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of all seventeen schools on 
the map, Melita is the only 
one in operation today. 
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The area our book covers in
cludes the Town of Melita 
and Arthur Municipality; 
school districts in the munic
ipality including any that ran 
out of Arthur; Napinka be
cause of the affiliation of 
school students with Melita; 
and the district of Bede be
cause of its involvement 
within this area. 
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Artwork by: The picture on the cover of the book was sketched by the late Phyllis Dobbyn. The CPR 
station, water tower, and telegraph lines are all now things of the past, but the rail way remains as a vital service to 
the area. 

Our appreciation to Al for use of this sketch. 
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Dedication 

This book we dedicate to the memory of our 
pioneers; to their courage and resourcefulness; their 
faith and determination. We also remember the many 
now gone who carried the torch from the forerunners 
and have handed it to the now generation. 

Acknowledgements 

The accurnrnulation of facts in events of history is 
not something that is easily come by. The characteris
tics of patience and perseverance have been played on 
many times, by many people in putting this book 
together. There will be a few mistakes and some 
omissions - for this we ask your forgiveness. We 
regret that many families contacted did not submit 
histories - this unfortunately makes our edition 
incomplete. 

We gratefully acknowledge our Federal grant 
sponsored by The New Horizons Group, directors of 
which were: Wanda Fraser, Dorothy Rowe, Martha 
Schoonbaert, Gladys Williamson, Dorothy Cheyne, 
Hazel Coates, Harry Mason, George Fletcher, 1. S. 
Winthrope and Howard Rowe. Mr. G. M. 
Cruickshank was a director until the time of his 
death. We thank this group as well, for assistance and 
support. 

What a privilege to be able to read all the old 
newspapers thanks to August Lenz. Our gratitude 
to Jim and Lillian Yeo who had saved copies of the 
New Era from 1955 and so generously loaned them. 
Credit must go to the late Robert Livesley who had 
made numerous notes, and saved clippings, etc, and 
his family who donated these to our museum follow
ing his death. These were most helpful. 

Appreciation to those who helped Georgette and 
Bev read all those years of papers: Jean and Jack 
Barker, Hazel Quane, Kathleen Eyers, Wilma Mallo, 
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Joyce Barber, Lorna Coleman, Dorothy Garnett and 
Lois Bugg. 

Thank-you to the Art Club for use of table and 
chairs; to Cliff Snyder Jr. who spent hours research
ing the homestead and land ownership history of 
Arthur Municipality and Doreen for the days of typ
ing the same; to Hertha Downey for compiling all the 
medical area; to the numerous people who re
searched and compiled the history of schools, 
churches, towns, sports, lodges, organizations; to 
members of families who submitted. 

We are grateful to Chuck Lund who patiently 
produced maps; to Linda Downey and Martie Minnis 
for reading microfilm at the Department of Education 
in Winnipeg; The Golden Age Club who researched 
the history of Melita residences; thank-you all who 
loaned pictures, articles and books to help us in so 
many ways. 

Special mention for hours and months spent by 
Constance Dann in searching for names and ad
dresses of former Arthur residents and Georgette 
Hemeryck for days spent in organizing pictures, 
researching and writing. 

Appreciation is extended for kind permission to 
use whatever we needed from "Melita Tales and 
Trails", "Sourisford And Area From 1879", Bert 
McKay's article on N apinka and part of Roy Brown's 
story on The Empress of Ireland. 

Our thanks to Provincial Archives and Depart
ment of Education for assistance in finding what we 



wanted and for the invaluable service of having pre
served the information. 

We thank the Legion Auxiliary for the time they 
spent in helping to prepare the brochures for mailing; 
the Royal Bank for allowing us to use their stamp 
machine 3,000 stamps would have been a lot of 
licking!!!; Morris Smeltz for the loan of a typewriter 
for over a year; John McRae, Ken Williams, Jim and 
Lillian Yeo for many articles and numerous con
versations to verify stories or clear up confused is
sues; Tonie Hemeryck and Frank Warsaba for taking 
copy to Altona on one particular occasion; and Rick 
Holmes for numerous photocopies. 

Our most necessary typists deserve much credit: 
Doreen Lund, Monica Lesy, Raylene Thompson, 
Darlene Simpson, Kerry Kirkup, Greg Fletcher, Nor
ma Innes, Val Wray, Cecil Speare, Penny Nield and 
Betty Ross. 

Our proofreaders besides the regular committee 
who were so essential were: Jean Barker, Mima and 
Cecil Speare, Margaret Champion, Lorna Coleman, 
Marion White, Grant and Ruby Andrews, Dorothy 
Rutherford, Margaret Vercaigne, AIda Sitko, Kath
leen Eyers, Evelyn Coleman, Reta Yeomans and 
Edith Matcham. Thank you all. 

We much appreciate the Provincial Grant which 
just came through in April 1983 through the Depart
ment of Cultural Affairs and Historical Resources. 

We thank the many who made deposits as re
quested. This was much needed funding to help us 
get started in the expensive process of publishing our 

Some Sidelights of Melita's Past 
Robert Livesely 

A difficulty in dealing with the more human and 
therefore more interesting feature of the progress of 
any community is that events of a century ago cannot 
be fairly read in the light of today. Custom is law in a 
large measure what was allowable or even commen
dable under the custom of a century later. The read
ing publics do not make allowance. They are apt to 
judge the facts related to the past by the standards of 
the present. 

They do not recognize the absolute truth of the 
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book. We acknowledge also the generous donations 
made by: 
L.O.B.A. Lodge 
Frank and Eva McArthur 
Mrs. Grace Ferguson 
Bill and Bev Russell 
Doreen Lund 
Monica Lesy 
Raylene Thompson 
Greg Fletcher 
Norma Innes 
Val Wray 
Betty Ross 
Kerry Kirkup 
Penny Nield 
Cecil Speare 
Tonie Hemeryck 
Cliff Snyder 

A special word of appreciation from the commit
tee to our editor Bev Russell for her skill and consid
eration in gathering information for this community 
effort. 

Our committee which was met on a weekly basis 
since 1981 has been Constance Dann, Georgette 
Hemeryck, Doreen Lund and Bev Russell. Thanks to 
Jean Austin who gave us a year of her time when we 
started. No group could have worked better together! 
We would be remiss if we did not commend our 
families for their steady support. 

It's been a lot of work but we also had our share of 
fun, and now the satisfaction of a worthwhile goal 
accomplished. 

phrase "Other times, other manners." Therefore 
many legitimately interesting episodes of the old 
days must go unrecorded rather than that the men of 
enterprise, energy, foresight and patriotism who put 
Melita on the map in the years from 1879 onward 
should be misunderstood. 

They, who so to speak, put Melita on the map, 
deserve the best and that those who are the heirs of 
their efforts and successes or even failures can think 
of them. The occasion was great and they were men 
of the occasion. 



Introduction 

It has been a great honour, a lot of hard work, and 
tremendous education to coordinate this history 
book. 

In studying history, even such a limited era of 100 
years, one can't help but appreciate that laws, 
customs, and ideas do change but people are really 
the same. Those who lived 100 years ago had ambi
tions and dreams, failures and fulfillments and with 
all that, laid down the foundations of Melita and area. 
They set goals, met setbacks and continued to strive 
for a better tomorrow. Theirs wasn't an easy life, they 
met challenges that we don't have today; on the other 
hand today and tomorrow have their own challenges 
that are and will be no less difficult. 

Early History 
by A. B. Estlin 

The first white men to explore this part of what 
was then known as the "Great Lone Land" were La 
Verendrye and his two sons. 

In 1738, La Verendrye discovered the mouth of 
the Red River, ascended it to where it is joined by the 
Assiniboine, then called the "Forks" , went on up the 
Assiniboine some 60 miles, to near where Portage la 
Prairie now stands. Here he built a fort called "Fort la 
Reine". He then sent some of his party back to the 
"Forks" where they built "Fort Rouge", which gave 
its name to the southern division of Winnipeg. Late 
in the year 1738 La Verendrye made a journey south, 
in search ofthe Mandan Indians, who were supposed 
to know a route to the western sea. It is more than 
probable that in this journey he followed the same 
route his sons took later, through Sourisford, but 
although he found the Mandans, he could get nothing 
from them about the route. 

In April 1742, his two sons, Pierre, known as the 
Chevalier, and Francois, his younger brother, left 
their father at Fort la Reine, and travelled up the 
Assiniboine and Souris Rivers, in another effort to 
gain some knowledge from the Mandans. 

There is every reason to believe they camped at 
Sourisford, as mention is made in their records of the 
Antler Creeks; called in Cree "He-a-pa-wa-kpa" or 
"Head and Horus Creek", mention is also made of 
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As you read this book may you see and appreciate 
your heritage. May the present generations find firm 
foundations and through the same kind of FAITH as 
their forefathers, feel secure to build on these foun
dations for the next 100 years. 

May the next generations also be wiser and not 
wait 100 years to record events. 

Now Faith Is The Substance Of Things Hoped For, 
The Evidence Of Things Not Seen. 

Hebrews 11: 1 

Editor 
Bev Russell 

the mounds nearby (see story). Next to them, in 
November 1797, we find the great explorer, David 
Thompson, also set out for the Mandan Villages. He 
travelled also along the rivers, as far as Sourisford. 
Here he was overtaken by a terrific snowstorm, in 
which one of his men and several of his horses got 
lost. To get shelter from the storm, Thompson struck 
east and camped in the Turtle Mountain or "Turtle 
Hills" as they were then called. They found the lost 
man, who was almost dead, but not the horses; as 
soon as the storm was over they continued their 
journey and arrived safely at the Dogden Buttes, in 
the general vicinity of Minot, North Dakota, or a 
little southeast of there. At Verendrye, N.D. there is 
a monument to Thompson. Thompson's party 
reached the "Knife River Villages" close to the Mis
souri River a few days later, stayed there till January 
10, 1798, and then retraced their steps back to Cana
da. 

It might be well before going further, to say 
something about the Mandans. They were a tribe of 
Indians, but very different to the Nomad tribes. The 
Mandans dwelt in permanent, fortified villages, or 
settlements, consisting of groups of solid, domelike 
mud huts. They were farmers, and grew quantities of 
com, pumpkins and beans, which they stored in 
cellars, and traded for furs with the Indians, and also 
for tools and other useful merchandise brought out by 



the Hudson's Bay Company, and other traders. They 
frequently made journeys north with their produce, 
and the early settlers in the Red River settlement got 
com from them, when a grasshopper invasion de
stroyed their own crops. 

The La Verendrye brothers spent the months of 
May, June and July 1742, at the Mandan villages, 
waiting for a party of western Indians, who were to be 
their guides. These were the Horse Indians, who 
made them friends with the Bow Indians, who took 
them west as far as the foothills, the brothers being 
the first white men to catch sight of the Rocky Moun
tains. They then turned south, made a detour east, .. 
and arrived on the site of what is now Pierre, N~.llik 
Dakota, which is about 300 miles straight south of 
Melita. 

Here, on March 30, 1743, on the west bank of the 
Missouri River, they built a stone pyramid, and also 
buried a leaden plate, on which was cut with a dag
ger, an inscription saying they had taken possession 
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of the country in the name of the King of France, by 
right of discovery. This plate was found on February 
16, 1913, or 170 years after by a school girl, the 
spring rains having washed away the earth, and ex
posed the plate, which now lies in the State Museum 
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of SOuth Dakota at Bismark. They then travelled 
north, returning the way they had come, and rejoined 
their father, who was impatiently waiting for them at 
Fort la Reine. 

Shortly after this important discovery, La Ver
endrye and his sons were recalled east. They had 
opened up a vast territory, rich in furs, but others 
reaped the harvest for when La Verendrye and his 
sons finally got a new commission from Acting Gov
ernor De La Galissoniere, La Verendrye died, and a 
new Governor refused the sons permission to again 
go west. In 1804 Alexander Henry also made a trip to 
the Mandan villages, and as his diary says that sev
eral of his companions had made the trip before, he 
probably also took the route via Sourisford. 



The Yellow Quill Thail 
taken from "Melita's Tails and Trails" with kind 
permission 
- K. H. Williams 

This trail which was originally an Indian trail and 
later used by the furtraders and buffalo hunters from 
the Red River Settlement, was also used by many 
settlers coming into this area. There also is evidence 
that some of the early explorers used this trail on the 
journeys to the Mandan Indians on the Missouri 
River. 

In certain places where the original prairie still 
remains, parts of this trail may be seen. In this area 
on the WY2 15-3-27 on land formerly owned by Mr. 
Niel McLure, where the trail crosses the deep ravine 
which leads to the river, the trail is clearly visible 
through the ravine and over the hilltop, running in a 
north-easterly-southwesterly direction. Also on the 

The Boundary Commission Thail 
excerpts from "Preface" written by A. B. Estlin 
in his annals. 

"The Commission Trail crossed the Souris River 
a short distance north of the grove (Sourisford Park). 
This trail was one of the principal highways of the 
early days, and was either used, or made, by the 
wagons and carts of the Boundary Commission, 
which surveyed the International Boundary line 
about 1872. This International 10int Commission was 
appointed by the Canadian and United States Gov-
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old R. M. Graham farm, NW 36-3-26, about a quar
ter of a mile south east of where the first Melita Post 
Office was established, the trail crosses the creek and 
the eastern hillside towards where the 1. H. Kenner 
and Alf Cochlan houses stood, and from there to
wards where the water tower now stands in Melita. 

This trail from what is now the north western part 
of North Dakota followed the South Antler and North 
Antler creeks north easterly and along the western 
and northern sides of the Sours River, along the 
hilltops just along the edge of the plain, to near where 
the town of Souris now stands and then towards 
Grand Valley which was the original settlement near 
Brandon. The trail remained on the south side of the 
Assiniboine River to Portage la Prairie and to Head
ingly where it crossed the river and on to the Red 
River Settlement and Fort Garry. 

ernments, and the survey was started on the eastern 
boundary of the province, and the surveyors travelled 
west about ten miles north of the line (49th parallel) 
on the Canadian side. 

It was necessary to travel on the Canadian side on 
account of the hostile tribes of Indians, which would 
have necessitated a large military escort to guard the 
parties, had they travelled on the American side 
... " (see Early Settlements and Townsites along the 
Souris River by H. H. Saunderson) 





The First Settlers 
by A. B. Estlin 

The first white settler we have any record of was 
Charles West. He was living, or rather existing, in a 
dugout shanty on the west bank of the Souris River, 
near, or in, the grove, when Walter F. Thomas and his 
companions, James Kinley and Alfred Dugay, ar
rived there in December 1879. 

How West had managed to live is a mystery, as he 
had no provisions of any sort, and not even a gun. It 
was said he had fallen out with the Hudson's Bay 
Company, and was a fugitive. Nothing more is 
known of him, as he left the vicinity the next spring. 
Thomas located a claim, and he and his two compan
ions built a log shanty, and lived in it that winter, until 
their provisions got low, when Thomas had to make 
the long journey to Fort Garry to replenish them. 
During the winter a gang of men arrived at the camp 
on their way to Roche Percee. Roche Percee, or the 
Pierced Rock, is about 100 miles nearly due west of 
Sourisford on the Souris River, which crosses the 
International Boundary line a few miles south of 
Roche Percee, runs south, and then turns east, mak
ing a big semicircular bow called by the Americans 
the big bend of the Mouse River, Souris being the 
French for Mouse. It then runs north again, and re
enters Canada about ten miles south of Sourisford. 
The country round Roche Percee was found to be 
underlaid with lignite coal, which, in places, came 
up to the surface. It was mixed with clay, and prairie 
fires had burned away the coal, leaving the clay in 
mounds and pillars of all sorts of queer shapes, one 
large mound has a large hole in it, hence the name 
"Pierced Rock" . 

This gang of men was sent by Hugh Sutherland of 
Winnipeg and some of his associates. They were to 
build three scows, dig enough coal out of the river, or 
creek banks to load them, and float them down the 
Souris and Assiniboine Rivers to Winnipeg. They 
needed more help, and wanted Thomas to go with 
them, but as the country had all been burned over by 
a prairie fire the previous fall, Thomas was afraid 
there would be no feed for the ponies on the journey 
back. Finally Alfred Dugay agreed to go, taking one 
of Thomas' ponies, which the foreman of the gang 
agreed to return in good shape, or replace. Shortly 
after this Thomas left for Fort Garry, or Winnipeg, 
got his provisions, and came back via Emerson, 
along the Commission Trail. When he got to the 
shanty, he found that he had new neighbours, as 
Alfred Gould and David Elliott had come in, bought 
Wests' claim and taken possession. 

Meantime Sutherland's men had got safely to 
Roche Percee, built their scows, loaded them with 
coal, and started on their long journey into Dakota 

x 

round the big bend, finally arriving at Sourisford 
with one scow, the other two having found a watery 
grave. This seems incredible in view of present river 
conditions, but the Souris was a mighty rushing river 
in those days, being half a mile wide in many places. 
At all events the remaining scow made the remainder 
of the trip to Winnipeg with West, Kinley and Dugay, 
which is the last heard of them. 

The industry pioneered by Mr. Sutherland and his 
friends, has become the sheet anchor of the prairie 
dwellers, as Souris coal is used in enormous quan
tities in city plants and homes, as well as by farmers, 
giving work to hundreds of miners, as well as freight 
to the railways. 

During the summer of 1880 the lands in this 
district were surveyed by the Dominion Government, 
and settlers who had gone on land in advance of the 
survey, or squatters, as they were called, were al
lowed to enter for their claims, but the land was not 
opened for others until 1882. 

Among the first settlers were Philip and Nicholas 
Rowe, who with a younger brother and Tip Helliwell 
located on 33-2-27. In 1881 John B. Elliott, a brother 
of D. Elliott, joined the little settlement at 
Sourisford, and A. M. Livingston, Dr. Sinclair and 
John Dobbyn located themselves near where Melita 
now stands, and Amos Snyder and his two sons, John 
and Henry, a little northwest of Sourisford, while R. 
1. Took went further west and south. 

Dr. Sinclair and John Dobbyn both got busy, and 
built cities (in their minds). The former had a town
site surveyed on the west side of the river, on NW 
36-3-27 which he called "Manchester", and the 
latter, on the east side, on 32-3-26, which he called 
"Dobbyn City". Lots in both townsites were sold in 
Winnipeg, and no doubt as far east as Ontario. Keen 
rivalry existed between the two embryo towns. This 
was increased when a post office was established, 
near Dobbyn City called "Menota", and the river 
rose to flood proportions the following spring, giv
ing the easterners an apparent advantage, but Dob
byn City died a natural death, and "Manchester", 
after it too had got a post office and built a ferry boat, 
lost both its name and location, and became 
"Melita" - of this I shall have more to say later on, 
meantime the mail was brought from Brandon by E. 
P. Snider and his brother, Milton, (who kept the post 
office of "Menota" on 4-4-26,) with a team of 
mules, the C.P.R. main line having reached Brandon 
on September 25th, 1881. 

Another embryo town was surveyed on the" Pen
insular" a stretch of table land lying between the 
Souris and a deep wide ravine, which was flooded 



every spring by the overflow of the Souris, called the 
"Blind River". This town was on 26-2-27 and was 
called "Souris City". It was extensively advertised 
and large maps printed, shewing the lots, 2,088 to be 
exact, piers, and steamers, plying up and down the 
river. These were also sold in considerable numbers. 
Many of them were registered in the local Registry 
Office, then at Deloraine, to the joy of the Registrar, 
and to the sorrow of the owner of the property when 
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he had to pay the lot owners, later on, to relinquish 
their claims, in order to clear up his title. 

Yet another townsite, further east, between Delo
raine and Whitewater, was also surveyed, but when 
some of the "fortunate" purchasers attempted to 
locate their properties, they found they could not get 
near them, as they were under water. This town was 
called "Moberly". It faded away, or should I say, 
floated. 
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MANITOBA 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Melita and Area History Committee 
Melita, Manitoba 
ROM lLO 

Dear Members: 

Room 228, Legislative Building 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C OV8 
May 18, 1983 

As M.L.A. for the Constituency of Arthur, I would like to recognize 
and pay tribute to the many pioneers and citizens of Melita and District 
on the occasion of their 100 years as a town. The many contributions you 
have made as residents of this area and who serve the south't;-lest, making 
it a thriving part of a great country; providing opportunities and caring 
for the needs of all citizens, young and old, are what makes you a town 
you can be proud of. 

A strong agriculture community with newly developing activities in 
the oil and related industries, will give you assured growth and prosperity 
in the years to come. 

The beauty of the area, with its trees, the importance of its location 
on the Souris River, cannot go unrecognized by its own residents or friends 
from other parts of the Country. 

It is to be hoped that we all can be proud of our heritage, thankful 
for our free country, and look forward to the next century with hope of 
even greater fulfillment of your life in this community. 

xiii 

Yours sincerely, 

James E. Dovm.ey, H.L.A. 
Arthur Constituency 





Arthur Municipality 
Land Titles Excerpts 
by A. B. Estlin 

The year 1882 was a year of wonderful develop
ment for the whole province and particularly for the 
southwest. The fame of the Antler district with its 
splendid land, wood and water, had spread far and 
wide and settlers flocked in. 

The Dominion Government had opened a Land 
Office near the Commission Trail in the summer of 
1880 with George F. Newcombe as agent, and a Mr. 
Wood as assistant. They were succeeded by W. H. 
Stevens in 1883, and by 1. A. Hayes in 1887 and John 
Flesher in 1889. 

Guides were appointed to help locate the new 
settlers, some of whom had entered for their claims 
"unsight and unseen", as the saying then was. These 
had to be shown where their claims were, while 
others had to choose them from the list of available 
land supplied by the agent. This choice was facili
tated to a surprising degree, by a judicial transfer of 
small oblong pieces of dark green paper to the hands 
of some of the guides. 

A store, blacksmith shop and boarding house, 
and later on a flour mill, were located a mile or two 
north of the Land Office and the village of Old 
Deloraine was started. These buildings were moved a 
few miles north and west to the present town of 
Deloraine, when the Canadian Pacific Railway line 
was built to that point in November 1886. 

The Provincial Government also located a Land 
Registration Office for the County of Souris River on 
January 1, 1882 in Old Deloraine, with A. P. Stuart as 
Registrar. Mr. Stuart, in partnership with James Cav
ers, afterwards Postmaster, opened the first store, 
which was carried on for many years under the title of 
Cavers and Stuart. Mr. Stuart later opened a bank and 
insurance office, also bought scrip, and did a large 
loaning business. His two brothers joined him, one a 
lawyer, who practiced for several years. Both the 
brothers died, and A. P. Stuart moved to Montreal 
where he went into the grain business and died. 

The Dominion Land Office was moved to Min
nedosa some ten years later and finally transferred to 
Winnipeg. Mr. John Flesher, a highly respected and 
courteous official who was agent at the time, retained 
the appointment but died a short time after the re
moval of the office to Winnipeg. 

The writer is greatly indebted to the goverment 
for appointing Mr. Flesher, as he moved his family to 
Deloraine in 1899 and one of his daughters became 
the writer's wife. 

Now to return to Sourisford. Alfred Gould and 
David Elliott, had now built a house and bam and 
land seekers were increasing in numbers. Being at 
the crossing of the river and near the Commission 
Trail, this soon became a regular "stopping place". 
It was also a depot for mail before the Post Office was 
established. 

Now a few words about Gould and Elliotts. Many 
a traveller, often weary, and his animals fagged out, 
sighed with relief on reaching this haven. The stables 
were warm and comfortable for the animals, while in 
the house the traveller got the best food circum
stances would allow, well cooked and plentiful at a 
very moderate price, considering the distance from 
the source of supply. 

On July 6th, 1883, by Order in Council of the 
Provincial Government (The Honourable Norquay in 
the Chair), the Registrar's Office for the Electoral 
Division of Souris River was removed from Delo
raine to the "town of Souris" , on the NW 26-2-27. 
This is the embryo town spoken of before as Souris 
City. Mr. 1. P. Alexander who had succeeded Mr. A. 
P. Stuart as Registrar built a house and office on the 
townsite and took up his abode there with his family. 
His was the only house to be built, and it was re
moved to NW 34-2-27 a few years after, when Mr. 
Alexander obtained this quarter section as a home
stead. The office was moved again to NW 2-3-27 in 
1886 when Mr. Alexander resigned to contest the seat 
in the Provincial Legislature and 1. L. Campbell 



succeeded him as Registrar, and again in March 1891 
when it came to its present location in the Town of 
Melita, Section 1-4-27. Both Mr. Alexander and Mr. 
Campbell were public spirited men, and did a great 
deal toward the development of the district. 

The Municipality of Arthur and its 
History 
by Charles F. Campbell 

The successful Essay in the recent competition 
for prizes offered by The Pioneer Association, June 
20, 1901: 

To give as comprehensive and reliable a record as 
possible of the events and changes which make the 
history of the settlement and development of this 
corner of our fair province is the object of this short 
sketch. 

The settlement of the District claims our attention 
first. In the year 1879 a party of three white men left 
Winnipeg via Portage la Prairie, for somewhere. 
Having built sleighs at Grand VaHey, a few miles east 
of the present Brandon, to replace their wagons, (for 
winter was coming on) they pushed on southward 
and westward through the sand hills and up the river 
to Red Deer Head Crossing of Souris River on the 
Old Boundry Commission Trail. At this crossing 
they pitched camp December 1st, 1879, within a few 
yards of the Sourisford post office. The camp was 
pitched to stay. Of these three, one is still with us in 
the role of the "oldest inhabitant" Mr. W. F. Thomas. 
A home was made in the bush, which in those days 
was no mean forest, and the Pioneer life began. Trips 
to Oak Lake and Grand Valley for supplies provided 
work and incident to pass the time away, and on one 
of these trips the camp dog and a stray skunk had to 
be pressed into service to supply provisions for the 
march. A short time after the camp was established 
the settlers were surprised one morning by the sight 
of strange human footprints on the snow. A search 
revealed a neighbour in the bush, a certain Charlie 
West, alias Smith, whose business relations with the 
Hudson Bay Co. were said to be the cause of his 
particularly shy and retiring disposition. This man 
had neither gun nor provisions and had been, for no 
one knows how long, subsisting on roots and such 
small animals as he could catch. In the spring he 
moved still further westward away from the advance 
of settlement. In the year 1880 the colony was 
strengthened by the arrival of Messrs. Alfred Gould 
and David Elliot and in 1881 Mr. J. B. Elliot also 
joined the little company. The year 1882 saw a flood 
of settlers and a flood of waters. In that season a very 
large number of persons crossed the river, being 
obligingly ferried over by either the Gould or the 
Thomas line of boats at $5 per load. Each proprietor 
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had one vessel, the largest of which, 16' long, was 
made of two boards which cost the owner $8. The 
Souris at that time, was full from bank to bank and in 
many places at least a mile wide, and many of the 
incoming travellers were heard to say "how fine it 
would be when the steamers got running up and 
down the river". In May of that year, a certain Cap
tain Naughton and Archibald McBeau came up the 
river prospecting for a site for a water power grist 
mill. Mr. William Walker and Mr. P. B. Reekie, with 
their wives and families, came in at that time and 
settled in what afterwards became the Butterfield and 
Lyleton districts respectively. These ladies were the 
first white women in the district and Master John R. 
Reekie the first white child born in the community. 

The Lyles and Hostetters to the west, the 
McDonalds, D. G. Morrisons, W. H. Crowell and 
others to the north, John Edward and Charles Dob
byn, James and Pat McConnell and Joseph Gurnon, 
as managers for Mr. Trerice, Fred and William Strot
ton, Charles Roblin and many others also date their 
arrival in this season. Mr. Alex Trerice had erected on 
his farm, 12-4-27 in 1882, the first frame house in the 
district. At this time wood and timber were plentiful 
in the vicinity of the river and creeks and a large 
number of buildings were of logs. The majority 
however, for several years were built of sods and cut 
in the form of "bricks" making very warm and com
fortable houses, though not perhaps so elegant in 
appearance. The next year, 1883, saw the next farm 
house being the first in Township 3, Mr. A. M. 
Campbell's. Stone and brick buildings scarcely came 
until the nineties, Mr. James Duncan erecting the first 
brick house. 

From these humble beginnings, the present com
munity with its close neighbors and its fair town has 
grown. Of course fertility of soil and other natural 
advantages are responsible for the rapid manner in 
which the district has gained and held good settlers. 

The political and municipal history of Arthur 
must by briefly noted. The members of Parliament 
have been, Hugh Sutherland (Lib.) in 1882, Hon. T. 
M. Daly (Can.), then the late Dolton McCarthy 
(Ind.) carrying and resigning the seat in 1896 to the 
present member Hon. Clifford Sifton (Lib.). 

The first Provincial representative was the pres
ent Hon. Senator Finlay M. Young, who represented 
the southern part of the province before its division 
into Electoral Divisions. On such organization of 
Districts in 1886 Mr. 1. P. Alexander (Con.) secured 
the election against Mr. A. M. Livingston (Lib.). He 
in turn was defeated by Mr. A. M. Campbell in 1888 
who held the honour until defeated in 1899 by Mr. A. 
E. Thompson, the present M.P.P. 

In 1884 Returning Officer E. P. Snider held the 



first Municipal nomination at the house of Mr. Amos 
Snyder on 28-2-27. The first council was then and 
there, unanimously elected by acclamation as fol
lows: Reeve Mr. James Downie, Councillors Amos 
Snyder, Dr. Dann, 1. B. Elliot and Andrew Lyle, with 
Mr. W. F. Thomas as Clerk, a position he has held 
ever since. The council met in the same house in 
which it had been elected and on the Clerk's asking 
how he should" draw up" the first by-law he was told 
"Oh it doesn't matter. Draw it up with oxen". There 
was also a County Council, composed of the Reeves 
in all the municipalities in the Souris River County. 
For this county, these were Mr. Jim Downie for 
Arthur, Mr. E. H. Atridge for Medora, Mr. Henry 
Polloch for Brenda, Mr. R. M. Graham being clerk. 
The County Council however had an existence of 
only a few months and was abolished as unnecessary. 

In 1885 the municipality was divided into wards. 
It consisted at that time of Townships 1, 2 and 3 in 
Ranges 27, 28 and 29, each Range being a ward and 
having two councillors. Mr. 1. F. Campbell was 
elected Reeve by a majority of one in 1886, succeed
ing Mr. Downie; this position he held by acclamation 
until 1889. In 1887 a redistribution had occurred 
arranging the wards as follows: No. 1 - Twp. 1 in 
Ranges 27 and 28; No. 2-Twp. 2 in Ranges 27 and 
28; No.3 - Twp. 3 in Ranges 27 and 28; and No.4 

Twps. 1, 2 and 3 in Range 29. The number of 
councillors was at the same time reduced to one for 
each ward. Mr. G. F. Gale was Reeve in 1890. In 1891 
the municipality was enlarged to its present size, Mr. 
A. M. Livingston being Reeve, who held the first 
meeting of the council of the new municipality in the 
school on 2-4-27. The succession of Chief Magis
trates since then has been as follows: Mr. A. M. 
Livingston 1891 and 1892; Mr. A. Trerice 1893 and 
1894; Mr. G. T. Dodds, 1895-98; Mr. R. 1. Dobbyn, 
1899 and 1900; Mr. 1. W. Henderson at present, 1901. 

It is perhaps from the social standpoint, the great
est advancement is noticeable. An incident is told, 
and vouched for, which gives an interesting insight 
into early manners and customs. In the winter of 
1881-82 a certain young Indian Chenewechokie by 
name, had a lovely sister with an absolutely unpro
nouncable and unspellable name, which being inter
preted means "thunder and lightning". A good deal 
of rivalry was supposed to exist for the hand of this 
handsome squaw. Meeting one of the pioneers alone 
one day the Indian said "You want my sister? Eh 
W. F.?" "No!" said the person addressed "but I 
think 1. B. does". Soon afterwards the home of 1. B. 
was invaded by the mother of the dusky damsel. The 
old matchmaker opened the conversation with "You 
give me pony, you have my daughter". The victim 
was cornered but protested vigorously that he had no 
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pony and could not trade for the girl. "You give me 
sack flour then?" "No." "You give me some clothes 
then." (prints) "Haven't any at all." A long pause 
and then "You good man take her - take her 
give nothing." The giver however was disappointed 
by a refusal and the heartbroken maiden still lives in 
single loneliness on the Pipestone Reserve, though 
she often visits the old haunts, and old friends always 
get a pleasant smile from "Susie". 

As the years went on the community rapidly took 
on an old settled look. Stores were opened where one 
could buy eight lbs. of sugar for a dollar or one pound 
of tea for a dollar. Mr. R. M. Graham's store at 
Manchester, Messrs. Warren and Snider at Menota, 
Mr. Pat McConnel's west of Manchester and a branch 
of the first-named at Sourisford and later Lyleton. 
Post Offices were established, first at Sourisford with 
Mr. Alf Gould in charge about 1882, and at short 
intervals, Menota Mr. E. P. Snider postmaster, 
Melita, which replaced the name Manchester, Mr. R. 
M. Graham; Butterfield, Mr. Henry Dann; and 
Lyleton Mr. Andrew Lyle. 

The religious interest of the people were early 
attended to, for we find that on the first Sunday in 
August 1882 a religious service was held in Mr. Alf 
Gould's house at Sourisford. A meeting in October of 
the same year may be taken as typical. The pulpit was 
occupied on both these occasions by Rev. A. D. 
Wheeler, and the audience in the October meeting 
mentioned, which was in Mr. A. Trerice's house 
12-4-27, consisted of two settlers, John and Kenneth 
McDonald, and three Ontario land hunters, Mr. R. 
M. Graham, his brother Sam and Mr. A. M. Camp
bell. Of this early pastorate many tales are told. How, 
that the minister in paying a pastoral call had to sit in 
the doorway with a goodly stick to keep the pigs out 
of the parlor. In another occasion he was forced, 
before he could carryon any conversation to assist 
the good wife of the house to eject a couple of roving 
porkers that had invaded the house in search proba
bly of congenial companions and had become stuck 
fast beneath a hot stove. Some of his calls however 
were evidently to better purpose for we find Mr. 
Wheeler forming about one half of the first couple to 
be married in this district. The other part was Miss 
W. Langton, the officiating clergyman being Rev. 1. 
M. Harris of Souris. 

In 1884, a Presbyterian minister Mr. Manchester, 
labored in the district and in 1885 a Mr. McTavish. In 
'85 Mr. John Brown came to the community and 
became the pastor and friend to all. He continued his 
earnest work in the same field almost until his death 
in 1892 and is loved in memory by all whose fortune 
it was to know him. The small and scattered con
gregations of those early days have now been super-



seded by four churches in Melita alone, with large 
congregations, and other parts of the municipality 
are similarly well provided for. 

In the matter of schools - to save repetition -
this will be covered under the heading of Melita 
School. 

We may perhaps take a brief look at the Judicial 
record of the municipality. In 1881 the Dominion 
Government survey was completed. In 1882 the regi
stration of lands was attended to by Registrar A. P. 
Stewart of Deloraine. In 1883 the west was separated 
from Turtle Mountain District with Mr. 1. P. Alex
ander Registrar and the office still at Deloraine. The 
following year the office was moved to the town of 
Souriapolis in 26-2-27. This town had been surveyed 
in 1882 by Messrs. Carbett and Letts of Emerson, 
hundreds of lots were sold and the town destined to 
become the great city of the West. It is now but a 
memory of speculators and ploughed field. In 1896 
the present Registrar Mr. 1. L. Campbell was appoint
ed and the office moved to Melita. The County Court 
Division was not established until 1893, Mr. S. A. 
Bell, clerk. 

In the early days there was little wheat grown 
owing to the distance from market and the small 
amount of cultivators. What grain was sold had to be 
hauled at first to Brandon, later to Virden, then 
Deloraine became the market, and in 1891 the C.P.R. 
extended itself southwestward from Hartney and 
towns were started at Melita and the next season, 
Elva and Pierson. In the first years, the lands being 
new, good crops were the rule, wheat averaging prob
ably 25 bushels to the acre. Frost early in the fall 
however was a serious enemy and consequently very 
often, if not, almost every year, frozen wheat was 
much in evidence. Hauling loads to Virden and sell
ing for 35¢ per bushel was occasionally known. In 
some cases a storm-stayed farmer would corne home 
after selling his load of wheat, in debt for his ex
penses. The crop of '83 was cut by the only self
binder in the neighbourhood, Mr. C. S. Dobbyn's. 
The next year the western side of the river secured 
one, as Mr. A. M. Campbell imported a McCormick 
from Virden for $350. These machines and Mr. C. S. 
Dobbyn's first threshing machine in 1884 were in 
wide demand. Articles and stock were expensive and 
scarce. Rough lumber was bought for $65 per M. A 
good team of horses would bring from $450 to $600. 
One three year old by the way, imported into Man
itoba in 1880 was bought by A. M. Campbell who 
still has him alive and well. Mr. Pat McConnell had 
no difficulty in disposing of his good grade cows at 
$85-$100. Hens were sold at $1 a piece and cats $5 
down. We do not know when hens were first intro
duced but are informed that one of the first settings of 
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eggs brought in could not be hatched for lack of a 
mother so the good wife of the farm improvised an 
incubator by carrying the eggs next to her heart for 
the three weeks needed to hatch them. The experi
ment is said to have been a success. Oats were hard to 
buy at $2 a bushel in 1882 and for flour $8 per sack 
was reasonable enough, while other prices in propor
tion made high living a necessity. 

The Agricultural Society was formed in 1897 
with N. Cates President and 1. T. Newberry Secre
tary. The first fair was held in Menota in that year and 
in excellence of exhibits, some of the fairs, in the first 
few years have scarcely been surpassed, particularly 
in the line of roots and other farm products. 

Of the fact that this municipality can and does 
grow farm products to perfection no proof is needed 
but the fact that Mr. William Kilkenny won first prize 
for wheat at the Chicago Exhibition in 1893 and Mr. 
A. M. Livingston, the Grande Prix for barley at Paris 
in 1900. 

Mention might have been made of many events of 
interest in the early days of settlement had we room to 
go into the matters; of the excitement caused in 1885 
by Indians trekking through from the United States to 
aid in the North West Rebellion, ferrying their stuff 
across the rivers in tubs made of their tent covers 
stretched over willows; of the opening of ancient 
mounds and the finding of the skulls, bones and 
implements of the builders of that old race before 
Indians; of the formation in 1884 of the Sourisford 
Literary Society which built a hall and really flour
ished for several years and the establishment of an 
annual picnic at Lyleton in the later 80's which lasted 
till '99. 

Arthur Municipality is to be congratulated on the 
character of its settlers and the success and prosperity 
which has attended many of the pioneers. The sturdy, 
patriotic energetic nature of the men, yes and the 
women too, who ventured into an unknown world to 
carve their fortunes, is shown in their every act of 
those early days and thoroughly deserves the reward 
it has achieved. Away back in '82 a flag pole was 
erected and annual Dominion Day celebrations inau
gurated. The colonists showed themselves possessed 
of push, life and optimistic ambition. They were 
determined to be a people and now they are. 

"Old Man River" 
by A. B. Estlin 

The Souris, or Mouse River as the part that runs 
through North Dakota is called, has a history of its 
own. In the days of subdividing land and selling it as 
town lots, the Souris was shewn on the maps as a 
navigable river, with steamers plying up and down, 
but with the single exception of Hugh Sutherland's 



coalfields adventures, of which I wrote in the early 
history chapter, (see "The First Settlers") the only 
other vessels that the writer ever heard of were fer
ries. 

The first of these was built by W. F. Thomas in 
1881 but it was small, and when settlers began to 
arrive with heavy loads, a scow was built and oper
ated by William Essensa who had settled at 
Sourisford that year. When the writer and his party, 
who had travelled from Emerson with their ox teams, 
arrived on the east bank: of the Souris in June 1882 the 
river was very high, and the flats were flooded, 
making a crossing of probably one-half mile. When 
Essensa came across to make arrangements for tak
ing the party over, we asked what it would cost, and 
were told $7 for each wagon or cart load and the loads 
had to be unloaded, reloaded on the opposite bank: 
and the oxen swam across. As we had seven or eight 
wagons and not much money we discussed the matter 
far into the night, and finally decided not to cross, but 
to tum back, and look over the land at the west end of 
the Turtle Mountain which we did and settled there. 
Settlers were now coming in increasing numbers and 
it was necessary to provide more means for crossing, 
as there was merchandise to be brought in, and some 
of the early settlers had some wheat to get gristed. So 
in 1888 a ferry boat was built to operate at 
Livingstone crossing which was between sections 
four and five, in township four and range twenty-six, 
a mile east of the present town of Melita. 

The money to build this boat was raised by public 
subscription and the names ofR. M. Graham, G. L. 
Dodds, James McConnell, James Duncan, Innes 
Melvin, Ben Clapp and others appear on the ac
counts. The lumber was brought from Deloraine and 
the work of building done by Ben Clapp. Innes 
Melvin was the "crew and the captain". 

It was quite a large boat, and cost with rope 
$266.89 and was used until bridges were built. 

The first bridge at Melita was built in 1891 and the 
first at Sourisford in 1897. 

But although bridges were built and grades made, 
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Old Man River was not conquered, for in the spring 
of 1902 he came out of his bank, and flooded the 
flats, so that the municipality of Arthur had to 
provide means of conveying people across. They 
employed Dan Maxwell who built a servicable boat, 
which was operated by Captain McAuley, until the 
water went down in May. The next year (1903) there 
was no flood but the following year, 1904, the flats 
were again flooded. This time the municipal fleet 
was augmented by the addition of the paddle wheel 
steamer "Empress of Ireland" built and commanded 
by Captain R. C. Large of Coulter, from which port 
she sailed on her voyage to Melita where she carried 
passengers on short trips, as well as doing ferry duty. 
This was the last time Melita was a port, but now the 
government has built two dams it is quite probable 
that boating will again come into its own. 

The river's history would be incomplete without 
some mention of its victims. The first of these that I 
can discover was a young man called Thompson who 
was drowned in 1882. He was alone at the time, and 
was not missed for some time. As soon as his absence 
was discovered every effort was put forth to find him. 
Alfred Gould, who was a good swimmer, dived re
peatedly, trying to locate him but to no purpose. The 
body was found sometime after, further down the 
river, caught in the willows. 

The next fatality occurred in the spring of 1893 
when John Nelson Burwash of Waskada was coming 
to Melita from his farm southwest of the present town 
of Waskada. The water was high that spring and the 
creek that runs into the Souris from the "Blind 
Souris" was very high. Burwash followed the trail 
down the creek bank but apparently did not realize 
how deep it was. The fatality was not discovered until 
some Indians found the body of the pony when 
search was made and his body was found by or in the 
buckboard he was driving. This accident occurred 
near the present bridge over the creek just east of the 
traffic bridge on the highway east of Melita. 

In 1902 another fatality occurred when Mrs. Wil
son, who lived close to the river at Melita, was 
supposed to have gone to dip up a pail of water when 
the rotted ice gave way and she fell in and was 
drowned. In 1904 a young man attempted to ride 
across the submerged grade at Melita, in spite of all 
attempts to disuade him, when he went too near the 
edge and the horse slipped and they went into the 
deep water at the side of the grade. The horse must 
have struck him as he never rose. This occurred in 
full view of a large crowd who watched him leave. 

In 1909 there were two fatalities, a little boy, Roy 
Badgley, and a young man called Hays, who worked 
in the Union bank:. These were both bathing acci
dents and occurred in July. 
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Homesteading 
The Dominion Lands Act, passed by Parliament 

on April 14, 1872, set out the homestead require
ments under which the Canadian prairies were set
tled. Surveyors first penetrated the Souris Plains in 
1880. For a $10 registration fee the head of a family, 
or a single man of 21 years of age could file on 160 
acres in any even numbered section, except sections 
8 and 26. Title to the land was received by living on it 
for six months every year for three years, building a 
house and barn on the land during that time, and 
breaking 40 of the 160 acres by the end of the three 
year period. 

In 1884 the government desired to attract settle
ment at any price and thereafter homestead duties 
could be performed in any of three ways: 

1. Three years' cultivation and residence. During 
this time the settler could not be absent for more than 
six months in anyone year. 

2. Taking up residence for two years and nine 
months anywhere within two miles of the homestead 
and then afterwards taking up actual residence in a 
habitable house upon the homestead for three months 
at any time prior to the application for a patent. 
Under this system ten acres had to be broken in the 
first year, 15 in the second and 15 in the third. 
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3. The five year system under which a settler 
could reside anywhere for the first two years. 
However, he had to perfect his entry by beginning to 
cultivate the land within six months, break five acres 
the first year, crop those five acres and break ten 
additional acres the second year and build a habitable 
house. He was thereafter able to abide by the usual 
conditions for the three years' residence. 
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Subsequent Orders in Council also specified the 
number of acres to be cultivated by persons perfect
ing their entries in the nonnal way. They had to break 
at least 15 acres and crop ten. 

In 1908 new regulations were issued stating that 
those in residence were now required to break at least 
30 acres, of which 20 should be cropped, before 
applying for patent. 



An Order in Council of July 5, 1882 authorized 
second entries. Some settlers were disposing of their 
homesteads as soon as they had been patented and 
drifting to America. This privilege of making a sec
ond entry was withdrawn in 1889 because it seemed, 
in practice, there was no limit to the number of 
entries a man could make. The practice was re
introduced only at the close of the Dominion Lands 
era. 

Originally a settler could homestead any unap
propriated public lands: whether the quarter he de
sired was part of an odd or even numbered section 
was of no consequence. All this changed in 1879 with 
the financing of the railroad (main line). Lands were 
withdrawn for 20 miles on either side of the line 
surveyed in 1874 and three years later these same 
lands were opened "to actual settlement", but not 
homesteading. They were for sale, no condition of 
cultivation and residence. 
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The government reserved the odd numbered sec
tions and sections 8 and 26 were given to the Hud
son's Bay Company for relinquishing their claim to 
the prairies in favour of the Dominion of Canada. 
Sections 11 and 29 were reserved as school lands, to 
be sold by auction at a later date and the proceeds to 
be used in the establishment of schools for the set
tlers' families. The Canadian Pacific Rail way was 
granted the odd numbered sections within the belt of 
land extending nine miles on either side of the rail
way line. Outside of the railway belt, the 16 remain
ing odd numbered sections were available for pre
emption. A settler could file on 160 acres of pre
emption land near his homestead for the $10 filing 
fee plus $1 per acre. 

By Order in Council of July 5, 1880, the Man
itoba South Western Colonization Railway was en
titled to purchase the odd numbered sections in a belt 
extending for six miles on either side of its proposed 
line west of the provincial boundary, at a price of $1 
per acre. The rate specified was 3,840 acres per mile, 
which involved the reservation of two additional sec
tions in each township, adjacent to this 12-mile belt as 
compensation for lands reserved for schools. The 
allocation was increased in 1881 to 6,400 acres per 
mile, which was accepted thereafter as the acreage to 
which all second class lines were entitled, In 1884 the 
CPR acquired the Manitoba South Western and peti
tioned for a free grant in place of the right to pur
chase. This was authorized by Order in Council of 
February 4, 1891 and the grant extended to cover 
every mile of line operated by (or in the name of) the 
Manitoba South Western. 

An Order in Council of October 4, 1884 provided 
that bona fide settlers in occupation of sections 
granted to the Manitoba South Western had the right 
to retain lands so occupied, to the extent of 420 acres, 
on payment to the company of $2.50 per acre. Many 
of those who purchased lands from the CPR on this 
basis had already secured homesteads and pre-emp
tions on even numbered sections . 

A distinctively Canadian view of pre-emption 
was formulated in 1874. This set forth that the entry 
of a person for a homestead right shall entitle him to 
receive at the same time an interim entry for any 
adjoining quarter section then unclaimed, and such 
interim entry shall entitle such person to take and 
hold possession and cultivate the same and upon 
obtaining a patent for the homestead he could pur
chase the said adjoining quarter section. This priv
ilege was abused and was eventually abrogated with 
effect from Januray 1, 1890. 

In 1882 some sections were offered for sale to 
settlers and these were auctioned to try and reimburse 
the country for its outlay in the construction of the 



railway. In fact very little land was actually disposed 
of in this way (not more than 2,000 acres) and pur
chasers were later allowed to convert sales into 
homesteads. 

As well as homesteads, pre-emptions, cash and 
times sales, railway lands, school lands and Hud
son's Bay Company Lands there were various minor 
categories of land grant. An Order in Council of 
April 25, 1871 had made provision for special grants 
to ex-servicemen. Under the Volunteer Bounty Act 
of 1908, returned soldiers and nurses from the Boer 
War could enter for two quarter sections or accept 
scrip for $160. Land for which entry was taken was 
subject to the usual regulations. First World War. 
veterans and widows were voted 160 acres and/or a 
loan. In addition to his soldier grant an ex-service
man was free to exercise his civilian homestead right 
and he could also obtain land by purchase. The 
Soldier Settlement Act was amended in 1919 to 
provide that no free grant should be made to a settler 
who was the owner of or had a vested possessory 
interest in agricultural land of such an area as would 
constitute an average farm for the district. An "aver
age" farm for the Western Provinces was considered 
to be 320 acres. 

Among lesser categories of grant the most impor
tant in Western Manitoba was the allocation of 150,-
000 acres in aid of the University of Manitoba. 

On the following pages are section maps of 
each of the eight townships in the Rural Munic
ipality of Arthur. On each map is shown the 
"original owner" as obtained from the Man
itoba Archives and the present "owner(s)" (as 
of the spring of 1982) as shown on the municipal 
tax roll. The accompanying lists of names rep
resent those persons shown on the tax rolls in 
between those named on the maps. 

It should be pointed out here that these are 
not necessarily the "owners" but they are the 
taxpayers. And there were many discrepancies 
found in spelling of names, initials, etc., and in 
dates. This information, therefore, is not neces
sarily accurate and for this one should do a more 
complete search of the official records at the 
Boissevain Land Titles Office. The following 
information is included here strictly for inter
est's sake: Symbols and abbreviations used are: 
M.S.W.C.R.C. Manitoba South Western 
Colonization Railway Company; (H) - Home
stead; (Sale); (Military H) Military Home
stead. 
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Post Offices excerpts 
by A. B. Estlin 

The distribution of mail was a very interesting 
phase of pioneer life. It was regarded as a sacred trust 
and one that never seems to have been violated. The 
first mail for this district came to the Land Office at 
Deloraine. It was usually put in a grain sack and sent 
on to Gould and Elliott's by the first traveller going 
west. If he was not going all the way, he would giveit 
to someone else who was. Here it was opened and 
sent on as chance occurred. Often letters were carried 
by chance travellers one hundred miles further west. 
Some letters would be badly worn and the writing 
blurred, showing how the carrier had got caught in a 
thunder storm, or had had a mishap crossing a 
flooded creek, river or slough, but no matter, the 
letters got delivered. The outgoing mail was handled 
in the same seemingly haphazard manner. It was a 
maybe a few weeks late, but arrived safely. 

During the summer of 1882 a small store, opened 
by Warren and Snider in a tent, and a regular Post 
Office was installed there, the name of it being 
"Sourisford". The post office remained there until 
the railway was built to Coulter and Lyleton in June 
1903. Then the store was moved to Pierson by Mr. 
Gould. (see footnote) 

Settlement progressed by leaps and bounds. T. B. 
Gerry opened a blacksmith shop on his place on the 
east bank of the river, just below the crossing. Further 
north, F. B. Warren opened a store on 36-3-27 and R. 
M. Graham in the new town of Manchester on 
36-6-27 and Pat McConnell on the SE 34-3-27. 

The Warren store was run for two or three years 
and was closed up when the proprietor rented his 
farm and left the district. R. M. Graham's store, was 
moved into Melita in 1892 and Pat McConnell's to 
Deloraine about the time the railway arrived there in 
1886. 
Editor's note: 

The Postal Department states that Alfred Gould 
was Postmaster at Sourisford from 1884-1896 and 
following his resignation David Elliott from 
1896-1920. 

Cameron also had a post office starting in 1903 
with Postmaster W. D. Hamilton. This office closed 
about 1929. 

Other post offices in the area of this history are 
recorded in the town history of their location. These 
are Bede, Coulter, Coultervale, Elva and Napinka. 
Melita has a separate postal history. 
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Alfred H. Knolt 1937 NEV4 Grorgc P\tlmer 1926 Majonc Jean Hainswonh 1973 National Trust Co. 1914 

Mis!> Viole1 Piirsons 1944 Mrs:. E. H. Au.ridge Gd:oson K. Hannah 1933 SECTION 21 
Pe1c:r Haiu\wottn 1'925 

Alfred Hc:in.Lig 1948 (C:3.'>1 of river) 1914 Joseph and Eliz.abe!h Void; 1952 SECTION 16 NEV4 Joseph ~rflef 1926 

Gtorge F. McArthur 1953 w. E. Strange Mrs:. Eliubeth Vole\ 1958 NEV4 John Jackson 1903 SEV4 
funk R. Smart 1955 (easl of river) 1943 E. V. Hooper 1901 G. K, Hannah 1916 J, W. Mil1i()~n 1900 

William E. Strange 1956 SEcnON 12 Daniel Ramsay 1903 
NWV4 Leslie Millioo, 19B 

SECTION 3 NEV' Carman S. Ramsay 1955 Nationa! Trust Co. 1914 
NWI'I Gtorgc fraser IS94 Frederick C. Ramtiay 1964 Glb~n K. Hannah 1926 Pccer Hai!'.Sworth 1925 !'lEY4 j. J. <m.enlay SEI'I 

j. W Knlnel i901 (we!ot of river) 1914 
Mrs,S, Hinchey 1900 Ell:> Flagg Ra.,uay 1970 

John 1X'k~ot\ 1903 Maude iUld Mabel Hainsw'Or'.h 1947 
Q P. BeoKlfI 1903 Mrs. E, H. Attridge 

Nathan Hiochey 1901 N\\'V4 G. K. Hannah 1916- EliLalx:thHainswcrthl%1 
S. Hincl'!ey 1902 A. H. KUOH 1904 (etulofriver) 1914 Mr>., S. Hinchey 1908 WIlliam Henry Mi1lichamp {Hi IS93 SWV4 

1. S, 8rown 1926 W,E, Slrange H. E. Miller 1906 SWV4 
1 W.Millions 19IXJ 

Alfred H. Knot! 1937 Robert SUl'll.S 1911 Giboon K. Hannah 1926 ( ... 'C~t of river) 1943 Stanley Stocks 1928 Leslie Millions 19IJ. 
Mi~~ Violet Panoni 19M Mrs:. Nora Sinclair 

JocobJan;:en 1912 Great Weil LIfe 1936 Canada Pel'tlU11ent Mort. Co. 1923 National TM{ Co. 192~ 
Alfred Heinrig 1948 (west of river) 1958 Holly Hannah 1926 

Frank. R, Smat1 1938- SECflON22 Peler Haio$.wnnh 1925 
William G. Pownc 1953 Kielh E, MitllI1 (EV2) 1951 NEY4 rose-ph Doerfler 1926 
W. G. Powneand SEV4 

NWV4 Charles A. Millar (WV2) 1951 frank R. Smart 1931 
A. M. Gardiner 1959 H. E.Miller James Wesley Clemenl 1903 John Thom.lS Hooper {WJI2) 1961 

William G. Pcwne 1961 (ew;tofnver) 1911 N"WV4 SECTION 27 
K. R. McLennan 

Hnlly Hannah 1926 5EV4 Fr.utk R. Smart 1931 NEV4 
NWV4 (eJUtofriver) 1916 Lyle Lee 1944 Daniel RamY}' (H) 1m William Thoms.oo 1903 
P. G. BromIey 1901 CP,R. SEV4 ClUlTlllll S. Ramuy 1955 SEV4 William 1, Rent»n 1904-
John W, Knit1el IS'OS (Ust of river) 1928 Gwrge fnSt:r i894 Frederick. Clair Ramsay 1%4-

Jo1m Smart 19(» T. D. Sturgeon 1905 
Mrs. Kate Bromley 1916 W. E. Stl'ange (Cait) 11}'z1} Mr!;, S. Hinchey 1900 Ella Rags Rams.ay 1970 frank R. Smart 1947 Klc:1h E. Millar 1949 
S, K. Gibson 1950 William E. Suange 11}56 Naman Hinchey 190J SWt'4 NWV4 5WY4 
SEI-f4 SWY4 

S. Hmchey 1902 Trust &. Loan Ct}, 1895 fuhn Sma.."1 1906 John S, ThOtm011 1898 
1, W, Kniue! 1902 H, E,Milter 

William Hinchey 1905 Daniel Ramsay 1898 Frank R. Smart 1947 George L. Thomson 1903 
Robert TIm:nons 1910 0. P. Benson 1903 (eastofri\'er) 1911 Rolxrt Bum~ 1911 

Fted C. Ra.m$$.y 1955 T. O. Siurgeon 1905 
A, H. Knott 1904 K. R. Mclennan Ella Flagg Ra.-may 1970 SECTION 23 Keith E. Millar 1949 
1. S. Bro'Wl\ 1916 (east of river) 1916. 

.bcob J:uu:cn 1912 NEV4 
Alfred H. Kuott 1937 C.P.R. 

Canada Permanent Moo. Co. 1923 
SECTION 17 

Mrs. E. W. Hall 1903 SEV4 

Miss Violet ParSOIlS 1944 (east of ri~f) 1928 
Holly Hnr.nllh 1926 

NEV4 AI(redClml~ John Wifltam Kninell902 

Alfred Helmig 1948 W. E. Str:mge: (eI:I1l) 1929 Lyle Lee 1944 
John MitthtJlI901 

Mrs. Alfred Clark. 1914 H. E, Miller 1904 

William Q, PQwne 1953 Mrs. NQfil Sinclair SWV4 Danie! Ramsay 1906 A!f~ Clm: 1916 Landed Bank.ing & Loan Co. 1938 

W. 0, Pownc and ( .... -e!.l of river) 1958 lames Wesley Crement H 1897 Carman S. Ram~y 1955 P. W Hainswonh 1926 Kkth E. Millar 1943 

A. M. Gardiner 1959 HoUy Hannah 1926 Mt:s. Carman S. Ramsay 1956 Mi5~ Mabel K. Hainsworth 1946 SWY4 
WiIliamG. Powne 1961 SECTION S Lyf¢ Lee 1944 Frederick C. Ramsay 1957 hmcs W, HainsW1.'lM 1975 J. A. fiKher 1699 

SWv4 NEV4 Ella Ragg Ramsa: 1910 NWV-4 John William Kniltel 1902 

p, O. aromlcy 1901 H. C. Neilson 1903 SECT10N 13 NWV4 Mn, E. W. v.all 1903 H. E. Miller 1904 

JoM W. Knlttcl19O& Mn. H. C. Neilson i920 NEV4 Ca.mw; 5, lUms.3)' 1955 Alf~ Clark. 1906 Landed Banking &. Loan CI'l. 1938 

Mt:s. Kate Bromley 1916 S. K. Gibson 1927 1. W, Kniltell906 Mr!., Carman S. RamS3), 1956 Mrs, Alfred Clm. 1914 Kieth E. Millar 1943 

S. K. Gib$¢n 1950 CQloniwicn finance Co,. 1938 J G, Smith 1908 FtWc:rick C RamslY 1957 Alfred elm. 1916 
E R, Smart 1943 Elleo Knittel 1915 Eitl F1,lIg& Ramr.ay 1970 P: W, Hainsworth 1926 SEcnON 28 

SECI10N4 Proce FY1"(l(hul;. 1956 Ed A. McGregor 1940 SEV4 ALL 
NEV4 Vaughn Clair Ramsay 1966 S£Y4 

C. A. Sankey 1901 M. Fiupalrick 1891 
F. M. Cook 1903 NWV.' Daniel Ratnlly 1903 William Miller 1899 

NWV' F'tll::r Cook Shepherd 1902 
George Ac!chet 1906 Millichamp &- Coldwell 1905 O. P. Ben!.On 1904 Cannan S. Ramsay 1955 (0, K, Haruuh 1905 

1. w.Knillel1906 Mrs. Carman $, Rarm3y 1956 J. ii, Uric 1903 Kicth E. Millar 1957 W. E. Slnmgc 19n H. C. Neilsen 1901 AlfredClartl~ 
Mrs. Ji. C, Neilson 1920 1 G. Smith IroS Frederick C, R.\iruay 1957 

Mrs. Alfred Clan: 1914 NWV4 John W. Knincll938 ala Flagg Ramsay 1970 
A. 1. Calo 1904 S. K. Gibson 1927 E. A. Mt:Gregor 194(1 Alfred Crark 1916 SECTION 29 

NatioruJ Tflm CO', 1943 CoIonWtirut Finance Co. 1938 SWV4 P. W. Hainsworth 1926 /'i'EV4 

Samuel K. Gi~on 1945 F R. Sw.m 1943 SEl-'4 Cannan S. Ram:;ay Mi$~ Maude E. Hainsv.nnh 1946 George SI¢W<l1t .& John McFin[ey 1907 

fttderid Gibson 1960 Pnxx Fymchuk 1956 1 W. Kninel 1906 Mr>. Ramsay S. RltllrnIiy 1956 James W. Hain51V¢rth 1975 George S!C'V4'U1 1903 
Vaughn Clair Rllffi.$i4Y 1966 J. G. Smith I90B frederick. C. Ra.ms,ay 1951 

SWV4 
John McFinley lro? 

SEV4 
SEV4 

Ellen Kni!lel1938 Ella Rags Rmmay 1970 
C, A. Sankey 1901 

W. H. Borthwick 1910 
Frank), BJliky H t89S Ed A. McGregor 1940 Robc:n Purvc~ 1913 
John Ferm$tad 1903 

H. C, Neilson 19()3 Pc!ef Cook. Shepherd 1902 Gib$t)1'l K. Ha.-mah 1955 
Oliver Half Mad 1944 

Mrs. H. C, Neilson 1920 SWV4 SECTION 18 ]. H. Urie 1903 Uoyd 1. Md\.inQ()' 1957 
S. K. Glhwn 1927 0. P. Benson 1904 NEV4 AHrtdC!ark 1906 

William E. Strange 1965 ColonJ,;.uion Finance Co, 1938 J. W, Knittel 1906- Jess. E. Bennett 1904 Mr;. Alfred Clark 1914 
Dorothy E .. .lames A,. MId 

SWV4 F. R, Smart 194:3 ). G. Smith 1938 E, C. Ra.J'M3Y 1905 AlfredClatli. 1916 
William L. McKinlWY 1%5 

William E. Slrange 1956 Pro;:;c Fymchuk 1956 john W. Knittell93S F. C. Ramsay 1954 P. W. Hainsworth 1926 NWV4 
Edward Strange 1967 Vaughn Clair Ramsay t%6 E. A. McGregor t940 Ucryd 1. McKinney 1955 .lame$ W. Hainsworth 1946 E, F, MeOrcg(!r 1930 
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Kielb E. Miltar 1952 R. E, Denny (EVl) 1907 SWV4 Reva StCWiUt 1932 John Henry 1897 Nelwn Raeburn 1909 

SEV4 
Htnry Thomp$OO (EV2; \911 Joseph Met: (wt::~t of river) 1'XJ5 Uoyd). McKinney 1951 A.vllgel9OCl Htrben Raeburn 1926 
Wm, and Atber! Andrews (EV2) 1918 R. E. Denn}, (west of riw:r, t::oorothy E., James A., and Seymoor Young 1902 Trost & Loa.n Co. Canada 1932 

<.icorge SIC'Jo'll..'1 &. John MeFin!ey 1907 Edward Andrews i921 south of RR., 1901 William L McKinney 1965 1>'3 Pezl Yoong 1938 ThomM H, Raeburn 1938 
George Stewart 1-903 Andrew!. Estate 1931 Hiram Hannah (lIll north of R.R.ll909 rr;w).: Ron Y0\108 1970 Tru~t & Loan Co. 1944 
Mm McFintey 1909 William Andrews 1948 Edward Andrews {~st of river. 

SECTION 33 S£V4 
Uoyd 1. McKinney 19-:6 

W. H, Borthwick 19lCl south of R.R.) 1921 Glb~n K. Hannah 1952-
Robert f\l.n>es 1913 Mn. M:wde Moore (west Q{ river, NEW George Thompson 1903 
GibYm K. Hannah 1955 north ofR.R,) 1944 T, D. SI1Jrgeonl924 T. D. StUfgeon 1905 

7'<'W}'4 Lloyd), McKioney 1957 
SECTION JI 1 C. Bell EVol':st of river) 1951 Thoma& HMri. 1927 Frank YOllng 1'M8 

Charles Abbot! !f192 Dortthy E" Jame~ A., and NE}'4 Uoyd 1. McKinney (north (J( R.R.) 19$5 Mary Morton 1928 
SWI'l W. H. Millicha:np IS9) W'tlJiam L. MeKinm:y 1965 CP,R.1907 M~. Mirna Bdl (we31 of river) 1956 T D. SI<Jtgeon f..5\. 19"32 
William Thompson I9(H Mn. 1 R. Miltkhamp 1895 Helen S!Uf~ 1946 

SWV~ Himm Hannah (=1 oJ ri"'er) 1916 Dorothy E .• l;une~ A .• and William 
Kie!h E MilliIT 194$ T. D, Slurg«>n 1905 Londoo &. Cwada Loan Co, 1891 

E. F. McGreg<l11930 Grorgtr S(~-art (em of river, t. McKinney (e~tofri¥e1) 1%5 
O .. ey $, Young 1957 Frank Young 1949 James Rdd 1898 

K.ieth E. Mlllar1952 s.outh of R.R,) f916 MarglU'tt Young 1966 George Vei!ch 1901 
Agnes StC">\'a11 ts:um:)1937 SECTION 32 NWl/4 C. Gih>on 1906 
Mts. Maude MooIe (ean of river NEV4 George Stewan 1903 SEcnON35 Thoous GilM.on 1907 

SECTION 30 
north of R,R.) 1941 Robef\ S. Wolfe 1897 Agnes. Stewart 11X}6 NEV4 Catherine Gilxon J9"t6 

NEV4 
LI¢yd 1. McKinney (part) 1955 M~. Rumy Wolfe 19C() Lloyd 1. McKinn<!y 1951 .lames Reid 1901 Lewis Lee 1921 

Henry Thomj.Kon 1915 Dorochy E., h:nes k and Mrs. R. $, Wolfe 1901 Dorothy E. McKinney 1%5 Lewis L. ill 1908 Mn. E~~lbll944 

1 P. Robm$Ofl (frx.) 1921 
William L McKjrtn¢y 1965 George Slewart 1902 SEV4 Eva C, Uc 1944-

Ed Andrews ffrao;.l 1921 NWY4 Agnes Stewart I~ T. D. Sturgeon 1924 N\J.,fV4 SEV4 
Henry Thompson (cast of river) 1923 Jo5<eph Mee (""'Cst of river) 1905 G¢orge Sw;,.-art 1906 Thomas Harris 1927 C.PJL 1895 John R, RidnllOnd 1903 
William Andri!wt (west of river) 19)1 R. E. Denny 1907 Agnes St~-an: 19)8 M3ry Morton r928 1. S. iOOm!.On 1899 HNbert Raeburn 1909 
Edgar Thompson (cas! of river, 194$ E. Andrews ('o\eSI of rh't'r) 1916- Lloyd J. MeK:mncy 1<]51 T, O. Sturgeon £$1. 1932 Mrs. W. 1 Robertson 1903 TruM & Loan Co. of Canada 1932 
hmc:~ Bennie (eMt of riveri 1949 M.atIde Moore 1944 Dor«hy E. McKinney 1%5 He1tn Sturgeon 1946 Lt:wi5 L. Lee 1925 Thonm H. Raeburn 19)8-

NWV4 
Lloyd 1. McKinney (part) 195$ NWV4 KlcthE. Miltar 1<]48 Eva C. Lee 1938 lrusl & Loan Co. 1)144 

E. AndfCW~ (WYi) 1906 DomIhy E" James A., and Henry G1lTSlde 1898- Frar.k R. Young 1957 
SEV4 

Uoyd 1 MdGnney 1946 
William j, McKinney 1965 Gib!.On K,. HJ.J\.!lM 1952 

R. E. Denny (EVl) 1907 William Scrvidge 1904 S-WV4 John Wlddiss 1902 
Henry Thompson (En) 1911 SE .. WillWu Stovin 1906 Uoyd 1. McKinney 1%0 W, F. Widdiss 1903 
Wm. and Albert AodIews iEV2i 1918 <.icorge Stewart j80 rn:sj ~SIew:u1I908 Dorothy E .• .hmes A .• and J B. Whldis$ 1906 SWV4 

Edw:ud Andrew~ (west of river) 1921 (caM of ri\"er, 'SOUth of R.R.) 1907 Rcva Stewatt i9ZS WUlia.'ll L, McKinney 1965 HO'k;urlRowe 1949 Oudes Abbott 1892 
William Andrew~ (west of nvu) 19)1 Hiram Hannah (ea~! of ri¥cr, Uoyd 1. MeKinney 1951 W. H. Milhdmrnp 1893 

north of R.R.) 1907 Dorothy E •• J:unes A" and 
SECTION 34 

SWV4 Mrs. 1. R. Mlllidr,tmp 1895 
SEV4 Agne! S!eWart {e~! of riV<!f, William L McKinney 1965 J"ho Wlddis$ 1902 L.ondoo & C.;rn.::da Lo;m CQ, 1897 
Henry Thompson ((rae.) 1921 NEV4 W. E Widdj!.~ 190) Jarnei RdJ 1898 !.OutbofR.R,} 1937 John P. Jxltson H!?l Ed Aoo.rews. (frx.j 1921 Maude t, Moore (t;l$t of river. 

SEV4 J. B. Widdiss 1906 G«Jrg<: \'eilCh 1901 
Andmvs Estate {~5t of rim} t931 George Stewart 1904 John Henry 1891 Georgt E. Rowe 1908 C. Gibson 1906 north of R.R.) 1938 A. Gage 1900 EdglU" TlIDmpson (eas! of river) 1945 Ed Andrews E.t. (west of river) 1944 

Agnes Slc1I.'lU1 1938 ], B. Widdiss 1922 ~Gibsool907 
Wmiam Andt-ews twe!>! of riverll948 J C. BeU (well of river) 1951 

Lloyd 1. McKinney 1951 Seymour Ymlng 1902 Ho\S'atd Rowe 1949 C!.berioe Gib$on 1916 
.b.rnes Bennie (east m rh'(:r) 1949 lloyd J. McKinney (¢3~ of rivu) 1955 

Dorothy E .• .hme-s A., and Iva Peilfl Young 1938 Le\vi~ ill 1927 

SW'" MI'>. MillU Bell ("'l':st of river} 1956-
WilliAm L. McKinney 1965 Frank Ross Young 1970 

SECTION 36 Mrs. EvaLec 1944 

E. Andrews (WY2) 1906 Dorothy E , hIDes A. and Wllliam $WV4 ~'"WV4 NEV4 Charles Roben:;Q1l 1S99 

Andrew Myle~ (En} 1906 L. McKinney (east 0( rivet) 1%5 George Stewart 1904 John P. J;}(kson 1891 John R. RichlOOnd 1903 Doug!3. V. Hanncil 189<) 
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Townsbip 2, Range 26 

H;tI"'o'e)' w. Hullon (H) Har.'e)'W.HuItOfl M.S. W.e.R.C EJiLaAnoMarrio« 
Richard W. TOOnu\ M.S. W.CR.C. M.S.W.C.R£. Samuel P:.!nen Giles B. Hauel (H, M.S.W.C.R,C. M.S.W.C.R.C .S82 (Sale) 1887 M.S.W.C.R.C (H) 18S4 

Drh'er 6. HtXld Olhcf 6. Hood Rcmi A. &. Maria V, Rerrn A. & Maria V. Rem! A. & Marl .. v. FAgar Thompson 
(H) 1884 

Rebert G 
rloyd W. & Elsil': P. A;,yt:! W. & Elsie E Clement (H) 1894 1886 

WiI!aert Willner! 
Wiltaert Wm. Garfldd Wrighl Vanbe-5daerc 

Ch<y..., Ch,::),"e Roy Stewart Heelor E. McKinnrm 

31 32 33 34 35 36 

Edtoond M. RIm &l:nand M. Ross M,s.,Wclte. I DavldMarrion(!il Richard W. Thorna~ M.S.W.C.R.C, Samuel Palleli Heclor McKinnon (H) M.S.W.C.R.C M.S. W,e.R,C M.S.W.C.R.C. (H,1893 M.S,W.c'R.C. 
OliVffB. Hood Olivn D, Hood Military (Hl 18&6 MlHlary (HI1886 Remi A. &. Marill V. 

EdgarTho~on 
l8Jl.l RDbenG. Royd W. Cheyne 

AQ}d W. &. E!~ie P. CIerTX:r.1 (H) la'!3 HI96 
Oliver 8, Hood Olivera. Hood Willaert wm. Qarlidd Wrighl 

VMlbeseliktt 
Ch<y~ Roy St¢w:m Hmof E, McKinnon 

mhn Spence {Hi 1882 

T. B. (krry 1891 W. C. McKiM¢1I 
WHfiAl" Heath 1907 

Ftan('is Andrews: William H. Stwffleld Anhur frederick. M.S.W,C.R.C. M.S,w.C.R.C. Hudson's Bay Co. Ao:yd W. & Elsie P. M.S. W,C,R,C. M.S.W,C.R,C. 
Leonard 1 G.:trdinet 

1903 
James VIi!liam Forsler 

(SLS,) 1906 (Sale) 18:81 HiggiM m; 1884 Wrn. Garfield Wright 
Roben George (notification) 18S1 Ch<:yneH2 RoyS!cWMt RO)'Stew:.u1 Oliver B. Hood Oliver B. Hood Larry Vanbeselaere Sarah Wright Vanbe5clnen: Alexander & Robert 

I Cheyne w,"'2 

30 29 28 27 16 25 

T. D, Gerry 1891 John A. Mu~1I eli} 
William Heath 1901 Iohn Mat~n 1908 

William H. Sheffield Anhur Frcderkk M.S.W.C.R.C. M.S.WX.R.C. Hudlon's Bay Co. Hud.on 5 BllY Co. M.S,W.C.R,C M.$.W.C.R.C. 
.900 (H) 1882 Higgins (Sale) 1885 Roben Ororge Robert George (notirn:.1tion) 18:81 ([ll)(lricalion) 1881 Gerard 1. & Elsie M. OoMldKOllver Oliva B. Hood RIMel 1. Fenter GlU'thD,Rams..ay l..atry Vanbes.el,aere Sarah Wright Vanbcsc:laen: Vanbe~d.aere Nomun E. McKirutOlt Normal E. McKinnon Earl McKin."lOn Vanbesc:laere 

M.S.W,CJLC. M.S.W,c'R.C William R. 1Mb:un Joseph Benjamin M.S.W.C.R.C. M.S.W.C.R.C. Alexaruicr a. Higgins Edwin ThOJruiS M.S,W.C.R.C M.S. W.C.R,C. Frederick. Wickham Frederick Wicldurn 

Dooald E Bell l.><maldF. Bel! (H) 1882 Gosnell (H) IS85 Jean C" fanler LartyVan~laert 
(HIIBB2 !tnnlng.5IHi IB83 Floyd W. Oeyne wi H. McKinnon (H) 1891 (H) 1882 

Garth O. Ramsay Rus~lll Forster Edgar Thomp$Oo Robert W. Cheyne F. W, Wkkham F. W. Wit.'hham 

19 20 21 22 23 24 

I ! I I 
t .. tS,W.C,R.C, M.S.W,C.R.C. Colin Skionef (Saiej Charle$ M. Skinner M.S,W.CR.c. M.S,W.C.R.C. Henry Thompson (H) E4\\<';\tljThoma$ M.S.W,C.R,C : M.S,W.C,RC A. 1'01, Shllw 1891 Rid'IMd Wic\:ham (H) 

.bme~ F. Trewin Ja .. nes F. Trewin 1891 (HI1S86 Frederick J. Fonter Edgar H. Thomp$oo 1&93 Jennings (H) 1892 Ge:rardJ.& ElsieM. Lance 0, Lance O. 1882 
Garth D. RantSOIy Edna A. TIwmpwn Edgar Thompson Roben W. Cheyne Vtmbe:selaere Vanbeselm:n: Vanbe$tlure Thomas R. Bennie 

Province 1891 George Rmter (Sale) 
David Smith (Salel M's.W.C.R.C. Allan Slater 1882 lTlaGordon 

Roben G. &. 
Joseph Yair {Hi lau M.S,W.c'R.C. M.S.W.C.R,C, 1881 18S3 Rulh E~"lyn M.5.W,c'R.C 

James O. & Ronald Campbell (H) 1884 Hcnry Grims4l1le 1901 M.S,W.C.R.C 

Eliubeth T. Spence GMtb D. Ramsay Garth D. Ramsay Garth D. Ramsay Fre&:riek Jame~ OMles T. Neumann NCllJlW)n ROOcI1CheYM D, Hooper Hooper Farms Ltd. Hooper FWms Ltd TIl<Imlis R. Bennie 
Forster 

18 17 16 15 14 13 

Walter Ballk~ iH) kKepn. Yair 1891 

I 
Gc:org¢Forsler(H) M.S.W.C.R.C. Allan Slater (H) 1891 PelcrGoroon M.5.W.c'R,C M.S.W.CR.C. M,$,W.CJCc. r.tS.W.CR.C. 1882 D3vid Smith (M) IS82 M.S.W.CR,C 

1915 Dorcthy &, Annie 
Gordon J. KonUie Gordon J, Kontzic Frederick lanlCs Charles T. Ncl,llT\lllUl Ruth Evelyn 

Orval F. Kontlic James D. & Ron:Jld Campbell (H) ISn Donald Cedi [):maldCec,1 
Ro:r Ed..,in Kontzi¢ Ch<y~ 

Foo.~, 
N¢umann D. Hooper Hooper Fanru LId. Wickh:un Wid:ham 

Henry Wickham \H William Slakr (H 

Hudson's Bay Co. Hudson's Bay Co. David Sntiih 189S D:I'.id. Smith 1898 Willington W. 
Thoma~ 1. Tambl)'f! 

Jo..>l(): H. Wickham N~)188S NVZi 1885 
M,S,W.C.R.C. Ta:n:pblyn {HI 189! E. v. Hooper 1997 {S,L.S.} 1906 Henry Wickham WilllllmSlater 
Peter F. Spence 

M,S.W;C.R.C. (notirlCation) 1881 (notification}l!!Sl Beverley A. & Shirky BeYffley A, &: Shirley hmes Douglas & 
(Sale) 1886 Mumy Onid Sman DonaMCedl (Special S1'2) 1891 (Special 5,"'2) 1891 Charles T. NeUm.antl Roy Edwin Konwe Gordon J. Koou:ie A.McKinney A. MeKinney Ronald Davis Hooper Orval F. Konu:ie Wiekham DonafdCccil Lloyd Gerard 

Wickham Vanbeselaere 

7 8 9 10 11 12 

Willinglotl W 1 

Colin Skinll¢f <H 
Hudson's Bay Co. Hudwn's Bay Co. David Smith IBn Alb Evelyn Smith Thomas 1. Ta.'1lblyn James Walter Rcid Nl.'2j1885 I Frn"" Grndy (H, 18.7 M.S.W.C,R.C. i 1898 David Smith (S.L, S.) (S.L.S,JI900 Colin Skinner 

ftter Spcnce 
M.S,W.C.R.C (notifICation) 1881 (ootifJ(;aUon.1881 Beverley A. & Shirley Br'<erley A, & Shirley Tom"y" (H)lSS2 i (H) 1882 

.906 Gerard }, &: Elsie M. {Spedal SV2) 18SS UO'jdO. 
Charles T. NcUm.lru\ Gordon}. Koouie Roy Edw:n Konuie A. McKinney A. f',kKinMY He!eo Lort:tta Hooper O1'val F. Konuie Vanbesel:lere UO'jdG. : Vanbe<;,el;)Cre 

Vanbet.elac-re 

Henry Thompm1 J:un.tl RobjnSl)>!~r:M~.S~. W~·.~C.~R-::.C:t. 4+ ... -:::.s";;. W~.C~.R~.C;::-.t-irvljs _E~r.;.=<i,t1:,' c'iU(~H;;;) !<'8.9.~~JtQ>m::-;-.... 1:";;(s;:C~:f,i'l-;: 1l8;;ggH+'M:;j.5".W"'~~.,: "'.IR~ .. <.: *. .-l-"'M.S. W.e,R.c. 
(saSe) 1907 HUnler(H) 1900 hrnt& A. McKinney WnesA, MeKiMt:y McKin""" r...-~Ud. McKinney Rums Wd, OveyS, Young ("iCY S. Young 

I.. _. --.!kid (H) 18.. , 
L_-"Ie .. uibson m t891 Glover H. Lee L..J Lt. M.S.W.C,R.C. • Ltt, M.S,w'C.R.C, 

Mumy 0: .!lnw1 Gerard & Ehi~ ..... rr~Im'<IY Q, Hannah ... :, ~Utr.lY G. H~'" 
(h"C)' S. YOl,lng Vanber.eiaue Royden G, Hanr~ RO)'dcn U. Houmah -, Roydrn SPC'''' --. A. Mi i,,"')' ..• , ~"'. 

6 --.":f--I---- 5 -----&----4 -----1----- 3 ----1----2 ----t----
)0«,,,,,,,. (;,l¢) I t, ! 

1002 " 
HeruyThomps<ll1 : John Wifmo( Hu ter M.S,w'C.R.C. i M.S.W.C.ILC, 

(:s.ale) 1909 I Uf) 19()J J:une~ A, McKinney , .hmes A. McKiMey 
ftlet' F: Spence Peter F. Spence 

James Royden Spence ~ 

Ewcn Cameron JOM Lee {Sale) '8S8 
Sk.il'~r (H) 188J MeKinne) famu Ltd. 

M-cKinpey Bum$- Ud 

14 

M,S.W.C.R,C. 
G10"0'erH.l..ee 

M,$,W.C.R.C. 
Glover H" L« 

AIeA Gibwn (H) 1891 .b..-nes Reid (HJ 18S2 M.S.W.CR.C. M.5.W.C.R.C. 
Ovey S. Young Olo~r H. Lee Royden (1 Hannah Royden G. H~nah 



TOWNSHlP 2 RANGE 26 NWt~ SEV4 John Spen<:e 1908 SEC'110N 20 SECnON 26 
SECTION I p, E, Shepherd 1904 Jobn Davis 1&95 Alex Cheyne Inl NEV4 NEY4 
~"EV4 S. D. Hann3h I90S Mn., E. Dilvis 1918 Robert Cheyne 1937 John MU";I.d! 18~8 AI¢!, and Raben Cheyne 1942 
iknry Car.n 1900 Uoyd 1 M<:Kin~y 194& Ourles A, Sankey 1920 John 5p;nce 1938 J. 1. Andctson 1911 Floyd Wi150n Cht)rle 1972 
Hiram Han.ttah 1907 

SEV4 
Roben: PoMn 1921 NWY4 TuronlO Genernl Trust Co, 19l.S NWtl4 

M~. MilUd Moore 1938 Charles Pt., Sankey 1926 R 1 Act<:brr 1926 
Gi~u K, Hannah (north ofR.R.) 1956 W. Gmide 1899 Arthur W. Sankey t946 

Jos.cph S. Hunler t9()l 
Wm. G. Fontcr 1946 

R. W, Thomas 1902 

Gordort H. Hannah (SQuth ofR.R.) 1956 Ed .... 'M'd Garside 19Q1 A. Sutherland 1903 Georg-e and James Pirie i90S 
S, 0, Hannah 1911 SWV4 beph S, Hunter 1905 NWV' .hme$ Pirie 1911 

NWV' Uoyd 1. McKinney 1948 Goorgc McKenzie 1895 W. H, Carleton 1906 R. J. McRae 1&99 E. Hill 1944 
Charles A. YOWlg 1900 ~Reid1897 Samen CQCquyt 1928 C. Lasham IIXlO Mn.. Corn M. Hill 1947 
O. McCulloch 1901 SWW 'I'homn Veild. 1901 P;rui Cocquyt 1930 G. L, Bosworth 1902 Mau.ri;;.e Vanbe\.fJllen: 1948 
A, H, KOOfll904 P. E. Shephen1lW4 Frnnk R. Srrw1 1946 W. H. Catbon 1935- John Grurlon 1906- SEt<:; 
Hiron Hannah 1907 S. 0, Hannah 19Q5 Henry N{umann 1944 Canada l'tnnatl¢nt Mon. 1945 
MIs, Maud MIXX'(: 1938 Lloyd 1 McKinney 1948 

SECTION Ii E. C, Rmn.s.ay 1946 
kmes Wilson 1902 

SEV4 M($. Lena Dand 1938. 
Gib!.On K. Har-.nJ..'J (north of R;,R.) 19.'56- NEV-4 Tre\\-'¢f\l O;wis 1898 SEV4 JolL"I Pirtm:m 1944 
G>r60n H. Hmoab (south of R iU 19.'56 SECTION 6 J. F. Hwner 1901 

NEV4 
Mrs. E. Da~js 1918 David Mwison 1918 .l:urIes and Ag~s Pittman 194.'5 

SEV<! IohnSlor.e AmCK 1910 
Harry WidJuun Jr. 1910 Ch.arJes A. Sankey 1910 Thorrt:l.S E. Sou~ter 1922 John M. Pit'.man 194R 

Het1fy Cann 1900 J.H, Wickham 1912 Roben F':l-Ion tnl Mrs. Agnes Pittman 1951 
Hiram Hmna."1 1907 

Lloyd J MttGnney 1951 1. C. Wi¢k.tum )949 Charles A. Sankey 1926 SWV4 RU5$¢11 Heory Wickham 1961 
Ml'!i. Maud Moore 193& NWV' c. F. Wkkiuun 1951 Arthur W. Sankey 1946 D;tvld Mwison 1918 

Gordon H. Hanruh 1916 Edgar Thompwn 1944 I\"WV4 
Colin. Sk.i:met 1923 SWV4 

SWV4 Charles Skinner 1928 .t.unes Wi!;.on 1902 
SWV4 SEV4 Jolm 1. Hooper 1941 Jo§C'ph S. liun«:r 1901 Colio Skinner 19}4 Mrs. lena Dand 1938 
Clwb A. Youtlg t900 Johnston Arum; (ff.) 1910 Prank R, Sm.'Irt 1%1 A, Suthe(l~d 1903 Wm. G. hmtCf 194.'5 jonn Pittman 1944 
D. McCull«:h 1901 Joseph Mee Est. {weJ,tcfrivt:rt 1911 SEV4 lOt.tph S. HUI)!u 1905 Elizabeth Fcrs!er t%l .lames and Agnu Pinnun 1945 
A. H. Knott 1904 J. E. Thompwn (east of river) 1914 W. 1. Hawthorn lWS W. H, Carktoo 1906 Jean C. f<mttr 1963 JOM M. Piltmall 1948 
Hiram Hannah 1901 F. E. Thompson 1921 Henry Thomp!>On 1908 Samen COCqU)1 1928 Mrs. Agnes Pittman 1951 
Mn. Maud Moore 1938 ?eler Sp¢'oce 19JO Robert Simpson 1911 Paul Cocquyt 1930 Russ.ttl Henry Wkkham 1%1 
Gordon H. HanlUh 19.'56 Royden SlX'ncc: 1942 G!:rud 1 V:mbcf.Ctaen:: 195! W. H. CMlIon 1935 SECTION 21 

SWV4 
Hcnry NeultUlnn 1944 NEV4 SECTJON 21 

SEC110N2 f: E. Thompson (easl of river) !926 
SWV4 Gettrge C. Simpson 1"899 NEV4 

NEV4 Mrs. W. N. Gm:mvlly 1925 SECTION 16 Will¢m ~tll90a Richard Wm. Thomas 1898 
W.l Ha ... 1hom {ff.) 1906 

Arcn McKlJUloo iwnl cl river} 1931 Aiel. Brown 1934 NEV4 Mn, Mary Randal! 19)) Gwrgt and hines- Pirie 1!XJ.4 
Looi~ Lee: (fr.) 

Henry Thompson (east 0( river) 1936 Ml'!i. Akx Brown 1937 Isaac Ainsley 1903 Gerard VanbeloCtaen: 1946 .hmes Pirie 1911 D. 1. McKinnon (west of nyer) 1940 Mn, I. Mhb 1942 H¢nry Thompson (ff., 1905 Edgar Thompson (oorth of nlftr) 1944 bne M. Aindey 1906 NWY4 E. Hill 1944 
Louh. l.al (ft.) Rubert Simpwn (fr..) 1911 F, 1. Lang (west of rivt't) 1944 

Eric Boyd 1951 Gu~ Neumann 1912 B¢-rtha McDomfd J899 Mn. Cora M. Hill 1947 
Looi!.lec E.<.1. (south ofR,K) 1931 FrankR, Srnru11960 Henry Neumann 1952 Mr.;. Mal.",·dll9(X) Maunce Vanbesclxrc 1943 
Robert Simpson (north of R.R.) 1931 

SECTION 7 SECnON 12 
RUlh Evelyn Nl;!\tftWln 1972 Iohn Muwell190J N\\'V4 

lyle Lee (sooth of R.R.) 1932 
NEV'; NWV' 11. Anderson 1911 D.wW Marriott 1897 

Eva Lee (!.OOth of R.R.) 1938 CP,R.I908 "6.- Mrs. Geo. Forsler 1914 Toronto General Tom Co. 1925 A. B. SI::d 1903 
Frank ~ (north of R,R,) 1938 Allan Siater 18.91 
Robert Simpson (north of R.R.) 1940 1. W. Neumann 19lO Walter 1 Suter 1896 CharlesO. Forster 1936 H. 1 Fletcher 1926 Thomas WriFJ'lI 1904 

GJovcrH. Lee (wuthofR.R,) 1950 
Gu~ Neumann 1911 F: E. Thomp500 1906 George C. Forster 1956 William G. Fle:1ther 1946 ?wI Coct}u)'l 1929 
Roben Newm.asm 1925 Elit:!bcth hmlef 1%1 Thomas Writf\l 1933 Gerard Vanheselaere (north of R.R.f 1951 Allan Slaler 1009 SEV4 Gus Neum;mn 1926 Gwrge Edwanh 1911 SEY4 SEN 

NWY4 Robert Neumann 1932 T. D. Slurg«m 1916 
lsaa,c Aimley i90J 

Andrew J. SI:u.."1' 1899 
Mrs, A. Glown 1900 Gti~ Neum:mn 1938 Jane M, AiMtey 1906 RichMd Wm. TholMs 1898 

Daniel Cowan 1917 Gu$ Neumann 1912 Henry Thomps.on 1901 George and Jame$ Pirie 1904 
Mn.. C. Gibson (fr,) 1911 Henry Neumann ESI. 1938 
D:wtdSrnilh Hr.) 1911 Ruth Evelyn Neumann 1971 

1. D. S-lurgeon E.". 1938 Henry Neumann 1952 SWV<! James Pirie 1911 
D. C. Cow:m 1944 Rulb E~'C'!yn Neumann 1912 E. Hill 1944 

Mrs. Wm. Gretl1way ((r.) 1925 
NWY4 Gerard 1. Vanbe$l:!ncrc 1947 George funler 1898 

Mn,. C<mt M. Hill 1947 
Mrs. C. Gibwn (fr.) 19Z5 C.P_R. i908 SWV4 Mn ronler 19-14 

M.wrke VanDeselaere 194-8 
Seymour Young (S¢UtbQf R,R.) 1929 Jonrutooe Amos 1921J 

NWV4 Mrs. Geo. rorslcr 1914 Cbule"G. h:.r!;1t':r 1936 
Ada Greenley (north of R.R.) 1931 1. H, Wkkham 1925 Char!'!!. C. Fonter 1936 George C. For..ler 19.'56 SWV4 
Ab. Brown (nonh ofR.R.; 1934 SEV4 1. C. Wkk.h:un 1949 Georg<: C. Forster 1956 RkhMd Wm, n.omas 1898 
E'13 P. Young (scuth of RRJ 193& C.P.R. 1908 Cecil F. Wickham 1951 George and James Pirie 1904 
Mo;. Alex Brown (north of R.R,' 1940 T. D. Sturgeon 1910 SEV.t 

SECTION 22 Ja/Tl(l\ Pirie 1911 
Mrs. 1 Mhu [IlQM of R.R.) 1942 Great Wen Life Insurance 1924 .lame!. Cos-grove 1891 

SECTION 17 NEV' E. Hill 1944 
Eric &yd 1951 Gus Neumann Est, 1938 lohn Ntrland 1893 NEV4 John Spence 1897 Mn. Corn /'.I, Hill 1941 
frank R, Sm.:trt {north of R.R.J 1960 Henry Neumann 1938 John Howden 18<}4 Oc:orge M. Nell,ton 1902 MrS. Elsie Spen«: 1942 Maurice Vanbcselacre 1948 
Mts. tvy Youog (wuth cl' R.R.) 1960 Ruth EvtJyn Ne:urtlllnn 1911 George Edwards 1897 K. Stun$Oll t903 NWtl4 
SEY4 SWV4 T. O. Sturgeon 1914 George f(lr.;tl!f 190-5 

Henry Thompwn 1894 SECTION 28 
Louis Lee 1903 C.P,R,I908 Daniel COWiUI 1927 Mrs. George Forster 1914 

NE~ 

Lyle L«: 1932 Johns\oM Amos 1928 T. D. Sturgeoo Mt, 1938 Charle~ G. Forster 1936 SEV4 George Hendrick 1900 
Mn. Eva, Lee 1944 D. C, Cow-an 1944 E. C. Ramsy 1948 John Spence 1897 A, B, Steel 1903 

Gerard J, Vanhesd.1etc 1947 Carman S. Ramsay 1954 Mrs. Elsie: Spence 1942 Thomas Wright 1904 
SWY4 SECDON8 

M~. A. GibIDn 1900 >lEY4 SWV4 NWV4 SWV4 Paul Cocquy! 1929 

Mrs. C. Gibson (fr.J 1911 j, W. MiUions 1900 F. J. Brown 1899 Georgt' M. Newton 1902 A. R, Higgim ? Thomas Wright 1933 

David Smith 1911 G. M. Newton 1901 Thom:l$ f), S!I,t!'s-con 1901 K. Stunwn 1903 
NWV' 

Mrs. C. Gibson 1921 G. L Bosworth 1902 George Edwards 190,5 Ge:orgt Forster 1905 R. W. Thomas 1900 
Seymoor Young 1<)29 F, Kontzie 1904 T, D. SIUfEton 1914 Mrs. Gt'urge: Fo~u:r 1914 SEC110N 13 

Gccrge Simpson. 1903 
Eva P. YounS 1938 E. 1 Kon!zk 1911 Daniel Cowan 1927 OIt1tlts Q. r..,tsler 1936 NEV4 

William Randall 1908 
John G, Konllie 1949 T. O. Sturgeon 81. 1938 E, C, RaIns)' 1948 B. Robin50n 1900 

Mrs. Mary R:ndall1933 
Carman S. Ram~y 1954 1. OV(;rtoo 1905 

SECTION 3 NWV' 
0, C. CQwan I~ 

I~ O\'enotl 1906 Ger.m:i Vanbesdtn::n:- 1946 

NEV4 G. L Bosworth 1902 
Gerard 1. Vanbe$ttaere 1947 SEV4 Mark Stocks 191I SEV4 

George WaUace Davey 1m Anlh¢ny Gordon 1904 Ck:urge M. Newton 1902 CedI Stocb 193:( George He!1drick 1900 
ThomJU H. Bailey 1901 T. D. Siurgeon 1906 SECTION 13 0. L. Bosv.'Orth 1903 Mrli. 1. Forbes 1936 A. B. Sleell903 
Fred Thompwn 1902 Great Wes.l Life Ins. 1924 ""V, 1. R Ainstie 1907 Mrs. Clara Bain 1938 Thomas Wright 1904 
fUifChild Ct>. 1904 Joim W. Slocks 1926 lames H, Stock 1998 E.1- Kootzle 1911 Paul Cooquyt 1929 
S. D. H.annah 1907 Great Wt:sl tife As!.. 1933 A. B. Hams 1903 NWV' 

John Lee Gorden 1941 Fred Payne 1906 SWV4 JohnSpen«: 1900 Thom:l.s Wright 1933 

NWW Helen SI-llir Gordon 1%8 .lames Payne 1908 OeofBe M. Newton 1902 Robert W. (kyoc 1921 SWW 
George Wallace D3vey iS98 Kdth Orval Kcmtzie 1973 Nalional Tru${ Co. 1922 G. L Bo-s-wwth 1903 Alex Qeync 1931 George Hendric:k 1900 
OWe Hoff 1903 James G. Bennie 1926 1. H. Ainslie 1901 A. S. Slee11903 
S. D. Hannah 1900 SEV4 E. 1. Konttic 1911 SEV4 

Thoma.s Wright 1904 
NWV4 John A. Simer 189a 

SEV4 
1. W. Mlllions 1900 

M,S.W.C.R.C.I908 Witham E. Slater 1953 ?luI Cocqt>y, 1919 

AIel Oibscn 1895 
G. M. NeWlQn 1901 

E. V. Hoop« 194.'5 
SECnON IS Gerard lllrld Elsie M, Vanbe:sd3t':te 1961 Thoma!> Wrighl 1933 

Mr.>. A. GJhsoo 1899 
G. L BO'!i .... ,onh 1902 

Emnu M. Hooper 1949 
NEV4 

lame~ W. Gibson 1901 
F. Karluk: 19<14 Thomas E, Souster 1914 SWV4 SEC'110N 19 

S. D. Hannah 1916 
E, J. Konuie 19B Emtst V. Hoopa Est. 1957 

E,C.~1945 Mrs. M.uglll"Cl Slater 1898 NEV' 
Netherlands Invcstment Co. 1934 

Jor-.n G. Konttie 1949 Walter E. Hooper 1960 
John A, Slate. 19111 Robert Simpson 1907 NWv, 

Lyle Lee: 1943 SWV4 SEV4 
1. A, Ron 19Q6 

William E. Slater 1953 F.An~s1911 

G, L BO~WDrth 1902 William E. Conan 1902 Robert Johnstone 1908 Paul Cocquyt 1930 
SWV4 Anthony Gor&:m 1904 Henry Wickham 1903 Gus NCUflWln 1911 MllnilOba Rmn Wan 1937 
Alt':l.mi>son 1898 T. O. StlU'geon 1906 J. H, WICkham 1909 Henry Thompson 19j4 SECtlON 24 
M~. A. Gihsoo 1899 Henry Wickham 1912 NEV4 NWV4 

.lames W. Gibson 1901 
Great We$1 Life-Ins. 1924 

Mn. Selina Wiekham 1914 Thomas E. $ouster 1918 William F. Wickham 193a WilHam Heath 1907 
S. D. Hannah 1916 

John W, Stocks 1926 
Henry Wickham 1920 

Provmce of Manitoba 1934 .hmes Hut10n 1909 
Nctherlunds Jnvl:Sltnenl Co. 1934 

Great West Life Ass. 1933 Min Barbara Saner 1952 (sale) NWV' Jame:$ Robson 1911 
JOM Lee Gordon 1941 J. H. Wickham 1925 

Lyle Lee 1943 Ethel May WICkham 1938 Fre:deri;;.k S. Oibt.Ofl 1962 hale) William E Wickham 1938 George Robb 1925 
Hden Blair Gonkm 1%8 
K<:lith Qr.-'al Konule 1913 L Ii. Wkkham 1944 SEY", SEV4 Henry Thom~on 1927 

SEcnON 4 1. C. Wickham 1949 Georxc C. Simpson (H) 1900 T, D. Sflltieoo 1394 
M. E, Hartny and W. 1. furbc$ 1930 

NEV' Cecile F. Wickham 1951 David Smith 1904 T. H. Stac:k; 1898 
Province of Mani!ob:ll933 

A. F. Sutherland 1893 
SECTION 9 

John Spence 1910 A. B. Harri~ 1903 :bme$ BQj'd {I~serl} 1948 

1. 1. Campbell and A. Calueron 189B 
NEV4 SWV4 

Fred Payne 1906 
Eric Boyd (lca5.cd) 1956 

1. H. Cameron 1899 
M.S.W.C.R.C.I908 Mrs. Selina Wickham 1898 SWY4 Kielb H, Cameron !959 

Olat}es Robinson 1902 
Ed. Colquhoun 1909 Henry Wickham 1904 E. 1. Koouie 1922 

James- J, Paynt\ 1911 Kieth John Cameron 1966 (S.L.S.} 
Harry Sproule 1944 Mn. Selina Wickham 1914 Natinnal Trust Co. 1922 

l.H.~1903 Gt>rdon J. Konuie: 19.'58 .lame!> G, Bennie 1926 
jean C. Forster 1%9 

S, 0, Hannah 1904 NWY4 
Henry Wicti-..am 1920 

SEV4 1. H, Wickham t91.'5 Ovcy S. Young 1941 M.S. W.C.R,C. 1908 1. C. W,d:ham 1949 SECTION 19 
SWY4 

J. 1. Andcnon 1911 

I\'WV4 
Ed, Colquh¢'.m 1909 Cecil F, Wickham 1951 NEV4 

John Arthur Slaler (H) 1897 
H.1 fletCher 1929 William E. Slater 1956 

John Milchell1898 
Harry Sproule 1944 John (jl-l:n Gordon 1915 

Gerard 1. and Elsie M. VlInbese)llerc 1961 
M, E. Hartny and W. 1. Forbes 1930 

F. W. Andrews J899 SEV4 SECTION 14 
C.P.R. 1921 Province of Maoiloba 1933 

S. O. Hannah 1904 Ada Evelyn Smith ISM fII'E-H John Glen Gordon 1927 H. Sproule {leased} 1945 

Ovey S. \'oung 1941 Ed, Colquhoun 1909 E. V. Hooper 1904 
E. C. Ramsay 1945 SECTION 2.'5 Veleran's Land Act (5.1 .. ,S.) 1946 

Harry Sproule 1944 Waller E. Hooper 1960 
Garth D. Rams.ay 19S4 NE""4 John T. Hooper 1947 

SEY4 SarnUt'1 P. Ch:menl 1900 
A. F. Su!hcrland 1893 SWV4 NWV4 NWV' Hotly Hannah 1909 SWV4 

J. J. Campbell and A. Cameron 18'}8 M.S. W.C.R.C. 1908 E E. TOOrnpson 1909' 
Jon."\ Oltn Gt>rdon 1927 Hiram HlIr.na.!1 1922 l¢mes H .. '1too 1909 

). H. Catneron 1899 Ed. Colquhoun 1909 Mrs, F: E. Thomrron 1935 
E, C. Rarns.ay 1945 Holly Hannah 1925 i.ilmc:s Robson 19H 

Charle~ Rtlbin~n 1902 HIUTy Sproule 1944 Mrs. Irene WiCkham 1948 
Garth D Ramsay 1954 Geotge Robb 1924 

1 R CllJllo¢ron 1903 John TholTW Hooper 1967 SEV4 
NW", H-l:nry TI.ompron 1927 

S. O. Hannah 1904 SECllON 10 Joseph Yair 1897 
Samuel p, Ck:mc:nt 1900 M. E. Has10y and W. 1. Forbes. 1930 

Ovel' S, Young 1941 ""V, 
SEV4 Thomas Souster 1914 

HoUy Hannah 1909 Province of Manitoba 1933 

John Davis 18-9,5 
E. V. Hooper 19<W 

C. G. Trewin 1945 
Hiram Hannah 1922 lames Boyd (leased; 1948 

SWV<! Waller E. Hooper 1960 Holly Hannah 1925 Eric Boyd 1956 Mrs. E. Davis 1918 Mn:, habetle Tn:win 1951 Omries Strange 1898 
Omrles A. Sankey 1920 SWV4 Harold f. and Howard 0. TrewiD 1956 SEV4 Keith Donald C~ 1959 

John A. Millioos 1899 Keith H. Cameroo 1961 
S. D. Hanr.ah 1903 Ralx'nPiUw 1921 F. E. Thompson 1909 A. T. Broderick 1900 

Ovey S, YOUI'.g 1941 Charles A. Sankey 1926 Mrs, F. E, Thompson 193.'5 SWV4 Wm. 1. HoW!l1~ 1904 Kcith Jolm C;uncron 1%6 (S.L.K) 

Arthur w, Sankey 1946 Mrs, Itene Witkham 1948 Jo:sc:ph Yair {EV2) 1002 -Geraro Vanbc:selarn: 1941 
Joho nH;lrnaJ; Hooper 1%7 C.P.R, (WY2} 1908 SEcnON 30 

SECTION .5 
NWV4 Thoma; E. $ouster (Wl<2) (H} 19-t2 SWV4 NEVJ 
Grorge McKenzie 1895 Thoma!. E. $ouster (En) (H) 1914 Il>aIlC Overton 1900 Bertie Wm, VanTrump (H) 1906 

NEV4 TOOmas Veitch 1903 SECTiON 15 C. G, Trewln 1945 Mark Stocks 1916 Pran\.:Morris 191) 
S. D. HIlrtnah 1905 Frnnk R. Sm.'Irt 1948 NEV' Mrs,. Isabelle Trewin 19.51 Mrs. 1. rorbes 1936 Bertie Wm. V.anTrump 1915 
Uoyd 1. McKirmey 1948 John Thomas Hoopet 1961 clien R. Spence; 1898 Harold F. and H(!Ward G, Trewin 1959 Mrs. Clara Bail'li938 G. H. North and Murray Edmlloo 1952 
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NWV4 SEV4 H. Schooley 1929 ,b.meli Robson 1904 E. Hill 1944 John Morgan 1907 
Gcmgc E Greaves (}t) 1895 Bertie Wm, VanTrump IW1 P.lul Cocquyt 1930 W. 1. Forbe! 1921 Mrs:. Cora M. Hill 11M1 Mn:. EhlJOeth Morgan 1944 
Mn. Z. GfellYeli 1902 Frank Motris 1913 Manitoba F.um Loan~ 1937 W S. Slack t918 M;rurit;e Vanbe~!aere 1952 Freikrid: W. Wickham 1947 
C. J. Bwk~lder t91G Benie Wrn. VMTrump 1915 

sw~~ 
Henry Thompson 1931 

SWV4 SH'4 Law Union. lind R!.'!Ck Ins 1939 G. K North and M. Edmund 19S3 
Fr.mci~ Andl1.':wl 1894 SWW A. B. S!eel 1903 A!len Edwin Thompmn 19IXl C. 1. BurlI:ooldcr 1944 

Andrew S. Nd~on 1954 SWV4 H. Sthooley 1929 George P. Robb 1898 1'tw>mas Wright 1904 Albert Howells 1905 
C.P.R. 1908 Fbu! CoequYI 1930 .b...-n<:~ Andrews 1905 ?Jut COC.(I'J),11929 George Led:n&I-.am 1909 

SE.V4 C1u!!ook Development Co. 1937 Manitoba Rum Loans 1937 Great Wen Life Ins. 1924 Thomas Wright 1933 M:lurice V.3nbes.elaete 1<J45 
Bertie Wm. VanTrump 19n G. H. North and M. Edmund 1953 Henry Thomps<l!} 1928 Alex Cheyne 1952 
Fr.mk Mottis 1913 SEC110!'J 3J W. S. Stack 1931 SECTION 35 Aoyd W, Cheyne 1%1 
Bertie Wm, VanTrump i915 SECTION 32 NEV4 Mrs, W. 1. furbM 1935 KEV" 
G. H. Nonb and Murra}' Edmund 19.5:z NEV4 John E. McBooe 1899: MI"$. CIiJ.--a Bain 19)8 Alkn Edwin Thomp!>(ln 1900 SECTION 36 
SWV4 w. F. Doll 15.91 F. G, Connor 1903 Gustay Vandak !94b ThGnw Morgan 1905 NEV.t 
Harry E. Gnwt:s 18.9"5 hme'i Robson 1901 htl'iCS Robsoo 1904 George Ltdingham 1909 Im,! &. Lo;;n Co. 1897 
Mr\., C<)ra l:me Robson (HI 1914 W J Forbes 1927 w.1. fort>e$ I92? SECDON34 Thomas Wilson )944 He<:cor M<:Kinnon 1898 
A. W, Robson 1946 W, S. SltlCk 1928 W. S, SI3Ck 1918 NEV4 Maurice Vanbe!;tiil.crt 1946 Hugh A, Mo:-Kirmon 1922 

Mn, W. 1 Forbes 1935 Henry Thom~oo 1931 (i.:orgt and hmts Pint: 1904- Aklt Cheyne 1952 Fred McKinnon 1957 
Mrs. Cl:tta Dain 1938 

f-I'V.'V4 Jamcos-Pirie 1911 floyd W. Cheyne 1%7 
OU$U'I VMIdllc 1946 

A. T. Broderld; 1900 E. Hilt 1944 
NWV4 

NWV4 
Mfll. Cam M. Hill 1947 Hall)' Harm.lh 1909 

SECTION 31 NV.'V4 ltmcs Andl1.':ws 1906 
Maurice Vzrdw:t.el.&¢ft: 1952 Alltn Edwin ThompM:!n 1900 Hira.~ Haott:lh 1922 

NEV4 W. F. DoH 1891 North of Scotland Mort, 1925 Thorna& Morgan 1905 
Q, W. Archibald 1901 James Robson 1901 Law Union and Rock ins, Co. 1926 NWV.t George Ltdingham 1909 SEV4 
C.P.R. 1921 W. J. Forbes 1927 Helll')' Thompson 1928 A. B. Sleell903 Thomas Wilsoo 1944: Gile; B, HasS(1t 1891 
Outlook De~'{:lopmcn! C<;, 1937 W. S. Slock 1923 W, S. Slack 1931 Thomas Wright 1904 Maurice Vanbesdaere 1946 HeelO! McKinnon m) 1896 
Q, H. NMh and M. Edmund 1953 Mrs. W, 1. Rnbes 19J5 Mrs. W. 1. Rxlx~ 1935 ?:wI Cocquyt 1929 Ala Ch'Yne 1952 Hugh A. McKinnon 1921 

NWV4 
Mrs. Clan:t BAin 1938 Mn.. CI..va llaip 1938 Thomas- Wright 19» floyd W. Cheyne 1%7 Ida S. McKinnon 1957 

C ~R. 1903 
G<.lsUV Vanda!e 1946 Gus!aV VandaJe 1946 

SE,"'4 SWV4 SWV4 
Qutlook [)cvelopment Co. 1937 SEV4 SEW Georg.e and James Pirie 1904 Allen Edwin Thnmp:son 1900 Holly Hannah 1909 
G. H. North and M. Edmund 1953 Francis Andl1.':w!o 1&94 John E. McBride 1899 .R.'l'I¢; Pirie 1911 Wilfiam Daw$oo 1905 Hittlrtl Hannah 1922 
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M.S.W.C.R.C. 
Pt:rej Brockintoo, 

Sianfe;' A. 
McCaUu."Il, 

VelerinariU! Clmk, 
iklrrkrTrnnspOft, 
Town of MI!Hl.II. 
Nomu.n Vr'alker 

M.$,W.C.R.C 
Sl.aoley A. McCallum 

frands Graham (HI 
1884 

Raymond F. 
McCallum 

Township 3, Range 26 

John Oobbyn (gran!) 
Jolm Dobb)," (Hi 1881 1890 
Maxwell Arthur R~s Credit Fond¢( Franco 

Canadian 

Samuel Johnslon (H) 
1882 

Gemge Vanbes¢lacte 

Jo.'m Nl:wberry (H) 
18S2 

Lloyd S. Dobbyn 

Samuel )Qhnslofl (M) 
IS82 

George Vanbeselaerc 

M.S.W.C.R.C. 
JaI'tle! Wm. & John 

Wilfred Bank~ 

M.S.W.C.R.C. 
James Wm, & John 

Wilfred Banb 

Frederick: 8. 
Sutherbnd Warrc:n 

(H) IS82 
Viewf Ml.!UIice 
Vanbesebere 

Che!.ttr Robcn Ta)'lor 
(sale) lSS7 

Victor Maurice 
Vanbcs.ebere 

1----31----t----32----I!-----33-----+----34-----+----35----1----36-----+ 

M.S.W.C,R,C. 
Stanley A. McCallum 

Jame~ Sm1pS(m 
Edwa.ttb (HI 1$92 

Wdli;unJames 
Tilbury 

M.S.W.C.R.C 
NenicGreig 

10hn Bourdl (H) 18S:Z: 
RaYm¢r.d E 
McCaHum 

30 

Eyra Kirnman (H) 
1882 Eyrn Kinsman (sale) 

Ehie Grace Hamil!oo 18S6 
Eh.ie Grace Hamilton 

M.$,W,C.R.C. 
Ehie Grace Hamihon M.S.W.C.R.C. 

John W. MeRae 

19 

M.S.W.CR.C. M.S.W.CR.C. 10hn W. McRae 
CmJil Foncier FI'3tIro 

Canrodi:m 

<.1ut!cs O. P. OIlS 
(S.LS., Sill 1906 
Roderick 1. McRae WIlliam NixOt! iH) 
(S.L.S,) NVl t~ 1886 

John W, McRae: kihn W. McRae 

18 

Wallerrr:ttl(;is 
Rumball (1.ale) 1&90 WaherFnmch 

JohnW. McRae RumbJ.l1 (sale) 11190 
John W, McRae 

M.S.w'C.R.C. 
Henry Vod! M.S,W.C.R.C 

Grant Robert Tweed 

7 

M,S. W.C.R.C. 
Donald Kenneth 

Olivet M.S,W.C.R,C. 
Kdth Donald Oliv<::f 

Joim Kain (H} 1898. 
Bradley Jame~ Ob~r Frw Kelly {H} 1901 

Keith Donald Olivet' 

6 

Mt$. Ihvis 1891 Wm Th<xT-.asDavey Fr.ulk VictO(c;.c..!e~i (H) &. (Saki 1902 
Franl: Victoc(ioo.le\l:i 

Francis Graham (H~ 
18&4 John Dobbyn (H) 1881 

Raymond F. MlUwt!H Arth\1t ROiS 
McCallum 

Charles S. Dobbyn 
(S,L.S.) i901 E. F. Dobbyn (S.LS.) 

Raymood F. 1907 

McCallum Eugene PelT)' B<U1kJ; 

29 

Charlc~ S. Dobbyn 
{S.l,,,S,ll'X)1 E. E Dobbyn (S,L,$.j 

Raymooo F. 
1901 

M-cCallum h.-nesE. RaMol! 

.I::unc~ S. Edwards (H) 
1882 Angus Armour 1891 

Andy A. $¢I1'IY~ 
Andy A. Serruy~ 

20 
I 

Albert McKee Herron Daniel MeVicker 
(s.lJle) lS'X) Armour (H) 1882 

Stanky A. McCallum Andy A. Se:rruys 

M.$,W,C,R.C. M.S,w'C.R.C. IUymond E 
W.ayneScrruy~ 

McCal~wn 

17 
I 

MS,W.C.R.C. 
Stanley A 

MS.W.C.R.C. 

McC.aulJum Wa-ytICSerruys 

Hudson's Bayee. Hud.son's Bay Co. 
(ootirlcruioo) (notification) 

Jean C:uhetiue Wilson Jun Catherine Wilson 

8 

Hud$OO's Bay Co, 
Hnd$OO'1 Bay Co. 

(notiflCMkmJ 
(ootlfKation) 

Winnifred Anna 
Henry ITh:km)On Whilely 

M.S.w,C.R,C. M.S. w.e.R.C. 
John W,. GernldG., 

JohnWl!liam 
& Hent)' Dickin!.OO 

Vat\bc~laett 
Oicidn$OO 

5 

M.S. w,e.R.C. M.S.W.C.R.C. Gerald Ckorge A0,r4 W. Oleyne Didinwn 

kihn Dobbyn {grant; 
,.90 

Credit funder F~o 
Canadian 

Ridwd John ()Qbbyn 
{H} 1892 

Gnm! Robert Tweed 

Samuel johoswl'l 
(we) I11'S2 

George Vanbcselaerr: 

Fn:derick.Charle:s 
Graydon nil 18S4 

Grant Roben Th'eCd 

28 

Alfred Hipktn~ {H) Mn. A.Said¢;r 
1882 Clan. CaldwdJ Tweed 

!art; CaldweUiv.'\':t?:I 

M,S.W,C.R.C. M,S.W.C.R.C. 
Andy A. &l1'Iys RU1!.CtI WaY;le EHlon 

21 

M.S.W.CR.C. M,S.W.C.R.C, 
Dale Edward Ro'>"C BriM Howard RoW\:: 

Wm. Young (H) 1885 O¢orge Washingron 

hIDes Eatl Rob~n 
jennings (H) 18&4 

Brim Howard Rowe 

16 

Jon Ch:unpron (H) Wm. Young (H} HISS 
IBSS 

lame~ EMI Robson Gordon James Robson 

M.S.WC.R.C M.S.W.C.R.c. 
Gordon James Robwn Gordon Jamu·Robsoo 

9 

M.S.W.C.R.C. M.S,W.C.R.C. 
T{)fLje &: Georgette Tonie &: Georgene 

Hemerytk Hemery.:k 

Charles Wm. KTXlUic ChriMian Frederick 
jHtJ906 Konuie (Hl ISg4 

Terrence William fkrthaLouise 
C«qyyt CocQuyt 

4 

Edwin 1. Konuie (H. 
C'hristi.:wFm1erick. 

1906 Kontzie {H) J8S4 

Larry P. Cocquyt BertbaLouiu: 
Cocql.1yt 

17 

I 
lohn Newberry (sale) i 

t887 
Lloyd S. Dobbyn 

M,S.W,C.R.C. 
Ross Ho\lt11rd Dobbyn 

Samuel1ohnstOO 
(sale) 18a7 

Ororge Vltnbeselaere 

M.S.W,C.R.C. 
Ron Howard Dobbyn 

27 

M.S.W,C,R.C M.S.W.C.R,C, 
Brian Howard Rowe Ross Howard Dobbyn 

Richard Ni:(on (H) Thom.as-Harry !nee 
1892 (salc-) H19] 

NomunWUli:un Gm. ... t Robert 'IWeed CheytIC 

22 

Richard Ni~on (H) William LenIHJX fH) 
1892 1891 

NotnWl William Norm:ltlWiUi:un 
CMym Choy", 

M.S.w'C.R.C. M.S. W.e.R.C. 
Gordon jAfn(lS Robsoo Gordon Jrunes Robson 

15 

Mn. Sarah Champion Alliee J. Jennings 

1905 190' 

Tonie Hemeryd: Terrtn« W, &: Sylvia 
L Cocqu)'t 

JohnH~t Alfred Jennings (H) Drysdale (~lIfc) 18B8 
1&93 Tonie &G::orgette Jean Catherine Wilson 

~emeryck 

16 

lotmH.arrowtl' 
Drysdale (sale) ISRS Alfred Jellflings ili) 
Tonie & Georgene 1882 

Hemeryck 

M.S. w.e.R.C M.S. W.C.R.C. Larry P. &. Della S. Jean Cillherine Wilson 
C""l"l" 

3 

M,S,W,C.R.C. M.S.W,C,R.C, 
Laura Emma Cateb l-:lun1EmmaCarels 

M,$.W.C.R.C, M.S.W.C.R.C. 
.bmes Wm. & John .J;unes Wm. &. John 

Wllfrtd Banks Wilfmi Banis 

'Thomas H. Inc(l (sale) {,'h¢ner Robert Taylor 
189! ($oak) 1887 

VI<:1Ot Mmuke Victor Mawic;e 
Vanbesdacre Vanbe!.elaen: 

Isaac Robert Angus Hudson's Bay Co. Gilmour (H) 1885 M,$.w'C.R.C, M.S.W,C.R.C. 
(notlf~a!lon) Maurie¢ J. MauriceJ. Rem.i Andrew 

Gran! Rebert 1'Weed Vanbesclul'¢: Vanbeselaere Wmaert 

26 25 

Hudson's Bay Co. HtxI!;on's Bay Cf). 
M,S. W.C.R,C. M,S.W.C.R,C. 

(n01irx::uiQ1l) (notifICation) Allan Lindsay Brown Rcmi Andrew 
Ida MYl1le Brown Allan Lindt.ay Brown WilIac:n 

Septimus fupe (H) Edward Stanton (H) 
M.S.W.C.R.C, M.S. W,C.R.C 1882 1382 

Granl Roben 'l\vccd AlIa.'1 Lindsay Brown Edgar & Laretta Edgar &. Loretta 
B=mersch Breemersch 

23 24 

M,$,W.C.R,C. M.S,W,C.R.C. Septimus Pope (H) Wm. Brown (H) 1888 
Mrs.Winnifred Ml'S. Winnifred I882 Edgar & Loretttl Edgar & Loretta Whitely Whildy Breemet$Cl! B=mm.:h 

Joseph Whitely (1aJe) Thomas, '!Wigg (H) M.S. W.e.R.c. M,S.W.C.R,C. 
1884 '''''2 lulieo & Irene Julien & Irene 

OgJr: L Whilely Ogle L. Whitely 8reemerseh BrectTlCt!.Ch 

14 13 
I 

fu;;epl\ Whitely {Hi Charles Wesley M.S.W.C.R.C M.S.W.C,R.C. 
1884 Clement (H) 1891 lulien& In:ne Julien &. bene 

Ogle L. Whitely Ogle L. Whitely Breemersch Bl'tltmersch 

(barks W. Clemen! Charles W, Clement Arthur N. fupe. (H) Octavius fupe (H) 
(S.LS,) 1900 (S.L.S.) 1900 1882 '''''2 101\."\ Henry Vertaigne Jahn Henry Vercaigne: Terrence W. & Sylvia 

Iohn Henry Vrn::Ugoe L. Cocqu)'t 

11 12' 

Alexmder Hillis Ros.s Jules VanDaele MI"" N. Pop" {MI,I I H,nry Wid'",n (S.L.S.) 1900 (S.LS) 1906 1886 . (salt) 1891 
Terrence W, &. Sylvia Tem:nce W, &. Sylvia Terre~c~~~Ylvla ! }o:-:, H~nry Vercaigae L. Cocquyt L, Cocqu)1 

Alex.aOOef Hiltis R(ff,~ John R. Gran! (ule) M.S.W.C.R,C, iHIISSG ,.'" M.S.W.C,R.C, Julien&lrene I..M'y P. & Oclta S. Larry P. &. Delm S. Andrew VitJlhe!.CJac:rc 
Cocquy; Cocquyt B~mersctt 

2 

A!cund¢t Hillis Ress John Kennedy (H) M.S,W,C.R.C. 
(H} 1899 1889 M.S.W.C.R.C. Julien&.ln:ne Larry P; &: [klla S. LarTy P. & OcUli S. AndrewVanb:!.Claere 

B~mel'$Cb Cccquyt Cocquyt 



TOWNSHIP.3 RANGE. 26 Robcfl \V;!:yoe O!iver 1975 NWYl4 Toronto General TM! Co, 1938 SECTION 22 S£V4 
SECTION I W. H, fait;, I90S Herman WicKstrom 1949 NU'.t W. 1 John!lon 1893 
NEli4 NWV-J Alu Stt3Chan 191{) H. R. C. loce 1901 W. H, lohmlon 1902 
Alkn F.dwin Thomp'Cn 1902 W. S. Kain )929 William Strachan 19111. NWV4 R, G. ~n'!.On 190] W. F. Btown 1903 
Mt5. N. Simpson i9().t 

Robert Oli.er 1946 Oreal WC$l Life Ms. Co. 1931 .b..meli Jerni)'10 18.94- f. C. Pt:nwn 1921 
Robo:rt Wayne: Oliver 1975 C. P. &11:0 1901 SW,,"" GeorgI: C, Simps.on 1925 Firmin LcPoudrc 19]2 

Huron &. Erie Mon. Co. 1944 NWV' W. 1. lw\!Ot\ 139] Naomi Simpwn 19J8 SH~ 
SEV4 Herm3n Wkbtrom 1945 w, L. Brown 1892 W. H. Johnslon 1902 Mrs Ckrtrude Reoo 1941 Citorge Yeo. 1917 Ale.under Hillis Rot.$ 1907 Mm. Ellis \&95 w. E Brown 1903 

NWY' 
A. J Yeo 1946 luks Vandaele 1927 SEV4 Londoo &: Can. l.ootl Co. 1897 
Veorge H. Rob$Do 1949 C'l:wlt';. W. Green 1905 Johu Kennro), 1S98 
Hany ~ Champion 1959 

Molph Vatld3ele 1946 
Toronto General Trw! Co. 1922 

R.1. Oobbynl89-8 
SECTION 21 Helen Kemw.1y &1. 1938 Maurice and Larry Cocquyt t%8 W.l F..dward$ 1931 A. C. Dobbyo 1908 NEV4 

Su~ Kennedy Est. 1944 SWV4 Toronto GenetalTrust Co. 1938 
MI'!>, E. A. renter 1919 

H. A. Galbraith 1893 SWV4 A. C. Dobb),1l1924 
SEY4 Thomas Oliver 1892 AleuOOcc Hillis Ross 1907 Herman Widc.trom 1949 W T Lang 1899 
Alten Edwin ThOffipwn 1902 

WiilillJ1l RobHffi (H) 1895 
Jules Vandaele 1927 

Edith Edna Dobbyn 1958 W. F, Lang 1913 
Mrs. N, Simps,oo 19<» Mrs. M. Robson 19"14 Adolph V:mdade 1946 SWV4 SEV4 R.1. Dobbyn 191-8 

George H. Ro~1'l 1926 Mrs. Elisa Mon;e 1904 Berry Lod,wood IS91 W. T. lang 1922 George C, Simpwn 1905 Mauri<::e and Larry C«quyt I%S 
MI'!>. S. J. Lesl~ 19n Mn. Gertrude Read 1950 Mary Robson 1944 William Ltnno;o, 1892 R. E. n:,~erI938 

(iemge Robs.an 1946 Witllam Leilie 1929 R. 1. Dobbyn 1891 John C. fmtet 1957 
SWY4 HilIT)' F. Champioo 1959 SECTION 12 Mrs. Phyliss Ferguson 19-:4 A. C. Dobbyn 1904 
Allen Edwin Thompson 1902 NEv4 Wm. C, McCallum 1949 Mrs. Alctba Di>bbytt 19Q6 NWV' 

John Heath 1895 Raymood and St~nley McCatium 1958 H. A. Galbraith 189] Jolm Kennedy 1904 SEmON 7 E. N. Snider 1901 Mrs. E. A. Fonter 1919 John Dobbyn 1898 Helen Kermcdy Est 1935 NEV~ 
Mrs. E. N. !inkier 191'7 A. C_ Dobbyn 1924 

Alonzo Ward 1903 Susan Kerl:JlCdy &t. 1944 Clwles W. Green 1904 Firmin LaPoudre I9-2S SECTION t8 Edith Edna Dobbyn 1958 
R. 1. Dobbyn 1908 John WilIiatM 1911 NEV4 SW", R. H. Dobbyn 1914 SECTION 2 Tnat&'l..I»nCo.I9"44 NWV4 

NEV. Ncdd« investme-nt &: Rum Co-. 1946 Mile$ MtKIl), UI91 
R. 1. McRae 1902 W. L. Brown t892 R. J. Dobb)n 1917 

John Kennedy 1911 IU:nru:th H. Witliam~ 1949 Osler Ham.mond 1897 
Mrs. R, J. McR~ 1930 Mrs. Ellis 189-5 Trust &. loan Co. 1934 

HeIen Kennedy Est. 1938 CorneUus Klas!.en 1%$ D. L.:u-nonl 1898 NWV4 Loudon &. Can, Loa.n Co, 11)91 R. E. rosIer 194:5 
Su~ Kenfteliy Esl. 19-44 E. N. Snide. 190-1 William Ni:(oo 1891 R. J Dobbyn l898 John C. mtef 1951 
Adolph V.andak 1946- NWV4 

1. O. Snider 1908 A. M. Campbell (SVZ) 1900 A, C, I);)bbyn 1908 
SEV4 

Maurice and Larry CocqUj11968 
CJ1;R.19O& 

E. N. Snider 1930 R. 1. McRae (NVljl906 Mr.;, E. A. Rmter 1919 
W. T, Uns t899 

l...arty CocqUYl191S Ffank Kctlr 1918 George C. Simp;.on \911 W. W, Olu {SV4) 1913 A. C. Dobbyn 1924 
W. F Lang 1913 CPJ(.1926 

Geruude Simpwn 1945 R.1. McRilC 1921 fAith Edna Dobbyn 1955 
R. l Dobbyn 1918 NW", Hans Jensen J942 

Mauitt Cocquyt 1950 Mrs:. R. J. McRae 1930 W. T. Lang 1922 lulei V:trnhclc 1927 Pt:rcy Bro¢ldnfOO 194$ SECTION 23 R. E. FoSlet 1938 Mauritt and 8ertha Cocquyt 1946 0.1. Kvar.-el 1948 SEV4 SEV4 NEV4 .iohnC. Foster 19:57 
SEV4 SEW 

?Wlls.on 1893 rohn BOUret! 1893 Liaie A. Brown 1901 
TMI &. Loan Co. 1897 WilIil."D McKinnelt 1897 W. f Brown 1944 SW~'4 Helen Kennedy 8t. 193& John Kain 1906 .John W. Hooler 1&98 C, P. Estlin 1904 Liui¢ A. Bro ... n 1%6 Robert G. ~nwn 1894 SU$Ol.I'I Kennedy r~L 1944 W. S. Kaln 1929 A. E. Thornpwn 1900 George R. Broome 19411-Adolph V.mdale 1946- Robert Oliver 1946 t, E. SlUder 1905 SWW NWV' Orville Leor.arU Slack 1%1 ttauri«- m'Id Lany Cocq\l~t 1965 SWV4 E. N. Snider 19m John Bottn:!l 1893 R. A. Buck 1900 

Larry Paul O.x:quYI 1915 C.P.R. 1908 Mrs. E. N. Snider 1917 William McKinnell 1897 Air Jennings 1910 
W. S. Klllt! 1918 Rennin LaPoodre 1928 C. P. £StUn 1904 f CliffPcnton 1920 SECTlON 28 

SWV4 NEV4 
Jules Vandaele 1927 H. B. Bn'lCkinton 1947 SWY4 SEV4 Trust & U:ian Co. of Can. 1897 
Mauitt and Ekrtha Cocquyt 1946 Rob:l1 Jme TIlbury !%Z Miles McKay lS92 SECTtON 19 Jmhua EUKJ(! 1902 MrS. R. 1. Dobb)'n 1898 

Osler HAmmtmd IS91 NEV4 A. E. Ellio« 1904 Rfi:hard J. Dobbyn I~ 
SECTION 3 SECTION 11- D. Lamont 1898 .l\trles Jermyn 1893 Jo-sephv.1litely 1906 C1wles Lawle; 19(16 
f'II"EV4 NEV.t E, N. Snider 1901 William 1. Edwardi 1891 W. Olc:sluWlll!e!y 191A- Thlst & Loan Co. of Can. 1924 
Alexander HUlis Ross 1892 w. O. Rudden 1903 R G. Snider 1908 Tru~t &. l...uan Co. 1944- 1. Whitelq 1935 Firmin ~dre 1944 
Jules Vandae-Ie 1917 A. G. Setfey 1904 George Simpson 1910 NWV4 W. C. Whitely 1952 Andrew CoequyIl946 
Maurice and Ikrtha CooquYI l~6 1as.~1.llI Fletcher 1911 Gertrude Simp56n 1945 William MC/'t:dith 1906 SWV4 

Comdius Kla5SJ:n 1962 
Mn. Benha CocqU)'1 19:53 A. G. Seck)' 1919 M.uuice Cocqil.'P1.1950 

Thoma~ Hamilton 1910 Mrs . .mseph Whlldy 1899 NWV4 Bertha and Manha C«quYI 1961 Thomas Gordon Wilson 1959 
La\\OTCnce H. Hantilfon 1949 J.oscph v.-'hilely l'XfS Char1'!1laW!ty 1906 Maurice and Bertha CQCqu)'t 1%6 NWV.t SECTION 13 W. Chester Whilcly 1914 Trust & Loan Co. of Can. 1924 

NWV' W, G, Ruddell 1903 All SEV4 1. Whitely 1938 Firmin LaPoudre 1944 
Alfred Jennin8' 1898 A. G. Seeley 1904- klr.hua Elliott 1902 .b.'l;¢! Jermyn ISol}3 

W C. Yibitely 1952 Andmv Cocquyl 1946 
Henry Lome Slack 1944 JoYton fletcher 1911 A. E. El1iOl:t 1904 W.l Cobb 1599 

Cornellus Klassen 1962 
ThomlJS Gordon W(!:!.OO 1%2 A. G. Socley 19-19 Jomua Elion 1906 H. E Smilh and W. P. Sp:.l!ling 1905 SECTION 24 

Thomas Gtlrtion Wibon 1959 George W. EUiou 1924 W. 1. &l".."lI((!s19IJ 
NEV4- SEV4 

SEY4 Henry Bf"tCmcrs.c-h 1926 Credit Rmckr Frnoco Can. 1934 Howard Mitchel! IS91 Fred Graydon 1892 
Fred Konuk 1899 SEV4 Julien Breemc~eh 1955 }fu1tand Canada Mort, Co. 1944 Iohn R. Grullt 1893 lot.eph M. Dobbyn {Hl-1S96 
Mrs. llne Kootlie 1922 W. O. Ruddell 1903 

H. E. Mildx:U1897 Richard I. Dohbynl9G4 rrro Koouie 1928 A. Q, Setlev 1904 
SECTiON t4 

SWl-'4 
khn R. Grant 1899 OIarlc$ Lawley 1905 

C, W. KOllwe 1936 R.l Scott t908 
NEV4 

R. 3. McRae 1906 
D, W, VaH 1902 Tru$1 &: U:iM CO. of Can. 1914 

Jules Vandaele 1947 Rufus John~lon 1920 E BecbJey 1900 
Mrs. R. J. McRae- 19-30 

Landed BankJog & Loon Co. 1935 J:un.c-s- Banks 1928 
Alonzo W. Ronson 1948 

Joshua Ellletl 1901 AUtUM Vomrobaeys 1942 Trus-t & lAan Co. of CliO. 1936 SWY4 MllyRoblion 1%2 Firmin LaPotxh-e 1944 Mr.;. Jane Konuie 1898 A. E. EtlilXt 1904 SECTION 20 Jerome: Breemcrn:h 1944 
Fred Ko-nlt.ie 19-22 

Rubert George VaIlbesdaere- 1%3 Joseph Whitely 1906 NEV4 Jerome and Edgar Breernet'!.Ch 1964 Andrew COCfjU)i1 1946 
Co-melius KtlI1$Cn 1961 C. W. Kunl.lie 1936 SWl-"4-

NWV' Man:u~ Ray (H) 1893 NWV4 Helen Kont.J:ie 1938 John Kain 190i 
Same as ffi3p WilHam HWClt 1898 H. E. Mitchell 1891 SWV4 

Charles W. Kontzie 1944 Wilfred Kain 1964 T. E. Shore 1903 C. B. Powell 1:899 Richard [')obbyn t8n 
Jules Vandaele 1947 Mrs. Wianifred Yuilt 1934 SEW Charle$ W. G~n 190,5 D. W. Vail 1905 Charles Lawley 1905 

w. H. fhllis 1908 !..ton VanbeuJacre 1928 Land«! Banoii8 & Loao Co. 1938 Trun & Loan Co. ()( Can. 1924 
SECTION 4 SECTION I) Joseph Yo-'hitely 1910 Charles W. Green 1934 AuguS! Vanrobac:yt. 1942 James Bank~ 1928 
NEV. ~'EV4 SW}'4 Margaret Grecn 1944 Jerome Bl't'(;mcnch 1944 1h.ISl & Loan CQ. or Can. 1936 
Charles W. Konuie 19H Georse J. MlUllr.on 1902 Same as map CIl.mu:-I Serruys 1951 krome and Edgar Brecmersch 196$ Firmin I..aPoudre 1944 
Jules Vandaele 1947 C. S. Q, Holden 1903 Alida D. SerruY$ 1%6 Andrew Cocquy1 1946 

Ned Champ-ion 1904 
NWV, 

SEV4 CO'I11¢lltls K1asu:n 1%2 
NWV' Leon fube5elaere 1929 SECTION 15 D_ Brown 1922 
Maurice Cocquyt 1946 E K. Champlon 193t NEV' W. J. Edwards 1906 1. w. Modeland 1923 SECTION 29 M, J. Vanbeselaeffl i951 HllIJ'y and A. 1. Champion 1949 Mrs. A Suachan 1901 Mrs. Muga."et Edwards 1917 Wm. F. Brown 1928 NEV4 Henry Lorr~ Slack. 1953 Arthur 1. Champion 19:55 Alex Strachan 1918 w. J. Edward~ 1921 JeroJ»C BretmCf1t;h 1951 Ivan Dobhyn 191] Maurice j. \-'anbcsclacr: 1956 Hatty and ArthllrChampioo 1961 Mn. A. Strachan 1930 Gordon EAW3nh 1'>30 Jerome and Edgar Breel"l'lttSCh 1964 E. F. Dobbyn 1921 KenactlJ George vanbes.etaere 1%3 ClI:u:b Robert Dobbyn 1964 Charles S!.I'tICfian 1942 Gre-$.I Weu Ufe Ass. 1931 

(Y,ln P: Dobbyn 1922 Alex C. Strachan 1944 1. Palma!ecr 1944 SWN 
SEI/4 NWV4 L.a.'!)' While 1956 H. E. MitchclllS97 L. Tilbury 1915 
Charles W Konttie 1933 Gc(l~ 1 M.aulson 1902 NWY' C B. Po~"eIlI&99 A. W. 'TIlbury 1925-
Jule, Vandaele 1947 C S, D. Holden 1903 Aluander Strachan 1893 SEV4 O. W. Vail 1905 Leon Vllnbeselaere 193! 

Rtd Champioo 1904 Mr;.. Alex Strachan 1930- London &. Can, Loan Co, 1894- Landed Banklng & Loan Co. 1918 Qovemmenl School Land 1934 
SWV4 

Leon Vanbc:sdam: 1929 Cha1IC'5 SII3CMn 1938 Mrs, Ma.rglU'C! Edwtmh 1893 August Va.nrobaeys 1941 R, E. Foster (lc.ued) t942 
C. W. Kontlie 1912 

E K. Champion 1931 Alex C. Strachan 1944 W. 1. EdW1lt'ds 1908 Jerome Breel'!KfSCh 1944 Harold W, Kentler 1948 
Maurice Cocqu}'t 1946 M~. Margaret Edwards 1917 George R. Bnxmli'l 1954 
M.1. VanbesdaeTe 1951 Harry a.od A. 1. Champ-ion 1949 SEV4 w. 1. Edwards 1911 

Jerome: and Edgar Brecmt:rscb 1964 
Fred C. Penson 1958 

Henry Lome Stock 1953 Arthur J Champkm 1955 George w. J<;:nning5 1911 Great West Life Ass. 1931 James and John Banks 1959 
Maurice 1. VlInber.elaern 1936 Harry and ArthurClumpion 1961 Jules Vandaele 1940 J. falmateu J944 SECTION 25 
Kenneth (}wrge Vanbe~!aere 1%3 Charles Robert Dobbyn 1964 Maurice and Bertha Cocquyt 1946 1..any White 1956 NEV4 NWV4 

SEV4 William B. Hlt\~1t 1899 Fred K. Champkm 1925 
SWy4 SWV4 GeQrge Husen 1924 l..«m Vanbesdaere 1931 SEmON 5 Joho Dry->date 1898 Fred K. Champion 1924- C. P. Esuin 18:99 Arthur F. Jen:l.en 1962 Gonmmcnl Scboo! Land 1934 NEW Mr;." Maggie O'Bryan 1935 Leon Vanber.elam: 19-29- Humo &. Erie Murt. Co. 1944 John Sutherland (Ieas.ed) 1942 1 A. ROH 1907 1. H. Swehla 1944- E K. Cbamp-lon 1931 Hcrmao Wickstrom 1945 NWl'I 

Harold W. Kenner 1943 G. w. Archibald 1912 Tonie Hemeryck 19S5 Mrs. Emma 1. Champioo 1949 Jame$ Hodgins 1894 
George R, Broome 1954 J. A. Ross 1913 C,P.R.1895 

G. W. Archibald 1915 SWV4 SECnON 21 F. B. Wamu 1900 SEV4 
1. 1\. Ross 1916 John Drysdale t898 SECTION 16 NEV4 Ch.as. B. Powell 1904 han P Dobbyn 1913 CP:R,1920 Mrs. Maggie O'Sryan 1935 NEV4- George 1. Mauhon 1902 W. H. Ralli~ 1917 E. F. Dobbyu 1921 
Outlook. OI:\lCJopmeol Co. 1937 1. H. 5wchb 1944 Mrs. Allke 1. Jennin8~ 1942 W. J Edwards 1904- MUlual Uk tns. Co. 1918 Ivan P. Dobbyn 1922 Tonie Heme:ryck 1955 HlIrVCy Rob!>On 1943 Owles W. Greet! 1905 AJolU:o w. Robsoo 1948 

Howard G. Rowe 1%6 W. H. fUflis 1920 L. Tilbury 1925 
May Robson 1961 R. G. ~noon 1914 MUlual Ufe ia'!. Co. 1911 A, W. Tilbury 1923 
Robert George Vanbc:u:laere 1%3 SECTION 10 NWV' Mn, Ada F(u'sJer 1948 R. E. foster 1927 Leon Vanbesd.ill:n! 1931 NEV4 John S. Thomas 1899 NWY' Mutual Lire A,s. Co. 1931 Governmenl School Land 1934 NWV' Hornio knning1i 1891 Mo, U. E. Curry 1903 R. E. R1$letilusedJ 1942 G. W, Archibald 1907 Alfred le;;nings 1894 William l<:slie 1911 

(korge Andrews 1894 SEV4 
C.P,R.191O Hcnry Lome SIll(:\;. 1944 &Ief Hammond and Nanlon 1944 

C.PR. 1895 w. H. Madole 1901 SWV4 
Alonro W. Robwn1929 Thomas G. WiliCn 1961 R. H. "mun 1898 W. B. Hu!.t:n 1920 fr«j K. Cham;non 1915 
May Rob$Dn 1961 SEV4 C.P.R,19OO George H&li:'>Ctt 1924 l<:on Vllllbc!.t:1acre 1931 
Robert Gcots:e Vanbe!.elaere 1964 f'\'WY4 Fred Champion 191B R. A. Buck 1901 Atthur E Jensen 1962 Government School Land 1934 
SEV4 

Mrs. Maggtc O'Bryan 1935 Mrs, S. Champion 1920 Owrg¢ j, Moolson 1902 
SWV4 10M Sutherland (leased) 1941 1. H. Swehla 1944 fred K. Champioo 1924 W,1. Edward,. 1904 Haroid W. Ken."Ier 1943 G. W. An::hibatd 1907 Tonie Hemeryclo; 1955 Leon VanbeseIaen! 1929 Charles W. Glttn 1905 William Brown 1898 

George R, Broome 1954 Robert Johniloll 1905 
F. K. Quunpion 1931 Leon Vanbelt:laen: InS 

WiIIl:un.I.a.rU:n<: 1913 SEY" 
Mo, Emma Champion 1949 Chatles W. Greet! 1934 SECTION 26 

Grccnshjel~ ~slem Ltd. 1921 Henry Lome S]IlCK 1944 
Arthur 1. Champloo 1%2 Mrs-. Margaret Green 1944 NEV' SECTION 30 

Alonzo W. Robson 1948 Thomas G, Wif!".On 1%1 
Charles Robt:n Dobbyn !964 Carnic! Semy, i95t Joh.'"I Nieland IS92 NEY4 

May Robson 1961 SWW Alida D. Strruy$ 1966 .lames Hunter 1894 Henry D. Smith 18'}& 
Rebert George VanbcliClacre 1%3 Mrs. Maggie O'Bryan 193.5 SWW W. H, filUis 1903 John Cobb 1902 

,Jolt.', S. Thomas 1899 SEV4 W. 1. Cobb 1918 SWV4 J. H. S\lo-'Chla 1944 
Mrs. U. E. Curry 1903 George W. Jennings 1898 NWV' William Stmpson 1951 C.P,R.I908 Tonie Hem::!,)clI95.5 
Wil1ia.m U:5lje 19U Mrs-. Alike 1. Jennings 1942 W. J. lonn«on 1893 Mrs, Chrissy Simpson 1959 Outlook Development Cu. 1937 
Osler Hammond and Naruon 1944 Han'C)" Robron 1943 W. H. Joht!,lon (51121 1901 Louii Burtnkk 1949 SECTION II HoWlUdQ. Rrn<,,:: 1%6 W. H.lohruum 1902 NWV4 

NEV.$ Sam JohnSltm 1903 Mrs . .b.mes S. Edwards 1898 
SEcnON6 W. H. fiUlis 1911& SECTION 17 SWI< W. F. Brown 1909 .hmes $. Ed'Ao"llrrls 1899 
NEV4 Alel Strachan 1910 NEV4 W.l F.dwar-dS 1903 J. W. Modeland 1924 W, G. KenDer 190-3 
'Itust & Lc-an Co, 194-2 WlltiamSt.r&dull 1918 Charles W. Green 1905 Royal Bankof~ 1944 Mrs. V. Moddand 1928 A. W. Trlbury 1928 
], G. GordOIl 1946 Great Wc~! Life Ass. C/). 1931 TOI"OOIo (kneral i:tu51 Cu. 1922 """'rR"""'" 1946 Mr1. Eh1l Robin'SOfl 1944 Mn. Rita Jooos 1938 
Roben Henry Oliver 1963 Firmin LePoudte 1932 w. I. Edwan!l.19JI Howard G. Rowe 1966 F:ed C. PenSOn 1945 Emily Tilbury 1944 
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SEV4 Owles S. Dobbyn 1916 SECTION J2 NWY4 Canadian Guvantee Tru~t 1923 SEV4 
John H. Edwards 1892 Clwles Dobbyn 1917 NEV4 Dobbyn BM. 189$ Annie YeorrwlSE!.1. 1938 Mrs. Jennie E. Watkins 1898 
Thonw Meredith 1893 J. A. Ro!.s 1917 E. F. Dobbyn 1892 John Dobbyn 1897 W. S. Ne'oI<1on'& Co. 1944 William H. Fallis 1906 
WiIli.amMeredithl898 Mrs. Shdfner 1920 Ivan Dobbyn 1913 ClwJes Dobbyn 1900 Rus~1l Dobbyn 1945 Great West Life Ass. Co. 1936 
Thomu Hamilton 1910 Clwles Dobbyn 1920 E. F. Dobbyn Est. 1921 Holland Can.Jd~ Mort. Co. 1934 lame, F. Dobbyn 1948 
L..awrence Hamilton 1949 J. A. R~s 1920 Ivan P. Dobbyn 1922 Rus~lI Hood Dobbyn 1958 SWV4 

Sherrner Est. 1923 Occidental Fin: Ins. Co. 1924 SEY4 WiJliArn Henry Fallis 1898 
SWY4 Clwles Dobbyn 1923 John Milne 1926 Ed Dobbyn 1891 SEY4 Great West Life Ass. Co. 1936 
John H. Edw.urls 1891 l....aw Union.& Rock Ins. Co. 1923 Canada Penna.nent Trust 1932 Dobbyn BI"I». 189$ George H. Connor 1908 
Thonw Meredith 1894 David La.mont 1924 J. A. Ross 194$ (buies Dobbyn 1897 R. E. Fonter 1909 SECTION 36 
William Meredith 1898 

H. P. Musson 1924 Mrs. Hilda Ross 19$9 Holland CanadJ Mon. Co. 1934 La ..... Union.& Rock Ins. Co. 1925 NEY4 
Thomas Hamiltoo 1910 

Mrs. E. Shc:ffner 1927 Vk-tor Vanbe~lxre 1927 F. B. Wmcn 1894 
lAwrence Hamilton 1949 

David Lamont 1927 NWY4 SWY4 La ..... Union.& Rock Ins. Co. 1937 C. B. Powell 1904 
H. P. Musson 1927 

W. C. F. McCJllum 1911 Dobb)n BI"I». 189$ Jo~ph W. Broome: 1944 Mutual Life Ass. Co. 1917 
~rcy Brock.inlon 1927 

RJymond and Stanley McCallum 1958 John Dobb)n 1897 Maurice 1. Vanbeselxre 19$9 R. E. Foster 1927 Owles Dobbyn 1900 
SECTION 31 George Wilfred Bonner 1947 SEV4 Holland Canada Mon. Co. 1934 SWY4 Mutual Life Ass. Co. 1935 

NEY' A. A. Rourke 1948 E. F. Dobbyn 1892 Geor,e H. Conoor 1908 Mzuric-e I. Vanbeselacre 1946 

Archibald Millar Livingston 1892 Wm. C. McCallum 1951 Ivan Dobbyn 1913 R. E. Fonler 1909 NWY4 
G. H. Connon 1900 Norman Walker 1954 E. F. Dobbyn Est. 1921 La ..... Union.& Rock Ins. Co. 1925 Owles B. Powell 1904 
Fn:d G. Connon. 1901 A. E. Johnston 1954 Ivan P. Dobbyn 1922 SECTION 34 Victor Vanbeselaere 1927 MutUJI Life Ass. Co. 1917 
Gcor!e ShdTner 1903 Occidental Fire Ins. Co. 1924 NEV4 uw Union.& Rock Ins. Co. 1937 R. E. Foner 1927 
Mn. E. N. Shc:frner 1920 .IohnMilnel926 Geolie H. Conoor 1908 Joseph W. Broome: 1944 MutUJi Life Ass. Co. 1935 
Gcor!e Sheffoer 8t. 1921 SEV4 

CanJdJ ~munenl Trusl 1932 R. E. Fon.ler 1909 Maurice 1. Vanbe~l:aere 1959 Maurice 1. Vanbcselaere 1946 
Mrs. E. N. Shc:ffner 1927 Francis Graham 1892 

1. A. Ross 1945 Law Union &: Rock Ins. Co. 1925 
William C. McCallum 1951 Mr1. Hilda ROll 1959 ViclorVanbeselxl"C" 1927 SEV4 
Raymond and Stanley McCallum 1958 

C.P.R. 1895 
Law Union.& Rock Ins. Co. 1937 F. 8. Wmcn 1894 

Francis GnJwn 1901 SWY4 Joseph W. Broome: 1944 SECTION 35 C. 8. fuwc:1I1904 
NWY4 Mrs. F. 8. Graham 1920 w. C. F. McCallum 1911 

Matrice J. Vanbc:selaere 1959 NEV4 Mutual Life Ass. Co. 1917 
Archibald Millar Livingston 1892 lames C. Greig 1955 Raymond and Stanley McCallum 1958 F. B. Warren 1898 R. E. Fosler 1927 
Mvin Wilson frt-ac.) 1901 NWY4 C. B. fuwc:1I1904 Mutll1l life Ass. Co. 1935 
George Sherrner (frae.) 1906 lohnMiniker 189) F. Wmcn 1906 MJUrice 1. Vanbeselaere 1946 
Alvin Wilson (fnc.) 1906 SWV4 lames Miniker 1894 Chas. B. Powell 1908 
1. A. Rm.s «rae.) 1907 John Cobb 1894 SECTION 33 Trusl &. Loan Co. 1895 W.H.fialtisI917 SWY4 
Melita Brick &. Tile (frae.II907 George B. Cobb 1904 NEY4 John Dobbyn 1897 Great West Life Ass. Co. 1936 Clwb B. PowtIlI9(}4 
Charles S. Dobbyn (frac.ll908 John Cobb Est. 1921 Ed Dobbyn 1891 W. H. Nugent 1901 MUlual Life Ass. Co. 1917 
Robinson &. Robson (frac.ll908 W. 1. Cobb 1928 Dobbyn Bros. 1895 Thomas H. C~grove 1905 N\llY4 R. E. foSler 1927 
1. A. R~s (frr.)1908 WilliJm Simpson 19$2 Charles Dobbyn 1897 Henry Greenhalgh 1907 William Henry Fallis 1898 MuM.! Life Ass. Co. 1935 
Rcr;A. Robinson 1916 Mrs. (brissy Simpson 1959 Holland Canada Mort. Co. 1934 R. E. Fo~ter 1911 Great West Life Ass. Co. 1936 MJUrice 1. Vanbc:sclaere 194{) 

19 



C.P.R. C.P.R 
G:mlon Cal.ay Si"I.Wt' Willia.1l lone~ 
S~"'" 

31 

CP,R 
C.P.R. GordonCalay 

Bruce WIIIi:un }fJne~ s~"'" 
Ul'U(e WiUiam Jones 

DuocM1McCrae Duncan 1. McRae' (H) 
(H) 1896 

wrOOI\Ca13)' 
SwanioOa 

30 

Thom.u Hope: hale) 
1886 

~ lrwin Downey 

C.P.R, 
Ow!esMumlY 

"",,1h 

C.P.R. 
.hmes irwio. W;d];l(e 

A., &; RaylTlOJXl 
Georie Dowrxy 

• m 
wrdonCalay 

SwanM:l/\ 

Thom.u Hope !Ii) 
lSS3 

hmes I/"Wia DowDe)' 

C.P.R, 
Doruld&: Mumy 

""')'II> 

C.?R 
.bmc$ Irwin, Wallace 

A .. &: Raymolld 
Gcorge [)o.wney 

Kenneth McDoo.a!d OoruJd McDonald 
tH) 1892 fH) 1888 

Arnold Ear) S~ Rosj. Howard Dcbbyn 

Franklin L Ke!(:hi!.On John Alben Salhhury 
{Sale)11W1 Iii) 1884-

LeQnuQ:Jam,e~ J:tme~ Rob<n &. 
Gardil'K':r Katluyne M. Gardiner 

32 

Frank.lin t Kctdti'lOn 
IH} 18S1 

LwfwdJa.'Tle~ 
Gardiner 

Sehool Land 
Donald Ken!k';tn 

For.;yt.; 

&hoolLar.d 
Robert Urry & Viola 

Evelyn Carr 

Thorn..u Wm. Odey 
(Hl18S3 

RUi)C11 H. Dobbyn 

Jan. .. AIl>:rt Szli~bury 
iSale.1884 

Ja.me~Robert&. 
Kathryne M. Gardiner 

School Land 
DoruJd Kenneth 

"",,1h 

29 

&hooll..a!ld 
Robert Larry &. Viola 

Evelyn Carr 

lbormu Wm. Olley 
i'H) 189) 

Rus~lJ H. Dobbyn 

Township 4, Range 26 

C.P.R. C,PR. 
Leooard Jame~ Leonard hmci. 

Gardiner Gardi~r 

33 

C,PJ~ C.P.R. 
RtIb¢n Larry &. ViclA kthn D. &. Lois V, 

Evelyn Ca..,. C>IT 

Wm. Turner IH) 1884 
~rtOlJ(;)'{H} 

Robert l..atry &. Vwb 18S5 
Robert Larry &: Viola E"elynCan EvclynC:L.'T 

28 

Robert Wm. 
Edmon$(!(; (Sale) 1899 
Roben Larry &: Viola 

EV(.lynCarr 

C.P.R. 
Leslie P Rawlinson 
Larry Ma:tDanyluk 

''''''' 

, 
Rob;:nWm 

Edmonwn (H) IS8) 
Robert Larry & Viola 

E'+'eJynCart 

C.P,R 
Leslie P. Rawlinr.on 

Olarl« $, D<lbbyn 
(Sa1e)I8Sg 

Cecil &. Marioo Grieg 

20 

Wm. DeIITW"Co!e Rkhard Cole iH} 
(Sale) 1898 1882 

John D. &. Loi, V. RlIyrnotIdVem& 
C,-" Reginald D. EIliOl! 

34 

Wm. DelmA! Cole Wm.DeII'l\lrCole 
(HllS82 (H.lIS92 

101-.0 O. &. Loi$< V John D. &. tolS V. 
em Cm 

C.P.R, C.P.R 
Cecil Howard Jonel Clarence A, Jom;~ 

27 
I 

C.P.R. C.P.R. 
Cecil Howard kl~~ Cecil Howard Jones 

M.S.W,C,R.C. M.S.W,c'R.C 
Rwul H. Dobbyr: [rwin Dobbyn 

3 
! 

OwJn S. DobbYD Charles S. Dobbyn 

I 

ISm, 1887 ISak) 1887 
lrwin Dobbyn Irwin I.>obbyn 

CP,R CP.R. 
Allan Gould Charles Kdt.'l Une 

3S 

C.f>.R. C.P.R. 
AlJanGould Neil Raben .lones 

Hudsoo \ Bay CQ Aklan<kt CaIneron 

{notifICation) 1881 McGrtgor (H) 1884 
MalcQlm George &. Wayne Ho\ViU'IJ looes BeHie Jane Mdmx:s 

26 

I Hudson'~ aay Co. Hudron's Bay Co. 
jnotifx::alionlllS8! (noliflCalwn) 1881 

Malcolm Goorge & Makolm George & 
Bessie Jane Mcinnes Bei'Stt J;t.t\/l Mdnf)es 

$(:hool Lands $(:hool Land.$ 
E'+'Cren Duane Bouter James &: JOhn Banks 

II 

School LandJ; 
Schoof Lands 

E'<t:ren Duane BllI'ker i EvcreU Duane &: 
Allan Leslie Ba.-ker 

A1thur frederiek l..W; Andrev.' Ernest Slat« 
(HJ 1883 (HI 1889 

George Vanbeselaere Sophia F. Nesnbo 

2 

Annur frederick L.tke Andrew Ernen Slat« 
(H) 1889 (H) 1889 

GeorgeVa:l~lxre Sophi~ F. Ntslibo 

Wm. D. Dunbar 
{Sale} 1908 Wm, Rlyie 1891 

Clart'llce Alfrtd &: R:.yrnoM V, filion 
Neil Robel1 Joocs 

36 

Wm. O. Dunbar (H) John Miller Rose tHj 
1887 1892 

Francis Ra)'rnoM Francis Raymood 
HUIChiln. Huu:hins 

C.P.R. C.P.R . 
Cl~nce A. klnes Neil Robert Jones Wayne Howard Jone~ 

25 I 
CPR/ C.P.R. 

Wayne Howard lone~ CI.arenee A. Jones 
CIan;nCl: A. Jones Wayne Howard Jooes 

./ 

M.S,W.C,ltC. 
Charles Kdth Line 

M.S.W.CR.C. 
UO)'d S. Dobbyn 

Alben Alkn Fi!u~ 
{Saki '&90 

John Hem' &. 
Margaret Ann 

V¢rcaigne (pan) 
Fr.mk. K. Breakey 

'''''') 

MO$t~ Groves Abcy 
(HJ 1884 

John Henry &: 
Marg,omtAnn 

Vercaigoc 

M,S.W.C.R.C. 
Alvin Gary Bugg 

M.S. W.C,R.C. 
RtgiUAld !'.)oug!as 

EUlon 

M.S,W.C.R,C 
Otarles Keith Lioe 

M,S.W,C.R'c, 
Charles Keith Line 

~Aodcrson(H) 
1882 

R.andalIV~ 

12 

I Joseph Aodcn.oo 
(Salc,lS90 

i 

Randall VMll'Obxys. 

M.S. W.C.R.C, 
Alvin Gary Bugs 

1 

I M's.W.C.R.C, 
R¢8mald Do\Jglu 

Elliott 

I 



TOWNSHiP 4 RANG£16 
SEmON 1 
NF..I14 
G_ W Afe~ander 1894 
~mud Jam<:s Hida 1893 
John McKinnon 1906 
Landed Bankin~ & LO:ln Co. 1936 
CanJda Ptm .... nen! Mon. Co. 1945 
Wesley S. Orcakc), 1946 
Alhw Le\lie Urea1t}'l966 

NWV4 
G. W Akunder IIN4 
SJ.ffiu;:! Jume\ Hicb 181)3 
John McKinnon 11))6 
L:mJed Banking & Loan Co, 1936 
Canada Pcnn:mcnt Mon. eeL 1945 
Wesley S. 6rc<Jl:cy 1946-
Alfred U:$lie BrcakC) 1%6 

SEV4 
A, Cannkhad 1894 
(buIes McKinnon i&97 
Huth Md<.jnf'\Ot\ 1945 
E A Fowlcripartll9-l6 
Mr;., lilil McKinnon 1957 
lyle L« {pan} 1957 

$WJ'4 
A. Carmkhacl1894 
khJl MdCiJlMJl Hi97 
Charles McKinnon. 1906 
Hugh McKlnooo 1945 
Mr;., Ida McKinnon 1957 

SECTION 2 
NEV4 
TItrun.a~ ltvesh::y 1899 
John Liv~rey 1914 
O. L. Cuveli<:r 1928 
John Liye~lc)' 1933 
WiJl!at:Il A. Poole 1949 
Jolm Nestibo 19.53 
Caroline Ne~tibo 1954 
John Ncuibo 1951 

NWY4 
~rryWelS91 
W,,\!cr TownSgnd 19<X'l 
John Munro< 190) 
Cameron ar-.d Duncan 1912 
A. E. Cnmc:ron 1914 
Cwrge Pilcher 191$ 
S. Co,;wortll1921 
Morle)' W. Cmt.wm1h 1945 
Sl;lfford [')obbyn t94R 
Sidncy CO~W!)fth 11J.l9 
CharlC1. S" Dobbyn 1951 
M:w..,ct: I Vanbc:sc:ttlr::re 1%3 

SEV4 
Thomas Lh'esley 1m 
John lili~Sley 1914 
G. L Cu .. c}ier 1928 
John Livesley 1933 
Willitlm k Poole 1949 
Iohn Nesilbo 1953 
Caroline Ne.~ibo 1954 
101m Ne5tibo 1957 

SWV4 
Percy lake 1891 
Ruben Sprat 19(X) 
John Mul1fOI: J903 
Carw:ron and Dur.c;m 1912 
A" E. Cameron 1914 
George Pilcher 1918 
S. CO.J;wooh 1911 
Mo;ky W. CtMworlh 1945 
Stafford Oobbyn J94S 
Sidney Cox worth 1949 
Charle~ S. DobbYIl 1951 
M.!l.Urie~ J. Vanbcsdaere 1963 

SECTION J 
NEtt;f 
MinOf Holbrook 1891 
.!ames <knnain (Jermyn) 1892 
klhn Dobbyn 1898 
Jolm Newberry !9iXl 
kihn Dobbyn 1901 
Ol:arles Dobbyn 1903 
Mr>. BeIYah Dobbyn 1919 

h'WI/4 
Henry (Harry) Perrin 189! 
A. C. Dobbyn 1899 
1. M. Dobbyn 1904 
hmes- Fred Dobbyn [lJ..t4 

$EV4 
Mn.. Bdvah Dobbyn 1919 

SWV4 
John F. DobbYfl 1909 
Charles S. Dobbyn 1913 
Mn;, IkIYah Dobbyn 1919 

SECTIO~ 4 
NEV4 
Bruce Dohbyn 1914 
klhn Moorby ll}t9 
1. S, and C. W Moorby 1910 
BAAe [')obb),fI 1911 
HUfOO &. Erie Mort. Co. 1939 
OireclOr Veterans-' Land ACI 1941 
Borden Dobbyn 1951 

NYtT.l 
R. S. WAJham IS94 
W. W Moorb)' 1897 
John M-oorby 191<} 
1 S" & C. W. Moorby 1920 
15. Moorby 1921 
W. W. Mooroy 1924 
Mrs. M E. Wll~on 1946 

SEV.l 
Bruce Dobbyn 1914 
HUlM & Erie Mon. Co, 1939 
Direclor Veter;tJ'j$' Land Act 1947 
Borlkll Dobbyo 1951 

SWV4 
R. W, Warham 1894 
W. W. Moorby 1897 
S. W. Moorey 1922 
w. W. Moorby 1l}14 
Mrs, M. E. Wilron 1926 

SECTION 5 
NEV4 
John Dobbyn 1-892 
Chl1l'ln Debbyn 1895 
E. F. Dobbyn 1904 
Frank Dobbyn 1~13 
Tf'JS! & Loan Co. 1926 
Hugh .bme~ and Alex Cllmpbdl 1927 
Trus! & U,1It'! Co, Il}Jl 
hIDe .. A. R01.s J9.l6 
Clifford W R!:dlhway 1960 

NWV4 
John Dobbyn 1891 
E, E Dobbyt'! 1895 
John Dobbyo ffrx./ 1906 
F... F. Dobby" (frx.) 1906 
E. f. Dobbyn 1911 
Frank tktbbyn f9l3 
TM! & Loan Co. 1923 
Hugh k.'Ue~ and Atex Camptx-lI 1927 
Trust & Loan CQ. 1931 
James A. Ron 1946-
Clifford W. Reddaw1\y 1%0 

SEV4 
R.1. Dobb)'n 1895 
E. F. Dobbyn 1904 
Ft:W$ Dobb} n 1913 
Trust & Loan Co), 1923 
Hugh James aod Alex Campbell 1927 
Tru>;r & Loan Co. 1931 
James A. ROH 1946 
Cliffon1 W. ReddaW+lY 1900 

SWV4 
John [')obbYfI 11>92 
E. F. Dobbyn 1904 
Frank Dobbyn 1913 
Tnw & ~n Co. 192) 
Hugh James and AIt~ Campbell 1911 
TruS.l & Lodn Co. 1931 
hmes A. Rosi 1946 
Clifford W. RedOOway J%O 

SECTION 6 
NEV4: 
Henry NeC"!!:)' 1903 
John ARms 1907 
Wiltiam Drury m·aO 19\0 
J. A. Ros<; 1911 
Law Union & Rod; In~. Co, 1923 
WlIIilm G. Grimlh 1928 
Gltldys- Williamsoo, Mr$. SinClair, Mrs.. II:. Long and 

Wm, McCallum 1956 
Wm. McCallum 10 Raymond ~nd Stanley McCaUum 

{routh ofri~et) 1955 
R:rymood and Slanky McCallum to Raymood Mc" 

Callum {!.Outh of river) {pn::.er.1 ()',\.'ner) 1959 
~wan Holden lp.lnJ. G!adys Wi!li-llTIIDfl, Gttn Archi

bald Long {oorth Q! nver) 1%6 
Pn!~1ll ownen; (nonh of river); Glen Long, Fromk 

Warsab.:1 lid., NestiboMfg., Ewart Ho!den. A. 
fred leosen, Dr. Hellry Ktlye. JQtm F. WMi:. 
Jam~s Wilrren, Ph),llis Stroud and Maurice 
Creep:: 

NWY4 
H. D. Smith 1899 
lol'm A. ROB 1902 
A" Wilwn (frac,)1906 
1. G. Graves. F. E. Walts ilOO 300ve 1907 
lessie Ross, T. S. Mcnary and abo\'e. 1909 
Alfred E!.!/in,). SCCfl, Wm. t:htIn .. T. S. Mentlfy and 

10l:n Dy!: 1911 
1. A. Roos, A, t3. r:.5t1in.l Stott, J. C Brook, Wm. 

Drury E'I., M~.l R()$~ 1912 
1. A. RO'$s. Ck:orge FJel(her, l R StOll, Wm. Dtury 

Est., J. C. Brook 1913 
1. A. R01"5. Sylt« &. Jobbins, 1. C. Brook;, 1. N. Scott, 

George l-1elcher 1914 
1. A. Ros.$. W. G, Cunis, 1. C, Drool:. George 

Fletcher, J, N. Scot! 1916 
H, Ot«;nhalgn in place of 1. N. SeQ!! 1919 
Jot-.n A. Ro~;., w. G. Cunis, Gt:rtrude flelcher, J C-

Brook, GoroOtllobbins t921 
Aoove. plu$John Robe:rtsoo, Joseph Broome 1922 
Law Unioo & Rock In$. Co. instead of John R-oss 1923 
AbtJve, and Etlati1ca Dobbyn inslead ofW. O. CUJ1is 

pluslohn R~s 1924 
Law Umon & Rtx:k Ins .• John Ros~, W. CU11j~, GOf

don Jobhins, Gertrude Ae:cher, S. ft Veas, 
Joseph Broome, G. D. Goudie 1926 

Wm. Griffith, John ROH, G. D, Goodie, Gordon 
Edward~, S. R. Voa£.. Ckrtrude Aelchet, Gor. 
doo Jobbini 1918 

W, (L Curti~ imlead of Gordon Edwards 1929 
G. n .. msonin!>tcadofS. R. Vtw 19JO 
Wm, Grirlith. John Ros~, G. 0" Goodie. W. G. Cur· 

lis, George BranMon, Gertrude Aelcher. Sarnh 
DundJn 1931 

Wm.Criffi'h.G. D. Goudie EM .. Gl:ldys Lon£.G(I(). 
Br;mston, Gertrude Ac!;;;h<-r, Sarah Dundas-. 
EWlIl1 Holden 1936 

Mr;.. Jessic:Goudle int!eadofG. D. Gourlie&t .• 1940-
Wm. Griffith. Jes~ie: Goudie. Ew;m Holden, Gladys 

Long, Geo. Br.mston, H<:nnetla Kruger. Sarah 
Dundas 1945 

hrnes Andenon inslead oJ Jessie Goodie 1946 
Wm, Griffith, Jame~ Anderson. Ewan Holden, Sarah 

Holden. Glad)'~ Long, Gee. aran~ll)n, Henriet· 
ta Kroger. S:tr:.th DuIXi:.u 1941 

Wm. Griffith ins-tend of Gladys L<mg J94S 
Add1arncs A. WaIttn 1950 
Wm. Grlflith, James Andet50n, EwiUt Holden. H. A. 

K.\ye. Henrieml Kroger, Jame~ A. Wamn. 
S:tr:.th Dundas, Sara.i. Holden 1954 

A. FredJenM:nim.teadofSll.~ Dundas and lUId Wm. 
Poole 1955 

Gl:ldys Williamson. Mr;.. Sind.Hr. 1101 Long. A. fred 
J!!ns.en. S. A. Holden, EwMt Holden, H. A. 
Kaje. rien.riena Kru.s:er. hmcs A Wnrnn 195& 

Bernard A, Oc:;eilder lnste.ad or Hennen.a Kruger, 
Ph)'Ih~ Stroud 1%5 " 

G!3dy'\. Willl;\l"fl.S.On. ILl t.bng. £\\o"3J1 Holden. A. FfM 
1enl.Cfl. H. A, Kaye. John F. Wart, .1:ut1c-s A. 
\Vnmn. Phylli~ Stroud 1%7 

AOO've and Mallie!! Creepecle 1968 
f'n:t.ent owners: Ewart Holden. Oladys WHhllJ'ltion, 

Glen Long, ~\. Fred Jem.en, H. A. Kaye, John 
Wad:, J3me~ A" Wnren. Phylli~ Siroud. 
M=rice Cr«ptde 

SEV4 
Wm. R. !)rury 1891 
Arrhlbald M. Uving~lone 1897 
Henry Neeley 1903 
John A. R(Y.,~ i90i 
Law Unioo & R«k ins. CO, 1923 

Wm. Griffilh (fUlt'Ih of R.R.) 1928 
Percy firockin!on ('\(luth of R.R.l 1928 
Wm. McCai!utn {norm of R.R.} 1945 
Raymoodtlnd Slanlcy McCallum (oorlh orR.R.JI95ll 
Rnymond McC'n,!lum (north.of R.R.} 19$9 
H:ury Andrew TImrnIJ>lm. Town of Mellra. Andrew 

Murrell Thmnpson. Dunald K. r~Ylh. Ra)'. 
mondE Mc('allllm(N. and E. vfR.R.l plTscn( 

SWV.l 
W. Drury and A. Wdwn and E. Bar .. hnlomew 1897 
W. Onl1;. Alvin \Vil<,oo and john Cra",ford 1898 
H. D. Sm;ll~. Alvin WilY1IL Raben Crowf-ord, Robert 

Cruickshank. Wm. Drury nOO 1. A. Rn~~ IWI 
All of above plus Mrs. R. Li"iflgs~DfIC. T. R_ Lamont, 

Thl)ma~ T((j(Itr 1005 
l. S.Amo:d, RobcrtGranl.A, M. Campbell, Mrs..J. 

T. McCnFlum. W F UrlW<!L J. A, Salisbury. E. 
B. l..ltighlin and above 1900 

I. E Crcightoo. Mn.. NdHe McCallum and abo ... e 1907 

SECTION 1 
NEV-I 
Mrs. Roben She:m;-r 1895 
John Crn ..... foru 1898 
Mf!.. Roben Shearer 1899 
R. A. 5h<"uer 190t 
lucinda She~t 1902 
Mm Cooper 1002 
Geofg.~ H. COOflot 19(16 
Sam John,tone 1908 
1:tme:s G. Che)lle 1911 
Mrs.. C. Chtyne 19B 
P. L Vankleek 1919 
G3rnet S. Way 1921 
H. JOMs-lOne 1911 
WJ!li.un Leslie 1925 
F. W. Poasc 1929 
Carl Swanson 1941 

NWV4 
J. T. RokYts t895 
K<:nm::th MeDor.3!d (898 
llrnes E McC:tllum !9('X) 
Dift'<:t<Jt, Ve\er.lrrf L:tmf A~I 19.16 
Peter Royal Pue 1946 

SEV4 
A, Tterice 1892 
Hnnnah. Trerice 1393 
George Henry Cannot 1899 
Sam johnstone 1908 
hme~ G. Cheyne 1911 
Gon.lon CheyM 1918 
p, L Vanldeek 1919 
Gamel S. WJY 1921 
H. .Iohn~ltmC 1922 
William Leslie 1925 
E W. PoolS! 1919 
Wil!i:k.<n 1. Leslie 1938 
Catl $W;lnson 1941 

SWV~ 
fuhn Rmsell 1895 
George Henry Connor 1891 
Sam lohMIone 1908 
James G, Cncyne 191t 
Gordon Cheyne 1918 
P. L Vankled; 1919 
GametS. Way Nil 
H. lohnMone t922 
Wilham Leslie 1925 
F. W. Peas! 1929 
William 1. Le~lie 1938 
Carl SW;lI'l,on 19-;1 

SECTION g 
NEY.l 
G, E Greave~ 1891 
Mr.;. Lilla Grenves 1901 
Mrs. Zilpha Gtc:n~t'i 1902 
1. A, R{lS~ 11J.41 
Mr>, Hilda Ross 1959 
Mttt .... ·dl Arthur Ros~ 1%8 

NWV4 
G. L Dodds 1893 
E. E, Good!ar.d 1905 
Mrs. Anoie Ketchison 1911 
A. Mdntyn: 1928 
C. W. Kelehewn 19J.3 
Anhur Mdnlyre 19)6 
Mn;. Annie K<:lCh<"wn 19)8 
RlJbcl1 Rawlinson 1944 
Peler Roynl P\Je 195) 

SEV.l 
H. 8. Coy 1891 
Mr:;. Zilpha Gre:J.v<::5 1902 
J. A, RO$s 1941 
M~. Hilda Ron 1959 
MiU. .... -e1l Arthur RO$s 1968 

SWV4 
John Dtury 1891 
John A. Rt'I~a t916 
Miss M. Drury 1921 
1. S. ReId 1924 
Mis .. M. Drury 1925 
l:unet> S. Rdd 1928 
Marion 1. Robin""n and Mary 1. ReId 19$1 
MaryJ. Reid. MarionJ. RobifHon, Annabel Mclnryte, 

Joyce Mackie, lohn G. Gilland::. Jnmcl C. 
Gillander and Charles S. 011 lander 1951 

Llo;d JaJnes Spence 1964 
John W. a."'ld Anna L. McMa1t<:f 1%5 

SECfION t) 
NEl-q 
A. E_ Thompwn 1902 
Bryon Demoresl 19'14 
Joseph M. Oobbyn {frllC.} (sooth of river) 1916-
Bryon O<:ll'.Qre~t Hr.IC.) 1916 
~al We .. ! L~re (nor1n of rivt"r) 19.),4 
Ptrey Bwckinton. {north of river} 1944 
Alex Gardiner lnoM of rivet) 1952 

NWV4 
James Beojamin CIi.pp (north of over) 1891 
Zilpha Grelwes {south of rher} 1902 
A. E. Thompson (north) 1901 
Bryon O<:morest (north) 1914 
Fred K. Ci-.ampion (south) 1930 
Greal West Life inonhi 19J4 
Perc), Btockimon (north) 1944 
Alex Gardiner (northl1952 
J. A, Ros .. hO\l!h11952 
.'.irs. Hilda Rtm houtJtl1959 

21 

SEV-I 
A. E. S!~ttr IEl-'2) 1901 
R. 1. Dobbyn (EVl) 1901 
1. M.1).)hbjt;.(EV2) 19(}t 
Bryon Demores; It\i.h'1h of merl 1926 
lM Dobbyn (!>(lulh (If riv<:rt 1930 
Fred Champmn (north) 193{) 
Bf)(In Dcmotest (nnnh) 1931 
Or!':Jl Wc~! LIfe (north) 1934 

SW~/4 

Zilpha Grea\'<:s hmllh of Dvcr) t902 
.L:!.n;c5 Ber:jJmin Clapp 1nOfth of ri\1::r) \897 
R. J, Dobbyn inonhl 1005 
1. M. Dobbyn il10rthl 1911 
J. A. RosqsolJth) 19';1 
Pelt)' Broc\;in!on (northl 19M 
Akx Gardmer fnorth) 1952 
Mrs. Hilda Ro~~ (~o(!IIlI 195"9 

SECTION !O 
NEV4 
John Slev.·al'1 1893 
Fred CW""'dl 1891 
W, W. CJ~rk 1f){Xl 
1'. lQuinn 1908 
LIQuil'.nl9.l1 
Lome Hlllll%3 

Wd!ia.'u Wal~on IS9-l 
1. K rollad, 1903 
M. 1. Vanbe~laerc 1930 
H. 1-L Polluk 1936 
J. K Pol!~d: E$l. 1947 
l::;lie H. Bmer !94S 
Mynle M. Barker 1964 

SEV4 
Abr.L.ia.'ll Skinner E~L 11195 
J.t3.RmterIS97 
James H. Poiluk 1893 
M. 1. V:mbcseIMrt' 19:10 
H. H. Pollock 1936 
1. H. Pollack Est. 11J.t7 
Leslie H. Barker 1948 
Myrtle M. Barker 1964 

SWV.l 
James H. Pollock 1891 
M. 1. Vanbt:~cJncl\l 19)0 
H. H. Pollncl.; 1936 
1. H, Pollxk EM. 1947 
Leslie H. Barker 1948 
Myrtle M. Barker 1%4 

SECTION It 
XEV4 
Charles S. Dobb)'n 1907 
1 F. [')obbyn 1908 
Mrs. Uwfll Dobbyn 1919 
I1mm3s ilnd P.dam Darling 1925 
Adam Darling 1929' 
Dominion (hwemmen. 1938 
i~bm Darling C!e.ased, 194J 
l. 1. Quinn 1951 
Frafik Sennen 1956 
Ru\setl Dobbyn 1957 
Ot(O Lome Bugg 1958 

NWV4 
G. H" Hen!), 1907 
John E Dobbyn 19tJ. 
Mr;. Laura Dobbyn 1919 
J Ben Quinn 1925 
Adam Darling 1930 
Dominion ~vtmment 1938 
Metvin Wilson Ik:l:.cd) 1941 
L H. Barker \leJ.\¢d} 1945 
Josepb Barbour 1957 

SE14 
lboma\ Uve~lc)' 1900 
Ruben Livesley 1'XI.l 
Georg.c N. Adam~ 1903 
CtlUlesClark 1919 
George N, Admm 1921 
Landed Banking & Loan Co. 1938 
CJ.nada Permanent Mvrt. 1945 
U:lhe H. Bmer 1951 
Myrtle M. Barker 1964 

SWV4 
Thomas Livesley 1900 
Raben Lh'e$ley 1904 
George N. Adam~ I90S 
ChilI!e. Clm 1919 
(kOfgC N. Adams 1921 
Landed Bankins &: Lo:m Co, 19)8 
Canada Pl:tnli'If!cn! Matt. 19.1S 
Lc~lie H. B:!rl:er 1951 
MynJe ~·L Bnrl:~r 1964 

SECTION 12 
NEl!4 
klhllMIIru: }918 
ws<ph An&:r.,oo 19'22 
Wru. L Maslin 1941 
Alben A. and Adela M. Vanf(lh;}Cy~ 1962 

NWV4 
A. E. Sf,lIe! 1599 
William M. Phaleo 19(» 
W. G, Ataano:kr 1906 
MUluaJ life Ms. Co. 1931 
We,!e, Brt.akey 1941 
A. L. Brcal;~ 1951 
Maurice A. Demeukmu\ter 1968 

SEV4 
john Milne 19t8 
Juseph Anderson 1922 
Wm. L. Mason 1941 
Albert A. and Adela M. V~ys 1961 

SWV4 
William Abe)' 1S95 
WirJi.:un M, Phalen 1898 
W, G. AIe~andet 1906 
Mutua! Life A~s. Co. 1931 
Wesley BrcaXey 1941 
A, L. Breakey 1951 
Mnu:ice A. lkmeuiemuM<:r 1968 

SECTION )) 
NEJ.<.t 
E G. Neil 1898 
William Sealey 1899 
Hemmn Be.:.unao 1900 
M\ltl.lal Life AH. Co. 1928 

0110 Bugg I'iJD 
!'<Mual LIfe M .. Cn. I'HS 
n T Illl~g 11).13 
0110 Lome Bugg 19-t9 
!)on:l!d Lavm:.nce Ihllnr.lync 

NWV4 
1. Muirhead 1S9!! 
Gen. V{ ALbrm 1901 
Charle-.. Clark 1919 
Cki)fge N. /\;bm~ 1921 
E:.;cehior Life In'l.. Co. 1938 
Gc.:lrg!: N, .Jo.f.::m~ 194-$ 
fT«! Clifford 1945 
Willi:lm E V<:te 1946 

SEV·) 
C.P.R. 1897 
George HlJnler 11198 
wilh.Jn~ Sealey 1899 
Herman fie3man 1900 
MClual urI;' A\s. Co-. 1928 
OIl\) !lug!! 19)0 
Mu!ual Life A~~, CO, 1935 
0. T. BUFZ 19.13 
0. Lnmc OuSS 1949 
Donald l...awn:fI\:<: Billlanlyne 

SWy.t 
StAnley Anderson IH(}S 
Ow.r!e~Sus~um~ 1921 
Soldi\':N S;;;t\/(men: 193() 
(}no Buttg 1933 
It E FoMtr 1939 
RU<,'>e1l Pvbb),n ltg9 

SECTION 14 
NH~ 
Mary McGregor 1892 
w. A. AlIi""n IS?3 
Robert Aooe!"Sltn 1903 
(), T. Bugg 19.18 

NWW 
M:lry Mdjrtgo( 1892 
W. A, Allison IS'13 
Robert AruJer.on 190J 
01. Bugg 1948 

SEV4 
George Adam~ liXl-5 
Charle~ CI:ut ]919 
George N, Adani~ 1911 
fu;;;ehmr Life In~. Co 193& 
George: Adllm\ 1()'\.4 
Fred elmora 1945 
William E. Vere 1946 

$WV4 
E. C, Wa!!,ln 1897 
S. H. Snider 1898 
John Hefity 1900 
John F. Dobhyn 1913 
M!')" John H~tity 1916 
1 B. Morrison 1921 
Mrs. Annk MOrri~1O 1942 

SECTION 15 
NEV,; 
w. 1. Cobb loorth of m'cr) 1941 
L. J. Quinn/ens\ of riv.:r) 1941 

NWY4 
W.1. Cobb Inonhwcst of riven 1936 

SEV4 
L 1 QUiM (soo1heas! of river) 19)& 
lome Hat! (eas! of river} 1963 

SWV4 
W.1. Cobb (wt:~1 of river) 1941 
L.1. Quinn (ea~1 of rivert 1941 
Lome HaU leJ. .. I of river) 1%) 

SECTION t6 
NEV4 
Wilham Dunford 1900 
A, E. Thompson 1901 
Wn~let Fm,ter ifra.;:.l and 

A. E. Thumpson 1902 
Bryon Oenwrest }914 
Fred K. Champiiln 1930 
Bryo(l Demorest 1931 
Orea. West Life A~~. 1934 
PI:[cy Brockinlon 1944 
Alex. Gardiner 1951 

NWV-I 
Ja.-ne .. Beojamin Clapp 18n 
A_ E. Thompson 1898 
Bryon Demol\lM 1914 
Fred K. Champion 1930 

Bryon Dem6fest 1931 
Great West Lifn As\. 19}4 
Pltrcy Brockintoo 19.:4 
Alex Gardiner 1951 

SEV4 
William Dun!orrll900 
A, E. Thomp~a 190t 
Vr:ther Foster {frtll;.! and 

A. E. Thompv:m 1902 
Bryon DemOf(s\ 1914 
Fred K. ChampKln 1930 
Bryon Demore:Sl1931 
Grcal West Life Ass_ 19).4 
~n;y BrockintO/\ 1944 
Alc:.;Gardlnerl\}SI 

SWV-I 
A. E. Thompwn 1898 
Bryon Demorc~1 1914 
fred K. Champion 1930 
Byroo Oemore~l 1931 
G~enl WeM Life Ass. 1934 
Pt"n;y Brockinlon 1944 
Alet Ga."l.liner 1951 

SECTION 1I 
NEV4 
Mf\, W. B. Urtdcthll! 1897 
Mrs. Jessie Undemill 1'X16 
1. A. R;xs 1913 
Soldim Settlement (935 
Or. E. M. Jones 1941 
Peler Royal Puc 1953 

NWV4 
Mf'i. W. B. UndcmiH 1897 
Mrs. Je~5ic Underbill 1906 
1. A, Ro~$ 191.) 

