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FOREWORD 
By Dianne Ironside and Hugh MacDougall 

This book contains autobiographical accounts of the 
pioneers, and others who helped in the development of 
Rapid City and District. 

The title, "Rapid City and District, our Past for the 
Future" was submitted by May Hales of Rapid City. 
This title was submitted with 19 other titles and was 
chosen by majority vote by our committee. 

Our cover was designed by Janet Phillips of Rapid 
City and the picture inside the cover was designed by 
Myrtle Ross, also from Rapid City. Ten other designs 
were submitted and these were chosen by majority 
vote. 

We thank our committee who gave so freely of their 
time during the past two and one half years. Our com
mittee who with perseverance and persistence, delved 
into the past, through interviews, letters and phone 
calls, namely; Morris Stefani uk, Hugh MacDougall, 
Thelma Terry, May Hales, Dianne Ironside, Margaret 
Northam, Jean McCallum, Grace Terry, Frank 
Bollman, Eva Howard, Ivy Cornish and Bev Waldon. 

Special thanks to all typists who were; Faye Cor
nish, Elizabeth Northam, Gladys Simpson, Sharon 
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Reimer, Linda Rioux, Audrey Manziuk, Mildred 
Stanick, Marj Bridgeman, Lyla Fedak, Debbie 
Kooting, Terry Christie, Lynne Klym and June 
Bollman. 

Thanks to the following for assistance in 
proofreading and special projects; Margaret Graham, 
Norma Christie, Helen Couch, Mildred Waldon, 
Evelyn Finlay, Ruth Yorke, Evelyn MacLeod, Nan 
Stewart, Mavis Stefaniuk, Dorothy Young. 

Special thanks to Bill Bridgeman, Jack Hunter, Oz
zie Stone, Earl Hotham and Nelson Basler for their 
assistance. 

We would especially like to thank Tully McKenzie 
for his assistance and encouragement and for allowing 
us to use material from his book, "A Time To 
Remember", Ozzie Stone for the use of the Reporter 
Office and papers, the Manitoba Archives and Brandon 
University. 

We would like to thank the Municipality of 
Saskatchewan for allowing us to use their offices, the 
Rapid City Museum and Cultural Centre where we 
held many meetings. Also thanks to the following 



organizations for grants; Municipality of 
Saskatchewan, Town of Rapid City, Royal Canadian 
Legion Branch No. 49, I.O.O.F., Rebekahs, Chamber 
of Commerce, Legion Ladies Auxiliary, United Church 
Women, Anglican Church Women, Rapid City Wild 
Life, Moline Community Club, Rapid City Community 
Bingo. These are the grants received as of the first of 
June 1978. 

We would like to thank all those who donated 
money, submitted stories, pictures and information 
for our book. It was you, your pioneer relatives and 
friends who made this book possible. Information 

about some of our pioneers could not be obtained and 
this we regret. Some of the stories had to be edited and 
we hope we did not change the factual part of the in
dividual history. There may be inaccuracies, factual 
errors and omissions, for which we apologize. 

We hope that the information that has been 
gathered will awaken memories for our surviving 
pioneers and cause people to reminisce about the past. 
We hope it will help the youth to understand the 
hardships, sorrows, joys and simple pleasures of their 
forefathers. 

apid City Historical Society 
This book you are reading is a result of a concen

trated dedicated effort by the Rapid City Historical 
Society. After attempts by the Town Council to find 
someone willing to undertake the task were fruitless, 
the initiative was taken by Mrs. Ivy Cornish who con
tacted Friesen Printers from Altona. Information sent 
to her was turned over to Council who then arranged 
an organization meeting held on 29 April 1976, in con
junction with a museum meeting. The large gathering 
of people listened to a representative from Friesen 
Printers and then elected Lloyd Shelvey and Morris 
Stefaniuk as chairman, Ivy Cornish and Grace Terry 
as research, Margaret Graham and Bev Waldon as 
Editors, Margaret Northam and Jean McCallum as 
sales and publicity, and Thelma Terry as secretary 
treasurer (with assistant May Hales). 

After the initial start, subsequent meetings es
tablished rules as to number of meetings and work 
nights, search for donations, boundaries for book, 
writing assignments and numerous other problems. 

Form letters were sent to all Rapid City residents 
and to most of Rural Municipality of Saskatchewan 
people requesting that their family histories be sub
mitted as soon as possible. Micro-film was received 
from Winnipeg and work evenings had many 
volunteers reading the film in Brandon University. As 
well, Os Stone granted permission for the group to use 
his newspaper files and any other material he had. 

Hoping to awaken interest in the book project, the 
public was invited to a tea and bake sale and a display 
of old photos and museum pieces held on Sunday April 
24, 1977 in the Legion Hall. 

Throughout the months, Friesens' representative 
Ted Miller attended a few meetings where he fielded 
questions from the Historical group. 

Thankfully a Local Initiative Program, previously 
denied by the Federal Officials, was finally granted to 
the town. Two ladies, Dianne Ironside and Debbie 
Kooting were chosen as workers for the purpose of 
compiling and typing histories. 

Early in 1977, due to other commitments, Lloyd 
Shelvey resigned and Hugh MacDougall was appointed 
to take his place. As well the Society accepted the 
resignation of Bev Waldon and Margaret Graham as 
editors and appointed Dianne Ironside and Hugh 
MacDougall for the positions. 

Raising money to cover the cost of the book was 
always a problem. One method was holding Old Time 
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Historical Group at work in Municipal Office, Left 
to right, Grace Terry, Hugh MacDougall, Frank 
Bollman, Dianne Ironside. 

Dances in the Legion Hall. This proved to be a very 
positive and popular way of accumulating funds. As 
well, the Historical Group raffled grocery hampers 
and rugs with equally impressive results. 

Soon the time came to send out order forms. 

Historical Book group at work in Municipal Office, 
Left to right, May Hales, Thelma Terry! Margaret 
Northam, Eva Howard. 



Friesen Printers, after recelvmg the material and 
drawings from the group, shipped the brochures. It 
wasn't too long after that before orders for books 
began arriving from all over the country. 

In keeping with the policy of publicizing the aims of 
the Historical Society, an interview was arranged with 
CKLQ on Jan. 18, 1978 in their mobile studio in 
Minnedosa. Attended by Nelson Basler, Dianne Iron
side and Morris Stefaniuk, the interview touched on a 
bit of town history. 

A special feature in the book was the use of poems 
written by Mr. Thomas Parker. Each one relates to 
people and events in the area. The committee is 
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grateful to Mrs. Kay Humphries for giving us permis
sion to use her father's poems. 

Finally after months and months of work, the first 
histories were sent to Friesens. Things were looking 
brighter at that point, especially when the first galleys 
returned for proof reading. By the end of May 1978 all 
the remaining material was sent to the printers. 
Delivery date for the book was set for late fall so that 
they could be used for Christmas presents. 

This then is a brief look at the Rapid City Historical 
Society; an organization that worked to produce what 
you are reading - Our Past For The Future. 
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Town of Rapid City 
TOWN OF RAPID CITY - by Morris Stefaniuk 

A. INTRODUCTION 
The development of Rapid City is considered by 

many to be one of the most fascinating st?ries in .the 
Canadian West. Its roots stretch from Its earlIest 
settlements in 1872, to its naming in 1878, to its incor
poration of 1883, to its present place in Manitoba of 
1978. The Town's history was fashioned by pioneers 
whose aim was to develop a place which would be the 
center of western Canada's financial and cultural 
aspirations. Its history was shaped, molded and 
changed by two of the most influencial forces in the 
life of the prairies, land and the railway. To these t:vo 
forces, it owed its early existence and growth, Its 
minor decline and its determination to overcome man
made obstacles. Rapid City's story is pieced together 
from many sources; pioneer recollections, books, per
sonalletters, newspaper files, and municipal ~ecords. 

This story of Rapid City hopes to awaken In those 
who read it, a feeling of pride in their fore-fathers' 
achievements, a feeling of gratitude for those who ac
complished so much with so little, and a feeling of in
spiration so that following generations can undertake 
to pursue those worthwhile pioneer goals. Rapid City! 
Those who were a part in its history can not help but 
feel pride. Those who follow realize that they too are 
producing a chapter of the history: one that will be 
remembered sometime in the future. For now, let us 
pay tribute to those many souls who found the courage 
and desire to develop what we now enjoy. Read now 
and discover the history of Rapid City! 

B. LOCATION AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Rapid City is situated at the junction of Provincial 
Trunk Highway 24 and Provincial Road No. 270, some. 4 
miles (8 km.) west of Highway No. 10. The town IS 
located 24 miles (40 km.) north of its neighbour Bran
don and 150 miles (240 km.) west of Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. 

The townsite is on section 20, township 13, range 19. 
West First P.M. 

C. DESCRIPTION OF THE TOWN 

The Little Saskatchewan River winds its way 
through Rapid City finally joining the Assiniboine 
River further south. The present population of 412 peo-

pIe (according to the latest census of 1976), appears to 
have stablized at a time when most small towns are 
suffering setbacks. Rapid City boasts of a beach and 
camping area, a scenic nine hole golf course, seve~al 
stores and garages, a doctor, a bank, a modern Semor 
Citizens Home, a pool hall, a skating and curling rink, 
insurance office, a modern elementary school, 
museum and library and numerous organizations. 
Churches attest to the spiritual conviction of its 
citizens while the many fine homes and yards promote 
a feeling of achievement and pride. . 

Rapid City is basically a farm service center but IS 

increasingly becoming a place to retire, or a place to 
raise a family away from the rigours of city life. Com
muting to Brandon or other place of employment is a 
common occurence. In this way, people can enjoy 
employment and yet share in the pleasures of small 
town living. 

Having recently acquired sewer and water 
facilities, Rapid City is experiencing a mild buildi~g 
boom which is adding to its tax base. The town IS 
governed by a six member council headed by a mayor; 
elected on a basis of a three year term. 

D. ACQUISITION OF NAME 

One of the most interesting facets of Rapid City's 
history is its naming. At first it was known as 
Farmers' Crossing due in some measure to the ar
rival of John Ralston who had been granted a tract of 
land in the Little Saskatchewan Valley. Around 1874, 
the settlement was calling itself Prairie City, but with 
the conviction of some and hope of others that the CPR 
would build near, it was deemed expedient that a more 
impressive and suitable name be formulated. On July 
1, 1878, during a public meeting held to find a name, 
the settlement almost became known as Saskatchewan 
City. After some soul searching, the name was found 
to be unsuitable due to its length. At another meeting 
on August 24, 1878, Mr. J. H. Martin proposed that the 
settlement be named Rapid City. He based his choice 
on the fact that the town was built on the Little 
Saskatchewan River and that the name Saskatchewan 
meant Rapid River in the Indian language. In addition, 
the river was full of rapids, thus making it a suitable 
name. No opposition was forthcoming to this name and 
thus the nine section settlement became known as 
Rapid City. 



HOW WE GOT OUR NAME 

Less than a hundred years ago, 
Where now this city stands; 
Oer hill and dale, the buffalo 
Were chased by Indian bands. 

When we came in seventy nine, 
Their bones lay all around; 
While deeply rutted buffalo paths 
Down to the water wound. 

Upon the wall, a missile there 
Sharply thin and narrow; 
Grim relic of the bygone days, 
The deadly flint tipped arrow. 

An Indian camp, upon the hill, 
The Chief, his Squaw and daughters; 
Gazing on the rushing stream, 
Named it rushing water. 

This is how we got our name, 
We can shout it out aloud; 
We never need apologize - of 
Rapid City we are proud. 

Some travel far for scenery, 
Where their hearts can dally; 
Come and climb the hills around, 
And gaze upon our valley. 



The crested ridge and valley deep, 
The lovely winding stream; 
Crimson dogwood, like a flame, 
And golden maples gleam. 
Among the bush, scattered round 
Are fruits which people cherish; 
Cranberries and Saskatoon - in 
the valley flourish. 
North of town, a winding road 
Leads down among the trees; 
Where in a lovely little nook, 
The tourists take their ease. 

The river runs before the camp, 
And if to fish they like; 
Just climb the fence along the track, 
And catch a string of pike. 

In the centre of our town - a 
Wide and gleaming reach; 
And on the east side of bridge 
Our popular bathing beach. 

And when the summer course is run, 
The leaves no longer green; 
And skaters gliding oer the ice, 
Is then a common scene. 

Then still, our rivers usefullness 
Continues to increase; 
For ice and water every day, 
The trips scarce ever cease. 

We have another beauty spot, 
Within a fence tis found; 
Upon a cairn, a cross upheld, 
it is our sacred ground. 

Thos. Parker 

E. EARLY SETTLEMENT TO INCORPORATION OF 
1883 

Rapid City's existence and history preceeded the 
advance of the construction of the railway. Its birth oc
curred at a time when the Dominion Government un
dertook to settle the west encouraging people with 
promises of cheap land. Pamphlets extolling the vir
tues of the prairies plus a concentrated effort by the 
minister responsible for the settlement of the west, no 
doubt reached the ears of many people eager to try 
their fortune in the new territory. 

It is obvious that land was the major inducement. 
Who could resist the offer of 160 acres of land for a 
licence fee of $10.00 and a minimum acreage to be 
placed in cultivation? Certainly the building of the 
railway from the east through Manitoba and further 
west, gave land hungry people the chance for which 
they had been waiting. 

In 1872, the Dominion Government granted John 
Ralston a tract of land for the purpose of bringing in 
and establishing settlers. The land in question was on 

'Provincial Archives of Manitoba (Hereafter Provincial Archives of Manitoba I MG 
12iB1I270, Alexander Morris Papers, Lieutenant Governor's Collection. John Ralston to 
Morris, Manitoba, June 14, 18n 
'Ibid. 
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Sections 34 and 35, Township 13, Range 19, West First 
P.M. In order to comply with the agreement, Ralston 
brought in 460 people from what is now Michigan, 
U.S,A., and also from Ontario. However, the construc
tion of the railway scheduled to begin shortly, had to 
be delayed. Learning of this situation, the American 
Government paid the passage of the American 
colonists who then returned home. A visit by J. Trow 
who represented the immigration and colonization 
committees in Government, revealed that only two 
settlers, D. McGowan and R. McArthur, had met their 
commitment to cultivate the required number of acres 
and even they had only about two acres of land, under 
cultivation. 

Thus because of conditions unsuitable for success, 
John Ralston had his agreement cancelled by the 
Dominion Government in 1877. Mr. Ralston, saddened 
by the turn of events, nevertheless retained his land of 
Wl/z 35-35-10 and continued to own the land until his 
death in 1919. 

RALSTON COLONY 
Although most settlement in Manitoba was brought 

about by the initiative of individual families, the 
Dominion Government, in an attempt to encourage 
more rapid development of the newly-acquired North 
West, granted reserves to companies and individuals 
on the condition that they place settlers on the land 
within a given time. The earliest of these schemes was 
the granting of four townships in the area of present 
day Rapid City to John Ralston of Ottawa in 1874. 

John Ralston first contacted Lieutenant Governor 
Morris of Manitoba on June 14, 1873, proposing a group 
settlement plan. Little is known of Ralston prior to 
that date, except that he was residing in, or had 
resided, in Ottawa, and sent to Morris the following 
list of "Gentlemen most of whom have known me for a 
term of fifteen years whilst in business on the 
Gatineau, Co. Ottawa: 
George Hay. Esq., Hardware Merchant, Ottawa 
1. (or J.) M. Currier, Esq., M.P., Ottawa 
Elsonzo Wright, Esq., M.P., Co. Ottawa 
James Sheid, Esq., M.P., Co. Ottawa 
Robert Farley, Esq., Crown Land Agent, Co. Ottawa 
Seth Cotes, Esq., Warden, Co. Ottawa 
G. L. Chitty, Esq., Bookkeeper for Gilmore & Co. 

Gatineau Mills.'" 
Ralston's first interests were clearly industrial 

rather than agricultural. He reported to Morris that he 
had been travelling through the Western U.S. obser
ving business, mining and manufacturing methods, 
with a view to forming a "manufacturing company 
composed of practical men of all trades and manufac
tures, possessed of small capital to start a town in 
(Manitoba)."2 He decided, however, that until the 
C.P.R. reached further west, this would not be possi
ble. 

He therefore turned his attention to agricultural 



settlement. If the government would permit him to 
select four townships and offer him personal in
ducements in land and/or money, he felt he would have 
no difficulty in getting a large number of settlers from 
the United States, people with means and adaptability 
to any kind of work, to start a colony in Manitoba. He 
claimed that he could settle half a million acres by 
allowing a homestead of 160 acres to every male over 
21, and privileges of purchase of 160 acres more;3 

The interesting feature of his scheme is that it con
cerned the repatriation of English-speaking Canadian 
citizens who had gone to the U.S., but had never taken 
American citizenship. The. people he proposed to 
repatriate were mostly miners residing at Marquette, 
Michigan, who had apparently migrated from Ontario 
several years earlier. To persuade Morris of the 
feasibility of his scheme, he forwarded letters from 
the following sixteen men who expressed an interest in 
settling in Manitoba: 
Thomas Robinson 
H. Gregory, Contractor, Builder and Superintendent 

of Building, 3rd and Maple Street, Marquette 
W. Fraser McDonald Andre Gates 
Timothy McNamara Edd Lawton 
Henry Deans Henry Maloney 
Edward H. Howell John Ryan 
W. H. Simpson John Lloyd Jones 
Samuel Dale Chas M. Finch 
Dennis Hurley Jas Kinden 

Of the four letters bearing these signatures, only 
the one from H. Gregory specifically stated that he 
was "a Canadian by birth and still hold(s) to the prin
ciples. " 

Ralston's correspondence with Morris shows a keen 
awareness of Canadian-American rivalry in the area 
of immigration and settlement. He pointed out that if 
the Canadian Government offered them the same in
ducements as the American government had offered 
them to leave, the emigrated Canadians would return. 
In comparing immigration facilities, he argued that 
the Canadian immigration sheds should be improved 
at least to include floors and windows, so as to com
pare more favourably with the more attractive 
American sheds. He further proposed that he be 
allowed to act as an independent agent, rather than a 
Crown agent, because 

an Agent appointed by the Dominion if known to be 
such would meet a strong opposition by the Native 
American Businessmen and the Fenian Class of 
Irish as there is a strong feeling against the Domi-

'Ibid. 

'Provincial Archives of Manitoba, Morris, LG. H. Gregory to John Ralston. Marquette. 
'Michigan, May 24, 1873. 
'Provincial Archives of Manitoba, Morris LG, John Ralston to Morris, Manitoba, June 14, 
1873. 

'Provincial Archives of Manitoba, Morris LG, MG IUBI/283, Government House to John 
Ralston, Fort Garry, June 19, 1813. MG 12/Bl/237, MDrris to the Minister of Agriculture, 
Fort Garry, June 20, 1873. MG 12/BI/308, Department of Agriculture to Morris, Ottawa, 
June 20, 1873. 
'Public Archives of Canada, RG 17, Vol. 1507, Letterbook, pp.144·145. Lowe to Ralston, Ot· 
tawa, 30 June. 1873. 
'Provincial Archives of Canada, RG 17, Vol. 90, File 8704, 5 pp. Ralston to Lowe. Fort 
Garry, 8 July, 1873, 

'Provincial Archives of Canada, RG 17, Vol. 1507, Letterbook, pp. 179-180. Lowe to Ralston, 
Ottawa, 4 August, 1873. 
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nion by those classes, they are very much afraid 
tha t Canada will prosper. 5 

Remarks such as these were clearly designed to en
courage the Anti-American sentiment which he 
thought would win him the most support in Canada. 

Morris endorsed Ralston's proposal for repatria
tion, but because immigration was a federal matter, 
he referred Ralston's letter to Canada's Department 
of Agriculture. s On June 30, John Lowe, Secretary of 
the Department of Agriculture, replied directly to 
Ralston at Fort Garry, informing him that he would be 
paid a commission for each immigrant brought from 
the United States to Manitoba. Lowe further stated 
that although there were objections to " ... locking 
up considerable tracts of land for a long period . . ." 
he was sure that there would be no objection to omit
ting certain townships from departmental advertising 
for a certain period of time. However, the provisions 
of the Dominion Lands Act would apply to any such 
lands thus reserved for Ralston. As for any transport 
assistance to individual immigrants, the government 
would not go beyond giving free passes over the Daw
son Route.? 

Ralston replied with further elaboration of his 
scheme. He proposed that the government set aside 
four townships for his settlers. Land would be 
homesteaded with the option to purchase an additional 
160 acres at $1.00 an acre. Each settler would have to 
have approximately $1000 in case on farm implements. 
He requested for his settlers free transportation, use 
of government immigration sheds, and the right to 
receive free all government immigration literature, In 
return for his efforts, Ralston wanted a commission of 
$10.00 per settler or a flat $15,000 payable in cash, land 
or cash and land at $l.00 per acre. He requested four 
years in which to meet the terms of the agreement and 
suggested that, when this was completed, he would 
bring British immigrants to settle other lands at a 
commission of $10.00 per adult and $5.00 per child un
der 12.8 

The Department of Agriculture approved Ralston's 
scheme, but authorized a reduced commission of $4.00 
per adult and $2.00 per child between 1 and 15 years of 
age. The four townships would be held for four years if 
Ralston placed 120 families on the land each year. 
Ralston's commission would be paid each year upon 
receipt of a certificate from the government agent at 
Fort Garry to the effect that Ralston's settlers were 
fulfilling their settlement duties. 9 

The following spring, Ralston organized his 
prospective colony. Distributing pamphlets adver-



Using Manitoba and the North West, he collected at 
least 250 settlers from the regions of Menominee and 
Marquette, Michigan and prepared them for a trip to 
Manitoba via the Dawson Route. 10 Each person signed 
a declaration of intent "to become settlers in 
'Ralstons Colony' in the North West Territories of the 
Dominion of Canada."ll 

In the meantime, Lowe reserved Townships 13 and 
14 in Ranges 19 and 20 West.12 Advising Ralston of this 
arrangement, he indicated that the Minister had 
decided to increase the per capita commission to $5.00 
per adult over 15, and $2.50 per child who actually 
settled the land. Ralston would not be required to set
tle anyone on the Townships in 1874 but must place 200 
families on these lands by the end of 1875. Free passes 
would be issued for the Dawson Route to those im
migrants signing the declaration of intent, and each 
immigrant was to report his arrival into Winnipeg im
migration agent, William Hespeler. 13 

The Minister of the Interior, in reserving four 
townships for Ralston on July 20, 1874, added the 
proviso that all lands within the four townships which 
had not been homesteaded or purchased by January 1, 
1876, would be open for" . . . public sale and general 
settlement without notice of any kind being given to 
Mr. Ralston . . ." .4 

The actual migration did not meet with Ralston's or 
the Dominion's expectations. Ralston and his party of 
312 people left Marquette about the middle of June. 15 
They spent 42 days on the Dawson Route between Fort 
William and Winnipeg. Though transportation was 
free, they had to purchase camping implements, cook
ing utensils, food and blankets from Carpentry and 
Company. Four cooks were hired by Ralston to travel 
with his party. IS While the journey must have been ex
ceptionally difficult, arrival in Winnipeg did not bring 
an end to problems. 

From the 1st of July up to the close of navigation the 
Immigrant sheds were overfilled, which was prin
cipally owing to the inferior management of the 
Dawson Route contractors, causing at the time 
severe losses to the new settlers, who were in many 
cases compelled to wait from three to five weeks 

"Provincial Archives of Canada. RG 17, Vol. 110, File 10722, 3 pp .. Vol. III, File \OS3, 2 pp, 
and VoL 112, File 10918, 2 PP, 
"Provincial Archives of Canada, RG. VoL 131, File 13781. 13 pp. Ralston to Lowe. Brighton, 
England, 23 April, 1875, 
"Provincial Archives of Canada. RG 17, Vol. 1509, Letterbook. PI', 204-205. 
"Provincial Archives of Canada, RG 15. Vol. 231. File 11l2, Memorandum, 20 July, 1874,3 
PI', 
"Canada Sessional Papers (Hereafter CSP), 38 Victoria (1875) No, 40, p, 53, 
"RG 17. Vol. 119. File 11652. 5 pp, Vol. 127, File 13379, 6 PP, and Vo!. 150, File 15648, 4 PI', 
"Canadian Sessional Papers, 38 Victoria (lI1751, No, 40, p, 53. Late in this year. the first 
group of Russian Mennonites arrived to establish the first successful group settlement in 
the new Province of Manitoba, 
"RG 17, Vol. 119, File 11652. 5 Pl'. Vol. 127, FlIe 133796, 6 PI', and Vol. 150. File 15648. 4 PI', 
"Provincial Archives of Manitoba, Morris, Ketcheson Collection, Telegram Book I, 138, A, 
Morris to the Honourable Alexander MCKenzie, For! Garry. July 16, 1374, 
"Provincial Archives of Manitoba. Morris K. TB 1, 147, Alexander McKenzie to Morris, ot
tawa. July 21. 1874, "I have been trying to effect arrangements for commencing the 
Railway to Pembina hope to be able to do something in September Impossible sooner," 
"Provincial Archives of Manitoba, Morris K, TB 1, 146, A, Morris to Honourable R. W. 
Scott of ottawa. Fort Garry, July 21,1874, Morris urged federal immigration officials to 
distribute food to the destitute immigrants, 
"RG Iy. Vol. 1509, Letlerbook p, 256, 
"Canadian Sessional Papers, 38 Victoria, (,1875). No, 40, 1', 53. 
"RG 17, Vol. 1511, Letterbook. p, 208, Lowe to Ralston, Ottawa, 20 April, 1875, 
"RG 17. Vol. 137, File 14363 and Vol. 141, File 147M, 
"RG 17. VoL 154, File 16079, 7 PI', Ralston to Lowe, 17 February, 1876, 
"RG 17. Vol. 1517. Letterbook, p. 221. 
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for their baggage, after enduring a most trying 
journey which averaged twenty-two days}7 

Some of the immigrants left Winnipeg to return home, 
others stayed in search of work, and some went on to 
the townships, although a severe grasshopper infecta
tion dscouraged most of the latter from taking up 
residence. 18 

When employment was difficult to find, the 
colonists appealed to the American Council and the 
Dominion Government, claiming that they had been 
induced here by Ralston's promise of work. Ralston 
urged that immediate construction begin on 10 miles of 
the Pembina Branch railway to keep the newcomers 
employed,19 but the federal government was unable to 
act quickly enough to aid the first group of im
migrants. 2o Less than sympathetic, the Department of 
Agriculture refused any financial aid or food suppliesZ1 

and would not reimburse Ralston for supplies he had 
purchased. Tache, the Deputy Minister, expressed his 
concern that Ralston was bringing out indigent 
railway navvies and not the promised farmers with 
$1000 capital. 22 By mid July some of the group had 
turned for Moorehead, Minnesota, a few by boat, and 
26 on foot. By the end of December, 1874, they had all 
left the province "with a few exceptions."23 

Although Ralston returned to the U.S. to continue 
his recruiting program, federal authorities were not 
satisfied with his 1874 effort. On April 20, 1875, Lowe 
wrote to Ralston that as Ralston had not provided the 
declarations of settlers nor had the settlers registered 
with Hespeller in Winnipeg, the Minister had decided 
to discontinue the arrangement. 2

! Ralston replied with 
the signatures of his group, and a refusal to accept 
cancellation until the end of 1875, according to the 
terms of the agreement. 25 In 1876, he appealed for an 
extension to the contract, pleading difficulties with the 
Dawson route, grasshoppers, and poor treatment by 
the Department of Agriculture. 26 This was granted, but 
when 1876 brought no more settlers, the arrangement 
was terminated and the unoccupied land reverted to 
the Crown for sale and homestead purposes, 27 

It is not clear how many of the Ralston colonists 
attempted to take up homesteads and how many left 



without registering a claim. Because Ralston could not 
supply proof that any of the 40 people homesteading on 
his reserve had been brought out by him, he never 
received a commission payment from the Department 
of Agriculture. zR When James Trow, M.P., Chairman 
of Immigration and Colonization Committee in the 
House of Commons, visited the site in 1877, he reported 
that 

Between the crossing and Tanner's bridge we found 
the Ralston colony, which up to this season was 
composed of two bona fide settlers with about two 
acres under cultivation. About a hundred percent 
has this season been added to their numbers. This 
settlement, as I predicted in 1875, proved a 
failure. 29 

In checking the list of declared Ralston's colonists 
with the homestead maps for the four townships in 
Ralston's reserve, only one definite link exists. August 
Basler, the first to sign the declaration, registered a 
homestead on the site of present day Rapid City, and 
his descendants continue to farm in the vicinity today. 
Of the sixteen original names mentioned by Ralston as 
expressing interest in Manitoba, three surnames do 
appear on the original township maps. J. W. Gregory 
is registered on 20/14/12, John McDonald on 20/14/25, 
and T. Maloney on 20/14/15. There is no necessary con
nection between these names and the H. Gregory, W. 
Frazer McDonald and Henry Maloney who cor
responded with Ralston. 

While the Ralston Colony cannot be said to have 
contributed substantially to the development of the 
Rapid City area, John Ralston himself appears to have 
remained on a small segment of the reserve land 
granted for his scheme. His name appears on the 
Dominion Land Office Settlement plans as holding the 
SE quarter of Section 35, Township 13, Range 19, and 
the NW quarter of Section 34, Township 13, Range 19. 
He also seems to have purchased a portion of the SW 
quarter of Section 3, Township 14, Range 19. His home, 
which still stands, is said to have been the largest in 
the district in its time. Ralston is said to have housed 
new settlers in some of the thirteen buildings on his 
property until they could establish places of their own. 
He lived on his homestead on the Little Saskatchewan 
(Minnedosa) River until his death (ca. 1918). He is 
buried in the Rapid City cemetery. 

This attempt at colonization, although clearly a 
failure, represents a significant theme in the develop-' 
ment of Western Manitoba. It was the first coloniza
tion attempt in Manitoba, at a time when the relative 
merits of group as opposed to individual settlement 
were being debated. James Trow, for instance, op
posed the group settlement concept because he felt 
that lands granted as reserves for groups would be 
more quickly settled on individual initiative. 30 others, 
such as William Hespeler, Winnipeg Immigration 

"Ibid, 
"James Trow, Manitoba and North West Territories (Ottawa: Department of Agriculture, 
1878). p. 38. 
14lbid. 

"Canadian Sessional Papers, 38 Victoria, (1875), No. 40, p. 54. 
"Tyman. By Section, Township and Range. p, 40, 
"Canadian Sessional Papers, 38 Victoria, (1875), No, 40, p. 54, 
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Agent, seemed to feel that cohesive groups, such as 
the Mennonites, added substantially to the prosperity 
of the province.s, The fact that part of Ralston's 
reserve, when it reverted to the Crown, was granted to 
C. T. Whellmans and the Dominion Steamship Com
pany, would indicate an administrative preference for 
group settlement plans. When the formal reserve 
system was discontinued in 1878 in compliance with 
arguments such as Trow's, the Rapid City area had 
already seen the arrival of two organized groups of 
settlers, the one brought by the Dominion Steamship 
Co., and the other by Rev. L. O. Armstrong from 
Quebec. 32 

Because the Ralston group was one of the first 
large groups to test the operation of the federal 
government's immigration system for populating the 
West, its difficulties were instructive in the improve
ment of facilities. Although the group was unable to 
find employment in 1874, plans were made for future 
immigrants to work at building the Pembina and Fort 
Garry Railway in order to satisfy their immediate 
necessities until they could be settled. 33 

McArthur decided to remain and selected a cozy 
spot. He lived for some time like Robinson Crusoe and 
eventually had a crop to gather. Other families began 
to arrive after that. 

In 1874, the Basler family settled in the Little 
Saskatchewan Valley close to the Ralston colony. Two 
years later they had grown five acres of wheat, 
threshed it by flail and had taken it to Portage la 
Prairie to be gristed into flour. Later August Basler 
also purchased the first threshing machine in the dis
trict. 

These two families of Ralston and Basler es
tablished the first cemetery for the district on the 
Basler homestead. Ed Basler had the distinction of be
ing the first white child born in the district (July of 
1876). 

By 1877 John Sib bald had arrived in the area and 
proceeded to establish his presence there. 

Much credit must be given to Mr. Ralston who had 
certainly encouraged settlement by his concentrated 
advertising of products obtained from the area. Fairs 
in Europe, U.S.A. and Eastern Canada all received his 
products. In addition, on his colony he had constructed 
a lime kiln and a pottery plant in order to promote 
diversification. Remains of his colony are still visible 
today. The well built structures attest to his skill as 
carpenter and the use of lime from his kiln are still 
traceable in 1978. 

In order to continue with the colonization of the 
region, the Government sent H. C. Whellams to in
spect the conditions of the area and report on his fin
dings. An examination of the area and a favorable 
report prompted the Government to reserve the land 
(known as Ralston Colony) to H. Whellams. Certain 



conditions had to be met however. Whellams had in
dicated that agents from Dominion Line (a steamship 
company) would assist him in a colonization scheme. 
This verbal statement was insufficient and the 
minister wanted a written guarantee. This was 
supplied in March of 1877 by Messrs. Flinn, Main and 
Montgomery of the Mississippi and Dominion 
Steamship Company of Liverpool. Subsequently, in 
1879, H. C. Whellams brought with him some 400 
families to the "Ralston" area. 

In the late 1870's a charter was granted by the 
Dominion Government, under Hon. Alexander McKen
zie, to the Souris and Rocky Mountain Railway which 
was heading for Edmonton. Surveys were started and 
construction of grading actually begun. The first 
divisional point was planned to be at the crossing of the 
rapids on the Little Saskatchewan River (presently 
Rapid City). At this crossing a ferry service was now 
available for goods and people while oxen had to swim 
across. This natural crossing had been used by the 
Hudson Bay Company while hauling supplies to Ed
monton. Realizing the potential of this crossing, D. L. 
McLaren who was a civil engineer, homesteaded the 
section where present day Rapid City is situated. Mr. 
McLaren brought with him fourteen people who were 
either professional men or gentlemen or both. In 1880, 
he had the land surveyed into lots with the actual sur
veying done by J. W. Harris D.L.S. By this time the es
timated population was over 1200! Over nine sections 
were laid out in town lots and the scramble was on. 

During all these years of activity in the late 1870's 
settlers had been pouring into the district taking 
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homesteads in the surrounding areas known then as: 
Huron Settlement (Moline), Viola Dale, Shanks Settle
ment (Pettapiece), Cadurcis, Lothair (Rivers), the 
English Settlement (Roseville, Carnegie, Oakleigh, 
Wallace and Forrest), Totonka, Tanners Crossing 
(Minnedosa) . 

Where there are people, storekeepers will soon 
follow. In 1879 George Lindsay arrived with a group of 
14 people and promptly opened a store north of the 
ferry, staying there till he moved to Griswold in 1885. 
As well, Garrett and Ferguson had been the first to 
open a store in 1878 (incidentally, Ferguson became 
the first postmaster) and then sold out in 1882 to D. A. 
Hopper who also obtained the post office. Hopper con
tinued in this business till 1889 when he undertook a 
general banking business. 

In 1879, an Episcopal church and a school were un
der construction. 

G. Balkwell, realizing the potential for water power 
and the need for a grist mill and a saw mill, returned 
to Ontario in order to purchase machinery for such a 
venture. In 1878, he began operation and according to a 
letter he wrote in July of the same year, he had worked 
very hard but had never felt better. Mr. Balkwell goes 
on to say that mail service is poor, leaving the nearest 
post office only once in three weeks. Quite often, he 
had to send his mail with people travelling to Win
nipeg. The summer of 1878 was very dry and the crops 
were sadly in need of rain but the potatoes were doing 
remarkably well. He mentions the arrival of settlers 
from all parts of the country who appear satisfied with 
the area. 

OF' TXE TOWN 
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Ground Plan of Rapid City. 1878. 

Map of Rapid City, 1878. 
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Dominion Day celebrations, according to Mr. 
Balkwell, were a great display of flags and bunting. 
One Scotsman who had no flag, raised his tartan shawl 
instead. A cannon (made from an old musket) made a 
dandy noise 1 Indians of the region also took part in the 
celebration. At four o'clock, a meeting of all settlers 
was called with Mr. Balkwell chairing. This discussion 
was mainly about the need for a bridge which would 
save 14 miles and a number of steep hills for any 
traveller. After the meeting, tea was served, followed 
by a dance which lasted until one the next morning. 

By 1880 business was really expanding! G. Collins 
offered his services as watchmaker, M. Turriff had a 
meat market, S. Butchart sold furniture, G. Belcher 
was a seedman, G. Butchart took care of the hardware 
needs, R. Currie sold provisions and G. McCusker was 
known as a blacksmith. W. Thompson was a notary 
public, E. Schofield repaired watches in the Caldwell 
house (on corner of 3rd. Ave. and 5th. St.), Cottingham 
was involved in the saddle business, J. Sibbald was a 
butcher and a Dr. McIntosh ran a saw mill. Probably 
the first cheese factory in western Manitoba was 
opened in Rapid City in 1880 by Mr. Patterson. It 
operated till mid 1885 when the owner left for the Riel 
Rebellion. Another man reopened the factory in 1886 
but no mention is found of its closing. 

And in the summer of 1880, a steam ship "The 
Manitoba", fairly bursting with farming machinery, 
left Winnipeg and started up the Assiniboine bound for 
Rapid City. 

A newspaper, The Rapid City Enterprise, in its 
Saturday April 10th, 1880 issued listed several other 
businesses not as yet mentioned. They are: Cheap 
Cash Store - at the bridge in Rapid City, N.W.T. Jar
vis and Berridge - successors to McCaulay and Jar
vis. Turriff bought the Rapid City Lime Kiln from G. 
Grassick. H. and W. Marlatt - boots, and shoes, 
groceries. F~ Logan and J. Wyatt operated the 
Rapid City Stage leaving from the Queen's Hotel. 

W. Cottingham - boots, shoes and repair on 2nd. 
Ave. 

Leslie and McGinley manufactured boots and shoes 
and listed their business place as Prairie City, N.W.T. 

Thus in a short time from the first settlers in 1872, 
the town had increased substantially. But in spite of a 
favourable growth, a letter to the Editor by Turriff 
stated that in his opinion, Rapid City's dreams were "a 
thing of the past". However, it seems he was an op
tomist for he opened a real estate office disregarding 
the fact that there were only four or five large 
buildings in the whole town! 

Also in 1880, the first sizeable house was built in 
Rapid City, possibly by the Carss family. 

W. Rae, who travelled as far as Rapid City from 
Newfoundland in late 1880, stated he saw 54 houses and 
a saw mill with about 400 people. 

In 1881, Mr. Whellams opened a brickyard, 
employed a number of people during the summer, 
while a D. McNaught raised livestock and managed a 
stage line to Brandon for six years (being late only 
four times), and also opened a livery stable. R. Nelles 
offered his services as solicitor and real estate, while 
E. Gossett-Jackson had the brick works. 

Prices of 1880 and 1881 are fascinating compared to 
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today's prices. Note the following "bushel" prices; 
wheat $.90 to $1.50, oats .75 to $1.00, barley $1.00 to 
$1.25, turnips .50 to .70, carrots .60 to .70, potatoes .90 
to $1.00 while prices per pound were; onions .06 to .08, 
butter .30 to .40, tallow .10 to .11, chickens .35 to .50, 
venison .00 to .10, beef cwt $10.00 to $12.25. Other 
prices included; oxen per yoke $90.00 to $180.00, wood 
per load $2.25 to $2.50, bran $1.00, hogs (dressed) cwt 
$9.50 to $12.00, hides (pound) .03 to .04, ton of hay $9.00 
to $12.00, load of straw $2.00 to $3.00, flour from Por
tage $3.75 to $4.00, flour from Balkwell in Rapid City 
$3.50 to $3.60. 

The Free Press of October 21, 1880, had an article 
regarding mail to Rapid City by pony express and 
stated "Rapid City, Manitoba's mid-prairie metropolis 
settled with English farmers and shopkeepers brought 
out by Creasy J. Whellams, was to have a semi-weekly 
mail by pony express, from Portage la Prairie; 
Minnedosa, as the Tanners' Crossing settlement was 
now called, was also to be served semi-weekly from 
Portage". 

On Feb. 10, 1881, a charter was granted to 
Corinthian Lodge No. 15. 

Education was not forgotten. On June 14, 1881, the 
School District of Rapid City No. 124 was formed and 
continued to January 1 of 1961. But more of this story 
will be found in the education section of this book. 

During these first tumultuous years, land fever was 
high. Farms were divided into lots which were sold to 
speculators in Toronto and other eastern places. Lots 
in the central portion of the town brought in $1000 for a 
fifty foot frontage. A rather ordinary frame store with 
specifications of 18 by 36 was rented for $500 a year. 
Prices of property skyrocketed! Speculators were 
everywhere! 

A story, as related by a Mr. A. Gemmel of Dauphin, 
offers an excellent look at the extent of the land 
speCUlation fever. 

"His Uncle, a school teacher from Ontario, took a 
holiday trip to around the early 1880's to see the west. 
Being overcome with the spirit of the boom and im
bibing rather too freely, he made his way to an Auction 
Room in Winnipeg where Rapid City lots were being 
sold. He was the highest bidder on a number of lots and 
received an acknowledgement of his purchases before 
retiring for the night. At midnight, a rumor spread 
that a magnate from the east with inside information 
bought up most of the lots offered the previous eve
ning. At 2:00 a.m. he was awakened by a loud knocking 
at his hotel door; several men met him and when they 
asked if he was the man who had bought the Rapid City 
lots, he recollected he had some papers in his coat 
pocket and produced them. They offered him a thou
sand dollars if he would assign them over. This he did 
and left in the morning for the east a thousand dollars 
richer." 

And all this on the belief that the railway would 
pass near Rapid City. 

By 1882 a school was in operation, a telegraph line 
from Rapid City to Brandon was built and Auctioneer 
Coolican sold lots in the area for $22 each. 

In spite of the severe setback regarding the railway 
which ignored the Rapid City route, people had enough 
confidence to continue planning and to take failures in 



their stride. On June 9, 1883, Rapid City with a popula
tion of around 500 was incorporated as a town. It con
tinued as a centre of distribution for supplies which 
were transported by oxen and wagon from Portage la 
Prairie or from Currie's Landing. At the time of incor
poration, a feeling of spirit and grand ideas resulted in 
spending of money on trifling matters. Soon, cooler 
heads prevailed and through the wisdom of succeeding 
councils, Rapid City thought itself to be in a sound 
financial position. In fact such a feeling continued well 
into 1887 when a Bill was introduced in the Manitoba 
Legislature to grant aid to towns. Rapid City was eligi
ble to receive a grant but refused, stating that all their 
debts would be paid one hundred cents on the dollar! 

Dr. Cornell was the first mayor in Rapid City incor
porated in 1883. 

This historic year of 1883 had new businesses 
appearing and some others collapsing. C. Whellams, 
manager of the brick yards sold bricks at $14 per 1000 
for kiln run and $20 per 1000 for veneer and face. J. 
Hall started a general store in a tent where the bank 
now stands but later moved to a store in the Odd 
Fellows Block (he was a county clerk for eight years 
as well). J. Douglas sold lumber, Miss Turnbull 
worked with laundry, Zinc Brothers opened a 
shoemaker's store, J. Todd opened a feed store, Shan
non and Gardiner were contractors, McCullen and 
Webb dealt with cattle, J. Mimmoch did barbering 
while T. Grummett dealt with hogs. 

A short lived newspaper named The Rapid City Bee 
in its July 18, 1883 edition listed several other business 
concerns (as shown in the picture)! 

The Rapid City Bee, 1883. 

Prior to 1883, mail was infrequently received. In 
November of that year, Town Council was informed 
that Rapid City's petition for a daily mail service was 
receiving the consideration of the postmaster general 
in Ottawa. 

A short time later, D. A. Hopper, the owner of the 
Post Office Store, announced his retirement from 
business and stated "no more on the cuff" for 
anybody. Obviously, The Standard (a newspaper) did 
not subscribe to that line of thinking. Its rates were 
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$1.50 in advance, $2.00 if paid by the end of ·the year, 
with single copies selling for 5 cents. 

Social life was also in the news in 1883. Entertain
ment was presented by Rapid City's Free Masons dur
ing one evening. Their program was so interesting that 
not a single patron requested a refund of his .25¢ ad
mission fee! 

Ever borrow money? If you were a farmer in and 
around 1883; you could borrow from Chas E. Arnold 
and Co., at nine precent payable per annum. 

And so ends 1883, the year of incorporation, full of 
hope, promise and disappointment, as that ever pre
sent railway problem just refused to lessen. 

F. RAPID CITY AND THE RAILWAY QUESTION. 

Rapid City, as well as many other settlements in 
the west, was affected to a great degree by the 
Railway. Even by 1877, Rapid City and area residents 
were quite sure that the CPR would cross the Little 
Saskatchewan at what was called the English Reserve. 
And by 1879, no matter who you spoke to, it seemed 
certain that the railway would pass near what is now 
Rapid City. As mentioned before, a charter granted to 
the Souris and Rocky Mountain Railway in late 1870's 
seemed to predicate Rapid City's future. The rush was 
on in Rapid City for lots which commanded high 
prices. Get rich schemes promoted by get rich 
promoters continued at a frantic pace. Something had 
to give and it most certainly did! The CPR decided 
that its main line would be located to the south where 
Brandon now stands. 

The "Boom" and Rapid City's dream collapsed at 
the same time, propelling the town into a state of 
depression. Much speculation has resulted as to the 
reasons of the move by the CPR to the south. Perhaps 
it was due to the outrageous prices demanded as the 
land owners of the proposed route. Perhaps the move 
was made for political reasons. It would be that in
adequate leadership did not take advantage of oppor
tunities offered to the people. 

No matter what the reasons were, the point is that 
Rapid City had to look for alternative funding and 
builders of a railway through its area. Not believing in 
miracles, many people including farmers, simply 
packed up and moved to other points where they 
would be assured of a railway. By 1882, farmers and 
storekeepers in the area were becoming desperate. 
They complained of a failure by the government to 
provide an adquate railway service which meant a 
long haul in order to sell their produce. 

By 1883, Rapid City's earliest newspaper - The 
Standard and the North West Advocate could be con
sidered to be watchdogs over the railway question and 
the progress of the town. They kept the citizens in
. formed and were not hesitant to rebuke those who kept 
Rapid City from obtaining a railway. The newspapers 
lauded the efforts and persistence of Mr. Whellams 
who worked diligently and under whose leadership, a 
bill to incorporate the Rapid City Central Railway 
Company received Royal assent on July 7, 1883. Mr. 
Whellams also petitioned Ottawa to protect Rapid 
City's rights from the Souris and Rocky Mountain 



R28 

THE GREAT NORTH WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY 

GNWCR Reserve (PC.O. November 2. 7th, 18851 

MNWR Reserve (PC.O Arril 28th, 1882) 

Townships allotted to the Scottish, Ontario and Manitoba Land Co. 

::':::::'0::],[;,:: Northern Edge of the Main Line Belt 

Lands eventually patented to the GNWCR 

The GNWCR: 

as proposed in 1885 

as constructed 1889-1903 

R26 R24 R22 R20 

o 10 20 

Scale If) Mtie~ 

The Great North West Central Railway routes. 

R18 

Company. But let it be pointed out that no less than 
seven other railways obtained incorporations on the 
same day as did Rapid City! At this stage, there were 

railways all over the place (on paper that is)! The 
Dominion Government cancelled the land grant of the 
Souris and Rocky Mountain Company in 1883 and the 
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Rapid City Central was then set to build from 
Melbourne to Fort Ellice. But, the charter of the 
Souris and Rocky Mountain Railway (later renamed 
the North West Central) was renewed (in the view of 
many due to politics) and the Rapid City Central 
collapsed. 

Even by 1880, it had seemed possible that the West
bourne and North Western Railway might build 
through Rapid City. However, in spite of extensive 
negotiations with the company, the line was con
structed through Minnedosa. 

Through all this, the Standard was not silent. In 
1885, the newspaper warned the Conservatives in Ot
tawa of lost votes if they continued to tamper with 
routes and by-passed towns which deserved and ex
pected a railway line. A year later, the Standard spoke 
of general rejoicing when the first train (three cars 
and one engine) reached Rapid City over a branch line 
constructed by the S. and W. Railway from Minnedosa. 
At least Rapid City was now connected with the 
Manitoba North Western which had built through 
Minnedosa. To add insult to injury, the Town was 
bypassed altogether when in 1890, the G.N.W.C. built a 
line from Chater to Hamiota. 

Finally, in 1899, a spur line from Gauthier Junction 
to Rapid City made it possible for the town to be linked 
to Brandon. 

Through all this intricate manouvering between 
the government, the Railways' and the Town, the 
newspapers regularly berated all those responsible for 
the situation. In 1896, for example, another newspaper, 
The Marquette Reporter lamented about the coverage 
extended to the Railway question in many newpapers. 
It stated that Rapid City with a sizeable popUlation of 
1200 at one time was now reduced to a shadow of its 
former self. 

The final chapter of the affair between Rapid City 
and the railways has yet to be written. At the time of 
printing, it appeared as if the town is to lose its 
railway link with other towns. According to the Hall 
Commission report and the Liberal government's 
policy and the railway's insistence, Rapid City will be 
pushed backward again. Its recovery will depend on 
the determination of its people to absorb the setback 
and plan ahead. 

G. SUMMARY UP TO CORPORATION 

At the height of its glory and optimism, Rapid City 
was indeed an impressive sight! It seems unlikely that 
only the promise of a railway would draw settlers to 
the area and keep them there for so many years. Obv
iously other factors were responsible for the many 
settlers remaining when it became obvious that the 
railway would not locate near Rapid City. 

One of the most important assets, as seen by the 
early settlers, was the Little Saskatchewan River 
which offered cheap transportation, an abundant 
water supply, cheap power and recreation. To the ear
ly business man who had his thoughts on a mill or other 
industry requiring cheap power, this river no doubt 
was a magnet. Even as late as 1913 when the keeping 
of permanent records became more commonplace, 
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tests indicated a minimum flow of 8,870 cubic feet (248 
m~) per minute passed over a dam built in town, while 
peak periods resulted in almost double that amount. 

Besides offering a source of power, the river also 
provided an abundant water supply. Those who had 
settled in the drier areas or the prairies no doubt could 
appreciate a river close at hand. 

While the Little Saskatchewan River was not that 
well known for its transportation facilities, records in
dicate some use of the river by the early steamers. 
Local population was more likely than outside in
terests to appreciate the river as a potential for 
transportation. 

One may think that in the 1870's or later, the settler 
would be too concerned with his many problems to be 
much concerned with recreation but that is not true. A 
body of water in the heart of town no doubt provided 
many with thoughts of recreation, both in summer and 
winter. Canoeing, boating or hiking along the river no 
doubt pleased those who settled early. 

Another factor which appeared to be most impor
tant in attracting settlers was the richness of the soil 
in the countryside; a black vegetable loam, from 12 to 
18 inches (30 to 45 cm.) deep on a clay sub-soil. This 
fine soil could produce, with the best of conditions, 
nearly 80 bushels of grain per acre. As well drought 
conditions were perhaps not as severe on this type of 
soil as they were on lighter sandy soil. 

The townsite itself was responsible for attracting 
settlers. Situated in the valley, the excellent drainage 
minimized the possibility of floods and other ills 
associated with poorly drained lands. 

Also to those who were knowledgeable about such 
matters, an abundance of building material (sand and 
clay of a high quality) promised adequate opportunity 
for establishing a brick factory or other such related 
industries. 

By this time, many who had settled in the 1870's had 
come to regard Rapid City as home. They decided to 
remain when others left. 

Now that the railway question appeared settled, 
much to the dismay of the Rapid City citizens, it seems 
that many left the area and followed the railway. 
Others remained, perhaps because of the factors men
tioned above. True, the tax load became heavy at 
times, businesses closed their doors, but those who 
remained were determined to succeed. They were the 
true founders of our town, much more than those who 
ventured here for a quick profit and then left. These 
determined people will now have their story told, in
compassing the years from incorporation in 1883 to 
1908, their silver anniversary. 

H. RAPID CITY 1883·1908 (SILVER ANNIVERSARY) 

1884 Optimism in the future remained high in spite 
of adverse proceedings with the railway. Businesses 
continued to operate and to plan for the future. True, 
many of them operated out of rather poorly con
structed buildings but nevertheless a great deal of 
money was invested in most cases. A list of people 
offering their services in 1884 is as follows: D. Hopper 
- post office, D. Maxwell - implements, J. Cody 
hauled water, W. Cowan - druggist, F. Doeing - den-



D. A. Hoppers Store and Post Office, c1884. 

The Royal Oak Hotel Rapid City, c1880. 
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tist, Flecher and Ash - furniture and undertaking, 
Mimmack confectionary and fruit and cleans 
clocks, W. Harris - cigar and tobacco store, F. 
Zimmer blacksmith from McCusker, S. Barrows 
blacksmith from B. Steele, J. Weston - butcher, 
McDowell - general store, Butchart Sr. tailor 
store, W. Morphy - barrister, A. Lakeman -
drugstore which he later sold to C. Arnold, Mr. 
Truscott - banking, J. Frederickson - bakery, Stone 
and Meighen - groceries and Mrs. Lamp - milliner. 

A hotel built from logs (thought to be the Royal Oak 
Hotel) was torn down in 1884 to make way for a new 
store. 

Interested in prices of 1884? Here are some 
products offered by the Post Office Store: coal oil - 5 
gallons for $2.00, chewing tobacco - 5 Ibs. for $2.00, 
tea - 5 lbs. for $2.00, raisins -151bs. for $2.00. And a 
lot on 2nd. A venue purchased in August of 1884 by F. 
Zimmer from J. McCallum brought $180. 



August Basler moved to town, built the Windsor 
Hotel and leased same while G. Newson replaced W. 
Elliott in the Caldwell house. 

Talk around town centered on the need to purchase 
land for cemetery purposes. As well dogs (or rather 
dog owners) were a problem in 1884 just as they are in 
the present, 1978. Mr. Gibbons, as newspaper 
publisher, favoured new legislation pertaining to taxa
tion of dogs: "in that recalcitrant pooches hauled to 
the pound could be redeemed only by paying .25¢ for 
each day held there". It is unknown if council sub
scribed to that line of thinking but in July of 1884, J. 
O'Brian was hired as pound keeper. 

Travelling to Neepawa were Lee and McTavish who 
purchased a water wheel for use at their flour mill. 

THE OLD FLOUR MILL 
It was a most wonderful structure, 
The thick walls rose upward in stone, 
Three stories in height was the flour mill, 
For many miles round was it known. 
The woolen mill built on the west end, 
For years there were many employed, 
At length then it met with disaster, 
Completely by fire was destroyed. 
The woolen mill was not of stonework, 
In ruins the roof quickly crashed, 
But on the stone walls of the flour mill 
The wild flames in vain on it lashed. 
The elevator was also of lumber 
And stood at east end of the mill, 
John Nawosad now had his tannery 
Which most of the foundation fill. 
The mill was all wired for lighting, 
A dynamo furnished the light, 
For often the mill was so busy 
They ran it by day and by night. 
A stirring sight always the mill yard, 
When farmers came in with their grain, 
'Twas miles that they brought in their gristing, 
And took back the proceeds again. 
The mill benefitted the farmers, 
Is saved them much money 'tis said; 
The prices 'twixt mill and Fort William 
Were always ten cents in the spread. 
In seeking the spread at the present, 
If now any difference is seen, 
I find that the spread is much larger, 
The difference has grown to fifteen. 
But since then the old mill has vanished, 
That busy industry of yore, 
Machinery all gone and in ruins, 
The old place will know it no more. 
The big firms decided against it, 
Forever they're reaching for more, 
And bringing much pressure they crushed it, 
As often has happened before. 
One time Mr. Harvey was head man, 
And sometimes I've heard the folk say 
Our mill reached its highest production 
While he as head miller held sway. 
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He had an experience while working 
Which started his hair turning grey, 
He met with a serious misfortune 
While busy at work there one day. 
He went down below, in the basement, 
To slip on a pulley the belt; 
A shaft was revolving behind him, 
And a sudden sharp jerk he felt. 
In right off his feet quickly snatched him, 
His clothing it tore from his back, 
Then flung him right into a corner, 
Pounded until practically black. 
He never forgets long that morning, 
Quite often it comes to him still, 
Reminded by old aching muscles, 
Of whirling around is the mill. 

Thos. Parker 

Councillors for 1884 included Ross, Head, Webb and 
McNaught. 

Raising a little interest among the residents was a 
detachment of mounted police who camped on the. 
north side of the river in the summer of 1884. 

Other interesting bits of information include; a 
prairie fire in the fall of '84 which caused a loss of 
stables, oxen, wheat and hay belonging to C. Wagner 
while G. Lindsay lost a wheat stack; Maj. Douglas 
built a dam to raise water; W. Findlay held a taffy 
social at her home pleasing those with a sweet tooth; 
D. McNaught had a contract to drive the stage coach 
to Brandon. 

If you are interested in firsts, note this. The first 
birth in Rapid City was reported by the Standard - a 
daughter for Mr. and Mrs. J. Burland on Jan. 9, 1884. 

A log drive in Rapid City? Well there was one in 
1884 with the river crowded from bank to bank with 
logs floated down from Riding Mountain for the local 
saw mill which had been established by Dr. McIntosh. 

McINTOSH'S SAW MILL 
Away back there in seventy-nine 
The Dr. built his mill, 
And some of the men who helped him 
Are living with us still. 
When walking round our city fair, 
Some handsome doors we see, 
With softly shaded pretty lights, 
And built so perfectly. 
Some houses, too, have such swell floors, 
The hardwood smooth and nice; 
So wonderful the polish, too, 
Like walking on good ice. 
Before we had the saw mill here -
No boards to make our doors, 
And some had flattened poles laid down, 
But mostly earthen floors. 
Some settlers whipsawed boards by hand -
That was some job by heck, 
To stand below in sawpit there 
With sawdust down your neck. 



These boards when sawn still in the rough, 
The marks of saw unsmoothed, 
The edges with the axe were trimmed -
They were not tounge and grooved. 
They did not make a handsome door, 
The fit was far from good, 
But if the crack was far too wide 
We plugged it up with mud. 
At last the scream of saw was heard, 
It was a welcome sound; 
Soon lots of lumber were for sale, 
And work for men around. 
And in those days the log drives came, 
It was a busy sight, 
The river crowded full with logs, 
Gangs busy day and night. 
The logs came floating from the north, 
From Riding Mountain Woods; 
Brandon drives used to come down first, 
Swept through on swelling floods. 
'Twas lots of work in northern woods 
For many men and teams; 
Forgotten now, those busy times, 
Remembered but as dreams. 
The Mill was over on the point, 
By Priestley's was a boom, 
Backwater filled with logs until 
No longer was there room. 

Rapid City Brickyard. 

Thos Parker 
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The first house built entirely of lumber was erected for 
D. Butchart on corner of 2nd. Ave. and 4th. Street. 

From a high of over 1200 people, the popUlation in 
1884 stood at 956 residents, with an assessment of 
$365,435.00. Compare this to Minnedosa who had 524 
residents with an assessment of $613,296.00. 

The Baptist Church was built in 1884. 
1885 Mayor for 1885 was D. McNaught while W. 

Cowan served as town clerk. Councillors were Head, 
Grummett, Ross and Webb. 

Mention was made in Rapid Citys' newspapers of a 
pottery plant belonging to John Ralston. Using locally 
procured clay, work had begun on May 21,1885, but as 
yet no firing of the bricks had taken place. 

Rapid City was attracting professional people as 
well as business men. For example: Carss and Nelles 
offered their services as solicitors, Dr.'s Cornell and 
Casswell were physicians, surgeons and accoucheurs 
(one who attends confinement cases), Dr. Crookshank 
began practising in 1885 (and continued till his retire
ment in 1925), M. Turriff was a license inspector, J. 
Mimmach issued marriage licenses while Mr. 
Hawksworth was known as auctioneer. 

Business not mentioned before included: Leflar and 
Donald's - gent's clothing, C. Clackson jewellery, 
D. Hopper into banking now, C. McQuinn - coal, J. 
White - hardware, T. Houlding - building supplies, J. 
Gibbard - boots and clothing T. Cottingham -
harness shop, J. Hardaker - organs, J, Dunoon -
merchant and tailor, J. O'Neil - "artistic" tailor and 
J. Crane - painter of houses and carriages. It must 



Rapid City Brickyard. 

have been encouraging to have stores in town offering 
"refined things" in life like jewellery, organs and "ar
tistic" clothing! Also in 1885, W. Reed repaired shoes, 
G. Newsome had his billiard business burn down, T. 
Huchell became proprietor of the Queen's Hotel, Mrs. 
Butchart offered meals, and lodging, G. Balkwell 
opened his flour mill with steam power to be used in 
winter, J. Hewer's livery burned, and Hindson pur
chased G. Lindsats store. 

Mention is made of a Major Douglas who went to 
Winnipeg on Sat., April 16, 1885 to buy arms for the 
Rapid City Rifle Company. 

The Mill Rapid City, c1900. 
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The Rapid City Cafe was the scene of a gathering 
where people organized with the purposes of sending 
men to the Riel Rebellion. 

1886 Shortly after 1886 appeared, a Mr. D. Glover 
left the Ralston Pottery Company and moved into 
town, hoping to start his own business. 

Imagine the excitement in 1886 when Rapid City's 
red-letter day arrived in the form of the area's first 
train! The locomotive arrived on the branch line from 
Minnedosa where once the main line had been ex
pected. However, a free return trip to Minnedosa 
produced some excitment when a coach containing the 
editor broke loose. There it stayed, until the engineer 
finally discovered what had happened and returned for 
them. After that delay, some 600 people were guests of 
the town at the Queens where they enjoyed a fine 
meal! 

In this year of 1886, G. McCulloch of Plum Creek 
with a $10,000.00 bonus from the municipality of 
Saskatchewan and a free site from the Town, began 
building the mill on a stone foundation; three stories 
high and containing 5 looms which turned out 150 
pounds (68Kg) of yarn daily. 

Residents learned of the death of D. L. McLaren 
who had surveyed and laid out the land on which the 
Town was presently built. 

Fire in early January destroyed G. Newsome's 
billiard room and also the Caldwell House. 

One interesting social gathering in the late 1880's 
was what was called the basket social (still held in 
some areas in 1970's). Gentlemen would bid on baskets 



of lunch prepared by the ladies. The idea was to buy 
the basket and then consume the contents having the 
lady as a partner. A mystery to many was how the 
man knew which basket to bid on! 

Mayor for the year was S. L. Head with Councillors 
Webb, Grummet, Butchart, Hall, McNaught and Ross. 

1887 In 1887, the first carload of flour was shipped 
East with 25 sacks destined for England. This flour 
was produced from local wheat by G. Balkwell at his 
roller mill. 

Somewhat later in the year Sibbald and Kerr 
operated a grocery and butcher store while J. Warren 
continued to operate his bakery. 

Apprentices did not have an easy time of it during 
those early years. Consider this case. An ad in the 
paper called for a boy to learn the newspaper trade. 
Note the pay scale. 

"Wanted: a printer's devil for the newspaper; a 
bright boy to be taught the trade and to be paid at the 
following rates: 1st year $50.00, 2nd year $100.00, 3rd 
year $200.00." 

Those wishing to have their photographs taken, 
could go to A. Davidson who offered 12 cabinet photos 
for $3.00. He also took several good photos of the 
Ralston farm showing its finer points and its beautiful 
location. 

A. Laurens found he could do more business if he 
would accept farm produce as payment for goods from 
his store. 

In late December, a toboggan club was formed with 
S. L. Head as president. Over $65.00 was raised and 
given to a committee of Ovas, Basler, Vaughan, and 
Butchart with instructions to erect a toboggan slide. 
At least they wouldn't have to use dry fire wood which 
was very scarce that winter! 

A look at the business side of the story shows J. 
White starting a hardware store, Rouse & Co. were 
known for furniture and as undertakers, J. Cottingham 
pleased customers with his harness making and Wm. 
Reid expanded his shoe repair business. 

At that time a team of horses sold by P. Campbell 
to Thos. Tuttle brought $300.00. 

Councillors were A. Basler, F. Zimmer, D. 
McNaught, J. Hall, R. McArthur, D. Butchart with S. 
L. Head as mayor and J. Rogerson as Sec.-Treas. 

A descriptive write up of Rapid City in 1888 was 
done by special correspondent D. McKerchar who had 
taught school in Rapid City in 1887. This story was 
carried in The Winnipeg Sun-Mid-Summer issue, and 
featured all the positive aspects of what Rapid City 
had to offer. In addition he gave a brief resume of 
several pioneers - A . Basler, M. Turriff, M. Thomp
son, McCallum, Vaughan, W. Grummett and Carrs and 
Nelles. 

Unable to continue with the saw mill business, Dr. 
McIntosh dismantled the structure. 

Not dismantling but building was a Mr. R. Madden 
who built the Masonic Hall in 1888. 

By now the lime kiln was operated by Chas 
McQuinn. 

While J. Dunoon was enlarging his tailoring es
tablishment, S. Hampton had decided to discontinue 
publication of the Rapid City Enterprise. Deciding he 
needed a holiday. R. Butchart - station agent, 
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travelled to the east with M. Bulgin taking care of the 
M. and N.W. railway business. 

Promises to make Rapid City a county entirely 
separated from Minnedosa and to establish a county 
with clerk and bailiff, pleased most citizens. 

Steps were taken in 1888 to organize an agricultural 
society in the district with the approval of the provin
cial government. Organized by D. McNaught, Mr. 
Bailey and J. Shanks, a meeting was called and the 
first annual exhibition of the Rapid City District 
Agricultural Society was warmly received by the area 
residents. 

1889 A new pottery company, built in 1889 was 
managed by Mr. Glover who intended to sell the 
products in all of Manitoba and The Territories (now 
Saskatchewan and Alberta). 

Offering services to the public were A. Laurens 
who sold dry goods, Murray and Todd operating a 
hardware store while J. Hindson sold groceries. 

Mention is made of a Rev. R. Hole who was in
volved with the Baptist Church in Rapid City. 

An irate taxpayer took members of the Town Coun
cil to task and concluded with this statement. "So now 
they look like jackasses, should be treated like 
jackasses and as I supported them, I suppose I'm 
another jackass." 

Mayor in 1889 was Mr. McArthur, elected un
animously. 

If you had consumption or catarrh, Dr. 
Crookshanks in the local drugstore was the man to see 
for Piso's Cure (said to be able to cure numerous other 
things be sided the ones mentioned). On the other hand, 
McCallum and Vaughan, agents for Doherty organs, 
offered organs of elegant design and artistic finish. 

Eggs sold for 121/z¢ a dozen (how would you pay l/z¢ 
?), a carload of wool was shipped to Winnipeg, the 
lacrosse team beat Brandon 4 to 0, and the C.P.R. con
tinued to sell "prime" land to anyone wishing to settle 
in the west. 

In June of 1889, Council passed a gopher by-law 
(any similarity to a dog by-law?) which offered a 
bounty on gopher tails. 

Happy news came out of the post office. Records 
showed a large increase of $431.59 in receipts from the 
previous years. 

1890 Mayor for 1890 was J. Ovas with councillors 
J. Hindson, R. McArthur, S. L. Head, W. Vaughan, D. 
McNaught and G. Stone. 

If you wished to have a dress made, you had to see 
Mrs. Couzen. The Vindicator Bookstore offered ac
count books (lower prices than Brandon!), Bibles, 
wallpaper and the like. Farmers found out that binder 
twine was in short supply, resulting in a frantic out
burst of purchasing (sounds like the Great Baler 
Twine Scare of the 1970's!). 

The M. and N.W. Railway purchased the Great 
Northwest telephone line between Portage La Prairie 
and Rapid City with the intention of using the poles and 
wire elsewhere. 

More acquisions had H. C. Clay, on November 21, 
1890, purchasing The Rapid City Reporter from W. 
Shanghnessy. 

Citizens in Rapid City, during Arbor Day, planted 
more trees and shrubs than ever before. 



View of Rapid City from Northwest, c1895. 

Fourth Street Rapid City, c1890. 
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Anybody wishing to purchase a farm certainly had 
a choice upon visiting M. Turriff's real estate agency. 
He had approximately 1000 farms for sale surrounding 
Rapid City and along the G.N.W.C. Railway line. Some 
facts the readers may appreciate include: Indians 
were selling wild strawberries at 25¢ a quart, The M. & 
N. Railway offered a return trip to Minnedosa for 65¢, 
G. Balkwell caught a six lb. (3 kg) pickeral, J. Gib
bard, owner of the Big Boot on 4th Street offered 
harvest shoes at $1.00 a pair, auctioneer Clay promised 
to accept 5¢ bids for any article. 

Looking at an 1890 copy of the Spectator (courtesy 
of the museum) we notice that this issue had a 
promotional flavour to it. All the good points of the 
Town were listed under headings of "Some Things 
That We Have" and "Things We Have Not Got". Then 
the newspaper goes on to say that the quality of a town 
can be judged by the standards of its businessmen. 
Some of the more prominent ones were listed: J. Ovas 
(Rapid City Mills), A. Bailey (harness and saddlery), 
G. Stone (postmaster), J. Hindson (merchantile), 
Murphy and Todd (hardware), W. Vaughan 
(groceries), R. Butchart (M. & N.W.), J. Warren 
(bakery), W. Harris (Cheap Cash Store), A. Basler 
(Windsor Hotel), Thompson & Armstrong 
(machinery), J. Dunoon (tailor), W. Manbey 
(lawyer), T. Cottingham (harness), R. Hawthorne 
(blacksmith), T. Grummett (carriage works), Dr. 
Crookshank (drug store), M. Turriff (real estate and 
insura~ce), W. Kennedy and S. Hopper (store), J. 
McCallum (meats), J. Sproat (Massey Company), D. 
Butchart (clothing), A. Reeves (barber), H. Ross 
(store), H. Clay (Queens Hotel), E. Crane (painter), J. 
Kelley (Kelley House), Campbell and Leflar (store), 
J. Murphy (iron works), Carss and Nelles (law firm), 
Zinc Bros. (boots and shoes), J. White (hardware), F. 
Zimmer (blacksmith), T. Shannon (builder), Houlding 
and Madden (lumber), Wm. Basler (livery), 
McGregor and Hewer (livery), W. Grummett (livery), 
J. Kelley (livery), S. L. Head (livery and 
stockbreeding), D. McNaught (livery), J. Hall (store). 

Problems in the town were explicitly dealt with in 
the local newspaper. Such topics as poor streets and 
roaming livestock were minor events compared to a 
major outburst by Mr. Clay in Oct. 15, 1891. He com
plained bitterly that the town council, which was 
described some months ago as "an immense mountain 
of talent", was now mismanaging town affairs and 
raising taxes to an unbearable level. Editorials con
tinued until some scant fourteen days later, an article 
demanded the resignation of that same "immense 
mountain of talent"! Council however chose to ignore 
the suggestion and continued to function. 

Around the beginning of November of the same 
year, the Marquette Reporter had changed its name to 
The Patrons Advocate but there was no change in the 
direction of the editorials which continued to be aimed 
at the council. But now, others had started to write as 
well. Many praised the council and their work while 
others agreed with the editor. One letter wondered 
how two tenders submitted for a new bridge were dealt 
with since the higher one was accepted. Things were 
heating up rather quickly and The Patron was busy 
heaping on the fuel. 
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A general meeting produced more criticism aimed 
at Mayor Ovas and councillors Head and White. An 
election which followed was enough to have an 
editorial comment which stated "the councils' in
difference to the necessities of the struggling taxpayer 
was rebuked by a majority of the electors". 

Christmas was approaching and the guardian of the 
law, J. Henry, resigned over a dispute involving a 
horse and a councillor! 

The new council pondered over burglaries, window 
breaking, unlicensed dogs and the need for a new con
stable. 

In spite of unfavorable railway reports, 
businessmen continued to operate and to expand even 
if in a small way. A mention of some included: G. 
McGregor - manager of the Farmers Elevator Co., 
Head and Taylor - butchers, E. Gossett Jackson 
had lumber and implements for sale, G. Clackson -
jeweller, T. Houlding - general store in the Urpeth 
Block. 

If you wanted to go on an excursion via the 
Northern Pacific Railway to all points in Ontario, 
Quebec, N.S., P.E.I., and N.B.? all you needed was 
$40.00 for a round trip and lots of time! 

E. Bailey, the local J.P. left for Morden where he 
founded the Modern Herald and thus was instrumental 
in persuading the leader of the Rapid City paper to join 
him. Consequently, the Patron Advocate ceased to ex
sist and the name reverted to the Marquette Reporter. 

Shortly afterward, two Rapid City candidates D. 
McNaught and A. Carss began campaigning for the 
privilege of representing the area in the Legislature in 
Winnipeg. After a rather hectic campaign, Mr. 
McNaught became Rapid City's first M.P.P. 

Stuart Bros. operated a saw mill with R. Luker as 
foreman. Mr. Nelles began constructing a brick 
building, one of the first of its kind in Rapid City. The 
site was on the corner of 3rd Ave. and 6th St.; the 
house still standing and occupied by the Stefaniuks. 

1892 - Ovas assumed office of mayor with J. White, 
J. Kelly, E. Gossett-Jackson, R. McGregor, W. 
Grummett and G. Stone as councillors. Clerk of the 
county court was E. Bailey who also acted as J.P. with 
J. Hall as his deputy. 

Mr. Young, who was appointed manager of the 
Reporter spoke highly of the new council but he spoke 
just as well of the Salvation Army, who was can
vassing for funds. H. Clay and his staff, in a sworn 
statement, came forth with the fact that the papers' 
weekly publication reached 580. 

Business men to be mentioned now include N. 
Payne as new butcher, Dr. Campbell - drug store 
with school books, W. Ottis woodworking, Thomp
son -life insurance, Mrs. Watson - millinery, Taylor 
and Gorden butchers and H. Clay as auctioneer. G. 
Basler and J. Burland jointly owned the Windor Hotel 
while Messrs. Rea and Hickling have secured the con
tract for carrying mail between Rapid City and Bran
don. 

A celebration honoring 20 years of settlement in the 
Little Saskatchewan Valley was prepared by Mrs. A. 
Basler late in 1892 just before Christmas. Some 50 
representatives who gathered at the Windsor Hotel 
enjoyed a fine meal and a rather late social hour. In 



fact it was so late that several husbands were rather 
taken aback when confronted by their not so happy 
spouses. Mr. D. McNaught M.P.P. attended, as well as 
the two rival newspaper editors H. Clay and S. Hamp
ton. Rivalries were forgotten however as speaker 
after speaker expressed optimism and enthusiasm for 
Rapid City's future. 

More bits of information before the year closes: D. 
Smith is starting a singing class in town adding to the 
cultural aspirations of the settlers; a double rig will 
operate from the Kelly House in town to the G.N.W.C. 
Railway and will endeavour to meet all trains. 

Rapid Citys' tax rate for 1892 was 20 mills, down 
from 26.25 mills from 1891. A further 10% discount will 
be allowed on all taxes paid before November 15. 

P. Carroll was voted a grand sum of 25¢ a night as 
remuneration for lighting the town lamps. 

Later in the year J. Hindson was appointed mayor, 
replacing J. Ovas who had resigned. One of his first 
duties was to deal wIth the proposal by G.N.W.C. who 
offered to bring the station near town for $6.00. 

1893 - The new council of 1893 was beset with 
problems of unpaid taxes. Some people had paid theirs 
while some couldn't and a few obstinate ones wouldn't. 
Councillor McGregor suggested that the council in
vestigate the possibility of acquiring a pork-packing 
factory which would provide employment for 100 or 150 
people. Other topics demanding attention were the 
need for the town clerk to be at his office on a regular 
day, danger of youths jumping off moving railway 
cars, and the need for a safe for storage of important 

View of Rapid City from Northwest, c1892. 
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papers as a recent lamp explosion and fire had caused 
some damage. 

Law appointments are to be noted. W. Vaughan was 
appointed as bailiff on the Rapid City county Court 
while on May 7, 1893, J. Hall accepted appointment as 
a provincial Justice of Peace. 

Justices appointed for Rapid City and area were B. 
Tingley, J. Thompson, D. McNaught, J. McKay, G. 
McKenzie, G. McGregor, G. Grant and L. Short. Judge 
Walker presided over a County Court on Wednesday, 
April 17, 1893. J. Clark was appointed chief license in
spector. 

A rather drastic move by Council in 1893 was at
tributed to the inability to meet liabilities and the 
refusal of government to lend assistance. Facing such 
a formidable problem, the council resigned in a body 
and suspended all civic business. One thing is certain: 
this move certainly brought attention to the problem! 

It seems that 1893 was known for council crises. 
Rumours flew thick and fast as spring made its 
presence known. The Reporter pen, poised and ready, 
finally demanded a secretary-treasurer's statement of 
the town's finances ... demands which were ignored. 
Articles by the Reporter indicated the disappearance 
of the tax roll and of a fire conveniently destroying 
some papers. Council instructed the Sec.-Treas. to 
place all finances (of which there were $500 or $600 ac
cording to the Sec. Treas.) in the bank. However, at 
the next meeting the books, documents and cash were 
all missing. Provincial authorities were notified and 
the clerk was found near Minnedosa. He denied all 



knowledge of the loss and stated thai nearly $1,300 was 
missing and that the delinquent taxpayers were 
responsible for the disappearance of the tax records. 
The Reporter, with tongue in cheek, suggested that an 
autopsy should be preformed on a recently departed 
cow. It seems that said cow varied her grass diet with 
washing obtained from various clothes lines. Perhaps, 
stated the Reporter, the cow had developed a taste for 
municipal records! 

It is good to find that some individuals were still 
adventurous. A Thomas Webb, charged with assault, 
was fined a total of $10 and costs or spend 14 days in 
Brandon goaL Well, Mr. Webb hadn't done any travell
ing or visiting lately so he chose prison. After an in
teresting coach trip and care by the goal folk, he 
returned to Rapid City quite refreshed and ready for 
whatever came next! 

If you wanted a haircut for 25¢ and a shave for 10¢, 
Coulter was the barber to see. E. Gossett-Jackson 
shipped 50,000 bricks to Gladstone while a carload of 
yarn was shipped to the East from the local mill. Men 
who wanted fancy clothes visited G. Hagg tailor of 4th 
street and saw J. Beveridge for watch repair and sale 
of jewellery. Farmers had their blacksmith job cared 
for by T. Houlding who took over from T. Grummett. 
Thirty beef carcasses and some pork were cooled 
locally in a 500 ton ice house (connected to a slaughter 
house) before shipment to Toronto. 

View of Rapid City showing Mill, c1892. 
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A strong wind in June of 1893 blew down a toboggan 
slide (according to sources there were two) which was 
claimed by a local creditor. Much to his chagrin, T. 
Harding (who was owed $17) learned that the bailiff 
would decide who would share in the spoils! 

A brass band was re-organized in 1893 when some 
instruments were found lying around. After practising 
for two nights a week, the band gave a performance in 
Moline; a performance "which left much to be 
desired." No doubt a pouring rain dampened the 
spirits of both performers and the crowd! 

Then came a debate on woman sufferage, organized 
by the Rapid City Literary and Debating Society but it 
drew only a few ladies and some curious onlookers. 
This debate was won by the negatives due to the ef
forts of S. Hampton, J. Sprost and R. Butchart 
although the affirmative team of W. Medd, E. Peplow 
and T. McNaught received praise for their efforts. 

Crowds filled the Methodist church to hear a "new
fangled phonograph" but were disappointed by its 
small size which made hearing difficult. As well, the 
operator irritated many of the crowd with his silly 
manner. 

More events occurred which raised the ire of Rapid 
City citizens. The creditors of the G.N.W.C. Railway 
seized the stock and closed down the line. As well the 
failure of the Commercial Bank of Manitoba left some 
with obsolete money in their hands. Lastly, 



grumblings were heard from local girls and mothers, 
when local youths brought in Ontario ladies as their 
wives! Take care of your own first, was the cry. 

1894 Business changes occurred in 1894. F. Kay 
purchased the Windsor Hotel from A. Basler, Miss 
Flaws opened a dress making shop and Mr. Downie 
(miller) started a hog ranch. Merchants were paying 
15¢ for butter and 8¢ for eggs. 

Events were rather hectic for a local businessman 
in early 1894. He was warned to leave town within 24 
hours after a crowd gathered in front of his building, 
burned his sign, burned an effigy of the proprietor and 
threatened to lynch him. By now, the man realized 
that the crowd didn't like him so he produced a 
revolver which checked the crowd for a time. Finally, 
the man was driven out of town and forced to walk to 
Brandon. 

The Moline settlement just purchased a new steam 
threshing outfit which was transported to Rapid City 
on the M. & N. W. Railway and taken to Moline by E. 
Soldan. 

Word was received that D. Hopper, T. Shannon, J. 
Hindson and W. Grummett were planning to erect and 
operate a creamery but later in the year that idea was 
shelved. 

Many people were rather snowed in when stormy 
weather arrived. Not so for newcomer F. Kay (recent 
owner of the Windsor Hotel) who was able to travel 
anywhere he wanted behind a team of tamed elk! 

View of Rapid City from Northwest, c1892. 
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Spring, 1894 style, arrived. T. Holding loaded 10 
cars of stone for Portage La Prairie's new courthouse; 
the woolen mill once more commenced operation and 
McKellar and Jackson hired men for its sawmilL 

A. Reeves arrived in 1894, ready to (as the Reporter 
reported) "fizze the ladies' bangs, attend to the 
cultivation of gentlemen's whiskers, cut their hair a la 
Pompadour and brush off their coats, all with taste 
and accuracy." A month later, that same individual 
became an undertaker and according to the Reporter, 
"will give as much satisfaction in that line as 
barbering! " 

Creamery news was the highlight in August of 1894, 
but that good news will be written elsewhere in this 
book. 

Many new faces were appearing on the local scene. 
The list included 1. Strome - clothier; N. McKelvie 
dry goods, H. Simonite - fruiterer and confectioner; 
M. Turriff - farm sales, life insurance and issuer of 
marriage licenses; Hopper Bros; groceries and 
clothing; J. Hindson - groceries and dry goods ; Gar
diner & Owens - hardware; Mrs. Johnson - dress 
maker; W. Currie footwear; W. Carveth - pork
packer; Wolfe Bros. - Windsor livery and feed; S. 
Hunter grocer; C. Braund jeweller and Mrs. Wat
son - milliner. 

1895 - H. Clay left the employ of The Reporter 
which continued under C. Yeoman as publisher, H. 
Morris as foreman with B. Hamnett and A. 



Crookshank on the staff as well. Their first editorial 
scolded Rev. Christmas whose pulpit utterances were 
those unbecoming a man of the cloth. They praised the 
new Hudson and Adkin store; one built with materials 
procured locally with masonry by J. Flaws, carpenter 
Shannon and Madden, painting by E. Crane and turned 
work by J. Rouse. However, after 18 months of opera
tion, the foursome returned the business to Mr. Clay 
who renamed it The Marquette-Spectator Reporter. 

R. Hales bought the old sawmill machinery which 
he intended to move to the brickyard. In addition he 
bought a stone stable from D. McNaught and planned 
to build a residence. C. McQuinn began a freighting 
business while A. Lundy offered his services as 
blacksmith and implement business to the public. 
Elves Brothers were known as butchers. 

Credit must be given to the district for the building 
of the first curling rink, a structure 142 by 66 feet. This 
building was begun the previous year and was now 
ready for its first game. 

1896 - By now those who had remained in Rapid 
City in spite of the adverse effects of the railway mov
ing elsewhere, could be considered as true pioneers of 
Rapid City. There were names like McNaught, Stone, 
Gardiner, Hindson, Flaws, Lockhart, Turriff, Hamp
ton, Sharrin, Howard, Cousins and Head. Others who 
had briefer stays were Shaffner (who later became a 
doctor and a senator), Miss C. Allen who attained 
teaching fame, and S. McKee who opened the first 
academy in the west. 

To those interested in thrills, just imagine what the 
users of the toboggan slide felt like in 1896. Records in-

Rapid City Farm Scene, c1895. 

dicate that this toboggan slide was used by young and 
old alike, beginning from the south bank (present loca
tion of the small playgound at 3rd and 6th) and landing 
up (hopefully) at the north bank near the old Windsor 
Hotel (present day location of the beach). Some brave 
souls even tried the slide on skates but no record can 
be found of their success or failure! And picture the 
dismay and fear felt by one slider when he (or she) 
saw a cow on the path with no way to avoid a collision! 
Not only was this slide used for its primary purpose 
but some souls used it for a vantage point. On one oc
casion some gathered at the site to witness an eclipse 
of the sun. They had to remain there for the full eclipse 
of the sun as the darkness made descent perilious. 

One of the most serious fires in Rapid City 
destroyed the woolen mill in December of 1896. A 
bucket brigade from the river to the mill was quickly 
organized but such efforts could not save the tinder
dry structure and combustible contents. Plans were 
soon underway for another mill to be operated by 
water power. 

No space was left in the local hall when a famous 
Indian recited some of her work. E. Pauline Johnson 
inspired her audience with "Lullaby of the Iroquois" 
and "The Train Dogs." 

Thus when December of 1896 came to a close, 
twenty-five years of local settlement had been 
achieved. 

1897 - The local newspaper, in cooperation with the 
government, ran an eight page promotion paper, urg
ing all readers to examine the advantages of Rapid 
City's location, its population, its possibilities and its 



future. This special issue boasts of Rapid City's four 
general stores, three hotels, three hardware stores, 
four livery barns, three blacksmith shops, four 
churches, two barbershops, a harness shop, tinsmith 
shop, drug store, millinery shop, jewellery store, 
bakery, school, banking house and four fraternal 
organizations. 

Another disastrous fire hit Rapid City in February 
of 1897. The blaze began in T. Moir's barber shop, 
spread to the McKelvie and Zink Bros. store. Removal 
of the Denis Daly office prevented the spreading of the 
flames into the J. Dunoon tailor shop. Goods, saved 
from the McKelvie building, were stored in the recent
ly remodelled and enlarged Masonic HalL After the 
fire, Mr. McKelvie continued on with his business in 
the hall but Mr. Moir moved westward. 

Two men, E. McGregor and W. Currie, after 
reading the C.P.R. advertisement of opportunity in the 
Yukon, left for the west but were back in five months. 
It seems the Yukon was full of eager men looking for 
jobs which were scarce. 

Back in Rapid City, Messrs. A. McKinnon and J. 
Jamieson were seeking a loan of $5,000 in order to aid 
in the construction of an oatmeal mill on the Balkwell 
water power system. A by-law authorizing such a loan 
would have to be passed by the taxpayers. However, a 
vote was never held and finally in June of 1897, a St. 
Boniface man purchased the building but for use as a 
woolen mill. Creditors of the oatmeal mill tried to get 
their money back which was used to purchase lumber. 
It seems that finally the sheriff had to be called in to 
deal with the matter. 

Talk about low prices! In 1897 G. Greig sold his cat
tle to Jas. McGregor of Brandon for 3112¢ per pound! 

1898 - Spring of 1898 produced a good old fashioned 
snow storm. A train from Forrest finally arrived and 
had to layover forcing passengers to spend a night in 
Rapid City. 

That same spring, G. Stone, after 10 years of post 
office service, retired in favour of John Dunoon Jr. 
LePage bought Hopper's store and continued to serve 
the pUblic. 

If you were caught racing horses on main street in 
Rapid City in 1898, you just might have been issued a 
ticket. One citizen raced and paid. . . all of a $1 fine! 

Realizing that all work and no play may be 
profitable but not much fun, a bicycle club was formed 
in 1898 with captain T. Butchart, and B. Wright and 
Miss E. Houlding as first and second lieutenants. The 
first run from Kelly House to the G.N.W.C. station and 
back generated much enthusiasm. A road race, loudly 
cheered by many spectators had Mr. Ross defeating 
all opponents including Mutter, Grummett, Loddin and 
Hindson. 

A circus (Lemen Bros) in 1898 brought with it, ex
citment and new entertainment. It also brought 
chisellers and con artists who were not particular 
whose money they took. A brawl broke out in the Wind
sor Hotel (under management of C. McKinnon). C. 
Henry from Oak River died and T. Cleaver was 
stabbed in the back. Matters were finally settled by 
trial and jury. 

Messrs. Buck and Huston purchased the Windsor 
Hotel and forthwith completely renovated the 
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building. As this was happening, the owner of the saw 
mill vanished owing his employees more than $1,000 in 
unpaid wages. Lumber was seized by various creditors 
leaving little for the workers. 

At this time in 1898, a new cemetery was located on 
a rise just east of the Town and a child of Mr. and Mrs. 
R. Crane was the first to be laid to rest there. 

Attempts were made to curb the drinking habits of 
the people. Organized by the Women's Christian 
Temperance Union, speakers came from near and far 
denouncing drink as a devil's potion. Letters to the 
editor praised and/or condemned drink wbile a 
plebiscite was being planned. Results of the vote were 
39 for, 8 against for the right to consume. Naturally 
this was followed by a celebration which produced am
ple evidence that perhaps the vote should have been 
reversed! 

1899 - As the last year of the 19th century arrived, 
problem after problem confronted the town counciL In 
addition to the need for a constable, they also had to 
consider unpaid taxes, a proposed nuisance ground, 
and reduction of the corporation boundaries. Seeing as 
the town coffers were low, a brilliant suggestion came 
to light. Let the town constable earn part of his salary 
by impounding dogs for which no licenses had been ob
tained. A fine idea but it didn't work because no one 
seemed to own the dogs especially the one impounded! 
This turn of events caused one citizen to comment that 
there were more dogs than people in Rapid City. Later 
in the year, howls of protest arose from dog owners 
when a mysterious epidemic of dog poisioning 
afflicted the town. 

Also a mystery was the death of one of the tame elk 
belonging to F. Kay's team. 

An interesting situation arose in April of 1899. Many 
of Rapid City's citizens were of the opinion that the 
G.N.W.C. Railway be compelled to move its station 
(presently west of town) into Rapid City. Provincial 
people stated that a line would be built from McGregor 
and in fact this did happen. One line was started from 
Varcoe while another crew began from McGregor. At 
the same time, it was announced that the C.P.R. had 
purchased the G.N.W.C. Railway and was considering 
building into town. 

Spring time a young man's fancy turns to love. In 
Rapid City, however, there was no love for a request to 
purchase more band instruments. Instead they turned 
out in droves to witness a skating exhibition between 
local J. Grummett and Oak River's J. Monroe, which 
was won by the Rapid City entry. 

Back to a serious consideration; that of dealing 
with the nine sections comprising Rapid City. Back in 
the 1870's, such a large area did not seem out of the or
dinary, considering the plans in store for Rapid City. 
Now that the railway's location had been established, 
there obvously was no need for the nine sections. Coun
cil was informed that only $150 in taxes would be lost 
through entrenchment. Not only that, but if the town 
could be reduced to a section size, then an amendment 
to the railway act would compel the railway to come 
into Rapid City. Mayor Hindson wondered if the por
tion of land taken away would still be liable for the pre
sent Town debt. He was assured by J. Cameron, 
attorney-general, that "lands taken away were liable 



for debt they shared." Mr. McNaught M.P.P. notified 
the Rapid City residents that a bill was passed 
authorizing the provincial government to guarantee 
their bonds to an amount of $7,000 at 3%; a guarantee 
of the town's old debt of $15,000 to the Manitoba and 
North West Railway and legislation concerning reduc
tion of the Town to one section. 

Some business changes had G. McWilliams begin
ning a blacksmith business from the late F. Zimmer 
while R. Snag offered his blacksmith services on the 
north side of the river. The Board of Trade in Rapid 
City was instituted but that story will appear 
elsewhere in this book. Bread sold at 5¢ each loaf. 

The summer of 1899 had B. Thompson of Douglas 
commence installation of telephone lines in Rapid City 
for 18 residents. Some months later, Mr. Thompson 
offered to sell the company to the Town for $400. Thus 
in October, 1899, the Rapid City Telephone Company 
was born. 

As the year drew to a close, D. McNaught retired 
after 7 years as Rapid City's representative in provin
cial matters. W. Ferguson, a conservative, was chosen 
over J. McConnell. 

E. Pauline Johnson made her second visit to Rapid 
City and delighted her audiences. 

The Rapid City Stage was especially constructed 
for A. Rae by J. Carrick of Brandon. The wheels were 
olive green picked out with red, the body black and or
namented in the same manner having upon its panels 
in large letters of gold, Rapid City Mail. 

Thus the 19th century was complete. Rapid City was 
28 years old as a settlement and 17 years old as a town. 
Now the town entered the 20th century, full of hope, 
plans and apprehension at the same time. 

1900 - Monday, January 1, 1900 dawned clear, 
warm and rather "un-January like". The lack of snow 
made wagons useful and sleighs useless. 

Transportation news made the headlines. On April 
20, 1900 the C.P.R. formally took over the manage
ment of the G.N.W.C. Rapid City residents perked up 
at this news remembering the promise of the last year. 

Shifting ice on the Little Saskatchewan River was 
damaging the bridge and no doubt a new one would be 
needed. The Rapid City Board of Trade suggested a. 
new one of iron and stone. Realizing that their own 
finances were low, Town Council travelled to Win
nipeg, in order to discuss the situation with the proper 
authorities. Some time later, the provincial govern
ment agreed to underwrite half the cost and thus a 
tender was accepted for $2,200. 

Town Council accepted application of C. McKinnon 
to the dual post of policeman and street foreman. This 
move was applauded by the Reporter who in the same 
breath denounced a practise of statue labour still prac
tised in this age. H. Ross became clerk at $175 after D. 
Daly held the position for one week. McNeil was ap
pointed as poundkeeper since area cattle and horses 
appeared to be spending their nights munching in town 
gardens. Any beast impounded was released upon pay
ment of 25¢. 

At this time the South African War broke out. W. 
Milligan and W. Zimmer, both blacksmiths, and H. 
Grestock volunteered for service in the Strathcona 
Horse. 
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Horse lovers, not wishing to be outdone by the bicy
cle enthusiasts, called a meeting in order to establish a 
driving park. At the meeting, an organization called 
The Exhibition Society of Rapid City was formed. It 
purchased 40 acres of land at a sale of school lands. 

E. Stout was kept busy building the Urpeth Block (a 
2 storey structure on 3rd and 4th having places on the 
ground floor and office space and a public hall on the 
second floor) as well as trying to reduce the wolf pop
ulation. For a solution to the latter, he was assisted by 
C. Houlding, H. Clay and John Shank's of Shanks 
Settlement. 

On May 24, 1900, the Marquette Reporter honored 
the 81st anniversary of Queen Victoria with a stirring 
editorial. 

Looking at more concrete issues saw the 
ratepayers finally approving a money by-law for a new 
bridge to be constructed by Hamilton Bridge Com
pany. 

Civic appointments included E. Gardiner as bailiff 
for the Rapid City County Court, S. Hopper as new 
clerk, and J. Hindson as police magistrate for the 
Province of Manitoba. 

Marquette's choice for the Federal Government 
was Dr. Roche, Conservative, who defeated W. 
Thompson, Liberal. 

Rapid City showed its grief when Queen Victoria 
died by having memorial services in the st. Thomas 
Church and in the Urpeth Hall. 

Such a sad event prompted many old-timers to hold 
a pioneer gathering, to be attended by folks from the 
town and country. The scene was the Queen's Hotel 
where about 150 people gathered to hear speeches, 
reminisce, eat leisurely and dance till the early hours. 
Chairman of the meeting was H. Clay and vice
chairman was Reeve E. Soldan. 

Angered at people who likened Rapid City to a wild 
town, the Marquette Reporter struck out at those who 
were responsible. It appears that a similar named 
town in the United States was acquiring quite a name 
for itself. Some people who were not in possession of 
all the facts stated or thought that Rapid City, in 
Manitoba was the culprit, when in fact it was the town 
much further south. 

Finally to complete 1900, mention is made of 
business in town. Tom Sample began a draying and 
transfer business which was continued by Cliff and 
Ken till 1974. F. Walford began photography in the 
Urpeth Block; Buchanan bought the hardware from 
Hamilton & Co.; Head & Son own a butcher shop with 
Mr. Skeoch running the business; A. Todd had a barber 
business, and Moxley & Co. acquired a hardware 
business on 2nd Ave., opposite the Queen's. The brick 
business in Rapid City sold bricks to the Mental 
Hospital and Beaubier Hotel in Brandon. 

By 1900 the only water power in use in Manitoba 
was that of Rapid City on the Little Saskatchewan. 

1901 - The Town's first Citizens' Day in 1901 saw 
townspeople, country cousins, and the Sioux tribe led 
by Chief Antoine, all join together to celebrate. A 
lengthy parade followed by Indian games, pow-wow 
demonstration, pony races, baseball, football, 
trapshooting and other events were part of the excite
ment. In particular, the parade offered to the public an 



impressive display of Indian costumes and Indian 
braves decked out in warpaint and feathers as they 
depicted scalp hunters returning from a successful 
hunt. Another highlight was the Indian dance which 
was proclaimed a sight worth waiting for and rarely 
seen again. Throughout the exciting celebration, the 
Rapid City Brass Band provided instrumental enter
tainment. 

Poor train service incurred the wrath of the local 
newspaper. Noting that a recent trip from Brandon to 
Shoal Lake took 8 hours to complete the 100 miles, 
while a trip to Brandon took 61/4 hours to complete the 
30 miles, Editor Clay wrote "never in the old days of 
the M. & N.C. or of the G.N.W.C. was such miserable 
and inadequate train service rendered or such little 
attention paid to the wants and comforts of the travell
ing public." 

A historic but sad event occurred on April 30, 1901. 
S. Teeples made his last run between Brandon and 
Rapid City. No successors were to be found and Post
master Dunoon made the last three runs himself. This 
marked the end of the Rapid City stagecoach service 
and was the end of an era in transportation. 

In the Town itself, the Queen's Hotel was gradually 
becoming decrepit. Shortly, the owner called for 
tenders for a new 3 storey structure to be built from 
Rapid City brick. (Incidentally, to this point in time, 
over 1 million bricks had been produced.) Under 
manager H. Olin, the cost of a first class meal was in
creased to 35¢ from 25¢. 

Medical news occupied the minds of the people in 
1901. The need for a hospital soon became apparent 
when typhoid fever struck near Elton Municipality. A 
nurse by the name of White arrived to take charge of 
all arrangements. 

By the end of 1901, the list of businessmen included; 
Koller & Fleming blacksmiths; Zimmer brothers 
blacksmiths; W. F. Rook - druggist; A. Lundy sold 
implements; F. Walford - photographer; Dr. J. 
Young - veterinary surgeon; Miss Hardie millinery 
and hair switch shop; W. Odges - billiards hall, 
Rodgers - baker who used Rapid City flour, C. James 
- baker; Dr. Munn took care of dental work; F. Smith 
bought the dray business from A. McKinnon who 
turned to barbering. Than there were others like 
McKellar, Jackson, LePage Brothers, T. Houlding, J. 
Hindson, G. Clackson, J. White, J. Burland, E. Money, 
and J. Moore. The above list demonstrates that well 
established businesses continued to function but there 
were others who remained in the public eye for only a 
short time. Rapid City was changing, slowly but sure
ly, and in the opinion of some perhaps not for the best. 

1902 - D. Hopper's banking house was replaced 
"lock, stock, and barrel," by the Union Bank of 
Canada in 1902. The first teller-accountant was B. 
Cope who had to ask the Marquette Reporter to cut 
large sheets of printed currency into manageable size. 

Plans were in the works for another Methodist 
Church and the new Queens Hotel went into construc
tion. As well, the Rapid City Woolen Mills Co. with J. 
Cowan was formed. C. Beattie, general merchant, and 
A. Lyne, jeweller arrived on the scene ready to serve 
the public. Talk around town continued to center on the 
railway, the need for fire-fighting equipment, need for 
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a volunteer fire brigade and the dissatisfaction of 
cream shippers with the local creamery. 

Census taking arrived showing an assessment of 
$257,000, 564 people and 131 horses. Since the previous 
one had shown 563 people, the local people had trouble 
understanding that there was only an increase oione! 

Also in the fall of 1902, the Rapid City Power, Light 
and Woolen Manufacturing Co. was formed to supply 
electric light and power. 

Sold by auction to E. Bailey was the old newspaper 
plant, The Vindicator. 

1903 January, 1903 dawned clear and cold. The 
Windsor livery stable caught fire. Due to the efforts of 
the townspeople who covered the building with water
soaked blankets, only a small portion was lost. This 
fire, however, illustrated the need for a fire-fighting 
unit, a topic which was soon discussed by the Town 
Council. 

Other topics soon occupied council chambers. 
Creamery members were voicing displeasure with 
that particular operation. An earlier cooperative 
agreement was not working out so someone suggested 
an organization similar to that of the Grain Growers. 

Mail was now coming in only 3 times a week com
pared to daily a while ago. This was a menace to local 
progress, argued the Marquette Reporter. 

April of 1903, had an influx of newcomers, all bus
tling with ambition and excitement. It seems they had 
been brought in to work at farms in the district. Some 
months later, tales of woe and despair, of unpaid 
wages, of unfulfilled work contracts, all were the topic 
of the season. The Crown considered suits for wages 
owing and for work uncompleted. 

July 15, 1903, was the scene when 2,000 people con
verged on Rapid City to witness horse races, baseball, 
football and an acquatic program. 

Shortly afterward, the cornerstone of the new 
Methodist Church was laid by Mrs. David (Mother) 
Butchard. Following the ceremony conducted by Rev. 
J. Runions, a small box was set into the stone. In the 
box were copies of the Bible, newspapers, names of 
former pastors, the Sunday School executive and the 
Town Council. 

In 1903, the Rapid City Power Light and Manufac
turing Company began building an electric line from 
the powerhouse to the mill; a first in Rapid City. 

The Queen's Hotel again hit the news when T. Evoy 
sold it for $15,000 to A. Brown from Brandon. Atkin & 
Haslen had a hardware store, Mrs. Mills was a 
milliner and G. Vam Vliet repaired harness. W. Rook 
had a drug store; A. Lyne - jewellery; W. Walford
fancy goods; while Daly and Murray sold insurance. 
Selling insurance as well as M. Turriff while Dr. W. 
Bride had a practise in town. Another insurance office 
was headed by W. Kent while R. Thompson and G. 
McWilliams were known as blacksmiths. 

1904 - In this year, culture of a high order arrived 
in Rapid City; namely the Rapid City Conservatory of 
Music. It was headed by R. Laing, assisted by Mrs. A. 
Scott and J. McAllister. Here pupils prepared for 
college examinations in organ, piano and singing; dai
ly from 9:30 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. 

A big demand arose for vacant space. In fact, 
places of entertainment were used by business people 



Hoppers Union Bank, c1900. 

View of Rapid City from the northwest. 
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who offered their services to the public. As well, a de
mand arose for the need of sidewalks, repairing of 
streets and a firehall. 

All was quiet on the scene as far as fires were con
cerned. Also the weather, according to local experts, 
was not too hard to take. 

1905 - It wasn't too long into 1905 when a fire 
destroyed the newly replaced Windsor Livery, in spite 
of the recently purchased fire apparatus which was un
able to quell the blaze. Mayor Clay suggested that the 
populace demand fewer sidewalks and direct more 
money into other more necessary improvements plus 
a new town bell. 

This year also saw moving pictures come to Rapid 
City, delighting the public and offering the sceptics 
more opportunity to discuss the new apparatus. A good 
crowd turned up at the St. Paul's Church, no doubt 
curious as to its reliability and entertainment value. 

R. Hales, owner of the Rapid City brickworks, just 
recently purchased a quarter section of land near 
Brookdale primarily for its quality of clay. 

At this time too, a public meeting attended by a 
large number, heard proposals to improve the town. C. 
Hindson moved and G. Stone seconded that the council 
borrow on debenture the sum of $15,000 for the purpose 
of erecting a town hall plus other improvements. 

Community life continued with its joys and 
sorrows. Drs. Crookshank and A. Allan attended to A. 
Winterton who had been hurt while digging for coal. 
Nurse Kate Barber was kept quite busy tending 
children ill with scarlet fever. A town bell was 
purchased and placed in position in order to signify 



beginning and cessation of working hours, as well as to 
call volunteers to man the fire apparatus. 

Elections in the fall of 1905 had J. Butchart as 
mayor while council seats were filled by Burland, 
Lockhart, Flaws, Head, Greig, and Dick. 

1906 - The council of Rapid City, early in 1906, 
granted the local band $100 with the proviso that they 
play in the streets once a week. No mention was made 
if they actually carried out that obligation! 

Also early in the new year, the brick-making plant 
moved to Brookdale and the local brickyard firm sold 
for $10,000. 

February produced a fire scare for the residents of 
Rapid City. Smoke poured from the belfrey of the new 
brick school built in 1902. Due to the cold weather, the 
valves of the chemical engine (now located in the 
museum which is in the 1902 building) were frozen and 
a bucket brigade was formed in great haste. Through 
sheer determination, the structure was saved. 

Another fire in mid February of 1906, this time in 
the G. Stone warehouse, again had the chemical engine 
unable to operate. Volunteers tried to save the post of
fice and drug store but the bitter cold and lack of 
proper equipment hindered the attempts. 

Now for some business changes. A Gledhill 
purchased the drug store from Dr. R. Crookshank 
while the partnership of Butchart, Adkin and Haslen 
ended upon the departure of Adkin. J. H. Martin, the 
man who suggested the name Rapid City, left for the 
Pacific Coast, H. Simpson began a barbering career 
which lasted many years. 

The IOOF lodge decided to build a new structure; 
plans called for bricks to be used, 2 stories high with 
room for 2 stores, a lodge room and a public hall up
stairs. 

By now the residents of Rapid City were aware of 
the gift of their druggist, Mr. Gledhill; that is his abili
ty to write. And write he did, quite often in the local 
paper. To Mr. Gledhill, the matter of a railway was 
one of life and death. One of his articles stated most 
emphatically that it was up to each individual to see 
that Rapid City obtained the CNR line since the G.T.P. 
opportunity was lost. He continued to state that until 
Rapid City received the railway, she would not rise to 
the prominence which her geographical location and 
natural resources dictated. He concluded: "Get the 
C.N.R. or migrate!" 

These stirring words motivated the council, the 
board of trade and the political parties. Represen
tatives met government and railway officials in Win
nipeg and tried to persuade the people in power that a 
diversion of the line from the present survey (3 miles 
north of Rapid City) could be accomplished. 

Leaving all those in power to ponder over their 
proposals, the representatives returned home to Rapid 
City, there to face a fuel shortage which began in late 
December of 1906. 

Finally, a listing of achievements in Rapid City dur
ing 1906 were impressively reported in the Marquette 
Reporter. The most important improvement was the 
laying of concrete sidewalks (nearly $3000 worth in 
1906 with more scheduled for the following year). On 
the south side of the river, the quick drying up of the 
streets was attributed to the thorough grading in-
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stigated in the past year. Old buildings on the north 
side, long an eye-sore, were removed and the site for 
the public park chosen. Trees and grass were 
scheduled to be planted in the new spring. 

In 1906 the Bell Telephone established local and 
long distance service. Also the Union Bank was built 
while the English Church was enlarged and 
remodelled. 

Such improvements certainly are to be applauded, 
stated the newspaper, but there is room for more ex
pansion and optimism. 

1907 - The fuel shortage was becoming serious. By 
late January of 1907, no wood was to be had and coal 
was at a low supply. Church services were curtailed 
and the school was closed. 

Back to the railway question. By April, Rapid City 
was notified that the C.N.R. was an assured fact. The 
druggist continued to spur on the citizens by urging all 
concerned to agitate until action was forthcoming. 

Implement buying? Then you could see P. Greig of 
the Frost & Wood Co.; E. Gossett-Jackson was con
nected with McCormick & Sylvester Co.; R. Stone with 
Massey Harris; Lockhart & McIntosh - Deering. 
Seems as if the farmers had quite a choice! G. 
McCulloch & Co. owned their own flour mill and H. 
Ross worked as an agent with the Ogilvie people. 
Around 10,000 sacks of Rapid City flour was ordered; 
half for Glasgow, Scotland and the rest for South 
Africa. (A sack bearing the name of Rapid City Milling 
Co. Ltd. can still be seen at the Rapid City Museum 
courtesy of Ozzie Stone.) The Queen's Hotel changed 
hands twice in one week but that occurrence was 
becoming old hat and almost went unnoticed. 

More important to the citizens in 1907 was the fact 
that its lacrosse team defeated Manitou in Winnipeg 
by a score to 6-5. The winning goal was scored by Tom 
Gardiner who was carried off the field by enthusiastic 
followers. 

September 1907, arrived and with it concerns felt 
by the school board of the inadequate heating system. 

Of another concern but this time to horses, was the 
appearance of an automobile from Brandon. One team 
of horses, having never seen such a contraption, broke 
away from the hitching post, careened along Second 
Avenue and smashed into the store window of Lepage 
Bros. 
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Fall election time; H. Lockhart took the office of 
Mayor by acclamation. 

Meanwhile Mr. Gledhill and W. Rook sold their 
drug stores to J. Cameron. By now the new $20,000 
LO.O.F. block was officially opened with members of 
the Order attending from Brandon, Neepawa and 
Minnedosa. R. Clay involved himself with a stationery 
store. Oh yes, the Queen's Hotel changed hands again 
and again! In Aug. of 1907, it was sold by F. Martin to 
B. Wallace who the very next day, sold the hotel to G. 
Hadley. Because of health reasons, Mr. Clay retired 
from the Marquette Reporter and handed over his pen 
to Mr. Jackson who in turn, passed on the position to 
Mr. Allyn. Mr. and Mrs. R. Allyn decided to take up 
residence in Rapid City and Mr. Allyn's prowess as an 
actor soon made him popular with school children. 

An outbreak of smallpox resulted in the quarantine 
of many homes. Undaunted by the outbreak, Major 
Dyer of the 12th Manitoba Dragoons formed a Rapid 
city Squadron. Uniforms and accoutrements arrived 
- tunics, pants puttees, saddles, bridles, spurs, mar
tingales, hats, cartridge belts, bayonets and military 
overcoats. G. Hindson was appointed sergeant; D. 
Daly a lieutenant; R. Stone as corporal and together 
with other local men took part in exercises in the 
Brandon Camp which lasted for 12 days. 

Good news regards the railway. Word carne that a 
contract for the Rapid City branch had been given to 
McKenzie & Mann who began work immediately. 
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More honor was forthcoming to Rapid City. The 
local lacrosse team took the Western Canada Lacrosse 
Association Championship by defeating Elgin 11 to l. 
This immediately touched off a round of fireworks and 
cheering, the likes of which had not been heard for 
some time. The ladies arranged a banquet for the 
heroes - Murray, Walker, Simpson, McNeil, Stone, 
McQuinn, Blandford, Hunter, Crane, K. Stone, Bailey 
and Gardiner. 

1908 - Town Council was composed of J. Burland, 
A. Page, G. Ross, W. Kent, J. Millar, and W. Dick with 
Mayor Lockhart. Sec.-Treas. A. McWilliams; Town 
Constable - H. Gardiner; Assessor - C. Murray; 
ProvinCIal Constable - S. James, and Police 
Magistrate - R. Daly. Population was estimated to be 
900 people. 

Council, with two councillors voting against, rented 
the LO.O.F. hall for civic purposes at $200 per annum. 
However, a motion authorizing the Town Clerk to con
clude the above agreement, failed to pass so Council 
had to continue their activities from the old premises. 
They did pass a motion authorizing the take-over of the 
cemetery and the accounts unpaid for a sum of $400. 

Other items of interest include the following for 
1908. Elevator capacity 165,000 bushels in 4 
elevators. Theater capacity 600 people. A flour mill 
produced 200 bbIs. School or oratory and physical 
culture, operated by Mrs. E. Allyn. Agent for C.P.R. 
was G. Milner; Sam Chong - laundry; J. Ducksburg 

blacksmith; Linklater Bros. well diggers. 



And so twenty-five years of incorporation have 
passed. Rapid City continues to exist and plan for the 
future inspite of a severe setback regarding the 
railway. Read now and note her progress for the next 
twenty-five years. 

I. RAPID CITY 1909 TO 1933 (50th ANNIVERSARY) 

1909 - New Year's Day of 1909 was an occasion for 
a large gathering to pay tribute to Mr. H. Clay who 
was leaving Rapid City. A presentation of a gold watch 
seemed a suitable gift for a man who had contributed 
much to Rapid City. 

Another presentation and farewell followed later in 
the year, this time to G. Grant, one of Rapid City's 
original council. 

Both of the events were suitably recorded by Mr. 
Allyn, who by now was teaching elocution and physical 
culture classes for children. He also recorded a curling 
game by four men of the cloth (sky pilots as Mr. Allyn 
called them), Rev. Stewart, Wilson, Smith and Avery 
who handily trounced four other churchmen. Alas, 
greener pastures (or pens) beckoned and Mr. Allyn 
left for Nokomis, Sask. with praise following him from 
the pen of the new publisher, Mr. Gardiner. 

Disturbance and excitement seem to follow railway 
workers wherever they travel. The same was true 
around Rapid City where C.N.R steel was being laid 
in 1909. J. Boltom was furious in his remarks to the 
editor that citizens had permitted a railway contractor 
to kick a drunken man in the face. However, when the 
same contractor left a horse to die of thirst and starva
tion, public indignation resulted in the arrest of the 
culprit. Other cases offered testimonials of fights and 
drunken behaviour showing that all was not yet tame 
in the west. 

Work progressed on the line and by Sept. 1909, the 
sound of steam locomotives was familiar and some 
even felt that a station of two stories would be erected, 
especially after a visit by some top officials. 

Then tragedy struck! On Oct. 14, 1909, the worst 
fire in the history of the town demolished a number of 
buildings including the town office where all records 
were lost. Alarm sounded at 2:00 in the morning when 
a blaze was spotted at the rear of the Rouse Building. 
Quickly the fire spread to Dr. Young's office, then to 
D. Roger's bakery and continued on its tragic route to 
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the town office. Possibly the worst damage was done 
at this area where Town records, the R M. of Sask. 
records, the books of the LO.O.F. Lodge and the Rink 
Association, were destroyed. Volunteers hastily 
responded with equipment but it was too little too late. 
One disgruntled citizen stated that the chemical 
engine was useless and that a squirt gun would be of 
more use. Unfortunately no one had thought of saving 
the above mentioned records as there certainly was 
time enough to have done so. 

After the fire, town sec.-treas., C. Murray and RM. 
of Sask. clerk, G. Clackson, obtained the re
registration of all marriages, births and deaths since 
the previous June. Certainly a fire of this magnitude 
opened many eyes to the need of a better fire-fighting 
system. 

Slowly community life returned to normal. Men 
were offered $1.50 per day to work for the telephone 
company which was constructing rural lines. The 
moral reform league was busy in town. A movement 
was underfoot to prevent council submitting a liquor 
by-law to the electorate. Such a by-law was defeated 
107-79. The McCulloch mill was sold to Wm. Lindsay of 
Winnipeg and E. Short and J. Higet of Oak River. 

1910 - The Urpeth Block was purchased by a Win
nipeg man in 1910 while J. Higet sold his interest in the 
milling company to H. Harvey of Gilbert Plains, 
Manitoba. R Clay quit the mercantile business leaving 
his auctioneer-brother Henry to sell the remaining 
stock. More changes came as spring advanced. A meat 
market and a fancy goods store found it unprofitable to 
continue in business. Dr. Volume left for Winnipeg 
while H. Simpson took over the Ferguson barber prac
tise, who just some time ago had offered a hair cut for 
25¢ or 2 for 35¢ (on the same day we wonder?). 

The Reporter was taken over by Cooper Stone and 
H. Clay. Community betterment was stressed, es
pecially the curtailment of stray cattle and wandering 
children! This was no sooner stated than done. Chief C. 
Blaikie started much parental teeth-gnashing by bring
ing errant children before a magistrate. (A lesson for 
present years?) 

May of 1910 saw grief over the death of Edward VII, 
rejoicing over the coronation of George V, and curiosi
ty over the journey of Hailey's comet. 

Murray and Beattie returned to Rapid City after 
having travelled all over the west. It seems they just 
couldn't find a better place for business than Rapid 
City! 

The ladies of the community had raised $250 for 
beautification of the driving park but decided to ap
proach the Council instead and offer the money for 
street lights. This, of course, with the condition that 
the Council match the offer. Rapid City soon had eight 
street lights. 

Fall of 1910 arrived and with it municipal 
acclamations: J. Burland, Mayor with councillors P. 
McIlvrige, J. Bolton, R Stone, G. Hindson and Dr. J. 
Young. 

1911 - Many changes took place in the business sec
tion of Rapid City in 1911. J. Wilson of Brandon 
purchased LePage Bros. Store while E. Gosset
Jackson sold his fuel and lumber business to F. 
Carrick and W. Birkinshaw. C. H. Sanders was now the 
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new owner of a livery business, taking over from R. 
Underhill. Not to be outdone, the Rapid City Milling 
Company purchased the business from W. Lindsay & 
Co. and J. Hindson & Son. The new owners intended to 
increase the capacity of the mill while at the same 
time offering shares to the public at $100 each. 

More changes came. Budd & Scott were the new 
owners of the draying business, taking over from 
Forbes & Linklater. Seeing that the automobile was 
here to stay, J. Flaws announced that his automobile 
garage could repair any kind of vehicle. Lidgate re
opened the Kelly House but was able to carryon only 
to the end of 1911. A new business, the Rapid City 
Trading Company, opened its doors almost at the same 
time as Brunton and Lothian closed their butcher shop. 

Financing and banking were also in the news. 
Following reports that the Union Bank had refused 
loans to some farms, local citizens demanded ex
planations at a general meeting. Manager L. 
Woolcombe explained that he had exceeded his line of 
credit with the head office and had no choice but to 
follow this line of action. Rumors, letters to the Editor 
and speculation set the tone for the next few weeks. A 
new banking institution was suggested but nothing 
came of that for the time being as no one dared to 
follow that line of action. 

Excitement for the young (and not so young) came 
when Howe's Circus arrived in town. At least, it was 
billed as a circus but the only part that showed up was 
a convoy of painted circus wagons. The "circus" 
departed shortly, taking with them an elk head which 
they purchased for $50, and leaving many citizens 
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wondering why on earth they wanted a stuffed elk's 
head! 

As October 1911 arrived, so did four lads before 
Magistrate Clackson, on charges of theft and posses
sion. Because it wasn't the first time the youths had 
appeared before him, the magistrate ordered 
suspended sentences and a whipping for three of them 
and Portage goal for the leader. It seems magistrates 
of 1911 knew how to deal with youth needing correc
tion. 

Federal elections came and went with Laurier's 
government defeated while Dr. Roche was returned 
for the 5th time. Following his victory, Dr. Roche was 
given a position of Secretary of State. During his visit 
to Rapid City, he was entertained by local artists: 
Mrs. M:Northcott - pianist; C. George - cornettist; 
Mrs. C. W. Finch - reader; F. Murray - comic singer 
and Rev. A. F. Kaye - violin. 

On the local scene, a mayoralty contest resulted in 
a victory for J. Miller. 

1912 - It wasn't too long into the new year when 
irate citizens considered removal of their telephones 
due to increased costs. 

And it wasn't much longer after that when Stone 
Bros. and Lockhart and McIntosh formed the Central 
Lumber and Implement Co. Plans were to open 
branches in the district with Rapid City as a central 
place. This appeared to be quite an ambitious project 
as capital required was slated to be $100,000.00. 

R. Daly dealt with lands, loans and insurance in 
Rapid City and area. After 32 years of business in 
town, J. Hindson disposed of his store to R. Rudd from 
Alberta who lasted just a fortnight. 
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D. Rogers had to take over from H. Ross who 
retired from business and council. He was followed by 
J. Mutter whose place was taken by' A. Lyne. 

Then sad news hit the district. Many great pioneers 
passed away in 1912: some were the original in
habitants. Mr. Ross of 1881, H. Tuttle of 1882, M. Pet
tapiece of 1878 and A. Basler of 1874 were all lost to the 
community. 

Another long time citizen J. Dunoon, retired from 
the tailoring trade. 

Rapid City "endured" another first. Moving pic
tures with paid admission made a hit of some sort. Un
fortunately, poor films necessitated the refunding of 
money. Not to be denied, the operator brought in a new 
machine and films the very next night but sad to say, 
without better results. 

On the more serious side, the prospect of electrical 
power attracted many ratepayers to a meeting where 
representatives of two companies outlined their 
respective policies. After hearing that the initial cost 
would be $11,000 with an annual expense of ap
proximately $3,000, 140 people indicated their intention 
of installing electric lights. A $12,000 by-law was 
accepted by a 74-5 vote. 

A number of automobiles were sold by the Central 
Lumber and Implement Co.; H. Lockhart bought one 
and seemed quite pleased. 

The end of an era and December of 1912 arrived at 
the same time, when the machinery and contents of 
the Rapid City Woolen Mills were sold by auction for 
$112.00 to R. Hales and H. Smith. 

Sanders and Mills added a five passenger touring 
car to their livery equipment. 

Continuing with electrification of Rapid City, C. 
Marzetti obtained the contract for work at the power 
house. 

1913 Council for 1913 consisted of Budd, Haskins, 
Birkinshaw, Flaws, A. Hales and Cresswell, with 
Millar as mayor. T. Town from Renfrew, Ontario was 
hired as resident engineer at a salary of $90 per month. 

Electrification of Rapid City began in spite of a 
delay in receiving of parts. But no matter. A delay 
could be tolerated especially since the citizens were 
informed that a minimum bill of only $1 would be 
assessed. Finally, on March 5, 1913, the plant began 
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operating for 40 households. Even a short circuit south 
of the river, failed to dampen the enthusiasm of all 
concerned. Since an all-night service would 
necessitate the hiring of an assistant engineer, council 
decided to shut down the plant at 1:30 A.M. with 
special consideration for late meetings or social func
tions. Difficulties continued to hound the plant. Engine 
failure, flickering lights, and irate citizens resulted in 
the call for an expert's assistance. Finally, when all 
was working as smoothly as could be expected, a 
threshing gang passing through town became en
tangled in the electric and telephone wires. Such a pull 
occurred that the front of T. Neeland's office suffered 
from the pressure! 

Realizing that advertising was the life of a com
munity, the local newspaper and the board of trade 
combined to issue a special edition of the Reporter. 
One article dealt with advantages of the Town and the 
surrounding districts. Advantages which included rich 
agricultural land, and the social benefits of a well 
settled colony were stressed to future settlers. Men
tion was made that prices received for goods were 1 % 
higher than points further west due to a closer distance 
to market while implements and merchandise were 
cheaper for the same reason. It was also stressed that 
Rapid City which was known for mixed farming had an 
advantage over areas with straight grain farming. The 
article goes on to state prices received for products; 
prices which may interest the reader: cattle - 5 to 
61fz¢ per lb. live weight, hogs - 7 to 8¢ per lb., mutton 
- 4 to 5¢ per pound, eggs at 35¢ per dozen, fowl at 2¢ 
per lb. and butter at 35¢ per lb. 

As a result of the special editions and concentrated 
advertising, a feeling of optomism became evident in 
the community. Cloutier and George assessed the 
local clay, turned out 75,000 good quality bricks from 
their first kiln and appeared to be satisfied with their 
venture. An official from Wisconsin examined the area 
with ideas of establishing a creamery in Rapid City. H. 
Harvey and H. Hindson made arrangements with the 
Grain Growers Company to operate the mill for one 
year, 24 hours daily, beginning May, 1913. That same 
mill shipped seven cars of flour in one day and a six 
car order was received the next; the above orders 
taken by F. Swamm, traveller. 

A Duncan bought the Queen's at the time that 
Samples purchased the dray business from W. Budd. 
W. Dick took over the Massey Harris business from J. 
Cameron while E. Riesberry purchased the Rapid City 
Trading Co. J. Johnson operated an electrical shop to 
deal with business arising from the electrification of 
the Town. A new tailor shop "Male Attire" opened in 
1913 with T. Meadows as owner. Mutter moved to 
Brandon but Mrs. Cox continued with her china store, 
serving a population in Rapid City of 637 people. 

Catering to the banking needs was L. Woolcombe, 
manager, while E. Gossett-Jackson was appointed 
assessor of the Town at $125. 

Further to the saga of the flour mill; having 
received a request for a tax exemption for the mill, 
Town Council in November, 1913, proposed a by-law 
authorizing such an exemption. The proposal men
tioned the mill operating for 6 months of the year with 
no municipal levy for 10 years. In spite of a flood of 
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protests, letters and general comments, the by-law 
passed 49 to 15. 

The first picture show in Rapid City using electric 
light took place on Sept. 8, 1913. 

1914 - As 1914 came about, Mr. Cloutier and Mr. 
George had the revived brickyard in fine operation. 
After their initial kiln, plans were under way to 
produce 125,000 the next round, with around 5,000 
bricks destined for a creamery which in fact opened 
for business during the year. 

The first automobile fatality involving a Rapid City 
resident occurred when C. Hadley, proprietor of the 
Queen's Hotel, overturned in a car near Brandon. 

June 23, 1914 was a day to remember for Rapid City 
and district. A vicious cyclone hit the region, 
demolishing many houses, buildings, farm homes and 
barns. The east wall of the telephone building landed in 
the street just as electric installations were being 
ruined at the height of the storm. Over it all, watched 
the Queen's Hotel unaffected, while lesser buildings 
and old "firetraps" became piles of rubble. Manager 
of the Queens, A. Duveau, must have been satisfied 
with the solid construction of the building. 

1914 was the scene when an aeroplane, performing 
at the Brandon fair, and operated by Blakely flew 
near-by so that his 83 year old mother could see the 
machine for the first time. 

A bit of history was gone when a building was 
demolished. Built in 1878 and at one time or another, 
serving as a general store and a butcher shop, the 
building of Malcolm Turriff was levelled by a wreck
ing crew. Coincidentally, Rapid City's first electric 
sign fronted the barber shop and pool hall of J. Bolton. 

Another new business for Rapid City; C. Davidson 
opened a shop to cater to the photography needs of the 
citizens. Acting as town solicitor at a salary of $100 
was T. Neelands. 

The flour mill was back in the news. Since its lease 
had expired, the president, W. Lindsay, announced its 
closure. Two old country millers, Weaver and Rolfe, 
suggested a plan whereby they could rent the building 
and operate the business providing they could raise 
$15,000. There were no takers since money was scarce. 
Also interest in such matters was waning as World 
War I had begun. 

However, enough interest remained to allow J. 
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McConnell to win the right to represent Rapid City in 
the Legislature, defeating incumbent W. Ferguson by 
only 50 votes. 

Now the War began taking away local men; F. Tut
tle, W. Ramsey, K. Steward, T. Ramsey, J. Forgie, J. 
Hill, A. Thompson, O. Tudhope, J. Evans, T. Hardy, all 
of the 12th Manitoba Dragoons. A. Chisholm was a 
member of the Royal Engineers Reserve and C. 
Sanders received a commission with the Royal Navy 
Volunteer reserves. 

Rev. George Davies, first Baptist minister in the 
region, co-founder of the Prairie College in 1880 and 
editor and operator of the Rapid City Standard in 1882, 
returned to Rapid City to visit and to speak to the Bap
tist congregation. 

At home, the local ladies collected $188 for spon
soring a hospital ship while tennis club members 
pledged funds to the Belgian relief fund. 

More men enlisted, the latest being F. Nesbitt, A. 
Sample, N. Hamnett, F. Thompson, E. Hamnett and J. 
Gardiner. 

As December progressed, school principal, C. 
Cresswell, was acclaimed mayor and all town coun-' 
cillors (W. Dick, J. Burland, W. Currie, E. Gardiner, 
H. Lockhart, J. Flaws) were returned to power for 
1915. 

That same month witnessed the taking over of the 
flour mill by Weaver and Co. Also, a new power rate, 
reducing to 15¢ from 20¢ a kilowatt, no doubt pleased 
all electricity users. Pleasing in particular to the 
ladies, was the decision by the electric light com
mittee to run the plant one half day a week in the after
noons in order that the ladies could do their ironing by 
daylight! 

1915 Creamery troubles, which began some 
months ago, continued into 1915. Offers from outside 
were rejected with the hope of enticing local control. 
Finally, there was no other choice but to give T. Eaton 
Co. the power to operate with option to buy. Now the 
creamery again commenced production, this time 



with 125 patrons and with the financial backing of a big 
corporation. 

War news continued to filfer back to Rapid City. 
The districts' first loss of life in action was Corporal 
Alex Chisholm and at the same time Pte .. J. Hardy was 
reported missing. Recruiting continued in Rapid City 
when army officers spoke to 300 adults gathered in the 
LO.O.F. hall. 

A war of another kind erupted in Rapid City. Rats 
had been reported a year ago and now were increasing 
at an alarming rate. One resident managed to destroy 
81 of the rodents in one day. Damage by rats continued 
unabated. 

Carelessness was responsible for damage when a 
local automobile owner lit a match to see if there was 
any fuel in the gas tank. The results were predictable! 

Another fire, this time at Dr. Crookshank's stable, 
was not contained and destroyed a shed, a laundry and 
an adjoining building. Lucily the Dr. was away with his 
team of drivers. 

1915 ended on a sad note. E. Gosset-Jackson, 
arrival of 1891, J. Reed, pioneer of 1882, Mrs. P. 
McConville resident since 1879 and Mrs. J. Hall, here 
since 1882 all passed away. 

As well, the year's end saw the flour mill under 
Weaver and Co. come under the management of F. 
Swann. Lots were now selling for $144 which some 35 
years ago in 1880 were fetching $65 per lot. 

Rev. D. Biggs re-organized the Boy Scouts troop in 
Rapid City during 1915. 

Sporting new Ford cars in town were Rev. T. 
Neville and J. Nevin. Also sporting a good laundry was 
Yang Young in the year of 1915. 

1916 - In spite of inclement weather which saw 40 

Rapid City Platoon, 1916. 
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to 45 degrees below zero temperatures, the beginning 
of 1916 found many attending a meeting to hear Lt. P. 
Kane urge enlistment. Many did, including Pte. F. Tut
tle, who had just returned home from overseas. Others 
were D. Abram, G. Aikins, E. Andrews, A. Basler, F. 
Carroll, J. Chisholm, B. Christie, E. Christie, L. Dale, 
A. Dick, E. Hales, J. McArthur, E. Nixon, G. Sample, 
V. Scott, A. Silliphant, W. Swan, J. Turriff and H. Van 
Brunt. 

As the months passed by, more and more men 
heeded the call to arms. A Rapid City detachment was 
formed. Dr. J. Mulvey joined the services as did town 
sec. treas. C. Murray who handed over his duties to E. 
Gardiner. Others who enlisted were F. Clarke, W. 
Coxe, W. Crowe, J. Greig, E. Hotham, F. Lee, W. 
Main, J. Muir, J. McDonald, J. McLean, W. Northam, 
A. Parker, O. Plunkett, J. Shaw and A. Stuart. 

On the home front, the ladies and organizations con
tinued to raise money for the cause. Life in town and 
the countryside was regulated by the war and war 
news. Dr. Young planned to hold an auction sale of all 
his household effects. Other businesses found in town 
in 1916 were as follows: Beattie & Currie - store; 
Boltom - billiards; Burland - furniture; Butchart & 
Haslen hardware; Carrick & Birkinshaw - Central 
Lumber and Implements; Cottingham harness; Cox 
- confectionary; Dick - implements; Duncan -
hotel; Flaws - machinist; Guilo - shoemaker; 
Hartwell- bakery; Johnson - electrician; Hoskins
druggist; Lyne - jewellery; Miller butcher; 
Riesberry - store; Rogers bakery; Silliphant -
blacksmith; Smith - livery; Stone - printer; 
Underhill - livery; Union Bank, Weaver & Co., Lung 
- laundry; Jung - laundry. 



By mid summer others heeded the call for service: 
B. Barstowe, B. Jackson, G. Richardson, A. Miller, W. 
Leddicoat, A. McEwing, A. Giblett, D. Johnson, G. 
Mills, H. Rainsley, R. Brown, H. Bollman, A. 
Hazelwood, P. Ansell, D. Daly. Nineteen year old Buck 
Ansell tried his luck in enlisting while Pte. F. Nesbitt 
even though wounded, returned to the war. R. Tuttle, 
who was 53 years old, re-enlisted as did 55 year old G. 
Grieg. 

War news and related events continued to com
mand the spotlight in 1916. Mayor Cresswell presided 
at a supper at Kelly House where the 43 members of 
the Rapid City platoon were honored. Following this, 
53 members of that division were given a farewell on 
their departure for Camp Hughes. Nicknamed the 
"Grizzly Bears", they were escorted around town by 
the boy scouts, the home guard and the school children 
with the parade ending at the railway station. 

Grief struck the community when news came of the 
death of Lance-Cpl. P. McGregor, Pte. W. Ramsey, 
Pte. J. Gardiner, St. F. Thompson and D. McGregor. 

While the men were doing their duty on the front, 
word was received via the Reported that wives and 
dependents had not received their patriotic allowance. 
Also it was stated, that $35.00 a month was insufficient 
to meet their needs. In less than a month, the 
allowances had arrived, after the proper officials were 
notified of the situation. 

At almost the same time, word was received 
describing a solitary heroic act performed by a Rapid 
City man. Lt. T. L. O. Williams (later MC and M) had 
been injured by no less than 109 shrapnel wounds while 
on a midnight raid in France. He suppressed a number 
of the enemy by emptying two revolvers and throwing 
eight grenades before being severely wounded; so 
severely in fact, that both legs had fo be amputated. 

Back home at Rapid City, ministers, temperance 
people and newspapers "Bury Booze" advertisements 
all combined to see a March 1,1916 province sponsored 
liquor referendum, defeated by 1146 to 214 (in the 
whole constituency). But those who favored liquor 
were persistent and would no doubt be back. 

As spring advanced, the dam went out exposing the 
millpond head. Mill proprietors were notified but no 
action on their part was forthcoming. 

Town fathers, however, took action regarding 
waste disposal. They passed a by-law establishing a 
nuisance ground and issued instructions regarding its 
use and operation. 

Shortly thereafter, Mayor and principal Cresswell 
left for Hamiota and a teaching position there. As well, 
J. Flaws retired from council with F. Carrick receiv
ing the appointment. Later in the year, H. Lockhart 
was elected mayor by acclamation. 

Due to the poor condition of its foundations, the two 
stories of the Urpeth block were removed. Another 
fire reduced the Chinese laundry to ashes and shortly 
thereafter the Kelly House was offered for sale. The 
Central Lumber and Implement Co. partners dissolved 
partnership. 

As 1916 drew to a close, final farewells were said to 
G. Lindsay, pioneer of 1879, F. Westwood, settler of 
1880 and Mrs. D. Butchart, resident since 1882. 
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Needing more "speedy" transportation, Dr. Ross 
purchased a new Overland roadster. 

1917 - The flour mill question again made the news 
in early 1917 when Mr. Innis presented proposals to 
Rapid City citizens at a meeting. Most people listened 
politely to suggestions that the mill would be 
capitalized at $20,000 with half that amount raised by 
local initiative and half raised by G. McCulloch and 
Sons, but there was no great rush to open pocketbooks. 
Perhaps the people were tiring of the mill question. 

A most amazing personality, James Antoine, one of 
the oldest members of the Oak River Sioux Reserve, 
was buried with sombre pomp and ceremony. Gran
ting his request, the citizens of Rapid City who 
realized his unique contribution, laid him to rest in the 
King's uniform and wrapped in a Union Jack. 

One of J. Antoine's earliest acquaintances, M. 
Turriff, also passed away in 1917. An early arrival in 
1878, Mr. Turriff had operated a ferry across the Little 
Saskatchewan River and then took a position as clerk 
of the Sask. Municipality for twenty years. Further
more, he was well known in real estate. 

More pioneers followed him: R. Luker of 1879, J. 
Norris of 1882, and W. Davidson of 1892. 

Most of the people turned out on April 9, 1917 to 
greet Lt. T. L. O. Williams MC and C, upon his return 
to Rapid City. A cheering crowd by the hundreds met 
him at the station. A few weeks later, Rev. D. Beggs 
united the hero and Beatrice Nelles in marriage. 

It was also in April of 1917 that Rapid City's honor 
roll was published. The roll contained 176 names of 
those who had died, were missing or wounded, those 
discharged, those at the front or in training. A few 
months later, the name of Pte. A. Scott, first member 
of the Rapid City platoon, was added to the list of those 
killed in action. 

Stooking gangs stooked 1,000 acres in a fortnight. At 
the same time, Kelly House was being torn down and a 
fire destroyed Alf Smith's barn. Moxley's store was 
purchased by A. McKinnon for $40.00, J. Zarn gave up 
the livery business, Rapid City Milling Co. sold Warren 
elevator to W. McLaughlin Co. of Winnipeg, G. 
Clacks on was Town Magistrate for 1917, I. McKay 
opened a barber business in the Hotel to make a total 
of 3 barbers in town! 

The year 1917 ended with acclamation for W. E. 
Birkinshaw for the position of mayor as civic apathy 
appeared to flourish at that point in time. 

1918 - Early 1918 had Council presenting a by-law 
to assist the Queen's with their heating bill. Obviously, 
some people wished to help the hotel as 34 out of 54 
voters cast their ballot for the by-law. 

More money, to a total of $1800, was raised by 
Rapid City and district residents following an appeal 
by the YMCA, proving once again Rapid City's desire 
to help others less fortunate. 

Burial, with full military honors, was accorded to 
Pte. W. Chapman and Pte. W. Tuttle in the local 
cemetery. others who had paid the supreme sacrifice 
overseas were Pte. J. McArthur; Acting-Sgt. J. Simp
son; Cpl. J. Turriff; Lt. A. Mills; Gnr. P. Stone; Flt. 
LL W.Howden and Pte. W. Winstanley. 

At home the people were also paying a price. Calls 
went out to eat less bread. Citizens responded as well 



by converting to oil and gas lamps when a strike of 
metal workers rendered the lighting plant inoperable. 
For three months, the plant lay idle until finally it 
resumed operation under David Hunter. 

During those years, people had no time for loafers 
or bums. A provincial order-in-council decreed that all 
loafing was illegaL All people had to work or show 
cause for idleness. This decree affected those between 
ages 16-60 with heavy penalties. 

Public meetings and school classes were cancelled 
when the two diseases, infantile paralysis and the 
Spanish influenza, struck the community in rapid 
succession. Luckily, the sicknesses did not come 
before a visit by Canada's Governor-General, the Duke 
of Devonshire. After travelling by train to Pettapiece, 
he was met by Mayor Birkinshaw who then brought the 
visitor to Rapid City accompanied by Sir James Aikins 
and Premier T. Norris. After a visit to a number of 
farms, his Excellency spoke to students at the local 
schooL 

In 1918, the chief of police was Tom Parker who 
also was appointed provincial constable. Ken Stuart 
purchased the feed and livery business from R. 
Underhilll. 

The death of Capt. T. L. O. Williams M. C. and 
BAR, occured in late 1918. After having survived a war 
and subsequent hospitalization, Captain Williams suc
cumbed to pneumonia, unaware that war would cease 
some three weeks later. A third decoration, the Rus
sian Order of S1. Stanislaus, had also just recently 
been awarded to Capt. Williams. 

Indeed the war ended; a civic holiday was declared, 
the Kaiser was burned in effigy and the citizens 
prepared to solve some pressing problems at home. 
The problems were varied and included the fact that 
Rapid City was paying in ten different debentures 
ranging from the flour mill to the electric light plant. 
In fact, it appeared more and more that resumption of 
operation of the mill was becoming a remote possibili
ty since the dam was not repaired and even some 
equipment had been dismantled. Another problem was 
to get the citizens interested in civic matters after 
years of being so close to the war effort. 

As 1918 closed, the community lost one of its 
earliest members; C. Whellams, age 78 who had begun 
the first brickyard and who had originated the area's 
English Settlement. 

Car buffs will be pleased to learn that modern up
to-date Fords were purchased by C. Fisch, J. Jahrig 
and T. East. 

1919 - Following the beginning of 1919, the com
munity prepared to welcome its war heroes especially 
since some citizens scolded the town for being in
different to the returning men. Coming home were 
Ptes. Earl Hotham, T. Ramsey, L. Coutts and 58 year 
old G. Grey. The local newspaper publicized a promo
tion for A. Sample who had won a Meritorious Service 
Medal. On Oct. 28, more than 200 people gathered in 
the lOOF hall to honor the veterans and to witness the 
giving of 100 gold rings to the veterans or their next of 
kin. Each ring bore the inscription "From Rapid City 
and district for overseas service." 

After years of service and uncertainty, the old flour 
mill was demolished; one of the buildings was moved 
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to a farm while a part of the warehouse was taken 
elsewhere. Other buildings were torn down, the 
elevator razed and the machinery was scrapped. 

John Ralston, original settler, passed away in 1919 
as did J. Hall whose first store business in 1883 was 
conducted from a tent! 

Town Council had its share of headaches. After ap
pointing Thomas Parker as engineer, they were 
criticized for the condition of the fire engine, especial
ly after a blaze destroyed the F. McRae residence. 
Another problem concerned the mill property which 
the town had bonused to a tune of $20,000. Said proper
ty was purchased by a Minnedosa man who then in
quired if the Town could provide a dam and lake! 

Thankfully the council was not involved when an 
irate area resident rained blows upon the head of a 
musical instrument company representative who had 
come to repossess a piano. The courts solved that 
problem! 

Another area which council had to examine was the 
area of pedestrian vs. the automobile. Happenings like 
the ones listed below did little to endear the 
automobile to the hearts of those who had no use for 
them; an auto struck a wagon and injured a horse; a 
cow was struck by a hit-and-run machine and driver; a 
boy and bicycle were run over by a careless driver. 
After instructing the law to discourage such offenders 
in a severe manner, peace reigned for a time. 

Again Council had to deal with the question of the 
hotel which was closed. There seemed to be only one 
solution; more money. For some reason, that possible 
solution did not excite too many people! 

As the year 1919 closed, H. Lockhart brought 
another first to Rapid City: an "up-to-the-minute" 
Ford, one with electric lights and starting system. 

Election had J. Young winning the Mayor's seat by 
acclamation. 

1920 - It wasn't too long into 1920 when L. 
Woollcombe resigned from council leaving the rest of 
the councillors to face the many ever present 
headaches. They notified the grist mill management 
that the building was certainly unsafe. A fitting 
description, especially after a spring windstorm 
removed part of the north wall! Later in the year, the 
old grist mill was dynamited by D. McRae. 

Post Office Rapid City, cl928. 



North side of river, c1905. 

Again the Queen's Hotel demand for assistance was 
given due consideration but many in council were 
beginning to tire of the situation. 

Spring of 1920 saw a torrent of households moving, 
as many residents rented their premises. Over 12 
families moved in one week even though a seven room 
house could have been purchased for $1500. And for 
$6000 the Urpeth Block could have change hands. 

July 18,1920, brought another cyclone. On a Sunday 
evening, after a spell of hot, dry weather, lightning 
with thunder ana wind smashed into the town. After 
lifting the roof of the Urpeth Block (just recently 
purchased by S. Blakeston) and depositing it in the 
streets, the storm broke power lines, demolished 
numerous buildings and sent chimneys crashing to the 

Damage by Cyclone June 1920. 
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ground. Following this, torrential rains soaked homes 
and damaged C. Beattie's store goods in the roofless 
Urpeth Block. Thankfully, no loss of life occurred and 
soon thereafter the citizens began their clean·up. 

Being town policeman and utility man appeared to 
be too much for T. Parker who submitted his resigna
tion in terse verse! 
"The cows they roam just where they please, 

Fearing neither cop nor warden; 
Content if only they can get 

Into a Neighbor's garden." 
"The Motor Act, it gives the age 

At which boys and girls may drive; 
The way mere infants drive about, 

It's a wonder we're alive." 

Damage by cyclone June 1920. 



"The unfortunate few who have to walk 
Should elsewhere take their hike, 

And leave the sidewalks clear to those 
Who ride a bike," 

"Here's wishing my successor luck. 
I extend to them my pity 

Believe me, sirs, it is no joke 
To be policeman of this city." 

After accepting Mr. Parker's resignation (and his 
poem), Council appointed Ken Stuart to the position of 
peace officer and utility man. They then turned to the 
preparation of a $2,000 by-law authorizing purchase of 
the mill property. 

While all this was going on, the Lacrosse team, 
after beating all comers, finally lost the Provincial 
Championship to Winnipeg. 

Shades of the old wild and woolly west! An in
dividual who said he was William Evans but later 
changed his name to that of James Farrell, was found 
in the possession of money believed to have been taken 
from the Lockhart & Birkinshaw offices, from E. 
Riesberry's store and from the Butchart and Haslen 
business. Keys, tools and bonds were also discovered. 
Authorities later idenitified the man as William 
O'Leary, alias Harry Reynolds, alias James Fargo. No 
matter what his name was; he was sentenced to one 
year and deportation. Following that excitement, 
residents then remembered that $4,000 and an egg
buyer had somehow mysteriously disappeared at the 
same time. Investigators got to work trying to track 
down that problem. 

Business changes were in evidence in 1920. Dr. S. 
Rose sold out to Dr. J. Morrow of Selkirk; R. Hoskins 
disposed of his business to Dr. H. Elliott of Emerson 
who stayed only a few months; H. Ceri sold out to 
Leong Bros. who offered meals and rooms; McFarlane 
bought the Queens'. 

G. Clackson resigned as police magistrate causing 
many to fear a loss of the county seat. 

More pioneers were laid to rest in 1920; Mrs. J. 
Ralston, the Town's first woman, died in Ottawa and 
Dr. R. McIntosh, who built Rapid City's saw mill in 
1879. 

Acclamation day rolled around with no election 
necessary as council remained the same. Rate payers 
also approved the dam project. 

1921 Overcrowded conditions in the school caused 
concern for the school board of 1921, who heard of a 
proposal of an addition for $10,000. 

As spring advanced and the power plant "gave up 
the ghost", town fathers finally decided that one man 
could not handle the dual post of utility man and con
stable. Consequently Percy Ansell was hired as utility 
man and Joe Blackburn as constable and weeds inspec
tor. 

After a period of inactivity, the board of trade was 
re-activated much to the pleasure of the local paper 
who urged the populace to "all push in the same direc
tion for goodness sake." The local paper was full of 
praise when some 30 residents raised a fund of $6,000 
to be used for buying, repairing and operation of the 
Queen's hotel until a suitable purchaser could be 
found. This action alone, claimed the Reporter, 
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showed that the spark of community spirit was still 
there. To achieve their goal, H. Lockhart and C. M. 
Beattie interviewed the hotel owner and obtained an 
option on the property for $3,500. Following that, a 
fund canvass raised $3,900 which was handed back to 
the bank. Lockhart, Beattie and J. Miller were ap
pointed and given authorization to proceed with the 
project until the $6,000 was obtained. J. Kirkland, 
owner, accepted $1,000 as first payment while the 
remainder was to be used for renovations. Within a 
week, work began on the hotel. The old bar-room was 
removed, concrete poured where needed and a ladies 
restroom was planned. E. Riesberry took J. Miller's 
place after a short time. A request to council for a flat 
rate of $17.00 per month for electricity was turned 
down and in its place a rate of 1O¢ a kilowatt was 
agreed upon. Soon Mr. and Mrs. T. Coffey arrived and 
undertook to manage the hotel and encouraged the 
citizens to make use of all facilities and special meals. 
August and September were financially encouraging 
so the directors felt the outlook was bright. 

Elsewhere in Rapid City, the rebuilding of the dam 
continued as more workmen were brought in. 
However, just after the abutments were completed the 
source of money dried up and work halted. Town 
fathers showed the way for the volunteers by offering 
their time free while local farmers heeded the call as 
well. Good weather permitted the completion of the 
work and by November, the river bed was flooded back 
as far as the Baptist Church. While the council and 
residents breathed a sigh of relief local skaters made 
good use of the lake ice. Skating was made even more 
pleasurable because a rink built by volunteer labour 
would provide a place for skating once the lake was 
snowed under. 

Community spirit was high. Lacrosse made Rapid 
City famous, for in Winnipeg, the team lost 10 to 5 but 
trounced their rivals 15-1 at home before over 2,000 
spectators. 

Electors of Marquette chose Mr. Crerar to repre
sent them in Ottawa while the electors of Rapid City 
chose 82 year old "Dad" Flaws to head the council for 
the next term. 

More citizens were laid to rest, among them J. 
Hindson who was a pioneer of 1879 and G. A. Basler, 
son of the first man to plant wheat in 1874. 

Another tragedy almost happened when E. Hotham 
and Wm. Stuart went over the main dam in an effort to 
save a football. Luckily no injury was reported and the 
football was saved! 

Offering Rapid City a dentistry service was Dr. R 
Rose of Brandon who visited the town every Wednes
day for that purpose. 

1922 - A strange year this was right from the 
beginning. Arguments, charges and counter charges 
abounded. It was a year of resignations, threatened 
law suits and a feeling of helplessness as events un
folded. Co-operation, existing just a short time ago, 
seemed to take a back seat to belligerence. 

To begin the year, Council had to appoint coun
cillors to fill vacant seats. This was done with Dr. 
Young, H. Priestley, T. Smith, F. Swann, C. Stone and 
W. Rogers in power for the term. 

With that out of the way, the matter of the Queen's 



Hotel again occupied council. The trustees of the hotel 
venture had found it necessary to borrow $3,000 and 
the bank wished repayment. More money could be 
raised if the Town would guarantee the amount 
through the issuing of a debenture. Council, through a 
public statement, stated that if the by-law was 
ratified, the corporation would not be called upon to 
pay any part of the debenture. This, according to the 
newspaper, was quite illegal and no doubt the citizens 
would defeat the by-law. This they did 56-61 and the 
Queens was then offered for sale. 

At this time, Councillor Stone left his seat and his 
place was taken by A. McKinnon who defeated the first 
lady aspirant to office, Mrs. P. McIlvride. Matters 
continued on an even and quiet keel for some time until 
the matter of Tom Parker vs. the Town hit the 
headlines. 

It seems that Mr. Parker refused to sign an electric 
light committee agreement, claiming that if he did, 
certain aspects of the agreement would force him to 
pay all expenses incurred inside the powerhouse, barr
ing breakages. Also he would be required to install and 
remove meters, inspect the poles and lines and repair 
same at his own expense. Mr. Parker continued in his 
communication to council, that he was not to spend, at 
the worst, more than his salary! Upon receipt of the 
letter, Town Council let it be known that his services 
would no longer be required after May 31, 1922. 

Conditions in the agreement seemed rather harsh 
and indeed Mayor Flaws stated in newspaper articles 
that he wished to have such clauses removed. 
Meanwhile, an electrician from Medicine Hat, arrived 
one day, sized up the situation and left the next! 

The citizens now jumped into the act. Articles 
written to the newspapers demanded a change of 
policy. A petition signed by almost all the business 
men, was presented to Council who immediately filed 
it and made arrangements for J. Flaws Jr. to run the 
plant. Many wondered it he had to sign the same 
agreement as Parker was presented with. 

More petitions, more meetings, more talk and 
more questions were in the works from then on. Mrs. 
McIlvride, after examing Town records, felt that Mr. 
Parker was never dimissed, but illegally forced to 
leave his work. Now Councillor Rogers retired and his 
place was contested and won by Mrs. McIlvride who 
became the first lady councillor in Rapid City. Coun
cillor Priestly also resigned but Council declined to 
accept his resignation. At the same time J. Flaws Jr. 
was offered $125 a month as engineer. 

Now, according to the newspaper, "began a period 
of in-fighting, name-calling, letter-writing, scheming 
and tax-dodges such as are seldom seen in a small 
community." Councillor McIlvride alone said nay to a 
by-law appointing J. Flaws Jr. as engineer and nay to 
signing an agreement brought in by the electric light 
committee. The next little while saw a confrontation 
between Mayor Flaws and Councillor McIlvride with 
profound lengthy statements issued from both sides. 

Now if that wasn't enough, more problems of a 
different nature appeared. It seems that several in
dividuals had not met their obligations to pay taxes. A 
letter from an irate citizen stated that she would pay 
all arrears if certain council members would pay their 
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three year outstanding tax debts. This really sparked 
another uproar! Councillor Priestly handed in his 
resignation but again Council declined to accept. 

Meanwhile, the electric plant lay idle but the 
Reporter wasn't. Editorials demanding better service 
followed others which stated that financially the elec
tric service was in poor shape with costs for salaries, 
debentures and interest accumulating. A special 
meeting was called and a motion for the dismissal of 
the engineer had no seconder. Another special meeting 
the next week had Councillor McKinnon resigning 
while Mrs. McIlvride continued to press for the dis
missal of the engineer. Yet another meeting had 
Engineer Flaws attempt to explain the difficulties at 
the plant. Councillor McIlvride's motion to dismiss 
him was seconded by Councillor Swann and the motion 
carried. 

One would think from reading the above that only 
civic affairs occupied the minds of the residents. Not 
true. Other matters saw a proposal to have a church 
union between the Methodists anad Presbyterians. A 
vote had the Methodists unanimously vote amalgama
tion while only 30 out of 56 Presbyterians favoured 
such a move. 

Those who bought on credit received a jolt when 14 
businessmen agreed to go on a "pay as you buy 
policy", beginning in May 1 of 1922. Shortly thereafter, 
Lockhart and Birkinshaw's garage business was taken 
over by C. Soldan and W. Bollman, H. Budnik had a 
harness and shoe repair business, G. Long Boon 
operated a laundry, Dr. S. Dickson offered his dental 
services every Thursday and D. McRae catered to peo
ple requiring a garage. 

More pioneers were laid to final rest: T. Cot
tingham, harness maker of 1883; D. McNaught of 1881 
legislative representative, veterinary and former 
mayor; J. Bolton, local barber and J. Dunoon pioneer 
since 1888. 

A provincial election in 1922 provided the next 
round of news with T. Wolstenholme winning over J. 
McConnell. 

Defeat also came to the Rapid City Lacrosse team 
which lost 10-6 after a tie the previous game. 

As fall approached, the steamer which had 
provided power for some months, now was required 
for fall threshing. The budget of $3,000 for the elec
trical utility had now mushroomed to $3,700 and accor
ding to the Reporter, that was unacceptable. 

During election time, E. Riesberry won the 
mayor's position and Mrs. McIlvride lost to L. 
Woollcombe by a 33-26 count. 

Thus 1922 drew to a close. Certainly it was a year to 
remember for some time to come! 

1923 A stormy beginning is the best description 
for early Jan. of 1923. Snow and cold disrupted rail 
traffic, reduced mail service and precipitated a coal 
crisis. Fuel dealers placed their customers on a ration 
basis, even as a snowplowing train unit derailed 
attempting to reach Rapid City. The fuel shortage con
tinued well into April when T. Eaton Co. Creamery 
was able to acquire a car load of coal. 

As soon as that emergency ceased, another took its 
place the threat of floods. Ice jams occurred and as 
a result approaches were washed out. Train service to 



the east was suspended until conditions improved. The 
Town itself was placed in danger when an ice jam 
below the new dam resulted in water backing up into 
the powerhouse. Councillors with volunteer help, 
succeeded by use of dynamite to blast two foot chunks 
of ice from the sluice gates. The water receeded but 
the powerhouse suffered damage. 

Ironically, on the next day, a provincial public utili
ty man arrived in town in order to assist in operation 
of the plant and in the reduction of the annual deficit. 
Upon his recommendations, council adopted a charge 
of 20¢ a kilowatt and a monthly bill of $2.00. This 
move prompted a flood of letters to the Reporter from 
people who felt that the charges were unreasonable 
but who conveniently forgot that someone had to pay 
the deficit. 

In fact the rate increase formed a basis upon which 
subsequent editorials questioned the state of civic af
fairs in Rapid City. Mentioned in particular, were the 
dam, the electric power deficit, an exhausted line of 
credit at the bank near $3,000 of the 1922 levy owing the 
school district, and over $8,000 outstanding in taxes. 
Continued the Reporter, "the Corporation is sadly 
dependent on present money supply until 1923 taxes 
are due." But what is interesing to note here, is that if 
the ones owing the back taxes of $8,000 met their 
obligations the Town position would be substantially 
improvedJ 

The problem of tax-collections appeared to be 
Rapid City's biggest hurdle to overcome; a problem 
which has plagued subsequent councils ever since. 
And this problem persists not only in Rapid City but in 
other towns as well. 

A look at the business community showed that after 
18 years of partnership, Butchart and Haslen dissolved 
their partnership into respective businesses of 
hardware and tinsmith. Later G. Haslen purchased a 
shop from the Cottingham estate for his tinsmith 
operation. T. Ramsay took over as barber from A. 
McKinnon. 

Again, for the 4th consecutive year, the Rapid City 
Lacrosse team won the North Central League Cham
pionship by defeating Brandon. 

Meanwhile, a referendum on the sale of liquor un
der government control was defeated province wide. 
In Rapid City, spirit consumers totalled 27 while 178 
voted against. 

And picture, if you will, the scene on an early Sun
day morning when Reith Bros. blacksmith shop caught 
on fire. Volunteers decked out in the best going to 
church dress prompted the Reporter to comment in a 
later editorial, that the scene at the fire would rival a 
fashion society function! Oh yes, Sunday was the 
beginning of fire prevention week! 

School attendance increased in spite of a raised fee 
of $5 for high school and $3 for elementary schooL Such 
was the case when F. P. Grove resigned from his posi
tion. 

Again the power plant operation hit the news. Coun
cil, while accepting E. Dick as electrical engineer, had 
pressed a tractor in to service as repairs had con
tinued. In order to arrive at some sort of solution, 
Council asked for a meeting with the firm of Soldan 
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and Bollman in order to discuss operation of the plant 
by the firm. 

1924 - Negotiations continued into 1924 between the 
Town Council (unchanged from the previous year) and 
C. Soldan, with council finally deciding to introduce a 
by-law giving operation of the plant to Soldan. Some 
people felt that only ratepayers should vote since they 
had purchased the property. In any case, a vote was 
taken with 126 votes favoring the by-law and 20 
against. Shortly thereafter, Councillor Woollcombe 
resigned and in an ensuing election, J. Flaws defeated 
Mrs. McIlvride for the position. 

On March 3, 1924, three Fordson engines in Soldan 
and Bollman's garage began to produce electricity and 
according to the Reporter, future light problems 
should be negligible. 

Having disposed of that matter, Town fathers 
turned to tax matters. After finding they owed the 
Union Bank $7,500 and $7,535.17 to the school board, 
Council raised a few dollars by selling the woollen 
mills, an early school house and also the 1888 residence 
and drugstore built for Dr. Crookshank. 

Sad to say, fire levelled a laundry belonging to 
Leong Bros. who decided not to remain in Rapid City. 
The Queen's Hotel again received attention when J. 
Schafer left his position and E. Byers replaced him. B. 
Hathaway bough the old drug store north of the Union 
Bank. At Soldan and Bollman's one could purchase a 
radio phone and listen to what the rest of the world 
was doing. The old power house was torn down and 
lumber sold to A. Glintz of Oak River. 

The community mourned the passing of Mrs. E. 
Basler, (who was one of the original pioneers of 1874) 
just two days after her 84th birthday and T. Houlding 
of 1881 who had built Rapid City's original dam. 

One of the world's most renowned naturalists, 
Ernest T. Seton, in Oct. of 1924, spoke to school 
children who had come from miles around in order to 
hear the friend of wild life. 

As December advanced, Rapid City's first mail 
route went into operation - a 23 mile contract taken 
by James Dodds. 

And only two nominations were received to fill the 
various civic positions. It seems few people wished to 

C.P.R. Station, c1925. 



occupy council seats in spite of pleas from the 
newspaper. 

1925 The new year began with no mayor or com
plete council until E. Riesberry, in reply to a petition, 
took the position as corporation head with H. Simpson 
and G. Butchard filling the vacant council seats. 

Towards the end of January, L. Woollcombe retired 
after 15 years as manager of the Union Bank with his 
position being taken by H. McClung. Shortly 
thereafter, an Ottawa announcement revealed that 
Rapid City would have a Royal Bank on Sept. 1, 1925. 

More business changes followed as the Queen's 
Hotel owner was now H. Arrowsmith. As well, Earl 
Hotham entered into a partnership with S. E. 
Birkinshaw. C. Cole let the public know that he could 
be hired for painting, while J. Nowasad bought J. 
Burland's store buildings. Woo Lee offered a laundry 
service. Dr. C. Zilz, dentist, re-organized the Boy 
Scouts group in town. 

A gang from Brandon was quite busy helping 
themselves to money, articles and the like from 
business places in town. After investigations police ap
prehended the culprits and life returned to normal 
following that bit of excitement. 

No doubt wishing to improve recreation during the 
summer, the Board of Trade undertook to establish a 
bathing place on the north side of the river just east of 
the bridge. Soon teams were hauling sand and gravel 
while volunteers erected the bath houses just in time 
for holidays. Usage of the premises for laundry and 
watering of livestock was discouraged. The facility 
continued to improve with the installation of lights and 
painting of the buildings. 

F. P. Grove brought honor to Rapid City. After 
1923, while his second book, "The Turn of the Year" 
was being received by the public, he had resigned as 
school principaL However, due to the departure of his 
successor, A. McLeod, Mr. Grove returned to teaching 
until S. Bryan was hired as a replacement. 

Elections on the Federal level showed a preference 
for Col. Mullins while on the local scene, E. Riesberry 
was elected as mayor for the 4th term. Beattie, 
Bollman, Butchart, J. Haire, Simpson and T. C. Sam
ple were sworn in as councillors. For once, council 
was praised but they had to reduce taxes - down 4.1 
mills, in order to be so recognized. 

The year ended with a warning note from the 
government who stated that operating a radio without 
a licence was illegal! 

1926 Beautiful weather highlighted the beginning 
of 1926. In fact, passers-by paused to admire budding 
lilacs in G. Clackson's yard while automobile owners 
drove along snow free country roads. 

Once again, thieves struck Rapid City removing 
cash and articles. Investigation by police revealed lit
tle but soon after, a plain clothes man was back with a 
magistrate from Minnedosa. It seems that many car 
owners had forgotten to renew their motor vehicle 
licences. After penalties of fees and costs were im
posed on a few, it was surprising to find how quickly 
memories Improved! 

Fire prevention week went by quite smoothly ex
cept for a series of fires at the nuisance grounds 
(familiar happening). Playful winds would scatter 
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embers just as hardworking firemen thought they had 
contained the blaze. Flames crept near the railway 
bridge and even burned one end of a stock car. Some 
felt a bill should be sent to the CNR for saving their 
stock car but imagine how shocked the railway com
pany would be to receive a bill from the Town demand
ing payment for fighting fires started by town people! 

Taxes reduced in 1925 needed to be raised by 3.1 
mills in 1926 due to the cost of preparing a principal's 
residence, purchase of a road maintainer and a horse, 
and repair of sidewalks. Hope was expressed of mov
ing the corporation office to anothers structure but 
naught came of the idea. 

As fall progressed, A. Howden, lawyer, moved to 
the west coast after disposing of his business to H. 
Sanderson. Despite stormy weather, many citizens 
turned out to pay their last respects to Dr. J. Mulvey 
who passed away 21 years of service to the communi
ty. His place was taken by Dr. W. Ross. 

September brought rain and snow, idling the many 
threshers. Provincial elections closed with J. Glenn 
defeating CoL Mullins. On the local scene, Mayor 
Riesberry remained in the position as did all coun
cillors. 

1927 - This year was well advanced before A. 
Hartwell was named post-master while T. Wolsten
holme was elected to' a provincial government seat. 

Temperance people and beer consumers clashed 
over enlargement of facilities in the hotel with the 
temperance people winning. 

Canada diamond jubilee was celebrated in Rapid 
City with patriotic fervour and enthusiasm. In spite of 
cold rainy weather, area residents joined school 
children in a parade to the fair grounds where a sports 
program, a picture show and dance rounded off the 
day. The following Sunday was the scene of a religious 
service to conclude the commemoration ceremonies. 

Magistrate Northam was a busy man hearing pleas 
by 12 town youths who were charged with causing 
damage to a Presbyterian church (later changed to a 
gymnasium). After a warning, the youths departed in 
the care of their parents. Later H. Waldon purchased 
the building for a garage. 

Another gas pump joined six others in Town in 
order to quench the thirst of area automobiles. The 
provincial government agreed to provide assistance in 
the repairing of the local bridge. A clean-up campaign 
was quite successful and this was followed by the es
tablishment of a war memoriaL Not to be outdone by 
anybody, the fair board obtained a driving park while a 
golf club was in the formation stage. 

Remember that band of long ago that was given a 
grant and asked to play on a regular scale? It seems 
that the band folded and attempts to set up a new one 
ran into trouble because no one showed up at the re
organizational meeting! 

After five consecutive terms as mayor, Mr. 
Riesberry retired and was presented with a fountain 
pen and pencil set for his years of service. As well, 
recognition was given to Mr. Riesberry for his 
guidance in establishing the Town's financial situation 
from one of intolerable to one of sanity. His place was 
taken by Councillor Beattie whose seat was filled by 
M. A. Anderson. 



1928 Under the leadership of Mayor Beattie, 1928 
began with negotiations between the council and 
provincial authorities regards a link to the provincial 
highway. Town acreage was sold to the Good Roads. 
There was also talk of developing a tourist camp once 
the link was made. 

Over 300 persons listened or danced to a new 
machine operated by electro-magnetic waves. This 
machine was brought to Rapid City by Mr. Beattie who 
demonstrated the wonder machine in the Odd Fellows 
HalL 

Rapid City's F. P. Grove began a lecture tour, be
ing the first author in Canada's history to be chosen for 
that honor. In ottawa, Mr. Grove was honored by 
government, bank, book and newspaper officials. 
Similar ceremonies were held in Vancouver, where 
newspaper people congratulated Mr. Grove on his new 
work, "Our Daily Bread." 

After a $1,500 objective was set for a war 

Rapid City and District Cenotaph. 
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memorial, appeals for funds were issued wliile names 
for the honor roll were being compiled. H. Fulcher was 
given the contract for $1,150 (excluding the lettering) 
to be finished by June 15, 1929. 

While the Queen's owners did not change, local opi
nion did as citizens favoured by 130 to 53, are-opening 
of the beer parlor. Alterations began immediately. 

A silver shield and a $50 cheque was presented by 
T. Wolstenholme, M.L.A. to chief operator, Miss. M. 
Waldon in the presense of telephone operators and 
townspeople, for the distinction of having the best kept 
rural telephone premises. 

The firm of Bollman and Soldan ceased after six 
years, leaving C. Soldan to carryon garage work by 
himself. Shortly after, Mr. Soldan sought another 
agreement with the Town for the purpose of continuing 
to supply electric power. other changes in town had E. 
Riesberry selling his store to The Bay Company; 
Butchart purchased the undertaking business from C. 
Beattie; Woo Lee moved his laundry operations to 
Alexander; D. G. McMillan and F. McKinnon dis
solved partnership with McMillan assuming control. 

In spite of the fact that each had lost $2, 25 citizens 
were impressed with the talent shown at a three day 
Chautaugua (education show). In fact, they were quite 
willing t6 sponsor another visit by that group. 

As nominations time approached, it was revealed 
that Rapid City's debentures totalled less than $7,000, 
the tax rate had gone down again, and the emergency 
debt would be retired in 1929. Such news was indeed 
welcome although many people pointed out that more 
debt would be incurred in order to pay for a highway of 
which three miles (5 km) would be in town limits. 
Perhaps such good news about the tax load mellowed 
the people in the Town, because all councillors and the 
mayor were returned by acclamation. Towards the 
end of the year, payment.,Of taxes including a large 
amount of arrears, resulted in a balance of several 
thousand dollars in the bank. 

1929 - With the rosy out-look continuing into 1929, 
citizens were most optimistic of growth. 

Sadly, the district bid farewell to Mr. and Mrs. 
Grove who left to make Ontario their home. 

Unfortunately, the dreaded enemy, fire, took its toll 
in 1929. Early in March, Roger's Bakery was levelled 
while volunteers fought to save the Odd Fellows Hall, 
E. Gardiner's store and the Reporter offices. Un
daunted by the loss, Mr. Rogers planned to rebuild and 
such optimism was most welcome. Later in the year 
the Bay Company Store suffered fire damage. 
However, due to the type of construction (bricks), 
assistance from Minnedosa and a concentrated effort 
by the local volunteer group, the blaze was confined 
although water and smoke damage was heavy. Just 
one week later, another early morning fire destroyed 
three buildings, two of them of historic importance. 
Joe Tusin's cafe, the Hamilton butcher shop and a 
Chinese laundry were burned in spite of extraordinary 
efforts by the volunteers of Rapid City. Some people 
but not many, realized that the Cafe served as Rapid 
City's first meeting place in 1885 where the people 
organized to send volunteers to the Riel Rebellion. 

But fires were not the only news. Visiting their ear
ly home of 1880's, Senator F. Schaffner and his wife 



were greeted enthusiastically by Rapid City residents. 
Almost coinciding with that visit was the announce
ment that Evelyn Barrett, a grade 11 student, was the 
winner of the governor-general's medal for 1929. 
Bringing more honor to Rapid City was Shirley 
Riesberry who was recognized for her music teaching 
capabilities and was offered a post in Brandon College. 
Leaving the community for other parts were H. 
Sanderson who sold his law business to C. L. St. John of 
Minnedosa and R. W. Ross who handed over his prac
tise to Dr. 1. K. Gilhuly. 

Later in the year, Sunday, June 9, witnessed the 
placing of 38 names on a memorial tablet to be later in
serted into the memorial structure. Hundreds of peo
ple from throughout the province paid tribute to those 
who had paid the supreme price. 

Community tribute was also paid to R. Hotham, 
pioneer of 1879; W. Alford and J. Peart who passed 
away. 

Transportation was in the news. A road connecting 
Rapid City and Basswood was nearing completion and 
this was good enough to begin developing a tourist 
camp site. The Reporter was duly impressed with the 
possiblility of enticing more people to this Manitoba 
beauty spot. A construction company started work but 
a local construction worker wasn't very impressed 
with a fine of $70.30 levied against him for trying to 
rearrange the features of a local waiter at the Queens. 

Again, for the second consecutive year, the Rapid 
City telephone staff won first place for the best-kept 
system premises in rural Manitoba. Again the cheque 
and shield were presented by Mr. Wolstenholme, 
M.L.A. 

Oh yes, around 40 people were again contributing $2 
each to pay the second edition of Chautaugua and thus 
assured that the concert group would return the next 
year. 

Nominations day proved that apathy was still at 
work. Lacking were one mayor, one councillor and 
three school trustees. Perhaps apathy was responsible 
or perhaps world conditions dictated the response. 
World markets crashed, men lost fortunes and people 
everywhere began to panic. 

OUR NIGHT WATCHMAN 
We've had much trouble in the past, 
And cases by the score 
Of thieves, when passing through at night, 
Break in garage or store. 
We'd have to call the Mounties then; 
For them it was no fun. 
Said they: Far better catch the thief 
Before the crime is done. 
So Council met, appointed man 
To patrol streets around, 
And catch suspicious looking folk 
If any such were found. 
Jack Graham was the one picked out; 
He makes efficient cop. 
If ever he gets chasing you, 
'Tis wisest thing to stop. 
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One night on beat caught group of men 
By using a strategem. 
Said he: I came across the bunch 
And just surrounded them. 
Thae lads, ye ken, were loath to come; 
Persuasion was applied: 
Wi ma big gun stuck in their lugs, 
Nae monkey work was tried. 
So now no more they bother us, 
Sae scarred of Jack's Scotch burr; 
When now at night such lads come through, 
They're simply just a blurr. 

Thos. Parker 

"PRINCE" AND "PAT" 
Among the horses I have driven 
While hauling this or that 
Cliff Sample's team of lively bays, 
The well-known Prince and Pat. 
A circus train came to our town, 
Sidetracked not far away. 
When horses smelled wild animals 
They acted somewhat gay. 
I had to watch them very close. 
As active as two cats, 
They seemed as though they wished to join 
The other acrobats. 
Another trait they both had strong, 
To team a special treat, 
Was candies too of every kind, 
They dearly loved to eat. 
But when they worked on river gang 
They caused me much surprise. 
I thought I'd known their little tricks, 
But this had to revise. 
One evening when the sun had set, 
Our work through for the day, 
Had gathered all our ice tools up 
And safely put away. 
One of the boys tobacco took, 
As he was wont to do, 
When Prince and Pat walked up to him 
And each one begged a chew. 
And how that pair enjoyed that chew, 
Though frankly I admit 
They cannot chew it like a man 
They don't know how to spit. 

Thos. Parker 

1930 - Following a subdued Christmas, 1930 began 
with meetings designed to alleviate the council and 
mayor situation. Finally after one week in January 
had passed, C. Stone was appointed mayor and W. 
Walker as councillor. 

After dealing with the Queen's request for more 
rest room grants, Council tackled the problem of fin
ding and keeping a qualified medical man. Dr. Gilhuly 
had announced that because of inadequate financial 
renumeration, he would be forced to leave unless con
ditions improved. Furthermore, he stated that some 
rural communities were turning to a municipal doctor 
scheme and that it should work in this area as well. 



Residents, upon learning of his recommendations, 
signified their approval by circulating favorable 
petitions around the district. 

Another pioneer of 1878, Mr. Burland, died in June, 
just three months after fire had threatened his home. 
Mr. Burland had once operated the Windsor Hotel 
(now removed) and then operated a local furniture and 
undertaking establishment. 

Politics from the Federal level provided food for 
thought. After listening to and reading all sorts of wise 
sayings, Rapid City followed the rest of Marquette by 
electing CoL H. Mullins to Ottawa. 

A third Chautaugua sponsored by local backers 
proved to be another financial disaster thus 
necessitating donations for the third (and last) time. 

After 20 years of living in Rapid City, some of 
which were as councillors and school trustee, F. 
Carrick and his family moved to Transcona. Balancing 
that loss, J. Simpson and his wife returned to Rapid 
City from Calgary. 

The annual search for town representatives ended 
with four councillors and no mayor. Even the dis
closure that councillors and mayor could each claim $3 
and $4 respectively did not produce many volunteers 
(as the Reporter said it WOUld). After petitions were 
presented to him, Mr. Stone decided to remain as 
mayor. In spite of a favourable response from the 
public, the council did not take advantage of being 
allowed payment for their services, thus saving the 
taxpayers nearly $200 per annum. 

1931 - Administration for the past few years had 
been financially sound as neither the council or school 
board had to borrow money for the past three years. 
As well the Town had started 1931 with a balance of 
$8,961.85 with $6,130.08 in taxes owing. This was offset 
by a $3,596.34 electric light debt and money owing the 
provincial government for a highway. 

Fire again levelled three buildings early one Feb. 
morning. Hit were a Chinese restaurant and the offices 
of E. S. Gardiner and the Reporter. While flames 
spread from the rear of the cafe, volunteers managed 
to remove some contents, records, and files from the 
newspaper office and the Gardiner building. Following 
the fire, a structure which had to be repaired became 
the home of the Reporter. Outside facilities at Rivers 
had to be used to produce the next issue until a new 
printing press from Toronto arrived. 

June of 1931 witnessed the introduction of the 
municipal doctor scheme which encompassed Rapid 
City and the four southern townships of Saskatchewan 
Municipality. Rapid City paid 30% of the $3,200 salary 
after the electors granted approval by a vote of 89 to 
11. Renters of town property were charged an ad
ditional 50¢ monthly to help defer the costs. As well, 
council further decreed that all town tenants in 
arrears payor vacate by Sept. 1. A joint committee of 
the two involved municipalities chose Dr. Gilhuly as 
first municipal doctor. 

Because of the financial situation in Canada and the 
world, some people of Rapid City weren't exactly roll
ing around in money. Some, in fact, could not pay their 
tax notices while others suffered by having penalties 
added to their taxes. One person went so far as to state 
that teacher's salaries should be cut and he wouldn't 
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have to pay taxes at all. This prompted the local poet, 
Thomas Parker, to examine the pros and cons of tax 
cuts in his delightful manner. 
"Rapid City is a peaceful spot; 

There's not much excitement, but 
There's one burning question of the day -

To cut or not to cut." 
"Now personally I wouldn't care 

While this controversy rages; 
I'd be quite willing for a cut ... 

If they'd first supply the wages." 
Employment was not exactly booming. People 

seeking work were asked to register in order to comp
ly with an agreement between the Town and the 
government aimed at reducing the unemployment pic
ture. Harvest temporarily offered some work, 
however small the remuneration. Others went to the 
unemployment relief camp which was set up in order 
to build a road west of Rapid City. 

Making their own employment were C. W. Loader 
who purchased the Riesberry store and a Chinese cou
ple who started a cafe in the Urpeth Block. 

Apathy had infiltrated the Board of Trade and 
things were rather quiet or even non-existent there. 
However, after hearing that the CNR planned to 
remove its agent because of reduced traffic, the local 
organization sprang into action. After a concentrated 
effort, the Board's protests reached the raHway com
missions, the CNR and M.P. Col Mullins. Obviously 
the message got through to the right places because 
said plans were cancelled. Coincidentally, J. Elliott, 
original station agent, retired with J. Batty succeeding 
him at the position. 

Because of increased use of the facilities, Council 
found it necessary to repair the bath houses while at 
the same time the local C.G.!.T. group worked at the 
tourist camp premises. 

After nominations closed, Mayor Stone retained his 
position by acclamation while A. Smith replaced coun
cillor Bollman. 

Before 1931 drew to a close, two more fires 
destroyed a house owned by W. Rourke and a com
bined store, harness shop and residence owned by J. 
Nowasad (the former Burland store). The Canadian 
Legion undertook to replace the lost household articles 
of the unfortunate families. There was no doubt that 
the frequent fires were reducing that number of tax
able building and that meant other taxpayers were 
assuming a greater load. 

A brief look at history occurred when an Indian 
woman who was visiting Rapid City, stated she was 
one of two survivors who helped the Basler family 
harvest a crop of wheat in 1877 with butcher knives. 

Another resident of Rapid City - Rev. H. T. 
Reynolds, recently had his book, "The Unquenched 
Flax", printed in London. 

1932 - A new year began with a soul searching look 
at ways to reduce expenses, increase revenues and dis
pensing with some positions held by Town employees. 
Through the newspaper, Council informed its citizens 
that uncollected taxes in 1931 had increased by $3,000 
while at the same time disastrous fires had reduced 
revenues. Plans were underway to reduce teacher's 
salaries for the new term. Furthermore, Council 



released communication received from the Municipal 
Commissioner which stated: 

"You should endeavor to maintain the essential and 
dispense with the less essential services . . . Rate
payers can expect to have only what they pay for; that 
if they will not assume their responsibility of paying 
taxes, services, essential or otherwise, cannot be 
maintained. " 

Perhaps such thinking should be the object of pre
sent day municipal, provincial and federal 
governments. 

Continuing with its austerity program, Town 
fathers gave clerk N. Basler the additional post of 
town constable and retaining K. Stuart as general utili
ty man. 

Negotiations with the provincial goverment com
menced with the hope of bringing electricity to town 
but the power commission held out little hope for such 
a move citing financial problems. 

Another building, this time a stone structure known 
as Fox's Hall, was demolished making way for a gas 
station. H. Walker offered people the opportunity to 
use his poolroom or get a haircut, whichever came 
first. 

Provincial politics were in the news. After listening 
to speeches and forecasts of gloom and doom for the 
province, the citizens of Rapid City and area chose Mr. 
Wolstenholme as M.L.A. 

For some, present problems were over. J. Miller, 
former councillor, mayor and proponent of the first 
electric lighting plant passed away in 1932. Also did 
Mrs. J. Hindson, pioneer of 1879. 

By mid 1932, D. A. McMillan and T. C. Sample 
resigned from council with appointees W. Bollman and 
J. Hall taking their places. Later on in the year, at 
nominations time, Council remained unchanged but no 
volunteers for the Mayor's chair came forth. 

At tax sale that fall, out of 18 parcels offered for 
sale, the Town was obliged to buy in 17! Certainly that 
situation was not a hopeful sign. 

However, Bill Eastgate had faith in his business 
sense as he purchased the Roger's meat market but 
Dr. C. ZHz, dentist, found Killarney better for his prac
tise. 

Because of a newly established community fund 
which gave out donations of clothing and cash, many 
under privileged received a warm and cheerful Christ
mas. 

So the stage was set for Rapid City's Golden An
niversrary in 1933. 

1933 - This year began, as did many others, with an 
incomplete council. Finally, D. G. McMillan was ap
pointed Mayor while H. McFadyen was added to coun
cil joining F. Swann, W. Walker, J. Hall and E. Reage. 

One of the new council's first decisions was the call 
for tenders operate the electric light plant as of 
January 1, 1934. As a result of that resolution, coun
cillor Reage resigned; his post not filled till later in 
the year by W. Birkinshaw. The electric light question 
was being thoroughly discussed; in council chambers, 
on the streets and through the newspaper. Three 
tenders were received; from Mr. Soldan, from Mr. 
Reage, and from O. Holford. After deliberation, Mr. 
Soldan's tender was accepted in spite of the fact that it 
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was the highest since his record of satisfactory service 
was taken into consideration. The contract was signed 
with the stipulation that said agreement could be 
cancelled if Hydro should happen to bring service to 
town. Further to the electric light, a limit in hours of 
service was set from dusk to dawn. 

With that out of the way, the community turned to 
other matters. J. Northam, after 23 years as local J.P. 
retired with his position being taken by E. Riesberry. 
W. Coutts purchased the D. Rogers bakery at the time 
when the Agricultural Society decided a fair was inad
visable and turned that occasion into a sports day. 

Laid to rest were G. McGregor, pioneer of 1880 and 
first reeve of Saskatchewan Municipality; and Mrs. J. 
Priestley, pioneer of 1879. 

For the 7th time, the telephone exchange was 
judged the best in rural Manitoba attesting to the pride 
and work done by the local staff. 

Direct mail between Rapid City and west to Oak 
River and beyond was halted and such service was 
sent via Brandon. 

Considering themselves fortunate inspite of local 
problems, Rapid City citizens sent a car load of 
vegetables to drought stricken areas in the west. 

A look at history occurred when the Ralston estate, 
a farm of 547 acres, was sold by E. S. Gardiner to W. 
Fawbert. 

J. Nowasad operated a tannery at the old grist mill 
site and reported a good business. 

Rapid City won the North West Manitoba Lacrosse 
championship by defeating Brandon 8 to 7. 

June of 1933 was the official anniversary of 50 years 
as a town. Unfortunately no major celebrations took 
place as town residents were preoccupied with other 
problems. 

However, the Town Council celebrated the event by 
developing a plan in order to reduce tax arrears. It in
volved a consolidation of arrears and thereby a portion 
of penalties could be remitted to such taxpayers enter- . 
ing into an agreement to bring such liabilities under 
the Act. This plan called for payment of 10% of all 
arrears by the end of October and dividing the balance 
into equal installment payments with interest by the 
year 1938. In spite of such an impressive sounding 
plan, it failed to arouse much enthusiasm. By next tax 
time, those owing arrears were told that application 
for bacf\-tax consolidation would mean 2/3 of all 
penalties'and interest charges returned. Anyway, by 
tax sale, more property reverted back to the town, one 
of which was a livery stable. 

Now livery stables, at an age of automobiles were 
facing crucial times. However, because of financial 
difficulties, many farmers were reverting to good ole 
Betsy and a buggy on their trips to town. Consequent
ly, livery stables made a brief recovery and Council 
placed J. Graham in charge who in turn, gave way to 
F. S. Hyndman. 

Election fever was almost nil, as J. Flanigan and T. 
Smith replaced by acclamation, W. Walker and H. 
McFadyen on council. 

Without much fanfare, 50 years of incorporation 
passed. The town faced a rather dubious future as did 
many other towns, as indeed, did the whole province 
and country. Many changes had taken place and 



countless others were about to occur. This tiny outpost 
known in 1872 as Farmers Crossing and later incor
porated as a town in 1883 would continue to receive set 
back after set back. Yet inspite of it all, those who had 
toiled for the past half century did find a degree of 
satisfaction in what had been achieved. They were 
proud of what they had done in spite of difficulties 
created by climate, geography and man himself. The 
stage is set so let the story proceed from 1933 to its 
next milestone: the 75th anniversary of 1958. 

J. RAPID CITY 1933 TO 1958 (75th ANNIVERSARY) 

1934 Clear, cold and miserable were the words to 
describe early January of 1934. Such adjectives were 
in continual use throughout the remainder of the 
winter. 

Also clear in the minds of council, was a need to 
reduce the Corporation limits, the 3rd largest townsite 
in Manitoba. Such a request was also made by farmers 
who operated inside the town limits. By March an 
agreement between the two affected councils had been 
reached. Arrears of consolidated taxes were reserved 
for the Town while current taxes also became the 
town's responsibilities. As well, the rural's share of 
the municipal's doctor's salary would increase by $180. 
Application was then made to the proper authorities. 

After dealing with that important matter, Council 
turned its attention to street lighting, the perennial 
dog problem and a new place for conducting town 
business. 

A new electric contract stipulated that there was to 
be a cut in street lighting plus a 11 :00 P.M. deadline, in 
order to save money. 

Formerly known as the Smith building, the struc
ture was remodelled and thus served as a new head
quarters for town business. A town bell was installed 
near by. 

Excitment ran high in town when E. Reage un
veiled the first snowmobile in Rapid City. After seeing 
how the machine could travel deep snows, Dr. GHhuly 
planned to have one for his own use. After having a 
machine built by J. Chisholm, J. Reith and Coon 
Soldan he found that its source or power, a motorcycle 
engine, was insufficient. He decided to increase the 
power thus making it more reliable. Interested 
citizens watched the whole experiment with amuse
ment and after naming the doctor's machine "The 
Stork", proceeded to bet amongst themselves as to the 
length of service one might expect from such a 
machine. Dr. Gilhuly attached a second propellor but 
unfortunately the machine was not able to show its 
capabilities because it disintegrated upon meeting a 
steep ditch! 

Financial conditions remained poor throughout the 
country and in Rapid City as well. For the second con
secutive year, the fair was cancelled and its successor, 
a sport's day, was rained out. However. not all was 
gloomy. An airplane arrived in town and transported 
thrill seekers for a three minute trip at $1.50. Also go
ing on a trip but not for fun, were a number of young 
men who left seeking employment in Manitoba's 
northern mines. 
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1935 - Thus 1935 entered on a sad note. Lack of 
employment forced many to leave or to reconsider 
their future in Rapid City. 

A number of pioneers passed away. Among them 
being; A. McKinnon of 1895, J. Northam of 1888 and F. 
Tuttle, war hero. 

Another landmark was removed, namely the old 
jailhouse and with it the bell-tower. As well, J. Barber 
purchased the old firehall. 

Summer arrived and with it came rust followed by 
a storm which saw hailstones smashing windows, wind 
destroying chimneys and scattering debris; telephone 
and light poles were broken. Buildings at the exhibi
tion grounds were destroyed and even concrete 
sidewalks were lifted! 

As Mr. Soldan proceeded with plans to add an new 
engine to his plant, a representative of Manitoba 
Hydro suggested that former very expensive 
guarantees required in order to have hydro brought in 
were now not necessary. Council was left to ponder 
over his words. 

Fall of 1935 witnessed the reduction of Rapid City's 
size from nine sections to two. 

Nomination time brought E. S. Gardiner as Mayor 
while W. Walker and J. Flanigan obtained council 
seats all by acclamation. 

Elections on the federal scene produced J. Glenn as 
Marquette's choice over Col. Mullins. This election 
saw the emergence of a C.C.F. candidate. 

1936 - Depression and relief payments introduced 
this new year to the citizens. Only a short year ago 
there were 34 receiving welfare but now that number 
increased to 45. Fears were expressed that due to 
decreased revenue, a smaller population and a 
transfer of land to the R.M. of Saskatchewan, citizens 
would find future tax loads almost unbearable. Many 
might refuse to pay taxes and let their property revert 
back to the Town as many had done before. Obviously, 
this would reduce even more the number who were left 
to carry the tax load. 

Back to the Hydro question. At Manitoba Hydro's 
suggestion, Council agreed to conduct a survey of the 
town keeping in mind some new figures presented by 
Hydro. Mr. Soldan also presented his rates and both 
are listed below: 

Hydro 
For 5 KW used.......................... .......... $2.00 
10 KW.................................................. 2.00 
20 KW.................................................. 3.56 
30 KW.................................................. 4.46 
100 KW ................................................ 6.35 

(discounts deducted) 

Soldan 
$ .90 

1.53 
3.06 
4.59 

15.30 

From the table, one can see that the smaller user paid 
less with Mr. Soldan but substantially more if he was a 
larger user. Citizens continued to discuss the pros and 
cons of either proposal and for the next while letters to 
the editor filled the newspaper. Some thought Hydro 
was a monopoly while others did not feel a heavy user 
should be required to pay the high Soldan cost. Upon 
learning that the Hydro Board had agreed to extend 
services to Rapid City, Council drew up a by-law in 
order to take advantage of the Hydro offer. Such a by
law was defeated 48-30. 



Also defeated was T. Wolstenholme by N. Turnbull, 
the provinces first Social Credit M.L.A. A sign of 
troubled times was the establishment of new parties 
(CCF and Social Credit) who attacked the present par
ties and offered their own unique monetary solutions 
to the Depression sweeping the country. 

Rapid City, for the 3rd time in its young life, 
mourned the passing of a monarch, George V, and then 
celebrated the coronation of Edward VIII who spoke to 
his subjects via radio. 

Summer came and with it record setting maximum 
temperatures reaching 108 F. (42 C). 

But climatic temperatiures were nothing compared 
to human tempers which rose rapidly and suddenly 
upon disclosure that someone had changed the name of 
the river from Little Saskatchewan to Minnedosa 
River. If a change had to come, stated one resident, 
why not call it the Rapid City River? Better still, why 
not leave it at the historic name mentioned in 1859 by 
the Hind expedition? Both sides dug in their heels with 
charges and counter charges flying all over the place. 
The name Minnedosa River stood however, in spite of 
pressure from several groups. 

Communication was received from a newspaper 
man in Rapid City, South Dakota who had heard of our 
Rapid City here in Manitoba. Letters between the two 
newspapers brought out the advantages of both places. 

Civic elections (that's right-elections) brought new
comer J. Rousell, W. Birkinshaw and J. Todd to fill the 
three council seats while E. S. Gardiner remained as 
Mayor. 

1937 The brand new year was only a few weeks 
old when councillor Flanigan passed away. He was 
replaced by C. Stone while Mr. Saul took over from W. 
Walker who had resigned. Town finances were dis
cussed at every agenda including an offer of $60 a 
month for N. Basler as Sec. Treas. 

Pioneer of 1886 and clerk of the rural municipality 
for three decades, G. Clackson passed away suddenly. 
His place was temporarily filled by A. Millar who then 
relinguished the position to A. Dennis. 

Edward VIII had abdicated and now Rapid City 
celebrated with parades, dances and a bonfire, the cor
onation of George VI. 

Fall arrived. Mayor Gardiner and Councillor Stone 
resigned leaving Rousell as acting mayor till election 
time. However the previous year's election must have 
drained local civic spirit for not one nomination was 
received! 

However, apathy in Rapid City certainly was not 
the case when news came of pitiful conditions in 
Parkbeg, Sask. where few or no crops had been 
harvested for eight years. After publication of this 
tragedy, Rapid City and District responded with all 
sorts of vegetables, potatoes and the like. Over 40,000 
pounds (18,000 kg) were collected and sent by railway 
cars to the region. Heartfelt thanks came back to the 
donors. 

Sample and Son, using a model T Ford engine tried 
out a new ice cutting machine designed to save effort 
and time. 
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ICE CUTTING ON THE RIVER 
In early morn, not yet full light, 
When down upon the ice, 
When biting wind from north and east 
It is not very nice. 
No shelter there of any kind. 
No longer is there bush, 
As gales from icefields far away 
Along the valley rush. 
And earnestly we watch those hills 
For golden gleams of light, 
Then slowly rising in the east, 
The sun so warm and bright. 
All nature seems to be renewed 
And everything to smile; 
We bask there in those warming beams 
For just a little while. 
The sunlight dims, again 'tis chill, 
'Tis Eaton's chimney smoke; 
It hangs there in a thickening cloud, 
Some hot words to provoke. 
Why not have blower on the top 
To turn the smoke away, 
Or switch it off a little while 
To let the sunshine play -
On frozen noses, whitening cheeks. 
There ought to be some cure; 
A lid, perhaps, to shut it off 
Would help a lot, I'm sure. 
And when Mac blows that awful blast 
Quite deafened are our ears, 
And when for buttermilk he sounds 
We're almost moved to tears. 
Reminds me of my boyhood days, 
Again in fancy see 
A gallant ship, reduced in speed, 
Plow through a sullen sea. 
When fog lay thick on every side 
For some two days or more, 
Two minutes' spread, from overhead 
Came siren's heavy roar. 
Could Mac not learn some simple tune, 
Some lullaby could try, 
Ormaybe· blow a line or two 
Of "Coming Through the Rye"? 
'Twould sort of liven up the noise 
Which makes our ear drums crack. 
I think he only needs a hint; 
He's not a bad sort-Mac. 

Thos. Parker 

1938 - The future appeared bleak when the remains 
of council reconvened in 1938. Eventually, after arm 
twisting, pleas, acclamations and elections, the follow
ing were named to head Rapid City for the year. 
Mayor F. Swann and councillors Saul, J. Adams, 
Eastgate, Birkinshaw, Rousell and Todd. 

Now to business. In order to meet future relief 
assistance needs, Council moved the tax rate upwards 
to 30.5 mills. News that the local governments would 
have to pay the first $50 of their relief costs on a 



monthly basis, meant that provincial assistance was 
substantially lowered. At least the town was fairly 
free from any huge debts. 

The year of 1938 saw Lindenberg Bros. operating in 
town as B. Linaenberg returned from New Orleans 
with a shipment of bees. D. Hood was associated with 
the brothers who converted a part of the former Beat
tie store into an office and remodelled the upstairs for 
living quarters. Speaking of Mr. Beattie, that 
gentleman after 35 years as general merchant, relin
quished his business to J. A. (Gus) Sample. 

More incidents with thieves. This time they 
delighted in moving a safe from a store and depositing 
it in the river after removing the door (never 
recovered). Requests from citizens for a guard were 
denied. Before the outbreak of stealing ended, more 
safes were opened or tampered with. Seems as if the 
thieves were bent on conducting a "safe" business! 

Fall brought with it a vote on an enlarged municipal 
doctor area and an increase of salary by $700 but 
limiting outside practise to emergencies. 

The season also witnessed tenders being called for 
the demolition of the old exhibition building and the 
erection of a new agriculture-rink structure. 

As well, new electric rates went into effect, with 
four power classifications, to commence in June of 
1939. 

1939 - Facing 1939 was a council composed of 
Rousell, Saul, Adams, W. Swann, Gardiner and Todd 
with F. Swann continuing as mayor. A motion to pay 
each councillor $1 per meeting and the mayor $1.50 
brought forth much comment (most of it unprintable) 
from the public. However, peace returned when the 
town fathers decided against the motion. Instead coun
cil decided to post in the office, a monthly list of all 
hospital, municipal and relief accounts. This seemed 
necessary as some relief recipiants would incur 
liabilities and then pass the bill on to the town. Welfare 
receivers were encouraged to lessen their demands 
and even plant a garden in order to reduce the stagger
ing relief bills. Seems incredible to think that they had 
to be asked to plant a garden! 

Curling heroes in the names of L. and N. 
Birkinshaw, G. Wolstenholme and W. Thompson were 
dined and admired at the IOOF hall and later 
presented with sweaters. 

As spring advanced, the first work on the 
agricultural society and curling club building com
menced but that necessitated the removal of the tennis 
courts. 

Unable to succeed financially, Jat Dong gave up his 
restaurant business. 

Because of increased traffic and future plans, 
Councils of the rural and town municipalities met to 
plan for a new bridge. Work actually started in late 
August with some minor delays here and there. A 
visiting inspector found that the job was actually being 
done too well and thus would cost more. He thus fired 
the men but demands sent by councils to Winnipeg con
vinced the authorities to overrule their inspector and 
re-instate the men. 

Bridge building, relief bills, unemployment and 
numerous other problems seemed to recede as a 
larger more demanding problem appeared: World 
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War II. Young men joined the recruiting lines, new
comers arrived in town and many citizens prepared 
for Red Cross relief work. 

Appointed as night watchman by Council, J. 
Graham surprised three youths engaged in a "help 
yourself to other people's property" type of project. 
Perhaps news of that arrest was responsible for a 
reduction in crime for the next while. 

1940 Early in 1940, council composed of Rousell, 
McFadyen, F. Hales, A. Aitkin, D. Soldan and W. 
Swann under the leadership of F. Swann heard a 
proposal by the CNR to abandon the branch line ser
ving Rapid City and district. Petitions soon followed. 
In cooperation with other communities, town council 

Soldans Garage Rapid City, 1940. 

Birkinshaw and Hotham truck, C1940. Earl 
Hotham driving. 

retained legal counsel who then presented arguments 
before the transport comissioner to the effect that in 
spite of an unstable period in the district's life, the 
CNR had been able to meet costs. The lawyer won his 
case, presented a bill of $1,105 (Rapid City's share was 
$25) and then accepted congratulations as trains con
tinued to roll. 

Enlistings continued unabated. At home con
tributions to the Red Cross were many; some on a 
small scale like the little girls who sold lemonade and 



some large contributions from merchants. Men who 
stayed home were accepted for home defence while 
women manned the industrial posts and volunteered as 
nurses. Dr. Gilhuly was called by military authorities 
with his place taken by H. Bruser. Patriotic exercises 
were instituted twice daily in schools, firearms were 
to be registered and an inventory of manpower was 
taken. Town Council agreed to help organize the 
Manitoba Volunteer Reserves in Rapid City. 

Oh yes, the Queens Hotel had a new owner J. C. 
Collingwood. Rapid City voted for J. Glen, Dominion 
M. P. T. Eaton Company sold its creamery to Canada 
Packers and C. Roberts assumed position as manager 
of the bank from J. Fowlie. 

Rapid City had given its sons to the war effort and 
now it gave up C. Basler pioneer of 1875; J. Priestley 
of 1879 and Mrs. E. Stuart of 1879. 

Again, for the seventh time, Rapid City received 
the best-kept premises award of the Manitoba 
Telephone System. After winning the Dyer shield 
twice the local staff had become eligible for the Rose 
Bowl trophy which was presented to chief operator 
Edith Busby by Mayor Swann during an official 
ceremony. 

Maybe it was the war, maybe it was the fact that 
the tax mill remained at 31 mills with no tax sale for 
the last three years, but whatever the reason, nomina
tion day had no aspirants for council seats. Ap
pointments had to be made for Council and Mayor who 
remained the same with the exception of H. Saul who 
replaced Wm. Swann as councillor. 

1941 It seems poor mail service was in the news 
in 1941 as well as in 1978. The local Board of Trade, 
considering it unacceptable to be receiving two fewer 
days of mail service per week, approached authorities 
to provide mail from North Brandon. Postmaster 
Hartwell was able to stay home on Christmas Day for 
the first time in many years because of the reduced 
service. 

The war effort continued at home with salvage 
drives, Red Cross activities which included an auction 
sale, and numerous other money making ventures. As 
well, Rapid City was able to boast of having the sec
ond highest recruiting rate in all of Manitoba. With 
such a patriotic spirit its no wonder the families of air 
force personnel stationed at nearby No. 1 Central 
Navigation School found themselves contributing to 
the community effort. By March, four sons of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Luker had joined the armed forces while seven 
other families each sent three members. Rapid City 
and district had reason indeed to feel proud of their 
war effort! 

Back home to taste some of Rapid City's hospitality 
was Miss 1. Crawford, daughter of the founder of 
Prairie College. 

The continuing saga of business changes witnessed 
the sale of D. G. McMillan's Meat Market to A. Colley, 
the moving to Brandon of the Lindenberg seed 
business, and the purchase of Butchart's hardware by 
A. Reid. Mr. Harder built a shoe repair shop north of 
the highway. 

A brand new first was the election by acclamation 
of three ladies to the school board; Mrs. J. Shand, Mrs. 
J. W. Rousell, and Mrs. E. E. Riesberry. 
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As the year came to a close news came of Rapid 
City's first Second War loss: Fighter pilot Sgt. Ken 
Peters. 
1942 

The third year of the war, 1942, began with Mayor 
Rousell heading a council of Saul, A. D. Aitken, 
Soldan, J. Sample, E. Gardiner and H. McFadyen with 
N. Basler hired as Sec.-Treas. 

Rapid City continued to work at home in order that 
the war effort could continue. They raised a victory 
loan quota of over $33,000 which was more than double 
the amount expected. Even the school children did 
their share by purchasing $838.00 worth of war stamps. 
Another victory loan quota was purchased within a 
week. 

Harry Howard cutting wheat with binder, 1942. 

Matters which normally would stir up the citizens, 
spread rumors and cause excitement, now were dealt 
with quickly in order that attention could again turn to 
news of the war and news of loved ones in the conflict. 

The tax structure for the year was set as follows: 
School 12.6 mills 
Mun. Com. 1.1 mills 
General - 6.3 mills 
Mun. Doctor - 3.0 with $4.00 minimum tax on dwell
ing. 

If you were renting a lot for a garden in 1942 your 
cost would be a $1.00. And talk about reasonable; one 
lot in town sold for $7.00 while another sold for a grana 
total of $5.00! 

Hired as night watchman for the year was J. 
Graham while K. Stuart's service as caretaker of the 
beach for July and August earned him $15 per month 
for hours of 2 to 5:30 and 7:30 to 9:00. 
1943 

Sixty years as an incorporated town were hardly 
mentioned as 1943 began. Mayor Rousell presided over 
the same council with the exception of McFadyen who 
gave way to Bollman. 

Citizens were concerned whether their loved ones 
would return safely and whether they could raise more 
funds to aid the war cause. Even a threatened wood 
shortage due to a prolonged cold snap failed to arouse 
much concern although this changed as even less wood 
appeared on the market. Town fathers received per
mission to cut 200 cords of wood from the Riding 
Mountain Park. After finding a Brandon hauler, Coun-



cil felt quite secure but the feeling was not to last. The 
Brandon hauler resigned and finally Council had to 
arrange to have wood shipped from Swan River. 

On the financial scene, imagine the consternation 
felt by the citizens with two days to go and $6,500 short 
of its fifth victory loan objective. Would you believe 
that on the final day, the loan was over-subscribed? 
Truly it was a commendable effort! 

Also an effort, was the fact that the Sam Silliphant 
family has sent five brothers to aid in the cause. 

Italy has surrendered but that brought little com
ment. 

Harvest time had many townspeople going to the 
fields after their regular days work with one group 
aged 13 to 27, stooking 430 acres in 23 evenings. 

Council ranks were reduced by the death of Gus 
Sample and W. Bollman. 

Station agent L. Lutes replaced J. Batty. And some 
sort of record had to be set by 82 year old Jim Todd 
who built ten chimneys in one working season or C. 
McQuinn who loaded ten tons of coal, hauled it by team 
and then unloaded it on his 80th birthday. Now that's 
performance! 

Previously T. C. Sample had been exporting ice 
from Rapid City but now had to bring in ice from Bran
don for his customers. 

1944 
And so 1944 arrived. Council of N. Haslen, Soldan, 

Gardiner, H. Waldon, Aitken and Saul, headed by 
Mayor Rousell had to deal with many matters: one of 
which was a break in the dam early one spring. After 
temporary repairs were made, the water level rose to 
a more desirable level. 

A splendid idea by Rapid City's hardware store 
sparked much enthusiasm among the area residents. A 
display of pictures of service personnel in the war was 
set up with a total of 140. A short time later the total 
was 175, then 190 pictures were exhibited. Perhaps this 
was an incentive, for the next victory loan was sold 
quickly. As well, the citizens found the means to con
tribute to a Milk Fund for Britain and also contributed 
to a blood donor clinic. Not to be out done, students up 
to Grade eight had purchased another $1,365 in war 
stamps. Residents were proud to hear that Sqdn. Ldr. 
G. Northcott DFC had destroyed at least nine aircraft 
and was awarded a bar and promoted. As well, N. 
Hyndman received a 1939-1943 star for service in Sicily 
and Italy. 

Business changes were recorded as follows: G. 
Silversides new store, G. Riches purchased the store 
from C. Loader, J. McIntosh succeeded C. Roberts as 
bank manager, C.N.R agent N. Brunsdon replaced L. 
Lutes. 

To finance war parcels for prisoners, the local curl
ing club raised $144.50 which was handed over to the 
Manitoba Curlers. 

Late in the year J. Terry gave up his regular milk 
round leaving the business open to F. Hales and G. 
Kroft. Vendors of milk had to comply with Health 
regulations. 

After meetings were called to discuss the situation, 
the R M. of Saskatchewan agreed to assume equal 
obligations for upkeep of the cemetery beginning in 
1944. 
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1945 
In the first early weeks of the new year, men from 

overseas began arriving back home to an unrestrained 
welcome. Mayor Rousell, with the help of council 
which remained the same except for E. Busby who 
took over from H. Waldon, decided to declare a public 
holiday whenever circumstances warranted such a 
celebration. Sqdn. Ldr. Northcott received more 
decorations, among them being the Polish 
Government's Silver Eagle, the Soviet's Russian 
Eagle and decoration by the King. 

On May 8, 1945 that long awaited public celebration 
materialized. Germany had surrendered and Rapid 
City celebrated the end of hostilities. Stores closed, 
services were held in churches, school exercises were 
held, and citizens celebrated in their own way. Just a 
few short days ago Rapid City had become the first 
town to fully subscribe to the 8th victory loan quota. 
Now the citizens gathered at the Cenotaph to honor the 
twenty-one men who had paid the supreme sacrifice. 

Perhaps a record was set by the Sam Silliphant 
family who had sent six sons to the conflict. Charlie 
Silliphant's son, Bill Silliphant, also known as Bill Gib
son, won the Canadian trick and fancy roping cham
pionship at Calgary in 1934. Joined by his wife, Bill 
brought his western show to Rapid City where 400 per
sons (although the whole community tried to gain en
trance) watched the performance. Applause greeted 
his every move and trick as he performed acts done 
years before in the company of Gene Autry and 
western hero Tom Mix. 

Realizing the need for a new electric system, Coun
cil applied to the Manitoba Power Commission for ser
vice to Rapid City. There was talk of raiSing funds for 
a skating rink but uncertainty and financial restraints 
prevented any further action. 

Action on the federal scene saw Liberal 
Progressive J. Glen win the right to represent Rapid 
City in Ottawa. 

Tapping local demand for a novel idea, J. Millar 
kept 17 ponies busy by offering rides to all who wished 
to attempt that method of transportation. Many took 
advantage, young and old alike. 

Other elections, this time on the provincial and 
local scenes resulted in the return of N. Turnbull to 
Winnipeg while Mayor Rousell headed a council of C. 
Haslen, Saul, Soldan, Aitken, Busby (whose place was 
later taken by A. Reid) and Gardiner. 

Before 1945 was finished, it was the scene of Rapid 
City's oldest business changing hands when 82 year old 
C. McQuinn sold his team and wagon to AI. Barrett. 
Other changes had A. E. Lyne selling his watch repair 
to J. Cundy; J. Nevins opened a restaurant and confec
tionery; H. Walker sold his pool hall and barber shop 
to H. Waldon. 

Laid to rest was E. Basler, the area's first born. 
Closing off the year on Boxing Day was a gathering 

to honor the returned men and their families. Between 
500-600 people needed two halls in order to seat all 
those invited by the Rapid City and RM. of 
Saskatchewan Councils. 

A district branch of the Manitoba Game and Fish 
Associatbn was organized in 1945. Officers were Hon. 
President, Dr. J. Young, President E. Hotham, Vice
President J. Collingwood and SeC.-Treasurer A. King. 



1946 
While men continued to arrive home from 

overseas, another attempt to build a closed-in skating 
rink was made but caution prevailed and naught came 
of the venture. 

Much praise was heaped on C. Soldan who had 
supplied the electric demands of the town for many 
years. Now, however, the local plant was unable 
to meet the ever increasing consumer electrical 
needs. A local vote to join Manitoba Hydro was con
firmed by a 108 to 3 margin. Soon the Manitoba Hydro 
Commission was busy purchasing the town-owned por
tion of the system for $3,357.31. On November 7,1946, 
the Manitoba Hydro officially began to supply power 
for Rapid City residents. An ironic note though: 
because of the shortage of material, the old 
powerhouse of 1913 had to be used for a time! 

The old historic Urpeth block was purchased jointly 
by A. Reid, Mrs. M. Sample, J. Smith and daughter 
Georgia with each tenant occupying a portion of the 
structure. Shortly thereafter the cafe business was 
sold to R. McBride. E. G. R. Gardiner joined his father 
under the name E. S. Gardiner and Son, in a real estate 
partnership. In addition G. Silverside with partners N. 
Adams and D. Smith renamed his store The Rapid City 
Trading Company. Trying his hand at the bakery was 
D. Soldan who purchased the business from R. Black. 
Veterinary surgeon Dr. Young left for other parts as 
did T. J. Butchart. 

Haven't heard much about the Queen's Hotel 
lately? That is about to change. L. and V. Moszinski of 
Winnipeg made the purchase from Jim Collingwood 
and immediately let it be known that the Queen's 
would no longer service a rest room. That left many a 
lady wondering! 

H. Robinson received the appointment of the local 
post mastership when A. Hartwell retired. He offered 
the postal service from space in the Masonic Hall until 
he received permission to relocate the office. 

Changes continued at a rapid pace. It seems that 
once the war was over, confidence returned. 
Businesses started to change hands. Newcomers 
brought in fresh capital while the more established 
businessmen obtained a new lease on life. 

Leaving for the last rest were T. Parker, arrival of 
1889, H. Hales who had worked in the brickyard and T. 
Hardy, settler of 1885. 

Civic matters were uneventful. Few nominations 
necessitated appointments for council. Mr. Rousell 
continued as mayor for the 6th consecutive term, 
heading a council of Haslen, Gardiner, A. Reid, Chap
man, Aitken and Colley. 

NICE SUP RISE PARTY 
'Tis oft a cold and cheerless spot, 
For boys of river gang; 
Sometimes the ice dust sprays them o'er 
From big saw's busy clang. 
But one day stands above the rest, 
Which surely was enjoyed; 
Mrs. Sample came to see us work, 
With Miss Roberta Boyd. 
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Came down to watch the engine saw, 
And then gave us a treat -
In baskets they had carried down 
Delicious buns to eat. 
And coffee, too, 'twas really swell, 
Our looks were eloquent; 
'Twas steaming hot upon our stove, 
I felt where all mine went. 
The table set, bridge timber block, 
Gang were invited in, 
And scarcely anyone in gang 
Was what you would call thin. 
With ladies there, and Cliff the boss, 
Cliff. Campbell, Norman Haines, 
Norm. Haslen, Sidney Luker - then 
But little room remains. 
But still Geo. Gardner, also me, 
Were in the eats and drinks; 
Like pieces in a log-built wall, 
We fitted in as chinks. 
A word about our river house, 
Our little "home of state," 
Valerie's play house in summer time, 
In size six feet by eight. 
A kindly act we all enjoyed, 
Of this there was no doubt; 
Please come again, you'll always find 
The latch string hanging out. 

1947 

Thos. Parker 

Much happened in 1947. It began with weather un
suitable for man or beast. Fortunately, Rapid City had 
retained a livery stable and as the snow fall increased 
and temperatures plunged downward, automobile traf
fic halted and horse teams were pressed into service. 
Blocked roads meant mail was cancelled, newspapers 
delayed, if delivered at all, and service organizations 
postponed many happenings. For a time, a fuel shor
tage threatened the closing of schools but the plows 
broke through. Parents sighed and children cried! As 
if one blizzard wasn't bad enough in February, two 
days later another one blocked roads reduced visibility 
to a few paces and cancelled much of the activity in
cluding schools. Only after ten days had gone by, was 
train service resumed. 

No doubt the large amount of snow prompted the 
council to consider purchasing a fire engine from War 
Assets Corporation for $2,820.10. This unit would also 
have a snowplowing attachment at the front. 

Undaunted by the icy onslaught, citizens es
tablished a Rapid City and District film council and 
then proceeded to view demonstrations of equipment. 

Soon the winter passed much to the relief of the 
citizens but to the consternation of automobile drivers. 
You see, the frequent snowfalls had promoted many to 
spread ashes from furnaces on the road for traction. 
Spring thaws revealed that said ashes had also con
tained nails, tacks and the like which soon reduced 
tires to useless objects. Many a tire patching outfit 
received a workout that spring! A provincial road 



magnet machine collected 110 pounds (50 Kg) of 
hardware and the car owners breathed a sigh of relief. 

After establishing a ladies' rest room at the rear 
part of the town office and purchasing a huge mirror 
for the purpose, Council appointed A. McBride to their 
body to replace Aitken who had sold his blacksmith 
shop to J. Brown. 

Another distressing discovery was the fact that 
many young people were leaving for other places seek
ing employment. However, just in time, an announce
ment that No. 1 Central Navigation School at Rivers 
would reopen, caused many to hurry to that area to ob
tain jobs. For a time, at least, the exodus ceased. 

Next residents were asked to vote for an enlarged 
municipal doctor area for Rapid City, R.M. of 
Saskatchewan and part of Elton, to replace the 1937 
model. By a 170 to 19 vote, the measure passed, costing 
$6,250 yearly with Rapid City's share set at 18%. 

A provincial government official looked carefully 
at the IOOF hall and recommended removal of the up
per storey which in his opinion, had become unsafe for 
use. To balance this news the Canadian Legion, as a 
tribute to their comrades, decided to build a hall to be 
known as the Rapid City and District Memorial HalL 

Death reduced the rank of the pioneers: Mrs. A. 
Basler who was connected with the Windsor Hotel, 91 
year old Mrs. Peart dressmaker since the early days, 
and H. Harvey who was connected with the flour mill. 

Many worthwhile projects attempted by volunteers 
did not succeed or were set back for a period of time. A 
Plaque to commemorate the fallen men of the wars 
was not completed due to poor weather while the an
nual Sports Day was totally rained out. An attempt to 
continue with the Agricultural Fair ended with poor 
participation in the ranks of the exhibitors. 

However, not all was gloom for Rapid City. The 
local creamery beat all butter competition in the 
Toronto Royal Fair. F. P. Grove, teacher at Rapid 
City at one time, won a governor-general's award. The 
Manitoba Hydro received its 10,000th application for 
power, that being Rapid City School Board. The 
change in locale for the Post Office was to a site pres
ently occupied by the Town Office. A new mail route 
planned for a 21 mile trip east of town was in limbo. It 
seems that the lowest tender was not low enough, ac
cording to the powers in ottawa. 

Another event billed to be a great happening, ac
tually flopped. Scheduled to appear in Rapid City, a 
helicopter flew in one day, hovered briefly and then 
departed much to the chagrin of the local residents 
who had expected more than that! 

After a rather varied and interesting year, 1947 
drew to a close with an incomplete council and no 
mayor. At least that situation was normal! 
1948 

The first order of business for 1948 had to be the 
completion of council. Appointed as councillors after 
many and various meetings were: A. Colley, C. 
Haslen, J. Chapman, J. Brown, H. Robinson, J. 
Flanigan. Reg A. Gardiner was appointed mayor at 
age 30, the youngest ever to hold that position! 

With that out of the way, the Town fathers pushed 
the mill rate up 10.6 points to 48.7. Strangely, this 
rather substantial increase did little to stir local com-
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ment. Perhaps the citizens realized progress, changes 
and the need for better services could not be achieved 
unless they were willing to pay for the improvements. 

But an event during spring run-off did stir the local 
people to efforts not often seen. Word was received 
that the Minnedosa dam was in danger of collapse due 
to an influx of flood waters. Volunteers filled sandbags 
and placed them all along the dam while other men 
with tractors created channels for the excess water. 
Throughout the night, work progressed at a feverish 
pitch with cars providing light as Red Cross ladies 
provided nourishment. When the Minnedosa dam, in 
fact, did collapse, spectators gathered from near and 
far joining newspaper men and photographers, all 
waiting for the flood to arrive. And arrive it did, 
almost 13 hours after destroying Minnedosa Dam. 
Water poured over the entire dam washing out parts of 
the western slope, while the highway was under a 
sheet of water. Raging along, the flood washed out the 
park road and a part of the CNR track. Following the 
flood, inspection revealed that the dam had survived 
but needed repairs. Council applied for provincial 
assistance but almost two months passed before ap
proval was given for a commitment of 50% of the $1,-
750 total cost of repairs. Repairs were not started till 
September and then it took only two days to complete 
the task, using clay and the foundation of the old grist 
mill and elevators to fill the gaps. 

Changes in businesses for 1948 included J. Young 
taking over as bank manager, T. Turner purchased the 
drug store from M. A. Anderson, F. Londry bought the 
R. McBride cafe, Riches' store was sold to C. 
McLaren who three months later, sold it to E. 
Branston, and after 16 years as baker, W. Coutts 
departed from the business. 

Leaving this world were: former postmaster A. 
Hartwell, Coon. Soldan who had served the electric 
needs of Rapid City for many years, J. Graham who 
had continued as policeman until his death and F. P. 
Grove who was returned to lie beside his daughter in 
the Little Saskatchewan valley where his literary 
career began. 

More signs of progress were evident when hitching 
posts, an important part of Rapid City's beginning, dis
appeared from the streets with only a few retained in 
certain spots. As well, because of increasing 
mechanization, horses were becoming replaceable and 
more than one newspaper article carried news to 
farmers promoting the sale of horses for mink feed. 
Fortunately however, many farmers retained at least 
one team for chores while others continued to raise 
horses for show, racing or simply for the love of the 
animal. 

In keeping with the times, the name Board of Trade 
was changed to the Chamber of Commerce. One of the 
first acts performed by this newly named orga
nization was the suggestion that a trust fund be es
tablished with the purpose of promoting permanent 
care of grave plots and perpetual care of family plots. 
Realizing the wisdom of such a suggestion, Town 
fathers passed necessary legislation implementing the 
measure. As well, mention was made of the need for 
enlarging the cemetery now in use for nearly 75 years. 

Substantial changes in the post office were an-



nounced by Ottawa. Firstly, the two mail routes were 
to be serviced by one person. Secondly, the local post 
master became a paid employee of the postal service 
where before his salary was dependent on the annual 
revenue generated by his office. Thirdly, post office 
boxes became the property of the government and yes, 
you guessed it, the $2 rental increased to $3 for boxes 
and to $5 from $3 for drawers. 

A new hospital scheme submitted to the people met 
with approval. This would mean a hospital at 
Minnedosa and therefore would be used by several 
municipalities. 

Dominion elections were the topic of the month 
when Hon. S. Garson, Liberal Progressive, defeated 
Mrs. B. Keating, CCF candidate for the right to repre
sent Marquette constituency. 

On the other hand, civic elections were filled by 
acclamations. Returned were Mayor Gardiner, and 
councillors Brown, Saul, Robinson, K. Sample, H. 
Simpson and Flanigan. 

Flood, 1948. 

Another typical community project manned by 
volunteers was the erection of the Canadian Legion 
Hall. A building near Brandon was purchased, dis
mantled and hauled to Rapid City. Volunteer help 
prepared the foundation on a site south of the bank, 
facing 4th street. Only because of winter did the proj
ect halt for a short time. It was another fine example 
of a small town using its human resources to the 
fullest. 

1949 
Talk about hornet nests, even in the dead of winter! 

That's exactly what faced the public as 1949 began. It 
seems that a neighboring newspaper promised its 
readers that the river with two names, one official and 
one unofficial, would soon be totally known as. 
Minnedosa River. Protests, like you have never heard 
before, immediately filled the newspapers and 
wherever people congregated, they demanded to know 
and rightly so, just who was responsible for the name 
change. After all, unless the proposed change was of
ficially advertised, it certainly wasn't legaL Also 
many felt that the name Saskatchewan was historic 
and should be left as such. Furthermore, if one river's 
name could be changed, then why not another? People 
continued to press for a review of the so-called name 
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change. The RM. of Saskatchewan passed a motion 
calling for a reversal. This was also the position of the 
Chamber of Commerce and the Town Council. Alas, 
protests s~emed to fall on deaf government ears and 
jubilant Minnedosa ones. Later in the year, official 
dominion ballots designated polls as being north or 
south of the Minnedosa River. As a result of the elec
tion, Mr. Garson again won the right to represent 
Marquette in Ottawa. 

A tragedy occurred when the Town registered its 
first drowning in some 40 years, when Mr. W. Lewis 
was unable to reach shore while swimming. Coinciden
tally, the previous drowning was in 1909 to the very day 
when seven year old Ethel Watts met her watery, ac
cidental death. 

Death as well came to Dr. J. Young, who had been 
Rapid City's veterinary surgeon and mayor and coun
cillor for many years. 

Progress, of a sort, was evident when one of its 
area's oldest business places and a landmark since 
1883, a blacksmith shop belonging to Fred Zimmer, 
was demolished. This ancient building was also once 
owned by G. McWilliams and C. Silliphant and because 
of its historic place, its destruction was duly recorded 
in the Reporter. Another landmark, the Former 
Presbyterian Church which was once a garage, then an 
ice house, was again used as a garage. 

Happy news for fair goers! After years of inactivi
ty, the annual fair made a comeback with directors 
able to attract 458 entries. Please take note, however, 
that of all the entries in the ladies' section, none could 
outknit Mr. E. Riesberry as far as knitted socks were 
concerned! 

Butter lovers will be pleased to learn that Rapid 
City creamery again took top honors at the Toronto 
Royal by winning a championship, a reserve cham
pionship and a special prize for having the highest 
aggregate score. Quite an achievement for a small 
creamery! 

Visitors from Holland who decided to remain in 
Rapid City were Mr. and Mrs. R Radsma. Also Rapid 
City's generosity was in evidence when over 2,000 
pounds (900 Kg) of clothing was donated to Europe's 
needy! 

Rapid City's policing duties were carried out by 
Constable J. Menzoski in 1949. His efforts however, did 
not apprehend an early morning visitor whose visit 
coincided with the disappearance of cash from a coffee 
shop and O. Stone's house. After being frightened by a 
roomer in John Hyndman's domicile, the midnight 
visitor was found in H. Brown's home but quickly 
departed. Nothing else was seen or heard from the 
stranger and life returned to a normal if somewhat 
jittery pace. 

Volunteer work continued on the Legion Hall even 
as snow was falling. In one day 23 workers shingled the 
entire roof in spite of adverse weather conditions. 

Would you believe a mayorality contest? After 
years of acclamations and appointments, E. G. R. 
Gardiner and J. W. Rousell provided the voters in 
Rapid City with a choice with the win going to Gar
diner. Council, on the other hand, had nothing but 
acclamations which presented a body of men un
changed from the previous year. 



1950 
Another move by the CNR to remove its agent and 

leave a caretaker was cause for concern. Only a few 
months before R. Brunsdon had been replaced with 
agent A. Marchand. The Chamber of Commerce un
dertook a study and presented the CNR with the fact 
that Rapid City was the only town on the branch and 
thus the agent was actually handling business for 5 
flag-stations. They continued in their submission to 
point out that removal of the agent would also result in 
a loss of revenue which would be more than the 
savings from the agent's salary. Such logical thinking 
was ignored by the CNR and the railway commission 
who prDceeded happily with their plan. Thus, in the 
spring of 1950, Rapid City CNR station lost its agent 
and came under the care of caretaker A. Hucul. 

Remember that recommendation that the upper 
storey of the Old Fellow's Hall be removed? Well, the 
actual work began in early 1950 and by mid February 
the new roof was on. Seeing the building was now 
reduced in size, the lOOF people decided to ask for a 
reduction in taxes but that request was not granted. 

In 1950, business changes continued as in most other 
years. N. E. Adams and Son announced the opening of 
a farm machinery office while T. Novak, jeweller, 
erected a small office after visiting Regina for a try 
there. Unfortunately, he did not remain in business too 
long before departing. 

Always striving for better things, the Agricultural 
Society opted for a summer fair for livestock and a fall 
show for produce, grain and flowers. Striving as well, 
the Legion decided to ask for cash donations in order to 
complete the hall. 

In Minnedosa, the new district hospital was the 
scene for the first baby to be born there to Mr. and 
Mrs. A. Peters while the old infirmary had its last 
baby born to Mr. and Mrs. J. Stewart. 

Another first but not for babies was Rapid City's 
Carnival Queen contest won by Marion Ramsay and 
crowned by Mayor Gardiner at the open air rink. 

Remembering its own flood, Rapid City and 
District prepared to welcome evacuees from Winnipeg 
where flood waters from the Assiniboine and Red 
rivers inundated parts of the capital city. The town 
prepared for up to 140 people but only a few relatives 
of local people arrived. However, several men 
departed for the flood area since their services as 
caterpillar operators were required. 

To the joy of all concerned, mid June of 1950 
witnessed the official opening of the new community 
hall. Legion president D. Wilson, Ladies' Auxiliary 
president Mrs. G. Dick, Mayor Gardiner and M. C. E. 
Hotham were all pleased with the turnout and with the 
funds collected. 

Hurting many and helping few, was the situation 
when a 10 day railway strike reared its head. "No 
one," stated the Reporter, "ought to be entrusted with 
the power that created such a situation." 

Bringing fame to Rapid City were Beverly Hotham 
and Joyce Neilson who represented their town at 
Minnedosa Rally where they displayed their skill in a 
demonstration, connected with their sewing club. Win
ning there, the two ladies continued their success at 
Portage la Prairie Rally and from there, as finalists, 
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placed second in a Dominion Clothing Competition 
which was won by Alberta. After representing 
Manitoba at Toronto and Ottawa, the two girls 
returned home to a reception arranged by the 
Chamber of Commerce. At more gatherings, they 
retold their experiences at competitions and on their 
eastern tour. Christmas tests were rescheduled for the 
two, in order that they could speak to boys' and girls' 
clubs in Winnipeg. At the conclusion of their travels, 
town council presided at a gathering of 150 people 
where Mayor Gardiner presented Beverly and Joyce 
with travelling cases. 

Of a prime concern to the ladies of the town was the 
relocation of the rest room to the garage of H. Waldon 
as the previous place had some difficulty with proper 
heating of the facility. 

Of more concern were the local civic nominations. 
Mayor Gardiner remained as did councillors Sample, 
Brown, Robinson, and Flanigan with newcomers T. 
Turner and N. Adams, all by acclamations. 
1951 

Early in 1951, A. Basler, pioneer of 1874 and 
operator of a hotel died in Hamiota with burial in 
Rapid City. Others who had a strong part in Rapid 
City's past and who passed away were E. S. Gardiner, 
former mayor, councillor and county clerk; 90 year old 
J. Todd arrival of 1879 and C. Howden early 
photographer. 

Birthday wishes were in store for Corinthian Lodge 
now 70 years old. This lodge was one of the oldest of its 
kind in the province. 

Taking over as law guardian was C. Haslen who 
saw most of his activities confined to one day. That 
was when Princess Elizabeth and Prince Phillip 
visited the Air Training Centre at Rivers. A convoy of 
motor vehicles passed through Rapid City aided by 
traffic officers on the ground and in the air. Never 
before had so many vehicles passed through Rapid Ci
ty; so many in fact, that a normal 25 minute trip took 
from 2 to 2112 hours between Rapid City and Rivers. 
Those left in town were able to hear the 21 gun salute. 

In keeping with the times and progress, the 
Reporter installed an automatic typesetter called a 
linograph. An innovation such as this was an invitation 
for the curious who crowded into the office to such an 
extent that the installers had hardly any room to work. 
This continued for a number of days until all were 
satisfied as to the machines performance and 
operating capabilities. 

Banking matters were turned over to the hands of 
A. Brown from S. Taylor who had taken over from J. 
Young way back in 1948. 

A new era arrived and an old one ended with the in
stallation of an electric siren. To this point, calls to 
fires and curfew were done by use of a town bell. For 
many the nostalgic sound of the bell was preferred to 
the noisy blasting of a siren. However, progress is 
progress and the bell received a new home, but that is 
a later story. 

New assessment figures were released by the 
municipal assessor in 1951. During the previous year 
the figure had been $230,000.00 but the new figure for 
1951 was $364,000.00. The previous mill rate was 48.5 
but under the new assessed figures were reduced to 



31.2 mills. A local personal property tax, in addition to 
a real estate assessment on business gave way to a 
rental basis. To summarize all that, it meant that 
many would pay less but a few others would pay more. 

With that, Mayor Gardiner was returned for a new 
term with council of E. Branston, H. Robinson, 
Turner, Adams, H. Waldon and N. Birkinshaw. 
1952 

After serving the telephone company and calling 
Rapid City home for almost 40 years, Jack McQuinn, 
member of the old championship lacrosse team 
received notice of transfer. And coming to Rapid City 
to replace J. McMillan as CPR agent was L. Whitwell. 
He came just in time to see the local telephone staff 
receive its 12th annual award for maintaining the best 
kept premises. 

A building, (corner of 2nd and 4th) once serving as 
an implement office and then a warehouse, was 
ordered remodelled to act as headquarters for Town 
Council. Once again a bit of history was removed from 
Rapid City when the town bell and steel tower were 
sold to local blacksmith J. Brown. Previous to the bell 
being purchased, alarm was sounded by using a large 
circular saw mounted on a pole and struck with a bar 
(try it;, it makes quite a sound!). Anyway, Mr. Brown 
had a use for the steel tower but decided to find a 
purchaser for the bell. This he did and members of the 
Greek Orthodox Church in Angusville arrived to 
remove the bell to their church. Nobody had thought to 
warn them of the possibility of the siren sounding just 
overhead. Well, sound it did and you can't imagine a 
more startled group of men! After two hours of labour, 
the bell broke loose from the block and tackle, fell to 
the ground, undamaged. Later the bell, without 
clapper, was found to weigh 2000 pounds (900 Kg)! 

Not much interest was aroused when nomination's 
Day 1952 arrived. In fact, acclamations and ap
pointments returned Gardiner as Mayor with council 
unchanged with the exception of J. Brown taking over 
from H. Waldon. Later in the year, Adams resigned 
with his position taken by R. Westwood. 

Congratulations were in order for C. Hawes who 
started a new restaurant. 
1953 

More fame and honor were Rapid City's to enjoy 
due to the efforts of 4 ladies who won a curling cham
pionship. Gladys Dick, Mabel McKinnon, Muriel 
Wolstenholme, and Sadie Pettapiece met and defeated 
teams from the local level all the way to the provincial 
finals where they defeated a Winnipeg team 10 to 9. 

As the year progressed, Council sold one building, 
removed another by means of a practice fire and 
granted an option on a corner lot for a possible post of
fice. In spite of continued repairing, the bathing 
facilities remained wrecked due to vandalism. Final
ly, council decided to forget a losing venture and let 
the public deal with the vandals. 

Of the many topics discussed around council during 
the year, was the parcel of land on the corner of 
Fourth Street and Fourth Avenue. Disposal of the old 
Presbyterian church building and its demolition 
preceded a request for the lot as a site for a new post 
office. Granting of an option on the property to Post
master Harry Robinson was accompanied by an 
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editorial concerning the considered erection of a 
suitable place to handle H.M. mails, viz; "Rapid City 
probably holds the unenviable distinction of being a 
minus a government building longer than any other 
Manitoba town." 

Three months later a petition of town and district 
residents to have a post office building erected here 
was fore warded to postal authorities, asking con
sideration of the local postmaster's plan to raise a 
structure on a lease or rent basis, although another 
two months passed before construction got under way. 

Seven months from the time he had taken over the 
former church property, Mr. Robinson's not the 
government's new place of business was ready for 
interior fittings, including new mail boxes and 
counter. 

Presbyterian Church was ready for interior decora
tion including mail boxes. 

In keeping with the times and demand, W. 
Birkinshaw added a Cabinet Factory to his lumber 
business. J. Brown moved his blacksmith shop to 
another location, ending a nostalgic link with the past 
when his welding shop replaced the forge. 

And to this point in time, no permanent record had 
been kept of the people buried in the cemetery. No 
register had been kept since 1899 of the burial grounds 
owned in town by J. Burland, T. Houding, A. McKellar 
and W, Budd before the town purchased the grounds in 
1910. Town clerk N. Basler was thereby instructed to 
seek out all information necessary in order to bring all 
records up-to-date. 

The Reporter had announced its plan to 
amalgamate with the Rivers paper with the new title 
to be Gazette-Reporter. Much comment was forth 
coming by citizens who were not too happy to see this 
amalgamation. To them, this paper, a descendent of 
the Rapid City Standard and NorthWest Advocate, the 
Patron's Advocate and the Marquette Reporter, was 
part of the Town's history and should remain as such. 
However, only 6 months passed by before the pUblica
tion of the Reporter was resumed at home. 

After 6 terms as mayor, E. Gardiner announced his 
resignation. Heading a council of Robinson, Turner, 
Brown, Westwood, H. Saul, Frank S. Hyndman, was 
Mayor Rousell, all by acclamation. 

A disappointing lack of interest in the volunteer fire 
brigade prompted Council to call are-organizational 
meeting to deal with the problem. 
1954 

The new year witnessed many changes, many new 
faces and a break with the past with the passing of 
veteran pioneers. Laid to rest were: T. Butchart who 
had served as CPR agent, business man, councillor, 
mayor, school board chairman and active participant 
in a host of other activities, and C. McQuinn arrival of 
1879. 

To honor their committment to those who had 
passed away and to beautify the local cemetery, Rapid 
City and district residents formed a working bee. All 
forms of tools, from trucks to shovels and shears were 
in evidence as the day began. This practice continued 
into the early 1970's and indicates a good reliable com
munity spirit. 

To A. Dick is paid the compliment of having the 



first T.V. tower; a 69 foot (21 m) tall structure that 
was erected on his home. 

And leaving home for Montreal, was the Reg Gar
diner Family who had been connected with Rapid City 
and area for nearly 75 years. Community farewells 
were given to the ex-mayor and his mother (former A. 
Hindson) who left for the east. 

More fame for Rapid City was brought by Walter 
Forsythe who travelled 1600 miles (2560 Km) to 
Calgary and the stampede in June of 1954 on a bet! A 
tractor provided the locomotion while a small 2 
wheeled trailer built at Birkinshaw's factory served as 
a sleeping and relaxing room. A sign proclaiming 
"Rapid City to Calgary and back - or Bust" was ad
vantageously placed for all to see. Realizing the poten
tial of all this, the media picked up his progress 
reports and eleven days after leaving Rapid City, Mr. 
Forsythe entered Calgary where he was given a park
ing space near the main entrance. Fending off women 
and curious onlookers, Mr. Forsythe then proceeded to 
win a prize in the stampede parade. On his return trip, 
Rapid City's traveller was guest of Medicine Hat 
where he participated in another parade. After more 
than a month away from home, Mr. Forsythe finally 
arrived in front of the Queen's where a hero's welcome 
awaited him. It wasn't too long before the conqueror of 
the west was off to collect his bets! 

Again council of Saul, Robinson, Hyndman, Turner, 
G. Underhill and J. Flanigan was headed by Mayor 
Rousell for the new term. 

Alarmed at the quality of buildings being brought 
into town, Council stated that no more buildings could 
be erected without permission. 
1955 

Just shortly after the new year, that grand old 
trooper Walter Forsythe died following a heart attack. 
Also laid to rest were Mrs. E. Kroft, pioneer of 1881, 
and H. Fulcher, designer of the cairn at the cenotaph. 

Changes continued at a rapid pace. W. Schur sold 
the Queen's to J. Lupyrypa just as G. Phillips 
purchased the machine agency from R. Westwood. J. 
Flanigan obtained promotion as creamery manager 
and J. Shand was transferred to Souris. The year 
witnessed the departure of long time residents Mr. and 
Mrs. E. Riesberry to Brandon. To cap off the unrelen
ting march of progress, the CPR cancelled the Miniota 
mixed train to Rapid City. 

Local newspapers publication was resumed just in 
town to comment on the appointment of T. Turner as 
mayor due to transfer of W. Rousell. 

Fire, always a threat but lately dormant, broke out 
one March morning in the Masonic Hall. Volunteers 
rushed to the scene as the flames were breaking 
through the roof in several places. Through good 
management and luck, the blaze was brought under 
control just as a Minnedosa fire unit arrived. Later 
council agreed to pay $47.75 towards the cost of calling 
Minnedosa, with H. Foxowrthy having to make up the 
difference. In addition, council strongly stipulated that 
only the mayor or bona fide member of the fire depart
ment be responsible for calling in outside help. 
Nevertheless, all ended well as the Masons began con
structing a new hall with the old one being purchased 
by Stan Haslen. This building on 3rd Ave. in downtown 
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Rapid City is still in his possession, serving as a 
hardware store and living quarters; he having relin
quished control of his furnace and tin smithing opera
tion to B. Bollman. Quite a story is evident upon ex
amination of the building's history. At the turn of the 
century the Hall had been T. Houlding's tinSrnith shop, 
later a community hall, followed by division into of
fices and a post office. The new Masonic Hall, east of 
the Legion Hall on 3rd, was built on what was once the 
Kelly House. At the time of the writing the Hall had 
been sold and remodelled into a fine home owned by A. 
Wilson. 

Another landmark known as Rouse House, was 
removed with a new home for the Frank Hyndman 
family rising on the site. 

As more ancient dwellings were removed, par
ticularly one made of logs by pioneer lawyer A. Carss 
(where a building owned by Mrs. A. Grist now stands) , 
people began talking of relics and museums. But 
nothing was done till 1973 where a local museum was 
erected in another ancient building vintage 1902. 

Undaunted by an outbreak of influenza, town 
fathers and property owners studied the latest provin
cial equalized assessment figures which in one year 
raised the rax rate from 30.9 to 42.1. However, little 
could be done except complain and community life 
continued. Since finances seemed to be the order of the 
day, council decided to raise the cemetery fees which 
were so low that they would not even pay for snow 
removal in winter. 

Deciding that enough was too much, a party of com
munity minded people descended on the beach area 
one day. After they were finished, there was a safety 
enclosure for children, the bathing houses were 
repaired and the grounds received a mowing and rak
ing. Seeing how they had a good thing going, the same 
group on the same day attacked the weeds and tall 
grass around the Legion and United Church. Of such 
acts, a community is made and lives. 

For 30 years N. F. Basler had served as town clerk 
and also as sec.-treas. with the school district. His long 
service was recognized and achievements noted. 

As 1955 closed, Rousell again was chosen as Mayor 
aided by councillors Saul, Turner, Underhill, R. Wells, 
Flanigan and Lupyrpa. 
1956 

Wintery conditions greeted the residents on the 
dawn of the new year. Continued snowstorms were 
followed by cold outbreaks until the worst blizzard in 
years descended in February. After two days of 
storms, supplies in town were low. Bread was limited 
to one loaf per family while milk was unavailable. 
Finally on the 3rd day, a snowplow broke through, 
closely followed by a bread truck, a mail vehicle and 
two milk trucks. 

If that wasn't enough, two more storms struck in 
the following weeks. The first isolated the town for a 
day before snow plows arrived. The second, lasted for 
a while longer forcing housewives to bake their own 
bread. 

You would think that Rapid City had its share of 
storms, but summer down pours just 10 days apart 
wreacked havoc before subsiding. On a mid June after
noon, a drenching rain filled ditches and culverts and 



water from the surrounding farmlands found its way 
into buildings and basements. Anything moveable like 
woodpiles soon became displaced while gravel from 
streets was moved to places where it wasn't needed. 
Ducks swam all over the area. Rats were shot as they 
scurried from flooded to dry basements. Pumps were 
pressed into service when underground storage places 
were threatened. Soon the water subsided and the 
citizens began a clean-up campaign, finishing just as a 
second flood hit. Practically the same thing happened 
again. Cave-ins were reported. Again a clean-up began 
as citizens lamented about the destruction of years of 
beautification. It was rather ironic that a short time 
before Mayor Rousell on behalf of the town had 
accepted a trophy proclaiming Rapid City as first 
place winner in a beautification program. 

Some noteable anniversaries occurred in 1956. H. 
G. Simpson had 50 years of barbering behind him as 
did Rapid City's first telephone exchange started in 
1906, with H. Clay as agent. And 70 years ago, the first 
train reaches Rapid City from Minnedosa. Others can 
recall the story of Mr. Murphy's walking stick (a 
willow) which he pushed into the ground and stated 
"that it would become a tree." (Royal Bank lot). 

Not an anniversary but a happening was the demoli
tion of what could be the first log cabin in the area; one 
built in 1874 and lived in by the Gibb family. This 
destruction of a pioneer home renewed pleas for a 
museum which could perhaps saved at least one log 
from this Gibb house. Also relics from the woolen 
mills deserved some attempt at preservation. But no 
further action was taken even when a request came 
from a Rapid City resident to have the town history 
written. 

While many old-timers were planning and arrang
ing a Rapid city re-union in the Assiniboine park in 
Winnipeg (upon an invitation of former resident Clark 
Hopper and C. K. Stone), for others planning and pre
sent life had ceased; 96 year old and the regions first 
nuptials Mrs. E. Polson passed away, as did business 
man D. Soldan. 

To safeguard against the costs arising from ac
cidents on town property, Council took out public 
liability insurance, the first time such had been done. 
Another topic discussed in council chambers was the 
increase in auditors fees which were $73.95 in 1947 but 
had increased to $330 in 1956 (as a matter of curiosity, 
in 1977 the fees charged were near $1200). 

Business changes in 1956 had M. Miller purchasing 
the meat market from D. Colley while newcomer Mike 
Titanich took over the barber business and also 
provided the town with pool tables, the first since 
some 20 years ago. Incidentally, bureaucratic red tape 
wouldn't allow Mr. Titanich to operate a barber shop 
in a place other than a village so H. Simpson returned 
to that job until the red tape could be cut! 

1956 brought some demands for local property for 
other than business and also enjoyed a slight popula
tion increase. The first meeting in the new Masonic 
Temple took place just as Rapid City topped all 1956 
amateur performances sponsored by the anti
tuberculosis fund campaign. And would you believe 
that the local telephone staff received its 16th award 
for the best kept premises! 
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Joy came to many who found employment at the 
Trans Canada pipeline built nearly 2.5 miles (4 Km) 
south of town. 

Another first in Rapid City occurred when a diesel 
train arrived on the CNR line: this event nearly 70 
years after the first train arrived in town. 

Connecting Rapid City to Minnedosa was a change 
in the new electoral division in the province. More talk 
of a covered skating rink but attention shifted to the 
Federal elections where Tory N. Manziuk defeated 
CCF M. Batters and Social Credit W. Nevin. 

Only a short time later residents were stunned to 
hear that the local creamery plant was inspected and 
condemned. This story appears elsewhere but ironical
ly the news also came that this condemned creamery 
had won a silver trophy at the Canadian National Ex
hibition! 

With nominations arriving and passing, Mayor 
Rousell headed a council of Saul, Underhill, Lupyrypa, 
H. Hyndman, Wells and L. McCallum. 
1957 

With just one year left before Rapid City's 75th 
birthday, 1957 appeared to be relatively quiet. 

Bank manager A. Wilson relinquished the position 
to D. Crossman and H. Foxworthy received appoint
ment as J.P. 

Laid to rest were: F. Swann former councillor, 
mayor and creamery employee, K. Stuart, Veteran of 
World War 1. J. McQuinn and C. MacGregor both the 
1907-1908 championship lacrosse team, C. Stone 
publisher of the Reporter for almost 5 decades. 

Storms continued to influence Rapid City. A mid
summer thunderstorm with high winds and hail 
reduced crops and gardens to shambles. Roofs were 
damaged and trees uprooted. The last livery barn, now 
60 years old, was damaged to such an extent that coun
cil felt it wise to sell it by tender for $200 to H. 
Archibald. , 

W. Rousell, after serving for many years on council 
and as mayor handed the reins to G. G. Harris who 
then led a council of Underhill, Hyndman, McCallum, 
Wells, Turner and R. Radsma. Hired as constable for 
the year was C. Haslen. 

Town Council proceeded to request the Prairie 
Farm Rehabilitation to rebuild and take over the 
operation of the dam located in town. 
1958 

Rapid City was entering its 75th year of official in
corporation but alas, without any official celebrations 
or fanfare of any sort. Indeed one would think the 
citizens had forgotten this important event. 

In any case, medical services occupied the minds of 
officials and area residents. Rate payers provided a 
modern house for their medical practitioners at a cost 
of between $20,000 and $25,000. 

For the second time in the span of 12 months, voters 
repeated their preference for the Conservative can
didate for the Dominion scene. 

A china tea set reached the news. This service the 
"find" of Mrs. H. E. Hotham portrayed the Rapid City 
mill and was a curling prize won by her father in 1916. 
Various other owners then reached into china 
cabinets, finding other such similar treasures which 
then resulted in a demand for such souvenirs. 



Residents were informed by Mrs. A. Currie (Rapid 
City origin) who now resided in Hollywood, California, 
that such pieces had been purchased in England for A. 
E. Lyne. Other pieces of china depicted scenes of a 
train, views of the Little Saskatchewan River and the 
Methodist Church. This revival of pride in historical 
items was most gratifying to local people who still 
wished for a Museum. 

Mayor Harris again headed council, unchanged ex
cept for B. Christie Sr. who replaced L. McCallum 
when nominations closed. 

Only 25 years to go before Rapid City celebrates its 
100 years! No fanfare, no celebrations were inevidence 
when the year ended. Perhaps all were saving their 
enthusiasm for 1983! 

K. RAPID CITY 1959-1978 

The United Church on January 23 provided enter
tainment consisting of songs, plays and skits and later 
in the year an amateur night, attended by many, was 
won by Muriel and Linda Northcott. In keeping with 
the entertainment theme, the Agricultural Society 
sponsored a neighbor night on April 8 with vocal, 
poetry and instrumental selections delighting a good 
sized crowd. Not of the same variety, but entertaining, 
was a donkey ball team staged in early summer. 
Comments heard around town were that some of the 
donkeys performed better than some players! The 
year also saw the beginning of Dine and Dances as 
sponsored by the Legion. And if none of the above had 
interested you, then perhaps a picture show with ad
mission of 35¢ would be what you desired! Certainly 
mention must be made of Tom the Magician who per
fomed "dazzling" tricks in the Legion Hall early in the 
year. 

Many items were on the monthly agendas of the 
Town Council meetings. Matters ranged from van
dalism at the dam, beach and local vehicles, to opposi
tion to trading stamps, to the unconditional grant of 
$1,302.00 as offered by the province. The council were 
in favour of the proposed No. 24 highway through town 
to meet with No. 27 north of town, but were opposed 
to letting trailer owners purchase land to place their 
mobile homes. According to council, they could follow 
one of three choices: (A) purchase privately owned 
lots, (B) pay a monthly fee as rental, (C) place trailer 
homes on road allowances! The last choice brought 
protests from many people including the Reporter who 
felt no home should be located on a road allowance! On 
the matter of fire calls, Town fathers raised initial 
charges to $25, then $15 per hour, mileage at 25¢ per 
mile and also firemen's wages. All this due to rising 
costs! 

Speaking of fires, one run was made to the home of 
M. Pangman where some ten test caught on fire but 
fortunately little damage was done. Another call to J. 
Dobrosky's place couldn't be answered as a new 
engine was being installed. 

An unpleasant but necessary move saw the mill 
rate move to 53.5 mills from 50.0 the previous year, 
while business tax was set at 15%. A minimum annual 
tax on property on which owners reside was raised to 
$8 from $6. 
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After months of discussion and persuasion, the 
citizens of Rapid City voted 115 to 60 on July 10, 1959 to 
have a municipal doctor with a municipal doctor's 
house to be erected. Council then proceeded to sell 
debentures to meet the cost of the above mentioned. 
Hired was Dr. Bruser who moved with his wife from 
Calgary late in December. 

Even as J. Bailey was taking over as bank manager 
from Crossman, J. Nawosad announced he was 
reopening his shoe repair shop, while C. Samole 
opened his Esso station. 

Hoping to be accepted by the Chicago Cubs, L. 
Lilley left for Mesa, Arizona for a tryout with the 
baseball team. K. Henderson received a medal for 
rescuing a fellow worker who had come into contact 
with hydro lines. Talking about first aid, the Rapid 
City Civil Defense Organization sponsored first aid 
classes taught by Dr. Symour for all interested and ap
parently many were. 

A fixture in Rapid City since 1890, the Baptist 
Church (corner of 3rd and 5th, north side) was sold to 
Joe Chapman who moved the building. The Baptist 
presence had been felt in Rapid City since 1879. 

Both pioneers, S. Hopper who came to Rapid City in 
1883 and 97 year old J. Shanks passed away in 1959. 

Given a rest but not of the permanent kind were 
four men who were jailed after robbing T. Turner's 
drug store. 

After months of work, the United Church was used 
for the first time on December 20, 1959 with services 
by Rev. B. Day. Preceeding that, the removal of the 
old United Church corner stone which was laId on 
September 24, 1903, was performed by Cliff Sample. 
Then J. Bridgeman from Moline, a grandson of the 
lady who laid the stone, opened the metal box which 
contained papers damaged in storage, a photograph of 
Rev. Runions (pastor of that year) coins and other 
momentos. 

Of course, who could forget that early October 
snowstorm of 1959 which dumped nearly 24 inches (60 
cm) of snow, sleet and other forms of moisture. 
Blocked roads, shortages of fuel, late mail were just 
being forgotten and people were hoping for a decent 
fall when a second storm a few days later sealed the 
fate for the year. 

Also sealing the fate for the CCF and Liberal 
Progressive candidates was Walter Weir who won the 
right to represent his constituents in Winnipeg. 

After two years of service, G. G. Harris stepped 
aside for veteran W. Rousell who acquired the position 
as Mayor. Council remained the same except for R. 
Radsma who gave way to K.Henderson. 
1960 

Terrible weather continued into 1960. Icy roads, 
drifting snow and cold persuaded many to remain at 
home to ponder over events occurring in Rapid City. 

On the lighter side of events, the married men 
defeated the single men of Rapid City two out of three 
hockey games, proving once and for all (according to 
one of the single ladies) that married life was better. 
However, not one of the single men agreed with her! 

Here are some financial figures to ponder over. Tax 
notices released by the town revealed the following 
mill sturucture: general school 8.8, special school 8.7, 



special division 5.6, Minnedosa Hospital .4, medical 
care area 1.9, general municipal 25.0, municipal doctor 
2.8, business tax stood at 15% and minimum tax was 
$8. 

Heavy thinking was the order of the day when 
various organizations met in town to discuss communi
ty problems such as school consolidation, the price 
squeeze facing the farmer and numerous other topics. 

After a rotten winter, spring wasn't much better. 
Heavy runoff filled town ditches while ice blocked the 
dam sluices. Men had to pry loose ice blocks which had 
damaged one concrete pier and smashed logs. 

Certainly not having spring filled thoughts of love, a 
group of men from a northerly neighbouring area 
ganged up on a few of the local lads. After having 
broken some windows, they were apprehended by the 
RC.M.P. 

Wednesday evening of April 30, 1960 was the scene 
when a service of dedication was held in the United 
Church for the new building: Rev. B. Day officiated. 

Business changes for 1960 included: C. Simpson 
opened a welding shop in the former Silvers ides Farm 
Service (downtown on 3rd; C. Tong to take over the 
Rapid City Cafe; R Tole became manager of the 
bank; H. Simpson was back at barbering while the 
Queen's was back in the news when T. Dureski 
purchased it from Luprypa who had bought the hotel 
from Wm. Schur in 1955. 

Fire, Rapid City's oldest enemy, damaged a shed at 
Soldan's garage and very nearly destroyed that 
business. Another blaze at the home of C. Christie 
(now owned by R Rogers on 3rd Ave.) caused a great 
amount of damages which later necessitated extensive 
renova Hons. 

As 1960 progressed, the home beautification contest 
sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce was won by 
N. Basler. 

Gaining the respect of many, were the Brownies 
and Guides who raised money by sale of candy and the 
like. 

Losing the respect of everybody were a group of 
young people who destroyed or abused several pieces 
of property all under the guise of Halloween. Not only 
that, the open drinking on the streets enraged many 
who had no use for that sort of foolishness. Council was 
encouraged to instruct the law to enforce the existing 
laws of the Town. 

The Royal mail was in the news. A laughable situa
tion had developed when mail destined for Moline had 

,to travel first to Brandon, then to Portage la Prairie, 
back to Rivers and then to Moline. As one resident 
grumbled, may as well start raising homing pigeons 
because it would be faster! But as 1960 drew to a close, 
a contract was awarded to Jaska Construction of Bran
don, to complete in 4 months a federal building to be 
used as a post office. Cost $19,954.00. 

On the topic of transportation, the Board of 
Transportation rejected an application by the CNR to 
abandon the 50 year old branch from Hallboro to 
Beulah by way of Rapid City. They ruled that the CNR 
had failed to establish the need for such a move and 
the board also mentioned the inconvenience. 

Winning 1960 council and mayor nominations were 
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Mayor Rousell with council of Underhill, Hyndman, R 
Wells, C. Simpson, K. Henderson, and Turner. 
1961 

Council in 1961 was faced with some heavy 
decisions. One of them was the inclusion of Odanah in 
the Medical Care Area. Another decision resulted in 
the building of the RM. Saskatchewan garage upon the 
condition that said building would be free from taxes. 
Then came an increase of the tax levy, up 9.1 to 62.3 
mills. Following that, residents were pleased to learn 
that Council had passed a by-law authorizing the sale 
of land for the building of a new dam. Another good 
move resulted in the hiring of Claydon Construction 
Co. to remove the silt island in the lake and then using 
the silt to fill low spots around town. Another motion 
saw Wednesday closing instead of Monday, just as 
negotiations concluded with the Queen's Hotel to 
provide a ladies restroom for a $10 monthly charge to 
the town. Continuing with their policy of enforcing 
town laws, Constable Couch was armed with tickets 
and any citizen given a ticket could pay a $2 fine at the 
Town Office within 5 days or be issued with a sum
mons. The Baptist property (corner of 3rd and 5th on 
river side) was acquired for recreational use. Then 
council purchased a new FF25 portable gas pumper for 
$363.45 plus the old pump. 

After years of service, Lil's Grill closed with the 
equipment purchased by T. Dureski for use in the 
Hotel. To offer a service in Town, H. Trott opened a 
coffee bar and luncheon late in the year. To cap the 
business changes, M. Miller purchased the store from 
Mrs. M. Sample. 

Sample store staff before closing in Dec. 1961. Left 
to right, Norman Basler, Marge Basler, Mrs. 
Margaret Sample, Ken Waldon, Ted Simpson. 

Tenders were let for a direct Rapid City and Beulah 
mail route with K. Finlay the successful applicant. 
Later in the year Rivers was included in the service. 

A landmark falling to the hands of wreckers in 1961 
was the old CNR water tower which had become ob
solete due to diesel engines. C. Christie removed the 
lumber plus 40 pounds (18 kg) of honey which he found 
in the structure! 



Fire caused much damage in D. Short's home. 
Weather played havoc all year. Firstly 2 storms in 3 

days clogged roads for some time in March. Then a 
dry spell haunted people; so much in fact that the Lit
tle Saskatchewan ceased to flow for the first time in 
Rapid City's history. A cloudburst broke the dry spell 
but created its own sort of damage. 

But through all that the Square Dance club 
operated while the Chamber of Commerce examined 
its own accomplishment for the year. They wrestled 
with such topics as: opposing colored magerine, secur
ing employment for local people at the construction of 
the new post office, opting for a new liquor outlet, im
provement of the beach and the need for a good Christ
mas parade. They failed to stop the cessation of bus 
service to Rapid City via Neepawa although the Swan 
River bus continued to operate. 

Also in 1961, the County Court of Rapid City under 
Judge Lindal, granted citizenship to F. Curtis of Rapid 
City, D. Curtis of Rivers and heard other applications 
as welL 

Congratulations from near and far, poured in to 
"Aunt Emm" - Mrs. E. Cable, whose parents Mr. and 
Mrs. A. Basler settled in the area in 1873, when she 
celebrated her 95th year. 

Heading towards the new year were councillors 
Brown, Sample, McCallum, Miller, Hyndman, and 
Scott with Birkinshaw as Mayor. 
1962 

Facing the new council and mayor was the peren
nial dog problem. Mauling of children, was not exactly 
what the parents appreciated. As well, the school 
board asked council to compel owners to keep dogs off 
the grounds. This year (or any other year) would not 
have seen any dog problems if owners had acted with 
more responsibility and kept their dogs where they 
belonged, at home. Also as a follow-up a motion was 
passed asking all owners of pets to vaccinate against 
rabies. 

The tax rate stood at 62.1 mills while the business 
tax was set at 12%, and trailer rent cost $5. To further 
promote safety in town, Council prohibited the sale of 
fire crackers and fire works. After some discussion, 
the rate for use of the auxiliary fire pump for out of 
town was $25 for the first hour, $5 thereafter, plus 
firemen's wages. 

Business changes were in the news again in 1962. A. 
Dick bought the river corner garage, H. Evans took 
over the hardware from Mrs. Reid, P. Carr was the 
owner of the insurance business from Strarford Frame 
Agency in Rivers, E. Cornish opened the Style Rite 
Beauty Salon in the IOOF block, C. Simpson closed the 
welding shop and left for Esterhazy, Kemps purchased 
the Trott Cafe and renamed it Kemps Konfectionary 
and P. Carr took over the management of the cafe 
from C. Tong. 

Rapid City's first house to be heated solely by elec
tricity belonged to Dr. and Mrs. H. Trotter, S.W. of the 
old school. Swanston's purchased the old post office 
and decided to remodel it for their own use, while the 
John Northam family bought the Free Methodist 
Church and converted it for their home. To cap off the 
purchases and changes, the H. Evans family moved 
into the little school house which had been built by the 
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F. Zimmer family and later used as a primary school 
in 1921. 

A blow was struck for the fairer sex when ladies 
were allowed into the Queen's beverage room to join 
the men already firmly established. 

On the Federal scene, N. Mandziuk won re-election 
while W. Weir P.C. won the right to represent this con
stituency in Winnipeg. 

Residents of the community were saddened by the 
news that 90 year old Mr. Reisberry, former general 
store operator, mayor and J.P. had passed away, as 
had, Mrs. M. Sample, recently a store owner. 

Believing in participaction (called exercise in 1962) 
C. Christie built a tennis court near his home. 

A plane crash near Rapid City sent J. Fulcher to 
hospital just as tenders were called for the creamery 
house. 

Finally 1962 will be remembered by many as the 
year of the major fire loss when on March 10, Soldan's 
garage was reduced to rubble in one hour. The blaze 
started by a spark which ignited gas, burned several 
machines while the local fire department was kept 
busy insuring that the blaze did not spread. 

Remains of Soldans Garage after a fire, 1962. 

Council consisted of Brown, H. Evans, K. Waldon, 
Miller, Hyndman, and Scott with N. Birkinshaw con
tinuing as mayor for the balance of 1962 and 1963. 

1963 
A variety of problems faced council in 1963. After 

being informed of the need, council closed off 24 feet 
(7m) of the north side of 4th avenue at the west end for 
the new proposed Skating Rink. The tax rate had gone 
up 5.3 mills due to increased education costs and now 
stood at 64.7 mills. After viewing the danger involved, 
Council applied to the Water Board for installation of a 
wire mesh to protect people who crossed the dam. Also 
repairs had to be made at the dam to stop leaks and to 
this end, crews were drilling holes for the purpose of 



pouring cement in order to strengthen the structure. A 
meeting was held on Oct. 9 of '63 for discussion of the 
need for sewer and water and from this meeting, a mo
tion was passed to conduct a survey. And finally after 
seeing that council duties were time consuming, the 
Town Council produced a motion indicating a payment 
for meetings attended. 

Business changes came and went. R. Evans decided 
to operate a barber shop while Swanston's Dress Shop 
catered to the needs of women. Dave Pople purchased 
and operated the cafe. 

And this was the year when daylight saving time 
was introduced for all of Manitoba. Now this was fine 
for golfers but one area farmers was heard to grumble 
that he couldn't turn his cows ahead one hour! 

To add to the beauty and recreational aspect of the 
Town, the Chamber of Commerce cleaned up the little 
park (3rd and 5th) set up swings and purchased picnic 
tables. 

The day Rapid City citizens had been looking for 
finally came. After years of dusty roads and weeks of 
inconvenience, the highway and main street in town 
were paved. Young boys found the hard surface ex
cellent for bicycle turns, but dangerous manouvers 
and night bicycling necessitated issuing of warnings 
that bicycles could become impounded! 

Rapid City and area citizens were proud of their ef
forts as work bees raised the rafters and prepared to 
complete work on the new rink. Community spirit was 
in evidence again with funds coming in from all direc
tions. For example, the West End Kids put on a show 
on the J. Northam lawn and raised a substantial 
amount towards the rink fund. 

The railway came into the limelight again. Service 
on the CPR line between Minnedosa and Rapid City 
was discontinued in 1963 and soon all traces of Rapid 
City's first railway were gone. The tracks, culverts, 
poles and snowfences were removed with the farmers 
allowed first chance at the land and materiaL In Rapid 
City, the agent was now K. Marley. 

On the Federal picture, N. Manziuk P.C. was re
elected to Ottawa which had a minority government. 
Locally, a new mayor T. Turner headed a council of 
Waldon, J. Brown, B. Christie, M. Miller, H. Hynd
man, H. Evans with N. Basler beginning his 39th year 
as sec. treas.! 

Oh, and in case you ever wondered, Rapid City's 
height above sea level in 1963 at the corner of 3rd and 
4th right at Miller's store, was (and presumably still is 
unless we are sinking or rising) 1597.7 feet (487 m). On 
that bit of trivia we head into 1964. 
1964 

The Chamber of Commerce, after examining the 
condition of the sidewalks in the business section re
quested council to consider repairing or replacing 
them. Council replied that work on the walks would 
proceed according to availability of tax money. 

As well, following the lead of several business 
places, Council decided to close the office on Monday 
beginning in the current year. Also more on the ques
tion of pay for the councillors. After a motion was 
passed councillors were to receive a princely sum of $4 
per month while the mayor received $5 per month. 

Following a request by the Chamber, Town fathers 
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set aside lots 16-20 block 14 for use as a beach in con
nection with a Centennial project. Also facing the 
citizens was a reduction of 3.6 mills in the special 
school tax; a reduction which was greatly welcomed. 

Realizing the town growth was limited due to the 
availability of water and sewer, the Council of 1964 
made application to the Water Control board to 
declare the Town as part of a water area. Subsequent
ly, surveyors spent time around Rapid City, drilling 
and testing for an adequate supply. As well, applica
tion was made for the building of a sewer line in the 
town. 

Only a limited number of business changes oc
curred. Mr. Sa under opened a tire and repair shop 
(present location of R.M. of Sask. office) while D. 
McFaddin and J. Swanson purchased the hardware 
store from H. Evans and renamed it the Dee-Jay 
Hardware. 

Citizens received good news when gas company of
ficials notified the Town that natural gas would be 
available and followed this announcement with a show 
in the Legion Hall. Also creating a show was the gas 
line blowing up at Pettapiece; effects of which were 
felt to a minor extent at Rapid City. 

Further protection against polio was given to the 
citizens with the introduction of Sabin Oral polio vac
cines administered at a clinic. Apathy resulted in ap
pointment of no less than 3 councillors; Mayor Turner 
headed a team of Hyndman, Brown, B. Christie, K. 
Waldon, C. Christie and Miller. 
1965 

Confusion of sorts resulted when some stores 
reverted back to opening on Mondays and closing on 
Wednesdays while others continued to observe the 
reverse. 

Disappointment faced Council when a survey taken 
had a majority against water installation. Another set 
back occurred when a revamping of county courts 
resulted in the removal of one situated in Rapid City. 
And it can be supposed that no one cheered when the 
tax rate was set at 69.6 mills, up 5.8. 

Following their acceptance of a Centennial project, 
Town fathers passed a by-law setting aside one mill 
from 1965 to 1970 with the money to be used for the 
centennial project. In addition, they donated the con
crete block building vacated by Morley's Shop, to the 
Centennial project. Built in 1945, this structure had 
been used by the Rapid City Trading Company, Silver
sides, Simpsons Welding and finally Morley's. 

To further their chances for attracting business, 
Town Council in 1965 joined the Westman Regional 
Development Corporation at a cost of 40¢ per capita. 
Obtaining the help of the Neepawa Health Unit, Coun
cil was able to placard some houses unfit for habita
tion. Recognizing the need for a modern hospital, 
Rapid City Voters passed a money by-law, by a 67 to 8 
vote, which called for a renovation of the Minnedosa 
Hospital. 

Sad but inevitable due to the times, was the demoli
tion of the creamery at Rapid City. Other business 
news saw T. C. Sample receiving recognition from the 
Esso Company for 50 years service. J. Swanson sold 
his hardware store share to G. McLean while M. 
Pangman purchased Miller's grocery business and his 



partner A. Newitt planned to operate the meat 
market. A change in bank managers brought in K. 
Flett to take over from R. Tole. 

Death claimed Mrs. J. McQuinn who had come to 
Rapid City in 1882. 

Facing Rapid City residents in July of 1965 was one 
of the worst flash floods to hit the town. A storm 
dumped 7 inches (18 cm) of rain that filled ravines and 
culverts and soaked the fields south of town. Seeking 
the shortest route to the river the flood of water filled 
basements, flooded business places and necessitated 
emergency pumping. 

Another Federal election returned N. Mandziuk to 
Ottawa to face a minority Liberal government. Local
ly it was a council of H. Hyndman, J. Brown, C. 
Christie, K. Waldon, W. Rousell and P. Carr was 
headed by Mayor Turner. 
1966 

Happiness abounded when prudent management 
resulted in a hold-the-line budget for the town although 
the school levy did rise by 4.4 mills. To continue with 
their plans for creation of a beach for Centennial, 
Council closed off the road immediately north of the 
bridge, leading westward. As well, repairs to the dam 
were completed in time for water to start filling the 
lake for swimming. A concrete sidewalk running past 
the post office was poured resulting in praise from 
citizens. Perhaps numerous other improvements 
around town so impressed the judges that they 
awarded the Founders Trophy for town beautification 
in Group C. K. Finlay made his last mail run to 
Beulah as plans were placed into force cutting Rapid 
City from a direct link to Moline. Now the mail would 
have to travel to Brandon and then to Rivers. 

Excitement ran high when RCMP officers, tracking 
dogs and a helicopter descended on Rapid City 
searching for escapees from Brandon jail. After 
locating the car which the escapees had abandoned, 
the police found their men south of town. 

August 23, 1966 will be remembered as the first step 
for sewer installation in Rapid City when Council 
passed a by-law to establish a Local Improvement 
Area. 

On the business scene, Murray Pangman took over 
the meat business, J. Hayward operated the cafe for a 
few months while Ron Evans closed the barbershop 
which was then operated by Henry Hales. 

Fire in 1966 destroyed the former S. Head brick 
veneer house (across from the United Church) which 
was one of the earliest in town. A unique feature of the 
building was its three stairways leading to the second 
storey. Another landmark was demolished when 
Birkinshaw removed what was thought to be one of the 
first churches in Rapid City. This Methodist church 
which was built in 1879 was moved from the site where 
the United Church is now, to downtown where it was 
used by Birkinshaw. Speaking of the United Church, a 
mortgage burning ceremony was carried out in 1966. 

Provincially Walter Weir was re-elected as was the 
P.C. government with a majority. 

Reaching her lOath birthday was "Aunt" Emma 
Cable whose parents (Basler) were among the first in 
the area. Also reaching fame, publicity and personal 
satisifaction was E. Symonds whose Roadside Canada 
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delighted many who viewed the miniature railway 
cars and various equipment. 

Death claimed two pioneers: Harry Simpson who 
had barbered for many years and had been involved 
with lacrosse, and A. Lyne who came to Rapid City in 
1900 with a jewellery and stationery business with 
retirement in 1945. 

Council and mayor remained unchanged except for 
Walter ,Scott replacing Brown who retired later in the 
new year. 

Finally, 1966 was the year when a controversial 
topic was on peoples' minds for quite some time. 

It seems that a petition, which was signed by a few 
people, asked the R.M. of Sask. to consider taking over 
the town. No one had approached the Council so they 
were rather shocked. A stream of letters followed, 
some quite indignant that such a request could be 
made by only a few who made it appear that many 
were in favour. 

Opponents to this proposal found few, if any, ad
vantages and loss of autonomy was certainly con
sidered to be a backward step. When asked of the 
benefits that such a move would bring, one of the peti
tion signers answered that taxes would not be any 
higher and might be lower. This was rather an evasive 
answer and received few points for merit. Many peo
ple suggested that such a petition be filed in the cir
cular file! Perhaps this was done because no more was 
heard of the matter once the storm of words subsided! 

1967 
Centennial in Canada in 1967! In Rapid City the tax 

rate stood at 92.0 mills, up 18.0, with the school taking 
12.5 mills of that increase. 

Dr. J. Lee began his term as municipal doctor, 
while F. Hyndman, Sr., completed his 37 years as mail 
carrier with his last runon Oct. 31, 1967. 

Bob Hyndman in Centennial Parade. 



Pat Carr Mayor and Bob Hyndman leading donkey 
in Rapid City Centennial parade. 

The beach officially opened on Sept. 4, 1967 with the 
Rivers Pipe Band in Attendance; Rev. Harris said the 
prayers and T. C. Sample unveiled the Centennial 
plaque. Speeches by town officials and by J. Miller 
from the Centennial Corporation also followed. Unof
ficially, however, the beach had been used for some 
time by area residents especially during the hot 
weather. 

This milestone year also witnessed the formation of 
the Recreation Committee on Sept. 12. Positions filled 
were: Chairman - W. Scott, Secretary Mrs. Lois 
Simpson, Treasurer Ken Waldon, Hockey - Morris 
Stefaniuk, Beach - Mrs. Lois Simpson. 

Perhaps the best news of the Centennial Year was 
the installation of sewer in Rapid City. After meetings 
were held to hear engineers explain the pros and cons 
of such a venture, citizens voted 113-29 on Jan. 27 in 
favour of the project. 

Authorization to borrow $97,000 was given and the 
contract was awarded to Borger Bros. Ltd. of Win
nipeg. Land for a lagoon was purchased from Hugh 
Wright while people were notified that application to 
have sewer installed to their homes had to be in by 
May 17. A Federal loan of $26,000 for 20 years at 5314% 
was obtained and debentures were sold beginning on 
Nov. 23. The first maintenance man hired to check the 
equipment was Frank Hyndman with John Terry tak
ing over shortly thereafter. 

1967 can also be remembered for uniform standard 
time, a provincial sales tax of 5% which began on June 
1, lines of people who visited the Confederation train in 
Brandon, J. Webster's name "Century" was chosen as 
the best name for Symmond's Miniature Confedera
tion train, and K. Sample purchased the first snow 
machine in town. 

To summarize the business changes in town in 1967,. 
we have Mrs. Edna Sturman taking over the cafe from 
Dave Pople, Henry Hales left barbering, Jim Brown 
sold his machinery business and moved to Minnedosa, 

62 

and th~mpsons purchased the corner grocery store 
from Pangman. 

Mayor for the new term was Pat Carr with council 
unchanged except for Rousell who was replaced by 
Ralph Wells. 

And so 1967, Canada's 100th birthday and the 84th 
year of Rapid City's official existence, passed into 
history. 
1968 

Attempting to lure potential buyers, council offered 
lots for sale at give-away prices of $25 to $100. For the 
first time, people receiving tax notices found that tax 
rates were uneven due to sewer utility levies on most 
streets. 

Another first in Rapid City happened when R. Wells 
and Vic Nielson constructed a "ready-built" house on 
the corner lot of 3rd and 5th street and later offered 
the house for sale. 

Can you visualize the shock felt by some, fear by 
others and amusement by most when the bank alarm 
sounded by error and blasted away for 1fz an hour? 

Certainly the news that the Golf Club, inactive 
since 1930, reorganized with President K. Flett, Vice
President D. McFaddin and Sec.-Treas. M. Stefaniuk, 
was welcome news for avid golfers. Work on the 
course was well advanced by then with sand greens 
and a nine-hole challenge. 

Good news, too, was in the works for stock car 
enthusiasts. Spurred on by the Agricultural Society 
who approved the use of the race track for racing, peo
ple interested in such ventures formed a club named 
the Gear Jammers (President D. Wilson, Sec.-Treas. 
C. Hinsburg). Work sessions in the evenings 
throughout the summer months resulted in a track 
ready for its first race on Sept. 8, 1968 with 18 cars and 
900 spectators. Obviously what the people saw pleased 
them, for nearly 1400 people returned in Oct. to 
witness 33 cars burn rubber, churn dust and provide 
thrills for all in attendance. 

New life for a forgotten school building resulted 
when Bill McFadden moved in the Roseneath School 
(last year of operation was 1966 with M. Stefaniuk as 
teacher). After extensive renovation, this former 
school now serves as a fine home on the corner of 3rd 
A venue and 3rd Street. 

Winnivg the Marquette seat for the PC's was C. 
Stewart who faced a Liberal majority in Ottawa. 

Congratulations were in store for Miss Judy Carr 
who won the McGavin Toastmaster Ltd. Centennial es
say contest for all Canada. 

Rapid City honored one of its pioneers when Emma 
Cable passed away in the 102nd year of her life. Born in 
1866, she was 7 years old when her family (Basler) 
settled in the Rapid City area in 1875. 

After many years of service, the Turner drug store 
in the I.O.O.F. block closed its doors and sold its fix
tures. Taking over from the Simpsons, Mr. and Mrs. W. 
McFaddin began operating the corner grocery store. 
Another change occurred when Samples severed their 
connection with Esso. Dr. Lee left Rapid City after 
complaining of non-payment for travel expenses, but 
in a lengthy reply, the Medical Care Board pointed out 
that his $1000 monthly salary (plus house and office) 
was supplemented by some 50% from the Man. 



Medical service. As well, the Board concluded that Dr. 
Lee had always stated that there were no problems un
til his sudden press release. 

Council and Mayor were unchanged except for 
Larry Simpson who took over from Charlie Christie. 
1969 

After 44 years of service as Secretary-Treasurer, 
Norman Basler retired from his position on April 30, 
1969, with Mrs. Roberta Stewart hired to replace him. 

In keeping with the times, Council now closed its of
fice on Saturday and kept it open on Mondays. 
Residents learned that the tax rate had gone down by 
2.6 mills and also learned that hencefQrth Municipal 
governments would collect medical premiums with 
any overdue bills being placed on taxes. Only one ques
tion remained unanswered. What about those who 
refused to pay, had no property, and really didn't care 
who paid on their behalf? 

Happy to report was the sewer committee, who 
stated that 53 sewer hook-ups were connected to date 
and that a minor building boom had resulted with 13 
building permits issued worth $68,315. 

Realizing that the Manitoba Centennial was only a 
few short months away, the town chaired a general 
meeting of many organizations who then formed a 
Centennial Committee with Pet Carr as chairman. 

The Evans family purchased the confectionery 
business from Kemps while Steve Dowhan became the 
new owner of the Queen's Hotel. A trailer service 
opened for a few months on the site of the old Soldan 
garage. As well, the Odd Fellows in 1969 commenced a 
pool hall business in the former Turner drug store. 

Continuing to provide medical service, the Area 
board completed negotiations with Dr. D. Albuquerque 
(from India via England) who then began his practise 
in Rapid City. 

Tom Turner, former druggist and mayor passed 
away in 1969. 

Another landmark was lost when Stan Haslen 
removed the old tinsmith shop (next to G. Phillips) on 
2nd Avenue. 

To E. Cornish belongs the first hole-in-one at the 
VaUeyview Golf Course, while the first man on the 
moon was N. Armstrong U.S.A.! 

A provincial election produced a victory for the 
NDP with 28 seats, while W. Weir retained Minnedosa 
riding. 

Ever see a 40-ton (36 tonnes) semi-trailer truck in 
the lake in Rapid City? Well, if you were in Rapid City 
in the winter of 1969, you would have seen just that due 
to brake failure. 

A rather vicious snow storm arrived on February 
25, 1969, produced 20 inches (50 em) of snow, blocked 
streets, cancelled mail service and kept school buses 
at home, although the school remained open. 

Finally to cap off the old year and to ring in the 
Manitoba Centennial Year, a "light-up and sing" 
celebration was held in the rink. M.C. for the occasion 
was Charlie Christie with Rev. Harris delivering the 
prayers and Mayor Carr and Reeve E. Menzies speak
ing on behalf of their councils. The Figure Skaters 
presented a flag drill which was followed by a hockey 
game between the married ladies and teenage girls 
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(winners). Later fireworks excited young and old 
alike. 

No changes are to be reported in the ranks of coun
cil and mayor for the balance of 1969 and for 1970. 
1970 

Several important pieces of legislation were passed 
by Town fathers in this new year. In order to speed up 
sewer installations to homes, a motion was passed urg
ing all those on the sewer line to make plans to install 
the service and as well, controls were placed on liquid 
waste disposal. 

Later in the year Council sold a lot for $100 to the 
R.M. of Sask. for the purpose of building a new office. 
As well, council deemed it wise to pass a by-law 
authorizing that $6000 be set aside and given to the 
R.M. of Sask. for the installation of washrooms in the 
building! Then if that wasn't enough, $25 was to be the 
Town's contribution towards the monthly operation of 
said washrooms. 

On a much happier and less costly note, the town 
was informed of its winning of the Bentley Shield for 
showing the most improvement and beauty in Group D 
of class 4. 

The Parks Branch was granted permission to erect 
a plaque to honor Mr. F. P. Grove, although such an 
event did not occur until the museum opened in 1973. 

Other topics dealt with by Council: the sale of the 
former McKinnon barber shop building (just north of 
the bank) to K. Finlay, and after examining the pros 
and cons, Council voted against a proposal to create 
larger municipalities. 

Closing her pool hall business, N. Titanich sold the 
pool tables to several people. Speaking of the pool hall, 
readers may be interested to learn that part of it was 
moved to the site (corner of 3rd and 5th Street where 
the Town Office is now) after a fire of 1931 destroyed a 
building housing a barbershop, cafe, and post office. 
Rapid City also had at one time, a barbershop and 4 
pool tables, on the north side of 2nd Avenue, just west 
of G. Phillips. 

Another pioneer was laid to rest: T. C. Sample who 
was part of Rapid City since 1900 with his draying, 
transfer and Esso business. 

J. Hueston took over as Bank Manager from Kei th 
Flett who moved eastward. 

What was the biggest event for some time occurred 
during the week of June 28 to July 5,1970, when Rapid 
City celebrated Manitoba's Centennial! All through 
the previous year the Centennial Committee had been 
busy advertising, sending invitations and planning for 
the once in a lifetime event. The week long program 
consisted of the following events: 

Sun. June 28 - Welcome to all, church, picnic 
supper, races. 

Mon. June 29 - Fish derby, horseshoe tournament, 
Old Time fastball, rinko. 

Tues. June 30 - hikes to ancient cemetery, golf 
tournament, pioneer banquet (guest speaker, Mr. 
Hopper), Bib Gimby (Pied Piper) with school 
children, Tremaine Square Dance Club. 

Wed. July 1 - Pancake breakfast, monster parade, 
fair, street dance. 

Thurs. July 2 - tea and bazaar, Little League Ball, 



Rapid City birthday cake for Manitoba centen
nial 1970. 

An Indian Pow Wow did not materialize due to large 
fee demanded. 

Fri. July 3 - sports at beach, street dance, beard 
growing contest. 

Sat. July 4 - boat rides, mutt show, bingo, fastball 
tournament. 

Sun. July 5 - Legion decoration parade, picnic and 
farewell. 

Also throughout the week, a temporary museum 
was enjoyed by close to 1000 people. A feeling of ex
citement and nostalgia was quite evident as people 
met friends they hadn't met for some time, 

Perhaps it was the holiday spirit but civic nomina
tion day produced a blank. After appointments, Coun
cil of Scott, Robinson, Wells, K. Waldon, L. Simpson 
and M. Stefanuik was headed by Mayor H. Hyndman. 

Bidding farewell to 1970, many people were on hand 
to dedicate a time capsule destined to be opened in 
2070. Norma Christie proposed the toast and then 
handed items to Roberta Stewart who placed them in 
the capsule (later sealed by Norma). Some of the 
items included The Reporter of 1970, coins, the 
Manitoba Proclamation, names of school children and 
teachers, councillors of both municipalities, plus many 
more treasured possessions. And so 1970, the Manitoba 
Centennial came to a close. 

AN OLD PICTURE 
Only a faded picture, twas 
A scene of long ago, 
Bringing back old memories 
Of those we used to know. 
The view, is to the southeast, 
Whose hills are black and bare; 
Houses scattered wide apart, . 
No sheltering trees are there. 
The Windsor in the foreground, 
Long run by Sandy Brown; 
The home of Webb and Norriss 
Both well known in town. 
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The river in the picture, 
Looks both deep and wide; 
Where the Baptist Church now stands 
The old toboggan slide. 
Third Avenue, Gossett Jackson, 
McAlpine, Billy Vaughan, 
McCallum, J. G. Hindson 
Oldtimers long since gone. 
To the right, the old time dam, 
The water, calm and still; 
Reflecting as a mirror there 
McCullochs woollen mill. 
Beyond the mill, John McPhail, 
Where later lived Geo Rouse; 
John Ryans, Gardners, Truscotts on 
The prairie, Lockharts house. 
Near Truscotts, Mr. Peplows 
Head man at the mill; 
Professor McKees Acadamy 
Higher up the hill. 
Fourth Avenue, in the double house 
Mrs. Simpson once held rule; 
Upstairs at Harry Newtons 
She taught a little school. 
The Cavanaugh the carpenter, 
Next one is McKay, 
Sid Smith, Geo Stone and D. McNaught, 
Mac's barn across the way. 
Across the corner Chas McQuinn, 
Close by the old south trail; 
Before Hewars house, the Fair Grounds, 
And in there was our jail. 
Looking east from Ed Cranes house 
Again the space is wide; 
Hoppers bank and Warrens bakeshop 
Standing side by side. 
On the ground, now occupied 
By our town office small, 
Dry goods and the grocery 
Owned by J. M. Hall. 
On fourth street, the tinned house, 
Upstairs a cozy nook; 
The town Clerk had his office when 
A cow ate up his books. 
Across the other corner - a 
Building long and tall, 
Where the school and rink now stand 
Head's stable and corral. 
Fifth avenue almost empty 
Two house I recall, 
In one the Rev. Garrick, 
And home of J. M. Hall. 
Sixth avenue looking eastward, 
In this picture seen; 
Homes of S. L. Head and Flaws 
And shack in Dods ravine. 
Scattered on the prairie, 
In winter no doubt cool; 
Bailey's, Maddens, St. Paul church, 
Stone Manse and public school. 



McGregor's high upon the hill, 
A little closer down 
The home of D. McLaren 
Founder of this town. 

1971 

Thos. Parker 

A proposal to have elections every 3 years where all 
councillors were up for election, was not favourably 
received by council - Realizing the chaotIc situation 
that could develop if by chance, all six councillors 
and the mayor were newcomers. Council declined to 
accept the triannual election proposal and continued 
on the basis of the previous system. Not being satisfied 
with a situation whereby municipalities decide for 
themselves, the government passed legislation placing 
all municipalities on the triannual basis. Rapid City 
protested at the annual rural municipal meeting and 
ironically in 1977, several other councils saw the folly 
of such legislation and asked for a review of the situa
tion. 

Another landmark fell when the C.N.R. station 
house was torn down by D. Merkley while the station 
closed on Aug. 9, 1971. 

Word came of a Legion plan for a Senior Citizen's 
Home in Rapid City, just as assurances were received 
of the granting of a program for the hiring of the un
employed. Such work to consist of repairs to the 
Firehall and replacing of sidewalks. 

After 10 years of service, R. Couch declined to re
main as constable. With no applications forthcoming, 
Council dispensed with the position and notified the 
RCMP of the nee.d for patrols in town. 

Rapid City had Premier Schreyer for a visit on Aug. 
26, 1971, and also were informed of their twinning with 
a town named Sechelt in B.C. on the occasion of their 
100th birthday. 

After a long and glorious history and service to 
Rapid City and area residents, the Reporter ceased 
publication after the issue of Thursday, August 26, 
1971. 

A change in the Rapid City cafe, The Maurice 
Miller family purchased the business from D. Pople, 
renovated the building, called it the Town and Country. 
Dr. Said became the area's new medical doctor taking 
over from Dr. Albuquerque. 

And finally, 1971 was the year when waterworks 
were installed in Rapid City. After a move was in
itiated by the Chamber of Commerce and after ex
amination of other systems, Council steered a com
mittee who proceeded with a plan whereby those in
terested would each pay $300 to have a water line laid 
to the corner of their house. Monthly fees (whether for 
a family of eight or for a single pensioner) would be $2 
with no meters. After drill testing, a go-ahead was 
given on Tues., July 6 to Alex Ross who had contracted 
for the project. This was just the beginning, for in the 
next few years, much will be written about this 
system. 

A slow but gradual change from the old incandes
cent lights to mercury vapour lights propelled the 
town into a better lighting system while at the same 
time keeping the financial load of such a move to a 
reasonable leveL However, one can look at street 
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lights blazing away at 4 in the morning and wonder if 
such waste could somehow be curbed, especially in 
light in rising hydro bills. 

Travelling to Yugoslavia with a group of young men 
was H. Weitman. 
1972 

Problems of various sorts faced Council 
(unchanged from 1971) in the new year. Another 
milestone in the turbulent marriage between the Town 
and the CPR was reached when the station was 
removed under the Provincial Employment Program. 
The railway company accepted the town's offer to 
purchase and work began. 

Proceeding with a plan to have all residences on 
sewer lines connect to the service, Council decided to 
allow septic tanks only in areas not serviced by the 
sewer. Water problems continued. Due to a large de
mand and a small quantity of water, the east well was 
unable to supply an adequate amount. Test holes were 
dug north of the rink and N.E. of the Andy Wright 
property (old Stone Mill office). Offers by citizens to 
have their private wells supply the town were ap
preciated but rather unworkable considering that over 
120,000 gallons (109,200 liters) of water was used in a 
period of nearly one month! No backyard well could 
supply for more than a few hours, if that. 

Application was made for low-rental housing but 
nothing ever materialized of that request. 

H. Moore donated gravel for the streets which were 
muddy due to water installation. This propelled the 
local boys to try their hand at tire squealing, gravel 
throwing and various other stunts. So dangerous did 
the situation become that names were handed to the 
RCMP for investigation. 

A good-neighbour policy was evident when Rapid 
City of Manitoba sent a donation of money to Rapid 
City of South Dakota who had suffered a disastrous 
flood in 1972. Another good policy surfaced when the 
Rolling River School Division No. 39 sold the old 
school, vintage 1902, to the town for use as a museum. 

Difficult to believe but true was the entanglement 
of red tape facing council who wanted to sell land to a 
family but had to subdivide the land. It took over one 
and a half years of letter writing, meetings and 
frustrations before the matter could be solved! 

A Provincial Employment Program was applied 
for in order to build a Town Office and Firehall. Labour 
cost was set at $10,000, new material at $6000 and 
salvage material from the old CPR station also was to 
be used. A committee was placed in charge of plan
ning. 

After facing an increasing work load and time con
suming tasks, Council raised its indemnity to a total of 
$10 a month per councillor while the mayor received 
$12.50! 

Fall of 1972 welcomed Mrs. Norma Christie as 
councillor who replaced K. Waldon while others 
remained in the' positions held before. 

Over $2300 was raised for the Senior Citizens Home 
by participants in a Skido-a-thon, and on that pleasant 
note, attention is now turned to a new year. 
1973 

Work proceeded on the Town Office. Electric heat 
was chosen with the oil furance destined for the 



museum. Finally, on March 29, 1973, the office was 
used for the first time with the official opening slated 
for Sat., April 14. 

After examination of the cost of a new fire engine, 
Council submitted a tender of $5650 for a 1953 GMC 
pumper unit as offered for sale by the Brandon Fire 
Department. Their tender was successful and Betsy 
(the old 1941 fire engine) must have heaved a sigh of 
relief for now a newer unit could offer protection to the 
public. For future purchases, a reserve fund was es
tablished. As well, air packs were purchased for use in 
fires where an independent air supply is needed. Fin
ding that the fire rates were low, council set the 
following fee structure for calls outside the town; $100 
per call, $50 per hour thereafter, and $15 for the por
table pumper. 

Using a Federal Works grant, council proceeded 
with plans to remodel the 1902 former school for a 
library and extension to the museum. Also application 
was made for a Provincial Employment Program and 
after learning of the acceptance of their application, 
Council proceeded to build an addition to the Firehall. 

Realizing that growth in the town was on an upsw
ing, the regular meeting on 26 July, 1973 dealt with es
tablishing some rules for future buildings in town. 
Limits were set on location of service stations and on 
the amount of land that could be purchased by people. 
Home owners were encouraged as well to place house 
numbers on their dwellings. 

A closer examination of the water supply revealed 
a high iron content. To remove the undesirable 
mineral, a purifier was recommended. At a meeting 
with the water users, a motion was passed permitting 
the installation o'I'such a purifier. Each user submitted 
$30 to cover the cost of the purchase. As well, an ad
ditional $1 mon'thly fee was established. Water usage 
remained high and it became necessary to' 'drill 
another well adjacent to the second well. To this point 
of writing, the quantity of water remained sufficient to 
meet the needs of users. 

A laundromat at the corner of 3rd and 5th Street 
was built by R. LaBlanc. 

After years of agitation by residents to have a 
museum in town, such a move did in fact occur. The 

Rapid City Town Office, 1978. 
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full story of the opening appears elsewhere in this 
book. 

Two new members, Ken Waldon and Henry 
Sylvester, replaced Scott and Robinson. Mayor Hynd
man remained in that position for the new term. 

Turning the sod for the Senior Citizens' Home was 
Earl Hotham. 
1974 

Looking ahead to 1983, which is Rapid City's 100th 
year of corporation, Council felt it wise to set aside a 
half mill for Centennial purposes. 

Old Mill Office, 1978. 

Continuing on the recreational theme, town fathers 
passed a by-law establishing a Regional Library, ap
pointed Councillor Stefaniuk and citizens Mrs. Eva 
Rousell and Mrs. Kay Mowbray as their represen
tatives to the first library board. The full story of the 
library appears elsewhere. As well, control of the 
operation of the museum was turned over to a museum 
committee. 

A good demand for lots and a scarcity of same 
produced a motion resulting in an increase of the price 
asked - from $100 to $300. 

Another employment program received by the town 
resulted in a general clean-up of the river bank on the 
Little Sask. River. 

Finding that speculation was perhaps rearing its 
head, council passed a motion stating that henceforth, 
title of lots would be withheld from future buyers until 
evidence of building was proven to the satisfaction of 
Council. In most cases erection of a basement and 
framing constituted ample proof for title to be issued. 

No change in council or mayor for the new term. 
Rapid City received first prize (the Founders 

Trophy) in the annual Good Roads competition. 
Many participants highlighted the Rapid City to 

Brandon bicycle rally to commemorate the univer
sity's 75th anniversary. Rapid City was chosen as the 
starting point for historical reasons since the Prairie 
College operated in Rapid City before moving to Bran
don in 1890. 
1975 

Facing Council was the cemetery question. Plan
ning for the future appeared desirable and with that in 



mind, 4 acres of land (north of present cemetery) were 
purchased from H. Hales and development of the site 
was begun. Cemetery plot costs were increased to $25 
due to increased costs. 

A heavy demand for regular building lots made 
necessary an increase in price from $300 to $500. This 
new growth was most gratifying to area residents es
pecially since other small towns were suffering a 
decline. 

Again a request was made to the government to 
have elections every two years with half the Council up 
for re-election. However, such a logical request seem 
to bear no weight with provincial planners who 
proceeded with implementation of the 3 year plan. 

Other changes worth noting include more equip
ment purchased for the beach, a Christmas house
lighting contest - which was won by Mr. and Mrs. M. 
Cornish, and a renovation of the east basement room 
in the museum by the New Horizons Group. 

Fall of 1975 produced a change in council members: 
M. Stefaniuk, H. Sylvester, 1. Simpson, Bill 
McFadden, Lloyd Shelvey, N. Christie. Mayor was H. 
Hyndman. 
1976 

Growth in Rapid City was indeed gratifying but that 
created problems. Demands were increasing on the 
water service which started out with some 50 hook-ups 

but now was over the hundred. As more homes were 
connected, water pressure was reduced necessitating 
a new line being laid from the well, down 3rd Avenue 
to 6th Street, then switched along 6th to the school cor
ner on 5th Avenue. The Water Services Board was 
asked to examine the water services in town and make 
a proposal regarding a possible improvement in opera
tion. 

Lots on the sewer lines were becoming scarce. As a 
result, application was made to the Water Services 
Board for a capital grant to construct a sewer exten
sion. Word was received that because of a scarcity of 
funds, Rapid City's application was delayed till 1977. 
Since this amounted to a substantial amount of money, 
Council decided to postpone such an extension till the 
new year. 

Another desirable service provided for the 
residents was a garbage pickup, once weekly, serving 
all of Rapid City. The wisdom of this move became 
more apparent when Council was informed of moves 
by the Clean Environment Commission which would 
place Rapid City in a position whereby extensive plan
ning was needed regarding the nuisance grounds. 

A purchase of an older type motor grader from 
Neepawa resulted in more frequent street grading and 
yet kept such costs with in a reasonable level. A 
further purchase of a 1968 %-ton truck for town use and 

President Walter Scott of Royal Canadian Legion at Memorial day service 1976. 
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Memorial day parade crossing Bailley bridge, Rapid City 1976. 

a tractor mower for the cemetery (shares with the 
R.M. of Sask.) was further evidence of growth in 
Rapid City. 

Early in Jan. of 1976, Council attempted to find a 
party to research and write the town history but were 
unsuccessful until a historical group was formed in 
April of 1976. 

An attempt to have a bus service for Rapid City 
failed as the bus companies expressed no desire to es
tablish such a service. Later in the year, attempts to 
establish a Recreational District with Rivers, R.M. of 
Daly, Rapid City, and the R.M. of Sask. were 
successful. 

Snowmachines all over town at late hours and dog 
owners who let their pets roam at will produced 
headaches for citizens and Council alike but no solu
tion could be found, except a plea for more respon
sibility. 

Finally, after years of muddy shoulders on the main 
streets of town, citizens found pavement from 
sidewalk to sidewalk. 

The famous bridge episode was another problem 
facing the Council and area residents. Heavy ice con
ditions in the spring of 1976 rendered the bridge over 
the Little Saskatchewan River unsafe, according to 
engineers. They then proceeded to install a bailey 
bridge which served the purpose for some time. 
Discovery that the government had no intention of 
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Memorial day service at, cenotaph 1976. 

rebuilding the bridge resulted in a flurry of protests 
and activity. Finally, money was found in time to in
stall the piers during the winter of 1977 with the 
remainder of the work slated for the summer of 1977. 

No changes in council in the fall of 1976 with H. 
Hyndman continuing as mayor. 
1977 

Difficulty in purchasing Crown land for town use 
made many people feel that someone in government 



was hired for the sole purpose of cutting red tape and 
tieing same around all dealings. Application was made 
in Feb. of 1976 and after experiencing delay after delay 
title was finally obtained in the summer of 1977! 

Prices of lots increased to $700,' Charlie Christie 
was appointed as building inspector,'J:l maintenance 
man was hired to do work previously done for free by 
councillors, banking hours were reduced on Fridays 
(resulting in all sorts of comments by citizens), a 
proposal was sent to the R.M. of Sask. re a fire protec
tion plan for their citizens and Art Simpson was ap
pointed to complete H. Sylvester's term (who moved 
to Minnedosa). 

Last in the province to receive dial telephones, 
Rapid City was the scene of press coverage, T.V. peo
ple, speeches, a barbeque and dance. The full story of 
this event will be covered in the telephone section of 
this book. 

Good news was received in the fall of 1977 - a 
Canada Works Project was granted to Rapid City for 
removal of the old Dee-Jay Hardware. This building 
was part of the Urpeth block but had fallen into disuse 
and presented possible dangers to the cafe next door. 
From the salvage of material, Council planned to build 
a better shelter over the town well and perhaps make a 
start on a municipal shed. 

After many years of service, the municipalities of 
Rapid City, Saskatchewan and Elton formally dis
banded the Rapid City and District Health Care area. 
The property, house and garage were sold to Dr. Said 
who planned to continue the medical business. Money 
from the sale was proportionally distributed to the 
municipalities concerned. 

News arrived officially of an order by the Clean En
vironment Branch to proceed with the clean-up and 
change in the operation of the nuisance grounds. Thus 
plans were instigated to meet the requirements of the 
Board and yet stay in line with reasonable cost keeping 
in mind the extent of the tax basis. 

Some residents availed themselves of the oppor
tunity to witness a Municipal Board in action which 
met to hear the pros and cons of the sewer extension. 
Later the same board granted permission for the Town 
to proceed with sewer extension to cover 3 blocks. 

And after almost 2 years since the bridge was 
declared unsafe, the official opening of the new bridge 
took place on Dec. 16, 1977. The ribbon, held by Mayor 
Hyndman and Deputy-Reeve George McLean, was cut 
by David Blake, M.L.A. 

Elections (for a 3 year term) produced eight can
didates for 6 councillor seats. Elected were Art Simp
son, M. Stefaniuk, B. McFadden, L. Shelvey, Ron 
Rioux and Chris Wells. Mayor Hyndman retain~d his 
seat by acclamation. 

Further to the story of the Urpeth Block: Built in 
1900 by Teddy Stout, the block took some time to com
plete. In 1916, the top two storeys were removed due to 
the poor condition of the foundation. A cyclone in 1920 
removed the roof which was replaced that same year. 
Finally in 1978, one-third of the block was removed 
because of the dangerous condition of that section. 
1978 

One of the first problems facing council in 1978 was 
the very strong recommendation by the Health inspec-
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tor to install a chlorinator on the Town's water supply 
in spite of the fact that water reports were consistent
ly acceptable at zero. Council agreed to install a 
chlorinator but also to investigate further the need for 
such an addition. It was becoming apparent that the 
maintenance of the water supply was becoming ex
ceedingly complicated and that the system originally 
serving nearly 60 was now overtaxed with 120 users. 

Sponsored by the United Church ladies, a get
acquainted afternoon in the Legion Hall on Feb. 5, 
1978, saw newcomers welcomed to the community. 
Chairman Keith Finlay introduced those who per
formed for the audience: Singing by Kim Wright, 
Pamela Hyndman, Doug Graves and Linda Rioux with 
May Hales on the piano, recitation by Ivy Cornish and 
piano solo by Kathy Stefaniuk. Greetings were brought 
by Mayor Hyndman and Chamber of Commerce presi
dent, Steve Wilson. 

Joy prevailed in Rapid City and area and gloom in a 
neighbouring town when official word was received 
that henceforth the Little Saskatchewan River will be 
called as such and not by any other name. 
Historically, the river was called "Rapid River by the 
younger Henry on 14 July 1806 and on Arrowsmith's 
map 1821; Rapid or Little Saskatchewan on Hind Ex
pedition map 1859 and on the PaUser Expedition map 
1865." With that sort of history behind the name, it is 
only logical conclusion to call it The Little Saskatche
wan. 

This then is the abbreviated story of the history of 
the Town of Rapid City. It is the hope of the writer that 
most of the important and interesting events were in
cluded and researched to the best of the ability of the 
Historical group. To someone else lies the task of plac
ing on paper, the history for the remainder of 1978 and 
from then on to 1983 and beyond. The future appears 
bright for Rapid City! 

TOWN OF RAPID CITY - Population growth 
1871 ............................................................ N.A. 
1876 ........................................................... 450 * 
1881 .......................................................... 1200 * 
1886 ........................................................... 700 '" 
1891 .............................................................. 543 
1896 ............................................................ N.A. 
1901 .............................................................. 529 
1906 .............................................................. 738 
1911 .............................................................. 580 
1916 .............................................................. 658 
1921 .............................................................. 571 
1926 .............................................................. 513 
1931 .............................................................. 493 
1936 .............................................................. 447 
1941 .............................................................. 452 
1946 ............................................................ N.A. 
1951 .............................................................. 391 
1956 .............................................................. 434 
1961 .............................................................. 467 
1966 .............................................................. 449 
1971 .............................................................. 374 
1976 .............................................................. 412 

N.A. - not available 
* - estimated (from pioneer letters and records) 



nsinesses, Professions 
and Organizations 
DOCTORS 
DR.D. B. ALBUQUERQUE 

The Rapid City district was served by Dr. D. B. 
Albuquerque from August 1969 to July, 1971. Dr. Albu
querque graduated as a General Practitioner Surgeon 
from the Medical College, Madras, India. From there 
he went to London, England, where he obtained his 
F.R.C.S. (Fellowship of the Royal College of 
Surgeons). Since coming to Canada, he has earned his 
Canadian Fellowship of Surgeons and also his 
American Fellowship of Surgeons. Rapid City was ex
tremely fortunate to have a doctor of this calibre, even 
for a few years. After leaving Rapid City, Dr. Albu
querque and family moved to Brandon. (Taken from 
Tully McKenzie's Book "It's Time to Remember"). 

DR. W. W. BRIDE 
Dr. W. W. Bride commenced business here in 1899 

and succeeded in building up a good practice. Dr. 
Bride was a graduate of Manitoba Medical College and 
did post graduate work at Chicago Medical College. 
(Taken from Tully McKenzie's book "It's Time to 
Remember" - Taken from Rapid City Illustrated 
Souvenir Booklet.) 

DR. H. H. BRUSER 
Dr. and Mrs. Bruser, with their son Michael, came 

to Rapid City from Winnipeg in 1940. They lived in the 
two storey brick. house which Pat Carr later 
renovated, and is now occupied by Mr. and Mrs. 
Harvey McKay. Dr. Bruser was a very special doctor 
and was respected by all. He was kind, neat and trim, 
not known to mince words but always coming straight 
to the point. He could be depended upon to come when 
called whether it be in the town or country. Many a 
cold trip he made by team and sleigh. 

Dr. Bruser was a graduate of the University of 
Manitoba. During the latter part of the first world 
war, he served as Captain in the C.A.M.C. He served 
as an intern in Vancouver and Hamilton hospitals. He 
took his post graduate at Boston and studied at 
Vienna and other European centres. 

Mrs. Bruser was a woman of many talents. She 
received a degree in piano and voice from the 
Hamilton University. She taught many pupils music 
while in Rapid City. She was also very artistic and 
belonged to an art class in Brandon. She was a former 
member of Deborah Rebekah Lodge and an active 
member of the Jewish Women's Organization in Bran
don. 

71 

In 1958 Dr. Bruser left to practice in Calgary. The 
community gathered as a huge crowd at the legion hall 
to express their appreciation of his work and care 
through the many years. Gold watches were presented 
to them and regrets were expressed by represen
tatives from all the organizations in town at their 
departure. 

Doctors were hard to find and the district was 
served by doctors from Minnedosa for a couple of 
years. A new residence was built on 3rd. Avenue in
cluding a proper medical office. Dr. Bruser didn't find 
satisfaction in his work in Calgary and offered to 
return to Rapid City. This offer was gladly accepted. 
He practised here again until 1967 . At this time he took 
his retirement and they went to live at Calgary to be 
near their son and family. They owned property in 
Calgary and named their apartment block "Sherri 
Dan" after their two grand daughters, Sherri and 
Dana. 

Michael took his schooling at Rapid City. Following 
his marriage, he lived in Calgary, being involved in the 
furniture business. He and his family now live at Van
couver where he owns a chain of restaurants. Dr. and 
Mrs. Bruser also moved to Vancouver and got a great 
deal of comfort and enjoyment from their grand
children. Dr. Bruser passed away in December, 1977 in 
the Shaughnessy Veterans Hospital. 

DR.R.P.CROOKSHANK 
Father was born in Saint John, New Brunswick, on 

December 24, 1851. He attended boarding school at 
Horton Academy in Wolfville, Nova Scotia (It was the 
grandfather of the present Acadia University, from 
which my son graduated this year.) Following gradua
tion Father went to Columbia University, New York, 
where he graduated in medicine in 1878. He then went 
to Guy's Hospital in London, England, for a year or 
two and returned to Saint John where he served as 
Assistant Superintendent at the Mental Hospital in 
Lancaster (a suburb of Saint John). He moved from 
there to the Saint John General Hospital as Superinten
dent. It was here that he met my mother who was a 
nurse at the hospital, and they were married in 1885 
and moved to Manitoba. The Red River carts were 
still being used in Winnipeg when they arrived. My 
parents went to Pilot Mound but just stayed there 
three or four months before moving to Rapid City 
where Father practised until his retirement. At that 
time there were few roads and Dad travelled around 



the territory on horseback, carrying his drugs in 
saddle-bags, as drug stores were few and far between. 
I believe the closest drug store west of Rapid City was 
in Miniota, a distance of over forty miles. My brother 
George was born in 1896, my sister Menotah in 1906, 
and I arrived in 1909. As time went on and roads im
proved Father got one team of drivers and later a se
cond team of drivers. Although he later owned a car he 
did little driving himself and usually used the good ser
vices of Underhill's Taxi to get around. When George 
returned from overseas in 1919, my parents opened a 
drug store which they ran for several years. 

Father's main hobby was shooting he had his own 
traps loaded his own shells and each fall looked eager
ly to the prairie chicken and duck season. For several 
years he wrote a column for the Winnipeg papers on 
shooting. 

In later years he became extremely interested in 
the possibility of locating oil in western Manitoba -
not with the object of making a lot of money for him
self but with a sincere desire to make a contribution 
for the betterment of the people in Manitoba. At his 
own expense he travelled by taxi from Portage la 
Prairie to the Saskatchewan border, north as far as he 
could go and south to the United States border arrang
ing leases for drilling, in many cases having to pay for 
them, with the profits being shared with those on 
whose property they might find oil. In 1927 he hired a 
geologist from the University of Manitoba and drove 
him all over the territory. When he confirmed the fact 
that there was oil to be found, Father contacted an oil 
man from Texas, brought him with his geologist to 
Manitoba in the Spring of 1929. They covered the whole 
territory and the men were so convinced there was oil 
they agreed to bring their equipment and start drilling 
the following spring. We all know what happened in the 
fall of 1929 and Father's dreams were crushed. 
However, he was determined to do something for his 
Province and the next year he formed a company, put 
all of his money in it and started to drill in Rapid City. 
After two or three "dry" wells they ran out of money 
and ceased operations. It is interesting to note that 
there are quite a number of producing wells in western 
Manitoba today, on land which Father had leased at 
one time, and I hope that the people in the area are 
benefitting from them - Dad would have been mighti
ly pleased. For his sake I'm sorry that he did'nt live to 
see it, as he had great confidence in the project - he 
gave not only his time but all his money for it. When he 
was too old to carryon his practice we moved to Bran
don in 1925 or 1926, and he passed away in 1932. Both 
Dr. and Mrs. Crookshank are buried in the Brandon 
City Cemetery, just east of the Cross of Sacrifice. 

Father was always quite active in the Masonic 
Lodge and wrote the history of the Corinthian Lodge of 
Rapid City and presented it to them on their 50th. an
niversary. He was also active in the Scottish Rite and 
Knights of Pythias. 

I don't know if you have ever read the story 
"Saddle back Surgeon". It is the biography of a Dr. 
O'Brien, written by the editor of the Regina Leader
Post. It's a small paperback book and is most in
teresting, as his career almost paralleled Father's, 
although Dr. O'Brien was a surgeon .. He practiced in 
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Manitoba for most of his life, at one time in Binscarth 
or Shoal Lake I believe, but wound up his years in 
Saskatchewan. It's a book I would highly recommend 
as it tells of some of the trials of the pioneer doctors in 
the West. I believe Father was either the 38th. or 58th. 
doctor in Manitoba. 

My father was a very learned man - he could read 
Latin and Greek as well as French and he had a 
wonderful command of the Kings English. I have 
always regretted that he didn't write his own 
biography. It's too bad that tape recorders were un
known in his time as he certainly had a most in
teresting story to tell. 

It's rather interesting to note that our family has 
stuck to medicine and it must be through Father's in
fluence. He married a nurse; George married a nurse; 
my sister was a nurse; I married a nurse; our eldest 
daughter married a doctor; and our other daughter 
was a nurse - still is although she is married. If it 
had'nt been for Dad's investment going sour in the oil 
business I would have been a doctor myself. However 
after five years in the Imperial Bank and forty-three 
years with the Imperial Life I'm going on pension this 
month - although I'm still going to keep selling. Un
fortunately my wife passed away two years ago and 
I'm still trying to get adjusted to living alone after 
thirty wonderful years. I do hope to do some travelling 
and God willing I'll be taking a trip out West sometime 
next year. If I do I'll certainly look you up. 

Perc. Crookshank 
(Taken from Tully McKenzie's book "It's Time To 

Remember") 

DR. I. K. GILHULY 
Dr. I. K. Gilhuly was born at Selkirk in 1898. He 

received his professional training at the University of 
Manitoba and Manitoba Medical College. He 
graduated in 1925. After practicing in Roblin, Man., he 

Doctor Gilhuly. 



came to Rapid City in 1930. He was the first doctor 
hired under the municipal system and worked hard at 
making the plan successful. 

Dr. Gilhuly enlisted in the 196th. Battalion in 1916. 
He rose to the rank of Major. In the second World War 
he left Rapid City to serve as Officer Commanding of a 
Manitoba Field Ambulance Unit. He was forced to 
resign in 1942, due to ill health, just as the unit went 
overseas. He returned to Rapid City and continued his 
medical practice. He can well be remembered for the 
sound of his home-made snowmobile. Mr. C. Soldan 
helped him invent this wonderful machine, operated 
with airplane propellers. He was a very efficient doc
tor and even while sick in bed carried on the business 
of helping others. 

Dr. Gilhuly was a great sports enthusiast, especial
ly fishing and hockey. He was a member of the 
Masonic Lodge. He married Ada Knight and they 
raised a family of three, Dick, Ian and Sally. Ian was 
killed while training in the Royal Canadian Air Force 
in Ontario. Ada Gilhuly passed away in 1952. Dr. Gilhu
ly married Ruth Buck and they resided in Minnedosa. 
He passed away at the home of his brother, George, in 
Selkirk in 1957 and is buried in the Minnedosa 
cemetery. 

DOCTOR JOHN LEE 
Dr. Lee came to Rapid City in 1967. He came from 

Ireland where he had been practicing. He was married 
but his wife and daughter remained in Ireland. He was 
here for two years but made many friends with his 
kind, quiet manner. His sister-in-law, Mrs. Marie 
Finlay, came from England with her two children, 
Sonia and David, to keep house for him. Sonia started 
school here and David was in kindergarten. Dr. Lee 
went out West and Mrs. Finlay returned to England. 

DR. DAVIS MCNAUGHT, V.S. 
In 1844 Dr. David McNaught, a native of Dum

frieshire, Scotland, came to Canada at the age of four, 
with his parents, in a month-long trip on a sailing ship. 

David was apprenticed to a blacksmith, and after 
learning his trade he was in business for himself, The 
Seaforth Carriage Works. He married Rebecca Ross, 
daughter of "Ross the Weaver", in 1864 at Fergus, On
tario. They had four sons and three daughters. Taking 
his family and worldly goods, he moved by ox-cart to 
Rapid City, Manitoba, in 1881. Here he bought a farm 
and raIsed purebred livestock, ran a livery stable and 
managed one of the most successful stagecoach lines 
in the country. For six years he and his sons made the 
daily trip to Brandon (22 miles) and were late only 
four times. 

While shoeing a horse, he was crushed against the 
wall and was advised to give up the blacksmith 
business. Recognizing the need for a veterinarian, he 
left his family in Manitoba and attended veterinary 
college in Toronto, graduating as a veterinary sur
geon. He served a wide territory - Binscarth being in
cluded. He was a practicing veterinarian when an out
break of glanders struck horses in Manitoba. It went 
against his horse-lover's heart to order so many to be 
shot as the disease is incurable and communicable. 
About 1900 he retired from his profession (He was 
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succeeded by Dr. J.M. Young.) and went into the 
lumber business. 

Dr. David McNaught was elected to the Manitoba 
Legislature as Liberal member representing the con
stituency of Marquette. He was also active in civic af
fairs in Rapid City. He was a staunch church member 
and superintendent of St. Paul's Presbyterian Church 
for forty years. 

He kept and drove a good horse and buggy until he 
bought, and learned to drive, a car in his eighties. 

He died, regretted, in 1922. 
Taken from Tully McKenzie'S book "It's Time to 

Remember". (Contributed by Kathleen (nee 
McNaught) Thordarson, a granddaughter.) 

DR. J. T. MULVEY 
The following information about Dr. Mulvey is 

taken from "The Story of Manitoba", Volume III, 
written by F. H. Schofield B.C. Publisher S. J. 
Clark 1913. 

Dr. James T. Mulvey came to this province from 
Wellington County, Ontario, in 1892. He obtained his 
medical degree from the University of Manitoba in 
1899 and set up his first practise at Minto, Manitoba. 
Six years later, in 1905, he came to Rapid City where 
he continued to serve the district until 1928. His in
creasingly large clientele was proof of his skill and 
ability in his chosen profession. Dr. Mulvey filled 
many offices in the town organizations, such as 
Independent Order of Oddfellows, Knights of Pythias 
and the local Church of England board. He was vitally 
interested in sports, particularly lacrosse. Dr. Mulvey 
mprried Gertrude Burland, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. R. Burland, of Rapid City. He enlisted and served 
overseas as a medical officer, 1914-18. The Rapid City 
Reporter wrote up the tumultuous welcome that the 
people of the district gave him upon his return. After 
his return Dr. Mulvey set up his office in the Burland 
residence where he served the public faithfully until 
his death in 1928. Dr. and Mrs. Mulvey are interred in 
Rapid City Cemetery. 

(Taken from Tully McKenzie's book "It's Time to 
Remember" ) 

DR. STUART ROSE 
Dr. Stuart Rose practised in Rapid City during the 

First World War Years. He was the son of Francis 
Rose, one of Minnedosa's earliest settlers (Township 
14, Range 17) and the first councillor of the Municipali
ty of Ivanhoe. Dr. Stuart Rose was born in 1885 and 
after obtaining his medical degree in Winnipeg, prac
tised at Arden, Manitoba, before coming to Rapid City. 
Dr. Rose left Rapid City and practised for a time at 
Yorkton and from there he move to Lethbridge, Alber
ta, where he passed away after years of service. 

(Taken from Tully McKenzie'S Book "It's Time to 
Remember" ) 

DR. ROSS 
Dr. Ross followed Dr. Rose but served the district 

for only a year or so. He later moved to the United 
States and word was received of his early death. 

(Taken from Tully McKenzie's book "It's Time to 
Remember" ) 



DR. M. S. SAID 
Dr. Said was born in 1927 in Karachi, Pakistan. He 

received his medical training in Pakistan and the U.K. 
He came to Canada in 1971 and married Margaret 
Murphy in 1972. Margaret was born in 1939 in Edin
burgh, Scotland. They have two children; Abdul, born 
1973 and Feroza, born 1975. Dr. Said is the present Doc
tor in the district. 

DR. J. M. YOUNG, V.S. 
Dr. J. M. Young of Arnprior, Ontario, attended 

Toronto veterinary college and came to Rapid City in 
1898, immediately following graduation. He and his 
wife, Jeanette (Nettie) Lockhart, had two children, 
Agnes (Mrs. Allan Douglas) and Jack. Dr. Young prac-

Dr. J. M. Young. 

ticed in the Rapid City, Newdale, Wheatland area for 
nearly fifty years. In addition to his practice, Dr. 
Young was a farmer and auctioneer. Dr. Young was a 
member of the Presbyterian Church, served as mayor 
of Rapid City, as a school trustee and was an avid 
sportsman. 

Dr. Young died in Brandon, April 16, 1949 and was 
interred in the Rapid City Cemetery. 
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INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS -
compiled by Neslon Basler 

Rapid City LO.O.F. Lodge received its charter in 
1889 - one of the first chartered lodges in the Cana
dian West. 

The Masons and Oddfellows shared lodge rooms un
til 1906 the Oddfellows decided to build a Lodge room 
and hall. A two storey brick building was erected in 
1908. Lodge rooms were incorporated on the ground 
floor, also two business premises. The upper storey 
provided a modern concert hall, complete with stage 
and dressing rooms. 

In 1911 forty candidates were initiated into the 
Lodge. 

The upper storey was condemned in 1947 and 
removed at that time. 

The west portion was rented as a drug store until 
the late 1960's when the drug store closed. Since that 
time it has been converted into a poolhall. 

The eastern portion was occupied as a butcher shop 
for quite a number of years and since that time has had 
various tenants. 

The late Bro. John Miller a member of Rapid City 
Lodge attained the office of Grandmaster of the Grand 
Lodge of Manitoba and while in office he attended 
the Sovereign Grand Lodge session in San Francisco. 
Bro. Doug Blake of Rapid City Lodge was Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of Manitoba 1976-77. 

The Oddfellows and the Rebekah Lodges are the 
only Lodges in Rapid City at the present time. They 
both enjoy a large active membership, engaging in 
community affairs as well as the work of the Lodge. 

THE ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION BRANCH NO. 49 
The first organization in Rapid City pertaining to 

veterans was the Rapid City Returned Soldiers 
Associa tion. This organization was formed 7 
November, 1916, the first officers were; C. M. Beattie, 
T. G. Butchart, John Whyte, J. G. Millar, R. Hotham, 
C. Stone, Mrs. C. Stone, Mrs. Biggs, Mrs. Carrick and 
Mrs. Bracewell. This organization was formed to 
welcome returning veterans and those passing through 
town. In the fall of 1919, a sum of $1052. was raised to 
purchase gold engraved rings. These rings were 
engraved with, "From Rapid City and District for 
Overseas Service." On 28 October, 1919, a banquet was 
held and over one hundred of these rings were 
presented to the veterans and the next of kin. This 
completed the task of the organization. 

Several attempts were made to organize the 
veterans in the district. Parades were held to com
memorate the Armistice on November eleventh and 
also church parades. On the 13 November, 1920 a 
memorial church parade was held and after the 
parade a meeting was held in the Masonic hall. Out of 
this meeting the Rapid City Returned Soldiers 
Association was reformed. The officers elected at that 
meeting were; President Capt. A. Gilbertson, Vice 
President E. A. Turnbull, Secretary Treasurer H. E. 
Hotham. The Executive were E. Hamnett, H. G. Simp
son and J. Watson. This organization carried on 
successfully until 1926, when a meeting of veteran 
organizations across Canada was held in Winnipeg and 



HONOR ROLL 

1914-1918 
Barstowe, B. 
BoHman, H. H. 
Campbell, A. D. 
Chapman, J. H. 
Chapman, \V. M. 
Chisholm, A. 
Cuthbertson} G. 
Forgie, J. R. 
Gardner, J. 
Greig, J. R. 
Hardy, J. 
Hill, V. 
Horner, D. 
Leddicoat, W. H. 
Mears, F. 
Millar, A. F. 
Muir, J. T. 
IVlcArthllr, J. A. 
McDonald, R. 

McGregor, D. A. 
McGregor, P. R. 
McLean, L. J. 
Nixon, E. 
Ramsay, W. 
Ross, G. H. 
Scott, A. V. 
Simpson. J. E. 
Simpson, V. J. 
Stone, R. M. 
Thompson, F. 
Tingley, F. 
Tllrriff, J. G. 
Tuttle, R. G. 
Tuttle, \V. 
Underhill, R. J. 
Van Brunt, H. 
White, W. 
Winstanley, W. 

1939-1945 
Anderson, A. J. 
Argo, "V. 
Birkinshaw, L. W. 
Christie, R. J. 
East, R. C. 
Fuller, A. R. 
Harvey, A. B. 
Hyndman, O. F. 
Kite, G. R. G. 
Lyne, V. A. 
McKay, D. 

McLean, H. W. 
McTavish, D. 
lVIenzoski, M. 
Milton, G. 
Peters, R. P. 
Riesberry, D. L. 
Rogers, F. 
Stratford, G. R. 
Underhill, G. H. L. 
Wilson, R. J. 
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Presentation of Life Membership in the Royal 
Canadian Legion to H. E. Hotham and Harry Simp
soni left to right George McLean, Mrs. Earl Hotham, 
Earl Hotham, Harry Simpson, Mrs. Simpson. Irvine 
Christie. 

the Canadian Legion and British Empire Service 
League was formed. 

Rapid City branch No. 49 was formed on 5th 
November, 1926, when a group of veterans from 
Branch No.3 in Brandon came out to assist in forming 
the Branch. The officers elected at the first meeting 
were; President Dr. J. T. Mulvey; Vice President J. 
A. Sample, 2nd Vice H. G. Simpson, Secretary 
Treasurer H. E. Hotham. On the 9 November Dr. 
Mulvey died of a heart attack, so the first president of 
the branch never held office. The Vice President J. A. 
Sample then became President for the first year. 
Some of the members joining the first night were, Bill 
Swann, Jack Adams, Tom Hardy, Geo. Richardson, 
Jack Reith, Hugh McClung. 

Head table Branch No. 49 Awards night dinner 
1977. Left to right, Zone Commander L. G. Miller, Mrs. 
Miller, A. A. Eckberg, Mrs. Eckberg, President 
Ladies Auxiliary, Mrs. Hutchison, President W. A. 
Scott, Mrs. Scott, Mrs. Jones, Deputy District Com
mander Jack Jones. 



The erection of a monument did not come up until 
1928, due to the presentation of rings in 1919. A meeting 
of the town and district was called on the 15 March, 
1928, to discuss the building of a monument. A com
mittee was formed with E. E. Riesberry as President, 
F. W. Swann as secretary and H. R. McClung as 
treasurer. The finance committee was divided into dis
tricts with two members from each district and three 
from the town. A site committee was formed con
sisting of, T. J. Butchard, T. C. Sample, J. Reith, W. 
Bollman, and H. E. Hotham. Three sites were 
suggested, where the Legion hall now stands, the in
tersection between the bank and town office and the 
blind street running north from Gib Phillip's. The 
Legion preferred a site north of the river at the edge of 
the park. After determining that the ground would be 
suitable for the weight of the monument, it was 
decided to erect the monument on this site. On 14 
September, 1928 tenders were called for, with work to 
be completed by 15 June. 1929. A bid of $1150. tendered 
by Harry Fulcher was accepted and work was started. 
The Memorial was unveiled on the 9 June, 1929 by 
Brig. General H. M. Dyer from Minnedosa and the ad
dress was given by Thomas Neville a former Rapid 
City minister. The honor roll contained the names of 
thirty-eight men who made the supreme sacrifice dur
ing the first world war. In July, 1948, another plaque 
was unveiled containing twenty names to com
memorate the men who made the supreme sacrifice 
during the second world war. 

In 1947 the Legion decided that they should have a 
building of their own, they had been using the Masonic 
hall for meetings and functions. In 1948 a building in 

Presentation of Legion Meritorious Service Medal 
to S. J. Haslen by Deputy District Commander Jack 
Jones. 
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Presentation of Honorary Membership to Ken 
Waldon. In the Royal Canadian Legion by Jack Jones. 

Presentation of Legion Meritorious Service Medal 
to H. E. Hotham by Jack Jones Deputy District Com
mander. 

Brandon, known as the Moonlight Inn, was purchased 
and dismantled. In April, 1949, the floor forty by sixty 
feet was hauled in one piece to its new foundation. No 
further progress was made until November 1949, when 
thirty dring rafters were delivered, and the building 
grew apace. Two days and the rafters were all in 



Legion awards night dinner 1977 

place; another two days and both ends were closed in. 
From 1 December to 3 December twenty-three 
volunteer shinglers completed the work. The hall was 

Rapid City and District Memorial, 1914-1918. 
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Legion Members with colours. 

officially opened on the 16 June, 1950, when upwards to 
one thousand people attended the program and dance. 
Since then extensions have been added to the east and 
west ends of the hall and a kitchen added to the south. 

As of 1978 the branch has a membership of one hun
dred and five members. Comrade Earl Hotham is the 
only surviving charter member having served con
tinually for fifty-two years. On the 11 March, 1978, 
Comrades Earl Hotham and Stan Haslen were 
presented with Meritorious Service Medals for out
standing service to the Legion. This is the highest 
award that can be granted to an Ordinary or Life 
Member of the Legion. 

Presidents: J. T. Mulvey, 1926; J. A. Sample, 1926, 
1927, 1928; W. D. MacKay, 1929, 1930; Geo. Richard
son, 1931, 1932; T. L. Davies, 1933; I. K. Gilhuly, 1934, 
1935,1936; G. R. Kite, 1937,1938,1939,1945,1947,1948; 
W. E. Coutts, 1940, 1941; A. D. Aitkens, 1942, 1943; J. 
Graham, 1944; W. Eastgate, 1946; D. Wilson, 1949, 
1950; W. J. Spearin, 1951, 1952; W. H. Northam, 1953, 
1. G. Bayes, 1955, 1976; K. R. Sample, 1956, 1957; D. E. 
Crossman, 1958; D. Sharpe, 1959; H. E. Hyndman, 
1960; S. J. Haslen, 1961, 1962; I. D. Christie, 1963, 1964; 
J. W. Northam, 1954, 1965; W. A. Scott, 1966, 1977; A. 
Bayes, 1967, 1968; G. C. McLean, 1969, 1970, 1!:17l; C. J. 
Christie, 1972, 1973; R. Lumsden, 1974, 1975; R. E. 
Hamnett, 1978. 

Contributed by Hugh MacDougall 

LEST WE FORGET 

Close nestling in our valley deep, 
A sacred spot is seen, 
With a well trimmed hedge surrounding 
A lawn of lovely green. 
And rising from the centre is 
A cairn of undressed stone, 
And on a marble slab a list 
Of those we've loved and known. 
Upon that slab are many names 
From around our countryside, 
Of kindred, friends, a gallant lot, 
Who for their country died. 



They're sleeping now in Flanders' field, 
Among the poppies red. 
Then let us on Memorial Day 
Salute our honored dead. 
They gave their life that we might live, 
When world was sore beset; 
Then let us keep their memories green, 
Lest we our dead forget 
A beauty place our soldiers' plot -
A lake-like shimmering gem. 
While water flows and green trees wave 
We will remember them. 

Thos Parker 

RAPID CITY LEGION LADIES' AUXILIARY TO 
BRANCH NO. 491936-1977 

The Auxiliary, which is now forty-one years old, 
was formed in November 1935 by a group of thirteen 
interested ladies. Mr. Earl Hotham presided over the 
election of officers. The first officers were as follows: 

President Mrs. 1. K. Gilhuly 
First Vice-President - Mrs. H. Saul 
Second Vice-President Mrs. G. Kite 
Treasurer Mrs. J. Reith 
Secretary - Mrs. H. McClung 
Of the original thirteen members two are still 

members - Mrs. H. Simpson and Mrs. J. Smith 
(Reith) and a third original member Mrs. J. Barber, 
now resides in Brandon. 

The first regular meeting was held in January 1936. 
Early meetings were held in the Masonic Hall. Since 
those days the Auxiliary has gone ahead and hopefully 
has justified its existence. Rapid City Auxiliary was 
one of the earliest rural branches formed, and later 

Presentation of colours by the Ladies auxiliary to 
Branch No. 49i left to right Mrs. Iva Northam, Irvine 
Christie, Stan Haslen, Audrey Newitt. 
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went to help with the organization of the Minnedosa 
Branch and also the Rivers and Basswood Branches .. 

During World War II the Auxiliary members 
worked diligently. Cigarettes were sent to the more 
than one hundred and eighty boys named on the list. 
Parcels were sent to the sailors as they could obtain 
cigarettes more easily. Quilts were made for Victory 
Bundles, Red Cross, Prisoners of War, Milk for Bri
tain, Relief for Bombed Areas and V-Bundles were un
dertakings which were all regularly supported. 

After the War there were the "Welcome Home" 
celebrations. Showers for War brides were held. Now 
there were veterans and their wives from two World 
Wars. 

New programmes were now required. The Legion 
Branch and the Auxiliary were both concerned about 
building a hall. This hall, the building of which began 
in the fall of 1948 and carried on through 1949, was of
ficially opened in June 1950. Mr. David Wilson was 
Branch president and Mrs. Gladys Dick was Auxiliary 
president at the time. The hall is now a credit to the 
Legion and an asset to the community. Improvements 
to the hall are an on-going practice to keep it up-to
date. 

Legion Hall, 1978. 

The l\uxiliary Fair, which began in 1942, is still held 
in the Hall annually an event of each October. 

The Provincial Command keeps before the 
members many worthwhile tasks such as the welfare 
of the veterans and their dependents, especially the 
sick and disabled. . 

Everything is being done to foster the spirit of com
radeship in the community. 

As the years have passed the Auxiliary has con
tinued to do its very best to aid the Branch in every 
way. The members continue to cater to banquets, 
dances and wedding suppers. 

Many able officers have been at the helm during the 
years. The Auxiliary is always saddened by the pass
ing to a just reward of its staunch and able supporters 
and long-time members. 

Through the years awards in the form of medals, 
badges, bars and pins have been presented to deser
ving members. Nineteen twenty-five year pins have 



Legion Auxiliary Members, left to right. Back row: 
Mrs. Christie, Mrs. Muir, Mrs. Farrell, Mrs. Argo. 
Front row: Mrs. Molly Martin, Mrs. MacDougall. 

been awarded during the last fifteen or sixteen years. 
The following have been recipients of such an award: 

Mrs. H. Simpson, Mrs. J. Smith, Mrs. G. Kite*, 
Mrs. J. Barber, Mrs. F. Campbell, Mrs. M. Haslen, 
Mrs. J. Kemp, Mrs. C. Walker*, Miss V. Walker, Mrs. 
Iva Northam, Mrs. Wm. Argo*, Mrs. D. Struthers*, 
Mrs. G. Dick, Mrs .. J. Northam, Mrs. K. Sample, Mrs. 
C. Martin, Mrs. D. Grist, Mrs. H. Hyndman and Mrs. 
E. Colley*. 

Thirty-five year pins were presented to Mrs. J. 
Kemp, Mrs. F. Campbell and Mrs. M. Haslen in the 
fall of 1977. 

Also in 1977 the Auxiliary had the privilege of 
presenting Mrs. H. Simpson and Mrs. J. Smith with 
forty-year pins and Life Membership Certificates. 

The Auxiliary and Branch are also proud to have 
members on the Board of the Legion Community 
Gardens - a home for senior citizens - in Rapid City. 
It is hoped that this home will serve the community to 
the greatest extent possible and that it will prove to be 
a most pleasant place for its residents. 

The Auxiliary officers at this point in history are: 
President Mrs. A. A. Eckberg 
First Vice-President - Mrs. C. Clark 
Second Vice-President Mrs. E. Burr 
Treasurer - Mrs. J. Kemp 
Secretary Mrs. C. Stephenson 
May the Ladies Auxiliary to Branch No. 49 continue 

and success attend its efforts and may it be proud to be 
the chief assistant to the Branch in all its endeavors 
and share in its successes. *deceased 

Contributed by Nancy Stephenson 

CORINTHIAN LODGE - respectfully submitted by 
Past Master, J. Hunter 

In 1881, a group of men applied for a charter to 
form a Masonic Lodge in Rapid City. This request was 
granted on February 10, 1881 and the Lodge was given 
the name Corinthian and numbered fifteen in the 
Grand Lodge register. The first officers were as 
follows: 

Worshipful Master - Robert McIntosh 
Senior Warden - Sanford A. Cornell 
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Junior Warden Robert Madden 
Treasurer George Butchart 
Secretary - J. McVicar 
Chaplin - J. P. Sargent 
Senior Deacon Dave McNaught 
Junior Deacon - Wilton Keith 
Senior Steward - Norman Scott 
Junior Steward E. T. Turney 
Tyler - Jas. Rogerson 
The Lodge first met in the office of the old 

Creamery, then later moved to the upper floor of the 
building now occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Stan. Haslen. 

In the summer of 1955, construction of a new 
building was started and it was finished in 1956 with 
the dedication of the new temple in May of 1957. Wor. 
Bro. Thomas Radcliffe drew the plans and supervised 
the construction of the building which was built mostly 
with volunteer labor. 

Over the years, many fine men have passed through 
the membership of Corinthian Lodge but by the 1960's 
membership began to fall and eventually, by 1975, it 
was decided to surrender our charter and amalgamate 
with Prince of Wales Lodge in Minnedosa. Quite a few 
have kept up their membership and we have three life 
members Wor. Bro. Angus MacLeod, who joined a 
Lodge at Yorkton, Saskatchewan in 1927; Wor. Bro. W. 
J. English who is now in his eighty-sixth year and 
joined the Lodge in Rapid City in 1914 - the same year 
that he married; and the Rev. G. G. Harris, now in his 
ninety-sixth year, who joined the Lodge in Moose Jaw 
in 1943. 

During the life of the Corinthian Lodge in Rapid Ci
ty, I feel that its presence and influence was good for 
Rapid City, but change seems to be the only perma
nent thing in the world and we must go along with it. 

Past Masters: W. Bro. E. G. Ashby, W. Bro. N. F. 
Basler, W. Bro. A. A. Black, W. Bro, W. A. Burr, W. 
Bro. J. P. Carr, W. Bro. G. C. Duthie, W. Bro. A. A. 
Eckberg, W. Bro. R. J. English, W. Bro. W. J. English, 
W. Bro. J. H. Flanigan, W. Bro. J. Hunter, W. Bro. C. 
J. Martin, W. Bro. A. D. McKinnon, V. W. Bro. R. J. 
Newitt, W. Bro. S. C. Newitt, W. Bro. H. Northam, W. 
Bro. L. G. Pettapiece, W. Bro. H. R. Rourke, W. Bro. 
J. W. Rousell, W. Bro. W. J. St. John, W. Bro. J. G. 
Shand, W. Bro. A. V. Simpson, W. Bro. R. M. Spearin, 
W. Bro. W. J. Spearin, W. Bro. W. Stelmack, W. Bro. 
L. E. Thompson, R. W. Bro. W. N. Thompson, W. Bro. 
G. R. Underhill, W. Bro. K. C. Underhill. 

MASONIC TEMPLE - RAPID CITY 
One of Rapid City's newer buildings is the Masonic 

Temple, situated on the south side of Third Avenue, 
between Third and Fourth Streets, on the lot that was 
originally the site of the old "Kelly House". 

For some time Rapid City Masons had been con
sidering constructing a new building, and when the old 
Masonic Hall was damaged by fire on March 19, 1955, 
they decided to carry out their plans. They sold the old 
building to Stan Haslen, and until the new building was 
ready held their meetings in the Odd Fellow's lodge 
room. 

The full size basement was excavated in July, 1955, 
and the concrete poured in October. The first meeting 
in the new Masonic Temple was held on December 4, 



1956 and the official opening ceremonies took place on 
May 7, 1957. 

ROY AL VALLEY CHAPTER No. 40 ORDER OF THE 
EASTERN STAR, RAPID CITY - submitted 
by Ethel English 

In 1946, on November 8, an Eastern Star Chapter 
was instituted at Rapid City, under the name of Royal 
Valley Chapter. 

Grand Chapter officers, under the direction of the 
Worthy Grand Patron, Charles Coats, instituted the 
Chapter and installed the officers. Ruth Chapter, 
O.E.S. Minnedosa, exemplified the work for thirty
four new members of Royal Valley Chapter, Under 
Dispensation, from Rapid City, Pettapiece, Oak River 
and Rivers. O.E.S. chapters were represented from 
many Manitoba points, also from Saskatchewan and 
Alberta, over one hundred visitors being present. 

Officers installed were: 
Worthy Matron - Mrs. Addie McKinnon 
Worthy Patron - John G. Shand 
Associate Matron - Mrs. Dorothy Shand 
Associate Patron - Reid Spearin 
Secretary - Mrs. Gladys Dick 
Treasurer - Mrs. Marge Basler 
Conductress - Mrs. Susie Soldan 
Associate Condustress - Mrs. Eva Rousell 
Chaplain - Mrs. Doris Gardiner 
Marshal - Mrs. Alice Coutts 
Organist - Mrs. Sadie Andersen 
Adah - Mrs. Pearl Flanigan 
Ruth - Mrs. Sadie Pettapiece 
Esther - Mrs. Lillian Spearin 
Martha - Mrs. Margaret Sample 
Electa - Mrs. Evelyn MacLeod 
Warder - Mrs. Ruby Simpson 
Sentinel - James Flanigan 

During our Chapters history, we have showed our 
dedication to the Order of the Eastern Star with cash 
donations, too numerous to mention, to many 
charitable organizations; supported most of the 
Worthy Grand Matron's Projects; had many, many 
addendas to commemorate official visits, seasonal 
celebrations; and listened to numerous well prepared 
papers, poems and thoughts pertaining to the beauty 
and characteristics of our wonderful Order. 

RAPID CITY AND DISTRICT CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE - submitted by Don Bettoff 

On June 19, 1899, 34 businessmen joined together 
and applied for certification under the name of "The 
Rapid City District Board of Trade". On July 31, 1899 
a Certificate of Formation was issued and Aubrey J. 
LePage, merchant, was appointed the secretary of the 
Board. So began this organization to develop good 
business and good citizens in the community. Almost 
seventy years later the Rapid City and District Board 
of Trade submitted an application to the Government 
House at Ottawa, to change their name to the Rapid 
City and District Chamber of Commerce. On June 22, 
1967 in the presence of the Governor General In Coun
cil, the change of name was authorized. During the 
last ten years this organization continued to promote 
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the town and area at every opportunity. The Chamber 
of Commerce is a voluntary association of community 
minded citizens who work together to make the com
munity a better place in which to live and make a liv
ing. In 1978 the Chamber executive consisted of the 
following individuals; President - Stephen Wilson -
storeowner; vice-president - Lawrence Turton -
farmer; Secretary - Dianne Ironside - hair stylist; 
Treasurer - Don Bettof - bank manager and 
Membership Chairman - Alex Ross - contractor. 

Certificate of Formation 
This is to certify that under and by virtue of 

Chapter 130 of the Revised Status of Canada, entitled 
"An Act respecting the incorporation of Boards of 
Trade," and amendments thereto, the undersigned 
have associated themselves together as a Board of 
Trade to be called "The Rapid City District Board of 
Trade" situated and being in The Electoral District of 
Marquette, in the province of Manitoba, and com
prising The Town of Rapid City and Townships 
Numbers Twelve, Thirteen, Fourteen and Fifteen in, 
Ranges Nineteen and Twenty West of the Principal 
Meridian in said Province of Manitoba. That Aubrey J. 
LePage of the said Town of Rapid City, Merchant, has 
been appointed Secretary of said Board of Trade. 

Witness our hands and seals this 
Nineteenth day of June, A.D. 1899. 

E. Peplow, Merchant, Miller 
M. Turriff, Insurance Agent 
Geo. L. Stone, Implement Agent 
Jolin Kelly, Temprance Hotel 
A. J. LePage, General Merchant 
J. B. M. Dunoon, Postmaster 
Thomas Houlding, Hardware Merchant 
W. Houlding, Hardware Merchant 
J. G. Hindson, General Merchant 
C. Clackson, Jeweller 
J. R. Burland, Furniture Merchant 
R. P. Crookshank, M.D., Physician and Druggist 
J. Mutter, General Merchant 
E. Gardiner, Merchant Hardware 
D. N. McGregor, Miller 
J. M. Hall, County Court Clerk 
H. C. Clay, Publisher 
S. L. Head, Grain Buyer 
Denis E. B. Daly, Real Estate Agent 
J. J. Moore, Genl. Merchant 
Alex McKeller, Implement Dealer 
Thomas Cottingham, Saddler 
E. C. Gosset-Jackson, Lumber Dealer 
J. M. Young, Vet. Surgeon 
Peter Milne, Grain Buyer 
T. Butchart, Station Agent 
Thos. Evoy, Hotel Keeper 
A. F. LePage, General Merchant 
R. A. Nelles, Insurance & Real Estate Agent 
Robert Madden, Contractor 
George McWilliams, Blacksmith 
T. J. Warren, Baker 
D. Milne, Grain Dealer 
D. Hamilton, Butcher 

Aubrey J. LePage appointed Sec.-Treas., he 
witnessed signatures. 



Declaration - 17th day of July, A.D. 1899. 
R. T. Welles Notary Public. 
Declaration by Malcolm Turriff. 
Clerk and Treasurer of Town of Rapid City, and 

Clerk of Municipality of Saskatchewan. 
Population - Townships 12, 13,14 and 15, and Town 

Rapid City exceeds 2,500. 
(engaged in connection with census taking) 

Certificate of Formation 
of 

The Rapid City District Board of Trade 
Dated - 19th June, 1899. 

Department of The Registrar General 
Registration Division 

Ottawa, April 25, 1967. 
I hereby certify the within to be true and faithful 

copy of the record of the original Certificate of Forma
tion of The Rapid City District 'Board of Trade, as 
entered in Liber 155, Folio 76. 

Marquette Reporter 

on July 31, 1899. 
L. McCann 

For Dep. Reg. Gen. of Canada 

Issue May 11, 1899 - officers elected 
At The Government House At Ottawa 
Thursday, the 22nd day of June, 1967. 

Present: 
His Excellency 

The Governor General In Council 
Whereas the Register General reports that the 

Rapid City District Board of Trade, Rapid City, 

Manitoba, has submitted an application for the change 
of its name to The Rapid City and District Chamber of 
Commerce; 

And Whereas the Register General recommends 
that the application be granted. 

Therefore, His Excellency the Governor General in 
Council, being satisfied that the proposed change of 
name is not desired for any improper purpose and is 
not otherwise objectionable, is pleased hereby, pur
suant to section 39 of the Boards of Trade Act, to 
authorize the change of name of the said Board of 
Trade to The Rapid City and District Chamber of 
Commerce. 
Recorded 6th July, 1967 
Film 206 Document 177 
L. McCann 
For Deputy Register General of Canada 

Certified to be a true copy 
R. G. Robertson 

Clerk of The Privy Council 

DEBORAH REBEKAH LODGE No.9 - compiled by 
Thelma Terry and Min. Basler 

Deborah Rebekah Lodge No. 9 was instituted 
December 7th, 1909 with a membership of 66. The first 
officers were: Annie Campbell (Currie) as Noble 
Grand, Mrs. (Dr.) Jane Crookshank as Vic-Grand, 
Mrs. George Clackson as Recording Secretary, Annie 
Grummett as Financial Secretary, and Mabel Whyte 
as Treasurer. 

Opening of Rebeckah Assembly in Winnipeg, 1964. Back row, left to right; Mildred Waldon, Marj Basler, 
Grace Sibbald, May Hales, Vivian Sharpe, Maylee Scott, Maureen Evans, Barbara Wilson, Molly Martin, Ivy Cor
nish. Seated; Adelaide Carr, Roberta Grist, Evelyn Branston, Margaret Phillips, Thelma Terry, Helen Blake, 
Francis Trott, Irene Smith. 



Meetings were held the first and third Friday of 
each month until 1959 when they were changed to the 
first and third Thursday of each month. 

Mrs. Jane Crookshank was Assembly President of 
the Rebekah Assembly of Manitoba in 1916. Our first 
noble grand Annie Currie became assembly president 
after transferring to Kenton, in 1930. Many other 
ladies who were members of Deborah have held 
assembly offices. In 1976 Douglas Blake was Grand 
Master of Grand Lodge of Manitoba and Helen Blake is 
a Past President of Mandak Association. 

Deborah Lodge instituted the lodges at Rivers and 
Newdale. 

At one time membership of the lodge dropped to an 
all time low but we now have an active membership of 
69. There are five sisters who have the distinction of 
having membership in Deborah of fifty years and 
over: Mrs. Mildred Waldon, Rapid City, Mrs. Olive 
Divine, Vancouver, B.C., Mrs. Muriel French, Vic
toria, B.C. and Mrs. Francis Miller, Milestone, 
Saskatchewan. 

In 1964 Deborah Lodge did the opening and closing 
ceremonies at the Rebekah Assembly of Manitoba, in 
Winnipeg. The capable degree team at that time was 
May Hales and Roberta Grist, Thelma Terry was no
ble grand. 

The lodge sponsors youth programs, makes a year-

Rapid City Agricultural Society Exhibition, c1898. 
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ly canvas for cancer research and the blind. They also 
promote many social and fraternal relationships 
within the lodge. 

Through the years many ladies of Rapid City and 
district have been members of Deborah No.9, moving 
to different areas and continuing in the work of 
Oddfellowship. The bonds of friendship still continues. 

RAPID CITY AGRICUTLURAL SOCIETY submit
ted by Marj Bridgeman and Beth Northam 

The first rural fair at Rapid City, held in 1880, was 
opened by Governor Laird of the N.W.T. and was one 
of the first in the province. In 1881 the officers were 
Mr. G. M. Butchart President, Mr. C. J. Whellams 

1st Vice-President, Mr. C. Howard - 2nd Vice
President, Mr. Geo. Belcher - Secretary, Mr. H. C. 
Clay Treasurer. 

In February, 1884, Agricultural Society gets liberal 
support for the importation of a purebred stallion. In 
the same year Council erected suitable enclosures for 
livestock. In 1889, the Government grant was less than 
expected, so the society was in arrears of $50.00 to pay 
the prize money. By May 1894, the society had over one 
hundred paid up members. 

In 1907, the Society received its Charter No. 54. Of
ficers elected at the June meeting in 1907 were; Presi
dent - Alex McKinnon, Vice-President - James 



Burland, Sec. Treas. John Whyte (salary - $30.00 
per year). Directors were: Hampton Hindson, H. H. 
Wilson, Jas. Spearin, Alex Smith, Robert Hales, Fred 
Westwood, W. H. Meadows, T. Wolstenholme, E. 
Soldan, H. Lochart. The first fair held in the Driving 
Park Assn. grounds, August 15, 1907, with grounds 
granted free for the first year, $15.00 per year 
thereafter with permission to build suitable accom~ 
modation. Prize grant was $500.00 with $50.00 allotted 
for sports, (Lacrosse, football, baseball and hurdle 
race). Local people acted as the judges for the first 
year. The Rapid City Hospital Aid Association was 
granted free ground for a tent on fair day. The C.P.R. 
authorities were asked to hold the Miniota train until 
7:30 P.M. on fair day. Yearly receipts were $792.00, 
Expenses $617.00, with a balance of $175.00. 

In 1908, new directors elected were Jno. Northam, 
Jas. Rourke (Carnegie), Peter Kahler (Moline), E. C. 
Gosset Jackson (town), Mrs. T. Wolstenholme, and 
Mrs. Dennis. Mr. Evoy, hotel proprietor, was granted 
permission to serve meals, charge not to exceed 35¢. 
H. C. Clay was given permission to hold an auction 
sale of Pedigreed cattle on fair day. Sports included 
horses high jumping, best lady rider, catching a 
greased pig with the pig for prize, children's races, 
Fat Man's race, Tug of War - Town vs. Country. A 
horse stable was erected on the grounds south of 
C.N.R. tracks, and a lean~to added for cattle. 

In 1909, Jas. Todd's tender for erection of a Pavilion 
(known as the Crystal Palace) was accepted to house 
Home Manufactures, seeds, grain and vegetables. Ex~ 
penses noted were; to Wm. Dick, $2.00 for driving of
ficers to the grounds, 1 ball of binder twine 55¢, and 
$1.00 to Nettie McFarland for assisting the Secty. on 
fair day. 

In 1911, the final parcel of land south of the C.N.R. 
tracks, was purchased from the Driving Park Assn., 
making the Agricultural Society owners of all land 
south of the tracks where their buildings were. A. B. 
St. John and John Hunter were new directors. T. 
Eaton's prize was a pair of counter scales (value $6.00) 
used as a sweepstake for 1st prize winner in the butter 
classes. The first seed fair was held in 1911 and at the 
seed fair in 1914, Mr. T. Parker was given a patent for 
the displaying of his new invention, a fanning mill. 

Rapid City Agricultural Arena. 
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In 1915, the Agricultural Society Offered the Driv~ 
ing Park Assn. $2.50 for all remaining shares in the 
Assn.; but it was not until 1927 when agreement was 
reached and the Ag. Society became full owners of all 
land and buildings in the Fair Grounds. Admission at 
that time was; Adults 25¢, children 15¢, cars 25¢. 

In August, 1920 the chief exhibitors were: Shorthorn 
Cattle, C. Kahler & Son, H. Hindson, George Underhill 
and J. Snowden & Sons. Polled Angus - A. Guild; 
Herefords - W. K. McKenzie; Holsteins F. Waldon; 
Horses Fred Rush, Alex Elves, Thomas Ronald and 
Wm. Attridge. 

In 1927, Rapid City Golf Club was granted permis
sion to use the Fair Grounds. In 1928, The Salvation 
Army were allowed to hold a tag day at the fair in sup~ 
port of Grace Hospital and it would be greatly ap
preciated if they brought their band along. 

The last regular fair was held on the old grounds in 
1932. Due to the condition of the old buildings, the un~ 
availability of money during the depression years, 
followed by World War II, the society decided to hold a 
sports day instead of a fair, which was held each year, 
followed by a dance, until 1938. In 1938-39, the buildings 
at the fair grounds were demolished and any reusable 
lumber was salvaged, and in partnership with the curl
ing club a new Multi~purpose building was erected in 
the west end of town to be used jointly by the Ag. 
Society and the Curling Club. In 1956, a skating rink 
was permitted to be erected alongside the curling rink. 
After many years of negotiations with the government 
and much volunteer labor, the skating rink became a 
reality, and since 1966 has been used by the 
Agricultural Society. In 1939, a calf, colt, grain and 
root show was held in the new building, in conjunction 
with the Boys' and Girls' Calf Club. 1940~42 - Fall 
fairs were held in October, but not too satisfactory. 
1943-45, no fair, but in 1945 sponsored Oakleigh Calf 
and Colt Show, also a summerfallow competition and a 
2 day machinery school. In 1946, had a summerfallow 
competition, Sports day and dance, with Alvin Barrett 
and Cliff Campbell in charge of the dance. From 1947 
to 1952 the fairs were held in July with a sports day and 
dance in June. In 1952 had a successful Fiddlers 
Contest and in July, 1953 the District Conference was 
held in Rapid City. Since 1955, fairs have been held in 
June which have proved to be more successful than 
fall fairs. In 1966, the poultry section was cancelled 
and in 1967, the swine club disbanded and egg classes 
were discontinued. In 1967, the society took out a 
membership to the Manitoba Gymkhana and Rodeo 
Association of which has been continued on, with a 
M.G.R.A. show held at each fair day. In 1968, permis
sion granted to the Stock Car Club to hold Races on the 
old fair grounds. In 1970, the Centennial Celebrations 
were carried out in connection with the fair. Rivers 
Pipe Band led the parade and we have a parade each 
fair day. The town businesses close for fair day and the 
Chamber of Commerce serve a pancake breakfast 
each year and in 1977 donated trophies to winners of 
the parade. The local Legion Branch were in charge of 
the beer garden and the local Rebekah Lodge serve 
meals. In 1977, the museum committee had a 
successful bingo at the fair. The society has a Class C 
fair and have over 400 paid up members at this time, 



also have 16 Honorary members. The 1977 yearly 
receipts were $7,214.20, Expenditures -$5,488.88, with 
a balance of $1,725.32. The Annual District Conference 
is to be held at Rapid City in 1979. After struggling 
from 1880, Rapid City Agricultural Society has finally 
achieved the type of fair that its pioneer originators 
dreamed it would have. 

From the minutes of the Agricultural Society 1907-
1977 we can report the following officers. 
President 
1907-1913 A. McKinnon 
1914-1915 R. D. Hales 
1916-1917 - W. F. Meadows 
1918-1919 - Alex Smith 
1920-1922 - John Northam 
1923-1936 - W. J. Cundy 
1937-1938 - Arthur Dennis 
1939-1940 J. Ironside 
1941- - P. Shanks 
1942- - J. Fearnley 
1943-1945 J. Forgie 
1946-1949 - Geo. Underhill 
1950-1952 - H. Hindson 
1953-1956 W. H. Northam 
1957-1960 A. Black 
1961-1962 - R. Rogers 
1963-1967 - Wm. Argo 
1968- Art Bayes 
1969-1970 - Doug Blake 
1971-1976 - Ken Bridgeman 
1977-1978 Wm. Ironside 

Rapid City 4-H Club, 1966-1967. 
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Secretary-Treasurer 
1907-1912 - J. W. Whyte 
1913-1914 - E. C. Gosset Jackson 
1915-1925 - C. Gordon Murray 
1926-1942 - Norman Basler 
1943-1944 F. A. Miller 
1945- Geo. Grant 
1946- - D. N. Wilson 
1947-1951 A. Y. Sharpe 
1952-1964 John Smith 
1965-1970 - Helen Blake 
1971-1978 - Marj Bridgeman 

4-H - submitted by Margaret Northam 
4-H has played a very important part in the develOp

ment of hundreds of young people in this area since 
1916. At this time it was formed as a Boys' and Girls' 
Club with Mr. David McNaught as District Organizer 
and Mr. W. J. Cundy as president. Projects were 
varied and included sewing, cooking, raiSing poultry, 
livestock, gardening, grain and woodworking. Mrs. 
Beth Northam and Mrs. Mildred Waldon were 
members of this first club and remember displaying 
chicks at the fair in Rapid City. They had set the eggs 
with a clucking hen and raised them to show the 
following year. 

In the 1930's the Agricultural Society sponsored a 
Boys' and Girls' Calf and Colt Club. Their shows were 
held at Oakleigh school grounds and later in Rapid Ci
ty. Moline Calf Club was organized in this period and 
their show was held at Rapid City Fair. Young people 



Rapid City Swine Club, 1953. 

competed to attend Brandon Fair for the week. They 
were required to judge all kinds of livestock and were 
housed in one of the fair buildings. This was a fun filled 
week as well as a learning experience. 

The next Sewing Club was started by Miss Shirley 
Dalgarno (Mrs. Art Peters) in 1948 and was known as 
The Rapid Needles Sewing Club. The girls were taught 
in the school. The following year the leaders were Mrs. 
Jim Brown and Mrs. H. E. Hotham. 

In 1952 the Boys' and Girls' Clubs were re
organized as 4-H Clubs. 

Rapid City Swine Club was formed in 1953 with Mr. 
Tully McKenzie and Mr. Alf Black as leaders. This 
club continued until 1966. 

Rapid City Beef Club was organized in 1954 and is 
still an active club. Mr. Ross Abel and Mr. Tully 
McKenzie were the first leaders. 

The Rapid Needles Sewing Club continued until 
1955. It was re-organized in 1959 with Mrs. Beryl Miller 
and Florence Irvine as leaders. In 1963 it became 
known as Rapid City Home Economics Club as many 
new projects were introduced. 

The three clubs held their own local achievements. 
Following these they attended the district rally each 
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Rapid City Sewing Club 1957, front to rear; Left 
side, Bev Rollins, Mary Rudneski, Myrna Radcliff, 
Lorna Taylor, Sandra Flanigan, Marjorie McKenzie. 
Right side, Gwen Terry, Heather Martin, Jane 
Turner, Eleanor Rollins, Mildred Downey. 

year. These were held, alternately, at Minnedosa and 
Neepawa where all the clubs from each area con
verged. Each club competed with displays, public 



Rapid City Sewing Class c1927i left to right Margaret Harvey, Dorthy Fulcher, Edith Blackburn, Evelyn 
Arrowsmith, Lillian Hazelwood, Bernice Bolton, Leona Lyne, Merle McKinnon, Bessie Greig, Mrs. F. P. Groves, 
Olive George, Janet Stuart, Gladys Mouritsen, Miriam Scott, Estelle Gardiner, May Grove, Beatrice Barrett, Ger
tie Busby, Mary Menzoski. 

speaking, demonstrating and a parade in which they 
were judged on their banners, uniforms and the 
manner in which they paraded. All these competitions 
were held outdoors so you can imagine the problem the 
weather sometimes created. Members poise and 
powers of concentration was quite often sorely'tested 
when the wind threatened to carry away posters and 
equipment during demonstrations. It was difficult to 
project your voice in public speaking or to appear 
relaxed modelling in the Dress Revue when the wind 
whipped sand in your eyes or threatened a rain 
shower. However, the weather man quite often 
provided lovely weather which made the day enjoyable 
for the picnic meals and ball games. Each member 
took part in the Judging Competitions. The Beef and 
Swine clubs judged live animals - choosing the best 
animal and giving reasons why one was better over 
another. The Home Ec. members judged articles in 
whatever project they had been in during the year. 
They also had to choose which was best and give 
reasons. Home Ec. members had articles chosen at 
each achievement to be displayed at Rally. These were 
judged there and the best were sent to Brandon Fair. 
They were once again judged against the Regional 
winners and the winners were awarded a purple ribbon 
and displayed at the fair in Brandon. The remainder of 
the articles were sent to the Regional fair at Virden. 
The best at this level were presented with mauve rib
bons and exhibited there. Sometimes the winning 
dresses and pant suits which were modelled in May at 
the local achievements, were not worn again until late 
summer and often this was too late for the rapidly
growing teenager to be able to wear the garment for 
any length of time. Standards were very high and 
many hours were put in before articles were accep
table. Modelling of the garments was also judged and 
it was an an honour to be chosen to model at the rally 
or Brandon Fair. 
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Brandon Fair was also the high-light of the Beef 
and Swine Clubs. The members of the Beef Club were 
judged on their finished animal, their showmanship 
and knowledge shown in the judging of other animals. 
Their calves were sold at Brandon, usually bringing 
very good prices. The Swine Club members sold their 
pigs at Rapid City Fair but also took part in the judg
ing competitions at Brandon. The giant parade of 4H 
members from all over South Western Manitoba was 
the climax of 4-H Day at the fair. Up to fifteen hundred 
4-H'ers wearing their distinctive club uniforms and 
each club carrying their own banners made a very im
pressive sight. 

The local clubs have always been active in the 
Public Speaking and Demonstrating Competitions. 
Members could compete at club, zone, district and 
provincial levels. Shields and plaques were awarded to 
winners at the district and provincial levels. Each club 
has had its share of successful speakers but all who 
participated received invaluable training that would 
not have been gained in any other area. 

For many years the T. Eaton Company sponsored 
a Gold Watch Award to the outstanding member of 
each district. This award has been received several 
times in our area and is now being presented by 
Manitoba Pool Elevators. The Royal Bank also 
provides trophies and rose bowls to encourage 
members to give of their best. Award trips to 
Washington, Ottawa, Toronto and provincial exchange 
trips have been enjoyed by dozens of 4-H'ers. Most of 
these trips were, and are, funded by Manitoba Club 
Council. The district Junior Leader Association also 
organize trips to North and South Dakota and other 
provinces. The members visited return the following 
year. 

The 1970's has brought many changes to the 4-H 
movement. Although the structure has changed con
siderably, members are still learning basic and ad-



Joyce Nielsen and Bev Hotham representing the 
Rapid City sewing club at the Dominion Boys and 
Girls Clubs at the Toronto Royal Fair. C1950. 

vanced skills in whatever area they choose. Many new 
projects are now available which gives the members a 
wide selection to choose from. The skills learned from 
these new and old projects, and the confidence gained 
from the public speaking program gives young people 
an invaluable background for whatever career they 
choose to follow. The foundation was laid in 1916 with 
the organizing of the Boys' and Girls' Clubs and has 
been carried forward by the 4-H organization. 
Members are still pledging Head, Heart, Health and 
Hands to their clubs, communities and country. 

This program, of course, would not have been 
possible without the dedication of the volunteer 
leaders. It is impossible to list all those who have 
served as leaders in this area, some for fifteen to 
twenty years. All will agree that their reward is in 
watching the members being able to take their place in 
society, possibly a little more prepared than they 
would have been without their help. It is sometimes an 
extra bonus when some enter into a career that is 
directly linked with their 4-H years. Many of these 
members are now serving, and have served, as leaders 
in their chosen communities and this is how the 4-H 
movement continues. 

THE RED CROSS submitted by Grace Terry 
The re-organization of the Red Cross in Rapid City 

took place November 15, 1939 with some fifty citizens 
gathering in the Masonic Hall. 
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Mayor F. W. Swann opened the meeting, with Mr. 
T. L. Fox acting as secretary. Mr. Turnbull M.L.A. 
took charge of the meeting. 

The officers elected were: Mrs. E. S. Gardiner -
President, Dr. J. M. Young - Honorary President, 
Mr. J. W. Fowlie, Mr. W. E. Birkinshaw and Mr. C. 
Stone - Vice Presidents, Mr. F. E. Brooks -
Secretary, Mr. M. A. Anderson - Treasurer. 

The rural campaign and wprk committees were 
headed by: Oakleigh - Mrs. J. W. Smith and Mr. J. 
Ironside, Wallace - Mr. John Anderson and Mrs. 
George Long, McBride Mrs. Thomas Northam and 
Mr. Albert Tuttle, Pettapiece - Mr. Thomas 
Wolstenholme and Mr.H. Spearin, Tremaine Mrs. 
John Wilson, Mrs. J. Shaw and Miss S. Forgie, Moline 
- Mr. R. J. Matheson and Mrs. Switzer, Rapid City
Mrs. Fowlie and Dr. Gilhuly. 

Much good has been done by the Rapid City Red 
Cross. In addition to the sewing and knitting in war and 
peace time, assistance has been given to fire victims 
in our area. The Red Cross has made swimming 
lessons available to youngsters and there is a Junior 
Red Cross branch in the Elementary School. It is 
possible to receive the loan of a wheel chair, crutches, 
etc. from the branch. A blood donor clinic was held Oc
tober 13, 1965 with fifty-seven donors, seventy-two 
attended, but for various reasons some were unable to 
donate their blood. On April 13, 1976 the Red Cross 
sponsored a Blood Pressure Clinic, the first in 
Manitoba, and it was held in Rapid City, with about 
one hundred persons attending, local nurses Mrs. 
Valerie Walters and Mrs. Sharon Hyndman were in 
charge. 

Thirty-nine years since reorganization, were it not 
for the untiring efforts of campaign manager Mr. Roy 
Tapp, it is unlikely the organization would exist in 
town today. The 1978 President is Mr. Donald McFad
din, the secretary Mrs. John Terry and treasurer Mrs. 
Lee Grist. Mr. Roy Tapp is campaign manager and 
Mrs. Robert McKinnon in charge of women's work. 
The sum of $1114.50 was realized in the 1977 campaign 
from Rapid City and District. 

GIRL GUIDES AND BROWNIES - submitted by 
Margaret Philips 

The Boy Scout and Girl Guide movement originated 
in London, England with Robert Baden-Powell (he was 
later knighted Lord Baden-Powell). The idea quickly 
spread to many countries around the world. The first 
Guide Company in Manitoba was formed in Winnipeg 
in 1910 and the first in Brandon in 1914. 

Girl Guides and Brownies started in Rapid City in 
1936. Juanita McQuinn was the first Guide Captain. 
The first Brownie Leader (Brown Owl) was Mrs. 
McCutcheon and assisting her was Mary Butchart as 
Tawny Owl. After a few years these groups were both 
closed. 

In March 1958 Guides were again organized with 
Mrs. Charles Haslen as captain and Mrs. T. Durham 
as lieutenant. Mrs. Margaret Greig joined them the 
next year and Heather Martin also helped for awhile. 
They started with eight Guides and two patrol leaders. 
The company grew each year until there were thirty
five members by the end of 1964 when Mrs. Haslen 



resigned. Mrs. W. Bertrand worked with the girls until 
the end of June 1965 with Mrs. Haslen's help .. 

The first camp was held in 1959 at Salt Lake and 
Mrs. Mary McBurney (nee Haslen) went along as a 
helper. 

Helping Mrs. Haslen with camp in 1960 were 
Mesdames Durham, Greig, and K. Sample and Mrs. L. 
Simpson as swimming instructor. The week at camp 
was the year's highlight and was enjoyed by the girls 
every summer that Mrs. Haslen was leader. 

The highest award that a Guide can earn is the Gold 
Cord. During this time four girls received their gold 
cords - Carlyn Nielson, Sheila Greig, Vera Durham 
and Lorna Wright. 

Meetings were held in the Legion for a few years 
and then the LO.O.F. Lodge asked to sponsor both the 
guides and brownies and the meeting place was 
changed to the LO.O.F. hall. 

The guides were registered again in 1969 with Cap
tain Mrs. W. Bertrand and Mrs. Nelson Bramley as 
leaders. The group closed in 1972. 
1958 

The brownies started with Mrs. Walter Scott as 
Brown Owl and Mrs. S. Greig as Tawny Owl. Others 
who helped during Mrs. Scott's leadership were -
Mrs. Claire Simpson, Mrs. Arthur Westwood, Mrs. 
Ken Andres, Mrs. Cyril Martin, Mrs. Reg Rogers. 
Mrs. Scott resigned in June 1962. The following year 
Mrs. Ben Christie was Brown Owl with Mrs. Robert 
McKinnon and Mrs. John Terry helping. The next year 
Mrs. H. Wietman was Brown Owl with Mrs. Roy 
Phillips assisting. From September 1964 until June 
1970 Mrs. Phillips was Brown Owl. Assisting her at 
different times were Mrs. Axel Pearson, Miss Cathy 
Phillips, Miss.Lois Ringland and Miss Faye Burnell. 
Mrs. Morley Cornish became leader in September 1970 
until the group closed in June of 1974. 

One brownie highlight was in 1966 when the A.C.T. 
amateur night was held in Rapid City on October 23. 
They won first place for bringing in the most money. 
They then went to Brandon for the playoffs which were 
broadcast on the radio and placed third. 

In centennial year, 1967, brownies and guides all 
across Canada planted Schubert Chokecherry trees. 
The local brownies planted theirs on the south side of 
the Legion Memorial grounds where they are still 
growing. 

RAPID CITY FIGURE SKATING CLUB 
The Rapid City Figure Skating Club was organized 

in 1964. Mrs. Lois Simpson as first president and Mrs. 
May Lee Scott as Secretary Treasurer. Pat Carr was 
authorized to hire the first professional Instructor, 
who was Mrs. Jean Beaton of Brandon who at that 
time was, \lead Pro. in The Brandon Figure Skating 
ClUb. Succeeding Pros. have been: Patti Carr 
(Elvers), Cathy Bayes, Minnedosa, Ellen Matheson, 
Nancy Birch, Michelle Ardron, Brandon, Allan 
Christie, Sparon Bayes (Westwood), Rapid City. 

First Skaters: Sharon Bayes, Barbara Bayes, Linda 
Bayes, Laura Burr, Judy Carr, Bonnie Carr, Allan 
Christie, Shiela Greig, Barbara Hales, Kathy Hynd
man, Laura Kemp, Cathy McKinnon, Karen Miller, 
Sharon Pangman, Sandy Pangman, Kathy Sample, 
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Betty Sample, Jennifer Sample, Sheryl Simpson, Cin
dy Stanick, Nancy Scott, Susan Scott, Norma Sharpe, 
Linda Terry, Lynn Waldon, Judy Waldon, Janice 
Waldon, Bunny Wright, Donna Wright, Cathy Wright. 

Norma Sharpe, Lynn Dowhan and Allan Christie 
were the first skaters to enter into Inter-Area and 
Provincial Comp~titions; attaining medals and 
trophies for single pairs. Since then Barbara Bayes, 
Jean Stanick, Wendy Borley, Shaunna Bell, Shelly 
Esplin, Scarlett and Melvin Alex, Bev. Christie have 
all brought honor to the club by way of medals and 
trophies for single and dance. Gerry and Sharon Kemp 
sponsored a trophy, after the death of Gerry's sister 
Laura, an ardent and gracefull skater. Each year Mr. 
and Mrs. Jack Kemp of Rapid City and Mr. and Mrs. 
Gerry Kemp of Brandon present the trophy in her 
memory to the skater showing poise and grace. Since 
1969 the trophy has been won by: Barbara Hales, Allan 
Christie, Sharon Bayes, Lynn Dowhan, Barbara 
Bayes, Norma Sharpe, Scarlet Alex and Lori Hender
son, Shauna BelL 

Each year a trophy is given to the skater showing 
the most improvement. It has been won by: Barbara 
Hales 1967, Wendy Borley 1968, Sheryl Simpson 1969, 
Laura Burr 1970, Cindy Stanick 1971, Bev. Christie 
1972, Debbie Dowhan 1973, Wendy Pearson 1974, 
Shauna Bell 1975, Tersa Birkinshaw 1976, Terri Miller 
1977, Andrea Playter 1978. 

At present the club is going strong under the follow
ing slate of officers; President - Mrs. Marg. Pearce, 
Vice Pres. Mrs. Jean Christie, Secretary - Mrs. 
Doris Esplin, Treas. - Mrs.' Audrey Vivier, Pro. 
Instructor - Ron Kaiser of Brandon. The writers of 
this brief history were in the founding of the club. We 
have done this from memory and beg forgiveness for 
any errors or omissions. We wish the best for the club 
and "Good Skating". 

Respectfully submitted; 
Mrs. Jean Christie 

Mrs. Vivian Sharpe 

SKATING RINK - submitted by M. Stefaniuk 
Residents of the town and district have just reason 

to feel proud of their skating rink and hockey arena. 
The rink was opened January 18, 1964. Rev. G. G. 
Harris was guest speaker at the opening ceremonies, 
and Ben Christie Sf. cut the ribbon to officially open 
the new rink. In appreciation of the many hours Mr. 
Christie had spent on work at the rink since it started, 
Rev. Harris, on behalf of the Skating Rink Committee, 
presented him with a watch. 

This building was really Rapid City's fourth rink, 
enclosed or open air. From records and interviews 
with pioneers, it was established that the first rink was 
built near 1900 between the C.P.R. tracks and north of 
the river, east of the present highway. There was curl
ing in the center and the skaters used the ice around 
the curling sheets. Following this, the skaters and 
hockey players were given the center portion while the 
curlers used the ice at each side. There was a two
storey waiting room with the ladies using part of the 
main floor as their dressing room while the second 
floor was used by the men and the band. A band 



provided the music for the skaters. Some of the 
bandsmen were: S. Hopper, J. Todd, B. Lyne, T. Dyer, 
E. Gardiner, E. S. Gardiner, G. Hindson, W. Holden, 
G. Rook, T. Boyce, F. Rook, T. Wells, E. Hopper, A. 
Lundy and S. Smith. Records also show that in 1884, 
J. McCartney was elected Captain and W. Currie 
Secretary Treasurer of the hockey club, so they are 
presumed to have played on the river ice. 

The second rink (enclosed) was erected at the cor
ner of 5th Avenue and 4th Street, just east of the school 
(now a museum and library), in 1903. It remained in 
use until 28 August 1916, a wind storm demolished the 
building. From 1916 until 1921 an open air rink was 
opened on the same site, the river was used. The open 
air rink lasted until the early forties, when again the 
river was utilized. 

In 1946, the area just east of the present day loca
tion of the Legion Gardens, was levelled and flooding 
began of the open air rink. There it remained until the 
new structure was built in 1963. 

Mention should be made of a most interesting game 
held in 1913, when the Moline Ant Eaters beat the 
Rapid City Swashbucklers three to two. With names 
like that, no wonder the crowd was a good size! 
Lineups were: Ant Eaters - Sherritt, H. English, G. 
Porteous, J. English, J. Maxwell, H. Gardiner, and E. 
Soldan. Swashbucklers A. Sharpe, G. Mills, J. 
Nevins, C. Sample·, T. Ramsay, F. Newitt, F. Gar
diner. 

After the new rink was completed in 1963, there 
were several firsts since then for the center: 

First hockey tournament in the new arena was won 
by Minnedosa who beat the Rockets. 

First carnival on March 20, 1964. 
Moline defeated the Jets in first intermediate 

series. 
First all girls' game had the High School defeating 

the Junior girls three to one. 
First broomball game saw a C.J.A.T.C. team win

ning seven to zero. 
First Rapid City Intermediate team to play in the 

arena were the Hornets the lineup was: M. Miller -
goal; T. Simpson, L. Terry, K. Waldon, D. Bell, A. 
Stone, A. Burnell, D. Greig, E. Kostecki, K. McCurdy, 
J. Anderson, D. Young and D. Bolton. And the Jets, 
their lineup was: D. Rainkie goal; J. Lumsden, K. 

Rapid City Hockey Team, 1950. 
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Sample, M. Stefaniuk, L. Downey, M. Titanich, A. 
Simpson, L. Birkinshaw, C. Christie, R. Tole, K. 
Henderson, H. Hyndman, D. Jones. 

First Old Timer team formed in 1975. 
First Ringette girls' team formed in 1977. 
The Old Timers team is providing a pleasing brand 

of hockey which features no body contact and no slap 
shots. It seems to indicate that violence is not 

Rapid City Old Timers Hockey Team, 1978. Left to 
right, back row; Lorne Lilly, Morris Stefaniuk, Louie 
Lafonta ine, Ed Fedak, Ken Hyndman, Pete Mc I roy, 
Ron Rioux, Ernie Kotyluk, Cece Kennedy, Ken 
Waldon. Front row; Ken Kelley, Hendry Smith, Bill 
Waldon, Baldy Scott, Roger Manziuk. Missing Art 
Peters. 

The two oldest players in the Old Timers hockey 
league, Walter Scott 72 from Rapid City and Ossie 
Lauder 63 from Elphingstone. 

necessary to have fun and to attract crowds. To date 
the team has won most of its games even against 
younger opposition. Part of the 1977 carnival was a 
game between the Neepawa Senior Girls' team and the 
Rapid City Old Timers which featured fast skating? 
goals, a lot of holding and a demonstration by a few of 



the wives of the players who protested their husbands 
involvement in the holding penalties! The present Old 
Timer team includes: C. Smith goal, P. McElroy, 
E. Kotyluk, L. Lilly, M. Stefaniuk, C. Christie, L. 
Lafontaine, R. Manzuik, D. MacDougall, K. Kelly, C. 
Kennedy, E. Fedak, and a line that has played together 
for many years, K. Waldon, A. Peters, Bill Waldon, 
and Walter Scott who plays and manages at age 
seventy-two (a remarkable record). 

During the winter of 1977-78, a girls' ringette team 
was formed with the purpose of representing the area 
in the Manitoba Winter Games in Dauphin. The team 
consists of K. Martens - goal, K. Peters, S. Knapp, J. 
Waldon, K. Belcher, Janice Waldon, D. Witter, D. 
Cameron, S. Sparrow, D. Dowhan with Bob Christie as 
coach. The team lost a close game to Brandon in 
Carberry where the regional games were held. Un
daunted they defeated the same Brandon team during Rapid City, skating rink 1950. 

Rapid City Pee-Wee hockey team 1971, Back row left to right, Don Ironside, Craig Pearson, Glen Bell, Bob 
Christie, Alex Northam, Kevin Esplin. Front row, Darcy Stanick, Brian Simpson, Max Bell, Ted Borley,Jerry 
Kollesavitch, Steve Garbutt, Paul Dick. Standing in rear coach Laurence Bell. . 
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the carnival in 1978. Later in the month, they met the 
Old Timers but out-muscled, out-managed and out
shot, they lost. 

Since the official opening on January 18, 1964, the 
rink has been an active place during the winter 
months. The committee of 1964 proceeded to protect 
the building with a $30,000.00 fire policy (updated to 
$50,000.00 in 1976, set the door admission at 25¢ (same 
price as charged at a show in the late 1890's) and hired 
C. Christie as caretaker at $200.00 per month. 

A highlight in 1965 was the installation of sewer 
lines with the curling and skating rink clubs sharing 
the cost. 

It has been difficult at times to obtain the services 
of a caretaker for the rink with much of the respon
sibility on the shoulders of Ben Christie at a very 
nominal pay scale. 

Toboggan races held in conjunction with the 1969 
carnival proved a success although much organization 
was involved. 

In 1970, the curling club and skating club entered 
into a contract with the town to supply water to the 
building. Costs of installation were shared by both 
clubs. 

An asset to the rink was the construction of an up
stairs waiting room with kitchen, washrooms and a 
public address system room. This greatly improved 
the seating capacity and the new kitchen location 
resulted in a more pleasant and cleaner eating facility. 
Also the waiting room has been popular as a meeting 
place for various organizations. 

By 1972, the admission had finally increased from 
25¢ to 35¢ and a further increase to 50¢ in 1976. Also in 
order to raise money for various projects and to pay 
for daily operations, a rink lottery was established in 
1973. It wasn't a rival for the Provincial or Western 
lottery but it did give the citizens a chance to aid the 
rink and to hopefully win at the same time. 

In 1973, the rink entered the electronic age when the 
Coke Company installed a time clock. The results have 
been appreciated but frequent break downs since 1976 
have bothered the rink as well as making it rather ex
pensive. 

Hard hit by the escalating hydro costs, the rink met 
with hydro officials who attempted to explain why the 
rink should pay for hydro not used. This demand billing 
meant that the rink would pay for hydro at a highrate 
throughout the year even during the summer months. 

Progress (an expensive one) was evident in the 
1977-78 season when the rink committee purchased an 
ice flooding machine. This of course, necessitated in 
the construction of a shed (later found to be lacking in 
fire standards) to house the machine and the water 
tank (now heated by gas). No doubt the machine has 
made the ice conditions better and released the 
caretaker from the chore of pushing the flooding 
machine by hand. Regrettable, though, was the fact 
that the cost, previously estimated at a low figure, es
calated beyond expectation. 

The Rapid City Rink has been enjoyed by all and 
hopefully will continue to function well in order to 
provide a home for minor, intermediate and Old Timer 
hockey, figure skaters, ringette and for the general 
public. 
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Carnivals in the past number of years have 
provided fun and excitement for many people. Also 
they have provided the rink with funds and many 
thanks are due to those girls and ladies who have spent 
much energy and time in order to help the rink. 

The following is a list of carnival Queens and 
Princesses with train bearers, since 1950. 

Queen are named first, then princesses followed by 
train bearers. 
1950 
Marion Ramsey (Waldon) 
Roya Campbell (Anderson) 
Donna Grant (Machovac) 
Dianne Hickling 
Pamela Gardiner 
1951 
Norma Basler (Christie) 
Dorreen Martin (Smith) 
Beverly Hotham (Waldon) 
Patty Carr (Elvers) 
Sandra Munn 
1952 No Carnival 
1953 
Lena Martens (Neufeld) 
Joyce Moffat (Espey) 
Joyce Neilson (Campbell) 
Faye Burnell (Cornish) 
Leslie Sample 
1954 
Shirley Haslen (Burnstell) 
Sheila Argo (Sharpe) 
Barbara Hales (Wilson) 
Shirley Radsma (Turton) 
Dianne Harrower (Evans) 
1955 
Patsy McLeod (Gordon) 
Audrey Northcott (Peters) 
Janet Martin (Smith) 
Kathy Begg 
Beverley Peters 
1956 
Sonya VanDricht (Ramsey) 
Marjorie Wilson 
Wynn Cornish 
Alexe Haslen (Jones) 
Pat Flanigan 
1957 
Dianne Downey (Ironside) 
Irene Smith 
Shirley McKay 
Kathy Hyndman 
Louise McCoy 
1958 
Marjorie Sturman (Wilson) 
Lorna Taylor 
Myrna Warwaruck (Symonds) 
Bev Hamnett 
Lynn Waldon (Klym) 
1959 
Zena Titanich (Campbell) 
Florence Chambers (Irvine) 
Jean McCallum 
Barbara Northam (Peters) 
Margo Christie (Eckberg) 



1960 
Vinetta English 
Jean Cornish 
Heather Mundell (Moore) 
Kathy McKinnon 
Patsy Phillips 
1961 
Jo-Ann Downey (Ironside) 
Penny Terry (Buckingham) 
Jean Shelvey 
Heather Westwood (Wells) 
Barbara Hales (Forsyth) 
1962 
Judy McTavish (Downey) 
Patty Carr (Elvers) 
Pat Northam (Moore) 
Susan Smith (Jewar) 
Sharon Bayes (Westwood) 
1963 
Maria Posthumas (Glanfield) 
Myrna Sibbald (Bayes) 
Sandra Evans 
Judy Greer 
Sheryl Simpson (Saler) 
1964 
Lorna Wright (Bayes) 
Margaret English (Scribner) 
Leslie Sample 
Judy Blake (Esplin) 
Cheryl Chase 
Laura Burr 
1965 
Merle McKinnon (Arbuckle) 
Judy McDonald 
Sheila Greig 
Linda Christie 
Sandra Soldan 
Sandra Pangman 
Debbie Rainkie 
1966 
Bernice Smith 
Faye Burnell (Cornish) 
Lynn Bollman 
Margaret Smith 
Jean Stanick 
Linda Dureski 
1967 
Kathy Hyndman 
Sharon Jackson (Parkins) 
Donna Moad 
Maureen McFadden 
Sophia Hindsburg 
Denise Stefaniuk 
1968 
Gwenda Templeton 
Linda Northam (Black) 
Beverly Peters 
Judy Tulloch 
Beverly Christie 
Joanne Saler 
1969 
Lynda Terry 
Janice McLean (Meadows) 
Lorna Miller (McFadden) 
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Lois Ross 
Shawna Bell 
Lee Evans 
1970 
Lynn Waldon (Klym) 
Verna Stelmack 
Muriel Northcott 
Veronica Winsor 
Debbra Underhill 
1971 
Sheryl Simpson (Saler) 
Barbara Hales (Forsyth) 
Arleigh Speed 
Lisa Albequeroue 
Lisa Belcher 
1972 
Lynn Dowhan 
Jenifer Sample 
Maria Dick 
Carol Northam 
1973 
Karen Miller (Branston) 
Barbara Bayes (Hales) 
Gwen Northam 
Karen Esplin 
Dianna Paul 
1974 
Rhonda Evans 
Marcia Christie 
Norma Sharpe (White) 
Regan Mowbray 
Tracey Hales 
1975 
Mystery King - Henry Sylvester 
Mystery Queen - Gladys Simpson 
1976 

No Queen chosen. Teresa Birkinshaw was crowned 
for being the most improved figure skater of Rapid 
City Figure Skating Club. 
1977 
Debbie Dowhan 
Sandra Pangman 
Shirley Bayes 
1978 
Kathy Stefaniuk 
Karen Belcher 
Jean Stanick 

RAPID CITY MUSEUM - by M. Stefaniuk 
On June 23, 1973, a ribbon cutting ceremony was 

held signifying the opening of the Rapid City Museum. 
What were the events leading to this rather unique 
event? What prompted some citizens of Rapid City and 
district to spend countless hours collecting, catalogu
ing, painting" renovating and performing a multitude 
of other tasks? What possessed them to look back into 
history and honour those who had come before them? 
How does a museum start? Here then is the story of 
Rapid City museum. 

At the monthly meeting of the council of October, 
1972, it was casually mentioned by Councillor 
Stefaniuk that the Rolling River School Division was 
planning to close the old brick school and move the 



Rapid City Public School (now Library and 
Museum). 

pupils to the new school just a block away. Would the 
structure be torn down or sold and forgotten? Would 
the School Board be willing to sell or give the building 
to be used for a museum? Consequently, after some 
discussion, the secretary-treasurer was instructed to 
write to the school board expressing the council's 
desire to obtain the school. Some time later, the board 
replied that the building in question would be sold to 
the town for the sum of one dollar. Opportunities like 

Rapid City Museum. 
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these don't come too often. The offer was accepted and 
Morris Stefaniuk was appointed to further pursue the 
matter. Letters and phone calls to Winnipeg and ot
tawa followed in a steady stream from then on. Pleas 
were made for establishment grants and for 
assistance in setting up a museum. Replies from the 
National Museum in Ottawa suggested contacts with 
Manitoba Museum of Man and Nature in Winnipeg, 
who would provide information in organizing such an 
undertaking. Subsequently, Mr. D. Ross, Museum Ad
visor, offered his experience for Rapid City's pur
poses. A meeting was held with the council and Mr. 
Ross on January of 1973. After accompanying Mr. M. 
Stefaniuk on a first hand look at the school, Mr. Ross 
felt that it would be certainly worthwhile to apply to 
both the federal and provincial governments for finan
cial and informational assistance. Application was 
therefore made to the provincial government for an 
operating grant. We were advised by J. D. McFarland, 
Chief Interpretation Services, that our audited 
museum statement had to be enclosed. This left coun
cil in a quandry. How could a financial report be sent if 
the museum was not yet in existence? To make a long 
story short, Mr. J. D. McFarland promised to consider 
our request under a miscellaneous section. He also in
quired as to a possible location of a Historic Site pla
que honouring Mr. Frederick Philip Grove. Upon 
recommendation of the museum committee, a site 



Rapid City Museum. 

near the proposed museum was chosen and plans sub
mitted to Winnipeg. Meanwhile a lengthy application 
was being drafted and finally forwarded to Ottawa on 
January 26, 1973. This formal document included 
reasons for wanting a museum in Rapid City, reasons 
for a grant needed, historical significance of Rapid 
City and a proposal to renovate the school bUilding. It 
wasn't too long after this that a Miss F. Dale Hayes 
contacted the town by phone and arranged to meet 
council to further discuss their plans for a museum. 
This meeting took place on February 26, 1973 and also 
a tour of the building. 

To further gather information, a survey was sent 
out to all known museums in Manitoba. A good 
response further added to developing plans. Things 
started to happen after Miss Haye's visit. David Ross, 
in further correspondence, mentioned her favourable 
impressions of the town and their plans. He also 
suggested plans for a library be further followed and 
that contacts be made with the Winnipeg Art Gallery 
for possible future art shows. So far so good! The only 
problem was that correspondence was slow and 
questions were many. To bring matters to a head, 
Morris Stefaniuk travelled to Winnipeg on March 26th 
and met with Mary E. Bayer, Assistant Deputy 
Minister, Mr. D. Ross, Peter Hanlon, Library Director 
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and several other assistants. The trip proved to be 
most beneficial in terms of expert assistance and en
couragement to continue with the now becoming hec
tic project. 

A letter of April 17 /73 from Miss Hayes, indicated 
more information would be required before our sub
mission could be considered. Thus on May 4/73, a 
seven page reply was drafted and returned to Ottawa. 
While the total report cannot be mentioned here, some 
of the topics answered were: exhibit space, governing 
body, community support, use of building as a cultural 
centre, future projects such as library and historical 
book, source of funding and a promise to follow the 
aims of the National Museum. 

It seems rather hilarious now to think of it but the 
museum opening was set for June 23, 1973 and Coun
cillor Stefaniuk was still writing letters to anybody and 
everybody. Some of the recipients of said letters were 
writing in return. Mr. J. McFarland was busy prepar
ing invitations to the unveiling of the Grove Plaque and 
wanted a list of one hundred names or so for mailing -
only a hundred, did he say? By May 30th he had his list. 
He also had our plans for refreshments, person to give 
the invocation, newspaper coverage and so on. Then, 
as if things were not already in a turmoil, Mr. 
McFarland suggested that the plaque might be late in 



Opening of museum 1973, left to right Mayor Harold Hyndman, T. L. Fox former teacher, Morris Stefaniuk, 
Heather Westwood. 

Opening of museum, 1973. 
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arriving!! Who said starting a museum was easy and 
fun? 

A boost for publicity was provided by Kay Rowe of 
the Brandon Sun. She travelled to Rapid City and inter
viewed several people, including O. Stone and M. 
Stefaniuk, about the museum beginnings and opening 
day and future plans. 

Meanwhile, on the home front, a beehive of activity 
centered on the school rooms. Painting, collecting ar
ticles, printing cards, painting the main sign, catalogu
ing and a host of other tasks occupied many an even
ing. Marcia Christie designed the area and flower beds 
where the plaque was to be set. Things were looking up 
but the deadline was drawing nearer. At this pOint in 
time, it just doesn't seem possible that a few people 
could have done so much. Would you believe we were 
still cataloguing items the night before the opening? 

Saturday, June 23rd, 1973. Now the citizens of Rapid 
City and district were to have their moment of glory. 
The day was warm and sunny; the plaque had arrived 
around eleven a.m. so what could go wrong? Nothing 
did and at 2:00 p.m. Mayor Hyndman chaired the open
ing. Reverend G. G. Harris presented the Invocation, 
with speakers Craig Stewart, M.P., David Blake, 
M.L.A., George McLean for the Chamber of 
Commerce, Marcia Christie, a student, and represen
tatives from the government and museum boards. 
They all expressed congratulations to those present for 

a job well done. The ribbon was held by Mr. T. L. Fox, 
a former teacher, and Heather Westwood, a former 
student, and was cut by Morris Sefaniuk. The museum 
was now officially opened to the public. The unveiling 
of the plaque honouring F. Grove was performed by 
Mrs. Edna Esplin, a former student of the famous 
author. Following the ceremony, the public was in
vited to tour the museum and to share in the 
refreshments served by the ladies. 

However, the story is not yet complete. In case you 
are wondering, yes, our grant from Ottawa of some 
$3,250.00 (for materials only) was approved. Later that 
fall of 1973, an application to the Local Initiative 
Program was successful and the town received $8,-
200.00 for labour. Men hired to renovate the school to 
house the library and museum were; Charlie Christie, 
Bob Hyndman, Ed Anderson. Stan Haslen installed the 
furnace while Alex Ross worked on the electrical 
aspect of the project. 

On 19 March, 1974 a meeting was held in the town 
office where the town declared its involvement with 
the museum was to be passed on to a committee 
formed by the people. The first officers of the museum 
were: 

President - Morris Stefani uk 
Vice-Pres. - Margaret Northam 
Sec. Treas. - Donna Henderson 
Publicity - Grace Terry 

Mrs. Alex Esplin unveiling the Plaque in honor of Frederick Philip Grove, 1973. 
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Fund Raising -- Norma Christie and Dan 
Kollesavich 

Daily Operations -- Jan Kollesavich and Bev 
Waldon 

Classification -- Eva Rousell 
One highlight arising from an 11 April, 1964 meeting 

was a request that the Chamber of Commerce erect a 
sign on No. 10 highway advertising Rapid City. 
Another decision made was to keep the ball diamond 
there for use by the ball clubs. The Town Council was 
also in favour and passed similar sentiments. The 
museum committee was favoured by three young peo
ple from the Winnipeg Museum who presented a dis
cussion on oral history technique. 

Officers of 1975 were: 
President -- Morris Stefaniuk 
Vice-Pres. -- Margaret Northam 
Sec. Treas. - Bev Waldon 
Publicity -- Grace Terry 
Daily Operations Mavis Stefaniuk 
Grounds John Northam 
Classification -- Eva Rousell 
Membership - Roberta Grist 
During this year spruce seedlings were planted. 

Gerry Waldon worked on oral tapes with interviews of 
local residents. A tape recorder was purchased. The 
museum and library had a booth at the local fair and it 
seems this display was well received. Later on the 
museum showed a pioneer film, "A Glimpse of Yester
years," in addition to the museum opening film in the 
local school on 16 November, 1975. 

In 1976 the officers stayed the same with the excep
tion of classification. Ted Millar from Altona 
presented a talk on how to write a history of our town. 
He quoted prices depending on size of book, format and 
other factors. 

The membership blitz was becoming popular and a 
good way for members to raise funds. As well, it gave 
the citizens a chance to feel part of the museum. Raf
fle of quilts also proved a good way to raise funds. 

The museum was the recipient of an award 
presented by the West-Man Tourist Association for 
their outstanding contribution to the preservation of 
history. The award was accepted by Morris Stefaniuk. 

Fire insurance was set at $30,000.00. Lawn mowers 
purchased from Irvine Christie, soon were used to 
beautify the grounds. A washroom was installed in one 
of the cloakrooms; thus making it more convenient for 
the public. 

In 1977 attendance was very low at the annual 
meeting. 

One fascinating topic of discussion centred on the 
fact that our annual 1976 museum grant cheque 
arrived in March, 1977 after having been processed in 
31 August, 1976. It seems our cheque was "lost" on 
somebody's desk for some time. 

The Wildlife hoped to place a display of animals 
and/or pelts in the museum. Bingo, run by the museum 
committee at the local fair, proved most entertaining 
and popular. 

More trees were planted replacing those ripped out 
by some unknown persons in 1976. 

The officers for 1977 were: 
President - Morris Stefaniuk 
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Vice Pres. -- Margaret Phillips 
Sec. Treas. - Bev Waldon 
Grounds -- Morris Stefaniuk 
Membership -- Mavis Stefaniuk 
Daily Operation -- Jean McCallum 
The Local Initiative Program grant saw exhibits 

tagged, numbered and records updated. An old 
telephone line was sold to the Town who in turn gave 
all the old insulators to the Museum. 

The telephone building was donated to the town who 
gave it to the museum. The building was moved to a 
site west of the Museum by Harms Movers from 
Roseisle, Manitoba on 8 November, 1977. The Royal 
Bank donated the old tellers cage and counter. 

The museum is growing with more items arriving 
yearly. Hopefully we will be able to obtain McBride 
School for placement on the museum grounds. This 
completes the story to date. We hope the local citizens 
will continue to support the museum committee. 

RAPID CITY REGIONAL LIBRARY - submitted by 
Margaret Northam 

The establishing of Rapid City Regional Library in 
1974 was the result of a great deal of ground work and 
negotiations with local and provincial governments. 
An attempt had been made previously by Mrs. Len 
Borley and Mr. Hugh Wright which created interest in 
the possibility of a local library. The possibility was 
made a probability and then a fact, due to the op
timistic and positive approach of Morris Stefani uk. 

In March, 1973, Morris met with Mr. Peter Hanlon, 
Director of Public Library Services, to discuss 
procedures that were necessary to form a regional 
library. On April 27, Mr. Hanlon examined the top 
floor of the old brick school and met with interested 
citizens. Present at this meeting were: Morris 
Stefaniuk, Roberta Grist, Hugh and Ann Wright, 
Walter Scott, Grace Terry, Jean McCallum and 
Margaret Northam. Following this meeting a petition 
was circulated among the residents of town and 
municipality. On October 3rd, Morris met with the 
members of the council of the Rural Municipality of 
Saskatchewan and at this meeting a by-law was in
troduced to establish a regional library in Rapid City. 
The town of Rapid City council introduced a similar 
by-law on January 4th, 1974. 

The second floor of the school, that was built in 
1902, required some renovations to accommodate the 
library. This work was accomplished by a Local 
Initiative Program Grant from the federal govern
ment. The cloak rooms were removed, shelves were 
built on the three outside walls of the west room and 
carpet was laid. Charlie Christie was foreman on this 
project with Alex Brown, Bob Hyndman, Dave Luker 
and Ed Anderson working with him. 

The first library board was formed by each council 
appointing three people to serve on it. Those named 
were: Morris Stefaniuk and George McLean represen
ting the two councils, Mrs. Kay Mowbray and Mrs. 
Eva Rousen representing the town rate payers, and 
Mrs. Margaret Templeton and Allan Westwood 
representing the municipality rate payers. Morris 
Stefaniuk was appointed chairman. 



First Rapid City Regional Library Board, 1974. 
Left to right; Allan westwood, George McLean, 
Morris Stefaniuk, Margaret Templeton, Margaret 
Northam, Kay Mowbray. Missing Eva Rousell. 

The new library board met for the first time on 
April 18th at which time they advertised for a person 
to be in charge of the library. On April 27th, Margaret 
Northam was hired. 

The library at this time consisted of empty shelves 
and a few boxes of donated books. Book orders were 
sent, and with personal shopping, as well as many 
more donations, we soon had books on the shelf. Those 
empty shelves were a constant challenge and it was a 
very gratifying milestone reached when it was 
necessary to add new shelving. 

The first books were loaned out in July but the of
ficial opening was held on November 2nd, 1974. Ap
proximately one hundred people were present to hear 
Reverend G. G. Harris deliver the invocation. Morris 
Stefaniuk, George McLean and Mayor Harold Hynd
man spoke on behalf of the councils and the town. 
Special guests, Tom Dent, Federal government L.I.P., 
and Peter Hanlon, Director of Libraries, Manitoba, 
brought greetings from their departments. Mr. Wes 
Pentland, Reeve of Elton Municipality, presented the 
library with a copy of the history of that municipality. 
Mr. Craig Stewart, M.P., was unable to attend but sent 
a picture that was presented by Mayor Hyndman. 
Margaret Northam cut the symbolic ribbon and the 
library was officially opened. 

The library board has had a few changes since 1974. 
Mrs. Eva Rousell moved to Winnipeg in 1975 and Mrs. 
Kay Mowbray to Waskada in 1976. Mrs. Donna 
Gunnlaugson served for one year to replace Eva. The 
present board consists of: Morris Stefaniuk, Chair
man, Allan Westwood, Vice-Chairman, George 
McLean, Mrs. Margaret Templeton, Mrs. Pat Michie 
and Mrs. Pamela Hyndman. Margaret Northam 
serves as secretary-treasurer. 

The library currently has four hundred ninety-eight 
members and these members are actively using its 
services. I{s libraries are now more than books and 
silence, we are providing a centre for recreation in 
reading, crafts and cultural endeavours and look 
forward to further serving the area in years to come. 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT - submitted by Earl Hotham 
Throughout the years from the incorporation in 

1883, Rapid City has had various methods and pieces of 
equipment for fighting fires. From the earliest method 
of extinguishing a blaze, (which consisted of many 
men with many buckets and later a horse drawn tank) 
Rapid City progressed to a chemical engine. 

The chemical engine (purchased in 1905) had two 
steel tanks with cast ends which held approximately 40 
gallons (181 L) of liquid and produced 150 lbs. of 
pressure when sulfuric acid, baking soda and water 
were mixed together. At the top of the machine was a 
lead bottle whose cork was removed to let out the acid. 

One of Rapid City early fire engines. 

One tank was normally used while the other was being 
refilled. A hose 150 feet (46m) was made of 1112 inches 
(4cm) rubber. The engine was horse drawn and had 
wheels somewhat heavier than democrat wheels. The 
pails of baking soda were stored under the front bench
type seat while the hoses were kept at the back. This 
machine worked fairly well in confined areas as it 
reduced the oxygen supply but did not work in larger 
areas. The first man with his team to get to the fire 
hall, hooked up his team and received $5.00. Of course, 
this produced a rivalry of a sort between the teams. 

The firehall, located south of the bridge and north 
of the present day Queen's Hotel (2nd Ave. and 5th St.) 
measured around 20 by 30 feet (6m x 9m). On the out
side was a glass case with a key inside. When the glass 
was broken, the key was taken out and the front doors 
unlocked. Then the bell was rung and the chemical 
engine was made ready for the team of horses. The 
bell was on top of the building and protected by its own 
shingled roof. 

When the day of the fire engine was past, Council 
purchased a motorized fire engine (with a snowplow 
attachment on front) from War Assets in 1947. This 
unit was housed in the new fire hall and town office 
(corner of 2nd Ave. and 4th St. just west of the Legion 
Gardens) which had been purchased in 1934. A siren 
replaced the old bell and could be operated from the 
Town hall and the telephone office. 

This fire engine, a 1940 Ford model, holds 400 



Rapid City new and old fire engines with fire chief Murray Pangman. 

gallons (1820L) of water and came equipped with a 
front-mounted pump since removed. 

After many years of service, the old fire engine was 
no longer able to adequately protect the growing town 
in case of fire. Council was able to purchase a 1953 
GMC unit from Brandon Fire Department. It also 
holds 400 gallons (1820L) numerous hoses and other 
equipment. To improve the fire fighting capacity, air 
tanks and breathing apparatus were purchased. Both 
the newer and older fire engine are stored in the fire 
hall next to the Town Office. 

Fire Chiefs have always played an important part 
in the fire protection in Rapid City. The following is a 
list of fire chiefs or men assigned to care for the equip
ment. 

1911-12 Jack Manley (livery stable owner) and John 
Flaws (machine shop) were in charge of the fire 
engine. 

Since then E. Hotham, O. Stone, G. Phillips, G. E. 
Haslen, T. Simpson, M. Pangman have all served 
terms as fire chiefs. 

Briefly then, this is the history of the fire depart
ment of Rapid City. It is certainly a credit to the 
department and to the citizens of the Town, that fire 
losses have been kept to a minimum since the last 
major fire at Soldan's Garage in 1960. 
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BANKING IN RAPID CITY - contributed by Lyn 
Lunsted (Mrs.) Archivist 

The history of the Royal Bank of Canada in 
Manitoba originates with the opening of a branch of 
the Union Bank of Canada in Winnipeg in 1882. By the 
time the Union Bank was absorbed by The Royal Bank 
of Canada in 1925, there are 329 branches, most of 
them in the Prairies. 

Royal Bank Staff 1918, left to right, Eddie Turiff, 
Ruby Power, Lionel Wool combe, Sophie Gardner, 
Charlie McNeil. 



The Union Bank of Canada pioneered banking in the 
west. They opened in many very small settlements un
der rugged conditions. Often these places were miles 
from the railway lines and travel to a given point was 
by oxcart, horse, riverboat or whatever was available. 
Apart from personal luggage, a bank official had to 
take along all the equipment necessary to set up a 
branch - stationery, ledgers, ink, and sometimes 
cash. 

The manager or officer-in-charge was responsible 
for acquiring space for the bank on his arrival. Often 
this space was at first a part of a grocery store or even 
a saloon. If there was no safe available, he slept with 
the money. If he could rent premises he had to keep 
the branch going stoking the stove, keep oil in the 
lamps, shovel the snow and usually take care of his 
own quarters which were on the same premises. 

From the Minute Books, Union Bank of Canada, 
August 11, 1902: "It was decided to open Branches of 
the Bank at Russell, Birtle, Rapid City and Wolseley 

" 
The Union Bank of Canada purchased a private 

bank of D. A. Hopper in 1902 and opened their branch 
in August of that year. The manager of the private 
bank, Mr. S. T. Hopper was retained as the branch 
manager. -It should be noted that before the 
chartered banks moved into the west, there were no 
proper banking facilities. Sometimes wealthy 
businessmen set up their own banks to lend money and 
perform basic functions. When the chartered banks did 
eventually get there, they found it was easier just to 
buyout these men, since they were already es
tablished and had their own premises and clientel. 
They were then kept on as managers. 

No record exists of the original building but in 1906 
the Union Bank built the premises which are still being 
used by the bank. The building has been remodelled to 
update the facilities. 

Two sub offices operated out of Rapid City - Car
dale and McConnell, around 1920. The exact dates are 
unknown. 

Personnel ledgers of the Union Bank list the follow
ing personnel: William Clarence Campbell, ledger 
keeper, (1920); C. H. R. Gregory, teller accountant, 
(1912-1914); Oliver Power, Junior, (1915-1916). 

(please note that these are not necessarily the dates 
these men were at Rapid City, they are the dates I 
have records for. They could have been there for much 
longer time periods. 

MANAGERS, Rapid City 
S. T. Hopper, 1902-June 1, 1906; G. J. Hunter, June 

1, 1906 September 11,1907; F. S. Lewis, September 
1907-1910; L. Woolcombe, 1910-1925; H. R. McClung, 
January 22, 1925 - June 30, 1938; J. W. Fowlie, June 
1938 - June 23, 1940; C. A. Roberts, June 19, 1940 -
May 10, 1944; J. H. McIntosh, May 8,1944 - May 21, 
1948; J. W. Young, May 17, 1948 September 19,1948 
(died); S. W. Taylor, October 12, 1948 - October 21, 
1951; A. W. Brown, October 16, 1951 - January 31, 
1954; A. Wilson, January 26,1954 - March 31,1957; D. 
G. Crossman, March 28, 1957 - May 7, 1959; J. F. 
Bailey, April 28, 1959 - July 27, 1960; R. E. Tole, 
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Royal Bank Staff 1978; left to right, Don Bettof, 
Mildred Stanick, Pat Michie, Faye Cornish. 

August 8,1960 - August 1965; A. K. Flett, August 1965 
November 1970; J. C. Hueston, November 2,1970-

August 1973; W. J. Mowbray, August 23, 1973 -
December 1976; D. M. Bettof, December 6, 1976. 

RAPID CITY TELEPHONE - submitted by Dorothy 
Young 

June 2, 1977; a red letter day for Rapid City and 
area residents, and the end of an era! On that day, 
Manitoba officially became 100 per cent dial when 
Rapid City's manual operation was switched over to 
automatic dial. But that day marked the end of a long 
and illustrious telephone story in Rapid City. Where 
was its beginning? 

For that story, it is necessary to travel back to 1899 
when Rapid City obtained its first telephone links. B. 
J. Thompson of Douglas, Manitoba, began to install 
telephones in a number of homes on May 18, 1899. In 
spite of no central office as yet being found, eighteen 
residents had committed themselves to receiving 
telephone service. By June 1, the telephone system 
was basically completed, although a few places had to 
wait for new phones. On October 26, a meeting of the 
stockholders was held, a chairman and secretary 
elected and proceedings started with the purpose of 
organizing the Rapid City Telephone Company. 

Mr. Thompson was offered $400.00 for the plant and 
twenty instruments. In his reply of October 31st, Mr. 
Thompson stated that he wanted $700.00 for the 
system. The directors then decided to form a joint 
stock company, and offered him $400.00 cash plus the 
rent he had received to the present time. By 
November 16th, Mr. Thompson had accepted the offer 
but no record can be found of the deal being finalized. 

Matters proceeded quite well until April 12th of 1900 
when the system was overhauled and the Central Of
fice moved to the Post Office Building. Soon all ex
pressed satisfaction with the system. 

Word was received on May 3rd of 1900 that the Bell 
Telephone Company was to construct a long distance 
system along the highway to Brandon. A branch would 
also run from Carberry to Neepawa, Minnedosa and 



other towns. The Board of Trade was urged to 
familiarize itself with the plan with the intention of 
asking Rapid City to be placed on the proposed route. 

More attempts were made to close the purchase 
deal with Mr. Thompson at a meeting on June 21,1900. 
Towards that end, a committee was formed but little 
progress was made. 

Trouble began to plague the system, namely 
through storms. On June 28th, 1900, lightning caused 
damage to the telephone system and by September 6th, 
repairs were still not completed. That's right, three 
months of no service! That either meant patience or 
resignation to the fact. Finally, Mr. Thompson spent 
several days in town repairing the system and by 
November 8th, repairs were completed. 

There is some controversy as to the exact status of 
the Rapid City Telephone Company. Several operators 
remember working for Mr. Henry Clay from 1900 to 
1910, so it is possible that he had purchased the system 
from Mr. Thompson. It is also possible that The Rapid 
City Telephone Company owned the system and had 
hired Mr. Thompson to repair it since he had installed 
the service and thus was familiar with its operation. 
Another theory is that Mr. Clay managed the system 
for the Rapid City Telephone Company. 

Regardless who owned the company, in 1906 the 
Bell Telephone Company arrived in town and began in
stallation of poles and wiring so that Rapid City would 
be linked with the rest of Canada and the world. 
Progress continued at a rapid pace; by January, poles 
reached the Town, February had wires being strung 
and by mid-April of 1906, a local exchange opened with 

Old Telephone Office. 
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thirty subscribers. H. Clay was given a position as 
local agent for the Telephone Company. 

A welcome reduction in the cost of long distance 
calls to Minnedosa from 60¢ to 25¢ in October of 1906 
pleased all customers who also appreciated the in
stallation of a new switchboard in November. Total 
number of subscribers then was thirty-five. 

By the end of 1907, Central was located in a lean-to 
in the Clay block which also housed the post office. 
During the first two years, Mr. Clay and members of 
his family were among the first operators; others 
employed by Mr. Clay at this time were, Miss 1. 
Moore, Miss J. Noble, Miss A. Brooks, N. Brown, C. 
Stone and Wm. Newton. 

It must be mentioned that there were no rural lines 
for several years and those in town were for the most 
part, in business places. In fact, numbers assigned to 
certain places remained in effect until 1956 and beyond 
(Bank No.4, Reporter No.32, Lockart, Birkinshawand 
MacIntosh No. 11, General Store No.9, Sample and 
Son No. 22 Hardware No. 13). 

The Hall block, corner of 4th street and 3rd Avenue 
housed the telephone exchange during the years 1909 to 
1920. More storm damage occured in June of 1913, 
when a vicious wind and lighting storm blew part of 
the east wall into the street. Experts from Brandon 
were needed when yet another electrical storm burned 
out wires. 

In the spring of 1920, the Warren Bakery was con
verted into a suitable home for the telephone ex
change. All work was done by the Provincial Govern
ment, who had purchased the Manitoba interests of the 



Bell Telephone Company of Canada in 1908 for $3,300,-
000.00. This proved to be the permanent home of The 
Manitoba Telephone System until the dial conversion 
in 1977. On June 17, 1920, the Hall Block which had 

housed the telephone exchange since 1909 was 
purchased by Mr. George Crookshank. 

Hard hit by the depression of the late 1930's and' 
World War II, the Manitoba Telephone System found 

Photo loft, Rapid Cily Mayor Harold Hyndman 
addresses th~ got hfrring shortly before the 
cutover, with MrS GenNa I Manoger Gordon. 
Holland bchiMI, left, .:md Me GoorSe Delanl!Y, 
Abo;;", GeQrge Deloney 'SIt::odic'i the telephone 
whil.c Mayor Hyndman p!O(C~ the first Hll1 hom 
tho new ~y~Jem to Reeve Edward Pet:.: of Mar
qtHlHe. Photo aboy!:, right Marlo- Elliot and Mar
goret Holmstrom hond 01,11 "No More Cronks." 
bvtton$ to Rapid City residents. cnleriog the 
arena fer Ihc down show, Photo rio nt, Rapid 
Cily Qren children being: erttertci/"lcd shortly be· 
fore the roost beef dinnet was served, 

Manager Operator Services Dorothy Young re-enacts the "old days" after the cutover with assis
tance from Chairman and General Manager, Gordon Holland and former General Manager Jim 
Mills, right. Mr. 8. Mrs. Mills came in from Victoria, B.C. to witness the end of the dial conversion 
program that began during his term as head of MTS. Photo right, Mayor Harold Hyndman poses 
with Rapid City operators for a farewell picture. From left, Sally Fearnley, Mary McKinnon, Ada 
Hamnet, Mayor Hyndman, Sadie Purdy, Doreen Stewart, Lorraine Hales and Bella Belcher. Seated 
at the switchboard are, foreground, Manager Operator Services, Dorothy Young and Doreen Smith. 

Telephone changeover. 
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themselves short of supplies. Women replaced men in 
repair shops, in offices and in other jobs. In Rapid Ci
ty, as everywhere else, employees made do with little, 
purchased war bonds and did their best throughout the 
difficult years. 

During these years, The Manitoba Telephone Sys
tem, in an effort to acquire more subscribers, (as 
many town and rural residents did not have tele
phones) introduced to the rural subscribers a $1.00 
a month plan. This plan was called "measured ser
vice" and will be remembered by some of the 
operators and subscribers. Every rural call handled by 
the operator had to be recorded. The subscriber was 
entitled to thirty local calls a month for this amount 
and paid for any calls over the thirty. In 1943, the local 
staff of three was reduced by one, and the regular 
operators had to pay a relief operator themselves if 
they wanted any time off. The rate of pay was 10¢ per 
hour and the night operator during the war years also 
worked for $1.00 a night, which was 1O¢ per hour for a 
ten-hour shift. 

In 1949, The Manitoba Telephone System began a 
province-wide conversion program which was planned 
to bring dial service to all Manitoba. At this point in 
time, Rapid City had 297 telephones (compared to 437 
in 1977) and was scheduled to be one of first to receive 
such alterations. However, such happening did not oc
cur until 1977, but as you will see later it paid to be 
last. 

During the summer of 1949 the System remodelled 
the lobby and operating room of the telephone office. 
The old enclosed front windows which had been used to 
display baking (when the building was a Bakery) were 
replaced by new windows and a new entrance was put 
in at the west side of the front. The wood and glass par
tition which separated the lobby and the operating 
room was taken out and a counter built to separate the 
two areas. An indoor porch was added at the entrance 
which along with the remodelling made the office 
much more comfortable. Two new light oak 
switchboards were installed at this time and they 
served until dial conversion. 

Throughout the years of operations, the staff of the 
Rapid City Exchange received recognition for their ef
forts at beautification of the building and grounds. 
Wes. Rousell, Districtman for more than thirty years, 
his assistants and all the operators over the years did 
their part in earning these awards. For receiving first 
prize for two consecutive years, 1928 and 1929, the staff 
was awarded the coveted Manitoba Telephone System 
Shield. This was presented to Mrs. Min. Basler (nee 
Waldon), who was Chief Operator at that time. Mrs. 
Basler treasures a copy of the Telephone Echo dated 
January 1930 with her picture and the story of the 
event. In 1933, the office was awarded the first prize 
for Best Kept Exterior and in 1934, the highest compli
ment was paid to the staff by the awarding of the Rose 
Bowl for Best Kept Telephone Premises in Manitoba. 
Mrs. Edith Wilson (nee Busby) was Chief Operator at 
this time. Many will remember the creative floral
filled "M.T.S." and during war time the floral-filled 
"V" for Victory and the beautiful grounds. Gratitude 
for winning these many prizes and awards over the 
years goes to the late Ernest Busby Sr., an artistic and 
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talented English gardener and long-time resident of 
Rapid City. 

By 1977, the Manitoba Telephone System had ad
vanced dramatically towards their goal of providing 
direct telephone dialing for all areas of Manitoba. Only 
three towns, Carberry, Glenboro and Rapid City were 
left and to Rapid City fell the honors and recognition 
(if it can be called as such) of being the last to receive 
the automation age. Some fifty-nine miles (ninety-five 
kilometres) of buried wire and cable were installed to 
replace deteriorated wiring. Total cost of Rapid City's 
new telecommunications network, which provides the 
437 subscribers with DDD (direct, distant, dialing), 
four-party service and dial was $286,000.00. 

One feature of the new electronic era was the 
replacing of the operator by machines. To many who 
were used to the services provided by "Central", this 
feature of the change-over was the least appreciated. 
As many stated, a machine cannot replace the per
sonal touch provided by the operator who acted as a 
social secretary at times. Many would leave word at 
the "office" as to their whereabouts for the next few 
hours or days. However, progress stops for no man (or 
woman in this case) and the loss of the operator was 
something the citizens had to accept and endure. 

Planning for the historic occasion began a number 
of weeks before the final date of June 2, 1977. Rep
presentatives from the Manitoba Telephone System 
met with citizens who represented the various 
organizations in the town. Duties were delegated to 
people who were then responsible for planning and 
carrying out their assigned tasks. 

As The Day crept closer, excitement mounted. The 
local skating rink where the barbecue supper and 
dance were to be held, was a beehive of activity. It was 
rather awesome to behold the co-operation between 
the townspeople and the Telephone System. 

In order to familiarize the residents with the proper 
procedures in operating the new phone, an information 
program was held on June 1, at 8:00 p.m. in the Legion 
HalL The evening was handled by Mr. Will and Mr. 
Burns who discussed potential problems and showed 
films. Several door prizes consisting of free long dis
tance calls were handed out to lucky ticket holders. 

June 2, 1977, the long awaited for day finally 
arrived! A reuninion tea for the operators, hosted by 
the Chamber of Commerce and held in the LO.O.F. 
Hall offered many memories for those who had been 
connecied in some manner with the telephone 
operations. Former Rapid City operators came from 
different areas of the three western provinces. A 
delicious luncheon served by the ladies of Deborah No. 
9, Rebekah Lodge added greatly to the occasion. Mr. 
Chris. Wells, President of the Chamber of Commerce 
acted as Master of Ceremonies. Greetings were 
brought by Mr. H. Hyndman, Mayor, Mr. Bill 
McGowan, General Traffic Manager, M.T.S., Win
nipeg, Mr. Jack Moran, Traffic Manager, Western 
Region, M.T.S., Brandon, and head table guests Mrs. 
Min. Basler, Mr. Earl Hotham and Mr. AU. Flanigan. 
Dorothy Young, Manager Operator Services, Rapid Ci
ty, spoke to the gathering; Dorothy, an operator since 
1947, spoke of the satisfactions of being connected with 
the change-over. While concern was expressed over 



the loss of employment, she spoke proudly and sen
timentally of the System and encouraged the operators 
to "look at the cutover as a sign of inevitable progress 
- progress that we will be glad we were a part of when 
we look back." She continued with her speech by in
troducing the Forsythe twins, Mrs. Ruby Simpson (nee 
Forsythe), Mrs. Pearl Turiff (nee Forsythe) and Mrs. 
Mildred Waldon (nee Lyne) and Mrs. Min. Basler 
(nee Waldon) who had been some of the earliest 
operators, in fact, Pearl and Ruby worked during the 
1911-1926 period. Warmest wishes were extended to all 
those present and sorrow expressed for those who 
were unable to attend the historic event. Dorothy 
closed her speech by thanking all those who made the 
day possible and for the present staff who had con
tinued to operate in spite of hectic activities preceding 
the change-over. 

At the conclusion of the ceremonies, on behalf of 
the Town of Rapid City, Mayor Hyndman presented 
gifts of engraved chrome bonbon dishes to the 
operators in appreciation of their efforts and devotion. 

Following this emotional and eventful luncheon, the 
people prepared themselves for the official 
ceremonies. Banners, buttons, balloons and T shirts 
all proclaimed the same message: No More Cranks! 
Out with the old telephones (instant collectors items) 
and in with the new! 

As of 4:30 p.m., June 2, when Rapid City was of
ficially cut over to dial, Manitoba became 100 per cent 
dial. 

To mark the end of the System's 28-year dial con
version program, celebrations were held in Rapid Ci
ty. The day, complete with marching band, clown, 
speeches, dinner and a dance was a huge success with 
more than 1,500 people, both employees and Rapid City 
residents participating. 

A joint effort between the System and the Town, 
Rapid City cutover celebrations began after some 140 
employees, pioneers and their spouses arrived in three 
chartered buses at about 3:30 p.m. By that time a 
crowd had formed, adding to the excitement. 

Leading the parade was Clarence the Clown, alias 
Kojak the Clown, alias Glenn Schneider, Public 
Relations, on his decorated bicycle. Although enter
taining most of the large crowd, he did manage to 
frighten one little fellow away. 

Close behind the clown followed the Rivers Pipe 
Band, MTS executive and a crowd of System 
employees. They marched from the Legion Hall to the 
site of the old and new exchanges where the cutover 
speeches occured. 

George Delaney, Commercial Manager and MC for 
the ceremonies, introduced speakers Gordon Holland, 
MTS Chairman and General Manager; the Mayor of 
Rapid City, Harold Hyndman and David Blake, MLA 
for Minnedosa. A visual display with flashing light in
dicated the change from manual to dial service and 
Mayor Hyndman placed the first call from the new of
fice to Reeye Edward Petz of Marquette. Marquette 
was the first community to receive dial back in 1949. 

After the cutover speeches, the crowd moved to the 
are~a grounds where the adults could rest in the 
Legion-run beer garden and the children could watch 
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the clown. As well, some members of the Rivers Band 
danced the Highland Fling for spectators. 

At the children's show, prizes were given out to the 
winners of the System-sponsored poster and essay con
test. The contest, which was handled by Morris 
Stefaniuk, a Rapid City school teacher, had the theme 
of the role of MTS in the community. Prizes included 
silver dollars and Yelly Tellys. 

Roast beef, deliciously roasted in pits by Rapid City 
residents, was the main attraction at the locally
catered dinner. The ladies of the various organizations 
who were responsible for organizing the dinner 
deserve special thanks for their time and efforts, 
resulting in the efficient way they served such a large 
crowd of people so quickly. Close to 1,700 people even
tually went through the line for dinner. 

Between the dinner and dance, speeches were made 
by Hon. Len Evans, Minister of Industry and 
Commerce; Dorothy Young, MOS, Rapid City; former 
Chairman and General Manager J. F. Mills; Mayor 
Hyndman and David Blake. Mr. Mills, who was 
General Manager in 1949 when the dial conversion 
program was begun came from Victoria, B.C. for the 
event. Bill McGowan, Pioneer President and Traffic 
Manager, made a special Pioneer presentation of 
"The Telephone Book" to Rapid City librarian 
Margaret Northam during the ceremony. The books 
are being bought through the Pioneer '77 DST project. 

Music for the dance was provided by Jimmy King 
and his Orchestra and by North Wind, a local band. 

Even Snoopy, the Pioneers talking dog, was at 
Rapid City for the celebration. He was part of the 
Brandon Pioneers display of some of the various 
Pioneer services. The display attracted a number of 
the people who were on-hand for the windup 
ceremonies. 

Co-operation is the key word behind the success of 
Rapid City celebrations. Project co-ordinator John 
Laplume, Public Relations, received more than ade
quate co-operation from both System people and Rapid 
City residents. Everyone lent a hand. Real Estate, 
Display, Plant, Engineering, Traffic and Commercial 
worked hard to make it a memorable event. 

Western Region employees who helped arrange 
things such as ambulance service; the dial conversion 
crew who helped Real Estate and Display prepare the 
arena and cutover site; the many commercial reps 
who handed out balloons and badges and numerous 
others helped make the landmark event a day to 
remember. 

A special tribute goes to Mayor Hyndman, the 
Rapid City Chamber of Commerce and the many other 
residents and organizations who pitched in on short 
notice to help out. 

Besides the people who worked directly on the 
Rapid City celebration, there are others to be thanked. 
They are the many MTS people who actually worked 
on the dial conversion project, enabling Rapid City to 
get dial service. 

Although the decorations have been removed and 
the excitement has died down, by no means is anyone 
going to forget the day that Rapid City made telephone 
history - the day Manitoba became 100 per cent diaL 



Following are the names of the men and women who worked for the 
first local Telephone Company, The Bell Telephone Company and the 
Manitoba Telephone System from June 1,1899 to June 2, 1977 and 
who served the subscribers of the Rapid City Exchange as Operators, 
Districtmen and Linemen. 

Rush Clay and members Margaret (Bray) Sanderson Sidney Luker 
of the Henry Clay family. Minnie (Waldon) Basler Henry Hales 

Jean Noble W.J. Walker Margery (Sturman) Wilson 
Allie Brooks Bill Stuart Janet (Martin) Smith 
N. E. Brown George Gardner Barbara (Hales) Wilson 
Wm. Newton Elsie (Lavendar) Taylor Vivian Kaye 
lona (Moore) McKome Nora (Busby) Northam Alf. Flanigan 
Arthur Millar Edith (Busby) Wilson Helen (Denton) Ramsey 
Myrtle (Scott) Stady May Livesley Patricia (Kooting) Sontag 
Cooper Stone J. W. Rouse!! Mary (Gardner) Hinsburg 
Pearl (Forsythe) T urriff Muriel (Watt) Wolstenholme Sonja (Van Drecht) Ramsey 
Ruby (Forsythe) Simpson Jean (Parliament) McCallum Irene Smith 
Myrtle (Forsythe) Ripple Grace (Fuller) Lindenberg Edna McDonald 
Miss McKenzie Mary (Gibbons) Gray Irene (Luker) Campbell 
Mrs. Arthur Crystal Thelma (McFarlane) Terry Vivian (Coutts) Sharpe 
Mr. Griffiths 

May (Northam) Dallinger Virginia Flett 
Edward Turriff 

Lillian (Hazelwood) Schimtke Judy (Barclay) Davison 
Arthur Dick 

Grace (Millar) Kane Marylou (Creber) Bull 
Elvin Forsythe 

Betty Pargeter Etta (Moore) Greasley 
Gus. Sample 

Jean (Hyndman) Christie Janet Kollesavich 
Earl Hotham 

Grace (Northam) Peters Norma (Basler) Christie 
Wm. Plampton 

Jack McQuinn Doreen Stewart 
Edith (McKinnon) Hotham 

Margaret (Burr) Phi!Hps Bella (Bell) Belcher 
Olive (Campbell) Devine 

Kay (Wray) McKinnon Sally (Birkinshaw) Fe'Ilmley 
Winnie Arbuthnott 

Norma (Haslen) Bartley Mary (Kroft) McKinnon 
May (Hazelwood) Rourke 

Orma (Haslen) Porter Sadie (Adams) Purdy 
Isabelle (Scott) Westaway 

Loreen (Dick) Bridger Ada (Bowers) Hamnett 
Gladys (Fontana) Stuart 

Alma (Wells) Mitchell Doreen (Martin) Smith 
Mildred (Lyne) Waldon 

Helen (Wells) Tillotson Lorraine (Nesbitt) Hales 
Helen (Lyne) Thibeault Dorothy (Fulcher) Young 



Former Rapid City telephone operators at change over to dial system. Back row left to right, Sonja Ramsay, 
Ada Hamnett, Helen Ramsay, Mary McKinnon, Janet Smith, Helen Tillotson, Alma Mitchel, Norma Christie, Vi
vian Sharpe, Mary Gray, Thelma Terry, Jean McCallum, Sadie Purdy, Lorraine Hales, Doreen Smith. Second 
,row, Jan Kollesavich, Bella Belcher, Jean Christie, Muriel Wolstenholme, Orme Porter, Norma Bartley, Barbara 
Wilson, Margaret Phillips, Grace Kane. Front row, Earl Hotham, Dorothy Young, Isabelle Westaway, Mildred 
Waldon, Ruby Simpson, Pearl Turriff, May Rourke, Etta Greasley, Nora Northam. 

OUR OPERATORS 
Mr. Walker is our district man, 
Minnie Waldon is our chief, 
Edith Busby operates by Day, 
Helen Lyne is our relief. 
And when the busy day is past, 
And stars give forth their light, 
Elsie Lavender's turn then comes round 
To operate at night. 
Twice I understand they won the shield. 
For flower pot decorators, 
But the Inspector never saw the ground. 
All they saw was the operators. 
Not that I mean they shirked their work, 
Some would say this implies 
But it is a well known fact, our girls 
Are easy on the eyes. 
How long we'll keep them, I don't know 
There are rumors in the air 
But to even hint, which one it is 
Would not be quite fair. Thos. Parker 
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EDUCATION 
PRAIRIE COLLEGE - compiled by M. Stefaniuk 

The history of education in Rapid City is as in
teresting and provoking as the history of the Town 
itself. Dr. J. Crawford, a professor in Canadian 
Literacy Institute, at Woodstock, Ontario, became 
concerned that the youth of the West should have ade
quate secular and Christian education. Because of the 
avalanche of settlers, he was also concerned that the 
churches being established would need trained 
ministers. Thus he dreamed of a place - a plan to 
build a small Christian College to meet the double 
need, 

In his plan, young men would homestead in the 
vicinity of the college and would also build and service 
the college. As well, they could organize churches, 
perform their homesteading duties in summer and at
tend classes in winter. 

Subsequently in 1879 Dr. Crawford travelled to 
Manitoba to examine possibilities, Returning to the 
east, he asked for assistance from the Convention of 
Ontario but was unable to get a committment from 



them (although he did get authorization to seek help 
from the individual churches), Dr, Crawford 
proceeded to raise funds and was fortunate to enlist 
the assistance of Rev, G, B, Davis, Rev, Davis 
travelled in 1879 to Rapid City, taking with him nine 
young men who were interested in attending the 
proposed college, A description of the trip follows: 

"We had heavy loads and the snow was deep, so we 
were able to make only sixteen miles a day with the ox
en, One set of sleighs was covered with canvas, We had 
a little stove inside, where we cooked our food and 
slept during the night, , , We reached Rapid City in 
eight days, My brother soon secured eleven hundred 
acres of land for the new college, partly by 
homesteading .. , We got fifty loads of wood and 
posts, up the river five miles, before the snow went 
off, I found a homestead for myself nine miles west of 
the town, , . We began ploughing on College land on 
April 28." 

Mr. Davis and the young men lived in a tent during 
the summer, broke ground with a yoke of oxen for the 
growing of vegetables and gathered rock for the 
proposed building. A small store building was erected 
half a mile (.8km) north of Rapid City on Sec, 32-13-19, 
The plan was to use the basement as a kitchen and din
ing room three classrooms and an apartment on the 
first floor, and twelve rooms for students on the 
second floor, 

In the spring of 1880 Dr. Crawford sold his home 
and travelled with his family by boat and rail via 
Winnipeg within a few miles of Portage la Prairie. 
Then they followed the Carlton Wagon Trail to Finger 
Point Junction where a trail branched off due west of 
Rapid City, 

Prairie College opened in the fall of 1880 with 15 
students, A sum of $3,000 was subscribed to fund for 
the new college. Dr, Crawford acted as Principal and 
Mr. Davis as vice-principal while Emily and Fanny 
Crawford also served on the staff. The students were 
involved with organizing eight other churches within 
reach of the school as well as establishing the Rapid 
City Baptist Church. By 1881, the first wing of the 
College on its 1120 acre site was completed. 

All looked promising for the College which was 
built on a good tract of land. However, difficulties per
sisted which it included: 
1) The CPR changed its course to run through Brandon 
rather than Rapid City. 
2) The East did not support the College financially, 
3) A plan to establish a college in Toronto was 
proposed by the Eastern people. This proposal at
tracted attention from the College, 

Funds became scarce in spite of the fact that Dr. 
Crawford had used his entire resources as well as Rev. 
Davis who had contributed funds. In the minutes of the 
Manitoba Convention of 1883, the principal's report of 
the situation was most disheartening. The convention 
decided to discontinue the operation of the college, 
Disappointed Dr. Crawford accepted an appointment 
in St. Thomas, North Dakota. 

In 1886, a prairie fire destroyed the college leaving 
only a portion of the stone wall - a sad ending to a 
brave venture. 
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S. J. McKEE'S ACADEMY 
Dr. S. J. McKee an outstanding pioneer in the field 

of education, for a time associated with Prairie 
College, in 1882 withdrew to establish an academy on 
the south -'side of the river. The academy offered 
courses as follows: 

The Preparatory Course, Academic Course, The 
Teachers Course, Commercial Course and the Fine 
Arts Course. It was an inter-denominational, residen
tial school providing subjects in English, 
Mathematics, Latin, Greek, Hebrew and Theology. 

Subsequently, in 1890, when it was realized that the 
main line of the C.P,R. was not to pass through Rapid 
City, Dr. McKee moved his academy to Brandon. He 
opened his academy in rented rooms above Nation's 
Dry Good Store (9th Street and Rosser Avenue). The 
academy was then expanded to include university 
work and was named Brandon College, 

The former academy building then became the 
home of the John Flaws family, and today a 
remodelled portion of it is the residence of Mrs, Mabel 
Haslen. 

PUBLIC EDUCATION 
The story of education in Rapid City shows clearly 

that the early settlers were not only concerned with 
material things like stores, railways and the like, but 
were concerned with education as welL Rapid City's 
first school in the late 1870's was located in a log 
building with Mr. F. Knight as teacher, Unfortunately 
records of the exact date and site are not available at 
the present moment. Then on June 14, 1881, the School 
District of Rapid City No. 124 was formed and classes 
were held in what was then Mr. Cottingham's Hall and 
later Moxley's Hardware Store (present day site 
west of Gib Phillips on 2nd Avenue). At that time, the 
board of trustees included S. Head, H. Ross and Wm, 
Caddwell. 

In 1882, a two storey frame building was built south 
of town on a hill at a cost of $4,000. The two rooms on 
the ground floor were for the primary grades (taught 
by Miss Allan who later became Mrs. Schnaffer, and 
Miss J, Butcher) while the room upstairs was used for 
the senior grades under Dr, Schnaffer (principal). 

By 1883 the board of Chairman Caldwell, Cornell, 
Hopper, Ross and Cottingham had set a budget of $3,-
124.49 and hired a caretaker for $10. a month. Accor
ding to the residents at that time, the school tax was 
much too high and unreasonable! 

Some topics of immediate concern to the trustees 
then were the letting of tenders for sawing and piling 
wood and an adequate water supply. Rather minor 
problems compared to 1978. Inspector then was Rev, 
Wellwood who included Rapid City in his inspection of 
schools. 

A census return for Protestant School Districts in 
1887 showed Rapid City No. 124 had 101 pupils (52 boys 
and 49 girls). 