S,11-:JJm S;;;uiement 1935 
Dr. E. M. Jones I'NI 
Peler Ro)'al Put 1953 

SWV4 
C'l:<lfge L. Dodd; 1891 
E" E. Goodlands 1005 
M~. Annie K<:lchin\Cn 1911 
klfne~ A. Mlch:n<,on 1912 
A. Mdnt)re 1928 
hme~ A, K!:h;hinwn (933 
C W Kelchir.~on 19J6 
Rtlbe:rt RawHn~on 19.u 
Pew RoyJ.! Puc 1952 

SECTION IS 
NEV";: 
Shuley P.ml 1900 
Chey./l<: and Modd:rnd 19(}7 
W. F. Wood 1910 
Artn::-! Wood 1943 

NWII.t 
h!Tl(!s 1. McCatlum 19<Xl 
Cyrus McCnllum 1946 
?e'er Royal Pue 1948 

SB4 
Shirky P.mllf){Xl 
Che),ne and Moddand 1907 
W. E Wood 1910 
Arthur Wood PU) 

SWV~ 

Jarru:~ 1. McCallum 1900 
Director, \'elcran\' umd Act 1946 
~!a RD}'al Pue 19-16 

SECflON 19 
NEV4 
Samud CI;lr\t HI94 
1bom;;\ Hope 189!'i 
Ida C, Clark 1906 
Tht)mas Hn1l1932 
Miss Elizabelh H.;ll! 19s.l 
M'l% Elizabeth H;lll and 

Mrs. Sarah McCraig 1956 

l"1'WY-I 
$amue:J Clark 1894 
Don McCraig 1898 
H:;Jland Ca(lad;l Mort. Co_ 1922 
Ben Williams 1923 
Malcolm 1. Mct:r.lig 1961 
Eme~1 William Slepncnwn 1963 

SEV4 
Dnn McDonald 1&91 
ShirJe)' P;J\l11900 
Cheyne and Modeland 1007 
G H. Cheyne 1909 
W f. Wood t910 
E W. Wood 1921 
Arthur Wood 1951 
Larry fumes Townsend 1%9 

SW1I4 
SmnlJei Clm 1894 
Dan M:;Donald 1898 
Shirley Paul 1900 
Cffi:Ylle Jnd Moddand 1907 
R. T Modeland 1909 
W. F. Wood 1910 
F: W. Wood 1921 
Anhur Wood 1951 
Larry Iamc$ TO"''nscnd 1969 

SECTION 10 
NEV4 
\\':!!letO:l!1;Y 1912 
\Valin and Wm. O~ley 1944 
Walter Oxley 1953 

!Io!WV.l 
Waller Ode), 1905 
Thoma\ Wm. O"le), 1906 
\Vall1;t Odey !912 
Waller nnd Wm. Ode), 19M 
\\"nltcrO,;ky 1953 

SEV4 
Wilham Duuf\wd 1904 
Dunfo~ and ThontPW-fl 1906 
Thomas Graham 1908 
Allan McRae 1909 
J'hllCflOk 1912 
Jobbins and Syke~ 1914 
Holland C;m;uj:l Mort. etl. 1924 
1 Art.iur R(l$£ 1929 
Holla."ld ClltlJda !\1(;f1, Co. 1944 
1. A. Ros~ [95 f 
Mr;.. HlIda Ros~ 1959 

SWY-4 
Wil!ilm OunfoN Tm 
Dunford aml Thompson 19(16 
Thomas Grahil.'u 1908 
,\lIan McRae 1900 
Phil Cook 1912 
Jotmills :md Syke$ 1914 
HoHand Canada Mon, C(I, 1924 
1. Anhut Rms 1919 
Holland Canada Mon. Co. 19M 
J. A. Ross 1951 
Mr.;. Hilda Rms 1959 

SECTIO~ 21 
ALL 
Joseph Bnm.<'(m 18S9 
1. Meek 1910 
1. T. Emerwn r91 t 
H.1. Homn 1914 
john A. Ros.~ 1916 
H. 1. Humn Esc 1924 
S, R. Vo~\ 1927 
Amos Rawl:ru.on 1928 

SECTION 22 
NEV4 
A. E. Thvmpo.on 1904 
Cobb and Mel{'"alfe 1916 
W. 1. Cobb 1922 



NWV4 
A. E, Thompson 1904 
Cobb and Metcal!e 1916 
W. 1. Cobb 1922 

SE~ 
Datlie! G. Mon'i$OO 1897 
A. E. ThOO'~n 1904 
Cobb and MelCl;lfe 1916 
W. 1. Cobb 1922 

SWY4 
D:u:Jid G. MonlWll 1897 
A. E, Thompson 1904 
Cobb and Metcalfe 1916 
W. 1. Cobb 1922 

SECTION 23 
NEV4 
Robert Anders.on {east d nvert 1&9t 
A, E. SIMer 1900 
Can, N.W. Landen. ltd. 1901 
Arch Deacon 8ro,.. {noM of riven 19'11 
Ff'allk Leigh (south of nver) 1922 
Nocrnan Leigh {south) 1958 

NWV4 
Donald McCrnig i894 
Can. N.W. Land eo. Ltd 1895 
A E. Slater 1900 
Mil Deacon Bros, 191i 

SEV4 
Robert Arukrson (e-ail of river) IS91 
Canada N.W. land Co, Ltd. 1901 
A. E. Slalu(frae,}and 

Robert AndefWn 1901 
Robert Anderson 1906 
L. J. Leigh 1907 
Frank Leigh 1911 
Frank Leigh (south driver) 1922 
Archdeacon Bros. (nottil of ri'vc:r) 1921 
Noonan Leigh (south) 1958 

SWV4 
Robert Anderson (eut of river) 1891 
Can. N. W. l,.nnd Co. (north and 

southWCSlofriverll901 
W. H. Allison 1894 
A. E. Slater 1901 
Waller Forster 1902 
W. W. Clark and A. E. Slater 1905 
p, I. Quinn and A. E, Slater 1908 
P.l Quinn and Arch Cle:acofl Bros. 1911 
L. l, Quinn (~outh of nller 1936 
Maurice- Forster (nonn of ri ... ~) 1944 
mn): Leigh (cast of ri~'er) 1944 
Norman Leigh (south and ea'!.t or nvcr) 1958 

SECTION 24 
NEY4 
Mn;. E. J. CroweU1'Xi1 
W. O. Crowell 19)3 
Director, Veteran~' !....and ACI 1941 
Mellville E. Wilson )941 

NWV4 
lohn TIwmas Crowd1191.)} 

SEY4 
L 1. Leigh (frae.) 1906 
Gcot,gt Hnll (fmc., I~ 
I W Ehey {(rae:.j 1911 
LJ. Lcigh(frac.) 1911 
MI'$. T. A. Leigh (frac.11914 
1 W. El$ey (frae.) 1914 
0110 Bugg (south of R.R.) 1945 
Mrs. flora Leigh (nonh orR.R.) 194.5 
Norman Leigh (flQfth of R.R.) 1955 
Arthur John Bugg (s.outh of R.R.) 196) 

SWV4 
Robert L¢igh 1899 
L. t Leigh 1906 
Mrs. T. A. Leigh 1914 
Norman Leigh 1957 

SECTION 2.S 
NEV4 
A. E, Muon 1891 
1 H. MMOn 1895 
f.C~lllS99 
J::une~ Burnett 1900 
A. E. Slmr 1904 
F. Dunning 1906 
A E. Slaler 1921 
'While Estate {north of river} 1931 
Bruce Wil50n {sooth of riven 1931 
~!efloo Torsi &: Savings (nonb of nyu) t944 
Bruce Wihon {wuth of ri~r) 1956 
Melville E. WilIDfl {north of river) 1950 
C«il Hov.-;ud Jones (southoi rivet) I%J 

NW}'4 
R K. Pn:~;on 1"891 
Can. N. W. Land Co. Ltd. 1891 
William McKird)' 1898 
AleAandct McKtrdy 1899 

lal'l;esMcKirdy!911 
Norman elm 1922 
William McKirdy 1931 
Ma1J1kt r..,ster 1945 

SEV.s 
A. E. Maron 1891 
j, H. Maron 1895 
F. Cro\1.-e111899 
James Burnen 1900 
A. E. Slater 1904 
F. Durtning 1906 
A. E. Slaler 1922 
ViIlitc: Es,talc: (north of river) 1931 
Bruce Wil$on hooth of ri'<tr~ 19,31 
Wateftoo Trusl & SaYings (oonh of river) 1944 
SruCCWilSOD(Mruthofri"cr) 1956 
Mtlvllle E, Wilson frxmh ofrh'cf} 1950 
Ceel! HOWlU'd ronc\ (;;oulh of ri ... tt) 1963 

SWv.i{j'>II.J'U) 
CIUL t·t W. Land Co. ltd. 1892 
W. H, Cro"'-etl and ft K. fyes[()n 1894 
Mrs. E. Crowell and Wm, McKimy t899 
W O. c~n and Wm. MeKitdy 19(11 
W. U Crowell and .b.m¢s }'kKjroy 1911 
Mrs. w. a C~1l and ilmel '-kKirdy 1920 
W. O. Crowell and No:m:n Clark 1922 
W,o. Crowell. Norman Clm and 1. E C~1I1932 
W 0 C~ll. Wm. McKimy and J E Crowdl 1931 
W. 0. Crowell 8 ... Mao.rke Fosler and 1. E Crowell 

'94$ 
Melville WUsoo, Maunce Fo~!(r and 1 E Crowell 

,947 
Melville Wilson WId Maurice fmJet 19.50 
MlUlt'lce fellcr (south and C.l'>! of dverl and Mc:!ville 

Wilson (north and IoVCsl of rlverl1959 
Maurice J:;:tslef, ClmJlC<'l A. lones (north and wen of 

nvcr) 1961 

SECTION 26 
NEV4 
O. G, Morthon 1903 
J. D. McHanic 1904 
O. G. Morris.on I90S 
Arthdeacon 8ro$. 1911 
A, F. FooI19l? 
Ray A, HUlChiM 19Z5 
Mrs,. Murief HUlehint. 19S2 

NWV4 
J. O. McHaltie 1901 
A, M. manville 1903 
w. S, R, SQwle1I90S 
1. A, MdGnnoo 1l}t4 
L.nnded Banking &. Loan Co. 1938 
Catruda ~rmanc:nt Mort. 1945 
C«il Howatd Jones 1945 

SWV4 
D. G. Morrit.Oll 1903 
1. 0, Mduttie 1904 
O. G. Morrison !905 
Atchdl::acoo Bros. 1911 
A, E Fool 1919 
Ray A. Hutchins 1925 
Mrs. Muriel HU1Chin$ 1952 

SECTION 27 
NEV4 
Robert ThOmM Mdlnnney. Francjs Bmokes Scou 

and Robert Jame" Pennie 1891 
A. R Sinclair 1899 
A. S. SIe¢"1 1902 
A. M.O!lllwille 1901 
W. krdme 1909 
K C, E. Mage¢" M,D. 191(; 
E, Henselwood 1912 

SEV4 
10M T. McRae 1896 
L. fI, and T. H. Wll.lton 1897 
J. D, McHaltie 1899 
A. M. Glanville 1903 
W. $, R. Bowles. 1909 
1. A, MeKinnon 1914 
Landed Banking & LQan Co. 1938 
Canada Pcnnam:nt Mon. 1945 

Brookes Scott 

SWY4 
AuguSt\!$ Meredith Nanlon 1893 
D, .kuniesonI897 
A. E. Slruer 1906 
E. Gl.al1ville 1912 
Ch:ulcsSmit.l-t 1914 
Canada f'cllTlMl¢IH Mort. 1945 

SECTION 28 
NEV4 
w. R. W. Hildlkn I90S 
Sco« Sh.errn.ast 19n 
Kieth Sfu:nnan 1940 
Clifford Scott Sherman 19f() 

NWY4 
R. W. EdJnoown 1900 
W. W. E.dmonsoo l'Xil 
w. H. Wall.ffl. 1907 
&ou B. $hetman 1908 
KkiliSbetmart 1940 
Clifford Soon Sberrn.ast 1960 

SEI'! 
G:orge nUS(: 1908 
Mull.w ure Ins. Co. !9ll 
H. M. Jobbins: 1927 
E. Sykes:md H. Jobbim. 1928 
E, Sykes. and G. Owt:ns 1932 
MutU3lllfe A$s. Co. 1936 
CJ.eotgeT. Walscn1938 
Oiffoo:t S¢.(l{t Sl:'wtrrtWi 1960 

SWV4 
George Bu.k 1908 
Mutual Life fIB. Co, 1923 
H. M, Jobbit\$ 1921 
E. Sykes and H. Jobbins 1928 
E. Sykes and G. Owens 1932 
Mutual Life A~s. Co. 1936 
George T. Wats.on 1938 
Clifford $cOlt Sbt:rtnaJl 1960 

SEC110N 29 
NEV4 
W. E &tier 190J 
Jo.s.tph Gurnoo 1903 
Augu!>f Carl L.cru: 1905 
A. G. Aemi1lgtoo 1906 
MoHand C~:l Mort. i924 
A, G. FlemingtOll192S 
fIDUand Canada Mon. 1933 
emill Fooclel' Franco Can. 1951 
kk CejoM 1962 
.bek CQjohn and Alber! A. Vanrob3¢ys 1964 
Alberta A. Vanrobaeys 1961 

NWV4 
N. Browt'ISbetger 1901 
Jot.ephGumoo 1903 
Augu~Carl Leru: 1lX15 
k O. FlemillgtOn 1906 
Holland Canada Mort. 1924 
A. G, Fkmlngton 1928 
Hollmld Umtoda Mon, 1933 
Credit R:mcfer Fnmco~. 19.51 
b:k CojOM 1962 
.b;;1c. Cojohn and Alber! A. Vanrobaey~ 1964 
Alben k Vanrobaeys 1961 

SEY4 
W. W. Edmanson 1901 
Wm. Henry Walter 1901 
S. B. Sherman 1908 
Wm. Henry Walter 1909 
ScottSherma.n.1911 
Kielb Slmm:ll1 1940 
Alice M. Sherman 1961 
CliffordScotl Shc:nTI.t'ltI 

SWV4 
Alexander .kJhn Crane 1900 
A. G. Flemington 1909 
Holland Canada MM. 1924 
A. G. Fkminglott 1928 
Holland CM$da Mon. Co. 1933 
Credit Foneter Fr.mco Can. 1951 
lack CojOM 1962 
Jack Cajohn and Alber! A. Vanrobaq$ 1%4 
Albert A, Vanrobaeys 1967 

SECTiON 30 
NEI'! 
R. 1 McRae 1895 
Joseph M. Campbelll'Xi2 
R, ]. M"Rae [9M 
Wafter Oxley 1906 
WilHam O:tlcy 1912 
William and W.aJttr Oxley 1944 
W.a!terO:d~1953 
~tet Royal Puc 1961 

~lVV4 

R. 1 McRae 1895 
Dun"an McRae 1891 
Joseph M. CampbcJlI902 
R. J. McRae 1905 

22 

Wli.ht':r Odey 1906 
William Odey 1912 
\\~herOdey 1938 
William Odcy 1941 
William and Walter Odey 1944 
WahcrO:deyJ953 
Pt:.ter Royal Pue 1961 

SEV4 
Ida C. Cla.-t 1906 
Thomas Halt r932 
Miss Elu..abeth Hal! 1954 
Miss Eliu;beth Hal! and Mrs. S3:ah. McCraig 1956 
Mr'>. Sarah Pringle and Mhs Elizabeth Hall 1961 
Nield Btm. AUlO SefVlCt: 1961 

SWV4 
IdaC. Clad; 1906 
Thomas Hall 1932 
Miss Elizabeth Hal! 1954 
Miss Ellubeth Hail and Mn. Sarnh McCnlig 1956 
Mrs Sarah Pringle and Mi~s Elitabcth Ha!l1961 
Ni,eld Brm. Auto ~rvi«: 1962 

SECTION 31 
NEV4 
L. Emmerson 11:192 
J. T. E.m.m!::rson 1894 
William Odey 1897 
Alvin Hall 1947 

NWV4 
L. Emmenon 1892 
1 T. Emme~n 1894 
Can. N. W. Land Co. Ltd. 1897 
Ja.me1 King 1898 
Robert Wilson 1902 
George W. Carr 1912 
Pt:.tcrWenerauerl922 
Mn. A. E. Beyt!i 1926 
Albert A. \....3.mport 1949 
Anhur Lampon 1952 
WlHlam IUId Vtlrll Smith 1958 
Erne$1 WiliiamSk:~nS()n 1%8 

SEV4 
L. Emmctwn 1892 
1 T. Emmerson 1394 
William Ox.Jey 1897 
Alvin Halls 1947 
Gordon Calay Swanson 1965 

SWY4 
l. Emrocrron 1892 
J. T" Errunerwn 1894 
Can. N.W. Land eo. Ltd, 1891 
.bmet Killg 1898 
Roben Wilson 1902 
Oeorgc W. Carr 1912 
PelerWetlen:uerl922 
Mt"i. A. E. Beyt§ 1926 
AJben A" lAmpoR 1949 
Arthur Lampon !952 
WlIIi.Hn lUId Vera Smith 1958 
Eme~t William Stephenson 1968 

SECllON 32 
NEV.; 
Roben Vankleck 1907 
Mrs, M, Salisbury 1924 
Harold M. Salisbury 1951 
Sl.3Ilford Vj,;lor Sunon 1961 

NWV4 
Owles. Henry 1907 
Huron & Erie Molt. 1944 
John and habeUll Ashcroft 1946 

SEV4 
Roher! VlUIkled:. 1907 
Mn;. M. Sali$bury 1924 
Harold M. Sab\bury 1951 
StanfQfd Viet"f SUlton 1961 

SWV4 
Charles Henry 1901 
Huron & Erie Mort. 1944 
.10M aoo I$abella A~hcmff 1946 

SECTION 33 
NEV4 
htnc:sArthurKetcberon 1890 
C. W. KetdlC50n 1934 
John E, ShlUlflgtOO 1946 
Owles W. Ketcheson 1951 

NWV4 
.l;tme$ Arthur Ketcheson 1890 
C. W. Ketchewnl934 
JohnB. ShillinglOflI94{; 
Charles W. Kc(~ht':son 1951 

SEV4 
William Thom.a~ Gregor 1893 
W. D. Cole 1898 
A" B. Steel 1902 
John D. Cllm¢ron 1908 
Kirby Seabrook 1926 

Canada f'tnnam::nl Mon. 1944 
Adam E. Catr 1944 

SWV4 
Augu~tu. Meredith N:m\on 1894 
Duncan Jamieson 1893 
Robert O:dey 1897 
W, R. W. Hadden 19W 
Roben 'Vankled: 1911 
Wilham Gou!d 1925 
Everen Robert Moore 19B 
Clifford SCotl Sherman 1%2 

NWV4 
Au 8. Steel 1901 
10hn D, Cameron 1908 
Kirby Seabrook 1926 

IS99 

1903 

CaJuda Perrn.;ul(rII Mort. 1944 
Adam Carr 1944 

SVI 
Au 9. Stec11902 
John D. Cameron 1908 
Kirby Seabrook 1926 
CaNIda Pemunent MQrt, 1944 
Adam Carr 1944 

SEV4 
Can, N. W, Land Co. ltd. 1897 
Alel!.M<:Kitdyl901 
JrunesMcKirdyt911 
William McKitdy 1916 
Nonn..atlClartl922 
William McKirdy 1937 
MlIIJ.tice O. Foster 1945 

SWV4 
Can. N, W. Land Co, 1897 
Asa: B. Ste(-! 1902 
Drew and CreightPl'llOO7 
WilliiunP.uterl916 
Charles S. f«I[:md 1919 

SECTION 36 
NE'" 
William fuyic IS91 
W. ft, Crowell 1891 
kiM Ftedetkk C~ll 1895 
Charles 8ry<m ~1I (HI 1899 
Eliza Ellen PoweU 1906 
C'barJe1 Bryon Powell inl 
Law Union &. Rock Jns, CQ. 1924 
Osltt H. Nan'.On J925 
Law Union & Rock tns. Co. 1921 
Osler Hammond NanlOO 1928 
Northm ScoUand Canadian Mort. Co. ltd. 1932 
AlbcrtFleck !946 

NWI'! 
Forbes Dunbar 1920 
Mrs. M. Dunbar 1921 
Kenneth Shields 1946 
John S. Ho!land 1949 

SEV4 
A1CAandet Ro~ 1895 
Charlcl Bryon Powdl 1899 
EI lui Ellen Powell 1906 
C. W, Cartwrigbt 1924 
EA. D-,mbar 1927 
Landed Banking &. Loan Co. 1938 
"""'" Dunbar 1946 
SWV4 
futbes, Dunbar 1920 



Township 1, Range 27 

AugU\fUS M. NantOtl John FJrnis Atkimon ~lohO~~OO 1lcubProw!>C' (<< .benb Prow!.!: (or M,S.W£.R,C. (Sale) 1882 Wi!lia.rn~1lY M.S,W.CR.C. M.S.W.C,R,C. M.S. W.C.R,C. 
M.S.W.C,R.C James R. Murray &. George 0. Fletcher (H) 1882 William Barry M.S.W.C.R.C. B:~IJ~:~ j ,H)l881 

Sluart RaYJ'OOild Albert Edward 
Gmwsej (H} 1882 Grows.e)? 

Earl J. Howden ""'~O~'h"" Aryln <karge fletcher B.uil Veroon SIl,lut RaYltlI)nd Walwn Donald 
$oilS Agrjbuiin;ss GeQrge Retlw\:1:; -""""'" Atkinson (Atkinwn 

Mitla.r Atldttwl Millar An"-, 
patI, 

31 32 33 34 35 36 

M,S.W.c'R.C Charles Took (Hi James ReddaWll)' {HI I John Alben McKlIg1K John Jbert McKagil¢ 
M.s. W'c.R.C. I r-.U.WC.R.C. 

Ernest M. Bowden I Ernest M. Bowden 
M.S.W.C.R.C. 

~$R.MWT3y& 
IS34 1882 M.S. We.R.c. M.S.W,C,R.C. (H) IS81 (Hi 1891 

Alben Edward Basit Vcmoo (Saie) 1883 (Sale) 1883 
Ld.tie Olin l..o'Iwn::nce .h\mes R. Mumy&' EvcrrnGm::nley Eve:eu G:tecn!ey Basil Vemoo [;r'V'- Sluut Raymcod Wat!;On Dooald Sons Agribu~neu 

$.)ru; Agribusiness Geotte O. ACh::her Atkin'SOn Alkinsoo Andrews Atkinson Millar Andrews. 
! 

Syl~tcr Preston (H} George Orpcn (S3le) Robert GcutBe Wm J S AOOO$i)o l:E1 Hudwo"l Say Co. Amhooy Moore (H) 
Schoof Lands SchOO: 1..ands M,S.W,c'R.C (ru>l'fnj 1&81 1886 M,S,W.C.R.C, M.S,WC,R.C. 11186 1890 Hewwn Roben Clark McKionty funm Lid. 

Atkio.wrl (HI 1&85 (Sale) 188S Donald i{clth 
Hertha Irene Downey RobenGarry Rob¢n Garry CarrrumCole William G, Andrews Earll Howden lames CwreOark l>a1e Edwatd Rowe Dale Edward Ro~ McKagu< Renwit:k Renwick 

30 29 28 / 27 26 25 

Sylvc:slU ~MOI1 ? George Orpen 1891 School Lllnds Scbool Land!). Robert Gwfge wm.J.s~ M.S.W.C.R.C. M.S.W,C,R.C. Ht.'·dron's Bay Co. M.S,W.CR.C. M.S.W.C.R.C Atldn!.Oll? (Ht 1881 Denard Keith RobertGart)' Hudson '$ Bay Co. (notTn) 1881 EMf J, Huwden Hewson Roben Oark Jamel Claire Clark. McKinney Mums Ltd, 
Dale Edward R\Wte V EdwatdROIf.'C McKaguc Renwick (oot'fn) 18tH Carman Cole CMmlll'iCole Wimam(LAfl~ 

tkrtha m:1l¢ Downey 

...-'" 
'./" 

M.S.W.C.R.C. M,s.W,C.R.C, Abntham Ncilwrt Abraham Neilwn M.S. W.C.R.C. M.S.W.C.R.C. Angus Belt (H, 1882 Duncan Bell (Hi 1882 t.1-S.W.C.R,C. Archibald McKinnon Archibald McKinnon 

Brian George Fletch¢r McKinney Farms IJd, Atkinson (Sale) 1889 4lkinWfl (H) 1881 Harvey Fredtrld; Hwtey Fredcrk:k Graham Ak:xander Grah.un Alexander M.S. W.c'R.C. Downey Diamond 0 0895?) (U195?) 
Walter Cecll G~nley ~CcciJom:~ Renwisk Renwisk Bell Bell Wm,Ba.rry&J,IC Rmns Ltd. George E, Purvj§ George E. Ftlrvis 

Do."" 

19.C _~.20 "- 21 22 23 24 

~ 
8' ~7C~~hd'~n!.:;~~; 

RkhatdSI~(Slllcl RichardSI~ Duncan Bdl {Sak} 
D, Cahill 1391 D" CahiJll891 1889 ( 1882 M.S.W,C.R.C. M,S.W,C.R.c' Angus. BeJ! 1891 1901 I M.S.W.C.R.C. ThomaliColin ThotnllSColin 

J.Lloyd & M'l !Lloyd" M. ). Evcn:tI Greenley John E, Renwick Donald Frederick Bell Grnham Alexander M.S.W,C.R.C. I fX>ugJa5 T, Downc;' nan rge Cwbcru.on 
M(l()fe ~Moore Bell Douglas T. Downey Bambridge B:unbridge 

./ 
Alex~Park.(s) 

1oscphVfaiker{H) 
M.S.W.C.R.c' John Fletcher Mr.;, JuhnA. M,S.W.C.R,C. .hme$ McGreg.or 1882 M,S.W.C.R.c' M,S.W.C,R.C. M,S.W.C.R.C. M.S.W.C.R.C. (H) 1882 

1'hoow Blaine Rulli Mvgarct Moore 
Wm.A,&.B. M. Mclaren Hi) 1885 Md .. arnn 1891 Frederick D. Bell James W. &: C, H. Thomas McKenzie (Military H) 1886 

Arthur T. HtJgef'$(ln Arthur T. He!gersoo Bmw George Amber Moo« ~Id Frederick Bell Johu e.. Renv.iek Brown (H)188(i John E. Rl:nWlck Culberuoo Ronald John Renwick 

18 17 16 15 14 13 

M.S.W.C·R,C. M.S.W.C.Rc' 
Thortw Fietdlet (Hj John Myer.i (Meyen) 

M.S"W.C.R.C. 
M.S.WC,R.C. Mrs. Ann McNi5h Fr;JJIcl~Cotlltcr(Hl M.S.W.C.R.C. M.S.W.C.R.C. lunes M<:Gregor Orville James QrvilleJ;.unes 

188'1 IH) 188S Abner Kilroyle Orville James tS91 1882 Louis Cedi Downey .famcsW.&C.R Duncan w. Campbdl (Military H) 1886 Renwick {SWJ Renwick (SV2) 
Brian George Attcher Abner Kilfoyle Renwick Mabel Coulter MlIbe! Coulter Brown (H) 1889 John E. Renwkk Arthur T. Helgcnoo Arthur T. HeJgersoo 

Ronald John Reowick (Nn) (Nv.!) 

M.S.W,C,R.C. M.S,W.C.R.C. Huds.on·s Bay Co. Hud5.on's Bay Co. M,S.w.C.R,C. M.S.W.c'R.C. Aleu,nder Steele Gemse Wood lHl &hool Lands Adllll1B~hlg91 
D. M. McDonald 

Jamc:s Uoyd& f'tat)cis Hrnry {notTn) 18S1 (oot"f'n) 1881 Clarence Royden WiJliamGwrge McCurdy (H) taS6 1890 School L:utds Wm,Roy&M.J. Wm. Ro;' &. M. 1. IS91 

MlIt'BlmtJo:utM(IOI"C: Downey Wm. J. Tingey Robert Allan Downey DoW»<)' Crcpecle touisC«iI~ James W. Brown Wm.RQ)'&M.J. Culbertscn Culbertson 
Wm, Roy &. M. J. 

Culberuon Culbertson 

7 8 9 10 11 12 
! 

M.S,W.C.R.C M.S.W,C R,C. Hudson's Bay Co. Hudson '5 811Y Co. M,S.WCJtC. M.S. W,C.R.c. mhimldDow"" I Art:hibaldOowney 
&hool Lan~ Larance John Shaw Larnnce John Shaw 1891 

JamcstJqyd .& FrancisHmry {ooe'rrl} 1881 (l'>(I('fn) ISIU Oarcrn:eRoy<.ien Clarence Royden (H) 1888 Wm,Roy&M,J. School Landi Wm. Roy &. M.). (MiIlUU')' H) 1886 1891 
Margaret Joon Moore Dow"" Wm.1. TIngey 1llUT)' Earle fletcher Do""" DoW"", Louis c¢;:il J)Qwney CulbertSOn Wm. Roy & M. J. Cul~ruon Irvine Sk-elton e! n! AII,",">Oi' Do7 

Culbertson 

ManhcwHum I (Military H) 1881 George Ae'lct\er Sr. George Fletchtr Jr. Ames HunllHi 18&6 M.S.W,C,R.C. M.S.W,C,R.C. John Elston (H) HI86 JeuieG.Taylot, M·S.W.CR,C. M.S.W.c'R.C. M.S.W,C,R.C. M,S.W.CR.C, 

MabelJ. Picten. fMillcary H) 1886 Earle Flelcher Earle Fletcher IH} 1886 William George Leighton Kenneth Leighton Kenneth {);mid Vietor .hckson Leighton Kenneth Irvine D. Skel(oo el al wmc:'r' .lulice E. Woodland &: 
Earle Fleteher S4u!eAeteMr Crepeele Dow"", Dow"", (lil18S6 Dow"" 

Joan.oeM. Arm$~g irvine Da .. id Skelton 

6 5 4 3 2 1 

M.S}C.R.C. 
ManhcwHunt 

(Military H) 1881 
Owrge Aetchet Sr. Gc:o~FletcherJr. 

Jamc$ Hunt {Sale) M.S.W,c'R.C. 
M.S. W.CJtc, I 101m EI>,oo (H) 18'13 JcsskG, Ta)'lot, 

(Military H) 1886 
M,S.W.C.R.C. M.S,W.C.R.C. (Sale) 1886 ISS. Loretta Eil«n Shaw 

Leighton Kenru:th C. S, Kirl;up 1891 Irvine David & M.S.W.C.R.C. Wm.Roy&M.1. MabelJ.Piden, 
Earle F1etehtr 

Ronald Harvey White Earl Fletcher Eru1e Fle!(h¢r WiJliamGeorge &. MarilynBheI DoW"", Ethel SL Claire Brenda JQafl S~lton Irvine D. Skelton et at 
{CUlb<ruon kwiceE. W()QI:jland& C~pede Iml<r Ske!l¢n lol.nneM, Anmtrong 

23 



TOWNSHIP! RANGl: 27 
Sf£T10N 1 
NWV4 
Robert St;oH 1902 
Hector Sched 190} 
Robert Seh«:! 1906 
IN,t &: lo:m Ca. 1941 
but M. loocs 1951 
Dale Ballanlyne 

NcV.J 
CP"R.I90S 
Roben Scheel 1(1) 
H. H. Sdu;d 1941 
A. G. [)o-.vney 1951 

SEV.t 
Hera} Wolfe 1906 
w. J. Irving 19101 
A. T. McNeil 1910 
H H. Scheel 1925 
A. G. Ouwney 1951 

SWV.t 
Robo::rt&DU 1902 
~lect(lf Scheel 190] 
R(>Ocrt Schec! 1906 
Tru~l & Loan Co. 1941 
Earl M. Jooes 1951 
Dale B31lJnlyne 

SECTION 2 
f.<'WVo1 

NEV.J 
Ewald Scheel 1926 
Bert BambridgC' 1951 
MOrri5 Bambridge 1954 

SWV.t 
Marthew D. F1ek:her (H) 1.895 
Mr!>. M. flelcher 1944 
David and Ethel SkdWn 1956 

SEV4 
EWilld Scheel 1926 
Bert Ba-mOOdsc 1951 
MOm\ Bambridge- 1954 
Roben and EhUlbclh A!kin~ 

SECTION 3 
NWl-{l 
Rclx:rt Gttx-nky k 11!99 
Conkde..uwn life As:.. Ca. 1937 
funk 1. LImg 1946 

NEV4 
Mr<.. Mary Downey IEIM 
Roben Greenley k 1!l99 
Mary Downey 1905 
Roben Greenley 19Q6 
Confederation Life A~s. OJ" 1937 
mID; J. t..mg 1946 

SWV4 
Manhcw D. rlcldlf.:f 1899 

MI"';. :\1. F1e~hcr 1944 
Mr!>. Myrtle Barker 1956 

SEV4 
JohnA.Greenleyl898 
Rob!:rt G~el'lley 1906 
Confederation Life Ass. Co-, 1937 
Frank J. ung 1946 

SECTION 4 
NW~~-I 

Mrs. Genrude Reicher 19'56 

f'..-'EV-I 
Mauhew L. Hunl 1944 

SWV.j: 
Mrs. Gertrude Retcher 1956 

5EV4 
Matthew L. Hunl !944 

SECTION 5 
NWY, 
Roben HarIlll:r 1898 
Oaj10nAililtyl9'35 
Dorothy A~h!ey 1938 
f'cople:; $.11.\<: Bank 1944 

NEV4 
Roben Harmer 1898 
Claj10n A~hley 1935 
(}(lrolhy Ashley 1938 
Ptople~ Siale Bar.}; 1944 

SWV4 
.tune, E. Cowden 1898 
Mr;.. J. E. Cowden 1906 
George R. \Vhi:e 1908 

5£1/4 
Henry fede 1891 
George Fle!cher 1893 
Mrs. Genrude Retcher t952 

SECTION 6 
NWl4 ~ 
Matthew Hun! Est, 1903 
.hmes G. Clubb 1949 

NEV4 
Manhew Flelche: 1895 
Mrs.. G. Retcher IS98 
TI-..omas Bonna 1908 
A. M. Lyl-c 1924 
George'Y.'hile 1928 
1. Harkru:~~ Esl. 1929' 
Waller Charle~ 1932 
Mrs.. 1. Harkness 1938 
.lamc:s E. Stephen~ 1948 

SWV4 
Matth.ew Hun! Esl. 190J 
J.11r.es G. Clubb 1949 

SEW 
Ma:thew Fletcher IS95 
Mrs, G. Retcher IS98 
Thomas Bonner 1903 
A. M. Lyle 1924 
George While 1928 
]. Harkness Est. 1929 
Walter Charles 1931 

Mn. J. Hark.rn:-'.~ 1933 
l:Ull<> E. S;ephen~ 1948 

";£V-I 
R,R.Cran'!lXII89!3 
W:llwn k G. Cra."lston 1901 
W,Uiam Heal." 1905 
Jo!.-tphBonner 1916 

SWV4 
Thomas Fletcher 1898 
AJe;l; Par~ 191·1 
Haney While 1927 
M::lrriloba Farm Loan~ 19)8: 
Robel1 Wl!1iam Moore 196-) 

SEV4 
Wilham A O. Cr;m~:on 1898 
Wilham Heath 1905 
Jo\(:ph Bonoer 1926 

SECTION g 
NWV4 
):l.Inei Tingey 1901 

SWV4 
James Tingey 1901 

SEV4 
a. S. MUrr::Ij' 1901 
Jo~ph Wihoo 1910 
"''''raA Umg 1919 
Phillip Guay 1921 
11 Greenley 1925 
EverenGfI!l':nlay 19S!3 

SECTION 9 
NWV4 
Rober! Greenley 1898 
frank Coulter 18:99 
Gerald Couiler 1921 
Henry Downey 1945 
Mrs. Mabel Downey 1956 

M. L HuRl ((rae,) 1944 

SWY4 
Thomas 1. Tamblj'n ]901 
Tnm&Lo.:tnCD.1933 
HenryD<;w nl1M6 

5E1I4 
Thomas 1. Tamblyn 1'Xl1 
TMI & loan Co. 193J 
Henry Downey 19.16 

SECTION 10 
NWVJ 
()s.earRik)'J895 
Henry [}(Iwney 1909 

SEV4 
Mrs. Mary ('ouller 1898 
Wm" James Downey (H) 1899 
Albert Gorooo Downq 1944 

SECTION 11 
NVlt'4 
Wm, 1J.mes Downey 1907 
A. Sutherland 1920 
Wm, James D<AAney 1922 
1. J. Greenley 1923 
Le5lic Barker 1930 
Province of M:lnitoba 1933 
Leslie Barker (jea!oCd) 1937 
A. CL Downey (S~'2) 1941 
Thomas Barbour iNl'2} 19M; 

AQom" Do"onin, 1941 

SWVJ 
Thoma~ Reicher 1906 
Richard St~ 1901 
Thomas Fletcher 1915 
uslx; Ban:cr 1927 
Th.(lf11J.s Fletcher 1940 
Margarel Bll.m'!11 and Fiornncc Downing 1941 
Thomas Fletcher 1944 
Winston H. McArthur 1947 
AHx:l'1 Gordon Downey 1962 

NEV4 
.whnA. Wcstoverl901 
T. D. Siurseon 1903 
H. W. SnYder 1906 
Herman Scheel 1923 
1. L Siurgeon 1940 
T. D. 5rurgron £,t. 1944 
M. A. B:unbridge t948 

SEV4 
Den Albern 1904 
E. P. Rock 1911 
Mdnto~h and Cl1thm 1914 
w.1. Cassin 1915 
Mdnlyre andCl1lhro 1921 
Mutual Life AH. Co, 1924 
Ivan Sch!immcr 1927 
MU!U!l1 Life Au. Co. 19..\-1 
Den Barnbridge 1942 
M. A. Barnbodge 1952 
MiWm:e A, Bamoodse (5[12; 
Arthur Helgerson (Nl'2; 

5WY4 
R~n Scotl 1901 
JamcsGteenley 1903 
George Cane}' 1913 
Ono Schlimmcr 1928 
Rooortl1nd Eht.alx:th Atkins 1953 

SEY4 
W. R. Brock 1895 
London & Canada Loan Co. 11197 
Rooort SGOl;I and John Renwick 1898 

SEct10N IS 
NWy~ 

Arehibald MeKmnoo 1898 
D. 1 McKinnon 193& 

NEV4 
R" J. C. Alkinwn 1901 
.l::lmcs W Brown 1951 

SWV4 
J¢!.tph ~ar Rilty IS98 
Henry Downey 1m 
Gwrgt A. Downey 1913 
Henry Downey 1916 
Malx:l Co Downey 1922 
Henry Downey 1926 

SEV4 
Pt:terG. MCEv.-cnIS92 
C.P.R. 1895 
Robert El~lon 1898 
R, J. C. Atkinson 1907 
Jame~ W. Brown 195 ( 

SECTION 16 
NWV4 
Mrs. Dunc:rn Day 1895 
Duncan Day 1'>11 
R. A. Md..arcn 1911) 
llO'ldf)3j' 1947 
Frederick D. Hell i9SO 

NEN 
Mrs. Duncan Day 1895 
hmes A. Westover !H) 18% 

SWV4 
Wm, ft.lnds Cooltu {to 1596 
Fnmk Coulter 1912 
Mrs. C. Coulter 19t4 

SEV4 
Mrs, Fr;;r.ns CoulltT 1929 
Lome Cou!ter 1950 

SECTION 17 
NWlIo1 
Richard Storey 1901 
MiH S. Siorey 1926 
William 1. Fle!.;:hcr 1928 
Mrs.. Ada Flelcher 19-44 
Robert Moore 19018 

NEV4 
Duncan Day 1898 
Cceil Day [926 
Uoyd Day 19!it 
Etm~ Alm:l Day 1958 
Roben W. Moore 1967 

SWV4 
Wancr Flelchu 1901 

SEV4 
A. D. Flelchu 1898 
R, 1. Tinge), 1944 
Laura Ch:mdler and Olh'e Tmgey 1'150 
Robe:rt Tlogey 1951 
RIchard 1lmI':s Tingery 1961 

SECT1o.~ 18 
NWY4 
Thomasl:telcher 1914 
Riehard A. Retcher 1'141 

NEV4 
Richard Store} J899 
Waller Fl~lchu 1906 
Thoma~ Fletcher 1907 
George w. Fletcher 1939 

SWV-I 
Richard A Flelcher 1941 

SEV-I 
Wal!crFtelcnerl897 

SECTiON 19 
NWV4 
Richard Slort:y l898-
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Marl:. Wren 190) NWI\! S. J. Neslibo II.fId W. G. f'o<,o,'nc 1951 [}.wid Elliot 1906 SEV" 
SEI\! R. H. Rehill 1905 william Reddaway IS97 William Groves Pownc '? Etl\el and Ella Elliot 1944 1. r. unoox 1899 
Robert John Cromwell Alkill~ (Hi 1901 Andttw Myles 1911 Mn. M.uy ReddaW1lY tS98 

SWY4 Anhllf ~sley Mallo 1941 Frank Oliver 1906 
A. M. Living.uone 1903 1 A, HvnihJm 1916 Mts. WdlWn Rcddaway 1901 

Stnh MeBean 1892 A!fred G¢uld {(rae.) 19G4 J. A. MdJonald 1920 Wilham Bwncn 1918 
SECTION 26 

Alfred Gould and W. Raidaway 1905 Joseph Yair ie~c of fh1erJ 1919 .lwes M« iH~ 18-96 SECTION 12 
CllffBtlf 1931 ,..-WV4 J'I<'WV4 

William Burnett (fr.ac.) 1918 ~I« C. McDon.ll!~ 1942 A. E, And~ (welt of rim-. 1941 SEV4 David FJha !rt) 1882 To .. .-n~i!e or Souris 1893 
CedI W. Burntn \f1'ilC.) 1947 Arthur Wesley M.llo (CUI of riverl 1956 w. D. McBean t909 Ed'ld i&Od En. ElikH 1941 Robe" Brown 1900 HoW'l.frlMinnie {frac.' I%! NEv4 SleU~ Mallo lust of rivcr) William M. Mee 1930 Robert Brown Est. 1909 

Riclwd &:hill 1900 NEV4 W. O. McBWI 19Ji NE", William Wllr.on 19J6 
SECTION J Mart.. Wren 1903 01.11. W. Neumann 192:5 Davw Elliot 15V2J IWI Roben Aru!eoon 1925 
NWI\! 

fl., H. Rehilll905 
Henry Neumann 1951 SECTION 11 Ftant:isCoul!er(fr.tC.)t911 Gctnie Yeo t934 

William 1.1cms 1899 Andrew Myltl 1911 Ruth Evelyn Neull'W'In NWV4 Walter Thomis !NV.H 1911 Myrtle Yeo 1931 
le!lisBros.l944 ). A. Hamihon 1916 (;eo(ge Maulsonl902 .lames Couller I pan S~) 1938 My"le McRK 1941 

1 A. McDonald 1920 SWI\! frt'd Hu~band 1903 cnvw SliO! tpan S;.111938 
NEI\! Cliff Bell 1931 Ak;>; Smi!.h 1899 W. L. SandOOff 1909 WalterTholfUs (NY.!l 1938 NEv' 
William Hawkins. 1894- Waller C, McDonald 1942 ROOeri<:k 1 McRae (HI 1901 W. G. Sandh¢ff 1916 ~l and Ella EIJiOl (p.art S~11941 ThomlU Davie~ 1898 
Joel Lahhley 1902 SWl/4 

W, I. Brown 1906 Toronlo General TruS-l 1921 William Blioo (NV211944 Robert G. Foresler 1928 
Wm, Burnett 1905 

N, R. Pftsl(1n 1903 
I. W. Bmok 19t4 Thomas Cook 1917 A. G. and H. Downey ieas! of roadll!}44 W. T. 03\'CY 1932 

Earl E. Bumw 1927 Iohn M;:Bea.n 1905 
Arnold t, Downey 1947 TorontoGtnenl Tnml931 Wesley Mallo. A_ G. llJId H. Do ..... ney. William Etlion Frank A. Oliver 1944 

John B. Elliot 1942 T. H. Shawr 1912 SEV4 ' ... 7 SWV4 Mary and M2!guc( Ellloi 1943 
A. H. Whcher 1914 H. Thompwn {~~ nf rivet} 1910 

NEW We~lcy Mallo, Ale;>; Dowm:y, Wifllam Ellio!t 19St 
TownsilC of Swns 1893 Miss Margaret EmO!' HiSS Wth McBean 1m We$!ey MillO'. F G. Cf1Ullet. William Elliott 195) 

C'lta.rles Maltman 1945 Moses S. SliMlY (~I oftiveri 1911 McBean Bro~. IW2 Wesley Malin. A. W. MaUe, Willi&m Elliott 1961 Robert Brown 1900 
SWV4 

SEV4 
Wrn. J. Jellis (west ofriverll924 H. M. McBean 1908 A. W. MaJlc, lames A, M&!lo. William ElliOt'! 1964 Robert Brown E$(. 1909 

Ala Miller 1892 
Mart. Wn::nllXlO 

Edg.v Thompson (Catl of river) 1944 s.nh Mcikan i918 A. W. Mallo • .Iam¢1 A. M3:llo. Alkt l C&leman 1%8 Wil1ilm Wilson 1916 
Kenneth Millet 1938 

OJvid Gray 1902 
Jel/is Bros. {west of rivet) 1944 A. 0, M<:Bean 1926 Jamc~ Arthur Malle and Willitm Ewart Milito '! Robert Anderson 1925 

George Yeu 1934 
SE .. At(red Gould 1907 BOOn W, Renwick 1951 

SW'V4 Myt1le Yen 1931 
Anthony MOOI"$ JIi-9-2 Cameron and Duncan 1908 SEmON f3 SWV4 FfancisCoulter (Sale pari) IS8-8 Myrtle McRae 1941 
C.P.R. 1891 lames Duncan 1917 NWV4 FrW HIB'hand 1901 David Elliot {partll91 I 
WiIlia."U Bornen 1898 FmiKum 1947 Frank Oliver 1902 W. L. Saru1hof! 1909 Gerald Coulter (pam 1937 SSVJ 
Cecil W. Burnet! 1949 Robt'tt Olivct 1941 W. M. Ssndhoff 191) David Eli£:,( {part} 1937 Townsite of Souris 1893 

SECTION 9 Carl Nielson 19S1 W. G. Sandhoff 1916 EtheJ.andE.lbElliol(P1iIt) t941 Rnben Brown 1900 
SEmON 4 NWV4 Toronlo (kntnll Tru.it 1931 Ale" Downey i'1-t4 Robert Brown Est. 1909 
NWV4 J. Lawry 189$ NEv4 

Thomas Coo\; t927 A. Wedey Muk! (plift; IlN7 William Wilson 19[6 
Ft8 Huder 1897 Fn:d¢rick A. Husband 1m G. W. Atthibald 1901 

Torenlo QencD! 'ltmt i931 1. G. Couher, A. W. Mallo 19S3 Robert Andeoon 1925 
W. R. Co!.grove 1912 Marl:. Wn:IlI902 Robert Johl'l.$tOfl 1908 

Arthur Wesley Mallo 1961 George Yro 19J4 
Fred CQsgrove 1944 James Mee 1905 Rodt'rld: 1. McRae 1914 SEV4 Myrtle Yeo i917 

Anthony Gordon 1919 Satah McBean 1899 
Arthur Wts!ey Mallo. Ames A, Malia 1%5 

Myrtle MtRat 1941 Wilfred &:id CotgrrJ'o'C 19.5) 
NEV' Roderid:: J. McRsc 1922 McB«n Bros. 1902 

Rn'\oCS. A, Mallo (partt William E~ Mallo (partl: 

NEV, MO$t's S. Slwuy 1901 Mr!.. Cllhc:rine McRae 1944 H. M. McScan \908 SEN SECTION 27 W. 1 Jellis IS91 James Me-e 1899 J.'>orald R. McRae IlNi »tah McBun 1918 mocil Coulter fH S1--2) 1888 NWY4 
London and Canada Lean Co. 1894 SWY4 

Mr!.. SoIYCig Gibson 1963 A. Q McBwll926 W. F. Thomas jN1--2) 1891 r. B. Gerry 1891 W. l lellis 1904 
FrsnciJ W. Hankn 1899 

Soh'cig Gi~ 1961 EJdon W. R(nwtd. 19S1 Alfred Gould {Nt.1] 1898 A, D. Thompson 1901 Jcllis Bro~. 1944 
W. R. Cosgrove 1912 SWI\! David Elliot (Nv.!l 1901 Mary Alrt'IA M..caUum 1941 AlIanT. Jellis 1951 
fred Cosgrov~ 1944 Roderick I. McR~ t90S SECTION 13 E. M. Bowden tNV2) iW! Mit. Nellie EIliOi 1944 

SWV4 Wilfml R. Cosvuve 1953 Anthony Gordon 1919 NWV4 D;avidEUiOl. Fraru;isCoo!cet. Mn., R, Gould 1910 Donald U\IoTI:n<'c BaU.a.ntyne ? 
Ja.'n¢S Fra.ser (HI 1895 Rodui<k.l MeRae 1922 Joseph Downie 1894 Mf'$, Rachel Gould. frank Cooher 19-:22 

A, E. Cameron 1901 SEV4 Mn, C~ril'lt McRae 1944 .b.me~ A" Hyde 1915 M~. Rache! Gould, Junc$ Coulter. Gerald Coulter NEV' 

Mn. Ada v,.'hildaw 1940 Frederick A. Thompson 1901 Donald R. McRae 1948 Mrs. I, 1. Hyde 1921 1931 T. B. Gerry 1892 

A, E. Cameron Est. 1944 W, J. )tlHs 1904 Mrs. SolveigQibson 1963 Mrs. M. f. Hyde and Mn. H. Downey t921 Mrs. Rachel Gould. Ht'nry and A. G. Do .... 7IC)". Alc;>; Mn, William HeJth 1903 

Mrs. Ada Whitelaw 1954 Jdlis 1:11'01. 1944 Solveig Gih!.oo 1967 Mn, H. 8. Downey 19B Down<y , ... Mf'$. E. Heath 1906 

Albat E. Cameron 1962 Atthur Ielltsl951 Nonnan G¢uld, Henry and A. G. Downey and Alex Mrs. E. Heath En. 1914 
SE'" NEI\! Downey 1950 William Htath 1916 

SEV4 SECTION 10 Roben Snhns;on 1908 .IosepbDowrue 1894 NOI"nUil Gould and AkJ; Downey 19S1 Clare Heath 1926 
J!';IIl~ Bros. t944 NWV4 Roderick 1 McRae 1914 James A. Hyde 1915 Nonnan Goold and F. G. Cooile'r 1953 Ber1 and Ev~tt Moore 1941 

R. J. C. AtkiMOn 1916 C,P.R.1915 Mrs. M. J. Hyde: 19I1 N!lrt't\UI Goold and A. Wesley Mallo 1961 EVCtttl Moore 1943 

SEmON 5 Is.abella E. Atkinron 1958 Jolm W. McRae 1939- Mrs, M. 1 Hyde and MM.. H. Downey 1922 Nomun Could and James A. Mallo 1965 I);urel A. Enger 1964 

NWI\! J.tmcs and Calisu Brown 1962 E. J. KonlZic 1946 Mn.. H. D. Downey 1933 
SWV4 Miss leannie Brown 1944 Samuel Mt:MulI:r 1899 NEV4 SeCTION 23 Alfn'ldG¢u1d tSlleS~ of LS.D.·s) 1888 

Mrs.. W, Rennie 1903 R. J, C. Atkinson 1916 SEmON 14 SWV4 NWV4 David Ellice: 1901 
C'twttsMalll'l'Wll94S wbc!la E. Atkinwn 1955 NWV4 WlUilm M. Sherriff 1893 Roderick J. McRae 1899 WilIivn A. Elltoo: 1922 
NEV4 .hmes. and Calista Brown 1962- lunc-s Henry Bride Ihle) 1886 

H. D, Kennedy 1904 R. E, Mooc-e I90S Alke James Coleman 1%8 
Witli&m Hwh 1!93 Alfred GotI!d 1899 Will. Re6daway 1906 Ben Moore 1944 

SEY4 
C.P.R. 1895 SWI\! 

Mts. Rxhel Gould 1927 
AI-HIt RMdlWllV IQ!f.. R. E..-m-rt MOOf'I! 1948 

~M.Thomaslli()4 W. J, Jem~ (pat\1 1916 !!my F. Champioo '96) 11lonu.sCaMul898-
John Elliot (partl1916 Nomwt Amos Owl<! 19~1 HollandCmada Mort. Co. 1924 William Ellion 1944 

David Gray 1&99 ~ Albefl Downey 1964 .Iohn Sharp 1928 NEV4 AJke lane Coleman 1%8 
Alfred Gou141901 Charles Elliot iparH 1943 Ridwd w H&nMh Jol'lt~ 1967 RodmdJ. MeRae 1899 James. Arthur Mallo? 
Cameroo and Duncan i900 Jellis Bros. {part} 1944 Nfl\! 

SEI\! R.E.Moon::JW5 
lames I>uncllD 1917 SEV4 navidSmilhl\Ol 

William M. Sherriff 1893 8m Moon:: 1944 
Fred Kuru: 1947 Chatles S. Elliot 1943 Gwrgc P. Robb 1904 

H. D. Kennedy 1904 R. Eve-tt'rt Moore 1948 SECnON23 
Fr1nI:.OIive-r 1921 HatTY F. Ownplon 1963 NWV4 

SWV4 Robe" Olivtt 1941 
Wm. ReddilWlY 19CW:1 AmosSnydcfful.1913 

A. E. Ca.mtrOf:I 1898 SECTlON II 
Carl Niclwn 1951 Alvin ReddaWJ)' 1916 SWV4 John W. Snyder 1916 

Mrs. Ada Whitelaw 19W NWV. HoUud C~ Moo. Co. 1924 Same:nNVl Mrs., Bertha Snyd« 1954 
Alfred Gould 1901 SWY4 JohnSh.arp 1928 

SEI\! Merrill A. Shields 19tO Rmes Henry Bride: (Sale) 1886 Richard and H&nu.ah Sones 1%1 SEV4 NEl/4 
A. E. Cameron 1898 W.I. Melvin 1914 Alfn:dGoutd 1899 Alp. SmiUl 1898 Trust &. Laan Co. 1895 
Mn, Ada Whitelaw 1940 Alfn:d Gould 1919 Mrs.. kachel Gould 1927 SECTION 19 Carles Lawley 1900 A. D. Thomp$OA IIX)I 
Albert E., Dallu E .. Murray M" Donald O. and School1.and 1931 Norman Amot G¢uld 19S,1 Al.l. David Smith 190t Mrs, Myrtle OenniSOD 1941 

Douglas P. Cameron Howard Miller 192!1 Geo'l< AI ..... Down<y , .... Robc:ttV&neelm (ko,g< ~ Rob. '904 ~d~Ball.tntyne'J 
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SWV4 SEl"1l0N 30 Go;dfl!\ H Robenv-n 194"1 SECTION 33 SWN TIwmu Davey 1905 
Am~ Sn)def bl 1913 NWV4 E~eretl Uo;d Rokn~n 1961) f'.!"W1/4 rt H. RUlTlmlllS92 Robert G, rore~l(T [928 
John W, Snyder 1916 McBc.:vl Brm, H19! W. t\ermelli Balley 1%1 Jo:..:ph Barren '!l98 Al(mj RumbJ.[! 1897 W.T Daycy J932 
Mf\, lknha Snydcr 1954 UnXln Bank IS!}S 

SWY.! WIlliam R. Bl1XkHltl~n 1906 M~ E. A. Rumball 1903 Fr:ml: A. Oliver 1944 

SH''; .bme\ ln~mm 1897 Wm, AJe1.;J.rekr R\lbmwn 1892 Wllfm:l L Skell()n 1946 Alfred Rumbaill906 

TI1.I''1 &. tr.;m Co 18.95 lboma~ D;w;~\ t9<XI 1 C Bm:ll906 NEv4 
A, D. Thompwn 1910 

Pa.·id L DaHt~ 1949 Nellie ElliQtt 194! 
A, O. Thompwn 1901 W.H. BirrlJ9l-6 Th(\ma~ WOOdcock 1901 Donald Wwttlite B"llanlyne -: 
MI' Myrt[c (Xnn'lIOn 1941 NEV4 C. C. Bird 1918 Edgar 0, Thom~on 1911 
Donald l..a: .. -rence B:dbnt)oc .. Jolin Sou!.hcombe t891 H. V. B,rd 1920 SoldJcrs ScUltmcnl 1930 SEI/.! 

Jolin Brown 18n W H, Bird 1942 Chr(erd J Snyder 1932 Edna Healh IS91 SECTION 36-
Mn. M. A, Brown 1894 CanOldl; Life A~\ Ct). 1926 

SWI/4 
Wilham Heath 1906 NWV' PetetH. $1C'ml:JH.1929 Clare Hcalh 1926 T, B. Gcrry 1891 SWV4 Caruda Lift: A~~ Co 1934 E IVrtney r;". 190, E\~relf and Ben Moot!! 1941 

Mdkan Bru~. 1891 Gordon H RclK:ns.on 1944 Chuks Furtnc}' 19Q.l. Edna He4,h t&97 

Unioo Bar.l 1895 A. D. Thomp'Ol'l 1905 E"t:nm Moore 1943 T B < Gerry Est. 18gB 
SECTION 19 ,b.meJ; lng:tam 1897 SEI/4 ClJffard J Sn)'dcr 1929 

Darrel Arling Engel 1%6 WiUiam Heath 1&99 
!';"\\'y.t 

lboma~ Da~'ie~ 1900 Wrn, A!e\anda Robul.'>on 1892 A 0-. ThomfXon 1933 George Yeo 1905 
Ardj'hJld Wood aM rrultlU~ GIHc"pk Kdh l<;«) [}:nid L Da~'ie~ 19-19 W. Ii Bird 1906 A, M. Thompwn 1941 eM! Juhu~ Burtl\oldu 1912 
Haldon SI\!.On 1910 Canada L,fe A~\ Co, 1926 SECTION 35 Alomo Robwn 1925 
Wdl,am Wood~ 19)8 SEV4 ?tlcr H, S:ell'\l:!'\\ 1919 SE~'4 NWv.t Carl Juliu\ Burkholder 1927 
E.lwood Thomas Weston 1946 John Soolhcombe 1891 CJ.n:ad:l Life A&t. Co, 1934 J. W, BIECord 1901 George A, CO\ t891 LJ.w Union & Rock 1M. CO, 1938 
W. H, Sits.on 1951 John Brown 1892 Gordon H. Roben'>On 194-4 Mr.. Anna W!!wo 1946 W, H. SIr.l!!oo 1905 Alomo W, ROMon 1944-
Elv.uod Thorn"" We\ttln 1961 M~. M A, Brown i8~ Cllfford j Sllyder 1953 lbomn Louch 1906 May R¢bson 1%1 
W,U1Mn T:i.)lOf Woo.;11%S Cad J\,I11I.; Bllrkholder 1911 

NEV-1 W,lbr:n ii, Shwa (%6 SECTION 31 La"' Uaian & Rock In'S. Co. 1938-
Elwood Th<Jma~ WeMon I%S NW\r'.t RichilIQ B, Moore 1944 John Rab~n 19(12 

Wm Abandcr RabillWfi 1892 SECTION 3.t HM!)' C. C~ampttin 1947 Carl Julius Burkholder 1903 
Nf.V-1 SECTION 32 L\w Union & Rocke bu. Co. 1938 
kii',a W. Snyder (90.) 1. C. Bird )006 

NWV4 
NWy4 NEV': Alonto W. ReMon 1944 

W H. Bird 1916 H, H, RumballlS'n Mf'> Bertha Snyder 1954 
C, C Bird 1918 Wilham Fcr~·Jsoo. 1892 Alfrerl RumballlS97 

(i.w!,ge A, CO\ 1891 May Robson 1%1 

SWv4 H, V. Bmj 1920 Chark$ Ru\sdl FunllC) fftJ 1892 Mn £. A, Rumba!! IlXl3 
George Robwn 1905 

$WV4 
Arehib3ld Wood a."'Ki Thomas Gllksplt' Kdl, 10;0:) W H. nird 1922 MlbelPe:men.,rtne) 1962 Alf.red RumoJII 1900 

Harry F. Champion 1959 
A. C. Rumb31! 1&93 

Ha!dan SmofJ }91O Can.l'da life An. Co. 1926 NEY.: A,. D, Thompwn 19m swv.: h>h1l Robson (H) 1895 
Withal'll Woods 1938 Peter H. SiCln(n~ 1929 William Ft:ffll.mm cHI 1882 Ntllie ElhoH ~94 ~ George A. CO;\; 1891 Mn. John RobM>n 1904 
EJ.,;,'OOd TOOma! We~lC-1l 1940- Canada LIft A;$. CO, 19)4 Edward furtney 1901 f.knutd Lawrence BaHantyne '} W. H. Srrlllton 190!) AtOfllO W. Robwn 1946 
W. H, Si~1.Qfl 1951 QQrdon H. Robertson 1944 OarJesNrtncyl903 NEv4 

Thomas Loueh 1906 MilY Rob~on 1%1 
EI'Ilr'OOJ Thoou .. Wc~ton 1%1 

NB'4 Mabel Ptme f\lrttu:) 1961 Edn.':l He.1th 1897 
CMI Julius Bunrnoldec 191) 

SEV4 Wlmam T3.)IOf Wood 19M L:lw lin Ion & Rock 1M. CO, 1939 
Wdben R S!~S4ln 1966 Wm_ A!euffikr Robin>oo 1&92 $WV4 William Heath 1906 Richard B. Moore 1944 George Yeo Hil 18% 
a .... ood Thoma~ Wes10n 1%8 W. Ii, Bm! 19<:6 Mn.. Benha Sn)cn 19~ Clare Heath 1926 HilI'T)- C. Champion 1941 Thomas. Davey 1917 

CaIUda lAc A~! CO. \926 EH:n:tI aM Ben Moore 1'141 0, 1 Kvarvel 1t>2S 
SEV4 Ptler H. SIemens 1929 SEV4 E'erct! MOOft' 1943 SEY.; W. T 0a¥C)' 1937 
il-roma, \\hIOfi !fr-ac.1193! Canada Life Au, Co-, 1<}3.t M«. Ikrtha Sn)dcr 1954 Dam::! Arling Enger 1966- Getx.flC A, COX 1891 Arni-ew Nelson 1944 
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Township 3, Range 27 

~ -'" Ro~" M"b~!~, l~ H(lrteme kine George Irwin 
Archibald M. ArdllbaldM 

M.S.W.C.KC. M.S. W.e.R.C. AnmtrQng (HI 1839 M.S.W.C.RX M,S.W.C.R£. Campbell fH) 1891 

Y 
MSWCRC Graham (Hi lSIP ~~ 1':11ry Day Sml~{H) 

Armstrong {I"" 1891 1 ~ 1886 Marjorie Irene Mawn Marjorie lren¢ Mason D:!vidGerald Cfan;nce Harry Nonal Clarence HarryNIl:It:1I Mer.int.>ouglas. Mtf"lmDul'X'l>n Chff W Reddaway Cliff W Rl.'!ddaway 

~,077,' "~1' Gillande( Cedric-E. Nichols Snyder Sl'lydel' al (}Wno. '!h elm 

I 
31 32 33 L ...... 34 3S 36 

~'"A~~r;-...?'"''' ,~ ~,MS we R C ;L t, fk"'" Srnlm 
M.S WeRe 

j~tn" McConn'" 
Ptttri!;k M\:Col'mel! t" owb"" (S~,) "88 

MS.W.CR.C. Goeden Wesley Ddl t::i~~ MSWCRC {Sale) 1886 (H) 1886 M.S. W.C.R.C. M,S, WX.R.C. Graham Wayne Rohert White 
Gary Inne~ Gilt:mder 

(EY2) (H) 1882 Annstrong (Hl 1882 Mervm IrJnean Muyin Duncan Cliff W. Reddal!.llY Cljff W Rl!dda",'1lY ames D. Gillarukt ,Wilham Henry 
G:l.ry tnnes GlIlandcr Magnoe Irr:ru: Mawn C.ednc E Nu:hols NODnoo R,m, CI""" HW)~ Snyder Snyder ,{pm, f;i:hIOW& M",,;, 

(WlI21 ) Mos!>eu(partJ 

i tlswU Dkkson 

'"' ~ 
R~h"dH(~ 'f M.S.W.C.R.C. 

Wm, H. SIf:rt!()n {H) 1lrneSSfUfgeotl(HI Thmna~ Oickwn M.S.W.C,R.C. 

1882 Frederick George School Lll1d~ School Llnds 188.2 Sturgeon (H) ISSl M.5,W.C.R.C M.S. W.CJCc. Hudson'5 Ba), Co Wm. James Tilbury olxrt John Kirkup (n 

Gwfgr: V. & C. C. 
SI(;1Uon (Hi HiS:! Thnl'TliU Uoyd Cecil Osborne NomunReml Norman Remi Robert John KialljJ Arnold E, Snyder (notTn) lRSl Richards<m(H; 188 (r:llM) &wl 

Depl3«lt 
Gotdoo Wesley Dodl F\lflcf"ion ?:lt1efSon Mos'i-ctt M~S(it 

Robert 101m Kkkllp 

R07n7 
Ro~rtl"'mKlr Wm.~sT!lhury 

(""'Cst) {CloUt) 

30 29 2S 27 26 e[ 25 
Wm. H. Strn110n fn,,;!erick George Schoo! Lands School Lands Wm. Roben Siurgeon 

lbomasDichon Hwiwo', Ba, Co. l/....",L, CO 
(Sale) 1888 $!Ut8eon [H) 1891 M,S.W.C.R.C M.S.W£.R.C. M,S.W.C.R.C. M.S,W.C.R.C 

George V. & C C 
$Irnllon (H) 1892 Thom3~ Uoyd Cccil (hborne iSil;!e) 1888 

NOrm.ln Remi Robert John KitkujJ Arnnld E. Snyder (not'rnlI8SII:-:I IIlOffM 188t wm'7 TiIb
"" 

Wm, Jame~ Tilbut) 
Dep!aedl Gordon WesJey Dell PaneNm ?merson Rem! Leon Mosset{ MO'iS(:!( A/d<' I/Old E. Sn,d" 

ceRn~4 ~ ~tO'ffonl(H) Hugh Jamie~on (Hi Wm. Robert Srurgeon M.S.W.C'.rLC. 1891 Frederick Waller 
M.S.W.CR.C M.S.W.C.R,C, ''''' €H) 1882 M,S.W.C.R.C. (Ac+tr Leon Wilbert Edwarrl F Dobbyn el 

M.S.W.C,R.C. obert JJ..<ne~ Tilbu:y 
Gifford (H) 1891 DonaJd It McCa.-lf;e1l Gordon Wesley Den Violet Letltla Cecil Dv.tlyne GotdollWeslt:yDell Gordon Wesley /Xli ~Stm,"," ~"'ds'm"",n ,I lOhnw"n2 {cas!} 

Wm. James TIlbury 
Panenon nUerwn John Wayne Snyder 

21 ~ ~2 (west) 

19 20 24 

1..a:u:e1o< Anmtrong "...;".s~: :.S.W.C.R:C. ~<O' Margaret GWj1her lHl 
1882 

M S.W.C.R.C M.S,W.C.R.C. (H NV2)lS85 Wm. Roben Sturgeon Edw.ud F. Dobbyn Edward F. Dobbyn M S we R C John \¥.lyne Sn)der Robert James Tilbury MMgarrt Gwyther 

Donald R. McCatillell Bird S1<I(¥ Rmns Lid Laru:elotAmulrong {H)18n:s~ Eliza Maria Den war Lenn Wlllaert 
{H} 1895 IH) 1882 

Larry White Wllh~:~~hJfd (eas!) (Sald 1886 

(Sp'c. SI'2) ,,'9 ~" LmyWbile Larry While John Wayne Sn)&:r Robert James Tl.Ibury 
R¢y Illne$ TI!bul"o' (~oU1h) 

(w¢'$l) 

~ I 

llrncsRansoo Skd!on 
Wm. Bolum fH EY2J ~ ",(;ilkm>, John P.WllII""" ,H, {HJ 1885 

I88SY M.S.W.C.R.C. M.S.W.C.R.C, Simon A. D. Bertrand rohn Edwin Scouten M.S.WX,R,C. M.S.W.C.R,C. 
Donald Richard , M.S.W.C.R.C. Clark Caldwell Tweed M.S, W.C.R,C, 

McCa .. mell ~mJ~;o~8~~pee· Ralph James Reddawy Ralph James (Sale) 189~ (Hl1887 Wayne Robert While 
Wayn~ Roben While 

(Sale} IS89 ISS) 
T~lTI!nc!; Iv.:m Storie Wm.};tmes·l1Ibury 

JotmG~·~ Reddaway Bre:nda ]r:il;nne Den O$(;ar Leon Wil!aerl W. V. McLure (pan! 

I 
m. RIChard Tilbury Wm. RIchard Tilbury 

''''''' ~er BuuS1IXk furms tId, 

17 16 15 14 13 18 
~ 

James PummeU (ti) fuhn Leighton Skelton M.S.W.C.R.C I 
Wm. R. Bell ($ale; 

Wm. R. Bdl (.~:~~~2 ~ C.P.R. 
M.S.W.C,R.C 

1887 (HI 1885 Ralph hme~ M.S.W,C.R.C. 1889 
M.S.W.CR.C M.S.WC,R,C, C.P.R. IreneVankemcue 

M.S.W.C,R.C. 
!uhn Gaylord Ronald Albert Retldaway Ros$ David Simpson W.l}T.e Roben While 

Waynr: Roben Whil~ Marinn E White Wayne R{)l;>¢rt White W}RklwdTiIb'" Wm. Riehm! Tilbury 
Pri~m 

Wm. Jame5 TIlbury 
Gil1:mder VlInbe~f;;e(¢ 

, 
Hlld!>Oft'b Bl'l)' Co. Hudson's Bay Co. 

Wm, TtU)ma~ ,,,I M.S.W.C'.R.C. (oot'fn) 1881 M.S.W.C.R.C M.5.W.C.R,C John {}Quid (H) 1884 School Lands Schoo! Lands John Holland 10hn Holland 
John Gaylord M.S.W.C.R.C. Albert V. 

(OOt'rn) 188! 
Waync Whi!e Rums. Norman & p, E. Alben V. Richard William Ronald Roy & Mumy (Military Hj I&86 (Military H) i886 

Ov,'llndyln K. 8amcs~ Alb¢rt V. B=kimnn ,HI I, 
GiIl;m&:r Vanbeseillere Vanbeu-laen:: LId. SimpYJn VlInbe~laer¢ F'!:rcy Broddntoll Tilbury Ed. Stewart Irene Priem lrenePriem 

7 8 9 10 11 12 

M.S.W,C,R'c Hm.hon\ Bay CQ. Hudwn'~ Sa)' Co, 
M.S.W,CR.C M.S.W.C.R.C Goorge Thomas GoO'''Th'~ School Lands School Lands M:tn Bottre!1 (H) 1882 

John Bottret! (Sale) 

Mr!>. CAthuine I MSWC.R.C. fnotTn) !8fll (/'\OtTn) 1881 Kenl't¢thWilliam Mn. F1oren~e 
Geuld 1891 Geuld 189! 

Richard William Ronald Roy & Murray Ronald Rery &. Murray IS89 
I Mrs. Myrtle Mum), Bud S1QC\( F.um~ lid. Kenneth William NOrm;.Jn& P. E. NO~~p!:,E.1 Ronald Roy & Mu..'Tay Armiuge Bailey 

Bailey S1aimhorpe 
Sjmp~n 

Tilbury Ed. Stewart Ed. Stewart FA.S!ewart 

I 

M.$.YlC.R.C. GrotSI': Leighton 
.\f,$,W.C.R.t 

John lAm¢ Campbell John Lome Campbell M.S, W.CR.C. William Funney mj M.S.W.C.R.C Alben v. M.S.WC.R,C, 
M. W. SellM 1891 ~. W. Selltit 1891 Kenneth William 

Kenneth William 
Skdwn (HI 1885 

1892 Albert V, Vanbe~laere 
(H) 1583 (Sale) 1899 

William Franklin 
M,S.W.C.R.C. 

Geotge Loonl Coolls G:orge Lounl Coutts Bailey Bailey AlbenV. Kenneth C. furtl1ey Vanbeselacrn Rkhlt~~~ 11'~;'m ",,"'lin 
William Fnnk.lin 

Dickinwn 
Bradley hme~ Olh'~r 

Vanbcsel:u:/'I! lith Dickinson Dkkins,oo 

6 5 4 3 2 1 

I MS,WCR.C,. I M S.w.C,R.C. 
Oc:Qrge Ldghton 

I 
~LcOCh(Salel Alfred Leach ($.lle) M,S.W.C.R.C. 

James Ingram {Salel lames logr:tm (H) Skelton (Silk) 1885 Wimam Rlrtney \Hi M.S.W.C.R.C ~t$.W.C.R.C. 
1881 ISS? 

Wilham Franklin M,S,W.C,R.C 
1-897 )890 Robert Gordon Badey i Robert Gordon Balley Alben V. l~:! AlbertV. Cliff,," W,"" l Gordon Omand Gordon Om:lIld Dickinson William Frartl:lin 

A!dwyn J. Shannon Aldwyn 1. Shanrn:m Vanbe\e!aere Kcnrn:th c. furtney \'artbc;$¢laere Snydt'r 
M~R3(; McRae Alfred.Ja.mcs Yeo Dkkinwn 

t"'\ 
lp;trl') 

I 
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TOWNSHIP] RANGE 21 NEV4 Mrs. W.Heath1':X» NEV4 Neil Mclure 1935 SEV4 
SECTION I Wm. Alcl.andCt Robin~on 1894 William He.1th 1912 E. P. F<:rgu~n ? M. A. Mclure 1936 I. T. Lennox 1892 
NWv, David Gitlandcrs 1906 Mrs, William HeM lis!' 1914 R. M. While 189] Mrs. Rxhe! McL~ 1960 Lloyd MtD<wg.t1l1914 
OwIcs.Cain IS93 Mrs. K. GiIlllrukn 1908 William Heath 191& Frederick George SU'3non 1898 Hamilton Provincial Loan Co. 1924 
C.P:R.1897 Dlvid GiIIllndm 1909 Reginald U. Pb¢1ll$ 1946 .bme~ RlJssell1902 SECTION 12 A. W. TIlbury (pm, 1926 
Charles Ciretl'l ,8:98 Mrs. Myrtle MUm1y 1951 DoIUJd ~nc¢ B.lllamYI1¢ 1962 Thomas Russelll9C& NWy4 Mrs. Emil)' TIlbury (part) 1948 
Frederick Carrington Gm:n 1899 

SWV4 
R. L SinkiMOll 1944 Robert M. Graham IS83 

James. G. Cheyne 1903 sEcnm~ 13 Ja.nx,~ Bruce Innes 1950 D. Lang la91 SECTION 26 
H. W. McRohms 1904 Wm. Arrmt.lge 1894 

NWV' William and lsobel Stlm:h !961 Samuel Graham lS9~ NWW 
George Yeo 1916 Donald W. Armitage 19S0 

1. A. Thompwn? R.M.~I9()4 hmc~ Rw.sell? 
Aileen hmes Yw 1938 Mrs. I. A. Hagman ipW1) 19SO 

John wiui;Un$ 1892 
SWV4 

W. H. Bird 1914 Charl~ Gla.n 1893 Thornn, Willum. At'!); Rennie 1892 
I'o"EV.J SE'" William C. McKinnell 1893 William and Alex Rennie 1895 C.l Bird 1918 John Ru,~11 1894 

Margaret Ann Kain 1894 T. E. Anmtrong 1895 Chute;. Groon 1901 hm<:~ RWl~1l 1899 Rob..!n M. Gra.ham 1925 .hmes T. McCallum 1898 

John Wilfred Kaln 19)1 Sih-anu'i Davie~ 1897 John WilliamS 191! ThorM, Ru'loCl! 1920 Inve\tmenl C~ of Canada 1928 F. E. Merrilt 1903 

Mrs. Mary Kain 1944 Rkhard F. Skelton 1900 Trust &. Loan Co. 1944 R. L. Sinkinwn I~ Norwich Unioo 1m. Co, 1929 Thomas Weston 1930 

Rot:w:rtVf.JyneOJivcrl946- Sylvanus D<lYie~ 1901 Kendrick H. Wi1liaJru 1949 Jame~ Bruer: Innes 1950 DonaM Simpson 1944 E. H, Wnlon 1951 
o:.vid Gilhmder 1926 Comdiw. Klas.!.en I%-S Wiltiam and 1!.Ob!!I Stun:h 1961 NEV4 NEV-t-

SWV4 
Alfred Rumball 1893- NEW 

SE'" 
Roben M. Graham 1883 Fred E. Merrin 1899 

C.P.R. tS95 SEC110N g A. M. Ca.-npbclll904 E. P. Ferguwn 1893 D. Lang 1891 Thoma~ We~ton 1930 

Owl~ Groon 1898 NWW C. n. O!U- !913- Charb Abbot 1898 SamuelOralwn Hi9:; E, H. WeSlon 1951 

Ftederick Canington Orten 1901 1. H, WIlloughby 1893 w. W. Olts 1914 Miu Aileen Abbot 1942 R. M. Gmtu.-on 1SQ4 
SWV4 

Ja.mes G, OIeyne 1903 WiUiam Willoughby 1925 C. O. P. Oils 1922 Mrs. Aileen Broz.tch 1943 W. H, Bird 1914 
.Ia.m!!$RuHe!l ': 

it W, Mc:Robarb 1904 A. J. Millar 1928 Jeuie C. Hope! 1933 Robert BankS 1945 C. J. Bini 1918 
Charles Glast; 1893 

G::Qrge Yeo 1916 Mr;. AgO¢s Siewan 1932 Mutl.rOe Hope 1945 Donald Simpwn 1960 Robert M. Gra.iam 1925 
Jo.'tn fh15!.e1l 1894 

la.mes Yeo 1938 Richard C. Skehan 1941 SWV4 
Inv~tment Corp. of Canada 1918 

C.l Bearn.m 190CJ Norwkh Union Ins. Co. 1929 
SEV4 NEY4 C. E. Hooper 1892 SEC110N 18 Donald Simpson 19-« Albert Hamil!on 1904 

John Kain 1897 Wm. D. Skelton 1&91 Mrs, (~bclla Louise Hooper 18.95 NWV4 SH4 
Frederick CarrinzlOO Green tS98 Ridw{/ C. Sk.dloo 1944 Dr. Hoover fut. 193& David Oliland¢rs 'pa.-i) 19-18 SWV4 

llmes Russell ? 
James O. Cheyne 1903 SWr4 

Mrr,,1:10rtO¢(:jooesl941 Mn. MargM¢! Wyan (rwnh or R.R.J 1943 Tho~ Bulloch 1903 
klhn RU1sdl11195 

H. W. McRobant; 1904 0, L.amont 1944 Oavi4GiIlanden &1. (wuth of R.R.) 1943 Isaac Merritt 1906 C.J Beaman 1900 
George Yeo 1916 

J. H. WiI:wghby 1893 Glen Gordon 1948 .bmes. GiUandcr1 (tMlth, 1946 Catherine Mcrritt 1938 R. A. Beaman 1901 O. OHlandel'i 1898 Adolph Vamkkeitove 1961 L H. ChriSIWtwn 1948 .b.mcs Yeo 1938 Mn, K. Gillandtrs 1908 NEV4 hIDes A. Mell:alfe 1951 Alben Hamilton 1904 
n. S, Gillandtrs 1938 SEtt4 J. C. Mainland 1906 

SECTION 2 Mh, M)'nle Mumy 1951 A. M. C;uupbclll'X.l4 Mrs. S. Mainland 1910 SEV4 SECTION 27 
NWV< 

SEW 
c. D.Olts 1913 Thomas H. Mainland 1948 Thomas Bulloch 1903 NWV4 

K E. Goodland 1901 W. W. 01[51914 Clayton Glen Bird ? is.:t3CMcrrllt 1906 John Cuthbet1 1891 
Holland Canada Mort. 1914 Ed'Nru'd A. Hutchings and C. O. P.. Oil!. 1922 

SWi"'4 
Catherine Memu 1938 Aft-l; Maltice 1907 

Robert JCS1.e Tilbury 1944 Bcr.utaId M. Huu:hing~ 1898 Jeuie C. Hope 1933 L. H. Chris-lia.nwn 1948 1. W. Modeland 1922 
Robert Douglas, Titbury ? B. Ht,l[chings- 19<H Munroe Hope 1945 R. G. Skelton 1903 James- A, Mtlcalfe 1951 Car-.ada I\:rm.anetl! Loan Co. 1925 W. Burnham 1906 
NEV4 

E. A. Hu!chings 1904 
P. Burnham 1911 Richard H, ()Qbbyn 1928 

E. E" Goodland 1901 
Frar.k HUm<: 1926 SECTION 14 W. Burnham 1916 SECll0N 23 NEV4 

HolliUld C~d:l Mrm. 1934 NWV4 o:.vid Gillandcn J917 NWV' Helen Sturgeoo 189$ Manirob;) futm LAtM. 1936 James H:lY 1892 Robert Jme Tilbury 1944 SECTiON 9 Kendrick. U. Williams 1944 
lame!. Oilland¢n 1928 

\Yarren Hay 1893 B. C. Klomp 1914 
Robc:n Douglas Tilbury ? NWV' SEV4 C.P.R. 1895 T. D. Srurg«m EQ. 1944 

SWV4 Charles. Millson 1894 NEW Andrew Gillandertl~5 James Mmin 1899 SWV4 
W. T. BrockinlOn 1915 Cfuule$ F. Grtaves lrol ManilOOl Farm Loans 1936 David Gillan&rs 1393 A. G. Hamilton 1901 Bertie C. Kitkup 1898 
Harold B. and P. Broc:kintOl; 1921 Mf'. H. Gn:a1lt:~ 1904 Kendrick H. Willillfm. 1944 Mn. Catherine GillJulden 1938 R" S. Do~yn 1946 
Pm::y Sl'lXkiniOR 1925 H. E. Grea~cs 1906 

SWV4 David Gerald Gillandcr.> 1%0 Mrs. Eima Dobbyn 1959 
George L. -Coutu 19S9 

hmcs Russel! 1893 
Kickup 1898 

SEV4 NEW 
W. T. 8roddn!On 1915 NEV" Angu~ Gilmer 1891 S£C110N 19 Jatni:'s Hay 1892 

David LoU1:tit 1895 John Williams 1$97 NWV' SECTION 23 
Harold B, and p, Brockinton t921 E. B Laughlin 1901 NWY4 
Harold B. Bro:kimoo 1925 SWV4 

Manil00a Rum Loans 1936 William Bohnn 1892 Ra!ph f'he<mi~ 1945 Maggic AtkinM"m ? 
~rcy Brockinton 1931 Ed",'ani A. Hutcbings. and 

Kendrick H. Williams 1944 1. R. Skelton 1906 Margaret and John Phconi~ and 
Mft. Margaret W)'O}tt 1943 T. D. Sturgecn 1892 

Beranatrl M. Hutcbings l894 SE .. lAis Foster 1959 John f'heonix 1914 
SECTION 3 E. A" Hutchings. 1901 J:uncs. Russet! 189J NEV4 Margmt and lOOn Merlin Phool'1i); and T. O. SlutgtOn Est. 1935 
NWV' Frank Hurne 1926 ArtgU4 Gi/mor 1891 Edward Morley Jamiewn 1892 Fern &:de$ 1961 James L. :lad John A. Sturgeon 1956 
Alvin B;u(ct 1894 

SEV4 
JohnWilIiilllThtm Frederid. George Stratton 19CXl Ru!.se!! Edward Dell? 

Edwin O. BUler 1936 Manitobtl Farm Loans 1936 R, G. Skellon 1905 SWV4 
Dr. E. M. Jones 1947 Joseph B. Morri~on 1894 Ke:rArici. H. Wil!i:mu 1944 Thom:u A. Tumbu1l1906 A. D. Wheeler 1892 NEV4-

E. M. and RaYlTIOIJd C. Jones 1948 
Robert Fraser 1898 

heob 1. fuau: 1928 isaac Merrin 1905 John f'heonix. 1914 
E, M, 1000:5.1954 Raymond Suinthorpe 1947 

SECTION IS Thomas Turnbull 1932 Catherine Merritt 1938 T. O. Sturgeon fut. 1935 

NE14 
NWV4 Kenneth D. Thmbull 1944 L. H, Christianson 194$ .l::!.mes L and John A. SturgeQll 1956 

SECTION 10 C.P.R" 1895 John Wesley Ddll%3 Russell EdWlttd Del! '1 
SEV4 C.P,R,I908 NWY4 Neil McLure 1898 SWV4 A. D. Wheeler 1892 SWW 

l)avidGiUandcr 191! Alvin Baxltr 1903 M. A. Mclure 1921 
Pttey B-rockintoo (east Qt river; 1927 Edwin O. B;utcr 1921 Jamc:s Ranwn Skelton 1895 E. B. Laoghlin and SteWart McKmnc!1 1905 T. D. Sturgeon (NY2) '1 

Or. E. M.1ones (wr:st of ri'VCr) 1950 Ted Wilson and Ewart Holden 1948 
F. E. MCLu.re 1928 Mrs. Margatet Wyatt 1943 E. B, Laughlin and C.P.R. 1909 1. and 1. Stu!-gccn (SW) ? 
M. A. Mclure 1931 Thomas Loucks (south of river) 1929 Wm. Robert SWlgeon (SV2) 1893 

Rob..!rt Jef.SC Tilbury (eut 0( rivet) 1%2 Ronald J. Banks 1949 Neil Mclure 1935 SEV4 Bruce Laughlin (north) 1929 John Pheortix (SVl) 1907 
Robert Douglas Tilbl.U)' (east of river) '! 

NEV4 M. A. M<:Lure 1942 George Bolton 1894 Ralph f'heot\lx. (oorth) 1945 Jessic and Rbodu Pbeonix. {Sill) 1936 
SWV4 Harold B. Broc:kiItum 1932 William V. Mclure {pan} 1943 William Bollon 1900 Kcnmth H. Wilfiams (Kluthll949 T. D. Sturgeon (NV2) 1936 
Matt D. Mooney 1894 Mn. Ada Brodonlon 1958 Rachel McLure (part) and j, C. Mamland 1906 Margarel and John Mettin Pheonix lltid John L. and John A. SlUtgeon (NVl) 1956 
Alvin Bauer 189B M. A. !>tkLure (part} Mrs. S. Mainland 1910 Fern Ecdeli {north of river) 1959 limes L andJoon A. Sturgeon (SVl) J959 
Edwin G. Baxtcr 1936 SWV4 Lauy Wttitc: and R. V. Mclure 1964 Thorna!. H. Mainland 1948 Russel! Edward Dell ? 
Dr. E. M. Jones 1946 David Louttit 1905 war L«.m Willaert and R. McLure 1%5 QaylOn Glen Bird? 

SEV4 SECTION 24 
SEV4 SEV4 NEV4 NWV4 John Pheoni:l; 1914 
William R. Broc-kinton 1&99 Da .... id Louthl tH) 18:99- Neil McLore 1906 SECTION 20 Thomas C. Bullock 1903 T. D. Srurgwn Est. 1935 
Wilfred L" Skelton 1946 Mrt. F. E, McLure 192) NWW T. Bu!hx:k and S. Clark 1906 James l. and John A. Sturgeon 1956 

SECnONH F. E. Md ... w'c: 1928 ~Patt:crwnl903 Thomas Loucks (west of river) 1911 Russelt Edward Dell '! 

SECTiON 4 NW .. Neil McLure 1935 
NEV4 

Mrl. Catherine Snyder { .... 'CSll \948 
NWY4 Wm. Thoma$ Brockinlon 1892 William V. McLure 1936 

Gltd~tojne Tullock 1906 
Petey U::luclu (east) 1949 SEcnON 29 

Mn. Rebo:cca Skelton 1944 H$-fOld B. BrocldnlOn 1932 Larry \'initt 1964 
Ja.-nes Patterwn 1911 

R. 1. TIlbury (CiUt) 1950 N\\'Y4 
Henry Snyder Skellon 1956 Robert lesM: Ttlbury 1962 SWV4 Viokt Letilia Panerwn 1%1 

E, C. Barl:er and R, Jesse Tilbury (east) 1951 lohn Pauerson 1892 
Robert Douglas Tilbury ? Charles Abba( 1894 NEV' 

Thomas Patterson 1901 
NEV4 .hrne\ Palten.on 1942 

Mig Aileen Abbot 1942 SWV4 I. T. Lenno\ 1897 SameU$ m:lp NEV4 Sauclor Annstn:mg t&91 
William Heath 1906 Mn, Aileen Broalch 1943 Lloyd McDougald 1914 NEW 

SWV4 Reginald H. Phelp~ 1946 Roben Banks 1945 L. Armstrong 1892 Hamilton Provincial Loan Co. 1924 Roben Pa~f$Oll 1892 
Mrs. Rebecca Skehan 1944 Do-Jlald Lawrence Ball:ullyne 1962 Eliu Marie Ddll964 John W. Rooks 1895 A. w. Tilbury 1926 Tho:nas.Paner.scn 1897 
Hc:nry Snyder Skd:on 1956 Mrs. J. W, Rookl 1926 Emily Tilbury (pan) 1948 hmc5 Patterson 1942 

SWV4 SEl!4 Robtl1 Banks 1932 
SEV4 Wm. Thomas arocl;lnton 1900 Neil Mclure 1891) Thomu Loucks Jr. 1944 SWV4 SWV-4 
Same ,,~m.ap Harold B. Bnxkmlon 1932 Mrs. F. E. McLure 1921 

SEtl4 
Roben Gifforrl1891 Mm Paltcrnln 1891 

Roben Jesse Tllbury 1962 E E. McLure 1931 T. C. Bullock 1903 Thomas Panerwn 1901 
SECllON .5 Neil McLure 1935 Gladstone 1Wlock 1906 T, Bullock and S. Clark 1906 .lames PiitlcrSCm 1942 
ALL 

Robert Oouglru: Tilbury '! 
Wj1liil-"fl V. Mr:Lure 1936 Wililam Rooks 1911 'Thomas Louck!> 1911 

Wm. Alexander Rooinson 1893 SEV4 Larry \Vhltc 1%4 John W. Rooks 19'13 Edward C. Bmet 1951 
W. H" Bird 1906 William Heath 1906 Mn.1. W. Rooh 1926 

Otaada Life Ass, Co, 1926 Reginald H, Phelps. 1~6 SEcnON16 ROOcrt Banb 1932 SEW 

Peter stemen .. 192$ Donald Lawtence BalLamyne 1962 ~'WV4 'I'hotnutoucbJr. 1944 IWbc:rtGilTordlS91 

Can3d3 Life AM. CO. 1934 JohnR. Pue-? T, C, Bullock liXJ3 

(i.,mion H. RobMY>n 1944 Alfred Gould 1894 SECnON21 
T. Bullock and S. Clark 190& SECTION 30 

Evere!t Uoyd Robertron 1960 
SECTION 12 

Charle~ Abbot 1897 Thmna$. lA>ucks 1911 NWY4 
NWW NWW Edward C. Bam:r 1951 .bJ:nc:t. Wallo:er 1906 
Samuel Sieffen 1891 Miss Aileen. Abbot 1942 OutlesT. Glass 1892 Frank Walker 1915 SECTION 6 George Cl1Igg Ian Mrs. AilWl Swatch 1943 Wm. Robert Srurgron 1893 

NWV4 F. F Graham 1898 Robert Banks 1945 John Phoenix. 1907 SECTION l5 A. Frank Walker 1928 
Augustus Mrn-.dith Nanlon (S:ue) 189:; Frank Kelly 18-99 EHuMwlkll 1964 Ralph PfIoetlix 1921 

'NWY4 Leopold R and P. M. Oeplaedt 1961 

Char!e~ f. Greaves 1897 Tru$l & lA>3li Co. 1942 NEV4 lessie and Rhoda Pncooix 1936 A. M. Cunpb<U tm NEY4 
Mrs. H, Greaves 1904 Miss Rhoda Pbeooix 1944 R, H. Richardson 1896 

Thomas A. Thmboll 1906 Glen Gordon 1946 James Martin 1892 Fre<krick. E. Merrin (west of rivert 1900 Harty Greavcs 1911 Adolph Vandeketkovc 1961 Neil McLure 1908 Margaret Pheoni~. John MerllO PboonIX. A. W. Tilbury (eaM; 1928 .bcob~au 1927 

NEV. NEV' 
M. A. McClure 1921 Lois Fo!.tl!t 1%0 

W. O. K-cnoe:r (cas!) 1929 T, A, Tumbul! 1931 
Kenneth O. Tumbulll944 RichMd F. Skelion (H) 1893 Samuel Sieffert 1891 Neil Mclure 1935 NEV4 Thomas Weston ewes!) 1930 John We'S!¢y Ddl 1%1 .hmes lngram 1900 George Cragg 1892 M. A. McLt.!;e 19)6 Charles T. Glass 1892 A. W. Tllbmy (ca5t) 1944 

! It Willoughby 1901 F. F. Graham lallS Mrs. Rachel McLure 1958 Wm, Robert SNrg«IO 1893 It HaJdon \Vi::ston (we!!) 1947 SWY4 
WiUiam Willougbby 1925 Frank K~!ly !899 SWV4 Jolm Pheonix. 1907 Mrs. Emily TIlbury (~if) !948: .b.m!!s Walker 190& 
;".1 Millar 1928 Trust & Loan Co, 1942 Neil M-cLun::: 1893 Ralph f'heooix 1921 Wm. James. Tilbury (eM!) 1951 funk Walk<r 1915 
Mrs. Agnes Slew:u1 1932 Glen GordDa 1946 WiIli.1m V, Mc:l.l.!re 1l}36 Jessie and Rhoda Pheoni:l; 1936 riEV4 A. Frank- Walker 1928 
R. C. Skelton 1941 Adolph Vandekerkove 1961 l.:trt'}' While 1964 M. A. McLlm{~ulh ofR.R.) 1944 

f, Coose 1895 Leopold H. and P. M. Deplaedt 1961 

SWV4 SWV4 
Mrs.. Raochel Mc:Lure (souib) 1960 

c.P.R,. 1897 SEW SEV4 
B. O. Shannon i914 George Cragg 1893 Neil McLure 1893 SWV4 w. G. Kenn¢f 1900 'tborrm A. Tumbulll906 
A. E. Hill 1926 B. Lyoos 1m William V, Mclure- 1936 Cbarles T, Gla51 1891 Fred E. MC:rfiu iwe~tll92S: .bcob E.s3u 1927 

SEY4 A. E. liM-! 1902 Larry While 1964 Wm. Robert Sturgeon 1893 A. W. Tilbury (east) 1928 T. A. Turnbu1l193! 

B. O. Shannon 1914 MrlI. W. Hta:h 1904 hmcs. Rus.!.CU 1907 Thomas Weston (west) 193{) Kenneth D. TWTlbulll944 

A. E.HilI 1916 William Heath 1912 SECTION 17 
JohP A. Rl.is:>ell 1913 Reu M. Jones (east) 1944 10hn Wesley Dd11963 

Mrs. Wilham He!lth Est. 1914 NW'" Charles Abbon 1915 Mrs. Emily Tilbury (ea$l) 1945 

SECTION 7 
Wilham Heath 1916 ThoIlU5. William, Alex Rennie 1892 

Mrs. Aileen Broatch 1943 E. Ha1don Weston (v.esU 1946 SEC110N 31 

NWV4 
Reginald H, Phelps 1946 Wi!liam and Alex. i«:Mie IS/iS Robert Banks 1946 SWr4 NWV' 

Robe11 Ooodetttam Skelton 1899 
Doruld Lawrence Ballamyoe 1962 ~RusscIl1899 SEV4 I, T. Lennox 1892 ~H1.!1I1S92 

P. Bumh.arn 1906 SEN Thomas Russclll920 Charles T. Olas~ 1892 Uoyd McDougal! 1914 William Robert Hull 1893 

W, Burnham 1911 George Cnsgg 1893 R. l. Sinkin$Oil 1944 Wm. Rober! Stu~ 1893 Hamillon Pro .... incial Wan Co. 1924 W. H. Stratton 1900 

David Gillanders 1918 B. Lyons 1899 .hmet. Bruec [nnes 1950 Neil Mclure 1909 A. W. Tilbury (pan} 1926 James WMlo.er 1906 

.hmes GiHanders 1928 A. E. Lines 1902 WilHam and l;,abe! St~h 1961 M. A. McLo.re 1921 Mrs:. Emily Tilbury (pan) 1948 Law Union &. Rock Ins. Co. 1925 
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O!.car Masoo 1929 
Ralph SiflOn 1946 
Joseph Henry Mason 1%1 
$;tmuel Hurly Mason 1 

NEV4 
~Hulltm 
Uw Union & Rock Ins. C..,. 1923 
0sc3lM.asoni919 
Ralph S1(1OO 1946 
Joseph Henry MilSOn 1%1 
Samuel Hardy M.uon -: 

SWY4 
Thomas Hul! IS92 
Law Union & Rock Ins. Co, 1923 
Fr.mk Walk.er 1925 
A. F. Walker 1928 
Mrs.. A. M. Strnnon 1944 
A. Frar.l Walker 1948 
William Ad:.um 1%1 

SEV4 
R. G. Sletl:on iE~) 1905 
.bmes ""'atker (W~ll906 
T. A. Turnbulf (En) 1906 
Frank Walk.er(WV21925 
.bcob Esau iEV2~ In7 
A. F. Walker (WWJ 1928 
r. A. Turnbull (H2) 1931 
Keooeth D. Turnbull IH2) 1944 
Mrs. A. M. Stratton (WII2) 1944 
A. Frank Walker (WV2) 1948 

WiJliam Adams (WiaJ JiJ61 
John Wc~!t)' Dell fEn) 1963, 

SECTION n 
NWV4 
AIel( Mamce 1906 
David (;1I1aI\4:n 1931 
Mrs. Myrtle MUffily 1951 

SECTION 33 
NWV4 
John J. Aoomon 1894 
WIlliam Anderson 1899 
Mo.. P. Dunbar 1906 
David Lam(lnt 1928 
Harry Nutt.:.lJ 1944 

NEV4 
John J Ar.dmon 1894 
Wilham Amkrwnl899 
Mo.. p, Dunbar 1906 
David Lamond. 1928 
Harry Nurtall944 

SWY4 
Joh,,]. A()derwnJr, 1894 
Jamc5 F: Hay 1897 
Mt'li, Tt'tLi'I Hay 1903 
Mrs. Onit!ioo Dunlw 19O5 
MI'!.. ~ Dur.bar 1906 
Davjdl..am¢ru 1928 
Harry Nutt.:.lll944 
Clarence HlUT)' Nu!'!al 1%2 

5£V4 
Jobn J Anderson It. 18fJ4 
~if:HayI891 
Mrs. Tena Hay 1903 
Mrs. Christina D-Jtlt.ar 1905 
Mts, P. Dunbar 1906 
J:):avid Lamotli 1928 
Hmy Nun.3J 1944 
Clarence Harr)! Nunal 1962 

SECtiON 34 
NWV4 
CharlesOltsl9H 
Mo.. M. Olls 1930 

Canada Permanent Loan Co. 1931 
Mervin Duncan Snyder 1943 

NEV4 
Charle'SO]tsI9!3 
Mrs. M. OIlS 1930 
Can3d3 ~rmanell( ~ Co, 1931 
Mervin Duncan Snydl!r 1943 

SWV4 
A. M. Campbell )89.f 
Cha:les 01\:$ 1913 
Mrs. M. Olts 1930 
Canada Pt:rmaner.l U1all CQ. 1931 

SEY4 
A. M. Campbell 1894 
Charles Oils 1913 
Mrs. M. Olts 1930 
Canada Penn:tnenl Lo3n Co. 1931 

SEcnON3~ 

ALL 
Ch.3.1le~ T~ Glm 1892 
R. 1 Dobbyn 1911 
Tru}t & Lo:m Co, 1933 

SECT10~ 36 

31 

1893 

1 F Itmmpson 1899 
1. 1. Donahue and James McConnell 1909 
J. J Oart3hue, W. G. Kenner, Impena! O~! Co. 191t 
1. J Donahue and W. G. Kenner 1926 
J. 1. Donahue al'ld Mrs. W. Yuil! 1936 
Law Urtitm & ROCK los. Co. and Mrs. W. Yuil! 1938 
uw Union &: ROCK In~. Co. and Percy Louc;k$ 1941 
Pt:rcy UrJci:::s and T. E. Wihon 1944 
1. E. Wilson ~nd Percy Loucks 1946 
1. E. Wilson, laYlna F. LOUCK$ and William H. 

Critchlow 1%4 
I};)Yidand DoroIhyGibson lea'( ofri~erlT E. Wil\oo. 

LaYin:. wuda, William H. Critchlow, M:u. 
v.~IlEyel"5l%6 

bavid ~r.d DiJ!'OIhy G!b~o~ (e.:lHi. :""'aYlle Roben 
While ( .... 'esl).and WIlham H,Cmd,tuw (eam ? 

Pit:>.::!!! owners: TO'''''n of Melila. Albert Wllli,:vn Law
!';nce, o-.... ..,yne Bernard M1J1"l"3Y. John Walter 
ElIiou, Alan Bernard Munay. Anller River 
School DivI\lon. De!mar '"loyd Lo>.lck~, Oor· 
doo Allan Hnlrrn:!.. Melita Rcdl-Mil(, Maxwell 
Robc:rf Eyer:<. (north of creek) 

swy.; 
Raben Mowbr;)y Gr.thllffi and Aleil; MorglW 1906 
Ala Morgan 1922 
MlIlllt0D3 Rum Lo3n .. 1941 

SEY4 
1U3e Thompson 1893 
J. F. Thompson 1899 
1. J Donahue 1909 
Law Unioo &. RocK Ins. Co. 1938 
Thomas Wdson 1944 
ThomJ~ E. WII.;ou, David ::nd IJrurolhy Gibson 1%6 



.lame ... Polwonh (S:llcl jJmc\ Polworth (HI 
C.P.R. 

Biro SlOe}; furm~ ltd. I Uiro ; LId. Allan Be: Murray Allan Be~:~ Murray 

C.P.R, C,P.R. 
Bird Slad: furms Ltd Bird Stock fUrm~ Ltd 

Rithard Edward 
GreenCrnne 
(5;\le)l388 

Keith. Roy elm 

Richard Edw(lrd 
Gre<!n CrnfiC (Sale) 

lSSfi 
Fredenl:k Lee Adam\ 

GI\ in\ Chamberlain 
Cmcallen (H) 1898 
Earl Howard Drown 

School Ul.nds 
Dick Hen!) H;\m)(ln 

Township 4, Range 27 

FQrsy\h 

~rn. Juiu Bnmn (til 

Smith 

C.P.R . 
Donald Kenncln 

foN.yth 

C.PR. 
PoUgLH Eatl Brown 

LuxcSamud 
Canc;,Ucn (HI IS84 

Bemite • .luin v .. 
Dale W., &. Elil. J 

Smidt 

"f;~~~': (Sak, Thoma~Jamc"Savage 
[Hi 1894 

Douglas Ear! 8(0\1.(1 

Lankary Savage iHl 
IS86 

He.:lor& Ruth 
Tow1t!'cod 

! Thorna~ James Savage 
, (H,IS84 

Douglas Eatl 8ro .... 11 

C~R. 
Arnold Emt Swanson 

C.P.R. 
William F.. David H 
&; Gt()~gc F. P.'ulOn 

C.P.R. 
Wimam E. David H 
& Q¢orge E P.ufon 

Hudson's Bay Co. 
(not'fnl 18S1 

Lyle Murraj' Forsyth 

WiUiam rol'5ythe (H) 
1889 

jean Glover r~yth 

C.P.R. 1 S, GI'l.lY {tIJ William Ferguson 
William E, Oa'iid H. , 188~. (Sale) 1891 
&. George F. P.v;lOn IJohn 1 10hn b;h ... ;1ft,! t..;1¥ttport 

1am¢t Upton Olar:ers 
(Hllg86 

Lyle Murray Foayth 

C.P.R. 
Earl H. McKInnon Joho Ed_ um""rt ~i';~~~i" V .. 

", •• !e~.'&Eljl'L 

~------30--------4--------29------~r---~--~--------~------27--------~-------26--------+--------2S------~ 

Wm. loon B~ (Hl 
Richard Edward Richard Edward 

Grcen Crane (H) 1888 Green Cr.lIJe (tIJ IfiSS 
Keith Roy Clm Frederic); Lee Adams 

1-,' lA. C.P.R 
Ala."l Rubert Clark 

19 

C.P.R. C.P.R, 
Alan Robert Cla.1.: Aran Robert Clark 

Samuel George Wm. G«1rge h:ksoo 
jarnic~on (Hi 1886 {Safe) t81l? 
Eugene Kenneth William Richard 

fr:a~r Tilbury 

18 

M.U.G.1898 'C~;~1g)¢s'~'-Henoe!1a. Larry & 
Har."C)' Renwick 

M.S.W.C,R.C, M.S.W.C.R.C. 
WlIliJ.mA. BlOQllX:t Alan Bernard Murray 

7 

M.S.W.C.R.C. M,$,W.C.R.C. 
Alan Ueman! Murray Alan !km;\:rd Mumy 

c.P.R. Jame~Wesky 

Maljorie Irene Mason 
Modeland (H) 1891 

Mnrjork Irene Mason 

6 

.1 hmo,W,,"y 
M"ion, Modelar.d (H) 1982 

M;Ujorie Irene Mason 

N • .ilnarn::I! Kern (H) 
1888 

Wimam Roben 
CO::!;te~ 

School Lands 
hek Andf;r!.on 

Harmon 

IW')1<r ,F""" 

20 

.bmc$ Pai~ley (H) 

MertQ~8:~v<:rk:)' 
1891 

Wanda Juliena, Waller 
Kenneth & Eugene Coate, 

Kenneth Frat.er 

M,$,W.CJcC. M,S,W.C,R.C. 
[)clary j:nm:~ Nestibo Harold Brian Nwioo 

17 

M.S.W.C.R.C. M"S.WC,R"C. 
Ddo!)' Ja.'1leS Nc~tibo Harold Brim Nl!'5tibo 

Hudson's Bay Co. 
fnotTn) 11181 

Harold Br\llfI Nc~!ibo 
(Nv.n 

I Ro"'" Ddor)' James Nestibo 
{SV2J 

8 

HUd$on's Bay Co, Hudwn'$ Bay Co. 
(notTnl1881 (not'fn) IS81 

Robert G. Anrlmoo: Remi Leon Mw.stll 

M.S. W.C-R.C. 
.hme~ E. Page 

5 

JaJm:s Wesley M.S.W.C . .R.C. 
MOOtland 1892 James E. Page 

Marjori<: Irene Mason 

Alvin D. Cat'S/;;\Hcn 

B'mk~~~~ilf v~ 
Ollie W .• & Eliz_ J

i Smith \ 

iSalel1884 C.P.R. 
Bernice, Juin V., Norman Remi 

Dale W., & Eltz. I. Mmse1t 

Smith /~ 

C.P.R. 
Amold EMI Sw::msoo 

I em, Henry Brown Wm. Hcnry Brown 
.... (Hl 1897 IH) 1882 
NofUW! ReJ!P Norman Rem! 

MO\scU·............. Mos!.C!I 

C,P.R. C,P.R 
Charles AleJ:amkr Ch:ltlcs Attxandcr 

MacLea.'l Maclean 

Hud~pn's Bay Co. 
inolTntl8S1 

Lyle Murray For$ylh 

C.PR. 
AbmhamNnk 

HudsOil'1. Bay Co. 
(notTfI) ISS! 

William Harmon Jr. 

C.P.R. 
Donald K. Fon>ylh 

C.P.R 
Vhller T. Hamil!on 

Wm. Walker ($.l;e) O¢n;l)d McCtUig (H} 
18&6 1888 

Charlet. Murray Charles Mumty 
Fors}lh furs.ytl; 

21 ----~-----2~ 
,~"-- r.P.R . 

23--------1-------24---; 

~ 

M",Leoo 

Jame~ McConnel! 
(Sale) 1890 

Eugene Kennetn 
Fraser 

hme$ McConnell (H) 
1887 

Eugene Kenneth 
Frascr 

M.S.W.CR.C 
George Michael 

TIlbury 

M.S.W.C.R,C-
Gccrgl: Mich:;e\ 

Tillrury 

Willi:unCi>:I!es (~I) 
1889 

John Wesl!';y [kit 

.o"tjehael Denis 
McConnell (H) 18S2 

James E. & Gerald A. 
"'g, 

C.P,R. 
Ch:ule" Ale.\l'mdcr 

Macuaf! 

John Mdxmald (H) 
1882 

llmesWifliam 
Andeflion 

16 

lohn M.:Donald (HJ 
1893 

knoes William 
Andcrwn 

M.S.W,C.R,C, 
George Michael 

Tilb;try 

9 

M.S.W.C.R.C. 
Gcorge Michaf;l 

Tilbury 

hme~ MtCm:rn::ll 
{Sale) ISSS 

.lames E. & Gerald A . 
lOS' 

4 

James McConnel (H) 
1882 

)aITl('S E, & Gerald A. 

"'" 

DulKan Dunbar 
McQueen (H) 1888 

Norman Remi 
MO~~l1 

M.S. W.C.R.C. 
G«nge Runell 

Anderson 

M.S.W.C.R.C 
George RU$sell 

Andcrnm 

Alben D, ~'h"ler 
(H) 1891 

James Wtliiam 
Anderson 

~~f.r~~:r 

M.S.WC.R.C. 
Mervil1 Douglas, 

Snyder 

32 

15 

10 

3 

MS.W.CR.C. 
George RU5sdl 

Anderson 

C.P.R. 
I Sl~' Franklin Stewart Franklin 

Wm. Walkl:r(Hj 1882 
Chat!e$Mumy 

Forsyth Hannon~ !:bonon 

~ 
""r-.. / 

John Albert Graham AI~rricc 
(H) 18~ (Sale) 1887 

J:sck Arnkrnm Thoma> Rus$Cf) & 

James D. McGn:gor 
(H}HI82 

ClmdcsMumy 
ronj'tb 

Harmon Contlanct Mar)' Dann ,ConsUnce: 

--------~------14--------~------13------~ 

M.S.W.C.R,C 
George Rus$dl 

Andt'1'WtI 

Al~rt D. Wlieele:r 
(Hi 1882 

hInes Wi!liam 
AndeMn 

George Bambridge 
Rush (H) 1882 
George Russell 

Anderwn 

M.S,W.C.R.C, 
Ml:fVltt Dougl:B 

Snyder 

M.S.W.C.R.C. 
Mervin Douglas 

Snyder 

James Hunter (Sale) 
1888 

Abra..~am Hmk 

Sdl.ool Land$ 
Larry James 
Townsend 

School unds 
Larry .lame:;. 
Townsend 

John Fr.mkHn 
Fcrguwn (H WV2J 

1884 
John Frnnklin 

Ferguson {Sail: EV2) 
IS'" 

Lan} Jam<s 
T!W.llsend 

Wmiam Moore (H 
Wv.2) 18&4 

Cyrus Harry Kirkup 
(Sale 13.\12) 1888 

Clifr W. Reddaway 

John Hepburn (H) Byron T~mce (Sale) Byron Trerriec (Sale) 
tS84 IS87 1887 

Ja<:k Anderson Thomas RIJ5$.e1l & Thomas Russe! & 
Harmon Consllmce Mary Darm Ccnr.t:mce Mary Dann 

School umds HuSh. Currie (Sa/e) Hugh Currie (Sale) 
1887 

Latty~i CiS7 James Robert IOWnsend Rooney Gordon Wylllt Gardiner 

11 12 

Hugh Currie (Sa!<:) 
Hugh Cume (Sale) 1887 

"'" Onvid M, Taylor & 
Gordo-n Rodney Wyatt HenryChatlts 

c.rop<"" 

Jacob Co~r Park 
(Sale) 1884 M~R.C 

/:," aYp~hl;m, L:rooa May Cochlan, 
Nora Mildrid M.S.w'C.R.C, 

NornMildrcd 
DaVidson, Kathl~~ Tuwnof Melita 

On .. idwn, Kathlee~ .... A.Fr31U&M~\ 
A.Frnser&~yt ElknOno EUen 0110 

2 

".'00" \ .bcObO:1JPa..7.S 
(H"lISS4 Lynda May Cochlan. : 

Nora Mildred : M.$.W.C.R,C. 
Eugene Baker, Arthur 

"'vid"",. Kathl~". TO~ J)~&JOh.W. A.Ft;)scr&Ma.-ga.-et 
ll(~&} Ellen Otto (WV2) i 

i 



TOW,,>-.ISHIP 4 RANGE. 21 
SECTION I ~ 

NWY4 
G. L. Dodd\-: 
Wlt!iam Dunford 1902 
A. E. Thompt.On 1904 
Melcatre & Co. 1907 
W 1 Cubl>l9-11 
Albert E. TOWfl!.end 1914 

SWV4 
G. L. Dodds? 
F. Lobban &. Co. 1906-
Metcalfe &. Co_ 1901 
R. E. Denny 1909 
C.P:R. 1916 
Alben E. Town~nd 1944 

SEV4 
Town of Mdiu 

SECTION 2 
r.."'WV4 
Mrs. E. J. ~rguwn IS91 
Mn. M. £. Wheeler 1902 
Ale:\: Jone'S 1906 
William Griffith 1901 
LeOl'...1rd J. Townscnd 1912 
Hee!or A. Tov.lI>end 1965 

NEV4 
R. M. Gralum 1905 
Oder Hammond and Na.o!Ofl 1929 
Law Union &. fUxk In$. Co. 1932 
Alben E. Towru;coo. 1940 

SWV4 
Thoma$ Kittup 19().; 
Thoma~ Kiri;.up fhL 1906-
Mr!.. M. Kirkup 1908 
R. E. Denny 1914 
B. C. Kidi.up 1916 
The Qu«n 1916 
fi:rcyF. L.ouch 1961 

SEW 
T D. SlUtgeoo? 
Thoma~ Kirl;up ifNI 
Thomas Kirl;up En. 1906 
Mrs. M. Kifbp 1908 
R. E. Denny 1914 
B. C. Kirkup 1916 
Arthur lad.son 1950 

SEmON 3 
NWY' 
Jolml AntkN.on 189.1 
NJUwl TmM Cn, 192.1 
William Rennie 1928. 
National Trost Co. 19J) 
D. 1 McKinnon 1943-

t>..b.mes Allan McKirulOn 1960 .
NEV4 
John J. Anders.oo 1894 
National Trost Co. 19-24 
William Rennie 1928 
r";alional Tro~1 Co. 19)3 
D. 1. McKinnon 1943 
.Iame$ Atlan McKinnon 1960 

"' SWV4 
John 1. Aru!crwn 1894 
Nahurwl Tro\1 Co. 1914 
William Rennie 1928 
NallOnal Trost Co. 1933 
O. J, McKinnon 1943 
.la.mes Allan McKinmm 1%0 

SEW 
John J. Anderson 1894 
Nalional Trusl Co. 1924 
William Rennie 1928 
N.at«>nal Truu Co. 19J3 
D.1. McKinr.oo 1943 
lames Alla.!1 McKinnon 1%0 

SECTION 4 
NWV4 
Mi1~ C. Bel!rr;y 1910 
H, W Btl(~ 1914 
RImel! Bclfrey 1951 

NEV4 
A. E. Thompson? 
Mrs. M. McCoMclll900 
Mr\-. C. A. Ruelle 1946 

SWV.J 
James McConm:l! -: 
Mrs.. C. A. Ruelle 1946 

SEV4 
Mrs.. C. A. Rucllr: 1946 

SCCTION 5 
NWI'l 
Arthur McDonald? 
John SCQUten 1894-
David Tindall 1891 
Wlllmm Allen 1910 
Ptlet and Alben Sltiemer 1928 
William Allen 19'>2 
H. W. Belfl':)' 1956 
Earl Bumt!t 1960 

NEv4 
John H. McDonald '! 
MatthewC()')le$ 1901? 
E. M. JOf\eS 1943 
John Wesley Dell 1958 
E.lua Mma OCU 1966-

SWV4 
.lame! W. Modeland 1&91 
Sian ley Clm 1903 
S. F. Mason 1905 
George and N.ewton &»r. !93i:l. 
1 Henry Mason 1944 
S1!..'IIuel Hardy MIl'>On '! 

SH~ 
John H. McDonald? 
M:illhew C()')les 1901 '! 
E. M. Jom:s 1<}.;3 
John Wesley Dell 1958 
£lila Maria Dell 1966 

SECTION 6 
NW~ 

GeOfg' William Allan lS83 
F. J. P.trket1892 
R. E. Crane 19((1 
B. H. Robcm .. on 1918 
Hamilton Pro~lncial Loan Co, 11):21 
Huron &. Ene Loan Co. 1921 
Ed. ThOOn t9iO 
A. L. McKt:nlie 1932 
Huron & En, Mon_ Co. 19+1 
Arthur Thom~o: 1945 
Mrs. Annie Thomp$(')fl 19-49 
R. L. Atkin~ 1952 
Joseph Hen...-), Mawn 1957 
Samuel Hardy Ma'>On 1968 

NEv4 
5!iUl!CY elm 1903 
S. J. Mawn 1905 
Ci«lrge and Newton RQl,$ 1938 
Henry M:non 1944-
Samuel HMdy MliSl)n ? 

SWv.; 
George William Man Ii:l.S) 
EJ. McrlS92 
R. E. Crane 1900 
B. H. R6bt:nwn 1918 
Hamilton PronlKlal Lean Co, 19!1 
Huron & Eri~ Lean Co. 1927 
Ed. ThOOIl 19)0 
A. L. Mr,;Kenlie 1932 
Huron & Em Mon. Co. 1944 
Arthur Thomf»on 1945 
Mn. Annie Thompwn 1949 
R. L Atkins 1952 
)Q:;eph Henry- Mason 1957 
SamU(l Hardy Ma5Ol\ 1968 

SEV-4 
Slan:-ey Cla..-x 1903 
S. 1 Maton 1905 
GeQrge and Ne .... 10n Russ 1938 
Henry Mason 1-944 
Samuel Hardy Mas.on? 

SECTION 7 
NWY4 
A. E, Blakev.·ay 189;; 
F.J.~crl!:l1):8 

Thomas FrtCOOm 1900 
Alex McKelllie 11):22 
Ed. Thorin In7 
A. L. McKenzie 1932 
Cecil Bloomer 1947 
Mrs. Ellen Bloomer 1951 

NEt'4 
G. A. Hogarth 1i:l.92 
,b,:nes Wesley Moddand 1898 
'Thomas Robcfl'>On 1902 
l.aurJ Hebrard 1940 
Rm~ While 195(} 
Robert C. Murray 11)53 

SWV4 
A. E. Blakeway 1892 
E. H. Belffe)' 1897 
Holland W BeJerc), 1906 
Muricl E. Macl.,.t-an 1%4 

SEV4 
G. A_ Hogarth 1892 
C.P.R. 1894 
1. St:o"len t895 
Thomas Roben"l.On 1898 
Laura Hebrard 1946 
RO$~ \\'hile 1950 
R. C. Murray 19S3 

SECTlON 8 
NW~'4 

R, L Richardson ? 
David Tindall 1901 
Witham Allan 1910 
Po,llef and Alben Streimer 1919 
Wjjham Allen 1932 
Carl SWlIMon 1956 
Willlam AIia.tm 1960 
Harold and Joyce Adam~ 196t> 

R. L. Richardson? 
E. H. Belfry 19«.l 
Mrs. E. A, Belfry 1906-
H. W,8elfry193<l 
Ru~selt Belfry 1946 
Frederick Lee Adams 1%8 

SW""" 
R. L. Richardson '! 
David Tindall 1901 
Wilham Allan 1910 
PtlCr and AIbt:t1 S!reimer 1929 
Willi:un Allen 1932 
Carl Swanson 1956 
WiUilllTI Adam~ 1960 
Harold and ro)'~ Adams 1%6 

SEV4 
R. L. R~twdbon 7 
E. H. BeJfrcy f900 
Mrs. E. A, Belfry 1906 
H. W, Belfry 1930 
Russell Belfry 1946 
Frederick Lee Adam\ \%8 

SECTION 9 
NWY, 
John J. Anderson? 
William Andcrnrn IBn 
John J. AndersO'n 1898 
Wilham AfJCerwn I~ 
Jamct. and A. D. Banks 1946 
Akunder D. 8Mb 1957 

NEV' 
joi"-.n 1. Anderron '! 
William Aru!crwn l892 
JO'lm J. Anderson 189-8 
William Anderson 1906 
.hrn::s and A. D. B~s 1946 
James Bania Sr. 1951 
A1eAander David BilI'.1:s 1%9 

SWV4 
John 1 Andcnon ? 
William And<:rwn 1892 
.k>hnl Anderson 1898 
William Andetson 1906 

SEII4 

f) Barth 1946 
Ban"s 1957 

John J. Ander.'(.IIl '.1 

WiltiMn Anderwn 1892 
k>.~n J. Anderson '898 
Wiltia.'1l AndefY:oQ 1906 
l1.'l)C"~ <md A. D. Banks 1946 
.lames 8mb Sr. L951 
Akun<kr DaHd Banb 1969 

SEcnO~ 10 
NWV4 
1. K. Oberlin 1906 
Chler Hammond and N;unOtl I~I 
Thorua\ B. Oberlin 1944 

NEV4 
1. K. Oberlm 1906 
Osler H;unmond and NanlOl'I 1941 
ThomJ.~ B. Oberlin 1944 

SWI'l 
George Proud 1898 
Mtl.. R. H. Rldwd..on 1899 
R. H. Riciurd>;.(.H'I 190J 
WlllWn Alvin Cwlel 1910 

SEV4 
Gcor!le Proud 1898 
Mr<., R, It Richardson 1899 
R, H. Richattl!.onl"Xll 
Wilham Alvin Coa!e~ 1910 

SECTION tI 
NWV4 
G. L. ()o.jlh ~ 
A. J. Crane 1'XI7 
E. W. Crane 1917 
L. T. To ..... n:.end 1925 
E. W. Crane 19:!{) 
L. 1. Town5oend 1'/31 
!'tter Royal Pue 1948 

NE~I-4 

G. L Dodd~? 
John Ande-rwn Jr. 1908 
L. 1. Town}.!:tW 1925 
E. W. Ctane 19)! 
D. M. Taylof 1945 
ChillieS Wesley Ta)'IOf 1948 
Peter Royal }\Ie 1959 

SWV4 
O. L, OQdd'.o? 
Wilham Griffith 1906 
M~. Alice Gnfftth 1900 
L. l. Town~nd 1912 
Hct'lor A. TOWfl!>Cnd 1%5 
Hector and Ruth Town\Cnd 1906 

SEN 
G. L Dodd~? 
John Anlkrron Jr. 1908 
L. l Tuwns.cnd 1925 
HlXtor and L. 1. Townsend 1944 
Ch-:u-teJ\ We:"lcy TiI)'lor 1948 
PI.':!e( Royal Pue 1959 

SECTION 12 
NWV-4 
Thoma~ J Bullock '! 
101m Anderson 1904 
John Andcnon Jr. 1910 
R. N. Wyan 1926-
bmes E, Wyan 1928 
R. N. Wyalt 1931 
Mn;, Mona ?agel 19)8 
R. N. Wy:mlW 
John Harry Wyatt 1'150 

NEv4 
AluTrtrrice? 
Mrs-.H. Trerricel'XlO 
R A. Shearer 1902 
David Millon Ta)lor 1911 

SWV4 
Thoma~ 1. Bullock? 
John Andenoo 19O.J 
mhn Andenon k 1910 
R, N. W),aU 1926 
bmc:~ E. Wy .. m 1928 
R. N, Wyatl1931 
Mrs. Mona f':l.gel 1938 
R. N. Wyau 1944 
John Harry Wyall 1950 

SH'4 
Aiel, Tterrice lor Trerice or Tter.OC-e) 1891 
My Thad)' (p3rt1 1892 
Henry Ted¢ (or 11;.3';)' or Tady J (pMi) 1895 
Q ft.k<: 1897 
john Crt:rar and Mn. H. Trenice 1891 
Grace Mile:), !cilnCrcrat and Mrs. H. Trerrice 1898 
Grace Mik~. John Cr-enr. Hannah Tterrice, Ht:nr)" 

Tady Esl. 1901 
Groce Mile~, Mike Ken'. R, A Sheat"C"!, Henry Tady 

81,1902 
Gm:e Mile~. Mike Km. It A. She.arc:r. A. 1. Cr.me 

,904 
1, Fearnside, R, A. Shea!l.'!r, A" ). Cr.lne 1906 
Wm. Cbatks. O. TmdalL R. A. Sheu-er. A. 1 Crane 

and Wm. GriJftID 1901 
Millon Taylor. O. Tmdall, Wm. Bark.er 1910 
Millon Taylo!, Alf Cochlan. Wm. Barker. O. Tindal! 

1913 
Mihon Taylor. W~sky Barkcr. Wm. Bil/ket. O. Tindall 

1914 
Mihon Taylor. Annie Rennie:. O. TIndall Esi. 1926 
Milton Taytor, Wrn. Scott, O. TIndall ES.L 1941 
Millon Taylor. Re~. Ao<;tI 1<}.;1 
Mil!on Taylor. Thomas Stuart 1949 
Milton Taylor and William R. M.a.-thews 1954 
Millon Taylor and Rus~1I W. M~-c-3llum 1955 
David Millon Taylor E~t. and Russcl! W. M!:Callum 

1962 
Da..-id M. Taylor. Everen Uoyd Roberuon 1962 

SEmON 13 
NWW 

John Cosgrove 1893 
Mrs. H. Trt:rn.:c (or Tn:rrice'l1897 
Ge-orge Lawley (Nl-'211898 
Matthais Crane (5(12) 1001 
Thoma~ C. Bullock. 1902 
j, T. Cooper 1905 
Mode-lMd and Cheyne 1006 
W. F-Clatke 1m 

33 

NEV'; 
John C0'i8ttM 189) 
..... n R Trera:e (or Tterricel 1897 
Geor~t: uwley tNl-'2) 1119& 
Man.'al., Cnloe ISV21 !~I 
Thontu C. Bullock 1902 
J T. Cooper 1905 
Modeland and Cheyne 1906 
W. F. elme 1909 

SWV .. 
John CU1.gfOve 1893 
Mr.. H TU:I<:t: lor Trerncel 1897 
Ben Crane 1900 
Mallh\.(lsCraneIWI 
T C, Bullock 1902 
i_ T Cooper 1905 
Maocland and ChejJ'!e 1906-
W,F.Cl.l1'ke1909 

SEV4 
Thoma, Do".nty 1893 
M~. H, Terao;e 1897 
R, A. Shearer 1902 
Millon Clar\.. 1910 
Milton T.3}ior 19\1 
David M. T3))1)( 1%6 

SECTION 14 
NWt-:.\ 
Frtd A. Thompson j9((l 

1. J, Anderson I90S 
R. N, W]ltll916 
Thorna~ W. W)an 1929 
La\.\- Union & Rock Ir.~, CO, 1943 

NEV4 
John Hepburn t&93 
A. 1. Gnltam 181):5 
Rkhatd Cole 1697 
William H.:umon 1928 

NEV4 

SW", 
Fn:d A. Thompson 19()J 
1. 1. Anderson I90S 
R. N. Wyatt 1"926 
Thoml~ W. Wyanl92~ 
Law Ufi:OO & Rock In>. Co, 1943 

5E1/ .. 
G. 1.1>buJwn 181J7 
A, W. Hepburn 181):6 
A. l CI'l.I.l'\e \906 
E. W. Crane 1917 

SECTION IS 
NWV4 
John J. Andtnon 1897 
Geoq/:c Anderwn 1906 

NE'" 
John 1. Andtr.on 1897 
Ge-orgc Amkr.;on 1906 

$W1/4 
john J. Arnkr.on 1891 
George Andtr!.oo ? 

SEV4 
John J Anderson H!97 
GeQtge Andcrw-n '! 

SECTION 16 
NWV4 
RU$'l-dl Slepht:n~on 189~ 
H. H Beck [89 .. 
W H. Slratton 1898 
Georgt E. Fn:.tr 1908 
Ken Fraser 1951 

NEV" 
Ja.mesCh-eyne 1900 
W. H, Ainley 190) 
George E. Fraser 19O5 
W. H. Ainl!:)' 1911 
Robcn Mum.), 1918 
.Iam¢~ and Annie Mum), 1947 
William Q. Sterling 1951 
Madeline e. Pue 1962 
Charles- Alel.llr.der McLean ~ 

SWV';: 
Russell Slephenson 1892 
H. H. Beck 1894 
W, H. Str.l!lon UNS 
George E, Fraser 1908 
Ken Fra:\(:r 1951 

SEV4: 
h:nes Clfeyne 1900 
W. H. Ainley 11)03 
Roben Murray 1918 
Alf.m Mum.} 1947 
Thomas 8. Oberlin 1951 

SECTION n 
NWV-4 
Sam Cli'Itk 189S 
S. O. RUI.."1erfoni 1910 
W. H, Ainley 1911 
Sam Clm Bl. 1"929 
Frelkrick Lc-c AdilITl~ ? 

NEV4 
Sam Chrt 18-98 
w. H_ Aink)- Jr. 1910 
Sam Clm. E:s-1. 1919 
Fredtrick 1..« Adam. "! 

5WV4 
Sam Clark IS9i:l. 
1. a. Brook!. 1900 
Sam C1i1rk 1902 
S. D. Ruthtrfotd 1910 
W. H, Ainley 1911 
S.un Clark Est. 1931 
fted¢riclt, Le-e Adams? 

1898 
lB. Brooks 1900 
Sam CI.ut.I901 
W. H. Ainley Jr. 1910 
Sam C!art EM, 1929 
Frederi.;k Lot Adam., 

SECTION IS 
NW~~ 
J. M. Jones 1899 
John A, Jones 19+i 

NEtJ 
Rob(rt Sler!ltl~ 1899 
Wllh.J.1J1 G. S!-erhn$ 1')45 

SWl''; 
U,ofM 1898 
RobeN Ste:tlmg 1906 
William G. S1t:rllnZ;: 1945 
E.11$oll Waller Reo"" It I:, 1%5 

SEW 

SECTION N 
NWV4 
Robert Coates ',' 
Can. N,W L.:too CQ. 1897 
Ch;i!lH Wml.b 1898 
frankEIJHxt Nh 
/1.1", EmIly El!ic<! 1944-
Wi\\On Poole 19--16 
Fmnm Lapoudre 1950 
Mrs-. W. A Poole 1951 
Mf\. Maude S. Vm 1954 
Wllh.un G. S(erline: 1962 
tropold H. [kplaedt 196-1 
i':llm)'re Marl Dcptaedl 19&6 

NEv4 
R. Ftancl'.oIH92 
Trnmm McMullen 1894 
John R. McMulltn IlW7 
1. L. L1tnpon 19J4 
.Iohn F, Clarl: 1947 

SWV4 
Murdocl Md . .ennofl (or McLeflf\an) 1894 
John R. McMullen 1899 
i l l.amfW>l1 1944 
luhn E Clart 1<M1 

SH'4 
Murdock Mcunoon (m Mclol!t.Il;u!) 1894 
John R. McMullen 1899 
1. L Lamponl944 
John F. ClaIl 1941 

SECTION 10 
NWV4 
Truit &, LelJ'l Co. 1897 
lunc .. Coole~ 18'}8 
1. n COOIe,,19H 
Mrs, 1 B. Cnall:\ 19JO 
Robo!n COOltS 1938 

NH'4 
1. B. (o.:'lltS 1914 
MI1I-, '- B. Coatl.'!~ 1930 
Ma!lhew C¢llt~ 1937 
Dr. Earl Menon Jor.e~ 1959 

SW~'4 

J. B COOIt'S t914 
Mr.;. 1 B. Cda\.C$ 1930 
Julm E. C(f;l!e~ 1938 

SECTION 21 
ALL 
J .... hn J Andcr!.on 1892 
Margaret Anderson 1904 
Nadon,,1 Trust Cu, 192.' 
lame~ f Morrice 1927 
National Trun Co. 1935 
Alben Kusyner 1945 
D. D. Cameron 11):54 

S£ClION 22 
NW~'4 

C e. 8aumgar1<:n 1929 
W.1. Muon 1930 
~ennelh Fra~r:r 1944 
rooma~ Wmon 1945 
8r;.·on W. Mct::"aUum 1946 
l.t-oo.l Jeml)- Mossctt 1%5 

NE1/-4 
W. ). Mason 1929 
C, E. Baumll'arten 1929 
W. ;. Mason 1'930 
Kenneth Fra~r I~ 
Thoma~ Wat!.On 1"9-45 
81)0n W. McCallum 1946 
Leona Jenny MO~i>e1! 1%5 

SW~'4 

Ric:haro Cole 1898 
M;uwdl Cole 1903 
Charle!. E. Brown J9l! 
Law Union&. ROt:lo:.ln~. Co. 1941 
lAlUll'las Herlxn Wren 1943 

Allan E.. Thompson ? 
Thomas Cocklan 1&99 
Richil/d Cole 1902 
MMwe!1 Colc 1903 
C1utJe~ E. 8ro .... rt 1911 
Uv. Unioo & Rock 1m" Co. 1941 
Douglou Herbert W~n 1943 

SECTION 23 
NW~ 

George Heu5li~ Campbe!J 1892 
Am~ 5bea.rer 1895 
Wiltiam G. Gliffilh 1897 
Wesley Crane 11199 
John Gib$Ql1 1908 
William Gnffith 1912 

!'olEV4 
Georg.e Heu~lis Campbell IB92 
Amos, Shearer 18~5 
Mn . .lane Forsyth 1898 
WlIIiarn Fors)-1h 1917 
Angul fi:K'syth 1944 

SW'-:.t 
Augtl;1uS Meredith NardO» Ul94 
RichatdCole-? 
Wilhllm Harmon 1915 

SEV4: 
Sarah Eunke Cole 1889 
Wil!iam H~n 1928 

A. M. Campbell 1892 
t A. Gaudin 1901 
R1ChMd Colt: 1906 
NichoLl~ Wyatt 1909 
.lames E W;au 1942 

NEV4 
Ben Wllhmn 1924 
Canada Pl::rmanent Moo, C{>. 1936 
1'hruna. W. W,~11 1944 
John WlIlilm S,e?h~n~on 1956-

SW\'4 
A. M. CampbelllB92 
J, A. Gaudm 1902 
RlcbJtd ("ole 1906 
Nicholas W;an 1909 
Thomas W. Wun 1942 
John WlIllam Stephenson 195& 

Do;mald MCCU31B ~ 
Mn. Don3id Mr.:Cu.:ug 1906 
H.lmll1on ?ronnciall..oln CO' 1914 
NlChl)!a~ W>an 1925 
.bmc:-s E W}au 19-42 

SECTION 25 
NWV4 
E M. Tt:nn}son 1894 
C,N.W.L Co. Ltd. 1&95 
E. W Cran~ 189'1 
W. H. AmJe) 1898 
RubeN Hanle)" 19>Xl 
Thoma~ Ha..'1lihon 1904 
Pt\.C"r and lacob E~au 1930 
Thom .. ~ Ha~ihon 1932 
Wa,htr T. HamillOtl 1941 
Alben A. l.amfW>l1 1948 
Cunu W. Crane t9S I 

NEV';: 
E. M. Tenn}~OI'l 1894 
M. E. Cran~ 1891 
A!e.tandcr John Crane: 1899 
Jv~ph ft Krl\l.l~ 191{) 
J_ L. Lamport 1913 
J. H. Kr:lU~e 1921 
J. L. Ul11port 1925 
RO)- L Lampoon 194 1 

SWV4 
Thomil) H;umhon 1&94-
Peter ;md ixoo E~au 1930 
Thoma~ HamJ!ton !932 

SEV'; 
Thom.3~ HilJluhon 1894 
Pt-ttt and J;;cob 8au 1930 
Tlm-mn H3ffliltoo 1932 

SECTION 26 
NWV4 
John Grifflth 1893 
Mil.!) Ann Onffilh 1894 
Willia."fi and Georgt: Griffith 189'1 
Witli:t.'"fI Griffith 1899 
Ate~ Tweed 1949 
Ah~e lla Long 1953 
Gten Archibald Long '"' 

NEIIJ 
W_J.Smnh 19()) 
R. E, Denny 19iJ3 
William Griffith 1905 
Alex Tweed 1949 
Alice Ila Long 1953 
Glen i\rthlb.,'l!d Long? 

SW~"" 
John Griffith 1893 
William Griffith 1902 
E, W. Crane IS1-2) 1903 
John Gib~OfllSl-2) 1907 
Wilham Griffnh 1911 
Alt:x Tweed 1949 
Alice Long 1953 
Glen Aft"hihald Long: 

SEV4 
C. N. Reid? 
Louis h,:.rs\lU 1899 
R, N. W}lin 1909 
John W. Wyatt 1942 
William J Harmon 1945 

SECTION 2i 
NWV4 
H, Wil!t:um 1894 
Canadilln N.w' Land Co. 1894 
Harvey S)'lvt:~er Brown 19<Xl 
W, 1. Brown 1902 
William Baumgarten 1916 
Ols.tr Hammond and Nanlo!) 1935 
Wi!li.l.ffl BaornSM'len 1936 
O$ler H;Jm, ... .ood and NanlOn 1944-
E, Bailey 1949 
Glady> M. Long 1953 

NEV4 
H. Wdlj:un~ 1894 
Calladian N, W. Land Co_ 1894 
W. 1- Brown 1901 
Wi!li.un 811Umi!an~n 1916 
Oher Hamm(J~Q ,HId Nanlon 1935 
William Baum$a.1el'l 1936 
Osler Hammond and N:rnwn 1944: 
E. Baile), 1949 
Gladys M. Long 1953 

SWV~ 

Colin Wrn. McLenoon 1&92 
RichlId Cole 1003 
W. J Brown 190i 
Wi!I:.un aaumgantn 1916 
W,1. and. Lillie M. Brown 1935 
W.J. B~il193b 
Dou!llas Herlxn Wn::n 1949 

S£1/4 
Wm.lamo:::o. Wrigltt 189--1 
W.1. Brown 1898 
W,lbam B.:Nffi$wtn 1916-
Ol$l:r Hammond :md !'.Janlon 1'135-
William B,wmganen 1936 
Ch-Ier Hammond ;md NatllOO 194J. 
E. l3ailty 1949 
(jlady~ M.. Long 1953 



SECTION 28 Tom Rfidtw:y Hawkin\ 194& SEV4 SWV4 ~C'hri~ B.zwngUltn 1930 SWV4 
NWV< Wm. Jr. u.d Did:. Humoo 19:13 Oa',id WMd 1903 Du~J.fI Mr:Rae iHf 1898 Albert ThomlXOn 19S1 John Wm. S!ewan 1892 
WIlliam SmIth 1899 N. 1. Dli\'i~ 1907 Gl\iM Ch.am.hctt.in CiU"S(;~lkn 1898 Anna P.\ulir." Thompwn t963 WHliam Paxton 1902 SEV4 

Andrew GriefWn 1913 £>JI'K&n McRae 1"899 Canada Rum Loan 1942 
NEV4 Anhur Twi~s. Bnxkrid: 19(() 

Mrs. E. J. Smith 1928 tnntC'1 MeR:I( 11XK) SEll .. W, ?uton 11148 
A. O. CU1(ai!tn. M.D. 1899 P. Shootr 1905 Nlti(1.n;1i Tru\t Cn. 19)6 Al'ld~v.- Gnu<;On 1903 L. RobllUOI'! 13112 Murrilll Paxlan 19S1 
H S, Brown 1900 P. S~ler aMI E. R. Met 1906 

Hln\ Je1\~tl 1949 Gn:tl West Lifc Au •. Co. 1932 Can. N. W. Land Co. 1897 
A. D, Cancallen 1902 E, R. Me<: 1907 

William ~s 1963 Ellin! fW.er!.Ofl 1941 A, E. Thompwn 1898 SEV4 
Arthur Wmi 1904 Tom Rcodnq Ha .. 'kin~ 1948 Huwaro Goforth 1"95Q hmc-~ Bacon 1899 William FOrsythe? 
Wm.l Smilh 1910 Witham G. Sl.trlin,g: I<iS2 ElImg Ptdct'\OO 19S1 WiUi:tm 8:;t(»n 19m Can. N.W. Land Co. 1893 

Wm. f. Cr,J.ik 1955 SECTION 31 .bmei 8acon 1911 Mkhatl Kart (Km) 1897 
SWV4 Wilham G. Sterling 1%2 NWV4 

SEV4 C'hri\ Baumgarten 1930 T S. Menary 1901 
WItham Smith IBW 

kiM Ctwnpioo 189) 
0, MeRae 11XX) Alben Thom~ 1951 R. E. Denny 1904 

SB'4 FtI'1:> C'hvnpion 1904 
Andrl:'wGrierS<ln 1'903 Ann;t P:iU!ifU ThQm~on 1963 WilliAm Pluton 1906-

SECTION 30 Oreal Weu lift Au. Co. 1932 Ctlnadian ftIrm Loan 1942 H. S Bmwn 19(X) NWi/4 EUiot and Alben Stroud 1949 Elling P\:\knoo 1941 W" Jiblon VMS A, D. Cat;Cantfll902 T. f. Gn.h.tm 1903 
W:IJ'l't"n J3mes. Tcnn)"loOn 1961 HolIItVd Golonh 19S0 SECTION 34 Murrina ?ulon 1951 AnhufWa.rdIq().t 

F. A. Thompson 1905 Dou~l;U, L Bied i%$l Ellin$ ffikJ'S()n 19.51 NV,tV4 
Wm. 1. SmIth 1910 
Mr._ C, 1 Smith. 1927 1I»cpb Watlon 1906 NEV< l. 1. To~nt,end 1947 

H C Si~n I90S funk Lobban 1:892 SECTION ») 
NE>'! G. H. W;a;lIon 1911 O5.lerHa.m..tllOOd t&9S NWV4 SECTION 36 

H. C. Sntith 1912 Frat,}; Utbban 190:) WeilC}' Jo!lIS94 Cecil E. Parter 1944 
NWV4 

SECTION 29 Nathan Hou1ol! 19H E.d ..... &Jd~n:idc 1952 Can. N,W. Land Co, 1891 SWV4 AnglJ~ FonjUtic, 19-36 
NWW RbodcUa Slmpwn 1944 

SWV4 
E. H. Ud~!cr 1898 L. 1. Town!>efld 1l}4;7 Owlet fon)'th(c) 1946 

Arthur Twhs Brodcrid 1900 0\'10: and MaKd Pdletiet 1949- C"fI. N,W UndCo. U\99 
P; SmxlCl' 1905 John CMmpion IS9J ihomu C Bullock 1900 NtV< 
P. Shouer and E. R. M« 1906 NEil" Ptrey Chvnpioo 1904 Robert Mum)" 1905 P.tl'ktr 1944 W:Jl!cr For.yth 1936 
E, R.M~I~7 o..vl$Wwl903 Elliot and Alben Stroud 1949 Allan Murray 1928- Lcwi1 Fooj'th 1938 
Tom Rodno:) Hll .. \;iM IfMS N. ), m\-i, 1901 Wanen.b.me~ TCIlr.}S(!u 1%1 Mi$~ Annie Mumy 19311 William Hurly For.;'1h 1941 
Wm, Jr. and Dkk H:vmoo 19.H Andmor Gricr~n 1913 {)qulI!"\ L Bird 1968 Orv,d E. PMket 19S2 SECTION 35 Ang\ll Fonyth 1942 

Mn. E, 1. Smith 192& NW~<4 Cbllrlc~ Forsyth 1~6 
NEV4 Naliol\ll! Trull Co, 19)6 SEV4 NIW4 John Wm. Stewart 18li2 
Arthur T\\olu Brodene\; 1900 Ha..'l~ Jenl.Cn 194:9 FtW.l..ohban 1892 t. Robin\OO 11192 WIiIWri P.ulon 1902 SWV4 
P. ShOOtr 1905 Wl!lum Adam\ 1963 OsJcr Hammond 1m C&fl. N.W, LaodCo.1897 ('aNd" Fum Loan t942 William Fcr,g:u~on ~ 
R Shoncr ar.d E, R. Mee 1906-

SWV4 
Frank l..obbln J9(X) E, H. Udilcr 1898 W. PluIOIl 1948 William Eym 1893 

£. R" Met! 1907 Ed .... an:1 Vcrekk: 1952 Can. N.W. t.an.:.:I Co. 1899 Mturilla P.ulon 1951 Ow-lu Law!/:)' 1902 
Tom Rodnc) HlIllr>k1u\ Iwa T. E Gnlwn 1903 'Thomn C. 8ull«k 1900 A. M. CaJropbelll'Xl4 
WIlham G. Stediuf,: 1952 F. A. Tlw.)lnp!oOO 1905 Robert Murr:t}' I90S NEV4 l L. Umport 1906 
Wm. F. Cr;aii. 19S5 J.o..cph W¥/1on 1906 SEC'TION 32 Allan Mum} 1928 William Fonythe : Roy L Lamport 1957 
Wilham G_ Slt'rlin! 1962 H. C. SlmpYJn 1908 NWV4 Ory", t, Patttr 1951 Ciln. N. W. Und Co. ISqJ 

G, H. Wahon 191t MI'!>. JeMie Polwonh 1944 William E)'t1'S fEyresI 1&93 SEV..t 
swv4 H. C. Smith i9U .lamc1 Andmw Palwroh 1951 SWV< Owb Lawley 1002 Wit!iam Eyt:r. 189) 
Arthur T\\ol\$ Brodt:nc\; 1900 Nathan Hou~ 1911 "lIlO E. Thompwa 1898 A. M. Cilmpbclll904 Ctwlt\ !.,.:owlcy 1902 
P. SIMler 1905 Rho<klla Simpwn 1944 NEt'"' .b.me1 Bacon 19(X} J. l. Lamport 19()6. A. M. Campbell 1904 
p, Shooe. wi E. R. M¢t 1906 O..-H:Ic and Marcd Pellelier 1949 Mf). Jennit PolIlr>'Of1h 1944 WiIIi:w Bacon 1910 Roy L Lampor; 1956 1 L. Umport 1906 
E, R. Mce 1907 lobn Franklin Clatk 1966 .bmc\ AMmo;- Pcl ... unh 1951 ~BaconJlIII ttle( lto:tlJ Puc 1959 Roy l. Lampno: 1957 
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Excerpts from "Early Settlements and 
Townsites along the Souris River" 
by H. H. Saunderson 

Five years residence on the banks of the Souris 
River in the 1880's brought me tales of various town
sites that had been laid out along its shores in the 
early days of white settlement. 

Of these townsites, Melita, Hartney, Souris and 
Wawanesa still flourish, and their early history either 
has been written or will, no doubt, be written by 
people much more competent than I. Consequently, I 
purpose confining my attention in this article to a few 
other townsites that were located along the course of 
the river in the early days, and subsequently passed 
out of existence. 

It is a well established fact that from the very 
early days of white settlement in Manitoba, and even 
before that era, the Souris River was used as a high
way of travel. During the later 1840's a joint Com
mission, appointed by the British and United States 
Governments, was engaged in surveying and mark
ing the boundary line between Canada and the United 
States of America across the prairie region, and the 
supplies required by that Commission were trans
ported by horses and wagons, which established a 
well-beaten trail as the Commission proceeded far
ther and farther West. An inquisitive Canadian once 
asked a British member of that Commission why this 
Commission Trail seemed to lie for most of its length 
on the Northern side of the boundary line instead of 
the Southern, and was informed that it was from 
considerations of safety. Shortly prior to the com
mencement of this work American troops had been 
engaged in a desultory war with the Sioux Indians, 
and the red man lost no opportunity to get even with 
the Americans. On the other hand the relations be
tween representatives of the British Government and 
the Indian tribes had been usually quite friendly. Not 
knowing much of the character of the soil of this 
region or its capabilities, the British Government was 
anxious to get as much information of this nature as 
possible, and sent Inspectors along with the Com
mission to take field notes of the country for twelve 
miles North of the boundary line day by day as the 
survey progressed. The members of this branch of the 
service usually started out alone each morning with 
no protection save a red cloth around their hats for 
identification, and it was reported that every man 
returned at night in safety. On the other hand if an 
American strayed even a mile from the survey line he 
was almost certain to be shot at, although the Com
mission was accompanied by a regiment of American 
soldiers. 

While rivers such as the Souris were of great 
assistance to those engaged in the fur trade and 
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exploration, they were a real obstacle to the Bound
ary Commission teamsters; consequently a careful 
survey had to be made of each stream for a suitable 
ford. When they came to the Souris River they were 
fortunate in finding a spot about ten miles North of 
the border where there was not only a gravel bottom 
all the way across, but where the soft banks on each 
side of the stream seemed to have been worn down by 
the immense herds of Buffalo that were still roaming 
the plains, furnishing an easy approach to the ford 
from each side of the river. For this reason Sourisford 
became well known to all Boundary Commission 
teamsters, and subsequently to the incoming settlers 
both East and West. 

The records of the Post Office Department of 
Canada show that a Post Office was opened under the 
name of Sourisford on June 1st, 1884, but I can find 
no record of any townsite of that name. However, a 
townsite was surveyed a short distance North, on 
Section 26-2-27, and a Plan of Subdivision of the SV2 
and NWV2 of that section, made by Carbert & Lett, 
D.L.S., was filed in the Souris River Registry Office 
on March 11th, 1882, under the name of Souris City. 
The records of the Manitoba Legislature mention an 
Order-in-Council being passed on July 6th, 1882, for 
the removal of the Registrar's Office for the Electoral 
Division of Souris River from Deloraine to the town 
of Souris on the NWY4 of Section 26-2-27. Mr. 1. P. 
Alexander, who was Registrar at the time, built a 
house and office on this new townsite and he and his 
family took up residence there, but this apparently 
was the extent of the town, although it was reported 
that lots in this townsite were being sold all the way 
from Manitoba to the Maritime Provinces. The pub
lished prospectus said "being in the midst of a splen
did agricultural district it will soon become an 
important manufacturing centre" and "situated as it 
is on the banks of the Souris River, it is connected by 
water with Brandon, Winnipeg and Emerson". As 
there was already a townsite further down the Souris 
River registered under the name of Souris City, the 
one situated in 2-27 never became well known and 
soon passed out of existence. On September 26th, 
1916, John Crerar obtained an Order from Judge 
Cumberland cancelling this Plan. 
*Editor's note: 

According to some of the old timers and refer
ences in the old papers, this embryo town was also 
called "Souriapolis". 

Manchester 
As settlement spread Northward from Sourisford 

a secondary settlement was formed near the con
fluence of Graham Creek and the Souris River. 
Amongst the early homesteaders in this vicinity were 



Messrs. A. M. Livingstone, Dr. Sinclair and John 
Dobbyn, who arrived in 1881. In the spring of 1882 
Messrs. H. J. Archibald, John Findlay, George and 
Edward Sterling and J. W. Mode1and moved West 
from Morden. Dr. Sinclair had part of the NWY4 of 
Section 36-3-27 surveyed as a townsite and a Plan of 
Subdivision was registered in the Souris River Regis
try Office on March 28th, 1882, as Plan No.2, under 
the name of Manchester. We are told that lots in the 
town of Manchester were sold in Winnipeg. In 1883 
Mr. R. M. Graham started a small store in the town, 
and in 1884 the residents of the district petitioned the 
Dominion Government to have a Post Office opened 
in this embryo city. The petitioners were advised that 
a Post Office would be opened there, but as there was 
already a post office named Manchester, a different 
name would have to be chosen. (see Post Office 
history). When eventually a railway line was built 
from Brandon to the district and crossed the Souris 
River just East of the Manchester townsite, a station 
was placed on Section 1-4-27 and named Melita, and 
the buildings which had been erected in the town of 
Manchester were moved over to the new townsite 
which sprang up around the railway station. In due 
course Plans of Subdivision of the townsite of Melita 
were registered in the Souris River Registry Office as 
Nos. 5 and 6, and the town of Manchester ceased to 
be. 

Dobbyn City 
One of the enterprising pioneers who came to the 

Melita district in 1881 was John Dobbyn, who was 
accompanied that spring by his adult son, Richard, 
and selected a homestead on the East side of the 
Souris River on Section 32-3-26. After spending part 
of that summer on the homestead the two Dobbyns 
returned to Ontario in the autumn. The following 
spring John Dobbyn returned, bringing other mem
bers of his family and a quantity of household goods, 
and detrained at Brandon. His son, Richard, who 
was already a married man and comfortably estab
lished on an Ontario farm, did not return with his 
Father, though he came to the Melita district some 
years later and spent many years there. 

It was the general belief of the settlers around the 
Manchester district that a railway line would be built 
from the vicinity of Brandon Southwest along the 
Souris River, and John Dobbyn estimated it would 
cross the river nearly opposite his homestead; - why 
not establish a town there in anticipation of its arriv
al? so being a man of action he had a townsite 
surveyed, but apparently a Plan was never registered 
in the Registry Office. However, it was duly adver
tised, and in the Manitoba Free Press on March 20th, 
1882, appeared the following news item: "The spot-

36 

Pl'ovinciallodge.of the United A.~W;P" . 
era.n.0e'~iit~; .' 

Forty Years Ago Today-1882 
Jas. Whan sold 105 Dobbyn city 

lots at prices ranging '~rom $40 to 
$65.---Harvey C; Simpson purchased 
two lots in block 17 ,Ross street, for 
$1600.-A municipal election held in 
the east ward bf Winnipeg to fill 
the vacancy caused by the resigna
tion of Ald. McGregor' resulted in 
the return of A. McNee .by 54 ma
jority.-. The worst snow blocka.de of 
the season is on; trains are all be
hind time. 

Taken from Free Press, March 20, 1922. 

light of real estate interest was now turned upon a 
place called "Dobbyn City", Manitoba, where as
siduous auctioneers were selling lots as low as 
$40.00 and as high as $85.00." 

The railway was afterwards built nearly as antici
pated, but the river was crossed about a mile further 
North, and the station was located on the West side of 
the river instead of the East side. As a consequence 
Dobbyn City became another of the "has beens." 

The Coultervale Cemetery 
from "Sourisford and Area 1879" 

The Coultervale Cemetery was surveyed in 1898 
and located on the N.W. comer of 22-1-27. A great 
many of the pioneers of the area have been laid to rest 
there. A cemetery committee supported by the resi
dents of the district keeps the cemetery in good 
condition. 

Melita Cemetery 
In September, 1892 the municipal council com

pleted the purchase of nine acres of land from Mr. T. 
D. Sturgeon, and had it surveyed for a cemetery. This 
cemetery is located about a mile west of Melita on a 
bank of the creek - high and dry. Lots no. 144 to 170 
inclusive were set aside in 1899 for paupers and 
strangers. 

In October 1904 at a Board of Trade meeting, G. 
L. Dodds and A. B. Estlin were appointed to look 
into the matter of proper caretaking of the cemetery. 
Consequently two members were appointed from 
Arthur Municipality, two from town council and four 



members met with the Board of Trade committee in 
October. The committee consisted of W. Kilkenny 
and J. Williams - Arthur Municipality; C. P. Estlin 
and T. W. Sturgeon - Town of Melita; G. L. Dodds 

Melita Board of Trade; Mayor Estlin in the chair 
and A. B. Estlin as secretary. 

In August 1907 the Arthur Council gave $400 for 
construction of a vault and improvements to Melita 
Cemetery. The morgue was built in 1908 by Johnston 
and Pope. Lots sold for $2 per grave. 

In June 1925, 50 roots of peony, iris and bleeding 
heart, were donated by "Peony Farm", Portage La 
Prairie to the Cemetery board. In the fall of 1927, 
1000 tulip bulbs were planted. 

By 1936 the appearance of the cemetery had 
suffered extensively from drought. Nathan House 
was to supervise the cemetery that year. 

The rough iron gates were built into the fence 
about 1969. This project was undertaken by the Re
bekah Lodge in honor of their 60th Anniversary. 

In 1982 the responsibility of the cemetery falls to 
the rural council, who in turn bill half the expenses to 
the town on an annual basis. 

Some of the caretakers have been Mr. Storey, 
Mrs. Lodwick, Percy Loucks, Glen Gordon, Herb 
Pickett and George Anderson. 

Municipal Government 
taken from "Sourisford and Area From 1879" 

The first settlers had many problems that they had 
to deal with on an individual basis but they also had 
problems that had to be dealt with by the population 
at large. One of the most important of these was the 
establishment of some kind of municipal govern
ment. As many of the earlier settlers came from 
eastern Canada, mainly Ontario, it was only natural 
that they were inclined towards setting up the munic
ipal units on a county basis as was done in Ontario. 

The first administrative unit set up for south
western Manitoba was the Turtle Mountain Land 
District, provided for by Order-in-Council on April 
14, 1880. Its authority extended from range 15W and 
included the first five rows of townships north from 
the International boundary. It was administered from 
the lands office at Old Deloraine, on 19-2-22. 

When the Manitoba lands were under the juris
diction of the federal government as part of the 
North-West Territories, the formation of municipal 
units was left to local initiative which only resulted in 
four municipal units being set up. When the land in 
this area was annexed to the province of Manitoba, 
the settlers in this area had no say in the matter in 
either the framework or functions of the munic
ipalities they were to operate, as they came under the 
Manitoba Municipal Act of 1880. This western part 
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of the province was annexed to the former small 
province in 1881 and by an act of the Manitoba 
Legislature in May of 1881 chapter nine established 
Rural Municipality No. 30 or Souris River, and chap
ter 10, The Rural Municipality of Turtle Mountain, 
No. 31. The Souris River municipality was to take in 
the first six rows of townships in ranges 23 to 29 and 
Turtle Mountain the first six rows of townships in 
ranges 17 to 22. 

A second act was passed in 1881, in an attempt to 
institute in Manitoba a system of county government 
for inter-municipal activities. This divided the added 
south-western territories into two counties, Turtle 
Mountain and Souris River. Until the popUlation 
warranted separate county administration, these two 
were to be grouped with Brandon and Dennis count
ies for county purposes, the whole to be known as 
Brandon county. A third act placed this large county 
within The Western Judicial District for judicial pur
poses. 

These large municipal governments proved to be 
too large for a warden and six councillors to adminis
ter directly, in an area that was just developing and 
where communications were poor. An act of the 
legislature passed in 1883 set up four municipalities 
within the county of Turtle Mountain and four in the 
county of Souris River. The four in Souris River 
were: Medora, Arthur, Inchiquin and Brenda. Each 
municipality countained nine townships. Medora's 
boundaries were ranges 24, 25, 26, townships 1, 2, 
3. Arthur's were ranges 27, 28, 29, townships 1, 2, 3. 
Inchiquin's were ranges 27,28,29, townships 4,5, 
6, and Brenda's ranges 24,25,26, townships 4,5,6. 
With the coming into effect of this act, elections were 
held immediately in all the municipalities except 
Inchiquin which never became organized. James 
Downie was the first reeve elected under these 
boundaries for the municipality of Arthur. 

These frequent changes in municipal boundaries 
were an attempt to find the size of municipal unit that 
would best serve the needs of a new area with dif
ferent needs for the populations of the different areas 
included in the general Souris River area. 

The nine township municipalities did not prove to 
be satisfactory at this stage of the area's development. 
Consequently by an act of the Legislature passed in 
1890 the municipal boundaries were redrawn and 
Arthur was enlarged to include ranges 26,27,28,29. 
Townships one to six inclusive. These were the 
boundaries of Arthur Municipality until 1905 when it 
was divided into the three municipalities of the pres
ent, Albert, Edward and Arthur. Arthur's boundaries 
are ranges 26 and 27 townships 1 to 4 inclusive. 

The duties and responsibilities delegated to these 
early municipalities by the provincial government 



included building and maintaining bridges, roads, 
establishing and supporting school districts, collect
ing municipal and school taxes, and other duties such 
as weed control, health inspection, relief and stray 
animals. In 1883 further powers were granted to the 
municipalities, including, power to bonus industries 
and railways by cash donations and by tax exemp
tions for any number of years. Councils could sub
scribe for any number of shares of stock in payment 
of any sum borrowed by an incorporated railway. 
They could also endorse or guarantee the debentures 
of a railway company, they could issue debentures for 
stipulated purposes, could grant loans in aid of rail
ways and issue debentures to provide them, and 
could encourage local industries by granting bonuses 
or exemptions from taxation. In a special section of 
the act the amount of assistance to railways was 
limited to 25 cents an acre within a municipality 
actually alienated from the crown. Arthur munic
ipality never seems to have become involved in rail
way assistance but they did bonus a grist mill and 
after trying for some years to finance expensive im
provements by special levies they resorted to issuing 
long term debentures for public works. 

The providing of municipal services in a newly 
settled area presented many problems for the early 
councils because their area was more thinly popu
lated than the municipalities further east and was 
ated than the municipalities further east and was 
more subject to crop failures due to periodic 
droughts. This resulted in the municipality being 
called on every few years to assist farmers in the 
purchase of seed grain and fodder and, of course, in 
these dry years tax collections were greatly reduced 
while the need for essential service such as schools 
and better roads remained the same. These periodic 
crop failures from one cause or another persisted 
through until the failures of 1930 to 1936 which were 
the longest continuous stretch of crop failures experi
enced to that date or since. This was accompanied by 
a world wide depression when there was almost com
plete breakdown in markets for agricultural products 
at a profitable price level. The livestock population of 
Arthur as well as that of adjoining municipalities was 
decimated. Any herds that survived had to be 
shipped out of the area for pasture and winter feed. 
These conditions were beyond the financial capacity 
of the affected municipalities to deal with so the 
senior provincial and federal governments had to 
come to their assistance in providing relief for most 
of the citizens and in providing seed and feed and 
tractor fuel to sow limited amounts of crop in the 
hope of a more favorable year and also the cost of 
freighting livestock and people to more fortunate 
areas of the province. The senior governments be-
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cause of the prevailing depression and widespread 
unemployment were themselves hard pressed to offer 
much assistance, but because they had greater bor
rowing power they were able to help the country and 
municipalities to survive. As more favorable years 
returned, the municipalities in south-western Man
itoba including Arthur were faced with large debts 
due to the Province making the necessary financial 
advances to the municipalities to allow them to meet 
the extraordinary demands made on them during this 
period. The situation of the farmers following these 
years was serious. Much of the land was now either 
owned or controlled by mortgage companies and 
most farmers were faced with rebuilding their farm 
operations with very limited resources. 

In view of these facts, and to allow for a more 
rapid recovery for this area the Provincial Govern
ment convened a cabinet meeting in Melita attended 
by the affected municipalities to try and work out a 
course of action that could speed the recovery of this 
section of Manitoba. As a result of this meeting the 
Province agreed to cancel the debts of the Munic
ipalities to the Province for relief payments and ad
vances for seed and feed and other debts owed by the 
municipalities to the province because of the con
dition that prevailed from 1930 to 1936. At the same 
time the federal Government established a reclama
tion farm north of Melita to experiment with cultural 
practices and grain varieties and alternate crops suit
able for the area, to minimize the effects of drought 
in the future. Fortunately these conditions have not 
been repeated to any degree to the present time. 

With the return to better crops and economic 
conditions the municipality was able to collect most 
of tax arrears and were able to move ahead with other 
projects such as upgrading and improving the whole 
municipal road system and gradually introducing 
new municipal services for the residents. 

The idea of creating a system of County govern
ments for Manitoba has not been realized to this 
time. This does not mean that there had not been 
inter-municipal undertakings, but rather than rigid 
County boundaries for participating in inter-munic
ipal projects, the municipalities seemed to prefer to 
enter into joint projects as best suited the needs and 
convenience of their residents. Sometimes a munic
ipality would have a geographical division of their 
municipality in hospital or other services districts. 
There have been attempts over the years to introduce 
large municipalities but these have been rejected by 
the municipalities. 

At this time there is in effect in Arthur, agree
ments with one or more other municipalities for a 
Weed Control Board, Hospital District, Senior Cit
izens Home, Personal Care Home, Ambulance Ser-



vice, Library SerVice, Arena, Recreation Area, and 
Fire protection and Veterinary Services. 

Keeping in mind the sparse population compared 
to other agricultural areas in the province of this area 
we enjoy a good level of municipal services and 
institutions. 

To carryon municipal government over the years 
has required councillors to take time from their own 
farms or other occupations to carryon the minicipal 
work. Arthur municipality has been well served by 
the councillors chosen to represent it over the years. 
In the earlier years there were annual elections for 
council so there were frequent changes in personnel. 
The following is a list of councillors for his area as 
accurate as possible from records still available. 

Reeves and Councillors of Arthur Municipality 
Wards 1,2 and 3; Townships 1, 2 and 3; Range 27,28 and 29 
1884 Reeve James Downie; Councillors - Amos 

Snyder, J. B. Elliot, T. H. Johnston, Andrew Lyle, 
W. 1. Brockinton, Joseph Dann 

1885 Reeve - James Downie; Councillors A. N. 
Atkinson, A. Snyder, George Sterling, A. Lyle, R. 
J. Medd, H. Dann. 

1886 Reeve - 1. L. Campbell; Councillors - Wm. 
Essensa, 1. W. Crawford, P. B. Reekie, George 
Sterling, G. F. Gale, Thomas Fanning 

1887 Reeve J. L. Campbell; Councillors 1. W. 
Henderson, Amos Snyder, W. H. Stratton, G. F. 
Gale 

1888 Reeve 1. L. Campbell; Councillors - 1. W. 
Henderson, Amos Snyder, W. H. Stratton, G. F. 
Gale 

1889 Reeve - 1. L. Campbell; Councillors - John 
McKague, John Elliot, 1. W. Crawford, G. F. Gale 

1890 Reeve - G. F. Gale; Councillors John 
McKague, R. G. Skelton, Frank Campbell, Wm. 
Bates 

1891 Reeve A. M. Livingston; Councillors 1. A. 
McKague, Frank Campbell, H. Cook, 1. W. 
Modeland, James Livesley, H. Detwiler 

1892 Reeve - A. M. Livingston; Councillors - J. A. 
McKague, Frank Campbell, H. Cook, George 
Bell, James Livesley, H. Detwiler 

1893 Reeve - Alex Trerice; Councillors Richard 
Storey, Andrew Lyle, M. J. Bastard, George Bell, 
I M. Hunter, W. E. Oberlin 

1894 Reeve - Alex Trerice; Councillors - Allan Sla
ter, George Connor, E. H. Belfry, 0. Johnston, W. 
Kilkenny, W. E. Oberlin 

1895 Reeve George L. Dodds; Councillors James 
Downie, R. J. Dobbyn, E. H. Belfry, George Con
nor, T. D. Munro, 1. C. Misener 

1896 Reeve George L. Dodds; Councillors - J. B. 
Elliot, 1. W. Henderson, Ed. Sterling. R. J. Dob
byn,1. C. Misener, T. D. Munro 

1897 Reeve - George L. Dodds; Councillors - R. 1. 
Dobbyn, Ed. Sterling, Allan Slater, J. W. Hender
son, 1. C. Misener, Andrew Grierson 

1898 Reeve - Geo. L. Dodds; Councillors - Allan 
Slater, 1. W. Henderson, Ed. Sterling, 1. 1. Ander
son, W. Kilkenny, Andrew Grierson 

1899 Reeve - R. J. Dobbyn; Councillors 1. A. 
McKague, 1. W. Henderson, Alf. Gould, John 
Stewart, W. Kilkenny, 1. F. McLaren 
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1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909-1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923-1924 

1925 

1926-1927 

1928 

1929-1931 

1931 
1932-1934 

Reeve - R. 1. Dobbyn; Councillors - John 
McKague,1. W. Henderson, W. S. Kenner, John 
Stewart, W. Kilkenny. J. F. McLaren 
Reeve - 1. W. Henderson; Councillors E. H. 
Attridge, Charles Reid, W. S. Kenner, H. E. May
cock, William Kilkenny, J. F. McLaren 
Reeve 1. 1. Anderson; Councillors - E. H. 
Attridge, Charles Reid, George Cuthbert, James 
McConnell,1. C. Misener, 1. F. McLaren 
Reeve - 1. 1. Anderson; Councillors - Joseph 
Downie, 1. W. Henderson, 1. W. Riddell, John 
Williams, W. Kilkenny, 1. F. McLaren 
Reeve - 1. 1. Anderson; Councillors Joseph 
Downie, R. R. Armstrong, 1. W. Riddell. John 
Williams, W. Kilkenny, 1. F. McLaren 
Reeve - Wm. Kilkenny; Councillors E. H. 
Attridge, 1. W. Henderson, 1. H. Haight, Robert 
Sterling, T. A. Fraser, 1. F. McLaren 
Reeve John Williams; Councillors John 
Smart, D. Day, Robert Sterling, John Kain 
Reeve - R. 1. Dobbyn; Councillors - John 
Smart, Alf. Gould, Robert Sterling, John Kain 

Reeve - R. 1. Dobbyn; Councillors S. D. 
Hannah, AIr. Gould, 1. R. Skelton, C. W. Clement 
Reeve S. D. Hannah; Councillors H. 
Thompson, Alf Gould, J. R. Skelton, John Krun 
Reeve - S. D. Hannah; Councillors - 1. W. 
Robson, Alf. Gould, 1. R. Skelton, John Krun 
Reeve S. D. Hannah; Councillors - James 
Robson. 1. H. Shantz, F. Merritt, John Krun 

Reeve - S. D. Hannah; Councillors - James 
Robson, 1. H. Shantz, F. Merritt, Alex Strachan 
Reeve Robert Sterling; Councillors - James 
Robson,1. H. Shantz, F. Merritt, Alex Strachan 
Reeve - Robert Sterling; Councillors - H. 
Thompson, 1. H. Shantz, F. Merritt, R. G. Penson 
Reeve - Robert Sterling; Councillors - H. 
Thompson,1. H. Shantz, W. Allan, R. G. Penson 

Reeve-J. H. Shantz; Councillors-E. Strange. 
1. A. Westover, W. Allen, R. G. Penson 
Reeve - 1. H. Shantz; Councillors - E. Strange, 
A. Miller, W. Allan, R. G. Penson 
Reeve - James Robson; Councillors - E. 
Strange, A. Miller, W. Allan, R. G. Penson 
Reeve - 1. McCallum; Councillors - E. Strange. 
A. Miller, Andrew Grierson, R. G. Penson 
Reeve 1. McCallum; Councillors - E. J. 
Kontzie, A. Miller, Andrew Grierson, R. G. Pen
son 
Reeve - William Allan; Councillors - E. 1. 
Kontzie, A. Miller, Thomas Loucks, R. G. Penson 
Reeve - William Allan; Councillors E. 1. 
Kontzie, R. G. Penson, Alex Miller, Thomas 
Loucks 
Reeve William Allan; Councillors - G. W. 
Neumann, Alex Miller, Thomas Loucks, R. G. 
Penson 
Reeve William Allan; Councillors - G. W. 
Neumann, R. 1. C. Atkinson, Thomas Loucks, R. 
G. Penson 
Reeve - William Allan; Councillors - G. W. 
Neumann, G. A. Downey, Thomas Loucks, R. G. 
Penson 
Reeve-I. McCallum; Councillors-G. W. Neu
mann, G. A. Downey, Thomas Loucks, I. Arthur 
Ross 
Sec. Treas. V. C. Farrow 
Reeve - James A. Ross; Councillors - G. W. 