Shock waves were felt by the residents when the 
school (erected in 1882) was condemned by the inspec
tor as unfit for use. It was moved across the river for 
use as the Rapid City Power, Light and Woolen 
Manufacturing Company. 



Rapid City School group, 1943. Top left to right 
Nancy Small, Marge Lutes, Gladys Coutts, Margaret 
Small, Margaret Aitken, Grace Northam, Doreen 
Kite, Alex MacDougall, Allan Reage. 

In its place in 1902 was erected a 2-storey brick 
building for approximately $12,000, (it is still standing 
as a cultural centre). The official opening took place 
on January 1, 1903 with G. L. Stone (chairman of the 
board) as Master of ceremonies. 

The first principal of this institution which achieved 
a status of intermediate class (grade 1 to l1) was Mr. 
J. Peters who had replaced J. Whyte. Mr. Peters was 
then replaced by Mr. Laidlow who after a few months, 
accepted a position in Winnipeg. Following him was 
Mr. Sproule who acted as principal for four years and 
then moved to Manitoba Agricultural College for a 
position as professor. By 1907 the principal was Mr. 
D. Creror. 

A highlight in 1913 had Rapid City hosting the An
nual Inter-Collegiate Field Day for Inspector Fallis's 
division. A special train brought large crowds from 
Neepawa and other points. Six hundred people paid ad
mission and 200 contestants took part in the athletic 
contests held in the driving park. Directors were 
Inspector Fallis, Principals Cresswell of Rapid City, 
McIntosh of Minnedosa and Shipley of Neepawa. 

By 1920, the school board found it necessary, due to 
an increasing enrollment, to rent the lOOF lodge room 
as a school room at a cost of $1,000 (including caretak
ing, fuel, etc.) for grades 1 and 2 junior (teacher Miss 
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MacDonald). During that year, school registers 
showed an enrollment of 200 pupils with 2 classes hav
ing over 50 pupils in each room. Needless to say, con
ditions like those sparkled a lively discussion with few 
solutions in sight. The following year the board 
purchased a home on the corner of 4th Avenue and 4th 
Street (south side) to be used as a primary school. 

Spelling bees were taken for granted in that era. In 
1926, for example, champion spellers of the schools in 
the R.M. of Saskatchewan and of the Town met to 
determine the "grand" champion. Principal Grove, 
who was in charge, gave the contestants a written test 
of 50 words. The winner was Margaret Wilson of 

Grade eight school class standing left to right Jean 
Brownridge, Edwin Young, Jean Parliament, John 
Sebree, ''Susie Busby i seated Helen Birkinshaw, 
Margaret Sebree, Audrey Brownridge, Joan McClung, 
Elsie Fuller, teacher T. L. Fox in front. 

Tremaine with a perfect score and runner-up was 
Muriel Fuller of Rapid City. 

Community outrage was quite evident when it was 
learned that a group calling themselves The Returned 
Soldiers' Association, had demanded the resignation of 
Mrs. Grove, teacher. Petitions signed by citizens and 
pupils alike demanded that the lady be reoffered a 
teaching position and assailed those who had so 
thoughtlessly asked for her removal. Said petition was 
accepted readily by the board who had had no thoughts 
of asking for Mrs. Grove's resignation. Afterwards the 
Groves thanked the community for their support. 

Controversy raged as well in 1936 when a substitute 
teacher was brought in from outside the district. Why 



Rapid City School Class Left to right, Back row; Malcolm Kains, Colin McKinnon, Os Stone, Emory Rogers, Jim 
Flanigan, Allan Lockart, Norman Birkinshaw. 2nd row; Agnes Stuart, Elaine Rogers, Helen Smith, Muriel Watt, 

Kirkpatrick, Gladys Mouritsen, Kirkpatrick, Lorne Young, Jim Mundell. 3rd row; Grace Soldan, 
Kathleen Parker, Ethel Flaws, Reta Todd, Myrtle Fuller, Alta Parliament, Violet George, Nelson Walker. 4th 
row; Merle McKinnon, Vera McFarlin, Grace Busby, Dorothy McQuinn, Mary Haslen, Mary Menzoski, Irene 
Luker, Evelyn Smith. Front row; Gordon Lyne, Teddy Woolcombe, Rod McRae, Eddie Luker, Len Mellick, 
Earnest Oddy, 1923. 

was this done, wondered several qualified teachers of 
the district, when they were not offered the job? Even
tually the storm subsided and all returned to a normal 
educative pace. 

Rapid City has had several pupils who have dis
tinguished themselves by winning honors in the 
scholarship field. Evelyn Barret (now Finlay) won a 
Governor General's Medal for Grade XI in 1929 while 
Mabel Barrett (now Stewart) won honors in 
Departmental Exams. In 1944 Doreen P. Kite (now 
from Petta piece) won honors for herself and Rapid 
City School by winning an Isbister Scholarship for dis
trict number 2. Also winning Isbister Scholarships 
were Ernie Birkinshaw and Winnifred Harvey. 

In 1956, due to overcrowding of the school, the little 
brick school house which was for a time used as a 
teacherage, was again used as a school in order to 
provide more classroom space. 
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A number of issues were resolved in 1959. In June of 
that year, the board passed a motion authorizing that 
text books be purchased for the pupils. A budget of 
$91,212.50 (4.6 mills) was set, with substitute teachers 
receiving $12 a day. Also in that year, religious educa
tion was not enforced in the schools. A plan proposing 
newer and bigger high schools, with the closing of 
small ones, was soundly defeated in Rapid City and in 
the farming communities, although the bigger centres 
voted for the proposal (which was defeated). 

December 1, 1960 was the date when a new school 
by-law was passed by a vote of 190 for and 8 against. 
This meant that $90,000. could be borrowed for the con
struction of three classrooms, an auditorium and a 
library. Plans were also in the works that on January 1 
of 1961, Rapid City No. 124 would cease to exist and 
The Consolidated School District of Rapid City No. 
2392 would be formed. To further this plan, the board 



Rapid City High School 1950, Left to right, Back row; Alex Hucul, Archie Esplin, Roya Campbell, Muriel Iron
side, Phyllis Westwood, Grace McCallum, Rixon McKinnon, Harry Silversides, Principal Hickling. Second row; 
Ken Adams, Frank Garbutt, Garry Brazzel, Sheila Argo, Peggy Duncan, Shirley Couch, Margaret McKinnon, 
Dorne Cornish, Lloyd Adams. Front row; Beverly Hotham, Charlotte Adams, Barbara Hales, Vivian Kay, Joyce 
Neilson, Valerie Sample, Helen Wells, Lois McKenzie, Lorna Anderson. 

Rapid City School Grades one to four 1954. Left to right, Front row; Jimmy Anderson, Kenny McCallum, 
David Hickling, Vernon Wright, Bobby Campbell, Brian Wilson, Stuart Phillips, Donald Greig, George Rollins, 
Gregory Muir. Second Row; Ruth Walker, Sandra Borley, Vivian Terry, Sharon Lupaschuk, Linda Christie, Hazel 
Bayes, Judy Blake, Lillian Luker, Carlynn Neilson, Christine Harrower, Denise Robinson, Lorna Shanks, Marilyn 
Sibbald. Third row; Diana McFaddin, Velma Dumont, Lorna Wright, Sandra Munn, Beverly Blake, Peggy Green, 
Myrna Sibbald, Diane Hickling, Patti Carr, Nancy Wilson, Annie Walker. Fourth row; Florence Chambers 
(teacher), Irene Muir, Pamela Gardiner, David Reid, Allan Stone, Del Underhill, Barry Hales, Vernon English, 
Grant Phillips, Cybel Couch, Annette Dumont. 
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Rapid City School Grades two and three, 1960. Back row left to right; Doug Peters, John Sample, Donald 
Duthie, Tommy Harrower, Keith Anderson, Ray Langdon, Jim Walker, Michael Bailey, Jimmy Borley. Second 
row: Jim Christie, Tommy Fearnley, Jim Harrower, Jean Anderson, Linda Northam, Beverly Hamnett, Ellen 
Bodnick, Dale Simpson, Allan Westwood. Front row; Lennie Luker, Brian Hales, Darlene Muir, Louise McCoy, 
Laura Kemp, Donna Bayes, Kathy Hyndman, Elwin Sharpe, Ronnie Christie. Teacher - Mrs. Janet Phillips. 

passed a motion that $400 be paid to R. Short for the 
purchase of Lots 1 to 20, Block 4, Plan A for the new 
school site. 

Thus in early 1961, the Consolidated School District 
No. 2392 held their first meeting. Representing the 
Town of Rapid City were H. Robinson (elected chair
man), Mrs. R. Wells, Mrs. B. Waldon and from the 
rural area were A. Bayes, 1. Christie, A. Peters and H. 
Trott. Tenders were also set for the new proposed 
school and in March, the board met the architect to 
discuss the plans. In April 29, 1961, a bid of Central 
Construction of Brandon for $79,690. was accepted with 
a strong urging that local labour be used. The new 
school was opened to the public on October 20th with 
an open house showing all the finer points of the 
building. 

Country schools, long an intergal part of education 
in Manitoba, were now being phased out. By 1966, the 
handwriting was on the blackboard for country schools 
and these institutions which for decades had graduated 
scholars who had gone on to greater things, were now 
deemed to be obsolete. New courses, new ideas and 
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new teaching methods made it difficult for one teacher 
to offer adequate instructions for eight grades. 
Consequently, the province passed laws allowing for 
the placing of all elementary schools under the control 
of divisions. In Rapid City, the old school, no longer 
needed, closed its doors when the new term opened in 
September of 1966 (the high school pupils now 
transported to Elton Collegiate). 

A meeting on February 2, 1967 was called for the 
purpose of convincing skeptical parents of the advan
tages of a single school division. Many objected to the 
distances travelled and to the certainty of higher and 
higher taxes. 

On March 10, 1967, voting showed that all rural 
divisions were against the provincial proposal (out of 
33 divisions, 19 were against and 14 urban divisions 
were for). In Rolling River, the proposal met a heavy 
negative vote with the reasons varing from long travel 
to the loss of small schools. However, those not voting 
for the plan would lose grants so this caused many to 
reconsider. Later in the year, on December 15th the 
voters in Rolling River changed their minds and voted 



Rapid City Elementary School Class, 1976. Top row left to right, Mr. Stefaniuk, Michael Muir, Barry Garbutt, 
Terry Haslen, Van Tinkess, Kevin Bayes, Darrin Fedak, Brian Merkley, Blair Irvine. Middle Row, Bruce Bayes, 
Dean Russell, Brenda McKinnon, Gail Kotyluc, Terry Pearce, Lisa Panko, Gary Swiskoski, Gordie Ironside. Bot
tom row, Linda Phillips, Kemmney Maierhoffer, Terri Miller, Misti Bertrand, Sherri Taylor, Marion Northam, 
Carol Northam, Maria Dick, Lisa Belcher. 

for a unitary system. In Rapid City 69 were for the 
plan and 72 against. Throughout the Province, ten 
other divisions found out that money talks and conse
quently voted as well for the plan. 

Thus on January 3, 1968, the Consolidated School 
District No. 2392 passed out of existence and Rolling 
River School Division No. 39 took charge of all 
operations. A transfer of all payroll records of 
teachers, bus drivers and caretakers took place. Stan 
Henry was elected first chairman of the division at a 
salary of $1,000 a year while trustees received $750 
each. Full time physical education and guidance 
teachers were hired. Soon the division took the opera
tion of school buses into its own hands with a total of 36 
new buses and 5 old ones plus a garage and mechanics. 
Word came shortly that due to expanded services, etc., 
etc., the education costs would rise by 13%. This 
offered ample opportunity for many to say "I told you 
so." 

It wasn't too long after when the old teacherage 
was purchased by Fred and May Hales. The old brick 
school received a reprieve as well as minor 
renovations for the purpose of housing grades 2, 3, 4 
and the opportunity class in 1968. 

Not being satisifed with one consolidation, 
proposals were made to combine the Rolling River and 
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Beautiful Plains Division. However, this did not 
materialize and in the opinion of many citizens, rather 
a sensible rejection. 

In many areas, enrollment has steadily decreased 
but in Rapid City after a sizable drop, the attendance 
has levelled off near 138. With the addition of a gym
nasium in 1972, the children of Rapid City and area 
have an adequate facilities to meet their needs. 

Education in Rapid City has progressed a long way 
from the early log school of the late 1870's to the pre
sent modern structure, from the early slate to the pre
sent mounds of paper, blackboards, filmstrips and the 
likes. Education has run the course from crude forms 
of playground equipment to the modern gymnasium, 
from one ball that had to last the full season to scads of 
equipment. The reader is left with the memories of his 
or her education, compare it to the modern trends and 
will then make a decision as to which offered more to 
the public. The past had trustees and educators 
struggling with inadequate facilities and equipment. 
The struggle in the 70's is for ways to deal with declin
ing enrollments and for prospects of ever increasing 
costs in education. The future of education in Rapid 
City and Manitoba lies in the hands of the present 
generations. 



SPORTS - Excerpts from the Rapid City Reporter 
With today's adult so committed to hockey, ball or 

curling, there is little attention paid to the lesser 
sports. No so in 1880. For example, in July of that year 
the Rapid City Cricket Club was making arrangements 
to play against Winnipeg. The following year the North 
Saskatchewan team defeated South Saskatchewan by a 
score of 101-42. Five wickets fell to A. Heppentall. 
High scorer was A. Carss with 56. Other players in
cluded H. Lockhart, J. Cardale, A. Basler, E. Cardale 
and W. Basler. 

The Rapid City Cricket team won every game 
in the last two or three years, "including 1907." The 
team is composed of English Residents of the town but 
there are a few Canadian born in this country who 
play. Unfortunately, this interesting sport is not pur
sued in 1978. 

Lawn bowling is also mentioned. In 1892 a very fine 
bowling green was laid out by Mr. Butchart near the 
station. Some years later in 1911, the bowling scene 
had shifted to the G. Hindson lawn. Now in 1978, a 
bowling green established by the New Horizons Group 
on the Museum grounds is attracting many interesting 
participants. 

Tennis, too, shared the spot light in past years. 
Mention is made of some 70 tennis players who used 
the J. Rorke courts in 1936. Seventeen couples took 

part in the Tennis Club doubles. Winners were; Joan 
McClung and Harold Rorke, Margaret Sample and T. 
L. Fox. In 1937 H. E. Hotham, A. Wilson, J. Batty, Gus 
Sample and Len Birkinshaw were appointed represen
tatives to the Western Manitoba Tennis Association. 

Golf was enjoyed back in 1927. Chas. McQuinn was 
hired to make the tees and greens for the golf course at 
the fair grounds, north of town. A golf club was 
organized with W. MacKay as President, E. Riesberry 
as vice President, and Gus Sample as Sec. Treasurer. 

Baseball has also been a part of Rapid City. G. 
Soldan - pitcher, P. Todd second base and M. 
Crookshank third base, assisted Brandon girls in 
district championship games of 1924. 

In 1934 Joe Menzoski's soft ball players, the "Wild 
Cats" were J. Hucul, D. Luker, R. McKinnon, W. 
Hucul, 1. Young, A. Flanigan, R. Gardner, R. Fuller, 
F. Crane and M. Sample. 

In the early years of the century, Mr. Joe English 
played baseball and later managed a team from the 
Moline area, while Earl Hotham played and managed 
a team from Rapid City and district. Records in
dicated that the Rapid City ball team took first at 
Shoal Lake in 1936, with R. Milton and E. Wilson as 
pitchers and J. Flanigan, the catcher. 

More recently, in 1951, a group of enthusiastic 
players raised the cash to outfit themselves with un-

Ball Club 1951, left to right; back row: Pete Burr, Larry Simpson, Lorne Lilley, Don Peters, Harry Silversides, 
Ted Simpson. Front row: Charlie Christie, Claire Simpson, Ken Waldon, Bill Waldon, Bat boy Conrad Dick. 
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Rapid City Collegiate Baseball team, 1913. 

iforms and began cleaning up at surrounding Sports 
Days. They eventually joined the North-Central 
baseball league. 

In 1955 while playing a league game at the Kinsmen 
Stadium against the Cloverleafs, the Rapid City boys 
did well until the lights were turned on, and then ran 
into difficulties. Playing under these conditions were 
new to most of them, and as a result they lost, 13-3. 
The players for the local team were: Art Peters. Char
lie Christie, Clair Simpson, Don Peters, Larry Simp
son, Ken Waldon, Lorne Lilley, Lawrence Bell and 
Jack Green. This was the year the team hit it's stride, 
winning over $1,300.00 in tournament play. 

In May 1956, the other teams in the league were: 
Brandon· Cloverleafs, Minnedosa, Erickson and 
C.J.A.T.C. "Rivers". At Cardale Sports Day the same 
year, it was reported the Rapid City divided top money 
with Hamiota,. the final going four innings and being 
called on account of darkness. Rapid City defeated 
Newdale with Don Peters pitching and Binscarth with 
Lorne Lilley pitching. 

In June of 1957 Lorne Lilley's well controlled 
pitching, which accounted for some twelve strike outs 
in a seven inning game, proved too much for 
C.J.A.T.C. as they lost 13-0 to Rapid City. The next 
week in a return exhibition game at Neepawa, Ken 
Waldon pitched Rapid City to an 8-3 win against the 
Neepawa Cubs. With the bases loaded, Lorne Lilley 
pounded out a homer! 

And so it went, with players moving on to other 
towns, and jobs, and baseball finally gave way to fast
ball. This was played for several years but as towns 
ceased holding "Sports Days" competitive play died 
out. 

CURLING - contributed by H. E. Hotham 
The first curling rink recalled was across the 

street, east, from the school, now our Cultural Centre. 
It consisted of two sheets of curling ice and a hockey 
rink, both were looked after by Harry Priestly. There 
were separate waiting rooms. The stove that heated 
them had a tank on the back, the caretaker melted ice 
for water to "pebble" the curling ice. The water for 
flooding the rink was hauled in tanks from the river 
but for the last coat if was hauled from a gravel pit 
just south of town. This water was soft and made much 
better ice. 
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The curling club then had twelve rinks. The skips 
were appointed by the Club at its semi-annual 
meeting. Twelve seemed to be the "mystic" number 
and usually the rinks were made up of the same 
members. New members were rarely taken in so it 
could be almost conceded it was a "closed" organiza
tion. This meant younger people rarely got a chance to 
curl. Many familiar names can be found on that first 
roster. 

In those days the game was mostly a draw game 
not the "hitting" game of today. The ideal end was 
when ten or more rocks were in play. There was one 
big bonspiel each year called the North Western taking 
in all the towns on the railway from Birtle to Rapid 
City and Minnedosa. It was held in a different town 
each year. When in Rapid City four sheets were made 
in the hockey rink. Curlers all came by train and 
stayed all through. The hotels were booked up and they 
curled round the clock. There was very little time for 
sleeping. I believe the bar stayed open twenty-four 
hours, most likely not legally. 

Local merchants put up the prizes usually. Mrs. 
Hotham has a prize won by her father, Tom Hayhurst, 
of Oak River. It is a tea set with pictures of the school, 
mill and other buildings. It was donated by A. E. Lyne 
(Mrs. Harry Waldon's father). He was the local 
jeweller. There was also the McConnell cup donated 
by the member for Hamiota Constituency for competi
tion between clubs on the Miniota line. 

Rapid City Legion Curling team; left to right, __ , 
Art Simpson, Don McFaddin, Charlie Christie, George 
McLean, Ken Hutton. 

In those days rinks had to take their own rocks and 
it was always a problem getting these drayed to the 
rink and kept cold. If by chance the dray man left them 
in the warm waiting room and you curled right away 
you were really in trouble as the warm rocks did some 
weird things. The McConnell competition was the ma
jor one at that time. It petered out in the thirties. The 
present club probably knows nothing of it. When last 
seen the McConnell Cup was in the Oak River Curling 
Rink trophy cabinet. 

There was one competition for High School 
students. The local bonspiel was called a mixed but 



there were not many lady curlers. When the men 
curled opposite a lady they were supposed to use their 
left hand to throw or vice versa. After the war I joined 
the club. We had to enter as a rink. It consisted of Nor
man Basler, Bill Swann, one of the McFarlin boys and 
myself. The ice makers were Frank Carrick and Billy 
Grant. Other members who had been added to the club 
included Alf Smith, N. J. Watt, Conrad Soldan, Wm. 
Bollman, George Boast among others. 

In 1917 the roof had blown off the rink and there was 
only an open air rink for skating. There was also a 
period of time when we could not get caretakers for 
the curling rink. Some of the younger fellows did it 
without salary and collected memberships from the 
curlers. It was like that for several years then Jack 
McQuinn took over and the club began to operate 
again. 

It was about this time the McQuinn rink started to 
attend Winnipeg and Brandon bonspiels. It included 
Allan Dick, Ernie Butchart, Norman Basler and 
others. In 1938 the McQuinn rink won the Eaton event 
and the Dick rink won the Imperial Oil trophy at Bran
don. In 1939 the Birkinshaw rink won two competitions 
and the Grand Aggregate at Brandon and went on to 
win more trophies and the Hudson Bay Grand 
Aggregate at FUn Flon. 

In 1937 the old rink had become passe. The 
Agricultural Society was also in difficulty at this time 
and had discussed handing in their charter. 

The Curling Club made an offer to the Society to 
take the material in their buildings at the fair grounds 
and use it to build a three sheet curling rink in town. 
With community help the Curling Club raised money to 
add needed new materials, lights and a waiting room. 
In 1939 to 1940 the new rink was opened with Gus Sam
ple as Club President following Earl Hotham who had 
made the deal with the Agricultural Society. Jack 
McQuinn was the caretaker. 

In later years a full basement was put in, waiting 
room doubled in size, running water and electric heat. 
Our present fine building is the result. 

In 1956 or 1957 matched sets of rocks were 
purchased. The four pair won by the Birkinshaw rink 
in 1939 were placed there and later a set of four won by 
Norman Birkinshaw, D. Spearin and the Pettapiece 
brothers at Neepawa. 

There have been many caretakers over the years 
and lots of volunteer help. Ben Christie Jr. is the pre
sent caretaker. 

The Ladies Curling Club is active and boasts many 
fine curlers. One of the earlier rinks, Gladys Dick as 
skip, brought many honors to the ladies bringing a 
Manitoba Championship home and other trophies. 
Some members of Gladys' rinks were Dot Birkinshaw, 
Sadie Pettapiece, Muriel Wolstenholme, Mabel 
McKinnon. 

The Curling Clubs are financially sound with large 
memberships of keenly interested curlers and many 
young people coming along. There are Ladies, Mens, 
Mixed and Senior Bonspiels as well as one day 
"spiels" by various clubs and the school. 

The officers for 1977 to 1978 season are Barry 
Hales, President; Murray Pangman, Vice President; 

115 

Lloyd Shelvey, Secretary-Treasurer; and Magee (Bill) 
Smith, Past President. 

Curling in Rapid City has certainly made tremen
dous strides over the years. 

POST OFFICE 
Rapid City Post Office was officially established on 

September 1st, 1879 with Peter Ferguson as first post 
master. He was succeeded in 1883 by D. A. Hopper. In 
1884 Mr. McLeod, Postal Inspector visited Rapid City 
and in October, 1884, Councilor McNaught was given 
the contract to deliver the mail by coach. 

George L. Stone replaced Mr. Hopper in 1889 and 
remained until 1897. Rapid City was without a post
master for a year until 1898 when John B. Dunoon 

Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Hartwell. 



assumed the role. It was while he was postmaster that 
S. S. Teeples made his last run to Brandon with the 
maiL Following this, postmaster Dunoon drove the 
stage Tuesdays, Thursday and Saturdays. Mr. Dunoon 
was active in the community becoming secretary
treasurer of the Driving Park Association in 1903. He 
kept this position until 1907 when Henry Clay took over 
the post office and remained until 1911. 

John Whyte, assisted by his daughter Mabel, 
replaced Henry Clay and remained here until March 
1927. It was while he was here that the first rural mail 
delivery was established in Rapid City. Mr. James 
Dodds was awarded the first rural mail route contract, 
twenty-three miles. It is interesting to note that the 
rural mail delivery would have started earlier except 
that a number of residents on the route were slow In 
erecting the necessary mail boxes. The rural mail ser
vice began December, 1924 and still continues. 

Arthur James Hartwell took the position of post
master in August, 1927 and remained until April, 1946. 
To Mr. Hartwell goes the distinction of being Rapid 
City's postmaster through two of the world's most dif
ficult times - the depression of the 1930's and the se
cond world war. 

Harry Clement Robinson replaced Mr. Hartwell in 
December, 1946. He retired in 1977 and his wife, 
Georgie, took over the position. 

The post office has moved around in different 
buildings until when the new post office was built on 
main street. 

RAPID CITY AND DISTRICT WILDLIFE 
ASSOCIATION -Submitted by Clyde Stephenson 

This group held its organization meeting April 2, 
1973. Although a Game and Fish Association was in ex
istence before this time, it was felt that a new 
organization with new objectives would be a good idea. 

The guest speaker at the first meeting was Mr. 
Paul Murphy, Executive Director of the Manitoba 
Wildlife Association. The first Executive of the Rapid 
City Branch was as follows: President - William 
Lietz, Vice-President Gerald Stanick, Secretary
Treasurer Keith Chase. A group of directors was 
also chosen. This group consisted of David Wilson -
Rapid City, Len Clark - Cardale, Walter Scott 
Rapid City and Clarence Michie - Rapid City. 

The aim of the Association is the conservation and 
preservation of wildlife. Members of the Association 
have raised and released pheasants in the various 
areas in an effort to increase these birds in numbers 
and availability. Hunter Safety courses have also been 
an undertaking of the Association. It has also been in
strumental in the regulation of shooting seasons for 
deer and birds in the area. They also award trophies 
for such things as the catching of the largest fish of 
various kinds and for big game hunting. 

A portion of the funds raised by the Association 
through various means is used to sponsor bus trips for 
Senior Citizens of the area. Donations are also made to 
various other worthwhile projects. 

For the members' entertainment, bonspiels are 
held annually as well as banquets and dances. 

The officers of the Association at the present time 
are: President - Charles Christie, Vice-President -

Frank Posthumus, Secretary - Roger Beaulieu, 
Treasurer Alex Ross. 

The organization is working hard to uphold the aims 
of the Association and the local group are wished 
every success in their future projects and endeavours. 

ST. THOMAS CHURCH - HISTORY OF PARISH
submitted by Stan Haslen 

In the late seventies and early eighties, the 
vanguard of the white settlers of the plains began their 
slow trek westward. By Red River Cart and Oxen they 
made their way into territories that had formerly been 
the haunt of the Indian and the Buffalo. The valley of 
the Rapid River, (now known as the Little 
Saskatchewan) was chosen by a number of these 
pioneers as their home and, in due time, the settle
ment became known as Rapid City. 

Among these settlers were the Hindson, Basler, 
Gardiner and Priestley families of whom Mrs. Cable, 
Mrs. Howden, Mrs. Hindson, Mrs. T. Northam and 
Stan Haslen were members and who are now esteemed 
and active members of St. Thomas' congregation, thus 
forming actual links between those early days and the 
St. Thomas of today. 

The late Mr. J. G. Hindson served the Church splen
didly for no less than twenty-four consecutive years as 
Secretary-Treasurer and as People's Warden for a 
considerable part of this period as well. Mrs. Cable's 
late parents, while she was a very small girl, 
harvested the first crop of wheat grown in the district. 
Stan Haslen's grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. 
Priestley, were the first couple to be married in the 
newly erected Church on June 17, 1882. 

Hand in hand with the pioneers went the mis
sionaries and in those early days, services of the 
Church of England were held in a house built by Mr. J. 
G. Whellams for the dual purpose of a dwelling and a 
place where adherents of the Anglican Communion 
might worship. Mr. Whellams, decendants of whom 
live in Winnipeg, (Mr. H. Whellams and Mrs. F. J. C. 
Cox) brought out to this district, several parties of 
colonists and the locality south-west of Rapid City was 
known as the English Reserve. We regret that no 
record of these early services are to be found, 

St. Georges Church. 
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however, in the year 1880 the work of the church had 
progressed to such an extent that the appointment of a 
resident priest was warranted. Rev. J. B. Sargent, 
Rev. Lorenso Shepherd and Rev. George Turnbull, 
who succeeded them, have left records of Baptisms, 
Marriages, etc., dating from January, 1880. 

With regard to the date of the building of the 
church, Mr. A. Wellington Curtis, who walked from 
Winnipeg to the settlement years ago, tells us that the 
church was built in the autumn of 1881 and that he was 
present at the first service when the late Dean 
Grisdale officiated. The timber was floated down the 
river and processed in Dr. MacIntosh's sawmill. 
Messrs. Nathaniel and John Gardiner, uncles of the 
late Mr. E. S. Gardiner, did the beamwork in the 
church. 

St. Thomas Anglican Church. 

The Parish in those days embraced a tremendous 
territory and the local clergy went as far afield as 
Tanner's Crossing (Minnedosa), Marney 
(Strathclair), Shoal Lake, Roseville (Rivers) and east 
as far as Moorepark. Brandon in these early days was 
non-existant. The business boom in the early nineties 
led to the surveying of areas now outside the present 
town limits and there was strong evidence that the 
town would really become "Rapid City". With the 
changing of the proposed Canadian Pacific Railway 
route, that dream was slowly dispelled. 

In 1906 due largely to the efforts of Messrs. J. G. 
Hindson and G. W. Milner, with the enthusiastic sup
port of the vestry and congregation, the church was 
enlarged and beautified with the addition of a Chancel 
and Vestry. The Rev. Myles Custance was rector at 
this time. In 1922, Mrs. T. L. O. Williams presented to 
the church a beautiful oak alter in memory of her late 
husband, Captian T. 1. O. Williams, MC., a hero of 
Ypres. Other presentations to the church include: the 
cross by Mrs. Fred Pike, a former student who is now 
ordained; the Bishop's Chair by George Lindsay; the 
Chancel Chair by Mrs. A. McIlvride; the alter vases by 
Mrs. Sarah East; the Communion Silver and Alms 
Basin by Mrs. George Balkwill, 1883; the Communion 
Bread Box and Baptismal Font by Mrs. E. S. Gar
diner; and the pulpit by the Hindson family. 
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The first recorded Baptism in the Parish was that 
of George Norman Hindson, son of John George and 
Elizabeth Hindson, which took place on August 1, 1880 
by the Rev. J. B. Sargent. The first wedding in the 
church was that of J. H. Priestley and Thursa Mary 
Pascoe, June 17, 1882. The first wedding in the Parish 
was that of Charles Freeman and Sarah Cousins, 
November 9, 1880. Both weddings were celebrated by 
the Rev. J. B. Sargent. The first funeral was that of the 
infant daughter of Thomas and Mrs. McClune on May 
27, 1880. 

Since inception, the Parish has been under the 
Episcopal Jurisdiction of five Bishops: The late Most 
Rev. Robert Machray, D.D., The Most Rev. Samuel 
Pritchard Matheson, D.D., The Right Rev. W. W. H. 
Thomas, D.D., Bishop J. A. Norris, Bishop F. S. John 
Conlin. 

In 1941 a new Pulpit was placed in the church a 
memorial to the Hindson family; new oak floors were 
laid and a Communion Rail installed. The W.A. 
replaced the aisle rug in 1947; two new Selkirk 
chimneys were built in 1951 and the church was lined 
with wall plank and a new heating system installed in 
1955. 1956 the church was painted inside and floor 
tiled; a new organ was purchased by the W.A. in 1956. 

RAPID CITY BAPTIST CHURCH submitted by 
Mrs. Gordon Finlay and Mrs. Arthur Westwood 

The Rapid City Baptist existed from 1882-1954. 
The Prairie College was founded in 1880 to educate 

students for the Christian ministry and to train mis-
sionaries and school teachers. The Principal, Dr. 
Crawford, and Rev. Davis (one of the teachers) held 
church services at the college until the church was 
built in December 1882. They continued preaching at 
the church until a full time pastor was called in 1884. 

Baptist Church, c1911. 

Some of the names connected with the church from 
the beginning and down through the years were 
William Waldo, John Flaws, John Davis, Dr. McKee 
(later became the first principal of Brandon College 
when it moved there in 1900), John Gregory, Tom 
Parker, William Findlay, Fred Westwood, Henry 
Harvey, Wilkinsons and Cooper Stone. 



Baptist Church young peoples class 1930, Front row left to righti Bud Searle, Art Westwood. Middle rOWi 
Margaret Harvey, Florence Searle, Marion Harvey, Winston Harvey, Jack Tuttle. Back rOWi Joe Hall, Gordon 
Talton (student minister) Stan Westwood. 

Baptist Church Picnic 1931, Left to righti Top row, Mrs. Thomas Parker, Rev. Walter Sadler. Second row; 
Marion Harvey, Vera Westwood, Emma Newhouse, Angus Harvey, Marie Tuttle, Evelyn Tuttle, Bert Ansell, 
Margaret Newhouse, Maurice Nowasad. Third rOWi Nellie Nowasad, George Newhouse, Gordon Ansel" Billy Tut· 
tie. Fourth row; Laura Ansell, Mac Westwood, Allison Harvey, Roy Westwood, Dick Ansell. 

118 



Some of the pastors' names were Dr. Crawford, the 
Reverends Davis, Kaye, Plenderleith, Vincent, Ander
son, Gerdes, Charles Smith, Walter Sadler, Cresswell, 
Harold Kemp, A. E. Elliot and Loader. 

The church closed in 1954. 

THE HISTORY OF THE RAPID CITY UNITED 
CHURCH, 1977 - submitted by Ivy Cornish 

The first Presbyterian Church was built in 1882 
when Rev. Todd was minister. A second one was built 
in 1894 during Rev. Lang's ministry. The bell that was 
used in this church is now in use on the grounds of our 
present United Church. This bell could be heard five 
miles from town. The church was torn down in 1955 -
one of the towns oldest landmarks. 

The first Methodist Church was erected in 1879. 
This was the first church in town and Rev. T. Lawson 
was the minister at that time. The second Methodist 
church was built in 1903, during the ministry of Rev. J. 
W. Runion. A metal box containing many mementos 
was placed in the cornerstone by Mrs. "Mother" 
Butchart. This box was opened on July 26th, 1959, by 

Rapid City W.M.S., 1950. 

her grandson Mr. J. E. Bridgeman, Moline, who was 
present when the box was placed inside the cor
nerstone. Besides some perished paper information 
there was a 1895 Canadian one cent piece, an English 
1884 penny, many other coins, name of cornerstone 
donor, architect, masons, brick-layer, carpenters, 
council members, ladies groups, trustees, Epworth 
league, Sunday School officers, teachers, pupils, Sun
day School papers, choir information and numerous 
other articles important at that time. Much of the 
printed material was unreadable. 

The date of union reported in our files was July 1st, 
1922. Rev, D. Johnstone, Presbyterian and Rev. H. E. 
Hopper, Methodist, gave their parting service on June 
25th, 1922. Rev. S. C. Wright, minister of St. Andrews 
Presbyterian church, Franklin, Man. was inducted 
into the United Church at Rapid City, July 12th, 1922. 
The congregation met in the Methodist Church on the 
corner of 3rd avenue and 3rd street. General union 
took place in 1925 while Rev. Wright was still here. 
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Methodist, later United Church. 

In 1959 this church was torn down and a modern 
structure built with the choir loft at the rear of the 
church upstairs. It was built on the same site during 
the ministry of Rev. Barry Day. The late T. C. Sample, 
very active in the life of the church, turned the first 
sod. The pews from the first Methodist church are still 
used in this church as was the old pipe organ of 1903, 
until a new one was purchased in 1966. Many young 
men can remember pumping the old organ until hydro 
came to town. Wood from the organ, used before this 
one in the Presbyterian church, was made into a frame 
to preserve the plaque taken from the old organ and 
hangs in the new church. The Communion table and 
bench, pulpit and lectern are the work of Mr. Ralph 
Wells, as well as the collection plates. 

Mr. David McNaught presented a Bible which was 
transferred to the lectern in our church. This Bible 
was given with the understanding that if union dis
solved the Bible would remain Presbyterian. A second 
Bible was presented by the James Warren family. 

The Service Honor Roll of World War I from the 
Presbyterian church, the Honor Roll of World War II 
from the old United Church and a small plaque of four 
maple leaves, honoring the four men from the 
Methodist Sunday School who lost their lives in World 
War I, hang in the entrance of our present church. 

Many mementos, pictures, articles of interest, 
names of Board members, U.C.W., Sunday School, 
coins and articles too numerous to mention were 
placed in the cornerstone of the new structure. 

Gifts presented to the United Church are many. A 
literature rack and picture from the Peter's family in 
memory of the late J. W. Peters, Sunday School at
tendance chart, made by Rev. L. H. Henwood, Free 
Methodist minister (1948-52), a United Church Crest 
made by S. R. Cornish and F. Curtis was presented to 
Miss Scarlett and Mrs. W. Downey on behalf of the 
C.G.I.T. Some families placed Hymn books in memory 
of their loved ones. The pulpit drapes, Hymn record 
and guest book from the U.C.W., the alter pictures and 
piano were gifts of Rev. G. G. Harris, Mr. and Mrs. 
Wm. Miller and family of Justice, Man. presented 
pulpit chairs in memory of their mother, Mrs. 
Margaret Sample, Mr. Wm. Marriott and family had a 
P.A. system put in the church in memory of his wife 



Interior of Rapid City United Church, 1959. 

Florence, a piano lamp was given by Mr. and Mrs. Pat 
Carr and family in memory of their daughter, Bonnie 
Lee, the Baptismal Fount was a gift of Rev. and Mrs. 
Barry Day. 

Many who have contributed to the success of the 
older churches are long forgotten and their names not 
in the records but names of those active since Union 
stand out in our memory. Mr. W. E. Birkinshawand 
Mr. George Clackston were choir leaders for many 
years. Mr. Earl Hotham was superintendent for many 
years of a very successful Sunday School. Rev. 
Reynolds was leader of a young peoples orchestra. 
Others contributing to choir leading and organ playing 
were: Mrs. F. Millar, Mrs. B. Day, Mrs. Shirley 
Dilley, Mrs. Helen Theibault, Mrs. Harry Kay, Mrs. 
Lockham, Rev. Shilton, Mrs. Ralph Wells, Mrs. B. 
Christie, Mr. Howard Trott, and Mrs. Rioux. Mrs. 
Fred Hales is our present organist. 

Rev. E. ¥orden was leader of a very active Young 
People's Group. Two of our local boys went through 
for the ministry. Melvin Finlay, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Gordon Finlay was ordained in 1966 and Robert Dorne 
Cornish, son of Mr. and Mrs. S. R. Cornish was or
dained in 1967. 
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United Church Memorial Plaque 2nd world war. 

United Church Memorial Plaque 1st world war. 

The last couple to be married in the old United 
Church was Arnold Barnswell, Victoria and Winifred 
Cornish, Rapid City. The first couple married in the 
new church were Charles Irvine and Florence 
Chambers of Hunterville. 

The first children baptized were: John Alexander, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. John Northam, Bruce Robert, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack Belcher, Sandra Lorraine 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Murray Pangman, Gerald 
Kenneth, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ken Waldon and Robert 
Orrie, son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Christie. 

The first funeral was that of Mr. W. A. Westwood. 
Before union the Women's Missionary Society was 

an active organization. In 1922 the executive was Mrs. 
J. W. Elliott, Mrs. J. Radcliff, Mrs. J. M. Young and 
Mrs. E. E. Riesberry. There were two W.M.S. orga
nizations, one Methodist and one Presbyterian. Mrs. 
E. E. Reisberry, now in her 98th year, residing in 
Brandon, is the only surviving member of those two 
societies. 

The Ladies Aid was organized in 1922. Mrs. J. H. 
Priestley and Mrs. Grummett was made honorary 
presidents. The executive was Mrs. J. Whyte, Mrs. A. 



Rapid City United Church Ladies Aid; back row left to right: Mrs. Conrad Kahler, Rev. Elwood Morden, 
Mrs. Alex Burr, Mrs. Grace Lean. Centre row: Mrs. E. Reisberry, Mrs. Pearl Warren, Miss Eleanor Short, Mrs. M. 
MacDougall, Mrs. Nelson Walker, Mrs. Pansy Sharp, Mrs. Ruby Simpson, Mrs. Harry Moore. Front row: Mrs. 
Helen Couch, Mrs. Elwood Morden, Ruth Walker, Mrs. Bert Westwood, Mrs. Alf Nielsen, Mrs. Bill Argo. C. 1951. 

Opening of New United Church, 1959. 
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E. Lynne, Mrs. C. Stone and Mrs. F. K. Carrick. Other 
active members at that time were: Mrs. S. C. Wright, 
Mrs. Tom Sample, Mrs. T. J. Butchart, Mrs. R. Gill 
and Mrs. A. Stewart. The W.M.S. continued to be ac
tive until 1962 when they joined the United Church 
Women, a new name for the Ladies Aid. The present 
executive of the U.C.W. are: President - Mrs. Keith 
Finlay, Vice-Pres. - Mrs. Jack Kemp, Secretary 
Mrs. Robert Cornish, Treasurer - Mrs. Wm. McFad
din. Unit leaders are: Mrs. K. Finlay, Mrs. O. 
McLean, Mrs. A. MacLeod and Mrs. V. Cornish. 

In former years, it was the session and board of 
stewarts that kept the works of the church functioning 
until 1971 when these two were joined together in one 
local board. This has proved very satisfactory. Church 
Board Executive: President - Keith Finlay, Vice
Pres. Oliver McLean, Secretary Mrs. Brian 
MacDonald, Treasurer - Mrs. Elgin Stewart. 

Rapid City, Justice, Moore Park and Hunterville 
made up a four point charge with a resident minister 
in Rapid City. In 1969 the Minnedosa-Rapid City Wider 
Parish formed, consisting of Minnedosa, Rapid City, 
Justice, Moore Park, Hunterville and Clanwilliam 
with two ministers, Rev. Ken Houston residing in 
Minnedosa and Rev. D. Archibald in Rapid City. In 
1970 both ministers were residing in Minnedosa as it 
made it better in communication and work plans. 
Moore Park closed in 1972 leaving a five point charge. 
In 1970 Rev. Robert Thompson replaced Rev. 
Archibald. In 1973 Basswood and Cadurcis joined the 
Wider Parish making a seven point charge with Rev. 
Douglas Graves and Rev. Robert Werry as team 
ministers. The Wider Parish Council is composed of 
three members from each point. Three committees 
are formed, Finance, Church Life and Work and 
Stewardship and Service. A Support Group was set up 
to confer with the ministers and bring recommen-

Cliff Sample turning sod for new United Church, 
1959. 
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dations before the CounciL Representing Rapid City on 
the Council are: Mrs. R. Cornish, Don McFaddin and 
Oliver McLean. This has been a very successful ven
ture. There were many problems to begin with but the 
solving of these have made a better understanding 
among the members. Working in a larger area has 
made us more aware of the problems of our 
neighbours and has given us a wider outlook on church 
life. Each point has co-operated to the fullest and we 
feel satisfied with the results so far. In 1977 we added 
Miss Ethel Mellafont to our staff. 

C.G.I.T. graduating class C1961. Left to Right, Bev 
Waldon, Sharon Sharpe, Patti Carr, Cybel Couch, 
Mabel Boast, Ferne Downey. 

In the past 95 years many changes have taken place 
and records lost. We feel that the "Old Timers" have 
contributed the most to the success of our church and I 
offer my apologies to any that may have been left out. 

With the Blessing of God and a strong faith in our 
hearts we can see our church taking a stronger hold in 
the life of the community in the next 50 years. 

MINISTERS BEFORE UNION: Rev. T. Lawson, 
1879; Rev. Todd, 1882; Rev. N. D. Peters, 1889, Rev. 
Lang, 1893; Rev. Grant, 1901; Rev. J. W. Runion, 1903; 
Rev. A. Stewart, 1911; Rev. C. W. Finch, 1911, Rev. W. 
G. Wilson, 1911; Rev. R. Wildinson, 1912; Rev. T. Ne
ville, 1916; Rev. Hoofer, 1921; Rev. D. Johnstone, 1922; 
Rev. Osterbout, Rev. Davies, Rev. Heany, Rev. Chis
holm, Rev. Coldwell, Rev. S. McCormick, Rev. W. 
Rowand, Rev. T. B. Leys, Rev. Brown. 

MINISTERS SINCE UNION: Rev. S. C. Wright, 
1922-1925; Rev. H. McKay, 1925-1927; Rev. W. A. 
McKim Young, 1927-1930; Rev. H. T. Reynolds, 1930-
1935; Rev. R. F. Hunter, 1935-1937; Rev. Shaver, 1937-
1938; Rev. Harry Kay, 1938-1939; Rev. Thos. Saunders, 
1939-1940; Rev. J. F. Palmer, 1940-1943; Rev. J. F. 
Shilton, 1943-1947; Rev. G. G. Harris, 1947-1948; Rev. 
W. BUcon, 1948-1950; Rev. E. Morden, 1950-1952; Rev. 
Lockham, 1952-1953; Rev. G. H. Munroe, 1953-1956; 



Mr. Keith Mitchell, 1956-1957; Mr. John Witty, 1957-
1958; Rev. Barry Day, 1958-1960; Dr. J. C. Parker, 
1960-1963; Rev. S. H. Brown, 1963-1966; Mr. Wayne 
Trembath, 1966-1968; Rev. Ken Houston, 1968-1973; 
Rev. D. Archibald, 1968-1970; Rev. R. Thompson, 1970-
1973; Rev. Doug Graves, 1973; Rev. Robert Werry, 
1973; Miss Ethel Mellafont, 1977. 

UNITED CHURCH, RAPID CITY 
We went to view this lovely church, 
Where silently we tread, 
And gazing round in reverence, 
Uncovered was each head. 
Each wall and ceiling beautiful, 
And splendid was each pew, 
As shining with their varnished coats 
They looked as good as new. 
And through the stained glass windows shone 
The light from western sun; 
And in our hearts we seemed to feel 
New era had begun. 
And as we looked around that church, 
So beautiful inside, 
I felt indeed it was a place 
In which one could feel pride. 
We like to see our homes look nice, 
With everything so clean. 
Alas, sometimes inside God's house 
Much shabbiness is seen. 
And in the hurried stress of life, 
Sometimes 'twere well to pause 
And wonder; does our church reflect 
Our own zeal in His cause? 

Thos. Parker 
FREE METHODIST CHURCH IN RAPID CITY -
submitted by Margaret Wilkie 

In the latter part of the 1930's, because of drought 
conditions in Saskatchewan, several Free Methodist 
families moved to the Rapid City area. Among those 
who came were the Walter and Harold Rogers 
families, the Cyrus Terry family, and the William 
Borley family. 

For a few years, due largely to the efforts of Mrs. 
Elizabeth Rogers, services were held in the homes and 
for a time in Centreview School. Then, in July, 1941, 
John Tanner was appointed as minister of the Rapid 
City congregation of the Free Methodist Church. He 
was in charge of the construction of a church building 
which consisted of the sanctuary and two rooms which 
served as a parsonage. Another room was added to the 
parsonage in 1948-49. 
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The local church group was organized in September 
1941. Some of the first members were: Mrs. Elizabeth 
Rogers, Mrs. Alice Rogers, Mrs. Martha Rogers, Mrs. 
Mary Terry, Dorothy Rogers, Mrs. Mary Wilkie and 
Margaret Wilkie (Brandon), Mr. and Mrs. Bert 
Borrowman (Rivers), Mr. and Mrs. William Borley, 
Ruby and Louise Borley and Mrs. Jessie Terry. 

The following served as ministers of the Rapid City 
Free Methodist Church: John Tanner 1941-42, Marion 
Walroth 1942-45, Luella Dies and Helen Markell 1945-
46, Laverne Henwood 1946-51, Douglas Walrath 1951-52, 
John Tanner 1952-54, Arthur Liddle 1954-55, Ina Miller 
and Elnora Hunter 1955-56, D. M. Hammond 1956-1958, 
F. W. Coxson 1958-60 and Keith Taylor 1960-62. 

In 1953, the Free Methodist began holding services 
in their new church in Brandon. Rapid City and Bran
don continued as one circuit with one pastor serving 
the two points. In September, 1956 two separate 
societies were organized, but one pastor continued to 
serve both churches until 1962. By then, many of the 
original families had moved to Brandon or other 
localities. Many of the older people had passed away. 
The Rapid City church was closed and the building was 
sold to John Northam. 

One Rapid City Free Methodist family, the Leonard 
Borleys, continued as members of the Brandon church 
and attended it until 1970. 

Although none of the original members of the Rapid 
City Free Methodist church now live in Rapid City, 
many of them are remembered by those who knew 
them and respected them for their faithfulness to God 
and their church. 

McBRIDE SUNDAY SCHOOL - compiled by Marga
ret Northam 

Sunday school was held at McBride School from 
1920 to 1928. It was held at two o'clock in the afternoon. 
The first superintendent was Edwin Shields. Others 
acting in this capacity were Edwin Heslop and Louis 
Lindenberg. Mrs. Robert Greig acted as assistant 
superintendent until 1928. 

Teachers were Mrs. John Graham and Albert Tut
tle. Those acting as secretaries were Stanley Greig, 
Blanche Bayes, Margaret Bramley, and Bessie 
(Margaret) Greig. Ruth Greig and Florence Bramley 
served as organists. 

Picnics were enjoyed each year. These were usual
ly held at the farm home of Albert Tuttle. Prizes were 
given for attendance and for essays written on the 
lessons. 

After the Sunday School closed the balance left 
from collection was $3.71. This was donated to the 
Children's Aid Society in 1930. 



eminiscences of Early Life 
REMINISCENCES OF JOHN HALES 

I was born in Maidstone, England in 1883. When I 
was eighteen years old I came with my father and 
mother from Hamilton, Ontario by box car on the 
Canadian Pacific Railway to Rapid City, the year was 
1901. I was the eldest boy in the Hales family. 

When I first came to Rapid City, Gossett-Jackson 
had the lumber yard where the Legion Gardens are 
now located. He also owned the brickyard, which was 
taken over by my uncle Mr. R. Hales, in 1900. This 
brickyard was one of the chief industries of the place 
at that time, and employed up to thirty men in the 
summertime. The brickyard was located on the farm 
now owned by Hugh Wright. 

To find water at the brickyard the men dug with 
picks and shovel, and a derrick was used to haul up the 
dirt. At the bottom of the hill the men went down forty
five feet and just found blue clay. Halfway up the hill 
they went down eighteen feet and found dandy water, 
but at the top of the hill they went down twenty-two 
feet and the windmill could not pump it dry, that was 
in the year 1901. 

Planks fourteen inches by fourteen feet were used 
to keep the machine going, which was driven by 
horses. The force of the machine brought the clay 
down to the mold where a press would press the mold 
out. A big knife at the front of the machine was used to 
smooth out the bricks. One mold would hold six bricks, 
and after it was carefully dumped out it was taken on a 
long wheelbarrow to a heck to dry. A man had to keep 
the fire burning in the kiln night and day, using wood 
for fuel. If the fire went out it would spoil the bricks 
and if it was too hot it would melt the bricks. A good 
orrck would have a ring to it if it was hit, and a poor 
one would sound hollow. The bricks that were to be 
used had to be made the year before. 

A crew of mainly two men wheeling clay, two men 
smoothing clay, one plalatte boy, two men to take 
the bricks to the heck to dry, and one sand boy could 
manufacture 10,000 bricks in one day. At that time 
bricks sold for ten dollars a thousand. Wages at that 
time were $20.00 a month for single men and $25.00 for 
married men. I approached my uncle, stating that 
because I was doing extra chores I felt that I deserved 
to get $25.00 instead of $20.00. My uncle replied that I 
would receive a Christmas bonus, which I am still 
waiting for. Harry Simpson who was about fifteen 
years old was a sand boy at that time. Mr. Crane was 
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another good worker and could carry twelve bricks at 
a time all day long. 

Once I went east with a hundred pounds of clay to 
have it tried out with a method that glazed brick, 
called Terra Cotta. A sheet of this twelve feet square 
cost $2,000.00. It had a tendency to crack when it hit 
the air and then it was only worth $1,000.00. 

I was also a fire ranger for a number of years, 
riding fifty-two miles a day on horseback. I 
homesteaded in the Clanwilliam area, in 1914 I 
purchased two sheep from Ern Proven for $3.50 each. 
By the time I left the area in 1928, I had 202 ewes. 

During the winters I hauled wood from the lumber 
camp in the Harrison Municipality. I traded Charlie 
Beattie a load of wood for a sheepskin coat. One inci
dent I recall, heading out for camp one bitterly cold 
day, the horses had to keep knocking off the icicles 
that were forming on their nostrils, so they could 
breathe. I walked most of the twenty-five miles with 
only gum rubbers and lumber socks on my feet. When I 
arrived at camp the men could hardly believe that I 
had not frozen my feet as it was fifty-two below zero. 

In those days a dry salt brine was put on the meat 
for preserving it, ten pounds of salt to one hundred 
pounds of meat. The meat was then put in an air tight 
building where it was smoked, using clean wood chips. 

We were the first couple to be married in the 
United Church, which was built from the bricks from 
Hales Brickyard. 

REMINISCENCE OF CLARK HOPPER 
In 1903 I came from the farm near Newdale to live 

for a year with my uncle and aunt and attend school. 
Rapid City was really a wonderful little town. At any 
rate to me it soon came to have all the glamour, life 
had suddenly expanded. 

We had a school football team and competed with 
Minnedosa and Neepawa. We had a school lacrosse 
team that played home and home games with 
Hamiota. We had a hockey team that played against 
Oak River and Hamiota. Then there was a men's foot
ball team and for a time a sort of boating club and a 
barber-shop quartette. They rowed up the river and 
sang "Sweet Adeline. "And always, always there was 
the town lacrosse team, the Rapid City Thistles". It 
seems to me that in those days every man, woman and 
child played, or had played or was getting ready to 
play lacrosse. And I mean lacrosse, not the cramped 



Hopper Family: Back row, John William, Minnie. 
iCentre, Mrs. Hopper, Mr. D. A. Hopper. Front: 
Elierton and Gertrude C1895. 

and mutilated form now known as box-lacrosse. We 
played it as the Indians had played it, except we played 
it better. 

We had a good school, too and a good school prin
cipal, G. A. Sproule, later Professor of English and 
Registrar of the Manitoba Agricultural College for 
more than twenty-five years. We had a dramatic socie
ty that put on a play in town, and then took the show to 
Hamiota. We had debates. I shall never forget my first 
debate in St. Paul's Presbyterian Church. Ken Stone 
and I debated against Mr. Sproule and one other on the 
topic, "The pen is mightier than the sword." We had 
the sword; they had the pen. Mr. Sproule very effec
tively quoted from the Bible against the use of the 
sword. We were at that time taking up The Merchant 
of Venice under the very able teaching of Mr. Sproule 
and an answer from Shakespear to the biblical quota
tion came to my mind even there in my fright. 
The devil can cite scripture for his purpose, 
An evil soul producing holy witness 
Is Uke a goodly apple rotten at the core. 
Let no such man be trusted. 

I did not have the nerve to use the quotation, I being 
the pupil and he the teacher. I have regretted my 
timidity for now nearly fifty years. 

But the centre of Ufe around which everything else 
revolved was the lacrosse team. Rapid City had been 
provincial champions in the 80's and we repeated just 
twenty years later. We were in a league with Hamiota, 
Newdale and Neepawa in 1906. We won the league and 
then defeated a Winnipeg team that came out for an 
exhibition match. I remember walking around the 
mill-pond with Ken Stone an hour or so before the 
game. Ken had not quite made the team for the match 
and he solemnly assured me that he would gladly give 
an arm to play in the game that evening. You can see 
that we took our lacrosse very seriously. 

In 1907 we won again as you very well know and this 
time played Holland in Winnipeg for the provincial 
championship. The team went in to Winnipeg a day 
ahead and stopped at the Winnipeg Hotel on Main 
Street. Both teams went out to River Park on one of 
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those open-air street cars built like a flat car. I 
remember thinking how young and slight many of our 
team looked alongside our older and bigger opponents. 
In the meantime a special train had arrived from 
Rapid City leaving only a night watchman in charge of 
the town until the people returned. 

We were down 3-5 with only ten minutes to go but 
kept on plugging in a fever of excitement. Our op
ponents were tiring and we did have the condition, and 
made it 5-5 just before the whistle blew. It was getting 
near dark and they decided to break the tie with the 
first goal. Benny Burland at centre got the ball on the 
faceoff. He circled around a bit looking for a place to 
put the ball and passed to Tommy Gardner. Tommy 
made no mistake about it. He went right through the 
defense and right into the net, player, ball and stick. 
Holland had not touched the ball in that hectic minute. 

Our rooters swarmed over the field and I think 
every young woman from Rapid City tried to kiss us. 
In fact they did. From a letter written to The Editor, 
Rapid City, Reporter, 1953. 

REMINISCENCE OF ELLERTON HOPPER - by 
Ellerton Simpson Hopper 

Ellerton Simpson Hopper, born at Rapid City on the 
11th Day of April, 1883, the son of David Allan and Jen
nie Hopper. 

My mother and father, accompanied by their three 
children, Jack, the eldest, age six; William age four; 
and Minnie, age two; left their native village of 
Chesley, Bruce County, Ontario in 1881 came west as 
far as Winnipeg, where they stayed for a short time 
with his father, John Hopper, who owned and operated 
a farm at Springfield, north of Winnipeg. 

Like many others, west bound, his destination was 
Rapid City, reported as an attractive location, situated' 
on the bank of the Little Saskatchewan River, and with 
every possiblity of being selected as a divisional point 
on the railway, then under construction by the C.P.R. 

Rails has been laid as far west as Grand Valley, a 
few miles east of the present city of Brandon. 

It was my father's intention on arrival to get 
started in the general store business. While in Win
nipeg he arranged with a wholesale firm to provide 
him with a supply of merchandise as soon as premises 
could be secured. 

In the meantime, he operated in a small way from 
his home, and travelled with horse and buggy, showing 
samples of his wares to the settlers throughout the far
ming community. This provided a worthwhile venture, 
and in a very short time he was in business, in 
premises on the main street of Rapid City. 

A photo of his store is presently in the hands of a 
local committee in charge of the archives collected to 
date. My father is shown in this picture standing in the 
doorway. Above him is a sign which reads - POST 
OFFICE -, he having been appointed Postmaster at 
that time. 

The picture also shows much of his stock out front, 
in every available space, a bit of advertising, a com
mon practise in those early days. 

In obtaining help in the store as well as attending to 
duties in the Post Office he had little difficulty in per-



sua ding his brother, Sam, to give up his farming in 
Springfield and take on a new form of employment. 
This turned out to be a new and interesting experience 
for him. 

The mail at that time was brought to Rapid City 
from Brandon by a four-horse mail and stage coach, 
three days each week, a distance of 22 miles. It took 
three hours to make the trip. 

It was always an exciting moment for me to be 
there to see its arrival, the unloading of sacks of mail 
as well as a few passengers. 

Prior to the construction of branch rail lines, Rapid 
City was designated as a distributing point for 
deliveries of mail to such places as Newdale, Moline, 
Pettipiece, Oak River, Shoal Lake and Birtle. 

What was known as the HALF-WAY HOUSE was a 
convenient and popular overnight stop for those 
travelling with heavy loads, and was located midway 
between Brandon and Rapid City. 

One of the highlights of that time for me was to be 
on hand to witness the Indian Pow-wow. This event 
usually took place on a grassy plot of land adjacent to 
the drugstore, owned and operated by Dr. 
Crookshanks, the town's only physician. 

The Indians, about a dozen in number, were part of 
the Sioux tribe, under the leadership of Chief Antoine, 
an outstanding and attractive individual. I always 
managed somehow to get a closeup view of him and his 
warriors, to me an exciting event. 

On one occasion Chief Antoine stopped at the door 
of a home when he overheard the voice of a young lady 
singing, with an organist accompaniment. He called 
out to her through an open window, "Moonica 
Washta", which translated means "White Girls and 
Good", his way of expressing his appreciation of good 
music. 

Indians in those days knew little of our conventional 
way of life. Instead of knocking at doors they would 
just walk right in and occupy what chairs were 
available. Taken by surprise the occupant of the home, 
rising to the occasion, would pour out cups of tea with 
any extra food available. Their stay was usually brief 
and left with a note of satisfaction. 

Another exciting occasion in store for the young fry 
of our town was the arrival of what was known in those 
days as "Christie's Logs", named after a well-known 
sawmill operator, J. H. Christie of Brandon. 

The river was used as a means of transportation of 
these logs, cut in an area considerable distance north 
of the town. They had to be brought down the river in 
late spring, taking advantage of the usual heavy run
off at that time of the year. Especially well trained 
men were required to keep the logs moving so as to 
prevent what was called Logjams. One of these.oc
curred a short distance east of the town and several of 
my age, myself included, decided it would be fun to 
run the logs so as to reach the cook tent. This we did 
and on arrival the cook greeted us with gifts of some 
newly cooked buns of which he boasted and with extras 
thrown in for good measure. It was a day to 
remember. 

In midwinter the mill pond in the centre of the town 
was a frozen area to a considerable depth, and with a 
good covering of snow it provided ideal conditions for 
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horse racing. Perched on top of a high cutter· the driver 
was able to provide the crowd with a good perfor
mance in horse racing, and all seemed to enjoy the 
sport. 

At the south-east end of the pond a large structure 
was erected by local enthusiasts to be used as a 
toboggan slide. From this point was erected a sloping 
approach with guard rails, and frozen over it provided 
exciting tobogganing for young and old. The end of the 
run was far out over the frozen pond. The long up
grade to the point of commencement seemed all part 
of the fun. 

Lacrosse in summer was the favorite sport. Rapid 
City had a team entered in the provincial league with 
many visiting teams coming here at intervals. A pic
ture of our team is presently in the hands of the local 
committee in charge of the museum, and appearing in 
this photo can be seen the following players - Sam 
Hopper, Rev. A. Vining, Messres Vaughan, Burland 
and Bertrand, Gus Basler, Jack Vaughan, Charlie 
McQuinn, Bob Butchart, Billie Basler and Messrs 
Boyd and Humber. 

As for politics in those days, the name of Dr. W. J. 
Roche comes to mind. I can recall the federal elec
tions of 1896 when Dr. Roche was elected as the 
Conservative Member for Marquette, a riding which 
included Minnedosa as well as Rapid City. 

It was about the year 1890 that my father, aware of 
the need of a bank for the community, decided that he 
would do something about it. With adjacent premises 
available and with financial assistance when required 
arranged with the Merchants Bank in Winnipeg, he 
sold the store business, and with his brother Sam as his 
assistant, he announced the opening of a private bank. 

His next move was to more suitable premises on an 
adjacent street, which I recall was located about op
posite the Town Hall. As a lad of about seven or eight I 
recall spending much of my time after school hours 
and on Saturdays watching normal banking procedure. 
This seemed like the beginning of my banking career. 

My uncle, Sam Hopper, was the first person 
employed in my father's bank. At a later date when my 
father sold his business to the Union Bank, and a 
branch of that bank was established in Rapid City, 
Sam was appointed their first manager. 

Others I recall who were employed from time to 
time were Frank Reid, and who at a later date joined 
the Home Bank and served as Manager of their Win
nipeg office for a number of years. Another local boy 
employed was Betmy Burland, who I understand ob
tained a good position with another Canadian Bank. 

As to the exact location of our home in Rapid City I 
can best describe it as situated on the street just east 
of the main road leading south to Brandon and a very 
short distance from the main shopping centre. On the 
opposite side of this street lived the Currie family. 
Mollie was one of them I remember. Later she lived in 
Vancouver and followed the nursing profession, also 
Norman, and here I might add that he appears in a 
photo taken with quite a large group of Rapid City peo
ple held at what was known as the McKenzie Grove. 
The photo of this group is now in the possession of the 
Committee in charge of the local museum. 

Just west of the Currie home stood a large building 



Rapid City Lacrosse team 1888, left to right Back row; S. T. Hopper, A. J. Vining, W. M. Vaughan, James 
Burland, F. Berthen. Centre; G. Basler, J. M. Vaughan, C. McQuinn, W. McAlpin. Front; R. Butchard, W. Basler, 
W. Boyd, O. W. Humber. 

facing the Brandon trail, owned and occupied as a 
sales stable for horses, by S. L. Head, one of the town's 
best known and successful businessman. 

One of Mr. Head's pieces of real estate was a large 
tract of land, situated on the north side of the river, 
and used at one time for the growing of potatoes, a 
profitable venture with an assured local market. 

Much help was needed in midsummer to do the hill
ing and weeding, and I volunteered with others to 
supply this help. The pay was 25¢ a row. I finished one 
row, collected my 25¢ and decided that this kind of a 
job was not for me. 

Our school was situated a short distance south of 
the town on a large tract of unoccupied land. Our 
teacher was John Whyte. On the Occasion of the 
centennial celebration in 1970, I had the pleasure of 
meeting his youngest daughter, Aleta and her husband, 
Ernest Butchart who make their home in Kelowna, 
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B.C. The Whyte family lived quite close to ours in 
those days. 

Dealing with emergencies seemed a daily oc
curance for many of us and included school teachers. 
In those hot summer days, Mr. Whyte was faced with 
one of these, in providing drinking water for his thristy 
pupils. A couple of husky young lads were chosen to 
help out in coping with this problem and with pails of 
water from the school well and a dipper for serving the 
pail was passed along the aisle. It seemed abundently 
satisfying and work was soon back to normal. 

Another exciting day for me was permission to 
board a special excursion train arranged as a day's 
outing on one of our public holidays. Our destination 
was Minnedosa, over the railway known as the 
Manitoba and Northwestern. The conductor was Harry 
Coffin, and his assistant was his brother Phil, acting as 
brakeman. This work was something new and 
fascinating to me and I was sure that when my school 



days came to an end railroading would be my future 
work. However, at a later date I decided that banking 
was more to my liking and this I pursued as a career. 

I am very happy to have had this opportunity of 
recording some of my experiences during the early 
days of Rapid City. 

REMINISCENCES OF THE ALEXANDER 
HOWDEN FAMILY - by Dorothy Howden 

Alexander Howden moved from Ontario to Win
nipeg in 1880. In 1900, he and a law partner (name un
known) decided to go to Dawson City in the Yukon, to 
practise law. At the same time, the family moved to 
Rapid City, (Mrs. Jane Marella Howden, Mabel, 
Stanley, Alice and Dorothy) where they occupied a 
duplex facing north toward the river. A family by the 
name of Stones occupied the other half of the duplex. 

In 1903, Mr. Howden returned from the Yukon and 
opened a law practise in Brandon, Manitoba. At the 
same time he bought a house in Rapid City where Mrs. 
Howden and the family moved to. I understand that a 
new school was built on the property facing our house. 
Mr. Howden owned the property that the new school 
stands on. The old house is still there now occupied by 
J. Ringland. 

Mr. Howden commuted, leaving Brandon on Satur
days and returning on Tuesday mornings. He did this 
until 1915, when he had the brick office building bunt, 
which still stands. The old municipal office. 
Sometimes clients were unable to pay cash for the law 
fees and Mr. Howden accepted certain articles in lieu 
of the fee. Among these were two valuable historical 
water colours by Canadian artists, one of Fort Garry 
and the other, The National Dream, the first railway 
through the Rockies at Kicking Horse Pass. 

When Mr. Howden returned from the Yukon, he 
also purchased a farm near what is now Cardale, Man. 
This farm remained in the family until 1974. 

In 1924, Mabel died and was buried in Rapid City 
Cemetery. In April, 1926, Mr. and Mrs. Howden and 
the rest of the family moved to Vancouver, B.C. Mr. 
Howden died in October of the same year. Mrs. 
Howden died in April, 1941, Stanley in 1954 and Alice in 
1964. 

REMINISCENCE OF CHARLIE MUNDELL 
I started school at Red Jacket, Saskatchewan, when 

five years old, a small district not far from Moosomin, 
now situated on No.1 highway. 

I recall moving to Gautier Junction, 21f2 miles west 
of Rapid City, when I was six years old. We came by 
mixed train - belongings and family arriving at the 
same time at 10:30 in the morning in August 1920. As 
my father was section foreman, we moved into the 
dark red section house, close to the banks of the Little 
Saskatchewan River. 

We soon became acquainted with our neighbours, 
the Kirkpatricks and the Fullers, at that time. There 
were 8 miles of track to maintain using a handcar, 
which was heavy work. I remember two of his men -
John Luker and George Gardiner from Rapid City. 

Life at the Junction was one of great enjoyment, es
pecially for the children that lived there. There was 
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swimming and fishing in the summer and skating and 
playing hockey in the winter on the river nearby. (Also 
the occasional playing hooky from school in the 
summer.) 

We children rode the CPR train each day to school. 
There was an average of ten students riding into Rapid 
City each morning. We got off the train at the CP sta
tion at 9:00 a.m. and then went the next half mile to 
school on a sleigh in the winter time on Sample's dray, 
driven by the late Thomas Parker. The names of the 
two horses were Pat and Prince. In the spring and fall 
the children walked the half mile and it was an un
derstood fact that the children would be at least 10 
minutes late. In the afternoon there was another train 
leaving the depot at 4:30 p.m. and this one took us 
home. The cost of travel for each pupil was 10 cents 
each way - when the conductor decided to collect. 

I recall the coaches of this train were wooden and it 
was a mixed train from Miniota (44 miles away) to 
Gautier Junction and from there to Brandon it was a 
passenger - one coach and one baggage car. One day 
the train was pulled by engine No. 144 and the other 
days by No. 93. The train backed in from Gautier Junc
tion to Rapid City in the morning and at night backed 
out the 2112 pIiles to the Y at Gautier. The engine 
always took on water at Gautier - the tank being on 
the banks of the Little Saskatchewan River. The water 
was pumped by windmill. When the tank went empty, 
due to lack of wind, a pump man was sent out from 
Brandon. His name was Jack McBarr and he lived at 
122-15th St., Brandon. His job was to start the engine 
and pump water. The water tank at Hamiota was 
seldom used as it contained hard water which coated 
the boiler. 

I learned lately that engine No. 144 is in a museum 
iQ Montreal and is in perfect running order, ready for 
steam at any time. It was out as far as Revelstoke in 
the summer of 1975 - part of a travelling railway dis
play. 

My brother Jim and I rode this train from 1920-1928. 
The train was always on time morning and night, un
less stuck in a snow bank, which was very seldom. I 
remember especially the names of some of the 
regulars running the train - Bert Coultry, conductor 
and Bill Dart, regular baggage man. He lived in 
Minota and retired to Montreal. Bill was a friend to 
everyone and known to all train watchers along the 
line. Another train man was Alex McNeil of 'l12-6th St., 
Brandon and Sterling, his son, was an RCMP officer 
who headed the Musical Ride at one time. 

I also recall how the trainmen lit the lamps on the 
train by turning a tap with a stick and lighting them 
with a torch, on the same stick. They were good lights 
and I believe gas fed. 

I started school in Rapid City in August 1920 in the 
Old Odd Fellows' Hall, grades 1 and 2. My first teacher 
was Miss Miller. The next year we moved into the 
large school where the present museum now stands. 

Other teachers I recall were Miss Rosella Pollick, 
and Mrs. Frederick Phillip Grove. Mrs. Grove was a 
very tall slim lady. She often wore a long brown dress 
(which was the current style) and her hair done up in a 
neat bun at the back. She was very patient but a task 
master in that she commanded respect by all. 



Principals of my time were a Mr. Pierce and Mr. 
Frederick Phillip Grove. 

One event I remember so well as a class party. 
Once a year Mrs. Grove invited her class to her home 
for a party in the evening. On this one occasion, Bill 
Barrett and I took father's team (old Kitty and Nell) 
and attended this party. We put the team in D. A. 
Roger's stable. (He ran the bakery in Rapid City at 
that time). We were boys of about 11 and 12 years old. 
The party started early and finished early. We played 
games and had contests. Mrs. Grove would pair off 
boys and girls for these contests. My girl was Lillian 
Hazelwood, and was I ever shy! When the school party 
was over, Mr. Grove came down to the stable to make 
sure Bill and I got on our way home with Kitty and 
Nell. Mr. Grove was a tall slim man, very quiet. They 
lived straight east of the big school, across the street 
on the corner. 

May Grove, their daughter was the same age as I, 
and in the same grade. In the summer of 1927 she took 
sick during vacation time and died from appendicitis. 
Mr. and Mrs. Grove finally retired to Simcoe, Ontario. 
But all three, father, mother and daughter are buried 
in Rapid City Cemetery. 

One incident of note that I can remember from 
those years was the day I broke my ankle at school -
wrestling with Lloyd McTavish's brother, Don. I was 
carried on a stretcher by two boy scouts down to Dr. 
Cruickshank's office. He bandaged up my ankle and 
put me on the train for Gautier Junction. The 
stretcher-bearers accompanied me home, and I was 
there for 14 days. I used my brother Jim's lacrosse 
stick for a crutch. 

I remember a land mark called Balkwell's Mill, two 
miles down the river from Rapid City. The site has 
practically disappeared but the good fishing hole is 
still there. 

A pastime that was very exciting was when brother 
Jim and I used to climb up to the top of the water tank 

a distance of maybe 60 feet, and also up the wooden 
windmill. 

Sometimes the river overflowed its banks in the 
spring on account of ice jams on the CPR bridge at the 
Junction. The men blasted the ice with dynamite to 
clear the ice from the bridge. 

My eight years at Gautier Junction provided me 
with pleasant associations and many happy memories 
of a carefree boyhood. 

REMINISCENCE OF THE MAIL ROUTE - by Frank 
(Pop) Hyndman 

After coming to Rapid City, I worked for the Good 
Roads, until I took over the Mail Route in 1930. I 
started it with a horse and buggy and then two horses 
and a van. Later I had a model "T" Ford in the 
summertime. I then got a model" A" Ford from Alvin 
Barrett, you mind the "Old Green Hornet," that was a 
real little car I'll tell you, I've never seen anything like 
it, cause Alvin trained it I guess. I then got a Ford, 
then, a Cbev and then the little red International, 
which I used until I quit and Timer took over. 

The Old Mail Route was a God send to us. I only got 
thirty-eight dollars a month for sixteen years. But the 
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Frank Hyndman on mail route. 

people on Rural Route One saved the bacon time and 
again, at Christmas and all occasions. With pieces of 
meat, chickens and the likes of that. We brought cattle 
with us when we moved and had a large garden for 
vegetables. I had the mail route for thirty-seven years. 
I used to take groceries out and do errands for them 
and never regretted one minute of it. Rural Route One 
is in my heart and always will be. I still go with Timer 
every day and I guess I will always want to. 

There was only one time when I was a little dis
gusted, it was my last trip at Christmas. I had the little 
van piled full and Nyall was with me and we stopped, 
at Oakleigh. James' were living there then and hired 
man and his wife were waiting for us. They wanted to 
come to town, well, I said that I couldn't see how I can 
take you, because I have egg crates and a couple cans 
of cream and Christmas parcels to no end. The wife 
says, "Well if you can make room for me, hubby can 
run behind." I said, "like a bunch of hell, if there is 
room for you there's going to be room for him." So we 
re-arranged our load, put the lady down in the corner 
on the bottom and put hubby on her knee and Nyall was 
kind of on her and other things. We'd got a bottle of 
wine from Mrs. F. T. Smith, that's McGee's Grand
mother, and he and I drank from the bottle on the way 
to town. But I will never forget that day when she said, 
"If you can make room for me, hubby can run behind." 
That was too much. 

One time at Mrs. Jim Ironside's, Jim's boys fixed 
me up with a little "oh be joyful" and I was sitting 
right next to her electric range and I had on one of 
those plastic coats and the thing was hot and I didn't 
know it, it wasn't red, but it sure was too hot for that 
old coat. 

I used to go out through Curly Bill's farm, west of 
John W.'s, through his yard and down through 



Kroeger's, just wherever you could go. But now if it 
blows you don't have to go. One time it was a real 
rough day and I didn't go out, and I met E. S. Gardiner 
on the street, he had an insurance business, very exact 
old fellow, and he says, "Frank, haven't you gone on 
the mail yet?" and I says, "No, not going today," and 
he says, "hasn't the mail got to go through?" and I 
says, "sure has but they didn't say today." One other 
time we had a Model "T" converted into a truck, and 
had it piled high with mail, that was when the post of
fice was in the Masonic Hall now used by Stan Haslen, 
mother was sitting in the truck, and Mr. Birkinshaw, 
(old Sir William) came along with a pair of plough 
shares and he says tell Frank to take these out to 
J.W.'s. Mother says, "what would you do without 
Frank?" and he says, "why get another one." 

Only once I didn't get home because of storms. I got 
as far, as north of Wallace school just north of where 
Joe Chapman's buildings are, and the road was just 
plugged solid between two bluffs. I turned the horses 
around and went back to Cornish's and stayed all night 
there. Sunday coming home I came across what's 
Morley Cornish's half now and in through John Ander
son's, that's where Jimm Borley lives and up the other 
road. It was blocked solid and Doctor Gilhuly's snow
mobile was laying on its side at the corner of Hugh 
Wrights. There was quite a large bluff and a slough, 
and the snow was awful deep and that big old snow
mobile was laying on its side. I got home about two 
o'clock Sunday, and I guess Doctor Gilhuly got home 
somehow. 

Jappy Peart helped me out twice, one time I got 
blood poisoning in my foot and he drove for me for a 
couple of weeks. Mother was in the hospital, and we all 
came down with the measles. Grace Fuller came over, 
to help and she came down with them, then Olive 
Haslen came over from Gill's and she took them. Then 
Molly Parker came in and took charge. Molly was a 
darling, I was never so sick in my life. 

One time there was a heck of a storm and Mr. 
Hartwell wouldn't let me go on the mail. Bob James 
was sick at Tommy Davies and Doctor GHhuly called 
me to take Molly Parker out. So I told Mr. Hartwell 
that I had better do the mail because Doctor Gilhuly 
wants me to take Molly Parker out. He says, "no sir, 
you can't go and you can't take her." I then hunted up 
Ed Reage, he had a snowmobile and he agreed to take 
us out. So I put the team in the barn and away we went. 
Molly, Ed and I got going and it wasn't too bad, lots of 
snow until we started west from highway 270 where 
there was a big bluff and the road went through it, and 
the snow was up to the top of the trees. Doc had told 
me to be careful as the road was not level. We were go
ing along fine until we hit this spot, and we slowed 
down and got stuck right on top of the bluff, if we had 
gone fast enough we would have gone over. So we got 
out, it was blowing like hell, Ed got on one side and 
Molly and I on the other. We started to push and Molly 
had an arm on my shoulder and she pushed me right up 
to my arms in the snow, but we struggled through it. 
We got to Tommy's and everything was fine. Doctor 
Said reminds me of Doctor Gilhuly, he makes you feel 
good just by talking to you. 

I used to take a sleigh load out each Friday night, 
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one week to Oakleigh and the next Friday to st. 
George's for twenty-five cents each. The odd time I 
went to McBride. 

Then I used to drive the preacher, I'd take him to 
St. George's (Anglican), and to Wallace (United). 

I took Doctor Bruser out to Frank Posthumus's one 
night. One of his boys or girls was being born and we 
were too late. Florence Marriott and Eva Howard 
were already there. We were coming home at about 
three or four in the morning, and their little backsides 
just a bouncing on the seats of the van, when we came 
by where Ollie McLean lives the pipes from the stove 
danced off the little heater and smoke was pouring out 
and poor Doctor Bruser in the back gagging. I took him 
one other time to Bert Westwood's, where Keith 
Finlay now lives. We'd gone across a winter trail out 
through the old fair grounds. He didn't like the van and 
he said, "Does this thing ever upset," and I said "No." 
By golly if I didn't hit a little snowbank and she went 
down on one runner for a while and go back. He said, 
"it didn't upset" and I said, "no never yet." 

Doctor GHhuly lived where Harvey McKay lives. 
Doctor Bruser came after Doctor Gilhuly. Doctor 
Young was the auctioneer and veterinarian. 

REMINISCENCE OF MARGARET WOOD 
(MENZOSKIE) - by Margaret Wood (Menzoskie) 

You know; when I think of Bessie Creighton, it's 
hard to believe that someone like her actually existed. 
Whatever had happened in her life, we are not sure, 
but she did come from England and was supposed to 
have been a school teacher. She actually was quite 
clever as Stella often said how Bessie could help her 
with anything in her homework. She lived in this one 
room house on the hill and there was just one path in it 
and that was to the stove. There was usually two or 
three cats sleeping in the oven as she only put one stick 
of wood in at a time, it never got too hot to harm them. 
She had papers stacked on both sides like you wouldn't 
believe. Every spring there was always a brush fire 
and of course one year if it didn't burn down her house 

at least I believe that's what happened. Anyway, my 
mother, who was a very kind woman, took her in. She 
didn't want a bed she just slept in a chair. She said she 
never knew any other way to sleep. The town finally 
gave her a new one room house and some furniture and 
hoped she would keep it in better shape. I know that 
her first Christmas in it Mr. Beattie sent a bunch of 
goodies for us to take to her. She often came to our 
place, mostly when my father was at work, as he was 
not too fond of having her around but mother would 
always prepare a meal for her. She always kept 
chickens and you would see her going down to the 
elevator with a broom in one hand and a pail in the 
other to sweep up some grain for them. She always 
wore long dresses and sometimes two or three hats on 
her head. Casey Langrill was the agent at the elevator. 
He was quite a jolly fellow and kind to her. I can still 
remember the evening she came to our place when she 
had a heart attack and was wanting smelling salts 
which I think was one of the cures in those days. She 
was eventually put in Minnedosa hospital and after 
that Mrs. Carrol took care of her. She still used to 
come over to visit my mother. 



Now to get down to my family. My brothers Joe, 
Bill, Alex, Mack and Lodge have all passed away. My 
sisters, Mary and Stella live in Winnipeg and I now live 
in Surrey, B.C. Joe loved Rapid City and thought there 
was no better place to live. He worked in the General 
Store for Mr. Beattie. Bill also worked for him. Alex 
worked in the hardware store for Mr. T. J. Butchart 
and used to say that he chewed nails and spit rust. 
Lodge, like my dad, worked for the C.P.R. as a section 
man. My dad worked every day except Sunday with 
only one holiday during the year which was Christmas 
Day. Three of my brothers, Alex, Joe and Mack served 
in the war. Mack was accidently killed in it. We always 
went to the United church and Mary and Stella were in 
the choir. Stella also played the violin. 

Rapid City was sure a great place to grow up in. We 
always seemed to have so much fun and good times, as 
Herb Scott used to say that's because we were all poor 
together. I can remember the years of the depression 
when the hoboes used to ride the rods and, of course, 
with us living so close to the railroad, they used to 
come to our place to ask for something to eat and 
mother always fed them. She was a wonderful person 
so jolly and good natured. 

You know Jean it sure would be great to re-live 
some of those days. They say you should never look 
back but I don't know, there were lots of happy as well 
as sad times for us in Rapid City. Stella, Mary and I 
used to have great times talking about them. Rapid 
City surely has become a lovely place with all the new 
homes, so nice in the valley with the river running 
through it. I wish you luck with your book. It's too bad 
Cooper Stone isn't still alive as he would have been 
able to have helped you so much. He was such a good 
man in so many ways. 

COMMUNICATION by Edgar Gardiner 

To the Editor, 
Rapid City Reporter 
Dear Sir: 

Brandon, May 27, 1935 

Now referring to the query in your May 10th issue, I 
would like to add that in the spring of 1880, fifty-five 
years ago, I left England, sailing from Liverpool April 
23 on board the Dominion liner, S.S. Montreal, with a 
party brought out by C. J. Whellams. In this party 
were the Burgess's, Faint's, Truscott's, Mrs. 
Whellems with her four children - Willie, Ernie and 
two sisters, now living in Winnipeg, and others too 
numerous to mention. We all landed at Montreal. 

We had experience of the ice field in the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence. We saw other ships keeping clear of the ice 
in the open sea, but our Captain broke his way into the 
ice for several miles, until the crew found the water 
coming in through a hole punctured in the bow of the 
ship. The donkey engine however kept the water down 
and we were held up in this position for five days, drif
ting back to sea with the ice when it all disappeared, I 
might say that while in the ice many young men got 
down on the ice with their guns, shooting seals that 
seemed very plentifuL These slid away through the 
crevices. This was a dangerous game and should not 
have been allowed. 
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Mr. Whellams gave us quite a trip after landing. A 
couple of days at Montreal, Chicago, St. Louis, st. Paul 
and other places before leaving for western Canada on 
the old fashioned train, engine with high chimney and 
a wood burner at that. Had to stop about every five 
miles for wood. We arrived on the banks of the Red 
River, ferried across the river, tramped along the 
narrow loose planked sidewalk to the then best hotel in 
the little village of Winnipeg. Winnipeg was about the 
size of Rapid City in the boom times. I must not forget 
to say that Rapid City then was on the map as the first 
division of the C.P.R. 

I sailed up the grand old Assiniboine river on a flat 
bottom boat named the Marquette, got shipwrecked 
somewhere near High Bluff for about a week, when the 
boat Manitoba came out from Winnipeg and rescued us 
by tying the two boats side by side and this is how we 
travelled, the boats being abreast all the way up to 
Grand Valley or Curries Landing. It was from the first 
boat Marquette that John Truscott fell overboard and 
drowned. He was a strong swimmer and a very fine 
man, but he was drawn under the big paddle wheel at 
the stern. 

Finally I may say that the first fine residence in the 
Rapid City district, built the summer of 1880, was 
promoted by Mr. Whellams on his farm one mile west 
of the City, and intended to be a church, all labor being 
free gratis for that purpose. Immediately after com
pletion same was turned into a beautiful residence. 

I trust Mr. Editor, you will find space for this, and 
if you would like more I can give you some real 
pioneer days spent in the English reserve. 

Thanking you, 
Sincerely yours, 
Edgar Gardiner 

Taken from Rapid City Reporter 6 June, 1935. 

CYCLONE STORM HIT TOWN, 1920 - From Rapid 
City Reporter 

One of the most disasterous storms in Rapid City's 
history, but nevertheless very welcome to the district 
bringing as it did much needed mositure, occured last 
Sunday night, July 18. The western sky gave warning 
that something was about to happen, and at 10 p.m. the 
elements were let loose in all their fury. The wind was 
of cyclonic proportions, the electrical display was very 
vivid, and the rain fell in torrents. 

The long dry spell had left few roofs through which 
the storm could not penetrate, and many citizens were 
busily engaged mopping up water after they realized 
that their homes were destined to remain on their 
foundations. Small buildings, chimneys, etc., fell easy 
prey to the storm and large buildings swayed to such 
an extent as to upset easily overbalanced articles. 

Chief damage befell the two storey, originally 
three, Urpeth Block, recently bought by S. Blakeston. 
The large flat roof was lifted, starting at the north
west corner, and approximately half of it deposited in 
the street, sretching to the buildings on the opposite 
side, breaking down electric light poles, wires and 
everything it encountered, but fortunately without loss 
of life. Flying stones and broken lumber shattered win
dows across the street including the three plate glass 



windows in G. Crookshank's store and windows in the 
east part of the Reporter office. The tinsmith shop roof 
was dropped half way across the street and part of the 
walls blown down. 

Articles which had been left on the floor were found 
in the street or lost completely. 

C. M. Beattie was a big loser, the water teeming 
through the roofless building and saturating his large 
stock of general merchandise. The LO.O.F. hall and 
lodge room are being utilized as drying rooms, consid
erable stock thus being saved from material damage. 
A. E. Lyne was more fortunate with his jewelry and 
stationery, his better class goods being to the front of 
the store and almost escaping. Butchart & Haslen, 
with the exception of their tinsmith shop, also escaped 
serious loss, the chief damage being the rusting of 
hardware, most of which has since been remedied. 

A gang of workmen were set to work on Monday 
morning and roofs have been replaced and nearly all 
debris removed. 

FLOOD NOTES 
Rapid City Reporter, Thursday, May 13, 1948 

Whole hearted cooperation can be credited with the 
survival of Rapid City's dam. Mayor Gardiner and his 
Council, residents of the town and the countryside 
gave of their time and muscle unstintingly days and 
nights in some cases. 

Rapid City has much to thank the selectors of this 
townsite for. Every house and practically every 
building is above the level of last week's record flood. 
Water surrounded the J. Barber house (Joe Norris cor
ner) but did not enter, which was the only residence 
really threatened. The J. R. Adams family moved to 
the south side of the river, but this was chiefly to 
avoid Jack being cut off from the bank and Charlotte 
from school. 

Rapid City's fire brigade took the precaution of 
dividing the town fire fighting equipment before the 
town was split in two, the old chemical engine being 
stationed north of the river in case it was required. 

City newspapers were represented by 
photographers and reporters by plane, by auto and by 
boat. Dozens of cameras in the hands of sight-seers 
were also clicking. 

Many sight-seers miscalculated the distance the 
torrent had to travel and were awaiting it at Rapid 
City hours too soon, some staying here all night. It was 
not until nearly thirteen hours after the Minnedosa 
dam broke that there was any rise here, and sixteen 
hours before the flood was at its peak. The crest did 
not pass through Brandon until after Thursday mid
night - fifty-odd hours after leaving Minnedosa. 

The rise started at Rapid City at 7:45 a.m. Wednes
day, was tearing over the full length of the dam around 
10 a.m., reached its maximum around 11:15 and con
tinued flooding the dam until mid-afternoon - an 
overflow period of five to six hours. 

Many can now read the 7th chapter of Genesis with 
a better understanding - the story of an earlier flood. 

The crest of the flood was about five feet above the 
general level maintained by the town. The highway 
was flooded from the bridge to in front of H. Waldon's 
garage; half way up the street to the Baptist Church; 
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partly across the avenue in front of the N. F. Basler 
residence; over the park road (raised last year above 
all known flood levels) and over the park; over the 
piles that used to protect the old grist mill. 

Rapid City dam used to be one of the town's show 
places, where you took your visitors if they loved beau
ty. Hundreds who saw it in flood were shocked to see 
how its approaches are being fouled. As repair work 
goes forward it ought to be tidied up and action taken if 
necessary to keep it that way. 

Alex Hucul, going home from school when the flood 
had the highway cut off, decided that his dinner was of 
sufficient importance for him to walk all the way to 
the CNR bridge east of town to make the crossing. 

When these dams are being repaired or restored, 
might be a good time to insist on the inclusion of fish 
slides. 

Sgt. Scarlett, RCE, ShUo, estimated the rate of 
drainage from Minnedosa Lake, prior to the break, as 
155,580,000 gals. per day, according to the ShUo 
Observer. 

Many citizens had never seen sand bags used under 
such conditions, and their effectiveness came as a real 
surprise. Except for where the dam was ripped away 
by the backwash, the rip-rapped face, topped with sand 
bags, remained practically undamaged. It was the 
torrent falling on the west slope that undermined the 
fill and worked backwards - right through the dam at 
its south end and about half way through along the bal
ance of the river's original course; also at a spot a few 
yards south of the spillway. Most of the old original 
fill, nearly half the length of the dam, remained prac
tically undamaged. 

When the worst was over, nearly all expressed 
pleased surprise that the sluices and so much of the 
dam fill had survived. There were a number of con
tributing factors to this fotunate result. The earthern 
fill was sand bagged and its core still frozen; the aux
iliary channel; so wisely and hurriedly excavated ac
commodated a large volume of water as the torrent 
enlarged it; giving of the south end of the fill. The 
result was that the volume going over the main dam 
was reduced not less than fifty per cent and the length 
of time of its going over was materially shortened. 
Had the water going over the dam been twice as deep 
and its action twice as long it is unlikely that any 
dam, or spillway either, would have survived. 

The thanks of Rapid City and district are due to 
those who cut that channel and sand bagged the fill. 

A thank you is due to the C.P.R. for their prompt 
action in supplying badly needed sand bags. 

There is talk of converting the auxiliary channel 
into a flat permanent spillway, to take care of all sur
plus water and maintain the lake at a desired level in
dependent of changing the logs at the sluices. 

It was estimated that 5,000 truck loads of stone had 
been dumped in the dam at Minnedosa from Saturday 
to Tuesday. 

Many will now better realize why the river flowing 
through Minnedosa and Rapid City was named Little 
Saskatchewan. Saskatchewan is the Indian name for 
rapid water. Seventy years ago this August, 
Saskatchewan City was the name suggested for this 
town, but being too long, Rapid City was the substitu-



tion. the rural municipality, however, was named 
Saskatchewan. 

COAL NEAR RAPID CITY? 
Considering the harsh winter of 1907 and the subse

quent fuel shortage, it is no wonder citizens of Rapid 
City began thinking more and more of coal deposits 
near home. Comments from newspaper editors and 
local people would suggest a geological examination of 
the possibility of locating coal should be undertaken by 
the government. Taking the initiative into their own 
hands, a syndicate was .formed to explore the 
possibilities. Named the "Manitoba Coal Develop
ment Company", under President A. McDermit, Vice
President H. Haufman and Secretary-Treasurer H. 
Hills, the group reported success if evidence of iron 
pyrates and excessive gas are any indication. Mr. 
Kaufman, who was in charge of explorations, spoke of 
plans which called for excavations of fifty-six feet (15-
18 m) and then develop a drift under the bed of the 
river. 

A week later, on July 23, a gas explosion collapsed 
the north wall, but no injuries were reported. 

Some time later, the project was abandoned, no 
doubt due to a reported death of one of the workers and 
to the fact of a limited amount of coal which was of 
poor quality. 

MEMORIES - by Dave McNaught 
About the winter of 1902, I watched as.they 'jacked 

up' the old schoolhouse and moved it on rollers. It was 
drawn by teams of horses over the ice of the millpond 
and became the woolen mill on the north side of the 
river near the dam. Later after some years of idleness 
it housed the Rushton-Proctor coal gas burning engine 
imported from Lincoln, England, which powered the 
dynamo for Rapid City's first town-lighting electrici
ty. It was in operation when I left in 1915. 

Maggie McQuinn and I started school when the new 
school opened in January, 1903. When the school first 
opened there was a two-cell jail on the grounds, but it 
was moved by spring. Nobody ever was in jail in my 
time, but there were cells in the bell tower. 

Miss Cleland and Miss Smith were both teaching in 
the room when we started, but had separate rooms 
later. Mr. John White was our teacher at about grade 
six. He had taught my father, uncles and aunts and was 
very patient with us. He later retired to become post
master. 

About 1904 Indians came in the winter selling frozen 
fish, woven baskets and beaded buckskin moccasins. 
They always came on 'citizens Day in the summer and 
put on a pow-wow on the corner, where the Union Bank 
was built afterwards, singing and dancing to the 
steady beat of the drum. 

One 'Citizens Day' I recall a pie eating contest. 
That same day a little pig was liberally coated with 
axle grease and turned loose to become the property of 
anyone who could catch and hold it. A great crowd of 
boys chased it but a greasy pig is a very hard thing to 
grip and hold. Most of us were very pleased to see a 
young Indian catch its hind leg and hold it. 

Then they had a greasy pole fastened to the bridge 
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and projecting about ten feet over the water. Young 
men and boys in bathing suits tried to walk the pole to 
get a ticket fastened there, enticing them to a prize. 
Many tried and slipped off into the river until wet feet 
finally wore off enough grease to allow a winner to 
reach the end. I was not a contestant and do not 
remember what the prize was, but it was successful 
entertainment for the crowd watching. 

When I was about fifteen my grandfather gave me 
the first (and only) fancy straw hat I ever had. It had a 
narrow brim and a blue silk band, picked out with 
silver threads around the crown. I was quite proud of 
it. I honoured Citizens Day by wearing it to the 
grounds and as I was sitting on the fence near the 
grandstand with a line of others watching the races, a 
farmer and his wife drove up behind us and his horse 
immediately took a bite out of the back of the brim of 
my good hat! I was too proud at fifteen to wear a hat 
with a bite out of it but my brother four years 
younger was delighted to have it. I never watched a 
horse race with any enjoyment since! 

THE MILLS - submitted by Mae Hales 
Situated as it was on the banks of the Little 

Saskatchewan river, Rapid City was readily 
recognized by the early settlers as the ideal place to 
build a grist mill. 

In 1878 George Balkwell procured machinery for a 
grist and saw-mill from Ontario. The river provided 
water power for the mill and a water-wheel powered 
the grist mill. Settlers for many miles around brought 
their grain to be gristed. 

Records show that in 1880 George Balkwell had the 
Rapid City Mills and a Dr. McIntosh ran the sawmilL 
Other records mention McCulloch and Company 
operating the grist mill, then in 1885 it is recorded that 
George Balkwell was putting steam power in for the 
Flour Mill so that they could operate in the winter 
months. 

A second mill was in operation at that time, as in 
1884 it was reported that Lee and McTavish had 
decided to build a dam to run their Flour Mill by water 
power and the same year they purchased a water 
wheel for their mill. 

An 1887 report states a new roller mill at George 
McCulloch and Co., ground its first batch of flour from 
local wheat. Thousands of pounds of flour from these 
mills were being shipped to the eastern part of Canada 
and the 'Old Country'. 

The Rapid City Reporter 1913 states that the Rapid 
City Milling Co. shipped last year (1912) one hundred 
and two cars of mill flour and feed and 244,000 bushels 
of grain. Twenty cars of flour went to Scotland. The 
output of the mill was 175 barrels of flour in twenty
four hours, with ample market and materials for a 
potential of 1,000 barrels daily. 

Stuart Bros. were operating a saw-mill in 1891. In 
1892 mention was made of the Rapid City Woolen 
Mills, Mayor Ovas proprietor. This mill was erected in 
1887 and its machinery was driven by a water wheel 
housed in the same building as the grist mill. The 
Woolen Mill was ill fated, as it burned down in 1896. 
Efforts were made to construct a new mill and it was 
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done by 1902. Again it was destroyed by fire and all ef
forts ceased. But tons of yarn were shipped from this 
mill while in operation. 

The sawmill was in operation all this time and con
tinued to operate at full capacity for some time after. 
But finally it too became a thing of the past. 

In 1916 the mill dam was swept away by ice and 
water, strong enough to take the bridge with it and the 
C.P.R bridge at the Junction was also threatened. 

In January, 1910, the mill burned. In March of 1910 
H. W. Harvey bought an interest in the Lindsay Milling 
Co. of Rapid City, a 125 BBL capacity mill. He became 
manager and while the mill prospered, Rapid City 
flour was shipped to Scotland, Ontario and Quebec. 

EARLY TRANSPORTATION 
Early transportation near and at Rapid City began 

with the ox cart and the river. Settlers under the 
colonization scheme came by boat via the Assiniboine 
and the Little Saskatchewan Rivers, and by oxen on 
the Carleton Trail. By 1879 and 1881 there was regular 
service by five steam boats on the Assiniboine. 
Settlers to Rapid City would leave the steam boat at 
Curries Landing, which was east of the present day 
Brandon. The cost from Winnipeg to Brandon was 
$900.00 with 250 to 300 passengers hauled each trip. 
After 1883, when the railway was built, the service was 
halted. 

Travel by land from Portage La Prairie was a slow 
tedious trip which followed the Carleton Trail to Ed
monton. The Little Saskatchewan River was forded at 
the rapids (present day Rapid City) with a ferry 
operating. This ferry was a boat with a long pole and a 
charge of fifteen cents (animals had to swim). 
Veteran pioneers indicated that it was always possible 

Rapid City Station, 1915. 

to know when an oxen train was passing by on their 
way west due to the tortuous squealing of the un
greased ox cart. 

As settlement progressed and farmers demanded 
better transportation, roads soon came into existence. 
Farmers, using their own equipment and animals, 
built many of the first roads under Statute Labour. 
This meant, instead of receiving wages, the farmers 
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Advertisment from early Rapid City paper, c1880. 

had their earnings applied to taxes they may have 
owed. 

By 1911, the RM. of Saskatchewan owned their 
first grader. Prior to this, slush scrapers, fresno and 
wheel scrapers were used with horse power. For all 
that work farmers were paid thirty cents hourly for his 
work and fifty cents hourly for his team. There was no 
thought of gravelling roads due to the cost and physical 
impossibility of hauling gravel to distant points. 

Dirt roads lasted until the era of the car. By the 
first world war, a demand for better roads resulted in 
the need of expenditure of some funds. Eventually, 
most roads were rebuilt, gravelled and made operable, 
even in poor weather. Rapid City was linked by 
highway No. 27 (now known as No. 24) to highway No. 
10 in 1928 with paving of this section taking place in 
1963. 

Mention must be made of the stage coach service 
operating out of Rapid City to Brandon. Mail, by 
coach, was taken to Brandon by 1800 and by 1884, Mr. 
McNaught had contracted for six years of service. 
Soon a new coach, replacing an older one, was hailed 
as a credit to the town. A description follows - "extra
strongly constructed to withstand the forty-odd mile 
jaunt, it makes the trip to the Wheat City and back. A 
canopied top gives protection to the passengers. The 
stage had three broad, cushioned seats accom
modating nine persons. The wheels are olive-green 
picked out with red. Gold letters on the side of the body 
stated "Rapid City Mail." Even in 1890 with the C.P.R 
in Brandon, mail was still taken by stage coach which 
travelled three times a week. 

THE GRAIN GROWING INDUSTRY submitted by 
Evelyn MacLeod 

The growing and shipping of grain is the most im
portant industry in Rapid City. The earliest records 
show that in 1879 the first grist mill was operated by 
McCulloch and Co., and in 1880 they were receiving 
1500 bushels of grain a day, and in 1887 two carloads of 
flour were shipped one to Minnedosa and the other 
to Montreal. 

Of interest in 1883, John Henry threshed 5 acres of 



wheat which yielded 30 bushels to the acre, and prices 
of grain then recorded Wheat - 76¢ and 80¢ a bushel, 
and Oats was 17¢ to 19¢ ab'ushel and Barley - 35¢ to 
40¢ a bushel. 

In 1885 a second mill was started by Lee and 
McTavish, and in 1887 S. Head built an elevator for the 
Mill in Rapid City, and in 1888 thirty cars of wheat 
were shipped from here in three weeks. In 1891 - 275,-
000 bushels of grain was marketed - wheat was 55¢ to 
85¢ a bushel and oats was 30¢ to 37¢ a bushel. 

In 1894 the Rapid City Farmer's elevator was sold 
to the Milling Co. In 1896 the Warren Elevator was 
built and became the property of the Rapid City Mill
ing Co. In 1900 only water power was used at the flour 
mill and in 1903 George McCulloch Co. installed a 
dynomo in the grist mill. 

In 1902 an elevator was built by the Northern 
Elevator Co. which later was taken over by the 
National Grain Co., presently the Cargill Co. 

A list of early grain companies obtained from R. S. 
Ennis of the Winnipeg Commodity Exchange is as 
follows: 1889, A. McCulloch & Co. 1889-96, N. Bawlf, 
1889-97, Christie & Head, 1891-96, J. Wilson, 1892, Farm 
Elevator Co., 1896, John Warren, 1900, Milne Bros. 
1902, Northern Elevator Co. 124. 

In 1901 the grain market had five grain buyers 
George McCulloch & Co. Al Ross for Muir & Co., W. M. 
Bawlf, John Warren and Milne Bros. 

In 1906 the elevators in operation were under Milne 
Bros. John Warren, George Ross for the Mill and 
William Edworthy for the northern elevator. 

In 1907 there were three large elevators and one 
warehouse with a capacity of over 160,000 bushels. The 
amount of grain shipped was 50,000 bushels. Besides 
these elevators there was a large flour mill with a 
capacity for 200 barrels of flour and elevator space for 
40,000 bushels of grain. The flour mill was run by water 
power in summer and steam in winter. 

The prices realized in 1907 on the Rapid City 
market were higher than those of surrounding markets 
in other towns. This higher market was due to com
petition between five independent buyers and Rapid 
City enjoyed a freight rate a cent less than any of the 
neighbouring points on the Miniota branch line. Today 
the Wheat board controls all grain markets. 

In 1909 Messrs. Wm. Lindsay, E. Short, John Hyett 
acquired the McCulloch property and it was called the 
Rapid City Milling Co. and in 1910 Mr. H. W. Harvey 
bought out the interests of Mr. H. J. Hyett. In 1912 the 
manager was asked to close the mill down for financial 
reasons but again in 1913 the mill was reopened and 
seven carloads were shipped in one day. In 1912 the 
Matheson-Lindsay Grain Co. leased the Hindson 
Elevator run by the Rapid City Milling Co. Newly 
elected Grain Growers in 1912 were President - John 
Flaws, Vice-President T. Palen, Secretary - F. T. 
Westwood and the executive comprised of J. W. 
Shanks, T. Parker, W. Graham, P. R. Greig and Wm. 
Mckenzie. Also in 1912 J. E. Smith opened the 
Northern Elevator and used it for storage purposes. 

In 1914 M. Turriff leased his elevator to N. Bawlf 
Grain Co. and the James Warren was the buyer. In the 
same year the Rapid City Milling Co. was bought by 
Weaver and Co. and in 1915 F. W. Swann succeeded 
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Weaver and Co. The local grain buyers in 1914 were 
James Warren in Turriff Elevator, Hunter Smith in 
the Northern Elevator and William Basler in N. Bawlf 
Elevator and the agent was George Porteous. Even
tually this elevator was bought by J. Abram and torn 
down. In 1916 a spring thaw washed out the mill dam 
and there was controversy over whether the mill 
should be continued. The Rapid City Milling Co. was 
bought in 1917 by W. S. McLaughlin Co. of Winnipeg 
and in the same year Grain Grower's Grain Co. and 
Alberta Farmers Co-op Elevator Co. amalgamated to 
form the United Grain Growers. 

In 1919 the demolition of the Mill began in February 
with James Todd in charge. Alex Greig bought the 
dwelling house and took it out to his farm and in 1920 
Dan McRae dynamited the old grist mill and the stone 
was used to dam the south channel of the river. 

The two elevators still here have interesting 
histories. 

The Northern elevator Co. was built in 1902 and had 
a stone pit and was powered by blind-folded horses and 
then by gasoline engine. In 1939 the Northern 
Elevators Co. was amalgamated with the National 
Grain Co. In 1952 the elevators was remodelled and ful
ly electrified. The capacity of the present plant is 69,-
000 bushels (37,000 bushels in the elevator and 32,000 
bushels in the annex). Early agents for the Northern 
Elevator Co. were William Edworthy 1906, Hunter 
Smith 1914 and George Burland 1920. The names of 
Elevator Managers from 1922 on are as follows: G. W. 
Boast 1922-23, W. E. Langrill 1923-28, W. F. Basler 
1928-1939, A. Belcher 1939-, F. E. Brooks 1939-41, A. G. 
MacLeod 1941-69, W. Leitz 1969-present. 

The Manitoba Pool Elevator was built in 1926, on 
CPR trackage east of the National Elevator. During 
succeeding years annexes, large scales, cleaning plant 
and dust collector were added to the original plant. It 
is fully electrified and of 30,400 bushels in the elevator 
and 48,200 bushels in the annexes. 

The original board in 1926-1927 consisted of Presi
dent T. L. Smith, Vice-President J. G. Miller, 
Secretary John Hamilton and P. R. Adams, A. R. 
Blake, G. E. Heslop and H. G. Brownell. 

The present board 1975-1976; Chairman Allan 
Westwood, Vice-President - Levi Bayes, Secretary -
Cecil Andrew, Arthur Peters, John Kooting, Lawrence 
Westwood, Raymond Bayes. The list of Managers 
from 1926 to the present are as follows; E. Severson 
1926-29, A. G. King 1930-45, H. B. Graham 1946-51, M. 
Pangman 1952-55, K. D. Andres 1956-61, K. D. Chase 
1962-72, J. A. Henderson 1973-77, L. J. Miller 1977-
present. 

The grain industry has undergone a great transition 
from grain delivered in bags by horse drawn vehicles 
to the present day big grain trucks, from flat bottomed 
bins which had to be shovelled out to hopper bins, from 
elevators powered by blindfolded horses to electrical 
power, from grain cars holding 800-1000 bushels to the 
present hopper style cars which hold 3000 bushels. The 
early market was an open market governed by the 
prices the grain buyers determined. But today all 
elevators are governed by the Wheat Board which sets 
the prices of the grains according to the market and 
the quotas of grains bought at each point. 



(Acknowledge material on the history of the 
Northern elevator found in "ITS TIME TO 
REMEMBER" in the book by Tully McKenzie.) 

RAPID CITY CREAMERY - submitted by Ivy Cor
nish 

In 1813 the first three cows were imported from 
Scotland by Selkirk Settlers. By 1880 the cow popula
tion had grown to 19,000 head. Several hundred of these 
cows were brought in by an American. 

To be able to sell whole milk, cheese factories had 
to be built. The first one was built at Stonewall in 1882. 
In 1885 Manitoba's second cheese factory began opera
tion in Rapid City with Andrew Patterson as manager. 
Cheese from here was in great demand. Butter was 

Rapid City Creamery, c1915. 

selling at seventeen cents a pound and cheese at six 
cents a pound. In 1886 a sample of cheese was sent to 
the Colonial Exhibition in London. This factory was 
later moved to the Patterson farm, four miles south of 
town. It was closed in late 1885 when Patterson 
enlisted in the Riel Rebellion. In 1886 James Hampton 
opened the second cheese factory here. It turned out 
thirteen tons of cheese in six months. James and 
William Hampton were also operating cheese fac
tories north of Rapid City in 189l. In 1890 Rapid City's 
cheese making machinery wore out and the conversion 
to butter making took place. In 1887, ten thousand 
pounds of butter was shipped to Winnipeg. 

D. A. Hopper, F. T. Shannon, J. G. Hindson and W. 
W. Grummett agreed to form a partnership for the 
purpose of erecting and operating a creamery. The 
Rapid City Creamery was opened in August, 1894. 
Seventy-two thousand pounds of butter was made here 
in 1897. Over a ton of butter was turned out every 
week. In 1913 a new Creamery was built and a drain 
dug down to the river. There was an abundance of 
water at the site. In 1915 the T. Eaton Company bought 
the creamery. The best butter in Manitoba was made 
here as reported by Inspector Farrell, of the Manitoba 
Agricultural College. In 1913 our butter placed high in 
the prizes at Winnipeg. D. A. Rogers was the butter 
agent, selling it at thirty cents a pound. It was in the 
1930's that the highest production, of over nine hundred 
thousand pounds, was made. Ice was cut from the Lit
tle Saskatchewan River and stored. The large red 
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barn, east of George Haslen's shop was packed to the 
rafters. In 1935 a new churn was installed. It was the 
same year that Ed Reage took over the gathering of 
cream, from Albertson and Sons, with Jim Flanigan 
and W. Ansell doing the hauling. Allan Dick, driving 
Eaton's new auto truck, made several trips daily to 
Brandon and Rivers gathering cream, delivering cans 
and cheques. This gave prompt service for all. Cream 
cheques were of utmost importance in those days. 
Alex Sample performed service to the surrounding dis
tricts for several years. George Richardson and 
George Gardner were two drivers that used to pick up 
cream cans at the C.P.R. station with the dray team of 
horses. 

Cream graders, butter makers, egg graders and 
employees were many. Names that come to mind are; 
A. B. Murray, Rube Avison, Alex Campbell, A. 
DeRocquigny, John Kremer, Norman Haslen, Fred 
Swann, Beatrice Swann, Norman Birkinshaw, Floyd 
Curtis, John Terry, Kelly Collins, Art English, Thelma 
English, Thelma Terry, Mary McKinnon, Alex 
MacDougall, Marion Harvey, Poula Barker, Margaret 
Adams, Florence Moffat, Alice Belcher, Mabel 
McKinnon, May Haslen, Doreen Barber, Hugh McFa
dyen, Lorne Lilley, Margaret Sebree, Bella Bell and 
many, many more. Our apologies to those we left out. 

Mr. Nielson was one of the first managers. Other 
managers were A. S. Reddick, Mr. Richards, Fraser 
McRea, Dawson McKay, C. H. Hardy and John Shand. 
Jim Flanigan joined the staff in 1938. He took over as 
butter maker from Hugh McFadyen in 1941, until he 
became manager in 1955. In 1943, Rapid City was the 
first creamery to make a clean sweep at the Royal 
Winter Fair, in Toronto by winning the Grand and 
Reserve Championship and Grand Aggregate for its 
butter. This was a great honor to Rapid City and also 
to Manitoba. Canada Packers as well as our own local 
creamery figured prominently in the awards of the 
Manitoba competitions in 1943. Jim Flanigan won two 
firsts, three seconds, two fifths and a gold watch. In 
1934 Rapid City was one of the last sixty-six 
creameries still operating in Manitoba. The Manitoba 
Co-op purchased business in 1957. A bulk tank was used 
to take cream from Rapid City and other points and 
transport it to Brandon. The doors of the Rapid City 
creamery were finally closed in 1963 with Ken Viger as. 
manager. The building and managers house have since 
been torn down. This meant a great loss to the town 
and surrounding districts. Such as in all small towns 
this was a big step backwards. 

RAPID CITY NEWSPAPERS submitted by M. Stef
aniuk 

The history of Rapid City's newspapers is unique 
and more fascinating than any other town's in the 
west. Small towns were fortunate to have one 
newspaper, Rapid City at one time had three. Its 
beginning are traced back to 1879 when the newspaper 
plant which produced the Nor 'Wester (the first paper 
to appear in the Canadian Northwest) was purchased 
by two Ottawa men, Pym and Carruthers, from a Dr. 
Schultz in Winnipeg. The doctor had brought the press 
from St. Paul to Winnipeg by ox sleigh and then Pym 
and Carruthers took it by the same method to Rapid 



The Rapid City Bee, 1883. 

City. The first sheet of the Enterprise was printed in 
December of 1879. A shortage of paper forced the two 
men to use wrapping paper of all colors. A copy of the 
Rapid City Enterprise and Nor 'West Farmer Volume 
1, No. 12, dated April 10, 1880 is in possession of Mr. O. 
Stone of the Rapid City Reporter. There is some doubt 
if the actual printing was done in Rapid City due to the 
excessive number of Winnipeg advertisers. Shortly 
there after, the two men went on a visit to Ottawa and 
never returned. Hampton, who was foreman printer, 
brought his case of unpaid wages before Judge 
Richardson who ruled in his favor and so part of the 
business was sold for wages. 

In 1881, Mr. Gibbons arrived in Rapid City, bought 
out all claims against the Enterprise, and began 
publishing The Standard with the first paper printed on 
April 8th. 

Two years later in 1883, he sold out to a local com
pany with D. Henderson proprietor and E. Duncan as 
editor who promptly renamed it the Rapid City Stan
dard and North West Advocate. 

Another paper (of short duration) in the possession 
of O. Stone is a copy of the Rapid City Bee (never 
stings until squeezed) Vol. 1, NO.8 dated July 18, 1883. 

On May 8, 1884, Mr. G. Winstanley and Mr. S. L. 
Head formed a partnership in the publication of the 
Rapid City Standard. 

Advertisment from early Rapid City Paper. 
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Advertisment from early Rapid City Paper. 

Advertisments, c1880. 

Shortly afterward, J. Weidman returned from Rat 
Portage, purchased the plant (named it the Standard) 
and ran it till 1886 with March 19 the last issue. He then 
moved it to Qu'Appelle. 

In 1886 F. Hampton founded the Spectator (a con-



Os stone in Reporter Office. 

Os Stone in Reporter Office. 

servative minded paper) which continued for nearly 
five years. 

Also in 1886 E. Bailey established The Vindicator (a 
liberal minded paper) which lasted approximately five 
years. 

Now this means that there were three papers (The 
Standard, Spectator and Vindicator) in one town. The 
race was to see who could last the longest. 

Early 1890 shows a paper The Vindicator and Rapid 
City Standard operating in town but shortly changed 
the name to The Reporter under W. Shaughnessy. 

Then November 21, 1890 had H. C. Clay acquiring 
the Rapid City Reporter from W. Shaughnessy. 

Mention is made of The Spectator and Rapid City 
News in 1892. 

December 1892 amalgamation had H. C. Clay in 
control until 1896, with E. Young as manager. The 
paper now was known as the Marquette Reporter. 

If all this is confusing, hold on because there is 
more! In 1894, the paper became known as The Patron 
Advocate; went out of business in 1896 and became 
Patrons Western Sentinal at Portage la Prairie. 

From February 1896 to May 1896, the name was 
Marquette Spectator and Reporter. 

Then the name changed to The Marquette Spectator 
Reporter on June 1896 and lasted till June 1898. 
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By 1908, the name was the Rapid City Reporter 
with editor R. Allyn. On April 7, 1910 a partnership 
between C. Stone and H. Clay, purchased the paper 
from H. C. Clay. Stone bought out H. Clay and con
tinued to publish the paper until 1954 when his son 
Oswald G. Stone took over the business, and continued 
with the paper till the last issue of Thursday, August 
26, 1971. 

In 1954, there was an amalgamation of the Rivers 
Gazette Reporter. The arrangement lasted six 
months, when once more publication was resumed at 
Rapid City. 

MEAT PACKING AND SHIPPING 
In the early days of the province, most of the meat 

exported to markets in eastern Canada went live. In 
1893 Mr. S. L. Head conceived the idea that a subs tan
tional advantage could be gained by slaughtering cat
tle and forwarding the meat by refrigeration, to the 
cities in the east. 

Mr. Head erected a building a few hundred yards 
from the railway station and close to the tracks for the 
slaughtering and cold storage. The main building, 
some thirty feet square and of considerable height was 
the ice house. In it, some 500 tons of ice from the near
by cut in slabs three by three by ten feet, were 
piled one above the other, with a passage between for 
hanging up the meat. Attached to the main building 
was a lean-to for storing the ice for the cars. At the 
rear was the slaughter house, fitted with a hoist and 
overhead trolley for transferring the carcasses to the 
cooling house. 

Mr. Head remarked, when pointing to the large 
mass of ice, "There (the ice) is a crop that never fails 
in Manitoba, and moreover, it was always number one 
hard" 

CUTTING ICE 
Cutting ice during the winter months in the early 

1900's produced a source of revenue. As well, it made 
possible the keeping of food from spoiling during the 
summer months. The work was most strenuous and in
volved the cutting of 1500 pound (680 Kg) slabs of ice in 
extreme cold, banking and reducing the larger blocks 



to 500 pound (227 Kg) blocks, skidding to the truck, 
hauling to the ice house and placing in storage. During 
the summer the ice was purchased by commercial and 
residential users, before electric power was available. 

FIRST TRUCK IN RAPID CITY 
In 1923, at a cost of $1,100. a model T4 Ford, 1112 Ton 

truck was purchased by T. Sample and Son for use in 
their business of draying. 

LACROSSE 
"Rapid City has been a lacrosse town from its very 

beginnings, winning the highest honours of the 
province on three occasions and in 1908 were 
challengers for the world's championship. 

In 1907 Rapid City took the Provincial Trophy for 
the second time by defeating the Young Liberals of 
Winnipeg 11-2 and Manitou 6-5 in the finals. 

In 1908 the Rapid City Thistles repeated their 

Rapid City Thistle Lacrosse Club, Provincial Champions, 1907-1908. 
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achievement in Man. and then played in Regina for the 
World Cup, losing 14-5. 

In 1909, lack of competition left Rapid City with a 
weakened aggregation and Lacrosse interest 
diminished for a few years." (copied from an article in 
the museum). 

In 1920 there was a rebirth of the game. The 
Northwest League was formed with teams in 
Neepawa, Minnedosa, Souris, Rapid City and Bran
don. This was 'field lacrosse' ten men to a team, play
ing on a field 50 yards by 100 yards. Rapid City won this 
League Championship in 1921. Players on that team 
were; Art and Allan Dick, Earl and Roy Todd, George, 
Ken and Jim Stuart, George Crookshank, Harry Simp
son, Gus Sample, Jimmy Jones, Boyne Cranston and 
Earl Hotham. 

Box Lacrosse was started in the early 1930's. A 
league consisting of three teams, Newdale, Brandon 
and Rapid City was formed. There were seven men to 
a team. Players lined up the same as a hockey team 
except there were four men on the fore ward line. This 
extra player was called a "Rover". 

This lacrosse 'fling' lasted until 1936 and interest 
fell off again. 

Some of those who played Box Lacrosse in Rapid 
City were Jim and Alf Flanigan, Bob Stuart, Geo. 
Gardner, 'Coke' McKinnon, Neil Carroll, Alvin 
Barrett, 'Ossie' Stone, Len Birkinshaw and Garnet 
McMillan. 

At the opening of the Peace Gardens (July 14, 1932) 
the following Rapid City lacrosse players took part in 
an exhibition game; Jim Flanigan, Bob Stuart, Len 
Berkinshaw, Roy Todd, Percy Crookshanks and Jim
my Stuart. 

THE RED RIVER CART 

We now have finer vehicles 
With which to travel round, 
But for the old-time purposes 
The cart was good we found. 
It had no horn to scare you stiff, 
Of that there was no need, 
With ungreased wheels you heard that squeak 
When miles away indeed. 
For comfort they'd not take a prize, 
But roughly built and strong, 
With ox or Indian pony hitched 
You travelled right along. 
The wheels were high and fairly wide, 
Sank little in the mud, 
That's why for going through the bogs 
These carts were extra good. 
With passing years they're out of date, 
Maybe no more we'll see; 
They played their part in building up 
This land from sea to sea. 
Could these old carts a story tell, 
How deep our hearts would thrill, 
Of valleys deep and prairies vast, 
Of mountain, lake and rill. 
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They've heard the roar of countless hooves, 
Of bison on the run; 
They've heard the hiss of arrow swift 
And crack of flint lock gun. 
Oft locked in ring the pioneers 
Behind them make a stand, 
When swooping down on every side 
Came savage Indian band. 
With twanging bows they circle round, 
Each pony madly runs, 
From 'neath those carts came sheets of flame 
From old-time flint lock guns. 
The thunder of the charging hoofs -
And rising wild and high, 
O'er whirring arrows, crack of guns, 
The fierce Sioux battle cry. 
And close behind those grim faced men 
Children and women crouch, 
While swiftly plying powder horn, 
Ramrod and bullet pouch. 
No mercy in those savage hearts, 
No help from anywhere; 
They knew unless they beat them off 
They must die fighting there. 
Once more they come, a last mad charge 
That melted 'neath their lead, 
And all around that ring of carts 
Lay dying and the dead. 
But not unscathed, that little band, 
While sun sank in the west, 
They gather round with heavy hearts 
And lay their dead to rest. 
Bristling with arrows, torn with ball, 
So often in the past, 
These carts are but a memory now, 
A memory fading fast. 

Thos. Parker 

SUNRISE IN OUR VALLEY 

The shadows are fading from hilltops 
And upward is creeping a light, 
Long sweeping streamers of crimson 
Dispersing darkness of night. 
Our town in deep quiet reposing, 
All round lies a blanket of snow, 
Old stories of fairies recalling. 
As down in the valley I go. 
The work of the fairies through darkness. 
By shadows of dawning concealed, 
Illumined by blush of the sunrise 
Their works of such beauty revealed. 
The cottonwood, spruce and the maple, 
Frost clinging so thick on each tree, 
Each dressed as a bride for the bridal, 
A picture of rare symmetry. 
And standing alone in a corner, 
The fairest where ever you search; 
These surely are fairies in hiding 
'Mid drooping white branches of birch. 



The tops of the hills in the distance 
Are shaded with gold on their crown: 
Sun rising in splendour, the sunbeams 
From the hilltops slowly creep down. 
Warming and lighting the dark sports, 
And bringing new wonders to view; 
How matchless the beauty of landscape 
As rays of sunlight pierce through. 
Each tree and each shrub is so lovely, 
Lac dressed and with diamonds so bright, 
As slowly in breeze they are swaying 
With shimmer and sparkle of light. 
Can anyone gaze on such picture 
Unmoved-'tis the heart of a clod 
Or gazing on beauties of nature, 
Still doubt if o'er all there's a God. 

AT CLEAR LAKE CAMP 

Some of our boys as unemployed 
They started out to tramp 
Those weary miles that lie between 
Our town and Clear Lake camp. 
Don Riesberry was the first to go, 
And with him Johnny Watt; 
John could not walk that distance now, 
They say he is so fat. 
Then Reage went on several trips, 
As distance was so far, 
Took Young's two boys with Silliphant 
And Hucul in his car. 
Sid and Bob Gardner, Taffy Jones 
A Welshman without harp -
Alf Flanigan, Don Graham with 
Another boy named Sharp. 

Thos. Parker 
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They all got there quite safely too, 
But not together, found 
For lack of room or other cause 
They spread them all around. 
And do they eat? I'll tell the world! 
The cook, although he's skilled, 
Says he, "That Rapid City bunch, 
I cannot get them filled." 
They're growing fast-their underwear 
Has knees and elbows through. 
So said the boss man of the camp 
"We'll have a new issue." 
And you should see just what they got: 
To Don a great surprise, 
The underwear issued to him 
Would fit John Sebree's size. 
Now just look there at Johnnie Watt, 
What reddens so his face? 
The undies that he tries to hide 
Are trimmed around with lace. 
And so it proved with all the boys, 
The tall ones and the wide, 
They all just got their opposites, 
Some hardly got inside. 
The boys who were the hockey team, 
Their worry has begun -
They'll be so fat before they're through 
Their hockey days are done. 
Then said the boys, "we nevermore 
Will dodge so neat and clean 
Our ancient cops along the lanes 
When comes round Hallowe'en." 
"No more," said they, with saddened hearts, 
"We'll kick up such a row; 
Our fastest run, we are afr"aid, 
Is but a toddle now." Thos. Parker 



School Districts 
THE MOLINE DISTRICT 

MOLINE - just a tiny dot on the map of Manitoba 
but a big place in the hearts of the pioneers and anyone 
who has lived here. Moline - famous only for the 
great sons and daughters of the pioneers who have con
tinously taken their places in the community and out 
into the communities, taken their place by their com
rades in years of war and in times of peace, always 
striving for a better way of life and a happy home. 

In 1870 all was quiet on the Manitoba Prairies. 
Manitoba had just been incorporated as a Province of 
the Dominion of Canada. Shortly after that time, sur
vey crews were working to stake out sections of land 
- show road allowances and railway right-of-ways. 
When surveying was completed it was announced that· 
homesteads were availabe in Manitoba. This started a 
movement of men and women westward in search of 
new homes. 

Settlers started to arrive in the Moline District in 
the spring of 1878. The two first known settlers were 
James Dick and Charlie Shaeffer. At the time it was 
called "The Huron Settlement". In 1883 a Post Office 
was granted and several names were suggested. As 
many settlers were using the American John Deere 

Barn built by Mr. C. H. Richards in 1908 to house 
the mules when building the Hallboro-Beulah rail line, 
situated on N.W. 2-14-20. 
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plows which were manufactured in Moline, Illinois, 
U.S.A. - the Post Office Department in Ottawa chose 
the name Moline for the new office. The name 'Huron' 
had also been suggested because many of the first 
settlers had come from the Huron County in Ontario. 
Mr. Dave Dick Sr. was appointed the first Postmaster 
with the Post Office in his home. 

When the Post Office first opened in 1883 the mail 
was driven from Winnipeg to Birtle by stage coach. 
The main trail was two miles east so the stage had to 
turn off and drive those extra miles to Moline and back 
to the trail. The stage driver became provoked doing 
this once a week so later the mail came to Rapid City 
and D. A. Hopper had the contract to deliver the mail 
from Rapid City to Moline. It is assumed that Mr. 
Hopper's contract to deliver mail to Moline would be 
cancelled when the railway line was completed in 1911. 
The train then made a regular run through Moline 
three days a week and expect it carried the maiL A 

One of the last steam powered locomotives pulling 
a train into Moline, in the fall of 1959. 

few years later it is known that the mail came by train 
and continued to do so until 1961 when the passenger 
service on the line was discontinued. The train made 
its run only to haul grain and freight when necessary. 
Arrangements were then made by the Postal Depart
ment to have the mail delivered by truck. Mr. Keith 
Finlay of Rapid City was the successful tender for the 



contract of mail carrier. On July 3, 1961 Keith Finlay 
made the first run by truck to deliver maiL His route 
every day was from Rapid City to Oak River, 
Hamiota, Crandall, Arrow River, Miniota, Beulah, 
Isabella, Decker, Lavinia, McConnell, Cardale and 
Moline. In 1964 Rivers was also included in the route. 
For the first five years the truck made one round a day 

left that day's mail and at the same time picked up 
the outgoing mail. In 1966 Keith Finlay's contract ex
pired and he did not renew it. A new plan was put into 
operation. The mail was then picked up in Brandon 
early in the morning and delivered to all points on this 
same route. In the late afternoon the truck would go 
around again and pick up the outgoing mail. This new 
contract was taken by a Brandon man. This arrange
ment for daily mail service is still in operation in 1977. 

When the first Moline Co-op Store was opened in 
1914, the Moline Post office was moved into the store 
with Mr. Dick as Postmaster. Mr. Dick was also 
manager of the Co-op Store and continued both 
positions until 1924. 

The first school in the district was opened in 1889 in 
the old log house of Dave Dick Sr. Mr. Dick having 
built a new log house converted the old log house for 
the school building. Miss Florence Currie was the first 
teacher. Miss Currie came with her parents from 
Mitchel, Ontario to Rapid City. She aUened the Baptist 
College at Rapid City which was later to become Bran
don University. Then she came to teach at the Moline 
School. Miss Currie married John Hunter Sr. and they 
farmed in the district until their death. In the first 
school, homemade desks and benches accommodated 
the twelve pupils who were - Conrad, David and 
Oliver, children of Edward Soldan Sr.; John, David 
and Margaret (Maggie), children of John Luker Sr.; 
Dick, Willie arid Edith, children of George Underhill 
Sr. and John, Maggie and Charlie, children of John 
Bollman Sr. Later a school house was built on the SW 
corner of Section 16-14-20 in 1892 which is one mile east 
of the present townsite. Then in 1914 this school 
building was moved to the present townsite - beside 
the railroad tracks and used as the first Co-op Store. 
In 1920 when the new Co-op Store was built, the former 
store which was originally the school house was moved 
to the Alex Grieg farm and remodeled for a home. It 
is still used as a house on this farm by Mr. and Mrs. 
Floyd Campbell. In 1914 when the school was moved, 
the school equipment was moved into the Presbyterian 
Church which was just across the road on the SE cor
ner of Section 17-14-20. This church building was used 
as a school until a new two room school was built in 
1948 in the townsite. At the official opening of this 
new school, Mrs. John Hunter (nee Florence Currie) 
the district's first teacher was honoured to cut the rib
bon. In July 1950, this new school was struck by light
ning and burned to the ground. The school board 
decided to immediately build another school on the 
same basement and to the same blueprint. The newest 
school used the two rooms with Grades 1 to 11 until 
1960 when 'the High School students were taken to 
Rivers Collegiate by bus with Mr. Bill Bridgeman as 
bus driver. In May 1958 the Moline School Board 
purchased a small house from Richard Brazzell Sec. 7-
14-20 for the sum of $450.00. This house was moved onto 
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the lot just south of the new school and used as a 
teacherage. It was occupied by several teachers dur
ing the next few years. Upon consolidation of the 
Moline School District and Rivers School District the 
teacherage was transferred as part of the assets. The 
house was then purchased by Alex Brown and moved 
to Rapid City. Grades 1 to 8 continued at Moline using 
only the one room. In September 1964 Graqes 7 and 8 
were also taken to Rivers. In December 1965 Moline 
School District No. 543 was officially disbanded and it 
became consolidated with Rivers but Grades 1 to 6 
were still taught at Moline until June 27, 1966 - the 
last day of school at Moline. In September 1966 all 
grades were attending Rivers schools. Mrs. Helen 
Milne from Alexander was the last teacher at Moline. 
In 1977 Mr. Bill Bridgeman is still a school bus driver 
from Moline. 

After research, the names of the following teachers 
at the Moline School have been obtained. But they may 
not be in order and some names may be missed, which 
is regretful. As was mentioned earlier, when the first 
school opened in Moline in 1899, Miss Florence Currie 
was the teacher. From then until 1920 - the teachers 
were - Miss Stewart, Miss Smith, Mr. Sam Brown, 
Mr. Bob Gill, Mr. Dick Short, Miss Kille, Mr. Peter R. 
Ferguson, Miss Bertha Reid, Miss Hope, Miss Cooper 
who became Mrs. John Luker, Miss Ducklow, Mrs. 
Haggerman, Miss Theresa Cochlan, Mr. Blaine, Miss 
Frances Clackson, Miss Edna Underhill and Miss 
Marion Hunter. 

From 1920 until the school closed the teachers and 
year(s) served are listed in order. Miss B. Edwards, 
1919-20; Miss M. Buchanan, 1920-21, 1921-22; Miss J. 
West, 1922-23, 1923-23 Aug. to Dec.; Miss 1. Smith, 1924-
Jan. to June; Miss C. M. Finlay, 1924-25, 1925-26; 
Miss M. Sparling, 1926-27, 1927-28; Miss L. Weigand, 
1928-29; Miss M. Wilson, 1929-30, 1930-31; Miss R. 
Bullock, 1931-32, 1932-33; Miss C. M. Finlay, 1933-34, 
1934-35; Mr. H. Hunter, 1935-36, 1936-37, 1937-38, 1938-
39; Miss E. Deveson, 1939-40, 1940-40 Aug. to Oct.; Mr. 
J. G. Anderson, 1940-41 Oct. to Jan.; Miss M. Frost, 
1941-41 Jan. to May; Miss M. Wilson, 1941-41 May to 
June; Mr. R. Hedley, 1941-42 Aug. to March; Mr. B. 
Wilson, 1942-42 March; Mrs. K. Gray, 1942-42 April to 
June, 1942-42 Sept.; Miss N. Way, 1942-43 Oct. to June; 
Miss J. Cory, 1943-44; Miss M. Paynter, 1944-45, 1945-
46; Mr. B. Warkentine, 1946-46 Aug. to Nov.; Mrs. E. 
Mundell, 1946-46 Dec.; Miss Y. Mason, 1947-47 Jan. to 
June; Miss 1. Chambers, 1947-48; Miss 1. Bell, 1948-49 

school now had two classrooms; Mr. J. Hjaltsaon, 
1948-49 Aug. to Oct.; Mrs. A. Lean, 1948-48 Nov.; Mr. 
M. E. Gill, 1948-49 Dec. to June; Miss E. Bridgeman, 
1949-50; Miss A. Nekoriak, 1949-50; Miss S. McDonald, 
1950-51; Mr. L. Jackson, 1951-52; Mr. 1. Jackson, 1952-
53; Mr. L. Jackson, 1953-54; Miss L. Kapetz, 1954-55; 
Mrs. E. Mundell, 1954-55; Miss L. Kapetz, 1955-56; 
Mrs. E. Mundell, 1955-56; Miss E. Burns, 1956-57; Mrs. 
E. Mundell, 1956-57; Mr. R. Madill, 1957-58; Mrs. 1. 
Sherman, 1958-59; Mrs. A. Carnahan, 1958-59; Mr. H. 
Carter, 1959-60; Mr. G. Williamson, 1960-61; Mr. 
Williamson, 1961-62; Mr. G. Williamson, 1962-63; Mr. 
B. Gory, 1963-63 Aug. to Dec.; Mrs. H. Milne, 1964-64 
Jan. to June; Mrs. H. Milne, 1964-65; Mrs. H. Milne, 
1965 fall term. 



Moline United Church formerly Methodist. 

Presbyterian Church Moline, built in 1901. 

The school was still used until the end of the 1965-66 
term but after the consolidation with Rivers, January 
1, 1966, they assumed the operation of classes. 

In 1890 a Methodist minister, Rev. Mr. Davies was 
stationed at Rapid City. He came out to the Moline dis
trict and held services in Dave Dicks Sr. log house on 
the homestead Sec. 20-14-20. He was also able to start a 
Sunday School and Mr. Dave Dick was the first Sunday 
School Superintendent. Mr. Davies left in 1894 and 
Rev. J. R. Howarth arrived in Rapid City. Early in the 
year 1901 the I}1embers of the Methodist church built a 
church on the SE corner of 20-14-20 and later that 
same year the Presbyterian congregation built a 
church on the SE 17-14-20. The two churches were too 
close together to each have a congregation to support 
them both so in 1914 the Presbyterian church closed 
and by mutual agreement the congregations joined 
together at the Methodist church. The Presbyterian 
church was then turned over to the school board and 
used as a school for many years. 

The Methodist church building was moved from the 
SE corner of 20-14-20 in the winter of 1923. It was 
moved by horses and skids or sleighs and placed in the 
townsite of Moline. At that time it was placed up on a 
four foot cement foundation above ground and thus had 
a full basement. Many can remember attending the 

147 

Moving the Methodist church to Moline with six, 
four horse teams. 

delicious Fowl Suppers that were held every fall to 
raise money for the church. This church became the 
United Church in 1925 - upon the amalgamation of the 
Presbyterian, Methodist and Congregational Churches 
thus forming the United Church of Canada. 

Rev. E. Wilson was instrumental in organizing an 
active Young Peoples Group in Moline. An interesting 
development of the young people in the district was to 
have their own weekly paper. This was printed by 
Hugh Hunter and the paper was called 'The Weekly 
Squeak'. The following minister Rev. J. L. Fargey 
would walk down the railroad track from Cardale to 
Moline a distance of about ten miles - to continue 
work with the Young Peoples Group and then return 
that same evening by walking back those same ten 
miles. 

As years went along the cement foundation started 
to crumble and the corners cracked so in 1952 the 
building was moved off the high foundation, turned to 
face the opposite way and set upon a surface founda
tion. 

The Moline Church was a part of the Rapid City 
charge in the early years. Zion Church - 3 miles west 
and 112 mile south of Moline was also on the charge 
with Rapid City and Moline. In 1925 following the 
amalgamation of the churches - Moline became a 
part of the Cardale and Zion charge. In 1951 Moline 
Church was transferred to the Oak River and Crandall 
charge and continued with this until its closing date. 

In the fall of 1970 church services at Moline were 
cancelled for the winter mOilths but carried on during 
the summer. In the spring of 1972, a general 
membership meeting was held and a decision was 
reached to officially close the church. Mother's Day 
May 14, 1972 was the last service at the Moline United 
Church with Rev. Donald McNeil of Oak River as 
minister. 

It was with deep regret that the Moline United 
church was officially closed August 31st, 1972 after 
serving this community since the early 1880's. 

The building was sold by tender and was purchased 
by Frank Bollman and moved to his yard in July 1973. 

Early ministers connected with the Rapid City 



charge of which it is believed Moline was a part were 
Reverends Pembolt, Kenner, Baynon, Davies, 
Howarth, Runions, Neville, Finch, Hughes, Wilson, 
Cann and Hooper. Ministers who served on this 
pastoral charge from 1924 to 1972 were - Lavender, 
Lord, Churchill, Watton, Wilson, Fargey, Reynolds, 
Watt, Anderson, Friebert, Christie, Bowins and 
McNeill. 

Although records are unavailable it is recalled by 
former members that a Trailrangers group of boys 
was organized in Moline 1922-25 by Rev. Arthur 
Lavender with Tom Yorke as leader. The meetings 
were first held in the schoolhouse where at each 
meeting, the screw nails had to be removed from each 
desk and the desks pushed aside to make room for the 

Moline Trail Rangers in the early, 1920's. Back row 
left to right, Bruce Forrest, Tom Yorke, Harry Yorke, 
Wallace Dick, Willie Prout, and Gordon Kroft. Front 
row, Syd Newitt, Bill Yorke, Ray Newitt, Hugh 
Hunter, Allan English, Jack Hunter. 

physical education sessions under the guidance of 
Charles Barrett. Later the meetings were held in the 
hall above the Co-op Store. Knot tying, studying the 
stars, meeting procedure, overnight camping and 
fishing trips to Jack Fish Lake are fond memories. 
The organization was shortlived, but the lessons 
learned in comradeship still live on 50 years later. 

About the same time, an organization of the girls 
was formed called the Canadian Girls in Training un
der the leadership of Agnes Hunter. Facts are scarce 
but it is recalled that Mrs. Ben Christie Sr. taught the 
girls swimming lessons in the Moline Lake at the time. 

The first industry in the Moline district was "The 
Hampton Cheese Factory" established in 1891. It was 
built by John Bollman originally for a barn on Sec. 15-
14-20, and situated half way along the west to east line 
fence dividing Section 15 - just a short distance west 
of the center of the section. It has not been used as a 
barn when Mr. Bill Hampton rented the building and 
did a flourishing cheese business. Bill Hampton was 
manager and Mr. George Underhill Sr. was secretary
treasurer and in charge of sales. The factory was cen
trally located. As the settlers moved in and started 
farming one of their necessities was to own one or 
more cows. The farmers delivered their excess milk to 
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the factory and received credit and payment at 
regular intervals. 

Cheese was a very important part of their diet so 
when required a family would take home 'a cheese'. 'A 
Cheese' was packed in a wooden box or carton and 
measured 16 inches in diameter and 7 inches thick. The 
cost of the cheese would be deducted from that 
families credit for milk. We are unable at this time to 
quote the price received for their milk or the cost of 
buying 'a cheese'. 

This cheese factory operated for only six years un
til 1897. The building remained empty until shortly 
after Charlie Bollman bought the farm in 1912. He dis
mantled the building and hauled it into his yard on the 
S.W. corner of section 15 and rebuilt it for a granary. 
We understand at this time in 1977 the building is still 
being used by Orval Greer. The huge square timber 
used in the construction is still solid and is evidence of 
the good material and expert workmanship. 

Around 1897 - Mr. Bill McLaughlin had built a new 
house and barn on N.W. 9-14-20 but had not used the 
buildings. At this time, Mr. Bill Hampton moved the 
equipment from the first cheese factory, installed it 
into Bill McLaughlins new barn and continued in the 
cheese making business. Around 1900 he closed the fac
tory and moved to Saskatchewan. These buildings 
were later used by Mr. and Mrs. Henry Kroft. The 
large and cumbersome wooden press used in both fac
tories is now on display at the Rapid City Museum. 

By the time of the closure of this second factory, 
there was a cheese business in Rapid City. In order to 
have enough milk for their business they would send 
out a driver with a team and wagon to pick up milk 
from the farmers in eight gallon cans. 

In the early 1900's a few motor cars were making 
their appearance. It was headline news when someone 
purchased a car in those years. The cars were coming 
but the roads were not ready for this form of travel. In 
1907 the Canadian Northern Railway surveyed the land 
to build a railway branch line from Halboro to Beulah 
through Rapid City and Moline. This later became the 
Canadian National Branch Line. Mr. C. H. Richards 
was granted the contract to build the grade for the 
railway. Teams of mules were the only source of 
power to pull the scrapers and ditching machine. In 
order to house the great number of mules needed, he 
built a large barn 156 feet by 34 feet on his farm on NW 
2-14-20 which he had just purchased from Jim Hamp
ton. This barn was well built and stood for 65 years un
til it was dismantled in 1973. There were 120 mules to 
be cared for and Mr. Joseph Romunsky was in charge 
of them. Large amounts of hay and straw were re
quired and these were purchased from the farmers in 
the district. An interesting addition to this story one 
man drove a large team of 24 mules on the sod busting 
and ditching machine. 

Usually the teams were made up of 4 mules on a 
scraper to add to the grade in necessary places. The 
grade was started at Halboro at the east end and 
finished at Beulah. As the grade was built crews were 
at work laying the rails and all was ready for the ex
citing day of the first official train on July 1, 1911. The 
early trains were pulled by steam locomotives burning 
coal to create the steam. The last steam locomotive 



into Moline was early in February 1960 and was either 
No. 1389 or No. 1344, according to a communication 
from the Supt. of General Transportation for the 
C.N.R. After the phasing out of the steam locomotive 
the trains were pulled by diesel engines. 

The building of the railway caused a stir in Moline. 
The Bawlf Grain Company had erected an elevator in 
the new townsite in 1908 and was ready to accept grain 
even before the railway was finished. They also built 
an agent's cottage on the SW corner of Sec. 17-14-20. 
The first elevator agent was Mr. Clem Trehern. A few 
years later in 1911 the United Grain Growers erected 
an elevator and their first agent was Mr. Fred 
Granger. Other U.G.G. agents were Oliver Soldan, 
Russell Milton, F. Kelly and William Gray. The 
U.G.G. cottage built in 1922 was the first house on the 
townsite of Moline. In 1928 the Moline Pool Elevator 
was built so now there was ample grain handling 
facilities. The first agent at the Pool Elevator was Mr. 
Jack Stanton. other Pool agents were Stan Campbell, 
Dave Balance, Ray Sterling, Lloyd Shindruk, Harold 
Brown, Adrian Scott, Bill Bawtinhimer, Dave Wilson 
and Brian Woywada. The Pool cottage in Moline was 
not built until 1946. In 1937 the Bawlf Elevator closed 
and was dismantled, moved to Minnedosa and rebuilt. 

In the early years families at Moline would get 
together and order carloads of necessities on the 
railway and handle the unloading and distribution of 
the load. They ordered apples, flour, sugar, fence 
posts, lumber, coal etc. This was co-operation in its 
early stages. To make this a more business like opera
tion on March 24, 1914, nine men Dave Dick, John 
Hunter, James Shanks, James Forrest, Fred Yorke, 
Hampton Hindson, Thomas Smith, Sam Grummet and 
Josh Wilson met at the home of Fred Granger and 
organized the Moline Co-operative Ltd. Mr. Dave Dick 
was elected President and first manager, John Hunter 
Vice-President and Fred Granger Secretary
Treasurer. These directors had purchased the first 
school house building and moved it to a site on the 
C.N.R. right of way to be used as a store and Post Of
fice. This is where the Pool Elevator now stands. In 
1920 the two storey brick veneer building was built up 
the hill in the new townsite. The Co-op provided goods 
in groceries, dry goods, hardware, coal, car and trac
tor gas and oil. In 1936 they became an agent to sell 
John Deere farm equipment until 1944 - when with the 
shortage of goods during the World War II, the agency 
closed. A cottage was built in 1944 for the manager. In 
1958 Moline Co-op amalgamated with Hamiota and 
Cardale to form Hamiota Co-op (1958) Ltd. but it still 
kept its identity. During the years of the Moline Co-op 
Mr. George Underhill of Moline served as a director 
for 36 years consecutively with 24 of those years as 
President. The last president at the time of 
amalgamation was Frank Bollman. 

The Moline Co-op celebrated 50 years of service to 
its community in 1964. On this occasion Mr. Fred 
Granger - first secretary of its board was present to 
cut the Birthday Cake. Ten years later on March 24, 
1974 the exact 60th anniversary date Mr. George 
Underhill cut the anniversary cake at a gathering of 
the district in the Moline Co-op Store. Then on June 30, 
1974 a community picnic was held in Moline to further 
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The Co-op store Moline. 

celebrate 60 years of service and on that occasion Mrs. 
George Nichols (nee Olga Andersen) a long time 
employee was honoured to cut the cake. At this time in 
1977 the store is still providing a service to the com
munity. Co-op managers over the years were Dave 
Dick, Tom Yorke, R. J. Matthewson, Mel Murray, 
Charles Reid, Vern Maxwell, Syd Newitt, Gerald 
Soldan and the present manageress Peggy Rudniski. 

The Co-op store under construction in 1920, a 1919 
overland car owned by Mr. Dave Dick in front of store. 

In the period around 1920 - few farmers had cars -
no hydro electric power in the country and to obtain 
and keep fresh meat more than a day in the summer 
was impossible. 

To solve this problem the citizens of the community 
organized what they chose to call the Moline Beef 
Ring. In this organization fresh meat was available 
once a week to members only. 



.<.-

In the spring a general meeting would be held and 
anyone wishing to join would have their names listed 
on a form. The form was made up to indicate that 
when a beef animal is slaughtered it could be con
veniently cut up into 24 shares. Where there was a 
large family they would become a member with one 
share. Where there was a small family they would 
take a half share. In this way on an average there 
would be about 18 families taking one share of beef and 
12 families taking one half share. Each week the 
members in turn would deliver a steer to the slaughter 
house. The members with a half share would decide 
with their share partner who would deliver a steer. 

The members of the Beef Ring were able to have 
fresh meat for 24 weeks - usually from May 1 to Oct. 
31. The butcher in charge kept a record of cuts of meat 
each member received per week. During the course of 
one season a member would have received all the cuts 
of beef. Similiarily - a member with a half share 
would have received the cuts from a side of beef. 

The board of directors had a member appointed to 
inspect the steer before delivery for slaughter to en
sure a good standard of meat. 

The slaughter house was built on the road 
allowance 112 mile east of Moline to accommodate the 
first butchers - Mr. A. H. Andersen Sr. and Mr. Ben 
Christie Sr. During the years of the Beef Ring there 
were several who were butchers in charge. Along 
about 1938 the slaughter house was moved to the J. E. 
Bridgeman farm NE 16-14-20 just west of his yard 
and Mr. J. E. Bridgeman was butcher unti11950 when 
the organization was disbanded and the assets sold. 

It became obvious at this time when the hydro 
power was brought in to the district, the use of 

The Honor Roll of World War I made by Harry 
Fulcher Rapid City. 
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The Honor Roll of World War I I also made by 
Harry Fulcher of Rapid City. 

refrigerators and freezers would be the convenience 
everyone would choose. 

In the near 30 years that the Moline Beef Ring was 
in operation, it provided a much needed service to the 
families of the community. 

Immediately after World War I the Moline Womens 
Institute erected an Honour Roll for the men of the 
community who had served in the war. Mr. Harry 

Cairn at Moline, unveiled 27 June, 1964. 



Fulcher of Rapid City was hired to make a wooden 
plaque and have the names printed on the plaque. This 
was built of oak lumber. The top and sides were shaped 
to give a pleasing effect. This Honour Roll was placed 
on the front wall of the Moline Church behind the 
pulpit and altar where it could be viewed by all. 

Following World War II the community wished to 
have another Honour Roll. They were fortunate to be 
able to obtain Mr. Harry Fulcher's services - now 
semi-retired to make a plaque to match the one of 
the first war. When this was completed the two 
plaques were placed in an attractive setting at the 
front of the church. 

The inscription on the bottom plaque of the Moline 
Cairn. 

The inscription on the top plaque on the Moline 
Cairn. 

When the church closed in 1972 the Honour Rolls 
were moved to the Moline Community Centre and 
placed on the south wall of the south room. 

On the same day of the Moline Co-op 50th Anniver
sary - June 27, 1964 a ceremony was held to unveil a 
cairn recently built by the community on the N. W. cor
ner of the townsite on Sec. 8-14-20. This cairn was 
dedicated to the memory of the men in the two World 
Wars 1914-1918 and 1939-1945. Also to the memory of 
the pioneers of the district from 1878 and on. This cairn 
was financed by money from the sale of the Moline 
Rink and the one plaque was bought by the surplus of 
money raised to send boxes to the men overseas. 
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At the unveiling ceremony, Mr. Ray NewiU was 
Master of Ceremonies. In his opening remarks Ray 
paid tribute to the pioneers. Here is a direct quote 
from his address, 'This cairn was built by the Moline 
Community as something apart from the 50th celebra
tion, but in effect it has very deep rooted connections. 
It was the sons and daughters of these pioneers who 
gave us the Co-op Store. It was the sons and daughters 
and the grandsons and granddaughters who served in 
the two wars that we might enjoy our freedom of living 
in a free country and the freedom of building a Co-op 
when and where we desired.' 

The cairn was unveiled by Mrs. James (Edith) St. 
John and Mrs. Fred (Agnes) Yorke. Rev. Victor 
Bowins offered a prayer of dedication for the cairn and 
gave a short address. Mrs. George (Mary) Underhill 
placed a wreath at the cairn in memory of the 
members of the services that had paid the supreme 
sacrifice in the two World Wars. To conclude the 
ceremony Donald Gilchrist of Rivers on the bugle 
sounded the Last Post. 

At the annual Community Club meeting in 1964 the 
following were named as trustees of the cairn and 
grounds - Ray Newitt, Jack Hunter and Frank 
Bollman. 

Following the hard times of the 'thirtes' farmers 
were able to grow better crops and purchase tractors 
and newer machinery - the townsite started to grow. 

In 1934 a two sheet curling rink and outdoor skating 
rink was built in Moline. This rink was blown down in a 
wind storm in 1949. An attempt was made to build 
another one but failed due to declining population and 
a change in the school system. 

In 1937 Mr. and Mrs. James Reid built a blacksmith 
shop and cottage in Moline. This was situated on the 
east side of the Co-op Store on the next row of lots in 
the townsite. The following year they built another cot
tage just west of the shop for Mrs. Reids parents -
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Bollman. 

The blacksmith shop was fully equipped with tools 
necessary for the trade. A large percentage of the 
tools used in the shop were made by Jim himself. 
These tools would include the forge used for heating 
the irons, the tongs used for handling the irons and 
many of the punches and chisels. He also built a large 
press for pressing bearings from shafts or pressing 
together any two objects. One of the most useful 
pieces of machinery he made was a trip hammer used 
to sharpen plow shares and cultivator shovels, which 
had to be hammered to a thin edge. 

Jim also set up a tower for a windcharger. This was 
a wind driven propeller turning a generator to provide 
electricity for lights in the shop and residence. The 
power tools were all belt driven with a gas engine 
supplying the power. The blacksmith shop was a much 
needed business in our community. However in 1944 
Jim had an opportunity to buy a larger shop in Cardale 
so they moved to that centre. 

The village of Moline continued to grow when in 
1938 Gordon Hunter built a small garage and house in 
the village. These buildings were west across the road 
- actually not in the townsite but on the NE corner of 
Section 7-14-20. The garage was built near the corner 
with gas pumps out in front. There was only room for 



Gordon Hunter's garage, built 1938. 

Gordon Hunter's house/ built 1938. 
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one car to repair or for an oil change. There was space 
in the north end for storage and at the south end of the 
building he had a small line of groceries for sale. The 
house was built immediately south of the garage. Gor
don installed a 32 volt generating plant in his garage 
which supplied lights to the garage and house. With 
this outfit he was able to charge car batteries and 
radio batteries that everyone used in those days. Gor
don was agent for B.A. Oil (British American) and had 
a storage shed for barrels of gas, oil and distillate. 
This storage shed was north across the road on the 
S.W. corner of 12-14-20. A few years later Gordon 
Hunter decided to go farming so he sold his garage 
business to Charles Bartram in 1944. 

Charlie Bartram's garage in the background. 

In 1957 Gordon bought back the garage from Charlie 
Bartram and operated it until 1966 and retired to Bran
don. The garage building was sold to Ted Rudneski and 
moved to his yard. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bartram and two sons Garth 
and Fred moved from Rapid City to Moline in May 
1944. Charlie had worked as a mechanic in Conrad 
Sol dans Garage in Rapid City from 1941 to 1944. At this 
time he bought the garage business and storage shed in 
Moline from Gordon Hunter as well as a small house 
situated close to the garage. 

In 1946 Charlie installed a Lister Diesel electric 
generating plant which produced 110 volts. He then in
stalled electric wiring across to the U.G.G. house, to 
the Pool house, into the community barn, to the Co-op 
Store and managers house and therefore supplied elec
tric power to that part of the village. There was an 
agreement with the residents of the village that the 
plant would run until midnight except when there was 
a dance in the Co-op Hall (second floor of the Co-op 



Store) or the school, then the plant would run until 2 : 00 
a.m. The new school was built in 1948 and was also 
wired to receive this power. The plant would also run 
Monday morning so the ladies could use their electric 
washing machines. This electric generating plant did 
not have a power storage facility so there would be no 
power when. the plant was not running. 

During 1950 the Pool Elevator was disposing of 
their grain annex which had been built for extra 
storage space in the war years. Charlie Bartram 
bought the annex and dismantled it then started mak
ing plans to build a larger garage. In 1951 he built a 
garage 32 x 56 feet on the same corner, which allowed 
three cars in for major repair and one space for oil 
changes or minor repair. There appeared to be lots of 
work on automobiles and tractors so Charlie hired a 
helper for a year or two. The north end of the building 
was used as a room for repair parts and also for a line 
of groceries. When the new building was completed, 
Charlie sold the old building to Gordon Shanks in the 
Pettapiece district. The small house was sold and 
moved to Hamiota in 1952. Mr. and Mrs Bartram and 
family moved into the V.G.G. house which they had 
recently purchased. 

The Lister Diesel generating plant was not moved 
into the new building because the Hydro Electric 
Power was now in the district. The generating unit 
was sold to a garage in Saskatchewan. During the 
winter of 1955 Charlie sold his grocery stock to the 
Moline Co-op Store and he continued with the garage 
repair service. 

Charlie Bartram had a snow plane which was used 
as a taxi service on many occasions when the roads 
were blocked in the winter. He also did some trucking 
business - mostly hauling grain. 

The early summer of 1957 natural gas was coming 
through the new pipe line recently built across 
Manitoba. At this time Charlie took a course in hand
ling natural gas and in August 1957 he sold the garage 
business and house back to Gordon Hunter, then went 
to work for Taylor and Sons in Rivers installing gas 
furances. Charlie worked there until May 1959 when he 

Charlie Bartrams snowplane. There was room for 
three passengers and a driver. It was powered by a six 
cylinder air cooled aeroplane engine driving a 
propeller at the back. 
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became employed by Inter City Gas Company as Ser
viceman. He was promoted to district manager in 1961 
and remained in that position until his retirement in 
October 1977. 

Also in 1938 Duncan McCallum sold his farm equip
ment and started a transfer and trucking business. He 
was kept busy hauling cattle and goods to and from 
Brandon as well as hauling grain for farmers. Dunc 
and family moved into Moline and purchased the 
former Bawlf house elevator agent house. 

To add to the village around 1938, Teddy O'Neal 
built a new shoe repair shop on a lot to the north of the 
church. Within the next two years, Mrs. Fred (Agnes) 
Yorke moved a small house into Moline from the farm. 
This was situated north again from Teddys Shop. Then 
further north again, Mrs. Agnes Hotham moved in a 
small house and lived there while employed at the Co
op Store as a clerk. 

It would be remiss not to mention a colourful fellow 
- Teddy O'Neal Teddy was a confirmed bachelor. 
He was a trapper by choice and 'Jack of all Trades'. As 
a trapper he would capture a mother fur bearing 
animal and her young take them home and raise 
them until the pelts were prime, for example 
coyote, fox, raccoon and badger etc. He was very 
capable as a well digger and then about 1936 he opened 
a shoe and harness repair shop in Moline. Teddy was 
born and educated in Ireland and his handwriting was 
very unique, a pleasure to read. When Teddy opened 
his shoe repair shop he put up a large poster with these 
words in his own handwriting 
The preacher talks about your Soul 
And lead the heavenly way. 
Get new soles at Teddy's shop 
And walk your troubles away. 

Teddy sold his shoe and harness repair shop and 
tools by auction and retired to Brandon where he died 
in May 1950. 

Along the south side of the C. N. Railway there was 
a complete line of buildings to receive freight and fuel 
hauled into Moline on the train. Also there were 
loading platforms for loading livestock and freight for 
shipment to other points. The railway through Moline 

Pool Elevator Moline built 1928, annex built 1941. 



runs in a northwest - southeast angle, so at times it is 
difficult to describe directions. Starting from the 
northwest end travel along to the southeast the service 
buildings in order were - the Co-op fuel storage tank 
and pumping shed, the heavy machinery and freight 
unloading platform, the Bawlf Elevator, the Co-op coal 
storage shed, the United Grain Growers Elevator and 
flour storage shed which became Pool Elevator B in 
1952. On the opposite side of the track across from the 
U.G.G. elevator was a small station building which 
was originally a C.N.R. freight car. This was divided 
so that one end could be heated for the comfort of train 
passengers. The other end was for small freight 
cream cans and egg crates etc. which were always 
shipped on the train. Still travelling further along the 
line past the U.G.G. elevator was the Moline Pool 
Elevator now on the site of the original Co-op Store. 
The Imperial Oil fuel storage tank and pumping shed 
came next and then at the end of the line was the 
livestock assembly yard and loading platform. 

Following World War II - rapid changes were tak
ing place in rural life. The war time factories turned to 
building larger and more comfortable automobiles. 
This brought required improvements in road con
ditions as the public wanted to travel faster and 
further. The farm scene changed to more mechaniza
tion and larger farms. Then came the introduction of 
larger school areas and a reduction in railway ser
vices. From these changes it became evident many 
smaller communities would have a difficult time to 
carryon. Many buildings and services in Moline were 
moved during the 1950's. Now to report where the 
buildings were taken but not necessarily in order of be
ing moved. 

The little station was moved up along the track to a 
point just across from the Co-op fuel storage tank. 
After the passenger service was discontinued in 1961 
the building was sold to the Co-op and moved close to 
the store to be used as storage for feed bags and oil 
barrels. In 1944 when the new Co-op managers 
residence was completed - the first managers house 
- which was situated to the northwest of the church 
was sold to Ray McLaughlin. Ray moved the house to 
his farm and used it as an addition to his house. At this 
time - Teddy O'Neal moved his shop from the main 
street - where the Pool Cottage was to be built - to 
the site of the old Co-op house where he worked and 
lived until his retirement in 1949. Calvin Underhill 
bought Teddy's house and moved it to his farm that 
year. 

Mrs. Agnes Yorkes house was purchased by Allan 
Wiltsey and moved to his farm as living quarters for 
his hired help. Mrs. Agnes Hothams house was bought 
by the Co-op and dismantled. Andy Andersen bought 
Jim Reids house and moved it to his yard as a 
residence for his father and mother. This house was 
later bought by Wilbur Trott and moved again to his 
farm. 

The former Bawlf elevator cottage - lately owned 
by Joe English - was sold to E. E. English and moved 
to his yard as his residence. The J. Bollman house and 
Reids Blacksmith Shop were accidently destroyed dur
ing a grass fire . . . The new Co-op house was sold to 
Ted Rudneski and moved to his yard to become his 
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United Grain Growers Elevator Moline built 1911 
the annex on the right was built in 1942. 

residence. The W.I. Community barn was also 
destroyed by fire. The garage built by C. Bartram was 
bought by Ted Rudneski and moved to his farm for an 
implement shelter. The Co-op coal shed was sold to 
Allan Wiltsey and used for a granary. The Co-op fuel 
and storage tank by the railway was sold to the Co-op 
Wholesale and the pump and storage building was sold 
to Bazil Montague. The Imperial gas storage tank 
situated southeast of the Pool elevator was taken away 
by the company. The storage building was bought by 
Ray Newitt. The material and shelter from the stock 
yard southeast of the Imperial tank was sold to Gordon 
Burnell and he used it for his cattle corrals. The Co-op 
storage garage was sold to Kaz Rudniski and moved to 
his farm. The heavy machinery and freight unloading 
platform was bought by Tim McEwing of Rivers and 
dismantled. The D.G.G. flour storage shed was sold to 
Ray Newitt and moved to his farm. 

From the time of the earliest settlers in the Moline 
District there has been the feeling of sharing with 
neighbours. Settlers helped each other to erect 
buildings on their homestead and helped break up the 
prairie sod ready to grow a crop. Whenever possible 
the neighbours would gather together in the evening 
for a social time. The settlers quickly realized the 
need of a church and school. As stated before, in this 
district an old log house became the first school house 
and was also used as a church on Sunday. The church 
was the main organization of the community and 



Moline school on SW 16-14-20 built in 1892, 
decorated for a Christmas concert C1895. 

everyone shared in its activities. A very popular event 
of the year was the annual Christmas Concert where 
Santa Claus never failed to visit at the end of the con
cert. These annual concerts have continued to the pre
sent time. 

When the new Co-op Store was built, a second floor 
was added to serve as a community hall. This hall 
became the centre of activities for meetings of all 

types, concerts and dancing. Every winter for years 
members would present three act plays in the hall 
along with musical items. It seems the active actors 
and dancers of the 1920's never finish telling stories of 
the good times they had in the Co-op Hall. The music 
for the dance was always voluntary - anyone who 
could play a violin, strum a guitar or banjo and 
someone to chord on the piano took their turn at play
ing. When the new school was built in 1948 it became 
the centre for entertainments, meetings and dances. 

When this school was built the men of the communi
ty worked together to dig the basement of the school. 
The soil was first loosened by plowing with tractors. 
The soil was then moved from the basement by using 
the scrapers formerly used by the municipality for 
road building. Instead of using horses, the scrapers 
were now pulled by small tractors. However it still 
required a strong person on the handle of the scraper 
to make it fill properly then hold it to ensure it would 
empty in the designated spot. The school became the 
centre of activities. It is now called "The Community 
Centre' and is still a busy place in the Moline District. 

All through the years of growth and change in the 
Moline community there was a keen interest in sports. 
At all picnics there was always a ball game for 
everyone. When the mail was delivered by train 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday young and old 
would gather in the long summer evenings for a 

Curlers in the Moline bonspiel C1939, Left to right, Bob Mathewson, Alex Lean, Charlie Bollman, Allan 
Wiltsey, Dick English, Elvin English, Dunc McCallum, Joe English, Pete Dick on the steps Charlie Christie and 
Andy Andersen. 
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The Moline e.G.I.T. group in 1925. Back row left to 
right, Dorothy Hunter! Edna Kroft, Elma Dick, Agnes 
Hunter! Minnie Prout! Johanne Andersen, Kathleen 
Andersen. Front row, Ada Yorke, Vera Underhill, 
Dorothy Dick! Olga Andersen! Bernice Underhill. 

ballgame when they went for the 'mail'. Some of the 
more ardent players entered into competition in ball 
tournaments and were recognized in some of the top 
placings. 

Then when winter came there was the urge of every 

young person to learn to skate. Looking back at what 
the boys and girls used for skates it is a wonder how 
they managed with skate blades just strapped on their 
regular boots or in some cases attached with screws. 
However they mastered the art and became very good 
skaters even though they had to shovel snow off the ice 
on a slough or lake first and no heated room to sit 
and change their skates. 

The curling and skating rink was built in Moline in 
1934. At that time many residents of the community 
were able to see and try curling for the first time. The 
curling and skating rink became busy every night of 
the week with up to 30 rinks curling on a regular 
schedule. The annual Bonspiel was the highlight of the 
year when even more rinks tried for the prizes offered 
in the five events. 

The skating and hockey ice was busy with young 
and old. Hockey games were arranged with neighbour
ing towns even though they would have to travel the 
twelve to fifteen miles by team and van, over the 
winter roads. 

In later years, after the Moline rink had closed the 
young people entered a team into a local league in 
Rapid City and participated in games and tour
naments. 

During the early 1900's a ladies group known as the 
Women's Missionary Society worked along with the 

Moline ladies aid meeting held at the home of Mrs. Henry Kroft in 1924! Back row left to right, Mrs. Oliver 
Soldan, Mrs. Henry Rourke, Mrs. Arthur McKinnon, Mrs. Dave Dick, Mrs. George Lean, Mrs. Richard English, 
Mrs. Conrad Kahler, Mrs. Tom McLaughlin. Front row, Mrs. Frank Prout Mrs. Edward Soldan! Mrs. John 
Radcliffe Sr., Mrs. John Hunter and Mrs. Fred Bollman. 
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church and helped raise funds to finance the operation 
of the charge. The Ladies Aid Society was formed in 
November 1921 with Mrs. F. W. Bollman as president, 
Mrs. C. Kahler as vice president, Mrs. John S. Alex
ander as secretary and Mrs. J. Forrest as treasurer. 
The Missionary Society now became an affiliated 
group. The Ladies Aid was an active group assisting in 
many community activities as well as being the driv
ing force to keep the church in operation during the. 
'lean years'. The name changed to the "Womens Aux
illary" of the United Church in 1950, then later called 
The United Church Women continuing their support of 
the church. Once again declining population entered in 
and in 1970 the United Church Women were disbanded. 
At the close of this organization Mrs. Wm. Bridgeman 
was president, Mrs. Roy Greer was secretary and 
Mrs. Bert Bollman was treasurer. 

One of the first women's society to be formed in 
Moline was the Home Economics Society in 1914. Mrs. 
James Elliott was president and Mrs. Charlie Bollman 
as secretary. This society was later known as the 
Women's Institute. The Institute worked for the 
betterment of the community. They built a barn in the 
townsite that held 20 teams of horses. It was always 
filled to capacity when a social event was held in town 
during the winter when everyone had to travel by team 
and sleigh in those early years and later years when 
the roads were seldom snowplowed. The W.I. built a 
bath change house at the 'Moline Lake' about 1920 
located on the east side of the lake near the south end. 
There was a small area of sandy beach there and was 
very nice for a community swimming beach. Later 
this building was moved to the rink in Moline and used 
as a skate change room and general waiting room. The 
Women's Institute started the fund for the erection of 
the Community Rink in 1934, supplied furnishings for 
the Community Hall above the Co-op Store, erected a 
church plaque in memory of veterans in the World War 
I, helped needy families in the district, held showers 
for brides, presentations for grooms and farewell par
ties for families moving away. Adult education was 
the major theme of the Women's Institute. After 56 
years of service the institute was closed in 1970, with 
Mrs. Bob Lamb as president, Mrs. Wm. Bridgeman as 
secretary and Mrs. Jim Soldan as treasurer. 

During the early 1920's a United Farmers of 
Manitoba group was established to bring the farmers 
together and form a stronger voice to present their 
wishes to the government. The mens group was 
enhanced at the same time by the organization of a 
United Farm Women group. When the Pool Elevator 
was built in 1928 the U.F.M. and the U.F.W. were dis
banded as it was felt the local elected board of the 
elevator could voice sufficient farm opinions from its 
meetings. 

In 1938 an interest was shown by young people of the 
district in raising and improving animals for show at 
the local fairs. A local Boys and Girls Fat Calf Club 
was organized under the leadership of James S1. John 
and Pender Shanks. In 1939 and 1940 the calves from 
Moline were shown at a fall fair in Oct. at Rapid City 
then the calves would be sold whenever the owner 
chose to do so. The calf club was not active during the 
war years and re-organized in 1946 under the 

157 

leadership of Carman Duncan. Members from Cardale 
became interested in joining, so the name became 
Moline-Cardale Fat Calf Club. A local achievement 
day show was held near the end of June. Soon after the 
calves were all taken to the Brandon Summer Fair 
where they were shown in competition with other 
clubs and the calves were sold by auction. In 1952 the 4 
leaf clover symbol, which was introduced in the United 
States was adopted in Canada. Then the name changed 
to Moline-Cardale 4H Beef Club. The 4H stands for 
Head, Heart, Hands and Health. The 4H Pledge was 
repeated at every meeting. 

I Pledge - my Head to clearer thinking, my Heart 
to greater loyalty, my Hands to larger service and my 
Health to better living for my Club, my Community 
and my Country. 

Achievements days were held alternately at Moline 
and Cardale. Many prizes, awards and ribbons were 
won over the years at the local achievements and the 
fair. Also through the years the members received 
~ational Award Trips, Gold Watch Awards and 
awards in public speaking and educational 
demonstrations. By 1963 the cycle of young people at 
the right age for 4H was at a low ebb and the club was 
forced to close. However a few members from the dis
trict still desired 4H training and joined the Rapid City 
4H Beef Club. 

The young girls in the district were shown the pro
jects and training available to them and in 1953 under 
the sponsorship of the Women's Institute the Moline 
4H Home Economics Club was organized. The first 
leaders were Mrs. Carman Duncan and Mrs. Stan 
Campbell. 

The projects for the first few years was in different 
levels of sewing but then other projects such as foods, 
handicrafts and home design were made available. So 
the girls became active in numerous projects. Here 
again many National Awards, Gold Watch awards and 
championships were won by the members along with 
public speaking and educational demonstrations. In 
1972 the Moline Home Economics Club were short of 
members so they reorganized under the name of 
Moline 4H Multi Project Club and offered projects in 
woodworking, welding and mechanics and several 
young boys entered the newer club projects. However 
in the fall of 1976 there were not enough members to 
form a club so they decided to close for one year and 
hope to have enough members in the future to carryon 
again. 

A Moline Boys and Girls Seed Club was organized 
around 1935. It is not certain who were the leaders of 
the Seed Club but it is known the following took a great 
interest in the club and helped in many ways Donald 
Milton, Russell Milton, Jack Stanton, Fred Bollman 
and James Burnell. In later years, after 1950 when it 
became known as the 4H Seed Club, the active leaders 
then were Fred Brazzell, Roy Tapp and Gordon 
Burnell. 

The seed club members each year were able to 
purchase enough seed to sow two acres of crop. They 
usually chose to seed the new varieties of wheat or 
barley. In this way they were able to produce good 
quality seed grain and in many cases the members 
were able to sell their grain to the neighbours for seed. 



Aerial view of Moline, taken in 1950. 

The members were to go through their crop after the 
heads appeared and pull out any plants that appeared 
of a different variety. In the fall of the year there 
would be a district Seed Fair where the members 
would each display ten pounds of their grain. The dis
plays would be judged and prizes awarded. The seed 
club was active until 1949 when it was disbanded. 

A local youth group of Boy Scouts and Cubs were 
organized in 1948 under the leadership of Lloyd 
Jackson, Fred Brazzell and Howard Burnell. They 
were active for about five years but were unable to ob
tain leadership to carryon and had to disband the 
organization. 

A local group of the Manitoba Federation of 
Agriculture and Co-Operation operated for a few years 
between 1945 and 1949. 

In December 1947 a local court (lodge) of the Cana
dian Order of Foresters began in Moline. This 
provided the men folk with many evenings of social 
outings and a chance to spread fraternalism 
throughout the district and in neighbouring courts at 
meetings, curling games, ball games and on the street. 
The same story came true - due to a lack of interest 

or interest in other activities the lodge was dis
banded in 1968 and the members became 
amalgamated with Strathc1air but very few attended 
meetings regularily. The Canadian Order of Foresters, 
of which Moline was a member, was a strong sup
porter and gave substantial sums of money to the 
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The new School in Moline built, in 1948. 

Cancer Research Fund. The members of "Court Silver 
Queen No. 1642" at Moline also donated their share 
toward the Cancel' Fund. 

On March 24, 1977 a special social evening was held 
in the community centre. Mr. Earl Bridgman, District 
Deputy from Brandon attended to present 25 year pins 
to members of Court Silver Queen. Members receiving 
25 year pins were Bill Bridgeman, Ken Bridgeman, 
Kaz Rudniski, Ted Rudneski, Roy Greer, Rod 



The last day of school at Moline June 27, 1966. Back 
row left to right, Norman Brown, Kirk Bridgeman, 
Keneen Bridgeman, David Hunter, Cheryl Greer, Mrs. 
Milne, teacher. Centre row, Kevin Bridgeman, Nor
man Underhill, Carol Campbell, Debbie St. John, Judy 
Greer, Douglas Greer. Front row, Bob Brown, Trudy 
Campbell, Vicki Campbell, Dorothy English, Bob 
English. 

Underhill, Bill Yorke, Gordon Burnell, Bert Bollman 
and Frank Bollman. 

Immediately after the closing of the school in 1966 
the community was able to retain the building as a 
community centre so a Moline Community Club was 
formed. The club was operated by forming a board of 
directors and then by arranging the district into three 
groups. These groups take their turn in catering or 
sponsoring whatever occasion comes along. The club 
has been able to have an annual Christmas Party for 
the children, sponsored bingo and whist drives as well 
as the presentations to the newly weds and farewell to 
residents moving away. This has all helped to keep the 
Moline Community active. 

In a survey conducted of the Moline District in 1970 
it was noted that in 1950 there were 63 households 

and a total population of 229. There were 56 post office 
boxes and 53 permits issued at the elevator. 

In 1970 there were 47 households-population of 157 
and 36 post office boxes with 40 permits at the 
elevator. 

In this year of 1977 there are 21 households, popula
tion of 60 with 30 post office boxes and 38 permits at 
the elevator. 

The Moline District is a small corner in the 
municipality of Saskatchewan. The pioneers moved in 
with a purpose to build a community with the services 
necessary for a good life. They built the church, school 
and store when they came - and it has been the duty 
of succeeding generations to provide even better op
portunities. 

There has been great changes in daily living over 
the years. Changes have taken place in agriculture, in 
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the town and cities but still through it all there 
remains that everlasting friendship in a community. 

It is with trust that a continuing history be recorded 
for generations to come. 

contributed by Frank Bollman 

PETTAPIECE HISTORY 1878-1971 
Community 1 

The Pettapiece Community had its beginning when 
the opening of the Little Saskatchewan Valley for 
settlement in 1878 coincided with a depressed economy 
in Ontario and families moved to the new country. 

Those taking advantage of the information 
available to them, re-excursion trains etc., were a 
varied collection of craftsmen. Among them were: 
stone-mason, wood-worker, telegrapher, steam-boiler, 
blacksmith, teacher, store-keeper, tailor, miller, and 
shoemaker, none really experienced in the type of Ilfe 
that would be demanded of them by the prairies. 

Three years occupancy or at least six months of a 
year for three consecutive years was necessary to give 
final claim to the homestead. Thirty acres must be 
broken and a log or sod house built during those three 
years. On requesting the deed to the homestead, one 
also paid for the pre-empted territory, usually $1.00 
per acre. 

Many claims were "jumped" during the intended 
owner's absence. The story is told in this district of 
two young "would be" settlers, unable to find un
claimed land, on overhearing during the night two in
ebriated men describe the land they intended to file on, 
pooled their money - enough for one horse only, and 
alternately one riding and one hanging on to the 
horse's tail and running behind, reached the land titles 
office and had already filed on the land before the 
befuddled rightful owners arrived. 

In the spring of 1878 Dynes Gilpin (S.E. 20:13:20:W 
of 1), John Henry (N.W. 22:13:21), and William L. H. 
Short (S.W. 25:13:21) came together from Ontario, 
followed that summer by James W. Shanks and his 
cousin "Short" Jimmie Shanks (S.W. and S.E. of 
19:13:20 respectively) and Tobias Spearin (N.W. 
21:13:20). 

John Henry returned east that fall and brought his 

1879 Petta piece Homesteaders; left to right Fred 
Gill, William Reid, John Shanks. 



family the following spring. His home was known to 
settlers as "the half-way house" as they made it an 
overnight stopping place enroute to or from Brandon. 
His eldest son "Red" Ned Henry held pre-emption on 
near-by land and son Alec on N. W. 21: 13: 21 later 
owned by Robert Snowden. His son "Red" Jack Henry 
worked as blacksmith in Rapid City for a year before 
homesteading S.E. 21:13:21 where he continued to 
blacksmith for the surrounding area for many years. 

Mr. Short returned to Poplar Point in the fall of '78 
and spent the winter there with his family, bringing 
them to the homestead he had already named Silver 
Lake in the spring of 1879. Mrs. Short was the first 
woman in the township. 

James W., "Short" Jimmie and Tob Spearin 
batched together during the winter for company. 
While James prepared for the morrows work, "Short" 
Jimmie told stories, long and short or sang Scottish 
songs. Tob being a fine shot kept the mice to a 
minimum with buckshot. 

Other early settlers were: George B. Kelly 
(23:13:21). It is told that when coming west with oxen 
and Red River cart he asked a lad by the side of the 
road "How far to Rapid City?" The answer, "You are 
in it now, Mister." Andrew Near (N.W. 14:13:21), a 
steam-engine man and wood-worker, was also the first 
blacksmith in the district. Mr. and Mrs. Matthias Pet
tapiece (N.W. 18: 13 :20). James Spearin (N.E. 
17:13:20). James Linklater (S.W. 18:13:20). Ephriam 
Graham (S.E. 13:13:21). Wm. Shanks (S.E. 24:13:21). 
At this time there were about twenty women and 
twenty-four children in the district. 

The settlement suffered a near disaster in 
September 1879 when a prairie fire raged through the 
district. Fortunately the green wood of the log houses 
resisted fire and previously ploughed fire guards and 
back firing saved the holdings though some crops were 
lost. 

As the early church services were held in the 
Shanks home and mail brought from Rapid City was 
distributed at that time, the community was known as 
Shanks Settlement until the R.R. came through in 1889. 
At that time Richard Pettapiece was operating a 

Presbyterian Church at Shanks Settlement (Pet
tapiece), 1887. 
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blacksmith shop near the new platform and his name 
above the door suggested the name for the district. 

The first baby born in the area was a son Ernest to 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Moore in the summer of 1879, on 
the new homestead, still in the covered wagon with the 
new neighbor Mrs. Matthias Pettapiece in attendance. 

The first wedding was on December 29,1881, when 
Mary Shanks was married to George B. Kelly. 

The first death was in 1882. Laura, thirteen year old 
invalid daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ephriam Graham, 
who died in the early summer. The new community 
grieved for the young girl. The funeral was from the 
Graham home and everyone walked to the cemetery. 
The pallbearers carried the coffin made by Mr. Kelly 
and lined by his wife Mary and her sister Annie 
Shanks. At the graveside Mrs. Pettapiece stepped 
forward and placed three-flowered avons on the coffin. 

One of the most trying situations was the lack of 
water. Until much later when deep wells were drilled 
there was a never ending battle to find sufficient drink
ing water in shallow wells. In the winter the wells 
froze and snow was melted for use in the house and 
sometimes for stock as well. In summer water for 
washing was obtained from sloughs. The folks soon 
learned to look for sloughs around which willows grew, 
any other was hard with alkali. Mostly sufficient rain 
kept the water supply adequate but some years it was 
so dry the sloughs disappeared and even Silver Lake 
went dry one year. At those times water had to be 
hauled from the Little Saskatchewan River. In much 
later years a spring on the farm of G. R. Kite 
(29:13:20) supplied water for those who had to haul it. 
Water tanks were standard eqUipment at that time. 
Previously the water was hauled in barrels. 
Fuel 

Fuel was another problem. The Prairie fire in '79 
had depleted much of the wood and any available was 
used for building purposes. The settlers had been ac
customed to burning hardwood in Ontario so fuel was 
hauled from Riding Mountain north of Newdale (Old
dale at that time), a distance of twenty-eight miles. 
Neighbors would take supplies for several days for 
man and beast. A shelter was then thrown up where 

Gile store Pettapiece, 1904. 



they ate and slept until a good supply of logs was made 
ready to bring home. 
Food 

There were few hens in the district so eggs were 
scarce. In later years Mrs. M. Pettapiece laughed 
heartily as she recalled carrying her precious rooster 
and two hens with her when she went to stay with Mrs. 
Moore while their men went to Portage La Prairie 
with their grist. 

Cattle were too valuable for milk and as oxen to be 
used for food. Some had sheep so had mutton for meat. 
Pork was shipped in but was usually very fat and salty. 
Fortunately there was no closed season on prairie 
chicken, wild duck and rabbit. 

There were wild black currants and some years 
saskatoons, though at first they were wary of this un
familiar fruit because they didn't know whether it was 
edible or not. Wild hops were used to make yeast. The 
children got their Vitamin C unawares from the wild 
rose hips they loved to nibble as they herded cows. 

Clothing, with the exception of shoes, was all made 
at home. The materials apart from raw wool were 
brought from the east - often wet in transit, so water 
marked, but used regardless. 

Tallow candles were made in metal candle molds to 
augment the scanty coal oil supply. 

Potatoes and other vegetables grew well, with few 
weeds to make work. 

Petta piece United Church. 

Grain 
The first crops were cut with a scythe and tied by 

hand. Later reapers were brought from Ontario. This 
implement could also be used with a mower knife in
stead of the grain cutter bar for mowing hay. When 
cutting grain four or five rakes over the table collected 
the cut grain and swept it off the table in bundles. Men 
followed the reaper, binding the wheat into sheaves 
with its own straw and stooking it. 

The first threshing was done on the Wm. Shanks 
farm in '79 with a small mill, driven off a device 
powered by two oxen. Dynes Gilpin, Wm. H. Reid, 
Wm. Howden had grain threshed at the same time. 
The oxen hitched to one cross arm and tied to the next 
were kept moving round and round. Later "horse 
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powered" ones using eight horses were used and gave 
power to grinding, elevating etc. 

The first crops were good but too often late and 
caught with frost. Also prices were low. In 1885 there 
was a shortage of twine and its price soared. The grain 
stood ripe in the fields but no twine was to be had. 
Frosts came and the late frosted wheat was not in de
mand as the markets were filled. Grain hauled to 
Brandon sold for twenty cents a bushel. Butter sold for 
eight cents a pound, helped buy a few groceries. Men 
were forced to find winter work away from home, 
leaving their families to make out as best they could. 
Some found jobs logging in Shell River for ties to be 
used for the Railway. Some went to Winnipeg and 
helped excavate for the Hudson Bay store. Plenty of 
rain in '87 brought a good crop - bins were filled and 
the price was sixty-five cents a bushel. 1888 also saw a 
good crop but 1889 was very dry and part of one day 
was all that was needed to thresh one man's grain that 
year. 

From 1882 until the first train came through on the 
Nor'West Central Railway in November '89 grain was 
marketed in Brandon, a distance of twenty-five miles. 
Train service was held up because of law suits and 
other difficulties and it was some years before the 
trains were running regularly. 

The first grain was handled from a warehouse 
where the grain had to be weighed by hand in bags on 
small scales. Later there were five elevators, Bawlf; 
Ogilvie, Northern, Western Canada and Trusdale. 
They handled grain for a very large area including 
north of Newdale (Olddale). 

Mr. Samuel Moore, Mr. Ephriam Graham were 
prime movers in a scheme to form a company to buy a 
horse powered threshing machine as outfits were 
scarce and difficult to hire when needed. Mr. Moore 
was manager and for several years was in charge of 
running the machine. Later they bought a crusher to 
make feed and whole wheat flour. The company in
cluded Grahams, Spearins, Linklater, Shanks, Near 
and Sylvester. 

Mr. John Henry's sons Sam and Alec operated a 
steam threshing outfit in the surrounding 
neighborhood for many years. 

Stooks were stacked and threshing went on until 
mid-winter, as late as February. In the winter a man 
kept the steam fired until late at night. Another man 
rose at four a.m. and rebuilt the fire. By nine a.m. 
everything was thawed and sufficiently to begin 
threshing. 

During the harvest season the Indians hired with 
the settlers and helped harvest the crop. Their teepees 
were erected on the farm, convenient to their work. 
The women were allowed to glean and gather the 
spilled grain around the machine which they winnowed 
in the wind. 

In 1893 John Shanks started to work as weighman 
for the Nicholas Bawlf Co. in the warehouse where 
grain was delivered in bags. After four years he 
accepted a position as grain buyer in the Ogilvie Flour 
Mill. After eleven years he returned to the Northern 
Company which was organized by Bawlf and later 
became the National Grain Co. where he worked until 
his retirement in 1945 - over fifty years in all. 



The National Grain continues in full operation in 
1971 with George L. Pettapiece, grandson of Matthias 
Pettapiece, who succeeded John Shanks as buyer. 
Schools 

The necessity for a school was a first consideration. 
The first classes were held in 1880 in a good sized room 
in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Moore. Miss 
Elizabeth Shanks, daughter of Wm. Shanks recently 
from Ontario after completing her academic training 
in Collingwood Collegiate, was the first teacher. On 
January fourth, 1882 Little Saskatchewan S.D. 134 built 
on land on the Gilpin farm was officially opened. Mr. 
Moore, Mr. Spear in , and Mr. Linklater were the first 
trustees. Mr. Wellwood was the first Inspector. Robert 
Shanks (brother of Wm.) taught in Little 
Saskatchewan in 1880's and at Medina in 90's. Later the 
school was renovated and continued in use until 1963 
when after arbitration the district consolidated with 
the Consolidated School District of Rivers 1484. 

Medina school district 402 was formed in 1885 and 
the building was erected on the Henry farm. The 
trustees were Messers. L. Short, P. Robertson, A. 
Near and J. Henry and the teacher was Miss Brooks. 
In 1921 a new building was erected which continued in 
use unti11958 when it was dissolved by arbitration. 

In its time the building was the centre of many 
community gatherings. 
Church 

The first church services were held in the Shanks 
home in 1880 and continued to be held there for seven 
years. 

The previous summer John and James W. Shanks 
had walked to Rapid City several times to hear the 
Rev. Alexander Smith of Cadurcis. Rapid City had not 
yet a minister of their own but Mr. Smith whose log 
church at Cadurcis was one of the first in the area 
came to conduct services regularly. When he heard of 
the new settlement he volunteered to conduct services 
every second Sunday if an attendance of six could be 
guaranteed. More than twice that number greeted him 
on his initial visit. 

The services were attended by the Spearins, Shorts, 
Henrys, Kellys, Nears, Linklaters, Pettapieces, 
Grahams and Moores. 

Sunday School services preceded the church ser
vice. The kitchen table was removed to make room for 
seats - planks on chairs covered with quilts. Miss 
Mary Shanks played the organ for the hymns. 

The mail which was brought from Rapid City once a 
week was distributed after church. The neighbors 
visited together and exchanged news of the district. 

Prayer meetings were held during the week in the 
homes of neighbors. 

In 1881 Rev. Thomas Lawson, Gladstone Methodist 
(whose circuit was from Gladstone as far west as he 
wished to go) organized services on alternate Sundays 
and the community had regular weekly service. Later 
the services were conducted by Methodist Mr. Tibb 
and Presbyterian Mr. Dyer and Dr. Robt. Knowles. 

The first church, Presbyterian, was built in 1887. 
Mr. Kelly was in charge of the building done by 
volunteer labor, and each family donated what money 
they could. The church was named for and dedicated 
by the Rev. James Robertson, Superintendent of the 

162 

Western Mission Field, on New Year's Day 1888. The 
Rev. Sutherland of Rapid City was in charge of the 
opening services. 

This church was for many years the focal point for 
congregations including Oak River, White Bank Lea, 
Oakleigh, Pendennis and Moline. 

By 1891 a manse had been built and Rev. John Hosie 
was the first resident minister. His stipend was two 
hundred dollars a year and the use of the manse. An 
organ had been installed in the church and plans were 
underway to build a shed for the horses. A library had 
been started and William (W. J.) Pettapiece was 
librarian. As the field enlarged the minister was given 
six hundred dollars a year. The connection with Oak 
River and White Bank Lea lasted until 1904 when on 
the recommendation of the Presbytery, Oak River 
became a separate charge. Moline separated from 
Petta piece in 1911, again because the field was too 
large. 

The first managers, as those who assumed respon
sibility for church affairs, both spiritual and financial 
were called, were Jas. Linklater, J. B. Kelly, John 
Shanks and J. W. Shanks, Secretary-treasurer. Later, 
Walter Graham, Matthias Pettapiece, M. Reid, John 
Radcliffe. 

Women had their part in soliciting financial support 
and early names mentioned were: Petta piece , Greig 
and Grummett. 

The church records show that at a Missionary 
Meeting in 1892 plans were made to organize a Young 
People's group called the Cl:iristian Endeavor. 
Records also mention a Junior group of the same 
organiza tion. 

The first mention of a Ladies' Aid group was in 
1902. 

In 1902 it is also recorded that a grain blockade was 
responsible for the problem of meeting church com
mitments. The Rev. McDiarmid was minister at this 
time. 

A Women's Foreign Missionary Society was 
organized in 1898. 

In 1908 Pettapiece congregation and their minister, 
the Rev. Fotheringham, assisted in forming a con
gregation at Rivers and the elders continued to assist 
their minister in observing communion services until 
1911, when Rivers began the formation of their own 
elected elders and session. 

At this time residence for the minister was 
arranged for in Rivers. The first to reside there was 
the Rev. Fee, followed by the Rev. Duckworth. 

In 1921 the local Methodist and Presbyterian 
churches in the area united and Pettapiece and Rivers 
united with Daly to form a three point charge. The 
Rev. Sallons was the first minister called to the Union 
Church, followed by the Rev. S. A. Martin during 
whose ministry a communication was sent to the Rev. 
George Pidgeon - chairman of the church union, 
registering approval of the proposed union of 
Presbyterian, Methodist and Congregational churches, 
as the local union of nearly three years was a proven 
success. Mr. Martin also encouraged the planning of a 
new church building. 

In 1925 during the ministry of Rev. W. L. T. Patter
son the new church was built. The old church and 



manse were torn down and material used in the new 
building. Services were held in the Forester's Hall that 
summer. Dr. A. B. Baird of United College dedicated 
the new building in November. 

In 1960 the Pettapiece congregation united with 
Rivers and the church was officially closed. The 
building later sold and ground levelled. The barn was 
left to be used for the cemetery equipment. In 1967 
pillars for the cemetery gates were erected to mark 
the location of the church. The plaque is inscribed: 
"Dedicated to the memory of the pioneers who 
founded the Robertson Presbyterian Church in 1887) 
and of those who served faithfully in it and the Pet
tapiece United Church from 1925-1959. 'Ye are the salt 
of the earth'." 
Store and Post Office 

Alfred Wolstenholme from England was the first 
store-keeper and post-master. Later owners were Dan 
Thompson, then Mr. Child. 

After the turn of the century Mr. Fred Giles, with 
Mr. Barnes as partner for a short time, took over the 
store and built a new home to which he took his bride, 
Janet, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Matthias Pettapiece. 
They continued to own and operate the store and post 
office until he retired in the 1940's, and their daughter 
Lillian and son-in-law Reid Spearin were in charge un
til the business was sold in 1948 to Roy Todd a native of 
Rapid City. Mr. and Mrs. L. M. (Les) Pettapiece 
purchased the store in 1950 which they managed until 
the Post Office was closed in 1957. 

Mr. Giles, a telegrapher from England, farmed for 
a time in the district prior to becoming a store-keeper. 
He installed his own key in the Post Office and 
operated a wireless until an agent was stationed at 
Pettapiece. During the heavy-weight matches he 
monitored the wireless and kept his interested friends 
informed as the fights progressed. 

Mr. Campbell, Mr. Husted, and Mr. McDonald 
were some of the station agents before the new station 
was built in 1927. Clair Basler, a native of Rapid City, 
was agent from then until the train service was cur
tailed and the station closed in the early thirties. 

Jas. Spearin was the first councillor for Ward 2 in 
the municipality for many years. 

Alexander McKinnon, an oatmeal miller, had been 
in charge of erecting the Backwell mill at Gautier 
Junction. The river was dammed and the flume ready 
but owing to financial difficulty of the backers the 

. project folded up. Later Mr. McKinnon moved to this 
district and was councillor for over thirty years. 

A lumber yard was operated by W. G. Shanks (son 
of William) until 1905. The building was then used by 
the Order of Foresters, which had organized about that 
time. Many districtsmen belonged to the order. Once a 
year they paraded in regalia to church service -
almost a mile away. Upon their return they had an 
oyster supper prepared in quantity for them by Mrs. F. 
W. Giles. The organization ceased activity in the early 
twenty's. 

The Foresters Hall, as it was continued to be 
called, was used for social functions for some years 
and it was used by the Young People for dances until 
the Foresters disposed of the property about 1940. 

Section men over the years included, Mike 
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Prokopow, Mr. Chalmers, Mr. O'Brian, Mr. Storozuk, 
and Mr. Woodland. 

For many years picnics were great family and 
community gatherings. Sometimes they included 
boating on Silver Lake. Sports of all kinds were en
joyed. A special attraction for the young people was 
the refreshment booth where ice cream was available. 
They were usually sponsored by Medina School and the 
Sunday School. 
The Petta piece Cemetery 

The Ephriam Graham family arrived from Ontario 
in mid-March 1882. With them came their invalid thir
teen year old daughter Laura. Her death in June of 
that year was the first in the community. Mr. Graham 
with his neighbor, William Shanks, walked over their 
adjacent land seeking a suitable location for the bury
ing ground. Being a wet spring, high ground on the 
south-east corner of Mr. Shanks homestead (24:13:21) 
was chosen. The grave was marked with a picket 
fence. 

In September 1904, a young Englishman, William 
Brewer, aged twenty-three years who had worked on 
the farm for Mr. Fred Short, became ill, wi'!s taken to 
Brandon Hospital where he died. The body was 
brought back on the train and arrived late in the after
noon. After a service at the station it was taken to the 
Pettapiece cemetery for burial. The burial rites were 
read by the Rev. Fotheringham and J. T. Shanks sang 
"Nearer My God to Thee". Shortly afterwards a stone 
was erected by the people of the community. Mr. John 
Shanks had a photograph of the grave sent to relatives 
at Burton-On-Trent, England. A beautiful letter was 
received in reply expressing deep gratitude and 
sincere appreciation for the sympathy and fine com
munity spirit of the Pettapiece people. 

Though this cemetery served the district and in ear
ly years other areas within a radius of many miles in
cluding Rivers, Rapid City, Cardale and Oak River, it 
was not until 1911 that a deed to the land was 
registered at the land titles at Neepawa. The first 
trustees were Samuel Grummet, Matthias Pettapiece 
and George Kelly. The early graves are duly recorded 
but there is no record of business prior to that time. 
However in the annual report of the church it is 
recorded that a fence was erected and trees planted 
around the cemetery in 1907. The receipt of that year 
were $33.00, expenses $20.00 balance on hand $13.00. 

The records tell of a new fence being erected and 
more spruce seedlings from Riding Mountain planted 
in 1916. Through the intervening years the grounds 
have been steadily improved. With financial 
assistance in later years from the Municipalities of 
Blanshard and Saskatchewan and volunteer help, the 
cemetery is well maintained. 

An annual meeting and work-bee are held each year 
in the summer. The trustees are elected for a three 
year term, one retiring each year. 

When the Petta piece church was closed and 
removed it was decided by the members of the church 
board to erect pillars for the cemetery gates as a 
memorial to the founders and workers of the church. A 
committee representing the church, the cemetery and 
the Pettapiece Women's Club, arranged to have the 
pillars built and a suitable plaque inscribed. The 



cemetery contributed the new gates. Many friends 
contributed to the pillars. 

The memorial gates were dedicated Centennial 
year 1967. Dr. H. J. Harland officiated assisted by 
former ministers the Rev. W. R. Donogh and Dr. 
Wesley Harland as guest speakers. Several members 
of pioneer families took part in the service. 

The inscription on the plaque "Ye are the salt of the 
earth" is a fitting epitaph to all pioneers buried within 
the gates. 

Credit for much of the information and data and all 
of the descriptive passages in the history of Petta piece 
Community and Shanks family history is 
acknowledged to Miss Laura E. Shanks, daughter of 
John Shanks, as recorded in her family history "One 
Hundred and Now" 1935. 

Credit is also due to Mrs. L. Cunningham, school 
teacher at Little Saskatchewan in about 1914, who in 
1944 with the encouragement of the Rev. W. R. 
Donogh, recorded a community history dedicated to 
Mr. and Mrs. Thos. Shanks. 

Other sources of information include History of 
Blanchard Municipality 1959, and the Pettapiece 
church records dating back to 1891. 

M. Myrtle Shanks 

GAUTIER JUNCTION - submitted by Evelyn Fin
lay and Anne English 

Gautier Junction was situated 2V2 miles west of 
Rapid City on the C.P.R. line where the train coming 
from the northwest branched into Rapid City. Before a 
spur was put in during 1899 connecting Rapid City to 
the Miniota line, a livery was used to take passengers 
out to meet the train. Watty Forsyth organized this 
from his livery barn. 

There were 8 miles of track to maintain, using a 
handcar, which was heavy work. The Mundell family 
took over the Junction duties in 1920 and the Barrett 
family in 1923. Life at the Junction was good with 
skating and hockey on the nearby Little Saskatchewan 
River. The children rode the train to attend school in 
Rapid City. In the winter Sample's dray, driven by the 
late Thomas Parker, met the train. The cost of the 
train ride was 10¢ one way - when the conductor 
decided to collect. The coaches were wooden. It was a 

Gauthier Junction. 
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mixed train from Miniota and from Gautier Junction 
to Brandon one passenger coach and one baggage car. 
The train backed into Rapid City in the morning and 
backed out at night to the Y at Gautier. The train took 
on water at the Junction, pumped by windmill from 
the river. One of the engines, No. 144 made a display 
trip to Revelstoke in 1975 and is now in the :.wontreal 
Museum in perfect running order. 

The trainmen were dressed in navy blue uniforms 
and two regulars were Bert Coultry and Bm Dart, 
Miniota, Baggage man and Alex :.wcNeiL They lit the 
lamp on the train by turning the tap with a stick and 
lighting them with a torch on the same stick. 

The late Thomas Parker wrote the following poem 
in regard to the children who rode this train to schooL 

There are a bunch of boys and girls 
Who come to school by train, 
To do their lessons, each their lunch 
And then go home again, 
They are a very noisy group, just like 
A lot of parrots, 
Mundell's, Scotts' and Haggartys' 
And the rest of them are Barretts. 
The trainmen all are looking old 
And kind of short of breath. 
And when they're asked the reason why 
They sadly said "We're simply 
Talked to death". 

McBRIDE SCHOOL DISTRICT No. 558 - compiled 
by Margaret Northam 

McBride School District was formed in 1889. The 
following was taken from the minutes of the first 
meeting held on March 5th, 1889. 

"The meeting was held at the home of John 
McBride and his sister, Mary for the purpose of elec
ting trustees and auditors. Present at the meeting 
were: J. T. Harris, Thomas Tuttle, Ken Murry, Peter 
Campbell, John Webster and Gregor McGregor." 

A ratepayers meeting was called for March 20th for 
the purpose of considering the expediency of raising 
money, by the way of a loan, to erect a school house. 
The school was to be built on two acres of land donated 
by John McBride and to be named McBride School. 

The first trustees named were: Peter Campbell, 
Gregor McGregor and John Webster. Auditors were to 
be John Nicol and J. T. Harris. Ken Murry was elected 
Chairman and Peter Campbell, Secretary-Treasurer. 
In the first Cash Account report in 1889, Mr. McGregor 
handed over the sum of ten dollars and forty-five cents 
- the balance allotted to McBride of money left in his 
hands, belonging to "Martin Heights School District". 
This school could have been situated on the farm of 
Robert and Margaret Greig. 

The following was copied from the first minute 
book. "Minutes of the public meeting of ratepayers of 
McBride School District, in the Municipality of 
Saskatchewan, in the County of Minnedosa, was held 
this 20th day of March, in the year 1899 in pursuance of 
a Matrix Zone, as required by The Manitoba School 
Act. And called for the purpose of considering and ad
vising the trustees of said school district on raising, or 
borrowing, money for the purpose of erecting a school 
house." 



McBride Group, back row left to right, Francis Field, Alice Tuttle (Mrs. Bob Rutherford), Bob Rutherford, 
Francis Tuttle (Mrs. Neil MacDougall), Maggie Horner (Mrs. Oliver Murray), Centre row, Charlie Cooper, Flora 
McLean, Harry Tuttle, Annie Tuttle, Sydney Field; Front Row, Bob Tuttle, Ruth Tuttle (Mrs. Tom RutherfordL 
Harry Field. 

The sum of $500.00 was purposed by Peter Campbell 
and John Webster. In June, the first By-Law was in
troduced for the purpose of issuing debentures for the 
sum of $500.00 on the credit of the school district No. 
558, interest rate at 6%. By order in Council number 
2875E, dated June 12, 1889, A.D., the Lieutenant Gover
nor in Council did sanction such a loan." 

The school was built by Neil Bain. According to ex
penditures, he was paid the sum of $488.00. 

On July 17th, 1889, a meeting was held at the school 
to hire a teacher. The application of John Millar was 
accepted with a salary of $35.00 per month. The first 
money was paid to the teacher for July 18th to August 
10th, 1889. This must have been the first day of school 
at McBride. An item of interest from 1889 minutes 
regarding teachers: "Teacher allowed one week holi
day at mid summer. Any more holidays required, 
teacher must get consent of trustees and take said 
holidays at their own expense." Teachers' salaries 
started at $350.00 in 1889, raised to $1,050.00 in 1923, 
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droping again to $450.00 in 1933. In 1961 they had 
reached the sum of $3,200.00. . 

In 1890, Ed Crane painted the school and it was 
enlarged in 1905. Paper black-boards were used until 
1908 when they were replaced with plaster ones. In 
1910 the first slate boards were installed. A new stable 
was built in 1906. Fireguards, were ploughed during 
early years on account of prairie fires. Outside toilets 
were used and in later years oil heaters were added to 
them. Before 1917 a wood-burning box stove was used 
to heat the school. Later, two Quebec coal burning 
stoves were used, followed by a C.P.R. coal heater. In 
the 1940's the windows were all placed in the east side 
of the building. The school was always kept in good 
repair. 

Names of families mentioned in the first minute 
books and listed as they appear are: Thomas Tuttle, 
John Northam, Charles Northam, Thomas Cooper, 
Donald Thompson, J. W. Cline, Charles Cooper, Henry 
Horner, H. Hindson, J. Dale, M. Dreber, John 



McDonald, William Quesnel, T. C. Bramley, C. Basler, 
J. W. Tucker, R. Greig, Harry Bayes, Frank Northam, 
L. Lindenberg, G. E. Heslop, J. Belcher, J. Graham, 
A. McGregor, H. Tuttle. 

Members of the above family names who carried on 
in the school board in later years are: James Cooper, 
Albert Tuttle, Winfred Horner, Lauchie Thompson, 
Wm. Thompason, Tom and Harry Northam, Levi 
Bayes, Cecil Bayes and Mrs. Elsie Bramley. Third 
generation school board members were: Wilbert 
Horner, John W. Northam and William Cooper. 

Thomas Tuttle served on the school board as 
trustee, chairman and Secretary-Treasurer from 1893 
to 1917. His son Albert served as Secretary-Treasurer 
from 1926 to the closing of the school in 1964. Linda 
Northam (Mrs. Ken Black), started school at McBride 
in 1957 and represented the last of the fourth genera
tion families that attended McBride school. 

Some of the caretakers over the years were: J. 
McBride, J. W. Tucker, Edwin Heslop, Wm. Northam 
and Wally Tuttle. Older boys lit the fires spring and 
fall when the caretakers were busy on the land. They 
were paid ten cents per day until some time in the 
1940's. 

In the early days the school was the centre of the 
social life of the district. The Christmas Tree 
Programs were the highlight of the school years. The 
adults always provided part of the entertainment. 
Dances and whist drives were held once a month dur-

ing the dirty thirties and were always well attended. 
Good dance music was provided by Mrs. Beth 
Northam, Mrs. Minnie Hales, Jesse Belcher and 
Robert Greig. In later years, Mrs. Bill Hazelwood, 
Jim Soldan, Kaz Rudneski, the Carver family and Wal
ly Tuttle shared their musical talents. Bill Northam 
acted as floor manager for the dances. During the 
summer, ball games and picnics were also enjoyed. 

An Anglican Mission was started at McBride in the 
1890's. Services were held in the school house until 
1956. At this time the Anglican families that were still 
in the district decided to join the St. Thomas congrega
tion in Rapid City. 

Half a row of sections were taken off the north side 
of the district about 1916 when Basswood Consolidated 
District was formed. In the late 1950's several sections 
consolidated with Centreview and Basswood. McBride 
operated as a closed school for a short time with pupils 
going to Rapid City and Basswood schools. When the 
larger school districts were formed in 1964, the school 
was officially closed. Kindergarten to grade eight at
tend Rapid City School while grades nine to twelve at
tend Elton Collegiate. McBride students are picked up 
by bus, driven by John Northam, and delivered to the 
two schools. 

Families now attending school from McBride and 
Centreview come from the homes of: Reg Bramley, 
Donald Northam, Rixon McKinnon, Donald Taylor, 

McBride Sunday School 1921, Left to right, Mr. L. Lindenberg, Mr. Edwin Shields, Mrs. Robert Greig, Mrs, M. 
Jameson, Mrs. Henry McTavish, Mr. Henry McTavish, Mrs. G. E. Heslop, Leslie Jameson, Mrs. L. Lindenberg. 
Middle Row, Donald McTavish, Margaret Bramley, Myrtle McTavish, Cyril Bramley, Stanley Greig, Arwid 
Lindenberg, Robert Greig. Front row, Eva McTavish, Lloyd McTavish, Margaret Greig, Beatrice Greig, Bruno 
Lindenberg. 

166 



Louis Saler, Cecil Bayes, Ken Bayes, Gordon Bayes, 
Del Underhill, John Fearnley and Keith Finlay. 

It is eighty-eight years since the main part of the 
school was built and it is the oldest school house, still 
on its original site, in the area. As it is a memorial to 
the early pioneers who had the foresight and desire to 
have it built, the Rapid City Museum Committee hope 
to have it moved onto the museum grounds and 
restored for future generations to visit. This building 
served as school, community centre and church to 

McBrides School. 

several generations and we feel it should be a monu
ment to those early McBride pioneers and to the pres
ent generation who still remembers its place in 
history. 

Teachers names taken from the minute books from 
1889 to 1917 are: 
J. Millar 
A. E. Millan 
Agnes McGregor 
Joe Knight 
Mr. W. Lockart 
Miss York 
Mr. McCullan 
Miss Donkin 
Miss Wilson 
Miss Hume 

Miss Scott 
Miss Westwood 
Miss Atcheson 
Miss Cameron 
Miss Ogden 
Miss McDowell 
Miss Harrison 
Miss Howarth 
Miss Smith 
Miss Clackson 

Teachers names appearing from 1917 to closure in 
1964: 
Miss Hales 
Miss E. Riddell 
Muriel Reekie 
Mae Nesbitt 
Grace Frame 
Florence Grant 
Mrs. E. Pearks 
Alice Gray 
Elsie Fox 
Leilla Cornwall 
Muriel Fuller 
Rose Wright 
Mary Stratford 
Bernice Dawson 
Eleanor Wareham 
Janet Stuart 

Edith Thompson 
Anne Inglis 
Gwen Gray 
Dawn Radcliffe 
Winona Horner 
Edith Hickson 
Edith Lee 
Miss Rutledge 
Mrs. A. Juce 
Clara McDonald 
Mrs. E. Buchanan 
Mrs. G. E. Fraser 
Mrs. J. Templeton 
Mrs. J. Wareham 
Mrs. Wm. Trott 
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OAKLEIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT No. 914 - submitted 
by Sophia Smith 

In 1879 the J. W. Smith family and the A. A. Lochart 
family came to the district from England. Early set
tlers were the Dunoons, Jeffries, Fox's, Nobles, 
Goodens, Johnsons and George Smith. 

The first school was held in a house one mile west 
of the present school, owned by George Smith, grand-

Oakleigh School. 

father of Mrs. John Blake, Rapid City, in 1898. The 
first salary was $30.00 a month and board was $5.00 a 
month. From 1898-1903 the four teachers were Daisy 
Tran, Robert Barrett and Emma Flaws. The new 
school was built in 1902 with Carrie Short as first 
teacher at $460.00 a year and the last teacher Mrs. 
Wm. Nevin at $2,700 a year. Grades 1-8 were taught. 
Alex Smith, father of Mrs. John Blake, was trustee 
from 1898 until he passed away in 1941. Due to cold 
weather and sickness the school was often closed. 

One teacher, Miss Muriel Ireland (Mrs. Kerby) is 
now 84 years old and taught 1909-11. She brings to our 
memory of her boarding with Mrs. AU Smith and Mrs. 
Noble; of Millie James playing the organ for church; 
taking 1st prize for best lady driver at Rapid City 
Fair; a late August hail storm that wiped out the crops 
and riding a pinto pony bareback. In those days the 
children knew every flower and the name of every bird 
and animal. 

In 1912 from August to December only four pupils 
attended; Winnie Hales, Eva Hales, Nellie Smith and 
Gerlie Noble. Other prominent names in the district G. 
L. Davies, James Brothers, W. A. Phillips, E. C. 
Hales, W. McFarlin, Lunds, George Stephenson, H. 
Stady, Wm. Wright, J. Todd. 

Anglican and Baptist Church and Mennonite Ser
vices were held in the school. In 1949 Mr. and Mrs. 
John Wilms were married there. 

The school house was alive with activity as it was 
the centre for meetings, picnics and sports. The united 
Farmers of Manitoba was active in the 1920's followed 
by the Farmers Union and M.F.A.C. 

In 1938 a Calf Club was formed, sponsored by the 
James Brothers and started by W. A. McFarlin and J. 
Ironside. Calves were bought from the Richardson 
Stock Farms of Winnipeg and the James Brothers 



were paid $20.00 for each calf when they were sold. 
Later it turned into the Oakleigh Calf and Colt show 
until 1952. 

The teacherage was built in 1949. The highlights of 
each year were the Christmas and March concerts, pie 
and box socials. At the concerts the harmonizing 
voices of the Finlay Brothers; Gordon, Hugh, Ross and 
Roy, from Rapid City. Dances were held to the wee 
hours of the morning to the music of Bill Stady, Mr. 
Taylor and Russell, Jess Belcher, Foster Bailey with 
assistance from many others. 

In later years names of Martens, Kroegers, Iron
sides, W. E. Smith family, J. Dicks, Brownridges, 
Hyndman will be remembered as many still remain in 
the district. The school was open until 1963 but 
remained as a community centre for many years. 
These little country schools with their wood stoves, 
drafty walls and out door plumbing kept the district 
alive and we close their doors with regrets and fond 
memories. 

Oakleigh Teachers 
1898-1900 Daisy Tran 
1901 Robert Barrett 
1902 Emma Flaws 
1903·1904 Carrie Short 
1905 Imogen Smith 
1906 G. E. Burland 
1907·1908 Mary Mackie 
1909-1911 Muried Ireland 
1911 Jane Latimer 
1911 L. M. Oatway 
1912 Margaret Sample 
1913 Ethel" Cook 
1914 Mary Delmage 
1915 Annie Dashney 
1916 Tannis Naisbitt 
1917 Thelma McDougall 
1918 Vera Carrick 
1919-1920 Myrtle Burt 
1921-1922 Mary Webster 
1923·1924 Phyllis Frank 
1925-1926 Isabel McCrindle 
1927-1928 Ethel McLeod 
1929·1934 Sophia Beattie 
1935 Doris Kirk 
1938-1939 Janet Stuart 
1940 Julia Johnson 
1941 Eleanor Bray 
1942 Gwen Simms 
1943 E. Hennan 
1944 M. E. Pollock 
1945-1946 Gwen Simms 
1947 Harry Ladabruk 
1948 Gordon Gibbons 
1949-1950 Alex Smith 
1951 Pauline Johnson 
1952·1954 D! V. Dobbin 
1954-1955 Mrs. D. Carnochen 
1956-1959 Mrs. Grace Simpson 
1960-1961 Mrs. W. Ross 
1962-1963 Mrs. Wm. Nevin 
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WEIR SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Link With The Past Has Gone, Rapid City Reporter, 
1956 

The dissolution of Weir S.D. No. 448 in 1955 saw the 
close of one of the oldest rural schools - and old land· 
mark on the correction line eight miles north and 
six miles west of Rapid City (was dismantled in prepa
ration of the construction of P.F.R.A. dam at Rivers). 

School was first held in John Weir's log house on his 
farm, N.W. quarter of section 33-14-20, in 1884. Hence 
the name of Weir schooL 

The next year, 1885, the school district was formed 
and a school built. The first teacher's report was 
received by the Department of Education for the fall 
term of 1886. It showed the school operated 94 days 
during that period, with an enrollment of 18 boys and 
girls. 

The department of Education has no record of the 
first pupils so as near as we can come to the original 
list is: Late and Bert St. John, Jim and Frank St. John, 
Frank, Vina and Charlie Prout, Jack, Maggie, Bill and 
Annie Campbell, Percy and Del Stephenson, Emma, 
Annie and Jack Fox; Jack Luker and Peter Dick. 

The oldest available register, 1907, shows the school 
board to be Messrs., Wm. Trott, Frank Prout, Sr. and 
A. B. St. John, with the last named as secretary
treasurer. 

Teachers who have taught at Weir, since Dugald 
Stephenson, the first teacher, who moved with his 
pupils from the log house to the new school are: 
Blanche st. John, Jim Ellis, Joe Knight, Miss Tully, 
Miss Ireton, Lollie Preston, Lottie Whyte, Miss Fair· 
burn, Ethel Whyte, Annie McTavish, Jas Robertson, 
Nellie Armit, D. Robinson, Melrose Sissons, Maud 
Walkey, Dora McAllister, Elsie Payne, Emma Black, 
Vera Saunders, Mabel Trott, Eva Mitchell, Douglas 
McMeekin, Agnes Dudley, Lillian Hales, A. M. Hearn, 
Miss Leader, Mary Aitchison, Lois McNaught, Jean 
Blackburn, Bessie Comrie, Miss Young, Zoa McIntosh, 
Jessie Dugdale, Ida Brown, Joyce Cutforth, May 
Mawer, Jean Anderson, Mary Haslen, Margarette 
McNabb, Helen Lawn, Mildred Hackland, Isabelle 
Anderson, A. J. Critchley, Mary Stalker, Wilenna 
Lockhead, Eileen Pratt, Mrs. L. W. Trott, Pearl 
Cowan, Ruth Gill, Ethel Bridgeman, Donna McNabb, 
Jean Soltys, Eireene Ehlin and Ann Enns. 

Of these teachers several stayed only a few months, 
while Mrs. L. W. Trott, Mrs. Wellington St. John and 
Mrs. Jas Wareham are still residing in the district. 
Near by are Mrs. T. A. Waddell, Newdale; Mrs. J. T. 
McTavish and Mrs. Harvey English, Cardale; Mrs. 
Roy McDonald, Cadurcis; Mrs. R. J. English, Moline 
and Mrs. T. Y'fcBurney, Onanole. 

An interesting incident of the early days was the 
plowing of a furrow from Frank Prout's farm to the 
school as a guide for his children and the teacher, Joe 
Knight. 

In 1908 there were only three pupils to attend, con
sequently school was closed and the three Trott 
children went to Winterton schooL 

In the existing registers, some surnames appeared 
only once and others many times. For instance St. 
John was listed twenty times, Trott eighteen and 
Wareham fourteen. In the case of Joe Trott's family 



four generations attended, namely: Mrs. Trott (Vina 
Prout), Mrs. Wm. Hazelwood, Douglas Hazelwood and 
two of his children. In the families of George St. John 
and Frank and Jim st. John are three generations. 
Noteworthy is Jim St. John's where he, his son 
Wellington and his grandaughter Audrey received all 
their elementary schooling at Weir. 

Over a period of sixty-seven years many served on 
the school board. Jas. Wareham's twenty years or 
more as secretary-treasurer was noted. 

In 1952 the school board found that they were unable 
to carryon due to lack of pupils and difficulty in ob
taining qualified teachers, so the school was closed 
and the children sent to Moline, Basswood, Newdale 
and Cardale schools. 

By 1955 conditions were unchanged so the district 
was dissolved and the property disposed of and the un
usable class room equipment given to other schools. 
Alf Wareham purchased the school house and Wm. St. 
John the barn. 

WALLACE SCHOOL HISTORY - submitted by Eva 
Howard 

The first school was held in a frame structure, built 
in 1885 on the S.W. corner of Sec. 4-13-19, four miles 
south of Rapid City in the Saskatchewan Municipality, 

Wallace School 1946, Left to right, Back row; Frank 
Garbutt, Grace McCallum, Archie Esplin, Lorna 
Anderson, Robert Reynolds. Second row; Ernest Cor
nish, Keith Howard, Winnie Cornish, Dorne Cornish. 
Front row; Jean Cornish, Jerry Stanick, Shirley Cor
nish, Marie Wright. 
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the deed being obtained in 1896. Anglican Church ser
vices for the Wallace and St. George's district and 
social events were held in this building. In 1900 it was 
decided to build a church that would serve both dis
tricts. St. Georges' Anglican Church was built in 1901 
on the N.W. corner of 21-12-19 in the Elton Municipali
ty. This brick structure still stands today. In 1911 the 
frame structure was moved across from the new 
church and was known as St. Georges' Community 
Hall. This building was destroyed by fire in 1976. In 
1911 a brick school was built where the frame building 
had stood, by Mr. Frank Hart at the cost of $1875.75. 
The new Wallace School was numbered 405. It con
sisted of one large class room, a library and full base
ment. Heat was provided by a wood and coal heater. 
Grades one to eight were taught by one teacher. 

A barn was built to shelter the horses for the 
children who drove or rode horseback. Many walked as 
far as three miles summer and winter. The annual 
Christmas Concert was the big event of the year. 
Music for the dance was supplied by local talent. The 
annual June field day and picnic was another highlight. 

In 1922 a McLary Pipeless furnace was installed by 
Butchard & Haslen costing $248.00. The big floor 
register was appreciated after a long cold walk. In 
1950 a stoker was attached and later an oil furnace was 
installed. In 1953 a septic tank was put in for indoor 
toilets. In 1963 in accordance with the Public School 
Act, a special ratepayers meeting was held, with 
Inspector Outhwaite present to explain Consolidation 
with Rapid City. A resolution was drawn up as follows; 

"That the resident electors of Wallace School No. 
405 desire that the school district be dissolved and that 

Members of Wallace U.C.W.; left to right; Back 
row, Rena Cornish, Alice Kille, Elma Garbutt, Edna 
Esplin, Winnie Cornish, Eva Howard. Front row, 
Florence Marriott, Peggy McCallum, Beth Anderson, 
Chris Stanick. Missing, Mary Turton, Sandra Garbutt. 



a petition be drawn up indicating the disposition of the 
lands of the district (i.e) those lands that are to 
become a part of the Consolidated School District of 
Rapid City, and those lands that are to be transferred 
to the Municipal School District of Elton." This dis
position to be obtained by the Board of Trustees of the 
District and duly signed and forwarded to the 
Municipalities concerned. 

A trustee's meeting was called to draw up a map of 
the Wallace School lands and landowners to decide 
which school district they wished to be in. Tenders 
were applied for the transportation of the remaining 
six Wallace students to Rapid City Consolidated School 
No. 2392 for 1963-64. In 1963 the school closed its door, 
as did many of the rural "Little Red School Houses" in 
the interest of progress. The old school was torn down 
in 1965 and an exact replica built on the same site and 
of the same bricks by Howard Bettle of Brandon, son
in-law of Mr. and Mrs. Victor Cornish and finished by 
Robert Cornish. The land was donated by Mr. and Mrs. 
Joe Chapman. The Cairn was finished in 1969 with a 
black roof and white trim. A plaque was placed where 
the front door would be and read as follows; 

Site of Wallace School No. 405. A tribute to the 
pioneers who made this school of learning possible. 
"Lest - We - Forget". 

Wallace School. 

On Sunday, July 12th, 1970, Rev. Dorne Cornish, a 
former pupil, came from Cape Mudge, British Colum
bia to perform the dedication ceremony of the Cairn. 
Mrs. Joe Reeves, the former Iris Swanson, who taught 
here for eight years, was presented with the school 
flag. As the Cairn was unveiled the following poem 
was read; 
Progress like an ever rolling stone 
Creates changes we have never known 
One room schools are a thing of the past 
What's in the future? we cannot forecast. 
Let us remember that outstanding men 
Began there, to be masters of paper and pen, 
Or other careers; and to some came fame 
Having learned well the rule of Lifes' game. 
For all Wallace pupils I know it is true 
Are grateful for knowledge and those of view 
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Which have served us well in a practical way 
And brought us together for this happy day. 

Following the ceremony a re-union picnic was held 
at the farm home of Arnold Cundy. Over four hundred 
former students, teachers and residents came home to 
sign the guest book and express their delight and ap
preciation of the fitting tribute to the pioneers. Games 
were enjoyed and supper served in a large tent. Music 
supplied by local talent and visiting of old friends was 
a fitting farewell to a wonderful day and the era of 
Wallace School days. 

Teachers 1912-1963: 
1912-1913, Miss L. M. Nevin; 1914-1916, Miss Lois 

McNaught; 1917, Miss Mary Johnston; 1918, Hugh 
Blaine; 1922, Miss M. R. Pollock; 1924, Miss Eva M. 

Wallace School Pupils, 1919. Left to right from tOPi 
Mr. Cundy, Rev. Johnson, Mr. Blaine teacher, Vera 
Doherty, Marjorie Long, Alma Allen, Florence Doher
ty, Elsie Hamnett, Olive Cundy, Edna Forman, May 
Chapman, May Taylor, Gladys Stady, Helen Chap
man, Alice Hamnett, Maggie Lawson, Lona Farmer, 
... , Edith Sturman, Phyllis Long, Eileen Plaice, 
Florrie Farmer, Phyllis Farmer, Aleta Taylor, Ad
dison Garbutt, Reg Farmer, Norman Forman, CecH 
Doherty, Victor Cornish, Jack Farmer, R':lbert Cor
nish, Maurice Varcoe, Duncan Lawson. Rosie Day 
standi ng at left side. 

Pierson; 1924-1925, Miss A. Vera Mackie; 1926-1927, 
Miss Mae Nichol; 1928-1936, Miss Iris Swanson; 1937, 
Miss A. H. Smith; 1938-1940, Miss Margaret (Peggy) 
Anderson; 1941, Miss Islay Bell; 1942, Miss M. A. 
Graham; 1943, Miss Doris Abel; 1944, Miss Inez 
Helganson; 1945, Miss Beatrice Coutts; 1946, Miss 
Doreen Orser; 1947, Miss Betty Davidson; 1949, Miss 
Jeanne Ames*; 1950, Miss Laura Giles; 1951, Miss 
Evelyn Whelpton*; 1952, Miss 1. A. Hollier*; 1953, 
Miss Elaine Beamish*; 1954, Miss M. J. Bickford; 
1955, Miss Helen Couch; 1960-1963, Mrs. Bernice Jack
son. 
* Permit teachers. 



Cairn, replica of Wallace School. 

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF SASKATCHEWAN -
compiled by Thelma Terry 

In 1883 the County of Minnedosa through an Act of 
Legislation was dissolved and the municipalities of 
Saskatchewan, Odanah, Clanwilliam, Harrison, 
Strathclair and Blanshard were formed. Mr. G. 
McGregor was the first Reeve of the Municipality of 
Saskatchewan and Mr. James Rogerson the first clerk. 

Due to a fire the early records of the municipality 
were lost. Minutes of the first meeting following the 
fire were October 30th, 1909, which was held in the 
LO.O.F. hall. 

The present hallway of the LO.O.F. lodge room was 
rented for the municipal office and the lodge room was 
used for meetings. Rent for office space was $15.00 a 
month. In August I~JO a safe was purchased for $325.00 
and put in the hallway. Meetings were held the first 
Saturday of the month with July and November 
meetings being held in the hall at Basswood. This prac
tice continued until 1956 when the meeting date was 
changed to the first Tuesday of each month and all 
meetings held in Rapid City. In 1913 the secretary was 
instructed to have a phone installed in his home and 
the municipality paid for the same. In 1922 rent for the 
space in the lodge room was $100.00 per year, fire and 
phone to be included. Council continued to rent space 
in the lodge room until 1938 when they purchased the 
brick building beside the lumber yard from A. H. 
Albertson for $300.00. 

Early road building was a real problem. In 1910 
thirty-six slush scrapers were purchased at $7.50 each. 
They were delivered twelve at Rapid City and six each 
at Newdale, Basswood, Pettapiece and Moline. 
Patrolling the roads was done by horse drawn equip
ment before the use of tractors. By 1960 the 
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Councilors Rural Municipality of Saskatchewan 
opening of new office 1971; left to right, Back row Fred 
St. John-Ward 6, James Ironside-Ward 2, Arthur 
Bayes-Ward 4, George McLean-Ward L Front row 
Edward Menzies- Reeve, Thel ma Terry-Secretary 
Treasurer, Levi Bayes-Ward 3, Albert Moad-Ward 5. 

municipality had purchased road building equipment 
and had a metal building constructed to house the 
machinery and since then have done all their road 
building. 

Mr. Ed. Soldan was the municipal assessor in 1913. 
He was followed by Gregor McGregor, H. H. Granger, 
R. J. Underhill and J. B. Bolton. In 1922 Harry Fulcher 
was appointed assessor and held that office until 1947 . 
Mr. George Ross was appointed as assessor from 1948 
to 1951. 

Mr. Sam Fuller was appointed Weed inspector in 
1929 and held that office, three months each year, until 
1939. Secretary, Arthur Dennis took over the position 
1940 until 1956, he was followed Alfred Black 1957 to 
1972, John Fraser 1973 to 1976. Irvine Christie was ap
pointed weed inspector in 1977 and still serves in that 
capacity. 

Statistics of Canada show that the population of the 
municipality in 1891 was 720. There was a steady in
crease until 1921 when the population was 1613. From 
then the population has declined and in 1976 was only 
867. The number of farms were the highest in 1936 with 
a total of 355. In 1976 there were 224 farms with the 
average of 602 acres per farm. Total farm acres in 1921 
were 124,980 and by 1976 had increased to 134,966 acres. 
The 1930's brought many hardships to the residence of 
the municipality. Much of the land was owned by the 
municipality or Trust Companies. Many families re
quired assistance which amounted to $2.50 for food per 
family a week with milk, flour and medical expenses 
extra. Road work was done in the summer to pay for 
assistance received during the winter, by many of 
these families. In 1933 the secretary was rehired at a 
10% reduction in salary. Other high lights of that era 
were the forming of the municipal doctor area in 1931 
with Dr. I. K. GHhuly as the first doctor. He was later 
followed by Dr. H. H. Bruser. 

In 1936 eight sections of land were transferred from 
the town of Rapid City to the municipality. These were 



sections: fifteen, sixteen, seventeen, eighteen, nine
teen, part of twenty-one, twenty-eight, twenty-nine 
and part of thirty, all in township thirteen, range nine
teen. 

The municipality, jointly with the Town of Rapid 
City, hosted the district meeting of Union of Manitoba 
Municipalities in 1947. The municipality again hosted 
the district meeting in 1968 with 140 in attendance. 

The McKeller bridge was reported to be unsafe in 
1924. Repairs were made to it but in 1960 the old land 
mark was dismantled in prepartion of the construction 
of P.F.R.A. dam at Rivers. 

A new municipal office was constructed in 1970. 
This spacious modern building, complete with all new 
furnishing was official open November 5th. The guest 
book was signed by 250 interested citizens. Rapid City 
mayor Pat Carr did the honors at the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony, assisted by Reeve Edward Menzies, and 
Arthur Dennis, former secretary-treasurer. 

The Reeves and Councillors have been very 
dedicated men. They spent many long hours with little 
compensation as they administered the business and 
set policy of the municipality. Records from 1909 show 
the years of serves given by these men: 
Councillor: 

Ward 1: A. Palen, 1909-1910; J. Wilson, 1911-1918; 
W. Attridge, 1919-1930; J. Wilson, 1931-1945; R. Pierce, 
1946-1960; G. McLean, 1961 to present. 

Ward 2: A. McKinnon, 1909-1934; H. Spearin, 1935-
1951; J. Ironside, 1952-1977; W. J. D. Spearin, 1978. 
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Ward 3: John Northam, 1909-1925; J. Hamilton, 
1926-1937; W. A. Horner, 1938-1952; L. Thompson, 1952-
1959; A. Tuttle, 1960-1969; L. Bayes, 1970 to present. 

Ward 4: John Hunter, 1909-1916; R. Underhill, 1917-
1920; W. Trott, 1921-1926; R. Underhill, 1926-1940; F. 
St. John, 1941-1942; W. J. English, 1943-1960; A. Bayes 
1961 to present. 

Ward 5: R. Porter, 1909-1922; R. McNabb, 1923; A. 
Rose 1924-1931; M. Robertson, 1932-1939; F. Martin, 
1940-1943; W. E. Thompson, 1944-1951; W. Kingdon, 
1952-1955; F. Porter, 1956-1957; A. Moad, 1958-1973; S. 
Cardy, 1974 to present. 

Ward 6: T. J. Waddell, 1909-1917; A. Hood, 1918-
1927; W. Carrick, 1928-1929; W. E. Waddell, 1930-1939; 
J. H. Coutts, 1940-1942; J. Pargeter, 1942-April1943; J. 
Manley, 1943; A. Hood, 1944-1947; C. Lamb, 1948-1953; 
W. F. Roger, 1954-1955; E. D. Menzies, 1956-1959; Fred 
st. John, 1960-1975; C. Murray 1976 to present. 
Reeves 

G. McGregor, 1884-1886; P. Campbell, 1887-1890; G. 
McGregor, 1891-1898; E. Soldan, 1899-1906; A. B. St. 
John, 1907-1918; T. Wolstenholme, 1919-1922; R. Porter, 
1923-1951; H. Spearin, 1952, (one meeting); W. A. 
Horner, 1952-1957; Fred Porter) 1958-1959; E. D. Men
zies 1960 to present. 
Secretary-Treasurers 

George Grant was the first secretary-treasurer. He 
held that position until 1908. George Clackson, 1908-
1937; Arthur Dennis, 1937-1964; Thelma Terry, 1964 to 
present. 



Fanrily Histories 
JACK ADAMS F AMIL Y 

John Robert (Jack) Adams was born and raised in 
Kent, England. He came to Canada in 1911. He served 
in the Ambulance Corp in the 1st World War, going 
overseas with the 1st Contingent. He married Jane 
Durtnall, Kent, in 1919 and brought her as a war bride 
to Rapid City. There was a big cyclone the day they 
arrived. They worked on the farm of their brother-in
law and sister Mr. and Mrs. E. C. Hales, in the 
Oakleigh district for the first year. While there their 
daughter Hilda Mary, was born but passed away at the 
age of six months. In the fall of 1920 they purchased a 
quarter section from R. Blenkhorne and resided there 
for fifteen years. They sold the farm to Wm. Blake and 
moved into Rapid City in 1936. Jack served in the 
Veterans Guards in the 2nd World War and was 
caretaker in the Royal Bank until 1951 when they 
moved to Flin Flon. All that is left to mark the spot 
where they lived north of the river is one lone fir tree. 
They were caretakers at Northminster United Church 
FUn Flon. Jack passed away in 1957 and was buried at 
FUn Flon. Mrs. Adams took up residence in Brandon in 
1958. 

They raised a family of one son and two daughters; 
John Robert (Bob), Margaret and Charlotte. 

Bob attended Wallace School and had the same 
teacher, Iris Swanson, to the eight grade. He was in
terested in the printing business and worked for 
Cooper Stone at the Rapid City Reporter office. He 
served overseas with the Calgary Tank Regiment in 
the 2nd War. After his discharge he worked on the 
"Flin Flon Daily Miner" as a linotype operator. In 
1951 he married Edith Dawson, Prince Albert, Sask., 
and they reside at Moose Jaw, Sask. He has worked as 
linotype operator on the Moose Jaw Times for more 
than twenty years. They have two sons, Brian and 
Barry and one grandson, Christopher John. 

Margaret was educated in the Wallace and Rapid 
City schools. She was employed at the Rapid City 
creamery when John Shand was manager. She was the 
first female egg candler in Rapid City, a position she 
held for three years. She lived at Hamilton, Ontario, 
for awhile, being employed at the Otis Finson Elevator 
Co. Ltd. In 1946 she married Nyall Hyndman from 
Rapid City. 

Charlotte attended Rapid City and Flin Flon 
schools. In 1957 she married Douglas Brown and they 
reside in Brandon and have one son Robbie. Charlotte 
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taught school at Alexander and is at present on the 
staff of Green Acres School in Brandon. 

A. D. AITKEN F AMIL Y - by Margaret Northam 
Andrew and Mary Aitken were natives of Edin

burgh and Glasgow, Scotland. They moved to Rapid 
City from Rivers in 1937. Mr. Aitken took over the 
Blacksmith Shop after the death of John Reith. He was 
in partnership with Mr. Donald MacDonald, who later 
moved to British Columbia. Mr and Mrs. MacDonald 
lived in part of the old Ed McGregor house and their 
daughter, Margaret, taught a few of the local young 
people highland dancing. 

Mr. Aitken is remembered for his fine 
workmanship as a blacksmith and his quiet 
friendliness. He served on Town Council for several 
years. They were both staunch supporters of the 
United Church. Mrs. Aitken taught Sunday School, 
sang in the choir and was a member of the Women's 
Missionary Society and Ladies Aid. Mr. Aitken also 
served on the Church Board. They were home-loving 
people and we all enjoyed their Scottish ways and 
hospitality. When Harold Brown purchased the 
blacksmith shop in 1948, the Aitkens moved to Win
nipeg. They had a family of three - Jack, Jim and 
Margaret. 

Jack was taking his grade XII by correspondence 
when they moved to Rapid City. He had been taking 
violin lessons from Mr. Alex White at Rivers. In order 
to continue he used to ride to Rivers weekly on his 
bicycle. He started university, and when the war broke 
out, joined the Army, becoming a commissioned of
ficer. After the war, he obtained his degree in 
Agriculture and at present is with the Department of 
Agriculture. He is married and lives in Ottawa. 

Jim completed high school at Rapid City and 
worked in Anderson's Drug Store for a short time. He 
served overseas with the R.C.A.F. as a Pilot Officer. 
On his return he went to University and earned his 
degree in Engineering. At present he is Vice
President of National Steel Car Corporation in 
Hamilton. He is married and lives at Milton, Ontario. 

Margaret completed high school in Rapid City. She 
was active in all school and church activities. She went 
to Success Business College in Winnipeg and worked as 
a stenographer in the city for several years. In the 
summer of 1953, Margaret was engaged to be married 
in the fall. This was the year that Winnipeg and rural 
Manitoba were facing the terrible epidemic of polio. 



Margaret contacted the disease and died at the age of 
twenty-four. She was a'very dear friend and we shared 
many happy times together. 

Mr. and Mrs. Aitken continued to live in Winnipeg 
until the early 1960's when they moved to Ontario to be 
near their sons. Mrs. Aitken, who never quite 
recovered from Margaret's death, passed away in 1964 
and Mr. Aitken in 1966. I spent many hours at the 
Aitken home and remember them with affection. 

ALEXANDER HENRY ALBERTSON 
Alexander Henry Albertson was born in Oakville, 

Ontario, February 19, 1876, the son of David Ward Al
bertson and Liza McLean. Alice Jane Misner was born 
in Norfolk Country, Ontario, January 22, 1877, the 
daughter of Peter Misner and Elizabeth Sharp. 

Alex and Alice were married at Jarvis, Ontario, 
November 6, 1907. After three years residence in 
Oakfield, New York State, they went to Regina, Sask., 
where Henry Hamilton Albertson was born September 
6, 1912. While in Regina, Alex learned the trade of 
carpentry. In 1914, they came to Manitoba, residing at 
Moline and Newdale before moving to Rapid City in 
1934. At that time Alex was hauling the cream to the T. 
Eaton Creamery in Rapid City from the farmers in a 
large area. 

In 1935, Alex and Mr. Arthur Dennis began business 
as Albertson and Dennis, General Carpenters working 
together until Mr. Dennis became clerk of the 
Municipality of Saskatchewan. Alex and Hamilton con
tinued the business as "The Albertsons" with a 
workshop near the Manitoba Telephone building. Since 
there was a shortage of money for new buildings, their 
work in Rapid City consisted mainly of alterations and 
repairs. Most residents and business men availed 
themselves of their services. In the rural areas houses 
were built for Blake, Garbutt, Pargeter, Cornish and 
Hamilton, and barns for Stratford, Krahns and Latter, 
among others. At the time they reshingled the roof of 
the Rapid City School, they had Ed McGregor, Fred 
Stady, Norman Haslen and Leonard Birkinshaw work
ing for them. Later, Reg. Young was hired. 

While they were in Rapid City, Alice and Alex lived 
in the east portion of the George Butchart residence 
and until her death in July, 1939, Alice served as a 
housekeeper for Mrs. Butchart, who was a semi
invalid. She is buried in the George Butchart plot in the 
Rapid City cemetery. 

After Mrs. Albertson's death, Alex Albertson con
tinued with carpentry and cabinet making in Brandon 
and later in Toronto, Ontario. At the time of his retire
ment at 73, he was supervisor of design and lay-out 
cabinets for Sealy Systems Cardwheels. He retired to 
Trout Creek in Northern Ontario, where he died April 
24, 1953, and is buried there. 

Karen Harriet Mae Peterson was born in Wellwood, 
Man., May 30, 1919, daughter of Marguerite Evelyn 
Henderson and John Peter Peterson. She came to 
Rapid City in April, 1937 to work for Mrs. H. 
Arrowsmith at the Queen's Hotel, and married 
Hamilton Albertson in January, 1938. 

Henry (Hamilton) and Mae Albertson moved to the 
Thunder Bay district of Ontario in 1945, where Henry 
has been employed in the woods industry. At present 
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he is in the mechanical department of Domtar Packag
ing at Red Rock, Ontario, commuting the twenty 
miles to work from their farm woodlot in Dorion. He 
will retire September 30, 1977. 

Two of their eight children were born while they 
were in Rapid City. Alice Marguerite Tilson, who with 
her husband, Dick and five children, reside at Dorion. 
She works for the Dorion Inn. John Alexander Albert
son, who is Power and Recovery Superintendent at the 
B.C. Forest Products Pulpmill at Mackenzie, B.C. He 
and his wife, Jean, have four children. 

ADA ALLEN 
With six years of country-school experience near 

Neepawa and after being interviewed by all six 
trustees, including the chairman, Mr. M. A. Anderson, 
I was hired to teach Grades III, IV and V, beginning 
August 1939 at a salary of $600. a year. 

Mother and I occupied the small Tuttle house, 
across from the Anglican Church, and spent the six 
war years there. Our affiliation with the United 
Church and my membership in the Rebekah Order 
added meaning to our lives. My shaky attempts at 
curling added humour and carrying water from Mr. 
Lavender's well kept me physically fit. Best of all was 
my friendly association with more than one hundred 
students. 

With Mother's death in 1945 I moved to Winnipeg to 
reside with an only sister and to teach in East 
Kildonan, retiring in 1972 after having a total of forty 
years in the classroom. 

ANDREW HANSEN ANDERSEN FAMILY 
Andrew Hansen Andersen born in Marstal, Aero, 

Denmark, immigrated with his brother John to Iowa in 
1888 at the age of 16. They stayed with their uncle Mr. 
Kroman and attended school. They later went to 
Dillon, Montana and started a sheep and cattle 
ranching busines. Andrew made two trips back to Den
mark bringing back his four brothers, two sisters and 
Hansine Kristine Petersen who later became his wife. 
They were married January 1, 1911 and their first 
daughter Johanna was born in October of that year. 

In 1912 they came to Canada, travelling by train to 
New Brunswick. Upon arriving they decided they 
would prefer to go west. While travelling through On
tario, Andrew met Mr. Schaffer who suggested they 
take over the farm at Moline, Manitoba. When they 
visited this farm they decided to stay. 

The farm is located on section 8-14-20 with the town
site of Moline situated on the N.W. corner. Traces of 
the old trail to Rapid City can still be seen on the south 
side of a small lake on the farm. The farmstead is 
close to this lake. In the early years it provided many 
hours of entertainment. In 1923 the W. 1. built a bathing 
house and families travelled many miles to enjoy the 
swimming and picnics. 

For many years Andrew was the butcher for the 
beef ring a t Moline and also travelled many miles do
ing veterinarian work. 

Andrew died March 14, 1962 at the age of 90 and 
Mrs. Andersen died January 4, 1972 at the age of 85. 
Both are interred at West Lawn Cemetery, Brandon. 



They had a family of three daughters and four sons 
all of whom were born on the home farm except Johan
na who was born in Dillon, Montana. 

Johanna married Lachlan McInnes of Erickson. 
They have a daughter Gwen (Mrs. Gary Steiman) and 
two sons Leslie and Clare. 

Kathleen married Harold Westwood of Rapid City. 
They have two daughters, Florence and Phyllis (Mrs. 
Jon Nielsen). 

Olga married George Nichols of Sanford and they 
have a daughter Sheryl, (Mrs. Barry Feller). 

John left the farm in 1937 to work for his uncle John 
in Alder, Montana. He married Mary Thompson of 
Grand Junction, Colorado. They have a son Gary and 
two daughters, Susan and Karen who live in Salt Lake 
City, Utah. 

Hans married Martha Renauld of Brandon and 
resides at Moore Park. They have a son James and two 
daughters, Karen (Mrs. Harvey Veldhouse) and Mary 
Lou. Martha passed away in 1977. 

Andrew married Roya Campbell of Rapid City and 
reside on the home farm at Moline. They have a son, 
Leonard and a daughter, Kathryn. 

Albert married Elaine O'Neil of Wainwright, 
Alberta and reside in Brandon. They have a daughter, 
Sandra and a son Glen. 

THE ANDERSON F AMIL Y 
James Anderson, born in Ireland in 1852, im

migrated to Ontario with his family and at seventeen 
came West to Winnipeg. There he married Ann Won
nacott who had come to Winnipeg with her family. Ann 
was born in Ontario in 1865. The Andersons had seven 
children. One young daughter succumbed to scarlet 
fever. 

Son Ed. returned from serving overseas in the First 
World War and through the Soldier Settlement Board 
purchased the Wastle farm, west of Rapid City. (This 
was formerly known as the Bob Hales farm and is now 
occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Wright.) In 1919 Mr. 
and Mrs. Anderson, younger son Fred and youngest 
daughter Irene moved from Winnipeg to Rapid City to 
be near their bachelor son. Fred helped on the farm 
and Irene attended school. 

Ed. married Annie Bayes and moved to Brandon 
shortly afterward. They raised a family of three girls 
and two boys. In 1959 Ed. passed away in Port Arthur 
Veterans Hospital. 

After her mother's death in 1922, Irene returned to 
Winnipeg to live with sisters Elsie and Muriel. She and 
husband Hartwell Egg, now retired, live in Kelowna, 
British Columbia. They have two daughters and seven 
grandchildren and two great-grandsons. 

Elsie, widow of Otto Thompson, also lives in Kelow
na, B.C. Elsie has a daughter, two sons and seven 
grandchildren. 

Mrs. Frank Dobson (Muriel) now widowed has 
lived in Detroit, Michigan, U.S.A. for many years. She 
has no family. 

Flora, the eldest of the family, married Herb 
Parliament. Their family history, entitled "The House 
of Parliament", is included in this book. 

Mr. James Anderson lived on the farm with Fred, 
then in Rapid City with his second daughter Mrs. 
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Stanley Searle (Pearl). He went to Brandon with the 
Searle family when they moved in 1930. Mr. Anderson 
was interested in his church and attended services 
regularly. He acted as superintendent in the Methodist 
Sunday School and after Union attended the United 
Sunday School. Mr. Anderson passed away in Brandon, 
November 25, 1937 at eighty-five years and is buried 
beside his wife in the Rapid City Cemetery. 

For many years Fred worked the farm vacated by 
Ed., then moved to the Tremaine District. Most of his 
life Freddie bore a heavy burden, having been badly 
crippled by polio at the age of two years. He passed 
away in Brandon Hospital in 1948 and is buried in 
Rapid City Cemetery. 

MR. AND MRS. JOHN ANDERSON 
John Anderson was born in Stirlingshire Scotland in 

1894. He served in the first World War for four years. 
In 1920 he came to Canada and worked on his brother's 
farm at Neepawa. In 1922 he came to the Rapid City 
district and worked Mrs. McGregor's farm north of 
town for ten years. In 1932 he bought a farm south of 
town, in the Wallace district. The same year he 
married Elizabeth Goodwin, who was born in 
Perthshire, Scotland in 1905, and came to Canada in 
1925. One daughter Lorna was born to them in 1933, she 
is now Mrs. Roy Greer of Moline. 

John and Elizabeth Anderson lived on their farm in 
the Wallace district for thirty five years, then retired 
to Rapid City in 1967 where they are now residing. 
John was an Elder in the United Church for 20 years 
and Elizabeth has been an active member of the 
United Church for the past 40 years. 

REUBEN ANDERSON FAMILY HISTORY 
Reuben Anderson was born in Kansas, U.S.A. on 

April 23, 1894. He came to Canada with his parents in 
1912 to a farm which they had purchased in the 
Roseneath district. He worked in several different 
places throughout Manitoba. In June 1918 he married 
Isabel Bone of Elphinstone and they had a family of 
five. Margaret, the oldest passed away in 1940, 
Edward passed away in 1976, Alice Noto and Eileen 
Doyle live in Brandon and Mildred passed away in 
1976. After Reuben and Isabel were married, they 
lived in the Scandinavia-Erickson area where Isabel 
passed away on May 8, 1952. Reuben moved to Rapid 
City in 1965 where he bought the Jess Belcher house. 
He lived there until he passed away on December 9, 
1968. Isabel and Reuben are laid to rest in the Danvers 
cemetery, north of Erickson. 

EDWARD ANDERSON HISTORY 
Edward was born on April 23, 1921, lhe only son of 

Reuben and Isabel Anderson. He spent most of his 
earlier life in the Scandinavia district, and attended 
school there. During the war, he joined the Royal 
Canadian Artillery and after he got his discharge he 
married Lily Irvine of Rapid City on April 11, 1946. 
They farmed at Scandinavia until 1953 when they 
moved to Rapid City. Lily was the youngest daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Irvine of the "Ralston 



Valley". She attended Tremaine School and later spent 
three years eight months in the Canadian Women's 
Army Corps. Edward and Lily had a family of seven. 
Four were born at Scandinavia, and the three youngest 
at Rapid City. They all attended school in Rapid City. 

Jimmy lives at Quesnel, British Columbia. He 
married June Dyck of Quesnel and they have one son. 
Rodney is at Langley Prairie, British Columbia, where 
he is assistant manager of the West Fraser Building 
Supply Store. He married Hazel Primeau of Quesnel, 
and they have two daughters. Keith also lives at 
Quesnel, and married Sharron MacTaggart of Quesnel. 
They have two sons. Both Keith and Jimmie work at 
the West Fraser mill at Quesnel. Jean lives in Rapid 
City and is written up under the Jimmy Walker family. 
Ian was at Quesnel for two years. He was home on 
holidays and was killed in a motorcycle accident on 
August 14, 1972, at the age of 18 years, five months. He 
is laid to rest in the Rapid City cemetery. June 
attended school at Rapid City and Elton Collegiate, at 
Forrest. She received the Rolling River medal for the 
highest standing in grade 12 general course. She 
married Terry Hardy of Brandon. They have one 
'daughter, and live in Brandon. Wallace works in Bran
don and lives at home. Edward passed away in 1976 
·and is laid to rest in the Rapid City cemetery. Lily is 
working at Federal Pioneer Electric in Brandon. 

THE SYDNEY ANDREW FAMILY contributed by 
Irene Kuntz 

In 1902, my Andrew grandparents sailed for 
Canada, from England. They travelled "steerage," a 
journey of six weeks on the sea. My father, Sydney, 
was the third oldest son. There were seven children 
when they arrived in Canada. Three more were born 
later. They lived in a log cabin 16' x 14' and slept on 
beds of hay. The work was hard but slowly the family 
got established in this new land. 

My mother, Julia Ann Haywood, was born in the 
Plumas district. She did not see a town till she was 
seven years old, when she was taken to Arden. (The 
village of Plumas did not then exist). My grandmother 
Haywood was a descendent of the United Empire 
Loyalists, who settled in Nova Scotia. She too lived in a 
log house in the Plumas district. 

My parents were married in 1920 and farmed in the 
Plumas district for ten years. There were five of us 
born in Plumas. Ken and Avis were born after we 
moved to the Tremaine district in 1931. 

My grandmother Haywood came to Rapid City to 
live with us for the last few years of her life. She had 
always been very active, and never once in ninety-four 
years was she hospitalized! She died at our home, and 
was buried in the family plot, in the Plumas Cemetary, 
in 1948. 

Our mother died in September 1954, following a 
long illness. My sister Avis was in Winnipeg taking 
teachers training that year. 

My father died in April, 1972, in his eightieth year. 
Both our parents are buried in the Rapid City 
cemetery. Gordon and Ken are beside them, in the 
family plot. 

Gordon enlisted in 1941 in the 17th Field Regiment. 
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Following his training, he served in the United 
Kingdom, the Central Mediterranean, and in Europe. 
After his discharge he farmed, in the Tremaine dis
trict, until his sudden death, in 1960, in his thirty-ninth 
year. He was a member of the Legion, and had served 
on the Pool Elevator Board. 

Ray has lived many years in Prince George, British 
Columbia. He is married to Lorraine Hanson and has 
two step children, Linda and Leonard. Both now have 
fa miles of their own. He works for the C.N.R. 

Cecil farms on the home farm. Over the years the 
horses have been replaced by tractors, the herd of 
Black Angus cattle have gone, as have the pigs and 
hens. The eggs, milk and butter now come from the 
store. Cecil is busy in spring, summer and fall. When 
the cold weather comes, he packs up and follows the 
birds south, usually going as far south as Mexico and 
Texas. 

Lloyd makes his home in Edmonton where he is an 
industrial electrician. For years he has worked in 
various parts of Alberta, usually in the north. Like 
Cecil, he is also unmarried. 

Ken died suddenly at the farm home on January 24, 
1974. His family history has been written separately by 
his wife, Bette. 

A vis is married to Leif Nielson and living in Bramp
ton, Ontario. They have a son Kurt. 

I am Irene. I married Richard Kuntz, a member of 
the Armed Forces, and formerly of Hamilton, Ontario. 
We have a daughter, Carole and a son, Douglas, both 
living at home at present. 

We have had many moves, twice to ShUo, Kingston 
twice, Ottawa, Catterick Military Base in Yorkshire 
England and four interesting years in the Netherlands. 
Now we are back in Ottawa, once again. Carole is ma
joring in Biology and Douglas is also here, at Carleton 
University, majoring in Biochemistry. 

KEN ANDREW 
Ken was the youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. S. An

drew and was born and educated in the Rapid City dis
trict. I, Betty Beanland, was born in St. Catharines, 
Ontario and came west in my teens. I was working in 
Brandon and Ken was operating a drag line on con
struction when we met. We were married in 1956, 
bought a trailer home and had a happy life together 
hitching our home and travelling to the next job. As 
our family grew to four we decided to buy a home and 
settle in Selkirk. 

In 1973 we moved to Rapid City and built a new 
home on the farm given to us by Grandpa. Ken passed 
away suddenly the following January. The children 
and I worked the farm with help from Cecil. I am now 
employed at the Personal Care Home in Minnedosa. 

The eldest son Daryl is married to Marie Neilson 
and they are building a home in town. Daryl is an 
operation engineer at the Brandon Steam Plant and 
Marie is in her last year of nurses training at the Men
tal Health Centre. 

Garth and Barbara have graduated from Elton 
Collegiate and are employed in Brandon. 

Allan, our youngest son, is sixteen years old and 
still in school. 



ANSELL HISTORY 
Percy Ansell was born in Kent, England. He was 

educated in England and came to Canada in 1881. He 
arrived in Rapid City in 1893. He worked as a teamster 
for the Rapid City flour mill. Percy met and married 
Isabelle (Belle) Simpson in 1893 and they had two 
children, a daughter, Ethel Winnifred (Winnie) 
Charlotte and a son, Albert William. 

Isabelle Simpson (Belle) was born in Aberdeen, 
Scotland. She came to Canada as a young girl with her 
parents who settled in Ontario. A few years later she 
came west to make her home with her uncle, Wm. 
Carnegie at Carnegie. (This point was named in his 
honour.) Belle was a cheerful person and after her 
marriage to Percy Ansell, took up residence in the 
town and resided there until her death in 1935. Percy 
died in 1940. He and his wife are interred in the Rapid 
City cemetery. 

Winnie was born in 1895. She grew up and received 
her education in Rapid City. In November, 1921 she 
married John (Jack) L. Bell of Rapid City. They 
moved to Alberta to farm but were soon back in the 
Rapid City area. They farmed north of town and 
retired to Rapid City in 1956. Jack was a great gar
dener. They had two children, Lance, born 1933 and 
Lawrence, who died in 1941 at two or three years of 
age. Lance is married and lives in Edmonton. Winnie 
and Jack both passed away in 1969 and are interred in 
Rapid City cemetery. 

Albert William (Buck) was born in Rapid City in 
1900. Buck was educated in the schools in Rapid City. 
He was a veteran of First and Second World Wars. In 
1936 he married Evelyn Kristina Peterson of 
Wellwood. He served in the Artillery from 1940-42 and 
was a member of the West Kildonan Legion No. 34. 
They moved to Winnipeg in 1940 and after his medical 
discharge from the army he worked for Safeways in 
the meat department. They had two children, a son 
John and a daughter Donna. In 1945 he went to work for 
the C.P.R. and continued to work there until his death 
in 1958. He is buried in Brookside cemetery. John is 
married and lives in Minneapolis, Minnesota with his 
wife and two children. Donna is employed by the Cana
dian Wheat Board and lives with her mother in Win
nipeg. 

MR. AND MRS. THOMAS ANSELL 
Tom and Mabel Ansell were born in England and 

arrived in Rapid City in 1928. Their children were: 
Bertha, Laura, Gordon, Richard and Clifford, and they 
were educated in Rapid City. Dick and Cliff enlisted 
when war broke out, and in 1941 Mr. and Mrs. Ansell 
moved to Scarborough, Ontario, where their son Gor
don, was living. 

Gordon married Margaret, youngest daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. William Wright, of Rapid City, in 1940. 
They have a family of twelve, the eight eldest children 
are married with families of their own. Gordie and 
Margaret's children are: Barbara, Shirley, Betty, 
Doug, Donny, Tom, David, Diane, Tim, Brad, Kenny 
and Rick. 

Richard (Dick) works at Patmore Nurseries in 
Brandon. Dick has a special way with flowers and 
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plants, much like his Dad who was an excellent gar
dener. 

Cliff married Dot Odgen and they have a son Cliff 
and a daughter, Linda. Cliff has two children; Sandy 
and Shawn. Cliff (Senior) passed away in 1971 after a 
lengthy illness. His family are all in Ontario. 

Laura resides in Ontario with her mother. Laura is 
a long time employee of T. Eaton Co. and she and Mrs. 
Ansell often come west to visit relatives and friends. 

Bertha (Bert), the eldest daughter, married John 
Sibbald and her history appears under the John Sibbald 
history. 

ANTONIW HISTORY 
Jack Antoniw was born in Shoal Lake Hospital on 

July 25,1926, the only son of Nicola and Anna Antoniw. 
He received all his schooling in a small country school 
in the Rossburn district. After finishing his schooling 
Jack moved into Brandon to work. 

Lillian Antoniw (nee Luker) was born in the 
Minnedosa Hospital on January 31, 1946, the only 
daughter of Sidney and Vera Luker. She received all 
her schooling in Rapid City and later worked as a 
nurse's aide in Brandon. It was in Brandon where Jack 
and Lillian met. They were married on May 1, 1965 in 
the Rapid City United Church. The first year of their 
married life was spent in Brandon and on February 12, 
1966 their son David Wayne was born. Following this 
they moved to the Vic Kille farm in the Wallace dis
trict and later moved into Rapid City in 1968. In 
Rapid City they purchased the Fearnley house and in 
1970 their second son, Bryan Michal was born. In 1976 
their third child, a daughter, Cheryl Lynn was born. 

LEVI ASKEW - contributed by Mrs. Philip Ganley 
(nee Doris Askew) 

Levi Askew came to this country in 1912 and went to 
work for Ernest Hales. 

Mr. and Mrs. Levi Askew worked for Mr. Hindson 
after their marriage in 1915. 

Their eldest son was born in the farm home of T. L. 
Smith. 

MR. AND MRS. DAVID ATKINS 
Mr. David Atkins arrived in Winnipeg, Man., in 1913 

from Abergavenny, South Wales. Mr. Atkins was a 
plumber and paper hanger by trade. Soon after arriv
ing in Winnipeg he went to Cardale, Man., where he 
worked as farm hand for a Mr. Dennison. 

In 1918 Florence J. Lewis, who was born in 
Abergavenny, South Wales, on March 6th, 1886, came 
to Canada and became the bride of David Atkins. 

They farmed in the Cardale and Basswood districts 
for a time, coming to the Rapid City district in 1925, 
where they farmed until 1963, when they retired to live 
in Rapid City. 

Mr. and Mrs. Atkins had a family of three, a son 
John who died at the young age of two years, a 
daughter Freda (Mrs. F. Stanick) and Betty (Mrs. 
Shiloff). They had nine grandchildren. 

Mrs. Atkins passed away in 1965, and Mr. Atkins in 
1967. Both are interred in Brandon Cemetery. 



JAMES BARBER 
James and Emily Barber moved to Rapid City from 

Plumas around 1927. They had five children, Christina 
married Walter Stanick, living near Rapid City; Joan 
married James Burnell, living in Rapid City; George 
married Doris Farthing, living near Russell; Doreen, 
married Ivan Carver (deceased) stil1living in Bran
don and James deceased. 

James, an avid gardener for many years, died 1973 
and Emily is currently a patient in a Brandon hospitaL 

ROBERT BARRETT HISTORY 
Robert Barrett was born in Norwich, England in 

1872 and came to Canada in 1888 accompanied by his 
brother Bill. After working for a while in Ontario, they 
journeyed west as far as Brandon. Robert attended 
Normal School in 1899-1900 and was on the Normal 
School football team when they were intercollegiate 
Champions in 1899. He accepted a teaching position at 
Gardiner School at Beresford and later taught at 
Oakleigh School. 

At Gardiner he met Jennie Culbertson who later 
became his wife. Jennie was born in Laghan County, 
Ireland in 1885. They were married at Veres ford on 
January 6, 1904. They had three children, Alvin and 
Elizabeth, born at Beresford and Beatrice, born in 
Brandon. 

Robert and family left Beresford and moved to 
Brandon in 1912, where he operated a confectionary 
store in the 600 block on 10th. street. After a few years 
stay they closed shop and moved to a farm east of 
Rapid City. Rapid City's first cemetery was located on 
this property. 

From here they moved to the next farm west, and 
lived there until retirement when they moved to a 
house in town. Mrs. Barrett died in 1958 and Robert in 
1966. Both are buried in the Rapid City cemetery. 

Alvin farmed with his father for a number of years 
and after moving into town operated a trucking 
business until his death in 1970. For many years he was 
Santa Claus for Christmas concerts. He is buried in 
Rapid City cemetery. 

Elizabeth married Bill Eastgate, from Bir
mingham, England. He operated a butcher shop in 
Rapid City prior to World War II. After his return 
from overseas in 1945 they moved to Brandon. They 
had two children, Dorothy and Jack. Dorothy married 
Mel McFarlane and they have two children, Kathleen 
and Michael. They live in Brandon. Jack married Pat 
Henry and they also live in Brandon with their two 
children, Shannon and Vincent. Bill Eastgate passed 
away January 11,1967 and is buried in the Veterns Sec
tion in Brandon cemetery. 

Beatrice married Frank Newhouse. They lived 
north of town while Frank worked for Harold 
Westwood. In 1942 they move to Brandon. They had 
three children, Robert, Kenneth and Nora. Robert 
married Maxine Ebbling. Their family are Terry, 
Darlene and Cindy and they live in Brandon. Nora 
married Jack Robinson and they live in Sherwood 
Park, Edmonton, Alberta. Their family are Cheri and 
Jon. Kenneth married Ann Towle and they have a son 
Steven. They live in Calgary, Alberta, 
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WM. E. BARRETT HISTORY - (contributed by 
Evelyn Finlay) 

My father, the late William Edgar Barrett was born 
in London, England in August, 1884 and came to 
Canada in 1904. He returned to England and married 
Eleanor Moller of London. He brought his wife to 
Canada in March, 1909. He worked as a farm hand in 
the Crandall, Manitoba area until he became a section
hand with the C.P.R at Lenore in 1918. In the early 
twenties, work was scarce and he turned his hand to 
many jobs to feed his growing family. In November, 
1921, he was transferred to Rapid City where the fami
ly lived until May, 1923 when he became section 
foreman at Gautier Junction, three miles west of 
Rapid City. 

In 1934, that section was combined with two others, 
and he moved his family to Miniota, where he 
remained after his retirement until his death in 1969. 

During the years at the Junction there were four 
trains daily, one to Minnedosa from Brandon and 
return, and one from Miniota to Brandon and return. 
The school children rode the Miniota train back and 
forth to school in Rapid City for many years. 

Mr. and Mrs. Barrett raised a family of five 
daughters and three sons. Mabel, married Jack 
Stewart of Ottawa. They have one daughter, Gwen. 
Both Mabel and Jack worked for the civil services. 
Ethel married Warren Robinson of Brandon. They 
have two sons, Dale and Don. Warren drove a taxi till 
ill health forced his retirement. Evelyn married Gor
don Finlay of Rapid City, Bill married Evelyn 
McPherson of Miniota. They have a daughter Myrna 
and a son Rick. Bill served with the ground crew of the 
RC.A.F. overseas in World War II. He now runs a 
hardware store. Muriel married Reg Bryant, who 
farmed at Miniota. They have two sons, Bob and Ron 
and three daughters, Eleanor, Donna and Faye. 
Wilfred married Marie McPherson of Miniota. He 
served with the Winnipeg Grenadiers, and lost his life 
at Hong Kong in 1941. Wilbur 'Bud' was a pilot in the 
RC.A.F. in World War II and married Joan Wilson of 
England. He is Postmaster at Rivers. They have one 
son, Ashton. Elsie married Len Bryant and died in 
1946, following the birth of their daughter, Judy. 

Mrs. Barrett died in 1937 and Mr. Barrett married 
Lorraine Moynes in 1946. She survives and lives in Win
nipeg. 

BASLER HOMESTEAD HISTORY 
August Basler was born in Breslau, Germany 

November 19, 1828. He came to Canada as a young man 
twenty-eight years old. 

His first business connection was with a cousin at 
Mitchell, Ontario, where he later became head miller 
of the Mitchell Grist Mill. From there he moved to 
Neustaid where he was engaged for eight years as head 
miller before returning to Mitchell, Ontario. He 
married Ernestine Schaffer in 1861 returning to 
Neustaid. Setma was born in 1862 and Gustave in 1864. 

He next rented a grist mill at Ayton, Ontario which 
he ran for two years. He then built a hotel, but was 
burned out at the end of the first year. A general store 
was his next business, but he again had the misfortune 



August Basler Family: Standing Left to Right 
William, , Albert, Charlie, Emma, Gus. Seated: Mr. 
Basler, Setma, Mrs. Basler, Herbert. In Front: Nettie 
and Ed. 

to be burned out. Returning to Neustaid he entered a 
partnership with David Winkler in a woolen milL 
Charles was born in 1870. Two years later August sold 
his interest to his partner and moved to Silver Har
bour. Here he ran a boarding house for another two 
years and they went to Marquette, Michigan where he 
rented a hotel, remaining in business for a con
siderable time. 

In 1873 he came to Portage la Prairie, Manitoba. 
The trip was made from Fort Garry in Red River 
Carts drawn by oxen. At Portage he became head 
miller for William Millars MilL 

The following year Mrs. Basler and family arrived 
by Stern Wheeler boat up the Red River. That year 
August took up a homestead in the district of Rapid 
City. He returned to Portage to continue his duties at 
the mill and upon returning home in the spring he 
sowed 5 acres of wheat by hand. To his credit goes the 
honor of growing the first crop of wheat, which with 
the assistance of Indians and their squaws, was cut 
with knives and tied into sheaves with straw. It was 
threshed that winter with a flail and taken to Portage 
to be gristed for their year's supply of flour. 

Four years afterwards he built and operated a 
lumbermill at what is now known as Elphinstone. 
Later he built and ran the Windsor Hotel in Rapid City 
which was destroyed by fire many years ago. 

Eddie was born in 1876, the first white baby born in 
the district. 

Herbert born in 1880, Nettie born in 1883. 
In 1878 a town was organized and named Rapid 

City. In 1885 the North West Rebellion took place. The 
white families feared the Indians and were worried 
about attack from them. After the canture of their 
leader, Louis Riel, the Indians settled down and danger 
passed. A few years after the trouble a squaw of an old 
Indian chief visited Mrs. Basler and told her that dur
ing the trouble the Sioux tribe had made a solemn 
resolution, that whatever happened, the Basler family 
were not to be molested. That was payment for the 
kindness shown to the Indians in the early days when 
their home was always open to them. She was no 
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stranger to the many and varied hardships most 
prevalent in those early days. As other settlers came 
west she became their ministering angel, being ever 
so willing to fill the wants of the needy and sick es
pecially when doctors were few and far between and 
nurses unknown. Often she answered midnight calls 
over unmarked prairie. In fact her untiring devotion 
and her sympathizing ways led her to be known as 
"mother" to all the early settlers over a wide area for 
many years. 

August Basler died August 12, 1912. His wife died 
May 30, 1924. Both are buried in the Rapid City 
Cemetery. 

BASLER 
Gustave Basler was born in Newstard, Ontario, 

June 25, 1864. He came west with his parents in 1874. 
He married Emily Giles and they had six children. He 
owned the mill in Hamiota. For a time they had -a 
boarding house in Brandon, Manitoba. Later, he 
moved to Winnipeg and was night watchman in 
Eaton's store. They then moved to Los Angeles. He 
died in Los Angeles in 1921. The remains were brought 
back and buried in Rapid City Cemetery. Two 
daughters are still living in Los Angeles. 

Emma Basler was born in Aylon, Ontario in 1866. 
She came west with her parents in 1874. In 1887 she 
married John Cable. She lived for a number of years in 
Breckenridge, Minnesota. She then returned to 
Hamiota where she owned and operated the Central 
Hotel. She then returned to Rapid City, and spent the 
balance of her life here until entering a Nursing Home 
in Winnipeg. She passed away in 1968 at the age of 102 
years. John Cable passed away in the early thirties in 
the United States. 

In 1936 she was District Deputy President from 
Deborah Rebekah Lodge NO.9 Rapid City. 

They had two daughters; Ernestine, married Fred 
Cosgrove and they had four children. 

May married Charles Howden a Photographer -
they had studios in Hamiota and Moosomin, 
Saskatchewan. They had one daughter, Doris. Charles 
died in 1951. Doris in 1953. Both are buried in Rapid 
City Cemetery. 

Mrs. Howden is in good health and living in the 
Legion Gardens in Rapid City. 

William F. Basler was born August 10, 1868 in 
Ayton, Ontario. He came west to Rapid City with his 
parents in 1874. He married Mary Ann Pangman of 
McConnel, Manitoba. He was a grain buyer at the 
Rapid City Flour Mill and also a railroad contractor. 
They had seven sons, two died in infancy, Clarence, 
Adair, Nelson, Norman and Bert. He bought grain at 
Moline and Rapid City. Mrs. Basler died in March, 
1939. Mr. Basler retired from buying grain in the 
summer of 1939 and passed away August 1942. Both are 
buried in Rapid City Cemetery. 

Adair Basler, born and educated in Rapid City, was 
employed with the bank in Landis, Saskatchewan and 
Hamiota, Manitoba. From there he enlisted with the 
226th Battalion in 1916. He was wounded and spent 
almost two years in Deer Lodge Hospital in Winnipeg. 
He married Cara Michelle of Winnipeg. They moved to 
Los Angeles. They had two sons, Jack now living in 



New Jersey and Robert in Los Angeles. Both boys have 
families. Cara passed away in Los Angeles. Adair died 
in Shaughnessy Hospital, B.C. in 1968. Both are buried 
in Los .'\,ngeles. 

Nelson Basler was born in Rapid City April 24, 1899. 
He received his education in Rapid City. He worked as 
a carpenter locally, also with the Northern Elevator 
Construction Company. He bought grain at Moline. 
In July, 1932 he married Minnie Waldon of Oak River. 
They moved to Griffen, Saskatchewan and bought 
grain for the United Grain Growers and were 
transferred to Rossendale, Manitoba in 1934 and 
remained there until he retired in 1964 moving back to 
Rapid City. They have two s'ons Harvey with Manitoba 
Telephone at Morden. He is married with two 
children. Clare is an accountant with C.I.L. in 
Burlington, Ontario. He is married and has two sons. 

Bert Basler was born in Rapid City August 23, 1903. 
He received his education in Rapid City. He was Agent 
and Operator with the Canadian Pacific Railway for 36 
years. In 1935 he married Margaret Ross, Winnipeg, 
who came to Rapid City to teach the elementary 
grades. They had two children. Bill with the Toronto 
Dominion Bank, Winnipeg. Linda was a stenographer 
in W~nnipeg. Bert passed away July 11,1958. Margaret 
passed away in 1959. Linda passed away in April, 1976. 
All are buried in Rapid City Cemetery. 

Albert Basler was born in 1873, Marquette, 
Michigan and came west with his parents in 1874. He 
managed a hotel in Edmonton for a while. He married 
Mrs. Kate Heppenstal in 1913. They had no family. He 
was owner and operated the Central Hotel in Hamiota. 
He died in 1957 and is buried in the local cemetery. 
Mrs. Basler is buried at the coast. 

Eddie Basler, first white baby born in the district in 
1876. Ed lived all his life in Rapid City and spent some 
time on the farm with Uncle Charlie Basler. Then he 
worked on the C.P.R. section until he retired. He 
passed away in May, 1945 and is buried in Rapid City 
Cemetery. 

Herbert Basler was born in Rapid City in 1880. He 
spent his early years in Rapid City. He married Annie 
Roadhouse of Ontario. At the time of his death he was 
manager of a lumber yard in Langenburg, 
Saskatchewan. In 1916, Mrs. Basler returned to On
tario. They had one son Hubert who is a Lab Techni
cian in a London, Ontario hospital. 

Nettie Basler was born in 1883 in Rapid City and 
was educated in Rapid City. She married Gordon 
Murray in 1903 who was in partnership with Dennis E. 
B. Daly in real estate and insurance. In 1911 he was 
Rapid City town clerk and resigned as Town Clerk in 
1925 and moved to Los Angeles. They had three 
daughters. Nettie passed away and is buried in Los 
Angeles. Two daughters are deceased and buried in 
Los Angeles. Gordon was buried in Los Angeles. One 
daughter is living and is in business in Los Angeles. 
Nettie died November 16, 1961. 

CHARLES BASLER 
Charles Basler was born in Ontario and came to 

Manitoba in 1874 with his parents Mr. and Mrs. August 
Basler. He was four years old. They came to Rapid 
City in 1875. 
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In 1891 he married Annie Jones who had come from 
London, England to Brandon, coming to Rapid City 
later. Mr. Basler was the town barber for awhile. He 
then took up farming north of Rapid City and lived 
there till he passed away in 1940. Mrs. Basler passed 
away in 1947. 

There were four children in the family. Erniestena 
the eldest, married Oswald Belcher. He passed away 
in 1931. She then married Eddy MacGregor. He passed 
away in 1957. She then went to live with her son in 
Chesterville, Ontario and passed away in 1959. 

Edward A. (Gus) married Margaret Bramley. 
They farmed for awhile then moved to Minnedosa and 
Gus was a brakeman on the railway, Margaret passed 
away in 1962. Gus still lives in Minnedosa. 

Irene married Lewis Murray. They farmed in the 
Willow Grove district, then moved to Fort William. 
Irene passed away in 1945. 

Dorothy married James Greer. They farmed in the 
Moline district. In 1967 they moved to Rapid City. Jim 
passed away in 1976. 

THE NORMAN F. BASLER FAMILY - by Mrs. Nor
ma G. Christie 

My father, Norman F. Basler, was born in Rapid 
City on June 19, 1901, the son of William and Mary 
Basler. My mother Rosalie Margory Ollett, was born 
on November 18, 1903 in the Municipality of Blanchard. 
She was the daughter of Robert and Mary Ollett. 

My father's education began in 1907, attending 
Rapid City Elementary School. In 1915 after com
pleting grade eight, he left school to seek employment. 
Among the different jobs he had, he worked for his un
cle, Mr. Jim Burland, in the undertaking business. To 
my knowledge he became a licensed undertaker. Later 
he left and became a grain buyer and bought grain in 
Frobisher, Saskatchewan and Mountain Road, 
Manitoba. In 1925 the position of Secretary-Treasurer 
for the town of Rapid City became available and he 
was the successful applicant. With just a grade eight 
education my father found his new job somewhat of a 
challenge. 

In August 5, 1925 he married Miss Rosalie Margory 
Ollett of the Petta piece district. Between the years of 

Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Basler. 



1925 and 1930, two babies were born, but these children 
were premature, and did not survive. 

Also in 1925 my father became Secretary-treasurer 
for the Rapid City School Board. He served in this 
capacity for thirty-two years, and never missed a 
meeting. In 1957 he resigned this position. 

In the spring of 1930 my parents decided to adopt a 
child of their own. They adopted me in May when I was 
just a month old. I was born in Winnipeg on April 28, 
1930. 

Dad was a Mason for many years, and served his 
church - Rapid City United, as well as many other 
organizations. He was a life member of the Rapid City 
Curling Club. 

My mother's education began at Medina school at 
Pettapiece in 1909, and she took her high school grades 
in Rapid City finishing in 1920. She stayed at home with 
her parents till her marriage in 1925. She was active in 
church work, and the Canadian Red Cross Society and 
for many years was a Rebekah. My father was 
bookkeeper for Mrs. Margaret Sample, and mother 
worked in her store during the war years. In 1967 
father made his decision to retire as Secretary
treasurer for the town as mother's health was begin
ning to fail. He served the town for forty-two years and 
missed only one meeting due to being in hospital at 
Minnedosa. 

In September of 1973 my mother fell and broke her 
hip and was hospitalized in Brandon from then till May 
27, 1975 when she was transferred to the new Personal 
Care Home in Minnedosa. 

Father was so faithful in visiting her every Wed
nesday and Sunday but on July 5, 1975 he passed away 
very suddenly at his home. Eight months later on 
March 3,1976 mother passed away at Minnedosa. They 
are buried in the cemetery at Rapid City. 

My father was an avid gardener. His vegetable and 
flower gardens were grown with much love and 
patience. He and mother made their home grounds a 
show place beside the river. I have written this family 
history of Norman and Marge Basler in their memory 
and miss them very much. 

HENRY (HARRY) BAYES FAMILY - by Ray and 
Isabelle Bayes 

Harry E. Bayes was born and educated in 
Campbellford, Ontario. He came west on a harvest ex
cursion in 1898 to Wawanesa, Manitoba. He returned to 
Campbellford and worked in a paper mill until 1912. 

On December 7,1910 he married Annie Mae Yabsly 
of Warkeworth, Ontario. They came west and 
homesteaded on N.E. 27-28-17 in the Rural Municipali
ty of Clan william. The house was destroyed by fire 
December 8, 1916. 

In 1928 Dad and Mom bought the W.11z 15-14-19 and 
the S.E. 22-14-19 in the Rural Municipality of 
Saskatchewan one mile southeast of Riverdale Siding 
elevator. 

They had seven sons, Levi George, born March 4, 
1913, Raymond Leonard, born March 22, 1914, Ernest 
Franklin, born October 23, 1915, Fred Herman, born 
January 23, 1918, Arthur Garnet, born May 23, 1920, 
Cecil Harry, born July 18,1922 and Albert, who died as 
an infant. 
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Harry and Herman Bayes families. 

We all received our education at McBride school 
three miles from home. There wasn't much land 
broken on the farm when Dad bought it, and he did all 
the breaking with a plow and horses. He kept quite a 
few Holstein cattle. 

Dad and Mom retired from farming in 1944 and 
moved to Minnedosa. Dad passed away November 9, 
1971 at the age of 95 and is interred in Rapid City 
cemetery. Mother is now residing in the Personal Care 
Home in Minnedosa. She is 91 years of age. 

RAYMOND BAYES FAMILY 
Raymond L. Bayes married Isabelle Moffat 

daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. Bert Moffat, in 
Minnedosa on April 8, 1939. They started farming on 
the S 1/2 15-14-19 in the RM. of Saskatchewan. In 1941 
they bought the S.W. 10-14-19 and 3-14-19 where they 
still live. 

They have a family of two sons and one daughter: 
Kenneth Raymond, born 29 December 1939, Gordon 
Bert, born 27 January 1942, and Sharon Isabell, born 25 
December 1956. 

Kenneth married Myrna Sibbald on the 15 
February 1964, and farm on the S.W. liz 9-14-19. They 
have three sons: Kevin Raymond born 28 June 1965, 
Steven Michael born 24 December 1967, and Robyn 
Todd born 23 October 1974. 

Gordon married Lorna Wright of Rapid City on 
the 3 October 1964, and have one daughter, Tracy Lee 
born 27 June 1968.They farm the N liz 10-14-19. 

Sharon married Laurence Westwood of Rapid 
City on the 9 August 1975. They are farming on 5-14-19, 
formerly owned by Laurence's Grandfather H.G. 
Westwood. 

ERNIE BAYES 
Ernest F. Bayes was born on the N.E. quarter of 27-

18-17 in the Clan william district. 
In 1916 he moved with his parents to the McBride 

district where he attended schooL In 1943 he joined the 
army and served with the P.P.C.L.I. overseas and 
returned in November, 1945. 

Ernie married Doris Nordene of Newdale. They 
farmed west of Rapid City for a short period and then 



moved to the McBride district where they farmed for 
four years. They then moved to Centreview where they 
farmed until 1976, when they sold the farm to Rick 
Saler. They then moved to Minnedosa, and still farm a 
half section 22-14-19. 

They have a family of three daughters and two 
sons. The boys were in Cubs and the girls were in 
Brownies. 

Hazel married MCpL Kent Taylor of Westville, 
Nova Scotia. They have two daughters, Janice and 
Sandra. They are now stationed at Toronto. 

Joyce married Ron Hay of Austin, Manitoba. They 
have two daughters, Tammy and Trac. They live in 
Transcona, Winnipeg. 

Hughie married Dianne Halliday of Brandon, 
Manitoba. They have a daughter, Lisa, and a son, 
Shane. They live in Prince George, British Columbia. 

Brian lives in Winnipeg. 
Donna married Verne Lamb of Bradwardine, 

Manitoba and they have a son, Todd. They live in 
Bradwardine. 

ARTHUR GARNET BAYES 
I grew up along the river hills at Riverdale and 

attended school at McBride and have a few scars and 
fond memories of those days. I even walked home the 
three miles from school whenever the horse decided I 
needed the exercise and left me. When my school days 
were done, I had an urge to try farming and stayed 
home to help. In 1944, I entered the army. After my 
discharge, I started farming on the south half of 15-14-
19 known as the Old Wake farm. 

In 1949 I traded my land and moved to the 
Bridgeman farm and started working three-quarters 
of section 11-14-20, and since have added more land to 
that. 

On April 5, 1952 I married Helen Norine Wilson of 
Winnipeg and built my own home on my farm in 1953. 
That winter just our home stood out on the open prairie 
with no trees for protection from the winds in any of 
the four directions. To our family we have added 
David Ora, born June 6, 1953 and living at home and 
farming his own quarter, renting a half, and is helping 
at home. Iris Mae was born November 6, 1954. On 
March 23, 1974 she married James Allan Kooting of 
Rapid City and they farm in the Moline district. Gwen
dolyn Elaine was born October 8,1955. On June 26,1976 
she married Randall Wayne Usick of Newdale. They 
farm north of Basswood. Shirley Helen, born March 
18, 1960, is attending school at Elton Collegiate. Judith 
Audrey was born July 24, 1964 and is attending school 
at the Rapid City Elementary. 

In 1960 I was elected to the Council of the Rural 
Municipality of Saskatchewan. I have been President 
of the Rapid City Branch No. 49 of the Royal Canadian 
Legion, a steward on the United Church Board and a 
member of the Moline Pool Elevator Board. 

Helen has been president of the Ladies Auxiliary of 
the Rapid City Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion, 
twice, has been a leader of the Rapid City 4-H Home 
Economics Club for 15 years and has spent six of these 
as head leader. 

Helen was born in Brandon on December 4, 1926 and 
spent the first few years of her life in towns like 
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Hamiota, Bradwardine, Isabella and moved to Win
nipeg when she was 7 years old and received her 
schooling there and remained working in that city until 
her marriage. She is the daughter of Vida Blanche who 
lives in Winnipeg, and Ora Newcombe Wilson who died 
in 1953. 

CECIL AND DOREEN BAYES 
Cecil Harry, youngest son of Harry and Annie 

Bayes was born on July 18,1922 at the farm on N.E. 15-
14-19. 

He attended McBride school and remained on the 
farm until 1942 when he joined the army and spent 
three years overseas. On returning home he farmed 
the N.1f4 of 17-14-19 where he still farms today. 

On August 9, 1952 Cecil married Doreen Ellen 
Edwards in St. George's Anglican Church in Brandon. 

Cecil and Doreen have eleven children. Margaret 
Ann was born on June 23, 1953. She took her elemen
tary schooling in Rapid City and her high schooling in 
Rivers. She has been employed at the Fairview 
Nursing Home for the last five years. She married 
Douglas Robert Legg on July 2, 1977. They reside in 
Brandon. 

Douglas Cecil was born May 21, 1954. He took his 
schooling at Rapid City and Elton where he graduated. 

Albert Harry was born on June 19, 1955. He also 
took his schooling at Rapid City and Elton. 

Kathrine May was born at home on May 31, 1956. 
She took her elementary schooling at Rapid City and 
her high schooling at Elton. She attended Brandon 
University for three years and received her Bachelor 
of Education. On July 17, 1976 Kathy married Douglas 
Wayne Crompton of Nesbit. They are now living in 
Brandon. 

Sandra Jane was born on March 5, 1958. She took 
her schooling at Rapid City and Elton where she 
received her diploma. She took her L.P.N. Nursing at 
Red River College in Winnipeg. 

Neil Allen, born August 20, 1960 and Maxine 
Doreen, born November 4, 1962 are both attending 
Elton Collegiate. 

Beverly Ellen, born September 29, 1961, Bruce 
Edward, born September 5, 1965, Patricia Gail, born 
March 16, 1967 and Darcy Glen, born March 21, 1968 
are all attending the elementary school in Rapid City. 

Cecil and Doreen are both members of the Royal 
Canadian Legion. Doreen served as president of the 
Ladies Auxiliary from 1975-1976. Cecil is also a 
member of the LO.O.F. 

HERMAN AND ANNIE BAYS 
Herman Bays married Annie Kahallach in 

Breckenridge, Minnesota on the 14th of February 1900. 
They moved to Rapid City a few years later. In 1918 
they bought Section 17 north of Rapid City, where Cecil 
and Doreen Bayes now live. At that time, this was the 
last virgin land in the area. 

They had five of a family: Henry, Merrel, Blanche, 
Walter and a daughter who died when quite young. 
Blanche and Walter attended McBride School. 

In 1924, the family moved to Kenora, Ontario where 
they gained employment. The parents returned in 1931 



to Glenella, Manitoba. In 1935 they moved once again 
to Riding Mountain where they remained until their 
deaths. They enjoyed 63 years of married life. Herman 
died at the age o~ 96 in 1966 and Annie in 1963 at the age 
of 83 years. They are buried at Riding Mountain 
Cemetery. 

Merrel married Edna Northam, daughter of Frank 
and Annie Northam, and they farmed on the home 
farm when the parents moved back to Rapid City, until 
moving to Kenora where they still live. 

Henry married Annie Gabler and had six of a fami
ly. Henry returned to Manitoba and worked for the 
Manitoba Hydro, he is now retired and lives in Riding 
Mountain. 

Blanche died in 1945. 
Walter and his wife Patty have returned this year 

from working at an Anglican Mission in Africa. While 
there, he was instrumental in developing a bicycle
trailer-ambulance. His wife helped organize a small 
business for the villagers, of drying the fruit of the 
Mango tree for export. They are undecided at this time 
whether to settle in Canada or return to Africa. 

CHARLES MICHIE BEATTIE - contributed by 
Agnes Douglas (nee Young) 

No history of Rapid City wold be complete without 
recognition of a valued early citizen, I write of Charles 
Michie Beattie of Fergus, Ontario. 

I don't know the date of Mr. Beattie's arrival in 
Rapid City. He purchased a partnership in his brother
in-laws general store - which was Murray's store - It 
became "Murray and Beattie". 

Mabel Whyte, C. M. Beaty, Aleta Whyte. 
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I don't remember Mr. Murray, but when I was a 
child Mrs. Murray and her family lived next door to 
our family. There were two boys, Jack and Wilfred and 
four girls, Helen, Jeanette, the twins Donna and 
"Babe". In 1945 I met them in Vancouver. 

Mr. Beattie's wife died shortly after they came to 
Rapid City. I have a vague memory of a lovely lady in 
a mauve outfit attending the Presbyterian Church. 
They lived in the "Carrick" house. 

Mr. Beattie was always concerned about the 
welfare of people, and the town. Many old timers will 
remember his many kindnesses. 

The appearance of the cemetery is a fitting 
Memorial to him, as he was the instigator of planting 
the lovely fir trees which enhance the appearance of 
the place where many of our pioneers are buried. 

Later Mr. Beattie had a partner, Mr. William 
Currie. Then the firm was "Beattie and Currie". 

After the 1914-18 war, A. J. (GUS) Sample joined 
the staff as a clerk. In the early 1940's Gus and his wife 
Margaret bought the store. Mr. Beattie stayed on, 
semi retired in an advisory capacity. 

Mr. Beattie was a close friend of my Father and 
Mother, to my brother and me he was "Uncle Charlie" 
as he was to my children. 

We never knew when the two old friends would 
appear at our house. Every Christmas he spent it with 
us. Our youngest son is named "John Beattie", after 
the two old friends. 

A car accident resulted in his death in 1943. We all 
missed him greatly, especially my father. After a ser
vice in Rapid City, he was buried in Fergus, Ontario, 
beside his wife. His many friends mourned the loss of a 
valued friend. 

BELCHER 
Mr. and Mrs. John Belcher, Jesse, and Arthur came 

out from England in 1912. They came to the Alexander 
district and hired out. Oswald, the eldest son, had 
arrived in the district one year earlier and had sent for 
the rest of the family to join him. They began farming 
in 1914 and rented the north half of 8-13-19. 

In 1916 Mr. and Mrs. Belcher bought the S.E. 
quarter of 16-14-19 and farmed there until their death. 

John died in December, 1941 at the age of 76. Mrs. 
Belcher died in 1949 at the age of 93. 

JESSE BELCHER 
Jesse will be remembered as the tall man with one 

leg, who got around very well with a crutch. He took up 
tailoring as a trade and worked for a time at 
Laughtons in Brandon. He was very musical and 
played for dances. He and his father sang at many con
certs. He lived on the home farm until he sold it to 
Jack Belcher in 1947. He then moved to a small house 
in Rapid City. He passed away in May, 1972. 

ARTHUR BELCHER 
Arthur Belcher and Laura Johnston were married 

in 1915 by Rev. David Johnstone in Rapid City United 
Church. They moved to the McBride district and lived 
on the N.E. quarter of Section 25-14-20 until 1928. Their 
children Alice, Hilda, Jack and Mae were born there 



and all but Mae attended McBride school and later 
Rapid City school. 

In 1928 they moved into the big brick house just by 
the C.N.R. tracks and farmed the quarter north of the 
track N.E. quarter 29-13-19. Arthur used to meet all 
the C.N.R. trains to load and unload freight as Mr. 
Elliot, the agent, was crippled with bone T.B. in his 
ankle. 

Hilda was killed when run over with a team and 
wagon in 1931. Dorothy was born in 1932. 

Arthur was a grain buyer for the Northern elevator 
at the time of his death in January, 1939. He was a 
faithful and very active member of the LO.O.F. 
Lodge. 

Alice married Jack Kemp in 1939 and they live in 
Rapid City. 

Jack married Bella Bell of the Fairmount district 
and they farm S.E. of Rapid City. 

Mae was a bank clerk in Winnipeg and she married 
Hector Seghers of Tribune, Saskatchewan in 1946. 
They still live in Tribune and have seven children. 

Dorothy married John A. Shaw of Russell, a 
farmer, and they have seven children. 

Mrs. Belcher (Granny) did home nursing and 
helped Dr. Bruser deliver quite a few babies. From 
1945-1957 she was a companion nurse. In 1957 she came 
to live with Mr. and Mrs. Jack Kemp and made her 
home with them until her death in 1974. 

OSWALD BELCHER 
Oswald came to Canada in 1911, one year ahead of 

the rest of the family and got a job in the Alexander 
district and wrote back and told the rest of the family 
they would be able to find work and to come to Canada. 

He lived on several rented farms in the Rapid City 
district. He married Ernestina Basler in 1916, they had 
two sons, August and Willie. Willie died in infancy. 
They moved into Rapid City in 1928 and Os. worked for 
T.C. Sample driving the dray team. He died in 1931. 
Ernestine passed away at Chesterville, Ontario. 

AUGUST BELCHER 
Gus got his schooling in Rapid City. He joined the 

forces and while in eastern Canada met and married 
Germaine La Peirre. They lived in Chesterville, On
tario. They had two children, Willie and Sandra. 

Gus passed away in 1973. His wife and family still 
live in Chesterville. 

JOHN BELCHER 
John Robert Belcher, only son of Arthur and Laura 
Belcher, joined the army in 1943, serving overseas in 
France, Belgium, Holland and Germany. He served 
with the South Saskatchewan Regiment until his 
release in 1945. He started farming on the Grandad 
Belcher farm north of Rapid City and a trucking 
business. In 1954, he married Isabella Bell (Bella), 
youngest daughter of Agnes and Donald Bell, of 
Basswood. 'In 1958 he became a grain buyer for 
National Grain at Smart Siding, after the retirement 
of George Boast. In 1961, he returned to farming at his 
present location, previously owned by Gordon Andrew, 
east and south of Rapid City. Bella taught school in 
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Moline and then took a stenographic course in Win
nipeg. She was employed in Winnipeg with Bolton 
Construction and later with Johnson's Hardware in 
Brandon as Bookkeeper. In 1953, she became accoun
tant for Canada Packers Creamery at Rapid City. In 
1974-75, she completed a course in cosmetology at 
Assiniboine Community College in Brandon. In 1976 
she became a part-time telephone operator until the 
phone office closed in 1977. Jack and Bella have six 
children, Robert, Bruce, Karen, Eric, Diane and Lisa. 

AGNES BELL FAMILY 
Agnes Bell (nee Jury) was born January 6, 1893 at 

Rolling River, the daughter of William and Agnes 
Jury. She attended Fraser District and Minnedosa 
schools. On November 20, 1918 she married Donald 
Bell, a Fairmont District farmer. Donald Bell was 
born at Argyleshire, Scotland in 1884, the son of Neil 
and Margaret Bell. 

Agnes and Donald farmed in the Fairmont district, 
north and east of Basswood. Later with the misfor
tunes of the dirty thirties they rented and moved onto 
the "Bloomer" farm, three miles north of Basswood. 
They finally settled on the "Livingstone" farm. Fol
lowing their marriage, Donald Bell was seriously ill 
with the 1919 flu. The after effects lingered on in later 
years and he passed away, December 17, 1941. Agnes 
faced the difficult years with six growing children: 
Margaret, Frank, Islay, Lawrence, Isabella and Neil. 

Mrs. Bell retired to Rapid City in 1955 having 
purchased the E. S. Gardiner house on 4th avenue. 
Granny Bell's twenty years in Rapid City were happy 
carefree years after her heavy responsibilities as a 
widowed mother. Her pleasant outlook during her 
retiring years didn't reveal the hardships and toil she 
must have experienced. She enjoyed gardening, loved 
her flowers but most of all showed great interest and 
joy in her sixteen grandchildren. Agnes Bell passed 
away, October 20, 1975 at the Minnedosa Personal Care 
Home. She was buried in the family plot at Fairmont 
Cemetery. 

Margaret Hyndman, eldest daughter of Agnes and 
Donald Bell, took her schooling at Basswood Con
solidated School. She helped at home, then took a posi
tion working in Wilson's store in Newdale, later work
ing in Clark's Cash Store in Minnedosa. She married 
Stan Greig and lived on the Greig farm temporarily. 
They moved to a farm in the Rapid City area, three 
miles north of town. Stan and Margaret had three 
children; Donald a research analyst at the Pinawa 
Atomic Research Station. He married Karen 
Schnellert. Sheila now Mrs. Garnet Shearer of Win
nipeg. Sheila is a lab technician and Garnet works for 
the Municipal Assessment Branch. Ian living on and 
operating the old Greig home farm south of Basswood. 
He married Gail Westbrook and they have one son, 
Michael. Stan Greig passed away suddenly in 1972. 
Margaret is now Mrs. Robert Greig and is still living 
on the Rapid City farm. They spend the cold winter 
months in their residence in the southern U.S.A. at 
Alamo, Texas. 

Lawrence Donald Bell, second son of Agnes and 
Donald Bell is now residing on a 800 acre grain farm 



six miles north west of Rapid City. After attending 
Basswood Public School he joined the Canadian Army 
Infantry Corp in 1945. He attended the University of 
Manitoba and received his Agricultural diploma in 
1948. In 1952 he purchased the S1fz of 3-14-20 known as 
the "Nylen" farm in the Rapid City-Moline area. 
Lawrence operated a mixed farm gradually improving 
and increasihg the cultivated acres. In 1954 the farms 
operated by George Bell were added. The home 1f4 be
ing the N.E. 10-14-20 and a pasture known as "the John 
Deere" S.E.1f4 2-14-20. In 1968 the S.E.1f4 of 16-14-20 was 
added. Lawrence got into pedigreed seed production 
and achieved his twenty year Long Service Certificate 
from the Canadian Seed Growers Association in 1976. 
He has gained Select Grower Status and grows plot 
seed for foundation seed production. 

In 1959 Lawrence married a local school teacher, 
Arlene McDonald. Arlene is the daughter of Archie 
and Violet McDonald of the KeHoe district north west 
of Shoel Lake. Arlene was teaching grade two at the 
time. She had previously taught at Chesley school, 
west of Wawanesa. Arlene returned as a Kindergarden 
teacher in Rapid City from 1969-76. 

In his earlier years Lawrence was a sports 
enthusiast. He played baseball for the Basswood team 
in the old Minnedosa District league and later for the 
Rapid City team. He played hockey for various 
Intermediate teams: Erickson, Pierson, Cardale
Rapid City and Oak River All Stars as well as in the 
local Rapid City District League. Arlene was an active 
curler. They have been active supporters of the Rapid 
City Skating Rink. Lawrence has devoted time to 
minor hockey coaching and Arlene working for the 
Figure Skating Club. 

Lawrence became a member of the Rapid City 
School Board of Trustees in 1966 and was later elected 
to the Rolling River School Division Board when it 
went Unitary in 1968. He was elected vice-chairman in 
1974 and chairman in 1976. 

Lawrence Bell has been a supporter of the New 
Democratic Party and became active in Provincial 
politics in 1969 as an avid supporter of Ed Schreyer. He 
has served on the Minnedosa constituency executive 
and as a member of the Provincial Council and Ex
ecutive. In 1971 he became Provincial President of the 
New Democratic Party, serving in that position for 
two years. He ran as a candidate for the Minnedosa 
constituency in the 1973 Provincial Election. During 
the Schreyer years of Government he served on the 
Manitoba Feed Grain Commission, Manitoba 
Agricultural Museum Board and the Farm Land 
Protection Board. He served on the Keystone Centre 
Board of Brandon and is a member of the local 
Agricultural Manpower Board in Brandon. 

In 1963 Lawrence completed the Department of 
Agricultures four year Farm Business Group Course 
and received a certificate in Farm Business Group 
Course and received a certificate in Farm Manage
ment. He was a charter member of the West Man 
Farm Business Association. 

The Bell family have been local supporters of the 
co-op movements, having memberships in Minnedosa, 
Brandon Co-ops and the Moline and Rapid City Pool 
Elevator Association. Lawrence served on the local 
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eleva tor board as secretary and council member. They 
are also members of the Minnedosa and Brandon 
Credit Union and the National Farmers Union. They 
have been members and supporters of the Rapid City 
United Church. 

They have three children: Glen, Max and Shauna. 
Glen Lawrence was born in 1960. He is now in grade 
twelve at Elton Collegiate. Glen has a great interest in 
hockey and out of doors recreation such as fishing and 
hunting. McDonald Edward (Max) was born in 1962. 
Max has many interests. Hockey is his favorite sport 
and he is now playing with the Brandon Minor Midget 
A.A. 's as well as the local Rapid City teams. He enjoys 
all sports and is now in grade ten at Elton. Shauna 
Marie was born in 1964 and is in her last year at Rapid 
City elementry schooL She is now working on her 4th 
figure and her Senior Silver Dance in figure skating. 
She has captured some good placings in Regional and 
Provincial Competitions. Shauna has also been in
volved with the River's and District Pipe Band as a 
member of the Highland Dancers. 

Isabella Agnes-(Bella) married John Robert 
Belcher and their family history is under the Belcher 
history. 

THADDIEUS TED BERCIER 
Arthur Thaddieus Bercier was born at Clear Lake 

on September 26, 1906. He is the eldest son of Moses 
and Ursalla Bercier. The family moved to Boggy 
Creek when Ted was small. During his adult life Ted 
worked mainly for farmers and at bush work. 
Although he never married he is a devoted and kindly 
uncle to his many nieces and nephews. In 1972 Uncle 
Ted came to Rapid City and rented the Herb Parlia
ment home, which he has since purchased. He enjoys 
good health and is everyone's friend. 

ADAM BERLET 
Adam Berlet came to Canada in 1880 from Ger

many with fifty cents in his pocket. He worked in On
tario for forty dollars a year and sent ten dollars out of 
this to his mother. 

He came to Rapid City and bought the John 
Bollman farm at Moline. His crop was cut with oxen 
but the price was poor. 

In 1889 he worked at Shell River, Saskatchewan. 
Came back in March and put in thirty acres. He went 
to Ontario and married Catherine Diefenbacher, and 
they returned to Rapid City in 1891. Their first child, 
George, was born on Christmas Day, 189l. 

He worked where he could and made three dollars a 
day with team work and stooking at Chater, Manitoba. 
He drew lumber from Sandy Lake for a barn. In 1907 
he bought section seven for seven dollars an acre. 

In 1912 Catherine, our mother, died. There was a 
family of nine. Percy died in 1918. Father bought a 
home in Vancouver in 1919 and George and Ed took 
over the farms. He died in 1944 and is laid to rest in the 
family plot at Rapid City. Brother Ervin passed away 
in 1954, George in 1964, Roy in 1976. My three sisters, 
Erma, Clara and Margaret live in Vancouver. Brother 
Ed lives in Brandon. 



I, Mary, married George Underhill in 1921, and 
farmed until 1969 when we retired to Rivers. Our son, 
George Holton was killed in World War II at the time 
of the invasion of France. Our sons Calvin and Rod still 
farm in the Moline district. Our only daughter Grace 
Donalda resides with us in Rivers. 

BERTRAND 
Lawrence William Bertrand came to Rapid City 

from Edmonton, Alberta. His mother, Winnifred Ber
trand and sister, Marjorie Paradis, still reside there. 

In 1962, Lawrence (Bill) married Betty Ann 
Ringland. They lived for a short time in Edmonton 
before coming back to Rapid City in 1969. They 
purchased the former Todd house from Mr. Arthur 
Turney. They have six of a family ranging in age from 
eight to fifteen years Dawn, attending Elton 
Collegiate and Ty, Misti, Shannon, Tammy, and 
Christopher are all students at Rapid City Elementary 
school. 

Bill is Foreman of a department at Burns Meats 
Ltd. in Brandon. Betty Ann works at the Brandon Men
tal Health Centre. 

BETTOF HISTORY 
Don Bettof, along with his wife Marleen and 

daughter Dallas, were transferred from Winkler, 
Manitoba by his employer, The Royal Bank of Canada, 
to Rapid City in December, 1976, as manager of the 
local branch. Don was born in Morden, Manitoba on 
March 8, 1946, the third of five children. His parents 
who now reside in Winnipeg, are Alvin and Helen Bet
tof. Don's career in the bank began August 3, 1965, 
where he started at the Roland, Manitoba branch. 
Prior to taking up his position in Rapid City, Don 
worked at ten different branches in Manitoba during 
the past eleven years. 

Marleen Bettof (nee Angers), was born in Miami 
Cottage Hospital in Miami, Manitoba on December 14, 
1946. Her parents are Blaine and Mathilda Angers, and 
she has one brother, Keith. Marleen attended school in 
Miami, Kaleida, Manitou and Morden, following which 
she worked for Canada Safeway in Winnipeg for 
several years. It was during this time she married Don 
at the St. Paul's United Church in Morden, Man., on 
June 29, 1968. Their first home was at Whitemouth, 
Manitoba. 

Dallas Bettof, daughter of Don and Marleen, was 
born July 19, 1974, at the St. Boniface Hospital in Win
nipeg, Manitoba. 

THE BIRKINSHA W F AMIL Y 
William Edwin Birkinshaw was born in Hudder

field, Yorkshire, England on March 9th, 1879. He 
arrived in Halifax, Canada, March 28th, 1903 on the 
S.S. Canada which had served as a troopship during the 
Boer War. The ship, as he recounted many years later, 
still had in place below deck the stalls which had 
served for the transport of horses of cavalry units. 

Mr. Birkinshaw and Annie Robertson MacDonald 
were married at Rapid City on October 29th, 1907 by 
Rev. Alexander Stewart. Mrs. Birkinshaw was born in 
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Edinburgh, Scotland on July 19th, 1882. She had 
arrived in Canada via New York from Liverpool, 
England, May 2nd, 1906. 

The Birkinshaw name was associated with business 
enterprises from the time W. E. Birkinshaw settled in 
Rapid City until 1976. After arrival here, he became 
associated with E. C. Gosset Jackson in the imple
ment, lumber and coal business. Later he entered into 
partnerships, first with Frank Carrick and then Hugh 
Lockhart with Mr. Lockhart an automobile 
dealership and large garage were added to the imple
ment business, lumber and coal operations. Their 
partnership was dissolved when Mr. Lockhart took 
over an automobile dealership in Fort William. In 1925 
Mr. Earl Hotham joined Mr. Birkinshaw in the 
partnership of Birkinshaw and Hotham. After the 
retirement of Mr. Hotham, the business continued as 
Birkinshaw's until 1976. 

Before joining the R.C.A.F.shortly after the out
break of the Second World War Len Birkinshaw had 
joined his father and Mr. Hotham in the business. 
Following the war, son Norman Birkinshaw became 
associated with the business as did Mr. Ralph Wells 
who had married daughter Dolly Birkinshaw. W. E. 
Birkinshaw retained an interest in the business until 
the time of his death in 1973. In 1976, on the retirement 
of Mr. Norman Birkinshaw, Mr. Wells, together with 
his son Christopher, took over the business which then 
became known as Wells Lumber and Supply. Under 
Mr. Ralph Wells' influence the business had taken on a 
new dimension with the addition of facilities for the 
manufacture of cabinets, doors, windows, etc. 
Meanwhile the implement and coal facets of the 
business had been given up. 

W. E. Birkinshaw played a very active role in local 
civic affairs. He served for many years on the town 
council and the school board. He was one of those 
citizens most actively concerned with organizing the 
municipal doctor district and was a member of the 
original Minnedosa District Hospital Board. He was a 
key member of the town and municipal delegation 
which negotiated the agreement on the consolidation 
of the Town of Rapid City with the Provincial Depart
ment of Municipal Affairs. Among the early memories 
of his son, E. A. Birkinshaw, are the events in Rapid 
City marking Armistice Day, November 11th, 1918. 
These events were climaxed by a huge bonfire at the 
Union Bank (now the Royal Bank) street corner. He' 
recalls seeing his father, as Mayor of the town, being 
rushed along to an outdoor platform to make a speech. 
Dr. J.E.M. Young uttering shouts of 'here he is' was 
the vigorous usher. 

Until sometime in the 1920's Mr. Birkinshaw was 
active musically as choir leader in the Methodist 
Church, later the United Church. 

After the reorganization of Brandon College in 1928, 
he served for a number of years on the Board of that in
stitution. 

During his earlier years in Rapid City he owned 
riding horses and hounds for hunting and joined in the 
coyote hunting to which the open, relatively fenceless 
countryside of those times lent itself. In the possession 
of his family is a photograph taken in 1905 on 3rd 
Avenue in front of the Kelly House, of him on 



horseback surrounded by his hounds. He also took part 
in the cricket matches between the English "colonies" 
of Rapid City and Minnedosa. Later he was an 
enthusiastic club curler and very knowledgable 
follower of major league baseball. Mrs. Birkinshaw 
passed away May 30th, 1966 and Mr. Birkinshaw -
November 17th, 1973. 

They had a family of three sons and a daughter: 
Ernest Arthur, born 1908, Norman Macdonald, born 
1911, Leonard William, born 1913, lost on active ser
vice in 1943 and Helen Margaret "Dolly" born 1920, 
died 1977. 

As recounted above Norman and Len were involved 
in the business enterprise with their father. Ernest, 
other than lending a hand during summer vacations, 
had no connection with it. 

All three boys were active in sport, especially curl
ing and baseball and in the case of Len particularly, 
also lacrosse. Ernest was on four United College 
Championship Interfaculty Soccer teams during his 
undergraduate career. Dolly was very active musical
ly as a vocal soloist and leader of junior choirs for a 
number of years. 

ERNEST A. BIRKINSHA W 
After graduation from The University of Manitoba 

in 1931, he began teaching at Brandon College. In 1974 
on retirement from Brandon University, after 43 yrs, 
he was made Professor Emeritus of Mathematics. In 
1941 he married Kathleen Egilsson of Brandon, who 
died in 1966. They have one daughter, Sigrid Diane, 
who is married to Allen Richard Balcher, who is at 
present Registrar of Grant McEwan Community 
College, Edmonton, Alberta. Mr. and Mrs. Balcher 
have two children, Liesl Diane and Jon Richard. 

NORMAN M. BIRKINSHA W 
After high school Norman joined a group of young 

men from the Rapid City district for winter work dur
ing the opening up of the God's Lake area of Manitoba. 
He later took a short course in Dairy Science at 
Manitoba Agricultural College and following that 
served as cream grader in creameries at various 
Manitoba points. He served overseas with ground crew 
in the R.C.A.F. during the second world war. Follow
ing the war he joined Birkinshaw and Hotham and con
tinued in business until his retirement in 1976. He 
married Mary Eileen (Maisie) Livingston of 
Monominto, Manitoba in 1942. They have three 
children, William Robert, Sally Lynn and Lori Ann. 
William married Laurie Marie Rae and have spent 
several years in Rapid City. Sally Lynn is married to 
Albert Fearnley. They have two children, Michelle and 
Robert Thomas and live on the former William Argo 
farm. Lori Ann is at present working in Brandon. 

LEONARD WILLIAM BIRKINSHA W 
In the period between leaving high school and the 

outbreak of the second world war, Len began what 
gave great promise of a highly successful career with 
the firm of Birkinshaw and Hotham. He joined the 
R.C.A.F. early in the war and attained the rank of Fly-
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ing Officer while serving as a wireless-air gunner. He 
was lost in action in January 1943. In 1940, he married 
Dorothy McQuinn of Rapid City who died in 1975. They 
have one son Leonard who is living in Rapid City. 

HELEN MARGARET (DOLLY) WELLS 
After completing grade XI studies at Rapid City 

School Dolly attended Brandon College where she 
completed grade XII. Following business college 
training in Winnipeg, she was employed by the Royal 
Bank of Canada and served the bank in branches at 
Souris and Roblin. While at the branch at Roblin she 
met her future husband, Mr. Ralph Wells, whom she 
married in 1944. She returned to Rapid City when her 
husband joined the Birkinshaw business. Dolly passed 
away in November, 1977. The Wells have one son 
Christopher, who is carrying on in the family business. 

JOHN AND NELLIE BLAKE 
John Blake was born at Carwath, Scotland, in 1899, 

the son of Alex and Grace Blake. They came to Canada 
in 1904 and lived in the Griswold district for one year. 
They came to Rapid City in 1908 and farmed south of 
town. John took his schooling at Rapid City and is a 
member of the United Church. 

Nellie, daughter of Alex (Sandy) and Jane Smith, 
was born in the Oakleigh district on March 8,1899. The 
family was very active in community affairs and took 
many prizes at local fairs with their horses and garden 
produce. Nellie entertained with her violin. 

John and Nellie were married June 28, 1938, and 
lived on the Blake farm. Nellie's father lived with 
them for a few years before his death. They retired in 
1952 and took up residence in Rapid City. 

WILLIAM BLAKE F AMIL Y 
William Blake was born in Hertfordshire, England 

in 1880 and came to Canada in 1908. His wife the 
former Isabella Millar Mills was born in Glasgow 
Scotland in 1886, and came to Canada in 1910. They 
were married at Rapid City in 1915, and of this union 
three sons were born, Douglas, Albert and David. 

Mr. and Mrs. Blake farmed in the Rapid City area 
until 1948 when they retired to live in town. Bella (as 
she was known) was a member of the Deborah 
Rebekah Lodge No. 9 of Rapid City for over forty 
years. 

In 1968 they moved to Brandon where they became 
residents of Fairview Home. Mr. Blake passed away 
in 1972 and Mrs. Blake in 1974. They are both laid to 
rest in Rapid City Cemetery. 

Douglas married Helen Davies of the Oakleigh dis
trict in Rivers in 1944 and they have three children: 
Beverly, Judith and Robert. 

Beverly married Archie Esplin of Rapid City and 
they have two children Leanne and Kent. They live in 
Balcarres, Saskatchewan where Archie is an elevator 
agent. 

Judith married Ross Nichol of McGregor, 
Manitoba. They have two children Deborah and Blake. 
They live in Calgary, Alberta where Ross is a 
chartered accountant. 



Mrs, William Blake and Mrs, Kinsley, 

Robert and his wife Barbara have one daughter 
Cathy, They live in Brandon and he works at Murray 
Chev, 0lds, 

Doug and Helen have followed in the footsteps of his 
mother, Doug is past Department Commander of the 
Department Council of Man-Dak and has just com
pleted his last year as Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of Manitoba LO,O,F. and Helen is a Past Presi
dent of the Ladies Auxiliary Patriarchs Militant 
Department Association of Man-Dak, 

Doug and Helen farmed the home farm until they 
retired to Minnedosa two years ago, (1975) 

Dave started his career in the Royal Bank in Rapid 
City and except for a few years serving in the R.C,A,F, 

Dave Blake, 

188 

has continued in the Bank, In 1951 he married Gwen 
Bergman of FHn Flon, They have five children: Naomi 
of Selkirk, Manitoba, Kelly, Daren, Colleen and 
Christopher at home, In 1968 Dave became Bank 
Manager in the bank at Glenboro, Manitoba, He is now 
M,L.A, for the Minnedosa Constituency an office he 
has held since 1971. Dave and his family reside in 
Minnedosa, 

Albert died at the early age of 21 in 1938, He is laid 
to rest in Rapid City Cemetery, 

All three boys attended Wallace School. 

THE BOLLMAN HOMESTEAD FAMILIES 
Four Bollman brothers John, Frederick, 

William, Phillip and one sister, Elizabeth (Mrs, Fred 
Zimmer) came to Canada from Schweinsburg, Ger
many between 1879 and 1888, They left behind one 
sister Mrs. Glitzenhern, The families did not all come 
at the same time. It would appear there was some 
family connection or immigration assistant at Hensal, 
Ontario because so many families arrived from 
overseas and met at Hensal before continuing west. 
Railroad carloads of settlers and effects were 
assembled at Hensal and as they travelled, other 
carloads were added until they had 14 cars all the 
engine could hauL They travelled by C,P,R. to Detroit 
then on the St. Paul and Pacific Railroad through 
Michigan and :v1innesota. They joined the C.P,R, again 
at Pembina North Dakota and on to St. Boniface 
Manitoba, S~me settlers chose to leave the railway 
when they reached the Red River and board a boat to 
journey up the Red River to 81. Boniface and Win
nipeg. From Winnipeg west they came by ox cart and 
the luckier ones had a team of horses. The wagons 
were so loaded that men, women and children took 
turns walking most of the time. 

Three of the Bollman brothers and their sister took 
homesteads in the Moline district. John settled on SW 
12-14-20, Frederick on NE 10-14-20, Philip on SW 6-14-
20, Elizabeth and her husband Fred Zimmer settled on 
NW 6-14-20. The Zimmers stayed only a few years on 
the homestead then moved to Rapid City and operated 
a blacksmith shop and implement business. William 
did not venture west - he worked in a sugar factory in 
Ontario for several years then married and went 
farming at Crosswell, Michigan. 

Also - during those years, Phillip's wife Catherine 
had several members on her side of the family come 
from Gondershausen, Germany and took up 
homesteads close by. These other families were 
Catherine's brother George Korman and a sister Annie 
(Mrs. Henry Hafner), Then too, there was Catherine's 
mother - Mrs. Korman at her first marriage, now 
Mrs. Kahler after the second marriage and a widow 
again before leaving Germany. Mrs. Kahler had with 
her - two sons Conrad and Peter and daughter 
Elizabeth (Mrs. William Hearonomous). Mrs. Kahler 
settled on SE 12-14-21 and George Korman on NE 2-14-
21. then his sister Elizabeth and her husband Wm. 
Hearonomous lived on NW 18-14-20 for a few years 
then moved to Bottineau, North Dakota, 

Conrad Kahler married Effie Thompson of 
Basswood. They had two sons and one daughter 



Malcolm, Raymond and Margaret. Mrs. Conrad 
Kahler died when the children were young. Mr. Kahler 
later married Mary Kroft and they stayed on the 
original homestead. Mr. Kahler raised a prize winning 
herd of Shorthorn cattle and showed them all across 
Canada. 

Peter Kahler married Margaret Shanks of Pet
tapiece and settled on SE 12-14-20. They had no family. 
Peter was very knowledgeable in the care and 
breeding of poultry. He became a capable judge and 
judged at many local fairs as well as the Provincial 
Exhibition in Brandon. At times he was consulted on 
poultry information from the University of Manitoba. 
Mr. Kahler was also very capable as Bible Class 
teacher and 'lay minister' and in demand to conduct 
church services when the regular ministers were on 
holiday. 

Annie Korman - sister to Catherine Bollman -
married Henry Hafner and moved to Buffalo, New 
York. They had one daughter, Carrie. 

From these family connections there are many 
relations and decendents in the Moline district and sur
rounding area. 

JOHN C. BOLLMAN Homestead Family 
John Conrad Bollman was born in Schweinsburg, 

Germany. He and his wife Wilhelmina left Germany 
and arrived at Goderich, Ontario early in 1879. John 
left his family at Goderich and came out to his 
homestead in the Moline district on N.W. 12-14-20. Dur
ing that summer he was able to build a small house 
and barn and acquire a few cows. 

In 1880 a settler's party travelled by ox cart from 
Winnipeg to Rapid City. In the party was Mrs. John C. 
Bollman and her family of Lena, William, John Jr., 
Mary Ann and Jacob. They joined John Bollman on his 
homestead. There were three more children born after 
their arrival at Moline - Margaret, Charles and Ellen. 

John's two brothers - Philip and Frederick came 
to Moline with their families later. 

The oldest daughter Lena, married D. J. McPhelan 
and they went to Vancouver, B.C. 

Their son William never married. He farmed in the 
Moline district on N.l/z 15-14-20 until 1920. 

John Jr. lost his life in a sawmill accident when a 
young man. 

Mary Ann married Alex Henry of Oak River and 
moved to Alberta. 

Jacob married Phoebe Bell of Rapid City and they 
continued to farm on the original homestead. 

Margaret went to Grand Forks, North Dakota, 
U.S.A. where she married Frank J. Miller. 

Charles married Jeanie Elliot and they farmed on 
the SlIz 15-14-20. 

Ellen married George Hill and they lived in Rapid 
City for a number of years where their children, 
John, George, Will)elmina and James were born. Later 
Ellen moved to Alcester, South Dakota until her death 
in June 1977. She was the last member of this pioneer 
family. 

WILLIAM BOLLMAN 
William Bollman farmed in the Moline district on N 

liz 15-14-20 until 1920 when he sold the farm to Henry 
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Rourke and moved to Rapid City. While in Rapid City 
he was in partnership with Conrad Soldan in the gar
age business for a number of years. He also held a seat 
on the town council. 

When William commonly known as Bill moved 
to Rapid City, his mother Mrs. John Bollman and 
nephews John, George and James Hill and niece 
Wilhelmina Hill went to live with him. 

John and George Hill went to the United States 
when young men - John lives in Mason City, Iowa and 
George lives in San Francisco, California. 

James lived in Brandon until his recent death in 
1977. 

Wilhelmina married Robert Stuart youngest son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Stuart - and they live in 
Souris, Manitoba. 

JACOB BOLLMAN HISTORY - submitted by Mrs. 
Ann Reid 
Jacob Bollman was born at Goderich, Ontario on June 
24, 1876. He came to Manitoba with his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. John C. Bollman Sr; while he was still very 
young to homestead at Moline. He had two sisters; 
Maggie Mrs. Frank Miller of Grand Forks, U.S.A. 
and Ella - Mrs. P. Long of South Dakota, U.S.A., and 
he also had three brothers; John, Will and Charlie. 

Jake was one of the students in the first class when 
Moline school opened in 1889. He married Phoebe Ann 
Bell May 18, 1913, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Bollman. 

Thomas Bell, who came from Guelph, Ontario to 
Rapid City. Dad and Mom farmed for sometime on the 
Manley farm at Basswood, later returning to farm at 
Moline on 14-14-20, where 10 of their twelve children 
were born and raised. There were five sons and seven 
daughters, as follows: Emery, Edith, Ann, Mildred, 
Alice, Lloyd, Eunice and Vera were twins, Bernice, 



Albert, Richard and Gordon. The last two sons were 
born at Minnedosa Hospital and raised in the village of 
Moline. They also raised one grandson, Bryan. 

Dad worked on threshing, woodsawing and building 
gangs. He hauled wood from Riding Mountain where 
he had his arm cut with an axe. They used brown sugar 
from the sandwiches to stop the bleeding. His brother 
John, died from a sawmill accident. Dad showed his 
horses at fairs and won many ribbons. They had a farm 
auction sale in 1936 and moved to the house on the 
Dave Dick farm and in 1939 moved to Moline Village, 
into their new cottage, which was destroyed by fire 
September 3, 1972. Dad passed away May 29, 1963 and 
Mom passed away July 30,1969. Both are buried in the 
Bollman plot in Rapid City Cemetery. 

John Emery, born April 27, 1914, a bachelor and liv
ing in Brandon, Man. He worked for many years on the 
C.P.R. tracks. 

Edith, born July 17, 1916 and she married Robert 
Carter in 1940 and they lived at Wetaskiwin, Alberta. 
They had one son and one daughter. Ian married 
Jeanette Bordas and they live at Calgary, Alberta, and 
they have twin daughters, Jodi and Carry, born 1964. 
Audrey married Terry Campbell and live at Edmon
ton, Alberta. They have a son Darrell and a daughter 
Deborah, both attending school. Edith passed away 
April 7, 1975 and is buried in Wetaskiwin Memorial 
Cemetery, Alberta. 

Ann, born September 24, 1918, married James Reid 
in November, 1937. They live at Cardale, Man; and 
have one son and one daughter, who both took their 
schooling in Cardale Consolidated School District No. 
1763. Leslie James, born October 19, 1939 married 
Margaret Misener in 1963 and they have two daughters 
and one son. Ann, born 1964, attending Delisle school. 
Jimmy, born 1967 and Sheri, born 1970, both attending 
Vanscoy school. They live in Moon Lake District south 
of Saskatoon, Sask. Margaret Anne, born September 
19, 1941 and married Donald T. Bull in 1963 and live 
at Vanscoy, Sask., south of Saskatoon. They have one 
son and one daughter, Wesley, born 1964 and attends 
Delisle school and Judy, born 1968, attends Vanscoy 
school. 

Mildred, born December 19, 1920 married Clifford 
Strang and lives at Hay River, N.W.T. Clifford passed 
away November 10, 1976 and is buried at Hay River. 
They had one daughter and four sons. Ivan lives in Ed
son, Alta. and has no family. Pat is married and he and 
his wife, Elaine, live in Burlington, Ontario with their 
two sons, Scott seven years and Bill age three years. 
Don and wife Margaret, live in Yellowknife, N.W.T. 
and have one daughter Colleen, in Kindergarten. 
Sheila and Terry Cook live in Hay River, N.W.T. and 
have two daughters, Tracy eight years and Jodi five 
years, both in school. Dennis and wife Paulene live in 
Hay River, and have two sons, Malcolm two years and 
Cory, three months. 

Alice, born April 24, 1923 married Aldor Kling 
September 6,1941 and are living at Winlaw, B.C. They 
have one daughter and five sons. Allan, born 1946, is 
married and has one son Andrew, and lives at Sardis, 
B.C. Gerald born 1948, is married with two of a family, 
Sheri and Chris, and live at Slocan Park, B.C. Howard, 
born 1949, is married and living in B.C. Dennis, born 
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1951, married Christine Tomelin and lives in B.C. 
Rodney, born 1952 is married and living in B.C. 
Deborah, born 1957, married George Pennock and they 
have one daughter, Amber Melissa. They live at Sar
dis, B.C. 

Lloyd, born October 22, 1928 married Deidre 
Allabam in 1953 and they live on their farm, N.W. 28-
11-15 at Carberry, Man. They have five daughters and 
two sons. Dawn, born 1954, is a nurse and lives in Bran
don. Nona, born 1958, and is taking her high school in 
Brandon. Glen, born 1963, Iris, born 1965 and Gail, born 
1967, are all in school. Ella and Brad are twins, born 
1972, and are in Kindergarten. 

Eunice, born February 17, 1926 married Donald 
Muir March 28, 1947 and they live in Rapid City, Man. 
They had five daughters and five sons. Wee Donald 
Gordon passed away February 3, 1963 and is buried in 
the Muir plot in Rapid City Cemetery. Irene, born 1946, 
married David Thompson in 1967 and they live in Bran
don, Man. They have three daughters; Janet 1967, 
Sharon 1971, and Diana - 1972. Rhoda, born 1949, 
lives at home and attends Rolling Dale Workshop at 
Cardale, Man. Darlyne, born 1950, married Marshall 
Teetaert in 1975 and farms at Deloraine, Man. Helen, 
born 1953, lives at Rapid City. She has a daughter Jac
quelia, born in 1970, and attends Rapid City School and 
one son Cory, born 1972, and is in Kindergarten. Lilla, 
born 1961 and attending Minnedosa School. Gregory, 
born 1947, married Elaine Jackson in 1975 and lives in 
Brandon, Man. Leo, born 1960 and is at home. Michael, 
born 1964 and Thomas, born 1967 are both attending 
Rapid City School. 

Vera, born February 17,1926, married J. W. Wilson 
July 4, 1946 and lives in Brooklyn, Ohio. They have two 
sons and three daughters. Bryan Bollman, born 1945, 
married Eva Wright of Rapid City in 1968. They have 
one daughter, Amber Lee born 1976. They reside in 
Rapid City where Bryan has a Plumbing and Heating 
Business. Jacob Wilson, born 1956 at Cleveland, Ohio 
and attends the Institute of Technology College at 
Columbus, Ohio. Alice, born 1958, married Keith 
Petrick in 1976 and lives in Cleveland, Ohio. Diana, 
born 1960, lives in Brooklyn, Ohio and attends Brooklyn 
High School. Corrine, born 1963, also lives in Brooklyn 
and attending High School there. 

Bernice, born May 29, 1931 married Albert Stecki in 
1950 and lives at Lorette, Man. They have one son 
Ronald, born 1954 and a daughter Shirley, born 1957. 
Both are working in Winnipeg. 

Albert married Mary Emerson in 1960 and lives at 
McGregor, Man. They have two sons, Douglas, born 
1964 and Mark, born 1966. Both are attending school. 

Richard married Ruth Cameron in 1976 and they 
live in Calgary, Alberta. They have two sons, Bob six
teen years old and Brad age eleven years, and both are 
in school 

Gordon, born February 29, 1940 married Gwen 
Hearn of Cardale, Man. in 1961, and they live in 
Rivers, Man. They have a son, Myles, born in 1962 and 
one daughter Connie, born 1963. Both are attending 
Rivers School. 



CHARLES BOLLMAN 
Charles Bollman started farming with his brother 

William on N1f215-14-20. They batched for a number of 
years then Charles bought the half section south of 
Williams - S1f2-15-14-20. 

Jeanie Elliot came to the Moline district to work for 
Frank Prout and a year later in 1912 married Charlie 
Bollman. They remained on the farm until they retired 
in 1946. Charlie was in the first class of the original 
Moline School which opened in 1889. During his life in 
Moline he was on the Board of Directors of the Moline 
Co-op and was secretary-treasurer of the school for a 
number of years. 

Jeanie was very active in the affairs of the com
munity. She was secretary of the first Women's Socie
ty in Moline - namely the Home Economics Society 
which started in 1914. This society later became the 
Women's Institute and she held office in the Institute 
for many years. She was a strong supporter in the 
work of the United Church. During her stay in Moline 
she was a Sunday School teacher and for a time was 
Superintendent of the Sunday School. She was a 
member of the Ladies Aid and held an office for many 
years. Her interests were also in dramatics and con
sequently took part and directed a number of plays 
that were presented in the Moline Hall. 

Charles and Jeanie Bollman had one son Douglas. 

DOUGLAS BOLLMAN 
Douglas Bollman was born at Moline and attended 

Moline Elementary School. He attended High School 
at Rapid City then continued his education at Brandon 
College. After graduation he attended the University 
of Manitoba and received his Diploma in Education. 

Following graduation Doug accepted a teaching 
position at Glenboro where he stayed for seven years. 
While teaching at Glenboro he met Vera Nattrass who 
was also on the teaching staff. Doug and Vera were 
married at Glenboro in 1941. 

From Glenbom Doug and Vera moved to Manitou 
where Doug became principal of the Collegiate for 
eight years. 

He was appointed School Inspector in 1954. They 
moved to Winnipegosis where Doug was inspector for 
eight years, then to Virden for ten years and four years 
at Brandon. 

Douglas then resigned his position to become 
Program Consultant with the Department of Correc
tions and Rehabilitation for Manitoba. 

Doug and Vera have two children Roderick and 
Mavis. 

Rod married Mary Kemp of Winnipeg and they 
have two children Jill and Phillip. Rod is a lecturer at 
the University of Winnipeg. 

Mavis, after graduating from the University of 
Winnipeg, took her Teacher Training and is presently 
teaching Science in the Collegiate at Pinawa, 
Manitoba. 

PHILLIP BOLLMAN F AMIL Y 
Phillip Ludwig Bollman was born in Schweinsburg, 

Germany on November 18, 1850. Catherine Korman 
was born at Gondershausen, Germany on November 
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28, 1850. Phillip and Catherine were married at 
Schweinsburg on January 28,1877. They immigrated to 
Canada and arrived at their homestead on SW 6-14-20 
in November 1880. Their daugher Elizabeth born in 
Germany February 14, 1879 was twenty-four months 
old when they arrived. In this rugged Canadian terrain 
it was too late in the year to build a house, so they sur
vived that first winter in a dug-out in the bank of a 
slough, along with a cow that brother John had given 
them so they would have milk for Elizabeth. 

The next spring, Catherine walked to Minnedosa to 
register their claim, then they built a sod shack and 
were able to move prepared for the following winter. 
In the early years there was a shortage of logs in this 
area because of the prairie fires that had burned 
through the trees and killed them. By 1882 Phillip had 
hauled logs from the Little Saskatchewan River valley 
and some from Clear Lake in the Riding Mountain 
National Park and they built a log house and barn. To 
build a leak proof roof on a log house the builder had to 
be a skilled axe man. The log had to have a groove 
chopped out on one side. Two logs were then laid side 
by side with the groove side turned up. Then a third log 
was laid with the groove side down covering the join 
between the first two logs. Soon there were saw mills 
set up in the woods and lumber was becoming 
available. Around 1890 Phillip and Catherine built a 1-
liz storey frame house 16 feet by 24 feet and in later 
years built a 16' x 16' addition. This house was used un
til 1943. In 1946 a grandson, Robert Bollman, dis
mantled this house and built a new one on the same 
site in 1940's. 

Phillip and Catherine had eight children 
Elizabeth born in Germany - the others at Moline and 
Rapid City. Namely - Phillip in June 1881, Annie in 
May 1883 and died at one year of age, Louisa in April 
1885, Frederick in Dec. 1886, Annie Elizabeth in July 
1889, David in March 1891 and Mina in April 1893. 

Phillip the father, had been a soldier in the Franco
Prussian War of 1870 and was wounded in action. He 
suffered from the effects of war and died in Dec. 1895. 

Catherine raised the family and lived to see them 
all settled in their own homes. She died in 1923. Phillip 
and Catherine are buried in Pettapiece Cemetery. 

Here is a brief outline of the members of this fami
ly - further histories will be under their own family 
names. 

Elizabeth married Henry Kroft and farmed in 
Moline. Phillip farmed as a bachelor for a short time 

Phillip Bollman home, built in 1892. 



on SE 6-14-20 then moved to Kelvington, Sask. where 
he married Susan Wollman and settled on a 
homestead. Louisa married Tom McLaughlin and 
farmed at Moline. Frederick married Almira Roach of 
Douglaston, Sask. and farmed at Moline. Annie 
married Leon McNarry who was a well driller in the 
district and later went farming at Foxwarren. David 
married Elsie Tingsley and farmed at Moline. Mina 
married Gordon Creamer of Rivers and later moved to 
Winnipeg. 

FREDERICK WILLIAM BOLLMAN 
Frederick William Bollman moved to his farm on 

NE 6-14-20 in 1911 and started a new yard of farm 
buildings. His sister Annie kept house for him until he 
married Almira Jane Roach of Douglaston, Sask. in 
March 1916. During that summer they built a new 
house and it still stands in good repair on that farm. 

Fred has told the story about when he was a young 
boy, he was helping a neighbor who was driving a team 
of oxen pulling a plow to break up the prairie sod. On 
this particular day - the weather was very hot and the 
flies were bothering the oxen. As they plodded down 
the field they came near a slough. The oxen turned 
away from the furrow and walked into the slough to 
cool off. There was no stopping them from going into 
the water and it was quite sometime before they could 
be coaxed out. Fred thought this to be a very un
reliable outfit for plowing the land. The story goes on 
to say along about 1913 Fred was able to own a gas 
tractor manufactured by the Titan Co. Now he thought 
he would be able to plow up the prairie sod on his farm. 
This tractor had a failing that when pulling a heavy 
load the clutch would seize and could not be easily 
released. So now on this particular nice summer day 
when plowing with the tractor - he was nearing a 
slough - the tractor started working harder - the 
clutch seized the tractor and plow went straight on 
into the slough! We understand there was more dif
ficulty getting the tractor out of the water than the ox
en! 

Fred and Almira had five children. Albert born in 
1917 and Stanley in 1918 - both died in infancy. 
Leonard was born in August 1920, Franklin in March 
1922 and Robert in November 1924. The three boys 
went to the Moline School and Robert also attended 

Fred Bollman with his Titan tractor, 1915. 
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school in Rapid City. During the World War II all three 
boys served in the R.C.A.F. The Royal Canadian Air 
Force. 

While on the farm Fred and Almira were active 
community workers. They were members of the 
Moline United Church and Almira was a member of 
the Women's Auxiliary and Women's Missionary 
Society. Fred was a director of the Moline Pool 
Elevator and was secretary for about 15 years. He was 
also a director of the Moline Co-op Store and served on 
the school board, rink board and wherever he could 
help. 

Almira died in 1939 and Fred remarried in 1942 to 
Mrs. Dorothy Brimacombe of Hamiota. They retired 
from the farm in 1946 and moved to Brandon where 
Fred died in 1962 and Dorothy in 1973. 

LEONARD WILLIAM BOLLMAN 
Leonard William Bollman after attending school 

at Moline left the farm to seek employment in British 
Columbia because of health reasons. After one year he 
returned to the prairies and was employed by his uncle 

Mr. Leonard Roach - in Roach Motors garage in 
Lampman, Sask. It was here he met Ellen Greening of 
Lampman and they were married in February 1945. 
Leonard and Ellen then purchased a home in Oshawa, 
Ontario where Leonard was employed at McCallums 
Transport. While in Oshawa three sons were born 
Kenneth, Ronald and Brian. In 1952 they moved to Win
nipeg where another son Wayne was born. Leonard 
continued working for McCallum Transport branch in 
Winnipeg. 

Their family are all married. Ronald now lives in 
Ottawa, Ont. and the other three sons live in Winnipeg. 

At this time, Leonard is employed at Pembina 
Chrysler Dodge in Winnipeg. 

FRANKLIN BOLLMAN 
Franklin Wilfred Bollman married June Lenne 

Oklund of Willoughby, B.C. in Nov. 1946 and they took 
over the Fred Bollman farm on E ljz 6-14-20. In 1948 
they had the opportunity to purchase the NW 1/45-14-20 
from the Dr. J. M. Young Estate and in 1960 purchased 
the SW 1f4 5-14-20. 

Frank and June have two children. Raymond 
Douglas was born in March 1948. On that day, the 
roads were all blocked with snow so Charlie Bartram, 
who owned the garage in Moline and owned a snow 
plane a machine on four skis with a motor on the 
back turning a propeller - was called on to drive the 
Bollman's the 12 miles to Rivers where Raymond was 
born. Raymond was educated at the Moline Elemen
tary School, the Rivers Collegiate and the University 
of Manitoba. At the U. of M. Raymond graduated with 
his Bachelor of Science in Agriculture and Masters 
Degree in Agriculture. He married Elizabeth Anne 
Lorimer of Winnipeg in June 1970. After two years of 
further studies at the University of Toronto, Raymond 
has a position with Statistics Canada in Ottawa. 
Elizabeth - better known as Betty - obtained her 
Bachelor of Physical Education from the University of 
Manitoba and teaches school in Ottawa. 



Elaine Almira was born in Rivers in August 1950. It 
is interesting to note that when Elaine was three 
weeks old, the Bollman's were connected to the 
Manitoba Hydro for the first time. Elaine attended 
Moline Elementary School, the Rivers Collegiate and 
Brandon University where she graduated with the 
Bachelor of Arts. After completing the professional 
year of Education, she began teaching school. Then in 
October 1976, she graduated with the Bachelor of 
Education degree. Elaine also took music from the 
Brandon University and obtained the Toronto Conser
vatory of Music Grade Nine standing. At this time in 
1977 Elaine is teaching music in school at The Pas, 
Manitoba. 

ROBERT BOLLMAN 
Robert Henry Bollman married Georgina Viola 

Dale of Hamiota in October 1947. They went farming 
on SW 1/2 6-14-20 and SE 1f4 1-14-21, on the original 
homestead of his Grandfather Philip Bollman. The 
house built by Robert's grandfather in the 1890's 
was taken down in 1946 and in 1950 Robert and Geor
gina built a new house on the same site. 

Bert - as he is known to everyone - and Georgina 
have two daughters. Carol Lynne was born in 
February 1950 in Rivers. At this time the Riverdale 
Hospital had not been built and the private nursing 
homes were available for Rivers and district. Lynne 
attended Moline Elementary School and Rivers 
Collegiate then to the Winnipeg Health Sciences Centre 
where she graduated as Respiratory Technician in 
1972. She married Barrie Manikel of St. Jean in August 
1975 and they settled on a farm at St. Jean. In October 
1976 their son Robert Leigh was born. 

Glenda Gail was born in October 1952 at Hamiota. 
She attended the Moline Elementary School and 
Rivers Collegiate then also went to the Winnipeg 
Health Sciences Centre where she graduated as a 
Registered Nurse in 1972. She nursed at the Centre for 
two years then moved to Calgary where she accepted a 
position at the Holy Cross Hospital in the intensive 
care unit. In July 1977 Glenda married George Neufeld 
and they reside in Calgary. 

DA VIn BOLLMAN 
David Bollman married Elsie Tingsley in 1923 who 

had arrived from England and was working in the dis
trict. They took over Phillip and Catherine's 
homestead - David's parents - farm in 1923. They 
had seven children - Gwen, Ellory, Carl, Doreen, 
Keith, Cecil and June and one child died in infancy. 
David and Elsie moved to Carrol, Manitoba in 1937. 
Then they sold out and moved to Brandon in the fall of 
1938. In 1940 David joined the Army - World War II 
and was stationed in Brandon for a while and later in 
Vancouver. He was discharged in 1945 and continued to 
live in Vancouver until his death in 1970. 

FREDERICK BOLLMAN HOMESTEAD F AMIL Y 
Frederick Bollman and his wife Elizabeth and their 

three small sons, Phillip, Henry and Adam came from 
Schweinsburg, Germany in 1888. A fourth son William 
was born two weeks after they landed in Canada. Ac-
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cording to information, they were on passenger lists of 
immigrants which set sail on the steamer "Hamburg" 
from Hamburg, Germany via Liverpool and travelled 
overland arriving in Winnipeg August 3, 1888. 

Frederick - a blacksmith by trade in Germany but 
like the other brothers settled on a homestead in the 
Moline district on N.E. 1/4 sec. 10-14-20. This quarter is 
now owned by Lawrence Bell. Little information is 
known of their early pioneering experiences. 
Frederick Bollman passed away in 1916 and his wife 
Elizabeth continued to live on the farm with her two 
sons, Henry and Adam, until her death in January, 
1931. 

Their oldest son Phillip married May Bonney and 
they had one daughter. 

Henry and Adam lived together on the farm. Nei
ther of them married. Henry passed away in February 
1938 and brother Adam in December 1939 after a short 
illness. 

William the youngest son worked for a short time in 
Joliett, Illinois where he married Jenny Anderson and 
they have three daughters, Isabel, Irma, Lillian and 
one son Kenneth. 

PHILLIP BOLLMAN 
Phillip Bollman - eldest son of Frederick and 

Elizabeth Bollman was born in Schweinsburg, Ger
many in 1884. He came to Canada with his parents in 
1888 and settled in the Moline district. 

In 1913 he married May Bonney of Spring Hill, 
Manitoba, and they lived in a small house on the 
parents farm. They had one daughter - Jean, born at 
Moline. 

In 1923 they left the district and moved to Eden. 
Two years later they moved to the Little Souris dis
trict south of Brandon where they worked for Mr. and 
Mrs. Leslie Jameson. Phillip and May worked for 
farmers in the district for the next few years. In the 
winter of 1934 when jobs were hard to find and wages 
very low - Phillip went cutting wood in the bush near 
McCreary. He and his son-in-law worked together. 
They cut the trees into four foot lengths with a swede 
saw which was worked by hand, then split the tree by 
axe and wedge and piled the wood. A cord of wood is a 
pile four feet wide, four feet high and eight feet long. 
The wood was then picked up by horses and sleighs and 
hauled to wherever there was a sale (market) for the 
wood. For cutting, splitting and piling a cord of wood 
they received $1.50. In the spring of 1938, Phillip and 
May went to work for Jack Cole north of Brandon and 
in the faU of 1938 they moved back to the Moline dis
trict. In 1942 they moved back to Brandon where May 
became employed at the General Hospital for twelve 
years. Phillip died in Brandon in 1952. May is a good 
supporter of the Salvation Army and now resides at 
Fairview Home in Brandon at the age of 87 years. 

MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM BOLLMAN 
William - the youngest son of Frederick and 

Elizabeth Bollman, was born in Canada just two weeks 



after the family arrived from Germany in 1888. After 
attending school, William worked for a short time in a 
boiler factory in Joliett, Illinois. While there he 
married Jenny Anderson who had immigrated to 
Canada from Ugglarp, Sweden in 1910. They returned 
to the Moline district and started farming on S.E. V4 
Sec. 34-13-20, which is now owned by Arthur Peters. It 
was on this farm they raised their family of three 
daughters and one son - Isabel, Irma, Lillian and 
Kenneth. In 1944 they bought the E 1h Sec. 3-14-20 
where Lawrence Bell now resides. 

William passed away suddenly of a heart attack 
Sept. 15, 1948. Ken and his mother continued on the 
farm until the fall of 1957 when they sold to the present 
owner, Lawrence Bell and moved to Brandon. Mrs. 
Jenny Bollman continued to live with Ken until her 
death in March 1959. 

Isabel - the oldest daughter married Frank Pad
dock, a veteran of World War II - formerly of Rivers. 
After their marriage in October 1946 they took up 
farming in the Oak River district. Isabel and Frank 
have been active in all community activities. The Pad
docks have two sons and one daughter Gerald in 
Brandon, Manitoba, John William at Cartwright, 
Manitoba and Janice (Mrs. Harvey Shaw) Snow Lake, 
Manitoba. 

Irma, the second daughter went to Toronto in Oc
tober 1942 to work in a Small Arms factory. She first 
worked on the Lee Enfield Rifle and later transferred 
to Victory Aircraft where she worked as a 'riveter' on 
the wing section of the plane. It was here she met her 
future husband Berkley Rogers of Toronto. Irma and 
Berkley raised a family of two sons and one daughter. 
Berkley Rogers passed away in 1974 after a lengthy 
illness of a heart condition. Irma continues to work 
and make her home in Toronto where her family are 
all married and live nearby. 

Lillian accompanied her sister Irma to Toronto in 
October 1942 and also worked first on the Lee Enfield 
Rifle Small Arms factory and later transferred to Vic
tory Aircraft where she also worked as a 'riveter' on 
the wing section of the plane. It was here she met and 
married George Johnston of Orillia. Lillian and 
George have one daughter now married and living in 
Scarborough, Ontario. George and Lillian live in 
Toronto where George has been an employee of 
General Electric for many years. 

Kenneth the only son of William and Jenny 
Bollman sold the farm in the fall of 1957 and he and his 
mother moved into Brandon. Kenneth was employed 
as truck driver for MacArthur and Son for two and a 
half years, then worked at Munro's carlot for a year. 
In 1955 he transferred to the J. A. Kelly Co. where he 
was employed as a mechanic. In 1965 he joined Bran
don Automobiles and for the past four years he has 
been service manager. 

Ken married Shirley Couch of Rapid City, 
Manitoba. They have a family of four daughters -
Wendy (Mrs. Don Smith) Brandon, Man; Lillian of 
Winnipeg; Beverley of Inuvik, N.W.T. and Darlene in 
her final year of High School. One daughter died in 
,infancy. 
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ROBERT AND ESTHER BOLTON contributed by 
Esther Bolton 

Robert (Barney) Bolton was born at Cartwright, 
Manitoba in 1907, a son of Harry and Rose Bolton. I am 
the former Esther Aitken, born 1906, the eighth child 
of Robert and Jessie Aitken of Baldur, Manitoba. We 
were married in 1929 in Victoria United Church in 
Brandon. 

Barney served as principal at NeeUn, Cloverdale, 
Middlechurch, West St. Paul and Ninga before coming 
to Rapid City as principal in 1957. He remained until 
1965 when centralization of schools took place and 
Rapid City high school students were transported to 
Forrest, Rivers and Minnedosa. Barney went on staff 
at Minnedosa Collegiate and retired in Minnedosa 
after two years forty one years in all, teaching in 
Manitoba. 

Before coming to reside those eight years in Rapid 
City, we sometimes passed through Rapid City and 
thought what a lovely location! The valley reminded us 
of our own home town, nestled in a valley in the Pem
bina Hills. We were so happy when his application was 
accepted. 

By this time, our son Lyall, had finished school and 
was away from home. He married Peggy Ann Reed of 
Oxbow, Saskatchewan and they have four sons and a 
little adopted girl. Their names are: Neil, Mark, Dean 
and Krista. They live at Oxbow where Lyall is an elec
trician. 

Son Dennis was born in 1945 while we were at 
Middlechurch. He finished his schooling at Rapid City. 
He was a member of the Boys Scouts and the first 
camping trip he went with them, up the valley, they 
were deluged with rain. That was a wild night - some 
of the shingles were blown off our house and water 
poured in all over the place. (Quite a reception - only 
two weeks, or there abouts in Rapid City.) However, it 
is an ill wind that blows no one good. The trustees had 
promised to redecorate the lovely old, brick house and 
now the insurance company did it for them! Dennis 
married Vivian Mae Terry of Rapid City. Like his 
Grandfather Bolton he chose store business and has, 
except for a period of six months, worked for Penny
Wise Store in Creighton, Saskatchewan. It has been 
our good fortune to have their children, Darcy and 
Jacqueline, spend a good share of their holidays with 
us. Like grandfather Barney, Darcy enjoys fishing and 
the things of nature - no generation, or two genera
tion gap there! 

Barney, always a relaxed person, enjoyed his gar
dening in summer and playing in an orchestra in 
winter. He had played in orchestras since he was 
seventeen and was happy to join Maurice Miller, 
Barry Foreman, Verne Brown, Frank Shuttleworth 
and Howard Trott. My pleasure was in listening. 

More of my pleasure came in working with the 
group of steadfast, wonderful women of the Women's 
Auxiliary of the Anglican Church - a small but mighty 
group, and I must say, there was never an ill word 
spoken by them of anyone. I formed a lasting 
friendship with Ferne Downey, whom I helped for a 
time with Canadian Girls in Training (C.GJ.T.) - also 
a lovely group of girls. I used to also enjoy Addie Haar-



mans drop-in visits of a morning when she came over 
town with Maria. 

r taught school in Manitoba for fifteen years. When 
r started teaching, one could teach with a grade XI and 
ten months teacher training. Many of us studied on our 
own to obtain grade XII standing and then worked on 
University courses. Teachers salaries in those times 
were such that there wasn't anything left over to at
tend University. During the dirty thirties, some lived 
in tents during the summer months in order to attend 
University and further their standing. How fortunate 
that there are better times and opportunity for lear
ning now. r am most happy to see teachers getting for
mal training to teach special children. I taught a 
special class of children the last year we lived in Rapid 
City and r regretted not having the training to help 
them more. Some of these children are artistic and all 
are loving and have great perseverance. How wonder
ful that today these children are getting recognition. 

We have many happy memories of Rapid City, in 
spite of our stormy initiation. We had a stormy exit as 
well. On July 21, 1965, Rapid City was literally flooded 
between six and seven o'clock. 

THE JOSEPH B. BOLTON F AMIL Y - contributed by 
Bernice (Bolton) Cathcart. 

My father, Joseph B. Bolton was the barber in 
Rapid City from 1905 until his death in 1922. He served 
as councillor and was one of a committee which 
planned and built the original dam over the Little 
Saskatchewan River, providing power for the dynamos 
which supplied the first electric lighting in Rapid City, 
approximately 1920. 

Born in England, he served with the British Calvary 
in South Africa during the Boer War where he con
tracted malaria fever. 

He came to Canada in his early twenties and bought 
the barbershop and billiard hall. After a nine-year 
engagement he married Wilma Grace, third daughter 
of Austin Wilbur Leflar and Mary Jane (Shannon) 
Leflar, pioneers who left their homes in southern On
tario to settle in Rapid City in 1879. 

As a member of the militia he served some weeks 
each year on military duty at Camp Sewel, Manitoba 
and Valcartier, Quebec. He held the rank of Major in 
the Manitoba Dragoons, a cavalry unit. 

In 1914, he was rejected for active duty. Repeated 
attacks of malaria kept him in poor health and led to 
his death at the age of forty-two. 

He was an active member of the LO.O.F. and 
Masonic lodges and to the members of these lodges we 
express gratitude for help during his illness and for 
many years after as growing children. 

My mother, left a widow with three young children 
to raise, decided to take in boarders. Fortunately we 
owned our home and had that security. She was a good 
cook and we were well fed even during the early thir
ties. She gave us every encouragement to complete 
our high school education. Some might remember her 
bay window always full of plants which she enjoyed so 
much. She spent the past seven years with us and 
passed away September 1977 just before her ninety
fourth birthday. 
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Frank won the Governor Generals medal and a 
scholarship to university, but there simply wasn't any 
money for living expenses in 1933. However, in 1946, 
after three years service in the Royal Canadian Air 
Force and earning rank of Flying Officer he was able 
to take advantage of the veterans grant for education 
and with scholarships graduated at the top of his class 
in Electrical Engineering. He has been employed as 
design engineer at Lockheed Aircraft, Missiles Divi
sion, Sunnyvale, California. 

Russell has been an estimator for J. W. Bodner Co. 
mechanical and electrical contractors, in Winnipeg for 
many years. He married Marjorie Hardy, whose 
father was manager of the T. Eaton Creamery in 
Rapid City. Many will remember her swimming abili
ty at the age of twelve, when their family moved to 
Rapid City. 

My life's work has been our family. Edward (Cur
ly) and I were married in 1936 in the face of the depres
sion and sensible people would probably have hesitated 
to take that step. I had worked for Mr. Geo. Clackson 
helping with his bookkeeping, then for two years as 
dry-goods clerk, after Grace Busby and before 
Cassabell Chisholm, in the local department store 
owned and managed by the late C. M. Beattie. We had 
two girls aged three and a half and three months when 
Curly left for overseas duty in October 1940. We were 
living in Winnipeg at the time and he was one of the 
first to enlist with the Queens Own Cameron 
Highlanders. He returned five years later with the 
rank of Company Quarter Master Sergeant 
(C.Q.M.S.), thankfully all in one piece. He had been 
presented with an Oak Leaf and Mentioned in 
Dispatches. Since 1946, we have lived on the west 
coast. He has been employed in building construction 
and as we drive around this area there are a great 
many houses and apartments he can point to as having 
helped to build. 
Our family: 

Kathleen - Teacher, now District Librarian. 
Elizabeth - Assistant Secretary-Treasurer, School 
Board, Merritt, British Columbia, one daughter, Susan 
- R.N., mother of two. Barbara - Teacher 
kindergarten, Beverly - R. N., St. Paul's Cardiac 
unit. Edward Jr. (Ted) - University British Colum
bia, graduate Agriculture, now doing research. 
Patrick - Training in Electronics. 

BORLEY FAMILY HISTORY 
William Borley immigrated from Suffolk, England 

in 1903 and homesteaded near Torquay, Saskatchewan, 
where, in 1911, he married Evelyn Babcock, who 
passed away less than a year later and is buried in 
Mount Green Cemetery. In 1920 he married Roseanna 
Cecilia Le Pot of Ottawa. To them were born three 
children, Leonard Theodore, 1923, Ruby Myrtle June, 
1925, and Louise Marie, 1928. 

In 1937, because of drought conditions, the family 
moved to Woodworth, Manitoba and then in 1940 on to 
Rapid City where they remained until Mr. and Mrs. 
Borley and Keith, an adopted son, retired to Brandon. 
Mrs. Borley passed away in 1967 and Mr. Borley in 1968 
and are buried at Rapid City cemetery - they were 
lifelong members of the Free Methodist Church. 



Ruby Borley finished her high school at Rapid City 
and then joined the W.A.A.F.'s. She was stationed at 
several bases in Canada. After her discharge, she 
attended the Tuxedo Normal School in Winnipeg and 
later taught at Summerville School, near Carberry. In 
1948 she married Thomas Friesen of that district and 
to them were born two daughters - Elizabeth Ann 
(now Mrs. Garry Josephson of Stettler, Alberta) and 
Margaret Irene (now Mrs. Ken Moore of Calgary). 

Ruby was discovered to be suffering from 
Leukemia and passed away at the age of thirty four; 
she is buried in the military plot at Brandon Cemetery. 

Louise went to Winnipegosis as a "permit teacher" 
and later married Walter Little, a young farmer in 
that area. They have one son Dwight, who with his 
wife Diane and two daughters Laura Leigh and Shaw
na Marie, farm in the Winnipegosis area. There are 
also two adopted daughters, Edna, (Mrs. Ed Loewen 
of Brookdale) and Lois of Brandon. Louise and Walter 
have also been foster parents to a number of children 
over the years. 

Keith married Diane Watson of Brandon and now 
lives in Calgary, Alberta where he is employed as a 
truck driver. Keith and Diane have two daughters, 
Lori <and Kim. 

Leonard remained on the farm at Rapid City with 
his parents and completed his high school education. 
In 1946 he married Dawn Radcliffe, youngest daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. John Radcliffe of Rivers. After their 
marriage the Leonard Borleys moved to the farm west 
of town, recently vacated by the Walter Rogers fami
ly, and which had been originally owned by S. L. Head. 
Len and Dawn have six children: Sandra (now Mrs. 
Ron Alexander of Weyburn, Saskatchewan Ron and 
Sandra have four children - Leanne, Timothy, Lisa 
and Linda). Kenneth (who married Bonnie Petley of 
Winnipeg) is now living in Calgary where he is a driver 
for Greyhound Bus Company. Ken and Bonnie have 
one daughter Robin Marie. Jim, married to Sandra 
Oberg of Minnedosa, is farming in the Rapid City dis
trict. Wendy took her nurses' training at the Health 
Sciences Centre in Winnipeg, where she is presently 
employed. In August 1976, she married Stanley Gor
nick of Winnipeg, who is an engineering student at the 
University of Manitoba. Ted and Stephen are still at 
home attending secondary school at Elton Collegiate. 
Len and Dawn also had three infants given to them by 
the Children's Aid Society to raise, and they are: 
Cameron, presently employed in Brandon, Robert, 
who is just completing his secondary schooling at 
Elton and Shawn who is just entering the school 
system at Rapid City. The Borleys family has also had 
a number of children "on loan" from Children's Aid of 
Western Manitoba for varying lengths of time, who 
have brought them much happiness. The Leonard 
Barleys were members of the Free Methodist Church, 
later transferring their membership to the 
Evangelical Church in Minnedosa. 

JIM AND SANDRA BORLEY 
William James Borley was born, raised, and 

educated in the Rapid City community. He graduated 
from Elton Collegiate in 1970. As a youth he was active 
in 4H and hockey. 
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In the winter of 70-71 Jim went north to work in the 
mines at Thompson. In the spring of 1971, he took up 
farming in the Rapid City community, where he rented 
land till 1975, when he purchased the west half of 5-13-
19. 

In August of 1975 Jim married Sandra Oberg, only 
daughter of Fred and Jean Oberg of Minnedosa. Sandy 
is a lab technologist at West-Man Lab. 

MARGARET SHAW (WATSON) BRACEWELL-by 
Arthur Wilson 

Born, March 18, 1855 in Lanarkshire, Scotland, she 
sailed from Glasgow arriving in the Rapid City district 
in September, 1904 with her three teenage daughters 
and a kitten. 

The daughters, Dorothy (Mrs. Tom East), Winnie 
(Mrs. Clive Northcott) and Lucy (Mrs. Herb 
Northcott). Another daughter, Mamie came out in 
1905. She later married John Wilson. 

They came to the farm Sec< 1-13-19, that her son 
Norman had previously bought. Another son, Watson 
owned and operated an ironmonger's shop (hardware) 
in Pebbles, Scotland. 

Mrs. Margaret Bracewell. 



She was amazed that there were no roads, only 
'tracks' in the country and even in the cities like 
Quebec and Montreal 'the streets' were 'uneven and 
unmade', the houses too, seemed to be just put down 
anywhere-no roads up to them. Everything looked 
'primitive' . 

In a letter to her daughter, Mary Elizabeth, who 
was about to arrive at Rapid City from Scotland in 
August, 1905 she advises her to change trains at Bran
don, but not to stop at Varcoe, as the afternoon service 
is very irregular, but to go on to Rapid City and wait at 
the Kelly House for someone to come and pick her up. 

When her family married she moved to Rapid City 
to live. Many of her grandchildren boarded with her 
while attending high-school or writing exams. 

She was a devoted church member and played the 
organ at Hunterville Church for many years and also 
taught piano. "Grannies" house (formerly the Searle 
house) was later moved to the Forrest district, a little 
east of No. 10 highway, where it is still in use today. 

THOMAS BRAMLEY - by Cyril Bramley 
Thomas Bramley was born in Merfield, England on 

July 14, 1877 and came to Canada as a young lad, set
tling in the Rapid City area, where he worked as a 
farm hand. 

On December 5, 1900 he married Elsie Ellen Harris 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Bramley and Florence. 
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and took up farming on N 1f2 of 30-14-19, where they 
raised a family of eight children: 

Ellen born 1902 was the eldest. She died of Scarlet 
Fever in 1903. 

Florence born 1904, trained for a nurse. She 
married Joseph Noon. 

Margaret born 1906, married Gus Basler of Rapid 
City later living in Minnedosa. She died in Feb. of 1962. 

Cyril born 1908, lives on the home farm and has 
never married. 

Reginald born 1909 married Lillian Hales of Rapid 
City and farms east of the home place on NE 29-14-19. 

Merril born July 8, 1911 and died October 20, 1911. 
Muriel born 1913, married Herbert Brown. She lives 

in Brandon. 
Hubert born 1915, the youngest son is married and 

lives in Edmonton and drives a truck for a trucking 
company. 

My parents were Anglican and attended the church 
services held at McBride. My father was fond of music 
and often played for these services. We received our 
education at McBride and Rapid City schools. 

During the years my father made several trips 
back to England to see his friends and family. Father 
died June 5, 1955 and was buried in Rapid City 
Cemetery. Mother passed away on April 27, 1962. 

Since that time I have carried on the business of 
farming alone. I still live in the big brick house that 
my parents built in 1911. 

Several years ago we planted some fruit trees, 
these trees grew well, and several people still come in 
the fall to pick plums from these trees. 

I have seen many changes in farming. I have no 
livestock any more, but still enjoy being able to work 
the land during the summer. 

MR. AND MRS. EARL G. BRANSTON 
Earl was born in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan in 1924, 

going to Melita with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. George 
E. Branston in 1929 where his father was Manager of 
the Royal Bank of Canada. 

Evelyn (Gould) Branston was born on her parents 
farm, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel R. Gould in the Napinka 
area. 

Earl and Evelyn were married at the bride's farm 
home, February 26th, 1947, moving to Gladstone where 
Earl was employed with the Beaver Lumber Co. 
later moving to Decker to manage the Beaver Lumber 
Yard and Hardware Store. 

On November 15th, 1948 Earl and Evelyn purchased 
the General Store known as The United Store from Mr. 
C. McLaren and named it Earl's United Store. 

They have three sons Allan Earl born January 
28th, 1949, Richard George - December 30th, 1954, 
Gregg Blaine - December 25th, 1959 and one grand
daughter, Jennifer Marie. 

Allan received his education at Rapid City and 
Elton Collegiate. After working in Winnipeg and 
Toronto he is presently employed in Brandon. 

Rick received his education in Rapid City and Elton 
Collegiate. In August, 1975 he married Karen Dawn, 
daughter of Beryle and Maurice Miller. After working 
and living in Brandon for two years, they now reside in 



Tilston, Manitoba where Rick is Secretary-Treasurer 
of the RM. of Albert. 

Gregg received his elementary schooling in Rapid 
City and Forrest and is presently finishing his Grade 
12 at Elton Collegiate. 

The three boys were active in sports, especially 
hockey and ball. Allan and Rick were also in Cubs and 
Scouts. Gregg is presently Captain of the Volleyball 
team and attended Volleyball Camp at the Inter
national Peace Gardens this past summer. 

Earl was active on the fire brigade for many years 
refereed hockey in the open air rink, also for three 

years when the new rink opened helped manage a 
junior hockey team was on the United Church Board 
- Chamber of Commerce School Board Town 
Council and was a member of the Corinthian Lodge AF 
& AM. He also ran the movie projector for Saturday 
night shows when shows were held in the old Masonic 
Hall many years ago. 

Evelyn was an active worker in Deborah Rebekah 
Lodge No.9, a Past Assembly Conductor and Past 
District Deputy President. She was also a member of 
the United Church and helped in the choir. 

In March 1965 Earl joined The North American Life 
Assurance Co. as a Life Underwriter and Evelyn and 
the boys continued on in the store. On November 30th, 
1973 after 25 years in business Earl's United Store 
closed its doors and Earl, Evelyn, Rick and Gregg 
moved to their new home north of Forrest in the Glan
ton district where they purchased ten acres from Mr. 
C.A. (Mick) Phillips at the northeast corner of 
Highways 10 and 25. 

JOHN E. BRIDGEMAN HISTORY 
John Ellsmere Bridgeman, Jr. was the eldest son of 

John Ellsmere Bridgeman Sr. and Mary McLaughlin 
Butchart of Rivers, Manitoba. He was born on the 
S.E.1f4 36-12-22 in Daly Municipality, Rivers, on June 2, 
189l. He attended school at Lothair and Rapid City and 
at the age of 11-12 years he delivered newspapers in 
Rapid City. His parents lived in Rapid City from 1903-
1905 and then returned to the home farm at Rivers, 

Bridgeman Thresliing Crew: Left to right Arnold, 
Bill, Allen English, Albert Anderson, Duncan, Charlie 
Mundell, Andy Anderson, Dr. Jim Young, Norman 
Bridgeman in front. 
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were John (more commonly known as Jack) worked 
on the farm. 

In 1916, Jack married the former Sarah E. White of 
Hartney, Manitoba and they began farming at Rivers, 
later moving to a farm at McConnell, Manitoba in 1918. 
During the time they lived at McConnell, Jack drove a 
school van with horses, winters and summer. They left 
there in 1924 for Hartney, Manitoba and farmed there 
until the drought years, moving then to the Moline dis
trict in the spring of 1934 to section 2-14-20, where the 
large barn was, and now owned by Jim Taylor of Rapid 
City. They made the trip with horses in two days and 
drove the cattle in three days from southern Manitoba. 
They bought the N.E. 1f4 of 16-14-20 from R J. 
Underhill in the spring of 1944 and resided there for 28 
years. Jack butchered for Moline beef ring for several 
years, beginning in 1941. 

Jack and Sarah had a family of two daughters and 
seven sons, with one son deceased at an early age. The 
two daughters, Mary and Ethel are listed under the 
McLaughlin and English History. Sons are; Russell, 
William, Lome, Ken, Earl, Arnold, and Norman. 

RUSSELL AND CHARLOTTE BRIDGEMAN 
The eldest of John E. Bridgeman's family, Russell 

E. Bridgeman was born in 1917 and came to Moline 
district with his parents in 1934. He worked for his Un
cle Frank Bridgeman for six years on the farm at 
Rivers. In December, 1941, he went to Vancouver, 
B.C., arriving in that city December 7th, the day that 
the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor and the last day 
before Vancouver's war-time blackout. 

Rejected from service in the Armed Forces, he 
trained to become an Aircraft Riveter and was 
employed at the Boeing Plant on Sea Island in the 
production of the Boeing PBY's. 

In June of 1942 Russell married Charlotte, youngest 
daughter of Anne L. Stoddart, widow of Rev. David A. 
Stoddart. Both Anne and David were from pioneer 
Manitoba families, the former a daughter of Zachary 
Baily of Lothair, Man. 

Russell continued to work at the Boeing Plant until 
April of 1944 when he returned with his wife and infant 
daughter, Yvonne Edna, to Moline to take up farming. 
Two more children, a son James Ellsmere and a 
daughter Elaine Anne, were born during the family's 
stay in the Moline district. On leaving Moline in the 
fall of 1948, Russell was employed by Taylor's 
Transport of Rivers and later by the C.N.R The C.N. 
layoff of 1954, saw Russell take a leave of absence 
from the railroad and apply for admission to the 
Armed Forces, this time being accepted. 

The family moved to Cultus Lake, B.C. near Camp 
Chilliwack, and then to Germany for two years. On 
returning to Canada, Russell was posted to Dundurn, 
Sask. and while there completed a tour of one year's 
duty in Egypt with the U.N. Forces in the Gaza Strip. 
Soon after his return, he was retired from the Armed 
Forces and now lives in Saskatoon, Sask. 

The eldest daughter, Yvonne, is now Mrs. Robert 
Butterfield of Vanscoy, Sask. They have two children, 
David Russell, aged eight and Julie Catherine Elaine, 
aged three and one half years. James is a High School 
teacher at Cudworth, Sask. Elaine is Mrs. Robert 



Audette of Whitecourt, Alberta. They have two chil
dren, Kimberly Elaine, aged three and Clinton Ro
bert aged 6 months. 

BILL AND MARJ BRIDGEMAN 
William B. Bridgeman, was born at McConnell, 

Manitoba in 1920 and moved with his parents from 
southern Manitoba in 1934 to the Moline district. He 
attended the old Moline school and helped on the home 
farm. In 1942 he married Marjorie Louise McLaughlin, 
youngest daughter of the late Thomas and Louise 
McLaughlin of Moline. 

We began farming on S.E. 3-14-20 and in the spring 
of 1943 moved to the Doc Young farm N.E. 5-14-20 at 
Moline, and farmed there for 6 years. In the fall of 1949 
we moved to the Henry Rourke farm, East half 22-14-
20 where we now reside. The winters of 1945-46 Bill 
hauled cream by team and van for the local farmers to 
Rapid City creamery. 

Bill is presently in his 18th year of school bus driv
ing to Rivers for the Rolling River School Division. We 
have both been active in all community organizations; 
Marj put in ten years as a 4-H leader and she is 
presently in her seventh year as Sec. Treas. of the 
Rapid City Agricultural Society. 

We have one son, Norman John married to 
Beverley Newitt; they have one daughter and three 
sons, Cindy, Chad, Marty and Dallas. 

Our eldest daughter, Beverley Louise, is married to 
Barry Newitt who farms at Moline. They have one son 
and one daughter, Bruce and Sheri. 

Our youngest daughter, Phyllis Irene, is married to 
Rodney Veitch and they farm in the Bradwardine dis
trict. They have one daughter and one son, Becky and 
Trevor. 

LORNE A. BRIDGEMAN AND FAMILY 
Lome, was born at McConnell, Man. in June, 1923. 

He moved with his parents to Hartney, Man. in 1924, 
and went to Whitewater school. They moved to Moline, 
Man. in the spring of 1934. He attended Moline and 
Rapid City schools. . 

Lome worked around Moline district for different 
neighbors. He worked for R. J. McLaughlin in 1940 for 
two months for $15.00, plus room and board, and that 
was a good wage then. In Dec. 1942, Lome joined the 
Army and was stationed in Winnipeg and Halifax, N.S. 
Then transferred to the Airforce in the fall of 1943 and 
was stationed at Edmonton, Alta. While in the hospital 
at Edmonton he met his wife, Edith, a nurse in the Air
force. He got his discharge from the service in the 
summer of 1944, and then he worked in a feed mill in 
Edmonton, Alta. 

Lome married Edith Eleanor Murray of Edmon
ton, Alta. on October 25, 1945, and went farming. Our 
first dwelling was at Moline on N.W. quarter of 4-14-20 
until the spring of 1947, then we moved to S.E. quarter 
of 16-14-20. We have four children, three daughters and 
one son. Helen Ruth, Lorna Diane, Harvey Adair, and 
Rena Eleanor. We lived at Moline for thirteen years, 
then moved to Brandon in the fall of 1958 and have 
lived here since. 
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Helen married Albert Peaslee of Souris, Man. in 
1965. They had one daughter, Leanne. Helen re
married in 1970 to Melvin Clack of Minnedosa, and 
they have two daughters, Candace and Corinne, and 
they live in Regina. 

Diane married Brian Bergquist of Brandon in 1969 
and they have one daughter, Sara, and one son, Joshua. 
They live in Clearbrook, B.C. 

Harvey married Heather Chappell of Hamiota in 
1971 and they have a daughter, Alanna. They live in 
Brandon. 

Rena married Ross Carnahan of Brandon in 1968 
and they have two sons, Sean and Bryce.They live in 
Sherwood Park, Alberta. 

KENNETH RAE BRIDGEMAN HISTORY 
Kenneth Rae Bridgeman was born at McConnell, 

Manitoba July 22, 1925. The family moved to Hartney 
in 1926. Ken went to Whitewater school until April 
1934, when the family moved to Moline, Manitoba, and 
Ken went to school at Moline until grade VIII. In 1943 
he joined the army and went overseas in 1944. He was 
wounded in action in Belgium and received his dis
charge in May, 1945. In 1949 he purchased (N.E. 5-14-
20) the late Doc. Young's farm. Five years later he 
purchased the S.E.1f1 5-14-20. 

On May 31, 1952 he married the former Jane 
Margaret Dunlop of Dunrea, Manitoba. They were 
married in Brandon with Rev. H. Rees officiating. 
They lived in Brandon for one year prior to moving to 
Moline to farm in June, 1953. While in Brandon, Ken 
worked for Veteran's Taxi for three years. He is a 
member of the Royal Canadian Legion in Rapid City 
and a member of the C.O.F. He was president of the 
Rapid City Agricultural Society from 1971-76. Ken is 
greatly interested in the horse business and presently 
owns one hundred and ten registered Appaloosa and 
quarter horses. He has been in the P.M.U. business 
since 1965. 

In February 1954 their first child was born, a 
daughter, Keneen Marie. She received her education 
in Moline School from grade I-VI and then went to 
Rivers Elementary School until grade VIII and 
graduated from grade XII at Rivers Collegiate. She 
went to the University of Manitoba for four years 
receiving her degree in Home Economics. On 
September 11, 1976 she married Tom Magnowski of 
Russell, Manitoba, where they now reside. 

On May 21, 1956 a son, Kirk Robert was born. He 
received his education in Moline from grade I - IV and 
in Rivers Elementary School until grade VIII and 
graduated from grade XII at Rivers Collegiate. He 
then went to the University of Manitoba for two years 
receiving his diploma in Agriculture and is now 
employed at Rivers Centre, Agri Services Ltd. Rivers, 
Manitoba. 

On February 22, 1959 a son Kevin James was born. 
He received his grade I in Moline and went to Rivers 
Elementary until grade VIII, then to Rivers Collegiate 
where he graduated in June, 1977. He is now employed 
at the Rivers Co-op Seed Cleaning Plant Ltd., Rivers. 

On March 2, 1962 a son Kelly Rae was born. He 



received all his education at Rivers Elementary 
School completing grade VIII in 1977. 

On June 4, 1964, a daughter, Kimberley Jane was 
born. She is in grade VI at Rivers Elementary School. 

EARL AND EVELYN BRIDGEMAN 
John Earl Bridgeman, was born in the Cameron 

Municipality of Hartney, Man. on April 7,1927, within 
minutes of my twin sister, Ethel. 

I attended Whitewater School for one year before 
moving to Moline with my parents in the spring of 
1934. I attended Moline school until 1943 and then 
worked here and there, eventually worked at Canada 
Packers in Edmonton, Alta., and from there worked 
my way to Vancouver, B.C. and down to Seattle, 
U.S.A. I worked for farmers at Arden, Bernie, Eden, 
and Neepawa, Man. from 1947-1951, also rented a farm 
at Eden, Man. for one year. 

I went to Brandon, Man. in the spring of 1951 and 
worked for Burton Construction for two and a half 
years. I met Evelyn Wingert of Elgin, Man., an L.P.N. 
from Brandon Mental Hospital and we were married 
in September, 1953. We built a house at 1024-3rd St. 
North in Brandon, Man. in 1953 at which we still 
reside. 

I worked for a time with George Stott, Brandon, at 
bulldozing and at George McCulloch's garage in Bran
don before joining the farm staff at the Brandon Men
tal Hospital in 1958. I am still with the Brandon Mental 
Health Centre in the department of Mobile Support. 

We have two daughters, Darcie Nadine and 
Michelle Ethel, both are attending school in Brandon. 

ARNOLD AND GRETA BRIDGEMAN 
Arnold Bridgeman, was born at Hartney, Manitoba 

in 1933 and moved to Moline district the following year 
with my parents. I took my schooling at Moline and 
started work in the C.N.R. shops at Rivers in 1951, 
while helping Dad on the farm at the same time. 

The Vernon Maxwell family moved to Moline in 
August, 1949. I married their eldest daughter, Greta 
Luella on September 20,1952. We moved to Brandon in 
the fall of 1952. Greta worked as a secretary and public 
relations for Labatt's Brewery for nineteen years. I 
worked in the automotive machine shops for J. A. Ked
dy Ltd. and Modern Machine Ltd. until the fall of 1966. 

J. R. Simplot opened up a chemical plant east of 
Brandon in the fall of 1966 and I was employed there as 
an industrial mechanic for nine years. Changed my 
line of work in April, 1975 and went selling farm 
machinery for H. E. Wright Ltd. in Brandon. 

In the spring of 1977 we purchased a farm in the 
McConnell area. This farm is one and one half miles 
from where my father, J. E. Bridgeman farmed 57 
years ago. At the present time I am still selling farm 
machinery, and farming for a hobby. We are living at 
654-23rd. St. in Brandon, where we have resided for the 
past eighteen years. 

NORMAN AND BEVERLEY BRIDGEMAN 
Norman John, son of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Bridgeman 

was born at Lady Minto hospital, Minnedosa, on 
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November 8, 1942. Hi.s wife, Beverley Irene, daughter 
of Mrs. R. J. Newitt and the late Mr. R. J. Newitt 
was born at N.E. half 24-14-21 in the RM. of Blanshard 
on July 4, 1941. Beverley is the grand-daughter of the 
late Mr. Richard Underhill, the first white baby born 
in the Moline district. Norman and Beverley both 
attended Moline school and were active members in 
4-H Clubs. 

They were married by Rev. V. Bowins at Knox 
United Church in Brandon on June 19, 1965. They 
resided at N.E. 22-14-20 at Norman's parents farm 
yard in a mobile home until October, 1975, Norman be
ing engaged in farming and also in farm employment. 
On October 1,1975 we moved to N.E. 16-14-20, the farm 
originally owned by Norman's late grandparents, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. E. Bridgeman and previous to that by 
Beverley's late grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
UnderhilL 

Children born to Norman and Beverley, one 
daughter and three sons. Cindy Rae January 18, 
1968; Chad William - January 19, 1970; Marty John 
August 11, 1974; Dallas Newitt - July 1, 1977. 

JOHN AND ELIZABETH BROWN 
John Brown was born in Ottawa on December 23, 1870. 
His family moved to the Oakburn district when he was 
twelve years old. He worked on his father's farm until 
he homesteaded in the Menzie area in the Rural 
Municipality of Strathclair at the age of twenty nine. 
There, he met Elizebeth Richardson Johnstone of 
Dumfreeshire, Scotland, who emigrated to Canada in 
1909. She was born in January 3, 1889 and moved to 
Winnipeg for at the age of twenty. She worked in Win
nipeg for several years, then went out to Menzie. She 
married John on October 17, 1914. They have three 
children; Margaret Brown of Rapid City, Bettina 
McPhaden of Hamiota and Alexander Brown of Rapid 
City. Margaret and Alexander were born at the farm 
home near Menzie and Bettina was born in the Shoal 
Lake Hospital. 

In 1945, they moved to the Moline District and con
tinued on with farming. John farmed until his death in 
1951 at the age of eighty one. He is buried in the Shoal 
Lake cemetery. In the fall of 1959 they left the farm 
and moved into Rapid City. Elizebeth lived in Rapid 
City until recently, when she moved into the Personal 
Care Home in Minnedosa. 

Bettina married Cedric McPhaden and they have 
five children; Mrs. William (Rosemary) Higgins of 
Crandall, Dianne of Brandon, Roderick, Ian and Ar
nold of Hamiota. One great-grandchild, Chris 
McPhaden, son of Ian and Cheryle McPhaden. 

Margaret and Alex still live in Rapid City. 

MR. JOHN BROWN 
Mr. and Mrs. John Brown came to the Forrest dis

trict from Ontario in 1905 and later to the Petta piece 
district in 1906 on SE 17-13-20. For many years Mr. 
Brown and his son, Selby, owned a steam threshing 
machine and threshed for neighbors - such as the W. 
PeUapieces and J. Stratfords for their help in return. 

Mr. Brown passed away in 1930 at the age of sixty
five years. His son Joshua stayed on the farm until 



1952 when he sold it to Harry and Donald Bate and 
moved to the Oak River district. The Bates still work 
the land. 

Mrs. Brown passed away in 1950 at the age of 
eighty-two. 

They had a family of three daughters and eight 
sons: Wesley, Margaret, Selby, Cecil, Mildred, 
Kenneth, Joshua, Gladys, Ruggles, Reuben and 
Robert. 

HAROLD E. BROWN 
Harold and Dorothy Brown and wee son Norman 

moved from Souris to Moline in July, 1958 when Harold 
took over the position of the Moline Pool Elevator 
manager. 

Three more sons were born to the Browns, while at 
Moline, Bobby in 1958, Timmy in 1961 and Darwin in 
1964. Norman and Bobby started their schooling at 
Moline until the school closed and then continued 
classes in Rivers. Timmy and Darwin began their 
school days in Rivers. 

Dorothy was active in the U.C.W. (United Church 
Women) as a member and two years as president. She 
also served as Sunday School teacher and superinten
dent for some years. 

The Brown family left Moline in April 1971 to make 
their new home at Forrest when Harold took the posi
tion of Pool manager at Smart Siding. In December of 
1972 the Browns moved into their new home at Smart 
Siding where they now reside. 

In 1977, Norman - 20 years old - works for Pool 
Farm Supply in Brandon where he now lives. Bobby -
18 years old - works in Brandon. Timmy 16 years 
old and Darwin - aged 12 attend Elton Collegiate in 
Grades 10 and 7 respectively. 

HAROLD BROWN FAMILY 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Walker Brown, long time 

residents of Arden, after retiring from the farm 
moved to Rapid City in 1948, living there until moving 
to Brandon in 1964 and taking up residence in the Fair
view Personal Care Home. They were members of the 
Anglican Church. Mrs. Brown passed away on April 6, 
1974. Mr. Brown was born in Lincolnshire, England 
and came to Canada and Manitoba as a child. He 
passed away in February 1965. They are both buried in 
Rapid City Cemetery. They had six children; Albert 
Walker (deceased); James William who now lives in 
Winnipeg; Raymond of Kenora, Ontario; Mrs. A. 
Hayton (Evelyn) of Regina; Mrs. D. Milne (Edna) of 
Makinak, Manitoba and Mrs. H. Seaman (Ruby) of 
Saskatoon. 
Albert (Ab) Brown was born in Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan in 1912. He moved to Arden, Manitoba 
with his parents at an early age. He joined the Royal 
Bank on January 13, 1930 and after a short spell at a 
Winnipeg Branch and Cyprus River was transferred to 
the Rapid City Branch on September 10, 1930. He left 
Rapid City for Souris on January 15, 1934 and was later 
at Glenboro, Wawanesa and FUn Flon before enlisting 
in the Royal Canadian Artillery in September, 1940. In 
action near Mt. Etna, Sicily on July 31, 1943 he was 
wounded, in the battle of Agira. He was hospitalized in 

201 

North Africa for two and one half months, then 
proceeded to England. On returning to Winnipeg in 
1944 he served in the Portage and Good Branch of the 
Royal Bank and then was transferred to Souris, as an 
accountant. He was appointed Manager of the Rapid 
City Branch in October, 1951. He was an active 
member of the LO.O.F. Lodge, the Legion and the 
Curling Club. In 1944 he married Jean Robertson of 
Winnipeg who was a member of the U.C.W., Rebekahs 
and Curling Club. They have one daughter Beverley 
(Mrs. R. Russell) of Winnipeg. In 1954 Ab was 
transferred to Melita, Manitoba where he served until 
1961 when he retired due to ill health. He passed away 
in September, 1972 and is buried in the Melita 
Cemetery. 

James William Brown came to Rapid City in 1947 
from Winnipeg and took over the local Blacksmith 
Shop. He also was the International Harvester Dealer 
until 1967 when he moved to Minnedosa and took over 
the dealership there. He retired and moved to Win
nipeg. He married Ethel Varty of Winnipeg in 1948. He 
was a member of the United Church and LO.O.F. They 
have one son William (Bill) who is married and lives 
at Morden, Manitoba. Ethel was very active in Church 
work and was a leader of C.GJ.T. She was a member 
of the United Church Choir. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Brownridge, 40th Anniver
sary, 1959. 

HAROLD BROWNRIDGE 1933-40 
In 1933 Harold Brownridge moved his family from 

the Rugby district to Rapid City settling on the Arthur 
Dennis farm 1 ~12 miles south of Rapid City. 

In keeping with the community spirit of those days, 
the Rugby neigbors helped move all the farm and 
household effects. 

We remember the thirteen miles spent driving the 
cattle as an Endurance test. We remember too, Bert 
Shelvey rescuing our pet dog, Kelly, from freezing to 



death. Kelly got lost coming home and Bert took him 
into John Cundys to thaw him out. 

Jean Audrey and Bill attended the large school 
while Mary and Keith went to the cottage school. In 
winter we drove a team of black driving horses hitched 
to a bale sleigh. It was easy for new kids like us to 
make friends, the "town kids" loved to "hitch a ride" 
with us and walk back to town. And didn't all our com
pany enjoy our unique way of crossing the river in 
summer; a trolley cable car with a seat attached. It 
zipped you across in no time flat. 

Living on the riverbank, we had our own fishing 
hole. We so well remember Mother's excitement over 
her first catch. 

Two little sisters joined the family, Gwen, who was 
born at the Bracewell home, with Mrs. Bracewell nurs
ing mother and baby. Shirley was born at the home of 
Thomas Parker. Their daughter Molly, who was a 
trained nurse attend~d them. Dr. 1. K. GUhuly was the 
attending physician. Summers sped busily by. 

July and August were spent putting up hay for the 
cattle as well as the light and heavy horses which we 
raised. Neighbors Frank Newitt, Wm. Blake, Tom 
Swann and John Anderson and Dad worked together to 
farm a harvest co-operation, using Dad's treshing out
fit. In those days the men often had to walk two-three 
miles to just start harvesting for the outfit was left 
out in the field the night before. 

In the spring of 1937 we moved to the Stady farm in 
the Oakleigh District. Bill, John, Mary and Keith 
attended school there. The school was the hub of all 
social gatherings. Kotelos Orchestra from Rivers 
often supplied the music for the dances. 

Murray was born at Minnedosa hospital in 1939. 
Mother was raised an only child but she managed to 

raise nine children. Her uncle, Wm. Ford who raised 
her, lived with the family and assisted as a family 
member. 

The family moved back to Elton municipality north 
of Forrest in 1940. 

GORDON N. BURNELL AND ADRIENNE J. 
BURNELL 

We came from the W. half of 23-14-21 in Blanshard 
Municipality to the Moline District and the Frank 
Prout farm, W. half of 20-14-20 in April, 1937 along with 
our daughter Joyce Marie wQo was born on the farm in 
Blanshard and son Howard Paul born in Hamiota 
Hospital. 

To go back to former ownership of land - The 
Dominion Lands Grant was given to Wm. Dick in May, 
1898 for S.W. quarter of 20-14-20 and in December, 1903 
for N.W. quarter of 20-14-20; then in January, 1921 the 
Deed of Land was granted Wm. F. Prout, the price be
ing $9,600.00. The Huron & Erie Mortgage Co. granted 
us our Deed in October, 1938. In the spring of 1949 we 
purchased S.E. quarter of 18-14-20 from R. G. Hunter, 
better known as the Peter Kahler farm. 

Adrienne was born in Daly Municipality on N.W. 
quarter of 34-12-21 to Dirk Vandermaas who im
migrated to this country from the Netherlands in the 
early 1900, and Johanna Sara Marie (Van Arenthals) 
Vandermaas, immigrating a few years later. A note of 
interest - my parents were married by proxy as in 
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those years it was not considered proper for an un
married lady to travel such a great distance alone. 
After the death of my mother, at the age of thirty-eight 
at the Ninette Sanitorium in 1922, I made my home 
with Mr. and Mrs. E. G. (Ted) Short of Pettapiece. 
Receiving my education at Medina and Rapid City 
schools. Father died in 1960 age seventy-four - he 
farmed in the Moline and Rapid City districts and in 
the early 1940's went to live in St. Boniface. 

Gordon was born in Gilbert Plains area, was 
orphaned while quite young, and as a result of this 
commenced working out early in life and therefore 
was an infrequent pupil at school. 

Our daughter, Joyce, received her education at 
Moline and Balmoral Hall Winnipeg and graduated as 
a Registered Nurse from Brandon General Hospital. 
In 1956 she married Herb Hardy of Somerset, they 
have three sons Darrell, Cameron, Ian and one 
daughter Deborah, the family resides in Winnipeg. 

Our son, Howard, has the distinction of having 
worked for Alkavik Construction clearing the right of 
way for the railroad from Sipewisk to Thompson and 
the beginning of the townsite. In 1961 he married 
Loretta Zirk of Calgary, they have two sons Alan and 
Jeffrey. They live in Calgary, Howard had his own 
business as owner-operator, specializing in oil-field 
hauling, moving pipeline and construction equipment. 

We spent thirty-seven enjoyable years in the Moline 
District, both in farming aspect and in giving our sup
port to the local organizations; Gordon - the school 
board, seed club, Co-op store and elevator and is a 
charter member of the Forresters Lodge. Adrienne 
as an early 4-H Economics leader and member of the 
Women's Institute for approximately a quarter cen
tury. 

We retired from farming May, 1974 and went to live 
in Brandon having sold our farm to James and Iris 
Kooting. 

JAMES BURNELL 
Jim Burnell was born at Strathclair in 189l. He 

married Margo Hacke, daughter of Mrs. Ted Short. 
They farmed in the Moline district for several years 
before moving into Rapid City. They had two of a fami
ly, Edward (Ted) and Beth. 

They lived in a portion of Miss Eleanora Short's 
house prior to moving into the Blackurn house. Margo 
and Jim were friends to young and old. Many good 
times were enjoyed in their yard with weiner and corn 
roasts and often card games indoors. Jim was 
caretaker of the old skating rink and always had time 
to tie and tighten skates for anyone who asked. Margo 
passed away in 1946. 

Ted married Thelma Thiessen and lives in Bran
don. Beth married Kris Jorgenson of Redvers, 
Saskatchewan where they reside. 

Jim remarried, marrying Joan Barber, daughter of 
Jim and Emily Barber. Joan is known for her friendly 
ways and beautiful flowers that she grows. Their yard, 
each summer, enhances the highway street. 

They have two children. Faye married to Morley 
Cornish, lives in Rapid City and Ron, married to Linda 
Thompson, lives near Brandon. 



JAMES R. BURLAND 
James R. Burland was born Sept. 13, 1885 in 

Quebec, Que. He married Setma Basler in 1879. After 
farming south of Rapid City for a short time, they 
moved into Rapid City where they had a furniture 
store. Mr. Burland was undertaker until retirement. 
He passed away in 1930. Mrs. Burland passed away in 
1953. Both are buried in Rapid City Cemetery. 

They had six children: 
Robert Benjamin, born in Rapid City in 1882. He 

pany in Calgary. Ben died in 1967. 
Lena, born 1866 - died 1866. 
Gertrude, born 1884 in Rapid City. She taught 

school, married Dr. Mulvey in 1913 and died in Vic
toria, B.C. in 1966. She was buried in Rapid City 
Cemetery. 

Russell, was born in Rapid City in 1887. He married 
Helen Rowand. He was chief ticket agent with C.P.R. 
in Regina, Sask. They had two sons. Russell, with his 
wife Helen, lives in Victoria, B.C. 

George Burland, born 1889 in Rapid City, married 
Olive Trotter of Brandon. George was a grain buyer in 
Rapid City at the time of his death in 1920. They had no 
family. 

William Burland, born in Rapid City, 1892, married 
Alice Quail. They had three children: Bill was a bank 
manager with the home Bank until it ceased operating, 
then he was an insurance agent with London Life 
Comapny, first in Brandon, then in Calgary. Bill 
passed away in Calgary, in 1969. 

The Burland family all received their education in 
Rapid City. 

THE ALEXANDER BURR FAMILY 
Alexander Burr was born in Aberdeenshire, 

Scotland in 1888, the tenth child in a family of eleven. 
In 1908, he and a friend crossed the Atlantic to New 
York on a cattle boat. 

Alex Burr as Watkins Salesman. 
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They travelled together all over the U.S.A. working 
at "odd jobs", including some time spent on the 
building of Boulder Dam (now called Hoover Dam). In 
1912 Alex decided to try his luck in Canada and came to 
Winnipeg where his brother, William, and family and 
his sister, Helen, were living. He got work as a street
car conductor. When World War I broke out, he 
enlisted, and saw duty overseas. After the war, he 
came back to Winnipeg, and shortly after, came to 
Rapid City Basswood areas as a Watkins Salesman. 

In 1923 he married Agnes Argo. Agnes was born in 
Aberdeenshire, Scotland in 1896, and came to Winnipeg 
in 1922 along with her parents and six of her eight 
brothers and sisters. Her father was a streetcar con
ductor there for many years. 

They made their first home in Rapid City in the 
stone house on the hill south of the school (which is 
now the museum). They purchased a farm, the N. half 
of 31-13-19, in 1925 and later acquired the S.E. quarter 
of 1-14-20. Alex lived on the farm until the time of his 
death in 1945. He drove the school van for the west side 
of Centreview School district for twelve years, start
ing in 1932. The children were transported to school in 
Rapid City. Transportation was by car in summer, the 
first being a model T Ford. In winter it was by covered 
van, made from wood and canvas, built on a sleigh, a 
little tin heater in one corner for warmth, and pulled 
by a team of horses. In Spring, travel was by stone
boat or wagon until the roads dried. The winter road 

The winter school van; left to right, Bill Burr, Mr. 
Alex Burr, Mrs. Burr, Helen, Peter. 

Spring school van, Standing, Alex Burr, Jean and 
Mac Westwood, Seated, Peter Burr, Fred Hindsburg, 
Bill Burr, Elsie Hindsburg, Margaret Burr. 



Alex Burr's School van. 

was across the fields by the most direct route. In 1932 
students, besides his own, were the children of the Deg 
and MacDougall and Newhouse families and later the 
W. A. Westwoods and Heinsburgs. 

Mrs. Burr remained on the farm unti11957 when she 
moved into Rapid City. She is presently living in the 
Legion Gardens, and is still active in the V.C.W. and 
Legion Auxiliary. 

They have two sons and two daughters. All received 
their education in Rapid City. 

Margaret, born in 1926, was a local telephone 
operator for six years. She married Roy Phillips of the 
Tremaine District in 1949 and they have four sons; 
Kenneth, Brian, Douglas, and Gary and four 
daughters; Nancy, Catherine, Dianne and Marlene. 

William was born in 1927. He took over the running 
of the family farm after his father's death in 1945. In 
1957 he married Alva Hartley of Brandon. They 
remained on the farm until 1975 when they purchased a 
mobile home and moved into Rapid City. Bill con
tinues to operate the farm. They are both active in 
their community. Bill is a member of the I.O.O.F. 
Legion, and Masonic Lodges and is active in curling 
and golfing. Alva is a member of the Eastern Star and 
the V.C.W. They have two children, both received their 
education in Rapid City and Elton Collegiate. Laura, 
born in 1958, graduated from grade twelve in 1976 and 
is presently working in an office in Calgary. Alex
ander, born in 1961, is in grade ten at Elton. He is ac
tive in school sports, hockey and baseball. 

Peter was born in 1931. After leaving school, he 
spent a few years working as a labourer in 
Saskatchewan. He returned home to help on the farm 
for a short while, then in 1954 he enlisted in the Royal 
Canadian Navy . "He served twenty years, retiring in 
1974. He married Mary Chillcott of Victoria, B.C. in 
1969. They own a wooded lot near Sooke, on Vancouver 
Island and have recently finished building a home 
there, using lumber made from trees cut from their 
own lot. 

Helen, born in 1936, attended Normal School in Win
nipeg. She taught school at Solsgirth and Neepawa 
before going to Victoria, B.C. where she worked for 
the Bank of Commerce. She married Keith Dinsdale of 
Victoria in 1962. They have two children, Katrina 
and Geoffrey, both in school. 
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THE ERNEST BUSBY FAMILY HISTORY-by Nora 
(Busby) Northam 

My father, Ernest Busby was born in Clevely, 
England in 1879 and came to Canada with a companion 
in 1903. They found work in Manitoba and British 
Columbia, and in 1906 they returned to England. In 
1907 Ernest married Emily Husbands who was born at 
Aston-on-Trent, Derbyshire. She was a violinist and 
sang in the Cathedral Church choir in Derby. They 
took over the 'Rock of Gibraltar' and 'English Inn' in 
Oxford and ran a livery business. Their daughters, 
Nora Edith and Flora were born there and we got a lot 
of teasing from our schoolmates when we said we 
were born at the Rock of Gibraltar. In 1912 they 
returned to Canada due to ill health, promising to 
return, but the promise was never fulfilled. Their in
tentions were to sail on the liner 'Titanic', but for
tunately we had to wait and come on the 'Laurentic' 
two weeks later. We followed the same route and saw 
wreckage of history's great marine disaster. In 1912 
Dad took a farm job with Clarence George at Rapid Ci
ty, having to sell Mother's violin for train fare. We 
took up residence on the Peplow farm south of town 
with second-hand furniture and very little supplies. 
Mother made butter and sold eggs to customers in 
town. Our sister Grace was born in 1912 and Gertrude 
in 1915. We moved to the Oakleigh district in 1916 
where we attended school. Our only brother, Ernest 
was born in 1918 during a three day storm. In the 
spring, Dad was employed with 'Lochart and 
Birkinshaw' and remained in Rapid City for ten years. 
He landscaped the War Memorial ground, and worked 
on the telephone premises during the years they won 
top honors for the best kept premises. He planted the 
fir trees around the cemetery and it was his idea to 
keep them trimmed as they are today. Prince of Wales 
peonies were sent across Canada after the first World 
War, and Dad kept these in his garden until they could 
be planted in the proper place in the memorial 
grounds. 

We all received our education at Rapid City and I 
recall many happy hours spent at the home of one of 
my teachers, Phillip Grove, with his wife and 
daughter, May. We with our parents were members of 
the St. Thomas' Anglican Church. Mother was 
treasurer for the W.A. for 15 years and also a member 
of the Red Cross and Legion Auxiliary. Memories are 
turned back to the burning of outhouses and a dummy 
of the Kaiser on main street. The Duke of Devonshire 
visited -the school and we welcomed the Boys in 1919. 
Mayor E. E. Riesberry gave the address of Welcome 
at the first banquet when the C.G.I.T. was formed. 
Edith and I were members of the Deborah Rebekah 
Lodge. I was a fifty-year member in 1977. 

I worked in the municipal office with George 
Clackson and also with the Manitoba Telephone 
System. I married John Northam, son of John and Ada 
Northam in 1933. The wedding was in St. Thomas' 
Church with Rev. C. G. M. Littler officiating. My hus
band was a government cream-grader for fourteen 
years and also butter-maker at Melita. He became 
manager and retired in 1969. We still reside at Melita 
and our family of six, Nonie, Marion, Bryon, Ted and 



Jacquie are all married and scattered across Canada. 
Their history is in the John Northam Jr. file. 

Edith was chief operator for the Manitoba 
Telephone System. In 1942 she married Alexander 
Wilson, employed with the Itoyal Bank, Rapid City. 
They moved to several towns and it was in Manitou 
that their twins, Nancy and Brian were born in 1946. In 
1950 Alex was made manager of the Rapid City 
Branch, also Roblin, FUn Flon and retired from the 
Minnedosa Branch in 1970. They built a new home in 
Rapid City but Edith passed away in 1970 and is buried 
in the Rapid City cemetery. Alex moved to Spruce 
Grove, Alberta. Nancy graduated from the Winnipeg 
General Hospital in 1967. She married Robert Kiss and 
they reside in Edmonton with their three children, 
Jennifer, Laura and Scott. Brian is employed at the 
Edmonton International Airport and resides in that 
area with his wife, Judy and their three daughters, 
Tracy, Leah and Alexandria. 

Flora had ambitions to become a nurse but due to ill 
health was unable to fulfill this. She worked as 
nursemaid in Brandon for a doctor's family. In 1933 
she married Leslie Phipps and they have two 
daughters, Elva Joyce (Mrs. Cecil Maxwell), Brandon 
and Edith (Mrs. Maurice Henchey), San Francisco. 
Joyce has two sons Lindsay and Blair. 

Gertrude left Rapid City in 1936 to reside at the 
home of her sister Grace Kemp of Swan River. She 
worked at Percy Woodward's Bakery. She married 
Henry Mullin in 1937. They lived at Swan River for 14 
years and had five sons; Birkett Ernest, 1938 
(deceased in 1939), Arnold Henry, 1940, Allan Busby, 
1942, Terence James, 1945 and Ian Douglas, 1948. In 
1951 they bought the bus depot and lunch counter at 
Boissevain, and lived there until selling out and mov· 
ing to Calgary in 1961. Their daughter Kimberly Dawn 
was born in 1959. Arnold and his wife, Carole Innis of 
Red Deer, Alberta, live at Whitehorse, Yukon with 
their two children. Allan and his wife Nancy Ann 
Robertson, of Killarney, Manitoba have two children 
and own a motel at Radium, British Columbia. 
Terrance married Isolde Koeng of Calgary and they 
have a family of two. They reside at Calgary. Ian and 
his wife Joan Vickston, Whitehorse, Yukon live at 
Williams Lake, Alberta and they have one child. 
Kimberly plans to take up engineering at the Universi· 
ty of Calgary in 1977. 

Grace married Cyril Kemp, who was employed at 
Beattie's store in Rapid City. They lived in Swan River 
and Minitonas before moving to Flin Flon in 1941. They 
have three daughters, Gertrude married Rev. J. D. 
McClintock. They have two children and they livE(at 
Brockville, Ontario. Celia and her husband Larry Dix· 
on have two children and they live at Sherwood Park, 
Alberta. In 1968 Grace and Cyril took up residence at 
Amherstview, Ontario. 

Ernest Busby Jr. enlisted in the 71st. Battery in 
1939 at Brandon. He served in England, Africa, and at
tained the rank of Sergeant in the Italian campaign. He 
later went to France, Belgium and Holland. In 1945, he 
joined the H.B. Mining Co. at Flin Flon. He married 
Elva McMurray and raised a family of five children. 

Susie Hilda was born at Rapid City in 1920. She was 
employed at the Royal Bank there until transferring to 
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Souris. She married Mort Diehl in 1947. They have one 
daughter, Karen. Mort passed away in 1950. Sue and 
Karen moved to Brandon and she was employed at 
Eaton's. In 1959 she married Leslie Reid, Brandon. Sue 
passed away in 1967 and is buried at Brandon. Karen 
has two children and she and her husband, Bradley 
Watson of Brandon reside at Wetaskiwin, Alberta. 

Mother passed away in 1942 at the age of 61 and 
father passed away in 1974 at the age of 94. They are 
both laid to rest in the Rapid City cemetery. 

ERNEST BUTCHART 
Ernest was the son of George McLaughlin 

Butchart, hardware merchant in Rapid City. George 
was born in 1885 and died in 1937. His wife's name was 
Ellen. They arrived in Rapid City about 1878, travel
ling up the Assiniboine River by boat. 

Aleta Jean Whyte, wife of Ernest Butchart, was the 
daughter of John Whyte and Lucy Ann Whyte. John 
Whyte was a teacher for a number of years and follow
ing this was the postmaster. 

Other children in the John Whyte family were Lot· 
tie, Ethel, Mabel and Myrtle. Myrtle is still living and 
is now 95 years old. She makes her home in the ex
tended care ward of Kelowna General Hospital, 
Kelowna, B.C. 

Aleta, Ernest's wife taught school for four years in 
the 1920's before taking a teaching position in Win
nipeg. 

Ernest's grandfather was David Butchart and he 
was the first tailor in the late 1800's. His aunt, Susie 
Watson, operated the first millinery shop in Rapid City 
in the late 1800's. 

THE THOMAS JOHNSON BUTCHART FAMILY 
T. J. Butchart and his wife Ethel Holding came 

from Owen Sound, Ontario in 1901. In his early days in 
Rapid City he was in charge of the C.P.R. Station and 
had he continued with the railway his seniority would 
have given him the opportunity to be Station Master of 
Winnipeg. 

Leaving the C.P.R. he entered the hardware 
business with his father·in·law Charles Holding and 
later worked with George Haslen. 

In the 1940's he sold the hardware and moved to 
Winnipeg to make his home and work for his son·in· 
law, who operated a hardware store on Osborne 
Street. The Butcharts had four daughters and a son. 

Nora, who married Ernest Turnbull. A prisoner of 
war in W. W. I, they farmed under the "Soldier 
Settlement" until he became a British American Oil 
Traveller. They had three children, Claire of Toronto, 
Barbara of Winnipeg and James of Wpiterock, B.C. 

Edith married Cameron Massey a:n insurance ad
juster of Winnipeg. Their children are Beverly of 
Toronto, Sally of Vancouver and Allan of Toronto. 
Widowed in 1962 she became the wife of Hume Lee and 
make their home in Grand Forks, North Dakota. 

Jean married Melvin P. Johnson, a Royal Bank 
manager. He retired from banking and does account
ing for Winnipeg firms. Their children are Margaret, 
Karen and Paul. 



Mary married A.E. (Ted) Smith in 1940 in Win
nipeg. For a record five years he was rector of st. 
Thomas Anglican Church in Rapid City. In 1941 they 
moved to North Dakota where he became rector of St. 
Georges Church, Bismark and held the record there 
for a twenty-three year ministry. In 1966 he moved to 
Fargo, becoming a Cannon of Gethsemane Cathederal 
and retiring in 1972. 

Robert married Pat Smith of Toronto. A widower in 
1974, he is employed by the Canadian Tire Co. of 
Canada. They had one daughter, Ethel named after her 
grandmother. 

Mrs. Butchart was an accomplished rider and often 
rode horses in and about early Rapid City: Mr. 
Butchard was a life member of Corinthian Lodge, A.F. 
& A.M. and was Deputy Grand Master of the Grand 
Masonic Lodge at the age of thirty five. He was Mayor, 
Councillor and a member of the Board of Elders of the 
Methodist Church for many years. Mrs. Butchart 
passed away in 1939 and T. J. in 1960. They are buried 
in the Rapid City Cemetery. 

CHARLES E. BUTLER-by his daughter Emily 
Jackson 

Mr. Chas. E. Butler came to Rapid City in the 
1890's to a homestead south west of the town. He 
worked for a man called Varcoe and the homestead 
was later called Varcoe's Crossing. Mrs. C. Butler who 
was expecting was not able to make the ocean trip 
with her husband. Later she joined her husband while 
the children remained with the grandparents until they 
were able to make the journey. Mr. Butler 
homesteaded for seven years, working with oxen and 
living in a "soudie" (sad house). Being a greenhorn, he 
had to work very hard but eventually obtained the 
deeds for the homestead. He gave them to Mother and 
despairing of farming any longer, left for Brandon. 
Mother waited till spring when she took her five 
children and travelled by bob sleigh to Brandon. 
Mother had taken a steer for sale. Dad had moved to 
Winnipeg, so Mother gave the deeds to the hired man 
Watts and asked him to return. We travelled to Win
nipeg and stayed at the C.P.R. HoteL Mother con
tracted typhoid fever and had to go to a hospitaL 
Because of her serious illness, she was unable to 
speak, so the C.P.R. manager had to ask the children 
as to the whereabout of their father. I was seven at the 
time and told him that father made mattresses. 
Through careful searching, the doctors located Mr. 
Butler at Banfields Furniture Co. Father obtained a 
house, Banfields furnished it and the family moved in. 
Mother was quite ill for some months so it was up to 
the children to care for the household. Dad left for 
Qu'Appelle where he worked for a furniture store. 
Some time later, mother and the children joined him 
in Qu' Appelle. 

I am 84 years old now and am living in a home in 
Winnipeg. I have lived through two cyclones, the terri
ble flu outbreak and the Depression and certainly 
know what it is like to do without. My husband died in 
1945. I raised a family of four boys and two girls; have 
twenty-one grandchildren and four great
grandchildren. 
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FLOYD CAMPBELL HISTORY 
Floyd Campbell, second son of Roy and Florrie 

Campbell was born in Rapid City. He received his 
schooling, mainly at Roseneath and Rapid City. In his 
earlier years, he worked in construction and as an 
oilwell driller in Alberta. In December of 1953 he 
returned to Rapid City and married the former Joyce 
Neilsen. They took over the former Alex Greig farm in 
1954 and are presently residing there. They have four 
children Carol, the oldest, presently living at 
Revelstoke, B.C. twin girls, Vicki, just graduated 
from Rivers Collegiate and Trudy (now Mrs. Donald 
Ironside) of Rivers and one son Corey, still at home. 
The girls started school at Moline until it closed in 1966 
and then finished their schooling at Rivers Elemen
tary and Rivers Collegiate. 

THE PETER CAMPBELL F AMIL Y 
Peter Campbell, eldest son of Alexander Campbell 

and Jane McGibbon, was born November 11, 1853 at 
Campbellton, Ontario. On March 20, 1879 he married 
Elizabeth McMillan, daughter of Mary Purcell and 
John McMillan of Dorchester County, Ontario. In 1879 
they left the county of Elgin, Ontario to come to the 
McBride District where they farmed the south half of 
19-15-19. 

On January 2, 1880 John Alexander was born, and he 
lived until December 23, 1881. It was on October 12, 
1881 that Minnie Jane was born. When she was about 
six months old fire destroyed their home. Peter had 
gone by horseback to Rapid City for mail and 
groceries. Mrs. Campbell took all the furniture from 
the house to the garden. She then took the baby to the 
pig-pen to keep warm. The wind changed and when 
Peter returned; there was no house and only one piece 
of furniture, a cedar chest, left. In April, 1883 Annie 
arrived, followed by the second John Alexander on 
August 16, 1886 and then Duncan, March 2, 1888. It was 
not until July 24, 1896 that the last child, Susan, 
arrived. 

In 1885 Peter Campbell was elected as councillor to 
represent ward three, in the Rural Municipality of 
Saskatchewan. In 1886 he was elected Reeve. He held 
this position until 1889, when he resigned to move to 
the Alemeda Valley, near San Fransisco, California 
(Hayward), for health reasons. With the exception of 
the two years spent in California, Mr. Campbell 
resided in Rapid City and district until his tragic early 
death in November, 1908 at the age of fifty-five. 

Mr. Campbell owned and operated Campbell's 
Livery, Feed, and Sale Stable. He also owned the 
Butcher shop and drugstore. 

During the time the Campbells lived on the farm, 
the children attended McBride school. The family 
attended Cadurcis Church. At the time of the 75th an
niversary in 1958, there were three generations of 
Peter Campbell's family present. 

Mrs. Campbell continued to live in Rapid City after 
her husband's death, until her daughter, Annie, then 
Mrs. W.W. Currie, and family moved to Neepawa in 
1919. She continued to live with the Currie family until 
her death in Hamiota in 1936 at the age of eighty-six. 
Mr. and Mrs. Campbell are both buried in Rapid City 
Cemetery. 



Minnie Campbell married Robert Hedley of Oak 
River on September 12, 1905. They farmed two and a 
half miles east of Oak River until Mr. Hedley's tragic 
death in a car-train accident at Makinak, in 1928. 
There were two sons born of this marriage, Harold and 
Robert. Harold married Ruth Lindsay of Hamiota and 
farmed his father's farm until 1973, when they moved 
to Victoria, B.C. They have two children, Judith and 
David. Judith married Gordon Bradley of Bradwar
dine. They now live at Lantzville, B.C. They have two 
daughters and a son. David is also married living in 
Vancouver, B.C. Robert took teacher training, 
teaching at Moline. From there he enlisted in World 
War II. In 1941 he married Irene Edmunds of Tisdale, 
Saskatchewan, who was a nurse at Portage la Prairie. 
On returning to Manitoba, Robert returned to universi
ty to obtain his B.A., B.Sc., M.Sc. and PhD. He is now 
Dr. Hedley in the Education Department of the 
University of Manitoba. They have three daughters 
Donna, now Mrs. J. Frend; Glenda, Mrs. Parker 
Filmore and Heather who is 14 and still at home. 

Annie Campbell is written about in the W.W. Currie 
history. 

Duncan married Ella May Harper in 1907. They 
later moved to Alberta, residing in several towns 
before settling at Turner Valley where Duncan owned 
a butcher shop. They had three children Leon, who 
died in 1967 at the age of 59; Vida Beth who died in 1916 
at the age of six; Danny, resides in Calgary. He had 
four children, all of whom are married. Both Duncan 
and Ella are now deceased. 

John Campbell married Beatrice Phillips in 1909. 
They also moved to Alberta, to Red Deer and later to 
Calgary, where John had a butcher shop. They have 
three sons Harry, who was an electrician at the 
Calgary Airfield and now retired. He has four sons. 
Three of the boys are married with families. Ray lives 
in Didsbury, Alberta where he owned a store, but is 
now retired. He has two daughters who are married 
with families. Beatrice Campbell is in a nursing home 
in Didsbury and is 95 years old. John is now deceased. 

Susan, who became a registered nurse, married 
Frances George Hayden of Winnipeg on November 20, 
1924. They lived in Winnipeg unti11936 as Frank was 
manager of Graham Paige Motors. They then moved 
to Regina. They have one daughter, Shirley 
Marguerite, who is a Home Economist graduate. She 
married William Lee Drake of Los Angeles, California 
They now reside at Bothell, Washington, U.S.A. They 
have two children; Bill Jr. and Susan. 

WILLIAM CAMPBELL FAMILY HISTORY-by their 
daughter, Mrs. Olive Devine. 

My father, William Campbell was one of eight 
children born to Robert and Margaret Campbell of 
Owen Sound, Ontario. They and their family moved out 
to High Bluff, Manitoba. My father was seven years 
old when they homesteaded to Rapid City, one mile 
south of the correction line. They farmed there for 
many years, later moving to Minnedosa. 

They had many encounters with the Indians who 
were very vicious and would work their way into the 
house, and grandmother would chase them out with a 
broom. After awhile she became a friend of the 
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squaws and took them many bags of flour, sugar and of 
course, their favorite tea, whenever the squaws 
were ill. Grandfather was the first man to have horses 
in the district. They used oxen and walking plows in 
the fields. They went to Winnipeg and Portage for 
their flour, walking most of the way. Grandmother's 
living room stove was most interesting as it was a full 
cord wood length long, making the room very cozy and 
warm. 

My father married the former Georgina Stephenson 
at Brandon in 1894. From this union there were three 
children, myself, Olive and my two brothers, Clifford 
and Roy. We received our schooling at the first school 
at Little Saskatchewan in the Pettapiece district. 
Father farmed in the Rapid City area - ran a 
threshing outfit for many years in the Moline, Rapid 
City and Petta piece districts. He was only 15 years old 
when he first started with a large gang of men, 
sometimes as many as thirty threshing with his 
father's outfit. They spent their later years in 
Minnedosa. 

We, as children, loved the big day at the Rapid City 
fair grounds, taking part in the races and enjoying the 
picnic lunches, but most of all we loved the highland 
games with bagpipes. Mr. Alex McKinnon was the 
piper. It was most interesting as he was a relation of 
ours and the bagpipes were new to us. In the summer 
for fun we had ball games and in the winter we had 
dances in the homes. The living rooms were cleared 
out and with local talent, we danced until the early 
hours. My father was Master of Ceremonies and for 
many years was known for calling off square dances. 
After his retirement my brother Clifford took his 
place. 

Myself, being the eldest went to work in 1927 for 
Bradstreets in Regina. I left there and went to Win
nipeg to train as an Elliott Fisher Operator. In Oc
tober, 1929 I married Harold Devine and we moved 
directly to Vancouver. In 1938 we moved to Victoria 
and are presently retired here. 

Roy, the second eldest, spent most of his years in 
Rapid City and for a number of years operated a gar
age there. In the Fall of 1962 he retired to Brandon un
til his death in 1963. 

Clifford, the youngest, also spent most of his years 
in Rapid City as a mechanic. In his later years, he 
moved to Minnedosa and is presently retired there. 

MR. AND MRS. S. J. CAMPBELL 
Stan, Marj. and family moved to the Moline Com

munity in August 1948. Stan was replacing Mr. Jack 
Stanton as buyer for the Manitoba Pool Elevators, as 
Mr. Stanton was retiring. 

Stan was born and educated at Sinclair, Manitoba 
and came north in the later part of the 'thirties'. Marj. 
(nee Cuthbert) was born north of Cardale in the 
Marney district where she received her elementary 
schooling, later taking High School in Cardale. 

They had four children, one girl Lois and three 
boys - Malcolm, Milton and William. All attended 
school in Moline. 

The family were interested in Communi ty Ac
tivities. Stan belonged to the Canadian Order of 



Foresters, served on the church board and was in
terested in sports. He liked curling and in the summer 
helped with a boys baseball league. Marj. belonged to 
the Womens Institute and United Church Womens 
Unit. She was also a leader in the 4H Club. Lois was a 
4H member for four years and took the sewing course. 
They moved from Moline in 1956 to Minnedosa where 
Stan bought grain until he retired in 1972. He and his 
wife still reside there. 

Lois married Warner Buck, a chartered accoun
tant. They have five children, three girls - Heather, 
Colleen and Kathryn and two boys - Barry and James 
and the family reside in Minnedosa. 

Malcolm and family reside in Hamiota. He married 
Sheila Griffths from Eden. They have two boys -
Dwayne and Darcey. Malcolm is the funeral director 
and florist in that district. 

Milton married Carol Nylen and two children were 
born to them, one boy - Scott and one girl - Nicole. 
Milton passed away in a drowning accident in June 
1977. They had resided at Clear Lake, where Milton 
was an electrician for the Riding Mountain National 
Park. His wife and family now live in Minnedosa. 

William - better known as Bill - lives in 
Minnedosa. He married Diane Gugin and they have 
two boys - Sean and Colin. 

MR. AND MRS. ALEXANDER CARNEGIE AND 
JOHN ANDERSON 

Alexander Carnegie was born in Ontario in 1856. 
Alice LetHa Webster was born in Brockville, Ontario 
on May 27, 1868, the seventh child in a family of nine. 
They were married in 1883 when Alice was fifteen 
years old. Alex was a sea captain on the Great Lakes 
and they made their horne in Brockville. About 1900 
they carne west to settle at Rapid City. Their first 
horne here was in an apartment on the second floor of 
the Urpeth Block. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carnegie. 
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They took up farming on the E. half of 36-13-20 and 
built a large brick house, which was the fashion at that 
time. The attic was a third floor and you went up a 
stairway to enter it. There was a big tank up there 
which held the water for the stearn heating system. 
Each room in the house had big stearn registers. 

Mrs. Carnegie liked to sew and made all her own 
clothes and shirts for the men. She designed and made 
her own hats. She painted as a hobby and all the pic
tures hanging in her house were her own paintings. 

Mr. Carnegie was a successful farmer. I remember 
him at eighty years of age spending days walking 
through his wheat fields pulling up armfuls of mustard 
as it started to bloom and carrying it off. Weed sprays 
had not yet become popular. 

They had no children, but a young Irish immigrant, 
John Anderson, carne to work for them as a hired man 
at the age of twenty-four and stayed on as an unof
ficially adopted son. He never married. When Mr. 
Carnegie became too old to farm, John took it over. 

Mr. Carnegie died in 1951 at the age of ninety-five. 
Mrs. Carnegie remained on the farm until her last 
year which was spent in the nursing horne in 
Minnedosa. She died in 1958 at the age of ninety. 

John farmed until 1958 then sold the farm to the 
Simpson brothers. He moved into Rapid City where he 
lived in the old mill office which had been converted to 
a horne. He died in 1960 at the age of 73. 

THE CARR F AMIL Y 
Pat and Adelaide Carr with daughter Patty, aged 

five years that day and son Jimmy, four months old 
arrived in Rapid City from Erickson on December 2, 
1949. They took over the restaurant on the north side of 
3rd avenue which they purchased from Frank Londry. 
Two daughters were born in Rapid City; Judy, 
January, 1953 and Bonnie Lee, 1954. In 1966 Bonnie Lee 
passed away at the age of 12 years. 

In 1962 Pat purchased the Insurance business from 
the Stratford-Frame Agencies. Pat has been very ac
tive in the town being Mayor from 1968-1970, served on 
the Council, Church Board, Skating Rink Committee, 
Chamber of Commerce, Secretary of the softball club, 
coached hockey and always willing to help any 
organization. He was District Deputy Grand Master of 
the LO.O.F. Lodge No. 18 in 1967-1968. He joined 
Corinthian Lodge No. 15 A.F. & A.M. which has since 
amalgamated with Minnedosa Prince of Wales Lodge 
No. 14. 

Adelaide is a member of Deborah Rebekah Lodge 
NO.9 and is an active member of the U.C.W. She has 
worked in Brandon for the past 8 years and is now 
employed at the C.P. Hotel, the Red Oak Inn. 

All three girls were interested in C.GJ.T. and Sun
day School. They entertained at many concerts with 
their singing. They were excellent figure skaters and 
Patty as instructor, held the first skating review in 
town. She also was the last student to receive a Grade 
12 certificate in the old school. Patty is now married 
and lives at The Pas where she is employed by the 
school division. Judy resides in Brandon and is at
tending College. Jimmy was very active in sports and 
now resides at Regina. He is an engineer in the new 
hospital there. 



Pat and Adelaide get much pleasure out of their two 
grandchildren, Pamela Hales and Robert Lee Elvers. 

MR. & MRS. F. J. CARRICK 
Mr. Carrick Was born at Oban, Ontario (London 

Rd.,) shortly after his parents arrived from England 
on the ship Franklin King for which he was named. In 
1878, then in his late teens, Grandfather came west to 
seek his fortune. He travelled along a muddy trail 
behind a team of oxen, this trail was destined to 
become Portage Avenue. He purchased a homestead 
at Palestine, now known as Gladstone but did not re
main on it. Returning to his home, he met and married 
Louisa Brinette in January, 1882. They farmed in On
tario until 1902 but the "Call of the West" was still 
strong in Grandpa's breast and they came and settled 
at Raven's Glen Farm, south of Newdale, where their 
twins, Stewart and Edith were born May 18th, 1903. 
The other five children were born in Ontario - Ger
trude (Mrs. Noble Dennison) had eight children the 
youngest, Phyllis (Mrs. Ron Clark) resides in Bran
don. William (married to Lillian Wallace) farmed 
most of his life at Newdale. They had two children, 
Bill and Vivian, who live in Calgary. Margaret 
married Clarence Wallace and they had three 
children. Marie and Emerson live in Vancouver and 
Franklin passed away June 2nd, 1977. Louise married 
Malcolm (Bibs) Turriff and they had two children, 
Vera of Transcona and John of Vancouver. Vera 
married Gordon Kirkland and are now living in 
Calgary. They had two children, Maurice of Calgary 
and Jack who resides in Florida. John married Delia in 
Portland, Oregon and remained in the States until his 
death in 1972. Stewart and wife, Lil still reside in 
Transcona - one daughter, Delia - also lives in 
Transcona. Edith who married Alex Campbell (butter
maker at Rapid City Creamery for many years) had 
four children. She and her husband passed away a 
number of years ago. Mr. Carrick retired from farm
ing in 1912, moving to Rapid City where he es
tablished a Lumber & Implement business with the 
late Mr. W. E. Birkenshaw. In 1930 they moved to 
Transcona where they lived until their respective 
deaths in 1943 and 1945. 

CARROLL HISTORY 
Patrick Carroll and his wife arrived in Rapid City 

in 1882 with four daughters and a son. Kate,Nellie, 
May, Annie and son Frank age six months. 

Frank (Pat) spent his entire life here except for 
two vears in the armed forces overseas. His work was 
contracting. He married Violet Keeley from Toronto. 
Their family consisted of two sons and a daughter. 
Two other daughters died in infancy. Neil now retired 
from the C.N.R. lives in Windsor Park. He married 
Mildred Fillmore of Deepdale in 1934 and they have 
two sons and a daughter. Beatrice M. was born and 
educated in Bapid City. She left in 1933 to marry 
Edward D. Lidgate of Transcona where she still 
resides. Victor A. was born in Rapid City in 1921. He 
was educated in Rapid City and a few years after his 
father's death in 1934 he joined the Army Dental Corp. 
He married Pearl Rougeau and he is now manager of a 
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Derital Company in Vancouver. Their mother died in 
October, 1966 in Winnipeg. Both the parents are buried 
in Rapid City. 

THE F. J. (JACK) CHAPMAN FAMILY 
Fredrick John Chapman, born Dec. 1887 at 

Gumbley Hall, Leistershire, England (one of a family 
of ten children) came to his brother James Henry, at 
Pendennis, Man. in June 1903. For a few years he 
worked with Jim who was already established in 
agriculture. In 1906 Jack bought his first farm (known 
as the Charlesworth Farm) seven miles south-east of 
Rapid City. He married Emma Boardman, a farmer's 
daughter of the Pendennis area in 1907. Suddenly in 
1921 Emma passed away leaving a lonely husband and 
a family of seven ranging in age from thirteen years to 
one and a half years - Walter, Richard, Edward, 
Helen, May, Joe and Frank. 

There were fifty acres broken on the half section 
when taken over in 1906 and by 1918 Jack had it com
pletely broken. Chopping down the heavy oak and pop
lar, grubbing the roots, piling and burning was all done 
by hand. The actual sod breaking was accomplished 
with the single-share walking plow drawn by a four 
horse team. The trees were hauled into the yard and 
during the winter were chopped into stove lengths to 
become fuel for the year. Later the circular saw took 
much of the labor out of this job and the gas tractor 
took the place of horses and walking plow. 

As a farmer, Jack enjoyed his work and his leisure, 
often walking the seven miles to Rapid City to play 
football after a full day's work in the field. He was an 
enthusiastic swimmer and took the family by model 
"T" to Clear Lake on camping trips before it became a 
Park and before Wasagaming was planned. Hunting 
wild fowl and game was perhaps his favorite sport and 
he proudly displayed mounted trophies. As his family 
grew up Jack encouraged their participation in 
baseball, hockey, tennis, etc. and father was their 
most vociferous supporter. 

In 1929 the family moved to the Bright Naisbitt 
farm, continuing to work the "home" farm. In Oct. 
1933 Jack married (Mrs.) Gertrude Stewart. 

Another section another challenge. In 1936 sec-
tion 4-13-19 (the Bell Farm) was added to the hold~ngs 
with oak and poplar to wrestle once again. Breaking 
was completed about 1953. "Mum" and dad moved to 
Rapid City in 1948 to reside in the former Burland 
home, on the north shore of the Little Saskatchewan. 
Having sold the Naisbitt and our "home" farm to the 
D.V.A. and subsequently to Jack Stewart and Harold 
Archibald respectively, dad continued to work section 
four from town. In 1957 this section was purchased by 
Joe, the only member of the family now actively 
engaged in agriculture. Since April 1970 it has been 
leased by Willie Ironside. 

In Jan. 1959 dad passed away and now lies beside 
our mother in Brandon Cemetery. Our stepmother 
moved to Brandon in 1968 where she passed on in 
March 1973 and is buried beside her first husband, 
Allan Stewart Sr. in Brandon Cemetery. 

Ted passed away in B.C. in 1938. Joe continues to 
reside on the farm while the other members of the 
family are located in B.C. 



FRANK CHINNER 
Franklin Chinner was born in Franklin, Manitoba in 

1903. His parents and their family moved from 
Franklin to the Cameron district, north of Minnedosa 
in 1909. The following year they moved into 
Minnedosa. Frank attended the South End Elementary 
School and High School at Minnedosa Collegiate. 

Frank Chinner and Elizabeth James of Moosomin, 
Sask. were married at Maidstone, Sask. in 1926. They 
lived in Minnedosa for two years then went farming in 
the Moline district on NE 31-14-20. This farm was 
originally homesteaded by Arthur Gray. Frank's 
father purchased it from Mr. Gray by making full pay
ment with a 1915 Hupmobile car. His father rented the 
farm to several different families for a few years. In 
1927 he sold it to James Chisholm. However Mr. 
Chisholm was unable to make a payment so it was 
turned back to Mr. Chinner. In 1929, Frank and 
Elizabeth bought the land and started farming. 

Frank and Elizabeth have two sons and one 
daughter - Frederick, George and Norma. They all 
attended Weir Elementary School - two and a half 
miles east of the farm. 

Fred married Sheila Knight of Cardale and they 
have three children. Fred became a technician for A.I. 
(artificial insemination) of beef and dairy cows at 
Melita. They have recently moved to Deloraine and 
are now farming. 

George married Elaine Husband of Penticton, B.C. 
and they have three children. They now live at 
Williams Lake, B.C. where George is employed by the 
Good Roads Department. 

Norma married William Crossman of Hazelridge, 
Manitoba. They are now farming at Wapella, Sask. 
with their family of eleven children. 

MRS. MARY CHRISTIE-by Norma Christie 
"Grannie Christie", as she is known to many in 

Rapid City, came to Canada as a young girl from 
Scotland. She was born in Ellon, Scotland in the year 
1895 on June 25th. 

After living in Vancouver for several years she 
came to Rapid City and married Ben Christie on 
November 5th, 1919. She and her husband farmed in 
the Moline district, where their four sons were born. 
They were Robert, Ronald, Charles and Benjamin. 

The Christie's moved from Moline to the Tremaine 
district in the spring of 1933. 

Ben Christie passed away in 1969 and Grannie lived 
alone until the Legion Gardens was built in 1974. 

On June 2nd, 1977 she had the misfortune of falling 
and broke her hip. She was in Minnedosa Hospital until 
August. She then returned to her suite in the 
"Gardens" where she is managing very well on her 
own. 

THE FAMILY OF BENJAMIN WILLIAM 
CHRISTIE-written March 15, 1977 by Mrs. Ben 
Christie (nee Norma Basler) 

Bennie is the fourth son of Ben and Mary Christie. 
He was born at Moline, Manitoba on February 13,1927. 

Bennie and I met during the mid-forties and were 
married on June 12, 1951 at the Rapid City United 

210 

Mrs. B. Christie and Mrs. Allan MacDougall. 

Church by Rev. Elwood Marden. Attendents were 
maid-of-honour Marion Ramsay (Mrs. Bill Waldon), 
bridesmaid Heather Mundell (Mrs. Ken Moore), best 
man, Bill Waldon, ushers Bob Christie and Charlie 
Irvine. Soloist was Pat McLeod (Mrs. Ron Gordon). 

We moved into our new home in the valley, and 
there started our married life. Our first child, Ronald 
Norman was born April 19, 1952 at Minnedosa. Our 
second was Margo Elaine born June 7th, 1954 at 
Minnedosa. Our' third child was born May 3, 1955 and 
his name is Kenneth William. He too was born at 
Minnedosa. During the summer of 1956, we decided to 
purchase a home in Rapid City. On September 6, 1956 
we moved from our farm to our home in town. Our 
fourth child is Marcia Gwen and she was born on 
September 2, 1958 at Minnedosa. All four of our 
children were delivered by Dr. H. H. Bruser, and in
cidently, Ken, Margo, and Marcia had their appendix 
removed by Dr. Brusser. Ron is living in Moose Jaw, 
Saskatchewan and is a cabinet maker. He had in
herited his musical talents from his mother and from 
his grandfather the late Ben Christie. He owns and 
plays the bag pipes. 

Margo is now Mrs. Arnold Eckberg. She and Arnie 
are farming southeast of Rapid City. They have two 
children, Karoline and Krista. 

Kenneth was a brakeman with the C.P.R. out of 
Minnedosa in the fall of 1976. He is now in Brandon 
working. Ken was the athletic one in the family. 

Marcia is enrolled as a first year student in science 
at Brandon University. This is a three year course, and 
she hopes to become a geologist. 

Bennie is semi-retired, having sold a liz section to 
Mr. Murray Magee of Brandon. In the winter months 
Ben is the ice-maker at the Rapid City Curling Rink. 
He started in 1957, and his ice is the best in 



Manitoba-that's what his family tell him. On Mon
day, February 28, 1977, Ben was presented with an 
engraved watch from the Men's and Ladies' Curling 
Club for 20 years of faithful service. 

My parents Norman and Marge Basler gave me the 
opportunity of piano and voice lessons during my early 
childhood. As close as can be determined, I have sung 
at over 90 weddings and many funerals. The first wed
ding I sang at, was for Thelma and Gordon Terry in 
November 7, 1945. 

In August, 1975 we sold our home and moved into 
the house that was my parents, built in the early 
1880's. For me it was "coming home" as I had lived in 
it for 21 years before I was married. 

During the 40's Ben worked for Mr. T. C. Sample. 
Then, when the war was over, he and his mother and 
father along with brothers Robert and Charlie moved 
back to the farm. 

After my schooling I worked for the Manitoba 
Telephone System at Rapid City, Souris and 
Wawanesa. Before my marriage I worked for Mrs. 
Sample in her general store. Ben and I have worked 
with many organizations in town and I was church 
organist and choir leader for a few years. I am now on 
the town council for Rapid City. 

THE CHARLIE CHRISTIE F AMIL Y 
Charles Johnson Christie was born June, 1923 at 

home on his fathers farm at Moline. The third son of 
Ben and Mary Christie. He began his education in 
Moline. In 1934 the family moved to the Ralston Valley 
just east and north of Rapid City. He along with his 
brothers Robert, Ronald and Bennie attended 
Tremaine School. He came to Rapid City for his high 
schooL After high school he joined the air force. 