1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940-1942 

1943-1945 

1946 

1947 

1948-1949 

1950-1952 

1953 

Neumann, G. A. Downey, Thomas Loucks, F. W. 
Wood 
Reeve - James A. Ross; Councillors G. C. 
Forster, G. A. Downey, T. S. Loucks, F. W. Wood 
Reeve - James A. Ross; Councillors - G. C. 
Forster, G. A. Downey, T. S. Loucks, Bruce Wil
son 
Reeve James A. Ross; Councillors G. C. 
Forster, A. E. Cameron, T. S. Loucks, Bruce Wil
son 
Reeve James A. Ross; Councillors G. C. 
Forster, A. E. Cameron, T. S. Loucks, George 
Hassett 
Reeve - James A. Ross; Councillors - G. C. 
Forster, E. Renwick, T. S. Loucks, George Hassett 
Reeve - T. S. Loucks; Councillors G. C. 
Forster, George Hassett, E. Renwick, William 
Harmon 
Reeve G, C, Forster; Councillors 0. S, 
Young, George Hassett, E. Renwick, William 
Harmon 
Reeve-G. C. Forster; Councillors Keith Mil
lar, George Hassett, E. Renwick, William Harmon 
Reeve G. C. Forster; Councillors Keith Mil
lar, George Hassett, W. A. Bell, William Harmon 
Reeve-G. C. Forster; Councillors-Keith Mil
lar, M. 0. Foster, W. A. Bell, William Harmon 
Reeve - G, C. Forster; Councillors - K, Millar, 
Ogle Whitley, W, A. Bell, William Harmon 
Reeve-G. C. Forster; Councillors K. Millar, 
W. A, Bell, William Harmon, F. C. Penson 

Farming with Horses 

Alex Cheyne's horse-powered plough. 

This is a crop? Jim Yeo salvaging what he could with a mower. 
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1954-1956 

1957-1962 

1963-1964 

1965-1966 

1967 

1968-1970 

1971-1972 

1973-1975 

1976-1979 

1980 

1981-1982 

Reeve - G. C. Forster; Councillors - K. E. 
Millar, W. A. Bell, Robert Banks, F. C. Penson 
Reeve G, C. Forster; Councillors - K. E. 
Millar, A. E. Andrews, Robert Banks, F. C. Pen-
son 
Reeve G. C. Forster; Councillors - K. E. 
Millar, A. E. Andrews, Robert Banks, John 
McRae 
Reeve - G, C. Forster; Councillors - Henry 
Neumann, A. E, Andrews, Robert Banks, John 
McRae 
Reeve G. C. Forster; Councillors - H. Neu
mann, A. E. Andrews, G. R. Anderson, 1. W. 
McRae 
Reeve - A. E. Andrews; Councillors - H. Neu
mann, R. 1. Renwick, G. R. Anderson, 1. W. 
McRae 
Reeve - A. E. Andrews; Councillors J. W. 
Hainsworth, R. 1. Renwick, G. R. Anderson, 1. W. 
McRae 
Reeve A. E. Andrews; Councillors J. W. 
Hainsworth, R. 1. Renwick, G. R. Anderson, K. 
G. Bugg 
Reeve - R. 1. Ranwick; Councillors - 1. W. 
Hainsworth, C. I. Cole, 1. Harmon, K. G. Bugg 
Reeve - R. 1. Renwick; Councillors - O. F. 
Kontzie, C. I. Cole, 1. A. Harmon, K. G. Bugg 
Reeve R, 1. Renwick; Councillors F. W. 
Cheyne, C. I. Cole, 1. A. Harmon, K. G. Bugg 

Thanks to Melita's Tales and Trails to 1966 

Lunch break on the Forster farm at harvest time, 1919. 

Brockintons hauling grain to Melita about 1924. 



Tandem driving on Flemington farm. 

L.-R.: Harry Boscow, Doug Thompson, Wm. Clarke 1913. 

McCallum's horse power 1929. 

Melita Demonstration Farm - 1913 
November 6: Mr. S. A. Bedford, Deputy Minis

ter of Agriculture in the Manitoba Government was 
in town last week and located a government demon
stration farm in this district. It will be on the Fred 
Merret farm west of town and will face the main 
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Bev Robinson hauling grain. 

road. Forty acres just west of the house was secured. 
Mr. Bedford expressed himself as highly pleased 
with the location believing that he had secured a fair 
average of the soil in the district. 

Mr. Bedford said the plan of the government was 
to carry out at small cost, demonstration plots at 
various places in the province. The land will be 
divided into five acre plots and under a system of 
rotation of crops will be cropped every year. Experi
ments are to be carried on with fodder and root crops. 
Work on the plots will be done by the resident farmer 
under instructions from Mr. Bedford. Mr. Bedford, 
who for 18 years was superintendent of the Brandon 
Experimental Farm, and who also is a close student 
of agricultural life is undoubtedly the right man in the 
right place as Deputy Minister of Agriculture in this 
western province. For 30 years Mr. Bedford has 
studied conditions in the west. He is a firm believer in 
mixed farming as he points out one of the things 



which the demonstration farm will demonstrate will 
be the manner in which stock feed can be grown 
without diminishing the wheat product. To Mr. Lyle 
is due much of the credit for the establishment of this 
farm in this constituency. 

Reclamation Farm 
The Dominion Department of Agriculture 

(1935-1960), leased N 19-4-26, S 30-4-26 and 
29-4-26 just north of Melita to experiment in recla
mation of lands abandoned, and to determine the best 
cultural practices and cropping methods to prevent 
further serious drifting. 

Mr. H. A. Craig B.S.A., a graduate of the Uni
versity of Manitoba drafted plans and Mr. 1. Parker 
resided at the station to be in charge. 

History of the Reclamation Station Melita 
~en Dawley 
from Melita Tails & Thails 

The Reclamation Station, Melita, Manitoba, was 
established in 1935 under provisions of the Prairie 
Farm Rehabilitation Act investigating problems asso
ciated with drought and wind erosion in the Souris 
River basin. Large tracts of land in south-western 
Manitoba had been devastated by wind and wide 
areas were denuded of their vegetation. Over wide 
areas, the top soil which contains the natural fertility 
for crop production, was removed to varying degrees 
leaving exposed an infertile subsoil which during 
periods of below average rainfall is capable of sup
porting meagre crops. The site chosen for the Station 
is representative of the extensive area which has been 
severely eroded by wind. The Reclamation Station is 
operated as a substation and is supervised from the 
Experimental Farm, Brandon. 

Early observational investigations disclosed that, 
while the sandy nature of the top soil had a low water 
retention capacity as compared with the clay soils of 
the Carroll Clay Association or the Red River Valley 
soil types, ground water levels were relatively close 
to the surface. This indicated that forage crops such 
as brome grass, crested wheat grass, alfalfa and 
sweet clover would supply hay and pasture for live
stock because these crops were capable of sending 
down root systems which would feed from the nat
ural water table. At that time, it was postulated that 
trees would flourish in the region, provided they 
could be kept free from insects and disease. With 
these two important factors in mind, a basic plan was 
formed for the stabilization of soils in southern Man
itoba. 

The initial work undertaken included land level
ling, the stabilization of drift soil by seeding grasses 
and legumes, fall rye and other crops and tree plant-
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ing. During the ensuing years, the experimental 
work has been extended to include a wide field of 
crop production. The Station now includes 1440 
acres of rented land. The need for including livestock 
in the reclamation program became evident and in 
1941 a portion of the purebred Shorthorn herd from 
the Experimental Farm, Brandon, was transferred to 
Melita. The feeding of steers, heifers and bulls on an 
individual basis as part of the sire testing program 
had been underway for four years. 

Meteorological data have been recorded at the 
Reclamation Station since 1937. This data includes 
temperature, precipitation, wind velocity and in re
cent years evaporation from a free water suface. This 
information had been useful in relating crop produc
tion to climatological phenomena. 

The term reclamation implies that waste land is 
being brought under cultivation. The problems asso
ciated with such a program are many and the final 
solution to a successful conclusion of the program is 
often hampered by factors not anticipated. Soils are 
composed of great hosts of living things and in the 
application of certain tillage practices or certain fer
tility treatments, the balance in population of soil 
fauna may be changed thus giving rise to poor crops 
of low quality. The problem of restoring fertility to 
soils which have been severely damaged by wind 
erosion is of major concern. The use of soil building 
crops such as grasses and legumes has been an impor
tant measure in land reclamation. The application of 
rotted manure, the growing of green manure crops 
such as sweet clover and the application of various 
chemical fertilizers are being investigated. The pro
cess of rebuilding a soil which has suffered from 
erosion is slow as measured by periods of time and 
thus long term fertility experiments provide valuable 
sources of information. 

The importance of tillage machines cannot be 
overlooked in a program of soil reclamation and soil 
protection. The vulnerability oflight textured soils to 
erosion by wind has brought about the improvement 
in tillage techniques. Trash land farming or the main
tenance of the trash or previous crop residue at or 
near the soil surface should largely replace black 
summerfallows. While this trash farming procedure 
is the desired method for soil protection, factors such 
as weed growth often limit the extent to which trash 
farming can be carried out successfully. The tenden
cy has been to kill weed growth as soon as sufficient 
populations have developed over a field and with 
successive tillage operations, more of trash is buried 
each time until by the completion of the fallow sea
son, all trash has disappeared. The limiting factor in 
trash farming seems to be the low organic matter 
content of the soil. The rate at which this material 



disappears when incorporated below the soil surface 
is extremely rapid under Melita conditions. The rea
son for this taking place seems to be that the soil 
population of micro-organisms are so hungry for 
food that when amounts of organic matter in the form 
of crop residues are added, they are rapidly con
sumed, thus leaving a soil low in organic substances. 

The testing of cereal and forage crop varieties 
constitutes an important phase of the experimental 
work at Melita. The performance of these crops is 
often quite different from other points of testing in 
the province and the information obtained serves as a 
basis for recommendations to farmers of the area. 
From time to time, new varieties of grain are in
creased at the Melita station for distribution to local 
farmers on a registered or certified basis. 

The annual Field Days which are held serve as an 
important method of circulating information which 
has been compiled at the Station. Local press releases 
and bulletins covering recommended cereal varieties 
and cultural practices appear from time to time. Let
ters, phone calls and personal visits of farmers and 
others to the Station serve as a yardstick to measure 
the interest which is being taken in the affairs of the 
Reclamation Station, Melita. 

Reclamation Station Beneficial to District 
by Murray Parker (son of J. Parker) March 28, 
1946 

Ten years ago, the land that is now the Dominion 
Reclamation Station, was chiefly sand banks, Rus
sian thistle and ragweeds. What is now the green 
lawn was then tree-like weeds extending to eight feet 
in height. Sand was piled high over the fences, mak
ing ridges which are still visible. In the field, holes 
were gouged and sand piles formed only to be shifted 
again by the wind. When one looked at the fields, it 
seemed a futile task to make this arid land productive 
of crops again. 

In 1936, a quarter section was enclosed by three 
rows of trees and three intersectional hedges. When 
trees were planted, windbreaks had to be built of 
weeds and old sweet clover to keep the sand from 
cutting off the delicate young trees. Today these trees 
have attained a height of 25 feet, forming an excellent 
windbreak, and beautifying the farm to a large ex
tent. During the growing season, these trees are of 
particular value, in protecting the sprouting plants 
and helping to prevent soil drifting, as they are now 
of sufficient height to reduce the wind velocity. In 
winter the trees collect a large amount of snow, and 
this extra moisture is bound to be beneficial to adja
cent crops. 

As each quarter section of the farm varies from 
the others, there is considerable difference in soil, 
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thus different experiments are carried out on each. 
The only land that was safe from wind erosion, was 
land which had couch grass. One quarter section in 
particular, was solid couch grass, but in the past few 
years this land has been brought into production, 
producing real good crops during favourable sea
sons. 

The method of couch grass eradication has been a 
combination of the stiff tooth cultivator, with narrow 
points and the one way disc. After about three 
cultivations it was found necessary to go over the 
field with the one way disc to chop the clumps of sod 
and grass roots. It was found necessary to watch the 
new growth of couch grass very closely. In this sandy 
loam soil, all that seems necessary to kill the couch 
grass, is to open the soil, with cultivation letting the 
air in to dry out the land and the roots. In a wet season 
the cost of couch eradication is almost doubled com
pared to that of a dry season. Another important 
factor in the eradication is to work only the acreage 
that can be properly handled by the equipment avail
able during the season. 

In the growing of grain crops in this light sandy 
loam soil it has been the practice on the Reclamation 
Station to strip farm, this way that soil drifting is 
more easily controlled. Observations for the past 
eight years have revealed that, on days when soil 
drifting was prevalent, the wind blew from the north
west. The next highest wind came from the south
west. It would appear then, the strips should be north 
and south. 

Besides strip farming, trash covers have been 
found very effective in controlling wind erosion. 
Sufficient trash must be left on the surface so as not to 
be buried by successive tillage operations. Results 
for the past nine years show little difference in yield 
or cost of production from the ploughed areas in 
comparison with the surface-worked fallows. The 
main advantage of surface tillage is the protection it 
gives to the soil. 

On soil such as we have in this district and that 
farmed for as long as it has been, the time has come to 
begin seeding a portion of the land down with grasses 
and legumes. It would appear that this could be 
worked in with crop rotation system. There is no 
doubt the soil is in need of fibre and organic matter, to 
get results the fields or portion thereof should be left 
in grass at least three years. At present on the station 
there are 240 acres of the 1120 acres seeded down to 
grasses and legumes. 

Since the time of its opening, the Reclamation 
Station has set a fine example of what can be done to 
otherwise useless land. It has also rendered valuable 
service in the form of expert advice and suggestions 
on various farm problems. It is to be hoped that in 



future years this station will continue to show good 
results, thereby setting an example of Canadian pro
gressiveness in the agriculture field. 
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Mr. Joe V. Parker, 
Melita, Man. 
Dear Mr. Parker; 

White Bear, Sask. 
May 17th, 1937 

I was very much interested in your letter in regard 
to the old farm near Melita, and will try to give you 
the information you asked for as near as I can remem
ber. 

Now in regard to the house. It is just forty two 
years this summer since the house was built. About 
half of the stones were drawn from the blind Souris 
and the balance came from the river bank four miles 
direct East of the house. I split all the stone that went 
into the house myself. You will notice that the shin
gles are all laid in mortar. The following spring, after 
the house was completed, the water flowed into the 
basement about three feet deep. I was obliged to dig a 
ditch to let the water away. I then made a drain pipe, 
wooden, all the way to a small slough to the East of 
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Thomas Hope house. 

the house. This slough was never dry during the time 
we lived there. Each Spring the basement would fill 
with water, then in a few days when the drain thawed 
the water would all run away into the slough. 

The South half of thirty has been worked fifty
two years. The North East quarter sometime later on. 
I only had two failures to my knowledge. One a 
blight and that year I was the only one around there 
who had a bushel to thresh. I never kept the yield of 
my crops, but I always had an average crop. 

We had an abundance of water. We could dig a 
new well about six or seven feet deep and before we 
would have it finished it would be full of water. At 
times we had as many as thirty or more head of cattle, 
twenty head of horses and thirty hogs. There was a 
well in the back of the bam, which was used mostly 
for the stock. Another well by the trees was used for 
the house. We were never short of water. 

We had white and red currant bushes South of the 
trees, which bore quantities of fruit, also gooseberry 
bushes which were never picked clean. We could not 
begin to use all the berries off these bushes ourselves. 
Maybe they are still growing there. We had quantities 
of rhubarb and grew wonderful potatoes. 

Trusting this information will be of some help to 
you and wishing you success in your work there, I 
remain. 

Canada Customs and Excise 

Yours very truly, 
Thos. Hope 

The first mention of Canada Customs in the early 
papers was in April of 1900 when "Inspector G. H. 
Young gave finishing touches to our new customs 
appointment" - Collector A. M. Reekie. Mr. Ree
kie secured the building previously occupied by G. 



B. Barker as a barber shop, to be used as Customs 
Office (Cameron Agencies today). In 1912 the 
Customs Office was moved to the rear of the Post 
Office in the LO.nE building (Clark's T.V. today). 
In August 1933, tenders were let for the construction 
of a building at the U.S.A. and Canadian border. 

Canada Customs. 

Customs Collectors to follow Mr. Reekie in 
Melita were Frank Haynes and Fred Pope. 

Customs Officers to live at the border were Fred 
Pope to 1937; Cecil Day 1937-43; Charlie Keyes 
1943-47; Hartley Purvis 1947-54; Jack Conroy 
1954-61; and Grahame Barber since 1961. Other 
steady employees at this time are Howard Minnie, 
Cecil Speare and Keith McKague. 

The original office was renovated to serve as a 

Members of Legislative Assembly 

residence in 1958. The new Customs Office is a 
separate building erected at that time. 

Members of Parliament 
Lisgar Division 
1882 - Hugh Sutherland (L) 
1887 T. M. Daly (C) 
1891 - T. M. Daly (C) 
Brandon - Souris Division (1896) 
1896 - Dalton McCarthy (IND.) resigned 
1896 - C. Sifton (L) 
1900 C. Sifton (L) 
Souris Division (1904) 
1904 Shaffner (C) 
1908 - Shaffner (C) 
19\1 - Shaffner (C) 
1917 A. S. Finley (0) 
1921 - 1. Steedsman (P) 
1925 1. Steedsman (P) 
1926 - 1. Steedsman (P) 
1930 - E. F. Willis (C) 
1935 - O. W. McDonald (L) 
1940 - 1. A. Ross (PC) 
1945 1. A. Ross (PC) 
1949 1. A. Ross (PC) 
1951 - W. Dinsdale (PC) 
Brandon - Souris Division (1952) 
1953 - W. Dinsdale (PC) 
1957 - W. Dinsdale (PC) 
1958 - W. Dinsdale (PC) 
1962 - W. Dinsdale (PC) 
1963 - W. Dinsdale (PC) 
1965 - W. Dinsdale (PC) 
1968 W. Dinsdale (PC) 
1972 - W. Dinsdale (PC) 
1974 - W. Dinsdale (PC) 
1979 W. Dinsdale (PC) 
1980 - W. Dinsdale (PC) 

423 
179 
439 

335 
Acclamation 

669 

520 
851 
64 

Acclamation 
3666 

251 
1159 
472 

3 
130 

3650 
613 

2753 

5459 
11558 
16882 
11670 
11089 
8089 
5097 

11965 
10236 
10159 
16098 

The first general election was held December 27, 1870 
Total 

Memb. Reg. Votes Tum 
Elec Elec. Cast Out Con. Lib NDP 

Turtle Mountain Jan. 23, 1883 F. Young Lib. 
Souris Dec. 9, 1886 1. P. Alexander Can. 

(Sourisford) 
Souris July I I, 1888 A. Campbell Lib. 

(Melita) 
July 21, 1882 A. Campbell Lib. 

(Melita) 
Jan. 15, 1896 A. Campbell Lib. 

(Melita) 
Souris Dec. 17, 1899 A. Thompson Can. 

(Melita) 
Arthur July 20, 1903 A. Thompson 1138 1046 91.9 % 547 499 

(Melita) 
Mar. 7, 1907 1. Williams 1315 1069 81.3 % 533 536 

(Melita) 
July 11, 1910 A. Lyle 1516 1379 91.0 % 777 602 

(Lyleton) 
July 10, 1914 1. Williams 1566 1466 93.6 % 700 766 
Aug. 6, 1915 1. Williams 1611 1447 89.8 % 632 815 
July 29, 1920 J. Williams 2284 1772 77.6 % 881 891 
July 18, 1922 D. McLeod 2366 1907 80.6 % 1130 777 

(Broomhill) 
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June 28, 1927 D. McLeod 

Jan. 16, 1932 D. McLeod 
July 27, 1936 1. R. Pitt 

(Pierson) 
Apr. 22, 1941 1. R. Pitt 

(Pierson) 
Oct. 15, 1945 1. R. Pitt 

(Pierson) 
Nov. 10, 1949 1. R. Pitt 

June 8, 1953 1. A. Ross 
(Melita) 

June 16, 1958 1. G. Cobb 
(Melita) 

May 14, 1959 1. G. Cobb 
Dec. 14, 1962 1. D. Watt 

(Reston) 
June 23, 1966 1. D. Watt 

(Reston) 
June 25, 1969 1. D. Watt 

(Reston) 
June 28, 1973 1. D. Watt 

(Reston) 
Oct. 11, 1977 1. E. Downey 

(Melita) 
Nov. 17, 1981 1. E. Downey 

(Melita) 

Gerald W. Malaher Wildlife Management 
Area 
by Ken McPhail 

The Gerald W. Malaher W.M.A. is located one 
and one half miles west of Melita and is 148 acres in 
size. The area was declared an upland game preserve 
in 1948, after purchase by the crown. The intent of 
the former director of the Game Branch, Mr. Gerald 
Malaher, was to determine what types of food and 
cover plants could be grown on poor quality land that 
would be of benefit to pheasants during the winter. It 
was under his direction that this land, much of which 
had been severely eroded, was revegetated over a 15 
year period. The area became known as the Melita 
Cover Plot and in 1974 was designated the Gerald W. 
Malaher W.M.A. 

The land is essentially flat with relatively little 
relief. A small ravine bisects the area, running west 
to east. In the early 1950's a dam was constructed 
across the ravine to collect runoff water and form a 
permanent pond. The soils are primarily Souris fine 
sandy loam and are susceptible to surface drought 
and soil drifting due to their light texture. 

Very little native tree cover exists on the area 
except for a few patches of willow along the ravine 
and two or three small groups of aspen and maple. 
Approximately 50% of the area was planted, in the 
early 1950's, to a wide variety of indigenous and 
exotic tree and shrub species, in both shelterbelt and 
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Prog. 
2732 2128 77.9 % 902 1226 

Lib. 
Prog. 

3052 2716 89 % 881 1835 
2662 2345 88.1 % 1002 1311 

2755 

2605 

4627 

4342 

6493 

6369 
6088 

5897 

8173 

8487 

8563 

Acclamation Con.-Lib. 
C.C.F. Coalition 

1614 62.0 % 448 1158 

3306 71.5 % 552 1758 
Prog. Lib. 
Cons. 

3425 78.88% 1920 1440 

4826 74.3 % 2072 2032 

5023 78.87% 2513 1932 
4521 74.26% 2629 1869 

4231 71.75% 1920 1807 

5507 67.47% 3133 1375 

6693 78.86% 3487 1181 

6483 75.7 % 4405 901 

7250 5466 

NDP 

494 

980 

1981 

1I72 

1772 

block plantings. Many fruit bearing species were 
planted in an effort to provide food for pheasants. 
Complete records of species and numbers planted 
were not kept or have been lost, but many thousands 
of "stems" were planted, including the following 
species. 
amur maple mulberry 
buffalo berry nannyberry 
caragana oak (at least two types) 
cherry (at least two types)phellodendron (cork) 
clove currant plum 
cotoneaster red elder 
Dropmore elm Russian sandthorn 
gooseberry Russian olive 
Granelli maple Scots pine 
grape sea buckthorn 
green ash Siberian crab 
hawthorn Siberian currant 
hedge rose Siberian elm 
high bush cranberry silverberry 
indigo tartarian maple 
jack pine weeping willow 
lilac white spruce 
mayday tree willow 
mountain ash 

The numbers and species of trees and shrubs 
presently found have not been documented. 

During the development period, food plots were 
planted periodically to provide a combination offood 



and cover attractive to pheasants. Some of the food 
species included corn, clover, millet, oats and flax. 
Eventually, the food plot areas were seeded to alfalfa 
and grass mixtures. Naturally occurring plants ob
served on the area include: 
Canada anemone volunteer clover 
Canada thistle wild morning glory 
cattail wild mustard 
goafs-beard wild rose 
gaillardia wild strawberry 
milkweed wolf willow 
sage yarrow 
snowberry 

Although a formal wildlife list has not been 
drawn up, the following species have been observed 
on the W.M.A. from time to time. 

Mammals 
beaver raccoon 
coyote (tracks) red squirrel 
fox (tracks) skunk 
ground squirrel snowshoe hare 
jack rabbit vole 
pocket gopher (mounds) white-tailed deer 

Birds 
American goldfinch Hungarian partridge 
American robin killdeer 
black-billed cuckoo mallard 
black-billed magpie marbled godwit 
blue-winged teal meadowlark 
Brewer's blackbird myrtle warbler 
brown thrasher orange-crowned warbler 
brown-headed cowbird pheasant 
catbird red-winged blackbird 
clay-colored sparrow ruby-crowned kinglet 
common crow (nest with 
eggs) savannah sparrow 
common grackle sharp-shinned hawk 
common tern sharp-tailed grouse 
eastern kingbird song sparrow 
flicker tree swallow 
great horned owl warbling vireo 
horned lark yellow warbler 
house wren 

To Be A Reeve 
by Thomas Loucks 
It is hell to be a Reeve 
And no salary receive, 
Watch the Councillor next door 
His remuneration soar 
Out of bounds. 
He receives ten cents per mile 
And his own hand turns the dial, 
Fifty cents an hour by heck 
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Makes him ever screw his neck 
Toward the sun. 

It is twenty years ago 
That I answered "yes" for "no", 
Served for better or for worse 
Temper always in reverse 
The only way. 
I was temperate back there 
But was caught quite unaware, 
Now for bottled ale or beer 
I will stand upon my ear 
On a table. 
My associates are wise, 
Interesting farmer guys, 
Swear a bit or smoke a fag 
But never known to chew the rag 
In their sleep. 
Charlie Farrow is our Clerk, 
Figures, figures after dark, 
Auditors receive their pay 
Purely for the time they stay 
It's only form. 
Town and country work as one 
Since 1941 begun, 
Rest room corner, what a change, 
But the firehall still has mange, 
It needs treatment. 
Cemetery rests our dead 
In their everlasting bed, 
Trimmed and neatly groomed this year, 
God's hand and ours ever near, 
Rest Thou on . . 
Co-operation works just swell 
Let us hope it sounds the knell 
To obstinate side-stepping 
The moral law forgetting, 
Our hand in yours. 

Dalny Consumers' Co-operative 
Sixteen interested farmers met at Dalny Siding 

on July 11, 1945 with the purpose in mind to, or not 
to, organize a local consumers' co-operative. Henry 
Neumann was appointed chairman and Fred C. Ram
say as secretary. Don H. Slimmon of Manitoba Co
operative Wholesale was present. 

The motion, as taken from the records, reads, 
"Moved by E. C. Ramsay, seconded by W. E. 
Strange, that we organize a Consumers' Co-operative 
at Dalny with headquarters at Dalny." After consid
erable discussion the motion was unanimously car
ried. 

The minutes of the first meeting of this rural 
small co-operative are interesting and need sharing 



Dalny Elevator Dick Donahue grain buyer 27 years. 

with others. Another motion which reads, "Moved 
by W. E. Strange, seconded by S. K. Gibson, that 
shares in the Dalny Co-operative be valued at $10 and 
each individual subscribe for five shares. Carried." 
It can be assumed that this Co-op began business on 
$800. More minutes read "Moved by E. 1. Kontzie, 
seconded by Robert Cheyne that interest on any 
necessary loans be three percent. Carried. It was 
moved by E. C. Ramsay, seconded by W. E. Strange 
that the Board of Directors be limited to five mem
bers. " This was later changed to seven. Nominations 
followed and the Chartered Directors of Dalny Con
sumers' Co-operative were elected, namely: Henry 
Neumann, Orval Kontzie, W. E. Strange, Charles 
Forster, and Fred Ramsay. There appeared to be no 
doubt in the farmers' minds that this Co-operative 
would be successful as immediately, there was a 
motion to buy a Loxstave Garage, 20' by 20' to use as 
a storage building. However, this building was not 
purchased and the Pool Elevator along with the cot
tage basement were used for this purpose. A. 1. 
Donahue, Manitoba Pool Elevator agent, was man
ager. 

In 1946 the Board of Directors numbered seven, 
Henry Neumann was the delegate to the convention. 
Business must have progressed favorably as in July 
1946, the 1945 savings of $353.43 were allocated to 
the members, as in proportion to their purchases. In 
May 1947, the savings of $762.47 realized in 1946 
were allocated. Again an attempt was made to 
provide a warehouse, the president and secretary 
being asked to investigate the possibilities of secur
ing a plot near by on which to locate. The manager 
was instructed to procure catalogues of merchandise 
available, such catalogues to be sent to each member, 
twice a year. 
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In its own small way, the business at Dalny siding 
was growing, and it seemed evident that larger facili
ties should be sought. In April of 1951, the board 
considered moving operations to Waskada where the 
McIvor Store could be bought. The matter was inves
tigated and attempts were made to obtain the neces
sary funds by a canvass of members, but plans did not 
materialize and so the Co-operative remained at 
Dalny siding. 

The 1953 annual meeting was held at Verona 
school. In these minutes, there was a motion to pay 
out in cash the dividends of 1945, 1946, and 1947 to 
members. No amount was stated. 

An item of interest in the 1955 minutes tells that 
all members to receive the Consumers' Co-operative 
paper. The directors were still searching for a larger 
facility. 

In 1957, a proposal calling for amalgamation of 
three local co-ops namely Dalny Pool Elevator Asso
ciation, The Waskada Pool Elevator Association and 
the Dalny Consumers' Co-op, was considered but not 
favored. Also considered was the purchase of the G. 
R. McLean Hardware Store, but this too was rejected 
because of the high price of stock. 

In February, 1960, however, a canvas for shares 
and loans was undertaken to raise funds to put the co
op into the hardware business. Though some funds 
were collected, the aim was not immediately 
fulfilled. Always it had been generally felt that a 
store was to be had in Waskada and finally in 1961, it 
was decided to buy one. Clyde Tannahill's store was 
offered but not accepted. Several members of the 
board motored to Winnipeg to discuss the possibility 
of purchasing a store with the Winnipeg Region 
Office of Federated Co-operatives. In April the board 
of directors authorized the purchase of a lot and store 
in the Village ofWaskada, from Lyle Lee. The inter
est on loans provide by members was raised to six 
percent. Many people volunteered their labour to 
help put the store, a former I.G.A. store, in order. 

On April 7, 1961 the new co-op store at Waskada 
was officially opened. Ceremonies took place in the 
Legion Hall. Members of the first 1945 Board of 
Directors were introduced and it was noted that Orval 
Kontzie, William Strange and Henry Neumann had 
served on the 1945 as well as the 1961 boards. Gordon 
Wright introduced the guest speaker, Don Slimmon 
and Henry Neumann cut the ribbon, to officially 
open the new store at Waskada which retained the 
name, Dalny Consumers' Co-operative. Tom Robin
son was the manager with Mrs. Laura Carlson and 
Miss Irene Volek as clerks. Later, in the fall of 1961, 
Mrs. Helen Hannah joined the staff. It is pleasing to 
report that Helen is still on staff. Patronage loans of 
deceased members and of members who had moved 



away were to be repaid. In August $4000 of the loan 
of $9000 obtained from Federated Co-operatives was 
paid back. In September 1961 operations at Dalny 
were closed. 

It is interesting to note that a new block con
struction building was built to replace the old build
ing in 1967, with the official opening taking place 
September 8 and 9. 

The shortage of funds eventually lead to amal
gamation with the Deloraine Consumers Co-opera
tive. On September 8, 1969 the stores incorporated 
and at that time the Waskada store became known as a 
branch of the Deloraine Consumers Co-operative. 
This act closed the story of the Dalny Consumers Co
operative organized at Dalny Siding in 1945, by a 
handful of interested farmers. 

The store in Waskada has considerable more his
tory but that of course is an area outside our bound
aries. 

Farming with Machinery 

Eight furrow plough. On engine John Spence and on plough 
Dick Boyd. 

Haying bee 1961 at Coates farm. 

Modern self-propelled combine - Claire Roblin. 

Note canopy on steam engine. 

McCormick-Deering machinery lot. 
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Allis Chalmers tractor 1938. L.-R.: Osborne, Thomas, and 
Jimmy Patterson. 

Oil Exploration in Arthur Municipality 
Mr. Thomas 1. Jamieson opened an office in 

Melita in April 1926. He had been interested in the 
area since 1924 when he found gas. 

Wheat City Leasehold & Development Co. Ltd. 
started a test well October 2, 1929. This company 
was mainly Brandon businessmen with the exception 
of W. R. Brockinton of Melita who was Vice-Presi
dent and C. E. Brown of Melita who was a member of 
the directorate board. The equipment at this time was 
on 23-3-27. The site was located by Calgary geolo
gist, J. C. Williams. 

In 1934, Mr. Don I. Cameron of Winnipeg, asso
ciated with Inter State Oil Co. of Wyoming, is cred
ited with the institution of actual development. In 
October 1934 the search for gas commenced with 
drilling of four initial test wells, on town property 
near the skating rink on Lot 11, Block 5, Plan 5. The 
first vein of gas was struck at about 200 feet, the 
casing was plugged and a small valve inserted for 
testing purposes. It operated here for a month when 
the drilling equipment was moved to Dalny. It then 
moved to the R. J. McRae farm and then returned to 
the first well which was down about 360 feet. 

Mr. Don L. Cameron returned in November 1935 
and it was his intention to have heavy equipment in 
the following spring. 
Oil Wells Drilled in Arthur Area - taken from the 
Melita New Era 
1949 - Robert Moore farm, 5-20-1-27, Souris Val-

ley Oil Co., depth of 6031 feet. 
1950 - Henry Downey, Souris Valley Oil Co. 
1952 - Hunt, Overland 
1952-1957 - Ed McGregor, 9-13-1-26 
1952-Alvin Westover, 8-21-1-27, Pascar, below 20 

barrels a day. 
1952 - Dan McKinnon, Pascar 
1952 - W. B. McKague 
1953 - Syd Dunning, 28-1-27, Overland 
1953 - Gould, Cartex McIvor Drilling 
1953 Henry Skelton, Cartex McIvor Drilling 
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1954 Alvin Westover, Souris Valley Oil Co. 
1954 - Bill Bell, Nom Canada 
1954 - William McCallum, 32-3-26, Regent Rig 

No. 23 
1955-1962 Westover, 8-21-1-27, Nom Canada 
1956-1962 - Westover, 7-21-1-27 
1965 - Everett Moore, 27-2-27, King Stevenson 

Gas & Oil Co. 
1967 Forbes Trewin, 8-25-1-26, Thompson Drill-

ing Co. 
1967 Frank Young, 10-34-1-26, Canadian Pacific 

Oil & Gas 
1967 - 8-4-4-27, Thompson Drilling Co. 

Other companies which have drilled in the Arthur 
Municipality are: Anglo, CPOG, BA, Imperial, Fas
co, Chevron, K. R. Canso, Midwest Imperial, 
Landa, GNOL, Chandler, Owen, Grizzly, Kodiak, 
GLCC, Rio Prado, Pascar, Texaco, Ward, TJB,. 
Omega, Hudson's Bay, Copperhead, IOE, North 
American, Tri-West, Dome, Tundra, New Scope, 
Roxy-Clarion. 

The Waskada field was discovered in mid 1960 
and up to the end of 1979, consisted of only six wells 
producing marginal volumes of oil from the Mis
sissippian formations. In early 1980 Omega Hydro
carbons Ltd. drilled two additional Mississippian 
wells and later in the year recompleted three old 
Mississippian wells in an upper sand called the 
Lower Amaranth or Spearfish formation. Enough 
encouragement was obtained from these recomple
tions to proceed with a 24 well development and 
exploration program in 1981 and all wells drilled 
proved to be commercial producers. 

In 1982 Omega Hydrocarbons Ltd. has scheduled 
a 74 to 80 well drilling program and to date has 
drilled 48 wells, all of which are producers. A total of 
nearly $17 million will be spent in 1982. The expen
diture is made up as follows: 80 wells at $175,000 a 
well; Enlarge Battery Facilities $500,000; Install 
Flowlines and Satellites $2,100,000; Water Flood 
Pilot System $150,000; Total $16,750,000. 

The field is presently producing approximately 
2000 barrels of oil a day from 56 wells. An individual 
well produces 20-50 barrels a day with the average 
being 35 barrels a day. When this year's development 
program is completed and the wells are all on produc
tion, we expect the field to be capable of producing 
over 3,500 barrels a day. 

At the present time, 125 people are employed in 
this development program and by mid August, when 
the pipeline construction is underway, the total will 
be over 175. 

Oil is poured into waiting tanks and trucked to the 
main terminal at Cromer. The future outlook for this 
transportation is for connecting pipelines. 



All oil rigs are operated 24 hours per day. 
A rig at Waskada, called the Cam Am Drilling, is 

owned by Friesen Drilling in Steinbach. It is man
ufactured, owned and drilled by Canadians, and is 
the only hydraulic rig in Manitoba. It was made by 
Futros Co. in Winnipeg. This drilling outfit has one 
of the largest well productions in Manitoba, produc
ing 50 barrels per day, which is the maximum al
lowed to be pumped per day in Manitoba. 

To review facts concerning Manitoba's Oil Pro
duction, we note that Manitoba's first oil was pro
duced in the southwestern region of the province in 
1951, with a steady rise in production to six miIlon 
barrels a year by 1957. After 1957, production fell 
until the secondary recovery technique of water 
flooding was introduced to prolong the life of the 
original wells. 

Water flooding is used to increase the pressure 
and productivity of a well which when forced down 
selected wells, forces the oil in the reservoir to the 
well bore. This water flooding enabled Manitoba to 
reach peak production of 6.2 million barrels in 1968. 
Today, close to 60% of Manitoba's 750 producing 
wells are operating under water injection or flooding. 
With the recent increase in exploration, Manitoba's 
oil patch has expanded to communities such as 
Waskada, Deloraine, Pierson, Elkhorn and Kirkella. 
Manitoba has 17 official oil fields on the northeast 
side of the Williston sedimentary basin. 

Omega Hydrocarbons Ltd. of Calgary, set a rec
ord May 12, 1982 by paying $107,000 (835.94 per 
hectare) for exploration rights to a half-section south 
west of Waskada. 

Omega Hydrocarbons officially opened its 
branch office in Waskada in August 1982. Excerpts 
from a letter from John Clarke, President of New 
Scope Resources Ltd., follow: 

I think you have listed most of the companies who 
explored in that area and about all I can add would be 
our own Manitoba company, New Scope Resources 
Ltd. 

Our company drilled the first well "Futros" and 
have used it for nine successful wells and they have 
made many modifications. It does a good job and can 
drill as fast as a conventional rig. The big saving is on 
manpower and moving costs. 

We have drilled on the Bob McGregor farm; and 
the Les McGregor farm and the Lyle Lee family 
farms, now called Hernfield Enterprises Ltd., and 
the Lawrence family farms, and all seven should be 
on production before August 31st. 

There are two significant pay zones in that area. 
One is called the Spearfish zone and is not a Mis
sissippian limestone type rock and does not react to 
acid. Therefore, it must be sand frac'd with some 
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40,000 to 60,000 pounds of sand, oil and/or water 
under some 2,500 to 4,000 pounds pressure to break 
the formation. 

This zone was called the Red Beds and generally 
considered a marker so you knew when you were just 
about or at the Mississippian Limestone and now it 
appears to be capable of good production. 

We have not done one yet but designed two sur
veyed leases to put one Spearfish well and one Mis
sion Canyon well on the same lease. We are not 
allowed to produce both zones from the same well 
because the Spearfish required such treatment that 
may frac or crack down a vertical fracture into a water 
zone in the Mission Canyon and maybe spoil both 
zones. 

There is much excitement in the area regarding 
the oil fields. In a time of economic slump this 
project is a tremendous boon to our comer of the 
province. 

Farm Houses 

George M. Anderson house, built in 1904. 

Brown Homestead early years. 



David Louttit Home on 9-3-27. 

Tom Davies home. 
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David Gillander Home 1914. Back: Jas. Gillander, Frank Woods, David Gillander, Byard Dillanback. 2nd Row: Katie Melvin, Mary, 
Margaret and Gertrude Gillander, Robena Melvin. Seated: Mrs. D. Gillanderwith Emma on knee, Barbara Melvin, John, David and 
Katie Gillander. 

Henry Thompson home 1913. 
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Pioneer Writing 

R. M. Graham 
R. M. Graham left Ontario in 1882 for the West 

and made a tour of the province visiting several 
points north of Brandon and transversing southern 
Manitoba's entire length extending from the Red 
River to Range 28 and finally took up the farm where 
he is now residing. He removed thither with his 
family from St. Thomas, Ontario in June 1883, and 
started a small store in connection with his farm. The 
store business gradually expanded resulting in a 
branch store at Sourisford and later another at 
Lyleton. The second year after settling here, he erec
ted a blacksmith shop which was occupied by dif
ferent tenants until the advent of the railway. Mr. 
Blackwell also opened a repair harness shop and soon 
after Mr. Dodds removed his store from Wolsley 
resulting in quite a country village corner. Mr. 
Graham's car, consisting of two span of horses, 
household effects, store goods etc., arrived at Bran
don June 1, 1883 at which point he had to team 
everything over roads that were beset with boggy and 
alkali spots and necessitating frequent unloading on 
the way out. Store goods were likewise freighted at 
Brandon until a road was opened to Virden but the 
last few years prior to the building of the Souris 
railway all merchandise was freighted at Deloraine 
the terminus of that branch at the time. When the 
Souris railway was completed to this point Mr. 
Graham moved his stock to what was then popularly 
known as the new town, and contained one of the 
leading general store concerns until last June when 
he sold out to Mr. Melannet who now continues the 
business (1899). Mr. Graham was therefore exactly 
15 years continuously in business in this district. In 
March 1884, Judge Walker made R. M. Graham of 
Manchester (the name then given to the corners) a 
conveyancer for the Province of Manitoba. In April 
the same year he was appointed a commissioner for 
taking affidavits. In September following, on 
strength of a petition circulated by James McConnell, 
Mr. Graham was appointed postmaster beginning 
with the magnificent salary of $10 per annum and the 
name Manchester was changed to Melita. The first 
school district in the vicinity was formed in 1886 and 
Mr. Graham was trustee and secretary-treasurer of 
the first school. A school building was erected near 
the old Manchester corner. This building was re
cently bought and converted into a dwelling by Mr. 
T. D. Sturgeon. Some years later when Melita had 
become a smart village and the people demanded 
larger school accommodation Mr. Graham was again 
elected on the school board and took a foremost part 
in some desirable plans, floating debentures and 
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erecting the present up-to-date and commodious four 
room school, the most conspicuous building in our 
town. After removing the store goods to the new 
town Mr. Graham converted his combined store and 
dwelling into a tasty rural residence. Mr. Graham has 
in addition to his other pursuits brought his half 
section farm under a high state of cultivation pursu
ing his operation along the line of mixed farming 
which he has found to be the most advantageous 
method. He has shown more than ordinary taste in 
tree planting and otherwise making surroundings 
homelike and attractive. Mr. Graham's example in 
this respect could be followed to advantage by others. 
The mile and a quarter of maple hedge and park of 
various native deciduous trees, shrubs, plants and 
evergreens testifies to his success along these lines 
and shows what well directed effort and perseverance 
will accomplish in this almost treeless land. Mr. 
Graham has always taken an active part in educa
tional, municipal and other matters of public interest 
pertaining to the will of this part of our province. In 
religion he is a member of the regular Baptist de
nomination and took an active part in the erection of 
the new Baptist edifice that now graces our town. 
Since disposing of his store business Mr. Graham 
occupies his time supervising the work on his farm 
and attending to his post office duties together with 
odd jobs in conveyancing which he says is ample 
employment for one of his time of life. 

Thomas Hope 
July 26, 1899 

The Pioneers' Picnic which has been talked of so 
long is at length to become a fact. Tuesday next there 
will probably be a larger gathering of old settlers than 
has ever taken place in this section of the country 
before. And many will be the tales and reminiscences 
related by those present as memory travels backward 
to the early days when neighbours were scarce and 
the hearty welcome and helping hand were ever 
ready one for another. 

In anticipation of the coming picnic it is with 
pleasure that we give here a brief sketch of one of the 
early settlers of the Melita District. 

Mr. Thomas Hope came to Winnipeg in the 
month of July 1882 from Glengary, Ontario, where 
he had considerable experience in farming. He re
mained in Winnipeg until the following spring when 
he struck out west in search of a suitable district in 
which to locate. After travelling through south
western Manitoba and the territories as far west as the 
coal fields he came to the conclusion that he could 
not find a better district than that in the neighbour
hood of Melita, consequently he determined to take 
up a homestead east of town. He only remained a 



short time however and went to Carberry for the 
winter, but returned in February 1884 and remained 
here most of the time since. In 1893 he spent one 
month in Ontario and 1895 left for his old home in the 
east taking his family with him, with the intention of 
remaining. This was in the latter part of November, 
but although he received a present of a good farm 
with excellent buildings on it and everything as com
fortable as could be wished, he could not be tempted 
to remain and came back to Manitoba in the follow
ing March, perfectly satisfied that this country is 
good enough for any man to live in. 

Besides his homestead and preemption on the 
south half of 30-4-26, Mr. Hope bought last year 
another half section and now has 480 acres. On the 
homestead and preemption there are about 300 acres 
broken of which about 230 acres are in crop this year. 
Of this acreage there are about 140 acres in wheat and 
remaining 90 acres in oats and barley. On the last 
quarter purchased there are 90 acres under cultiva
tion, with 60 acres of it in wheat. During the past ten 
years Mr. Hope has had very good average crops of 
wheat ranging from 1800 bushels to over 4000 bush
els. One year the yield was 4400 bushels from 147.5 
acres. Barley and oats do well. Last year on 17 acres 
he grew 375 bushels of barley. 

While bringing his land under cultivation Mr. 
Hope has not neglected the improvement of his prop
erty in other ways, has built good stables, and in 1896 
erected a good stone house. He has also had excellent 
success in tree planting and now is rewarded in pos
sessing a beautiful and comfortable prairie home. 

I. T. Lennox 
April 26, 1899 

The Souris River crossing the border from North 
Dakota in 1-1-27, threads its torturous course for 
many miles through the Municipality of Arthur on its 
way to join the waters of the Assiniboine and the Red 
Rivers. Its banks are sufficiently wooded to relieve 
the monotony of the surrounding prairie and wheat 
land. As it winds along with many a twist and tum, it 
passes by numerous farm houses nestled along its 
banks, built by settlers who had an eye for the beauti
ful nature and not merely the almost universal desire 
for the accumulation of wealth. Leaving the town and 
driving in a southerly direction along the Peninsula 
from which a magnificent view of Melita and the 
surrounding country may be had, one soon arrives at 
the home of 1. T. Lennox beautifully located on the 
eastern bank of the river commanding a splendid 
view of the Souris Valley. Mr. Lennox is a native of 
Simcoe County, Ontario having carried on business 
in Barrie near which he also owned and managed an 
excellent farm. He came to this country first in 1885 
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during the Riel Rebellion, being First Lieutenant in a 
company of volunteers fitted out to quell the distur
bance. His experience ofthe country at that time was 
so favourable that after returning to Ontario in july of 
1885, he came back to Manitoba in the fall of the 
same year and took up land in 1-26 in the Waskada 
district. Mr. Lennox remained in this district for six 
years and said that the land is excellent and that he 
raised as much as 30 bushels to the acre. The princi
pal drawback was the distance from the market but 
this will probably be removed in the near future, as a 
charter was granted during the last session of the 
Provincial House to the Waskada, and North Eastern 
railway and land in the district has been selling very 
fast in anticipation of the advent of the railroad. Mr. 
Lennox left the Waskada district owing to lack of 
transportation facilities and bought land in 3-27 
about three miles from Melita where he now owns 
three quarters of a section in which also Mr. Lennox 
has raised as much as 30 bushels of wheat. In 1890 
Mr. Lennox bought lots in Deloraine and built on 
them investing $3,000 and later in Melita investing 
$2,500 which enterprise has added greatly to the 
appearance of the respective towns. Mr. Lennox has 
great faith in the capabilities of this portion of the 
province as a wheat growing country and considers 
the climate to be much better and more healthful than 
that of Ontario. He further states that he has seen 
more loss through rust in Ontario than he ever saw in 
Manitoba from frost or drought, and that the land 
here produces a greater acreage of wheat than in the 
east and with less expense. Mr. Lennox thinks that 
one m:m can handle twice as much crop in Manitoba 
as he can in Ontario and that all that is necessary to 
make the country flourish is a greater competition in 
railways and also a larger business centre in the 
western part of the province to compete with Win
nipeg in the matter of trade. 

Dr. A. M. Livingston 
May 10,1899 

Spring has come with all its hopes and anticipa
tions, and the disappointments of last year have faded 
from the mind of the farmer, too busy preparing the 
soil and sowing the seed to waste precious time in 
useless repining. Hope still springs eternal in the 
human breast, and indeed there seems to be good 
grounds for hope this year as the soil and weather are 
exceptionally favourable. Everything seems to give 
promise of a bountiful harvest. Jack Frost was very 
loth to surrender his control over our northwestern 
plains this year and it was only when the warm waves 
of the old sun with ever increasing strength and 
repeated efforts made it no longer possible for him to 
hold out, that he at length loosened his grasp and 



retreated to his stronghold in the far northland. In an 
almost incredibly short time, the crocus, first of all 
our numerous wild flowers to wake from their long 
winter's sleep, dotted the prairie far and wide with 
their beautiful blossoms. The buttercups too, are 
beginning to peek forth and the surrounding prairie is 
already tinged with green save where the rich brown 
mold betokens the waving crop of green of a few 
weeks hence. Among the first to feel the softening 
influence of the returning sun, is the farm of Dr. A. 
M. Livingston situated on the southern slope. 

Dr. Livingston's farm is situated on the southern 
slope of the valley of the Souris and consequently 
responds more readily to this influence. Dr. 
Livingston states that he usually begins sowing on 
the first Monday of April and that in 1895 his was the 
first sample of ripe wheat in the Winnipeg market. 

Like many others, Mr. Livingston came to Man
itoba from Ontario in 1882 and settled first at Carman 
where he ran a livery stable. Leaving Carman for 
greener pastures, he came to Melita in March 1883 
and took up a homestead where he now resides about 
one mile from town. Of course, at that early date 
there was no town in existance here. At the end of 
three months, he returned to Carman for the purpose 
of bringing out his family. The journey from Carman 
was made with an ox team and occupied about nine 
days. On arrival here the family moved into a house 
which Mr. Livingston had erected during the pre
vious three months but which was not completed, 
being merely roofed with tar paper. A short time 
afterwards, this work was removed by a violent storm 
of wind and rain, and the members of the farm were 
obliged to spend the night under the limited shelter 
afforded by an umbrella and a table. However, mat
ters were soon changed and now Mr. Livingston has a 
very comfortable residence, which he put up at a cost 
of $1,300 and stables which cost $1,000. During the 
first year, Mr. Livingston broke 15 acres which he has 
since increased and now has 250 acres under cultiva
tion. In addition to this he has a large and excellent 
pasture field through which the river runs. Mr. 
Livingston, in addition to the chief occupation of 
wheat growing, has raised about 40 head of horses 
and a considerable number of cattle and declares it as 
his firm opinion that farmers in this country go too 
much into wheat farming and too little into stock 
raising. Mr. Livingston has met with marked suc
cess, never having experienced hail or frost and no 
particularly dry seasons, until last year. The average 
yield of wheat has been 20 bushels to the acre but he 
has grown as high as 35 bushels to the acre. 

Dr. Livingston is Dominion Veterinarian for this 
district and last year issued the necessary certificates 
for 4,000 head of cattle exported to the United States 
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and has already issued certificates this year for up
wards of 2,000 head. Dr. Livingston has not ne
glected the 11th commandment for the farmers of 
Manitoba and states that he has set out on his farm 
about 1,000 trees. Most of these trees are now in a 
flourishing condition and add greatly to the ap
pearance of his property which is particularly 
favoured by nature in this respect. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Richardson 
November 15,1899. 

There are comparatively few countries in which 
the success or failure of a single industry determines 
to so great an extent the prosperity of the country as 
in the province of Manitoba and the adjoining territo
ries and states. Not only is the great majority of the 
inhabitants of this country engaged in the one oc
cupation of farming but they confine their attention in 
most districts almost extensively to wheat growing. 
When the season has been favourable good times 
prevail throughout the length and breadth of the land, 
but when the weather proved unsuitable or the price 
of wheat unsatisfactory the contrary result will as 
surely follow, and not only is the farming class af
fected but depression is felt by both town and city to 
an equal extent. It is no wonder then, that merchant, 
mechanic and professional man join with the tillers of 
the soil in anxiously watching the condition of the 
weather from seed time until harvest. For what with 
late springs, weedy crops, drought, hail, excessive 
harvest rains, early frosts and snow fall, there is a 
considerable amount of uncertainty until the grain is 
safely housed in the granary or elevator. 

This year has been exceptionally favourable and 
the elevators and the railroads have been taxed to 
their utmost capacity to convey the millions of bush
els of No.1 hard to the markets of the world. Every 
season has not been so favourable and many of the 
early settlers can tell of hardships endured in days 
gone by. 

Among the very early pioneers of this district are 
Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Richardson. Mr. Richardson 
came to Manitoba in the spring of 1882 from 
Wakefield in the province of Quebec, about 22 miles 
from the City of Ottawa. For about 12 years previous 
to coming to Manitoba he had worked at the carriage 
making business. In the early days in this country, his 
knowledge and skill with tools proved of great value. 
During the summer of 1882 he worked at carpenter
ing in Winnipeg and late in the fall came out to this 
district, and selected a homestead, two miles from 
the site of what is now Melita. He then returned to the 
east, but in the spring of 1883 came west again 
accompanied by Mrs. Richardson. Before leaving 
Winnipeg he purchased a yoke of oxen and outfit. 



The trip from Brandon to Melita, a distance of about 
75 miles, occupied eight days although the journey 
now by train can be accomplished in two or three 
hours. 

During the summer of 1883 Mr. Richardson 
broke about ten acres of his land besides building a 
house and stable. Since that time he has broken about 
70 acres more but did not attempt to farm extensively 
as he could make more money in other ways. During 
the early years he did a considerable amount of 
building for his neighbours. His first wheat crops had 
to be teamed 50 miles to Virden on the main line so 
that growing wheat in those days was not as profitable 
as it is now. 

In 1891 when the town started Mr. Richardson 
built a carriage shop which he sold two years later 
and also a small temporary fruit and confectionary 
store on Front Street. In the fall of '91 he erected a 
larger store on Main where he now resides. Since 
removing to town he has either leased his farm or 
worked it himself. In March last he purchased a half 
section about two miles northwest of town, and this 
season farmed both places putting in about 135 acres 
of wheat. The average yield was about 17 bushels. 
During his experience in this country he has raised as 
high as 40 bushels to the acre and so low as three 
bushels to the acre. In the latter years it was impossi
ble to sell either beef cattle or pork for cash. Mr. and 
Mrs. Richardson have seen the ups and downs of 
pioneer life in the west and endured the inequitable 
hardships connected with it, but they persevered and 
succeeded. 

John Salisbury 
June 7, 1899. 

Mr. John Salisbury is a native of eastern Ontario 
brought up on a farm in the County of Hastings in the 
neighbourhood of Bellview where he had a good deal 
of experience in farm work. During the 10 years 
immediately prior to settling in Manitoba he learned 
the business of cheese making and also worked at 
carpentering both on the Canadian and American 
sides of the boundary. In the spring of 1883 Mr. 
Salisbury determined to seek a home in the west. He 
left Ontario in March that year and came directly to 
the Melita district where he has remained ever since. 
On arriving here he took up a homestead where he 
now resides on the east half of 32-4-26 and imme
diately went into the raising of wheat. Although 
looking back through the light of past experience he 
is now convinced that it was a mistake in the early 
days, before the advent of the railroad to raise wheat 
as the cost of marketing was too great. He is of the 
opinion that it would have been much better to go into 
stock raising in the early days. However, it never is 
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too late to mend and Mr. Salisbury like most other 
farmers is convinced that mixed farming is the safest 
method to pursue in order to make a permanent 
success although as yet he has confined himself ex
clusively to wheat growing. Mr. Salisbury has had 
several experiences of frost and a slight experience of 
hail. Nearly all his land has been brought under 
cultivation and this year he has put in 190 acres of 
wheat and about 60 acres of oats. Yield of course has 
varied in different years, the highest was 40 bushels 
to the acre. Mr. Salisbury intends to improve his 
property by building, and will this year put up a new 
granary. It is by industry that success is achieved and 
Mr. Salisbury is on the highroad to success. 

W. F. Thomas 
by A. B. Estlin - 1936 

As I have already mentioned, Mr. Thomas was 
one of the first settlers and I feel that it will be 
interesting to many of my readers who know him, to 
hear the story of his early days, his hardships and 
privations, all of which were told to me by himself, as 
we sat together smoking our pipes in his comfortable 
home in Melita, where he lives after completing 50 
years of continuous service as Secretary-Treasurer 
for the Municipality of Arthur, which was enlarged 
and made smaller at different times in his career. 

Walter F. Thomas was born in Queenstown, On
tario, on November 3, 1856. Like many other On
tario boys, he left home and came west, to look for a 
job. He had been promised one at Port Arthur, but 
when he got there, the place was filled. Much disap
pointed, he looked about for another. He fell in with a 
man called John Lloyd, from Superior, U.S.A., who 
promised him work if he would go back there with 
him. Having nothing in sight, Thomas went with 
Lloyd on board the little tugboat, and after a very 
stormy passage, during which they expected to be 
wrecked at any time, he finally reached Superior. 
Thomas found the work was in a Root Beer and 
Ginger Ale factory which did not appeal to him, so 
after working there a while he left, and travelled up 
the coast where he got ajob in a saw mill. He did not 
stay there very long either, but went back to Superior 
and took a train for Winnipeg by Fisher Landing. 
Things were not very good in Winnipeg those days 
with jobs scarce, but he got one to go haying near 
Stony Mountain. 

The country around there is low and flat, so when 
Thomas and his new employer started out with 
mower and rake tied behind the wagon, they did not 
get far before they got stuck fast in the oozy mud, for 
which the Red River Valley is famous. After unhitch
ing the horses, the two men tried for several hours to 
get the wagon out. They were soaking wet and the 



mosquitoes buzzed round them in millions. They 
finally decided to get the horses and go back. 
Thomas went to get them but could not find them, 
and came back to the wagon. His boss wanted him to 
go back again and look some more, but Thomas had 
had enough, and started back to Winnipeg. When he 
got there he found the horses had got back to the 
stable, so he bought a saddle and went back to the 
haying, riding one of the horses. 

The haying job consisted of pulling the newly 
mown grass out of the water with the horse, taking it 
on to dry land, and did not last long. Getting back to 
Winnipeg, he heard of the great bed of coal that had 
been found south and west, near the boundary line. 

Having no work in sight, Thomas, who had fallen 
in with Alfred Dugay and James Kinley, proposed 
that they pool resources, buy a wagon, tent, some 
provisions and go out to the coal area. They did this 
and also bought some ponies. They made slow pro
gress as the roads were very wet and soft, but after a 
rest at Portage la Prairie, they got to Grand Valley 
where Brandon is now. Here they found deep snow, 
so had to stop and build jumpers, or rough sleighs, 
before going on. They left Grand Valley, following a 
trail to Oak Lake where Marion Brothers kept a store 
and trading post. They camped here for another rest, 
but had another misfortune, as some Indians stole a 
lot of their precious provisions. Leaving Oak Lake 
they struck south, travelling through a lot of wet 
marshy country, until they reached the Souris River. 
They followed the river until they reached the mouth 
of the Antler. Here they camped and as the country 
looked good, Thomas suggested staying there and 
taking up the land, which they did. He was the only 
one who "stuck it" as I have said previously. In the 
winter following, he had a very narrow escape from 
losing his life. 

He left the camp with his dog and provisions for 
four days, riding his pony to Winnipeg. He camped 
the first night just east of where Melita is now, and 
travelled along the river. On the third he reached 
Plum Creek which is where the town of Souris now 
stands. 

As it was windy and very cold, he cut some small 
poles with his hand axe and covered them with his 
blankets, making a tent. The next morning he was 
horrified to find he could not see. Here he was, miles 
from any human habitation. He lay there for three 
days in this pitiable condition, suffering from snow 
blindness. When his sight came back a bit, he dis
covered that his dog had eaten most of his grub, but 
his pony was all right, having lived by pawing the 
snow from the grass, so he gathered up his little 
outfit, and struck out over the prairie for the Brandon 
Hills where he could get wood. He reached there and 
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camped for the night, but he was getting very weak, 
having had almost no food for three days. He was 
afraid to go to sleep so walked and jumped around to 
keep warm, thereby keeping himself awake. 

The next morning he started for Grand Valley but 
the snow got very deep and at last his pony could go 
no further. There was nothing else to do but to tum 
back, so he retraced his steps to his camp of the 
previous night and next day set out for Plum Creek. 
Snow was now falling heavily, a wind got up and he 
was badly worried lest he should lose his way. 
However, he reached his previous camp, which was 
where the Souris Flour Mill is now, put up two 
crotched sticks with a cross piece, on which he hung 
his mitts and socks to dry. During the night the dog, 
feeling cold, crawled up to the fire, knocked the 
sticks down and they fell in the fire. It was indeed a 
desperate situation. The food was all gone. He had no 
socks or mitts. It was evident that both he and the dog 
would starve, so very reluctantly he killed his faithful 
friend of many trials, and it saved his life by supply
ing a scanty stock of food, or enough to last three 
days. In order to make sure of this, after cooking the 
dog, he did the flesh up in separate packages, tied 
them with a thin strip of shaganappi he had in his 
pocket and took one for each meaL The next day he 
made the sandhills. Here the snow was almost gone 
and the sun shone. While he was riding along, a 
skunk ran along the trail in front of him. Almost 
without thinking he threw his hand axe at it and by a 
wonderful stroke of good fortune, struck it on the 
head, killing it instantly, thereby avoiding 
odoriferous complications and providing an extra 
supply of nice white meat. Very few menus contain 
both dog and skunk. 

Having plenty of food, he got safely home, 
camping on the river south and west of Melita. The 
next day he got back to his shanty, very thankful 
indeed for his narrow escape. He made several more 
trips, but although they were all strenuous, none was 
as bad as this one. 

In the spring of 1882, the snow was very deep and 
went away quickly, with heavy rain, causing all the 
rivers to rise and overflow their banks. It is known to 
this day as the year of the big flood. Settlers were 
beginning to travel in and it was necessary for them to 
cross the rivers. Naturally a lot of them followed the 
Commission Trail from Emerson. So Thomas de
cided to build a boat. He had no boards but enquired 
around among the new settlers. A lot of these had 
brought cars of stock and implements, and most of 
them had some lumber in them. He finally got two 
wide boards, 16 feet long from one called John Bot
teril. These he paid $8 for, and with a few smaller 
pieces from here and there, he built the first boat. It 



was not very stable, and the trip was sometimes 
perilous, but by swimming the ponies and loading 
the buckboards carefully on to the boat, it served the 
purpose and sometimes produced as much as $5 for a 
trip which soon repaid the original outlay. 

It was on one of these trips that Thomas lost his 
arm. He had crossed the river to bring some land 
seekers across, had landed them and was walking 
back to the shanty when he remembered he had left 
his gun in the boat. He went back, picked it up, and 
for some unaccountable reason, the gun went off, 
blowing off his hand just above the wrist. Fortunately 
the muzzle was close to the arm and the flame from it 
burned the flesh and arteries so that very little blood 
escaped. The passengers picked him up, tied a hand
kerchief tightly above the wound and carried him, 
more dead than alive, to his shanty, using the door for 
an ambulance. After lying helpless for eight days, 
the hoped-for doctor had not arrived and there w~re 
signs of mortification setting in. Any chance of gomg 
out for medical help was out of the question and 
things looked very bad indeed. But the same good 
fortune that had brought him through before stood 
him in good stead once more. News of the accident 
reached the Dominion Land Office 30 miles east of 
Sourisford at Old Deloraine and it just happened that 
a young medical student was there getting informa
tion about homesteads. He immediately set out for 
the scene of the accident, and arriving there, decided 
at once that amputation was the only thing to be done. 
For instruments he had only a case of pocket lance 
knives, but no saw. Then someone remembered that 
Joseph Dann, who lived some miles west, and was.a 
veterinary surgeon, had a bone saw. Both he and hIS 
saw were soon pressed into service and the operation 
was successfully performed. To secure the arteries 
and sew up the wound they had only gill net twine, 
but it made a good job. After the operation Thomas 
had a good meal of stewed wild duck and bannocks, 
and was himself again, a wonderful relief after eight 
days of agony and worry. Strangely enough he suf
fered no pain during the operation. Neither anaesthe
tics or antiseptics were used. Mother nature, without 
the aid of science, performed the miracle, assisted by 
a splendid constitution and a healthy body. 

The following summer, being in Ottawa, Thomas 
showed his arm to the family physician, Sir James 
Grant, whose anI y comment was" It was well done. " 
The loss of his arm put an end to his ferrying opera
tions, but having his right hand and arm left he was 
able to get along nicely. When the Municipality of 
Arthur was formed soon after, he was appointed 
clerk, which position he held for nearly 50 years. He 
also was Secretary-Treasurer of the Pioneers' Asso-
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ciation for over 30, being obliged to relinquish both 
offices on account of failing eyesight. 

He is still in splendid health (1936) and greatly 
enjoys a chat with old timers. 

John Williams 
July 19, 1899. . . . 

One of the earliest settlers of the Mehta dlstnct 
and one whose long experience of the country has 
enabled him to form reliable opinions of its pos
sibilities, is John Williams. Mr. Williams left his 
native home in Flintshire, Wales in the year 1881 and 
set out to seek his fortune in Canada. He at first 
located at Hamilton, Ontario, where he started with a 
capital of two hundred and a half. Not satisfied, 
however, with the prospects in Ontario he left in the 
fall of 1882 and came out to Manitoba settling on the 
section of land where' he now resides - five miles 
south of the village of Melita. Mr. Williams enjoys 
the distinction of being the earliest living settler on 
what is popularly known as the Peninsula. His ~arm is 
beautifully located on the banks of the Souns and 
includes besides wheat land, an abundance of pas
ture, wood and water. On his section of land he has 
already broken about 220 acres. Since making ?is 
home here Mr. Williams has always taken an actlve 
interest in the Agricultural Society and Farmers In
stitute having been a director of the former for many 
years and President for three years. At present he is 
and has been for a number of years Secretary of the 
Farmers Institute and was at one time President. His 
impressions of the country are best told in his own 
words in the following communication: 

"To the editor of the Progress: Complying with 
your request for a few of my experiences as one of the 
first settlers in this part of the province and my 
opinion as to the suitability as a place of settlement I 
would beg to offer the following: I arrived in Man
itoba in November 1882 walking from Brandon to 
old Deloraine. The ground was covered with two or 
three inches of snow. Houses on the road were then 
few and far apart and accommodations very limited 
indeed. I struck Sourisford on December 16, 1882 
having paid a man $5.00 per day and his expenses for 
driving me over there with one horse and a jumper 
from Deloraine. Next day I took a trip on the Penin
sula as far as 14-3-27, my present homestead. The 
only dwelling on the Peninsula in those days was a 
little shanty 8' x 10' belonging to the late F. B. Gerry 
which was burnt down in the conflagration of '86. I 
made entry for my homestead on January 19, 1883 
and in the following spring I put in about ten acres of 
wheat, paying $1.25 for seed on breaking that some 
enterprising easterner had done in '82. 

That crop was totally destroyed by hail on July 



29th, pretty hard on a tenderfoot wasn't it? Hail has 
kindly and consistently given me the go by from that 
day to this. It would be tiresome to give the particu
lars of every year that has gone by since. Suffice it is 
to say that my lot has been similar to that of the 
average settler. Ups and downs alternately with per
haps the downs coming a little heavier if not oftener 
than the ups. The incomer of today can form no 
adequate idea of the hardships and privations that the 
people who came in the early '80's had to undergo. 
They travelled all sorts of conditions of roads to 
Brandon, Virden, Boissevain through the snow of 
winter and the mud of summer, but these pioneers 
had faith in the country then and what has transpired 
since shows that it was not misplaced. The names of a 
good many men occur to my mind whom I knew in 
the early days as men of very limited means but who 
are now well endowed with this world's goods. This 
goes to prove that a man who is able and willing to 
work and possesses a modicum of good sound horse 
sense may reasonably expect to get along in this part 
of the province at least. 

That the land is productive does not admit of 
doubt. Wheat grown on some of my neighbours' 
farms has exceeded the mark of 40 bushels to the 
acre, my own has not gone higher than 38. A com
parison between '82 and '99 shows that progress has 
been made on the narrow strip of land known as the 
Peninsula, though it is really an island Mr. Editor. 
The former years saw the first sod turned, the latter 
will probably see 30,000 bushels of wheat grown for 
export besides other grains. In '82 only one small 
shanty was seen on the territory in question, '99 can 
show 20 farm houses. Formerly in our peregrinations 
over the province we had to be guided by instinct, 
now we boast the straightest and best piece of road in 
the southwest. When it is remembered that it was not 
until 1891 that a railway came within a reasonable 
distance I think the showing made is very credible. It. 
is expected that the near future will see greater and 
more improvements than the past, and that fortune is 
only beginning to smile on us. So note it be, we 
deserve all the smile she has to bestow. " 

John Williams 

Harmon Beef Ring - Brown's District 
submitted by Mrs. Helen Harmon Sr. 
Number ROAST BOIL STEAK from 21 and 22 
No.1 and 11 19 14 
No. 2 and 12 2 13 
No.3 and 13 3 I 
No. 4 and 14 4 16 
No.5 and 15 5 17 

1 slice ~ 
1 slice 
I slice 
1 slice 
I slice 

No.6 and 16 6 18 1 slice 

from 22 

No.7 and 17 7 15 1 slice from 21 
No.8 and 18 8 12 I slice 
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No.9 and 19 
No. 10 and 20 

9 
10 

20 I slice 
I I I slice 

The Harmon Beef Ring was organized in 
Brown's District in the spring of 1921 under the 
supervision of William Harmon Sr. A beef ring was 
in operation on a farm in Ontario where Mr. Harmon 
worked. 

A slaughter house was erected on Harmon's farm 
23-4-27 by volunteer labor, some of whom were 
George Anderson, George Fraser, William Mc
Callum, William Baumgarten, John Oberlin, Milton 
Taylor, Abe Bartholomew, John Lamport, William 
Paxton, William Mason and William Harmon. 

A license to operate the beef ring was issued by 
the government each year and was inspected by the 
Department of Health. Each beef to be slaughtered 
was inspected for quality and weight by an appointed 
inspector. 

Each year there were 20 animals slaughtered and 
cut up according to the chart issued by the Depart
ment of Health, there being 20 whole shares of meat 
or 40 half shares. Each whole share gave a member a 
cut of roast, a cut of boil and a slice of steak. Each 
half share member received one cut of boil and a slice 
of steak one week and the next week he received a 
roast. The animal to be slaughtered was delivered to 
the slaughter house on Monday night, slaughtered on 
Tuesday night and cut up early Wednesday morning. 
It was placed in flour bags which had the member's 
name on it. Butchers included Jerry Donohue, Alex 
Morgan, Art O'Brien, Josh Clarke, Lome Slack, 
Ewart Holden and Harry Compton. They were given 
$6 or the beef hide for payment. The meat cut up each 
year averaged 9000 lbs. and was a supply of A-I meat 
for the members. 

At the annual meeting held at Harmon's, ac
counts were settled. Settling of accounts included 
payment of overweight and underweight of meat re
ceived. For example if the weight of an animal 
which a member supplied weighed 500 pounds and 
he received 450 pounds of meat, he was paid for 50 
pounds of meat @ 10 cents a pound. If he received 
more than 500 pounds he paid 10 cents a pound for 



overweight. The total number of pounds of beef and 
meat received had to balance. 

After settling of accounts of which Mrs. Harmon 
was secretary and recording officer for 35 years, a 
dance and card party was held and enjoyed by up to 
100 people with pot luck lunch. Mr. and Mrs. Herb 
Dobbyn usually played for the dancing. 

In 1956 the beef ring closed. Deep freezes had 
taken over from ice wells. 

The Beef Ring at Verona 
One interesting aspect of rural life was the beef 

ring. Verona organized a beef ring in the early days. 
Henry Thompson built a slaughter house on his farm. 
He and Gus Neumann were the butchers. The mem
bers supplied the animals which were butchered 
weekly for 20 weeks during the summer. The carcass 
was cut according to a chart and a different cut was 
allotted to a member each week. Thus by the end of 
the season those owning a full share had every cut 
from the whole animal. 

The morning the meat was to be distributed, it 
was cut and weighed and placed in clean flour sacks 
that each member had left the week before. Kathleen 
Carlton was the bookkeeper. She arrived at four 
0' clock in the morning (and was never late) to help 
weigh and tabulate for her records. She remained 
until the last parcel of meat was picked up. 

Bucking Hay 

It was always a delight each week to see Florence 
Moore arrived with her top buggy and high-spirited 
driver when she came to pick up their meat. 

The beef ring solved the problem of having fresh 
meat in the day when there was no refrigeration. 

Pioneer Resourcefulness 
by A. B. Estlin 

It may be interesting to many readers to tell them 
how the early settlers managed to get along without 
many of the necessities of the present day, especially 
tools and conveyances. First among these was the 
Red River Cart. This was a wonderful vehicle and 
was built without a bit of iron. It was made, usually, 
of native oak - two poles about 12 feet long, peeled 
and flattened at the large ends for shafts; crosspieces 
of flattened poles with the ends sharpened, were 
fitted into the shafts, if the builder possessed an 
auger, or an iron to heat for boring the holes. If not 
they were tied on with strips of untanned hide called 
"Shaggnappi" , soaked in water, so that when it dried 
it would shrink and be tight; then uprights were put 
on, flaring out, and crosspieces attached to them, 
forming the body. The axles, also of oak, were tightly 
bound to the shafts, and the wheels, about five feet 
high and about three or four inches thick, with a hole 
about four inches in diameter in the hub, were put on 
the axles, kept in their places by a wooden pin on the 

Stacking hay with a "bucking pole" by Bev and Bill Robinson in the 1950's. 
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outside. Flattened poles were lashed, or pegged to 
the crosspieces forming the bottom. There being no 
lubrication of any kind, the squealing and grunting of 
a calvade of these carts could be heard for miles, but 
they were very serviceable, would carry a load of half 
a ton and a single ox, or a strong pony would pull 
them through soft places when a wagon would get 
mired. The writer drove one, with a big long homed 
ox, over the Commission Trail in the spring of 1882 
so can vouch for the truth of this statement. 

After the cart, which was soon displaced by the 
wagon, perhaps the humble stoneboat deserves men
tion. The settlers from Ontario usually brought one 
with them, but the less fortunate ones had to make 
one. Two stout pieces of oak or birch, with a crook 
turning up, formed the runners, with cross pieces 
mortised to them with flattened poles for the bottom. 
It made a very useful implement. It was good for 
taking stones off the new broken land, drawing ma
nure from stables, sods for buildings, and even for 
going to dances, and other social gatherings, when 
the wagon was in use, or away, and there was no pony 
and buckboard. 

I have mentioned sods for building. Many of the 
early settlers were too far from timber to permit their 
building log houses and stables, so had to use sod. A 
spot was selected on which buffalo grass grew, usu
ally a low spot. This grass had very strong roots, 
which grew close together, forming a very tough sod, 
almost like the peat that is so much used for fuel in 
the British Isles. Having found a spot, the builder 
took his breaking plow, having sharpened the share, 
and turned over as much sod as he thought he would 
use, cutting the sod about 12 or 14 inches wide, and 
three inches thick. If he had neighbours, they had a 
"bee" and they laid out the house, building the sods 
like bricks, tying the comers carefully and filling up 
the cracks with dry dirt. Flattened poles were laid 
over the spaces left for the windows and doors, then a 
heavy pole for the ridge pole, with smaller ones, as 
close together as his available material would permit 
for rafters, then long grass, called thatch grass, if 
available, or hay, if not. Two layers of sod, the joints 
being carefully broken and filled with clay formed 
the roof. This, when it had settled, and weed seeds 
had begun to grow, made a roof that would turn the 
heaviest rain. A piece of oiled cotton, tacked over the 
window frame which was also made of flattened 
poles, gave some light and when a board could be 
got, and made into a door, the building was complete, 
and all the owner had to do was to return the work of 
sod building when his neighbours needed his help. 
The only tools needed were an axe and a brace and 
bit, or small auger. 

Wooden ox collars were often made of birch or 
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oak, the yoke being not very good for plowing or 
teaming in the summer months, as it kept the oxen 
too close together and interfered with their free 
movement, so was soon superseded, except for bush 
work, by harness, which consisted of a collar, two 
trace chains, and a back band of shagganappi, to hold 
the traces up. The wooden collars, combined collar 
and hames and were strong, cool and easily replaced. 

Owing to the distance from stores, and often, 
even they were out of it, coal oil for lamps and 
lanterns was a very necessary article, and it was 
necessary to provide for this contingency, so tallow 
candles or dips as they were called in the old country 
were made. This was done by tying strings on a stick, 
then a pan or tub of water was heated on the stove 
with a smaller tin of fat floating in it. The strings were 
dipped in the melted fat, and then taken out and 
allowed to cool and the dipping process continued 
until the candles were the proper size. Another 
makeshift light was the "Stinking Jimmy". This 
consisted of a pan of fat with a piece of rag floating in 
it, the rag forming the wick and it certainly deserved 
its name as it gave far more smell than light. 

Yeast was made with wild hops, which grew on 
the river and creeks and also in the Turtle Mountain. 

Doctors of Pioneer Days 
An account such as this one should not overlook 

the part played in the community by the early doc
tors. Theirs was truly a work of mercy performed 
under hardship. Called out perhaps at midnight to 
attend at the bedside of suffering humanity, he would 
unhesitatingly start forth through storm, or darkness, 
or bad roads reaching his destination perhaps twenty 
or thirty miles distant. There he probably found that 
the paramount conditions were those of poverty. 
With his kit of medicines he undertook, without 
prospect of reward, to relieve the afflicted, handi
capped in every way through lack of resources and 
conveniences. In the home there was little to work 
with. Delicacies of food were absolutely lacking and 
still worse, unobtainable. Alone without assistance 
save what rude aid some member of the family could 
give, he undertook his work. No modern scientific 
aids were at hand. Instead of these he was forced to 
improvise from the scanty materials available. His 
earnest endeavors and assiduous attention brought 
wonderful results from the most unpromising condi
tions. But the subduing of these conditions made real 
men of them. A goodly number of such doctors 
became outstanding in their profession later in life. 

While the life of a physician was a serious life, 
one instance may be recalled having a touch of 
humor. A respected resident of the district in falling 



backwards off his load in the harvest field, injured the 
back of his neck quite seriously. The doctor was sent 
for. Now, this doctor had the habit of outraging the 
ethics of his profession by much self advertising, 
magnifying beyond all limits of fact the seriousness 
of the case; had he been an hour later, no power on 
earth could have saved the patient; however under his 
care the man would soon be himself again. This 
physician diagnosed this as a case of broken neck. 
There was only one case on record of a man surviving 
a broken neck and this one would be the second, as he 
could surely effect the cure. He gave the patient 
primary attention and then hurried off to the black
smith to have an iron contraption made to hold the 
man's head and neck in a rigid position during the 
process of cure much as splints are applied to a 
broken limb. The patient being in a comfortable 
position financially it was not considered a hardship 
to pay frequent visits. After bearing the discomfort of 
this contrivance for some days he began to complain 
of the treatment to the doctor who decided it would be 
fatal to the cure to remove the iron collar. The patient 
was so informed and persuaded to continue the treat
ment for some weeks longer. In desperation, the 
doctor no sooner having left the premises, than the 
farmer called his hired man to bring the file and 
ordered him to cut the iron collar from his neck. This 
was effected in due time and in a day or so the farmer 
was able to resume his work in the fields as usual, 
none the worse for his experience. 

The History of Captain Large and 
The Empress of Ireland 
From April 28, 1977 New Era, as written by 
Roy Brown 
Captain Large and The Empress of Ireland 

Hunt Johnston Rolston Large was born in 
Shelbourne, Ontario on June 17,1876 and died April 
10, 1947. According to information received from his 
son William in Saulte Ste. Marie, Ontario, he came 
west at the turn of the century. He probably came 
with the C.P.R. as it moved west along the southern 
route through Waskada, Coulter, and Lyleton be
tween 1900 and 1903. In any case he did start a 
business in the village of Coulter under the name 
South Antler Steel Works. His business cards and 
announcements indicate that he ran a general repair 
and machine works, making many different types of 
farm implements and small items such as 
whiffletrees, doubletrees and cement mixers. 

According to people like Mr. Wesley Mallo, 82 
year old pioneer of the Coulter district, Rolston was 
very well liked. He apparently had a winning person
ality and even people with whom he had dealings and 
may never have paid, all had a good word for him. 
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One thing for certain is that H. 1. R. Large was 
extremely clever. He was a first class steam engineer, 
a blacksmith and a master mechanic of no mean 
ability. 

When automobiles started making their ap
pearance on the main roads, Rolston, according to 
articles in the Melita newspaper accounts of that era, 
was given credit for repairing cars left on the side of 
the roads because the driver knew very little about the 
new means of transportation. One article of 1909 
states that an American visitor to Coulter could have 
been left stranded had not Rolston come to his aid 
and made repairs and adjustments to his car. 

Although Rolston Large may not have been 
blessed with many worldly possessions, he did have 
a big Irish heart. There are many stories of how he 
tramped through the snow drifts in cold weather to 
take some of the pioneers their weekly mail, receiv
ing in return a sincere thanks and a hot meal. 

There was a time too, when Rolston saved the life 
of a man who had become tangled in the wheel of a 
threshing machine. Rolston coolly took a heavy ham
mer and broke enough of the large wheel, which was 
endangering the man's life, to free him. The victim, 
although badly injured and somewhat marred by the 
accident, was forever grateful to Rolston, who 
thought nothing at all of the incident, even though he 
himself could have been injured. It was incidents like 
this that made people like him and it is little wonder 
that he was able to get financial backing for his boat 
building enterprises. 

Many people have asked "Why would a man 
build a big boat in a small village like Coulter?" The 
answer would probably be much the same as the one 
given by the man when he was asked why he wanted 
to climb a high mountain it was the challenge. 

After spending several weeks in the research of 
the boat building activities of Captain Large, I have 
come to the conclusion that, while the boat built in 
Coulter, with the help of Andy and William 
McKague, was not a masterpiece, it was seaworthy. 
Large, having little money but plenty of courage, 
wrecked an old C.P.R. box car. The heavy plank 
flooring was used in the boat and some lumber taken 
from the inside of an old house, along with some new 
lumber, gave him sufficient material to build the hull 
and the superstructure. The boat was propelled by a 
large one-cylinder gasoline threshing engine at
tached to the belt drive-shaft of the two large side
wheel paddles. The paddle wheels were about nine 
feet in diameter and were made of steel. It must be 
remembered that electric arc and acetylene welding 
had not been invented in 1908, when Large made his 
first boat, and all metal parts were made in the forge 
in his little workshop. The workmanship in the pad-



dIe wheels and other parts used in giving the boat 
structural strength, was the work of a man who was a 
master tradesman. While the superstructure lacked 
the professional touch of the boats built in boat build
ing establishments, it was, nevertheless a good look
ing craft. It was painted white and green and her 
name was an indication that Captain Large, being an 
Irishman, was not ashamed of his "Empress of Ire
land" . 

The boat was built not too far from the old church 
in Coulter and the story goes that on the lovely 
Sunday mornings in spring, when the minister was 
giving his sermon, Captain Large would start up his 
noisy machines and disrupt the church service. The 
elder of the church finally suggested to the minister 
that he have a little chat with Captain Large and ask 
him to either come to church or not operate his 
noisemakers during the service. The minister did call 
on Captain Large and when asked by some of the 
elders next day as to how the meeting had turned out, 
the minister replied, "It was the biggest mistake I 
have ever made. He knows more about the Bible than 
I do". Large, however, did not operate his machines 
during the service thereafter. 

Then there is the story of how Captain Large kept 
one of his children warm in the old house in which 
they lived. They had an old fashioned cook stove 
with a high back. He fashioned a cradle out of wire 
and hooked it over the back above the stove, to keep 
the baby warm on cold winter days. 

The Large family lived in the village for some 
time and they also lived on the high plateau overlook
ing the Souris and South Antler rivers. Rolston had a 
team of mules and used to tether them out at night. He 
drove two iron pipes into the ground beside the house 
for the purposes of tying up the mules. The two pipes 
are still there beside the basement of his old home. 

"The Empress of Ireland" was built in 1908-9 
and was launched that year on the Souris river, just 
below the town. There was considerable difficulty in 
getting the big craft to the river, according to reports, 
many people were present to see whether the "thing" 
would float or go to the bottom. One skeptic was 
alleged to have said, "You don't expect that thing to 
float, do you Rolston?" Captain Large painted a 
water line along the hull and the skeptic was quite 
surprised when the boat drew just enough water to 
come up to the line. He never doubted for one minute 
that the "Empress" would be seaworthy, and he was 
right. 

According to the passenger tickets for the year 
1910, still in the possession of Miss Margaret Elliott 
of Melita, the "Empress" was built to ply the Souris 
between Napinka and Scotia, North Dakota. How 
many trips were made is not known. One thing 
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however, still in the mind of Mr. Mallo, is that the 
boat was built narrow in order to pass between the 
piling of the C.P.R. bridge. He recalls too, that he 
often steered the boat while Captain Large would 
sing lively songs and accompany himself on the 
banjo, to the delight of the passengers, who had 
taken along their picnic baskets full of goodies, to 
make a day of it. Large's charming personality did 
indeed overshadow anything that may have been left 
to be desired, as far as the workmanship of the boat 
was concerned. 

The Melita Progress reported on October 17, 
1907 and September 23, 1909, that Captain Large 
was the proud father of another girl, and that his 
friends were looking for cigars. 

"The Empress ofIreland" was beached in the fall 
of 1909. She was used in the spring of 1910 for a short 
time, then Rolston decided to move her to a more 
lucrative area. Consequently she was loaded on huge 
truck wheels and transported to the C.P.R. track, 
where she was placed on two flatcars and taken to 
Brandon in July. She was used as an excursion boat 
on the Assiniboine river during the Brandon Fair. 
How she was taken from the train to the river is not 
known, but Large's ingenuity would soon overcome 
any problems he may have encountered. 

"The Empress" plied the Assiniboine for the 
balance of 1910, between Currie's Landing, east of 
Brandon, and Curran Park, west of the city . . . 

The "Empress" was tied down for the winter in 
the fall of 1911, at the mouth of the Syne river. She 
burned to the ice that winter, and all that was left in 
the spring was her big boilers, the paddle wheels and 
a portion of the hull . . . 

Captain Large found a group of men in Brandon 
who listened to his story about how money could be 
made by hauling coal down the river. The charred 
hull of the "Empress" was taken up the Syne behind 
a gasoline powerboat to Large's shop, where she was 
rebuilt and converted to carry coal and other cargo. 

Captain Large could not bear the thought of 
painting "Empress of Ireland" on a coal barge, so 
she was renamed "Assiniboine Queen". She was 
used for the summer and fall of 1912 to haul coal and 
materials downstream to where the bridge was being 
built over the Assiniboine. She was caught in the late 
fall in the ice, and was tied up with two logging 
chains on the north shore, about 2001 downstream 
from the north abutment of the bridge. The spring of 
1913 brought a very severe flood and torrential rains. 
"The Queen" finally went to the bottom, and there 
she remained until the Jaycees of Brandon moved 
about six feet of silt and took her big paddle wheels, 
the engines and two logging chains which were still 



good as new. The two boilers had been removed 
during World War I to make war machines. 

After losing the "Assiniboine Queen", Captain 
Large and Art Mansoff opened a garage and repair 
shop in the Village ofWaskada, where they remained 
until the winter of 1914. When war broke out that fall, 
Large went back east, where he worked in a muni
tions factory. 

Greenley Threshing Outfit 1901 
(Taken from October 11, 1901 Melita Enterprise) 

Of all the machine outfits 
Which work down by the Souris 
We consider Bob Greenley's 
The best and surest. 
Wind or foul weather 
Rain, snow or sunshine 
This outfit can do its work 
And do it quick and fine. 
It's twenty-five horse power engine 
Gives plenty of power and speed 

Note wooden water tank right side of picture. 
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To run the thresher and blower 
No matter now fast they feed. 

We have a cyclone blower 
The best that's made 
And a thresher 
Which knocks the others in the shade. 
It's trained gang 
Of sixteen manpower strong 
Can do great work, 
And do it right along. 
Our gang is composed of men 
Separated by many a mile 
Brave boys from Ontario, and England 
And some from the Emerald Isle. 
Of morals, our men don't boast 
Although we have Moody and Sankey, 
Some say a few cuss words 
And some a shade silly or cranky. 
Long live the Greenley outfit 
The pride of the Antler and Souris 
The best for the rich man 
As well as the best for the poor. 



Gar-Scott steam outfit on farm of J. B. Coates - note smoke stack at rear of engine and straw carrier on thresher. 

J. Oberlin outfit 1914. 

Threshing on the Roblin farm. 

Our Indians 
by A. M. Thompson 

Indian bands of the Moose Mountains used to 
visit other bands in the Turtle Mountains every sum
mer. The old trail crossed the creek (now called 
Gainsborough) where the banks sloped down to the 
water about a half mile west of our farm. East of us 
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was the Souris "Ford". The south banks of the river 
sloped gradually to the water which ran rapidly over a 
solid bottom of gravel and stones. Thus, the old trail 
passed right across our farmyard. 

We youngsters were always scared of Indians. 
Our dog could smell the tribe coming from the west 
and his barking gave us warning. Usually this would 
be mid-afternoon. Our farmyard was part of the trail. 
Several times a caravan of Indians passed on their 
visiting journeys. 

There would be teams of ponies pulling wagons, 
democrats or carts of some kind. Before and behind 
were boys and young men on ponies, older men and 
squaws, youngsters and dogs walked, or ran about, 
from front to rear guard. 

As youngsters, Myrtle and I were "scared of 
Indians", but each passage of such typical groups 
passing between our house and barn was a wide-eyed 
event we wouldn't miss. They never bothered us or 
caught our chickens. Some squaws would stop at the 



Sitting Eagle at Melita Fair. 

house and ask for bread. Once our dog, who could 
smell Indians for a mile, began to bark. Mother 
recognized the" Indians coming" and moved most of 
the baking out of the kitchen. 

Often the tribe would stop for the night near the 
Ford on the Souris, lifting their teepees in a line on 
the open prairie just west of the bridge after there was 
one over the river. We would see them when Myrtle 
and I went to Peninsula School, driving "Old Ned" , 
hitched to a buggy. The pace was about six or eight 
miles to the hour as "Old Ned" humped up and down 
and moved foreward about as he pleased, "no matter 
what was beaten on his rump", except when the 
Indians were encamped by the bridge. He could 
smell the camp as we neared the bridge and his ears 
and tail would go up and he had to be "driven" down 
the hill and across the bridge trying to go side-ways 
and taking off south instead of west as we left the 
bridge. We would make a great circle on the Prairie 
(then) to get back to the road home. 

Some winter before the First War we met" Sitting 
Eagle", an Indian Chief with braids of long hair 
hanging down his chest and red string tying the ends. 
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He was right in our kitchen! He had a beautifully 
beaded doeskin "vest" garment to sell. His squaw 
had made it. Father did not buy it but mother fed 
Sitting Eagle some warmed-up dinner extras. He 
took note of the two wild-eyed youngsters and 
learned their names of Murrill and Myrtle. Sitting 
Eagle, long known to many, was of the Pipestone 
Reservation but lived much of the time off the re
serve. As a young warrior, he and several others from 
the Pipestone tribe came down on horseback to 
where Mr. Dave Elliott had his first dwelling of 
dugout and logs in the hills near the South Antler 
Creek about a mile west of its junction with the 
Souris River. This was the time of Indian rebellions in 
the west. All tribes were urged to join with those 
assembled with Riel west of Saskatoon. They de
manded that Dave Elliott give them his gun, ammuni
tion, knives and what else he had for trading. He 
refused and threatened to use his shotgun unless they 
let him alone. 

Later, after the 1885 engagements with the West
ern Indians were over, they decided such a brave man 
deserved to be recognized as a warrior. As was their 
custom, the tribe accepted Dave Elliott as a member 
and in particular as Sitting Eagle's "brother". Still 
later, Sitting Eagle often visited his "brother", Dave 
Elliott, enjoying his food and farm, much to the 
annoyance sometimes of his children. Dave Elliott 
became Postmaster of the Sourisford Post Office. We 
always received our mail there until 1916 when we 
left the farm adjoining his. 

One bright winter Saturday forenoon, I was sent 
down over the hill to Sourisford Post Office or Dave 
Elliott's which included Ella and Ethel Elliott who 
went to school as we did. I arrived safely on snow
shoe almost at dinner time. We had a telephone n )W 

so the girls got their older sister, Myrtle Elliott, to 
phone Mother and get permission for me to stay and 
have dinner with them, which she did. There was Mr. 
Elliott at one end of the table, Myrtle on the end next 
to the kitchen, Ella and Ethel on one side and me 
alone on the other. There were plenty of potatoes, 
meat, gravy, bread and butter and a big bowl of 
preserved saskatoon berries left on the table after we 
all had finished our meal. In came Sitting Eagle. He 
came through the kitchen, to where we all sat around 
the dining room table, with only a grunt of acknowl
edgement to his blood brother, Dave, swung a chair 
up beside me and sat down to eat. I can remember 
being totally at a loss. I was not used to Indians, 
brothers or not. 

Sitting Eagle calmly reached over, took my plate 
and my spoon. He dumped all the leftover potatoes, 
meat and gravy onto it and spooned it down. He took 
all the bread, the butter, half a big bowl of saskatoons 



and ate everything. After he had done this, he got up 
from the table, went into the kitchen and lay down 
right in the way of everyone, in front of the kitchen 
stove and went to sleep. 

The next time I saw "Eagle" was in the spring of 
1920. I was staying overnight in the Cecil Hotel in 
Brandon to catch a train next day to go to see my 
brother Archie at Kelwood, Manitoba. I had supper 
in the hotel dining room. I was awed by the number of 
white tablecloths and the seven or eight young lady 
waitresses. I was too bashful to even order a meal 
much to the amusement of one of them, but not so 
Sitting Eagle. 

While I was bashfully eating from those several 
small dishes containing different foods that sur
rounded your dinner plate in those days, I looked up 
to see what was causing a titter among the waitresses. 
It was Sitting Eagle. 

There in the doorway, fully erect with his shining 
black hair divided and hung in two resplendent braids 
down over his elaborate beaded vest, was "Eagle". 
He looked right and left over the room, over the girls 
and me, checking fully to see if this place would do 
for him before he strode majestically to one table in 
the middle and regally ordered all food suggested by 
the two or three waitresses who were offering food, 
drink and attention. 

Six years later, it was different. It was April 1927 , 
and it was on the prairie near our farm one fine spring 
forenoon. I had been attending Normal School in 
Winnipeg and got Easter week holiday. I had left 
Winnipeg to trap beaver and muskrats to get enough 
money to pay for the rest of the courses. I was staying 
with sister Nellie and using a flat bottomed boat on 
the river there. That morning I had crossed to the 
west of the creek and was checking for fur bearers in 
our old pasture. Crossing the open pasture area on 
the south side of the creek I saw a man coming from 
near our old farm house. I went to meet him and half 
away across the prairie found Sitting Eagle moving 
his spring trapping from his winter coup, in the 
present "Coulter Park". He had traps and blankets, 
clothes and half a pail of potatoes hung on him 
somewhere and was bound for the bridge over the 
creek so he could get along the river north of its 
mouth. He sank down to earth with a grunt of relief 
and I went down to fare him. 

We discussed scarcity of fur bearers, and prices 
to be expected. Remarkably he placed me quickly in 
his memory of many years before, when he had first 
learned my name Murrill. This was in our farm 
kitchen when he had offered to sell a beaded vest to 
father one winter day. He called me correctly by 
name. At that time, the League of Nations was the big 
international movement for peace among nations. 
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Eagle was full of questions about the proposed "Lu
cerne Treaty" and wanted my opinion of its pos
sibilities. Eagle certainly had no radio or power to 
run one. He did not get and could not read news
papers but he knew more about it than I did. 

I never met Sitting Eagle again but I heard of him 
from time to time. During those years until his death, 
he became known to many in the country 40 to 50 
miles from the Pipestone Reserve. My aunt, Mrs. 
Tom Loucks, made a "wedding dress" - about 
"your size" as Eagle asked. One fall he supplied 
yards of rich cloth, ribbons and lace and returned in 
the spring to get it. It was given to him carefully 
pressed and packaged and he put it in the sack he had 
for his coyote pup skins. He got municipal bounty for 
them. A year later he was asked about the dress and 
where was his new wife. He said the dress was 
greatly admired but the girl was "too much white girl 
and had run away with some young man" . 

He died cold and alone in a winter camp in the 
Turtle Mountains. Among all the stories and reports 
about Sitting Eagle, I never heard of mean, illegal or 
bad things. He was a friend to me and I think to many 
others. I hope he found a "Happy Hunting Ground" 
and that I can do as well. 

s. S. Melita 
by Dr. Paul Neufeld 

One of the Canadian Pacific Company's steam
ships, the "S. S. Melita" (named after Melita, 
Manitoba) was launched April 24, 1917. Her number 
was 136367, she weighed 14,000 tons, was 520 feet 
long and 67 feet wide and travelled at a speed of 16 
knots. Construction was originally planned with 
Hamburg America Line when war intervened. Then 
it was built by Barclay Curle & Co. of Scotstown and 
brought to Belfast for installation of machinery and 
completion by Harland and Wolff. She sailed her trial 
run January 15, 1918 and was immediately requisi
tioned as an Allied troop ship for the remainder of the 
war. Much of this involved transporting troops to 
French battlefields, and when the war ended re
patriating Allied and Axis prisoners of war. In July 
she had been attacked by German U-boats but man
aged to escape unharmed. 

Harland and Wolff records indicate that when the 
Melita left her yards her accommodation most likely 
consisted of 386 cabin class berths, 115 alternative 
third class, 331 permanent third class berths, and 
1098 portable third class berths. 

After hoisting the c.P. houseflag of six alternate 
white and red squares in two rows, the Melita worked 
the Liverpool - Montreal run until 1922. For the 
next three years she sailed the Antwerp - South
ampton - Montreal route. She made history those 



years, transporting Mennonites from war-torn 
Ukraine following the Russian Revolution. 

In 1925 this vessel brought 963 persons of British 
and Belgian birth to Canada to settle on land in the 
three Prairie Provinces. 

Mr. John Williams booked passage on the S. S. 
Melita in 1928 and made inquiries regarding local 
pictures sent from Melita to display aboard ship. 
These had been removed during the war and lost. The 
C.P.R. was asking for duplication of these pictures. 

In the early 1930's the S. S. Melita was with
drawn from transatlantic service on the St. Lawrence 
and entered a career as a passenger and freight carrier 
in the Mediterranean. In 1935 she was sold to a firm 
of Italian ship builders for $31 ,000 for the purpose of 
demolition. However, war again loomed and the Ital
ian government intervened. The name was changed 
to Lingura and she was again used for troop trans
porting. 

Later, during the Italian invasion of Albania, the 
Lingura was reported to have been torpedoed by 
British submaries near Durazzo with heavy loss of 
life. However, somehow she survived. 

On January 1, 1941 the Lingura was set aflame by 
an Allied air raid at Tobruk and scuttled. In 1950 she 
was salvaged, was towed to Savana and was broken 
up. 

It was somewhat ironic that she should end her 
days off the coast where previously she had cruised 
with many happy holiday makers. 

The Spanish Influenza Epidemic 
submitted by John McRae 

The Spanish Influenza Epidemic that swept 
across Canada, beginning in the late fall of 1918 and 
continuing through 1919 into the early months of 
1920, was certainly the worst epidemic experienced 
in Canada in the twentieth century. This was by 
reason of its spread from coast to coast, the large 
number of deaths caused by it, and the length of time 
it persisted. 

The disease broke out in Europe just at the close 
of World War I. As the name suggests, I believe it 
started in Spain and spread quickly through Europe 
and the British Isles. It was brought to Canada by 
soldiers returning from the war. 

Southwestern Manitoba was severely affected by 
this epidemic, but strange to say there was very little 
recorded locally about the epidemic at that time. The 
probable reason was that everyone was preoccupied 
with the event themselves and the shortage of staff 
caused by the illness, left local papers little time to 
record the event taking place. 

For this reason, this account of the epidemic is 
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written from the memories and impressions of a 
person who at that time was eight or nine years old. 

Some of the main characteristics of the disease 
were that it was highly contagious; the patients de
veloped very high fevers; and for those who survived 
the illness, there was a very long recovery period 
before they regained their normal health. 

When the epidemic struck this area, in common 
with most rural areas in Manitoba at that time, did not 
have a local hospital. 

This community was served at that time by two 
medical doctors, a few trained nurses and others who 
had some experience in nursing and some who had 
served as nurse's aides. The majority of these were 
married women who had retired from nursing and 
had families of their own to look after but were 
always willing to help in an emergency. Transporta
tion for the doctors was by horse and cutter in the 
winter and mostly by car in the summer months. 

In those days there was no such thing as automat
ically controlled heating systems in the homes and 
the coal and wood burning stoves and furnaces had to 
be replenished and ashes removed by hand whether 
you were sick or well, and in the case of the farm 
families, coal had to be hauled from town by horse 
drawn sleighs. When, as sometimes happened all or 
most of the members of a family were sick at the same 
time, just keeping warm was a problem and if there 
was livestock to look after on a farm it served to 
compound the problems to be overcome. 

There seemed to be very little that a person could 
do to avoid taking the disease apart from avoiding 
contact with other people. At the start at least there 
were no vaccine or serums that you could take to give 
you an immunity from the disease, although, in the 
later stages I remember a Doctor McGee at Napinka 
giving an innoculation, that while it did not give 
immunity it was thought it reduced the severity of the 
disease if it was contracted later. 

An epidemic of this proportion would severely 
.tax the resources of a community now, let alone what 
was available at that time. There were many unsung 
heroes during this epidemic but as in the pioneer 
days, neighbors helping neighbors did much to keep 
the death toll from being higher than it was. 

The local authorities moved quickly to try and 
minimize the spread of the disease. First, a strict 
quarantine program was set up. Public gatherings 
were banned. One of the first casualties of this ban 
was Melita's favorite habit of gathering in the Post 
Office (which was then located on the ground floor of 
the Odd Fellows Hall) while the mail was being 
sorted following the arrival of the 4.30 P.M. train 
from the east. Dr. Leslie, a veterinary doctor of long 
standing in Melita, was at that time the Town Health 



Officer. At the beginning of the quarantine period he 
personally enforced this rule by barring the Post 
Office door and only allowing two people at a time to 
enter the Post Office to get their mail. As families in 
town were quarantined because of illness in their 
homes, their mail was delivered to their door by 
William Scott, the Town Constable. Groceries and 
other necessities were delivered to these houses by 
the stores and left on the doorsteps. 

The town firehall at that time was situated where 
the present Town Office is situated but was a two 
storey frame construction. It was a fairly new build
ing at that time. The ground floor housed the fire 
fighting equipment and there were a couple of jail 
cells in a lean-to at the back of the building. The 
second storey was completed as living quarters and 
the town bell was housed in a tower rising above the 
second storey. These living quarters were pressed 
into service as an emergency hospital for the se
riously ill, and for those who had no one to care for 
them when they were ill. Mrs. Samway, an English 
lady who had nursing experience, was in charge and 
had other volunteers assisting her. Unfortunately I do 
not recall who these helpers were. 

As I recall Melita and district had two doctors at 
that time. Dr. Byers I am certain was one and I 
believe Dr. Blakely was here at that time. The doctors 
were driven on their rounds in the rural area by Jim 
and Bob Greig, who were operating the Livery Sta
ble at that time. In the winter the doctors were taken 
by a team of horses hitched to an open cutter. The 
horses were driven hard to cover the ground but were 
alternated daily and sometimes every half day. In the 
summertime cars were used if and when roads per
mitted. I do not think Dr. Byers ever owned or drove a 
car. I believe, at one time he kept a horse for his use. 

While not very many people seemed to have 
immunity from the disease, it often seemed that the 
ones who died from it were often the younger more 
robust people. It was found that if you went to bed as 
soon as the illness began to develop and went on a 
liquid diet usually consisting of tomato soup and 
cocoa you did not develop the very high temperatures 
that were a feature of the disease. Many of the fa
talities were among those who by reason of their 
strength, kept going when they should have been in 
bed. This was usually because they were looking 
after other members of the family who were already 
sick and in many cases on the farms, going out to 
look after livestock. By the time they were forced to 
give in, they had developed the extremely high tem
peratures that so often proved fatal. 

Another feature of the disease was the length of 
time it took to fully recover their strength following 
their illness. At that time virtually all the telephones 
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were the wall mounted crank type phones. Strange as 
it may seem, recovering patients found, using the 
telephone particularly in a standing position was one 
of the hardest things to do. Many cases of fainting 
were reported if the phone conversations were pro
longed. I recall one or two people who were bed 
ridden invalids for a year or more after having a 
serious bout with the flu. 

In some cases whole families were stricken with 
the disease at the same time. This presented real 
problems in having them cared for. In many cases if a 
nurse was secured she had not only the patients to 
care for but the other household chores as well. 

Quite often there were mUltiple deaths in a fam
ily, sometimes within hours or days of each other. In 
some cases young children were left orphans, and in 
a few cases quite large families were almost entirely 
wiped out by the disease. 

Ordinary funerals were not conducted at the time 
of death because of the restrictions on crowds gather
ing in one place, but I recall memorial services being 
held for the victims of the disease after the epidemic 
had abated. 

The first death in Melita from the disease I be
lieve, was a Mr. Arnold from Napinka who was 
employed in the Melita Post Office at that time. 

I do not know the number in this area that died as 
a result of this epidemic, but there were very few 
homes in the district where at least some members 
did not contract the disease. There were many homes 
where one or more members of the family died as a 
result of this epidemic. 

When warnings were going out a few years ago 
about the possibility of an epidemic of Asian Flu, 
anyone who went through the Spanish Influenza epi
demic could realize what a terrible thing an epidemic 
can be. 

Maybe with all the advances in medicine and 
health care that have taken place since the years 1918 
to 1920 an epidemic could not reach the same propor
tions as occurred in those years. No one would want 
to see that repeated. 

Happiness Greatest Profit 
submitted by Elsie E. Dawson 

I am a former teacher and the wife of a successful 
farmer and keep accurate accounts of money taken in 
from such sources as poultry, dairy produce (butter 
and cream) and eggs. These accounts amuse me very 
much, especially now that the price of butter is 
pegged, so I thought it might interest some of you, 
too, to know just how much a successful farmer 
really makes in a good year, such as 1940. Grass and 
feed were plentiful and the price was as good or better 
than some years for eggs, cream, butter and poultry. 



One good man is all the hired help we have the 
year round, except for harvesters. Our cows freshen 
in March and April and we milk about 10 from then 
on. This year we churned 1,153 pounds of butter 
(price ranged from 20-30 cents) and sold 310 pounds 
of butter fat grading table (price 18 and 19 cents). Of 
the 1,153 pounds we consumed 189 pounds. The total 
amount of money taken in was $249.21. If it takes a 
little more than an hour to milk 10 cows, it would take 
one man 60, 15-hour days to do our milking for the 
year. And for six months of the year these cows must 
be fed well. We feed straw and turnips in the morn
ing, oat sheaves at noon and hay and chop at night 
each day. How much profit do we make? 

We have a splendid home-made henhouse -
really quite modem. Our 75 purebred, Barred Rock 
hens were fed regularly on mixed grains, milk and 
gravel. I took in $47.70 from eggs (price 13 to 25 
cents) and I received A large price for all eggs sold. I 
raised 112 pullets and 101 roosters from this flock. I 
dressed 121 ready for the oven - sold 106 of these 
and made $74.96. I must say that most of these were 
sold in October, so did not require as much feed as 
they would have later on. 

I had a very, very busy season, as I did the 
milking alone in the evening during good harvest and 
threshing weather. I took in a total of $371. 87 and did 
bank a little of it. However, we had more than enough 
money for groceries, telephone, clothing, etc. I used 
the words "took in" because I never figured any 
cost. If! had, I figure the profit would be small. But 
we have health and happiness! What a joy to have an 
abundance of cream, butter, meat, milk and eggs! 

The pleasure, too, of seeing a pig and cow pas
ture with its fine pigs and calves; a well-fenced 
garden with weedless rows of vegetables, flowers 
and fruit trees; a clean yard with thriving chickens; a 
bam of fat, workable horses and a pasture of milk 
cows and beef cattle! I think happiness and con
tentment is our greatest profit - Contented Farm 
Wife. 

Free Press Prairie Farmer 
Hearts Page - Feb. 5, 1941. 

The Fletcher sod house, 1886. 

Home Loving 

The Matt Fletcher sod house, 1895. 

Log house of John Snyder, 1879. 

Alf Gould Stone House built about 1902. 

Mr. W. T. Brockinton's stone house built in 1895. 
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Don Andrews farm house at Coulter {original Edwards farm}. 

The Outhouse 
submitted by Joyce (Bailey) Braybrook 

Down on the farm, so long ago, 
when I was just a kid, 

We didn't have a bathroom 
like our city cousins did. 

We beat a path behind the house 
where a little building stood -

Most people called it "outhouse", 
but call it what you would, 

The fact remains it serviced us 
all seasons of the year, 

And this included winter 
when the cold air brought a tear. 

When lingering long meant freezing 
I hurried up real fast, 

Made use of Eaton's catalogue, 
then to the house I dashed. 

But, when summer came along 
and bees hummed all about, 

There was a peaceful privacy 
inside that little house. 

From outside came familiar sounds, 
the cackle of hens 

And gobble of turkeys 
as they fed nearby the fence. 

The new-born calf was bawling 
to his mother way out there, 

Where she grazed back in the pasture 
with Kate, our old grey mare. 

I left the door half open 
so not a sound I'd miss, 

For in my days of childhood 
the farm yard was pure bliss. 

Now, in my modem bathroom, 
as dreamily I sit 

With silence all around me 
and soft tissue in my grip, 

I find myself remembering 
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the drowsy summer days 
When, in the little outhouse, 

I dreamed the hours away. 
-Unknown 

The Hardships and Joys of Pioneer Life 
by Jane Forsyth 

Let us go back in memory a few years in the life 
of Brown's district and recall a few of the hardships 
and joys of the folk who laid the foundation for this 
fine district. 

We picture families large and small coming from 
lovely homes in towns and villages of Ontario, to 
settle on the prairie. Among these folk were many of 
the pioneers of this district who unloaded their world
ly goods at Deloraine and drove with team and 
wagon, across country, to settle here. 

Arriving in the spring, strangers in a strange 
land, the mother, perhaps not so keen on the move as 
the father, heart sick and lonely as she views the sight 
for the first time. No doubt, many of these folk had 
no intention of staying long on the prairie, a few big 
crops and back to Ontario, to live in comfort, for had 
they not read and agents told them that fortunes were 
soon made in this new country. 

Far away fields are green and these disillusioned 
folk were due for disappointment as far as getting 
back to Ontario was concerned. 

What with drought, frosts, plagues and lack of 
near markets, the returns of the first years were nil. 
Lucky for the west, these folk were not constructed 
on wish bone lines, but back bone, and grasped the 
full situation with a determination to win. 

To the pioneer men, we must raise our hats, but to 
the women, must go the crown. The men worked 
hard and met many set backs, but often in the course 
of their work, came in contact with other men, while 
the women went as long as six months and never saw 
another woman. Think of the loneliness endured and 
of the longing and yearning for home and friends. 

Picture if you can, the hour, when a new life was 
expected on the homestead. The mother after months 
of anxiety, left alone for hours, while the husband 
drove horse and buggy for many miles across coun
try, to fetch that finest type of women hand, the 
midwife. Ignorant it may be of any nursing science, 
but left her home and family to do what she could to 
relieve pain and perhaps save a life. Her wages were 
nil. She wasn't thinking of money, but doing what 
she could to relieve suffering. I had the privilege of 
attending a W.I. Convention in Calgary, some years 
ago, on the platform was a picture of a hard looking 
women, none too clean, posing as a midwife, de
monstrating of course, how wrong it was to have 
anything but a trained nurse at this time. None of the 



speakers took any notice of the picture until a pioneer 
nurse and mother rose to speak. "I would like", she 
said, "if you would kindly have this picture taken 
down and a fine monument erected in her honor 
instead, for had it not been for the care and help of the 
midwife, many a pioneer woman and child would 
have been lost." She told of how she came as a bride 
to a mining town in Alberta, for months did not see a 
woman and when her baby came, had it not been for 
the sympathy and care of one of these women, felt 
sure would not have stood on the platform as presi
dent of Victorian Order of Nurses. 

Time passes quickly and these folk gradually 
adjusted to new surroundings. Children grew and the 
need for a school was soon apparent. The present site 
was donated by the late Mr. H. Brown and the build
ing constructed by the late Wm. Forsyth and Samuel 
Nesbit in 1890. (Jen Arnold's present home is the 
original Brown School.) The school term ran from 
April 1 to October 1st. Think of the educational 
advantages of these children, as compared with to
day, but in spite of that handicap, from the district 
have gone, two doctors, one lawyer, one pastor, one 
layman, who today take a leading place in the work 
of the United Church, several teachers and one nurse. 
The remainder of the boys and girls made homes in 
the district and have upheld the fine spirit of the past. 

The church has always been the central figure and 
foundation in building the district and no other sure 
foundation has any man laid. The work of the church 
grew from a struggling mission field to one of the 
strongest and self supporting country organizations 
in the province. This came about largely by patience 
and loyalty of many who worked among us, men of 
vision who saw a future and put their best into the 
work. In later years, one of the men was heard to say, 
"He remembered the time when a man took his life in 
his hands when preaching at Brown's." This was 
only surplus energy, waiting to be harnessed and out 
of this period came a band of workers second to none. 

There followed good times and bad, but through 
it all, an ever growing regard for truth and honor and 
citizenship of the highest type prevailed. Leaving the 
past, viewing the present and looking into the future, 
let me say to you young folks, "to you we throw the 
torch, be yours to lift it high". You have tradition 
behind you and a wonderful future ahead. You have 
youth, knowledge, courage and faith, but the door of 
your future and opportunity will only open if you are 
on tip toe to meet it. 

Grasp every opportunity to learn and help wher
ever possible no matter how great or small the task. 
Don't sit waiting for great impossible things to hap
pen, all the little jobs along the way are just as 
important and fit us for the big jobs, when they come. 
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If there is one group who deserves our sympathy 
during this depression, I'd say it's the middle folk 
who having spent most of their energy and strength, 
lost all their material wealth during this period, but 
even they have much to be thankful for; health, 
homes, churches, schools, friends, telephones, 
motor cars, doctors, nurses, friendly aid and govern
ment aid where needed. We view the past with pride, 
we look to the future with hope. The outlook is 
brighter than for many years. The years ahead may 
bring to some, the climax of success, to others the 
deepest sorrow we know not. We do know that faith 
in God and in ourselves, trust and respect for our 
fellow man cannot bring aught but the best. 

"Let us then be up and doing with a heart for any 
fate, still achieving, still pursuing, learn to labor and 
to wait. Amen." 

Jane Forsyth 
The New Era, Melita, Man., Thurs., June 14, 1979 

Surplus grain storage. 

Yesterday and Today Farms 

The Forster Farm Home - new house built 1916 home-
stead house centre front. 



Julien Breemersch Farm 1950. 

Arnold Snyder Farm 1951. 

Tom Russell Farm, later owned by Bruce Innes. 

The John Coates Farm. 
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Julien Breemersch Farm 1981. 

John W. Snyder 1973. 

The Claire Roblin Farm. 

Memories of Browns S.D. No. 625 
by Roy Lamport, April 1982 

My thoughts go back to the summer of 1919. At 
that time beginners started to school after Easter 
holidays and continued until the end of June, sort of a 
break-in period, much the same as kindergarten to
day. 

The teacher was Miss Molly Morton from Delo
raineand the new pupils were Mona Harmon, David 
Paxton, Robert Davies, Hugh Jones and Roy Lam
port. 

The first picnic that comes to mind, was held at 



the farm home of Mr. and Mrs. Jim Paton, formerly 
the Jim Savage farm, being E. 34-4-27. 

The Patons had three sons, Hugh, Keith and Jim 
and being Scottish, the father dressed in his kilts and 
entertained that afternoon, playing the bagpipes. The 
children had a grand time competing in races and 
games, while the older folks played horse shoes, tug
of-war, ball, etc. 

The Frank Buck family, with son Frank Jr. and 
sister Dorothy, lived on the Paton farm in the early 
twenties, later moving to the Peninsula District. 

John and Bella Ashcroft and family also lived 
there during the Dirty Thirties, then moved to the 
Wes Crane farm, from there to the Thomas Loucks 
place in the Peninsula District, then to the Brenda 
District. They now reside in the Melita Senior Cit
izens' Lodge. 

The C. E. Parkers, Elgin, Ruby, son Orval and 
daughter Evelyn, lived on 34-4-27 for thirty years, 
retiring to Virden in 1973. Doug and Eva Brown and 
family now reside there. 

With the exception of three or four picnics at the 
James Polworth home, Ken Fraser's and Lamport's, 
the annual picnics were held at the William Brown 
homestead, beside the Jackson Creek. The Browns 
donated two acres of land on the N.E. 22-4-27 for a 
school site. 

The school was built during the summer of 1892 
and was appropriately named, Browns School. 

In the twenties, Bill and Alice (Brown) Mason 
moved to the Brown farm and the annual picnics 
were held there until they sold out in 1944. From that 
time on, most picnics were held at the Browns School 
grounds. A new school was built in 1949, but due to 
lack of pupils it was closed eleven years later and the 
district joined Melita Consolidated. 

The winter of 1924-25 we had practically no snow 
and consequently the kids had a rattling good time 
driving the horse and buggy to school all winter. It 
was also the first time most of the school kids had a 
chance to skate. 

Some of the older young people had a few nights 
of skating early that winter on Jackson Creek by the 
bridge, between Brown's and Harmon's. 

Soon the boom was on, all the kids in the district 
bought skates. On Friday nights we gathered at the 
pond, tied the pony to a telephone pole, put a blanket 
on its back, built a bonfire and enjoyed a couple 
hours of skating. 

Later, William Mason Sr. asked us to put our 
horses in his barn and we went to their home to put on 
our skates, then he drove us down to the pond. 

Before long everybody brought lunch. Our host
ess supplied tea, coffee, etc. 

The Anderson girls, Margaret and Mary played 
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the piano, and we learned to fox trot, waltz, two-step 
and square dance. 

In the same era, the annual beef ring meeting at 
William and Helen Harmon's was held, followed by 
cards and an open dance. Dozens of skating parties 
were held on the creek by their yard, for several 
years. 

Halloween night and parties at the school were 
annual occasions, with everyone in costume, witch
es, goblins, rabbits, bears, snowwhites, clowns, you 
name it. 

On one occasion, in the fall of 1928, two young 
local lads, practiced their routine of southern songs, 
jokes and step dancing, while they were supposed to 
be plowing! 

They arrived at the party a little late, dressed and 
painted as two colored boys from the deep south and 
proceeded to put on their act in the old Brown 
School. 

No one seemed to guess who they were and the 
applause they received nearly brought the roof down. 
Boy what a party! 

Let's not forget the Christmas School concerts. 
Do you remember Mrs. Alice Mason walking to the 
school from over a half a mile south, for an afternoon 
rehearsal, day after day, supplying organ music and 
helping the teacher prepare for the concert. 

Then the big night arrived. Volunteers had put in 
a plank platform, full width of the school. At the west 
end, a natural Christmas tree stood at one side, beau
tifully decorated and loaded with presents. Two gas 
lanterns hung from the high ceiling, which lit up 
every corner of the hall. All the desks, benches, 
folding chairs, etc. available were put in place, with 
the old cast iron stove pouring out a steady heat. 
Everything was all set for the show. 

In early years the Methodist minister from Melita 
and from 1925 on, the United Church minister, usu
ally had the honor of being the chairman for the 
program. At 8:00 p.m., with standing room only in 
the audience, the children all smiles and dressed in 
their finest, we were ready for the show to begin. 

The next two hours or so the children of all ages 
and grades did their best. The audience cheered and 
clapped and often got a repeat performance. Then 
always, just as the last number was over, old Santa 
appeared, all decked out in his red and white suit, a 
huge pack on his back with gifts for everyone, bags 
of nuts and candy, even for all the bachelors of the 
district. 

Lucky Santa always gave a big hug and kiss to the 
teacher and she returned the same with pleasure, for a 
job well done. 

This concluded the first part of the school term, 
then holidays began until after the new year. 



When the book "Melita Tales and Trails" was 
published, I was very disappointed that there was no 
mention of the Forsyth family, who were one of the 
first pioneers and homesteaded on N. 36-4-27 in the 
municipality of Arthur. 

Apparently Miss Jane Forsyth was asked to con
tribute, in writing the Forsyth history up until that 
time. Somehow it was misplaced and never printed. 

It is hoped that someone of the family will come 
forward now and give well deserved credit to this 
well known family. 

Without any discredit to anyone else in the dis
trict, my thoughts go back to three people. Namely, 
Angus, Jane and Walter Forsyth. Angus was a real 
leader in the activities of the Brown's community. 

If you attended the Brown's Sunday school and 
church, he would be there regularly as Superinten
dent or Bible class teacher. 

He organized ball teams and games and picked 
up neighbor lads to play ball. These probably 
wouldn't have been there otherwise. 

He started the Junior Seed Growers' Club in 1936 
and was leader for several years. The members each 
grew small plots of registered seed, which they 
rogued, cared for and cleaned a sample for the Seed 
Fair in the fall. 

Jane was a very good organist, taught a girls' 
class in Sunday school, was always involved in the 
Ladies' Aid, Red Cross and all community work, and 
she was a genuine good neighbor. 

Walter was also musical. He played the piano, 
saxophone and organ. The original organ was re
placed by a brand new one. The local tinsmith in 
Melita, Mr. Charles Cro built a metal case for it, so 
there was no way a mouse could have access to it. 

Walter surely could make that organ talk. It really 
seemed to come alive. He also taught a boys' class. 
He helped to get us lads out to house parties, dances, 
etc. and we all looked up to him. Although he was a 
few years older, we always thought of him as "one of 
the boys." 

The summer of 1937 he was called to that better 
land after a long illness, having done so much in a 
few short years. 

These three, as a family, would put on parties in 
their home and at Browns School, entertaining ev
erybody, from two to eighty-two, with games, con
tests, monologues, plays, singing, musical selec
tions and just plain good fun. 

We, as individuals tend to take a lot of things for 
granted. Why don't we give people credit for the 
things they do from day to day? Tomorrow may be 
too late. 

Fortunately, we still have Jane with us. She keeps 
us going, full of good humor and wit, and always has 

76 

an appropriate poem for every occasion. She is 
known by scores of children as "Aunt Jen" . She now 
resides in the Melita Personal Care Home. 

The residents of the district were fortunate to 
have so many neighbors who were always ready to 
help in time of need and who were just genuine good 
neighbors. 

May the examples of the early settlers continue 
till the end of time! 

Burial Mounds at Sourisford 
The following "Relics of The Moundbuilders", 

by R. D. Colquette is taken from the March 1, 1930 
issue of the Country Guide: 

"But the history of the district around the Souris 
ford goes back hundreds of years before the French 
reached the prairies. It can be read in the relics of the 
moundbuilders which abound in the vicinity. In the 
early years of settlement the University of Manitoba 
did some excavating. A few years later the Smithso
nian Institute at Washington sent up two men who 
exhumed many relics. In 1907 Professor Harvey 
Montgomery, of the University of Toronto, made a 
thorough examination of the mounds and took many 
relics away. He left some with Mr. Elliott, who still 
has them. 

"They had a widespread commerce, had these 
old moundbuilders. Around one of the sculls un
earthed the scientists found a crown or chaplet of 
hammered copper from the Lake Superior region. 
They found fossils which must have come from as far 
away as the Gulf of Mexico. Of special interest are 
the large numbers of beads. They are small discs, of 
different thicknesses but otherwise identical, per
fectly circular with a round hole exactly in the middle 
of each. 

" 'The mounds were quite noticeable when we 
came in first', said Mr. Elliott. 'Some of them were 
round and others long like pieces of graded road. The 
largest of the circular ones was about eight feet high 
and forty feet across. They were used as burial places 
and in one we found 30 human remains. The mound 
builders dug a circular trench about 18 inches deep 
and set the bodies in it in a crouched position. Then 
they covered the trench with sticks and built the 
mound over them. The first layer was of the most 
impervious clay they could find and when the mound 
was completed it was almost waterproof. The pro
fessors told us that the mounds were probably 500 or 
700 years old, not older than 1,000 years. The early 
Indians did not seem to know anything about these 
mounds.' " 

An anthropologist, Leigh Syms, working from 
the Brandon University during the 1970's, has com
piled a journal "The Devils Lake-Sourisford Burial 



Complex On The Northeastern Plains". With his 
kind permission we quote from this journal: 

"If the Devils Lake-Sourisford Burial complex 
persists into the proto-historic or early historic 
period, then it must represent a group such as the 
Assiniboin, Teton, or Crow. By the protohistoric 
period, Mandan and Hidatsa are definitely sedentary 
horticulturalists and are identified archaeologically 
with Coalescent materials. More work must be done 
before more specific identifications can be ascer
truned. 
Summary 

"Despite the limited data that are available, it is 
possible to propose the following: 
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1. There is a distinctive burial complex as part of a 
disinctive cultural unit which includes small mor
tuary vessels, Gulf Coast conch shell artifacts, 
tubular pipes and a variety of raw materials ob
tained in a broad trade network. 

2. The ceramic vessels functioned as religious ritual 
vessels; since religious practioners among Plains 
tribes were primarily males, these vessels should 
be more frequently associated with males despite 
the likelihood that they were made by women. 

3. The Devils Lake-Sourisford Burial Complex is 
confined primarily to the Northeastern Plains, 
west of the Red River. 

4. The People who left the evidence of this complex 

DISTRISUTION OF THE 
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were nomadic bison hunters who moved in a 
seasonal cycle involving wintering in the Aspen 
Parkland and sheltered valleys and summering on 
the Plains, and may have practised some horticul
ture during spring and fall. 

5. Most of the evidence has been found on the edge 
of the Aspen Parkland where interments took 
place in the spring when the bison were migrating 
onto the Plains and the frost was leaving the 
ground; only a few sites have been left as a result 
of someone dying during the summer hunt out on 
the Plains, and 

6. The materials were left by Siouan group(s), influ
enced by Mississippian and Middle Missouri de
velopments, living during the period A.D. 
900-1400; remnants of the trait complex persisted 
into the proto-historic and historic periods." 

"Brockinton Site Attains International Recogni
tion" (1972) Leigh Syms has spent two years at the 
Brockinton site; he has been analyzing the materials. 
He has learned that the Brockinton site has been 
listed on a map of Archaeological Sites in North 
America that was published by National Geographic 
in December 1972. This area will be recognized 
internationally forever. 

Memories 
by Rev. Father S. A. Seaton-Elliott 

It is a real gift of life to be able to render a 
contribution to The Melita Centennial, after 30 years 
absence from the town. How one's mind recalls what 
was Melita then, to what it is today. When first I 

Anglican Sunday School class and teachers in 1949. L-R, 
Back Row: Jack Northam, Rev. Art Wilcox, Kay Eyers, Julie 
Dyer, Dorothy Williams. 2nd Row: Marion Northam, Barry 
Cornish, Nonie Northam, Bob Cobb. 3rd Row: Sharlene Cor
nish, Richie Williams, ?, ?, ?, ? Front: ?, ?, Carol Williams, ? 
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arrived from Britain in November 1953, a bitterly 
cold and snowy day greeted me. 

Melita in those times did not have running water 
or sewage. We had to rely on a horse drawn water 
cart, and had an allowance of three buckets a week. 
The rectory was not furnished with appliances as we 
know them today, the cook stove was one put out by 
Timothy Eaton in 1870, while the underground 
cistern collected all the rain water for general use. We 
did not have a bathroom of any kind inside or out, and 
what was the study, was almost a refrigerator. I recall 
leaving a bottle of milk overnight in it, and the next 
morning the milk was solid ice, to the extent that the 
bottle broke apart. Main Street was not as it is today. 

There were those who endeavoured to make me 
welcome, Jack and Nora Northam, Jack and Mildred 
Clifford (then living in Napinka), Jack and Flora 
Cobb, Jack and Emma Breakey (Napinka), Clare and 
Marguerite Cornish who allowed me to bathe at their 
home, but so many others I remember have gone to 
their rest. Mrs. 1. Barrows of Pierson was a wonder
ful friend, whom we remembered while she lived. 

I think of the many times I had to replace and 
repair car tires due to the bad roads of those times. 
My travels on Sundays covered 60 miles having three 
points to serve, Melita, Napinka and Pierson. Elva 
had been closed soon after my arrival. 

At various times we speak of Melita and district, 
recalling the adventures, and the people who have 
gone before us. At present I am engaged in viriting 
memoirs covering some 75 years which naturally 
covers my Melita days. I wish the town prosperity 
and internal happiness despite the difficult days we 
are going through. May God richly bless everyone. 

Sacred Heart Church burning mortgage in 1974. 



Churches 
Churches 

Our life is a matter of faith, not of sight. 2 Cor
inthians 5: 7 

The Holy Trinity Anglican Church 
submitted by Dorothy Pratt 

The Holy Trinity Anglican Church was situated 
on lot 15, block 11, in Elva. They bought the property 
on February 13, 1906 and a parish was not formed 
until October 22,1913. Names of some of the minis
ters were A. E. Daviss, R H. Warner, S. R. Ham
mond, William 1. Finch, and Morrell and W. D. 
Cross. The church was closed in 1952. 

Elva Anglican Church. 

Christ Anglican Church, Melita 1897 -
1984 
submitted by Nora Northam 

The first Anglican service in this area was held in 
the early 1880's by Rev. Cartwright, who had been 
sent from Winnipeg. In 1892 a stone church, the first 
church of any denomination, was built west of the 
Souris River on 14-1-29 in the Copely district. It was 
known as St. George's Church. The person responsi
ble was a Mr. Gale from London, England, who 
came to visit his nephews in the area. He appealed to 
his friends in London, England, and to the Church of 
England Missionary Society for financial assistance, 
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telling them of the isolation of these church people 
and the shortage of funds in the frontier community. 
Enough money was sent out to cover the cost of the 
building material. Books, sacramental vessels and 
linens were supplies by friends. 

This fine church was closed in 1932. Rev. 1. 1. 
McKinney, former minister of the Anglican Parish of 
Pierson, Elva and Melita, conducted the memorial 
service; some 300 people attended, with the late M. 
1. Basted as organist and some of the original choir 
members in the choir. The stone walls remain today 
as testimony of work well done. 

Some of the furnishings of St. George's Church 
of the Copely district, and also some of the people, 
became part of the Anglican Church at Pierson, so 
the link of the past linked with the Anglican Church 
of Melita, through the formation of the Parish. 

The first Anglican services in the Melita district 
were held in 1888 and usually only for the summer 
months. They were held in homes, in Peninsula 
School, and at other points where there were ad
herents of the Anglican faith. (At that time it was 
called the English Church, then English Church in 
Canada, and now the "Anglican Church of Canada. " 

During the next few years, several ministers 
came from Rupertsland (Winnipeg) to give services, 
some were student ministers, and services were only 
held in the summer months. 

Christ Church and Parish Hall, 1962. 



In 1890 the Anglican Church in Melita was 
known as a Mission. The first entries in the Mission 
Register were: First Baptism Cecil Arnold, son of 
Cyrus and Louisa Kirkup, in the section house on 
July 20, 1890; First Burial- John William Bennett, 
on October 2, 1890; First Wedding - Henry Det
wiler and Harriet Bumstead, December 24, 1890. 
The Rev. H. 1. Watson was the officiating clergyman. 

About 1894 a petition was presented to Arch
bishop Machray of Rupertsland to build a church, 
and it was signed by Rev. H. 1. Watson, 1. L. Camp
bell, A. N. Pope, A. T. Broderick, A. B. Estlin, A. 
T. Farrow, A. H. Richardson, N. Taylor and H. V. 
Morse. 

In 1897, under the direction of Rev. William 
Stocker, a well-planned church was built on Lots 9 
and 10, Block 8, Plan 5, on Main Street. Rev. Stocker 
himself was the architect. He also carved the fine 
communion table of solid oak, which is still in use in 
the church today. 

Rev. Wm. Stocker. 

The church was dedicated on October 29, 1897, 
by Archbishop Machray of the Diocese of Ruperts
land. It became known as Christ Church. The special 
speaker for the day was Rev. G. C. Hill. Collection 
for the day was $150, and the church opened without 
a cent of debt. 

The new church register records were: First Bap
tism - Ralph James and Walter, sons of Samuel 
Coldwell and his wife Jean Banks; First Wedding -
Arthur and Edith Ryder on November 16, 1898; First 
Burial- Claus Williams by Rev. A. R. Davis. 
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Altar in Christ Church carved by the Late Rev. Wm. Stocker in 
1897. 

The first lighting system was coal oil lamps, 
which was followed by gasoline lamps, which in 
time was replaced by electricity. The church was 
heated by furnace, coal, stoker, and now a gas fur
nace. 

Ministers of Christ Church - Melita 
1890 
1894-1898 
1898-1900 
1904-1909 
1910-1913 
1913-1916 
1916-1923 
1923-1924 
1924 
1924-1927 
1927-1928 
1928-1932 
1933-1935 
1934-1936 
1937 
1939-1941 
1941-1942 
1943-1945 
1945-1946 
1947-1949 
1949-1950 
1950-1951 
1952-1954 
1954-1955 
1955-1961 
1961-1964 
1964-1965 
1965-1968 
1968-1970 
1970-1975 
1975-1976 
1976-1977 
1977-1981 

Rev. H. 1. Watson 
Rev. Wm. Stocker 
Rev. A. R. Davis 
Rev. S. 1. Roche 
Rev. H. S. Ram 
Rev. 1. Woollen 
Rev. W. 1. Finch 
Rev. W. F. Barfoot 
Rev. F. 1. Ison 
Rev. C. E. Wilkins 
Rev. C. 1. S. Riley 
Rev. Fredrick Franklin 
Rev. 1. I. McKinney 
Rev. W. A. Champness 
Capt. C. Johnson 
Rev. R. L. Morrell 
Rev. B. O. Whitfield 
Rev. W. A. Cross 
Rev. A. Chapman 
Rev. A. W. Wilcox 
Rev. N. M. Sorge 
Rev. David S. H. Minton 
Rev. Seaton Elliott 
Rev. Reg Milburn 
Rev. 1. A. Lockett 
Rev. Len Hales 
Rev. John Barden 
Rev. A. Nash 
Rev. John E. Robinson 
Rev. Don Hester 
Rev. Michael Lawson 
Rev. W. D. Smith 
Rev. A. 1. Maynier 



1981-1982 Rev. Percy Shepherd 
1982 Rev. Gregory Bailey 

Since inception the parish has been under the 
Episcopal Jurisdiction of six bishops: Rev. Robert 
Machray D.D., Most Rev. Samuel P. Matheson, of 
the Diocese of Rupertsland (all of Manitoba). After 
division of the Episcopal Province in 1924 the first 
Bishop of Brandon Diocese was Rev. W. W. H. 
Thomas followed by Bishop 1. A. Norris, Bishop W. 
E. Wilkinson and the present Bishop F. S. John 
Conlin. 

Through the years, the Parish of Christ Church 
has embraced a wide territory. There are no complete 
records or specific dates of the arrangements, but the 
minister stationed at Melita served the Anglican 
Churches at Elva, Pierson, Napinka, Waskada, and 
Deloraine. At the present time, the Parish includes 
Christ Church, Melita, and St. John's Church, Res
ton. 

WA. members at home of Miss Rachel Oxley in 1944 (Mrs. J. 
Cobb took the picture). L.-R., Back Row: Mrs. Ted Higgins, 
Mrs. Edith Smith, Mrs. Jean Wilson, Mrs. W Cobb Sr., Mrs. 
Helen Walker, Mrs. E. Tilbury, Miss Rachel Oxley, Mrs. Fred 
White (Bakery), Mrs. Kate Wyatt, Mrs. Cecil Parham, Mrs. H. 
Dyer, Mrs. Charles Farrow, Mrs. Fred Pope. Centre Row: Mrs. 
Bessie Fraser and Joyce. Front Row, Seated: Mrs. J. North
am, Bryon and Marion, Pat Pope, Mrs. H. P. Musson, Mrs. 
Maude Graham, Mrs. R. Garratt. 

Until 1913, from records, we find the ministers 
were probably housed in rented homes, but in 1913 a 
house to be used as a parsonage was purchased from 
a Mrs. Robb, located on Lots 11 and 12, Block 12, 
Plan 6. The east part of the lots housed the stable for 
the ministers horse (mode of travel at that time.) The 
stable was sold in 1949 and removed by the pur
chaser. The east portion of the lot, 50' x 90' , was sold 
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to Mr. E. H. Russell in 1957 for $400. Mr. Russell 
built a residence on the lot. 

The rectory (or parsonage) was sold by tender in 
1975, as it no longer met the standards of modem 
living for a minister and his family. Through the 
years much work, expense and effort had been put 
into modernizing it as far as heat, water works and 
enlarging by additions to the building, etc. In 1976 a 
larger, newer and more modem house was purchased 
for a rectory at Reston, which is now part of the 
parish. 

Anglican Sunday School 1946. L.-R., Back Row: Miss Julia 
Dyer teacher, Jack Northam superintendent, Nonie Northam, 
Mrs. Flora Cobb teacher. 3rd Row: Barry Cornish, Bob Cobb, 
Harvey Dann. 2nd Row: Bryon Northam, Marion Northam, 
Barbara Dann, Harrison MinshulL Front Row: Charlene Cor
nish. 

The women of the parish met in homes in 1894, 
three years before the present church was built. In 
1904 they organized as a W. A. (Women's Auxiliary). 
They played a very important part in the life of the 
church. They supplied many of the church furnish-
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ladies at little Helpers annual party 1949. L.-R., Back Row: 
Dorothy Williams, Nora Northam, Mrs. H. Dyer; ?, ?, ? 2nd 
Row: Constance Dann, Mrs. Tom Watson, Mrs. Tilbury. 3rd 
Row: Kathleen Eyers, Mrs. Wm. Graham, Mrs. (Dr.) Wilson, 
Beth Anderson. 4th Row: May Cornish, ?, Mrs. Sam Wyatt, 
Mrs. Sorge, Mrs. H. Boscow. 



ings, organized many projects to help finance the 
various projects and expenses of the church. They 
supplied leaders of the youth organizations, the Altar 
Guild and Sunday School. 

In 1967 the W. A. became A. C. W. (Anglican 
Church Women). This was a national change to draw 
"all" Anglican women into the service of the church. 
Christ Church W. A. did not become an A. C. W., as 
in 1964 we had become a "Guild". "Life member
ship" in the W A. was created about 1906 to honour 
faithful members oflong standing. In 1919, the late 
Mrs. Lizzie Farrow was honoured with a "life mem
bership" in the Diocesan W. A. In the 1920's Mrs. 
M. Graham and Mrs. George Pope were honoured, 
in 1955 Mrs. Alice Farrow and Mrs. Nora Northam in 
1960. With the change to A. C. W., Life member
ships in the Diocesan W. A. came to an end for the 
time being. 

Truly, great tribute can be given to the pioneer 
members of the W. A. and also the officers of later 
years and to the present members for serving in one 
office many years consecutively. The W. A. (Guild) 
disbanded as a group on December 31, 1981, after 87 
years of service to church and community, with only 
six members left, two of which are descendants of the 
pioneer members - Mrs. M. McRae (nee Yeo), and 
Mrs. C. Dann (nee Clarke). Other remaining mem
bers were Mrs. Maude Wilkinson (formerly Jobbins), 
Mrs. Elda Griffith, Mrs. Nellie Sage, and Mrs. Nora 
Northam. 

In 1945 an Evening Guild was organized, the 
members being young women of the congregation 
with young families, or working girls. Miss Julia 
Dyer was the first President. One of their projects 
was the purchase of a piano for the Parish Hall, and 
the new green hangings for the Church. After a few 
years of inactivity, the group reorganized in 1960, 
and are still active in 1982. Some of their projects 
have been the purchase of stacking chairs and tables, 
renovations of cupboards, and installation of a coun
ter in the Parish Hall, also assisting with the canvass
ing and publishing of the Birthday Calendar which 
began in 1955 by the Sunday School. 

Christ Church Sunday School dates back to 1905. 
In 1929, pupils numbered 54-58; there were six 
teachers and average weekly attendance was 41. 

Some of the early supeIintendents were: the late 
Mrs. Jennie Charles, F. E. Pettipher, Mrs. H. P. 
Musson, and Rev. F. Franklin. 1943 and later years 
were: Mrs. 1. Cobb, Jack Northam, Nora Northam, 
Miss Julia Dyer, R. R. Partridge, Florence Hall and 
Mrs. Stephenson, Miss Cathy Walker. 

In 1982 there are seven pupils, with four teachers 
who alternate their Sundays - Mrs. Bonnie Vinck 
and Tracy Vinck, Mrs. Cathy Line and Lisa Oliver. 
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There were many youth organizations through 
the years: Girl's Auxiliary (G.A.), Junior Girls 
(IA.), Little Helpers (formerly baby band), Church 
Boys League, A. YP.A. (Anglican Young People's 
Association) and a Young Men's Club. 

The Parish Hall (present one built in 1929), was 
the meeting place for the youth organizations, the 
Boy Scouts, Girl Guides and Cub Scouts, although 
undenominational, all met there. The late Mr. Sned
den, Rev. Ison and Mr. George Garrett were scout 
leaders. Also Mr. H. P. Musson, and Mrs. A. Mus
son a Girl Guide leader. During the second world 
war, the Air Cadets met in the hall, and for a time 
their equipment was housed there, until they moved 
to the school. The hall was rented for many functions 
- The Youth Training Movement, the Girls Home
Making Committee, etc. 

Since that time the hall has undergone changes, 
including new heating system, new wiring, new 
lights, tiled floor, new window drapes and water 
installation, etc. 

Organists were: H. L. Dyer, W. G. Jobbins, Mrs. 
F. Griffith, Mrs. C. Dann, Janice Tole and Mrs. Pat 
Rutherford. 

Choir leaders were W. G. Jobbins, Elizabeth 
Pettipher, Pat Tole and Mrs. Winkless. 

Honorary Life Members of Vestry are R. N. 
Wyatt, W. F. Clarke, H. Boscow, and A. E. Towns
end. Bequeaths to Christ Church are W. T. Brockin
ton, R. N. Wyatt, Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Clarke and 
Mrs. C. Parham. 

Baptist Church Directory - Enterprise 
December 24, 1891 

Melita - 11 a.m. 
Gould school house 2:30 p.m. 
Napinka town hall 7 p.m. alternate Sundays 
Coultervale school house 11 a.m. 
Mr. Snyder's residence 2:30 p.m. 
Student Pastor I H. Collinge 
The first Baptist hall was built on the west side of 

town, and was used for school purposes prior to the 
new school. A school meeting was held here to plan a 
school in December, 1892. This building was de
stroyed by a cyclone May, 1899 and replaced by a 
veneer building before April 1900. 

Some of the pastors were: 
1895 A.Eo. Chapman, I C. Hastings, 1900 Rev. 

Mr. Ritchie, 1900-02 Rev. Mr. Cornwall, Mar. 1902-
05 Rev. Homer Canfield, 1903 - The Southwestern 
Association of the Baptist Church was held in Melita 
(2nd annual). 1904 - Services held now 11 a.m. and 
7 p.m. on Sunday with Sunday School and Bible 
classes. Prayer meetings every Thursday, seats full. 
1905 - Mr. A. J. Robinson conducting services. 



Baptist Church built in 1900, sold to Roman Catholic Church in 
1918 (note Anglican Church on the right). 

Several special speakers during the year. Mr. W. T. 
Anderson of Melita, Rev. J. R. Coutts, Prof. McNiel 
and Dr. Jordan all of Brandon College. 

The Anniversary Service was conducted by Rev. 
Neil Herman of Portage la Prairie. 

1906 - Was a year of supply ministers, and 
Pastor C. S. Elsey arrived May 1907, to take over this 
charge until June, 1909. In February, 1909, there was 
a series of Evangelical services with special speak
ers. The South Western District Institute of Baptist 
Churches met in Melita February 22-23, 1909. 

1909-1910 Rev. E. N. Turner, 191O-Rev. A. 
H. Vizard. August of 1913 Rev. J. N. McLean B.A. 
of Winnipeg, Superintendent of Convention of Man
itoba preached here, and services were to be regular 
from here on but no further follow up. The building 
was used as a barracks during World War I and sold to 
the Roman Catholic Mission in 1918. 

The School House by the 'frail 
by W. Ritchie, Melita, Manitoba 
'Twas in a humble school house 
That stood by a prairie trail 
We gathered from shack and farm house 
To hear the sweet old Tale. 
The preacher's voice was solemn 
As he uttered the morning prayer 
While the worshippers' lonely yearning 
Unburdened their hearts from care. 

The seats were void of cushion 
The windows were all unstained 
But the grand old gospel message 
Its wondrous power retained. 

And the words of promise and precept 
Came home to our hearts anew 
Till the better impulse strengthened 
Into a purpose grew. 
The service was, oh, so helpful 
The message was so sweet to hear 
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And it seemed as though the Angels 
Unseen were hovering near. 
I may travel oe'r hill and valley 
Or sail the ocean foam 
Or sit in grand cathedrals 
With skyward towering dome. 
But never from memories pages 
Can be erased again 
Sweet echoes of that service 
In the school house on the trail. 

History of Elim Chapel 
The Pentecostal work, began in the village of 

Napinka in the fall of 1946 with Rev. Alvin J. Hall 
holding services in the Legion Hall throughout the 
winter months. In the spring 1947, a little old white 
church which for some years had been used as a 
public school room in Napinka was converted into a 
double dwelling. Mr. E. J. Hall, seeing its potential 
as a place of worship, purchased the building which 
was in tum purchased by the congregation for the 
Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada. Mr. Alvin Hall 
became the first pastor and named the church, Elim 
Chapel. It was dedicated in June 1947, by the late 
Rev. Ralph Hornby from Bethel Temple in Brandon. 

The first board of trustees consisted of three 
members, Mr. John Morris, Mr. E. J. Hall and Mr. 
Fred Ball. Other members who served on the 
Napinka church board were the Messrs. P. Letke
man, E. Nelson, R. Kennedy, G. Griffith, D. Hall 
and R. Hardy. The first Evangelistic campaign was 
conducted by the Rev. and Mrs. Clinton Ward and the 
first D.V.B.S. (Daily Vacation Bible School) work
ers were the Misses Flora Johnson and a live Cathers. 

The anniversary of the Chapel was observed an
nually on the second Sunday of June and was always 
a very special occasion in the early years of the 
church. 

In May of 1952 the Alvin Hall family moved into 
Brandon having pastored the assembly for some six 
years. Rev. and Mrs. Grant Hastie took charge for the 
ensuing year followed by Rev. Ernest Shelvey who 
remained until June of 1956. At this time, services 
were also being held at Goodlands with Bible study 
and prayer meetings in the Turtle Mountain area and 
the Broomhill district. 

Succeeding pastors over the next decade were as 
follows: The Misses Marlene Chambers and Joyce 
Mitchell, Mr. Tony Doerksen, Miss Ella Seargeants, 
Rev. and Mrs. Geo. Corris, the David Froms, Miss 
Mary Giesbrecht, Rev. Gene Ansell and Miss Vema 
Clink. Rev. and Mrs. Bruce Nehring came in 1967 
and pastored through 1972 during which time the 
transition was made over to Melita. 



The sod turning ceremony for the new "Elim 
Chapel" in Melita took place in July 1969. Con
struction began that fall with most of the work being 
done by the pastor and volunteers from the con
gregation. The new Chapel situated on the corner of 
Byers and Maple street was dedicated June 13, 1971 
with the Honorable Walter Dinsdale as guest speaker. 
Interim pastors serving out the year of 1972 were, the 
John Debroskis and the Rev. and Mrs. Lloyd Dickin
son. Rev. and Mrs. E. Sigglekow served from 1973 to 
1975 and were followed by Rev. and Mrs. Robert 
Sibley until June of 1978. Rev. and Mrs. Wm. Ash
bee took charge October 1978-1982. Rev. Peter Dunn 
is pastoring the assembly to the present time (1982). 

Jehovah's Witnesses in the Melita Area 
by M. E. Ramseyer 

Just when this" good news" first came to Melita 
or the Melita area, no record seems to be available at 
the present time. In 1914 the Watchtower Society put 
out the "Photo Drama of Creation". This was the 
forerunner of our modern day movies in technicolor 
and with sound. It consisted of photographic slides 
and motion-picture film accompanied by phono
graph recordings of Bible talks and music. All the 
color slides and films were hand painted. The Photo 
Drama was eight hours long and in four parts, and 
took the audience from creation, through human 
history, and through to the end of the millennial 
(thousand year) reign of Christ. This was eventually 
shown throughout all the United States and Canada, 
many parts of Europe, and perhaps other parts of the 
earth as well. (Revelation 20:6) 

Mrs. Frank Skelton (Rose Robertson), who lived 
on her parents' farm north of Pierson, recalls this 
"Photo Drama" being shown in Pierson or at a 
school near there, some time after 1914. 

William (Bill) Robertson, brother of Mrs. Frank 
Skelton, was first witnessed to in a military camp in 
England during World War I, and when Bill came 
home after the war he witnessed to all his neighbors. 
This included Elizabeth Skelton whom he later mar
ried. They farmed west of Elva till 1961, then lived in 
Melita til 1963, at which time they retired to Elva. 
Mrs. Robertson relates that in 1932, a young lady, 
who had come out from Quebec, called at their farm 
home and they obtained some Bible literature. She 
was travelling by bicycle. Rod McSween was another 
Witness who lived in the Elva district for a number of 
years. He moved to Pierson about 1950. Some meet
ings were held at the Robertson home in 1948 and 
1949. 

Wilfred Boyd of Napinka was also a Witness in 
the 1930's until the 1950's. The Alex Morgan family 
lived south west of Melita from 1922 to 1943. Just 
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when Mrs. Morgan and her two daughters became 
Witnesses is not recorded, but it was at least as early 
as 1933. After one of the Morgan girls got married, 
she and her husband went to Africa as missionaries. 

During the 1930's, money was scarce. A Bible 
study book that is now distributed for 90 cents was 
only 25 cents at that time. Sometimes people would 
exchange farm produce for Bible literature. George 
Laing, whom we will read about later, said he traded 
a pound of butter and a dozen eggs for his first book 
to heJp understand Bible scriptures. Butter was sell
ing at IS cents a pound and eggs at 10 cents a dozen. 
Sometimes a sack of wheat or a chicken would be 
exchanged for a Bible or a year's subscription to the 
Watchtower or Awake! magazine. 

The Alfred Jennings have a long history of living 
in the Melita area south of town. Just when Mrs. 
Jennings became a Witness is not recorded, but when 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Swanson moved to Melita from 
Saskatchewan to the farm north east of town (where 
Mr. and Mrs. Murray Brown now live), Mrs. Jen
nings was faithfully witnessing. With the passing of 
Mr. Jennings about 1943, Mrs. Jennings moved to 
town, the first one of Jehovah's Witnesses to live 
within the town limits of Melita. Some meetings 
were held in Mrs. Jennings' home. She carried out 
her witness work faithfully until her death in 1953. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Davis of Tilston were wit
nessing in Melita and area from 1938 to 1960, when 
they moved away. They used various means of wit
nessing, such as the portable gramophone from the 
1930's to the mid-1940's. In winter the householder 
would usually invite the Witnesses in, and the gram
ophone would be set up on the table and a recorded 
sermon played. In summer, the gramophone was 
often set up on the doorstep. Then there was the 
"testimony" card, about four inches by six inches. 
The Witness would let the householder read the card 
which had a Bible message printed on it, and then 
offer Bible literature. 

Nelson Davis relates having a baptismal service 
near Melita in the summer of 1943. At that time three 
persons were baptized in the Souris River. It reminds 
us of Jesus, his apostles and others coming to John to 
be baptized in the Jordan River near Jerusalem in the 
spring of 29 C.E. (Matthew 3:4 to 6, 13 to 17). This 
was complete water immersion, eliminating the com
mon practice, "infant sprinkling". Mr. and Mrs. 
Nelson Davis attended meetings at Mrs. Jennings' 
home in Melita, also at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Carl Swanson. Others who attended meetings at the 
Jennings and Swanson homes were Wilfred Boyd 
from Napinka, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Robertson from 
Elva, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Skelton who had moved 
from Fertile Saskatchewan to Elva in 1942, Mr. and 



Mrs. Roy Davis from Fertile, a brother of Nelson 
Davis, the Streamer family from Bede, and Norman 
Sutton from Lyleton. In those years it wasn't an easy 
thing for all of Jehovah's Witnesses to get together at 
one time, being so widely scattered. There were no 
cars with heaters, and especially in the 1930's, most 
of those who had cars couldn't afford to drive them, 
and much of the winter driving was with horses. 
Clive McDairmid and his family lived in Melita for a 
short time in the 1940's, and later moved to Napinka. 
They also attended meetings in the homes of Mrs. 
Jennings and the Swansons. Some meetings were 
also held in the community hall in Elva and the 
Nelson Davis home, Tilston. Frank Skelton liked to 
relate an incident that happened in the winter of 1939. 
Although on the humorous side, it shows the deter
mination those early Witnesses had. Wilbert 
Marshall, who lived on a farm near Fairlight, Sas
katchewan drove to the Fertile area, a distance of 
some 35 miles with a big Clyde horse on a stoneboat. 
When he drove into a farmyard, the farmer was not 
too concerned about listening to a Bible message and 
gave Wilbert ten minutes to get off his farm. Having a 
good sense of humour, Wilbert replied, "Will you 
give me twenty minutes? This big clyde doesn't 
move very fast". This sort of "broke the ice" and the 
farmer invited him in for dinner. In the early 1950's, 
Edward Asmundson "pioneered" in Virden, and 
along with George Laing of the Virden area, they 
called on homes from Tilston to Napinka, including 
Melita and area. They also attended meetings at the 
Jennings and Swanson homes, and Edward spent 
some time in Napinka as well. At that time, some 
meetings were held at the Melita theatre where the 
Imperial Bank of Commerce now stands. Meetings 
were also held at a cafe in Melita, but whether the 
"Sun" or "Carlton", it cannot be said for certain 
now. Robert (Bob) Kristianson from Brandon, did 
much witnessing in the Melita area in the 1950's. He 
also used the "sound car". He was one of the many 
young men who had spent time in internment camps 
during World War II. He gave many Bible talks. 
About that time, Wilfred Chown from Elkhorn gave 
Bible talks, at both Napinka and Tilston. At 
Napinka, meetings were held in a hall above the 
blacksmith shop, in the theatre, and in the George 
Ratcliffe home. From 1955 Harry Ellingson, who 
farmed south of Elkhorn, sold Fuller brushes as a 
sideline. He travelled from the Saskatchewan bound
ary to Boissevain, from the Tilston-Broomhill-Bede
Lauder road, now No. 345 highway to the American 
border. This included towns and rural areas, Elva, 
Pierson, Lyleton, Melita, Napinka, Coulter, 
Medora, Waskada and Deloraine. These towns and 
areas are all being witnessed to, by the Melita con-

85 

gregation today. Harry witnessed to everyone who 
had a "hearing ear", and visited with the Witnesses 
in their homes. Travelling overseers, sent out by the 
Watchtower Society headquarters in Toronto in the 
1940's and 1950's were Alex Didur and his wife, and 
Donald Perley. These travelling overseers would give 
Bible talks and build up the Witnesses spiritually in 
the local area. (Romans 1:11,12). 

In 1953 Mr. and Mrs. Swanson moved from 
Melita. The same year Mrs. Jennings died. Then 
Melita became "unassigned territory" in that there 
were no Jehovah's Witnesses living in the immediate 
area. So George Laing from Virden accompanied by 
others did most of the witnessing in and around 
Melita for some time. The Otto Heller family moved 
to Souris in 1960. Otto was a "pioneer". For five 
years they witnessed throughout the Napinka
Melita-Elva-Lyleton areas, often accompanied by 
the Lome McFadyen and Chester Mote families. 
From 1965 Mr. and Mrs. Mote and their daughter 
from Souris did most of the witnessing in and around 
Melita and sometimes George Bird came over from 
Saskatchewan. Then in the spring of 1969 Mr. and 
Mrs. Eldon Hamilton moved in from Elkhorn and 
"pioneered" for six months. They set up a tent trailer 
in a local farm yard, which was their home all that 
summer. In the fall of 1969, they moved to Napinka 
where they lived until 1972. They travelled to Souris 
for meetings and some were held in their own home 
and in the Ratcliffe home in Napinka. Those who 
attended meetings at that time in Napinka included 
the Ratcliffe family, Mervin Stephens and his sister 
Mrs. Kilfoyle from Lyleton, Mrs. Lloyd Gibson 
from Coulter, Fred Epp, a dog trainer from the States 
whose summer home was near Bede, and sometimes 
Fred was accompanied by his sons. There was also 
Mrs. Ida McInnes and her son who lived in Melita. 
Mrs. McInnes had been witnessed to several years 
before by Mrs. Jennings and no doubt by others. She 
later moved to Winnipeg. Mr. and Mrs. Bill Robert
son also attended meetings in Napinka. Some of 
those mentioned above also travelled to meetings in 
Souris when circumstances permitted. 

By the early 1970's, with so many in the Melita 
area showing interest in "the good news of the King
dom", it was considered advisable to start a con
gregation at Melita. So in July, 1973, Mr. and Mrs. 
Mote and their daughter moved into Melita from 
Souris. They were followed by the William (Bill) 
Switzer family and the Parker family from Portage. 
At first, the meetings were held in a room in the 
basement of the Mote home. The first meeting had 40 
in attendance. Mr. Mote died six months later. The 
Ramseyer family moved in from Ontario in the 
spring of 1975. The old telephone office was pur-



chased, renovated and turned into a "Kingdom 
Hall". The dedication service was held in December 
1977. The speaker, Mr. Murray Wilcox, who was the 
travelling overseer from Toronto at that time, high
lighted the fact that the "Kingdom Hall" was now 
the center of pure worship to the Creator of the 
universe, Jehovah Ood". In 1980, it became neces
sary to double the floor space of the Kingdom Hall. 

Travelling overseers, who have visited the con
gregation twice a year from 1973 on, along with their 
wives, are Hans Pintar, Norman Donaldson, Murray 
Wilcox, Thomas Dowd (his wife was Maxine Mote, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Chester Mote), and pres
ently (1982) Roger McPhaden. Mrs. Mote took up 
the "pioneer" service in 1981. 

Jehovah's Witnesses are a non-profit organiza
tion. Jesus said, "You received free, give free". 
(Matthew 10:8) All expenses are met by free-will 
contributions. (2 Corinthians 9:7), and there are no 
paid clergymen. All local Witnesses, unless retired, 
work to support themselves and their families (1 
Timothy 5:8). They are a close-knit organization and 
extend help where it is needed. All Bibles and Bible
based literature are distributed at cost price, some 
going out free to those who cannot afford to pay. 

There is a sign outside the Kingdom Hall so 
everyone will know when the meetings are held. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. Also there is, at 
present, a Bible study every Tuesday evening in 
Napinka and Elva that everyone is welcome to at
tend. If you want to know more about Jehovah's 
Witnesses and why they keep calling at your door, 
why not attend our meetings? You are invited to get 
your information firsthand. With some Witnesses 
moving out, as previously mentioned, the average 
meeting attendance is now about 40. 

Elva St. Paul's Presbyterian Church 
submitted by Mr. John McRae 

The history of Presbyterianism in the Elva district 
goes back to 1883 when Rev. W. M. Rodchester, a 
Divinity student started services in the Antler field. 
Rev. Rodchester in later years became editor of the 
Presbyterian Record. The next missionary to work in 
this Mission field was Rev. Robert Brown who was 
stationed at Deloraine but made periodic trips to this 
area, holding services and baptising children. His 
brother, Rev. John Brown, moved to the west side of 
the river in 1886 and carried on the work of this large 
Mission field until 1891 when he was compelled to 
resign because of ill health. In 1892 Rev. White 
conducted services followed by Mr. Claxton and 
Thompson. Rev. McKay Omand served from 
1897-1899. 

Following Rev. Omand, the Elva congregation 
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had a number of ministers who served for a short time 
until a permanent minister could be found. Rever
ends Kirkpatric, Pow, Stevenson and E. H. Burges 
are the names recorded as serving at that time. Up to 
this time services were held in the school and later in 
Sharp's HalL 

It was at this time the congregation secured the 
services of Rev. J. M. Kellog. While his pastorate 
started when the hall was being used for services, he 
was the minister of the congregation when the new 
church building was officially opened July 9th, 1909. 
The charge was then known as the Elva-Coatland 
congregation. 

The ministers that served this congregation fol
lowing Rev. KeUog were Rev. Renwick, Rev. O. 
Irwin, Rev. W. O. Faryon and Rev. J. M. Wilson. In 
1925 Elva and Melita again formed a joint charge and 
Rev. M. P. Floyd returned to take charge of the two 
congregations until 1946. He was followed by Rev. 
Douglas Anderson and Mr. Samuel Dempster. 

In 1955, because of the acute shortage of minis
ters at that time, Melita and Elva joined with St. 
Paul's Church, Hartney, and regular services were 
discontinued at the Elva Church. The last anniver
sary Service in the Elva Church was conducted by 
Mr. Dempster, assisted by Rev. D. Forbes of 
Stoughton, Sask. with approximately two hundred in 
attendance. 

When it became apparent that the church would 
not likely be re-opened because of the deteriorating 
physical condition of the building, it was decided that 
the church building would be dismantled. A good 
deal of the building material and church furniture was 
salvaged for further use. The pews were divided 
between the Presbyterian Church at Virden and the 
Presbyterian Church on the Indian Reserve at 
Pipestone. Much of the lumber salvaged was taken to 
Bower Lake and used in the buildings at the Pres
byterian camp. The organ, which was a particularly 
good instrument was given to the Eunola School 
while services were being held there. 

A cairn was erected to mark the site of the church 
and as a memorial to the pioneers who worked in and 
for the former congregation. The service of dedica
tion of the cairn was conducted by Mr. James Mullin, 
minister of the Hartney-Melita charge. Sons of the 
pioneer members assisted in the dedication service 
and members of the Brandon Presbytery were also in 
attendance. 

It is impossible to assess the effect of a con
gregation on a community or the number of people 
who have been affected and influenced by the teach
ings and contacts with this congregation in its 75 year 
history, from a mission field, through its years as an 
established congregation. At the laying of the cor-



nerstone in 1909, the speaker that day said, "This 
congregation can truthfully say, surely goodness and 
mercy have followed us." 

While the work of this church is closed, its people 
and even parts of the building are carrying on in other 
congregations. 

The minute books and records of these early days 
only record the bare facts and the names of a few of 
the active workers, while nothing is recorded of the 
struggles and disappointments in establishing a con
gregation such as this and keeping it going. The 
many hours of work and thought put in by ladies' 
organizations and the teachers in the Sunday School 
as well as the regular officers of the church. While it 
would be unfair to single out any particular name for 
mention, a list of those who subscribed to the build
ing fund of the church as found in the cornerstone 
will be of interest to many. They are, 

Rev. 1. S. Taylor 
J. P. Whitney 
C. W. Gordon 
W. Belfry 
W. Cunningham 
T. Turnbull 
1. Russell 
N. McLure 
D. Gillander 
A. G. Fulton 
F. G. Stratton 
Mrs. McGill 
Rev. 1. M. Kellog 
D. Morrison 
Mr. McDonald 
A. A. McRae 
Wrn. Rennie 
Chas. McHarg 
Joe Pedden 
G. L. Skelton 

Mrs. Dafoe 
G. Tullock 
1. D. McRae 
M. P. Roblin 
Mrs. 1. Skelton 
Thos. Robertson 
Wm. Coates 
W. S. McRae 
C. C. Winter 
F. Markham 
M. McCannell 
Mr. Winter Sr. 
1. C. Mainland 
Mr. Kennedy 
G. Saunby 
1. Stewart 
R. A. McRae 
C. E. Roblin 
George Fairly 
Him Howe 

Elva Presbyterian Church and manse. 
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G. Mellis 
Thos. Phair 
Wm. McAJryth 
C. Wilson 
S. T. Mason 
W. Allan 
1. Gillis 
W. Robinson 
H. 1. Archibald 
Wm. Furtney 
R. Banks 
D. Louttit 
Findlay McRae 

M. Pedden 
N. D. Walker 
Miss Vance 
Mr. Stewart Sr. 
John Phoenix 
Thos. Patterson 
Harry Greaves 
Sylvanus Davis 
Adam Jamieson 
R.1. Kidd 
Mrs. R. E. Crane 
W. N. Stewart 
Thos. Smith 

Melita Presbyterian Church 1892-1981 
submitted by Mr. John McRae 

The Presbyterian Church, Melita, in the Presby
tery of Brandon, was originally in the Presbytery of 
Rock Lake and later in the Presbytery of Melita in the 
Synod of Manitoba and the Northwest Territories. It 
had its origin in the following manner. 

On the representation of Mr. Donald Morrison of 
the need of a missionary in this district, in the year 
1883, Mr. W. M. Rodchester, a student missionary of 
the Presbyterian College, Montreal, was secured to 
labor in the district known as the Morrison Mission, 
in which the Town of Melita is now situated. Mr. 
Rodchester preached his first sermon on the first 
Sunday of May in a humble dwelling with a canvas 
roof and earthen floor, located on 28-4-26. 

In the year 1884 there were no Presbyterian ser
vices but the settlers used to meet together in Mr. 
Morrison's home on Sunday afternoons and read 
passages from the Bible, each reading a verse in turn 
and Mr. Morrison led in prayer. He had been an elder 
for nearly thirty years. 

Mr. James Gilchrist, a missionary student served 



from the spring of 1885 to the autumn of 1885. Rev. 
John Brown, an ordained missionary, took over until 
the spring of 1886 when he moved to the west side of 
the Souris River, residing and carrying on his work in 
the Antler Field. He had three preaching stations as 
well as the one at Melita, which was then held in the 
Melita School, located SE 2-4-27. 

The summer and fall of 1886 was extremely dry 
and a severe prairie fire ran over the whole Antler 
district. While Mr. Brown was engaged in fighting 
the fire, Mrs. Brown carried out their clothing, piling 
it in the centre of a plowed field near the house for 
safety, but alas a spark from the prairie fire set fire to 
the pile and - the minister's best black suit was 
consumed. 

On another occasion Mr. and Mrs. Brown at
tended a picnic and sports day at Lyleton, Mrs. 
Brown riding the missionary pony and Mr. Brown on 
his own. When they arrived on the grounds a horse 
race was about to start. Before the Browns had time 
to dismount, the signal was given to "GO" and Mrs. 
Brown's pony bolted with the rest. Mr. Brown, fear
ing for his wife's safety immediately followed, so 
now it is put it on the record that the minister and his 
wife both rode in the same horse race. It appears that 
the missionary pony had been a racer in its earlier 
days, which accounted for it starting with the others. 

In the spring of 1891 the Mission Field was 
divided into two. The northern field being known as 
the Melita Presbyterian Church in which part Mr. 
Brown continued his labors until the end of Septem
ber 1891. Mr. Brown was also an amateur dentist, and 
often on arrival at a preaching station he would have 
to extract a tooth to relieve a sufferer, before he could 
begin his service. 

Rev. Joseph White held his first service on 
November 15th, 1891, and from that time until the 
following July the congregation worshiped in 
Brundrit's Hall on Ash Street, Melita. Preaching was 
also carried on, on alternate Sunday afternoons at the 
home of Mr. Rod McRae on 34-3-28 and at the home 
of Mr. Owen Kilkenny on 6-5-27. 

About this time Mr. A. M. Livingstone and Mr. 
Alex A. McRae were elected elders of the Pres
byterian Church, Melita, but no official record has 
been found of their ordination. In August 1892, a 
manse and church building were completed and the 
church was opened for public worship on the 14th of 
July, 1892. 

At the first communion service held in the 
church, the sacrament of the Lord's Supper was dis
pensed to 36 communicants. 

After Rev. Joseph White retired there were nearly 
two years before the congregation called the Rev. 
William McKay Omand, who was inducted July 
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20th, 1897. Up to this time the district known as Elva 
was attached to Melita but was separated in 1899 and 
the Presbyterian Church, Napinka was taken on in
stead. The Elva congregation being now stronger 
than the Melita congregation, extended a call to Mr. 
Omand which he accepted. During the whole of Mr. 
Omand's pastorate, the Y.P.S.C.E. were very active 
and had well attended meetings. 

Rev. Walter Beattie served 1900-1909, Rev. M. P. 
Floyd from November 1909 to 1912 and Rev. Forbes 
Robertson from 1912-1916. The Rev. A. L. Elliott 
took charge from 1916 to 1922, followed by Rev. 
John M. Laird who was inducted in March, 1923. 

The portion of the congregation's history from its 
earliest beginning until May of 1925, which was just 
before church union, was compiled by Mr. James 
Duncan. Mr. and Mrs. Duncan joined the con
gregation in 1888 and were continuous members of 
the congregation until they died. Mr. Duncan, par
ticularly, was very active in the congregation, serv
ing as an elder and clerk of session from 1900 to 
1936. He was also superintendent of the Sunday 
School for many years. 

Church union with the Presbyterian, Methodists 
and Congregational churches came into force on 
June 10, 1925, by an act of Parliament. Under the 
provisions of the act, those congregations who did 
not want to enter in union could remain out, provid
ing a majority of their membership voted in favor of 
remaining out of the union. A poll by secret ballot 
closed July 7, 1925 with 13 in favor of union and 84 
opposed. The congregation took immediate steps to 
affiliate with the Presbyterian Church in Canada. 

This was a trying time for the congregation as 
there was quite a bit of controversy over church 
union, and while the number voting in favor of union 
was small it did include several who had been active 
in the work of the congregation. Two of the four 
elders of the congregation at that time went over to 
the United Church and some families were divided 
on this matter, with some members of the family 
remaining in the Presbyterian Church and others in 
the same family joining the United Church. 

In retrospect, however, the upheaval and disloca
tion of the Melita Church was small in comparison to 
the Presbyterian Church across Canada which lost 
many of its ministers, much of its property and some 
of its teaching colleges. 

The Melita congregation did not entirely escape 
this period of readjustment. Rev. 1. M. Laird, who 
had been our minister from 1923, resigned in Au
gust, 1925 to accept a call to St. Thomas, Ontario. 
Rev. M. P. Floyd returned in 1925. At this time the 
Elva congregation joined in the call and Melita and 
Elva formed a two point charge. Two elde~- ~rom 



Melita, Mr. James Duncan and Mr. Alex Strachan 
and two Elva elders, Mr. A. A. McRae and Mr. Eb 
Brown formed the session. 

The Melita congregation seems to have reached is 
greatest numerical strength immediately after church 
union, and it was not until the depression years of the 
early thirties that the membership began to go down 
quite quickly. The congregation felt the life of the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada was threatened by the 
move to church union so they became active in the 
congregation. This was also true of many long time 
adherents who became full members of the church. 

The years 1929 to 1940 were very hard years for 
this particular region, all churches and community 
activities as well as individuals were affected by it. 
On top of a worldwide economic depression south
western Manitoba experienced the worst drought in 
the history of the area. Complete crop failure of 
forage crops forced the movement of many farm 
families to other areas, also many business men 
could not carryon and were forced to move to other 
areas. 

The church under Mr. Floyd carried on through 
these years, although the membership was reduced 
and financial support from local membership was 
very small. During this period the congregation was 
forced to become an aid-receiving congregation and 
the minister served on a very low salary. 

With better weather conditions and a general 
upward trend in the economy, many who had moved 
away returned to the farms in this area, but a number 
of our active members took up permanent residence 
in other areas and were lost to our congregation. 

With the outbreak of the Second World War in 
1939 many of the young men and women joined the 
services or moved to other war related work, further 
depleting our membership. 

Beginning after the drought years and continuing 
through the war and post war years, prairie agricul
ture went through a great many changes and coupled 
with changes in educational patterns to larger schools 
and changes in method of transportation this had a 
profound effect on the agricultural communities and 
the organizations within them including the 
churches. The trend to larger farms brought on by 
improved machinery and cultural practices, has re
sulted in a much smaller farm population. All these 
changes has caused the almost total disappearance of 
many of the smaller communities. These commu
nities are not able to maintain a minister but have 
become preaching points covered from the larger 
towns. 

The Melita Presbyterian Church has been af
fected by all these changes and in fact, has gone full 
circle in the geographical area serving Presbyterians. 
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When the original Mission Field of the Antlers was 
set up in 1883, it was to be all that area west of the 
Souris River in southwestern Manitoba as far north 
as the Kilkenny settlement which became Broomhill. 
In 1892 when our church was dedicated we took a 
portion of that field. Elva and Lyleton set up con
gregations within the field as well as holding services 
in several of the rural schools. At the present time we 
are the only Presbyterian Church west of the Souris 
River and south of the main line of the C.P.R. in 
Manitoba except the small church on the Pipestone 
Indian Reserve. Combined with the Hartney Church, 
our minister now covers a geographical area proba
bly three times as large as the original Mission Field. 

Presbyterian Church interior Rev. M. P. Floyd. 

In 1946, because of advancing years and poor 
health, Rev. M. P. Floyd had to retire from active 
ministry. He had served this congregation for nearly 
24 years. He served during very critical times for our 
congregation and the Presbyterian cause in south
western Manitoba. When there was a shortage of 
ministers he covered a wide area to dispense the 
sacraments to churches without a minister. At one 
time, as well as serving Melita and Elva, he served 
Hartney when they were without a minister. Mrs. 
Floyd died in 1928 and Mr. Floyd in 1949. He was 
well known and respected all over southwestern 
Manitoba by the people of all denominations. 

Rev. Douglas Anderson was appointed to the 
Melita-Elva charge in 1946 as an ordained mission
ary and served here for approximately eighteen 
months. While Mr. Anderson's stay was com
paratively brief, he was able to revive much of the 
church activity, particularly with the young people. 
Several young people joined the church at this time. 
Mr. Anderson married Miss Marie Banks, a member 
of the congregation. 

Mr. Samuel Dempster served 1949 and 1950. In 
1952 Rev. W. A. Douglas was appointed to the 
Melita-Elva charge, and it was during this time that 
the Hartney-Melita-Elva charge was combined and 



became a self supporting charge again. The Hartney 
congregation built a new manse and Rev. W. W. 
McNeill took up residence there, serving Melita until 
1961. 

Rev. D. S. Patterson served 1962-1964, Mr. 
Thomas Dodds ministered 1965 to 1969 and Mr. 
James Mullin served from 1969 until 1977. Despite 
rather poor health of both Mr. and Mrs. Mullin during 
their stay here, they and their family combined to 
make it a very active ministry. They were a musical 
family and contributed greatly to the work of the 
choir and other church entertainments. 

Rev. A. Gordon Smith, an ordained missionary, 
served 1977-1979. In August, 1979 Rev. Douglas 
Robinson and Mrs. Robinson moved to Hartney from 
Calgary, where Mr. Robinson had served as organist 
in a new congregation in that city and Mrs. Robinson 
served as a deaconess. Mr. Robinson served 
1979-1982 then Rev. Bruce Gourlay took charge. 

These are the ministers and catechists who have 
served our congregation in its almost ninety year 
history at time of writing. It is not possible to detail 
much about the work they did but each in his own 
way attempted to meet the needs of the congregation 
during their pastorates, whether their term of office 
was long or short. This congregation has had very 
little friction with our ministers. We have been sorry 
to see them leave and are always glad to welcome 
them back whenever they have been able to visit our 
area. 

There are those who served as supply or as stu
dent ministers when we were without the services of a 
regular minister. In many cases they were instrumen
tal in holding the congregation together over some
times fairly long periods. Unfortunately many of 
these names do not appear in the session minutes, so 
this list is largely from memory and it:any are missed 
it is not intentional. Going back to the period before 
1925, Rev. Thomas Beveridge, Rev. David Iverach, 
Mr. Gerry Coyle, Mr. Ray Glen, Professor Simonds, 
Captain Neilson, Mr. Larry Jackson, Mr. Ron Witte 
and Mr. Ed. Halls served. 

Previous to 1925 the elders had been: A. M. 
Livingstone, A. A. McRae, C. W. McLennan, James 
Duncan, Thomas Bulloch, Geo. Stewart, John 
Cooper, A. M. Campbell, Robert Grant, Alex 
Strachan, A. D. Thompson. At the time of church 
union the elders were: Mr. Duncan, Mr. Strachan, 
Mr. Thompson and Mr. Stewart. Mr. Duncan and Mr. 
Strachan remained with the Presbyterian Church and 
Mr. Stewart and Mr. Thompson joined the United 
Church. Mr. Duncan and Mr. Strachan, with the 
elders from Elva formed the session from 1925 to 
December!, 1929 when Mr. D. W. Yuill and Mr. 1. T. 
McCallum were elected elders. In June 1946, Mr. 
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McCallum, Mr. Duncan and Mr. Strachan having 
been removed by death, four new elders were 
elected. These were Mr. James Robertson, Mr. John 
Milne, Mr. Wm. Scott and Mr. John McRae. On 
January 14,1955, Mr. George Taylor and Mr. Gideon 
Moore were elected elders. In 1960 Mr. W. V. 
McLure who had been an elder of the Elva con
gregation since 1930 transferred his membership to 
Melita and was installed as a member of the Melita 
session April 24, 1960. Mr. Stewart McRae and Mr. 
Harry Roblin who had continued as elders at Elva 
until the final closing of that congregation in 1971, 
with the transfer of their membership to Melita, 
became elders of the Melita Church. On March 15, 
1970 the Melita congregation elected its first woman 
elder in the person of Mrs. Winnifred Whitley. Mr. 
Wes Codling became an elder on the same date. 
Death has removed all the above mentioned elders 
except Mrs. Winnifred Whitley, Mr. Gideon Moore, 
Mr. Stewart McRae, Mr. Wes Codling and Mr. John 
McRae, who are the elders at this time. 

In the period 1900 to 1981 this congregation has 
only had three Clerks of Session. Mr. James Duncan 
was named Clerk of Session from 1900-1936, and 
Mr. D. W. Yuill 1936-1959. John McRae was elected 
in 1959 and is still serving as clerk at the present time. 
In addition to being Clerk of Session, both Mr. Dun
can and Mr. Yuill served for many years as represen
tative elders of the congregation at Presbytery and 
other church courts. 

The Sunday School, the Ladies Aid, the 
Women's Missionary Society, the Young People's 
groups, the Choir and Board of Managers have al
ways taken an active part in the life of the con
gregation. Each organization has a long list of 
faithful officers and members, who through the years 
have contributed greatly to the life of the con
gregation and to the lives of the people who were 
influenced and helped by membership in these or
ganizations. 

We believe our church was the first church build
ing erected in Melita and we will celebrate our nine
tieth anniversary in 1982. While we are not a 
numerically strong congregation at the present time, 
it is our hope that we have contributed in making 
Melita a good community to live in and that we can 
continue to do so in the future. 

Revival Center 
About 1956 Rev. and Mrs. Russel Richardson 

came to Melita to preach the gospel. There was no 
full gospel church in Melita at that time. 