Happy New Year, left to right Jean Christie, 
Charlie Christie, Margaret Northam, 1974. 

After the war he returned to Rapid City and bought 
a farm east of Rapid City. In November, 1949 he 
married Jean Hyndman, youngest daughter of Frank 
and Laura Hyndman. Jean was born in Rapid City and 
attended both public and high school there. 

In 1945 she joined the local staff of the Manitoba 
Telephone System. In November 1946 Jean left to go to 
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Winnipeg and was employed for the City of Winnipeg 
in the Assessment Department. She left there to 
marry. 

James Douglas was born in 1952. He received his 
education in Rapid City and Elton. After graduation he 
was employed at Camroc in Brandon and after a stint 
in Calgary he returned to Rapid City and joined the 
staff of Manitoba Good Roads. 

Ian Charles was born in April of 1953. He too 
attended Rapid City and Elton Schools. In December, 
1973 he married Theresa Joyce Robillard of Shilo. 
They have two children, Jeffery Shaun and Heather 
Lynn. Ian lives in Rapid City and is employed as a 
mason. 

Allan Bruce was born in October, 1955. He too 
received his education at Rapid City and Elton. He 
graduated as a Registered Psychiatric Nurse from the 
Brandon Mental Health Center in September 1977. 

Robert Orrie the youngest son was born in April, 
1959. He had his schooling like his brothers at Rapid 
City and Elton. He graduated in June, 1977. 

Beverly Ann the only daughter was born in 1962 and 
is at present in grade X at Elton. 

All the children have been interested in sports. Bob, 
Ian and Jim with hockey and ball. Allan and Beverly 
have been keenly involved in figure skating. 

Charlie has been active in many community ac
tivities. He served two terms as councillor and also 
several times as a member of the board of the Rapid 
City United Church. He has spent two terms as the 
President of the Legion and also spent many years 
coaching ball and hockey. 

Jean has also been active in church, community 
rink and figure skating. She is at present employed 
as a nurses aide in the Personal Care Home at 
Minnedosa. 

Charlie is self-employed as a carpenter; many 
houses and buildings in Rapid City are evidence of his 
trade. The whole family enjoy life in the community 
and plan on many more years here. 

IAN CHARLES CHRISTIE F AMIL Y 
Ian is the second son of Charles and Jean Christie of 

Rapid City, born at Minnedosa Hospital on the 4th of 
April, 1953. He attended Rapid City School and Elton 
Collegiate. He did not graduate from school, but 
nevertheless, has found a very good career in the field 
of construction. He was a carpenter for four years and 
has helped his father build many of the new houses in 
Rapid City. In 1975 he attended Red River Community 
College in Winnipeg, where he took his masonry train
ing. He now works for the company of Stiles and 
McCrae of Brandon. He has been in the Militia eight 
years and holds the rank of sergeant. It was in the 
Militia where he met Terry Robillard. They were 
married on the 29th December, 1973. 

Terry was born in Pembroke, Ontario on the 21st of 
January, 1955. She is the second daughter of Art and 
Isobel Robillard who are now residing near Douglas, 
Manitoba. With her father being in the Canadian 
Forces, she has lived in many different places - Pet
tawawa, Ontario; Calgary and Wainwright, Alberta; 
Shilo, Manitoba. She joined the Militia in 1972 (one 



of the first girls to join) and really enjoyed it. She 
qualified with top marks as sports and recreation in
structor, and the submachine gun (which is of very lit
tle use to her now). When she left the Militia, she held 
the rank of Corporal and may, in future years, re
enlist. 

Ian and Terry have two children, Jeffery Shawn 
born in Brandon on the 30th of November 1974 and 
Heather Lynn, born in Brandon on the 17th of March, 
1977 (Rapid City's New Year baby). 

Activities in which they are interested and par
ticipate in, are the Legi9n, hockey, curling and 
baseball. 

Ian, Terry and family reside on 4th avenue, Rapid 
City. 

GEORGE CLACKSON 
George Clackson was born in London, England, 

1865. After helping his father in his grocery store in 
Covent Garden Market and serving as apprentice in a 
drapery business in Norfolk, he felt the urge to try 
"greener pastures". Launching into the unknown, he 
and two younger brothers braved the cold north Atlan
tic in March, 1889. Sailing up the St. Lawrence at night 

Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Clackson and Francis. 
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they were welcomed to the New Land by a most spec
tacular display of Northern Lights, something never 
seen in England. 

They landed in Minnedosa, as far as their funds 
would take them and walked to Rapid City, where they 
found farm employment in the Moline district, where 
George lived until 1909. 

Brother Richard became a minister of the Presby
terian Church and later the United Church. 

In 1896 George and Christie Ann Forrest of Hensall, 
Ontario, were married. Upon George being appointed 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Municipality of 
Saskatchewan, they rented their farm to Ben Christie 
and later he built the house now owned by Mr. and 
Mrs. Harry Robinson. He was secretary of the RM. of 
Saskatchewan almost thirty years, also bookkeeper at 
:vIr. C. M. Beattie's store until his death in 1937. 

Both George and Christie were active in the 
Methodist and United Church work in all aspects; he 
was choir leader at the time of his death. Music and 
gardening especially flowers were his relaxation. He 
was very interested in the needs of people, especially 
the young folk. 

George and Christie were loyal members of the Odd 
Fellows and Rebekah Lodges. . . following lodge prin
ciples in their everyday lives, leaving a very cherished 
memory for their family. 

They had one daugher, Frances Mary and one son 
who died at the age of two months. Frances Mary 
married Frank Millar. 

Christie Ann passed beyond the door in 1927 and ten 
years later George suffered a heart attack. 

CECIL CLARK F AMIL Y 
Cecil Clark, son of Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Clark, was 

born on the home farm at Springhill, Man. He has four 
sisters and three brothers. 

Daisy was born in Lincolnshire, England and came 
to Canada in 1925 with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Parker, four sisters and two brothers. This was the 
largest family to come to Canada up to that time. Two 
sisters stayed in England, one brother to the States 
and one died as a prisoner of War in 1918. In 1929 the 
family moved to Arden, Manitoba. 

Cecil and Daisy were married in Arden in 1934. 
After working on a farm for three years they moved 
into town where Cecil did painting and decorating. He 
was also caretaker of the rink. In 1950 he was 
employed by the Municipalities and worked on 
Highways for many years. They moved to Brandon in 
1963 and Daisy was employed at Pioneer Electric for 
six years. In 1973 they retired to Rapid City on the cor
ner of 4th Ave. and 5th St. They raised a family of six. 

Ruby married Allen McLeod, of Keewatin and has a 
family of four sons. 

Fred married Gladys Noerhring and reside in 
Regina, Sask. They have one daughter and one son. 
Fred is a Director of Public Relations of the Co-op 
Credit Union. 

Doreen married Irvine Brown of Arden. They 
reside in Vernon, B.C. with their family of two. He is 
employed by the Noco Milk Dairy Co. 

Leonard married Judy Heaman of Virden and 



reside in Dunrea, where he is Manager of the Manitoba 
Pool Elevator. They have a family of two boys and one 
girl. 

Larry married Jackie Ready of Brandon. They have 
two children and reside at Calgary where Larry is 
employed by a construction company. 

Roy married Deanne Peterson of Calgary. They 
have one daughter. They reside at Calgary where Roy 
is supervisor of the City Water Works. 

Since coming to Rapid City, Cecil has been Patrol 
Operator for the R.M. of Saskatchewan. In 1974 they 
celebrated their 40th anniversary. 

In 1976 Daisy took a trip to England for a reunion 
with her two sisters Maude and Lavina after fifty-one 
years. This was a dream come true. They are active in 
community affairs. Daisy is a member of Deborah 
Rebekah Lodge, President of the Ladies Curling Club, 
President of the A.C.W., Vice-President of the Legion 
Auxiliary. Cecil is a membef of the LO.O.F. lodge. 
Both are enjoying their retirement with lots of 
pleasure curling. 

HENRY CLAY 
Henry Clay was born at Trenton New Jersey, 

U.S.A. in 1844 and lived there until about 1879 when he 
came to Canada and was employed in the construction 
of the Welland Canal. 

A few years later he and his wife journeyed west to 
Winnipeg where he once owned the lot upon which the 
T. Eaton store now stands. Upon leaving Winnipeg he 
traded the lot for a bag of jewellery and an old 
shotgun. Again heading west Mr. Clay, his wife and 
two small children travelled in a Red cart drawn by 
two oxen, through Portage la Prairie to Rapid City. At 
Boggy Creek the little party suffered a mishap when 
the cart upset and supplies, children and all were 
thrown to the ground. Upon reaching Rapid City he 
took up his homestead, pitching a tent to house his 
family until their log cabin was built. During the night 
a very bad wind storm blew up and the tent was swept 
away. The family awoke to find nothing but the 
stars overhead. 

During the Riel Rebellion Henry freighted supplies 
and experienced many adventures. 

Mr. Clay was well known all through this province 
for many years while a resident of Rapid City. A man 
of many talents and rare ability, he became mayor, 
publisher, auctioneer, gardener, etc. He took active 
part in organizing one of the west's first farmer 
organizations, the "Patrons of Industry" which at one 
time had some five thousand members, became its 
first secretary, and published its organ, The Patrons' 
Advocate, at Rapid City. For a time he also published 
the Hamiota Echo from his Rapid City office. 

For some twenty years, during the period Mr. Clay 
was its publisher, the Reporter was known as the 
"Marquette Reporter," and the Reporter got its pres
ent name while leased to Rube Allyn in 1908. In 1910 
Mr. Clay sold the Reporter to his elder son, Henry, and 
C. Stone, Henry withdrawing from the business the 
following year. After leaving Rapid City, Mr. Clay 
spent a few years in Mason County, Wash., and later 
took up residence with his son, Rush, near Landis, 
Sask. 
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Henry and his first wife had two sons Henry of St. 
Louis Mo. and Rush of Palo, Sask. He and his second 
wife had Charles, of the Winnipeg Free Press editorial 
staff, Robert of Palo and Mrs. E. Latimer of Van
couver. 

Henry Clay died at Palo Sask. on October 29,1939 at 
the age of ninety-five. 

ALFRED AND JEAN COLLEY 
Alfred Colley was born in Oakley, Muskoka, Ont. 

Jean Colley was born at Chalk River, Ont. in 1888. 
They were married in 1911 at North Bay, Ont. In 1941 
they came to Rapid City succeeding D. G. McMillan in 
the butcher business. Mr. Colley was very interested 
in sports. He spent many enjoyable hours with Bill 
Blake and Andy Wright fishing at the dam. Mrs. Colley 
was a member of Deborah Rebekah Lodge and the 
Legion Auxiliary. 

They raised a family of four sons all of whom saw 
service in World War II, George, Raymond, Delbert 
and Alexander. 

After Mr. and Mrs. Colley passed away, Delbert 
and his wife Edna took over the business and resided 
here for five years. They were active in the LO.O.F. 
lodges and members of the Legion. Del. was also a 
Masonic member. They now reside at Surrey, B.C. 

C. J. COLLINGWOOD 
Claude James Collingwood was born at Hull, 

Yorkshire, England and came to Canada at an early 
age. In 1919 he married Doris Little, They operated 
hotel establishments in Winnipeg, Baldur, Ninette, 
Rivers, Oak River and Rapid City. They retired to 
Brandon in 1948. Mr. Collingwood was an ardent 
sportsman He specialized in trap-shooting in Canada 
and the U.S. He was an active member in many clubs 
and lodges. 

They raised a family of one son and one daughter. 
Rex and wife, Marguerite, live in Brandon. Marie, 
widow of John Fulcher of Rapid City, resides in Bran
don. There are six grandchildren and two great
grandchildren. Mr. Collingwood passed away in 
February, 1978 and is buried in the Brandon cemetery. 

THOMAS EDWARD COOPER AND FAMILY-by 
Eva Isabella Fraser (granddaughter) 

Thomas Edward Cooper, born in Manchester, 
England in 1842. He married Harriet Platt in 1864. As a 
young man, he worked in his mother's store. 

In 1873 they sailed for Canada, with their three 
children, Eliza Ann 7, George 5, and Harriet 3 years. It 
was a rough voyage. When the ship rolled and pitched, 
eating could be a problem, as one had to hold onto the 
tin cups and plates or they would go sliding off the long 
tables. There were many settlers with children 
aboard. There was much fog and rain as they neared 
the Grand Banks of Newfoundland and again off the 
coast of Nova Scotia. Fog horns sounded day and night. 
The ship unloaded cargo at Halifax, then proceeded on 
to Montreal, from where they took a train to Toronto 
settling near Forest, in Basonquette Township, Lamb
ton County, Ontario. 

There they were to live for 17 years. 



Harriet Cooper. 

Thomas Cooper. 
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My father-James, was the first child born in 
Canada, October 24, 1874; Charles, 1878; John 1881; 
William, 1881. 

The older children attended Kenard school. 
In May 1892, Grandfather moved his family and 

household effects, also 2 horses, a cow, and 3 pigs to 
the homestead of Mr. Neil McIntyre N.W. 32-14-19 and 
the pre-empted N.E. 32-14-19. This farm remained in 
the family until 1964, 74 years. 

On the trip west;, grandmother, Will and Harriet 
travelled by C.P.R. coach. Jim, Charles, Jack and 
grandfather with the livestock in the box car. Hay and 
straw piled at one end made a bed for grandfather and 
the boys. 

Soon after arriving at the farm, the pigs were miss
ing. They were found 8 miles east, near Minnedosa. A 
neighbor helping in the search remarked, "Perhaps 
the pigs didn't care for Manitoba and were heading 
back." 

George, the eldest son, remained in Ontario, rejoin
ing the family in 1894. 

Eliza married John Kelly of Parkhill coming to 
Manitoba with her husband and children-Madeleine 
and George in 1896. 

Harriet married James Hampton, December 7, 
1892 (History under James Hampton). 

The Coopers lived in the homesteaders log and sod 
house, until the new one was built in 1897. The east 
wing was added in 1908. Lumber for the house came 
from logs cut in the Riding Mountains and floated 
down the Little Saskatchewan River to the Rapid City 
saw mill. George and Jim Cooper were able 
carpenters, building the house and later the barns and 
graineries. 

After a heavy rain the sod roof leaked. Dad told us 
how he and his brothers sleeping under cow-hide 
covers would have to lift them to drain off the pools of 
water on rainy nights. 

Then there was the time Grandmother was frying 
eggs for supper. It had rained all afternoon and drops 
of water fell on the hot stove. Never at a loss, grand
father put up the umbrella and held it over the stove. 
Mr. Henry Horner, a visiting neighbor said, "He had 
seen many things but never before a woman frying 
eggs under an umbrella." 

The trail from Basswood to Rapid City passed close 
by the door. Indians selling berries and willow baskets 
would stop for tea and bannock. 

Grandfather was very fond of horses. There were 
always a few mares and their foals in the pasture. His 
driver was named Grit (Grandfather was a Liberal) 
and once a week he would hitch Grit to the buggy and 
jog off to Rapid City, a distance of 8 miles, with crates 
of eggs and crocks of butter. His first stop would be the 
Queens Hotel, whose proprietor "Watty Forsythe" 
(whom Grandfather called "peg-leg" because of the 
wooden leg he wore) had first chance at the butter and 
eggs (Watty paid cash). The remainder went to Mr. 
Beatties store for trade. On occasion he and Grit 
would "be off" to Minnedosa, where he dealt with 
"Paddy McDermot". 

The Coopers attended the Anglican church in Rapid 
City until services were conducted at McBride school. 

George married Emily Giles of Minnedosa in 1896. 



He was employed as a C.P.R. brakeman. With 
daughters Ida and Florence they emigrated to the 
U.S., residing in Superior, Wisconsin. 

Jim married Isobella Murray, July 11, 1900 
(History under James Cooper). 

The Coopers bought their J.I. Case steam outfit in 
1904. They threshed in the Cadurcis, McBride and 
Moline districts. The wooden separator was burned in 
the fall of 1905, while in Moline. An all steel separator 
was purchased in Brandon, and the threshing con
tinued with little time lost. 

When the threshers were at Grandfathers, he would 
"help out", Grandmother and the hired girl. Circling 
the big dining room table with large tea pot in hand, he 
would admonish the twenty or so men who were doing 
justice to their meat, potatoes, pudding and pie, to 
"eat up boys, you can't work on an empty bread 
basket." 

Charlie married Mary Wilton of Derbyshire, 
England, Christmas Day, 1912. The wedding was at 
Grandfather's. Friends and neighbors came to the 
dance. We children were put upstairs to sleep. Mother 
left the door open so we could hear the violins and the 
"caller off". At midnight we were bundled into coats, 
carried down to the waiting sleigh and driven home 
through the frosty night. 

Like all pioneers much hardship and discomfort 
had been endured. Coming to Manitoba had been a 
good decision. It had given their family room to grow 
and prosper. There were 18 grandchildren. The years 
had been very rewarding. 

Grandmother passed away August 28, 1919. Her life 
had been filled with adventure, with duties to her home 
and family and lending a willing hand to neighbors in 
need. 

Grandfather sold his farm to his son John. He 
remained in the home until June, 1921, when he went 
east to live with his daughter Harriet and family (Mr. 
and Mrs. James Hampton) at Fenwick, Ontario. 

Grandfather passed away October 7, 1922. He was 
buried from the home farm. Interment-Basswood 
Cemetery. 

JAMES PLATT COOPER AND FAMILY - Eva 
Isabella Fraser (nee Cooper) 

James (Jim) Cooper was born in Basanquette 
Township, Lambton County, Ontario in 1874. He was 
the 2nd son of Thomas Edward and Harriet Cooper and 
he came with his parents to Manitoba in 1392 at the age 
of 17 years. 

During the summer he worked on his father's farm 
with a friend Les Summerville, digging wells with a 
horse operated machine on the Brandon Plains. During 
the winter he went to the Duck Mountains logging 
camp operated by Dougald Buchanan of Basswood. 
Logs were teamed to the Shell Mouth River. In the 
spring he worked on the log drives, down river to the 
saw mills. 

On July 11, 1900, father and mother (Isabella 
Murray) were married by Rev. Feir at the Murray 
home, S.E. 14-15-19. This had been the homestead of 
James Beattie (Mother's grandfather) in 1879. (It is at 
present the farm of Mr. and Mrs. Cliff McManus). 
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Mr. and Mrs. James Cooper, William and James. 

Years later our Aunt Christie recalled how Jim 
Cooper had come courting sister Belle with a high 
stepping driver called Poppy. Poppy was very spirited, 
one day as Mother and Dad were driving down Rosser 
Avenue in Brandon, and as she stepped on a loose drain 
cover it rattled and away she went, giving them a fast 
ride down Rosser. 

The years between 1900-1905 were spent on their 
Rapid City farm. Murray Edward in 1902 and William 
James in 1904 were born here. The family moved to 
Minnedosa where Dad worked in the C.P.R. shops. 
Eva Isabella was born in 1906. Our brother Murray 
passed away, March 23, 1907 at the age of 5 years. 

In the spring of 1903, father purchased the former 
homestead of Peter Campbell (a pioneer of 1880). 
Mitchel Dreher had built the 60 ft. barn in 1390 and 
several years later built the house before selling and 
returning to North Dakota. These buildings are still in 
use in 1977. 

This farm N.W. 32-14-19 and N.E. 32-14-19 remained 
in our family until 1975. 

Three children were born on this farm; John Beat
tie, 1908, Stewart 1911, and Jamesena 1920. 

Our first car, a model T was bought in the summer 
of 1914. After harvest, Dad and a neighbor, Mr. John 
Northam drove about the community selling War 
Bonds. There was much talk about helping the Old 
Country. 

Father was a member of the Foresters Lodge, 



trustee of McBride School and a Director of the 
Farmers Co-operative of Basswood. 

I remember the day Mother sent Beattie and 
Stewart (two small boys) to grandfather Cooper's on 
an errand. Our farms were adjoining and a well worn 
road ran from our house to theirs. Granddad had 
painted the kitchen floor, then he and grandmother had 
gone visiting. Receiving no answer to their knock the 
boys entered, only to find their bare feet sticking to the 
wet paint. They made hasty tracks across the kitchen, 
out the back door and quickly home. Grandmother 
laughed as she told Dad that Grandfather, seeing his 
messed up floor said, "He bet those little Tinkers of 
Jim's had been up while he was away." 

Stewart, Beattie and I went south two miles to 
McBride School, walking in the summer barefoot 
across the fields. One could hear the meadow larks 
high overhead, or sweetly trilling from the top of a 
fence post. Buttercups and violets were hidden in the 
grass, lady slippers grew in the shade of the woods and 
the tiger lilies painted the pasture fields with hundreds 
of orange-red blossoms. In the winter, our brother, 
Will, who had spent the summer helping on the farm, 
drove with us in the red Carry-all. On very cold morn
ings, the pupils would gather round the "Pot-bellied" 
stove for lessons. Sometimes we brought potatoes to 
roast in the ashes. 

Cutter racing with our neighbors began in fun one 
afternoon on our way home from school. Finally the 
horses broke into a gallop and first one and then the 
other Carry-all upset spilling kids, books, lunch pails 
and robes along the way. Our gate was close by so we 
collected our gear and went home. Our neighbor's 
horse galloped off leaving them to walk. The "hulla
balloo" over this escapade put an end to our cutter 
racing. 

Every winter, well before Christmas, the barrels of 
apples would arrive, all the way from Ontario. There 
would be Spys, Kings, Baldwins, Greenings for 
applesauce and pies, and Russets for late winter 
eating, and if one was fortunate a barrel of Snows. 
These last were sweet and luscious, all pink and white 
inside. Dad would take them from the box car at 
Basswood, covering them carefully with horse 
blankets and robes for the five mile journey home in 
the sleigh box. Mother would tell us as we came in 
from school that the apples had come and we 
youngsters would take turns going to the door to listen 
for the sleigh bells, that would tell us of their arrivaL 
The barrels would be wheeled into the house and down 
the steps into our cellar - it had an earthen floor and 
was very cool. No persuasion was needed and the sky 
was the limit, we could invade the darkness of the 
cellar whenever our appetites dictated. By spring few 
apples were left for Mother to preserve. 

Influenza was very prevalent during the winter of 
1920. Dad had been to Winnipeg on business and he 
returned with a severe chest cold. Dr. Crookshank of 
Rapid City said father had influenza, complicated by 
pneumonia. Miss Muriel Ross R.N. came to nurse him. 
Father passed away February 20th at the age of 46. 
February 23rd was a bitterly cold day. Mr. Tom 
McAdam brought flowers from the Foresters Lodge. 

Mother rented our farm to Mr. and Mrs. Oswald 
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Belcher and we moved to Basswood, where Beattie, 
Stewart and I attended school. April, 1924, Mother, 
Jamesie and the boys returned to the farm. Our broth
er Will took over the farming operations. 

In 1933, Will married Mildred Northam, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Northam. Upon Mr. Northam's 
retirement, they purchased his farm and resided in the 
McBride district for 37 years. Will and Mildred were 
interested in and enjoyed community affairs. Their 
son, Lorne, married Shirley Bramley in 1968. William 
James Cooper passed away on December 14, 1970. 
Lorne, Shirley and son Kenny resided on the home 
farm. 

Stewart who had been working in the fisheries on 
Lake Winnipeg returned home. He recalls the hard 
times of the thirties when he was one of many men 
who spent long cold days hauling wood from the Roll
ing River Indian Reservation. One of his interests dur
ing his 42 years of farming was the breeding of Aber
deen Angus cattle. 

Mother and Jamesie lived on the farm with 
Stewart, Jamesie received her education at McBride 
school, completing her grades IX, X, XI at Basswood 
Consolidated. She enjoyed all community activities 
and was involved with the Cadurcis Young Peoples, 
both Jamesie and Mother were members of the United 
Church, and the C.C.W.C. a women's organization 
formed in 1931, to benefit community living. 

Jamesie married William St. John, March 13, 1943. 
Upon his return from Europe and discharge from the 
Canadian Army, they farmed in the Moline district. 
Jamesie and William still reside on S.W. 32-14-20. 
Their children: Shirley Isabel born August 12, 1947 
married Robert Elliot of Vancouver. They have a son 
William born March 23, 1974. They reside in South 
Burnaby, B.C. 

Frank St. John, born February 6, 1949 married 
Cynthia Carolle of Port Albernie in 1971. They have 
two daughters Rochelle and Yvonne. 

Beattie (known to many of his friends as Dempsey) 
went to British Columbia in 1936. He worked in the 
logging industry at Comax, Vancouver Island. Beattie 
married Thelma McIntosh in Vancouver in 1944. 
Thelma was from Saskatchewan and they returned 
often to visit on the prairies. They lived at Qualicum 
Beach, where he worked as a carpenter and building 
contractor. Beattie enjoyed hunting and fishing for 
recreation. Both he and Thelma were enthusiastic 
travellers. 

John Beattie Cooper passed away November 23, 
1971. 

June, 1927 I graduated as a Psychiatric Nurse from 
the Brandon Hospital for Mental Diseases. October, 
1927, emigrated with a friend and classmate Nora 
Silliphant of Rapid City to the United States. 

Psychiatric nurses were much in demand in New 
York City and we found living there very interesting. 

On July 11, 1930, I married Henry Fraser in All 
Saints Anglican Church, Greenwich, Connecticutt. 
Harry, born in Ireland, was a graduate of Trinity 
College, Dublin. A chartered Accountant, he was 
employed in the "Wall" street office of Standard Oil. 

We lived for eleven years at Beacon-on-the-Hudson, 



where I was employed as the supervisor of Nursing at 
Craig House a private sanatorium. 

Five years were spent in Washington, D.C. I was 
employed as a private duty nurse, specializing in the 
treatment and care of psychiatric patients. The 
Capital was crowded with army and navy personnel 
during the war years. We lived across the Patom~c 
River in Arlington, Virginia. We both enjoyed travel
ling and visited many places of interest. 

Harry passed away September 12, 1946 at the age of 
40. 

I resided in Florida and California for a period of 
time, returning in 1949 to New York City. August, 1954, 
I returned to Canada, after an absence of 27 years, and 
lived with Mother and Stewart. June, 1956, I purchased 
S.W. 31-14-19 which Stewart farmed for me - During 
the busy seasons of haying and harvesting, I "help
out", enjoying the warm sunny days spent in the fields. 

February 27, 1961 Mother passed away. A person of 
courage and determination she had given much of her 
life to her children. At age 84 she had outlived our 
father by 41 years. 

July, 1974 my brother Stewart and I sold our farms 
to Mr. and Mrs. Eric Neufeld. 

January, 1977, Stewart and I are retired in 
Minnedosa. 

CHARLES COOPER - by Edith Whitmore 
Charles Cooper, the son of Thomas Ed. and Harriet 

Cooper was born March 12, 1878 at Thetfold in Basan
queUe County, Ontario. He came to Manitoba in 1892 
with his family. He married Mary Whilton of Der
byshire, England on December 25, 1912. They took up 
farming in the Cadurcis district just west of the 
homestead, on the north half of 31-14-19 and continued 
to farm until his death on February 13, 1955. His son 
Tom continued to farm until his death March 12, 1964. 

There were eight children: 
Thomas Edward born August 28, 1913. Died 

March 12, 1964. 
Edith Agnes - born August 29, 1914. Married John 

Whitmore of Wellwood, Manitoba March 12, 1940. 
Margaret Eliza - born November 13, 1915. Married 

John Hayes of Edmonton. 
Charles Alex - born June 6, 1918 (single) 
Harry Whilton born January 30, 1920. Married 

Adrienne Schrawner June, 1946 in Holland. 
George Cadness - born December 19, 1921. 

Married Edna Trott in 1952. 
Mary Harriet - born March 19, 1925 (single) 
Irene Alice May - born June 9,1929. Married Wm. 

Murray 1951. Irene and Bill were married 25 years on 
Christmas Day, 1976. The children of Charles and 
Mary Cooper attended school in Basswood. In 1940 
Alex and Harry Cooper joined the Army and served 
overseas for 5 years. Margaret also joined the Women 
Army Corps and was stationed at Fort Osborne 
barracks in Winnipeg for the duration of the war. 

There were 7 grandchildren and 2 great
grandchildren. 

John Whitmore and his sister, Sheila, children of 
Edith and John attended school at Wellwood, 
Manitoba. Sheila entered nurses training, receiving 
her R.N. in 1963. Sheila later married Ellis Drinkwater 
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of Glenboro, Manitoba. They have 2 children, Jimmie G 
years old and Tanya 3 years old. 

Harry and Ady have one child, Jimmy. 
George and Edna have 4 boys. Wesley Cooper, 

eldest son of George and Edna married Erika in Oc
tober, 1976 and reside in Winnipeg. 

It is interesting to note that the Cooper children 
have come home or near home. They are Edith Whit
more and son John from Wellwood to Minnedosa, 
Marg and Jack Hayes from Edmonton, Alberta to 
resided in Minnedosa. Alex, Mary and George also 
reside in Minnedosa. Harry and family and Irene and 
Bm Murray live in Brandon, Manitoba. 

We had our share of sickness and sorrow down 
through the years as did everybody in the hard times. 

JOHN THOMAS COOPER AND FAMILY - Con
tributed by Naomi and family 

John (Jack) Cooper was born January 12, 1881 in 
Basanquette Township, Lambton County, Ontario. 
Fourth son of Thomas Edward and Harriet Cooper, he 
came to Manitoba with his parents in 1892 at the age of 
11 years. 

As a young man he worked on his father's farm also 
a half section he bought near Riverdale. This was 
"new land" and was broken with the Cooper's J. I. 
Case steamer. The farm was sold some years later to 
Henry Wake, who owned and operated the Riverdale 
grain elevator. 

Jack belonged to both the Foresters and Odd 
Fellows Lodges. Jack enjoyed moose hunting. With 
team and sleigh and a few friends, usually George 
Burland, Frank Marten and Ray Cottingham of Rapid 
City and his brother Will, they would drive to the 
Riding Mountains and "tent out" under the spruce, un
til each man "got" his moose. The team and sleigh 
with driver and moose would set out for home. The 
rest of the party walked out. 

Jack's mother passed away August 28, 1919 and his 
father retired in December 1919, selling his farm N.E. 
32-14-19 and N. W. 32-14-19 to his son. 

Jack and I (Naomi Hadfield) were married March 
25, 1925 in St. James Anglican Church, Winnipeg. 

Our children: Roy John, Lyle and Alvin Edward. 
Roy married Welma Keland in Vancouver December 
6, 1957 and have two daughters Tracy and Barbara. 
They reside in McKenzie, B.C. 

Lyle married Beverly Sharpe, July 5, 1952 and have 
four children, Audrey, Deborah, Brenda, and David. 
They reside in Minnedosa. 

Alvin Edward born February 25, 1941 passed 
away May 2, 1946. 

In 1965 Jack and I visited our son Ray and family in 
Vancouver - spending a few days with Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Murray - retired at Ladner, B.C. Bob and 
Mary were old friends from Basswood, Ronnie 
McTavish had our farm rented, and while we were 
away our farm was "hailed out". Both Jack and I were 
glad this catastrophe had waited until we'd gone on our 
holiday. 

Jack and I retired to Minnedosa in 1965. Our farm 
had been in the Cooper family 72 years. It is now the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Kingdon. 



Jack passed away June 27, 1967. 
Looking back over the years I spent in the Cadurcis 

community, I recall the wonderful friends we.had, and 
the many enjoyable activities we took part m. 

WILLIAM COOPER AND F AMIL Y - Contributed by 
Emma Cooper 

Will was born in Basanquette Township, Lambton 
County, Ontario, 1888. He came to Manitoba with his 
parents, Thomas Edward and Harriet Cooper in 1892 at 
the age of 3. 

He received his education at McBride school. He 
enjoyed playing the violin and mandolin. In 1910 he 
bought an Edison phonograph, "His Masters Voice". 
This was great entertainment for his friends, his young 
niece and nephews. 

Will was the engineer on the Coopers J. I. Case 
threshing outfit. When he bought the McBride school 
quarters N.W. 29-14-19 in 1915, the 2040 Case gas trac
tor was used to break the land. During the winter he 
often went moose hunting in the Riding Mountains 
with friends Roy Cottingham and Morgan Lamb. 

In March 1926, Will and I (Emma Beatrice Ruffles) 
were married at the home of his brother Charles and 
wife Mary (Mr. and Mrs. Charles Cooper). 

I was born in Ipswich, England, January 2, 1899. I 
came to Canada January 23, 1923, travelling from 
Halifax to Minnedosa by train, to live with my 
relatives - Mr. and Mrs. Mauser. 

We lived on our farm in the McBride district for 10 
years, before moving to the valley farm, west of 
Minnedosa where we were to live for 22 years. In 1959 
this farm was sold to Earl Enquist and we retired to 
Minnedosa. 

As of 1977, Will and I have five children and seven
teen grandchildren. They are Will (Bill) who remains 
a bachelor. Jim married Joyce Cappel. Their children 
are, Jim, Sharon, Brent and Leslie and they reside in 
Minnedosa. May married Albert McLean and their 
children are Wayne, Marlene and Donna. They reside 
on S.E. 21-12-19 in the Rapid City area. Reginald 
married Sandra Martin. Their children are Kathy, 
Kevin and Bryan. They reside in Surrey, B.C. Cyril 
married Glenda Mudge. They have 3 daughters, Jo
Ann, Melany and Sheila. Cyril passed away April 6, 
1967 (British Columbia) Interred Minnedosa 
Cemetery. Ethel married Raymond Paulenko. :rhe~r 
children are Lori, Barry and Darlene. They reSIde In 

Roblin. 
Will is now in his 89th year. He enjoys reading the 

books (he has received as gifts from his family) about 
the pioneers and the methods they used to settle the 
"west" . 

I often recall my early years on our first farm. I 
remember my good neighbors - Mrs. Elsie Bramley 
and her daughter Margaret Basler and how very kind 
they were. 

CHARLES COOPER AND JOHN TUCKER - by Eva 
Fraser (nee Cooper), 2nd cousin of Long Charlie 

Charles Cooper of Mellor, Derbyshire, England, a 
nephew of Thomas Edward Cooper, arrived in Rapid 
City with a friend John Tucker in the summer of 1903. 
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They harvested with the Coopers, Charlie "tanking 
water for the steamer and John pitching sheaves in the 
field". They worked on farms in the McBride, and 
Rapid City districts for several years. 

In 1905 they bought the former homestead of John 
McBride (pioneer of 1882) S.W. 28-14-19 and his pre
empted N.W. 28-14-19. Mr. McBride had given proper
ty for the school which bore his name. Later Charlie 
bought S.E. 29-14-19. No wood sawing or building bee 
was complete without the two bachelors. A favorite 
saying of John Tuckers was, "Work in the summer and 
rest in the winter", and this they did, walking to homes 
in the community for an evening of talk or cards. 

For some years they were the caretakers of 
McBride school and would "stop in" to "stoke the 
fire" as they passed by on their way home. 

Charlie attended the Anglican services at McBride 
and was active in the Sunday school. Each autumn a 
Harvest Home was observed in the Anglican Church. 
Sheaves of grain, vegetables and flowers would 
decorate the school. This display of a bountiful harvest 
would be blessed during the service. 

They owned a cream colored mule which John 
referred to as "Minnie-the-Mule". She was known 
throughout the neighborhood for her ability to work. 
When noon drew near, Minnie would give out with ex
plosive ear splitting hee-haws until unhitched and on 
her way to the barn. 

Being somewhat tall and slender he was called 
"Long Charlie". It helped distinguish him from his 
cousin Charlie Cooper who also resided in the com
munity. Long Charlie also favored a Van Dyke beard, 
which he kept faultlessly groomed. 

Over the years the two bachelors prospered. In 1918 
Charlie decided to return to his native Derbyshire. He 
sold out to John. 

Mother and several other neighborly ladies packed 
box lunches for his train ride to Montreal. 

We were all sorry to see him go. 

ROBERT AND IVY CORNISH 
Samuel Robert Cornish was born south of Rapid 

City on June 23, 1904, third son of the late Samuel 
John and Emma Jane Cornish. He took his schooling at 
Wallace and Rapid City. He was always interested in 
baseball and was a member of the Tuxus Boys' Club. 
He also taught Sunday School in the st. George dis
trict. 

Ivy Alma Hales, third daughter of the late Ernest 
and Elizabeth Hales, was born in the Oakleigh district 
and took all her schooling at the district school. She 
was always interested in oratory and has performed in 
many concerts with plays and monologues. 

Robert and Ivy were married in the Forrest district 
in 1933. They farmed in that district until moving to the 
Rapid City district in 1940 to the farm of Garnet Cun
dy. In 1943, they purchased the half section and sold it 
to Jim Esplin in 1957. They took up residence in Rapid 
City where Robert did carpenter work. He has been 
financial secretary for the LO.O.F. Lodge No. 18 for 
the past thirteen years, is a member of the Lebanon 
Encampment No.7 and Deborah Rebekah Lodge No.9. 
Ivy is secretary of the Wider Parish Council and the 



U.C.W. and a past district-deputy of the Deborah 
Rebekah Lodge NO.9. 

They raised a family of two sons and one daughter 
who took their schooling at Wallace and Rapid City. 
They drove to school in the winter with a single horse 
and toboggan. They belonged to the Oakleigh Calf 
Club. 

Robert Dorne, their eldest son, born in 1934, joined 
the Royal Canadian Navy in 1952. In 1955 he married 
Lorraine Newton of Estevan and they resided in Vic
toria. He left the navy after five years. He attended 
U.B.C. and in 1967 was the first student from Brechin 

Robert Cornish cutting crop with a binder. 

GOing to school Dorne and Wynn Cornish. 

United Church, Nanaimo, B.C. to be ordained into the 
United Church ministry. He now serves the United 
Church at Comox, B.C. Lorraine teaches school there. 
Their eldest daughter, Cherilynn, has completed her 
second year at U.B.C. and Christine, two years 
younger, is employed at Comox, B.C. 

Winifred Jane (Wynn) was born in 1936. She was ac
tive in C.G.LT. and served as a leader. She took her 
training in the Rapid City Royal Bank and was 
transferred to a Victoria branch in 1957. She and her 
husband, Arnold Barnswell, a retired Petty Officer of 
the RC.N., reside in Victoria. They have five sons, 
Brian, Wayne, Douglas, Ian and David. Wyn is 
employed by the Westcoast Credit Union. 
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Ernest Cornish milking the cow. 

Samuel Ernest was born in 1939 and was active in 
the Scouts. He joined the RC.N. in 1956 and served 
five years. He married Bernadette Eisler, Regina, in 
1970 and they resided in Calgary before going to 
Whitehorse, Yukon, where Ernest is a probation of
ficer. They have two children, Leilani Kim, five years 
and Robert Shawn, three years. 

CORNISH: FAYE AND MORLEY 
Morley was born in the Wallace District, son of Vic

tor and Rena Cornish. He attended Wallace and Rapid 
City schools. In 1970 ~e married Faye Burnell and 
moved to Rapid City. Morley is currently farming and 
working in Neepawa. 

Faye was born in Rapid City, daughter of Jim and 
Joan BurnelL She received her education at Rapid City 
School and Elton Collegiate. She graduated from a 
Bookkeeping course at Assiniboine Community 
College and is employed at the Royal Bank in Rapid Ci
ty. 

THE RUSSELL COUCH F AMIL Y 
The Couch family comprised of Russell, Helen, 

Shirley, Lorraine and Cybel moved to Rapid City in 
1946 to farm three miles west of the town. Russell was 
born at Cypress River in 1900, and at the age of one 
with his parents moved to Wheatland, Manitoba. He 
attended Daly School and later farmed in Daly 
municipality until 1944. In 1933 he married Helen Daw
son of Wheatland. Helen was born at Treherne in 1904 
and lived there for six years, moving to Springfield 
with her parents in 1910. They lived there until 1916, 
when they moved to Norwood and later to Winnipeg. 
Helen attended Tache School in Norwoodland, 
afterwards SL John's Technical High School and Nor
mal School in Winnipeg. After teacher training she 
taught at Graysfield, Cloverdale, Headingly and 
Cameron Schools. Her parents had moved to 
Wheatland in 1924. 

After their marriage Russell and Helen farmed in 
the Rivers district where their three daughters, 
Shirley, Lorraine, Cybel and an only son Keith (died in 
infancy) were born. In 1944 they moved to Basswood 
and from there, to Rapid City. 

Shirley started school at Lothair and Lorraine at 
Weir and Cybel in Rapid City. All three completed high 



school at Rapid City and took teacher-training in Bran
don. Shirley married Ken Bollman, formerly of Rapid 
City, in 1953 and they have lived in Brandon since their 
marriage and have a family of four girls - Wendy, 
Lillian, Beverley and Darlene. Lorraine taught at 
Nelson House and Lynn Lake. She married Terry 
Clarke of Lynn Lake. Their son, David, was born at 
Lynn Lake and when he was two years old they moved 
to Victoria, British Columbia where they still live with 
their two sons, David and Barry. After teaching a year 
at Cardale, Cybel married John Esplin. They farm two 
miles south of Rapid City and have two daughters, 
Shirley and Jacqueline. 

In 1955 the Couch family moved into Rapid City, 
where Russell served as town constable for ten years. 
He retired in 1969. He had been active in the United 
Church and in the LO.O.F. Lodge. In 1975 he died very 
suddenly. Helen taught school at Wallace after the 
family moved to town, and also at Manson, McConnell 
and Cromer. She retired from teaching in 1969, and 
still lives in Rapid City. 

THE WILLIAM COUTTS FAMILY 
William, Alice and daughter Gladys arrived in 

Rapid City on a cold and windy Valentine's Day in 
1933, coming over town from the station in grand style 
on Sample's dray. 

Bill was born in Carberry where he received his 
schooling and his apprentice ship as a baker. He was in 
the army in World War I and after it was over, he took 
up his trade in Waskada, Manitoba. 

Alice (Steward), born in Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
England was sent to Canada in 1912 from the Barnard 
Homes to a farm at Togo, Saskatchewan where her 
brother had been sent two years previous. 

Bill took over the bakery in Rapid City from D. A. 
Rogers and if it had not been for the help of C. W. 
Loader, Coutts Bakery would never have come into be
ing. Bill carried all his water from the school pump 

Coutts Bakery, c1932. 

and handfired the oven. His only means of transporta
tion was his wheelbarrow which he used on many oc
casions for many reasons. He had shipping points west 
on both the C.P. and C.N. railways. 
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In 1948 the business was sold and Bill returned to 
Waskada for one year before moving to Winnipeg 
where he worked for McGavin's Toastmaster until his 
retirement. Alice remained in Rapid City until 1950 
and during that time worked for Margaret Sample in 
her store. 

Bill passed away in January, 1970 and in 1973 Alice 
returned to Rapid City to be near her grandchildren, 
and was one of the first residents in the Senior 
Citizen's Home. She passed away June 25th, 1976. 

Bill will best be remembered for his congeniality, 
his quick wit and his helping hand. He belonged to 
many organizations but his favorite pastime was just 
mixing with people. The summer was a happy time for 
him when he would go out to the local picnics and set 
up a booth. 

"Ma" Coutts has a special place in the hearts of the 
boys who served in the Second World War. On their 
departure for overseas, she promised to answer all the 
letters she received from them, and she did, 
sometimes getting up at 5:00 A.M. to do so. At Xmas 
time, each and everyone of them received a parcel, 
either cigarettes or a parcel containing hand knit 
socks, etc. She couldn't forget any of her boys. 

Gladys received her education in Rapid City, Bran
don College and Angus School of Commerce. She 
worked for many years for the Hudson's Bay Company 
in Winnipeg until her marriage to Art Simpson in 1964. 

COUZENS 
Mr. Hunting Couzens trained in England as a 

cabinetmaker. He emigrated to Canada around 1871, 
and settled in Listowel, Ont., where he married Jessie 
Gasson. They had two children, Robert and Eva. 

In 1879, the young family decided to move to 
Manitoba. They came west to Winnipeg by train, stay
ing one night in the over-crowded O'Conners Hotel. 
Travel west was by Red River cart along the 
Assiniboine River, and on to their homestead about 
eighteen miles north of Rapid City. 

Mrs. Couzens quickly established a dressmaking 
shop in 1890. And often assisted at the birth of new 
babies. Hunting, Lillie, Rueben and George were 
added to the family. 

Mr. Couzens worked as a carpenter, furniture and 
chimney builder for nineteen years. He died in 1898 
and was buried in the early Rapid City Cemetery. 

Mrs. Couzens then left the homestead to run a 
boarding house in Winnipeg charging $2.50 per week 
for room and board. 

The eldest son came to Moose Jaw in 1890. Reuben 
followed in· 1903, as did Mrs. Couzens. She again es
tablished a boarding house, later making her home 
with the young families. She died in 1934 at the age of 
eighty-four. 

Reuben Couzens at ninety-one is the sole survivor of 
this family. He and his wife of ninety, the former 
Aggie Holdsworth live in their own home in Moose 
Jaw. They are quite well, and will celebrate seventy 
years of marriage in September 1978. 



GARNET CUNDY 
Garnet Cundy, son of Mr. & Mrs. W.J. Cundy was 

born in 1895. He had 2 brothers and 3 sisters, Evelyn 
(Mrs. Alex McEwing) Ernest, and Olive, all deceased, 
Arnold retired on the home farm and Ethel (Mrs. 
G. Hoey) lives in Rapid City. 

Garnet married the former Maud Waghorn in 1929. 
Maud served as church organist and played in the 
McLeans Orchestra until ill health prevented her. She 
was also president of St. Georges' W.I. from 1948-1959. 
Maud passed away July 1959 and is interred in St. 
Georges' cemetery. 

Garnet was also a faithful worker of the Church as 
Rectors Warden and taking care of the cemetery. He 
was a trustee of the Wallace School for a number of 
years. He sold his farm SE Ij4 29-12-19 to Gordon 
Pearce of Brandon, and took up residence in his new 
home on 5th. Ave, in Rapid City. 

He passed away in 1977 and is interred in St. 
Georges' Cemetery. 

C. CURLL 
Cliff and Harriet Curll with their son, Elliot, moved 

to Rapid City from Hamiota in July, 1946. Cliff was 
employed by Mrs. M. E. Sample at her General store. 
A son, Ronald, was born shortly after their arrival in 
town. They lived in rooms in the home now occupied by 
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Taylor and later in the house now 
owned by George Bell. 

During their seven years in town they made many 
friends and left with regret when Cliff obtained 
employment in Brandon. In 1960 they moved to Virden 
and still reside there. Their two sons are married and 
live in Vancouver, B.C. 

W. W. CURRIE by Mrs. Grace (Currie) Jones 
William Wilson Currie, son of Robert Currie and 

Frances Emily Vrooman, was born in Mitchell, On
tario on September 19,1870. He came to Rapid City as 
a small boy. His mother had died in Ontario and his 
father brought his small family to Manitoba. After his 
father's early death he lived with his uncle and aunt, 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Caldwell of Rapid City. 

As a young boy he herded cattle near Newdale. In 
1898 he went to the Klondike to "The Gold Rush". On 
his return he took up the shoe trade and learned to 
make shoes. 

In 1909 he went to Rivers to work in McKenzie's 
store. On September 27, 1909 he married Annie 
Campbell, daughter of Peter Campbell, in Rapid City. 
They lived in Rivers until 1911 when they returned to 
Rapid City to form the store Beatty, Currie and Com
pany. 

Billie Currie was very active in sports, playing 
lacrosse in the Champion Junior Lacrosse team in 
1891. He later coached the Lacrosse team that won the 
Manitoba Championship. 

Mr. Currie was the first Noble Grand of Rapid 
City's LO.O.F. Lodge. He was also a Rebekah and a 
member of the Masonic Lodge. 

There were three children born from this marriage, 
Norman, Grace and CampbelL 
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Norman took teacher training, teaching at Alex
ander, Popular Grove and Basswood. From there he 
enlisted in the R.C.A.F. He was stationed at Toronto, 
Mountain View and Winnipeg. He was then sent to 
Rivers as an instructor. After the war, ~orman 
returned to the University of Manitoba to obtain his 
B.Sc. and B.Ed. degrees. He has taught Chemistry at 
Churchill High School in Winnipeg for the past 21 
years. In 1952 Norman married Hellan Craighill of 
Winnipegosis. They have two children Norma, who has 
just received her B.Ed. degree and Robert who is 
attending the University of Manitoba. 

Grace, also became a teacher, teaching in several 
Manitoba schools, until 1946 when she married Jack 
McLean of Kenton. They farmed four and one half 
miles south of Kenton. They had three children. Cheryl 
Ann who was tragically killed in a car accident in 1966 
at the age of eighteen. Wallace, who took Business Ad
ministration and married Judy Johnston of Oak Lake, 
in 1969. Wallace is Sales Manager for Canadian 
Pittsburgh Industries in Winnipeg. They have two 
daughters Jodi Lynne 6 and Krista Diane - 4. 
Noreen also became a teacher and at present is 
teaching at Carman. Jack McLean died suddenly in 
1951 when Noreen was two weeks old. In 1954 Grace 
married George Jones, a farmer in the Kenton dis
trict. He died in 1970. Grace still resides in Kenton. 

Campbell (Cam) worked for the Hudson's Bay Co. 
in their northern posts of Ile a la Crosse, Cumberland 
House and Big Beaver House. While at these posts he 
learned the Cree language. He is now with the Depart
ment of Mines and Natural Resources in the Ontario 
government. They live at Mississagau. In 1945 he 
married a nurse, Ruth Sandborn of Benito. They have 
four daughters Dianne, Dorothy, Gertrude (Trudy) 
and Georgina. Dianne is now Mrs. Surge Marc Gen
dron. Dorothy is Mrs. Richard Lawrence McNaughton. 
Both these girls are teachers. Trudy is Mrs. Craig 
Taylor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Currie and family left Rapid City in 
1919 to reside in Neepawa. They later left there to live 
in Oak River, Hamiota and finally in 1936 they moved 
to Kenton. Mr. Currie died in March, 1943. Mrs. Currie 
was the first Noble Grand of Rapid City Rebekah 
Lodge. She also belonged to the Red Cross, W.I. and 
W.M.S. in all the towns in which she lived, holding a 
life membership in the W.I. and W.M.S. She was a 
member of the Presbyterian Church and later the 
United Church. In 1930 she became President of the 
Rebekah Assembly of Manitoba. When the lodge 
celebrated their 50th Anniversary in Winnipeg, she 
was the only charter member present. She passed 
away in March of 1962. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Currie are buried in Rapid City 
Cemetery. 

ROBERT WILSON CURRIE 
Robert Wilson Currie and his brother in law Wm. 

Caldwell travelled to the California gold fields in 1862 
and then to the gold fields of the Cariboo, British 
Columbia. They returned to Ontario in 1866. After the 
death of his wife in 1879, R. W. Currie came to Rapid 
City and established an implement agency for the 



Toronto Reaper. This business was taken over by the 
Hart Massey Manufacture Company. He went back to 
Ontario in 1881 and brought his children, Florence, 
Maud, William Wilson and Norman McLeod to Rapid 
City. The baby Marion Grace had come to Rapid 
City earlier with her uncle and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. 
Caldwell. On the death of their father in 1883, the 
children were raised by the Caldwell and Wm. Currie 
families. 

Florence Currie's history has been included in the 
Hunter history. Norman lived in Brandon at the home 
of his uncle Wm. Currie and became a dry goods 
salesman. In 1914 he joined the Army. After the war he 
returned to British Columbia to join his sister 
Marion in Vancouver. He died in 1942 at the age of 68 
years. 

Marion received her education in Rapid City while 
living with her aunt and uncle, the Wm. Caldwell's. 
About 1900 she homesteaded a quarter section of land 
at Botteneau, North Dakota for an uncle. On returning 
to Rapid City she worked in the Post Office. In 1907 she 
went to Vancouver and graduated from the Vancouver 
General Hospital in 1910. She nursed there until her 
retirement. In 1951 she returned to make her home 
with her sister, Mrs. John Hunter. She became affec
tionately known as "Aunt Mollie". She passed away in 
1963 and is buried in the Rapid City cemetery beside 
her father and the Caldwell's. 

Robert Caldwell married R. W. Currie's sister An
nie and they came to Rapid City in 1879. They ran an 
eating and stop-over place known as the "Caldwell 
Stopping House". Mr. and Mrs. Caldwell lived in 
Rapid City till they died and are buried in the local 
cemetery. As far as can be remembered the "Caldwell 
House" was situated where Coon Soldan's garage was. 

ROY CURTIS F AMIL Y 
Roy Curtis was born in Qwatona Minnesota in 1880. 

Mrs. Curtis was born in Houston, Minnesota in 1892. 
They were married in 1923. This was a second for both 
of them. They had thirteen children between them. 
Vera was the only child from the second marriage. 
This was a very happy family. 

They came to Canada in 1925. After farming in 
Torquay, Saskatchewan and Reston, Manitoba they 
moved to McCreary in 1934. This trip was about three 
hundred miles and took over a month as the stock had 
to graze along the way. 

They came to farm in the Ralston valley in 1937 and 
spent nine years there before retiring to Rapid City. 
Mr. Curtis was town policeman for three years. Mrs. 
Curtis died in 1960 and Mr. Curtis in 1961. They are 
both buried in the Rosewood Memorial Gardens, Bran
don. 

Four sons served overseas in the second World War 
and three were wounded. Floyd is the only one of the 
family living in Rapid City. He is caretaker of the 
LO.O.F. Lodge and manager of the Pool Room. He is a 
member of the LO.O.F. Lodge and resides in his little 
house beside the Little Saskatchewan River. 

R. D. DENBOW - Submitted by Tena (Denbow) 
Hales 

Mr. and Mrs. R. D. Denbow arrived in Rapid City 
with their seven children on November 8, 1915. They 
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moved onto a farm 5 miles west of Rapid City, belong
ing to John E. Smith of Brandon. 

Five of the children attended Little Saskatchewan 
school of Pettapiece, the two eldest, Irene and Robert, 
were past public school. We all attended Pres
byterian Church at Pettapiece, and later the United 
Church. 

In 1918, Irene married Ruben Grummett of Pet
tapiece and moved to Carrol, Manitoba, where they 
raised their two children, Catherine and Keith. They 
lived there until Ruben passed away in 1963. Irene then 
made her home in Brandon and her two children 
live there also. 

Christina, also married at Rapid City, to William 
E. Hales and now reside on their farm near Justice, in 
the Glanton district. They have one son Bill, living on 
the farm with his wife, Vivian and two children, 
Cameron and Shari. 

The family moved from Pettapiece to Brandon in 
1926. Robert married Elspeth McIllquham of Alex
ander, Man., and they had 5 children: William, 
Yvonne, Allan, Irene and John. 

Jack married Florence Hunter from west of Bran
don and they have three children: Donna and Robert of 
B.C. and Helen in Brandon. 

Mother passed away in 1964 and Dad passed away 
at the age of one hundred in 1970. Lenie and Kay 
retired and live in Brandon in the Scotia Towers. Bill 
lives in Kelowna, B.C. and has one daughter, Jane. 

THE DENNIS F AMIL Y 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Dennis and family, Arthur 

and Dorothy, came to Canada in 1907, from 
Devonshire, England and farmed south west of Rapid 
City on 19-13-19. Father and son farmed together until 
Mr. Dennis passed away in 1927. 

Sadie Donaldson, who had come to Canada to be 
bridesmaid for her Scottish girlfiend, remained out 
here with her brother-in-law and sister, Frank and 
Agnes NewitL In 1927 she became Arthur's bride. 

Mrs. Dennis Sr. and daughter Dorothy moved into 
town and Arthur and Sadie remained on the farm until 
1933 when they moved into town, with Arthur doing 
carpenter work in the district. He was Secretary
treasurer of the Municipality of Saskatchewan from 
1937 until his retirement in 1964. 

Mrs. Dennis Sr. passed away in 1936. Sadie Dennis 
passed away in 1939 leaving Arthur with two small 
daughters, Dorothy and Evelyn. His sister Dorothy 
moved in with him to help raise the two girls. Miss 
Dorothy Dennis passed away in 1961 after suffering a 
stroke. 

Dorothy and Evelyn took their schooling in Rapid 
City. Dorothy, who took nurses training received her 
R.N. at Edmonton. Shortly after this she married 
Stanley Wright of New Norway, Alberta, where they 
are engaged in farming. They raised a family of four, 
Douglas, Murray, Colleen, and Corrine. At the present 
time Dorothy is nursing at Camrose Hospital. 

Evelyn became a stenographer and was employed 
in Winnipeg. She married Owen Turner, of Homefield, 
Manitoba and has a family of three, Jeffery, Marlene 
and Lorna. They reside in Winnipeg where Owen has 
employment with the Manitoba Telephone System. 



Arthur Dennis enjoys good health and resides in 
Fairview Home, Brandon. He will be 86 years in June. 

THE JAMES DENTON FAMILY 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Denton came to the district from 

Ontario and farmed north of town. They raised a fami
ly of six; Elizabeth Shorrock resided at Minnedosa and 
passed away in 1969; Lillian Brown, Alberta; Alice 
Lyons, Transcona; George resides at the home of Mr. 
Nelson Hales, Rapid City; Minnie married Nelson 
Hales and raised a family of four daughters and two 
sons; Edith Paul resides in Brandon and raised a fami
ly of three. They were raised and educated at Rapid 
City. Roy farmed south of town on the farm of the late 
Henry Hales. He passed away in 1975 at the age of 
forty-four years. Helen married Lyle Ramsay and 
resides in Brandon. They have one daughter. Bill 
married Bernice Lepla, they reside in Brandon with 
their two sons and one daughter. 

DONALD DERBYSHIRE 
Donald Derbyshire and Linda Huckle were married 

in Ontario in 1968. Don was employed by the Canada 
Pipeline and transferred to Moosomin in 1969. He 
came to Rapid City in 1969 and lived for a few months 
in the Doctor's residence. They moved out to the 
former Wells' farm and from there to the house on O. 
McLean's farm. In 1974 they built a new home in Rapid 
City. In 1976 they sold their house to Ron Ironside and 
moved back to Ontario. They adopted a daughter, 
Kerri, in 1971. A daughter Kathleen was born in 1973 
and a son, Robert Allan, in 1977. 

DAVID DICK HISTORY - contributed by D. Dick Jr. 
Great Grandfather Dick came to Canada possibly 

in the 1840's and settled in the County of Huron 
township of Hay, Ontario. He had been a school 
teacher in Scotland. He was paymaster on the first 
Welland Canal in Ontario. He was also assessor for the 
County. 

Grandfather David Dick was born in Scotland in 
1830 and came to Canada when he was just a lad. 

Margaret Buchanan was born near Greenock, 
Scotland and came to Canada with her parents at the 
age of 14. It was a three week trip by boat. She married 
David Dick in 1858. They came west by oxen and boat 
to settle in the Moline district in 1879. David Dick was 
one of the first councillors of the R.M. of 
Saskatchewan. The Dick residence was a stopping 
place on the Shoal Lake trail. They had the pleasure of 
having the Marquis of Lome, Governor General 
H.R.H. for a guest on one of his western tours. They 
had a family of six; Margaret, Helen, Jean, David, 
William and Peter. 

Margaret married Ed. Soldan, Helen married 
Richard Luker, Jean married Thomas Cocklan, David 
married Annie Cocklan, William married Minnie 
Manley and Peter married Effie Underhill. 

Grandfather David Dick passed away in 1916 and 
his wife Margaret in 1920. 

Grandfather Dick had the homestead and Pre
emption where they lived the rest of their lives. WH-
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liam had the homestead and Pre-emption on the west. 
Father Dick homesteaded S.W. 1/4 16-14-20 and S.E. 1/4 
Pre-emption. He later sold the Pre-emption to George 
Clackson. He was one of the founders of Co-op in 
Manitoba and was Moline Co-op manager from the 
beginning until 1924. He was also postmaster from the 
time of the first post-office in Moline until he retired to 
Vancouver in 1924. 

THE JOHN DICK FAMILY - Contributed by John 
Dick 

Mr. John and Elizabeth (nee Martens) Dick were 
born in South Russia about 12 miles apart, but they did 
not know each other. When the Revolution came Mr. 
Dick had to serve as an officers body guard. Their 
group lost against the Red Army so they fled to China. 
The Chinese Government had to give the officer back 
to the Red Army who in turn buried him alive. The 
Soldiers were allowed to go through China if they gave 
the Chinese their guns and ammunition. It did not take 
very long when the remaining soldiers broke up into 
smaller and smaller groups. Mr. Dick did all kinds of 
work in China from horse taxi driving to working in the 
coal mines. The last job he did was carry water from 
the basement to the third floor for his employer an 
American Missionary from Southern U.S.A. At this 
Missionaries home he saw a weekly journal from 
Canada in which was an Ad that stated that Canada 
needed immigrants. He wrote a letter and not long 
after he was on his way to Canada. Coming in from the 
West Coast, then by train to Rosthern, Saskatchewan. 
The next day standing in the unemployment line a 
farmer thought he looked big and strong so he took him 
to his farm north-east of Young Saskatchewan where 
he worked a few years. 

Mrs. Dick left Russia with a larger group during 
the Revolution via England and they came to Canada 
from the East Coast. She also went to Rosthern 
Saskatchewan where she received work as a 
housemaid near Colonsey, Saskatchewan. This is 
where they met and a while later they were married. 
They bought a 1f4 section farm with buildings. In 1929 
they started farming in this new land. 

Nine children were born to them, three boys and six 
girls. The dry thirties set in and everything was hard 
to come by. They bought another It. section as the 
family grew but found land was hard to come by as a 
few big farmers owned most of the land. 

In 1943 a man came to them promising them great 
things if they came with him to Manitoba. Mr. Dick 
would be a partner in a big business and also have a 
farm at Rapid City, Manitoba. Believing the man they 
loaded all their belongings in a box car and came by 
C.N.R. the long way over Neepawa to Rapid City, on 
December 31, 1943. The Queen's Hotel was their first 
home for a few nights. They soon found out that the 
man who brought them here did not own the farm at all 
and that his promises were untrue. The boys thought 
that the land around here looked wilder than where 
they came from. In 1964 Mr. and Mrs. Dick retired and 
moved to Brandon. The farm is now run by the oldest 
son John. The other children are scattered across 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Paraguay, S.A. 



STEVE DMYTRIW 
Steve Dmytriw grew up on a farm at Basswood. He 

graduated from Brandon Teacher's College in 1965. He 
began teaching in Rapid City in September, 1965 and 
taught there until June, 1976. During this time he 
received both his Bachelor of Arts and of Education 
from Brandon University. Steve boarded at Robert 
Cornish's until he married Bernice McLean in 1970. 
Bernice grew up on a farm at Darlingford. She 
graduated from Manitoba Teacher's College in 1967. 
She taught for three years at Oak River before marry
ing Steve and coming to Rapid City. Bernice taught in 
Rapid City from September, 1970 until 1975. They lived 
in the Wm. Small house at S.E. 14-13-19 until 
December, 1975 when they purchased the George Greig 
farm, the N.E. 19-13-18 in the Tremaine district. In 
April, 1976 a son, Nathan joined the family. At present 
Steve is teaching at Oak River Junior High School. 
Both Steve and Bernice are active in lO.O.F. Lodge. 

STEVE AND ELSIE DOWHAN 
Steve Dowhan, the fourth son of Paul and Katherine 

Dowhan was born at Gimli in December, 1930. It was 
here he received his education and his first employ
ment was at C.F.B. in Gimli. 

Elsie Mary, daughter of Kasper and Josie Skwarok 
was born in June, 1936 at Teulon. She attended the 
Armistice school in the Petersfield district and high 
school in Teulon. Prior to her marriage Elsie was a 
stenographer in the Welfare Department for the city of 
Winnipeg. 

Steve and Elsie were married November 13, 1954 at 
Winnipeg Beach. They lived on the family farm at 
Gimli, where their four children were born. They 
moved to Rapid City in June, 1969 where they took over 
the Queens Hotel. 

Lynn Valerie was born November 7, 1955. She 
graduated from Elton and is presently completing her 
science degree at Brandon University. Lynn par
ticipated in most sports, particularily volley ball. She 
was a figure skater, a certified scuba diver and is a 
volunteer swimming instructor at the Y in Brandon. 

Stephen Kenneth, born April 13, 1957 took his 
schooling in Rapid City, Elton and graduated from 
Crocus Plains in Brandon. Stephen is taking his Elec
trical Maintenance Apprenticeship with Manitoba 
Hydro at Grand Rapids and is to go to Kettle Rapids in 
January, 1978. Stephen enjoys sports especially hockey 
and has played for Rapid City, Minnedosa Bombers, 
Brandon Travellers and the Selkirk Stealers. 

On April 1, 1960 Debbie Josephine was born. Debbie 
is taking her grade 12 at Elton and during the summer 
she was employed as a steno for the R.C.M.P. in Bran
don. Debbie is interested in sports, has been a life 
guard, has her scuba diving certificate, has figure 
skated, enjoys music and is presently teaching swim
ming as a volunteer at the Y in Brandon. 

The youngest child is Patricia Kathy, who was born 
October 5, 1963. Patty attended Rapid City Elemen
tary School and is now in grade nine at Elton 
CoUegate. She enjoys all sports particularily volley 
ball, figure skating, swimming, music and baking. 

Since their arrival in Rapid City the Dowhan family 
have been active in the community. Steve has been 
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president of the Chamber of Commerce and of the 
Hockey Club. For the past five years he has played 
guitar and saxaphone with the Brandex dance 
band. Debbie also plays base guitar and sings with the 
group. Elsie's hobby of decorating wedding cakes 
keeps her talent in great demand and she is a member 
of the Legion Ladies Auxiliary. 

MR. AND MRS. CARMEN DUNCAN 
Mr. and Mrs. Carmen Duncan and daughter Peggy 

came to Moline district in the spring of 1937 to work on 
the farm of Henry Rourke. They worked there until the 
spring of 1938 when they moved to the farm known as 
the Forrestt farm NE 12-14-20 which they rented from 
A. J. Berlet. In 1943 the Duncan family purchased the 
farm located at 12-14-21 owned by Conrad Kahler. 
Another daughter, Corinne was born in 1946. 

While residing in the Moline district Mr. and Mrs. 
Duncan were active in 4-H club work. Moline history 
states there had been a calf club since the late 20's. 
Sometime later this club became inactive. Then in 1946 
Mr. Duncan started afresh and became the first 
leader ot an enthusiastic group of young people to be 
known as the Moline 4-H Calf Club. Mrs. Duncan was 
one of the first leaders of the Moline 4-H Home 
Economics Club which was formed in 1953. 

Carmen passed away in April 1957 after which time 
Mrs. Duncan and Corinne moved to Brandon. The farm 
was purchased by their daughter Peggy and husband 
Kaz Rudniski. Corinne married Glen Bosch of 
Lethbridge in 1967 and they have three children, Car
ma, Bryan and Sherrie. 

THE FRANK DURSTON FAMILY contributed by 
Ruth Phillips 

Frank Roy Durston was born on June 19, 1882, at the 
village of Brean in Somerset County, England. He 
came to Canada as a young man in his early twenties 
and spent a number of years in the Pettapiece area 
working as a farm-hand for John T. Shanks, Thomas 
Shanks, Ted Short and Tommy Wolstenholme. Later 
he went to Cardale, where he spent the next seven 
years working for William McFarland, three miles 
west of town. 

In the fall of 1922 he rented a quarter section a mile 
and a half south of Cardale, and the following spring 
married Cora Belle Turner, formerly of Broadview, 
Saskatchewan. At Cardale they spent the next eighteen 
years, having a family of five sons and five daughters 
and struggling to care for them through the lean hard 
years of the "dirty thirties". It was here that the 
Durstons lost two of their children. In October, 1930 
their four-year-old son, Billie, was killed in a harvest 
accident when the team ran away, and in September, 
1938 an infant daughter, Mary Belle, was born to them 
but survived for only a few days. 

In 1940 Frank moved his family to Rapid City and 
for the next nine years rented the Millar farm, a mile 
east of town. Here was a large house and yard, more 
acres for cattle and crops, and a growing family to 
help with the extra work. Life became a little easier 
for them and soon they had acquired a small John 
Deere tractor, an extra horse for the buggy, and even a 
radio, but the Durston family never did own a car. 



Time passed and soon the children were old enough to 
get jobs and make their own living. Frank was not a 
young man anymore and his health was failing, so in 
October, 1949 he held an auction sale and moved into 
the small house he had purchased at 327-11th Street, 
Brandon. Here they remained until his death on 
September 25, 1966, at the age of eighty-four years. He 
now lies at rest beside his son, Billie, in the family plot 
in Marney Cemetery, northwest of Cardale. At the 
time of this writing, his wife Cora is living in the 
senior citizens' home at 249-9th Street, Brandon. 

Ruth (Mrs. Gilbert Phillips), lives in Rapid City 
where her husband operates a garage and implement 
business. They have four daughters, Bernice (Mrs. 
Keith Finlay, Rapid City), Shirley (Mrs. Harold 
Slator, Brandon), Patricia and Linda at home; also 
three grandchildren, Douglas and Sandy Finlay and 
Cameron Slator. 

Victor, and his wife Jean live at Thompson, 
Manitoba, where he is employed as a heavy equip
ment operator and mechanic by International Nickel 
Company. 

Florence (Mrs. Leslie Davis), the second daughter, 
lives on a farm two miles east of Hamiota. They have 
four daughters and one son, Nora, Jimmy, Donna, and 
Dorothy and Doris (twins). 

Doris (Mrs. Wendlin Brotzel) lives at London, On
tario, where her husband is employed as an electrician 
by the Kellogg Corn Flake Company. They have four 
children, Rosalie (Mrs. Richard Dias), Glen, Rena and 
Myrna. 

Philip, the third son, passed away in April, 1964 
after a serious illness. He was laid to rest in Chapel 
Lawn Memorial Gardens, Winnipeg. His wife Audrey 
and three children, Dayne, Lyle and Donnie, make 
their home in Winnipeg. 

Fred, lives in Saskatchewan, usually working as a 
farm hand or in small towns. He was last heard of 
from Kindersley, Saskatchewan, but his present loca
tion is not known. 

Ted, the youngest son, works for an oil exploration 
crew in northern Canada and the North West 
Territories, moving about wherever his work takes 
him. His home address at last contact was Zama City, 
N.W.T. 

Mildred (Mrs. Jim Greive), the youngest daughter, 
also lives in London, Ontario, and has two children, 
Jimmy and Wendy. 

At the present time (November 1977) Mrs. Durston 
has three sons and four daughters Hving, also seven
teen grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. 

ARNOLD (OLLIE) ECKBERG FAMILY con-
tributed by Florence Eckberg 

In 1946 Arnold Eckberg bought the South half and 
northeast quarter of section 11-13-19. 

On February 22, 1947 he married Florence Moir of 
Brandon, Man. They lived in Brandon until March, 
when they moved out to the farm. They carried on a 
mixed farming operation until 1974 when they bought a 
house in Rapid City and moved in April 1975. 

They have two sons, Arnold and Wayne. Both 
received their education at Tremaine school and Elton 
Collegiate. 
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Arnold married Margo Christie, eldest daughter of 
Bennie and Norma Christie of Rapid City in 1972. They 
have two daughters, Karolina and Krista. They lived in 
Brandon until April 1975 when they moved out to the 
family farm. Arnold continues to work at Scott 
National and carries on farming as well. 

Wayne married Debbie Bollman, eldest daughter of 
Keith and Shirley Bollman of Justice, Man. in 1973. 
They have two children, Kevin and Kimberley. Wayne 
is employed as a buyer for Scott National and they 
reside in Rapid City. 

GARNET AND IRIS EDMUNDS 
My husband Garnet was born at Renfrew, Ontario, 

the son of Mr. and Mrs. George Edmunds. His mother 
passed away in 1939 and his father in 1947. He came to 
Manitoba in 1931 and settled in the north country. 

I was born at Nova, Manitoba, the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Anslie McMillan. Garnet and I were married 
in Swan River in 1938. We farmed a 1f4 section of most
ly bush. Times were hard but our children: Darrell, 
Donna and Mel have a lot of fond memories of their 
childhood in the north. Garnet was employed with the 
Parks board until his retirement in 1976. I worked with 
the Children's Aid SOciety and the Brandon Co-op 
Lumber coffee shop. 

On retiring we chose Rapid City as our home 
because of its scenic setting and friendly people. We 
purchased the residence known as the "Saul" house. 

Our eldest son Darrell, his wife Geraldine and their 
family of three live at Quesnel, B.C. We enjoy our 
visits to that province where fishing and hunting are 
popular. 

Our daughter Donna and her husband Rodney 
Hrappstead have two daughters, Melodi and Crystel. 
They moved from Brandon to Swan River in 1977 and 
along with our son Mel they operate a Power-Vac 
business and Hrappstead's Plumbing and Heating. Mel 
is divorced and has one daughter Tracey. 

We have enjoyed our short stay in Rapid City but 
the "call of the North" has made us decide to leave for 
Swan River this fall and make our home nearer our 
family. 

THE RICHARD J. ENGLISH FAMILY 
Richard Joseph (Dick) English, son of Wm. Joseph 

(Joe) English and May Greer, formerly of Moline, 
and Rapid City since 1976. They farmed in the Moline 

Dick attended Moline School and was very active in 
baseball and hockey while farming at home. He then 
joined the Royal Canadian Artillery as a Despatch 
Rider from 1941-1946, including service in England and 
Europe, where he was injured in a motorcycle acci
dent. After returning home, he continued farming until 
he sold his farm in 1976 to Richard Hornibrook from 
the Pettapiece District. 

Dick married Ethel Bridgeman, younger daughter 
of Jack and Sarah (White) Bridgeman of Moline. 
Ethel, a twin, was born at Hartney, Manitoba, then 
moved to ::v1oline with her parents, six brothers and 
one sister in April, 1934. Ethel attended Whitewater 
and Moline School, Brandon Collegiate Institute, and 
Cardale High School where she completed Grade XII; 
Normal School in Winnipeg 1947-48, also two summer 



school sessions and she taught in several rural areas 
from 1946-56. 

Dick and Ethel were married in Rapid City United 
Church in October, 1956, and lived in the Moline dis
trict on the S.W. quarter of Section 19-14-20, which had 
been the English family home farm since 1917. They 
moved their recently purchased mobile home to Rapid 
City in June, 1976. Dick is employed with farming, 
Ethel has part-time work at the L. and S. Grocery 
Store, she is also caretaker at the Legion Hall and 
teaches Sunday School. They have three adopted 
children Bob, Tom and Maryanne, who all attended 
Rivers schools. Bob is employed in mixed farming, 
Tom is taking Grade X at Elton Collegiate and 
Maryanne attends Rapid City Elementary SchooL All 
three take part in Science Fairs, 4-H, and Sports, win
ning many trophies and merit awards. 

Through the years the Englishs' have been active in 
both communities, Moline and Rapid City. Ethel in the 
Rapid City Legion Auxiliary; Royal Valley Chapter 
No. 40, Order of the Eastern Star, still active in Rivers 
Chapter O.E.S.; the Moline Sunday School, United 
Church Women; Women's Institute and Community 
Club. Dick belonging to the Legion No. 49, the Masonic 
Order, Lodge No. 15 and coach of baseball and hockey 
teams plus his hobbies of trapping, hunting and 
fishing. 

W. J. (JOE) ENGLISH 
Joe English was born at Arthur, Ontario in 1891, the 

youngest son of Richard and Margaret English, in a 
family of nine. He came to Manitoba in 1898 with his 
parents. They lived at McConnell for one year before 
moving to Moline where he lived until 1967. 

In 1914 he married Isabella May Greer. They lived 
on the Richard Hotham farm (S 1f2 24-14-21) for two or 
three years. It was here that Allen, the eldest son of 
four, was born. They purchased the Sam Prout farm 
(W 1/2 19-14-20) in 1917 and it was here their other sons, 
Elvin, Dick and Ivan were born. 

Mr. and Mrs. English retired to the village of 
Moline in the late forties, later moving to Rapid City, 
where Mrs. English passed away in 1973. 

During his lifetime, Joe has been a very keen 
enthusiast in sports, particularly baseball. He en
joyed this sport for many years and was playing with 
Hamiota when this team won the Manitoba Cham
pionship in 1918. Mr. English enjoyed the game of curl
ing up to a few years ago and can still display the old 
art of step-dancing when called on. 

Mr. English served from 1942 to 1960 on the 
Municipality CounciL At this time of writing he is still 
quite active and is now living in the Legion Gardens in 
Rapid City. 

ELVIN E. ENGLISH FAMILY 
Elvin is the second son of Mr. and Mrs. Joe English, 

and was born in 1917. He attended schools at Moline 
and Cardal~. Elvin was, and still is very interested in 
sports, taking an active part in baseball, hockey, curl
ing and hunting. 

During world war two he served overseas in 
England, Africa and Europe, mostly in Italy. He 
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returned home in 1945 and received his discharge the 
same year. 

In 1947 Elvin married the former Anna Christine 
Nielsen. They purchased their home farm N1fz of 15-14-
20 where they still live. There are four daughters, 
Margaret (Mrs. J. Scribner) living in Rapid City, Lin
da and Shirley living in Nelson, B.C. and Dorothy in 
Brandon. There are three grandsons, Billy, in Nelson 
B.C. and Trent and Darren in Rapid City. 

Anne English was the adopted daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. William Nielsen of Rapid City. Mr. Nielsen came 
to Canada from Denmark around 1907 and worked for a 
Mr. Charlie Christie in the Alexander district. Mrs. 
Nielsen was the former Mrs. Caroline Christensen, 
who came to Canada from Denmark in 1909 with her 
two children, Christense and Henry. They were 
married in 1909 and in the spring of 1913 they moved to 
the Peter James farm in the Tremaine district. In 1914 
or 15 they moved to the farm N/W 1f4 of 11-13-19 where 
they adopted Anna Christine in 1916. 

Christense (Stense) married Alfred Nielsen in 1914. 
Henr:y married the former Agnes Forgie in 1923. They 
moved to Ennumclaw, Washington, U.S.A. in 1925, 
later moving to Vancouver, B.C. where Agnes (Nan) 
passed away in 1950. In 1953 Henry married Mary 
Fraser and they still live in Vancouver. 

Mrs. Caroline Nielsen passed away in April of 1934 
and William in November, 1972. 

THE ESPLIN F AMIL Y 
Alexander Smith Esplin was born in 1900 in Angus, 

Scotland. He had two sisters and five brothers. He 
joined the Gordon Highlanders in 1918 and served in 
occupied Germany. In 1921 he came to Canada to the 
Newdale district. Later he worked in Saskatchewan 
before taking up farming in the Newdale district in 
1926. Two years later he married Edna Greer who was 
born in Ontario, and moved to Manitoba when she was 
a year old. Edna attended school at Weir, McBride and 
Rapid City High School where she was a student of 
Frederick Phillip Grove. 

Alex and Edna moved to the Wallace School district 
south of Rapid City in 1936 farming the W. half of sec
tion 8-13-19. They attended church at the school and 
Edna was a member of the Wallace Ladies Aid. 

In 1964 they retired to Rapid City and purchased the 
house formerly owned by Harold Brown. Alex has a 
life membership in the Rapid City Curling Club and is 
very interested in sports. Alex is a member of the 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch No. 49 and Edna was 
active in the U.C.W. and the Legion Ladies Auxiliary. 

In 1975 Edna passed away and in 1977 Alex sold 
his house and took up residence in the Legion Gardens 
in Rapid City. 

They raised a family of three sons Jim, John and 
Archie. 

William James was born in 1930. He received his 
education at Wallace and Rapid City. After working 
for local farmers for a few years he rented the farm 
from Robert Cornish which he later purchased. In 1956 
he married Doris Louise Rogers, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lome Rogers, Forrest. They have four children, 
Gregory James (1957), Kevin Douglas (1959), Shelly 
Leanne (1962) and Karen Louise (1967). 



Edward John Alexander was born in 1932. He took 
his schooling at Wallace and Rapid City. He worked on 
farms in ::vIanitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta before 
renting Harvey Wright's farm in the Rapid City dis
trict in 1956. In 1965 he married Cybel Couch, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Russell Couch, Rapid City. Cybel 
attended school in Rapid City and later became a 
teacher and taught at Cardale and Lornedale. In 1967 
they purchased the Andrew McCallum farm (E. half of 
8-13-19) and in 1974 bought John's fathers farm where 
they had resided since they were married, (W half of 
8-13-19). They have two daughters; Shirley Anne 
(1967) and Jacqueline Whitney (1970). 

Archie Everest was born in 1935 and received his 
education at Wallace and Rapid City. He joined the 
Royal Canadian Navy in 1952 and served for five years. 
He worked for the Manitoba Hydro before joining the 
National Grain Co. He took his training at Wellwyn, 
Saskatchewan and Grimshaw, Alberta, before becom
ing agent at Pope, Manitoba. He is now at Balcarres, 
Saskatchewan for the Cargill Grain Co., new owners of 
the National Grain Co. In 1965 he married Beverley 
Blake, eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William 
Douglas Blake, Rapid City. Beverley took her school
ing at Rapid City and was later employed at the Royal 
Bank, Rapid City. She was an active member of the 4-
H club. They have two children Anita Leanne (1966) 
and Dallas Kent (1969). 

Alex and Edna Esplin and their three sons were 
very musical, playing the violin and accordian. The 
boys took violin lessons from Alex Whyte, Rivers. 
They were also interested in all sports. 

RON AND EDIE EVANS 
Ronald Lloyd Evans was born at Bethany, third son 

of Edward and Dorothy Evans. He took his schooling 
at Minnedosa and Vernon, B.C. where his family 
moved to after the war. At the age of 16 he returned to 
Minnedosa and was employed by the C.P.R. as call
boy. In 1953 he switched to yard service with the 
C.P.R. working in Minnedosa, Brandon and 
Revelstoke, B.C. Eda Joyce Ebell was born in 
Pangman, Saskatchewan, the second daughter of Jack 
and Julia Ebell. During the depression the family 
moved to Manitoba residing in the Roseneath, 
Bradwardine, and finally Oak River district. Edie was 
a member of the C.G.I.T., 4-H and sang in the choir. 
Prior to marriage she was employed at the Singer 
Sewing Centre in Brandon. 

In 1955 Ron and Edie were married at Oak River 
United Church. They lived at Minnedosa prior to com
ing to Rapid City in 1963. Rapid City was in need of a 
barber and Ron had just completed his barber train
ing. They purchased the W. E. Birkinshaw house. For 
three years Ron drove the school van to supplement 
the income from the barber shop. In 1965 Ron was 
called back on the C.P.R. so they closed the shop. 
Again work on the C.P.R. slowed so they purchased 
Kemp's Confectionery where they lived until 1974 
when they sold the business to Lloyd Shelvey and Steve 
Wilson. They now live in their new home north of the 
river on the land formerly owned by William Dick and 
Ron is with the C.P.R. in Brandon. 
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They raised a family of three children: Rhonda is a 
student nurse, Lloyd a student at Crocus Plains 
Regional School and Leigh a student at Rapid City 
Elementary School. All three are interested in com
munity affairs, belonging to the Cubs, 4-H, C.G.I. T. 
and active in the United Church. Lloyd was very in
terested in sports and plays baseball and hockey. 

MR. AND MRS. JACK FARMER-by Reg Farmer 
My parents, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Farmer, were 

married in England and came to Canada in 1904. They 
lived in Brandon until 1913 where their three children 
were born Reg, Phyllis and Lona. They came to the 
Rapid City district in 1913 and lived south of town, 
where their youngest daughter, Joyce, was born. We 
all attended Wallace school. 

Dad bought the NE 1/2 8-13-19 and it was later sold to 
Reg Rogers. Dad passed away in 1945 and is laid to 
rest in the Rapid City cemetery. In 1947 Mother and 
Lona moved to Brandon where Lona was employed at 
the McKenzie Seed Co. Reg married Beth Andrew of 
Winnipeg in 1946 and lives in Brandon. They have a 
daughter and son; Joyce married George Dickson and 
lives at Chilliwack with their family of two; Glen 
married to Gale Weber and residing at Brandon. They 
have two children. 

Phyllis married Bruce Miles and resides in Bran
don. Their son, Mort is the owner of "Mort's Drive
In." On No. 10 Highway entering Brandon. 

Joyce, her husband, George Trithart and two sons 
live in Calgary. 

Mother, at the age of 95 and sister Lona still reside 
in Brandon. 

JAKE AND TENA FAST 
Jake Fast was born March 2, 1913 at Teigeriveide, 

Russia and came to Canada with his parents in 1924. 
They settled at Herbert, Saskatchewan, but found the 
winters very cold, so as a family they moved from 
farm to farm looking for a milder climate, similar to 
that of the old country. Finally, they moved to a farm 
21fz miles east of Rapid City. Their family totaled 
seven boys, so they were quite a work force on a farm. 

On July 13, 1932 Jake married Tena Klassen at Pet
tapiece. Tena was born near Moscow, Russia, moving 
to Firstenland, Russia prior to coming to Mexico with 
her family in 1928. They were only in Mexico a short 
while before moving to Canada and settling at Altona, 
Man. Tena worked for many families, finally coming 
to the Rivers area. Jake and Tena's wedding was sim
ple, but very memorable, as it was held in a granary 
on John Krahn Sr's. farm. Times were rough and the 
newlyweds lived with Jake's parents for a year. Then 
they ventured out on their own and farmed 3 miles SW 
of Rapid City for 4 years. Their first two children were 
born on this farm, Eric, November 22,1933 and John, 
September 30, 1936. At this particular farm, the 
gophers multiplied so rapidly that they didn't leave 
much of the crop to harvest. 

Farming improved slightly when they moved to Bill 
Bailey's farm at Rivers where they lived until 1940. 
Their first daughter, Annalee, was born December 6, 



1938. From there they moved to John T. Shanks farm 
at Pettapiece. They rented the land for three years, 
then Mr. Shanks decided to sell out and enjoy the rest 
of his life in retirement. He offered the farm to Jake, 
but the terms were "cash", of which they could not 
produce. Mr. Dick Short dropped in one day and 
realized how much Jake wanted to buy that farm. He 
offered to lend the money to Jake and thanks to him, 
they were able to continue farming there until 1949. 
Ernie, their third son, was born June 18,1948, and their 
second daughter, Helen was born October 18, 1950. 

From there Jake purchased the farm of John 
Shanks, a grain buyer, and farmed there until 1960, 
when his son Eric and his 'wife took over this farm. 

Once again, Jake and Tena moved to a farm 3 miles 
east of Rivers and they farmed there until Jake's 
death in November, 1974. Tena then moved into 
Rivers. 

Eric, their eldest son, married Tina Thiessen of 
Brandon in 1960 and they farm the John Shanks farm. 
They have 2 sons, Larry and Norman, attending Rivers 
school. 

John, in 1949, began to work the land on the John T. 
Shanks farm, with the help of his father and brother, 
Eric. John moved to Rivers area with his parents and 
in 1960 took over the operation of his farm, the old J. T. 
Shanks farm. 

In August 1968, John married Eleanor Mitchell of 
Brandon and they made their home in Rivers. Eleanor 
was a Registered Nurse, a graduate of the Victoria 
General Hospital in Winnipeg. She worked in Brandon 
for several years, then worked as a Public Health 
Nurse for 4 years. John and Eleanor's little daughter, 
Carolyn Joan, was born July 24, 1975. The Fasts then 
had a house built on the farm and moved into it July, 
1976. John has inherited several traits of his father, 
one being the love of horses. He enjoys his riding 
horse, but also has other young horses that he intends 
to break to harness driving. 

Annalee, the eldest daughter, married Jake 
Gunther and they live at Abbotsford, B.C. and they 
have 3 children. 

Ernie, the youngest son, married Lynn Mitchell and 
they have 2 children and live at Abbotsford, B.C. 

Helen, the younger daughter, married Conrad Ar
visais and they have one son. They live on the home 
farm of the late Jake Fast, 3 miles east of Rivers. 

JOHN J. AND MARY FAST 
John, the eldest of Jacob Fast's seven sons former

ly of the Hunterville district, together with brother 
Dick, farmed part of 15-13-20 west of Rapid City along 
the Minnedosa river during the years 1930-35. He 
married Mary Epp of Whitewater, Manitoba in 1929. 
Children Elsie, Jack and Verne were born during their 
stay at Rapid City. They then moved to a farm near 
Boissevain where Helen and Henry were added to their 
family. In 1957, the Fasts moved to the town of Boisse
vain where John worked as a carpenter during the first 
years and then at the Peace Gardens where he still 
spends the summer months. Every summer their 
home and grounds are a gardener's showplace. 

John and Mary are very active members of the 
Whitewater Mennonite Church. The children are all 

228 

married and have added 18 grandchildren and one 
great grandchild to the family. Elsie and husband 
Peter Neufeld of Minnedosa have sons Lory and Rod, 
daughters Verna, Kathy and Lisa, daughter-in-law 
Audrey (Turton) and grandson Dayle. Jack and wife 
Rita (Defer) of Winnipeg have sons Tim and Ted and 
daughter Terri. Verne and wife Agnes (Neufeld) of 
Winnipeg have sons Ron and Tom and daughters 
Sherl and Alynne. Helen and husband Hugo Hilde
bran de of Winnipeg have son Rick and daughters 
Mandy and Melanie. Henry and wife Barbara (John
son) of Winnipeg (presently in Baden, Germany) have 
daughters Kim and Alison. 

WALTER FAWBERT 
Walter Fawbert was born in 1894 in Yorkshire, 

England. In 1916 he enlisted in the Imperial Army Ser
vice Corp. He spent three months in the army of oc
cupation in Germany. 

Walter came to Canada in 1923 on a ten day ocean 
trip. He travelled by boat to Montreal and by train to 
Rapid City. As farming was his occupation in the old 
country, he worked on farms in the Bradwardine and 
Pettapiece districts when he first came to Canada. In 
1933 he purchased the 560 acre "Ralston Valley" farm 
in the Little Saskatchewan River valley. He grew 
grain and raised livestock. He was an active member 
of the Registered Hereford Sire club for many years. 
There was an abundance of pasture land and plenty of 
water on this farm making it ideal to raise livestock. 
In 1965 Walter sold a % section and eighty acres north 
of the river to Harry Sharpe. He took up residence at 
the Queen's Hotel in Rapid City and operated the rest 
of the farm from town. In 1970 he sold out to Don 
Sharpe. He has lived at the Queen's Hotel since. In 1965 
he made a trip back to England to visit his two 
brothers, John and Cecil and also numerous other 
relatives. 

FEARNLEY HISTORY 
It was March 11, 1921 when John Fearnley left his 

home near Wigan, Lancashire, England for Liverpool 
to embark for Canada. His occupation had always been 
that of a farm bailiff on a farm which by our standards 
was small, but very productive land. 

John's first destination was near London, Ontario to 
the farm owned by the newspaper "Farmers Ad
vocate". However conditions of farming there were 
much the same as those in England and he wanted a 
change so he came west in June to Rapid City. He 
found work here on a farm. His wife Lucy and two 
children Margaret and John came out in August to join 
him. 

The family remained in the Rapid City area until 
October, 1922 when they rented a farm west of Moline. 
Here they stayed for 5 years until 1927 when they 
bought the S 1/232-13-19, 1 Vz miles north of Rapid City. 
This farm proved to be a challenge! A fight against 
weeds and a struggle to carryon during the "thirties" 
in the face of drought and low prices. However by the 
1940's he had land that produced crops of seed grain. 
A small herd of cattle and about a hundred laying hens 



were kept. Of course horsepower was used to work the 
land until tractors replaced them. 

Daughter Margaret taught school during the thir
ties and in 1941 married Norman Taylor of Minnedosa 
where they still reside. Son John worked on the farm 
with his father until he joined the armed forces in 
January, 1941 and went overseas in March, 1941 where 
he remained during the duration of the war, serving in 
the Middle East and on the second front until the end of 
the hostilities. He, then returned to farm and in 1949 
married Vera Trott of Rapid City. 

In 1952 John Sf. passed away a few days after suf
fering a stroke. Mrs. Fearnley then had an auction sale 
and moved into Rapid City to reside. For sixteen years 
she lived there and passed away in 1968 at the age of 
eighty-four. John Jr. took over the farm. 

John and Vera Fearnley lived two miles west of 
Rapid City for three years before moving to their 
present farm north of town. Their family consists of 
three boys and one daughter. John Albert and his wife 
Sally farm and make their home on NW 29-13-19. 
Thomas William resides in the Lethbridge area where 
he is employed by the Cargill Grain Co. James Henry 
makes his home west of town on E 23-13-20. Margaret 
Rose makes her home with her parents. 

FEDAK HISTORY 
Edwin Fedak, principal and teacher of Rapid City 

Elementary School since 1965, was born in Ste. Rose 
du Lac, Manitoba in 1939. Ed was raised in the 
McCreary District, where he received his elementary 
education; then moved to Kelwood for high school 
where he met and married his "next-door neighbor," 
Lyla Stewart, daughter of Gordon and Dorcas Stewart. 

Ed received his teacher training in Winnipeg and 
taught in other points in southwestern Manitoba before 
coming to Rapid City. In 1968, he received his Bachelor 
of Arts Degree at Brandon University and Bachelor of 
Education Degree in 1970. 

They have two boys attending Rapid City Elemen-
tary School Darrin (11) and Danny (8). 

Ed's parents, Mike and Margaret, and sister Linda 
live in Brandon: Lyla's parents and two brothers and 
two sisters live in Winnipeg. 

They have taken an active role in community ac
tivities Ed is presently President of Recreation, 
Treasurer of minor hockey, has served as Vice
President of the rink and has taken an active role in 
coaching and officiating school and community sports. 
He also participates in parent-teacher activity groups. 
Lyla is the Nursery School teacher, President of the 
Skating Rink canteen, a member of the Parent-teacher 
Council and serves in various community groups. 

WILLIAM FINLAY F AMIL Y -by Charlotte M. Finlay 
About 1881, William Finlay (1836-1926), his wife 

Charlotte (1936-1904), their five sons and one daughter 
came from near Lucknow in Bruce County, Ontario to 
begin their pioneer life near Rapid City. No doubt they 
were lured westward by the prospect of new land 
waiting cultivation in an area which was served by the 
Canadian Pacific Railway extending into the Prairies. 

The first years were occupied with breaking the 
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land, starting crops, setting up buildings of a perma
nent nature - only recently the house was demolished 
when a new one was built. A barn, a granary, and a 
shed to house the machinery (of a newer style than the 
hand-operated ones of earlier days) were of prime im
portance. Livestock and poultry were limited to just 
enough to supply farm and family needs, with surplus 
butter and eggs to be used in trade at the local stores. 

The two oldest sons, John Henry (1860-1898) and 
Isaac ("Ike") James (1863-1947), helped their father 
with the farmwork and other outdoor chores of pioneer 
life. The younger members of the family - Deborah 
("Debbie") Jane (1866-1951), William ("Will") New
ton (1869-1963), Thomas ("Tom") Edward (1872-1943) 
and Herbert ("Herb") Robert (1875-1937) - continued 
their academic education, part of it at the McKee 
Academy in Rapid City. 

The original farm was SE 32-13-19 and later in
cluded the south-west quarter of the section. As the 
years passed, and the family matured, four settled in 
the district close by. 

John married Mary Moore of the Carberry, Man. 
area in 1887, and they farmed in the Zion district north 
of Brandon until his death in his 38th year. The graves 
of both are in Zion cemetery. There were three 
children - Eleanor (1888-1973), Edith (1890- ), and 
Claude (1892-1975). Two grandsons and three great
grandchildren, as well as daughter Edith (Corydon) 
survive. 

Isaac's family history is elsewhere in this book. 
Debbie and Henry Hugh Willson (1867-1945), a 

farmer from near Barrie, Ontario were married in 
1901 and farmed the west half of 4-14-19 until January 
1912 when they sold the farm to Mrs. Radcliffe of the 
Pettapiece area and moved to a farm near Simcoe, On
tario. Their ashes are buried in Rapid City cemetery 
beside the grave of their youngest child, Harold, who 
died in 1911 at the age of six. Of the two older children, 
also born at Rapid City, Ralph died in 1976 in his 75th 
year, at Brantford, Ontario and Marjorie (Murray), 
born in 1904, resides in Burnaby, B.C. There are three 
grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. 

Will graduated with a B.A. degree from the Univer
sity of Manitoba, and taught in Brandon schools (1894-
1912), latterly as principal of Brandon Collegiate. In 
1915 the family moved to Yorkton, Sask., where he was 
collegiate principal. In 1934, he retired as inspector of 
schools in the Weyburn, Sask. area and moved to Vic
toria, 'B.C. He married a Brandon teacher, Georgina 
McDonald about 1895. Cremation followed their deaths 
in Victoria. Two sons, Homer of Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., 
and Glen of Victoria, as well as four grandchildren and 
several great-grandchildren survive. 

Tom married Ellen ("Nell") Madden, (1874-1859), 
in 1901 daughter of Rapid City building contractor, 
Robert Madden, and brought his bride to the original 
Finlay farm home, that his parents had vacated to 
reside in their new cottage on Third Avenue in Rapid 
City. In September 1911, Tom and Nell and their two 
children, Vera (1903- ) and Arthur (1906-1972) sold 
the farm to John E. Smith of Brandon and moved to 
Vancouver, where he dealt in real estate until his 
death in 1943. He and Nell are buried in Vancouver. 



Their daughter Vera (Cherer) survives in Victoria, 
B.C. There are no grandchildren. 

Herb, on a visit to Ontario, in 1901 married Madge 
Finlay and brought his bride to his farm, NW 29-13-19. 
Five or six years later they sold out and moved to 
Hanley, Sask., where their only child, Alan, was born 
in 1908, and the same year they moved to Watrous, 
Sask., and remained until 1926. In 1937 in Tacoma, 
Was., U.S.A., Herb died and in 1954 Madge died there 
at the age of 79. They are buried in Tacoma. Their son 
and daughter-in-law, Gwen (Bird), survive at Gig Har
bour near Tacoma. There are no grandchildren. 

After his wife Charlotte died in Rapid City in 1904, 
William lived for most of his remaining years with 
Debbie and Henry Willson, dying at Simcoe in 1926 at 
90 years of age. William and Charlotte were early 
members of Rapid City Baptist church. They are 
buried in Rapid City cemetery. 

ISAAC J . FINLAY FAMILY-by Charlotte M. Finlay 
As a teenage boy, Isaac ("Ike") James Finlay 

(1863-1947) came, about 1881, with his parents from 
Bruce County, Ontario to SE 32-13-19. At some time in 
the following years he acquired the north half of 32-13-
19 and by the fall of 1897 had his own buildings: 1112 
storey frame house, small lofted barn and granary, 
implement shed, and partitioned shed for cows and 
poultry and the buggy. December 1,1897, at Rat Por
tage, Ontario he married Mary Willson (1862-1919) 
from near Barrie, Ontario who had taught in Cen
treview and Rapid City schools. 

Besides routine duties, Ike's winter activities in
cluded getting out the winter's supply of ice for 
household use, hauling water from town for stock and 
family consumption, and hauling tamarac and spruce 
cord wood from "the bush" - this was a trip requiring a 
few days away from home, but the intense and lasting 
heat from this wood, made it excellent furnace and 
cook-stove fuel. Livestock and poultry were just suf
ficient at first, for farm and family needs. In later 
years Ike raised quality and purebred Clydesdale 
horses and won prizes and trophies for them at the 
local fairs. He was also a breeder of Scotch collie dogs 
and had widespread demand across Canada for them. 
Farm and domestic help were hired in the years 
before the children were old enough to assist their 
parents. 

Mary ("May" or "Min" as she was called) gave all 
her children piano lessons. The maturing boys enter
tained with popular songs at community gatherings in 
the surrounding districts. All the family were active 
members of Rapid City Baptist Church. 

On March 17, 1919, Mary died and was buried in 
Rapid City cemetery. In September 1920, Ike married 
Mrs. Maria Turnbull of Hartney, Man. She 
predeceased him and was buried at Hartney. 

Ike and Min's first child, Irene, was born November 
9, 1898 and died at birth. Then the second child, 
Charlotte ("Lottie") Mary, was born April 27, 1900. 
After her elementary and high school education in 
Centreview and Rapid City schools, she had two years 
at Brandon College. She, then taught in rural schools, 
including Moline and Little Saskatchewan, for several 
years before graduating with a B.A. degree from 

230 

Brandon College in 1937. She resumed teaching con
cluding with a year (1959-60) in Rapid City High 
School. For two years, she managed the bookstore at 
Brandon College and then retired in Brandon. 

William Hugh was born to Ike and Min, February 9, 
1902. Following his education at Centre view and Rapid 
City schools, he farmed at home until about 1928, when 
he and his brother Roy took over the Massey-Harris 
implement business in Russell, Man. There he met 
Muriel Grace Fleming and they were married August 
2, 1930 at Shoal Lake, Man. They have a family of 
three: James Campbell ("Cam") (1931- ), Donalda 
Marie (1933) and William ("Bill") Roy (1940- ). Each 
has a family of three. Cam is presently curator of the 
Natural History Museum in Edmonton, and he and his 
wife Joy (Barton), a naturalist in her own right, are 
writing a book on the subject. Donalda's husband, 
David Dunn, is a farmer and they live near Russell. 
Besides her home duties, she teaches part-time in 
Russell High School. Bill is assistant-manager of a 
bank-brapch in Winnipeg. All are university 
graduates. 

In the late 1930's Hugh was employed by British 
Amerian Oil in its sales service at Somerset, Man. 
After progressive promotions to Neepawa, Brandon, 
and in Winnipeg, he retired there in 1967. He and 
Muriel now reside in Victoria, B.C. 

On January 9, 1903, Ike and Min's fourth child, Gor
don Willson, was born. He died December 30,1975. His 
family history appears elsewhere in this book. 

December 9, 1904 brought the arrival of twins, 
Isaac Ross and Roy Wilfrid, to Min and Ike. After their 
education at Centreview and Rapid City, they found 
employment in other towns, returning only briefly to 
farm near Rapid City. 

A mechanic in Carnduff, Sask., Ross met and 
married Grace McCarty, April 4, 1928, and they 
farmed the east half of 4-14-19 near Rapid City until 
March 1931 when they went to homestead north of 
Vanderhoof, B.C. While there, they adopted two 
children, Evelyn Jean (1934- ) and David Keith 
(1938- ). Later they moved south to Cloverdale, 
B.C. where Ross worked as a mechanic and farmed. 
Finally they moved to Vancouver, where Ross worked 
as a mechanic until retirement. They still live there. 
Jean and her husband, John McNeill, live at Edmonds, 
Wash., U.S.A. and have three children and two 
grandchildren. David and his wife Diana and their two 
children live in New Westminster, B.C. 

Roy's early career was spent at Darlingford, Man., 
Brandon, Russell and Moline before his marriage, Oc
tober 14, 1933, to Gertrude Cochrane of Silverton, 
Man., when they came to farm the east half of 4-14-19 
until March 1937. Then they moved to farm at Ken
ville, Man., and latterly had the post office there until 
retirement. They now reside in Swan River. They have 
a daughter, Patricia Gertrude (1935- ) and a son, 
Calvin Ross (1937- ), both are university graduates in 
meterorological work in Winnipeg and Edmonton, 
respectively. Patricia (Murray) has a son, Douglas 
(1963- ) and Calvin and Lucie have two children, 
Richard (1970- ) and Claudine (1971- ). 

After a lengthy illness, Isaac died early in January 



1947 and was buried beside Mary and their baby, Irene, 
in Rapid City cemetery. 

GORDON WILLSON FINLAY 
Gordon Willson Finlay was born January 9, 1903 at 

the farm home 32-13-19, the second son of Mr. and Mrs. 
I. J. Finlay. He was educated at Centreview and Rapid 
City schools. He took up farming as his occupation. 

In October 1932 he married Evelyn Barrett, third 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. Barrett of Gauthier Junc
tion. He took over his father's farm and later 
purchased the N.E. 1/225-13-20. This was prairie and 
bush land and took a lot of hard work to clear and 
make it fit for cultivation. During the 30's he cut and 
sold cordwood to the local creamery. Gordon was very 
active in community affairs and was trustee of Cen
treview school for many years. After this school was 
closed the children were transported to Rapid City 
where their tuition was paid by Centreview. Gordon 
was also on the open air skating rink committee. III 
health forced his retirement in 1970 and in 1973 they 
moved to their new home on 3rd. avenue in Rapid City. 

Gordon died on December 30, 1975 and is interred in 
the Rapid City cemetery. His widow Evelyn still lives 
in town and is a member of Deborah Rebekah Lodge 
NO.9 and is an active member of the United Church 
Women. They raised a family of four boys. 

Keith born October 3, 1935, received his education 
at Rapid City and took one year at the Agricultural 
School in Brandon. He drove a mail truck to Miniota 
and returned for five years and assisted on the farm. 
In 1964 he purchased the former W.A. Westwood farm 
31-13-19. In 1965 he married Bernice Phillips, eldest 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Phillips, Rapid City. 
After his father's retirement he took over the N. 1/225-
13-20 and now farms a section and a half and runs a 
cow-calf operation. They have two children, Sandra 
and Douglas. 

Gene born October 31, 1936 received his education 
in Rapid City. He farmed with his father, renting land 
until he purchased the former Clack farm in the 
McBride district in 1964. After his father's retirement 
he took over the N.1J2 32-13-19 and is the third genera
tion to reside on this farm. In October 1973 he married 
Anne MacDonald, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
MacDonald of Basswood. Anne is a stenographer in a 
law office in Minnedosa. 

Melvin born September 22, 1942, received his early 
education in Rapid City. He received his B.A. degree 
at Brandon College in 1963 and his B.D. degree from 
Queen's University at Kingston, Ontario in 1966. He 
served the ministerial charge at Clandeboye till 1969. 
He now works with the Alberta Government as 
Progress Planner with the Department of Social Ser
vices and Community Health at Edmonton. He is 
married to Dianne Dalley and they have one daughter 
Kimberly. Dianne is director of Student Union and 
Community Day Care Centre on the University of 
Alberta campus. Melvin has three daughters: Julie, 
Shannon and Heidi by a previous marriage. 

Barry born December 11, 1948 received his educa
tion at Rapid City and Elton Schools. He graduated 
with a C.A. degree from the University of Manitoba in 
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January, 1973. He was employed by the Post Office in 
Winnipeg for three years as Financial Analyst. In 1976 
he went to Ottawa where he is Financial System 
Specialist with the Post Office. He married Evelyn 
Sibbald, daughter of Mack and the late Grace Sibbald 
in June 1970. They have one son Trevor. 

JAMES GUY FLANIGAN F AMIL Y 
Jim (as he was known) was born in India, August 

13, 1868. His father was a British Army Officer 
stationed in India. 

Jim spent his youth in India, Ireland and England. 
He was educated for a military career. When he was 
eighteen years old he contracted scarlet fever. His 
eyesight and one ear were affected ending his 
military career. 

He emigrated to Canada in 1888, having just 
enough money to take him as far west as Winnipeg. 
From there, he and other young men went to the Bel
mont district to learn farming. He didn't like farm 
work. In 1892 he joined the C.N.R. at Ninette, a service 
extending over forty years. 

On a trip back to England in 1905 he met Isabelle 
Stirrat. They were married June 13, 1906 at St. Phillips 
Church, Norswood, Manitoba. 

From Ninette they lived in Neepawa, Hallboro and 
in the fall of 1915 moved to Rapid City. 

They had a family of four: 
Nellie (Mrs. T. L. Fox) of Brandon, Manitoba. 

Kathleen (Mrs. L. W. Winters) of Dauphin, Manitoba. 
James H. of Rapid City married Pearl McMillan of 
Rapid City, Manitoba. Alfred of Dauphin married Jean 
Thirde of Hartney, Manitoba. 

After Dad retired in 1933, he was active on the 
Rapid City town council, until his sudden death on 
February 10, 1937. 

Mother was an active and faithful member of St. 
Thomas' Church. She too died suddenly on January 4, 
1941. 

Both are buried in the Rapid City Cemetery. 

JAMES HENRY WOODBURN FLANIGAN - by J. H. 
Flanigan 

I was born October 19, 1910 in the town of Neepawa, 
son of James Guy Flanigan. I arrived in Rapid City at 
the age of four years and received my education at the 
Rapid City elementary school. I was expelled from 
grade nine April 1927 and was then sent out to work on 
the farm of the late W. A. Westwood. 

The spring of 1928 I worked on the farm of AU 
Graham and in 1929 I went west to Keystown, 
Saskatchewan. I worked on a farm and as a 
carpenter's assistant in Regina. In August of that 
year, I came down with rheumatic fever. 

Then came the dirty thirties. From 1931-34 I worked 
on the railroad, the pay was 25¢ per hour or $2 per day 
for a six day week. One might get six weeks to three 
months work in a year. During this period 31-34, I 
played baseball, lacrosse and in the winter, hockey. I 
think it was in July 1932 that four of us, Neil Carrol, 
Gordon Lyne, Len Birkenshaw and myself hitched a 
ride to Rivers. The first freight going from Rivers was 



heading east and we climbed aboard and were on our 
way to see the world and get work. The nights were 
cold and the days hot. We carried $2 each and rode the 
box cars through Rivers, Portage, Winnipeg, Dauphin 
and Brandon. Two weeks travel on $2! 

In July 1934 I was laid off the railroad and accepted 
a job driving a cream truck. In the year 1937 on May 1, 
I married Pearl McMillan. The spring of 1938, April, I 
started work for the T. Eaton Co. Ltd., as a teamster. 
In 1939 - the team was sold to the Northcott Brothers 
and I was given the job of firing the boiler, washing 
cans, etc. 

By 1939 the creamery was purchased by Canada 
Packers. The next few years under the watchful eye of 
John Shand, the manager, I was put in charge of the 
churns as a butter-maker. 

In 1955 I was promoted to manager. Manco 
Dairies purchased the creamery in 1957 and in 1961 I 
was transferred to Shoal Lake creamery; the plant 
operations were fluid milk, ice cream and butter. In 
1968 I was transferred to Rossburn, where a new 
cheese plant plus creamery was in my charge. In 1975 I 
retired and returned to Rapid City. 

Our son, James Barry, was born May 26, 1938 and 
received his education at Rapid City, and then went on 
to King's College, London, Ontario where he received 
his masters degree in social welfare. He is working 
with social welfare in London. Barry married Sue 
Ogilvy of Montreal and has two children, Andrew and 
Avril. 

Our daughter, Sandra Marie, was born March 9, 
1942 and educated in Rapid City. Received her grade 
twelve at st. Michael's in Brandon. In 1962 Sandra 
received her R.N. from St. Boniface Hospital School of 
Nursing. In 1963 she married Ronald Thomas. Ron and 
Sandra have tHree children, two boys, Jamie and 
Kevin, and a girl, Lisa. Ron is presently in Brandon 
where he is the assistant executive director of Bran
don General Hospital. 

JOHN FLAWS SR. (DAD) 
John and Mary Flaws were both born in 

Dunrossness, Shetland, Scotland, and were married 
there. The first three children were born there, they 
were William, Jane and John. The family moved to 
Glasgow, where Barbara was born. From there they 
came to Canada about 1872 and settled in Guelph, On
tario where John worked as a stonemason. Five more 
children were born there; they were James Samuel, 
Mary Agnes, Lydia, Sara Catherine and Magnus. They 
came to Rapid City, Manitoba about 1881, where Em
maline Grace was born making a family of ten. John 
Flaws Sr. known as "Dad Flaws" was a farmer, a 
stonemason, and also a butcher. 

He served on the town council for a number of 
years and was Mayor of the town in 1922 at the age of 
eight-two years. He also acted as judge for a time, was 
deacon of the Baptist Church and was interested in 
politics. He was a staunch liberal. 

He was a keen curler and was the oldest curler in 
the Winnipeg bonspiel one year. 

Mrs. Flaws Sr. (Mary) was active in church work 
in the Baptist Church. 

John Flaws passed away at the ag~ of eighty-eight 
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Mr. and Mrs. John Flaws. 

in Brandon Hospital. Mrs. Flaws Sr. (Mary) passed 
away at Mayfeld, Manitoba, aged eighty-nine at the 
home of son John Jr. 

William Flaws married Kate Rawson and lived at 
Fleming, Saskatchewan and raised a family of eight, 
four of whom are living at this date, Ella Cocking in 
British Columbia, Ellis Gordon of Midlothian, Ill. 
U.S.A., Douglas of Surrey, England and Dorothy Lewis 
of British Columbia. 

Jane married Mr. Sprinstein. They lived at 
Crossfield, Alberta and had no family. 

Barbara married Alonsa Tennyson and lived at Uni
ty, Saskatchewan. They had no family. 

James Samuel never married. 
Mary Agnes married Tom Parker and lived at 

Rapid City. Of the family of five: Allan, Lesley, 
Bertha, Molly. Kay Humphreys of Brandon is the only 
one remaining. 

Lydia married George Walton, half brother of Tom 
Parker and lived at Maymont, Saskatchewan. They 
had a family of seven. 

Sara Catherine married Logan Fawcett and lived at 
Adanac, Saskatchewan. They had a family of five; 
George, Norman, Fred, Evelyn and Gertrude. 

Magnus married Agnes Stark of Brandon and lived 
at Rapid City. They had three girls; Inez, Ethel and 



Bernice. Inez married George Foord and lives in Win
nipeg. Ethel married A. Rousell and lives in Van
couver. Bernice lives in Winnipeg. 

Emmaline Grace married Ed Elliot, lived in Van
couver and had one son Herbert. 

JOHN FLAWS JUNIOR (JACK) 
John Flaws Jr. carne to Rapid City with his parents 

at the age of twelve. He worked at various jobs as he 
grew up. He worked in the woods in winter and as a 
river-driver in the spring bringing logs down the Little 
Saskatchewan River (now called the Minnedosa). The 
logs were for the saw mills at Minnedosa, Rapid City 
and Brandon. 

He freighted between Brandon and Rapid City with 
horses at one time. He did custom threshing with a 
portable George White engine and separator. Later he 
got a Mineapolis Stearn Engine known as "Old Min
nie". (Bill Campbell had a Case engine known as 
"Casey"). He did custom threshing for a number of 
years, until the small threshing outfits became plen
tiful. 

He also had a repair shop where he repaired 
machinery of all kinds, also sharpened saws and 
skates, crushed grain for farmers, and later on, he 
worked on cars. 

He married Agnes Emma Caryl of Brandon and had 
a family of three; they are Cecil Caryl (Rusty), Fran
cis John (Frank), and Grace Evelyn. In 1926 the family 
moved to Mayfeld, Manitoba and went farming. He 
later retired to Portage La Prairie for a time, then 
moved to Winnipeg, where he and his wife both passed 
away, both around 86 years of age. 

Mrs. John Flaws Jr. was born Agnes Emma Caryl 
at Crewe, Cheshire, England, daughter of C. J. Caryl 
watch maker and jeweller. She carne to Canada at the 
age of fourteen with her parents and finished school at 
Brandon. She taught school at Fleming, Saskatchewan 
and at Wallace and Mount Vernon in The Rapid City 
district. She married John Flaws; they lived in Bran
don a few years then moved to Rapid City where she 
was active in Baptist church work and as a Sunday 
School teacher. They left Rapid City and moved to 

John Flaws Home, originally the McKee Academy. 
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Mayfeld in 1926. She passed away in Winnipeg and is 
buried there; in her eighty-sixth year. 

Frank was the first of the John Flaws Jr. family to 
get married. He married Eva Wastle. They now live at 
Oak Bluff, Manitoba and have a family of two boys and 
one girl; William John, Lawrence Keith, and Frances 
Evelyn (Mrs. Norman Gyles). They have eleven 
grandchildren. 

Cecil married Isa Wastle, whose parents once lived 
at Rapid City. They have eleven children, five boys 
and six girls. They live at Hays, Alberta on an 
irrigated farm. 

Grace married Lee Tully and now lives at Curtis 
Siding in Portage La Prairie district. 

FOREST HISTORY 
James Forest carne from Bruce County in Ontario 

in the early days. He homesteaded the north-west 
quarter of section 12 in the Blanchard Municipality. He 
completed his homestead duties and after a short 
time, purchased the north-east quarter of 18-14-20 in 
the Saskatchewan Municipality. 

Jim married a wee scotch lassie Miss Greig, niece 
of George Greig, who lived for a number of years in 
Rapid City, then moved to Vancouver. 

Their first born was a boy who passed away at a 
few months. Their next born was a girl, Jessie and 
their last born, a son, Bruce. 

Jim became ill and passed away in the Brandon 
Hospital. He is interred in Rapid City cemetery. 

Mrs. Forest and family ran the farm for a number 
of years. They sold it to A. J. Berlet who farmed it for 
a number of years. He is now retired and living in 
Brandon. 

Jessie became a teacher and taught school at dif
ferent places. She worked at other occupations among 
which was proof-reader for the Free Press. 

Bruce served in the army during the second World 
War, upon getting his discharge, he moved to Van
couver, his mother and sister soon followed. Mrs. 
Forest passed away at Vancouver and is interred in 
Rapid City cemetery. 

Bruce married in Vancouver. His wife died after a 
few years without any children. He married again and 
had one son. Bruce invested in an apartment block. He 
passed away recently and Jessie passed away in 1958. 
They were both cremated. 

THE FORSYTHE F AMIL Y 
Walter and Mary Forsythe arrived in Rapid City 

from Forrest in 1901. 'Watty' built a livery barn short
ly after their arrival and ran a livery service from 
Rapid City to Gauthier Junction to meet the trains. In 
1905, Watty moved to Hamiota where he ran the hotel 
for the winter. He then went to Brandon where he was 
involved with horse racing. He returned horne in 1914 
and became manager of the hotel. After which, he took 
up farming north of town until his death in 1954. Mary 
predeceased him in 1938. 

Walter and Mary had five children, twins Ruby 
and Pearl, Elvin, Myrtle and Clarence (Joe). They all 
received their education in Rapid City. The three girls 
were telephone operators before they married. Elvin 



was a telegrapher with the C.P.R. and Joe was in paint 
manufacturing business in Edmonton. Ruby was the 
only member of the family to remain in Rapid City. 
Pearl married Gil Turriff and moved to Transcona 
where she still resides. They had one son, Bruce, who 
resides with his wife in Gimli. 

Myrtle married Harold Rippel and they farmed 
north of town for a short time before moving to 
California. They have one son, Lorne, who resides in 
Detroit where the Rippels lived for many years. Myr
tle and Harold are retired and live in Arizona. 

Elvin worked in small towns in Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan for the C.P.R. He was married with two 
children, Ivan of Montreal and Shirley of Toronto. 
Elvin's first wife, Grace, passed away in 1976. He has 
since remarried and lives in Brandon with his wife, 
Bernie. 

Watty will always be remembered for his love of a 
good dare, the most outstanding coming shortly before 
his death. He drove on his tractor to the 1954 Calgary 
Stampede where he participated in the Parade and had 
his own location inside the Stampede gates. He was 86 
at the time. 

GEORGE FOX FAMILY 
Mr. and Mrs. George Fox came to Canada from 

Wiltshire, England in 1875 and settled in Ontario for 4 
years. In 1879 they left Ontario and started West by ox
cart and got a homestead north of Rapid City, the 
north half of 36-14-20. 

Mr. Fox had a John Deere implement business in 
Rapid City around 1900 in an old stone building near 
where Art Dick now has his garage. 

The Fox's had a huge windmill which supplied 
power to crush the grain. This windmill was located on 
the top of a large log granary. They used this crusher 
to do custom grinding for neighbors. Mrs. Fox and her 
daughters operated the crusher. If the wind was blow
ing, even if this was in the middle of the night, Mrs. 
Fox and the girls had to get out and get busy. The large 
log granary is still in use. 

In 1879, a neighbor, Mr. John I. MacDonald, who 
was already settled here, helped George Fox to sow 
his first crop which was done by broadcasting the seed 
by hand. George harrowed it with a team of horses 
drawing 3 sections of wooden harrows. The crop was 
cut by hand with a scythe. It was gathered by hand and 
made into a sheaf and bound or tied with its own straw. 

Mrs. Fox was burnt when the house was burned 
down in 1916. She was buried on the farm. Several 
children were also buried on the farm in the plot that 
can still be seen today. George Fox lived until 1928 and 
is buried in Basswood cemetery. 

The Fox family consisted of: 
Jack who married Mrs. Margaret MacCormick. 
Annie married Frank Northam. She was given a 

cow for a wedding present. They had five children. 
Frank married Ali Vyse. Edna married Merle Bayes. 
Beatrice married Fred Posthumus. George married 
and settled in Winnipeg. Mildred married Wm. Cooper 
son of Jim Cooper. They had one son Lorne. He 
married Shirley Bramley, daughter of Reg Bramley. 
They have one son Kenneth. Mildred re-married a Bob 
Caulfield. They reside in Brandon. 
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Emma married Charles Knowe of Rivers. Mabel 
married Elmer Westwood of Rivers. He passed away 
November 30, 1970. They have one daughter, Joan, 
Mrs. M. J. Worden of Edmonton. Emma and Charles 
also had two more daughters, Lena and Nellie. 

Elizabeth married Jack Wainwright of Brandon. 
They had five children; Walter, Irene, Jack, Harold 
and Elizabeth. 

Jack Fox, the only son of Mr. and Mrs. George Fox, 
came west at the age of 12. His formal schooling was 
very brief, but he did attend Weir school for a short 
while. Like many of the pioneers his teacher was that 
old master "Experience". He was a very clever man 
at carpentering, blacksmithing or anything he 
attempted to do. 

In 1918 he married Mrs. Margaret McCormick, a 
widow who had emigrated from Belfast, Ireland. She 
had been employed in the Minnedosa area for 6 years 
before she married Jack. She had a son Jack McCor
mick who attended Winterton school when Christie 
Dickie was the teacher. 

After her marriage to Jack, she had 2 nephews 
come out from Ireland. Their names were James and 
Dennis Neary. Dennis passed away here and James 
Neary is married and lives in Winnipeg. He has one 
son Roy and 2 granddaughters. 

Mrs. Jack Fox passed away on January 18, 1939 at 
the home of her sister, Mrs. Tom McAdam. Mrs. J. D. 
McDonald and Mrs. Cecil Trott, her neighbors, helped 
nurse her until the end. 

After her death Jack went and stayed in Winnipeg 
for the rest of 1939 with Jack McCormick. He had 
rented the farm to his neighbor, Percy Adams. Jimmy 
Neary worked for Percy Adams for 2 years and then he 
joined the army. After Jim left, Stanley Purvis lived 
on the farm until the spring of 1945. 

Jack Fox had inherited the farm from his father but 
due to the terms of the will he was only able to have 
the use of the farm for his life time. He could not sell 
it. 

In the spring of 1945, Cecil Trott began to rent the 
farm. The Traits continued to rent it until Jack's death 
in 1958 when they bought the farm. 

In 1941 Jack went and lived at Rivers with his niece, 
Mrs. Elmer Westwood. To many of his friends in 
Rivers, Jack was known as "Uncle Jack". 

When he became more infirm, he went to Neepawa 
Old Folks Home in 1952. Then he moved to Shaws' 
Nursing Home and later on to the Brandon Nursing 
Home where he passed away at the age of 91 on 
November 18, 1958. 

W ALTER FROST FAMILY 
On February 6, 1914 Walter Frost and Laura Nott 

were married in their native country of Devonshire, 
England. Immediately following their wedding they 
embarked for Canada where they were to make their 
home. 

The Frost's lived on four farms in the district, final
ly settling on one in St. Georges' district in 1931. Dur
ing this time they had a family of two sons: Stanley 
and Victor and three daughters, Lorraine, Winnie and 
Dorothy all of whom attended Wallace School. 

Stanley married Doris Jeffery of Brandon in 1947. 



Their home is in Winnipeg. Their two sons are both 
married. The older one lives in Edmonton, Alberta and 
has a daughter. The younger one lives in the North 
West Territories. 

Lorraine married Archie McKellar of Rivers in 
1946 and have made their home in Vancouver B.C. ever 
since. They had two daughters. The older one passed 
away in 1976 at the age of 28. Their younger girl is 
married and has a son. She and her husband live in 
Surrey B.C. 

Victor married Hazel Luker of Rapid City in 1944 
and they live in Winnipeg. They have two sons and a 
daughter. The younger son is still at home. Their 
daughter and older son Ken also live in Winnipeg. Ken 
is married and has a son. 

Winnie married LeRoy Stevens of Russell in 1941. 
They now make their home in Vancouver. Their older 
son is married and lives in Burns Lake, B.C. He has a 
son and a daughter. The younger son also married and 
lives in Stirling, Alberta. Their daughter left for Lon
don, England in 1970 to take her nurses' training and is 
still working there. 

Dorothy married Douglas Maddin of Biggar, 
Saskatchewan in 1943. They live at Haney B.C. Their 
older daughter is married and has a son and a daughter 
and they also live at Haney B.C. The younger girllives 
and works in Vancouver. 

Mrs. Frost has made her home since 1957 in Van
couver. Her husband Walter was indirectly a casualty 
of the second world war. He was seeding grain with 
four horses hitched to a drill, when a low flying train
ing plane frightened the horses and they ran away 
fatally injuring him. This tragic accident happened in 
the spring of 1944. 

Mrs. Frost enjoys fairly good health and returns to 
Manitoba to visit nearly every summer. 

THE HARRY FULCHER F AMIL Y - contributed by 
Dorothy J. Young 

My father, the late Harry Fulcher was born in 
Longstratton, Norfolk, England. He came to Brandon 
when a young man of twenty in 1903. He had been 

Fulcher Family; left to righti Mr. Fulcher, John, 
Dorothy, Mrs. Fulcher. Front: Doug, Betty. Top cor
ner: Gwen. 
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taught the bricklaying and carpenter trades by his 
Uncles in England and he took his first building con
tract when he was twenty-one. There was a construc
tion boom until the First Great War so work was plen
tiful. He worked on some of the commercial buildings 
which were being constructed in Brandon at that time 
and built homes. In those days homes were built more 
slowly than they are today. Dad was capable of looking 
after every phase of the construction of a building 
from the initial stage of drawing the plans to giving ad
vice with the interior decorating. 

My mother, Jean Mackison was born in Gartness, 
Sterlingshire, Scotland. She came to Brandon with her 
family when she was fifteen in 1910. She worked for the 
Manitoba Telephone System from 1912-1914 as a 
telephone operator. The Brandon office had the most 
up-to-date equipment of the day and employed many 
young women. 

Dad and Mother were married in Brandon on June 
24, 1914. There were five children in our family, 
Dorothy, John, Douglas, Betty and Gwendolyn. I was 
born in Brandon before Dad and Mother moved to 
Rapid City in 1918. John, Douglas, Betty and Gwen 
were born in Rapid City and we received our education 
at Rapid City School. For one year we lived in the 
house east of the Royal Bank (which is now occupied 
by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cornish). We then moved to 
the cottage on the south east corner of the same block 
directly across from what was then the Methodist 
Church and later became the Rapid City United 
Church. 

The one vivid recollection I have of that first year 
in Rapid City was seeing many people dancing around 
a huge bonfire which had been built on the corner of 
the two main streets. The falling snow was melting 
into slush but no one seemed to mind - it was the 
evening of November 11, 1918 and they were happily 
celebrating the end of World War 1. 

During the war years and until the late 1920's grain 
prices were high, so these were prosperous years for 
the farmers. Dad built homes and barns in about a 
twenty mile radius of Rapid City. Medina School, 
which was located between Rapid City and Oak River 
was a school he and his gang of four or five men built 
in the early 1920's. 

Following is an excerpt from the Rapid City 
Reporter of May 1918 - "First bungalow in Brandon 
built by Harry Fulcher of Rapid City." 

For many years Dad was the assessor for the 
Municipality of Saskatchewan. In the early 1920's he 
made the first comprehensive assessment of the area 
calling on every family in the municipality. He 
travelled by Model T Ford car and driving on the 
narrow dirt roads of those days, especially through 
country with many sloughs, proved to be a very dif
ficult but enjoyable undertaking. 

The years 1930-1940 were the depression years when 
many families struggled just to survive. There was a 
minimum of work in the construction trades and some 
winters Dad would not work for several months. I do 
recall one bitterly cold winter when he worked laying 
bricks on the Nurses' Home being built at the present 
site of the Brandon Mental Health Centre. The men 
worked outside without any extra protection from the 



cold weather as there were no temporary enclosures 
like the construction workers have today. With no 
government aid programs such as unemployment in
surance or family allowance there were many 
hardships to be endured. 

During those trying times the many ways people 
helped one another was the lnswer to how they sur
vived. I remember how delicious the soups and pud
dings tasted which mother made with the milk which 
our good neighbors, Mr. and Mrs. John Graham gave 
us. We didn't have a cow but Dad kept chickens and 
sold quite a few eggs so of course we had the benefit of 
having fresh eggs for the table. 

Dad was a resourceful man and was able to do a 
variety of things. When he wasn't working in the 
winter he was usually making something in the 
workshop at the back of the house. One of the things I 
remember him doing was framing pictures for people. 
Whatever he made was always done in a neat and 
finished way. 

Dad designed and built the Rapid City War 
Memorial which is a very practical and beautiful cairn 
located just north of the bridge which crosses the Lit
tle Saskatchewan River in Rapid City. He made the 
Memorial Scroll which hangs in the Rapid City United 
Church with the names of the soldiers of our town and 
district who served in World War 1. He also made the 
two Memorial Scrolls for the people of the Moline 
District; one after World War I and the other after 
World War II. These lovely oak Memorial Scrolls used 
to hang in the United Church at Moline but as the 
Church is no longer there they are now in the Com
munity Centre at Moline. 

Brother Doug and Dad built the pulpit in St. 
Thomas Anglican Church in Rapid City. This is a love
ly piece of work and is made of beautiful oak wood. It 
is as lovely today as the day it was built for the family 
of the late John George and Elizabeth Hindson in 
memory of their parents. 

After fire destroyed Roger's Bakery about 1929, 
Dad built the new combined Bake Shop, Confectionery 
Store and residence on the same site on Third Avenue. 
In 1933, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Coutts bought the business 
from the D. A. Rogers family. At present Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur Simpson and family occupy the residence of 
this building and Art and Gladys Simpson (formerly 
Gladys Coutts) operate the Confectionery business. 

Dad continued to work in Brandon during and after 
the war years. When he worked away from home in 
those days it meant being away all week and just com
ing home on week-ends. Mother had the day-to-day 
responsibility of the home and children. She sewed 
most of our clothes and made sure we had nourishing 
meals. For relaxation Mother spent many pleasant 
hours at the curling rink both playing the game and as 
a spectator. She was a keen curler and enjoyed attend
ing several Briar Curling Competitions over the years. 
She also spent many enjoyable evenings during the 
winter seasons playing bridge with her friends and 
neighbors. 

Before hydro power came to Manitoba in the early 
1940's, the people of Rapid City were fortunate to be 
served by a private electrical lighting system. It was 
powered by gasoline engines which were run by Mr. 
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Conrad Soldan, who also had a garage business. So that 
the engines wouldn't have to run continuously the 
lights would come on at dusk every evening and go off 
at one o'clock a.m. They would also come on from nine 
o'clock a.m. to twelve noon Monday and Tuesday 
mornings. This enabled the families, who had electric 
washing machines and irons, to do the family laundry 
on Monday mornings and the ironing on Tuesday morn
ings. This was a tremendous labor saver and a wonder
ful convenience for Mother and other homemakers. A 
real step forward from washing with a hand-operated 
washing machine or using a washboard and wash tub. 

For one year, in 1937, I worked as a relief operator 
at the Manitoba Telephone System office in Rapid Ci
ty. In 1938, I married Irvine Young of Rapid City. A son 
Douglas was born of this union. Doug received his 
elementary and high school education at Rapid City 
School and Grade XII at Elton Collegiate. After 
graduating from Teacher's Training at Brandon 
College in 1963, Doug has taught in several schools in 
Manitoba and is at present teaching at Rivers 
Collegiate in Rivers. He married Carole Grant of Win
nipeg in 1970 and they have one daughter Lisa. 

After John finished high school he worked for a few 
years on construction work for our Uncle in Brandon 
before he started to operate his own long distance, car 
hauling business, Western Auto Transport. Johnny 
married Marie Collingwood of Rapid City in 1949 and 
they have three children, Jeffre, Judy and Janice. 
Johnny was severely injured in an airplane accident in 
September 1962. He made a remarkable recovery after 
being hospitalized for about eight months. He was 
finally able to carryon with his work as a car 
salesman at Canadian Motors in Brandon and later 
running his own business, the Westman Driving 
School. But eleven years later he suffered a deteriora
tion of the nervous system as a result of being so badly 
injured in the accident and died June 1, 1974. Jeffre 
works for the Manitoba Hydro in Brandon. In 1974, he 
married Heather Clark of Brandon and they have a son 
Michael. Judy is a Psychiatric Nurse and is working at 
the Brandon Mental Health Centre. Janice is attending 
school and Marie is a secretary in the office of Zenith 
Paving Ltd. Janice and Marie are living in Brandon. 

Douglas worked for Dominion Bridge Co. Ltd. in 
Winnipeg for a year or so before he joined the Royal 
Canadian Air Force in 1942. He served as a Bomb 
Aimer until the end of the war. Doug worked for a 
short time in the mine at Flin Flon after the war. He 
met Lucille Bernier of Flin Flon at this time and they 
were married in 1949. They had four children, Joseph, 
Anne, Donald and Margery. Doug and Lucille were liv
ing in Winnipeg and Doug was working for Winnipeg 
Electric as a lineman when their son Joey was killed in 
an unfortunate accident - he was six years old. After 
Joey's tragic death, Doug and Lucille wanted to leave 
Winnipeg, so Doug took a job with British Columbia 
Hydro and they moved to the West Coast. The 
Province of British Columbia was putting electrical 
power throughout the province at this time so Doug 
continued to work for British Columbia Hydro and is 
now a Power Cableman with the company. The family 
has lived in Victoria since they went to the coast in 
1956. Anne married Graham Miller in 1974 and they 



live in Victoria also. Donald graduated from high 
school last year and is working now and Margery is 
attending school. 

After high school Betty worked for several years in 
the Dominion Bank of Winnipeg. She married Clarence 
Broughton of St. James in 1948. They have four 
children, Jeanne, Elizabeth, Allison and Jamie. In 
1973, Jeanne married Don Schade of Winnipeg and they 
have a daughter Heather and a son Kevin. Elizabeth 
married Randy Dorey of Winnipeg in 1974 and is work
ing for the Government of Canada in the Department 
of Manpower. Allison and Jamie are attending school 
in St. James. The three families are presently living in 
Winnipeg. 

When Gwen completed high school she worked in 
Winnipeg as a key punch operator for two years. She 
married Ray Dary of Winnipeg in 1950. They have two 
children, Elliott and Rae. Gwen worked for the 
Manitoba Government and The Bay for several years. 
She is now working for the Government of Manitoba in 
the Department of Health and Social Development. 
Elliott is working for the Bank of Commerce in Win
nipeg and Rae is attending the University of Winnipeg. 

After the war and until the spring of 1955, Dad had 
been teaching the construction trades at the 
Agricultural School in Brandon. He had been working 
there every winter for a few years when the School 
was open for the winter terms. He enjoyed working 
with the young people very much. 

October 19, 1955, Dad suffered a coronary throm
bosis and died two days later on October 21, 1955. 

I worked for Mr. A. A. Anderson in Anderson's 
Drug Store in Rapid City from the fall of 1945 until Mr. 
Anderson sold the business to Mr. T. Turner. I con
tinued working for Mr. Turner until 1949 when I went 
to work again in the Manitoba Telephone System Of
fice in Rapid City. I continued to work as a telephone 
operator for the following twenty-eight years until the 
manual office was converted to the new dial office on 
June 2nd of this year 1977. 

At the present time Mother and I are still Iiving in 
the same cottage in Rapid City which Mother and Dad 
bought in 1919. 

ADDISON GARBUTT FAMILY - submitted by Ad
dison Garbutt 

My grandfather's father and mother were born in 
England in the late 1700's. They were married and 
emigrated to Canada in the early 1800's. They settled 
in Ontario. My grandfather, Francis Garbutt, was 
born in 1834. He was one of the younger sons of a 
family of fourteen. In 1862 he married my grand
mother, Sarah Ann Curtis, and in 1863 my father, John 
Henry Garbutt, was born. My father had one sister, 
Mary Emily, who was born eight years later. 

My grandparents, together with their son and 
daughter, John H. Garbutt, my father, a young man of 
nineteen, and his sister, a girl of eleven, left New
market, Ontario to come to Manitoba in the spring of 
1882. My father, heeding the call of "Go West, young 
man, go west", wished to come west and so his parents 
decided to come with him. 

They worked in Winnipeg for the first year, where 
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my grandfather served on the police force for a short 
time. They homesteaded in 1883 in that part of 
southern Manitoba which later became the Ninette 
district. I have since visited in Ontario and have seen 
the fine brick home they left. I shall never understand 
why they left it, to live in a log house with a sad roof 
that leaked every time it rained. My grandfather 
homesteaded the south quarter of 2-5-17; and my 
father homesteaded the north east quarter of 2-5-17. 
Later they acquired more land. This was in the River
side municipality. For the first year they lived almost 
entirely on fish caught in the Pelican Lake; eaten 
fresh or smoked. Even though there was a little varia
tion in diet with prairie chicken and wild duck, my 
grandmother and aunt were pretty fed up with eating 
fish. 

My aunt, Emily, became the bride of Fred Fisher in 
the year of 1892. One son, Ivan, was born of this union 
in 1894, at whose birth my aunt lost her life. The same 
Ivan Fisher was killed in action in the First World war 
in August, 1917. 

In 1899, my grandfather and grandmother adopted a 
little motherless girL Her name was Clara Lulu 
Patterson. She was born October 20,1897 at Killarney, 
Manitoba. She married William Bayne of Carnegie, 
Manitoba in July, 1921. There were two sons born of 
that union. Lillie died on October 21, 1974. 

My father married, Jane Gross, in March 1902. My 
sister, Alleyne was born May 31, 1903. In March 1931 
she married Lincoln Beamish of Hamiota. There were 
two daughters of this union and also two adopted sons. 

I was born in September, 1904. A twin brother and 
sister were born in 1907, but died in childhood. My 
grandfather died in September, 1905 and my mother in 
May, 1908. After my mother's death my father with his 
children, moved to Brandon to be with my grand
mother. In 1912, he purchased a farm in the Rapid City 
district where we have lived ever since. This farm is 
situated at Varcoe Station - the east half and north
west quarter of section 2-13-19. My father was a 
breeder of purebred shorthorn cattle and registered 
Clydesdale horses. In July, 1914 he married Miss 
Elizabeth Traviss, who had been our housekeeper. 

One son born of this union died in childhood. My 
grandmother died in 1915; my father in 1942 and my 
stepmother in 1957. I married Elma Waugh in March 
1931. We lived for three years on the John Dale farm 
(west liz of section 1-13-19) which we rented. Our son, 
Frank, was born here in June, 1932. 

In 1934, I bought the west half of section 10-13-19 
where we lived until moving into Rapid City in 1959 
when Elma and I drove a school bus for 8 years. I took 
over my father's farm in 1940 and bought Mr. Dale's 
farm in 1952 and farmed them along with my own. 

We moved to Brandon in 1975 where we now reside. 
Our son Frank, married Sandra Stephens in 1959 

and took over the farming operations. I sold him the 
W. half of 10-13-19 at that time. He later bought 
another half section from me but I still own three 
quarter sections which he rents. 

A. FRANK GARBUTT 
I married Sandra M. Stephens of Moore Park, 

Manitoba on October 17, 1959. Our first son, Stephen 



Addison, was born in Brandon on October 14, 1960. 
Peter David arrived two years later on October 19, 
1962. Likewise our third son, Barry Ross, January 21, 
1965. Our youngest son, Gordon Frank, was born in 
Winnipeg on December 21, 1968. 

Today the two older boys are taking their high 
school education at Elton Collegiate at Forrest, 
Manitoba. The younger boys are in Elementary School 
in Rapid City, Manitoba. They all ride the school bus, 
being picked up at the end of the lane. 

In 1961, I bought the home half from Dad and in 1965 
I enlarged our holdings by purchasing the S.W. quarter 
of 1-13-19 and the S.E. quarter of 2-13-19. In 1975, we 
further expanded by purchasing the balance of 10-13-19 
from Irvine and Anne Christie - less their farm yard. 

The boys, besides helping with seeding, summer 
fallow and harvest operations, show a healthy interest 
in most sports but with preference shown in hockey 
and baseball. At present, Steve plans to take up 
farming himself when school is completed. The other 
boys have not decided as yet what they will do. 

A few pOints of interest regarding the land I farm 
are: (1) The C.P.R. including the "Y" at Varcoe 
crosses it. (2) The Manitoba Hydro high tension line 
the "H" line from Brandon to Dauphin and (3) Trans
Canada Pipe Line 4 pipes and 1 line of Propane Gas 
run under it a total of 9 miles of pipe underground on 
this property. 

EDGAR GARDINER 
Edgar Gardiner arrived in the Rapid City district 

from Somerset County, England, in 1879 at the age of 
17 years. He married Annie Cornish and they farmed 
in the Wallace district. They had a family of seven 
girls and one boy; Edgar, Rosamund, Sophia, Annie, 
Mabel, Alice, Ethel and Edith. At this time, May 1977 
three of this family are still living. 

Edgar moved to Rapid City and operated a 
hardware store which was destroyed by fire. The store 
was not re-established so no insurance. He travelled 
for the Frost & Wood Company (later the Massey 
Harris Co.). They took up residence in Brandon in 1920. 
He passed away in 1938. His family were scattered 
from Winnipeg to Vancouver. Edgar Samuel remained 
in Rapid City and founded an Insurance Agency in 1909. 
In 1915 he married Adda Alice Hindson, daughter of J. 
G. Hindson. Their only child, Edgar G. R. (Reg) was 
born in 1917. Edgar S. died in 1954. The Insurance 
Agency continued under the Gardiner name until 1954 
when Reg, family and mother moved to Montreal. 
Adda Gardiner passed away in 1973. Reg received his 
education at Rapid City and graduated from Brandon 
College in 1937. He married Doris Wood while serving 
with R.C.A.F. in England. After the war, Reg and 
Doris with one daughter, Pamela, settled in Rapid City 
and he assisted his father in the Insurance business. 
Their other daughter, Betty, was born in Rapid City. 
His wife, Doris, passed away in 1969. Reg is still con
nected with the Insurance business and resides with 
his wife, Margaret at MontreaL Pamela is married 
and lives at Ottawa. Betty is married and lives on the 
Island of Guam. 
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CLARENCE GEORGE FAMILY 
Clarence and Annie George lived south of Rapid 

City on the farm now occupied by George McLean. 
They raised a family of eleven; Ashley, Helen, Lillian, 
Violet, Bessie, Oliver, Louise, Vera, Alma, Grace and 
Arnold. They were very popular"'for the shetland 
ponies they raised and they were always inviting 
young people to their home to enjoy them. 

This entire family took part in spreading the gospel 
through the Jehovah Witness religion. They are ser
ving in many countries all over the world. 

After lVIr. George passed away in 1928 the family 
moved to Ontario, where Mrs. George married W. L. 
Watson. 

MATILDA (TILLIE) GERDES (GARDNER) 
Matilda (Tillie) Donaldson was born in Glasgow, 

Scotland, May 19, 1885. She came to Canada in August 
1909. On August 9th, 1911 she married Harry Gardner, 
first Canadian born son of Henry Gardner, at Rapid Ci
ty. 

They had four children, a son who died within a few 
hours after birth, and three daughters, Estelle, Marion 
and Margory. 

Rev. and Mrs. B. Gerdes (nee Tillie Gardner) 1932. 



Harry Gardner died in 1921. Tillie married Rev. B. 
Gerdes in 1932 and they moved to Birtle. In 1936 they 
moved to Stonewall, Manitoba and while there adopted 
a son Richard. 

Rev. Gerdes died at the age of ninety-eight in 
August 1966. Mrs. Gerdes continued to live at 
Stonewall until 1970 when she move to Prince George 
to be with her daughter Margory. 

On Mrs. Gerdes ninetieth birthday a family re
union was planned. Her eighty-five year old sister Mrs. 

Mrs. Gerdes. 

Mary Muirhead of Toronto was present and also a 
former Rapid City resident Mrs. Dorothy Johnson. 

Mrs. Gerdes is still active and has her own apart
ment in a Senior Citizens Complex. She made her first 
trip back to Scotland in 1967. She travels to Toronto to 
visit her daughter Marion and enjoys her Golden 
Years. 

MR. AND MRS. MICHAEL GIBBONS 
Michael Gibbons was born on August 10, 1885, in 

Glen-Island, County Mayo, Ireland and came to 
Canada in 1908. He worked on farms and did bush work 
in Manitoba and the U.S.A. until starting farming on 
his own in 1920 at Rivers. 

Later he worked at Pettapiece, Moline, and west of 
Rapid City, from the spring of 1937 to 1944, when the 
move was made to a farm in the Cardale area where 
he resided until his death on July 22, 1964, in Hamiota 
Hospital. 

Bessie Singer was born in Aberdeen, Scotland on 
February 24, 1896 and came to Canada in 1920. She 
worked in the Cardale and Marney districts prior to 
her marriage on March 8, 1923 to Michael Gibbons at 
Pettapiece. Mrs. Gibbons passed away on October 23, 
1963 in Hamiota Hospital. Both are buried in Marney 
Cemetery. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gibbons have three children, Mary 
(Mrs. Frank Gray), Jack, and Gordon. Mary and Jack 
started to school at Weir and Gordon in Rapid City. 
During the six years they attended school in Rapid 
City some of their teachers were Misses M. Graham, 
A. Allen, 1. B. Tole, O. Kristinson and Mr. T. L. Fox. 
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Mary completed her schooling at Rapid City, then 
trained there as a Telephone Operator in 1941, working 
there until her marriage to Frank Gray of Oak River 
on October 2, 1943. Frank started as a section-hand in 
Hamiota in 1938 and after a career spanning 35 years, 
retired as a section foreman in Hamiota where they 
now reside. They have a daughter Sharon and a son 
Glen. 

Jack, the elder son, farmed with his Dad and upon 
his Dad's death took over the farm at Cardale. Jack 
served on the Manitoba Pool's Board of Directors and 
on the Marney Cemetery Board. He is a member of the 
Canadian Order of Forresters and was Financial 
Secretary for many years. He married Phyllis 
Haywood of Minnedosa, on October 22, 1965, and took 
up residence there where he worked at the carpenter 
trade as well as farming. He sold the farm in 1973, and 
continues to work as a carpenter. 

Gordon taught grades one to nine at Oakleigh on a 
permit in 1948-49, then took grade twelve at Brandon 
College and returned to teach grades one to nine at 
Lornedale, again on a permit. He then attended 
Manitoba Normal School (Tuxedo) and taught at Bel
mont for two years. He has taught elementary school 
in Brandon since 1956 and is now teaching a mentally 
handicapped class. He holds a B.A. from Brandon 
"U", a B.Ed. in special education and a B.Ed. in 
Library from the University of Manitoba. He married 
Helen Buhr of New Bothwell on July 27, 1957. They 
have three children - Kent, Lana and Scott. 

FREDERICK W. GILES 
Frederick W. Giles was born in Chester, England in 

1871. He came to Canada as a young man accompanied 
by his sister, Elizabeth. When he first came to Canada 
he worked as a telegraph operator at Kemnay, 
Manitoba. 

The rest of the family came to Canada later and the 
father was employed by the Brandon Post Office. Fred 
and his brother Tom farmed for awhile five miles west 
of Rapid City. Later Fred went into partnership in a 
store with Russell Barnes. Fred bought the business 
and in 1904 married Janet Petta piece. They had one 
daughter, Lillian, born in 1909. Lillian married Reid 
Spearin in 1941 and now resides in Rivers. 

Fred spent fifty years in Pettapiece where he ran 
the dry goods store and Post Office. He was presented 
with a fifty year pin by the Postal Service for fiis 
faithful work. He was also agent for Imperial Oil Com
pany at Pettapiece for fifty years. 

He was a lover of flowers and plants and made 
beautiful grounds around his home. He loved sports, 
especially curling and baseball. Through study he put 
electric lights in his store and home from an engine 
and line of batteries put in the basement of his store, 
the first in the district. 

On his retirement his son-in-law took over the store 
along with his trucking business. Upon the death of his 
wife in 1947, he went to live with his daughter. Reid 
sold the business to Mr. Roy Todd of Rapid City and 
went into the grain buying business. Mr. Giles died at 
the age of 85, at the home of his daughter and son-in
law on April 11, 1955. 



MR. AND MRS. ROBERT GILL - contributed by 
Grace (Hyndman) Terry 

Rob Gill was born at St. Marys, Ontario on March 9, 
1861. His wife Laura Jane Peters was born at Cobden, 
Ontario on November 23, 1871. Rob taught school prior 
to coming to Manitoba. 

Rob Gill and Laura Peters were married at 
Neepawa on May 7,1892. They were childless, however 
they took into their hearts and home Mrs. Gill's little 
niece, 4 year old Laura May Peters (Mrs. Frank Hynd
man) and later a young nephew Bob Peters. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gill farmed for many years near Oak 
River and for a number of years owned a store in Van
couver. Mr. and Mrs. Gill bought their home in Rapid 
City from Alex Howden (now owned by the Jack 
Ringlands) and operated a dairy. For many years Aun
tie Gill enjoyed her hobby of painting. She was a 
member of the Women's Missionary Society. The late 
Mrs. E. Riesberry was a close friend of her's. Rob sang 
in the church choir and I can remember Mr. Clacks ton 
attending choir practice at their home. Auntie Gill was 
in every way a loving and devoted grandmother to us 
children. Auntie Gill died in 1948 and Uncle Rob the 
following year. They are buried in the family plot near 
the graves of Auntie's parents, Rev. and Mrs. Nyall 
Peters and her brother John W. and Mrs. Peters in the 
Rapid City Cemetery. 

ELLEN GORDON FAMILY 
My father, Alex S. Gordon, was born January 27, 

1870 in Forfarshire, Scotland and my mother Florence 
K. Taylor was born April 23, 1870 at Crewe, England. 
They came to Canada and arrived in Winnipeg in 1892 
where they worked for Mr. C. H. Whellams. They were 
married in 1893 by Archbishop Matthewison of 
Kildonan, Winnipeg. And later came out to the Odanah 
Municipality to work for Mr. and Mrs. Becall. Mr. 
Becall gave a piece of his land for the building of st. 
Saviour Church. This church was closed in 1954 and is 
now in Austin Museum. Mrs. Becall died at childbirth 
and mother raised the baby, Evelyn until Mr. Becall 
returned to England. 

Four of the Gordon children were born here and 
twin girls and one boy are buried in the attached 
cemetery. I, Ellen B. was born in 1898, the year of the 
gold rush. My Uncle Robert started out for that, but 
farmed for awhile then bought a lumber yard at 
Benito. My sister Nora, now Mrs. George Topple of 
Vancouver was born in 1902 on the Dr. Crookshank 
farm. When we lived on the Malcom Turriff farm, 
Alex (Sandy) was born in 1907. He lives at Kamloops 
B.C. now. From there, father moved to the W. H. 
Wright farm and here I started school at Wallace. We 
then moved to the Gosset Jackson farm and were 
burnt out in September 1910. Mr. and Mrs. Alex Blake 
were our closest neighbours who took us in, until a new 
house was built. I believe it is still standing. 

Another boy, Wallace S. was born February 1911 
and passed away at the Coast, in March 1976. When the 
war broke out we moved in 1916 to the Whistling Bob 
farm, to work for John E. Smith. From there, we 
moved to the Thos. Finlay farm, one mile north of 
Rapid City. While in Rapid City I worked for D. R. 
Stone, Thos. Butchart and Mr. C. J. Meadows. 

Mr. A. S. Gordon. 

Mrs. A. S. Gordon. 
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In 1919 I went to Benito and worked for my Uncle 
Bob. In 1920 my parents moved to Cardale to work for 
John A. McTavish. Here they stayed for 4 years and 
then moved to Vancouver. Dad passed away in April 
1935 at the age of 66. Mother remarried and passed 
away in January 1952 at the age of 84, her second hus
band lived until he was 99. In 1920 I came to Cardale to 
work and in December of that year I married Alex C. 
Ramsay. We farmed Section 34-14-20 through the good 
and bad years until we retired to Saanichton, Van
couver Island, B.C. in July 1964. Our 8 children were 
born, on the farm. Florence in January 1921, now Mrs. 
Alf Hearn of Cardale; the twins in May 1924 - Isla 
Garner and Shiela Postak of Prince Rupert, B.C.; 
Helen Wiltsey in May 1926 of Cardale; Marion Waldon 
of Rapid City, in November 1929; Jean Billing of 
Prince Rupert, B.C. in 1932. William A. C. of Rivers, 
Man. in December 1934 and Thomas G. of Elgin, 
Illinois, U.S.A. in 1936. 

During the second world war, my husband worked 
in the ship yards at Prince Rupert, B.C. with a blue 
print expert for a few years. With the exception of a 
few months, I stayed at home on the farm. In 1970, the 
year of our Golden Anniversary we came back to 
Rapid City and Cardale to renew acquaintances and to 
attend the Wallace School Picnic. 

I have many fond memories of the early years in 
Rapid City. They plays, like "Uncle Tom's Cabin", in 
the old Urpeth Block, where many suites were for rent 
will never be forgotten. 

GOVENLOCK 
Robert Govenlock grew up in the Neepawa district, 

worked as a farm hand, farmed on his own and the 
operated a farm implement agency in Neepawa for six 
years before becoming a commercial traveller in 1918, 
still in the implement field. Walter was born on a farm 
south of Neepawa. George and Grace were born in 
Neepawa. 

Mrs. R. Govenlock passed away in May, 1919 and 
the children spent most of the next year with relatives, 
mainly with their grandparents, near Newdale. 

In 1920, R. Govenlock was transferred to a district 
surrounding Rapid City, so he bought a house from the 
late Mr. T. J. Butchart and in the month of July they 
all moved in with a housekeeper, named Miss Watt. 
She was quite capable and took very good care of them 
until Robert remarried in 1922. In 1929 he was 
transferred to Whitewood, Sask. and the family moved 
there in August of that year. 

After leaving school, Walter took seasonal work 
where it became available, but spent most of two 
winters in the C.P.R. station learning telegraphy and 
station work from the late Mr. N. J. Watt and finally 
got on the C.P.R. payroll in the summer of 1927. Ob
viously, his timing was off, as before long the depres
sion was in full swing and there was very little relief 
work to be had on the railway until the late thirties. 
However, he retained his seniority by taking any work 
offered by the railroad, filling in with various jobs and 
eventually landed his first steady job in early 1942. He 
then worked as station agent in several Manitoba 
towns until 1960 when he obtained leave of absence 
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from his position as agent at Birtle and worked in Win
nipeg as a representative of our Telegraphers Union 
until he retired in 1970. 

In 1936, Daisy Gray of Crandall, and Walter were 
married and they had one son, Bobby, but lost him ac
cidentally when he was almost ten. This created a 
vacancy in their lives and after learning to live with it, 
they are now being favoured with good health and are 
thoroughly enjoying retirement in Neepawa. 

George graduated from grade twelve in the early 
thirties and after shopping around and various oc
cupations became a salesman for Acklands, Ltd. Ed
monton. He has made good progress and still holds a 
good position with that Company. In the early forties, 
he married a very nice girl in Nipawin, Sask. They 
have one chosen son and one chosen daughter, now 
young adults, and both doing quite well. 

Grace graduated from grade twelve and as soon as 
she could get in, started training as a nurse in St. 
Boniface Hospital, graduating as an R.N. in 1939. After 
nursing in a few different Manitoba and Saskatchewan 
hospitals, she signed up with the Imperial Army in 1941 
and that fall was posted to South Africa with the first 
contingent of Canadian nurses. While nursing in an 
Army Hospital near Johannesburg, she became in
terested in one of her patients, Ivan Frank, of the 
South African Army and they were married in Jan., 
1943. Ivan did well after discharge from the army and 
they have lived quite comfortable in Durban for many 
years. They raised one daughter and one son, each now 
married and there are five grandchildren. Unfor
tunately, Grace suffered a severe stroke in 1968. She 
had excellent care and made a very good recovery ex
cept that she has little use of her right arm and right 
leg. She soon learned to write with her left hand and 
walks slowly, but fairly well with a cane and of course, 
has a full time housemaid, so no amount of cooking or 
housework to do. Robert Govenlock passed away in 
1950 and the step-mother in 1959. 

JAMES GRAHAM - by Blain Shortreed 
My grandfather, James B. Graham moved from 

Ontario to Rapid City in 1879, and homesteaded there. 
The family came via st. Paul, and if memory serves 
me right, they came part way by boat, either up the 
Red or Assiniboine. My uncle, Robert McCance 
Graham was born there in 1882. This second name 
(McCance) was the name of another family of settlers, 
who either came out at the same time or were close 
neighbours. Grandpa didn't stay there long, as he was 
a printer by trade and not a farmer. Eventually, he 
bought the weekly paper at Melita, which he owned un
til 1915. He died in Grandview in 1936 at the age of 96. 

JOHN GRAHAM 
Mr. and Mrs. John Graham and daughter Marjorie 

came to the district in April 1912, farming until they 
moved into Rapid City in 1929. 

Mr. Graham butchered for local beef rings. In the 
early days he was an outstanding horsemen and had 
several entries at most Rapid City Fairs where he took 
a fair share of red ribbons. However, Mr. Graham is 
best remembered probably, as being the local night 
watchman for over ten years. He had a big police dog 



named Kaizer, ladies going out to bridge would tell 
him what time they would be walking home and he 
would then wait before letting Kaizer loose. He had a 
sincere concern for the safety of the residents and was 
diligent in his rounds. 

Mrs. Graham was a devoted church worker. She 
taught piano lessons and always had young people 
from farms boarding with them while attending high 
school. Often a teacher or minister made their home 
at Grahams. Mrs. Graham was one of the "early 
promoters of the United Farmers of Manitoba. 

Marjorie started schOOl at 'Centerview (north of 
Rapid City) going into Rapid City to complete high 
school. She worked at the Manitoba Sanatorium in 
Ninette as a nurse's assistant prior to attending Nor
mal School in Brandon in 1924 to 1925. Marjorie taught 
for twenty years, which included four years as a 
primary teacher in Rapid City (1936 to 1940). She was 
very active in Sunday School, church, choir work, also 
in Red Cross, Girl Guides and other community 
organizations. Writing was, and still is, her favorite 
hobby. She took several prizes while attending school 
and in Boys and Girls Club Competition. In 1970 she 
placed third in a Canada wide competition which in
cluded many professional writers. She also had first 
placings for Scotch dancing and for horsemanship. The 
highlight was winning a pony race at Rapid City fair on 
her pony - oldest in the race - against one trained 
racer. She received a pair of small pigs as a prize. 

In 1945 Marjorie married Mel Baskier of Bagot 
where, together they owned and operated the Beacon 
Service Station on No. 1 Highway. III health forced 
them to retire, in 1959, to Portage La Prairie, where 
they still reside. 

Don was bOrn in April, 1917 while his parents were 
living on what was called "The White House" (in later 
years known as the Begg farm, north of Rapid City.) 
He started school at McBride and finished in Rapid Ci
ty. In 1933 he started out as a helper and errand boy for 
the late Bill Eastgate in his butcher shop. Here he 
learned his trade as a butcher. Bill had fashioned an 
insulated box, cooled by ice blocks, and mounted on a 
cut down Model A to resemble a small truck. In the 
summer months Don would deliver fresh meat to the 
farmers, going to Pettapiece, Moline and Cardale. 
This was thought to be quite an extended service in 
those days. 

Of local interest, too, Don and Howie Stone 
operated the first permanent talking picture show in 
Rapid City (1934). It was located upstairs in the Odd 
Fellows Hall. Don recalls his training was given on the 
job by a deaf mute fellow from Winnipeg, who gave in
struction by written notes and who adjusted the sound 
simply by feel. It was a thorough and authentic train
ing as their licenses had to come through the Labor 
Board at Winnipeg. 

Don served with the RC.A.F. as an Air Frame 
mechanic until 1947, then resumed butchering in 
December; 1947 by going to manage a butcher shop and 
subsequent locker plant in Reston, Manitoba. Since 
1956 he has been with the Canada Department of 
Agriculture, Health of Animals Branch, working out of 
Brandon. He lives, with his wife Margaret (nee 

242 

Sebree) and son John, on No. 10 Highway between 
Rapid City and Forrest. 

Mr. Graham was night watchman at the time of his 
death in October, 1948. Mrs. Graham was an invalid 
for a year at Marjorie and Mel Baskier's home where 
she passed away April, 1951. Both are interred in 
Rapid City Cemetery. 

JAMES GRASSICK HISTORY 
Mr. Grassick was born at Fergus, Ontario in 1868 

and came with his parents by Ox-cart in 1876. Later the 
family continued on to a shack town in Saskatchewan 
which became Regina, and James Grassick became 
the mayor. 

On arrival at Rapid City they farmed the quarter 
section south of the present cemetery, now occupied 
by the Don McFaddin family. There were few people 
here then, and very few children, so Mrs. Cable and 
other members of the Basler family, had James 
Grassick as a playmate for some four years. 

A lengthy story from the pen of Grant MacEwan 
appeared in the July, 1956, Farm and Ranch Review, 
telling about the homesteader cowboy, school trustee, 
alderman and mayor of Regina, member of the 
Saskatchewan legislature, president and then manager 
of the Regina Exhibition - just a partial list of the ac
tivities of this former Rapid City resident. 

"At Winnipeg, the Grassick's bought a wagon and 
team of oxen and drove westward over uncertain trails 
to Rapid City, north of where Brandon was to arise 
later. There, they would locate the homestead of their 
dreams. Everyone believed the new C.P.R would be 
built through here, and Rapid City would grow so fast 
and so big, that Winnipeg would be small in com
parison. 

"The Rapid City homestead was close to the 
thousand-mile cart trail, connecting Edmonton and 
Winnipeg and the Grassicks watched the carts and 
wagons - coming and going. The pioneer recalls the 
slow-moving, 'cart-trains' going back and forth, 
sometimes as many as 200 ox-drawn or horse drawn 
units loaded with furs would be seen making their way 
eastward in a single cart-train. The same number, 
loaded with bacon and flour and trade goods, would be 
seen going the other way-to Edmonton. At the very 
moment a postman dropped a handfull of letters at his 
present home in Regina, Jim Grassick was telling me 
about those Rapid City years; the mail came every 
two weeks. In the summer it came by stagecoach 
hauled by a four-horse team and in winter it came by 
dog-sleigh. 

"But after four years at Rapid City, the Grassicks 
and their homestead neighbour Robert Sinton (another 
who became a leading ffgure in Saskatchewan), 
decided to try it farther west. It was in the year 1882 
and they realized that the new railroad was now going 
to by-pass Rapid City. By taking new homesteads 
farther west, they would have another chance of being 
close to the C.P.R They loaded their belongings on 
wagons and started, not knowing where they would 
finally stop. The oxen, as always, were in no hurry, 
and 20 miles a day was considered good progress. At 
sundown each day the travellers would erect a tent for 



night shelter and release the oxen to graze for their 
food. " 

GRASSICK 
George and Jane Ann Grassick resided in Rapid 

City prior to 1880. George Grassick was of Scottish de
cent and his wife was born in Ireland. She was known 
as Jennie. They came to Rapid City from Guelph, On
tario in the 1870's with their family James, Mary, Liz
zie and Maggie. 

George Grassick Jr. was born Dec. 10, 1880 in Rapid 
City. 

In 1882 George Sr. and his son James left Rapid City 
for "Pile of Bones", North West Territories with a 
team of oxen. Mrs. Grassick and the rest of the family 
went to "Regina" on the first train out of Rapid City, 
the same year. They homesteaded in the Yellow Grass 
area. 

Their eldest son James was M.L.A. for the 
Conservative party in Regina for several years. 

George Jr. who was born in Rapid City ranched and 
farmed in the Yellow Grass area until his death in 
1958. His wife and two sons still reside there. 

MR. AND MRS. JAS. GREER HISTORY 
Mr. and Mrs. Jas Greer were born at Stanton, On

tario. For eighteen years after his marriage Jas. was 

Mr. and Mrs. James Greer. 
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the engineer in the saw mills. When the trees suitable 
for lumber were all used, he moved to a new area. 

At that time many of his friends were moving west 
to Manitoba so in 1904 he boarded the train for the 
west. With his qualification as a stationary steam 
engineer he had no difficulty in obtaining work as an 
engineer on a steam threshing machine. 

In the spring of 1906 the Greer family of 9 children 
were on their way to Rapid City, where Mr. Greer's 
two brothers were already engaged in farming. Their 
farm was located on the EVz of the section, now 
farmed by Arthur Westwood. Mr. Greer with the help 
of his son John broke up 50 acres of sod, that first 
summer. 

After 8 years on this farm he moved to the Moline 
district where Mrs. Greer died in June 1936 and Mr. 
Greer in Sept. of the same year. 

Oliver married Jessie Richie of Rapid City. 
There are two children Roy, and Audrey. They retired 
to Rivers when their son married Lorna Anderson. 
Roy and Lorna farm the home place. Oliver and Jessie 
have both passed away and are buried in the Rapid 
City cemetery. . 

John continued to farm for several years after hIS 
parents' death. He retired to Rapid City and in 1956 he 
passed away. 

May married Joe English. They have 4 boys, Allen, 
Elvin, Dick and Ivan. They farmed in the Moline dis
trict, retiring to Rapid City. May died March, 1974. 

Margaret married John McDonald. They had four 
children Sadie (Mrs G Pettapiece), Robert, John 
(deceased in 1927) and Roy. Mr. and Mrs. McDonald 
after farming for a number of years in the Cadurcis 
district retired and are now living in Basswood. 

Jim married the former Dorothy Basler. They 
farmed in the Moline district on the farm now 
operated by Jim's nephew Andy Greer. Jim passed 
away in July, 1976. 

Elsie married Wm. Taylor of Emerson. They 
farmed there for a number of years before retiring to 
B.C. They now reside in Rapid City. They have 4 of a 
fami)y, Jim, farming near Rapid City, Margaret (Mrs. 
K. Hoke), Washington D.C., Kathleen (Mrs. P. Duda), 
Waterloo, Ont. and Lorna (Mrs. B. Reilly) of Brandon. 

Edward married Elsie St. John and farmed in the 
Moline district. They have two sons, Orvil and Andy. 
They retired to Rapid City and Edward passed away in 
1973. 

Oswill married Isle Buchanan of Plumas. They 
farmed north of town. They have two children, 
Margaret (Mrs. Don Northan) and Jim who operates 
the home farm. Oswell died in 1959 and his wife a few 
years later. They are buried in the family plot in 
Westlawn Memorial Gardens. 

Edna married Alex Eplin. They have three sons, 
Jas, John and Archie. They farmed south of town, 
returning to Rapid City in 1967. Mrs. Esplin died in 
1976 and is buried in the family plot, Rapid City 
Cemetery. 

Myrtle married George Greig. They lived on a 
ranch at Cayley, Alberta. They have now retired and 
live in High River, Alberta. 



MR. AND MRS. JAMES GREER 
James T. Greer, son of James and Julia Greer, 

Rapid City, married Dorothy Rose Basler, daughter of 
Charles and Annie Basler, February, 1942 at Rapid Ci
ty. In 1947 they purchased 200 acres of land from Mrs. 
John Lean, in the Moline district, (S.E. quarter of sec
tion 28-14-20 and 40 acres of the N.E. quarter of section 
28-14-20.) They took up residence on the farm in 1948. 
While there, they were very active in community af
fairs. Dot was a member of the Moline W.I. In 1967 
they sold their farm to their nephew, Orval Greer, and 
retired to Rapid City. They purchased the residence 
vacated by Mrs. Whiting and owned by A. Garbutt. In 
their nine years of retirement Jim enjoyed fishing, 
hunting and gardening. Dot worked in the U.C.W. and 
enjoyed her flowers. Like all the Greer family Jim 
was fond of music and played the violin. 

Jim passed away July, 1976, at the age of 80 years. 
Dot still resides in Rapid City. 

LORNA AND ROY GREER - by Roy and Lorna 
Greer 

In 1904 Jim Greer came to the Rapid City district 
from Stanton, Ontario. In 1906 he sent for his wife and 
family of which Oliver, aged 17 years was the eldest. 

Ollie, my father worked in the flour mill at Rapid 
City and on various local farms. 

In 1912 he married Jessie Ritchie, who, the year 
previously, had come from Rothus, Scotland. 

They resided in Brandon for a few years, where 
Dad worked as a carpenter and painter, coming to the 
Moline district in 1916. They lived on a couple of farms 
before settling on the now family farm (Elfz 13-14-21) 
in 1918. A daughter Audrey was born that year and I 
arrived in 1929. Audrey is now Mrs. Syd Newitt and liv
ing in Calgary along with her 3 sons. 

I have lived on this farm all my life. I married Lor
na Anderson from Rapid City in 1954. We have a family 
of five. Cheryl, Mrs. Chris Plaseski who lives in Win
nipeg and Judy who lives in Brandon, Douglas is mov
ing to Winnipeg to work, Dawn and Mark are still 
attending Rivers schools. 

We purchased a farm from Bill Hazelwood in 1960 
and the farm from Lorna's Dad and Mother in 1967. We 
sold the Anderson farm in 1975. 

We are enjoying farming, growing seed grain, rais
ing Semintal cattle and are now getting into the bee 
business. Lorna manages the Rolling-Dale Workshop, 
for the Adult Mentally Retarded in Cardale while I 
quite often work during the winter months, usually as 
a welder. 

ORV AL AND LINDA GREER 
Orval Edward Greer is the eldest son of Mrs. Elsie 

Greer and the late Edward Greer. Orval was born in 
the Moline district on S.W. quarter of 32-14-20, on the 
farm now owned by Barry LeVasseur. Orval attended 
Weir school for a short time and in 1945 he moved with 
his parents to S. W. of 15-14-20 to the farm formerly 
owned by the late Chas. Bollman. He attended Moline 
Elementary and High SchooL He took up farming on 
his own in 1959. In 1970 he married Linda Kooting of 
the Pettapiece district. He took over the home farm in 
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1970 from his father, who had retired, and moved to 
Rapid City. They have two sons and one daughter. 
Scott, the eldest, is now attending grade one at Rivers 
Elementary, Shannon, aged 5 and Darryl aged 1. 

ANDREW AND KAREN GREER 
Andrew James Franklin Greer, youngest son of 

Mrs. Elsie Greer and the late Edward Greer, was born 
at Minnedosa hospital on July 2, 1945 and lived at 
Moline. He went to school at Moline and when the high 
school closed in 1959 he was transported to Rivers, on a 
bus driven by Bill Bridgeman. Today, Andy's children 
are also driven to school by Bill. On September 24,1966 
Andy married Karen Henry of Oak River. He was 
employed at Purdy's garage at Oak River as a 
mechanic. In September, 1967, they moved to Rivers 
and Andy worked in a garage at Wheatland. Karen was 
an employee of the Canadian Forces Base at Rivers 
for 5 years. 

In 1969, Andy took over a quarter section of land 
owned hy his father, Ed Greer. In June they moved to 
Moline, taking up residence on the farm formally 
owned by his uncle, Jim Greer. This land is now owned 
by his brother Orval. In 1973 he bought a quarter sec
tion from Elvin Englisll.:' S. W.2-14-40.At present he is 
also working the half section where Elvin resides. 
Besides farming, Andy has also worked the past 3 
winters at Terra Implements in Minm!dosa (formally 
Agristeel) . 

They have two children, a son, Ward Andrew and 
daughter, Wendi Gay. 

ALEXANDER THOMAS GREIG - by Mrs. Olive 
Dube (nee Greig) 

Alex (Sandy) Greig came to Canada from Glasgow, 
Scotland in 1904. He came to the farm of his uncle (now 
operated by Cecil Andrew) and after working for him 
for a few years, he bought and moved to what was 
known as the Grummett farm in the Moline area, 
presently operated by his great-nephew, Floyd 
Campbell. Sandy Greig was a stone mason by trade in 
the old country, and his fine work can still be seen in 
the floor of an old barn which he built on the farm. All 
stones are interlocked and no cement was used. He 
was well known for his well witching and many people 
for a great number of miles around can vouch for the 
validity of his clock spring. Mr. Greig was never 
married and resided on his farm until his death in 1954. 

PETER REID GREIG 
The middle name, "Reid" is being used in this story 

to distinguish Peter Greig from the number of Peter 
Greigs that resided in the Rapid City area during the 
period 1888 to 1913. 

Peter Reid Greig, second son of Peter and 
Elizabeth (Reid) Greig was born in Durham, County of 
Bruce, Ontario, March 5, 1866. 

At the age of 21 in 1887, Peter left Ontario and spent 
one year in British Columbia as a logger. During that 
time he worked at west Point Grey (where the Univer
sity of British Columbia stands today) and in the 
Queen Charlotte Islands. 



Mr. and Mrs. Peter Greig. 

In 1888, he settled in the Moline district north of 
Rapid City and lived on this property for 25 years. His 
brothers, Jim and Bob settled in the same area at ap
proximately the same time. Members of their families 
still reside in that area. 

His parents, Mr. and Mrs. Peter Greig, Sr., Will 
and Ellen lived in Rapid City for many years. His 
sister, Mrs. H. (Elizabeth) Graham lived at Rivers, 
Man. 

Peter Greig was a life member of Rapid City Lodge 
No. 18 I.O.O.F. having joined in 1892. He was also a 
Past-Master of Corinthian Lodge No. 15, Rapid City, 
joining in 1893. 

On March 3, 1897 Peter Greig and Mary McBlain, 
eldest daughter of James and Catherine McBlain, 
were married at Rapid City by Rev. A. Chisholm. They 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in West 
Vancouver in 1947. Seven children, Jessie, Margaret, 
Gordon, Isabel, Hugh, Agnes and Janet were born at 
Rapid City. 

Mary McBlain came to Rapid City in 1889. She was 
born on the Isle of Jura, Scotland. Mrs. Mary Greig 
passed away at Port Coquitlam, B. C. on May 26, 1953 
at the age of 74. 

In August 1913, Peter and his family left Rapid City 
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to settle in Australia for two years. Catherine Greig 
was born in Australia. 

In 1915 Peter moved to New Zealand where he lived 
for 11 years. 

Olive Greig was born in New Zealand. The four 
eldest children of Peter and Mary Greig married and 
settled in New Zealand. His eldest son, Gordon Greig 
lived in Hamilton, New Zealand. Peter and Mary 
Greig have over 100 descendants in New Zealand at the 
present time. 

Peter, Mary and the five youngest members of the 
family returned to Canada in December, 1926. They 
resided in British Columbia for two years before mov
ing to northern Saskatchewan where they lived 15 
years. Peter and Mary Greig retired to Sandy Cove, 
West Vancouver. Peter Greig passed away on October 
16, 1950 at the age of 86. 

THE GEORGE GREIG FAMILY 
Robert Greig, along with his son George, then four

teen years old and his daughter, Robina, came to 
Rapid City from Aberdeen, Scotland in 1900. His older 
son, Alex had already been in and had bought land 
south-east of Rapid City, the east half of section of 15-
13-19. The family settled there. 

Alex married Mary McKay of the Hunterville dis
trict and they lived on the S. % of the farm. They are 
both deceased and are interred at New Westminster, 
British Columbia. 

Robina married Colin McKay, Mary's brother and 
they farmed in the Hunterville district for some time 
before moving to Ebor and then to Reston, Manitoba. 
They are deceased and are interred in the Reston 
cemetery. 

George married Marion Ramsay, daughter of 
Marion and William Ramsay of the Moline district on 
October 31, 1911. 

In 1912 Alex and George sold their farm and went 
into the Imperial Oil and Dray business in Reston. 

Robert Greig died in 1912 at the age of 62 as he was 
preparing to return to Scotland. He is buried in the 
Rapid City cemetery. 

George and Marion returned to farming in 1920, 
first at Moline and then back to the old family farm at 
Rapid City, where they farmed for twenty years 
before moving to the Hunterville district. They lived 
there until 1974 when they came to reside at Hillcrest 
Place in Brandon. Marion passed away in June, 1977 in 
her 87th. year and is buried in the Rapid City 
cemetery. George still resides at Hillcrest Place and 
is enjoying good health. George and Marion had three 
daughters, Bessie and Margaret, both born at Reston 
and Mary, born at Rapid City. 

Bessie married Wilbur Smith of the Tremaine dis
trict in 1938 and after living at God's Lake and Sachigo 
River for some years, where Wilbur was engaged in 
the mining operations. They moved to Port Colborne, 
Ontario where he continued as a civil engineer and 
farmed. He passed away in August, 1975. They had 
three sons, Lynn, Kenneth, and Ian who are all 
married and live in the Port Colborne area. 

Mary married Leonard Funnell of Rookhurst 
district, south of Minnedosa in 1952. They farmed there 



for a few years before moving to Brandon. Leonard 
works for the Forage Department at the Research Sta
tion in Brandon. They have three children, Linda, 
married and living at Grande Prairie, Alberta and 
Gary and Donna are living at home. 

Margaret married Lome Shanks of the Pettapiece 
area in 1940. After farming there for six years they 
moved back to the old home on section 15-13-19 at 
Rapid City. They lived there until 1966 when they 
moved to Brandon. They sold the farm to a nephew, 
Gerald Shanks. He has since sold it to Donald Waldon. 
Lome is working at Murray Chev. Olds. in Brandon. 
They have two daughters, Gayle, who married Wesley 
Drysdale of Brandon in 19S3. They live in Brandon 
where Wes is an Assistant Professor at the Brandon 
University. They have two boys, Jason and Chris. Lor
na the other daughter married Stuart Marshall of 
Brandon in 1967. They live in Brandon where Stu. 
works for the Telephone System. They have two boys, 
Michael and Keith. 

L. V. MONTY GRIST 
I came here in May, 1906 at the age of 15 years with 

my father and mother. The rest of the family arrived 
later in the same year. There were eight of us. I think 
we stayed with Mrs. Alfred Owen, whom r met several 
years later in Medicine Hat, Alberta. r remember 
several of the families living in town at that time. Dr. 
Crookshank, Simpson, LePage Brothers, Haslen, 
Butchart, Clay, Millar, Wright, Campbell, Turiff, 
Bolton, Gardiner, Mrs. D. Cable, Manly and Dick and 
Dr. MacKay. My first job was working for Mr. Robert 
Hales as palette boy at Brookdale brickyard at 15¢ an 
hour. 

We lived in the Hales house about a mile or so west 
of town, then we moved to the second house from the 
Mill in town, facing up town. Have no idea how long we 
lived there. My Dad built the Bank and the Post Office. 
r will be 86 on my next birthday. 

MR. MRS. F. P. GROVE 
Dec. 6,1956 - Mrs. F. P. Grove, of Simcoe, Ont., last 

week was guest of the organizing committee of the 
University Festival of Arts, in Winnipeg. She stayed 
at the home of her brother and sister-in-law, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. D. Wiens, Crescent Drive. Mrs. Grove and her 
late husband taugh("for a number of years at Rapid 
City school, and she sent along greetings to surviving 
members of her old school board with Don Shand, who 
makes his home with the Wiens family, spending the 
weekend in town. 

April 9, 1953 - Mrs. F. P. Grove, now teaching in 
Winnipeg, arrived Saturday to spend a few days 
renewing acquaintances in Rapid City, the guest of, 
Mrs. E. S. Gardiner. 

March 10, 1955 Frederick Philip Grove was the 
Canadian author featured last week in the Writers of 
the Prairies series, presented by the CBC. Mrs. Kay 
Rowe, of Brandon, discussed the factors of environ
ment in Groves novels and nature essays. The late Mr. 
Grove made Rapid City his home for a number of 
years, part of which time he was high school principal 
and much of his writing was done here. The south west 
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corner plot of Rapid City cemetery is the last resting 
place of the late F. P. Grove and daughter May. 

July 4, 1957 - Many contributors to daily newpaper 
columns take liberties. There have been many 
references to the late Frederick Philip Grove since 
this Canadian writer's passing at Simcoe, Ont., August 
19, 1948, at the age of 77 years. One of the latest com
ments, appearing in the Winnipeg Tribune on Monday 
of last week, included the following: 

"Ironically for Manitoba it was Grove's art that 
forced him away. He wrote a novel called Settlers of 
the Marsh, but local prudes branded it obscene, and he 
lost his teaching job at Rapid City." 

Now here are the facts: Mr. and Mrs. Grove and 
wee daughter Phyllis May came to Rapid City in 
September, 1922. Mr. Grove as principal, Mrs. Grove 
as teacher of grades VI, VII and VIII. Due to ill health 
and his writing interests, Mr. Grove resigned his prin
cipalship, to the Board's regret, in December, 1923. 
His successor was only temporary, and the Board 
appealed to Mr. Grove to resume as head of Rapid City 
high school, which he did for the balance of the 1923-24 
term. Here Mr. Grove continued his literary work and 
Mrs. Grove continued as teacher until the summer of 
1929, with remarkable success. Their 11 year old 
daughter died in July, 1927.' 

The remains of Mr. Grove rest in Rapid City 
cemetery, alongside those of his daughter. 

Feb. 2, 1956 The late F. P. Grove and Mrs. Grove 
came to Rapid City in the summer of 1922, Mr. Grove 
to succeed the late B. Hodkinson as principal, Mrs. 
Grove as teacher of grades 6-8. Mr. Grove taught for a 
period and then devoted himself to writing and lec
turing. Mrs. Grove continued on the Rapid City 
teaching staff until their departure east in 1929. While 
here they lost their daughter May, and Mr. Grove died 
some years ago - both were buried in Rapid City 
cemetery. 

The following will be of interest to many Reporter 
readers. 

The announcement by Gustave Kristjanson, CBC 
drama producer at Winnipeg, of a dramatization in 
three parts of Frederick Philip Grove's "Settlers of 
the Marsh" marks a new stage in the CBC's develop
ment of regional drama. 

Settlers of the Marsh, which Marian Waldman has 
dramatized in three hald-hour episodes, was a product 
of Grove's early Manitoba period (1912-1920), although 
not published until 1925. It was exposed at the time to 
totally unfounded charges of obscenity, and was as a 
whole a failure with the reading public. When the work 
was written (1917-18) Grove was teaching in the vicini
ty of Gladstone, Manitoba, and driving each weekend 
to his wife's school in the thick woods twenty-five 
miles away. At various times during his career) Grove 
lived, wrote, and taught at Winnipeg, Haskett, 
Winkler, Gladstone, Virden, Falmouth, Eden, 
Ashfield, Selkirk and Rapid City, in Manitoba. His 
marriage to Catherine Wein took place at Swift 
Current, Sask. 

The tale. is of a Swedish immigrant, Neils 
Lindstedt, successful as a pioneer farmer, un
successful in his personal life because of his chance 
meetings with two women, one neurotically repelled 



by the whole thought of marriage because of her 
mother's unhappy experience and the other a widow 
who flaunted her charms and appeals only to his 
animal nature. Rejected by the girl he really desires to 
marry, Neil weds the widow, and tragedy results when 
in blind fury at her flagrant promiscuity he kills her. 
He spends seven years in prison for the crime, and 
returning at last finds Ellen, his first love, still waiting 
and now reconciled to marriage. In tragic power, the 
work has few equals in Canadian writing. 

Frederick Philip Grove was born in a Russian 
manor house, when his parents rested on their 
homeward journey to Sweden. His paternal grand
father had emigrated to Sweden and married a 
Swedish wife. His father married a Scottish woman. 
Frederick Philip was the eighth child, and first son of 
the marriage. The estrangement of his parents, left 
him to travel widely with his mother throughout 
Europe, visiting England, France, Italy and a dozen 
other countries. He completed his education in Ger
many, and then spent a year travelling in Siberia with 
an uncle. He returned to studies at the University of 
Paris. Travels in Africa, Australia and New Zealand 
followed, and 1892 saw him in America. The death of 
his father left him alone and penniless, stranded on a 
continent of which he knew nothing. It was not until 
1912 that he escaped from his hobo existence, became 
a school teacher in Manitoba, and began to turn out the 
novels and descriptive works which have made him 
the west's outstanding literary figure. 

BEN AND DONNA GUNNLAUGSON 
Ben was born in December, 1947 at Holland, Man., 

and his parents, Mr. & Mrs. Ben Gunnlaugson lived at 
Baldur, Man. Ben has three sisters and one brother. 
The family lived at Glenboro, Winnipeg and Virden, 
Man., and also in Ontario. 

I was born in 1949, the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Earle 
Alexander, and grew up on a farm at Lenore, Man., 
and I had three brothers and three sisters. 

I met Ben in Brandon, Man. where I was employed 
as a stenographer, and we were married in 1968. Ben 
was working at the Brandon Mental Hospital when our 
twin girls, Jessica and Jill, were born in June, 1971. We 
were living in a small trailer, so we decided to move to 
Rapid City, and we rented Rev. Harris's house. In the 
fall, we bought a house from Rem Radsma at the east 
end of town. In November, 1972 our other little girl, 
Dyan, was born. We lived in that house until 1976, when 
we bought some land in the country, and have built our 
home close to the site of the former Andy McCallum's 
farm home. 

HAARMANS HISTORY 
Antonious (Tom) Andreus Haarmans was born 

January, 1916 in Amersfoort, Leusden, the 
Netherlands. 

Adriana (Addy) Arnolda de Feyter was born 
December, 1919 in Terneuzen, Zeeland, the 
Netherlands. 

While in Holland, Tom became involved in develop
ing the polders land reclaimed from the sea and Addy 
entered the nursing profession. 
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They were married at Oud-Zuilen, Utrecht, the 
Netherlands in May, 1947. In July, 1948 a daughter, 
Johanna (JoAnne) was born in the city of Utrecht. 

As a result of the after effects of World War II, the 
family immigrated to Canada at the encouragement of 
the Canadian Government in 1951. Because of Tom's 
interest in agriculture they were directed by the 
Department of Immigration to establish their home in 
the Rapid City area. 

After working at various occupations, the couple 
operated the Rapid City cafe for several years and 
then Tom gained employment with Manitoba Hydro 
from which he retired in 1976 after approximately 
twenty years service. 

A second daughter, Maria, was born in Minnedosa 
in December, 1960. 

Both Maria and JoAnne attained their public 
schooling in Rapid City; Maria until the end of grade 
eight, after which she has attended Elton Collegiate 
Institute in Forrest and JoAnne until the beginning of 
grade eleven when she entered Saint Michael's 
Academy in Brandon. After high school completion 
JoAnne went on to Brandon University and graduated 
with an Arts degree and a teaching certificate and 
entered the education field. 

In August, 1970 JoAnne married Julian K. Hoyak in 
Rapid City United Church with the Rev. G. G. Harris 
officiating. They made their home in MacGregor, 
Manitoba as both taught in the Pine Creek School Divi
sion. The first son and grandson, Paul Julian was born 
in October, 1974 in Portage la Prairie, Manitoba. A 
daughter Christina was born in 1977. 

THE HAGGERTY FAMILY HISTORY - by daughter 
- Mrs. Harry (Viola) Learning 

My father, Daniel Webester Haggerty was born 
near Jaris Ontario. In 1879 he came to Manitoba as a 
very young man, and farmed with his brother Jack, 
west of Brandon on the E 11221-13-20. Later he moved 
to Moore Park on a farm, where he met my Mother 
Agnes Cooper, and they were married in the early 
nineties. 

Mother was born at Clinton, Ontario, and came to 
Manitoba at the age of eighteen, to her uncle who lived 
at Douglas Man. She later went to work in a general 
store in Indian Head, Sask. for a short time, returning 
to Moore Park to live. 

Dad was very fond of sports, and played football 
and curled as a young man. Mother loved her garden 
and showed vegetables at the small fairs around. They 
both were active in Church work. Mother worked in 
the W.A. and W.M.S. We all went to Church summer 
and winter, and as we did not always have a car, we 
had to use the team and horses for transportation. 

In 1926 we moved to Pettapiece, Man. on E1I2 21-13-
tapiece Church, and Little Saskatchewan school. As 
we were a large family, we had a large garden, which 
all had a hand in, and we raised chickens and turkeys. 
a large garden, which all had a hand in, and we raised 
chickens and turkeys. 

We had many good times, with the neighbors when 
we went swimming and fishing in the Little 
Saskatchewan river, which was only a mile from 
home. 



In the late thirties we moved seven miles north of 
Rivers, and by this time most of us were away from 
home. 

Mother and Dad farmed there till his health failed 
and he had to move off the farm, and retire to Oak 
River. He passed away in 1944. Mother came to Bran
don and lived with my husband and I, until her death in 
1965. 

They had ten children, five sons, and five 
daughters. George the eldest passed away in 1909 and 
is buried in Sparling cemetery, as at that time there 
was no cemetery at Moore Park. 

Mrs. Snowdon (Irene) lives in Aldergrove B.C. Mrs. 
Lee (Gladys) passed away in 1971. Harold passed away 
in 1968; Arthur died as a young baby, and is buried in 
Moore Park cemetery. Murray passed away in 1964, 
Francis in 1963, and Mrs. Carey (Mildred) passed 
away in 1977. Ernest lives at ShUo Man. 

HAlGH HISTORY-by Mrs. Fred Gibson 
My dad, William Haigh was born in England in 1908. 

He came to Canada with his parents and they farmed 
in the Newdale district. He attended Weir School. In 
1933 he married Muriel Luker and took over the home 
farm. In 1938 their only child, Mary, was born. In 1945 
we rented the farm and spent the winter in Exeter, On
tario. In 1946 we came to Rapid City and bought a 
house. W. Rogers bought our farm. Dad had several 
jobs including a taxi business and he worked at Rivers 
Air Base. In 1955 we moved to Exter and Dad worked 
with the Hensal! TraUor factory, Centralia Air Base 
and Clinton Air Base. Mother died suddenly in 1958. I 
worked as a hairdresser and in the bake shop. In 1961 I 
married Fred Gibson and we had three daughters, 
Margaret born '1962, Irene born 1964 and Kathy born 
1966. In 1961 Dad married Edith Haveling of Stratford. 
He was in ill health and passed away in 1973. We live in 
a small community of Skipka. Fred has been employed 
at Cetralia Air Base, Kongskiddle Ltd. and is now 
working for the Grand Bend Water Supply System. Our 
daughter Margaret passed away in 1972. 

THE F.G. HALES FAMILY WITH NOTES ON THE 
HENRY HALES FAMILY 

Henry Hales was born at Hartlip, Kent in 1861. He 
married Clara Martin in 1882. They came with their 
family of three at that time to Ontario in 1885 to work 
with Henry's brother Robert in a brickyard at 
Fruitland, Ontario. This was a trade they had followed 
in England. The bricks were made by hand. When Un
cle Bob moved west to operate a yard at Rapid City, 
Henry moved his family to a farm in the town limits 
and he and his oldest son, John, worked in the brick
yard situated on the farm now owned by Hugh Wright. 
The bricks made there, were used to build homes and 
business places all over Manitoba. Central United 
Church in Brandon is one of many still in use. Henry 
and Clara J;Iales had a family of ten, three born in 
England, six in Ontario and one in Rapid City. Two 
died in childhood in Ontario. Henry farmed on several 
farms in the early days, after the brickyard was 
moved to Edrans. He worked the McNaught place, 
known as the Milne place, now werked by Ross 
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Underhill. The old Scott farm, the Wm. Budd section 
which Nelson farmed the east half, also the "Hall" 
farm now owned by Jack Belcher were among Henry's 
early farming homes. His first threshing outfit was a 
"Casey Jones" the whole outfit was on four wheels, 
engine at one end and the separator at the other. There 
were no blowers, so you had to fork the straw back and 
stack it at the same time. It was hand fed which was 
rather dangerous work. Fred's dad did all that and his 
Mother was always relieved when the job was 
finished. 

Jobn Hales, the oldest son, worked in the brickyard, 
operated a draying service, also with his father and 
two of his brothers took up a homestead in the Scan
dinavia district north-east of Erickson. At ninety-five 
he recalls much of the early days and was able to help 
with the book research. He is active, still plants and 
cares for a large garden. 

Clara Elizabetb married Robert Walker. Her fami
ly is recorded with that of her son. 

James W. married Anne Dashney, she taught at 
Oakleigh School. They farmed west of town, then 
moved to Brandon. In 1930 they moved to British 
Columbia where Jim was a foreman at Sigurdsons 
Lumber Mill. He passed away in 1967. Anne still lives 
in New Westminster. 

Nelson married Minnie Denton. They have farmed 
all their married life in this area and now live in town 
where Minnie passed away in 1977. They celebrated 
their Sixtieth anniversary in 1977. They have a family 
of six. 

Dorcas married D. J. Struthers and their story is 
recorded elsewhere. 

Lilian married Lawrence Trott of Moline. She 
taught school at Weir and McBride. They retired to 
Minnedosa, and mark their sixtieth wedding anniver
sary in January, 1978. They have two sons; Howard in 
Minnedosa and Donald in Brandon. 

William married Christina Denbow in 1920. They 
farmed in this district for some years. They now live 
in the Glanton area where Will farms and has cattle. 
They have one son William F. who married Vivian 
Cranswick. 

Fred was born at Rapid City on 20 July 1902 and has 
lived here all his life, with the exception of five years 
spent in Brandon where he worked in the McDiarmid's 
Sash and Door Factory. It was destroyed by fire. He 
worked with Magee Transfer and had a Rural Mail 
route south of Brandon. He farmed for a short time 
northwest of Brandon with his brother. In 1933 he 
married May Veale in Brandon and moved back to 
Rapid City to farm. We farmed the Bell farm, now 
owned by Joe Chapman and farmed north of town for 
two seasons. All the crop was ruined by rust in 1935. 
We had nothing to show for our work after paying for 
the threshing. In 1936, we moved to the farm where 
Fred was born and purchased it from the town in 1939. 
The farm is now owned by William Denton. We had 
quite a time getting our title. In the days before Bran
don, the land had been laid out in blocks and streets 
and the lawyers had to write all over the country to get 
the titles. We finally got a Torrens Title but one lot in 
the middle of the wheat field still was not cleared. 



There is a map in the Museum showing all the lots with 
streets and avenues numbered. 

We operated a Dairy for many years, milk was 
eleven quarts for a dollar. We had Jersey cattle. When 
we had to reduce the route, with the help of the late 
Poula Barker, we brought in the first pasteurized milk 
to Rapid City. She rented a coke cooler to hold the 
milk. Fred had a threshing outfit and did custom work 
with our neighbors. A busy time but lots of good 
memories for the sociability of those days. In 1965 we 
became custodians of, at that time, both schools, a 
position we held until 1974. We are now resident 
caretakers of the Legion Community Gardens. Fred 
served on the Town Council for a term, helped with 4-H 
and the Agricultural Society, in our farm days. We are 
both over thirty-five year members of the LO.O.F. 
fraternal organization. May has had the privilege of 
serving the Churches, schools and the community with 
music, it has meant a great deal to her. 

We have a family of three. Barbara was born in 
1935. She married Lyall Wilson of Justice in 1955. They 
have one son, Neil, in Grade Twelve at Elton 
Collegiate. Lyall works for Plains Western Gas in 
Brandon. Barbara is a Teachers Aide at Glendale 
School. 

Barry was born 24 October 1943. He married Carol 
Stanick and they have three children; Jacqueline, 
Tracey and Martin. Barry works at the Brandon 
Generating Station, 

Bruce was born 03 December 1949. He married 
Lorretta Dorgan and they have one little girl, Jolene. 
Bruce lives in Brandon where he works as an Optical 
Lab technician with Dr. Gerald Dressler. 

R.D.HALES 
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Hales were born at Hartlip, Kent, 

England and came to Canada (Hamilton, Ontario) in 
1887, He ran a brickyard at Fruitland, Ontario before 
coming to Whitemouth, Manitoba where they lived for 
a short while before coming to Rapid City in 1900. 

While here he started a brickyard business with his 
son Will. In 1901 his brother Henry Hales and son John 
arrived to help with the business. The Hales brothers 
learned the brick trade in England. Bob Hales opened 
a brick business in Brookdale also. While in Rapid City 
he served on the town council for ten years. At the end 
of this time they moved to Winnipeg. They lived there 
until 1926. Then they moved to Edrans where Bob was 
foreman of the National Clay Products brick plant un
til his death on May 29,1929 at the age of seventy. Mr. 
Hales was well known as a curler. He was a member 
of the Masonic lodge, an honorary life member of Deer 
lodge Club. Mr. Hales was survived by his wife 
Elizabeth, a son Will and wife Carrie and family of 
Winnipeg. Mr. Hales was buried at Brookside 
cemetery, Winnipeg. 

Mrs. Hales passed away at Edrans twelve days 
after her husband's death at the age of sixty-six. She 
had been ill for 6 weeks following a stroke. She was 
highly thought of by all who knew her. She was laid to 
r~st beside her husband at Brookside cemetery in Win
mpeg. 
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W. E. (WILL) HALES FAMILY 
William E. Hales married Carrie Irene Moore of 

Rapid City. William Hales spent his life in the brick 
business. He was also in the Real estate business for a 
number of years. He retired in 1945 and lived for fifty 
years in Winnipeg. He belonged to the Winnipeg Lions 
Club and was a member of Greenwood United Church 
and Greenwood Lawn Bowling Club. He had five 
children a son Raymond who lives in Montreal, and 
four daughters, Venetia, lola (Mrs. Allan McIvor) of 
Winnipeg, Doreen, Bernice, and Velma. There are also 
a number of grandchildren. 

Wm. Edward Hales passed away at the age of 
seventy-eight in 1956 in Winnipeg. They lived at 934 
Sherburn Street. 

William was buried in Chapel Lawn Memorial 
Gardens. Service was conducted by Rev. David Conly 
who also resided in Minnedosa for a number of years 
and is well known in this area. 

MR. AND MRS. E. C. HALES 
Ernest Cephus Hales and Elizabeth Maria Hinbest 

were married, March 1904, at Chatham, Kent, 
England. Two weeks later they sailed for Canada to 
make their first home on the Peplow farm, now owned 
by William McFaddin. Two daughters, Eva, 
December 24, 1904 and Winnifred, January 28, 1906 
were born there. They moved to the Lindsay farm for 
one year, now owned by Art Peters. They rented the 

Ernest Hales and Family. 



farm then owned by Hugh Lockhart, Rapid City, now 
owned by William Ironside, in the Oakleigh district. 
Their third daughter, Ivy Alma, was born March, 1910. 
Mrs. Pheobe Hales, Ernest's mother and stepmother 
to Robert and Harry Hales, came from England and 
made her home with her son and daughter-in-law until 
her death in 1931, at the age of eighty-nine years. 

Mother, being a nurse, worked with local doctors as 
midwife as far back as Dr. Cruikshanks and Dr. 
Mulvey, often having to take her two small children 
with her. The pay was small, if any, and the work 
heavy. Both Mother and Dad were interested in gar
dening, Dad being a gardener in the Old Country. They 
took many prizes at local fairs with garden produce 
and horses. Dad judged flowers and vegetables at 
nearby local fairs. They were active in church, school, 
Red Cross, United Farmers of Manitoba and 
Agricultural Society. In 1927, they moved to the farm 
now owned by John Esplin and lived there for two 
years. They moved to the Forrest district to the farm 
then owned by the Johannes Brothers, now owned by 
Ward Meadows. In 1943 they retired to Rapid City and 
took up residence in the old Bolton house on third 
avenue. Dad was fond of curling and playing 
horseshoes. They were both active in the United 
Church. Dad passed away February 21,1946 at the age 
of sixty-seven. Mother continued to live there by 
herself until 1956 when her son-in-law, Robert Cornish 
and family, moved to Rapid City. She resided with 
them until her death in 1965, at the age of ninety-one 
years. Grandma Hales, Dad and Mother are all laid to 
rest in the Rapid City cemetery. 

Eva married Halhad Shelvey in 1926 and they live in 
the Forrest district. They raised a family of four sons 
and three daughters; Rev. Ernest Shelvey married 
Bertha Miller of Melville. They live at Thompson with 
their family of four; Gregg, Judith, Bruce and Donna. 
Percy Shelvey and wife, Louise McIntyre of Brandon 
live at Calgary and have a family of three; Laurel, 
Todd and Tim. Elmer Shelvey and Nancy Smith were 
married at Calgary and reside there with their two 
sons; Kevin and Stephen. Roy married Judy Maynard 
and have the home farm in the Forrest district. They 
have two children; Pamela and Dean. Muriel and hus
band Robert McMullin have a family of two; Wayne 
and Sandra. They live at Calgary. Eileen married 
Hubert Hall of Brandon and now reside in California 
with sons Gregory and Jeffery. Bernice and husband, 
Rev. Ervine Fuhrman live at Lake Cowichan, British 
Columbia. They have a family of five; Eva Marie 
Clagg, Ottawa; Marlene and Mark at Victoria; Starla 
and Jennifer at home. 

Winnifred married Leslie Cornish in 1943 at Rapid 
City and farmed south of town on the Burland farm. 
They have one son and one daughter. Edward Ernest 
(Ted) married Irene Hunter and live in Winnipeg with 
their daughter Tracy. Diane Elizabeth resided in 
England for a few years and married Brian 
MacDonald. They came to Canada with their two 
small daughters, Patricia and Jennifer and took up 
residence in Rapid City. Leslie and Winnie have 
retired having sold the farm to Percy Shelvey but still 
reside in the buildings. 

(Ivy's history under S. R. Cornish). 
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THE HENRY JAMES WM. HALES - Contributed by 
Mrs. Lorraine Hales 

Henry is the youngest son of Nelson and the late 
Minnie Hales, born 21 September 1927 in the 
Municipality of Saskatchewan. He received his educa
tion at Wallace and McBride schools. 

Henry worked with Manitoba Hydro and Manitoba 
Telephone System. It was during the time he worked 
for the Manitoba Telephone System that he met Miss 
Lorraine Nesbitt of Oak River, Manitoba. Lorraine is 
the eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lorne Nesbitt, 
now of Rivers, Manitoba. 

Henry and Lorraine were married 8 March 1951 and 
raised a family of five; Brian, Allan, Barbara, Lorne 
and Henry Jr. (Butch). Brian, Allan and Barbara were 
born at Hamiota Hospital. Lorne and Butch were born 
at Minnedosa Hospital. 

Brian and his wife Sharon, oldest daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. E. Trott of Calgary, Alberta, and their son 
Paul reside in Alberta. Brian has one daughter, 
Pamela Lynn, residing in Manitoba. 

Allan and his wife Barbara, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Levi Bayes of Rapid City, Manitoba, and two 
daughters Shawna and Michelle reside in 
Saskatchewan. 

Barbara and her husband Robert Forsythe, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Perry Forsythe of Brandon, Manitoba, 
and their son Daniel reside in Brandon, Manitoba. 

Lome and his wife Donna, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Mike Dunphy of Douglas, Manitoba, reside in Brandon, 
Manitoba. 

Butch as of this writing is a grade eight student at 
Rapid City Elementary School. 

We reside in our home that we built in 1966. It is 
located S W 28-13-19. In 1966 we took up farming as an 
occupation. 

I worked for the Manitoba Telephone System at 
Oak River from 1950-1954 and at Rapid City from 1961-
1977. 

Henry is still engaged in farming and part time 
work. 

HALL 
Mr. Joseph HaU, born in Yorkshire England, 

married Georgina Scott, also of Yorkshire England. 
They emigrated to Rapid City in 1923 and returned to' 
England in 1934. They had five daughters and three 
sons: Alice; Mrs. W. Ryley now deceased. Elizabeth; 
Mrs. George Elliot of Moline who was married in 
Rapid City, now deceased. William married Margaret 
Alder of Winnipeg. Jenny; Mrs. Sam Hulse of Moline 
who was married in Rapid City, now deceased. May; 
Mrs. Albert Ranson of Minnedosa was married in 
Rapid City by Rev. McKim Young. Joe who married 
Jean Watts of London England. Josephine; Mrs. Roy 
Mills of Cheshire England and Tom of Australia. 

Mr. Hall was active in Town council. He worked on 
the section at Ruford and later started a dairy. Shortly 
after he returned to England taking Joe, Josie and 
Tom. May worked in C. M. Beaties until she married 
Albert Ranson. 

May and Albert farmed until their departure for 
Victoria B.C. Their son attended Wallace school. Mr. 



Left to right; Mr. and Mrs. Ranson Senior, Albert 
and May Ranson, Mr. and Mrs. J. Hall. 

Hall passed away at the age seventy-six and Mrs. Hall 
at the age of eighty-nine. Both were buried at 
Cheshire England. 

Walter Fawbett emigrated to Rapid City with the 
Halls. William came two years before with Mr. and 
Mrs. Harold Westwood. 

JOHN HAMILTON 
John Hamilton came to Canada from Scotland in 

1902. He was accompanied by his brother-in-law, Dan 
Struthers. Mrs. Hamilton and their two sons Dave and 
Bill remained in Scotland for awhile. John bought a 
farm north of Rapid City, now farmed by Ray Bayes. 
John stayed a few months and then returned to his 
native land leaving Dan Struthers to run the farm. He 
did the work of breaking and clearing the land with the 
use of horses. 

In 1905 John and his wife Agnes (Stuthers) and the 
boys returned to Canada, this time to make their life 
out here. 

John Hamilton was a very hard worker and very in
terested in the town and council affairs. He was a 
councillor for 12 years. In the term year of 1936-1937, 
John was honored by the reeve and councillors of ward 
three, in recognition of his services as councillor for 
twelve years. The council presented him with an easy 
chair and an address was given by Reeve Roland 
Porter. Then councillor Dick Underhill read the ad
dress. Later the council were guests of the Reeve at a 
banquet served in the Queen's HoteL 

As well as farming John Hamilton also had a 
butcher shop. It was located on 1st Ave. East, at which 
time there was a cafe and laundry adjacent down the 
street. At present there are no buildings on the site. 

Upon retiring from the farm to Rapid City, they 
lived in the Morritson house, SE corner of Rapid City, 
and they enjoyed retired life for a few years. Mrs. 
Hamilton passed on in Brandon Hospital on Sept. 23, 
1945 at the age of seventy-four. John Hamilton then 
moved to Vancouver to live with his son Dave until his 
death on April 23, 1954. 

David worked in Winnipeg for years as a butcher in 
Eaton's meat Dept. He married Jean Beaver. Later 
they were divorced and he remarried. She still lives in 
Vancouver. They had one son, John Robert, who was 
born Aug. 18, 1934 and lives in Onto 
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Bill farmed at home and later homesteaded in the 
Scandinavia district for three winters clearing wood 
off his land. He took his wood and logs to Minnedosa to 
sell. He grew tired of this and went to the U.S.A. to 
visit an aunt and remained there. He is married and 
lives in Eureka, California. They have two children, a 
boy Dick who is married and lives in Hawaii, and a 
daughter, Carole Anne. 

Fred Bretherton, now living at Riverdale, Man., 
lived with the Hamilton family for years. 

BEN HAMNETT HISTORY 
Ben Hamnett came to Canada in 1887 and worked in 

the printing office with Henry Clay at Rapid City. He 
did carpenter work with Madden and Shannon and 
worked for a while with Charlie Howard in the district. 
He married Florence Skelcher and they raised a fami
ly of six sons and four daughters on a section south of 
town. Ernest, Newton, William, Edith, Elsie and Lin
da are all deceased. Alice, Roland, Harold and Gordon 
remain. 

ERNEST HAM NETT HISTORY 
Ernest Hamnett was raised on the farm and took 

his schooling at Wallace School. He served in the 1st 
Worl~ War a~d was decorated by the King. In 1925 he 
mamed ElSIe Baker of Brighton, England. They 
farmed a 1/4 section south of town and had a son and 
daughter, Reginald and Joan. Reg married Ada 
Bowers of Wawanesa and they have a family of four 
Beverly, Jim, Karen and Kenneth and tw~ 
gr~ndch.il?~en. Joan passed away at the age of two 
whIle vIsItmg her grandmother in England in 1931. 
Ernest was active in the district and was a Wallace 
School Trustee. They sold their farm to Ollie McLean 
in 1966 and retired to their new home in Rapid City. 
Ernest passed away and is laid to rest in the local 
cemetery. Mrs. Hamnett lives by herself and enjoys 
her garden and family. 

HAMPTON FAMILIES-Contributed by Mr. and Mrs. 
Tom Hampton (grandson of Samuel and Sarah Hamp
ton) Dunnville, Ontario 
THE WM. JOHN HAMPTON FAMILY 

William John Hampton was born in WeIland On
t~rio July 14, 1867. He came to Rapid City district' with 
hIS parents, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Hampton a sister 
Elizabeth and two brothers, Samuel and Ja~es. 

He married Maggie McLaughlin of Moline district 
and they farmed in the Rapid City area. Here their 
children were born - Aleta, who lives in California; 
Vera married a Mr. Brown in Manitoba and now 
r~sides in Ontario; Della married Roy Craig in Win
mpeg and now resides in the U.S.A.; Carey is 
deceased; Hugh resides in Saskatchewan, William 
resides in Winnipeg. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hampton moved to Winnipeg where 
they passed away. 

THE SAMUEL HAMPTON FAMILY 
Samuel Hampton, born in Scotland, March 22, 1828. 

His wife, Sarah Mary Hampton (nee Lay), was born in 
Scotland, June 8, 1831. 



Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Hampton of WeIland, Ontario 
and four of their children Elizabeth, Samuel, James 
and William came to Manitoba about 1874. They loaded 
two boxcars at Welland with their belongings, their 
children and horses. They travelled by rail through the 
U.S.A. (no railway yet through Canada to the west) to 
Fort Garry (now Winnipeg). Here Samuel left the 
family and travelled on horseback across the prairies 
looking for a place to homestead. He staked out a 
quarter section just outside Rapid City. Returning to 
Fort Garry he purchased two Red River carts to take 
family and belongings to this location. Their first 
home was of sod, later a frame house was built. Their 
children are - George, born in Welland on November 
1, 1852, died September 9, 1854 in Welland, Ontario. 
Elizabeth was born in Welland on October 15, 1854 and 
she married George Hindson of Rapid City. Samuel 
Frederick was born in WeIland on August, 1857 and 
died in Saskatchewan on March 15, 1934. He is buried 
at Rapid City. He married a woman named MC!ggie. 
Their daughter Marion married Gerald Dickson. They 
have two sons Roland and Paul. Isabella Adams 
Hampton - R.N. was born in WeIland on August 28, 
1859 and died in Clevelqnd, Ohio, on April 15, 1910. She 
married Dr. Hunter Robb in England and they resided 
in the U.S.A. Their children are Philip Robb and 
Hampton Robb. Sarah Margaret was born in WeIland 
on August 26, 1862 and died in WeIland on August 9, 
1878. James Henry was born in WeIland on September 
29, 1864. He married Harriet Cooper in Brandon in 
1892. Caroline was born in WeIland, Ontario on October 
10, 1866 and died at Pt. Colborne. She married Oscar 
Schalfield. They have three children, Mac., Jack, Iris. 
William John was born in Welland on July 14, 1867 and 
died in Manitoba. He married Maggie McLaughlin of 
the Moline district. 

Mrs. Sarah Hampton passed away at Rapid City on 
August 7, 1901 and Mr. Samuel Hampton passed away 
at Rapid City on January 21, 1911. 

JAMES H. HAMPTON FAMILY 
James Henry Hampton, born September 25, 1864 

came to the Rapid City district with his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Samuel Hampton of WeIland, Ontario in 1874. 

James married Harriet Cooper on December 7, 
1892 at the Presbyterian Manse in Brandon. Jim's 
brother, Will, and Miss Laura Baynes were witnesses. 
Hattie had come from Basanquette Township, Lamb
ton County, Ontario with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Edward Cooper in 1892, residing in the 
McBride district. They first met when Jim was 
threshing at Jack Nichols of the Cadurcis district and 
Hattie was helping Mrs. Nichol feed the men. 

The Jim Hampton's purchased NW 2-14-20 and 
named it Green Vale Farm. Their eight children were 
born here. The family moved to Fenwick, Ontario, 
1908. Mr. James Hampton passed away August 24,1930 
and his wife Harriet passed away March 10,1948, both 
at Smithville, Ontario. Their children - George 
Cooper Hampton was born February 27, 1894 and 
passed away December 24, 1975. Mary Elizabeth was 
born July 31, 1895. Frederick James was born July 7, 
1897 and passed away on October 27, 1960. Annie Elva 
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was born September 20, 1899 and passed away July 4, 
1913. Daniel Edward was born December 7,1901 and 
passed away January 24, 1905. Thomas Henry was born 
February 28, 1904. Harriet May was born on May 23, 
1906. Myrtle Edna was born on April 24, 1908. 

LIFE STORY OF GEORGE GORDON HARRIS AND 
WIFE AGNES-written by G.G.H. 

George G. Harris was born in Teeswater, Bruce 
County, Ontario, in August, 1883. He received his 
education in a number of towns in Ontario, since his 
father, Rev. Alex G. Harris, was a Methodist minister, 
who moved every two or three years. Both George's 
parents hailed from Ingersoll, Ontario where his 
grandparents had moved from New York State in the 
early eighteen hundreds. 

Having obtained his high school graduation in Lon
don, Ontario (1900), George attended Toronto Univer
sity, Victoria College, for two years, then went to 
Regina, Saskatchewan in September, 1902, for Normal 
School training. He began his teaching in a rural 
school, north of Grenfell, N.W.T. Here he met his wife 
to be, Agnes McLeod, one of the five daughters of a 
pioneer settler, in the Qu' Appelle Valley, Norman 
McLeod, and his wife, Rebecca. 

They were married in September, 1909 after both 
had prepared in Winnipeg Colleges for the work of 
teaching in Mission Schools in West China. After ex
periencing the Republican Revolution of 1911-12, which 
forced foreigners to flee from the interior to Shanghai, 
the Harris couple returned with their maJ.1Y 
colleagues, and a baby daughter, Evelyn, to Chung
king, Sze-Chuan. Here they settled down to a term of 
four years work in the Chiu-Djin (Seeking the Heights) 
High School, operated by American and Canadian 
Methodists. George taught English, General History, 
and Religious education all our graduates became 
professing Christians, and Agnes taught both in
strumental (organ) and vocal music to eager learners. 

In 1916, the Harris's, with their three children born 
in China, Evelyn, Gordon and Alan, returned to 
Canada, where they decided to remain. A third son, 
Roderick, was born in Winnipeg. George continued 
with his teaching career, in rural schools in 
Saskatchewan for a while, then in 1920 in the Moose 
Jaw City high schools. Having been ordained in the 
ministry of the Methodist Church in China in 1914, he 
frequently preached in local churches, on invitation. 

After over twenty years in Moose Jaw, latterly as 
Guidance Counsellor and three years as School Inspec
tor, George retired in 1946, and returned to the 
ministry of the United Church. From Rouleau, 
Saskatchewan where he served for one year, the 
Harris's moved to Rapid City, on the invitation of the 
Church Board. 

His appointments, beside Rapid City, were Hunter
ville and Wallace, and in 1948, Justice and Moore Park. 
The only daughter, Evelyn, had married Angus 
MacLeod, of Yorkton, Saskatchewan, and moved, in 
1941, to Rapid City (The MacLeod history is 
recorded elsewhere in this volume). 

Mrs. Harris was always very active in Church and 
Community affairs, and during war years, when the 



three Harris boys all served in the RCAF, she worked 
hard in the preparation and shipment of parcels for the 
men overseas. 

Son, Alan, won the DFC, for a very hazardous flight 
in 1944 back to Britain after a bombing raid, in which 
his plane was badly damaged. 

In the fall of 1948, George was offered the position 
of Dean of Men, in the Naramata Christian Leadership 
Training School, in B.C., founded recently by the Rev. 
R. McLaren. 

So he and Mrs. Harris worked in Naramata, and in 
Peachland - Westbank pastoral charges for the next 
six years, retiring in 1954. After two years in their 
Okanagan lakeshore bungalow, in Naramata, they 
moved back to Rapid City, so that Mrs. Harris, in 
declining health, would have the help of her daughter, 
Evelyn and husband Angus. 