In 1958 the Richardsons left Melita, leaving John 
McMaster in charge of the congregation. In 1959 a 



small building was started and was completed as the 
congregation was able. 

The full gospel has faithfully been preached from 
this little church ever since. Visitors have come from 
surrounding places to our rallies. They have been 
blessed and encouraged. 

Today the full gospel is still being proclaimed 
from this church. 

Sacred Heart Church 
The Baptist Church in Melita, Manitoba was 

formerly used as a barracks before World War II. 
Through the legacy from Mrs. Thomas C. Burns of 
New Brunswick, in memory of her husband to erect a 
chapel in the Western Province of Canada, and from 
the generosity of the Melita Catholics, Father P. E. 
Halde with the permission of His Grace, Archbishop 
Arthur Beliveau of St. Boniface purchased this Bap
tist Church in 1918. Then this church was renovated 
interiorly. It was blessed by Archbishop Arthur Be
liveau and dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus in 
1918. 

Rev. Father Paul E. Halde 
was active in establishing 
three churches in the south
west area from 1912-1919. 

Prior to this date mass was held in different par
ishioners' homes, namely: Donohues, and occasion
ally McConnells, Victor Vanbeselaere Sr., and 
Deacons. 

L-R.: Mrs. McConnell, Mrs. Donahue, and Mrs. Deacon. 
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In the years of 1920 and 1930 there was an advent 
so common in the West of a dry spell with consequent 
poor crops. This district in the South West was hit by 
drought, grasshopper plague and even prairie fires. 
The people who saw nothing but disaster were very 
much dissatisfied and discouraged. However failure 
turned to success. The perseverance in Faith and 
determination in Hope for better days, and in Love 
and in Trust of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, helped the 
people overcome this disaster. 

As the years progressed, this historical Church of 
1912 was deteriorating and too small for the con
gregation. Plans were set in motion to build a new 
church in place ofthe old one. In 1962 Father Herbert 
J. Stangl formed a Building Committee namely: Jack 
Vercaigne, Ray Messner, Dick Filteau, Eric Hol
stein, and Paul Schoonbaert, and a decision was 
agreed unanimously that a new church was desper
ately needed. Immediately a campaign for funds was 
launched and a very substantial amount was contrib
uted, although not enough to cover the cost of the 
new church. It was then approved by the Building 
Committee that a request and permission was to be 
presented to Archbishop Philip Pocock, Archbishop 
of Winnipeg, who arranged a loan of the needed 
funds. Construction began immediately. 

Sacred Heart Church. 

The church ofthe Sacred Heart was completed. It 
was blessed by Archbishop George Bernard Flabiff 
on June 20, 1964. The Archbishop of Winnipeg, 
George Bernard Flabiff complimented Father Her
bertJ. Stangl, the Pastor, who encouraged his people 
to lay the foundation for the new church. Father John 
J. Currie, who then was appointed Pastor, was com
mended for his continued efforts to complete the 
construction of the Sacred Heart Church. The Arch
bishop also praised the parishioners for their enthusi
asm which was admired by everyone in the district 
and elsewhere. A new and beautiful church was an 



accomplishment of hard and determined voluntary 
work and generous co-operation, support and effort. 

On October 14, 1974 the Sacred Heart par
ishioners were celebrating jubilantly in Thanksgiv
ing. The mortgage was burned by Father Pols 
Nieuwlandt to the delight of all parishioners. Their 
sacrifices and enthusiasm instilled a spirit of gener
osity and love in the Parish which still prevails to this 
day. The white oak altar and communion rail was 
built by Father J. J. Sieczkarski of Deloraine, Man
itoba. 

Throughout all these years four Archbishops and 
one Cardinal administered the Sacrement of Con
firmation and other functions of importaQ.ce as well 
making Pastoral visits. His Grace, Archbishop 
Arthur Beliveau was of the St. Boniface Arch
diocese, and their Graces Archbishop Alfred A. Sin
nott, Archbishop Gerard Murray, Archbishop Philip 
Pocock and His Eminence, Cardinal Archbishop 
George Bernard Flahiff, were Archbishops of Win
nipeg. 

In the seventy years from 1912-1982, many 
priests have served faithfully and administered to the 
Catholic people who came from many countries and 
provinces. Some of the pastors were stationed in 
Deloraine, others in Souris. Here is a list of all these 
wonderful and dedicated missionaries who attended 
to the spiritual needs of the people of the Sacred 
Heart Church and Parish in Melita; Father Halde, 
1918-1920, Father McIntyre, 1920-1929, Father Hal
loway, 1929-1933, Father McIntyre, 1933-1944, Fa
ther Stangl, 1944-1963, Father J. 1. Currie, 
1963-1967, Father S. A. Jaworski, 1967-1970, Father 
K. Foran 1970-1973, Father P. Nieuwlandt, 
1973-1977 and Father 1. 1. Sieczkarski, 1977 to the 
present. 

The Sacred Heart Parish Council in Melita, was 
organized by Father Ken Foran on August 2,1971. It 
is responsible in spiritual and temporal activities 
under the direction of the Parish Priest, with the 
support and co-operation of the elected executive 
members. Their grave responsibility involves the 
following: Education - teaching Catechism and 
organizing young people; Social Action to visit 
the sick, the needy and the elderly, and visit the lax 
members; Liturgy -lector's reading the Holy Scrip
tures, offerings, and gifts brought to the altar during 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Holy Mass, proper music, 
choirs, community hymn singing, and decorating the 
church; Finance - collecting the offerings, keeping 
accounts in order, and acquiring funds; Building -
keeping the church and hall clean as well as the 
grounds, repairs etc. The committee members were 
Father Ken Foran, Jack Vercaigne, Paul Schoonbaert, 
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Ken Carels. Maurice Cocquyt, Marc Prefontaine and 
Bob Barnstable. 

The Sacred Heart Ladies' Auxiliary 
The Sacred Heart Ladies' Auxiliary in Melita was 

organized on March 16, 1935 and was known then as 
the Altar Society. 

In the autumn of 1944, Father Herbert 1. Stangl 
our pastor, together with the ladies of the parish 
decided to form the present Auxiliary to which every 
lady in the parish was invited to become a member. 
The response was most encouragingly fruitful. 

The Ladies Auxiliary is very active in serving 
their parish. They teach catechism. They read as 
lectors, the Holy Scriptures during the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Holy Mass. They visit and comfort the sick, 
the needy and the elderly. They wash the church 
linens and clean the church and hall. The Ladies' 
Auxiliary raised funds to meet the current expenses 
of the church through bazaars, teas, penny parades, 
banquets and other socials. 

Our first Executive officers of the Altar Society 
were: President Mrs. Desender, Mrs. Donohue, 
Mrs. Deacon, Kate McConnell, the Vanbeselaeres, 
Cocquyts and Vandaeles. 

Our Presidents of the Auxiliary from 1944 have 
been - Mrs. Alex Graham, Mrs. Palmyre Deplaedt, 
Mrs. Blanche Andries, Mrs. Bertha Cocquyt, Eliz
abeth Deacon, Mrs. Mary Walls, Mrs. Helen Filteau, 
Mrs. Julia Carels, Mrs. Ellen Carels, Mrs. Clara 
Breemersch, Mrs. Ruth Prawdzik, Mrs. Evelyn 
Huys, Mrs. Estelle Sinclair, Mrs. Loretta 
Breemersch, and Mrs. Judy Wells. 

Our present Executive officers of the Auxiliary 
are: Mrs. Judy Wells, Mrs. Ellen Carels, and Mrs. 
Raylene Armstrong. 

Coulter United Church 
submitted from the Sourisford book 

The Coulter United Church began originally as a 
Methodist Church, and was organized and built as 
part of the field consisting of CoutIer, North Antler 
and Chesterfield. 

The first service was held in Wm. Mee's imple
ment shed and seats were at a premium. Some 
benches were around, also planks to sit on. There 
were a couple of new top buggies in the shed which 
suited some of the young men. The preacher was 
Rev. D. C. Day. 

Methodist services were also held for a time in 
the Coultervale School building, while the Coulter
vale Presbyterian Congregation worshipped in the 
South Antler School. 

The following notes were taken from the original 
minute book: 



On Sunday, June 24, 1906, at the regular service 
held in the Coultervale School House, the pastor, 
Rev. D. C. Day called for a meeting of the officials, 
members and adherents of the Methodist church to 
assemble at the home of Mr. Alvin Westover on 
Monday evening, June 25, 1906, for the purpose of 
dealing with a plan to work for the new Conference 
Year. 

On the following evening, two things were 
agreed upon unanimously. First, that whereas the 
Presbyterian Congregation worshipping at the South 
Antler school house had decided to build a church 
within one mile of the Coultervale schoolhouse, that 
the Methodist congregation service be moved at once 
to Coulter village. Secondly, that whereas there was a 
need for a church building in Coulter, that we proceed 
at once to erect one and that Messrs. Duncan Day, 
Alvin Westover and Henry Downey be appointed to 
receive SUbscriptions. 

On July 6, 1906, the board met at the home of 
Alvin Westover and a building committee was ap
pointed composed of the following: Dunc Day, Alvin 
Westover, Henry Downey, Paul Barragar and 
William Mee. Paul Barragar was appointed secre
tary-treasurer of the building funds. 

On July 17, 1906, the board met to consider 
building the church, what materials to use, size of 
building, etc., and estimated costs. The members 
present at the meeting were: Rev. Talbot, Dunc Day, 
Henry Downey and Paul Barragar. It was moved by 
Dunc Day and seconded by Henry Downey that the· 
cost of the church be $2500. The building was to be 
cement blocks (considered favourable, but subject to 
change) and a full sized basement, four feet deep 
underground. 

On July 24,1906, the building committee met. It 
was moved by Paul Barragar and seconded by Alvin 
Westover that two lots be accepted from the Canadian 
Pacific Railway at the price of $50. The original 
receipt is attached to the minute book. Also, it was 
moved by Dunc Day and seconded by Paul Barragar 
that the church building be 35 feet square and that the 
height of the wall of the church above ground be 12 
feet. 

The building contract was let to S. H. Robinson, 
of Waskada. The cement run for the basement and 
foundation was done by a cement mixer made by H. 
1. R. Large and was turned by a pair of mules owned 
by Mr. Large, who at the time operated a machine 
shop east of the Matchett home. The mules were 
handled by Bert Andrews who was only 10 years old 
at the time. 

The following list of subscribers is taken from the 
original list and only the first page of donors is 
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mentioned to show the interest people took in those 
days: 

William Reddaway 
William Mee 

1. H. Barragar 
James Eales 

Alvin Cass Henry Downey 
Irvin Cass 1. A. Riley 
Ed Andrews Alex Miller 
1. Little W. J. Coulter 
Ed Carlton R. Ray 
Thomas Brown W. Charles 
Duncan Day 1. F. Atkinson 
Alvin Westover Mark Wren 
Alex Downey F. J. Coulter 
Theo Albert P. D. Barragar 

After several meetings, and different obstacles, 
which are usually experienced by committees that do 
this kind of work, the Church was officially opened 
August 25,1907. From the records, the minister who 
held the opening services was Rev. Shaw. Rev. D. C. 
Day's name continuously comes up in the minutes of 
building and construction of the church. However, 
these men were present at the official opening. Rec
ords show that ministers' expenses for coming to the 
opening were $5.65. Records also show that on the 
following evening, Monday, August 26, 1907, a 
church opening entertainment was held and printed 
tickets were sold at fifty cents each. Mr. Louis Down
ey, son of the late Henry Downey, holds one of these 
tickets. 

In the minutes of a meeting September 10, 1907, 
opening accounts were all passed. It was decided to 
order two dozen "cheap" hymn books, five hymn 
books for the choir and one extra book with large 
print for the organist. Mr. Burke Senior was to be the 
caretaker. 

Within the next two or three years, the parsonage 
was built. This was eventually sold after local union 
took place, to the late William Andrews, about 1920. 
He moved it to his farm as his home and it still stands 
in good repair. 

The Pulpit Bible was presented by the young men 
of Coulter to the Coulter Methodist Church on Febru
ary 19, 1913. The minister was Rev. H. Simpson. 
Recording secretary was Duncan Day, stewards: 
Henry Downey and Alvin Westover. 

The following names were those of the young 
men whose names appear in the Bible: 
Howard Miller 
Jack Turk 
Clarence Snyder 
Harold Snyder 
Arthur B. Scheel 
W. 1. Melvin 
1. A. Atkinson 
A. Mallo 

William Andrews 
Bert Andrews 
W. C. Jellis 
A. Jellis 
0. Schlemmer 
1. Cleaver 
E. Stacey 

Sometime about 1918, Coulter, Coultervale and 
Lyleton joined and operated as a local union, the 
headquarters of the minister being at Lyleton, at 



which time Rev. G. Dyker was the minister. In 1925 
organic union took place to form the United Church 
of Canada, the minister at that time being Rev. Car
lyle Parker. 

Missionary meeting at Mrs. Burnetts (Coulter) in 1917. L.-R., 
Back Row: Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Westover, Mrs. Atkinson. 3rd Row: 
Mrs. Snyder, Mrs. Gould. 2nd Row: Mrs. Shantz, Mrs. Jellis, 
Mrs. Naylor, Mrs. Burnett. Front Row: Grace Bell, Ella Riley. 

From the beginning, records show the very active 
part the women have taken through the years. Garden 
parties, socials and fowl suppers have always been a 
very important part in the work of the church. These 
little groups should not only be recognized and ap
preciated, but thanked earnestly for what they have 
accomplished. 

During the last few years the population has de
creased, and with it church attendance has gone 
down. A gradual change has come over the church as 
a whole - country-wide. Presently, church services 
are held alternately with Coultervale, with a joint 
choir, joint Sunday school and joint fowl supper. 

Rev. R. G. Martin 
Rev. D. C. Day 
Rev. 1. Fielding Shaw 
Rev. 1. Ruddell 
Rev. 1. W. Terry 
Rev. W. E. Callow 
Rev. W. H. Simpson 
Rev. James Cooper 
Rev. F. A. Turner 
Rev. James Malley 
Rev. G. A. Dyker 
Rev. C. Austin 
Rev. 1. C. Parker 
Rev. A. Smith 
Rev. Johnson 
Rev. S. H. Brenton 

Coulter Ministers 
1903-1904 
1906-1907 

1908 
1909 

1910-1912 
1912 

1913-1914 
1914-1915 
1916-1917 
1917-1918 
1918-1920 
1920-1924 
1924-1930 
1930-1937 
1937-1940 
1940-1943 
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Rev. T. Head 1943-1946 
Rev. A. Barber 1946-1948 

Charge vacant during 1948-1949, served by Dr. 
B. W. Allison and Rev. W. D. Bayley. 
Rev. Roy Wilson 
Rev. Fred Hubbard 
Rev. 1. M. Wilson 
Rev. Barry Pogue 
Mr. John Hussey 
Rev. Roger Lowe 
Mr. Ted Burtch 
Rev. Rainie McKinnon 
Rev. Feme Bradley 
Rev. Carol Roberts 
Rev. Tony Thompson 

Coultervale Church 

1949-1951 
1951-1954 
1954-1956 
1956-1961 
1961-1962 
1962-1969 
1969-1972 
1972-1975 
1975-1977 
1977-1981 
1981-

Obtained from the 25th anniversary history pre
pared by Dan McKinnon (July 23, 1953, New Era) 

Services were conducted in school houses in the 
early years, and these were not large enough, so steps 
were taken to build a church. 

The committee to supervise construction was: 
John McKague, A. McKinnon, Jonas Shantz, Dun
can Bell, Frank Coulter, and William Jellis. The 
contractor was Mr. Sam Robinson of Waskada, and 
the painter was Andrew Hagen. Construction began 
the summer of 1906, and the opening service was 
held November 25, with Rev. Donald Munroe, a 
friend of Rev. Armond, preaching. The first collec
tion was $56. 

An opening supper was held November 26 (net
ting $75.50) and a program followed. 

In 1908, it was decided to put a basement under 
the church for catering to fowl suppers etc. The 
basement had to be replaced about 1930, because of 
defective material. Charles Tooke of Waskada super
vised, and all work was volunteer. 

The church was known as the South Antler Pres
byterian Church until union in 1925, when it became 
Coultervale United Church. 

The first elders were Frank Coulter, Duncan Bell 
and John McKague. The ministers were: 1906-1910 
- Rev. McKay Armand; 1910-1913 - Rev. Walter 
Beatty; 1913-1920 - Rev. G. A. Dyker; 1920-1924 
- Rev. G. Austin; 1924-1930 - Rev. 1. C. Parker. 
Following history taken from the Sourisford book. 

The Coultervale Church was struck by lightning 
about 6:30 p.m. on July 20, 1953, and burned to the 
ground. Most contents were removed by fast work of 
the community. 

The second church was officially opened in Octo
ber, 1956, with Rev. F. C. Hubbard of Carberry, 
present, to conduct morning and evening services. 
The short dedication service in the evening was con
ducted by Rev. John Matheson of Hartney, and Rev. 



Ian McMillan of Melita brought greeting from his 
charge. 

Coultervale ministers through the years as com
piled by Mrs. F. Bell were: 
1930-1937 A. Smith 1943-1946 T. Head 
1937-1940 H. Johnson 1946-1948 A. Barber 
1940-1943 S. H. Brenton 

The charge was vacant from 1948 to 1949. It was 
served by Dr. B. W. Allison and Rev. W. D. Bayley. 
1949-1951 Roy Wilson 
1951-1954 Fred Hubbard 
1954-1956 Rev. Wilson 
1956-1961 Barrie Pogue 
1961-1962 John Hussey 
1962-1969 Roger Lowe 

1969-1972 Ted Burtch 
1972-1975 Rainie McKinnon 
1975-1977 Ferne Bradley 
1977 -1981 Carol Roberts 
1981- Tony Thompson 

The Coultervale Church can boast all the associ
ate groups such as Ladies' Aid, or present United 
Church Women, Young People's Groups, Canadian 
Girls in Training, Mission Band and Sunday School. 

United Church - Elva 
The Methodist Church was built in Elva in 1897 at 

a cost of $850 without furnishings. The committee in 
charge of the opening was; Miss Emma Hull, M. 
Jamieson, Alex Mattice, Robert Stinson and George 
Bolton. Both Methodists and Presbyterians held ser
vices week about in the Methodist Church. Prior to 
this, church services were held in homes of Mr. Rod 
McRae and H. J. Archibald and later in Archibald 
Hall. In 1908, the minister was Rev. Johnson. 

The first meeting of Union Church Session was 
held February 21, 1924 with members Rev. Chap
man, William Horsley, C. Furtney, H. J. Archibald 
and W. A. Pedden. The first meeting of stewards for 
Elva Union Church was held March 1,1924 with the 
envelope system adopted immediately. W. Armitage 
and R. Banks 1 year; C. Furtney and A. Crawford 

2 years; George Skleton and A. Simpson 3 
years. 
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A congregational meeting was held June 21, 1925 
with Mr. Colpits in the chair. Moved by A. Crawford, 
seconded by A. Mattice that the congregation do 
concur in the union of the Presbyterian Church and 
the Methodist Church and Congregational churches. 
It was voted on by a show of hands with 71 in favor 
and none against. Presbyterians, who did not join the 
union, carried on regular services at St. Pauls Pres
byterian Church. 

Ministers were: 1929 - Rev. Armstrong; 1932 
Rev. John A. McLeod; 1938 - Rev. Dunnett; 1942 
- Rev. C. Smith; 1943 - Rev. A. Eustace. 

Sunday School had been very active over the 
years but was declining very quickly from 48 in 1942 
to 25 in 1943. 

In 1944 Rev. McLenaghen presided and a new 
board was elected necessary for the transaction of 
certain business regarding church property. In 1946 a 
meeting approved the action of the Official Board to 
transfer St. Pauls Church, Elva to the Presbyterian 
Church of Canada, for the sum of $1 and' expenses. 
The minister in 1950 was Rev. Tindale. 

In 1954, due to conditions and cost of repairs, it 
was decided to look into buying the Anglican Church 
under Rev. Brown. In 1956 under Rev. Bowins, 
amalgamation of Pierson, Gainsboro, Elva and 
Winlaw took place. On May 27, 1959, the United 
Church bought the Anglican Church for $700 and 
tendered the old church for sale. Doug Southam's 
tender for $327 was accepted. Now services were 
held only in summer months. 

Stewards in 1961 were D. Bird, 0. Patterson, L. 
Bolton, M. Bell, D. McCannell and H. Skelton. 
With Rev. Rentz as minister in November, 1964 it was 
decided, due to lack of interest, that the United 
Church hold its last service. The building was sold to 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Renwick. 

Elva Ladies Aid 
submitted by Dorothy Pratt 

On March 30, 1908 a meeting was held in the 
church to organize the Ladies' Aid Society. They 
were a busy group holding thimble teas, bazaars, and 
garden parties. In June of the same year they bought 
an ice-cream freezer for $20 from Sharpe and a half 
dozen Japanese lanterns to be used at lawn socials. In 
1909 they purchased a tent and sold ice cream Satur
day evenings. This became a regular event. 

In August 1924 a meeting was held to discontinue 
the Methodist Ladies' Aid and the Ladies' Aid So
ciety of the United Church was organized. 

Members in 1924 were Mrs. George Skelton, 
Mrs. Bird, Mrs. Baxter, Mrs. Walker, Mrs. Mattice, 
Mrs. Hutchings, Mrs. Furtney, Mrs. Bolton, Mrs. 
Horsley, Mrs. Scott, Mrs. McBrien, Nellie Henry, 



Elva W.A. 1940's. L-R.: Myrtle Snyder, Glory Russell, Anna 
Banks, Mrs. Greaves, Beulah Moore, Mrs. F. McRae, Ann 
Mainland, Mabel Furtney, Mrs. Patterson, Velma Thompson. 

and Mrs. L. Sterling. All former members of Pres
byterian and Methodist Aids were welcomed as 
members of the United Aid. 

They held or sponsored fowl suppers, concerts 
and plays, bazaars and teas, qUilting parties and 
many other means of raising funds. This money 
helped to pay the minister's salary and parsonage 
fund. Membership in the 1920's was 22; 14 in 1930's; 
12 in 1940's and 9 in the 1950's. 

In 1962 Mrs. Furtney and Mrs. Patterson were 
given life membership pins and in 1962, Mrs. Moore 
received this honor. 

The average attendance in 1963 was six and in 
January, 1965 with six members present the decision 
was made to disband. 

The Mission Band was organized in 1926 with 
Mrs. Pedden as leader and continued for many years 
with Mrs. Crawford as assistant. 

The Young People's in connection with the 
church was very active. Meetings were held once a 
month putting on plays, skating parties, hay rides, 
etc. 

Victoria United Church 
by Mae Dobbyn 

Methodist Church later Victoria United Church in 1925. 
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The first Methodist service to be held in what 
later became known as the Melita-Napinka Circuit of 
the United Church was conducted by Reverend Al
bert D. Wheeler who served the Antler Mission of the 
Methodist Church from 1882-1884. He held his first 
service in the home of Alf Gould at Sourisford in 
1882. In those days, services were held in the dif
ferent farm houses reaching from the Antlers on the 
south to the Sandhills on the north, and only in 
summertime as the winters were too cold, the trails 
were few and far between, and it was easy to get lost, 
even in daylight. 

Circuit missionaries who followed were: 
Rev. T. B. Beynon 1884-1886 
Rev. 1. Peters 1886-
Rev. 1. B. Powell 1888 
Rev. W. N. Jamieson 1888-1889 
Rev. W. Elliott 1889 
Rev. 1. W. Woods worth 1889 
Rev. W. N. Jamieson 1889-1890 
Rev. W. A. Vrooman 1890-1892 
Rev. John Stewart 1892-1894 
Rev. W. L. Armstrong 1894-1896 

On November 16, 1896 a meeting of the Melita 
Congregation was held in Brundit's Hall to consider 
the building of a church in Melita. The building 
decided on was to be of brick veneer, 34' x 54' , with a 
full-sized basement. On June 27. 1897 the con
gregation purchased from Manitoba Southwest 
Colonization Co. Lots 19 and 20, Block 11, on which 
to build their church. 

An agreement to borrow $3,108 from Con
federation Life Association to build the church was 
negotiated. Members signing the agreement were as 
follows: Edward Francis Dobbyn, Alfred Kemp, 
Charles P. Holden, Thomas A. Blackwell, Thomas J. 
Freeborn, William R. Hull, Edward M. Jamieson, 
Walter J. Merrill, William Moorby, H. L. Elliott, 
Thomas A. Miles, Edwin A. Bartholemew, and 
Thomas Cochlan, all of Melita. The first six men
tioned were the trustees. Also they had to take out 
single life insurance policies on the lives of two 
persons aged 23 and 27, payable to the Con
federation Life. 

The country members of the congregation of
fered to supply the stone and do the excavating for the 
basement. Due to an unusually heavy snowfall that 
winter (1896) help had to be hired. Tenders were let 
for the building and the contract awarded to A. 
Blakeway for an estimated cost of $2,555. The total 
cost of the buildings and furnishings is recorded as 
$4,056.80. Much of the labour was volunteer. The 
"Melita Enterprise" published November 19, 1897 
reported ". . . it has a comfortable seating capacity 
for 275 persons and cost a trifle over $4,000 for 
building and furnishing." 

How did the church get its name? The Ladies' 



Aid of the congregation came up with the answer. 
They decided the church should be called "Victoria 
Methodist Church" because 1897. (the year the 
church was built) was the Jubilee Year of the reign of 
Queen Victoria. The last Sunday in October, the date 
from which the congregation anniversary is dated, 
saw Victoria Methodist Church dedicated. 

The next building project was the parsonage 
which was built in 1904, during the ministry of Rev. 
H. Lewis. Mr. Lewis passed away in February 1906 
while still in the service of the Melita congregation. 

The corner stone of the new church was laid on 
August 10, 1897 the ceremony being conducted by 
G. L. Dodds, Reeve of Arthur Municipality and Mrs. 
1. C. Switzer, bride of the pastor of the church. The 
corner stone contains an account of the ceremony, 
n~mes of participants, a Bible, a Methodist Hymn 
Book, a copy of the Methodist discipline, copies of 
newpapers of that date, and also Jubilee postcards 
and Jubilee stamps. 

Ministers following 1896 were: 
Rev. A. 1. Switzer 1896-1899 
Rev. S. P. Riddell 1899 
Rev. Fred Buckley 1899-1920 
Rev. H. Lewis 1902-1906 
Rev. S. T. Robson 1906-1910 
Rev. C. E. Somerset 1910-1913 
Rev. A. E. Parsons 1913-1917 
Rev. A. E. Maunders 1917-1921 
Rev. E. Howard Smith 1921-1925 

Victoria United Church has seen many different 
styles of church life. When the church was built, 
evangelical and missionary spirit was strong. The 
Methodist people liked to hold revivals when some 
outstanding evangelist would assist the local minis
ter. 

During World War I, and as church union with 
the Presbyterian and Congregationalists neared, the 
custom of evangelical revivals declined. There was 
also a flourishing temperance organization among 
the Methodists, and the young people organized into 
the Epworth League of Christian Endeavor with 20 
members enrolled. 

Church Union June 10, 1925 in Melita meant only 
union between the Methodists and Presbyterians. For 
the Methodists, the District Meeting became the 
Presbytery, the parsonage became the manse, and the 
Stationing Committee became the Settlement Com
mittee. The policy of "sending out" ministers be
came the "call system". In the Methodist Church 
there had been no "induction service" and now it 
became a regular custom when the new minister 
arrived. 

Although the United Church of Canada was born 
on June 10, 1923 the inauguration in Melita did not 
take place until August 24, 1925. From the Pres
byterian Church 23 members joined with 129 mem-
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bers of Victoria Methodist Church and 15 members 
from Brown's School Appointment. The first minis
ter of the United Church was Rev. P. E. Scott 
(1925-1931), formerly a Presbyterian minister. 

A unique and impressive service was held in the 
United Church on Sunday evening, October 1, 1925 
for the purpose of inaugurating the United Church. 
Rev. P. E. Scott officiated. The order of service 
followed very closely the inaugural ceremonies ofthe 
United Church of Canada held in Toronto on June 10, 
1925. Programs with the printed service were 
provided, and following the program came the hal
lowing of Church Union and dispensation of commu
nion. A new corner stone was placed alongside the 
first corner stone. 

Since Union many changes have occurred to the 
congregation. Union was still strong when depres
sion hit the country. "The United Church of Canada 
was the only denomination that managed to have the 
same number of ordained ministers in the district at 
the close of the drought as at the beginning." 

Later ministers were: 
Rev. F. W. Lee 1931-1935 
Rev. P. E. Jones 1935-1940 
Rev. T. W. Bailey 1940-1941 
Rev. W. J. Reid 1941-1943 
Rev. A. E. Passmore 1943-1947 
Rev. John McDonald 1947-1950 
Rev. D. L. Gordon 1950 
Rev. David D. R. Patterson 

1950-1951 
Rev. N. Watson 1951-1952 
Rev. G. W. Tyndale 1952-1953 
Rev. S. H. Brown 1953-1954 
Rev. Ian McMillan 1954-1957 
Rev. 1. Wiznuck 1957-1960 
Rev. G. H. Hambley 1960-1965 
Rev. 1. Murray Lake 1965-1967 
Rev. Don Robertson 1967-1970 
Rev. John Butters 1970-1973 
Rev. 1. Clark Saunders 1975-1980 
Rev. Doug Jones 1980-

The 50th Anniversary of Victoria United Church 
was celebrated on October 26, 1947, with Rev. R. 1. 
(Bert) Love of Murrayville, British Columbia as 
quest speaker. He had been born and raised in Melita, 
and his father, Robert Love, had for many years acted 
as Clerk of the Sessions and Superintendent of the 
Sunday School. 

The Melita congregation saw a slow but steady 
growth during the years 1947-1967. For a good many 
years there had been discussion about improving and 
adding to the facilities. In 1958 the heating system 
was changed from coal-stoker to oil furnace, walls in 
the basement were panelled and tile laid on the floor. 
At this time a fund was set up to repair and change the 
front entrance of the church. 

Among the notable improvements in the above 
period was the addition of chimes by Mr. and Mrs. 



Victoria United Church Choir. Back Row: Rev. Passmore, Mrs. 
Ada Tribe, Doreen Coates, Isabelle Coutts, Edythe Snyder, 
Kay Wark, Beryth Wood, Helen Sterling, Inez Snyder, Beth 
Parham, Kay Skelton, Betty Morrow. Doreen Main, Mrs. 
Gertrude Hill. Second Row: Gwen Sterling, Roberta Freeman, 
Corinne Larway. Aida Kirkup, Doreen Jones, Maxine McKellar. 
Front Row: Gerry Morrow, Bill Dobbyn, Wes Dobbyn. Vernon 
HlIl, Fred Wark, Eddy Louttit, Eldon Loucks, Bernie Murray, 
Harry Thompson. 

Rovert Love, an electric organ by Mr. and Mrs. W. 
G. Powne, and the Communion Table given in mem
ory of Mrs. Reekie. 

In 1963, Mrs. 1. A. Ross and family donated the 
beautiful illuminated cross at the front of the church 
as a memorium to the late James Arthur Ross, 
M.L.A. of Arthur Constituency, who had served as a 
member of the Steward Board of Melita United 
Church from 1923-1958. 

In 1968, the congregation gave to the Committee 
of Stewards authority to borrow from the Royal Bank 
the necessary funds to change the front entrance. The 
members who signed the note at the bank were 
George Bureyko, Frank Downey, Norman Stewart, 
Bill Coleman, Al Dobbyn, Art Wood, Robert Dun
lop, Cliff Hicks, Jack Foster, Wes Feader, Delmar 
Loucks and Ken Furtney. The new entrance was built 
in 1970 and the loan was paid off in 1971. 

This addition of the front of the church greatly 

Victoria United Church front addition 1970. 
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improved the appearance of the church, provided 
better stairs and much needed space at the front 
entrance, as well as room which has been used as the 
minister's office. 

As in most organizations, any project depends on 
the many men and women, members or adherents, 
who are willing to give of their time and talents to 
various worthwhile activities in the church. In earlier 
times, morning and evening services were held every 
Sunday and a thriving Sunday School met after the 
morning service, with classes upstairs and in the 
basement. 

In the late twenties, we had an orchestra of sev
eral musical instruments, besides a Senior Choir for 
evening service and a Junior Choir in the morning, 
always accompanied by a capable person at the organ 
and/ or piano. 

Midweek activities included: c.G.I.T. (Cana
dian Girls in Training), for teenage girls, Explorers 
(girls) Tyro (boys), Mission Bank for younger chil
dren, etc., and were all dependant on volunteer lead
ership and the success of the future church in our 
community has depended on the unselfish leadership 
of many dedicated people. 

The Ladies' Aid is first mentioned in this history 
when it was reported that they came up with a name 
for the newly built church in 1897. Later a Ladies' 
Missionary Society was formed and eventually the 
Ladies' Aid and Missionary Society amalgamated to 
become the Women's Auxiliary (W.A.). A Young 
Ladies' Club became active in the United Church in 
1928. Later it became known as the Victoria Club and 
then Unit I of the Women's Auxiliary (W.A.). Units 
II and III are also part of the W.A. which is still active 
in the church today. 

Rev. Doug Jones adds these concluding remarks: 
As one can see, the history of any given place (in 

this case Victoria United Church) is the people and 
the visible expressions of their hopes, dreams and 
faith. 

All of this is influenced by past history but more 
so their desires for the future. Victoria United 
Church has shared in being a vital part of the Melita 
Community from its earliest days. Just as our town is 
the heartfelt expression of those who planned and 
built it over the years, so is Victoria United Church 
the expression of some of those same people. 

It is our prayer that our present day mark in this 
church's history will be as visionary, hopeful and 
filled with richness as is the history to which we have 
fallen heir. 

The history of Victoria (Methodist) United 
Church belongs to the glory of God. 

by Rev. Douglas Jones 



Gordon Hoovers Bible Class 1924. L-R., Top Row: Tommy 
Lamont, Ozzie Kelly, Howard Kenner, Clair Heath, Billy 
Coates, Charlie Laird. Centre Row: Borden Dobbyn, Jack 
Shave, Ewart Davis, Lawrence Hamilton, Ted Higgins, Ernie 
Oxley. Bottom Row: Ken Lovering, Tommy Loucks, George 
Wood, Gordon Hoover, Merton Morrow, Bert Love. 

Melita C.G.I.T. 
The C.G.I.T. group from 1957-62 grew from a 

small one to that of the largest and most active in the 
Rock Lake Presbytery. Over the years 40 some girls 
joined and took an active part in community projects 

of visiting and helping the elderly; mending hymn 
books; making house name plates; basket weaving 
and making welcome kits for immigrants etc. 

Some of the annual events which required much 
work and participation were: contributing to White 
Gift Sunday, the "Unknown Mother's Gift Ex
change" , World Day of Prayer, Mother and Daughter 
Banquets and always a very beautiful and meaningful 
Vesper Service to celebrate Christmas, with a candle 
lighting and carol singing led and carried out by the 
girls. 

The C.G.LT. Affiliation service with W.E indi
cated that the girls had completed the prescribed 
mission study which formed an important part of the 
C.G.LT. program and without which the inter-de
nominational Christian Education Committee would 
not recognize the group as having fulfilled its re
quirements to become a Chevron group. Receiving 
chevrons and landyards to the uniforms was an im
portant event. 
Highlights of Activities: 

After the Mission Study project, 1958, a Japanese 
Tea complete with scattered cherry blossoms, fish 
kites, bushes and a typical Japanese Tea Garden was 
held. The background scenery was painted by Bette 
Snyder and Yvonne Reddaway. The girls all wore 
gay kimonos, obis and flowers. On reception were 
Mesdames Wiznuk, Hoover, 1. Sterling and Miss B. 
M. Hill, greeting with "Ko nichie wa!" 

A Mother and Daughter banquet was held in May, 
with Bette Snyder, President, greeting guests. This 
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pleasant evening included affiliation with the Mother 
Group W. E when President Mrs. Jean Sterling and 
Vice-president Mrs. Larry White presented the girls 
with chevrons and World Friendship Badges. 

Graduation requirements were: having been an 
active member for three years, 17 years of age, and a 
regular church attender. Girls, being good artists, 
were encouraged to use their talents to paint a good 
picture of life. Over the years many girls graduated 
along with those from Lyleton, Napinka, Tilston and 
Gainsborough. 

The first graduation in the Rock Lake Presbytery 
was held in Victoria United Church in May 1958. 
There were six graduates, including Barb Stratton, 
Sharon Robson and Shirley Robertson, with Barb 
Stratton being Valedictorian. 

During the summer 12 girls attended Camp at 
Rock Lake where B. M. Hill went as a camp coun
sellor. Two other girls went to Camp Breton. 

1959: The first Father and Daughter Banquet was 
held in May. The President, Patricia Sterling, and 
Rev. Wiznuk brought greetings. The guest speaker, 
Dick Filteau stressed the importance of accepting the 
responsibility of being a father or a daughter. A fun 
evening, including a singsong led by Frank Downey 
and Keith Cooper was greatly enjoyed. 

The second Graduation service, under the direc
tion ofB. M. Hill was held in Lyleton United Church 
in May 1959. There were 16 graduates, including 
nine from Melita: 

Joyce Fraser 
Shirley Furtney 
Bette Snyder 
Patricia Sterling 
Bev Cameron 
Linda Lindsay 
Margaret McClure 
Carol Pue 
Sonja Wiznuck 

1960: In January the Senior group of nine girls 
accompanied by B. M. Hill and Keith Cooper went to 
Winnipeg to tour various churches as a part of their 
Bible Study. They were sponsored by many private 
individuals, local teachers, Melita Kinnettes, W. E 
and many hours of odd jobs, including scrubbing, 
cleaning shoes, candy sales etc. 

The tour included the Shaarey Zadeck Syn
agogue and a special treat of being included in a 
Barmizvah, Broadway Baptist, St. Nicholas Ukrai
nian where the girls were impressed by the different 
decorations and paintings, all explained by Sister 
Nicholas, a resident for over 55 years. 

At Atlantic United Church lunch was served by 
the local C.G.I.T. group, under the direction of Rev. 
and Mrs. Roy Wilson, formerly of Lyleton. Next 
they were treated to see the only Buddhist Temple in 



Manitoba. The parish priest in St. Boniface Cathe
dral generously guided the group through many dis
plays of church regalia dating back to the early 
1800's; the Bishop's Tombs and the altar where 
2000-3000 take communion regularly. 

Dining in the evening at the Paddock was a hi
larious event. This worthwhile tour ended on Sunday 
with all attending Regent Park United Church service 
and being entertained by the local girls and Rev. Ken 
Moyer formerly of Virden, Manitoba. 

Those taking part were Barb Dann, Diane Wood, 
Marilyn Robson, Verle Quane, Kathy Barker, Karen 
Hicks, Brenda Wyatt, Wilma Kirkup and Sharon 
Breakey. These same girls were part of the largest 
graduation in Rock Lake Presbytery, held in Gains
borough, Saskatchewan in June. 

In May 1960, after a completed Mission Study on 
Africa with the help of Ruth Townsend, the whole 
group held a most successful African Tea, having 
created the right atmosphere complete with palm 
trees, bananas, jungle animals and a Wishing Well 
for the World Refugee RInd. 

Graduation took place in Gainsborough for 16 
girls. Eight Melita girls were (on pic): 
Diane White 
Verla Quane 
Brenda Wyatt 
Marilyn Robson 

Karen Hicks 
Kathy Barker 
Wilma Kirkup 
Barb Dann 

C.G.I.T. 1960. L.-R.: Marilyn Robson, Dianne White, Kathy 
Barker, Verla Quane, Brenda Wyatt, Bessie Hill (leader), 
Wilma Kirkup, Sharon Breakey, Karen Hicks, Barb Dann. 

1961: The windup to the Bible Study in all 
groups, stressing the differences in local churches, 
included special sessions led by local people i.e. 
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Roman Catholic Fred Doucet, Presbyterian Liz 
Penner, Anglican Rev. Lockett and doctrines of 
other religions by Keith Cooper. At the completion of 
the study a very successful Ecumenical Tea was held. 
The special feature being Mr. Choi, an honored 
Christian from Korea, who greeted guests in the 
Chinese Garden. Booths were decorated with articles 
from Hawaii, New Zealand, Mexico, Africa, Thai
land and Japan. 

Graduation was held in May 1962 in Napinka 
United Church with Mrs. Hambley giving the mes
sage. There were no girls from Melita out of the six 
Graduates. 

The year's activities included Mission Study on 
"We Belong Together", including speakers, slides 
and a panel discussion on all Christian sharing and 
responsibility - spreading the word of God. Mrs. 
Hambley was an encouraging person in all activities. 
The year's activities ended with a Mexican theme tea, 
with color and splendor from Mexico, complete with 
senors and senoritas greeting guests. At the close, 
President Linda Johnson presented a gift to Miss B. 
M. Hill who was leaving. 

Over these six years many girls experienced good 
fellowship, and learned to 
Cherish Health 
Know God 
Serve Others 
And thus with His Help 
Become the Girl 
God would have them be. 

As a result of many projects over the years, a 
Baptismal Font was presented to Victoria United 
Church as a contribution of members of the C. G. I. T. 
and their leaders through 1957-1962. 

How long this group functioned before 1957 is 
unknown. We do know that it had a number of ups 
and downs. It did however, meet continuously for 20 
years following 1962 with many obstacles of modem 
living taking a toll on membership and leadership. 

C.G.LT. took part annually in the United Church 
bazaar, and always presented the beautiful vesper 
Service on Christmas Eve at the United Church. The 
last few years, due to dwindling membership they 
called on the able assistance of the Junior Choir in the 
much anticipated event of vesper service. 

This very worthwhile girls' group has not func
tioned in Melita since 1982. 



The Elements 
Weather and Crops 
by A. B. Estlin 
written in 1930's 

The greatest fear of the early settlers was frost and 
quite a lot of grain was frozen in the first few years. It 
was soon found that wheat must be sowed as early as 
possible in the spring and to do this the land must be 
ready. Horses were rapidly taking the place of oxen 
and gang plows. Wide iron harrows and seed drills 
came into use. By means of these, large tracts of 
prairie were broken up and cropped. The first self 
binder was brought in by Mr. C. S. Dobbyn in 1883 
and the next year Mr. A. M. Campbell brought in one 
from Virden. These binders used wire for binding the 
sheaves and cost $350. Mr. C. S. Dobbyn also 
brought in a threshing machine in 1884. 

Crops were generally good in the district, as the 
land was new, usually averaging about 25 bushels of 
wheat and barley, and about 50 of oats to the acre. In 
1883 a severe hail storm cut its path through the 
district. Luckily it was not very wide, and angled 
from northwest to southeast, doing very little 
damage in the northern part of the district, or east of 
the river. Potatoes were very scarce that spring, both 
they and oats being worth $1.50 per bushel. Many 
planted peelings and got pretty fair results, often 
putting them under newly broken sod. Water was 
very high in the river and creeks the Antler flats 
being flooded to a depth of four feet. In 1886 there 
was no rain, and the weather was very hot. Hay was 
very scarce. Many people were obliged to mow the 
old grass on the prairie as there was no grain or even 
straw. Some went to the mountains and sandhills with 
their stock, but all managed to get through. The 
following year (1887) was a splendid crop year, but 
the next saw a splendid stand of wheat ruined by a 
heavy frost which caught it in the blossom and thou
sands of acres had to be burned. However there was 
plenty of feed which was very fortunate as the fol
lowing year, 1889, saw the worst drought yet experi
enced. It was a fortunate farmer who got his seed 
back, and to make matters worse a huge prairie fire 
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swept down from the west, jumped the Souris River, 
and ran into the Mountain, leaving black ruin instead 
of grass behind. 

The following year, 1890, saw a disastrous hail 
storm which covered a strip of country 125 miles long 
and six miles wide, about three miles on each side of 
the Commission trail. All crops in its path were 
totally destroyed and many small animals were 
killed. The town of Deloraine was in its path and 
nearly all the windows on the north and west sides of 
the houses were broken. In some cases the bars in the 
windows were broken. It took nearly two carloads of 
glass to repair the damages in the town and surround
ing country. Outside the storm's path a fair crop was 
reaped. 

The next year, 1891, was one of the best seasons 
ever seen in the district. All crops were wonderful, 

·40 to 50 bushels of wheat to the acre, 85 of oats and 
50 to 60 of barley were quite common while garden 
stuff was phenomenal. 

Since then, 1895 was better than average but dry 
weather kept yields low and rust began to affect 
crops. At first it came on oats but later black rust 
came on the wheat. In 1916 the crop was ruined and 
farmers began growing durum wheat which proved 
to be resistant to a very considerable extent and also 
stood dry weather conditions fairly well. It has been 
the staple wheat grown in the district for the past 15 
years. Now other hard wheats are being grown but 
the bulk of the crop is durum. 

Grasshoppers began to be troublesome about 
1914 when the bands of the oat sheaves were cut. 
They increased each year till 1920 when they became 
a menace and steps were taken to combat their rav
ages. 

In 1920 the spring was early and the weather 
warm so the eggs hatched out before the grain was up. 
Round the edges of the fields there would be a bare 
strip that looked as if the seeder had missed sowing 
it, but as the strips got wider everyday the farmers 
soon found out the cause. Millions of small hoppers a 
quarter of an inch long were eating it off, and when 



once they ate it down it never grew again. Various 
things were tried; land packers were drawn over the 
ground; straw was piled along the edges of the fields 
for the hoppers to craw 1 into at night and then burned. 
The catchers were made by the municipalities. They 
were wooden flat boxes about 16 feet wide like a 
binder table with a screen at back and an iron trough 
which contained a mixture of coal oil and water. A 
horse was hitched to each end and the machine drawn 
through the field. The hoppers struck the screen, 
dropped into the coal oil bath, and were killed. In one 
field the writer saw, the machine had to be emptied at 
each end, but there seemed to be just as many left as 
the machine killed, so poison bait was resorted to, 
and although it was the most effective weapon yet 
tried it failed entirely, in 1934, to stop the ravages of 
the countless hordes of hoppers which devoured not 
only crops, but weeds, hedges and the leaves on the 
lower branches of trees. These pests, a result of the 
disastrous drought conditions that have existed in this 
district for some years past, are still a menace to this 
and other districts and will probably disappear when 
normal seasons of rainfall return. 

The Elements - Wind, Snow, Flood, Hail, 
Fire and Drought 

1891- (April) Last week's prairie fires could be 
seen in all directions, some being close to town. 

1893 - The worst snow storm witnessed here for 
years hit on February 3, 1893, and the railways have 
all suffered. The storm was general throughout the 
Province, the United States and Ontario. Many 
deaths have been reported in the States and some in 
Ontario, but there have been no fatal results in this 
Province. The storm lasted nearly three weeks. 

1899 - On May 25th the storm fiend was out for 
a bit of frolic and had it pretty much his own way for a 
time. The rink and Baptist Hall were razed to the 
ground as completely as could be done by human 
hands. One large piece of hall about 301 or 40' long 
was carried a distance of 100 yards. Part ofthe roof of 
the Grand Union Hotel was carried away. A number 
of stables and other buildings were moved, over
turned or tom to pieces, while in some more substan
tial, the plaster was badly cracked. 

On August 19, Mr. I. T. Lennox was unhitching 
his horses from the binder and was driving them 
home, when he and the horses were struck by light
ning. Two of the horses were killed and a third badly 
injured. Mr. Lennox lay stunned on the ground for a 
time, and when he recovered, cut loose the injured 
animal and made his way home. It was a very narrow 
escape. 

Prairie fires are again burning in the vicinity. A 
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heavy fire is being driven by a high wind from the 
northwest toward the Elva district. 

1901 - On Tuesday, June 25th, a violent wind 
and rain storm hit, blowing down several barns, and 
the rink which had its roof cave in during a snow 
storm on June 5th. 

A severe electrical storm in July killed several 
horses and one man near Boissevain. 

1902 In April the Souris River flooded closing 
traffic bridges. 

The Council put a boat on the river for the con
venience of those south of the river to reach town. 
The boat made regular trips across the river. The 
water was within three feet of the railway bridge and 
the traffic bridge was submerged. Besides pas
sengers, the municipal boat attended to freight, seed
ers, plows, harrows and agricultural implements of 
all sorts were shipped daily. The "Jas. McConnell" 
is under the command of Commodore McCauley. 
Teams of horses started crossing the bridge on May 
16th. 

On May 15th, the Arbor Day snowfall remained 
on the ground until Saturday and horse and cutter 
could be seen on Main Street. 

In September prairie fires were numerous. They 
are often started by sparks from the CPR engines. 
Many hay and wheat straw stacks are in the path as 
the fire races up the blind Souris where grasses are 
long. 

An October prairie fire swept down from Antler, 
causing a good deal of destruction to the ranching 
district west of Broomhill. The fire is said to have 
been started by a CPR locomotive. 

1903 - Ever since the harvest season com
menced, we have been experiencing more or less 
wet, disagreeable and unfavorable weather, and on 
Saturday morning (September 12) snow began to 
fall, accompanied by a wind from the north. As the 
day wore on the storm increased in violence and in 
the open country it became almost impossible to 
drive a horse against it. The snow was wet and heavy 
and therefore clung tenaciously where it fell, so that 
in a short time the whole surface of the ground was 
covered with a white blanket. As the trees still had 
their summer foliage they soon became weighted 
down with snow, and one by one the branches 
snapped until many of the trees were almost ruined. 
Branches several inches in diameter were thus 
broken off and in some cases entire trees were de
stroyed. The maples suffered particularly in this re
spect and presented a scene of wreckage and 
desolation after the storm, very discouraging to tree 
growers. 

Along the line of the railway, snow accumulated 
on the wires to a depth of several inches, and the 



weight of the snow on the wires and posts combined 
with the force of the storm, uprooted or broke off 
more than 30 posts between Melita and Napinka, and 
15 or 16 between Melita and Elva. Where the posts 
were not down, the crossbars were in many cases 
broken off and the wires were badly tangled up, so 
that there was no communication with the outside 
world for a day or two. Saturday's train did not arrive 
but Monday's express managed to come through all 
right. 

Naturally, farmers were disappointed as many of 
them expected to be threshing this week. Fortunately 
nearly all the grain was cut in this district and 
stooked, but in many places in the Territories there is 
a considerable percentage of crop still uncut and this 
will probably be lost. The wheat in stock is reported 
to be very dry and hard notwithstanding the moisture 
from the snow. In some places stock has appeared to 
have suffered to a considerable extent, especially in 
the herds. At Verona, 12 miles south of Melita, out of 
a herd of 400 cattle, half are said to be missing. 
Twenty-eight are known to be dead. Two or three 
young colts died during the storm in a pasture field 
adjoining Melita, and at Whitewater 200 are reported 
dead. About a foot of snow fell here but in places 
there were drifts from three to five feet deep. The 
snow is not disappearing very rapidly and the tem
perature remains cool. This will prevent sprouting of 
wheat to any great extent, and the farming communi
ty will probably pull through with less injury than 
was at first feared. 

1904 A March 24th and 25th snow storm was 
something beyond ordinary; travelling was not possi
ble beyond a hundred yards from an object to guide 
by, owing to the blinding snow. The snow was piled 
in heaps to a depth of about eight feet. The railways 
were handicapped so much that moving trains was 
out of the question until the snow plough opened up 
the roads. On the 19th, the train for the west was the 
last train here until the 29th when it returned from the 
west at 1:30. 

(June 2) Water is lowering in the flats and the 
bridge is in bad shape. The grade will be fit for travel 
in about two weeks. 
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1905 - On Monday, August 7th, a destructive 
storm swept across the municipality, doing immense 
damage to crops and buildings in town and country. 
The wind broke with hurricane force accompanied 
by hail and rain which was forced through crevices 
around windows until floors were flooded. The ter
rific wind lifted a stable belonging to Mr. T. A. 
Myles, depositing it upside down a hundred feet 
away. It also blew down half the brick fire wall in the 
lane adjoining Mr. H. B. Morse's store. In falling, 
the wall struck Mr. C. W. McLennan's building, 
occupied by Mr. T. McJannet on the opposite side of 
the lane. The bricks riddled the outer siding and the 
entire wall was partially driven in, knocking down 
half the shelving. Considerable damage of minor 
importance was done, including many dead birds. 

In the country a great amount of damage was 
done to crops and the terrific wind resulted in a very 
sad accident. Mr. 1. B. Elliott of Sourisford, whose 
house had burned two years ago, was living in an old 
house belonging to William Essensa, until his new 
house was completed. During the height of the 
storm, the building collapsed and Mrs. Elliott was 
violently knocked down. She told her husband she 
was not hurt, but died shortly after being carried to a 
granary. Mr. Elliott's new house, which was ready to 
be shingled, was demolished to the foundation. His 
barn was slightly damaged and his crop destroyed. 

Considerable damage is reported from Coulter
vale and Waskada, extending into Dakota where 
many crops were wiped out completely. An elevator 
at Coultervale was moved about three feet and a 
number of freight cars were thrown over. (Hail insur
ance companies will be kept busy a while, settling 
claims in this part of the province.) 

1909 - A distinct earthquake shock occurred 
Saturday night (May) about 10:30. It appeared to 
have extended across the whole of Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan. No damage was done. People on the 
street appeared not to have felt the shock but those 

. sitting in their office or house felt a most distinct 
shock. In several houses in town it was sufficient to 
rattle dishes on the sideboard, and stove lids, thus 
leaving no doubt as to the presence of a real earth
quake. Farmers began at once to phone inquiries as to 
the extent of the shock. 

There was a partial eclipse of the sun last Thurs
day (June) that could be seen quite distinctly. 

(July) A severe hail storm one storm from the 
west and the other from the south joined forces at or 
near Melita. The total loss tributary to this area has 
been estimated at 75,000 bushels the heaviest 
losers being: Charles Dobbyn, James Pollock, W. 
Anderson and R. H. Richardson. 

A severe electrical storm hit Coulter district ac-



companied by downpour of rain and hail. Hail stones 
as large as hens' eggs fell. Windows facing north 
were all smashed and even doors were split. 
Oldtimers say it was the worst storm to hit this area in 
their time. (50%-80% crop loss in early crops oc
curred but late crops were all right.) 
"1909 - A Prairie Fire - by Jane Forsyth 

A perfect September day was drawing to a close, 
the hum of the threshing machines could be heard for 
miles. Men were busy all day in the fields and women 
in the homes preparing substantial meals that would 
be enjoyed by all. 

Those days on the prairie were days to remember, 
some with pleasure and thankfulness others with 
deep regret and sorrow. 

Great stretches of land not yet touched by the 
ploW, or had been homesteaded and abandoned were 
a great menace to many of the settlers who had built 
their homes and lived in the community. 

"The Prairie Fire" was a destroyer of grain, feed 
and sometimes homes, came as a terrifying experi
ence to many. 

These occurred every fall, sometimes caused by 
carelessness, a spark from a railroad engine or from a 
steam powered engine used to run the threshing ma
chine. 

It would start from a very small beginning, 
fanned by the wind and fed by tinder dry grass and 
would sweep down across the prairies with little to 
check its furry. 

Everyone knew of the danger ahead, even the 
livestock grew restless and sensed danger. 

Great clouds of billowing smoke would be seen 
for miles, and as night drew nigh the sky would be 
red with reflection, and as it came nearer flames 
could be seen reaching heavenward. 

The danger was great. Men realized if they did 
not get into action, everything before it would be 
destroyed. 

Horses were quickly hitched to plows and the 
business of plowing fire breaks began. 

Everyone able was out to defeat the enemy. Chil
dren left behind in care of an older child, waited the 
long night through for parents to return, fearful lest 
they should fall victim to the fire. 

Such was the case in the Hathaway district, well 
remembered. 

A fire started not too far from a farm home, 
brought about just such a tragedy. 

The fire spread very rapidly and was soon into a 
field of stooked grain near the home. The father, 
away from home at the time, and the sons, helping 
with threshing a few miles away. The mother, daugh
ter-in-Iaw and daughter undertook to check the 
flames. 
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They fought bravely and long, were able to keep 
the fire from their home, but the grain was still in 
danger. 

Working along a half mile stretch, the two older 
women became separated from the daughter of 18 
years who did not enjoy normal health. 

The older women became alarmed, retraced their 
steps, and to their horror found the girl had somehow 
fallen into the fire and was burned beyond recogni
tion. What a tragic ending to a perfect September 
day. 

A rider was quickly dispatched to contact men in 
the fields miles away who left immediately for the 
scene. Many going without supper, worked until 2 
a.m. before the flames were under control. Tired and 
weary went home to bed only to rise again at 5 a. m. to 
continue threshing operations. 

The family's sorrow seemed to touch the whole 
community, neighbors came to take over daily 
chores, that the family could be together for a few 
days to regain their hold on life. 

The Prairies held many tragedies of this nature 
but also many splendid things to remember. 

The spirit of good will which bound the people 
together was responsible for much of the progress. 
No one had money, or convenience, but bound to
gether faced the future with courage and confidence 
that some day a great country would be developed. 

The scene quickly changes after a prairie fire. 
Winter, with deep snow and severe frosts, put 

plenty of moisture back into the soil, and by early 
May the fields would take on new life; fulfilling the 
promise that "seedtime and harvest shall not fail" , 
and inspiring the writer when he wrote this poem: 
"These are the Gardens of the desert. These, the 
unshorn fields boundless and beautiful, For which 
the Speech of England has no name, "The Prai-
ries" ." 

* * * 
1911 - A severe storm hit in early January causing 
several narrow escapes by local people who wan
dered around several hours, lost. The storm spread 
from the Great Lakes to the Rocky Mountains. It 
started at 5 p.m. blowing from the south and sud
denly switched and came from the north. Snow fell 
in clouds and lasted until midmorning the next day. 

1912 - The January weather is very cold with a 
three week cold snap. It reached 53° below. 

1913 - The heaviest rain storm seen in years 
occured in late August. Its duration was only half an 
hour, but everything is flooded. There was a little hail 
in town, but from country points came reports of hail 
damage. Fortunately most of the wheat was in stook 
and the damage mostly occured to oats and barley. 
From Elva the hail belt was east hitting Russell, 



Abbott, McLure, Loutitt and crossing the river hit
ting Williams, Kelly, Godwin, Leslie, Edwards, 
Dobbyn and Strachan. Here the storm appears to 
have swung north and at James Dobbyns' and F. 
Langs' the worst damage was done. Sweeping north 
of town, 1. Anderson, 1. I. Anderson, George Ander
son and 1. Oberlin report slight damage. W. R. 
Brockington, E. Ward, Powell and Foster are also 
reported heavy losers. 

Snow storm 1916. 

Last Thursday afternoon (mid December) a num
ber of citizens, band and school children went to 
River Park for a December picnic. Baseball was 
enjoyed, and photographer Davidson took a number 
of real pictures as evidence. On Saturday, R. 1. 
Atkinson shot a gopher and irrepressible Hoover 
appeared with a butterfly which he captured in the 
garden at "Central" (telephone office). 

1920- (March) While on their way to Melita Mr. 
Wm. Baumgarten and brother, bringing in the cattle, 
were overtaken by a severe storm. One of the animals 
became separated and had to be left until Tuesday. 
The bullock had to be disposed of due to exposure the 
following day. 

Messrs. Warren Belfry and Tom Parkes left their 
home about six miles west of Melita with two bul
locks the day of the storm and got separated. Parkes 
reached Melita but Warren Belfry missed his way in 
the dense snow. Mr. Belfry found his way to Bert 
Townsends. The bullock had been left tied to a 
wagon and succumbed to the storm. Mr. Belfry also 
lost his implement building by the blizzard. 

Monday's train from the west stuck in a snow 
drift four miles west of town until Tuesday evening. 
The snow plow was sent early Tuesday but became 
fast in heavy snow east of Melita. The citizens of 
Melita helped release the plow and went to the as
sistance of the passenger train and brought it back to 
Melita. On its way further west the plow left the track 
and it was not until Saturday that the east bound train 
from Estevan reached Melita. The hotel accommoda
tions were taxed to their utmost. 

Needless to say telephone wires and poles were 
down everywhere. 
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The Blizzard of March, 1920 
written for Manitoba Boys' and Girls' Club 1921 
won "First Premium" 
submitted by Winnifred Yuill 

One morning in March, 1920 we awoke to find a 
gentle rain falling. This was a change from the usual 
snow and we welcomed it with joy but before night 
we had cause to wish it had been otherwise. By noon 
the rain had stopped but about one 0' clock a soft, wet 
snow started to fall. At half-past three the snow was 
falling thick and fast, driven by a fierce wind. 

It was so dense that some of the parents and 
trustees came to the school. The snow was now a fine 
powder, which filled our eyes and noses and almost 
choked us. We could not see more than about three 
feet where it was sheltered. Two men were sent home 
with every child who was not in a sleigh. No less than 
three men were in every sleighload and even then 
they had their hands full. We crouched down in the 
sleigh and if we lifted our heads for a moment the 
smothering sensation caused us to draw back quickly. 
The sleigh got off the track once and one of the horses 
ran into a fence and fell down. The men tramped 
about until they found the road and we stood on it, in 
a little huddled group, with our heads lowered to keep 
the snow from smothering us. The men pushed and 
pulled at the horses and sleigh till at last the horses 
were back on the road. Some of the roads were 
impassable for horses or men. Sheltered roads were 
the only ones used and even then many people living 
on the outskirts of a town were unable to get home 
and had to take shelter wherever possible. 

Had the blizzard not lifted for a moment, we 
might never have found the house. As it was, it was 
only after great difficulty that we finally found our
selves by a warm fire. Our hair and eyebrows were 
filled with snow. My father, with the snow and ice 
hanging in a fringe about his eyebrows and 
moustache looked, as he said himself, like a walrus. 
The snow was driven so thoroughly into our coats 
that they were as wet inside as out and were not dry by 
the next morning. 

All that night and part of the next morning, the 
storm continued with unabated fury but towards 
noon it did not seem to be blowing so hard. 

By the afternoon we were able to go out and look 
around. Our house was left in a cup-like hollow, 
which was surrounded by a solid, perpendicular wall 
of snow. This wall was twelve feet high for some 
distance. Another drift began to rise about the middle 
of our garden. It reached a height of about twenty feet 
and extended at the average height of about eighteen 
feet for four-hundred and fifty feet in length and was 
at least two hundred feet wide. 

The storm was bad enough in town but in the 



country schools the pupils were unable to reach 
home. One teacher who we talked to afterwards told 
us what a dreadful experience it was. There were no 
lamps and the darkness came down swiftly. They 
were short of drinking water and food and the fuel 
supply was limited. They knew that they dared not 
open the door to get fuel for it could not be shut 
again. The snow drifted in through every chink in the 
wall and the wind howling outside gave the place a 
very dismal air. Some of the children had never been 
away from home a night in their lives before and 
although they cried themselves to sleep the teacher 
stayed awake and watched. The next morning the 
children were delighted at the arrival of two men, on 
snowshoes, with some food in sacks over their backs. 
Late that evening the children were taken home in 
sleighs. 

One farmer lost thirty cattle and many other 
horses and cows perished in the storm. 

It was a queer sight afterwards to see great tunnels 
leading to the doors of houses and out to chicken 
houses and stables. Those who spent an anxious 
night not knowing where their children were, or who 
were actually out in it, will not soon forget the bliz
zard of March, 1920. 

Memories of Melita 
by Marion J. (Reid) Robinson 

I came to Melita as a child in the autumn of 1908 
with my parents, Mr. and Mrs. James S. Reid and my 
three sisters. The town seemed a very lovely and 
peaceful place after living in Winnipeg, where one 
could only look at the flowers in the parks. My father 
was the tinsmith for Campbell and Ferguson Hard
ware Co., and later bought out the tinsmithing busi
ness of Gordon Howden. 

With my friend Mona Beatty, daughter of Rev. 
Walter Beatty, I roamed the prairies surrounding the 
town, in search of wild flowers, birds' nests, and all 
the things that interest children. We followed the 
paths along the creek banks, searching for the long
stemmed purple violets, which to this day are among 
my favorite flowers. 

In our wanderings we sometimes arrived at the 
home of early pioneers, Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Camp
bell, whose son the late Dr. Edgar A. Campbell, 
practiced medicine in Melita during the "twenties 
and thirties. " It was there I learned the story of how 
the town received it's name. 

The pioneers could not decide on a name, and 
one Sunday morning the minister, whose name I 
can't recall, and perhaps never heard, preached 
about St. Paul being shipwrecked on the Island of 
Melita, and so they decided to call the town Melita. 

I had many interesting and happy experiences 
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while living in Melita, and some not so happy. The 
following story tells of one of these. It is a tale of my 
experience during the March 16 blizzard of 1920. 
The Blizzard 

I was teaching at West Brenda School. My father 
used to come for me on Friday after school, and bring 
me back Monday morning. He was unable to bring 
me back the morning of the storm, and I got a team 
from the livery barn, which at that time was run by 
Mr. Gordon Cheyne. He was the driver that morning. 
When we started out it was a cloudy, soft, March 
morning. The roads were high and badly cut off. The 
cutter slid off and tipped in front of the old Cheyne 
farm, where Gordon had lived with his parents years 
earlier. He managed to keep it from going right over, 
but sustained a blue bruise beside his eye. We pro
ceeded to the school without further mishap. 

When we arrived, a light misty rain was falling, 
and the wind was rising. I had a strange feeling of 
foreboding when I could not see any of the children. 
However, when I entered the school I found Harry 
and Jack VanKleek, sons of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
VanKleek, who lived on the old Salsbury farm, and 
Cora Moore, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William 
Moore, who lived across the road from them on the 
James Ketcheson farm. Around 11 o'clock I was 
amazed to find, on looking out the window, that I 
couldn't see even the pump, which was quite close to 
the school. 

My mother wanted me to take lunch from home, 
but I told her my pupil, Viola Smith, would bring it 
as I stayed with Mr. and Mrs. Charles Smith, and 
there would be no use having two lunches; but that 
was the one day in two and a half years that Viola 
didn't come to school. At noon the children offered 
to share their lunches with me, but I didn't like the 
look of the storm, and only accepted part of a sand
wich. 

The storm got worse and worse as the day wore 
on. At four 0' clock, Harry and I went to the door and 
opened it. The snow hit us with such force we were 
gasping and I could not see my hand which I held out 
the door. It took the two of us to force the door shut, 
and I told Harry that no one would be leaving the 
school. 

We carried in coal, which was in a little shed 
opening into the porch, and piled it around the stove. 
We sat around and talked, and I tried to keep their 
thoughts off the storm. At supper time, the children 
ate what they had left of their lunches - still offering 
to share with me, but I knew they hadn't much left. I 
told them I wasn't hungry, and I really was too 
worried to be hungry. After it got dark, and we had 
no light, and no water, I told the children to try to find 
a comfortable position at their desks and try to sleep. 



It was a terrifying night There was a long string 
of shaky stove pipes almost the length of the room, 
and with each terrific impact of the wind they shud
dered and groaned. I wondered how we could ever 
find the low flat-roofed bam surrounded by high 
snow-drifts, if the pipes fell and the school took fire. 
The dark noisy night slowly spent itself, and day 
dawned to shrieking wind. As soon as the light was 
good enough around 8:30 a. m., I started the children 
to work to keep their minds off their hunger and 
loneliness. 

I was standing by the window when I saw a 
horse's head brush by, and I will never forget how the 
terrible load of worry lifted from my shoulders. I 
hadn't realized how dreadfully lonely I was, and how 
frightened I had been for the children. 

Mr. VanKleek took the team to the barn, and Mr. 
Moore, looking like a snowman with ice coated face, 
opened the door. In a scared voice he said, "Is 
everyone here?" I was thankful to be able to answer, 
"Yes. " 

They made their way to the school by keeping the 
wind in their backs, but didn't know where they were 
till they ran into the trees across the road from the 
school. They brought us food, and tea to drink, and 
stayed till Mr. Smith came for me at 2:30 p. m. He had 
to dig his barn out of the snow to get the horses out. 

When Jack VanKleek, who was a shy little boy, 
got home he said, "I thought you'd be worried about 
me Mummy, and here you are just rocking in your 
chair." How little he understood! 

The school was closed for a week, but to this day 
on a soft March morning with a fine snow falling, the 
old fear for the school children comes back to haunt 
me. 

Lost in the Storm 
submitted by Helen Balderston Parker 

That day, March 15, 1920 began as a typical 
school day. It was a soft day, slightly overcast, but 
with a promise of spring in the air; a "goodbye winter 
- leave your scarf at home day. " 

By noon snow was falling, and a strong wind 
indicated a storm brewing. Anxious parents arrived 
to drive their respective children home. All but our 
family reached home safely in record time; we were 
not so fortunate, and this is our story, as I remember 
it. 

We lived about two miles by road from Chester
field school house, on the John Drysdale farm, and 
for part of those miles we were going to have to face 
into the storm. Thinking to give us added protection, 
my dad, Walter Balderston, came for us in the cov
ered cutter (complete with standard winter equip
ment - the charcoal foot warmer, and a cow hide 
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robe - ours was black with a red lining!) For some 
reason he brought the heavy work horses, perhaps 
because they were supposedly stronger, or maybe just 
because they were harnessed and ready to go in a 
hurry! He insisted my sister Jean, nine, and myself 
Helen, aged seven, wrap up in those despised 
scarves, and that Miss Ramsay, the teacher from 
Prince Edward Island wear mom's fur coat for added 
protection. Much later we were grateful for these 
things! 

At first it was fun - a drowsy secure feeling, 
being literally squashed between Jean and that famil
iar fur coat - enjoying the different rhythm of the 
heavy horses and watching the snow swirl over their 
broad rumps. Our usual mode of travel was the sleigh 
pulled by lively drivers with the music of sleigh bells 
in our ears. Gradually the fury of the storm increased 

no music now, just howling wind and a blinding 
world of white swirling snow! Somewhere between 
the school comer and our "half mile lane" into the 
farm, disaster struck! The big horses floundered in 
deep snow, straining in their harness until the 
whiffletree broke - somehow Dad tied it together 
with halter shanks! The cutter overturned and spilled 
us out into waist deep snow, it was righted and we all 
piled back in, wet and miserable. It seemed hours 
that we lunged along - Dad now was walking most 
of the time, alternatively leading and driving the 
exhausted team, his voice rising above the storm, 
only to be whipped away again by gusts of wind. 
Miss Ramsay was a tower of strength and encourage
ment to dad through these trials, not realizing the 
peril we were in. Dad on the other hand must have 
been on the verge of despair, thinking as he did that 
we were headed for the Blind River, that bleak unin
habited old river bed just beyond our buildings, ex
tending approximately ten miles south, from the 
River Bridge at Melita. 

Abruptly our ordeal ended with ajolt! The cutter 
tongue had literally bumped into some kind of struc
ture. How thankful dad was to find it was the Jim 
Robson home, two miles from our place and how 
surprised they were to have two children thrust into 
their kitchen, eyes iced shut, and then followed by a 
snow encrusted person whose coat formed puddles 
on their floor! Doug Robson helped dad stable the 
horses and later they tried unsuccessfully to repair the 
downed telephone wires to get word to mom. Doug 
had to help my exhausted dad into the house - where 
dad's coat stood up by itself so loaded with snow and 
ice! 

The hospitality of the Robsons who fed and 
warmed us, and played games for hours to keep us 
amused - and who gave comfort to the worried 
adults; the concerns of our immediate neighbours 



who formed search parties (Chester Whitley who 
somehow walked to our home!); and the courage of 
our mother who baked and cleaned all night, her 
philosophy being "if they don't come home, the 
searchers will need food!" Anyone of these would 
make stories in true pioneer tradition! Fortunately we 
did come home the next morning to a fairyland of 
white snow banks up to the tree tops and deep drifts 
in the yard. The best sight was mom running out on 
the step to fold us in her arms. We were so happy to 
be home! We wondered why she cried!! 

Elements 1923-1927 

1923 - (February) An old fashioned snow storm tied 
trains up three-four days. Roads drift in as soon as a 
trail is made out. 
1925 - The Souris has flooded and there is some 
concern about the east bridge. 
1927 (May) River Park is flooding. Field Day was 
postponed and then cancelled due to heavy rains. 
This is the first flood since 1916. 

* * * 
Dusty Thirties 
With kind permission from Melita's Tales and 
Trails 
Changing Conditions Around Melita 1930 to 1940 
A Factual Description of Circumstances During the 
"Hungry Thirties" in Melita and Surrounding Terri
tory 

In North America, if not throughout the world, 
the year 1929 stands out as the time of "The Great 
Depression" but to Melita District it was, to the 
businessman and his customers, the farmers, not 
only the beginning of a period of financial depression 
but the beginning of a cycle of Dry Years. 

The 1929 crop was a disappointment, not only in 
volume but also in price and those who had a herd of 
cattle were looked upon as fortunate in that they had 
an alternative asset to bring in some revenue. 

The year 1930 started out well and people were in 
hopes of reaping a better crop, but before harvest, hot 
dry winds seared the filling grain and again the return 
was very disappointing. 

In the spring of 1931 people said "Well, this must 
be the year we are to have a better crop and the 
farmers hoped to obtain a return from the seed 
faithfully sown and dipped deep into their reserves to 
obtain the needed seed. In addition to the hot winds 
which now stirred up the top-soil and blew up into 
dust-storms, grass-hoppers became plentiful and 
caused damage to the crops, starting from the road-
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side into the grain-fields and again the expected 
harvest was snatched away. 

The spring of 1932 brouht enough moisture to 
enliven the spirits of the people and although there 
had been little snow during the previous winter, peo
ple thought that if the average precipitation was expe
rienced, rain-fall would make up for the lack of 
precipitation during the winter. Again people drew 
upon their reserves to sow their lands, but by the time 
the grain was nicely above the ground much of it was 
cut off by the blowing sand and the grasshoppers. 

The Government and Municipal Council assisted 
in supplying poisoned bait (as had been done the 
previous year) to poison the hoppers by scattering the 
poisoned bran and sawdust upon the grass and in the 
fields. Many farmers constructed hopper-catchers 
made in the form of a sheet-iron trough with a high 
back, so that upon being drawn by a horse at each 
end, the hoppers jumping in would strike this high 
back and fall into this trough into a quantity of coal 
oil and die. This destroyed millions of hoppers; but as 
the season advanced the hoppers multiplied un
believably and those who did not reap early what 
heads of grain were intact, those heads would be 
consumed over-night 

The grasshoppers, having now become so plenti
ful, attacked foliage of every description, and the 
farmers were fortunate if they had provided them
selves with feed for their stock by gathering in what 
hay was available before it would be consumed by the 
hoppers. 

The winter of 1932-33 saw little snow and in the 
Spring some farmers decided to move north where 
they hoped to find farms where moisture was avail
able, and a procession of covered wagons was to be 
seen. The sandy soil of this area lent itself readily to 
the depositing of grasshopper eggs, and while 
enough moisture fell to give hope for a reasonable 
crop, the continuing hot weather and dust-storms 
created great depression of spirits; and the putting out 
of poisoned bait seemed like child's play with the 
billions of hoppers that descended upon the vegeta
tion. 

The townspeople were not exempt from the rav
ages of the hoppers as they devoured the lush vegeta
bles which had been so painstakingly tended and 
when the onion tops were gone, so great was their 
love for the humble onion that mining operations 
were indulged in to obtain every particle of each one. 

Cabbage were carefully covered in the hope of 
saving them but when uncovered to make a meal it 
was found that the jaws of the hoppers were equal to 
the task of making an entry through any kind of 
covering. 

As the season advanced and the hoppers de-



veloped wings they came in such clouds that all 
vegetation disappeared. Grass was eaten to the 
ground; all foliage of every kind was eaten and the 
Government was required to assist in bringing in feed 
for the stock. 

Some farmers removed stock to other parts of the 
province where arrangements were made for housing 
and feeding and those who did not do this were 
forced to sell the stock. Many sold their herds at as 
low as $7 and $8 per head, as the regulation was 
made that each farmer could not be supplied with 
feed for more than one cow for each family's mainte
nance. 

Hoppers were by this time so plentiful that hun
dreds would fly upon the sidewalk as one walked 
along, and as cars passed along the street the wheels 
would leave two paths of dead hoppers in their wake. 

The trees and shrubs were as destitute of foliage 
as though it were winter time. 

All that was left of com and even rhubarb in the 
gardens was the upright stalks. Wells dried up and 
cows stood at the water-troughs bawling for drink. 
People were forced to draw water from great dis
tances from deep wells or springs. 

The year 1934 was a repeat of 1933 and the hot 
winds blew as from a great furnace and with it the 
dust, till the air seemed filled, at times necessitating 
turning on the lights in the homes. House-cleaning 
was a never-ending task as the sand filtered through 
the tiniest chinks in the walls. 

Hoppers came into the house on one's clothing 
and attacked house plants and curtains. Ladies' silk 
stockings were not exempt and persons who were out 
to have a car ride, when occasionally the wind and 
sand subsided, would return to discover their hosiery 
ruined. 

Still more residents moved out of the district, 
abandoning their farms entirely until the covered 
wagons made a procession heading north to moister 
regions, some claiming that the country was done 
and would never come back into production. 

Many cows died from consuming soil in their 
endeavor to obtain slight sprouts of grass roots. Some 
of the lightest soil was so blown and drifted that the 
entire top-soil was carried away to a depth of two feet 
and more. 

As this erosion proceeded many of the inhabi
tants found on these blown areas hundreds of ar
rowheads and spearheads which had been used in 
centuries past by the Mound-builders and Indians. 

Quite naturally, all these experiences had a most 
depressing effect upon the people. Everyone, even 
children, grew older than their years. 

The year 1935 brought somewhat better condi
tions with a little more rainfall and disease appeared 
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to have affected the grasshoppers. At least, during 
the year, there appeared some feed for the stock 
where the grassroots had not been entirely destroyed. 

This is noted in comparison with the two previous 
years when all the side roads showed only black earth 
with not even weeds in evidence to break the monoto
ny of complete devastation and desert-like condi
tions. 

There were bright spots in those years of devasta
tion, for those parts of the Province to the north 
which were blessed with good crops of grain and 
vegetables filled railway cars with vegetables for the 
dried out areas and organizations in Ontario and 
British Columbia sent carloads of fruit, which the 
Railways Co's carried free and which a Gov't con
troller allotted to the districts in an orderly fashion. 
But for these kindly charitable acts many people 
would have lacked necessary vitamins for good 
health. 

Those who had stated that the land would never 
produce crops again received a shock, for a more 
abundant rainfall brought a good stand of grain in 
1936 but it was affected with a blight and much of it 
was burned or plowed under. It is thought that this 
resulted from there having been so much poison bait 
spread upon the land to kill the hoppers. 

Burning crop due to rust, 1935. 

Between 1937 and 1940 precipitation gradually 
increased to the usual average of moisture and the 
country began to take on its garden-like appearance. 

While a conservative estimate showed that one 



half of the town and country trees died during the 
period from 1930 forward, nature clothed the remain
ing shrubbery with abundant foliage and to look over 
the country in 1940 one would not know that such a 
scourge had visited except for the occasional scarred 
field that had lost its full depth of top-soil or for the 
occasional dead tree that had not been felled. 

Some of the inhabitants who had moved away, 
returned but many of these remained in their new 
locations. 

From 1936-64 Melita has enjoyed prosperity in 
its highest degree. The town lots are sold almost to 
the outskirts of its limit. People have retired here 
from villages nearby. Numerous new business enter
prises have added to Melita in the last four years. 

* * * 
1941 - (January) Hydro lines reel under nature's 
blitzkrieg. Ice weighing 2000 pounds per span covers 
the wires and as ice is not an insulator it trips out the 
circuit as the breeze whips the lines together. There 
was lack of power through Friday afternoon and the 
greater part of Saturday, part of Monday and all day 
Tuesday. 

(June) A violent storm caused considerable 
damage to property of John Snyder and Foster Bros. 
six miles east of Melita. Also, Everett Robertson's 
barn was destroyed. 

1942 - Wednesday evening, 6:30 p.m. July 29, 
1942, a terrific hail storm claimed to be the worst to 
ever strike Melita, hit, tearing up gardens and strip
ping leaves off the trees. Streets were covered with 
wreckage. Reports indicate the bulk of the storm was 
about four miles wide and six miles long concentrat
ing on the town. Practically all crops in the district 
were completely hailed out, and in addition many 
patches on the outskirts of this area suffered severe 
damage and others to a lighter extent. 

The roar of the approaching storm could be heard 
ten minutes before it broke, accompanied by light
ning and thunder. Driven by a 40 mile an hour wind, 
hail, many of them an inch in diameter, swept down 
on fine wheat fields, gardens and homes of Melita 
district. Houses and buildings also received exten
sive damage through broken windows and roofs cov
ered with building material, took a terrible beating, 
many being pulverized. 

After it was over the ground was covered to a 
depth of four inches with ice and water. 

An event as this makes a sudden change, when an 
area is at the greatest peak of summer loveliness, and 
a half hour later the mid-summer sight had changed 
into a dreary picture of late autumn. May the old 
time-proved saying come true- "Nature repairs her 
ravages". 

1944 - June rainfall makes a record 10.5 inches. 

llO 

In July a record height of water causes concern about 
flood. 

1943 - (March) A four-day storm, the worst in 
many years, started Saturday night. Rail service was 
disrupted and roads badly drifted; side roads were 
hopelessly blocked. The vans from the consolidated 
school district have been storm bound for the past 
four days. Railways were hit hard and freight service 
was seriously disrupted with little fuel moving from 
the western coal fields. Power lines and telephone 
service held up remarkably well during the storm. No 
water deliveries were made, but milk deliveries were 
kept on schedule. The fuel situation was well in 
hand, but a number of homes were on the verge of a 
shortage when the storm ceased. School attendance 
suffered severely during the week, but remained 
open with the exception of Wednesday. Lyleton re
ported without fuel but a car of coal was attached to a 
relieving work train. This storm raged 110 hours; 
snowfall recorded at Melita's Reclamation Farm was 
seven inches; temperatures did not reach record lev
els, the coldest touching 15° below zero. 

June 3 a furious snow storm is raging at press 
time. 

1945 - (June) There was extensive damage from 
a weekend storm. Hail damage was extensive on 
farms of D. Simpson, E. G. Baxter, Ken Furtney, 
Ken Williams, Glen Gordon and 1. A. Ross. Losses 
varying from 10 to 100% were reported. Mr. M. A. 
McLure sustained the greatest loss when his substan
tial barn was totally destroyed and considerable 
damage inflicted on his residence located directly in 
the path of the timbers hurled from the wrecked barn. 

It is believed that Mr. and Mrs. M. A. McLure 
escaped death or serious injury by a miracle: before 
eating breakfast, they decided to bring the children 
downstairs, and while they were absent from the 
kitchen, the fury of the storm hurled debris from the 
wrecked barn, through the kitchen wall, littering the 
floor to some depth. 

Snow storm 1949. 



Melita from the west during the 1949 flood. 

1959 Snow halted motor traffic on October 6, 
7 and 8th. Winter conditions carne early when the 
weatherman carne up with a three day storm which 
deposited a minimum of 15 inches of snow in this 
area. Blizzard conditions prevailed Wednesday night 
causing much hardship for those on the road. Many 
cars were stranded on the highways in the ditches (18 
between Melita and Pipestone). A number of years 
have passed since a storm of this dimension has 
visited the area in the month of October. 

1962 - On February 15th, the heaviest snowfall 
of the season was received. The storm lasted 
Wednesday and Thursday. Travellers corning into 
Melita on Wednesday, had to remain. The 
Greyhound bus to Brandon left Melita, but was back 
in town by 8 a.m. and cancelled the trip. The mail 
trucks did not arrive and school buses were can
celled. Ten to twelve inches of heavy wet snow was 
received though the temperature was mild. 

1972 - On June 8th, nature unleashed elements 
over the district. Rain and hail, accompanied by 
lightning, lashed out over part of the district, causing 
damage to rye crops, flattening garden plants and 
giving farmers concern over the moisture situation. 

A feeder steer on the farm of Gus Huys was killed 
by lightning. A hay stack on the farm of Andre Priem 
was hit and the fire brigade had to be called due to 
danger to nearby bUildings. 

8ev Robinson supplied weather reports to The New Era from 
1956-1975. 

III 

Blizzard 1975 
The worst blizzard since March 1966 swept over 

the south west area Friday, January 10,1975 grinding 
activity to a halt. The condition lasted during the 
week-end. The storm included the Dakotas, parts of 
Wyoming and all of Manitoba. Temperatures 
dropped to minus twenty-five degrees Fahrenheit 
with winds gusting to 64 miles per hour. Most stores 
were closed, and our Hydro men had a busy time. 
Medora was without hydro for four hours. Train 
service was interrupted, and over one hundred air 
passengers spent the night in the Winnipeg airport. 

Flood 1974 
On April 25, 1974 the river level at the Souris 

River bridge on P.T.H. No.3 was 1409.4 feet above 
sea level. On May 30, 1974 the flood water still 
relentlessly lapped away at buildings. This covering 
of valuable acreages was not regarded with favor. 

Water stayed high for two months, 1974. 

Flood 1975 
In 1975 the flooding river was 1.7 feet lower than 

at the same time the year before. On May 4, 1975 
many residents of the town along with youths and Air 
Cadets turned out to assist in the back breaking job of 
sand bagging the dike which was starting to show 
signs of wear. Most of the heavy equipment from the 



Debris at River Park bridge. 

machinery section had been removed north of town, 
as a necessary precaution. 

Flood, 1969 

No.3 Highway looking east, 1969. 

River Park in background, 1969. 

Flood, 1976 

Melita looking northwest, 1976. 

New Holland Building, 1976. 

Melita, 1976. 
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No. 83 Highway temporary dyke, 1976. 

No.3 Highway east. 1976. 

Souris Valley Processing Plant, 1976. 
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Machinery road south of No.3 Highway, 1976. 

Permanent dyke built from No.3 Highway along west bank of 
river to C.P.R. 

Clifford Snyder Sr. residence, 1976. Only year flooded 
1931·1983. 

Ice Storm, 1983 

Trees and Shrubbery laden with ice. 



R.<2.M.p. office and residence - shows ice storm damage 

1983. 

Close-up sample of ice. 

Damage by ice storm in March, 1983. 

Ice covered tree - arena in background March 1983. 

Ice laden trees in March, 1983. 
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Items of Interest 
Interesting Events Taken from the 
Enterprise and Western Progress 
1891 

Bell and Cosgrove Hall was filled to overflowing 
Thanksgiving evening. A well executed program was 
enjoyed. Collections amounted to $41. 

A concert will be given in aid of the Brandon 
hospital the first week in January. 

Mr. Graham is in receipt of a carload of groceries 
- the first ever received in Melita. 

The sale of unclaimed horses by the customs 
authorities at Sourisford today, December 17th, was a 
success. 

Messrs. Brown and Fleming, of Brandon, have 
bought out the water business in town and will put 
two rigs on and deliver water both Saturday and 
Monday. 
1892 

The only defect in wheat this season in this dis
trict has been smut. Market prices are: No.1 Hard 
Wheat-60¢; Oats 16¢; Hay $7 per ton; Butter 

18¢ to 20¢; Eggs - 25¢; Turkeys - 12Y2¢; 
Dressed beef 5¢ to 6¢; Dressed Pork 6¢ to 7¢. 

The Porteous Bros. have succeeded in striking 
water at a 35 foot depth. This will be a great con
venience in the neighborhood. 

Most of the houses brought into Melita this year 
have found ready sale. 

The Enterprise is to be delivered from now on if 
you live in the town. 

Dominion Day was celebrated with a parade, 
Waskada Brass Band and sports competitions 
Lacrosse, baseball and football, and pony races. The 
day finished with a concert at Bell and Cosgrove 
Hall. 

On the 23rd of this month the Province will cast 
its vote for or against Prohibition. 

Mr. John McKague is building one of the largest 
and best sod stables in this part of the country. 

For Sale: 3 yoke of working oxen. 
A circus is billed for Melita for October 5th, 

1892. 
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"The Wonders of the Heavens" The Rev. May 
M. A. will lecture on this subject at Bell and Cos
grove Hall. Admission 25¢. 

Mr. Brundrit informs us he intends to hold a 
series of concerts. He explains that the object is to 
collect a fund towards importing professionals from 
Winnipeg to give a concert in the spring. 
1893 

The Grand Fancy Dress Carnival was held Janu
ary 3rd. Those in costume were admitted free. It was 
the second carnival of the season and was a grand 
success. 

A lecture on Astonomy by "Neptune" was given 
at Bell and Cosgrove Hall. 

A fine spring has been struck on 1. B. Cosgrove's 
place at a depth of 45 feet. There is five feet of sand 
and gravel at the bottom and it is said that enough 
water will flow into this to supply the whole town. 
Mr. 1. P. Hepburn put the well down and says it is one 
of the finest springs he ever saw. 

Shearer and Gaudin are selling dry poplar wood 
at $5 a cord. 

Redpath and Lawley are taking out a large quan
tity of ice for summer use. This will be a bonanza 
during hot days. 

The merchants of Melita have agreed to close 
their places of business at 7 p.m. until further notice. 

The Petitions which have been in circulation for 
the past few weeks asking for women's rights have 
been called in and mailed to the government. 

The first annual bachelors' ball was held in Bell 
and Cosgrove Hall on Tuesday, February 14, 1893 
and was a decided success. 

The franchise for the Legislature of this Province 
to be extended to women was turned down. 

About 25 immigrants arrived in town on Tues
day's special train. A number of cars of effects also 
arrived. 

From October 21 to February 12 this winter-113 
days rain fell on 31 days and snow on 64 days. 
Since the 1st of December snow has been 8 feet 2 
inches deep on the level. 



Our attention has been drawn to the fact that one 
or two of our merchants have been violating the early 
closing rules. It is more than important the busi
nesses must keep together on this score. 

Alex Trerice and L. Paul are names among the list 
of those who contributed grain and vegetables for the 
World's Fair. 

Mr. L. Thompson captured a very fine specimen 
of the pelican one day last week. The bird has been 
handed to the taxidermist. 

The Fisk Jubilee Singers will appear at Bell Hall. 
These singers have a world-wide reputation and are 
touring the province. 

A number of residences have been painted. 
Dominion Day was celebrated on July 12th, 

1893. 
The electric light promoters are again making 

themselves heard. If sufficient lights are taken, poles 
will be placed at once. It will be run in connection 
with the grist mill. 

Market prices: Oats - 30¢; Barley - 30¢; Po
tatoes -70¢, per bushel; Hay - $3 per ton; Butter 

15¢ per pound; Eggs 12V2¢ per dozen. 
1894-1898 papers are missing 
1899 

Miss Pauline Johnson is to entertain the Pres-
byterian Ladies. 

Market prices: Wheat - 55¢; Oats 30¢; Hay 
$6 to $8 per ton; Butter - 16¢; Eggs 25¢. 
Nelson Stock Company will appear at Stokes' 

Hall in "The Arabian Nights or a Prince of Liars" . 
Admission 35¢; Reserved seats - 50¢; Children 

25¢. 
Professor Pull, hypnotist and mind reader, enter

tained a full house. Some remarkable feats were 
performed. 

Regarding train service ... "We wish to urge 
the people of Melita and vicinity to secure better train 
service and mail service" ... "a vigorous kick 
should be made to secure a more satisfactory state of 
affairs. " 

John Cobb will take possession of The Leland 
Hotel in Napinka after April 1. 

A lynx hunt occurred recently in Sourisford. This 
is the second lynx that has been shot this winter here. 

A meeting was held in the Metropolitan Hotel to 
consider the proposal to set out trees in the park and 
cemetery. A committee of A. B. Estlin and T. A. 
Blackwell was set up to canvass town for assistance 
in this project. On Arbor Day, 100 young maples 
were set out in the park. 

"To the Editor: Dear Sir: In your issue of June 7th 
I notice a letter signed "e. D. " and as he claims there 
are cattle running at large in this village and he 
expects me to capture them, and I presume, take 
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them to pound, I will have to ask C.D. to tell me 
where I can find the said cattle as I have been both 
looking and inquiring and find that every cow in the 
village is either in herd or in pasture. I notice the herd 
boy starts out at punctually 7 o'clock in the morning 
and as far as I can see everyone ties them up as soon 
as they corne home." T. A. Myles, Enforcer of By
laws. 

Andrew McPhee's popular company will show 
here August 7th. They will give "East Lynne". The 
McPhee Co. has visited Melita several times before 
and always given general satisfaction. 

The Arian Swiss Bell Ringers will be at Stokes' 
Hall November 2, 1899. Entertainment consists of 
bell ringers, guitar, banjo, etc., dancing, singing, 
views of Irish scenery, Oriental Pastimes and charac
ter impersonations. The Company is under the man
agement of Mr. Alf Dean. 

The Wylie Comedy Co. will appear in Stokes' 
Hall Friday and Saturday nights. Mr. Wylie has been 
here before and will no doubt be greeted by a full 
house. 

Wanted: At once a capable housekeeper to take 
charge of an establishment with several boarders. 
Salary $15 per month. G. L. Dodds. 
1900 

Trees planted last year in the park are without 
exception doing well. A few trees will be required for 
the school grounds. 

The first shipment of Russian poplars arrived last 
night and the remainder have been shipped. They are 
to be picked up at Mr. 1. L. Campbell's office. They 
were ordered by Mr. A. B. Estlin. 

Mr. Alfred Gould, first President of the Pioneers' 
Association, offered the Association a gift of $15 to 
be given as a prize for the best history of the early 
settlement of the Souris River District. This amount 
was supplimented by $15 from the Association. 

The first Chesterfield picnic was held in June and 
was a success. 

Thefts in vegetable gardens are cornmon here. 
Thanksgiving Day will be on October 18th. The 

Government, in response to numerous requests, ap
pointed a day in October instead of November. 

A farmer at Carman advocates putting bricks in 
wheat to dry it - 500 bricks in 2000 bushels of 
wheat. One brick will absorb two to three Ibs. of 
water (if it is dry). Practical, the bricks are as valuable 
after they have accomplished the drying. 

Grand Concert - Miss Edith 1. Miller (Canada's 
greatest singer) was assisted by Miss Jean Forsythe as 
pianist and Master Fred Alderson of Winnipeg, cele
brated boy violinist. Admission 25¢ and 50¢. 

Miss Minnie M. Cummings of Minneapolis, the 
World Champion fancy and trick skater, has been 



engaged by Mr. Tripp to give an exhibition in the 
Melita Skating Rink on December 24th. This is her 
first trip to Canada. 

Private Livingston was welcomed home. He was 
presented with a gold chain and locket. He is the son 
of Dr. and Mrs. Livingston and has returned from a 
campaign in the Transvaal, South Africa. 
1901 
January 22 

Queen Victoria is dead. Edward VII reigns. 
A new stamp has been issued with the reign of 

Edward VII. When Queen Victoria came to the 
throne there was no such thing as a postage stamp 
used. Only three or four years later it was brought 
into use. 

Mr. M. W. Moorby has invented and received his 
patent No. 69883 for an approved seed cover attach
ment for seeding machines. The patent covers both 
Canada and the United States. 

Wild geese visited us two weeks ago and they are 
observed returning south again, probably to bring 
their skates. 

The Sacred Concert given in the Methodist 
Church Friday evening was one of the best ever given 
in Melita. In addition to the cantata entitled "The 
Galilean" an opening and closing anthem of rare 
power and beauty were sung. 

James Gurnon used steam power for plowing. 
The Stuttz New York Theatre Co. played a two 

night engagement in Melita this week. Crowded 
houses greeted the performers both nights. Without 
exception they are the best theatrical combination 
that ever visited Melita. 

Market prices: Butter - 12Y2¢; Eggs - 1O¢. 
Bicycle races have been organized by the follow

ing committee: W. 1. Graham, A. B. Estlin, T. C. 
Bullock and John Grills. A Cup will be presented by 
The Canada Cycle and Motor Co. Copies of the rules 
governing these races may be had from any of the 
agents in the Company's wheels: T. A. Blackwell, W. 
G. Blackwell and Massey-Harris Co. 

The "hop" in the hall on Friday evening was 
thoroughly enjoyed by everyone. The music which 
was supplied by a group from Brandon was admired 
by everyone. 

"Farmers, do not neglect making proper fire 
breaks, good wide ones that will give protection from 
that great enemy of the Manitoba settler- the prairie 
fire." 

The Scottish Concert Kinematograph Co. of Ab
erdeen, Scotland is to appear in Melita November 19, 
1901. 

The Annual Bachelors' Ball was held December 
18th in Sturgeon's Hall. 
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1902 
Mrs. Edgar, sister to Mrs. 1. C. Ross of Melita, 

was a rescued passenger on the Walla Walla. 
A Farmers' Elevator is to be built at Elva with a 

40,000 bushel capacity. 
The first regular boat arrived at the wharf here on 

April 2nd. Council is putting a boat on the river to 
make regular crossings to reach town. 

W. G. Kenner installed his wood yard and sawing 
machine. 

C. P. Estlin gave an exhibition of a gasoline 
engine. 

Decoration Day Service has been inaugurated by 
the Odd Fellows. Wreaths were laid on graves of 
departed friends. 

Tickets are on sale for the Winnipeg Exhibition 
via C.P.R. good for a round trip $5.20. 

There will be an eclipse of the moon tonight 
starting at 21:17 and ending at 2:50. 

A man with a hammer and a few nails could 
improve the sidewalks on Main Street in about an 
hour. 

Misses Kerr and McCoy "The Canadian Enter
tainers" will appear at the Odd Fellows' Hall under 
the local auspices of the Odd Fellows. 

Miss E. Pauline Johnson and Mr. 1. Walter 
McRaye drew a large house, the former in her Indian 
recitation and the latter in his habitant dialect are 
inimitable. Miss E. Pauline Johnson is a well known 
Indian poetess. Miss Johnson already appeared twice 
and had large audiences, under the auspices of the 
Epworth League. Walter McRaye, whom she met as 
an Ontario entertainer at the old Winnipeg Theatre in 
the 1900's, accompanies her. 

Market prices: Eggs 20¢; Butter-20¢; No.1 
Hard Wheat - 55¢. 

The Girard Theatre Co. played in Melita for three 
nights. If they should return they can depend on a full 
house. 

The Nelson Co. will play at Sturgeon's Hall De
cember 4th, 5th and 6th. 

Those interested in moving pictures will have an 
opportunity to attend "Animated or Motion Picture 
Exhibition" in Sturgeon's Hall December 29th. 
1903 

Market Prices: Eggs 25¢; Butter-18¢ to 20¢; 
No.1 Hard Wheat - 59¢. 

La-Delle Scott Concert held in March was fairly 
well attended. 

1. B. Elliott's home at Sourisford was destroyed 
by fire and all contents lost. 

The foundation for the third elevator at the new 
town of Cameron on the Lyleton extension has been 
laid. 

Market prices: Eggs -1O¢; Butter -15¢. 



Mathew Coates' barn burned. 
Trustees of the new Methodist Parsonage are hav

ing a bee for hauling stone and excavating. The new 
parsonage will be near the church. 

Mahara's Minstrels, the first attraction of the 
season, will appear at Sturgeon's Hall in August. 
Mahara's challenge band and orchestra will give a 
gorgeous street parade immediately on their arrival 
in Melita. 

The typhoid season is here. All wells, water 
tanks, reservoirs, etc., should be attended to and 
thoroughly cleaned out. An ounce of prevention, etc. 

Most of the cellars in town have been converted 
into cisterns. 

Jolly Entertainers Vaudeville appeared in 
Sturgeon's Hall. 

Flossie Munro was the winner in the Silver Medal 
Contest. 

The Epworth League is engaging the Schubert 
Symphony Club and Lady Quartette of Chicago to 
appear November 6th, 1903. 

C. D. Goreham, a pioneer before railway here, 
left Melita for Kansas in 1892 and came for a visit 
this year. 

The James Fox Company gave a concert at 
Sturgeon's Hall, sponsored by the Fire Brigade. Re
ceipts were $160.50, netting $87.05. 

The Frith-Eaton Concert Co. is to appear Decem
ber 7th also sponsored by the Fire Brigade. 
1904 

Progress commences its sixth year of publica
tion, purchased new type and a three h.p. engine, 
making it one of the best equipped country offices. 

The Arthur Municipal Council appointed W. F. 
Thomas Secretary-Treasurer with an annual salary of 
$750. 

1. Jobbins announces he is moving the restaurant 
to the building formerly occupied as a residence. 
There will be a room reserved for ladies. 

The Department of Immigration is bringing out 
experienced farm help for wages of $225 per year 
plus room and board. 

A number of Melita residents are now employed 
by the C.P.R. 

Market prices: Butter 18¢-20¢; Eggs - 30¢; 
Packed eggs - 20¢; Wheat -77¢. 

A checkers' tournament was held for southwest 
Manitoba in the Manitoba Hotel. It was a good com
petition. 

The Euterpean Concert Co. was at Sturgeon's 
Hall with Miss Evelyn Mackie, Entertainer; and 
Miss Bessie Hooper, Mandolin and Guitar Soloist. 

March 14 is Leap Year Skating Night. The band 
will be present to play. 
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The Tenth Annual Bachelors' Ball was most suc
cessfull. 

Considerable land will not be seeded this year 
because of high water. 

Mr. Don Maxwell is busy constructing a new 
ferry boat for service between the east and west sides 
of the river. The" John Williams" will soon be mak
ing regular trips to and from the Peninsula. 

Rev. Mr. Lewis preached an able sermon on 
Union of Churches being appropriate on account 
of the proposed union of Presbyterian, Methodist and 
Congregational denominations. 

The Natural History Society of Manitoba desires 
to take steps for adoption of some native flower as the 
floral emblem of Manitoba. A form is to be filled out 
and returned. 

Melita will attend the Elva Sports Celebrations en 
masse on Saturday. The band, the ball team, the 
lacrosse boys, and friends will be there. 

There will be a recital at Sturgeon's Hall when 
Miss Rose Adella Davidson, a talented elocutionist 
from Colorado, will present "Black Rock" in three 
acts. The program will be interspersed with local 
talent. 

A Melita man has invented a new machine - a 
ribbon and fabric winding and measuring machine. It 
is owned by Mr. B. D. Wight. A Winnipeg stock 
company is being formed that will involve the said 
machine. 

A grant of $100 was given to the Brandon General 
Hospital by the Arthur Council. 

The Andrew McPhee Co. played to a crowded 
house here. Mr. McPhee carries a first class orchestra 
and a company of star performers. 

The Harold Nelson Co. played to a full house. 
Mr. Nelson is a good actor and keeps about him well 
trained assistants. 

Commencing this evening (December 15) the 
stores will keep open until 9 p.m. to the end of the 
year. 

Miss Annie Snyder, humorist and impersonator, 
is billed to appear in Sturgeon's Hall December 15, 
1904. 
1905 

Market prices: Butter -16¢-17¢; Eggs - 25¢; 
Wheat 88¢-64¢ (No. 1-2-3-4). 

Mr. Wm. Yule and Miss Marie Davidson, two 
clever players, appeared here. He was at one time one 
of the most popular members with the Harold Nelson 
Co. and is a comedian and entertainer. 

The McPhee Company is to play "The Fatal 
Wedding": in Sturgeon's Hall on January 31st. 

There was a Box Social in the l.o.0.F. Hall and 
$60 proceeds went to the Parish Hall Fund. 



The Scottish Kinematograph Co. is to appear at 
Sturgeon's Hall under the auspices of the S.O.S. 

The Fancy Dress Carnival held at Elva recently 
was very successful. 

The Annual Checker Tournament for the current 
year was held at Russell House in Napinka. All 
players living west of range 17 and south of the main 
line of the C.P.R. are eligible. 

At a recent meeting in Winnipeg of Retail Lum
bermans' Association, Mr. J. L. Campbell was re
elected President. 

It has definitely been decided by the Legislature 
in Winnipeg to divide the Municipality of Arthur into 
three small municipalities. The division will be made 
and formed of Townships 5 and 6 in Ranges 26,27, 
28, and 29 becoming Albert; Townships 1, 2, 3, and 
4 in Ranges 26 and 27 will be Arthur and the third 
one will consist of Townships 1, 2, 3, and 4 in Ranges 
28 and 29 and will be called Edward. The Act will be 
passed at present session but it will not come into 
effect until the end of the year. 

A new cement sidewalk on Souris and Ash 
Streets is completed. 

There will be a total eclipse of the sun as it rises 
over the horizon, 5:38 a.m. 

After the storm various insurance companies will 
payout $40,000 to $50,000 for losses in Arthur 
Municipality. 

This has been an exceptionally good crop year. 
A band of gypsies, camped on the flats near the 

C.P.R. station last week and proceeded to tell the 
fortunes of all and sundry of those who had the cash 
to spare. The band has gone further west to other 
green fields. 

The ball given in Sturgeon's Hall on October 6th 
by "The Merry Maidens" of Melita was one of the 
most enjoyable events of this description ever given 
in Melita. The hall was tastefully decorated and the 
Melita Orchestra furnished the music. Dainty re
freshments were provided. 

Harold Jarvis concert, an American great tenor, 
was held. Admission $1; 75¢ and 50¢. 

Billy Bennett's Big Show Company will appear. 
They present drama, Comedy, Vaudeville, a Band 
and Orchestra. There are 25 people in the show. 

Pauline Johnston and Walter McRaye will appear 
here in Miss Johnston's last trip to Melita. 

The popular Irish Comedian, Tom Marks will 
appear at Sturgeon's Hall. Most of his plays are 
written by himself. 
1906 

Market prices: Eggs - 30¢; Butter-17¢ to 18¢; 
Wheat No.1 Northern 62¢. 

James Fox and Company of artists played to a full 
house good clean entertainment. 
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A lynx reported prowling around the vicinity of 
Melita was the cause of organizing a grand hunt, and 
the carcass was brought in for a trophy by Mr. D. 
Lamont. 

Distinguished and far-seeing leaders of churches 
have seen the desirability of a movement looking 
towards union of the three great bodies of Christi a
nism the Presbyterians, Methodists and Con
gregationalists. The vision is converted into reality. 
The name chosen is The United Church of Canada. 

The Firth Eaton Co. appears here March 14 under 
the auspices of the I.0.0.F. 

The box social held at Sturgeon's Hall on Tuesday 
was successful. 

The Columbian Entertainers from Chicago, will 
entertain at Sturgeon's Hall March 30. 

Mr. H. H. Richards (Northern Bank) has re
ceived his automobile from Winnipeg and is busy 
learning the geography of the district. 

The Bachelors' Ball, held Tuesday night was the 
largest ever. 

A by-law was passed restricting the speed of 
automobiles on streets of Melita to four miles an hour 
turning comers. 

Mr. Lamont's boat was launched Friday and made 
her maiden trip on the river. She will carry a dozen or 
fifteen passengers and make good time. 

The Canadian Jubilee Singers appeared in 
Sturgeon's Hall Monday under the auspices of the 
I.o.O.F. There was a full house of enthusiastic au
dience. 

A baseball tournament will be held with $600 in 
prizes. 

The recent census shows the popUlation of Melita 
to be 784. 

McPhee's Big New Summer Shows Band and 
Orchestra (42 people in all) doing vaudeville and 
drama will appear here. 

The Marie Fountain Co. of 22 people will present 
a street parade at noon and a band concert in the 
evening. 

Polmatier sisters filled the hall with an apprecia
tive audience. 

In Sturgeon's Hall October 13, the funniest Irish
man on the stage "Jerry from Kerry" was presented. 

Florence Magles' Ladies' Concert Band will ap
pear in Sturgeon's Hall November 20th. Admission 
50¢. 
1907 

Patent No. 101499 was granted to W. W. Edman
son of Melita for improvements in milk pail holders. 

A coal famine is now in earnest. Stock yards are 
empty and many people are out of coal. President 
Menary of the Board of Trade has contacted Mr. 



Roblin's office to bring up the question to the C.P.R. 
and have them bring in a carload of coal. 

A successful "porridge" social was held at 
Sturgeon's Hall. 

Market prices: Eggs - 30¢; Butter - 20¢; 
Wheat No.1 Northern - 58¢. 

A snow storm prevented trains from moving for 
days. No mail was received from January 31st to 
February 6th. 

The Melita-Arthur Telephone Co. had shares to 
sell. 

Mr. A. M. Lyle is the Conservative candidate for 
the coming election. Mr. John Williams is the Liberal 
candidate. The Progress feels the present Roblin 
Government untrustworthy? 

The Roblin Government won. Williams (Liberal) 
elected for Arthur by a small majority of three. 

The band plays Wednesday and Saturday nights 
at the rink for skating. 

The Presbyterian Church plans a new church 
building. 

A meeting of the Turf Club was held. It will try to 
get a place on the racing circuit. 

A four act, comedy-drama was held in Sturgeon's 
Hall presented by, Mr. Andrew Downie McPhee. 

Andrew McPhee's Big Pavilion Canvas Show 
"Uncle Tom's Cabin" (50 people) will exhibit July 
1st Sports Day (two bands, blood hounds, ponies and 
donkeys). 

Some of our farmers are going into bee keeping. 
The town's appearance is taking on a new look 

with shrubbery, flowers and grass. The little park 
adjoining the school grounds is also a beauty spot. 

Men's suits are selling for $5 per suit. 
The Provincial Public School Honour List con

tains two Melita students, Mabel Wheeler and Violet 
Armstrong. 

Firstly it is Thanksgiving Day, secondly it's Hal
loween and thirdly it's Harvest Home ball of the 
Scottish Club of Melita. 

There will be a concert tonight (November 7) by 
Joshua Simpkins' Band (at opera house?) 

The William Dixie Jubilee Singers, gave an ex
cellent entertainment Saturday under the auspices of 
Sons of England. 

A lynx was shot at Coulter by the 14 year old son 
of John McKague. 

Jack Dobbyn shot a lynx near Coulter. 
1908 

The Grand Dramatic and Musical Entertainment 
by distinguished European artists is to be held in the 
Opera House, presenting Gilbert Shorter, actor and 
impressionist reader; Madame Lillian Adams, com
poser and pianist; Little Beryl, child artist; May 
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Mawhenney, soprano; and Mr. Leslie Stanford, hu
morist. 

Market prices: Butter -17¢ to 20¢; Eggs - 25¢; 
No. I Northern Wheat - 92¢. 

The Leap Year Ball given by the ladies proved 
very successful and was called the "Bachelor Maids' 
Ball" . 

The Bobby Bums' celebration with concert was 
sponsored by Sons of Scotland and was very success
ful. 

There was a return engagement of Gilbert Short
er's Dramatic and Musical Company under the aus
pices of the Melita Brass Band. 

The Great McEwen Co. performed to a fair sized 
audience. In hypnotism he is a master. 

In Boissevain a young man was fined a total of 
$17 for use of profane and abusive language. 

McPhee's Big Company played a return date 
presenting a new program. 

The School Trustees have decided to have the 
town bell rung five minutes before school in the 
morning and at noon in order to prevent scholars 
from being late. 

The crocus in bloom has been selected as the 
Manitoba flower. 

The village constable has his new uniform. 
H. Kenner was appointed constable in place of R. 

Kellough by the Municipal Council. 
They are establishing a brick yard on the river 

bank south of Melita. 
The annual convention of the Epworth League of 

Deloraine District was held in Melita. 
C. P. Estlin was appointed Provincial Municipal 

Inspector. He is the former mayor of Melita. 
Leigh W. Hunt was given permission to put poles 

on the streets and highway to supply telephones to 
Lyleton and district. 

"The Old Maids' Convention" will be given at 
Sturgeon's Hall. The Melita Orchestra will open the 
performance with a musical selection. 

The popUlation of Melita is now 628. 
A Grand Concert was held at Sturgeon's Hall 

under the management of W. S. Paterson. It was a 
first class comic program. 

A total eclipse of the sun will take place August 
29. It will be visible from Manitoba to Labrador. 

William Original Dixie Jubilee Singers will ap
pear in Melita April 1st. Prices are 75¢ and 50¢. The 
singers are direct from the sunny south. 

Arbor Day will be observed in Melita as a day of 
sport. There will be lacrosse, baseball, cricket and a 
Rifle Club shoot. 

Heavy, wet snow three to four inches deep has 
fallen. 

The Whites, Metropolitan magicians and ven-



triloquists will appedf In Melita June 3rd to 5th. 
Admission 15¢, 25¢ and 30¢-

Miss Charlotte McLennon, Glengarry's famous 
Scottish vocalist, accompanied by Evelyn Mackie, 
well known elecutionist and character artist will ap
pear at Sturgeon's Hall under the auspices of Sons of 
Scotland. 

W. F. Thomas, Secretary-Treasurer for the Mu
nicipality at a salary of $600. He is to furnish his own 
office, lights and fuel. 

The "Bonnie Brier Bush" entertainment last 
Tuesday was without a doubt the best show that has 
visited Melita for some time. 

A school concert will be held in Sturgeon's Hall 
April 17, to raise funds for the purchase of a school 
library. 

Mayor Graham is getting park grounds at the 
station in shape. 

There was a Melita Race Meeting and posters 
issued, saying Melita joined the Souris Valley Racing 
Circuit this year. 

Clyde Laughlin launched his new gasoline boat 
and it was a success. 

Gasoline light plants by New Pittner, were in
stalled by Cheyne & Son, G. B. Barker, L. S. Arnold 
and maybe others. 

1. G. Stuttz Co. will appear in Rip Van Winkle 
with 14 people at Sturgeon's Hall August 14, and will 
also perfonn "Was She To Blame?". 

The Great Claman Company will appear at 
Sturgeon's Hall tonight in drama and Vaudeville con
sisting of 16 high class artists. 

Mr. Jas 1. Lent and a superb company of artists 
present a comedy drama "Mandy Green" in 
Sturgeon's Hall November 5. 

Sturgeon's Hall one night November 14 1. 
H. Moore under the management of C. P. Walker 
presents comedy drama "Si Plumhard". There will 
be special scenery and artistic costumes. 

"Sherlock Holmes" is to be presented by 1. H. 
Proctor Co. in Sturgeon's Hall November 23. 

The Scottish Club will have a Harvest Home Ball 
at Sturgeon's Hall November 27th. 

"What Happened to Jones?", a screaming farce 
comedy with local talent will be presented December 
17 at Sturgeon's Hall. 

Sturgeon's Hall will be filled to hear the great 
religious drama "The Holy City". 

The Melita Dramatic Club goes to Napinka and 
will give that stirring play "What Happened to 
Jones?" 

The Melita Dramatic Club under the direction of 
Miss Steele played to a full house at Sturgeon's Hall 
and received hearty applause. The Melita Orchestra 
furnished the music. 
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1909 
Market prices: Butter - 20¢ to 22¢; Eggs -

30¢;WheatNo.1-86¢;No.2 83¢;andNo.3-
80¢. 

The Swiss Bell Ringers entertained a large and 
enthusiastic audience at Sturgeon's Hall. 

It was 65° below zero at Coulter this morning 
(February 11). 

The married ladies of Melita are issuing invita
tions for a Ball at Sturgeon's Hall March 11. 

A "No Smoking" sign has been posted in the 
lobby of the Post Office at the insistence of the P. O. 
Inspector. 

Melitaites have been investing in autos. James 
Duncan and Fred Kontzie have placed orders. 

"Monte Cristo" was presented by Fredrick 
Clarke & Co. at Sturgeon's Hall. It was a beautiful 
drama with gorgeous staging. 
May 

A good many people of Coulter felt the shock of 
the earthquake. 

Three new autos were unloaded in town this 
week. One, a new McLoughlin for Mr. Kontzie, one 
for Mr. Knight and another being held for sale by Mr. 
Pettipher. 

Mr. A. E. Holden is now rushing around town on 
an up-to-date motorcycle. Andrew McPhee's Annual 
Tent Show will be held July 29. 

Five thousand farm laborers will arrive in Win
nipeg next week, and will be at once sent out to 
farmers in all parts of the west to assist in the western 
harvest. 

A dance was held in the pavilion of River Park 
Tuesday evening with the Melita Orchestra furnish
ing music and it was well attended. 

Melita has a population of 803, with an assess
ment of $447,380 and a debenture debt of only 
$1,400. 

A device has been invented by which the speed of 
automobiles may be controlled automatically. 

Since the erection of the new Farmers' elevator, 
Melita has a storage capacity of nearly 175,000 bush
els. 

Wages are high this year for harvesters at $3. per 
day. 

McPhee's Big Co. will appear at Sturgeon's Hall 
October 20 "Woman Against Woman". 

Newell's moving pictures, comes well recom
mended by near by presses. Admission Adults 25¢ 
and Children 15¢. 

C. P. Walker presents for one night at Sturgeon's 
Hall Shakespeare's "As You Like It" on October 11. 

Vital Statistics report there were 22 births in 
Melita during 1908. 

"The Bonnie Brier Bush" by Ian MacLaren will 



be held November 13 at Sturgeon's HalL This beauti
ful Scotch Play involves 20 people. Reserved seats 
are $1, Children 50¢. 

The hustling and enterprising Benedicts opened 
the season with a Ball a thoroughly pleasant and 
happy time. 

Roy A. Robinson, butcher, shipped to Winnipeg 
350 sheep bought of 1. B. Goss of Broomhill who 
owns a large flock. This was the first shipment of a 
car of sheep from this point. 

A "Corning Events" column now appears in the 
Melita Enterprise. 
1910 

Tobias Eckhardt, father of the original Eckhardt 
Musical Family of Swiss Bell Ringers, Musicians 
and Entertainment, played in the U.S.A. and Canada 
30 years ago. Mr. Eckhardt remained in Canada, 
settled, taught his family the ringing of the bells and 
now stands premier among the Swiss Bell Ringers. 
They will appear in Sturgeon's Hall in Melita Febru
ary 18, under the auspices of the Hockey Club. 

Market prices: Butter - 25¢; Eggs 30¢; 
Wheat No.1 Northern - 92¢. 

A small crowd was at the Military Ball due 
largely to alarming reports regarding the safety of the 
building (Sturgeon's Hall) for dancing? 

Fire destroyed Scott's Elevator at Dalny a few 
days ago with about 12,000 bushels of grain. 

Homesteaders season has started and people are 
leaving daily for the West. 

Planting of trees along River Park Avenue is in 
charge of Mayor Graham and Councillor McKay. 

The Eileen Maguire entertainment Monday was 
above average. Walter McRaye is better than ever. 
Two very laughable farces will put an added variety 
to the program. 

Halley's Comet called and passed through about 
midnight last night (May 18). 

There will be a concert by the Presbyterian Cho
ral Society in Sturgeon's Hall with about 30 to take 
part in the program, incuding the Melita Orchestra. 

The Empress of Ireland is to be taken to Brandon 
when completed, on two flat cars to be put on the 
Assiniboine River in time for the Fair. Captain Large 
will take charge of her. 

Telephone construction in the neighborhood is on 
again under Mr. Gilmour. 

A By-law has been passed protecting and provid
ing for a penalty for the killing of rodents such as 
chipmunks, silver tailed ground squirrels, muskrats, 
and such, at River Park or within town limits. 

Lake Metigoshe, North Dakota, is a summer 
resort in 1910. 

The Western Canada Co. is building a new eleva
tor at Dalny. 
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The Government has taken over the elevators at 
Elva (three of them - one was not in operation last 
year). Mr. George Skeleton was appointed manager. 

Anniversary services of Coulter Presbyterian 
Church will be held November 13, following dinner 
and entertainment where Mrs. Mclung, Manitou, 
author of" Sowing Seeds in Danny" , takes part in the 
programme. 

The Hart Parr Tractor is leading in this country 
and the States. The engine uses kerosene for fuel and 
is oil cooled using no water. 
1911 

Market prices: Eggs - 30¢; Butter - 25¢; 
Wheat No.1 91¢. 

The James Fox Concert Co. played to a fair 
house. As usual the artists were highly appreciated. 

Seeding operation is in full swing. 
Dr. Schaffer, M.P., W.J.C. Reid, M.P.P., and 

Aim Lyle, M.P.P. were visitors in Melita last week. 
There was exhibited in Melita last evening a 

Rumley Oil Pull engine which has been sold to James 
Robson of Dalny. It is a 30 H.P. traction and 60 H.P. 
on the on the break test, and is capable of hauling ten 
plows. The Oil Pull bums coil oil and works on much 
the same principle as the gasoline engine. 

First class dairy paper is always in stock at the 
Enterprise office. 

Saturday June 3rd, will be Ninette Sanatorium 
Tag Day (Sanatorium built in 1909). $102.35 was 
realized. 

The 92nd anniversary of the I.O.o.E was held in 
the lodge room April 30. 

E. Briggs and Bower and Davies have taken 
delivery from D. Lamont of two passenger Hup
mobiles. Mr. Lamont has also in his garage a Reo 
touring car. 

Dr. McQueen of Winnipeg, formerly of this dis
trict, died at his home after a brief illness. 

Two cents for gopher tails and five cents for ears 
of Jack rabbits are to be paid by Albert Municipality. 

Mr. James Duncan has good reason to feel proud 
of the fine apple and plum trees in his garden. He has 
proved that such fruit can be grown here. The trees 
are now out in bloom. 

A sect known as the Gypsies are now scouring the 
country. They have the knack of making more intel
ligent people than themselves believe that they can 
delve into the future. 

A picnic and Sports Day will be held at River 
Park on Coronation Day, June 22nd under the aus
pices of S.o.E. The Citizens Band will play. Hot and 
cold water will be available. 

An Indian and squaw a few days ago appeared on 
the streets of our town, the Indian having his eyes 
bandaged and his squaw leading him, representing 



him as blind. The hearts of not a few were touched 
and the offerings were both numerous and generous. 
It was afterwards learned the noble redman, when the 
handkerchief was removed, received his sight. 

There was a piano recital of Mrs. James Downie's 
students at Sturgeon's Hall. There were instrumental 
selections by Gordon Jobins, Ellis Floyd, Jean 
Floyd, Miss Reid, Ellis Floyd and Miss Turnball. 
Vocal selections were given by Miss Brown, Mrs. 
Downie. 

The 25th Annual Exhibition of Arthur Agricul
tural Society has passed into history as the greatest 
ever. 

The land has not been so well soaked in the fall 
for many years. 

The population of Melita as seen in Ottawa is 
690. 

Sturgeon's Hall was filled for the cantata" Ye Are 
The Light of the World" presented by the young girls 
of the Presbyterian Church. The first part of the 
program included vocal and instrumental selections. 
Miss McDonald gave a solo, Miss Lamont a reading, 
Mr. R. Simpson a solo, Mr. A. Duncan a coronet 
solo, Master Douglas Jack a violin selection. Miss 
Lamont provided piano accompaniment and the 
Melita Orchestra was also present. 

Big game hunters left for the Riding Mountains, 
D. Lamont, Chas. Dobbyn, Bruce Dobbyn, W. 
Brockington and Charles Abbott. 

Presbyterian Sunday School Christmas Tree en
tertainment will be present in Sturgeon's Hall De
cember 22nd. Bring presents anytime after 2 p.m. 
The program will begin at 8 p.m. Admission 25¢. 

The Anglican Sunday School Concert was much 
enjoyed on December 21st. 

The Methodist Sunday School Christmas Tree 
was held in Sturgeon's Hall on the evening of Christ
mas Day. The program was appreciated and Santa 
came at the right moment. 
1912 

The Polmatier Sisters will appear in Melita Satur
day, January 13th. Market Prices: Eggs - 30¢; But
ter - 22¢; Wheat No. 1- 81¢. 
1912 

The Salvation Army is bringing immigrants to 
engage farm and domestic work. Most are from 
Great Britain and have a good reputation. 

Mr. R. N. Wyatt secured the contract for building 
a school at Arcola for the cost of $15,000. 

The Ball given by the Merry Maidens with the 
Melita Orchestra playing was a howling success. 

A moving picture entertainment will be given in 
Sturgeon's Hall February 23. Tickets are 25¢; Re
served 35¢. 

The third annual Tag Day to raise funds to sup-
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port the Ninette Institution for cases of consumption 
has been held. 

There are now 15 autos owned in Melita and six 
owned by farmers close to town. 

Mr. W. H. VanDazer, Racine, Wisconsin, is inter
viewing farmers re a creamery. 

The Dominion Government has decided to issue 
$5 bills. At present they only issue $1, $2 and $4 
denominations and the larger denominations are left 
to the chartered banks. 

Several business men have agreed to close their 
place of business Wednesday afternoon June 19 to 
August 15th. 

A joint picnic and sports day at River Park June 
19, under the auspices of the l.o.O.F. and S.o.E. 
societies. 

The Manitoba Agricultural College's special 
train (donated free by the C.P.R.) arrived at Melita 
and stayed for three hours. The train was visited by a 
large number of people. It was a most interesting and 
instructive exhibition. Those included in the party 
belong to the Manitoba Agricultural College. 

Sangers' Circus appeared in Melita with 50 peo
ple, 200 horses, "Ding" the largest trained elephant 
in the world, 100 leapers, acrobats, aerialists, 20 
funny clowns, and 100 educated animals. There was 
a grand street parade with two big uniformed concert 
bands. This was the poorest attempt at a circus we 
have ever seen. 

The census of 1911 gave Melita a population of 
670 (357 males and 333 females). 

A large tarantula was found in bananas at W. H. 
Grant's store. 

Skating on water is now the latest achievement. 
Whether it will become popular remains to be seen. 

The crop between Melita and the boundary is the 
finest harvested in years. 

The Grain is turning out every where better than 
expected. Present indications point to a 25 bushel 
average in this district. 

Mr. Jenkins will appear in Sturgeon's Hall with a 
moving picture show. 

The popular Irish Comedian Tom Marks and an 
excellent supporting company presents "The Man 
From Canada" in the Opera House December 12th. 
1913 

E. Bartholomew is the caretaker of Melita ceme
tery. 

A grant of $50 was made to the Ninette Sana
torium from Town Council. 

Mr. Robert Lennox is returning to Melita after 15 
years absence, to stay. 

Oliver 1. Eckhardt offers a company of select 
players in George Broadhurst's latest and greatest 
dramatic production "Bought and Paid For" in the 



Opera House Friday May 30th. There is all special 
scenery with delightful music by Eckhardt's Or
chestra. 

The Annual Tag Day for Ninette Sanitorium was 
held. 

There will be a baseball tournament at Broomhill 
Friday. The Melita Orchestra will furnish music at 
the evening dance. The Melita Citizens' Band will 
furnish music during the afternoon and evening. 

The going wage for harvest hands in other parts 
of the province is $2.50 per day. Here, however, $3. 
is being paid in many cases. 

Threshing is well in progress. Yield is down 
somewhat. This is accounted for by the blight which 
struck the wheat in filling stage (running 12-15 bush
els). 

Mrs. Prynne is expected home after an interest
ing trip to London, visiting Paris, New York, Toronto 
and other eastern cities. Ladies may expect fashiona
ble ideas up to the minute and beyond. 

There was a stable fire in the rear of the Metro
politan hotel. The alarm was sounded by Norman 
Brown and horses and near by autos were removed. 
Harness and other property and building were 
burned. This is the third stable fire in a short period 
and the origin in each, is wrapped in mystery. 

Manitoba is having some rain. The thermometer 
is registering 34° above (November). 

There appears an ad by the Rochester Nurses' 
Institute reading "Be a Trained Nurse" Graduates 
command from $15 to $35 weekly. 

On Monday a real live butterfly was captured by 
Mr. Hoover in the telephone office. 

The Manitoba government has arranged that all 
telephone centrals, after the new year, will be sup
plied with wheat market reports and weather prog
nostications, and it will be the privilege of any 
subscriber to call up "central" and find out what the 
weather is and the price of No.1 Northern. 

A picnic was held at River Park on Thursday 
afternoon where men, women and children accom
panied by the Melita Citizens Band spent a portion of 
the afternoon in shirt sleeves playing ball. 

A grant of $25 was sent to the Children's Hospital 
in Winnipeg, Manitoba 
1914 

Market prices: Butter - 25¢; Eggs 30¢. 
Mr. and Mrs. John Cobb celebrate their 50th 

Wedding Anniversary. They will be at home to their 
friends from 2-5 p.m. 

The Souris Operatic Society in "The Mikado" in 
the Opera House May 8th, under the auspices of the 
Melita Collegiate Literary Society. It consists of a 
cast and chorus of 30 people plus an orchestra of 12 
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(musical and comic opera). Reserved seats $1. It was 
a successful program. 

Mr. Yuill is at present in the city and will write his 
final examination in Law. 

A band of gypsies camped on the outskirts of 
town for a couple of days. 

Europe is at war. 
Free War maps are available at the Progress of

fice, so every reader can follow the war situation 
intelligently. 

The Union Bank of Canada has opened a branch 
of the bank at Va1cartier, Quebec for the convenience 
of the overseas contingent. All transfers of money to 
and from the military camp will be effected without 
charge by all branches of the Bank of Canada. 

Not a vacant store in Melita at the present time 
and not a house to rent. 

The Swiss Bell Ringers will appear at the Opera 
House November 5th. 

The Waskada Dramatic Club presented the farce 
"Men, Maids and Matchmakers" at Melita Opera 
House to an appreciative audience. 

- By vote of Minister and Vestry Women in 
the church were given the right to vote on church 
matters at the vestry meetings. Many wives of the 
men of the vestry have also served as vestry members 
since then. 

1915 
A good sized porcupine was found on the farm of 

James McCallum. It is said to be a novelty in this part 
of the country. 

A communion linen box was made by Mr. 
Laby (still in the church). 

Musical Group in 1915. L.-R., Back Row: Leita Wyatt, Russ 
Whitley, Wm. Strachan, Robert Forster, Cecil Vail, May, Ches
ter, Zelia, Ogle, Tom Whitley (note storm door). 

1916 
The Fire Brigade was re-organized, and Town 

Council was asked to buy a small chemical engine 
and be able to use C.P.R. water. 



Cameron and Duncan put on an exhibition of 
tractor plowing with the tractor that took the grand 
prize at the Panama Exhibition in 1915. 

Farmers' wives have been asked to plan farm 
houses which are convenient and practical. The 
Manitoba Department of Agriculture instituted this 
Better Farm Homes competition and offers five 
prizes of $25 each for ideas submitted. 

The Board of Trade interviewed Town Council to 
establish a rest room in town. 

The Royal Grant Walsh Male Singers appeared in 
the Opera House and were greatly appreciated. 

A baby band was formed. The Deanery meet
ing was held in Christ Church, Melita. Twelve small 
chairs were bought for the Sunday School at a cost of 
$9.60. 

L-R., Back Row: Jessie Conner, Millie Duncan, Minnie Walker, Lilly Mee, Emma Holmes, Bertha Duncan, Mabel Duncan. 2nd 
Row: Hal Holmes, Oswald Sellers, Andrew Murray, Teacher Mr. Weaver, Harold Sellers, Fred Conner, Bernard Lee. 3rd Row: Mabel 
Snyder, Ethel Furtney, Laura Henderson, Jack Lee, Edna Henderson, Norma Conner, Nora Conner, Ida Duncan. 

Garfield McHutchan, Myrtle Archibald, Mac McCannell, Lila 
Gibson. 
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Mr. Sam Voas, Lillian, Mrs. Voas, Myrtle. 



Martha Ann Linton (Shearer) and Eliza Helen Linton (Ander
son) 1898. 

Christina Anderson and cousin 1888. 

1917 
Market prices: Wheat No.1 Northern $1.83 % 
Memorial services are held regularly for our boys 

who have paid the supreme sacrifice. 
Reston Dramatic Club presented "Tompkins 

Hired Man" at the Opera House in Melita. It was a 
good performance. 
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Mr. Grabowski is giving a dance in the Palace 
Hotel. 

The Pull Bros. Co. "Wizards of the North" ap
peared at the Opera House October 12th and 13th 
with their display of hypnotic and other interesting 
and bewildering performances. 

At the Opera House "Henpecked Henry" was 
presented with the Sunshine Sextette, a big company 
of comedians, singers and dancers. 

The electric light by-law was carried 73-0. The 
"mill" will supply the light. 

1918 
There will be a public meeting to celebrate the 

completion of the Electric Light System. Mr. Guy, 
Public Utilities Engineer, will be present and address 
the meeting giving a full explanation of the plant. 

The Lake of The Woods, Ogilvies and Grain 
Growers elevators will be closed during seeding to 
enable employees to help on the farms. 

A severe storm hit the area. The atmosphere was 
filled with sand and dust. The large plate window of 
the Post Office was blown out. The old timers declare 
it was the worst sand storm of the kind in memory. 
July 

The 8th to the 13th inclusive is Chautauqua 
Week. Olive McCormick, prima donna soprano, will 
appear as soloist with Witepskies Concert Orchestra. 
October 

There is at this time a flu epidemic starting. The 
Methodist Anniversary Service has been postponed 
indefinitely and the Winnipeg Business College is 
closed. 
November 

Business is practically suspended by the flu. 
The war is over!!!! 
- Electric lights are installed in the Rectory. 

1919 
Sergeant Art Ross and Pte. A. Somways returned 

December 23rd, 1918 with a band welcome. 
The flu epidemic is over and people are about 

. again. Red tickets disappear from windows. 
Pte. Bob Banks of Elva was released from prison 

camp in Germany and is now in Scotland. Pte. Dick 
Skelton is also home. 

Items are now taken out of the combined papers 
- New Era and Napinka Herald. 
March 

The Spanish flu continues to be very bad. 75 
cases have been reported in Elva. 

Many functions have been cancelled due to the 
flu and some schools closed. 

The Chautauqua festival will be here June 4th to 
10th. This is its second summer and it was good. 

The rest rooms are now a reality in Melita. The 



rooms are in the Blackwell Block over the Red Cross 
rooms, a project of the Community Club, and are 
open every day. 

The Health Officer of Melita applied his official 
tester on the cellar of the old Opera House and we 
expect a pump will be in demand to remove the 
stagnant water. 

The grasshoppers are bad and grasshopper traps 
are being used. 

At Arthur's Agricultural Fair was Melita's first 
aerial attraction by FIt. Lieut. Casewell of Brandon. 
He gave two exhibition flights including spiral and 
nose dives and side slipping loop the loop. Twenty
six flights were made taking passengers. 

The New Era completes its fourth volume and 
enlarges from 4 to 6 pages. 
1920 

Fire reduced to ashes the Blackwell Block oc
cupied by Mrs. Prynne, W. 1. Bowers' grocery store, 
the Community Club and Ladies Rest Rooms and 
tenants quarters over these stores. The only thing that 
prevented the fire from sweeping the whole of the 
south west comer of the business section of Melita 
was a stout fire wall and the efforts of the pail and 
shovel brigade. 

The Jim Fox Entertainers appeared in the Melita 
Theatre and provided an evening of laughter and fun. 

Considerable damage is being done by beavers at 
Sourisford. Open season? 

Market prices: Butter- 65¢; Eggs 70¢. 
Notice to customers of waterman prices are: 2 

pails per week 50¢ per month; 4 pails per week 75¢ 
per month; 6 pails per week $1.00 per month; 8 pails 
per week $1.25 per month; and 12 pails per week 
$1.50 per month. The above prices were passed and 
deemed fair by Town Council. Delivery is to be paid 
in cash the first day of each month. 

"Pal O'Mine", a bewitched and sparkling com
edy, will appear at Melita Theatre May 6th with Miss 
Sarah Gibney. 

Grasshoppers are active again. 
Notice by the Provincial Police - Motor cars 

must have both number plates and rear lights. A 
permit must be taken out. 

A by-law to issue debentures to build more side
walks in the amount of $13,000 was passed. 

Mr. Oates supplied music for dancing at River 
Park Pavilion (after Chautauqua). 

Cole Bros. Circus, which has toured the world, 
will appear with shows and trained animal exhibi
tion, acrobats, gymnasts, contortionists, aerialists, 
leapers, tumblers, jugglers, wire walkers and 
clowns. 

A by-law is to be voted on for borrowing $2,700 
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payable for twenty-five years at 6% for carrying out 
of the hospital scheme. 

The famous Canadian Juveniles will appear at 
Melita Theatre in a musical comedy, comic opera and 
character sketches. 

The River Park bridge is being repaired. 
Pioneers' Picnic was held at Sourisford. 
The hospital by-law was defeated passed in 

town but rural was against. 
Williams was returned as Liberal, the Norris gov

ernmentreturned. 
Melita Fair will have a Child Welfare exhibit, 

concerned with proper environment and nutrition. 
The Orangemen's Celebration was held and the 

special train from Estevan leaves Melita at 9:30 p.m. 
The Souris Division Sunday School Rally was 

held in the Chautauqua tent. The praise service was 
led by the band. The Girl Guides and Boy Scouts 
paraded. 

The Liquor Referendum vote will be held Octo
ber 25th. 

Mr. R. N. Wyatt and son are engaged in the brick 
work of a large provincial government building at 
Portage la Prairie which will house Manitoba mental 
defectives. The cost of the building was $2,000,000. 

The R. M. Graham farm was sold to Alex Mor
gan. Mr. and Mrs. Graham were on the farm for 37 
years. 

An addition (study) was built on to the rectory, 
at a cost of $395. 
1921 

John Williams is to deliver a lecture on Northern 
Manitoba. Proceeds will go to the Great War Vet
erans Association Memorial Fund. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Kain celebrate their 50th wed
ding anniversary. 

Wages for sidewalk construction in full for the 
past year to John 1. Morrow were $944.45. 

A grand concert of The Elliott Family Orchetra 
will be held at the Melita Theatre. Admission $1 
Children 50¢. Free dance to those who attend the 
concert. 

The C.G.LT. will hold a social at the Pres
byterian Church. A good pro};ram is assured. 

Fresh eggs have reached the lowest point since 
1914 at 23¢ a dozen. 

The public is reminded that the banks will now 
observe Thursday afternoon as the holiday rather 
than Wednesday. 

Wallace Graham presents "Joe Williams' Com
pany" an English comedian at Melita Theatre May 
23rd. 

The Gibney-Springer Players will present in the 
Melita Theatre two dramas "East Lynn" and "Pol
lyanna". These are plays, not movies. 



A fancy dress ball will be held in Melita Theatre. 
Admission 25¢ & 30¢. 
1922 

Gorden McLaren is writing letters to the editor. 
Mr. Jack Larway returned home Tuesday, the 

telephone construction work being discontinued for a 
time. 

Curfew for children under 14 will be enforcf':n 
Gordon McLaren is writing on com which he 

grew and often wrote about. 
Hon. John Williams was sworn into office as 

Minister of Agriculture. Mr. Williams was first nomi
nated at the Liberal convention in 1903. 

The Union Bank Robbery occurred September 
23. Refer to Royal Bank Business History. 

The annual masquerade ball was held in the 
Melita Theatre. 

A Scotch dance will be held in Melita Theatre 
New Years Night, January 1, 1923. 

The Melita Theatre Orchestra supplied music for 
the Grand Ball which was sponsored by Watt and 
Waite. 

Mr. Bert Love has gone to Winnipeg as a member 
of the Boys' Parliament. This is a distinct honour. 
1923 

The Bums' annual concert will be held at the 
Melita Theatre with singing, dancing, costumes and 
selections by a Scottish Orchestra. Refreshments will 
be served. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Bird had a Golden Wedding 
Celebration. 

Maidie Townsend took first place in the provin
cial entrance exams. 

George Yeo boiling sap of native Manitoba Maple trees. 

A memorial flag pole was unveiled at the Melita 
school grounds. This was erected by the students in 
memory of 22 pupils who laid down their lives in the 
Great War. 

There was a special sale at Barker's Block -
men's suits for $11.75; overcoats for $14.00, under
wear for $1.25 per garment; boots regular $6.50 now 
$3.95; flannel shirts $1.65 and horse hide mitts for 
$1.45. 

1924 

Coates, John and Hazel. 

McCallum, Billy and Minnie (1912). 
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1917 

Roblin, Harry and Victoria (1917). 

Dobbyn, Joseph and Nellie, 1903. 

1921 

Vansteeland, Chas. D. and Gabriel, 1938. Oscar and Gertie Christianson 1921 (note costume). 
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A Scottish Dance is to be held at the Melita 
Theatre January 1st. 

The annual Christmas Tree Concerts are being 
held by all churches and schools. 
1924 

An old time dance for married people only held at 
Melita Theatre was a huge success. 

A play "The Ministrels" was put on under the 
able management of Mrs. England. There was a 
crowded house with many good laughs. Afterwards 
the W.1. served lunch in the Rest Room where the 
young people indulged in dancing for a few hours. 

Raisin Bread is selling at 25¢ for two loaves at 
Bentley's Bakery. 

The Melita c.G.I.T. groups ofthe Methodist and 
Presbyterian churches will hold a Mother and Daugh
ter banquet in the basement of the Methodist church. 

Thursday afternoon closing of stores will be ob
served during the summer months. 

There was a dance in the pavilion at River Park 
with the Phoenix orchestra in attendance. 

A capacity house turned out to greet the musical 
"Eckardts" on their visit to Melita Theatre. The 
program was clean, full of pep and comedy and 
certainly well received. Mr. T. Eckhardt has spent 
nearly thirty years providing entertainment with the 
Swiss Bell Ringers. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. J. Dobbyn celebrated their Gold
en Anniversary. 

Abundant rains have slowed up harvest. 
The famous play "Uncle Tom's Cabin" will ap

pear at Melita Theatre again. 
1925 

In the Municipality of Arthur in 1924 there were 
28 births; 5 marriages and 7 deaths. In the town of 
Melita there were 15 births, 17 marriages and 3 
deaths. 

There is water in the power house and there were 
no lights due to frozen drains and run off waters 
flooding the boiler room at the mill. 

The Local United Farmers of Manitoba stage play 
and dance was held on St. Patrick's Day. The play 
"Too Much Married" was a great success under the 
direction of Miss Eva Wight. At the conclusion of the 
program several hours of dancing were indulged in. 

"Business Girls" dance will be held in the Melita 
Theatre with proceeds going to the Rest Room. 

On Arbor Day the Town Council under Coun
cillor Schnell planted 65 trees from River Park, on 
Front Street to the Government Highway, and on 
Main Street in front of the Fire Hall. 

"Mother's Day" is being observed in churches 
throughout the community. 

The W.I. is holding a home cooking sale at the 
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Rest Room to raise funds to pay expenses of the 
Children's Clinic July 16, at the Fair Grounds. 

Melita Dramatic Players were to Lyleton where 
they were a huge success. 

Officers elected by Melita Quoiting Club were 
President I. B. Brook and Secretary-Treasurer W. 1. 
Bower. 

Bandsmen of Souris and Melita appeared in a 
combined concert with forty some members at 
Melita under the direction of 0. Hoover of Souris. 
This is the third time the bands have combined for an 
open air event and is meeting with much approval. 

The Salvation Army Charioteers visited Melita 
for two days appearing at the Sunday service in the 
United Church and a mass in open air service on 
Main Street. 

From April to June, 66 foreign automobiles reg
istered in at this port of entry and 56 registered out. 

All children must be vaccinated before school 
starts. 

Rain, hail, snow, thunder and lightning disturbed 
the evening silence, and bewildered people of this 
neck of the woods. 
1926 

The first Board of Trade supper was held in the 
Palace Hotel. It was very successful. 

Seeding is general in the western provinces. 
A Young People's play "The Wrong Mr. 

Wright", a pleasing comedy, was performed re
cently. 

A weekly half holiday - closing at 12:30 Thurs-
day has become popular. 

Melita's first Mayor, 1. L. Campbell of Toronto, 
was the guest at the second Board of Trade supper. 

A Melita boy, Frank Armstrong, conducted Sun
day service in the United Church. 

River Park road has been gravelled as the result of 
a co-operative effort. Five hundred loads of gravel 
were put in place. 

A reduction in postal rate from 3¢ to 2¢ will take 
effect July 1. 

Contracts have been awarded for the construction 
of Sourisford bridge. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Wyatt celebrated their 
50th anniversary. 

Mr. and Mrs. D. Taylor celebrated their Golden 
anniversary. 

The steel work of Sourisford bridge is under con
struction. Dominion Bridge Co. of Winnipeg was 
awarded the contract. It would have been finished by 
November 18th but winter set in before the ap
proaches could be built so the bridge is useless this. 
year. 

A dance was held at the Melita theatre with music 
by Mel Tallow and his Gold Coast Dance Band. 



Melita Theatre arranged to have a masquerade 
dance on December 27th. 

Here is a special treat from the meat market ofH. 
P. Musson - fresh killed buffalo meat. 

Christmas Tree celebrations were popular events 
in all districts during the week. 

1927 
The small five cent pieces will be withdrawn 

from circulation. In the 20 years prior to 1921 the 
issue of these pieces was phenomenally large. In the 
63 years that Canada issued the piece there were 

120,376,040 of these coins put out. Since 1921 there 
have been 7,930,000 of the large coins and none of 
the small. The change was made in 1921 by Sir Henry 
Drayton, Finance Minister. Complaints about the 
small coin were that older people had trouble picking 
it up; it was so small that it was easily lost, and always 
hard to seek in a pocket containing keys or other 
articles. 

Sixty years ago today (March 3) Canada became 
a nation. The stamp of approval of Westminster for 
the British North America Act came, on March 29, 
1867 binding nine provinces of Canada in Con-

Diamond Jubliee Parade 1927 - "Fathers of Confederation" - Jim Greig, driver. 

Left to Right: Morgan Snedden, A. E. Townsend, Norman Higgins, ?, W. F. Clarke, Fred Pope ?, Bass horn player H. P. Musson. 
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federation. It came into operation July 1st that year, 
now celebrated annually as Dominion Day. 

Art Ross was the popular choice to represent 
Arthur Conservatives. 

Premier Bracken selected Mrs. Wm. Leslie and 
Mayor L. S. Arnold to represent the Town of Melita 
on the provincial committee in preparing for the 
Diamond Jubilee Celebrations. 

Arthur Constituency gives decisive dry vote. 
In Canada's Jubilee Day Parade was a Red River 

Cart drawn by a huge black ox. In the cart were 
Mayor Arnold, Reeve Allan and Secretary-Treasurer 
Thomas of Arthur Municipality and Wm. Fenske 
was driver. There was also an Arthur Municipality 
float of a historic group "The Fathers of Con
federation" . 

Diamond Jubilee Parade 1927 ox-drawn cart. 

A baseball tournament was held with $1,000.00 
in prizes. Teams were from Regina and Carlyle, 
Saskatchewan; Cando, Omenee, Sherwood and Lig
nite, North Dakota; Russell, Virden, Oak Lake and 
Elva, Manitoba. The Regina Balmorals captured first 
place. Over 2000 people were present. In the evening 
a special feature show and jitney dance was held. 
Winnings were: Regina $400.00; Sherwood, North 
Dakota $250.00; Cando, North Dakota $150.00; and 
$200.00 was divided between a few other teams. 
Gate receipts covered all expenses. 

A memorial stone was laid at Victoria United 
Church. 

A train derailed 2 miles east of Elva. Six cars 
were damaged, and track tom up. It was caused by a 
broken rail. Conductor was Mr. McKellar. This was 
the first serious accident since 1920. 

The new colour for the 1928 licence plates is 
green and black. 
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David Gillander with sunflowers, 1929. 

1928 
Melita will inaugurate a 24 hour electric light 

service early in 1928. Sunday will be the only day of 
the week when power will be shut off during the 
daylight hours. 

The Bums anniversary celebration was held in 
the Melita Theatre. There were songs, dancing, read
ings and character sketches. A big dance was held 
after the concert. 

At a competition provided by the Provincial 
Dairymen in Winnipeg at a convention last week, our 
local creamery made a splendid showing against 38 
Manitoba entries. Butter made in Melita, under Man
ager Norman McInnis, secured first prize with 97 
points out of a possible 100. Exhibits from the local 
plant made splendid showing last fall at the Royal 
Winter Fair at Toronto. 

A Diamond Wedding Anniversary celebration 
was had by Mr. and Mrs. Edward Sisson of Elva. 

A dance was held at Melita Theatre with Bill 
Moore and His Playmates providing the music. They 
are broadcasters for CKY Winnipeg. 



Melita's vote favours beer parlours 173 to 129. 
An ad of Geo. Stewart's says our $25.00 made

to-measure suit is proving a big seller. 
Many cars pass through customs as Americans 

enjoy fishing at Oak Lake. 
The Souris River at Melita is stocked with 

175,000 pickerel fry. These were placed in the stream 

Mrs. Voas at Elva late 1920's. 

Textile Tennis Team. 
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June 13, 1928. They are supplied by the Department 
of Marine and Fisheries and bought from Selkirk. 

We had drenching rain in the past week - 3Y4 
inches from Monday to Saturday and 1% inches fell 
in a few hours Saturday evening leaving the streets 
almost floating. 

Rev. Frank Armstrong, a Melita boy, was induc
ted at Pierson. 

Mr. Robert Love, Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Manitoba School Trustees Association, was in atten
dance at the Executive meeting in Winnipeg. 

Mr. Wm. Oliphant is dispensing the town water 
supply from a new tank purchased recently. 

Mr. W. G. Powne has been appointed a commis
sioner for taking affidavits for use in the Courts of 
Manitoba, and Nathan House and T. S. Menary have 
been gazetted Justices of the Peace in and for the 
Province of Manitoba. 

Melita Park 1920's - Gertrude McKinley, Phyllis Farrow, Viv
ian Farrow. 

Dress costume 1927. 



Mrs. J. J. Morrow's handmade wedding gown worn by her 
granddaughter for Centennial in 1967. 

Durum wheat constitutes 94% of the wheat crop 
in the Melita area. 

Winnie Armstrong retired as Chief Operator and 
was succeeded by Vera Brimacombe. 

Percy Brockinton wins with an exhibit of Durham 
type wheat at Toronto Exhibition. 
1929 

The shipment of 1929 provincial auto licence 
plates arrived in town recently for motor owners of 
the southwest. The new plates for this district carry 
the forty-five thousand serial numbers while in 1928 
thirty-eight and thirty-nine were sold. A strict check
up is to be made on all car drivers to see that they have 
permits and licences to drive. 

The Farm Women of Melita will hold a dance in 
the Melita Theatre on January 11th to raise funds for 
the Rest Room. 

Some outstanding artists will perform at the 
Bums concert. Piper Wm. McKay who won the 
individual champion's cup at Vancouver in 1928 and 
in Winnipeg in 1927 and 12 year old nephew dancer 
Colin Cameron, who won many coveted awards on 
his trip to Scotland, will be present. 

Good Seed cars and a poultry car are to visit 
Melita February 26th. These are under the joint aus-
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pices of the C.P.R., Federal Seed Branch, M.A.C. 
and the Department of Agriculture. The cars will be 
here Tuesday at 4:35 p.m. and remain until 1 p.m. 
Wednesday. There will be lecturers and exhibitions 
of grains. It will also be possible to secure com, 
clover and grass seed directly from the cars. These 
cars are supplied, equipped and moved free of charge 
by the C.P.R. Co. 

Mr. W. F. Thomas resigned as Secretary-Trea
surer of the Town of Melita, having completed a term 
of 25 years. Mr. Thomas will confine himself, in the 
future, to the duties of Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Municipality of Arthur. 

The Town is rebating electric light bonus of 
$1,090. 

- The Superintendent of the Sunday School 
brought to the attention of the church vestry the 
need to enlarge the Parish Hall. A committee was 
appointed to secure estimates as to the cost to enlarge 
the hall. Committee appointed on motion of L. S. 
Arnold, and seconded by George Garrett, was A. B. 
Estlin, V. C. Farrow and H. P. Musson. They found 
that it was possible to sell the hall for $505, as it 
stood, and they proposed to build a new hall 24' x 
40', with 12 foot studs, cement basement and fur
nace, same to cost, fully equipped and painted, ap
proximately $2000. Mr. W. F. Clarke promised to 
supply gravel for the new building free of charge. 
Subject to approval of the Diocesan Board, the hall 
was sold. It was moved to alot across the street, north 
of the church and became a residence. The new hall 
was built on its present site, at a final cost of 
$2764.30. In 1929 a Boy Scout troop had been 
formed and the troop had grown from 12 to 28 in 
membership during the year. The boys gave valuable 
help during the building of the hall, also a donation of 
$50 to the building fund. 

Twenty-one cars figure in rail wreck Friday, 
March 15th, one mile west of Melita. The Estevan
Souris coal train hit a broken rail. Crew members 
escape injury. Eighteen cars badly damaged. Over 
100 yards of main line steel torn up. Wrecking crew 
worked from noon Friday until late Saturday after
noon and will return Monday to pick up the wreck 
and salvage grain and coal. 

Train wreck March 1929. 



Prizes to Melita in Manitoba Winter Fair at Bran
don were: Mr. Winkley second on Yellow Flint corn 
and second for Banner and Victory oats; and Mr. 
Percy Brockinton secured first for Amber Durum 
wheat, and second for Amber Durum wheat and 
fourth for registered seed oats. 

Twenty-eight hundred cars carrying over eighty
three hundred passengers cleared through Melita 
customs in 1928. 

Melita Dramatic Society presents "A Little 
Clodhopper" , a three-act comedy drama with Direc
tor George Garrett. A dance is to follow with Melito
neans Orchestra. 

A Provincial crow and gopher competition is 
being held. Credits of points are to be given for 
gopher tails, crows' eggs and crows' legs. 

Coloured lights, which have graced the Front and 
Main Streets for the past two summers, will again be 
used this summer. 

Twenty-nine fathers and mothers who had been in 
the district 40 years or more were honoured at a 
banquet in the Coulter United Church May 24th, 
1929. A hearty thanks to the Coulter Women's In
stitute. 

Bam dances are popular throughout the munic
ipality. 

Only 10,000 men will be needed this harvest as 
Western Canada's crop is light. 

The second 'story will be removed from the 
Sturgeon Block, one of Melita's oldest structures. 
The Lodge Room of the Masonic Order is located in 
this upper section. 

Jack Wight of Regina, President of The Universal 
Air Industries of Regina, visited Melita Sunday in a 
Stinson Detroiter plane and spent a busy two hours 
taking passengers on short flights. Forty passengers 
enjoyed flights. 

Smallpox is increasing in Manitoba and a few 
cases of diphtheria have been reported. 

Melita Boy Scouts find stolen goods from the 
Pipestone robbery in River park. The thieves were 
apprehended. 

Melita Dramatic Society played to a capacity 
house with ''A Poor Married Man". Fifty people 
were turned away. A dance followed. 

Noted Palmist and Psychologist "Crescentia" 
will be at the Metropolitan Hotel in Melita on 
November 28th. 
1930 

Car licences are now blue with white numbers. 
Local stores are to quit the egg business. New 

grading laws practically drive small producers from 
markets. Under the new act, no one is permitted to 
offer eggs for sale unless the container is marked 
with the correct name of the class and the grade of 
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eggs contained therein according to Canadian Stand
ards. 

A Manitoba Diamond Jubilee celebration is 
being planned for Melita July l3, 14, 15 and 16. The 
Municipality of Brenda joined with Arthur as well as 
theRMo of Edward. The Souris, North Dakota Band 
will perform on July 14 and 15. 

The Arthur Conservatives held a meeting and 
elected F. Willis their candidate for Souris. The 
Bennett government is to take over Old Age Pensions 
and the Trans-Canada Highway. 

Hospital meetings were held in Arthur and Ed
ward Municipalities with Dr. Jackson from the De
partment of Public Health as the speaker. Melita is in 
favour. 

The Liberals and Progressives join together. Jas. 
Steedsman is candidate. 

Chautauqua held in June, will return in 1931. 
Special trains went to Brandon Fair. 
The Huskies, married ladies, and Tigerettes sin

gle girls' softball teams met. 
A special return train went from Melita to Win

nipeg for the Grand Orange Lodge. 
All churches had a combined service in Central 

Park with a combined choir, to start the celebration of 
Back Home Week and Diamond Jubilee celebration. 

W. Cashin, of Melita, won the district play-off 
for the Free Press Golf Tournament held in Win
nipeg. The local club won 3 years out of 5. 

The weather is hot and dry. 
A cow testing association has been formed. 
Combines are here including a new one, the 

Waterloo Sunshine. 
For the first time in many weeks Melita has been 

visited by a rain storm. 
The Elks' Halloween dance was held in the 

Melita Theatre with the Waskada Orchestra in atten
dance. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Jellis celebrated their Golden 
Anniversary at their home in Coulter. 

The Young Ladies' Bridge Club held an initial 
meeting at the home of Miss Lillian Hay. 

Mr. 1. W. Hewitt was presented with a gold 
mounted cane prior to his departure for Winnipeg. 

The Melita Golf Club held a bridge tournament. 
Mr. and Mrs. B. H. Robertson celebrated their 

Golden Wedding Anniversary in the Elva District. 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Murray of Coatland cele

brated 50 years. 
1931 

Melita Dramatic Society presents "Crooks for a 
Month" at Melita Theatre. 
February 

Golfing is a popular pastime these days. It is 



Providing fuel in the 30's - note the standing of wood. 

possible to play over the nine holes. Curling is out of 
the question. Both rinks have closed down. 

A life membership in the Curling Club was be
stowed on 1. W. Hewitt in honour of many years of 
service. 

High winds and dust storms raged during the 
weekend with still no moisture. 

There are talking pictures at Melita Theatre. The 
special opening attraction is "The Big Trail". Dust 
storms persist. 
June 

A series of jitney dances are to be given at River 
Park pavilion under the joint auspices of Town Coun
cil and Melita Orchestra. The charge will be 1O¢ per 
couple for each dance. Dancing commences at 9 p. m. 

Temperatures are rising steadily until the ther
mometers reached from 108° to 116°. The heat was 
blistering, augmented by a moderate breeze. Crops 
suffered greatly from the heat and continued 
drought. 

The Arthur-Melita Exhibition has been cancelled 
owing to poor conditions. Much relief is needed. 

Reliable thermometers register 102° with high 
winds. Crops are a failure from Winnipeg to Rocky 
Mountains. 

Two inches of rain fell in fourteen hours being the 
heaviest rain in years. Fodder crops should develop. 
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1. Art Ross was the unanimous choice of Arthur 
Conservatives. 

The Horticultural show was cancelled as there is 
only a slight prospect for a good show. 

There has been a sharp decrease in traffic through 
this port of entry from 820 passengers last year to 466 
this year. 

Citizens approved memorial plans at a cost of 
approximately $1,100 for Central Park at the corner 
of Oak and Summit. 

Grasshoppers are infected by Red Louse and the 
scourge is killing them faster than they can breed. 

The Souris River is nothing more than a series of 
pools. Westhope reports that the Souris is bone dry in 
places. 

The annual decoration service was held at the 
cemetery on Sons of England plot. 

A vote will be held November 27 about local sale 
of liquor. 

Construction has begun on the Peace Gardens. 
Carl Burkholder's farm burned. 
A huge majority voted for local beer sales sys

tem. 
1932 

The cost of living in Canada dropped 15% during 
the past two year period. This is the second largest 
drop with the U.S. leading at 16.5%. 

Mr. W. 1. Cobb of Melita was honoured at an 
annual banquet as the recipient of an honorary life 
membership in the Manitoba Curling Association. 
Mr. Cobb has been an ardent curler since 1888 when 
he skipped the Virden kids in Winnipeg's first 
bon spiel. 

"The Governor's Daughter" , a musical comedy, 
was held at the Melita Theatre, presented by Melita 
High School under the direction of Miss Mer
ryweather. 

W. G. Jobbin's grocery advertisement offered: 1 
lb. of chocolate buds for 25¢; Wagstaffes Pure Or
ange Marmalade 40 oz. jar for 29¢; bulk tea for 
35¢ per lb. and H. Sures & Co. advertisement of
fered: coffee for 23¢ per lb.; prunes for 1O¢ per lb.; 4 
lb. pails of jam for 37¢; a 10 lb. pail of Bee-Hive 
syrup for 75¢; table salt-3Y2lbs. for 10¢ and bread for 
5¢ a loaf, anytime. 

Plans are underway for a 210 ft. long bridge over 
the Souris River at the Coulter-Waskada highway. 

The Manitoba Provincial Police has been taken 
over by the R.C.M.P. Const. Bannerman (local) will 
change uniform and remain in charge of Melita de
tachment. 

A notice appears in the paper from the Town 
Council that relief will be ended after April 15. It is 
thought that people can get employment on farms 
now. 



Good sh\lwers since the heavy rainfall of April 
22nd put a brighter aspect on the crops. 
August 

An eclipse of the sun caused much excitement in 
Melita. Smoked glass, coloured glass and kodak 
negatives were brought into play and served a good 
purpose. 

E. F. Willis, M.P., discussed Federal matters 
before a large audience in Melita September 16th. 

A heavy snow storm left a thick blanket of snow. 
It is certain that a large volume of moisture will soak 
into the bone dry land. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. 1. Tooke celebrated their Golden 

Anniversary. 
A carload of vegetables was recently unloaded by 

the Council of Melita. This was a gift from the 
congregation of Oak River and Cardale churches for 
relief purposes in this district. 

The Melita Golf Club presented a delightful three 
act farce comedy entitled "Who's the Fish" at Melita 
Theatre. Admission 35¢; Children 15¢. 

Triplet calves were born at the farm of William 
Tilbury Monday night. All are healthy. 

A Moccasin Dance was held in the skating rink 
Saturday night. 

1933 
Melita School Board's Report for 1932 reads: 

Teacher's salaries $7,738.54 
Transportation $2,619.30 
Heat and light $ 421.23 
Secretary's salary $ 175.00 

The local creamery is paying 21¢ for table cream. 
Grasshoppers seem to have survived the winter. 
A C.P.R. bridge crew is putting an entire new 

floor in the steel bridge across the Souris River. 
A Jr. Corn Club has been formed. Each member 

received sufficient seed corn to plant one acre of 
land. President is Norman Walker. 

Manitoba received a good soaking rain the past 
three days. 

June 
A cyclone wind followed in the wake of the heat 

wave bringing drought and grasshoppers. 
The drought took heavy took of Manitoba crops. 
The Downey-Leland Clan held its fourth re

union in Melita. 
The Arthur Council met with Premier Bracken 

and Hon. D. L. McLeod re: drought relief. Rev. F. W. 
Lee reported for the Melita Distribution Committee. 

M. E. Stratton was given the contract for the 
excavation for a gas well over which a derrick will be 
constructed. 

Town and Municipal taxes are down. 
For the information of non-residents the first well 
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for natural gas or oil will be sunk on the western side 
of the blind Souris. 
October 

Five cars of vegetables have been received and 
distributed at Melita, two carloads at Coulter, one at 
Napinka, two or three at Pierson and on October 19th 
three carloads of vegetables arrived at Elva. 

Three carloads of vegetables arrived at Lyleton. 
One carload of apples arrived at Melita with suffi
cient for every family to receive one bushel. 

A Fiddlers Contest sponsored by Electoral Divi
sion Agricultural Society at Waites Hall was held 
Oct. 27. 

The Oddfellows of Ontario headquarters in
formed the Oddfellows here that a carload of apples 
and $500 will be sent in response to an appeal of 
Manitoba Grand Master following a survey of the 
southwest. 

The egg export season is the best since 1926. 
The New Era rate is $1 per year. 
Shovelling coal was the chief occupation of the 

day when temperatures fell to _320 F. 
The United Church Boys' Choir of 19 voices 

under the direction of Mrs. D. Lamont gave a concert 
at the United Church and Presbyterian Church which 
was highly commented on. 
1934 

The Lyleton and Coulter mails are now carried 
from Melita. For some months past the mail for the 
towns on the Deloraine-Lyleton branch of the C.P.R. 
has been carried by stage from Deloraine but with the 
advent of winter this service is being handled from 
Melita. It is possible to travel within a few miles of 
each post office on No. 22 highway. George Brown 
of Lyleton has the contract. 

It is the proposal of the Government to allow the 
sale of bottled beer in hotels for consumption other 
than in beer parlors. 

Annual meetings were held at the Melita Pres
byterian, Christ Church and Victoria United Church. 
They are holding their own in spite of difficult times. 

A Curlers' Service was held. Members of the 
Curling Clubs marched in a body to Victoria United 
Church for their annual service. Rev. F. W. Lee, the 
Chaplin, was in charge and he spoke on "The Ten 
Commandments of Curling". 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Scheel celebrated their 
Golden Anniversary. 

In spite of warnings about hoppers and more 
drought, farmers are making preparations for the task 
of putting in the new crop. They are harbouring 
thought that this year will be the big break. 

Melita Theatre was filled for the four act play 
"Happy Valley" presented under the auspices of the 
Golf Club by the Elva Young People's Society. It was 



a well staged play with beautiful landscape scenery 
designed by E. H. Russell. The cast included Katie 
Gillander, Mary Greaves, Mildred Walker, Mary 
Mainland, Henry Skelton, Donald Armitage, Ken 
Turnbull and David Gillander. Dancing was provided 
after the play. 

This district is receiving its share of dust. Soil 
drifting has extended all along the main line of the 
C.P.R to the foothills of the Rockies. 

The Melita Boys' Choir is singing Sea Chanties 
etc. at Waites Hall. This is spendid entertainment,
leader Mrs. D. Lamont. 

A band concert was performed along with a one 
act comedy .. It Can't Be Done". This was presented 
by Miss F. Pierce, Miss Mildred Livesley, C. E. 
Cornish and Jack Barker. This was well staged and 
particularly funny. The entertainment was under the 
auspices of the Board of Trade. 

A sandstorm of major proportions rages over the 
district yesterday (May 9) most of the day and night. 
This is the worst in the recollections of a number of 
residents here. Its effect on the newly seeded crop 
will be extensive. Highways in many spots are drifted 
over. High temperatures are most unseasonal for this 
time of year. 

Grasshoppers are plentiful and a war is being 
waged on same. There are warnings of "Caution" 
while handling poison for same. 

C.P.R is advertising a Cent-a-Mile to and from 
Eastern Canada. There are small additional charges 
for sleepers. Return fare from Melita to Toronto is 
$28.75, to Montreal $32, and to Quebec $35.25. 

Sunday's temperature was 94° F and Wednes
day's 103° F. The record heat wave was broken by 
light showers which were only patchy. These dry hot 
conditions extend east to Morden; this area has re
ceived less than a quarter of an inch of moisture this 
season. 
June 

A heavy rain visits the district - quarter of an 
inch received. Cattle will still be listed, branded and 
rounded up at stockyards for shipment to grazing 
lands at no expense to owners. The government and 
railway company share the expenses. 

More rains have visited the area and excellent 
weather has prevailed since a number of farmers are 
engaged in sowing fodder crops. 

Marsh Hendrick and his Roseland Orchestra, 
featuring Henry Scammell of CJRC Radio artists, 
will appear at Melita Theatre. 

A reunion of agents of the former Souris division 
of The Canadian Pacific Railway was held in River 
Park July 8th under the auspices of the Order of 
Railway Telegraphers. About 25 agents with wives 
and families attended. This gathering was to honour 
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Mr. 1. R. Baker in his retirement from the service. 
Mr. Baker served at Napinka from 1904 for several 
years. 

Extreme hot dry weather prevails. Saskatchewan 
and Manitoba crops suffer extensively. 
September 

A storm of four and one half days duration holds 
the record for the past five years - only one inch of 
moisture was received but the benefit to the drought
ravaged area will be tremendous. 

A car load of vegetables, clothing and staple 
groceries arrived Monday from the citizens of Ken
ora, Ontario. The car was prepared under the direc
tion of Rev. W. A. Maunders, former pastor of 
Victoria United Church. 

The hopper menace is rapidly declining. A few 
eggs were found after a thorough survey of the south
western area. 

Reeves are protesting the export of hay from the 
Pipestone Municipality to North Dakota. 

1935 
The temperature on Christmas Day was 50° be

low zero and on Boxing Day it was 38° below. 
The snow plow cleared No.3 highway to allow 

delivering of fodder. 
The second inoculation for Diphtheria will be 

held in the Lo.o.F. Hall in Elva on February 6th. 
Local RC.M.P. Constable Bannerman is ready 

to register small firearms. 

March 
The Provincial Relief Office has many applica

tions for the return of families' stock and machinery 
to this part of Manitoba and also has letters coming in 
inquiring about farms to rent. 

A three act comedy drama "George In a Jam" 
was very successfully presented by the United 
Church Choir at the Melita Theatre April 16th. Ad
mission was 25¢ and Children 15¢. 

A three act farce "Depend on Me" was presented 
by Elva Y. P. Society in Melita Theatre. 

May 
Great benefit was received from last week's rain. 

Seeding is well advanced. 
Special coloured lights will be strung on Main 

Street to contribute to the Jubilee celebrations. 
Another inch of rain fell - a touch of irony, 

coming at a time when the Hon. Mr. Weir and Federal 
and Provincial officials were making an inspection of 
the dry areas, laying the foundation of the Federal 
Reclamation Scheme. Roads were impassible in a 
number of sections. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Richardson of Napinka cele
brated their Diamond wedding anniversary on May 
25th. They came to Napinka in 1892. 



The Buchan Folks Circle will hold their annual 
basket picnic at River Park July 18, 1935. 

A by-law was passed limiting passenger vehicles 
to 30 m.p.h. and trucks to 25 m.p.h. Stop signs have 
been placed at intersections in town. 

The grasshopper situation is greatly improved -
the country is free of eggs. 

Burning is a quick way of handling rusted wheat. 
Four fields of Ceres Wheat, property of Percy 
Brockinton, which had every appearance of a bump
er yield until July 1, had the torch applied last Tues
day. Rust infestation and wind damage rendered the 
standing grain worthless. 

Prairie Chicken season is limited to two days. Ten 
birds per day or twenty per season is the limit. 

Prime Minister Bennett announces that the Cana
dian Wheat Board has set the minimum price for No. 
1 Northern at 87Y2¢. This applies also to No.1 Amber 
Durum. 

There will be a dance at the Coliseum Friday 
evening with Music by the Olympians Imperial 
Dance Band of Brandon. Admission is 15¢ before 
9:30 p.m. and 25¢ after 9:30 p.m. 

The Thursday half holiday is to be resumed next 
week and will continue throughout the year with 
possible exception during the busy season of spring. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. 1. Dobbyn celebrated their 61st 
anniversary on October 6, 1935. 

A bargain trip is offered to Winnipeg from Octo
ber 30 to November 2 - round trip $3.90. This is 
coaches only no baggage checked. 

The Coulter rink opened for skating last Satur
day. Mr. N. A. Gould and Mr. Gordon Elliott are 
caretakers. 

The United Church Sunday School are holding 
their Christmas Tree entertainment at Waite's Hall 
December 23. 
1936 

The Bums' Club Dance will be held in Melita 
Theatre January 24. The committee has secured the 
Reid Brothers of Brandon who are outstanding juve
nile pipers. Admission 25¢. 

The Roads are all tied up due to recent snow 
storm. 

King George V is dead following a one week 
illness. 

Mrs. Yuill was elected to the school board with a 
comfortable majority. 

There has been testing of herds in Arthur Munic
ipality for T.R Close to 60 reactors found in 1,000 
head tested. 

A heavy snowfall blocks roads. 
At the present the municipality is financing feed 

and seed under a guarantee by the provincial govern-
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ment. Present plans have no provision for furnishing 
gas or oil where tractor power is utilized. 

There will be Jitney Dances every Saturday in 
Melita Theatre. 

Chautauqua for Melita June 12. 
The Town is to operate the coliseum this year. 
A three act comedy "Blundering Billy" was very 

successfully presented by the W.A. of Christ 
Church. A large audience attended. 

Col. 1. A. Ross was the enthusiastic nomination 
for the Conservatives. 

Hon. John Bracken is to speak in the local coli
seum. 

Rain causing delay in the harvest. Percy Brockin
ton's crop close to River Park is one of the finest. A 
big steam outfit was employed on the task of thresh
ing this crop - a contrast to smaller gasoline outfits 
in vogue at this time. 

Governor-General Buchan visited Melita on Sat
urday, September 19 while passing through to Bran
don. Of special interest on this stop is the Governor
General's interest in the formation of Buchan Folks 
Circle. His Excellency was a life member of this 
association. His visit was informal. 
1937 

There was sixteen inches of rain received in 1937 
as compared with 7.6 inches in the same period of 
1936. 

There will be a three day prairie chicken season 
this year. 

Vanguard, Saskatchewan was the destination of 
the Arthur-Melita Relief Car containing 400 bags of 
potatoes, 350 citron, 250 pumpkins, cabbage, beets, 
cucumbers, carrots, syrup, fruit, apples, jam, sugar, 
honey and ten parcels of clothing. There were 75 
contributors from this area. Five hundred bags of 
potatoes have been contributed to Saskatchewan resi
dents in this area. 

Fowl Suppers are in full swing. 
A Fiddlers' Contest and a dance were held under 

the auspices of the Agricultural Society. 
1938 
March 

The river breakup is the earliest in years. Stop 
logs were placed in dams but water is flowing over 
same. Nearly all the snow is gone. 

Two big Legion dances are coming up St. 
Patrick's Friday evening and Vimy Dance held at 
Melita Theatre April 8. 

Licences for battery powered radios remain at 
$2.00. Machines using juice from power lines as
sessed at $2.50 per year. 

The Town of Melita will suspend direct relief 
expenditures March 25. 

Many carloads of livestock brought to Melita 



district in the late summer and fall of 1937 are now 
being moved back to southern Saskatchewan. 

Town Council will pass a by-law to have a half 
holiday on a year round basis with certain exceptions 
at harvest season. This will come into effect May 19, 
1938. 

On Arbor Day Councillor Davey and William 
Scott planted a number of trees in the west end of 
River Park driveway. 

An old landmark of Melita is being dismantled. 
Following the sale of the livery bam on the east side 
of Front Street the bam is to be tom down and 
removed to the farm of Hugh McKinnon. 

Special C.P.R. fares to Brandon and return to 
Melita are $1.70. 

Hopper survey reassuring to this district. One 
hundred were present at the meeting from Birtle to 
Lyleton, Pierson to Minto. 

Matinees will be held every Saturday afternoon at 
3 p.m. in Melita Theatre commencing Saturday. 

Mr. C. E. Cornish again is President of the Melita 
Choral Society. 

There will be a collegiate dance in Melita Theatre 
November 25. 

The mild December weather is unsuited to winter 
sports. A meadowlark and gophers are still around. 

A carload of snow fence has been deposited along 
No.3 highway between Melita and Deloraine to 
improve winter maintenance of highway. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Sterling celebrated their 
golden wedding December 19th at their home. Some 
150 friends attended. 

A blizzard mars holiday festivities. Over six 
inches of snow on the weekend with 35 mile per hour 
northeast gales. Melita spent a quiet Christmas. 
1939 

The annual Robert Bums' night was held at 
Melita Theatre followed by a dance. 

Dusk-to-dawn street lighting will be effective in 
Melita March 1, 1939. 

The season's worst snow storm hit leaving train 
and motor traffic greatly disrupted. 

The River Park bridge has been damaged by ice. 
R. Fraser is giving permanents at McKinley's 

Barber Shop. 
Best grades of beef are selling at seven and one 

quarter cents per pound in Winnipeg's stockyard. 
Re-organization of the Boys' and Girls' Swine 

Club was recently held with Russ Dobbyn as Presi
dent. 

E. H. Russell suffered a store robbery with the 
safe being blown and $300.00 loss. 

M.P.C. is extending a 33,000 volt line to a point 
near Melita which will result in a rate reduction by 
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August 10. The new service awaits a lightning arres
ter. 

Lake of the Woods construction crews completed 
installation of a new scale and dumping equipment at 
the local elevator. 

A recruiting staff from the Cameron Highlanders 
Regiment of Winnipeg visited Melita and the music 
of bagpipes soon brought a curious throng. 

George Ferguson has successfully passed his 
army medical tests and has enlisted with Cameron 
Highlanders of Winnipeg. 
1940 

War Loan Bonds are being advertised. 
The B urns' Concert was held January 26th at 

Melita Theatre with entertainment by the Hathaway 
Concert Party of Elgin. There was dancing after the 
concert. 

The Legion is preparing for a War Service Drive 
to provide a comprehensive education program, to 
make it possible for members of the forces to con
tinue studies so they will not be deprived of elements 
of culture and practical training when returning to 
ci vilian life. 

The Boy Scout Troop of Pierson will present their 
postponed play "A Country Boy Scout" in the Melita 
Theatre April 12 under the auspices of the Melita W.1. 
Admission is 25¢ and Children 15¢. 

One and one-half inches of rain fell this last four 
days. Seeding conditions are varied. 

The Imperial Three Star Entertainers appeared at 
the Coliseum, May 28. Roy Berry was again to be 
Master of Ceremonies. This is a company of fun 
makers. Sixteen hundred attended. 

Arbor Day brings rain and snow but no tree 
planting. 

Swan Creek Hatchery put 605,000 pickerel in the 
river. 

The International Joint Committee (Souris River 
Reference) meeting is to be held in Melita June 20, 
1940. 

In June the 11th Lelonde-Downey reunion was 
held in River Park. 

The 41st anniversary Pioneer Picnic was held in 
Coulter Park. 

The Buchan Picnic was held in River Park. 
The Field Day was held at Reclamation Farm. 
A faithful servant Reeve Loucks is retiring in 

Arthur Municipality. He took office in 1921 and 
represented Ward Three continuously until Decem
ber 1940. He successfully contested his seat in five 
elections. 
1941 

Manitobans are asked to invest $520,000 
monthly to defeat Hitler. 

Melita recorded 26 births in 1940 -13 males and 



13 females. The Municipality of Arthur was visited 
seven times by the stork with four males and three 
females. In the combined area births outnumbered 
deaths by 15 and 21 marriages took place. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Turnball celebrated 50 
years of marriage. They have farmed at Elva for the 
past 35 years. 

During February robins, butterflies and mead
owlarks are reported around the district. 

School children are raising funds to buy an am
bulance. A variety concert was presented at Melita 
Theatre February 14 with this purpose in mind. The 
program included a one act play "The Ghost Walks 
Fast" . 

The Coulter War Savings Committee appointed 
officers - Elden Renwick Chairman; W m. Andrews 
Vice-President; J. C. Bell Secretary and Messrs. C. 
W. Burnett, G. A. Downey, William Jellis, J. E. 
Renwick and Cecil Day. 

Miss Rita Ferguson has been awarded the grade 
prize for the province in connection with the Patriotic 
Poem contest sponsored by the Manitoba Power 
Commission. Prize was a C.C.M. bicycle. 

A flag pole dedication ceremony was held at 
Municipal Hall. A special flag was furnished by the 
Publicity Bureau of the Department of Finance and 
will be used from time to time to mark the progress of 
the victory loan subscriptions. 

Extensive repairs were made to the coliseum 
roof. 

Three hundred and ninety-eight cases of infantile 
paralysis are reported in Manitoba in August. 

Subscription rates for the New Era in 1941 were 
$1.50 per year. 

A banquet has inaugurated the 55th Field Trial of 
Manitoba Club with headquarters at the home of 
Adam Carr. Dogs and owners are from New Jersey, 
Philadelphia, Georgia, California, Florida and South 
Carolina. 

Congratulations are extended to Miss Evelyn 
Morrow who has been awarded a Manitoba scholar
ship for general proficiency in her Grade XI work. 

Forty-five women are working daily on quilts for 
the Red Cross. 

Young People's Rally, Rock Lake West, was held 
at Victoria United Church with over 100 delegates 
present. 

Dances in the coliseum have been discontinued 
after a successful year. These were under the auspices 
of the Legion. 

The War Savings Committee has increased its 
pledges to $1500.00 a month - enough to buy an 
ambulance each month. 

An accident occurred in which Mr. and Mrs. 

141 

Ronaghan, Mrs. M. Charles and A. Devrieze were 
killed. 

D. Lamont was honoured as a Quarter Century 
dealership by General Motors. 

Harvesting is still going on with the hope it will 
be finished by Christmas. Heavy rains in the fall were 
the cause. 
1942 

The Municipality of Arthur has already under
taken to gather scrap iron and other salvagable mate
rials. The people of Melita can contribute greatly to 
this effort. A committee is being formed under the 
auspices of the Board of Trade. Save items such as 
paper, rags, aluminum, tooth paste and shaving 
cream tubes, bottle caps and foil. 

Elva stockyards and carload of scrap iron. 

Mayor J. L. Morrow is to head the committee for 
the Victory Loan in this area. The quota has not been 
set at this time. 

Daylight saving time will be applied throughout 
Canada February 9, 1942. 

Another series of Red Cross whist drives were 
held at homes in Elva of James Patterson, James 
Dewart, T. Weston, J. Stewart, Russell Belfry and E. 
Bogan Monday evening with great success. 

The school concert was a great success and funds 
went to the Red Cross. 

Keith Sherman's Moonlight Melody Makers fur-



nished music for a dance at Melita Theatre. Admis
sion was 25¢. 

Quilting bees are being held in surrounding 
school districts for the war effort. 

A big storm hit the area dumping 22 inches of 
snow. It did not match the 1920 blizzard however it 
took from Monday night to Sunday before all was 
clear. 

Souris Riding has the largest "yes" majority in 
Manitoba. 

Tea and coffee are on the ration list, and sugar is 
cut by one third from three quarter pound per person 
to one half pound, tea is cut by one half and coffee by 
one quarter. Social sugar is out! 

Application cards for sugar rations have a July 
deadline at the Post Office. Purchases are not possi
ble without coupon. Four hundred and seventy-eight 
cards were handled by the local Post Office. 

Brown's School district celebrated its 50th anni
versary. 

The C.P.R. bridge across the river east of town 
has a new coat of paint, the last paint being applied in 
1934. 

A new five cent piece, the round one gone, and 
now having 12 sides will be minted from different 
metal to save nickel. 

Controlled parking is a feature of traffic in Melita 
on Saturday night. A central parking lane is down 
Main Street. 

The 56th running of the Manitoba Field Trials 
was held in the Melita and Napinka grounds. 

Two batteries of artillery occupied Melita 
Wednesday under the Command of Major Hicks and 
Major Dickinson from the Artillery Training Centre 
and consisted of 65 vehicles and 300 men quartered 
in the coliseum. A band concert was held in the 
coliseum by Bandmaster Simmons. The visiting bat
teries carried full kitchen equipment, medical staff 
and a repair service. Young people and the young 
army lads mingled at a dance at which about 700 
were present. Melita was represented in the convoy 
by Bandsman Jimmie Donaghue who was born and 
raised here. 

Sgt. George Ferguson and Pte. Lyle Bulloch are 
prisoners of war and not missing as reported. 

Gas coupons (ration) are now worth four gallons 
instead of five in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alber
ta. 

A local rationing board has been set up consisting 
of Mayor Morrow, V. C. Farrow, Reeve T. S. 
Loucks, Mrs. Heath and Dr. Wilson. 

Constable Bannerman has been transferred to 
Minnedosa after being here 13 years. 

Cy McCallum was awarded the Bank of Montreal 
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Trophy for competition in the Manitoba Dairy Asso
ciation. 

Distribution of new Ration (coupon) Books was 
made from nine centres in southwest districts. 

A shortage of coal and wood in the district caused 
school to be closed for a day. 

Hardy Forsyth advises that Melita's first or
chestra consisted of Harvey Tripp, Andrew Duncan 
and himself and was later enlarged to include L. H. 
Dyer, Fred Smith and A. B. Estlin. 

Save your fat and drain it for salvage. The salvage 
committee is authorized to pay 4¢ per lb. 

Citizens honoured L. S. Arnold after 40 years as 
a resident and businessman in Melita. He established 
a jewellery business in Melita in September, 1903. 

The Napinka C.P.R. Roundhouse, which served 
for 35 years, has been town down. 

1943 grain movement is the second largest in 
history. 

1943-1944 - The church was reopened after a 
temporary closure. Rev. and Mrs. W. A. Cross came 
to our parish as newlyweds. The church experienced 
a real upsurge of interest and enthusiasm. A choir 
was organized. Mr. and Mrs. Fred White (Bakery) 
presented the choir hats, choir gowns were made by 
each member from a pattern owned by Miss Molly 
Crosby (employed at the Royal Bank). Choir mem
bers were Mr. Fred White, Pearl White, Molly 
Crosby, H. P. and Mrs. Musson, Mrs. Helen Walker, 
Jack and Nora Northam, Mrs. A. Cross and Miss 
Aileen Abbott. 
1944 
February 

Mr. and Mrs. S. G. Davis celebrated their 50th 
Anniversary. They moved to Melita in 1907 when 
Mr. Davis and W. 1. Bower took over the Massey
Harris agency. 

Meat rationing has been suspended temporarily 
as a surplus has been built up, so no coupons are 
needed now but should be retained for future use. 

Gasoline ration books have arrived at the local 
licence branch but cannot be used until April 1. 

Mr. and Mrs. 0. Kvarvet and Mr. and Mrs. A. 
Halls were bidden farewell at an evening held at the 
Peninsula School as both families are leaving the 
district. 

Peninsula ladies entertained in honour of Mrs. 
John Williams' 85th birthday. 

Mr. and Mrs. Max Shnitka entertained at the 
Metropolitan Hotel in honour of Mr. and Mrs. A. E. 
Samways' 50th Wedding Anniversary. 

Canadian Paratroopers opened the 6th Victory 
Loan by dropping from the sky carrying Victory 
Loan Shields. The objective is $1,200,000,000. 

Ronald James Banks and John Mainland are to be 



honoured in recognition of their heroic attempts to 
save Arne Petersen who drowned on July 4, 1943. 

Cy McCallum has left the creamery to be man
ager at Glenboro. 

Names of 41 pioneers called by death in the past 
year were read at the recent Pioneer Picnic. 

The Diamond Jubilee (1884-1944) of the Post 
Office in Melita was celebrated. 

No. 5 Ration Books are available. The Local 
Ration Board Chairman is N. C. Morrow and Secre
tary Ted Sterling. 
1945 

No relaxation in the Canadian War Effort is fore
seen this year. 

Blood Donor clinics in the past two weeks have 
had 117 donors. This is underthe auspices of the Red 
Cross. 

Allis Chalmers presented a free show at Melita 
Theatre. 

A. A. gasoline ration books are available. Forms 
must be completed before presentation. 

An Army Convoy from Shilo visited Melita 
River Park and demonstrated a flame thrower. An 
audience of over 2,000 was present. 

"Victory In Europe" celebrations are being held 
through schools, churches and radio broadcasts. 

Elva has instituted Rebekah Lodge No. 16. 
The Legion Ball Tournament will be held August 

2nd. 
The Annual Field Day was held at the Dominion 

Reclamation Station with 150 farmers and families in 
attendance. While the men were touring the fields 
and viewing the machinery the women were shown 
the garden and discussed their problems on horticul
ture, bees, and poultry. 

Working in conjunction with the Provincial Farm 
Help Service, farmers of the southwest now have the 
assistance of 100 German prisoners of war to assist in 
stooking. A minimum of 10,000 acres had to be 
assigned before assistance was available. A camp is 
located on River Park grounds. Prisoners are ade
quately guarded at all times and transported where 
needed with government trucks by 8:00 a.m. 

A shortage of help has been responsible for much 
of the grain being threshed from windrows. One 
hundred and fifty more men are needed but they are 
just not available. 

The meat rationing order effective this week hit 
farmers in this area hard when they are trying to get 
the crop off and have gangs of 10-15 men to feed. 
M.P.1. Art Ross was instrumental in "orders to al
leviate the situation to some extent." A National 
Clothing Drive starts October 1, 1945. The local 
committee consists of: Convenor Mrs. F. C. Wilson, 
Mesdames G. H. Hoover, A. Fraser, L. McFarlane, 
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W. T. Davey, H. P. Musson, N. House, Mr. L. H. 
Morrow and Mr. W. F. Clarke. 

Canada had very little meat rationing during the 
war with the rationing being relieved somewhat by 
the end of October. 

The 9th Victory Loan opened. Monies are 
needed to bring men home, to care for wounded and 
to feed and clothe people in war tom countries. The 
objective of the Arthur Unit is $549,000.00. Unit 
Chairman H. L. Morrow reports complete results of 
$648,500.00. . 

1. R. Pitt was successful in Arthur Constituency, 
having a majority of 715. 

Miss Vera Brimacombe received the news that 
the Melita telephone central has been awarded 2nd 
prize for the best kept interior. 

The R.C.M.P. will be taking over town police 
duty December 1st represented by Constable 1. 
McLeod. Constable Scott will retire after serving 30 
years. 

A waterworks survey will be underway shortly. 
Gunner Jack Bennet of Coulter was honoured by 

a movie. A camera was on the boat Carfu when she 
docked at Southampton and he was seen in the En
glish current news reel. Jack has been prisoner of war 
in Japanese hands three years seven months. He said 
he was very lucky, in good health and hopes to be in 
Canada soon. 
1946 

Mr. Robert Love resigned his position as superin
tendent of the Victoria Sunday School after 12 years 
in this position. Mr. Ted Sterling has taken over. 

A Scotch Dance was held at Waite's Hall with 
music by the Milne Orchestra. Admission 50¢. 

A Long Service Medal and a Good Conduct 
Medal were awarded to Constable Bannerman for 20 
years service. He joined in 1920 and served in Melita 
12 years. 

Ice Revue '46 sponsored by the Legion was the 
premier event of the winter season. Rita Ferguson, 
representing the business girls, was crowned Queen. 
For three successive years the Melita Creamery has 
been awarded a company certificate in safety mea
sures (meaning no loss of working time due to acci
dents). 

Mr. and Mrs. Wes Nelson left for their new home 
in the Pilot Mound district. The former was associ
ated with the Reclamation Station here for a number 
of years. 

One of the oldest buildings in the community, on 
the farm formerly owned by R. M. Graham, was 
razed by fire. Part of the structure was the original 
store and post office erected in 1882 by Mr. Graham. 

A water project survey was made here this week 
by 1. H. Porter of Portage la Prairie. 



Daylight Saving Time will come into effect May 
12th in Winnipeg and Brandon. This is a Dominion 
regulation but moving clocks ahead one hour is en
tirely in the hands of the municipalities. 

As a result of the work done on the north section 
of Main Street and additional parking space, centre 
parking on Main Street has been discontinued by 
action of the Town Council. 

During six long years of war, farm parents gave 
up 400,000 sons and daughters to armed forces and 
industry in the fight for freedom. Meantime hard 
pressed, hard worked, older farm people have in
creased food production for the cause by more than 
40%. They rallied with one thought: "Save our soil 
and our heritage with our flesh and blood for freedom 
and democracy." Thus we will celebrate "Salute of 
Agriculture" the week of June 17th. 

The Champion farm, seven miles southeast of 
Melita, suffered heavy loss by fire. A barn, two lean
to additions, granaries, caboose, and chicken house 
were razed. The roof of the house was practically 
destroyed. Often midst tragedy, the unexpected 
brings smiles. Upon checking the second floor to see 
that nothing was overlooked, a neighbour, Chester 
Whitley, spotted a Santa Claus costume belonging to 
Chesterfield schooL Thinking it an item of value, 
receding down the ladder, a flaming ember dropped 
in the old gentleman's face consuming entirely his 
elegant whiskers. Thus Chesterfield community 
holds the unique position of having the only clean 
shaven Santa Claus. 

Copies of two anthems composed by W. G. Job
bins and printed by Frederick Harris Music Co. , have 
been received by Mr. Jobbins this week. 

A violent storm caused extensive damage to Cliff 
Reddaway's farm, killing two cows. 

A war bride, Mrs. Wm. Dunning and her four 
year old son, were welcomed in the community. 

The Buchan Folks annual picnic was held at 
River Park. 

One of the finest theatres in the west, the Stardust 
Theatre, is to open August 2nd. 

Fueling the old cook stove - Coates farm, 1946. 
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The Cecil Burnett house, erected in 1903, burned 
at Coulter in July. 

The two year old farm house of Herb and Robert 
Dobbyn burned. 

The Sixth Ration Book is to be issued. 
Compulsory pre-marital blood testing is in 

effect. 
An official "Welcome Home" was held for over 

100 Veterans, men and ladies. 
1947 

In January, seven inches of snow fell and was 
effective in tying up highway traffic. Railway service 
suffered extensively. 

A public reception was held in honour of Rev. W. 
Gordon MacLean, moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church of Canada. 

Louise Munro was chosen Queen of the Ice Re
vue sponsored by the Melita and District Legion . 

. The Town mill rate has been set at 22.5 mills. 
Last year's levy for Melita School was 18.7. 

Associated Commercial Travellers Amateur 
Broadcast commenced Saturday and was held for 
two evenings at 7:30 and 9:30. Betty Murray and 
Shirley Edgar of Lyleton took first in Melita. 

Crops suffered damage in late May frost - down 
to 17°. 

Presidents of the W.A. and Evening Guild 
were also included as members of the vestry. 

The High School Track and Field Meet at Bran
don drew 14 participants from Melita. Terry Robert
son topped the pole-vault record - he cleared the bar 
at 9 ft. 9V2 in., beating the former mark by 3 inches. 

Marlene Goodman took third in the A. C. T. Final 
in Brandon. 

Two hundred Ring Necked Pheasants imported 
from the United States of America will be released in 
Sourisford near Coulter Park. 

Fifty Polish veterans are available in this area for 
harvesting. They will live on the farms where they 
are employed, then return to the sugar beet fields. 
Daily or monthly contracts are available. 

The 13th Annual Buchan Picnic was held at the 
coliseum with an attendance of 85. 

A T.ll. Clinic is to visit Melita September 2 and 
3. 

A building and the contents, owned by Mrs. E. 
M. Graham was burned. 

The new bank hours are 9 to 11 Saturday. 
A town by-law to regulate gas station hours is 

proposed. All service stations are to remain open 
from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday to Friday with one 
station designated to stay open to 10 p.m. on a rota
tion basis. 

District Deputy Harry L. Morrow officiated at 
Masonic District #6 which includes Reston, 



Napinka, Deloraine, Hartney, Elgin, Souris, Minto 
and Melita. 

The Women's Institute board meeting of the 
South West District was held at the Metropolitan 
Hotel with Mrs. Palmer of Waskada presiding. Fif
teen locals were present. 

The Ladies Auxiliary British Empire Service 
Legaue, invited the veterans of the Boer War, World 
Wars I and II to a special social evening in Waite's 
Hall. 
1948 

Sixty-five births were reported in Melita in 1947, 
30 males and 35 females. 

The tightest restrictions in history have been im
posed on local highways. The restriction is three 
tons, including vehicle, from Halls Bridge near 
Griswold to Melita, so only empty trucks are permit
ted. No. 22 (presently 83) south is only passible for 
car traffic and to Pierson is closed. It is almost 
impassible between Melita and Pipestone. Melita to 
Medora is in very bad condition as well. The Depart
ment of Public Works stationed a snowplow in Melita 
last fall, but general opinion is the machine had not 
been used to advantage. 

The Souris flood exceeds the 1916 level here, as 
considerable acres are flooded in the Sourisford area 
and northwest of Napinka. School field day was 
cancelled due to the flood. 

A heat wave hit May 19 - it reached 94°. 
The Associated Commercial Travellers' Broad

cast had the highest amount of funds raised. 
Georgina Lawson placed first and goes to the final in 
Brandon. 

The races were rained out. 
Curlers turned the first sod for a new four-sheet 

rink. 
The first complete dial area to be set up is coming 

to Melita. The erection of a new telephone building is 
well underway. 

Melita is to have a Kindergarten as a community 
project in the Parish Hall. Hours, Monday through 
Friday, are nine to 12 noon. Mrs. E. H. Bedford is the 
teacher with volunteer helpers. 
1949 

An accident occurred between a coupe and a train 
with the occupants, Goldie Wren, Robert Lawrence 
and Blaine Thierry receiving minor injuries. 

The United Church young adults presented 
"Spring Fever", a three act farce, in the Star Dust 
Theatre. 

Dogs are killing deer, presenting a big problem. 
Farmers are to carry guns to shoot dogs. 

The death of T. C. Bullock occurred recent! y. He 
organized the milling trade in Melita and married 
Martha M. Brown of Melita. 
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R. Dobbyn celebrated his 99th birthday this Ap
ril. 

The flood tops the 1948 flood levels. 
Arthur is listed as one of the municipalities in the 

Manitoba Power Commission, plans for rural elec
trification. 

The Cameron and Wilson Garage, is headquar
ters for Terry Aircraft Services for crop spraying. 

The Christ Church sponsored the Flower and 
Garden Show for 4 municipalities. 

The Buchan Folks enjoyed their 15th birthday 
with a record attendance. This was in the form of a 
picnic with entertainment. 

The Melita Girls' Quartette was tops at the 
Pipestone Associated Commercial Travellers' Broad
cast. This consisted of Barbara Ross, Melba Loucks, 
Kay Watson and Norma Rae Gould. These girls 
placed third for talent at Brandon. 

The Melita Canada Packers Creamery took top 
honors at the Western Fair at Windsor, Ontario. 

A public meeting discussed dial telephone for 
Melita area with the boundaries being the main dis
pute. 

Two licence plates will be required in 1950 once 
again, the first since 1944. 

A successful flower show was held in the Parish 
Hall- sponsored by Christ Church and Rev. Sorge. 

In the 1940's and 50's again we had a large Sun
day School. Highlights of the year were the annual 
Christmas Concert and congregational party. "White 
Gift Sunday" was the first Sunday in Advent when 
each child brought a gift for a boy or girl. The gifts 
were then sent to a far north community to delight 
children in isolated places. 

1950 
The new curling rink at Coulter hosted its first 

bonspiel. 
A World Day of Prayer was held at Victoria 

United Church February 24. 
A public meeting re: the hospital, was sponsored 

by the Kinsmen. 
April storms bring season's snowfall to 58". Six 

inches of snow and rain were received May 6th. 
Snow fall now reaches 81". Power was off from 
Friday afternoon to Saturday noon. 

R. 1. Dobbyn celebrates his 100th Birthday. 
The snowplow went to Lyleton from Souris 

through seven foot drifts on May 8th. 
A recital of Mrs. B. C. Hill's piano pupils was 

held. Lunch was served by the mothers with proceeds 
for the Manitoba Flood Relief. 

The Silver Jubilee of the United Church was 
celebrated in June. 



A Melita-Vancouver picnic is to be held in 
Stanley Park. 

Wet weather this October slows harvest which is 
only half completed. Temperatures ranging from a 
high of 45° to 57° to lows of 24° were recorded. 
1951 

An oil find at Virden, hikes fever in southwest 
Manitoba, coming on the heels of the Souris Valley, 
discovery in Coultervale district last fall. 

March - Monday night's storm was the worst 
since 1943. Napinka's Russell Hotel burned. 

Drilling has resumed at Downey No.1 well. 
Delta Exploration Co., of Jackson, Mississippi, 

starts work over southwest Manitoba with a 15 mem
ber crew under Mr. W. L. Harper. They have set up 
offices in the curling rink. They will commence 
further series of seismographic tests. 

Mr. and Mrs. D. Morrison who are attached to the 
permanent staff of the Manitoba Telephone System, 
have taken up residence here. 

The Melita dial area was put into service by 
Manitoba Telephone System, July 11th. 

Thirteen hundred passed through the travelling 
T.B. clinic in Melita. 

The Champion bam bums on Sunday (Novem
ber) with the building being a complete loss. The 
livestock was removed. The bam was built in 1946 
when a fire took almost all buildings except the house 
that same year. 

Volunteers race the weather in new bam con
struction. Eight days after the disaster livestock was 
moved into new headquarters. The lower section 
finished, the loft floor laid, rafter material has been 
cut ready to go ahead. 
1952 

Jack Northam, manager, and staff of Melita 
Creamery won trophy at the Manitoba Dairy Con
vention for butter. 

The Melita Community Club staged a very suc
cessful play. 

Alfred Burton caught one of the biggest fish 
(pike) ever to be caught in the Souris River (15 lbs. 6 
oz. - 43V4" long). 

Mrs. Hill's music class held a recital. 
The Kinsmen are in charge of "Ron Banks Day" 

assisted by the baseball clubs of the district. 
Jim Yeo received over $15 per acre for an oil lease 

being the highest price in this area. 
The TUston well is flowing, and testing is being 

done at Waskada. 
Highway building continues west by Barager 

Construction Co.; eight miles of No.3 and No. 22 
highways west of Melita are being constructed. 

Entries from Canada Packers, Melita Creamery 
were among winning classes at the Canadian Na-
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tional Exhibition in Toronto and the London, Ontario 
Show. 

Gerry McKinney, son of John McKinney, is miss
ing in Korea. To our knowledge he is the only young 
man from this area serving in Korea. 
1953 

Melita No. 22 Highway is now International No. 
83. 

The Kinsmen Kamival and Ice Show is being 
sponsored by local Kinsmen. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Wren celebrated their "Gold
en Wedding" Anniversary on March 25th. 

Gerry McKinney is a Korean prisoner. 
Myrna Bell writes the best essay on Cancer and 

receives congratulations from the Cancer Research 
Institution along with a $20 cheque. 

The Holden Block, a Melita landmark, has been 
removed to make way for a new furniture store. 

Queen '8 Coronation Celebrations are planned in
cluding a parade, service at the Cenotaph at Memori
al Park, a baseball tournament at River Park and 
entertainment in the evening. The Legion has en
gaged a 65 piece high school band of Bottineau for 
the day. Weather marred the occasion during the 
early part of the day, and had ball games carried on 
the crowds would have been outstanding. 

Eleven lodges celebrated Loyal Orange with a 
parade and sports day. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Allenby, and Mr. and Mrs. 
R. Love celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniver
saries. 

A burglary occurred at Barker's Store. Ed 
Muckle, from Kenora was caught and the goods 
recovered. 

A Legion Stag welcomed Gerry McKinney who 
returned this week. He enlisted at 17 and went over
seas to the Korean theatre with the Royal Canadian 
Regiment in April, 1952. He was reported missing 
October 23 and was a prisoner of war last spring. He 
was released in an exchange plan. He was captured at 
"Hill 355" . 

Polio patients, Joyce and Margaret Dobbyn (A. 
E. Dobbyn), Mrs. Edward Smidtke, and Mrs. R. 
Ramsey are all improving. Rose Marie Dobbyn is 
under observation. Theatre restrictions are removed 
and town activity is resuming. 

A Monster Fun Fair sponsored by the Legion in 
aid of the Community Memorial Hall's completion, 
was held. 

Polio Insurance is available in many ads. 
William Kilkenny, of Melita was one of the win

ners in the wheat competition at the World's Fair in 
Chicago. 



1954 
The second Melita Reunion in St. James Church, 

Winnipeg, was held. 
The bonspiel was postponed until March due to a 

long mild spell. 
The Customs Port at Coulter had a busy week -end 

because of the institution of Cinemascope at the 
Gateway Theatre in Westhope. One hundred ninety
three cars, containing 756 passengers, cleared the 
port during the day, on Sunday alone. 

The rainfall since Saturday was the highest in 
years. The rain gauge at the Reclamation station read 
4.09 inches. 

The attendance at the tuberculosis survey in 
Melita last week was most encouraging to local offi
cials. Mrs. 1. D. Larway is in charge of the arrange
ments and Don Cameron is secretary. During the two 
days 1,217 passed through the clinic. 

The Reclamation Station's Field Day was well 
attended with over 300 visitors. 

The Kinsmen Club of Melita donated $15,000 to 
the new hospital. 

A military medal for gallantry was awarded to 
Gerry McKinney, a Korean veteran. 

Elva's Frontier Night was original and popUlar. 
This was the second annual one held in the Lo.O.F. 
Hall which was modelled after a saloon of earlier 
times. It contained a lunch bar, wheels of fortune and 
games of chance. The main part of the floor was 
saved for dancing. 

Melita handles the heaviest mail on record in 
December - Tuesday night topped out at 50 bags. 
Other nights averaged 30-35 bags. 

1955 
Ken Carels, on the way to curl in Souris, reported 

seeing a crow. Forty-nine and one-half inches of 
snow has been received, and since March 17th nine 
and a quarter inches together with high winds, has 
blocked roads, etc. 

"Gone With The Wind" -on wide screen and in 
colour - is showing at the Strand Theatre. Admis
sion 50¢. 

William Douglas Armstrong (son of Rev. 
Armstrong) received his B.A. at the University of 
Manitoba. 

W. H. V. Smiley completed 44 years service with 
the C.P.R. and is leaving Melita. 

Thirteen hundred young pheasants were released 
at Sourisford. 

Mrs. Clara McJannett, the only resident in Melita 
who has lived 64 consecutive years in town, cele
brated her 81st birthday on July 18. 

A mobile home site was purchased from H. Dob
byn consisting of 17 lots. 
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The first baby born in the new hospital was Fred
erick Foumie, son of Mr. and Mrs. Allan Foumie. 

Alex Leslie is the Kinsman Kar winner. 
A Memorial Cross was presented to the Church 

by the late Cecil Parham. The cross was made by the 
Rector, the late Rev. Joseph Lockett. The names of 
deceased members of the congregation are engraved 
on small brass individual plaques. These plaques can 
be placed on the cross by relatives or friends who 
wish to do so. 

A money-making project was begun by the 
Sunday School in 1955, "The Birthday Calen
dar" . It has continued to be published until the pres
ent time 1982. The canvassing for birthdays and 
the business advertisements had been done annually 
by the Sunday School teachers, Women's Guild and 
the Evening Guild. 
1956 

Quicksand halts work on the sewer lift station. 
The Good Deed Club award was won by Roberta 

Walker. 
The C.P.R. plans a drastic cut in branch pas

senger service. 
Melita Women's Institute gathers material for 

history. 
Anthony Kwolek retires after 41 years with the 

C.P.R. 
The March snowfall puts the winter total to 63 

inches. 
North No. 83 highway, building to Melita this 

year. 
Truck mail service started this May. 
Vera Brimacombe retired as chief telephone oper

ator. 
The waterworks are ready for use. 
A large timber wolf was shot by Dale Rollins 

May 18th in the Bede district. It weighed 114 pounds. 
A polio vaccine is available for residents. 
Thirteen hundred pheasants are to be released in 

August in Arthur Municipality. 
A Lake Of The Woods grain elevator opened July 

21st. 
Jim Downey won second in Interclub Showman

ship (calf show). 
The Dog Trials start at Broomhill. 
Nine inches of snow was received in early 

November. 
1. V. Parker brought down a banded Mallard 

duck. 
Tenders are being received for the purchase of 

"The Boarding House". 
A gold watch dated "1899 A. R. Myles Melita" 

(a pioneer Melita resident) was found near Watson, 
Saskatchewan. 

The Melita annual school concert was held. 



1957 
Dr. Val Kjernisted, a practIcmg Veterinary 

Surgeon here, has accepted a university appoint
ment. 

Because of a C.P.R. strike, mail service is by 
truck. 

The Legion Hall burned its mortgage. 
Voting favors liquor outlet. 
A mistaken identity was made - a gopher not a 

weasel was trapped. 
Russ Anderson wins the "Save the Sail" trophy. 
Bill Dobbyn is a defence man with the Victoria 

Cougars. 
C. Carels' car, stolen from a Brandon street, was 

found in Summerland, B.C. 
The New Era price is $2.50 per year. 
Water rates increase to $2.50 per tank and $3.00 

for six pails. 
Fish and Game is releasing 2000 pheasants. 
Walter Dinsdale was chosen as the Progressive 

Conservative candidate. 
Cobb Motors has installed the first private 

switchboard. 
A Man-Kota baseball league is organized. 
The Manitoba Government Liquor Store requires 

a building for Melita. 
A Rock and Roll Jamboree and dance were held. 
Lil Gordon retires from postal service. 
A violent storm dropping large hail stones rips 

through the district. 
A second storm lashes, causing some damage to 

the southeast, southwest and west of Melita. 
The South Antler dam scheme is approved and 

opposition develops. 
The telephone staff wins 1957 award for "Best 

Kept Premises" . 
The Victoria United Church observed its 60th 

Anni versary. 
The first snowfall of the year was received in 

October. 
Arrests have been made in the Liquor Store robb

ery. 
The Royal Bank starts work on a major exten

sion. 
1958 

Thirty-five thousand gallons of water were used 
for sewer and water in 1957. 

A well attended reunion of Winnipeg residents, 
formerly from Melita, was held at St. James United 
Church in Winnipeg. 

This is the tenth year for Kinsmen in Melita. 
The Brandon-Souris Liberals nominated K. 

Williams. 
A swimming pool is a nearer realization and the 

Kinsmen are pushing this project. 
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Jack Cobb is the Progressive Conservative candi
date for Arthur while 1. McRae represents the Liber
als. 

Coulter Park is due for a comeback. 
The Reclamation Station plans July 23rd, Field 

Day. 
The Department of Highways has established a 

roadside park on Highway No. 83 at Pipestone 
Creek. 

BroomhiIl was the setting for the American Dog 
Trials. 

Ralph Poston returns to Extension service. 
The theatre opens again October 1st, after being 

closed four months following the death of Mr. 
Kowbel. 

The Missouri River Diversion to Souris is in the 
news. 

The last passenger train ran Saturday, October 
25th. 

An Old Time Fiddlers' Contest was held. 
The Town has a new telephone office. 
The Belle Aire Girls place first on Associated 

Commercial Travellers Show on television. 
The Cameron Block has received a face lift. 
Presbyterians honour H. L Dyer. 
Manitoba Telephone System honours C. Parham. 
- Mr. H. Dyer due to his failing eyesight 

tendered his resignation as organist of Christ Church. 
He had been organist for some 48 years continuous 
service. 

1959 
Oddfellows present 1959 Ice Review, a Scottish 

program. 
The seventh annual Melita reunion was held in 

St. James. 
One thousand attend the opening of the new 

McLeod's store. 
Merchants agree on a ten 0' clock closing hour. 
Mixed train and service stops on May 18th. 
R.C.M.P. barracks construction starts. 
The district escapes the brunt of Tuesday's storm. 
A mild twister hits Coultervale. 
Six hundred trees are ordered for the hospital 

grounds. 
Snow halts motor traffic in early October. 
A square dancing program has started. 
Residents are digging out after the storm. 
The feeder cattle sale was cancelled, as the pens 

were emptied by a special train. 
The sports mans dinner, a feature of December 

lIth, was ranked high. 
The Women's Institute urges for a senior citizens' 

horne. 
A calf club is formed. 



1960 
Births of 21 girls and 19 boys were recorded in 

Melita in 1959. Six marriages were solemnized and 
24 persons died. 

Paton Wilson, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Wilson 
of Melita, has been awarded a bronze medal by the 
Royal Canadian Humane Society for his efforts in 
saving the life of 12 year old Donna McInnes of 
Melita, who almost drowned in the Souris River. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alf Boy celebrated their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary on January 26, 1960. 

The eighth annual reunion of former residents of 
Melita and District was held in (St. James) Parkview 
United Church and was attended by over 100. 

In spite of mild weather a very successful Car
nival was held at Coulter Rink March 26th. There 
was a good variety of costumes. 

The Roaring 20's Concert Party scored a big 
success. This concert was sponsored by the local 
branch of the Canadian Legion and played to a 
"standing room only house" in the Legion Hall. 
Keith Cooper directed the show. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred G. Ball celebrated 50 years of 
marriage on April 6, 1960. 

Lloyd Furtney was one of ten winners in the calf 
scramble at the Brandon Winter Fair. 

Melita Stockyards officially opened April 14th. 
These are owned and operated by Andy Johnson. 

The Town of Melita is to extend the water and 
sewer from Centre St. (Veterans' Land Act) west to 
connect to Campbell St. loop. 

The River Park Bridge is to be repaired this fall. 
Melita Kinsmen have chartered a bus to go to the 

Grey Cup in Vancouver. 
C.G.l.T. has been reorganized. 
The Melita Creamery exhibit topped all entries at 

the Toronto Royal Winter Fair. Section I, creamery 
butter, salted, commercial 14 lb. box, made during 
the month of Mayor June, won by Canada Packers 
Melita Creamery for flavor and had a total of 98.0 
points. Melita Creamery staff is headed by Manager 
Jack Northam. 

The Senior Citizens' Home was discussed at top 
level. Present for the meeting were Dr. Malcolmson 
and other government officials. 

The Belle-Aires (E. Cobb, V. Walker, R. Towns
end and M. Feader) starred in the annual Barber 
Shop Harmony Hi-Lights show in the Playhouse 
Theatre in Winnipeg with a catchy number "Good 
Bye - So Long". 

The crossing signals are now operating. C.P.R. 
crews installed blinker signal lights at the crossing of 
No. 83 highway east of the yards, as on No. 3 
highway east of Pierson, thus eliminating the stop 
signs. 
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1955-1960 The interior of the church took on a 
new look. To conserve heat the ceiling was lowered 
and tiled. The walls were covered with a wallboard 
and later painted. At the same time the church re
ceived furnishings from the now closed Anglican 
Church at Waskada, namely pews, pulpit, lectern, 
prayer desk and baptismal font. Much of the credit 
goes to the late William Adams for his work getting 
the walls covered. With these changes, went the old 
interior look of the dark v-joint, the board floors, the 
original pews and other furnishings. Previously the 
church floor was tiled, and in 1971 new carpet was 
laid in the Chancel area, on the aisle and the entrance 
porch. 
1961 

Mr. and Mrs. E. Green celebrated their 40th 
Wedding Anniversary. 

A surprise party and presentation for Larry White 
were made by Melita School Board. 

Betty Jean Downey underwent a successful heart 
operation. 

An ad was placed by the Kinsmen and the Cham
ber of Commerce regarding Sunday sports only 
being allowed between 1:30 and 5:30 by non-profit 
organizations. 

The ninth annual Melita Reunion was held at St. 
James United Church. 

Mr. McAuley was awarded a tenth year Elevator 
Master Merit Certificate. 

Melita M8 's held a square dance jamboree with 
Joe Johanson as caller. The regular callers, Wally and 
Ina Peet, were unable to attend. 

Mr. and Mrs. 1. 1. Morrow celebrated their Dia
mond Anniversary. 

Jack McJannet (son of Jack McJannet) repre
sented the University at the U.N.S. world seminar 
held in Sweden this summer. 

A variety concert "Country Style" was pre
sented by the Melita Players and was sponsored by 
the Legion. 

The Belle Aires took part in the Barber Shop 
Quartettes in Winnipeg. 

The response to the Library Weeks Poster contest 
was splendid. 

Lloyd Furtney was awarded the Victory Plaque at 
Brandon Fair for his Hereford heifer calf. 

A trailer park was opened by Cobb Motors just 
north of the Oasis Restaurant. 

Paton Wilson received the Air Cadet Certificate 
of Commendation for bravery in rescuing Donna 
McInnis from the Souris River. 

Group B of the Victoria United Church presented 
Mrs. 1. 1. Morrow with a life membership and certifi
cate of the Missionary Society and W. F. for almost 50 
years. 



Several fans chartered a bus from Souris to Min
neapolis to see the top rank baseball between New 
York Yankees and Minnesota Twins. 

The Cobb Sisters (Jane, Lynn and Myrna), who 
have been taking lessons the past three years, starred 
in a dance recital at Brandon. They were dressed in 
typical Russian attire and did a splendid presentation 
of Dance Russe at a variety program of 75 items. 

ArthurG. Wilson retired from the C.P.R. after 46 
years of service. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Crews celebrated their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary in July. 

Jean Laughlin was injured in a car accident near 
Douglas on her way home from Winnipeg. 

Heavy storm damage occurred in the southern 
districts. It started west of Lyleton and travelled 
southeasterly to die out east of Waskada. Earl 
Howden was injured. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Watson's family gathered here 
for a family reunion. Ten of their 14 children and 
families were present. 

John Shiels held a family reunion at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. G. BlackwelL Seven of the eight chil
dren were present. 

Mr. and Mrs. Yuill celebrated their 55th Anniver
sary in August. 

Mr. Percy Brockinton showed a copy of a tax 
notice of the same pieces of land owned by his father. 
Total taxes amounted to $5.04 and in 1961 were 
$173.60. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Watson have been married 
50 years. 

Letters from Lagos, Nigeria came to the New Era 
wanting pen pals in Canada or the United States of 
America. 

Norma Jean Steeves was crowned Antler River 
Junior Teen Queen. 

A car owned by Ewart Holden was stolen from 
Front Street and found out of gas at Glen Ewen. 

A Career Day held at Melita turned out to be a 
profitable day. This was sponsored by Wilson Memo
rial Hospital and Melita Collegiate. All guest speak
ers were from Winnipeg and invited by Mr. Grierson, 
Director of Counselling Services for Associated Hos
pitals of Manitoba. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marion Talmans celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary. 
1962 

The top story of the Metropolitan Hotel was re
moved. 

An ad appeared by Stewart's Lumber for coal on 
the track. 

Weather breaks record over recent years - 46°F 
below today (March 1st). 

Dr. H. Walters passed away in Florida. 

150 

Square dancing is active. 
Sunday fire destroys Elva Store. 
Mr. Percy Brockinton won at Winter Fair with 

Durum wheat; 2nd in open class and 3rd in registered 
class. 

1. Laraway retires from the M.T.S. at Melita. 
Ten farmers will have acre potato plots. 
An old building (the tailor shop) leaves Main 

Street and Feader's Jewellery is built. 
There is a big entry in the swimming class (131 

children) at the spring-fed Kinsmen Pool on the high
way. 

A heavy rainfall halts the harvest in August. 
T. V. Channel 9 is to be located at Melita. 
The Sweet Adelines have 13 groups here to enter

tain a capacity crowd. 
Seven digit telephone numbers are in use in 

Melita area. 
Young people form a Hi-C Group under Cpl. 

Beaudette. 
Seven inches of snow were received in Monday's 

storm. 
We have made sports history with the installation 

of artificial ice in the curling rink. 
The Melita Kinettes are sponsoring a Bombay 

girl. 
A three day Fun Fair sponsored by Melita mer

chants and Chamber of Commerce was held at the 
Legion Hall. 

Modern stainless steel churns have been installed 
in the Creamery. 

Machinery is being installed in the seed plant for 
seed cleaning. 

A burglary netted a big haul from Nield Bros. 
Garage. 

School Band sparks Fun Fair success. 
Night depository at the Royal Bank (Oscar Good

man, Manager) has been approved. 
Three thousand were here to welcome the first 

Santa Claus parade. 
1963 

It is the goal of the Arthur Municipality in the 
southwest to be the Provincial Cattle Empire. 

A runaway Souris Creamery truck hit several 
vehicles on Main Street. It was caused by faulty air 
brakes and had no driver. 

Bill Powne was made an Honorary Citizen in 
Winnipeg. 

A full colour travelogue was presented here -
"Planning for Manitoba's Centennial". 

The Galaxy Lanes Bowling Alley opened. 
The Kinette Fashion Show was a highlight. 
"Kingo" started in Melita sponsored by Kins-

men. 
Agricultural Awards were made to southwest stu-



dents recently. Harvey Dan received the Presidential 
Medal for 2nd year student scholarship and leader
ship ability as well as the Economics Trophy and he 
shared the Horticulture Trophy. 

A film projector has been placed in the Regional 
Library. 

The Scouts enjoyed a Camporee. 
We have had a week of rainfall. 
The first edition of the new press of the New Era 

has been published. 
Hair cuts are $1. 00. 
A total eclipse occurred (July). 
- A committee of Mrs. F. Griffith, Mr. Geoff 

Kirby, Mrs. D. Jobbins and Mrs. McLauchlin 
established an organ fund. Funds were raised by 
personal gifts from parishioners past and present. A 
new Hammond organ was bought. It was dedicated to 
the memory of those members of Christ Church, 
Melita, who paid the supreme sacrifice in World 
Wars I and II. 

A big storm Wednesday night broke the heat 
wave. 

Two horses were killed at Napinka in Monday's 
severe storm. 

Sunday blizzard brought snow for Christmas. 
1964 

Valuable chinchilla stock was lost in a fire. 
Jim Downey won the Presidential Medal for 

scholarship combined with outstanding leadership. 
Kinsmen await arrival of Memorial Park equip

ment for the playground. 
The southwest received wind damage in Wednes

day's storm. Barns were blown down and damage 
done at Coultervale, Lyleton and Waskada (May). 

The Melita Ukrainian dance won high marks at 
Virden Music & Arts Festival. Participants were Dan 
Bryson, Eunice Holstein, Eleanor Quane and Robbie 
Eyers. 

Critchlow's warehouse was gutted by fire Satur
day morning (May). 

Melita is a popular circus town according to 
visiting Carson & Barnes Circus. 

Bede school has 50th birthday. 
Grain elevators are congested. 
Barnum & Bailey Circus was here. 
The old town bell did its final tour of duty and 

was retired to the Museum. This has been a busy year 
for the Melita "Belle Aires" Sweet Adelines' Quar
tette with local activities as well as Minneapolis and 
Edmonton trips. Members are Elma Cobb, Mil 
Feader, Ruth Townsend and Vivian Walker. 

Winter has lowered the boom dropping 8" of 
snow (November). 

The Melita Creamery is successful at the Toronto 
Royal. 
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A Sunday blizzard is windUp for Christmas sea
son. 

- A Memorial Fund was established and memo
rial cards printed. 
1965 

Fred Wark receives injuries in plane crash. 
Food shortage looms as intense cold continues. 
Melita may be center of major oil area. 
A hurricane wind of 70 mph was a feature of the 

weekend, leaving many broken windows. 
The Las Vegas voyageurs are home with bus tour 

host Bill Powne. 
Tenders are being called for construction of a 

clinic in the basement of the hospital. 
The old fire hall took a ride and became George 

Andries house near the creamery. 
July "hot week" is the main threat to bumper 

crop. 
The top pelt at a New York Fur Auction was 

owned by Doug Jobbins' . 
Grain storage is a problem. 
Gerry Rennie was promoted to accountant in the 

Royal Bank. 
A cement silo was installed at Critchlow's plant 

for dry cement storage. 
Rain keeps coming and harvest slows to a crawl 

(September). 
Two Boer War veterans, Mr. Bert Townsend and 

Mr. Bill Clarke, were honoured Tuesday night. 
Eight head of cattle die in the river at Ross's Dam. 

This is a loss to Ken and Keith McMaster. 
The Toastmasters' Club draws interest and ap

plies for a Charter. 
1966 

Mr. and Mrs. James A. Jones celebrated their 
Golden Wedding Anniversary. 

Powne Travel Agencies' first chartered bus to the 
south left January 15. 

The Westman Regional Development Inc. for
mally received its charter with S. 0. Goodman of 
Melita as its President until the first general meeting. 

Mrs. Isobel M. Reekies' story "Along The Old 
Melita Trail" is now available in book form for $3.75 
per volume. 

Whooping Cranes were seen by Raymond Jones. 
Twenty-two birds were in flight, low enough to dis
tinguish, and view the size and beauty of this rare 
bird. This is about half the number that enjoy special 
protection in the United States and Canada. 

The Melita Curling Club inaugurated its summer 
series of Main Street Cash Bingos. Prizes are the 
same as last year: $1,000, $100, 3-$50, 10-$25 and a 
$30 door prize with tickets sold in advance. This is 
the second season for this program. 

A Teenage Safe Driving Rodeo was sponsored by 



the Kinsmen Club with Finlay McRae of Elva taking 
first, and Murray Cameron of Melita taking second. 
The winners get an all expense paid trip to the Provin
cial finals in Winnipeg. 

Paul Panton, formerly of Melita, staged an Art 
Show in the foyer of the Music and Arts Building at 
Brandon College on June 25, 1966. 

A very successful sports carnival was held in 
Coulter July 14 with 14 floats, several horses, deco
rated bicycles and individuals all led by the Melita 
School Band. Softball was the main sports event with 
nine mens teams and four ladies teams. 

Mr. and Mrs. D. W. Yuill celebrated their 60th 
Wedding Anniversary. 

Steam held the spotlight as old timers performed 
"A Recall of Yesteryear" on the farm of Wm. Adams 
& Sons when a steam-operated threshing outfit dem
onstrated the old method of harvesting. 

Daffy Daz, a popular feature introduced by 
Melita business establishments and the Chamber of 
Commerce in 1962-63, will be recalled for October 
14th and 15th. There will be free draws in various 
stores, a parade, a dance in the Legion Hall and a full 
evening of bingo. There will also be a free pancake 
breakfast, a performance by the Melita schools band, 
a Queen contest, Keystone Cops and dungeon. This 
is an appreciation program for business patrons. 

Arthur electors approved the Sunday Sports By
law. 

One hundred and forty-four senior citizens en
joyed the first senior citizens dinner with the hospi
tality of the Melita Kinsmen and Kinettes. 

The Arthur Council and the Library Board 
honoured Robert Banks in reference to his service 
rendered through the years. 

Centennial Choir 1967 - conductress Elma Cobb. 

1967 
The centennial choir, known as the Southwestern 

Centennial Singers, are developing a pleasing pro
gram of music recalling Canada's favourite tunes 
during the last 100 years. A cast of 47 is coming from 
Melita and the surrounding districts. Dr. Paul Jessen 
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has created ten painted scenes as proper settings for 
the group. Profits will be donated to the Senior Cit
izens Home. 

The Western Canada Tractor Pull, sponsored by 
Pilsners Brewery Ltd. and Melita implement dealers, 
was held recently. 

Gerry Barnes, son of Mr. and Mrs. C. F. Barnes, 
has been chosen from Melita Collegiate (Grade XI) 
as a Centennial Exchange Student. He will go to 
Renfrew, Ontario. 

Melita hosts 14,000 during Centennial Days, 
June 16, 17 and 18. The celebrations included a 
military parade and display from Minot, ball, a big 
barbecue, parade, tractor pull, go-go dance, centen
nial caravans, worship service and fireworks. 

Melita Presbyterian Church observed its 75th 
anniversary. 

Acknowledgement has been received of the ship
ment of books from South West Regional Library 
(Mrs. M. H. Ross) sent to the Centennial Library at 
Inuvik, N. W. T. Donar's plates were inserted in each 
of the books bearing the name "Melita Library". 

1968 
Doug Jobbins won reserve show championship 

with his Chincillas in Winnipeg. 
Terry Cocquyt was attending the University of 

Manitoba taking Agriculture. 
Lewis Miner received a special certificate for his 

outstanding service with Watkins Products which 
celebrated their 100th Anniversary in 1968. 

Colleen Lewis was Queen at Napinka Carnival 
March 2nd. 

Rev. Don Robertson of Melita showed films and 
gave a lecture at Tilston on Manitoba Indians at 
Norway House and Teulon. Various church groups 
attended. This helped people to understand the prob
lems of Indians. 

Mrs. Isobel Davey celebrated her 90th birthday. 
Cathy Brown and Bev. McCallum placed third in 

the Provincial Roll-Offs at Roxy Lanes, East Kild
onan. 

Frank Griffith was re-elected to the West-Man 
Board. 

Melita Little Theatre Group staged two perfor
mances of their play, "Never Too Late". 

Melita Hobby Club exhibited their past season's 
work. 

George Forster has gone to the far East (Saudia 
Arabia) on oil exploration work for two years. He 
had just returned from a two year contract in Egypt. 

Nield Bros. cattle sale attracted 2,000 buyers. 
The ranch has been sold to Jim Downey of Coulter. 

"Reach for the Top" winners at the Inter-provin
cial finals at Brandon were Laura Nield, Melita; 



Cheryl Goforth and Anne Boyd, Pierson and Bill 
Wray, Tilston. They lost out to Saskatoon in the 
finals. 

Ken Moore, who worked for Beaver Lumber in 
Melita, was made manager of a new store in Win
nipeg. 

Mrs. Hertha Downey and Mrs. Frank Griffith 
held their music recital in the school auditorium with 
37 pupils. 

Diane Townsend received several awards in the 
United States for her music. 

The Dog Pound is ready. The town by-law will be 
enforced. 

A social gathering was on hand at the closing of 
Coultervale School. 

Melita Chamber of Commerce had the pleasure 
of hosting the West-Man officers and directors. 

Cliff and Dot Reddaway attended the Interna
tional Flying Farmers 23rd Annual Convention at 
Hamilton, Ontario. 

A microwave system has been put up two miles 
east of Melita by the Saskatchewan and Manitoba 
telephone systems for telephone, television and data 
traffic between Regina and Morris. 

Mrs. E. C. Clifford was honoured on her 93rd 
birthday. 

An exhibition of Paul Panton's paintings will ap
pear at Kelowna, B.C. and Brandon this year. 

Wayne Elliott won the bout in boxing over Doug 
McDonald of Winnipeg. 

Frank and Eva McArthur win Manitoba's award for tourist 
achievement. 

Highway No.3 is to be widened from Medora to 
Saskatchewan. 

A crocus and a dandelion were found in a pasture 
of Stew Harmon's in November. 

"Back Home Days" in Melita drew large 
crowds. 

Frank and Eva McArthur, owners of the Dream-
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Five generations of males of the same family living at the same 
time is one in 30 million The Cocquyts, Paul and Bernard, 
were two members of such a family in 1968. 

land Motel, received an "Award of Achievement" 
through Manitoba Tourism. 

"Kingo", sponsored by the Kinsmen, will be 
held every Thursday night. 

A Mental Health Organization has been formed 
in the southwest area. 

Paul Cocquyt celebrated his 97th birthday at Kil
larney December 6th. 

1969 
Melita Collegiate Boys Manitoba Secondary 

School Athletic Association rink of Jim Stewart, 
Terry Carels, Grant Robson and Don Downey won 
Zone 9 finals in Melita. The rink went to Portage on 
the 24th of January where they won over Altona but 
lost to Glenboro and Grant Park. 

The International Chinchilla Show was hosted in 
Winnipeg where Doug Jobbins' chinchillas won the 
Light Colour Champion and Medium Dark Colour 
Reserve Champion and other ribbons. 

In April, flood waters swamp parts of southwest 
Manitoba. The present flood depth is 9.5 feet above 
flood level and is 1 ft. above the 1949 peak. Those 
who had had to leave the river flats are temporarily 
located in other parts of the town. Several roads and 
even bridges have been washed out. 



A sod turning ceremony marks the start of con
struction on "Elim Chapel" in Melita. 

G. C. Forster, former Reeve of Arthur Munic
ipality received a centennial medal for his 24 years of 
service as head of Arthur Council. 

- Mrs. Dorothy Denmark, daughter of Rev. 
W. Stocker, visited Christ Church, and placed a 
brass plate beside the altar in memory of her father, 
who had carved and built the altar in 1897. 

SOUVENIR 
PROGRAM 

&& A Community 
Sponsored 

Celebration" 

1870 MANITOBA CIMTINMIA&. 1IJ70 

II 
MELITA 

MANITOBA 

CENTENNIAL 

JUNE 27, 28, 29 

CO·ORDINATING 
COMMITTEE 

Rev. Don Robertson, Chairman 
(Mr. Oscar Goodman), Mr. Dick 
Filteau, His Worship, Delmar 
Loucks, Treasurer, Mr. Wes 
Codling, Secretary. 
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1970 
Farm Credit Loans top one million dollars in 

southwest Manitoba. 
Paul Panton is to exhibit art work in Brandon. Mr. 

Panton was born in Melita, Manitoba in 1935 and 
returned here to live in 1953. He is a onetime student 
of Canadian artists Steve Kapa and Joe Plaskett. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 27 
(Centennial Day) 

HOMECOMING: (Women's Institute) 
Headquarters in Legion Hall, Main Street 
Registration of Pioneers and Visitors 
Billeting-(Mr. George Ferguson) 
Courtesy Cars-(Masonic Lodge) 
Hospitality-(Legion Auxiliary) (L.O.B.A.) 

9:00 to 11:00 -
PANCAKE BREAKFAST -

(Kinsmen and Kinettes) 
-On lot north of old Royal Bank Building 

OPEN - In Elementary School Auditorium . . . 
MUSEID'I (Presbyterian Ladies and Oddfellows) 
4 H DISPLAYS (4-H Clubs) 

1:00 p.m. -
PARADE (C. Careis and Committee) 

-Floates -Horses -Machinery -Old Cars 
-Old Timers and -Dignitaries 

BOBBY GIMBY will March with 75 Singing 
School Children 

2:00 p.m. -
TRACTOR PULL (Chamber of Commerce) 
WESTERN CANADA CHAMPIONSHIPS 
(River Park) 
DRILL AND COMPETITIONS -

Tilston 4·H Pony Club - River Park 

5:00 p.m. -
BARBEQUE SUPPER (Kinsmen, Kinettes) 

Lot north of old Royal Bank Building 
(nominal charge) 

9:30 p.m.-
OLD TIME DANCE (Rebekahs) 
Dress: Centennial or Optional 
Legion Hall Coates's Music 



Elva w.1., 1970. L-R, Back Row: Mona Bell, Ann Gillander, 
Edna Roblin, Mrs. J. Patterson, Gertie Mason, Margaret 
Coutts. 2nd Row: Mrs. Lila Shannon, Devona Shannon, Mrs. 
Geo. Robinson, Doris Shannon. Front: Jean Davies, Dorothy 
McRae, Helen Patterson, Evelyn Roblin. 

HOMECOMING: 

SUNDAY, JUNE 28 

(Pioneers' Day) 

Headquarters in Legion Hall 
-Registration -Billeting -Courtesy Cars 

-Hospitality 

11:00 and 11:30-
CHURCH SERVICES 

All Churches - (Usual times) 

12:30 p.m. -
PIONEER RECEPTION -

(United Church Women) 
-AND
PRESENTATIONS -

(Women's Institute and Co-ord. Committee) 

3:00 p.m. -
INTER-FAITH AND DECORATION SERVICE -
(Royal Canadian Legion Assisted by Ministerial 
Association and South West Manitoba Centennial 
Singers) 
GUEST SPEAKER 

Hon. Walter Dinsdale, M. P. 
OPEN - In Elementary School Auditodium 

MUSEUM AND 4-H DISPLAYS 
SENIOR BASEBALL TOURNAMENT 

(Sr. Ball Club) 
8 - TEM.1S (River Park) 

5:00 p.m. -
COMMUNITY BASKET PICNIC -

(Eastern Star Lodge) 
Memorial Park (School) (See instructions on back) 

7:30 p.m. -
CENTENNIAL PROGRAMME -
(South West Manitoba Centennial Singers) 

"Let's Hitch Our Dreams to a Song" 
Musical Extravaganza (Legion Hall) 
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Elva celebrates Centennial in 1970. 

MONDAY, JUNE 29 

(Youth Day) 

-SPORTS -ATHLETICS -RECREATION 

9:00 a.m. -
MINOR BASEBALL TOURNAMENT 
(On Dome League of S.W. Manitoba) 
12, 14 and 16 year old divisions 

-Diamonds at River Park and School 
-Nominal charge at gate 
-Tournament in charge of league 

2:00 p.m. -
FREE SHOW FOR KIDS 

(Elks Club) Theatre, Main Street 

OPE N-

SWIMMING - (Recreation Board) 
Kinsmen Pool -Free Anytime 

GOLF - (Melita Golf Club) 
Townsend Course -Free Anytime 

BOWLING (Courtesy Galaxy Lanes) 
SpeCial Prices All Day 

2:30 p.m. -
FASmON SHOW -

(M.C.I. Gr. X & XI Girls and Kinettes) 
Legion Hall Nominal charge - Lunch 

10:00 p.m. -
YOUTH DANCE -
(M.C,!. Student Council and Co-ordinating Committee) 

Legion Hall -Charge at Door 



Percy Brockinton awarded Royal Bank Trophy for best grain 
exhibit in 1970 in Brandon. 

ANNONUCEMENTS 

DIRECTIONS 

INSTRUCTIONS 
-Public Address -Ambulance Available 

DIRECTIONS -
River Park-S.E. Limits of Town 
Me~ori.al Park-Next to Elementary School 
Swunmmg Pool-N.W., Next Senior Citizens' Home 
Golf Course-N.W., Next Senior Citizens' Home 
Legion Hall-Main Street, Next to Theatre 
Galaxy Lanes-Main, Next to fire Hall 
Elementary School-East on Summit Street 

HOMECOMING HEADQUARTERS _ 
LEGION HALL-Meeting place and information 
cent:~ for Pioneers and Visitors. CQffee by Legion 
Auxiliary and L.O.B.A. Billeting arrangements 
(see ~e? Ferg:tson). Courtesy cars for pioneers 
a~d VIsItors wIthout transportation. Registration of 
PIoneers and Visitors. 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST and 
BARBEQUE SUPPER _ 

On parking lot immediately north of old Royal 
Bank Building. There will be a charge for Supper. 

MUSEUM and 4-H DISPLAY _ 
Displays in the auditorium and east hall of the 
Elementary School. Open each afternoon. 

_ Attendant in charge. 
PIONEER RECEPTION PROGRAMME _ 

(Open to Public) 
LEGION HALL-For Pioneers ,75 years of> ·age and 
~re. Programme. follows rece1?tion lHatroQq.cing 
pIOneers and making presentations. Greetings by 
Dignitaries and civic leaders. 

BASKET PICNIC -
"91de Tyme" Pic~c. Bring what you will find pool 
WIth the rest. Bnng your own utensU:t and' cutlery 
etc. Tea and coffee provided by spon!i&rin!; East. 
ern Star Ladies. 

INTER·FAITH DECORATION SERVICE _ 
In charge of Royal Canadian Legion Memorial 
Park. -Seating for Elders -Programmes -Minis. 
ters will take part -Guest Speaker. 
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1971 
In January a wind-up banquet was held for Cen

tennial1970. A time capsule was packed and will be 
stored in the town vault to be opened at bi-centennial 
2070. 

The R.M. of Arthur officially sealed a capsule for 
the next 100 year celebration. 

Wayne Elliott won a spot on the Manitoba Boxing 
Team for the Canada Winter Games at Saskatoon. 

The Legion Branch honoured comrades at a ban
quet at the Legion Hall. Men of the second world war 
hosted men of the first world war. 

Wayne Elliot won the Light Heavyweight at the 
Manitoba Amateur Boxing Championship in Win
nipeg. 

Archeologist Leigh Syms and crew returned for a 
second season at excavation of a prehistoric site on 
the Souris River. 

The Mardi Gras was a successful event. 
Mr. and Mrs. Finnan LePoudre celebrated their 

50th wedding anniversary June 3rd. 
A J ul y storm lashed the area dropping three 

inches of rain in three hours. 
Mr. and Mrs. Geo Sterling celebrated their Gold

en Wedding. 
Melita failed to nominate a mayor. Gerry Mor

row accepted the seat. 
Sudden September rain and hail brought an end 

to the dry spell. No damage was reported in this area. 
Progress is taking place in all directions; new 

pavement is being laid on Main Street; River Park 
received added facilities: four barbeque pits are 
ready to use, wood piles are available, new toilet 
facilities are in place. Construction has started on the 
Hydro building. 

Paul Cocquyt was honoured on his 100th birth
day. 

Senior citizens were honoured at an annual ban
quet. 
1972 

The Antler River Historical Society was fonned. 
The Manitoba Historial Society bestowed an 

honour on Mrs. Borden (Mae) Dobbyn for many 
years as teacher and principal in Manitoba and her 
activity in organizing the community Centennial 
Choirs in 1967 and 1970 and other youth work. 

The Arena Board was given the green light to go 
ahead and build a new arena. Work commences in 
March. 

The former school is to be the museum site. 
An old landmark has disappeared the livery 

barn run by Jack Briggs is to be removed to make way 
for a car wash. 

A modern annex is to replace the old Pool eleva
tor (which was the Ogilvies Elevator). 



A welcome rain in July relieved the dry spell. 
A veterinary clinic is to be built in the southwest 

area. 
Melita Women's Institute celebrates 50 years in 

October. 
Flax straw by the stack is being purchased by 

Kimberley Clarke of Canada Ltd. 
The first hockey game in the arena was held 

December 14th with 350 attending. 
1973 

Eight males and eleven females were born during 
the year 1972 in Melita. Nine marriages were record
ed. 

Melita hosts the directors' meeting of the Cham
ber of Commerce. Representatives attended from 
Kenton, McCreary, St. Vital, Russell, Rapid City, 
Virden, Deloraine, Hartney, Crystal City, Killarney, 
Waskada, R. M. of Albert, Flin Flon, Elkhorn, Res
ton, Brandon and Winnipeg. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. Perry of N apinka observed their 
Golden Wedding Anniversary. 

The Kinsmen Ice Carnival Queen was UIla 
Stoecklein. 

An Inter-Faith Service was held at Sacred Heart 
Church sponsored by the Anglican, Penticostal, 
Presbyterian, Roman Catholic and United Churches. 

In March, Mr. and Mrs. John 1. Anderson of 
Napinka celebrated their 60th Anniversary. 

The piano and organ recital of 36 pupils of Mrs. 
Frank Griffith and Mrs. Frank Downey was held at 
Victoria United Church. 

Mr. John Beverley Robinson was presented with 
an award from the Atmospheric Environment Ser
vice for his outstanding long service in observing and 
recording weather elements as a volunteer. 

Louis Dobbyn, a Melita student, qualified for 
further competition in the Canada Games team. He 
jumped a height of 6 ft. 10 inches at the Saskatchewan 
International Invitational Meet. He goes on to the 
track meet in Winnipeg. Louis placed third here and 
goes on to compete in track meets until July 21st 
when the final Manitoba track team will be selected. 

There was a good attendance at the Demolition 
Derby sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce. Bob 
Burnett was the winner of the first event. Mr. and 
Mrs. Reg. Phelps celebrated their 50th wedding an
niversary. 

The "Buchan Circle Folks" had their 40th annual 
picnic in Melita July 14th. The society originated in 
Melita in 1934 with the object of bringing people 
from Buchan district of Aberdeenshire together. It 
now welcomes anyone interested in a Scottish get 
together. 

Camping facilities at River Park have become 
very convenient. Electrical service has been installed 
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recently and last summer water was put on tap. As 
well, a place to unload boats was installed. Camping 
fees are $2 per evening and $10 per week. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. Caswell and Mr. and Mrs. Wes 
Underhill celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniver
saries. 

An Inter-Faith Church Service was held at Elim 
Chapel. 

1974 
Residents were asked to cut down on use of water 

in January. One well had been shut down for three 
weeks due to corrosion and iron minerals on pipe 
screen, which prevented the well from filling. Acid
izing of the well should put it back into production. 
The combined output of water from the three wells 
per day in 1973 was 48,750 gallons. 

"Introduction to Metrication" in-services will be 
held in the Antler River School Division. 

Brandon to Minot Snowmobilers paused in 
Melita for refreshments. They were met by members 
of the Melita Club who accompanied them to the 
Melita Clubhouse where coffee and refreshments 
were served. 

The Souris River played havoc in the southwest. 
On April 25, 1974 only Murray's Massey Freguson 
building and Antler River Equipment remained dry 
and above flood waters. Residents with mobile 
homes were moving out of the trailer court. 

On May 23 more rains delayed seeding and 
caused more flooding. 

There was a large attendance at the official open
ing of the Antler River Historical Society Museum 
(see Museum). 

The annual meeting of the Western District of the 
Union of Manitoba Municipalities was held in Melita 
on June 28th at the Legion Hall. There were 117 
councillors and reeves, guest speakers and ladies 
registered. 

The Tourist Booth is in full operation. It is located 
a few steps from the Ev-N-Del restaurant. The girls 
who operate it are Deb MacLean, Helen Oliver and 
Darlene Gall. 

Building permits totalled $737,550 by Septem
ber of 1974. These include the two storey motel 
(Melita Inn), 11 new houses, four garages and one 
new grain and aircraft storage to be built north of the 
1. v. tower. 

Funtier Daze was a highly successful event. This 
was in the form of a fun fair in our spacious arena, 
both Friday and Saturday. Merchants are to be con
gratulated on their displays which were colourful, 
original and artisitic. The Melita Chamber of Com
merce and Kinsmen and Kinette Clubs should be 
pleased with their event. 



Work began October 15th to raise the height of 
the existing dyke in River Park. 
1975 

Melita students toured London, England. A 
group of students along with two members of the 
collegiate teaching staff, left Winnipeg by Danish 
Airlines for England. They were met by a tour guide 
for this educational and worthwhile tour. 

The Metropolitan Hotel lounge closed June 14, 
1975. 

A hearty welcome was extended to the Wally 
Byam Caravans in July. The arena grounds were 
dotted with silver caravans and many of the visitors 
took to the golf course. The supper hour and dance of 
July 11th was a highlight of the three day visit. 

The weatherman was cooperative as Coulter held 
their annual ball tournament. Over 600 passed 
through the gates. 

The Melita Creamery rates well, receiving a 76% 
rating for cleanliness inside and out. The provincial 
rating for creameries was 68.6% and all plants in 
Canada 70.3%. 

Heavy snowfall hits the southwest area. Cool 
cloudy weather prevailed Thanksgiving Day with 
rain and lightning. It was difficult to believe thunder 
had also been heard when residents awoke to a 
blanket of snow (October 16, 1975). 

In 1975 there were 36 building permits taken out, 
valued at $519,000. Melita is expanding to the north, 
as the new sub-division had 14 lots available in mid
summer and only five are left. 

- A New Altar Service Prayer Book was do
nated by Jack and Nora Northam, and a panel of 
historical value of Christ Church was placed in the 
Antler River Museum financed by the Women's 
Guild. 
1976 

The New Year's baby was born January 22 to 
Wayne and Sylvia Smith of Lyleton. Sylvia is the 
daughter of L. Wight of Napinka. 

The Southwest Concert Band formed recently 
involving students from Antler River, Souris Valley 
and Turtle Mountain School Divisions. Iverson 
Grove, music instructor from Melita, is the Director. 

A Sew With Knits course is to be held in Melita 
starting February 12 for six weeks. 

Alcoholics Anonymous held their first round-up 
February 28 and 29 in the Legion Hall. 

1976 was the winter of the big snows. After 
spring like weather at the beginning of the week 
winter returned in high style February 27 with drift
ing snow and high winds, blocking roads and drive
ways. Twenty-three inches of snow were recorded for 
the month of February, which included 2 inches on 
Feburary 27 and 8 inches on Saturday, February 28. 
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Deer are being molested by dogs. Due to the deep 
snow the deer have much to endure without being 
hounded by dogs. Owners are asked to keep their 
dogs at home. 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Simpson were honoured on 
their 50th Anniversary. The family entertained their 
parents at a surprise dinner at the Ev-N-Del March 
13th. 

The mighty Souris rambles along. Water is rising 
12-15 inches per day and is now only six inches below 
last year's level. The Motel By The River is now 
surrounded by water and Border Transport has water 
half way up the sides of the building. Students are 
helping sand bag Highway No.3. 

Melita is to host International Canoe Races May 
21 to the 23. This will be the first annual International 
Canoe Races and Derby, sponsored by Melita Kins
men and District Chamber of Commerce. 

The Antler River Horticultural Society received 
its Charter on May 26. Mr. P. 1. Peters, Secretary
Treasurer of M.H.A., presented the Charter to Presi
dent Mr. H. Pickett. 

A minimum wage rise is effective September 1. 
Eighteen years and over (in Manitoba) will increase 
from $2.60 per hour to $2.95 per hour. 

Cst. Judith A. Walker graduated from R.C.M.P. 
Division of Regina June 7, 1976. Troop 21 has been 
one of the first experimental troops of half men and 
half women. 

Wm. McLure received a 50 Year Medal in Free 
Masonry at a social held June 18. George Anderson, 
District Deputy No.6 and James Kennedy, Worship
ful Master of the Oriental Lodge in Melita, presented 
Mr. McLure with the medal. 

Phil Klein of Cobb Motors was presented with 
General Motors' "Grand Salesman Award" and Sil
ver Tray Service. 

Hail, wind and rain lashed the southwest area 
July 8, leaving havoc in its wake. Tilston and north of 
Napinka got the worst of the storm. At Les Rawlin
son's trees were uprooted when a twister s~t down. 
The Jim Downey farm also had severe damage to hay 
stacks, as the wind gathered in intensity. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Davis were honoured on July 
10th on their 50th Anniversary by their family. It was 
noted that 50 years ago they went to their wedding in 
a 1919 Model T. and on this day they were escorted to 
the hall in a 1913 Model T. 

There were 435 entries in the first Horticultural 
Show. Mrs. Annie Wheelans of Tilston won the tro
phy for the most points in the show. 

A social evening to honour Melita Telephone 
Operators, past and present, was held August 20. 
About 120 past and present employees were present. 
All reported an enjoyable day and evening. 



Greg Cameron and Rick Tilbury won the Men's 
half mile tandem canoe sprint at the Canoeing races 
at the Manitoba Games at Neepawa August 28. Greg 
and Rick also placed fourth in the five and one half 
mile recreational long distance race. 

A new trailer court is being established on the 
southwest comer of Keith Jones' farm, one mile 
north of Melita. 

Construction will start sometime this week (Sep
tember 16) on the lagoon cell which will cost $61,-
477. 

Mr. and Mrs. B. Innes of Elva celebrated their 
50th Wedding Anniversary. 

Maxwell Shnitka received his Commercial Fly
ing Licence from McCarthur's Flying School in Win
nipeg on November 19, 1976. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alex Murray celebrated their 50th 
Anniversary November 24. 

The Santa Claus Parade was held November 27 
with 29 floats. 

A band concert was held November 25. The 
Senior Band played to a capacity crowd who claimed 
the concert superb. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Jones celebrated their 50th 
Anniversary December 12th in Napinka. 
1977 

Sharon Ross was crowned Hereford Queen in 
1977 at Brandon Royal Fair. 

The hospital will be closed from April 15 to 
August 15, 1977. 

After many years of catering to banquets, etc., 
the Legion Auxiliary discontinued catering services. 

The stage is set for Canoe Days May 21 to 23. 
The Melita Art Show, May 14, was deemed a 

great success. There was a display of over 100 pic
tures. More than 200 spectators signed the guest 
book. 

One of many Shriners' Bands visited Melita June 
3 to commemorate the rink mortgage pay-off. 

Lieutenant Governor F. L. Jobin addressed No. 
83 Highway Association's convention supper June 
24-26. 

An informative meeting was held in the Legion 
Hall sponsored by the Rural Municipality of Arthur 
and Edward to acquaint people interested in the pro
posed Patterson Dam. 

An exciting hour took place on Melita's Main 
Street, Tuesday, July 19, when the Pony Express left 
Melita on its long trek of some 200 miles to Morris, 
Manitoba to signal the start of Manitoba Community 
Newspapers Association's challenge race with the 
Canadian Postal Service. Cameras clicked as Neil 
swung into position on his mount, to be the first in a 
line of twelve to whisk the New Era to Morris. 

There were 539 entries in the Horticultural So-
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ciety Show. Green thumbs are showing up every
where. 

A Junior Olympic Swim Meet August 27, spon
sored by the Royal Bank, drew an entry of 100 young 
swimmers. This was the first for Melita. 

Twenty-seven floats took part in the Santa Claus 
Parade. 

The Senior Citizen's Dinner, sponsored by the 
Kinsmen and Kinettes, was attended by 210. 

All roads lead to Melita Auction Mart which is 
handling a heavy run of cattle. 
1978 

The Kinsmen Club report a 90 1 x 261 addition to 
the Legion Hall is expected to cost $65,000. 

The Melita Lions Club celebrated its first anni
versary. District Governor Marc Marcino attended. 

A capacity crowd attended the Ice Fantasy in 
Melita. 

The new branch of the Canadian Imperial Bank of 
Commerce was officially opened. 

Legion members burned their lounge mortgage at 
a social even~n~. 

On February 8, a special service was held 
to commemorate the 80th Anniversary of the church. 
Guest speaker was the Rev. Canon Murray Ames of 
Boissevain. Refreshments and a social time followed 
the service in the Parish Hall. 

Mrs. Maynier, mother of Rev. A. 1. Maynier, 
presented a "Good News Bible" to Christ Church for 
the Lectern. 

This history has been compiled from minute 
books and other records. As there are so few of the 
original pioneers of the Church left to testify to the 
authority of this story, we hope much of it is a true 
record. Some of the records have been lost, as in so 
many cases of pioneer days. Lost are the church 
register of January 4, 1891; minute books from 1903; 
and the records of 1911, 1915, 1917 and 1919. 

Many, many, pioneer names appear in the early 
records, who were contributers to the Anglican Mis
sion and the buildings of the Church. Many names 
are probably forgotten in the passing of time, but 
some of the names must have been ancestors of the 
younger generations who live in the area today. 
1979 

Wade Bewski won a gold medal in the Manitoba 
Interregional Figure Skating Competitions held in 
Winnipeg. 

There has been a 15 per cent hike in hydro bills. 
The Southwest Area Choir sang at the Women's 

Conference of the United Church in Brandon to a 
very delighted crowd of Manitoba and Northwest 
Ontario women. This choir was conducted by Rev. 
Clark Saunders with Laura Furtney at the piano. 

Melita's Participark officially opened Sunday, 



June 10. It is located west of town by the arena. This 
was a project of the Kinsmen. 

Twenty-five floats took part in the Santa Claus 
parade. 

Two hundred thirty-seven attended the annual 
Senior Citizen's Supper sponsored by the Kinsmen 
and Kinettes. 

The Penninsula Club has dissolved. This was 
formed in 1949 and served the community as an 
organization for thirty years. 
1980 

Mrs. Alice Freeborn celebrated her 100th Birth
day January 27. Melita Lions Club's efforts raised 
$1,620 for the Telethon. 

Hon. 1. Downey cut the ribbon to officially open 
H & R Block Office. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Dougherty celebrated their 
50th Anniversary. 

The Boat People Project exceeded its financial 
objective. 

Terry Fox, grandson of Mrs. Marion Wark and 
the late Jack Wark, of Melita, started his run across 
Canada after losing a leg to cancer. 

Sharon Ross has returned from an exchange trip 
to Australia sponsored by the International Agricul
tural Exchange Association. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Scott celebrated their 50th 
Anniversary. 

The refugee family has settled into their new 
home. 

Fifty-six archers attended the Jamboree at 
Sourisford Park. 

Hay is being brought in due to the drought. 
Melita has a new ambulance. 
The Manitoba Action Committee is opposing the 

Garrison Diversion Project claiming it will have an 
effect on Manitoba agriculture. 

There were 619 exhibits at the Antler River Hor
ticultural Show. 

The Lions Club is sponsoring roller skating at the 
arena this month. 

A local rock group, consisting of Jamie Axford 
on guitar, Sharon Bugg on vocals and guitar, Lau
rence Hicks on bass guitar, Greg Loucks on drums, 
and Ken Storie on guitar, performed on the Lord 
Selkirk week -end cruise. 

The sixth annual Funtier Days were a huge suc
cess. 

An Old Time Harvest Windup was sponsored by 
the Lions Club in Odober. 

Six Hundred and Twenty-one persons visited the 
Antler River Museum this summer. 

The Nursery School is set to go. 
A meeting was held October 9 geared to organiz

ing the Melita Centennial in 1984. 
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Morrow's Pharmacy celebrated 50 years. 
Melita Hospital has joined the Eye Bank Pro

gram. 

Premier Lyon and his Cabinet are to pay a visit to 
the southwest area. 

Volunteers gave Galaxy Lanes a new roof uplift. 
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Mee celebrated their 55th 

Anniversary in November. 
One hundred seventy guests honoured Mrs. 

Amelia Wren on her 100 birthday. 
Art Woods found a Golden Elderberry in leaf and 

Dick Harmon brought in pussy willows in full bloom 
(late November). 

Two hundred sixty attended the Senior Citizen's 
Supper. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nels Couvier celebrated their 55th 
Anniversary. 

The Melita Band was heard in concert under the 
leadership of Mr. Lonny Schmidt. 

Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Vanbeselaere celebrated 
their 50th Anniversary. 

1981 
Morris Harvey Smeltz, a partner in Melita law 

firm of Smeltz & Holmes, has been appointed to the 
Queen's Council along with ten other members of the 
Manitoba Legal Profession. 

In 1980 there were 23 babies born in Melita, 
down eight from the previous year. Eleven marriages 
and fourteen deaths were recorded. 

Melita and Area Ambulance crew, made up of 13 
volunteer drivers, handled 87 calls in 1980. These 
calls encompassed 8,000 miles travelled. There were 
31 trips made to Brandon, one to Winnipeg, 15 to 
Virden and 17 local calls, plus trips made to Delo
raine, Napinka, Medora, Lyleton, Gainsborough, 
Souris, Tilston, Pierson, and Waskada. Rates for 
1981 are: to Brandon $70; to Winnipeg $150; Melita 
and area $16 plus 30¢ per mile. 

Mrs. Alice Freeborne was honoured on her 10ist 
birthday at Melita and Area Personal Care Home. 

Marie Jones, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence 
Jones of Napinka, won a gold medal at the South
western Regional Figure Skating Competition held in 
Killarney. Melita's Wade Bewski won a gold medal at 
the Manitoba Freeskate Competition at Portage la 
Prairie. 

Jack and Vema Renwick of Coulter celebrated 
their 50th Wedding Anniversary. 

Erroll and Eva Cuthbert celebrated their 50th 
Anniversary. 

The Irvine Skelton rink won the first Interna
tional Bonspiel. 

For the first time since the declination of the 
major fields in the 60's, oil exploration in Manitoba is 



heating up. Omega Hydrocarbons Ltd. of Calgary 
has made a major discovery 20 miles south of Melita. 

Centennial Organization meetings are held reg
ularly once a month to plan for the 1984 celebrations. 

Melita bands and choir placed well in the De1o
raine Festival under the direction of Mr. Lonny 
Schmidt. 

Heavy frost hit the southwestern area in mid May. 
Even the lowly rhubarb patch came in for its share of 
white magic. 

The Sixth Annual Canoe Days attracted a good 
crowd. 

A twister, or slight tornado, was experienced at 
the Melita School June 4th. High winds of some 
proportion ripped out the tin flashing on the south
west corner of the collegiate and an outside fire alarm 
bell was ripped off. The driving wind blew in doors 
and sand and dust swirled into the school rooms. This 
caused the air pressure to set off fire alarms. For
tunately, there were no injuries. The tornado ad
vanced to the Auction Mart and tossed bales for some 
distance. 

Michael Erik Jessen graduated with the degree 
Doctor of Medicine from the University of Man
itoba. Michael was born in Melita, the son of Paul 
and Mrs. Jessen and received his education here. 

A school play "The Emporer's New Clothes" 
drew large enthusiastic audiences. 

An extension to the emergency entrance at the 
hospital has been built to house the ambulance. 

David William Mallo received his Bachelor of 
Science (Geology Specialist) at Brandon University. 
David is the son of Bill and Delores Mallo. 

A local tractor pull team of Bill Lawrence, Ever
ett Barker, Dave Gervin, Pat Gervin, and crew 
brought 18 trophies from two days of pulling. The 
pullers took both North Dakota and Saskatchewan 
championships. 

The Antler River Horticultural Show had 559 
exhibits. 

Borden and Mae Dobbyn celebrated their 50th 
Anniversary. 

Ribbon honors and awards go to Mr. and Mrs. 
Herb Picket for a beautiful yard. Rules are set for 
judging by the Manitoba Horticultural Society. 

The Third Annual Harvest Windup and Fiddlers' 
Contest was sponsored by the Lions Club. 

Mrs. Mary Slack received a life membership for 
42 years of service with the Legion Auxiliary. 
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1982 - The four day competition at St. Cath
arines, Ontario, featuring the Divisional Figure Skat
ing Championships was an enjoyable experience for 
Melita's Wade Bewski, who took part in the Novice 
Men's Skating January 6th. 

Mrs. Alice Freeborn was honored on her 102nd 
birthday with a party in the Melita and Area Personal 
Care Home on January 27. 

Electrical storm visits Melita and area on March 
29th. 

On April 18 in an early morning break in, approx
imately $2,200, mostly cash, some liquor and beer 
and cigarettes were stolen from the Melita Inn. The 
19 year old man and juvenile companion responsible 
were apprehended in Brandon. 

Melita Annual Art Show well attended with 260 
guests. 

Good crowds attend the many "Canoe Days" 
events. 

Melita Presbyterian Church observed its 90th 
Anniversary on June 13. 

Snyder families held Century Farm appreciation 
day on July 25, at the home of Clifford and Lois 
Snyder. 

Doug and Marilyn, Mervin and Rene, Myrtle and Clifford Sr., 
Lois and Cliff Jr. 

Guest book at Arthur cairn dedication was signed 
by 130 guests. 

Early frost of August 26 damaged crops and 
gardens. 

Omega Hydrocarbons officially open office in 
Waskada. To date there are about 70 wells in produc
tion in the Waskada field. 

Elva Women's Institute observed 60th Anniver
sary on October 6. 

The Happy Chopstick Restaurant opened Octo
ber 26. 



Aerial view of Wilson Memorial Hospital and Personal Care 
Home. 

Wilson Memorial Hospital. 

Aerial view of hospital and care home. 

Melita and Area Personal Care Home. 
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Melita Health Services 
Medical Health Services 

Dr. Sinclair came to this part of the province in 
1882 and realized the possibilities that would develop 
with the coming of a railroad. This young man had 
the courage to take upon himself to have the N. W. 
36-3-27 survey as a townsite and named it Manches
ter. Because another Manchester already existed in 
Canada, the name Melita was later approved. 

Dr. H. Byers was one of Melita's pioneer physi
cians. He was born in Yorkshire, England in 1860, 
his parents being William and Anne Byers. He stud
ied at Leeds Medical College and came to Manitoba 
in 1882 to complete his studies at Winnipeg Medical 
College and received his degree in 1890. He opened 
an office in Melita that same year and remained for 
five years. He returned from Selkirk in 1901 and 
served as a coroner and health officer. In 1913 Dr. 
Byers opened a private hospital in his residence so 
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that contagious, medical and maternity cases were 
taken care of. His private nurse was Miss McIvor. 
During his long stay in Melita he won for himself 
many patients and loving friends. (See Dr. Byers 
family history). 

Dr. 1. Creighton arrived in 1903 and practiced 
with Dr. Byers until 1911, a partnership of Physicians 
and Surgeons. During that time, Dr. Creighton was in 
Japan and in the South African Campaign. In 1909 
Drs. Creighton and Creighton opened a hospital of 
five or six beds in Blackwell Bros. block on Main 
Street. It was a convenience to have an institution in 
town where operations could be performed safely at a 
comparatively small expense. 

Dr. Hutchison, a McGill graduate practiced be
tween Melita and Estevan around 1911; and there was 
Dr. F. L. Schaffner at that time. In 1911 Dr. H. Lewis 
took over Dr. 1. Creighton's practice and Dr. W. 
Creighton resumed his, in Bienfait. Dr. Lewis re
mained until 1919. Drs. Rogers, W. F. MacDonald 
and Montgomery practiced in Melita for a short time 
around 1890 to 1902. Dr. Rogers in later years be
came resident physician in the Royal Alexandra 
Hotel, Winnipeg. Dr. T. W. Blakely was in Melita in 
1915 and 1916. 

Dr. E. Campbell was also an associate of Dr. 
Byers during the early years until about 1916. He left 
Melita to direct the X -ray machine department at 
Deer Hospital in Winnipeg. We find a return again of 
Dr. Byers and Dr. Campbell in 1928 when Dr. N. R. 
Rawson of England purchased the medical practice 
of Dr. Campbell. He was a graduate of London Medi
cal College. His office was in the Royal Bank build
ing. Dr. Pearl came to Melita from Lyleton in 1931 
and took over Dr. Rawson's practice. 

In 1931 the Municipalities of Arthur, Edward, and 
Albert and the town of Melita were combined as a 
health district. The nurse in charge had her office in 
Melita. The province was divided into four sections 
and a general supervisor was appointed to oversee 
health matters. Brandon was the centre for the west
ern part of the province. A medical officer was ap-



pointed from each district. Dr. Robert Livesly was in 
Melita around this time. 

Dr. Jubb came to Melita in 1932 and lived in the 
former H. Morrow house until 1933 . He was appoint
ed Health Officer in 1934 for townships 3-4, ranges 
26-27. 

Nursing Homes 
submitted by Hertha Downey 

Several nursing homes served a worthwhile pur
pose in the community until a hospital was built. 
Mrs. C. 1. Snyder writes as follows: 

In September 1936 we moved to Melita to get the 
children to school as our school district had closed. 
Dr. Wilson contacted me and asked me to take over 
care of a maternity patient. We were living in Cecil 
Parham's house and it was small but we managed. 
The following spring we moved to Nettie Greig's 
house and had more room and eventually we had two 
beds for patients, and from then until the fall of 1939 
we had a total of 16 patients -12 mothers and babies 
plus one other patient. Dr. Wilson was the doctor and 
Laura Johnson the Public Health Nurse who helped 
with decisions. Dr. Greene of Westhope, N.D. was 
called to assist one patient. This was a licensed nurs
ing home. 

Mrs. Jean (Tamblyn) Adams came to Melita from 
Bowsman in 1949 and bought the former Byers and 1. 
Vanbeselaere house to open a nursing home. Her first 
patient was Gary Moore born June 3, 1949. There 
was a four bed ward, a case room and a small nursery. 
Mrs. Adams remained in Melita until 1952 when she 
moved to Deloraine. 

Mrs. Cora Forsyth had a nursing home in Melita 
from 1938 to 1948, with usually one patient at a time, 
but sometimes two or three. The first baby born there 
was Harvey Jellis, July 24, 1938. Her nursing home 
was on Ash St. and in her time, she had around 75 
patients, with Dr. Wilson as the doctor. 

Mrs. Mainland came from Elva in 1940 and 
opened her home on Oak St. as a nursing home, 
having space for three beds. Later she moved to the 
Greig house and then to what is now Miss Margaret 
Elliott's house. She retired in 1949. 

Mrs. Adam Carr moved to town in 1948 and 
started her nursing home in 1949 in the former Mrs. 
Gould's house. She continued nursing for quite a few 
years. There were other nursing homes as well. 

Dr. F. C. Wilson was born in Deloraine in 1892, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. R. 0. Wilson. He received his 
early education there and attended Manitoba Medical 
College. After serving in the first World War as a 
captain of R. A. M. C., he served in Deer Lodge Hos
pital in Winnipeg for two years and then returned to 
Deloraine to practice until 1934, coming to serve as a 
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Medical Officer and coroner for the Municipality of 
Arthur. Dr. Wilson organized a blood clinic during 
the Second World War which was one of the out
standing clinics in the province. He was interested in 
sports; was elected to the school board for two terms 
and was a member of the executive of the Canadian 
Legion. Dr. Wilson died in 1950 at the age of 58. He 
was very dedicated and devoted to service and so it 
was only fitting the hospital in Melita was named 
after him. On October 9, 1952 Dr. Donald S. Bruce 
M.D. established a medical practice here and lived in 
the Anglican Church rectory with his wife and son 
Douglas. 

Dr. H. W. Walters came to Melita in 1956. He 
developed the new hospital into an active modern 
establishment for surgery, gynecology and 
obstetrics, thereby giving the community the priv
ileges and care of modern medicine right at home. 
Dr. Walters was active in sports, particularly golf. He 
was a scholar, a man devoted to duty, a surgeon and a 
friend to the sick and needy. He retired in 1958 to 
Florida where he passed away in 1960 after 40 years 
of service. 

Dr. 1. A. Jemson came to Melita in 1957 to join 
Dr. Walters and Dr. Layng practiced here in 1958. 

Dr. Connelly arrived around 1958 and practiced 
until 1965 . He was a keen golfer, a hockey enthusiast 
and a member of the Kinsmen Club. 

Melita Health Auxiliary 
submitted by Hertha Downey 

The organization of a Hospital Aid for Melita and 
surrounding districts was held November 30, 1954 
which was to serve the hospital at that time still under 
construction. 

A large number of women attended the meeting 
chaired by Mr. H. L. Morrow. Several ladies from 
Deloraine Hospital Aid were present to give advice 
and assistance. Mrs. Jenkins of Deloraine was called 
upon to describe the operation of their organization. 
Mrs. W. Powne was appointed secretary for the eve
ning and the following officers were elected by bal
lot: President- Mrs. 1. Cobb; 1st Vice Mrs. C. E. 
Cornish; Secretary Mrs. Powne; Treasurer -
Mrs. 1. A. Ross. A committee of four members with 
power to add was set up: Elva - Mrs. E. H. Russell; 
Peninsula Mrs. A. 1. Yeo; Chesterfield- Mrs. A. 
Champion with Mrs. H. Robson as alternate; Bede
Bernice - Mrs. C. Slack. 

Fifty-five ladies attended the first Hospital Aid 
meeting from surrounding towns and districts: Bede, 
Broomhill, Brown, Coultervale, Coulter, Chester
field, Elva, Peninsula, Tilston, Pierson, Waskada 
and Melita. 

Officers and committees were appointed as fol-



lows: Purchasing committee - Mrs. Marjorie Mur
ray and Mrs. Jean Barker; Cutting Committee 
Mrs. Bertha Cocquyt, Mrs. Frances Tilbury, Mrs. 1. 
Hoover, Mrs. Strong, Mrs. C. Bell, Mrs. Grierson 
(Broomhill), Mrs. V. Thompson (Elva); Pantry and 
Vegetables- Mrs. Nora Wyatt, Mrs. Hazel Robson, 
Mrs. Lillian Yeo, Mrs. Isabel Davey, Mrs. Germain 
Gerlock, Mrs. Slack, Mrs. Wilkinson, Mrs. D. 
Downey; Finance Committee - Mrs. H. Ross, Mrs. 
L. Morrow, Mrs. I. Davis and Mrs. Wall. 

The purpose of the Hospital Aid is to add to the 
comfort, welfare and health care of the patients in the 
hospital. A fee of $1 was established at the first 
meeting and is still the rule, so a Membership Com
mittee was set up. The St. John's Ambulance Course 
in 1956 instructed by Dr. and Mrs. H. Walters was 
taken by many Hospital Aid members. 

The Aidettes, a group of girls, had a great desire 
to do something to assist the hospital. The girls from 
9 to 13 years of age organized in 1957. Their presi
dent was Ruth Steeves; secretary - Carol Simpson; 
treasurer Carol Williams. Mrs. Flora Cobb was 
honorary president with from 6 to 9 members. They 
held cake raffles, candy sales, a shoe shine, travel 
basket, ham raffle, and a table at the fall bazaar. They 
disbanded in 1962. 

Our organization was known as Wilson Memori
al Hospital Aid but in 1975 in accordance with the 
Provincial By-Laws, the name was changed to the 
Melita Health Auxiliary since in the future the Auxil
iary would also serve the new Personal Care Home 
and other phases of health care. 

The first southwest regional meeting was held in 
Deloraine in May 1956. Thirty-nine members at
tended. Mrs. Laura Innes of Deloraine organized the 
south-west district which includes Reston, Hartney, 
Killarney, Glenboro, Deloraine and Melita Auxili
aries which meet annUally. 

There were many fund raising projects when the 
hospital first opened such as cribbage and whist 
drives, auction sales, card parties in homes, pantry 
showers, Tag Day, Annual Tea and Bazaar. Through 
the years changes have been made so some of these 
projects have been discontinued. The Aid presented a 
silver spoon to the first baby to arrive in the hospital 
in 1959. This has continued for the New Year's baby 
annually. A bursary is presented each year to a stu
dent who plans on entering some field of medicine. 

Emergency exercises were held in 1965 to test 
hospital facilities in case of a disaster. The Aid mem
bers assisted with the plans, as well as school chil
dren who acted as patients. 

Florence Nightingale Day or Hospital Day is held 
around May 12th annually and for a time a tea was 
held for visiting and touring the hospital with the 
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assistance of the Auxiliary. Now a bingo is held and 
sponsored by the Auxiliary. 

A large number ofladies took the course given by 
the Red Cross in 1966 and 1967. Several local nurses 
taught the course which was most useful. The Auxil
iary sponsored two nurses for the Cardio Pulmonary 
Resuscitation Course held in Brandon which they in 
tum demonstrated at Regional and other meetings. 

In 1969 the Candy Striper program was presented 
and 14 girls took the Orientation Course. They assist 
the nursing staff. This program is still in operation. 
The Auxiliary presents the girls each year with pins 
and certificates according to the number of hours of 
volunteer service. The Auxiliary is responsible for; 
the Tuck Shop at the Personal Care Home, wipers, 
mending and sewing, Meals on Wheels, Candy 
Stripers, gifts to patients and staff at Christmas, and 
tray favors for patients in the Personal Care. Each 
year the members attend the southwest regional 
meeting and delegates attend the Annual Hospital 
Conference in Winnipeg. A representative appointed 
from our Auxiliary attends the local hospital board 
meetings. 

Presidents through the years were: Mrs. 1. G. 
Cobb, Mrs. 1. Barker, Mrs. Hilda Ross, Mrs. Kay 
Eyers, Mrs. W. Powne, Mrs. A. Wood, Mrs. L. 
Coulter, Mrs. K. Fraser, Mrs. R. Ramsey, Mrs. E E. 
Downey, Mrs. H. Rowe and Mrs. H. Townsend. 

The Auxiliary has purchased many articles for 
our hospital such as hi-Io beds, tables, and clocks; 
assisted financially for a heart monitor machine, 
wheel chairs, drapes, and other items too numerous 
to mention. Support is also received from the sur
rounding districts. Along with this, local residents 
and organizations have given financial support to the 
hospital. 

This was developed a very important and valu
able aspect of our community which performs a 
useful function in the operation of Melita's Medical 
Service and the Auxiliary appreciates the services 
rendered by the community as a whole. 

Wilson Memorial Hospital 
Wilson Memorial Hospital was constructed in 

Melita in 1955. It was officially opened September 15 
of that year. Hon. RobertW. Bend, Minister of Public 
Welfare of Manitoba, was present to declare the 
facilities opened. It was dedicated to Dr. E C. Wilson 
from whom it received its name. Hon. R. Bend is not 
a stranger to the community. He was formerly princi
pal of Tilston Consolidated School and a valued 
member of former Melita hockey teams which as
pired to Provincial honors. 

Harry L. Morrow, chairman of the Wilson Me
morial Hospital committee, presided for the open-



ing, 'Mayor 1. G. Cobb welcomed the audience to this 
long anticipated event. This, he stated, was a great 
day for Melita and the people of the surrounding 
area. Greetings were extended by Reeve Robert 
Melvin of Edward Municipality. "The smaller hospi
tal," said Mr. Melvin, "had a great opportunity for 
service and lent a feeling of comfort and security to 
rural dwellers when the prospect of illness was appar
ent. " 

Members of the medical fraternity present were 
members of the boards of Deloraine and Melita Hos
pitals; the staff of Melita Hospital; representatives of 
the firm of architects and the contractors and speak
ers for the afternoon were introduced by Mr, Morrow 
at this time. 

Presentation of Caseroom Table 1967. L.-R.: Kinsman Bill 
Russell, Director of Nursing Mrs. Pat Steeves and John 
McRae, Chairman of Hospital Board. 

Walter Dinsdale M. P. Brandon-Souris addressed 
the gathering briefly and offered his congratulations 
to the people responsible for the success of an institu
tion about to be placed in service. The prayer of 
dedication was given by Rev. Ian McMillan of 
Melita. Mrs. Jean Wilson cut the ribbon and ex
pressed her deep gratitude on behalf of her family, for 
the honor conferred on her husband's memory and 
his service. One thousand visitors toured the hospi-
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Presentation of Case room Table to Melita Hospital. L.-R.: 
John Wilkin, Pres. Kinsmen; John McRae, Chairman Hospital 
Board; and Kinsmen Bill Russell, Delmar Loucks, Jack Dob
byn and Rev. Nash; and Mrs. Steeves, (later Mrs. John 
McRae) Director of Nursing and Administrator. 
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tal. Tea was served by the Hospital Aid. The first 
doctors were Dr. Brandl and Dr. H. A. Kaye. (See Dr. 



Kaye family history). The first matron was Miss F. 
Burr. The first baby born at the hospital was named 
Frederick Wilson Fournie on September 24, 1955. 
The first New Year's baby was Wm. Darrell Hender
son born January 10, 1956. 

Bede-Bernice Hospital Aid 
submitted by Dorothy Rutherford 

The Bede-Bernice Hospital Aid was organized 
on January 7, 1955 as a unit of the Melita Health 
Auxiliary. There were 22 members that year with 
Mrs. Allan (Mayme) Wilkinson as the first president. 
Other presidents were as follows: 1956-57 - Doro
thy Shillington; 1958-59 - Marion Robinson; 1960 

Mary Slack; 1961-62 - Sabra Gould; 1963-64-
Gladys Pue; 1965-66 - Nelda Wilkinson; 1967-68 
- Isabella Clifford; 1969-70 - Shirley Slack; 
1971-72 - Leona Usunier; 1973-74 - Anna 
Schoonbaert; 1974-75 Jane Carr; 1976- Bonnie 
Vinck; 1977-78-Dianne Gould; 1979-80-Gladys 
(Pue) McInnes; 1981 Nelda Wilkinson. 

Four of the original members have continued 
steadily from 1955 to 1981, namely; Mary Slack, 
Gladys (Pue) McInnes, Sabra (Gould) Smithson, and 
Jane Carr. There are at present 12 members in the 
group. 

The Bede-Bernice Hospital Aid assisted with the 
fall bazaar every year and with the tag days when 
they were held. 

Some of the donations to the hospital were: two 
fans, an infra-red lamp, $60 for instruments, $100 to 
help connect the sewage, an out-door mat, a chair-lift 
($180), a single solution stand, $133 towards the 
stand-by powerplant, a positive pressure machine, 
$165 for linen, the outside "EMERGENCY" sign 
($158), a sewing machine in 1967, three pair of bed 
rails, a zig-zag sewing machine in 1978 ($350.60), a 
surgical lift ($1153.33), two Olsen-Nagir needle and 
scissors holders ($100), two clocks, a portable blood
pressure machine, a laryngoscope, and various 
smaller items such:its pyjamas, slipperettes, cases of 
fruit, preserved fruit, etc. 

Donations to the Personal Care Home were: a 
coffee maker, four-slice toaster, six comfort pads and 
a case of egg-crate cushions, two commode chairs 
($380), subscriptions to the Brandon Sun and various 
smaller items. 

Melita Medical Centre 
One hundred and fifty citizens were present for 

the official opening of the Melita Medical Centre 
which was held November 27, 1965. Mr. John 
McRae chairman of the Administrative Board ex
pressed the pleasure of the board that the centre was 
finally completed. The new facility was designed to 
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accommodate the offices and consulting rooms of 
three doctors. Keys to the centre were turned over by 
Mr. N. Stewart and accepted by Mr. McRae. The 
dedication was read by Rev. G. Murray Lake and the 
prayer by Captain Art Nash. Mr. Delmar Loucks, 
acting Mayor of Melita, brought greetings, as did Mr. 
Doug Watt, M.L.A. from the Provincial Department 
of Health. 

Dr. Sood came to Melita in 1964 but remained 
only unti11966. His practice was taken over by Dr. 
Singh who remained unti11973. 

Dr. A. Dizon came to Melita in 1972 and prac
ticed with Dr. Singh until Dr. Singh left in 1973. Dr. 
Dizon still practices from his office in the Medical 
Centre. (See family history). 

Dr. Deong came to Melita in August of 1981. She 
is practicing medicine here and has an office on the 
west side of Main Street. 

Chesterfield Hospital Aid 
submitted by Margaret Champion 

Following the opening of the Wilson Memorial 
Hospital in 1955, the need for funds to supply articles 
necessary to the running of the establishment and for 
the comfort of the patients was viewed as a challenge 
by the ladies of the Chesterfield district. At a pre
liminary meeting attended by a few interested par
ties, it was agreed to approach the rest of the district 
with the aim of setting up an organization to support 
in any way possible the hospital which had been so 
sorely needed and so long in coming to the area. 

As sufficient interest was shown, a meeting was 
held and a slate of officers was voted on and installed. 
Affiliation fees were paid to the National Office and 
the group then became known as the Chesterfield 
Hospital Aid. 

When possible, a monthly meeting was held with 
the exception of July and August, at which time the 
ladies were busy with haying and harvest. Each 
member in tum held a meeting in her home and also 
took her tum in office. Each was responsible for 
bringing money-making ideas which were then im
plemented to procure funds for articles needed. 

Over the years money was raised through serving 
lunch at auction sales, catering to weddings, ban
quets and meetings, bingo, bake sales, raffles, dona
tions, penalties, the mystery and birthday boxes, the 
travelling apron and auction of the baking box. All 
helped to bring in the needed funds. 

In 1971 the Chesterfield Hospital Aid severed 
connections with the National Office and changed 
the name to Chesterfield Friendship Circle. This was 
to enable the group to enlarge their services to en
compass the Personal Care Wing as well as the hospi
tal. 



Some of the donations made over the years in
clude groceries and frozen vegetables to stock the 
freezer and pantry, cash donations from a sale table 
and raffle, to the Melita Auxiliary from a bazaar they 
held each year. Other donations were blankets, crib 
pads, sheets, sleepers, story books and toys, cash 
donations towards the purchase of instruments, 
chrome table and chairs, rocking chair for children's 
ward, cash donation towards siren for ambulance, 
cash donation of $300 towards the purchase of a heart 
monitoring machine, cash donation of $325 towards 
the purchase of chairs for the wards, purchase of 
aspirating pump and intravenous stand for $450, two 
geriatric chairs for Personal Care Wing, rubbermaid 
place mat for tables and chairs in care wing, waste
paper baskets for each room in the care wing, five 
television sets for hospital as well as several cash 
donations to be applied where needed. A great num
ber of cash donations were made as memorial to the 
Personal Care Wing from the Chesterfield flower 
fund. 

We are sorry to report our history is incomplete 
as several years of records have been lost. Any errors 
or omissions are unintentional and we ask your indul
gence. 

Ambulance 
submitted by Hertha Downey 

A volunteer service of great value to the people of 
this community is that of the ambulance drivers. It 
was learned through Mr. Glen Chapman of the Win
nipeg Ambulance Service that Melita was the first 
area to produce this service in Manitoba and today 
there are 65 such services throughout the province. 
This has been a communication service and one 
which has seen tremendous strides in this "care de
velopment" . 

Prior to 1968, M. R. Eyers operated an am
bulance service in the southwest area for quite a 
number of years. After signifying his wish to discon
tinue this service, the hospital board convened a 
meeting of the councils in the immediate area namely 
the R.M. 's of Edward, Arthur, and the south half of 
Albert, the Town of Melita and the Village of 
Napinka. This group decided to initiate an am
bulance service. It is operated by volunteer drivers, 
with charges to cover operating and out-of-pocket 
expenses. 

In September 1968, 13 drivers who received the 
St. John's first aid course certificates were: Clark 
Snyder, Ev. Barker, Bill Russell, John Louttit, N. 
Cheyne, Ken Carels, Jim Cheyne, Wayne Dil
libough, Mel Davis, Murray Green, Delmar Loucks, 
Bud Anderson and Bob Peel. 
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First ambulance drivers to complete First Aid Course. L.-R., 
Back: Norman Cheyne, Ken Carels, Jim Cheyne, Delmar 
Loucks, Mel Davis. Front: Clark Snyder, Everett Barker, Bill 
Russell, John Louttit. 

A new ambulance was purchased in June of 1973. 
This unit was equipped with two-way radios. 

Accreditation in October, 1980 was awarded by 
Dr. L. 0. Bradley to Melita and Area Health Centre. 
It demonstrates that the whole hospital staff have 
accepted outside appraisal and have substantially met 
or exceeded standards which have national and inter
national approval. It is displayed with pride and 
achievement by the hospital staff. A plaque to prove 
this honor has been placed in the hospitaL 

Personal Care Home 
submitted by Hertha Downey 

The official opening ceremonies of the hospital 
and personal care home were held October 28, 1977 
at 2 p.m. in the Legion Hall, Melita when 500 people 
attended this special occasion. 0 Canada was sung 
followed by the Invocation by Rev. C. Saunders of 
Victoria United Church. 

Chairperson, Mrs. Clarice Ramsey extended a 
welcome to all, remarking it had been both a priv
ilege and a challenge to have worked towards the 
completion of the new facility and that there were 
many to thank for their co-operation in the joint 
effort. 

Mrs. Ramsey introduced the guests: Hon. Bud 
Sherman, Minister of Health; Mr. T. Edwards, chair
man of Manitoba Health Services; Ron Reid, 
C.M.H.C.; Representative architect, G. McDonald, 
Winnipeg; Dennis Plett, Representative of A. K. 
Penner Construction; Mr. S. Lewis, M.H.O.; Mayor 
Gerry Morrow of Melita; Mr. C. Bell, chairman of 
district board; Mr. Z. Klimzack, Administrator; Hon. 
1 Downey, M.L.A.; Dr. A. Dizon, chief of medical 
staff; Ms. Pat Greene, Director of Nursing. Congrat
ulatory messages were extended by Mr. Sherman 
who also brought greetings from Premier Sterling 



Lyon. The guests in tum paid tribute to those who 
shared the responsibility of founding the Personal 
Care and said it would be a lasting service in our area. 

The facility comprises 20 beds. Each room has a 
bathroom fitted with rails, ensuring safety for the ill 
and elderly. As well, the dining room area is arranged 
for the convenience of wheel chair patients. The 
lounge features a refrigerator and stove and residents 
can snack with friends and relatives. 

The Melita Committee is responsible for 10 per 
cent of overall costs while the province contributes 
$2,000 per bed. The all-up cost per bed, allowed by 
the province including fees, furnishings, equipment, 
landscaping and construction but not including land 
is $15,800 as of January 1, 1975. The grant totalling 
$40,000 will be paid in four quarters. The first, 
second and third quarters will be paid respectively at 
the commencement of construction and at the 50 
percent and 75 percent completion levels. 

The Centre is adjacent to the hospital which was 
renovated for easier access to the Personal Care. An 
elevator to the basement adds the convenience of 
meals to the patients from the hospital kitchen. The 
centre marks the culmination of many years of work 
'toward obtaining a Personal Care Home. Each com
munity contributed to a fund for the centre, which 
serves Lyleton, Pierson, Elva, Tilston, Napinka, 
Bede-Bernice districts and Melita. 

The keys to the new facility were presented to 
Mrs. Ramsey by G. McDonald who in tum presented 
them to Mr. Z. Klimzak. The Central Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation presented the flag and a plaque 
to Mrs. Ramsey to be placed in the Health Centre. 

Dr. Dizon in his address said, "This is the occa':' 
sion we have all been waiting for, but the results are 
well worth it." Hon. 1. Downey congratulated those 
who had put their shoulders together in a joint effort 
to get something done. Father 1." Siezcarski gave the 
prayer of dedication at the hospital and Dr. Dizon cut 
the ribbon to officially open the Health Centre. 

Conducted tours of the centre were undertaken by 
the staff and refreshments served by the Health Aux
iliary. The pleasing combination of the rooms, of
fices and the spaciousness of the lounge and 
recreation area was most attractive with flowers and 
potted plants lending a homey air. 

The citizens of Melita and area can be justly 
proud of their new modem health facility and this 
structure could be considered a tribute to the pioneers 
and to those who have worked untiringly toward its 
completion. We can be assured that our loved ones 
will have all the cheerful comforts of home and the 
professional care they require. 
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Dentists 
In 1892 Dr. J. Bastedo, L.D.S. had his office at 

Cobbs Metropolitan Hotel. A Dr. S. W. McInnis 
D.D.S. of Brandon and a graduate of Philadelphia 
Dental College practiced at the Metropolitan Hotel 
from 1892 to 1902. 

Other dentists were: Dr. H. H. Black 1892-1893; 
Dr. F. White 1893; Dr. R. W. Stark of Winnipeg 1896 
and a Dr. W. E. Tweed of Morden from 1900 to 1901. 
Dr. Taylor practiced at the Manitoba Hotel from 1901 
to 1902. Dr. Alison Smith practiced from 1901 to 
1903. 

Dr. D. D. Stratton, first resident dentist practiced 
here from 1903 to 1917. His office was above the T. 
A. Blackwell Store. He left in 1917 to serve in the 
first World War. Dr. Purdon also practiced here in 
1914. 

Dr. Earl Jones, known as Chick, was born in 1888 
in Gibson City, Illinois. He came to Winnipeg with 
his parents in 1905. He studied Dental Technology in 
Chicago, graduating in 1916. He married Rita Ken
ner in 1923, having arrived in Melita around 1921. He 
and his brother Ray had a practice in partnership until 
around 1920 when Ray left for Brandon. His wife 
was Hazel Richardson a school teacher in Melita. Dr. 
Jones remained in Melita, and after 51 years of prac
tice passed away in 1971. 

Dr. Wood practiced here in the 1960's. Dr. Doerk
son was in Melita around 1967 and practiced in the 
hospital. A Dr. Lim practiced here for a short time 
around 1968. 

Eye Specialists 
Specialists who made regular calls to Melita on 

specific days once or twice a month were: 1902-1907 
- Kemps Jewellery Optical; 1902-1904 - Dr. 
Thos. Nesbitt; 1904-1908 - Dr. M. Mecklenburg; 
1907-1908 - Dr. Taube and son; 1908 Dr. Lati
mer, Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat Specialist at Met 
Hotel; Dr. S. N. King; 1909 - Dr. W. A. Vrooman, 
optical specialist with an office in the new Pharmacy; 
1908-1910 - Dr. Chas. J. Western; 1915-1923 Dr. 
Bearman, Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat Specialist at 
Met Hotel; 1914 - Dr. Purdon; 1922-1931 - Dr. 
Arklie; 1956 - Dr. Trump; 1958-1979 - Dr. Al 
Williamson. 

Public Health 
Public Health By Law No. 48, April 1, 1892 read 

"to keep yards clean, toilets cleaned twice a year, 
and not throw out any offensive garbage in yard. 
Keep live animals clean and bury dead ones," penal
ty not exceeding $50 and costs. 



In 1901, "vaccination of all people against small 
pox should be the order of all the Municipality. " 

In 1920 the Public Health nurse was visiting the 
schools. The Melita School Board was insisting on 
proof of vaccination, before admission of any child, 
as of January 1921. 

In January 1925, 50 children had been seen by the 
nurse at the Child Welfare Station. The station was to 
open again as usual in September but no one seems to 
know when this was established. The station was 
open Saturday 2-6 p.m. and Monday and Tuesday 
from 3-6 p.m. 

The public health nurse was responsible for the 
municipalities of Arthur, Edward, and Albert. 

In 1927 a child health conference was held at the 
Melita Fair. Most general defects found in children 
were in teeth, tonsils and being underweight. 

Some of the nurses were: 1920 - Miss Mill; 1922 
- Nurse Black; 1925 - Nurse Shaughnessy; 1926 

Nurse De Brincat; 1927 - Nurse Aitken; 1928-
Nurse K. McRury; 1931 Nurse Anderson; 1932 
Nurse E. N. Brown; 1935 - Nurse Barrett; 1936-
Nurse Henderson; 1938 Nurse Johnson; 1942 -
Nurse Hart, Nurse Smith. 

MEMBER OF HOSPITAL STAFF RETIRES 

Mrs. Agnes Moore (right) receiving bronze plaque in apprecia
tion of ten years service. 
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Melita Health Unit 
submitted by Bill Bryant 

The Melita Health Unit was first established in 
Melita in 1965. The office was first housed in the old 
telephone building, then moved to the lower level of 
the Melita Hospital. 

Dr. W. Marshall, M. D. was and continues to be 
the Medical Officer of Health. 

In 1974 the Public Health office was expanded to 
include the office of the Mental Health worker, Bill . 
Bryant, and the office of the Home Care co-ordina
tor. Mrs. Janet Sherman was the first home care co
ordinator followed by Mrs. Nancy Schmidt, Mrs. 
Donna Dale Jones and the current co-ordinator, Mrs. 
Doreen Davis. 

Public Health nurses serving in the public health 
office include Mrs. Berythe Boyd, M. Fryers, Doro
thy Barker (Kaye), Marylin Baillod, Merrilyn 
Nehring, Joan Vanbeselaere, Kathie Lalor, Mary 
Elliot, Faye White, Maureen Kitson and the present 
public health nurse Nancy Schmidt. 

Melita and Area Ambulance in 1968. 



Military 
Military Section 

The greatest love a person can have for his friends 
is to give his life for them. John 15:13 

Squadron of Dragoons 
The "C" Squadron was first formed in Melita in 

April, 1908 with Lieutenant G. W. Archibald in 
charge. 

In 1909 the "C" Squadron 12 Manitoba Drag
oons under Captain J. G. Rattray gave a good account 
of itself at brigade camp in Brandon: drill riding -
90; outposts - 85; horse Q & C 95; care of horses 
and saddlery - 90; care of lines - 90; dress and 
discipline - 85. Best shot badge was won by Corpo
ral Williams of Melita. 

The first annual Military Ball in Melita on Febru
ary 19, 1909 was a great success as were those to 
follow. 

In 1910 the Melita Department changed districts. 
What was to be known as the 20 Border Horse was 
being organized. This was to include troops from 
Reston, Pipestone, Melita, Weyburn, Estevan and 
Camduff. Major Rattray was promoted to Colonel. 
In March of this year "c" Squadron of the Twelfth 
Melita Dragoons became "A" SQuadron of the 20 
Border Horse. Through 1914 the annual camp was 
attended at Sewell. 

In 1911 Lieutenant Archibald became Major and 
the squadron was considered to be part of one of the 

Melita Dragoon, 1910. 
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smartest militia cavalry regiments in Western Cana
da. 

In August, 1914 the Melita Department sent out 
instructions for volunteers to leave for the east. A 
large number of citizens and the band assembled at 
the station to wish them godspeed. 

In November 1914 an impromptu farewell was 
arranged by leading citizens for local departing 
members of the second contingent. 

In 1921 Tom Ring visited Melita trying to re
organize the 20 Border Horse and in 1924 several 
members of Melita attended Camp Hughes. In 1925 
"The Black Cat" premise was being fitted up for an 
armoury for B Squadron Border Horse in command 
of Captain Art Ross. Captain Ross, Schnell, Snedden 
and others attended a Border Horse function at Vir
den in December. 

In 1926 the annual banquet was held at the Palace 
Hotel, with Virden, Elkhorn, Oak Lake, Lauder and 
Melita represented. 

The camp was moved from "Hughes", 10 miles 
south, to Shilo in 1935. Captain Schnell, A. and R. 
Lawson and George Dowse were in training at this 
new camp in 1935. 

Cadet Corps 1914-1916 
On June 14, 1914 Colonel E. A. C. Hosmer, 

Virden, Commissioner of Cadets was in Melita of
ficially. A cadet corps was formed here at that time 
with Rev. Forbes Robertson in charge. The boys 
received training and drill in the evenings when they 
held their meetings. 

The boys spent two weeks at camp in Sewell in 
July, 1914 and they presented a drama at the Opera 
House in October to raise funds. 

In December 1915 the boys placed fourth in the 
Award of Strathcona Trust for drill and efficiency. 
This brought a grant of $35 to the cadets. 

In the following year Mr. Eadie and Mr. Moore, 
both qualified instructors assisted Rev. Roberston. 



Soldiers of the Soil - 1915 
March 18 - Mr. Paris was appointed enrollment 

officer here. Messrs. Lamont, Estlin and Duncan 
were on a committee to look after placement of the 
boys with farmers and to see to their welfare. Boys 
between 15 and 19 years were eligible. In this way 25 
or 30 thousand youthful helpers assisted in keeping 
the Imperial bread basket full. Some who enlisted 
were Joe Donahue, Howard Kenner, Ernest Oxley, 
Douglas Sturgeon, Torn Park, Tim Oberlin, James 
Garrett, Fred Estlin, William Dingwall, George 
Pitcher, Frank Graham, Harold Edwards, Borden 
Dobbyn and Clair Heath. 

Badges were awarded after three months of ser
vice. 

Victory War Loans 
Victory War Loans were organized by The Do

minion Government. On November 1, 1917, a 
Victory War Loans Committee was set up in Melita. 
This committee consisted of: President, John 
Williams; Secretary, A. B. Estlin; and commmittee 
members 1. H. Kenner, R. Sterling and F. Walker. 

In 1940, a Victory War Loans Program was again 
established. All elevators in western Canada and 
theatres sold war saving stamps. 

Unit 37 included the Rural Municipalities of 
Arthur, Edward, Albert and Brenda plus the village 
of Napinka and town of Melita. 

I.S. Loucks Esq., 
DLITA, Kan!tobll.. 

NIGHT LETTER 

28TH JUNE 1941 

YOU ARE REi.EBY NOTIFIED TFl,\T .\ PROCLAMATION UNDER 
SIGNATURE OF T1l8 MINISTER OF NATIONAL DEFENCE ENTITLED 
A CALL TO ARMS WILL BE DELIVERED TO YOU TO BE PUBLICLY 
READ AND POSTED SOMETTI<E ON JULY 3".1) 1'11\ 4TH 1941 STOP 
EXACT TIME AND DATE TO BE NOTIFmD LATER STOP COUNCILLORS 
AIID PROMINENT CITIZENS TO BE ASSEMBLED~N STEPS OF CITY 
HALL OR OTHER CENTRE OF MUNICIPAL GOVEIRNMENT FOR THE READING 
STOP THIS NOTICE IS CONFIDENTIAL .00) NO PUBLICITY IS TO llE 
RELEASED UNTIL 9 A.I.!. ON JULY 3RD 1941 STOP 

SIGNED 
BRIGADIER ~J. RILEY 

D.O.C. ~ILITAR.ISTRICT NO. 10. 
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The army visits Melita in autumn 1939. 

Memorial at Central Park 
The plans for the Memorial at Central Park were 

approved by all concerned in July, 1931. The main 
base of the cenotaph was to be 10 feet square, two 
smaller squares to be on top of this before the memo
rial shaft, nine feet in height and four feet wide is 
erected. Marble panels with the names of those who 
died in the Great War will grace the sides of the shaft. 
Cinder walk will lead to the north east and south west 
comers of the grounds with a drive way from the 
cenotaph to wrought iron gates on substantial posts of 
Manitoba field stone at Oak and Summit comer. 
Flower beds will be placed at intervals throughout the 
park. Cost was about $1,100. 

War Memorial Dedication took place November 
11, 1931 with Mayor Lamont, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Clingan, E. Willis M.L.A., Hon. D. L. McLeod, 
Reeve McCallum (Arthur), Reeve Hartry (Brenda), 
Revs. Franklin and Lee, and W. R. Cosgrove Secre
tary Treasurer, Napinka on platform. 

This cenotaph was re-dedicated to the memory of 
those who gave their lives in World War II, 
1939-1945. 



Boer War Christianson Oscar *Gibson T. V. Larway John 
Frank Buck Sr. *Clarke H. G. Gillespie D. Laughlin Clyde 
William Clarke Cleaver 1. R. Graham Darl Law R. S. 
A. E. Townsend Coates Thomas Graham Gladstone Lawley Raymond 
Johnny Livingstone Cochlan Guy Graham 1. Lawson Andy 

*Private A. W. Armsden: Cochlan Harvey Greene L. *Lawson G. 
Ted Lewis Cocquyt Bernard Greenlay Dave Lewis Dr. H. W. 

*Died in Service. Conklin J. K. Greenley Louise Lewis Lew 
*Cosgrove A. V. *Greig G. Line Stan 

World War I Cosgrove G. *Grierson A. B. Loucks Melbourne 
Akers A. H. Cosgrove H. Hall George *Mainland 1. 
Allnutt Lillian Crawford Jack Hannah Stewart Mathews C. J. 
Anderson Russel B. *Crawford Robert *Hart Frank Mathews Monty 
Andrews A. E. Cullen 1. Hart G. Maunders W. F. 
Armstrong Charles Dance C. Hart H. *Mee E, R. 
Armstrong Jack Davis A. L. Henderson 1. Millar A. 1. 
Armstrong Oswald Davis German *Henderson W. Mills A. 
Arnett Peter Davey A. D. Herbert R. *Milne D, W. 
Bailey Charles Dawson 1. Higgins Norman Milton L. S. 
Ball G. DayC. *Higgins 0. L. Milton S. S. 
Ballard George P. Dobbyn Arthur Hill G. H, Monelli 1. 
Banks Robert Dobbyn Ivan Holden Jim Montgomery R. A. 
Banks William Dobbyn William *Holden W. M. Moorby John 

*Barnard L. Douse C. Holland Miss M. *Mortenson G. 
BamesM. P. *Downie K. B. Hoover Gordon *Mortenson S, p. 
Bell William Downie Ralph House Walter Munroe Alex 
Bicknell H. Dunbar Forbes Howett William Murray F. U. 

*Bilton J. R. Dunbar James Hunt A, Murray 1. 
Bilton Stan Duncan Dudley Hunt W. Myles C. 
Bird Harry Dunnett W. Irwin Jim Myles V. 
Blackburn J. Elliot Edgar Jackman G. Myers Ab 
Blakely T. M. *Elliot Gordon Jamieson Fred McCreath S. 
Bloomer Cecil Elsey 1. E, Jellis A. *McDougall L. 

*Booker G. E. Estlin Prior Jobbins W. G, McGuire Bob 
*BrookE. W. *Evans W, 1. Kain Herbert *McKenzie C. 

Brough G. RmshawR. *Kelly Frank *McKinnon 1. R. 
Broughton F. "'Farmer A. Kelly Vic McLaren M. 

*Brown R. Farmer Bill *KempW. McLung 1. 
Buck Frank Sr. Finley H. Kennedy 1. M. McLure William 
Burleigh C. Finley R. *Kilkenny 1. McRae Colin 
Burnett C. Finley W. *Kilkenny 1. 0. *McTaggart A. J. 
Burnett G. *Fletcher Herb IGppen 1. R. Ness Alex 
Burton Charles Fletcher W. E. LamontG. Nichols Herb 
Byers T. W. Forman Charles *Lamport W. E. *Nixon 1. S. 
Campbell Dr. E. A. Freeborn Cecil Lane A. Oberlin Currie 
Carr Adam Gaskeil C. LangJ. Oliver John 
Charles W. Gibson Sam Lang Reg Owen R. 
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Palmer Robert Skelton Richard Wyatt Jim Coleman Murray 
Parham Harry Slack Charlie *Died in Service Coleman William 
Parham William Smith Dave 1. Coutts George 
Parks Jim Snyder Ira World War II Coutts Jean 
Parsons G. *Sparling H. C. Andrews Grant Coutts Richard 
Paton Dave Spriggs Fred Armitage Archie Coutts William 
Pedden Joe Sterling John Bailey H. A. *Cro C. M. 

*Pedden M. B. Sterling Roy *Bambridge J. H. A. Davidson Raymond 
Penson Clifford Sterling Wes Banks Gwen *Davis German 

*Petterson E. K. *Steventon A. Banks W. 1. Day Lloyd 
Phoff Fred C. Stratton Dr. Barbour T. H. Dennison William 
PineoP. G. Stratton Maurice Barker Bill *Dewart Lyle 

*Pitcher George Sussums George BarkerE. C. Dobbyn Allie 
Pollock Earl Sussums Harvey Barker 1. B. Dobbyn Borden 
Pollock Harry Sykes A. F. Belfry Muriel Dobbyn 1. F. 
Pollock Russel Thomas Charles Bell Frank *Dobbyn Lloyd 
Pope A. Thompson A. L. Bennett Jack Dobbyn Robert C. 
Pope Fred *Thompson Harry Bennett William Downey Ff'dIlcis 

*Pope N. Thompson Keith Bird 1. K. Downey Leighton 
Price Harold *Thorne 1. Bloomer W. A. Downey Royden 

*Priddle R. *Thunder E. H. Boscow D. Downie George E. 
Quinn Ben Tilbury A. Boscow Elaine Dowse George W. 
Quinn Rose *TiIbury Sydney Branston Earl Ducharme D. G. 
Ram Rev. H. S. Tilbury Leonard Broome G. R. Dunbar Ken 
Ridgewell R. 1. TimmW. Buck F. F. Jf. Dundas Ken 
Roberts F. M. *Vankleek George Buck F. F. Sr. Dunning Harold 
Roberts H. W. Vickers George Cameron Doug Dunning William 
Robinson Bev Vickers E. 1. Carr Kathleen DyerF. G. 
Robinson C. G. Walton Earnest Cashin Harold Elliott Eldon 
Robinson C. I. *Warin H. Charles Donald Eyers E. H. 
Ronaghan 1. Watson T. Champion Harry Fenske C. F. 
Ross Harold WebbG. Cheyne Clayton Fenske Norman 

*Ryshman T. E. WebbH. *Cheyne Harold Fenske Russell 
Samways A. Webb Jack Cheyne May Ferguson G. A. 
Samways Tom Webb W. Christianson Archie Ferguson James 

*Saunby George Wescott H. Christianson Laverne Forman Charlie 
Schooley Herb *Wheeler 1. Clifford Fred Forman Earl 
Schragg George H. Williams Glyn Clubb Laverne Fornwald E. 

*Scott A. Williams 1. M. Coates Audrey Fornwald N. S. 
Scott Charles Williams Maurice Coates Donald Forster Reg 
Scott Fred *Wilson L. R. Coates Irene Forster Russell 
Scott George Thomas WoltenG. *Coates Jim Forsythe R. Y. 
Scott J. E. Woodcock William Coates Merton Foster Fred 

*Shand G. Woollen Rev. 1. Coates Ronald Foster G. F. 
Simpson D. Wotton W. G. Coates W. R. Foster 1. C. 

*Simpson H. Wright John Cobb 1Yrus Fournie Lewis 
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Fraser 1. A. M. 
Gannon Allan 

*GilIander David 
Gould Allan 
Greenley Merton 
Gress John 
Grierson G. M. 
Grierson 1. 0. 
Hainsworth John 

*Heinzic P. 
Hemeryck T. 
Higgins L. S. 
Hill B. C. 
Hodgins H. A. 
Hodgins Lloyd 
Holmes John 
Hooper Charles 
Hooper Jack 
HooverG. H. 
Huys Gus 
Jobbins Francis K. 
Johnson Foster 
Johnson Lawrence 
Johnson Philip 
Kay Alex W. 
Kelly Bill 
KeIIyJohn 
Kelly 0. L. 
Kelly Robert 
Kennedy James 

*Kennedy Malcolm 
KennerG. W. 
Kenner Jack 
KennerW. A. 
Kirkup John R. 

*Knox Lloyd 
Kontzie Fred 

*Kontzie H. 
Kruger Fred 

K varvet Halvor 
K varvet Knut 
K varvet Torgor 
Kwolek Florence 
La Forest Charlie 
La Forest Gordon 

*Lang F. H. 
*Lang 1. M. 
Larway Raymond 
Lawrence John 
Lawrence Sydney 
Lawrence William 
Lenz W. E. 
Lewis Clive 
Lewis Deon 
Livesley R. A. 
LodwickG. 
Lodwick R. E. 
Long William 
Love Yvonne 
Mallo George 
Marshall Vic 
Martin May 
Mason L. W. 
Mattice David 
Mattice John 
Menzies W. 
Minnis Doug 
Modeland B. 
ModelandD. 
Monroe A. R. 
Morris Frank 

*Morrow Fred 
Murray Doug 
Murray Robert 
MussonA. D. 
Musson 1. P. 
McArthur Winston 
McCallum Byron 
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McCallum James 
McCallum John 
McCallum Russell 
McCreath W. S. 
McKellar William 
McKinley Gertrude 
McNuttA. 
McRae Don 
McRaeM. 
McRae Peter 
NewtonN. H. 

*Nicholls Stan 
Nuttall Alfred 
Oliphant William 
Parham Ken 
Parham William 
Parker 0. E. 
Pateman Orlove 
Pedden Gordon 
Peterson Agon 
Phair L. 
Philip A. 
Pittman James 
Pope Art 
Pope Fred Jr. 
Pope W. G. 
Pratt Fred 
Pue Royal 
QuaneC. C. 
Quane Frank 
Quane L. E. 
Rausch William 
Roberts W. D. 
Robertson A. R. 
Robertson B. A. 
Robertson T. M. 
Robinson Bruce 
Roblin Claire 
Robson Earl 1. 

Sand with Harry 
Schooley Frank 
Shannon Lloyd 
Shannon Robert 
Sifton Ralph 
Simpson Percy 
Slack Floyd 
Slack Howard 
Smith Delbert 
Snitka David 
Speare Cecil 
SpenceG. W. 
Stanley Garnet 
Stain thorpe Raymond 
Sterling 1. M. 
Sterling Lloyd 

*Stinson Lloyd 
Townsend Kathleen 
Taylor Clarence 
TaylorC. W. 
Taylor J. N. 
Walker Allen 
Walker Ed 
Walker F. 
Warren James A. 
Wescott Harry 
Williams David 
Williams George 
Williams Maurice 
Williams R. Y. 
Williams Richard 
Williams W. G. 
Wilson Fred S. 
Wilson Leslie 
Woodlands Leslie 
Wyatt K. J. 
Young Frank 

*Young R. A. 

*Died in Service 



The Royal Canadian Legion No. 127 
After the first World War a south west branch of 

the Great War Veterans Association was formed in 
Melita with one of the men responsible for the organ
ization. Dr. H. W. Lewis was the first president. The 
Branch was established on October 9, 1919. 1. Art 
Ross became President in 1920 when Dr. Lewis 
moved to Angusville. In 1936 they decided to join the 
Royal Canadian Legion BESL. Officers elected for 
the first year to guide this branch were: President-
1. D. Larway; First Vice-President - W. S. Mc
Creath; Second Vice-President - R. Banks. The 
charter members were: 1. D. Larway, W. S. Mc
Creath, R. Banks, A. J. Kennedy, M. E. Strathan, J. 
A. Ross, H. E. Damways, C. R. Mackie, V. L. 
Kelly, C. C. Davis, 1. E. Wyatt, R. Dunn, C. C. 
Vrough, E. D. Boyle, N. J. Higgins, C. G. Bloomer, 
G. H. Hoover, W. Parham, S. C. Reid, H. M. Levins, 
E. H. Hartley, Dr. F. C. Wilson, George Taylor, G. 
A. Loughlin, A. Large, W.'A. Arney, 1. W. Buck and 
C. Forster. 

These men were dedicated through service to 
look after the interest of the veterans in their area who 
would require assistance in the form of medicine, 
etc. In the course of the years preceding the second 
World War they were active in community projects 
and floored and operated part of the skating rink as a 
dance hall and furthered all sports activities in some 
form or another. 

At the outbreak of the second World War they 
were very well organized, and along with the Ladies' 
Auxiliary faithfully looked after their sons and 
daughters who were serving. This could be consid
ered the great work of the organization, their finest 
hour, as anyone who served will vouch for the plea
sure gained from the home touch and this made those 
who were recipients of these comforts dedicated 
Legionnaires. 

At the end of the second World War began the 
homecoming ofthe men and women who had served. 
Many of the younger veterans joined the Legion to 
help honor those who did not return, also those who 
were sick or maimed. 

The Legion still carried on the flooring of the 
skating rink to hold dances and other community 
events. The older veterans wanted to establish a fund 
to create a living symbol to those who failed to return 
and to the community at large who were all a part of 
the effort on behalf of the younger veterans. The 
younger veterans joined with the older ones in the 
effort to create a fund for this purpose. During the 
years after the end of the war there was much discus
sion over this projects and it was decided that a fitting 
memorial would be a community hall known as the 
Legion Memorial Hall. Records cannot be found for 
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the first years but are available from 1951 to the 
present. The Presidents and Secretary's were: 
1948-1949 - President A. J. Kennedy, Secretary 1. 
B. Barker; 1950-1951 President 1. B. Barker, Secre
tary 1. Foster; 1952-1953 - President G. Ferguson, 
Secretary R. Williams; 1954-1955 - President G. 
Kelly, Secretary D. W. Minnis; 1956 - President R. 
Williams Jr., Secretary A. McNutt; 1957-1958 Presi
dent A. W. Brown, Secretary G. Ferguson; 
1959-1960 President D. W. Minnis, Secretary G. 
Ferguson who served from 1960 to 1979; 1961 -
President G. Kirby; 1962-1963 - L. E. Quane; 
1964-1965 - President J. D. Christianson; 
1966-1967 - President E. Sitko; 1968-1970 - Presi
dentC. W. Griffith; 1971-1972-President L. E. 
Quane; 1973-1974D. W. Minnis; 1975-1976-Pres
ident R. 1. McKinney; 1977-1979 - President W. 1. 
Coleman; 1930-1981 - President G. Huys, Secre
tary - B. Hicks; 1981 President C. Lund, Secre
tary - B. Hicks. J. B. Barker was the first Second 
War veteran elected as president. D. W. Minnis and 
L. E. Quane both served two terms in office. 

A. J. Kennedy, J. Robertson, and J. B. Barker spearhead 
volunteer labour for pouring cement for Legion Memorial Hall 
basement. 

During the term of A. J. Kennedy a lot was 
purchased and basement excavated and ground work 
laid for the project. During 1. B. Barker's term the 
plans were progressed and the basement was poured. 
This was accomplished by having a work bee after 
the forms were built. The cement had to be mixed in 
cement mixers and all the work was manual. Gravel 
was shovelled and cement was transported by wheel 
barrow. There was a wonderful tum out for this 
effort. We had a crew from Napinka who worked 
with us all that hot day. The job was completed before 



"Work-bee" constructing Legion Hall. 

the end of the day. The ladies were also on hand with 
tea, coffee, cold drinks, sandwiches and cake. Mr. 
Jim Robertson was hired to be in charge of con
struction work. Work commenced on the building 
and the big problem was financing. However, 
through the efforts of the Legion members and the 
community it was accomplished. Mr. P. Brockinton 
loaned the Legion $5000 at 4% and was very lenient 
in the repaying. Work continued through 1951. The 
hall was in shape for official opening but there was a 
lot more work to do. The Legion Memorial Com
munity Centre was opened and dedicated on Novem
ber 11,1951 with a large turnout for this function. Our 
guest speaker was Lt. Cal A. Cairns, Provincial 
Treasurer. The roll call was read by J. B. Barker, 
President of Branch No. 127 Canadian Legion and 
the building was dedicated by Rev. D. S. H. Minton, 
Chaplain of No. 127 Canadian Legion. 

It was decided to stucco the outside of the build
ing and members donated $10 each for this project 
and $320 was raised. A. J. Kennedy donated a fridge 
to sell tickets on to raise money to stucco the building 
and the money to put in a hard wood floor was raised 
by selling 100 squares on the floor space at $10 a 
square. The hall was now operational and all that 
remained was to complete paying for it. During the 
years the work of raising the money for the hall 
continued and with the continued support of the 
town, municipalities, and the public this was accom
plished in 1956 during R. Williams' term of office we 
had a big event, the burning of the mortgage. During 
the years this hall proved to be a big asset to the area. 
The Legion continued to take part in many communi
ty efforts and as time went on and members got older 
it was decided after much discussion to build a place 
of their own. They finally decided on a Legion 
Lounge. In August 1968, President Griffith reported 
that option had been taken on a lot north of the Liquor 
Store and plans were being prepared for the huilding. 
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Legion Lounge #127 at right. 

Legion Lounge interior. 

This building was built with a lot of volunteer labor 
with Dick Harmon in charge of construction. The 
Lounge was opened in October 1970 under the man
agement of Tony and Georgette Hemeryck who car
ried on the work faithfully, and with success, for 
many years. The Lounge was then operated on a 
volunteer basis until Vic and Dolly Higgins took over 
management. Vic resigned in 1978 and management 
was taken over by Bill and Eileen Leverington who at 
this date are still managing the Lounge. The Legion 
were blessed with good management and it is fully 
paid for and has a surplus. 

During the 1970's it was felt that the operation of 
the Legion Community Hall was getting beyond the 
capabilities of the Legion to operate, as members 
were all reaching the age where they could not put out 
as much as they wanted to. After negotiations the hall 
was turned over to the town for $1 in 1977 with the 
understanding that the name would be retained. We 
are happy that through the town and the Kinsmen and 
Lions Clubs the hall has been enlarged and re-done 
and is now one of the best, if not the best hall, around 
the area. 

The Legion during the years has worked with the 
community by giving help and support in many 



ways. A few are sponsoring ball and hockey teams, 
young athletes to the Athletic Camp at the Interna
tional Peace Gardens, bands, furnishing a ward in the 
hospital, donations to the arena, bowling alley, curl
ing rink, figure skaters, Salvation Army, Red Cross, 
the Blind and the Poppy fund to help veterans. All 
this has been done with the help and support of the 
Ladies' Auxiliary who put in many hours catering to 
banquets and teas and they always had money to help 
out when needed. 

It is the wish of the Legion that the future years 
will be peaceful and we hope that we have accom
plished our desire to make Melita and area a good 
place to live and raise a family. 

Legion Ladies' Auxiliary 
On September 14, 1939 a meeting was called for 

the purpose of organizing an auxiliary to the Cana
dian Legion of the British Empire Service League 
#127. There were 46 charter members then and as of 
1982 there are 13 charter members remaining. In 
October 1939 the auxiliary took over the canvass of 
selling poppies from door to door in Melita and have 
continued to do so for a number of years. 

In 1949 they helped the branch with finances to 
build the Legion Memorial hall. In 1956 the auxiliary 
ladies and husbands were guests of the Legion 
Branch on January 8 to a social and dance, the 
occasion being the burning of the mortgage for the 
Legion Hall. 

Through the years the auxiliary has sponsored 
home nursing courses, St. John's First Aid, T. B. and 
X-ray clinics, T. B. skin tests and blood typing. 

At Christmas they bring gifts to send to Deer 
Lodge Hospital, along with a number of hand knit 
socks. The Auxiliary was fortunate to have women 
do a tremendous amount of knitting of socks, etc. for 
the Red Cross. They were reimbursed for their work 
only by gratitude and perhaps a small token at Christ
mas from the auxiliary. 

In October 1964 the ladies celebrated their 25th 
Anniversary with the branch joining in for the social. 

For several years money raising was through ca
tering, banquets, etc., but in December 1976, they 
called it quits. They take one month a year to delivery 
"meals on wheels". 

On December 13, 1976 the branch sold the town 
the Legion Hall. The bill of sale allows the branch 
and auxiliary 12 meetings a year and no limit to the 
auxiliary for catering, they get rent free for 10 years. 

We have adopted a veteran, Walter Krowski and 
send gifts, and cards for different occasions. 

Mrs. L. M. Coutts was District Representative 
for 25 years. Mrs. M. Slack received her life mem-

178 

bership in 1981. In 1981 and 1982 the members took 
part in the Color Party at the Peace Gardens. 

Some of the donations over the years have been: 
boxes, consisting of socks, treats, etc., sent overseas 
to the boys. The auxiliary assisted in the blood donor 
service. The Legion Branch and auxiliary furnished a 
ward in the local hospital and helped with furnishings 
such as curtains, drapes, etc. in the ward. They send 
to the Library Fund at Deer Lodge and have can
vassed for Red Shield. The centennial project for 
1967 was a child's bed for the local hospital. They 
donate to Sports Training Fund Peace Garden Athlet
ic Scholarship, Canadian Legion Elderly Housing 
project, R. C. L. Sports Foundation building at the 
Peace Gardens, bus excursions for Deer Lodge pa
tients, C. N. 1. B., March of Dimes, Children's Aid, 
Arthritis and Rheumatic Society. 

Their by-law states that "the object of the Ladies' 
Auxiliary and the duty of its members shall be to 
assist the branch in its activities to carry out the 
principles and policy purposes and the objects of the 
Legion" . 

Royal Canadian Air Cadet Squadron 
#263 Intrepid 

In 1942, during the Second World War, an Air 
Cadet Squadron was formed in Melita. It was known 
as No. 263 Melita Squadron, Royal Canadian Air 
Cadets. Mr. H. P. Musson was Commanding Officer, 
Mr. H. Cornish, Adjutant, Mr. W. Cross, Chief In
structor and Mr. H. Sures, Supply Officer. Mr. Jack 
Northam instructed in Wireless Communications 
and Mr. Dick Taylor was Drill Instructor. Some mem
bers of the first squadron included D. W. Minnis, 
Dave Snitka, Earl Caswell, Jack Funk, W. Long, W. 
McKellar and W. Cobb. 

After the war was over, the squadron disbanded 
and in 1958 was reorganized at Waskada as No. 680 
Squadron. In 1961 the charter was reactivated in 
Melita. Officers from No. 680 Waskada Squadron 
helped form the new No. 263 Air Cadet Squadron in 
Melita. Mr. Howard Foxworthy was Commanding 
Officer, Jack Barker, Adjutant, D. W. Minnis, Chief 
Instructor and C. W. Griffith, Supply Officer. Within 
the year C. W. Griffith succeeded H. Foxworthy as 
Commanding Officer. 

C. W. Griffith continued to serve with the Air 
Cadets for 11 years; Jack Barker for ten years and D. 
W. Minnis for eight years. Other active members 
were Ed Sitko, who served for ten years and L. B. 
Townsend who served for 11 years. 

The Air Cadet Squadron has been inspected an
nually by members of the Armed Forces and has 
twice been chosen as Top Rural Squadron. Annual 



Melita and Souris Air Cadets about 1942. L.-R., Back Row: Bob Thompson, Bill Long, Jim Ferguson, Earl Caswell, Bill McKellar, 
Bob Wilson, Raymond Larway, Ken Wyatt, Bob Pope, Hugh Done, Gordon Pedden, Doug Wilkinson, ?, Jim Sterling. Middle Row: 
Lome McCallum, Doug Jobbins, Bill Russell, Eric Peterson, ?, Ian Robinson, Ron Banks, ?, ?, Jim Ketcheson, Ken Fraser, ?, 
Gordon Russell, Raymond Lodwick, Eric Grierson, Jim Sterling. Front Row: ?, ?, Art Pope, Stewart Wilson, Dick Taylor, ?, PT. 
Officer, ?, H. P. Musson, Earl Branston, ?, ?, ?, ?, ? 

#263 Melita Air Cadet Squadron about 1963. L.-R., Back Row: ? Babcock, Les Bloomfield, Bill Nelms, Jack Holden, Bill Nichols, 
Norman Maar, Barry Shannon, Don Snitka, John Kielhom. Jerry Thompson, Aaron Snitka, Eldon Jones. Middle Row: Dave 
Sheilds, Ed Holden, Dennis Clifford, Resby Coutts, Tom Nield, Stew McRae, Bill Gerlock, Gerry Lewis, Larry Coutts, Dennison 
Dobbyn, Glen Innes, Barry Hamilton, Ken Cameron, Richard Weibe, Ted Northam. Front Row: Wayne Elliott, Wayne White, 
Wendell Wight, Franklin Snyder, FlO Minnis. FIL Griffith, R.O. (F/L W. Greystone). FlO Barker, Reg McRae, John Ross, Harry 
Northam, Doug Bulloch. 

179 



#263 Intrepid Squadron R.CAC. 1983. L.-R., Back Row: 
Delbert Pedrick, Terry Duncan, Peter Downey, Richard Greer, 
Jeff Armstrong, Mark Slack. Middle Row: Allan Breemersch, 
Donna Kobs, Wendy Mcinnis, Saundra Slack, Tammy 
Williams, Kevin Kirkwood, Todd Vinck. Front Row: Todd 
McRae, Brad Sterling, Philip Southam. 

banquets have also become a highlight of the cadet 
year. 

Over the years cadets have gone to summer 
camps at Sea Island and Comox, British Columbia; 
Whitehorse, Northwest Territories; Bagotville, 
Quebec; Cold Lake and Penhold, Alberta; Trenton 
and Thunder Bay, Ontario; Gimli, The Pas, Rivers, 
and Portage la Prairie, Manitoba. They have also 
been guests of the S.A.C. Base at Minot, North 
Dakota; C.F.B. Portage; C.F.B. Shilo and have vis
ited the grain terminals at the Lakehead, Ontario. 
Outdoor events the cadets have participated in are 
winter survival, whitewater canoeing down the Man
igotogan River and canoe trips down the Souris and 
Assiniboine Rivers. Some extra-curricular activities 
cadets have enjoyed include first aid, hunter safety, 
martial arts and photography. 

A number of cadets have gone on to join the 
Armed Forces. Some of these are: Major Wayne 
Grffith, presently flying Auroras at C.F.B. Green
wood, Nova Scotia; Captain Gerald Jones, presently 
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#263 Intrepid Squadron R.CAC. 1983. L.-R., Back Row: 
Glen Vrooman, Wayne Davis, Stan Sterling, Tracy Vinck, Jeff 
McKinney, Brad Fletcher, Cary Pettinger. Middle Row: Randy 
Storey, Greg Bryant, Jamie Spence, Allen Adams, Mark 
Dalziel, Bobby Mee. Front Row: Bruce Kropelin, Jim Rinn, 
Sandy Schuddemat, Connie Vrooman, Leonard Gareau. 

flying Sea King Helicopters at Shearwater, Nova 
Scotia; and Gerry Thompson, a pilot for the 
R.C.M.P. The above mentioned received Flying 
Scholarships as Air Cadet members as did numerous 
other cadets over the years. Other cadets who served 
in the Armed Forces are Ross Nield, Jack Holden, 
Tom Holden, Bob Tingey and Mark Stoecklein. 

In 1981 the name was changed from No. 263 
Melita Air Cadet Squadron to No. 263 Intrepid Air 
Cadet Squadron. The name "Intrepid" was chosen 
to better represent the communities involved in the 
squadron and to honour Sir William Stephenson who 
was the Head of Canadian Intelligence during World 
War II. Permission was granted by Sir Stephenson for 
the use of his code name. 

Present squadron officers are: Captain Frank 
Jones as Commanding Officer; Lt. Chuck Lund as 
Adjutant; Lt. Shirley Slack as Supply Officer and Mr. 
Bob Tingey as Civilian Instructor. 

Although the squadron was initiated by private 
citizens, it now thanks the Melita Kinsmen Club for 
its sponsorship. 



Lodges 
Elks Lodge No. 221 

Melita Lodge No. 221 was duly instituted on 
September 17, 1929. District Deputy Grand Exalted 
Ruler, Walter Whitlock of Winnipeg, was in charge. 
Officers of Winnipeg, Brandon, Souris and Min
nedosa Lodges put on the initiatory degree. Officers 
were: Exalted Ruler - M. A. Snedden; Leading 
Knight - 1. R. Ross; Loyal Knight C. W. Lea; 
Lecturing Knight N. McInnis; Esquire A. D. 
Kellar; Secretary-E. H. Floyd; Treasurer-C. E. 
Brown; Inner Guard - E. H. Russell; Tyler - A. 
McJannet; Chaplain - G. T. H. Garrett; Trustees 
L. W. Davidson, Dr. N. R. Rawson, Dr. E. M. Jones, 
W. 1. Ronoghan (Napinka), F. 1. Lang (Coulter). 

The installation of officers was conducted by T. 
C. Logan of Minnedosa, President of the Provincial 
Elks Club. A meeting, followed by a dance at the 
Melita Theatre, was held with music by the Virden 
Elks Orchestra. 

The first Elks frolic was held at the Melita The
atre on October 18, 1929 with music by the "Souris 
Melody Kings". Proceeds went to the Kiddies' 
Christmas Cheer Fund. An Elks Jamboree was held at 
the Melita Theatre the evening of December 31, 
1929, with fun for the whole family. The 1932 Leap 
Year Dance under the direction of Melita Elks Lodge 
was very successful. They also arranged the St. 
Patrick's Dance. New officers were appointed on 
March 24, 1932. There was no further information in 
the papers. 

Elks Lodge No. 510 
The Elks Lodge No. 510 was instituted in Melita 

on April 14, 1967. George Mulloner, Grand 
Organizer of Western Canada was present. Buck 
Stewart of Brandon also assisted in outlining the 
activities of the lodge. Officers were as follows: 
Exalted Ruler - Angus McCauley; Leading Knight 
- Bob Austin; Loyal Knight - Bob Dunlop; Lectur
ing Knight - Bert Bell; Treasurer - Andy Johnson; 
Secretary - Don Cameron; Inner Guard - Gerry 
McLeod; Tyler Lome Richter; Trustees - (2 
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years) Frank Warsaba, Bill Russell; (1 year) Alex 
McLean. 

This lodge folded about 1973. 
Annie Lawrie Camp No. 103 - Sons of Scotland 
1900 - John Crerar Chief and W. J. Blythe R.S. 
1904-1913 - John Crerar Chief and 1. S. Ross R.S. 

Knights of the Maccabees - Tent Melita No. 43 
1904 - Installed by A. E. Kemp P.C. 

Oddfellows Lodge No. 20 Melita 
The following is a history of the Oddfellows 

Lodge No. 20 Melita from 1891 to 1981. These first 
notations are taken from Past Grand Master and Past 
Grand Representative James Duncan's notes: 

In 1891 the Oddfellows of the district thought 
they should form a lodge. It took five to receive a 
charter. They held a meeting and secured applica
tions from ten. 

On June 23, 1891 Melita Lodge No. 20 was 
instituted by Dr. More of Brandon, who was the 
Grand Master. The Charter Members were: 

Alex Trerice - first Noble Grand 
Joseph Campbell first Vice Grand 
1. A. Blackwell- first Recording Secretary 
1. R Ferguson fust Treasurer 
William Moore and W. H. Crowell were first Inner Guards. 

Five of these were from Dresden Lodge in On
tario. 

The following joined the same night as the in-
stitution of the Lodge: 

George A. Bell - Conductor 
1. L. Campbell - Financial Secretary 
R. H. Richardson - Outer Guardian 
1. S. Cosgrove R.S.S. 
T. H. Downey R.S.V.G. 
J. T. Newberry - L.S.Y.G. 
Rev. T. H. Walton Chaplain 
Joseph Gumon L.S.S. 
James Duncan R.S.N.G. 
S. Jamieson - Warden 

On November 25, 1902 they instituted a Lodge in 
Waskada; in January 1905 one was instituted in 
Napinka and on January 23, 1906 one in Carievale. 

The blacksmith shop and hall that was built by 



Bell and Cosgrove was sold to Robert Hartley about 
1905. He moved away and Melita Lodge bought the 
building from Mr. Hartley for $600. 

Before building the hall that is now on the same 
comer, they resold the old building and it was moved 
down the street and is now Cornish's Lucky Dollar 
store. The I.o.O.F. had three months to build. Until 
the new building was finished they held meetings in 
Sturgeon's Hall over the stone store on the comer; 
sometimes in Mr. Brundrit's Hall and over Cameron 
and Duncan's Warehouse, where Cobb Motors now 
stands. The old hall was sold to I. B. Brook. 

This ends James Duncan's notations. The rest of 
this report is taken from minute books, letters, etc. 
from 1891 to 1981. 

In July 1892 Glassford and Richardson built a 
footbridge to Melita Park across the Souris River. 
This bridge was promoted by the L 0. 0. F. 

In October 1892 the Oddfellows Committee ofT. 
Campbell and George Bell were given instructions to 
start a Brass Band. They were to place an advertising 
card in the Metropolitan Hotel. 

On October 26, 1892 the Band was ready and 
they hired Robert Lennox as Band Instructor. 

There being no bank here in February 1894, 
money was deposited in the Merchants' Bank in 
Brandon. 

On May 1st, 1895 there was a motion by Hughs 
and Myles, that Robert Lennox look after band in
struments until something is done (must have had 
trouble with the Band). Robert Lennox was paid 
$300 per year for his service as Band Master. 

Melita L O. O.F. No. 20 instituted a lodge in Cam
duff, Saskatchewan on September 6, 1900. 

In June 1901 a letter of condolance was sent to 
Edward the VII re: the death of Queen Victoria. 

In June 1903 a Mr. R. Braiden rented the store 
part of the building for $12 per month (old hall). 

In 1904 a piano was bought from Mr. Canfield, 
provided it be tuned and he supply a stool cover, for 
$135. 

There was a discussion re: a local hospital at the 
meeting of June 30, 1906. 

In 1906 there is a notation that Lyleton Lodge was 
instituted. 

In July 1907 tenders were let for the new hall-
25x60' with a 13' ceiling. The tender was let to 
Johnstone and Pope by the Building Committee of T. 
S. Menary and Robert Wyatt to be completed in three 
months. On August 14, 1907 the laying of the cor
nerstone was looked after by the committee of D. 
Lamont, James Duncan and Jamieson. 

The heating contract was let to Hamelin Bros. on 
the opening date of January 22, 1908. 

On May 14, 1907 an Encampment Branch of the 
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Order was formed with 37 members, called Arthur 
No.13. 

On November 27, 1907 an invitation was sent to 
Napinka, Waskada, Lyleton, and Pierson Lodges to 
attend the official opening of the new Hall. The Hall 
was officially opened on January 22, 1908. On the 
night of the dedication all members and visitors had a 
banquet at the Metropolitan Hotel hosted by 1. Cobb. 
They returned to the Hall for the dedication and had 
speeches, etc., and were entertained with vocal se
lections by Sister 1. Cobb and a male choir consisting 
of D. Lamont, W. Donnelly, E. W. Crane, H. R. 
McClung, 1. Hope, D. Stover and A. A. Clark. Also 
there were Scotch songs by Bro. R. Simpson. 

In January 1909 the lower part of the building was 
rented for dances, suppers, banquets, etc. 

The I.O.O.F. Lodge made a trip in December 
1909 to Waskada to help institute a Rebekah Lodge. 

On April 25, 1909 a meeting was held in 
Sturgeon's Hall to plan the annual picnic which was 
held on June 18. The Mayor and Council joined them 
and officially opened River Park. There were three 
special trains, one from Brandon, one from 
LaRiviere and one from Estevan which brought 
about 1000 Oddfellows and friends. 

In August of 1918 the second story was wired for 
electrical lights . 

In December 1924, a cement floor was put in the 
basement and a water drain under the sidewalk on the 
east side of Main Street to the bottom of the street. 

The furnace was installed in the building in De
cember 1926. 

On January 15, 1930 the question was asked by 
Vice Grand F. Pope re: the children at school for 
treatment with Diphtheria Serum. This was supplied 
by the Government and promoted by the I.o.O.F. 

In October 1931 Bro. D. Lamont stated that the 
Council wanted the Lodge to appoint two members 
to the Relief Committee. Bro. Oeo. Rutherford in 
October 1931 was a member of the Melita Distribu
tion Committee. Any extra clothing anyone had 
could be left at the Rest Room. 

On November 11, 1931 Bro. Pope invited the 
returned men to meet at the Hall preparatory to the 
unveiling of the Memorial (in Central Park). 

On April 4, 1934 Bro. 1. Morrow reported that the 
Orange Lodge wanted to be released from their con
tract of meeting at the Lo.O.F. Hall. They were 
suspending operations for six months. 

In December 1936 the first Arthur 15 Encamp
ment gave up its Charter. 

In September 1937 there was a shipment of vege
tables sent by freight train to Saskatchewan. 

In September 1946 Melita Legion No. 127 rented 
the upstairs hall for their regular meetings. 



In February of 1952 the Lodge procured a Cana
dian flag. It was presented to Westhope Lodge by 
Bro. Dick Williams and D. Green. It flew in front of 
the hospital in Westhope for quite some time. 

In December 1957 there was discussion re: help
ing with the Regional Library and a money donation 
made. 

In October 1961 there was discussion on the Sen
ior Citizens' Home and to keep this in mind as to any 
help that may be given. A committee was set up to 
gather information and advise. 

In 1968 the Napinka Lodge gave up their charter 
and amalgamated with Melita. In June 1969 Elva 
Lodge turned in their charter with some of the Bros. 
going to Pierson and some to Melita. 

In 1972 the I.o.o.E purchased an amblyopia 
machine for use in this area. 

In October 1974, $500 was pledged to help with 
the care wing on Wilson Memorial Hospital. 

Since the institution of Melita Lodge No. 20 there 
have been 380 members initiated from 1891 to May 
1981. By 1982 there will have been three Past Grand 
Masters and three Past Grand Representatives to the 
Sovereign Grand Lodge. They are Bro. James Dun
can, Bro. Robert Love and Bro. G. 0. Schlemmer. 

This report is submitted from Oddfellows records 
from 1891 to 1981 by Bro. Richard (Dick) Williams, 
Past Dis. Dep. Grand Master, Past Dis. Dep. Grand 
Patriarch of Melita Lodge No. 20 and Arthur En
campment No. 13. 

Rebekah Golden Link No.7 
by Winnifred Whitely 

Golden Link Rebekah Lodge No.7, at Melita, 
was instituted February 25, 1909, by a team of of
ficers from the Grand Lodge of Manitoba, L 0. o.E, 
headed by Grand Master James Duncan, who was 
one of the Charter Members. In the evening 150 
members were initiated by a team from Naomi Re
bekah Lodge NO. 6, who came by special train from 
Brandon. 

Officers were; 
Noble Grand Sister J. Cobb 
Vice Grand Mrs. Downie 
Rec. Sec. G. Summera 
Fin. Sec. Miss Leggau 
Treasurer Mrs. Duncan 
Warden Mrs. Donnelly 
Conductor Mrs. Clark 
R.S.N.G. Miss Robb 
L.S.N.G. Mrs. Stewart 
R.S. V.G. M. Dobbyn 
L.S.V.G. Miss Modeland 
Chaplain Richardson 
Inside Guard G. Wyatt 
Outside Guard E. Pope 

The first degree captain was Brother Jock Hope. 
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In the first year degree staffs from this Lodge in
stituted lodges at Wawanesa, Waskada and Pierson 
and later at Elva and Napinka. 

One of our members, Sister Helen Downie, was 
Assembly President in 1915. Brother Robert Love 
was a Grand Master of the Lo.O.E 

For a few years we joined with the Oddfellows in 
monthly parties to which husbands and wives of 
members were invited and also the local ministers 
and their wives. We also made a point of entertaining 
the children of Oddfellows and Rebekahs each year. 
One year the committee decided that there were too 
many and too great an age range, for a successful 
party, so they had the children up to 12 years of age 
come after school, played games for an hour or so, 
served supper, and sent them home about seven 
o'clock, then asked the lodges to appoint another 
committee for the teen-agers. Brother Duncan com
plained that this was "making two bites of a cherry" , 
so we put him on the committee, and before he was 
through he probably agreed that the "cherry" was 
quite large. We decided to have the same program as 
we had had at the previous adult party, set up four 
different games in the comers of the room, divide the 
guests into four groups and have each group progress 
from one game to the next, and so everyone got a 
tum at all four games. Teen-age reactions were al
ways somewhat unpredictable and the committee 
wondered whether the youngsters would enter into 
the spirit of the games. They did, and everyone 
seemed to really enjoy the party. 

For some years we held monthly whist drives, an 
important social event for many of the people in the 
community. One time we held a whist drive for the 
high school students, again wondering whether they 
would enjoy it. They came and had a good time. 

In June we hold a Remembrance Service for our 
dec:eased members, and, weather permitting, go out 
shortly afterwards to the cemetery and place flowers 
on the graves of deceased members. For a number of 
years, up to about 1933, we joined with several other 
lodges in holding a Memorial Service at the ceme
tery. This was quite an event in the community; the 
local ministers took part and the Melita Band led in 
the music. However the unfortunate weather condi
tions for the next few years put a stop to this and we 
never succeeded in getting it going again. 

We have an "unknown friend" club and, at our 
Christmas meeting, gifts are exchanged and fresh 
names drawn for the coming year. 

We have canvassed the town each year, since 
1960, on behalf of the Children's Aid for Western 
Manitoba. 

We recommend a candidate each year for the 
United Nations pilgrimage, and were very happy to 



have Betty Snyder, daughter of one of our members, 
chosen one year. Other candidates have been permit
ted to make the trip and we have been very happy to 
hear their reports of the trip - Katie GiIlander, 
Sharon Ross, Mari Speare, Michelle Hicks and Al
ana Loucks. 

We hold an annual Valentine Tea on the Saturday 
before St. Valentine's Day, and sometimes cater to 
wedding or anniversary receptions, sell lunches at 
auction sales and served dinner to a Women's In
stitute Rally in 1976. 

We donated $300 to the Oddfellow and Rebekah 
District Fund for the Personal Care Home in Melita, 
and have since made further donations to a number of 
charities. We have been active in support of the 
Amblyopia testing and some of our members assist in 
that work. 

We were always very much interested in the Odd
fellows Home in Charleswood, made a quilt one year 
to send in, and contribute regularly to the Christmas 
party and summer treats. 

We provided gates for Melita cemetery, as a spe
cial project to celebrate our 60th Anniversary in 1969 
and the Manitoba Centennial in 1970. 

In 1973 we donated a trophy to the 4-H for our 
district, to be awarded for the best self-determined 
project. Each year we give a small trophy to be kept 
by the winner, and have the winner's name engraved 
on the trophy which is passed on. Lynn Nuttall was 
the first winner. For a number of years we have had an 
open meeting at which we have 4-H members give 
the demonstrations, or display their exhibits which 
they are presenting at the Achievement day pro
gramme. The leaders and mothers are invited to the 
meeting and we all enjoy it. 

For several years we held a Christmas party for 
the residents of Melita Lodge. For a few years we 
packed hampers for Christmas for elderly persons 
living alone. 

We have entered floats in parades for Centennial 
celebrations and other community affairs. 

LO.L. Celebration Melita 1914. 
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We furnished a clock for the Lodge room, and in 
1980 had the room painted. Both improvements are 
much appreciated by all the organizations using the 
hall. 

We try to have something special at each meeting 
and enjoy an informal time of fellowship, with lunch, 
after the meeting. We enjoy visiting other lodges, 
and always look forward to our District meeting. 

In 1977 we lost the last of the members who 
joined the night the Golden Link No. 7 was in
stituted. She had been away from the district for 
many years but kept in contact and we looked for
ward to hearing from her every year at Roll Call. 

Membership at this time is 81. We expect to 
celebrate our 75th Anniversary in 1984, the town's 
Centennial year, and hope that we can look forward 
to many more happy and successful years. 

L.O.B.A. - Orange Lodge 
On January 18, 1945, a dispensation was issued 

by the most Worshipful Grand Mistress of the Orange 
Lodge of British America to the Right Worshipful 
Grand Lodges of Manitoba, to organize a Ladies' 
Orange Benevolent Association in Melita, to be 
known as Western Star No. 1093. 

The late Sister Elizabeth Taylor, along with sev
eral Grand Lodge officers initiated 13 ladies and eight 
gents with the Orange and Scarlet degrees. The char
ter members were: W. M. Dorothy Greig, P.M. Mae 
Coates,1. G. M. Hazel Robson, Chaplain - Ethel 
Cole, Fin. Sec. -Eva Roblin, Treasurer-Florence 
Jones, D. G. Paulene Thompson, Inside Guard -
Irene Paxton, Lecturer - Catherine McNutt, Rec. 
Sec. Helen Harmon, Joyce Harmon, Pianist -
Frances Grierson, Etta Williams, Guardian -
Robert Bird, Outside Guard - Albert Thompson, 
Carman Cole, Wm. Harmon, Nathan House, John 
Morrow, Fred Greig and A. Bartholomew. Dorothy 
Greig was first W. M. for three years and Helen 
Harmon held the Rec. Sec. office for 28 years of its 
37 years of operation. Mae Coates and Vina Loucks 



Ladies Orange Benevolent Assembly. L.-R., Back Row: Kay Ross, Betty Critchlow, Nellie Sage, Velma Thompson, Agnes Moore, 
Una Mee. Middle Row: Irene Paxton, Francis Kowbel, Eva Kirkup, Jean Louttit, Mary McLure, Vina Loucks. Front Row: Helen 
Harmon, Gladys Moore, Eva Foote, UI Caswell, Aida Sitko, Ethel Cole. 

designed collars and these were made by the mem
bers. 

Throughout the years, Western Star, being a be
nevolent society has supported such worthy causes as 
March of Dimes, Canadian National Institute for the 
Blind, Heart Fund, Cancer Fund, Arthritic Society, 
Centennial Committee, Arena Fund, and has given 
assistance to anyone who suffered loss by fire, a 
donation to the Protestant home in Indian Head and a 
proficiency award to a worthy student in Melita High 
School. 

The annual tea and bazaar were always well pa
tronized; also the bingo games. On the 12th of July 
celebrations, there was always a large representation 
of Western Star who travelled many miles to partici
pate. Those days are few now. 

The Grand Lodge, held in Winnipeg and Bran-
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don, is always interesting and well attended by West
ern Star delegates. 

Western Star had two honorary members -
Helen Harmon and Lit Caswell. 

In June 1981, the attendance dropped and as they 
couldn't get enough to fill the officers chairs, interest 
in the lodge dwindled and Western Star decided to go 
dormant. 

Orange Lodge #1968 
submitted by C. Gall and Bill Harmon 

"The Glory of God, The Welfare of Man, The 
Honor of the Sovereign and The Good of the Country 
shall be the motive of our actions." Melita L.O.L 
#1968 was instituted in 1908. 

A grant of $50 was given to the Lodge as aid in 
buying regalia and banner, and on November 8, the 



Royal Scarlet Degree was conferred and Bro. George 
Stewart became Worshipable Master and Bro. W. 1. 
Graham became Recording Secretary. 

On July 11, 1914 the 12th of July celebrations 
were held in the Town of Melita with lodges from 
Hartney, Deloraine, Boissevain, Medora, Napinka, 
Goodlands, Rosebank, Oxbow, Gainsborough, 
Waskada, Carievale, and Elmore. A picnic and 
speeches were held in the grove across the river and 
as one member commented "the most beautiful place 
in the southwest". Ball games were held in River 
Park as it is known now. The parade was always 
headed by a member impersonating King William, 
and this chore was done many times by Bro. Albert 
Anderson on his white horse. Also many fife and 
drum bands were scattered through the parade. Bro. 
Bill Harmon is still in possession of some fifes given 
to him as keepsakes. It was always customary to have 
a drummers contest. Then came the picnics with 
sports such as horseshoes. 

I remember my first trip to Melita on the 12th of 
July 1953. I brought Bro. Walter Dinsdale as he was 
guest speaker as well as a member of Brandon L. O. 
L. #2035. I also had the pleasure of taking part in his 
initiation. 

As memberships depleted, lodges closed around 
the district and finally, Melita closed in 1964 with 
members Bro. John Ashcroft, Bro. Fred Greig, Bro. 
Bill Mason, Cecil Kirkup, Bro. Gid Moore, Bro. 
Reg Philips, Bro. Mert Coates, Bros. Carman and 
Arthur Cole, Bros. George Hambley with Bro. 
Charles Gall as Worshipable Master and Bros. Bill 
Harmon as Recording Secretary. 

Our objectives were orphan homes in the east and 
the west, and these were very accepted projects 
which were carried on by the Loyal Orange. Benev
olent Associations of Melita. To belong to the Royal 
Black Preceptory you had to be a Orange member. 

The Imperial Grand Black Chapter of the British 
Commonwealth #769 Melita was conferred in 
November 1945 by a few Black Knights from Win
nipeg. Bro. Knight 1. 1. Morrow and Bro. Knight 
Frank Morrow were the first to guide us. In 1960 
membership was only five so the lodge closed in 
Melita, and some members joined Brandon or 
Hartney. 

Oriental Lodge No. 54 
submitted by E. H. (Pat) Russell 

Oriental Lodge No. 54 Ancient Free and Ac
cepted Masons was instituted on Thursday evening 
March 9, 1893. 

R. W. Bro. Maynard of Deloraine Lodge, Dis
trict Deputy Grand Master, along with members of 
Grand Lodge proceeded to institute the Lodge and 
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elect and install the following officers: Worshipful 
Master - Bro. John Crerar; Senior Warden Bro. 
E. R. Redpath; Junior Warden Bro. 1. B. Graham; 
Secretary - Bro. C. M. Cawghill; Treasurer- Bro. 
A. T. Brodrick; Senior Deacon Bro. 1. C. Ross; 
Junior Deacon - Bro. A. A. Pope; Inner Guard 
Bro. 0. Pope; Outside Guard - Bro. 1. F. Thomp
son. These officers constituted the charter members 
of the lodge. 

On the evening of August to, 1893 the lodge hall 
was dedicated and the charter was presented to the 
lodge by members of Grand Lodge. 

On the afternoon of August to, 1893 the laying of 
the Corner Stone and dedication of the new public 
school (now the present museum building) was per
formed by the officers of Manitoba Grand Lodge 
assisted by the officers of the new Oriental Lodge. 
This ceremony was witnessed by a large crowd with 
the Melita Band in attendance. 

June to, 1895, the Brethren of Oriental Lodge 
assisted on the occasion of the laying of the Corner 
Stone by Grand Lodge officers for the Episcopal 
Church at Hartney, Man. 

The Oriental Lodge had lodge room facilities 
leased in the C. P. Holden building. As these rooms 
were no longer available, arrangments were made to 
meet in the Lo.o.F. Hall. The first meeting was on 
November 18, 1904. 

The Corner Stone of the new addition to the 
Melita Public School was laid and the school dedi
cated by the officers of Grand Lodge of Manitoba 
early in the month of October 1905. The Brethren of 
Oriental Lodge assisted, with the local choir in atten
dance. 

It is believed that a special train was used for the 
joint installation of officers of Deloraine and Oriental 
Lodges on December 27, 1905. Past District Deputy 
Grand Master R. W. Thornton acted as installing 
master. 

Being desirous of a lodge room of their own, 
Oriental Lodge was able to negotiate a lease for lodge 
room facilities in the stone building on the corner of 
Front and Main Streets from T. D. Sturgeon. The 
first meeting was on February 8, 1907. 

W. Bro. John Crerar, the first worshipful master 
of the lodge in 1893, continued to install the officers 
of the lodge until his retirement and move to Califor
nia in 1927. 

In June 1928, Oriental Lodge Brethren assisted in 
the laying of the Corner Stone in the new building to 
house the Reston Lodge A.F. and A.M. 

In October 1929 Oriental Lodge vacated their 
premises in the Sturgeon Block and moved to the 
1.0. O. F. Hall at the corner of Souris and Main 
Streets. 



On July 14, 1943 the lodge celebrated its Golden 
Jubilee with a lodge meeting at which five members 
of Grand Lodge attended. A church service at 3 p.m. 
in the Presbyterian Church was conducted by R. W. 
Bro. M. P. Floyd with R. Wor. Bro. Pelkey Senior 
Grand Master of Grand Lodge as guest speaker. The 
jubilee ended with a banquet in the United Church. 

Over the years there have been many who be
came members of Oriental Lodge, also many who 
have moved away, taking their demit and joining 
other lodges. However there are still quite a number 
of non-resident members on the roll. 

The lodge is still active, meeting regularly, en
deavouring to dispense peace, harmony and broth
erly love among its members and in tum to all 
mankind. 

Past Masters 
1893-1894 *John Crerar 
1895 *E. R. Redpath 
1896 *A. T. Broderick 
1897 *1. L. Campbell 
1898 * John Crerar 
1899 *C. P. Estlin 
1900 *Geo. Stewart 
1901 * John Crerar 
1902 * 1. B. Graham 
1903 *T. S. Menary 
1904 *H. V. Morse 
1905-1906 *w. J. Cobb 
1907-1926 *1. W. Hewitt 
1908 *R. T. Drew 
1909 *R. N. Wyatt 
1910-1916 1. H. Pollock 
1911 * Andrew Duncan 
1912-1913 *0. P. Stratton 
1914 *L. S. Arnold 
1915 *w. Leslie 
1917 *George A. Pope 
1918-1919 *C. H. L. Smith 
1920-1921 *L. S. Arnold 
1922 *George A. Pope 
1923 *V. C. Farrow 
1924-1932 *T. S. Loucks 
1925 *lohn Williams 
1927 *E. H. Floyd 
1928 *F. M. Pope 
1929 *E. A. Campbell 
1930-1931 *M. A. Snedden 
1933 W. V. McLure 
1934-1935 *R. H. Shearer 
1935 *H. L. Morrow 
1936 *1. A. Ross 
1937 H. P. Musson 
1938 *1. G. Cobb 
1939 *G. B. Barker 
1940 *w. S. McCreath 
1941 *John Davison 
1942 S. G. Kennedy 
1943 *L. R. Tribe 
1944 *H. M. Smith 
1944 *H. L. Morrow 
1945 *w. V. McLure 
1946 *F. 1. Lang 
1947 *George Branston 
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1948 *N. A. Gould 
1949 C. E. Cornish 
1950 *G. C. Forster 
1951 E. H. Russell 
1952 1. B. Barker 
1953 *N. W. Walker 
1954 *1. Northam 
1955 *George Drier 
1956 K. C. Cobb 
1957-1958 George Anderson 
1959-1960 A. E. Andrews 
1961-1980 Charles Durward 
1962 G. H. Kirby 
1963 Don Simpson 
1964 S. O. Goodman 
1965 V. A. Higgins 
1966 C. I. Cole 
1967-1976 1. W. Kennedy 
1968-1978 Ross Simpson 
1969 G. D. Morrow 
1970-1971 L. Max White 
1972 L. R. Keyes 
1973-1979 W. J. Coleman 
1974 G. M. Babcock 
1975 E. Purse 
1977 L. N. Murray 

Order of the Eastern Star 
submitted by Mrs. Hilda Ross 

*Deceased 

On January 8, 1945 Alexander Shepherd, Worthy 
Grand Patron of Manitoba, accompanied by other 
Grand Officers, and the officers of Victoria Chapter 
No.5 Hartney, journeyed to Melita to institute a new 
Chapter. 

On September 19, 1945 Melita Chapter No. 34 
was constituted, and the charter was presented. To 
George Branston and Mrs. Branston, we are greatly 
indebted for their fine work in the organization and 
untiring efforts teaching the work of the Order. Mr. 
Branston was transferred to another bank, and Harry 
Morrow became instructor. To him also we are very 
grateful. 

The officers of the newly constituted Chapter 
were: W. M. - Christine Kennedy; W. P. - Harry 
Morrow; A. M. - Hilda Ross; A. P. Roy Tribe; 
Secretary - Margaret Gould; Treasurer - Anne 
Sures; Condo - Flora Cobb; A. C. Ada Tribe; Chap. 

Maude White; Mar. - Alice Farrow; Organist
Helen Walker; Ada - Shirley Branston; Ruth 
Velma Thompson; Esther Marguerite Cornish; 
Martha Jean Main; Electa - Marie Nichol; War
den Mary Dunbar; Sentinel- Norman Gould. 
Other Charter members were: Otto Bugg, John 
Cobb, Lila Forster, Hogar Fieldsend, Mary McLure, 
Art Ross, Harry Sures, Charles Forster, Mabel 
Shearer, and Ruth Mackie. 

At Grand Chapter, June 1949, Lois Thomas of 
Hartney was elected Worthy Grand Matron of Man
itoba, and Harry Morrow was elected Worthy Grand 
Patron of Manitoba. 



Honorary members of our Chapter were: Mr. 
George Branston P.G.P. of Sask., Mrs. Lois Thomas 
of Hartney P. G. M. of Manitoba, Mr. Harry Morrow 
P.G.P. of Manitoba, Mr. C. Thomas of Hartney 
P.G.P. of Manitoba, Mrs. Irene Ramsay of Winnipeg 
P.G.M. of Manitoba, Mr. 1. Cuthill of Reston P.G.P. 
of Manitoba, Mr. John Hodgson of Hartney P. G. P. of 
Manitoba, Mr. 1. Segal of Winnipeg P.G.P. of Man
itoba, and Mrs. Geo. Branston. 

Members appointed to office in Grand Chapter 
were Mrs. Christine Kennedy - Grand Chaplain, 
Mrs. Hilda Ross - Grand Ruth, Mrs. Sadie Chal
mers - Grand Ruth, and Miss Evelyn Andrews 
Grand Organist. A number of our members have 
been appointed Grand Representatives; these we 
think of as our Ambassadors of Good Will. 

Now 37 years after the Constitution of our Chap
ter, many changes have taken place. Some members 
have moved away; many new members have joined 
our Order; and a number of members have passed on 
to the Grand Chapter on High. 

The Peace Chapel in the Peace Garden is a beauti
ful sanctuary, sponsored by General Grand Chapter, 
North Dakota, U.S.A. Eastern Sar, and the Man
itoba, Canada Eastern Star. The Chapel is non-de
nominational, small, but very beautiful and impres
sive. All are welcome to use the Chapel for 
appropriate services. It is frequently used for church 
services, weddings and baptisms. The Chapel is an 
attraction to visitors from all over the world. 

Our Chapter has contributed to the Chapel fund, 
the Children's Aid Society, the March of Dimes, the 
Manitoba Temple Fund, the Arthritis Society, the 
Heart Fund, the Cancer Fund, the Religious Training 
Fund and the Transient Sick Fund. Used clothing has 
been sent to the needy. 

During the years the teachings of our Order have 
enriched our lives, and bound us together in a chain 
of fraternalism. 

Milford Lodge 
The Milford Lodge No. 271 of the Sons of En

gland was organized Jan. 30, 1905. The officers 
elected were: C. P. Estlin - P.P.; Fred Merrit -
W.P.;J. W. Jackman-V.P.;Rec. Roch Chaplain; 
A. Aitkens-W. Sec.; A. B. Estlin-W. Treas.; 1. 
Storey 1st Guide; H. Armsden- 2nd Guide; Geo. 
Knight 3rd Guide; W. Moore - 4th Guide; Fred 
Stainds - 5th Guide; S. S. Duncomb - 6th Guide; 
Jim Garrett - Inside Tyler; W. Brook - Outside 
Tyler. 

On June 1, 1905 Milford Lodge No. 271, Sons of 
England Benefit Society, held their first annual 
church parade to Christ Church, Melita. 
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In 1907 arrangements were made with the council 
for a block of land in the Melita Cemetery for burial 
purposes. Lots 1, 2 and 19 in block 20 were donated 
for $1. 

An annual dance and social was one of the lodge's 
activities as well as the annual parade at the River 
Park pavillion. 

On May 23, 1917 St. George's Day Supper was 
celebrated at the hotel followed by a whist drive and 
social in the lodge room. Members have invested 
$700 in war loans. 

There was no further mention of this lodge in the 
papers. 

OFFICERS: 1908-1918 
1908 Geo. Knight President; F. E. Aitkens

Recording Secretary 
1909 L. S. Arnold - President; P. A. Jones 

Secretary 
1910 E. Briggs - President 
191\ 1. G. Ridgeway - President; H. L. Dyer

Secretary 
1912 1. H. Graves President; H. L. Dyer-

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916-1917 

1918 

Secretary 
W W Brook - President; H. L. Dyer 
Secretary 
V. Farrow - President; Mr. Maunders
Secretary 
W E Oates - President; R. H. Laby 
Recording Secretary 
1. Braithwaite President; H. L. Dyer-
Secretary 
C. E. Briggs - President; H. L. Dyer
Secretary 

Other Lodges in Melita 
Foresters Court - No. 303 was operating 

November 26, 1891. They met 2nd and 4th Mondays 
of the month at Bell and Cosgrove Hall (1.0. 0. F. Hall 
today). 