For the next eight years they enjoyed their retire
ment, beautifying their well-treed property at 680 
Fourth Avenue, and gardening with success. Mr. 
Harris served as Mayor of the town for two years, 1958 
and 1959, during which term he had the honor of being 
among the Municipal officials, who, during the 
summer of '59, greeted our soverign, Queen Elizabeth, 
and her consort, Prince Philip, in the reception held in 
Brandon. Mrs. Harris passed away in May, 1964, and 
her funeral was conducted by Rev. Brown and Rev. 
Parker. 

Mr. Harris continued with his church and Sunday 
school activities, for some years, and occasionally 
gave talks to the senior pupils of the public school, on 
China, as he had seen it during the years of the first 
Revolution. Great changes have taken place since then 
for the 800 millions of Chinese under the leadership of 
Mao-Tse-Tung, and Chou-En-Lai, both able leaders of 
the Common people. 

On the occasion of his ninetieth birthday, in 1973, 
Mr. Harris was honored in a special service in the 
United Church, conducted by Rev. Douglas Graves, of 
Minnedosa. In the social hour following, he was 
presented with a fine wall barometer. 

Having disposed of his property in Rapid City, in 
1974, he moved to a comfortable suite in the Legion 
Community Gardens, where he now resides. 

Gordon, eldest son, is professor of Chemistry, in 
New York University, in Buffalo, and his wife, Justyn, 
teaches English in the Erie Community College there. 

Alan, second son, after retirement from the RCAF, 
settled in Kaleden, B.C. where his widow, Dorothy, 
survives him. He died, in 1973. 

Roderick worked for many years as a food chemist 
in Idaho Falls, where he still resides, while his wife 
Shelagh, serves there as a school nurse. 

Mr. Harris has fourteen grandchildren, and six 
great-grandchildren. 

THE HENRY WARD HARVEY FAMILY 
Henry Ward Harvey, 1866-1947, was born in 

Waterloo, Quebec, the son of a miller and farmer. At 
seventeen he began his apprenticeship as a miller, 
then went to Guelph, Ontario, to operate a roller mill. 
He was called home because of his father's illness and 
ran the family farm, putting in the first telephone and 
cream separator. He shipped butter to Montreal, grew 
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W. S. Alford and Granddaughter Allison Harvey. 

mushrooms, and made prize maple syrup. In 1893, he 
married Annie Oates Johnston. Their two sons, Omar 
Warren and William Henry, were both born on the 
Harvey farm. As his wife's health failed, they left the 
farm and moved to Kingsbury, Quebec, where he had 
charge of a gristmill. His wife died February 8, 1897, 
and his widowed mother kept house for him and the 
boys. 

He came west in 1900 working at carpentry jobs. He 
helped build the cattle and horse barns at Brandon 
Fair Grounds and repaired grain elevator engines for 
Parish and Lindsay Grain Merchants. Later, he was a 
grain buyer for Western Canada Flour Mills, which 
later became Purity Flour Mills at Antler, Sask. He 
also operated an implement, lumber and fuel business, 
had John Deere and McCormick Implements agencies, 
and in 1908 he went to Gilbert Plains, Man., where he 
owned and operated a flour mill. 

In 1908 he married Jennette Alford at Waterloo, 
Quebec. She was the daughter of W. S. Alford, a painter 
and decorator, who made his home in Rapid City for 
many years. He is buried in the Harvey plot in Rapid 
City cemetery. 

In January, 1910, the mill burned, and in March of 
that year he bought an interest in the Lindsay Milling 
Co. of Rapid City, a 125 bbl. capacity milL He became 



Manager, and while the mill prospered, Rapid City 
flour was shipped to Scotland, Ontario and Quebec. In 
1914, the family moved to the farm at Hunterville, four 
miles east of town. The Hunterville Church is on the 
corner of that land. 

While in Rapid City, Henry was active in the local 
Board of Trade, which was instrumental in getting a 
regular train service on the newly built C.N.R. line, 
and in a drive for settlers for the district. While at 
Hunterville he was a trustee of the Tremaine School 
Board at the time the school was built in 1915. He was 
also active in the Church and the Debating Society and 
continued an interest in co-operative movements. 

In 1926, after eleven years on the farm, the family 
moved to the Turiff house in Rapid City where they 
lived unti11940. For the first while, Mr. Harvey looked 
after apiaries for several beekeepers, including J. 
D. McGregor and Curries of Brandon. He continued 
caring for apiaries for various people in western Mani
toba and usually had one of his own. He began as a 
salesman for Patmore's Nursery of Brandon and 
travelled throughout Manitoba and the prairies for the 
next eighteen or nineteen years. He judged vegetables 
and flowers at country fairs, maintained a large 
vegetable garden and started a fruit orchard. In 1940, 
the family moved to the Royal Bank house where they 
lived for seven years. 

In November 1946, Henry left by bus to visit his 
twin sisters in California, stopping to visit his son and 
daughter, Winston and Vera in B.C. He died at his 
sister's home in Los Angeles, California, February 26, 
1947. The funeral was held in the Rapid City Baptist 
Church, of which he had been a deacon, and he was 
buried beside his son Omar in Rapid City cemetery, 
March 6, 1947. 

Mrs. Harvey lived for a time with the Frasers at 
Fairfax, Man., and in 1948 went to Winnipeg Beach to 
make her home with the Biccums. In 1953 she moved 
to Barrie, Ontario, and later to OriIlia and for 11 years 
made her home in ottawa at Laurier Manor. In July 
1976, she moved to Victoria, B.C. where she celebrated 
her 90th birthday. Mrs. Harvey passed away August 
14, 1976. Interment was in Royal Oak Cemetery. Vic
toria, B.C. 

Before her marriage, she trained as a dressmaker 
and also taught school in Quebec. She raised a family 
of ten children, was active in the Tremaine Women's 
Institute and church work. She read widely and the 
children always had a private tutor and a good friend 
to help them along. 

The two sons of the first family, William and Omar, 
were both diploma graduates of the Manitoba 
Agricultural College and farmed with their father. 

Omar died November 5, 1919 and was buried Nov. 9 
at Rapid City Cemetery. 

Will was in the Royal Flying Corps and Royal Air 
Force during World War I. He served a couple of 
terms as secretary of the Grain Growers at Tremaine, 
following Clive Northcott, who was a great help to 
him. Will also took an important part in the Tremaine 
Debating Club. In April, 1924, he left the farm and 
began to work for Western Grocers in Brandon. He 
was transferred to The Pas in 1926 and commenced 
business for himself there in 1939. Will Harvey 
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married Olive Murray of Neepawa, Sept. 17, 1930. Will 
and Olive are both active in Church and Community 
activities in The Pas. They had one son, William 
Murray, a graduate from the University of Manitoba. 
From 1970-1975, Murray was with the Canada Post Of
fice in Toronto. In October, 1975, Murray accepted a 
position with the Alberta Government in Edmonton, as 
Director of Personnel for the Department of Govern
ment Services. Murray married Karen Anne Doern in 
1963 and they have two children; Heather Z-Anne, 1967 
and Murray Blair, 1971. 

Gordon Ward Harvey, 1909-1973, was born at 
Gilbert Plains, Man., and attended school at Tremaine 
and Rapid City. He worked on various farms in the dis
trict, chiefly the H. G. Cundy farm. He joined the 
United Church and 'was active in young people's 
groups. He worked in various mines and bush camps in 
Northern Manitoba and Western Ontario, finally going 
to Montreal to work in a munitions plant. He made his 
home in Verdun where he was a life elder in Chalmers 
United Church, was active in community affairs and 
made a host of friends. In 1950, he married Agnes 
Kettles Smith (Nancy) of Scotland and Verdun, a 
professional dressmaker who continues to work in an 
exclusive shop in Montreal. Gordon died May 25, 1973 
and was interred at Mount Royal Cemetery. They had 
two children; Heather Winnifred, born 1952 and 
Kathryn Nancy, born 1956. Heather received her 
teaching degree in 1974 from McGill University. She 
married James Desson in 1975 and they both teach in 
Montreal. Kathy attended McDonald College and is 
presently studying at Sir George Williams University. 

Winnifred Isabella Harvey, 1911, was born at Rapid 
City and attended school at Tremaine and Rapid City 
where she won the Isbister Scholarship in Grade 11. 
She attended Brandon Normal School and taught at 
Crystal City and Dropmore schools before entering 
Brandon College. She graduated with a B.A. in 1935, 
after winning several medals and scholarships. After 
graduating, she taught school at Dugald and English at 
Dominion Business College in Winnipeg before joining 
the Civil Service in Ottawa in 1938. In later years as a 
statistician, she travelled widely in Canada; and 
throughout the world, in her work in the Bahai Faith. 
In 1970, she took an early retirement from the Civil 
Service and went to Haifa, Israel, where she continues 
as a Librarian at the Bahai World Centre. 

Winston Alford Harvey, 1913, was born at Rapid 
City and attended Tremaine and Rapid City schools. 
He joined the Baptist Church. He was keenly in
terested in electricity and mechanics, worked on 
various farms and finally went to Maryfield, Sask., to 
assist his uncle, Orrin Harvey, on his farm and also to 
operate the Antler Telephone System. In 1936, he 
married Laura Toms, a teacher from Redvers, Sask. 
They returned to Rapid City for a few months before 
going to Sachigo River, Ontario, where he worked as 
an electrician in the gold mine. In 1940, they went to 
Honeymoon Bay, B.C. where he is an electrical 
superintendent of the sawmill. They have one son, 
Winston Keith, born in Rapid City in 1937. He is 
presently a personnel officer in a steel firm in Van
couver. In 1957, Keith married Dianne Vidal and they 
have two children; Terry Dawn, born in 1965 and 



Winston and Laura Harvey. 

Winston Gregory, 1967, the last male member of this 
branch of the Harvey family. 

Margaret Wilimine Harvey, 1914, was born at 
Tremaine and attended school there and at Rapid City. 
She worked with her father in the apiaries, at the 
Peter Kahler home at Moline, and graduated in nurs
ing from Brandon Mental Hospital, and later as a 
laboratory technician. She worked at the Brandon 
Mental Hospital as a technician and at St. Joseph's 
Hospital, Winnipeg, before her marriage to Reginald 
Fraser at Rapid City in 1946. They farm at Fairfax, 
Man., where they are active in community and church 
affairs. They have five children; Isabel Margaret was 
born at Souris, Man., in 1946. Isabel attended school at 
Fairfax, Elgin, Brandon College, The Baptist 
Leadership Training School fn Calgary, Alberta and 
the Manitoba Institute of Technology, Winnipeg, 
graduating as a laboratory and x-ray technician in 
1969. She has worked in several hospitals in Manitoba, 
most recently in Swan Lake. Isabel married William 
Louis Acheson in 1973. They farm at Somerset, Man., 
and have 2 children; Robert John, born 1975 and 
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Teresa Dawn in 1976. Ernest Ward Thomas, 1948, was 
born at Brandon and attended school at Fairfax, Elgin 
and Winnipeg, graduating as an operating engineer 
from Manitoba Institute of Technology. He is present
ly employed in Winnipeg at Shell Canada Oil Refinery. 
In 1968, he married Donna Elizabeth Farthing, a 
secretary in Winnipeg. They have two daughters; 
Karen Elizabeth, 1972, and Carla Jennette, 1974. 
Delwyn William was born in 1950 at Brandon, and 
attended school at Fairfax, Elgin and Assiniboine 
Community College. He farms at Fairfax, where he is 
active in 4-H work and community affairs. Alison 
Elizabeth Mary was born in Brandon in 1953 and 
attended school at Fairfax, Elgin, Hartney and the 
University of Manitoba, graduating with her Bachelor 
of Home Economics in 1975. She graduated from the 
University of British Columbia with her Diploma in 
Education of Young Children, in May 1976, and with a 
B.C. permanent teaching certificate in Sept. 1976. She 
now teaches Kindergarten in the Vancouver area. 
Marjorie Anne was born at Brandon in 1954, and she 
attended Fairfax, Elgin and Hartney schools, Brandon 
University (School of Music), the Baptist Leadership 
Training School in Calgary, Alberta, and Assiniboine 
Community College at Brandon, graduating in 1977 as 
a bookkeeper. 

Marion Janette Harvey, 1917, born at Tremaine and 
attended schools there and at Rapid City, then took a 
secretarial course in Winnipeg. She worked, after 
leaving school, at the creamery in Rapid City. She is a 
member of the Baptist Church. In 1947, she married 
Morley Biccum of Cardale. They lived at Winnipeg 
Beach, where he was a carpenter and she worked in 
various business places. In 1953, they went to 
Atikokan, Ontario, where Morley worked at Steep 
Rock Iron Mines, advancing to Surface Maintenance 
Foreman. Marion worked for Hydro as Chief Clerk for 
Ontario Hydro and later as Senior Clerk for Atikokan 
Hydro. In 1968, they went to Lanigan, Sask., where 
Morley worked in Alwinsal Potash Mine Maintenance, 
and Marion for the Town Office, eventually becoming 
Town Administrator. In 1970, they went to Houston, 
B.C. where Morley worked at Bulkley Valley Forest 
Products maintenance and Marion at the first Hydro 
office in Houston. In 1972, they moved to Kamloops, 
B.C. where Morley works for the city in parks and 
recreation maintenance and Marion continues with 
B.C. Hydro. In their various homes they have been ac
tive in community work through the church and Young 
People's organizations. They have one daughter, 
Marion Jean, born in Winnipeg in 1951. She attended 
school at Atikokan and Lanigan, taking private in
struction in voice and winning the Royal Conservatory 
of Music Silver Medal for her class in Saskatchewan, 
in 1970. She attended University in Saskatoon, also in 
Vancouver, in the College of Music. After obtaining a 
diploma in fine arts at Cariboo College, Kamloops, she 
continues in Fine Arts Course at Calgary School of 
Fine Arts. 

Angus Beverly Harvey, 1919-1944, was born at 
Tremaine and attended school in Rapid City. He 
worked for Samples Transfer, Harry Walker, fur 
buyer, and on various farms. He took basic army train
ing in Brandon, joined the Air Force in Nov., 1940 and 



Angus and Garth Harvey. 

trained at Edmonton, Claresholm, Saskatoon and 
MacDonald, where he graduated as an airgunner in 
1941. After a short instruction course at Mountainview, 
Quebec, he returned to MacDonald where he remained 
as an instructor until he went overseas in December, 
1943. He was declared missing in action September 23, 
1944. After the low countries were liberated, it was 
learned that their Lancaster was attacked by an 
enemy fighter after leaving the target and that the 
plane caught fire. Three crew men escaped successful
ly and four, including Angus, lost their lives. They 
were buried by the Germans in the Parish Cemetery. 
Dalfsen, Holland, and a marker was erected, with the 
plot being cared for by a Dutch family. 

Thomas Garth Harvey was born at Tremaine, 1921, 
went to Rapid City school, worked on various farms 
and for Samples Transfer before joining the Royal 
Canadian Air Force ground crew in 1940, going 
overseas in 1944. When he returned in 1946, he attended 
the University of Manitoba for one year before going 
to Ottawa to work in the Civil Service; this he left for a 
year, when he and brother Gordon, joined an explora
tion party to Northern Quebec and Labrador. He 
returned to the Civil Service where he was Editor in 
the Forestry Section until his retirement in 1976. In 
1952, he married Gladys Young, a professional 
physicist in the Civil Service. They lived in Ottawa un
til 1976, when they retired to Shawnnigan Lake, B.C. 
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Francis Willard Harvey, 1922-1975, was born at 
Tremaine and went to school briefly at Rapid City. He 
lived with his mother at Winnipeg Beach and Barrie. 
He died at Woodstock, Ontario, and is buried in the 
Barrie Cemetery. 

Alison Cynthia Harvey was born in 1924 at 
Tremaine and was educated at Rapid City. After com
pleting Grade 11 she went to Ottawa to take a business 
course and then joined the Canadian Women's Army 
Corps, serving in eastern Canada. In 1944, she married 
John Ransom of Winnipeg, who was serving in the 
Royal Canadian Navy. After their discharge in 1945, 
they made their home in Winnipeg for a time, where 
Alison attended the University of Manitoba. They 
spent several years at Newmarket and Barrie, On
tario, where they both worked in the Co-operative 
movement. Alison gave up her insurance agency and 
qualified as a teacher, teaching at Barrie, OriIlia and 
Guelph, while John worked for the Ontario Hospital 
Services Commission. Their two chosen children, John 
Bruce, born 1953, and Janet in 1955. They attended 
school in Barrie and Guelph. In 1972, Alison undertook 
a 3 year teaching stint in Lusaka, Zambia, Africa, and 
had Janet with her for the first year, when they were 
able to do a good deal of sightseeing. Janet is now 
married and has a son. Alison finally returned in 1977 
to work in Canada. 

Vera Catherine Harvey was born at Rapid City in 
1927 and completed high school there before going to 
Ottawa to take a business course. She joined the Cana
dian Women's Army Corps and served in eastern 
Canada until her discharge in 1945, when she went to 
British Columbia. There she worked at various 
positions in Vancouver and up the coast. In 1948, she 
married Edward McAllister on the Anglican Mission 
Boat; then lived for several years in various forest in
dustry communities, including Kitimat and Prince 
George, before returning to Vancouver to take over 
the family Beauty and Barbershop Supply business. 
Vera qualified as a pilot for both fixed wing, float and 
helicopter and flew in various meets from the Arctic 
to the central and western United States. In 1972, they 
retired from the business. Ed continued in Vancouver 
while Vera flew charters out of Lloydminster, Sask., 
until early 1973 when she went to Prince Albert as a 
flying instructor. She is presently flying out of 
Saanich, B.C. They have a family of four children. 
Catherine May, 1949, was educated in Vancouver and 
worked in the family business there and in Victoria. 
After a year in Toronto, she and salesman husband, 
Gordon Halley, returned to Vancouver. They have two 
daughters;Jenny, 1971 and Nora, 1973. Allen James, 
1950, was educated in Vancouver and Denmark where 
he qualified as an athletic instructor. In 1972, he 
married Linda May Viner and they make their home in 
Vancouver. He is now with the Vancouver City Police. 
Brenda Ann, 1951, was educated in Vancouver, where 
she was employed as a key punch operator. In 1971, she 
married Phillip Marfleet, a service station operator in 
Vancouver. They have two sons, William 1975, and 
Steven Lyle, 1977. Beverley Margaret, 1953, educated 
in Vancouver and graduated as a secretary. She 
worked with unfortunate young people in Vancouver 
and worked for the city of Kamloops for two years and 



has returned to Vancouver where she is presently do
ing office work there. 

GEORGE MASLEN 
George Maslen came to Canada from Worcester, 

England in 1893 and to Rapid City in 1896. He farmed 
until about 1900 on the farm where the cemetery is now 
situated. He returned to the tinsmithing trade in 1900 
in partnership with Jim Adkin until he joined with the 
Butchart brothers to make the firm of Butchart 
Brothers and Haslen. In 1923 he branched out for 
himself in the Tom Cottingham harness shop and 
remained there until his death in June of 1935. The 
business was carried on by his son Stanley until now. 

In 1905 on April 26 he married Harriette Priestley 
and lived in the house that was situated about where J. 
Antoniw now lives. Their children were Charles 
(deceased), Arthur (deceased), Norman (Rapid City), 
Stanley (Rapid City), Mary (Mrs. McBurney 
Rivers), Howard (deceased), Ralph (Brandon) and 
Ethel (Minnedosa). 

Harriette Haslen, after a full life and long illness, 
passed on in 1959. 

ARTHUR MASLEN 
George Arthur Haslen was born January 9, 1908, 

second son of Harriette and George Haslen. He left 
home to roam at the age of fourteen years and lived ten 
years in the Yukon where he was married and his wife 
died there. He came back to Rapid City in 1936 and 
joined the artillery in 1940. He and Anne Fingler, of 
Winnipeg, were married in 1940. They moved to 
Hamilton in 1941 and George was honourably dis
charged from the Army in 1942. George was employed 
by the Stelco Steel Company of Canada for twenty-five 
years, until his retirement in 1967. He was a valued 
employee and was presented with a wrist watch when 
he retired. 

George and Anne have one daughter, Carol Anne. 
She is a graduate nurse and is married to Rodger 
Wilcox of Hamilton, Ontario. They have a daughter, 
Tamara Anne. 

George passed away in December 1977. Anne still 
resides at Hamilton. 

NORMAN MASLEN 
Norman is the third oldest son of the late Mr. and 

Mrs. George Haslen of Rapid City and was born on 
Sept. 29, 1909. 

He attended school in Rapid City and after that 
went to work for Government Gravel Testing. 

On May 14, 1936 he married Olive Peters of Zion 
District and lived in Rapid City. They have two 
children DeIce and Howard. 

Norman worked for Canada Packers Creamery for 
twelve years and then went farming four miles west of 
town until he retired. 

DeIce went to Brandon Normal School and taught 
school at Hagard and Rapid City. She married Gerald 
Shanks of Pettapiece on July 25, 1959 and they live six 
miles west of town. They have two girls, Tracy and 
Jacalyn. 

Howard worked at Mrs. Samples Store and 
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Safeways in Brandon. He took a Cooks course in 1963 at 
Winnipeg and has worked in Winnipeg, Calgary and 
now is at Portage La Prairie. His travels, which he has 
enjoyed immensely, have taken him to the British 
Isles, part of Europe, South Africa and United States. 

R. L. HASLEN 
Ralph Leonard Haslen was born in Rapid City May 

28, 1917, the youngest son of George and Harriett 
Haslen. He attended the Rapid City school and was a 
member of St. Thomas Anglican Church. 

His summers were spent helping out on farms and 
after finishing his education, worked at Riding Moun
tain National Park for several winters. Dr.!. K. Gilhu
ly hired him as his chauffeur in 1939 and he lived with 
the Doctor and did all of his driving. He assisted C. 
Soldan in building a snowmobile for the Doctor, so the 
travel over snowbanks was made much easier. This 
machine became known as "the stork". 

He enlisted in 1940 and saw action in Sicily, Italy, 
Belgium, Holland and Germany. He received a cita
tion from Field Marshal Montgomery for outstanding 
service and devotion to duty. 

Following his discharge in 1945, he worked for a 
year in Winnipeg. Then he started training as a 
stationary engineer, getting his apprenticeship with 
Manitoba Co-op Dairies in Brandon. He remained with 
the company for four years. In 1950 he started working 
at the Wheat City Arena as icemaker and engineer, 
and remained there for fifteen years. Since 1963, he 
has been employed as an engineer at ShUo, Manitoba. 

In 1947, he married Jean Brownridge, a registered 
nurse. They raised two sons and two daughters, and 
have continued living in Brandon. 

Rae Lynne who married Daniel Corcoran, they 
have two daughters, Vanessa Lynne and Fiona Rae. 

James Morley: working as a heavy duty mechanic 
with the Dept. of Highways. 

Ian Keith: presently working as a drummer with a 
Rock Roll band out of Winnipeg. 

Doris Ruth: who is a student nurse at Brandon 
General Hospital. 

HAZELWOOD FAMILY MOLINE - submitted by 
Bella Hazelwood 

Bill Hazelwood's parents came from England and 
farmed in the Carman, Man. district where Bill was 
born in 1897. There were four girls and two boys: 
Eleanor, May, Ida, Lillian, Jack and Bill. Lillian 
passed away in 1973. Bill's parents moved to Moline 
and lived on the farm which is presently owned by Ray 
McLaughlin. Bill and I used to play together as kids, 
when our parents visited each other. Bill's parents 
moved to the Tremaine district where they farmed for 
a few years. Later his dad quit farming and went 
carpenter working for Mr. Nevens and lived in Rapid 
City. Mr. Hazelwood passed away in 1926 at the age of 
sixty years and Mrs. Hazelwood passed away in 1954 at 
eighty years of age. 

Bill worked for my dad, Joseph Trott, for Uncle Bill 
Trott and Henry Rourke, before joining the army in 
1917. We were married before Bill went overseas. He 
was in action in France when the war ended November 



11th, 1918 and returned home June 22,1919. We bought 
my father's farm in the Moline district and farmed 
there until 1960. At this time Roy Greer bought our 
farm and we sold our equipment and moved to Van
couver, B.C., where our family were living. 

We had a family of two: a son Douglas and a 
daughter, who passed away as a baby of two and a half 
months. Douglas married Wilma McCoy and they have 
a family of four namely: Ivan, Garry, Shirley 
and Andrew. They also farmed at Moline until 1953 
when they moved to Vancouver, B.C. to live. 

Ivan, Garry and Shirley all live in British Columbia 
and Andrew lives in Brandon. The three boys are all 
married and we have five great-grandchildren. Ivan 
has three boys and Garry has a boy and a girl, so the 
Hazelwood name will live on for a good while. 

Our hearts were saddened at Christmas time, 1974, 
when our dear son, Douglas, passed away. His wife, 
Wilma, still lives in Vancouver. We are all comfor
tably settled and the climate is never like the cold 
Manitoba we grew up in, but we still miss our dear 
friends and relatives we left behind. God bless them 
all. 

THE JACK HELGASON FAMILY 
Jack and Ivy Helgason and wee daughter Inez 

came to Rapid City in 1929 for the fall school term. 
Jack followed Mr. Pearce as school principal of the 
"little" and "big" schools. The "little" school was 
the remodeled brick house east of the "big" school. It 
closed in 1936 and the Primary students moved to the 
"big"school. The High School students moved into 
one room with one teacher. There were two other new 
teachers - Misses Taylor and Currie. They lived up
stairs in the H~gason residence at 6th Ave. and 3rd St. 
(the house presently owned by Don Merkley). 

Two sons, Barry and Dale were born to the 
Helgasons while they lived here. The family left Rapid 
City in 1937. Jack taught school for a number of years 
and later became Superintendent of Kirkfield Schools 
in Winnipeg, for ten years, until he retired in 1970. 
They celebrated their Fiftieth Wedding Anniversary in 
1975, and still reside in Winnipeg. 

Inez married Robert Richardson in 1953. They 
live in Edmonton, Alberta. 

Barry married Jan Larder and have two children. 
They live in Winnipeg, Man. 

Dale and his wife Netta live in Vancouver, B.C., 
and have a family of four. 

JAMES HENDERSON F AMIL Y 
James was born in Reston, May 25, 1930 to Jack and 

Agnes Henderson. He went to a country school called 
DUblin. He took his high schooling in Reston. 

He entered the grain business in 1950 and became 
an elevator manager in 1952 when he started buying 
for Lake of the Woods at Dalny. In 1959 Manitoba Pool 
bought the company and Jim was retained as 
manager. In the fall of 1959 he moved to Harmsworth, 
in the Virden area. 

Donna, his wife, was born in Antler, Sask. June 27, 
1942 to Donald and Vivian Duke of Redvers. She went 
to a country school called Annandale and finished high 
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school in Redvers. In 1960 she went to Teachers' 
College in Winnipeg. She was hired by the Fort La 
Bosse S.D. to teach in Elkhorn in 1961. 

Jim and Donna were married in Redvers, Sask. 
April 21, 1962. They lived in Elkhorn where Jim bought 
grain. Laurie was born May 20, 1963 and Lisa Oct. 30, 
1964. 

The family moved to Miniota in 1965. There, Vivian 
was born, Feb. 15, 1967 and David, April 26, 1971. They 
moved to Rapid City Nov. 23, 1973. Jim was a member 
of the local United Church board. Donna was member 
of the U.C.W., she represented Rapid City on Birtle 
Presbytery and was superintendent of the Sunday 
School. She was treasurer of the Figure Skating Club 
and a 4-H leader. She taught school in Rapid City from 
1975 until 1977. 

Laurie finished grade eight in Rapid City. She was 
very involved in the school sports program. She was a 
junior coach for the figure skating club. In 1977 she 
received the Kemp trophy for figure skating. 

Lisa finished grade seven here. She was 4-H 
member. Vivian completed grade four. She was a 
figure skating member as was David. He took 
kindergarten here. 

In August 1977 the family was transferred to 
Boissevain, Man. 

ALEX AND MARY HENRY 
My grandfather, Alex Henry, was born in Glasgow, 

Scotland on April 22, 1865. He came to Canada with his 
family as a child. They lived in Ontario for a while 
before moving to Manitoba. Alex married the former 
Mary Ann Bollman who was born in Deluth, Ont. in 
1871. They were married in the county of Minnedosa on 
Dec. 3, 1896. 

He took up a homestead 4 1f2 miles west of Rapid 
City, where they farmed until 1910, then because of 
bad years the farm was given up. He ran the livery 
stable at Rivers from 1910 to 1912 then they went farm
ing. They stayed in Manitoba until the spring of 1918 
when they decided to try going farther west. My grand
father had a great love for horses, he always had 
beautiful Percherons, of which he was very proud. 
When they arrived in Alberta the farm land was taken 
up so once again he opened a livery stable at Gleichen 
so he could keep his horses with him. They stayed in 
Gleichen for a couple of years then moved across the 
river to Arrowwood where he set up a livery stable and 
ran a dray service. This business was carried on until 
the time of his death in July of 1943. Mary Henry lived 
with her youngest daughter Delphine unti11954 when 
she too passed away. 

From this union there were five children, all born 
in Manitoba. They are as follows: Wilhelmina born 
1896, Sandy born 1903, Lorne born 1905; Grace born 
1906 and Delphine born 1912. 

Wilhelmina married Ray Harold and they both 
passed away in 1974. They had a family of seven: Ray
mond was killed in action in Holland in 1944; Edna 
married Frank Cawley of High River, Alberta; 
Chester died in 1953; Yvonne married Albert Hellwong 
of Carseland, Alberta; Vernon married Susan Plett, 
Virden, Manitoba, Susan passed away in 1975 and Ver
non lives at Appleton, Wisconsin; AnaLee married 



Chip Nunnemaker of Redway, California and Jean 
married George Fath, Vulcan, Alberta. 

Sandy married Marion Greaves of Majorville, 
Alberta. They raised three children: Lois married Ted 
Kiemlie, Rumsey, Alberta; Bruce married Carol 
Winch of Milo, Alberta and Gene married Maryln 
Gellantly of High River, Alberta. Sandy passed away 
in 1970. 

Grace married Paul Lavelle who passed away in 
1947. She is now married to Henry Voight and lives at 
Drumheller, Alberta. 

Lome married Ida Mae Williams, Arrowwood, 
Alberta and passed away in 1963. They had two 
daughters, Carol and Deborah. 

Delphine married Gene Munroe, Arrowwood, 
Alberta. Gene passed away in 1963 and Delphine still 
lives at Arrowwood. 

EDWIN HESLOP 
Mr. and Mrs. G. Edwin Heslop moved to the 

McBride district from Cardale in 1920. They lived on 
the farm Harry Northam lives on, until around 1942. 
They moved to near Brandon where they operated a 
chicken farm before retiring to British Columbia. 
They both passed away there. 

While living in the McBride area the school 
teachers often boarded with them and Mr. Heslop lit 
the fires on at the school during the winter. 

ARCHIE AND EDNA HICKLING 
Archie Hickling and Edna La Forrest were married 

in 1939. Archie took his elementary, secondary and 
Normal school at Brandon. In later years he received 
his Bachelor of Arts from Brandon University. Edna 
took her nurses training at the Brandon Mental 
Hospital. 

Archie Hickling Principal Rapid City School. 
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They came to Rapid City from Napinka in 1946. He 
had been school principal there for four years. During 
the ten years they were in Rapid City they contributed 
a great deal of their time and talents to the communi
ty. Archie was well liked by the students and the 
success they made of their ambitions speak well of his 
teaching. 

They raised a family of three, George, born in 
Brandon in 1941, David, born 1944 in :Welita and Diane, 
born 1945 in Melita. 

George married Patricia Tanguay of Souris in 1965. 
He is on the chemistry staff at the University of 
Manitoba, Winnipeg. They have two daughters, 
Carissa and Chandra. 

David has been teaching mathematics in Fort 
Francis High School since 1967. He married Mary 
Bussell of Beamville, Ont. in 1977. 

Diane received her R.N. at Children's Hospital, 
Winnipeg in 1966 and her Bachelor of Science in nur
sing at the University of Alberta in 1972. She married 
John Latter at Garneau U.C. at Edmonton in 1973. 
They moved to Hamilton in 1974 where John is taking a 
Residency out of McMaster. 

In the summer of 1956 Archie and Edna moved back 
to Brandon to continue teaching until ill health forced 
him to quit. He passed away in 1968. Edna still 
lives in Brandon. 

WILLIAM HINSBURG F AMIL Y - by Fred 
The Hinsburg family came to Rapid City from 

Broomhead, Saskatchewan on August 18, 1937 with a 
family of nine - five sons and four daughters. Three 
sons drove out with the horses - Bill was the oldest at 
twenty-two years and in charge, helped by Jack thir
teen and Fred ten driving with two wagons and racks 
with hay and grain for food and one buggy with 
camping supplies. The trip took seven and a half days. 
We had to buy some feed along the way. The horses 
stood up very well on the approximately two hundred 
mile drive. We did have some problems getting water 
for the horses, especially at farm yards with well 
painted windmills and ample water, but we soon found 
out not to go to those yards. Older farm yards not 
painted up would water your horses and also feed us. 

A car load of cattle was shipped out by train. Chris 
came with them in order to look after them. 

Arriving by car were William Dinsburg, his wife 
Sophie, their daughters Emilie (Buelah) now Mrs. Bill 
Rourke in Brandon; Mary, Mrs. James Purvis, Toron
to; Elsie, Mrs. Cy Reynolds, Toronto; and son Ed, who 
was five years old at the time. He later married 
Margaret Parkinson and they now have four children 
and farm in this district. A daughter, Anna, went to 
Birnie district in 1935 and also married. Bill married 
Hilda Jackson; Jack married :Wary Munn (nee 
Gardner) and Chris married in Toronto. 

William Hinsburg passed away in January 1955, his 
wife Sophia is still living on the home farm with son 
Fred. All three parties arrived the same day in Rapid 
City. That night was spent with the Walter Rodgers 
family, southwest of town and next day we left for the 
farm north of town. We had to live in a granary for 
three months until the house was vacated in 
November. We are still on the same farm. 



HINDSON FAMILY-Written by Beth Northam 
John George Hindson (known as J.G.) with his wife 

(nee) Elizabeth Hampton and two children came from 
Welland, Ontario in the spring of 1879. 

They came by boat to Winnipeg and from there by 
Red River Cart to the little settlement called Rapid Ci
ty, situated on the Little Saskatchewan River. 

Mr. Hindson, of English parentage, was a 
storekeeper by trade and after filing on a homestead 
claim NE 24-14-20, six miles north of Rapid City, and 
getting his family settled, he built a store on the north 
side of the river where the. other few buildings and 
tents were situated at that time. 

Mrs. Hindson and the children (two more were born 
to them) put in most of the homestead duties during 
the summer months while J.G. attended his general 
store. 

In the early 1900's he relocated on the south side of 
the river in the Urpeth Block where he continued as 
proprietor of the general store where groceries, dry 
goods, clothing, boots and shoes were sold or traded 
for butter and eggs in many instances, to the sur
rounding district farmers. He was an untiring worker 
in any organization that was formed for the better
ment of his town in those early years, holding offices 
in many of them. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hampton Hindson on 50th anniver
sary. 

He played an important part in the building of the 
Anglican Church, known then as the Church of 
England, built in 1880, which still stands today. Mr. 
Hindson retired from business in the late 1919's due to 
ill health and died in 1921. His wife passed away in 1932 
and they are buried in the Rapid City Cemetery. 

Francis Hindson, eldest daughter, born in WeIland, 
Ontario, married Herbert Wolfe. They answered the 
call of the west going to Alberta where they farmed 
successfully at Trochu, Three Hills and Olds respec
tively, retiring in Calgary. They were buried at Olds. 
They are survived by two children. Son, Murray, long 
time station agent at Hanna, Alberta is presently 
retired with his wife in Victoria, B.C. Daughter, Alice, 
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married Wm. Agar, was employed at the Bank of Mon
treal for many years, now retired in Calgary. 

Hampton Hindson the eldest son was born in 
Welland, Ontario in 1878 and travelled as a baby with 
his parents to Rapid City. 

Before there was a school he and his sister went to 
school in a teacher's home. She gave lessons to 
younger children in the morning and older children in 
the afternoon. His further education was at Public 
School, st. John's College, Winnipeg and Ontario 
Agricultural College at Guelf, Ontario. 

In his early years he worked in his father's store 
and in December, 1901 he married Mabel McNaught in 
the old Presbyterian Church. They took up residence 
on the Hindson homestead 24-14-20, presently owned 
by his grandson, Donald Northam - fourth generation. 

In later years he was interested in improving his 
herd of Shorthorn cattle, which he showed at local 
fairs. 

He took special interest in local organizations and 
was affiliated with Rapid City Agricultural Society, 
Moline C.O.O.P., Moline Elevator Association, United 
Farmers of Manitoba and the Anglican Church. 

In 1938 he and Mrs. Hindson moved to Glencoe, On
tario where he was engaged with his two sons in the 
Creamery business, retiring to Rapid City in 1947. He 
died in December, 1953. 

Mrs. Hindson continued to make her home with her 
daughter until her death in 1961 at the age. of eighty
three years. They are laid to rest at the Rapid City 
Cemetery. They had four children. 

McNaught (Mac) born in Rapid City in December, 
1902. He went to school in Rapid City and attended 
Manitoba Agricultural College in Winnipeg after which 
he farmed with his father. 

He married Edna Kroft of Moline in 1936 and they 
took up residence on the family homestead 24-14-20 
where they continued farming until moving to Glencoe 
in 1938 as a partner in the above mentioned creamery 
business. 

He died in 1950 and his wife in 1973. They are buried 
in the Glencoe Cemetery. They had one daughter, 
Francis Down of Appin, Ontario. 

Elizabeth (Beth) born in Rapid City, November, 
1904. Educated at Rapid City, after which she assisted 
at home on the farm until she married Thomas 
Northam of the McBride district where they farmed 
SE 30-14-19. 

Their early married years took in the "dirty thir
ties" when times were hard and unemployment a real 
problem. Young men on the move were frequent 
callers - looking for work or a meal, many of them 
poorly clothed. 

Mr. and Mrs. Northam retired to Rapid City in 1960. 
She is an active member in the community 
organizations both in the country and later in Rapid Ci
ty. She is a member of the Anglican Church. They 
had two children, daughter Grace - Mrs. Wesley 
Peters of Cardale - four children. Son, Donald married 
Margaret Greer living on the home farm 30-14-19. They 
have six children. 

Ross Hindson was born in Rapid City and took his 
schooling at Rapid City, McBride, and Moline schools. 

He assisted with the family farm operations until 



taking up cream grading at which he continued, finally 
moving to Glencoe, Ontario where he was in the 
creamery business with his father and brother. 
Presently living at Durham, Ontario. 

Doris was born at Rapid City and went to school at 
McBride and Moline. She married Blair Bent of the 
Moline district in 1937. They farmed in the Rapid City 
area until moving to Neepawa in 1945, where she still 
lives. There are two sons - Dennis, presently living in 
Calgary, married with four children. Marvin lives at 
Penticton, B.C., married with one son. 

George N. Hindson - second son of J.G. and 
Elizabeth. Born in Rapid City where he took his 
schooling and in his early years worked in his father's 
store. He married Laura McNaught in 1904. Their first 
home was an apartment in the new Vrpeth Block. He 
served overseas in the first World War as a Major in 
the 200th batallion. He and his wife moved to Calgary 
in 1922 as manager of the Pauline Biscuit Company 
and later owned and operated the Herald Smoke Shop. 
He retired in 1946 and later they celebrated their 
Golden Wedding in 1954. They are buried at OIds, 
Alberta. They had no family. 

Adda Alice second daughter of J.G. and Elizabeth. 
Born in Rapid City on December, 1884. She spent most 
of her life in Rapid City. Received her schooling at 
Rapid City Public School and the Academy - later 
concentrating on music. In this capacity she took an 
active part in the social events of that time. She was 
organist of St. Thomas Anglican Church for many 
years. She married Edgar S. Gardiner in 1915 who had 
started his own insurance agency. They had one son, 
Reginald, who looked after his father's business on his 
return from overseas duty in World War II due to his 
father's poor health. Mr. Gardiner passed away 
September, 1951. Mrs. Gardiner continued to reside in 
Rapid City until she accompanied her son and 
family to Montreal where she lived until her death in 
May, 1973 aged eighty-nine years. She and her husband 
are buried in Rapid City Cemetery. 

GEORGE HOEY 
George Hoey was born at Justice, Manitoba. In 1928 

he married Ethel, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. Cundy. 
They lived in Vancouver before returning to take up 
farming in the Mount Vernon District in 1939. They had 
one daughter June Campbell and grandson Joey of 
Brandon. 

Ethel took her education at Wallace School. She 
was active in St. Georges' W.A. and a member of the 
Eastern Star. 

George was a member of the Masonic Lodge. He 
met with an accident and as a result passed away in 
1969. 

In 1974 Ethel sold her farm to her nephew, Bruce 
McEwing and moved into a new house in Rapid City. 

HORNER HISTORY 
Henry Newton and Margaret Ann Horner came to a 

homestead on S.E. 32-14-19 in the Cadurcis district in 
1884. Henry had come from near Sarnia, Ontario by 
way of Minneapolis and St. Paul and down the Red 
River to Winnipeg arriving in Minnedosa in 1879. 
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Standing: Left to right Oliver Murray, Henry 
Horner. Seated: Mrs. Ken Murray, Mr. Ken Murray, 
Margaret Murray, Rachael Murray, Baby, Cecil. 

Henry and Margaret Horner. 

For a time he was employed as a brick layer and 
stone mason and for a few years as elevator agent for 
the Bawlf Grain Co. in Franklin. 

Margaret came by C.P.R. to Winnipeg in 1882. Her 
people were Quakers who had come to Pennsylvania 
from England in 1720 and in 1780 a branch of the family' 
settled at Newmarket on the outskirts of Toronto 
where she was born. Margaret died at the age of 32 



leaving Winford, a boy of eight, and Margaret, a new
born baby girl. 

A few years later Henry married Rachael Ar
mitage, his first wife's sister, and to them were born 
two boys and a girl. Following Henry's death in 1934 
the home farm was sold to Wm, and Bertha Thompson, 
Rachael spent her last years with her daughter Stella 
at Forest, Ontario and was buried ~here, 

Of their five children only Winford lived out his life
time in this area, Margaret married Oliver Murray of 
the Willowgrove district where they farmed until mov
ing to Toronto in 1926, Stella married Burton Wells of 
Forest, Ontario and Howard, who remained single, 
spent his adult years working out of Toronto on both 
lake and ocean going boats, Ivan died of a mastoid in
fection in St. Boniface hospital at the age of twelve, 
Howard, the last living member of the family died in 
1975, 

Winford Armitage Horner was born in 1884 in a log 
house on the homestead, When he was four years old 
the family moved back to Minnedosa where he 

Winford and Annie Horner. 
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attended schooL An incident he remembered from 
those years was of someone coming from the station to 
where a group of young lads was playing on the prairie 
at the present day site of Agristeel to tell them that 
word had come by telegraph of the death of John A, 
MacDonald (1891). 

At age eighteen Winford went to work in the C,P,R, 
shops in Winnipeg and later on at construction work on 
the rail line through northern Saskatchewan, 
Promotions came quickly in those days as he was a 
locomotive engineer when, after eleven years with the 
company he left to go farming, 

Winford and Annie Horner were married in 1913 and 
lived briefly in Wynyard, Saskatchewan before coming 
to the Horner home in Cadurcis in 1914, Three years 
later they moved two miles east to 26-14-19 where they 
lived until retirement. 

Annie Jane Elliott was born near Forester's Falls, 
Ontario in 1893 and had come west to Wynyard to visit 
an older sister. The needs of a large family left little 
time or money for any special interests of her own but 
she did enjoy her years with the Cadurcis Church 
choir, her association with the Cardurcis Community 
Welfare Club, and in later years with a painting class, 
the Minnedosa W,I, and the Legion Ladies' Auxilliary, 
Winford served for a time as a school trustee, as a 
Councillor and later as reeve of the Municipality, The 
reading of a wide variety of materials and a brisk walk 
in any direction were his favorite pastimes, Good 
health and eyesight enabled him to enjoy these until 
within a few years of his death at 89, His membership 
in the Masonic lodge extended over sixty years, They 
retired to Minnedosa in 1961 where Grandma Horner 
continues to live in their home in the North east corner 
of the town, 

Wilbert, the eldest of the family of eight married 
Ferne McDougall of Saskatoon in 1951 and they are liv
ing on the home farm, Their eldest son Bob married 
Lois Ford of Eden and they live in Winnipeg, Brian 
married Wendy Burton of Clanwilliam and with their 
little girls Tracy and Meagen they live in Minnedosa, 
Sharon and her husband Murray Reimer and children 
Lee and Kimberley now live in Rapid City and Kathy 
and her husband Leo Dueck are in Winnipeg, Joan is at 
home and attends elementary school in Minnedosa, 

Ira, died in infancy, 
Eunice has spent her adult years in Winnipeg and in 

1975 married Bert Thorkelson of Winnipeg where they 
reside, 

David (Pete) and Joyce Lennon of Saskatoon were 
married in 1946 following his service with the RC,A,F, 
and they live in Toronto, Their three sons, David, Bill 
and Jim are still single, The older boys live in Toronto 
and Jim lives in the Queen Charlotte Islands. 

Winona (Nonie) married Archie Londry in 1946 and 
they farm in the Tremaine district. Their son David 
and his wife, the former Shirley Griffiths of Oak River 
and their boy Dennis live in Ottawa, 

Harvey who also served briefly with the RC,A,F" 
married Mary McCracken of Eden in 1953 and they 
farm in the Havelock district. Their two children from 
Mary's first family are Larry, who married Dale 
McKee of Minnedosa and with their girls Shannon and 
Nicole live in Minot, N,D.; and Colleen who with her 



husband Wayne Cowan from Ontario and little boys 
Lee and Ryan live in Brandon. Alan ,!l1arried Marilyn 
Moore of Minnedosa and they farm in the Willowgrove 
district. Cindy is presently attending the school of 
agriculture at the University of Manitoba. 

Elliot and Lorna Aitken of Winnipeg were married 
in 1950 and farm in Cadurcis on the former Harold 
Dickie land. Their eldest daughter Nancy and her hus
band Bruce Peterson and little KathlElen are living in 
Winnipeg. Donald works for the CPR and with his 
father on the farm and Carol is living in Winnipeg 
where she does secretarial work. Michelle is at home 
and attends high school in Minnedosa. 

Alvin and Pat Jones of Winnipeg were married in 
1963 and with their children Simone and Richard are 
living in Dauphin. 

The Winford Horner family attended McBride 
school where a good grounding in the three "R's" was 
usually received. Perhaps one of the greatest deficien
cies suffered by a child growing up in a rural area in 
the thirties was the lack of adequate reading material. 
When the few books in the homes and the school 
libraries had been read and re~read there was little 
available other than the farm publications. The Week
ly Free Press, the Family Herald and the Country 
Guide provided short stories and serials, the funnies 
and the Doo Dads. Some of us can remember reading 
Robinsoe Crusoe around a mousehole that was 
chewed part-way through the book. Some details were 
left to the imagination. 

Visits to the school by Inspector Hartley were a 
mixture of fascination and dread as he drilled us in the 
proper reading of "The Lady of Shallott" and his 
"short arithmetic." How many must remember the 
square of 13 and of 14 from his imitation of the 169 and 
196 noises made by the rear wheels of his old Ford car 
as they spun backwards and forwards in a mudhole. 

A glimpse into another world was experienced 
when we were taken as a school choir to the Minnedosa 
festival. Our rendition of "Pretty Maid Come Along" 
was adjudicated by a Mr. Bernard Naylor, newly 
arrived from England, and who later became a leading 
light in Winnipeg musical circles. His comments, 

Henry Horner home at Cadurcis. 
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made in his splendid Oxford accent, had to be 
translated to us by our directors, Miss Stratford and 
Maurice Raper. 

The highlight of our school year was the Christmas 
concert. The children's program of choruses, 
dialogues, recitations and drills was followed by a 
short play and a few musical items performed by the 
adults. The cast of the play varied from year to year 
but the singers were usually repeat performers, each 
of whom had a few specialties that were always re
quested. Some that are well remembered are the 
Finlay Bros., accompanied by their sister Charlotte, 
who sang, with appropriate gestures, "I never See 
Maggie Alone"; Jess Belcher, who played his guitar 
and sang, "Little Old Sod Shanty" and also accom
panied his father's, "The Old Leather Britches"; and 
Jeff Jeffard, who was never allowed to sit down until 
he had sung, "The Little Shirt My Mother Made for 
Me." Ladies' items that come to mind are Doris Hind
son's reading of "The Brussels' Carpet," and Mrs. 
Chas. Brook's recital of, "When Father Papered the 
Parlour." Our first acquaintance with Fred Brother
ton as a newcomer to this country was when he 
appeared on stage at McBride as a pedlar selling 
"tiddly vindmills" . In those pre-radio days local enter
tainment was much appreciated. 

One. tangible reminder of the original pioneer 
Horner family is their brick house on highway 270 built 
in 1897 and now the home of Tom and Linda Vint. 

WILLIAM AND CLARA HORNIBROOK 
William Edward (Bill), son of William Eugene 

Guest Hornibrook and Stella Murray, was born in 1912 
in Lashburn, Sask. He lived with his family in various 
places in the west, as his father was a salesman for the 
Case Machine Company. He attended most of his 
school years in Central School in Brandon,"'Man. After 
fourteen years of age he spent the summers on the 
farm of R R Short in the Petta piece district, and 
finally stay'€d to work on the farm. He also worked for 
George Short. He enlisted and went overseas with the 
71st Battery, RC.A. in the second World War in 1939. 
He returned in 1945 and bought the farm, he had en
joyed as a boy, from Mr. Short. 

He married Clara Short, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
George Short, of the Pettapiece district, in 1946. Clara 
had attended Medina Public School and Oak River 
High School. She graduated from the Winnipeg 
General Hospital School of Nursing in 1936. After 
graduation, she nursed in Hamiota Hospital for a short 
time, and for nine years in United States. Back in 
Manitoba, she has been nursing in Rivers Hospital. 

Bill and Clara were married in Santa Barbara, 
California. They have three children: 

Richard William married Glenda Badger of 
Hamiota, Man., and they have two children; Shannon 
and William. They farm in the Petta piece district. 

Carmen married Tom Neal of Oak River, Man., and 
they farm in the Oak River district. They have one son, 
Gerald. 

Ruth married Gary Stewart, farmer in the Oak 
River district. They live in Oak River where Ruth 
teaches school. Bill and Clara still live on the home 
farm. 



RICHARD HOTHAM F AMIL Y 
Richard Hotham was born in 1844 in a little village 

in Yorkshire, England near the town of Hull. He was 
brought to Boston by his family in 1848. Soon after 
arriving, his father died so his mother took the family, 
consisting of Richard and a brother and sister to live 
near her relatives at Hill's Green in Ontario. 

As a young man he worked as a framer, in other 
words he used a broad axe and an adz on logs turning 
them into square timbers cut in such a manner that 
they could be assembled into a barn, which was put up 
by having a "Bee". 

Back row; Richard Hotham, Robert Hotham. 
Front row; Mrs. Richard Hotham, Earl Hotham. 

In 1878 he came west by train to St. Boniface-the 
railway didn't 'come across the river at this time-and 
walked to the site of his homestead at Moline on Sec. 
24-14-21. He filed his claim and returned to Ontario for 
the winter. The next year he returned by rail to Win
nipeg and with a party of settlers walked to Rapid Ci
ty. Here he bought supplies and stock and went on to 
the homestead to begin breaking it up and building. 
This was called "proving" his claim to the land. 

In 1879 he brought his wife and son William Robert 
out from Ontario. In early 1880 the family returned to 
Ontario due to the ill health of his wife and a baby 
daughter. Unfortunately both wife and daughter died 
in 1881. Robert was left with his maternal grand
parents, the Hills and his father returned to Manitoba 
where he worked at his trade. In 1886 he was employed 
by a syndicate by the name of Secord who had several 
sections of land, between what is now Justice and 
Douglas. He was superintendent of this farming opera
tion until 1890 when he married Mary Eleanor 
Mitchell. She was born in 1864 and raised near 
Goderich, Ontario, coming to the Justice area with the 
rest of her family in 1889. She was the eldest in the 
family with ten brothers and one sister. 

Following their marriage they moved to Brandon 
where Richard worked for Hanberry's Mill and his 
wife kept boarders. The Mill was located about Fourth 
or Fifth Street near the Assiniboine River, because the 
logs were brought down on the river. 
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In 1896 they moved to their farm at Moline to give 
Robert, now a young man, an opportunity to farm. A 
son, Roy, was born and died before reaching his first 
birthday. He is buried in Zion cemetery. The church is 
gone but a stone cairn marks the site. 

In 1898 a second son Herbert Earl was born. The 
family farmed until 1908, when an auction sale was 
held and the equipment sold. They continued to live in 
the buildings, keeping turkeys, chickens and a few 
milk cows, until the fall of 1912 when they moved to 
Rapid City to live in the house still occupied by Mr. 
and Mrs. H. E. Hotham. 

The Hothams were very active in the life of the 
church. Richard Hotham, originally a member of the 
church of England, later became a member of the 
Methodist Church and served on the Official Board and 
was active on the Sunday School Staff. During his 
lifetime, he never imposed his religion on anyone, yet 
through the life he lived, he was an example to others. 
One such example happened back in the days when the 
men journeyed to the Riding Mountains to cut 
firewood. They stopped over night at a half way camp 
called Hogart's. In the evening when the other men 
were busy playing cards, possibly poker, Mr. Hotham 
would get down on his knees to say his usual evening 
prayers before retiring. Immediately the men at the 
card tables would stop playing, turn their cards face 
down, and become very attentive until he stood again. 

Mrs. Hotham was active in the Moline Methodist 
church congregation and after coming to Rapid City, 
the Methodist and following union, United Church. She 
taught Sunday School for years at Moline and later 
Rapid City. The boys working at the bank usually 
boarded with her and she was busy all summer tending 
her large garden and canning the produce for tempting 
winter meals. 

Mr. Hotham passed away in 1930 and his wife in 
1948. They are both buried in the Rapid City cemetery. 

MR. AND MRS. ROBERT HOTHAM 
In 1909 Robert Hotham married Agnes J. Sherritt 

and moved to his farm in the Moline district NE % 
Sec. 24-14-21, on the same section as the homestead 
taken by his father. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hotham took an active part in the 
community organizations of church, W.I. and others. 
In 1935 Robert died and was buried in the Rapid City 
Cemetery. Agnes continued on the farm until 1938 
when it was sold to Raymond Newitt. She then went to 
live in Regina. In 1940 Mrs. Agnes Hotham came back 
to Moline and worked in the Moline Co-op Store for 
four years. In 1944, she left Moline again and moved to 
B.C. From there, she went to Seattle, Washington, 
U.S.A. to look after her uncle Richard Jones, and his 
home with beautiful grounds, in Mount Lake Terrace, 
Seattle. The uncle died in 1967 and Mrs. Hotham 
returned to live in Langley, B.C. 

H. EARL HOTHAM 
I was born at Moline, in the original log house on 

the homestead, on May 19, 1898, second son of Richard 
and Mary Hotham. 

The name Hotham originated in England many 



years ago. Lord Nelson had an Admiral by that name 
in the Battle of Trafalgar. When Cromwell came to 
take over Hull in Yorkshire, the Governor of Hull was 
Sir John Hotham. He resisted Cromwell and for his 
trouble was beheaded. My son, Bob, when in Hull, 
went to the Cathedral and found there a memorial for 
Sir John Hotham so I presume he was forgiven. An 
earlier reference to the name may be found in the 
Bible-Chronicles, 7th Chapter, 32nd Verse. 

My early schooling was at Poplar Grove, three 
miles from my home. This proved to be a long trip, es
pecially in winter. We moved to Rapid City in 1912 
mainly to enable me to further my education at the 
local High School, which I attended until 1916. While 
taking my Grade Twelve I enlisted in the 226 Battalion 
which had a platoon training in town. We moved to 
Camp Hughes and went overseas in the fall of 1916 on 
the Olympic. We spent the winter of 1917 at Bramshot 
and in May we were sent to France and I joined the 
27th City of Winnipeg Battalion. 

In June 1918, I was gassed in the trenches on the 
Arras Front in France and sent back to Duchess of 
Connaught Hospital on Lady Astor's Estate in 
Buckinghamshire. When I recovered I was sent back 
to the 11th Reserve for an N.C.O. course and I was 
delighted to hear the Armistice had been signed, 
before I completed the course and fighting had ceased. 
I returned to Canada in the winter of 1919 and worked 
for E. E. Riesberry in his Grocery store until that 
fall when I enrolled in Wheat City Business College 
in Brandon. Upon completion of my course I took 
employment with Smith and Company in the Lumber 
and Implement business. 

In December 1920 I married Sarah Edith McKinnon 
of Lenore, Manitoba, daughter of John and Jessie 
McKinnon. She came to Rapid City in the spring of 1920 
as a telephone operator. We lived in a great number of 
rented homes, which we must have improved by our 
tenantcy as they were always being sold, causing 
another move. Finally I bought a house directly across 
the road from my parents and built on to make it large 
enough to accommodate our family of two boys, 
Robert Earl and Richard Ross and one girl Beverly 
Maxine. My wife died suddenly in 1935 when we had 
been in our new house for only one year. My mother 
took my three children and me into her home until I 
was remarried in November 1942 to Lillian Sarah 
Hayhurst daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Hayhurst of 
Oak River. 

In 1925 I entered into a partnership with W. E. 
Birkinshaw in a lumber and implement business. This 
later became a new company, Birkinshaw's owned by 
W. E.'s son Norman and son-in-law Ralph Wells. I 
worked with them for a short time until ill health 
forced me to retire. During retirement I spent a year 
as curling rink caretaker, and many years as 
manager-caretaker of the Legion Hall, running the 
weekly movie etc. 

In 1958 my wife took over a restaurant in town and 
we operated Lil's Grill for about five years until fail
ing health forced her to give it up. We still reside in the 
Hotham house on the north bank of the Little 
Saskatchewan river. 

During my youth I played baseball, lacrosse, curled 
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and managed ball teams. I served as Superintendent of 
the United Church Sunday School for over twenty 
years and spent about the same number of years as 
Chief of the volunteer Fire Department. I am a life 
member of the curling club, and Branch No. 49 Royal 
Canadian Legion. I am also a Charter member of our 
local Legion and have been honored with an Anniver
sary Medal marking fifty years as a Legionaire and 
was presented with the Meritorious Service Medal 
in 1978. 

My wife was active in Legion Auxiliary and U.C.W. 
for many years and now although we are not able to ac
tively participate we are still interested in all com
munity projects. 

ROBERT E. HOT HAM 
I was born in Rapid City on March 20,1922 son of H. 

Earl and Edith Hotham. I attended school in Rapid 
City completing Grade 11 before enlisting in 
P.P.C.L.I. in May 1940. We were sent overseas and I 
returned to Canada for officer's training, receiving my 
commission as a Lieutenant in May 1943. When I 
returned to England, I served with the 8th Army in Ita
ly and later with the 1st Canadian Army in North West 
Europe. I was wounded and returned to Canada on a 
hospital ship, spending time in Deer Lodge Military 
Hospital and the St. Boniface Sanitorium. 

While in England in 1943, I married Rita Marjorie 
Berry, younger daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Berry 
of Farncombe Surrey. Our son Ian Robert was born in 
1944. Rita and Ian joined me in Canada where we lived 
until June 1948 when we returned to England. I took up 
an appointment with the Ministry of Agriculture as a 
Fatstock Grading Officer. Rita and I presently live in 
Kirby Muxloe, Leicester. 

Our son Ian married Gillian Roffey only daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. C. N. Roffey of Guildford Surrey in 
1969. They have one son Matthew Robert born in 1977. 
Ian also works as a Fatstock Grading Officer with the 
Meat and Livestock Commission. 

RICHARD ROSS HOTHAM 
I was born in Rapid City, March 11,1929 second son 

of Earl and Edith Hotham. I attended school in Rapid 
City and worked at a variety of occupations before 
settling in Rochester, New York, where I worked at 
my trade as a carpenter. I married Eleanor Palmer in 
1946 and we raised a family of five. 

Mary Eleanor - now married to Allan King and 
mother of Jane, Beverly and Ellen. 

Richard Chief Petty Officer in the United States 
Navy. 

Robin - died at seventeen years of age. 
Heather and Karen - still at home attending High 

School. 
My wife is a Librarian in the Greece School system 

and we live along the lake on Lake Front. 

HARRY AND EVA HOWARD 
Harry who was born in Wrexham North Wales, 

came to Canada in 1927 as a young man, and worked on 
farms in the Rapid City district. Eva, daughter of 
Frank and Agnes Newitt, was born in Rapid City. At 
the age of three years she was stricken with polio 



which restricted her activities. She attended Rapid 
City High School and previously had her education at 
Wallace schooL 

Harry and Eva were married in May 1935. In 1936 
they started farming on N.W. 1fz 8-13-19 and in the fall 
of the same year rented S. E,1f4 6-13-19 owned by Wm. 
Bridger. In 1946 they purchased the farm and lived 
there until 1973 when they sold out and moved to Rapid 
City. Their son, Francis John Keith was born in May 
1938. His first teacher at Wallace School was Inez 
Helgason, daughter of his mother's last high school 
teacher. Keith also attended Rapid City High School. 
He was an 4H member and fond of sports, especially 
hockey. He worked for W. E. Smith Sr. and for 
Samples Transfer in Rapid City. He married Valerie 
Amy Laura Hulbert of Bethany Man. in August 1959. 
They have four daughters, Wendy Evelyn, Elaine 
Adele and twins Angela Dawn and Alison Joyce. Wen
dy and Elaine attend Neelin High School and Angela 
and Alison attend Earl Oxford. They reside in Brandon 
where Keith is employed by Gulf Oil Canada Ltd. 
Valerie is Secretary to the Bishop of the Diocese of 
Brandon Synod. Valerie and the four girls sing in the 
choir at St. Matthew's Catheral, the girls are all active 
in the young people's youth group. 

Harry and Eva have taken an active part in the 
community Eva was an active member of the Red 
Cross, and a member of Unit four of the U.C.W. and 
was secretary of the Steward Board for five years, 
served as trustee for Wallace School and Sec. Treas. 
for the Rapid City local of the Manitoba Farmers 
Union until it closed. Harry keeps busy in the summer 
gardening and enjoys curling in the winter. They 
purchased and live in the house formally owned by 
Arthur Dennis. 

WILLIAM HOWDEN HISTORY contributed by 
Lorne McFarland, Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

William Howden my grandfather, came to 
Manitoba from Holton County, Ontario in 1879. There 
were no rail lines west of Winnipeg at that time. He 
made his way west to near where Moline is now, and 
acquired a homestead. William Henry Reid came at 
this time also. 

The first grain that Wm. Howden grew was hauled 
to Brandon by sleigh in the winter to the "landing" as 
it was called somewhere east of Brandon. In the 
spring, grain was shipped by boat down the 
Assiniboine River to Winnipeg. After the railway 
reached Rapid City it became his town and shopping 
centre. 

In 1880 he went back to Ontario and married Lucin
da Munn and then came back to Manitoba. 

There were nine children in their family - eight 
girls and one boy. The oldest was my mother Ethel 
Jane Howden. She married William McFarland in 
June 1903. My mother was born in 1881 and was said to 
be the first white child born in the area now known as 
Blanchard. They had two children, Sanford and 
myself. 

Of the Howden family only two of the girls are still 
living. They are; Miss Florence H. Howden and Miss 
Eva Howden both of Vancouver. The only boy, Albert 
Howden was a pilot in the Royal Air Force and was 
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killed in action on November 9, 1918. After Albert's 
death, William Howden sold his farm and retired to 
Winnipeg. A few years later, he moved to Vancouver, 
staying there until his death in 1931. 

Alexander Howden, brother of William Howden 
lived in Rapid City for many years. He was a lawyer 
and practiced law in Rapid City and also did court
room work in Brandon. He moved with his family t.o 
Vancouver in the 20's. They had four children in their 
family. Three girls and one boy. Only one girl is still 
living. She is Miss Dorothy R. Howden of Vancouver. 

HUGHES HISTORY - by R. R. Hughes, B.A., M.D. 
My father, William Robert Hughes, came west 

from Barrie, Ontario to homestead in 1882, settling on 
the north half of Section 14, Township 1, Range 24 
West, not far from the U.S. border, and about 4 miles 
south of the site of the present town of Goodlands, 
Manitoba. 

In the summer of 1889 he felt called to the ministry 
and after training at Wesley College, Winnipeg, was 
ordained in 1895. He was married in 1896. My older 
brother Frank R. was born in 1899, I, R. Fredrick, in 
1900, Albert Edwin, March, 1903, Raymond William, 
1905 and Margery Doris in Rapid City since 1906, two 
years. 

My recollections of Rapid City, after 70 years, are 
naturally rather faint, but on reviewing our records I 
can recall faintly, living in a parsonage on a street cor
ner, with a vacant lot next door. In winter our recrea
tionwas to "ski" down hill on a slippery barrel-stave, 
balancing to the end (if lucky). The fore-runner, I sup
pose, of the present ski, waterski or skate-board. I also 
recall my father setting up for us a merry-go-round in 
the backyard, consisting of a post set in the ground, 
upon which a plank was placed, pivoted on a spike 
driven onto the top of the post. I started my school 
career in Rapid City in 1907, and was placed in Grade 
I; as I recall, my teacher was Miss Cleland; I have a 
picture of the class on the steps of the school, which 
shows the group - it is an example of the bare 
utilitarian schoolhouse common in Manitoba in those 
days. One incident comes to my mind; our neighbor, 
who kept a Jersey cow, was the subject of our envy, 
since we had only "milk-man's Milk" (5¢ a quart), 
while mother often said how she would love to have 
some "Jersey cream" for a treat. Once when she was 
indisposed, Frank and I thought that if she could only 
have some of this wonderful elixir, she would recover 
at once. So, we went over to the lady's kitchen door, 
and politely asked for some, though we knew we 
shouldn't have. She obliged with a small pitcherful 
when we explained the necessity of this, and felt that 
our diligence being in such a good cause, we would be 
rewarded by the return of our dear mother's health. 
Alas, she was embarrassed by our deed, and father 
took a hand in the punishment. 

My most resplendent memory of this period was 
the arrival of a great motor car in town, the first ever, 
which was the feature of a parade through town, with 
frequent stops for exhortations by my father, and the 
visiting supporter, on the subject of Banish the Bar! 
Since I was a passenger in the car, I felt like a hero, 



and felt there was nothing like a Temperance Cam
paign to bring life to the town! 

I remember faintly the town in the valley, and 
recall the chuckles when father came home one day, 
and told how "Old Man Fallis" had been struck and 
almost buried by snow sliding off a downtown roof. He 
was a grey-bearded character who was given to ex
pressing his opinions, mostly contrary to those of the 
Methodist Church. 

These comprise the scattered recollections of my 
contact with Rapid City. Later, when I was in college, 
I returned one summer with a friend attempting to 
demonstrate and sell Wearever Aluminum wear, and 
stopped for a time in the hotel, 1937 I think it was. We 
put up at the Hotel for a time before moving on. As we 
did not have any success, we were not encouraged to 
stay long. 

I might close these rambling recollections by say
ing that I attended Wesley College 1918-22, taught 
school until 1926, then studied Medicine 1926-31, and 
since then have lived in Hamilton, Ontario, practicing 
Medicine until retirement in 1968, now living and en
joying life quietly. 

JOHN HUNTER Contributed by son Jack 
My father, John Hunter was born at Cushendahl, 

Pittsburg County in Ontario. In 1889 he came west to 
Rapid City and purchased the NEllz 17-14-20 from 
Henry Soldan and later purchased the NW1f2 16-14-20. 
In 1894 he married Florence Currie who had come to 
the district with her father in 1879. Mother attended 
the Baptist Academy just north of Rapid City and took 
her normal training at Minnedosa. She taught school at 
Tarbolton and in 1889 became the first teacher at 
Moline. In 1948 she officially opened the new two room 
school there. She was active in community affairs, 
Sunday School, M.S. and W.A., a life member of the 
W.I. and a member of Deborah Rebekah Lodge No.9, 
Rapid City. She worked for the Red Cross in both wars. 
She passed away in 1959, three weeks from her 90th 
birthday on the farm where she spent most of her life. 

Dad was on the Saskatchewan Municipal Council, a 
Justice of the Peace, trustee and secretary of Moline 
School and Vice-president of the Moline Co-op when it 

John Hunter's threshing outfit, Moline C1900, the 
gas barrels at the left are made of wood. 
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Mr. and Mrs. John Hunters' 50th anniversary. 

was formed in 1914. He used to pitch to the late Ed Sol
dan, when the only baseball player to have a glovewas 
the catcher. He was active with the Agricultural So
ciety and Gun Club. He was a member of the Masonic 
Lodge No. 15 and the Orange Lodge. He received a 50-
year jewel from the LO.O.F Lodge No. 18 in Rapid 
City. 

Mother and Dad celebrated their 50th Anniversary 
in 1944. Dad died at the age of eighty-six in 1950. They 
are both interred in the Rapid City cemetery. There 
were seven children: William McLeod died at the age 
of fourteen years after finishing school at Rapid City. 

Marion Isobel took her schooling at Rapid City and 
Normal at Brandon. She taught school at Moline, 
Bethany and Franklin. She married Norman Orr and 
have two daughters, Agnes Irene and Alice Marjorie. 
Norman died in 1957 and Marion in 1957 in FUn Flon 
where they lived since 1934. 

Robert Gordon was born and educated at Moline. 
He farmed the home farm until building a garage 1938-
1943 and again 1957-1965. In 1942 he married Ella 
Caldwell of Ninga. They have one daughter and two 
sons; Sharon and husband G. Glidden at Edmonton; 
Hugh and wife Christa of Calgary; David in Brandon. 
There are two granddaughters, Lesley Glidden and 
Carrie Hunter. Gordon and Ella reside in Brandon. 

Agnes Francis was employed at Moline Co-op, 



Neepawa and McAuley. She married Bert McAree and 
they resided at Flin Flon. They have one daughter, 
Dorothy Elizabeth. Agnes passed away in 1962. 

Rachel Dorothy and John Jr. remained on the farm 
and retired to Rapid City in 1975. 

Hugh Edward got his education at Moline, Hamiota 
and Winnipeg Normal School. He taught at Moline and 
Moore Park. In 1940 he joined the R.C.A.F. and 
graduated as a P.O. Navigator in Rivers. In 1942 he 
went overseas. In 1943 he was transferred to the 
R.A.F. and sent to India. After the war he was 
stationed on the Cocos Island. On his return, he 
received his B.A. and M.C.S. at the University of 
Manitoba, majoring in Geology. In 1950 he married 
Helen Tyndale. Her son Sanford is married and lives in 
Montreal. They went to Los Angeles and Hugh 
received his Ph.D. He lectured at State University at 
Norman, Oklahoma and at present is lecturing in 
Geology in the State University at Binghamton, N.Y. 
They have one daughter, Wendy Florence. 

JOHN ALEXANDER HYNDMAN 
John was born in March, 1869 in Dundas County, On

tario, the son of Joseph and Jane Hyndman. As a young 
lad he helped his father operate a mill on the bank of 
the Nation River. 

In 1893 he married Mary (Minnie) Armstrong, 
daughter of Samuel and Matilda Armstrong. In 1898 
the family came to Manitoba and for over forty years 
he lived on the land that he cleared near Oak River, 
(33-14-22). 

He was a postmaster, with the office in his own 
home. He was mail carrier for many years and also 
acted as justice of the peace for twelve years. He was 
an active member of the Oak River l.O.O.F. and Car
dale Masonic fraternal societies. Mrs. Hyndman 
(Grandma) was noted for her kind hospitality. She 
died February 28,1937 and in 1943 Mr. Hyndman came 
to Rapid City. Mr. Hyndman (Grandpa) spent many 
hours fishing at the dam and he enjoyed telling stories. 

In 1948 his daughter Annie, Mrs. Wilbur Smyth and 
children Ron and Velma of New Westminster spent the 
summer living in the little mill house (mill office) to 
be near him. Grandpa died in 1950 and is buried beside 

John Hyndman, Frank Hyndman and Lyle Terry. 

268 

his wife in Oak River Cemetery. His sons Ralph of 
Hamiota and Joe of Rapid City are deceased and a 
daughter Orma died in infancy. His dather Annie lives 
in New Westminster and son Frank lives in Rapid City. 

FRANK AND LAURA HYNDMAN 
Frank Shaw Hyndman, the second son of John A. 

and Minnie Hyndman was born July 31, 1896 at Gren
ville County, Ontario. The family came west in 1898 
spending the first year with relatives south of Bran
don. The next year the family homesteaded north of 
Oak River. Their home contained the Post Office for 
many years and was named Hyndman. Frank attended 
Bankburn, Roselawn, Marland and a year at Central 
School in Brandon. During the dreaded flu epidemic 
of 1918 he rode on horse back around the 
neighbourhood doing chores. 

Laura May Peters was born in Brandon, February 
23, 1896, the only daughter of John and Jennie Peters. 
Her mother died in 1900 and from the age of four years, 
Laura spent most of her time with her uncle and aunt, 
Rob and Laura Gill. They lived in the Totonka district 
of the Blanchard Municipality and for several years at 
Vancouver where she worked as a telephone operator. 
Laura learned to be a good cook at an early age and at 
twelve years of age she fed the threshers. 

Frank and Laura were married December 17, 1919 
at her home with the Gills. For the next ten years they 
farmed in the Oak River district. In 1928 they moved to 
Rapid City to be near and to assist Mr. and Mrs. Gill 
who were operating a dairy. Frank worked at what 
ever jobs were available to keep his family of six 
children. During the early years of the depression he 
cut wood around town with a sawing machine, worked 
on a gang building roads and operated a livery stable. 

In 1931 he was successful tender for the Rural Mail 
route, this job he kept for thirty seven years. He 
faithfully delivered mail, groceries and medicine in all 
conditions of weather, by team and Bennett Buggy, 
van, and later by truck. On his retirement from the 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hyndman on their 50th wed
ding anniversary Dec. 1969. 



mail route Pop Hyndman was awarded a most heart 
warming party by the rural subscribers. His son Timer 
has had the mail route for ten years, and Pop enjoys 
accompaning him on many trips. Pop and Nan 
observed their Golden Wedding in 1969 with a celebra
tion held at the Legion Hall, where more than four hun
dred relatives and friends called to wish them well. At 
the time of writing they are nearing their 58th wedding 
anniversary. They keep a good garden, Nan enjoys 
making meals and Pop is an avid reader of 
"westerns". They go up-town almost daily in their lit
tle red truck. 

Their family consists of Grace, Mrs. John Terry; 
Jean, Mrs. Charles Christie; Bob; Harold (Timer) and 
Nyall of Flin Flon. Orrie lost his life during the war. 
Thirteen of their sixteen grandchildren are living and 
they have twelve great-grandchildren. 

JOSEPH LEONARD HYNDMAN FAMILY HISTORY 
contributed by Isabel Hyndman 
In 1899 Mr. and Mrs. John A. Hyndman emigrated 

to Manitoba from eastern Ontario. They spent the first 
year south of Brandon and moved to the Oak River dis
trict in 1900. Mr. Hyndman's grandparents came to 
Ontario from Ireland, as newlyweds, in the year 1838, 
Mrs. Hyndman's family were descended from United 
Empire Loyalists, who came to eastern Ontario after 
the American Declaration of Independence in 1783. 

In 1904, their third son, Joseph Leonard was born. 
He came to Rapid City in the winter of 1933 to help his 
brother Frank run the livery barn for the winter. In the 
fall of 1934 he married Isabella Elizabeth, youngest 
child and only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Wm. 
Smith of the Oakleigh district. Mr. Smith's family had 
emigrated from England in 1879 and settled in what is 
now known as the Oakleigh district. Mrs. Smith had 
emigrated from Scotland in 1903, going first to 
Calgary, then coming to Rapid City in 1905. 

In 1939 Joe and Isabel returned to the Oakleigh dis
trict to 26-12-20 where they resided for the rest of Joe's 
life. In 1954 they started into dairying and in HJ7l incor
poration took place between the parents and the two 
sons, Graeme and Ken who remained at home .. Joe 
was always interested and ready to help towards 
community projects, but in the early sixties his health 
started to deteriorate and continued to do so, until his 
death in the spring of 1976. He is interred in the Rapid 
City cemetery. 

Isabel has held the position of trustee and the 
secretary-treasurer of the Oakleigh School district, 
secretary-treasurer of the Manitoba Brown Swiss 
Association, a director on the Board of the Canadian 
Brown Swiss Association and secretary-treasurer of 
the Elite Dairy Breeders of Manitoba since its origin 
in 1969. She continues to reside on the home farm with 
her youngest son, Kenneth. 

Isabel and Joe have five children. 
Mary Agnes, born 1935, married Robert Sebastian 

of Brandon in 1954. They have two children, Lois, born 
1958 and Larry, born 1960. In 1967, Mary and the 
children moved to Calgary where she is now an ac
countant with a construction firm of that city. 

John Wm., born 1938, married Donna McInnes of 
Brandon in 1965. John has always been associated with 
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the dairy industry. He started with Duncan's Dairy in 
Rivers, moved to Brandon when Modern Dairies 
bought out the Rivers Dairy. He worked up to the posi
tion of plant foreman. He held this position when he 
left and moved to Calgary in 1967. He took employment 
with Palm Dairies, Calgary and was cheesemaker 
when he left to take a position with the Federal Dept. 
of Agriculture as Primary Products Inspector in 1976. 
Being stationed in Edmonton, they moved there in the 
spring of 1977. They have two children, Jodi, born in 
1968 and Jason, born in 1973. 

Graeme Leonard, born 1939. He imported Brown 
Swiss cows from the United States in 1961, at the time 
of the breed's recognition as a dairy cow second only 
to the Holsteins as a Dairy breed. He took a leading 
part in the formation of the Manitoba Brown Swiss 
Association in Canada and was its first secretary
treasurer. He lives on 35-12-20 in the Oakleigh district. 

Eugene Laurence was born in 1941. In 1958 he 
married Dorothy Brown of Minnedosa. Gene has for 
many years been a driver salesman for McGavin 
Toastmaster. He first located in Brandon and then 
moved to Neepawa, where they now live. They have 
three children, Vicki, born 1959, living in Winnipeg, 
Debbie, born 1961 and Susan, born 1963, both are living 
at home with their parents. 

Kenneth Thomas, born 1943. He was a member of 
the Brandon 4-H Dairy Club, winning the gold watch at 
Souris in 1962 and the provincial 4-H Dairy Judging 
Trophy in 1963. He lives on the home farm with his 
mother and together with his brother Graeme, they 
operate the farm and dairy enterprise. 

All the children received their elementary educa
tion at Oakleigh School, the same school their mother 
attended, a generation earlier. 

PILOT OFFICER ORRIE FRANK HYNDMAN 
contributed by Grace Hyndman Terry 

Orrie, eldest son of Frank and Laura Hyndman was 
born December 12, 1921 at Oak River. He took his 
schooling in Rapid City and enlisted in the R.C.A.F. 
while still attending school. Orrie trained as a 
Wireless Air- Gunner at Calgary, Claresholm, Alberta 
and McDonald, :'\1anitoba. He went overseas January 

Orrie Hyndman in parade. 



16, 1942 from the C.P.R. station at Brandon. He served 
in England and while stationed at Gibraltar he was 
reported missing, February, 1944 and was later 
presumed dead. 

Recently my brother Timer and his wife Sophia 
visited the cenotaph in Malta where Orrie's name is in
scribed, in memory of service men with no known 
graves. 

I have so many memories of my brother Orrie. How 
he liked to listen to the World Series ball games on the 
little radio (no television in those days). How he could 
yodel, how he liked to dance and oh how strikingly 
good looking and smart he was in his uniform - the 
first suit he, and many others of that generation, ever 
owned. 

ROBERT JOHN HYNDMAN 
Bob, the second son of Frank and Laura Hyndman 

was born March 25,1923 at Oak River. He received his 
schooling in Rapid City and as a young lad worked on 
farms for the James brothers at Oakleigh and the Vic
tor Cornish family. 

At age eighteen Bob enlisted in April 1941, trained 
at A-4 Brandon, Shilo, Kingston and went overseas in 
July, 1942. He was with the 1st. Survey Regt. Royal 
Canadian Artillery and served in communications in 
Sicily, Italy, North Africa and France. Bob was for
tunate to meet his brother Orrie on leave in England 
several times. He returned to Canada on July, 1945, 
one of 15,000 troops on the Queen Elizabeth. 

Bob farmed for a number of years and also spent 
eleven years employed with the Coop Live Stock Auc
tion Mart in Brandon. In April, 1955 he married Mary 
Louise English of Kenton. There are two sons, Richard 
Melvin (Rick) and Grant Allan (Jack). The eldest son 
William Robert (Billy) died accidently at the age of 
three. 

NYALL DENNIS HYNDMAN FAMILY 
Nyall was born at Oak River and moved to Rapid 

City at the age of four years. He received his education 
in Rapid City. 

Nyall, Orrie and Bob Hyndman. 
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In November, 1941 he enlisted in the armed forces, 
serving with the 2nd. Field Regiment in the Italian 
Campaign. During this time he was recommended for 
and later awarded the Military Medal. 

Upon his discharge he took training as a butcher in 
Winnipeg. He married Margaret Adams in July, 1946. 
In 1948 Nyall and Margaret moved to Flin Flon where 
they raised three boys, David, Dennis and Ken. A 
fourth son Alan died in infancy in 1964. 

NyaU worked underground as a miner with H.B.M. 
& S. Co. for four years and then returned to his trade, 
opening his own meat business and later in The Ken
tucky Fried Chicken. 

The oldest son David became a teacher at 
Spiritwood, Sask. He and his wife Glenda have three 
children, Kelly, Corey and Lindsey. 

Dennis remained in FUn Flon joining his father in 
the Kentucky Fried Chicken business. He and his wife 
Pat have two daughters, Stacey Jane and Denny Jo. 

HAROLD AND SOPHIA HYNDMAN 
Harold Earl Hyndman (Timer), youngest son of 

Frank and Laura Hyndman, was born November 10, 
1925 at Oak River, Man., and he attended school in 
Rapid City. His first start in the business world was as 
a "Tribune" paper carrier, and he delivered groceries 
for Gus Sample's store and worked in Bill Eastgate's 
Butcher Shop. He enlisted in the army and went 
overseas as reinforcements for the Queens Own 
Cameron Highlanders, and he served in the Oc
cupational Force in Germany for sixteen months, 
returning home in July of 1946. In the spring of 1947, 
Timer went to FUn Flon and was employed with Hud
son Bay Mining and Smelting Co., it was there he met 
his future wife, Sophia Soltys. Sophia was born at 
Merridale, near Roblin, Manitoba, the youngest 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Soltys. On completing 
her schooling she moved to Flin Flon where she was 
employed as a sales clerk in a Ladies dress shop; also 
she was a cashier at the Company Cafeteria. 

Harold and Sophia were married at Roblin in 1951 
by the late Dr. Carlyle Parker, and they started to 
farm a few miles east of town, although they have 
always resided in Rapid City. Their children are 
Kathyrn Jean and Harold Frank. Kathy graduated 
from Elton Collegiate with several awards to her 
credit, and she took nurses training at the Brandon 
School of Nursing, upon graduating in 1972, received 
the Bronze medal. Kathy has nursed in Saskatoon and 
Victoria, and is presently nursing at the Brandon 
General Hospital. Kathy was married in October, 1976 
to David Ford of Regina, Sask. David is a Chemical 
Engineer, and they make their home in Brandon. 

Frank completed his schooling at Elton Collegiate, 
and for the next five years he played hockey in the 
WCHL, the LH.L. and Western International Hockey 
League. Frank and his wife, the former Pamela 
Ackland of Toledo, Ohio reside in Rapid City. Prior to 
their marriages, Kathy and Frank had travelled exten
sively in the British Isles, Continental Europe, and 
Kathy spent several months touring the far East. 

In 1967, Timer took over the Rural Mail Route from 
his father and in 1975 he graduated from the Western 
Canadian School of Auctioneering at Lacombe, Alber-



ta, and has since conducted his own auctioneering 
business in Rapid City and district. Timer first served 
in 1954 on the local school board, in 1956 was elected to 
the Town Council and he served in that capacity until 
1970, when he assumed the office of Mayor of the town, 
and at the time of writing, he is beginning his eighth 
year as Mayor. 

In February, 1977, Timer and Sophia went on a holi
day to Europe with the express purpose of visiting 
Malta to view the Air Force Cenotaph erected to honor 
the memory of airmen with no known graves, and here 
brother Orrie Hyndman's name is inscribed. 

Timer and Sophia are active in the community and 
are members of the Canadian Legion and Auxiliary, 
the skating rink and Chamber of Commerce. Timer 
has recently been appointed to the Manitoba Housing 
and Renewal Board. 

FRANK AND PAM HYNDMAN 
Frank Hyndman, son of Harold and Sophia Hynd

man grew up in Rapid City. His main interest while 
growing up was hockey. After performing quite well in 
Rapid City and the surrounding area, he played for two 
years in the W.C.H.A. (Western Canadian Hockey 
League). He played one year for the LH.L. (Inter
national Hockey League) in Toledo, Ohio where he met 
his future wife. He then spent a year in Kimberly, 
British Columbia playing for the W.I.H.L. (Western 
International Hockey League) before he returned to 
Rapid City. In the summer of 1975 Frank bought the 
cafe which he has run for the past 2 1/2 years. He con
tinued his hockey but on a smaller scale, playing in 
Rapid City, Brandon and Russell. 

Pam Ackland, daugher of Fred and Dorothy 
Ackland was born in Toledo, Ohio in 1952. After 
graduating from the University of Toledo with a music 
education degree, she taught one year in Toledo. She 
moved to Brandon and taught music at Shilo. Pam is 
presently teaching grades two and three at the elemen
tary school in Rapid City. 

Pam and Frank were married in August, 1976 in 
Rapid City and now make their home in town. 

KEN AND SHARON HYNDMAN 
Ken Hyndman, third son of Nyall and Marg Hynd

man of Flin Flon - both formerly of Rapid City was 
born in August 1953. 

Ken grew up in Flin Flon and took his schooling 
there. He also continued his education in Winnipeg 
which took him to the Artic for a few months. 

Sharon Hyndman (Rosteski) - second eldest child 
born in February 1952 to Frank and Eunice Rosteski of 
Lenswood. (Eunice is a daughter of Mrs. Lillian 
Stephen of Bowsman, who was Lillian Metcalfe of Cor
dova district). 

Sharon grew up in Lenswood, taking her schooling 
there as well as in Birch River. She took her nurse's 
training in Winnipeg. 

Ken and Sharon met in Flin Flan (he as a labourer, 
she as a registered nurse) in July 1973 and were joined 
in matrimony the following June 1974. In September 
they moved to Brandon where Ken went to school, and 
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Sharon nursed. After about six months, they bought 
Norman Birkinshaw's house, in 1975. 

Ken now works as a brakeman for the C,P.R. out of 
Brandon. Sharon works permanent part-time at the 
Minnedosa Personal Care Home. They have one son 
Alan Ken. 

IRONSIDE HISTORY 
Mr. and Mrs. James Mason Ironside and small son 

Jim immigrated to Canada from Aberdeen, Scotland 
in 1925. They settled on the east 1/2 of 5-13-20. The house 
on this farm was burned down in the fall of 1928 and 
they spent the winter in the nearby Oakey house. In the 
spring they moved temporarily into the house on the 
N.E. l!4 12-13-20. They purchased the High Lockhart 
farm (S.W.2-13-20) in the Oakleigh district and moved 
in the fall of 1929. They remained here unti11962, when 
they built a new home just east on the S.E.l/4 2-13-20. 
Mr. Ironside remains here and Mrs. Ironside is in the 
Personal Care Home in Minnedosa. 

Twelve children were born to them in Canada. A 
daughter, Shirley Anne, passed away in infancy in 
1944; and David Edward, the youngest of the family, 
passed away in June, 1967 at twenty-one years of age. 
The remaining members of the family are: 

James worked on the farm and then went into the 
army. He then worked at the Prince Edward Hotel and 
drove for Coca-Cola for a number of years before mov
ing to Calgary, Alberta. He married Lorna Armstrong 
of Brandon. They have three sons, Garth, Russell and 
Claire and two daughters, Karen (Mrs. Paul 
Tousigant) and Lori. 

Evelyn took psychiatric nurse's training in Bran
don. She worked at Brandon; then went to Weyburn, 
Saskatchewan where she met and married Alex 
Heuser. They now make their home in Winnipeg. They 
have two daughters, Christie and Julie. 

Flora taught school at Middlebreo, Manitoba, then 
worked in the Bank of Commerce in Brandon. She 
married Leslie Dyer and they live on a farm south
west of Rivers. They have two sons, Richard and Ian 
and a daughter Cheryl (Mrs. Jim Ross). 

Leslie worked for a number of years for the Rural 
Municipality of Saskatchewan. He then started farm
ing and now lives on N.E.l!4 11-13-20. Les has been a 
school bus driver in Rolling River School Division for 
sixteen years. He married Ruby Macklin of Glenora, 
They have two sons, Larry and Donald and four 
daughters, Debra (Mrs. John Corregan), Judy, Lee 
Ann and Kathy. 

Ethel worked in the bank in Rapid City prior to her 
marriage to Mack Westwood. They live on N.E.1-14-20. 
They have two daughters, Heather (Mrs. Doug Wells) 
and Linda, and a son Randall David. 

Muriel worked in Brandon, then in the creamery at 
Elkhorn. She married Morris Brennand and they farm 
north of Elkhorn. They have a daughter Brenda and a 
son Brent. 

Ron farmed for a number of years and now is 
employed at the Brandon Research Station. He 
married Dianne Downey of Rapid City. They have a 
daughter Sandra and two sons, Bruce and Gordon. 

Doreen worked as a telephone operator in Russell 



and Minnedosa. She married Lenwood Robinson and 
they live on the farm east of Minnedosa. They have a 
daughter Pat (Mrs. Eugene Roe) and three sons, 
Kenneth, Blaire and Shawn. 

Joanne worked at Minnedosa Hospital prior to her 
marriage to Lorne Lilley. Lorne Lilley was born at 
Rapid City. He was very active in sports. He is 
employed at Modern Dairies in Brandon. Joanne 
works at Fairview Home. They have two daughters, 
Sharon and Susan and a son Robert. 

Heather worked as a telephone operator at Boisse
vain and Wawanesa. She is married to Mel Soltys of 
Erickson. They live in Brandon where Heather works 
on the switchboard at Brandon General Hospital. They 
have a son Mark and a daughter Donna. 

Bill worked for Pool Packers and at Burns in Bran
don before starting farming. He now lives on the home 
farm S.W.2-13-20. He is married to Joanne Downey of 
Rapid City. They have a son Blaine and two daughters, 
Colleen and Kimberley. 

They all attended Oakleigh School and some of 
them went later to Rapid City for high school. Most of 
them belonged to the Oakleigh Calf Club, with the 
highlight of the year being the annual show on the 
school grounds in early June. 

Mr. J. Ironside served as leader of the Calf Club for 
a number of years. He also served as trustee for 
Oakleigh School District and later on the Rolling River 
School Board. He was a councillor for ward two in the 
MunicIpality of Saskatchewan, retiring in November 
1977, after twenty-six years of service. In 1976 he made 
a very enjoyable trip to Scotland visiting his old home, 
accompanied by his daughter Doreen. 

CHARLES IRVINE JR. - Contributed by Charlie and 
Florence Irvine 

Charlie moved to S.E. 2-14-10 (the former farm of 
Jas. Atkinson) in 1919 with his parents and sisters. He 
went to Tremaine School and Hunterville United 
Church. In 1941 he joined the Armed Forces and saw 
action in Italy, Germany and Holland. 

On July 2,1960 Charlie married Florence Chambers 
of Swan River. This was the first marriage performed 
in the new Rapid City United Church. Florence taught 
school in the two-storey brick school for seven years 
prior to their marriage. She was leader in 4-H for eight 
years and C.G.LT. for one year. 

Charlie and Florence now live on Nl/2 6-14-18 the 
building site of the late Fred Fowler. Their family con
sists of two children, Maxine and Blair. At the present 
time Maxine is attending Elton Collegiate and Blair is 
attending Rapid City Elementary School. 

Charlie is active in the Rapid City Legion and 
Tremaine Community Club. Florence was sec. treas. 
of the Tremaine School for the last few years before 
the school closed and now she is sec. treas. of Hunter
ville Church. 

JOHN SAMUEL JAHRIG-submiUed by Helen 
Bellamy 

John Samuel Jahrig was born at "Half Way 
House", near Knox on the C.N.R. mainline. The stage 
from Rapid City to Brandon stopped at Jahrig's Half-
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Way House. John was born Nov. 17, 1884, and came to 
the Moline district to farm in 1909. Ethel Rosa Luker 
was born on a farm at Moline, Sept. 19, 1892. 

Mother and Dad were married June 21, 1911 and 
continued to farm in the Moline district until April, 
1919, when they moved to a farm five miles straight 
west of Rapid City which put us in the Pettapiece 
School District. 

Dad and Mother were active in the community, 
Mother played the church organ in the Methodist 
Church in Moline and Dad sang in the choir. They were 
very interested in farm organizations and Dad was on 
the Little Saskatchewan School Board of Trustees. 
Mother took an active part in the Ladies Aid, being 
President for two years. 

They had four sons and two daughters for a family. 
Gordon, a construction Engineer, and lives in Calgary, 
Alberta. 

Helen (Mrs. C. Bellamy) is a Department Super
visor with Eaton's in Regina, Sask. 

Morley is with the Alberta Government as a Direc
tor with the Manpower and Labour Dept. and lives in 
Edmonton. 

Bernice (Mrs. R. Steele) lives at Medicene Hat, 
Alberta. 

John Jr. owns and operates a service station in Ed
monton, Alberta. 

Cecil is a Supervisor of Personnel with Canfor 
Canada and lives in Calgary. 

Dad passed away May 6, 1957 and Mother on Oc
tober 25, 1959, so as you see, they both died young. 

M. JAMESON 
Mrs. M. Jameson and her two sons, Leslie Jameson 

and Edwin Shields came to McBride district from Car
dale in 1918. They resided on the Alex McGregor farm 
until 1922 when they moved south of Brandon. 

Edwin married M. Pickering and lived in Brandon. 
They have both passed on. They had one daughter. 

Leslie married Aletha Gerrand and they have a girl 
and a boy. Leslie is assistant minister at Hamiota now. 

ADAM AND KATIE JAMIESON 
Adam and Katie Jamieson were born in Quebec. 

They came west about 1904. After farming for a few 
years ten miles west of Melita they moved to Elva, 
Manitoba. In 1919 they came to Rapid City with their 
two sons, Chester and Goldie. Adam did carpentry 
work with Herb Parliament and Jack McKinnon. The 
McKinnons came from the same district and the same 
year as the Jamiesons. 

Chester worked with Harry Simpson in the barber 
shop before he moved to Transcona. He barbered there 
until he retired. 

Goldie went to Vancouver in 1931 and resides at 
Delta, British Columbia. 

The Jamiesons moved to Brandon in 1927. Mrs. 
Jamieson died in 1940 and was buried in the Brandon 
cemetery. Mr. Jamieson went to live at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Chester Jamieson in Transcona. He 
passed away at the time of the Red River flood in 1950 
and is buried in Transcona. 



ROBERT JOHNSTON 
The Doherty, Mulberry and Johnston families were 

part of a Whellam party which came from Ireland in 
1878. Robert Johnston was married to Christina 
Mulberry. When they arrived they had three children 
Tom, Annie and Christina. They homesteaded on 2-13-
20. Four children were born in Canada, Robert and 
Isabella (twins), Laura and Flora. 

Mrs. Johnston died June 20, 1895. Laura, age four 
and a half years, went to live with Wm. Dohertys. 
Flora was taken by the Wm. Davidson family who 
lived just north of Wallace school. She was adopted by 
them. She was educated at Rapid City and became a 
school teacher. She never married and died at Fron
tier, Saskatchewan in February, 1964. 

Laura went to school at Wallace and attended high 
school in Rapid City. In 1915 she married Arthur 
Belcher. 

Robert Johnston, the father, farmed and later 
worked for Mr. William Wright. He passed away in 
1930. 

THE JAMES KEATLEY FAMILY-by Laura 
Keatley, Speers, Sask. 

James Keatley came to Rapid City from Ontario in 
1898. He was employed by Howden's, Gile's and Peter 
Grieg's. He met Mary McBlain and they were married 
at Rapid City on November 28, 1900. Mr. Keatley then 
worked for Mr. Peplow who owned a flour mill and 
some land at the edge of town. His employment with 
Mr. Peplow continued till 1904, when he and Mrs. 
Keatley moved to the Northwest Territories, now 
Saskatchewan where they homesteaded. 

Their daughter, Laura was born in Rapid City and 
was a resident there for two years until the family 
moved to Saskatchewan. 

THE JOHN KELLY FAMILY-Contributed by 
Margaret Hemingway (Grandc;hild) London, Ontario 

John Kelly and his wife Eliza Ann came to 
Manitoba from Parkhill, Ontario, 1896, accompanied 
by their two children, Madelaine and George. 

They spent the first winter with Eliza's 
parents-Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Edward Cooper of the 
McBride district. 

January, 1897 Mabel Maud was born in Brandon. 
The summer of 1897 was spent on SW 32-14-19. John 

worked with the Coopers. Land was to be purchased 
and a house built the following spring. A death in 
John's family decided the KeUys to return to ParkhilL 

John Kelly passed away at Parkhill, Ontario, Eliza 
Ann Kelly passed away Sept. 21, 1940 at London, On
tario. 

Their children: 
Francis Madeleine - Born October, 1891, at 

Parkhill, Ontario. Married to Charles F. Cowan, 1913, 
died January, 1968, London, Ontario. 

George Edward-Born August, 1893, at Parkhill, 
Ontario. Served with 142 Battalion, CE.:F. Killed in ac
tion-Vimy Ridge, 1916. 

William Thomas, born April 1895, Parkhill, Ontario 
died in infancy. 

Mabel Maud-Born January, 1897, at Brandon, 
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Manitoba. Married Alf Goss, January, 1917, passed 
away April, 1974. London, Ontario. 

James Robert-Born August, 1900, married Mabel 
Allington, September, 1930:" 

William John - Born June, 1904, married Alice 
Noyes, October, 1931, passed away November, 1959. 

JOHN W. KEMP-Contributed by Alice Kemp 
Jack came to Canada from England in 1912 at the 

age of nine with his mother and three brothers. They 
came to Waskada where Mr. Kemp was employed. 
Jack got his schooling at Waskada, but left school at an 
early age to work out on a farm. 

Times were bad in Southern Manitoba in the early 
30's and many were driven off their farms with the 
drought, so jobs were scarce. Jack arrived in the 
Moline and Rapid City area in the fall of 1934. He 
worked the first winter for T. L. Smith and the govern
ment paid the farmer $5.00 t6'hire a man and gave the 
man $5.00 per month. 

In 1939 he married Alice Belcher and shortly after 
joined the Army, and was overseas 5% years. Gerald 
was born in 1940, so was nearly school age before he 
saw his father. 

In 1945 they moved to the SW half of 5-15-19 in the 
Cadurcis District. Gerald got his education at 
Basswood and was very active in 4-H, belonging to 
Basswood Fat Calf Club. Following high school, Gerry 
joined the navy and served for three years. In 1963 he 
married Sharon Sharp and they live in Brandon where 
Gerry is a member of the Brandon Fire Department. 
They have two children Brian and Donna. 

Laura was born in 1952. In 1957 they left the farm 
and moved back to Rapid City where Jack worked for 
construction and Alice graded eggs at the creamery. 
In 1963 they bought the Confectionery from Howard 
Trott and operated it for six years and then sold it to 
Mrs. Ron Evans. 

Laura received her elementary schooling at Rapid 
City and was a student at Elton Collegiate. In July, 
1968 she died of injuries resulting from a car accident. 

Jack ran a road patrol for the Saskatchewan 
Municipality for six years, which was until he retired. 
Jack and Alice belong to several organizations and are 
very busy in their retirement. They are enthusiastic 
golfers and work faithfully for the Club. The Legion 
and auxiliary also receive much of their time and in
terest. Alice has been president of the Legion Aux
iliary twice in Rapid City and began the Basswood 
Legion Auxiliary and served as president for two 
years. She is at present the treasurer of Rapid City 
Auxiliary. She has been Secretary-treasurer of the 
Legion Gardens board since it began until 1978. The 
United Church also takes up much of Alice's time such 
as serving on the Board, the Choir and U.C.W: Curling 
has also been much enjoyed by Jack and Alice and they 
are happy to have been made life members of the 
Rapid City Curling Club and are always willing, if 
able, to help at any time. 

THE HAROLD KEMP AND ALFRED CUTTING 
FAMILY 

Harold Kemp and his close friend, Alfred Cutting, 
left the security of their urban homes in Liverpool, 



England, to seek adventure and a future in the young 
country of Canada. They negotiated for farm land and 
settled on 20-12-19, Elton Municipality in the spring of 
1885. They were both twenty-two years of age. There 
was a very primitive sod house on the farm, and 
among the tales they related in later years, was that of 
lying on their bunks shooting at gophers as they came 
through the holes in the walls. 

The first year Harold worked for Mr. Finlay, north 
of Rapid City, for two reasons: to raise money for the 
erection of a house and a barn and to learn about Cana
dian methods of farming. Alfred was breaking land 
with the team of oxen one day when he was suddenly 
surrounded by a group of horseman-young Indians 
adorned with war-paint. This was the year of the sec
ond Riel Rebellion and the situation was rather tense. 
The young settler with the piercing blue eyes did not 
scare easily; with some English and more sign 
language, Alfred understood they were looking for 
another band. 

A year later, these energetic young men had built a 
two-bedroom house with shingles on the outside and 
plaster within, and a barn. In May 1886, Alfred's 
mother, Sarah Cutting, her son Ernest and daughter 
Beatrice, who was engaged to Harold Kemp, arrived 
from England in the midst of a dust storm. They were 
somewhat astonished, as their idea of farming was the 
lush green fields and hedges of East Anglia. Sarah had 
had a thorough Victorian upbringing and excellent 
training in sewing, cooking and household manage
ment, but had been used to having servants. Like other 
pioneer women, she quickly adapted to churning, rais
ing poultry, making soap, fighting prairie fires, and 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Kemp. 
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often herding cattle. I t was even more of a challenge 
for Beatrice, aged twenty-one, who had no knowledge 
of housekeeping. She had attended a private school for 
girls and had been governess in that school later. 

Washday was a shock! Twin tubs, harsh soap, a 
washboard and slough water containing larvae- to 
which were added some tears! Harold and Beatrice 
were married at St. Thomas' Church, Rapid City, in 
April, 1887. Two little daughters, Mabel and Edith, 
who died in infancy, were buried on the farm as there 
was no church in the district. It was about fifteen 
years later that Dorothy Elizabeth was born. In 1906 
Harold's brother, Captain Aurthur Kemp, came from 
England. The brothers proceeded to build the large 
brick house into which the family moved in 1907. The 
farm was named "Hillview." 

In June, 1908 Alfred's fiance, Frances Ann Smith, 
arrived from England and they were married in Win
nipeg. Ernest Cutting married Martha James of the 
Oakleigh district in 1913. The Cutting family sold their 
farm and moved to the Arrow Lakes area in British 
Columbia in 1920. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Kemp participated in many of 
the social activities in Rapid City's early days and 
were founding members of st. Georges' Church, Elton. 
Mrs. Kemp died in June, 1925. In January, 1927 
Dorothy married Arthur F.. G. Drake of Cam
bridgshire, England. Their elder daughter Pamela 
Beatrice (Mrs. Vernon Forster) has two daughters: 
Victoria Pamela and Helen Elizabeth. Nancy 
Elizabeth and Susan Jennifer. Harold Kemp died in 
October, 1939, the very day of the auction sale of his 
possessions at Hillview. Mr. and Mrs. Drake have 
spent most of their married life in British Columbia 
and they now enjoy retirement at Kelowna. 

ALlCE AND VICTOR KILLE 
Victor came to Canada from Hampshire, England 

in 1913. He married Alice Varcoe in 1915 and settled on 
part of her father's, Seth Varcoe, farm. In 1966 they 
sold the farm and took up residence in Rapid City. Vic
tor passed away in 1970 and Alice moved to Minnedosa, 
selling her house to Wm. Argo. In 1976 she married 
Howard Scarrow and they reside in Brandon. There 
are two sons; Stuart Kille, Rapid City and Leslie Kille, 
Winnipeg, and five grandsons. 

Victor was a director of the Agricultural Society 
and Rapid City Pool Elevator Association. He was ac
tive in the Masonic Lodge. Alice was an active 
member of the V.C.W. 

A. S. KING (STEWART) 
It was in August 1930 that Stewart came to Rapid 

City from Foxwarren, Manitoba as grain buyer for the 
Manitoba Pool Elevator. His working hours could be 
anywhere from 6 a.m. to 12:30 a.m. during the busy 
season. Most of the grain was hauled in by horses and 
wagons. There were a few truckers who hauled in the 
grain for farmers. 

While in Rapid City, Stewart was quite active in 
various activities: Oddfellows, where he held the posi
tion of Secretary-Treasurer for a number of years; 



also in the Legion Branch No. 49; a member of the 
Game and Fish Association; also a keen curler and a 
member of the Church Board. 

He was granted a few days holiday at the end of Oc
tober so that he could marry Mary Hunter also of Fox
warren. He brought her to Rapid City on Hallowe'en. 

A daughter Donalda Jean was born in Rapid City, 
1934 and a son Raymond Hunter was born three years 
later in 1937. 

In 1947 the family moved to Glenboro, Man. where 
Stewart was agent for the Manitoba Pool Elevator for 
a few years. 

In 1951 they moved to Harding, Man. as agent there. 
Donalda entered the University of Manitoba as a 
Home Ec. student. She joined the air force while in 
university, and was sent to Trenton, Ontario during 
her holidays for training where she met her future hus
band Martin C. Smith. They were married in 1956. 

They live in Ladysmith, B.C. Donalda is a coun
cillor in Nanaimo High School and Martin works in the 
pulp mill in Crofton. They have two daughters, Lillah 
and Linda. 

Ray attended school in Harding and continued his 
studies in Hamiota. He took a course in meteorology in 
Winnipeg and Toronto. Then he was sent to Fort 
Churchill and Coral Harbour for a couple of years. He 
was killed in an automobile accident while holidaying 
in U.S.A. in 1959. 

In August 1966 Stewart retired from the elevator 
and moved to Kenton, Man. where he and his wife still 
reside. 

DAN AND JAN KOLLESAVICH 
Daniel George Kolle savich was born at Sturgis, 

Saskatchewan in 1936 and moved with his family to 
Elma, Manitoba in 1946. He joined the Canadian 
Pacific Railway Company in 1953 as agent operator on 
the Kenora Division. 

Janet Ruth (Wolfe) was born in 1937 at The Pas, 
Manitoba. The family moved to Port Arthur, Ontario 
in 1940. Dan and Jan were married in Port Arthur in 
1957 and their four sons were born there: James 
Douglas, 1958, Gerald Daniel, 1959, David John, 1961 
and Robert William in 1963. 

After residing at Port Arthur, Raith, Ont. and 
Goodlands, Man. the Kollesavich family came to 
Rapid City in 1966 and lived in the C.P.R. station 
house. Jan was the agent here until the station was 
closed in 1971. She was then employed by the Manitoba 
Telephone System as operator till they left town. Dan 
worked primarily as train dispatcher for the C.P.R. in 
Brandon, Kenora and Winnipeg but also relieved 
agents and operators in various towns in the province. 

In 1971 they built a new home on 3rd A venue and 
resided there until 1975 when they sold their home to 
Ross Underhill and moved to Winnipeg. 

While here the family were all actively involved in 
the community, especially in sports. The boys ex
celled in hockey and baseball with Dan coaching in 
both areas. Jan assisted with the skating rinks, ladies' 
curling club and Anglican Church Women. 
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KROEGER FAMILY HISTORY 
George and Katie Kroeger emigrated to Canada 

with their two eldest children in 1928. They came from 
Southern Russia (near the Black Sea) and the trip was 
made in two stages. The first stage was from Russia to 
England, and the second from England to St. John's, 
Newfoundland. 

They first moved to Herbert, Sask. where they lived 
for two years and then farmed in Namaka, Alberta for 
five years and then Blue Ridge, Alberta for five years. 
They moved to the Rapid City district in 1940 and have 
farmed the SE of 3-13-20 since. 

Nine more children were born to them between the 
years of 1928-1944, making a total of six sons and five 
daughters. 

Peter married Helen Penner and they now reside in 
Winnipeg. They have two daughters and one son. 

Helen married John Krahn of Brandon where they 
now live. They have two daughters, one son and two 
grandchildren. 

George married Katie Fast, formerly of the Rapid 
City district. They have three sons; Garry, Bill and 
Dale. They farmed the NW 35-12-20 for seventeen 
years, before moving from the district in 1971. They 
now reside in Rivers. 

Ed is single and resides on the home farm in the 
Rapid City area. 

Katie married Bill Enns and moved from Vita, 
Man. to Black Creek on Vancouver Island. They have 
three sons and two daughters. 

Henry married Selma Epp and they live in Win
nipeg, Man. where he is owner of North Kildonan 
Motors. They have three daughters. 

Margaret lives on the home farm at Rapid City and 
commutes to Brandon daily where she works as a 
teacher at Assiniboine Community College. 

Hertha married Eric Martens of Rapid City and 
they presently farm the west half of 12-13-20. Hertha is 
employed at the Royal Bank in Rivers as a steno. They 
have two daughters, Karen and Roxanne, and one son, 
Rick. Eric is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Abe Martens of 
Rapid City. 

John married Mavis Perrett of Rivers, Man. They 
have two sons and one daughter and reside in Calgary, 
Alberta. 

Jake married Lynn Airey of Rivers. They have 
three daughters; Jacqueline, Michelle and Tamara. 
They presently farm SE of 3-13-20. 

Marion married Thomas Johnson of Liverpool, 
England. They are presently living in Toronto, On
tario. 

George and Katie Kroeger celebrated their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary in October, 1973. George 
Kroeger, Sr. is still active in farming and enjoys gar
dening. Katie Kroeger died in August, 1977, in her 76th 
year. 

HENRY KROFT FAMILY 
Henry was born June, 1879 in Listowel, Ontario 

coming west to Manitoba in 1900. During this time he 
was working for Mr. Wm. Howden of the Zion District. 
He later homesteaded on Section 13-14-21 with his 
brother Adam for a few years. He then bought the N 1/2 



Mr. and Mrs. Henry Kroft. 

9-14-20 from Mr. William McLaughlin which he farmed 
for several years. 

He married Elizabeth Bollman in July, 1906. They 
raised a family and farmed in the Moline District until 
retirement. In March, 1944 they moved into Rapid 
City. 

They had two daughters and one son. Mrs. Edna 
Monroe, Glencoe, Ontario, deceased 1974; Gordon of 
Beadle, Saskatchewan, deceased 1966; Mrs. Robert 
McKinnon (Mary) of Rapid City, Manitoba and five 
grandchildren. 

Mr. Kroft passed away March 1956, predeceased by 
his wife in January, 1955. 

GORDON MULVEY KROFT 
Gordon was born at Moline, Manitoba in March, 

1911 (son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Henry Kroft). He 
was educated in the Moline School and was a member 
of the Trail Rangers. 

He married Agnes Lilley of Basswood in January, 
1929. They farmed in the Moline District for several 
years where their family was born; moving to Rapid 
City in 1942 to the milk ranch purchased from Mr. 
McFadyen. Later he worked for J. J. Jackson and Co. 
building roads around Manitoba and Saskatchewan un
til health reasons forced him to change jobs. The fami
ly moved west to Beadle, Saskatchewan in 1954 where 
he ran the Federal Grain Elevator Co. for ten years 
and also worked for the Municipality of Kindersley un
til ill health forced him to retire. 
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They have a family of two daughters and one son. 
Mrs. Wm. Struthers (Vanetta) Kindersley, 
Saskatchewan; Mrs. Gordon Criss (Elva) Calgary, 
Alberta and Mulvey of Medicine Hat, Alberta. They 
also have twelve grandchildren. 

Gordon passed away November, 1966. His widow 
lives in Calgary. Gordon's greatest interests were 
sports, calling for square dances and especially the 
LO.O.F. of which he was a faithful member. 

FERNAND AND ADELE LAFERRIERE 
Fernand Laferriere was born in Aubigny, Manitoba 

and Adele was born in Sperling, Manitoba. They were 
married and went farming at Sperling for about ten 
years. In 1954 they moved to the Roseneath district 
and bought a farm from Harry Meadows. This is ten 
miles east of Rapid City. In 1974, Fern and Adele 
retired to Rapid City where they built a new home on 
the old grist mill site. 

They raised a family of two sons and two 
daughters: Louis, Claude, Joyce and Mavis. 

Louis, their oldest son, is now living at Steinbach, 
Man. 

Claude married Gail Coxe, also of the Roseneath 
district. They are living on the home farm. 

Joyce married Wayne Lewis of the Roseneath dis
trict and they live in Rapid City. 

Mavis married James Stewart of Rapid City and 
they reside in Brandon. 

ROBERT W. LAMB FAMILY 
Bob and Isabelle Lamb (nee Garden) moved from a 

farm west of Moose Jaw, Sask. in Sept. 1949 and 
purchased W liz 18-14-20 from A. J. Berlet at Moline. 
On our farm in Moose Jaw we were connected to 
Saskatchewan Power lines so we had electrical 
appliances for house and farm. The power lines were 
not connected at our new farm at that time so we found 
ourselves back to the wood burning cook stove, coal in 
the furnace, coal-oil and gas lamps and heating water 
for washing on the stove. However the power lines 
came through in 1950 so we were able to use our 
appliances. 

We raised three sons, Keith, Kenneth and Dennis. 
They all attended the Moline Elementary School and 
Rivers Collegiate. 

Keith was born in Moose Jaw in 1944. He married 
Margaret Veenbass of Rivers. They have a son Vaughn 
and daughter Allison. Keith is now manager of the 
Farmers Co-op Seed Cleaning Plant in Rivers. 

Kenneth was also born in Moose Jaw in 1946. After 
completing High School in Rivers, he went to Winnipeg 
and took a two year electronic course. He then worked 
at Bristol Aerospace in Winnipeg for several years. 
Kenneth married Nettie Eliaz and they have a son 
Brian and a daughter Cynthia. They now live in Saska
toon, Sask. and Ken works for Space Engineering divi
sion. 

Dennis was born in Minnedosa in 1950. He lives at 
home and operates the farm along with his father. 
Dennis has been renting the land of the Estate of 
Conrad Soldan for some years and is now purchasing 
part of their farm from his father. 



In 1964 we were able to purchase the NW %-7-14-20 
and E 1fz 7-14-20 from Dick Brazzell and still farm 
this property. We have made many changes in the 
farm yard through the years. We built a new barn, 
workshop and metal machine shed. In 1962 we installed 
plumbing and water lines to the house and pig barn. 
Following that we remodeled the kitchen and built in 
cupboards. On the outside we took off the verendah 
and built in a planter on the south and east side of the 
house for flowers. These past years have brought 
many changes to our family and farm enterprise. 

THE AUSTIN WILBUR LEFLAR FAMILY 
Austin Wilbur Leflar and Mary Jane (Shannon) 

Leflar, were early pioneers and arrived in Rapid City 
in 1879, coming to Winnipeg on the "Countess of 
Dufferin" train and from there to Rapid City bY"pxen. 
It took eleven days to reach Rapid City, where they 
took up a homestead, southeast of the village of Rapid 
City sharing the many hardships and experiences com
mon to the hardy pioneers. 

Mrs. Leflar's brother, Thomas Foster Shannon and 
family who made the trip from Ontario with them, will 
be remembered as a contractor and builder. He built 
many buildings in Rapid City and district and some are 
still standing. 

Mr. Leflar after leaving the homestead was an ac
countant and real estate agent and for many years 
bookkeeper and office manager of Rapid City Woollen 
Mills established about 1902. 

Mr. Leflar was of United Empire Loyalist stock. 
Mr. and Mrs. Leflar had five daughters: 
Maude, Ethel, Wilma, Enid and Minotah. 

Contributed by Kathleen (Young) McNeil 

BARRY AND WILLA LEVASSEUR - SW 32-14-20W 
Moline is our home and our community. Before 

moving here we lived on a few acres of land near 
Lockport, Manitoba. Barry was employed as a branch 
manager of a glass company in Selkirk, a job he en
joyed, but always with the thought of someday being a 
farmer. 

In the fall of 1973 we arranged to purchase the farm 
of Wellington and Jessie S1. John at Moline. On April 
1st, 1974 we moved here with our children, cats, dogs, 
horses, cows and a few chickens. What excitement! 

Moving to the farm was a delightful experience for 
our three children, a boy Terry, and two girls, Wanda 
and Janey whose ages were eight, seven and five. It 
was the beginning of a new way of life for us all with 
Daddy working at home and all of us helping together 
to make a living here. 

Although times may have changed in many ways, 
I'm sure we share the same joys, sorrows, hopes and 
fears that possessed the hearts of those who settled 
here many years ago. 

LEWIS 
In October 1969 Wayne Lewis and Joyce Laferriere 

were married and made their home in Rapid City. 
They purchased the old Birkenshaw house, on 4th 
Avenue, from Ron and Edie Evans (built in 1900 by H. 
c. Ross). 
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Rapid City was a central location for Wayne work
ing in Minnedosa and Joyce working at Forrest. They 
now farm in the Minnedosa-Roseneath district where 
they both lived as children. Wayne is the son of Harvey 
and Dorothy Lewis and Joyce a daughter of Fernand 
and Adele Laferriere. 

They have two children, Sherri, born :0!ovember 
1971 and Trina, born December 1972. 

LIDGATE HISTORY 
Robert Lidgate came to Rapid City from Paris, On

tario in 1908 and worked for the Town of Rapid City. 
He married Maude E. Tucker from Owen Sound, On
tario in 1909. They had four children, three daughters 
and a son. One of the daughters died in infancy. 
Edward D. was born in Rapid City in January, 1910. 
The family moved to Transcona in 1914 where Mildred 
and Eileen were born. Robert worked for the Town of 
Transcona until his retirement in 1950. Edward D. 
married Beatrice Carroll of Rapid City and worked for 
forty-three years with Winnipeg Hydro until his retire
ment in 1972. Mildred married Russell Maley a sheet 
metal worker with the C.N.R. and lives in 8t. Vital and 
raised four daughters. Eileen married Roy Thompson 
and lives in Flin Flon. They have a son and a daughter. 
Roy works for Hudson Bay Mining. Maude died in 
January, 1967 and Robert died in January, 1972. 

THE LINDENBERG FAMILY 
Louis and Emily Lindenberg (nee Ozol) were born 

in Latvia in 1885 and 1889 respectively. They emigrated 
to Canada as young people with their parents who took 
up homesteads at Libau, northeast of Winnipeg. They 
were married on August 8th, 1908, at Libau, where 
they farmed for a short time. In 1913 they moved to 
Winnipeg where Louis engaged in the construction 
business. Houses were difficult to sell when World War 
I commenced, so in the spring of 1915, they decided to 
take up farming north of Rapid City in the McBride 
district. They purchased the farm originally 
homesteaded by Gregor MacGregor in the year 1882. 

Through the unpredictable whims of Mother 
Nature, rust epidemics, and oft times uncertain in
come, they raised their family of Arwid, Bruno, 
Arthur and Louise. It was during the depression years 
that the Lindenberg family decided to specialize in 
seed production on their farm, beginning with such 
crops as Registered Lincoln Peas, and Crested Wheat 
Grass. 

In 1935, the first seed packets of Lindenberg Garden 
seeds were merchandised through a small mail order 
catalogue and through store outlets. This newly es
tablished firm was known as Lindenberg Bros., with 
Arwid and Bruno being the founders, along with their 
father. This small company moved to Rapid City, oc
cupying the former Charlie Beattie grocery store 
building. In 1941, the business was re-Iocated in the 
city of Brandon, from where it has branched out to 
serve all of Manitoba, Saskatchewan, as well as other 
parts of Canada. 



Prior to 1938, the Lindenberg family's community 
endeavors centred, for the most part, around the dis
tricts of McBride and Cadurcis. In the early 1920's 
their church association was with the McBride School 
Mission, whose ministry was often carried on by 
capable lay persons. When the Cadurcis United Church 
came into being, as a result of church union and a well 
organized Sunday School was formed, the Lindenberg 
family worshipped at Cadurcis. 

During the depressing, but challenging years of the 
1930's, the various members of the family took part in 
many secular activities, such as broom ball at Rapid 
City, soccer with the successful Basswood team, 
baseball and softball teams at Cadurcis. All members 
of the family sang in the district church choirs. Father 
Lindenberg served as trustee at McBride SchooL 
Arwid taught a class at Cadurcis Sunday School, and 
all members of the family contributed, in various 
ways to the Young People's Society and other projects. 

Arwid married Grace Fuller of Rapid City in 1941. 
They have five boys, Lorne, Donald, Roderick, Gerald 
and Murray. 

Bruno married Beatrice Fuller of Rapid City in 
1946. They have three children: Eric, Carla and Brian. 
A son Douglas died in 1956. 

Arthur married Eunice Hodgkinson of Belmont in 
1951. They have three children: Marie, Gordon and 
David. 

Louise married Jack Falconer of Brandon in 1952. 
They have two children: Carol and Patrick. 

In 1968, the Canadian Seed Grower's Association 
awarded Louis and Arthur Lindenberg with the 
Robertson Associate Award in recognition of their con
tribution to agriculture through seed production. 

Both Louis and Emily passed away in 1973, and are 
survived by all their children and thirteen 
grandchildren. 

LOCKHART HISTORY 
Andrew A. Lockhart and his wife Janet with their 

nine children came to Rapid City in 1879. They came 
with a party of colonists under the leadership of a Mr. 
Whellmans. 

They homesteaded at the farm southwest of Rapid 
City now known as Oakleigh. They also had a house 
built in Rapid City. 

Andrew Lockhart died suddenly six months after 
their arrival, leaving his wife Janet with the nine 
children - the oldest, Jane, sixteen years old. 

The older boys Hugh, William, and Andrew (Dan) 
worked on the farm. Hannah, Agnes, Ted and Bob 
(twins) and Janet (Nettie) comprised the family. 

Hugh married Daisy Trann from Beresford. Daisy 
was a school teacher. William taught school and then 
attended Medical College in Winnipeg. He later moved 
to Carnduff, Saskatchewan. Hannah (Dolly) became a 
pharmacist. She was located in Carnduff. Andrew 
(Dan) was a veterinary surgeon. He married Myra 
Brereton of Toronto. Agnes was a teacher and taught 
at Elphinstone, Ted and Bob had farms. Janet (Nettie) 
stayed as a companion for her mother until her 
marriage to Dr. J. M. Young, D.C.M.S. Jane married 
Wm. Rea of Rivers. 
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LONDRY HISTORY 
Archibald and Eliza Londry and family came from 

Ontario in the early 1880's to settle in Rapid City, 
where he was employed in the woollen mill and the 
brick yard. 

Archie's great-grandfather John Baptiste Landry 
and his son Thomas left New York state in 1834 in a 
boat built in Johns shipyard and made their way by 
water-route to Meaford on Georgian Bay. Of their 
descendants only Archie and his younger brother Ed 
ventured west to Manitoba. 

Archibald Londry family; left to right standing, 
Tom, Eva, Jim; seated Emma, Mrs. Londry, Roy, Mr. 
Londry, Frank. 

In 1891 the family moved to the N.W. quarter of the 
section where Hunterville church is located. Jack 
McKenzie recalled that Mr. Londry taught in the Sun
day School held in the old school house and he was one 
of the elders when the church was built in 1904. 

In succeeding years they farmed on Sec. 28-13-18 
and on the farm now owned by Clare Coxe. In 1910 they 
retired to Minnedosa where they built a brick cottage 
on Tilston Street, the present residence of Wm. and 
Bertha Thompson. 

Roy, the youngest of their family remained on the 
family farm until 1918 when he and his wife, the 
former Lizzie Smith of Hazelwood, moved to the 
Riverdale area. 

This valley land, where water and pasture were 
plentiful lent itself to livestock production and 
registered Hereford cattle and Percheron and 
Standard-bred horses were raised. Roy enjoyed fitting 
stock for the show ring and was a regular competitor 
on the show circuit until his retirement to Minnedosa 
in 1956. 

During their farming years they often employed 
two or three men, some of whom remained with them 
for many years. Lizzie Landry loved to cook and to 
have a well-kept house and showed as much concern 
for the needs and comfort of their hired help as for her 
own family. 



The depression years saw prices of breeding stock 
decline in relationship to that of slaughter cattle. Their 
son, Archie remembers seeing Mr. Bill Atkinson of 
Riverdale walk up to their home with his old crooked 
willow walking stick and buy for $25.00 a registered 
bull which was later delivered to his home by wagon 
box. At that time steer prices were $2.00 a hundred. 

How much more difficult, it was for those whose 
only source of water was several miles from their 
home. The Mike Sturgeons, who farmed where Cecil 
Bayes now lives, drove their cattle three miles to the 
river at Riverdale for their daily drink of water. 

Ida and Archie Londry inherited their parents' lik
ing for livestock and became members of the 
Minnedosa Boys and Girls Calf Club the forerunner 
of 4-H - when it was organized in the early 30's. In 
1938 Archie's Manitoba Winter Fair Champion Steer 
sold for 18¢ a lb. With the exception of his three years 
with the R.C.A.F., Archie has exhibited continuously 
at the Winter Fair for forty-five years. 

Ida married Arthur Wilson of Alemeda, Sask., in 
1941 and she is presently living in Steinbach. 

Archie and his wife, the former Winona Horner live 
in the Tremaine district on the farm which he 
purchased from W. D. l'4cKenzie in 1946. He has main
tained an interest in the "white-faced" cattle and has 
built up a small herd of Simmental. Their son David 
married Shirley Griffiths of Oak River and they and 
their son Denis live in Ottawa where David a 
mechanical engineer is involved in computer develop
ment. 

Of the orginal pioneer family only Mrs. Emma 
Taylor remains. Now in her 84th year she lives in Ed
monton with her daughter Elva. 

Archi bald Londry, 1855-1931. 
Eliza Londry, 1854-1932. 
Tom (twin), 1880-1959, Minnedosa, Married Maude 

Wilson, Sherriff, horse trader, auctioneer, car dealer. 
Jim (twin), 1880-1945, Winnipeg, married Mary 

Scott. Massey Harris Co. 
Effie, 1881-1894. 
Eva, 1885-1931, Roseneath District. Mrs. Dave 

Neabel. 
Frank, 1891-1970, Brandon and Rapid City, married 

Maude Tennant. Butcher shop in Brandon, restaurant 
in Rapid City. 

Emma, 1894, Havelock and Edmonton - Mrs. 
Frank Taylor. 

Roy, 1896-1968, Minnedosa, married Lizzie Smith, 
farmer. 

CHARLES WILLIAM LOADER 
Charles Loader was born in Thame, Oxfordshire, 

England, in 1882. He came to Canada in 1905. During 
his early years in Canada he was engaged in the 
building of the branch lines of the Canadian National 
Railway. He was employed as a surveyor in Manitoba, 
Yellow Head and Blue River. His stories and pictures 
of that era were like a page in history. He was 
employed as a resident engineer until 1914 when he 
gave up railroading. 

Mr. Loader's next venture was building and 
operating a general store at Cordova and Brookdale. 
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The Brookdale Store was burned down, and to be alUv 
to collect insurance he set up a business at Brookdale 
for a short period. Marjorie Graham from Rapid City 
was teaching at Brookdale at the time and induced 
them to come Rapid City. He and his wife Florence 
(Rear) were very active in Church and community af
fairs. Mr. Loader was an enthusiastic lover of music. 
Mrs. Bess Rear, sister of Mrs. Loader, and her 
daughter Elaine resided with them. Mrs. Rear, who 
was born at Oxenham, Prince Edward Island, was an 
accomplished seamstress. She was an active member 
of the United Church. Elaine took her schooling to 
Grade IX here. 

In 1944 they retired to Vancouver. His wife 
Florence passed away and a few years later he 
married Margery Sirett, of Vancouver. He was very 
interested in youth and their future. His Zest for life 
won him many friends who gathered to congratulate 
"Uncle Charlie" as he was known on his 93rd birthday 
in 1975. He passed away in Vancouver on March 14th, 
1976, and is buried at Neepawa Cemetery. Mrs. Loader 
still resides at Vancouver. 

Elaine (Rear) Corfield lives at Sunnyvale, Califor
nia and has three children. Harry Moore, Rapid City, 
is a half brother of Mr. Loader. 

THE GEORGE LONG FAMILY 
On the death of her only daughter, Emma Long was 

without immediate family in England. She expressed a 
wish to join her two sons in Canada, providing her 
cousin's thirteen year old daughter, Linda May Atkin
son, was given parental permission to accompany her. 
Linda had spent many school holidays with "Aunt Em
ma" in Crawley, Sussex and a close bond had 
developed between them. These pleasant periods had 
also afforded Linda the opportunity to attend Miss 
Burgess' School of Music. 

Daniel George and Augustus Benjamin (Gus to all 
who knew him), farming on the north 1f2 of 8-13-18, 
Odanah Municipality (which they named 
"Harringay"), prepared for the arrival of their 
mother and second cousin in May, 1895. The new
comers adapted quickly to a very different way of life 
and they enjoyed the company of good friends and 
neighbors. Although Linda's formal and musical 
education ceased, they had brought their piano with 
them; she continued to study theory and to practice 
diligently. 

After Emma's death in February, 1901. Miss Mary 
Smith of Oakleigh district (known affectionately as 
"Aunt Polly") lived with the family until George and 
Linda were married in 1902. George had acquired the 
west 112 of 3-13-19, Saskatchewan Municipality and 
there they made their permanent home. 

Gus owned part of 35-12-19, Elton Municipality. To 
quote him in later years: "When felling oak trees one 
day, I straightened my back and decided there MUST 
be an easier way to earn a living"! He developed a 
very successful implement business in Kelliher, 
Saskatchewan. He and his wife Martha retired to 
Regina in 1960. Gus was predeceased by Martha in 
1964; his death occurred in July, 1967 at the age of 98. 
Their eldest son, Augustus George and his wife Helen, 



now living in Brandon are known to many residents of 
Rapid City. Their eldest daughter, Cheryl Joyce 
married Carl Gibb in 1972; Deborah Anne lives at 
home. 

George and Linda had two daughters: Marjorie 
May and Phyllis Maud. The family participated in 
community activities. St. Georges' Church, Elton, 
knew them as staunch supporters. Linda's musical 
ability as an accompanist was shared with others in 
many ways. Undue concern, perhaps, was expressed 
by some Rapid City friends re Linda's "bravery" in 
driving such a wild, nervous horse, with the buggy, to 
town. In reality, Goldie plodded along, completely 
bored with the trip until they reached the outskirts of 
Rapid City. At that point, with his head and tail high, 
he pranced into town in his best form! 

George was a methodical farmer who, in spite of 
the depression years, had reasonable success in that 
field. He died in March 1941 in his 73rd year. Linda sold 
the "Maples" in 1947; moved to Brandon where she 
lived for thirty years. At the age of eighty-nine am
putation of both legs necessitated a move to Fairview 
Personal Care Home. She died in October, 1972. 

Marjorie and Phyllis both acquired their basic 
education at Wallace and Rapid City High Schools; and 
their nursing education at Brandon General HospitaL 
After several years of private duty nursing, Marjorie 
married Leonard George Budd of Minnedosa. They 
lived at Churchill for four years; then a number of 
Saskatchewan towns were called 'home'. Subsequent 
transfers followed to Hamiota, Winnipeg and Carman, 
where they now live. 

Phyllis Long, 1944. 

Arthur Hubert George was born in 1940. He now 
lives in Winnipeg, having been employed in the field of 
finance in various centers in Manitoba and Ontario. He 
married Valerie Lockwood in 1963. They have three 
children: Patricia May, twelve, Gerald Douglas, ten 
and Jennifer Elizabeth, six years of age. 

Douglas rosham was born in 1942. On completing 
high school he served in the Royal Canadian Navy, 
then transferred to the Department of External Af
fairs. He married Norine Crowhurst in 1969. Christine 
Linda, four, and Angela Marie, two are their two 
daughters. They live in Ottawa at the present time. 
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Phyllis, soon after graduation from the school of 
nursing in 1943, joined the RC.A.M.C., serving only in 
Canada. She was employed at Deer Lodge Hospital, 
Winnipeg for four years before spending one and one
half years in England. Returning to Brandon and Bran
don General Hospital, she undertook graduate studies, 
subsequently joining the faculty in the school of 
nursing. She taught in that institution until 1975. She 
lives in Brandon. 

THE LUKERS 
During the fall of 1879 Richard Luker brought his 

family from Hensal, Ontario to what was Huron Settle
ment, later known as Moline. They travelled by C.P.R 
rail to Detroit, Minnesota, St. Paul and St. Boniface, 
Manitoba. The settlers he came with had brought by 
train, team, wagon, democrat, implements, etc. They 
hitched one team to the wagon and filled it with 
necessities and the other team to the democrat for the 
women and children. They proceeded for Moline. They 
went first to Portage la Prairie and then on to Moline 
where they arrived in November 1879. 

Richard Luker's family of John, Dave and Maggie 
attended the first school built in Moline in 1889. It was 
at this school, years later, that Florence Cooper, who 
became John Luker's wife, was to teach as the second 
teacher. Two more daughters, Ethel and Ruby, were 
born to Richard and his wife after settling at Moline. 
When a new school was built in 1948 Mr. and Mrs. John 
Luker attended the opening and John, along with the 
other pupils who had attended that first school, 
presented Mrs. Hunter with a bouquet of flowers. 
After Richard Luker passed away his wife, Helen, 
bought two different homes in Rapid City and during 
the latter part of her life she lived with her son John 
and his family. 

John Luker was born in Hensal, Ontario in 
November, 1874. He settled in Moline in 1879 with his 
parents. He worked for the Winnipeg Street Railway 
from 1903 until moving to Rapid City in 1911. He 
worked first with the C.N.R and then with the C.P.R 
until he retired in 1940. He belonged to the Rapid City 
I.O.O.F. Lodge for fifty-four years. He died at 
Minnedosa Hospital on April 3rd, 1955. Florence (nee 
Cooper) Luker, John's wife, was born at Treherne, 
Manitoba on September 23rd, 1880. She attended Nor
mal School in Winnipeg and taught school at Moline. 
She moved with her husband John to Rapid City in 
1911. This move was to be just for the winter; it turned 
out to be a long winter! She was a devoted member of 
the Rebekah Lodge. She died at Minnedosa Hospital on 
December 14th, 1961. Mr. and Mrs. John Luker had ten 
children, two died in infancy. 

Sidney Luker was born in Winnipeg. He grew up and 
went to school in Rapid City. They had two children, 
Lillian Antoniw and Leonard. Sidney worked at 
Western Steel in Winnipeg during the war years, mov
ing back to Rapid City in 1945. He worked as an in
terior decorator, for Manitoba Hydro and the 
Manitoba Telephone System. Prior to ill health he was 
caretaker at the Rapid City School. He was a member 
of the Corinthian Lodge. He died at Assiniboine 
Hospital, Brandon on February 2nd, 1968. 



Art Luker was born in Winnipeg. He received his 
education at Rapid City. He took a course in radio and 
was Manager of Dial Radio at The Pas. He married 
Gladys Parliament. They moved to Flin Flon where 
Art worked for the T. Eaton Company until he retired 
in 1974. Art and Gladys presently make their home in 
Brandon. They have one daughter, Carole Stouffer, one 
granddaughter and a grandson. 

Irene was born in Winnipeg, and was educated in 
Rapid City. She worked for many years as a telephone 
operator at Rapid City. She married Clifford 
Campbell. During the war years she lived in Brandon 
and Allendale. She has one daughter, Gail Zuliniak, 
one granddaughter and three grandsons. She now 
makes her home at Kitimat, B.C. 

Edward Luker was born in Rapid City where he 
grew up and received his education. He is well known 
in the farm area north of Rapid City where he worked 
for many years. He joined the Canadian Army and was 
stationed at Brandon, London, Ontario, England and 
on the Continent. He signed up for the Far East but 
was on the boat on his way home when the war finally 
ended. He married Nora Holmstrom. They have one 
daughter, Lola Mae Crawley and several 
grandchildren. Ed recently retired from the Manitoba 
Hydro in Brandon· where he had worked for over 
twenty-five years. He is now living in Basswood. 

Dave Luker was born in Rapid City where he 
received his education. Like many more he did odd 
jobs during the thirties. He joined the Royal Canadian 
Artillery during the war and served in Canada, 
England and on the Continent. After returning from 
overseas he eventually started work at Rivers Airport. 
He died at Minnedosa Hospital on July 16th, 1975. 

Helen was born at Rapid City where she grew up 
and received her education. She worked for awhile in 
Winnipeg, and attended Dominion Business College. 
She joined the Canadian Women's Army Corps in 1942, 
and was stationed at Shilo, Brandon, Saskatoon, Win
nipeg and London, England. The highlight of her stay 
in England was spending a Sunday with Dave and 
Allan whom she hadn't seen for three years. They 
were joined by their cousin, Morley Jahrig. After re
turning from overseas in February, 1946 she spent 
several months in Winnipeg and then moved to Flin 
Flon in September, 1946. She met and married Bert 
Imrie. She is still living in FHn Flon and has many hap
py memories of life in Rapid City. 

Allan Luker was born in Rapid City where he grew 
up and received his education. He joined the Royal 
Canadian Artillery at Portage la Prairie and was 
stationed at Winnipeg, Shilo and Petawawa before go
ing overseas. He served in England, Italy and worked 
his way back to England. He returned to Canada and 
Rapid City in 1945. He obtained work at the Airport in 
Rivers. His last year or two he could be found working 
at the Cafe in Rapid City. He always had a smile for 
everyone. He died at the Health Science Centre on 
January 29th, 1975. 

Hazel was born at Brandon General Hospital. The 
baby of the Luker'S grew up and received her educa-
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tion at Rapid City. She worked for awhile for 
Lindenberg Seeds at 'Brandon. She married Victor 
Frost. Hazel had to be different-she didn't want her 
family to be born all in one place, so Ken was born in 
Virden, Bev in Swan River and Ian in Winnipeg. She 
still calls Winnipeg home. Ken is married and has one 
son. 

The Luker's didn't have much as far as money went 
during their younger days, but they did have plenty of 
love and fun. 

LUMSDEN FAMILY HISTORY 
Mr. and Mrs. James Lumsden came to the Rapid 

City district in the fall of 1940. They moved to the farm 
on the NW 1/4 of 23-13-19 now owned by Alf and Ethel 
Black. John, Mary and Robert accompanied their 
parents. Harry was in the Army Service Corps 1939-
45. Margaret a member of the St. John Ambulance 
Nursing Sisters from 1942-45. 

Robert joined the services, 4th Armoured Division 
in 1942, going overseas in that year. 

James Lumsden passed away suddenly in January 
1944. Bob returned home in 1944 to operate the farm, 
doing so for the next two years. He was employed at 
the University for two years, renting farms for the 
next few years in the Morris and Rapid City district. 

Mrs. Lumsden, John and Mary moved to Winnipeg 
where Mary clerked in the Hudson's Bay store. In 1949 
she married John Prost of Winnipeg where they still 
reside. They have two sons and one daughter. Mrs. 
Lumsden returned to Rapid City in 1955. She passed 
away in 1963. John has been employed on farms in sur
rounding areas. 

On June 22, 1951, Bob married Mabel Patterson of 
Newdale. She was a telephone operator there. They 
resided on the farm now owned by Gurr's. Bob and 
Mabel spent two years at Morris. A son Lyle was born 
on May 6, 1954. 

In 1955 they returned to Rapid City and took up 
residence in the Tremaine district. In December of 
1960 they bought the 1f2 of 25-13-19 from Tully McKen
zie. 

Lyle received his education at Tremaine School and 
Elton Collegiate. He joined the Royal Bank staff and 
was employed for five years. He is now living in Win
nipeg and is a Dry-Wall mechanic. 

In the fall of 1974 Bob sold the farm to Barry Gurr. 
He moved to Neepawa and is now employed at the 
Water Treatment Plant. 

Bob and Mabel have been active in all community 
projects. Bob has been a trustee of Tremaine School, a 
director of the Rapid City Pool elevator, a member of 
the Tremaine M.F.A.C., on the Hunterville Church 
board, Tremaine community club, leader of the 4-H 
Beef Club, a past president of Rapid City Legion, 
P.N.G. of Rapid City LO.O.F. lodge and director of the 
Rapid City Agricultural Society. Mabel is a member of 
the Rapid City Rebekah lodge, Hunterville United 
Church Women and Tremaine Community Club. 

Lyle has been active in the 4-H Beef Club of Rapid 
City, winning several trophies and award trips. 



A. E. LYNE FAMILY HISTORY 
Albert Edward Lyne (Bert) was born in Thornbury, 

Ontario in 1876. He came to Manitoba in 1900. He was a 
watch-maker by trade and his first position in 
Manitoba was with St. John the jeweler in Minnedosa. 

He was married to Harriet Bullock of Dunnville, 
Ontario in Brandon in 1902. Their first home was in the 
new Urpeth Block in Rapid City. At this time he had 
established a jewelery and watch repair business 
which he operated for many years. 

In the early years he played in the Rapid City Band, 
was interested in sports and was a keen curler. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Lyne. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lyne were staunch supporters of the 
Methodist, later the United Church. Mrs. Lyne was a 
member of the Ladies Aid and also the Queen Mary's 
Needlework Guild during the first world war years. 
They held their meetings in the Kelly House. Mrs. 
Lyne passed away in 1933. 

Mr. Lyne continued to make his home in Rapid City 
for some years after his retirement. His last years 
were spent in Edmonton. Fraternally he was a life 
member of the LO.O.F. Lodge. He died in 1966 in his 
91st year. 
There were five children in the Lyne family: 

Mildred, born in 1903. She took her schooling in 
Rapid City, and helped in her father's jewellery store 
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until becoming a telephone operator on the local ex
change. She married Harry Waldon, a garage 
mechanic in 1925. Later he owned and operated his 
own garage in Rapid City until taking up farming. 
Mildred is an active member in church organizations, 
a member of the Eastern Star and a life-member of 
the Rebekah Lodge. They have a family of two sons, 
William, married to Marion Ramsey. They farm in the 
Rapid City district and have a family of six children. 
Their second son Kenneth married Beverly Hotham. 
They live in Rapid City were Ken is employed with the 
Good Roads. They have two children. 

Helen, the second daughter spent her early years in 
Rapid City. She was active in musical presentations 
and was organist at the Methodist, later United 
Church for fourteen years. She was married to Wm. 
Kay and they had one daughter, Vivian who was killed 
in a car ?occident at the age of twenty. She later 
married F. O. Thibeault of Edmonton where they 
made their home until she passed away in 1977. She, 
her husband and daughter are buried in Edmonton. 

Gordon was born in Rapid City in 1912. He was 
employed in Edmonton and worked on the construction 
of the Alaska Highway before serving in the armed 
forces over-seas. On his return to Canada he married 
Pearl Domslay of Edmonton. He was a partner in a 
roofing business until his death in 1962. They had no 
family. 

Leona was born in Rapid City in 1914. After leaving 
home she went to Australia where she received her 
practical nurses training. She was married to Wm. 
Maling while in Australia. They now reside in Victoria, 
British Columbia. They have no family. 

Vernon was born in Rapid City in 1917. He worked 
in Toronto, Ontario for a refrigeration Co. He was 
married and had two children. He served over-seas 
with the Canadian Army and was killed in action in Ita
ly in 1944. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lyne are buried in the Rapid City 
cemetery. 

LYSTER BROS. 
Two brothers, Hamilton and Thomas Wm. Lyster 

left their home in Melbourne Quebec (near Richmond) 
to homestead in the Rapid City area. Hamilton was 
twenty-six years old when he was granted his land in 
what was then known as Riverside Municipality. There 
were forty-eight acres under cultivation on the l/z sec
tion, which are listed as lot E, section 28, range 19, and 
township 5. The date was 1881, April 1st. He also had 
one cow, two hogs and a team of horses. His brother 
Thomas was granted his land July 7th, 1884 - range 20 
and township 14. 

Tragically Hamilton and Thomas both died with 
typhoid fever and were buried in October 1886 in the 
Rapid City cemetery, now known as the ancient 
cemetery. 

Edwin Lyster, a brother had visited Hamilton and 
Thomas and he married Mary Ann Anderson in Rapid 
City in the year 1881. Although the office of Vital 
Statistics do not begin until 1882-it is believed their 
son George Lyster was born in Rapid City in 1882. 



Relatives of Edwin Lyster still live on the family 
homestead at Abernethy, Saskatchewan. 

The above history has been compiled from letters 
kindly sent by Miss Allison Lyster, Richmond, Quebec 
and Mrs. Eswyn Lyster, Qualicum, B.C. 

MACDOUGALL submitted by Margaret Northam 
and Hugh MacDougall 

Our great grandparents Donald and Sarah 
MacDougall, natives of Tyree, Scotland, immigrated 
to Canada in 1850. They settled in Bruce County on the 
10th Concession of Kincardine, Ontario. They had a 
family of six sons and one daughter; Malcolm, John 
Donald, Allan, Charlie, Neil, and Mary. The 
Homestead, now known as "The Sweet Acre Farm," is 
still occupied by members of the Charlie MacDougall 
family. 

Donald, our grandfather, married Jane MacLean in 
Tiverton, Ontario and had a family of three sons and 
three daughters: Dan, Allan, Neil, Sarah, Mayme and 
Margaret. 

Allan MacDougall Family. 

In 1903 Allan, our father, and his cousin Dan, a son 
of Neil's, came west and homesteaded near what is 
now Melville, Saskatchewan. The rest of their families 
came the following year. They remained there until 
1916 when Allan, Neil, and their parents moved to 
Manitoba and settled on section 27 north of Rapid City. 
Grandfather died in 1921 and Grandmother in 1930; 
they are both buried in Cadurcis Cemetery. 

Dan remained in Saskatchewan and we have been 
unable to find any information on him or his family. 

Sarah married J. D. MacDonald and lived in 
Melville and Regina. They had one daughter Margaret 
who died at the age of eighteen. Sarah died in 1927 and 
both are buried in Regina. 
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Mayme married Will Smith and lived in Minnedosa, 
where Will served as Sheriff for many years. They had 
six of a family; Donald, Bob, Jim, Robert, Helen, 
Ethel, and Jean. 

Donald assumed the position of sheriff after his 
father's retirement and served in this capacity in 
Minnedosa and Brandon until his retirement. He and 
his wife Kay now live in Victoria, British Columbia. 

Bob lives in Rochester, New York, Jim in Win
nipeg, Jean in Edmonton, and Helen (Mrs. Angus 
Burns) in Portage La Prairie. Ethel passed away in 
January of 1977 at Victoria. 

Margaret died as a young woman and it was 
through our father's affection for her that I was named 
Margaret. 

Neil MacDougall served in the airforce in the first 
World War. In 1919 he married Fanny Tuttle in 
Minnedosa. They lived in the area until 1923 when they 
moved to Saskatoon where he was employed with 
Imperial Oil. After the "crash" of 1929 his employ
ment was terminated and they then moved to Melfort 
where they lived for a short time before Neil's death in 
1933. They had a family of two sons and three 
daughters: Kathleen, Keith, Jack, Joan, and Ferne. 
They suffered the tragedy of the lOSS of Jack, Keith 
and Kathleen with diptheria as young children. Fanny 
with her two daughters Ferne and Joan moved to 
Saskatoon where Fanny died in 1967 and is buried there 
with Neil. 

Joan married Kenneth Matheson of Asquith, 
Saskatchewan. They have four sons and one daughter: 
Kirk MacDougall, Kathleen Anne, Blair Andrew, Guy 
Angus and Neil Jay. Kirk is a dentist in Victoria, 
British Columbia. Neil is at present working before 
continuing his education. The others are attending 
school Kathleen in Education, Blair in Physical 
Education and Guy in Engineering. 

Joan, Ken and family live in Edmonton where Ken 
is a consulting geologist. 

Ferne married Wilbert Horner, son of Winfred and 
Annie Horner of Cadurcis. They lived on the original 
MacDougall farm when first married, and now live on 
his father's farm. They have five of a family; Robert, 
Brian, Sharon, Kathleen and Joan. (See Horner 
History). 

Allan married Mary (Minnie) McLean, daughter of 
Archie and Mary McLean, on February 9,1922. They 
continued to live on section 27 until 1926 when they 
moved into Rapid City. It was on 27 that sons Donald, 
Hugh and Alex were born. They lived in Rapid City for 
a short time before moving to section 7 north-west of 
Rapid City. Their only daughter, Margaret, was born 
there. 

Our father's health was poor and by 1935 he was un
able to carryon farming; they moved again into Rapid 
City. In the spring a sale was arranged but before the 
date arrived our father died. Our Mother told of the 
heart break of a sale bringing very little return, 
followed by a funeral within a few days of each other. 
Mother was left with four children from six to thirteen 
years of age. 

In 1936 we moved into the house that the family oc-



cupied in 1926 and is now occupied by Hugh. Money 
was scarce and Mother worked at everything from 
paper hanging to sewing to earn money. The boys at an 
early age were working after school and holidays to 
help keep the horne going. Our horne enjoyed friends 
young and old, and the tea kettle was never far from 
the boil, no one left without a cup of tea. Mother was 
an active member of the Ladies Aid and was convenor 
of the old Circle One for several years. She belonged to 
the Legion Auxiliary for twenty-five years. She taught 
Sunday School for many years, and the last few, led 
the Adult Bible Class. While still on the farm Sunday 
School was held ever Sunday at our horne for the fami
ly as well as the Deg family, who were close 
neighbors. Mother remained active until the age of 
eighty years, sewing for herself and grandchildren, 
gardening and doing handwork. Through the years she 
was always ready to help a friend in need and enjoyed 
her many friendships. Mother passed away in 1966 and 
is buried beside our father in Cadurcis Cemetery. 

Donald, the oldest son, was born November 27,1922. 
He attended Rapid City School - the first years corn
ing by horse-drawn school van driven by Mr. Alex 
Burr. At the age of eighteen he joined the 26th Field 
Regiment and served in France, Germany and 
Holland. On receiving his discharge in 1945, he took a 
Meat Cutters Course under Wes White at Oak River. 
Here he met Georgina (Lena) Robbins, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Lance Robbins. Lena was employed in 
the local bank at this time. They were married Oc
tober 10,1949. They had six children; Robert, Heather, 
Alan, Laurie, Brian and Donna. Donna died as an in
fant. 

Donald worked in meat busineses at Oak River and 
Hamiota and as a government met inspector in Bran
don and Portage La Prairie. Lena returned to working 
in the Bank of Montreal and in 1974 they moved to Vic
toria, B.C. 

Bob married Linda Sharratt of Brandon before 
moving to Victoria. They have a son, Shawn. Bob 
works as a roofer. 

Heather, at present is working in a lounge and 
Brian is employed with the Coast Guard at Victoria. 

Alan is training as an electrical engineer with 
Manitoba Hydro and Laurie is with the Toronto
Dominion Bank in Brandon. 

Hugh, was born February 2, 1924. He attended 
school at Rapid City and Minnedosa. In 1943 he joined 
the Army and served in Italy and Southern France 
with the First Special Service Force as well as in Ger
many and Holland with the 48th Highlanders. After 
receiving his discharge in 1946, he worked with 
Samples Transfer and the Bridge and Building Depart
ment of the C.P.R. In 1950, he once again, joined the 
Armed Forces, serving with The Black Watch, Royal 
Highland Regiment of Canada. He served one year in 
Korea and four years in Germany. During his tour in 
Canada, he was stationed in Aldershot, N .S., 
Gagetown, N.B., Sidney, N.S., Belleville, Ont. and in 
Winnipeg. He retired as a sergeant in 1973 and is living 
in the old horne in Rapid City. 

Alex - was born on December, 1925. He took his 
schooling at Rapid City and was active in all school 
projects. He enjoyed sports and was an enthusiastic 
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supporter of community activities. His wit and sense 
of humour was, and still is, his trademark. While going 
to school, he worked at Margaret Sample's Quality 
Store. In 1945 he taught school as a "permit" teacher 
at Inwood and Chatfield. The following year he 
returned horne and worked at Riches United Store. He 
began work in the office of Rapid City Creamery 
(Canada Packers) in 1947. Mr. Shand was manager of 
the creamery at this time and Alex has fond memories 
of his association with him. After leaving Rapid City, 
he worked as an accountant with Canada Packers at 
Souris, Winnipeg and Dauphin before moving to 
Manitou in 1957. Manitou has been horne since going 
there and he looks forward to his retirement from the 
company in four years. 

Margaret was born on November 12,1928. I com
pleted my schooling at Rapid City and remember this 
as a happy time. During these years, our entertain
ment was of our own making. The river was the focal 
point, summer and winter. In between seasons, was 
when large groups used to join together to play games 
which often covered several blocks. The war soon 
scattered these same groups and changed the at
mosphere of our young world. In 1946 I attended 
summer school at Tuxedo Normal School. From here I 
went as a "permit" teacher to Lawrence School, south 
of Douglas. This school closed at mid-term and I 
finished the term at Oberon. Following this, I worked 
for two years in Doctor Harold Trotter's dentist office. 
On the first of July, 1949, I married John Northam of 
Rapid City and we started married life on the old 
Basler farm north-west of Rapid City. 

ARCHIBALD MacLEAN - contributed by Margaret 
(MacDougall) Northam 

Lauchlin and Marion MacLean and family of 
Caolis, Isle of Tyree, Scotland, imigrated to Tiverton, 
Bruce County, Ontario in 1847. 

Archibald, one of the sons, was our grandfather and 
was among the first settlers to homestead in the 
Cadurcis district in 1876. The rest of the family 
followed in 1879. Great-grandfather, or "Old Lauchie" 
as he was called died in 1894. 

Archie returned to Tiverton in 1881 to marry Mary 
McLean, daughter of John McLean. The newly 
married couple moved to Villard, Pope County, 
Minnesota. It was here their two daughters were born, 
Sarah in 1883 and Mary in 1885. They remained there 
until fire destroyed their horne and belongings. They 
then returned to farm in the Cadurcis district. Here 
they adopted a little boy, John and the family grew up 
in that area, going to school at Cadurcis. Sarah (Sadie) 
attended McBride school for a short time. Mary (Min
nie), our mother, told of hours spent herding cows 
before fences were built and riding horseback through 
the hills. This instilled in both of them a life-long love 
of nature. 

Because of poor health, grandfather had to give up 
farming in 1903. He moved his family to Meadow Lee 
to become Postmaster there. They later retired to 
Stonewall. Sadie became a dress maker before marry
ing Charles Bewell of Rosser, Manitoba. In 1918 grand
father died and the family moved into Winnipeg. Mary 



was working at Eaton's Store at the time of her 
marriage to Allan MacDougall in 1922. Grandmother 
MacLean eventually made her home with them and 
remained there until her death in 1930. Both grand
parents are buried at Cadurcis cemetery along with 
the great-grandparents. 

Sarah and Charles Bewell moved to Tessier, Sas
katchewan in 1917. They had a family of seven: 
Clarence, Edgerton, Bertha, Olive, Evelyn and twins 
Marguerite and Christina. Uncle Charlie died in 1929. 
The family suffered many hardships during the thir
ties before moving to Calgary in 1941. Aunt Sadie 
passed away in 1974. The family all reside in Calgary 
with the exception of Evelyn who lives in British 
Columbia and Olive who lived at Perdue, 
Saskatchewan and died in 1977. 

John served in the first world war and later worked 
for many years at Winnipeg Paint and Glass. He 
passed away in the 1950's and is buried in the Legion 
Plot in Brandon cemetery. 

HECTOR, a brother of Archie's, married Catherine 
Stout and raised a family of nine: Alex, Lauchlin, 
John, William, Jim, Sarah, Florence, Mary and 
Margaret. The sons never married and have all passed 
away. Lauchie being killed in the first war. Mary 
passed away at the age of twenty-two years. 

Florence married John Ingram and died at the age 
of thirty-two years in 1926. 

Sarah married Jock Lean, a native of Peebles, 
Scotland. He came to Rapid City in 1906 and worked at 
the Queens Hotel and for Doc Young. He farmed on 
Doc Young's farm until Sarah's death in 1930. He was a 
keen horseman and made trips back to Scotland to 
bring back Clydesdale horses. He moved to 
Frederickton, New Brunswick in 1938 to work at the 
Experimental Farm. After his retirement he made his 
home with his daughter in Winnipeg. They had a fami
ly of two boys and one daughter: Samuel (Mac), Bill 
and Georgina. Bill passed away several years ago and 
Mac lives at Victoria, B.C. 

Georgina married John Dessler of Winriipeg and 
they have a family of two boys and one girl: Ian, Glen 
and Jean. John is now retired and their family are all 
married. 

Margaret married Pete Robinson of Minnedosa and 
raised one daughter, Florence. Margaret and Pete also 
raised the Lean children after the death of Sarah. 
Margaret (Maggie) passed away in 1966 and Pete is 
retired in Minnedosa. 

Florence married Alexander MacKay of Clan
william. Alex works in the Sheriff's office in Brandon 
and they live in Minnedosa. They have two of a family, 
James Bruce and Nancy Elizabeth. 

HISTORY OF ANGUS MacLEOD FAMILY 
Angus Graham MacLeod was born near Stornoway, 

Isle of Lewis, Scotland and came to Canada in 1907, 
with his mother, sister and brother. 

His father, Alexander MacLeod, was a veteran of 
the South African War and had emigrated to Canada in 
1905, and had taken up a homestead at Barvas, 
Saskatchewan, east of Yorkton. 

Angus grew up there and received his education at 
the Barvas school. 
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He farmed until he became the elevator agent for 
the N. Bawlf Grain Co. at Barvas in 1929. During the 
depression years the elevator was closed during the 
summer months and finally closed in 1941, when the 
Alberta Pacific Grain Co. bought out the N. Bawlf 
Grain Co. 

Angus was hired by the National Grain Co. (new 
Cargil Grain Co.) and came to Rapid City as their 
agent in 1941, where he remained till his retirement in 
1969. 

During his years in the grain business he saw many 
changes from gasoline run engines and flat bottom 
bins and horse drawn wagons to modern electrically 
run elevators and big grain trucks. 

Margaret Evelyn MacLeod (nee Harris) was born 
in Chengtu, Szechwan, China to Methodist Missionary 
parents, Reverand and Mrs. G. G. Harris. She came to 
Canada in 1916 with her parents and two brothers, and 
as a child lived in Toronto, Winnipeg and Moose Jaw, 
Saskatchewan where she received most of her educa
tion and normal school training. In 1929 she started to 
teach in country schools near Melville, Neudorf and 
Yorkton, Saskatchewan. She taught until August and 
she was married in Moose Jaw in 1934. 

They have two children Patricia born in 1937 and 
Gordon in 1941 in Yorkton. 

After coming to Rapid City, the children attended 
Rapid City school and graduated from high school 
here. 

In 1955, Pat went in training as a nurse in the Win
nipeg General Hospital and graduated as a registered 
nurse in 1958. 

Pat nursed in the Winnipeg General Hospital before 
going to New Haven, Conn. U.S.A. where she nursed 
for six months. On returning to Canada she took a 
Public Health degree from the University of Manitoba 
and served with the Department of Public Health in 
Carberry, Dauphin and Swan River. In 1963 she 
married Ronald Gordon of Oak Lake, Man. a graduate 
civil engineer of the University of Manitoba, and they 
lived in Swan River where Ron was District Engineer 
with the Highways Department, until he was 
transferred to Winnipeg in 1970, where they now 
reside. They have two children, Keith and Donna. 

Gordon, after he finished high school, joined the 
RCMP and received his training in Ottawa, and 
graduated in March 1962. 

He was stationed in Nova Scotia at Sheet Harbour 
and Chester Basin. He transferred to Northern service 
and was stationed at Frobisher Bay, Pangrintung and 
Lake Harbour on Baffin Island. He then transferred to 
the western division and was stationed at Hay River 
and Fort Smith, N.W.T. 

He resigned from the RCMP and joined the Depart
ment of Indian Affairs and then transferred to the 
Department of Regional Economic Expansion in Ed
monton. 

Gordon married Leona Ferguson of Grouard, Alber
ta and they have three children, Sheilaf

,' Heather and 
Catherine. 

In 1959, Evelyn returned to the teaching profession 
and taught at Robinville school, south of Rivers, 
Tremaine school, and Rapid City Consolidated school 
until she retired in 1969. 



On retirement they bought a home in Rapid City, 
and have continued active in the United Church, and 
community affairs. 

MARTENS 
Abe and Helen Martens emigrated to Canada from 

Southern Russia in 1924. They resided in Eyebrow, 
Sask. until 1935 and then moved to Fitzmorris, Sask. 
where they farmed until 1945. Two son and one 
daughter; John, Eric and Lena were born in Eyebrow 
and one son Abe, was born in Fitzmorris. 

They moved to Rapid City in 1945 where they 
farmed the west half of 12-13-20. In 1963, they moved to 
the west half 34-12-20, where they now farm. 

John married Lena Engbrecht of Boissevain, Man. 
and they now reside in Winnipeg. John also farms west 
half 1-13-20. They have two sons and one daughter. 

Eric (Rick) married Hertha Kroeger of Rapid City, 
Man. They have two daughters, Karen and Roxanne, 
and one son, Rick. They presently farm the west half 
12-13-20 and section 13-13-20. 

Lena married Ervin Neufeld and they presently 
farm at Boissevain, Man. They have one son and one 
daughter. 

Abe was raised in the Rapid City district and taught 
school at Shilo, Man. unti11962 when he moved to Win
nipeg to attend the University of Man. He was killed in 
a car accident in the spring of 1964. 

Reverend Abe Martens was ordained as a minister 
in 1948. Mr. and Mrs. Martens celebrated their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary in June, 1976. They are both still 
active in farming. 

CYRIL AND MOLLY MARTIN 
Cyril and Molly came to the Cadurcis district from 

Surrey, England in December 1947. They arrived at 
Basswood station during a blizzard on the coldest night 
of the winter. Despite the weather, getting the Model T 
Ford car stuck in the snow and walking the final stages 
of a long journey, they were warmly welcomed at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Jack Kemp. They were accom
panied by their three daughters, Doreen, Janet and 
Heather. The family lived with the Kemp's until 1949 
when they purchased the "Belcher" house, just south 
of the C.N.R. tracks and east of where the C.N.R. sta
tion house stood. Doreen and Janet attended Rapid 
City School. Their fourth daughter, Mavis, was born in 
1949 at the old Minnedosa Hospital. After working at 
his trade as plumber at Rivers and Brandon, Cyril and 
family moved to Flin Flon in 1950. He was employed 
by F. W. Bumstead Co. Heather attended Henderson 
Elementary school and Janet the Dauphin Collegiate. 
Doreen remained in Rapid City until transferred to the 
operating staff of the Manitoba Telephone System, 
Dauphin. In 1953 the Martin family returned to their 
home in Rapid City and Cyril communted to work at 
Brandon and Shilo. Molly was an active member of the 
Legion Auxilary, S1. Thomas W.A., the Red Cross, 
Hospital Aid and Deborah Lodge. Cyril was a member 
of the LO.O.F. and Masonic Lodges and was a people's 
warden at St. Thomas's Church. In 1963 Cyril and Mol
ly welcomed Angela to their family adopted in 1965. 
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They were foster parents for the Children's Aid Socie
ty of Western Manitoba for many years. One of their 
foster children, Albert Gray, was with them for thir
teen years and is now working in Winnipeg. 

Cyril retired from plumbing at Shilo in 1974. They 
are enjoying their retirement, cross country skiing, 
canoeing, gardening and handicrafts. Cyril is busy fix
ing bikes and such, while Molly knits mitts and 
sweaters all winter long. They have fourteen 
grandchildren. Three of their daughters married the 
sons of Mrs. Mary Smith and the late W. E. Smith. 

Doreen married William E. Smith (Magee) in 1953 
at St. Pauls Anglican Church and began her married 
life in the Oakleigh District. They still reside on the 
farm they purchased from Tom Shelvey. Their 
chivarie night will never be forgotten, when as soon as 
the lights were out, friends and neighbors knocked at 
the doors and windows. 

They have a family of one girl and three sons; 
Susan Elaine was born 1956 and took her schooling at 
Oakleigh and Rapid City. She was an active club 
member while attending school. She married Stanley 
Jewar in 1976 and resides at Beulah, Man. What a thrill 
when Robert Allan and Raymond John were born in 
1960. The first twins to be born in the Riverdale 
Hospital Rivers. They have been very interested in all 
sports and received awards for physical fitness and the 
trophy for best Athlete in Rapid City School. Keith 
James blessed us all with happiness being born 1972. 
Doreen was employed at the Manitoba Telephone 
System and is known well for her singing talents. 
(MaGee) has worked with the Red Cross Society for 
over twenty years and takes an active part in the 
Rapid City Agriculture Soceity. He is a member of the 
ball club and past President of the Men's Curling Club. 

Janet married Gordon C. Smith (Deacon) in 1957. 
They lived on the "Virtue" farm which Gordon had 
purchased, until they moved to Brandon in 1966. Gor
don is employed in construction work and Janet with 
the Manitoba Telephone System. They have three 
children, Michael, Bruce and Miriam. 

Heather took teacher's training at Brandon Univer
sity and taught at Fleming School Brandon. She 
married Hendry Smith at S1. Matthew's Cathedral, 
Brandon in 1964. They reside on the farm, formerly 
owned by "Curly" Bill Smith, one mile west of 
Oakleigh school. Hendry enjoys curling and hockey in 
Rapid City. He has played goalie for the "Oak-Wall" 
team and with the Rapid City Old Timers since 1963. 
Heather taught kindergarten in Rapid City in 1968. 
They have five children, David, Jennifer, Philip, 
Richard and Elizabeth. They all attend school at 
Hiver's. Hendry and Heather built a new home in 1976. 

Mavis attended Rapid City school, Elton Collegiate, 
and Vincent Massey in Brandon. She took her nurse's 
training in London, England. She married J. Noel 
Comey of Dublin, Ireland in 1969. They emigrated to 
Canada with tl1eir two small sons, Mark and Paul, in 
1975 and reside in Edmonton, Alberta. 

Angela is attending school at Vincent Massey, 
Brandon. She is active at the Y.M.C.A. and young 
people's at SL Matthew's Cathedral. 



HISTORY OF THE SAMUEL MATTHEWS FAMILY 
IN RAPID CITY - Frank Matthews, Sidney, B.C. 

When Samuel Matthews brought his wife and small 
daughter to Rapid City in 1886 or 1887, Rapid City was 
a beautiful small town with its mill pond in the center 
of the city, its two dams backing the water up for a 
mile. Only old-timers can remember the old flour mill 
run by two large Pelton water wheels for power, the 
old woolen mill on the opposite side of the river, the 
old fishing hole below the northside dam, and the 
wooden bridge across the river. 

He had been in the Royal Horse Artillery in the 
British army in India, and was in the beseiged city of 
Khandahar during the last Afghanistan war. After his 
discharge he married Eliza Horsfal in Coventry, 
England, and emigrated to Canada. He worked in the 
woolen mill in summer and in the winter in the woods, 
and helped with the log drives down the river to the 
sawmill located on a point of land east of town. He was 
an experienced outdoorsman and camp manager also. 
In 1915 retired Inspector Parker told me, in Medicine 
Hat, that Samuel Matthews carried the mail one 
winter, by dog team, to the post where he was 
stationed. 

He homesteaded briefly in the Basswood district, 
but after having his crop wiped out by hail in two 
successive years, returned to his home on Third Street 
on the banks of the river, where he lived with his fami
ly until his death in 1900. There were seven children in 
the family, all born in the same house, except 
Florence Ellen (Nellie), Edith, who died as an infant, 
Leah, Frank, Edna, Exra (Essie) and Harry. After his 
death his widow married Alfred Owen, and they had 
two children, Roy and Myrle. All of the Matthews 
children grew up and attended school in Rapid City, 
Nellie, Leah and Frank at the old school south of town, 
called by some old-timers The Academy. In 1910 the 
family moved to Medicine Hat, but I had gone to Rainy 
River, Ontario, with Rube Allyn, who had been 
publishing the Marquette Reporter in 1909 with the 
help of myself and Cooper Stone, who was at the time 
learning the printing trade, later to own the Reporter. 

In 1914 war came along and I, along with Essie and 
Harry enlisted in the 175th Batallion. Having become 
very hard of hearing in France I was being returned to 
England when the war ended. I am now totally deaf. 
After the war we all returned to Medicine Hat, me to 
work on the Medicine Hat News, Essie to work as a 
telegrapher for the CPR, and Harry to work for the 
Woolworth Company in Medicine Hat. 

In 1923 I went to Miles City, Montana, to work on 
the Miles City Star, Essie to Montana to work on the 
Great Northern as a station agent and telegrapher, 
and Roy to California, where he eventually owned his 
own commercial printing plant. In my time I worked 
on over 20 newspapers in Canada and the U.S., retiring 
as superintendent of two newspapers in Montana. 
Essie also went to California and worked for many 
years as one of Ford's top salesmen. Harry worked in 
several Western Canada Woolworth stores before 
returning to Medicine Hat as manager of the store 
there, later going to Winnipeg as manager of the 
largest Woolworth store in that city. 

Nellie married Wilfred Carpenter in Rapid City in 

287 

1905. They had four children. Florence, now Mrs. 
Gillespie, of Carsland, Alberta; Leah, now Mrs. W. J. 
F. Allen of Richmond, B.C. and Neil, with the research 
station at Gleichen, Alberta. Edna married Harold 
Gardiner of Medicine Hat, who was killed in a railroad 
accident at Whitefish, Montana in 1917. They had four 
children. She married Chris Nielson in Medicine Hat in 
1918 and they had three children. Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Coles had 13 children, now all living. When Edna died 
in 1971 she had 92 children, grandchildren and great
grandchildren. 

Harry married Fiona Scott of Edmonton in 1925 and 
they have one boy, Keith Matthews of Calgary, and 
son, Scott. Frank married Lucetta Crumb in Helena, 
Montana, in 1932, and they have one daughter, Helena 
White, a photographer and reporter with the Creston, 
B.C. TV station. They have a boy, Kyle, with the Cana
dian armed services, and two girls. Myrle Owen 
married Robert L. Stevenson in Medicine Hat in 1930 
and they have three children. Bob and his three 
children were all in the Canadian Air Force during and 
after World War II. Neither Leah, Essie or Roy had 
any children. 

So of all the descendents of Samuel and Eliza 
Matthews only four bear the name Matthews, although 
there are over 200 direct descendents living mostly in 
British Columbia and Alberta. 

THE MAXWELL FAMILY - by Vern and Ellen Max
well 

We moved from Souris to Moline Co-op, in Sept. 
1948 as Manager of that store. 

In January 1950 we moved to Brandon accepting the 
position of assistant Manager with Macleods. 

Then in 1952 moved to Virden, Man. as manager of 
the Company store. Where we have made our home. 
Our four Daughters now Married, 

Greta, Mrs. Arnold Bridgeman of Brandon, 
Manitoba. 

Ha, Mrs. Rod Underhill of Moline, Manitoba. 
Verna, Mrs. Allen Gallant of Swift Currant, Sask. 
BuElIa, Mrs. Doug Fowler of Russell, Manitoba. 
I am now retired. 
We are active in our Lodges and New Horizon 

Development. 

ANDREW McCALLUM 
Andrew (Andy) McCallum was born in East 

Kilbride, Scotland on May 21,1900. Youngest son of the 
late Mr. and Mrs. Donald McCallum. He attended 
school in Scotland, coming to Canada in 1919 to work 
on the farm of his uncle, the late John Todd. 

Margaret (Peggy) Blake, youngest daughter of the 
late Mr. and Mrs. Alex Blake. Was born June 18, 1906. 
The family came to Canada in 1907. Peggy received 
her schooling in Rapid City. 

On April 12, 1934 Peggy and Andy were married in 
First Presbyterian Church Manse Brandon. Witnesses 
were the late Ed and Ann Calder. Peggy and Andys 
home was their farm three miles south of Rapid City. 

Two daughters were born of this marriage, Grace 
who attended school at Wallace and Rapid City. She 
became a teacher and taught at Harrowby, McConnell 



Andy and Peggy McCallum. 

and Oakleigh. She married Claire Simpson, youngest 
son of Mrs. Ruby Simpson and the late Harry Simpson. 
They live in Bredenberry, Sask. and have three 
daughters, Marlene, Barbara and Lori. Claire works 
as a welder in the potash mine at Esterhazy. 

Jean attended school at Wallace and Rapid City. 
She worked in the Safeway store as cashier in Bran
don, later as a telephone operator in Rivers. She 
married Cameron Spiller, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. 
T. H. Spiller. They now make their home at Portage. A 
son, Blake and a daughter Colleen was born to them. 
Cameron is a carpenter. 

Andrew was an Honorary Life member of the 
Agricultural Society, an Honorary Life member of the 
Curling Club. He liked all sports and fishing. 

Margaret is a member of the Hospital Aid and 
United Church Woman. Both were members of the 
Rapid City United Church. In 1967 they sold their farm 
and bought a house in town to retire. In 1968 they took a 
trip to Scotland to visit relations. Andrew passed away 
June 21, 1975. Margaret (Peggy) continues to live in 
town. 

DUNCAN McCALLUM 
Duncan McCallum was born in Bruce County, On

tario. He came with his family of four brothers and 
one sister to live on a farm at Chater, Manitoba. He 
married Ellen McPhail in 1905. She was born in Lanark 
County and was raised in the Forest district with her 
family of fourteen. 

The McCallum's farmed six miles north of Brandon 
but in 1921 they made the mistake of selling their farm 
and bought land in the Rivers district. With hard times 
and a family of seven children - Edwin, Margaret, 
Eleanor, Bessie, Jean, Gwen and Jack times were 
bad for them, like many other people. Dunc, as he was 
known to everyone, was councillor for thirteen years 
in the Daly Municipality. His first love was his pure 
bred percheron horses. He spent many of his early 
years showing them at fairs. He was very proud of his 
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cups, medals and ribbons he won with his horses. He 
drove the first six-horse team shown in Canada at the 
Brandon Exhibition, probably in 1910. He was well 
known by the sportsmen as he spent many summers 
acting as manager and umpire for baseball. 

In March 1936 the McCallum family moved to the 
John Alexander farm - SW 30-14-20 - northwest of 
Moline. In November 1938 they had a farm sale and 
bought the original Bawlf elevator agent's house in 
Moline. Dunc having the P.S.V. (Public Service Vehi
cle) license, worked long, hard hours trucking for the 
farmers and stores. Farmers began purchasing their 
own trucks about this time. 

Three of the family, Edwin, Margaret and Jean 
never lived in the Saskatchewan Municipality, Edwin 
lived in Brandon, Margaret married Bob Wood and 
they farm at Rivers, Manitoba. Jean became Mrs. 
Abel and they live at Melville, Sask. Eleanor clerked 
in the Moline Co-op store for a couple of years. She 
married Syd Newitt. They had one daughter, June. 
Eleanor passed away in January 1946. Gwen finished 
high school in Cardale. In 1939 she married Pete 
McTavish. They are still farming in the Cardale dis
trict. Jack served six years in the army with the Royal 
Canadian Engineers, since then he has been with the 
Alberta Good Roads in the Edmonton district. Bessie 
is now a resident in the Nursing Home at 1081 Andrews 
Street, Winnipeg. 

After a lengthy illness, Mrs. McCallum passed 
away in July 1944. Dunc gradually gave up trucking. 
Shortly after his retirement in 1950, he had the misfor
tune to break his hip. After that his health gradually 
failed him and he passed away in December 1952. 
From this marriage there are now eighteen 
grandchildren and fifty great-grandchildren. 

THE LORNE McCALLUM FAMILY 
Charles Lorne McCallum, born in Holland Centre, 

Ontario, April 12, 1910, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Chas. McCallum, was educated in Ontario. Then 
worked on farms and at odd jobs. Enlisted in the Royal 
Canadian Air Force in Toronto, January, 1941 and was 
posted to Gander. The Airport, set in the desolate 
Newfoundland wilderness, was just opening and when 
Lome arrived it was still an isolated port, reached 
only by train. Duty there presented a formidable ex
perience for the handful of men with little training and 
little protection against the enemy submarines known 
to be lurking in the Coastal Waters. There was cons
tant fear of invasion but fortunately no attack was 
launched. 

In 1942 Lome was posted to Rivers, Manitoba, 
where he remained until his discharge in 1945. Some 
residents will recall the huge Willys Knight station 
wagon taxi, driven by Allan Dick between Rapid City 
and the Airport. Daily, some dozen young airmen 
crammed into the old car. Lome was in the group and 
thus commuted for three years. 

April 7, 1943 he married Jean Parliament of Rapid 
City where they lived with her parents until Lome was 
discharged from the R.C.A.F. Employment with the 
Hudson Bay Mining and Smelting Co. Ltd. took him to 
FUn Flon where Jean and infant son, Ken joined him. 
In 1946 they purchased the Parliament home and 



returned to Rapid City where Lorne worked on the 
Hydro Pole and Wiring gangs, preparing the town for 
the change to Hydro power. This work took him to 
Southern Manitoba as Hydro extended its service 
there. To enable him to live at home with his young 
family, Lorne took employment with the Canadian 
Pacific Railway (Section) Rapid City but when work 
on the tracks declined, due to general changes in the 
transportation system, once again Lorne found himself 
leaving home for his work. He then switched to a job at 
Rivers Airport, thence to Shilo when the Port closed. 
In 1975 he retired. 

Lorne served on the local Town Council in the 
1950's. He is a member of the Legion and enjoys curl
ing with the "Old Timer's". 

His wife, Jean, was born September 23, 1920; 
attended Rapid City Elementary and High Schools and 
worked as a telephone operator for the Manitoba 
Telephone System in the Rapid City office for four 
years before she and Lorne were married. Her great 
interest was in the United Church Sunday School. Fond 
memories of teachers Mrs. E. E. Riesberry, Mrs. 
Gardner, Mrs. J. Graham and Miss Violet Watt in
spired Jean to offer her services and she taught Sun
day School for some thirty years; was Cradle Roll 
Superintendent for twenty-five years and held 
numerous offices in the United Church Women and the 
Church. 

As a small girl Jean delivered Sunday School 
papers every Sunday to a ninety year old neighbor, 
Mrs. Warren Sr. At twelve years Jean became serious
ly ill. On hearing this, Mrs. Warren planted a slip say
ing, "If this plant grows Jean will recover." It grew 
and after a blood transfusion in Brandon General 
Hospital, Jean recovered. Blood Banks were unknown 
at that time and Mrs. Parliament gave the blood for a 
transfusion to her little girl. Jean remembers the 
delighful home-coming with Mrs. Sebree, a neighbor 
there to welcome them. Nurse Nell Flanigan 
volunteered her daily nursing services and Les Fox, 
Jean's teacher visited every Sunday. 

Jean recalls many other interesting incidents: 
"I remember my first day at school when Mr. W. 

E. Birkinshaw, Schoolboard Chairman, gave every 
Grade I student a Big Nickel and then we went home." 
When there was a winter school party my mother 
would make a big kettle of hot chocolate and two of the 
bigger boys would carry it across to the school. On one 
occasion we had a skating party on the river. On the 
way back to school my foot went through a muskrat 
breathing hole. Mr. August Belcher, who drove 
Sample's dray, came along and rescued me by chop
ping the ice to free my foot. Then there were the 
wonderful Christmas Trees, as the festive enter
tainments were known. The School concerts, held in 
the big I.O.O.F. Hall were so exciting. The school 
board gave each student an inspirational book as an 
award. 

During the years 1961 to 1968, Jean held a private 
Kindergarten in her home. Classes of up to ten 
students about five years old brought many enjoyable 
hours into our home." 

Lorne and Jean have four sons, all born in 
Minnedosa Hospital. Ken, born October 4, 1945 
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attended Rapid City Public and High Schools. While 
taking Grade VIII he entered the T.V. quiz program, 
'Bank of Knowledge', winning a set of Book of 
Knowledge and entry into the finals where he went on 
to win a wrist watch. Ken attended Brandon College 
for two years; took a two-year course in Chemical 
Technology at Manitoba Institute of Technology in 
Winnipeg. He obtained a job at Atomic Energy of 
Canada at Pinawa, Manitoba in 1967. 

In 1970, Ken married Lynda Bellin of Lac du 
Bonnet. They have a two year old daughter, Beth, and 
live at Pinawa. 

Melvin was born April 9, 1948, a semi-invalid. At 
three and a half years he underwent successful heart 
surgery at the Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto 
and grew into a healthy young man. The trip to Toron
to was a fear-filled experience but small communities 
always rally to help their friends and neighbors in 
times of need so with the good wishes backed by a sub
stantial cheque to aid in expenses, the young family 
left for Ontario. 

Mel attended Rapid City Schools and graduated 
from Grade XII at Elton Collegiate at Forrest. He 
then took a two-year Drafting Technology Course at 
M.I.T. in Winnipeg and now works for an Architectural 
firm in Winnipeg. 

Donald was born at the height of a week-long bliz
zard October 14, 1959. He attended Elementary School 
at Rapid City and graduated from Grade XII at Elton 
Collegiate, Forrest, June 24, 1977. Donald is working 
but hopes to further his education next year. 

Youngest son, Murray, was born July 17, 1961 (our 
last hot dry summer). He attended Rapid City 
Elementary School and is now taking Grade X at Elton 
Collegiate, Forrest. 

The four boys regularly attended United Church 
Sunday School. Dressing in costume for the Carnival 
and decorating bikes for the Fair Day Parade were ex
ci ting experiences for the McCallum Boys as they 
usually won prizes for their efforts. 

McCLUNG F AMIL Y - taken from newspaper article 
1938 

"It is a little over thirteen years (January 25,1925) 
since Mr. McClung arrived in Rapid City from Elm 
Creek, Man., to succeed L. Woollcombe as manager of 
the local branch of the Union Bank of Canada, later the 
Royal. During that time Mr. McClung has given this 
community courteous and efficient service and at the 
same time has faithfully cared for the interests of the 
bank. He has also cheerfully and readily served the 
community in many honorary positions. 

Mr. McClung entered the banking business in 1903 
and is now granted one year's leave of absence 
preceding his official retirement. Five of the interven
ing years were spent in military service, during the 
Great War period. 

Mrs. McClung has also served this community 
through various organizations and freely given of her 
time and talents. Rapid City will miss them both. 

The kindest regards and best wishes go with the 
McClung family to their new home (Vancouver) and 
these sentiments have been freely expressed the past 
few days." 



The McClung's had a family of three Peggy, Joan 
and Billy. 

DOUGLAS AND DAPHNE McDOUGALL 
Douglas, son of the late Robert and Mary 

McDougall of Winnipeg, married Daphne Fisher in 
Winnipeg in 1965. Daphne is the daughter of Gib and 
Betty Fisher of Winnipeg. Daphne's mother is a sister 
of Ralph Wells. 

Doug and Daphne moved to Vancouver after their 
marriage. Their three children, Darren, Todd and 
Tara were born there. In July, 1977, the family moved 
to Rapid City where Doug is working with Ralph and 
Chris Wells at Wells Lumber & Supply. They have built 
a new home in the east end of town and Daphne is 
working part-time in the Post Office. The children are 
attending school here. 

WILLIAM C. McFADDEN 
Bill McFadden was born at Cardale in 1922. He 

spent his younger years in southwestern Manitoba. On 
November 14, 1945 he married Evelyn Mary Jones of 
Lenore, Manitoba. They farmed in the Hamiota
Strathclair area for several years before moving to 
Flin Flon in approximately 1952. For a short time Bill 
worked for the town water department before buying 
into a milk wholesale business. They ran this business, 
quite successfully, for several years until they were 
burned out. Following this, they used the insurance 
money to purchase a grocery store in Creighton, 
Saskatchewan in 1959. They left there in 1967, moving 
to Minnedosa, where they lived for a year. Retirement 
did not agree with them so in 1968 they purchased the 
grocery store in Rapid City - renaming it Mac's Solo 
Store. A few years later, Bill purchased a quarter sec
tion of land south of town. Between the grocery 
business, farming and helping out in the community 
they kept themselves very busy. They sold the grocery 
store to Lloyd Shelvey and Steve Wilson in July 1976. 
Evelyn and Bill are both active in the work of the 
United Church and Bill has served several years on 
Town CounciL Bill and Eve have three children. 

Garry, born Oct. 1st, 1946 married Donna 
MacArthur of Flin Flon. They now live in Winnipeg 
where Garry works for the Hudson's Bay Company. 
They have four children - Kevin, Trent, Laurie and 
Darcey. 

Valerie, born August 8th, 1949, took her nurses 
training in Winnipeg in 1967. There she met and 
married Earl R. Walters of Outlook, Saskatchewan on 
May 2, 1970. They now reside in Rapid City in the 
former Benny Christie house. They have three 
children Tracy, Sandra and Nicole. 

Lynn, born Apri118, 1955, presently works in Bran
don where she took a course in social work. 

DONALD NEIL McFADDIN FAMILY - contributed 
by Don and Reita McFaddin 

Donald Neil McFaddin, son of Mr. and Mrs. Herb 
McFaddin of Cardale, Man. and Reita Hazel 
Shuttleworth, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Shuttleworth of Rapid City were married June 20, 1941. 
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After Don's discharge from the army in 1946 we 
spent a year at Oak River, working on the farm of the 
late Mr. James Fairservice. 

In the spring of 1947 we bought our own farm from 
the late Mr. Hugh McFadyen SE 21-13-19, one mile east 
of Rapid City, and went into mixed farming, with 
cows, pigs and chickens. 

A cream cheque receipt we have, dated November 
19, 1947, brought us $4.28. Groceries were much 
cheaper then. Receipts from "Samples" Store of 
1947 read as follows: Red River Cereal 45¢, tea 53¢, 
coffee 53¢, Salmon 22¢, peas 12¢, corn flakes 22¢, sugar 
- 5 lbs. 50¢, cornstarch 17¢, butter 55¢. 

In 1964 we bought a half interest in the Hardware 
store, in partnership with Mr. and Mrs. John 
Swanston, naming it the Dee-Jay Hardware. After one 
year Mr. and Mrs. Swanston sold to Mr. and Mrs. Geo. 
McLean. 

After ten pleasant years we sold all the contents by 
auction in February, 1974. The hardware store has 
been closed since. 

We are both members of the United Church, and 
Don is active in many organizations in Rapid City. 

We have a family of one daughter, two sons and 
four grandchildren. Diana is married to Vernon (Skip) 
Wright, they have two sons Vincent and Roybn. Skip is 
employed in construction work in Saskatoon, Sask. 
where they live. 

Neil married Lorna Miller, they have a son Glen 
and a daughter Joe Anna. Neil is employed in the Soils 
Lab for the highway department. They live in Bran
don, Man. 

Phil works for Burns Packers in Brandon, and lives 
there. 

MR. AND MRS. HUGH L. McFADYEN - by Roberta 
McFadyen 

On August 15, 1931, Hugh McFadyen (buttermaker 
in Eaton creamery) brought his bride (Roberta 
Cochrane) to the Reisbery house in Rapid City to start 
their married life. While working at the creamery, 
Hugh sent butter exhibits to the winter fairs, where he 
won many prizes and ribbons. 

I was a graduate of Brandon General Hospital 

Hugh McFadyen Family: left to right Keith, Mr. 
and Mrs. McFadyen, Barrie. 



(class 1927). I was born in Carlyle, Sask. and received 
my schooling there. 

Our house in Rapid City was painted brown, across 
the road south of the creamery. The yard had a nice 
lawn, caragana hedge, also lilac and honeysuckle 
trees. It was here where Barry was born, with Dr. 
Gilhuly in attendance. Five years later Keith arrived. 

Our home was the meeting place for Don Shand, 
Don Rousell and Michael Bruser. These four were 
always together, going on hikes up the river in spring 
and summer. When winter came, they cleaned the 
snow off a piece of ice on the river and played hockey, 
and woe betide anyone else who used that part of the 
river. 

Our neighbors, Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Aikins, two 
sons Jack and Jim and daughter, Margaret, lived in 
what was known as the Walker house. Mr. and Mrs. 
Bill Eastgate and daughter Dorothy, lived behind us. 
Dorothy and Barry were great playmates. I remember 
them spending more than one spring morning, each 
with a salt shaker, trying to put salt on a birds tail so 
they could catch one. Eastgate's moved to the stone 
house on the hill south of the town. 

Mrs. Allen and daughter, Ada, were our neighbors 
for many years. Mr. and Mrs. Stewart King and two 
children, Donna and Ray, lived in the Anglican Manse. 
Many a good hour was spent in the kitchen, with a 
snack and a cup of tea, with my good friends. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lavender lived across the road. They 
had a well with good drinking water and were good 
enough to let use .all we wanted to. They kept white 
leghorn hens and sold eggs. They got baby chicks from 
Brandon every spring and this was always an exciting 
time. One night tragedy struck the brooder stove ex
ploded. In the morning Mr. Lavender found white 
chicks all dead. 

In December, 1934, we decided to spend Christmas 
with Hugh's parents in Yorkton, Sask. Mr. and Mrs. 
King were going to Foxwarren, Man. There was a lot 
of snow and it was very cold, so we decided to drive to 
Basswood, Man.; together to catch the train. Mr. 
Frank Hyndman was approached, and he consented to 
drive us in his van, a distance of twelve miles. 

We left Rapid City in early evening and took lunch 
with us. We had a bumpy but safe ride. The train was 
to arrive at 1:00 a.m. We patiently waited, the station 
getting colder by the minute. The lunch we brought 
was some comfort, but we had to keep walking around 
to keep warm. About 7:00 a.m. the men decided to 
wake up the telephone operator to find out what had 
happened to the train. The news was that the train was 
frozen up at Minnedosa, Man. and it would be another 
hour before it reached Basswood. The thermometer at 
the station showed 50 degrees below zero. When the 
train finally arrived, we climbed aboard, hoping to get 
warmed up, but discovered that it was as cold as the 
station had been. That is one Christmas we won't 
forget! Our return trip was by train to Minnedosa and 
Dave Soldan met us there. 

I will never forget how good Mr. and Mrs. 
MacDougall were to us. It was like going home when 
we drove out to their farm. Minnie was a cousin of 
Hugh's. Many meals were eaten and enjoyed at their 
place. Barry and Keith were very excited when they 
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came to visit us, bringing their children Don, Hugh, 
Alex and Margaret. 

About 1942 Hugh resigned from the creamery and 
decided to try farming. We bought the Archie 
Chisholm farm and delivered milk. One day Hugh was 
ill so I had to deliver the milk. Now, I had never driven 
a horse before, so you can imagine how I felt. Really, 
Old Nigger (the horse) knew more about the business 
than I did. Every time he stopped, I delivered a bottle 
of milk. Needless to say, some got milk that didn't 
need it, and others we missed. 

I musn't forget to mention our good farm 
neighbors, the Durstons. They lived east of us on the 
old Millar farm. They helped us out of many a tight 
corner. We sold the farm in 1943 to Gordon Kroft, and 
moved to B.C. 

In 1947 Hugh's health was giving us a lot of concern 
so we moved to Carlyle, Sask. We built our house and 
Hugh worked as a carpenter for several years. He also 
worked with the Department of Highways until poor 
health forced him to retire. I worked in Arcola 
Hospital for 23 years, and was Matron of the hospital 
for several years. Hugh passed away in 1966. I kept on 
nursing until 1971. I am still living in Carlyle and en
joying my retirement. 

Barry joined the Air Force in 1950 and is now a Ma
jor. He received an award from the Governor General 
for exceptional service in May, 1977. He is married and 
has a girl and boy, now in high school. They are 
stationed at Ottawa, Ontario. 

Keith worked on oil drilling rigs. He joined the Ace 
Mud Company and is now Vice-President of the com
pany. He is married and has four children. The oldest 
girl, Terry, is to be married in October. The two 
youngest are still in school. They live at Sherwood 
Park, Alberta. 

The best time of my life was spent at Rapid City 
and I won't forget my good friends there. 

McFARLAND HISTORY - contributed by W. A. 
Lorne McFarland 

My father William McFarland came to Manitoba 
from Jarvis, Ontario around 1872 and with his brother 
Alfred McFarland homesteaded near where Cardale is 
now. Later his father and mother, Francis and Mary 
McFarland and a sister Isabelle McFarland came to 
live on the homestead. Francis died in 1899 and is 
buried in the Rapid City cemetery. The next year 
Alfred sold out his interest in the homestead to my 
father and moved to Rapid City, where he built a house 
and his mother lived with him. 

When William McFarland married in 1903 his sister 
Isabelle moved to Rapid City and lived with Alfred and 
her mother. Isabelle worked for some years in 
Burland's Furniture Store. My grandmother, Mary 
McFarland died in 1908 and is also buried in Rapid City 
cemetery. 

When Isabelle married Dr. Howard Reid in 1904 
they lived in Rapid City for some years. They later 
moved to Hamiota. 

Alfred McFarland left Rapid City about this time 
(1908). 



WILLIAM McFARLIN HISTORY 
William McFarlin was born in Bracebridge, On

tario in 1873. He came west as a boy with his parents to 
Brandon. He married Lucy Cook, of London, England, 
at Brandon in 1897. They lived in various places, com
ing to Rapid City from Carlyle, Saskatchewan in 1916 
and settled on a farm 10-13-20 in the Oakleigh district. 

Dad was an ardent sport fan and did much to foster 
baseball and later softball games in the district. He 
was one of the promotors of the first Fat Calf and Colt 
Show at Oakleigh. His ability in relaying stories and 
gathering information added much to the social 
gatherings of the U.F.M. and Community Club. 

Mother worked for the Red Cross in both wars. 
When not sewing for her family, she was busy with 
some type of fancy work, much of which is still around 
today. 

Although Mother and Dad went through many 
hardships raising their family of twelve, it was a hap
py home. Even through the depression years they saw 
that all their daughters received their high school 
training at Brandon Collegiate with the exception of 
youngest who received her high school at Rapid City. 
Our home was the place where the young folks con
gregated and we look back with fond memories to 
those many happy occasions. 

Dad passed away in 1943 and Mother in 1956. Both 
are laid to rest in Rapid City cemetery. 

Edward born in 1900 was an engineer on C.N.R. He 
married Elsie Oldry and lived in Brandon. They had a 
family of four. Kathleen, Audrey, Beryl and Ralph. 
Edward died in 1964. 

Albert born in 1902 spent most of his adult life in 
British Columbia engaged in reforestation. He died in 
1962. 

Stanley was born in 1904 and was engaged in 
carpentry until his retirement. He had a family of two. 
George and Daphnie. He died in 1975. 

Alfred born in 1910 worked on the family farm. He 
married Aileen Carr and moved to Foxwarren. They 
have a family of five. Bill, Margaret, Wilma, Cathy 
and Kennie. Alf retired from the Manitoba Good Roads 
in 1974 and enjoys his leisure in Foxwarren, still active 
in Oddfellow Lodge and all community activities. 

Nellie born in 1906 worked for many years in Bran
don before marrying Gerald Bonfield and moving to 
Port Alberni, B.C. They had a family of three. 
Georgina, Maureen and Lawrence. Nellie died in 1968. 

Edna born in 1908, graduated as a nurse from Win
nipeg General. She served overseas as a Nursing Sister 
from 1941-45. She married Desmond Prentice. They 
have one son Brian and enjoy life in Victoria. 

Margaret born in 1919 married Alf Nairne. They 
had a family of three: Marion, Barbara and Bill. 
Margaret retired in May 1977 from many years as a 
Medical Clerk at Health Science in Winnipeg, where 
she still lives. 

Alice born in 1913, married Charles Bonfield and 
lives in Port Alberni, British Columbia. They have a 
family of four. Shirley, Drew, Barry and Beverly. 
Alice retired in 1976 from the British Columbia Vital 
Statistics office in Nanaimo. 

Hazel born in 1917, spent many years in Ottawa as 
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Executive Assistant to L. F. Burrows of the Canadian 
Horticultural Council. She married Iven Galvin. They 
live in Edmonton, where Hazel works with the Depart
ment of Fisheries and the Enviroment. 

Daisy born in 1919 married James Kossats. They 
have a family of two. Allan and Mary Lou. Daisy 
worked in Ottawa with the government in different 
capacities since 1944. She hopes to take an early retire
ment and with her husband explore different parts of 
Canada. 

Edith born in 1921 married Gordon Steitzer. They 
have two daughters. Penny and Patti. Edith served 
overseas in R.C.A.F. Headquarters in London, as 
stenographer. She is presently employed with Cargil 
Grain Head Office in Winnipeg. 

Thelma born in 1924 married Gordon Terry and her 
history appears elsewhere in the book. 

HENRY ALBERT AND JANET McINTOSH FAMILY 
Henry Albert and Janet McIntosh were born in the 

Seaforth, Ontario area and spent their youth there. 
Henry commonly known as Harry, around about 1900 
came west to Angusville on a harvest excursion. 
Return railway fare for the excursion was ten dollars. 
His work that fall was operating a portable steam 
engine which was hauled by two oxen. He returned 
home following the harvest. In 1901 Jack McIntosh a 
brother of Harry's came west from Seaforth and 
located a farm east of Rapid City. The following year 
Harry along with his wife and three small boys moved 
west and made their home with Jack. Harry was a 
skilled stone mason and he found employment in Bran
don as that city was rapidly growing. However, he 
remained there only a short time as he was not 
prepared to work under a union. He returned to Rapid 
City to ply his trade in that area. His first job was with 
Dad Flaws in building the foundation for a woolen mill 
under construction. It is interesting to note that in 
building the firewall for the engine boiler it was 5-6 ft. 
high, approximately four feet wide. When Harry and 
his son Earl were on a visit to Rapid City in the 1930's 
it was the only stone work of the old mill still standing. 
The life of the woolen mill was comparatively short 
and on its closing the building housed Rapid City's first 
electric light plant. Power for the light plant was 
produced by a Ruston Hornsby gas producer engine 
burning coal gas. Tragedy hit the McIntosh family the 
first year they were in Manitoba in that they contacted 
scarlet fever. While the oldest son Earl recovered, the 
two younger sons Kitchener and James died. This was 
a great shock to Harry's wife, so that winter she 
returned to Seaforth, as she was pregnant and William 
was born in Seaforth prior to her return to Rapid City 
the following spring. 

Following their first year in Rapid City Harry had· 
pretty well established a stone mason business. 
Results of his work can still be seen in foundations of 
homes in the district. In 1904 his brother-in-law 
decided to give up his farm at Rapid City and move 
further west to a farm in the Stoughton Sask. area. 
Harry and his family had been living with him in Rapid 
City on the farm. This made it necessary for Harry to 
purchase an old farm house which he moved into town. 
He put a furnace in it (fairly new idea at that time) 



and this house which is still standing is known as "the 
Buchart House". Howard was born in this house in 
1906 and John (Jack) in 1908. In 1909 a move was made 
to a cement brick house built by George Stone. George 
Stone was moving to Minnedosa to assume the position 
of County Court Judge. Jean the only girl in the family 
was born in 1910 in the cement brick house and Wilfred 
in 1913. 

The cement brick house was the McIntosh home un
til they moved from Rapid City to Cardale in 1913. It 
still stands and is located in the S.E. part of the town. 
In the area is a street bearing the name of McIntosh 
and it is believed it was named after the family. 

About 1908 Harry found the stone mason work was 
affecting his health and a change in occupation to 
something less strenuous was advisable. It happened 
that Hugh Lockart who had been farming south of 
Rapid city had sold his farm and was looking for a new 
field of endeavour. Harry and Hugh met and they 
formed a partnership known as Lockart & McIntosh 
and established an implement business. They 
purchased the old Methodist Church which stood on the 
corner opposite Fulcher residence and moved it to its 
present sight of Birkinshaws. Interesting information 
relating to the implement business of that time was 
the great demand for machinery as farming was rapid
ly expanding. Lockart & McIntosh sold more than 100 
Case steam engines, steel separators and gasoline out
fits. The first No.8 Cockshutt D-D seed drill in the dis
trict was sold to this firm. Harry had the pleasure of 
selling the second gasoline threshing outfit in Man. It 
was sold to Ted Short of the Totanka district and it was 
a 15 H.P. International Harvester with a Bell City hand 
feed separator. History was made in Rapid City one 
Sunday morning when a C.P.R. engine, flat car and 
caboose chugged into Rapid City bearing only one Case 
steam engine. Another interesting event was the first 
train carload of gasoline arriving in Rapid City was in 
wood barrels. However, this was short lived as the 
Imperial Oil Co. replaced them with steel drums and 
tanks. The wood barrels created a problem as the 
lintels on top of the barrels had to be covered with 
water each morning to keep them tight. 

With the expansion of the business, Stone Bros. 
joined the firm and in 1912 the Central Lumber & Im
plement Co. was born. A branch of the company was 
opened in Cardale with Dick Elwood as Manager and 
another at McConnell with Bert Stone in charge. This 
new firm lasted only one year and in the fall of 1913 the 
McConnell branch was closed. The partnership was 
dissolved resulting in Harry McIntosh taking over the 
Cardale business and Hugh Lockart taking over the 
Rapid City business. The McIntosh family moved to 
Cardale in the fall of 1913. In reviewing the time the 
McIntosh family were residents of Rapid City, Harry 
was deeply interested in community affairs, his 
church and his family. Lodge work found him involved 
with the LO.O.F. and Canadian Order of Foresters. In 
1910 he was a representative of the LO.O.F to Grand 
Lodge in Winnipeg. About 1908-10 he was a member of 
the School Board in Rapid City. When the family 
moved to Cardale he became involved in the organiza
tion of a consolidated school district. This was a 
forerunner to the present larger school units. He died 
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in 1939 and his wife Janet died in 1948. Their son 
William died in 1945. Earl and his wife Mildred retired 
and live in Toronto. They have no children. Howard is 
retired from the Hudson Bay Mining Co. and is living 
in Winnipeg. His wife Elaine died in 1971. They have 
three sons and one daughter. Jean married Ralph 
Shewfelt and since his retirement from the Canadian 
Imperial Bank of Commerce they have made their 
home in Winnipeg. Their family consists of one son and 
one daughter. 

Wilfred and his wife Beatrice live in Brandon where 
he is employed with Canada Manpower. His family 
consist of one son and one daughter. Jack and his sec
ond wife Elma are retired and live in Kelowna, B.C. 
During his career with the Royal Bank he returned to 
Rapid City as manager of that branch. He was 
stationed there from 1944-1947. During 1947 his first 
wife Erma and younger son Thomas died as a result of 
polio. His older son Spence now resides in Toronto 
where he is employed by the Ontario Civil Service. 

HARVEY McKAY 
Harvey McKay was born at Sinclair, Manitoba, 

Jan. 4th, 1909. He is one of a family of ten children. His 
parents came from Lanark County, Ontario. He 
received his schooling at Sinclair school. 

Harvey has spent most of his life farming. He likes 
stock and enjoys his garden. In the fall of 1934 he came 
to the Cardale-Moline area to help with harvest work 
and remained to work for George Underhill for the 
winter months. For the next two winters he worked for 
the late Fred Bollman and G. UnderhilL 

On October 26th, 1938, Harvey married Vera 
Underhill, eldest daughter of Dick and Mary 
Underhill, of Moline. They farmed in the Sinclair dis
trict from Oct. 1938 - April 1950. Their farm home was 
burnt to the ground on Feb. 17th, 1950. The family 
moved back to Moline to take over the farm of the late 
Peter Dick (Vera's uncle who had passed away in Feb. 
1950) They have three daughters. 

Shirley, Mrs. Steve Rudneski, of Virden, Man. They 
have a family of four boys: Wayne, Bruce, Kelly, 
Kerry, all attending school at Virden. The family 
operate the White Owl Service Station at the junction 
of Highway 83 and P.R. 257. 

Sylvia married Jake Dyck and live at Courtenay, 
B.C. Jake is a mechanic at the air force base at 
Comox, B.C. They have three children; Barbara, 
Kevin and Andrea, all go to school at Courtenay. 

Yvonne (Bonnie) Strachan lives at Kamloops, B.C. 
and is a switchboard operator for the Woodwards store 
there. She has one son, Brian and he attends school in 
Kamloops. 

In March 1974 Harvey and Vera sold their farm to 
Rod Underhill of Moline. Their auction sale followed 
on April 26th of the same year. In September, 1975, 
they moved to Rapid City where they now reside in the 
residence purchased from Mr. and Mrs. Pat Carr. 

THOMAS McKELLAR 
Thomas McKellar was the first of the McKellars to 

come to the Rapid City district. There were only four 
families in Rapid City at that time. He freighted with 



oxen from Portage la Prairie. He filed his first 
homestead west of town in 1878, one hundred years 
ago. His parents with his brothers and sister came to 
Rapid City a few years later. They homesteaded three 
miles S.E. of Pettapiece. As this farm bordered the 
Little Saskatchewan River, when the bridge was built 
it was named the McKellar Bridge. The bridge was 
torn down in the late 1950's. Mother, Hannah died in 
1894 and father, John in 1902. Their son, Duncan and 
daughter, Elizabeth, operated the farm until they 
passed away in 1918 and 1926. Another son Alex 
McKellar married Marg Giles and operated an imple
ment business in Rapid City. He later owned a butcher 
business in town. 

Thomas died in 1939 and his wife in 1936. They 
raised a family of two; Archie, who now lives in Van
couver and Alice of Victoria, B.C. Archie married a 
local girl Lorraine Frost and they had two daughters. 

H. R. McKINNON 
Robert was born in Brandon, Manitoba August 1917 

youngest son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Archie McKin
non of Rapid City. He received his elementary and 
high school education in Rapid City. He joined the 
Canadian Army Artillery in 1942. 

Robert and Mary McKinnon. 

Archie McKinnon Home. 
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He married Mary Kroft in 1952 and they farmed 21-
13-19 for 12 years before moving to Rapid City in 1964. 

He worked for J. W. Brown (International 
Harvester) for several years also at the Esso Service 
and at the present with EI's Texaco all of Rapid City. 

They have one daughter Katherine who lives in 
Brandon Manitoba. 

MRS. MARY McKINNON 
I was born at Millwood, Manitoba in 1897. My 

parents were Wm. and Katherine McKinnon. I 
attended school in the Craigie School district. Later I 
decided to enter the nursing profession and took my 
training at the Swift Current, Saskatchewan General 
Hospital. After nursing at several points in 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba, I finally became a per
manent resident of the Rapid City area in 1931 when I 
married Alex McKinnon and went to live at the old 
family homestead started by my husband's father 
back in the early 1880's. 

In 1886 my father-in-law and his wife, Margaret and 
Alexander McKinnon, emigrated from Scotland and 
after living in eastern Canada, settled in Rapid City. 
For several years he operated the Oatmeal Mill in 
Rapid City and "the mill house" was their home. He 
was a councillor for ward Two for several years. 
Margaret died in 1931, Alexander died in 1941. Both 
were buried in Pettapiece cemetery. 

The next move was to the homestead six miles from 
Rapid City where the old stone house was to be the 
McKinnon home for two generations. The lot of the 
early pioneers was a difficult one; breaking the new 
land, seeding, harvesting, cultivating, caring for 
livestock was a full-time job for the men folk. The 
housewife helped with all the above operations and in 
addition, ran the household, cared for the children, 
looked after the garden, poultry, etc. besides taking 
part in community events. 

I would be remiss if I did not pay tribute to my 
mother-in-law, Margaret, (Maggie, as she was known 
to her many friends in the area). Besides performing 
the many tasks at home, she made the nine miles to 
Rivers to market her farm vegetables, eggs, butter, 
etc. For many years the white horse, pulling the buggy 
loaded with produce was a well-known sight. In winter, 
of course, she drove the cutter through snow and forty 
below weather. 

Alex McKinnon Sr. and Margaret had six children: 
Mary, born 1886 in Scotland, Bill, born 1887 in Mitchell, 
Ontario, Tina, born 1889 in Portage la Prairie, Alex 
and Arthur, born 1891 and 1893 in Portage la Prairie 
and Jessie, born 1899 in Rapid City. 

Alex and I had two daughters: Margaret, born in 
1933 and Winnifred, born in 1934. Both girls attended 
the elementary school at Little Saskatchewan school 
district. Both girls attended the Rapid City school and 
Margaret attended St. Michaels Academy in Brandon. 
She taught school at Birdtail, McConnell, Flin Flon, 
Winnipeg, Inuvik and also at Nahannie Butte, North 
West Territories.In 1950 she married and is now living 
in Fort Nelson. Winnifred attended agricultural school 
at Brandon for a time and worked at the Minnedosa 
Nursing Home and Port Simpson Boarding School and 
is now located at Dawson Creek. 



My husband and I were able to take part in the 
social and religious life in Rapid City. He was a 
member of the Masonic Order and I was a charter 
member of the Eastern Star Lodge. We attended the 
United Church and I served on different church 
groups. When my daughters were growing up I helped 
with the Canadian Girls In Training and later with the 
Mission Band. 

After thirty-four years of farming, we came to 
British Columbia in 1965, settling in Victoria. My hus
band passed away in 1974. This leaves only one of Alex 
McKinnon Sr. family alive. She is Jessie, who makes 
her home in Victoria, after a long career in business. 
Mary married and lived in Nelson, British Columbia. 
Bill farmed at Alonsa, Manitoba. Tina married and 
lived at Minnedosa and Arthur farmed about three 
miles from the old homestead. I am now a resident of 
North Park Manor, Victoria. 

DONALD ARTHUR McKINNON 
Donald Arthur McKinnon, third son of Mr. and Mrs. 

Alex McKinnon Sr. was born at Portage la Prairie, 
November 15, 1893. He came to Rapid City with his 
parents and other members of the family when a 
child. His father had come out to work in the Oatmeal 
mill but shortly afterward took up farming west of 
town on E.% 16-13-20. 

Arthur received his education at Little 
Saskatchewan school. He married Adelaide Mildred 
English, daughter of Richard and Margaret English, 
November 5, 1926. They farmed E.l/219-13-20 until they 
retired. They had two sons Rixon, born 1933 and 
Lionel, born 1936. 

Arthur was active in Corithian Masonic Lodge and 
Addie in the Eastern Star. They took pride in their 
flower and vegetable gardens. Addi.e died December 
16, 1973 and Arthur died July 7, 1976. They were laid to 
rest in Pettapiece cemetery. 

Rixon married Jane Proven in 1961. They farm 
north of town in McBride school district. They have a 
family of three, James, Brenda and Neil. Their family 
is active in sports and 4-H. 

Lionel married June Creamer. They live in Bran
don where Lionel is a heavy equipment mechanic. 
They have a family of two, Rilla and Joseph. 

MR. AND MRS. JOHN McLAUGHLIN 
John and Ann, with a family of ten children left 

Wroxeter, Ontario, in the summer of 1877, came as far 
west as Portage la Prairie. The family spent a year 
and a half at Portage on a large cattle ranch. 

The summer of 1878, John McLaughlin and two 
sons, Bob and Jim, came to the Rapid City area to 
stake a claim for homesteads and they also put up feed 
for the next year. John's homestead was SE 1f4 section 
4-14-20. Jim got SW 1f4 section 4-14-20. Bob got SE % 
section 5-14-20. John, Jim and Bob went back to Por
tage la Prairie for the winter of 1878. 

In the spring of 1879, the family came to John's 
homestead. When they arrived they were very disap
pointed to find the hay they had put up was stolen. 

The McLaughlin family of ten children were Jim, 
Bob, Lou, Jack, Will, Tom (Tom better known around 
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Rapid City and Moline, was 13 years when they moved 
to the Rapid City area). The girls were Mary, Jenny, 
Maggie, and Susie. The McLaughlin family found it 
hard going in those days, as others must have done. 
John operated a hotel and stage coach lines back in On
tario. He thought a lot of his horses, so he brought four 
of his best horses with him to Manitoba, but later re
quired oxen to break the land. John spent most of his 
later life herding cattle, (the boys did the land work). 
He had his favorite horse Phoebe and dog, Fanny. One 
instance we remembered hearing about was how one 
cold and stormy night, John, his horse and dog got lost, 
they came upon a hay stack and John spent the night 
digging holes in the stack to keep from freezing, 
(needless to say the horse enjoyed the hay.) 

Jim and Bob had their own homesteads to work and 
Tom and Will helped their father. When John passed 
away on April 13, 1893 at the age of 70 years, Tom and 
Will continued to work at home and each received part 
of their father's homestead, needing more land they 
got N 1/2 section 9-14-20. (A lot we don't know, but some 
place in here the McLaughlin's built a big house and 
barn. Wouldn't it be interesting to know what it cost in 
those days?) Ann, John's wife, passed away Oct. 10, 
1901, at the age of seventy years. 

Will McLaughlin had two children: Lloyd and Ruth. 
Later in time Will sold his land and went into the 
machine business in Saskatoon, Sask. with Henry 
Soldan. 

Jim McLaughlin married Janet Murray of 
Hamiota, Man. They raised six children: Fred, Jim, 
Jack, Jenny, Bert and Ettie. Jim moved to Dauphin, 
Man. where some McLaughlins still live. Jim met a 
tragic death at the age of 39, when he and his wife 
came from Dauphin to Rapid City in April, 1893 for his 
father's funeral, and on their way home they were 
crossing the Minnedosa River by Lake Audy, with 
team and sleigh, he was drowned, but his wife was 
saved by her fur coat catching onto some scrub, there 
she stayed till help came. 

Bob McLaughlin married Annie Carr, they had five 
children: Russell, Olive, Irene and Annie; and Wilfred 
who died at a young age. Bob and Annie moved to the 
Conquest, Outlook area in Saskatchewan. 

Jack McLaughlin never married, he homesteaded 
NE % section 16-14-20 

Lou McLaughlin and his wife Mary had two 
children, they both died in their teens. Lou was a 
jockey and lived in Brandon. 

Mary McLaughlin, married a Sparling and they 
lived in Winnipeg, Man. 

Jenny McLaughlin married George Davies of Ox
bow, Saskatchewan. 

Susie McLaughlin married Henry Soldan of Rapid 
City, Man. and this couple had six children: Bill, Roy, 
Jack, Allan, Elsie and Bertha. They went to Ontario to 
live. 

Maggie McLaughlin married Will Hampton of 
Rapid City and they raised a family of seven: Della, 
Seta, Vera, Carrie, Bill, Hugh, and Robbie who died at 
an early age. They lived in Winnipeg, Man. 

Thomas John McLaughlin married Louise 
Catherine Bollman of Moline, Man. in 1905. Tom and 
Louise raised a family of four: Raymond John, born 



Oct. 5, 1906. Annie Catherine, born Feb. 5, 1909. 
Leonard John, born March 30, 1912. Marjorie Louise, 
born Sept. 26, 1923. Tom and Louise had two house fires 
in their time, one burned in 1914, they built another 
home, it burned in May, 1934. They never gave up, a 
third house was built and it still stands on Section 4-14-
20, now occupied by the Sworyk brothers. Louise 
McLaughlin passed away in November, 1942. Thomas 
passed away in May, 1946. Annie married Fred 
Brazzell, John, (commonly known as Jack) married 
Margaret Quesnel of Minnedosa, Man. Marj married 
Bill Bridgeman of Moline, Man. 