1891 - R. T. Atkinson Pres. and C. R. P. Collenge R.S. 
1900 - T. A. Blackwell Pres. and W 1. Graham R.S. 
1904 - E. F. Dobbyn Pres. and C. P. Holden R.S. 
1907 T. H. Evans Pres. and W 1. Graham R.S. 
1908-1913 - W J. Graham Pres. and T. H. Evans R.S. 
1909-1913 - E. E Dobbyn R.S. 
P. Com. Rev. 1. 0. Dunford M. at A. Rev. Geo Cobb 
Com. Rev. A. E. Kemp EM. of the G. Rev. A. T. Farrow 
L. Com. Rev. R. McKay S.M. of the G. Rev. C. Clement 
RK FK Rev. J. T. Newell Sentinel Rev. W W Moorby 
Chap. Rev. 1. Davison Picket Rev. G. H. Connor 
Sergo Rev. A. Mattice 
1908 Melita Tent #43 elections: Commander Sir Knight A. T. 
Farrow. Record keeper Henry Weldon. Members: Mattice, Moorby, 
Burkholder, Jobbins, and 1. M. Dobbyn. 

1911-1913 Melita Royal Black Perceptory 
T. Brook, Registrar, then W 1. Graham in 1913. W 1. Graham, 
WP., then A. 1. Cameron WP. in 1913. 

The Modem Woodman of America Camp No. 14733. 
1910 and 1911 Consul- T. Roberts and Clerk 1. F. G. Sutherland. 



Organizations 
Agriculture Society 

The Souris River Agriculture Society was formed 
in 1887 with H. Gates the first president and T. 
Newberry the first secretary. The annual meeting 
held in December 1891, was the first to be recorded 
publicly, as the Enterprise began publishing in 
November that same year. The president at that time 
was Mr. Downie and directors: J. Duthie, H. L. 
Elliott, J. S. Thompson, J. Downie, J. Ketcheson, W. 
Kilkenny, J. A. Ross, T. Cook, J. Henderson, W. 
Stratton, and J. A. Salisbury (auditor). 

The sixth annual fair was held August 2 and 3, 
1892 and was the first two day fair. 

In 1899 the Society was making a collection of 
grains and a sheaf for the purpose of exhibiting in 
Brandon and Winnipeg in 1900. The exhibits at the 
local fair in 1900 increased by 400 making a total of 
1300 exhibits. 

In 1901 the Souris River Agriculture Society pro
moted Forestry. A speaker came for the purpose of 
teaching the kinds of trees to plant and how to plant 
them. A committee was set up: A. B. Estlin, R. M. 
Graham, A. Wilson, J. L. Campbell, A. D. Wheeler, 
and A. E. Thompson M.P. to carry the matter 
through in regards to government assistance and the 
supervision of small tree plantings on homesteads, 
towns, and parks. John Crerar set out 8000 trees in 
May that year and Mr. Richardson set out 1500 one 
and two year old seedlings of ash, maple, cotton
wood, and elm and 500 Russian poplar. 

An octagonal building or "Agriculture Hall" was 
constructed in 1902. Each span was 20 feet and the 
walls were 16 feet high. 1903 saw attendance of 1600 
at the most successful fair with usual prizes awarded 
for farm stock, roots, grains, dairy products, domes
tic and manufacture, fancy work, fine arts, etc. The 
"Hall" was painted and a race track graded. A ce
ment floor was put in the hall the following year. 

1904 saw horse races, baseball tournaments and 
the attendance of a brass band. Prize money awarded 
was $1500, and admission was 25 cents. At this stage 
the Agriculture Society was assisted by $50, annual 
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donations from the municipality and the Village of 
Melita. The next year the Department of Agriculture 
arranged a list of fair groups to conveniently send out 
thoroughly competent judges to assist in judging and 
awarding prizes. 

By June 1905 a large grandstand had been built 
for the Dominion Day celebrations. There was an 
attendance of 3000 people. In 1908 there was a rumor 
of the Agriculture Society purchasing River Park and 
lands adjacent and moving the buildings from the 
original location - north east comer of Melita. This 
caused much controversy, and it wasn't until Decem
ber 1910 that the buildings were actually moved. The 
new park grounds adjacent to River Park, had been 
purchased in 1908 by the town from J. A. Ross. A 
debenture of $4000, provided payment of $2000 for 
36 acres and the balance for construction of a bridge, 
fencing and beautifying the grounds. A carload of 
spruce trees arrived in Melita in May 1908 and 580 of 
these were planted in the area. 

The Agriculture Society received a special build
ing grant from the government in 1911, and additional 
stables were built for cattle and horses. During this 
time donations from the town of Melita and the 
Arthur municipality increased to $200. In 1912 the 
Agriculture statement showed that the Melita Fair 
stood 3rd in the province for the total prize money 
paid in 1911, except of course for association fairs. 
The fair in 1912 was of three day duration. The next 
two years saw a decline in attendance, the first year 
perhaps due to a lack of sports program, the follow
ing year was not a great success due to an early 
harvest. 

In 1916 a Home Economic Society was formed 
and demonstrations were given on interior decorat
ing, beekeeping in Manitoba, millinery, and dress
making. A special lending library was set up within 
the society. 

A grant of $500 was received from the Arthur 
council in 1917 and a "Calithumpion Parade" again 
attempted. The society held a seed grain fair and in 
December a dressed poultry show. 



The summer fair in 1918 was poor due to scarcity 
offeed, and when the season was hot, dry and windy, 
animals were in poor condition. A new feature that 
year was the Boys and Girls hand fed calves and 
chickens. The following year saw the Society in the 
best financial state it had been. By 1920, ladies were 
serving lunches at the Crystal Palace Pavilion in the 
Agriculture grounds. 

Through the early 20's there was little mention in 
the papers of the Agriculture Society other than an
nual meetings. In 1924 the fair included a baseball 
tournament with $500 in prizes and a dance in the 
pavilion, which had been extended that year. The 
same year the big attraction was the "Mule Race" -
five mules and five gladiators: W. 1. Ronaghon, may
or of Napinka; Dr. Schnell, president of Agriculture 
Society; E. H. Floyd, president of the Board of 
Trade; Bill Sterling, taking Mayor Hewitt's place, 
and Joe Dobbyn riding for Reeve Allen of Arthur. 
This fair set new records for attendance and exhibi
tion, but still had to sponsor a dance to cover over
draught at the bank. 

The 39th annual exhibition was held in 1925 with 
horse racing, a baseball tournament, and a 1000 
member Indian pow-wow including a full dress street 
parade. The 1926 fair wound up with a dance, music 
supplied by Melita Melody Men. The next year's fair 
was cancelled due to rain. 
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In 1928 all buildings on the Society grounds were 
painted white, the grandstand refloored, a judges" 
stand was erected on the race track and the poultry 
building was moved and placed on a cement founda
tion. The Fat Calf competition was added to the 
livestock section, open to boys and girls under 16 
years. The calves were to be under one year. There 
was no entry fee and first prize was $100. 

Early in 1929 a seed cleaning plant under the 
auspices of the Agriculture Society was made avail
able to local farmers. It consisted of a double unit 
Carter disc cleaner and a fanning mill. The commit
tee to oversee consisted of Percy Brockinton, James 
Murray and Chester Whitley. That year the usual 
exhibition took place with $700 prize money for 
baseball and horse races. The big midway John 
Francis shows was added to the 1930 exhibition. 
Other attractions were the third annual calf competi
tion, fiddlers' contest and a dance at the theatre. 1931 
and 1932 exhibitions were cancelled but the Agricul
ture Society sponsored a baseball tournament in 
1932. 

The seed cleaning plant had been in operation 
four years by this time. 

A meeting was called in 1937 to re-organize after 
a lapse of seven years. 1. M. Dobbyn became presi
dent. 

The 1939 fair was successful with 3000 paying 



Stock Parade 1940 (note River Bridge in background). 

admission. In 1940 Casey Shows, of Winnipeg, were 
in attendance, with good horse racing and a garden 
competition. The 48th annual exhibition in 1941 in
cluded harness and running races. 

Melita horse racing on Fair Day 1940. 

In 1944 the fair attendance was 4500 with horse 
racing, Casey Shows and a dance in the Coliseum. 
By 1945, Melita exhibition was tied in with the great 
Western Racing circuit, other attractions; the Strang
er Midway, and Souris Air Force 35 piece band, and a 
dance concluding. This same year an Agriculture 
office situated in the W. G. Powne building was 
opened under the joint auspices of the Agriculture 
Society and Dominion Experimental Farms. Mr. Wes 
Nelson was in charge. 

In 1946 a three day exhibition was tried with two 
days for racing. At the fall annual meeting a Boys' 
and Girls' Calf Club was organized; Robert Banks 
President, Ira Snyder Vice-President, W. S. Mc
Creath Secretary-Treasurer. Directors: Percy 
Brockinton, A. F. Walker, Mrs. W. 1. Davies, John 
McRae, H. Weston, A. A. Forsyth, and Mrs. Royal 
Pue. 

A new cattle barn was built in 1947 on the north 
side of the grounds, which had just been purchased. 
Casey Shows were booked and Gene Newton was 
engaged for two evenings at the Coliseum. In 1948 

191 

Adam Darling of Napinka was nominated for a life 
membership, being an exhibitor for 49 years. That 
year there was a request to the Extension Service by 
Edward, Albert, Brenda municipalities for an agri
culture representative and a veterinarian. 1950 saw a 
motion that Percy Brockinton be paid for land trans
ferred from town to him and from him to the Society. 
Andy Foster Gates came into being for race meets. 
Organizations were catering in eating places east of 
the grandstand. Ralph Poston, the first Agriculture 
Representative was introduced in 1950. The race 
meet and fair were cancelled this season. 

There was a fair in 1951, as in the past with races, 
etc. 1952 being the year of the foot and mouth dis
ease, no livestock was exhibited. 

In 1953 land at the north of Melita, owned by the 
Agriculture Society was purchased by The Veterans' 
Land Act on behalf of veterans who were to build 
there. The Legion was granted permission to make a 
baseball diamond on the Agriculture grounds in 
1954. Two years later a 4-H Calf Club Show and Sale 
was included in the fair. The report that came in the 
fall of 1956 mentioned this new feature at Melita as 
most commendable. Eight 4-H Beef Clubs, with a 
total of 85 calves, were exhibited, and auctioned by 
Bob Baldwin who donated his services. The Agricul
ture Society was cognizant of the importance that 
livestock must play in the role of a permanent agri
culture. Grain growing alone was insufficient, there
fore more attention to these 4-H Clubs must be given. 

Through the 1950's the exhibitions and fair were 
gradually phased out, due to flooding and poor con
ditions of the grounds, also some lack of interest. The 
last recorded exhibits were 1958. The Agriculture 
Society continued in name in order to sponsor the 
4-H Calf Club Show and Sale with 4-H Beef Club 
members and leaders classified as members. By the 
late _60's Home Economics 4-H members and leaders 
were added to the Agriculture Society. In the early 
70's it was moved that the executive of the Agricul
ture Society and the executive of the South West 4-H 
Leaders' Association be one, and senior members be 
allowed a seat with the directors, with a1l4-H Clubs 
in the Agriculture Representative area being repre
sented. 

Since this time Melita has held their own Rally 
very successfully, with the 1983 Rally being the 
eleventh. It is with this that the Arthur Electoral 
Division Agriculture Society pays tribute to the past. 

4-H in the Melita Area 
The predecessor of 4-H in Manitoba was The 

Boys' and Girls' Clubs, and it all started at Roland, 
Manitoba in 1913. Even today, 4-H'ers pledge their 



Head, Heart, Hands, and Health to clearer thinking, 
greater loyalty, larger service, and better living. 

In 1951 the Extension Service, Manitoba Depart
ment of Agriculture, established a Boys' and Girls' 
Club Trust Fund for furthering club work in Man
itoba. The following year these clubs became of
ficially known as 4-H Clubs. 

The Boys' and Girls' Swine Club 
The boys' and girls' club was organized in 1936 

with Jack Kirkup as president and W. V. McLure 
representing the Agricultural Society. The following 
year Jack Harmon was president, Dallas Loutitt Sec
retary-Treasurer, and Mr. McLure continuing as 
manager. 

In 1939, the Junior Swine Club had their fair in 
October, with 32 members taking part. 

Seed Club 
In late 1930's a seed club was formed and active 

until the 1950's. From records found in the Provincial 
Archives of Manitoba, the 1943 enrolment included 
Jack Harmon, Adam Gress, Don Forsyth, Juitt 
Smith, Roy Lamport, James Brown, and Dale Smith 
as members. Meetings were held in the Ogilvie ele
vator. 

In 1937, Roy Lamport won an award trip to Win
nipeg, and in 1938 Juiu Smith was the winner. 

In 1939 the seed club scored high at the Regional 
Fair held in Deloraine. 

Potato Club 
The Melita 4-H Potato Club was organized in the 

early 1950's, having 18 members. Mr. Ralph Poston 
was Agricultural Representative. Club leader was 
Mr. W. V. McLure with Mr. G. Hoover as assistant. 
The Executive consisted of President, Ross Simpson; 
Vice-President, Larry Cocquyt; Secretary, Jim Yeo. 

On November 8, 1951 a Potato Club Fair was held 
with all members exhibiting. In July 1954, represen
tatives of the Potato Club attended the Provincial 
Exhibition and visited the Experimental Farm. 
Home Economics Club 

The first Home Economics Club, according to 
available records, was organized in 1949, and was 
called "The Merry Maids". This was before District 
Home Economists were available, and Miss L. 
McDonald from the Extension Service judged the 
members' work at Achievement Day which was held 
in the school. Club members attended Rally at Souris 
and girls taking part received beauty kits. 

In 1951 leaders were: Mrs. G. Andries, Mrs. W. 
Mason, Mrs. Ross, Mrs. D. Green, and Mrs. M. 
Snyder. Projects in Foods and Clothing were taken. 
In later years Home Design, Handicrafts, Home 
Nursing, Self Determined, and Photography were 
added. More recently Woodworking and Mechanics 
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Melita Home Ec. display 1959. 

Melita Home Ec. at Boissevain Rally 1958-59. 

have been included which has added boys to the 
enrolment. 

An Achievement is held at the end of the club 
year, and members are chosen to take part in the 
Rally in inter club competition. Until 1973, the Club 
attended the Boissevain Rally, mainly, although for a 
couple of years the Melita Agricultural Representa
tivearea was included in the Virden Rally. The club 
also attended District Rallies held at Brandon. 

Home Economics members have had a good 
share of awards, with participation in experience 
trips, queens in rallies, Tex Made awards, and gold 
watch winners. The Home Economics Club has been 
active in Public Speaking, Demonstrations, and 
Community Activities. Each year the club canvasses 
the town of Melita for the Ability Fund. Two demon
strating teams took part in the Provincial Competi
tions. These were Rosalind Elliott and Gail Brown of 
the Foods Club, and Brenda Bryson and Judith Walk
er of the Clothing Section. 

At present (1982) the Melita Clubs work under 
the 4-H Program Assistant, Mrs. Wendy Bulloch of 
Reston. She is a part-time worker for the Melita 
Agricultural Representative area. 

Senior Beef Club 
The Melita 4-H Beef Club has been organized 



successfully in the community for over 30 years. 
During that time a large number of young people 
have participated in the 4-H program. 

Some of the willing leaders who have given over 
five years service were: Roy Lamport, Jack Harmon, 
Bill Harmon, Max Ross, and Doug Snyder. 

Club membership was high in the 1970's, but 
since then, because of declining farm population in 
our immediate area, the senior club membership is 
down. 

The Melita Club has contributed many good 
quality calves to the annual Agricultural Rally, and 
the members have done well in all other aspects of 
showing as well. 

The members have learned a great deal through 
working with each other and in working with their 
calves. 

In the earlier years, the members showed only a 
market steer or heifer. In time, more classes were 
made available and a bred heifer and a continuation 
heifer class was added. In the last several years a fed 
calf class was also started. 

One of the highlights of the Melita Club was the 
formation of the first Pee Wee Calf Club in the area, 
and this was proven most successful and entertain
ing. 

Many social contacts through bonspiels, jam
borees, and trips have given the young people new 
friends and memorable experiences. 

Several of our members have won the "Gold 
Watch Award", the coveted area award for an out
standing 4-H member. A number have been on ex
change trips and have had the opportunity of sharing 
their homes with 4-H members from another part of 
Canada or the United States. We have also had a 
member become a 4-H Ambassador, a new provin
cial program set up to assist with 4-H functions and 
with programming. 

The last few years have also brought calf scram
bles to the Manitoba Winter Fair and a number of our 
members have been winners there. 

There are many facets to the 4-H program. The 
money received for the market calf has helped many 
young people further their education or reach their 
goals in some other way. 

The most important aspect is what they have 
learned for themselves. The pride and satisfaction 
they feel when their calves are ready on show day is 
most rewarding. 

It is only through the willing guidance ofleaders, 
the co-operation of parents and the devotion of the 
young people to their calves, that the Melita 4-H 
Beef Club will continue so successfully. 
Melita Pee Wee 4-H Beef Club 

The Melita Pee Wee 4-H Beef Club was 
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organized under the leadership of Max Ross with 
Cornie Klassen as assistant leader in the fall of 1965. 
There were ten members when the club was 
organized, namely: Tammy Harmon, Glen Harmon, 
David Huys, Janet Swanson, Rick Tilbury, Theresa 
Klassen, Rick Klassen, Donna Serruys, Diane Ross, 
and Sharon Ross. These young people worked very 
hard towards the first Rally Day which was held July 
13, 1966. A few years later Cornie Klassen took over 
as leader with interested parents helping as assistant 
leaders. 

The club held toboggan parties, wiener roasts, 
Christmas parties, and picnics as well as holding one 
bingo a year to help pay for expenses and some of the 
prizes on Rally Day. The rest of the trophies and 
prizes were provided by interested merchants and 
parents. 

Cornie Klassen was leader until June 1982 when 
Murray and Janet Brown, Glen and Sheila Harmon, 
and Shirley Jago took over as leaders. Janet and Glen 
were among the first group of members in 1965. 

The objectives of the club is to get young people 
ages five to nine years interested in the 4-H move
ment to prepare them to advance in further fields and 
to take part as good citizens in their community. 

Light Horse and Pony Club 
Interest in horses gave rise to the organization of a 

Light Horse and Pony Club in the early 1970's. Wal
lace Downey was leader, with Gordon and Mary 
Brown assistant leaders for the 15-20 members who 
belonged to the club, called the Melita Trail Riders. 
Those holding offices in the 4-H club included: Ca
thy Brown, Raelene Thompson, and Randy McCan
nell. 

Club work included care of horses and learning to 
ride. The members participated in parades, and 
learned drills. They also went on enjoyable trail 
rides. 

The club disbanded after two or three years of 
operation. 

4-H Rally 
Since 1973 the Melita Agricultural Representa

tive area has held its own Rally, which each year has 
been very successful. Agricultural Clubs as well as 
Home Economics Clubs attended, with the Sale of 
4-H calves taking place at the end of the show. 

Several 4-H Exchange trips have been carried 
out, the more recent being one with Sioux County, 
North Dakota in 1980 and 1981. The first part of an 
exchange with Steel County, Minnesota was a visit to 
the Melita area in 1982. 

The tradition of 4-H continues today, enforcing 
the 4-H Motto, "Learn to Do by Doing". 



Leaders of Melita 4-H Clubs with 5 or more years 
in 4-H, (June 1982) 
5-9 years as a leader 
Emelia Pickett (deceased) 
Lorna Coleman 
Raylene Armstrong 
Mirna Speare 
Anne Burton 
Mrs. 1. Swehla 
Lynda Elliott 
Roberta Walker 

Georgette Vanbeselaere 
Jean Loucks 
Joyce Keyes 
Penny Edwards 
Marion McLean 
Jessie Taylor 
Doug Snyder 

Since some 4-H records are missing, our apolo
gies if any leader's name has been omitted. 
10 or over 
Herb Pickett 
Georgette Hemeryck 
Kay Ross 
Clarice Ramsey 
Olive Johnson 
Ruby Andrews 

Pioneer Picnic 

Cornie Klassen 
Gordon Atkins 
Jack Harmon 
Roy Lamport 
Max Ross 

On July 1, 1883 the second annual picnic was 
held in the grove at Sourisford. It was a most success
ful affair. It is to be regretted that no attendance book 
was started then, but this was done as soon as the 
association was formed. However, I am glad to be 
able to give a copy of the winners of the various races 
for which there were upwards of 80 entries, and more 
than $50 was paid out in prizes, which was almost all 
subscribed on the grounds. There was an abundance 
of refreshment of the best quality and the affair 
surpassed the most sanguine expectations of the com
mittee. The programme of races follows. Prize list of 
the athletic games at Sourisford July 1, 1883. 

Judges Messrs. Amos Snyder, 1. M. Sellar 
and 1. Dann. 

Judges of Sports - Messrs. D. Sherriff and 1. L. 
Campbell. 

Races 
100 Yard Dash -1st W. Breakey, 2nd F. Salter, 

3rd Guthrie. Standing Long Jump 1st 1. W. 
Snyder, 2nd William Johnston, 3rd Guthrie. Quarter 
Mile Race 1st W. Breakey, 2nd 1. W. Snyder, 3rd 
William Furtney. Running Long Leap 1st W. 
Breakey, 2nd 1. W. Snyder, 3rd W. Furtney. Three 
LeggedRace-lst1. W. Snyder and W. Furtney, 2nd 
W. Breakey and F. Salter, 3rd D. Sherriff and 1. 
Hyde. Standing Hop, Skip and Jump 1st 1. W. 
Snyder, 2nd W. Breakey, 3rd W. Furtney. Hurdle 
Race - 1st W. Breakey, 2nd F. Salter, 3rd 1. Hyde. 
Running Hop, Skip and Jump -1st W. Breakey, 2nd 
W. Furtney, 3rd 1. W. Snyder. Relief Race 1st 
Furtney and Breakey, 2nd Johnston and Rice, 3rd 
Sherriff and Hyde. VaUlting - 1st W. Furtney, 2nd 1. 
W. Snyder. Half Mile Race 1st 1. Hyde, 2nd S. 
Johnston, 3rd W. Breakey. Horse Race - 1st Robert 
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Tooke, 2nd W. Furtney, 3rd H. 1. Snyder. Backward 
Leap-lstAlfGould, 2ndJ. W. Snyder, 3rd1. Hyde. 
Putting the Stone - 1st Guthrie, 2nd 1. Sharpe, 3rd 
A. BelL StandingHighJump-lst1. W. Snyder, 2nd 
W. Furtney. Throwing the Ball 1st 1. Sharp, 2nd D. 
Elliott, 3rd W. Breakey. Consolation Race - 1st 1. 
Holme, 2nd F. McBean, 3rd W. 1. Jellis. 

There were several pioneer picnics following 
July 1, 1882, but it wasn't until 1899 that the Pioneers 
Association became organized as such. A committee 
was set up in May, instigated by the Agricultural 
Society, for this purpose. Mr. Alf Gould was the 
chairman with A. D. Wheeler as secretary and a 
central committee consisting of W. 1. Thomas, 1. L. 
Campbell, 1. B. Elliot, 1. F. Atkinson, Richard 
Thomas, William Kilkenny, R. W. Edmonson, 1. S. 
Thomson were most of the people filling offices 
when the association formed in August, 1899. 

Pioneer Celebrations - The 20th Anniversary of 
the settlement of the Souris River County (From the 
Melita Progress 1889.) 

"On August 1 at Sourisford, in the beautiful 
grove near the old homestead of Gould and Elliott, at 
the junction of South Antler Creek and the Souris 
River, was assembled the largest concourse of people 
ever gathered together in S. W. Manitoba. The road
side was lined with vehicles. Very conservative esti
mates place the number present from 12 to 1500 
persons. 

The old time ox cart and lumber wagon drawn by 
oxen used by the pioneers in the early 80's were 
replaced by covered wagons and bicycles, while the 
old time "bannock and syrup" were replaced with 
the most delicate and inviting pastry known to mod
ern cookery. 

At 12:30 o'clock the table cloths were laid upon 
the ground and dinner was served in true picnic style, 
while the ground was literally covered with ample 
spread. A large stove with boilers on it to provide hot 
water for tea and coffee stood right beside the old 
foundation marks of the shack where W. F. Thomas, 
the first white settler of the Souris River district 
located for the winter of 1879. The shack consisted of 
small excavation in the ground about 18" deep over 
which a log house was erected. 

After dinner Mr. Alf Gould as chairman of the 
Provisional committee, called the gathering to order. 
All joined in singing "God Save The Queen" and 
proceeded to organize a Pioneers Association. The 
office bearers must be persons of at least ten years 
residence in the district. Hon. President was John 
Dobbyn; President - Alf Gould; 1st Vice President 

R. M. Graham, 2nd Vice - John McKague, 
Secretary A. D. Wheeler; Treasurer W. E 
Thomas. The executive committee consisted of 1. L. 



Campbell, James Henderson, James Downey, R. W. 
Thomas, E. F. Dobbyn, 1. McConnell, H. 1. Archi
bald, W. D. Lee, Andrew Lyle, James Ketcheson, H. 
Detwiler, and James Reid. A membership list was 
opened and all could join for 50¢. 

After organization short addresses were given by 
some of the early settlers. The Pierson Brass Band 
was on the grounds and enlivened the proceedings. 
"It is we believe the purpose of the association to 
collect all possible data for future writing of the 
history of the early settlement of the district. " 

The Agricultural Society offered a prize for the 
best article written on the early history of the munic
ipality of Arthur. (See Charles F. Campbell essay 
under Arthur Municipality). 

The 1902 picnic was attended by 1900 to 2000 
and the celebration of 1903 was a combination of 
athletic sports and the orthodox bush picnic. While a 
portion of the crowd was in the open enjoying a 
program of sports, many others preferred the less 
exciting time under the trees on the banks of the 
Antler. The Melita Band contributed much to the 
pleasure of the picnickers. The Town of Melita de
clared a holiday so all could attend. 

In 1914 Mr. James Duncan proposed that the 
following year be International Peace celebration and 
the people across the boundary be invited to celebrate 
100 years of peace between Great Britain and the 
U.S.A. This became a reality in 1915. Mrs. James 
Duncan, President of the Association and John 
Williams, M.P.P. for the area gave speeches. Miss 
Myrtle Elliott as Miss Canada, presented the Cana
dian flag to Mr. Warriner, the speaker from West-
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hope, N.D. Mr. Warriner, dressed as Uncle Sam, 
presented the Stars and Stripes flag to the Canadian 
speakers. There were 3000 to 4000 in attendance. 

In 1917, the new pavilion was built and was a 
great convenience to the Coulter ladies. 

In 1929 the Pioneer Association built a Memorial 
Arch to Sourisford Park in honor of Francis Coulter 
who donated the grounds. It was of reinforced con
crete 11 feet high with the inscription "Donated by 
Francis Coulter, November 1, 1928 settled in the 
district 1882. Born June 15, 1884, Died Feb. 5, 
1929." The second slab inscription reads, "Arthur 
County Pioneers Association, organized August 
1899, Alfred Gould, President; A. D. Wheeler, Sec
retary; W. F. Thomas, Treasurer." Only 1500 people 
attended that year. 

In 1932 a log house was donated to the park by W. 
R. Cosgrove. The building had been erected in 1883 
or 1885. Mr. Robert Took of Lyleton and Mr. 1. G. 
Elliott of Coulter assisted in the original construction 
and were among those who helped move the build
ing. 

Nine acres south of Antler Creek were donated 
for park use by Norman Gould. This land includes 
the old stone Gould house. The property was pre
sented during 1967 Centennial celebrations by Dale 
Gould, second son of Norman Gould. 

Though the pioneer picnic is somewhat smaller 
today it is still an annual function. The Pioneer Asso
ciation is still active and its members keep the 
grounds in good repair. 



Horticulture Society 
A Horticulture Society was formed July 31, 1928, 

with the membership fee being $1. The president was 
W. J. Bower and Mrs. C. P. Holden was the secretary. 
The annual flower show was cancelled in 1932, due 
to hot dry weather, and no further mention of this club 
was made. 

Antler River Horticulture Society 
1975-1982 
submitted by Herb Pickett 

In the fall of 1975, a group of people in Melita 
talked about starting a horticultural society taking in 
the towns around. The first meeting to organize was 
held at Hazel and Harvey Robson's home. About 20 
people attended the meeting along with Mrs. Jasper 
of Hartney and Mr. Ludlam of Reston. They told us 
what was involved in forming a new society, and of 
how much good a society could do in the area. An 
executive was selected to hold office for one year; 
Herb Picket - President; Trudy Warren Vice
President; Sharon Anderson - Treasurer; Hazel 
Robson - Secretary. Membership was to be $1. A 
motion was made to hold a further organizational 
meeting November 20, 1975, and invite Mr. Fred 
Weir, a horticultural specialist from Winnipeg, to 
attend this meeting. He told us all the different rules 
and controls in starting a new society, and of the 
speakers that would be available when we had a 
society started. At this meeting we decided to call our 
society the Antler River Horticultural Society and 
that membership would be $1 for the year. 

The third meeting was called on January 10, 
1976, to be held at the home of Herb and Emelia 
Pickett. At this meeting we appointed the directors 
who were Mrs. Millie Gould, Emelia Pickett, Elsie 
Cheyne, Donna Cameron, Francis Tilbury, Kay 
Atkins, Mr. Iverson Grove, Donna Gould, Linda 
Elliott, Llewella Anderson, Doris Shannon and Dor
othy Tucker. The different committees were formed, 
like the program committee consisting of Emelia 
Pickett, Elsie Cheyne, Llewella Anderson, Donna 
Cameron and Linda Elliott. They were responsible 
for organizing all money making projects. There was 
the lunch committee; Doris Shannon, Dorothy 
Cheyne. 

We all set out to get members from the towns and 
municipalities of Arthur, Albert, Brenda and Ed
ward. Our first spring tea to raise money was held 
April 3, 1976, in the Legion Hall. The society grew 
so fast that on May 26, 1976, Mr. Pete Peters, Secre
tary of Manitoba Horticulture Association and Mrs. 
Jasper, district director, were guests at the meeting 
and presented Herb Pickett with a charter. Mrs. Jas-
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First executive: Hazel Robson, Herb Pickett, Sharon Ander
son, Trudy Warren, Pete Peters (Secretary of M.H.A.), Mrs. 
Jasper (Director of M.H.A.), receiving charter. 

per welcomed the Antler River Society, which is the 
45th society in the M.H.A. Mr. Pete Peters gave a 
short talk on what a society stands for, and gave us 
some ideas as to projects that our society could 
undertake in the coming years. The society planted 
flowers in the park and along the town office. 

Our first flower and vegetable show, August 16, 
1976, at the Catholic Church basement had a junior 
section, but had no home ground's section, nor junior 
gardens. This show was a real success with 435 
entries. Annie Wheelans, of Tilston, received the 
most points in the show. 

Our guest speaker in March of 1977, was Gus 
Hendzel of Brandon. He demonstrated on how to 
start seeds in a jar with moistened peat moss. In 
April, we had the Windsor's of Brandon, showing 
slides on home grounds. He spoke of his experience 
in getting a good lawn started. 

We made donations to the Weir Memorial Fund, 
planted the flowers at the park and the town office. 
We also added a home grounds and garden competi
tion to our show books. There was quite a lot of 
interest in this section. We held a Farmers' Market in 
September, and had a booth at the Funtier Days held 
in the arena at the end of September. All this made a 
very busy year for the members of the society. We 
had no winners in the Provincial Home Grounds' 
Competition in 1977. 

The year 1978 started out with the society being 
busy, with all the things that involve horticulture, like 
getting our gardens and grounds ready for the sum
mer. We had quite a few entries in home grounds and 
gardens. Our flower show was a real success and we 
had a large entry in all classes. 

In the Provincial Home Grounds Competition we 
received a first place in Farm Home Grounds going to 
Jim and Annie Wheelans of Tilston, and a third place 



going to Herb and Emelia Pickett of Melita, in the 
urban class. We held our Farmers' Market which is an 
annual event and a lot of interest is shown in it. 

October is the end of the year for all societies and 
there is the election of new directors and officers to 
begin the new year which starts November 1st. We 
have a Christmas party for our December meeting. In 
January we pick the delegates to go to the convention 
in February where you hear all the ideas and what is 
new for the corning year in horticulture. The dele
gates give their report the end of February or at our 
March meeting. The years go by doing about the 
same thing such as donations to different things and 
trying to improve our gardens and horne grounds for 
the competition in the summer. 

In 1979, we had a first place winner in Urban 
Provincial Competition, Herb and Emelia Pickett. In 
1980 we had two winners in Provincial Competition, 
Jim and Annie Wheelans of Tilston, received first in 
farm horne grounds, and Herb and Emelia Pickett of 
Melita, received first in urban horne grounds. For 
Herb and Emelia Pickett this was a first, two years in 
a row. In 1981, we had no winners as there is a rule in 
Provincial Competition that after winning for two 
years in a row you stay out for two years. Now in 
1982, the spring is starting out looking good. The 
gardens are corning up real good and a new thing 
added to our society is the trial gardens - by this I 
mean knew varieties of flowers. These trials are 
planted in Herb and Emelia Pickett's garden for ev
eryone to see if they wish to. We also have junior 
gardens added to our society show book. There is a 
lot of interest in this with 44 members from 5 years to 
13 years the very first year. Herb and Emelia Pickett 
are the leaders for the junior gardens. 

View of Herb and Emelia Pickett's back yard. 

Melita AA Group 
The Melita AA group was formed in approx

imately 1967 and the first meetings were held in the 
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home of one of the members with approximately a 
membership of four. Subsequently, one year later, the 
group moved its meeting place to the United Church 
basement and held regular meetings on Tuesday eve
nings with an open (public) meeting being held on 
the third Tuesday of each month. 

In September 1980, the group moved its meeting 
place and rented a room in the old Elementary School 
now owned by the Golden Age Club. In 1981 a 
second meeting was added on Thursday nights and 
this meeting has taken the form of a Big Book study. 

Of the original four members, two have died 
(sober), one moved away and the other celebrated his 
twenty-fifth anniversary in September, 1981. The 
group has had its ups and downs but never at any time 
did it close its doors. 

The membership now runs around fifteen and 
some meetings have had as many at twenty-five at a 
closed meeting. Our members try to visit other 
groups so that our meetings are usually richer by a 
few visitors. 

Many of the members have had continuous so
briety while others have fallen into the categories as 
outlined in the Big Book. It should also be noted that 
27% of the membership consists of women. 

Antler River Historical Society Museum 
submitted by Ken Williams 

On the 18th of March 1971, approximately 20 
persons met with Mr. Roy Brown, Tourism Director 
for the West Man Area to discuss the value of a 
museum to a community. As a result, persons already 
interested in this direction formed a provisional com
mittee to explore the possibilities of starting a mu
seum for Southwestern Manitoba. This committee 
was composed of Mr. and Mrs. Frank McArthur, Pat 
Russell, Mr. and Mrs. W. Adams, Ray Barnes, Del
mar Loucks, Mrs. A. 1. Yeo, with Ken Williams as 

Antler River Historical SOCiety Museum used as a school until 
1971. 



provisional chainnan and Mrs. 1. Art Ross as secre
tary. 

The committee was to look for possible sites, the 
possibilities of grants for this purpose and other 
means of financing; and to assess public opinion on 
the desirability of such an undertaking. 

Inquiries were sent to the R. M. 's of Brenda, 
Arthur, Edward and Albert; the towns of Waskada, 
Napinka and Melita and various lodges and organiza
tions in the area. Notices were placed in the Delo
raine Times and the Melita New Era with the same 
message. Encouragement was received from the 
R.M. 's of Edward, Arthur, Albert and the Town of 
Melita 

During that summer some members of the com
mittee visited museums in Souris, Boissevain, Vir
den, Elkhorn, Hargrave, and the Klebe Museum, 
north of Bottineau, North Dakota. 

At a public meeting on December 23, 1971 it was 
announced that the eight room elementary school 
would be vacated at the start of the January school 
tenn, and that there was a possibility that this build
ing might be obtained from the Antler River School 
Division. 

The following sub-committee was fonned to car
ry on with the idea of fonning a historical society 
composed as follows: K. Williams, chainnan with 
members Pat Russell, George Ferguson, Alex Ar
nold, Bill Kilkenny and Mrs. Borden Dobbyn. 

The committee was to estimate the minimum 
amount needed to establish and maintain a museum 
for one year. A pledge fonn was printed in the Melita 
New Era and the Deloraine Times to find out what 
financial support could be forthcoming, and how 
general that support might be. The response was 
encouraging. 

Therefore a meeting was arranged with the 
Antler River School Division Board for March 6, 
1972. We were infonned that the old school and the 
adjacent land, northeast corner of Souris and Ash 
Streets, could be obtained for $1, provided that it 
would be used as a museum and that no large agricul
tural implements would be placed on the grounds. 

The trustees then retired and 15 of the Grade 12 
students presented their desire to help prepare the 
school for a museum. They had applied for an "Op
portunity for Youth" grant, through the Federal 
government, and these grants were to be used for 
local projects. The students would each receive $90 a 
week for eight weeks. 

At a meeting on May 2, the offers of the Antler 
River School Division and of the Opportunity for 
Youth Group were accepted and it was agreed that the 
provisional committee would raise the necessary 
money for supplies and material for the 0. F. Y. 
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group to use. It was also decided to apply for incor
poration as the "Antler River Historical Society", 
with the executive of the provisional committee in 
charge until incorporation. The following fees for 
membership in the society were decided upon: 
Founding Members $100; Life Members $50; 
Family Membership - $5 annually; individual -
$1; single admission; adults - 50¢, 16 and under 
25¢. 

The president was to interview the councils of the 
Town of Melita and the R. M. of Arthur regarding 
grants, and Pat Russell volunteered to canvass for 
memberships. 

The 0. F. Y. students scrubbed floors, walls, 
windows, lights, ceilings, and painted walls in the 
four lower rooms, halls and entryways, painted 
floors in three of the rooms, also the entries and 
hallways on the second floor. The floor paint was 
donated by Griffith Brothers Hardware. The students 
cleared out the discarded material from the full sized 
basement, and disassembled and removed paint and 
varnish from four large show cases which had been 
donated. These were re-varnished before being reas
sembled. They did a good job that was much appreci
ated. 

A provisional committee meeting was called on 
May 10, and it was moved by G. Ferguson and E. H. 
Russell that we organize and apply for incorporation 
as a non-profit organization to be known as the Antler 
River Historical Society. This motion was passed, 
and Mr. Chris Vickars of Winnipeg was asked to take 
the chair for the election of officers. The following 
officers and directors were elected: President - Ken 
Williams; Vice-President E. H. (Pat) Russell; 
Secretary-Treasurer- Mrs. 1 Art Ross; Directors 
T. R. McMechan, C. W. Snyder, Mrs. Borden Dob
byn, George Ferguson, Mrs. Hazel Oberlin and 
George Coutts. 

In 1973 a grant under the Federal Student Em
ployment Plan was received. Three students were 
hired and along with volunteers planned, built, and 
made various displays during the summer. One of the 
students, Judy Gall, painted various scenes and 
sketches to accompany and supplement these dis
plays. Stands were built and varnished to raise the 
show cases to eye level and varnished tables were 
also built to carry artifacts and displays. By the end 
of the summer season a very good start was made on 
the museum. Desks, school books, an old pot-bellied 
school stove and a teacher's desk were obtained and 
the replica of a rural school came into being. 

In January of 1974 an application for a Federal 
grant under the Local Initiative Program was ap
proved and six men were hired for three months. The 
grant amounted to $9,034 and $1,000 was borrowed 



for paint and material. These men worked in the four 
upstair rooms removing black boards, and replacing 
them with gyproc panels. They repaired plaster and 
painted the walls, removed the wainscotting and re
placed it with gyproc. They also built protective 
screens for the outside of the lower floor windows to 
prevent breakage and vandalism. More artifacts were 
acquired, more displays planned by the volunteers, 
and the museum made ready for the Official Opening 
on June 8th. 

The registration book was signed by 480 persons. 
Rev. Frank Armstrong, who received his early edu
cation in this old school, brought greetings from the 
Association of Manitoba Museums of which he was 
the Managing Director. Mr. John McFarland, Deputy 
Minister of Tourism and Cultural Affairs, cut the 
ribbon and declared the museum officially open after 
which people toured the museum. 

In November of that same year a Federal Local 
Improvement Grant was approved and four men 
worked that winter for 15 weeks. They removed the 
large brick chimney which occupied much of the 
hallways in the south half. During spring and summer 

the eshibits 

many more artifacts were received and some of the 
volunteer staff were occupied in cataloguing and 
marking all the material received to date and setting 
up a file card system. More displays were planned 
and set up, resulting in a very credible museum. 
Churches, lodges, rural school districts, and other 
organizations have responded to appeals for histor
ical panels and displays which have been put into 
place in the organization room. 

In the summer of 1977 an Opportunity for Youth 
grant allowed the museum to have three students act 
as receptionists, guides, catalogers, and to keep the 
museum clean and in good condition, thereby reduc
ing the load carried by volunteers. The following 
summer, Marie Lindbloom who was one of the stu
dents employed the year before, was hired to act as 
assistant curator. 

With volunteer help and staffing by dedicated 
individuals, and special ways of obtaining funds: 
teas, bake tables, raffles, grants from the Town of 
Melita and the R. M. of Arthur, the sale of souvenir 
spoons, memberships, admission fees, donations 
and the yearly provincial grant under the Museums 

ENTRY GALLERY III - Main Floor An average pioneer home circa 1900. Furni
ture and articles in the parlour, dining room, 
bedroom, kitchen and backshed as might have 
been found in that era. 

Registration Desk and Office. The Story of 
Manitoba's Ice Age. 

GALLERY I Main Floor 

A fme collection of pictures and photographs 
of the town and fanning community along 
with miscellaneous artifacts which show how 
our early settlers lived. 

GALLERY II - Main Floor 

RURAL SCHOOLROOM 

A one-room rural school complete with desks, 
pot-bellied stove, water cooler, readers, text
books and library as might have been found in 
a country school at the tum of the century. 

CORRIDOR - Main Floor 

Agricultural exhibits including a 1881 break
ing plow, a sleigh with buffalo coat, robes, etc. 
Saws, axes and other small farm tools. The 
first linotype machine used by a rural news
paper in Western Canada. 

INDIAN HERITAGE 

An extensive showing of projectile points 
from Pre-Historic to Historic Periods, found 
within a 25 mile radius. Also contains Indian 
baskets, grinders, stone hammers, knives, food 
plants, beadwork, pottery and other tools as 
used by the Indians. This gallery has two min· 
iature dioramas-one of Indians harvesting 
ric{- and the other of an Indian encampment. 

GALLERY IV Main Floor 

PIONEER HOME 

Antler River Historical SOCiety Museum interior. 
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GALLERY V Main Floor 

LEGION MUSEUM AND MEMORIAL 

A fine display of unifonns. badges. medals 
and equipment as used by our Armed Forces 
in two World Wars. A history of the local Le
gion and an impressive Memorial to those who 
failed to return. 

GALLERY VI Upper Floor 

MISCELLANEOUS 

This gallery features something to interest 
everyone. In addition to an excellent collec
tion of costumed dolls, there are: 

store-front window displays exhibiting 
tum.of-the-century clothing; and displays 
of china, minerals and business records. 

- original Homestead Land Grant Certificates, 
share certificates of defunct local industries 
and tax notices dating from 1890 to 1904. 



Act, which provides for a grant on a dollar for dollar 
of revenue received basis. The museum has con
tinued to expand and necessary repairs made to the 
building. 

The Lions Club have helped with volunteer labor, 
and other special assistance has allowed for the re
modelling of the upper story windows and the putting 
into place protective screens on all windows to cut 
down on vandalism. The belfry and all of the wooden 
trim has been painted and this 89 year old building is 
stout, sound and looking spic and span. 

At this time, 1982, seven of the eight rooms have 
been set up as galleries, as well as showing the retreat 
of the last glacier, agricultural displays and artifacts, 
and display in the school pictures in the entryways 
and hallways. In the ten years since its inception, 
there have been many visitors from all across Cana
da, many of the states and quite a few visitors from 
overseas. There have been many favorable com
ments and we are informed that this museum is 
considered to be one of the better museums in rural 
Manitoba, a fact that those of us who have been 
involved from the start, are very proud of. This past 
summer under the Provincial Career Internship Pro
gram, two students have staffed the museum and 
relieved the volunteers of the necessity of keeping the 
museum open for six days of the week. Except for 
occasional supervising visits these volunteers have 
felt relatively free. 

Boy Scouts 19l1-1912 
The first scout movement was convened by Al

fred Estlin in 1911, with Mr. John Hope as Secretary
Treasurer. 

The first scout outing was on April 18, 1911 with 
instruction in physical exercise and passing messages 
from one patrol to another. A Boy Scout Rally was 
held in June and the troop attended scout camp at 
Sourisford in July, which was in charge of John 
Hope. 

Bugles and drums were purchased in February 
1912. Patrol leaders were Graham, Downie, Sheffer 
and Irwin. The Melita Troop of 25 went to camp at 
Sourisford in July, for two weeks. The program con
sisted of physical drill, scout games, nature study, 
swimming, semaphone signalling, bugle practice, 
baseball and boxing. 

In 1929 leaders were: Scoutmaster - Jack Mus-
son; Cubmaster Wilfred Garratt; Wolf Patrol 
Wilfred Menzie and Bill Erlenson; Crow Patrol -
Charles Line and Atholl Robertson. 

The troops met on a weekly basis at the Parish 
Hall and received training in knot tying, signalling, 
physical training, ambulance work and ceremonial 
programs. An annual camp was held at Sourisford, 
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visitors were encouraged to come, they left im
pressed. Lectures were held on such things as tele
graph and communications. 

In 1931 the Melita troop was visited by H. C. L. 
Broadhurst of Brandon, District Commissioner, who 
was very impressed by the training in all areas. 

In 1931 a Boy Scout Local Association was 
formed with the purpose of assisting the Scouts fi
nancially, to examine scouts' work, or deal with any 
matters which affect the welfare ofthe Scouts. Mem
bership was $1. 

Officers were as follows: President - A. B. 
Estlin; Vice President- M. H. Kellan, O. H. Mann 
and George Rutherford; and Secretary-Treasurer 
Rev. F. Franklin. Arrangements were made to trans
port the troops to "Ninette Rally" where they made a 
good showing by securing second place in Scout 
work. 

Some of the fund raising projects were concerts 
demonstrating scout work, repairing used toys to 
distribute and sell, sponsoring dances, making hand
icrafts and holding teas for sale of these items, pre
paring plays and acting them out. 

A large Scout Rally was arranged for May 1932. 
Cub Scouts numbering 250 and officers attended this 
program. Visiting packs carne from first, third, 
fourth and ninth Brandon, Souris, Minto, Boisse
vain, Elva, Gainsborough and American Scouts from 
Westhope, North Dakota. 

In December of the same year the Boy Scouts 
observed their fourth birthday. The boys did the 
decorating, provided refreshment and entertainment, 
and cleared the hall the following day. Fred Morrow 
acted as Master of Ceremonies and an hour of danc
ing was enjoyed. 

In 1935 the Cub Master was Rev. F. W. Lee 
assisted by Richard Coutts. H. P. Musson was still 
Scoutmaster in 1936. In 1948, Rev. Arthur Wilcox 
was leader of the Cub Troop. 

In January 1954 the President was Max Shnitka 
with John Bullen as Master and Ross Riddell, As
sistant. Meetings were held at the Parish Hall. The 
committee consisted of Don Cameron, Ken Cobb, 
Norman Gould, and Mrs. R. C. Murray for the 
Ladies' Auxiliary. Rev. W. A. Douglas was Secre
tary; John Erlandson was Treasurer and Rev. S. A. 
Seaton-Elliott, Padre to the troops. The Kinsmen 
donated $100 for equipment. In November the 
Scouts and Cubs resumed under the leadership of Mr. 
Wall and Rev. W. A. Douglas. 

After a lapse of a number of years, a Boy Scouts 
organization was again active in Melita in 1961. 
Sparked by a number of interested boys who started 
out as Line Scouts, each scout is affiliated with the 
Boy Scouts Association of Winnipeg. The boys were 



organized into a local group known as First Melita 
Group, Boy Scouts with Delmar Loucks as Scout
master. 

The 20 members were divided into three patrols, 
with Tom Cobb leading the Stag Patrol, Wayne White 
the Hawk Patrol and Terry Cocquyt the Tiger Patrol. 

Though non-denominational in church affilia
tion, the group was sponsored by a committee of the 
United Church. The Scouts met each Thursday at 7 
p.m. and observed Boy Scout week by holding a 
Church Parade on Sunday, February 30th. 

On May 18th, 196914 scouts from Melita Troop 
attended a three day camporee at Lake Metigoshe 
over the weekend, along with approximately 50 fel
low scouters from Killarney and Deloraine Troops. 
Classes in first aid, fire fighting, hiking with the use 
of a compass, knotting and camp construction were 
held. 

Scout-Guide Week was observed the 21st to 28th 
of February 1971 with 31 Cubs and 16 Boy Scouts 
registered. Cub Master was Norma Charles with 
assistants Roberta Walker and Alvin Coates. Scouter 
was Hilton Ferguson and councillors were Bob Barn
stable, Jim Vassart and Glen Bullock. Sponsoring 
body was the Kinsmen. Garry Barker and Murray 
Slack were Patrol leaders with officers Garry Barker 
as Chairman, Secretary - Michael Sinclair, and 
Treasurer - Murray Slack. 

History of Elva W.I. 
submitted by Dorothy Pratt 

Early in the summer of 1914, some of the women 
in the district decided to organize a women's society 
to help home and social conditions. War was de
clared in August of that year, and it was decided that 
all efforts must be used for the Red Cross. Shortly 
before the war ended, a homemakers' group was 
formed in August 1918, but it was not until October 
2, 1922 that we really affiliated with the Manitoba 
Women's Institute. Mrs. Abbott, who had been pres
ident of the local Red Cross was the first president 
and remained in that position until her death. 

Most of the early meetings were held in a little 
shack next to the general store, where most of the Red 
Cross packing had been done during the war. This 
building was owned by Mr. H. 1. Archibald. 

This group sponsored many worthy projects and 
at one time it was the Boys' and Girls' Club. The first 
teams were under Mrs. A. Crawford who instructed 
in canning; Mrs. Roland Scott helped with bread 
making and a course was given on "Care of the 
Hair". Mrs. Ed Armstrong helped Mrs. Hutchings 
with elocution training. The two teams trained by 
Mrs. Ed. Hutchings in textiles and stitchery were 
awarded first prize in provincial competition. These 
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W. I. Grandmothers' Tea: Mrs. Horsley, Mrs. McRae, Mrs. 
Banks Sr., Mrs. Sandberg, Mrs. Greaves, Mrs. Skelton (Geo.), 
Mrs. Hume, Mrs. Gillander (Dave). 

girls had trips to Winnipeg and were entertained for a 
week at the Agricultural College. The textile team 
consisted of Chrissie Greaves, Winnie Greaves, and 
Florence Cupples; the team which did "Swedish 
Weaving" consisted of Mona Cuthbert, Irene Craig, 
and Norah Henry. Graduates from the home econom
ics course were sent out from Winnipeg to give 
courses in different subjects such as dressmaking, 
hat making, canning of vegetables, etc. These girls 
would come out from Winnipeg by train and stay 
three or four days and have classes everyday. District 
meetings were held once a year. 

One winter the W.I. sponsored an open air skat
ing rink, paid for the lumber, arranged for the flood
ing of the rink and paid the caretaker, Mr. Fred 
Leonard. 

The Oddfellows built a hall with as much volun
teer help as they could get, and the W.I. turned over 
the money they had accumulated to buy building 
materials. Those signing the agreement for the W.I. 
were Mrs. S. Mainland, Mrs. 1. Wright, and Mrs. T. 
Crockatt. For the Oddfellows it was Mr. W. Belfry, 
Mr. E. Weston, and Mr. W. Horsley. 

There are very few of the original members left 
but we must mention some that contributed much to 
the society. There was Mrs. T. Davies who was 
treasurer for many years. After the death of Mrs. 
Abbott, Mrs. Ed Armstrong was president for many 
years, then Mrs. Adam Simpson, Mrs. 1. Hume, and 
Mrs. John Wright. The names of Mesdames Cupples, 
Dewart, Cox, (formerly Mrs. 1. Walker), Mrs. Colin 
McRae, Cuthbert, Pedden, Boyle, Mattice, Bolton, 
Horsley, Banks, Mainland, McLure, T. Russell, 
James and William Shannon, Greaves, George and 
Richard Skelton all appear on the programs. During 
the dry years of the thirties, the society gradually 
faded away. The W.I. disbanded temporarily in 1936. 

Once again it was a country in the midst of a war. 
The women of the district felt that they should reorga
nize in 1943. Mrs. T. Russell was installed as Presi-



dent, Mrs. Robert Banks - Vice-President, Mrs. 
Dewart Secretary and Mrs. H. Roblin - Trea
surer. Effort was put into packing parcels, collections 
for the Milk for Britain Fund, collecting good used 
cothing for Overseas Relief and Red Cross Knitting. 
During these years Mesdames Christianson, Loucks, 
W. Thompson, E. H. Russell, F. Walker, and W. 
McLure were wonderful workers. 

Elva w.1. 1944. L.-R.: Mrs. T. Russell, Mrs. H. Roblin, Mrs. O. 
Christianson, Mrs. W. Thompson, Mrs. F. Walker, Mrs. L. Dan
dy, Mrs. Pat Russell, Mrs. J. Patterson, Mrs. J. Hume, Mrs. T. 
Loucks, Mrs. J. Dewart, Mrs. M. Morden, Carol Dandy. 

After the war we built a curling rink and for 
several years helped maintain this project. With the 
coming of the larger school districts, our school was 
reduced. The rink fell into disrepair. 

The W.L bought a piano for the school, made 
several donations of books to the school library, and 
also bought play-ground equipment. Every year we 
give a trophy to one student in each classroom who 
makes the best progress. For many years we spon
sored the 4-H sewing and handicraft club and most of 
the leaders were also W.L members. Many of the 4-H 
club members achieved success in their projects and 
on one occasion (1967) one of our members, Miss 
Barb Mason, was crowned provincial 4-H queen. 
Barb's mother, Mrs. H. Mason, is now our W.I. 
President. 

Life memberships have been given to Mrs. H. E. 
Greaves and Mrs. H. Roblin who were both charter 
members and also to Mrs. James Patterson. Many of 
our members today are family members of the origi
nal charter members. 

We celebrated our 50th Anniversary in 1972. 
Former members attending from a distance were 
Miss Winnie Greaves and Mrs. W. Thompson from 
Brandon, Mrs. H. Bird from Portage, and Mrs. W. 
Willowby from Alameda, Sask. 

Our membership in 1981 was 13 with one associ
ate member. This is the only organization active in 
the Elva community today in 1982. 

202 

Only organization left in Elva 1981 - w.1. - Jean Davies, Eva 
Cuthbert, Pearl Mason, Doris Shannon, Ann Gillander, Mar
garet Anderson, Helen Anderson, Gertie Mason, Edna 
Roblin, Mona Coutts, Dorothy Pratt, Helen Patterson, Bessie 
Snyder and Pearl Innes. 

Girl Guides 
The first company of Melita Girl Guides was 

formed under Dr. Pearl, in the winter of 1931-1932 
and the following fall, the leadership was taken over 
by Miss T. Pierce. Miss Margaret Clarke, a Division 
Captain of Winnipeg, conducted the installation ser
vice. Mrs. Shnitka of the Metropolitan Hotel invited 
the company for refreshments. There were 18 mem
bers. 

The girls met on a regular basis through the years 
at the Parish Hall with the regular program of cook
ing, folk dancing, knot tying and ambulance training 
as well as sponsoring dances, whist drives and draws 
to earn funds. Mrs. A. L. Musson retired in 1942 
after ten years of leadership with this group. Mrs. 
Cecil Parham took over the leadership, but due to 
poor health was unable to continue for long. The Girl 
Guides ceased to function about that time. 

Melita Board of Trade - Melita and 
District Chamber of Commerce 

This board was instituted November 29, 1901 
with 1. T. Campbell as President; T. A. Blackwell
Vice-President; 1. Duncan - Secretary-Treasurer 
and Messrs. Hamelin, Dunford, Estlin, Anderson, 
Bulloch, Thompson, Graham and Menary as mem
bers. A charter was granted by the Dominion Gov
ernment. The area included Arthur and Albert 
Municipalities and their towns. The board was incor
porated August 26, 1902 and registered September 
20,1902. 

The main object of the Board of Trade was, and 
is, to pursue projects for development and improve
ment of the community. In the early years there were 



such projects as new C.P.R. stations, roads, boring 
for gas and oil, more railway accommodation, pro
moting electric lighting and fire fighting equipment. 

In 1928 the board was instrumental in establish
ing provincial policing and promoting bus services, 
hospital, skating rink and the community hall. The 
30's saw the reconstructed park bridge a realIty, land
ing field for airplanes, swimming pool in the River 
Park, new post office, a war memorial project at 
Central Park, reorganization of the fire department, 
better rates for express and telephone, radio service 
and hydro matters. 

The forties saw assistance given in areas due to 
war years, such as salvage collection, 34000 lbs. 
paper salvage shipped to Winnipeg in one week, 
some street improvement, as Main Street having two 
coats of asphalt applied. 

History was made in the Metropolitan Hotel in 
April 1948, when the Melita Board of Trade passed 
out of the picture, and this organization of 47 years 
had its name changed to Melita and District Chamber 
of Commerce. 

The name Chamber of Commerce had been 
adopted by the province, so it was felt that a more 
universal situation would exist if the rural areas did 
likewise. The Board of Trade admitted businessmen 
only, whereas anyone is free to join the Chamber of 
Commerce. 

A. M. Thompson was the first president and 
Oscar Goodman was the first secretary-treasurer of 
the new organization. 

A paddling pool was built in Memorial Park in 
1949 at a cost of $718.59 and the same year the 
Associated Commercial Travellers broadcast was 
sponsored earning $1400, and a permanent hydro 
inspector was appointed. 

The fifties saw sponsorship of hospital canvass, 
Christmas lighting of the town, Regional Library and 
in 1959 the appointment of a library board. In 1961, 
not a bountiful agricultural year in this area, a Fun 
Fair was sponsored with a large crowd in attendance. 
The next year it promoted Daffy Days. 

In the seventies, tourism was boosted with grants 
from the town toward Manitoba Vacation 
Guidebook. Also the R.M. of Arthur supported the 
Tourist Convention Association. Membership in 
Highway 83 Association was approved as Melita is 
the Canadian gateway. This association is made up of 
members from cities, municipalities and individuals 
from Texas to Swan River, whose interest is promot
ing the highway as a major tourist route. A tourist 
booth was established near the Ev-N-Del in 1974 
with visitors from California, Oregon, Colorado, 
Kansas, Vancouver, Montreal, Windsor, Missouri, 
Michigan as well as many from more local points. 
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The Chamber of Commerce promoted Mardi
Gras Days in 1972 where merchants had outdoor 
booths, bands played, fortunes were told, pancake 
breakfast, ball games and more were sponsored. The 
following year Funtier Daz came into being, a pro
motion and appreciation program put on in the arena. 
Display booths were set up by individual business
men and organizations, there was a small midway, 
fun and games by the Kinsmen, and a program of 
entertainment by the Chamber of Commerce. This 
organization continues their efforts at the Christmas 
season promoting Santa Claus parades, Christmas 
shows at the theatre, and free candy to the children. 
They also help the Hire-A-Student Program where 
one student is selected to take a week's training at 
Gimli and returns to the town to co-ordinate jobs and 
student work hours from June through to August. 
The jobs are mainly housework, yardwork, farm 
jobs, babysitting, town cleanup, painting etc., and 
for these services the wages paid are split by the 
Provincial Government and the local Chamber of 
Commerce. The coordinators namely being Jean 
Dell, Kim Loucks, Laurie Russell, Janice Tole, 
Kathy Davis and Joan Sinclair to date (1982). 

In 1982 the main ambitions are to see a dentist 
established in Melita; be aware of the consequences 
should Garrison Diversion be carried through and 
promotion of our town in Centennial Year 1984. 

These are only some of the Chamber's interests 
but a fairly wide representation of the projects sup
ported. 

Board of Trade - Presidents 
1901 L. J. Campbell 
1904 G. L. Dodds 
1905 - T. S. Menary 
1909 - A. B. EstIin 
1910 W. J. Bower 
1913 - W. 1. Graham 
1916-1919 - W. Hewitt 
1923 W. 1. Bower 
1924 - E. H. Floyd 
1925 - H. M. Smith 
1926 - A. B. Estlin 
1927 1. L. Campbell 

1928 W. H. Keelan 
1929 - D. Lamont 
1930 - C. W. Lea 
1934 G. Branston 
1935 G. H. Hoover (Mrs.) 
1936 - H. L. Morrow 
1937 - C. E. Cornish 
1938 H. L. Morrow 
1939 R. L. Tribe 
1940 - H. M. Smith 
1942-1943 - D. Lamont 
1946-1947 - J. G. Cobb 

Chamber of Commerce - Presidents 
1948-1949 - A. M. Thompson 
1954-1955 Ken Cobb 
1956 - A. M. Thompson 
1957 - Jake Penner 
1958 R. W. Ramsay 
1959 Alvin Nield 
1960 - E. H. (Pat) Russell 
196 I - Robert Dunlop 
1962 - Frank Griffith 
1963 - R. Tribe 
1964 - Norman Walker 

1965 Doug Cameron 
1967 - S. 0. Goodman 
1972 - C. P. Cook 
1975 Murray Cameron 
1976 - Ray Tole 
1977 - Bert Hicks 
1978 - Bob Walker 
1979 Robert Nield 
1980 - Bill Wray 
1981 - Gerry Rennie 
1982 Helen Harmon 



Melita Distribution Committee 
Due to hard times in the area, a committee was 

fonned to assist people in sharing. The members for 
1931 to 1932 were: Mrs. Musson, Mrs. Hoover, Mrs. 
A. C. McLaughlin and Messrs. Robert Sterling, 
George Rutherford and Reverend F. W. Lee. The 
rooms above the fire hall were used to store collected 
donations of clothing, food, etc. 

In 1934 the committee reorganized with members 
A. B. Estlin, Dr. Schnell, Reverend F. W. Lee, H. 
Greenhalgh, and Mesdames W. Scott, N. House and 
F. W. Wood. Sub-committees were appointed for 
surrounding districts. Constable Scott was to receive 
relief orders. In December of 1934, a dance was 
sponsored with admission being a gift of clothing or 
anything suitable to put in a Christmas parcel. Over 
$12 in cash and 100 parcels were donated. There was 
no further mention of this committee. 

Melita Nursery School Co-operative Inc. 
The original idea was worked on by Faye White, 

Gloria Penner and Elaine Edie with a meeting being 
held on September 30, 1980 22 interested people 
attended. The first directors were: Faye White, 
Donna Smith, Faye McLoughlin, Donna Cameron 
and Cathy Zaharychuk. These people were also the 
incorporators along with Ardyth Townsend, Sylvia 
Cocquyt and Lorna Warsaba. A school room was 
rented from the Golden Age Club of Melita in the old 
elementary schooL Four sessions a week - morn
ings and afternoons, Tuesday and Thursday - were 
decided upon. Mrs. Bonnie Vinck was hired as su
pervisor and at the present time still holds that posi
tion. Parent aides offer assistance. Melita Nursery 
School Co-operative opened its doors on Tuesday, 
February 3, 1981 with 30 eager youngsters. At pres
ent the 1982-83 year, 38 children are registered. 

Melita Old Timers Association 
This association was fonned in 1926 with the 

purpose of collecting and preserving historical rec
ords and leaving the same with the secretary-trea
surer of the town. 

To qualify as a member one had to have resided 
here for 25 years and pay a fee of 50¢. 

The first officers were: President 1. Duncan; 
Vice-President - A. B. Estlin; Secretary-Treasurer 
- W. 1. Graham and Executive: Messrs. D. Lamont, 
George Stewart, John Crerar and W. F. Thomas. 

The president was responsible for compiling his
tory over a specific period of time. President, 1. 
Duncan in 1926, was to write up to 1902 and con
sequently "A Bit of Ancient History" (under the 
"organizations" section of book) Presidents to fol-
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low were: A. B. Estlin - 1928; D. Lamont 1929; 
Robert Love 1930; C. P. Holden - 1931; D. 
Lamont-1932-1946. The last meeting recorded in 
the New Era was 1946. 

These annals finally surfaced late in 1982 and to 
eliminate repetition exerpts have been taken. The 
complete annals will be placed in the Melita Mu
seum. 

A Bit of Ancient History 
by James Duncan 
From New Era April 12, 1917 

The present low water in the Souris River is a 
sharp contrast to some of the high water in years since 
the settlement of this district and it may be interesting 
to know how the river was crossed before the days of 
bridges. I will speak only of the spring of 1888, 
which followed the magnificent crop of 1887, when 
some yields ran from 40-50 bushels per acre, but 
some farmers did not get it threshed until the spring. 

Knowing that there was considerable wheat in the 
country west of the river to market, and the nearest 
railway being at Deloraine and the Souris River in 
flood between, the question arose "How was the 
grain to be got across the river?" The ford, known as 
Livingston's Crossing, located between Sections 5 
and 6, Township 4, Range 6 was impossible to cross 
and would remain so until midsummer. 

Melita, as then known, was located on the NW 
36~3-26 and on SW 1-4-27 and consisted of two 
general stores; a Post Office (with Mr. R. Graham, 
Postmaster); a blacksmith shop run by the writer of 
this article; an implement agency run by rv.: •. George 
Bell, now Minister of Telephones in the Saskatche
wan Government; a public school; two dwelling 
houses and a boarding house and store owned by Mr. 
G. L. Dodds. At this place then, public matters were 
generally discussed and the question of crossing the 
river was a live one after the ice went out. 

It was finally decided that, if enough money 
could be raised, a cable ferry should be built and run, 
at or near the crossing. Mr. G. L. Dodds, Mr. James 
McCannell, and others took an active part in solicit
ing subscriptions, and nearly every farmer who did· 
his trading at Melita contributed. Contributions were 
also received from Wade and Mathiers, John Boyd 
and Butchart Brothers, merchants of Deloraine, and 
others whose names I don't recall. 

The lumber, hardware, rope, pitch, oakum, etc. 
were finally teamed from Deloraine, and Mr. W. H. 
Clapp, who claimed to have some experience in boat 
building, was engaged to build a scow while I had the 
honor of making the bolts, rings, cranks, blocks, etc. 
After everything was apparently ready, the pulleys 
and ropes were delayed and it cost over $10 for 



express charges to get the blocks alone, and when 
they came, we found rope and blocks capable of 
holding a modem dreadnaught. However, the scow 
was capable of taking over two loads of grain or three 
empty wagons and team each trip. 

A young man, Innis R. Melvin, who had a home
stead on 22-4-28, and now living north of Pierson, 
was engaged to run the ferry and he made his first trip 
on May 20. His salary was $35 a month and he paid 
his own board. He was instructed to charge 25¢ for 
taking a team across, and 15¢ for a single horse, 
while foot passengers were taken over in a row boat. 
The best day's receipts brought $12 with 48 teams 
having crossed and re-crossed during the 24 hours. 

So late at night were the teams in returning from 
Deloraine, that the ferryman had to get a tent and 
sleep close to the crossing so he could be available 
when wanted. As anticipated, the water remained 
high until mid summer and the service was not dis
continued until July 19 with the old ford again used. 

The running of the ferry was not without inci
dent, some grave, others ludicrous. The late Mr. John 
Dobbyn, crossing with a gang plough tied behind his 
wagon with only a foot to spare in length, had his 
team back up and the plough disappeared in ten feet 
of water. Another day, George Skettom's oxen with a 
load of grain, brought disaster to navigation. They 
went down the hill too fast and before they could be 
stopped, went clear over the boat and into the river. 
The boat was put out of commission and traffic 
delayed. One man tried the ford. He was newly 
married and could not wait to have the boat bailed 
out. The result was a trunk full of lady's wedding 
finery fished out of the river while he himself was 
like the proverbial "wet hen." The late Dr. 
Livingston, who had been taken over in his buck
board in the morning, returned while the boat was 
being baled out and noticed the mark of wheels at the 
ford. Rather than wait, he decided to try the ford. 
Melvin called out that it was too deep, but his call was 
too late. The horse was drowned while the doctor, 
clad in his fur coat, was rescued by the ferryman in 
the row boat. 

Three times since that date, the water has been as 
high and two times much higher, but with good 
grades and a bridge, crossing has not been the spice 
of adventure it was in the early days. 

Annals 1900-1903 
by A. B. EstIin -1928 (excerpts) 

I am supposed to begin my story from the time 
that Melita was incorporated as a village, but as there 
are some events that should not be overlooked prior 
to that time, I have gone back to the summer of 1900, 
and shall start from there. 
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No history of Melita would be complete without 
some reference being made to G. L. Dodds. He was a 
man who devoted much time and ability to public 
work, and to him we owe, among many other things, 
our fine school building and our parks. His work in 
the Municipality of Arthur gave us many improve
ments in the way of roads and bridges which contrib
uted in no small degree to the prosperity of the town. 
His was a chequered career, and, like anyone else 
who does public work, there were many who did not 
see eye to eye with him; consequently, he had many 
hard election battles. He was beaten for the third time 
in the fall of 1901 and again in 1902 and 1903, and 
although he still stayed in Melita, he never took much 
interest in public life afterwards. Many of you will 
remember, when after one of his defeats, the "Mu
nicipal Cemetery" was laid out in his garden, with 
graves representing the various reeves and coun
cillors who had fallen in previous municipal elec
tions with headstones of wood on which were 
inscribed the date of their municipal demise, also a 
quaint text making reference to some event in their 
career, usually supposed to have been the cause of 
their downfall. It was a very clever thing, and greatly 
enjoyed by the people who were not represented 
there. 

Mr. Dodds was always bitterly opposed to the 
incorporation of the Town, and also, the Board of 
Trade, but we always considered that his opposition 
was due to his fear that the prestige of the Munic
ipality of Arthur might suffer, as he usually strongly 
advocated any forward movement. His policy of 
roads and bridges was much the same as we find 
today. 

On January 5, 1901 the whole British Empire was 
shocked by the news that Queen Victoria had died. 
The event was fittingly observed in Melita by the 
flying of flags at half mast, and the tolling of the town 
bell. This bell is quite an institution, and I think there 
are very few towns where the curfew is still rung, as it 
is here. 

The tolling of the town bells re,minds me of an 
incident that most of you will remember, which oc
curred a little later. Sunday came and no bell tolled 
for services; another Sunday and no belL Then 
some indignant person wrote to the paper asking 
why. He got a reply next week from Tom Kyle, 
saying that the churches had all agreed to pay for the 
ringing of the bell, but that the Baptists had not paid 
for two years, and they would get no more bell until 
they did. The unfairness towards the churches who 
did pay did not seem to occur to him, so either 
someone suggested this, or the Baptists paid up, I 
don't remember which, but anyhow, the bell rang as 
usual the next Sunday, and everyone was happy. 



In the fall of 1901, Melita held her first martial 
celebration when Private John Livingstone returned 
from the South African War, and presented him with 
a gold watch. She also lost her first war hero, when 
Private Armsden was killed in South Africa. Little 
did we think at that time of what was before us, that 
our town would lose many of its dear young sons, and 
cover itself with honor for its Red Cross and Victory 
Loan work. 

On looking over the files of the Melita Enter
prise, I cannot help being struck by the great influ
ence of the press. We owe a debt of gratitude to the 
editors of the Enterprise, Messrs. 1. B. and W. 1. 
Graham, for their many suggestions for the better
ment of our town. In June 1900, the suggestion was 
made that a Board of Trade was very essential to a 
growing town like Melita. This was repeated in the 
fall of the same year, and bore fruit. A meeting of 
businessmen was called at which it was decided to 
form a Board of Trade. (see Board of Trade elsewhere 
in book). 

When application was made to the Dominion 
Government for a charter to incorporate the Board of 
Trade, we were informed that we could not be incor
porated until Melita was incorporated as a village, so 
it was decided to take immediate steps to incorporate 
Melita as a village. (see Village Incorporation 
elsewhere in book). 

T. D. Sturgeon built the stone block that year, and 
it was a fine addition to the appearance of the village, 
especially from the station. 

In the spring of 1902, the village council cele
brated their entry into official life by cultivating some 
land along the streets for the purpose of tree planting. 
They received a lot of encouragement and help from 
the townspeople, and the result is that today we have 
one of, if not the best, looking towns in the west. 

The Arthur Council were also forced by Dame 
Nature to go into the business of water transportation, 
as the river rose to such an extent that a boat was 
necessary to enable the people on the east side of the 
river to come over to trade. The boat was run by Dan 
Maxwell, who built it, and it was a great success. 

Melita made another contribution to the welfare 
of the province the summer, 1903, when Bill McKin
nell decided that there was not sufficient scope for his 
numerous and varied talents here, so he left and 
settled in Teulon where his legislative abilities are 
seemingly fully appreciated, as he has been elected 
several times by the Conservatives, Liberals, and 
Progressives, sometimes representing one, some
times the other, until he is now deputy speaker of the 
House. Like the Vicar of Bray, famed in song, 
"Whatsoever King may reign," he'll still be the 
member for Teulon. This shows that Melitaites have 
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the ability to sit in the seats of the Mighty, and can 
make the opening come, if necessary. 

In January 1903, I notice another suggestion in an 
Enterprise Editorial, that Melita should have an 
Oldtimers Association, and the week following, a 
letter from our esteemed secretary, Mr. James Dun
can, says that such an organization already exists, as 
the Pioneers Association hold a banquet in winter, as 
well as their picnic. This, the editor points out in the 
next issue, is not just the same thing, and he still 
thinks we should have a Melita Pioneers Association, 
so, after considering the matter for some 24 years, 
Mr. Duncan must have concluded that the editor was 
right, for he was one of the originators of the present 
association. This bears out my remarks on the value 
of suggestions from the press, and also, the old adage 
that it takes a Scotsman quite a while to see through 
things. Apropos of this, Mr. Duncan suggested that 
the Melita Oldtimers should hold a picnic in the park 
during the summer of 1927, which would have been 
carried out, but for the high water. No doubt this year 
he will be made happy by seeing his 25 year old 
suggestion fully materialized. 

It may be interesting to many to know that the 
population of our province at this time was 204,864 
and that of all Canada 5,338,883, being just about 
half, in each case, of what it is today. 

Annals 1904-1906 
by Dave Lamont -1929 (excerpts) 

On September 10, 1903 the Melita district suf
fered a severe loss in the death of Dr. A. M. 
Livingston who was one of the district builders. 

Many of you will remember the blizzard we had 
on September 12th that year which was one of the 
worst storms probably ever experienced in Septem
ber. Nearly all the crop was out and in some places 
the stooks were covered with snow. 

A piece of legislation that was enacted that year 
was the Curfew By-Law. On October 22 we find the 
curlers asking for incorporation (?) also calling for 
tenders for a rink. We notice another addition to 
Melita's business places when Dr. D. P. Stratton 
opened his dentistry office. Well do I remember it as 
I think mine was the first tooth he extracted in town. 
This was before his chair arrived. 

Considerable discussion arose at this time about 
dividing the Municipality of Arthur into three sepa
rate municipalities, which was done later, the new 
municipalities being named Arthur, Albert and Ed
ward. 

On July 16, the Town Council appointed a com
mittee to look after the matter of lighting and ever 
since that time this subject has been a big issue. 

In the spring of 1904 most of you will remember 



our March blizzard which lasted for three days and 
left us without a train for eleven days. That was a 
REAL blizzard as the writer can well remember. 

That spring you will also recall the river was in 
flood and a boat was built and operated for the con
venience of the people from across the river. You will 
remember that boat of 1902 was christened the" Has. 
McConnell" with Dan as skipper. The one this year 
was called the" John Williams" and was commanded 
by Captain McAully. The writer of this article also 
built a boat and it was christened by our late friend, 
Mr. I. T. Lennox, "The Coronor's Inquest". This 
boat has a history. W. Heath was the first to cross the 
river which was on June 23. 

1905 saw the streets lit with gasoline lamps. We 
notice a demand in the papers for one in front of 
everyone's house! In this year the Broomhill railway 
was an active topic as the charter of the C.P.R. 
expired in June and was renewed, with work to begin 
in two years. 

In 1905 a constable was engaged to give his full 
time to the affairs of the town for which he was to 
receive the handsome salary of $50 per month. In this 
year the last week of February was spring weather 
with the snow all gone and the Bonspiel had to be cut 
short on account of weather conditions. Two other 
additions to Melita this year were a telephone system 
operated by Melita-Arthur Telephone Co. with Dun
can Day as President and our A. B. Estlin as Secre
tary. The other was a Brickyard started with R. 1. 
Dobbyn, C. S. Dobbyn, Johnston and Pope and D. 
Lamont. On February 25th the ground was dry 
enough for our local tennis players to have a game 
and they pronounced the ground in splendid shape. 

In the summer of 1906 an automobile from 
Waskada came to town and frightened Mr. A. D. 
Wheeler's horse so it ran away, severely injuring Mr. 
Wheeler. It also frightened a farmer's team which ran 
away, injuring one horse so that it had to be killed. In 
the spring of 1906 the contract was let for a new bank 
building for the Northern Bank. Town regulation for 
auto speed, was 4 miles per hour, and to stop when 
meeting horses. I also notice that I launched a new 
gasoline launch this spring, with considerable com
ment in connection with same; but up to the present, 
none of the predictions have come true. In 1906 
Melita suffered a severe loss by the removal of a 
whole car load of our best citizens to the Pacific 
Coast. Among those leaving in this car were: A. E. 
Thompson, wife and family; I. F. Thompson, wife 
and family; Fred Thompson, wife and family; Miss 1. 
E. Thompson; W. Bolton, wife and family; Mrs. 
Jamieson; Miss Jamieson; W. Merredith, wife and 
family; Miss Man; Miss Kilkenny; Fred Pope; 1. 
Arrnsden; Leo Greaves; C. O'Connor; F. 1. Bowden; 
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and W. Morris. Leaving along with these were a few 
from Lyleton, Deloraine, Hartney and Coulter. We 
also lost in this year our old friend Mr. G. L. Dodds, 
by his removal to Winnipeg. This records all the 
items of interest that I have been able to gather in 
these few years, and I hope some of them will bring 
to your memory incidents that happened though 
many years ago will still be remembered with plea
sure, I hope that all of you will find something of 
interest in my wandering remarks, although many 
years have passed since these events recorded here 
have happened. I hope these years have been carried 
lightly and that you may all be spared for many years 
of usefulness in the service of the town and com
munity in which you have played so important a part. 

Annals 1907-1910 
by Robert Love - 1930 (Excerpts) 

The Melita Town Council let the contract for the 
building of cement walks on Front Street to Mr. H. 1. 
R. Large best known at that time as Captain Large of 
the Empress of Ireland plying between Melita and 
Coulter. 

The Board of Trade at that time was urging 1. 1. 
Hill, the famous railroad builder, to bring his road 
northward to this point. 

The first car owned in town was purchased by H. 
H. Richards the manager of the Northern Bank, and 
it wasn't a Ford either. 

Dave Lamont constructed a motor-boat and hav
ing had a shipment of gasoline brought in, was pre
pared to make moonlight excursions to Sourisford 
and Napinka. 

During this year considerable discussion took 
place regarding the improvement of the cemetery, 
which finally resulted in the placing of the fine row of 
evergreens which grace the driveway of the Silent 
City yonder on the hill. 

Old-timers will recall the winter of 1907-1908 
with smallpox placarded houses, wild rumors about 
the town and district being isolated etc., and the 
Health Officer issuing statements in refutation of 
these rumors. 

The editor of the Enterprise in a humorous man
ner noted that the Napinka correspondent in the pre
vious issue had advised Napinka people to avoid 
Melita for fear of the smallpox, but when Napinka 
was afflicted with the same malady it was not neces
sary to advise the people not to go to Napinka be
cause they didn't go there anyway. 

For some years so many people had been leaving 
our town to make a home in or near Vancouver that an 
association was formed in that city of former 
Melitaites. This association held a picnic in Stanley, 



with no less than 120 former Melita residents attend
ing. 

Even in 1908 our young people were not at all 
behind the times as they staged a debate on the 
question of the advisability of shortening ladies' 
skirts. 

In 1909 several Melita citizens distinguished 
themselves. Lee Jamieson won the Gold Medal in 
Elocution in the area of Southern Manitoba and be
came candidate for provincial honors. 

Mr. John Barr of Kilmarnock, Scotland, a mem
ber of the firm of Glenfield and Kennedy visited the 
present writer and at the same time presented figures 
to the town council through Councillor T. A. Black
well on the cost of the installation of a water-works 
system for this town. 

In June of 1909 three autos were purchased by 
three townsmen. In purchasing one of these I found 
that a set price was placed upon the bare car, with 
additional charges for wind-shield, lamps, speed
ometer and collapsible top. 

At this time, although there had been a great 
exodus of our citizens to British Columbia, neverthe
less our town boasted a population of 803, and an 
assessment of half a million with a debenture debt of 
only $1400. 

In those days (1910) our town bell pealed forth 
from the top of a steel tower beside the fire hall. 
During a heavy wind-storm this tower was wrecked 
and the fall broke the bell, which was re-cast and 
placed on a wooden tower where for some years it 
faithfully advised us of the time to work or worship. 

Red Cross Society 
The Red Cross Society in Melita and Arthur 

Municipality was formed October 1,1914. The chair
man was the mayor of Melita and the secretary trea
surer - the manager of the Union Bank. The 
executive consisted of the above officers and chair
man of the school board, president of the Board of 
Trade, a member of the Arthur constituency, the three 
local clergymen, the presidents of the three ladies' 
church organizations, the two medical doctors, prin
cipal of the high school, manager of the Northern 
Crown Bank, and editors of the two local news
papers. 

The ladies auxiliary was formed October 6, 1914 
with President Mrs. A. B. Estlin, Vice President 
Mrs. D. W. Yuill, Secretary Mrs. 1. W. Hewitt, and 
Treasurer Mrs. 1. H. Pollock. The executive con
sisted of the above mentioned and the presidents of 
three ladies church organizations. A life membership 
was $25, subscribing $5, associate - $1 and active 
- $2. (Red Cross Room - see "Melita Dry Clean
ers"), 
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Red Cross Quilting Group W.w.I1. l.-R., Back Row: Mrs. 
House, Mrs. Atkinson, Jane Forsyth, ?, Mrs. Stephens, Mrs. 
Scott, Mrs. Love, Mrs. Mason, Mrs. Harry Cornish. Front Row: 
Mrs. Alex Downey, Mrs. Mirehouse, Mrs. R. Garratt, Mrs. Alex 
Jones. 

Funds were raised through concerts, private teas, 
school teas, hockey games, moccasin dances, box 
socials, dinners and sleigh parties. Everyone knitted 
socks, scarves, caps, mitts, kit bags and wristlets. A 
two week knitting contest was held where 578 pair of 
socks were knit, 31 pair each by Mrs. Ila Griffith and 
Mrs. Metcalfe. 

Butterick donated patterns for bedwear and 
dressing gowns. Many long hours were spent in 
sewing and rolling bandages of all widths from facto
ry cotton or old sheets. 

Collections were made for old iron, rubber, rags, 
clothes, paper and records for all kinds of record 
players, for hospitals. 

Christmas parcels of cigarettes, tobacco, cocoa, 
condensed milk, baked beans, sardines, dates, gum, 
writing paper, soap, socks and handkerchiefs were 
sent. 

In the year 1917, the grand total of $8750 had 
been gathered locally. Melita donated an ambulance 
No. 9254 which was in the war field in 1916. 

In April 1919 at the time of the terrible flu epi
demic there was a flu kitchen at the Red Cross rooms 
to deliver food where necessary. 

The Peace Time Red Cross was formed in 1923 



and monies were transferred from the war time Red 
Cross Society. The mayor of the town was President, 
Mrs. Frank Kelly Vice President, and Mrs. H. P. 
Musson - Secretary. 

The object of the Peace Time Red Cross is to take 
care of wounded and disabled soldiers and their fam
ilies, and to help rebuild broken and disabled child
dren to health and efficiency; to educate the new 
Canadians in sanitation and health laws; to establish 
public nursing stations in unorganized territory; and 
to send dentists into territory where they were not 
otherwise available. The society seeks to co-operate 
with all orgal,1izations engaged in this work and to 
organize activities so as not to overlap and waste 
energy. 

On October 25, 1923 the Red Cross was more 
urgently needed than ever. They supported five nurs
ing stations and a home at Winnipeg Beach which 
was a holiday spot for wounded soldiers from the 
hospitals. 

The Red Cross continued through the years but 
with much less activity. There was mention in the 
papers of raising $300 for the year 1928, and a "Sun 
Beam Branch" of Junior Red Cross, then little refer
ence. 

According to stories told, there was much return 
of assistance from the Red Cross during the 1930's 
when drought and depression brought devastation to 
this area. Food, clothing, and medical assistance, to 
mention the more prominent areas, were but a few. 

In 1940 World War II brought back much activity. 
Bridge parties, dances, tag days, a children's circus, 
children's fun fairs, and Junior Red Cross in schools 
were all programmed to raise funds for the Red 
Cross. All clubs in Manitoba held a bon spiel and the 
Melita and Area quota of $1000 was raised. Junk 
week was held in March, collecting scrap aluminum, 
copper, brass, rubber and iron. There was a special 
call for blankets, quilts and buttons. 

The weekly blood donor clinics started in April 
1944. The first silver button awarded for six dona
tions went to George A. Sterling. In April 1945 
Clinic No. 44 had 95 donors. The total donors sur
passed a goal of 2,000 by 63 donors. Average atten
dance weekly was 47. This program ended in 
August, 1945. 

Since 1945 the main projects sponsored by the 
Red Cross have been the annual canvass and blood 
donor clinics. The canvass has netted an average of 
$826 per year with the lowest record of $525 in 1970 
and the highest of $1,168 in 1958. 

Due to a continual decrease in membership in the 
Red Cross organization in Melita, the Kinsmen Club 
took over the sponsorship of the blood donor clinics 
in 1977. 
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The Red Cross Society was placed under the 
direction of the Junior Chamber of Commerce in 
1981 and the canvass for 1981 carried out under their 
sponsorship. Unfortunately, due to lack of interest 
after 68 years of continual operation, the Red Cross 
Society is no longer organized in Melita. The books 
have been turned back to R. Jack McKinney who had 
been treasurer since 1970. At this time, August 1982, 
an effort is being made to re-organize. 

Melita Toastmasters Club No. 2693 
The first organizational meeting of the above 

Club was held in the Municipal Office, Melita on 
November 18, 1965. An executive was formed con
sisting of President Geoff Kirby, Vice-President (Ed
ucational) Ron Bawtinheimer, Vice-President (Ad
ministration) George Ferguson, Secretary Dick 
Laing, Treasurer Wes Feader, Sargent-At-Arms Bob 
Beaudette. Meetings are to be held on Wednesday of 
each week at 6:30 p.m. The Charter Membership 
numbered 37 active members from Melita, Lyleton, 
Pierson, Waskada, Broomhill and Pipestone. 

Charter Night was held on January 29, 1966 in the 
Legion Hall, Melita, with the Charter being pre
sented to the Club by the District Governor of Toast
masters International. A Toastmasters Club provides 
frequent opportunities to speak and provides in
creased effectiveness and self-confidence. Based on 
principles set forth in a "Basic Training Manual", 
the weekly meetings gave opportunity for extempo
raneous speaking during the business portion and 
through 'Table Topics' in which a member spoke 
briefly on an assigned topic of general interest. A 
Toastmaster of the evening presided over a formal 
programme which included four to six speeches, all 
prepared in advance. 

The club was in existence from its inception until 
the date of the last meeting on November 19, 1969. 
Bob Beaudette was President in 1967 and Art Nash 
filled the balance of Bob's term on his transfer 
(R.C.M.P.) to Killarney. Gerry Morrow presided in 
1968 followed by Clarence P. Cook in 1969. Well 
represented by very able speakers from among the 
membership, the Club performed well at zone and 
district Speech Contests. These speakers included 
Bob Beaudette, Paul Jessen, C. P. Cook and Fred 
Ramsey. Speakers were provided by the Club for 
various events in the district and members also acted 
as judges for various oratorical contests notably 4H 
events. 

The Club was considered by many to be one of 
the best organizations to be formed in Melita and 
there is no doubt that many of the members derived a 
great deal of pleasure from the meetings and greatly 



benefited from the principles set forth in the Basic 
Training Manual. 

"No knowledge we ever acquire is so important 
as a knowledge of what to say and how to say it; 
except perhaps, a knowledge of what not to say and 
when not to say it". 

The Melita Women's Institute 
submitted by Hazel Oberlin 

In 1915 the Home Economics was organized with 
Mrs. W. Yuill as its first president. This position she 
held for five years. In 1920 Mrs. Leslie became the 
president and Mrs. Yuill the secretary. On October 
22, 1922 the Melita Home Economic Organization 
became the Melita Women's Institute and obtained 
its charter. 

The membership fee from 1915-1925 was 25¢. In 
1925 it was raised to 50¢ and in 1967 to $1. 

Early records state that meetings were held in the 
homes. In 1921 the hostesses were Mesdames A. J. 
Hamilton, I. B. Brook, F. Modeland, W. Kay, C. 
Farrow. T. Willis, A. Mattice, W. J. Graham, Gordon 
Hoover, C. Ketcheson and G. Pope. 

Programs included an address by the Rev. Elliot, 
entertainment for Boys' and Girls' Club members, a 
health talk by Nurse Black, flower demonstration, a 
Hallowe' en dance in aid of the Rest Room, and a sale 
of home baking, also for the Rest Room. Beginning 
1926 hot lunches were provided for at the school for 
the pupils, and the Institute sponsored a dance with 
proceeds for this in 1930. The group sponsored a 
carnival at the rink with the Melita band in atten
dance. This was a very successful event. 

In 1933 Esther Thompson, of the Extension Ser
vice, was a guest speaker, bringing information valu
able to the members in regards to their duties and 
obligations. 

A regular meeting was held at the home of Mrs. 
Stinson in 1934 with 40 members and friends pres
ent. Mrs. Mattice presided. Following the business a 
social time was held. During the thirties the member
ship dropped to nine or ten, many being involved in 
Red Cross work in the later years. 

A bank account was started in 1936 to assist with 
a hospital which was a fond dream of Dr. Fred Wil
son. The members managed to have $500 to donate 
to this project which was realized in the forties. Our 
inscription marks a ward. Of worthy mention are the 
members who worked through the dusty thirties and 
never gave up. They were Mrs. Howard Kenner as 
President, with members Nettie Greig, Lillie Cas
well, Mrs. Allenby, Mrs. Love, Mrs. Shand, Mrs. 
Frank Kelly and Mrs. L. J. Townsend. Oh, for those 
members again in Institute work! 

In 1942 the membership again reached 30. They 
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subscribed to seminars, sponsored the 4-H Clubs, in 
both organizing and financing and many a member 
has been honoured by their efforts. They also spon
sored Red Cross, Cancer Drives, March of Dimes, 
Peace Garden Nook and Senior Citizens' Home. A 
donation of a $700 piano for this building was made 
and chairs bought for the library. The W.I. helped 
with Sourisford Picnic Ground equipment, assisted 
with Field Days, scholarships, Children's Aid So
ciety and the Personal Care Home. Each year we 
contributed books for the book market. 

In the late fifties the Melita W.I. decided to enter 
the Tweedsmuir Competition open to all Institutes. 
This involved a history of town and district. A com
mittee of Mesdames Gertrude McNish, Pearl Milne 
and Hazel Oberlin was appointed to do this. Shortly 
after the material was started Mrs. McNish moved 
away and the next year Mrs. Milne became ilL Prac
tically all the material had to be collected from per
sonal interviews. Some pictures were paid for in the 
book. Finally by 1965-66 the material was compiled 
and ready for the publishers. A large down payment 
was involved and the members held teas, lunches at 
auction sales, rames, etc. Records show a $50 dona
tion from the Town of Melita and $25 from the Rural 
Municipality of Arthur, and $5 each from the busi
ness people in prepayment for a copy. A lot of history 
was shelved due to insufficient funds as we received 
nothing on a silver platter. We did not receive a prize 
at the provincial level but we did receive Honourable 
Mention. Our book was quite popular and as late as 
August, 1982 we were requested to obtain more cop
ies. 

In the Tweedsmuir Competition, Mrs. Irene Jack
son wrote a very worthwhile essay which received 

Melita W.I. 1967. Front Row, Seated: Jean Polworth, Pearl 
Mason, Ada Fletcher, Mary Carr, Leah Walker, Mary Belfry. 
Back Row: Rene Snyder, Edna Moore, Lillian Yeo, Frances 
Tilbury, Susie Oliver, Katie Snyder, Irene Jackson (Pres.), 
Madeline Pue, Dot Reddaway, Jennie Critchlow, Clara 
Breemersch. Back Right: Eva McArthur, Hazel Oberlin, (ab
sent) Mesdames Fennell, Gordon, Adams and Robson. 



Grandmother's picnic sponsored by Melita W.I. held at the home of Hazel Oberlin in 1955. L·R., Back Row: Mrs. Modeland, Mrs. 
Mary Carr, Mrs. Wm. Clarke, Mrs. R. Garratt, Mrs. Wm. llibury Sr., Mrs. W. Fletcher, Mrs. Larway, Mrs. Davison, Mrs. Spence, Mrs. 
F. Wilson, Mrs. Fournie, Mrs. Minnis, Mrs. Boscow, Mrs. Yuill, Mrs. Kirkup, Mrs. Nuttall, Mrs. S. Simpson, Mrs. Furtney. 2nd Row: 
Mrs. Wm. Sterling, Mrs. Forman, ?, Mrs. T. McJannet, Mrs. R. Atkinson, Mrs. S. Wyatt, Mrs. Brown. Front Row: Mr. G. Hoover, Mrs. 
P. Elliott, ?, Mrs. C. Penson. 

worthy mention. Mrs. Catherine Snyder entered with 
handicraft and also was honored. 

District Presidents playing a significant part in 
the Southwest have been Rae Underhill, Olive 
Thompson, Gertrude Jasper, Edith Poole, Eileen 
Brake and Vema Russel. 

In 1967 the convention theme was "Take from the 
fires of the past: not the ashes, but the embers. " 

While Mrs. Jasper was District President our con
vention guest speaker was The Honourable Walter 
Dinsdale. He also showed slides of the Holy Land 
and during the program sang a solo. It was very 
worthwhile and enjoyable. 

During the 4-H year excellent demonstrations 
were presented. 

Our auditors were Mary Belfry and Lillian Gor
don. 

In 1967 records show the shortest board meeting 
on record -15 minutes. 

A float was made and entered in the Centennial 
Parade and centennial dresses were also made. 

"Melita Tales and Trails" was ready for sale that 
year. 

In 197021 members were on the roll. 
In 1972 two delegates were sent to the Brandon 

Convention and 25 members were on the roll. 
Melita hosted the District Convention in 1976. 
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The Rebekah Lodge catered a delicious dinner to 175 
guests. A mini school was sponsored in October. 

In 1978 the W.1. presented the Rev. Clark Saun
ders with a plaque for being the outstanding young 
Canadian adult in music. Neighboring Institutes 
were entertained to a social afternoon in the Legion 
Hall. Guest soloists were Irene Hall and Bob Scott. 

In the fall of 1978 the Melita W.I. disbanded on 
account of noninterest of the majority of the 14 mem
bers on the roll. Funds were distributed locally, 
namely to the bowling alley, hospital, Peace Gar
dens, and the museum. Thus ended 63 years of 
service for "Home and Country" . 

The Presidents have been: 
1915-1920 - Mrs. Yuill 
1920-1924 Mrs. Leslie 
1924-1926 Mrs. Frank Kelly 
1926-1927 - Mrs. G. Davis 
1927-1929 - Mrs. Frank Kelly 
1929-1932 - Mrs. H. P. Musson 
1933-1934 - Mrs. G. Rutherford 
1934-1936 Mrs. Mattice 
1936-1937 Mrs. A. Fraser 
1937-1939 - Mrs. Parham 
1940-1945 - Mrs. W. Kenner 
1946·1947 - Mrs. Love 
1948-1949 - Mrs. Forman 
1948-1950 - Mrs. Fraser 
1951-1952 - Mrs. Belfry 
1952-1953 - Mrs. Caswell 
1953-1954 Mrs. H. Townsend 



1955·1957 - Mrs. Mason 
1957·1959 - Mrs. T. B. Oberlin 
1959-1961- Mrs. A. W. Robson 
1962 Mrs. C. Reddaway 
1963 Mrs. G. Hambley 
1964-1965 Mrs. Pue 
1966·1967 Mrs. A. 1. Jackson 

L.-R.: Ronald Bedford, Patricia Pope, Gerald Bedford, Muriel 
Bedford and Ian Robinson. 

Melita Grade XII Class of 1943. L-R: Stewart Wilson, Carlyle 
Mayes, Gerald Bedford, Cecil Greig, Doug Minnis, Earl 
Branston, Jack Junson. Front: Hilda Caswell, Evelyn Thomp
son, Noreen Robinson, Evelyn Munroe, Alma Floyd, Naomi 
Underhill, Gertrude Mason, Lorraine Lang, Laura Loucks, 
Vera White. Missing: Anthony McNutt. 

Elva Station. L-R: Dick Skelton, Ab Wallace, Frank Skelton, Mr. 
and Mrs. Dave Louttit, Charles Armstrong, Robert Banks, 
Pres Archibald, Andy Crawford, ?, Ab Meyers, Mrs. Ab 
Meyers, child Eva, Ernie Walton, Malcolm McCanneli. 
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1967-1968 - Mrs. Mason 
1968·1970 - Mrs. W. Adams 
1970-1972 Mrs. 1. Yeo 
1972-1973 Pearl Mason 
1973-1974 M. McLean 
1975-1976 - 1. Critchlow 
1976-1978 - M. McLean 

Napinka C.G.I.T. in 1954. Back Row: Junne Warwick, Joyce 
Raymer, Gloria Greenley, Bernice Stewart. Middle: Marcie 
Moore, Gwen Ball, Bernice Moore, Ruth Cosgrove. Front: 
Vivian Line, Beverley Anderson, Gayle Topps. 

Sunday afternoon at George Anderson's farm in 1912 -
E.M.~Studebakerca( 

The Peninsula neighbours turn out for a work bee. 



Service Clubs 
Kinsmen Club 

The Kinsmen Club was organized in November 
1948. There were 22 charter members. The President 
was Douglas Mackie; Vice President, Ed Boden; E. 
e. Barker was Secretary and K. e. Cobb was As
sistant Secretary. Jack Foster was the Treasurer. Di
rectors were: H. S. Hairsine and Jack Barker. 

It was Friday, February 10, 1949 when the Bran
don Kinsmen Club presented the official charter to 
the Kinsmen Club of Melita. It was an impressive 
ceremony when R. B. Alexander, Governor of Dis
trict two and Carl Poronki installed the executive of 
the Melita club. Eddie Fiset, District two expansion 
chairman presented the pins. Gong, gavel and ros
trum, all gifts from the Brandon club were presented 
by R. B. Alexander and Edson Boyd, and so began 
many years of continue service to the community. 

The Kinsmen projects in aid of the communities 
greatest needs have been many and varied throughout 
the years. 

Associated Commercial Travellers broadcasts in 
aid of tuberculosis and the Easter Seal campaign for 
crippled children were two of the first projects under
taken. We still carry the Easter Seal campaign each 
year. 

One of the first long term projects which was of 
great concern to the club was a hospital for Melita. 
The first committee was headed by Oscar Goodman. 
Finally in 1954 the hospital became a reality and the 
Kinsmen and Kinettes were responsible for furnish
ing one of the wards. Again in 1969 a case room table 
was purchased for the delivery room of the hospital. 
When the hospital was remodelled in 1977 contribu
tions were made toward small furnishing such as 
T. V. 's and air conditioners. 

As you take a look around the town you will see 
the swimming pool another Kinsmen project. In 1961 
$15,000 was spent on the first pool which was a 
spring fed hole along No. 83 highway just north of 
town. The hole was dredged and sand hauled to make 
a nice sandy bottom. A change room was built and 
several trees planted to beautify the spot. Many 
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youngsters from town would ride their bicycles out 
each day during the hot summers. Red Cross swim
ming lessons were offered and many young ones 
learned the skills of swimming at this pool. This spot 
served us well for five years, then the Kinsmen 
decided to undertake the construction of a heated 
pool within the town. 

Official opening of the swimming pool: Bob Davidson (whole
sale rep.). Kinsmen Delmar Loucks. Everett Barker. Jim 
Cheyne. Bill Leverington. Bud Andries. 

Property was located, the concrete blocks taken 
apart and the change house moved to the new loca
tion where the pool still sits today. The new pool is 25 
x 75 feet and contains a vinyl liner. A heating system 
was installed and a beautiful pool was complete for 
the children and adults to enjoy during the hot sum
mer days. The Red Cross lessons continued here and 
many more children earned their badges. This pool 
served satisfactorily for the next five to six years but 
due to severe winters and abuse the vinyl liner began 
to deteriorate. After many attempts to repair the liner 
the Kinsmen decided the best move would be to 
replace the liner with something else. The same hole 
was used but enlarged slightly to 30 x 80 feet. This 
time the construction was a concrete bottom with 
fibreglass walls. In 1973 the third pool was complete, 
ready for the hot summer days in years to follow. The 



lessons in swimming have continued and the children 
and adults of the area enjoy the spot very much. In 
1981 a fence was added to act as a wind break. The 
Kinsmen and Kinettes have contributed numerous 
times to the upkeep of the pool with donations toward 
the change rooms, fence, diving board etc. 

In 1969 alongside the swimming pool the Kins
men officially opened the kiddies' paddling pool. A 
set of swings and slide were added - moved from the 
site of the original pool along the highway. 

Central Park in the centre of town was equipped 
with new playground equipment in 1961. This was a 
very busy spot for the mothers to go for a walk with 
their little ones and let them play on the playground 
equipment. 

During 1949-59 the Kinsmen managed the old 
skating rink and during the years 1960-64 were in 
charge of the Minor Hockey program in town. Since 
then substantial amounts of money have been do
nated, to Minor Hockey and several appreciation 
nights have been held in honor of these young play
ers. 1963 was probably a highlight for the Kinsmen in 
Minor Hockey when the local Midget "B" team won 
the Manitoba championship under the coaching of 
Baldy Cheyne. A special appreciation night was held 
in their honor. The special guest that night was John
ny Bower who at that time was the goalie for the 
Toronto Maple Leafs. 

Through the years the Kinsmen have been the 
sponsoring body for many youth groups such as 
Cubs and Scouts, Air Cadets (which they still spon
sor). 

Individual students have also been sponsored to 
different events at the Peace Gardens athletic camp; 
such as track and field, football and volleyball. Youth 
of our area have taken part in the leadership camp at 
Kin Hi Camp at Queitco Centre. This is a Kinsmen 
camp encouraging leadership training. Since 1962 
the Kinsmen have also been presenting two bursaries 
to high school students furthering their education. 

1962 was the beginning of the Kinsmen weekly 
Kingo Bingo. This weekly game is held in the Legion 
Hall each Thursday night and has attracted fans of the 
game for over 20 years and is considered by the 
members as one of the best fund raisers they have. 

The Kinsmen Club were the club responsible for 
spearheading the project to get the senior citizens' 
housing in town. Various information meetings were 
held and finally on January 27, 1967 the vote was 
passed for the approval of this housing project. (See 
Melita Lodge) 

The yearly Kinsmen Karnival and Queen Contest 
originated in 1966. This fun winter event has con
tinued yearly since that time. 

1967 was Canada's 100th birthday. The former 
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grandstand and concession booth at River Park had 
been demolished prior to this and the Kinsmen chose 
as their centennial project to construct a new building 
to be used as a concession booth. The project was 
completed and stands to serve the events at River 
Park today. 

The Kinsmen annual Senior Citizens' Supper was 
initially started by the Kinsmen and Kinette Club in 
1966. The Kinettes prepared the meal and the Kins
men served it with help from the Air Cadets. Follow
ing the meal the Kinsmen and Kinettes supplied the 
entertainment. In 1967, the centennial year, we de
cided to ask the Town of Melita and the R.M. of 
Arthur to share the cost of this event. This Christmas 
supper has carried on since that date with monetary 
assistance from the town and the RM. and the Kins
men and Kinettes providing the man power for the 
meal and the entertainment. 

In 1971 our new arena opened to the pUblic. 
Contributions of $15,000 were made for the initial 
building by the Kinsmen and in 1974 $3,200 was 
donated to the sound system and in 1981 $7,000 was 
contributed to the plexiglass sidelines. Kinettes have 
donated to the furnishings in the kitchen. 

In 1975 the travelling Wally Byam Caravan vis
ited Melita. The Kinsmen and Kinettes hosted a giant 
supper and dance in the arena. The Captain's Cabaret 
was carried on for a few more years and then dropped 
due to lack of interest. 

The Legion Hall renovations, a major undertak
ing by the Kinsmen has left us with one of the nicest 
halls in the area. In the fall of 1977 volunteers from 
the community added on the new addition. This 26 x 
90 building was added to the south side of the hall, 
both upper and lower levels. The original part of the 
hall is the dancing area, and the new addition is all 
seating area as well as space for the bar and the 
washrooms. The lower level is banquet rooms and 
the kitchen. A wheel chair ramp has been added. 

The Kinsmen have held various other events 
throughout the years - Sportsmen Dinners, Sports 
Days, Kar Free Banquets, Pit Barbeques, Hat Pools 
on hockey, baseball, football and Suit of the Month, 
Bicycle Safety Program, Funtier Days, Fun Fairs and 
a Blood Clinic. 

Many of our Kinsmen have been good sportsmen 
themselves and so they have had their own fastball 
team, hockey team and curling team and have upheld 
the team image. 

Members of the club have held various offices on 
the district and zone executive. The first of them was 
Lefty Wyatt who was elected as Deputy Governor for 
District two in 1952. He served a one year term. Ten 
years later, 1962-63 Dave Snitka was elected to the 
same office and served our district welL In 1969-70 



John Wilken served and 1970-71 Mohan Malhi was 
elected. Our club has had the honor of bestowing life 
memberships to Lefty Wyatt in 1964, Bill Lever
ington in 1979 and Delmar Loucks in 1982. 

One of the highlights of a Kin year is the district 
convention held each year in the district and the 
national convention held each year in a larger center 
somewhere in Canada. Many of our members have 
attended these conventions along with thousands of 
Kinsmen and Kinettes from across Canada where 
they meet old friends and make new friends and 
discuss the affairs of the association. 
Past Presidents of Kinsmen 
1949 - Doug Mackie 
1950-0. N. Wyatt 
1951 Ken Cobb 
1952 Ted Barker 
1953 - Norman Walker 
1954 - Bob Austin 
1955 Jack Russell 
1956 - Will Sutton 
1957 - Dave Snitka 
1958 - R. E. Murray 
1959 Bill Cobb 
1960 - Max Ross 
1961 - Gerry Morrow 
1962 - Bob Cornell 
1963 Keith Ballance 
1964 - Delmar Loucks 
1965 - Delmar Loucks 
1966 Gordon Russell 

Kinettes 

1967 - Bill Leverington 
1968 John Wilken 
1969 - Gary Gordon 
1970 - Mohan Malhi 
1971 - Don Robertson 
1972 Doug Reynolds 
1973 - Bill Leverington 
1973 - Bob Barnstable 
1974 Jack Morrow 
1975 - Ernie Toms 
1976 - Burt Hicks 
1977 - Jim Axford 
1978 - Bob Walker 
1979 Bill Bryant 
1980 - Rob Nield 
1981 Ted Wall 
1982 Wayne White 

The Kinettes, the auxiliary to the Kinsmen was 
started around late 1949 or early 1950's. The first 
president of the club was Toots Wyatt, Florence Hall 
was secretary and Doris Wilson treasurer. Some of 
the other members at that time were Elma Cobb, Ann 
Barker, Linda Boden and Lil Schmidtke. Many oth
ers have joined throughout the years. 

The Kinettes have had many projects to raise 
funds for community work. Some have included 
rummage sales, bake sales, raffles and dances. We 
have contributed funds to support the hospital and 
care home, arena, swimming and paddling pools, 
band funds, Diabetic Association, March of Dimes, 
4-H movement and others. 

To be of service to others in our community we 
have entertained with skits, plays, bingo etc. at the 
Senior Citizen Lodge and the Personal Care Home. 
We have donated time to the Red Cross as support 
staff at the Blood Clinic each fall and delivered 
meals-on-wheels. We have national projects each 
year that we contribute to and also a district project to 
which we contribute. 

The Kinettes have been active in attending zone, 
district and national events each year. The Kinsmen 
and Kinettes find much satisfaction in working to-

215 

gether for the betterment of the community. Our 
thoughts can be totally expressed in a few words from 
one of our songs. "To Give with your Heart". To 
give with your heart is the best part of living. Giving 
makes living a beautiful thing. 
Past Presidents of Kinettes 
1949 Toots Wyatt 
1950 - Linda Boden 
1951 - Ann Barker 
1952 Jean Austin 
1953 - Jean Austin 
1954 - Elma Cobb 
1955 Mary Wall 
1956 Belva Feader 
1957 Velma Snitka 
1958 - Betty Ross 
1959 - Rita Murray 
1960 Mollie Kirby 
1961 - Joan Bischoff 
1962 - Ruth Ballance 
1963 Lois Cornell 
1964 Beth Anderson 
1965 - Jean Loucks 

Lions' Club 

1966 - Eileen Leverington 
1967 Mae Rennie 
1968 Iris Wilken 
1969 - Hazel Nylin 
1970 - Shirley Barnstable 
1971 Alma Toms 
1972 Shirley Barnstable 
1973 - Jean Loucks 
1974 Denise Holden 
1976 Darlene Hicks 
1977 - Barb Walker 
1978 - Gloria Penner 
1979 - Faye White 
1980 Faye McLoughlin 
1981 - Lorna Warsaba 
1982 - Cheryl Stewart 

submitted by Tom Smith 
The Melita and Area Lions' Club was sponsored 

by The Pierson Lions' Club. The Charter for Melita 
Lions was presented on January 7, 1977 in The 
Melita Legion Community Hall. The Lions' Charter 
was presented by District Governor Brian Doak of 
Brandon to President elect Lion Donald McDermit. 
District Governor Doak of District 5M7 assisted by 
District Zone Chairman Lion Charles Durward in
stalled the newly formed Lions' Club slate of of
ficers. President Donald McDermit, 1st Vice Thomas 
H. Smith, 2nd Vice Kenneth Carels, 3rd Vice 
Clifford Snyder, Secretary Marty Smith, Treasurer 
Clifford Hicks, Lion Tamer Dick Harmon, Tail 
Twister Harry Thompson, Directors Ray Fewings, 
Wesley Codling, Dick Shaw, John Zaharychuk. 
Charter members 1977, Clifford Dixon, Andy John
son, Tim Codling, Gordon Charles, Rick Barker, 
Dean Charles, Frank Warsaba, William Russell, 
Lome Richter, August Lenz, Terry Carels, Cornie 
Klassen, Edgar Breemersch, Douglas Walker, 
Dwayne Murray, Bruce Dalziel. 

Melita and Area Lions' Club projects conducted 
since inception: Legion Community Hall Renova
tion, Annual C.N .I.B. Canvas, Manitoba Lions' An
nual Telethon, Lions' Sight Conservation Program, 
Seeing Eye Dog Program, Threshermen Days Fall 
Festival, Old Time Fiddlers' Contest. 

Donations and work support programs: Melita 
and Area School Band, Wilson Memorial Hospital, 
Minor Hockey, Minor Baseball, Melita and Area 
Bowling Co., Melita Figure Skating Club, Health 
Care and Rehabilitation Assistance on behalf of 
Melita and families. 



Club 

..t:egion Jlall, .Melita 

9'liJay, jan. 7th 

SPONSORED BY 

Lions annual Threshermen's Reunion in 1980's. 
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.Atelita 6J rArea ~On6 llub 
(,lu..t.ie'i ..Membeu 

Officers 
Prll$id&nt . . .................. :,.... Don McDermit 
First Vic& President ... ..... ...... ... ....... .......... .. ........... " ... ThGmas Smith 
SecGnd Vice President .............................................................. '..... Kenneth Carels 
Third Vice President Clifford Snyder 
Secretary Marty Smith 
Treasurer Clifford Hicks 
Lion Tamer Dick Harmon 
Tail Twister ............................................... . ................ \ Harry Thompson 

~aay Fewings) 
Wes Codling 

Andy Johnson 
Tim Codling 

~ 
Gordon Charles 

Directors 
Dick Shaw 
John Zaharychuk 

Members 
Bill Russell 
B~ziel 
Lome Richter 
August Lenz 
Terry Carels 
Corni& Klassen 

DNn Charles Edgar Broomersch I 
Rick Barker 

Frank Warsaba Bruce Wiebe 
~y Douglas Walker 
C. A Macbean .-------

Annual cookout at Threshermen's Reunion. 



Public 
Fire Protection In Meltia 

As early as 1893, a citizens' meeting was called 
about concern for fire protection. Messrs. Elliott and 
Broderick were appointed a committee to interview 
Mr. McRobie, regarding fire extinguishers, while in 
Winnipeg. 

In 1899, the recommendation was made to build 
fire walls. Three feet of ground was to be given for 
the base of the wall. This was to extend from Main St. 
to the rear of Lot 11, Block 3; provided the wall at 
anytime fail to serve as a protection against fire, then 
said ground shall revert back to municipality. 

This same year a committee of James Duncan, T. 
A. Blackwell, and 1. E. Campbell were to purchase 
some means of fire protection. In June, a double 
cylinder chemical engine mounted on two wheels, 

Firehall. 
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with a ladder attached, at a cost of $900, was ordered 
from Brandon Machine Works. A fire bell was or
dered. 

In July a free grant of land (Lot 14, Block 7) was 
granted by Association Land Commissioner C.P.R. 
for a fire hall. The cost of the fire hall was $600. The 
first volunteer fire brigade was: T. McJannet, R. 
Simpson, Bert Gerrans, A. Crosland, A. Greaves, 
C. Ferguson, M. C. Marble, S. Cameron, A. Cam
eron, R. Campbell, A. Campbell, G. Pope, and W. 
H. Stover. 

In 1901, there was a resolution to build two fire 
walls. One was built on the lane south of V. Morse 
store (Robinson's Store today) the other north side of 
the Blackwell Block (south side ofthe Arcade today). 
These walls were built of brick from 9-13 inches thick 
on a stone foundation. They were built two feet 
higher than the adjoining building and extended a 
short distance beyond at the rear. Alex Cameron and 
D. Maxwell built these walls. A third wall was built 
in 1903, on the north side of the Metropolitan Hotel 
beside the barber shop. 

The fire hall received its first coat of paint in 1902 
and Messrs. Johnston and Pope built an attached 
"cooler" (jail) on the side of the fire hall in 1903. 
This was a sturdy two compartment structure. 

In 1907 tanks were placed under the sidewalk on 
Main St. (in front of Russell's, Main St. store today) 
and at the corner of Main and Souris Streets. 

December 9, 1912, was Melita's first really bad 
fire when Mr. Ainley's livery stable, with four 
horses, burned. The loss was $4000. 

It's interesting that in December of 1913, a motion 
was made by Leslie and McRae "that if the town has 
to pay for the phone in the fire hall, the town would 
charge the government for fire protection and scav
enger work, at the telephone office." 

In 1916, a vote was held to spend $12,000 on a 
new fire hall. The vote passed ih favor, but was 
repealed because of a petition in 1917. Some renova
tions on the old hall were accomplished. 

In November 1917, the town bell made the per-



ilous journey from the old tripod tower to the belfry 
of the firehall, without mishap. This same year the 
fire, water and light commission, authorized the pur
chase of a single cylinder chemical engine, but it 
wasn't until 1928, that the fire engine was mounted 
on a motorized vehicle a Model A Ford truck. 

In 1946, Melita purchased a modem fire engine, 
Air Force Crash Tender for $3000 from the R.C.A.F. 
airport at Carberry. This was a 1942 model. Purchase 
of a siren was also made from the War Assets Corpo
ration, which was mounted at the fire hall and oper
ated from the telephone office. 

In 1963, a special council meeting was called for 
discussion of fire fighting equipment for the R.M. of 
Arthur and Edward. The rural municipality pur
chased a mobile tank, hose, and gasoline pump for 
purposes of pumping water from wells and dugouts. 
A new Fargo fire engine at a cost of $11,500, was 
purchased from General Fire Equipment Co. of 
Saskatoon. 

Insurance to protect firemen, was taken out in 
1964 and starting in 1965 firemen were paid $2 per 
hour, and the fire chief $4 per hour, for their services. 

In 1965, a new fire hall was built in conjunction 
with the new Melita Town Office. The old fire hall 
became the residence of George Andries near the 
Creamery. 

In 1970 Brenda, Napinka, and Albert became a 
part of the fire fighting district and in 1975, a new 
pumper was purchased on a Ford Truck at a cost of 
$40,752. This expense was shared by the R.M. 's of 
Arthur, Brenda, Edward, and Albert plus the towns 
of Napinka and Melita. The population of this area is 
approximately 3,813, and the area covers about 736 
square miles. The new truck was purchased from K. 
Seagrove Co. of Woodstock, Ontario, through their 
Winnipeg outlet and has two auxiiiary units, one for 
lighting, and one for pumping. The old crash tender 
was sold to Oak Lake Cottage Owners Association 
for $1,000. 

Fire causes relocation of Case, 1969. 
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The fire department holds two meetings per 
month for training purposes. There are about 20 
volunteers at this time. 

In 1978, our firemen answered calls to 22 fires, in 
1979 - 22, and in 1980 - 17. 

A firemen's appreciation night consisting of a 
banquet and dance is sponsored annually by the area 
serviced. 

Some fire chiefs over the years have been T. R. 
Lamont, W. 1. Graham, W. 1. Bower, C. W. Cro, Jack 
Larway, James Robertson, C. Carels, Alister Ross 
and Mel Davis. 

End of Sun Cafe 1969 (rear). 

End of Sun Cafe 1969 (front). 



Two of the more serious fires taking place in 
Melita would probably have been more disastrous, 
but for the firewalls built by our wise forefathers. The 
Blackwell Block which burned in 1920, (the Arcade 
building and Fashion Centre today) was stopped on 
the south side by a fire wall. The fire on December 
25, 1969, which burned the Melita Hardware and the 
Sun Cafe to the ground, was contained on both sides 
by fire walls. These walls were removed before con
struction of the Robinson's Store. The third fire wall 
was also removed with the dismantling of the Metro
politan Hotel. 

The Electrical Era in Melita 
Before network electrical service came to Melita, 

the town owned its own distribution system which 
consisted of five and one half miles of wooden pole 
line. The electric power was purchased in bulk from 
the Melita Flour Mills Company and distributed to 
the townspeople. It is interesting to note that service 
was supplied only at night for lighting which indi
cates that cooking and heating were mainly by wood 
or coal. 

The original steam plant was installed in Decem
ber 1917 with steam being supplied from the mill 
boilers to a Goldie & McCulloch steam engine which 
drove a General Electric direct current generator with 
an output capacity of 38 kilowatts at 110 volts. 

During the year 1929, the Manitoba Power Com
mission constructed 20.8 miles of 8,000 volt (3-
phase 4-wire) line from Pipestone to Melita. Dis
tribution lines were rebuilt and totalled four and three 
tenth miles. In February 1930, the town of Melita was 
energized with power from the isolated diesel-elec
tric system supplied from Virden. In 1931, a 33,000 
volt 52 mile-long tie line was built from the hydro 
supply system at Forrest to Virden and on August 25, 
1931 the isolated diesel station operated at Virden 
became a standby plant. 

During those first two or three years of network 
power deliveries to Melita, in accordance with Man
itoba Power Commission's policy, the power was 
sold to the municipality, which in turn supplied and 
billed the individual customer. When the depression 
came, however, local people throughout the province 
began to feel the effects of bad financial times and the 
municipalities in turn had trouble making their pay
ments to Manitoba Power Commission. In 1933 pol
icies were changed, whereby new contracts were 
drawn up providing the municipalities with power for 
public service only, such as street lighting, and the 
power utility began to deal directly with the individ
ual customer. 

There are no readily available records to indicate 
how many farm extensions there were during these 
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earlier years of network service. But one can guess 
that because of hard times there weren't many. 
However, World War II brought about a shortage of 
hired farm help throughout the province. Farmers, 
finding it increasingly difficult to handle their work 
single-handedly finally petitioned Manitoba Power 
Commission requesting electricity. The Manitoba 
Electrification Enquiry Commission was subse
quently formed in 1942, to investigate the pos
sibilities. 

Immediately following the war in 1945 a planned 
program was put into action with a test project which 
prompted a full-scale effort during the next decade, 
to electrify southern rural Manitoba. It can be as
sumed that the majority of farms in the Melita area 
received extensions during this time. 

Formation of Manitoba Hydro - The Manitoba 
Government decided to unite the two provincial util
ities, the Manitoba Power Commission and the Man
itoba Hydro-Electric Board. The Manitoba Hydro 
Act was subsequently passed by legislature provid
ing for the amalgamation on April 1, 1961. This 
brought the organization of electrical utilities in the 
province to its present state: Manitoba Hydro respon
sible for the servicing of all Manitoba except for the 
inner area of Winnipeg, which is served by Winnipeg 
Hydro. 
Melita Statistics of Hydro rates from 1931-1981 

1931 Prior to Network Power 
March 1981 

Increase (Decrease) 
Number of Consumers 

Yearly *kWh Consumption 

Yearly kw.h per Consumer 

Average rate per kw.h 

*Kilowatthours 

176 
856 

4.9 times 

42.300 
21,548,126 

509.4 times 

240 
25,173 

104.9 times 

25¢ 
3.45¢ 

(86.2%) 

From 1929 through to about 1945, Melita and 
isolated farm areas were first served from the 
Pipestone District office. Note: Only the farms that 
were close to the Manitoba Hydro feeder lines were 
serviced by Hydro due to the cost of extending farm 
lines. 

Archie Grant was the first District Supervisor to 
serve the Melita, Napinka and isolated farm areas 
from Pipestone. 

By 1948, the new farm electrification was well 
under way in the Melita, Coulter, Napinka, Pierson, 



Lyleton, and Tilston areas, with a large number of 
farms connected to the Manitoba Hydro service. The 
Melita District Office was opened and Cecil Silvers 
was appointed as the District Supervisor. 

In 1950, Robert Austin was appointed as District 
Supervisor in the Melita area and he served until 
1962. 

Clifford Lockhart served as District Supervisor at 
Melita from 1962 to 1965. 

In 1965, Len Keyes was appointed District Super
visor and holds the position to the present day. 

With the merger of the Districts in the Melita and 
Waskada areas William Cameron was appointed As
sistant District Supervisor in the Melita district in 
1972. 

Wes Cameron served as District Supervisor at 
Pierson, Lyleton, Tilston, and Coulter area from 
1954 to his retirement in 1981. 

Melita Housing Authority 
respectfully submitted by Sandra M. Knight 

The first official meeting of the Melita Housing 
Authority was held on May 15, 1975. The members 
appointed at that time were: Gideon Moore - Chair
man; Maurice Foster - Vice Chairman; Larry 
Townsend Secretary; Larry Vanbeselaere Trea
surer. 

These members were responsible for the renting 
of the Authority'S eight brand new units and Thelma 
Foster was appointed Manageress at that time. 
Thelma continued in the capacity of Manageress 
until December 1978, when she decided to retire 
from her position. Donna Smith was appointed by 
the Board to replace her and served faithfully and 
well until July 1982, when she moved with her family 
to Virden, Man. Sandra Knight commenced these 
duties in August 1982. 

Members of the Board at the present time are: 
Chairman - Gideon Moore; Ed Hicks and Les 
Rawlinson, as Town representatives; Jean Sterling, 
appointed by the Government of Manitoba; Irene 
Kobs and Frank Bailey, Tenant Representatives. 

Melita Lodge 
This facility includes Rural Municipality of 

Arthur and Edward, the south half of Rural Muni
cipality of Albert, Town of Melita and Village of 
Napinka. 

Site is located at west end of Souris Street. After 
survey, 84 have signed provisional applications, 29 
of whom wish immediate entry. 

Annual operating cost $18,480. 
Successful contractors were Hoffman Con

struction Ltd. of Minnedosa with a bid of $226,305. 
Architects were Pratt, Lindgren and Co. of Win-
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nipeg. Melita Lodge was constructed under authority 
of Melita and Elderly Persons Housing Corporation. 

Melita Lodge 1967 
by Hertha Downey 

Official opening ceremonies of Melita Lodge 
took place June 17, 1968. Chairman of the Board, 
Councillor Delmar Loucks of Melita, extended a 
warm welcome to the visiting guests and the audience 
on this very special occasion. Mr. Loucks introduced 
the guests namely Doug Watt, M.L.A. Arthur; B. 
Hoffman of Hoffman Construction, builders; Ken 
Pratt, of Pratt, Lindgren and Associates, architects 
and B. Sutherland of the Department of Welfare, 
Brandon. 

Official opening of Melita Lodge 1968. 

Mr. 1. McRae, R.M. of Arthur gave a history of 
events leading up to this occasion. Plans for con
struction for this kind of residence were first in
stituted in the late fifties with W. Powne, first 
chairman of the committee. Other officers at that 
time were 1. Vickers, Secretary-Treasurer, Edward; 
Reeve Forster, Arthur; Reeve Sutcliffe, Albert; 
Reeve Wallace, Brenda; Reeve Phillipson, Edward; 
and Mayor Jones, Waskada; councillors were Lome 
Watt and Murray Green. Mr. McRae received the 
various plans and other details before the present 
home was decided upon. The building is not as large 
as the original survey considered, as warranted, but it 
was the best that could be procurred with the finances 
available. He paid tribute to the services of the Kins
men Club and the Women's Institute for the help 
given in surveys. The Kinsmen Club had purchased 
the property on which the Lodge is located. 

Mr. McRae noted that provision of the Lodge was 
only one aspect of senior accommodation. Provision 
for extended care with nursing facilities was also 
needed. It is a project now receiving attention for the 
immediate future. 

The Lodge represented fulfilment of an obliga
tion to the pioneers of the southwest. 

Doug Watt introduced the speaker of the after-



noon, Hon. Walter Wier, Premier of Mantioba. He 
also brought his personal good wishes to the commit
tee, and referred, to a worthy group of people who 
make it possible for the later generations to erect this 
residence for most deserving people. 

Premier Weir said "In a building of this nature, 
architects and contractors give a bit more of personal 
effort to achieve the degree of perfection which had a 
bearing on the lives of the residents. Their contribu
tion to this province is a challenge for the citizen 
body of today to use their ability in the effective way 
evidenced by the early settlers. They attained success 
and they gained independence." A vote of thanks 
was given by H. Patmore. 

Melita Lodge in winter. 

The prayer of dedication was given by Rev. R. 
Lowe of Lyleton United Church. Mrs. Bertha Snyder 
had the honor of cutting the ribbon, the oldest resi
dent of the Lodge. The gold keys were then presented 
by Mr. Hoffman to Mr. Pratt, who in tum presented 
them to Chairman Delmar Loucks. Father S. Jaw
orski gave the closing prayer and the singing of God 
Save the Queen concluded the program. 

In the course of the program, Delmar Loucks 
made a presentation to Dick Laing in appreciation of 
his untiring service during negotiations and in later 
months during construction. 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Nelson were engaged by 
the Board as the first caretakers of the Lodge. The 
Lodge is comprised of twenty-five single and five 
double self contained suites. There is a large kitchen, 
dining area, music room and a large lounge. The 
hostel type did not appear satisfactory. 

Those in attendance toured the facilities and later 
refreshments were served by the Women's Institute 
from Broornhill, Lyleton, Pierson, Elva, Tilston, 
Napinka and Melita. 

First Committee set up by Council to organize 
and plan for the Lodge were: 

1. McRae, A. E. Andres, R.M. of Arthur 
O. Pelletier, E Phillipson, R.M. of Edward 
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Aerial view of Melita Lodge. 

H. Patmore, B. Sutcliffe, R.M. of Albert 
W. Russell, D. Loucks, Town of Melita 
M. Green, C. Graham, Village of Napinka 
R. Laing, Secretary-Treasurer, R.M. of Arthur. 
First Municipal members: 1. W. McRae, A. E. 

Andrews, E Phillipson, 0. Pellitier, H. Patmore, 1. 
Williamson, D. Loucks, N. McKenzie, M. Green, 
Y. Pue. 

Citizen members (All Directors): D. Davis, 
Napinka, M. Forsyth, R.M. of Albert, G. McMurray 
of Edward, M. E. Downey of Arthur, W. E. Russell, 
Melita. 

Service Club members, Directors: Mrs. O. E. 
Halls, Tilston W.I., D. McDermit, Lions' Club Pier
son, W. A. Leverington, Kinsmen Club of Melita. 

Melita and Arthur Municipality R.C.M.P. 
On July 8,1874, the entire North-West Mounted 

Police Force of six troops struck westward from the 
settlement of Dufferin on the Red Deer, the headquar
ters of the Boundary Commission. On July 12, the 
men stopped at Pembina Mountain Depot, a Bound
ary Commission Depot, for the night. The land in the 
area was described as good and well timbered in the 
vicinity of the mountain. On July 13, the Force set 
out again on its way to establish the first outposts of 
law and order in the North-West Territories. 

In 1885 a patrol consisting of one officer, one Non 
Commissioned Officer and 24 constables went to 
southern Manitoba to prevent horse stealing. This 
district stretched along the frontier from the eastern 
boundary of the municipality of Louise to the western 
boundary of the province. A request for this protec
tion had been made by the Attorney General of Win
nipeg, on behalf of the settlers. In sanctioning this 
request the Minister in control of the Force stated that 
the Police would only be in the province "for the 
present and until a local force is formed". He re
minded the Attorney General "that it was not the 



duty of the Mounted Police to enforce the laws in 
Manitoba". Inspector Sanders, who was in charge of 
this patrol, left Regina on July 28, 1885. He dis
tributed his men at Manitou, Clearwater, Wakopa, 
Deloraine and Sourisford. This force returned to 
Regina on November 18,1885, and Sanders reported 
not one case of horse stealing in his district during the 
summer. 

At Sourisford they issued "Let Passes" and 
watched trails leading from Bottineau. At all these 
points one man was at the detachment to issue "Let 
Passes" while the other was on patroL 

From 1895 to 1915 we did not have any detach
ments in southern Manitoba, however, from 1903 
some permanent detachments were located in North
ern Manitoba. 

In 1904, King Edward VII officially recognized 
the North-West Mounted Police when he granted it 
the prefix Royal and they became the Royal North
West Mounted Police. 

In 1916 a boundary patrol was again established 
in southern Manitoba when Inspector S. T. Wood, 
with 32 N. C. 0. 's and Constables left Regina in May, 
1916, and opened eighteen detachments. Headquar
ters was at Emerson, and Boissevain was a subdistrict 
headquarters. On September 30, 1916, our records 
show we had detachments at Goodlands, Lyleton and 
Waskada. 

These detachments were still in existence in 1917, 
however, on April 6, 1918, all ranks of the Royal 
North West Mounted Police were allowed to volun
teer for overseas service, Eighty-seven detachments 
in western Canada were closed including all of those 
in southern Manitoba. 

Following World War I, the Government decided 
that the Royal North West Mounted Police would be 
the sole Federal Force in all of western Canada, and 
detachments were reopened in many areas. 

From 1919 until the take-over of the Manitoba 
Provincial Police in 1932 we had only a few detach
ments in Manitoba and those dealt strictly with 
federal work. 

The force became the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police in 1920 when it merged with the Dominion 
Police and took over the federal law enforcement. 

In 1932 the R.C.M.P. agreed to enforce Provin
cial Law in Manitoba. 

The Melita Detachment was opened April 9, 
1932, by Constable W. M. Bannerman, Regimental 
Number 11465, and quarters were rented from Mr. A. 
E. Brad of Isabella, Manitoba for $15 per month. It 
consisted of a two storey house with six rooms (20 
Bruce St.). This house had apparently been used by 
the Manitoba Provincial Police previously. The Man
itoba Provincial Police were absorbed by the Force 
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on April 1, 1932. The M.P.P. maintained a detach
ment at Melita, but we are not sure for how many 
years. 

On October 15,1934, the detachment moved to a 
ten roomed frame building (179 Souris St.) situated 
on Lots 18-20, Plan 6, Block 9 owned by Mr. G. H. 
Mann of Portage la Prairie. This building continued 
to be used until June 1, 1945, when another building 
more suitable was obtained at $35 per month from 
Mr. William Groves Powne. The building was lo
cated on Souris Street. The next move for the detach
ment took place in 1950 when a house was rented at 
the comer of Boundary and Bruce Streets from Mrs. 
Euphemia Fletcher for $50 per month. A Town Sta
tion was located on Main Street. In 1953 the detach
ment office was located on the 39 Government Road 
Allowance and was owned by Mrs. Lamont. By 1958 
discussions were underway towards building a stand
ard type detachment building. Tenders were called in 
February, 1959 and a contract was awarded to the 
Harper Construction Company of Winnipeg. The 
cost of the new building was $35,895. This building 
on Government Road Allowance was occupied De
cember 1, 1959 and provided accommodations for 
both rural and municipal details. Renovations were 
carried out in 1969 and a new roof was erected in 
1981. 

1932-1942 Cst. W. M. Ban-
nennan 

1941 Cst. J. H. Turner 
1942 Cst. W. B. Keown 
1943-1945 Cst. H. M. Nicol 
1947-1948 Cst. F. E. L. Player 
1947-1950 Cst. G. M. Wood-

bury 
Town Police 

1949-1951 Cst. W. A. Thor-
stad 

1951-1952 Cst. W. A. Dwyer 
Town Police 

1952-1953 Cst. K. B. Mac-
Rrrlane 

1953-1954 Cst. 1. T. Bullen 
Town Police 

1954-1956 CpI. K. B. Mac-
Rrrlane 

1956 Cst. K. R. Ohly 
Town Police 

1957 Cst. D. R. Henzie 
1957-1958 Cst. R. H. 

Wheadon 
Town Police 

1958-1962 Cpl. 1. M. Mc-
Cuish 

1959-1962 Cst. A. Bischoff 
1963-1967 CpL 1. P. R. Beau-

dette 
1963-1967 Cst. H. B. R. 

McLauchlan 
1968-1970 Cpl. H. A. Fink: 



1968 Cst. L. C. Camp· 
bell 
Municipal 

1969-1971 Cst. F. G. Chappel 
Municipal 

1971-1973 Cpl. H. D. Os-
borne 

1971 Cst. L. W. 1. Os· 
borne 

1972 Cst. R. B. 
McDonald 

1972 Cst. D. B. Dwyer 
1973-1977 Cpl. N. F. Wilkie 
1973 Cst. 1. E. Judd 
1974-1975 CpI. D. R. Baird 
1974 Cst. 1. G. Williams 
1975 Cst. S. B. Calder 
1976 Cpl. R. C. Scofield 
1976-1978 Cst. 1. G. Froome 
1976 Cst. C. A. R. Fer-

gusson 
1977-1978 Cpl. L. P. Ewert 
1977 Cst. 1. A. Y. Mar· 

tel 
1977-1979 Cst. 1. Symonds 
1978-1981 Cst. K. Baldwin 
1978- Cpl. 1. D. Martin 
1979- Cst. C. Clairmont 
1981- Cst. W. Latimer 

Rest Room 
In May 1919, a rest room finally became a reality 

in the Blackwell Block over the Red Cross rooms. 
This was a project of the Community Club and was 
open daily. 

In 1922 the rest room was under the auspices of 
the Women's Institute and the United Farm Women 
and was installed in the Bar Room of the Metro
politan Hotel. 

Through the years money was received from the 
town council of Melita, Arthur Municipality, all 
school districts, Robert Bums Society, T. Eaton Co. 
and individuals, to support this room. In 1928 the 
Union Bank building, east comer of Main and Front 
Streets, was purchased for the rest room by Arthur 
Municipality and Melita for $2,500, Melita paying 
one third of the cost. A committee was to oversee this 
facility. The committee consisted of Mrs. Leslie, 
Mrs. McConnell, Mrs. Thomas Hamilton and Mrs. 
N. House together with Reeve Allan and Mayor 
Schnell. The suite on the upper floor was rented and 
the lessee was to assume duties of caretaking the rest 
room. A few of the people who took up this obliga
tion were Mrs. John Davison, Mrs. Evelyn Phair, 
Mrs. Ada Fletcher, Mrs. Jim Clubb and Mrs. Daisy 
Williams. Their task was not a light one, operating a 
public rest room with lack of running water and 
sewage, cleaning of the many windows, in winter, 
carrying coal and ashes and keeping the sidewalks 
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free of snow. This premises also included a library 
with books supplied by the Women's Institute. 

In 1959 the rest room was moved across the street 
to the comer block and remained there until May 31, 
1982, closing when the building changed ownership. 

Melita Telephone History 
submitted by Eileen Shaw 

Melita and Arthur municipal councils purchased 
property to build a central exchange June 1, 1905, 
which is located west of the present building, and was 
named Melita-Arthur Telephone Company. 

The first sod was turned June 9, 1905, and work 
progressed rapidly. By July 20th, sixty some orders 
were placed for telephones. 

The Melita exchange opened August 7, 1905, 
Mrs. Leigh W. Hunt was first Chief Operator, her 
wages were $12 a month. The Company had thirty
five subscribers, "the men hope to extend the service 
to Lyleton, Cameron, Coulter, Elva and Pierson by 
fall." Delay for several days slowed their progress 
owing to the slow arrival of poles. Cameron and 
Coulter were connected to the exchange October 
19th. 

Messers Patterson and Ashley of the Bell Tele
phone Company met with Melita-Arthur manage
ment to discuss connecting the long distance service 
to the local exchange, which was put to a vote, and 
accepted. 

In the spring of 1906 a long distance line to the 
International Boundary was connected, giving a di
rect line to St. Paul Minneapolis through North Da
kota and Western States. This gave one long distance 
line to the exchange. 

First telephone office. 



In 1907 authorities felt it necessary to establish 
long distance lines covering Manitoba. 

Manitoba Government took over the Company 
January 15, 1908, and it was called Manitoba Gov
ernment Telephones until 1921, when the name was 
changed to Manitoba Telephone System (M.T.S.) 
which is the present company's name. 

Mrs. Jessie Hoover (Lewis) served as Chief Op
erator for several years until 1920, followed by 
Mrs. Winnifred Scott (Armstrong) until 1928. Miss 
Vera Brimacombe of McAuley office took over the 
Chief Operator duties in 1928 until her retirement in 
1956, serving 41 years for the Manitoba Telephone 
System. Duties were then assumed by Mrs. Eileen 
Shaw (Barker) until the closing of the office for 
Direct Distance Dialing (D.D.D.) August 19, 1976, 
completing 30 years of service. 

The system progressed rapidly until the thirties 
when rates were slashed several times. By 1935 a 
telephone and 30 calls cost $1.00 a month with each 
additional call costing 2¢. Depression proved the 
telephone was a necessity, one call might save a life 
or provide a job. By 1939 telephone service grew, 
revenues increased and wages rose. 

During the war years skilled men and material 
were scarce. Sixty-five telephones were installed by 
Districtman 1. D. Larway assisted by Cecil Parham in 
1944. 

A cyclone swept through the district six miles 
west of town June 23, 1945, a half mile of poles was 
broken off and carried across the road into a field. 
Over one hundred poles were blown down in the 
district, cutting off service to the subscribers. 

On October 5, 1946, a snow storm played havoc 
with the lines. Out of 32 rural lines only two were 
working and not one long distance line out of ten was 
in operation. In December a sleet storm put all the 
long distance lines out for another two days. 

Lyleton Exchange was the first rural area to re
ceive dial telephones, converting to Melita in 1948. 

Due to increasing demand for telephones, the 
system decided to convert to the dial system. This 
meant building an office to house the equipment. The 
new office opened July 11, 1951, serving Lyleton, 
Medora-Napinka, Pierson, Tilston, Goodlands and 
Waskada, with approximately 1300 subscribers. 
Lines were maintained by four men under District
man 1. D. Larway, and seven switchboard operators 
under the supervision of Miss Vera Brimcombe. 

The Microwave tower east of Melita was erected 
in the 60's. Underground cables from Melita to the 
tower were completed in 1968. The E.A.S. trunks 
were completed in 1970, which enabled the custom
ers to dial each other directly without operator as
sistance. 
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The strike by system traffic operators June 15, 
1974, was an experience few will forget. Supervisory 
staff were called upon to try and maintain service 
during the first operator strike. The backbone of the 
service was the Chief Operator, who had to train 
engineers in a short period to do the job and she 
recals the first two days being "HECTIC". 

On June 26th, following a twelve day strike, 
negotiating teams for the system and LB .E. W. 
reached an agreement and Operators happily re
sumed their duties. 

The flood in April 1976 limited toll service in the 
Melita area (the result of damage to the cable be
tween Melita central office and the microwave tower 
causing the loss of all long distance lines). Repair 
crews worked long hours laying new cable along 
Highway No.3 to restore service to the area. The 
pedestal cables serving Melita were under eight feet 
of water. 

Over the years there were many employees, too 
numerous to mention. Changes were many in the 71 
years, good times as well as sad, but all added up to 
an experience that will not be forgotten. At the time 
of closing August 19,1976, there were twelve opera
tors who reluctantly ended their careers. 

We must mention our faithful men maintaining 
the lines regardless of weather. Following the retire
ment of Mr. Jack Pink, 1. D. Larway joined the 
M.T.S. in 1929, served as Districtman until retiring 
in 1962. He was followed by Ralph Bryson and upon 
his transfer to Brandon office in 1971, the duties were 
assumed by Kal Pedrick until his untimely death in 
August 1975. Duties were then assumed by Jim How
gate. The present employees are - John 
Zaharychuk, Bob Melannet Jr., Terry Storey, Jim 
Howgate, and Bryon Stonehouse. 

Vera Brimacombe (C.O.) and Mr. J. D. Larway, Districtman 
1956. 



Telephone staff 1917. L. -R: Irene Siddell, Ethel Sheffer, Jesse 
Lewis (C.O.) and Win Armstrong. 

Telephone staff 1920's. Mr. Jack Pink, Districtman. R-L.: 
Bertha Barker, Sadie Lodwick, Bella Coates, Win Armstrong, 
Laura Coates. 
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Vera Brimacombe's retirement 1956. L.-R.: Donna Freeman, 
Willa Delle Dobbyn, Margaret Critchlow, Bev Dunn, Eileen 
Barbour, Marilyn Davis, Mil Lindsay, Eleanor Vincent, Marlene 
McMillan, (seated in front) Vera Brimacombe. 

Telephone staff at closing, August 19, 1976. L.-R, Back Row: 
Margaret Tilbury, Jane Carr, Shirley Hicks. 2nd Row: Marlene 
Harmon, Margaret Champion, Louise Mann, Mil Feader. 
Kneeling Barb Oliver, Trudy Dickson, Bonnie McCallum, 
Donna Freeman. Centre: Eileen Shaw (C.O.). 



Going to the Fair? 

Fair 
MELITA 

July 5-6-7. 1911 

Prize winners in Clarence Junk's garden; daughter Lorraine 
assisting. 

"Monday morning blues" - Isabelle Ashcroft. 
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Saturday is bath time says Johanne Ashcroft. 

58th Wedding Anniversary spent fishing by Mr. and Mrs. Dick 
Jones. 

"Modeling is my aim" - Lorna Hemeryck. 



Schools 
Arthur School District No. 494 
submitted by Mrs. Keith Millar 

Arthur School was originally called "Waskada" 
and was situated on N.W. 15-1-26 WPM about ten 
miles southwest of the present town ofWaskada. This 
school was built in 1895 by John Johnson. 

At the time the school district, now called 
Waskada, was called "Moira". In 1910 Moira district 
succeeded in persuading Waskada District to let them 
adopt the name of "Waskada", and the now former 
Waskada district chose the name of "Arthur" . 

The first white settlers in the Arthur area moved 
in, in the 1880's. The families of John and James 
Smart, the Attridges, and 10hnsons arrived in the 
early 1880's. The Ramseys and Stranges arrived in 
the early 1890's. Some of those who followed soon 
after were the Hoopers, Cassins, McMillans, Hains
worths and later many others. 

The old timers were great neighbors, and told 
stories and played jokes on one another. They were 
pretty good "poets", but there seems to be no evi
dence that this poetry was ever published. They 
wrote rhymes, chiefly about each other, and the re
sults were delightfully humorous. 

The winters were always severe, with heavy 
snows, bitter colds, and often inadequate clothing. 
The sod houses and bams would sometimes be com
pletely covered with snow. After a snow storm, there 
was always the possibility that a traveller and oxen 
could travel right over the top of your house. Some
times the settlers inside did not realize what time it 
was because of the darkness, and did not shovel their 
way out until long after sunrise. These hardy settlers 
did not remain complete "shut-ins" for very long 
after each blizzard. The nearest town was many miles 
away, and once in a while supplies had to be re
plenished. Further more, the settlers of Arthur Dis
trict were not of the type to be satisfied with a life of 
complete seclusion. Sometimes they would drive 
many miles with team and sleigh for a little social life 
in the nearest town, and some returned more than 
slightly inebriated. At those times their mode of 
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travel had one big advantage over that of today; the 
horse knew the way home. 

Life of course was not all fun, blizzards were 
always a danger. One gentlemen of the Waskada area 
started for his own bam in a blizzard, became lost, 
walked all night, and finally in the morning arrived at 
a neighbor's place eight miles away. Without his 
hardiness and determination, he would not have been 
still walking by morning. Even without a blizzard, it 
was easy to become lost on a dark cloudy night. On 
clear nights, travellers could tell their direction by the 
stars, and on clear days they told both directions and 
time by the sun. 

In this area Indians were no problem, although 
older settled areas were in a state of unease during the 
Riel Rebellion. One oldtimer told of viewing an 
Indian battle at the Souris River, near Sourisford. 
Some buffalo skeltons were seen in the Arthur area 
when the early settlers arrived. Indians rings, and 
burial grounds are still to be seen along the hills of the 
Souris River Valley. Indian arrowheads and stone 
hammers are picked up in this area even to-day. 

The soil of the Arthur District proved relatively 
fertile, and rewarded the early farmers for their back
breaking toil in breaking the land, picking and mov
ing stones. The district has progressed with the 
times, though in the "dirty thirties", the farmers 
suffered extreme hardships from drought. 

In 1958 the Arthur school district consolidated 
with Waskada along with four other neighboring 
districts to form Waskada Consolidated School Dis
trict No. 492. A new school was built in Waskada, at 
this time the most modem rural school to be built in 
Manitoba to that date. A modem van service picks up 
the students of the old Arthur district and transports 
them to this larger school where they can obtain a 
high school education as well as elementary. Having 
served its purpose the little old one room school of 
Arthur was moved from the premises - an outdated 
relic of a past era. 

The developments that have come to the district 
over the past 50 years are unbelievable; good homes 



with electricity and plumbing, good roads, better 
educational opportunities, and other services. If he 
could return now, the old pioneer would not believe 
his eyes. 

This history was copied from the Waskada 
Memoirs 1867-1967 compiled by Waskada Women's 
Institute. 

Arthur School 
submitted by Mrs. Keith Millar 

The school was used for many social functions. 
When I was going to school, Christmas concerts 
were held in the afternoons for years. They were then 
changed to evening concerts, ending the night with a 
dance, which had very good attendance and good 
times. There were also other dances held regularly, 
dancing till 4 a.m. We also had Valentine parties and 
school board meetings. 

Arthur School. 

The teachers really worked hard getting up their 
Christmas concerts. Some of the costumes were 
made of crepe paper and some of dyed materials. 
They used old mop head, dyed them the color re
quired and used them as hair. The mothers who 
boarded the teachers helped the teacher out by sew
ing. There was nothing like the Christmas concerts in 
those days. Children were often in nearly every item, 
practising for six weeks before. They had some good 
concerts. 

Teachers: 1887-1957 
1887-1894 unknown 
1895 1. H. Livingstone 
1895-1896 Jennie Perrin 
1897 Bertha McDonald 
1898-1901 Fred W. Andrew 
1902-1904 unknown 
1905 Arthur Bell 
1905-1906 Ruby G. Little 
1907 Lana A. Manz 

R. Bruce Kilbourne 
Gertrude M. Frith 

1908-J909Jarnes C. Lawson 
1909 Gertrude M. Frith 

1910 Florence M. Shannan 
1911 Bessie Branscombe 

Myrtle A. Jennings 
1912 Jessie D. Andrews 
19J3-1914Mary E. Johnston 
1915 Cannen S. Fox 
1916-1917 D. Marie 

E. Branscombe 
1918 Irene Scurfield 
1919 Ada Claire Morrow 
1920 Jennie Vandusen 
1921 Kathleen Chopman 
1922 Emily S. Colquhoun 
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1923-1925 Fred R. Steele 
1926 Olive M. Powne 
1927 Gertrude Irene Gilson 
1928 Gladys M. Jackson 
1929 Lillian Hoover 
1930·1932 Ellen M. McCuaig 

(Loree) 
1933 Violet R. Blaker 
1934 E. M. Stevenson 
1935 Dorothy M. McKenzie 
1936 Dorothy Sarah 

Wilkinson 
1937 Marjorie Hawkins 
1938 Ella F. Eliasson 

(Ramsay) 
1939·1940 Ella Flagg Ramsay 

(nee Eliasson) 
1941 Betty Birchall 
1942 Ella F. Ramsay 

1943 Doris A. Kielhorn 
(Smith) 

1944 Roberta Jean Murray 
(Gibbs) 

1945 Barbara E. McLean 
1946 Annie C. Pyziak 
1947·1948 Martha Freichel 
1949 John G. Ryback 
1950 Mrs. Thomas 

Mr. Rankin 
Lorraine Alford 

1951 school closed 
1952 Joan Plumtre 
1953 Sarah Riemer 
1954 Margaret Sayer 
1955 Baldur Johannson 
1956 Baldur Johannson 
1957 Elsie Makarchuk 

Bede School District No. 1683 
submitted by Marrie Minnis 

The first meeting in regards to building the Bede 
School was held July 14, 1913. The trustees for the 
building committee were P. L. Vankleek (Chairman), 
William Fenske, William Wilkinson, S. B. Slack and 
P. Wetteraur. 

Bede School. 

The purchase of the property was made from Mr. 
Vankleek for $100 and a 32' x 32' brick veneer 
building was erected and furnished for approx
imately $3500, borrowed at 8%. Mr. R. N. Wyatt 
was the contractor. Alf Pue, the first secretary trea
surer was elected at the November 14, 1913 meeting. 

Bede School opened in the spring of 1914, and 
was one of the nicer country schools at that time. 
Miss Jean Dunbar was the first teacher, receiving a 
salary of $700 and teaching nearly forty pupils. 

Some trustees serving through the years were 
Fred Kruger, Harry Fenske, H. Gannon, Bev Robin
son, Charles Carr, C. Lenz, V. Leusing, Mrs. H. 
Fenske, W. Flannery and Doug Wilkinson. George 
Rollins was the Secretary Treasurer for 14 years. 



Bede School 1923. L.-R., Back Row: Mrs. Livesley, Russell Fenske, Gladys Staples (teacher), Louise Fenske. 3rd Row: Cecil 
Fenske, Min Kruger, May Livesley, Marrie Minnis. Behind: Flossie Fenske, Clara Rogers, Gordon Pue. 2nd Row: Reg Livesley, 
Alma Cole, Lloyd Livesley, Luella Livesley, Harold Rogers, Walton Pue, Earl Cole, Victor Cole. Front Row: Lillian Minnis, Hazel 
Fenske, Eleanor Kruger, Gladys Pue, Grace Fenske. 

The school house was to become the meeting 
place of the community. It was where concerts, fowl 
suppers, political meetings, card games, and for 
years dances were held. The district was fortunate to 
have so many violin players and with the help of a 
few outsiders many a long winter night was spent 
dancing. The school closed in 1965. 

Teachers: 1914-1964 
1914-1915Jean P. Dunbar 
1916 Miss Rhea Forder 
1917 Hilbert Gilmore 
1918 Miss Meada Wright 
1919 Miss Thora Sigurdson 
1920 Miss Emma Bambridge 

(Breakey) 
1921 Miss Catherine Frazer 
1922 Miss Muriel Bullock 
1923 Miss Gladys Staples 
1924-1925 Eva Wight 
1926-1930 Miss Irene Baskier 
1931 Miss Mabel Clement 
1932-1933 Miss Ada McMunn 
1934-1936 Miss Margaret 

Anderson 
1937 Mrs. Nancy Little 
1938-1939 Miss Helen Shier 
1940 Mrs. G. Peterson 
1941 Miss Ruby Cook 
1942 Miss Francis Johnson 

1943 Miss Gertrude Mason 
(Spence) 

1944 Miss Freda Vigar 
1945 Miss Gertrude Mason 

(Spence) 
1946 Norman Taylor 
1947 Miss Lorraine Dagg 
1948 Miss Joyce Mason 

(Brotherstone) 
1949-1950 Miss Ruth Talman 
1951 Joe Shygol 
1952-1953Allyne Adis 
1954 Donelda Cook 
1955 Donald James Bruault 
1956 Miss Evelyn Robinson 

(Roblin) 
1957 Miss Vera Halls 
1958-1959 Mrs. Verna Olenuk 
1960-1962Mrs. Elsie Maude 

Maxwell 
(nee Slater) 

1963-1964 Mrs. Hazel Lamport 

Belfry School District No. 626 
submitted by Mrs. Gertie (Harry) Mason 

This frame structure was built in 1891 on the 

229 

property of the late Warren Belfry, S.W. 12-4-28, 
thus the school got its name Belfry. 

Belfry School. 

In the year 1896, it was moved to its present 
location, S.W. 5-4-27 on the property now owned by 
Mrs. Irene Mason. It served its purpose until the term 
ending 1963 and is only but a landmark exposed to 
the weather. If only those walls could talk, they could 
tell of school concerts, picnics, card parties and 
dances, with coal oil lamps supplying the light and an 
old potbellied stove for heat. 



Teachers: 1891-1963 1925 Winona Howell 
1891 Unknown 1926-1927 Vera Mason (Heslop) 
1892 John H. Livingstone 1928 0. E. Lennon (Wilson) 
1893-1894 Arthur B. Jamieson 1929-1931 Gertrude Dobbyn 
1895 Ethel B. WIlite (WIletter) 
1896 John Heron 1932 C. 1. James 
1897 Andrew Slater 1933-19341. Thrnbull 
1898 K. McKinlay 1935-1936 Marian Shand 
1899 Aggie Atkinson (Williams) 

(McKague) 1937 -1938 Olive House 
1900 Maggie A. Blain 1939 Ruby Fletcher 
1901 Emma G. Flaws (Reddaway) 
1901 Jessie 1. Purtney 1940-1944 School Closed 
1902 Mr. McLeod 1945 Eva Roblin (Heath) 
1903-1904 Unknown 1946 Bertha Wood (Lewis) 
1905-1906Mr. D. L. McLeod 1947 Mrs. Mary Best 
1906 Caroline E. Short 1948 Melba Dobbyn 
1907 Maggie Hope (Sinclair) 
1908 Clara Carson 1949 Evelyn Munro (Dell) 

Mary A. Rodgers 1950 Unknown 
1909-1911 Emma M. Fizzell 1951 Irene Cooper 
1912 Jessie R. Phoenix 1952 Unknown 
1913 Bessie Forrest 1953 Grace lohnson (Roblin) 
1914-1917 Nellie Archibald 1954 Dorothy Robinson 

(Searcy) (Martin) 
1918 Margaret E. Gee 1955-1956 Doreen Spicer - Sage 
1919 Miss B. M. Johnston 1957 Mrs. Sarah Baker 

(Brown) 1958 Doreen Coates 
1920 Miss M. Kenner (Reimer) 

(Hannah) 1959 Mrs. Grace Roblin 
1921 N. Archibald 1960 Elizabeth Anderson 
1922 Emily Horsley (Pederson) 

(Armstrong) 1961 Evelyn Stamper 
1923 T. D. Strong (Nutta!) 

(Steedsman) 1962 Hazel McClintock 
1924 Olive Wells (Andrews) 

Brown's School District No. 625 
submitted by Russell Anderson 

Brown's School District was established in 1891 
and was comprised of sections 14 to 36 in township 4, 
range 27. It was located on one acre on NE 22-4-27 
donated by Henry Brown who homesteaded the 
north half of section 22. 

The community was growing rapidly with new 
settlers from the east and a school was needed. It was 
decided at a ratepayers' meeting of March 13, 1891 
that debentures for $600 be sold for the purpose of 
building a frame school house to be known as 
Brown's School. The contract was let to Mr. S. A. 
Nesbit and William Forsythe for the sum of $117. The 
contract for material and lumber was given to Camp
bell and Ferguson for $355. 

The first trustees were Richard Cole, William 
Forsythe and W. J. Brown who acted as Secretary 
Treasurer as well. 

The first teacher was Miss Jamieson, who had 
previously held school in her home on section 
36-4-27 and who later moved to British Columbia 
and obtained her B.A. degree. Her salary was $35 
per month. 

Trustees over the years were: 
Charles Bacon 
Andrew Grierson 
William Baumgarten 
William Harmon 

James Coates 
George M. Anderson 
James Wyatt 
John Coates 
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Allan Murray 
N. Wyatt 
James Polworth 
Charlie Forsythe 
James Anderson 
Charlie Brown 
John Lamport 
Doug Wren 
Russell Anderson 

William Griffith 
Angus Forsythe 
Thomas Hamilton 
William Mason 
William Paxton 
George Fraser 
Roy Lamport 
Dale Smith 

The school was the centre of all community af
fairs with church on Sundays. Christmas concerts 
were held by the pupils and the school year wind-up 
in June, topped off with a picnic on the grounds or at 
one of the fine farmsteads in the community the 
Masons - Frasers Parkers - Forsythes, etc. 

With many improvements in the standard of liv
ing brought about by hydroelectric in the late 1940's, 
it was felt that the old school had served its day and 
that a new one was needed. In 1950, a vote was taken 
and passed, authorizing the school board to sell de
bentures for the sum of $10,000 to build a new 
school. The contract was let to Mr. Jim Anderson and 
George Andries. The new school was built in 1950 
with living quarters in the basement for the teacher 
and inside wash rooms. An extra one acre ofland was 
donated by Mr. Tom Watson who lived on section 
22-4-27 at this time, to make a two acre school yard. 

The old school was sold by tender to Mr. and 
Mrs. Roy Davis and moved to Melita and is now 
owned by Mr. Alex Arnold. Mrs. Arnold being the 
former Mrs. Roy Davis (better known as Jen) passed 
away April 1981. 

Some time after the school closed in 1961, the 
newer building was purchased by Doug Brown and 
removed from the site to be used as a machine shop. 

During the early 1940's the ladies of the district 

Browns School. L.-R., Back Row: Helen Anderson, Clarence 
Fraser, Jim Morris, Leita Wyatt, Jim Polworth, Annie Polworth, 
Garnet Grierson. Front Row: Harry Bacon, Bob Morris, Grace 
Bacon, Lila Bacon, Maggie Lawson, unknown, Chrissie 
Munro, Tom Wyatt. 



fonned a club known as the Brown's Willing Work
ers, meeting monthly. Each member taking her tum 
as hostess for a meeting. The purpose of the club was 
for the bettennent of the community and any worth
while cause such as the 1940-44 war effort, raising 
funds for the new hospital in Melita and many other 
worthwhile causes. 

Teachers: 1891-1958 
1891-1892 Annie B. Jamieson 
1893 Mr. D. D. McQueen 
1894 1. A. Graham 
1895 C. A. Wright 
1895-1896 Susie H. Beattie 
1897 Bessie Archibald 
1898 Vina C. Dobbyn 

(Porteous) 
1899 K. Stirke 
1899-1900 E fauline Smith 

(Ferguson) 
1901 Ralph B. Bell 
1902 E fauline Smith 

(Ferguson) 
1903 Unknown 
1904 Unknown 
1905 Jennie E. Cobb 
1906 Maggie Hope 
1907 Clarence C. Enerson 
1908 Nellie A. Thompson 

(Elliott) 
1909-19 10 Helen M. Anderson 

(Harmon) 
1911 Bertha Wyatt (Brown) 
1912 Laura Laughlin 
1913 Agnes S. Forsythe 

(Erickson) 
1914 Jessie Phoenix 
1915 Violet Norgrove 
1916 Myrtle Christie 
1917 -1918 Marion Morton 
1919-1920 Edna Innis (Topping) 

1921-1922 Greta Harvey 
1923 Anna Smith (Couling) 
1924 Margaret Holden 
1925-1926 Florence Blair 

(Hambley) 
1927 -1929 Winnifred Greaves 
1930 Dorothy Winstone 
1931-1933 Sadie Fairlie 
1934 Mary Anderson 

(Stacey) 
1935-1937 Winnifred Coates 

(Peterson) 
1938-19391anet Wilson (Coleman) 
1940 Mrs. Gertrude McNish 
1941 Marguerite McNabb 
1942 Thelma Doris Chandler 
1943-1944 Irene Beryl Murray 

(Fredrickson) 
1945-1947 Noreen Robinson 

(Junson) 
1948 Dorothy Margaret Mills 
1949 Melba Joyce Greenley 

(Judd) 
1950 Mrs. Fay A. Watson 
1951 Eleanor Alison 
1952 Shirley Trenouth 

(Akert) 
1953 Gerald Argue 
1954 Hazel Brown 
1955 Ida Myrtle Brown 
1956 Nancy Cunningham 
1957 Evelyn Basiuk 
1958 Mrs. Grace Roblin 

Submitted by Marrie 
Minnis 

Brown's School District - 50th 
Anniversary 
submitted by Jane Forsyth 

For a community established in the late years of 
the last century, it is the natural course of events that 
the 1940's should provide the opportunity for a num
ber of half century anniversaries. 

One of the latest entries in this list of observances 
is the Brown S.D. where the 50th Anniversary of its 
founding was the main source of interest at the annual 
picnic held on June 16, 1942. Though a few weeks 
have passed since the celebration, it is nevertheless 
very interesting to review some of the highlights in 
the history of the district as provided by local resi
dents and fonner citizens of the community. Some of 
these details have just been placed in the hands of the 
editor. 

On the day of the picnic, supper was served on the 
lawn at the home of Mr. and Mrs. W. 1. Mason, after 
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which a short sketch of the early history was read by 
Miss Jane Forsyth. Miss Pearl Brown read a number 
of greetings in the fonn of telegrams and letters from 
former teachers including a telegram from Mr. 
George Hunter of Winnipeg who was inspector of the 
school for over 25 years. Mr. A. Grierson was Secre
tary Treasurer during that period. 

Greetings were also extended by several fonner 
residents including Mr. Bruce Forsyth of Carlyle, 
Saskatchewan, Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Brown of Al
vinston, Ontario, Mrs. Mabel Fleming of Banff, 
Alberta, Mr. and Mrs. C. E Baumgarten of Dask
wood, Ontario. A point of special interest was a letter 
from Miss A. B. Jamieson B.A. of Vancouver, who 
was engaged as the first teacher of the school. A letter 
was also received from Mrs. E. Ferguson (nee 
Pauline Smith) who taught the school in the 1900's. 
Mr. R. 1. Dobbyn, one of the real pioneers present at 
the picnic, spoke briefly on the early life of the 
community. Mrs. Helen Harmon, who at one time 
taught at Brown's, read a complete list of all fonner 
teachers, some 35 in number. An interesting resume 
of the founding of the district and the birth of the 
school district was given in a letter from Mr. W. 1. 
Brown of Hatzie, British Columbia. 

The letter is not repeated because all of that infor
mation is included in the Brown's School history. 

Browns Ladies Aid 1926. L.-R., Back Row: Mrs. Lamport, Mrs. 
Luczka, Mildred Baumgarten, Mrs. Hamilton, Mrs. 
Baumgarten, Mrs. Wood, Mrs. E. J. Smith, Mrs. Buck with 
Dorothy and Mrs. Frank Elliott. Front Row: Hattie Paxton, 
Edith Paxton, Vera Lamport, Lizzie Murray, Helen Harmon 
with Doug Murray, Isabelle Woods, Jen Forsyth (kneeling) 
Beryl Murray. 

Chesterfield School District No. 408 
submitted by Bertha Cocquyt 

According to records in my possession, the first 
school board was fonned December 15, 1885 with 
Septimus Pope, John Newbury and David Annour as 
trustees; Joseph Whitley and Richard Nixon as audi
tors and Septimus Pope as Secretary-Treasurer. 



A meeting of the ratepayers was held in the dis
trict January 19, 1886 to consider the advisability of 
borrowing money for the erection of a school house. 
At this meeting John Dobbyn acted as Chairman and 
F. B. Warren as Secretary. A motion by Angus Ar
mour and seconded by 1. Newbury that the trustees be 
authorized to issue debentures for a loan of $550 for 
the erection of a school house and purchase of fur
nishings was voted on by Angus Armour, S. Johnson, 
Septimus Pope, John Newbury, F. B. Armour, 
Richard Nixon, C. F. Warren, 1. B. Rockwood, H. 
lnce, Angus Gilmour, David Armour, John Dobbyn, 
William Young, 1. S. Edwards, AlfHipkins, E. Kins
man and John Botrell. This motion was carried unan
imously and tenders were posted for the building of 
the school house. The lowest bid which was tendered 
by Samuel Johnson was accepted. 

The site chosen for the school was on the S.W. 
22-3-26 and was named after Chester Field Warren 
who earlier had filed on 36-3-26. The two Warren 
brothers had started a store on this section in 1881 and 
they also managed the post office. This school served 
an area of 38 sections ofland and opened in 1887 with 
an enrolment of 19 pupils. School was opened March 
15 and continued only during the summer months, 
closing again on November 15. The first teacher was 
Sarah Bride, hired at the sum of $35 per month. 

In 1895 the secretary-treasurer was paid $10 per 
year and enrolment had risen to 28 pupils. Much 
credit is due to the early teachers who worked under 
very trying conditions with as many as eight grades 
in one room. 

Between 1901 and 1902 the district of Chester
field was divided. The board decided to centralize 
the school in the south half of the district and moved 
the building one and a half miles south and one and a 
half miles east to the N .E. corner of N. W. 10-3-26. 
Mr. Drysdale donated the one acre of land to the 
district for the new site. In 1905 the old site was sold 
to Mr. B. Dobbyn for $8.50. At this time the school 
year was established beginning in late August of one 

Chesterfield School. 
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year continuing through until the end of June of the 
following year. 

Improvements followed through the next years to 
include a stable being built by Mr. Wyatt, the 
grounds being fenced, a well dug and a porch added 
to the school house. 

Blackboards, maps and a well-stocked library 
were supplied, also an organ which in later years had 
to be discarded due to the fact that during summer 
holidays mice gained entry to the school and set up 
housekeeping in this instrument destroying the bel
lows rendering it useless for music. A piano was later 
purchased for the school with everyone working to 
raise funds through community efforts; thus it be
longed to the community rather than the school board 
or department. 

For years students of country schools had to go to 
town to write Grade VIn Departmental Exams. This 
was a great disadvantage to them as it meant going 
into a strange school with strange pupils around them 
and having to face strange teachers. In later years 
Grades IX and X could be taught by a qualified 
teacher in the rural school with the aid of a correspon
dence course sent out by the Department of Educa
tion. Many students had to leave home and find a 
boarding place in town to complete high school. 

The local school house served as a religious cen
ter for the early members of this community. A 
committee of Mrs. Alex Strachan, Mr. Drysdale and 
James Duncan was formed to arrange for the first 
church services to be held and for a time the Pres
byterian minister drove from Melita with horse and 
buggy to conduct. 

About the time of World War I, the minister from 
Coulter took the service, usually driving to the Drys
dale farm on Saturday afternoon with horse and 
buggy, returning to Coulter after church on Sunday 
to conduct evening service. These ministers were: 
Rev. Cooper 1913-14, Rev. Turner 1916-17, Rev. Mal
ley 1917-18. Following this period Rev. Elliott of 
Melita conducted services in the district. 

In most districts the school was the center of 
social activities during these early years. Dances, 
card games, pie and box socials were held with music 
supplied by local talent. Showers were also held 
when local girls were planning a wedding. People 
came for miles by sleigh, cutter and on horseback; 
neighbors travelled together so that there would not 
be too many horses to house in the stable. Surround
ing school districts visited back and forth to attend 
these social evenings. Usually the entire family at
tended and when sleep overcame the younger chil
dren they would be laid on coats on the desks which 
were lined up against the walls to make room for 
dancing. 



Coffee usually was made in a boiler on the stove 
used for heating the building and lunch provided by 
the ladies was their admittance. A minimal fee was 
charged at the door for all gentlemen to cover such 
items as coffee, floor wax and prizes for cards or spot 
dances etc. The musicians were given whatever was 
left over from the collection and 25¢ was considered 
fair pay for providing music for the evenings enter
tainment. This amount did not always cover the cost 
of broken strings etc. Often the musicians received 
nothing but this did not deter them. 

The Christmas concert was an event looked for
ward to with great anticipation. Starting some time in 
November the preparation of Christmas carols, di
alogues, drills, recitations and tableaux continued 
with a break only for exams until the last day of 
school before Christmas holidays when the concert 
was presented. 

Mothers and teacher usually made costumes and 
on the day before or even the morning of the concert 
the stage was erected so that the pupils could have a 
final practice. Stovepipe wire was strung above the 
front edge of the stage and where appropriate cur
tains were not available, bed sheets were hung on this 
wire to conceal the stage until items were ready. 
Usually two of the older students looked after the 
opening and closing of the curtains while the teacher 
was busy with costumes and prompting. 

When the concert was over, Santa Claus arrived. 
Some remember him dressed in a fur coat with sleigh 
bells fastened around his waist, while others will 
remember the jolly fellow bounding in, dressed in a 
red suit with knee high black boots and a white cotton 
beard and trim to his outfit. A string of small harness 
bells slung over his shoulder bandalier style tinkled 
merrily and added a background to his hearty Ho! 
Ho! Ho! 

The school board provided candy, nuts and or
anges which were packaged for distribution always 
allowing extras for children not yet at school. These 
along with gifts were handed out by Santa Claus and 
usually before his departure, he would kiss the teach
er to the great amusement of her pupils. 

Spelling matches were frequently enjoyed in 
class and for some years a short time each week was 
set aside for the work of the Junior Red Cross. 

Most children dreaded a visit by the inspector and 
one warning from the teacher was sufficient to insure 
silence. 

Field Day was another big event with preparation 
of costumes, practice in marching and sports. 

When there was a health nurse in the area she 
would travel from school to school to check regard
ing vaccination and inoculation but mostly to check 
each student and assess general health standards. 
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Chesterfield School 1910-1911. L.-R., Back Row: Murray 
Snyder, Willie Clement, Charles Strachan, Breber Strachan, 
Russell Whitley, Frank Morris. 2nd Row: Madge Fletcher, Isley 
Fletcher, Mary Fletcher, Elizabeth Clement. Front Row: 
Gertrude Whitley, Zelia Whitley, Stella Clement, Lela Clement, 
Cora Clement. 

Many memories linger in the minds of those who 
braved blizzard and driving rain to attend the local 
seat of learning; so many walked to and from school 
in all kinds of weather. The school was to be warm 
when teacher and pupils arrived so a parent or an 
older student would go there earlier in the morning to 
light the fire. Often the building was cold until nearly 
noon so everyone moved their desks as close as 
possible to the stove to try and keep warm. Minutes 
of early meetings show where 10¢ per day was paid 
for this service. Wood for the school fires was hauled 
from the Turtle Mountain south of Deloraine. 

During the depression the school teacher moved 
from home to home in the district to board. Fifteen 
dollars per month was then applied to the land taxes 
of the host family, while the teacher received $30 per 
month salary. 

For a time the school was closed due to low 
enrolment and little tax money as so many families 
had to leave the district during what was commonly 
referred to as "the dirty thirties" . 

Chesterfield school finally closed its doors in 
1959 again due to low enrolment only four pupils 
were attending at this time. Beginning with the new 
term in the fall of this year, arrangements were made 
to transport the pupils to the Melita school and as a 
non-resident, a fee of $15 per pupil per month was 
paid by the district. Earl Robson was the first bus 
driver, a position he filled for 18 years. 

The need to consolidate was considered and after 
two votes being defeated, finally in 1964 the resident 
electors approved and all assets were turned over to 
Melita school board. 



Eventually, the Chesterfield school house was 
purchased by the late Tom Wilson and again it was 
moved, this time to S.E. 10-3-26 where it was used as 
a farm workshop and where it stood until destroyed 
by fire. 

Credit goes to teachers and members of the 
school board who gave of their time and talents to 
establish the school and continue the education of 
children in the community over the 72 years this 
building served as their school. Special mention 
should be made of R. G. Penson who acted on the 
school board beginning as trustee in 1902 and as 
Secretary-Treasurer from 1908-1945. Such dedica
tion is worthy of mention but there were many more 
whose names should be included. 
Teachers: 1886-1959 
1887-1888 Sara Bride 
1889 William Mcintosh 
1890 E. W. Wood 
1891 Hector McArthur 
1892-1895 Bill McArthur 
1896 1. H. Livingstone 
1897 Effie Thompson 
1898-1899 Bertha McDonald 
1900-1903 E. McDonald 
1904 G. W. Grant 
1905 Grace M. Harney 
1906 Harvey Brandon 

Lillian E. Scribner 

Coates School 1903. 

1907 Mabel E. Dobbyn 
1907-1908 Jean Rothnie 
1908-1909 Mary A. Rodgers 
1910-1911 Laura Laughlin 
1912 M. Sanderson 
19l2-l914Charles M. Hoan 
1914-191SA. Myrtle Jennings 

(Keddy) 
1916 Grace Dandy 
1917-19180. F. Denstead 
1919 Pearl Ramsay 
1920-1921 Helena Mann 

(Campbell) 
1922 L. Long 
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1923 Pearl E. Mclean 
1924-1930 Emma Bambridge 

(Breakey) 
1930 1. E. Anderson 
1931 Helen Stevenson (Lyle) 
1932 Gertie Dobbyn 

(Whetter) 
1933 Gertie Simpson (Reid) 
1934 Miss Barnes 
1935-l936M. Anderson (Stacey) 
1937 Constance Clarke 

(Dann) 
1938-1939 Hazel Weber (Lamport) 
1940-1941 Miss B. A. Robinson 
1942 D. Lyle Dewart 

1943 Margaret Mcivor 
1944 Ellen Palmer 
1945 G. M. English 
1946 Flora Moore (Russell) 
1947-J948JilJ Lebeau (Combs) 
1949 Audry Babcock 
1950 Jean Cocquyt (Serruys) 
1951 Joan Dixon 
1952 Francis Coates 

(McCannell) 
1953 Dorothy Ward 
1954 Mrs. Maxwell (nee 

Slater) 
1955-1958 Ada Josephson (nee 

Thompson) 

In conclusion let me say that even though the 
school house is gone and the school district as such 
has been encompassed by Melita, our area is still 
known as Chesterfield and its former pupils have 
travelled far and wide and have served their country 
in the two World Wars. Many are no longer with us 
but their absence does not cloud the memories we 
retain of past years. 

May I take this opportunity to express apprecia
tion for the help from others who supplied me with 
pictures and history of the early years in the district of 
Chesterfield. 



Coates School District No. 1091 (Coatland) 
submitted by Jim Brown 

The Coates School District was formed in 1901 
and located on the SE 4-25-28. It was built in April 
by Mr. Robert Wyatt for $587 with $100 for inside 
fixtures. 

James Dennison, Ebe Brown and Steve Winkley 
served as Secretary and trustees. 

Church services were also held in the school 
going by the name of Coatland. The first Pres
byterian service which was by a student minister was 
held in the school. 

In May 1902, Mr. Well wood taught six little girls 
and one boy. They were Annie and Louise Larway, 
Mary and Margaret Coates, Maude and Pearl Brown 
and Allan Murray. 

The school changed to full term from seven to ten 
months in 1910 and closed in 1934, due to fewer 
families in the district. 

Some of the early families in this district were 1. 
B. Coates, Nat Curran, Richard Crane, Gib Car
scallen, James Polworth, John Madsen, James Den
nison, Kris Peterson and Larways. An annual picnic 
was held in June at this school. 

Teachers: 1901-1934 
1901 M. Semple 

A. W. Farrow 
Annie B. McGregor 

1902 Mr. Wellwood 
1903 Olive May Shewmon 

Mr. Bums 
Miss Livingstone 

1904 Grace Cassils (House) 
Miss Helga Bardal 

1905 Sarah L. Hill 
1906-1909 Edith Sterling 
1910 Gertie Turner 
1911 Helen Anderson 

(Harmon) 
M. Hagerman 
Agnes Forsythe 
(Erickson) 
Charlotte Perin 

1912 Agnes Forsythe 
1913 Alice M. Bisselt 
1914 Lillian Riddell 
1915 unknown 
1916-1917Marge Bray 
1918-1920 Olive Henderson 
1920-1922 Pearl Brown (Milne) 
1923 unknown 
1924 Bertha Woods (Lewis) 
1925 unknown 
1926-1927 Hope Littlewood 

(Wilmot) 
1928 Anne Forbes 
1929 Eva Reynolds 

(Grierson) 
1930 Edna M. Eldred 
1931-1933 Margaret Gilchrist 

(Braaksma) 
1934 Marg Anderson 

Coulter School District No. 1772 
submitted by Mrs. Ruby Andrews 

With the old South Antler District No. 351 en
larged and divided into a western and eastern district 
in 1915, it became necessary for the eastern part to 
arrange for school accommodation. 

At the organization meeting of the new Coulter 
School District a board of trustees consisting of 1. B. 
Elliott, chairman, A. Miller, and Bill Burnett, secre
tary was elected. 

A meeting held on April 3, 1915 decided on a 
three acre site on Mr. Gould's land, SE 2-2-27, north 
of where the Coulter Store is now located. 

A debenture by-law was passed to finance the 
building and equip the new school. Mr. R. Wyatt's 
tender for $1694 was accepted to build the school. 
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Coulter School. 

The Forrester's Hall at Coulter was rented at $5 a 
month to be used as a school house until the new 
building was ready. Miss M. Wood was the first 
teacher. 

Family names included in early registers in
cluded: Hill, McKague, Turner, Munroe, Naylor, 
Hawcutt, Ashworth, Charles, Gould, Burnett, An
drews and Elliott. 

The teachers salary in 1916 was $600 for a Third 
Class Certificate. The Legislative grant was 65¢ per 
teaching day, general school tax $1.20 per teaching 
day, and special levy $900 per year. The secretary of 
the school board was paid $20 per year. 