Raymond John McLaughlin married Mary Bell 
Bridgeman of Moline, Man. in Oct. 1943. They had two 
children: Roberta Jeanette, born Sept. 5, 1944, and 
Glen Edward, born April 10, 1949. Ray and Mary live 
on W 112 of section 10-14-20. Jeanette married Roy Allen 
McLean of Brandon, Man. on May 7, 1966, and they 
reside in Brandon. Roy works for Wiltons Ford Truck 
Centre, Jeanette also worked at Wiltons Truck Centre 
in the lunch room until recently. They have a son, 
Robert Allen, who was born Feb. 10, 1977. 

Glen married Carol West of Mountain Side, Man. 
(near Deloraine) on Oct. 9, 1971, and they live on a 
farm near Forrest, Man. Glen is a Journeyman 
Plumber, but is presently employed with the Trans 
Canada Pipe Line and is working at the Rapid City 
Compressor Station. 

JACK AND MARGARET McLAUGHLIN 
Jack McLaughlin was born at Moline, Manitoba. 

Parents were the late Thomas and Louise McLaughlin. 
He went to school at Moline, later farming with his 
Dad and leaving. home in his late teens to work for dis
trict farmers until 1930 and then went to work for Bert 
Westwood from Rapid City until 1939. He then leased 
the Vise farm and married Margaret Quesnel, eldest 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. L. Quesnel of Minnedosa. 
The following year he returned to work for Bert 
Westwood until the fall of 1941, then moved to Win
nipeg where he was employed by Building Products for 
a number of years. Then he was employed by Hill the 
Movers for five years as warehouse man until Security 
Storage bought them out. Jack continued working for 
Security as a china packer until his retirement in 
March, 1977. Presently he is living at 222 Conway St., 
St. James, Manitoba. 

We have a family of three: 
Shirley-Mrs. Gordon Muller of Fort Garry, Winnipeg. 
They have one daughter-Renalee 
Wayne-lives at Kitchener, Ontario-a salesman for 
Ryders Machinery. 
Ronald-of Winnipeg, Manitoba-Packer and driver 
for Hill Security. 

GEORGE C. McLEAN F AMIL Y - by George McLean 
George was born in Brandon and lived in the Little 

Souris district until 1929 when he moved with his 
mother and father, the late Duncan and Alma McLean, 
to the Forrest district residing on the south half of 21-
12-19, thereupon receiving his elementary schooling in 
Mount Vernon school and high school at the Brandon 
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Collegiate. After completing high school he was 
employed with his uncle Clarence Baker, Imperial Oil 
agent and the Imperial Oil Co. of Brandon as 
bookkeeper. In 1943 George joined the RCNVR and 
served the remainder of the war on the North Atlantic 
as ASDIC operator on the HMCS Amherst, a corvette. 
Upon discharge, he returned to his former employer 
and there remained until the spring of 1948. 

In September of 1946, George married the former 
Jean Isabel Dow of Bethany, Manitoba and they moved 
in 1948 to the Rapid City district. George and his 
brother Olie, having purchased the farm known as the 
Clarence George farm and owned by Alf McFarlin at 
that time; the west half 17-13-19 and the southeast 
quarter 18-13-19. At the time of this writing George and 
Jean still live on their farm and this is where their 
family was born and raised, taking their education in 
Rapid City and the Forrest high school. 

In 1949 Harold W. McLean was born in Minnedosa, 
now residing in Winnipeg, married Madeleine Arpen of 
St. Pierre, Manitoba. They have one daughter 
Chantelle Madeleine. Harold is an auctioneer and a 
gas fitter with Furnaceman of Winnipeg. 

In 1952 Craig George McLean was born in 
Minnedosa, now residing in Winnipeg and is employed 
with the Manitoba Hydro as load dispatch operator, 
also holding his third class power engineer papers. 

In 1954 Janice Noreen McLean was born in 
Minnedosa. On July 14, 1973 she married Barry 
Meadows (son of Ward and Ethel Meadows of the 
Forrest district). They have one daughter Pamela 
Jean and at present reside at Yorkton, Saskatchewan 
where Barry is bank manager for the Bank of Mon
treal. 

Jean's father, John Dow, came to Manitoba from 
Witchell, Ontario and married Charlotte Docking of 
Cypress River in 1906, later to move to Bethany, 
Manitoba as postmaster. John Dow passed away May 
23, 1937, his wife Charlotte became postmistress and 
served until her retirement in 1959. Jean's mother 
passed away on December 4, 1963. 

The McLean family, being quite musical, formed 
an orchestra in the late 1930's; OUe-guitar, 
Harold-accordion, George-violin. They played for 
house-parties and dances in the surrounding districts. I 
remember quite well receiving fifty cents for a night's 
playing. During the War, the orchestra became inac
tive, as the three brothers joined up and served 
overseas. Harold was killed in action May 3, 1945. 

After moving to Rapid City in 1948, Olie and George 
formed what was known as the McLean Orchestra hav
ing enlisted Ned Northcott-banjo and Maude Cundy 
as a pianist. Interesting to note that all the Northcott 
girls played the piano in the orchestra, as the years 
went by. The orchestra is now disbanded, but Olie and 
George still give musical selections at concerts, etc. 

In 1965 George bought into the hardware business in 
Rapid City having purchased John Swanston's share 
who was in partnership with Don McFaddin at that 
time. Don and George as partners remained in the 
Dee-Jay Hardware until February 1973 when they sold 
out by auction, closing out the hardware business in 
Rapid City. 

In 1961, George was elected to council in the rural 



municipality of Saskatchewan and has served as coun
cillor for Ward 1 up to the present time (1977) and was 
appointed Deputy Reeve in 1977. 

It has been an honor and pleasure to serve the rate
payers of ward 1 over the past years and most gratify
ing to see the improvements that have been made in 
the municipality. 

Also as a past-president of the Rapid City and dis
trict Chamber of Commerce and past secretary and 
president of the Rapid City Legion Branch No. 49, 
I have enjoyed my terms of office. 

OLIVER AND MARGARET McLEAN 
Duncan Oliver was born July 19, 1919, in Brandon, 

the eldest son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Duncan 
McLean. I have two brothers and one sister; George 
and Albert, Rapid City and Bernice (Mrs. Harvey Ber
tram) Brandon. Brother Harold lost his life in W.W.II. 
I began schooling at little Souris school until 1930 when 
we moved to Rapid City area and attended Mount Ver
non School in the St. George's district. 

In 1936 we formed a small orchestra called the 
"Swing Four" with brothers Harold accordian and 
George violin, Jack Stewart violin and I played guitar. 
We entertained until 1940 when I joined the Armed 
Forces for W.W. II. I served with the army in Holland 
and Germany, where I received a mention in Dispatch 
for distinguished service. I returned home in 1946 and 
was employed by the Manitoba Hydro as a linesman on 
construction. In 1948 brother George and I purchased 
the farm known as the Clarence George farm from Alf 
McFarlin. We each had 240 acres but have added more 
acreage since. Around 1950 we formed the McLean 
Orchestra with Maude Cundy pianist, Ned Northcott 
banjo, George violin and myself guitar. Over the years 
we have had the assistance of Mrs. Allan Stewart, 
Howard Trott and the Northcott sisters at the piano. 
We entertained at dances and concerts all around the 
area for many miles but now limit it to the Rapid City 
Area. 

In 1956 I married Margaret Mabel Draper, eldest 
daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. J.G. Draper, Elgin. 
She had three brothers and one sister; Harold, Robert, 
William and Jessie (Mrs. Reg Rogers). She completed 
her education to grade 12 at Elgin. My wife and I are 
very active in the district and both belong to the 
United Church. Margaret has been leader of Unit Two 
of the U.C.W. for several years and Past Noble Grand 
in Deborah Rebekah Lodge No.9. 

I sing in the choir, am on the Church Board and on 
the Wider Parish CounciL I received my thirty year 
pin in the Royal Canadian Legion. I am past Noble 
Grand of I.O.O.F. Lodge No. 18 and a member of 
Deborah Rebekah Lodge. 

We reside on our farm SE 1f4, 18-13-19 in the Sask. 
Municipality about 21/2 miles south of town on which I 
built all the buildings. 

DWIGHT GARNET McMILLAN FAMILY 
D.G. as he was known to his customers was born in 

Listowel, Ontario in 1882 coming with his father to 
Franklin, Manitoba. They worked on a farm and later 
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homesteaded north of Clan william , they being a fami
ly of thirteen. 

Anna Dagmar Skullerud was born in Norway in 
1876. In Norway she and her sister were partners in a 
store. Anna read of wealth and opportunity awaiting 
all who came to Canada, so along with her girlfriend 
Alma (who later became Mrs. Alma Hauson) came to 
seek their fortune, arriving at Tanners Crossing, 
Minnedosa in 1905. Her only fortune was the same lot 
as befell many young ladies of the time, fortunate to 
find employment in a farm home. A year later she 
married Dwight Garnet McMillan. 

D.G. learned the butchering trade and butchered in 
Clanwilliam, moving to Brandon in 1924, then to Rapid 
City in 1927. His first business was purchased from Joe 
Hare, which was on the site of the present Town Of· 
fice. Mr. McMillan originally moved this building to 
Rapid City from Clanwilliam. They left Rapid City for 
Brandon around 1940 and moved to Vancouver in the 
40's. They then moved to Kinnaird, B.C. in 1957. Anna 
died on June 21, 1964 and Dwight passed away at 
Langley, B.C. in 1974. They had four children; Garnet 
who lives at Castlegar, B.C., Esther (Mrs. E. Holford) 
lives in Los Angeles, California, Theresa (Mrs. T.C. 
Oddie) lives in Aldergrove, B.C., and Pearl (Mrs. 
J.Flanigan) lives in Rapid City. 

DAVID McNAUGHT 
David McNaught was born in 1840 at Penpont, Dum

friesshire, Scotland, the son of John and Mary 
(Kirkpatrick) McNaught. They came to Canada in 
1844, after a month's trip on a sailing ship and then 
settled in Ontario. 

David McNaught was apprenticed to a blacksmith 
and after learning his trade, went into business for 
himself and owned the "Seaforth Carriage Works." He 
married Rebecca Ross, daughter of "Ross, the 
Weaver", in 1864 at Fergus, Ontario. Taking his family 
and wordly goods, he moved, by oxcart, to Rapid City, 
Manitoba in 1881. They had four sons and three 
daughters. Here he bought a farm and raised purebred 
livestock, ran a livery stable and managed one of the 
most successful stage coach lines in the country. For 
six years he and his sons made the daily trip to Bran
don (22 miles) and were late only four times. 

While shoeing a horse, he was crushed against the 
wall and was advised to give up the blacksmith 
business. 

Recognizing the need for a veterinarian, he left his 
family in Manitoba and attended Veterinarian College 
in Toronto, graduating as a veterinary surgeon. He 
served a wide territory .. Binscarth being included. 
He was a practicing veterinarian when an outbreak of 
glanders struck horses in Manitoba. It went to his 
horse-lover's heart to have to order so many to be shot, 
as the disease is incurable and communicable. 

About 1900 he retired from this profession (he was 
succeeded by Dr. Young) and went into the lumber 
business in Rapid City. 

David McNaught was elected to the Manitoba 
Legislature-as Liberal Member representative of the 
Municipality of Marquette. (At the same time, his 
brother W.K.McNaught-represented North Toronto 
as a conservative member of the Ontario Legislature.) 



David McNaught was also active in civic affairs in 
Rapid City. He was a staunch church member and was 
Sunday School superintendent in St. Pauls 
Presbyterian Church for over 25 years. He was an 
entertaining story-teller of the pioneer days-as he 
stood to carve the Christmas turkey for an admiring 
host of grandchildren and their elders. They 
celebrated their golden wedding anniversary in 1914. 

He kept and drove a good horse and buggy until he 
bought and learned to drive a car at the age of 80. 

He died, regretted in 1922. 

THE FAMILY OF MR. AND MRS. D. McNAUGHT 
John, the eldest son who became a railway 

superintendent in Minneapolis. He married Mary 
O'Brian and they had two daughters, Marion Jones and 
Catherine Becker. 

Maggie married George Stone, County Clerk in 
Minnedosa. Their children; Lucie McDonald, Dave 
who was a lumber merchant in town, Bert who was 
killed in the First World War, Ken, a bank manager, 
Ralph, a Hotel operator, Reba Brooks, Mildred 
Jackson, Margaret Andrews and Nora Piper. 

Bill, also served in the War. He married Minnie 
Johnstone. Their three children are in Edmonton. 
David, Bertha Purdie and Bob. 

Tom McNaught children: Bud, Louise, Dave and 
Eva. 

Tom married Bertha Johnstone. He farmed and 
sold implements in Rapid City. Their children are 
Dave, Lois, Thomas, Bud, Eva Dowker and Kathleen 
Thordarson all became teachers except Bud who es
tablished his own wholesale business in Vancouver. 

Mabel married Hampton Hindson and had four 
children, Mac, (McNaught), Beth Northam, Ross and 
Doris Bent. 

Laura a year old baby when they made the ox-cart 
trip from Ontario married George Hindson. 

Bernard married Tina Hunkin and was a druggist 
in Hamiota for many years. They had two children, 
Margaret Fulton and Ross who took over his father's 
business. 
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McNEIL HISTORY - contributed by Mrs. H. Mills, 
Lethbridge, Alberta 

My grandparents, Thomas and Elizabeth McNeil 
and their baby son Thomas came to Canada from 
Glasgow, Scotland in 1883 and settled in or near Rapid 
City. Five more children were born to them. Ernest 
Melvin (Scotty) 1885, John Alexander (Jack) 1886, 
Campbell and William who died at the ages of five and 
six were buried in Rapid City in 1884. One died on Tues
day and one died on Thursday the same week of 
Scarlet Fever. Margaret Ann my mother was born in 
1890. They lived on a farm in the district and moved 
into the town about 1895. This family lived there until 
1910 when they came west to Alberta. Their son Tom 
came earlier, about 1906. Grandpa's brother Alex must 
have lived near this farm because Mother 
remembered her uncle taking her to his home when 
her two brothers, Campbell and Willie were so sick. 
She used to tell us that Uncle Alex used oxen on his 
farm and there was a slough at the end of the field. 
When he was ploughing, every time he came to that end 
of the field the oxen would take him right out into the 
middle of the slough. 

My dad, Reg Atkins and his brother, Vic were also 
in Rapid City early in this century. 

CHARLES McQUINN HISTORY 
Charles McQuinn, son of John McQuinn and his wife 

Isabella Hampton, was born in Welland Ontario 
August 2, 1864. Following the death of his mother in 
1866 he was raised by his oldest sister Mrs. H. C. Clay. 
Mr. McQuinn recalls living with the Clay family in 
Chicago at the time of the Chicago fire. They arrived 
in Rapid City in 1879 and he lived there until his death 
in 1954. 

Mr. McQuinn worked as a teamster and performed 
much laborious work for the community. He freighted 
goods from Brandon in the early days over rough trails 
and later helped grade some of those trails into 
highways. He also helped grade some of the road beds 
for our present railways. Charlie as he was known, 
was an ardent sportsman, winning many cross country 
races. He was on the 1888 lacrosse team and a keen 
curler. 

Mrs. McQuinn, the former Jane Stacey, was born at 
Amberley Ontario and came west with her parents in 
1882. The Staceys later moved to North Dakota but 
Jane stayed in Rapid City with the Basler family until 
her marriage to Mr. McQuinn. They were married on 
June 30, 1888 in st. Thomas' Anglican Church by the 
Rev. Geo. Turnbull. 

The McQuinn home was 'open house' to the young of 
two generations. Many young folk learned to dance at 
the McQuinns. They were members of St. Pauls 
Presbyterian Church, later of the United Church and 
before the days of Church halls many teas, Pancake 
socials, and quilting bees were held in their home. 

At different times three daughters played the 
church organ and weekly choir practices were held in 
their home to save heating the church. Mrs. McQuinn 
died June 30, 1970. 

The McQuinns had six children, John Charles was 
born in 1889. He, like his father, was an ardent 
sportsman and as a young man played hockey for Fer-



nie B.C. He played on the Rapid City Provincial cham
pionship lacrosse teams in 1907-8. He was a fine curler 
and many folk were taught to curl by Jack. He married 
Eleanor Robertson a Scottish lassie. They had one 
daughter, Dorothy, who when her mother died in 1924 
was raised by her grandparents. Dorothy married 
Leonard Birkinshaw in 1941. Leonard was reported 
missing over Germany in 1942. They had one son 
Leonard Gary born in 1942. Dorothy died in 1975. 

The McQuinns had the honour of having the first set 
of twins to be born in Rapid City - Jessie and Jennie 
born Feb. 10, 1891. It seemed the town gave the twins a 
piece of)and. Where or what became of it is not known. 
Jessie and Jennie grew up in Rapid City. They were 
excellent curlers and skaters and with their dad and 
brother made up the then "famous" McQuinn rink. 
Jessie was the first of the girls to play the organ in the 
Presbyterian Church. July 11, 1910. Jennie married 
Jack English from the Moline district and they went 
west to homestead, settling at Kerrobert, Sask. They 
had ten children. One daughter Doris will be 
remembered in Rapid City as coming each winter for 
several years to curl with the Gladys Dick rink in the 
Brandon and Winnipeg bonspiels. 

Jack and Jen are still living. Jack in a nursing home 
and Jen with her daughter Doris in Kindersley, Sask. 
and her wonderful family are close by .. 

Jessie leaving her job in the A. E. Lyne Jewellers 
Store followed her sister west where she worked in 
another store until her marriage to Bruce Shields in 
1913. Bruce was well known in Rapid City from their 
many visits there. They had two sons Fred and Lome. 
Jessie died in Edmonton in 1966 and Bruce died in 1966. 

The third child Margaret spent most of her life in 
Rapid City except for a short time in Sask. where she 
clerked in a store. In August 1925 she married James 
Augustus Sample. They purchased the C. M. Beattie 
store in 1937 and carried on a fine business until Gus' 
sudden death in 1943 after which Margaret carried on 
alone until her retirement in 1961. Margaret took a 
keen interest in community activities, was a charter 
member of the local branch of the Legion also of the 
Eastern Star and an elder in the United Church. She 
too was a curler and tennis player. Margaret died in 
Nov., 1962. 

Adelaide Grace known as Addie will always be 
remembered for her cheerful disposition in spite of 
poor health from girlhood on. She was the second 
McQuinn to play the organ in the Presbyterian Church. 
She attended Brandon Normal School and taught 
school for several years when her voice failed. She 
then worked for Lindenberg Bros. and at the death of 
Gus gave up her position and lived with Margaret until 
her death in 1950. Her great sense of humor and her 
consideration of others will never be forgotten. 

Juanita, the youngest of the family attended school 
in Rapid City and later studied music in Brandon. She 
taught music in Rapid City and Roseneath for several 
years and was the last of the McQuinns to be a Church 
organist. She played in the United Church until her 
marriage in 1939 to the Rev. Harry Kay. They have one 
daughter, Sandra Jane. 

Mr. and Mrs. McQuinn lived well into their nineties 
and celebrated their golden wedding in 1938 and their 
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diamond wedding in 1948 with aU of the family present. 
They are both layed to rest in the Rapid City 
Cemetery. 

McTAVISH HISTORY 
Mr. and Mrs. H. J. McTavish lived on farms in the 

Rapid City area, and following the death of "Mac" in 
December, 1956, Mrs. McTavish moved into Rapid Ci
ty. 

Myrtle and Eva, the two daughters, took their 
schooling in the Rapid City school while the two sons, 
Donald and Lloyd, took some elementary schooling 
there and then transferred to Tremaine school as their 
land wasn't in the Rapid City school area. 

Myrtle graduated as a Psychiatric Nurse from 
Brandon Mental Hospital, later becoming a registered 
nurse. She was a Lieutenant in the Army during the 
Second World War. In 1945, she married Jack Forbes 
of Keewatin, Ontario. They have two children; Dennis 
and Linda. Dennis married June Chisholm and they 
have a family of two boys and reside at Gimli, Man. 
Linda married Douglas Pelletier of Keewatin, On
tario, and they have two girls. Myrtle took a course in 
Social work, retiring from that work a few years ago. 

Eva took up teaching for several years. She 
married Bob Brechin of Carman, Man., (now 
deceased). They had two children; Carol and Donald. 
Carol married Cecil Scott of Roland, Man., and they 
have three children; Kevin, Barbara and Richard. 
Donald married Carol Gould of Carman and they have 
a daughter, Denise. 

Donald was killed in action, in Italy, the fall of 1944. 
Lloyd married Bernice Dow of Bethany, Man., and 

they farm east of Rapid City. They have two children, 
Judy and Roy. Judy married Larry Downey of Rapid 
City, and they have three children; Dwight, Dean and 
Deborah. Roy married Sandra Norris of 8t. Vital, 
Man., and they have two children; Cheri and Brent. 

Mrs. McTavish moved a house into Rapid City in 
1957, which she moved into that fall and built onto it in 
1958. She took part in activities in town, but in the fall 
of 1959 her health failed, which curtailed any ac
tivities. She lived there until the spring of 1967, when 
she gave it up to live with her family. She passed away 
in October, 1974, in her 89th year. 

CLARENCE MICHIE HISTORY 
Clarence Michie is the son of the late Wilbert 

Michie, formerly of Lenore, and Alice Hayhurst 
formerly of Oak River. Clarence was born and raised 
at Hudson Bay, Saskatchewan. He left home at 14 to 
work on the oil rigs in Alberta. In 1959, he worked on 
pipeline construction in Ontario, Saskatchewan and 
then in Manitoba. In 1961, he was hired on at Pipeline 
Station No. 30 in Rapid City, where he has been 
employed since. In August 1962 he married Petrusia 
Koscielny. 

Petrusia (Pat) is the daughter of Mike and Anne 
Koscielny, formerly of Cardale. Pat was born at 
Rossburn and moved to Cardale with her parents in 
1953. She completed her schooling at Cardale and Oak 
River, then went on to Teachers College in Winnipeg. 
She taught in the Glenella area for two years. When 



their first son, Del Travis was born in August, 1963 Pat 
retired from teaching. Their second son, Kent Tyler 
was born in April, 1965. Pat did some part-time 
teaching in Rapid City for several years and then took 
employment at the Royal Bank in Rapid City in the fall 
of 1973. She is currently employed there. 

~el and Kent are both active in local hockey and 
DellS also active in the Rivers and District Pipe Band 
as a piper. 

JOHN GEORGE MILLAR 
John George MUlar was born at Guelph, Ontario, 

1865. He came west to Portage la Prairie in his teens 
and worked at various farms and in 1882-83 on con
struction of the CPR through the Rockies (Kicking 
Horse Pass section) in the times of mule and horse 
drawn scrapers. 

Returned to Stockton, Manitoba, where he met and 
married Harriet Blain of Listowell, Ontario, in 1888. 
They farmed there and they also operated a butcher
shop and shipping business. Their family of six were 
all born at Stockton. Margaret S., Frank Abbot, Arthur 
F., and Irene. Two little girls died in infancy. 

In 1905 they purchased a butcher shop and shipping 
business in Rapid City and moved there. Each fall, 
Grandfather Millar would drive north to the Riding 
Mountains, buying cattle on the way and start the cat
tle south. A helper, Frank on "Chroppy" with his two 
dogs would be up past Newdale to meet them and pick 
up the cattle along the way. Two or three carloads 
seemed quite a herd in those days. They were staunch 
workers in the Methodist and United churches, he was 
Sunday School Superintendent for many years. 

From the turn of the century he was a real 
promoter of the I.O.O.F. lodge, becoming Grand 
Master of Manitoba in 1913. Grandmother and 
Margaret were also active in the Rebekah Deborah 
Lodge No. 18. 

Always an avid sports promoter, he encouraged his 
sons, Frank and Art to play hockey, lacrosse and foot
ball. Their elder daughter, Margaret, married Howard 
L. Errat and resided in Transcona. They had one son 
Lome, who, like his father, works for the C.N.R ' 

Arth~r, af~e~ qualifying as a druggist in University 
of Mamtoba Jomed the army as battalion dispenser, 
but transferred to the RA.F. His plane was shot down 
over France in August, 1918. 

Irene taught school at Hunterville and Wawanesa 
whe~e she married Clark Rogers. She died in 1933, 
leavmg son Frank to carryon the family name. 

FRANK AND FRANCES MILLAR 
Coming to Rapid City in 1905 and 1909 respectively, 

we graduated from the classroom of John White and 
Charles Cresswell, Frank going to a business course in 
Brandon College and I (Frances) to the first "long 
term" Normal training in Brandon's new Normal 
School in 1914. I taught school at Moline, McBride, and 
Plumas. 

We were married on September 16, 1919 and farmed 
and raised Leghorn chickens for eighteen happy years 
with the usual joys, sorrows and lean years of most of 
the young couples of the times. 
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Both were active in choir, session and U.C.W. work 
of the church, also trying to carryon both family 
traditions in the I.O.O.F. and Rebekah lodge work. 
Looking back on fifty-seven years in the Order it has 
been a wonderful experience of fellowship. 

While on the farm east of town our daughter, 
Grace, was born and three years later a son, John G. 
Margaret was born after we moved to Rapid City in 
1937 . 

. All our family received their education at Rapid 
CIty school, Grace to train in St. Boniface Hospital in 
Winnipeg, but after one year was forced to give it up 
for health reasons; she found employment in the local 
telephone office, becoming Chief Operator. In 1945 she 
was married to Sgt. K. J. Kane (Ken) R.C.A.F. Ken 
retired this spring from Saskatchewan Power Com
mission, where he has been Supervisor for seventeen 
years. Their home is at Grenfell, Saskatchewan. They 
have one son, Robert G., technical engineer with the 
Saskatchewan Power Commission. He is married and 
lives in Regina. Elizabeth Anne, an RN., is married to 
Rick Coller. They have a son and a daughter and live in 
Calgary. 

Son John G. went to Brandon College for his Grade 
XII and then joined the RC.A.F. At the close of the 
war he bought a riding school which he operated until 
1949. In 1947 he was married to Alice Widdicombe of 
Foxwarren, who was teaching at Rapid City. They 
moved to Milestone in 1949 to take over management 
of Canadian Government Pasture at Milestone, Sask., 
which consisted of some forty-three sections, and they 
still reside there. John's chief interests are hockey and 
Rodeo sports (he is still team roping with his three 
sons). He has been a real promoter of quarter-horses 
in the province. Alice has given up barrel racing but 
works in this area as 4-H Pony club leader. They have 
th~e? sons and one daughter, Brian at Calgary; 
WIllIam Frank has Agriculture Diploma from Olds 
College, Alberta, and Donald G. is now in second year 
at aIds. Joanne is at home. 

Our daughter, Margaret, took Normal training in 
Brandon, and taught school at Milestone in a rural 
school when she met and married K. J. Cobbe (Ken) in 
1957. They moved to Swift Current, also on a P.F.RA. 
pasture and are still there. Margaret was an ardent 
barrel racer and Ken enjoyed calf roping. They take 
pride in raising good saddle horses and Hereford cattle 
and take great interest in supporting the Swift Current 
Bronco hockey team. 

In 1966 we bought a house in the friendly town of 
Milestone but in 1968 Frank passed away suddenly. 

As a young man, Frank played Lacrosse, hockey 
and football, but later enjoyed curling. 

So with the trials and sorrows put behind; the joys 
and friendship of life remembered, I hope to spend a 
few more years in comfort in the new 20-suite lodge 
completed in Milestone in 1976. 

MILLAR 
Rhona Emma Millar (1900-1960) came to Rapid 

City in 1942. She lived with her Aunt and Uncle, Laura 
and Robert Gill. She stayed with them for a few years, 
looking after them during their golden age. 



During the period she lived in Rapid City, Rhona 
made many friends. She participated in local activities 
and was an active worker in the United Church. She 
particularly enjoyed singing in the church choir. 

She had two children Olive, working and living in 
Winnipeg, and George, who farms in Elton Municipali
ty. 

George came to live in the Rapid City area in the 
early forties. As a child he had always wanted to be a 
farmer and spent much of his time in the country. He 
learned about farming while working for Allen 
Stewart. He purchased his present farm (N.W. 25-12-
19) in 1953. The following year he brought home his 
bride, Shirley (Brogden of Glenboro, Man.). For a 
year or so they lived in the little stone mill house in 
Rapid City. They raised a family of six who were 
educated at Glanton and Forrest schools. Mary is a 
registered nurse, working in Cartwright, Manitoba. 
Stanley, living and working in Fort McMurray, Alber
ta. Virginia, studying at Brandon University, Harold, 
working on the home farm. Tracy and Melanie attend
ing school at Forrest. 

For many years before settling here the Millars 
were part of the local scene. As children, George and 
Olive would spend school vacations with their 
relatives the Hyndmans. Perhaps those rides on 
Uncle Rob's milk cart, or the thrill of going on the mail 
delivery with Uncle Frank made this area a very 
special place in our lives. For special it is - and we 
wish to congratulate Rapid City on its hundredth Anni
versary. May Rapid City continue to grow and prosper 
in the next hundred years. 

Contributed by Olive Millar 

MAURICE MILLER F AMIL Y 
Maurice Henry Miller, son of the late John and 

Daisy Miller, was born at Hartney, Manitoba 1928. In 
1935 his parents and family of five moved to Maryfield, 
Saskatchewan, where he was educated. In 1949 he 
married Vivian Beryle, daughter of the late Albert and 
Emily Flemington, of Melita and later of Maryfield. 

Maurice was a locomotive watchman with the 
C.N.R., meat cutter for Reids' Locker Plant, 
Maryfield and from this experience gained employ
ment with Brandon Packers (Burn's Foods), Brandon, 
where they resided for two years. In 1956 they moved 
to Rapid City and purchased the Meat Market from 
Del Colley. In 1961 they bought the Red & White Store 
from Mrs. Margaret Sample and added the meat 
market in the store. Business functioned favorably for 
five years until a flash flood of seven and a half inches, 
of water in a two hour period, ruined a lot of stock in 
the basement and caused hundreds of dollars in 
repairs. Disgusted and broke they sold the business. 
Maurice worked as a Sales Representative for Burn's 
Foods in the Dauphin Area until his health forced him 
to leave his job. He worked at various jobs until 1971 
when they purchased the Rapid City Cafe changing the 
name to "Town 'n Country'. In 1975 they sold the 
business to Frank Hyndman Jr. and Maurice went 
back on the road as Sales Representative for a Win
nipeg firm, Scott - Bathgate Ltd. 

Beryle received her education in the Maryfield dis-
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trict. She worked at T. Eaton Co., Winnipeg, returning 
to Maryfield in 1947 where she gained employment in 
the hospital. While working with her husband in the 
Rapid City business her talents were very much ap
preciated. She is affiliated with the A.C.W. and a 
gifted seamstress. 

They raised a family of three; Kevin 1953 and 
Karen 1956 born at Maryfield and Terrisa Gaye 1965 
born at Rapid City. 

Kevin received his education at Rapid City and 
Elton. He was a member of the Cub Scouts and later 
the Militia. He took his training for the Armed Forces 
in Cornwallis, N.S. and Trenton, Ontario. In 1974 he 
married Gail Moen, Moose Jaw. They reside in Win
nipeg where he is employed with the Armed Forces 
C.F.B. Winnipeg. In 1978 they will have a posting to 
Lahr, Germany. They have two daughters, Lana 
Gayleen 1976 and Erica Dawn 1977. 

Karen Dawn was educated at Rapid City and Elton 
Collegiate. She was active in 4-H, fond of sports and 
figure skating. In 1974 she was secretary and 
bookkeeper at Northern Auto Parts, Brandon. In 1975 
she married Richard Branston, son of Earl and Evelyn 
Branston, Rapid City. They resided in Brandon until 
moving to Tilston, Man., in 1977 where Rick is Sec
Treas. of the RM. of Albert. 

Terrisa (Terri) is attending Elementary School. She 
is a lover of animals and will be remembered by 
neighbors and friends as the young lady with the 
Doberman Pinscher and Collie dogs. She owns a horse 
and loves riding. She is fond of sports and in 1977 was 
awarded a trophy for the most improved figure skater. 

RUSSELL MILTON 
Russell Milton, with his wife Mary and son Jack, 

two years old, arrived in Moline in July of 1931, as a 
grain buyer for V.G.G. elevators. 

Another son, Garry, was born 14 May, 1934 and a 
daughter, Marlene born 6 September, 1935. Another 
son, Wayne was born 22 August, 1941, in the town of 
Hilton, Manitoba. Russ and his family had been 
transferred there in 1938. 

While at Moline, Russ was an ardent sportsman in
volved in curling, hockey and baseball. 

Our association with Moline district will always be 
a memorable one. Even with the hard times and low 
wages of the 30's we all had good times with so many 
good friends. 

We moved to FUn Flon in 1941 where Russ passed 
away in 1960. 

Contributed by Marj 

BERT MOFFAT FAMILY - contributed by Isabelle 
Bayes 

Bert Moffat was born on his parents homestead 
near Stathclair, March 13, 1885. On April 1, 1906, he 
married Maud Ethel Jones. They farmed in the 
Strathclair district for a number of years. They had a 
family of six daughters, Isabelle; born December 29, 
1916, Edna; born August 18, 1919, Lillian; born June 8, 
1921, Margaret; born August 3, 1922, (she died at the 
age of four) and Florence, born April 22, 1924. 



In November, 1931 Mr. and Mrs. Moffat and four 
girls moved to the farm 9-14-19 north of Rapid City in 
the Rural Municipality of Saskatchewan. On March 20, 
1935 a sixth daughter, Joyce was born. On April 17, 1935 
Mrs. Moffat passed away. 

Mr. Moffat (Bert) remarried in January, 1936 to 
Edna Olsen and they had a daughter Evelyn. Mr. Mof
fat passed away September 27, 1954. 

The eldest daughter married Ray Bayes of Rapid 
City. Edna married Fred Sturman of Rapid City, 
Lillian married Harley Hayward and is living at Swift 
Current, Saskatchewan. Florence married Fred Bayes 
of Rapid City, now living in Minnedosa. Joyce married 
Gordon Espey of Cardale, Manitoba and Evelyn 
married Art Denan and is living at Clareshome, Alber
ta. 

Mr. Moffat's grandson Ken Bayes and family now 
own the grandfather's farm. 

MOORE FAMILY 
Thomas Moore was born in 1817 and died in 1896. He 

married Sarah Powers, born in 1821, died 1896. They 
came out from Lachute, Quebec in 1881 to live with 
their son, Samuel. Thomas's brothers, Joseph and 
William remained at Lachute. Thomas was a 
shoemaker. 

Samuel Moore (1845-1911) married Mary Jane 
Ullyot (1845-1935). In 1879, Samuel and Mary Jane of 
St. Mary's, Ontario, with their two small children 
Ethel, 4 years and Alonza, 7 years, travelled by oxen 
and covered wagon to homestead in the Petta piece dis
trict, 7 miles west of Rapid City, where they farmed 
for many years. The land had to be scrubbed out to 
make room for a log house. In the meantime, their liv
ing quarters was the covered wagon where a son, 
Ernest, was born. He only lived one year. Another 
baby George, was born who also died in infancy. In due 
time another son Elgin, and daughter Edna were born, 
now all deceased. 

Edna married Eric Stevens and their children are: 
Joyce, who married George Allen, now living in Win
nipeg, Man. Ava and Orla both live in Calgary, Alta. A 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Elgin Moore, (now 
deceased), is living in New Westminster, B.C. 

Ethel married Thomas Wolstenholme and they had 
8 children: Elfred, Marjory, Harry, Leech, Norman, 
Garth, Gilbert and Lola. 

The first school was held in 1880 in a room in the 
Samuel Moore home. Mr. and Mrs. Moore retired 
from the farm and moved to Brandon, Man. where Mr. 
Moore died in 1910. After living for a number of years 
in Brandon, Mrs. Moore took up residence with her 
daughter, Edna and family of Kelliher, Sask., where 
she spent the rest of her life. 

Harry Wolstenholm, eldest son of Tom and Ethel 
Wolstenholme, took up farming on his grandfather 
Moore's farm and after farming there for many years 
retired with his wife, the former Vera Pettapiece, to 
Rivers. Both are now deceased. The Moore farm is 
now occupied by Harry's son, Kaye and family. Their 
children, Brian, Dayna and Craig are the fifth genera
tion to live on the farm. 
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MR. AND MRS. HARRY MOORE 
Harry was born in London, England in 1897 and at 

the age of eighteen came to Manitoba to where his 
half-brother was residing and operating a general 
store at Cordova. Harry travelled over the ocean on 
the "Scandinavia" of the Allen Line and took thirteen 
days for the journey. Harry worked in Northern 
lumber camps and on the railroad before taking up far
ming in the Cordova district. 

Marjorie (Stewart) was born in 1901 in a log house 
south of Franklin, Manitoba, on her father's (John H. 
Stewart) homestead. Mr. and Mrs. Moore were 
married at the home of her parents in the Lorndale dis
trict in 1933 and farmed at Cordova. A son, Kenneth 
Stewart, was born in 1938 while they lived at Cordova. 
In 1942 the family moved three miles south-west of 
Rapid City to farm there. In 1946 they moved to their 
present home one mile east of Rapid City. Mr. and 
Mrs. Moore are now retired, having rented the farm 
but still living in the farm residence. Mrs. Moore gave 
music lessons for several years while in the Cordova 
area and also when they moved to the Rapid City dis
trict. Mrs. Moore also assisted as organist in the Rapid 
City United Church. Harry as a young lad was a very 
capable swimmer and when he came to Canada was an 
avid soccer player (center Forward) on the Cordova 
football team. He was always very active and in later 
years took up tennis. He still enjoys curling, and is ac
tive with the Old-Timers organization. 

MR. AND MRS. KENNETH MOORE 
Kenneth Stewart Moore (son of Mr. and Mrs Harry 

Moore) was born in 1938 while his parents resided in 
Cordova. The family moved to Rapid City in 1942 and 
Ken attended school there throughout grades one to 
twelve. Later he became a graduate of the Drafting 
Course at the Manitoba Vocational School. He was 
employed by the City of Brandon Engineering Depart
ment in 1963 as an engineering Technician and is 
presently still employed there. In 1963 Ken married 
Heather Mary Mundell, daughter of Evaline and 
James Mundell of the Pettapiece district. Heather was 
born in 1939 and received her education at Medina, 
S.D. in the Municipality of Blanchard. She received 
her High School education at Rapid City and took her 
Teacher Training Couse at Brandon College, receiving 
her certificate in 1958. Heather taught at Poplar Grove' 
for three years and then was employed as a teacher at 
Brooke School, Canadian Forces Base, Rivers for 4% 
years. 

Ken and Heather now reside at 20 Fernwood Cres
cent, Brandon with their two children, Scott Kenneth 
born December, 1968 and Tanya Heather, born Oc
tober, 1972. The children attend the Green Acres 
School and the whole family is actively involved in the 
community's sports activities. 

RANDY AND PENNY MOORE. 
Randy and Penny Moore, from California, were 

married at the UniverSity of California as under 
graduates in Psychology. Randy received his degree at 
the University of Saskatchewan Regina Campus. He 
was school psychologist at Thompson for two years 



and later for the Beautiful Plains and Rolling River 
School Divisions. They came to the Rapid City district 
and purchased the old stone house on S.E. 25-13-19. 
This house was built by the late Kenneth McKenzie 
family in 1890-1892. This was accompanied by forty 
acres of pasture land ideal for their hobby of raising 
Arabian horses. Their farm is populated with cows, 
chickens, .ducks and pigs. Life is full and very busy, 
quite satisfying after the rat-race of city living. 

ETHEL MOROZ (HASLEN) - contributed by Ethel 
Moroz (Haslen) 

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Haslen, I was 
born March 6, 1924 in Rapid City. The house where I 
was born is still there although it has changed in 
appearance since I lived there back in the Thirties. 
That part of town is different today, because of all the 
new houses. 

I attended the primary school, my teacher there 
was Miss Peggy Ross, who later became Mrs. Bert 
Basler. Then I went to the Rapid City High School. My 
teachers there were Miss Hazel McKay, who later 
became Mrs. Eric Blackburn, Mr. T. L. Fox and Mr. J. 
S. Dickison. 

Alison and Vera Harvey and I did a lot of hiking and 
walking up the river. We sure had a lot of fun in those 
days. We would take our lunch and go for the whole 
day. That was about forty years ago. A few of us took 
the walk up the river to the old cemetery in 1970. 

On November 27, 1943 I married Lawrence Clack of 
Rapid City. We had seven children. George is at 
Minnedosa, Marjorie who is Mrs. Pete Smith lives 
south of Minnedosa on a farm, Melvin is married to 
Helen Bridgeman and they live at Regina, Aubrey and 
Leslie also are in Minnedosa, Cyril is in Brandon. We 
lost Roy at two months of age in 1950. There are also 
four grandchildren, two boys Richard and Robert 
Smith of Minnedosa and two girls, Candace and 
Corrine Clack at Regina. 

We lived on a farm north of Rapid City until June, 
1964 and then moved to Minnedosa. 

On December 11, 1971 Lawrence passed away. He 
had been in the hospital since October 29th. 

On September 1, 1973 I married Mike Moroz of 
Minnedosa. He is a carpenter and a very good one. We 
are still living in Minnedosa. 

MR. AND MRS. JOHN MORTIMER 
Mr. and Mrs. John Mortimer were married in Keith 

Banffshire, Scotland, December 31,1908. John came to 
Canada in March, 1913. Mrs. Mortimer came later in 
May of the same year with their 16 month old son 
James. They lived first at Miniota, Manitoba; there a 
son George and a daughter Mabel were born. Mabel 
passed away accidentally at a very early age. 

In 1916 they moved to Moline district to the farm 
known as the Pete Grieg farm where they farmed for 
eight years before moving to the McLean farm 4 miles 
east of Cardale. Here they and their 2 sons farmed un
til Mr. and Mrs, Mortimer retired to the village of Car
dale in 1944. They lived in Cardale until 1947 when they 
moved to Brandon. 
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In 1958 they celebrated their Golden Anniversary 
and in 1968 celebrated their Diamond Anniversary, and 
also two more years of married life, Mrs. Mortimer 
passed away at the age of 83 in 1971. Mr. Mortimer 
lived alone for two years, caring for himself and his 
home until he went to live at the home of his son, 
James, in 1972, at Melita. There he passed away in 
January, 1973. 

Son James married Olive Peart of Cardale, moving 
to Melita, Manitoba with their four children in May, 
1948. Their names are: Mrs. Roy Sturch Elaine 
lives in Australia. Mrs. Jim Edwards Ann -lives in 
N.B. Mrs. John Schoonbaert Anna -lives at Melita, 
Man. Mr. Dale Mortimer lives at Calgary, Alta. 

Son George Mortimer married Betty Johnson of 
Cardale and are living at Calgary, Alta. They have two 
children, who are: 

Mrs. Ken Miller - Mabel-lives in Kitchener, On
tario. 

Alex Mortimer lives at Clagary, Alta. 

MOURITSEN F AMIL Y 
Mr. and Mrs, James Mouritsen came to Rapid City 

from Souris during the year 1919. They had a family of 
two sons, Harry and George and five daughters; 
Agnes - Mrs. Mac Smith, Brandon; Alice Mrs. Fred 
Rodgers, Winnipeg; Anna Mrs. George Colley, Por
tage La Prairie; Gladys - Mrs. Bert Alf, Winnipeg; 
and Emma. Only Alice and Galdys are still living. 

Mr. Mouritsen had a few cows and sold milk and 
butter. He also sold eggs for a number of years, At that 
time they had quite a little business and with Glady's 
help did very well. A few years went by and Gladys 
had left home by this time and the business became too 
much for Mr, Mouritsen. He finally had to sell the 
home and business, Mrs. Mouritsen passed away 
January 19, 1941 and Mr. Mourtisen passed away 
November 14, 1947. 

As well as having the frame barn some people will 
remember the sod barn Mr. Mouritsen built. This sod 
barn was quite sturdy and warm and lasted for 
many years. He also built a small two wheeled cart 
which had a wooden box built on to carry the milk 
bottles. Many can still recall Mr. Mouritsen delivering 
milk around town with the pony and this cart. 

JOHN AND KAY MOWBRAY 
William John Mowbray was born in Shoal Lake, 

Manitoba and his wife, Kathleen Joanne Schrat, was 
born in Russell, Manitoba. 

Their daughter, Reigan Lisa, was born in Dryden, 
Ont. in October 1968 and son, Heath, was born in 
Roblin in 1971. 

John, Kay and children arrived in Rapid City in 
August, 1973, John being the manager of the Royal 
Bank. In December 1976, the family were transferred 
to Waskada, Manitoba. During their stay in town, the 
Mowbrays contributed much to the quality of com
munity life. John was an avid curler and snowmobiler. 
He was treasurer of the Chamber of Commerce, Presi
dent of the Golf Club and a member of the Masonic 
Lodge. Kay, a warm friendly girl, was a member of 



the library board, treasurer of the United Church and a 
member of Unit One of the U.C.W. Kay was keenly in
terested in art and actively promoted it in town. She 
started the first art classes for both adults and 
children and shared her talents in many ways. 

JOHN AND JEAN MUIR 
Mrs. Muir was born in Scotland in 1881, the 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Greig. She came to 
Canada in 1905 and settled in the Petta piece district. 
She married John Todd Muir. They farmed in that dis
trict until the first World War. John was killed in ac
tion in 1917. Mrs. Muir moved into Rapid City with her 
three children, Florrie, Don and Sinclair. She was an 
active member of the U.C.W. and Legion. 

The family took their schooling here. Florrie 
married Roy Campbell and raised a family of four, 
Keith, Doreen, Floyd and Roya. She resides in Bran
don. Don married Eunice Bollman and resides in 
Rapid City. They have a family of nine. Sinclair was 
killed in an accident in 1964. 

MULBERRY 
The Dave and Jim Mulberry families homesteaded 

in the Saskatchewan municipality near where 
Oakleigh school is, but later moved to the Spy Hill, 
Saskatchewan district where they settled and raised 
their families. Dave Mulberry was also a travelling 
salesman for the Massey Harris Co., and travelled 
through this district. 

MUNDELL 
The late James and Elizabeth Anne (Gibson) 

Mundell were married June 1, 1897 at Loch Mahen, 
Dumfrieshire, Scotland. Both were adherents of the 
Presbyterian Church of Scotland. 

Mr. Mundell worked in the Locerbie and Dumfries 
areas, until they immigrated to Canada in June 1906. 
The four, James, Elizabeth and the two children, ages 
8 and 6, came by boat, the "Mauritania" to Montreal 
and then by CPR to Elkhorn, later farming at 
McAuley, Manitoba. Again Jim changed occupations, 
becoming an employee of the CPR, first at Moosomin, 
Saskatchewan and then at Red Jacket, Saskatchewan 
and finally at Gautier Junction in August 1920 - 211z 
miles west of Rapid City - where he continued to 
work on the CPR as foreman until 1924. He then went 
farming again. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Mundell were born four children 
David Chambers and Mary Anne, both born in Scotland 
and Jim and Charlie born in Archie Municipality, near 
McAuley, Manitoba. Charlie was born Jan. 3, 1914. 

Mary married Frank Brennand, and they lived on a 
farm near Elkhorn. Their family consisted of ten 
children all except three are now living in that dis
trict. Both parents have passed away. George, 
wounded at Dieppe - died later and was buried at 
Brookwood Cemetery, England. 

David married Florence Higgens and they resided 
in the area in and around Moosomin. They had two 
girls, Barbara and Evelyn. David has passed away, but 
his widow, Florence, still resides in Moosomin. 
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Jim married Evelyn Ollet and they presently live in 
Oak River. They had one daughter, Heather, married 
to Ken Moore and are residing in Brandon. Their fami
ly consists of two children, Scott and Tanya. 

Charlie married Eva McBain (school teacher at 
Roseneath) Nov. 12, 1945. They lived on the home farm 
at Moline, residing on SW 4-14-20 and farmed % section 
of land. 

In 1957 they moved to McConnell. At this time 
Charlie started to work for the CNR and Eva continued 
teaching. Charlie and Eva had two daughters, Linda 
Marie and Bonnie Charlene. 

Linda became a registered nurse and married Allan 
Mathison, a farmer north of Hamiota. They have two 
girls Alana and Charla. Linda has continued doing a 
part-time nursing job in the Hamiota hospital. 

Bonnie became a pharmacist and married Donald 
Coombs, a salesman for Crestview Mobile Homes. 
They reside in Brandon and their family consists of 
twins, a boy and a girl - Tory and Tamara and a new 
daughter Davilyn Dawn born Aug. 21, 1977. Bonnie has 
also continued doing part-time work in her chosen 
profession. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Mundell, Sr., and two sons, 
Jim and Charlie moved from Gautier Junction in 
March 1929 to live on the farm at Moline. 

They owned 15 horses and the land at that time was 
worked by four horses pulling a two-bottom plow. 
Times changed through the years and a Model B John 
Deere tractor, pulling a seven foot cultivator, or a 41fz 
foot one-way took over. Thus making farming more 
prosperous and not so much of a drudgery. 

Charlie hauled cream from Moline to Rapid City 
Creamery for 9 years, (1936-45) in the winter months 
with a team and van. He picked up the cans at Moline 
store on Monday and Friday nights, delivering them to 
the creamery Tuesday and Saturday - bringing the 
cream cheques back the next trip. Many times, 
besides the cream cans, passengers rode to and fro, 
making the trip more pleasant. The team he used for 
those 9 years were Doris and Jean. 

The harvest operations of the 30's and 40's bring 
back memories of cutting grain with the binder, drawn 
by four horses, the hard work stooking, having to hire 
extra men, then the long fall pitching sheaves to a 
separator. One farmer, in this case the Andy Andersen 
outfit, with neighboring farmers, Allen English, 
Bridgemans, Brazzels and Mundells helping, owned a 
threshing outfit and would thresh for his neighbours. 
The extra help he would receive from each neighbour 
made it more economical for all concerned. 

Threshing time was not all labour - there was a 
certain amount of sociability, both at lunch and meal 
times for the men with the women who worked long 
hours in the kitchen. 

Times changed again and the use of the swather and 
combine made it easier for all - two men could 
manage all the fall work. After Jim married in 1937, 
Charlie worked the farm himself with the help of his 
dad, until 1945 when Mr. and Mrs. Mundell, Sr., retired 
to Rapid City. There Mrs. Mundell passed away in 
April 1949 and Mr. Mundell in January, 1950. They are 
both buried in Rapid City Cemetery. 

Charlie and Eva continued to live on the farm until 



August 1957. Part of this time, from 1954 to 1957, Eva 
taught Grades VII-Xl at Moline Contir~uation S~h~ol. 
Their daughters started school at Molme, contmumg 
their education at McConnell and Hamiota. While on 
the farm, Mrs. Grasby, the faithful and kindly 
housekeeper, looked after the family needs. She 
passed away in Brandon in the 70's. 

After 1957, Charlie continued to work for the CNij" 
at various points. At present, the Charlie Mundells 
are living in Hamiota, from where Charlie drives daily 
to work at Quadra, on the CNR main line. 

C. GORDON MURRAY 
Gordon Murray, my father, was born in 

Georgetown, Bermuda, West Indies. He was one of a 
family of five. His parents, John and Florence (O'Reil
ly) Murray moved around a great deal as grandfather 
was a Colonel in the Second Battalion of the Queen's 
Own Royal West Kent Regiment, known as the old 
'Ninety Seventh'. He went to South Africa and became 
a member of the famous "hungry eight" of the Boer 
War. None of his children were born in the same coun
try. 

My father got his schooling in Kent, England. After 
he graduated from Oxford University he was 
employed as a clerk in a bank for about eight years. He 
came to Manitoba in 1901. He was employed as a farm 
hand in Saskatchewan and Manitoba before going into 
the real estate business in Rapid City. 

In July, 1903, father married my mother, Renetta 
Basler, daughter of August and Ernestine Basler ?f 
Rapid City. He was appointed secretary-treasurer m 
1910 of the school board and they both were active 
me~bers of the Church of England. Fraternally he 
was a member of the LO.O.F. lodge and the Knights of 
Pythias. 

Poor health caused the family to move to Los 
Angeles as father required a warmer climate. 

Father and Mother raised a family of three girls, 
Violet, Evelyn and Phenona (myself). We were all in
terested in tennis and curling. 

Violet and Evelyn finished their schooling in Rapid 
City and I finished at Los Angeles High School. Violet 
took her nurses training at the Winnipeg General 
Hospital. Evelyn was employed by a stock broker com
pany and I was supervisor of the claim department for 
an insurance company. 

My father passed away August, 1931; my Mother in 
November, 1961; Evelyn, August, 1973 and Violet, 
November, 1975. Violet and Evelyn had no family. 

I married Leslie Williamson in 1933 and a daughter, 
Claire was born Feb. 1934. Leslie was in auto parts 
and h~d his own business. He sold out in 1968 due to ill 
health. After his death I came back into the business 
and went into partnership with Gary Fielder who 
purchased the store from Leslie. Claire is married to 
Gerald De Ainza and are both involved in Real Estate. 
They reside in La Canada, California. 

contributed by Nonie Williamson 

JOHN AND ANNIE NAWOSAD 
John Nawosad came to Canada from Austria in 

1909. Annie Bomek came to Canada from Austria in 
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1910 at the age of nine years and settled on a 
homestead twenty-five miles north of Shoal Lake at 
Seetch, Man. John and Annie were married in 1916 and 
lived at Rivers before coming to Rapid City and run
ning a shoemaker business for forty-three years. In 
1966, they moved to Minnedosa where John died in 1969 
at the age of 74 years. They had a family of one son and 
four daughters; Margaret passed away in 1948 at the 
age of fourteen years. Maurice is a shoemaker at St. 
Vital and has a family of two girls and one son; Mary 
married Bill Greschuk and has two daughters; Nellie 
and her husband, Bill Watson, reside at San Jose, 
California; Stella (Roberta) resides at Minnedosa with 
her mother. 

MR. AND MRS. ROBERT JOHN NEVENS 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Nevens and family of nine 

children came to the Rapid City district in 1903. Their 
youngest child, Edith, was born later that same year. 

Mr. Nevens was born in Wellington County, On
tario and came to Manitoba in 1879. Mrs. Nevens, the 
form'er Agnes McKenzie Murdock, was born in 
Gauldry, Scotland, and came to Canada in 1876. 

Mr. Nevens was a stone mason and carpenter by 
trade. While in Rapid City, Mr. Nevens and son, Jack, 
helped build the I.O.O.F. block. They also built the 
large barn on the farm of Jim Hampton, N.W. of Rapid 
City now owned by Jim Taylor of Rapid City. The barn 
is dismantled, but part of the stone foundation still 
stands. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nevens and some members of their 
family moved to Transcona, Man. in 1918 where Mr. 
Nevens was employed in the C.N.R. shops. In 1919, Mr. 
Nevens built his own home in Transcona. This home 
has been maintained by his daughters, and Misses Mae 
and Norah Nevens still reside there. 

Mr. Nevens passed away in 1929 at the age of 
seventy-one. Mrs. Nevens passed away in 1948 at the 
age of eighty-eight. They were laid to rest in Elmwood 
Cemetery. 

Family members were: 
Mae residing at Transcona, ninety-one years of 

age. 
Willie - drowned in the Little Saskatchewan River 

in 1903. 
Jack married to Winnifred Bettison, deceased in 

1960. 
Mary - married to Richard J. Underhill, deceased 

in 1976. 
Susie - married David Soldan, deceased in 1951. 
James deceased in 1955. 
Lilly deceased in 1969. 
Bertha - widow, married to the late J. K. Grant 

and resides at Pa. U.S.A. 
Norah residing in Transcona. 
Edith - deceased in 1976. 

FRANK NEWITT FAMILY 
Francis (Frank) Walter Newitt was born in 

Kingsey, England in 1886 and came to Canada in 1909. 
Agnes Donaldson born in Glasgow, Scotland in 1882 
came to Canada in 1910. Frank and Agnes were 



married in St. Thomas' Anglican Church at Rapid City 
in 1912. Frank was Church Warden for several years. 

Their first child died at birth. They raised two 
children. Evelyn (Eva) Howard and James Donaldson. 
They farmed in the Rapid City area for several years. 
They lived ten years on the F. Carrick farm S.W. 1/2 5-
13-19 in the Wallace School district and on the farm 
formerly owned by Clarence George S.W.1h 17-13-19 
for eleven years. 

Frank was a trustee on the Wallace School board, 
County Court Bailiff and also delivered mail on RR 
No.1 for one year. In 1941 he enlisted in the RC.A.F. 
and was stationed at Vulcan, Alberta and Rivers, 
Manitoba. Following his discharge in 1948 he and his 
wife took up residence in Winnipeg where he served 
with the Corps of Commissionaires for seventeen 
years. Frank enjoyed sports of all kinds especially 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Newitt's wedding. Standing: 
Mr. and Mrs. William Blake. 

hockey. He enjoyed his vegetable and flower gardens. 
He passed away at the age of seventy-nine. 

Agnes joined Deborah Rebekah Lodge No.9 in 1938 
and transferred to Sunshine Rebekah Lodge No. 43 in 
Winnipeg. She passed away in August, 1965 at the age 
of eighty-three. She is buried with her husband in the 
Rapid City cemetery. 

Donald received his education at Wallace and 
Rapid City schools. In 1939 he enlisted in the Canadian 
Armed Forces and was stationed in England. When the 
war ended he returned to Canada with his English wife 
Elsie and their baby daughter, Susan. Don was 
employed by Hedge's Transport while living in Bran
don and with C.P. Transport when they moved to Win
nipeg, where their son Jimmy was born. Don and 
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family now reside in Toronto where he is General 
Sales Manager for Smith's Transportation. Their son 
and daughter are married and live at Weston and 
Owen Sound, Ontario. 

RICHARD NEWITT HISTORY 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard NewiU were married in 

Buckinghamshire, England on December 26, 1908. 
Mrs. Newitt was the former Ethel Montague. 

Mr. Newitt came to Canada in the spring of 1912 and 
worked for H. G. Westwood. He made a trip back 
home in 1914, but returned alone. He went again in 1919 
and came back in 1920, this time accompanied by his 
wife Ethel and their two sons, Raymond and Sydney. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Newitt. 

They made their home on the H. G. Westwood farm 
north of Rapid City until moving to Moline in 1923. At 
Moline he rented the E l/Z of 19-14-20 from Sam Prout 
and later purchased the same land. 

While making their home on the Westwood farm, a 
daughter, Sylvia was born in 1921 and after moving to 
Moline a son Arthur was born in 1925. 

Mr. Newitt, "Dick" continued farming until he 
retired in 1961 when he made his home in the village of 
Moline, in the cottage that was the original United 
Grain Growers buyer's cottage. 

Mr. Newitt passed away in 1968 and Mrs. Newitt 
then made her home with her daughter, Sylvia (Mrs. 
Jim Soldan) until her passing in 1976. The home farm 
is now in the name of their daughter. 

Raymond married Bernice Underhill in 1939 and 
they farmed on the 24-14-21 in Blanchard Municipality. 
Their children are Barry and Beverley. Ray passed 
away in 1974 and Bernice still makes her home on the 
farm. 

Sydney was employed with Moline Co-op for thirty 
years. In 1941 he married Eleanor McCallum and they 
had a daughter June who passed away in 1971. In 
January, 1947 Eleanor passed away. In May, 1948 Syd 
was remarried to Audrey Greer and they had three 
sons, Aubrey, Murray and Arthur. 

In 1966 Syd and the family moved to Calgary to 
make their home. Syd passed away in 1976 and Audrey 
and the three boys still reside in Calgary. 



Dick Newitt family; left to right, Art, Syd, Dick, 
Sylvia, Ethel, Ray. 

Sylvia married Jim Soldan in 1942 and they farm 
the S1/2 of 17-14-20. Their children are Gerald and San
dra (Mrs. Constable). 

Arthur the youngest son of Richard Newitt farmed 
at home until his accidental death in 1953. 

MR. AND MRS. RAYMOND JOSEPH NEWITT 
Raymond Joseph Newitt, the eldest son of Richard 

and Ethel Newitt was born in England January 26th, 
1919 and came to the Rapid City District with his 
parents and brother, Sydney in April, 1920. He com
pleted his education at Rapid City, Poplar Grove and 
Wallace schools. The family moved to the Moline dis
trict in 1923. 

Raymond married Bernice Underhill, youngest 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. R. J. Underhill of Moline in 
1939. They purchased the farm formerly owned by Mr. 
and Mrs. Robt. Hotham - N 1/2 of 24-14-21 in Blanshard 
Municipality where they took up residence in April 
1940. They had two children - Barry and Beverley. 

Raymond passed away in March 1974. Bernice con
tinues to reside on their farm in the Moline district. 

BARRY NEWITT HISTORY 
Barry, son of Raymond and Bernice Newitt was 

born in May, 1940 on the N.E. V4 16-14-20, the farm of 
his grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Underhill. 

He received both his primary and secondary educa
tion at Moline School. After leaving school in 1957 he 
continued to reside with his parents and engaged in 
farming, renting the EV&19-14-20 from his grandfather, 
Richard Newitt. 

In June 1966 he married Beverley Bridgeman, elder 
daughter of William and Marj Bridgeman. They took 
up residence on Barry's father's farm, on N.E.1f4 24-14-
21. 

Beverley was born in October 1945 at Minnedosa. 
She received her education at Moline and Rivers 
schools. Upon completing her education she com
menced working in October 1963 for the Assessment 
Branch of the provincial Government at Minnedosa. 
She continued to work for his department until 
November 1968. 

Barry commenced driving a school bus to Rivers in 
September 1966 and has worked during the winter 
months for the Farmer's Co-op Seed Plant at Rivers. 
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Barry and Beverley rented the S1/& 21-14-20 from 
Mr. and Mrs. William Yorke in 1974 and purchased 
same in 1975. 

They have two children - Bruce, born in January 
1969 and Sheri, born in August 1972. 

JOHN NORTHAM FAMILY HISTORY 1868·1977 - by 
John Northan, Jr. (Melita) 

John Northam was born on March 24, 1868, the sec
ond son of Charles and Mary Northam of Tiverton, 
Devonshire, England. The family included seven sons 
and one daughter. 

John farmed with the family on Westmanly farm in 
Devonshire after being educated in Public School at 
Tiverton. 

Northam family, back row left to right, Mary, 
Harry, Bill, Nora, John Tucker, Jack, Tom, Mrs. John 
Northam Sr. Front row, Nonnie, Donald, Grace. 

He emigrated to Canada in 1889, arriving in 
Minnedosa with one suitcase and five dollars. His first 
job was on the Charles Colly farm at Basswood, which 
at that time consisted of two or three buildings and a 
boxcar station. John worked on the farm for the first 
summer he was in Canada and then took up a 
homestead on S. W. 30-14-19. The following year his 
brother, Charles, joined him in Canada. 

While John and Charles were proving their 
holdings, they also worked on the Manitoba North 
Western Railway, building the grade from Rapid City 
to Hamiota. 

While visiting the Colly family at Basswood, John 
met Ada Louise Wood, who had also come to Canada 
from England. John and Ada were married and settled 
on the homestead at 30-14-19. 

In 1890, the rest of the Northam family came to 
Canada. This family consisted of: Charles Sr., his wife 



Mary and their five other sons and one daughter. They 
were - William, Harry, Thomas, Alfred, Frank and 
Sadie. Having sold all their property in England, they 
had the cash to buy land and equipment in Canada. 
They took up farming at 20-14-19. 

Tragedy struck three of their sons. Harry was 
kicked by an animal and died of his injuries. Thomas 
was attending college in Brandon and drowned in the 
Sny River in 1895. Alfred, also studying in Brandon, 
died of appendicitis in 1896. William and Sadie moved 
to Burdette, Alberta in 1906. Frank married Annie Fox 
of the Basswood district and farmed on 19-14-19. He 
died in 1954. 

Charles married Belle Goodlass (nee McBride), the 
niece of John McBride, and lived on his homestead un
til the turn of the century. 

McBride school and district are named after John 
McBride and a lake on the McBride farm is named 
after his sister, Mary. 

Charles and Belle had one daughter, Lily, and along 
with Mary McBride, moved to Victoria, B.C. in 1906. 
Lily, who never married, died in 1976. All four are 
buried in Victoria. 

William, the third son, married in Lethbridge, 
Alberta, and had two sons and a daughter. Son Garfield 
lives in Calgary. The second son, Lowel, died in 1966 
and his widow, Harriet, still lives in Calgary. The 
daughter died while very young. 

Sadie married Joseph Lynne of Burdette and later 
moved to Edmonton and Calgary. They had two sons. 
Cecil, still on the farm at Burdette, and Lawrence, 
who was superintendent of schools in Edmonton. He is 
now retired and lives at Sidney, B.C. 

Frank and his wife, Annie, had three girls and two 
boys. Frank, Jr. lived in Brandon and died in 1976. 
George lives in Winnipeg, Edna in Kenora, Mildred in 
Brandon and Beatrice in Vancouver. 

As mentioned before, my father, John Northam, 
married Ada Wood in 1890. Ada was born in London, 
England in 1873, the daughter of Arthur and Alice 
Wood. My Grandfather was a florist and my grand
mother, the former, Alice Durelle, was a French lady. 
My grandfather died in 1880, leaving his wife with four 
children - Alice, Ada, Albert, and Arthur. My grand
mother remarried in 1887 in London. She married 
William Canday, who was a body guard to King 
Edward VII when he was Prince of Wales. He was a 
very large man, six feet six inches tall and weighing 
316 pounds. Mr. Canday, my mother's stepfather, 
visited Canada in 1907. He died in England in 1920. 

My father and mother settled into farming and im
proving their homestead in 1890. They acquired three 
cows, a few chickens and a team of oxen. Mother 
would lead the oxen and father would hold the walking 
plough in the furrow. They would break nine or ten 
furrows a day in this manner. They also had a horse, 
but they used it to go to town for supplies. They later 
bought another horse for twelve dollars. 

In the winter father teamed wood from Riding 
Mountain. On the two-day trip, he would bring a load of 
tamarack poles back to the homestead to be sawed by 
hand into cord wood and taken to Rapid City to be sold 
for one dollar a cord. 

Their first grain was eighteen acres of oats that 
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yielded fifty bushels per acre. This was used as oat 
chop for the animals. Father bought two weanling pigs 
for a dollar, later selling one and butchering the other. 
The carcass of pork was left hanging on a tripod over 
night to cool, but the next morning it had disappeared. 
Such was the hardships of the prairies. 

Mother and father gradually bought more cows and 
at one time milked ten by hand night and morning. The 
milk was delivered to a cheese factory on S.W. 16-14-
19. A creamery was later set up in Rapid City but by 
this time mother was making her own butter which she 
traded for groceries in town. 

When they began growing enough grain to market, 
it was put through a fanning mill, powered by hand. It 
was put into two-bushel bags, loaded onto a sleigh, 
twenty bags or forty bushels to the load, and taken to 
the elevator at Minnedosa fourteen miles away. 

The first threshing on the homestead was done by 
horse-power and a handfed separator. The straw was 
moved away from the machine by a chain and lath 
carrier. The owner of this outfit was John McBride. 

Father bought a driving mare, a bronco they named 
Maude, who could make the sixty mile round-trip to 
Brandon in ten hours with a two hour rest and a good 
feed of oats and hay. 

The Anglican Mission was started at McBride in the 
1890's through the efforts of my mother and a few 
other Anglican families in the district. This mission 
closed in 1956, after sixty years, when the few 
Anglican people still in the district decided to join the 
S1. Thomas congregation in Rapid City. 

John Northam was a prominent figure in the com
munity. He served thirty years as a Police Magistrate 
and Justice of the Peace, twenty-five years as coun
cillor for the Municipality of Saskatchewan, thirty 
years as a member of the school board. He was also 
president of the Agricultural Society and a member of 
the I.O.O.F. Lodge. 

John and Ada had a family of six sons and one 
daughter, all born on the homestead at 30-14-19. 

Charlie, the oldest, was born in 1891 and drowned in 
a slough on 20-14-19 before reaching school age. He is 
buried in Brandon cemetery. 

Alfred, the second son, was born in 1894. He was 
thrown from a horse and severly injured. He was prac
tically bed-ridden for more than three years before dy
ing at the age of fifteen. He is buried in Rapid City 
cemetery. 

Thomas, the third son, was born in 1896 and farmed 
at home until he married Elizabeth Hindson in 1925 
and moved to S.E. 30-14-19. Tom was interested in all 
sports and was an avid curler, spending most of the 
time during the winter at the curling rink. He was a 
life member of the I.O.O.F and served on the school 
board for twenty-five years. Tom and Elizabeth had 
two children. Donald, still on the home farm, and Mrs. 
Wesley Peters (Grace) of Cardale. Tom and Elizabeth 
retired to Rapid City in 1960. Tom died in 1975 and is 
buried in the Rapid City cemetery. 

WILLIAM, the fourth son, was born in 1899. He 
enlisted in 1916 and served with the 226 Battalion. He 
trained in Rapid City and Camp Hughes, going 
overseas in December, 1916. He served with Army 
hospitals in England and in France, returning home in 



William Northam familYi left to right Mr. 
Northam, May, Edith, John and Mrs. Northam. 

1919. In 1922 he married Iva Greig and worked at the 
Experimental Farm at Brandon for thirteen years. In 
1936 he returned to farming on the John Tucker farm 
by McBride School. 

Bill and Iva took an active part in the McBride com
munity. McBride school was the scene of many dances 
and social evenings and Bill was called on to be floor 
manager at these. Bill was a member and past presi
dent of Rapid City Branch Royal Canadian Legion and 
took a very active part in the building of the Legion 
Hall. He also served as President of the Agricultural 
Society and was a supporter of most functions in the 
Rapid City area. 

Iva served as secretary for the United Church 
Women for several years and is a Past President of the 
Royal Canadian Legion Auxilary. She was awarded a 
life membership in the Agricultural Society. They both 
enjoyed curling and fishing and were avid sports 
followers. 

Bill passed away in February, 1963, after a lengthy 
illness. Iva resides in Rapid City and enjoys quite good 
health. She keeps busy with all kinds of crafts. Now in 
her eighty-first year, she has been hooking rugs for her 
sixteen grandchIldren, as well as quilting for her 
church group and trying out new patterns in tatting 
and crocheting. 

Bill and Iva had three children. John of Rapid City 
(see separate history). May, of Peterborough, Ont. 
and Edith of Richmond, B.C. 

May, after completing high school in Rapid City, 
worked in Arthur Reid's hardware store and for a 
short time at the telephone office. In 1946 she decided 
to try city life and secured a job in the Bank of Mon
treal in Winnipeg. While there she met and married 
Henry Dallinger. They were married at Caducis 
church in 1950. Henry was employed by an Insurance 
company and they lived in Winnipeg for the first few 
years. Since then they have been in several Ontario 
cities. At present they live in Peterborough. 

They have a family of six. Brian works in Montreal, 
Beverly in Toronto. Rick, Bill, Douglas and Ronald 
still live at home. 

May has returned to work in the Bank of Montreal 
and Hank is still in the insurance business. 
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Edith completed her high school in Rapid City and 
ventured forth as a Permit Teacher. The following 
year she graduated from a secretarial course and 
worked in a Law Office for two years. She wrote Civil 
Service exams and secured work at Rivers Airforce 
Base. Here she met an airman by the name of Bill 
Matthews. They were married in Rapid City in 1952 
and moved to Edmonton - the first of many moves to 
different service stations across Canada. Bill retired 
from the service in 1974 and at present is working as a 
radio despatcher with the R.C.M.P. at Vancouver, 
B.C. 

They have four of a family, Diane (Mrs. AU Ripley) 
lives in Brandon and has two children, Krista and 
John. 

Karen (Mrs. Rick Perry) at present living at Fort 
Fraser, B.C. They have one son, David. 

Karl, twin to Karen, and Bill, the youngest, work in 
the Vancouver area and live at home in Richmond. 

Harry, the fifth son, was born in 1901. He married 
Mary Stratford of Pettapiece in 1937 and lived on their 
farm at N.E. 20-14-19 where Harry was a seed grower 
and won prizes for his seed wheat. He served on the 
church board for over thirty years. Harry was Past 
Master of Corinthian Lodge AF and AM. Mary was a 
school teacher and taught at Willow Grove, 
Roseneath, McBride and Mount Vernon schools. 

Harry and Mary raised two children, Alfred and 
Patricia. Alf, a supervisor with the federal Depart· 
ment of Communications, lives in Winnipeg with his 
wife, the former Carol Panquist of Winnipeg. Pat, 
married Alec Moore and live at North Bay, Ont. They 
have two sons. 

Mary died in 1969 and is buried in Rapid City 
cemetery. Harry still farms on his home farm. 

John, the sixth son, was born in 1903. He was 
educated at McBride school and the Manitoba 
Agricultural College. He worked as a cream grader for 
fourteen years. In 1941 he joined the Canada Packers 
Creamery at Melita as Buttermaker. He later 
managed the creamery until his retirement in 1969. 
While buttermaker at Melita, he won many prizes and 
trophies at different Canadian exhibitions. In 1950 he 
won the trophy for the highest scoring butter at the 
Toronto Royal in all-Canadian Competition. 

John held offices in Masonic District Lodge, Orien
tal Lodge, I.O.O.F. and the Eastern Star. He has been 
active in the community of Melita serving on town 
council, school board and church Vestry. He was also a 
wireless instructor in the air cadets and a member of 
the Air Cadet League for twenty-five years. 

John married Nora Busby of Rapid City on April 27, 
1933. They have six children. Phenona (Nonie) of Vic
toria, B.C., Marion, Richmond, B.C., Bryon, also of 
Richmond, William Harry and Thomas Edward (Ted) 
both of Winnipeg, and Jacqueline of London, Ont. 

Nonie is married to John Helgason, an officer in the 
Canadian Navy. Marion's husband, Allan Walton, is in 
the importing and wholesale business in Richmond. 
Bryon, married to the former Sandra Warren of Monc
ton, N.B., is in partnership with Al Walton. Harry is 
married to the former Arlene Griffith of Melita and 
works for an insurance company in Winnipeg. Ted, 
employed by National Cash Register, is married to the 



former Ruth Unrau of Boissevain. Jacquie is married 
to John Gillespie, a journalist. 

Alberta was the only daughter of John and Ada 
Northam. She was born in 1911 and educated at 
McBride school and Rapid City High School. She later 
took mental health nursing at the Brandon Hospital of 
Mental Diseases and registered nursing at Winnipeg 
General Hospital. She nursed in South Africa during 
the second world war and in Winnipeg for more than 
twenty-five years after the war. She is married to John 
Malowski of Winnipeg, a master baker for Dominion 
Stores. 

The old Northam homestead at S.W. 30-14-19 has 
been farmed continuously by the Northam family for 
eighty-six years and is now owned by John Northam 
Jr. 

One historical footnote concerning the farm was a 
visit to it in 1899 by British Cabinet minister Lloyd 
George, who was in Canada on a colonization trip. He 
visited the farm on the day of the McBride picnic and 
spoke to the pioneers. Lloyd George later became 
Prime Minister of Great Britain. 

JOHN NORTHAM - Margaret Northam 
John Northam was born at Alexander in 1923 and 

lived in Brandon until the age of thirteen. He came to 
the McBride district with his family in 1936. He joined 
the R.C.A.F. and served for four years in Eastern 
Canada. The last year being spent at Goose Bay 
Labrador. On receiving his discharge in 1946 he 
returned to McBride and to farming. He married 
Margaret MacDougall, daughter of Mary and Allan 
MacDougall, in 1949, and they settled on the north half 
of 13-14-20. 

We lived on the farm until 1957. During this time 
Linda (1951, Barbara (1953) and Gwen (1956) were 
born. We enjoyed many social times with neighbors 
and especially enjoyed a Farm Forum Group that we 
helped form. Most times the business of the forum was 
second to the game of 500. 

We moved into Rapid City where John was, 
employed with Sample's Transfer. We lived for six 
years in what was then the Trott house. Only son Alex 
(1959) and another daughter, Elizabeth (1961) arrived 
during this time. In 1963 we converted the Free 
Methodist Church into a home and this is where we 
still live. Our fifth daughter, Carol, was born here in 
1966. 

We have had busy and happy years raising our 
family and trying to keep up with their activities as 
well as helping out in the community. John held offices 
in the Royal Canadian Legion and golf Club. He has 
served on the local school and church boards and at 
present is serving his twelfth year as representative 
on the Minnedosa Hospital Board. I have been a 
member of the Legion Auxiliary, U.C.W., Museum 
Committee and have been a 4-H leader for fourteen 
years - ten of these as head leader. 

The girls have all been active in 4-H and benefited 
in many ways from the program. They all took part in 
school sports and choir. Gwen Elizabeth and Carol 
belonged to the Figure Skating Club for several years. 
Alex has enjoyed hockey, baseball, school sports and 
curling. Linda attended Assinioboine College and 
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graduated from a Business Machine and Bookkeeping 
course. In 1971 she married Ken Black, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Stanley Black of Madison, Saskatchewan. They 
have a daughter, Christine, and live in Brandon. 

Barbara trained as a Laboratory Technologist and 
graduated in 1972. She married Douglas Peters, son of 
Arthur and Shirley Peters, in 1974 and at present they 
are living at Arvida, P.Q. 

Gwen trained at several places in rural Manitoba 
and in Winnipeg and graduated in 1976 as a X-Ray 
Technologist. She is presently working at the Lab & X
Ray Unit of Morris General Hospital. 

Alex is attending Brandon University studying first 
year Arts and living at home. 

Elizabeth and Carol are still at home attending 
school. Elizabeth in grade XI at Elton Collegiate and 
Carol in grade VI. 

In 1974 I began a new part-time career as the local 
librarian which I enjoy very much. John has driven a 
school bus for eight years and continues to farm in a 
small way. We have enjoyed good health, good friends 
and our family. We have lived most of our lives in and 
near Rapid City with contentment and expect to re
main here in the same fashion. 

THE HERBERT NORTHCOTT FAMILY - by Mrs. 
Lucy Northcott 

Herbert and Clive Northcott came to Canada from 
England in 1903 and worked for farmers in the Hunter
ville district. They bought a farm on sec. 31-13-18, 

I, Lucy Bracewell, came to Canada with my mother 
and sisters in 1904. Herbert and I were married in 1913 
and lived in Mrs. Dodd's house til11914. Herb worked 
at the mill but took rheumatic fever, so we moved out 
to the farm. While in town I sang in the choir and was 
so proud when the choir leader, Mr. Stone, asked me 
to sing a solo part. 

In 1918 we moved to British Columbia and bought a 
twenty acre fruit farm near Vernon where we lived for 
thirty-nine years. Herb passed away in 1969. I reside at 
Invermere. Our family consists of two girls and three 
boys: Lucy (Mrs. Ian Weir) is a librarian at 
Invermere, B.C.; Stanley is with the R.C.M.P. in Van
couver; Herbert is Scout Commissioner for New 
Brunswick at Saint John; Joan (Mrs. Archie Phillips) 
is a nurse and an accomplished singer at Kamloops, 
B.C. Our third son, Bernard, died in infancy. 

WILLIAM ODGER 
William Odger came to homestead south of Rapid 

City from Cornwall, Eng. In 1880 his wife and family of 
six joined him. They had a lot of trouble in the crossing 
and were ice bound in the ocean for ten days. They 
made their final journey to Rapid City by ox cart. The 
Odger family lost all their possessions, except their 
cow and oxen, when a prairie fire swept through the 
area. Life those days was hard and there was always 
fear of being caught by Indians. The children had to 
walk five miles to town with eggs and butter to sell to 
be able to buy the necessary groceries. One of the 
girls, Katie, worked for Mrs. S. L. Head. She was also 
employed at the Woolen Mills for several years. This 
mill was destroyed by fire in the early 1890's. Katie 



married Jim Todd and their history is recorded in this 
book. 

THE PETER OLSON FAMILY 
Peter, eldest son of Venar Olson, was born Oct 27th 

1937. He was educated at Havelock and Minnedosa, 
and received his diesel mechanic course in Winnipeg 
in 1957. He has worked as a mechanic in Winnipeg, 
Brandon and Minnedosa. 

Peter married Bernice Gill in 1970. Bernice is the 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Horace Gill formerly of 
Strathclair. Bernice worked as a telephone operator in 
Minnedosa. 

They have three children, the eldest, a son Everett, 
a daughter, Debra and a son, Jeffery. 

Their home is on the S E 2-14-19, the former Irvine 
place, they also farm in the Sma land district. 

.t!:DWARD O'NEAL 
Edward O'Neal was born in Ireland where he was 

educated to be a priest. Instead of following his call
ing, he emigrated from Ireland in 1897 to Crookstown, 
Ontario to work as a harness maker. 

In 1900 'Teddy' as he was known to all, came to 
Rapid City where he was employed by Alex Jury in the 
creamery situated north of the river. In later years 
Teddy moved to the Moline area, building a shack on 
the road allowance between the Alex Grieg farm 32-13-
20 and Doc Young farm 5-14-20. Here he raised mink, 
foxes and raccoons along with trapping wild animals 
and digging wells for a living. During these years, Ted
dy also lived on G. Underhill Section 9-14-20 and A. H. 
Anderson Section 8-14-20 near the lake. It was here he 
raised a den of coyotes until they were full grown. In 
1936 he opened a shoe and harness repair shop in 
Moline and became one of our more colourful citizens. 
In 1949 he sold his shop and retired to the Salvation 
Army Eventide Home in Brandon where he died on 
May 5th, 1950. 

LESLIE PANGMAN 
Leslie Pangman, second son of the late Rueben and 

Clara Pangman, was born at McConnell in 1900. He 
was educated at Viola Dale School. In 1923, he married 
Annie Knight of McConnell, and they farmed in the 
Marland District. They have a family of two: Murray, 
who has a family of four, lives in Rapid City and 
Eilleen Quinn, with a family of six, lives in Brandon. 
They have one great-grandchild. 

Les served for many years as school trustee. At the 
time of his father's death, Les moved back to the home 
farm in the McConnell district. Harvey Pollock now 
owns this farm. In 1950 Les moved to Brandon and was 
emp~oyed with Box Hardware until they sold out. He 
was then employed with Clark Leatherdale for five 
years. In 1965, they retired to Rapid City, purchasing 
the house from William Blake. They are still in
terested in sports and community affairs. 

MURRAY PANGMAN 
Murray Arnold Pangman was born in November 

1928 at McConnell, only son of Leslie and Annie 
(Knight) Pangman. There he received his education. 
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On November 15, 1949, he married the former Bernice 
Jane (Bunny) Lumley, at Strathclair. Bunny was born 
in December 1930 at Clear Lake to Robert and Hazel 
(Morrison) Lumley. She received her education at 
Strathclair and Clear Lake. 

They lived in Hamiota from 1949 to 1953 and came 
to Rapid City in July 1953, where Murray was grain
buyer for Manitoba Pool Elevator. He is presently 
employed by Unicume Storage, and has worked there 
for nineteen years. 

They have four children; Donald Wayne, born at 
Hamiota, in February 1952. He married Penny Fleury 
of Brandon, in July 1975. Don is firefighter for the City 
of Brandon. David Leslie, born in May 1954, still lives 
at home, and is employed at Kullbergs' in Brandon. 
Sharon Maureen was born in July 1955. She married 
Thomas Wilson of Onanole in September 1973, at Rapid 
City, where they reside. Sandra Lorraine was born in 
June, 1959. She is in her last year of school at Crocus 
Plains, in Brandon, and still resides at home. 

THOMAS PARKER by Kathleen (Kay Parker) 
Humphries 

I have been asked to write a brief history of my 
father, the late Thomas Parker. He was born in 
Willingdon, County Durham, England, in 1866. When 
he was twelve years old, his mother and stepfather 
decided to seek their fortune elsewhere. Their first in
tention was to move to Australia but the boat was com
pletely booked up, so they were then able to book 
passage for Canada on a cattle boat. After a long ar
duous voyage and various other means of travel, in
cluding Red River Steamer and ox cart, theyeventual
ly arrived at a little tent town known as Rapid City on 
the banks of the Little Saskatchewan River in the fall 
of 1878. They set up homestead south of the town. They 
suffered the hardships endured by all settlers of the 
times, including the rigors of the prairie winters and 
having to haul all supplies from Winnipeg by ox cart. 
On one such trip my dad found a man's watch lying in a 
rut in the road. It had been run over by an ox cart. The 
crystal was broken but otherwise it was unharmed. 
That was the watch my dad carried as long as he lived. 
It still runs and keeps perfect time and is displayed in 
Rapid City Museum. 

Some years later dad married Mary Agnes Flaws 
(daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. John Flaws) and 
they set up farming southwest of Rapid City. They 
raised a family of five I being the youngest and the 
only one surviving. 

In 1917 due to mother's health we left the farm and 
moved to Rapid City where dad became engineer for 
tbe electric light plant. As an added duty he was ap
pointed chief of police of the town and for some time 
was also a deputy member of the provincial police. 
Thus he was known to young and old alike simply as 
"Chief" . 

As youngsters, when my sister, Mollie and I took 
measles, much to dad's chagrin, he also "came down" 
with the measles. On doctor's orders he was to remain 
in bed for a few days - something new to one who had 
never been ill a day in his life. In order to while away 
the time he began to compose poetry - a latent talent 
of which he had thus far been unaware. Thus in later 



years he was often asked how he had come to start 
writing poetry and he always replied, "that's what the 
measles left me with!" 

Thus writing poetry became a way of life involving 
every spare moment of his time. Many of his poems 
were published as a regular feature in the Rapid City 
Reporter. 

Dad passed away Apri11946 in his eightieth year. 
While he is gone his memory lingers still in the hearts 
of the many who so eagerly awaited the home town 
paper each week to see "who Tom Parker wrote 
about today". 

I am thankful for the opportunity to write this brief 
"in memoriam" to my father. 

THE HOUSE OF PARLIAMENT 
Herb. Parliament, born at Beaverton, Ontario, 

December 14, 1887, arrived in Winnipeg in 1906. Here 
he combined livery driving with carpentry till the 
Labor Strike of 1919. 

February 20, 1911 Herb. married vivacious Flora 
Anderson, eldest daughter of James and Ann Anderson 
at Ridgeway Farm, near Balmoral, Manitoba. Flora 
was a native Winnipeger having been born there Oc
tober 4, 1886. Daughters Alta and Gladys were also 
born in Winnipeg. 

Herb, always ready to help where needed, assisted 
farming communities during the dread 1918 Flu 
epidemic. In demand, often day and night, Herb 
chored, drove doctors, and distributed medications, 
groceries, mail etc. to aid stricken farm families over 
a large area south of Winnipeg. He often told in his 
humorous way of his own preventative flu medication 
- it really did work for he escaped the disease. Wife, 
Flora, nursed in many homes, cooling the high fevers, 
and aiding unfortunate families, with her cheerful out
look and efficient care. 

In the fall of 1919 the Parliament family moved via 
Canadian Pacific Railway to Rapid City to live in a 
small cottage in the west-central part of town. (This 
home was last occupied by the Dan Struthers family.) 
In 1920 Jean was born in a small two-storey house 
across the creek south-east of the school. This home 
now demolished, was last occupied by the H. G. Simp
son family. 

Later in the 1920's the Parliament family lived in a 

Parliament Family; left to right Lorne McCallum, 
Gladys, Alta, Jean, Mr. and Mrs. Parliament in front 
Grandchildren, Billie, Carole and Beverly. 

312 

house across the street from the flour mill which can 
be seen in many "old" pictures of Rapid City. After a 
few years Herb dismantled this house and rebuilt it for 
Mr. T. L. Smith on his farm a mile south of town. In 
this deal Herb procured a house on Fourth Street 
where the family lived about ten years. (Recently 
Jack and Alice Kemp built a modern home on the site, 
where they now live.) 

Mr. E. S. Gardiner, a Rapid City pioneer, once gave 
me the history of this "tin house". It started out as a 
store - this explained the large false front, facing the 
street. The second floor was used as a Masonic Hall 
and as the Town Office. A stray cow is reported to 
have climbed the stairs and when discovered was non
chalantly chewing the (salty?) town records stored 
there. Repercussions of this unfortunate incident are 
still being felt when former Rapid City residents apply 
for records e.g. birth certificates and school data of 
1907 era. 

In 1934 Herb built a house in the south-east section 
of town which is occupied by daughter, Jean and her 
husband Lorne McCallum and family. 

Herbie, as he was affectionately known, was a 
typical Canadian pioneer; each new task was a 
challenge and the pride in a job well-done knew no 
bounds. Coming from Ontario, he brought a love and 
deep interest in wood products and woodwork. His 
"harvesting" of many cords of first growth poplar and 
Manitoba maple in the Little Saskatchewan River 
valley, east of Rapid City, was certain proof of his 
stability and endurance. Co-workers marvelled at Her
bie's stamina, when he often worked bare-handed ,or in 
light gloves in the severe frost while others were com
pelled to don the warmest of mitts and clothing. While 
many ran behind their teams "like dogs", (to 
stimulate the circulation), Herbie preferred to sit 
"like a man" and drive his horses. 

The woodchopper's day began at four o'clock a.m. 
when the horses were "breakfasted" and prepared for 
the trip. Before daybreak, in the snappy frosty 
Manitoba morning the driver packed his axe, a noon 
snack, a jam pail of tea and matches. Most important 
were the two gallons of oats and two forkfuls of hay 
stuffed into jute sacks - dinner for the spirited team, 
his beloved Metz and Darky. The foods, along with a 
pair of horse blankets were roped securely to the front 
bunk of the sleigh. (The rear bunk was folded forward 
over the front one making a half sleigh and easing the 
weight.) Town residents may recall being awakened 
by the pleasant creaking as the sleigh slid over the 
frosty snow in the clear morning air. After some five 
miles of cross country road-breaking, the wooded area 
loomed ahead. Trees were felled, branches removed 
and the logs chopped into lengths of twenty-five feet 
maximum. These were piled onto the extended sleigh; 
short poles first with the long ones atop extending 
beyond the rear bunk where at times they dragged on 
the snow thus helping to anchor and balance the load. 
Loads were built six feet wide and two-and-one-half 
feet high wide and low - to prevent undue tipping 
on the hilly terrain. Leaning or slipping caused logs to 
roll, demanding a complete unloading and rebuilding. 
Under these conditions the woodsman developed a 
skill in building the load and in guiding his team 



between stumps, thru' gullies and down the icy slopes. 
Wood lots were purchased for "next to nothing" from 
the Municipality of Saskatchewan for the sole purpose 
of reaping the wood. Poles were sawed into "stove 
length" to be used as fuel or were sometimes sold in 
town or bartered for daily necessities. Herbie spent 
the winters between 1920 and 1940 thus employed. 

In summer another phase of woodwork held his in
terest from 1924 to 1940. As foreman of construction 
gangs erecting elevators for the Northern Elevator 
Company (later known as the National Grain and now 
Cargill Grain Co.) across the Prairie Provinces, Her
bie earned the respect of his many "hands". Horsman, 
Bjarnasson and Templeton, along with local men Ed. 
McGregor, Arthur Dennis, Nelson Basler and Robert 
MacKinnon were among those who worked under his 
guidance. A gang of five to eight men, they worked 
from spring to freeze-up or later when required and at 
times it was necessary to work thirty-six consecutive 
hours, without rest or sleep, to meet a deadline or to 
repair a break, in time for the influx of grain. When no 
boarding house was available the gang slept on the 
floor in the elevator office or in a heated tent. We were 
informed that tenting at -20 degrees F. is not so bad 
once the tent becomes insulated with an ice coating! 
These were the days before Labor Unions. Young men 
were reprimanded for eating a snack (usually a 
chocolate bar) during the long hours between meals 
and Herbie was moved to interject on behalf of "his 
boys". To offset the monotony and hardships there was 
the goodnatured "ribbing" and practical jokes were 
discovered at every turn - the faked birthdays that 
prompted party suppers of roast fowl, special cake and 
even a bottle of wine, all prepared as a surprise by the 
unsuspecting cook at the boarding house - the fresh 
eggs slipped into the heavy woolen sweater pocket of 
the innocent victim and the sympathy extended when 
the hand brought forth the makings of scrambled eggs 
coupled with the usual makings of a cigarette! Or the 
occasion the chap undertook to read aloud his daily 
paper to an indifferent audience, noting a recent fire. 
It was such a big fire with heavy smoke and intense 
heat! In fact the depiction was so vivid that the reader 
began to feel the heat and see the smoke for the 
newspaper was aflame! Startled he jumped up but 
too late to see the lighter in the hand of the one in
nocently passing by the table. 

A highlight for the gang was the building of the first 
elevator in the Peace River area; just ahead of the 
Railway. Men and material were taken in by truck. 

Repairing weigh scales and sanding and refinishing 
school desks came later. If your initials adorned a 
Rapid City desk about 1931 they probably were erased 
via sandpaper only to be replaced by younger scholars, 
no doubt budding artists, next term. Saddest of all was 
the wiping out of those ornate "In Memoriam" or 
"Killed in Action" works of art. 

While engaged in "harvesting" ice from the Little 
Saskatchewan with Mr. Cliff. Sample, Herb built an 
ice-cutting machine. Ice was cut into large blocks and 
skidded out to be packed in sawdust in ice houses for 
the local Eaton's Creamery and for Sample's 
Transfer. 

After fire in 1932 destroyed E. S. Gardiner's office, 
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Herb constructed a new office building on the site on 
Third Avenue. It i,s now occupied by Pat Carr In
surance. He also built a number of houses in town 
and surrounding area where his greatest interest was 
in laying and finishing hardwood floors. One of Her
bie's proudest achievements is the maple floor in the 
farm home on the North East quarter of 22-13-19, two 
miles east of town. Again all the work even the sanding 
was done by hand. 

Mrs. Parliament was happy in her busy life as wife, 
mother, homemaker and neighbor. Between garden
ing, preserving, sewing and caring for her family her 
knitting needles sped almost too rapidly for the human 
eye to catch the break that separated the stitches. Her 
family was carefully and lovingly guided through many 
serious illnesses. Always deeply interested in church 
work, Mrs. Parliament was Cradle Roll Superinten
dent and Mission Band leader for many years. The 
Missionary Society of the United Church honored her 
with a Life Membership which was deeply ap
preciated. Flora Anderson Parliament lived the 
Golden Rule she so patiently taught her wee Mission 
Band members. She nursed the ill, visited the shut-in 
and the bereaved and was always ready to give a help
ing hand, bringing into this community's daily life the 
true meaning of the Golden Rule. 

The three girls attended Rapid City Public and High' 
Schools. After taking Grade XII and Normal School in 
Regina, Alta taught in Southern Saskatchewan. There 
she met and married James BurrelL In 1930 both The 
Depression and drought hit that area and the teacher's 
wages went down the drain. Some never were 
collected. 

In 1938 the Government moved dried-out farmers to 
Manitoba. Jim and Alta moved to a farm west of 
Basswood and while there a daughter, Beverly, and 
son Bill were added to the family. Then they moved to 
a farm north of Rapid City and Beverly started school 
at McBride. In 1945 the family moved back to 
Saskatchewan where another son Brian arrived. Jim 
and Alta are retired, living in Stettler, Alberta, 
between visits with their four granddaughters and 
grandson. 

While swimming in the Little Saskatchewan river, 
Gladys, a teenager, was credited with saving her 
cousin, Florence Searle, from drowning, The two girls 
had swum to the bridge where they stopped to play in 
the water. Florence grew tired and grasped the under
side of the iron structure to relax. Doctors later ex
plained this action brought on leg cramps. Gladys, 
with great presence of mind and stamina was able to 
assist the stricken girl back to the beach safely, 

Gladys lived at home until her marriage in 1938 to 
Arthur Luker, a home town boy, They set up their first 
home in The Pas where Art was employed as a radio 
technician. Daughter Carole was born there. Art 
secured a job in radio and T.V. work with Eaton's in 
Flin Flon where he was employed for thirty-four 
years, retiring to Brandon in 1974 to be near Carole and 
son-in-law Frank Stouffer and grandchildren Kerry 
and Mark. 

Jean married Lorne McCallum (history noted un
der the McCallum family.) 



An infant daughter passed away in 1913 and is 
buried in Brookside Cemetery Winnipeg. 

In March 1951, Mrs. Parliament passed away 
suddenly, leaving a shocked and lonely husband. Herb 
lived alone for twenty years before entering Fairview 
Nursing Home in Brandon where he passed away in 
September 1972. He now lies beside his beloved Flora 
in Rapid City Cemetery. In his passing our community 
severed its last link with the generation of true 
pioneers but the House of Parliament has left its mark 
in the lives of those whom they met along the Way. 

HENRY McLEAN PATTERSON 
Henry McLean Patterson was born at Pictou, Nova 

Scotia, May 15, 1870. 
His father James Patterson was born in Nova 

Scotia. He was a Presbyterian minister and his 
ministry took him as far west as Carlyle, 
Saska tchewan. 

Henry's mother was Annie Munro MacDonald, born 
at Inverness, Scotland. 

The Patterson family came to Manitoba in the 
spring of 1881. When they arrived at Winnipeg they 
started out in covered wagons, but it was so wet they 
went back to Winnipeg and loaded their belongings on 
a scow and came up the Assiniboine to Grand Valley a 
few miles east of where Brandon now stands. 
Members of the family homesteaded in what was later 
known as Humesville area. 

In 1905 Henry bought his brother John's homestead 
and lived there until his retirement to Rapid City 
around 1945. 

On December 27, 1926 Henry married Edith 
Elizabeth Franklin who was born at Aikenside, 
Manitoba on April 6, 1886. Her father was Alfred 
Franklin from Thaxed, Essex, England. Her mother 
was Jane Sinton from St. Louis de Gonzaque, 
Beauharnois Co., Province of Quebec. 

Henry's death occurred June 4, 1956 at Minnesdosa 
and Edith's death occurred April 3, 1959 at Brandon. 
They are both buried at Humesville cemetery. 

Henry Patterson's brother, John, bought grain in 
Rapid City for a time and lived with his family there 
during the winter of 1902-03. His son William who now 
lives in Saskatoon recalls bread being delivered five 
loaves for a quarter, or six loaves of stale bread for a 
quarter. 

Robert Sinton, uncle of Edith Patterson and brother 
of Mrs. John Patterson, Isabella Sinton, homesteaded 
in the Rapid City district in 1878. When the railroad 
failed to go by way of Rapid City he left his homestead 
in 1882 and moved to Regina, then called Pile of Bones. 
Due to his contribution to the interests of agriculture 
the new strain of wheat, "Sinton" strain was named 
after him. 

MR. AND MRS. ERNEST PAUL SENIOR 
Ernest Zenophile Paul was born October 27, 1906 at 

Clear Lake, Manitoba, the son of Napoleon and Mary 
PauL The family later moved to San Clara where they 
homesteaded. In 1941 Ernest married Edna Isobel 
Clark of Renever, Manitoba. Mr. and Mrs. Paul have a 
family of three sons and five daughters. In 1973 they 
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retired to Rapid City to be closer to their family. Joyce 
their youngest daughter is still at home and attends 
school at Tanners Crossing, in Minnedosa. A daughter 
Mary and her husband Jim Bercier and family live in 
Brandon. Son Clifford and daughter-in-law Judy and 
two children reside in Rivers. Both families spent 
some time at Rapid City. 

ERNEST AND RUTH PAUL 
Ernest Edward Lawrence Joseph Paul was born at 

San Clara on Sept. 19, 1944 the eldest son of Ernest and 
Edna Paul. He attended Walker School in San Clara. 
On August 18, 1964 he married Ruth Iris Bercier, 
eldest daughter of Herman and Myrtle Bercier. Ruth 
was born February 16, 1948 at Birch River. She 
received her schooling in Grand Prairie School at 
Boggy Creek. 

Their son Brian Ernest was born December 22, 1964 
and daughter Diana Ruth was born July 14, 1967. Both 
the children were born at Roblin. 

Ernie and Ruth and their family moved to Rapid Ci
ty, first living in the old Saul house. Later they 
purchased the stone house from Harry Robinson, 
where they have lived until this year 1977. This year 
they moved into the large brick house on the corner of 
4th street and 4th avenue. 

Ernie is employed at Forman Motors in Rivers as a 
Mechanic. Ruth is a graduate hairdresser from 
Assiniboine Community College and has operated her 
own shop in Rapid City. Presently she is employed at 
the Cameo Beauty Salon in the Shoppers Mall in Bran
don. 

Their youngest child, Jason Ted was born 
November 20, 1975 in Minnedosa. Brian is in grade 
eIght at Rapid City and is in army cadets. Diana is tak
ing grade five and enjoys swimming and 4-H. The en
tire family contribute to many community activities. 

THOMAS PEARCE AND FAMILY 
Thomas R. Pearce was born in England and came 

to Canada in 1930 to the Little Souris district south of 
Brandon. It was here he met Jean Bollman daughter 
of Phillip Bollman. Tom and Jean were married in 
1933 and for the next few years worked for farmers in 
the Little Souris district. During the winter of 1934, 
Tom went to the bush near McCreary to work along 
with his father-in-law cutting cord wood. 

In 1938 Tom and Jean went to Moline and were 
hired by Fred Bollman. In 1942 they moved to 
Basswood and were hired by Arthur Wade. Two years 
later Tom and Jean moved back to Little Souris and 
took up farming on the Hugh Rice Farm. In the fall of 
1950 they left the farm and moved into Brandon where 
they were both employed at several places. They 
raised a family of six boys and one girl Douglas, 
Gordon, Allan, Edward, Barry, Evelyn and Kenneth. 

Douglas married Margaret Nevin of Brandon. 
Gordon married Margaret Birch of Kelwood and 

they live at Rapid City. 
Allan married Gladys Outhwaite and they live in 

Brandon. 
Edward married Sigrid Olson of Minnedosa and 

they live in Calgary. 



Barry married Marie McKinnon of Brandon and 
lives in Brandon. 

Evelyn is not married and lives at home. 
Kenneth married Anita Taylor and they live in 

Brandon. 

MR. AND MRS. J. E. PEART 
Mr. and Mrs. John Peart came west in 1882. After a 

time spent in Brandon, they homesteaded in the 
Qu' Appelle Valley. While there Mr. Peart hauled 
government supplies during the Riel Rebellion. They 
also farmed in the Brandon Hills before coming to the 
Moline and Rapid City district over seventy years 
ago. They moved into town where Mr. Peart and son 
Jasper (Jap) operated a livery stable. 

Mrs. Peart was born at Mitchell, Ont., and in the 
pioneer days was loved by all who knew her. She was a 
good seamstress and assisted the Rapid City ladies 
with their dressmaking problems. She was a member 
of the Methodist church prior to Union. 

They raised a family of one son, Jasper, and two 
daughters, Mrs. H. A. Berry (Edna), 81. James, Man. 
and Mrs. Effie Torrence, Batavia, New York. There 
were twelve grandhchildren. 

Mr. Peart passed away in 1929. Mrs. Peart lived at 
the home of her daughter, Edna, for a few years and 
passed away 1947 at the age of 92 years. They are both 
buried in the Rapid City cemetery. 

REV. N. D. AND MRS. PETERS 
Rev. Nyall Dennis Peters and his wife Mary Ann 

Wilson were born in the year 1838, near Madoc, On
tario. They had three children; John, Benson and 
Laura. Nyall clerked in a store, then became. a 
methodist minister, commonly known as a travellmg 
minister or "circuit rider." 

In 1882, Mr. and Mrs. Peters, Benson and Laura 
decided to go west. John remained in Ontario as he 
was teaching school. The family travelled by rail to 
Winnipeg, Man., then journeyed to Cromer, Man., by 
oxen and Red River Cart, where they homesteaded. 
Mr. Peters farmed and preached in that area, until in 
1890 he took over the Rapid City charge. Nine months 
late~ due to his voice failing, he had to give up the 
ministry. Later, he and his son, John, bought the south 
half section of nine in the Totonka district, near 
Moline, Man. 

Mrs. Peters passed away in 1908 and Mr. Peters 
then lived with his son-in-law and daughter, Rob and 
Laura Gill, living in Manitoba, British Columbia, and 
finally once again at Rapid City. 

Mr. Peters passed away September, 28, 1932 at the 
age of 94 years. During the last six months of his life, 
Great Grandpa Nyall was often heard to ask the Lord 
to let him live until his birthday - he died on his 94th 
birthday. Mr. and Mrs. Peters are buried on a little hill 
in Rapid City cemetery. 

MR. AND MRS. JOHN W. PETERS 
John Wesley Peters, son of NyaU and Mary Ann 

Peters, was born November 10, 1863 at Cobdon, Ren
frew County, Ontario. His wife, Jennie Clayton was 
born in London, England in 1865. At the age of six her 
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Four generations of Peters family: Standing John 
Peters, Laura Hyndman, Seated: Nyall Peters and 
Grace Terry. 

family moved to Detroit, Michigan, and at the age of 
eighteen years Jennie and her family came to Cromer, 
Manitoba. 

John Peters taught school at Madoc, Ontario prior 
to coming west in 1884 to join his parents at Cromer 
where they were homesteading. John's first school in 
Manitoba was Glen Cross, south of Morden. He taught 
only in the summer months. 

John was married to Jennie Clayton in May, 1890 by 
John's father, Rev. Nyall Peters. After teaching at < 

several country schools, John Peters became principal 
of Rapid City school in 1899. The following year Mrs. 
Peters died, leaving Harry (8 years), Frank (6 years), 
and Laura (4 Years). Later Mr. Peters taught at 
Medina (Pettapiece) and Poplar Grove. 

For the next 14 years he farmed at Totonka, ten of 
those years he held the position of postmaster in his 
home: In 1909, he married Gussie Greer of Neepawa, 
Man. Mrs. Peters passed away in 1919 and Mr. Peters 
returned to teaching for five years at Poplar Grove. 
He was secretary of Poplar Grove School District for 
40 years and treasurer of Zion Church. For quite a 
number of years he made his home with his son, 
Harry, and daughter-in-law Eliza and their family. In 
1954 Grandpa Peters came to live with his daughter 
and her husband, Laura and Frank Hyndman at Rapid 
City. He was predeceased by his sons, Leut. Frank 



Peters who was killed in action in 1917 and Harry died 
in 1954. 

Grandpa Peters is fondly remembered as one hav
ing lived an active life, interested in every aspect of 
church and community. He assisted with care of the 
yard and garden up to the time of his death. He passed 
away July 6, 1962 in his 99th year and is buried in the 
family plot in the Rapid City Cemetery. 

ARTHUR AND SHIRLEY PETERS 
Arthur Benson Peters, born in 1927, son of Harry 

and Eliza Peters moved from Cardale to the farm 
three and one half miles west of Rapid City in 1948. Art 
was a bachelor for a year, then married Shirley 
Dalgarno, daughter of Dunbar and Edith Dalgarno of 
Newdale in July, 1949. Shirley taught Grade Seven for 
the term 1948-49 in Rapid City. 

They have a family of five girls and four boys. 
Beverly June, born May 2nd, 1950, was the first baby 
born in the new Minnedosa District Hospital after it 
was opened on May 1st, 1950. Bev, a registered nurse, 
resides in Brandon with one daughter, Jennifer. 

Douglas Allan, born December 28th, 1951, obtained 
his degree in Mechanical Engineering at the Universi
ty of Manitoba. He married Barbara Northam, 
daughter of John and Margaret Northam of Rapid City 
on May 18th, 1974. They reside at Arvida, Quebec. 

Gordon Kenneth, born December 29th, 1952, bought 
the Oscar Terry farm in the fall of 1972. He is ex
perimenting with Chianina cattle, moving and selling 
them in different parts of Canada and U.S.A. 

Patricia Ariene, born July 14th, 1954, works as an 
accountant. She married Raymond Creaser of Rapid 
City October 20th, 1973. They reside in Brandon. 

David Craig, born December 1st, 1956, is employed 
at the Hydro-Generating Plant in Brandon. Carol Ann, 
born March 14th, 1958, is training for a Registered 
Nurse. She married Brent Hansen, July 16th, 1977. 
They reside on a farm near Brandon. 

Karen Marie, born April 8th, 1960, Harry Benson, 
born July 3rd, 1961, and Cindy Elaine, born October 
18th, 1963, are completing their schooling at Elton 
Collegiate, Forrest and living at home. 

The boys enjoyed hockey, hardball, skiing and trap
ping while the girls injoyed skating, fastball and other 
sports. All the children except the youngest were 
members of 4-H. 

Art was a member of the Skating Rink, School 
Board and Agriculture Society for many years. He en
joys hockey, ball and curling. 

Shirley is a member of the Rebekah Lodge and 
United Church Women. She also enjoys skating, curl
ing and sports. 

Arthur's mother, Mrs. Eliza Peters, stayed at their 
home for almost a year from March, 1976 to February, 
1977. She now lives at the Personal Care Home at 
Minnedosa. 

ROBERT PERCIVAL PETERS 
Bob Peters, son of Benson and Emma Peters from 

Neepawa was orphaned at an early age. He was given 
a home by the Robert Gills. Mrs. Gill was Benson 
Peters sister. 
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Bob attended school at Oak River and Rapid City. 
He joined the staff of the local Royal Bank, later mov
ing to Crystal City. He spent five years in the bank at 
Nassau, Bahamas Islands. 

In 1939 Bob enlisted with the Queens Own 
Highlanders, trained at Shilo and went overseas in 
1940. For the next two and half years he served at 
Headquarters in England. In 1943 he was killed near 
Caen, France during his first day of active duty. 

PETTAPIECE FAMILY HISTORY 
Around the time of Confederation two young men 

from the Gower district in Carlton County, Ontario, 
decided to leave their rocky farms and precarious part 
time jobs as lumber men and river drivers, for the 
greener fields of Southern Ontario. Matthias Pet
tapiece and his brother obtained farms at Matherwill, 
a small town near St. Mary's. Matt married Margaret 
Butter, the girl from the farm across the road and the 
three children, Annie, Susan and William were born to 
the young couple: Matt got restless again and decided 
to go west. He and a friend, James Linklater 
journeyed via the States to Winnipeg in the spring of 
1878. From that raw, frontier town they set out on foot 
to find their new homes. Apparently the rich farm 
lands of the Portage Plains were under water so were 
passed over as useless. Further west they finally 
decided they liked the land around the Birdtail Creek. 
Matt had carried some seed potatoes all the way, so 
immediately planted some in the sod. For some 
reason, he and James decided to go back fifty miles or 
so east, to the "Shanks Settlement" where they filed 
on two quarters of 18-13-20. Shanties were built and 
Matt industriously plowed an acre around his humble 
abode. He then returned to Ontario to bring out his 
family. 

Mrs. Petta piece arrived in Winnipeg in the spring 
of 1879 and the family immediately set out for their 
new home. Father had bought a yoke of oxen, a wagon, 
tent, cook stove and other needed equipment. The 
wagon must have been crowded, for Mother had to sit 
on the cook stove and Father rode on the tongue. 
Every night the stove was unloaded and a fire started. 
While the tent was being pitched, Mother would 
prepare a good hot meal for her family. She even 
baked bread that she had set the night before. She was 
a good homemaker and believed in taking good care of 
her man and children. Finally, after a slow, nine day 
journey, they arrived at the homestead and no doubt 
the shanty looked good to the weary travellers. 

The next day a raging prairie fire swept up from the 
States and if it had not been for the acre of plowed 
land, all would have been lost. As it was, the family en
dured the ordeal in the centre of the small oasis while 
the roaring flames blackened the prairie. These fires 
in the early days kept the prairie free of bush and few 
trees ever had a chance to mature. Wood for building 
and fuel was brought down from the valley, north of 
Newdale. 

A sturdy log house was built, part of which is still in 
use in the home of grandson, Bill Pettapiece, who lives 
on and works part of the original quarter. Another 
grandson, George, has his home on the same quarter. 
Matt was an excellent axe man and Jim Linklater was 



a stone mason. The latter built a stone house on his 
quarter, the walls of which were demolished only a 
few years ago. 

Two more children were born on the homestead; 
Daniel, who died in infancy and Janet. Margaret Pet
tapiece was a "Mother in Israel" to the settlers. The 
first baby born in the new settlement made its arrival 
in a covered wagon, assisted into the world by Mrs. 
Pettapiece. She was always on hand in time of 
sickness or trouble. Although she was a woman of very 
decided views and had a stern rigid set of ideals, under 
her crustiness there was a heart of gold. Matt was a 
quiet, good natured man who never argued with 
anyone, especially not the woman folk. He went his 
own quiet way and was always willing to help out. 

When the railway came through from Brandon to 
Miniota around 1890, the station was built on the Pet
tapiece property, so the name of the settlement 
became Petta piece rather than Shanks. Matt died in 
1912 and Margaret in 1915. We pay tribute to those har
dy men and women who opened up the west. They 
worked hard, but also took time from their busy days 
to build a church and school so their families would not 
be deprived of tpe finer things of life. 

Pettapiece, once a thriving little centre is no more 
but the district will ever remain. The church is gone 
but across the road is the beautiful little cemetery 
where pioneers lie at rest beside many of their sons 
and daughters. 

After the death of the parents, William, who 
married Irene Robertson in 1902, continued to live on 
the farm. William died in 1932 and Irene in 1951. They 
had a family of seven, three girls (one of whom died in 
infancy) and four boys. 

Vera married Harry Wolstenholme and they had 
two boys; Kaye, who lives on the home farm and Nor
man, who lives in Brandon. Kaye married Sharon 
White of Rivers, and they have three children; Brian, 
Dayna and Craig. Norman married Dianne Bray of 
Rivers and they have two children, Dawn and Lois. 
Both Harry and Vera are deceased. 

Leslie, now deceased, married Anne Henderson of 
Oak River. They had two children, Kenneth in Mon
treal, and Nori (Mrs. Scotty Purdy) in Oak River. 

George (Joe), who was National Grain Agent from 
1942 until 1972, married Sadie MacDonald of 
Basswood, and still lives on part of the original farm. 

William Jr, who married Florence Harvey of 
Rivers, farmed half of the original farm until 1975. 
They now live in Fairmont, B.C. They had two boys; 
Wayne, who has four children, lives in Edmonton, 
Alberta, and Dale and his wife live in Rapid City, 
South Dakota. 

Evelyn married James Stratford. They had four 
children; Shirley (Mrs. Nick Kamula) of Rivers, 
Marie (Mrs. Morley McConnell) of Rivers, Gwen 
(Mrs. Len Goodman) of Duncan, B.C. and Larry, who 
farms west of Rivers. 

Keith, who is a school principal in Winnipeg, 
married Helen Taylor of Maryfield, Sask. They have 
two daughters; Margaret and Anne. 

Annie, daughter of Matt Petta piece , married 
James Forbes of Reston. They had two children, Matt 
and Margaret. Susan never married and passed away 
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in 1941. Janet married Fred Giles, who ran Pettapiece 
Store and Post Office. They have both passed away. 
They had one daughter, Lillian, who married Reid 
Spearin. Their daughter, Janice, is Mrs. Bob Brough of 
Winnipeg. 

SAMUEL PHILLIPS 
On Tuesday, April 22nd, 1879 Samuel Phillips and 

his wife, Sarah left St. Austell, Cornwall, England to 
come to Canada. With them were their six children, 
the older ones being Sammy, Jack and Tommy. Also 
travelling with them were their neighbors, Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Varcoe, their sons, Seth and Marshall and 
three daughters. They sailed on the 3,000 ton cattleboat 
named The City of Texas and all were very seasick. 

They arrived in Rapid City on Wednesday, June 
lIth expecting to see a big town, but it wasn't even a 
village, just a few log buildings scattered along the 
river bank. There was no bridge over the Little 
Saskatchewan but the river was not very big and a 
man pushing a small ferry with a long pole was charg
ing 15¢ a trip to take people and goods across. 

Samuel and his family settled on the east l/z of 9-13-
19 where they lived for three years in a dugout house 
with a sod roof. It is believed Sammy died of typhoid 
fever while they lived there. In April 1882 Samuel sold 
his farm to H. S. Crotty and Sam Polson for $27.50 a 
quarter and moved to the south liz of 25-12-19 in Elton 
Municipality where he built a frame house. 

Mrs. Sarah Phillips passed away in 1893 and was 
buried in the old Rapid City cemetery. Samuel made 
several trips back to England bringing out new settlers 
for the Immigration Department. On one of these trips 
he brought out a second wife, Mary Anne Martens. 

There were fourteen children, all from the first 
marriage, Samuel J., John, Thomas, Catherine, twin 
boys who died in infancy, William, George, Paul, 
Joseph, Fred, Edith, Susie and Donna. When they grew 
up - John, Thomas, George, William, Joseph and Paul 
took up farms nearby and many children and 
grandchildren continue to live in the Forrest-Glanton 
area and farm the original farms of these early 
pioneers. 

Children surviving are Susie (Mrs. Thomas Rundle) 
of Brandon and Donna (Mrs. Jack Ness) of Vancouver, 
B.C. 

Samuel Phillips was born in 1840 and passed away 
in 1915. He lies at rest in a lone grave on the southwest 
corner of 27-12-19 in Elton Municipality, the original 
site of Wesley Methodist Church. This is on the farm of 
Frank Shelvey who is married to a granddaughter, 
Pearl, a daughter of John Phillips. Also residing in the 
District are two other grandchildren Rena (Mrs. 
Victor Cornish) and Gilbert Phillips, both children of 
John Phillips. Great grandchildren, Morley Cornish, 
Bernice Finlay and Linda Phillips live in the area. 
Also, great-great grandchildren, Douglas and Sandy 
Finlay. 

THE GILBERT PHILLIPS F AMIL Y -Contributed by 
Ruth Phillips 

Gilbert is the youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Phillips of Forrest, Manitoba and grew up on the SW 
quarter of 21-12-19. He attended Mount Vernon school 



and continued life on the home farm for several years. 
On November 15, 1944 he married Ruth Durston, the 
oldest daughter of Frank Durston of Rapid City. Frank 
farmed the W half of 22-13-19 just east of town, and 
Ruth was an egg-grader at Rapid City Creamery, be
fore her marriage. 

In 1950 they went to work as a hired couple for Jack 
Chapman and lived in the little house on the "Bell 
farm", NW 4-13-19 that summer. That fall, Gilbert 
started working for Reliance Motors (now Binkley 
Motors) of Brandon where he stayed for four years. He 
started out washing and greasing cars and worked his 
way up to become a mechanic. He also took a diesel 
course during this time, and in 1954 went to work as a 
truck mechanic for International Harvester of Bran
don. At that time, they were located on the west side of 
18th Street bridge (now Kane Equipment). 

In the spring of 1955 Gilbert purchased the Massey 
Harris business in Rapid City from Roy Westwood, 
and began operating it as "Gib's Service", garage and 
implements. He remained a Massey dealer for 20 
years and a Shell agent for 19. When Imperial Oil 
decided it was no longer practical to maintain their 
facilities in Rapid City, Gilbert switched to Imperial 
and built on to his place of business so he could es
tablish a sub-office of Imperial Oil, Rivers, and retain 
their services for our district. 

Gilbert and Ruth and their family worked together 
to build their business and serve the community in any 
way possible. They never felt an 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
day was sufficient to supply the needs of their 
customers and throughout the years have constantly 
kept their business open 7 days a week and until eleven 
o'clock each night, not only to sell goods and services, 
but as a place where people could drop in for a friendly 
chat. They like working with young people and have 
enjoyed the friendship of teenagers through the years. 
Gib operates a 24-hour towing service. On many oc
casions he has answered a knock on his door during the 
night to help someone in trouble, or answered calls 
from the RC.M.P. to help at accidents. 

Now in his 23rd year of operation, Gib is again 
enlarging his garage to accommodate the bigger 
trucks and tractors of today's farmers. 

There are four daughters in the family, Bernice 
(Mrs. Keith Finlay) of Rapid City, Shirley (Mrs. 
Harold Slator) of Brandon, Patricia of Brandon and 
Linda is still at home. Bernice and Keith have a son, 
Douglas, and a daughter, Sandra. Shirley and Harold 
have two sons, Cameron and Jason. 

MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM ADDISON PHILLIPS AND 
FAMILY 

William Addison Phillips was born at South Simcoe, 
Ontario on January 18, 1875. He came west as a young 
man to farm at Medora, Manitoba. 

Catherine Anne Strang was born at Touchwood, i 
North West Territories (now Saskatchewan), on Oc
tober 5, 1884. Drought came to the area and in 1895 her 
parents and their seven young children moved to 
Dauphin to take up farming there. It took a month to 
make the trip with wagons and democrat, taking all 
their belongings and livestock with them. 

In March, 1910 Will Phillips and Catherine Strang 
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were married. They farmed at Medora until 1917, 
when they moved to Oakleigh district to live on SE 3-
13-20. They lived there until 1943, taking an active part 
in advancing the lot of the farmer and in other com
munity efforts. They moved to the Roseneath District 
with their son, Roy, and then in 1946 to the Tremaine 
district where they lived on the NE of 18-13-18. In 1949 
a small house was built for them in the same yard. Mr. 
Phillips passed away in 1951. Mrs. Phillips remained 
there until 1961 when she moved into Fairview Home 
in Brandon. She passed away in October, 1963. 

They had two sons - Gavin and Roy. Both received 
their education at Oakleigh School and were active in 
the local Calf Club. 

Roy, born in 1921, married Margaret Burr of Rapid 
City and they still live on the farm in the Tremaine dis
trict. 

Organizations in Rapid City that they are members 
of, include The Odd-Fellow and Rebekah Lodges, the 
Curling and Golf Club. 

They have a family of four boys and four girls. Nan
cy is married to James Greer of McBride district and 
they have two sons, Robert and Donald; Cathy, who 
trained and graduated as a psychiatric nurse, and later 
as a registered nurse, is married to Norman Todd of 
Portage la Prairie. They live and work in Brandon; 
Dianne, who is living in Brandon and working in ShiIo, 
is engaged to marry Jim Klimes of Shilo, whose home 
is in Ladysmith, B.C.; Marlene is living and working in 
Brandon; Kenneth married Irene Strain of Rivers and 
they live and work in Brandon; Brian is living at home 
and working in Brandon; Douglas and Gary are at 
home and attending school. 

Gavin married Janet Stuart, (see Gavin Phillips 
History). 

THE GAVIN PHILLIPS HISTORY 
Gavin came to the Oakleigh district with his father 

and mother, Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Phillips in 1917 from 
Medora. After his schooling at Oakleigh and Rapid 
City High School he helped his dad on the farm. 

In 1939 he joined the RC.A.F. and trained as an 

Gavin Phillips Family; left to right; Stuart, Grant, 
Janet and Gavin, Ricky, Bob. 



Aero Engine Mechanic. He was stationed at Calgary, 
McDonald and Moose Jaw until his discharge in 1945. 

With V.L.A. assistance he started farming in the 
Roseneath district. Summers were spent on the farm 
and his winters in the bush camps of Ontario near Red 
Lake. 

Gaven worked with Allan Dick in the garage and 
electrical business. He studied for his journeyman's 
papers as an electrician. He then rented his farm and 
worked exclusively in electrical work. In 1965 the 
family moved to Thompson where Gavin worked for 
the City of Thompson as an electrician until his death 
in 1974. 

Gavin married Janet Stuart in 1942. They had a 
family of four sons. Grant, Stuart, Robert and Richard 
(Rick). 

Grant is an electronic technician working for the 
Federal Government in Ottawa in Communication 
Research. He is married to Bonnie Webb and they 
have two daughters. 

Stuart worked in Flin Flon and Thompson in the 
mining field. He then entered Red River College tak
ing Advertising Art. He specialized in Photography. 
He worked in Toronto for four years then back to 
Thompson for another year. In 1975 he took a motorcy
cle trip from Canada to Central America. He visited 
Guatamala, Honduras and Mexico. For the past year 
he has been employed as staff photographer for the 
Brandon Sun. 

Bob joined Air Cadets in Rivers while in High 
School in Rapid City. When the family moved to 
Thompson Bob joined the Cadet troop there and won a 
flying scholarship which he took at McGill Field, Bran
don in the summer of 1966. After high school he took a 
welder's course at Red River and worked for Inter
national Nickel at Thompson. This paid for his flying 
training until he got his commercial license. He 
worked as a bush pilot and has criss-crossed Northern 
Ontario and Manitoba in many kinds of planes. 
Presently he is flying out of Red Lake, Ontario. 

Rick followed in his father's footsteps. He joined 
the Air Force as an Aero engine technician. he helps 
keep the Snow-Birds flying. He is stationed at Moose 
Jaw. He married Linda Lauritsen of Regina. 

In the fall of 1975 Janet Phillips returned to Rapid 
City to live. 

PIERCE HISTORY 
Bob Pierce came from Northern Wales in 1924. He 

farmed in the district until losing one leg in an acci
dent while mowing hay. He bought the SE1f4 27-13-19 
where he worked with Scotty Burnett of Neepawa in 
cattle and horse-dealing. He was councillor of the 
Saskatchewan Municipality from 1946-60. 

It became necessary to have the other leg am
putated, so he sold out and bought a home at 
Minnedosa. After a brief time he passed away and was 
buried at Minnedosa cemetery. His wife Ethel resides 
in Brandon. 

They had one son Stanley, who served in the Second 
World War. In 1945, he returned to Canada with his 
war-bride, Elsie, and lived at Red Deer. Stan passed 
away in 1972. His wife and sons, Brian and Garry, still 
reside at Red Deer, Alberta. 
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FRANK AND JUSTINA POSTHUMUS 
Folkert (Frank) Posthumus was born Feb. 29th, 

1908 at Nyega, Friesland in the Netherlands. He was 
the eldest son of Matt and Gerta Posthumus. 

In 1927 the family came to Canada, and spent the 
first year in Ontario, the next move was in 1928 to the 
Assiniboine Valley near Brandon. The Senior 
Posthumus family later moved to the Rapid City dis
trict and farmed 18-14-19 (now owned by William 
Hindsburg). They returned to east of Brandon three 
years later. 

Mr. and Mrs. Matt Posthumus. 

Frank farmed at Hayfield from 1929 to 1933, and 
then spent the years 1934 to 1936 in Holland. On 
returning to Canada Frank farmed east of Brandon. 
In 1943 he married Justina Wall of Winkler, Manitoba. 

Justina was born at Winkler, Manitoba in 1922, the 
daughter of Jacob and Maria Wall. She attended school 
at Stuarton, Manitoba. After their marriage Frank and 
Justina spent a year east of Brandon, and then in 1944 
they moved to their present farm 31-12-19. It was here 
they raised their family of seven children. 

Frank Jr. married Francine Thom, they live at 
Kemnay. Frank is foreman in the Woolen Mill at Bran
don. Their children are Bonnie, Michael and Brian. 

Maria, married Harold Glanfield and live in Win
nipeg. Harold is a recorder in the Legislative Building 
and Maria is a nurse. Ross and Gailene are their 
children. 

Bill, is a carpenter, married to Nelda Harder, and 
they make their home in Dauphin and have sons Doug, 
David and Bradley. 

Sandra, is married to Terry Mahyles who is a 
welder, Sandra is a nurse. Their children are Karen 
and Brant and they live in Winnipeg. 

Bob, is deceased, and had one daughter Lorna 
Louise. 

Elaine and Linda are at home and attend Elton 
Collegiate. The children attended school in Rapid City, 
were active in sports, and all participated in 4-H ac
tivities. Mrs. Posthumus is a fine cook and both she 



Frank and Justine Posthumas with their Nanny goat and rare quintuplets 1978. 

and her husband are noted for their kindness and 
hospitality. 

Frank's parents returned to the Netherlands in 
1939, his father has since passed away and his mother 
still resides in the Netherlands at the age of ninety
one. Their daughter Ann also resides in the 
Netherlands. Melle and family live in Saskatchewan 
and Fred and Louw make their home in British Colum
bia. 

MR. AND MRS. J. H. PRIESTLEY 
Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Priestley spent 51 years of 

wedded life in Rapid City, 44 years of this period in 
their residence at the corner of first avenue and third 
street. They were the first couple to enter the bonds of 
Holy Matrimony in St. Thomas Anglican Church, 
Rapid City. Their first born, Harriette, was the first 
child to be baptized there and on their fiftieth wedding 
anniversary two of their great grandchildren, Orme 
and Norma, twin daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Haslen, Rapid City, were baptized there. 

Mr. Priestley came to Rapid City with his parents 
in August of 1874 from Leeds, Yorkshire and Thursa 
Mary Pascoe from near Lands End in Cornwall in 1879. 
They met here in Rapid City and were married by Rev. 
Sargent on the 17th of June 1882. 

Mrs. Priestley was a highly respected citizen of 

320 

Rapid City. She was a most active worker in the 
Methodist church until she became an invalid some 
twelve years before her death on October 13, 1933. She 
was also a veteran member of the local Rebekah 
Lodge having joined Deborah Lodge at its institution in 
1909. Her greatest recognition should be her neighbor
liness and willingness to assist in time of need 
or illness. Her midwifery was greatly appreciated. 
Her passing was a great loss to Rapid City. 

Joseph Henry Priestley came to this district with 
the C. J. Whellams party in 1874 and resided here con
tinuously. He befriended many immigrants to Rapid 
City especially those from the Benardo Home, 
England. He retired from farming in 1922 but kept ac
tive in caretaking the cemetery, school and the local 
curling and skating rink. 

There were five daughters and one son born to this 
venerable couple. They were Harriette, (Mrs. George 
Haslen), Emily (Mrs. A. Bunnin), Lougheed, Alberta, 
Gertrude (Mrs. M. H. Croft, Winnipeg) Nellie (Mrs. 
W. W. Brown, Edmonton) James and Lavinia, who 
died in childhood. Nellie is still living with her 
daughter in Vancouver. As well as their immediate 
family they had thirteen grandchildren of whom 
eleven are still living, twenty-two great grandchildren 
and many great great grandchildren living in many 
parts of Canada taking with them the sound teachings 



and high standards of this celebrated couple, Joseph 
and .Thursa Priestley, early settlers of Rapid City, 
Mamtoba. 

THE PROUT F AMIL Y 
Frank Prout Sr. moved from the Forest area in On

tario in 1887 to a district twelve miles north west of 
Rapid City. He was the first along with the Trott and 
Underhill families, to cross the Little Saskatchewan 
River at Rapid City to take up land and make their 
homes. The Prout family established their home on the 
SW1f4 of 27-14-20 in the municipality of Saskatchewan. 
:fhey later acquired all of section 27 and the W liz of 
section 26. 

. There :vere four girls and three boys in the family; 
Vma, JulIa, Clara, Nancy, Charlie, Frank and Alex. 
The nearest school was Weir at the correction line two 
miles away. A furrow was ploughed from the home to 
the school to guide the children before fences and 
roads were established. 

For a short while a yearly trip had to be made to 
Portage La Prairie to get supplies. This was continued 
until the Railway came into Rapid City and then to 
Moline. 

Frank Prout Sr. died February, 1918 at the age of 
67. His wife died prior to that. As of 1977 Alex resides 
in Vancouver. Clara lives at Los Angeles and Julie in 
the Pontiac Michigan area. 

Frank Prout Jr. married Daisy Misner in 1908. She 
had come from Ontario in 1907 and was employed at 
Nation and Shewan's Dept. store in Brandon. They 
farm.ed on section 20 in the Moline area until retiring 
to Mmnedosa around 1940. They had one son, William 
and a daughter Minnie. 

Willie went to work at the paper mills in Kapuskas
ing, Ontario. He and his wife have one daughter and 
are now retired and living in Guelph, Ontario. 

Minnie took her nurses training at Winnipeg 
General Hospital and in 1937 accepted a position in the 
hospital at Kapuskasing. She married Bill Baily and 
the?, have one ?aughter ~nd one grandson. They are 
retIred and resIde at SmIth Falls, Ontario. 

THE RADCLIFFE F AMIL Y 
The Radcliffe family, consisting of John and 

Margaret Radcliffe and their four children, Sarah, 
M~ry> John and Joseph, came to the Rapid City dis
tnct m 1898 from St. Helen's, Ontario. For a short time 
they made their home with Uncle Dan McGowan two 
miles north of Rapid City. The following year they 
bought a quarter section five miles west of Rapid City 
and it was here that the three younger children were 
born; Walter, Tom and Mina. 

In 1906 John died and Mrs. Radcliffe was left with 
seven young children to support and a farm to manage. 
In 1912 the family moved to the Wilson farm three 
miles north of Rapid City. This farm was home to the 
Radcliffes for many years finally being taken over by 
the younger son, Tom. 

Tom Radcliffe family 
In 1933 Tom married Helen Mash of Winnipeg and 

the first ten years of their married life was spent on 
the old family farm. In the spring of 1943 they bought 
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the former Dan McGowan farm and made their home 
there for the next nineteen years. 

During their twenty-nine years in Rapid City dis
trict both Tom and Helen were involved in many com
munity affairs. Tom was secretary-treasurer of Cen
treview School District for many years and at the 
same time was active in the Chamber of Commerce, 
the United Church and the Masonic Lodge. He was 
campaign manager of the district Red Cross for many 
years. He was also largely instrumental in setting up 
the Rapid City and District Film Council. From 1958-
1962 he was clerk of the County Court of Rapid City. 

Helen was involved with the United Church Women 
was convenor of the Red Cross Sewing and Women'~ 
Work Committee for several years, was active in both 
Eastern Star and Rebekahs (Noble Grand in 1952) and 
taught sewing to a 4H Club for two years and to an 
adult group for one year. 

The Radcliffes had two children - Edward Bruce 
(Ted) who was born in 1936, and Myrna Kathleen born 
in 1940. 

Ted took his elementary and high school education 
in Rapid City and following this attended the Univer
sity of Manitoba. After graduating from the University 
of Manitoba he attended the University of Wisconsin at
taining there his Masters degree and his Ph.D. He then 
took a position with the University of Minnesota and is 
now a full professor in the Department of Entomology 
there. Ted married in 1964 to Betty Pederson an 
English majors graduate and a school teacher. They 
have two sons, David Glenn, born in 1966 and Peter 
Michael born in 1968. They make their home in 
Roseville, a suburb of St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Myrna also attended school in Rapid City and after 
completing her high school also went on to the Univer
sity of Manitoba. She graduated in 1962 with an 
honours degree in science. That June she married John 
King of Darlington, England. Both Myrna and John 
continued their education after their marriage and in 
1964 John earned his Ph.D. and Myrna her master's 
degree in science. Following this they moved to Len
noxville, Quebec and it was there that their twin 
daughters, Kathren Anne and Marie Jeanette were 
born in 1965. 

In 1966 they moved to Saskatoon and in Dec., 1967 
their daughter Victoria Ellen (Vicki) was born. Myr
na's husband is a professor in the Biology Department 
of the University of Saskatchewan. 

In 1962 Tom and Helen Radcliffe left the farm to 
move to Brandon. Tom took a position in the Sheriff's 
office which he held till his retirement and Helen 
worked for fourteen years for the Brandon School Divi
sion as a secretary in Neelin High School, retiring in 
Sept., 1976. 

Both Helen and Tom are enjoying good health and a 
busy and happy retirement. 

REMMERT RADSMA FAMILY 
Rem and Mary Radsma and son Benny arrived in 

Rapid City from the Netherlands in May, 1949. They 
first lived in the stone "mill" house, south of the dam. 
Rem worked as a mechanic for Allan Dick and Gib 
Silversides. Their daughter Shirley was born in 
Minnedosa. 



Rem and Mary Radsma with son Benny. 

In 1952 Rem bought a garage from Roy Campbell, 
east of town on the highway and built a house. He 
started the New Holland Farm Machines, which he 
kept till 1977 and is now partly retired. 

In 1956 their son Benny married Betty, daughter of 
Stan and Ila Neilsen of Rivers. They have three 
daughters Kathy, Debra, and Brenda. Benny owns a 
Body Shop in Calgary. 

In 1960 Rem's son John Radsma and wife Diane 
arrived from the Netherlands. They have three 
children Rem, Rick, and Debra and they live on Van
couver Island. 

Their daughter Shirley married Ken, son of 
Lawrence and Mary Turton also of Rapid City. Shirley 
and Ken have three sons, twins Scott and Shawn and 
Brad. Ken is a truck driver and they live in Brandon. 

Mary and Rem spend much of their leisure time at 
their cottage at Sandy Lake, where Rem enjoys 
fishing, and they spend the winter months in Texas. 

WILLIAM AND MARION RAMSAY 
It was March 6, 1906 when Wm. Ramsay was sailing 

down the Clyde on the S. S. Herperian bound for 
Canada. Brandon was his destination, farming his oc
cupation. He found work on Mr. Pance's farm on the 
plains of Brandon. There he soon learned the different 
ways of the new country. The next spring found him 
farming at Rapid City, where two sons, Willie and 
Tommy and a daughter Phamie joined him. 

It was 1909 when Mrs. Ramsay, Marion, Jeannie 
and Alex joined them and to complete the family circle 
a daughter Mary and her husband John Todd followed 
the road to the West. In 1913 the family moved to farm 
in the Cardale district. 

1914, when the war broke out, saw Willie and Tom
my off to war. Willie was killed on Flanders' Field and 
Tommy was wounded, never again to take up the plow, 
but served as postmaster at Cardale, till his death in 
1966. 

Marion Ramsay passed away in July, 1923. William 
died in July 1947, at the age of 94. 

Jeannie married Charles Shields, of Cardale, and 
passed away in June, 1961 at Saanichton, B.C. Mary 
(Mrs. John Todd) at one time the Butter Queen of 
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Mrs. A. C. Ramsay, 1902. 

Canada, passed away at Sidney, B.C. in February 1965. 
Marion married George Grieg of Rapid City and 
passed away in June 1977 in Brandon. Phamie married 
Fred Park of Cardale and lives at Victoria, B.C. 

Alex married Ellen Gordon, and farmed at Cardale. 
During the war years he worked as a skilled ship
builder at Prince Rupert, B.C., after which, he 
returned to farming until his retirement. They retired 
to Saanichton, B.C. in 1964 and Alex passed away 
January, 1978. 

REAGE HISTORY 
Annie E. Unrau was born Febraury 5, 1905 in 

Altona, Manitoba. She went to public school there and 
got a job as a telephone operator. She met and married 
Edward William Reage, who was born 25 July, 1903 at 
Plum Coulee, Manitoba. A son Allan Roy was born 
September 4,1928 and a daughter Betty Jean on 25 Oc
tober, 1931. 

They moved to Rapid City in 1930 and started in the 
garage business. Ed had the B.A. gas station and ga
rage on the corner across from the hotel and lived in 
the house beside the hotel on the corner. In 1935 he 
built the first snowmobile in Rapid City. 



Both children went to school at Rapid City. Allan 
joined the Navy and served in different parts of the 
world. He married a girl from Nova Scotia. They have 
a family of two boys and one girl. Betty finished her 
education in Brunkild and taught school for a short 
while. She came to Brandon to work, where she met 
and married John Jorgenson in the 1950's. They have a 
family of one boy and one girl and reside in Winnipeg. 

Ed Reage joined the Army during the war and 
served in Ontario. When he returned from the war, he 
went to Brunkild to farm. He sold his garage to Harry 
Waldon. They bought the hotel in Brunkild and carried 
on the business until about 1960 when his health failed. 
They moved to MacGregor and lived there until his 
death on May 8, 1973. His wife sold the house in 
MacGregor and moved to Winnipeg, where she is at 
present living with her daughter and family. 

ARTHUR AND MYRTLE REID 
In 1940, I Myrtle Robie, came to Franklin to visit 

friends Mr. and Mrs. Archie McIntyre. Arthur Reid 
was owner of the Hardware Store and his mother Mrs. 
P. A. Reid was post - mistress at Franklin at that 
time. Archie McIntyre had been working at the store 
but had recently joined the services. When Arthur 
offered me the job I took it. In 1941 Arthur purchased 
the Hardware store from T. J. Butchart at Rapid City. 
We moved our stock via Samples Transfer. The 
Hardware store was situated in the Urpeth block 
owned by S. Blakeston of Winnipeg. This building con
tained three stores; Gus Sample's grocery store, Dan 
Jack the cafe and Reid Hardware. When Dan Jack 
joined the Armed Forces, John Smith took over the 
cafe. Eventually we all bought our own parts of the 
building. 

Al;thur and I were married in 1942. His mother 
moved into a small house formerly owned by Ada 
Allan and her mother. 

Arthur and I joined the LO.O.F. and Rebekah 
Lodges. In 1945 we adopted our son David George, 
eight months old. 

We enjoyed our life in Rapid City, fishing and 
boating, we owned a cabin at Sandy Lake and spent 
many happy hours with friends. 

Arthur passed away in 1961. In 1962 I sold my 
business to Harold Evans of Minnedosa and moved to 
Brandon. I married George W. Smith in 1970 and we 
reside in Brandon. 

David took his education at Rapid City. He later 
worked on different farms and drove a taxi in Win
nipeg. He joined the U.S. Marines and spent one year 
in Vietnam. In 1971 he married Susan Remple of Gret
na, Manitoba. They live near Ste. Anne, Manitoba, 
where Susan teaches school. David works for Northern 
Messenger in Winnipeg. 

JAMES REID 
James Reid was born May 3, 1907 at Westside 

Monymusk, Aberdeenshire, Scotland. I moved to New
ton, Dyce where I went to public school at the age of 
five years, until eleven years old, then had two years 
at Robert Gordon's College in Aberdeen. May 3,1923 to 
September 30, 1926 I started serving a Blacksmith and 
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Farrier Apprenticship, then spent two years in a 
shipyard. I came to Transcona, Man. in February, 
1929, where I worked in the C.N.R. Shops until 1930, 
when I came to the Moline district and did harvest 
work for John Radcliffe, E. Longstaff, R. Hotham and 
A. J. Berlet. I worked 31Jz years for Chas. Bollman, and 
then started a blacksmith shop at Eddie Soldan's. In 
1937, I built a shop, also a cottage house in Moline, east 
of the Church. That same year I married Ann Bollman, 
second daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Bollman of 
Moline and we had two of a family; Leslie James and 
Margaret Anne. In April, 1944 we moved to Cardale, 
Man. and I retired there in 1974. 

REIMER HISTORY 
Murray and Sharon Reimer and family moved to 

Rapid City in the fall of 1977. 
Murray was born in 1953 and grew up in Steinbach. 

He is employed as a bricklayer in Brandon. 
Sharon was born in 1955 and is the daughter of Mr. 

and Mrs. W. N. Horner. She was raised in the Cadurcis 
district. 

They were married February 16, 1974 in the Cadur
cis United Church and spent their first three years of 
married life in Steinbach. Murray and Sharon have 
two children - Kenneth Lee and Kimberley Dawn. 1 

RIESBERRY FAMILY 
The Riesberry family, Eva, Ernest, Shirley and 

Don came to Rapid City early in 1914. Coming from 
Neepawa by C.N.R it was exciting to get off the train 
and see our future home town below us in the valley. It 
looked lovely, Don was only a few months old and I 
was just nicely started in school. 

My parents were born in Ontario, Dad in 1872 at 
Bright, Mother in 1878 at Arnprior. Dad was one of a 
large family, growing up on a farm, apprenticing in a 
general store there and then coming West to be on 
his own. He first worked in Neepawa in Clare's 
General Store. 

My mother was the daughter of a Methodist 
Minister, Reverend J. J. Leach and Mrs. Leach. Her 
family moved to Calgary in 1889 and spent a few years 
there while the city was developing, they later moved 
to Neepawa. Mother took her teacher's training at 
Wesley College in Winnipeg and returned to teach at 
Stoney Creek, four miles from Neepawa, in a one
room school with all grades. Some of her pupils were 
older and bigger than she was but she was a much 
loved teacher and to the end of her life some of her 
pupils kept in touch. The school is now a Museum in 
the park. Mother and Dad met and married in 
Neepawa. There was a "shower" for Mother, the first 
one ever given there for a bride. They lived in Eden, 
Rocanville and Neepawa before settling in Rapid City 
for the rest of their active years. Don and I received 
our Public and High School education there, Don was a 
pupil of F. P. Grove while he was teaching there. He 
was a serious student and a hard worker and received 
the Governor-General's Medal in Grade XI. This was 
depression time and no jobs were available for the 
young people graduating from High School. Don, like 
the others, tried several ways of earning a few dollars, 



and was finally accepted as an attendant at Brandon 
Hospital for Mental Diseases and by working nights he 
was able to put himself through Brandon College. At 
this time, he was a member of the C.O.T.C. and after 
his graduation and marriage to Helen Gerring, he 
attended C.O.T.C. at Victoria, B.C. and became a 
lieutenant in the Army. He was posted overseas short
ly before their daughter, Eleanor was born, and was 
killed in action in October, 1944. Helen has been a very 
much loved member of the family and we are very 
proud of her contribution to the Children's Aid Society 
and many other community efforts. Now she is Dr. 
Helen Riesberry, has a daughter and son-in-law who 
are both graduates in M.A. degrees from the school of 
Social Work. There are three grandchildren, Ross, 
Kevin and Meredith Brownlee. 

As a family we were active in the Methodist and 
United Churches. Mother's prime interest was the 
W.M.S. to which she gave a great deal of time. She also 
belonged to the Ladies' Aid, taught Sunday School and 
sang in the choir. Dad held several of the church of
fices and was Sunday School Superintendent for some 
time. I made my small contribution to the C.G.LT. and 
Young People's to the choir and by playing the organ in 
Sunday School and Church. The church organ was a 
"pump" organ and the lads who did the pumping sat 
behind the curtain and were known to fall asleep on oc
casion. I took piano lessons all through my school 
years, going to Wesley College for music and some 
Grade XI subjects. Upon my return to Rapid City, I 
started teaching piano and going to Brandon College 
by C.P.R. for my own lessons. Some three years later I 
moved to Brandon to teach at the College and to 
graduate in music. I am still actively engaged in 
teaching, playing the organ and directing the choir at 
Knox United Church in Brandon. My daughter, 
Kathryn, is a Registered Nurse, working with the 
V.O.N. in Winnipeg, and Donald is carrying on Dilley's 
Florists in Brandon. 

My parents were also active in community affairs, 
Dad was Mayor for a time, a responsibility he took 
seriously and worked hard at it. He was a member of 
the LO.O.F. Lodge and was very interested in sports. 
He had been a lacrosse player and was very keen about 
the fine team Rapid City had for a time. He was also 
interested in baseball and took his car full of team 
members to most of the Sports Days around. His own 
specialty was curling. He was a topnotch curler and 
spent a lot of time at the rink. He tried to be a good 
business man and took a personal interest in his 
customers. There were many nice people who worked 
in "The Rapid City Trading Co." during his years 
there. Roy Todd was the first delivery boy, driving 
around town in a small dray pulled by a pinto horse. He, 
graduated to the grocery store and was right hand man 
there for some time. When Dad had to leave the store, 
he devoted himself to gardening, raising chickens, and 
then took up knitting. He made quantities of socks, 
mittens, scarves and numerous cushions for his 
friends and some are still in use. 

As children and young people we received much 
pleasure from sports at the river. We swam all 
summer and skated and curled in the winter. Two of 
the memorable things were my first swim to the dam 
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from the bridge non-stop and my first skate up to the 
big bridge and back on a beautiful moonlit night with 
no snow on the ice. My first curling was on the river 
with "stones" of wood or jam pails. We did a lot of 
snowshoeing also. 

The Riesberry home, after Don and I were away, 
became a real home to many young people whose work 
brought them to Rapid City. Names that come readily 
to mind are Andy Last, Jennie Boyer, Vern Warrian, 
Les Fox, John Kremer, Alex Wilson, Gene Brooks, 
Olive Christianson, Tom Saunders, Garnet Morrison 
and many more. Mother was always interested in 
them and their families and many of them kept in 
touch for many years. As Dr. Thomas Saunders said at 
her funeral service - "Hers was not an easy life, but it 
was a rewarding one". 

My parents retired to Brandon where the rest of the 
family were living. They carried on their former in
terests in a smaller way. Dad died suddenly December 
27th, 1961. Mother remained active and interested until 
about two years before her death, July 28th, 1976 at 98 
years of age. During Centennial year, there were two 
special events that made her very pleased and proud
she was one of five special guests - the oldest in this 
community at the celebrations in the Brandon 
Auditorium, and was honored at the Neepawa 
celebrations for her contribution there so many years 
ago. 

The Presbyterian Church was the setting for my 
first piano recital and the United Church where I 
played for my first wedding when Alan Douglas and 
Agnes Young were married. 

There are very few of the first families 
represented there now. Some of the friendships made 
with neighbors, school friends and others have lasted 
through the years and enriched our lives. In thinking 
about these days I have remembered so many people 
and events that I haven't thought of for years, and I 
have realized once again that it was good to have lived 
in Rapid City. 

GORDON AND MARY RICHES 
Gordon (Shorty) Riches was born in 1906 in Sher

brooke, Quebec and came to Manitoba with his parents 
in 1908. He married Mary Zink, of Brandon, in 1939 and 
they lived in B.C. for a few years. In 1944 they 
purchased the General Store in Rapid City from C. W. 
Loader. This was formerly owned by E. E. Reisberry. 
Their only child, Charles, was born in Rapid City. They 
lived in living quarters back of the store until they 
moved to a house across the river owned by the 
Whites'. 

Gordon took an active part in community affairs, 
serving as school trustee, President of the Board of 
Trade, on the Agricultural Society Board and was in
terested in all sports. Both he and Mary were 
members of the LO.O.F. lodges. 

Gordon was killed in a truck accident in 1947. Mary 
sold the business to Mr. and Mrs. McLaren and 
returned to live in Brandon. 

Charles married Margaret Pollock of Brandon. 
They have two sons, Mark, eleven years and Jim, ten 
years. They live on an acreage north of Ruskin, in the 



Fraser Valley, B.C. Charles owns an Auto-Body shop 
at Port Coquitlam and Margaret is Court Ad
ministrator for the Municipality of Maple Ridge, with 
offices in the Court House in Haney, B.C. 

Mary is now married to W. S. Cook and they reside 
in Brandon. 

WILLIAM RINGLAND 
William John Ringland was born in the Miniota 

Municipality in 1915, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. J. 
Ringland. Margaret, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. 
Nairn, Birtle, was born in 1924. Married in 1942, Jack 
and Margaret have resided at Brandon, Birtle and 
Rivers Base before coming to Rapid City in 1964. Jack 
served twenty-three years in the Royal Canadian 
Army Service Corps and was a cook overseas during 
the last war. He was a civilian cook at Rivers Army 
Base until it closed. He is now caretaker at the 
Elementary School at Rapid City. 

They raised a family of thirteen: Bill, Betty Ann, 
Verlye, Beverly, Sherrill, Lois, Gary, Laurie, Lindee, 
Melodee, twins Jackie and Joyce, and Patti. One 
daughter Nicki passed away in 1973 at the age of five. 
They have twenty-six grandchildren. 

RIOUX FAMILY 
Ronald H. Rioux, only son of Leo and Elsie Rioux, 

was born in Dauphin, Manitoba in 1944. As a child he 
moved with his family to Montreal, where his father 
worked on the CNR. He received his higher education 
at High School at Montreal and Sir George Williams 
University, now called Concordia. During his youth, he 
worked in a bakery and a bank before deciding to 
become a teacher, at which profession he has con
tinued, specialiZing in the elementary school. 

His wife, Linda, daughter of Leonard and Helen 
Claridge, was born in Montreal in 1947. Her education 
continued through to a bachelor degree in music from 
McGill University, after which she taught music in 
Montreal schools, and held the position of senior choir 
director for the Presbyterian Church in St. Michel. 

Ron and Linda met while teaching at the same 
school, and married in October, 1971. 

In August 1976 they moved to Rapid City, where 
Ron started teaching in the elementary school in 
September. 

It wasn't long before the people of Rapid City made 
themselves known to the Rioux's, helping them feel a 
part of the town. In February 1977 their Arabian horses 
arrived from down east, joining their cats and dogs 
and providing them with much enjoyment and work. 

Ron has become a member of the Old Timers' 
hockey team and been active in school sports and ac
tivities, and has been newly elected to the Town Coun
cil. 

Linda has taught piano here since arriving and will 
teach in the elementary school as of September 1977. 
They have joined the Agricultural Society. In January 
1977 she became the choir director of Rapid City 
United Church, where both Ron and Linda attend, 
since the Lord is the guiding Hand in their lives. 
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ALEX AND RUBY (WEBSTER) ROBERTS 
Ruby Grace McEwing was born in the St. George's 

district and eldest daughter of Alex and Evelyn (Cun
dy) McEwing. Joe Webster came from Derbyshire, 
England, and he and Ruby were married in 1934. They 
raised a family of four; Evelyn Butler, Kenton; Bar
bara Hudd, Dauphin; Jack, Brandon and Doris Pulver, 
Kamloops, B.C. 

Joe Webster passed away in 1970. Ruby sold the 
farm in 1975 to George Roberts of Calgary. In 
December, 1976 Ruby married Alex Roberts of 
Rivers. Alex had been a widower for three years and 
has two children: Mrs. Dennis Basso (Marlene), 
Deloraine and George Roberts, south of town. They 
get a great deal of enjoyment from their eighteen 
grandchildren. 

Alex and Ruby live in their new house in Rapid City 
and enjoy gardening and travelling. 

W. F. ROGERS FAMILY by C. A. Rogers 
Our father, Walter, was born in Ontario in 1895. He 

married Mary Elizabeth Bailey on January 9, 1917, in 
Weyburn, Saskatchewan. The Bailey family had lived 
near Marmora, Ont. until Mr. Bailey died and 
Matilda remarried to Cyrus Terry. In 1912 they 
moved west and settled five miles west of the Rogers, 
where they lived with the family on the homestead. 
Grandfather Franklin Irvine Rogers passed away in 
1923 at the age of sixty-three. Grandmother Alice 
Rogers passed away a few' months short of her ninety
fifth birthday on April 11, 1963. 

The Walter Rogers family consisted of five 
children. All were born at home with Doc. Brown's 
help, except Aletha, who was born in Oungre. Being 
the only M.D. in the area, Doc. Brown looked after 
patients within a twenty mile radius. The children 
were: Franklin Warren, born November 2nd, 1918, 
Clifford Allan, born August 6, 1920, Dorothy Mildred, 
born March 14, 1922, Clarence Ferdinand, born Oc
tober 20,1924 and Aletha Mary, born January 12, 1929. 

We attended Knoxville school walking in the 
summer and by sleigh in winter. Farm life was not ex
citing by today's standards. Sports were a big part of 
the summer's activities. Hallowe'en pranks were com
mon; such as trying to get a ram to connect with a 
bow-legged neighbour. Christmas was a big occasion 

Left to right; Cliff Rogers, Jim Fossum, Kenny 
Rogers. 



with all of the family including aunts, uncles and 
cousins gathering at the grandparents' home for 
dinner. 

Dad had acquired more land for farming, and also 
ran the local Post Office and mail route, but the dirty 
thirties soon changed this way of life. We moved to 
Rapid City, Manitoba, in the summer of 1937 and the 
Rogers took up farming again. It was here the lives of 
the family started to change. 

Franklin helped Dad on the farm until war broke 
out. He joined the Royal Canadian Artillery and was 
killed overseas in 1944. 

Clifford continued schoQI-in Rapid City and later at 
Lome Park College in Toronto. Joining the R.C.C.S. 
after war broke out, he served overseas and returned 
home in 1946 for a brief stay on the farm. Clifford then 
joined the firm of Cochrane Stephenson in Winnipeg. 
During this time he met Helen Werbenuk and they 
were married in June 1951. That same year he was 
transferred to Calgary to open a branch office of which 
he is presently Alberta Manager. Kenneth Allan was 
born in 1952 and is now a purchasing agent with Alber
ta Gas Truck Line. Debra Lynn, born August 1953 
attended the University of Calgary and has recently 
started her own business as a consultant. Helen has 
gone back to work part time at the Hudson Bay Co. 
They are all residing in Calgary. 

Dorothy completed school in Knoxville, living at 
home until mother passed away in 1943. She then took a 
business course in Winnipeg, and moved to Calgary 
with a girl friend, in 1951. There she met Stan 
Ewanovich and they were married in September, 1952. 
Stan works as an engineer's assistant for the city of 
Calgary. They have two girls, Linda Gail, born May 
1953 and Karen Fay, born August 1955. Linda is attend
ing the University of Alberta in Edmonton, studying 
Dental Hygiene. Karen attends the University of 
Calgary. Dorothy works in the accounting department 
of the Bethany Care Centre. 

Clarence, better known as Kenny also continued 
school in Rapid City and then worked on the farm until 
he joined the army. In 1946 Cliff and Kenny moved to 
Winnipeg and there Kenny joined the Christie Biscuit 
Co. In 1975, he transferred to the Nabisco Company 
were he is plant manager. He met and married Viola 
Sutherland in June 1949. They have two children, Glen 
born December 1953 and Kim born January 1956. Viola 
has gone back to work and Glen is apprenticing at a 
printing company. They live in East Kildonan on the 
outskirts of Winnipeg. 

Aletha attended school in Rapid City, then Normal 
School in Winnipeg. She taught school for 12 years 
before and after she married Glenn Joice, in 
December 1952. Glenn is chief of Special Services to 
Youth and Family (Provincial Social Service) in 
Regina. They have two children; Bette-Jean, born 
January 1958 and Robert John, born March 1961. BeUe
Jean is attending University and Robert is in grade 11 
at Thorn Collegiate, Regina. The Joice family present
ly reside in Regina. 

Mother passed away at St. Boniface Hospital in Oc
tober, 1943 in her 46th year. Dad farmed at Rapid City 
from 1937-1946. In 1945 he married Marion Fossum and 
they moved to a smaller farm near Newdale, in 1946. 
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In 1959 they retired to Brandon where dad passed away 
in October 1960. Marion still lives in Brandon. 

The change from the wind blown prairie to a valley 
with a river and trees was a different world. The trip 
to Rapid City in boxcars with all the machinery and 
animals was a novel experience for the teenage boys. 
I'm not sure if Rapid City was ready for us - a young 
generation that would rather ride a horse across the 
road, than walk. The friendly atmosphere of Rapid 
City (particularly the Hyndmans') will always be 
remembered. The skinny-dipping in our own private 
pool, the cable-car rides across the river are some of 
the many incidents that will remain unforgettable 
memories. 

DA VID A. ROGERS 
David A. Rogers, a baker by trade, came west from 

Newmarket, Ontario in 1903 and located in Brandon, 
having in the vicinity three brothers and two sisters 
already established. He engaged in the bakery trade 
there for awhile and then returned to Newmarket to 
marry, bringing his bride, Anna Armitage, back with 
him to settle in Rapid City and he established his own 
business, a bakery, confectionary and ice cream 
parlor. The location was three doors west of the 
LO.O.F. building with business and dwelling in one 
location. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rogers were of Quaker stock, but in 
coming west they became members of the Methodist 
Church and later the United Church of Canada. 

A fire razed the place, along with two or three other 
buildings in the early hours of October, 1909 when their 
third child Elaine was but three days old. 

It seems that there was some suspicion of the fire 
having been set to destroy certain records that were in 
Custodianship nearby, that were to be taken into ac
count in the next day or so. The wind was very high and 
there was no fire fighting equipment in those days, 
consequently no chance of saving anything. 

David Rogers set himself up to commence business 
again, immediately east of the I.O.O.F building where 
again his premises consisted of business and dwelling 
in one. 

There were five children born to this union, Alvin, 
Marion, Elaine, Emory and Elwyn. 

To Alvin goes the distinction of assembling the first 
radio within a very wide range and of having erected a 
sixty foot aerial to receive the radio waves. On 
numerous occasions the chairs would be arranged in a 
semi-circle in the ice cream parlor to accommodate 
folks coming in to listen in on the single set of ear
phones, taking turns, one after another. On one special 
occasion, Shirley Riesberry was participating in a 
musical from Winnipeg. When classes were conducted 
in the little school, at first used as a kindergarden 
school, I recall an incident involving Ernest 
Birkinshaw, Mack Sample and Alvin Rogers setting up 
a "Still" and making wine in the chemistry lab., un
beknown to the principal, Mr. Hodkinson. To his great 
consternation, and concern on the part of the students, 
the inspector, Mr. Fallis, appeared on the scene that 
day. Mr. Rogers was chairman of the school board at 
that time. While the students were anxious, he was 
aware that the episode was regarded on the part of the 



inspector as highly amusing but he never let the 
students know. 

Alvin also constructed a canoe that would sail, 
shaping the framework and covering it with flour sack
ing that he had treated to make it impervious to water. 
Due to a mishap it went over the dam and was 
smashed. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rogers, in March 1929, suffered fire 
loss a second time. Elwyn was the only one still living 
at home with his parents. They rebuilt the building 
now occupied by South End Groceries. 

Misfortune befell The Stock Crash of 1929. 
Collections could not be made and Mr. Rogers health 
failed. Advised to get away for a change, he went back 
east in hope of regaining his health. Mrs. Rogers un
dertook to carryon until disposition could be made of 
the business. However, before that could successfully 
be negotiated Mr. Rogers was seriously stricken and 
Mrs. Rogers had to leave to be with her husband. 

His great hope was to be able to get back to Rapid 
City but he never realized that and he died on the way 
back to Winnipeg in July, 1933. 

FREDERICK ROGERS FAMILY 
Frederick Rogers immigrated to Canada from 

Cornwall, England in 1913. He worked on a farm near 
Edmonton until 1924 when he moved to Rapid City and 
went into partnership with his brother William on the 
south half of section 21-13-19. The two brothers con
tinued to farm until 1950 and 1951 when they both 
passed away. 

William Rogers and his brother Herbert had booked 
passage on the ill-fated Titanic in April, 1912 but just 
prior to sailing they were transferred to the Carsican. 
Herbert's wife Catherine, came to join them a year 
later. They first made their home in Brandon and for a 
time farmed at Alexander before coming to Rapid City 
in 1918. After five years spent on the S. 1/2; 21-13-19, 
Herbert moved to the N.E.1f4 9-13-19 and remained 
there until his retirement in 1945. Although giving 
most of his time to farming, his skill in the building 
trade was often in demand. He spent his retiring years 
at the farm home of his son-in-law and only daughter, 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Turton and passed away in 
1954. 

In 1925 Reg Rogers, a nephew of the three Rogers 
brothers, came to Canada and spent the first few years 
with the Herb Rogers family. He was employed for 
seventeen years with the late George Long. In 1944 he 
married Jessie Draper, of Elgin. Jessie is the 
daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Draper of 
Elgin. She has one sister Mrs. O. McLean (Margaret), 
Rapid City and four brothers, Robert, Elgin; Harold 
and William (deceased). She took her schooling in the 
Elgin district. 

In 1947 they purchased the N.E. quarter of section 
18-13-19 from J. Farmer. This farm was known in the 
past years as the Peplow farm. They retired in 1967, 
selling their farm to Wm. McFaddin. Reg and Jessie 
now reside in Rapid City and are involved in communi
ty activities. They are active in the LO.O.F. and 
Rebekah Lodge, United Church, Agricultural Society 
and Legion. Reg is well known in the area for his keen 
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interest in entertainment. Besides being a performer 
in his own right, and having performed for the Golden 
Agers in Winnipeg and Brandon, he and his wife have 
been instrumental in organizing the spring Neighbor 
Night Shows in the local Legion Hall. 

ROGERS FAMILY 
Herald and Martha Rogers and their three children, 

Noreen, Wesley and Vernon moved from Oungre, 
Saskatchewan, "the dried out area" to Rapid City dis
trict in 1937. They moved their cattle, machinery and 
belongings by train, together with the Terry and W. F. 
Rogers fllmilies. 

Herald worked as a hired man for Mr. Forrester 
and they lived on his farm 2 1/2 miles north of Rapid Ci
ty. In 1942 they moved to the Oakleigh district to farm 
for themselves. Gordon was born in 1943. Noreen was 
married in 1948 to Cameron Smith of Arden, where 
they farmed. Wesley joined the army and served in the 
Medical Corps in Korea. He was married to Earlene 
Borrowman in 1954 and lived in Kingston, Ontario. 
Wesley passed away November 5th, 1977. 

Herald and Martha and the two boys, Vernon and 
Gordon. moved to Brandon in 1956. Herald was 
employed at the Co-op Livestock yards. Vernon 
worked at Perth's in Brandon, and in 1960, married 
Cecile Polniuk of Brandon. They moved to Edmonton 
and he is employed with United Van Lines. 

Gordon finished his education in Brandon and found 
work in Winnipeg, then Calgary. He was married to 
Sharon Abremenko of Calgary, in 1966. 

Herald Rogers passed away after a lengthy illness 
in 1969 and Martha died suddenly, in 1970. 

MR. AND MRS. A. G. ROSS 
Alexander George Ross, born at Elstow, 

Saskatchewan of Scottish parentage and Myrtle Irene 
Skinner, born at Griswold; Manitoba, of English and 
Irish parents, were married at Alexander, Manitoba 
on January 1, 1945. 

They raised a family of three, Diane, born at 
Rivers, Manitoba, 1948, married Joe Dvorak. They 
reside at Port Alberni, B.C. where Diane teaches 
school and Joe works for McMillan - Bloedel. They 
have a son Ryan Joseph born July 24,1977. Jerry, born 
at Rivers, Manitoba in 1950 married Marilyn Graham, 
a teacher from Brandon. They have a son and daughter 
and live at Alexander where Jerry works for the 
Manitoba Hydro. 

Jim was born at Rivers in 1952. He and his wife the 
former Cheryl Dyer of Rivers, both teach school at 
Notre Dame de Lourdes, Manitoba. 

Alex and Myrtle have a contracting business. They 
built a new home and moved to Rapid City from Rivers 
in 1974. They are both active members of the LO.O.F. 
and Rebekah Lodges and the United Church Women. 

The beautiful Little Saskatchewan Valley and the 
Valleyview golf course setting is much appreciated by 
this couple and their family. Their acreage runs north 
to the C.N.R. tracks and is kept as a wildlife sanctuary 
for deer and upland game. 



THE ROURKES 
William Henry Rourke was born in Allan Fort, On

tario, in 1870. He was one of eleven children and he left 
Ontario to come to Manitoba in the 1890's. Henry 
worked on the farm of Mrs. Jane Trott, NE Sec. 22-14-
20. Jane was a widow with four children: Margaret, 
Mary, Millie and Jack. She married Henry in 1897 and 
they had one child, Robert Joseph, born November 9, 
1900. 

Henry was one of the pioneers in establishing the 
Co-op Store in Moline, which is still in operation today. 
His first car was a 90 Overland, which he purchased in 
Winnipeg in 1918. He drove it for twenty-six years, 
then converted it into a Bennett Buggy. Henry was a 
carpenter and painter by trade before becoming a 
farmer. His wife, Jane, assisted her friends and 
neighbors in the community as a mid-wife, and also 
sang in the Moline Church Choir. She also drove a four
horse team on the binder whenever necessary, and 
stacked sheaves during the harvest. 

In 1939, Henry and Jane moved off the farm into 
Rapid City and lived there until Henry's death in 
February, 1944. Jane moved to Minnedosa and resided 
there until her death in 1946. 

Robert Joseph attended school in Moline and helped 
his father on the farm until he married Mamie 
Hazelwood of Rapid City, in 1919. Joe and May began 
their life together on Bill Bollman's farm, Sec. 15-14-
20. They had four children: Bill, Alfred, Ophelia and 
Granville. They moved back to Henry's farm in 1939 
and lived there until 1949, when they moved into Bran
don. 

The happiest memories of the farm life of the 
Rourkes were the gatherings at the home with friends 
and neighbors for ball games, horse shoes and hockey. 
Willow branches were used as hockey sticks. The 
skating and hockey usually ended with a large bonfire 
by the slough in the evening. Family dances were also 
held in their home with local musicians, such as Jim
my Soldan, Jack Hunter, Bella Hazelwood, Ollie Greer 
and others. Bill Hazelwood was always available to 
call for the square dances. Joe's blacksmith shop was 
also a busy place. Here he sharpened plow-shares and 
cultivator shovels for several neighbors, as well as 
making several rod weeders and vans. He also made a 
sawing outfit for sawing wood, and he and his 
neighbors would get together and go from place to 
place to saw their winter's supply of wood. 

Joe and May retired to Vancouver in 1954, but due 
to illness they returned to Brandon in 1974, where Joe 
passed away in April, 1975. May still resides at Grand 
Valley Place, in Brandon. 

Bill Rourke married Emily (Beulah) Hinsburg, of 
Rapid City, in 1942, and took over the Bollman farm, 
Sec. 15-14-20 at that time. They continued to farm 
there until they moved to Brandon with their two 
daughters, Carol and Linda, in 1949. Carol married 
Dave Horwood of Brandon and they have one son. They 
live at Vancouver, B.C. Linda married Bill Attridge of 
Brandon, and they have one son. They live in Brandon. 

Alfred married Evelyn Nicholls of Wawanesa, in 
1949. They have two children: Wendy and AI, and now 
reside in Brandon. 

Ophelia married Tom Beardmore of England, in 
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1949, and they have three daughters; Barbara, Doris 
and Laura, all residing in Vancouver. 

Granville married Agnes Henderson of Minitonas, 
Man. in 1954. They have three children: Joseph, Barry, 
and Heather, and reside in Brandon. 

THE WESLEY ROUSELL F AMIL Y 
Wes and Eva Rousell and son Donald came to Rapid 

City in 1936. Wes succeeded W. Walker as Manitoba 
Telephone District Man. Both Wes and Eva took an ac
tive part in all community affairs. They were 
members of the Masonic and Eastern Star Lodges and 
of St. Thomas's Anglican Church. Wes was Mayor of 
Rapid City for a number of years. Don took his school
ing here and received his Doctor's Degree in Geology 
at the University of Manitoba. He and his wife reside 
at Sudbury, Ont. where Don is a professor at the 
Laurentian University. They have two children. 

Wes passed away in 1974. Eva moved to Winnipeg 
the following year and is employed with the Winnipeg 
Free Press. She does volunteer social work in her 
spare time. 

MICHEAL RUDNESKI 
Micheal Rudneski was born in Poland and came to 

Canada in 1913 by working his passage over on a cattle 
boat. He worked at various places before settling in 
Basswood in 1931, on the old Bloomer farm. In 1924 he 
married the former Jessie Kriskow and they had four 
children; Eliza, Stanley, Kazmiere and Edward. 
Jessie passed away in 1933. 

Micheal later married the former Apolonia 
Kowalick and they had two children; Steve and Mary. 
There are eighteen grandchildren. In 1946, the family 
purchased Section 27-14-20, the Frank Prout farm in 
the Moline district. 

Eliza is married to Edward Hrushovy and they 
have two children and live in Surrey, B.C. 

Stanley is married to Nettie Danyluk and they have 
two children and live in Toronto, Ontario. 

Kazmiere is married to Peggy Duncan and they 
have three daughters and farm in the Moline district. 

Edward is married to Ivy Tuttle. They have four 
children and farm in the Moline district on section 27-
14-20; formerly farmed by his father. 

Steve married Shirley McKay and they have three 
children and live in Virden. 

Mary is married to Jerry Dobroski and they have 
three children and live in Waskada. 

In 1953, Micheal and Apolonia retired to Rapid City 
were Mrs. Rudneski still resides. Micheal Rudneski 
passed away in March, 1976. 

MR. AND MRS. KAZMIERE RUDNESKI 
Kazmiere and Peggy Rudneski (nee Duncan) 

started farming in the Moline district on the farm 
located at SW27-14-20 in 1952. They farmed there until 
1957 when they purchased the farm at 12-14-21 from 
Mr. and Mrs. Carmen Duncan on which they reside at 
the present time. 

Kaz and Peg have three daughters, Patricia, 
Christine and Lori. 

Patricia attended Moline Elementary school and 



Rivers Collegiate. After high school she attended the 
University of Manitoba in Winnipeg and obtained her 
Bachelor of Home Economics. Upon completing 
further studies she graduated as a Registered Dieti
tian and is presently employed at the Misericordia 
Hospital in Winnipeg. Patricia married Leonard Witko 
and they live in Winnipeg. 

Christine also attended Moline Elementary School 
and Rivers Collegiate. She then went to Winnipeg and 
accepted employment as a bank teller. At this time in 
1977 Christine is Assistant Manager of a branch of the 
Toronto Dominion Bank of Winnipeg. Christine 
married Victor J. Kostenchuk and they live in Win
nipeg. 

Lori at this time is attending Rivers Collegiate and 
lives at home with her parents. 

Mrs. Peggy Rudneski has been employed by 
Hamiota Co-op Moline Branch as manager and post
mistress since 1968. 

SALER 
Louis Saler, son of the late Mathew and Johanna 

Saler, was raised in the Willow Grove district, in 
Saskatchewan Municipality, and farmed with his 
father until the spring of 1952, when he bought the 
former Harry Bayes farm in McBride district. 

In April of that same year, he married the former 
Elaine Knight of Oakner, Manitoba. 

In 1959 he bought a "cat" and formed "Saler's Land 
Clearing", doing custom work for local farmers. 

The family of three children - Richard, Randall 
and Joanne have been active in the United Church, 
curling, hockey, figure skating and baseball. Louis 
belongs to the Odd Fellows and Elaine to the 
Rebekahs, the Legion and for the past five years has 
been a 4H leader. 

Richard married Sheryl Simpson, daughter of Lois 
and Larry Simpson of Rapid City in 1976 and they re
side on the former Ernie Bayes farm in that area. 
Randall works and lives in Brandon and Joanne is 
attending Elton Collegiate. 

RICK AND SHERYL SALER 
Sheryl Simpson, daughter of Lois and Larry Simp

son, was born June 30th, 1957. She received her educa
tion in Rapid City and Elton Collegiate. She enjoyed 
swimming, figure skating and 4H. 

Rick Saler eldest son of Louis and Elaine Saler was 
born Sept. 16th, 1956. Rick took his education in Rapid 
City and Minnedosa. Rick and Sheryl were married in 
Rapid City United Church July 30th, 1976. They 
purchased the Ernie Bayes farm, four miles north of 
Rapid City, where they reside. Rick plays hockey, ball 
and curls during the winter. He is a member of the 
LO.O.F. Lodge and the Chamber of Commerce. 

Sheryl is presently employed at the Personal Care 
Home in Minnedosa, and they both take part in many 
community activities. 

THE SAMPLE SAGA 
Brussels, Huron County, Ontario, Canada, how 

remote that must have seemed to the three Sample 
brothers who journeyed there from Scotland in the 
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early 1800's. The cemetery in Brussels contains 
headstones bearing the family name. Descendents of 
these original hardy Scotsmen have carried the name 
across Canada and into the United States. 

One of these descendents, Thomas Sample came 
with his bride Isabella Robertson and their first child, 
a daughter, Mary Nimmo to Brandon in 1888. They had 
been married in Brussels in 1886. He was twenty-three 
and his bride from Seaforth, Ontario was twenty at the 
time of their marriage. Now two years later, they 
were embarking on this journey with other relatives in 
answer to the attractive tales of the great, new west. 
The young couple, with their one year old daughter, 
turned south from Brandon to try farming in what was 
called the Plum Creek area, near the present town of 
Souris. The other relatives continued into 
Saskatchewan. 

For the next nine years they pursued farming. 
Their family increased with the birth of a son, Thomas 
Clifton in 1889, a second son, John Cannon, in 1891, 
another daughter, Margaret Isabella in 1893 and two 
more sons, Alexander King, born in 1895 and James 
Augustus, 1897. But farming does not seem to have 
satisfied this family from "down east", for in 1900 
they began a trek north of Brandon to the site of the 
busy centre of Rapid City. 

When the Sample family arrived in Rapid City, the 
first bridge was being constructed over the Little 
Saskatchewan River. Much of the busy centre was 
located on the north side of the river. Thomas Sample 
obtained his first employment stoking the fires that 
kept burning over night for the bridge builders. Later 
he worked with a team and wagon collecting milk for 
Rapid City's Cheese Factory. From this he branched 
into general dray work, purchasing a dray and transfer 
business from Walter Budd. 

In September of 1909, Thomas Sample became Bulk 
Sales Agent for Imperial Oil on a commission basis. 
This association with the oil company was carried on 
by his son and later his grandson until 1970. Similarly, 
Rapid City and District were served by Sample's Dray
ing and later Sample's Transfer until 1974. Horses, 
cherished animals in the Sample family business, were 
augmented by trucks, with the purchase of the first 
Model T Ford in 1923. But horses continued to be used 
as late as the 1940's. Many local children "hitched" 
rides on Sample's horse drawn dray. One now grown to 
manhood even boasted of riding on a "rough box" 
which was being taken from the station to the down
town undertaking parlor. 

In the meantime three more children were added -
a kind of second family. They were Alice Jeanie, born 
in 1904, Duncan McLauchlin, 1907 and Ada Elizabeth in 
1909. By that time Thomas Sample Senior was being 
assisted in the business by his eldest son, Thomas Clif
ton. Before his retirement in 1934, Thomas Sample 
was awarded a 25 year diamond pin by Imperial Oil in 
recognition of long and faithful service. His story 
appeared in the Imperial Oil Review. After retire
ment, Mr. Sample, with his wife, lived for a brief time 
in Winnipeg and later in Brandon where he died in 1940. 
His wife Isabella survived him by seven years. Both 
rest in Rapid City Cemetery. 

Thomas Clifton, better known to his friends and co-



workers as Cliff, married Annie Barber of Forrest in 
1914. They had four sons and one daughter. The eldest 
son, Alex in his teens worked with his father in the 
trucking business which had been expanded to include 
service between Rapid City, Moline, Forrest, Brandon 
and Winnipeg. Another son, Clifford died at the age of 
three and one-half years in the scarlet fever epidemic 
of 1927. The other two sons, Thomas Morley and 
Kenneth Ross worked in the business unti11939. The 
older son Morley, had joined the Canadian army prior 
to the outbreak of hostilities. The younger son Ken 
joined up in 1940. Both were wounded in action, Morley 
in Normandy and Ken in Italy. Their father carried on 
his business despite the death in a truck accident of his 
eldest son and partner, Alex in September, 1941. The 
community remembers Alex as a great worker for the 
town and a great pianist. At the end of World War II, 
and after being discharged from Christie Street 
Hospital in Toronto, Ken joined the family business. 
Morley continued his army career in Canada, Ger
many and the Far East. After his retirement with the 
rank of Major in 1966, Morley took a position with the 
Ontario Education Department, working in the ap
prenticeship program. He continued in that work until 
his death in 1974. His widow, Ann lives in Barrie, On
tario, while their sons, Timothy and Andrew work in 
Ottawa and Toronto respectively. 

Other Sample family members also served their 
country proudly. Two sons of the first Rapid City fami
ly, Alex and Gus, served overseas in World War 1. 
Later Alex's selling jobs took him away from the 
hometown and down into United States where his sons 
now live. He was retired when he died in Winnipeg in 
1965. Gus worked in and then bought the general store 
in Rapid City which he operated with his wife, 
Margaret, until his death in 1943. His wife continued 
the operation of Sample's Store until 1961. Their 
daughter Joyce, a registered nurse, married William 
Miller of Justice and they reside on a farm there. 

Mary Nimmo Sample married Ernest Crane of 
Brandon and they lived in Saskatchewan until his 
death. Mrs. Crane then returned to Rapid City with her 
son Frank. Frank worked for Sample's Transfer, then 
served overseas with the Canadian forces. He and his 
wife, Margaret, reside in Thunder Bay where Frank 
works for the Department of Emmigration. His 
mother, Mae Crane, now in her ninetieth year, lives in 
a Senior Citizens suite there. 

John Cannon Sample became a general merchant in 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan where he lived until his 
death in 1962. His widow, Ella and other family 
members still live in the West. A son, Allan Sample 
served overseas in World War II. Margaret Sample the 
second daughter of Thomas and Isabella taught at 
Oakleigh School, south of Rapid City. Married to a Mr. 
Irwin, she lived in Burnaby, British Columbia until her 
death in 1977. Their only son, Hilary, was killed 
overseas on the final day of hostilities in Europe. 

The younger family members carried the family 
name equally far afield. Duncan (Mac) became a 
pharmacist and after working in Winnipeg drug stores, 
he established and successfully operated his own 
business in Nelson, British Columbia. Now retired, he 
lives with his wife Irene, in Burnaby near their two 
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sons. Both Alice and Ada became registered nurses. 
Ada married Percy Sigurdson of Brandon. From Bran
don they moved to Calgary, where they still live in 
retirement. Alice married a Mr. Gregg and went to 
live and work in Los Angeles, where she died in 1969. 
Her ashes are interred in Rapid City Cemetery. 

The Sample family were always actively involved 
in community and lodge work and served on many 
school and church boards. Their local businesses 
provided employment for many young men and 
women. Countless aspiring truck drivers learned 
behind the steering wheel of a Sample truck. Many 
young women clerked in Sample's store. It was with a 
feeling of regret that Kenneth Sample, who took over 
Sample'S Transfer from his father Cliff in 1967 (the 
latter received a gold watch from Imperial Oil in 
recognition of his long and faithful service) dissolved 
the family business in 1974. 

Ken Sample and his wife Kay live in Rapid City on 
the original property occupied by the first Sample 
family in Rapid City. Ken took employment with the 
Health of Animals Branch of the Federal Government 
in 1974 in Brandon. His wife Kay has been employed by 
the Rolling River School Division since 1964. Their 
oldest daughter, Lesley lives with her husband Kevin 
Weisshaar and their two daughters near Gilbert Plains 
and Kevin operates his own Plumbing and Heating 
business. Kathy, a psychiatric nurse, lives and works 
in Victoria, British Columbia. John, the oldest son is a 
Technician at C.F.B. in Winnipeg, where he lives with 
his wife Jean and their two daughters. Elizabeth lives 
in Vancouver. The two youngest, Jennifer and Joey are 
students. Cliff's widow Annie resides in the Legion 
Gardens Senior Citizens' home in Rapid City. Their 
daughter Valerie, with husband Stan Dabrowski and 
five children, lives in Calgary, Alberta. 

THE S. E. SEARLE FAMILY 
Mr. Stanely E. Searle was born July 9th, 1893 in 

Forrest, Ontario. He came west in 1912. Mrs. Searle 
(formerly Georgina 'Pearl' Anderson) was born in 
Winnipeg, November 9th, 1892. They were married in 
Winnipeg on July 23rd, 1913. Stan served overseas dur
ing the First World War with the 116th Regiment. In 
1921, they moved to Rapid City with their family, 
Florence, Stan (Bud) and Dorothy. Marion arid 
Clayton were born here. Stan worked for Mr. Dennis 
and son Arthur on their farm before starting with the 
Bridge Building Dept. of the C.P.R. He retired in 1958 
after serving 34 years with this company. 

The family moved to Brandon in 1930, accompanied 
by Mr. James Anderson who resided with his daughter 
after his wife's death. The young folk completed their 
education in Brandon. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Searle were members of the 
First Baptist Church. Mrs. Searle is still active in the 
Church. She is a life member of the Baptist Woman's 
Group, was on the C.G.LT. Board for thirty years and 
on the Y.W.C.A. Board for many years. 

Both sons served in the Second World War. Stan 
lives in Clayton, Ontario, Clayton lives in Minnedosa, 
Man., Mrs. H. (Flo) Barker in Regina, Sask., Mrs. S. 
(Marion) Wade in Brandon, Mrs. J. (Dorothy) Sheldon 
passed away in Brandon in 1968. 



There are 13 grandchildren, 20 great grandchildren 
and two great-great grandchildren. 

Mr. and Mrs. Searle celebrated their 60th Anniver
sary on July 23rd, 1973. Mr. Searle passed away in 
Brandon October 9th, 1977 at the age of 84. 

WILLIAM SHANKS 
William Shanks (1816-1901) was born in 

Lanarkshire, Scotland, son of James and Jane Pender 
Shanks. He married Ellen Lawson in 1848 in Ontario. 
Eleven children were born to them; James W., Ann, 
Jean, Mary, Margaret, Graham, John, Elizabeth, 
Robina, William and Thomas. 

In 1878 James W. and his cousin, "Short Jimmie" 
Shanks settled in the West, homesteading in the Little 
Saskatchewan Valley. They later staked claims on 19-
13-20, a quarter section and a quarter pre-emption 
each. 

Shanks family home, 1879. 

They built buildings of logs. The first winter they 
spent with Tobias Spearin. Early next spring James 
W. went to Winnipeg to meet his father William, 
sisters Jean, Mary and brother John. 

They seeded wheat by broadcasting from a bag 
carried by shoulder which yielded thirty bushels to the 
acre. In the fall they built a large house, thatched with 
marsh grass on James' homestead. The addition to the 
house was thatched with their own flax straw. These 
roofs were warm, comparatively waterproof, and 
they were held in place with blue clay, were also fire
proof. 

William's wife Ellen was preparing to come to 
Manitoba. She and her daughters made warm quilts, 
clothing, hooked rugs, preserved fruit and dried apples 
and pumpkins. Ellen, daughters Annie, Robina, Lizzie, 
Margaret and sons Will and Tom were met in Win
nipeg by husband William and son James W. They 
were driving a fine team of black horses and a new 
three-seater democrat. James W. took charge of the 
sheep, cattle and household effects they brought from 
Ontario. Annie, Will and Tom stayed with him and 
drove the stock ahead of the loaded wagons. Miss 
Eleanor Short accompanied Ellen to join her people on 
their homestead Silver Lake. 

This large family and relatives gave the communi-
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ty its first name "Shanks' Settlement". With the com
ing of the train in 1889 it was officially named Pet
tapiece. The Shank's home was a stopping place for 
travellers. Church services began there and mail was 
distributed from there. 

Ann and James W. never married but lived with 
their parents in a new house built at the turn of the 
century. Mary married George Kelly in 1881. They had 
nine children, John 1882-1911; William, 1884-1964; 
James 1886-1902; Bert 1888-1941; Ernest 1870-1976; 
Ellen, 1892-1906; Arthur, 1894-1966; Gertrude, (Prout) 
1897-1977; Alice, (Waines) 1899. 

Lizzie and Jean had a double wedding. Lizzie 
married Fred Haight of Oak River. They had seven 
children; Helen (deceased), James (deceased), Anna 
(deceased), John and Wilfred, Edmonton, Alberta. 

Jean married Samuel Grummett. They had four of 
a family now all deceased; William, Ellen (Mrs. W. A. 
Westwood) Rapid City, Rueben and Robina. 

John married Anne Graham and raised a family of 
four; Graham Lawson, Janette (Kite) (deceased), 
Pender (deceased) and Laura. 

Robina married Arthur Graham, brother of Anne. 
Maggie and husband Peter Kahler resided at 

Moline, Manitoba. 
Will married M. Birch after his return in 1903 from 

the Boer War in South Africa. They adopted a son 
William. 

Thomas and wife Maude of Ontario lived in a double 
house with his parents. They raised three sons; 
William Charles Alvin 1907; James Gordon 1910; 
Thomas Lome 1913. 

Alvin married Florence Elliott, Neepawa and 
raised two daughters, Norma and Anne. They reside in 
Grande Prairie, Alberta. 

SEBREE 
Mr. and Mrs. Glen E. Sebree and three children, 

Eileen and twins Margaret and John arrived from 
Antler, Saskatchewan and purchased the house where 
the Morley Cornish residence is now. Jim was born 
here. Our neighbor, Mrs. Woodhead was mid-wife and 
Dr. Mulvey, the attending physician. 

Mr. Glen Sebree and Jim 



Mrs. Sebree. 

Dad was a well driller and drilled many farm wells 
in the district. Just prior to his untimely death in 
November, 1939, he had put in successful wells at 
Camp Shilo and Anglo Oil (now the Gulf Station at the 
corner of 18th and Richmond in Brandon). He was 
elated, telling mother, "My God, Sophie, these jobs 
will be cash." Growing up in the depression, money 
was a commodity not many people had. However, 
farmers needed water and obviously Dad needed work. 
Many were the loads of wood and pieces of meat he'd 
bring home, in place of money. This was called "pay
ment in kind". Lucy, a notoriously stubborn holstein 
cow was obtained by this route. John and Jim bitterly 
resented, in Januarys vicious weather, taking her to 
the river and laboriously chopping a hole in the ice to 
give her a drink only to have her refuse! John often 
released his hostility by simply throwing the pail of 
water over her. 

Like all other community minded citizens, Mother 
worked for the church and Ladies Auxiliary during the 
war years. In fact, this was the hub of her social life. 
People visited in those days. We were in the depth of 
depression and a cup of tea, served with homemade 
bread and jam, all laced with hearty conversation was 
the principal entertainment. 

People concerned themselves with their neighbors 
plight. One family friend of Mothers had not only hard
times befall her, but a lenghty illness and they were 
forced to go on relief. Mother registered great 
despair, that, having spoken to the mayor to see if "a 
little tea couldn't be allowed in their ration of 
groceries", she was informed by the mayor that "no, 
tea was considered a luxury and not allowed." You can 
be sure that Mother shared ours. 

Having been in the undertaking business in his 
native Wichita, Kansas, Dad was often privileged in 
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Mr. Glen Sebree 

the depression, to offer his skills to a bereaved family. 
To have an undertaker travel from Brandon was quite 
an expense to a family. 

All kids had chores to do, and many, like us, con
tributed to the family's cash flow by doing errands, 
cleaning house or splitting wood for our more affluent 
neighbors. For a full days work, one could bring home 
perhaps a dollar. (In 1936 five pounds of butter cost 
ninety five cents.) Beside chores, our time was filled 
with the river as a playground. We never heard of 
swimming or skating lessons. A bigger girl or boy held 
you up by your bathing suit straps, and cupping th~ir 
hands under your chin, in no time you were dog pad
dling, and let go on your own. The kids were all too 
aware of what the alternative to swimming was, so we 
swam! Then, we had imports like Dr. Gilhuly, who 
did the crawl so beautifully that out of sheer adoration, 
we mimicked his style. The experience probably, un
wittingly, taught us a lot about tenacity and the battle 
for survival. 

John trained as a cream grader prior to joining the 
RC.A.F. as a Wireless Air Gunner. He served in 
England and India with the RA.F., returning home in 
April, 1945 as a Flying Officer. He then worked for the 
C.P.R as a telegrapher for many years. He was Sta
tion Master at Churchbridge, Saskatchewan. By 
choice, he and his wife (formerly Eva Abrahamson of 
Moosomin) went in the hotel business and are now at 
Lloydminster, Alberta where they operate the Travel 
Lodge, assisted by their son Greg and wife Val and 
other son Morley and wife Lynn. Morley and Lynn 
have three children. John and Eva's daughter, Sandra 
works in a professional capacity with the Retarded 
people at Deer Home in Red Deer, Alberta. Colleen is 
at home in her last year of high school. John and Eva's 
first born child, Glen, died at age fourteen months in 



1949. At that time John was with the C.P.R. at 
Minnedosa. 

Jim worked for twenty five years as an undertaker 
until ill health forced him to change jobs. He now lives 
in Lloydminster, Sask., where he works for Nelson 
Homes. Jim and Donna (the former Donna Watts of 
Winnipeg) have three children. Jerry of Thunder Bay, 
Ron at home and Debbie and her infant son Steven 
Donald. Their second son, James Donald, age twenty
two was killed in a car accident 1976 at Ignace, Ont. 

Eileen (Mrs. Russ Mowbray) resides in Beuna 
Park, California. In later life she went back to school 
and obtained her R.N. She is now retired from 
nursing. Eileen and Russ's daughter, Joy, lives close 
by in Anaheim, California with her husband Bob (Ells) 
and two grown children Cindy and Glen. 

Margaret took a business course in Winnipeg and 
worked for her room and board for the late Dr. and 
Mrs. Gilhuly. She later stayed with Eileen. On comple
tion of her course she worked in the local creamery of
fice when it was owned by T. Eaton Co. and later by 
Canada Packers. She married Don Graham and she 
and Don maintain a home ten miles from Rapid City 
on No. 10 highway. Margaret and Don now have two 
children, John, who lives with them and their 
daughter, Donna (Mrs. Wayne Gurr of Brandon) who 
has four children, Kim, Brad, Tanis and Tara. Their 
youngest son, Bill, age fifteen, was killed in a truck
bicycle accident in Brandon, May, 1965. 

One other member of our family very dear to all of 
us was Uncle Jim, Mother's bachelor brother, James 
Croskeryof Winnipeg. He used to spend every Christ
mas with us and as he had steady employment as 
shipper with the C.P.R. and a big Irish heart, he used 
to impress we kids greatly with his generous presents 
of an Eaton Beauty doll or a wagon. Uncle spent his 
last year, as an invalid, at Don and Margaret's home in 
Brandon. He died in 1957 at the age of eighty and is in
terred in the soldier's plot in Brandon cemetery. 

Mother died in July, 1955. She and Dad are interred 
in Rapid City cemetery. 

JAMES GORDON SHANKS 
Gordon married Myrtle Stratford 1936. They lived 

with his parents until his father, Thomas, died in 1945 
and his mother, Maude, moved to Brandon. The old 
home was then dismantled and rebuilt near the 
original site of the log house. Some stones of the first 
flower beds are still in place. Gordon and Myrtle 
retired to Rivers in 1973. They raised a family of five; 

Gerald Gordon, 1937, married Delcie Haslen, Rapid 
City in 1959 and have two daughters; Tracy 1967 and 
Jacalyn 1969. They live on the former George Kite's 
farm. 

MarUynne, 1940, married Robert Hopley, Oak 
River in 1964, and have four children; Leanne 1965, 
Allen 1966, Glen 1969 and Susan 1970. 

Mavis, 1943, married Duane Christianson in 1971 
and reside at Fort St. John, British Columbia. They 
have two children; Todd 1972 and Jana Lee 1975. 

John Thomas married Gail Hutchings of Hamiota 
1972. They live in Winnipeg with one son Ryan, 1977. 

Kathleen Myrtle, 1952; teaches Home Economics 
at Fox Creek, Alberta. 
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JAMES "SHORT JIMMY" SHANKS 
'Short Jimmy' was born in Sterlingshire, Scotland 

in 1845. He was the first one of his family to venture 
into prairie life and settled in the Pettapiece district. 
He homesteaded the southeast quarter of 19-13-20 close 
to his cousin James W. Shanks and Tob. Spearin. He 
was a bachelor and passed away in 1912 with burial in 
the Petta piece Cemetery. 

THOMAS SHANKS 
Thomas, only brother of 'Short Jimmy' was born in 

Scotland 1843. He came to Canada as a young man, met 
and married Margaret Tingle of Scarboro, Ontario. 
They had two sons and one daughter; John, Robert and 
Nellie. Thomas was mild mannered and believed 
"honesty is the best policy." Margaret, quiet and very 
neat, believed "there should be a place for everything 
and everything in its place." 

They were just existing on their farm in Ontario, so 
in 1904 pulled up stakes and moved to the Pettapiece 
district to the 'Moore "Place', southwest quarter 
of 2-13-20. In a few years they retired to their son 
John's farm in a cottage built for them. Thomas died 
1916 and Margaret 1920. They are buried in Petta piece 
Cemetery. 

JOHN T. SHANKS 
John Shanks, later known as John T. or J. T., eldest 

son of Thomas and Margaret, came to Petta piece in 

Mr. J. T. Shanks. 



Mrs. J. T. Shanks. 

1901 before his parents. He worked with his cousin 
John Shanks on the farm and also with buying grain at 
Pettapiece. After his parents came he acquired his 
own land the west half of 31-13-20 and built buildings. 
He went East in 1906 and married Ida Wrigglesworth 
of Ashgrove, Ontario. They resided on their farm at 
Pettapiece and were active as choir leader and 
organist in the church. He played the violin, sacred 
and old-time music. He was Secretary-Treasurer and 
on the session of the United Church for many years. 
Ida taught Sunday school, had a Bible Class and was 
active in the Ladies Aid and Missionary Society. Never 
too strong, she passed away 1938 in her sixty-sixth 
year. John was District Deputy of the Masonic Lodge, 
Rapid City and member of the I.O.O.F. and C.O.F. 
lodges. 

He sold his farm to Jacob Fast in 1942 and retired to 
live with his daughter in Brandon until his death in 
1945. He was buried in the family plot at Pettapiece. 

The couple had one daughter, Marian Ruth born 
1912. She was graduated in nursing from Winnipeg 
General Hospital, Winnipeg. In 1961 she married Kelly 
Collins and they reside in Brandon. 

NELLIE (SHANKS) BROWN 
Nellie Shanks married Albert Brown of 

Georgetown, Ontario. They farmed in the East and 
had two children, Francis and Helen. Nellie died when 
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Helen was seventeen days old. Frank and his wife 
Pearl have a family of three and reside in Ontario. 
Helen married Alistair Cameron and have two sons. 
They live at Belleville, Ontario. 

ROBERT SHANKS 
Robert, youngest son of Thomas and Margaret, was 

born 1886. He took over the farm when his father 
retired but gave it up to work at Newdale. When he 
returned from World War I he married Norma Hazel 
Johnson. They had two sons, Rae and Jack. They 
moved to Brandon in 1929 and he did carpenter work. 
He died suddenly in 1952 while working alone in an un
finished house. Mrs. Shanks died in 1974 and they are 
both buried in the family plot at Pettapiece. 

Rae and wife, Olive Moore of Brandon, live in Scar
boro, Ontario and have a family of three. 

Pilot Officer Jack Shanks lost his life on 
operational duty over Holland in 1944 at the age of 
eighteen years. 

ARTHUR SHARP FAMILY 
Arthur Yool Sharp was born in Anstruther, Scotland 

in 1882, (one of thirteen children). He lived in Edin
burgh before coming to Canada at the age of sixteen. 
He worked on farms in the Moline district before 
enlisting. After his marriage he farmed in the 
Carberry and Roseneath district and later resided in 
Rapid City until his death in 1967. 

In 1917 he married Pansy Valentine Black, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Black. Pansy was 
born in Waubashene, Ontario, and came to the 
Roseneath district with her family in early childhood. 
She now resides in Thunder Bay, Ontario. 

Pansy and Arthur had four children; Robert, 
Isabelle, John and Yool. Robert married Patricia 
Burns of Brandon and they have one son, Robert. Bob 
and Pat now reside in Brandon. 

Isabelle married Kenneth Bradshaw of Minnedosa 
and they reside in Thunder Bay, Ontario. They have 
two children, Mary Joan and David. Mary Joan 
married Bill Buie of Thunder Bay and they have two 
children, Jody Lyn and Laurie Ann. David married 
Wendy Welch of Thunder Bay and they also reside 
there. 

John married Pearl Lucas of London, England and 
they reside in Newport Beach, California. They have 
three children, Ronald, Lynda, and Dannie. Ronald 
married Lona Beckner of Minneapolis, Minnesota and 
they reside in Idaho. 

Yool married Sheila Argo of Rapid City, Manitoba 
and they and their three children, Bonnie Lee, Glenn 
and Douglas reside in ottawa, Ontario. 

DONALD E. SHARPE F AMIL Y 
I was born in Minnedosa April 2nd, 1918, my 

parents, Manfred and Agda (Larson) Sharpe farmed in 
the Hazelwood District near Minnedosa. My wife, Vi
vian, was born in Newdale, August 31st, 1921. Her 
parents, Wilfred and Alice (Murray) Coutts lived in 
Newdale and later moved to the Roseneath District. 
We were married in Newdale, October 19th, 1943 and 
farmed in the Hazelwood District until 1948. Having 



purchased land from the late Harry Fulcher in 1948, 
we moved to Rapid City where we built a home and 
raised a family of four. In 1970 I purchased the "Old 
RaIson Farm" from Walter Fawbert. 

Sharon, our oldest was born December 25th, 1944 at 
Minnedosa. She was educated in Tremaine and Rapid 
City Schools. Upon leaving school she was employed at 
Woolworth's "in Brandon until her marriage to Gerald 
Kemp in 1963. They reside in Brandon where Gerry is a 
City firefighter. They have two children - Brian, born 
in 1964 and Donna, born in 1966. As well as being active 
in school, Brian and Donna belong to the Brandon 
Figure Skating Club and in January 1977, they were 
Manitoba's Gold Medalists in Pre-Juvenile Dance. 
Sharon and Gerry are active in community affairs and 
are sport enthusiasts. 

Elwin, our eldest son, was born April 4th, 1951 and 
was educated in Tremaine, Rapid City and Rivers. On 
leaving school, Elwin went into dairying with us. In 
1973 Elwin purchased the Jack Hales farm. Elwin is an 
animal lover, likes all sports and participates in curl
ing and baseball. He is a member of the Wildlife 
Association, Legion, Agriculture Society, LO.O.F., 
Encampment and Canton Lodges. 

Robert, our younger son was born November 6th, 
1953, received his education in Rapid City and Elton 
Collegiate. Completing his education, Robert was 
employed in Brandon and joined the Militia. Later, he 
moved to Calgary where he was employed by Pruden
tial Steel Co. He married the former Lois Hamer of 
Douglas in 1974. In 1976, they and their young son, 
Michael moved back to Rapid City and to our farm 
where he is engaged in dairying. He returned to 
Militia, has been promoted to Sergeant and is a driving 
instructor. Robert is a member of the legion in Rapid 
City and is interested in all sport. 

Norma, our youngest was born September 26th, 
1957. She received her education in Rapid City and 
Elton Collegiate. Norma was one of the original 
members of the Rapid City Figure Skating Club. 
Later, she joined the Brandon Figure Skating Club 
where she competed for several years in Manitoba 
Free Skating Championships. She taught at the 
National level. Norma was employed at the Brandon 
Mental Health Centre as a Nursing Assistant for two 
years. In April 1976 she was married to Douglas White 
of Forrest. Doug is employed by Carberry Transfer 
and Norma is employed at Brandon Mental Health 
Employees Credit Union. 

We enjoy our family and are fortunate in having 
them close by. I am involved in dairy administration 
and am a Director of the Manitoba Milk Producers 
Cooperative Association. For three years, I was a 
Director of Dairy Farmers of Canada and was a 
member of the Manitoba Milk Producers Marketing 
Board. I am a Past President of the Rapid City Legion, 
Past Noble Grand of Rapid City L.O.O.F. and Past 
Captain of Manitoba Canton No.2. 

Vivian has been employed as a switchboard 
operator at the Brandon Mental Health Center since 
1971, has been involved with Rapid City Figure Skating 
Club, Legion Auxilliary, U.C.W. She is a Past Noble 
Grand of Deborah Rebekah Lodge and had the honor of 
being the first President of the Ladies' Auxilliary 
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Patriach's Militant Manitoba Canton No.2 instituted 
in Rapid City November, 1974. 

WILLIAM SHERRITT 
Mr. and Mrs. William Sherr itt came to Rapid City 

in 1879. Their son William John was born in Ontario in 
November 1878. Their second son Albert was born in 
Rapid City in 1880. In 1882 the family moved to the 
county of Russell, Manitoba where six more children 
were born James, Agnes, Wallace, Lillian, Earl and 
Norman. 

William John went farming at Foxwarren, 
Manitoba. They had two daughters, Mrs. Oral Pizzey 
of Foxwarren and Mrs. Aria Redmond of Birtle. On his 
retirement he moved into the town of Foxwarren and 
lived by himself until he reached the age of 94 years. 
At this time he went to live with his daughter Mrs. 
Pizzey. In this year of 1977 he now is cared for by his 
niece Mrs. Frank Stainer at Birtle where on Oct. 9 he 
celebrated his 99th birthday. 

Albert moved to Langley B.C. in 1912 where he 
became a contractor and builder. He built the first 
hospital in Langley. When Albert wanted his birth cer
tificate he wrote to Rapid City and was told the town 
office had burned down and all papers were lost. 

James was born in Russell. 
Agnes Jamison Sherritt was born in the county of 

Russell in 1886. She attended Boyle school in the coun
ty where Mr. James Mulvey was her teacher while he 
was studying to become a doctor. He later came to 
Rapid City to practise his profession. Agnes reports on 
one occasion Mr. Mulvey told her quote "If it hadn't 
been for my heart and tongue I would have been dead 
long ago." - and here I am now at 91 years! In 1909 
Agnes married William Robert Hotham and moved to 
his farm in Moline. 

Wallace was the fifth child also born in Russell. 
He joined the armed forces in the first World War and 
was killed overseas. 

Lillian married Edward Gibbs and moved to 
Regina. 

Earl Sherritt was another son. 
Norman the youngest in the family joined the 

army in the first World War and was killed overseas. 

FRED SHORT 
Fred Short and his wife Emma, nee Emma 

Graham, lived in Rapid City on Lot 3. He was born in 
Russeldale, Perth County, Ontario in 1863 and came 
with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. L. W. H. Short and his 
younger brothers and sisters to Manitoba in 1878. His 
parents, hearing glowing reports of the Northwest 
Territories, travelled to Winnipeg by the Red River 
and from Winnipeg to their homestead SW 25-13-21 150 
miles away, by two Red River Carts and a covered 
wagon. Fred, then fifteen years old, rode a shaganapee 
pony ahead of the vehicles so that he could test the 
depth of the water in the swollen creeks and ravines, 
as this was during early Spring. It took this family 
twelve days to go from Winnipeg to their new home, 
bumping along on rutted trails to the tune of squealing 
wheels. The younger children were Ted, Carrie, 
Richard, George and Lucy - only two years old. Their 



Mr. and Mrs. Fred Short. 

staple food was cured pork, bannock, molasses and 
green tea. At their destination at last they pitched a 
tent and lived there all summer, while the father, Fred 
and Ted built a two storey house of logs. These logs 
had to be hauled from the Riding Mountains. The farm 
was named Silver Lake because of the slough that at
tracted Mr. Short to that particular area. Later, Fred 
himself had a homestead just west of Silver Lake. This 
was when he married Emma Graham, who was a 
daughter of another early homesteader from Ontario. 
The couple had one adopted child, Gertrude. They 
retired in Rapid City and later moved to Vancouver to 
be near Fred's aging mother. Fred and Emma both 
died in Vancouver. 

Eleanora, the eldest daughter of Mr. L. W. H. Short 
and Eliza (nee Gill) of Russeldale, Perth County, On
tario was born in 1865. The family immigrated to 
Manitoba in the Fall of 1878 but Eleanora remained 
with her aunt and uncle to complete public school. In 
September, 1880 she left with Mrs. Shanks and 
daughters for the west to join her family. In Winnipeg 
they barricaded the door of their hotel room with fur
niture, so nervous were they, of the men of the "Wild 
West". Mr. Shanks met them and they drove in style in 
a three-seated democrat drawn by a team of black 
horses. The trail took them through marshy areas. 
Streams had to be forded. On one occasion when cross
ing a river, one of the girls screamed "Oh, we'll all be 
drowned" to which Eleanora replied between tightly 
closed teeth "yes, but let us be quiet about it." After 
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Eleanora Short. 

three days of travelling she was once more with her 
family. 

Eleanora, small of stature, was her mother's main 
help in raising a family of eight in this pioneer land, 
without the aid of modern conveniences. When she was 
thirty, she declared it was the last time she would 
whitewash the kitchen. She was going back to school. 
Eleanora enrolled in Brandon Collegiate and in 1895 
received a third-class teaching certificate. She taught 
in a number of rural schools until ill health forced ear
ly retirement. She kept house for her brother Richard 
and eventually retired to the "City" to which she 
always referred to Rapid City. She lived in the house 
formerly owned by her brother, Fred on the corner of 
2nd Street and 4th Avenue. She attended the United 
Church faithfully and was a life member of the W.M.S. 
She later lived in Brandon for a few years. Her last 
days were spent with her niece, Mrs. Muriel 
Westwood, back on the old homestead at Silver Lake. 
She died in 1957 in her 92nd year. 

Richard or Dick, as he was called, was born in 
Russeldale, Perth County, Ontario in 1872, third son 
of L. W. H. Short and Eliza (nee Gill). He was only six 
when he left Ontario with the family of six other 
children in October, 1878. He was old enough to 
remember the long trip by ox-cart across the prairie 
and especially recalled the green tea made from 
slough water. They settled on SW 25-13-21 which his 
father named Silver Lake. 



Mr. Richard Short. 

Dick and George, his young brother of four, were 
expected to herd the stock that they had which was no 
small feat, with fenceless pastures and few bluffs for 
shelter. There was no school yet. Medina, was built six 
years later, so their schoolroom was the world of 
nature. He went to high school in Brandon, got his 
Grade Eleven and a teacher's certificate. He taught in 
Moline, George Underhill being one of his pupils. 

Teaching, however, lost its appeal for him and after 
a number of months, he left the profession and took up 
farming as a lifelong occupation. He operated the old 
homestead at Silver Lake and later bought Mr. G. 
Grummett's farm, Sec. 30-13-20. His sister Caroline, 
who had taught in Tremaine School and now retired, 
lived with him for a number of years. He was a good 
community man and was in favour of any thing that 
benefitted it. He was a director of Moline Co-op for a 
number of years and was a Pool Elevator supporter. 
He sold his farm to Wm. Hornibrook in 1945 and retired 
to Rapid City in the house on 5th Avenue and 7th 
Street. He had enjoyed farming and when he could no 
longer farm himself, he bought land and equipped it. 
He then sold to people who had no capital and needed a 
start in farming. They paid by sharing the revenue 
from the farm. 

Dick Short died at ninety-one years of age and was 
buried in Pettapiece cemetery. 

GARNET FRANKLIN (FRANK) SHUTTLEWORTH 
- contributed by Reita McFaddin and Norma 
Sutherland 

Our father, Frank Shuttleworth, was born at 
Minnedosa, Man. in 1895, son of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Clark Shuttleworth. Our mother, Charlotte Elizabeth 
Gash was also born at Minnedosa in 1894, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas East Gash. 

Mother and Dad were married in St. Marks United 
Church in Minnedosa on July 31st, 1918. 

After Father was discharged from the army in 1918, 
they farmed SE 31-13-17, where four children were 
born to them. After ten years of low prices for both 
cattle and grain, Dad decided to leave the farm and 
took employment with the Good Roads at Rapid City. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Frank Shuttelworth. 

In July 1928 our parents moved to the Tremaine dis
trict, where another son and a daughter were born. 

Dad maintained a gravel road with four horses and 
a grader, three miles east and four miles south of the 
new No. 10 highway and three miles west of No. 27 
highway, until approximately 1939, when No. 10 
highway was paved. At this time we moved to Rapid 
City to live, as Dad then maintained east and north of 
town until roads were improved, he was then 
promoted to Foreman of Maintenance. He spent over 
thirty years in this employment. 

Dad was a member of the I.O.O.F. Lodge and en
joyed playing his violin. Through the years he played 
for z:nany dances in and around the district. 

Mother was a member of the Legion Auxiliary, the 
United Church Women, and being a seamstress by 
trade, she did considerable sewing for the Red Cross 
and also made most of our clothes. 

Ila married Stanley Neilsen; they have a family of 
five and reside in Rivers, Manitoba. 

Reita married Donald McFaddin; they have a fami
ly of three and live on the farm at Rapid City. 

Eva married Roy Brownell, have a family of two 
and live in South Slocan, B.C. 



Edward married Ruth Madden, have a family of 
two and reside in Rivers, Manitoba. 

Earl passed away in 1955. He was not married. 
Norma married Ben Sutherland; they have no fami

ly and they reside in Brandon, Manitoba. 
Dad passed away in July 1965 and Mother in 

December 1956. Both are laid to rest in Rosewood 
Memorial Gardens. 

WILLIAM SIBBALD 
Our grandparents William and Charlotte Sibbald 

came to this part of Manitoba in 1878. They brought 
with them eleven of a family the boys were James, 
Tom, Harry, Jack, William and Malcolm. The girls 
were Elizabeth, Mary, Clara, Kathrine and Helen. 
They took up homesteads east of Rapid City on sec
tions 22-13-19 and 23-13-19. Prior to settling here they 
travelled as far north as Dauphin looking for suitable 
land, but at that time the land around Dauphin was 
mostly under water and they decided that you would 
have to be a good swimmer to homestead there. 

Jack Sibbald and his brother-in-law Robert Kerr 
opened a grocery store and butcher shop in Rapid City 
in 1887 and in the same year Mr. and Mrs. Sibbald 
moved to Rapid City. They had a new house built on 
second avenue and lived there for many years. Their 
son Jack later moved to Winnipeg where he married 
Ellen Richardson. They raised a family of five boys 
and one girl. 

James, the eldest son moved to Vancouver where 
he and his wife lived for many years. They had a fami
ly of three daughters and one son. Their daughter Dol
ly won the Governor General's medal for modern 
language in 1904 .. 

Harry the th~rd son farmed east of Rapid City but 
died while a young man. 

Thomas Sib bald then living east of Rapid City in 
1894 lost two little children with the measles, both dy
ing within an hour of each other. Later he left the farm 
and moved near Stonewall where he took up ranching. 
They raised five girls and one boy. Their son was killed 
in the war of 1914-1918. 

William, the second youngest son obtained land at 
Alexander, where he married Christina Inglis Brown. 
They had three sons and one daughter. This farm is 
still owned and operated by Bill Sibbald, a great
grandson of William and Charlotte Sibbald. 

In 1902 Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Sibbald celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary at the home of their eldest 
daughter Elizabeth. Elizabeth was the first white girl 
to marry at Rapid City and she married Rev. Sam 
Polson. They lived in Winnipeg, on the avenue now 
known as Polson Avenue. The family later moved to 
the west coast and there were two daughters and three 
sons. 

Mary, the second daughter became Mrs. Matt 
Garrett. They lived at Enderby, British Columbia and 
had two sons and two daughters. 

Kathrine" the third girl married Charlie Moore. 
They lived in Brandon, then moved to British Colum
bia. They had a family of three boys and four girls. 

Clara Sibbald married Robert Kerr who had 
operated the store in Rapid City, then moved to Bran-
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don. They had one daughter and two sons. Margaret, 
Clara's twin sister had died at a very young age. 

Helen, the youngest of the family married John 
Mutter who had worked in the stores of Rapid City. 
John and his brother opened Mutter's Store in Brandon 
(only recently closed) Helen and John Mutter had two 
boys and two girls. 

MALCOLM SIBBALD 
Malcolm Sibbald was my Dad. When he was only 8 

years old he used to help his brother Jim, freight, 
bringing supplies from Portage La Prairie. He drove a 
team of horses and wagon behind Jim. The trips used 
to take three or four days. One very windy cold night 
they decided to take shelter in an old empty store. 
However, the wind was so high it made the store creak 
and Dad was unable to sleep, he told Uncle Jim that he 
was sure the store would blow down. Uncle Jim was 
rather short tempered and he said, "If you can't sleep, 
and you won't let me sleep, we might as well get 
going." After they had gone a few miles Uncle Jim felt 
sorry he had been so cross and he went back to Dad's 
wagon to talk to him. Dad said, "Did you hear that 
terrible noise?" His brother admitted he hadn't. (He 
was quite deaf). "I suppose it was the old store 
falling?" said Dad. On their way home, much to 
Uncle's Jim surprise, they found the old store was flat 
and he told Dad that he had saved their lives. 

My Dad, Malcolm, married Jessie Elizabeth Brown 
on January 31, 1893 at Carberry, Manitoba. The first 
years of their marriage was spent at Warren, Ontario, 
where Dad worked in a sawmill. Their son, William, 
was born and he died at age 6 months during an 
epidemic which took the lives of many babies. My 
parents returned to Rapid City and took over Grandpa 
and Uncle Harry's homestead, which gave Dad a half 
section of land, the east half of 23-13-19. It was here the 
rest of our family was born. John still lives on the 
home place. 

Dad was a great sport in his early days and every 
year on his hunting trip to the Riding Mountain, he got 
his deer. Mr. Cottingham, who had a leather and 
harness shop in Rapid City, was always included in the 
party along with my Dad, brother Shirl and Norman 
Bracewell. While there they lived in a tent, and Dad's 
good friend, Even Bird from the Indian Reserve, acted 
as guide. Sometimes the hunting party spent the first 
night of their trip at the guide's home. Dad always 
took gifts for the guide's wife and children. 

Dad was a great person for going to shooting 
matches, and there were a lot of them in those days. 
He usually came home with a good share of turkeys, 
ducks and geese. One time he got an old sheep which 
we had for many years as a pet. 

Dad lived on the same farm until his 88th year, then 
he bought a small house in Rivers where he lived until 
he was involved in a car accident in July, 1963. He died 
in Brandon Hospital on August 6th at the age of 91 
years and 5 months. 