In 1917 the school yard was fenced, trees and 
shrubs ordered and a selection of pictures for the 
walls purchased. The school operated several years 
before a school bam was built, with those driving 
putting their horses in the Coulter livery stable. 

N ames of other trustees found in the records 
included: W. B. MacKague, Bill Andrews, F. Lang, 
Wilmot Charles, A. E. Andrews, C. W. Burnett, K. 
Miller, V. Atkinson, Art Jellis, A. L. Downey and 
George Downey. The record for long service went to 
A. E. Andrews who was chairman from 1932-37 and 
secretary following that for 20 years. 

In the mid 30's the teacher's salary dipped to $45 
a month but in the late 50's had increased to $3000 a 
year. 

In 1948 a meeting was held to discuss moving the 
school building and putting a basement under it. The 
new site chosen was south of the road allowance 
approximately 300 yards west of the NE comer ofNE 
35-1-27. The old site was later sold to Howard 
Minne. Trees were planted around the new school 



yard, fencing done and other improvements made 
from time to time. 

By 1957 small rural schools were being consid
ered obsolete. On July 15, 1957 a special meeting 
was held in Coulter School to discuss and vote on 
consolidating. The vote was in favour of joining 
Waskada, and the rural schools of Princess, Verona, 
Hernfield and Arthur to form a consolidated district. 

The last annual meeting of the Coulter School 
District was held on January 16, 1958. 

The school building was sold to Thompson's 
Plastics of Melita and is located at the south side of 
town. The school site reverted to the A. E. Andrews 
farm. 

Coulter School late 1930's. L.-R., Back Row: Lydia Andrews, 
Margaret Elliott, Myrtle Malio, Margaret Lang, Florence Elliott, 
Nellie Kowal, Beth Andrews. Second Row: Evelyn Andrews, 
Joyce Mallo, Rae Elliott, Irene Elliott, Basil Atkinson, Mirna 
Andrews. Third Row: Lorraine Lang, Fern Miller, John Kowal, 
Walter Kowal. Blanche Andrews, Andy Lang. Front Row: Jim 
Malio, Donald Andrews, Faye Lawson, Lois Atkinson, Joe 
Kowal, Billie Mallo, Reg Lang. 

Teachers: 1915-1958 
1915 Miss M. Wood 

(Stewart) 
1916 Ida M. Burnett (Burns) 
1917 Mary E. Coppinger 
1918 Miss Flora McGregor 

(Andrews) 
1919 Miss Eleanor 

McGregor 
W. Burton Renton 
A. M. Rankin 

1920 Stella Hill 
Jeanette Cox 

1921 Jessie Skelton (Jellis) 
1922 Mary Hawkins 
1923 1. Bruce Day 
1923 Coral Lynn (Miller) 
1924 Miss Robinson 
1925-1926 Carrie Mott (Atkinson) 
1927 Evelyn Lyle 

(McKague) 
1928-1929 Merna Greig (A. Jellis) 
1930-1931 Margaret Otto (Gould) 
1932-1935 Esther Caldwell (C. 

Johnson) 

1936-1937 Doreen Blaker 
(Cutforth) 

1938 L. Singleton 
1939-1940 Miss G. Barnes 

(Patmore) 
1941 Dorothy Rin 

Georgina Hill 
1941-1945 Winnie Coates 

(Peterson) 
1946-1947Eza Waiser 
1948 Verona McKinley 
1949 Olive Bird 
1950 Gordon Phillips 
1951 Wilma Fraser (B. 

Andrews) 
1952-1953 Hazel McClintock (D. 

Andrews) 
1954 Olga Wingerak 

(Zimmerman) 
1955 Mrs. Marjory Penny 
1956 Mrs. Margaret Schreder 

Diana Aiken 
1956 Thomas Masyluk 
1957 Mrs. Gisi 
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Coultervale School District No. 515 
submitted by Mrs. Jean Downey 

The first standard one room school, was built on 
section 16-1-27 in 1888, on land donated by Frank 
Coulter. While the school was being built the children 
were taught by a Mr. William Morrison of Deloraine 
in a building on Angus Bell's homestead NW 
22-1-27. 

By 1913 it could not hold the children in the area 
so a temporary addition was built on the west end of 
the school and that served until the two roomed 
school was built. 

The two roomed brick school was built in 1914 by 
a Mr. Robert Wyatt of Melita, on the same site. The 
new school was officially opened on February 12, 
1915. Grades I to X inclusive were taught. A few 
years later grade XI was included. Pupils from Coul
ter, South Antler and North Antler came to take their 
high school education. 

Senior room pupils in 1915 were: John Renwick, 
Frank Bell, Amott Day, Elsie Greenley, Irene Ren
wick, Gussie Myles, Gladys Fletcher, George Ren
wick, Eldon Renwick, Bruce Day, Margaret Hunt 
and Grace Bell. 

i 
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Junior room pupils in 1915 were: Fred Tingey, 
Arnold Downey, Archie Downey, Lome Coulter, 
Edgar McNeill, Ethel Fletcher, Mabel Greenley, Eth
el Finlay, Bert Greenley, Elaine Greenley, Asceal 
Jacobs, Ellis Jacobs, Laura Fletcher, Ada Fletcher, 
Fred Bell, Bert Downey, Freda Downey, Leila Bon
ner, Wilfred Bonner, Irene Fletcher, Gordon Tingey, 
George Finlay, Lee Hunt, Harold Finlay, Stella 
Myles, and Cecil Myles. Trustees were Mr. R. J. C. 
Atkinson, Mr. Henry Downey and Mr. Archie 
McKinnon. 

Teachers' salary was $600 annually. These two 
rooms continued in operation until 1935 when in 



order to receive the grant, pupils were paid transpor
tation from the Coulter area to maintain necessary 
pupils. 

The senior room was maintained until June, 1942 
and was temporarily closed, reopening in September 
1951 continuing in operation until 1958. The junior 
room was kept open until June 1968, when consol
idation with Melita school took place beginning with 
the fall term. Pupils attending the last year were: 
Gregory Fletcher, Jerry Greenley, Donald Barber, 
David Greenley, Darryl Greenley, Allan Downey, 
Yvonne Barber, Blair Downey, Wayne Fletcher, Al
ice Tingey and Robert Tingey. Trustees at closing 
were Mr. Richard Tingey, Mr. Louis Downey, Mr. 
Earle Fletcher, Secretary-Treasurer Mr. Graeme Bar
ber. Inspectors were Mr. George Hunter and Mr. Jack 
A. George. 

The teachers boarded with various families in the 
district, sometimes walking two to three miles to 
school. 

The school participated in school field days, pa
rades and sporting events. Christmas concerts were 
put on to the enjoyment of everyone in the communi
ty. Former teachers and pupils were invited to attend 
the official closing of the school on June 28, 1968. 
An old fashioned picnic was enjoyed by all, with ball 
games and visiting, and many happy reminiscences 
of former school days lingered on till sunset. 

The community has taken over the former school 
as a community center. The partition dividing the 
two rooms has been removed and this larger area 
comes in useful for potluck suppers, bake bingos, 
lunches after funerals, and even wedding receptions 
and family gatherings. 

Teachers: 1889-1968 
1888 Mr. William Morrison 
1889 R. G. Atkinson 
1890 Hector McArthur 
1891 Mary Kinsely 
1892 Robert K. Chalmers 
1893 Claus Hickson 
1894 A. B. Stewart 

1. F. Morrison 
1895 W. U. Bride 
1896 A. V. Knowlton 
1897 Florence H. Barrager 
1898 Thomas Ross 
1899 V. W. Winthrope 
1900-1901 Aggie Atkinson 

(McKague) 
1902-1904 Unknown 
1905 Dugald H. Gilchrist 
1905-1906 Maud E. Snider 
1906-1910 Archibald Bell 
1911 I. Campbell 
1912 O. Falconer 
1913-1914 Sarah Reekie 
1913 Maria Foy 
1914 Alice Pech 
1914-1915 Margaret Masson 
1915 Edna M. Harrison 

Senior Room Teachers 
1916-191801ive Falconer 
1919-1920 Laura Bums 
1920-1921 F. C. Balfour 
1921-19221. C. Robb 
1922-1924 Eva M. Astrope 
1924-1925 Louise Inkster (Bell) 
1925-1926 Vema McDonald 
1926-1927 Miss Cameron 
1927-1928 Grace C. Hamilton 
1928-1930 Winnie Cook 
1930-1934 Margaret Gillies 
1934-1936 Ruth Foreman 

(Phillipson) 
1936-1937 Alice Marshall 

(Downey, Forsythe) 
1937-1938 Margaret Kippen 
1938-1939 Mabel McLaughlin 
1939-1941 Reg Penton 
1941-1942Gladys Barnes 

(Patmore) 
1951-1952 W. A. Fraser 
1953-1955 Gordon Stone 
1955-1957 Glen Hammond 
1957 -1958 Mrs. Mary Atkinson 
Junior Room Teachers 
1915-1916Fern Jackson 
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1916-1919 Miss Lovett 
1920 Myrtle Joyce 
1921-1922 Belle MacKay 
1922-1924 Lillian Scott 
1924-1926 Marguerite MacKay (E. 

Scheels) 
1926-1927 Sarah Boyle (Murray) 
1927-1930 Ella Aitkens (Smith) 
1930-1931 Miss Simpson 
1931-19341essie Weickman 
1934-1935 Calista Atkinson 

(Brown) 
1935-19361. B. Beattie 
1936-1937 Hertha Otto (Downey) 
1937-1938 Dorothy Murta 
1940-1941 F. M. Wilman 
1941-1942 Agnes Brown 

1942-1943 Alice Downey (nee 
Marshall) 

1943-1944 Clarice McLean 
1944-1945 Lorraine Lang 

(Richardson) 
1945-1946 Velma McArthur 
1946-1947 Doris Kielhorn (Smith) 
1948-1949 Reg Lang 
1949-1950 Marjorie Bird 
1950-1951 Zenovia Dubick 
1951-1953 Evelyn Henderson 
1953-1954 Mintie Reimer 
1954-1955 Pearl Wingerak 
1955-1956 Marie Kowaluk 
1956-1957 Helen Fisher (Howden) 
1957-1958 William Olson 
1958-1968 Mrs. Mary Atkinson 

Dobbyn School District No. 986 
Dobby School District was formed in 1899, on 

SW 3-4-26 with 11 students. The average number of 
students in the nine year period of operation was 13 
with the largest number being 21 in the winter of 
1906. The cost of operating the school in 1904 was 
$643.10. The school consolidated with Melita No. 
440 in June 1909, when a van was put into service 
conveying pupils from the country. 

Dobbyn School. 

Teachers: 1899-1908 
1899-1900 Jenny McFetridge 
1901-1902 Daisy Hunter 
1903-1904 Missing 
1905 Maggie Robb 

1905-1906 Josie M. Harvey 
1907 Ernestine Cable 

Mary F. Beattie 
1908 Katie Armstrong 

Maggie Hope 

Elva School District No. 694 
submitted by Mona Coutts 

The first establishment of the Elva School was 
about one and one half miles north and one half mile 
west of the present site of Elva which was located on 
25-3-28 in 1892_ In 1891 the Canadian Pacific Rail
way built a railroad line as far west as Melita and this 
line was extended the next year to the west. The 
selection of the site for the town was chosen where 
the present site is today. 



Elva School 1899. L-R., Back Row: Maggie McLure, Aileen Abbott, Lottie Gibson Pummel, Teacher W. J. McAttlin, 2 McRae boys, 
Sterling, Dan McRae, Carl Roblin, Harry Roblin. Middle Row: Jennie McRae, Mary Russell, Andre McRae's girl, Jack Gibson, 
Russell Sterling, Billie Rooks, Jack Russell, Edgar Sterling, Andy Millar, Bill McLure. Front Row: Jennie McLure, McRae's girl, Lila 
Gibson, Katie Skelton, Myrtle Archibald, Pres Archibald, Fred Roblin, Lome Sterling, Leon Gibson, Alex McLure, McRae boy. 

As the village grew, the school was moved from 
its first site into Elva in 1898 and, for a short time, 
became the educational centre for the area. However, 
it was seen that this building was neither large 
enough nor adequate for the increasing population. 
Around 1903 to 1904 a larger building with a full 
basement and two classrooms was erected. (The old 
original school was moved into Mr. Ja~es Skelton's 
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yard which is now owned by Mr. Donald McCannell 
and is still being used as a granary.) The new building 
served the educational needs containing grades I to 
XI for a long number of years. After the decision was 
made to build a new and more modem school in 1965 
the old building was sold to Mr. W. Cameron who 
removed the top storey and modified the lower part 
into a very attractive home in Pierson. 

In 1957, the Elva School became part of the 
Municipal School District of Edward. Later with the 
decision of the Department of Education to centralize 
the education facilities, this new building was desig
nated as an Elementary School. In 1974 the school 
was closed, with students transferred to Pierson and 
Melita schools. The building was later sold and is 
still being used as a private dwelling in the town of 
Elva. 

The following are some of the incidents recalled 
by the former students of the Elva SchooL 

In the winter of March 1920, there was a lot of 
snow in the Elva district. There was a big storm and 
the railroad was blocked with snow west of Elva. 



Elva Students 1905. L.-R., Back Row: Billie McLure, Lila Gibson, Diggory Hodgson, Jennie McLure, Lottie Gibson, Hilda Childs, 
Jack Gibson, Maggie Skelton, Jack Russell. 2nd Row: Teacher Miss Uppset, Alex Louttit, Sammy Leonard, Viola Childs, Ralph 
Phoenix, Dick Skelton, Irene Lyng, Leon Gibson. Front Row: Kenneth McLelland, Johnny Goslying, Albert Henderson, Andy 
McRae, Maryanne Phoenix, Marjorie Thompson, Lottie Sutton, Mary Sutton, Myrtle Henderson, Nellie Searcy, Mary Skelton, (lying 
in front) George Childs, Orie Gibson. 

Some of the pupils from school went up the track 
before the snowplow and three engines came along. 
They had quite a speed up when the plow and engines 
hit the snowbank. The plow turned and headed for us 
kids out in the field. There was a sudden exit of 
spectators across the field. The plow finally turned 
right around and caught the tender on the water tank 
and cut a gash in it and let all the water out. There 
were two engines besides the snowplow off the track. 
Some of the school pupils went to see the wreck the 
next day at noon and were late getting back and made 
quite a noise coming up the street. The teacher put 
her head out the window and said, "Less noise, 
pupils in here want to study. " 

Another incident occurred when a student de
cided to come down the stairs on skis, needless to say 
there was quite a crash. 

Another time some of the boys decided to try and 
catch a skunk and much to their sorrow they did. 
Their reward - a group strapping and sent home. 
Remember? 
Teachers: 1892-1974 
1893 J. H. Dean 
1894 J. H. Livingstone 
1895 Annie B. Jamieson 
1896-18971. W. Wickware 
1897 C. D. Bullock 
1898-1900 Hector McArthur 
1901 Isabel Good 

J. Landreth 
1902-1904 Uuknown 

1905 G. Lipsett 
Louise C. Anderson 

1906 Mary Stuart 
John B. Stewart 

1907-19IOW. Norman Stewart 
1910-1911 Mary Riddell 
1911-1912Edwin H. Clark 
1912 Olive Grant 
1912-1913A. G. Fulford 
1913 Mary Riddell 
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S. Abraham 
1913-1914Mary Riddell 
1914 H. A. Snowdon 

Clarence Moore 
Helen E. Fair 

1915-1925 V. Hefford 
Gertrude Mason 
(Russell) 
Reva Stewart 
Nettie Thmbull (Wilkie) 
Isabel Melvin (Reekie) 
Annette Weichman 
Inez Babb 
Miss Ogletree 
Mr. W. Iones 
Mr. Ball 
Lela Moon 
Elsie Gardiner 
Dennis Vallee 
John Williams 
Willa Dorsey 

1925-1945 Marie Thompson 
Elizabeth Grierson 
Transona Calvert 
Miss Magee 

(17 years) Ann Potter (Mainland) 
Miss Buckley 
W. Potter 
Grace Dunning 
Phyllis Leslie 
Jean Anderson 
Miss Henry 
Edna Wilson 
Miss Robertson 
Gwen Hawcett 
Marjorie Blowers 
Beryl McNiven 
Wilhelmine Yuill 
(Kilgour) 

Crawford McMillan 
Mr. Mahoney 
Mr. McCormick 
Mr. Wright 
Mr. Ditchko 
Frank Jacobs 
Mr. Dankesrater 
Mr. E. E. Gridley 

1946 William Turkula 
1947 Mrs. Velma Thompson 
1947-1948 Joseph Kashor 
1948 Noreen A. Robinson 

(Junson) 
1949-1951 Mr. D. W. Howell 
1950 Audrey J. Taylor 
1951·1962 Anne Mainland (nee 

Potter) 
1952 Ruth R. Wilken 
1953 F. E. Wadsworth 
1954-1955 Frank Basiuk 

Evelyn Basiuk 
(Gillander) 

1955 Grace W. Johnson 
(Roblin) 

1955-1956A.1. MacLeod 
1957 Z. S. Pohorecky 
1958 Joyce Walker (Barr) 
1959-1960 Mrs. Sarah Baker 
1961 Gloria Allen (Innes) 
1962 Evelyn Robinson 

(Roblin) 
1963 Mrs. A. E. Gresbrecht 
1964 Linda C. Moldowan 
1965 Ken R. Hafenbrak 

Gladys E. Snider 
1968 Mrs. Hazel Lamport 
1971 L. Morton 
1972 Donnelda Wheelans 
1973-1974 Edna Wilson 



Melita School No. 440 
As the country became settled, a number of chil

dren of school age came in with their parents and 
consequently an agitation for school took place with 
the result that the first school meeting was held on the 
29th of March, 1886 at Mr. R. M. Graham's store, at 
which meeting A. M. Livingston, R. M. Graham 
and John E. Ferguson were elected trustees, and H. 
D. Smith and T. D. Sturgeon as auditors. Subse
quently A. M Livingston was made Chairman of the 
Board, and R. M. Graham Secretary-Treasurer. 

At a public meeting called for the 14th of April 
following, the trustees were authorized to borrow 
$550 spread over ten years to build and furnish a 
school house. On the 22nd of the same month the 
trustees issued debentures for $500 bearing 8% inter
est which were disposed at par, and the school opened 
on the first of June following. 

The district comprised a part of Inchiquin and 
Brenda Municipalities, assessed at $19,110. The 
amount asked for to carry the first year was $245 
besides the Legislative grant of $96.50. As Inchiquin 
was unorganized, its portion of the general tax could 
not be collected, and in face of protests from the 
board, Inspector Stewart, equalizing the taxation 
would assign a portion of the levy against the munic
ipality, which of course was never collected. The 
yearly deficit created by this arrangement was volun
tarily met by the ratepayers agreeing to have it spread 
evenly over the whole district, which required some 
nice ciphering to make taxes exactly alike throughout 
the two municipalities. 

The following served terms as trustees in addition 
to the first board: H. D. Smith, A. D. Wheeler, R. H. 
Richardson and G. L. Dodds. 

Then in 1891 the railway came in to the present 
town. The trustees secured rooms and held school in 
the following places: Fraternity Hall, which was then 
a two story building with a hall above, but later as a 
blacksmith shop by Angus Fraser: Baptist Hall, 
small building used as a place of worship by the 
Baptist Congregation and situated at or near the Mc
Connell cottage on the west side of the town: and the 
rooms over the Sun Cafe owned by Mr. I. T. Lennox. 

The second recorded Annual School meeting of 
the Melita School District was held on December 5, 
1892 in the Baptist Hall. Mr. 1. L. Campbell was 
moved to the chair and W. 1. Graham to the post of 
secretary. 

It was not until 1893 that a by-law was passed to 
raise a debenture of $6000 to erect and furnish a 
school house. Debentures bearing interest at 6% 
spread over 20 years were disposed of on 25th of 
March, and on the 25th of June placed to the credit of 
the district. The contract was let to Mr. E. A. Blake-
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way and the architect, W. H. Shillinglaw of Brandon. 
The block of ground on which the school was built 
was equal to twelve fifty foot lots and was the gener
ous gift of the C.P.R. through their popular Land 
Commissioner L. A. Hamilton and the contract 
called for completion by October first. 

The comer stone was laid on the 10th of August, 
1893 by the Masonic Grand Lodge of Manitoba A F 
&AM. 

The following is copied from the Melita Enter
prise of November 2, 1893. 

"Grand Opening" 
The opening of the new school will be celebrated 

by a grand concert which will he held in the new 
building on the evening of November 20,1893. The 
upper rooms and corridors will be thrown open for 
ladies and gentlemen for a promenade. 

The practical working of the Smead-Dowd sys
tem of heating and ventilation will be open to inspec
tion of the public. The program will be taken part by 
the scholars only and the proceeds will be devoted 
towards the purchase of a good library. The following 
is the program: 

"Trial Scene of Merchant of Venice" by the Inter-
mediate Class. 

Recitation by Miss Jennie Stewart. 
Dialogue by members of Junior Class. 
A lesson in phonics by Miss Brown with class. 
Instrumental solo by Miss Livingston with a 

number of marching songs. 
Recitations and addresses, band music, accom

panists, Miss Graham and Miss Stewart. 
This school was composed of four rooms and is 

the south half of the present school. The north half 
was built later. The trustees who were in office at this 
time were John Ferguson, R. M. Graham, and G. L. 
Dodds. The Debenture By-Law for the school was 
submitted to the ratepayers at the municipal election 
in December 1892 and was carried: for the By-Law 
60; against the By-Law 9. 

B. C. Kirkup house - original school and church in Manches
ter. . 



Melita School 1894. 

The first school building built in 1886 on the S.E. 
comer of Section 2, 4, 27 was later advertised for sale 
in the Melita Enterprise in 1892 and was sold to Mr. 
T. W. Sturgeon and became part of the residence 
where Mr. B. C. Kirkup now resides on top of the hill 
west of town." 

Previous to the north addition the exhibition 
building from the Fair Grounds was fitted up as a 
temporary classroom on the school grounds. 

When the new addition was erected in 1905 the 
south entrance was closed and two west entrances 
built. 

(Most of the previous information it taken from 
the notes of Robert Livesley). 

Melita School No. 4401905·1971. 
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In 1912 the tower on the south side of the school 
was removed and the building veneered with brick, 
Two hot air furnaces were installed. Steam heating 
was approved in 1946. 

Trees were planted during the years and in 1924 
cement walks replaced the wooden walks. In 1928 a 
small part of adjoining Central Park enlarged the 
playground. The new sanitary building was con
structed adjoining the north side of the school in 
1950. 

The school, which had served the Melita district 
faithfully during many years, was now overcrowded 
and in 1954 an addition was built to the east of the 
original building. This included four classrooms, 
staff room, principal's office and an auditorium. 
Later a vote "turned down" more building, so cot
tage school rooms or "huts" were brought in making 
use of Brock and Thirlstane schools as well as the 
portable classrooms. 

More space was again needed, and in 1962 the 
Melita Collegiate was built north of the intersection 
of Bruce Street and North Street. 

In 1971 an addition to the existing Collegiate 
opened a new gymnasium, open area and four class
rooms. This left K-3 in the 1954 addition and one hut. 

The original brick school was turned over to the 
Antler River Historical Society. 



Note end of auditorium at left of entrance in 1954 addition. 

1962 Collegiate plus new addition of 1971 including gymnasium shown at left of picture. 

A north wing was added to the north school in 
1980 and now K-12 are all in one building. The 
previous K-3 building is the present Drop In Centre. 

The custodians who looked after the operation of 
Melita School buildings in the past include W. 
Charles, R. Owens, H. L. Dyer, A. Caswell, E. 
Hicks, B. Sage, B. Dobbyn and A. Sullivan. The 
custodians of the Collegiate, now Melita School 
were: G. Lumb., B. Dobbyn, R. Tingey, and A. 
Sullivan. 

Melita School secretaries that were named in the 
available school records are: E. F. Dobbyn, R. Love, 
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D. W. Yuill, G. Barker, H. Mann, H. L. Dyer, R. H. 
Shearer, W. McLure, G. Kirby. 

The installing of the old town bell in the bell 
tower on the new building was in 1906. Also in that 
year a high school was established. 

Consolidation was approved in 1909, with horse 
drawn vans conveying the country pupils to school. 
Dobbyn School District was the first to enter consol
idation in 1909. The van routes were motorized in 
1930. By 1957 five more school districts had joined 
consolidation. 

Non resident pupils paid $2 for high school and 



North wing addition 1980, also showing north side of original collegiate. 

$1 per month in 1908. These fees varied during the 
years and in 1944 tuition fees for resident pupils 
including Grade XII were abolished. 

In the 1922 registers a Grade XII class was intro
duced for one year with seven pupils enrolled. By 
1937 Grade XII was permanently established with 
three teachers giving instruction. 

The Melita board introduced an ungraded class in 
1960 for the help of children with special needs. Mrs. 
Constance Dann was engaged as teacher. The posi
tion has now changed to that of resource teacher. 

In 1942 the High School became a Collegiate. 
Then in 1958 the Antler River School Division was 
formed controlling the collegiates in the division. 
The staff increased to five teachers. Business Educa
tion was commenced in 1959 under the direction of 
Mrs. Evelyn McCallum who remains in that position 
today. In 1962 the elementary schools in the division 
were taken over by Antler River School Division and 
the small schools were closed. 

Before the division board existed, inspectors vis
ited each of the schools. Incomplete records name 
Inspectors Lang, McIntyre, Wright, Hunter, and 
George for this area. Since then Superintendents Hal 
Sveistrup, Keith Long, Stan Lesnewski, and Eugene 
Baker have been in charge of the schools in this 
division. 

With the disbanding of the rural school districts 
local school boards were dissolved and each area 
elected a representative to the Antler River board. 

Antler River secretaries have been Lawrence 
Green, Vince Anderson, and Ivan Vickers. 

With the opening of the new addition to Melita 
School to include Grades IV-VIII the staff included a 
librarian, Mrs. Edna Busby, who has remained on 
the present staff. 

In September 1970 the final standing of high 
school graduates was determined on work during the 
year as well as achievement on tests administered and 
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evaluated by individual schools and the school divi
sion. Thus ended the era of provincial final examina
tions. 

A kindergarten teacher, Mrs. Alma Toms was in 
charge of the first class in Melita in 1968 under the 
Antler River Board. Previous to this the kindergar
tens were privately operated. The first record was 
found to be in 1913 under Mrs. T. C. Robinson. 

A school secretary was engaged in 1972. The 
secretaries to date have been Julietta McKay, Elaine 
Perrault, Debra Minnis, Raylene Lamport, Faye 
McLoughlin, and Leona Williams. The present one 
is Cathy Archibald. 

The forerunner of our present band, now under 
the direction of Lonnie Schmidt, was the school 
orchestra. In 1931 the orchestra composed of Julia 
Dyer, Dorothy Mann, Jack Kenner, Bill Oliphant and 
Dan Musson participated with 300 orchestra mem
bers in Winnipeg. Over the years Mr. Max White was 
hired as bandmaster by the Melita School Board. In 
Antler River School District the former band leaders 
have been, Iverson Groves and Phil Winkless. Many 
enjoyable concerts have been put on by the Junior 
and Senior bands. The bands have taken part in 
festivals, parades and official ceremonies. The ex
change visit to Beamsville was in 1980. 

Special attendance regulations were issued dur
ing World War I due to employment on farms. 

The essay on the Melita School Flagstaff in mem
ory of those who gave their lives follows the Melita 
School story. 

During World War II, many classes joined the 
Junior Red Cross in aiding the war effort. War Sav
ings Stamps were also purchased through the 
schools. 

The school fairs begun in 1919 included calf, pig, 
and sheep entries, also Home Economics. Members 
of the Boys and Girls Clubs from surrounding 



schools participated. In later years interest has been 
developed through 4-H Clubs. (see 4-H story) 

Since the school divisions were formed Science 
Fairs have created interest. The winners from each 
class competed at the divisional level, then provin
ciallevel and finally at the Canadian Science Fair. 

The Parent Teacher Association was organized in 
1948. This was later changed in 1956 to Home and 
School Association. After discontinuing for several 
years it was reorganized as Parent Council. (see Par
ent Council story) 

In the 1940's graduation ceremonies were held in 
May. This later was enlarged to include, banquet, 
presentation program, and dance. This is now held at 
the end of June when the year's results are finalized. 

Field trips have been organized for all grades in 
recent years. These have included trips to various 
places in rural Manitoba and to Winnipeg. One week 
camping trips have been a highlight of the "Eager 
Eights" . 

The earliest records of Literary Clubs was in 
1913. Programs were of reading, music and speech 
making. In the 1920's spelling and geography 
matches became popular. Poets' contests, debates 
and musical entertainments were enjoyed. Since the 
1970's the Melita Collegiate Institute Club presented 
plays. The publication of the annual year book has 
been a worth-while undertaking of recent years. 

Sports have always been a major part of Melita 
School programs. Records show football, basket
ball, baseball, and volleyball teams entered in tour
naments over the years. Track and field events have 
also had many participants. Curling had been added 
to school sports in recent years. Many teams and 
individuals have reached the provincial champion
ships. The entries in the many events of Field Day 
showed the interest in varied sports. (see Field Day 
story) A physical education teacher added to the staff 
in the late 1960's has been a great benefit to the 
various sports. 

In checking attendance records from the division 
the 1975-76 was the highest enrollment with 521 
pupils. 1981 was the lowest since that time with an 
attendance of 420. The present enrollment in 1982 is 
427 pupils. 

The school spirit that has been with all the pupils 
of Melita School over the years was fully recognized 
in the school reunion that took place in 1979. (see 
Reunion story) The many favorable comments made 
the work of the organizing committee rewarding, as 
the well remembered words of the old school yell 
were heard: 
Black and gold, black and gold 
We are students so we're told 
Are we in it? Well I guess! 
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We belong to the M.H.S. 
Melita High School! 
"Interesting Items From Old Registers" 

Beginners classes enrolled in April, if the enroll
ment was too large in the first room some pupils were 
transferred to the next teacher: Arbor Day, Labor Day 
and Thanksgiving Day were holidays since 1908 (ear
liest record available): 
1911, Free textbook for public school including bi

lingual readers; 
1912, new registers from September to June, pre

viously registers were from January to De
cember; 

1915, Victoria Day holiday; 
1916, Field Day at Deloraine; 
1917, extra teacher on staff in April as there were 29 

beginners; 
1920, Surname listed first; 
1923, rooms closed for chickenpox later for scarlet 

fever, also ringworm; 
1929, Armistice Day observed in schools, changed 

to Remembrance Day in 1931; 
1933, School closed for one month as a money sav-

ing; 
1936, Holiday granted by Governor General; 
1938, Holiday for visit of George VI to Canada; 
1939, Date of birth recorded; 
1942, School closed for lack of fuel; pupils trans-

ferred out to enlist; 
1947, Royal Wedding, holiday; 
1948, Christian names of parents recorded; 
1953, School closed for polio; 
1968, Remembrance Day holiday; 
1972, Spring break last week in March. 

Melita School Teachers 
**Principal Elementary School only 
*Principal 

Still here at time of printing 
Formed 1886 

1887 
1888 
1889-1890 
1891 
*1892 
1892 
*1893-1895 
1893-1900 
1894 
1895-1897 
1895-1898 
1898-1901 
\899-\900 
1899-1900 
1900-1901 
1900-\901 
1901 
1901 
1901 
1902 

Mr. A. D. Wheeler 
Ida Crowell 
Mr. D. D. McQueen 
Miss E. E. Ferguson 
Mr. R. M. White 
Maggie Aitcheson 
George Shortreed 
Jean Brown 
W. 1. Grant 
Robert Simpson 
R.1. Cooke 
Frances Kinley 
Charles St. John 
Ernest Haffner 
Arthur Fisher 
Margaret Brown 
1. H. Conklin 
David Carswell 
Mabel Gray 
Miss Graham 



1903-1905 Isabel Disney 1922 Wilfred Belleau 
1905 A. D. McKinnow 1923 Flora McGregor (Andrews) 
1905 Isabel McKinnen 1923-1926 Stella Bolton 
1905-1906 Mary Olisen *1923 David Iverach 
1905-1913 Nellie Lewis 1924-1926 Elvina Collen 
1906 Duncan Crear 1924-1927 Mina Kerr (Whitley) 
1906-1907 Bertha McKnight 1924-1930 Flora McGregor (Cobb) 
1909-1910 Bertha McKnight 1924-1926 Anna Smith (Couling) 
1906 Andrew Mackinnen *1924-1927 Mr. A. L. Mills 
1906-1911 Jennie Cobb *1926 Jesse French 
*1907-1908 W. J. Loucks 1927-1928 Violet Kerr 
1907-1909 Maggie Robb 1927-1937 Mignon Taylor (Boyd) 
1907-1909 Duncan McLeod 1927-1929 Birdie Gamey 
1907 Daniel McClung 1929 Marjorie Taylor 
1907 Mary Beattie 1928 Helen Garvie 
1908-1909 Janet McClung 1928-1935 William Hume 
*1909-1911 D. Will Yuill *1928-1933 George Garrett 
1909-1910 Nellie Thompson (Elliott) 1929-1939 Frances Pierce (Dempsey) 
1910-1912 Sherman Arnold 1929-1934 Annie Mcfadden 
1910-1918 Jean Brown 1929 Freda Chapman 
1911-1912 Jessie Rothwell 1930-1931 Winnifred Cook 
1911-1912 Eva McQueen 1930-1932 Maragaret Street 
*1912-1913 H. W. Huntley 1931-1932 Ardith Merryweather 
1912 Lenore Kantlback 1933-1940 Dora Dunbar 
1912 Ethel Currie 1933-1940 Luella Dann (Barker) 
1912 E. S. Everall * 1934-1935 Irvine Graham 
1912-1914 Clara Robinson 1935-1937 Andrew Young 
1912-1913 Agnes Barbour *1936-1939 William Skidmore 
1913 Anna Muckle 1937-1938 Margaret Martin 
1913-1915 Ethel Sutton (Jobbins) 1938 Mona Trewin (Gaudin) 
*1914-1915 Mr. G. R. F. Prowse 1938 Cecil Foster 
1914-1915 Pearl Code 1939-1940 Howard Gibson 
1913-1915 Ethel Gemill 1939-1941 Jean Arthur (Reid) 
1914 Nellie McKillar 1940-1942 Agnes Sellers (Forrest) 
1914-1915 Helen McKiIlar 1940 Sybil O'Neil 
1915 Annie Haight *1940-1941 Edward Johnson 
1915 Miss O. V. Falconer 1941-1942 Warda Duxbury (Lamb lin) 
1915-1918 Nellie Amy 1941 Helen Wright (Dann) 
1915 William M. Eadie 1942 Gertrude Dobbyn (Whetter) 
1917 April-June Phyllis Leslie 1942 Zetta Mills 
1916-1919 Ila Pollock (Peterson) 1942-1944 John Wawrykow 
1916-1917 Jessie Phoenix 1942 Mary Vickers 
1916-1917 Miss F. Wodlinger *1942 Howard Dunfield 
1916-1917 Cecil Paris 1943 Doreen Handel 
*1917 Edward S. Lord 1943-1945 Edith Dewar (Stone) 
1918 Isabella Miller (Penson) 1943-1946 Myrtle Le Barron (McDonald) 
1918 Annie Phillips 1943-1946 Julia Dyer 
1918 Myrtle Leonard 1943-1944 Inez Boddy 
1918 Hazel Richardson 1943 Evelyn Leech (Mullet) 
1919-1921 Frances Collins (McKellar) *1943-1948 Steve Harvey 
1918-1919 E. Pearl Blakeman 1944 Hazel Elliott 
1919 Vivian Tuckey 1945-1946 Anne Black (Perry) 
1918-1919 Alice Wilson 1945 Harry Itzkow 
1919 Alfred Longman 1945 Pauline McArthur 
1919 Margaret Munro 1946-1947 Lorene Walker 
*1918-1922 John Peterson 1946-1947 Anne Susansky 
1920-1923 Viva Evans 1946 Margaret Kelly (Frankemalle) 
1920 May McKinney (Sexton) 1947-1952 Matjorie Spencer 
1920-1921 Ida McCulloch (Brady) 1947 Margaret Robertson 
1920 Adelaide Strachan 1947 Mrs. Margaret Simmons 
1921 E. A. Mackay 1947-1948 Jane Thompson 
1920 A. M. Rudolf 1948-1951 Flora Moore (Russell) 
1921 Miss A. Alexander 1948 Marie Phillips 
1922-1923 Mabel Govier (Shearer) 1948 Aleck Robson 
1922 Norah Matheson 1948 Joan Pettipher (Bailey) 
1921-1922 Gladys Sexton 1949 Muriel Fewings (Nichols) 
1922 Eva Lyons 1949 Helen Large (McGregor) 
1922-1923 Hilda Morrison (Ross) 1949 John Cameron 
1922-1927 Esther Kemp (Gowanlock) 1949 Guy Costly 
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*1949-1950 Ray Bailey 1960-1961 Elizabeth Penner 
1949 Ethel Barclay 1961-1962 Myrna Lohr 
1950 William Oleksy **1961 Ray Zelowsky 
1950 David Stewart *1961 Robert Graham 
1950-1951 Richard Partridge *1962 John Wilkie 
*1952-1954 Richard Partridge 1962 Reta Jenner 
*1951 Gordon McIvor 1962 Wilma Wright 
1950-1951 Joan Hemphill (Yarish) 1962-1964 Albert Schmidt 
1951 Del Lee (Plummer) 1962 Joyce Foster 
1951-1954 Mary Fewings (Dziadow) 1962-1964 Gary Gordon 
1951-1952 Margaret Hay *1965-1968 Gary Gordon 
1951-1954 Laura Giles (McNutt) 1962-1963 David Braddell 
1951-1952 John Nixon 1963 Jean Moran (Hicks) 
1952-1955 Marian Elliott (Greig) 1966- Jean Moran (Hicks) 
1957-1962 Marian Elliott (Greig) 1963-1964 Joanne Korolyk 
1952 Eva Calverly 1963-1965 Mrs. Heather Bawtinhiemer 
1953-1954 Betty Hamilton (Jobbins) 1963-1965 Ken Zamzow 
1970- Betty Hamilton (Jobbins) **1966-1967 Ken Zamzow 
1953 Isla Defoe 1963-1965 Ron Bawtinhiemer 
1953 Walter Dziadow 1963 Sylvia Friesen 
1953 Keith Malcolm 1963 Vema Moore 
1953 Ivey Graham *1963-1964 Wayne Hanna 
1954-1964 Lorna Hainsworth (Coleman) 1964-1966 Norma Wilson (Dobbyn) 
1954-1964 Ruby Burnash (Andrews) 1964-1966 Grace Michaluk 
1954-1958 Mrs. Mae Dobbyn 1964 Gail Gerelus 
**1959-1960 Mrs. Mae Dobbyn 1964-1973 Mrs. Dorothy Brown 
1961-1970 Mrs. Mae Dobbyn 1964-1965 Ernest Walker 
1954 Vincent Federovich 1964 John Murphy 
1954 Audrey Low 1965-1966 Colleen Hagan (Buckleschuk) 
1955-1956 Gertrude Gilliland (Gordon) 1965-1972 Mrs. Gladys Nelms 
1955 Mrs. Joyce Lynn 1965 Mrs. Frances Yanick 
1955-1956 Ivan Trail 1965 Jim Ballard 
*1955 James Beckstead **1965 Archie McTaggart 
1955 Lois Reynolds (Snyder) 1965-1968 Manmohan Malhi 
1960-1961 Lois Reynolds (Snyder) *1969-1970 Manmohan Malhi 
1955 Donald Mutch 1965 Harry Schellenberg 
1956-1961 Bessie Marie Hill 1966-1968 Mrs. Shirley Reynolds 
1956 Mrs. Pat Trail 1966 Mrs. Joan Bolton 
1956 Edna Lee 1966-1969 Denise Sharp (Holden) 
1956-1957 Keith Wilson 1966-1967 George Collier 
*1956 Johann Sigurjonsson 1966-1968 Mrs. Margaret Derkson 
1956 Lois Knight (Bowman) 1966-1969 Douglas Reynolds 
1957 Joy Dickey ** 1970-1971 Douglas Reynolds 
1957 Mrs. Melba Snyder 1966-1969 Clare Haralson 
1957 Grace Hudson (Renwick) 1966 Janice Day 
1957 Ewart Hudson 1966 Ronald Friesen 
1957 Alex Domytrak 1966-1968 Wayne Nylin 
1957-1958 Keith Cooper 1966-1971 Wesley Codling 
*1959-1960 Keith Cooper 1974 Wesley Codling 
*1957-1958 Arthur Stratton 1967 Sharon Elford 
1958-1959 Erla Cuthbert (Shanks) 1967 Barbara Bernard (Knuttila) 
1958-1959 Fae Trail (Elliott) 1967 Gloria Wheelans (Vanbeselaere) 
1958-1960 Georgina Hill (Matiation) 1967 Mrs. Lillian Downey 
1958-1959 Larry Yanick 1967-1971 Linda Johnson (Downey) 
**1962-1964 Larry Yanick 1967 Mrs. Bonnie Cheyne 
1965 Larry Yanick 1969 Mrs. Bonnie Cheyne 
1958 Gerald Hayden 1972 Mrs. Bonnie Cheyne 
1958-1959 Ramona De Pauw 1967-1968 Joseph McLellan 
1959-1963 Shirley Cummins 1967 Mrs. Loretta Clarke 
1959 Robert Boyes 1967 Wayne Heatherington 
1959 Juanita Pollock 1968-1969 Donna McMillan 
1959 Ann Carson 1968- Mrs. Mary Atkinson 
1959- Mrs. Evelyn McCallum 1968-1969 Sandra Graham (Moody) 
1959 Tom Stemshorn 1968-1969 Lynne Fletcher (Furtney) 
1960-1962 Mrs. Margaret Hathaway 1968 Henrietta Andre 
1960 Mrs. Irene Nelson **1968-1969 Norman Brown 
1960-1976 Mrs. Constance Dann 1968-1974 Robert Barnstable 
1960-1963 Kenneth Rodenbush 1968 Franklin Snyder 
1960-1961 Fred Doucet 1968 Gordon Alvare 
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1968 
1968 
1968-1974 
1976-
1969-1973 
1969 
1969 
1969 
1969-1972 
1969-1972 
1969 
1970-1971 
1973-1974 
1970 
1970 
1970·1972 
1970-
1970-
1970 
1970 
1970-
1970 
1970 
1970-1971 
1970-
1971 
1971 
1971 
1971 
1971-1973 
1971-1979 
*1980-
*1971-1972 
1972-1973 
1972-1973 
1976 
1972 
1972-1974 
1972-1974 
1972-1975 
1973 
1973-1977 
1973-1975 
1973-1975 
1974 
1973-1974 
*1973-1974 
1974 
1974-1979 
1974 
1974 
1975-1975 
1974 
1975-
1975 
1975 
1975 
1975-1976 
1975 
1975-
1975-1979 
1975 
1975-
*1975-1976 
1976 
1976 
1976-1979 
1976-1977 
1976 

Dennis Redman 
Eva Muir 
Mrs. Alma Toms 
Mrs. Alma Toms 
Jim Stangel 
Charlene Whiteman (Hunter) 
Mrs. Delilah Hancock 
William Hancock 
Peter Eyvindson 
Mrs. Linda Eyvindson 
Barry McKinnon 
Shirley Carson 
Shirley Carson 
Suneethe Williams 
Mrs. Dianne Arndt 
Ellen Drayson (Walker) 
William Warren 
Mrs. Hazel Lamport 
Zofia Walotek 
Michael September 
Richard Pander 
Allen Snart 
Margaret Zadorozwy 
Lyle Markowski 
Donald Sinclair 
Douglas Anderson 
Harold Ramdahin 
Mrs. Ruth MCAuley 
Mervin Street 
Wayne Krislock 
Ken Karlander 
Ken Karlander 
William McGavin 
Linton Pointon 
Wendel Keeler 
Wendel Keeler 
Mrs. Lorna Annell 
Niels Annell 
Nick Kalynuik 
Betty Conroy 
Barbara McLenehan 
Joanne Kerick (Codling) 
Iverson Groves 
Cheryl Leoppky 
Mrs. Barbara Walker 
Giselle Johnson 
John Beaumont 
Elva Sambrook (Mosset) 
Randy Penner 
Mrs. Robyn Creighton 
Margaret Nelin 
Rene Perreault 
Gordon Sweeney 
Mrs. Grace Judd 
Mrs. Prema Bursa 
Allan Sargent 
Mrs. Gloria Penner 
Karen Stewart (Turnbull) 
Helen Hastings (Cassan) 
John Warkentin 
Durwin Buchy 
Andrzy Bursa 
Ben Veselovsky 
Ted Yarema 
Elizabeth Perrault (Downey) 
Eric Calrow 
Alma Malmus 
Philip Winkless 
Dennis Streuber 
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1976 
1976 
1976 
1977 
1977-
1977-1980 
1977-
1977-
1977-1981 
*1977-1978 
1978 
1978 
1978 
1978 
1978· 
1978 
1979 
1979-
1979 
*1979 
1980-
1980-
1980-
1980-1981 
1980 
1981-
1981-
1981-
1982-

Yoland Levesque 
Lucy Lachapelle 
Josephine Shipp 
Mrs. Laura Jean Campbell 
Devon Best 
Russell Slade 
Trevor McLoughlin 
Paul Wilt 
Ken Storie 
Elroy Tank 
Susan Craig 
Karen Falloon 
Mrs. Gloria Saunders 
Gerry Joynt 
Lonnie Schmidt 
Elizabeth Chisholm 
Kim Smith 
Jim O'Rourke 
Don McIntosh 
Joe Mudrey 
Alison Tarr 
Sandra Dixon 
Kevin Parker 
Ian Fraser 
Heather Miller 
Richard Lochhead 
Marlene Spencer 
Mark Sefton 
Joanne Tomalin 

Melita 1938-39 William Skidmore, Frances Pierce, Cecil Fos
ter, Dora Dunbar, Margaret Martin, Mignon Taylor, Luella 
Dann. 

Junior Red Cross at work in the school room. 



1912 Melita School Grade 6. L.-A., Back Row: Louise Livesley. Edith Barker, Janet Timms, Della Trotter; Carrie Dobbyn. Ethel 
Bilton, Dorothy Graham. Rita Kenner. Lizzie Reid and Merl Kenner. In Front: Annabel Reid, Sydney Davies, Annie Deacon, Blanche 
Cotton. Centre Row: Cecil Lamont, Bob Anderson, Bob Cochlan. Lome McCallum, Eddie Deacon, Jack Cobb, unknown. Front 
Row: Cliff Cranston, Harry Morrow, Doug Hay, Cy McCallum, Thornton Cassils, Frank Armstrong, Ken Williams, unknown. 

Grade X Melita 1922-23. Back Row: Oswald Kelly, Jimmy 
Duncan, Leslie Anderson. 2nd Row: Tom Lamont, Beth Love. 
Agnes Warren. 3rd Row: Muriel McJannet, unknown, Dora 
Dunbar, Catherine Gillander. Principal John A. Peterson. Front 
Row: George Barker, Agnes Deacon, Elva Whitley, unknown. 

Melita School van 1942 - Drive Ralph Phoenix. L.-R, Back 
Row: Ken Moore, Merlin Phoenix, Aida Kirkup, Melba Dobbyn, 
Fern Phoenix, Edythe and Inez Snyder, Lome Moore, Ron 
Coates. Front Row: Bill Kirkup. Olga Best. Carolyn Best. Gail 
Snyder, Donna Jean Coates, John Snyder. David Loucks. 
Evelyn Parker. 
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Melita High School. Standing: Evelyn Munro. Elaine Boscow, 
Arthur Pope, Gertie Mason, Doug Wilkinson ?, Naomi Under
hill, Doug Minnis, Earl Branston. Frances Jobbins, Anthony 
McNutt, Elsie Westcott, Evelyne Gould, Cecil Greig. Evelyn 
Thompson, Alma Floyd, Jack Junk, Noreen Robinson, Hilda 
Caswell, Ken Wyatt, Enid Hannah, Gerald Bedford, Laura 
Loucks, Olga Kwolek. Eileen Barker. Sitting: Fern Phoenix, 
Louise Munro, Elma Tribe, Reta Ferguson, Bernice Morrow, 
Dorothy Buck, Edythe Snyder, Shirley Branston, Jim Sterling, 
Ron Coates, Bill Coutts, Raymond Lodwick, Raymond Lar
way, Doug Murray, Dave Snitka, Bob Pope, Bill Heath, George 
Williams. 

Melita School Flagstaff 
by Lillian Balderston (now Yeo) 

The following appeared in the October 16, 1924 
issue of the paper: 

Some time ago a CPR official being in Melita 
suggested that members of the school submit essays 
describing the Memorial Flagpole. This was done 



Unveiling School War Memorial. 

and the winners were: 1st Lillian Balderston; 2nd 
- Dora Dunbar. The following is Lillian's essay: 

"At the close of the Great War the pupils of Melita 
High School wished to erect some kind of memorial 
to the memory of twenty-one ex-pupils of the school 
who willingly gave their lives for the cause of human
ity. 

A flagstaff was suggested as an appropriate form 
of memorial. This suggestion was received with great 
enthusiasm, and soon the High School, with the 
hearty support of Mr. Peterson, the Principal, and 
also of the public school, were laying plans to raise 
necessary funds. 

Money was raised by concerts, teas, and war 
trophy exhibition, given under the auspices of the 
school. The prizes won on various field days, were 
gladly given to the good cause. Generous donations 
completed the necessary funds. The total cost of the 
building was six hundred dollars. 

School Honor Roll. 

The flagstaff was erected in front of the school in 
the summer of nineteen twenty-three. The base, 
which is of concrete, is ten feet square at the bottom 
and slants toward the top to eight feet square. This 
foundation is five feet high. On the front of this, and 
facing the street, is a bronze tablet on which is 
inscribed the names of the fallen heroes. 

The superstructure is of steel. There are four 
standards, forty feet in height, and having a spread of 
eight feet at the base. Above these standards is a 
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tubular pole, terminated by a brass ball. The Union 
Jack floats proudly at the top of this eight foot struc
ture, and can be seen for several miles around the 
surrounding country. 

On August 25, many people gathered from far 
and near to the unveiling of the Memorial. The 
speakers of the day reminded the pupils who are now 
attending the Melita School, that this Memorial 
stands before them each day to inspire in them the 
high ideals for which the former pupils so bravely 
gave their lives." 

The Melita and Area Parent Council 
The Parent Council was formed on May 3,1977. 

The purpose of the Parent Council is: to improve 
communications between the home and the school; to 
increase parents' understanding and support of the 
school and classroom activities; and to create a more 
public awareness of community programs and re
sources. The first Parent Council consisted of nine 
parents, the principal, two teachers and two students. 
Bill Russell was the first president and Nelda Wilkin
son the first secretary-treasurer. The annual meeting 
is in November and eligible voters are all parents 
whose children attend the school and all residents 
who live within the school area. 

The Parent Council meets once a month from 
September to June and various programs have been 
presented to the community, such as: Nutrition; 
Drugs and Alcohol; Acquaintance Rape; Computers; 
Special Education Team; and Family Life Education. 
It is an organization which is and will continue to be, 
a vital liaison between the school and the community. 

Melita School Reunion 1979 
On April 10, 1978 at the annual meeting of the 

Melita Golf Club a motion by Larry White, and 
seconded by Ernie Toms, was passed to sponsor and 
organize a Melita School Reunion. On October 19, 
1978 the dates August 4, 5, 6, 1979 were set. The 
committee struck for the reunion consisted of Ken 
Karlander - chairman: Members: Phyllis Dobbyn, 
Lois Bryant, Burt and Darlene Hicks, Jim and Cher
yl Stewart. Sub committees included: Registration 
Phyllis Dobbyn; Balloon raffle - Burt Hicks; 
Dances - Lois Bryant, Barb Pattle, Gail Sambrook, 
Brian and Barb Onslow; Tournament - Ken Kar
lander, Randy Penner, Burt Hicks, Jim Stewart; 
Mugs and Buttons - John Warkentin. 

During the winter and spring months over one 
thousand names and addresses were located, com
piled, indexed and later filed at the town office. 
Individual invitations were mailed out and arrange
ments were made with various groups to sponsor the 
different events. 



Then came the big weekend. 
It started on Saturday morning, August 4th with 

registration at the Primary School where 1,016 signed 
the guest book. On the same day 550 toured the 
museum and even more attended a coffee and tea 
party at the Legion Hall which was beautifully deco
rated for the occasion. This was organized and hosted 
by the town. On Saturday night old friends, class
mates, and acquaintances packed the Legion Hall 
and the Melita and Area Arena to dance to the music 
of "The Music Man" and "Summer Breeze". 

On Sunday, August 5th thirty-one teams partici
pated in a mixed slow pitch ball tournament held at 
River Park and sponsored by the Melita Bisons 
Hockey Club and the Melita Beavers Baseball Club. 
Many of the participants and others as well, enjoyed a 
barbecue that was put on by the Melita Kinsmen and 
Kinette Clubs . 

. Over the three days 175 golfers took the oppor
tumty to play golf on the new grass greens. 

. On Monday morning, August 6th, the Melita 
LI~ns Club served a pancake breakfast to 800 people. 
ThIS was followed by the closing program which 
included: the release of some 1000 helium filled 
balloons: the presentation of a plaque and pin to 
Stafford Dobbyn for being the oldest person attend
ing, the presentation of a pin to Darlene Harris (nee 
McRae) for coming the greatest distance; the presen
tation of a picture of the" old school" to the museum 
by the Russell and Snyder Families and a short ad
dress by the Honorable Jim Downey, then the Minis
ter of Agriculture for the province of Manitoba. 

Comments by people who attended from all over 
the continent were frequently heard during the suc
cessful event. "For Heaven's sake you haven't 
changed a bit!" "Well, I'll be darned!" "Isn't this 
wonderful?" 

Edythe Kirkup, ?, Jim McKinnon, Bernice Minshull Doreen 
Reimer, Audrey Cairns, Inez Snyder, Fay watson', Eunice 
McKinnon, Betty Simpson, Helen Patterson, Aida Sitko. 
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Finale - Balloons contained Melita address to be returned 
1979. ' 

Napinka School District No. 829 
submitted by Laurie Wight 

The first school in Napinka was situated on the 
N.W. 20-4-25, on what we now know as Harold 
Bugg's farm approximately one mile east of town. 
That school was opened in 1884 with Ida Crowell as 
the first teacher. Later Mr. A. E. Slater taught higher 
grades, presumably what we would call Junior High. 
Some farmers went to school in the winters with the 
idea of upgrading an education that they had missed 
when their parents moved from the east. Another 
teacher mentioned in the first school in the village 
"":~s Miss Louise Bodkin. Mr. Slater, a well respected 
cltlzen later became post-master in Napinka and was 
a school trustee for many years. 

The next school was built towards the close of the 
19th century. It was built of stones which were hauled 
from south of #3 highway. Considering the size of 
the rocks, and having no front end loaders or power 
tools makes us realize what a job this must have been. 
The fact that the building is still standing solidly is a 
tribute to its builders. One stonemason who built 
m~ch of the stonework in the district was I. 1. Phinney 
wIth the help of Walter Foster and James Gibson. 
~his stone school consisted of two rooms upstairs, a 
lIbrary, a room downstairs, a furnace room and a 
store room. Like most schools built at that time it was 
minus plumbing. 

It was the lack of this modem necessity that led to 
the building of an addition in 1959-60 which con
sisted of 3 classrooms, a library, small lab , staff room 
and wash rooms. 

The trustees of the school taking on the respon-



Napinka School. 

sibility of building this school were Mr. E. Green, 
Ken Hall, M. 0. Foster, Mary Warwick, Gordon 
Cosgrove, Lloyd Gould and Keith Shennan as Sec. 
Treas. 

It was about this time that the Dept. of Education 
introduced the Unitory System under which High 
Schools came under a Consolidated Board and in 
1968 this system expanded to include elementary. 
With the change over to larger farms and smaller 
families enrolment declined, and the very small 
schools phased out. 

In writing this brief history of Napinka School, 
tribute should be paid to those who worked so hard to 
make the school a livable institution. My thoughts at 
this time go back to some of the caretakers or what we 
today refer to as custodians. Mr. Henry Coomber is 
one deserving of praise, having maintained not only 
the building, but the grounds with beautiful flower 
gardens and well mown lawns. Other members of the 
Coomber family, Vic and Charlie, assisted in later 
years. Following this Mr. Ball, Jim Jones, Harry and 
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Napinka School with addition, 

Brownie Watson and Jim Holden were faithful custo
dians of the plant. 

It would be inappropriate to speak of Napinka 
School without mentioning some of the early trustees 
who come to mind, Mr. R. J. Webb, Mr. A. W. 



Bodkin and Mr. E. Green all served for many years 
without any remuneration. Apologies to those omit
ted. 

Mr. Harold Murphy should receive honorable 
mention, although already listed with the teachers. 
He was principal of Napinka School for about 13 
years. His leadership, sportsmanship and sense of 
fair play were his contributions to the community. 

Other trustees who served after the building of 
the addition were Sam Fonger, Jack Corbett, L. 
Wight, Murray Green, Walter Godfrey, Jim Holden, 
Clarence Jones, W. Brigden, Bud Lindbloom, Law
rence Green and Bill Yeomans. 

The closing of Napinka School as an institution 
of learning was the prelude to the development of the 
present "Drop in Centre." Today it stands as one of 
the most useful and comfortable buildings in 
Napinka, in which to hold small social functions as 
well as a library and recreation centre. The stone 
building is the monument to the pioneers and the 
newer building speaks of the confidence and pride of 
the present generation. 

Teachers: 1894-1975: 
1894 Ida Crowell 
1895 Louise Bodkin 
1896 Annie B. Jamieson 
1896-1901 Mr. A. E. Slater 
1897 R. R. Earle 
1897-1902 Mary E. Hawthorne 
1899 Emily Fraser 
1901 1. H. Cunningham 
1902 M. H. Jones 
1905-1906 Etta Hawthorne 

Rossie M. McKee 
1905-1910 1. Boyd Morrison 
1906-1907 Nellie C. Kelty 
1907 -1908 Margaret McIsaac 
1907 -1909 Elizabeth McFeteridge 

1909 Ruby Moffat 
1910 Arthur Wade 
191O-1912Mary Bodkin 
1911 Angus McNewin 
1911-1912 Laura A. M. Wallace 
1912 Lenore Kaulbach 

John Simpson 
1912-1915 Annie Swanson 
1913-1914 Victor H. Jenkins 
1913-1915 Francis C. Lander 
1916-1919Mr. Beckstead 

Al Stevens 
1917-1919M. Muldoon 
1918-1919H. B. Norton 

Miss Phepackey 
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L.-R., Back Row: Jack Cosgrove, Milne Harbottle, Elliott New
berry, Laurie Wight, Jack Ronaghon, Don Watson, Arnold 
Harbottle. Front Row: Jean Heatherington, Kathleen Davis, 
Eva Boatfield, Lavina Pue, Leita Ramsey, Lavina Mulvey, 
Hazel Hicks, Grace Wight. 

1920-1924 M. Singleton 
Kathleen Cameron 

1920-1926 Miss K. Newcombe 
1920-1933H. Murphy 
1922 Jean Guthie 
1927-1937E. M. Dewitt 
1928 A. Logan 
1930-1931 Willemina Yuill 

(Kilgour) 
Mildred Burnett 
(Slater) 

1935 Ed Well wood 
1935 Mr. Haywood 

John Wilkie 
1937 Mr. Blanchard 

A. M. Young 
1938 Marj Findlay 
1939 Irene Baskier 
1940-1942 Vera Johnson 
1941 Percy Ford 
1942-1944 A. Hickling 
1943 Nellie Pringle 

Napinka. Left Row, Bottom to Top: Lucille Elsey, Rosie 
Watamaniuk, Helen A. Wright, Mary Wainwright, Lavina 
Mulvey, Kathleen Davis, Irma Basker, unknown, Jean Heath
erington. Right Row: Marion Cosgrove, Mabel Heatherington, 
Hazel Hicks ?, Addie Deacon, Irene Lang, Thelma Pritchard, 
Oressa Ronaghon, unknown, Freda Ingram. 



1943-1945 Mary Graham 
1944-1948H. A. Scarlett 
1945 Joyce Brown 
1949-1950 Max Taylor 
1949-1955 E. Grierson 

Inez Body 
1950-1955 Mrs. Mae Dobbyn 
1953 Steve Rifkin 
1954 Marion Staple 

Brian Barley 
1955 William Stewart 
1956 Mrs. O. 1. Melon 
1956-1957 Mrs. Ada Dillan 
1957 Janet L. More 
1958 Frank Lewis 
1958-1959 Myrtle Zamzow (Bell) 
1960 Elsie Miller 
1961-1962 Shirley Andrews 

1962 Myrtle Bell (nee 
Zamzow) 
Wilhemine Stewart 

1963 Helen Dyck 
Jas. Sawchyn 

1963-1965 Tony Rittaler 
1964 Mike Yanick 

Ernie Swaluk 
1964-1965 Eleanor Riddel 

Lillian Spence 
(Downey) 

1965 Agnes Hunter 
T. M. Brown 

1966-1968 Francis 0 Ii ver 
(Hannah) 

1969-1975 Mrs. Marie Daniels 
1971-1974 Marjorie Spence 
1972 Mrs. Dorothy Tasker 
1972-1975 Isabel Kidd 

Peninsula School District No. 907 
submitted by Lillian Yeo 

As a school district, Peninsula came into being in 
1901. It took its name from its geographical position, 
being a narrow neck of land between the Souris River 
Valley on the west, and the Blind Souris River Valley 
on the east, at times being almost surrounded by 
water. 

Peninsula School 1901-1960 (still on original site in 1983). 

The first meeting of the ratepayers of Peninsula 
School District was held at the home of Mr. Frank 
Kell 12-3-27, April 1, 1901. Those taking an active 
part were: Messrs. W. T. Brockinton, A. E. Lines, I. 
T. Lennox, F. Kelly, C. W. Green, C. Burkholder, R. 
Gifford,1. Kain, W. Robson, 1. Williams, W. Heath, 
D. Elliot and F. Oliver (Sr.). Chairman Mr. I. T. 
Lennox, Secretary - Mr. Charlie Green, auditor
Mr. W. T. Brockinton, trustees - Messrs. John 
Williams, Frank Kelly, John Kain; Chairman of the 
board - Mr. lohn Kain, Secretary-Treasurer (salary 
$20) - Mr. John Williams. 

At this time, NW 35-2-27 was owned by two 
gentlemen in eastern Canada. Through their agent in 
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Winnipeg, they donated two acres in the northwest 
comer of this quarter of land, "For as long as it was 
used for school purposes." The building tender of 
Messrs. Johnston and Pope was accepted, and the 
district raised $700 by debentures. 

The first teacher was Miss Agnes Moore, second 
class professional certificate, at a salary of $420 per 
annum. School commenced luly 2, 1901. The enrol
ment was as follows: Kain Annie, Herbert; 
Brockinton-Ada, Harold, Percy; Kelly-Gladys, 
Frank; Williams - Glynn, Kitty and Maurice 
(twins); Robson - Noah; Oliver - Rose; Elliot
Myrtle, Willie, Gordon, Edgar; Carr George (7 
days only). 

During the month Miss Moore resigned. Mr. C. 
Story, third class professional, completed the term at 
$375 per annum. This term ended December 20, 
January and February being holiday months. 

On February 22, 1902, Miss Jessie Furtney com
menced her teaching duties at a salary of $40 per 
month. She held a third class professional certificate 
with two and a half months of Normal School train
ing. 

1904 was the only year for some time in which a 
teacher's convention was reported. On May 8, 1905 
there was no school on account of a blizzard. 

Mr. Williams was Secretary-Treasurer as well as 
trustee for a number of years, but later the practice of 
one person holding both offices was discontinued. 

In 1901 a small stable was built and an addition 
made to it in 1905. Also in 1901, Messrs. George Yeo 
and Tom Davey contracted to dig and crib a well for 
school use; but the water was not of suitable quality 
and could never be used. 

In 1903 an organ was purchased for the school. 
This instrument served the community till the spring 
of 1928, when it was replaced by a good piano. The 
buying of the piano was a community effort and this 
instrument was never school property. 

From the beginning, and for many years, the 
school was heated by coal and wood burning stoves 
of different kinds until the advent of oil burners in the 
early 1950's. The fireman's wage fluctuated with the 
times from 25¢ to 40¢ a morning for the winter 
months. 

Peninsula School had no basement. The stove 
was in the classroom. The school was well stocked 
with library books, two sets of encyclopedia, the 
World Book and Book of Knowledge, wall maps etc. 
The pupils participated in School Field Day parades, 
ball games, fancy drills and all usual activities of the 
day. 

There was an active Junior Red Cross, and many 
Peninsula young people have been active in 4-H, 
school band, and junior sports. Two students from 



the district became class president of their respective 
year in their Grade 12 year at Melita. 

The school was the heart of the community - all 
social life centered around it - Christmas concerts, 
close-of-school picnics, entertainments of all kinds, 
dances, church services and even a funeral. One 
looks back with nostalgia to the good programs, the 
decorating done by pupils and teachers, the home
made lighting effects for lovely pantomimes accom
plished by the use of a car headlight and variously 
coloured tissue paper. Nothing was too much trouble. 
Something that wouldn't be allowed today were real 
candles lighted on a tree somehow nothing hap
pened. 

The home-made ice cream at a picnic was a real 
treat, not the everyday fare provided by the present 
day freezers. 

Debates taught many a young person to stand up 
and speak in public. 

Music for dances was supplied by local talent, in 
the early days by one violin and a "chorder" . From 
1928 on, Peninsula had its own orchestra. As to 
dancing, old and young got into the act together. 
Babies were put to sleep on a bed of coats on the tops 
of desks lined up along the walL During the depres
sion years, it was a good evening if the collection 
taken paid for the coffee and sugar and someone 
always had cream to donate. Over a period of years 
the coffee was made in a copper wash boiler kept for 
the purpose. One evening" when some of the men 
were responsible for the coffee, they didn't have a 
large spoon at hand, so they stirred the brew with the 
handle of an old broom. Sly glances passed among 
the men when the crowd pronounced the coffee "es
pecially good". 

As late as 1927 the school was equipped with flat 
bow 1 coal oil lamps attached to the walls with a metal 
reflector between lamp and wall. Later, and until the 
advent of electricity in 1950, various types of pres
sure lamps and lanterns were used. 

The school had a phone for a few years around 
the later teens and early twenties. 

Church services were held in the early years, the 
Reverend Roche, Christ Church Anglican, Melita, 
being the first minister. During the years Mrs. Bal
derston lived in the district from 1933-34, she 
organized a Sunday school. Children and adults at
tended. 

The one funeral held in the school was that of 
Mrs. Harold White. She passed away at the Clare 
Heath farm during the depression years of the early 
thirties. 

Consolidation with Melita School took place in 
1960, beginning with the fall term. This was the first 
step in the deterioration of community life centered 
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in the old school. The people, through the Peninsula 
Club, tried for nearly two more decades to keep the 
old time spirit alive and well; but time marches on. 

Percy Loucks was the first van driver for Penin
sula. On his sudden passing on April 19, 1963, his 
wife Vina finished the term. He was succeeded by 
Reg Forster. 

Inspectors from 1901-1960 were Messrs. Wright, 
G. Hunter, and 1. A. George. 

Long term offices as Secretary-Treasurer are T. 
S. Loucks, 16 years and Jim Yeo, 21 years. 

A situation which is perhaps unique is that there 
were four rural school buildings in one township -
township 2, range 27, namely Sourisford, South 
Antler, Coulter (new school) and Peninsula. 

Teachers: 1901-1960 1934-1935 Ada Thompson 
1901 A. M. Moore Josephson 

C. A. C. Story 1936-1940 Lucie Brooks Wardle 
1902 Jessie Furtney 1941 Irma Duffy 
1903 Letitia Goudy 1942 Calista Atkinson 
1904 G. W. Graham (Brown) 
1904-1906Jessie Furtney 1943-1944 Gwen McLellan 
1906-1909 Letitia Goudy 1945 Yvonne Mason 
1909 Jessie Furtney (Broome) 
1910-1912 Nellie Thompson 1946 Fay Coates (Watson) 

(Elliott) 1947 Evelyn Monroe (Dell) 
1913-1914N. Morrow 1948 Fay Coates (Watson) 
1915 L. McBain 1949 Olive Trenouth 
1916 Marge Sonne (Murray) 
1917 Miss Robinson 1950 Leona Weber 
1917-1918 Ida Milhousen 1951 Eugene Baker 
1919 Mildred Rogers (Elliot) 1952 Leafa A. Hart 
1920 Gladys E. Griffith 1953 Lois Leigh (Moore) 

(Goodridge) 1954 Joan Stacey (Lesy) 
1921 Catherine McGregor 1955-1956 Mildred Dracek 
1922 Elsie Skelton 1957 Janice Hodgson 
1923 Ethel Wilde 1958 L. H. Bonner 
1924-1925 May Smith (Robson) 1959 Janice Hodgson 
1926 Bertha Wood (Lewis) 1960 Janice Hryciuw (nee 
1927-1933 Lillian Balderson (Yeo) Hodgson) 

Mention may be made here regarding teachers' 
qualifications and salaries. Third class certificates 
became obsolete in the early twenties and from then 
on a person was required to spend 10 months in 
Normal School training to obtain a second class 
certificate. Salaries rose to $800 per annum at Penin
sula before the depression brought about a decline. 
By 1934-35 the Peninsula teacher was receiving only 
$30 a month and board. The family boarding her 
received an allowance of $15 per month applied to 
land taxes. By 1945 conditions were such that there 
was a scarcity of teachers, and from then on to 
consolidation, Peninsula had several permit teachers. 
It must be said that these were courageous young 
people who did a fine job without training. 

The little Peninsula school served its community 
well, and those who attended or taught there look 
back with nostalgia. They recaII, along with learn
ing, the early days of horse racing on the way home 
from school; the long walks in summer, often in bare 
feet; picnics; making hot lunches in winter; skating 



on a nearby pond at noon hour accompanied by the 
teacher; the music and fun indoors when it was too 
cold to go out to play; rehearsals for the Christmas 
concert, and the ball games with a neighboring 
school in preparation for Field Day at Melita; and 
along with many other memories, the school pets. 
Chief among the latter, would be the old and wise 
school horse which had all kinds of tricks of his own, 
though he was ever so faithful on the road. Then there 
was one self-appointed guardian - a dog who ac
companied his young masters for years till he was hit 
by a-car near the school. There were the two kittens 
who paraded into the school, tails up who just 
couldn't be sent back home. One tabby cat attended 
over several years, eating lunch with the children, 
slept, purring loudly on a desk during class. 

It is almost inconceivable that the rural school 
existed from the horse and buggy days to the space 
age. Peninsula's last teacher, Mrs. Jan Hryciuw (nee 
Hodgson) watched with the Harry Champion family 
before daybreak on the morning of February 12, 1960 
as Sputnik two sped from southwest to northeast. As 
Sputnik was being reported by radio from Winnipeg 
it was still visible to them. 

As of 1981, Peninsula school is now owned by a 
third generation Yeo, Jim (Jr.) of Calgary whose 
intention is to preserve it as an historic site. It will 
remain in the district, and a marker for its original 
position is being contemplated by former residents as 
this writing goes to press. 

The Little White School 
by Lillian (Balderston) Yeo 
The little white schoolhouse, 
The heart of the West, 
Played a part in the future 
No one would have guessed. 
The trustees, the neighbors, 
The teachers all true 
Had a deep respect then 
For the Red, White and Blue. 
The homes, representing 
All nations and creeds, 
Sent their children to school 
As befitting their needs. 
Some walked in the dust 
All barefoot in the heat, 
Some rode, horse or buggy, 
In race did compete. 
An oat sheaf in the back, 
Or a small rack of chop, 
Was noon meal for the horse 
With nice green grass to crop. 
With a lunch pail and water, 
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And books, quite a few 
The children were sent off 
To see the day through. 

No "fashion" clothing, 
No fancy school jeans 
Home-made dresses and shirts 
Passed to tots down from teens. 
No "facilities" here, 
Alas and alack! 
Warm summer, cold winter, 
The path was "out back". 

The reading and writing, 
And 'rithmetic class, 
Were a must for all pupils 
Without them, no pass. 
Times tables were learned then 
By memory, and note 
"Lang's grammar was basic" 
The teacher did quote. 

When winter came on 
With its sleet and its snow, 
The little wood stove 
Took on such a warm glow. 
The children, all huddling, 
Around it for heat 
Had faces that burned; 
But cold backs and cold feet. 

Fall work being over 
The folks had a chance 
To take time for pleasure 
Most likely a dance. 
'Twas then the school shook 
To the rhythm and beat 
Of fiddle and call 
Old and young on their feet. 
As sometimes it happened, 
(It wasn't the norm) 
When ready for home 
Folks looked out on a storm. 
"Put on more coffee 
The party's not o'er 
Put babies on desk tops 
And fill up the floor!" 

But much more than dances 
The old school did boast 
Plays, debates, meetings, 
Showers, card games, a host 
Church services, too, 
And it brings back a tear 
For a funeral - a friend 
In a very bad year. 

Concerts at Christmas 
We all recollect 



Think of teachers and pupils 
With greatest respect. 
Each child had a chance 
To take part on that night, 
Though he may have been nervous 
And trembling with fright. 
But he learned, as years passed, 
To stand up on his feet 
And think; and deliver 
A message complete 
And who can say now, 
As we look back in time, 
How many began 
By reciting a rhyme? 
Sleigh rides and skating, 
Soon gave way to spring, 
And ball in the yard 
Was the favourite thing. 
Now practice for Field Day 
Took up all spare time 
The little old school 
Must be shown up as "prime". 
They marched with their banner 
So proud and carefree 
Took part in the sports, 
Prizes one, two or three. 
Then back to exams 
As the month rolled along, 
And then the school picnic. 
The school year was gone! 
One year to work 
But for friends, life's too brief. 
And time steals away 
Those we love, like a thief. 
Two wars took their toll, 
Children scattered amain; 
A great many changes 
From ox-cart to planel 
The years passed so swiftly 
The changes came fast 
Little school on the prairie 
Is part of the past. 
And as we reminisce now, 
('Tis fairly a rule) 
Our roots went down deep 
In the little white school. 

Sourisford School District No. 906 
submitted by Edythe L. (Snyder) Kirkup 

"Having been authorized by the council of 
Arthur Municipality to call the first public meeting in 
the newly formed district of Sourisford No. 906, the 
notice is hereby given that a meeting of ratepayers of 
such school district will be held at the home of Mr. 
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Sourisford School. L.-R.: Dave Davies, Gertie Law, Bessie 
Bonner. 

James Hyde, 30-2-27, on the sixth day of June 1898 
at the hour of 10 o'clock in the morning, for the 
purpose of electing three fit and proper persons to act 
as trustees for such district, and an auditor for the 
current year." So read the first item in the minute 
book of Sourisford No. 906. At this meeting, Mr. 
Dave Elliot acted as chairman and Mr. Joseph Down
ie was secretary. Messrs. Armstrong, William Furt
ney and George Jackson were appointed trustees and 
Mr. Dave Elliot auditor. 

On June 11, 1898 the secretary was instructed to 
post notice of a ratepayers meeting to consider bor
rowing money to build a school. The meeting was 
held June 29. Joseph Downie was chairman and W. 
A. Robinson secretary. R. R. Armstrong made the 
motion and George Skelton seconded that the trus
tees borrow $500 to be used to erect a school. This 
was done by issuing debentures. Ratepayers present 
were 1. Hyde, R. R. Armstrong, John Sharp, William 
Furtney, Charles Furtney, George Jackson, George 
Skelton, James Downie and W. A. Robinson. In July 
of that year the trustees authorized the secretary to 
write for permission to have the school site on 
29-2-27 and to purchase a school seal. A public 
meeting was held November 4, 1898 at Charles Furt
ney's to determine the site. The meeting adjourned to 
the suggested grounds and after deciding the most 
likely places of securing water, Trustees Hyde and 
Furtney made a motion that tests be made for water 
and a second motion empowered the trustees to build 
a school at the best site as soon as possible. 

In April 1899 the site was to be on the northwest 
corner of 29-2-27. The tender of Mr. R. 1. Humphrey 
for $480 was accepted to build the school. The trus
tees were to volunteer their help to bring the materials 
to the site. A Mr. McLeod did the plastering. The 
building was finished in June 1899. It was noted Mr. 
Humphrey was paid in full the sum of $473. 

The land included in this school district was in 
Arthur Municipality: NW 15; N 16; N 17; all of 19, 



20,21,22; W 27; all of28, 29, 30, 31, 32, and 33 in 
Township Two, Range 27; Sections 13, 24, 25; E 26; 
E 27; all of 36, in Township Two, Range 28; and 
Sections 3, 4; S 5, S 6, in Township Three, Range 27. 

Arthur tax roll 1903 included the following 
names as paying taxes: Dave Elliot, James Downie, 
Amos Snyder, A. D. Thompson, 1. W. Snyder, Ed
ward Furtney, C. R. Furtney, McBain Brothers, F. 
Coulter, Thomas Davies, Robert Vance, James Bar
rett, W. F. Thomas, Thomas Woodcock, 1. W. Big
ford, Fred Husband, 1. G. Cheney, W. A. Robinson, 
W. B. Burnett, Jellis, 1. B. Elliot, F. Harden, W. 
Reddaway, Mark Wren, James Mee, 1. W. Hyde, 
George Gould, Thomas Aikens, Alfred Gould, W. 
Harcourt, and M. S. Shantz. 

Sourisford School opened for the fall term in 
1899 with eight pupils and Mr. George Archibald in 
charge. Although the pupil names are not available, it 
is possible that some of them could have been Winnie 
Armstrong (Scott), Archie Thompson, Nellie 
Thompson (Elliot) and Myrtle Elliot (Crane). 

Plans were made to improve the school grounds 
and plant trees. The ratepayers would volunteer their 
help. May, 1900 found the board ordering more 
desks, maps, and paint for the building. It is noted at 
this point that securing school teachers was not an 
easy job. Trustees often advertised several times and 
often there were two or three different teachers in a 
year. 

At the 1901 annual meeting, the trustees were 
given permission to levy sufficient money to build a 
school stable, 20' x 24'. The amount was $344.20 
and a well was to be included. Mr. Armstrong hauled 
the building material from Elva for the stable and 
well cribbing. He was paid $8. Mr. Bigford and Mr. 
Woodcock built the barn. Mr. Bridges dug and 
cribbed the well in 1902. 
"e_. In June 1903 a meeting was called to consider 
moving the school to SW 33-2-27. Two trustees 
attended and the meeting was rescheduled. It was felt 
some of the pupils had too far to go, because of 
crossing the creek. There was no real solution and the 
school stayed. 

The caretaking, lighting fires, and sweeping, was 
done by the older pupils or young men of the district, 
at 10¢ per day. 

As was the practice of those times, the school 
inspector made regular visits to the school, giving 
assistance to the teachers and taking reports of the 
student and teacher progress, and the condition of 
school and supplies to the Department of Education. 
Inspectors who visited Sourisford were W. 1. Parr, D. 
1. Wright and G. Hunter. 

Names of trustees found in records were: D. 
Elliot, R. R. Armstrong, William Furtney, 1. Hyde, 
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George Jackson, James Downie, 1. W. Snyder, A. D. 
Thompson, Thomas Weston, C. R. Furtney, G. L. 
Skelton, Haldon Sisson, Thomas Davies, James 
Shannon, Ira Snyder, H. Weston and Everette 
Robertson. Each seemed to take his turn at each 
office and more than once in earlier years dipped into 
their own pockets to pay the teachers' salaries, to be 
paid back when the school levy arrived. A mention 
could be made here of the beautiful penmanship 
displayed by these men. 

The highlight of the school year was the Christ
mas Concert. The teacher and pupils worked hard for 
this. Music for one of the first concerts was provided 
by Russell Downie and his violin. The Christmas 
tree, a Manitoba Maple, was cut from the bush at the 
creek and decorated with strings of popcorn and 
rosebuds and red and green crepe paper garlands. An 
organ was purchased about 1910 and provided much 
entertainment. On one or more occasions the au
diences were entertained by a quartet of Mr. and Mrs. 
James Hyde, John Snyder and Mrs. George Skelton 
(Rebecca Snyder). 

Sourisford School 1909 - teacher Gertrude Mason. L-R., 
Back Row: Florence Jackson, Jessie Woodcock, Bessie 
Weston, Edith Snyder, Billie Woodcock, Ira Snyder, Hally 
Weston, Donald Downie. Front Row: Clifford Snyder, ? Bailey, 
Arnold Snyder, Warren Jackson, Russell Furtney. 

The first complete roll call to be found was for 
1909. The pupils were Warren Jackson, Arnold 
Snyder, Donald Downie, Clifford Snyder, Florence 
Jackson, Edith Snyder, Ira Snyder, Frank Downie, 
Jessie Woodcock, William Woodcock, Bessie Wes
ton, Haldon Weston, Hazel Hill and Colin Downie. 

Throughout the years other family names found 
in records were: Skelton, Fraser, Holmes, Sisson, 
Jones, Shannon, Davies, Jamieson, Myles, Leadbea
ter, Clinch, Furtney, Bird, Mercier, Crockett, Cook, 
Dyck, McLure and Siemens. There is no trace of 



complete records from the opening of Sourisford 
until 1915, so there are a number of names missing. 

In 1911 there was a scarlet fever epidemic and 
many very sick people. 

In 1915 with Miss G. Mason teacher, the trustees 
voted to join other schools of Arthur and Edward in 
the Boys and Girls Club, School Fair and Field Day. 

In 1931 Sourisford School closed because of lack 
of pupils. There were three pupils left. Transporta
tion fees were provided then for students to be driven 
to the nearest schooL This practice continued, when 
there were pupils, until 1961. At this time the school 
district was transferred to Edward School District 
No. 2353 and Consolidated School District of Melita 
No. 440. 

For a time the community continued to have 
Christmas entertainment, card parties, and dances, 
with the ladies bringing lunch. Coffee was made in a 
wash boiler and brought from the home of the closest 
neighbour. Many are the memories of two one act 
plays "Papa's Convention" and "Hist She's A Man" 
and the local production of "Major Bowes Amateur 
Hour" . 
Sourisford School Teachers 1899-1931 
1899 George Archibald 
1900 Jessie Furtney 

(Kennedy) 
Janetta Landreth 
(Hamelin) 
Maggie Robb 

1901 Pauline Smith 
1902 Annie B. Jamieson 

Miss A. Bailey 
1905 Mary L. Wright 
1906 Allis Baxter 
1907 Jessie Furtney 

(Kennedy) 
1908 Mary E. Campbell 
1909 Miss E. Dougall 

Gertrude Mason 
(Russell) 

1915 Maude Rooks (Shier) 
Ruby McDonald 
Alice Lutz 

1916 Guy Burnett 

1916 Miss G. Bride 
1917 Gertrude Bride (McRae) 

Edith Stewart 
1918 Edith Stewart 

Hattie Harrington 
1919 Grace Davidson 

Clara B. Haskin 
1920 Grace Mayes 

(McKinney) 
1923 Mary Gillander (Nichol) 
1924 Mildred Spurrier 

(Holmes) 
1925 Grace E. Wright 
1926 Vera Mason (Heslop) 
1927 Katherine Gillander 

(Snyder) 
1928 Vera Mason (Heslop) 
1930-31 Katharine Dempsey 

(Conway) 

South Antler School District No. 351 
submitted by Ruby Andrews 

South Antler was one of the oldest schools in the 
southwest with the school district being formed in 
1884. The school was built on the NE 4-2-27. It got 
its name from being located near the South Antler 
Creek. 

No early registers or minute books are available 
prior to 1903. Children from the 1. F. Atkinson family 
attended in the early years of the school's existence. 

The first meeting recorded in the minute book on 
hand, was held in the school on May 9, 1905. Trus
tees 1. McKague and Frank: Harden accepted the 
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resignation of John B. Elliott as secretary. William 
Burnett, was appointed to fill this vacancy at a salary 
of $20 per year. Later trustees elected were 1. Shantz, 
Alex Miller, Ed Andrews, and W. Jellis. 

The teacher's salary in 1903 was $350 for seven 
months. By 1905 it had risen to $500. Records in 
1912 showed the teacher receiving $625. Most teach
ers of that time held a third class certificate. 

School enrolment most years hovered in the 20's, 
but by July 1905, had risen to 40 and 1908 records 
showed 46 on the school register. During 1915, the 
last year the old South Antler operated, 20 pupils 
were enrolled. 

Annual school meetings were usually held in 
December or January. The special school levy ranged 
from $400 to $600. Items in the minute book show 
that the school was kept in repair, cleaned regularly, 
and supplies provided. In 1904 the board decided to 
have a well put down, and buy a pump for said well. 

Two years later the stove was replaced and a cedar 
flag pole erected in compliance with instructions 
from the Department of Education. 

At a meeting held March 27, 1908, the board 
decided to have the outside of the school painted that 
summer at a cost of $35 for two coats. 

In February 1909, a selection of books for a 
school library was to be made. Total cost not to 
exceed $50. 

By 1909 it was thought advisable for the South 
Antler District to unite with the Coultervale District 
to the south and form a consolidated district provided 
Coultervale be willing. The secretary was to contact 
the department for full particulars. 

A special meeting was held August 10, 1909, in 
accordance with a petition presented to discuss con
solidation. Voters attending included 1. H. Shantz, 1. 
F. Atkinson, A. Gould, W. Jellis, E. Andrews, M. 
Wren, R. Collard, James Mee, F. Harden, W. Redda
way, W. McKague, 1. G. Cosgrove, W. Burke, 1. S. 
Cosgrove, G. T. Cosgrove, 1. B. Elliott. Votes cast 
resulted in a tie vote with the chairman, 1. M. 
McKague casting the deciding vote in favour of con
solidation. 

The Municipality of Arthur was requested to pass 
a by-law to unite the School Districts of Coultervale 
and South Antler and that the name of the new district 
be Antlervale. Matters appeared to progress as far as 
deciding that books and cash on hand be turned to 
Antlervale S.D. 

On March 28, 1911, a meeting of the re-formed 
S. D. of South Antler was held to elect a school 
board. The trustees were 1. B. Elliott, W. Burnett and 
1. McKague. 

During the summer of 1914 the old South Antler 
school met disaster through a fire. Arrangements 



were made to rent the Forester's Hall in Coulter at $5 
per month and for the next year classes were held 
there. 

Discussion was started on enlarging and dividing 
the school district. It appears that on July 17, 1914, 
the Board of Arbitration gave a decision against this. 
However, the ratepayers appeared to have persisted 
and in March of 1915, a meeting was held for the 
election of trustees for the western district, with a 
joint board of the two districts to carryon to the end 
of the year. 

The remaining effects of the old South Antler 
School were disposed of at a ratepayers meeting May 
29,1915. The school playground was returned to Mr. 
W. 1. Jellis with a clear title. 

South Antler School. 

TEACHERS: 1884-1914 
1884-1886 unknown 
1887-f888S. A. Preston 
1889-1890 Sarah Bride 
1891 Maggie F. McRae 
1892-1893 James McNeil 
1894 Robert Fletcher 
1895 A. E. Kenner 

Dusse Yeomans (Lee) 
1896 J. McNeil 
1897 R. D. Bruce 
1898-1899 William Burnett 
1900-1902 Annie Hodnett 
1902 Edward Brice 

1903 Miss Tighe 
1904 Unknown 
1905 Edwin L. Little 
1905-1906 Lavina Whittaker 
1906-1907 Christina I. Mcfadden 
1907 William D. Bayley 
1908-1909 Margaret M. Morrison 
1909-1910 Charles 1. R. Siddle 
1910 Mayne McFetridge 
1911 Ellen Cameron 
1911-1912 Emma 1. Perry 
1913 Grace Burns 
1914 Dell Park 

South Antler School District No. 351 
(Second School) 
submitted by Douglas Wren 

A ratepayers meeting was held at Cameron 
March 22, 1915 for the purpose of electing trustees 
for the South Antler School District No. 351. Trus
tees elected were 1. H. Shantz - Chairman; Mark 
Wren - Secretary-Treasurer; James Mee - Trustee; 
Thomas Aitken - Auditor. 

The new school site was on SE 6-2-27 built by R. 
N. Wyatt. The school, stable and closets cost $1,735. 
School opened September 1915, with the first teacher 
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being Miss Florence McKinnon at $55 per month. 
Pupils attending were Bill, Lina and Vema Mee; 
Goldwin, Ida and Eva Wren; Cecil, Gussie and Stella 
Myles; John, Ernest, Laura and Irene Ruskin; 
Muloeys; Bella, Lizzie and Oscar Hill; Hector, Elsie 
and Bob Scott. Several of the older boys did not 
attend until winter. 

The school became the centre for gatherings in 
the district. Concerts, dances and box socials were 
some activities. A big event was Field Day, also the 
Fall Fair at Lyleton where the schools competed, the 
girls with sewing and baking, the boys showing live
stock and vegetable exhibits. 

In the twenties the school yard was landscaped 
with trees, new swings and a basketball court. Girls' 
teams came from Coultervale and Lyleton and many 
close games were played. 

The school was sold by auction in 1961. 

TEACHERS: 1915-1954 
1915 F. McKinnon 
1916 Minnie McKague 
1917 Cora Pridgeon 
1918 Laura Darby 
1919-1920 Hazel McSawyer 
1921-1922 Gladys Bahone 
1923-1925 Alice Rusenel 
1926 F. E. Fletcher 
1927 E. M. Eldred 
1928 Edna Eldred 
1929 Marion Barton 
\930-\932 Ruby Robertson 
1933-1934 Irene Robertson 

(Cameron) 

1935-1936 Ella T. Aitkens (Smith) 
1937-1938 Eileen Crowe (Alston) 
1939 Constance Clarke 

(Dann) 
1940-1941 Sarah Wilson 
1942-1947 School Closed 
1948 Donald L. Thierry 
1949 Dorothy Thompson 
1950 Yvonne Loiselle 
1951 Gordon Stone 
1952 Gillan Greaves 
1953 Mrs. Gordon Peddon 
1954 Patricia Lynn Scott 

Verona School District No. 409 
submitted by Ada Josephson 

The School District of Verona was formed in 
1885 at a meeting held July 24. Trustees of the first 
school board were: Allan Slater, George Forster and 
James Reid, chairman. George Hutton was Secre
tary-treasurer and W. H. Sheffield was appointed 
auditor. The ratepayers at this meeting were: A. R. 
Higgins, W 22-2-26; Henry Wickham, NE 12-2-26; 
Fred Wickham, N 32-2-26. After much discussion 

Verona School, 1914. 



they raised money by selling ten debentures at $40. 
These were picked up by Atkins and Montgomery of 
Winnipeg at 8% interest. The school was to be 18' x 
24' x 10' . Temple Brothers of Waskada contracted to 
build the school for $78. It was built on the NE comer 
of 16-2-26. 

On March 26, 1886 the Verona School was regis
tered 409. The first teacher, A. F. Higgins began his 
duties April 10, 1886. 

In 1891 it was decided that the school was not 
central enough. For the sum of $25, James Smart 
moved it to NE 10-2-26. The following year a porch 
was added by John Johnson for $25. 

The location of the school was still not satisfacto
ry. At a special meeting held June 26, 1897 a vote was 
passed to have it moved. One acre of land was pur
chased from H. L. Hamilton for $10 and the school 
was moved to its present site 15-1-26. At this time 
debentures to the value of $300 were sold to improve 
the school. 

In 1898, the "school year" was changed from six 
months to ten months. 

In 1918, a school was built on the same site for the 
sum of $3,550. The contractor was George Gourley. 
The old school was sold and moved out of the district. 
The new school had a full-size basement with a row 
of windows in the south wall to give plenty of light. 
There was a coal room, store room, a cistern and an 
indoor toilet. A large pipeless furnace kept the class
room warm. The classroom seemed large in those 
days and there were two cloakrooms. In the boys' 
cloakroom was a sink and water pump. 

In 1922 a bam was built. 
The school district of Verona consolidated in 

1957. 
During the years that this school operated it had 

five inspectors, namely: A. S. Rose, D. 1. Wright, S. 
E. Lang, George Hunter and 1. A. George. 

The "old" Verona School was typical of most 
other one room schools built in the pioneer days. 
There were three windows on each side, a porch at 
the entrance and a wood shed at the other end of the 
building. The furnishings consisted of double desks 
and benches that stood along the wall to be used for 
extra seats when needed. The teacher's desk had a top 
that lifted up. Inside was space for the register, etc. A 
small comer cupboard held the library books. On the 
front wall was the only blackboard. A globe was 
suspended from the ceiling on a pulley so it could be 
pushed up when not in use. 

A potbellied stove stood in the centre of the room. 
Those pupils sitting close to it sometimes sweltered, 
while those near the walls shivered. The teacher or an 
older pupil tended the fire. The teacher was also the 
caretaker of the school. During summer vacation 
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there would be a "bee" to houseclean. The lighting 
of the school was provided by small coal oil lamps 
sitting on brackets attached to the wall, out of reach of 
the children. 

In place of scribblers the children used slates, 
with slate pencils that "squeaked." Each pupil had a 
bottle of water and a cloth to wash the slate after each 
lesson. There were no workboards for the teacher to 
correct after school. 

Each child brought lunch in a tin pail usually a 
lard pail or syrup pail. Pails had wire handles in those 
days. They also brought their own drinking water 
from home. The outdoor toilet was used winter and 
summer. 

Besides the 3 "R"s the children studied gram
mar, composition, geography, history, agriculture 
and art. On Friday, the last hour of the school day was 
often used for a spelling bee. 

In the year 1913 the pupils were fortunate to have 
Jack Nimo come to the school once a week to give 
elocution lessons. Jack was the elevator agent at 
Dalny at that time. 

Those pupils lucky enough to remain in school 
until they took Grade 8, had to go to Waskada to write 
the Entrance Examinations, which were set by the 
Department of Education. That was a worrisome 
time for teacher as well pupil as the teacher's chances 
of being rehired sometimes depended on whether the 
Grade 8's passed or failed. In preparing for these 
examinations many hours were spent on maps alone, 
as those had to be drawn freehand from memory. 

Playground equipment consisted of a swing. In 
later years baseball and then softball was introQuced. 
in the 1920's basketball for the girls was added 
thanks to Myrtle Thompson (Phillips), the teacher at 
that time. before that it was Hide and Seek, Pump
Pump-Pullaway, Anti-Over, or Prisoner's Base. 

The highlight of the school year was the Christ
mas concert. It was surprising how much talent was 
brought to light at that time. At one concert in the 
early thirties the pupils of Verona had a seven piece 
orchestra consisting of organ, violins, guitars and a 
banjo. They helped to provide much of the music for 
the regular dances. 

Field Day was an important school event. Some 
people will remember, when they went from 
Waskada to Deloraine by train to take part in the 
Field day_ In later years Verona School attended Field 
Day in Melita. Those long parades with colorful 
banners and costumes were an impressive sight. 

Around the early twenties a Boys' and Girls' Club 
was organized. I believe this to be the beginning of 
4H. In the fall a club fair was held in Waskada where 
the boys and girls exhibited such things as sewing, 
baking, pigs and chickens to name a few. Those 



Back Row: Hazel Rowe, Bob Palmer, Grant Rowe, Elsie Neu
man, Shirley Maxwell, Dorothy Maxwell, Gordon Cheyne. 
Front Row: Jack Cheyne, Floyd Cheyne, Bob Vanbeselaere, 
Evelyn Vanbeselaere, Bob Cheyne, Jim Cheyne, Margaret 
Thompson (teacher). 

raising pigs had to show records of the feed used and 
the weight from week to week. The girls had a sewing 
instructor but the baking instruction was left to each 
mother. The school teacher was responsible for the 
school exhibits. 

To finish off the school years there was always a 
school picnic. Sometimes this was held at the school. 
More often it was held at Sousters, or at Stacks. One 
year when it was held at Sousters, Mrs. Souster had 
an elderly lady, Mrs. Pringle, visiting her. Her home 
had been in Scotland. As a special treat, Henry 
Thompson took Bob Hamilton to the picnic to play 
the bagpipes for Mrs. Pringle. She was thrilled. 
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The school was a community centre for church, 
socials and meetings. The community was well 
organized and the people were good community 
workers. 

The first church service was held in the school in 
1887. A few years later the ministers from the three 
churches in Waskada, namely, Anglican, Pres
byterian and Methodist, took turns weekly, preach
ing at Verona. Everyone in the community attended 
all services. Mrs. Ed Colquhoun played the organ. 
After her death Jean Rutherford played. Later Mrs. 
Ernest Hooper for years, was organist for church and 
Christmas concerts. If it happened that a minister 
was not available, Mr. Ed Colquhoun took the ser
vice. When Sunday School was organized Mr. Col
quhoun was the superintendent for many years. 

During the years of the first world war, the ladies 
of the district became members of "Queen Mary's 
Guild". Their purpose was to work for the war effort 
by knitting, sewing, and packing food parcels for the 
soldiers overseas. One of their projects was a quilt 
they made. Each block had a name embroidered on 
it. If you wanted your name on the quilt you paid a 
designated sum. The quilt was raffled. 

Verona had a very active Grain Growers Associa
tion. They too, held their meetings in the school
house. Records of these meetings have been lost. I 
believe, it was this organization that later became 
known as the U .EM. (United Farmers of Manitoba). 
The ladies organized and joined the United Farm 



Women of Manitoba. These records too, have been 
lost. 

Over the years many dances, socials, wedding 
showers and concerts were held in the school. For the 
dances, admission was paid by the men. The ladies 
provided lunch, and the music was supplied freely by 
musicians of the community and surrounding dis
tricts. The money collected from the men was used 
for supplies such as gasoline and mantles for the 
lamps, floor wax, sugar, tea and coffee. The coffee 
was brewed in a copper wash boiler and sometimes 
stirred with the broom handle. These dances lasted 
from 9 p.m. t04a.m. Then it was time to pile into the 
sleigh and head for home. 

Verona school still remains as a community cen
tre. 

For any mistakes or omissions in this "History of 
Verona" I humbly apologize. After a hundred years 
too many records have been lost, and those who 
experienced the pioneer days have passed on. 

The following poem was written in 1977 by Mrs. 
Lome Rutherford (nee Bessie Branscombe) who 
came from New Brunswick to teach at Verona in the 
years of 1913 and 1915. Mrs. Rutherford, who pres
ently lives in Winnipeg, is still active in community 
work. 

The Little Red School House 
The little red school house has disappeared 
And will never be known by many, it's feared 
But many old timers will remember it well 
And of its history great stories could tell 
It stood by the road on the prairie bare, 
A janitor often was not there to care. 
But it was always considered well kept, 
For the teacher saw it had been swept. 
The large coal stove stood by the door, 
In winter one could hear it roar. 
For children had to drive so far, 
No one was brought there in a car. 
Many a child had very cold feet, 
And had to be seated near the heat. 
The seats were always built for two, 
Small ones in front - the back larger grew. 
Sometimes not much Science was taught, 
But the 3 "R"s were given much thought. 
Many of our great men got lessons here, 
No "Higher learning" was then very near. 
Teachers considered it a pleasure, 
To give their best in a good measure. 
The community gatherings met here, 
People came from far and near. 
The Christmas concert was such fun, 
Remembered long after it was done. 
The children watched with great delight, 
For Santa Claus to come in sight. 
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The older ones look at this little school, 
Where they have learned the "Golden Rule" . 
The Little Red School House served us well, 
We know that history will tell. 

TEACHERS: 1885-1957 
1886 A. F. Higgins M. Thompson 
1887 Unknown (Phillips) 
1888 Pennie Veltala 1923 B. M. Maude Taylor 
1889 Annie Thompson 1924 Spencer Percival 
1890 Clara White Hazel F. Gorham 
1891 Terra Veitch (Wright) 

Jeanette Stead 1925-1926 Bentina Erlandson 
1892 Clara White 1927 Olive Marion Powne 

Clara Potter (Mills) 
1893 Mary E. Campbell 1928-1929 Beatrice Fern Orriss 
1894-1895J. W. Reid 1930-\931 Hazel Smith (Fowler) 
1896 M. Afflec 1932-1934 Ada Thompson 
1897 E. M. McRlrlane (Josephson) 
1898-1900 Nellie Sutherland 1934-1942 Margaret A. Thompson 
1900 Lizzie B. Craig (Sundal) 
1901 Nettie L. Harrison 1942·1944 Marjorie E. Palmer 
1902-1904 Unknown (Tooke) 
1905 Jean Robson 1944-1946 Ruth E. Holden 
1906 Francis K. Purdie (Bennie) 
1907 Vera Strange 1946 Lois Holden 
1908 Sarah Hunter (Kirkwood) 
1909 Lillian Delaware 1947 Audrey Lowery 
1910 Margaret Fletcher 1948 William Skiydlowsky 
1911-1912C. Strachan 1949 Jeanne G. Colleaux 
1912 1. G. McDonald (Usunier) 
1913-1915 Bessie Branscombe 1950 Shirley Culbertson 

(Rutherlord) (Cameron) 
1914 Annie Johnston 1951 Dorothy Trefry (Beatty) 
1915 A. M. Johnston 1952 Shirley Stonehouse 

Laura M. Robinson (Smart) 
1916-1917 Belle Millar (Penson) 1953 D. Keith Kobbledick 
1917 Helen Sage Daphne Pratt 
1918 Pearl A. Brown (Milne) 1954 Helen Fisher (Howden) 
19 19-1920 Stenna M. Barnett 1955 E. 1. Schapansky 

(Holden) (Cheyne) 
1921 Sadie Leslie 1956 Mrs. Gwen Temple 
1922 Dora Finnen (Croome) 1957 Mrs. Elsie Maxwell 

West Brenda School District No. 388 
submitted by Ada Jones (Sherman) 

The school was opened in 1882 on N. W. 20-4-26, 
but there are no records or registers until 1887 . Some 
of the secretary-treasurers were: 1. A. Salisbury 
1896, D. Jamieson 1898-1904, J. A. Ketcheson 1906, 
A. B. Flemington 1917, W. 1. Cobb 1923, Grant 
Sherman 1925-1926, Keith Sherman 1939-1960. A 
few of the trustees were: R. W. Edmanson, W. A. P. 
Sinclair, W. Cole, 1. P. Salisbury, Thomas Hope, F. 
Ketcheson,1. A. Clare, Harry Barker, Scott Sherman 
(Sr.), William Oxley, George Buse, George Carr, A. 
G. Flemington, John Seabrook, Kirby Seabrook, 
Amos Rawlinson, Mrs. Charles Desender, A. W. 
Wood, Walter Oxley, Alvin Halls, Jake Lampertz, 
John Ashcroft, Howard Jones, Adam Carr, George 
Watson and Les Rawlinson. 

School expenditures for 1898-99 are recorded at 
$498. In 1900 the teacher's salary was $360 (per 
annum). In 1914 Clara Dewitt taught for $25 per 
month. A notation at the end of 1920 that the teacher's 
annual salary was $700 and in 1921 had become $100 



West Brenda School 1940s. 

West Brenda 1944. L. Back to Front: Lareen Junk, George 
Lampertz, Ada Sherman, Isabelle Lavigne, Roy Lavigne, 
Scott Sherman. Right: Doreen Junk, John Halls, Evelyn Lav
igne, Irene Lavigne. 

per month. In 1935 the teachers received board plus 
$240 a year. The school was closed for the month of 
January 1936. Lackoffunds, and children, prevented 
the school reopening until the fall of 1937. The teach
er's salary was now $438.25 per year. Teacher's 
wages in 1941 were $600 per annum; in 1943 $800; in 
1945 $1200, and in 1948 $1000. 

At Easter break in 1949 the school was closed for 
lack of pupils and a van route was set up to Melita 
School. Later the route was voted to go to Napinka, 
because more children were living closer to that 
town. At that time ten children were being trans
ported by van, with Clarence Jones being the van 
driver for $6 per day. 
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In 1957, on July 10, tenders were let for the sale of 
West Brenda School, stable, blackboards, etc. The 
blackboards went to the Napinka School, the stable 
sold to Scott Sherman, and the school went to Allan 
Gould. It is presently being used as a granary on 
Allan's land. 

The final meeting was held in West Brenda 
School house was August 2, 1957. Meetings were 
held in the homes from then until the 1959-60 school 
year, as taxes were paid to Napinka School for bus 
transportation, etc. Melita offered to take our stu
dents and the van driver was Les Barker from 
1957-1959. Thus ended the story of West Brenda. 

Teachers: 1887-1949 
1887 Ida M. Crowell 
1888 Annie Munro 

Mr. McQueen 
1889 Henry Thompson 
1890 Hattie B. Jackson 
1890-1891 Marie Morrison 
1892-1893 Aggie M. Yeomans 
1893 Lena A. Ross 
1894 Marie Morrison 

Clara Bastedo 
1895 Florence H. Barrager 
1896-1897 Thomas Drew 
1898 Andrew Slater 
1899 Vina C. Dobbyn 

(Porteous) 
1899-1900 Belle Bartholomew 

(Edmanson) 
1900 Edith Demorest 
1901 Maggie Robb 

F. Ethel Main 
1902 Harry Lewis 
1903 Ethel Main 
1904-1905 Elva V. Edmanson 
1906 Mary Bodkin 
1907 Jennie Graham 
1907-1908 Minnie Dalzell 
1908-1909 Laura Laughlin 
1909 Ella 1. Taylor 
1910 Reita Smith 
1910-1911 Jessie E. Hamilton 
1911 Mrs. Beger 
1912 Laura McLeod 
1912-1913 Pearl E. Leigh (Wilson) 
1913 Clara Dewitt 

To West Brenda 

1915-1916Edna Muldoon 
1915 Marion Forsythe 

(Coates) 
1916-1917 Margaret Beveridge 
1917 Gertrude Bray 
1918-1919 Marion Reid 

(Robinson) 
1920 Helen Steedsman 
1921 Hazel Dale (Oberlin) 
1922-1923 Gertrude Slater 
1923-1925 Wilda Manson 
1925 Muriel Cobb (Orange) 
1926-1927 Margaret Potter 

(Renton) 
1928 Lillian Popkin 
1929 Faith Hill 
1930 Eva Swartzman 

(Durnin) 
1931-1933 Ruth Howden (Boulton) 
1934 Unknown 
1935 Hazel Aldis (Babcock) 
1936 School Closed 
1937-1938 Antoinette Huybrecht 
1939 Gertrude Conrad 
1940 Calista Atkinson 

(Brown) 
1941-1942 Freda Williams 

(Nelson) 
1943 Ruth MacKinnon 
1944 Ardyth Yerex 
1945 Eldera Sissons (Park) 
1946 Doreen Cowling 

(Scharf) 
1947 Olive Potier 
1948-1949 Kathleen Wark (Ross) 

When I look back on boyhood days, 
With the schoolhouse down the road aways, 
The following items I well remember, 
That happened there in old West Brenda. 
The years roll back to nineteen nine, 
With weather warm and days quite fine. 
I still recall we carried a slate, 
And never dared to come in late. 
I see the teacher at the door, 
With broom in hand, to sweep the floor. 
At recess time, all went to play, 
Homeward at four we wend our way. 
On Sunday the school was used for church, 
The homemade pulpit was made of birch, 



In the evenings baseball was played on the 
grounds, 

With everyone coming from miles around. 
One time the teacher dismissed the class, 
To see the last wild buffalo pass, 
Three local nimrods chased the beast, 
Their aim was poor, so they had no feast. 
The winter time seemed best of all, 
When flakes of snow began to fall. 
Skating parties on the old creek bed, 
With weiner roasts on coals so red. 
The schoolhouse now has been moved away, 
And where it once stood, they now mow hay. 
All things change as time slowly passes, 
So to West Brenda we now raise our glasses. 
A district quite rich in friendly lore, 
Divided now will soon be no more. 
We mourn the loss of this our sphere, 
Of neighborly love and folks so dear. 
A toast to all for what its worth, 
Who claim West Brenda their place of birth. 
They have a heritage, and may proudly boast, 
The best little district from coast to coast. 

written by H. Keith Sherman Napinka 

Field Day 
The annual school Field Day which became such 

an important event to our town and surrounding 
district was first held June 11, 1920. (The first re
corded Field Day in the school registers was in Delo
raine, 1916.) This day was sponsored by a 
community committee and was held as such until the 
1950's. With the formation of school divisions the 
day was combined with Waskada, later Deloraine 
was included. 

The available programs tell us the parade as
sembled in the grounds of the former Melita School 
on Ash Street. Pupils from each school were dressed 
in costume matching their banner. At 10 A.M. the 
parade led by the band proceeded along Summit 
Street and then south on Main Street, along Front 
Street to River Park. The parade route, particularly 
on Main Street, was crowded with spectators. 

On arrival at the Park the pupils formed in school 
groups in front of the grandstand. Dignitaries gave 
addresses of welcome and prize winners were an
nounced for the categories in competition for march
ing. Lunch break followed. Mother had many 
preparations to make for dinner and supper picnics 
for their families on such a day of excitement. 

The afternoon activities began with drills and 
folk dances on a platform in front of the grandstand. 
In later years these were held immediately following 
the parade to allow the children more time for team 
events. 
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Track and field competitions, basketball, base
ball, and later softball, and dodgeball events 
provided the program for the afternoon. The final 
games were an exciting close to a full day of ac
tivities. 

The program varied, occasionally midway attrac
tions were included. In 1921 a tug of war took place 
and in 1928 fireworks and a bonfire completed the 
day. Often Waskada and Melita schools attended 
each others big day, greatly adding to the competi
tions and excitement. 

The festivities were brought to a close with a 
dance. This was held at the pavilion in River Park in 
1925, later at the Melita Theatre and then in the 
Coliseum. 

Flooding at River Park, also weather conditions, 
necessitated the cancellations of Field Day. Those 
recorded cancellations were in 1927, 1948, 1949, 
1950, and 1953. 

The last recorded Field Day was in 1959, from 
then on events were changed. The parade was not 
included, drills and folk dances were omitted and 
track and field competitors at the divisional level 
were Grade VI and above. The elementary school 
held their own events at the school grounds. 

Those of us who took part in the Field Day as it 
started cannot help but feel that our children today 
have missed something special. The family involved 
all day activity of yesteryear was a tremendous expe
rience for every child in each school participating. 



Organizing Field Day Parade at school grounds 1929. 

School Field Day 
River Park, Melita 

ELVA, COULTER, WASKADA, NAPINKA, MEDORA, 

LAUDER, HARTNEY, TILSTON , BROOMHILL, 

BE DE AND ALL ADJACENT RURAL SCHOOLS 

Friday, June I sf 
1934 

JAS. A. Ross, President GEO. BRANSTON, Vice.Presidont 

GEO, RUTHERFORD, Socretary ROST. LUVE. Treasurer 

I ' .. _---"_. __ ._._-------_._------'-----<:. 
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Melita Band on parade - Town Constable Bill Scott in right 
hand corner. 



Melita School marching band under leadership of Max White, 
1960's. 

Field Day Drill Competition 1929. L.-R.: Alice Avery, Dorothy 
Morrow, Lillian Boyd, Francis Ashton, Sheila Robertson, Ina ?, 
Jean Hannah, Ella Kirkup, Bertha Balderson, Miss Frances 
Pierce (teacher). 

Note uniform of band in 1960's. 

266 

Sourisford School 1921. L.-R., Back Row: Les Holmes, flag, 
Wilf Skelton, (under flag) Jenny Fraser, Elwood Weston, 
Claude Sisson. Front Row: Dave Davies, Bessie Davies (be
hind), Beth Jones, Mervin Snyder. Harry Clinch, Ken Furtney, 
Gertie Davies, Orrie Shannon (behind), Aldy Shannon. 

Drill Competition 1932 (note platform). 



Jack Junk, Nora Carr, unknown, Helen Desender, Nettie Hay
brecht (teacher), Loreen Junk, unknown, Betty Parker, Doreen 
Junk. 

Browns School: Helen Clarke, Erna Coates, Anderson, Matt 
and Leo Gress, Murray Forsyth, Dick and Stewart Harmon. 

School line-up at Grandstand. 
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Chesterfield School. L. -R.: Russ Forster, Art Champion, 
Louise Greig, Laura Penson, Dorothy Penson. Front Row: 
Helen Lepoudre, Kenneth Greig, Shirley Greig, Constance 
Clarke (centre back). 

L.-R.: (carrying banner) Donnie Carr, Doug Minnis, Taylor 
Gannon, Doug Wilkinson. 



Browns School about 1928. 

South Antler School group, 1912. Front Row, L-R: Verna Mee, 
Gwen Hawcutt, Mima Andrews, Clara Charles, Stella Myles. 
Missing: Doris Burnett. 2nd Row: Lina Mee, Loretta Shantz, 
Annie McKague, Gussie Myles, Margaret Elliot, Nettie 
McKague, Frances Tucker. 3rd Row: Harry McKague, Bob 
McKague, Sam Jellis, Lorne McKague, Goldie Wren, Allan 
Jellis, Kenneth Miller, Watson Andrews, Billie Mee, Cecil 
Burnett, Andy McKague, Jack Andrews, Earl Burnett, Tom 
Burnett, Herb Charles, Billie Tucker, Cecil Myles. 

Coulter School in 1916. L-R, Back Row: Colleen Munro, Ascele 
Jacobs, Clara Charles, Norman Charles, Myrtle Naylor, Doris 
Burnett, Mirna Andrews. 2nd Row: Bob Munro, Kathleen Ash
worth, Gwen Hawcutt, Norman Gould, Norman Naylor, Tom 
Burnett, Morrice Hawcutt, Oscar Hill, Maurice McKague. Front 
Row: Lizzie Hill, Cora Hill, Margaret Naylor, Alice Jacobs, Eva 
Munro. 

Verona School group in 1933: L-R: Irene Mason, Gladys Gib
son, Ralph Bell, Edna Souster, Ella Paton, Marian Neumann, 
Gordon Kontzie. Jim Bell, Gussie Neumann, Margaret Neu
mann, Herby Kontzie, Jean Wickham. Jean Bell. Laura Mas
on, Muriel Wickham, Margaret Casier, Charlie Neumann. 

Bede School group in 1940, Grades I-IX. L-R. Front Row Seated: Louis Lenz, Don Flannery, Delbert Carr. Ian Slack, Earl Miller. 
Middle: Beverley Robinson, Audrey Wilkinson, Isobel Miller, Joyce Gannon, Noreen Robinson, Ruby Robinson, Donalda Carr, 
Pearl Miller, Nadine Wilkinson, Donna Rollins. Back Row: Bob Flannery, Charlie Gannon, Ian Robinson, Taylor Gannon, Doug 
Wilkinson, Doug Minnis, August Lenz, Jim Flannery, Mrs. Little (teacher), George Flannery. 
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Sports and ecreation 
Sports 
Baseball 
submitted by Dorothy Dobbyn 

Russell Dobbyn had twin boys, Ross and Lloyd 
who spent a lot of time at Oak River visiting their 
cousin Doyle Baily. 

Doyle took Ross and Lloyd along with him to be 
bat boys at many tournaments, so at an early age they 
became interested in playing baseball. Every spare 
minute they had was spent outdoors playing catch or 
batting a ball around. 

In 1953, Russ started to manage this young base-

ball team. They travelled to Reston, Elkhorn, Sin
clair, Pipestone, Virden, Oak River, Birtle and 
Ninette. 

In 1957 this same baseball team won the 
M.A.H.A. Tom Thumb District Championship. 

In 1960 Chuck Warren joined Russ in helping to 
manage the ball club. 

They won the Virden Oil Dome Championship in 
1960 and again in 1962. In 1968 some of the same 
fellows went on to win the South West All Star Senior 
baseball. 

Melita ball team in early years. Back Row: Charley Cole, Bill Maycock, Gordon Sterling, Ken Downey, George Maycock. Centre 
Row: Glyn Williams, Daryle Graham, Tom Samways. Front Row: Jack Larway, Mascot, Harvey Cochlan. 
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Hockey 1960. Standing: Russ Dobbyn, Jim Edwards, Wayne 
Elliott, Murray Cameron, Jim Anderson, Aaron Shnitka, Ron 
Dundas, Bryon Dunlop, Bob Walker, Chuck Warren. Front 
Row: Bob Warren, Ross Dobbyn, Barry Lindsay, Wayne 
White, Lloyd Dobbyn, Harry Northam. 

School Baseball 1930s. L.-R.: Harold Barker, lick Davidson, 
Charlie Lines, Wilfred Menzie, Bob McJannet, John Mattice, 
Ken Cobb, Lloyd Dobbyn, and Don McRae. 

Girls' Softball Team 1946. Front Row: Doreen Coates, Melba 
Loucks, Gwen Sterling, Barb Ross, Margarete lng, Nonie 
Northam, Donna Powne, Gertrude Sures, Bev Murray, Marilyn 
Barker. 

Brown's Ball Club 
In 1932, Mr. Angus Forsyth, who fanned near 

the Brown's school, located on NE 22-4-27, noticed 
the children playing ball with a narrow board as a bat 
and a sponge rubber ball. The next day at noon, he 
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brought along a regular bat and a softball and started 
putting together a softball team that was to be feared 
and respected for many years to come. At this time 
some of the young people involved with the team as 
pupils who attended local field days were: Jack Har
mon, Roy Baumgarten, Ken Fraser, Bernice Smith, 
Dorothy Hannon, Bill Mason, Bill Paxton, Jean For
syth, George Woods, Russ Brown, Pearl Lamport, 
Marjorie Hannon and Beth Forsyth. 

Mr. Forsyth looked after his charges for several 
years, his position later being taken over by "Old 
Bill" Mason who lived by the creek next to the 
school. Mr. Mason served as umpire, manager and 
coach for many years. 

Browns Ball Club receiving W. D. Ketcheson League Trophy. 
L.-R.: Jim McKinnon, Dick Harmon, Mert Coates, Harry 
Compton, Bill Harmon, Stewart Harmon, Jack Harmon, Fred 
Watson, Orval Parker, Gerry Anderson with W. D. Ketcheson 
presenting the New Era trophy. 

Approximately 1942, the men of the district 
formed the Brown's Ball Club which carried on until 
the early seventies. For twenty-five years they proved 
to be the most challenging team in southwest Man
itoba. Through the 50's, while the Brown's ball team 
was at its peak, the team was anchored by Jack 
Hannon, catcher, Mert Coates, pitcher, Jim McKin
non, 1st base, Dick Hannon, 2nd base, Bill Hannon, 
shortstop, Orval Parker, 3rd base, Harry Compton, 
Fred Watson, Jesse Tilbury, Everett Barker, Stu Har
mon, Gerry Anderson, Bob Anderson and Doug 
Snyder. One of the seasons, while playing thirty
seven games, the Browns lost two and tied two, 
picking up thirty-three wins. Also, supporting the 
team in other years were: Dale Smith, Bill Paxton, 
Doug Wren, Jim Compton, Bud McKinnon, Orval 
Coleman, Bill Coleman, and Wayne Lamport. 

The team played many tournaments in both Man-



itoba and Saskatchewan and, also, Minot, North 
Dakota, U.S.A., where they received the Sports
manship Award Trophy in 1962. 

For eleven consecutive years, this Club also 
sponsored the largest fastball tournament in Man
itoba and, possibly, in Canada with as many as sixty
three teams participating in a one day marathon of 
men's and ladies' fastball and junior baseball. 

Browns old ball team: L.-R.: Doug Snyder, Jesse 'nlbury, Ev. 
Barker, Mert Coates, Harry Compton, Fred Watson. 2nd Row: 
Stewart Harmon, Bill Harmon. Front Row: Bob Anderson, 
Orval Parker, Jack Harmon, Dick Harmon, Jim McKinnon. 

The original ball team played against the Delo
raine Old-Timers at the Deloraine Centennial Cele
bration in 1980. Although the team had aged in 
years, they still displayed some agile footwork on the 
ball diamond but there were likely a few sore muscles 
the next day. 

The Coultervale Ball Team 
L. K. Downey 

The Coultervale Ball Team as I remember it in the 
late 1920's, consisted of Cecil Day, Archie Downey, 
Arnold Downey and Don Cameron as pitchers. Cliff 
Bell and Dan McKinnon did most of the catching. 
Bill Bell and Frank Lang played first base, Percy 
Simpson played second. Cecil Day, Archie and Ar
nold Downey played short when not pitching. Arnold 
also played third or outfield when needed. Dave 
Skelton came into our district in the late 20's and 
played third base. He also pitched a few games. Fred 
Bell, Frank Tamblyn and E. T. Scheel played the 
outfield. This combination won a lot of tournaments. 
The ball diamond was one-half mile north of the 
Coultervale School. The boys came to practice on 
Tuesday and Thursday nights. They might walk, ride 
horseback or if they were lucky drove a car. Bert 
Downey, although he never played ball, was always 
ready to take a load of ball players almost anywhere. 
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The end of the 20's and early 30's brought Louis and 
Doug Downey into the ball team. From 1933-35 
Royden, Francis, Leighton Downey and Frank 
Fletcher joined the Senior Ball Team, as a lot of the 
older families had to move north because of the 
drought. Frank was one of the best catchers in Man
itoba and was also a good batter. Base runners soon 
found out they couldn't steal second on Frank. 

In the 30 's every small town and district had a ball 
team. June third was Napinka's ball tournament. 
They would have about 24 ball teams, and one year 
the money was $30, $20 and $10. As a lot of people 
either didn't have a car or couldn't afford to drive a 
car, Herman Scheel of Coulter would take the ball 
team in the back of his two ton truck for 10¢ per head 
if close, and 25¢ on longer trips, but he let us off at 
the Coultervale Church and we walked the mile and a 
half home, after playing three or four games of ball. 
Frank Fletcher had another one and one-half miles to 
walk home and had the same distance to walk before 
he played ball. 

One trip I remember was to Oak Lake on July 1, 
1935. Towards evening it started to rain so Herman 
Scheel got the truck into a garage (the roof on the 
garage leaked). After the rain had let up, we headed 
for home, through nearly a foot of rain. The 
Pipestone flats were more water than road. 

At one tournament at Oak Lake they had a com
petition, with $5 for the person who could throw the 
ball the farthest. Frank Fletcher took that with Doug 
Downey getting the $3 second prize. They also had a 
one-half mile race with $5 for first. The writer was 
foolish enough to enter that and got $3 for second 
place. There were more than two running. 

In those days money was pretty hard to come by. 
It cost 25¢ to get into the grounds. A ball glove cost 
$2.89, a T. Eaton special. It was a far cry from the 
baskets of today. Sometimes if you didn't win, you 
wouldn't eat much before you got home. On one 
occasion, Dorothy went with the writer to the Reston 
tournament. I think they had about $2 to their name. 
With a little luck the team won first money at the 
tournament, had supper and came home with a cou
ple of dollars more than they left with. Reston was 
always good to players as I don't remember being out 
of the money at their tournament. 

One thing the high school ball team was told by 
the teacher Miss Gillies before Field Day, she didn't 
expect the team to win but she wanted them to be 
good sports. A year or so later they had to recruit 
Lottie Greenley and Irene Downey to make nine 
players and won Field Day high school ball that year. 

1937 brought a lot of changes as some playing 
two games a week with Westhope through 1937, 38 
and 39, at which time the war broke out. In the spring 



of 1939 they got an invitation to play ball at Brandon 
on the 24th of Mayas the King and Queen were 
stopping at the Brandon Station that evening. It was 
an honor to be asked. A few years later Curly McKay 
was having a four team tournament. Arnold asked 
him why the team didn't get invited. Curly said they 
weren't good enough but when they got the chance, 
they beat Brandon in the final, so he didn't invite 
them back, it was their first time to play under the 
lights. 

The 1940's brought more changes. The boys were 
glad to have Cecil Greig, Barney Grierson and Tom 
Mainland join the club. Other locals at that time were 
Brown Andrews, Stewart Lind, Doug, Arnold, 
Louis, Royden, and Leighton Downey. Later in the 
40's they had ball players like Jim and Bill Mallo, 
Ron Topham, Don Andrews, Ray Finley, Basil 
Atkinson and Lloyd Day. The team was sadly in need 
of pitching at this time but over the years played and 
won a lot of games. There were a few disappoint
ments but that goes with playing any game. They met 
a lot of good ball players over the years and made a lot 
of friends, one of which the writer has kept in touch 
with for 44 years. 

Elva Baseball Team - 1920 
submitted by Henry Skelton 

The following is a list of the players who played 
baseball in the Elva team from about 1919 to the 
early 30's. Ross Archibald, Archie Armitage, Hector 
McRae, Gordon McRae, Cavin McRae, Stewart 
McRae, Jim McRae, Percy Brockinton, Tom Main
land, Edgar Hume, Charlie Craig, Dick Skelton, 
Henry Skelton and George Sterling. 

There was usually a league composed of Elva, 
Pierson, Lyleton, Coultervale, Melita, and Waskada 
each year, also tournaments at most of these towns. 

Sometimes the team went further away to tourna
ments at Napinka, Tilston, Oak Lake, Pipestone, 
Woodnorth, Gainsborough, and Hartney. 

Elva won some, lost some, but had a lot of fun. 

Sourisford Aces Baseball Club 
In 1953 a meeting was held at Sourisford Park, to 

organize a club. The first diamond was about three 
quarters of a mile north of Coultervale Church, on 
Eldon Renwicks farm, it was moved to Coulter after 
the Coultervale team dissolved. 

In 1957 the name was changed to Coulter. The 
first manager was Frank Downey, later managed by 
A. L. (Bob) Downey. Some of the regular players 
were: Keith Robson, Donnie Nelson, Don Oliver, 
Ron Renwick, Bunty Allen, Murray McArthur, 
Lloyd Gibson, Bob Kirkup, Bruce Robinson, Garnet 
Stevens, Bill Palmer, Wayne Morrow, Ernie Fair-
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child, Harvey Granger, Jim Mallo, Bernie Murray, 
and Cal Larway. 

Sourisford Ball Team. L.-R., Back: Gordon Pedden, Wayne 
Morrow, Bill Palmer, Don Oliver, Harvey Granger. Seated: Don 
Nelson, Bob Kirkup, Ron Renwick, Murray McArthur, Jim Mal
lo. 

Bowling 
It is interesting to note that bowling has been a 

part of Melita for many years. In 1908, an addition 
was made to the Dodds' building, south side of the 
Northern Bank (now municipal office) and a bowling 
alley was established with W. N. Johnson as proprie
tor. Teams came from Brandon to compete, and this 
was quite an active sport. Mr. McCreary operated 
this alley selling to a Mr. Laby in September, 1912. 
Mr. Laby operated the bowling alley until 1919 when 
Mr. McKinley took over. There were two alleys to 
begin with, but when the bowling finally had to be 
discontinued, around the end of the 1940's or early 
1950's, only one alley had been functioning. (See 
"Lome's Barber Shop" in business history.) 

Melita and Area Bowling Alley 
by Bill Critchlow, President 

The bowling alley, located on Main Street was 
built in the fall of 1962. It was owned and operated by 
Fred and Helen Miller and was then known as Galaxy 
Lanes. 

The concrete block construction was built by 
Warner Construction of Dauphin Manitoba. The 
50' x 120' building is equipped with six Five-Pin 
bowling lanes and when first opened, it also had four 
billiard tables. 

It was officially opened on March 29, 1963, and 
for the next few years it was open for business from 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m., with considerable interest in 
league and open bowling. About 1968, due to lack of 
interest, the billiard tables were sold, and that portion 
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Galaxy Lanes 1963. 

Poolroom at Galaxy Lanes 1963. 
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Interior Galaxy Lanes bowling alley today. 

of the building was rented to The Melita and Area 
Library. 

Fred and Helen operated the bowling alley until 
1974, at which time they decided to sell. Rather than 
have the lanes removed and the building used for 
something else, a group of concerned citizens got 
together and formed The Melita and Area Bowling 
Association. Thirty people signed notes so that a loan 
could be obtained to purchase the bowling alley and 
equipment, plus establish a line of credit. The first 
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executive for the Association was: President - Gar
field Wright; Vice-President-Jack McKinney; Sec
retary Richard Keller; Treasurer August Lenz. 
The first two years the Association operated the alley, 
a full time manager was employed. This proved to be 
too much of a financial burden and it was decided to 
hire a manager for 16 hours a week and to operate the 
rest of the time with volunteer workers. This is how it 
has operated ever since. It might be of interest to note 
that Mrs. Irene McKinney was the first manager 
employed by the Association and at the time of writ
ing, still holds that position. 

In 1980, with the help of a government grant and 
volunteer workers, a new roof was put on the build
ing. The ceiling and walls were also newly insulated. 

In 1981, interest rates on the Bank loan had risen 
to such an extent, that it was impossible for the 
Association to continue making the payments. A 
meeting was held to consider the alternatives. They 
were faced with three, (1) Close the doors, (2) Extend 
the payments over a longer period, thus increasing 
the amount of interest or (3) Try and payoff the 
mortgage and line of credit by obtaining donations 
and low interest loans. The Association decided to 
try the latter, and a committee of four was appointed 
to canvass the area. They received such great support 
from everyone that enough money was raised to pay 
off both the mortgage and the line of credit. 

Melita can boast the only Bow ling Alley in South 
West Manitoba, and it is to be hoped that it can 
continue to be a source of entertainment for the area. 

Cricket 
In April, 1892 an organization meeting was held 

in Brundrit's Hall with Rev. Merciere in the chair. 
Officers elected were: President - A. Trerice, Vice 
President - Dennis Brundrit, Treasurer Dr. By
ers, Secretary S. Marshal, Committee of Messrs. 
A. R. Marshal, R. Gifford, R. Greaves. 

In 1892 cricket matches were attended by Melita, 
at Deloraine and Pierson, as well as local competi
tions. 

This was a very active sport every year until 1913. 
In 1912 games were arranged with Elgin, Souris and 
Brandon and 20 members joined in 1913. From this 
time forward there was no mention of cricket in the 
papers. 

Melita Curling Club 
This account has been compiled from the files of 

the Melita Enterprise, the Western Progress and the 
New Era. Also used were many notes compiled by 
the late Robert Livesley. 

At a meeting in 1892 a decision was made to build 
a rink for skating and curling (see "Skating Rink"). 
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In 1896 a joint stock company, The Melita Rink 
Co., was formed to build a skating and curling rink. 

The Melita Curling Club was formed in 1896 
with the curling ice being leased from the Melita 
Rink Co. The membership fee was 50¢ and the 
officers were: President, 1. 1. Anderson; Vice Presi
dent, D. Brundrit; and the Secretary-Treasurer, 
James S. Hay. This rink was on the river flat directly 
south of the C.P.R. Station. 

In early 1897, two rinks from Napinka were the 
first visiting curlers to participate in friendly games 
and in March of that same year these same two rinks 
returned again. 

In January 1898, two rinks composed of George 
Anderson, William Anderson, Jock Anderson and 
W.1. Cobb as skip, and M. Cameron, T. A. Black
well, W. 1. Graham and D. Brundrit as skip partici
pated in the first Souris Bonspiel, and the first 
Double Rink District Matches, winning the District 
Matches. 

Melita Curlers win cup at Brandon 1898. L.-R.: Wm. W. Ander
son, George M. Anderson. Seated: Wm. J. Cobb, John J. 
Anderson Jr. 

From Mr. Livesley's notes it is recorded that for 
the next 11 consecutive years, the Melita Club won 
these District Matches and that Melita curlers had 
successfully participated in various bon spiels 
throughout the province and in the adjoining area in 



Saskatchewan. Pictures of this curling are now on 
display in the Antler River Historical Society Mu
seum in Melita. 

In 1899, the Melita Club invited curlers from 
Oxbow (two rinks), Carnduff (one rink) and Gains
borough (one rink) in Saskatchewan, and Napinka 
(three rinks) to compete in a tourney with a banquet 
held for the visitors at the wind-up. 

The first annual meeting of the Melita Curling 
Rink Co. was held November 17, 1903 and the fol
lowing directors were elected: George Anderson, 1. 
A. Blackwell, A. B. Estlin, W. 1. Cobb, W. 1. 
Graham, W. Leslie, and James McCallum. The of
ficers elected were: President, A. B. Estlin; Vice 
President, W. 1. Cobb, and Secretary-Treasurer, W. 1. 
Graham. The new rink cost $2,500. Thirteen rinks of 
curlers were formed. That winter the first open 
bon spiel was held in the new rink. 

In 1904 for the fourth time since the Honourable 
Clifford Sifton, Minister of the Interior, began put
ting up gold watches as a prize for the Premier Event 
in the Brandon Bonspiel, these watches were won by 
Melita curlers. That year, Melita defeated the Watts 
rink from Alexander in a 13 end game. There were 16 
gold watches for Melita in four years. 

In March 1906, a well was put in the rink and two 
gasoline lamps were added to the lighting. The direc
tors were now considering the erection of a skating 
rink along side the present curling rink. This year 
also, Senator Scheffner of Boissevain presented a 
trophy for Challenge Competition in Souris Constit
uency. This trophy was to be a double rink competi
tion. 

In 1907 a sheet iron skating rink was built under 
the same management and used for auxiliary curling 
at bonspiel time with four sheets of curling ice being 
used. 

In 1909 the Melita rink attending the Winnipeg 
Bonspiel, was honoured by its selection along with 
five other Canadian rinks, to play against six visiting 
American rinks. The Melita rink won its game by 
three points. The members of this rink were: W. 1. 
Cobb (skip), 1. W. Hewitt, W. 1. Graham, and W. 
Leslie. 

In 1910 Art Ross made a record score of 48 
playing points. 

In 1911, two Melita rinks were successful in win
ning the O'Grady Challenge Trophy from Elgin. 
This trophy was presented in 1908 by the President of 
the Manitoba Curling Association, Mr. D. C. 
O'Grady, for challenge competition. This is a very 
impressive and much sought after trophy. It is 
adorned by the likeness of a buffalo mounted on a 
wooden base and stands about a foot high and about 
two feet long. On the forepart of the base the Coates 
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of Arms of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta are 
mounted in full coloured enamel. This trophy is 
accompanied by a record book wherein a complete 
record of all games played with the personnel of the 
rinks and the scores are inscribed. There are a great 
many challenges for this trophy each year. There also 
have been many challenges, successful and other
wise, for the Schaffner Trophy during the years since 
its presentation. 

In March 1912 the first Charity Bonspiel was held 
by the Melita Club. Half of those taking part w~re 
ladies and this was the start of ladies' curling in 
Melita. In 1914 this event was changed into a Red 
Cross Bonspiel and continued as such up to the 
spring of 1919. After this the annual spring event was 
called a Novelty Bonspiel. 

In 1916 the Curling Club arranged a bonspiel for 
high school students at the end of the curling season. 
They shortened the distance between the rings and 
prominent curlers coached and skipped the rinks but 
did not actually curl themselves. From this time on 
high school students were allowed to take part in Red 
Cross and Novelty Bonspiels, with the stipulation 
that should a boy's opponent be a lady or girl he must 
play left-handed. 

Curling news in the local paper concerned annual 
meetings, Schaffner Cup play, yearly bonspiels, etc. 
In 1928 Melita had the distinction of having the 
second largest bonspiel in Canada, with an entry of 
94 rinks. This was probably the largest bonspiel in 
Canada sponsored by a single club. 

In 1928 a trophy called the Travelling Ambas
sador was presented by George Cameron, President 
of the Manitoba Curling Association. This trophy 
was to be taken from one club to another as a good
will token and left there at the conclusion of a friend
ly match. It was brought to Melita by 1. W. Hewitt, 
then Vice-President of the Manitoba Curling Asso
ciation, to start its travels and was taken by Mr. 
Hewitt to Lyleton where it was left to continue its 
journey. This trophy was to be taken to another club 
each week if possible. 

In 1930 a Farmers' Bonspiel was held with 13 
rinks taking part. In 1931 the new skating rink on 
Front Street was used for auxiliary ice for the 
bonspiel with five sheets of ice being used. As each 
curler had his own rocks, there were some difficulties 
in the movement of rocks and the coordinating of the 
draws. In 1930 W. 1. Cobb was elected as an Honor
ary Member of the Manitoba Curling Association. 

In 1933 a Farmers' Club was organized to curl two 
draws on Wednesday and Saturday afternoon, with 
the ice being rented from the Melita Curling Club. 
Some of the farm women took part in this bon spiel. 
In 1936 a Farmers' Open Bonspiel was held, open to 



all farmers and families in Arthur, Edward and Albert 
Municipalities along with farmers and families in 
Melita. The curling took place on three afternoons 
with ice being rented from the Curling Club. The fee 
was 50¢ each, including the dance in Waite's Hall. 

In January 1936 Bryson Cobb made a record 58 
points play. In 1936, 140 curlers from Winnipeg left 
by train on a goodwill trip to 17 towns in southern 
Manitoba. Fourteen curlers came to Melita Friday 
evening and the train returned to the roundhouse at 
Napinka for the night. 

On Saturday a raging blizzard developed and 
after the banquet that evening, 1. Kennedy's big 
truck, with a temporary canvas cover, was used to 
transport the Winnipeg curlers to Napinka. Some 
Melita men went along to shovel, if necessary, and 
were needed before many miles were covered. 
However, the train was able to leave about one and 
one-half hours late. 

In 1940 Melita brought the O'Grady Trophy from 
Cypress River, the third attempt since 1919. 

The 1941 season opened with a Red Cross 
Bonspiel. The Manitoba Curling Association had an 
objective of $20,880 for the Red Cross. On January 
6,1944, Melita High School's rink won second place 
in the Winnipeg School BonspieI. The rink consisted 
of Lome McCallum, Ted Banks, Bill McKellar and 
Raymond Larway. In February 1944 the Melita Club 
set an objective of $500 for parcels for Canadian 
Prisoners of War and raised $643.50 for the cause. 

In April 1944 there were discussions about the 
building of a new curling rink. 

On February 3, 1945, all monies in the Farmers' 
Club treasury were turned over to the Blood Donors' 
Clinic. 

In 1947 a grain annex was purchased in Underhill 
by P. Brockinton. The lumber was to be used for a 
new curling rink and had been taken down and trans
ported to Melita by volunteer help. 

On July 23, 1948 the curlers turned the first sod 
for the new building. "It will have four sheets of ice 
and will be 60' x 150' , using the lumber from the old 
rink and the annex purchased by P. Brockinton. The 
new rink will be on North Main and Summit Street. " 
"By next week the old curling rink will only be a 
memory." (From the New Era, August 18, 1948). 

On November 25, 1948 the curling rink was not 
finished but flooding of the ice surface was started. 
December 5th and the rink neared completion and 
flooding was done by the fire pumper. On December 
9th the semiannual meeting was held in the waiting 
room of the new rink. They authorized the purchase 
of rubber hacks. 

A new Farmers' Club was organized in 1949 with 
curling on Wednesday and Saturday afternoons. 
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Pop Still 
Rules Roost , . 

MELITA. Man.. (Special) 
·A series of unique clAd

ing games took place at 
Melita recently when the 
fathers, wives) sons, daugh
ters and daughters-in-law 
of four families staged a 
round-robin tournament, 

. The rinks were com-
posed of J. Morrow. H. 
L. Morrow. Mrs. 1!!.\VOli
phant (nee Mildred Mor-

· row) and Mrs. H. L. 
· row; T. Quane. L. 

Quane, Mrs. W. A. Dobbyn 
(nee Phyllis Quane) and 
Mrs. L. E. Quane; Mayor W. 
G. Sterling.W. D. Sterling, 
Joyce Sterling and Mrs. W. 
D. Sterling (nee Jean.Lee); 
T. S. Laue!:,. P: F. LouckS, 
Mrs. P. F. Loucks (nee 
Vina Robson) and Jl.Irs. W. 
G. Sterling. 

The fathers curled against 
· the sons, the sons curled 

the wives, the fathers curled 
the daughters. the sons 
curled the daugnters, the 
fathers curled the daugh- ' 
ters-in-law, the daughters
in-law curled the wives. 

Incidentally, the fathers 
won. 

After discussions, over a three year period, four 
sets of matched rocks were purchased at $50 a pair. 
The Ladies' Club and the Farmers' Club each bought 
eight pair, and the Melita Club purchased the remain
ing 16 pair. In 1963 a Melita High School rink com
posed of Gary Charles, Ross Dobbyn, Lloyd Dobbyn 
and John Ross won the Tribune Trophy, the Premier 
Event in the Manitoba High School Bonspiel in Win
nipeg. 

On September 25, 1961 a special meeting was 
called to discuss the advisability of installing artifi
cial ice and the executive of the Curling Club was 
given authority to borrow $15,000 for this purpose. 
This authority was backed by 30 members signing a 
guarantee with the Royal Bank for this loan. On 
September 28, a meeting of the Finance Committee 
with Mr. Clay representing Fleming Pedler was held 
and the price of $12,500 for the artificial ice plant and 
material was accepted, with the Melita Curling Club 
preparing the ground and installing the plastic pipe 
for the curling surface. The plant was installed and 
work completed by mid-October. 

At a later meeting a two seasons' plan of eight 
weeks each was adopted and the following fees set: 
Melita Club $25 for both seasons; Farmers' Club $14 
for both seasons; Ladies' Club $12 for both seasons; 
outside rinks $10 for the first season and $15 for the 
second; students $10 if curling with the Men's Club 
and $5 with the students only. 

Propane heaters were purchased and installed for 
the curling area in April, 1966. 



Winnipeg Tribune Trophy winners in 1964 High school -
Skip Ross Dobbyn, 2nd John Ross, 3rd Lloyd Dobbyn, lead 
Garry Charles. 

After Novelty Bonspiels each year and outside 
bingos and other schemes for raising money were 
successful, the mortgage for the artificial ice and rink 
was burned in May 1968. 

In 1970 the Melita Club again won the O'Grady 
Trophy from the Southport Air Force Club of Win
nipeg. 

Spring Cash Bonspiels started in April 1971. 
In 1973 the ice plant had to be repaired at a cost of 

$3600. The necessary funds were borrowed from the 
Royal Bank. 

A proposal was sent to various curling clubs in 
the area to set up mixed leagues. 

In November 1974 the Men's Curling Club ar
ranged a cash bonspiel with $3,000 in prize money. 
Jack Morrow acted as chairman of this committee. 

In the fall of 1976 the ice surface area was exca
vated. Styrofoam insulation was placed around the 
foundation and underneath the pipe on the fourth 
sheet. This project cost approximately $8,000. 

Our curling rocks were sharpened in October 
1977 and had to be resharpened again in February 
1978. Rocks for the Men's and Ladies' Bonspiels 
were borrowed from Deloraine Curling Club. 

The Cash Bonspiel was cancelled due to lack of 
entries. 

In the 1978-79 season the Saskitoba Curling 
League was formed. Twelve rinks participated. 
These rinks were from Deloraine, Waskada, Melita, 
Tilston, Gainsborough and Carnduff. 

Repairs were made to the kitchen upstairs. A new 
ceiling and new cupboards were installed. 
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In 1980 the downstairs lobby was renovated. New 
wall panelling and carpet were installed. A govern
ment grant was received to help install new light 
fixtures over the ice area. Donations were also re
ceived from the Melita Kinsmen Club, Melita 
Legion Branch #127 and Melita and Area Lions 
Club. 

In 1981 another grant was received to help in the 
cost of insulating the ice surface area of walls and 
ceiling. It is hoped this project will be completed by 
the spring of 1983. 

Melita Ladies Curling 
The records of the Melita Ladies Curling Club 

prior to 1944 have been lost, so information is 
sketchy for the early years. The ladies were curling in 
1922, and had their first bon spiel banquet in 1923 
where an address was given by Mayor Graham which 
was responded to by Mrs. Peterson of Melita, Mrs. 
Fred Cosgrove of Napinka and Mrs. Bowles of Delo
raine. At this time many ofthe meetings were held at 
Mrs. Smith's at the C.P.R. station. 

Skips in 1924 were Miss Govier, Mrs. Schnell, 
Mrs. Keelan, Mrs. Farrow and Miss Evans. 

Bonspiels are an integral part of any curling or
ganization, in the past as well as the present for the 
Ladies' Club as well as the Men's. In 1925 "An 
interesting feature of the Melita Bonspiel this year 
will be the Ladies' Event - to be called the Holden 
Event." There were seven rinks in this competition 
- Mesdames Schnell, Mann, Keelan, Farrow, 
Brook and Miss Kenner of Melita, Mrs. Elsey of 
Napinka, with Mrs. Mann winning first place. 

In 1926 the ladies' bonspiei was still the fifth 
event in the men's bon spiel with 1st going to Mrs. 
Cosgrove of Napinka. 

In 1929 the ladies held their own bonspiel with 
three events and 17 rinks entered. An early draw in 
the morning permitted reaching a decision in the two 
open events in order that several of the visiting rinks 
might leave on the afternoon train. Miss Gowanlock 
of Deloraine placed first. 

Through the 30's, play seems to have been con
fined to the odd interclub games, with some one day 
club bonspiels. 

In 1935 there were four rinks in the club. 
The meetings were held in the Rest Room in 1946 

and there were ten rinks in the club. 
A ladies' afternoon curling club had been dis

cussed for a number of years and it got off the ground 
in 1970, with rinks coming from Pierson, Gains
borough, Napinka, Lyleton, and Coulter. The first 
president and secretary were Marian McLean and 
Hazel Oberlin, and they continued in this capacity 
from 1970 until 1974. In 1975 the president was Beth 



Ladies curling before 1937. L.-R.: Marion McLean (lead), 
Maidie Davidson (skip), Laura Coates (third) and Marj. Murray 
(second). 

Anderson, the secretary was Marj Oliver and in 1976 
the president was Lois Bryant. 

In 1977 it was decided to have the two clubs 
combine under one executive. There have been as 
many as 26 rinks curling in the combined Ladies' 
Curling Club. 

The afternoon club had been awarding pins for 
winners of league play, and in 1978 this was ex
panded into league play-offs between the afternoon 
and evening club, with pins being given to the final
ists, and a large trophy and four individual trophies 
presented to the overall champions by the Palace 
Hotel. 

League champions have been: 1977-1980 Lois 
Snyder, Marj Oliver, Melba Snyder and Edythe 
Kirkup; 1981 Brenda Skelton, Joan Moore, Beth 
Anderson, and Eleanor Renwick. In 1980 trophies 
were donated by the Melita Inn. 
Remember? 

1931 Ladies were presented with a silver cup 
by E. F. Willis, M.P. from Souris Constituency. 
Names of the bonspiel winners were engraved on the 
cup. 
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1938-Rink composed of Mrs. L. W. Davidson, 
Laura Coates, Mrs. Marian Kenner and Hazel Boyd 
took first in Merchants' Event, Brandon. 

1939 - Mrs. E. M. Jones rink of Mrs. H. Mor
row, Mrs. W. G. Powne and Alice Cornish won the 
Wheat City Competition in Brandon bonspiel. Re
member men's bonspiels - working in the kitchen in 
the old skating rink with Lyda Morrow bringing her 
10 pies - two for each member of the family in the 
men's curling. 

1945 Lady curlers held dance at Waite's Hall 
- Music by Virden Nite Hawks Admission 
50¢. 

1948 New rink kitchen showers, serving 
lunches at the skating rink for hockey games, with 
crib drives, bingos, and Sadie Hawkins Dances -
annual undertakings. 

Vina Goodman, Lyda Morrow, Rita Jones, Marion McLean 
kneeling 1949. 

1950 - Ladies' Bonspiel Banquet held in Waite's 
Hall with the Carlton Cafe catering at 75¢ a plate. 
The ever continuing discussions on whether or not to 
have our banquets catered. 

1951 "Mrs. L. E. Quane had the honor last 
week of setting up a record for the new curling rink. 
She was the first skip to notch up an eight end score in 
the present bUilding. It all happened in a game with 
Mrs. Percy Loucks, the opposing skip, and in this 
particular end, Mrs. Quane and her supporting play-



ers made every rock count. However, that did not 
mean that the game was a walkover. Mrs. Loucks was 
two points up coming home and Mrs. Quane had to 
score three rocks to win the game 15-14." 

1952 - Mrs. Davey and Mrs. Coutts presented 
with Life Membership pins. 

1953 Paid $250 for one complete set of rocks. 
Ken Williams acted as draw master for the ladies' 
bonspiels for years. Hazel Oberlin was district repre
sentative for District 14 for years. 

1966 - First time a local ladies' rink won the 
district finals - District 14 play-offs at Pipestone 
won by Helen Filteau, Feme Stewart, Gene McLean 
and Beth Anderson. They advanced to zone play-offs 
at Neepawa. 

District 5 Winners at Deloraine 1971. L.-R.: Skip Helen Patter
son, Rose Fewings, Elsie Banks, Irene Jackson. 

1971 - Helen Patterson, Rose Fewings, Elsie 
Banks, and Irene Jackson won the district playdowns 
at Deloraine and advanced to zone play-offs at Vir
den. 

1977 Melita Junior Girls in Winnipeg won A 
side of Junior Girls Provincial Playdowns but lost out 
in final play-offs - Judy Loucks, Shelley Critchlow, 
Michelle Culbertson and Glenys Dobbyn. Curling 
Clinics, Curl Canada Schools - everyone changing 
their deliveries or trying to. 

1978 Renovations on kitchen - new cup-
boards, etc. - carpet and wallboard in waiting room 
and new chairs. 

1979 - Senior Playdowns for District 5 (for
merly District 14) held in Melita and won by 
Georgette Hemeryck, Elsie Banks, Hazel Quane and 
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Kay Atkins 
Dauphin. 

advanced to Provincial Play-Offs at 

Club Champs 1978, 1979, 1980, 1981 and 1983: Skip Lois 
Snyder, Marj. Oliver; Melba Snyder and Edythe Kirkup. 

Winners of A side of Junior Girls Provincial playdowns in 
Winnipeg: 1979 Skip Judy Loucks, Shelley Critchlow, Michelle 
Culbertson, Glenys Dobbyn. 

Winners of Senior Playdowns District 5 advancing to Dauphin: 
1979 Skip Georgette Hemeryck, Elsie Banks. Hazel Quane, 
Kaye Atkins. 



Presidents 
1924 - Mrs. I. B. Brooks 
1925 - Mrs. I. B. Brooks 
1926 Mrs. G. H. Mann 
1929 - Mrs. R. H. Shearer 
1930 - Mrs. H. W. Keelan 
1932 Miss Vera Brimacombe 
1933 Mrs. C. P. Holden 
1934 Mrs. F. W. Lee 
1935 - Mrs. F. W. Lee 
1941 Mrs. Lyda Morrow 
1942 Miss Agnes Sellars 
1944-1945 Mrs. Marian Kenner 
1946 - Mrs. Marian Kenner 
1947 Ina Lawson 
1948 Mae Dobbyn 
1949 - Mrs. Vina Loucks 
1950-1951 Mrs. Dorothy Johnson 
1952 Mrs. Lyda Morrow 
1953 Mrs. V. Sutton 
1954 - Mrs. V. Sutton 
1955 Anne Cameron 
1956 Anne Cameron 
1957 -1958 Violet Robson 
1959-1960 Hazel Oberlin 
1961 - Beryth Boyd 
1962 Beth Anderson 
1963 - Beth Anderson 
1964 - Helen Filteau 
1965 Helen Filteau 
1966-1967 - Marian McLean 
1968-1969 Frances Tilbury 
1970-1971 - Dot REddaway 
1972 Rose Fewings 
1973-1974 Bertha Cameron 
1975 - Pat Tole 
1976 - Marie Morrow 
1977 June Bewski 
1978 - Lynn Tilbury 
1979 - Lynn Tilbury 
1980 Lynn Tilbury 
1981 Ardythe Townsend 
1982 - Raylene Lamport 

The Melita Figure Skating Club 
The Melita Figure Skating Club was organized 

by the Melita Kinsmen Club on December 11, 1952, 
Miss Patsy Gilbert of Gainsborough, Sask. (now 
Mrs. Glen Murray, Lyleton) was hired as the first 
instructor. Pat Gilbert and Gail Page travelled to 
Melita by train from Gainsborough to give lessons 
for the nominal fee of 25¢. 

The main feature of the skating club in its early 
days, was the yearly ice show. The figure skaters, 
with considerable help from parents, travelled to 
other towns in the area to put on their yearly extrava
ganza. 

As the club progressed and they became affilli
ated with the Canadian Figure Skating Association, 
skaters went to Virden for tests. A number of girls 
went to summer schools in Winnipeg, one to Kel
owna, British Columbia and some skaters travelled 
to Brandon one winter for lessons. 

The older girls became the instructors and thus 
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the club continued to grow. The girls travelled to 
Pierson and Napinka to encourage young skaters in 
those areas. 

It was because of the love of skating the club 
carried on. The conditions of the old arena were far 
from ideal, but there are many fond memories among 
those who were connected with the club at that time. 

The new arena opened in February 1973. At that 
time, there were 82 skaters, 29 in Power Skating and 
53 in the National Skating Test and Canadian Figure 
Skating Association programs. In 1973, The South
west Figure Skating Association was formed, this 
included clubs from Pipestone, Waskada, Pierson, 
Melita, Tilston, Crystal City, Cartwright, Glenboro, 
Mather, Killarney, Deloraine, Baldur, Pilot Mound 
and Boissevain. In the fall of 1974, the club had an 
enrollment of 101 skaters, 36 in power skating and 65 
in the figure skating program. 

Once artificial ice became a reality, the club was 
able to hire some excellent instructors. The Melita 
Club has hired Mr. Ron Kaiser, Brandon, as Club 
Professional for the last five years, and last year was 
fortunate in obtaining the services of Miss Paula 
Kimler of Carnduff, Saskatchewan. The Club has 
hosted regional competitions, seminars and many 
test days, and has also run a fall skating school for the 
last five years. 

With the longer skating season and the avail
ability of spring, summer and fall skating schools, 
skaters from our club have gone to many competi
tions and Melita has a club name that is recognized 
for producing good skaters. 

A number of gold medalists have come from our 
club, Wade Bewski Men's Singles Events, Marie 
Jones - Ladies' Singles Events and Joanne Ross and 
Wade Bewski - Competitive Dance. Many bronze 
and silver medals have been won by Melita skaters as 
well. 

The club is not large in numbers, but skating still 
has its magic hold on the skaters. The NST program 
is continuing with the coaching done by the senior 
CFSA skaters, who have attended coaching clinics 
held in the area. The young members are very eager 
to learn the requirements necessary to move into the 
CFSA program. 

The sight of a group of skaters doing figures on 
the ice at 7 a.m. when the temperature is down to 
- 30°, will continue to be a mystery to those who do 
not understand this way of life. 

The skaters each have a dream and for some, it 
may become a reality. 

Melita Golf Club 
submitted by Marian F. White 

Melita Golf Club was first organized at a meeting 



in the C.P.R. station on May 11, 1925. Eighteen 
members joined and officers were: President H. 
M. Smith; Vice-President- Charles Lea; and Secre
tary Treasurer Robert Stone; Executive - Messrs. 
A. B. Estlin, Ernest Oxley and Miss Mary Esdin. The 
club fees were $3 and the course was west of town on 
the Morgan property. 

In 1927 all nine greens were sanded and oiled and 
a mower was purchased for the fairways. In 1929 a 
clubhouse was completed and 24 couples partici
pated in a tournament to dedicate this building. 
Membership in 1927 was a total of 52 men and 
women. 

Mr. H. M. Smith donated a cup in 1929 to encour
age competition. There was involvement with Virden 
and Souris clubs in these early years. 

In August 1931, a golfers' mixed Field Day was 
held with 75 members and guests, and lunch was 
served in the clubhouse. This was the first of a series 
of interclub events with Souris, Killarney, Napinka, 
Hartney and Medora. 

A caretaker was hired in 1932 and 1933. Mr. 
Robert Livesley is the only person known in this 
capacity. 

In 1926 fees were raised, Gentlemen $lO, 
Ladies $5, and Green Fees - 50¢. Children were 
allowed to play mornings only at $3. In 1935 fees 
were Gentlemen $5, Ladies $2.50, Green Fees 
- 50¢. Dances were sponsored annually to assist in 
operation. 

Presidents through the years were: Messrs. M. A. 
Snedden, 1926; A. B. Estlin, 1928; 1. W. Hewitt, 
1929-1930; F. G. Barrett, 1931; George Cranston, 
1932; L. W. Davidson, 1933; John Briggs, 1934 and 
C. E. Cornish, 1935. 

The course was ruined by drought conditions, 
and interest was lost. In 1939, effort was made to re
establish a golf club. President C. E. Cornish and 
Secretary Kennedy were elected and a new course 
started near River Park. 

In the early 1950's the club was reorganized with 
Ken Cobb, the president and members Harry and 
Gerry Morrow, Dave Snitka and others. Considera
ble work was done clearing land along the river east 
of town but it was never fully developed. The old 
clubhouse became the residence of Dan and Kay 
Armitage at the junction of highways No.3 and No. 
252. 

If some people wondered why Harry Morrow 
spent so much time tramping through the brush along 
the creek west of town, it later became clear. 
Spearheaded by Dr. and Mrs. Walters, a meeting was 
called in April, 1958, to once again organize a Melita 
Golf Club. Harry was ready with his proposal for the 
course layout. The first executive was President -
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Dr. H. M. Walters; 1st Vice-Larry White; 2nd Vice 
Ross Riddell; Secretary-Treasurer Gerry Mor-

row; Executive - Ken Williams, Harry Morrow, 
Norm Stewart, Cliff Reddaway, Dave Snitka, Murray 
Hannah, Mrs. Walters and Mrs. L. White. 

Charter Members of Re-organized Melita Golf Club 1959. L.
A., Back Row: Norm Stewart, Delmar Loucks, Pop Quane, 
Larry White. Front Row: Jack Barker, Pat Russell, AI Dobbyn, 
Ken Williams. Missing: Cliff Reddaway, Clayton Cheyne, Ger
ry Morrow, M. A. Eyers. 

An agreement was drawn up whereby Mr. A. E. 
Townsend leased the property immediately west of 
town to be used as a golf course as long as required. 
The name was to be the Townsend Valley Golf 
Course. Harry Morrow, as grounds chairman, and 
with the help of the membership in general, had the 
course in playable condition within two weeks of the 
de-sodding of the first sand green. 

During that first season, three competitions were 
held, the most important being the Open Tournament 
which drew 83 entries. Wayne Morrow won the 
Championship flight. The club was also entertained 
by two Winnipeg professionals, Hal Eidsvig and Bill 
Thompson. The year end report showed a total mem-



bership of 94, a bank balance of $600 and receipts 
from green fees were $360. 

In the spring 1959, it was decided to proceed with 
the construction of a clubhouse. It was financed by 
ten members loaning $100 each. Cliff Reddaway was 
named chairman of the building committee and the 
clubhouse was erected just west of the present num
ber one tee off. Andrew Nelson was hired as the first 
caretaker of the course at a salary of $100 per month. 
He was a faithful and hard worker for 12 years. 

At the annual meeting in September 1960, Larry 
White was chosen as president. In 1961 the course 
was redesigned by H. Morrow, as the property to the 
southeast was required for Townsend Drive lots, the 
Melita Lodge and later the arena. There were 120 
entries for the tournament which was won by Bob 
Cornell, 1st Flight - Wayne Morrow, 2nd Ross 
Riddell, 3rd - Harvey White, 4th Bruce Grant, 
5th Pat Russell. 

The next summer Melita Golf Course was chosen 
for the South West Manitoba title play. Don Loucks 
was president for 1966 and 1967. Membership fees 
were raised to local men - $20, out of town men 
$15, and family $25. In 1968 with Don Watson as 
president, the Melita Golf Club placed second in the 
Interclub competitions. Don Dobbyn had the honor 
of scoring a "golfer's dream", a hole in one, during 
the season 1969. Other hole in oners which have been 
reported are Leighton Downey, twice, and Jim Shaw. 

Jack Morrow was president in 1971 and 1972 and 
plans were approved to install grass greens. $15,000 
was borrowed from the bank with 100 members sign
ing as backers. Murray Cameron supervised the 
work of building up and preparing the greens, also 
the laying of water pipes assisted by a professional, Si 
McCreath. A pump house was erected and the sand 
green scrappers were discarded! 

In 1973 the grass greens became a reality and 
Doug Mclean was hired as caretaker at $700 per 
month. Equipment was purchased and a dam con
structed to provide more water for the greens. During 
1976 Bob Dickson gave golf instruction to many 
would-be golfers. 

Burt Hicks was president from 1976 to 1978 fol
lowed by Ken Karlander. During those years and 
continuing, the school students have periods of in
struction at the golf course which has increased inter
est in the sport among the young people. 

In 1978, as grounds chairman, Larry White had 
the course surveyed for tree planting and in May 
1979, he and other volunteers planted 600 poplar and 
ash trees along the north and west perimeter. Jim 
Mallo took over as caretaker in 1978 and has con
tinued since. New bridges to accommodate the many 
motorized golf carts were built in 1980 and 1982. In 
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1982 a new greens' mower costing $9,000 was added 
to the equipment. As expenses rise, so too, do fees 
and the 1982 ones were family $150, men - $90, 
ladies - $55 and students - $30. 

For many years there has been a desire to con
struct a new clubhouse at Townsend Golf Course. 
When the economy improves, this will surely be
come a reality. We have an excellent course layout 
made possible by the dedicated planning and labor of 
many of the founding members. It will be the duty of 
the young golfers to fulfill the dreams of their pi
oneers. 

Ladies' Golf 
The first Melita Ladies' Club was organized in 

April, 1929. Officers were Honorary President Mrs. 
1. W. Hewitt, Pres. Mrs. E. H. Floyd, Vice Pres. 
Mrs. W. H. Keelin, Secretary Treasurer Miss Mary 
Estlin. 

A silver trophy cup was donated by Mrs. 1. W. 
Hewitt and 24 ladies took part in the first tournament. 

Presidents through the years were: 1930, Mrs. E. 
H. Floyd, 1931, Mildred Livesley, 1932, Mrs. A. B. 
Estlin. 

Ladies' Golf 
by Jean Barker 

May 2, 1958, a meeting of interested golfers met 
at the elementary school with Mrs. Maria Walters 
appointed to chair the meeting. It was decided to 
form an organization to be known as Townsend Val
ley Ladies' Golf Club. 

The first executive nominated and elected as fol
lows: President Mrs. Maria Walters, Vice Presi
dent - Jean Barker, Secretary - Marion White, 
Executive Committee - Louise Murray, Molly Kir
by, Fern Stewart, Ruth Forster. 

Our duties were to interest new golfers, raise 
money for supplies, etc. Our money was raised by 
bake sales, and serving a lunch at Men's Golf Tourna
ments, spring and fall. 

The Ladies' Golf Club have tried to hold one day 
a week as "Ladies' Day", have arranged many "Two 
Ball Foursomes" which were greatly enjoyed in our 
newly formed club. 

The ladies bought material and the men made the 
counter in our new club house in 1959. 

Ruth Forster was elected to be our first treasurer. 
Our membership each year has varied from 24 to 34 
members, not all active. We are constantly seeking 
new members and welcome them with open arms. 

The Administration of the Club is done by the 
men, with the women turning over the bulk of our 
funds at year's end. 

We are very proud of our Townsend Valley Golf 



Club, which we think to be one of the finest country 
clubs. 

Gun Club Organized 1900 
Occasional interclub "shoots" and practise. By 

1904 Captain D. Lamont was the overseer of four 
companies. Each Co. one, two, three and four had a 
designated evening and all members must shoot 100 
rounds per session. A pasture field west of town was 
used for practice. Bonds to the government totalling 
$375 had to be signed by three members to obtain 
guns for the Melita department. The program was 
strictly supervised by the appointed members. 

In July, 1904, Captain 1. T. Lennox and his as
sistants: Dr. Creighton, A. B. Estlin, D. Lamont, C. 
T. Campbell, W. Townsend and Rev. Beattie, were 
looking for a new shooting range. 

In 1906 there were five companies, and in 1907 
under Captain A. B. Estlin, six medals were given 
for competition. They went to D. Lamont, W. 
Charles, H. Weldon, 1. Davison, T. E. Aitkens, and 
C. Dobbyn. 

The Dominion government was encouraging the 
formation of such clubs in case defense was needed 
and in 1908 there were 30 members. The Armory wa~ 
moved to Campbell and Ferguson warehouse. 

In March, 1912 the Civilian Rifle Club was cut off 
by the Militia department at Ottawa. No further as
sistance is to be received. 

In April, 1914 a canvass of the town assured a 
membership of 16 in a gun club. President was V. C. 
Farrow and Secretary Treasurer, F. C. Brook. In July 
there were eleven members in each team for the trap 
shoot. In August "The Melita Civilian Rifle Asso
ciation" was formed for horne defense - 1. Laby 
was captain. 

Hockey in Melita 1899-1982 
The first record of organized hockey in Melita 

was January 25, 1899. This was a junior team with 
President Gilbert Cobb; Secretary Charles Pope; and 
Captain 1. Anderson. By 1906 there was also a juve
nile team playing in a league with Napinka, Delo
raine and Gainsborough. In 1908 an intermediate 
team was formed playing with Pierson and Napinka. 
By 1911 the team was playing in a league with 
Hartney and Souris. 

There was a church league in 1913 with Anglican, 
Presbyterian and Methodist churches having teams. 
That year the Intermediates entered the Brandon, 
Souris and Melita league. In March the town de
clared a civic holiday so the fans could take the 
excursion train to Brandon to see the game between 
Melita, the winners of the southwest district, and 
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Shoal Lake of the northwest district. This was the 
second record of a special train to Brandon that 
winter for the hockey games. 

There are records of hockey teams being active 
till 1926 when the roof of the rink caved in and there 
are no further records till the new rink was built in 
1930. 

In 1902 the ladies organized two teams with the 
school team captain Jennie Dobbyn and the town 
team captain Miss Armsden. There were records 
again of 1904, and then in 1917 the ladies played two 
games with the proceeds for the Khaki Auxiliary. 

The Melita Hockey Association was formed De
cember 10, 1930 with William Heath as president, to 
organize all divisions of hockey. George Branston 
was appointed Manager and Jack Larway Captain of 
the Intermediate Team. These two gentlemen carried 
on with this team for the rest of the thirties. Money 
was scarce but the team had great support from the 
business people and fans. Admission prices were set 
that first year at: Gents 20¢, Ladies 15¢ and Children 
1O¢. The club sold $1 memberships and held draws to 
raise funds. When the club organized in 1938 Ken 
Williams was present and suggested that the farmers 
each give a bushel of wheat as a donation. In 1939 
Councillor Torn Loucks of the Municipality of 
Arthur offered the use of some land to plant potatoes. 
The club planted 12 acres with Mr. Louck's help and 
his equipment and an ad in the New Era of September 
28 said "Melita Hockey Club potatoes for sale, or
ders to be left with R. Coutts and Jack Cobb." They 
had approximately 1,000 bags to sell at 90¢ a bushel 
which greatly improved their finances. 

Intermediate 1935. L.-R., Back Row: George Branston, Bob 
McJannet, Clayton Cheyne, Pop Quane, Arnold Elsey, Winnie 
Holden, Jack Larway (Mgr. Coach). Front Row: Clarence Bus
by, Bob Cochlan, Pete McJannet, Resby Coutts, ? Williams, 
Bryson Cobb. 

The Intermediate Team played in the Border 
League in 1936 and decided to enter the M.A.H.A. 
Playdowns, reaching the Provincial Final against 
Neepawa. They won at Neepawa but declined to play 
the next game at the Amphitheatre Rink in Winnipeg 



as Melita ice was in playing condition and gate re
ceipts for a home game would be lost. The line-up 
that year was Anderson, Quane, MacDonald, W. 
Holden, R. Cranston, C. Cheyne, B. Robertson, B. 
Coutts, and Stephenson. The club presented the team 
with watches. 

1938-39. Front Row: Goalie Ragner Johnson, Tom Koots, 
Bobby Bend, Barney Modeland, Harvey Hodgins. Back Row: 
Jack Larway, Bill Robertson, Roy Cranston, Lloyd Stinson, 
Russ Shearer, Pop Quane, AI Anderson, Clayton Cheyne. 

The spring of 1938 saw the team in the playdowns 
once more. This seemed the year of the special 
trains. The first one from Souris brought the Hartney 
team and fans. Melita won this round (650 people 
attended). A train came from Boissevain in the next 
round and 850-1,000 fans filled the rink to the raf
ters. Melita lost. 

In 1939 the team qualified for the finals with wins 
over Souris, Virden, Deloraine and Swan River and 
met Carman in the final. The Carman game at Melita 
started at midnight because of the official referee's 
delayed arrival. The game lasted till 3 a.m. due to 
overtime to break the tie. Carman won. The team 
seemed to do things the hard way. In the 1940 Provin-

MAHA Intermediate Finalists 1938 and 1939. L.-R., Back 
Row: Jack Larway (Mgr. Coach), Bill Robertson. ? Kranston, 
Lloyd Stinson. Russ Shearer, Pop Quane, AI Anderson, 
Clayton Cheyne. Front Row: Baldar Johnston. Tommy Koots, 
Bobby Bend, Barney Modeland, Harvey Hodgins. Missing: 
Oscar Strawn, Bob Ferrand, Roy McKenzie, ? Barnes, Archie 
McKellar, ? Brandon, ? Austin. ? Minor, ? Robbins. 
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cial Final against Treherne the score was tied after 
three games so they had to travel to Winnipeg and 
played at the Amphitheatre Rink, losing to Treherne. 

A New Era of January 1940 reports new hockey 
nets with the weaving done by Mr. Nathan House 
whose experience was gained in fishing fleets off 
Grand Banks, Newfoundland. 

There was no Intermediate Team organized in the 
fall of 1940 as there were no teams in the area, but 
Junior B Juvenile and Midget teams were active and 
the Juvenile team entered the M.A.H.A. play downs 
in January 1941 and won out over Deloraine, Cart
wright and La Riviere, but lost to Dauphin in the 
semifinal before a crowd of 800 fans. The feature of 
hockey this year was the showing made by several of 
the younger players. The Junior B team, "Melita 
Bombers", were provincial champions in 1943, de
feating Swan Lake in the finals. 

MAH.A Juvenile Fours. L.-R., Back Row: Jack Larway, Jack 
Hodgins, Earl Branston, Jack Bird, Ray Larway, Don Coates, 
Bob Goudie, George Branston. Front Row: Jim Warren, Ray 
Munro. Bill Coutts, Jim McCallum, Cecil Greig. Missing: Ralph 
Natrass and Fred Quane (M.A.HA Juvenile Semi-finals 1941, 
Juvenile Finals 1942 and Junior B Champions 1943). 

1946 saw a post war boom in hockey circles and 
in 1947 Eldon Elliott's "Rangers" entered the play
downs and at a game played in the Amphitheatre 
Rink in Winnipeg, won the Provincial A B Cham
pionship. 

From this team Ed Louttit went on to play at Flin 
Flon and in 1951 Bill Dobbyn also joined the Flin 
Flon team. From there he went to Victoria, Van
couver, and then to the American Hockey League 
team at Buffalo. He suffered the loss of an eye and 
the New Era of January 29, 1959 records a benefit 
game held at Buffalo with a capacity crowd present. 
Bill then coached in England and Switzerland for 
some years. Wayne Hall was playing with Flin Flon 
in 1959 and also went on to coach overseas. Ron 
Dundas played there in the 1960's. 

The Melita Hockey Club turned over all assets to 
the Kinsmen Club who sponsored organized hockey 
in 1954 with Bill Lindsay hired as coach. Again in 



Melita captures the Provincial A B Bantam Hockey Champion
ship at Amphitheatre in Winnipeg 1946-47. l.-R., Back Row: 
E. M. Elliott (manager), Ray Killeen, Don Loucks, Jack Larway 
(Pres.). 2nd Row: Herb Cosgrove, Bill Cobb, Stan Perry, Bill 
Dobbyn. First Row: Bernie Murray, Harvey Clarke, Wes Dob
byn, Ed Louttit, Barry Edgar, Harry Thompson. In Front: Fred 
Wark. 

MAH.A. Manitoba Midget B Champions 1963. L.-R., Back 
Row: Don Cameron, Baldy Cheyne, Brian Dunlop, John 
Bower, Murray Cameron, George Tilbury, Jerry Thompson, 
Ron Dundas. Front Row: Wayne White, Bill Miller, Barry 
Lindsay, Craig Miner, Lattion Lockheart, Jim Tilbury. 

L. -R., Back Row: Jack Northam, Delmar Loucks, Wayne Mor
row, Cal. Larway, Bill Cobb, Bob Cornell, Bernie Murray, Pop 
Quane, Stu Harmon. Front Row: Jim Mallo, Ken Werch, Win
nie Holden, ?, John Wark, Dave Woods. 
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1961 they reorganized minor teams and donated $350 
for equipment. 

Minor Hockey 
Minor Hockey in Melita continued on into the 

1960's with most Melita teams playing in the South
west Minor Hockey League and competing against 
teams from Pierson-Waskada, Medora-Napinka, 
Reston, Hartney and Deloraine and winning their 
share of league championships. In 1963, the Melita 
Midgets won Manitoba honours bringing home the 
Provincial Midget B Championship. 

During the middle years of the 1960's the Kins
men Club became heavily involved in the operation 
of minor hockey in Melita. The club actually ran as 
well as financed minor hockey for a few years in the 
mid 60's under the chairmanship of Larry Yanick, a 
member of the Kinsmen Club, who was a Melita 
school teacher at that time. The Kinsmen Club of 
Melita since that time have always contributed sub
stantially to minor hockey in our town. In 1970, they 
started an annual minor hockey night as an apprecia
tion night for players, coaches, parents and other 
minor hockey workers. This is a well attended yearly 
event, eagerly looked forward to by all who are 
involved. 

In the early 1970's, all Melita minor hockey 
teams continued to play in the Southwest Minor 
League until 1973-74. That year, the first Melita 
team, the ten and unders, joined the Turtle Mountain 
League to play against teams from Deloraine, 
Boissevain, Killarney, Cartwright, Brandon and 
Shilo. As the years passed, more teams from Melita 
moved to compete in the Turtle Mountain League 
with some playing in both the Turtle Mountain and 
Southwest League. 

In 1975, Melita Minor Hockey started an annual 
Midget hockey tournament. In 1977, an annual eight 
and- under tournament was added with other age 

Souris Tournament of Champions 1977-78, Melita 14 year olds 
win bronze medal. Back Row: Bernie Murray, Danny Goleski, 
Mark Thompson, Bert Kirkup, John Leslie, Dwight Murray, 
Kevin Loucks, Ernie Toms. Front Row: Darcy Kurtz, Blaine 
Snyder, Gerry Harmon, Ben Lawsen (Brandon), Gary Tilbury, 
Jim Harmon, Darcy Toms. 



groups following with 12 and unders in 1978, ten and 
unders and 14 and unders in 1979. These tournaments 
have now become very popular, with teams playing 
in Melita, from many points in Saskatchewan, as 
well as teams from all over Manitoba, including The 
Pas, Winnipeg and eastern Manitoba. 

In 1976-77 Melita again won a provincial cham
pionship with the 13 and under team bringing home 
provincial honours. This team again won a Manitoba 
championship as 16 year olds defeating Ste. Anne in 
the final game played at Holland, Manitoba. 

In 1977-78, Melita minor hockey hired their first 
coach, Larry McKillop, to work with the team coach 
in all age groups in minor hockey, and local boys, 
Garry Murray and Rod Loucks followed in Larry's 
footsteps. 

In 1980-81 Melita 12 and unders brought home 
another provincial championship. 

As they head into the eighties, Melita's minor 
hockey system appears to be in very good shape with 
all annual tournaments being held and minor teams, 
still competing in both the Turtle Mountain and 
Southwest Minor Hockey Leagues and the prospect 
of many league and provincial championships in our 
future. 

Bisons 
The South-West Hockey League was organized 

in 1955. The Intermediates entered and were the first 
winners of the 1. Art Ross Trophy for the League 
Championship. They continued in the league for the 
rest of the 50's but were absent during the 1960's. 

First year South West Hockey League won by Melita - J. Art 
Ross Trophy. L.-R., Back Row: Lefty Wyatt, John Marlow, Bob 
Murray, Del. Loucks, Don Loucks, Bernie Murray, Doug 
Burnett, Jim Mal/o, Calvin Larway. Front Row: David Wood, 
Murray Davidson, Stu Harmon, Bob McJannet, ? Ferguson. 

In the fall of 1970 they rejoined the league and 
played in the old rink (present site of the Melita Inn) 
for the first two seasons and now play in the new 
arena. Dick Pander helped organize and was coach of 
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this new team with O. Patterson as Manager, Don 
Cameron as Secretary-Treasurer and Wayne Webster 
as Equipment Manager. The name of this new team 
was determined by a contest with "Bisons" being 
chosen. The "Bisons" had a hard uphill battle in the 
S. W.H.L. but survived and today have grown into a 
contending team. The future should be assured with 
players coming into the team from minor hockey 
where they have had several years of coaching. 

There is a handsome trophy cabinet in the arena 
donated by the Freeman family in memory of Bill, 
and also one donated by Percy Brockinton. These are 
well filled with trophies won by our teams over the 
years. 

Looking Over the Hockey Team 
sent by Sheila Powell (nee Robertson) 
taken from the New Era 1930's 

The scene is the Coliseum; the time is 8:15 and 
one of Melita's famous hockey battles is about to 
begin. The crowd stands in breathless silence await
ing the players to skate onto the ice. 

The door opens, and the crowd breaks into cheers 
for who should come onto the ice but those two 
faithful timekeepers Jack Cobb and George Branston 
(the Mutt and Jeff of the Melita Hockey Club), who 
bravely march down the ice armed with their Big 
Bens. 

At last the crucial time arrives and Melita's star
studded team files onto the ice. The crowd again 
breaks into cheers and Tommy Koots, always the 
clown, graciously bows to the spectators. First we 
noticed: 

Goalie (Tubby) Johnson Probably the world's 
best goalie without skates. Formerly with Baldur 
Bruisers and Bottineau Butchers. While with the 
Butchers he developed a unique slicestroke which he 
uses to advantage in cutting down enemy forwards 
who loiter around Melita's goal. 

Defenceman Pop (Stonewall) Quane - Melita's 
star player, holds down the right defence. He is a 
former star of the Melita High School team and was 
discovered when the school team played the Elva 
Bushwackers. He is a subdued forward who is forced 
to play defence. Drives a mean gas truck for Trustee 
James Kennedy. Also has other pastimes which fig
ure greatly in his interests in Melita. 

Defenceman Thomas (Speedball) Koots - For
merly with the Moose Jaw Mugs. Holds down left 
defence. Tommy has a V-8 pickup which leaves any 
players standing near him in a vacuum. Goes by his 
own men so fast that he leaves them in a double spin. 
He has developed an ear to ear grin which confuses 
other players as to where the goal is. 

Harvey (Leaner) Hodgins First string centre-



man who formally played with Pipestone Pee Wees. 
Harvey, through need of weight, has developed a 
leaning system all of his own. He is often seen 
travelling down the ice leaning or sticking to some 
lively defenceman. Other players call him a hockey 
parasite. He just loves to make face-offs in the cor
ners. 