We all attended school at Tremaine until they 
closed the school for the winter. When we grew older 
we used to move to Rapid City, to attend school in 
winter. Dad was an ardent curler and twice he won the 



Jewellery Event. Mother worked very hard, she made 
most of the clothing for her children, and some of the 
quilts she made are still in use today. She had plenty of 
cooking to do for a family of eight, one or two hired 
men, and our Grandfather, who was in his seventies. 
Mrs. John Morgan, our mother's aunt, also lived with 
us for years. Mrs. Morgan was 95 years and 6 months 
of age when she died. 

Mother used to bake bread, using 100 lbs of flour 
every ten days, with twelve sitting down to meals and 
school lunches for 5 children, the baking soon dis
appeared. Mother would do 200 quarts of fruit as well 
as gallons of pickles and canned vegetables. Most of 
the fruit was picked from wild bushes, and lovely 
cranberry jelly was made from the cranberries we 
used to pick along the Little Saskatchewan River. We 
would take the horse and buggy to go picking berries. 

There was always beef killed for the winter, along 
with pigs and chickens. If there was any meat left in 
the spring it had to be canned as there were no 
refrigerators. So the jars that had been used for the 
fruit for the winter, would be filled with meat for the 
summer. Pork was put in a brine in a wooden barrel. 
Life was hard in those days, but it was rewarding. 

We all went to church on Sunday and we had many 
visitors, sometimes there would be twenty sitting 
down for supper. Mother belonged to a church group 
and we girls joined as soon as we were old enough. In 
those days it was called Ladies' Aid, now it is the 
United Church Women. 

Dad once got three ivory billiard balls at a sale, and 
during the winter he made a billiard or pool table. We 
had lots of company then in the evenings to play pool 
and of course we children had to go to bed, which we 
didn't like very much. 

William Shirl, the eldest of our family, never 
married. He stayed on the farm with Mother and Dad, 
running the home farm plus a half section of his own, 
with the help of Dad, a hired man and the younger 
boys. Shirl served in the First World War, leaving 
Brandon in July, 1917, and returning in July, 1919. He 
continued to farm until his death in 1947, at age fifty. 

Charles and Christina Sibbald Fischer - I, 
Christina Inglis (Tot) was the next eldest born 
February 24, 1898. On September 18, 1918, I married 
Charles J. Fischer. Charlie came from Bedford, 
England in 1912. He was a gymnasium instructor at 
Tremaine School just after the school was built. Near
ly everyone in the district turned out every Tuesday 
and Thursday to go through the exercises. Charlie put 
on his last display for a group of Boy Scouts in Rapid 
City when he was 60 years old, and he could still do the 
exercises quite well. 

We have a family of two girls and four boys. 
Cameron, the eldest, was born August, 20, 1922, and 
now lives in Calgary. He took his schooling at 
Roseneath School and went overseas in April, 1942, 
returning home in November, 1945. Cam married 
Irene McLaughlin of Moore Park in 1947, and they 
have one daughter, Carol Diane Burtnik. Carol has two 
daughters and two sons, and also lives in Calgary. Two 
of our children died, Malcolm Lewis at 6 years old and 
baby Joyce at twenty days. 

Douglas, our next eldest, was born April 20, 1926. 
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He married Eleanor Alquire from Ashville, Man., a 
former Tremaine school teacher in Dauphin, Man., Ju
ly, 1953. Their children, Gary James born July, 1957, 
Gordon Allen born October, 1958, Donna Maureen in 
May, 1962 and Neil Douglas Charles in August, 1968. 

Charlotte Helen Elizabeth was born in November, 
1929, and she took her schooling at Roseneath and 
Rapid City. She worked in the Royal Bank at Russell 
for two years and three years at the Minnedosa Bank. 
Helen married William Russell Watson of Strathclair, 
Man., on October 29,1955 at Hunterville Church. Their 
children, Betty Jean, born in September, 1958, Patricia 
Marie in November, 1959 and Scott Russell born 
September, 1962. Helen and Bill farm south of 
Strathclair. 

Robert Charles, our youngest child,was born in 
April, 1937, and he received his education at Roseneath 
and Minnedosa. Bob married Shirley Bercier of 
Elphinstone, at St. Marks Anglican Church in 
Minnedosa. They live in Calgary and their children 
are: Terry Robert, born February, 1957, Peggy Sue 
born December, 1957, Kimberly Gail, in January, 1959, 
Wendy Leigh born September 1960, Brenda Lynn in 
November 1961, and Darlene Denise was born October, 
1963. 

My husband Charlie and I lived in the Roseneath 
District for years, we then moved to Rapid City and 
we are now living in a suite in the Legion Gardens. 

Elizabeth (Bess) was the next child in the Malcolm 
Sibbald family and she married Arthur Watson Wilson. 
Their history appears under the Arthur Wilson family. 

Helen Margaret (Nellie) the third girl, never 
married. She taught for 2 years at Daly, near 
Wheatland, Man. She was teaching at Tremaine school 
when one day on her way home, she was struck by a 
car. She died two days later on November 7, 1929. 

Charlotte May (Lot) Sibbald was born May 19, 1909, 
and married George Donald Grant on February 15, 
1933. They live east of Rapid City on their farm section 
13-13-19. Lottie and George Grant had a family of one 
boy and four girls. The first girl was Donna Christina, 
born December 28,1933. Donna married Robert Bruce 
Machovic of Calgary in 1958. They have two children 
Anita Mae, born March 7, 1961 and Darcy Bruce was 
born May 26, 1963. Donna's husband passed away in 
1973. The next child was also a girl, named Joyce 
Elizabeth, who died at 61f2 months. 

William George (Bill) was born in 1938 and he 
married Yvonne Brodie of Brandon in 1969. They have 
a daughter Brenda, born September 2, 1969, and Gor
don was born February 9, 1972. They live on the farm 
of section 18-13-18. 

Beverly Grace was born April 6, 1944 and she 
married Terry Le Blanc on October 14, 1972. Bevand 
Terry have twin girls born December 5, 1976. Their 
names are Jennifer Lynne and Janine Louise. They 
live in Rapid City. 

Monica Shirley, the youngest child was born May 
20,1952. Shirley married Dwight Leader on September 
23, 1972 and they live on the farm 18-13-18, 

Malcolm Mulvey (Mack) was born September 20, 
1910, and he married Grace Trott on June 18, 1941. 
They have a family of three girls: Myrna Rose, their 
eldest daughter, married Kenneth Bayes February 15, 



1964. (Their history under Kenneth Bayes family). 
Marilyn Elizabeth, was a lab technician in Roblin, 
Man.) for a number of years. She married Harvey 
Simpson on October 26, 1968. Their son Marc, was born 
in 1969 and the daughter Lisa Grace was born in 1972. 
They live south of Roblin on a farm. Evelyn Maxine 
married Barry Finlay on June 5, 1973. They live in Ot
tawa and have two sons, Trevor and Christopher. 
Mack and Grace farmed west of Rapid City from 1943 
until 1949. They moved to Rapid City and Mack took up 
carpentry, working in Brandon, Rivers Airfield and 
Shilo until he retired in 1975. His wife Grace, passed 
away March 17, 1968. 

John Sib bald, the youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Malcolm Sibbald, was born June 2, 1912, and he and his 
wife live on the old home farm section. John took his 
schooling at Tremaine and Rapid City, as did his wife, 
Bertha (Bert) Ansell. Bert, daughter of Thomas and' 
Mabel Ansell, was born April 30, 1921 at Muir, Man. 
The Ansell family lived in Rapid City from 1928 until 
1941, when they moved to Scarborough, Ontario. John 
and Bert were married in Ontario on January 3, 1944 
and for the next 11 years they lived on the farm and 
helped John's father. In 1955, they returned to Ontario, 
where John worked for ranchers at Ringwood, 
Goodwood, and Stouffville until he suffered a stroke in 
1960. In 1967 the family came back to reside on the 
home farm. John and Bert have one son and two 
daughters: Thomas Richard Malcolm was born June 
26, 1945, Barbara Ann was born March 7, 1948 and 
Debra Elizabeth May 1, 1954. 

Tom married Patricia Irwin of Rosebank, Ontario 
on April 4, 1964. Tom is employed in Brandon and the 
family live in Rapid City, having bought the former 
Barrett home, which they have renovated and 
enlarged. Their children are: Anita Delores, born Oc
tober 24, 1965, Kelly Elizabeth Ann, born March 29, 
1967, Thomas John was born May 18, 1969 and Karen 
Jean on August 30,1971. Tom and Pat raise horses as a 
hobby. 

Barbara has a little girl, Kristy Rose Dawn, who 
was born February 11, 1974. Barbara is employed at 
Leech Printing, and they live in Brandon. 

Debbie was married to Garth Inglis of Brandon on 
October 5, 1974, and their son, Jonathon Garth, was 
born January 4, 1976. Garth works at Cancades and 
Debbie is employed with Christie School Supply. They 
live in Rapid City. 

SILVERSIDES 
Gilbert Silversides was born in Uxbridge, Ontario 

in July, 1903 and lived there with his parents and three 
brothers till he was six years old. The family then 
moved to Wolseley, Sask. where the family farmed un
til 1928, at least Horace, the oldest brother and Gilbert 
did. A brother died of wounds during the first World 
War, and the other brother taught school until his 
death in 1952. 

In 1929, the dirty thirty years, Horace and Gilbert 
left their Wolseley farm and homesteaded in the area 
south-west of Moose Jaw. Those were hard years with 
no rain, no crops - nothing of anything. Horace's wife 
tells about her four year old son coming in from out-
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side one afternoon when a few drops of rain fell, 
"Mom, somebody is spitting at me, but I can't see who 
it is." 

In 1934 Gilbert left the homestead and came to his 
brother who was teaching north of Balcarres. (It had 
rained there, and there was always a little crop). He 
rented a quarter section, married and acquired a son. 
Times continued to be very hard, and though he and his 
wife were able to purchase a half-section of land from 
the Soldiers Settlement Board. III health and general 
discouragement forced them to sell their farm and 
stock. It was then they moved to Rapid City, Man. 
where they purchased the Cockshutt Machinery 
business from Alfred Smith, and they purchased his 
house also (the one next to the rink). Then came a long 
tough haul to chisel a place for themselves in this little 
town whose every heart and soul was "over there" 
with the boys. When "the boys" came home in 1945, 
they began to feel maybe they'd be a part of Rapid Ci
ty, after alL 

Gilbert had an old Hupmobile, and it travelled lots 
of miles conveying "the boys" to the hockey matches 
and ballgames in the surrounding country. We and 
those boys wove lasting friendships, and still meet 
each other with joy and affection. 

Finally, machinery started to come into production 
and by 1958, the Silversides were comfortably fixed 
with both a machinery and garage business. During 
this time, son Harry was growing up and was affec
tionately called "the Brain" by his school mates. He 
was keen on sports, particularly baseball and hockey. 
In September, 1953, Harry left for the College Militaire 
at St. Jean, Quebec to take a three year university 
course under the auspices of the Royal Canadian Navy. 
At the end of the course came a fourteen month stint 
on the Dew Line at Frobisher Bay and other points. In 
1960 he graduated from the University of Sask. with a 
degree in Electrical Engineering. In July of that year 
he married Carmel Werkowski of Kamsack, Sask. and 
moved to Montreal, Quebec. Their eldest son, Kevin, 
was born there. Followed employment in Toronto, Ed
monton, Peterborough and then a year in the Dominion 
Republic. He, his wife and family, which now had a 
daughter and a second son, remember that year with 
great pleasure, and would do it again if the opportunity 
presented itself. After their return from the Dominion 
Republic, they took up residence in Oakville, Ont. 
Harry is employed by a Toronto company which deals 
with electronics. 

Margaret Smith was born on Feb. 29, 1904; the 
eldest of four daughters and four sons. Her birth is 
registered at Belle Prairie, N.W.T. a little country 
post office some twelve or fourteen miles north of 
Grenfell, Sask. She became a teacher and in her nine 
years in the profession, she taught in only three 
schools. The last school was north of Balcarres where 
she taught for 31f2 years. It was there that she met and 
married Gilbert in July, 1934. Since then her life has 
been full of Gilbert and Harry, and now the 
grandchildren, and the host of friends made wherever 
she has gone. 

In March, 1958 Gilbert and Margaret, looking for an 
easier life, sold their business and home in Rapid City 
and moved to Bethany, Manitoba, where they operated 



a little store and the post office for fifteen years. In 
1973 they sold their store and home in Bethany and 
moved to Sintaluta to enjoy their retirement near their 
relatives and friends of years gone by. They thought 
retirement would be ftt!}, and full of doing what you 
want, when you want. It's not though. Gilbert is mayor 
of Sintaluta and is learning how very hard it is to build 
up a run down town, and since federal and provincial 
government have focused time, attention and money 
on Senior Citizens, they find themselves much too 
busy. They say it is better to wear out than to rust out, 
but they wouldn't mind sitting and rusting for awhile. 

THE SIMPSON F AMIL Y 
James Simpson was born at Lavenham, Suffolk, 

England, and emigrated to Canada in 1877, accom
panied by Mrs. Simpson, shortly after their marriage. 
They spent a year in Winnipeg and in 1878 took up 
residence in Rapid City. For many years Mr. Simpson 
was bailiff and local game guardian. Mrs. Simpson 
taught school here in the pioneer days. They spent 
brief periods at Calgary and Medicine Hat where Mrs. 
Simpson died in 1935. James spent most of his remain
ing years in Rapid City and passed away in Brandon in 
June of 1938. 

Mr. and Mrs. Simpson had five sons and two 
daughters, Jim and Victor who were killed in World 
War I, Cherry, Percy, Harry, Freda and Nellie. Freda 
is the only member of the family still living, she 
resides in Hamilton, Ontario. 

Harry was the only son to remain in Rapid City 
where he worked as a barber from 1911 to 1956. He 
served in both World Wars, the First in active service 
and the Second as a Veteran's Home Guard. He 
married Ruby Forsythe on June 5th, 1925 and they had 
four sons, Larry, Murray (Ted), Art and Claire (Gert). 
Harry was active in the R.C. Legion where he was a 
Charter Member. He was also a life member and Past 
Master of the Masonic Lodge. Harry played lacrosse 
on the Rapid City Lacrosse team when they won the 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Simpson. 
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Provincial Championships, and he was interested in all 
other sports. Ruby worked as a telephone operator 
from 1920 to 1927 and was honored in June, 1977 when 
dial phones were installed. Ruby is a member of the 
Legion Ladies' Auxiliary, the Rebekah Lodge and was 
a charter member of the Eastern Star. Harry passed 
away in May, 1967. Ruby continues to live in town in 
her own home and her greatest enjoyment is her 
morning tea breaks at the local cafe. 

Larry was born June 24th, 1927, received his educa
tion here, worked for some years as a truck driver for 
Sample's Transfer and C.P. Transport. He also held 
jobs with the C.N.R. and the Good Roads Dept. He and 
his brother, Ted farmed for many years and in 1977 
sold most of their land. In 1956 Larry married Lois 
Shand, they had two children, Sheryl and Brian. Sheryl 
is married to Rick Saler and they farm north of town. 
Sheryl is employed at the Personal Care Home in 
Minnedosa. Brian is taking his schooling at Elton 
Collegiate. He is an avid hockey player and was on the 
Brandon Juvenile team who were invited to Drum
mondville, Quebec, where they won the International 
Tournament in 1978. 

Ted was born in January, 1929, was educated in 
R.C. and was employed at the Corner Store for many 
years. Ted played hockey and baseball with the local 
teams, and was on the Cardale Hockey team the year 
they won the Eddie Armstrong Trophy. Ted currently 
works for the Federal Government in Brandon and 
lives at home with his mother. 

Art was born in February, 1930. He received his 
education here and after trying his hand at many jobs, 
joined the Navy in 1954 for a five year hitch. On his 
return home he went into the garage business with his 
brother Gert, and when the business was sold, he went 
to work for C.P. Transport. In 1964 he married Gladys 
Coutts and they moved to Brandon where Gladys took 
a job with the Federal Government. They remained in 
Brandon until just before the birth of their first son 
when they moved back to Rapid City. William Bradley 
was born on March 20th, 1963. A year and a half later 
they moved to Ingelow where Art had a job buying 
grain. They left there in May 1971 and returned to 
Rapid City when Art took a job with Paul's Hauling in 
Brandon. Harry Bart arrived on the scene on August 
2nd, 1971. In October, 1976 Art and Gladys purchased 
the Southside Grocery (once known as Coutts Bakery) 
and are in business there at this time. 

Claire was born on August 29th, 1933, he took his 
schooling in Rapid City and Winnipeg where he worked 
for a short time. 'Gert' was also a keen hockey and 
baseball player. He married Grace McCallum in 1956 
and they have three daughters, Marlene, Barbara and 
Lori who live with their parents in Bredenbery, Sask. 
Gert is employed with the potash mines in Esterhazy 
and his hobby is buying and selling antiques. 

THE JOE SINCLAIR FAMILY 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Sinclair were married at 

Gladstone, Manitoba in 1927. Mrs. Sinclair is the 
former Catherine Roulette. In 1951, Mr. and Mrs. 
Sinclair came to the Tremaine district to work for Bill 
Nevin. Mr. Sinclair passed away in 1961 and he is 



buried at Amaranth, where his mother who is past 
ninety years old still resides. 

Joe and Catherine raised three sons: Donald, 
Douglas, and Dennis. Donnie took his schooling at 
Gladstone, Doug at Tremaine school and Dennis 
graduated from Grade Twelve at Elton Collegiate, and 
he is presently employed with the C.P.R. 

Mrs. Sinclair makes her home in Rapid City, and 
her sons who are often employed elsewhere, also call 
Rapid City home. 

GEORGE AND MARTHA SKELCHER 
George and Martha Skelcher came from Coventry, 

England and settled in Rapid City in 1889. They had 
spent a few months in Winnipeg before coming here. 
Mr. Skelcher was employed at the Hotel. They had a 
family of three, Florence and a nine year old son who 
lost his life by drowning in the Little Saskatchewan 
River when the ice gave way. Their daughter Florence 
married Benjamin Hamnett and she lived south of 
town till the time of her death in 1961. 

THE. MR. AND MRS. WM. B. SMALL FAMILY 
Mr. William Brand Small was born April 26, 1898, in 

Edinburgh, Scotland. Mrs. Small (nee Isabella Leitch 
Martin) was born April 4, 1891, in Dunfermline, 
Scotland. Mr. and Mrs. Small were married November 
17, 1922, in Kirkcaldy, Scotland. They farmed in 
Scotland until the doctor advised Mr. Small to come to 
Canada to improve his health. 

Mr. Small learned of the Soldier Settlement plan in 
Canada, and he and his wife decided to come to Canada 
under this plan. Their destination was Cordova, 
Manitoba. While they were travelling on the train Mr. 
Small asked where the "city" of Cordova was. The 
conductor pointed out an elevator and house, and said, 
"That is it." The Smalls arrived at Cordova in March 
1925. In the fall of 1925 they settled on the SW1f4 of 14-
13-19, near Rapid City, where they farmed for forty 
years. The farm is still in the family as it is now being 
farmed by their daughter and son-in-law. 

Mr. Small was an active member of the Manitoba 
Federation of Agriculture and Co-operation for many 
years, and a staunch member of the Manitoba Pool 
Elevator from its inception until he retired from farm
ing. He served in the First World War with the Royal 
Highlanders Black Watch of the British Army. Mrs. 
Small was a member of the Hunterville Ladies' Aid. 
Both had membership in Hunterville United Church. 

Mr. Small remembered when Mr. J. Wilson used a 
steam engine threshing outfit and when Mr. Wm. 
Nielsen used a one-cylinder Stanley Jones stationary 
engine. He also remembered when No. 10 Highway 
was built, this being done by men using horses. 

Two daughters were born on the farm to Mr. and 
Mrs. Small - Isabella Margaret and Agnes Millar 
Martin (Nancy). Margaret and Nancy received their 
elementary and secondary education at Rapid City. 

There is a little history connected with the girls' 
attendance at Rapid City. To allow Margaret and Nan
cy to attend Rapid City school, Mr. Small had to have 
the SW quarter transferred to Rapid City School 
District from Tremaine School District. The trustees 
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of Tremaine School District were reluctant to allow 
the transfer of the land. Margaret began school in 
Rapid City but had to stop until the dispute over the 
transfer was settled. The dispute was finally settled by 
the school inspector. The SW1!1 of 14-13-19 was at the 
southwest edge of Tremaine School District, on the 
north edge of Wallace School District and on the east 
edge of Rapid City School District. The inspector said 
that the girls would have to attend the school closest to 
the farm buildings so he measured the distance by car 
to each School. Rapid City School proved to be the 
closest. 

Margaret and Nancy both received their Bachelor 
of Arts degrees from the Brandon University. 

Nancy went on to Angus Commercial College and 
became a secretary on completion of the course. She 
later took further study to obtain her Bachelor of 
Pedagogy and then her Bachelor of Education degree. 
Nancy entered the teaching profession. On July 16, 
1966, she married Clyde Stephenson of Gregg, 
Manitoba. Nancy and her husband farm Mr. Small's 
farm, and Nancy teaches at Elton Collegiate at 
Forrest, Manitoba. 

Margaret also took further study to obtain her 
Bachelor of Pedagogy degree from the University of 
Manitoba. She later taught school at Isabella and Bir
tle. On August 12, 1954, she married Lloyd Irwin of 
Isabella. They farm at Isabella. Margaret and Lloyd 
have three sons, Eric, Keith and David. Eric is pres
ently attending law faculty at the University of 
Manitoba, Keith is working for The United Conser
vatory of Music in Winnipeg and David is in Grade XI 
at Birtle Collegiate. A daughter, Heather, died in in
fancy. 

Mrs. Small died August 31, 1968, and is buried in 
Rapid City Cemetery. Mr. Small passed away sudden
ly at Hillcrest Lodge, Brandon, on February 13, 1974. 
The funeral service was held in Rapid City United 
Church on February 15th, with interment in the family 
plot in Rapid City Cemetery. Rev. Robert Werry of
ficiated. 

Contributed by Nancy Stephenson 

ALFRED SMITH 
Alfred Smith came to Canada from England with 

his parents in 1879. He stayed in Portage la Prairie 
with his mother until living quarters were built on the 
homestead. In 1899 he married Jannett Grummett of 
Rapid City. They farmed in the Oakleigh district until 
1913 when they moved into Rapid City. Alfred went 
into partnership in a livery stable and later into the im
plement business. 

They raised a family of three daughters, Ethel, 
Vida, and Muriel. They attended Oakleigh and Rapid 
City schools. A granddaughter, Gwen Marvin, resides 
at Forrest, Manitoba. She is the daughter of Ethel and 
Buster Meadows. 

J. SMITH AND H. ROBINSON by Georgina Robin
son 

John Smith, my father, moved to Rapid City dis
trict in 1939 with his wife and two daughters, Betty and 
I. An older sister, Lillian, had previously married and 



moved to Vancouver, British Columbia. As a young 
man, my father came from England to the McConnell, 
Hamiota district where he met my mother who had 
also just arrived from England. They were the first 
couple married in Hamiota United Church in 1914 and 
received a Bible which states this. My mother died in 
1940. The following year my father, Betty and I bought 
the restaurant business from Dan Jack who had 
enlisted in the Canadian Army in World War II. Betty 
married Elton Bradley in 1944 and my father and I 
continued in business. My father was a member of the 
I.O.O.F. Lodge and was secretary for a number of 
years, also secretary of the School Board, and 
secretary of the Agricultural Society until his eyesight 
forced him to give it up. He died in 1970. 

In 1946, I married Harry Robinson who came to 
Rapid City in 1943 from Roblin, after his discharge 
from the army because of an injury in World War II. 
He first worked for the Rural Municipality of 
Saskatchewan and later for the late Gordon Riches, 
who had a grocery store. After our marriage, we sold 
the restaurant to Bob McBride and Harry was chosen 
as postmaster. My father made his home with us until 
his marriage to Bella Reith in 1948. He was also Assis
tant I at the Post Office. 

In 1947 our daughter, Denise, was born and took all 
her schooling in Rapid City and Brandon. Her last job, 
in Brandon, was secretary to the manager of the 
Manitoba Telephone Co. She is now married to Robert 
Holmes and has a daughter, Robyn Tricia. They make 
their home in Winnipeg. 

Harry, besides being Postmaster, has been active 
in community affairs, a member of the School Board 
for some years and Chairman the year the present 
school was built. He served on the town council for 
many years, also Chamber of Commerce and 
Agricultural Society. His love of animals, especially 
horses, is only exceeded by his love for family and 
many close friends. His holidays are still spent par
ticipating at many fairs. 

In the first year of our marriage, I worked full time 
in the Post Office, but after the second year an~our 
daughter, Denise, was born, I became a full time 
homemaker and worked only when needed, as when 
someone was ill or Christmas time when it was really 
busy. Later I worked one day a week as a part-time 
assistant. For the past eighteen years, since my father 
retired, I have worked full-time as Assistant I. In 
our recent communication with the Post Office, we 
wete surprised to learn that Harry has held the posi
tion of Postmaster longer than any other Postmaster 
in Rapid City. It is 31 years this November since he 
started, and many changes have taken place in this 
period of time. 

THE THOMAS L. SMITH FAMILY contributed by 
Evelyn Underhill 

Thomas L. Smith was born in London, England in 
1876 and he came to Canada in 1892. Thomas found 
employment on the Richard Luker farm in the Moline 
district. His brother Robert had previously emigrated 
to Canada. 

He returned to England in 1897 for a three months 
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visit. On his return to Rapid City, he and his brother 
operated the old Windsor livery stable and they hauled 
the mail from Rapid' City to Gautier Junction as the 
train was not connected with Rapid City at that time. 
They also ran the Stage Coach from Rapid City to 
Brandon, stopping off at a half-way house. 

In 1901, he quit the livery business and again 
worked on various farms for four more years before 
starting to farm for himself nine miles north west of 
Rapid City. 

Thomas was one of the first directors for the Co-op 
general store in Moline. In 1901, he married Francis 
Laura West of Lions Head, Ontario, who came to 
Moline to stay with her sister, Mrs. Robert Hales. 
Before her marriage, she was employed at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. James Cooper in the Cadurcis district. 
They had three children, one son and two daughters, 
who received their education at McBride and Rapid 
City schools. In 1919, Mr. Smith bought another farm 
one mile south of Rapid City, but resided in the town 
before moving his family to the farm. 

His wife, Laura, was a member of the Women's 
Institute and the family attended the Methodist 
Church which later amalgamated with the 
Presbyterian church and became the United Church. 
He was instrumental in getting the Pool elevator built 
and was a charter member. He served on the Rapid 
City Town Council, School Board, and was a Pool 
director for many years. 

He farmed until 1938 and then retired until his death 
in June, 1952. His wife Laura, passed away in Delta, 
B.C. March, 1975. They are both interred in the Moun
tain View Cemetery in Vancouver. 

Thomas Smith Jr. of Delta, B.C. married 
Marguerite Clack of Rapid City and they have one son, 
Robert, who married Judy Snyder of Portland, 
Oregon. They reside in Victoria and have two sons, 
Raymond and Ronald. Tom served in the second World 
War from 1939-1945 with the Seaforth Highlands 
serving in England, Italy, Africa and Sicily. 

Helen married Russell Taylor of Rapid City and 
they had one son, Thomas, who married Norma 
Kennedy of Oakview and they have one son, Kent. 
They all live in Brantford, Ontario. 

Evelyn married Ross Underhill of Moline and they 
have two sons, Claire and Delbert. 

DAVID SMITH HISTORY - submitted by Mrs. Iva 
Northam 

Great Grandfather Smith was born in Hawick, 
Scotland on April 27, 1805. His wife Mary Day was born 
at Hatfield, Yorkshire, England on October 11, 1813. 
Their families emigrated to Canada about 1818 and 
settled at Eramosa, Ontario. They had a family of 
twelve. 

My Grandfather David Day Smith was born 
September 4, 1838 at Eramosa. He married Margaret 
Jane Armstrong. Her parents had also come from 
Scotland. They had a family of five. They came west to 
Rapid City in the spring of 1889 and lived for a short 
time north of Rapid City where Del Underhill now 
lives. From there they moved to the Moline district 
farm where Ken Bridgeman is presently living. From 
there they moved to a farm northwest of Basswood for 



a short time before settling on the farm in the Cadur
cis district where they lived until Grandma died in 
April, 1920. Grandad then sold the farm and moved 
into Basswood. He passed away in Birtle November, 
1923 at the age of eighty-five. He was quite interested 
in music, and played the violin. Church music was his 
main interest, starting as a young boy in a church 
choir in Ontario. He led singing in Cadurcis Church un
til he was around eighty years. He donated the land 
that the present Cadurcis Church is located on. The 
church was a Presbyterian Church but is now United. 

The oldest son Uncle Frank had a draying business 
in Rapid City for a number of years. They lived in the 
house last occupied by Mrs. Cliff Sample. They later 
lived in Winnipeg where he worked for Crescent 
Creamery, mainly looking after the horses. He 
married Margaret Matheson of Basswood. They had a 
family of four girls. They later retired to New West
minister B.C. where they both passed away. 

Ernest farmed in the Cadurcis district before mov
ing to Birtle where he had a livery and dray business. 
He married Margaret Stuart, who had come out from 
Scotland. They had one son and one daughter. He 
passed away in Winnipeg March 5,1938. His wife died 
at Lively, Ontario a few years ago. 

My parents Jane May Smith and Robert Greig were 
married on December 4, 1895 at Basswood. See Greig 
History. 

Grandad's brothers Robert and John and sisters 
Jane and Helen (Mrs. Scott Armstrong) lived in and 
around Rapid City in the early days. 

Uncle John only stayed a couple of years or so when 
he moved to Kansas where he passed away. 

Uncle Robert and Aunt Jane lived on a farm north 
of town now the property, I think, of Westwoods. 

Aunt Helen and Scott Armstrong lived at one time 
in the house where Mrs. Fulcher and Dorothy Young 
live before retiring to Long Beach, California. Scott 
Armstrong operated the woolen mill at one time and 
later had a real estate business. They had two 
daughters. Floss married Aubrey Le Page, one of the 
Le Page brothers who had a general store here. Her 
sister married Malcolm Thompson. Uncle Robert and 
Aunt Jane along with Mr. and Mrs. Scott Armstrong 
and Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Thompson retired to Long 
Beach, California where they have all passed away. 

JOHN WILLIAM SMITH Contributed by Grandson 
John Smith Jr. 

My grandfather, John W. Smith, with his wife and 
family, came to Manitoba from England in 1879. He 
was a boiler maker by trade and his father was a lock 
keeper on one of the canals. Grandmother's father was 
a ship captain and was lost at sea. 

Being unemployed and listening to the promoters of 
Canada who said one hundred and sixty acres of land 
could be had for the homesteading fee of $10.00, he, 
along with many other Englishmen, took the chance. 
They came with a party led by Captain Whellams, who 
was hired by the Canadian government to bring 
settlers to Canada. The group settled south of town 
known as the 'English Settlement'. (We are the only 
family left of the originals.) They travelled through 
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Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Smith C 1912. 

Minneapolis and up the Red River by boat. Grand
mother, Uncle Alfred and Aunt Annie stayed in Por
tage for three years while Grandfather and the eldest 
son John jr., came west. They homesteaded the same 
quarter section that I lived on and raised my family. 
My son Evan, the fourth generation, now runs this 
farm, NE 27-12-20. Later they bought the quarter to the 
south for $160.00 as a pre-emption. 

When they first came they lived in a 'soddy'. This 
was a hole dug five feet deep. Poles were raised teepee 
fashion and covered with sod, leaving a hole at the top 
for the smoke to escape. Stories were told of lizards 
crawling around on top where it was warm and falling 
through the hole into the stew pot below. Dad, (John 
jr.) wore a dog skin coat but we could never find out if 
the dog died a natural death or was killed for the hide. 
On their trip from Portage, by Red River Cart they 
lost flour and sugar while fording one of the creeks. 
This was serious because they had to return to Portage 
to get more. Grandmother was able to get some calves 
from a dairy man who only wanted the milk. She boiled 
hay to feed them and called it 'hay tea'. This was the 
start of their cattle herd. The little schooling they got, 
they had to walk six miles across country, keeping to 
the edges of small lakes, was at st. George's hall. 
These lakes are now sloughs. 

Mary Smith, grandfather's spinster sister, came out 
in 1884 with another group of settlers. Among this 
group was the William Scott family. The Scott's 



Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Smith the second with J. W. the 
third. 

resided in Rapid City until being transferred to 
Transcona by the C.N.R. Mary or Aunt Polly, as she 
was known, served as mid-wife in the early days in the 
Rapid City and Oakleigh districts. Grandfather passed 
away in 1923 at the age of 83 years; Grandmother in 
1925 at 85 years and Aunt Polly, 1925, at 83 years. They 
are all buried in St George's cemetery. 

Dad homesteaded SW 22-12-20 and Uncle Alf. Smith 
NW 22-12-20 which was covered with oak trees. They 
had a new Hamburg Steam Tractor and tried to buy a 
plow for breaking the land. There was none to be 
bought. They bought a wooden beam 24 inch breaking 
plow and had a blacksmith reinforce it with a boiler 
plate. It didn't work too well as they would get stuck on 
an oak root and by the time they got loose the pressure 
would be down. After looking this plow over the John 
Deere Company came out with a Steel Beam 24 inch 
Jumbo Breaker. 

Dad owned the first threshing machine in 1903. This 
was a steam tractor and 36 inch thresher equipped 
with a self-feeder and Farmer's Friend straw blower. 
This machine had to be shipped by rail to Carnegie on 
account of trouble crossing the bridge north of Bran
don. The women, as well as the men, worked hard for 
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these threshing gangs. Meals had to be served early 
and late. It was always a question of whose duty it was 
to feed the men if the job was finished before meal 
time. Mother fired the steamer for a good number of 
years. A cook shack was added to the outfit but as good 
cooks were hard to find it only lasted a year. A sleep
ing caboose travelled from farm to farm and the 
original still sits in the yard on the old home farm. One 
day repairs were needed on the caboose chimney. 
While a man was working on it the other fellows 
stuffed damp straw in the stove, as a prank. The joke 
back fired when a bag was stuffed in the top of the 
chimney. 

A neighbour, G. L. Davies put the first sheaf in the 
machine. Years later on the last job he hid a sheaf 
behind the water tank so he could have the honor of 
putting the last sheaf through. 

Dad was president of the Oakleigh United Farmers 
of Manitoba when the rural mail route got its start. He 
was a strong promoter of the Wheat Pool and spent 
many hours in a membership drive in the early thir
ties. 

Grandfather John W. and Elizabeth Smith had 
three children: John W., Annie and Alfred. 

John W. married Agnes Flynn (known in later years 
as Aunt Aggie or Gran Smith). They raised three 
children: John, Ernest and Isabella. John W. died in 
1938 and his wife Agnes in 1974. 

John married Sophia Beattie. They raised a family 
of five: Elizabeth, Jeanne, Sandra, Evan and Erna. 
John and Sophia lived on the home farm until 1976 
when they built a new home and son Evan and family 
took over the farm. 

Ernest married Helen Frank and farmed west of 
the home farm. They had three children: Ted, Sheila 
and Ann. Ernest passed away in 1964. Helen still 
resides in the Rivers district. 

SOLDAN HISTORY 
Edward Soldan Sr. came west in the spring of 1879 

from Huron County in Ontario with his wife, the 
former Margaret Dick, and their infant son, Conrad 
who had been born on January 30, 1879. They came to 
the Moline District and homesteaded the S.W. quarter 
of 17-14-20 and later acquired the S.E. 17-14-20, and it 
was here they made their home. Ned, as he was 
known, was always a willing worker in the community. 
He served as councillor for Ward 4 in the Municipality 
of Saskatchewan for a number of years, and also acted 
as Reeve for a few years. He operated one of the 
threshing outfits in the days when large outfits and 
long season were common. For many winters he 
operated a sawmill in the Riding Mountains, as this 
had been his trade before leaving Ontario. He was a 
keen sportsman and was interested mainly in hunting 
and baseball. 

He passed away in 1927 and having lived 48 years on 
the place he had homesteaded. Edward Jr. stayed on 
the home place and continued the farming operation. 
Edward Sr.'s widow, Margaret, lived with Ed Jr. and 
family until her passing in 1944. 

David Soldan, second son of Edward Soldan Sr. was 
born July 31, 1881. He received his early schooling at 



Soldan Family; left to right, top, Edward, Oliver; 
bottom, Conrad, Margaret, David. 

Moline and continued at Rapid City. While still in his 
teens, he took a position in a store in Hamiota, and 
later went to Miniota. He also worked at pOints in 
Eastern Saskatchewan before returning to the district. 
He was a member of the C.M. Beatty general store 
staff for several years, and around 1920 joined the new
ly organized garage firm of Soldan & Bollman, later 
Soldan's Garage. He attended the first school in 
Moline which was made of logs and was situated on the 
farm now owned by Jim KooUng. 

In 1920, David married Miss Susie Nevens of Rapid 
City and they had one daughter, Margaret. On the 
death of his brother, Conrad, in 1948 he took over the 
Rapid City Bakery. He was a fifty year member of the 
Masonic Order, having joined the Miniota Lodge No. 
102 in October 22, 1906. He later transferred to 
Corinthian in Rapid City, and was about to receive his 
years and then came back to Brandon to take up 
employment at Fairview Home. After leaving there, 
she lived in Winnipeg, where she worked for a number 
of years at Victoria Hospital, and later moving to 
Transcona, where she resided until 1976, when due to 
failing health, she went to live in Fairview Home in 
Brandon. 

Oliver Soldan, third son of Edward Soldan Sr., was 
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born September 22, 1883. He attended the first school 
in the district, taught by Mr. John Hunter. He then 
farmed at home for a number of years. In 1915 he took 
employment with Bawlf Grain Co. at several different 
points, one of them being Hampton, Saskatchewan. In 
1917, he married Mary Trott of Moline, and the follow
ing year returned to Moline to take up employment 
with the United Grain Growers, where he remained 
for fifteen years. In 1938 he took employment with his 
brother, Conrad, at the garage, and moved into Rapid 
City to make his home. He passed away January 22, 
1957 and after his passing, Mary moved into Minnedosa 
and is still residing there in Townview Manor. 

Edward Soldan Jr., youngest son of Edward Soldan 
Sr., was born March 13,1892. He received his schooling 
at Moline school and then helped on the farm. He 
married Maria Mutch in 1917 and continued living at 
the home place. They had one son, James. Ed was in
terested in sports, namely hunting, baseball and curl
ing. In 1948, due to ill health, he rented the farm to his 
son, James. He passed away in 1952. His widow, 
Maria, went to live in Windsor, Ontario, for a few 
years and then came back to Brandon to take up em
ployment at Fairview Home. After leaving there, she 
lived in Winnipeg, where she worked for a number of 
years at Victoria Hospital, and later moving to 
Transcona, where she resided until 1976, when due to 
failing health, she went to live in Fairview Home in 
Brandon. 

James Soldan took his schooling at Moline and then 
helped on the home farm. In 1942, he married Sylvia 
Newitt, and lived in part of the farm home until 1945, 
when he rented his Uncle Conrad's farm and moved 
onto it. In 1945, a son Gerald, was born and in 1948 a 
daughter, Sandra. After his father's passing in 1952, he 
moved back to the home place where he still resides. 
This is the third generation to farm the original farm 
that was homesteaded in 1879, so in 1979 the farm will 
have been in the Soldan name for 100 years. Gerald and 
Sandra both received their schooling at Moline and 
Rivers. After finishing school, Gerald took employ
ment with the Hamiota Co-op and is still employed 
there. Sandra went to Brandon where she was 
employed at the Bank of Montreal for six years. She 
married Mel Constable of Brandon, and they have two 
daughters, Shauna and Susan. Mel is employed with 
Jacobson and Greiner. 

"THE SPEARINS" 
James Spearin was born in Limerick County, 

Ireland in 1814. He became a stone mason, married 
Rachel Doherty and migrated to Canada. They settled 
in Blanchard County, St. Marys, Ontario. The stone 
house that he built on his farm still stands true and is 
occupied by one of his descendants. 

James and Rachel had four sons and two daughters. 
Their oldest son James married Mary Grace Bragg 
and shortly there after joined the migration westward 
to Manitoba. James and Mary Grace with two 
children, Edith and Mabel arrived in Manitoba in 1879 
and established their homestead on N.B. 1/4 of 17-13-20, 
travelling to it by covered wagon. He related to his son 
later that when he came to the Little Saskatchewan 



river it was so clear you could see the bottom and that 
he wasn't going far from that. Their first home was a 
log house, later they built the frame home (1898) 
which the Douglas Spearin family occupy. Two of 
James' cousin's, Thomas and Tobias Spearin had 
arrived a year or two earlier. Their homestead was 
across the corner on S. W. 1f4 21-13-20 and they provided 
invaluable assistance to James and Mary in setting up 
their homestead and the next year when all but the 
house was destroyed by prairie fire, these two cousins 
later gave up their homestead and emigrated to 
Australia. 

Other children born to James and Mary in Manitoba 
were Willie (died as a child), Howard, Mildred (Mrs. 
Lawson Shanks), Winnifred (Mrs. Fred Nord), Evelyn 
(Mrs. Clarence Brough) and Gladys (Mrs. E. 
McGregor), the only surviving member of that family 
and living in Calgary. James was a school trustee of 
Little Saskatchewan school No. 134 also councillor for 
the Municipality of Saskatchewan. 

Mary Grace died January 31, 1906 at the age of 52. 
In 1911 James moved to the north of Tisdale, 
Saskatchewan to homestead for the second time. This 
time they were able to plow whole quarter sections by 
steam power. He reported a few of his neighbours 
were from the Dakotas, U.S.A. Later he moved to 
Brandon and this land was sold. James died in 1929, at 
the age of 75. 

Howard went to Little Saskatchewan school and 
also attended Business College in Winnipeg. He took 
over the farm from his father in 1910. He married 
Mildred Reid of Totonka, Post Office (now a part of 
Oak River). They had five children through the period 
1913-23. Reid of Rivers, Kenneth (deceased 1945), Cecil 
of Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, Edith (Bradt) of Ed
monton and Douglas who resides on the Spearin farm. 

Howard was a great asset to his community, being 
an active church worker, Past Master of Corinthian 
Lodge No. 15, Rapid City, also District Deputy of the 
fifth district Grand Lodge of Manitoba. He served as 
trustee for Little Saskatchewan S.D. 134 and councillor 
for the Municipality of Saskatchewan for sixteen 
years. He was elected to Reeve previous to his death in 
1952. He loved the farm and remarked he was happy to 
have lived through and seen so many changes, plowed 
with oxen, threshed with steam power through to the 
self propelled combine. He was interested in sports 
and played hockey with the Pettapiece Maple Leafs. 
Later he played hockey with Rapid City. 

The railway passed right through the Spearin farm 
yard. In 1908 the train jumped the track and rolled op
posite the yard. No one was killed and the house was 
used for the injured. In later years Reid and Ken were 
able to ride this train to high school in Rapid City and 
if it was going slowly on the return they could jump off 
at home to save having to walk one and a half miles 
back from Pettapiece station. 

Howard Spearin and a neighbor Bill McKinnon went 
into partnership, bought a Sawyer Massey steam 
engine and thresher. They customed threshed this part 
of the country for a few years when Spear in sold his 
share to McKinnon. This outfit was delivered to Pet
tapiece on two flat cars and the price was $3600. It was 
very difficult to move around the country as the grades 
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Train wreck at Spearins. 

were narrow and sometimes they were all night get
ting out of trouble to be going at seven 0' clock the next 
morning. 

His first gas tractor bought in 1916 was a Case 12-25 
two cylinders double opposed. Howard Spearin's first 
car was a Hupmobile bought second hand in Winnipeg. 
It took him three days to bring it home sleeping two 
nights on the prairie. After a friendly blacksmith put a 
Model "TH rear end in it, it worked very well. One of 
the first things he did was to offer his neighbor a ride. 
This gentleman weighed three hundred pounds and on 
stepping up on the running board the tire blew out. 

For many years the Spearin home being close to the 
school, became the boarding house for school teachers 
and they were often absorbed into the family and work 
of the household. Mrs. Spear in was also an active 
member of the community and gave of her musical 
ability in the church and accompaniment for the Pet
tapiece Quartet. This group consisted of Vera Pet
tapiece, George Kite, Muriel Travers and J. T. Shanks 
who entertained at many musical functions. Mrs. 
Spearin died in 1976. 

Reid married Lillian Giles, they lived at Pettapiece 
for a time operating the store and Post Office, former
ly owned by F. W. Giles. He then joined National Grain 
Co. in 1948 and moved to Floors siding and then to 
Rivers. Their daughter Janice (Mrs. Brough) resides 
in Winnipeg. In Rivers many organizations benefit 
from the interest and participation of both Reid and 
Lil who are active members of the Community. 

Ken Spearin, born in 1916 attended public school at 
Little Saskatchewan and high school at Rapid City. He 
took his grade twelve at home by correspondence and 
a business course in Brandon. All this was attained by 
the time he was sixteen. He worked with Dominion 
Bank, Canadian Motors and then with McDonald Air
craft in Winnipeg. He passed away in 1945. 

Cecil also worked the farm until 1938 and then took 
a business course. In 1939 he joined the R.C.N.V.R. and 
was on loan to the Royal Navy. He served on H.M.S. 
Walker on the North Sea and H.M.S. Havoc in the 
Mediterranean and Malta run. This ship was lost and 
crew interned by Vichy France in Algeria in April 
1942. They were released when the Allies took back 
Algeria in November 1942 and he was able to be home 



for Christmas. After discharge he attended the 
University of Manitoba and received his Chartered Ac
countant degree. He joined Ford of Canada and lived in 
Singapore, Oakville, Bermuda, Jersey City, Athens 
and now Bloomfield Hills Michigan. In 1952 he married 
Doreen Brynelson and they have three children, 
Roderick, Kathy and John. 

Edith Spearin took a business course and worked in 
Brandon. She was the soloist at many weddings in the 
district as well as the Pettapiece United Church Choir. 
She married Tom Bradt formerly of Rivers. Edith was 
a great help to her father when her husband was 
overseas. They have one daughter, Penny (Mrs. 
McGregor) and live in Edmonton, Alberta. 

Douglas Spearin in 18 months of age, instead of 
staying with his mother when she was busy washing 
(using a water cooled stationary engine, so it was done 
outside) walked out on the C.P.R. right of way to see 
his father who was cutting with the binder across the 
tracks. Luckily he was wearing a long red touque, the 
engineer spotted it and stopped the train. By the time 
the distraught mother had reached the gate, the 
fireman had caught him and was carrying him back. 

One year and a half later he had an appendix which 
had burst and thanks to two Doctors, Rose of Rapid 
City and Lyon of Rivers was operated on in the family 
home. Both these doctors were brought out by livery. 
In the winter time Ed McGregor was the driver for 
Doctor Ross and Jappy Peart was the driver for Doc
tor Lyon. 

He joined the R.C.N.V.R. and served on board 
H.M.C.S. St. Therese, a frigate which served in the 
North Atlantic and the North Sea, based in Halifax, 
Londonderry Ireland and Scapa Flow. 

He started farming after receiving his discharge 
from the navy. He purchased the Gilpin farm E1f2 20-
13-20 formerly owned by Mike Bachewick. In 1948 he 
married Margery Lutes, the daughter of Lemuel C. 
Lutes a former C.N.R. agent in Rapid City. They have 
three sons, James, Howard and Glen. This makes the 
third generation of the family to farm the original 
homestei:td and attend the Little Saskatchewan School 
No. 134 which closed in 1959. 

TOM STADY 
Tom Stady was born at Methven, Man. and came to 

the Rapid City district with his parents Mr. and Mrs. 
H. Stady. They farmed in the Oakleigh and Wallace 
districts. Tom worked on construction work and after 
he moved into Rapid City he did carpenter work. He 
resided in Rapid City until he went to live at the Salva
tion Army Home in Brandon. He passed away in 1975 
at the age of eighty-three years. He had two brothers 
and one sister; Bill is recorded elsewhere; Fred 
served in the 43rd Battalion of the Cameron 
Highlanders. He passed away at Hayfield, Manitoba, 
in 1957. Gladys took her schooling at Wallace and 
Oakleigh schools. She married Sam Mason and after 
living in the Rapid City district, they lived on a farm at 
Chilliwack, B.C. They raised a family of six. Gladys 
passed away in 1973 at Vancouver. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Stady. 

FLOREAN AND FREDA ST ANICK. - contributed by 
Florean and Freda Stanick 

Florean Stanick, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. 
Stanley Stanick, married Freda Atkins, eldest 
daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. David Atkins, Rapid 
City. 

They live on S.W.l/4, 3-13-19, where they operate a 
mixed farm. Freda is an active member of the Rapid 
City Legion. Florean, always interested in sports, 
coaches a young boys hockey team. 

They have a family of six. Lewis married Doris 
Johnson of Red Lake, Ontario. He is a welder at 
Quesnel, British Columbia. They have 2 children, 
Debbie and Kenneth. Carol is married to Barry Hales 
who works at the Steam Plant in Brandon. They reside 
in Rapid City with their three children, Jaqueline, 
Tracy and Martin. Ronald lives at Thunder Bay, On
tario and is a social worker. He is married to Heather 
Bruce of Brandon. Rick is a butcher by trade but is 
employed as a truck driver at the present time at 
Brooks Alta. Jean attends high school at Elton and 
Daren the youngest attends school at Minnedosa. 

THE WALTER STANICK. FAMILY 
Walter Stanick, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Stanley 

Stanick married Christine Barber of Rapid City. 
They live on S.W.1J4 2-13-19. Walter works in Bran

don for the Wheat City Concrete Co. Chris is a nurses 
aid at the International Nursing Home in Brandon. She 



is a member of the Rapid City United Church Women 
and has taught Sunday School in Rapid City United 
Church. 

They have a family of three sons: Gerald is General 
Foreman at the Trans Canada Natural Compressor 
Station No. 30. He married Mildred Downey of Rapid 
City and they have three children: Darcy, Cindy, and 
Kevin. Darcy and Cindy attend Elton Collegiate and 
Kevin attends Elementary School in Rapid City. 

Brian works as a welder for Behlan-Wicks Co. Ltd. 
in Brandon. He and his wife the former Cindy Trembly 
live in Brandon and have four children: Micheal, Ra
queUe, Jeffery and Shannon. 

Donald lives in Brandon and is employed at Burns 
Packers. 

GERALD STANICK FAMILY 
Gerald is the eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. Walter 

Stanick. After attending school at Wallace and Rapid 
City Gerald joined Trans Canada Pipelines. Mildred is 
the eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Downey. She 
was born at Hilton, Manitoba and took her elementary 
schooling at Wellwood. The Downey's moved to Rapid 
City in July of 1954 where Mildred attended Rapid City 
High SchooL She was employed at the Bank of Mon
treal in Brandon until her marriage to Gerald. They 
moved to Moosomin, Saskatchewan and lived there for 
three years before being transferred back to the Com
pressor Station at Rapid City where Gerald is present
ly General Foreman. Gerald has been with Trans 
Canada Pipelines for twenty years and Mildred is an 
employee of the Royal Bank of Canada, Rapid City. 
They have three children: Darcy, Cindy and Kevin. 
Darcy and Cindy attend Elton Collegiate and Kevin 
attends Rapid City Elementary. 

STEFANIUK 
Morris John Stefani uk was born at the family farm 

near Ashville, Manitoba on May 3,1937, the son of Nick 
and Antonia Stefani uk. Morris received his elemen-

Morris and Mavis Stefaniuk. 

349 

tary schooling at a little one-room country school 
called Drifting River School and his high schooling at 
Ethelbert and Dauphin. 

Mavis Margaret was born September 19, 1937, the 
daughter of Violet and Wilbert Lindsay. Mavis 
received her education at Clearview school, a country 
school in the Gilbert Plains area, and later attended 
Gilbert Plains High School and the Provincial Normal 
School in Winnipeg, from which she graduated in 1957. 

They were married on August 22, 1959 at Mavis's 
home near Gilbert Plains. 

Morris graduated from the Provincial Normal 
School in 1960 and took a teaching position at Rose Lea 
school, north of Elkhorn, near Willen. 

Kathleen Joan was born on November 26, 1960. 
That school consolidated and Morris took a 

teaching position at Purves at the Willowdale school 
for the next two years. 

Denise Colleen was born December 17, 1961 and 
Patricia Lynn was born January 11, 1963. In 1963 
Morris started teaching at Roseneath, and the family 
moved to Rapid City. They lived in the house belonging 
to Mr. H. Trott and later purchased the house and 
property. Morris attended Brandon University and in 
1973 he obtained a Bachelor of Science degree. On 
August 27, 1964, Mavis and Morris's fourth daughter 
Donna Michelle was born. 

Morris started teaching in Rapid City Elementary 
school in 1967, when Roseneath school was closed, and 
is still teaching there. He takes an active part in the 
community. At present, he is completing his seventh 
year as councillor, is president and chairman of the 
Museum and Library boards and past secretary
treasurer of the skating rink for twelve years. 

Mavis belongs to the U.C.W. unit 1 and was presi
dent for two years. She is now sec. vice of the main 
U.C.W. 

Kathy is completing her high schooling at Elton and 
has finished her 8th year of piano lessons. She enjoys 
curling during the long winter months. Denise is in the 
11th grade at Elton High and plans to go to university. 
She also curls during the winter and swims in the 
summer. Pat has just entered high school and Donna is 
completing her elementary schooling. Pat has six 
years of piano lessons and Donna is involved in 4H. 
Both girls have several years of figure skating. 

STEWART HISTORY 
James, born April 1950 and Larry, born June 1958, 

sons of Roberta and the late Jack Stewart, moved to 
Rapid City in 1959, from farm south of Rapid City. 

James received his education at Wallace, Rapid Ci
ty, Elton Collegiate and Assiniboine College, 
graduating as a Journey man in Auto Mechanics. In 
1974 he married Mavis La Ferriere, they are living in 
Brandon. 

Larry received his education at Rapid City, Elton 
Collegiate, and at present is attending Brandon 
University. 

Roberta has been employed with Samples Transfer, 
local Post Office and Secretary-treasurer for Town of 
Rapid City. In 1974 she married Leeland Grist, who is 
employed with Canadian Pacific Rail at Minnedosa. 



ELGIN AND NAN STEWART HISTORY - written by 
Nan Stewart 

It seems a real coincidence that Elgin and Nan 
Stewart have settled in the friendly little town of 
Rapid City on their retirement from farming in the 
Oak River district. 

It was in Rapid City that the grandfather John Hall 
Stewart first set foot on Canadian soil to select his 
homestead when he journeyed from Scotland, arriving 
here in 1879. He walked westward from Rapid City, 
finally choosing his farm on the banks of a ravine 
which flows to the Oak River. It is said he tied a red 
handkerchief to a bush, to mark the spot and returned 
to Scotland to bring his wife and family over. They 
were among the very first settlers of this area. Two 
sons were born in Canada and Richard T. the elder of 
the two continued farming the home farm until his 
death in 1953. 

The farm passed to his son Elgin who had been on 
the farm with his father and was farmed by this third 
generation of the Stewarts until they retired to Rapid 
City in 1975. The land is now farmed by Mr. and Mrs. 
Dallas Smith and family. 

Elgin and Nan Stewart enjoyed the farm life to the 
fullest, living through the period when power 
machinery relieved the heavy work on the farm. 

Elgin was especially interested in growing 
registered grain and has received awards on several 
occasions. 

The herd of purebred Shorthorn cattle, grazed on 
the land not in crop production, were of special in
terest to his wife Nan. 

Rapid City is an ideal spot to enjoy the beauty of the 
valley and the friendliness of rural living at the corner 
of 3rd. avenue and 270 highway. 

ST. JOHN FAMILY HISTORY 
In 1817 Philip St. John arrived in Canada from 

County Limerick, Ireland and farmed at Sunderland, 
Ontario with his four sons, Augustus, Julius, William 
and Adam. Adam was "town cop" in Minnedosa before 
his death in 1903 at the age of eighty. 

William (W. B.) started a photographers studio in 
Newdale and later on in Minnedosa where he died in 
1931. W.B. and his wife Margaret had 8 children. One 
son Cecil Lorne died in 1963. He practiced law in 
Minnedosa for fifty-five years. Cecil and his wife 
Elizabeth had four children, Donald, Lorne, Woodrow 
and Peggy. Don St. John still practices law in 
Minnedosa. 

In 1879 Augustus (Gus) brought his wife and three 
sons; Fred, Bert and Lathrop (Late) from Ontario and 
homesteaded north of section nine in Newdale. In 1881 
a son, George, was born. Gus passed away in 1919 at 
the age of seventy-five. Fred operated a jewellery 
store in Minnedosa before his death in 1910 at the age 
of forty-two. Bert was in partnership with Fred, later 
moving to Portage raising a family of three sons and 
one daughter. He died in 1950 at the age of seventy
eight. Late married Christina Waddell (Tina) in 1902 
and they had a daughter Freda who married Jack 
Thompson of Basswood in 1936. They had a son Ronald 
and a daughter Joyce. Late retired to Newdale in 1942 
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and died in 1967 at the age of ninety-three. George 
married Hilda Woodhead in 1911. They had a son Fred 
and a daughter Marie. Fred married Myrile Rose in 
1945 and they had one son Gauvin. Marie married Hugh 
Blackwood in 1938 and they had one daughter Myrna. 
George farmed in the Newdale district until his death 
in 1947, age sixty-six. 

Julius had two sons, Frank and Jim. Frank was 
born May 1,1877. He came from st. Mary's, Ontario to 
Manitoba at the age of two with his parents and 
brother Jim. They settled and farmed in the Raven's 
Glen area. On December 7, 1904 he married Jennie 
Kennedy who came from Kincardinshire, Scotland in 
1903. They moved into the Moline district and had four 
sons and two daughters. Arnold, Earl, Elsie, Gladys, 
William and Wilfred. In 1946 Frank and Jennie moved 
to Minnedosa where they lived until his death in 1957 
and her death in 1969. They were predeceased by their 
son Arnold in 1920 age fourteen. 

Earl farms in the Moline district and resides in 
Minnedosa. 

Elsie married Edward Greer (Ed) on November 
20, 1929. They settled on the D. J. Adamson farm at 
Newdale. In 1934 they moved to the James S1. John 
farm and in 1945 moved to the Charlie Bollman farm. 
In 1970 they retired to Rapid City. Ed and Elsie have 
two sons, Orval and Andy. Orval married Linda 
Kooting and they have three children, Scott, Shannon 
and Darrell. Andy married Karen Henry and they have 
two children, Ward and Wendi. Ed passed away in 1973 
at the age of seventy-four. 

Gladys married Jack Younger. They farmed on 
Section 5 at Newdale. In 1964 they moved to Brandon 
and in 1967 moved to Sidney, British Columbia. They 
had two children; Ida (Mrs. Basil Bollman) of Sidney, 
British Columbia and Arnold of Port Alberni, British 
Columbia. Basil and Ida have two sons, Dean and 
Dale. Arnold and Vicki have a daughter Heidi. Jack 
passed away in 1968. 

William (Bill) married Jamsie Cooper and they 
farm in the Moline district. They have two children, 
Shirley (Mrs. Bob Elliott) and Frank. 

Wilfred married Jean Habdidge and live in Toronto. 
They have two children, Evelyn (Mrs. Tom McCor
mick) and Frank. Tom and Evelyn have a son Ryan. 

Jim St. John married Edith Underhill and farmed 
in the Moline district. They had two sons and a 
daughter, Wellington, Nelson and Evangeline. 
Wellington and Jessie had one daughter Audrey (Mrs. 
Bob Madill) of Calgary. They have two sons, Cory and 
Jeffery. Nelson and Alice have five daughters, Linda 
(Mrs. Bill Ringland), Pat (Mrs. Barry Paddock), 
Grace (Mrs. Scott Wareham), Jane (Mrs. Harvey 
Paddock) and Debbie (Mrs. Bob Younger). Linda and 
Bill have two sons William and Jason. Barry and Pat 
have a daughter Kara Camille. Scott and Grace have a 
daughter Jennifer. Harvey and Jane have twins 
Michael and Michelle. Bob and Debbie have a 
daughter Angela. Evangeline married Donald 
McDonald and lives in Surrey, British Columbia. They 
had one daughter Darlene (Mrs. Frank Nelson). 

Jim S1. John passed away on April 24, 1951 at the 
age of seventy-two. 



Mr. and Mrs. Frank St. John's 50th Anniversary. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank st. John celebrated their 50 an
niversary December 7, 1964 at their home in 
Minnedosa. 

STONE FAMILY HISTORY 
Cooper Stone, publisher and editor of Rapid City's 

weekly newspaper for many years, was born at 
Melbourne, Derbyshire, England, on July 23, 1886, and 
the family later moved to Derby. At the age of 14 he 
delivered bread from house to house in the afternoons 
and evenings. In 1900 he worked as a "glue boy" in the 
bindery department of a large book printing firm for 
two years, then as an apprentice compositor for a 
printing shop for a year. In 1903 he went to work in a 
blacksmith shop for four years. At the age of 20 he 
borrowed money to pay his passage to Canada and 
arrived in Rapid City on April 5, 1907, and obtained 
employment in a blacksmith shop. He was there only a 
short time when he was given the job of repairing the 
broken handle of a printing press and when it was 
learned he had experience in the printing trade was 
offered a job by the editor and accepted. He was also 
night switchboard operator for the Bell Telephone 
Comapny. 

In 1909, from April to December, Mr. Stone worked 
for "The Times" weekly newspaper at Nokomis, 
Saskatchewan, then went back to England for a visit. 
On his return he came back to Rapid City and in 
partnership with Henry Clay, son of the owner Henry 
Clay Clay, took over the Reporter after completing his 
obligations at Nokomis and a year later became the 
sole owner. Shortly after returning to Canada his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Walter Stone, followed him and 
resided in Brandon. Miss Clara Bradley, born October 
21, 1887, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Bradley of 
Derby, accompanied them and at Rapid City on June 
18, 1910, became the bride of Cooper Stone. They had 
two sons, Oswald George, born August 4, 1911, and 
Howard Bradley, born January 31, 1918, who both ap
prenticed in the printing trade with their father. 

In September 1934, during the depression, Os, as he 
is known to most people, left the printing trade and ob
tained work with Gods Lake Gold Mines at their mine 
on Elk Island in Gods Lake, Manitoba. On September 

351 

13, 1936, he married Vivian Charlotte Lietz, who was 
born at Roblin, Manitoba, on May 6, 1913, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Lietz. They resided at Gods Lake 
until the mine closed in 1943 and then moved to Trail, 
British Columbia, where he worked in a fertilizer plant 
and it was there their son Allan Howard was born. On 
returning to Rapid City in the fall of 1946 Os again took 
up printing with his father. 

The Reporter office was originally located west of 
the present Town Office until February 1931 when fire, 
which started in a two-storey building on the corner, at 
that time a cafe, also destroyed the printing office and 
insurance office. Until new equipment and type could 
be purchased and installed in the present office, to the 
south of the old location and which was originally built 
as a residence and office for a doctor, the Reporter 
was printed at the Gazette office in Rivers without 
missing an issue. The Rivers Gazette and Rapid City 
Reporter were amalgamated in January 1954 and the 
paper was printed in Rivers with Graham F. Barker 
and O. G. Stone as publishers, but this arrangement 
did not prove popular with local subscribers and after 
six months the Reporter returned home, but this was 
only for a short period. Os was advised to quit work 
and seek medical attention and in September 1954 the 
paper was sold to R. Earle Gordon, publisher of the 
Minnedosa Tribune, with the option of repurchasing it 
inside of two years. The Reporter again returned to its 
Rapid City office in December 1955 with O. G. Stone as 
publisher and Cooper Stone, who had been editor dur
ing the changes, continued in that position until his 
death on September 17, 1957. Sickness also played its 
part in the Reporter's history - in February 1919 two 
issues were missed during a flu epidemic and four 
issues were missed late in 1968 when the publisher was 
hospitalized. 

During its early years the town had more than one 
weekly and they changed hands numerous times and 
were published under new mastheads until only one 
paper continued. The life of the Rapid City Reporter 
came to a sudden and very unexpected end with the 
final issue on August 26th, 1971, when ill health forced 
publisher O. G. Stone to suspend publication and for 
various reasons he was unable to start the paper up 
again but has continued to do commercial printing. He 
was made an Honorary Life Member of the Manitoba 
Weekly Newspapers Association in 1972. Os was 
bereaved of his life-partner, Vivian, on February 16, 
1977. 

Cooper Stone was interested in most sports, in
cluding curling and golf, and helped promote English 
soccer in the district. He served for a number of years 
on the Town Council as Councillor and Mayor, on the 
School Board as Trustee and Chairman and as 
secretary of the Board of Trade, now Chamber of 
Commerce, and on other organizations. He was a 
member of the Rapid City LO.O.F. Lodge and the Bap
tist Church while it was active here. His wife, Clara, 
passed away August 31, 1961. 

After completing his education at Rapid City and 
Brandon College, Howard Stone assisted his father in 
the Reporter office and was also a projectionist for the 
local picture show held in the upstairs hall of the 
LO.O.F. block. In April 1942 he accepted the position 



on projectionist at the Lyric Theatre in Minnedosa and 
while there worked part time at the Tribune printing 
office to learn the basics of operating a mechanical 
type setting machine. He married Doris Holden of 
Minnedosa, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Holden, 
on December 25, 1943. The film that had been 
scheduled for him to run that night was "Holy 
Matrimony" but was substituted with "I Dood It". 
From July 1945 to February 1946 he worked for the 
Star and Times at Swan River and then joined the Win
nipeg Tribune daily newspaper as a linotype operator 
where he is still employed. Howard and Doris, who 
lost twin sons in infancy at Minnedosa in 1944, have 
two daughters, who also reside in Winnipeg, Barbara 
(Mrs. Jay Demiany) and Elizabeth (Mrs. James 
Ballance) and one granddaughter, Victoria Anne 
Ballance. 

Allan Stone joined the Canadian Armed Forces in 
1969 as a meteorologist and at the present time is 
stationed with the Navy at Victoria, British Columbia, 
after working with the Air Force at Rivers Airport, 
Manitoba, and at Petawawa, Ontario, and with the 
Army at ShiIo, Manitoba. He married Margaret 
Dianne McCutcheon, of Brandon, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert McCutcheon, on May 1st, 1971, and they 
have two children, Michael Allan and Julie Dianne. 

PLAYFAIR STRATFORD 
John Playfair Stratford born in Playflairwille On

tario on Nov. 4, 1876, passed away Sept. 23, 1957; and 
May Ritchie born in Belfast Ireland August 29, 1883, 
passed away July 13, 1956, were married at Crystal 
City, Manitoba July 29, 1903. 

They came by train to Petta piece May 21st, 1918 
with livestock, household furniture and effects and 
moved onto the farm previously owned by Billie 
Graham. The farm was three quarter sections, the 
buildings being located on NE1f4 of 7-13-20. 

Their family consisted of James Ervin aged thir
teen, Frederick Thomas eleven, James Ritchie nine, 
Mary Isabel seven, John Floyd five and Martha Myrtle 
two. Gibson Ritchie was born there June 23, 1919 and 
Margaret Austin Sept. 23, 1925. 

John farmed until 1935 when he retired to Winnipeg 
and left the management of the farm to sons Jim and 
Floyd. He later moved to the Surrey area in B.C. and 
located on a small holding. He and May lived there un
til 1956. At that time May was taken seriously ill and 
passed away in Winnipeg General hospital July 13, 
1956. John was unable to return to B.C. after her death 
and died Sept. 23, 1957. 

The Stratford children all attended Little 
Saskatchewan school and took an active part in the 
Church and community. 

Ervin attended high school for one year in Winnipeg 
before working on the railroad at Pettapiece for a 
short time. He went west to High River and later to 
Calgary where he met and married Edith Warren Jan. 
13, 1938. They have one daughter Sharon. Ervin was 
employed at a Gypsum Plant where he retired as 
Superintendent in 1969. 

Fred left home at sixteen and went east where he 
was employed on the boat docks for several years at 
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Port Arthur (Thunder Bay). He married Hannah 
Franks of that city and they raised three sons. They 
later moved to Winnipeg where he worked for Motor 
Coach until his death at the age of sixty-one. 

Floyd left the farm in 1937 and Jim continued until 
1945 when ill health forced him to leave. He moved to 
Rivers where he entered the Insurance business. He 
continued to manage the farm until he sold it to Gerald 
Shanks in 1963. 

Jim was active in community affairs and was 
Mayor of Rivers for four years. He later purchased a 
farm in the Bradwardine district and is still actively 
engaged in farming with his son Larry. He retired 
from the Insurance business in 1975. 

In 1937 he married Evelyn Pettapiece. They raised 
three daughters and a son, all living in Rivers except 
the youngest daughter who lives at Duncan, B.C. 

Mary finished high school in Rapid City and 
attended Normal school in Brandon. Her first school 
was Willow Grove at yearly salary of $500.00. She later 
taught at McBride school where she met and married 
Harry Northam in June 1937. They had a son and a 
daughter. Mary passed away in 1969 and is buried in 
the Rapid City cemetery. 

Floyd went east after leaving the farm in 1937 and 
began working in the Noranda gold mines in 
Virginiatown, Ontario. He married Margaret McClung 
and they raised two sons. After serving as a Sapper in 
the army overseas he returned to his job in 
Virginia town and now is retired there. 

Myrtle married Gordon Shanks in 1936 and con
tinued to live in the Pettapiece district. They raised 
two sons and three daughters. They retired to Rivers 
in 1973. 

Gibson joined the Airforce in 1940. He graduated as 
Pilot in 1941, was commissioned as Pilot Officer and 
sent overseas the same year. He and his bomber crew 
were lost over the North Sea in May of 1942. 

Margaret attended business college in Winnipeg 
and was employed in a dentist's office. She married 
George Chase in Winnipeg in 1949. They had two sons 
and a daughter and are living in Edmonton, Alberta. 

Though the Stratford family is well spread around 
they have fond memories of the Pettapiece days. 

DANIEL JAMES McLEAN STRUTHERS - Clara 
and Margaret (daughters) 

Dan Struthers was the son of Wm. and Janet 
Struthers of Dumferline, Scotland, the youngest son in 
a family of seven. 

He came to Canada like a good many other young 
lads to seek his fortune. Dad came to Rapid City in 
1902 and took up farming on his brother-in-law's farm 
(now owned by Ray Bayes). The farm belonged to 
John Hamilton, who came from Scotland with Dan. He 
didn't like it here, so he returned to Scotland, leaving 
Dan to work at clearing, breaking and tilling. John 
returned in 1905 accompanied by his wife (Agnes 
Struthers) and two sons. This time the Hamilton fami
ly remained. 

For the next few years, Dan worked for different 
pioneer families. The Jeoffreys, Thomas Tuttles, and 
Sam Dohertys were some of the families he served. He 
also worked at roadbuilding with horses. 



Mr. and Mrs. Dan Struthers. 

On December 30, 1914 he married Dorcas Hales, a 
daughter of an another pioneer family. They had come 
to Rapid City in 1901. Dan and Dorcas were married at 
her home by the Rev. Thomas Neville. They left for a 
honeymoon in Brandon by taxi (two lively horses 
driven by Dick Underhill). 

Upon their return, they lived with the Hamiltons 
until spring. Then they decided to take up a homestead 
east of Scandanavia, in the Norland district. Several of 
the Hales' family were also homesteading in this dis
trict. Grandpa (Henry Hales), John, Nelson and Jim 
Hales and Bob Walker all brothers-in-law had land 
there. 

On July 19, 1915, their first daughter was born, 
Clara Janet. On October 7, 1916 Vera Esther arrived. 
With two young children, Dorcas had her hands full, 
plus doing the chores and herding cattle. These cattle 
could roam for miles, as there were no fences then. 
There were no "day care facilities" either, so Dorcas 
just had to take her toddlers with her, looked after by a 
dog named "Jack". 

In the winter, Dan used to haul logs to Hem
mingson's sawmill. He also sold pork to them. Their 
daughter Clara has vivid recollections of life at the 
sawmill. "It was a great big deal for me, as I used to 
go with Dad. He folded the sleigh up in bunks as they 
were easier to pull, and off we'd go. Mr. and Mrs. Dan 
Graham from Basswood were cooks and it was a big 
affair to sit at those long tables with around 30 men 
eating." 

Margaret Dorothy arrived on July 23, 1922 when we 
were living in the Oberg house. Clara and Vera started 
school at Norland. There were no school buses, we 
walked. In the spring of the year we had to go to school 
by the red bridge as it was called. This detour meant a 
3 or 4 mile walk for two little girls in the primary 
grades. We passed the Harry Bayes' farm. 

In 1923 they moved back to Rapid City. They lived 
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in the Oakleigh district for 2 years. Dan worked for 
Will Hales. In 1925 they moved to the Davidson House 
in Rapid City, where a son was born on Aug. 4, 1926, 
William Henry Fredrick. 

In 1936 they moved to the Ansell house, which had 
been the first Anglican manse. 

After Dan quit farming, he was road boss for the 
building of the west road from town and on No. 27 
highway up the hill from town. 

He also worked in John Hamilton's butcher shop. 
The girls often helped him make sausages, hamburger 
and they learned how to cure meat. 

In 1937, when the cement bridge was built, Dan 
worked on it until ill health caused him to retire. 

At this time, Dorcas carried on working in Pat 
Carr's and Tom Londry's restaurant. She was noted 
for her delicious tarts and pies. 

Dorcas also was an active member in the Legion 
Auxiliary. 

Dan and Dorcas enjoyed their family and 
grandchildren and Dorcas always grew a lovely gar
den. 

Dan passed away in Minnedosa Hospital on July 3, 
1969. 

Dorcas remained in Rapid City until Dr. Said ad
vised against her staying alone. Then she moved and 
stayed with her daughters, Clara and Margaret at 
Basswood. Her last few months were spent in the per
sonal care home in Minnedosa. She passed away 
suddenly on October 15, 1975. Both are buried in Rapid 
City, Cemetery. Their family and grandchildren: 

Clara married Cecil Alexander Trott on Dec. 11, 
1935. Cecil was the youngest son of William Trott of 
Moline. Clara and Cecil have one son: James William 
Cecil born on May 26, 1940. Bill married Doreen Ellen 
Campbell of Eden. They have three children. 

Denise Ellen Trott born Nov. 20, 1964. 
Claire William Trott born March 14, 1966. 
Eileen Audrey Trott born January 14, 1974. 
Clara and Cecil also have a daughter, Irene Mavis 

Janet born on April 5, 1949. She married Marvin Arthur 
Frederickson on April 4, 1970. They live in Edmonton 
where Mavis works at her profession as lab and x-ray 
technician. 

Vera Esther - two boys, Gerald and Bob both are 
married and live in Kelowna, B.C. 

Margaret Dorothy married Albert Nicholl, son of J. 
J. Nicholl of Basswood. They have two girls: Marjorie 
Ann Dorcas was born on July 22, 1944 she has one 
daughter Kimberley Joy and they live in Calgary; 
Donna Darlene was born on June 15,1946. She has two 
girls: Donna Lee and Debbie Lynn. They live in 
Minnedosa. 

William Henry Fredrick married Vannetta Kroft of 
Rapid City on Nov. 17, 1951. They have six children and 
live at Kindersley Sask. Debra Marion born on June 12, 
1953. She marrfed Arnold Holben of Brock, Sask. They 
have two boys: James Arnold Arthur born in 1970 and 
William Gordon born in 1972. Karen Marie born on 
July 5, 1955. She works in Calgary. William Gordon 
James born on April 12, 1958. He works with construc
tion work in Calgary. Shelly Dawn born May 6, 1960. 
Vennessa June born March 21,1962. Sandra Anne born 
Dec. 24, 1963. The three younger girls are still at home. 



KENNETH STUART HISTORY 
Ken Stuart was in his early twenties when he 

moved to the Tremaine district from the Muskoka 
area of Ontario. 

In his teens he worked in bush camps around 
Georgian Bay as well as helping his father on the 
farm. 

When the family came to Manitoba in 1888, he and 
his brother Jim farmed in summer and had a wood 
camp in the Riding Mountains in the winter. In the 
spring logs were floated down the Little Saskatchewan 
River to a saw mill at Rapid City. One year after a 
cloud-burst in the valley, the boom just above the mill 
broke and all the logs were scattered down stream. A 
whole winters work went down river. 

In 1895, Ken married Elizabeth Grant, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. George Grant. This family had come 
from Durham County, England in 1879 with one of the 
Whellam's Colonization parties and homesteaded in 
the Tremaine district. 

Ken Stuart family; back row left to right Jim, Bob, 
Ken Jr., George, Bill; seated Janet, Mary, Mr. and 
Mrs. Stuart, Agnes. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Stuart lived in Rapid City when 
they were first married and then on farms in the dis
trict until 1917 when the family moved to town per
manently. Mr. Stuart operated a livery business for 
several years with the help of his sons. 

In the early 1920's Mr. Stuart was employed by the 
Town of Rapid City for general maintenance. The 
Town owned a fine team of horses which Mr. Stuart 
drove. He gravelled the roads, mowed the grass, built 
sidewalks and flooded the rink in the winter. He also 
rang the town bell four times a day and acted as town 
constable. 

There were eight children in the Stuart family. Five 
boys and three girls. George, Kenneth jr., William, 
James, Robert, Mary, Agnes and Janet. 

George and Ken Jr. were both in the army in the 
First World War. George got double pneumonia at 
Camp Seoul and spent the war years and more in 
hospital in Winnipeg and at Ninette Sanatorium. Ken 
was overseas for about four years. He returned to 
Canada the summer of 1919. 

For a few years the family were all together in 
Rapid City. The sons were all active in sports 
(especially lacrosse) and other community activities. 
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Ken left to join the Winnipeg Fire Department. He 
met and married Lillian Maud Nelson. They resided in 
Winnipeg until Ken's retirement in 1943. They then 
moved to Vermilion Bay, Ontario. They had no 
children. 

James married Mabel Orser and they lived in 
Rapid City for several years. Jimmie ran the skating 
rink in winter and did painting and decorating in the 
summer. They moved to Brandon in the late 1920's 
where they still reside. Their family consists of one 
son Douglas and two daughters, Margaret and Doreen. 

George married Gladys Fontana of Virden and 
went to Victoria to live. They had two daughters, 
Joyce and Shirley. 

Mary worked for several years in Riesberry's 
Store. She travelled for the Designer Fashions Co. for 
a year or more then worked in Regina Trading Co. un
til she married William Madden. They had one son, 
William Jr. who lives in Richmond B.C. 

Robert trained with N. J. Watt at the C.P.R. station 
to be a telegrapher. He worked for the company until 
his retirement in 1970. He married Wilhelmina Hill. 
They had a family of three boys and two girls. Ken, 
Robert, Earl, Eleanor and Dianne. Bob and Willie are 
residing in Souris. 

William worked for many years for the Manitoba 
Telephone System. He married Isabelle Dalgleish. 
They had one son Ian. 

Agnes was handicapped by polio at a very early 
age. She is presently living in the Central Park Lodge 
in Brandon . 

. Janet trained as a teacher and taught at Oakleigh, 
McBride, Fairburn (near Boissevain), Rapid City 
and Thompson schools. She married William Gavin 
Phillips in 1942. Their family history will appear 
separa tely. 

ROBERT STUART HISTORY 
Robert and Wilhelmina Stuart (formerly Hill) lived 

in Rapid City unti11946, where their children, Kenneth, 
Robert Eleanore and Dianne were born and received 
their early schooling. 

In 1946, Robert transferred to Minnedosa and 
worked there unti11958. Their youngest son Earle was 
born in Minnedosa. After Kenneth finished schooling 
he worked for several years. He married Shirley 
Harland and lived in Brandon where their children Lin
da and Kenneth were born. Kenneth returned to Bran
don College where he took his first two years. He 
finished his course at the University of Saskatchewan 
at Saskatoon. He spent a year in Montreal and then 
returned to Calgary where he operates his business. 
Their younger daughter Laura was born there. 

Robert joined the army and served a number of 
years in Ontario. He withdrew from the army and 
attended Queen's UniverSity in Kingston. He taught in 
several areas before his present position at Loyalist 
College in Belleville, Ontario. Robert lives in Picton, 
Ontario with his wife, the former Doris Rush and their 
sons Robbie and Graham. 

Eleanore attended University of Manitoba and 
worked for the Department of Agriculture as home 
economist for a year. She married Monte Morden and 



with their children, Janice, Robert and James live in 
Vernon, British Columbia. 

Dianne took her teacher training at Brandon 
College and taught school in the Brandon area for a 
number of years. She married Craig Emery and with 
their daughters Marcy and Tracy live in Brandon. 

In 1958 Robert transferred to Souris where he 
worked until his retirement. 

Earle finished his schooling in Souris then took a 
course at De Vry Institute in Toronto. He started work 
with C.P. Telecommunications and at present works in 
Kelowna, British Columbia. He lives in Kelowna with 
his wife, formerly Betty Horrocks and their children 
Pamela and Bradley. 

Robert Stuart retired from the C.P.R. in 1970 after 
finishing forty-five years. He continues to make his 
home in Souris. 

THE FREDERICK W. SWANN FAMILY 
Frederick William Swann was born in Norfolk, 

England in 1878 emigrating to Canada in the early 
1900's. Mr. Jim Cheaters' farm at Pipestone, Man. was 
his first place of employment. Here he met Elizabeth 
Hannah Cheaters who was born in Perth, Ontario in 
1882 and arrived in Pipestone in 1905 to keep house for 
her bachelor brother. They were married in Brandon 
in 1906 and moved to Rapid City in 1907 being first 
employed on the Richard Hotham farm west of the 
town. 

For many years Mrs. Swann was afflicted by 
rheumatoid arthritis and was confined to a wheel 

standing left to right; Fred Swann, Beatrice, Mrs. 
Swann, Mrs. Leflar seated. 
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chair. In spite of her difficulties she managed her 
home very well for a long time but finally required the 
aid of a full time assistant. Her husband, daughter and 
son-in-law did all they could to make life easier for 
her. She enjoyed playing bridge and was a sociable 
person when health allowed. She was renowned for her 
cooking skills and always insisted upon doing the 
weekly shopping on Saturday evening. In those days 
the groceries were delivered by horse and small 
wagon the same day as ordered. The delivery boy was 
Joe Menzoski. 

Mrs. Swann died quite suddenly at her home in 
April, 1936. She is buried in Rapid City Cemetery at the 
age of fifty-four years. 

For a time Fred was bookkeeper at Rapid City 
Flour Mill when the late H. W. Harvey was miller. For 
a time he travelled on behalf of the mill selling flour by 
the carload quite successfully. After the mill closed 
down Mr. Swann was employed by Lockhart and 
Birkinshaw and stayed on with Birkinshaw and 
Hotham who operated the same business later. There 
was a period after this when he was unemployed but he 
managed to keep the wolf from the door by buck saw
ing wood. 

In the late 20's he was employed by the T. Eaton 
Creamery in Rapid City when it was managed by Daw
son MacKay. When the business, under different 
management, failed, he found temporary employment 
in the Erickson Creamery. Upon his return home he 
boarded the young Anglican Minister for a few 
months. He was fortunate in obtaining a good position 
with the Gladstone Creamery which lasted until his 
retirement in 1949. He then moved to Brandon to live 
with his daughter Beatrice and son-in-law Kelly where 
he remained until his death in July, 1957. 

His clerical work was extensive in addition to his 
regular work. He was the first secretary of the 
District Memorial Committee in Rapid City; also 
secretary of the Masonic Lodge and the Old Fellow 
Lodge. 

He served as councillor and mayor for three years 
and also as school trustee for a number of years. Dur
ing his earlier years he attended the Baptist Church, 
but later adhered to the Anglican Church. 

Beatrice May Dora, only daughter of Frederick and 
Elizabeth was born in Rapid City on September 30, 
1908. She received her education in Rapid City and 
lived with her parents until her marriage. In the mean
time she worked in the summertime assisting her 
father in the creamery office. She was married to Kel
ly S. Collins in August, 1932. They lived in various 
places including Shoal Lake, Melita and Winnipeg 
were Kelly was a Government cream grader in the 
creameries. Kelly was appointed creamery inspector 
in 1942 and sent to Brandon where they resided until 
Beatrice's death in December, 1959. She is buried 
beside her parents in the family plot at Rapid City. 

WILLIAM SWANN, Sturman Family History - con
tributed by Marjorie (Sturman) Wilson 

William and Louisa Swann came to Canada in 1910, 
settling in the Rapid City district in 1912. They farmed 
the S.E.1f4 7-13-19. 

Mr. Swann spent seven years with the British Army 



and served in Africa during the Boer War. He was also 
a veteran of World War 1. 

Mr. and Mrs. Swann lived in the Wallace district for 
many years before retiring to Rapid City. In 1953 they 
moved to Brandon to reside. 

Mrs. Swann (Louisa) passed away in 1964 and Mr. 
Swann moved to Surrey, British Columbia to live with 
his son Bill. Mr. Swann passed away in 1965. Both are 
interred in Rapid City cemetery. 

Mr. and Mrs. Swann had one son William (Bill). 
Bill came to Rapid City from England in 1914. In 1933 
Bill moved to British Columbia where he worked in a 
shingle milL In 1940 he joined the Royal Canadian 
Navy and served during the war on the North Atlantic 
convoy duty. In 1941 he married Viola Dewhurst. They 
have three sons, Gary, Casey and Bob. Bill and Vi live 
in Surrey, B.C. 

Mrs. Swann (Louisa) had four children by a former 
marriage; Charles, Fred, Edith and Olive Sturman. 
All born in England. 

Charles came to Canada in 1912. In 1923 he moved to 
California where he worked for the Southern Pacific 
Railway until his death in 1926. 

Fred came to Canada in 1912. In 1936 he married 
Edna Moffat and they rented the farm formerly owned 
by Mr. Swann; (N.E.1f4 6-13-19) for a few years. Fred 
and Edna had one daughter Marjorie. In 1945 they 
moved from the farm to Rapid City and Fred worked 
for Brandon Packers until 1960, at which time he 
moved to British Columbia. He was living in Victoria, 
B.C. at the time of his death in 1975. 

Edna ran the Rapid City cafe for a time. She then 
moved to Minnedosa to live. Marjorie received her 
education at Rapid City and worked in the telephone 
office for a few years. She married Arthur Wilson of 
Rapid City in 1959 and they reside in Brandon with 
their four children, Barbara, Douglas, Louise and 
Donald. 

Edith Sturman came to Canada in 1914 and later 
moved from Rapid City to Winnipeg to work. In 1925 
she married Carl Stewart of Winnipeg and they have 
three children, Betty, Eileen and Robert. Edith still 
resides in Winnipeg. 

Olive arrived from England in 1922. After living on 
the farm with her parents for a time, she also moved 
to Winnipeg to work. In 1936 she married Alex Hayson. 
In 1950 they moved to Minneapolis, Minnesota, where 
they still reside. Olive and Alex have no family. 

WM. EDWIN AND ELF RED SWITZER 
Moline was a delightful place to live, with kind and 

friendly people and wonderful neighbors. We moved to 
the Doc Young farm at Moline from the old 
Wolstenholme farm, south of Moline in 1932. 

Those were hard years in the dirty thirties. Rusted 
grain which had to be burned, eggs at .06¢ a dozen and 
cattle prices were poor. We sold a yearling steer for 
$6.00 and bought a copper wash boiler. Many 
memories; come to mind one in particular when a 
cyclonic storm blew up. Elfred took the two little girls, 
Zetta and Mickey (Maxine), to the ice-well, (about six 
feet down at that time), I threw down quilts and fur 
robes, lowered a step ladder, took down a toilet pail, 
two kindergarten chairs, some milk and a snack along 
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with a flashlight and spent about one and a half hours 
on top of the ice blocks while hard working Ted calmly 
sat in the old log barn milking the cows. The wind blew 
the roof off the chicken house. 

Curling was the order of the day in winter and from 
where we lived on the Dr. Young farm, one could hear, 
on a clear night, the bang of the rocks. 

Ted, with a sawing outfit, went from place to place 
sawing wood for the farmers, often as far as ten miles 
away where he stayed over night. There was always a 
butchering to help with in the community and on Sun
day mornings the men and boys of the district went to 
Switzer's where Ted acted as the barber. 

Ted served on the school board as Sec. Treas. for a 
number of years. In those days there was real talent in 
Moline and some fine three-act plays were put on, not 
only at Moline but in other communities as well, we 
drove there by team and sleigh. 

We spent ten happy years at Moline; years of hard 
work but a fine community spirit prevailed. Ted died 
in November, 1959. Elfred, now living in Townview 
Manor, Minnedosa, Man. Zetta Stoughton lives at 
Canoe, B.C. and has a family of five. Mickey Stewart 
died in March, 1973, leaving a family of five. 

ROY AND RUTH TAPP 
Roy is the only son of Elizabeth of Fairview Home 

and the late Albert Tapp, who came to Cardale in 1913. 
Roy was born on the farm formerly owned by 
Wellington St. John. Later they moved south of Moline 
to SW 1fz 32-13-20 and rented from Mr. Fotheringham, 
and looked after by Mr. John Shanks. 

Roy married Ruth McCoy of Sinclair, Manitoba, in 
June 1942, who was employed by Thomas 
Wolstenholme. Ruth is a sister to Lena Matthewson, 
Wilma Hazelwood and Mona Main. Roy and Ruth 
rented the Kirkby farm for a time, now owned by 
Richard Hornibrook. They then bought NW 1/.128-13-20, 
known as the Vise quarter and SW 1/433-13-20 from C. 
Mundell. Prior to this they bought the Fotheringham 
half. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tapp, Sr. took up residence in Bran
don. Roy and Ruth raised three children, the two 
eldest, Betty and Kenneth attended Little 
Saskatchewan, Moline and Rivers schools. Terry 
received his education at Rivers. 

Betty married Bob McLaren Jr. of Rivers and now 
live in Winnipeg. They have two children, Shelley and 
Kelly. Kenneth lives in Winnipeg and Terry lives at 
home. 

DONALD NORMAN TAYLOR FAMILY 
Donald Norman Taylor is the youngest son of the 

late Robert Thomas Taylor and Roberta Catherine 
Taylor (nee Anthony) of Minnedosa. In 1964, he 
married Brenda Fern Downey, youngest daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Downey of Rapid City, now of Bran
don. 

They have four children: Sherri Daune, born at 
Minnedosa in 1965, Thomas Sander, born at Minnedosa 
in 1967, Catherine Fern born at Thompson, in 1971 and 
Stacey DeeAnne born at Minnedosa in 1973. The eldest 
three attend Rapid City Elementary School. 



Don was raised in the Willowgrove district. In 1964, 
he worked for the John Deere Co. in Brandon, as a 
mechanic. In 1965, he went to work for Stephenson 
Motors and then moved to Brown's Implements in 
Minnedosa. In 1969, he travelled to Kettle Rapids in 
Northern Manitoba. In the fall of 1969, he hired onto 
Northern Construction at Pipe Lake, near Thompson. 
In 1972, he went to Hay River, N.W.T. and on up to the 
Beaufort Sea, along the Mackenzie Delta. This was 
where they built the first dredged, man-made island 
for Imperial Oil. 

In 1969 they bought the NW 1f4 of 2-14-19, and in the 
fall of 1972 they bought the E. 1/2 of 28-14-19 and began 
their farming career. They also run a Farm Repair 
Shop in the home yard. 

On their home place, a man named Chapman lived 
there for one summer before Gregor McGregor moved 
onto the farm. A Walker family lived here after the 
McGregors. Then the Lindenberg family moved here 
around 1915 and farmed it until 1972. 

Don is the great-grandson of Thomas Dawson and 
Sara Emma Taylor. T. D. Taylor was a stone mason 
who carried on his trade in the Rapid City, Rivers and 
Minnedosa areas. He lived on the farm called Totanka, 
in the Rapid City district when he came to Canada. 

His son, Robert Sander Taylor, married Ellen 
Lochead and they lived on 22-15-19 near Basswood. 
They later moved to 32-14-18 in the Minnedosa district. 
They had 5 boys and 6 girls. 

Robert (Bert) Thomas Taylor, son of R. S. Taylor, 
was born in the Basswood area and was raised in 
Basswood and Minnedosa areas. He married Roberta 
Catherine Anthony of Minnedosa. They farmed the E. 
liz 18-14-18 in the Willowgrove district. They had three 
boys and six girls. 

MR. AND MRS. CYRUS WARNER TERRY - sub
mitted by their daughter-in-law Grace Terry 

Cyrus Terry was born October 3rd in 1878 at 
Vanacher, Ontario son of Issac Terry and Martha Ann 
Brown. Mrs. Cyrus Terry (Mary Matilda) was born 
March 20, 1874 at Trent Bridge, Ontario, the daughter 
of Hiram Walter Reid and Flora Dafoe. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cyrus Terry were married in June 
1900. Mrs. Terry had previously been married to Allan 
Bailey and she had three children, Allan, James and 
Elizabeth (Mrs. Walter F. Rogers). 

Mr. and Mrs. Terry came west from Ontario in 
1912. They stayed several months in Estevan, where 
their son John was born. They settled on a homestead 
near Bromhead and later at Oungre, Sask. In addition 
to farming Mr. Terry was the local blacksmith. In 1937 
the family moved to Rapid City, after experiencing the 
heartbreak of years of grasshoppers and drought. 
Their children were Oscar, William, Martha (Rogers) 
John, Lillian (Conacher) and Gordon. Mr. and Mrs. 
Terry were kind neighbours and staunch members of 
the Free Methodist Church. Mrs. Terry passed away 
March 12th, 1948 and her husband Cyrus died Dec. 7th 
of the same year. They are buried in the Rapid City 
cemetery. At the time of writing their daughter Mrs. 
Conacher is their only surviving child. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Cyrus Terry, Ronnie Conacher 
(Lillian's son). 

OSCAR TERRY FAMILY HISTORY 
Oscar Terry, the eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. Cyrus 

Terry was born February 4, 1902 at Marmora, Ontario. 
He later moved, as a youth, to the Bromhead, 
Saskatchewan area. He married Alice Foulkes of 
Tribune, Saskatchewan. The Terry's homesteaded 
near Oungre, Saskatchewan and four of their seven 
children were born there. During the depression the 
family moved to a farm west of Rapid City. There, 
three more children were born. 

Alvina Mae Harder, who has one child and lives in 
El Monte, California. 

Leona Eleanor White resides in Calgary. She has 
five children, two are married, and she has one grand
son. 

Dennis Cyrus Terry lives in Brandon. He has four 
children, one married and one grandson. 

Leslie Laverne Terry lives in Brandon, 
James Eldred Terry lives in Brandon and has three 

children. 
Eldon David Terry lives in Brandon and has one 

child. 
Myrna Laura Terry resides in Vancouver. 



Oscar Terry retired from farming in the 60's and 
the family moved to Brandon. Oscar passed away in 
1973 and Mrs. Terry still resides in Brandon. 

WILLIAM EDGAR TERRY AND MRS. HAROLD 
(JESSIE TERRY) TANNER 

I was born Justina (Jessie) Unrau July 23, 1915 at 
Altona, Manitoba. I came to Rapid City looking for 
work in 1932 and stayed with my brother-in-law and 
sister Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Reage. 

Mrs. Ben Christie Sr. and Mrs. A. Burr, who are 
presently living in the Legion Gardens in Rapid City, 
are two former employers of mine, and kind women 
they were to me. 

In 1938 I met William Edgar Terry, and we were 
married in Brandon October 19th of the same year. 

William was born September 14th, 1904 in Mar
mora, Ont. and at the age of 7 years he accompanied 
his parents Mr. and Mrs. Cyrus Terry, west (1912) 
where they homesteaded near Oungre, Sask. The fami
ly left Sask. in the dirty 30's and settled in the Rapid 
City district. 

William and I farmed two miles west of town for a 
number of years, and in 1941 we adopted our daughter 
Marion Jean. 

In 1948 we sold the farm and moved into town, then 
in 1951 we decided to move to Brandon. I worked as a 
nurses aide at the General Hospital and William 
worked at various jobs until his health failed. In 1960 
our daughter Marion married John Van Kommer of 
Carberry. John was born in the Netherlands. 

William and I celebrated our 25th anniversary in 
Oct. 1963, and he passed away suddenly Dec. 29th that 
same year. He is buried in the cemetery at Rapid City. 

On Sept. 11th 1965 I remarried, Harold Tanner from 
Lucknow, Onto We lived in Ontario for 5 years, then we 
moved to Calgary to be near our daughter and son-in
law. We enjoy our grandchildren Holly, Buddy and 
Sheri Lynn. Life has been good to us, and we are now 
retired senior citizens. 

GORDON TERRY 
Gordon W. Terry married Thelma McFarlin, 

November 8,1945. We farmed west of town untH1952, 
moving to Rapid City as Gordon had started working 
with Manitoba Good Roads Association. We had three 
daughters, Vivian, Lorna and Lynda. Gordon passed 
away July 15, 1957. 

I was fortunate to be able to get work in town and 
started work in the office of the creamery. I worked 
there until 1964. At that time, Mr. Arthur Dennis 
retired and I succeeded him as Secretary-Treasurer of 
the Municipality of Saskatchewan. 

The girls received their education in Rapid City and 
were active in C.G.LT., choir and 4H. 

Vivian married Dennis Bolton August 1,1964. There 
are two children Darcy and Jacqueline. Vivian has just 
completed a course as Provincial Dental Assistant and 
is to be stationed in Carman. 

Lorna worked for two years in the Royal Bank in 
Rapid City. She married David Smart of Chater in 
1969. They have a daughter Tanya Faye. David was 
killed while on Search and Rescue in the North West 
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Territories November 2, 1971. Lorna and Tanya live in 
Brandon where Lorna manages a store. 

Lynda worked in Brandon at Feed Rite Mill for a 
year, moving to Regina in 1971. She has just graduated 
in Business Administration at the University, and 
works for the provincial government in the Social Ser
vices Department. 

JOHN AND GRACE TERRY 
John Wesley Terry was born August 22, 1912, at 

Estevan, Sask. the fourth child of Mr. and Mrs. Cyrus 
W. Terry. John lived in Sask. near the village of 
Oungre. In 1937 at the height of the depression, and 
after enduring several years of dust storms and 
drought, the entire family moved to Rapid City to start 
a new life. John worked for farmers, Bert Westwood, 
Addison Garbutt and Ross Underhill, and often spoke 
of Mrs. Bert Westwood's kindness to his mother. 

I, Marion Grace Terry, the eldest child of Frank 
and Laura Hyndman, was born November 13, 1920, at 
the farm home of my great Aunt and Uncle Mr. and 
Mrs. Robt. Gill, at Oak River. My first year of school
ing was at Marland and Poplar Grove schools, then the 
family moved to Rapid City. I completed High School 
here. The lean years were happy years in our home. I 
often baby sat for twenty-five cents a day. I actually 
received Ten cents for minding three small children, 
while their parents made the long trip to Brandon. 

John and I met in the fall of 1937, and we were 
married January 7, 1940 in the United Church manse 
at Oak River by Dr. Hartley Harland, and we had the 
wedding supper in Freddy Waldon's Cafe. 

Our son Lyle John was born at the Brandon General 
Hospital March 29, 1941, and our daughter Gwendolyn 
Lucille (Penny) arrived at home November 11, 1943. 

Lyle graduated from High School in 1958, and 
worked a year for both C.P.H. and C.N.H. and then he 
was employed with the Manitoba Good Roads. 

Lyle was accidently killed in a car accident March 
20, 1965, returning home from curling at C.F.B. 
Rivers. During his lifetime our son was keenly in
terested in sports, particularly hard ball, hockey and 
curling. We have donated a trophy to the Rapid City 
Curling Club, for the annual bonspiel, in order to 
perpetuate his memory. This is known as the "Lyle 
Terry Memorial". 

Gwen received her schooling in Rapid City, and she 
was a member of 4H, C.G.LT. and Church Choir. For 
four years she was employed as a Nurses' Aid at 
Hamiota Hospital and a year at the Winnipeg Health 
Centre. On September 4, 1965 Gwen married Ronald 
Scott Buckingham. The ceremony was performed by 
Rev. G. G. Harris. Ron is the eldest son of John and 
Betty Buckingham of Sarnia, Ont. He was born August 
10, 1941 in Montreal, Quebec. Since their marriage 
they have resided at C.F.B. Rivers, Trenton Ont. and 
are presently stationed at Cold Lake, Alberta. Their 
four children, my dear grandchildren are Joan Leslie 
(Joanie), Lyle Kenneth, Julie Lyn, and Ian James. The 
children were each brought back to Rapid City to be 
baptized by Rev. G. G. Harris, the baby Ian James be
ing baptized on Rev. Harris' 92 birthday, August, 1976. 

My husband was planning on an early retirement 
from thirty years employment with the C.N.H., when 



he was suddenly stricken and died Apri110, 1976 of a 
cerebral hemorrhage and he is buried near our son in 
the Rapid City Cemetery. John enjoyed music, garden
ing and he was a friendly man who especially liked 
children. For many years he was affectionately called 
Uncle Terry by neighborhood youngsters. 

I continue to live in Rapid City, near my parents 
and keep fairly busy with community activities, with 
special interest in Man. Heart Foundation and Red 
Cross. I am a member of the Legion Ladies Auxiliary, 
Agricultural Society and the Museum Board. For the 
past six years I have been the correspondent for the 
Minnedosa Tribune and the Rivers Gazette Reporter. I 
am grateful for my family and friends, and am con
vinced that there is no place like home and Rapid City. 

LAURIER THIERRY 1933-45 
In the summer of 1933, Laurier Thierry of Glen 

Ewen, Sasktachewan rented Mrs. Rose Trott's farm in 
the Weir district. Laurier, along with five men trekked 
180 miles across country with stock and farm 
machinery. His wife Jennie and two children came by 
train. After experiencing four years of drought and 
grasshopper infestation in Sasktachewan, it was a real 
pleasure to thresh Mrs. Trott's crop that fall. Except 
for the rust year of 1935, good crops followed. 

Three of the four children Blain, Shirley, Marlene 
and Donna attended the Weir school until the spring of 
1945 when Laurier bought the Frank Dickie farm in 
Cadurcis district and the family moved from the Weir 
district. 

B. B. TINGLEY 
Mr. B. Tingley came to Rapid City from New 

Brunswick in 1879. His wife Margaret Parker came 
from the North of England the same year. Her mother 
married Mr. Walton, they lived on the farm now owned 
by Victor Cornish. The grave of Mr. Walton is still 
there. Mrs. Tingley's brother was Tom Parker, a life 
time resident of Rapid City. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tingley, with their family of eight, 
moved to Grenfell, Sask. in 1917. Their son, Roy still 
farms in that district. 

R. L. TINKESS HISTORY 
Being relative newcomers to the Rapid City area 

we feel it is a privilege to be able to contribute our 
family story to the History of Rapid City. 

Robert Lyle Tinkess was born in Regina, 
Saskatchewan, where he completed high school, then 
onto Saskatoon to the University of Saskatchean for a 
RSc. in Mechanical Engineering. His first job was 
with the Saskatchewan Government in Lloydminster, 
Saskatchewan where he married Karitas Barbara Van 
Norman on September 4, 1954. 

Kay was born at Decker, Manitoba where her 
parents farmed. She went to school at Ethel, Decker 
and Hamiota schools and business college in Lloyd
minster, Alberta. After completing a secretarial 
course she worked for Husky Oil & Refining Ltd. 

Bob and Kay were transferred to Swift Current, 
where Barbara Jane was born on August 31,1955. They 
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moved back to Lloydminster then to Brantford, On
tario where Bob worked for Cockshutt Farm Equip
ment. On June 4, 1957 Robert Frederick was born and 
on October 21, 1958 Carrie Lorraine. We moved to 
Niagara Falls where Bob worked for Cyanamid of 
Canada until 1964 when we decided we were 
westerners at heart and moved to Edmonton, Alberta 
to work for Chemcell. Van Norman was born on March 
2, 1965. After a year in Calgary we moved to Brandon 
when Simp lot Chemicals were just beginning construc
tion of their plant. John Peter was born on March 27, 
1967. 

In January 1972 we moved onto a farm in the 
Roseneath area and spent the next three years fixing 
up an old abandoned house and farm while Bob con
tinued to work at Simp lot. At this time we decided to 
try full time farming and bought the Doug Blake farm 
to which we moved in November, 1975. 

At present our oldest daughter, Barbara is living in 
Winnipeg, where her husband Allan Sturko is working 
toward a PhD. in Agriculture at the University of 
Manitoba. They have two daughters, Andrea Jane and 
Elenore Kay. Son Bob is attending Assiniboine College 
in Brandon taking Auto Mechanics and also working as 
a cook at the The Red Oak Inn. Carrie lives in Bran
don, working at present at the Chalet. Van and John at
tend school in Rapid City. 

We are happy at home on the prairies and find rural 
life very enjoyable and rewarding. 

JAMES TODD 
James Todd is one of the widely known pioneers of 

Crandall, where he has resided for practically thirty
five years, during the greater portion of which time he 
has been identified with the commercial interests of 
the district. A native of the province of Ontario, his 
birth occurred at Fergus on the 10th of March, 1859, his 
parents being David and Sarah (McKay) Todd. They 
were born and reared in Scotland, but in early life they 
came to America and were among the first settlers in 
Fergus, where the father, who was a machinist, 
followed his trade during the remainder of his active 
years. He passed away in 1897 at the age of sixty-seven 
years and was buried in the Fergus cemetery. The 
mother, however, who was seventy-eight at the time of 
her death, which occurred in 1910, was laid to rest in 
the Belmore cemetery. 

The boyhood and early youth of James Todd wer.e 
very similar in every respect to those of all pioneer 
lads In the acquirement of an education he attended 
the common schools of Salem, Ontario, until he was a 
lad of fourteen years, when he laid aside his text
books and became self supporting. During the 
succeeding five years he worked for various farmers 
in that section of the province, thus becoming 
thoroughly familiar with the duties of the agriculturist 
and qualifying himself to operate a place of his own. 
Believing that the west afforded better opportunities 
to enterprising young men he came to Manitoba in 
1878. Soon after his arrival here he filed on a 
homestead in the vicinity of Rapid City, and for four 
years thereafter gave his unqualified attention to its 
improvement and cultivation. In 1882 he withdrew 
from farming and going to Rapid City went into the 



grocery and flour business, which he successfully 
followed for two years. At the expiration of that time 
he went to the Rocky Mountains and engaged in the 
restaurant business, following the Canadian Pacific 
Railroad Company as they extended their system 
westward. In 1886 he returned to his homestead and 
resumed his agricultural pursuits, which he followed 
for four years. His next removal was to Oak River, 
where he established a general store, continuing in this 
business at that point for twelve years. As he directed 
his undertaking in a capable and energetic manner he 
met with more than an average degree of success, and 
subsequently extended the scope of his activities by es
tablishing a branch store in CrandalL In1902 Mr. Todd 
had the misfortune to be burned out at Oak River, thus 
sustaining a loss of fifteen thousand dollars, and im
mediately thereafter he removed to Crandall and has 
ever since devoted his energies exclusively to the 
development of his business interests at this point. 

In Rapid City on the 9th of April, 1879, Mr. Todd was 
married to Miss Annie Burland, a daughter of B. and 
Hannah Burland, early settlers of Rapid City, where 
they both passed away. To Mr. and Mrs. Todd were 
born nine children: Maggie, who passed away at Vic
toria, British Columbia, in 1910, at the age of twenty 
years, and is buried in Crandall; Evelyn, the wife of 
Percy Bond, who is engaged in the real estate business 
at Calgary, Alberta; George, who is managing his 
father's business; Bertha, who married A. Adams, 
junior partner of the firm of Bond & Adams, real
estate dealers at No. 812 Second Street, Calgary; 
David, who is proving up on a homestead at Clancy, 
Saskatchewan; Annie, who married Harold Shier, a 
farmer near Hamiota; Ida, who is keeping house for 
the family, and, Myrtle and Olive, who are attending 
school. The wife and mother passed away on the 24th 
of June, 1912, at the age of fifty-three years, and was 
laid to rest in the family lot in the Crandall cemetery. 

WILLIAM TODD 
William and James Todd natives of Fergus, Ont., 

arrived in Rapid City late in April 1878 from their 
home in Elora, Ontario. They came via rail to St. Paul 
and Fishers Landing on the Red River where they 
boarded a steam boat for the trip down river to Win
nipeg. They walked to Portage la Prairie where a man 
with a team of horses going to Rapid City gave them a 
ride. 

William was 21 and James 19 years old and they 
hoped to locate homesteads near Rapid City. 

Soon after their arrival they set out up the Little 
Saskatchewan River towards Tanners Crossing look
ing for their homesteads. A spring snowstorm forced 
them to return to Rapid City tired and hungry. Mrs. 
Basler made hotcakes for them and they consumed 
them as fast as they were made. It seems that the 
brothers boarded with Mrs. Basler during their early 
days in Rapid City, they were close friends over the 
years. 

During the first winter the young homesteaders cut 
logs near the Riding Mountains which were floated 
down the Little Saskatchewan in the spring to be used 
for buildings on their homesteads. A humorous inci
dent occurred with the logs at Rapid City, Mr. Basler 
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Sr. was walking on the logs, he called to his son Gus 
"Gus you do as 1 do" he then fell into the river. 

Thomas Todd came to Rapid City to join his 
brothers in the spring of 1881 coming up the 
Assiniboine river in a flatbottom steamer. At this time 
the C.P.R. was being built rapidly from Portage la 
Prairie to Brandon. When he arrived at Grand Valley 
near Brandon he was asked to deliver a cow to Rapid 
City which he led over the prairie trail a distance of 
about 25 miles. 

Thomas Todd took out a homestead at Plum Creek 
about 3 miles west of Souris where he remained until 
his retirement to Brandon. 

The Todd brothers took part with the other 
residents of Rapid City in erecting an arch to welcome 
a visit from the Marquis of Lorne, Governor General 
of Canada, which took place in August 1881. 

In the early spring of 1885 William Todd and friend 
Charlie McQuinn left Rapid City for the North West 
Rebellion. They were hired along with their teams to 
transport supplies from Qu' Appelle to Battleford for 
Colonel Otter's brigade. They returned home later in 
the summer and by all accounts enjoyed the ex
perience. 

In the fall William Todd left for a visit to the family 
home in Elora, taking the first passenger train to 
eastern Canada on the newly completed C.P.R., at that 
time Ottawa was the nearest connecting point with 
lines to Western Ontario. Mr. W. W. Ogilvie of Mon
treal was a passenger on the same train, he had been 
up to Winnipeg to visit his milling operations in 
Manitoba. After spending the winter in Elora William 
Todd returned to Rapid City in the spring of 1886 com
ing by way of Owen Sound where he boarded the 
C.P.R. lake steamer for Port Arthur where he took the 
train for the west. 

William Todd and a partner ran a hardware 
business for a few years. James Todd also ran a store 
in Rapid City. 

Mrs. Robert Todd, widowed mother, Scottish born 
and Gaelic speaking arrived with the younger 
members of the family to make their home with the 
eldest son William in Rapid City. Sarah Jane married 
Charles Clackson who ran a Watchmaker and Jeweller 
shop in Rapid City, then later moved to Cypress River 
and then to Winnipeg. Mrs. Todd Sr. also left to reside 
with them. The only son David resides in the Van
couver area. 

John and Emma Todd left Rapid City after a short 
time to make their home with Thomas Todd in Souris. 
Emma married a Mr. Winter and resides at Hartney. 

In December 1891 Wm. Todd and Tom McKellar 
left on the first train to Hamiota, with them was 
lumber to build a livery barn. This thriving business 
was carried on for many years, later Tom McKellar 
sold his share to James Norton and took up farming in 
the Rivers district. 

The Great West Railway which ran from Chater to 
Hamiota was built in 1890 but litigation and a money 
shortage delayed its operation for over a year. During 
the first winter of operation they had to close down as 
they did not have enough locomotive power to clear the 
heavy snow. 

The grain buyers in Oak River and Hamiota ran out 



of money to pay the farmers for their grain. Wm. Todd 
was sent to Chater to pick up $30,000 to be delivered to 
the grain buyers at these points. During the trip back 
he had dinner at Rapid City leaving the money in the 
cutter. 

JAMES TODD 
James Todd came from Ontario to homestead south 

of Rapid City in 1879. He was one of ten children of Mr. 
and Mrs. William Todd. He married Katie Odger in 
1882. They farmed in the Whitewater district for two 
years and returned to Rapid City where Mr. Todd took 
up the building trade. The home he built over 75 years 
ago is still in use and now occupied by the L. W. Ber
trand family. He built many homes and stores. The 
last house was built for Mrs. Irene Petta piece when he 
was 85 years. He built Rivers' first store for a Mr. 
Thompson in the late 1890's. The family was always in
terested in sports, especially baseball and curling. Mr. 
Todd was on the Town Council for a number of years 
and a member of the Foresters Lodge. Mrs. Todd was 
an active member of the United Church. Mr. and Mrs. 
Todd are buried in the Rapid City cemetery. They had 
a family of ten children; Mrs. Oliver Stanley (Jennie), 
Brandon, passed away 1977; Roy, Kelowna, 
(deceased); Mrs. Wm. Ward, Saskatoon, (deceased); 
Earl, Winnipeg; Mrs. Hugh Brown, (Reta), Oshawa; 
Mrs. E. G. Hipwell (Phyllis)' Neepawa; Mrs. Wm. 
Parker (Vivian), Brandon; Mrs. Harold Young, 
(Violet), Winnipeg; Mrs. Wm. Kay (Florence), Kam
loops and Jimmie who died at the age of 24 years. 

GEORGE TOPP FAMILY 
George Topp came to Canada from Scotland in 1914. 

In 1920 he returned to Scotland to be married. He and 
his wife Christine came to Rapid City in 1920. They 
lived in town for a while before taking up farming. 

George served in the 16th. platoon No. 226 Bat
talion. They raised a family of six: George, Bob, Jack, 
Doug, Gertie and Jean. They have thirteen 
grandchildren and the family all reside in Winnipeg ex
cept Bob, who lives in Brandon. 

Mr. and Mrs. Topp retired in 1947 and took up 
residence in Brandon. 

WILLIAM TROTT - by Mrs. Cecil Trott 
William Trott came west from Forest, Ontario in 

1881. He was only 16 years of age at the time. As the 
railway was being built from Portage to Brandon, he 
stopped and worked on the crew for awhile. 

He left behind four brothers and his parents in On
tario. An only sister (Mary), Mrs. George Underhill 
and another brother, Tom Trott, were already out 
here. They had taken up homesteads in the Moline dis
trict. Tom Trott is the father of Jack Trott, Margaret 
Stephenson, Mary Soldan, Mildred Ellison. Then after 
a few years two more brothers came west: Joe Trott, 
father of Lester, Bella, Viola, Clarence; Henry Trott, 
father of Vera, Grace and Wilbur also came and 
bought farms. Two brothers were left in Ontario. They 
were John, who never married, and remained on the 
home place in Forest, Ontario and Jim, who went to 
Muskegon, Michigan. He married and had one 
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daughter Vera, who married Art Burgess of Sarnia, 
Ontario. They had one daughter, Margaret. 

William Trott homesteaded SW 1f4 34-14-20, known 
as the Sharp farm. He remained there for a few years 
and then went north to the Mount Calm district north 
of Newdale and got another homestead SW 1f4 4-17-20. 
While living there, he helped to build Mount Calm 
school and served as trustee. He took logs to the saw
mill. These were made into lumber for erecting the 
building. While living there, he married Anna Eliza 
Alexander on Nov. 22, 1888 at Newdale by the Rev. F. 
A. August. While living there several of their nine 
children were born. 

John Alexander, born Dec. 22, 1889. Died June 6, 
1890. 

James Franklin, born Nov. 23, 1890, died same day. 
Mabel Gertrude, born Oct. 23, 1891. 
Lawrence Wesley, born Aug. 1, 1893. 

From this homestead they moved to SE 1f4 21-17-20. 
Three more children were born there: 

William Stanley Witfield, born April 23, 1895. 
Anna Mary Trott, born Aug. 4, 1897. 
Clifton Withrow, born Jan. 19, 1899, died Mar. 7, 

1899. 
Law. Trott remembers quite well living on this 

place. His father built their own house and other 
buildings out of logs he cut down and hewed with a 
broad axe himself, a job one had to have great skill. He 
flattened and shaped the logs to lie flat and dove-tailed 
them together at the corners. 

While, living at Mount Calm a few of their 
neighbours were Bill Hampton, Jim Greenway, 
William Alexander, R. Welbourne and Louis Davies. 

William Trott family. 

Wm. Trott sold this farm to Mr. Ed Ward and 
moved back to the Moline district in 1901. They farmed 
the east half of 33-14-20. He built all the buildings there 
too. The east part of the house is the original and the 
west side was finished in 1916. The house and barn are 
still standing and used by the present owner. 

Here, the last two of William and Anna Trott's nine 
children were born: 

Alice Pearl, born Sept. 24, 1906. 



Cecil Alexander, born June 27, 1908. 
While Pearl and Cecil were quite young their 

mother who had been in ill health for quite some time, 
passed away. She died on Jan. 14, 1913. She was just 
passed her 41st birthday as she was born on Nov. 22, 
1872. After the death of the mother, Mabel Trott, cared 
for the home for awhile. Wm. Trott also had hired 
help. 

William Trott was active in community affairs. He 
served as councillor in Saskatchewan municipality and 
also served on the Wier school board. 

The Trott home for years was a boarding place for 
many teachers who taught at Wier school. 

The old Rapid City road went through the Trott 
farm and headed across country to Rapid City. 

The William Trott family history is as follows: 
The first two children died in infancy. 
Mabel Gertrude married Thomas Swordy of Kelow

na, B.C. in July of 1918. Their children were: Elvin, 
Pearl, Helen. 

Lawrence Wesley married Lillian Hales on January 
9, 1918. They enjoy good health and are living in 
Minnedosa. Their children are Howard and Wesley. 
(Donald) 

William Stanley Witfield never married. He died 
April 8, 1973. 

Anna Mary married Archie Watson on December 
26, 1926. They lived in Detroit, Michigan. Their 
children are: Marjorie and James. 

Clifton Withrow was born on January 19, 1899. He 
died March 7, 1899. 

Alice Pearl married Victor Hampton in 1926 and 
lives at Newdale. Their children are: Mildred and Vic
tor. 

Cecil Alexander married Clara Struthers on 
December 11, 1935. Their children are James and 
Irene. 

William Trott lived for 13 years after the death of 
his wife. He died in his 63rd year on January 9, 1926. 

Stanley and Cecil batched for two years. Stanley 
then bought the W1Jz of 34-14-20. 

Lawrence Trott's family moved back home in 1928 
and worked the land until it was sold to Marvin Mar
cischuk. 

JOHN TROTT, 1886-1968 
Jack Trott was born on the family homestead, N.E. 

22-14-20, on February 18, 1886, the only son of Thomas 
and Jane Trott. He was one of the first white babies 
born in the Moline district. He grew up on his father's 
homestead and attended the first Moline school. For 17 
harvests, he was employed on the threshing outfit of 
Conrad Soldan. 

On January 12, 1918, he joined the Army and 
trained in Brandon, Man. On August 3, 1918, he 
married Tilley Galloway of the Moline district. Then 
in January, 1919, he received his discharge from the 
Army and they began farming on various farms in the 
Moline and Rapid City district. 

They raised a daughter and one son. Edna, now 
Mrs. George Cooper, of Minnedosa. They have four 
sons. Alvin, now resides in Saskatoon, Sask. and has 
three sons. 

In 1954, Jack and Tilley moved into Minnedosa, 
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Man. Jack died in October, 1968, at the age of 82 years. 
Tilley still resides in Minnedosa. 

HENRY A. TROTT 
Henry Albert Trott was born in Forest, Ontario on 

December 8, 1869. He came from Forest with his 
brother, Joseph, in 1890 to help his oldest brother, 
Thomas, on his farm at Moline. They broke and 
worked N.E. 22-14-20 with oxen. Henry worked for a 
short time on a farm near Souris, Manitoba and 
worked in the bush in the winters. In 1898 he bought 
N.W. 28-14-20 at Moline and started farming on his 
own. 

Henry Trott married Rose Elsa Sampson. Rose had 
come to Rapid City with her parents in 1890. The 
Sampsons did not stay any longer than two years in 
Rapid City, then moved on to Greenway, Manitoba. 
Rose later returned to Moline to work for Thomas 
Trott. Henry and Rose were married on October 24, 
1900 in Greenway and returned to Moline to take up 
farming. 

Left to right, Mrs. John Lean, Mrs. Henry Trott, 
Mrs. MacDougall. 

Henry was a member of the Moline Co-op store and 
on March 25, 1920 he joined the LO.O.F. No. 18 Lodge. 
After suffering a stroke he died on November 9,1932. 

Rose Trott farmed for one more year. Then in the 
fall of 1933 she sold her livestock and machinery, 
rented the farm to W. L. Thierry and moved to Rapid 



City with her two daughters, Vera and Grace, and one 
son, Wilbur. Mrs. Trott died on January 2, 1957. 

Wilbur served overseas in the army from 1941-45. 
After the war he took over the home farm. 

Vera married John Fearnley on February 1, 1949. 
They have three sons, Albert, Tom and Jim and one 
daughter, Margaret. Albert married Sally Birkinshaw 
on July 21, 1973. They have one daughter Michelle, and 
one son Robert. Tom worked as a grain buyer for 
Cargill Grain Co. at Turnin, Alberta. Jim farms the E. 
half of 26-13-20. 

Grace married Malcolm Sibbald on June 18, 1941. 
They raised three daughters, Myrna, Marilyn and 
Evelyn. Grace passed away March 17, 1968. Myrna 
married Kenneth Bayes on February 15, 1964. They 
have three sons, Kevin, Steven and Robyn. Marilyn 
married Harvey Simpson on October 26, 1968. They 
have one son, Marc, and one daughter, Lisa. Harvand 
Marilyn farm at Roblin, Manitoba. Evelyn married 
Barry Finlay on June 13, 1970. They have two sons, 
Trevor and Christopher. Barry and Evelyn are at the 
present time residing in Orleans, Ontario. 

JOSEPH TROTT HISTORY - submitted by Bill and 
Bella Hazelwood 

My Father, Joseph Trott, came to the Moline dis
trict from Ontario about 1879 and took up farming on a 
quarter section of 28-14-20 and later on 21-14-20. There 
were no buildings on the place, where a family by the 
name of Carr had tried to homestead, and left. Dad 
built a small log house at that time and later added on 
more. In 1909, he built the house that stands there yet. 
There were no conveniences and everything was very 
hard going. 

My Dad married Mary La Vina Prout and to them 
was born a family of four: Lester, Bella, Viola and 
Clarence. Lester joined the Army in the First World 
War and got as far as England when the war ended. 
After he came back, Mother and Dad rented the farm 
to Lester, and Bill Hazelwood in 1920. They moved to 
Rapid City. They both passed away in 1924. 

Lester kept farming the home place until 1928, then 
decided to go into garage work in Rivers, Man. Bill 
and I bought the farm. Lester married and went to 
Lumsden, Sask. to live. He passed away in Oct. 1976. 
Clarence lives in Moose Jaw, Sask. Viola, Mrs. Wm. 
White, lives in Winnipeg, Man. Viola, worked in 
Eaton's at Winnipeg, as a stenographer, until she 
married. 

Clarence was quite young when Mother and Dad 
died, so he lived with us for a time. Later, he went 
farming on his own for a short time, then went to Win
nipeg and later joined the navy in the Second World 
War. When he returned, he married and lived in Win
nipeg. Later he moved to Moose Jaw. 

THOMAS AND SALLY TURNER 
Tom Turner son of Mr. and Mrs. Ed Turner of 

Clanwilliam, Manitoba graduated from the University 
of Manitoba in 1927 as an honor student in pharmacy. 
He married Sally Johnson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. 
Johnson of Vancouver in 1935. They lived in Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan and Edmonton, Alberta before coming 
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to Rapid City in 1948 to take over the residence and 
drug store formerly owned by Mr. M. A. Anderson. 
Tom was active in Community affairs being represen
tative on the lVIinnedosa Hospital Board and The 
Neepawa Health Unit. He served on the Town Council 
and was Mayor of Rapid City 1965-1968. 

Their only daughter Jane received her schooling at 
Rapid City and at present is employed at Edmonton, 
Alberta. 

Tom passed away in 1969 and is laid to rest in the 
family plot in the Minnedosa Cemetery. 

Sally is an active worker in the st. Thomas' W.A. 
and still makes her home in Rapid City. . 

TURRIFF F AMIL Y contributed by Edward Turriff 
Malcolm Turriff was one of Rapid City's earliest 

settlers, coming from Little Metis, Quebec in the 
1870's. He was accompanied by a cousin, the late 
Senator J. G. Turriff who continued on to the Arcola 
District in Saskatchewan. He was a pioneer real estate 
agent of the Little Saskatchewan Valley, clerk of the 
Municipality of Saskatchewan, auctioneer, and in
surance agent for several years before his death in 
1917. 

In 1881 he married Ellen Henry, who came to Oak 
River from Ontario with the Henry family in a Red 
River Cart. She died in 1940. A family of nine children 
were born in a log house near the sight of the former 
Creamery. We eventually moved to a six bedroom 
brick house on a hill directly east of it which is now 
demolished. The lot is now occupied by Norman 
Haslen. 

William (deceased) worked for the C.N.R. 
Transcona. He married Emma Dunneman, Rapid Ci
ty. They had four children: Lorne of Vancouver; Nor
ma, Stanley and Erma St. Marie live in Transcona. 
Their mother is still living in Transcona, age ninety
six. 

Alex (deceased) left Rapid City for Chicago. He 
was salesman for Swift and Co. and then worked with 
Imperial Oil in British Columbia. 

Effie (deceased) married R. J. McKay who worked 
for the C.P.R. in Minnedosa. They had one daughter 
Erma, Mrs. Eric Wright, Toronto, Ontario. 

Gillis (deceased) worked for C.N.R. in Transcona. 
He married Pearl Forsythe of Rapid City, twin sister 
of Ruby Simpson. He was wounded in World War One. 
They have one son Bruce of Gimli, Manitoba. 

Stanley (deceased) worked in Minnedosa for a 
time. He was a member of hockey and lacrosse teams. 
He owned a store in Asquith, Saskatchewan and 
retired to Oak River and died in Hamiota Hospital in 
1961. 

Twins, Malcolm and Wallace, were known as 'Bibs' 
and 'Lits' because of their size big and little. 

Malcolm (Bibs) married Louise Carrick of Rapid 
City. They had one son, John of Vancouver, and one 
daughter Vera Spier, Transcona. He was wounded in 
World War One. He is a life member of the Manitoba 
Curling Club and is now retired from the Winnipeg 
Hydro. 

Wallace (Lits) died in 1930. He married Nellie 
Turner of Transcona. They had four daughters; Mrs. 



E. Robertson of Ottawa, Ontario; Mrs. H. Witeway of 
Winnipeg; Mrs. M. Burgess of Vernon, B. c.; and Nan
cy of Winnipeg. 

John (deceased) married Gertrude Short of Rapid 
City. They had one son Leslie of Vancouver. He joined 
226 Battalion, recruited by Lt. Paul Kane (grandson of 
the Artist) along with Victor Scott, D. Johnston and 
other Rapid City boys. He was killed in action World 
War 1. 

Edward's first job after high school was with 
Cooper Stone in the Reporter Office. He worked in the 
Telephone Office and bank, no War service due to a 
heart murmur. I married Rosaline Harding a teacher 
of Winnipeg. We have two married daughters, Marilyn 
Roberts and Lois Finch and six grandchildren. We 
celebrated our Fiftieth Wedding Anniversary on 
December 31, 1977. I am now retired from Greater 
Winnipeg Gas Company. 

TURTON HISTORY 
Lawrence Turton lives on a small holding on the 

southeast corner of section 3-13-19. His father, William 
Turton, was born at Poplar Point, Manitoba about 1883 
and the family moved to Moose Mountain, 
Saskatchewan in the late 1880's. While there, he took 
part in "riding to the hounds" with the Englishmen at 
Cannington Manor. 

William Turton married Matilda Kennedy of 
Wawanesa, who was born at Millford and attended 
Northfield School at the same time as Nellie McClung, 
about 1890. William and Matilda were married at Can
nington Manor. They moved to the Rapid City district 
in 1937. 

Lawrence Turton was born at Carlyle, 
Saskatchewan and came to the Rapid City district with 
his parents. He married Mary Rogers of Rapid City in 
1943 and they settled on the north half of section 35-12-
19. Mary is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert 
Rogers, who are interred in Rapid City cemetery. 

The family of Lawrence and Mary Turton are, 
Kenneth, Shirley Anne, Charles, Catherine, Margaret, 
and Gwendolyn. Kenneth lives in Brandon and 
operates a transport truck. He married Shirley 
Radsma of Rapid City and they have three sons; 
Bradley and twins Scott and Shaun who all attend 
Green Acres School. Shirley Anne is married to 
William Shepherd of Brandon and they live in Victoria, 
B.C. Charles is attending Dalhousie University in 
Halifax and Catherine is attending Brandon Universi
ty. Margaret is a student at Elton Collegiate and 
Gwendolyn at Rapid City Elementary School. 

Lawrence is self employed, doing trucking and 
custom work. Both Lawrence and Mary are members 
of Rapid City United Church. Lawrence is also a 
member of LO.O.F. Lodge and Vice Chairman of 
Rapid City Chamber of Commerce in 1978. The family 
is also active in 4-H, with Mary, at present, serving as 
Head Leader. 

THE THOMAS TUTTLE FAMILY 
Mr. and Mrs. Tuttle were born in England. They 

came over to Canada in the year 1882. The Tuttles 
homesteaded on a farm six miles north of Rapid City, 
in the McBride School district 
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Mr. Thomas Tuttle found temporary employment 
with the C.P.R. as the railroad was being built in 
Minnedosa. 

There were eight children born and raised on the 
homestead. They all attended McBride school where 
Thomas Tuttle was secretary for the school board. 

Thomas Tuttle had a dairy of sixteen cows. They 
made fifty pounds of butter a week and traded it for 
sugar and groceries at Rapid City. 

Robert and Walwork were lost in the first World 
War and Thomas Tuttle passed away in 1929. Mrs. 
Eliza Tuttle then visited with her sons and daughters 
until her death in the year 1951. She was in her 96th 
year. 

Harry Tuttle went west to Elrose, Saskatchewan 
where he met and married Christina Smith. They 
farmed at Elrose until 1955 when they retired to Saska
toon, Saskatchewan. Christina passed away in her 82nd 
year at her home in 1964. Harry was in his 84th year 
when he passed away in the year 1968. They had no 
family. 

Alice Tuttle married Bob Rutherford and farmed in 
the Minnedosa and Shoal Lake areas, then moved to 
Saskatchewan. They had four daughters and one son. 
Alice passed away in 1974. 

Ruth Tuttle married Thomas Rutherford in 1911 
and moved to Shoal Lake to farm. They had one son 
and one daughter. When they retired they moved to 
Winnipeg, Thomas Rutherford passed away. Ruth is 
living with her daughter in Winnipeg. 

Frances Tuttle married Neil MacDougall and 
moved out west. They had two sons and two daughters. 
Frances was predeceased by her husband and two 
sons. Frances passed away in the year 1967. 

Anne Tuttle married Reg Hugo and lived in Win
nipeg. They adopted a boy and a girl. Reg and the 
adopted boy are deceased. Ann is living in Winnipeg 
with her daughter. 

Albert Tuttle continued farming on the old 
homestead. Albert married the former Joyce Jones in 
December of 1927. Albert was secretary of McBride 
School until it closed in the year 1966. Albert also 
served as councillor for the Rural Municipality of 
Saskatchewan for eleven years, (1958 to 1969). Albert 
and Joyce retired to Minnedosa in 1972. Albert's death 
occurred suddenly in his home, December, 20th, 1974. 
Joyce Tuttle resides in Minnedosa. They had three 
children. 

Wallie Tuttle is farming the same farm as his 
father, Albert Tuttle, and his grandfather Thomas Tut
tle. Wallie married the former Donna Mitchell in 1957. 
They have two sons; Bob, who is living at home and 
Allan is living in Brandon. 

Olive Tuttle married Melvin Carver of Brandon in 
the year 1951. They have one son, Randy. The Carvers 
are presently living on the same farm as Wallie. Ran
dy is living in Brandon. 

Ivy Tuttle married Edward Rudneski of the Moline 
district in 1958 where they are presently farming. They 
have four children Glen and Karen are attending 
Rivers Collegiate and Mark and Patrick are attending 
Rivers Elementary. 



JACK TUTTLE FAMILY - contributed by Jack Tut
tle 

My grandfather, Henry Tuttle, came from England 
in 1878 and my grandmother came from Ireland 
around 1878. They were married in the early 1880's and 
settled in the McBride district. 

Frank Tuttle, my father was born in Rapid City 
about 1886. My mother, Bertha, Mellick, was born in 
Zurich, Ontario. They were married in 1917. 

My father, Frank served in the first World War of 
1914-1918. He was wounded and came home. He re
enlisted and recruited for the 226th Battalion at Rapid 
City and went overseas again as a sergeant. He was a 
Special Guard when the Prince of Wales visited 
Canada in September, 1919. 

Father passed away in 1934 and was buried in the 
Rapid City cemetery. Mother passed away as a result 
of a car accident in 1972 and is buried in the Brandon 
cemetery. My grandparents are both interred in the 
Rapid City cemetery. 

I, Jack, sisters Evelyn and Marie and brother Bill, 
took our schooling at Tremaine, Willow Grove and 
Rapid City schools. Bill went to school by dog sled. 

I married Mavis Hopkins of Bernice, Manitoba in 
1939 at Brandon. I joined the Army in 1939 and spent 
1939·1945 overseas. I was in the army until 1968 and am 
now a desk clerk at the Beaubier Hotel, Brandon. We 
raised a family of four; Kenneth, Fred, Cheryl and Su
Ann. 

Kenneth married Jackie Ladly of North Bay, On
tario in 1960 and have four children, Tim, Tammy, 
Todd and Tracy. Ken works in ottawa and is Public 
Relations Officer for the Department of Transport; 
Fred married Norma Patterson of Brandon in 1967 and 
they live in Ottawa. Fred is a captain in the army. 
They have two children, Mark and Carrie; Cheryl 
married Ernest Ramsay in 1966 and have a family of 
three, Patti, Kelly and Darryl. Ernest works for New 
Brunswick Good Roads and lives in St. John, New 
Brunswick; Su-Ann was secretary at Christies School 
Supply, Brandon, for seven years. In 1976 she moved to 
Calgary and works for the Mutual Life Insurance. 

My sister, Evelyn, married Arthur Pilling (now 
widowed) has one daughter Jeri and they live in Ed
monton. 

My sister Marie, married Murray Silliphant, 
youngest son of Sam Silliphant, of Rapid City. They 
have two daughters, Gail and Vena. Gail is married to 
Dave Watler and has a son MichaeL They all live in 
Edmonton. 

My brother Bill is married to Julie Arnold. He has 
his own business "Tuttle's Roofing" in Edmonton. 

GEORGE H. UNDERHILL HISTORY - submitted by 
Geo. H. Underhill 

My father was raised and educated in England. He 
came with his parents from Bootle near Plymouth, 
Devonshire, to Boston, Massachusetts, U.S.A. They 
were there when the Boston Tea Party took place. I 
have heard my Grandad tell of piling trunks and boxes 
before the door so no one could break in during the 
-night. He said it was usual to hear shooting in the 
streets at night. One morning when he opened his door 
for business he found a dead man laying at his door. 
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He refused to take the oath of allegiance, so the 
Americans kicked him and his family out. They came 
to Guelph, Ontario and started a business there. 

My father, George Hawkin Underhill married Mary 
Jane Trott, April 24, 1879. They crossed the Red River 
on a scow. I have heard my dad say when he left On
tario he had $500.00 in his pocket and his outfit paid for. 
They travelled to Rapid City by team and wagon. 
There was no bridge across the river so they had to 
ford the river. 

They arrived at Rapid City in late May. I have the 
receipt given my father which reads Office of Domi
nion Lands, Little Saskatchewan, May 30, 1879, 
received from George H. Underhill, the Public Lands 
of the Dominion to be paid on filing an application to be 
entered for a Homestead Right which he did for the 
N.VV.V4 23-14-20VV. 

My father and Thomas Trott who was my mother's 
brother homesteaded and Pre-empted the whole Sec
tion 22. 

Thomas Trott came from Forest, Ontario, at the 
same time my parents, came. 

The first summer they lived in a tent until 
November. My father built a log house, which they 
lived in for only a few years. He built another log house 
on his Pre-emption. I have heard my mother tell about 
my dad going to Rapid City in the spring of 1880 with a 
team and sleigh and meeting three couples and their 
first born stranded in Rapid City who had come from 
Ontario the previous summer. They had filed on 
homesteads, built houses and returned to Ontario in 
the fall. When they came back to Manitoba the follow
ing spring they had no one to meet them so my father 
brought them out to their place for the night. The four 
couples and their first born spent the night in the log 
house. My oldest brother Dick had been born a few 
weeks before. They were namely, Ned Soldan, Mrs. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Underhill on his 90th birth
day. 



and Conrad; Richard Hotham, Mrs. and Bob; Richard 
Luker, Mrs. and John. All boys were just a few months 
old. 

George Underhill senior was a good community 
man. Anything that would benefit the community he 
was all for it. He passed away February 13, 1901. Mary 
Jane, his spouse passed away May 13, 1928 in Van
couver. 

Richard John Underhill married Mary Nevens. 
They had three children, one son and two daughters. 
Dick as he was called, ran a livery barn in Rapid City 
till horses went out of fashion. He then farmed for a 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Underhill. 

number of years. He served as Councillor for ward 4 in 
Saskatchewan for a number of years. His health failed 
so he returned to Rapid City where he passed away in 
1950. Mary his spouse passed away in Minnedosa 
Hospital in 1976. 

William Francis Underhill passed away in Saska
toon Hospital April 13, 1907 from typhoid fever. He 
never married. 

Edith May played the organ for both Presbyterian 
:md Methodist churches for several years. She 
married James St. John and they had three children, 
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two boys and one girl, all of whom are still living. Jim 
passed away in 1951. Edith passed away May, 1968. 

Eva Mary Underhill taught school for several 
years, married Clayton Fisher. They had four 
children, two boys and two girls. Two boys and one girl 
are still living. Mrs. Fisher still is in reasonable good 
health in her 92 year at Oshawa, Ontario. 

George Hawkin Underhill junior married Mary 
Louise Berlet. They had four children, three boys and 
one girL Their oldest son Holton gave his life in the 
second world war. George Jr. was a good community 
worker. He helped organize the U.G.G. when they 
started at Moline. He was secretary of the Pool when 

George Hawkin Underhill family; left to right back 
row, Eva, Dick, Will, Edith; middle row George, Mrs. 
Underhill, Elsie, Mr. Underhill, Ambrose, Effie; bot
tom row Reuben, Marshal, Edna. 

it started and served on the board for many years as 
its President and Director. He was director and presi
dent of the Co-op store. He served on the school board; 
church board; was director of the Rapid City 
Agricultural Society, also served as President. He was 
also Councillor for ward 4 for the Saskatchewan 
Municipality for a number of years. George was one of 
the first farmers to own a small threshing outfit, also 
one of the first auto owners. He began to farm with 
tractors in the early thirties and one of the first to 
have a swather and combine. He still has the first 
swather that's in working condition, although is not 
used. His son Rod still farms the home farm. Mary 
Louise was church organist at the Moline United 
Church for a number of years, and also belonged to the 
U.C.W. She was an ardent gardener and a lover of 
flowers. Three remaining children are still living. 
George Jr. is in his 91st year. Mary passed away in 
1977. 

Effie Susanah married Peter Dick. They had three 
girls and two boys. The oldest boy passed away. The 
others are still living and in good health. Effie passed 
away November 11, 1920. Peter her spouse passed 
away February, 1950. 

Lieutenant Reuben James Underhill served in the 
Royal Air Force during the first world war. He passed 



away from pneumonia, February 28,1919. He is buried 
at Shorncliffe, Kent. 

Marshall Norman Underhill went to Alberta at an 
early age. He married Beatrice Ward. They farmed in 
different districts and retired to Calgary. They had no 
children. 

Edna Gertrude Underhill taught school for a 
number of years. She married David Dick Jr. and they 
had a girl who died in infancy. They lived on the farm 
in Moline District until 1924 when they moved to Van
couver. In 1959 Mrs. Dick was elected President of 
British Columbia Conference Branch of the Woman's 
Missionary Society of the United Church of Canada 
hence a Vice-President of the Dominion Board, the 
highest court of the Woman's Missionary Society of 
the United Church of Canada. 

Dr. Ambrose Stanley Underhill served in the Royal 
Air Force during the first world war. Upon returning 
from the conflict, he entered Manitoba Medical 
College in Winnipeg and after graduating served for a 
time in a Vancouver Hospital. Later he formed a 
partnership with a doctor in Kelowna, British Colum
bia. He organized the Kelowna Clinic which was said 
to be the best in British Columbia outside of Van
couver. Dr. Underhill married Joyce Ferguson 
McLeod. They had a family of two girls, both of whom 
are married and have families of their own. Dr. 
Underhill passed away at Kelowna in 1976 and is in
terred there. 

Elsie Pearl Underhill attended Brandon College 
taking a stenographer's Course. Later accepted a posi
tion with the C.P.R. in the freight claims office in Win
nipeg where she remained for 17 years. She married 
Ross Campbell, a C.P.R. station agent. He served in 
several different stations in Saskatchewan. He passed 
away at Codette in March, 1957. Elsie then went to 
Saskatoon where her only daughter was training to be 
a nurse. She served as receptionist for a number of 
doctors at the hospital until they superannuated her. 
She then married Earl Featherstone of Saskatoon. 

Clarence Wesley Underhill was born two months 
after his father's death. He passed away just about a 
year later, the victim of measles. 

My parents are interred in Rapid City cemetery, 
also Mrs. J. st. John, Mrs. P. Dick, William, Richard 
and Clarence. 

ROD UNDERHILL FAMILY 
Roderick (Rod) Underhill, youngest son of George 

and Mary Underhill and Ila Maxwell of Brandon, 
daughter of Vern and Ellen Maxwell were married 
September, 1952. They have farmed in the Moline dis
trict on the home farm. The farm will mark its one 
hundredth anniversary of four generations of 
Underhills in 1979. Rod and Ila have a family of two 
sons and two daughters: 

Rodale married Mike Ketcheson in August, 1975. 
They live in Brandon. Rodale is a teacher specializing 
in Special Education and is at present teaching in 
Rivers Elementary School. 

Norman married Sandy Rarick of New Dayton, 
Alberta in July, 1977. They are farming in the Moline 
district on the former H. McKay farm. 
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Karen and Neil are both attending school at Rivers 
Collegiate and are living at home. 

MR. AND MRS. RICHARD JOHN UNDERHILL 
Richard John Underhill was born February 16, 1880, 

on the NWlJ4 of section 22-14-20. He was the first white 
baby born in the Moline Settlement and was the eldest 
of twelve children born to George Hawkin Underhill 
and Mary Jane Trott. "Dick", as he was commonly 
known, was one of twelve pupils who attended the first 
school at Moline, which opened in 1889. His schooling 
was of short duration. 

Mr. Underhill farmed at Moline for a time and in 
1906 he purchased the Moore Livery stable in Rapid Ci
ty, Man. 

On June 21, 1910, Mr. Underhill married Mary Belle 
Nevens of Rapid City, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert J. Nevens. At the time of her marriage, Mrs. 
Underhill was employed at the Rapid City Post Office. 
A son, Ross, was born to the couple in 1911. Shortly 
after this, Mr. Underhill acquired a livery business at 
Reston, Man. where they resided until 1913, when they 
returned to Rapid City to resume the livery business. 

Two daughters were born after they returned to 
Rapid City Vera born in 1913 and Bernice in 1915. 
The family moved to the farm at Moline in 1920. Dur
ing his lifetime, Mr. Underhill was keenly interested in 
horses. He served 15 years as councillor for Ward 4 in 
the Municipality of Saskatchewan. Due to ill health, 
Mr. Underhill was forced to retire from farming in 
1942. Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Bridgeman, (now deceased), 
purchased their farm. Mr. and Mrs. Underhill 
returned to Rapid City to reside in 1944. 

Mr. Underhill passed away in March, 1950, at the 
age of 70. Mrs. Underhill was devoted to her family 
and home. She took an active part in Church and Lodge 
work. She continued to reside in Rapid City until her 
death in February, 1976. Mr. and Mrs. Underhill are 
laid to rest in Rapid City Cemetery. 

THE ROSS UNDERHILL FAMILY - contributed by 
Ross Underhill 

I was born July 6,1911 in the town of Rapid City, the 
only son of Mr. and Mrs. R. J. Underhill. My childhood 
was spent in Rapid City, Reston and Transcona. My 
parents moved to Moline district in 1920 and I attended 
Moline school until I completed grade eight. 

I worked on my father's farm for several years and 
later I rented one quarter section of land from George 
Clackson. 

In 1936 I married Evelyn Smith of Rapid City and 
we lived on this quarter until the fall of 1938, and then 
moved to the T. L. Smith farm and later to the T. J. 
Warren farm, south of Rapid City. We also lived in 
Rapid City for 11 years while farming south of town. 
We bought the Tom Radcliffe farm two miles north of 
Rapid City and moved there in the fall of 1962 and 
remained there until the spring of 1975. 

We have two sons, Claire and Delbert. After Claire 
finished school in Rapid City, he attended Brandon 
Agricultural school for one year. He bought grain at 
Smart Siding and was the agent there when the 
elevator burned down. 



Claire married Jeanne Matchett of Holland, Man. 
in 1961. They have two daughters; Debra Jeanne, born 
Feb. 5, 1964 and Donna Ruth, born June 8, 1965. Claire 
farmed with me for several years before moving to 
Outlook, Sask. in 1974, to be a councillor for the 
Saskatchewan land bank. 

Delbert attended Brandon College for one year, 
after completing school in Rapid City. He was 
employed with C.A.C. and Niagara Finance Com
panies and then the Loans Dept. in the Nova Scotia 
Banks in Brandon, Thompson, Saskatoon, and Regina. 
He came back from Regina to take over our home 
farm in 1975. Del married Shirley Shelvey of Forrest in 
1967. They have two sons; Quentin Ross, born Sept. 11, 
1970 and Jason Delbert, born Oct. 11, 1971. 

We are semi-retired and now reside in the town of 
Rapid City. 

WILLIAM EDWARD WALDON HISTORY 
Bill and Marion Waldon have contributed in a small 

way to weaving the cloth of the 2nd generation in 
Rapid City history. 

Bill, the oldest son of Harry and Mildred Waldon, 
has lived all his life in Rapid City. Bill took his elemen
try education in the old brick school house and left 
school at an early age to work in his father's garage. 

Marion, the fifth daughter of Alex and Nellie Ram
say, in a family of eight was born on their farm at Car
dale and took all her education there with the excep
tion of a few months in Prince Rupert, B.C. in 1941-42 
where her father worked as a ship builder. Marion was 
a keen competitor in local and provincial track and 
field events of which the famous school principal, A. 
D. Russell, was coach. She also loved to play soft-balL 
In 1947 she competed in the Dominion Track and Field 
Meet at Edmonton, and later that year hung up her 
school books to become a bank clerk in Rapid City 
Royal Bank under the manager Jack McIntosh. Here 
in Rapid City, Marion's interests have been many and 
varied, such as Rapid City Pat's Soft-Ball team, 
United Church Young People's Choir, C.G.LT., Sunday 
School Teacher, Skating and Curling Rink, 4H leader. 
P.N.G. of Deborah Rebekah Lodge, and member of 
Rapid City United Church and U.C.W. In 1950 Rapid 
City Skating Rink ran its first Queen Contest of which 
Marion was Queen. 

In 1951 Marion and Bill were married in Cardale 
United Church. That fall Bill took a mechanic course 
in Brandon, and in 1952 took a John Deere tractor trip 
to the factory in Waterloo, Ill. 

Bill's love of sports saw him play baseball and fast
ball for Rapid City and hockey for Cardale and Oak 
River All Stars teams. In 1959 he captained the Oak 
River All Stars scoring 8 goals in one game, also that 
year they won the Ed Armstrong Championship 
trophy. Bill worked hard in the erection of the local 
Skating Rink and played hockey in 1964 with the Oak
Wall team. He still continues to play with the Rapid 
City Old-Timers. 

Bill's great desire, to become a farmer, came to 
light when he rented the Harry Walker farm in 1952 
and had cattle in the old livery barn and later at the 
Len Borley farm. 
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Bill's love for horses saw him show heavy draft 
horses at many of the local fairs and also raise several 
light horses for his own pleasure and that of his family. 

In 1953 Marion gave up her banking career to raise 
a family and in March, 1954, gave birth to their first 
child, Donald Harry. In May of that year with the help 
of his parents, Bill's dream of becoming a farmer 
came true and he moved his family to the lj4 section of 
16-13-19, the original Alex Blake farm. Here they 
raised 5 other children: Judith Marlene born April, 
1956, Janice Helen born September, 1957, Joyce 
Darlene born June, 1960, Marion Jean born June, 1962 
and Jennifer Maxine born November, 1963. 

The children have taken their education in Rapid 
City, Elton and Minnedosa Schools. Donald and the 
four older girls were all involved in the Rapid City 4H 
Beef Club where they showed many Champion calves. 
The four older girls were also involved in 4H Home Ec .. 
These girls were also keen competitors in Track and I 
Field winning many red ribbons. 

Janice won the outstanding athlete award in 1971 
and 1972, and Jean won the same trophy in 1976 for the 
elementary school. 

Donald's hockey ability took him to many towns in 
Manitoba and while playing for the Oak River B.B. 
team in 1968 they won the Manitoba Championship 
against Gimli. 

In 1973 Donald was president of Elton Collegiate 
and graduated in June. Later he worked for Manitoba 
Simmental Association showing display cattle at the 
Manitoba Fairs, also for Bar-5 and Canadian 
Pipelines, Rapid City. In 1974 he took employment 
with Ayerst Organics working there in the winter and 
farming his liz section he bought in 1974. This farm was 
the old George Greig farm. He also helps his father 
with his farming operation. 

On Apri121, 1973 Judy married Robert Bety of Lynn 
Lake. They have one son Michele Robert and they still 
live in Lynn Lake. 

Janice completed her grade 12 in 1976 and is now 
working in Brandon. 

On April 2, 1977 Donald married Loretta Mae 
Bromley daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Bromley of 
R.R. No. 2 Brandon. Don and Loretta are in the 
process of building a new home off No. 270 highway in 
Rapid City. 

Joyce and Jean continue at Elton Collegiate. 
Jennifer who was afflicted with Jr. Rheumatoid 

Arthritis in 1964 is trying to overcome her many han
dicaps and goes to school each day at Tanner's Cross
ing School at Minnedosa, where they are giving her a 
full course in eduation which includes Braille and 
Abacus skills. Despite her many handicaps Jennifer is 
a very happy child and no doubt will take her place in 
society. 

H. KENNETH WALDON 
I was born in Rapid City in July 1931, second son of 

Harry and Mildred Waldon. I attended school in Rapid 
City. I worked for Mrs. M. E. Sample in her General 
store for seven years. Following a period of time spent 
assisting my father at Waldon's Garage, I took 
employment with the Provincial Government, Dept. of 
Highways. In 1965 I became foreman of the 



Maintenance Crew based in town and still continue in 
this position. 

During my younger years I was active in baseball 
and hockey and served many years on the Skating Rink 
Committee. I spent several terms on the Rapid City 
Town Council and am still active on the United Church 
Board. 

In 1953 I married Beverly Maxine Hotham, only 
daughter of Earl and Edith Hotham of Rapid City. We 
have two children Lynn Edith - married to Robert 
Klym, son of John and Maxine Klym of Brandon. They 
have one daughter, Sarah Lynn. Our son Gerald 
Kenneth is presently employed at Ers Texaco and 
lives at home. 

My wife served several terms on the local School 
board and was active in the 4H for over ten years. She 
is a member of the U.C.W., an officer of the local 
Museum Committee and is presently employed at 
Pat's Insurance Agency. 

NELSON AND MARGARET WALKER 
Nelson's parents were Robert and Clara Walker. 

Robert was born at Stanton, Ontario in 1873, second 
son of Thomas and Margaret Walker. Clara was born 
at Lattingham, Kent, England in 1886, daughter of the 
late Henry and Clara Hales, Rapid City. 

Nelson was born October 26, 1907 and received his 
education at McBride and Rapid City. 

Margaret was born at Neepawa January 16, 1910, 
the daughter of Neil and Annie McIntosh. Margaret 
continued her education at Fairmount and Basswood 
after her parents moved to the Basswood district 
around 1919. 

Nelson and Margaret were married at Cardale Oc
tober 25, 1937. Their first home was on a farm at 
Edrans, Manitoba. In October, 1946 they purchased the 
SE1f4 35-13-20 and SW1f4 36-13-20 north of Rapid City 
where they still reside. 

They have one daughter Ruth Lillian, born 
February 19, 1947. She graduated from grade 12 at 
Rapid City in 1965. She received her R.N. certificate 
from the Brandon General Hospital in 1968. On July 19, 
1969 she married Captain Larry R. Blakely, formerly 
of Yarmouth, N.S. They now reside at Canadian 
Forces Base ShUo, Manitoba. They are blessed with 
one daughter Pamela Fay, born July 19, 1973. 

NORMAN WALKER FAMILY 
Norman Walker, fifth child of Robert and Clara 

Walker, was born in 1913. His schooling was completed 
to grade XI, in Rapid City. 

In December, 1939 he enlisted in the army went 
overseas in January, 1940 with the Royal Canadian Ar
tillery, where he saw service in England, North 
Africa, Ita~y, France, Belgium, Holland and Ger
many. 

Norman married Daphne, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. 
C. Jeffrey of England in 1942. Their first daughter, 
Carole, was born in 1944. 

In 1945 Norman returned to Canada and Rapid City, 
followed by his wife and daughter in 1946. 

Their second daughter, Sally, was born in 1948. 
The Walker family went to England in 1949 after 

Norman left the employment of the CPR. 
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In 1951 they returned to Canada and settled in 
Transcona, Manitoba. Norman worked in the CNR 
shop for the next three years. 

Norman joined the Civil Service in 1954 where he 
took a position in a post office in Winnipeg. 

Carole, their daughter, married J. Van Dyk of 
Amersfoort, Holland in 1966 and grand-daughter, 
Amber was born in 1971 in Edmonton, Alberta, 
followed by Christa in 1973. 

In 1974, daughter Sally married L. Barr of Win
nipeg, Man. 

Norman is presently still working with the post of
fice. 

JIM WALKER FAMILY 
James Henry Charles Walker was born at Rapid 

City on August 2, 1951, the son of Mrs. Walker and the 
late Harry Walker. He attended school at Rapid City, 
and has spent all but two years of his life there, having 
spent those two years in Dryden, Ontario. On 
December 20, 1969 he married Jean Anderson, 
daughter of Edward and Lily Anderson. Jean was born 
at Scandinavia, Manitoba, on June 8,1951 and moved, 
with her parents and brothers, to Rapid City on July 
13, 1953. She attended school at Rapid City and Elton 
Collegiate at Forrest. Jim and Jean have four in their 
family - Kathy, Kenny, Kimberley and Karla. Kathy 
is in grade one at Rapid City school and Kenny in 
kindergarten. The newest member of the family, 
Karla Joy, was born December 1977. 

WARREN HISTORY - contributed by Mrs. Fred 
(Aileen) Westwood 

My father (James) was very young when they 
arrived, so it was sometime around 1880. 

My grandparents John and Martha Warren with 
their son, Thomas James and daughter Sara Jane, 
came from Ontario about 1879. They travelled all the 
way by ox-cart. A daughter Louise was born later in 
Rapid City. 

On their arrival in Rapid city, they built and 
operated a Bake Shop. This shop was located about 
where the telephone office is now. They baked bread, 
buns, cakes and pastry etc. This was done in an outside 
oven made entirely of stone and would hold 200 loaves 
of bread at a time. All supplies of flour, sugar, etc. had 
to be brought from Brandon. The river had to be forded 
and all these supplies he carried across himself. He 
carried the flour, sugar, etc. on his back across the 
river as they had to be kept dry. 

John Warren also carried on a freighting business 
between Brandon and Rapid City and again he had 
always to ford the river as this was before the 
railroad. 

They operated this bake shop for many years and 
all the family assisted. John Warren died in 1913, and 
his wife Martha died in 1935. 

WASTLE 
Gilbert Percy Wastle and son William moved to 

Rapid City from Oak Bluff to the Bob Hales' farm. 
They brought a herd of purebred Jersey cattle with 
them. The Wastle's were burned out while in Rapid Ci-



ty. William was married to Elsie Jane Cuthbertson of 
Oak Bluff. They had one girl Eva, when they came to 
Rapid City, and a son John was born there. John now 
lives in Brandon. The WasUe's moved to Mayfield, 
Manitoba, where they farmed. 

NELSON AND JENNIE WATT 
Nelson Watt was born in South Durham, Quebec in 

1877. Jennie (nee Cassidy), from Frelisburg, Quebec, 
came to Manitoba in the early 1900's. Nelson first 
worked at Virden for the CPR, then at Brandon and 
Forrest, before moving to Rapid City, in 1913, where 
he was agent until he retired in 1942. He later moved to 
Vancouver, British Columbia. 

The Watts had five children Violet: Mrs. Bob 
Hartry, now living at Manotick, Ontario. They have 
two children, Carol teaching in Ottawa and Allan, 
married, has one son, Cory. Erwin: now retired from 
the CPR and living in Neepawa, married Stella 
Aitkinson of Minnedosa in 1944. They have two 
children, Marilyn (Mrs. Jim Geekie), Strathclair. 
They have two children Mark and Marla. Douglas Watt 
is at home. Muriel: (Mrs. Gilbert Wolstenholme) now 
living at Rivers, Manitoba, retired from farming at 
Pettapiece, Manitoba in 1971. John: a squadron leader 
in the second world war, is now, after his discharge in 
the 60's, manager of the Royal Toronto Curling Club in 
Ontario. Married, he has two children, Bonnie and 
Barry,. Jean: (Hammond) lives in Langley, British 
Columbia. 

Mrs. Nelson Watt died in 1936 at Rapid City, 
Manitoba and Nelson Watt died in ~959 at Vancouver, 
B.C. 

ROBERT "TOMMY" WATSON 
In the early 1900's an orphan, from the Barnardo 

home in England, came to Canada. His name was 
Robert Watson and he was born in London in 1888. He 
came to live at the Moline farm home of Mr. and Mrs. 
R. Hotham. As there was already a son Bob in the 
family, to avoid confusion he became known as Tom
my Watson. He spent several years at the farm and 
often came back to spend the winters with them. He 
lived in the district for many years working for 
different farmers and for the C.P.R. He was married 
to Daisy Blair of Crandall and his only daughter, 
Elizabeth Watson lives at Calgary. Tommy passed 
away in January 1978 at the Cornwallis Nursing Home, 
Brandon and is buried in the Rapid City cemetery. 

WEITMAN, HAROLD AND MARY 
Originally from Winnipeg, Harold and Mary Weit

man moved to Rapid City in June, 1963. They 
purchased the home belonging to the late Margaret 
Sample. They have two sons, George and Hugh, and 
one daughter, Audrey. Mr. Weitman is employed with 
the Canadian Executive Services Overseas as a Han
dicraft Development Officer. Mary Weitman is well
known for her excellent leather handicrafts, known as 
far away as Great Britain. 

George completed his formal education at the old 
Rapid City High School and went on to train as a Den-
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Harold Weitman Home. 

tal Technician. He married the former Helen Thomp
son of Forrest and they now reside in Brandon. 

Audrey completed her education at Elton 
Collegiate in Forrest. She later married Rober Mand
ziuk, formerly of Edmonton, Alberta, a Denturist who 
has a practise in Brandon. They reside in Rapid City 
with their two children, Paul and Anna. 

Hugh went to Rapid City Elementary School and 
went on to Elton Collegiate to complete his Grade XII. 
He is presently employed by Hooker Chemicals and 
lives in Brandon. 

THE GORDON WELLS FAMILY 
Gordon Wells came to Canada from England in 

1923. He worked various places in Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan. He worked for Jack Dale for three 
years before taking up farming. 

He married Gladys Rundle and they had four 
children. A son Leonard, who resides in Toronto with 
his wife Marcella, and two children Debra and Marlen. 
Daughter Alma Mitchell who lives in Wawanesa with 
children Dennis and wife Brenda, Lorraine, Boyd, and 
Candace. Her husband Bud was deceased in 1972. 
Daughter Helen Tillotson and husband Jack live in 
Wawanesa with their children, Sharon, Sandra, and 
Allan. Son Gordon lives in Brandon. 

Gordon and Gladys farmed on Sec. 15-13-19 before 
retiring to Minnedosa in 1966. 

WESTWOOD FAMILY HISTORY 
Fredrick Thomas Westwood was born in London, 

England, in 1846 to Thomas and Susan (Lemon) 
Westwood. He married Sarah French in 1867. In 1872 
he brought his wife and two infant daughters Florence 
and Maude to Canada. They settled in Petrolia, On
tario, where Sarah passed away in 1874. The girls grew 
up in Ontario. Florence married George Craig, a con
tractor and buildier in Toronto. Maude became a 
school teacher and a very accomplished pianist. She 
came west and taught school here in the late 1880's and 
early 1900's. She taught as far west as Pincher Creek, 
Alberta. 

Fredrick came to Manitoba in 1880. Early in 1885 he 
married Sarah Gregory in Brandon. She had come 
west with her brother Rev. John Gregory to help es-



Mr. and Mrs. F. T. Westwood. 

tablish Prairie College at Rapid City. Fred was also 
keenly interested in and helped with the college. When 
Fred came to Manitoba he had taken up farming on a 
homestead just south of the present site of Rivers. He 
and Sarah lived there until they purchased a farm west 
of Rapid City in 1894 (sec. 31-13-19). This farm is now 
owned by Keith and Bernice Finlay. They were both 
valued and active members of the Baptist Church. He 
passed away in 1916. Sarah passed away in 1931. She 
was much loved and appreciated by her family and 
friends. They are both buried in the family plot in the 
Rapid City cemetery. 

Fredrick and Sarah had three sons while living in 
Rivers, Harold, Bill and Bert. 

HAROLD was born in December, 1885. He farmed 
two miles north of Rapid City (sec. 5-14-19) for over 60 
years. He was also the Massey Harris dealer. One of 
his hobbies he enjoyed very much was attending farm 
auction sales. In 1920 both Harold and Bert had Harry 
Fulcher and Nelson Basler install electric light plants 
in their homes. In 1912 Harold married Emily 
Winstanley from county Lancashire England. She had 
received her teaching degree and her music from the 
University of Swansea in Wales and had come to teach 
at Centreview schooL In February 1929, she died of 
pneumonia, leaving a young family: Stanley, Arthur, 
Vera and Roy. 
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Stanley married Margaret Stowe of the McBride 
district in 1934. They lived on a farm north of Rapid 
City for some years and then moved to Winnipeg. They 
had four children, Laurine, Kenneth, Gerald and 
Shirley. 

Laurine married Jim Dunphy of Winnipeg in 1954 
and they have three children Donald, Sharon and 
Brent. 

Ken has made a career in the Canadian Navy. He 
married in Victoria. He and his wife Jackie have four 
children, Ron, Jamie, Clifford and Linda. 

Jerry joined the Canadian Air Force. He married 
Judy McMillian of Victoria in June 1961. On November 
11, 1961 he was killed in a car accident in Quebec at 
the age of 21. He is buried in the Rapid City cemetery. 

Shirley married Ben Findlay of Winnipeg in 1962. 
They have four children: Christine, David, Heather 
and Sandra. 

In 1946 Stanley and his wife Margaret were 
divorced. In 1949 he married Dorothy Andrews of Lun
dar. They farmed at Rapid City and in 1961 moved to 
Churchill. They now reside in Winnipeg. They have two 
sons, Harold, born in 1951, who lives in Prince George, 
British Columbia. He married Connie Glenn in 1975 
and they have one son, Kenneth. 

Calvin was born in 1954. In April 1976 he married 
Valerie Jackson of Winnipeg. They live in Brandon. 

Arthur farms north of Rapid City on sec. 4-14-19. In 
June 1948 he married Hazel Gamey of Strathc1air. 
They have three children: Arlene attended Brandon 
College and now resides in Winnipeg. Allan and 
Lawrence have bought their own farms and work in 
partnership with their father. Lawrence was married 
in August, 1975 to Sharon only daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ray Bayes. 

Vera married Walter Begg of Medicine Hat, Alber
ta in 1943. They resided in Brandon until 1949 when 
they started farming north of Rapid City on sec. 8-14-
19. They have one daughter, Katherine Emily. In 1968 
Kathie married Charles Edward Nelson of Russell, 
Manitoba. Chuck and Kathy have two children, 
Leonard Charles and Tannis May. They live in Langen
burg, Saskatchewan. Walter and Vera moved to Bran
don in 1968. 

Roy served overseas in the army from 1941-1946. 
Shortly after his discharge in 1946, he purchased the 
Massey Harris farm implement dealership from his 
father. In 1947 he married Vivian McKnight of Bran
don and they had two sons Ron and Len. In 1950 Ron 
was killed in a car accident. In 1954 Roy sold his 
business and they moved to Brandon to work with the 
Manufactures Life Insurance Company. Len married 
in 1970 to Louise Batt R.N. of Brandon. They have a 
daughter Corine born 1974. Len worked with the 
Department of Highways for seven years. He is now 
in Motel and Real Estate business in Winnipeg. 

In October 1931 Harold married Kathleen Andersen 
of Moline. They have two daughters Florence Ida of 
Brandon and Phyllis Ann married to Jon Peter 
Nielsen. They live in Ottawa. Their children are 
Darlene Anita, born in 1965 and Douglas Jon, born in 
1967. In 1966 Harold and Kathleen retired to live in 
Brandon and in June 1968 Harold passed away and is 
buried in the Rapid City cemetery. 



Bill, second son of Fredrick and Sarah was born in 
1887. He attended Brandon College and then was 
employed with the Union (Royal) Bank. While Bank 
manager at Roblin, he married Carrie Hartford and 
they had three sons. He left the bank and went into 
Real Estate Business. Later he was elected Liberal 
M.L.A. for the Roblin district and held this seat for a 
number of years. In 1945 they purchased the Hardware 
store in Russell and lived there for many years. He 
died in 1962. Their son Fred is a lawyer in Morden. He 
is married to Aileen Warren of Rapid City. They have 
two children, Jim of Winnipeg and Marjory is married 
and lived in Morden. They ~ave one son. Bill, the se
cond son, was an insurance agent in Winnipeg. He is 
now deceased, leaving his wife and five children. 
Harold is married and lives in Saskatchewan with 
their two sons. 

Wilfred Albert (Bert) Westwood was born 
near Rivers in 1889. He took over his parents farm 
prior to World War I. He married Ellen Susan 
Grummett, a graduate of Portage School of nursing in 
1925. They had a son, William Mackenzie and a 
daughter, Jean Margaret Anne., Bert passed away in 
March 1960, and Ellen in March 1963 at their winter 
home in Calgary, Alberta. They are buried in the fami
ly plot at Rapid City. Jean lives and works in Calgary. 
Mack married Ethel Ironside of the Oakleigh district 
in October 1952. They live on N.E. 1-14-20. They have a 
family of three. Heather Maxine is a registered nurse. 
She married Douglas Wells of Brandon in October 
1975. Randall David works at the Research Station at 
Brandon and lives at home. Linda Susanne is attending 
Elton Collegiate at Forrest. 

CREASY J. WHELLAMS 
Mr. Whellams was born in St. Ives, Hun

tingtonshire, England, Jan. 8, 1842. His mother's fam
ily were Huguenots who settled on the Isle of Ely, and 
one of his ancestors founded Thomey Abbey in which 
tablets of stone bearing the names of many of the old 
Huguenot refugees may still be seen. He was 
educated in private schools in Cambridge and in 1866 
moved to Liverpool, where he held a first Lieutenant's 
commision in the Twelfth Lancashire Artillery and 
entered into business as shipping and insurance agent, 
at that time a very important branch of the railway 
and steamship business. 

On Jan. 13, 1886, Mr. Whellams married Charlotte 
Emily Sudlow, a daughter of Thomas Sudlow, 
manager of the North Western Bank at Liverpool. Tak
ing a great interest in the Agricultural labor 
movements and realizing that emigration to Canada 
would benefit the farm labourer and the working 
classes, and possibly prove the solution of a most vex
ing problem, he in 1872, crossed to Canada for the pur.: 
pose of making a personal investigation and ascer
taining to what extent, if any, the Dominion and 
Provincial governments would assist an organized ef
fort to bring a number of the better class of 
agricultural laborers to the provinces. 

After visiting New Brunswick, Novia Scotia, 
Quebec and Ontario he approached the Canadian 
authorities and was successful in enlisting both their 
sympathy and very material assistance, which 

372 

enabled him during the next three years to send nearly 
five thousand labourers and their families to new 
homes in Ontario. In 1876, he was commissioned by the 
Premier of the Dominion, the Hon. Alexander 
McKenzie, to visit Manitoba, considered then a 
province in the far west, and make a full report on 
the agricultural possibilities. It was necessary to 
follow the Great Lakes and on this occasion the boat, 
on which he was a passenger had in tow the first 
locomotive and rails ever landed at the head of the 
lakes, which were left at Fort William to be used by 
the C.P.R. in pushing their line westward 
toward the future granary of the world. After leaving 
Fort William, he proceeded to Duluth whence the 
journey to Manitoba was via the old St. Paul and 
Pacific Railway to Fargo, thence down the Red River 
by stern-wheel steamer to Fort Garry, arriving in 
Sept. 1876, after a trip from Quebec, occupying eigh
teen days. 

Winnipeg, (then Fort Garry) the present 
metropolis of the west, at that time gave very little 
promise of becoming one of the most important in
dustrial and commercial centres of Canada. It con
sisted of a fort, a very few houses and one story frame 
stores, and had the appearance of having been dropped 
on the prairie and pushed back to make room for a 
very wide street. In Winnipeg, Mr. Whellams secured 
a guide, an ox and a Red River cart, a tent and other 
necessary camping requisites, and started on the trip 
which was to have such a far reaching effect on the 
future of the whole of Canada. On Thursday, Sept. 14th, 
he left Winnipeg, travelling the main Indian trails for a 
distance of one hundred and seventy miles and passing 
through the few scattered settlements of pioneers 
who, even at that time had unlimited faith in the new 
country of their choice. Leaving the trail he proceeded 
across the open prairie in a south westerly direction 
until he reached the bank of Little Saskatchewan river, 
finding good farms and comfortable homesteads at 
many points along the route. 

The extraordinary productive power of the soil was 
evident on every side. The native grasses being in 
many places from four to eight feet high, very often 
making it difficult for the traders to find their oxen, 
which would stray during the night. Mr. Whellams, 
himself, surprised at the tremendous size and excep
tonal quality of the vegetables and grains grown by the 
farmers, concluded that the only way to convince the 
"powers that be" of the truthfulness of the report 
which would be submitted, was to take a collection of 
the products to Ottawa and place them on exhibition 
and with the assistance of the settlers he brought 
together the first exhibit of Manitoba products, con
sisting of several fruits and hops. This collection was 
later placed on view in London, England, and the 
following mention appeared in the London Standard 
under date of January 8, 1877: 

Canadian Produce: There is now to be seen at the 
offices of the Canadian government agency, Canada 
buildings, Queen Victoria Street, an interesting collec
tion of the agricultural products of the province of 
Manitoba in the Dominion of Canada. They consist of 
specimens of wheat, rye, hop, turnips, onions, 
mangelwurzel and various other items of farm 



produce, together with some specimens of mineral 
wealth, including silver, lead, iron the Canadian 
amethyst and other mineral productions. A specimen 
of the soil, a rich loam, is also exhibited by Mr. 
Whellams. This is the first time on which the farm 
products of the northwest have introduced into 
England, and their inspection might well form an ele
ment in determining emigrants upon choice of the 
locality to which to proceed. 

So impressed was Mr. Whellams with the 
agricultural possibilities of Manitoba and the North 
West Territories, that he then decided to devote his en
tire efforts to the colonization of the west, and with 
this end in view made application to the Dept. of 
Interior for a reservation of six entire townships or an 
area of thirty-four thousand, two hundred and eighty 
acres on the Little Saskatchewan river just west of the 
old Manitoba boundary line. In response, two 
townships were allotted, and on this land Mr. 
Whellams founded the present town of Rapid City 
where he established and settled one hundred and 
twenty-four homesteads, brickworks and foundry and 
machine shops, which were the first industrial con
cerns west of Winnipeg excepting the flour mill, which 
was erected at Portage la Prairie by Mr. Smith. Owing 
to the line of the Canadian Pacific being surveyed 
through the town, it grew rapidly until the population 
reached eleven hundred, when the news came that the 
railway would not touch the town, but had been 
deflected and would run twenty-two miles to the south. 
This naturally ended the prosperity of the district and 
practically ruined a large number of men who had 
their entire capital invested there and thoroughly dis
heartened Mr. WheUams, who decided to seek other 
fields and for the time being abandoned the coloniza
tion work. 

In 1892 he went to S1. Paul, Minnesota, where he 
was engaged in manufacturing, and where for twelve 
years he acted as secretary of the North Western 
Manufactures Association. In 1910, he returned to 
Canada, taking up his residence in Winnipeg. Shortly 
after accepting his present position as business 
secretary for the Million for Manitoba League, where 
he has with the co-operation of the Dominion and 
Provincial Goverments, done such excellent work on 
behalf of the agricultural interests of the province. 

THE JAMES WHITE FAMILY 
James White Jr., born Barnstaple, England Jan. 2, 

1847 was educated there and apprenticed as a tinsmith. 
Emigrated to Ontario 1867 and married Christena 
Cameron Merrill (of U.E.L. parentage) Oct. 5,1874 in 
Bowmanville, Ont. A daughter Mary E. B. (May) was 
born May 25, 1876 in Bowmanville, where the mother 
passed away in 1877. 

James remarried in 1878. Maria Brown White was 
born at Enniskellin, Ontario, July 25, 1847 into a 
branch of the McLaughlin family of McLaughlin 
Carriage Co. (Later to become the McLaughlin Car 
Co.) Grandma, with her pleasant Irish humor 
delighted in bewildering us with her story of being 
Brown as a girl but on marrying changed to White! We 
vowed never to marry for "who knows what would 
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happen perhaps, being white we may even become 
brown or red or even black!" 

The fever of the time to "go West" brought the 
young White family to Shanks Settlement (later named 
Pettapiece) in 1879, travelling by train thence by Red 
River Cart. Their first home on the Prairie (the farm 
now owned by the Paddock family, north of Rivers) 
was a dug-out. This was the era of the Riel uprisings 
and Indian groups often visited the white settlers, es
pecially during the summer. These dark-skinned peo
ple were awesome to children and adults, aware of 
the unrest were never certain whether they came as 
friend or foe. However our folk were asked only for 
food. The Indian was very fond of raw green onions 
fresh from the soil, a bit of good Canadian soil or sand 
added to the flavor. Along with the settler's home
made bread and butter this was a pleasant change 
from his usual diet. 

Grandfather White could not adapt to farming and 
soon was walking the twelve miles to Rapid City 
(already a thriving town) to work at his tin smithing 
trade. Each Saturday he would walk home to check on 
the family and to attend Sunday Church Service held at 
the Shanks home. Social events revolved around the 
church and often Sunday service provided the only op
portunity for the homesteader or more correctly, his 
family, to socialize. Early Monday morning the 
tinsmith set out on foot for town and another week's 
work. What a joy when the dug-out was replaced by a 
story and a half frame dwelling and the temperamen
tal oxen by a team of horses! 

After "proving up" the homestead, James White 
moved his family to Rapid City, (possibly 1884-87). A 
second daughter, Clara, was born 1882 and Samuel 
John James Dec. 15, 1884. This was (our mother) 
May's first opportunity to attend school. Keenly in
terested in books and with the help of a devoted father, 
she skipped through grade school, then on to Brandon 
College and home again to take charge of the office in 
the booming White Tinsmith and Hardware business 
where everything from lumber and stoves was in 
stock. 

In 1908 tragedy struck. While in training as a 
locomotive engineer, in Rivers round-house, Sam 
was ordered to "wipe" a certain engine. During the 
process, the motor, which had been improperly 
switched off by the engineer, fired, and the locomotive 
moved forward mangling Sam's young body beneath 
its wheels. About the same time his sister, Clara, now 
Mrs. Evans, passed away of natural causes and both 
were buried, in a combined service in Pettapiece 
Cemetery on Nov. 2, 1908. 

In 1936 grandmother White passed away and was 
buried (in Pettapiece Cemetery) beside her son and 
daughter. 

James White sold his business (along with his 
home, which he retained, it was located where Mrs. 
Greer and Mrs. Simpson's residences now stand) 
about 1904-1908 to Mr. Atkins. Later this business was 
taken over by Mr. George Haslen followed by his son 
Stanley who, though recently retired from tinsmithing, 
still carries on the hardware business. 

After retirement grandfather travelled extensive
ly. Sea voyages delighted him and he crossed the 



Atlantic, home to England, seven times and the Paci
fic to Australia and New Zealand four times. Between 
oceans he visited us on the farm at Rapid City and dur
ing one of these sojourns he passed away in his sleep 
and on a bitterly cold and stormy day, Jan. 15, 1927 was 
buried in the cemetery in his beloved Rapid City. 

On March 2, 1904 May married Archibald MacKin
non and moved to the farm recently purchased from 
Mr. Nelson McGregor, (bordering Rapid City on the 
south). Archie was born at Priceville, Ontario April 22, 
1867 of Scottish parents, Christena MacArthur 
MacKinnon and Farquhar MacKinnon. He emigrated 
to the West for health reasons in 1898. Enroute he dis
covered that most passengers were destined for a 
place called Rapid City, a popular, booming town with 
prospects of becoming a large western metropolis. 
Such enthusiasm convinced our father that he should 
take a look at this area before continuing westward. 
He came, looked, and enjoyed what he saw a clean, 
friendly, progressive town nestled in the beautiful Lit
tle Saskatchewan River valley. Here he would stay. 
Here he farmed, married and raised five sons and two 
daughters. 

We were a happy close family growing under the 
standards of the Ontario Scottish Presbyterian where 
home was the centre of our lives, a place to work and 
to learn. "Home is not just a place to hang one's hat" 
we were reminded when a son or daughter too fre
quently sought permission to participate in a ball 
game or hockey or social function. Sport and art were 
considered a waste of time and foolhardy for the young 
farm person. Mother was quiet, retiring, dedicated to 
her church and family and endeared to all who entered 
her door. Actually our farm, part of 20-13-19 was in 
town. (With early prospects of Rapid City becoming a 
large city several sections of land were surveyed into 
lots, blocks and streets it is still thus divided.) Sym
bolic of mother's dedication to duty is the fact that at 
one stretch of thirteen months she had ventured no 
further than the church no business or shopping 
trips to the downtown area. Life was a serious 
journey; vows given were never to be broken and the 
ring placed on her finger by our father March 2, 1904. 
Aware that it never had been removed during the 
thirty-seven years of her married life, the family re
quested it continue to seal the marriage vows. July 26, 
1941, our mother was laid to rest beside dad in Rapid 
City Cemetery in the land they both loved. 

LEN WHITE F AMIL Y by L. and M. White 
Lenard the youngest of five children of Mr. and 

Mrs. J. W. White. They were all born in Welwyn, 
Saskatchewan and later moved to McAuley where they 
received their education. 

In 1940 Mr. and Mrs. White moved to Rapid City and 
resided with their daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and 
Mrs. M. A. Grist until the early fifties. 

At this time they moved to Welwyn, Saskatchewan 
where they lived until the death of Mrs. White in 1954. 
Mr. White then returned to Rapid City and continued 
to live with Mrs. Grist until he entered the Salvation 
Army Eventide home in Brandon, where he passed 
away at the age of 93 years. 
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Lenard joined the army in Regina in 1940, and in 
1941 he married Marjorie White. He went overseas in 
November 1941 and remained their until the fall of 
1945. 

On his return in 1945 we took work with Mr. A. J. 
Waghorn as a married couple, in 1947 we bought his 
farm. We have five children, Bert, Ken, Ruby, 
Marlene, Linda. 

Bert is married and makes his home in Brandon, 
Manitoba. 

Ken is married and has four children and is 
employed with A. C. McPhail and lives near Brandon. 

Ruby, her husband and daughter are at the Cana
dian Armed Forces Base in Winnipeg. 

Marlene her husband and two children live at White 
Court, Alberta. 

Linda is attending the School for the deaf in Win
nipeg. 

From 1970 until 1975 we lived in the Brandon area 
on one of A. C. McPhails farm homes. In the summer 
of 1975 we purchased the W. Rousell property and 
moved back to Rapid City and old friends. 

ARTHUR WILSON FAMILY HISTORY - contributed 
by A. Wilson 

Arthur W. Wilson was born on November 27, 1908, 
son of John and Mary Wilson of the Hunterville dis
trict. He was educated at Tremaine and Roseneath 
Schools. His contribution to the life of the district in
clude 17 years as secretary treasurer of Tremaine 
school, elder of Hunterville church and alsmost thirty 
years as leader of a Sunday School class. At present he 
is serving on the Minnedosa - Rapid City Wider 
Parish Council. 

On June 10, 1936 he married Elizabeth (Bess) Sib
bald, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. M. M. Sibbald of the 
same district. She is a faithful member of Hunterville 
Church and an active worker in the V.C.W. 

They have a family of three, Arthur D., Marjorie E. 
and David M. 

Arthur Jr. is assistant Charge Engineer with 
Manitoba Hydro. In 1959 he married Marjorie 
Sturman, daughter of Fred and Edna Sturman of 
Rapid City. They reside in Brandon and have a family 
of four, Barbara, Douglas, Louise and Donald. 

Marjorie married Gordon Murray in 1959. They 
farm in the Newdale district and have a family of two, 
Cameron and Wendy. 

David married Colleen Thompson of Brandon in 
1974. They have three children, Karen, Steven and 
Kimberly. They farm and live on the 'home' 1/2 section. 

Arthur Sf. and Bess moved into Rapid City in 1974 
to a house purchased from Art Peters. This house was 
the former Masonic HalL 

WOLSTENHOLME FAMILY 
Thomas Wolstenholme, known as Tom, was born 

April 6, 1870 in Manchester, England. At the age of 19 
he came to Canada in 1889 to take up farming. His first 
two years were spent on the farm of John Shanks in the 
Pettapiece district, then known as the "Shanks 
Settlement". His wages were twelve dollars a month. 
Prices for clothing at that time were: smock-$1.25, 



Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Wolstenholme. 

boots $1.50. In the fall of 1889 Tom purchased a heifer 
for $20.00. In January, 1890 he bought a half section of 
unbroken land for $1200.00. He built a shanty for 
$125.00, bought a team of oxen for $120.00, wagon 
$80.00, harrows $20.00, a breaker and backsetter for 
$40.00, a stove, including cooking utensils for $36.00, 
furniture and food $30.00. 

In 1897, Mr. Wolstenholme married Ethel Moore, 
eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Sam Moore, whose 
farm was across the corner from his own farm. Mr. 
Wolstenholme eventually purchased more land and 
farmed a section throughout his lifetime on the farm. 

Alfred Wolstenholme, a brother to Thomas, came 
from England and was the first storekeeper and post
master in the district. He was also a grain buyer. 
William Kaye Wolstenholme (1869-1936) was a first 
cousin to Thomas. He farmed a quarter section of land 
and was never married. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wolstenholme both served the church 
at Petta piece for many years. Tom was Chairman and 
Secretary-Treasurer of Little Saskatchewan school 
district for 19 years, for five years was on the Council 
in Rapid City, and served five years as Reeve of the 
Municipality. Entering Provincial Politics in 1922, Mr. 
Wolstenholme was elected member for Hamiota con-
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stituency, a seat which he held for 14 years, eight 
years as a Government whip. 

In 1942, Mr. and Mrs. Wolstenholme retired from 
the farm to live in Minnedosa. Gilbert, the youngest 
son, took over the Wolstenholme farm. In November, 
1952, Mr. Wolstenholme was fatally injured in a car
pedestrian accident. In ill health for a number of 
years, Mrs. Wolstenholme passed away in May, 1957. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Wolstenholme had eight 
children: 

Elfred, born 1898, who married Edwin (Ted) 
Switzer and is now widowed and living in Minnedosa, 
Man. Elfred and Ted had two daughters, Zetta and 
Micky. Zetta married Claude Stoughton in 1950 and 
they live at Canoe, B.C. They have a family of five 
children; Claudia, Garth, Edward, Barry and Kevin. 
Claudia married Wayne Huver in 1969 and they have 
two children; Garod and Kelly. Micky married Craig 
Stewart of Minnedosa, Man. in 1956 and they had five 
children; Allison, Jennifer, Leslie, Elizabeth and 
Keith. Micky died in 1973. 

Harry, (1902-1971) married Vera Pettapiece (1904-
1973). They farmed on the Moore farm in the Pet
tapiece district and retired to Rivers, Man. in 1967. 
Harry and Vera had three sons: Brian, who died as an 
infant, Kaye and Norman. Kaye married Sharon White 
of Rivers, Man. in 1967, and they have three children; 
Brian, Dayna, and Craig. Norman, (commonly known 
as Skip), married Dianne Bray of Rivers in 1964 and 
their children are Dawn and Lois. 

Norman, born 1907, married Betty Grafton of Oak 
River. He died accidently in 1942. 

Garth, born 1910, married Mary Rose of Basswood 
and they farmed near Newdale. They have retired to 
Minnedosa, Man. 

Gilbert, born 1913, married Muriel Watt of Rapid 
City. They farmed on the Wolstenholme farm until 
1971, then retired to Rivers, Man. 

Marjory (1899-1907) - Leech (1913-1920) Lola 
(1918) aged three days, all died as children. 

E. L. Woodhead 
Mrs. E. L. Woodhead was born in 1861 at Crossland 

near Huddersfield, England. She married James 
Woodhead in Crossland Anglican Church in 1889. 

She came to Canada in 1910 with her son Bates and 
daughter Hilda. In 1911 Mrs. Woodhead and Hilda went 
to Australia for a year. They returned to Canada in 
1912 and the family moved to Rapid City in 1914 where 
she resided until her death in 1945. 

Mrs. Woodhead was a nurse and assisted at many of 
the district homes during sickness and maternity 
cases. Children of the neighbourhood were always 
treated to the most delicious buns and baking of every 
kind. Her fruit cakes were the envy of all the women. 

Her son Bates died in 1975. Hilda (Mrs. St. John) is 
still residing in Newdale. 

MR. AND MRS. LESLIE WOODLAND 
Leslie and Lorene Woodland and four children 

moved into the Section House in Petta piece in the 
spring of 1951. Les was employed by the Canadian 
Pacific Railway - as a section man and his foreman 



was Joe Lisoweski. Joe and his family lived in the Pet
tapiece Station. 

Kenneth, Bill, Lome and Joan Woodland all 
attended Little Saskatchewan School SE-21-13-20. 

While they were at Petta piece there was no source 
of drinking water close by, so the drinking water was 
brought by train from Brandon. The water was 
dumped into a barrel on the station platform and was 
shared by both the C.P.R. families. The Woodland 
family left the community in 1958 and were the last 
family to live in the Section House. Les and Lorene 
both reside in Brandon, Manitoba. 

Kenneth married Marie Rock from Cardale and 
lives in North Vancouver, B.C. They have four 
children Cheryl, Jeffrey, Raylene and Wanda. 

Bill married Janice Clubb from Melita and lives in 
Brandon with their five children three being a set of 
triplets. 

Lorne married Sigrun Ferguson from Winnipeg and 
they live there and have three children - Jimmy, 
Kimberley and Jodi. 

Joan married Donald Duncan from Waskada, now 
they reside in Napinka and have three children, Terry, 
Bill and Tammy. 

THE WOOLLCOMBE FAMILY - submitted by Joan 
Taylor Granddaughter 

Lionel Woollcombe and brother Fred came from 
Loudwater, England. A brother George founded 
Ashbury College in Ottawa. 

Lionel was bank manager of the Union Bank, until 
union with the Royal Bank. He was succeeded by Hugh 
McClung in 1925. He then moved to Winnipeg, where he 
was employed by the Hudson's Bay Company until the 
depression, at tfiat time he retired. 

Lionel (born 1877, died in Lindsay, Ontario in 1962), 
married Mary Ethel Pearce (died 1961 in Lindsay, On
tario). They had one son Edward (Ted) Lionel (1912-
1963). One daughger Phyllis Reynolds born in 1907 and 
died in 1971. They both attended Public School in Rapid 
City. 

Phyllis married G. Clifton Chataway, there were 
four children, Phyllis Joan, Charles Clifton, John 
Edward and Richard Allen. 

ANDREW WRIGHT HISTORY 
Andrew Wright was born in Scotland in 1888. He 

came to Canada in 1912 and settled in the Rapid City 
district. For a number of years he farmed south of 
Rapid City. He took over the operation of the Rapid 
City livery stable in the early forties, and also 
operated a well digging rig. After the livery barn was 
partially destroyed in a wind storm in 1957, he moved 
to the stone house south of the dam which served as the 
office for the grist mill when it was in operation. 

Andy spent many hours of his retirement on the 
banks of the Little Saskatchewan in his favorite 
pastime of fiShing. When not busy fishing he assisted 
Pop Hyndman on the rural mail route, and was always 
ready to lend a hand when needed. 

Andy passed away in 1967 and is buried in the Rapid 
City Cemetery. 
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WRIGHT FAMILY 
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Wright settled in the Oakleigh 

district in April 1914. 
Their home was on the N. W. corner of 35-12-20 but 

within 1f4 mile of Oakleigh School, which is in the 
Municipality of Saskatchewan. 

The school was very important to them, as they 
brought with them Dorothy, Gertrude (Bubs), Clif
ford, George, Clinton, Bert and Hugh. Later Jean, 
Elsie, Bruce and Margaret were born. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Wright. 

Wm. Wright served on the school board and as a 
carpenter was in charge of building the kitchen, 
woodshed and coal bin on the north end of the school. 
There was a real need for such facilities as the school 
was the social centre for many years. A new barn was 
built to accommodate the teams that brought farm 
families to social events which were usually held on 
Friday evenings. 

The spring concert (all local talent) followed by a 
supper and dance, was held on the last Friday in March 
and was an annual event for many years. It took about 
six weeks of meeting at neighbours homes practising 
their parts to prepare for this event. 

Church services were held in the school during 
summer months and a Sunday School was taught in the 
kitchen. 

In June of 1923 (Bubs) died from a sinus infection. 
In the spring of 1937 the family moved four miles to 
N.E. 13-13-20, where they farmed for three years. They 
then moved to 19-13-19 where son Hugh continues to 
farm. Hugh married Anne Campbell in 1967. 

When the second World War started in England 
Clinton joined the Toronto Scottish and was in England 
for Christmas in 1939. 

Clifford served overseas in the 71s1. regiment and 
Bruce was an Armourer in the air force. 

Wm. Wright died in 1960 at the age of 85. 
Clinton died in Vancouver in 1966, Bert died in 

Brandon in 1966, Mrs. Wright died in Brandon in 1967 at 
the age of 83. Clifford died in Vancouver in 1976; 
George is retired in Westminster, British Columbia; 
Hugh farms at Rapid City; Jean Crego lives in Gibson, 
British Columbia; Elsie Davidson in Brandon; Bruce 
and Margaret Ansell at West Hill, Ontario. 



HARVEY WRIGHT HISTORY 
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Wright moved to Rapid City 

with their family on March 8, 1938. They moved to the 
farm formerly owned by the Russell Taylor family, 
which is situated liz mile east and 2llz miles south of 
Rapid City. 

Mr. Wright was born in Clifford, Ontario and moved 
to Hamiota with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Malcom 
Wright when he was just a boy. They were of Scottish 
descent. 

Mrs. Wright was born in Whitlsey, England and 
came to Canada with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
William Davis when she was just a few weeks old. 
They lived in the Oak River district for a short while 
and then moved to the Hamiota district. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wright were married at Hamiota 
over 50 years ago and lived there until their five 
children; Annie, John, Clarence, Mary and Marie 
came to Rapid City. 

Annie married Stanley Rollins and they had a fami
ly of three; Eleanor, Beverley and George. Annie still 
resides in Rapid City. Eleanor married Don Hawkins 
and is living in the Hamiota district with a family of 
one girl and three boys. Beverley married Morley 
Saunders and is living in Ontario with a family of one 
boy. George married Joanne Mudrey and is living in 
Rapid City. They have a daughter Pat and a son Kelly. 

John married Mae Ball of Decker and they had a 
family of seven. Vernon married Diane McFadden and 
is living in Saskatoon. They have two sons. Lorna 
married Gordon Bayes and they live on a farm in the 
Rapid City district. They have one daughter. Bernice 
married Aubrey Newitt and they are living in Calgary 
with a family of three. Frederick married Janice 
Leader. They live in Rapid City with their daughter, 
Bobbi Cole en and their son, John Mitchel. Robert 
married Cindy Wells and lives in the Douglas district. 
They have one child. Wayne is still living at home in 
Rapid City. Donna married Rick Boles in 1977 and they 
reside at Forrest, Manitoba. 

Clarence married Helen Edwards of Rivers and 
adopted her three children Fred, Murray and Irene. 
They later had three more children, Eva, Harvey and 
Kim. Clarence has been employed with the Manitoba 
Government Department of Highways for over 22 
years. Fred was born March 18, 1943. He attended 
Rapid City High School. He married Mary Mathews of 
Clover Leaf and they have a daughter, Michele. They 
live in Brandon where Fred runs Rug Doctor Incor
porated. Murray, born February 23, 1945. He received 
his schooling in Rapid City. Murray is married and 
resides in Vancouver, British Columbia. Irene was 
born March 24, 1948. She received her education at 
Rapid City. Irene married Richard Winter of Flin Flon 
and they have a daughter Lisa. They reside in Brandon 
where Irene works for her brother Fred as a recep
tionist. Eva was born March 24, 1952 and received her 
schooling at Rapid City and Elton. She married Bryan 
Bollman of Moline and they have one daughter, 
Amber, born August 20, 1976. They live in Rapid City 
making this their home and headquarters for 
Bollman's Plumbing and Heating. Harvey was born 
August 17, 1956. He attended Rapid City elementary 
and Elton Collegiate. Harvey held the office of Presi-
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dent for Elton Collegiate in 1974. He married Janet 
Bousfield of Shilo and they reside in Brandon where 
Harvey is a commission salesman employed by Simp
son Sears Ltd. Kim was born October 17, 1961. She is 
currently attending grade XI at Elton Collegiate. Kim 
is taking voice and piano lessons. She hopes to obtain a 
degree in Music, which will enable her to teach. 

DR. J. M. YOUNG, V.S. 
Dr. J. M. Young was born on a farm near Arnprior, 

Ontario, in 1872. His father, John Young, was a 
Scotsman, and his mother, Margaret Toshack, was 
also Scottish. Dr .. Young attended Toronto Veterinary 
College and graduated in 1898. He came to Rapid City 
right after graduation and bought the practice of Dr. 
McNaught. He married Janet (Nettie) Lockhart in 
1901 and they had two children, Agnes (Mrs. Allan 
Douglas of Brandon) and Jack of Kinnaird, British 
Columbia. Dr. Young died in Brandon on April 16, 1949, 
and is interred in the Rapid City Cemetery. 

Dr. Young completed nearly fifty years of practice 
serving the areas of Newdale, Bassswood, Wheatland, 
Pendennis, Carnegie, Rivers and Rapid City, and 
worked many times in conjunction with Drs. Fisher 
and Fisher, espcial1y Rowe Fisher. Dr. Young owned a 
farm near the McBride school at one time, and later in 
the Moline district he O\vned a section of land. This he 
rented to many different farmers through the years. 
Dr. Young was widely known as an auctioneer in the 
area. Arthur Sharpe was his regular clerk. This busi
ness was carried on first in conjunction with H. C. 
Clay, and when Mr. Clay retired he was on his own. In 
the early days Dr. Young travelled by horse and buggy 
and cutter, and experienced the hardship of those 
pioneer days, weather and roads. 

Dr. Young supported the Presbyterian Church. He 
served as Mayor of Rapid City and also as school 
trustee. He was an avid curler and fond of aU sports. 

It is interesting to note that Dr. Young's great
grandson, Andy Rathwell, is studying at Saskatoon 
Veterinary College, following the family tradition. 
(Taken from Tully McKenzie's book "It's Time to 
Remember") Contributed by Mrs. Allan Douglas 
(nee Agnes Young.) 

THE ALBERT JOHN YOUNG FAMILY - Con
tributed by: Kathleen (Young) McNeil 

My father, Albert John Young, was born in Walker
ton, Bruce County, Ontario, January 4, 1872. He came 
west as a young lad, who with his parents, James and 
Ellen Young, took up a homestead in Griswold, 
Manitoba, for a few years before coming to Rapid City 
in 1901. 

In 1905, he married Ethel Verna Leflar, who was 
born in Rapid City in 1882, second daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Wilbur Leflar, a pioneer family from Woodstock 
and Paris, Ontario, who came to Rapid City in 1879, 
when the village of Rapid City was the third town in 
Manitoba, Winnipeg, Portage la Prairie and Rapid Ci
ty. 

Dad and Mother spent over forty years farming in 
the district. Their property during their farming years 
was on either side of Rapid City Cemetery, and some 



portion was sold for cemetery use. Some of the farm 
swept north toward the Little Saskatchewan River and 
was often referred to as "Lover's Lane" or the 
"Valley" . 

It was real Indian country in the early days. The In
dians had their "Pow Wow" and Indian dances and 
their chants could be heard for miles. The remains of 
the first white settlers were buried on the farm, 
among those members of the Basler family. The 
Basler family had the distinction of having the first 
white baby born in Rapid City. The first cemetery 
Rapid City had in the late 1800's was located about fif
ty yards east of our property and the trail used to 
reach the cemetery passed through our farm. 

Dad and Mother raised a family of six boys and one 
girl, in spite of the depression which we all ex
perienced during those years. Many will recall the 
Young family in later years working in various places 
of business in Rapid City stores during the years 1928-
1940: 

Kathleen (Young) McNeil, Roger's Bakery; Ray
mond (Ray), Mr. E. E. Riesberry, General Store; Ir
vine (deceased), Mr. C. M. Beattie, General Store, and 
Mr. Chas. Loader, General Store; Lorne (deceased), 
Mr. McMillan, Butcher Shop; Murray (deceased), Mr. 
McMillan, Butcher Shop; Edwin (Ed.), Mr. Chas. 
Loader, General Store. 

Of this family now survive: 
Kathleen McNeil, Langley, British Columbia; Ray 

(retired), shipper, Canadian Admiral Corporation, 
Vancouver, now at Langley, B.C.; Reginald (Reg.) 
(retired), British Columbia Hydro, after thirty years, 
Nanaimo, British Columbia; Edwin (Ed.), Supervisor 
of Heintzman Piano factory, Hanover, Ontario. 

F. H. Yorke 
Fredrick Henley Yorke was born in 1877 in London, 

England. He was an apprenticed printer by trade but 
lured by attractive advertisements of golden oppor
tunities in Western Canada, he arrived in Rapid City in 
the spring of 1898. He was immediately hired as a farm 
hand by John Hunter of the Moline District. Raised in 
a large city he knew nothing about a farm, but with 
great determination and an apt pupil under the 
guidance of patient and kindly teachers he readily 
adapted to the rugged western life. By 1900 he 
purchased the SW quarter of 21-14-20 from the Cana
dian Pacific Railway Company for $640.00. It was all 
virgin soil which he broke up with a team of horses and 
one-furrow walking plow while still in the employ of 
Mr. Hunter. By 1905 he had built a house on the proper
ty and reaped his first crop of wheat - the money 
from which he sent the fare to the girl who was waiting 
back home, and so Agnes Mustart, also born in Lon
don, England in 1877, sailed for Canada arriving in 
Rapid City in April 1906. Agnes and Fred were married 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Hunter on April 16, 1906 by 
Reverend Fotheringham of the Petta piece Church and 
they immediately took up residence on their own farm. 
In 1910 Fred acquired more land when he rented the 
SE quarter of 16-14-20 from George Clackson. The 
house being larger they moved there and Agnes 
boarded the local school teacher for a time. In 1914 
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they moved back to the home quarter where they built 
a larger house in 1919-20. The barn had been built in 
1912. Though Agnes and Fred may not have been 
counted among the early pioneers of the district, they 
were true pioneers in every sense of the word. Like 
many far from. home and families, they had moments 
of loneliness and homesickness. Agnes dreaded the 
sound of howling coyotes. She being a business girl in 
London knew little of the culinary arts, but was soon to 
become an immaculate housekeeper and counted 
among the note-worthy cooks of Moline. In the fall of 
1912 Fred and Agnes took their three small children, 
Clara, Harry and Billy, home to England for Christ
mas. On the return voyage in the following March the 
children took ill with the measles, necessitating them 
to be quarantined for six weeks on a small island off 
Newfoundland. Fred was allowed to proceed home to 
plant the crop. 

Fred was a keen supporter of all projects for the ad
vancement of the community. He served for a number 
of years as Secretary-Treasurer on the School Board, 
was a charter member of the Board of Directors of the 
Co-operative Store and one of the instigators of the 
Moline Beef Ring. During the twenties cattle were 
shipped in carloads by rail to market through the 
Co-op and many of these loads were accompanied to 
st. Boniface stockyards by Fred Yorke. Agnes was a 
charter member of the Moline W.I. and a diligent 
worker for the U.C.W. and the Red Cross. 

Fred passed on in June, 1926 a victim of cancer at 
the age of 49 and Agnes died in September, 1967 in her 
91st year. "Ma Yorke" as she was affectionately 
called by her many friends will long be remembered 
for her ready wit and humor. Agnes and Fred Yorke 
had five children as follows: 

Clara Alice born February 14, 1907, married John 
W. Radcliffe in December 1927, resided in the Moline 
District until the spring of 1945 when they purchased a 
farm in the Cardale District, where they still reside in 
retirement on the same farm now operated by their 
sons, Robert and Lorne. Robert married Della Dawn 
May of Strathclair and they have two daughters Bon
nie and Tracey. Lorne married Frances Philp of 
Beresford and they have a son Terence and a daughter 
Wendy. 

Harry Robert born December 19, 1909 moved to 
Vancouver, B.C. in the early 1940's where he operated 
a garage for a number of years. He is now retired and 
with his wife Ida and youngest daughter Karry reside 
in Kamloops, B.C. Besides Karry they have daughters 
Doris, Bonnie and Paulette and two sons Robert and 
Thomas. All except Karry are married and reside in 
the Vancouver area. 

Violet May born December 19, 1909, Harry's twin, 
died in September 1910 at age nine months and is in
terred in Rapid City cemetery. 

William born February 11,1911 carried on the home 
farm. He married Ruth Bullock in October 1934. Born 
January 27, 1910 Ruth was the eldest daughter of the 
late Mary Anne and Bernard Bullock of Cardale. She 
was educated in Poplar Grove and Cardale schools and 
the Brandon Normal School and taught school at 
Moline and in the Reston district. Bill and Ruth raised 
five daughters as follows: Margaret Beswatherick, 



B.A. B.Sc. RT., educated in Moline and Rapid City 
schools, Brandon and Toronto Universities and Provin
cial Lab in Brandon. Worked in Flin Flon and Oakville, 
Ontario and presently a micro-biologist in Western 
Laboratory in Brandon. Mavis educated in Moline and 
Rapid City, accountant in Minnedosa Co-op for eight 
years, later in Federated Co-op Winnipeg, married 
Vincent Gerwing of Winnipeg and they have two sons, 
Michael and Brian. Verna, educated in Moline, Rivers 
and Brandon University, taught at Hazelwood school, 
married Harvey Brown of Erickson and now lives in 
Strathclair. They have four children Wendy, Audrey, 
Billy and Vicki. Edith, a Registered Nurse, educated 
in Moline, Rivers and Brandon General Hospital 
School of Nursing, married Robert Kershaw of 
Barnhartsvale, B.C. They live in Kamloops, B.C. and 
have two children Elizabeth and Jeffrey. Donna, 
educated in Moline, Rivers and Wheat City Business 
College, worked a short while for Wilton Motors before 
she joined the clerical staff of the Children's Aid Socie
ty where she is still employed. 

Bill and Ruth lived on the farm for forty short 
wonderful years. In 1952 they purchased the east 
quarter from Mrs. Edith st. John. Bill was a keen 
sports fan and participated in baseball, fishing, curling 
and now golf. Having sold the farm to Barry Newitt in 
1974, he and his wife Ruth are now retired in town, hav
ing purchased the residence owned by J. Swanston in 
Rapid City. 

Adelaide (Ada) was born June 1, 1915, moved to 
Vancouver, B.C. in the mid-forties. There she married 
Harvey Gill in 1946. They lived in Grimshaw and Man
ning, Alberta, then in Fort Simpson, N.W.T. They are 
now retired and live in Burnaby, B.C. They have one 
daughter Barbara who is a stenographer in Calgary, 
Alberta and three sons, Delmar, works in telecom
munications, is married and has two daughters and 
resides in Hay River, Alberta; Gerald, an air pilot 
presently stationed in Africa; and Lyle, a forest 
ranger in Northern Alberta, is married and has one 
daughter. 

THOMAS YORKE 
Thomas Yorke was born in London, England in 

1889. He emigrated to Canada to his brother Fred's at 
Moline in 1906. He later went to Vulcan, Alberta where 
he worked as a ranch hand until the outbreak of World 
War L Due to the accidental death of his father he 
returned to England and while there joined the British 
Army. After the war he returned to Moline where he 
made his home with Fred and family. He was manager 
of the Co-operative store and the Moline Postmaster 
from 1921 to 1930 leaving these positions to try his hand 
at farming in partnership with Cyril Bayliss. They had 
the SE quarter of section 3-14-20 and also the Walford 
quarter across the road. In 1937 he married Winnifred 
Longstaff of Cardale. Being the "dirty thirties" the 
farming venture was not too successful so Tom 
accepted a position in the Brandon Post Office and 
Cyril joined the forces for World War II. For a time, 
Tom commuted back and forth to work but in 1941 he 
moved his family to Brandon. During his life in 
Moline, Tom was a supporter of all community proj
ects especially for the young people. He organized the 
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Trail Rangers and helped with the Young People's 
Organization and the Sunday School. He also directed 
several three act plays staged annually by Moline 
talent. Tom and Winnifred raised a family of three as 
follows; Keith presently on the Brandon City Police 
Force, married Charlotte Mason and they have three 
children, Thomas Keith, Roseanne and Jennifer. Joan, 
a secretary in the Canadian Embassy at Brussels. 
Phyllis, a school teacher, married Stanley Thickens 
also a teacher. They reside in Brandon have two 
children - Treena and David. Tom was employed in 
the Brandon Post Office until his official retirement in 
1957. He died in 1968 and is buried in Brandon 
Cemetery. Winnifred still resides in Brandon. 

HARRY ROBERT YORKE 
Another brother of Fred and Tom came to Moline 

District in 1914 at the age of fourteen. He later 
returned to England to join the British Forces. After 
World War I, he returned to Canada and secured a 
position in the Winnipeg Post Office, later becoming 
the Chief Inspector of Post Offices for Manitoba. He 
married Violet Birch of Winnipeg and they had two 
sons, Arthur in Los Angeles, California and Robert of 
Oakville, Ontario. On his retirement, Harry and Violet 
moved to White Rock, B.C. where he died in June, 
1976. 

THE ZAREK FAMILY 
Jurgen, son of Fredericka and Herman Zarek, was 

born September 10, 1930. Graduated from grade XII 
and studied at the Conservatory of Music in Germany. 
Emigrated to Canada in 1949 and married Fredericka 
Gsellman in Regina July 21, 1953. 

Fritzy, daughter of Rose and August Gsellman, was 
born July 26, 1932 in Regina where she lived till 1958. 

Jurgen worked as Utilityman for Interprovincial 
Pipelines Ltd. Moved to Caron, Saskatchewan with 
Trans Canada Pipelines Ltd. as an operator in 1958. 
Transferred as Technician to Richardson, Sask. in 
1962. Then to Rapid City, Man. as Foreman in 1963 
(later changed to General Foreman). Although Jurgen 
did not participate in many community activities, he 
thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated the Co-operation 
of the folk in Rapid City and surrounding communities 
where the Pipelines had contact. 

Fritzy, with her friendly smile and boundless vitali
ty, was a favorite with all. An enthusiastic curler, she 
joined the Local Club and with Pat Michie, Irv. 
Christie, and Ralph Wells, formed a successful Curling 
rink. Keenly interested in animals, especially dogs, 
Fritzy and Jurgen adopted "Pierre", a Standard Poo
dle, in 1972. Joined the Crocus Obedience and Kennel 
Club of Brandon and guided Pierre to win numerous 
trophies and to capture the admiration of contestant 
and audience alike. Fritzy moved up to become a 
trainer in the Club in 1974 and is now involved in this 
capacity in Thunder Bay Kennel & Training Club. 

In May 1976 Jurgen was transferred to the Com
pressor Station in Thunder Bay, Ont. where he and 
Fritzy and Pierre now reside. 

DR. CHARLES ZILTZ (DENTIST) 
Dr. ZHz practised in Rapid City in the 1920's. His of

fice was upstairs in the old Beattie Store situated just 



north of the Urpeth Block. He and his wife and two 
sons lived in the old Nelles' house (now occupied by 
Morris Stefaniuk) and made it into somewhat of a 
show place. The sons, Woodrow and Joe had dogs 
which they trained to pull wagons and sleighs. In 
winter, dog sleigh racing was a common Saturday 
morning sport. Woodrow's "Dempsey" won several of 
these races. 

In the early 1930's Dr. ZHz moved his office to Bran
don but still kept his home in Rapid City for a year or 
so. 

FREDERICK ZIMMER HOMESTEAD F AMIL Y 
Frederick and Ann Elizabeth Zimmer (nee 

Bollman - sister of John, Frederick and Phillip 
Bollman) came to Canada in 1879. They settled on a 
homestead on NW 1/4 6-14-20 in the Moline district. 
They stayed on the farm only a few years then moved 
into Rapid City where Fred operated a blacksmith 
shop and implement business. 

Fred and Elizabeth had two sons Frederick 
Charles born in Germany in 1878 and William John 
born in Rapid City in 1880. The boys received their 
education in Rapid City and helped their Father in the 
blacksmith shop. 

Frederick died in 1901 and Ann Elizabeth in 1905. 
They are both buried in the Rapid City Cemetery. 

FREDERICK ZIMMER JR. 
Frederick Zimmer Jr. was born in Germany in 

1878. He came to Canada with his parents in 1879. The 
family lived at Moline a short time then they moved to 
Rapid City. Fred Jr. helped his father in the 
blacksmith shop and implement business. He married 
around 1900 and moved to Edmonton where he worked 
for the C.N.R. in the trade of carpenter. They had one 
son also named Frederick. 

After the family moved to Edmonton Fred became 
a great outdoors man and enjoyed hunting in the 
foothills of the Rockies. On one hunting trip he was at
tacked and crushed by a bear. From this he received 
many broken bones to his body and was in a cast from 
his knees to his chin for some time. After this accident 
he was partially crippled and was not able to do any 
lifting. However he was able to run a woodworking 
lathe and turn out beautiful wooden bowls and deco
rative wooden furnishings. 

Their son Fred followed in his father's trade. He 
also worked for the C.N.R. and took his apprenticeship 
in carpentry at Winnipeg. While in Winnipeg he 
married Pearl Zimmer and they moved back to Ed
monton where he still works for the C.N.R. as a 
finishing carpenter. 
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WILLIAM JOHN ZIMMER 
William John Zimmer was born in Rapid City in 

1880. He worked and earned his apprenticeship with his 
father in the blacksmith shop. He left Rapid City at the 
age of 16 and went to Ottawa where he worked in the 
Case Bicycle Shop. 

In 1898 he joined the Armed Services and the follow
ing year was sent overseas to the Boer War in South 
Africa. 

In 1902 he returned to Canada and worked for a year 
in Ottawa again. It was here he met Ruby Siena 
Perkins and on July 15, 1903 Bill and Ruby were 
married in Ottawa. When on their honeymoon they 
returned to Rapid City. Bill helped in the family 
blacksmith shop and also started a lard rendering 
business for a few years. In 1906 they left Rapid City 
travelling to Sask. and Alberta. Around 1915 they 
returned to Winnipeg where Bill became employed by 
Watson's Blacksmith on Maryland and Wellington 
Ave. 

In 1916 he joined the Canadian Army and in 1918 was 
in the battle of Ypres in Belgium. Following the war he 
returned to Watson's Blacksmith in Winnipeg. 

In 1930 he transferred to City Dairy Co. on Notre 
Dame and Princess St. His position here was shoeing 
the horses that pulled the milk delivery wagons and did 
general blacksmithing on the milk wagons. In 1949 he 
had a serious accident with a newly purchased horse 
that had never been shod. He was kicked and trampled 
severely and was forced to retire in March 1950. 
However he had only a short retirement and died in 
May 1950. 

Bill's wife Ruby worked at Del's Confectionary for 
25 years. After Bill's death she lived for a time with 
her daughter Ruby. In later years she was cared for by 
the Institute for the Blind. She died in Sept. 1968. 

Bill and Ruby had seven children. Two infants born 
and died in Rapid City. Their son Cecil died in Edmon
ton at the age of six. Their fourth child Pearl was born 
in Edmonton. Jack was born at Govan, Sask. Bill 
Nelson born in Edmonton and daughter Ruby Iona 
born in Winnipeg. 

At this time in 1977 - Bill Nelson, Jack and Ruby 
are the only remaining members of this family and 
they all live in Winnipeg. 

Bill Nelson Zimmer married Isobell McIntosh and 
they have one son James. Bill has been employed by 
Burns and Co. as a butcher for 35 years. 

Jack Zimmer married Iris Rutherford. He was 
employed by Canada Packers for 14 years later 
transferring to Winnipeg Transit where he has worked 
as a finishing carpenter for 35 years. They have three 
sons Brian, William and Bruce. 

Ruby Zimmer married Gordon Baker and they have 
two children Karen Pearl and Gerald. 



Photos of Interest 

H. C. Soldan Threshing crew at Moline, 1889. 

Conrad Soldan Steam Engine, 1900 at Moline. H. C. Soldan Threshing outfit at Moline, 1900. 
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Alex Palen Threshing Outfit in Rapid City c1904. 

Haying at Bridgemans, 1938. 

Bridgemans slinging hay into the loft, 1938. 
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Bridgemans threshing outfit, 1946. 

Wheat field in stooks, 1946. 

Lunch time, Os Bell, Allan MacDougall, Blanche 
Bays. 



Frank Posthumus and Son plowing with a seven 
horse team. 

Hauling Wood. 

Stacking Sheaves. 

Plowing with an eight horse team F. Posthumus. 

Ed Reages Snowmobile, c1935. 

End of an era, c1967. 
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Prairie sod shack at Wilmar, Sask. C1900. 

Rapid City Memorial Cairn. 

Alex Hucul and Ted Clark. 
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Mrs. John Whyte. 

Group from Royal Canadian Legion on Memorial 
Day. 



Rapid City Gun Club, c1897. 

Boy Scouts. 

Pioneers, back row left to right: Mrs. C. McQuinn, 
,Mrs. Thomas Sample. Front row; Mrs. Em Cable, 
Mrs. M. Hotham, Mrs. J. Burland. 
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Walter Scott after a successful duck hunt. 

The former Presbyterian Church that was used as 
a school from 1914 to 1918 at Moline. 
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