Doughnuts (Roughneck) Modeland - Another 
hometown lad, - a stellar centreman playing under 
protest of the opposition. Doughnuts has two left 
feet. Consequently he goes round and round, faster 
and faster to the left until he bumps into himself from 
behind. 

Mel (Pokecheck) Brandon An import from the 
Reston Roughnecks. Is a valuable man and a stick
handling wizard. Players often go cross-eyed in try
ing to watch the puck when it is on Mel's stick. 

Bobby (Little Poison) Bend A player of much 
fame, who loves taking a nap on top of the puck while 
laying prostrate on the ice. He is getting used to 
riding in cutters and on freights. It is rumored that 
Bobby is a continual pain in the neck to visiting 
teams. 

Bill (Back-checker) Robertson - Is used mostly 
when Melita is penalized. At such times he is prod
ded onto the ice by Manager Larway with the butt 
end of a hockey stick where he does a fine job of 
back-checking, running into fellows and getting into 
everybody's way in general. Has reddish hair which 
stands straight up when his Irish is aroused. 

Baldy (Two-Ton) Cheyne - The heaviest player 
in the Peace Garden League. 190 pounds of moan and 
bustle, body-checks from the hips. Missed a victim 
once and threw his hips into the boards, shaking the 
spectators off their feet. Wears the cutest short pants 
and short sox and loves showing his union suit. 

Walter (Whiz-Bang) Barnes A regular flash 
who prefers an axe to a hockey stick. Delights in 
cutting the tops off the referee and shooting them into 
the crowd one by one. One referee, being a very poor 
sport, penalized Walter for this innocent pastime and 
it is said that the referee has not been seen or heard of 
since and for the next two weeks hamburger was very 
cheap. 

Rusty (Magnet) Shearer - A stalwart with the 
Gainsborough Giants of former years. He is a guy 
that attracts trouble and spends much time with Doc 
Wilson, warden of the penalty box. If there is a puck 
in mid-air it is sure to change its course and hit Rusty. 
He believes hockey is a sissy game, unless some 
blood is spilt and upholds his theory on the ice. 

Roy (Due) Cranston - A forward Deluxe. For
merly with the Underhill Undertakers and the 
Hartney Hatchetmen. Has won the George Thomp
son trophy three years in succession for gentlemanly 
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conduct. Upon obtaining complete permanent pos
session he broke it over Charlie Bird's head. A quiet 
studious sort of chap who sometimes leaves the ice to 
sit on the fence and playfully taps players over the 
head with an empty pop bottle. As for a dude he's got 
both Orland Wyatt and Jerry Holden beat. 

Stubby (Tripod) Stinson The three legged 
wonder. Uses a hockey stick made from an old 
plough share. As Stubby hasn't yet learned the art of 
standing on two skates, he fastens one to his hockey 
stick thus giving himself the appearance of a floun
dering tripod. He has developed a unique style of 
crashing the boards to stop one of his own rushes. As 
a sideline the muscle-bound speed demon delivers 
for a local chain store. 

Manager and financier John (Rockerfeller) Lar
way A former Napinka boy who once played 
airtight defence for Melita. Mr. Larway's muscles 
have developed greatly this winter from shovelling 
snow. Is also a Councillor and Fire chief for the town. 
He boasts that he and his Model-A truck can go 
through any snow drift in the province. When he is 
questioned about anything at all he rears up and roars 
"Melita needs a snow plow". 

At nearly every hockey game we attend there is a 
fellow behind the goal that acts like a jack-in-the
box. Every once in awhile he pokes his head above 
the net to see where the play is but he has never kept 
his head above the net long enough for us to catch a 
glimpse of his map. The only time this so called goal 
judge comes out of hiding is when there is a fight in 
progress. It is rumored that this person is none other 
than Martin (Battler) Brazzel. 

The Melita "Tigerettes" 1952 
The Kinsmen sponsored this girls' hockey team. 

The Melita line-up was: Betty Wark (Sugar Jim); 
Nonie Northam (Turk); Bev Murray (Crusher); Barb 
Brimacombe; Lorraine Davis (Tiger); Melba Ross 
(Mangler); Barb Ross (Rocket); Jean Watson (Bat
tler); Marj Andries (Little Giant); Muriel Ross 
(Masher); Joan Kelley (Killer); Isabelle Andries 
(Flash); Melba Wood (Powerhouse); Joyce Mason 
(Hard Rock); Margie Ross; Arlene Brimacombe 
(Bouncer); and Janice Hairsine. 

A four team Intermediate League was set up 
including Melita, Goodlands, Deloraine and proba
bly Pierson. Crests of purple and yellow were do
nated by the Kinsmen. 

Sports 
Things I remember about hockey in Melita 
submitted by Ray Larway 

I remember just living for Saturday mornings to 
get to practice in the rink; that's the rink that was 



down the hill and where I used to romp before it was 
built. One year we had a match, the East against the 
West, (the young fellows in town). For two nights 
before the game I couldn't sleep. My first coach, that 
I can remember, was Mr. Gordon Hoover, around 
1936. 

The Melita Intermediates were the only "show" 
around in the late thirties. I remember my dad, who 
was the manager coach, always on the phone and 
writing letters. It was common then to arrange games 
by mail. I remember walking Main Street ringing a 
bell and calling "Hockey game tonight" . 

The Melita dressing room was right amongst the 
crowd, no partitions, in the waiting room. You 
dressed at home and put your skates on in the rink. 
There were no refreshments sold. The goal judge 
stood behind the net and it was fun to watch him duck 
from the shots, and oh! what arguments. Once, when 
I was sick, I phoned to the rink to get the score, and 
the ever faithful Resby Coutts, the man at the gate, 
answered the phone. "What's the score", I said, 
"Tied" he says, then there was a great roar, then 
Resby's voice breaks through "One up" and slams 
down the receiver. 

I remember a trip to Napinka, to play Pee Wee 
hockey, in a sleigh box pulled by horses. 

But the interest and crowds who followed the 
Intermediates from 1935 to 1940 were fantastic. Tak
ing a special train to go to Souris and having half the 
rink reserved for Melita and of course it was the same 
way when they came back. John McKinney would 
convert his cream truck into a fan bus and this was 
something else, sitting on a two inch plank facing 
each other, and over those roads. Getting stuck or 
waiting for a snowplough was a common thing. 
Roads were flat with the fields, and snowbanks high
er than the car. The latest game played in M.A.H.A. 
history was played in Melita in spring of 1939, being 
Intermediate finals between Melita and Carman. The 
game billed for 8 p.m. started after midnight and 
ended after 3 a.m. The referee, Cliff Hart, got to 
Pipestone by train and the road was blocked to Melita, 
so a snow plane was sent out to get the referee. The 
Carlton and Sun Cafes were jammed solid for four 
hours. 

We had two players stay at our house for one 
winter, Tommy Koots and Gil Cosgrove. They got 
room and board. A player named Roy McKenzie, 
stayed at R. Coutts and in late November, would 
skate every night to the Napinka bridge and back. I 
remember Bob Bend and his wife Kay, travelling 
from Tilston by horse and cutter, so Bob could play 
on the team and make the road trips. The horses were 
changed once each way on the 50 mile round trip. 
The team's sticks were strapped together and tied on 
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the front car bumper or running board - what a mess 
in the spring all covered with mud and wet. 

In the spring the crowds were great. I remember, 
because my seat was on a board in the rafters, and I'd 
look down and Mr. Mac McKinley was eating his 
supper out of a bag and reading the paper. He was 
there at 6:30 for his place (standing) for the 8 p.m. 
game. On March 22, 1942, the Winnipeg Juvenile 
Rangers played Melita and the water on the ice was 
one-fourth inch deep. There were so many people 
lined up to get in, that the players could only enter 
through the back snow door. We lost 12-0. The return 
game, played in the Winnipeg Amphitheatre, was a 
thrill to us all. We lost 24-4. Never again, since that 
day, has the city played off against the country in 
M.A.H.A. 

I remember the speed of Clarence Busby and 
maybe, because his pants were so short, it made him 
look like he was going faster; Baldy Cheyne, the rock 
man in the corners and of course the best hockey 
player in those days, Pop Quane. Whenever things 
flared up, over the wall came Ewart Holden. Of 
course men behind the scenes were: George 
Branston, Doc Wilson, Resby Coutts and Wilfred 
Ketcheson and his excellent write ups. 

All these things I'll never forget as they leave 
precious memories. 

Lacrosse 
On March 15, 1892 a meeting was held at 

Brundrit's Hall for the purpose of organizing la
crosse. Officers elected were: Honorary President
Dennis Brundrit, President - George Hayes; Vice 
President - Jack Cosgrove; Secretary Treasurer 
G. S. Hayes; Captain - William Anderson; Execu
tive Committee Murdock Cameron, Harry Brad
ford, William Cobb, A. E. Blakeway and George 
Anderson. 

A Minstrel Concert was put on to raise funds to 
get established; this was presented at Bell and Cos
grove Hall. 

In 1899 the lacrosse circuit was Melita, Delo
raine, Boissevain, Souris, and Hartney. 

In 1904 Hartney visited Melita and 400 people 
attended an exceptionally good game. The boys re
turned this game in June, when the Brass Band and 
over 200 Melita citizens accompanied them on the 
train to Hartney. 

The colors of this club through the years were 
blue and white. 

The club seems to have folded in 1905, at which 
time the circuit was Souris, Hartney, Melita, Carn
duff, and Oxbow. 



Lawn Tennis Club 
The Lawn Tennis Club was organized on March 

27, 1903 with the following executive: President Dr. 
Byers, Vice President H. V. Morse, Secretary-Trea
surer Robert Love, Managing Committee: Mrs. 1. L. 
Campbell; Mrs. W. 1. Graham, Miss Denny, Mr. 
Gowan, Mr. Armstrong, Mr. E. Davis. At this time 
the tennis grounds were on the old Gifford farm. 

In 1904 the tennis grounds were between the 
Church of England and Baptist Church (Catholic 
Church now). The membership fees were: $3 for 
gentlemen, $2 for ladies and $1 for pupils. There was 
tennis activity each year until 1913 and then there was 
no record until 1918. In 1920 courts were at the 
Methodist Church and in 1921-1929 Central Park had 
two "splendid tennis courts" . 

The Tennis club was inactive from 1929 to 1932, 
and from 1935 to 1946. It was revived in 1946. In 
1972 tennis courts were ready for action on the west 
side of the swimming pool. 

Skating Rinks and Arena 
The Palace Skating Rink opened November 26, 

1892 on the south side of A. W. Law & Co. Bank. 
(Sacred Heart Church today). I. T. Lennox was re
sponsible for construction and operation of the rink. 
Grand carnivals were held here in 1892 and 1894 with 
fancy costumes and Melita Brass Band in atten
dance. In November of 1897 a new rink was built 
south of the C.P.R. tracks with salvaged material 
from the old rink plus $300. It was under the supervi
sion of Contractor Tripp. 

The skating area was 50' x 50' along with two 
sheets of curling ice. This rink was destroyed in 1899 
by a cyclone. In November 1900, Messrs. Tripp and 
Armsden rebuilt a rink 132' x 66' on the same site, 
with a lean-to waiting room. Arrangements could be 
made for curling when not in use by skaters. Tickets; 
gentlemen 8 for $1, ladies 10 for $1, children 12 for 
$1. Melita Citizens band played Wednesday and Sat
urday evenings. In June 1901 the roof caved in under 
heavy snow. 

In November 1901, Crane Bros. built a new skat
ing and curling rink opposite the mill. Alex Cameron 
was in charge of construction. The first carnival was 
held in December. Howard Kenner was manager of 
the 1902-1903 activities of the rink, which included a 
Leap Year Skating party and two fancy dress car
nivals as well as the regular functions. 

In November 1903, Crane Bros. enlarged the 
waiting room and in July 1904 the skating rink col
lapsed and was tom down. 

In absence of a skating rink in 1904 and 1905 the 
young people used the river and creek. 

In 1907, A. 1. Cameron was in charge of the 
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skating rink. A mild spell in January caused it to close 
down. No one seems to know where the rink was 
situated. 

In November 1909 Pope & Johnson had the con
tract for a new rink. The ice area was 60 x ISO' with a 
six foot passage down one side. Waiting room ac
commodations - two storey - with band gallery. 
The building was covered with corrugated steel. The 
Curling Rink Co. issued 2,500 preferred shares. The 
cost was about $2,700. The completion of the wait
ing room took place in December 1911. This was 
situated where the Legion Lounge and the Liquor 
Commission are now. 

In the 1910-11 season, Mr. Baxter was the man
ager and hold this position for four years. Fancy dress 
carnivals were popular and two or three were held 
each season. The fall of 1913 was so mild that ice 
could not be made until December 23. 

In November 1914 a portion of the skating rink 
caved in due to heavy snow but the shareholders 
repaired this damage. There is little reference to the 
rink during the war years. In February 1923, the roof 
again collapsed from snow, the damage was not ex
treme and repairs were made in December of that 
year. Hockey was discontinued in 1923, due to the 
poles that supported the roof. 

In December 1924, the rink affairs were to be 
directed by a committee known as "Melita Munic
ipal Skating Rink". Family season tickets were $5, 
combined ladies and gentlemen were $2, children 
were $1.50 and juveniles were $1.50. Single admis
sion was 25¢ and children 15¢. 

In 1928 a phonograph supplied the music. To this 
time the band had played Tuesday nights. 

In 1929 a town by-law to build a new rink was 
defeated. The old rink was condemned, so the roof 
was removed and an open air rink was used that 
winter. 

In 1930 the rink by-law No. 463 passed and R. N. 
Wyatt was awarded the contract to build a 76' x 188' 

Building skating rink in 1930. 



structure at $8,500. The ice area measured 64' x 
170' , along both sides was a six foot wide standing 
area. The gallery upstairs was 50' x 18' and both 
ladies' and gentlemen's rest rooms were supplied. 
The entrance to the rink was on Elm St. the building 
was on the south west comer of Elm and Front St. 

December 12, 1930 was the opening of the rink 
with 750 attending. Premier Bracken, Hon. D. L. 
McLeod, and Mr. E. F. Willis accompanied Mayor 
Lamont in the ceremonies. Mr. G. H. Hoover was 
caretaker of the new building and Mr. Robert 
Cochlan held this position for the 1932 and 1933 
seasons. 

The first Carnival queen contest was run in 1935 
and Patsy Sutherland won this contest. This rink was 
also used for curling during the bonspiels. 

In May 1935, a portion of the skating rink floor, 
85' x 60' was floored for dancing. The new pavilion 
was known as the Coliseum and operated like this 
each year from April 15 to October 15. In 1935 the 
Souris Orchestra opened the Coliseum Field Day 
evening with a ten piece orchestra and the Elks' bevy 
of dancing girls. 

Mr. Dick Taylor was engaged as caretaker for the 
1935 season, and Tuesday and Thursday night were 
set aside for hockey. Thursday was game night and 
Tuesday was practice night unless the rink committee 
desired to reserve Tuesday for special events in which 
case the hockey boys practised one hour prior to 
skating on Monday and Wednesday nights. 

In 1948 the first revision in regards to lighting 
was made since 1930. To this time there had been 
nine lamps of 300 watts each. The new lighting was 
four rows of ten lamps (40 lamps of 300 watts each). 

The Kinsmen Club took over the operation of the 
skating rink for the Town of Melita on a rental basis 
from 1951 to 1959. Some other caretakers of this rink 
were John McKinney, H. L. Lodwick, George Fer
guson, Baldy Cheyne and Hilton Harper. 

About 1966 a sports complex committee was set 
up; Mr. Bob Beaudette was chairman, Larry Town
send - secretary, Bill Russell and Norman Stewart 

building committee, Gordon Russell - pool, 
Frank Warsaba skating rink, Gerry Morrow and 
Earl Craven - curling rink, Bud Anderson club 
house, Delmar Loucks and Ken Williams - land 
committee, Doug Minnis, George Ferguson, and 
Don Cameron finance and W. D. Ketcheson -
pUblicity. 

A great deal of research, organizing and planning 
took place before the official opening of the Arena 
facility in February 1973. Approximately 600 at
tended the opening on February 9 which included a 
full evening of scheduled programs. The Figure 
Skating Club entertained, followed by a ten and 
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under hockey game. A brief history of the recrea
tional side of the rink was given. Officials bringing 
greeting were Mayor Gerry Morrow, Reeve A. E. 
Andrews, 1. D. Watt, M.L.A. for Arthur, Hon. Wal
ter Dinsdale, M.P. Brandon-Souris and Bud Boyce, 
M.L.A. of the Department of Tourism, Recreation 
and Cultural Affairs. T. Voth, Central Canadian 
Structure, turned the keys over to P. Crane of Under
wood McLellan Engineers who in tum presented 
them to the Arena construction board. 

The project received $20,000 from the Depart
ment of Tourism, Recreation and Cultural Affairs. 
By-laws have been prepared and provisions made for 
joint maintenance by the Rural Municipality of 
Arthur and the Town of Melita. The Melita Bisons 
and the Boissevain Border Kings played a swift game 
of hockey, ending the evening with a 7-4 game for 
Melita. 

In June 1973, a public meeting was held regard
ing artificial ice in the arena. This project became a 
reality by September 1974. 

In 1980 a sports' facility grant of $10,000 was 
received by the Arthur Municipality for renovations 
of the arena. These monies were spent on kitchen 
renovations, installation of plexiglass around the ice 
area and extra seating capacity. 

In summer the arena is used for dances and 4H 
calf shows, Horticultural Society, Funtier Days, auc
tion sales, homecoming programs, Cadet annual in
spection, and a roof at any time that the weather 
requires such. Caretakers in the arena have been Bill 
Nelms, Murray Kirkup and Gary Murray, Cecil Pat
terson and Stewart Harmon. 

It is no small job to keep this extensive project 
functioning and many people deserve much credit for 
long hours spent in ways and means of doing just 
that. Our arena is a tremendous credit to the town and 
community. As the years have shown, this is an 
essential recreational facility with our long cold win
ters. A combination of a strong arena board and 
respectful patrons should see this building serving 
for many many years. 

Antler River Recreation District 
Talks got under way, in the fall of 1978, about the 

possibility of forming a Recreation District. This 
district would encompass the R.M. 's of Arthur, Al
bert, Edward, and the Town of Melita. 

The purpose of forming this district was to meet 
the recreation needs and desires of the citizens within 
the district. 

After forwarding a written proposal to the De
partment of Fitness, Recreation and Sport, in January 
1980, the group was recognized as the Antler River 
Recreation District Commission. The representa-



tives serving on the first commission were: Gerry 
Morrow, Chairman, Town of Melita; Ken Bugg, 
R.M. of Arthur; Manson Moir, R.M. of Albert; Law
rence Smith, R.M. of Edward; Ute Bolton, Antler 
River School Division; Cliff Hicks, Secretary-Trea
surer, Town of Melita. 

The financing of the Recreation district is cov
ered through two main sources of revenue: 1) tax 
dollars - 1.5 dollars per capita and 2) grants from 
the Department of Fitness, Recreation and Sport. 

With the Provincial Department as a supporting 
body, the commission began taking direct steps in 
developing the district. As councillors, representing 
their municipalities, they felt that the most effective 
way of developing recreation in the district was to 
hire a professional. The interviews were under way in 
April 1980 , with the first Recreational Director, May 
Rostecki opening the office doors on June 9, 1980. 

River Park 
The early accounts of River Park which came into 

being July 9, 1881, when a By-Law debenture 
passed, delegating $2000 for land, $1000 for a bridge 
and another $1000 for other improvements. The 
grounds were to include almost 11 acres of the beau
tifully treed point just over the river and 27 acres of 
choice prairie land adjoining on this side. Tenders 
went out for the erection of a pile bridge over the 
Souris River in River Park grounds and a pavilion in 
the park. The R. N. Wyatt tender was accepted, the 
bridge cost of $920, and the pavilion $414, the town 
to furnish the pile driver and work to be completed by 
October. 

Swimming, Souris River at the park, 1925. 

In 1908 a new race track was laid out near the 
river (see account of added building in Agricultural 
Society History). 

The swimming pool at River Park in 1931 under 
auspices of Board of Trade was to be improved with a 
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Pavilion. 

diving board on the north side of the river, the bank 
on the park side terraced and equipped with steps and 
carpet. Gravel was dumped along the bank to cover 
the mud. The town was to furnish gravel and trans
portation and the young men from town do the work. 
By 1948 construction of a new bridge over the Souris 
River cost $6000, and James Robertson was the con
tractor. Further improvements to the park were a 
concession booth, built by local Kinsmen at the cost 
of $1000 and three bleachers each 30 feet long and 
five seats high costing $1200. This project took place 
for Canada's Centennial in 1967. 

The park has been damaged by flood waters on a 
number of occasions, discouraging further expendi
ture in this area. The bridge no longer spans the river 
to what was one of the most beautiful parks in the 
west. The grounds however are still used for ball 
tournaments and other such sports. 

Recreation, Music and Drama 
Border Music and Drama Festival 

In 1935 Melita was chosen the centre for launch
ing of this program, (which was to take place 
annually in May) made possible through the work of 
the Women's Institute of this division, and a cash 
donation from the Souris Turtle Mountain District 
Festival. Much of the credit went to Inspector George 
Hunter. 

Towns included were: Melita, Elva, Napinka, 
Pierson, Lyleton, Waskada, Goodlands, Medora, 
Reston, Pipestone, Sinclair, Lauder and Tilston. De
loraine joined the program in 1940. 



Irvine Graham and Melita School Festival Choir about 1936. 
L.-R., Back Row: Stella Mussen, Kathleen Jobbins, ?, Irvine 
Graham, Mary Robertson, Helen Heath, ? 2nd Row: Miriam 
Lee, Edith Dyer, Edythe Robinson, Francis Ashton. Front 
Row:?, Roberta Ashton, Joan Pettipher, Katie Jones, Mildred 
Morrow, Elizabeth Pettipher. 

Mrs. G. Hoover was president of the festival from 
1935-1945. Mrs. 1. S. Cosgrove was Secretary-Trea
surerfrom 1935 to 1942 when Mrs. D. W. Yuill took 
over. 

Nearly 250 entries were received the first year. 
Programs were made for the two day festival, May 
10th and 11th, with admission: morning session 
15¢; and evening 25¢; season tickets - 60¢. The 
programming took place at the Presbyterian and 
United Churches, as well as the Coliseum, with the 
assistance of about 50 volunteers. 

Trophies donated in 1935 were: 
The Hunter Shield donated by George Hunter, 

Inspector of Schools, for highest aggregate in spoken 
poetry. 

Melita Presbyterian Church Choir - Shield Winner at Music 
Festival in late 1930's. L.-R., Back Row: Mrs. Robertson, Rev. 
M. P. Floyd, Aileen Abbot. Middle Row: Mary Dunbar, Winnie 
Scott Sheila Robertson, Doll Lamont, Bunty Robertson, Dora 
Dunbar. Front Row: Mary Robertson, Roberta Ashton, Vivian 
Jones, Marion Robinson, Florence Cochrane. 

The Rose Bowl Trophy - donated by Errick 
Willis for adult vocal achievement. 

The Graham Trophy - donated by I. H. 
Graham, High School Principal for junior choir. 
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The McLeod Trophy - donated by the late D. L. 
McLeod for best church choir. 

The T. Eaton Silver Cup - donated by Eatons of 
Winnipeg for the dramatic section. 

The 1. R. Pitt Trophy - donated in 1936 by 1. R. 
Pitt, M.L.A. for the folk dancing class. 

In 1935 the attendance was 2000 in the day pro
grams and 1600 at the evening program. The festival 
was a decided financial success, and high tribute was 
given to spoken poetry this year. 

The 1938 Border Festival ranked as the largest in 
Manitoba outside Winnipeg. Over 1000 people at
tended the final program. Inspector Hunter paid trib
ute to President Mrs. G. H. Hoover and Secretary 
Mrs. 1. S. Cosgrove. 

In 1941 the United Church and the Coliseum were 
used for performances and Lauder School excelled in 
their presentation of "Jack and the Beanstock" with 
93 marks. 

Adjudicators 1935-1940 were: Mr. Murray 
McDonald of Hartney, Mrs. D. B. Murray and Mr. 
Ronald Gibson of Winnipeg. 1940 were Miss Irene 
Church and Ronald Gibson of Winnipeg and Miss A. 
Yeomans of Brandon Normal School. 1943 was 
Filmer Hubble for music and Beth Douglas for 
drama. 

In 1944 a one day program was tried but found to 
be unsatisfactory because of too many entries. Miss 
Dora Dunbar was official piano accompanist 
throughout the festival. 

It seems that this program discontinued about this 
time. 

Bede School Shield winner for rural school choirs at festival in 
1937. Back Row: Margaret Anderson (teacher), Ruby Robin
son, Donnie Carr, Doug Wilkinson, Doug Minnis, Noreen 
Robinson, Joyce Gannon. Front Row: Beverley Robinson, 
Ennis Slack, Audrey Wilkinson, Ian Robinson, Nadine Wilkin
son, Delbert Carr. 

Citizens Bands 1892-1940's 
The Melita Basic Band composed of 19 pieces, 

was organized in 1892 and was still functioning in 



First Fair held in present town site. 1892. 

1894 with Robert Lennox as bandmaster. The band 
members were R. Lennox, Leader; John Snyder, W. 
1. Graham, 1. Underhill, E. Ferguson, H. Lennox, I. 
T. Lennox, John Cosgrove, George Anderson, R. 
Grant, H. Willoughty, Harry Richardson, C. P. 
Holden, W. W. Anderson, 1. Anderson and Lee 
Greaves. They played in all the towns around and 
also played in band competitions in Brandon and 
other places, with credit to themselves and the town. 

In 1899, the band had ceased to function and 
great effort was made to re-establish the band and 
build a bandstand. The band re-organized under the 
leadership of Blake Sharp, but it was well into 1901 
when the bandstand was built, opposite the Enter
prise. In 1903, the officers were: President, 1. B. 
Graham; Vice President, Robert Grant and Secre
tary-Treasurer, A. Duncan. The leader was R. M. 
McKay. 

The band played regularly on the streets during 
the summer months. Members were 1. M. Dobbyn, 
A. C. Dobbyn, A. Cameron, W. Donnelly, 1. 0. 
Dunford, C. P. Holden, A. Duncan, G. Anderson, 
W. Anderson, H. Tripp, R. Grant, E. Bedford, E. 
Halls, R. McKay, W. H. Stover, G. Burt-Gerrans, 
and E. Lewis. A Grand Concert was performed to 
raise money for uniforms. Ticket prices were 35¢ and 
50¢ for reserved seats. Out of town engagements 
were at Elva and Napinka. The uniforms became a 
reality in 1906. 
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The 1909 "Melita Citizens Band" was underthe 
leadership of R. McKay for the sixth year. The mem
bers were: Coronets: Bandmaster McKay, Andrew 
Duncan second and L. Barker third; French Horn: C. 
Laughlin; Saxaphone: Altos G. E. Burt-Gerrans; 
solo 1. B. Graham first, James Armsden second; 
Saxophone Tenors: Bert Graham and Fred Jamieson; 
Slide Trombone: B. L. Jamieson solo, A. Bradley, 
and Matt Tole; Baritone: Geo. White; Bb bass: C. 
Jamieson; Eb bass: A. 1. Cameron and R. Cantlon; 
Drums: I. C. Brooks snares, R. Downie bass; Circu
lar Helicon Bass Horn ($75) player Alex Cameron. 

This band had out-of-town engagements at 
Lyleton Sports Day and Westhope July 4th celebra
tions. The first annual picnic was held August 6, 
1909. 

Annual grants of $100 to $250 from the town 
council and $100 from Arthur Municipality helped 
the band to continue operating. Barltl concerts at 
Sturgeon's Hall were a source of revenue. Several 
citizens appreciated the value of their band and sup
ported it financially. The band "suspended" in 1911 
due to lack of members. 

In 1913 Mr. Coates was manager. New books 
were ordered and complete uniforms were available 
but there was some difficulty in finding members. 
Mr. Robert Lennox was the new leader and the town 
granted $250 to the leader, providing the band play 



once a week at Central Park. With much effort this 
was accomplished. 

Mr. Oates was leaderofthe band from 1914-21. In 
1914, the concerts were continued at the park and 
they played at Pierson Sports Day. The town sup
ported the band with a $175 grant. In 1916 a $300 

Melita Citizens Band 1917. Back Row: D. Sturgeon, 0. Hoover, 
C. D. Bailey, D. Lamont (Pres.), W. Brockinton, J. H. Armsden, 
M. Loucks. 2nd Row: P. Greaves, J. Cobb. 3rd Row: F. 
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grant was given from the Council of Melita to assist 
in the purchase of instruments and other incidentals. 
In 1917 concerts were performed on Main Street as 
well as in the park and it was said "there was no better 
band in southern Manitoba". 

Through the years, the band was an essential part 

Armstrong, Miss L. Laughlin, Miss W. Armstrong, W. F. Oates 
(leader), MissA. Loucks, Miss R. Kenner. Front: E. H. Floyd, F. 
J. Davis. 



of the skating rink. References were made in the 
papers in 1892-1894 of the band's presence on a 
regular basis and for frequent carnivals. In 1900, they 
played every Wednesday and Saturday evening but 
most winters they played one evening every week. 
Through the winter season of 1918, the band played 
for skating every Monday and Friday evening. In 
1928 a phonograph was purchased and the band was 
not so essential. 

In 1919, several performances welcomed the boys 
home from the war. 

In 1921 there was again a general call for mem
bers and a skating night sponsored by the band to 
raise funds. Mr. 0. Hoover assisted Mr. Oates as 
band leader and took over as leader in 1922. 

In 1924 Chester Perry of Hartney led the band and 
in August several hundred people attended a com
bined Souris-Melita Concert at Melita Central Park. 
This concert was performed by Melita and Souris 
bands in 1925 in Souris at which time Gunner Malm
stedt was leader of the band in Melita. 

In 1927 Mr. H. P. Musson was leader and the 
band played Saturday nights, weather permitting. A 
combined concert was performed August 21,1927 at 
Central Park by Souris, Hartney and Melita bands. 

In 1928 Gunner Malmstedt was leader and R. 

Pauline Kwolek was the first drum majorette of Melita March
ing Band 1940's. 
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Spencer of Hartney attended band practices in the 
leadership capacity in 1929. 

In May 1934 The Board of Trade sponsored a 
Melita band concert in the theatre. There were 30 
members attired in white uniforms. President at this 
time was G. H. Mann. 

Wesley Kenner carried the leadership from 1932 
to 1939. Mr. W. 1. Robertson assisted in 1939. In 1933 
a benefit concert was performed to raise money to 
purchase tickets "for kiddies to skate" where parents 
were unable to afford these. Thirty-three season tick
ets were purchased. Bill Robertson directed the band 
for this occasion. At this benefit, Mr. C. P. Holden 
was honored with a presentation of a club bag. He 
was a Charter Member in the band over 40 years ago 
and still active. 

By the end of the 1940's Melita no longer had a 
Citizen's Band. 

(See School Band) 

Glee Clubs and Voice 'fiaining 
A male Glee Club was formed in 1903 under the 

leadership of Mr. H. Canfield. Members were: R. M. 
Graham, A. B. Estlen, B. Crane, W. Crane, E. W. 
Bedford, W. H. Stover, G. Burt Gerrans, C. P. Hold
en, W. F. Hamelin, W. Donnelly, R. McKay, E. 
Maycock, R. Love, F. Smith, D. Lamont and A. 
Watch. 

Some of the music was composed by Mr. Can
field. Some teachers who offered voice training 
were: Miss A. W. Armitage - 1902, Mrs. Helen 
Downie -1906, Mrs. and Miss Shields -1909 and 
Mr. Belleau in 1922. Mr. Belleau also had a choral 
group at this time. 

The Melita Choral Society under choir master 
and organist W. G. lobbins gave their first concert 
"The Life Divine Cantata" on March 31, 1932. 

In 1939, the Melita Choral Society presented a 
cantata in the United Church. 

Piano Teachers 
1892 Miss O'Connor 
1893 Mrs. Springer 
1900 Richard March 
1902 Miss A. W. 

Armitage 
1903 Mrs. Charles 

Armitage 
1906-1913 Mrs. Helen 

Downie 
1906 Miss Flora Evans 
1908 Mrs. Cantlon 

Miss Wickett 
1909 Mrs. and Miss 

Shields 

1913-1962 Gordon lobbins 
1918 Professor 

1921 
1923 
1927-1929 
1928 
1931-1940 
1929-1931 

1931 
1940 

Corrison 
Marion Pheonix 
Reg Cann 
Leita M. Ballard 
Gladys Murphy 
Mary Estlin 
Mrs. Modeland 
Miss Alston 
Miss Minnie 
Buckley 
Blanche Fewings 
Mrs. B. C. Hill 



Some more recent teachers are: Hertha Downey, 
Elda Griffith, Bonnie Cheyne, Min. Forsythe and 
Laura Furtney. 

Melita Art Club 
As early as 1892 teachers of oil paintings were 

advertising in the papers for students. Some of these 
names over the years were: O'Connor; Graham; M. 
P. Mansor; Misses Armsden and Kontzie. 

We think of our pioneer men as hardy, robust, 
adventurous individuals. It is interesting to note that 
these same individuals took time to use and develop 
talents in the hobby line. They competed annually in 
the fair exhibits in categories such as oil painting, 
water coloring, crayon and pencil drawings, painting 
on velvet satin and wood, bookkeeping, map draw
ing and penmanship. Their names were listed 
amongst the prize winners until 1913 when for some 
reason men were no longer qualifying in the prizes. 

In 1932 a local art exhibit was a popular event. A 
display of oil, water color, and pastels in the store of 
E. H. Russell, attracted nearly 1,000 people. Artists 
represented were: Miss D. M. Sage, Miss S. A. 
Lodweck, Mrs. Metcalfe, Mrs. 1. A. Ross, E. H. 
Russell, Mrs. C. W. Cro and Mrs. H. P. Musson. 
Rev. F. Franklin was out of town and missed display
ing his work. 

A small art class had been active in Melita for two 
years, when in the fall of 1964, a first grant was 
available for art appreciation and a class of 20 stu
dents was formed. 

Mr. Albert Schmidt of the Melita Collegiate staff 
acted as the competent instructor. His mother was an 
accomplished artist and one sister in Germany was a 
top ranking artist at that time. His ability was recog
nized at age 13 and he was given permission to attend 
adult classes. 

A local art show followed the series of classes on 
March 27 and 28 of 1965 with an attendance of 700 
people. 

Mr. Schmidt's school teaching took him on to 
another area and local "budding artists" continued 
on their own or attended art seminars and shops at 
Gimli, Brandon, Westhope and other places as pro
grams were available. 

In 1973 Mrs. Phyllis Dobbyn (nee Quane) de
served much credit in pulling a club together and for 
almost ten years was instrumental in keeping this 
club active. The cover of our book is an example of 
the talent with which she was blest. 

Since the club was formed we have an annual 
series of ten weekly lessons in the fall of the year. 
Since 1976, on the first Saturday of May each year we 
have held our Art Show and Tea. We have an average 
attendance of about 250. For the past two years the 
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club has sponsored a regular class session as well as a 
beginners class, with a membership of 15 in each 
group. Members are from Tilston, Pierson, 
Waskada, Medora and Melita. 

Some of the instructors have been Terry McLean 
of Virden, Faye Hildebrandt of Pierson , Joyce Ruston 
of Virden and most recently, Douglas Brolund of 
Brandon. We tried a series of four "all day" work 
shops in 1976 with instructor Opal Johannes, Muriel 
Bremner, Emily Turner and Douglas Brolun. The 
evening program of three hours per week for ten 
weeks seems more satisfactory. 

The members work in several -different media 
including water color, oil and acrylic. The classes 
have been held in the museum, Catholic Church 
basement, the old school, the Legion Hall basement 
and the collegiate. We have received three or four 
small grants of $300 and less so we have managed to 
function pretty much on our own with membership 
fees and the proceeds of our show each year. 

There is considerable artistic talent in the area 
and great satisfaction in using this ability. Good luck 
to this club in years to come. 

Quadrille Club 
The Quadrille Club was first organized in 1906. 

In 1907 the officers were: G. W. Archibald - Secre
tary-Treasurer; Clayton Lowery Floor Manager; 
G. Thomson - Committee; Jas. Armsden, G. E. 
Burt Gerrons and 1. H. Lennox. Patronesses were: 
MesdamesR. A. Pope, H. P. Byers, W. Leslie, A. B. 
Estlin, W. 1. Graham, H. H. Richards, L. S. Arnold, 
G. E. Burt Gerrons, C. Lowerg and W. 1. Cobb. 

Dances were held fortnightly with excellent mu
sic provided by Melita Orchestra. Valentine parties, 
Grand Balls, and Masquerade Balls were held in 
Sturgeon's Hall, Menary's Hall (Waites Theatre) and 
in 1914, the windup dance of the season was at the 
Opera House. This special evening was the occasion 
of a masquerade. Invitations were issued and prizes 
for costumes were awarded. The unmasking was at 
midnight. The ball was a success and music by the 
Melita Orchestra, as usual, was excellent. 

Chautauqua 
by E. H. Pat Russell 

In or about 1917 a company was formed whose 
main endeavour was to provide first class entertain
ment to the rural parts of the country. This group was 
especially active in the rural parts of the Prairie 
Provinces. 

An advance agent visited the larger towns and 
villages, and got a citizens committee set up who 
guaranteed sales of tickets to the shows, and assumed 
responsibility for staging same. 



Most of the shows which came to Melita were 
four or five days during the summer months. By use 
of a small crew a Big Top Tent (such as used by 
circus) was set up, and remained in Melita for the 
duration of the Chautauqua Program. The seating 
was taken care of by the use of upright jacks which 
supported planks, and lumber (rented) formed a sort 
of bench with backing. The stage was made with the 
use of Oil Drums in an upright position, with a plank 
floor placed thereon. The stage curtain and scenic 
setting was effected by the use of drapes. 

The groups of artists and entertainers came by 
means of auto and trucks for a one day presentation. 
The group then went on to the next town, that was 
signed up, (such as Melita, Deloraine, Boissevain) 
and another group arrived. 

These groups invariably gave a very excellent 
presentation. This usually consisted of a matinee and 
an evening performance. Usually the matinee was 
given over to very excellent lecturers or single perfor
mers and the evening was taken up by the dramatic 
players and musical groups. 

The Chautauqua offerings were of such calibre 
as: 

The Russian Cossack Choir (12 male voices) 
Gilbert & Sullivan "Mikado" (a light opera compa
ny) 
Daddy Long Legs (a play for children) 
Smiling Through (a dramatic play) 
Hawaiian Music (by groups of Hawaiians) 
Vilgalmer Steffensen (noted Canadian Explorer) 

A Chinese Lecturer (who later became a member 
of the Chinese Embassy in London). 

The Chautauqua Show started coming to Melita 
in 1917 and was nearly an annual event until 1931. 
Due to the drought and depression in 1931, a great 
loss was taken by the local committee, with the result 
that the company ceased to function in Melita. 

"Golden Agers" Drop In Centre 
submitted by G. Mason, President 

The Golden Agers Drop In Centre was founded 
during the summer of 1976. Beulah Moore (now 
Mrs. W. Petersen) worked tirelessly to make this 
possible. A substantial grant, obtained through the 
New Horizons (Health and Welfare of Canada) was 
an important factor in getting organized. Financial 
circumstances did not warrant the purchase of a 
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f = i -"·--•• -I11-..... - .. -.-.-_1-_· __ ··_··_~,,_ .. _II:~_ .. _ .. _f'_"_."_K·_·_..-.-.,........-n_"~_ ... _·~ __ ·~_"'_ •. _ln ___ ~. __ .~_ ! 
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Golden Age Club opening downtown, 1975. 

building for our "drop in centre", but we were fortu
nate in being able to rent a portion of what has long 
been known as the "old comer store" from Norman 
Stewart. The official opening was on October 27, 
1975. The executive formed was as follows: Presi
dent, Beulah Moore; Vice-President - Ken 
Williams; Secretary Dorothy Rowe; Treasurer 
Gid Moore; Kitchen Convenor Mabel Coulter. 
Directors appointed were Andrew Cocquyt, Paul 
Schoonbaert, Gid Moore, John Grierson, Mabel 
Fletcher, Gertie Mason, Walt Riddell, Ed Hicks, Gid 
Cruikshank, and Mabel Coulter. 

Our membership grew to 128 within the first year 
and this proved a very popular place to spend an 
afternoon. It became evident that we needed a larger 
building to suit our needs but we were not successful 
in making a change unti] 1980 when our hopes were 
finally realized. The Antler River School Division, 
having closed the old elementary school for a larger 
area, made a request to the Town of Melita that the 
Golden Age Club be given the building as a senior 
citizen "drop in centre" and the agreement was 
signed in September 1980. 

Our members faced a major challenge in renovat
ing the gymnasium for our centre. A tremendous 
amount of work awaited us all done voluntarily, but 
with plenty of perseverence and co-operation this 
feat was accomplished and we were able to move to 
our new premises in early November. We were fortu
nate in obtaining our second grant from the New 
Horizons to help defray expenses. Our official open
ing was held April 23, 1981 with 165 guests present to 
witness this very special day. Mr. John Svenson, 
Regional Aged Program Specialist of Brandon, was 
in attendance. Our oldest member, Mr. Frank Walker, 
and Mr. Gid Moore, our treasurer from our begin
ning, had the honor of holding the ribbon while Mrs. 
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Jim Downey, in the absence of the Hon. Jim Downey, 
cut the ribbon. 

This has become a very popular spot in our town 
not only for the daily games of one's choice, but there 
are birthday functions, anniversaries, bingos, etc. 
We have had eleven of our members called by death. 
Our membership now is 78. Presently our executive 
is as follows: President, Gertie Mason; Vice Mary 
Pearce; Secretary - Mabel Fletcher; Treasurer -
Dorothy Brown; Kitchen Convenor - Martha 
Schoonbaert- Directors are: Andrew Cocquyt, Paul 
Schoonbaert, Ed Hicks, Bruce Sage, Winston 
McKague, Arnold Snyder, Eva Winthrope, Mabel 
Fletcher, Rachel Wood and Gertie Mason. 

Playhouse Theatre Concert. Winnipeg 1975. Golden Age 
Club partiCipants. L.-R.: Harvey Robson. Keith Sherman, 
Harry Mason, Lillian Yeo and Emory Miller. 

Flying Since 1945 
submitted by Cliff Reddaway 

In 1945, Cliff Reddaway took flying lessons at 
Westhope, North Dakota. Many hours of pleasure 
and achievement have gone into his flying since that 
time. 

In 1945, he purchased a three passenger Stinson 
105. Skis were put on it for winter use. There were no 
snowplows in this area at that time so our roads were 
blocked. 

Cliff flew Doctor Wilson around the district to 
many patients and also brought maternity patients to 
Melita. He landed on the highway by Fred Jensen's 
mink farm and Doctor Wilson would meet them 
there. There were other days when they would leave 
early in the morning and wouldn't arrive back until 
suppertime. 20 and 30 below zero temperatures were 
quite common and Cliff would heat the plane with a 
blow torch to get it started. 

Over the years people used to call to have him fly 
them home for the weekends. He also transported 
curlers when they couldn't get through on the roads. 

In 1948 Cliff and Fred McKinnon flew to Middle
town, Ohio where Cliff purchased a new Aeronica 



Sedan. This plane was much more comfortable for 
winter flying because it had a heater. Doctor Wilson 
enjoyed flying until his death in 1950. 

Cliff often flew the telephone and hydro men 
from Melita and Deloraine to find broken lines and 
trouble after storms. 

In 1961 he bought a Comanche 180. By this time 
there were snowplows and snowblowers so Cliff was 
able to keep his runways cleared for winter use and 
did not need skis anymore. 

He still flew a few emergencies after he bought 
his new plane. Russ Forster was seriously injured in a 
power take off in 1962 and Cliff flew him to Win
nipeg. Another time he rushed Bud McRae to Bran
don. Over the years the airport has been used by 
several local people who took their flying training. 
Today Cliff still enjoys flying, mainly for pleasure. 

Library 
Reading seems to have been a very important 

concern of our town for many years. In 1900 A. N. 
Pope was the librarian for the "Parmaese Circulatory 
Library". In 1904 the ministers and mayor were 
instrumental in calling a meeting to try to establish a 
reading room. R. E. Denny and L. S. Arnold were a 
committee to raise funds. The membership commit
tee was George Barker, R. W. Kellough and Charles 
Farrow. 

From 1906-1909 Mr. Hewitt had a circulatory 
library in the drug store at 10 cents per book for ten 
days. 

In 1907 a club reading room was established with 
30 members. Chairman was Rev. W. Beattie. The 
executive was 1. A. Ross, F. Loucks, T. H. McLeod 
and T. S. Menary, A. Crossland was secretary. The 
room was comfortably furnished and fees were $5 for 
adults and $2 for boys under eighteen. 

This was not a money making project. The pur
pose was to provide a well selected and plentiful 
supply of literature and recreation room at the cost of 
maintenance. Spirits, tobacco, conversation or any 
other feature interrupting quiet reading was strictly 
forbidden. Two additional rooms were provided for 
business consultation or games such as chess, 
draughts, whist, bridge, etc. Cost for the building 
and furniture was $485.55 and operation of it was 
$337. Membership for the year was $125. 

At the annual meeting in 1909 the shareholders 
felt they could not continue the room due to lack of 
support. The clubroom was retained merely as a 
Liberal-Conservative Club. 

In 1921 an extension service library was opened at 
the New Era office. Librarian was Thomas Beveridge 
with hours 7-8 p.m. Tuesday and Friday. Charge was 
5¢ per library card to cover expenses of freight. 
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In 1922 the Circulatory Library appeared in town 
again and was in the Restroom, open Saturday after
noons from 2-3 p.m. and Tuesday evenings from 7-8 
p.m. Mrs. Knott was in charge for two years followed 
by Mrs. Leslie in 1923. This library carried on until 
1929 when Mrs. John Davison took charge. In 1930 a 
charge of 10 cents was started. Mrs. L. Phair was in 
charge from 1937-38 and in February of 1938 mem
bership was 254 and the new Lady Tweedsmuir Li
brary arrived. No one seems to know how long this 
library functioned, but it seems that the live-in care
taker of the restroom was also responsible for the 
library while it was there. 

The Southwestern Manitoba Regional 
Library 
submitted by Patricia Downey 

The creation of a library to serve the people of 
Melita and area was begun in 1953 when the 
Women's Institute obtained a collection of books 
which could be borrowed by the public. Then in the 
summer of 1958 the Chamber of Commerce 
organized a meeting between the Councils of the 
Town of Melita, the R.M. of Arthur, and the R.M. of 
Edward at which Mr. John Russell of the Provincial 
Library Association informed those attending of how 
a regional library could be set up in this area. 

As a result of this meeting it was decided to put 
the idea of forming a library to a vote of the people 
which took place on October 24,1958. The R. M. of 
Arthur and the Town of Melita ratepayers passed the 
vote and so these two councils proceeded to sign an 
agreement between them to form what is now known 
as the Southwestern Manitoba Regional Library. The 
'R.M. of Edward ratepayers defeated the vote and so 
were not part of the original library region. 

A library board was then appointed with three 
members representing each participating munic
ipality, to set up the library. The members of this 
board were: Mr. R. Ramsey, Mrs. Donald Simpson 
and Mr. E. H. Russell, representing the Town of 
Melita with Mr. Robert Banks, Mr. Dan McKinnon 
and Mr. Doug Downey representing the R.M. of 
Arthur. After many meetings and a lot of hard work 
their goal was finally achieved and on August 28, 
1959 the Southwestern Manitoba Regional Library 
was officially opened, being located in the north 
portion of the former Sures building with Mrs. Hilda 
Ross as head librarian in charge. The Honorable 
Stewart McLean, Minister of Education cut the rib
bon. Other officials in attendance were: Deputy May
or 1. B. Barker, Mrs. Moore - chairperson, 
Manitoba Library Trustees Association and Miss 
Marjorie Morley, provincial librarian, as well as 
board members from surrounding regional libraries. 



Galaxy Lanes and Library (note new roof). 

The library has been a busy spot since the day it 
opened with 107 books out of a stock of approx
imately 1800 books being taken out the very first day. 
Growth has been continuous and by 1969 the library 
was bursting at the seams. It was time for the board to 
look for a new location as well as a new librarian as 
Mrs. Ross announced she was ready to retire. The 
summer of 1970 Mrs. Rose Fewings was hired to 
replace Mrs. Ross as head librarian. In December 
1970, with a stock of 10,000 books and magazines, 
the library was moved to its present location, the 
south portion of the Melita and Area Bowling Asso
ciation building where it has continued to grow, with 
the addition of the Village of Napinka in 1977 and the 
R.M. of Edward in 1978. We now have a stock of 
books and magazines in the Napinka Drop-In Centre 
and a branch library in Pierson which has a stock of 
2,200 books and magazines. We also have branched 
out into the audio field with a selection of records and 
tapes available to all borrowers 16 years of age and 
over. 

Interior of library. 
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Films were once available to be borrowed 
through the library from the National Film Board of 
Canada and we are once again offering a film loan 
service through the Public Library Services of Man
itoba. 

Interior of library. 

Another feature of our service is a block of books 
being circulated regularly at the Lodge plus some 
limited service to patients in the Personal Care Home 
and the Hospital. 

Many changes of the board have occurred during 
the years as members came and went. The present 
board consists of one citizen representative and one 
council representative from each participating mu
nicipality, a chairperson and a secretary-treasurer. 

In September 1980, Mrs. Fewings informed us 
she was retiring and to replace her we hired Mrs. 
Barb Walker to be head librarian with Mrs. Val Wray 
as her assistant. Two part-time employees were hired 
to act in the absence of either the head librarian or 
assistant. Head librarian for the Pierson branch is 
Mrs. Sandra Sterling with assistant Mrs. Vicki Miner 
and Napinka library is staffed by Mrs. Georgina 
Burtle, Mrs. Cecile Vinck and Mrs. Maud Vere. 

In conclusion, the present library board, namely: 
Patricia Downey - Chairperson; Estelle Sinclair
Secretary-Treasurer; Bill Ashbee and Ken Storie rep
resenting the Town of Melita; Carman Cole and Ethel 
Dobbyn representing the R.M. of Arthur; Frank 
Sturch and Maud Vere representing the Village of 
Napinka; Ralph Wang and Tony Thompson repre
senting the R.M. of Edward, would like all readers of 
this article to know that the library is a thriving place 
and a valuable service in the communities it serves, 
and therefore we hope it will continue to get from the 
public at large, the same loyal support in the future 
that it has in the past. 



Melita Auto Club of 1913-1914 
Was organized May 5,1913. D. Lamont-Presi

dent; C. O. P. 01ts - Vice President; W. 1. Bower
Secretary-Treasurer; 1. W. Hewitt, W. 1. Graham and 
E. Briggs - Executive. 

The Town Council granted $20 to the Club, to 
paint and post sign boards on the leading roads to 
Melita. In June, the Club had its' first run to Delo
raine - 20 cars, all loaded, took part. They were met 
at Medora by three Deloraine cars, acting as pathfin
ders. At Deloraine, the party was met by officials, 
not police, and leading citizens, and extended a most 
cordial welcome. Immediately after supper, the De
loraine band rendered several selections. The 
weather was ideal, and altogether a most pleasant 
afternoon was spent. 

First motorcade 1914 to leave Melita. 

The Opera House 
On September 13, 1913 Mr. R. Love purchased 

property north of Lot 3, Block 8 for erection of a 
building to house moving pictures and other fonns of 
entertainment. Contractor "Pope" built a structure 
30 x 90' , 20' of stage and 38' of floor level with the 
balance on a slope. The seating capacity was 400 and 
the building was furnished with opera chairs. 

In November the Melita Band had the honor of 
opening the new hall with a concert. Messrs. N. P. 
and W. Gordon Jobbins had much to do with this 
musical concert. 

The Dixie Jubilee Singers were the first out of 
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The Club held a run to Lyleton and Pierson 
another day. The attendance was not as large, due to a 
number of autos being at Brandon Fair. Another run 
was made to Westhope, to take in the sports day. 

The first annual meeting of the Auto Club was 
held April 6, 1914, with C. 0. P. 01ts moving to the 
president's chair. At this time, the Club decided to 
affiliate with The Manitoba Motor League. The fee 
was $2.50 which included their magazine. 

A grand automobile picnic was planned for River 
Park June 22, 1914. Committee - P. S. Dunbar, Dr. 
Lewis, 1. W. Hewitt, W. 1. Cobb, Jim Duncan and 
George Pope. On July 23, 1914, Auto Club had a run 
to Westhope, to an afternoon of baseball matches, 
and no further infonnation was recorded in the paper. 

town program and declared the hall was the finest 
from here to Winnipeg. 

The play house was complete with modern equip
ment. It was lighted from an electric plant in the 
basement. The stage scenery was good and afforded 
an excellent variety for stage setting. 

Moving pictures started December 1913, running 
Monday, Friday and Saturday evenings with prices at 
25¢ and 15¢. 

The Melita Collegiate performed "Macbeth" 
from this stage in 1914. Band concerts, military 
balls, dances and out of town programs such as the 
Swiss Bell Ringers were a few of the programs. 



Friday,Octobe.t 

\ "Five, laugh and love~ thel'eHl 
time when you can't, Remember
mummyhas'ntlaughed for three thousand 
years." ... ' . .. .'. . 

If you miss "Is Marriage a ]'airur~~rat 
the Opera House, Melita, Friday, Odober 
2nd, we b.oth lose. . . 

'Phone> Hewitt's Drug·St9re .. and re'
Berveyour seats NO"V,while yoil think 

'PhoneN o. 55. . . 

\. 

r 
( 

Unfortunately the opera house was reduced to 
ashes January 26, 1917. The cost of the building and 
equipment was $7000 and was only insured to half 
value. The Stock Co. who operated the facility did 
not rebuild. 

Square Dancing 
A recreational and social activity, which brings 

back happy memories, is the Square Dance Club. It 
was organized in November 1958, and the name 
chosen was the MELITA M-8's. The first executive 
was President Norman Walker, Vice-President
Toni Hemeryck, Secretary-Treasurer - Helen Fil
teau, Program Convener- Vivian Walker, Property 

Elma Cobb, Lunch - Constance Dann, Drinks 
- Charlie Carels. The first caller and instructor was 
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.iXE9&SIMPSON,Pl,"ops;, Melita. Man. 
E1i~enentMea,ll\. Well Furnished Rooms. All the 
.. ' " Jeadingli:nes of domest.ie and imported Wines, 

Liqnors and Cigars in fhe' Bar 

. ASSURE YO U 
':', " ' -'- -<, 

:That .... my Made-to-order Sui ts pr' high-olass Ready-to 
We.ar Olothing will appeal to youbeoal1se luymateJ:ials, 
" ...•. . style and workmanship ltl'ellnsurpassod. 
Up·to-dat,e (3ent's Furnishings,Shirts, Caps, SOClrs, lntts 

Cleaning, .. Pr!)ssing, Repairing pl'Oml1tly execnte(l. 

··GEORGESTEWART Melita 

GET YOUR 

DTyGoods, Boots & Shoes 
and Ready4o.,. Wear at 

MELITA, MANITOBA 

Vema Hasselfield with husband Don assisting from 
Deloraine and they received $5 per session. 

There were 90 members in the 1959-1960 season. 
Monthly socials, to which neighboring clubs were 
invited and surprise visits to claim or reclaim a club 
banner were times for dancing, fun and fellowship. 
Melita's first Jamboree on February 9th, 1960 had an 
attendance of over 200. Several open-air Jamborees 
were held, adjoining the Oasis Restaurant (now 
White Owl). As with many organizations, the popu
larity of T. V. and rock n' roll for the younger set plus 
the difficulty in obtaining a caller led to a decline in 
membership and in 1969 the club was disbanded. The 
executive at that time was President Bruce Sage, 
Vice President Roy Lamport, Secretary - Sabra 
Gould, Treasurer - Bertha Cocquyt, Decorating 



~ .. •. ~ N. P.JOBBINS 
OPERA HOUSE. MELI'rA We have It ear of 

Friday Evening October 2 

THEOADETS 
PlmSEN'l' 

THE EMiNENT COMEDY TRIUMPH 

Is Marriage a Failure? 
Produced and Stttge(lunder the personal 
direction of \Vm E. Lorraine, Winnipeg 

CAST 
Capt. Robert Culver, t:hc Porsouification of T!'llLh. .p •••• N. P. JOIUUXS 

Obadinh Dn\\'snn~ the Captain's UncI", Mnunders 
"timothy 'rolman. a Hel\'l)cdn~tl 'lIusbmlu ...... 'T' LOrl'ttilJ~ 
1\1.1.', Dull'oy, theCaptu-in'~ ft\thcr~i!l~ta,w "... ."........ .. 0 Hoo\'er 
Hobson, a waitt-!.'" from tho Cl\fo HGlorin.unaH 

.. ' ' ••.• , •• O. n. Armstrong 
Myrtlf~ Cll1v('r. \110: C.\ptJtill'~ witt! ,",' Mnymtl ott:..: 
Mr~. Timot,hy Tohmm. '11jnwthy's Guardian Angel. Mrs. R. },!". Ridr;ewclt 
Kuty. a Mh'ch-ieWHts llIni(l . . Dolty Arm:-ltl'()I1~ 
'I'he Duby. "His h"'Jfat Appoarf\n(~eH .......... ,., ........... Baby \Yovllt:t\ 

SYNOPSlS 
ACTL-Drawing Room in Tolman'::; Summer HOlllo. 

MORNING. "Tho Clouds Gather." 

ACT II. The same, the next morning. "The Storm 
Brettks." 

ACT III. '1.'he 8!l.lllC. Eycning. "All's well that. 
ends ,,·ell. " 

The Time 

Early Auttullll of 1900 

ThePl~ .. 

On tho Htl(lson River, 
in New Jersy 

THE MELITA ORCHESTRA 
Uilder the direction of W, F. Oat"s 

Marian White, Drinks - Dan and Germaine 
Gerlock, Stew and Elsa Fox of Regent were faithful 
as callers and instructors from 1963 to 1969 with a top 
fee of$15. a night. Some members did, and still do, 
join with neighboring clubs for square dancing fun. 

The Melita Belle Aires 
by Elma Cobb 

In January 1958, we four, Vivian Walker, Ruth 
Townsend, Mil Feader and Elma Cobb, decided to 
give up the solos, duets and trios we'd previously 
been singing, to perform four-part unaccompanied 
Barbershop Harmony together. We called ourselves 
the Melita Belle Aires. We toured the country from 
Edmonton to Minneapolis, performing in over fifty 
different cities and towns over the next decade and a 
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F an and Winter AppJes 
to arri YO shortly. In· order to dispose of them from 
car, 'we will pmetically givo them ltway. Get our 

beforo going elsowhere. 

PHONE 60 MELiTA. 

, A Cordia] Invitation 
Is extended to you to call at my new shop (next to t·he 
Post Oftiee) and inspect. my excellcntsmnples of Snitings 
for LADIES amI GENTLE.MEN. Your own material 
made-to.your.order. Style, wOl'kmttnship and material 
are u:lJsolutely g,llLl'Itntced in every Suit I turn out. 

CL~]AXlN(j, PI\ESflING AND REPAIRIlW. PRmrPT AND PERI"EC1' 

D1CK RlDGEWELL, Melita 

THE STORE OF 

. Fresh Groceries, Confectionery and Fruit 
S'l'OCK ALWAYS COMPLETE 

ORDER GRAP}I~S AND WIN'fER APPLES NOW 

W. J. BOWER 
PHONE 47 MELiTA 

EVERYTHING 
That !l. high.eltLlls Confectionery Store should supply, 
will be fount1 at our Store. Confectionery of every de· 

scrilltion.. Tobaccos, Cigars and Cigarettes. 
Just al'rivetl a magnificent. new line of FANCY \yORK 
Always Fresh Stoek! Always Courteous Attention! 

Always Correct, Prices! 
MRS. R. F. RiDGEWELL, MELITA, MA.N. 

The Opportune 'Time 
Now the rush of the season is over, have phot.os 

htken of your· buildings, horses lend stock whil('. the 
weather is good. 

Why would'ut. they make the best Xmas Gift? 
\Ye cOyer It radit1s of thirty nIile!:;. 

SILVERNALE & NELSON 
Outdoor Photographei's Melita. 

half, singing greetings from Melita to audiences far 
and wide. At one point we received crests from the 
Province of Manitoba and the City of Winnipeg, 
simply for doing what we enjoyed most - "Spread
ing harmony throughout the land". 

It all started, when we saw an opportunity for a 
debut as a barbershop quartette in the Robbie Burns 
Concert in the Melita Legion Hall, January 22, 1958. 
That night we sang "Flow Gently Sweet Afton" 
from Cole's Barbershop Ballads, arranged for male 
voices, and "Carolina Moon" and "Angry" from 
The Chordettes Harmony Encores, arranged for 
women's acappella. We got up in assorted street 
clothes, carried our music stand on stage, and Mae 
Dobbyn struck the first note on the piano - we 
didn't have our own pitch pipe yet! Vivian sang lead, 



The Belle Aires - Vivian Walker, Elma Cobb, Ruth Townsend 
and Mil Feader. 

Ruth sang baritone, Mil sang bass, and I sang tenor. 
That first night, the audience wasn't at all sure how 
they were going to take to women barbershoppers! 

By the time we performed the next year on CKX
TV in Brandon, we'd mastered the pitch pipe, mem
orized our songs and were dressed alike. A member 
of the international organization of Sweet Adelines 
was in Brandon at the time, saw the show, and invited 
us to become members of the Winnipeg Chapter, 
although we lived two hundred miles from the city. 
This affiliation afforded us the opportunity to sing on 
seven annual Winnipeg Sweet Adeline shows, to 
present Regina Sweet Adelines Chapter with its char
ter, to headline Sweet Adeline shows in Edmonton, 
Regina, and Estevan, and to compete in novice and 
regional quartette competitions in Winnipeg and 
Fargo. We worked without a coach and competed for 
the fun, never placing with the winners in the compe
titions, but we were thrilled with the enthusiasm and 
encouragement they showed us, just a sample of 
which was the standing ovation they gave us at the 
Edmonton Afterglow. Our own Winnipeg Chapter 
was most supportive and helpful, and twice travelled 
to Melita to join us in the shows we put on for the 
people of the area. 

For the most part, though, we sang for audiences 
who were not barbershoppers. After the Robbie 
Burns night, we were invited to sing by various 
organizations in the southwest of the province, some 
of which were: Lions Clubs, Legion, Women's In-
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stitute, Kinsmen, K-40s, Eastern Star, Masonic 
Lodge, the Progressive Conservative Assn., Cham
berofCommerce, Kiwanis, Manitoba Motor Dealers 
Assn., and the Fish and Game Assn. We also per
formed in many concerts of different themes and 
varieties in Melita and the surrounding area, as well 
as entertaining at fashion shows, graduating exer
cises, anniversaries, fowl suppers, square dance 
jamborees, Decoration Day services, curlers' ban
quets, testimonial banquets, horse races, fiddlers' 
contests, farewell parties, Crazy Days, showers, 
weddings, and so on. We sang wherever there was a 
need for a musical addition to a community event. 
We often dropped into the Senior Citizens' Lodge to 
sing a few songs, and at Christmas we dropped in on 
shut-ins, and hospital patients, to sing Christmas 
carols. One year we entered a float in the Christmas 
Parade to promote the idea of "Harmonizing the 
World". One of our most treasured memories is of a 
family concert we presented in Melita, when our 
husbands and twelve children joined us in putting on 
a musical variety show. Our biggest undertaking was 
a Centennial concert, which we organized with the 
assistance of other interested townsfolk in Melita. It 
was concluded by a cantata I was thrilled to direct, 
called "Proudly We Praise" , which was a celebration 
of Canada from coast to coast, written especially for 
the Centennial. Our dedication to our hobby was so 
strong that we once passed up the opportunity to see 
our "Queen" in Virden, to keep a commitment to 
perform at the Reston Horse Races, where we were 
then asked to relinquish our position on the program 
to the horses, who insisted on running first! 

The quartette performed simply for the pleasure 
of singing for others. Money was usually offered to 
cover transportation costs, but not always. Two bin
gos and a raffle were held when expenses were ex
ceptionally high, and it was a strict rule that ten cents 
be collected from each of us at practices and rehear
sals to cover the cost of music and costumes. This 
was all recorded in our scrap book, where we kept 
complete details of dates, places, expenses, songs, 
costumes, and the cars we used getting from place to 
place. It is a store of many volumes of notes, news
paper clippings, souvenirs, letters, and pictures, and 
brings much enjoyment to the quartette on the re
reading. 

There have been memorable experiences through 
the years - hectic, touching, hilarious, and some 
even stupid. We have driven many miles together, 
rehearsed and performed under funny and unusual 
circumstances, and at all hours of the day and night 

once before daybreak! Although we were, in fact, 
two sisters, a sister-in-law, and me, we all felt a part 
of the same family, sharing life's experiences of joy 



and sorrow like sisters of one family. Our parents 
inspired us with a love of home-made music, and our 
husbands and children were our best supporters. 

Although we live many miles apart now, we get 
together as often as possible to put our memories to 
the test, as we try to recall the old songs. Mil and 
Ruth are still living in Melita, and take part in com
munity and church choirs. Vivian and I are members 
of the City of Gardens Chapter of Sweet Adelines in 
Victoria, B.C., where we too, keep right on singing. 
We look forward to our next reunion at the Home
coming in 1984, and to lots of harmonizing. That 
might be a good time to finalize a plan we often 
talked about reserving adjoining rooms at the 
Melita Senior Citizens' Lodge, so we could line up 
our harmonizing rockers on the same patio! 

Those were good years, when we travelled the 
country together, singing greetings from Melita ev
erywhere we went. 

Four gals from Melita here to sing for you. 
Hope our songs will please you, 
Hope that we do too. 
We are happy to be with you 
For the fun that we share. 
Here are greetings from Melita 
And from us, the Belle Aires. 
I'm Vivian, I'm Ruth, I'm Elma, I'm Mil. 
The Melita Belle Aires! 

Hunting and Fishing 
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Alex Hamilton, Alonzo Robson, Frank Oliver. 

The "Big Duck Hunt". L.-R.: Cec Greig, Jimmy Club, Borden 
Dobbyn, Jimmy Greig. 



Stocking the larder - Don Oliver, Clark Snyder, Keith Scott, 
Bill Oliver. 

Doug and Brian Minnis with a good catch. 

Brian Minnis with bow and arrow trophy. 
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Keith Robson, Don Oliver, Jim Yeo, Don Nelson, and their 
catch. 

Hunters reward homeward bound. 

Stately white-tailed deer. 

Elva Baseball Club in 1920's, (related story on page 272). Back 
Row, L-R: Ross Archibald, Tom Mainland, Dick Skelton, 
Caven McRae, Henry Skelton, Percy Brockinton, Stewart 
McRae, Hector McRae, Gordon McRae, Bill McLure, Edgar 
Hume. 



Towns and Busines 
Towns 
Bede & District 
submitted by M. Minnis 

Where the name originated or how it was chosen 
no one seems to know, but when the railway came 
through in November 1909 the station was built. The 
sign read "Bede Siding". 

I'm told that in 1883 when the first homesteaders 
came into the district, they could see for miles the 
land was so flat; very little bush but plenty of prairie 
grass and wild flowers. They were very happy to find 
that fresh water was easy to come by just by digging 
10 or 15 feet into the ground. 

The first homesteaders to arrive from Bruce 
County, Ontario came along the old prairie trail from 
Pipestone about ten miles until they came to Gopher 
Creek which was a small creek that only ran in the 
spring. It started up west of Tilston and ended in 
Maple Lake. 

Mr. Fenske, with his wife and family, crossed the 
creek in 1882 and went three miles south where he 
was to live the rest of his life. His sons married and all 
homsteaded in the same area. 

Mr. Lenz was to settle a mile north and east of 
Gopher Creek later in 1882. He and his wife and 
family were to build one of the most up-to-date farm 
buildings with electric lights and running water in the 
barns. For many years he sent show horses to Bran
don Fair. In 1916 a Red Cross picnic was held on the 
lovely grounds of their home. 

Mr. Wetteraur came about the same time and he 
was to settle just north of the creek. The first year he 
homesteaded he worked for Mr. Fenske in the 
daytime and worked his own land at night. 

About that time a widow, Mrs. Carr, and her 
family moved about a mile south. She was to marry 
Mr. Wetteraur and they built a lovely brick house and 
large barns. Mr. and Mrs. Wetteraur were very hard 
workers and he was a very prosperous farmer owning 
a lot of land. He and Mrs. Wetteraur spent their 
winters in Vancouver and with the big home it was 

s 
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always hoped they would leave congenial help at 
home, so dances could be held there. The farm is 
now owned by a great great grandson and his mother 
Mrs. Delbert Carr. 

Mr. Wilkinson came from Ontario around 1900. 
He stayed one year and the next year returned with a 
wife. They had two sons Allan and Verne. Allan's 
son Douglas with his wife and family now live on the 
Wilkinson homestead. 

Early in the 1900's Mr. William Kruger arrived 
from the east. He and his wife and family were to 
settle about two miles north. The Krugers had a large 
family and they all married and settled on home
steads in the area. They had four sons Lew, Ben, 
Charlie and Fred and three daughters Mrs. Rodgers, 
Mrs. Misener and Mrs. Milligan. Mr. and Mrs. 
Kruger Sr. were great gardeners and they planted 
miles of trees along the road, and in their own yard 
were all kinds of flowering shrubs and flowers. 

Fred, a son, was to take over the homestead 
where he and his wife (Etta Lau) and family lived. It 
is now owned by a daughter and her husband George 
and Min Rollins. 

Samuel Slack and his wife and family were to 
farm just south of Krugers. Charlie, a son, later ran 
the farm and it is now owned by Charlie's son Ian and 
his wife and family. 

1. Robinson's homestead was just west of Slacks. 
Mr. and Mrs. Robinson came from England and were 
one of the first families to have gas lights in their 
homes. 

Randalls lived about a mile south. They moved to 
the U.S.A but returned late in the 1920's. 

Robert and Thomas Livesley were both home
steaders. Robert's farm was later bought by A. D. 
Pue. Thomas Livesley moved to Saskatchewan 
where they lived for a number of years. They re
turned in the twenties and some of the family went to 
school. H. Gannon with his wife and family bought 
the farm where they lived until late in the 1930's. 

Around 1905, the railroad was started from 
Lauder and was built as far as TUston around 1906. A 



few years later it was built to Alida and the railway 
was known as the Lauder-Alida line. 

In 1909 the Lake of the Woods built a grain 
elevator and the first grain from Bede Siding was 
shipped the same year. 

The mail up until now had been brought by J. 
Ketcheson, West Brenda, to the home of Mr. Shilson 
by horseback or wagon. Mr. Shilson was postmaster 
from 1897-1906. 

Mr. A. C. Lenz was post master from January 7, 
1906 to 1908 but at a different site. 

A family by the name of VanKleek from Ontario 
arrived, built a store and opened the post office 
which was officially named Ruth. It wasn't until 1925 
that it was changed to Bede. Mr. VanKleek was 
postmaster from January 8, 1908-1917. 

Early in the twenties the countryside was to take 
on a new look. A gravel road was being built from 
Pipestone to Melita which was later to be known as 
22 highway. Around the same time a new gravel road 
was built to Broomhill and Tilston. 

In 1922 the Lake of the Woods elevator burned 
and in 1927 the United Grain Growers was built along 
with a house for the elevator man. 

Early in the 1930's the C.P.R. built a section 
house where the Miners lived. Mr. Miner was the 
section foreman. 

Around 1930 Bede joined with the Reston Baptist 
Church, to have a student from Brandon College 
preach during the summer months or as long as the 
roads were passable. A choir was formed with our 
ever faithful Mayme Wilkinson at the organ. Most 
Sundays found the church filled. Some of the better 
known students were Tommy Douglas, Stanley 
Knowles and Dr. Evans who was President of the 
College at that time. 

In 1930 also came the grasshoppers and the dust. 
Many of the farmers went northwest where there was 
feed and grass for their cattle. Some people said the 
land would never grow crops again, but with rains 
came the crops. 

In 1939 war came and many of the boys were to 
enlist. Norman and Russell Fenske, Allan and Lou 
Gannon, Douglas Minnis and Fred Kruger, who not 
only brought honors for himself but the district, were 
all very proud when he, Flying Officer Kruger, won 
the D. F. C. He and his wife now live in Abbotsford 
B.C. He married while he was in England. ' 

A few of the girls also joined the services. Kath
le.en Carr was overseas and brought a husband Hugh 
Lmdsay home. They live in Weyburn, Sask. Kath
leen's father, Adam Carr brought back a bride from 
the first war. Mrs. Carr now lives in the Care Home in 
Melita. Mrs. Carr was well known in the area for her 
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fine singing voice. She sang at concerts in most of the 
towns around. 

Lillian Minnis was stationed in Ottawa all during 
the war. She later married G. Evans and they live in 
Winnipeg. 

After the VanKleeks left in 1919 for a farm in the 
West Brenda district, my father and mother, Jane and 
William Minnis, took over the post office from 
1918-1951. They later ran the store until 1947, when 
Lew and Ella Miner took over. Ella was the 
postmistress from 1951-1954, when the post office 
was closed. Some people have boxes on Pipestone R. 
R. No.1. Others get their mail in Melita. 

The school closed in 1965, since then the C.P.R. 
have taken up the tracks and the elevator was taken 
down so not much is left of the siding. 

I'm sure all of us who were brought up or lived in 
the district of Bede will be of the same opinion, "It 
was a good place to have lived in, good friends, good 
neighbors. What more could we ask for." 

I'm sure a lot of people's names have not been 
mentioned, and dates may not be exact but there are 
no records to be found giving the history of the Bede 
District. 

Coulter 
The village of Coulter was named after Frank 

Coulter, an early pioneer of the district. With the 
arrival of the Canadian Pacific Railroad in 1901, 
Coulter began to grow. The C.P.R. section house and 
station were occupied by a number of different fam
~lies over the years .. Th~re was always a large gather
mg. of people on tram mghts, not only to pick up the 
mall, but also to meet those coming in from the east. 
It provided a chance for neighbors to get together and 
to buy groceries. There was also a livery barn, which 
was a necessity in every town, and a lumberyard 
which supplied materials for a number of houses and 

The general store. 



buildings in the area. Alf Gould started a store in 
Coulter in 1903. About 1907 the store was sold to 
William Burke. The store burned in 1912 and after 
the fire Mr. Burke left the district. Alf Gould then 
started another store in the building which had been 
the blacksmith's house until he built the present store 
in 1915. AlfGould's son, Norman, operated the store 
after his father died in 1923. It was later bought by 
Jim McKague who in turn sold it to Dandridge & 
McIvor. This store was purchased in 1947 by Howard 
Minne, who still operates it. 

The first postmaster was Alf Gould 1904 fol
lowed by William Burke until the store burned in 
1912. Succeeding postmasters were A. E. (Edward) 
Andrews 1912-1924 who operated the post office 
from a building beside his Massey-Harris agency. 
Frank Lang ran the post office 1924-1943 from a 
building on his property. George Downey and Stuart 
Lind later operated the post office from the same 
location. When William Bennett became postmaster 
1947-1962 the post office was located in his shop. The 
present postmaster, Howard Minne, has the post of
fice in his store. 

In 1903 Mr. E. Schneider started up a blacksmith 
shop which was located south of the cement building, 
presently used as a garage by H. Minne. Mr. C. 
Carlton ran a boarding house. William Mee had an 
implement business later operated by Edward An
drews and Frank Lang. Rolston Large started a busi
ness in Coulter under the name of South Antler Steel 
Works, specializing in general repairs and machine 
works. About 1908 he built a boat in Coulter and 
launched it in 1909 on the Souris river. (See Empress 
of Ireland) With the arrival of the automobile and 
tractor a fuel outlet became necessary and Herman 
Scheel had the Imperial oil and fuel business the John 
Deere agency was run by Frank Lang for many years. 
Imperial Oil and John Deere agency were purchased 
by George Downey in 1943, and later sold to Arnold 
Downey who ran the business for a number of years. 

The general store of Howard Minnie. 
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Shortly after the railroad reached Coulter in 
1903, The Western Canada Elevator Company built 
an elevator in Coulter which they operated until 1938 . 
Some of the buyers were Turke, Dougald, and 
Naylor. The elevator was sold locally and torn down 
and the lumber was eventually sold to the Pool Eleva
tor to build a 20,000 bushel annex in 1940. The 
Manitoba Pool Elevator, with a capacity of 30,000 
bushels, was completed in 1928. Until 1962, a diesel 
engine was used to power the elevator. In that year the 
switch over to electric power was made. In 1971 the 
Head Office made the decision to close the Coulter 
elevator and it was later sold to "McKinney Farms", 
who have used it for grain storage since the date of 
purchase. Grain buyers at the Coulter Pool Elevator 
were: Frank Lang - 1928-43; Stuart Lind 
1943-46; R. E. Topham 1946-52; R. Y. McIntyre 
- 1952-53 and George Matchett 1953 until the 
elevator closed in 1971. 

The Coulter United Church began originally as a 
Methodist Church. (See Coulter Church in Church 
section.) 

Coulter School was built in 1915. (See Coulter 
school.) 

Coulter had an open air rink south of the railway 
tracks for many years. For a couple years power from 
the diesel engine in the elevator was carried over to 
the rink to provide lights. In 1959 the new rink was 
built with one sheet of curling ice and the remainder a 
skating area. Interest in curling gradually waned and 
the entire surface was made into a skating rink. 
However, the curling bonspiel is still an annual event. 

Aerial view of Coulter 1979. 

History of Elva 
submitted by Dorothy Pratt 

In the spring of 1882 many settlers moved into the 
district from the east. Among these were H. 1. Archi
bald and family, who settled on 24-3-28 just north 
and west of where Elva now stands. Mrs. Archibald 



is believed to be one of the first white women in the 
district. H. 1. Archibald established the first Post 
Office which was operated from his home. (Date of 
permanent appointment 1-9-1890 as post master.) As 
yet there was no railway to the district and mail was 
brought in once a week. Mr. Paisley, postmaster at 
Eunola, had the contract for delivering mail and was 
paid $78 a year for this service. Often his sister, Miss 
Annie Paisley, who drove a high buckboard with one 
horse, would drop the mail off enroute to Eunola. 

On May 27, 1885, James R. Skelton is registered 
as homesteading NW 18-3-27. In 1891 he agreed to 
sell a said amount of land to the Canadian Pacific 
Railway for right of way. In 1891 an unincorporated 
village was started in the Municipality of Arthur. Mr. 
James Wesley Modeland was registered as home
stead NE 6-4-27 and as the first white child born to 
the Modelands was named Elva, this was the name 
chosen for the village. 

In 1892, Mr. Archibald moved the Post Office to 
the village of Elva and continued on as Postmaster 
until 1901 when he became interested in other ven
tures such as flour, feed, coal, and lumber business. 
Later he built an office and a set of scales in the road 
just south of the Blacksmith Shop where customers 
weighed coal, grain, etc. Besides being one of Elva's 
first businessmen, Mr. Archibald was a splendid 
horseman and had the first threshing machine in the 
district. He led the Presbyterian choir and taught a 
Sunday School class. 

Elva store in 1931. 

Elva, 1940. 
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Elva store. 

C. W. McLennan took over Mr. Archibald's posi
tion as postmaster from 1901-1906. In 1906 1. D .. 
McRae became postmaster and held this position for 
six years. Charlie Winters took over the post office in 
1912 from his father-in-law. The post office was lo
cated in the general store. In 1917, C. C. Winters sold 
the business to Andy Crawford. Sam Voas succeeded 
H. Crawford from 1930-1933, when E. H. Russell 
bought the business and became postmaster. Mr. 
Voas sold the store to Pat Russell in the fall of 1933 
for $60 a month for 15 years. In all that time Pat 
Russell never missed a payment despite the hard 
times in the 30's declares Mr. Voas. Russells kept the 
business until 1957 when George Coutts became 
postmaster and store keeper. George being an out
door person did not keep the business very long and 
in 1960 he sold out to Don McRae and Dorothy 
McRae became postmistress. The store, still owned 
by Pat Russell, was destroyed by fire in April 1962. 
Oscar Christianson built an addition to the rear of his 
home which housed the store and post office, with 
Dorothy continuing on as postmistress and store 
keeper for nineteen years. On April 30, 1980 the 
closing of the store and post office ended an era. 

Dorothy McRae. 



CPR station at Elva built in early 1920's. 

In 1892 the Souris-Estevan railway line was com
pleted and records show that Elva was first served by 
a portable station. In the early 1920's a station with 
living quarters was built and in 1924 a freight shed 
was added on the east end of the station. The first 
station agent was Mr. Schuman. Other station agents 
were: W. A. Robinson, Coleman, Harry Allen, Bill 
Currie, Bert Avery, Roland Scott, Jack Fitzsimmons, 
Jack Walsh. Possibly not in order given. This station 
was closed in 1950 and moved to Melita, turned into a 
home by Mr. Sage where it stands today. Another 
portable station was brought in and used until 1959 
when the passenger trains were taken off. The station 
was of no more use to C.P.R. so it was simply 
burned. The passenger trains used to run east at 
around 11 a.m. and return going west around 5:45 
p.m. These were very convenient times for Elva 
residents and many a Saturday the station platform 
was crowded with young and old going to Melita to 
the show, skating, visit to the doctor or just shopping. 

In 1904 Elva had a population of 100 and by 1908 
had risen to 150. It is rumored that Elva once had a 
larger population than Melita. Elva seemed to be on 
the road to unlimited prosperity as this was the most 
southerly rail line, and farmers from as far south as 
the International Boundary were hauling their salea
ble produce here. At this time the C.P.R. decided to 
establish a water tank and coal dock at Elva for 
keeping their steam engines in top form. A well was 
dug to the east of town and a good supply of water 
was assured; a pipeline was laid to the tank at the west 
of town. However, the water from this well was found 
to contain too much mineral which was detrimental 
to steam boilers and the efficiency of locomotives 
was cut drastically, so the venture was abandoned 
and the water tank was moved to Melita. 

After the rail line was constructed the section was 
patrolled from Pierson. As far as records show, Mike 
Stark was the first section foreman at Elva. Oscar 

311 

Winnie Greaves. Florence Cupples. Chrissie Greaves, Nellie 
Henry. Elsie Henry. Mayben Craig - before 1920's. 

Elva section house. 

Christianson came as foreman in 1920 and continued 
as foreman until he retired in 1956. The section house 
was built in 1923 and Oscar Christianson and family 
moved into same in 1924 where he remained until 
1953. Walter Grieve became foreman in 1956 and 
lived in the section house unti11960 when the section 
was_ closed out and once again Melita patrolled half 
and Pierson the other half. The section house was 
sold to Vanbeselaere and torn down in 1965. 

Jim Mills (left) and Oscar Christianson on C.P.A. jigger. 



The stock yard was a busy place in earlier years 
with cattle being shipped by rail. However with bet
ter roads being built this gave way to trucks and stock 
yards were demolished in 1962. The loading platform 
and passing track were taken out in 1964. 

There were four elevators in the early 1900's. 
Lake of the Woods - buyer Alex Porter; Dominion 
Elevator Co. - buyer William Bolton; Northern 
Elevator Co. - buyer Finlay McRae; Western Eleva
tor Co. - buyer 1. W. Modeland. In the fall of 1902, 
the year of the grain blockade with much grain piled 
in the street, a group took things in their own hands. 
As the C.P.R. train pulled up to Elva Station they 
seized a car and began to load the grain. Some Lake 
of the Woods agents were: Matt Pedden, M. R. 
Pringle, Charlie Henry, Ross Archibald and Frank 
Young. 

Matt Pedden, Lake Of The Woods agent in 1912. 

Grain blockade, 1902. 

A livery stable was built in 1904 and operated by 
Boyd Atkinson. Other operators were W. R. Rennie, 
Abb Wallace, Bill Mellish and Hildebrand Bros. In 
1904 William Rennie had the Massey Harris agency 
and D. D. Thompson had the McCormick agency 
Andy McRae ran a butcher shop and Ed Lyng was a 
harness maker. 1. L. Campbell was manager of 
Campbell and Ferguson Lumber and Hardware. 
Robert Mowbray was a carpenter. James Wallace was 
a barber and he was succeeded by George Mellis. 
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Among other early business in Elva was John Sharpe 
who operated a harness shop and hardware store with 
a community hall above it. The first blacksmith in 
Elva was William Jellis succeeded by George Fairlie. 

In 1909 Mr. and Mrs. Joe Dewart came to Elva 
and Joe Dewart became blacksmith for some 41 years 
and served the community well. The boarding house 
which was owned by the Vance Brothers and run by 
Miss Vance was on Railway Ave. Some years later 
when Dewarts lived in the Presbyterian manse Mrs. 
Dewart also kept boarders and as late as the 1940's 
was still boarding teachers. 

Cupples had a store just north of the hall and 
Sayles had a store just east of where the hall stands in 
the 1920's. In 1904 Main Street of Elva consisted of, 
from east to west, a lumber yard, general store and 
post office, small house, two - two storey houses, 
butcher shop, blacksmith shop. On the next block 
was a store which was later turned into Archibalds 
Hall with implements in the rear. Beside this was a 
poolroom and barber shop, livery stable, Massey
Harris implements business, Sayles General Store, 
Sharpes Harness and Hardware and another imple
ment building where the hall now stands. Vance's 
boarding house was located on the next block and on 
the next block there were two houses. 

In 1906 the Mainlands came from the Orkney 
Isles and farmed a quarter mile east of Elva. In those 
years there was no running water or modern con
veniences like today but Mrs. Mainland operated a 
Maternity Nursing Home for many years under great 
hardships. She also delivered many babies away 
from her own home and was always ready and willing 
to help in the community. Records show that during 
her years in Elva, Antler and Melita she had 651 
deliveries in her book. 

There was much activity in the early years around 
Elva. Horse racing was a popular sport and imprints 
of the track still remain in the park of yesteryear just 
west of Elva. The first sports day was held on June 
27, 1902. Baseball was a favorite sport. Between 
1905 and 1910 stood a tennis court just north of where 
the Anglican Church stood. Again in the late 1930's, 
a tennis court was constructed west of E. H. Russell's 
home. The first skating rink, 140' x 40', was built in 
1911 and was operated by Alf Sisson. As years went 
by other skating rinks were constructed by interested 
citizens to keep the sport alive. A curling rink was 
constructed in 1949, and a great deal of activity and 
excitement evolved around this sport. Local 
bonspiels were held which involved everyone in the 
community. An open-air skating rink was connected 
to this rink until 1966 when this folded too. 

The Independent Order of Odd Fellows made 
plans to build a new hall in 1927 so they sold shares to 



Joe Dewart's Blacksmith Shop in Elva. 

Elva LO.O.F. Lodge. L.-R, Back Row: Andy Millar, Jim McRae, Wilf. Skelton, Wm. Pedden, Jim Gillander, Henry Skelton, Alf Sisson, 
Lawrence Bolton, Charlie Greaves, Norman Simpson, Tom Weston, Adam Simpson, Cliff Sterling, Lou Kitchen?, W. Brockinton, 
Alex Mattice. Front Row: Frank Walker, Dave Gillander, Joe Dewart, Clifford Snyder, Colin McRae, Wm. Horsley, Tom Calder, 
Elwood Weston, ? (Phillipson?) Chas. Furtney, H. J. Archibald, Hally Weston, Arnold Snyder, Ira Snyder, Jirn Wood, (along fence as 
marked) Harry Barker, Ken Cobb, Franklin Forsyth, George Simpson, Ab Bartholomew, Mr. and Mrs. Chester Carr. 
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help with the cost. With Bill Pedden as head carpen
ter and the men in the community assisting the hall 
was ready to hold the Christmas concert that year. In 
the dirty thirties the hall was a great place for get 
togethers, box socials, fowl suppers, and whist 
drives. A dance was held every two weeks at $1 a 
family with the ladies bringing lunch. The orchestra 
was paid 50¢ each and many times they volunteered. 
The hall was sold in 1975 to Erroll Cuthbert and 
Bruce Braaten and demolition of the interior began. 

Victory Rebekah Lodge was instituted in 1945 
with not enough ladies. There were nine brothers and 
10 sisters. Regular meetings were 2nd and 4th Tues
day each month. In 1957 due to lack of attendance the 
lodge was officially closed. The few remaining mem
bers joined with Melita. 

The Elva Red Cross received their charter in 1918 
and had been very active during the war years with 
knitting and sewing. Up until 1972 collections were 
made in the community. 

It is difficult to realize that Elva has come to the 
end of an era. The population of Elva is 43 in 1982. 

Aerial view of Elva. 

Melita Main Street after 1893. 

314 

Elva Honors Manitoba's lOOth 
Anniversary 
submitted by Mona Coutts 

The community of Elva held a successful Centen
nial and Reunion Celebration on August 2, 1970. It 
was a day that will long be remembered by all. 

Preparations for this event started back in 
November with the Women's Institute of Elva calling 
a community meeting and from this response a club 
was formed called the Elva Community Club. Sev
eral committees were set up and work was started 
with names and addresses being gathered and then 
compiled into a mailing list. All worked hard in 
completing the arrangements. 

Registration began at 1 p.m. and before supper 
over 800 people with ages from a few weeks to 94 
years had entered the grounds. 

Elva celebrates Manitoba's Centennial in 1970. Back Row: 
Jean Davies, Eve Coleman, Jane Carr, Thelma Basiuk, Mar
garet Coutts, ? Front Row: Sylvia Holmes, Elaine Murray, 
Mona Bell, Gwen Young, Dorothy McRae. 



The outdoor service was conducted by Rev. D. 
Bowins, formerly of Elva. Mr. Bowins spoke of the 
pioneers and referred back to former members who 
had helped to lay the foundation of this community. 
Mrs. 1. R. Murray of Lyleton (Elaine Bird) was 
soloist and the Walker Quartet of Melita provided the 
service with music. All are formerly of Elva. With 
the service completed, Mr. Bert Andrews, Reeve of 
Arthur and Mr. Doug Watt, Arthur Progressive Con
servative member brought greetings. Entertainment 
during the afternoon included Chappy Tooke of 
Lyleton on the piano with his daughter; soloist Mrs. 
G. Huber of Westhope, N.D.; Mr. L. Cameron of 
Carnduff with his violin; Laura Furtney accompanied 
soloist Ira Mullen of Melita; as well as talent from the 
Elva community with Harry Mason, Manly Bell, 
Emory Miller, Tom Mainland and Wendy Bird to 
mention a few. 

A museum with antiques and old photographs 
was erected in the school and many visitors viewed 
the objects that were a fond reminder of 100 years of 
Manitoba history. Doug Bird had his ponies on the 
grounds to give the younger members a treat. The 
afternoon passed quickly with people moving about 
visiting, recalling by-gone days, sad memories and 
many happy ones. A cold plate supper was served, 
sponsored by ladies of the community. Two ball 
games were held, one with former ladies who had 
been on one team, the old Elva Soft-Ball Team, and a 
team for the men. At the close of the day, Mr. Charlie 
Spencer of Yorkton expressed thanks to all visitors 
who were from England, California, North Dakota, 
Montreal, Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan and 
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British Columbia. All were well represented in our 
rural community. 

Town of Melita 
As early as 1892, sidewalks were to be laid on 

Main Street from John Hugh's shop to the comer of 
Mr. G. L. Dodds and from the comer of Front Street 
to the station planks which were already on the 
ground. By 1898 Melita had a population of over 500 
people. The council granted Sturgeon and Kenner 
the privilege of placing weigh scales on the south side 
of Front Street and east of the comer of Main Street. 

1900 saw a registration office here, Deloraine 
office to close, and a "Torrens Title" office opened 
in Boissevain. Replacing bailiffs was most common. 

John A. Ross was appointed a Commissioner of 
Affidavits for use in Manitoba courts. More side
walks were added, from Front Street to Summit and 
on the west side of Poplar and Ash. 

In 1902 steps were taken to have the village of 
Melita incorporated, and after the incorporation May 
15, 1902 the first meeting was held June 17 with the 
following Council in charge of affairs: Mayor 1. 
Campbell, Councillors: James Duncan, George 
Stewart, T. A. Blackwell, and T. A. Bulloch. 
William Leslie was Secretary protem. The village 
seal which was gotten up in 1902, is still in use and 
consists of a crown, a hom of plenty, and a sheaf of 
wheat, with the motto "Pax et Copia" in commem
oration of peace being proclaimed between the Boers 
and the British. The crown refers to the coronation of 
Kind Edward, which took place that year. The cor
nucopia was intended to commemorate the abundant 
crop that was harvested that year, while the sheaf of 



Grand Union before 1893 (note two storey outhouse at back). 

Masonry construction of Sturgeon Block, 1902. Top Left: Jack Morrow. Bottom Right: Frank Morrow. 
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Land litles Office centre of picture. Built in 1883 at embryo 
town of Souriapolis. Moved to NE 2-3-27 then moved to Melita. 
Oldest building in Melita. 

wheat was intended to indicate the principal agricul
ture product of the district. 

The same year new by-laws were being passed 
providing public health, H. P. Byers M.D. as health 
officer, Thomas Barnard as Constable and licencing 
of and regulating fees of scavengers, herd law, and 
George Sheffer, pound-keeper for dogs. In 1903 a 
curfew law and a committee was formed re: installing 
a light plant for lighting the town of Melita and the 
next year a park at the school was laid out, seeded to 
grass and trees planted. Also in 1904 higher wheat 
prices induced farmers to draw wheat to American 
towns. 1905 saw street lighting by gasoline lamps 
come into being and a new 500 pound bell ordered at 
$230 with the date, motto, name of town, and the 
present council members inscribed on it. This is 
today resting on the grounds of the museum. The 
fire, water, and light committee was instructed to 
build a steel tower for the new town bell near the fire 
hall. The Council was active in building more side
walks, having wells of Massey Harris Co. and 
Johnston and Pope cleaned for fire protection. 

Melita incorporated as a town in 1906. Incorpora-

tion empowered the council, with consent of 
ratepayers to issue debentures and borrow money for 
further improvements (other than fire protection) 
such as a town hall and cement sidewalks. A large 
bandstand on skids was built by town fathers. The 
sheds between the Mill and the Lake of The Woods 
elevator were moved by W. G. Kenner and grounds 
north of the station were broken for trees, shrubs and 
flower planting. Construction of sidewalks con
tinued, some over old plank walks. 

Building cement walks - Frank Morrow first left, John Morrow 
second from right 

In 1916 permission was granted R. N. Wyatt to 
place gasoline tanks on Front Street. A grant of $100 
was given to the Arthur Agricultural Society by the 
council; also a fireplace was to be built and tables 
repaired in River Park. 

An electric light franchise: Melita Flour Mill 
asked the town for an exclusive franchise of ten 
years, with exemption from taxation for all those 
plants outside mill-wiring poles etc. They agreed to 
sell out to the town, their dynamos, engine, wiring 
etc. after four years if the town desired, at a valuation 

Moving Bell and Cosgrove Hall to Cornish area and sidewalk construction. 
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set by the Public Utilities Commission. This elec
tricity was in effect until the time of hydro. 

In 1919, there was a Council grant of $100 given 
to the Municipality of Arthur for the upkeep of the 
Melita cemetery. In 1924, Mr. William Scott was 
town constable and Constable Vadur of Provincial 
Police was to be stationed here. 

Electricity problems arising by 1929, with a 
breakdown of engine and lighting systems, showed 
the need for a backup unit. The town of Melita 
considered an electrical energy program with West
hope supplying energy over a 20 year period. M. 
Erickson of Westhope was doing the promotion, and 
Manitoba Hydro was also now looking at Melita. 

A milk by-law came into effect June 1, 1930 with 
the tuberculosis test, and clean premises and en
closures. A $5 licence for up to five cows was re
quired and $1 per cow for above that number and the 
council could cancel the licence if regulations were 
not in compliance. 

The Council was in charge of hiring a caretaker of 
the Melita cemetery. By 1939 an early closing by-law 
revised a 1938 by-law: hardware stores and butcher 
shops were permitted to stay open during July, Au
gust, September, and October, while grocery and dry 
goods stores had to close at 6:30. Under the amend
ment all stores were permitted to remain open if 
deemed necessary after 6:30 p.m. dating July 15 to 
September 30. A half holiday would not be observed 
during August and September but would resume in 
October. 

The Town of Melita and the Department of Public 
Works commenced on the project of hard surfacing 
the section of Main Street from Souris intersection to 
Christ Church in 1946. The next year saw the town 
install new street lights, 12 Spherolite Luminaire 
lamps and by 1953, 15 Mercury Vapor lights which 
modernized street lighting. 

A by-law for sewer and water was passed on 
March 28, 1955 Property owners were to make ap
plications for the connection to water and sewer and 
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Main Street after 1930. 

the town would build its own pipeline to River Park. 
The same year, by late fall, the water tower was being 
installed. In 1957, a water and sewer extension was 
planned. The following year, an Arthur-Melita In
dustrial survey got underway. There was water testing 
in River Park, and the Branch Line passenger train 
was withdrawn. Melita and Arthur approved a re
gional library. Street paving was underway, with a 
Virden contractor laying the Bruce Street extension. 

An iron removal plant was put into service in 
1960. There was a fall vote for a Senior Citizens' 
Home in 1962 and the same year the town assessment 
passed the million dollar mark. 

1963 was an active year; the local seed plant had a 
24 hour day; the television channel nine opened; an 
assistant Agricultural Representative for Melita was 
hired, and council installed water meters, and the 
building permits exceeded $400,000. 

Sidewalk extensions, improved streets, and a by
law for a new town hall was heralded by the old town 
bell, with the official opening December 20,1965. A 
Sunday sports by-law was approved. The town limits 
were extended by 80 acres on the west side of town 
including part of the original golf course and the 
Senior Citizens' grounds. A new assessment boosted 
Melita property, and the building permits again to
taled $227,000. 

In May 1901 a tract of land was secured from the 
C.P.R. between the Souris and the Blind Souris on 
the south side of the road allowance for use as a 
nuisance ground. The cost was $10 per acre. This was 
under the jurisdiction of the Municipality. 

In 1966 the laws were changed to place the nui
sance ground and Central Park in the town's jurisdic
tion. 

Ten acres of land were purchased from Maxwell 
Ross in 1968 and a new nuisance ground was estab
lished east and south of the original one. The grounds 
of the old site were levelled and the area now houses 
the Veterinary Clinic, a considerably more pleasing 
view for passers-by. 



Aerial view of Melita after the 1960's. 

In 1967 a Highway Commercial Zone was estab
lished on the Cobb property bordered by C.P.R. on 
the north, No. 83 highway on the east and No.3 
highway on the south. A real estate swap resulted in 
the exchange of Arthur Municipal offices and hall for 
the Royal Bank building on Main Street. The town 
had a substantial program of street repairs and im
provements, some installing of curb and gutters, and 
full paving was to be completed between sidewalks. 
The first residence on Townsend Drive was being 
built, and surveyors were working preparing for the 
Manitoba Telephone System to lay heavy cable un
derground. 

A $1000 grant was given to the Melita Golf 
Course in 1975 to assist in the care and maintenance 
of the course and the present sewage lagoon was 
extended. 

In recent years lotteries were a prominent source 
of obtaining grants and in 1980 a Melita resident, Bill 
Russell, was appointed to the Manitoba Lotteries 
Commission. Assistance has been in the areas of 
sports and recreation. These funds are allocated by 
the provincial government. 

The growth and maintenance of a town is a never 
ending process. Much credit goes to those who have 
served over the years on our village and town coun
cils. Those who have given of their time and talents in 
this capacity are as follows: 

Town Council 
1902 Village of Melita 
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1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

Mayor - 1. L. Campbell; Councillors George 
Stewart, T. H. Blackwell, T. A. Bullock, James 
Duncan 
Mayor- T. A. Bullock, June 10th-Co P. Estlin; 
Councillors C. P. Estlin, W. Dunford - re
placed by W. 1. Graham in June, H. Armsden, T. 
A. Thompson 
Mayor C. P. Estlin; Councillors W. 1. 
Graham, W. F. Hamelin, T. D. Sturgeon, J. T. 
McCallum 
Mayor - 1. T. McCallum; Councillors - James 
Cheyne, George Stewart, W. F. Hamelin, W. 1. 
Graham 
Town of Melita 
Mayor James Cheyne; Councillors - James 
Duncan, R. MacKay, R. 1. Dobbyn, T. A. Black
well - resigned in May and was replaced by 1. 1. 
Anderson 
Mayor- T. D. Sturgeon; Councillors E. Ster
ling, R. N. Wyatt, R. M. Graham, C. P. Holden 
Mayor - R. M. Graham; Councillors - R. N. 
Wyatt, resigned in September and was replaced by 
1. 1. Anderson, C. P. Holden, W. M. Griffith, W. 
Leslie 
Mayor R. M. Graham; Councillors W. 
Leslie, W. 1. Graham, W. Griffith, T. S. Menary 
Mayor - R. M. Graham; Councillors T. S. 
Menary, W. Griffith, T. W. Oxley, MacKay -
replaced by Leslie in June 
Mayor - R. M. Graham; Councillors - R. 1. 
Dobbyn, W. Griffith, W. Leslie, Robert Simpson 
Mayor R. M. Graham; Councillors R. 1. 
McRae, E. F. Dobbyn, R. 1. Dobbyn, Robert 
Simpson 
Mayor - Robert Simpson; Councillors - R. 1. 
McRae, L. S. Arnold, W. Leslie, R. 1. Dobbyn 
Mayor - George Stewart; Councillors - W. 
Leslie, R. 1. McRae, N. H. Grant, David Lamont 



1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932-1933 

1934 

1935-1937 

1938 

1939-1940 

1941-1942 

1943 

1944-1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Mayor - George Stewart; Councillors - Harry 
Lewis - replaced by W. J. Bower in September, N. 
H. Grant - replaced by James Duncan in Septem
ber, R. 1. McRae, D. Lamont 
Mayor George Stewart; Councillors R. 1. 
McRae, D. Lamont, W. 1. Bower, R. 1. Dobbyn 
Mayor - David Lamont; Councillors - W. L. 
Puckering - replaced by T. S. Mcnary in Novem
ber, W. 1. Bower, R. 1. McRae, James Duncan 
Mayor-D. Lamont; Councillors-R. 1. McRae, 
James Duncan, W. 1. Cobb, T. S. Menary 
Mayor R. 1. Dobbyn; Councillors D. La-
mont, R. 1. McRae, W. 1. Cobb, R. Sterling 
Mayor - W. J. Cobb; Councillors - R. Sterling, 
D. Lamont, L. S. Amold, 1. A. Ketcheson 
Mayor - D. Lamont; Councillors Robert Ster
ling, 1. A. Ketcheson, L. S. Arnold, F. Pettipher 
Mayor - D. Lamont; Councillors Robert Ster
ling, 1. A. Ketcheson, 1. W. Hewitt, F. Pettipher 
Mayor W. 1. Graham; Councillors - E. Petti
pher, 1. W. Hewitt, J. A. Ketcheson - resigned in 
April and was replaced by F. H. Schnell, George 
A. Pope 
Mayor - 1. W. Hewitt; Councillors - F. H. 
Schnell, E. Pettipher, A. Pope, L. S. Arnold 
Mayor 1. W. Hewitt; Councillors E. Petti-
pher, A. Pope, L. S. Arnold, F. H. Schnell 
Mayor-L. S. Arnold; Councillors-A. Pope, F. I 

H. Schnell, C. W. Cro, E. Pettipher 
Mayor - L. S. Arnold; Councillors - F. E. Petti
pher, C. W. Cro, F. H. Schnell, 1. A. Ketcheson 
Mayor - F. H. Schnell; Councillors - F. E. 
Pettipher, C. W. Cro, Charles W. Lea, Robert Love 
Mayor F. H. Schnell; Councillors - F. E. 
Pettipher, C. W. Cro, W. D. Ketcheson, R. Love, 
Pettipher resigned and was replaced by M. Sned
den 
Mayor - D. Lamont; Councillors - C. W. Cro, 
McInnis, M. Snedden, W. D. Ketcheson 
Mayor - D. Lamont; Councillors - C. W. Cro, 
McInnis, W. D. Ketcheson, W. T. Davey 
Mayor D. Lamont; Councillors C. W. Cro, 
Fraser, W. D. Ketcheson, W. T. Davey 
Mayor D. Lamont; Councillors - C. W. Cro, 
W. T. Davey, W. D. Ketcheson, W. G. Powne, C. 
W. Cro resigned in September and was replaced by 
H. P. Musson 
Mayor - D. Lamont; Councillors - W. T. Davey, 
H. P. Musson, W. G. Powne, W. D. Ketcheson 
Mayor D. Lamont; Councillors H. P. Mus
son, W. T. Davey, 1. D. Larway, W. D. Ketcheson 
Mayor D. Lamont; Councillors H. P. Mus
son, W. T. Davey, 1. D. Larway, Harry L. Morrow 
Mayor - H. L. Morrow; Councillors - C. E. 
Cornish, W. T. Davey, 1. D. Larway, W. G. Powne 
Mayor - H. L. Morrow; Councillors - C. E. 
Cornish, R. Taylor, I D. Larway, W. G. Powne 
Mayor H. L. Morrow; Councillors - C. E. 
Cornish, R. Taylor, I D. Larway, W. A. Dobbyn 
Mayor H. L. Morrow; Councillors - C. E. 
Cornish, W. T. Davey, I G. Cobb, L. G. Hodgins 
Mayor - H. L. Morrow; Councillors C. E. 
Cornish, W. T. Davey, I G. Cobb, L. G. Hodgins 
Mayor - H. L. Morrow; Councillors - Edward 
C. Barker, Norman J. Stewart, I G. Cobb, L. G. 
Hodgins 
Mayor W. Sterling; Councillors E. C. Bar-
ker,1. Stewart, 1. G. Cobb, L. G. Hodgins 
Mayor W. Sterling; Councillors N. A. 
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1952-1953 

1954 

Gould, 1. G. Cobb, W. Oliphant, L. G. Hodgins, 
W. Oliphant resigned in July and was replaced by 
A. 1. Kennedy 
Mayor - H. L. Morrow; Councillors Percy 
Brockinton, W. A. Dobbyn, A. 1. Kennedy, N. A. 
Gould 
Mayor - 1. G. Cobb; Councillors - A. M. 
Thompson, R. Ramsay, A. 1. Kennedy, Don Cam-
eron 

1955-1957 Mayor-I G. Cobb;Councillors-R. Ramsay,1. 
B. Barker, Don Cameron, A. M. Thompson 

1958-1959 Mayor-1. G. Cobb; Courtcillors- R. Ramsay, 1. 
E. Russell, 1. Northam, J. B. Barker, 1. E. Russell 
was replaced by L. E. Quane in June of 1959 and in 
August,1. G. Cobb died and was replaced by 1. B. 
Barker 

1960 Mayor - W. G. Powne; Councillors - I B. 
Barker, P. Brockinton, L. E. Quane, 1. Northam 

1961 Mayor - W. G. Powne; Councillors - Don Cam
eron, P. Brockinton, L. E. Quane, R. Dunlop 

1962 Mayor - W. G. Powne; Councillors - Don Cam
eron, P. Brockinton, L. E. Quane, Delmar Loucks 

1963 Mayor - W. G. Powne; Councillors - Delmar 
Loucks, P. Brockinton, R. Williams, R. E. Moore 

1964 Mayor - W. G. Powne; Councillors - Delmar 
Loucks, 1. W. Elliot, R. Williams, W. Russell 

1965 Mayor W. G. Powne; Councillors Delmar 
Loucks, N. McKenzie, 1. W. Elliot, W. E. Russell 

1966 Mayor R. Filteau; Councillors Delmar 
Loucks, Frank McArthur, W. E. Russell, N. 
McKenzie 

1967-1968 Mayor - R. Filteau; Councillors - Delmar 
Loucks, N. McKenzie, F. McArthur, F. Warsaba 

1969 Mayor R. Filteau; Councillors - Delmar 
Loucks, P. Jessen, F. McArthur, F. Warsaba, P. 
Jessen was replaced in August by G. D. Morrow 

1970-1971 Mayor Delmar Loucks; Councillors G. D. 
Morrow, N. Mcivor, W. E. Russell, F. Warsaba 

1972 Mayor - G. D. Morrow; Councillors J. 
Cheyne, W. Freeman, K. Carels, F. Warsaba, W. 
Freeman was replaced by T. Smith in October 

1973-1974 Mayor G. D. Morrow; Councillors - F. War
saba, K. Carels, 1. Cheyne, T. Smith 

1975-1977 Mayor- G. D. Morrow; Councillors F. War
saba, K. Carels, R. Walker, T. Smith 

1978-1980 Mayor - G. D. Morrow; Councillors R. Kel
ler, F. Warsaba, K. Carels, D. Minnis 

1980-1981 Mayor - K. Carels; Councillors - T. Smith, R. 
Tole, W. Ashbee, C. Gall 

1982 Mayor - K. Carels; Councillors C. Gall, Bill 
Critchlow, Harold Adams, Bill Lawrence 

Secretary-Treasurers 
1902-1908 Waiter Thomas 1930-1954 - V. C. Farrow 
1909-1911 James Robertson 1955-1973 - Maidie Davidson 
1912-1929 Walter Thomas 1974- Cliff Hicks 

Melita 1913 or 
Watch Magic Melita Grow 
tne following was written by G. B. Barker 
(founder of Barkers Ltd.) in 1913 
Magic Melita, they say, 

Heads all others to-day; 
Its the name and location, you know. 

And her bright business men 
That keep things on the spin 

Makes Magic Melita grow. 



Four years from to-day 
You will hear people say 

"Now Mister, I told you so. " 
So don't be a quack 

Get on the right track 
Watch Magic Melita grow. 

The Oddfellows' hall 
Will look mighty small, 

The red front will look mighty low 
When our new post office you see 

A grand sight 'twill be 
Watch Magic Melita grow. 

Our moving pictures are not tame 
But they'll reach fame 

And show a much grander show 
When in the new Opera De Grand 

The finest in the land 
Watch Magic Melita grow. 

The Melita Flour Mills 
Will give Ogilvie ills 

And the Lake of the Woods tally ho, 
With a keen eye they'll guard 

Our No. One Hard 
Watch Magic Melita grow. 

Cobb, Simpson and Yeo 
With hosteleries grand 

For home comforts and service they stand 
Out here in the west 

We must have the best 
Watch Magic Melita grow. 

Business men now beware 
For the big show prepare 

Every man loosen up with his dough 
If you march around the pike 

We'll put you on the hike 
Watch Magic Melita grow. 

Our Telephone exchange 
We know do arrange 

A service most pleasant and prompt. 
Thanks to the members who are not paid 

Of our Fire Brigade. 
Watch Magic Melita grow. 

Other cities of fame 
Please remember our name 

When the C.N.R. is through 
We'll have a Union depot 
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So purchase your lot and 
Watch Magic Melita grow. 

For gas we will bore 
Right down to the core, 

Then a water supply 
That will never run dry, 

With street cars running to and fro 
Watch Magic Melita grow. 

Our Armory will rise 
Towering to the skies 

Then our brave Border Horse 
Will stand by of course 

To protect our sons from the enemies guns 
Watch Magic Melita grow. 

Our Creamery too 
We must not forget 

For it's running with a dash 
Superintended by Ash. 

Turning our cream into cash. 
Watch Magic Melita grow. 

Our school so fair 
As a monument stands 

The finest in the land 
Its fame is well known 

As its pupils have shown 
Watch Magic Melita grow. 

Our citizens sing 
And shout aloud 

Of their churches they're proud 
The good book doth inspire 

Us, them to admire. 
Watch Magic Melita grow. 

Our parks are our delight 
On a summer night 

and please understand 
'Tis there that our band 

With sweet music our pleasures increase 
Watch Magic Melita grow. 

Now men of our city 
Don't deem it a pity 

When things grow darker 
But buy your clothes from Barker 

and Boots that wear 
Our Trade Mark will bear. 

Watch Magic Melita grow. 
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J. S. Morrow 
Walter Bonner 

Dr. Walters '5 
Jerome Breamis 

'61 
Cecil Paterson 

, 75 

C. Dolling '11 
R. E. Denny '13 
F. S. Morrow '17 
Beulah Moore '63 
Martin Smith '82 

Jean Forsyth '63 

I. T. Lennox 
Mary McClure '49 
Laura Gordon 
Reg Forster '70 

Frank Oliver' 56 

Robert Love '13 
W. Kay '20 
L. H. Ladwick '46 
Arthur wood 
Howard Rowe '73 

'itl. A. Grant 'II 
Mrs. E. A. Belfry 
C. Carels '41 
Mrs. O. Innes '53 
Dorothy Cheyne '62 

Sam Johnston '11 
A. C. Dobbyn '19 

f 19 

Robert Sinson '31 (burned) 
Wyatt '58 (new house) 
Allan Wilkinson '65 

A. Mackie '08 
Mrs. A. Simpson '12 
John Russell '17 
Mrs. Modeland '20 
C. Cornish '41 
S. D. of Melita '42 
Elmer Pederson '73 

S-UMMIT S,TRf.ET 
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wATER STRElET 

E. Bartholemew '18 B. Rudneski '83 
['. Jones '58 
A. McInnes '65 
A. Nichols '73 (new house) 
D. Charles '81 

Gordon Russell '62 
Bill Spurrier '67 
Helen Spurrier '78 

W. H. Ainley '04 
J. M. Jones '09 
Vivian 'Nalker '45 
Chuck Lund '7S 

R. Tole ' 74 
J. Hart ' 82 
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Lawrence Bewski '72 

united Grain Growers 
'71 

John MCNaster '72 

Stewarts Lumber '71 
Cliff Hicks '74 

Fra~k Sturch '68 
Terrance Downey '73 
Hector Townsend '74 

Norman Stewart '71 
Manitoba Pool Elevators 

'72 

Bruce Nehring '68 
Bob Barnstable Jack 

Keown '73 
Randal Penne~ '74 



67 

Percy Brockinton '68 
Leonard Keyes '74 

Lorne Halls '68 

Helen Anderson '67 

Russell (Butch) M. Dickson 
'68 

John Busby '70 

Don ~lcDermit '67 

Jack McKinney '70 

\) 
-t 
::r: 

Chuck Warren (history unavailable) 

Marion Wark (history unavai lable) 

Mary Crepeele (history unavailable) 

00 Phyllis Stroud 
W (history unavailable) 

Dr. H. Kaye 
(history unavailable) 
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Contrast In Sound (Nov. 12, 1964) 
Last week the council put the old Town Bell 

through its final paces by ringing it at 12 o'clock 
noon. It was nice to have the pleasant chimes of the 
bell radiating over the town or we should say part 
ofthe town. The point that amazed many citizens was 
"how did the people manage to quit work on time 
during the years when the bell was the signal to shut 
down the works?" 

Since the bell was retired and the siren placed in 
service, our ears must have become attuned to a 
higher degree of noise or sound. The tones of the bell 
were too soft to penetrate to the outermost parts of the 
corporation. Therefore it is apparent that something 
louder and more penetrating than bell tones, is re
quired to reach the outer boundaries of the communi
ty. 

This is an age of noise. Melita is a much noiser 
town today than it was a decade ago. This may 
indicate that the town is much busier than before 
but the tremendous increase in street traffic has 
something to do with it as well. Therefore an instru
ment providing greater penetration of sound and air 
waves is the modern method of calling attention of 
the people that the noon or supper hour has arrived. 
The town bell was retired because its production of 
sound was too modest and too gentle for the present 
age. 

The Melita Post Office 
How did Melita Post Office get its name? It 

started in 1884 when the settlers asked Ottawa for the 
establishment of a post office. As the centre was 
already called Manchester, this name was suggested 
for the post office. The department replied that this 
name had already been used elsewhere, and sent a list 
of names for the residents to choose from. The set
tlers met on a Sunday afternoon after Sunday School 
to make a selection from the list supplied. Melita was 
one of the names suggested, and the subject of the 
Sunday School lesson that day had been "St. Paul's 
Shipwreck on the Island of Malta or Melita." 
MELITA was thought to be an appropriate name, 
therefore was chosen and accepted by the Postal 
Department. 

Melita's post office was first located on NW 
36-3-27 in Mr. R. M. Graham's home in the small 
centre of "Manchester." In 1891 the post office was 
moved to a new location SE 1-4-27 later to be known 
as lots 7-8-9-10. (about where the parking lot of The 
Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce is today). Mr. 
R. M. Graham built a store in 1891 on these lots and 
the post office stayed in this location until 1912 -
(20-01-12) then moved to the Odd Fellows Hall on lot 
18-4-5 Main Street. The post office shared the bot-
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tom part of the hall with the Canadian Customs for 
some years. 

In 1935 The Public Works started on a new build
ing. The post office was then moved to its present 
location in 1937, block 3 lots 21-22 Main Street. 

Post Office. 

There have been several alterations made over the 
years. In 1960 the building was extended 29' to make 
more room. In 1969 more new lock boxes were 
installed. In 1973 more improvements were made: 
new vinyl and carpet on the floor; the ceiling lowered 
and covered with accoustical tile; and air con
ditioning and new light fixtures installed. In 1982 the 
heating system was changed from oil heat to electric 
heat. 

Postmasters over the years were: R. M. Graham 
from 1884-1912, Sidney Davis from 1912-1949, Janet 
Davis from 1949-1950 (acting), George Ferguson 
from 1950-1970, Jack C. Foster 1970 (acting), R. Jack 
McKinny from 1970 to the present. Fulltime and part 
time employees over the years were many. Some 
names may have been missed but the following 
names were the only ones that could be traced: C. 
Menary, W. G. Blyth, Mr. Hayman, Miss Hains, 
Miss Richards, Miss Walker, Miss Horton, Miss 
Jennie Oberlin, Miss Slater, Miss Wilde, Mrs. Janet 
Davis, Miss Lil Gordon, Mr. Gideon Moore, Miss 
Sandra Phair, Mr. Jack Foster, Miss A. Deacon, Mr. 
Wayne Brown, Mrs. R. Vassart, Mrs. H. Anderson, 
and Mrs. K. Critchlow. Presently on staff are the 



Mrs. Janet G. Davis pre
sented with 25 year pin 
for long service to post 
office. 

following people: Mrs. Jean Sterling, Miss L. 
Klassen, and Mrs. L. Law. 

Caretaking was done by C. I. Allenby and G. 
Moore. The present caretaker is Mrs. I. Kobs. 

The mail was carried from the railway station to 
the post office on a two wheel csrrt. This job was done 
over the years by R. Cruikshank, G. L. Dodds, and 
Lodwick. Mr. Percy Loucks hauled the mail for a 
number of years by truck. 

Around the year 1956 or 1957 the railway stopped 
carrying the mail. The mail was then transported by 
truck service from Brandon and Estevan, Saskatche
wan, then later changed to come from Virden. 

Businesses 

* 
** 
*** 

Previous history researched by committee 
Similar business in other premises 
Old business no longer functioning 

Auctioneers 
Auctioneers throughout the years were 1891-1893 

- Dennis Brundrit and T. R. Reid; 1893 - Graham 
and Sons; 1899-1904 T. A. Myles; 1900-1909-
A. F. Farrow; 1909 Robert Oxley; 1910-1927 -
John Williams; 1911-1916-E. Briggs; 1928-1931 
W. Leslie; 1930-1943 John Baldwin; 1944-1956-
John Baldwin and Son; 1936-1946 - W. G. Powne; 
1941-1954 - W. W. Rowe; 1974 - Jim Downey; 
1975 to the present - Bob Baldwin and Wilkinson. 

Auctioneer John Baldwin and Mrs. Baldwin (Ashton). 
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Melita Bakery Lot 16, Block 3 - Plan 5 
submitted by Ute Bolton 

The only true owners of land in our early history 
were the North American Indians, but unfortunately 
the railroad had different ideas. As a result of those 
ideas many of the communities in our land were 
purchased from the railroad and in our case the town 
of Melita, its business and residences were formed. 

In 1892 a Mr. Sturgeon purchased a lot ofland for 
$2 in Melita, and that lot of land eventually became 
known as the Melita Bakery. 

The lot changed hands twice, within a period of 
eight years before a building was built on the lot in 
1900. The lot then belonged to Herbert Maycock, a 
merchant, and he established a building which he 
used for both a residence and a dry goods store. 

The building became a bakery in 1944 when a Mr. 
Fredrick White, who was a baker across the street, 
moved to this premises. In 1946 Mr. White sold his 
business to Wilfred Menzies and in 1948 he sold it to 
another baker by the name of George Kelley. Mr. 
Kelley made some improvements to the building and 
for eight years he was the baker for the town of 
Melita. 

In 1957, George Kelley sold the bakery and it was 
bought by another baker by the name of Henry Stock
lein, and the name officially became The Melita 
Bakery Ltd. Mr. Stocklein made many improve
ments and enlarged the building and baking area by 
some 75 ft. Mr. Stocklein remained the owner of the 
Melita Bakery for 21 years before selling the busi
ness to yet another baker by the name of Gerald 
Bolton. 

Mr. Bolton made more improvements to the 
building and business and further improvements are 
still planned. 

The town of Melita has had a bakery on this 
premises serving its community for the last 37 years 
and will hopefully have a bakery serving its needs for 
many more years to come. 

*Mr. Maycock was the owner of the building 
from 1899 to 1904. Jeweller, A. E. Kemp, and barris
ter, John Crerar, were tenants from 1899 to 1902. 
George Sayles and Evans, bakers, were tenants here 
from 1903 to 1906. An ice cream parlor was added in 
1904. In 1907 Cheyne and Evans had a grocery store 
and in 1911 J. Jobbins was a tenant. Mr. G. Jobbins 
purchased the building from Cheynes in 1933 and 
carried on business here until 1939 when he moved 
next door. (See Jobbins Store history). 
**Bumper to Bumper, Cornish Lucky Dollar, Jobbins. 

Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce 
N Lots 7,8,9, 10, Block 3, Plan 5 

A trailer was moved onto this property in 1976, 



and housed the Imperial Bank, when it first moved 
into Melita. The new bank opened in April 1978, 
with Wayne Hutchison as manager. Subsequent man
agers have been Wayne PattIe 1979-82, and Murray 
Billings at the present time. 

The original building on this property was The 
Pioneer Store, built in 1891 by Coughill and sold to 
R. M. Graham as a general store. A 16' x 30' addi
tion was made the following year, making the build
ing 30' x 80' . A dress making business was operated 
by Miss Good and Miss McGreger above the store. 
In 1897 Mr. Graham sold to T. M. Melannet, and 
another large addition was made at the back in 1903. 
In 1911, Mr. Melannet moved to a new premises up 
the street, and this building was purchased by Mr. 
Menary. Mr. Jenkins rented the building for moving 
pictures in 1914. The new Butcher Shop of LaFevre 
and Cashin followed, and a confection and ice cream 
parlor of W. 1. Blundell, was here from 1916 to 1918. 
In 1918 temporary movies were again shown at Men
ary's Hall with Mr. Jenkins as manager. In 1920 
Walter Waite purchased the business and it became 
the Melita Theatre. Mr. Waite was called by death in 
1925, and Mrs. Waite became the Proprietor. In 1929 
alterations were made, new furnishings, drop cur
tains, the lobby enlarged and a stucco front to the 
building. Talkies made their debut in May 1931, 
when 0. T. Sewell leased the theatre. However, due 
to bad times the theatre closed and Mr. Sewell was 
released from his contract. 

In 1935 the theatre re-established with Bill Waite 
as manager. A fire caused a two week shutdown in 
1940, and the installation of $4000 of sound equip
ment was made in 1945. The Melita Theatre closed in 
1955 after 35 years of operation. It was purchased at 
this time by Chuck Doerr. 

The Agricultural offices were located in these 
premises from 1955 to 1976, and Lome Richter had 
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his barbershop in the rooms to the left of the entrance 
from 1969 to 1975. 

The old building was tom down in 1976 to make 
room for progress. 

Melita Credit Union 
submitted by Tom Smith 

The Melita Credit Union received a charter of 
incorporation on January 6, 1966, signed by the 
Honorable George Hutton, Minister of Agriculture. 
This charter allowed the Melita Credit Union to con
duct financial business within the Rural Munic
ipalities of Albert, Edward, Arthur and part of the 
Municipality of Brenda. Deposits of member savings 
and loan granting was conducted from January 1966 
to June 1971. 

Credit Union. 

An amalgamation agreement was drawn in June 
1971 between Melita Credit Union and Virden Credit 
Union Ltd. The Melita Credit Union Board of Direc
tors President Gideon Moore and Manager Mr. Ed
mond Hicks supervised and assisted with the transfer 
of assets to Virden Credit Union Ltd. The Melita 
Credit Union office located in the Clifford Coleman 
building on Main Street was officially closed on 
October 1, 1971. 

October 4, 1971 the Virden Credit Union Ltd. 
opened a mobile office at 133 Main Street on proper- . 
ty purchased from Mr. William G. Powne. This tem
porary location was equipped to provide full 
financial service within the guidelines of the Provin
cial Credit Union Act, Province of Manitoba. Mr. 
Tom Smith and Mrs. Donna Smith managed this 
mobile office. 

A new two storey building was constructed on 
this location and officially opened in January 1973 
with a staff of four employees. The Credit Union 
office is located in the upper level and the Antler 
River School Division occupies the lower leveL 

* This property was previously owned by G. L. 



Dodds in 1892 and later sold to Cameron and Duncan 
in 1906. C. W. Kontzie purchased it in 1915 and built 
a machine shop at the back of the property. In 1917 
the business became Kontzie & Pettipher, and from 
1920 to 1955, Pettipher's Machine shop was well 
known. Melita Service Station was located on the 
front of the lot in 1931, and was run by 1. R. Stewart 
and C. A. Henderson, later McCallum, Jack Orange 
and Doug Cameron sold used cars from this prem
ises. 

The Royal Bank 
Lot 15, Block 7, Plan 5 

In 1891 A. W. Law & Co. of Souris opened a 
small private bank in a small building where the 
Catholic Church now stands. A. T. Broderick was 
manager. In 1898 the Union Bank of Canada opened 
a branch in the Cobb block, next to Mussons' Butch
er Shop, and the private bank of A. W. Law was 
merged in the Union, and Mr. Broderick retained the 
managership. 

From 1908 to 1925, the Union Bank of Canada 
was located on the property where The Esquire Shop 
is presently situated, (east comer of Front & Main). 

The Royal Bank interior; 1958, looking west. 

East view. 
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Managers were: 1898-1908 A. T. Broderick, fol
lowed by Mr. Hugh McLung and Mr. R. Pooke for a 
short term; 1911-1916 - A. B. Jamieson, 1917-1921 

A. E. Ivey; 1922-1926 - E. H. Floyd. 
On March 17, 1906 the Northern Bank, later 

known as the Northern Crown Bank, after the amal
gamation of the Northern and Crown Banks in 1908, 
opened a branch in Melita. The managers of this 
branch were: 1906 R. R. Richards; 1908 - 1. O. 
HettIe; 1909-1911 W. H. Hambly; 1911-1919 - C. 
H. L. Smith. 

The Royal took over the Northern Crown Bank in 
1919. Mr. W. E. Bayley was manager for a few 
months in 1920 followed by W. H. Keelan from 1920 
to 1926. Mr. E. H. Floyd who was manager of the 
Union Bank at the time of amalgamation with the 
Royal in 1925, became manager of the Royal on 
February 25, 1926 and remained until 1929. 

Subsequent managers were: 1929-1952 - G. E. 
W. N. Branston; 1952-1954 - 1. H. Erlandson; 
1954-1961 - A. W. Brown; 1961-1970 - S. O. 
Goodman; 1970-1972 - W. G. McLean; 1972-1973 
- D. W. Ingram; 1973-1982 - R. E. Tole. 

The original building of the Northern Bank was 
located on the north end of Lots 1-2-3-4 Block 4 Plan 
5 (See Municipal Building history) and was used 
until 1968 in which year it was sold and a new Royal 
Bank built on lot 15-7-5. 

The following article appeared in the U. B. of C. 
Monthly magazine, dated November 1922. 

The Robbery At Melita, Man. 
submitted by R. E. Tole 

Motor bandits looted the branch of the Union 
Bank of Canada at Melita, Man., 18 miles from the 
United States border, early Saturday morning Sep
tember 23. They secured $7,700 in cash and approx
imately $90,000 in securities, the bulk of which were 
non-negotiable. The Bank is insured against all 
losses incurred. 



The bandits were particularly daring. Arriving in 
Melita they first entered the town's power station and 
bound and gagged Thomas Trotter, the night engi
neer, to prevent him turning on the street lights. 
Telegraph and telephone connections were com
pletely cut, leaving the town virtually isolated. 

On arriving at the Bank they forced the front 
door, breaking the Yale lock, without regard to noise. 
E. W. McKerlie, teller, and his personal friend, Fred 
Watts, were asleep over the Bank. Mr. Watts was first 
awakened. The burglars proceeded to work at the 
vault door apparently with a hammer and chisel at the 
combination and handle. At this point Watts 
awakened McKerlie. They called down to the burg
lars who replied that if they kept quiet they would not 
be hurt. However, as their bed was immediately over 
the vault, and fearful of the pending explosion they 
ran downstairs and were immediately escorted by an 
armed man along the street, east of the Bank and kept 
watch over, simultaneously while he guarded the lane 
at the rear of the Bank. They noticed a second man 
standing on an old chair behind the Bank fence, in 
command of the street, east and west. 

The first charge was fired almost immediately 
Watts and McKerlie left the premises. Eight charges 
in all were put off. The floor of one compartment of 
the safe was blown clear and from this compartment 
the $7,700 in cash was taken, also the securities. 

Apparently the first outsider awakened was 
Wong Dick Hoe, a Chinaman living with his family 
over his store on Main Street, north of the Bank. He 
got up thinking he was being robbed and went down 
the back stairs of his premises, but was met at the 
door by a gunman and ordered back. About this time 
Walter Waite, resident two doors north of Hoe, was 
awakened by the explosion. He looked out of his 
front window and took in at a glance, that the blind of 
the Union Bank window was drawn, and at once 
became suspicious. He heard the gunman order the 
Chinaman upstairs, and sensing that the back door 
was guarded, he removed his shoes and crept down 
the stairs, and got clear up the back lane to the top of 
Main Street where the fire bell is located. Here he 
would have had to cross the street immediately be
coming a mark, as his outline appeared on the sky
line, Melita being built upon a hill. So he crawled 
across the street, and rang the alarm, which drew out 
a crowd of citizens. 

Rev. Thomas Beveridge, editor of the Melita 
Herald, resident one block from the Bank, was the 
first man on the scene. Several shots were fired to 
intimidate him; one took effect in his foot. The 
charge later removed from Mr. Beveridge's ankle was 
buck shot and as several shot shells were picked up 
later in the morning in the vicinity, it is apparent that 

346 

repeating shot guns were used by the robbers. 
McKerlie and Watts declare the men were not 
masked, and made no effort to conceal their faces, 
but owing to the darkness, they can give only vague 
descriptions. 

The men after their haul made good their get
away. Although all communication wires out of the 
town were cut, the first alarm was turned in within 
fifteen minutes, by one of the local telephone line
men from the top of a pole. This was sent to all 
neighboring towns. It is thought the bandits struck 
off immediately south to the U. S. boundary. It is not 
known if there were one or two cars; six men were 
actually seen of the gang, and it is thought there were 
ten operating. " 

Editor's note: The residence and store of Wong 
Dick Hoe was across the street (west) then north of 
the Union Bank. 

Mr. Beveridge was the editor of The Melita New 
Era and Napinka Herald (not the "Melita Herald" as 
mentioned). 

Municipal Building 
Mr. Dodds of Manchester (original settlement), 

moved his Hardware & General Store here in 1890. 
This building was moved to the south side of the, 
block, to make room for the new Northern Bank in 
1906. The new structure was a two storey brick build
ing with partial basement, built by a Winnipeg firm, 
Messrs. Kay & Tole at a cost of $12,000 It was used 
as a bank until 1968, in which year it was sold to the 
Municipality of Arthur. This building now contains 
offices of the Municipality, Agriculture Representa
tive, Department of Highways etc. 

The Northern Bank, later The Royal Bank of Canada. 

Dentist Chic Jones' office was upstairs in this 
building from 1920 to 1971. The building housing the 
Municipal Hall and Town Office, was between where 
the Royal Bank and the Strand theatre are today, (Lot 



16, Block 7, Plan 5) and existed there from 1912 to 
1969. 

South of the Municipal Building 
In 1906 the Dodds' building was moved here to 

make room for the Northern Bank. In 1907, the 
butcher shop of Robson & Beamish was located here 
and later became Robson & Robinson. An addition 
was made to the building in 1908, and it was convert
ed to a bowling alley owned by W. N. Johnson. This 
operation was sold to W. G. Kenner in 1910, and was 
overseen by Manager McCreary. This equipment 
was sold in 1912 to Mr. McPherson who sold to Mr. 
Laby about 1913. Mr. Johnson operated a restaurant 
on the second floor from 1908 to 1909. 

This building was moved to Lot 18 and 19, on 
Block 6, Plan 5, to become two residences. The 
house on Lot 19 was later changed to a one storey, 
with the top storey becoming a third residence on Lot 
20. (The houses today of Edith Tweed, Wallace 
Downey and Jean Wyatt). The lot of the old building 
is still vacant. 

Lorne's Barber Shop 
Lot 20, Block 4, Plan 5 

In 1891, merchants Newberry and Wells were in 
this building followed by C. Estlin and Registrar 1. L. 
Campbell from 1893 to 1897. In 1901 barber Stover 
was the owner, and Melita Conservative Club pur
chased it in 1907. Mr. F. A. Heatherington, a barber, 
sold the business to Stewart and Frew, and Frew sold 
to Mr. Laby in 1913. Mr. McPherson sold the bowling 
and pool hall to Mr. Laby at this time also. Mr. Laby 
sold to Wm. McKinley in 1920 and in 1926 he added 
a ladies' hair dressing department. In 1946 it was 
purchased by Bert Johnson and during the late 1940's 
or early 50's the bowling alley was removed. Lome 
Richter was here for seven months in 1958, and 
Walter Pawlosky owned the business from 1959 to 
1975 when Lorn Richter took over. 
**Campbell and Ferguson, C & C Agencies, Feaders Jewellery, 
Melita Clinic. There were also barbers in the early hotels. 

Hair We Are 
submitted by Sheila Williams 

Hair We Are Unisex Hairstyling, owned by Don 
and Sheila Williams opened its doors for business 
July 15, 1978 as part of a mini mall located in the 
Macleods building owned by Richard Keller. A very 
successful grand opening was held September 9, 
1978 with over 200 friends and family in attendance 
to welcome the shop to Melita. The ribbon cutting 
was done by Mrs. Lynda Downey, with welcome 
speeches from the Honorable James Downey, Mayor 
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Jerry Morrow, Burt Hicks, on behalf of the Chamber 
of Commerce, and Ron Renwick, Reeve of the 
Arthur Municipality. 

The shop consists of three stylists, Denise Robin
son, Judy Carr, and owner operator Sheila Williams. 

Melita Beauty Salon 
submitted by Melita Beauty Salon 
Lot 19, Block 4, Plan 5 

The Melita Beauty Salon, situated at 113 Main 
Street, is owned and operated by Dorothy Long. 
Previous to its present location, the business was 
operated from the building at 127 Souris Street, pres
ently the H & R Block, which was purchased from 
Mary Coleman on April 1, 1974. 

The property the Salon is now situated on was 
purchased from Walter Pawlosky in 1975. This loca
tion was once the site of the former "Millionaires' 
Club" . Construction of the Beauty Salon was under
way in July 1975, and in December 1975 was opened 
for business. 

*The original building was built in 1892 by James 
Cosgrove and sold to R. Meridith in 1893. Some of 
the tenants were Mills & Burnett - barbers, Dr. 
Rogers from 1898 to 1900, Mrs. Prynne - Milliner, 
Davidson & Co. - photographers, Sam Lee -
laundry, W. G. Milton - tailor, Mrs. Salisbury
millinery from 1923 to 1926 followed by Milliner 
Mrs. Noble. The Millionaires' Club was here from 
1936 to 1950, followed by Mary Dundas' Beauty 
Shop from 1952 to 1959 when it moved beside the 
lawyers' office on Souris Street. Griffith's T. V. & 
Radio operated from 1955 to 1962 when they sold to 
Clark Snyder. Feader's Jewellery was here for a short 
time as well as Cliff Coleman's Plumbing and the 
Credit Union under Ed Hicks around 1970. 
**Feader Jewellery, Lorne's Barber Shop and H & R Block. 

Clark's T.V. 



* * *Blacksmith 
Lot 5 and 6, Block 2, Plan 5 

* A new two storey brick building was built here 
by D. Lamont and his blacksmith shop was estab
lished when he purchased the carriage making busi
ness of George Lea in 1904. The shop upstairs, was 
used to build buggy wheels and repair them, also to 
set buggy tires. It was also used as a wood working 
shop. 

In 1904 a 15 foot boat was built here for Percy 
Brockinton's father. The blacksmith shop functioned 
into the 1930's or later, and then was used for storage. 
Cobb Motors purchased the building in 1954, at 
which time it was renovated and became the Body 
Shop. It was operated by Jack Feist until 1965 fol
lowed by Doug Walker. The building was tom down 
in 1980. 
**Russells Electric, Stewarts Lumber & Supply Co. 

Souris Valley Processors Ltd. 
submitted by Bob Walker 

In October, 1968, Norman Walker opened a mod
ern abattoir at the south east corner of Melita, near 
the junction of Highway 3 and 83. General contractor 
for the building was George Andries. 

The purpose of the new building, was to meet 
provincial regulations upgrading existing slaughter
house facilities. At that time Norman owned the 
slaughterhouse south of town and also the Melita 
Quick Freeze on Main Street. 

In 1969, 1974 and 1976 floods shut down the 
business for three months each year. 

In July, 1973 management was turned over to Bob 
Walker, Norman's oldest son. 

Full government inspection and grading services 
were provided by the provincial and federal govern
ment in September 1977. 

In the fall of 1980, renovations were made to 
facilitate an expanded retail sales area. 
* *Butcher Shops - Jobbins, Melita Dry Cleaners, Melita Foot
wear and Clothing, Bumper to Bumper and Municipal Build
ing. 

Barker's Ltd. 
submitted by Jack Barker 
Lot 24, Block 4, Plan 5 

Mr. Barker started in the business of men's and 
boy's boots and clothing in 1900 and the store was 
located between the Metropolitan Hotel and the Drug 
Store. 

In 1915 due to increased business a new building 
was built at the same location, and the business 
carried on throughout the construction period. 

In 1926 Jack graduated from school and joined 
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Barkers Ltd. and Morrows Pharmacy. 

the firm, and in 1934, Jack and Harold opened a store 
in Birtle. Ted worked with his father in Melita. 

The business was incorporated in 1940 as Bar
ker's Ltd. with Mr. Barker as president and General 
Manager. 

Jack and Ted joined the RCAF, and on return in 
1945, took over management of the Melita store. Ted 
moved to the coast in 1964. 

Jack continued as manager until retirement in 
1976, and the business is still operating as Barker's 
Ltd. under the management of L. B. Townsend. 

This represents a total of 82 years service to the 
town and district, under the same name and in the 
same location. 

Previously the lot was owned by Pierce Bros. 
who started a dry goods store in Melita, in 1891. Mr. 
Asher Pierce built a new store in 1892. This branch 
was closed in 1894, and Pierce Bros. moved to Ox
bow. The premises was rented as a shaving parlor by 
W. H. Stover, and sold to Geo. Barker in 1899. 

The Corner Store 
Lot 7, 8, 9, 10, Block 3, Plan 5 

The Sturgeon Block located on the west corner of 
Front and Main Street was built in 1899 as a hardware 
store. Mr. Sturgeon owned the building but Mr. P. 
Powell was a business partner. The business was sold 
to W. G. Blythe in 1900 and to Hamelin Brothers in 
1901. Mr. R. McKay was manager for this general 
store in 1904. 

In 1907 the business was McLeod and Hamelin 
with Mr. Bower as manager. In 1908 extensive reno
vations were made for groceries and the millinery 
department was moved upstairs. 

In 1909 the business was sold to A. T. Button and 
Co. and in 1912 it was sold to W. H. Grant and Co. In 
1916 Bettes Peace Co. purchased it and they sold in 
1917 to L. H. Clarke who was operator until 1927 . G. 
S. Davidson purchased the business at this time and 
sold to Messrs. H. Sures Co. in 1930. The Sures 



Brothers George and Harry owned and operated it 
until 1960. Some managers were Lou Burtnick, Jack 
Alton and Evans Ross in later years. 

Robinson's Store took over in 1960 with Neil 
McKenzie as manager (see Robinson's Store histo
ry). Shaw's Carpet was located here from 1964 to 
1972 and Stewart's Home Centre owned and operated 
from here until 1982 when it moved to Stewart's 
Lumber and Supply Ltd. At the present time the 
south portion of the building is being renovated to 
house The Happy Chopstick Restaurant. 

The upper part of the building was known as 
Sturgeon's Hall and is referred to many times in early 
years (in "Items of Interest" section of the book) as 
housing all kinds of entertainment for the Melita and 
area residents. 

Previous to construction of the Sturgeon Block 
there was a small building on the north of the lot. This 
housed the hardware store of Mr. McKay in 1892. It 
was then sold to Young, then McLennan and became 
Sturgeon and Powell Hardware around 1896. In 1899 
this building was removed to make way for the 
Sturgeon Block. 

In 1913 the north half of the new building was 
leased to A. W. Scott and Gibson for a hardware 
store. Gibson sold to N. W. Sterling in 1916 and the 
business closed three years later when Mr. Sterling 
moved from Melita. 

The Melita Hardware Co. of Lea & Shearer 
started here in 1922 and was purchased in 1925 by 
James Duncan to become Melita Hardware and Im
plement Co. They sold International Harvester. The 
business moved in 1929 up the street and across the 
lane. 

This part of the store was used as a warehouse by 
Sures & Co. until 1959 when the Regional Library 
and the Restroom moved in. The library moved (see 
Regional Library) and Irene's Gift Shop was here 
from 1971 to 1973 at which time the Golden Age Club 
moved in (see Golden Age history). The M & M 
Share & Profit - a good, used clothing store oper
ated from 1980 to 1982. The restroom closed in 1982. 

* * *Esquire Shop 
Lot 1, 2, 3, 4, Block 4, Plan 5 

The "new store" 24' x 36' was built in 1903 for 
Mr. G. L. Dodds. Mr. Dodds was one of the business
men who moved from Manchester to this location in 
1884. His general store stock was sold to 1. B. Brooks 
in 1905 and the building sold to the Union Bank in 
1907. The bank was here until 1925. A Mr. Wragge 
had a barber shop here following the bank's exit and 
the Town of Melita and Arthur Municipality, pur
chased the building in 1928 for a restroom. (see 
restroom history). Mr. G. H. Mann had a small office 
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at the front of the office from which he sold insur
ance. Charles, Carels sold Rawleigh products from 
the office after Mr. Mann. The building was tom 
down in 1966 and the Esquire Shop was built in the 
same year. The proprietor was Ted Barker until 1974 
when his son Rick became manager until 1979. Bill 
Ramsey purchased the business in 1979 and the doors 
were closed in 1981. Mrs. Minn Forsyth had a music 
studio at the back of the building where she taught 
piano lessons in 1981-2. 

Melita Fashion Centre 
Lot 14, BLock 3, Plan 5 

The Fashion Centre is owned by N. Minnis. 
In 1892 - Harness Boot and Shoe owned by the 

Blackwell Bros; 1901-1906 - Shoeist & Clothier 
owned by T. A. & W. 1. Blackwell; 1908-1911 
Gents furnishing, tenant Williams and Lewis Co. 
The stock was sold to R. 1. McRae; 1912-1920 -
Fancy goods store, tenant Mrs. Prynne. Some of her 
managers were Miss Palmer, Miss Kelly, Miss 
Quinn, Miss McLean and Miss Sutherland. The 
block was destroyed by fire in 1920 and a new store 
was built in 1925. 

In 1925, L. S. Arnold operated a jewellery store. 
It was sold in 1944 to N. A. Gould who operated a 
jewellery store. Later it was divided and N. Gould 
had clothing while Wes Feader took over the jewell
ery section. (see separate history). 

In 1961, the building housed women's clothing 
under proprietors M. Kirby and H. Filteau, 1967-
M. Kirby and H. Quane (Women's Clothing), 1972 

Anne Collie (Women's Clothing), 1974 - Norma 
Minnis (Women's Clothing). 

Melita Footwear & Clothing 
North Yz - Lot 18, BLock 3, Plan 5 

In 1894 and 1895, A. E. Kemp, a jeweller, oc
cupied this location and was followed by Mr. Rea
bum, who was a barber. In 1902, a butcher by the 
name of Heath was here, followed by Dunford & Son 
who later sold to A. E. Thompson and Lobban 
(butchers). F. Lobban & Co. purchased it in 1905, 
and sold to Metcalfe & Co. (W. Leslie, W. 1. Cobb & 
1. Metcalfe) in 1908. A long line of butchers fol
lowed: Oberlin & Roberts, Roy A. Robinson, L. 
Lyon, LeFevre & Co., Donaghue, 1. Metcalfe, and 
from 1920 to 1946 was H. P. Musson. The business 
was sold to G. W. Bonner in 1946, and in 1948 he 
sold to Rourke who operated his butcher shop here 
while the Quick Freeze was under construction. With 
the completion of the new butcher shop, Art Rourke 
moved out in 1949 and this long time butcher shop 
became the Shoe Repair of Ed Schmidtke. It re
mained there until 1959 , when Marshall Wells started 



under manager Bob Dunlop, and the partition was 
removed for purposes of the hardware store. 

Jim Axford followed Dunlop and re-built the wall 
to house the clothing and games store of Bill Ramsey, 
known as Bill's Place. 

The Melita Footwear & Clothing was established 
in June of 1981, with proprietors Ed Klusen and 
daughter Gail. The business is managed by Gail. 

Robinson's Store 
submitted by Jim Dando 
Lot 11 and 12, Block 3, Plan 5 

On Christmas Day in 1969, fire broke out approx
imately 3 p.m. destroying two businesses, Melita 
Hardware and the Bamboo Inn. During 1970 this area 
was cleaned up and construction began on a single 
building. The lot and building owned by Mr. Ray 
Johnston of Dauphin was leased by Robinson Little 
Co. as a dry goods store. 

This company had a store in Melita operated by 
Mr. and Mrs. Neil McKenzie. On their retirement 
this new store was opened in its present location on 
March 4, 1971. This new store was operated by Mr. 
and Mrs. Jim Dando from Waskada, who purchased 
the business, and have operated it ever since. 
*Lot 11, Block 3, Plan 5 

In 1892 Falconer and Martin, merchants were in 
the south building and in 1892 the hardware of H. V. 
Morse and Bradfield took over. This became H. V. 
Morse very shortly and in 1906 he sold to Campbell 
and Ferguson and they operated a hardware store. In 
1924, C. & H. Farrow Bros. purchased the hardware 
and sold in 1929 to R. H. Shearer to become Melita 
Hardware Co. and Specialty Shop. The business sold 
to Corona Lumber Yard in 1931 to 1934 with R. H. 
Shearer as manager. 

The business became Beaver Lumber Hardware 
in 1938. Norman Stewart managed this from 1945 to 
1957. In 1957 Walter Woods Ltd. purchased it, and 
the Melita Hardware, under the management of Del
mar Loucks, served the community until it burned 
December 25, 1969. 
Lot 12, Block 3, Plan 5 

In 1906 Mr. Harry Lennox had a billiard room 
and pool hall in the north premises. In 1908 the new 
Drug Store, a branch of Sherbrooke Pharmacy, Por
tage Avenue, Winnipeg, established a business here 
and operated for two years. Managers were Vrooman 
and McCullough, W. E. Gould and Armsdon. In 1911 
the new restaurant of Timms sold the stock to Jim 
Moon, and in 1912, he sold to Henry Woh, who 
operated the Melita Cafe until 1920, when it was 
purchased by Tom Lee, Tom Kim, and Tom Jan. In 
1921 came W. M. Tom and then Jimmy Whi. Jimmy 
sold to Li How in 1926, and in 1927, the Sun Cafe 
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was operated by Li and Happy How. They served the 
public well until 1960 when Ted's Cafe took over 
under the management of Ted Higgins. The Bamboo 
Inn under management of Simon Chan and Jim Eng 
started early in 1969 and burned to the ground on 
December 25, 1969. 
**Blossom Boutique and Cornish Lucky Dollar. 

Millinery and Dressmaking 
The millinery and dressmaking businesses were 

operated by the following people: 1891-1900 Mrs. 
Price' 1892 Miss Baldwin; 1901 - Miss Leeson; 
1902:1903 Miss Brownell; 1893 - Mrs. Reekie 
and Miss Holden; 1892 - Miss Good and Miss 
McGregor; 1901 Florence Bartholamew; 1903 
Mrs. Pettapiece; 1902 - Miss Boorman; 1902 -
Miss Bater; 1903-1904-MissL. M. Shaw; 1904-
Mrs. Hodgkins and Mrs. Stockden; 1908 - Miss 
Medwin; 1904 - Miss Denton; 1909 Miss Vi-
pond; 1904-1905 - Miss Keishaw; 1911 Mrs. M. 
C. Barker; 1905-1923 - Mrs. Prynne; 1907 - Miss 
Betts; 1913 - Mrs. M. 1. Blaker; 1913 - Mrs. Alex 
Graham; 1914 - Miss Quinn; 1917 Miss Higgin-
botham; 1918 - Miss E. Taylor; 1919 Miss E. G. 
Reid; 1917-1923 - Miss Hay; 1923-1927 - Mrs. 
Salisbury; 1927-1930 Mrs. Noble; 1925-1926 
Miss Olive Daigieison; 1927-1929 Miss Stewart. 

Dr. Deong's Office 
South Y2 Lot 17 Block 3 Plan 5 

The Union Bank, with manager A. T. Broderick, 
was here from 1899 to 1905 when it moved to the new 
Dodds building on the east comer of Main and Front 
Street. In 1907 Drs. Byers and Creighton were in this 
office as well as on lot 18 (Blossom Boutique and 
Clothing Store now). Dr. Byers was in this office 
again from 1908 to 1912 and in 1913 and 1914 Barris
ter Archibald was here. Mr. Yuill, barrister, took 
over from Mr. Archibald and was here until 1938 
when he moved to the Crerar building (N .E. comer 
of Souris and Main). From 1938 to 1958 Mr. W. 
Powne owned and operated this office as an insur
ance agent. This became part of Marshall Wells 
Hardware until 1979 when it was again partitioned 
off for the Blossom Boutique. Dr. Deong opened her 
office in 1981. 

Melita Clinic 
Lot 27, Block 4, Plan 5 

W. 1. Price, a boot and shoe merchant, owned this 
building from 1892 to 1901, when he sold it to Robert 
Simpson, who was the editor of the Western Pro
gress. The paper was printed here until 1915. Mr. L. 
S. Arnold operated a jewellery shop here from 1904 



Melita Clinic today. 

to 1925, at which time he moved to his new store 
across the street. The south side of the building was 
the Bon Marche warehouse, followed by the electri
cal shop ofE. P. Rathwell from 1917 to 1918 next the 
barbershop of Stenhouse, George Frankling and then 
James Boyd by 1931. Mr. Fred White started his bake 
shop here in 1938 and operated until his move to the 
present bake shop (Bolton's) in 1944. In the north 
part of the building Miss Stewart had a millinery 
store, Charles Carels had Rawleigh Products there 
from 1939 to 1941. The building has housed Irene's 
Gift Shop and Sears, Studio 1 Arts Shop, and 
Bill's Place in 1982. The whole building became 
Thompson's Seeds in 1945 purchased from H. 
Greenhalgh. Dr. Kaye's office has been in this build
ing for many years and he is at present the only 
occupant. 
**Blossom Boutique and Medical Area of book. 

* * *Melita Creamery 
submitted by Doug Davis 

Melita's first venture in the creamery business 
was in the summer of 1912, when the present cream
ery building was erected, and an association was 
formed amongst the farmers and citizens, which was 
known as the Melita Creamery Association. This was 
a more or less unsuccessful venture, and after a time 
the association sold their interest to Mr. Charles 
Shannon who operated it successfully for a time and 
in 1919 disposed of it to the T. Eaton Company of 
Winnipeg. 

In 1927, a one ton truck was used to haul cream 
from Lyleton. Depots followed at Waskada-Good
lands, Fertile-Tilston, Lyleton-Coulter and in 1928 a 
fourth truck was added to operate Pipestone-Reston 
route. The fifth route to Grand Clairiere and Maple 
Hill school was added in 1929. 
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Dairy herd in late 1960's an important era of agriculture in 
Arthur Municipality for many years. 

Loucks' small business. 

In January 1929, construction was started on a 
fifty foot addition to the north end of the Creamery to 
serve as an ice house. Contractors were Paul and 
Ballantyne. Ice supply required was about 350 tons 
annually and had to be hauled frequently up to this 
time. 

In October 1929, an addition of a 20' x 20' room 
was_made at the south of the Creamery for testing, 
washing equipment, and receiving apparatus. A 
large septic tank was added in 1930 to purify waste 
before going into the creek. The plant was com
pletely electrified in 1935. 

James Greig and helper - draymen. 



Eaton's operated the plant until 1940, when it was 
purchased by Canada Packers Ltd., who owned it 
until 1966, when it again changed hands to the Mod
ern Dairies Ltd. On March 1, 1977, the Creamery 
was purchased by Doug Davis and Wayne Webster. 

Over the years managers have been: 1912 
Thomas Ash; 1914 - George Thomson; 1915-1916 

W. 1. Graham; 1918-1919 - Mr. Scott; 1920-
William Wier; 1920-1925-F. R. McRae; 1925-1935 
- Norman McInnis; 1935-1951 Roy Tribe; 
1951-1970 - Jack Northam; 1970-1982 - D. G. 
Davis. 

Over the years, Melita Creamery has won many 
trophies for their cleanliness of operations, their 
grounds of beautiful flowers, and Melita butter. In 
1955, Melita took first prize at Toronto Royal Fair in 
an all Canadian competition. Many shields, trays, 
cups, and prizes were won over the years by Melita 
Creamery for their butter making. 

Over ten million pounds of merit quality butter 
were manufactured at this creamery. At present the 
annual production is approximately 230,000 
pounds. 

In 1935 an egg buying station was established as 
part of the operation handled by Wilfred Menzies. It 
employed six egg handlers going almost night and 
day in the busy season. Butter was shipped out by the 
carload. Some of the butter was exported, also eggs 
with many thousands going to Venezuela. 

Also exported from Melita Creamery were many 
thousands of pounds of dressed poultry. It was 
shipped to packing houses and wholesale, with as 
many as four buyers out at one time, to fill certain 
buying dates. 

Cy McCallum and Lloyd Morrow at Creamery 1947. 

In 1951 a hatchery became part of the Creamery 
operation, where close to a million chicks were 
hatched and sold in the surrounding area. 

Melita Creamery was one of the first rural cream
eries to install artificial refrigeration, forty-six years 
ago. Some of the equipment consists of a conveyer 
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system, automatic can washer, three stainless steel 
vats, stainless steel churn, an automatic butter printer 
capable of cutting and wrapping 1700 pounds of 
butter per hour. The Creamery also owns a 40 h. p. 
gas fired boiler. 

This business closed down the end of September 
1982. 

Draymen 
W. G. Kenner served from 1892-1929 and then 

sold to Maurice Stratton. In 1905 was W. Kay and he 
sold to Crossland and Tole in 1910 and they later sold 
to Simpson & Co. in 1913. George Lawley and 1. F. 
Atkinson were draymen in 1891, George Sheffer-
1904; Oxley and Karr 1905; R. 1. Tuck 1912; 
Arthur Jones sold to Ben Williams in 1918; Hugh 
Jones - 1921; I. Willis & Son -1921; P. Sutherland 

1929; Hap and Harold Kenner, Jim Elrick, Joe 
Broome, Irv Dobbyn and Syd Dobbyn. 

* * *Melita Dry Cleaners 
Lot 13, Block 3, Plan 5 

Blackwell Block, south side of lot 13 was built in 
Manchester (original settlement), by Thos. Black
well in 1889, and moved to Melita in 1891. The 
residence was situated on the second floor. A full two 
storey block was built on the remainder of block 13 
and 14 in 1892. A. B. Estlin was the contractor. 

In the south part from 1891 to 1893, Mr. Mallet 
operated a jewellery store. Berrill and Myles had a 
barbershop here in 1893, and jeweller A. E. Kemp 
followed from 1902 to 1908. Barbers 1. Armsden and 
Stover from 1909 to 1910, and Stover alone until 
1914. 

The Melita Shoe Hospital of Robert Love was at 
the back of the building. In 1909, Drs. Creighton & 
Creighton established a hospital above this business 
place, and it functioned for a couple of years. The 
Red Cross used the upstairs from 1914 to 1919, and 



the restrooms were situated here as well in those 
years. The building was destroyed by fire in 1920. 

A new store was built by W. C. Cro in 1925. It 
was a plumbing establishment and remained so until 
1934. Mr. Heatherington, a lawyer, had his office 
here from 1937 to 1938, and was followed by Frank's 
Bakery. The Red Cross took over in 1940, and the 
Melita Leather Shop of Baumgarten in 1945. Norman 
Walker's Meat Market was located here from 1947 to 
1954, when he moved to the Quick Freeze. The 
Drycleaners of Gin and Jean Eng operated from 1956 
to 1975, and was sold to Mary Minshull, who con
tinued the business for two years. The building has 
been used as a warehouse and is at present vacant. 

Russell's Building 
Lot 29, Block 4, Plan 5 

This property was first owned by G. L. Dodds 
and sold to T. D. Sturgeon in 1906, at which time a 
building was moved here. Mrs. Prynne, a merchant 
of millinery, was a tenant for a number of years. 1. 
Reid, a tinsmith, occupied the building from 1915 to 
1924, when the shoe, leather, and harness maker, 
Robert Love, moved in. With Mr. Love's retirement, 
this was purchased in 1939 by Melita Lumber & 
Manufacturing Co., and sold in 1940 to Stan Conley 
andL. W. Ranger, then to B. A. Baumgarten in 1944, 
who moved the business. Eldon Elliott and M. R. 
Eyers opened an electrical shop in 1945, which be
came Eldon's Electric from 1947 to 1952, when it 
sold to Russell's Electric. Russells then built a new 
building and moved to Ash Street (See Russell's 
Electric). In 1966 it housed the electrical appliance 
and T. V. business of McKague Electric. Shaw's Fur
niture and Carpet was housed here from 1967 to 
1972, and Ackland's Auto Wholesale under manager 
Jim Gill followed. Delmar Neff's "Bumper to Bump
er" Auto Parts was the last business in the bUilding. 
At the present time the building serves as a furniture 
warehouse for Circle M Furniture. 

Russell's Electric Ltd. 
Lot 12, Block 4, Plan 5 

E. H. (Pat) Russell and sons, Gordon, Bill and 
Jack of Elva purchased Elliott's Electric January 15, 
1952. The business consisted of radio and appliance 
sales and service and electrical contracting. Televi
sion was added a few years later and the business 
became Ltd. in 1958. Jack moved to Dauphin in 1959 
to manage a branch business. 

The appliance and television business was sold to 
Winston McKague in 1966 when Russells moved to 
their new building on Ash Street. The contracting 
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business has been carried on to the present day, from 
that premises. 

The laundromat business purchased from C. P. 
Cook in 1966 was built into the new store. 

The contracting business has taken in an area east 
of Morden, north to Russell and as far we§t as 
Melville, Saskatchewan. Contracts have included el
evators, schools, senior citizens' homes, personal 
care homes, hospitals, M.T.S. microwave towers, 
and oil fields, as well as residential and business 
premises. 

Russell's Electric and Laundromat. 

Personnel who served apprenticeships under 
Russell's Electric and went on to get journeyman 
licenses were: Bob Gillander, Gordon Dayne, Jack 
Dobbyn, Ray Jebb, Winnie Holden, Marvin 
McDougall, Morley Mark, Brock Higginbotham, 
Kevin Thompson, David Walker, Rodney Bourassa 
and Alec Prosak. 

Gordon went to Roblin in 1967, moving into the 
hotel business. The Melita business continues to 
operate under the management of Pat and Bill. Long 
time staff members have been Bob Austin, Ken 
Rookes, George Woods and Darwin Slack. Still em
ployed are Dave Mark and Bob Thompson. 

*The original building was built in 1892 by Mr. 
Brundrit; it was a two storey building that housed 
McCormick Implements with a hall above, used for 
meetings and community entertainment. (Brundrit's 
Hall or Fraternity Hall will be mentioned many times 
in the history book). A contractor by the name of 
Blakeway owned the building from 1897 to 1902 
when he sold it to Johnston & Pope, contractors. 
George Pope owned the building from 1912 to 1921 
when Albert Bird, a builder, purchased it. Angus 
Fraser, a blacksmith, bought the building in 1941 and 
sold to Fred Jensen in 1945. Schawtz and Jorgenson 
purchased it in 1954, and they sold to Cliff Sparks 
who later sold the building to Russells in 1964. The 
building was tom down to make room for the modern 
40' x 70' cement block building erected in 1966. 
**See Pettipher under Melita Credit Union. 



Northern Elevator in foreground. 

Melita Co-Operative Elevator Association 
-No. 233 
submitted by Albert Vanbeselaere 

Where the present Manitoba Pool Elevator now 
stands, the original Lake of the Woods Milling Co. 
elevator was built back in 1892, with a capacity of 
28,000 bushels. Bins in this elevator were of flat 
bottom construction, which made for a great deal of 
shoveling. The elevator was powered by horses, 
which the agent had to look after. Wagons were 
dumped manually by chain hoist, to unload the 
grain. 

It may be of interest to know how they trained 
their horses. The horses got quite foxy in going 
around and around and would slow up and some
times stop, so the elevator man employed a boy (with 
a whip) to conceal himself. The elevator man being 
up in the elevator when the horses would slow up 
would give a yell, the boy would come out, give the 
horses a cut with the whip, and away the horses 
would go. They soon learned to keep going. 

The first agent at Melita for the Lake of the 
Woods was a gentleman by the name of Mr. Hays, 
followed by Mr. Pete Dunbar. In 1937, W. A. Dobbyn 
took the position as agent with the company for the 
next 23 years, up until March of 1960, at which time 
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the Lake of the Woods facilities were purchased by 
Manitoba Pool Elevators. W. A. (AI) Dobbyn then 
continued on as agent with Manitoba Pool until Au
gust of 1972, at which time he retired after 35 years in 
the grain buying business. 

In 1937, the elevator was modernized and a gas 
engine installed as a power supply. In 1940, two new 
annexes were built and electricity installed for power 
and lights. Capacity at this time is now 90,000 bush
els. In 1956, a new Lake of the Woods elevator was 
built along side the original elevator with a capacity 
of 45,000 bushels. This elevator is now part of the 
present day facilities, owned and operated by Man
itoba Pool Elevator. The above background history 
prior to Manitoba Pool Elevators forming an associa
tion at Melita was supplied by W. A. (AI) Dobbyn. 

Ogilvie's Elevator was built in 1891 with James A. 
McIntyre as manager, followed by Allan Thompson 
in 1893. In 1902 extensive improvements were made 
by the addition of a covered driveway and dumping 
pit. Use of the bags was no longer necessary. Man
ager Walter Donnelly left in 1907, and was followed 
by Mr. Kerr. In 1907 the elevator was extended high
er. Mr. Amos Crossland was manager from 1910-1918 
when S. Scott took over. The old building was tom 
down and the new building of 50,000 bushels capaci-



ty was opened June 1929, with manager A. D. 
McKellar in charge. 

In October of 1959, Manitoba Pool Elevators 
purchased the elevator facilities of Ogilvie Flour 
Mills Co. and the Lake of the Woods Milling Co. 
throughout Manitoba at a cost at $1,325,400. As a 
result of these purchases, and after much discussion 
with the farmers of the Melita area, the final decision 
was made in March of 1960 to establish the Melita 
Co-Operative Elevator Association No. 233 of Man
itoba Pool Elevators. 

The first committee for the new association was: 
President - Maxwell Ross; Vice-President - Royal 
Pue; Secretary - Larry M. White; Directors -
Andrew Cocquyt, M. 1. Vanbeselaere, Clifford Red
daway, Maurice Cocquyt and E. W. Stephenson as an 
alternate director and W. A. Dobbyn as manager. The 
first regular meeting was held on April 28, 1960 with 
director George Franklin, and District Superinten
dent Archie Gailbraith present. 

Over the years the elevator facilities at Melita 
have been updated and additions made. In the fall of 
1965, a fertilizer shed 42' x 72' was constructed to 
handle and store the increased volume of fertilizer 
being used by the area farmers. Later on in years, the 
existing fertilizer shed was modified to handle both 
bagged and bulk fertilizers. 

In 1972 a new house was purchased for the man
agers and their families to live in while agents at 
Melita. Also in the fall of 1972 the old Pool "B" or 
Ogilvie elevator, was dismantled, and in the spring of 
1973 the old Lake of the Woods elevator was also 
dismantled to make way for a new 27 bin, 90,000 
bushel annex next to the Pool "A" elevator at a cost of 
$110,000. Construction of this new annex was com
pleted in time to handle the 1973 crop. 

In June of 1969, the Melita association voted to 
discontinue the association and join the line elevator 
operations of Manitoba Pool Elevators. They formed 
the following local member committee: Chairman
Russell Dobbyn; Secretary Lee Adams; Directors 
- Cliff Snyder, Albert Vanbeselaere, Everett Bar
ker, Tonie Hemeryck and Cornie Klassen. The first 
councillors elected to the newly formed Sub-District 
#403 were Lee Adams, Cliff Snyder, and Everett 
Barker. 

The present local committee are: Chairman -
Ron Rutherford; Vice-Chairman - Cliff Snyder; 
Secretary - Wayne White; Directors Albert Van
beselaere, Larry Carr, Allan Clark, Larry Cocquyt 
and Donald Greig. 

In 1979 Manitoba Pool Elevators made some 
changes in its Sub. District boundaries, which in tum 
switched Melita from Sub-District #403 to Sub
District #402 along with Pierson, Napinka and 
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Lauder. Presently Albert Vanbeseleare of Melita and 
John Dickinson of Napinka are delegates represent
ing Sub-District #402. Melita Sub-Councillors at 
present are: Allan Clark, Wayne White, Don Greig 
and Larry Cocquyt. 

Elevator managers at Melita for Manitoba Pool 
over the years were: W. A. Dobbyn - 1959-1972; 
Vic Higgins-1972-1975; JockAmos-1975-1979; 
Fermin Desrochers - 1979-1980; Dennis Clarkson 
-1980. 

Total handle at Melita since 1959 including the 
1980-81 handle is 89,000,000 bushels. Patronage 
dividends allocated since 1959 are $244,358. They 
presently handle 48% of grain at Melita, the total 
capacity of elevator and annex is 145,000 bushels. 

Over the years the Melita local has supported 
both the Home Economics and Beef 4-H Clubs, and 
also made donations to many other functions over the 
years. 

Expected future improvements to the facilities at 
Melita include a 70 foot scale, drive shed, larger 
office space, re-siding and painting and installation 
of new Manitoba Pool signs. 

In closing, the manager and local committee of 
Manitoba Pool Elevators at Melita will strive to give 
its members and customers the best service possible 
in the future years ahead. 

Melita United Grain Growers - Local 162 
submitted by Loretta Breemersch 

The Northern Elevator was built in 1891 and oper
ated by steam power. C. P. Estlin was the grain buyer 
in 1900. An addition of a flat grain warehouse 25' x 
50' was built in 1903. In 1906 Cheyne and Hamilton 
sold to Melita Farmers Elevator Co. Melita Farmers 
Elevator Co. consisted of 1. A. Cheyne, A. G. 
Hamilton, John Williams, James McConnell, A. M. 
Campbell, Fred Merritt, T. T. Lennox, W. Belfrey, 
C. Dobbyn and C. Lawley. In 1912, A. G. Hamilton 
resigned and the position was filled by D. Gray_ The 
Grain Growers Association organized in 1903. 

The Melita Farmers Elevator Co. was sold to the 
United Grain Growers in 1914. Managers were: 
1914-1917 - Edward Deacon; 1917-1918 - T. A. 
Menary; 1918-1919 - George Woods; the elevator 
closed for a period 1923-1924 - N. A. Fitch; 
1924-1925 -T. Dennison; 1925-1927-R. G. Hen
derson; 1927-1934 George H. Rutherford; the 
elevator closed for a year due to crop failure from 
grasshoppers; 1935-1937 -W. T. Freeman P. Chris
tianson was a relief man for a few months while Mr. 
Freeman was ill. 

On January 29, 1937 the record books were 
burned. William Thomas Freeman was manager 
from October 1937 to April 1950. Subsequent man-



agers were: G. E. McLean from 1950 to 1953; Angus 
MacAuley from 1953 to 1969; 1. L. (Jim) Vassart 
from 1969 to 1979; K. A. (Kelly) Wells from 1979 to 
the present. 

On October 12, 1956 the official opening of the 
new elevator was held with Mr. Angus MacAuley as 
elevator manager. The new annex was built in 
1972-73. In 1979 the installation of the new 70 foot 
scales and leg, and the change of the driveway to 
enter the elevator from the west, was made. 

In the crop year 1977-1978 the million bushel 
mark was made with Mr. Jim Vassart as elevator 
manager. 

In November of 1979, Mr. Kelly Wells assumed 
the duties and is still manager at our point. 

Melita Roller Mill 
The establishment of the Melita Mill was voted 

on December 17, 1891, with fifty-six voting in favour 
and eighty-three against. 

The first annual meeting of the Melita Milling 
Co. was held at the office of 1.L. and 1. Campbell on 
January 26, 1892, with Joseph Campbell as secretary. 
Mr. R. McConnell resigned, and Mr. W. H. Stratton 
was elected in his stead. Mr. Trerice was president. 

The annual general meeting was held Tuesday, 
January 31, 1893 for the purpose of receiving the 
Director's report for the previous year. James Camp
bell remains as Secretary-Treasurer. 

Voting day on the mill was February 25, 1893. 
The Mill by-law carried with a large majority. Of the 
total vote of 237 votes, 177 votes were cast in favour 
of the by-law. 

... NOJICE.··· 
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The work of hauling stone for the foundation of 
the Grist Mill commenced March 29, 1893. The site 
selected was one hundred yards east of the Lake of 
The Woods elevator. Mr. Powell proposed setting up 
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an electric light plant, which he had in the east, and 
installing it in connection with the mill. It had a 
capacity of 1 ,000 candle power. The electric dynamo 
arrived in April. 

The mill proprietors being unable to obtain water 
at the mill site, decided to lay pipes from the springs 
north of the town to the mill and get a supply this way. 
It was time for citizens to get their heads together and 
contrive some means of getting a supply of water for 
fire protection in connection with the mill. 

The firm from which the mill machinery was 
purchased, had the misfortune to have their factory 
burn down in the summer, thus causing a delay. 
Millwrights started work setting up the machinery. 

The building was 36' x 48' in size and was four 
stories high. The engine house, also 36' x 48' was a 
solid structure to be lighted with electricity and fitted 
with all modern conveniences. 

Mill established 1893. 

At this time, September 1899, Mr. Bullock & Son 
were erecting a large elevator wheat drying platform 
in connection with the mill. The government drill 
operated by David Cosgrove was a boring machine 
drill for water near Melita and had reached a depth of 
100 feet at the mill and was still working in blue clay. 
At 40 feet, gravel was discovered and a small amount 
of water was encountered. The hole is to be put down 
to a depth of 400 to 500 feet, unless a good supply of 
water is reached on this side of that. 

April 25, 1900 The mill adopted a 24 hour 
system for a time at least. Mr. Powell engaged a night 
miller. T. Bulloch & Son built on an addition to the 
mill, as flour storage, (24 x 48 ft) to hold sixteen 
carloads of flour. 

The government well boring machine which op
erating at the Melita Mill, struck a flow of natural gas 
April 17, 1901, at a depth of 160 feet. At a depth of 
175 feet, the supply of gas appears stronger. It has 
sufficient force to throw a blaze a foot high out of a 
six inch pipe. Mr. Higgins of Melbrook, Ontario has 
been engaged by T. Bulloch & Son to work in the 



mill. Bulloch & Son remained as proprietors in 1901 
and 1902. 

May 1901 - The mill drill was down to 235 feet 
boring in hard shale, with no sign of water. Gas 
continues to hold out, and is used to light the boiler 
room. The well closed down in August for repairs. 
The mill had a most successful season, running con
tinuously night and day since last fall. A steam con
denser and large reservoir is being placed in the 
engine room. The object is to condense the exhaust 
steam and thus reduce the amount of water required 
for supplying the boilers. 

New machine shop at the mill opened August 22, 
1902 with a first class machinist in charge. 

January 29, 1903 - The mill, grain elevator and 
entire plant was sold to Lamont and McDonald. The 
demand for Melita flour is greater even than the 
supply and as a consequence, the mill is running day 
and night the year around. The new proprietors are 
well known here. Mr. T. R. Lamont has for a number 
of years occupied the position of head miller in the 
Melita Roller Mills and holds an enviable reputation 
as a first class miller. 

Mr. M. R. Mabee, formerly miller in Roller Mill 
late of Swan River, has returned and will take a 
position in the mill. 1. T. McCallum is now taking a 
position in the mill. 

January 21, 1904 - Placed on the mill was a five 
mile whistle to blow at seven o'clock, twelve noon, 
one and six o'clock. 

The Mill closed twice a year (spring and fall) for 
cleaning and repairs. 

June 2, 1904 - Engineer, Robert Mitchellieav
ing - now Mr. Jackson taking over. Owners are 
Lamont & McCallum 

July 28, 1904 - Purchased R. 1. Noble elevator 
at Oxbow where the agent worked, but flour made at 
Melita. 

December 4, 1904 - Millers come to get supply 
of Dow and Curry's Rolled Oats. 

In 1906, the machine shop was sold to Frank 
Pettipher. 

January 30, 1908 Our flour mill is not being 
used to advantage at this time. There is talk of selling 
shares to keep the mill running as funds are scarce all 
over the country. Mr. T. R. Lamont pushing the 
scheme of forming a joint stock company. Through 
January, the mill will run on Friday and Saturday 
until further notice. 

April 2, 1908 - The new managers, Lamont & 
Sons decided to run the mill with as little outside help 
as possible. Mill is now open daily. Retained same 
name "Melita Roller Mill." 

June 18, 1908 - Mr. Tripp boring another well at 
mill, the well depth of 510 feet water attained and a 
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test was made for quantity. Water had always been a 
big problem at the Mill and eventually a bargain was 
made with C.P.R. The management at the mill was to 
keep the C.P.R. water tower full, and in tum, they 
could obtain their water from this source. 

October 8, 1908 - The mill is again in operation 
after being overhauled by practiced millwright, Mr. 
G. Johnston of Owen Sound. Mill oprating eighteen 
hours a day, with orders of several cars of flour and 
feed. Two best grades of flour were Golden Crown 
and White Rose. 

1909 - Melita Flour Mill was run by family to 
economize; proprietor T. R. Lamont & Son. Closed 
down in August until new crops in. In 1910 the new 
miller was Herbert Saunder. T. R. Lamont & Son 
were the proprietors in 1910 and 1911. In July, the mill 
and elevator were closed until further notice. 

A committee of 1. T. Lennox, W. H. Bird, W. 
Griffith, E. T. Dobbyn and John Williams was to 
inspect property and ascertain value. Committee ap
pointed to canvas for stock. A joint Stock Company 
to be formed. Decided to capitalize at $20,000 with 
each putting up $50. 

1911 November 25 - Mill opened week days 
until further notice. 

1912 August 22 - Mill now closed almost a year. 
Mr. Lamont trying to organize a stock company. 

1913 - W. L. Puckering was appointed manager 
and at a previous board meeting James Duncan was 
made Provisional President and W. G. Graham, Sec
retary. 

October 30,1913 Directors were Wm. Heath, 
A. B. Jamieson, A. B. Estlin, W. 1. Cobb, W. 1. 
Bower, R. 1. McRae and R. M. Graham. Mr. Jamie
son retired and Frank Oliver was appointed; W. 1. 
Cobb elected President; A. B. Estlin Vice-President; 
A. B. Jamieson Secretary-Treasurer. They hope to 
open in November. 

On December 1, 1913 the Melita Flour Mill, 
being thoroughly overhauled, was started and has 
been running ever since. The property was recently 
taken over by a local stock company, the capital 
being subscribed by townspeople and farmers in the 
district. Ever since the mill shut down about two 
years ago, the want of a mill has been keenly felt, by 
every farmer in the district. Now that it is going 
again, it is to be hoped it may enjoy a liberal pa
tronage. The elevator also is in operation and the 
highest market price is being paid for all kinds of 
grain. Flour - Golden Crown and White Rose is 
Manitoba Special. 

October 8, 1914 Melita Mill was awarded a 
share of the contract for Manitoba. A war gift of flour 
to the Imperial Government in the neighborhood of 
1,000 barrels. The mill is running early and late -



three cars of flour have already been shipped (of the 
1,000 barrels). In November the Melita Flour Mill 
received a Manitoba Government cheque in the 
neighborhood of $6,000 for recent supply of flour. 

December 13, 1917 The mill has agreed to 
supply electrical energy for commercial lighting 
free, until the end of the year. 

1922 Partnership by undersigned dissolved 
April 17th. Since that day the business has been 
carried on by 1. C. Cragg. 

May 11, 1922 - The Melita Milling Co. sold a 
carload of flour in Winnipeg. 

November 23, 1922 Melita Milling Co. have 
given notice to council that present lighting system 
will terminate. 

January 11, 1923 - Tenders to buy debts $2,500. 
September, 1923 Handles coal. The present 

owner (April, 1925) is S. R. Voas and workmen are 
now engaged in tearing down the mill. Small mills 
throughout the country are being forced to close 
down. Our mill has been closed as far as flour man
ufacturing, for a few years. The warehouse, elevator 
and engine room will be left on site and property. Mr. 
Voas is making alterations in order that chopping and 
electric light service may be carried on. The portion 
of the mill that was sold had been purchased by 
Mennonites around Plum Coulee. They dismantled 
the building here and re-constructed it as a mill in one 
of their colonies. 

December 22, 1927 - New Power Unit arrives. 
The main power unit will be put in place of the old 
engine which has occupied engine room since 1893 
to drive Melita Mill. Arrangements for a 24 hour 
power service are being made by light committee of 
town council. 

A list of the mill proprietor's names are as noted: 
1893 Mr. Peter Powell, 1901, 1902 - Bulloch 

& Sons, 1903 Lamont & McDonald, 1904 T. 
R. Lamont, 1. T. McCallum, 1908-1912-Lamont& 
Sons, 1916-1919 - A. D. Thompson & Mr. Heath, 
1920-1922 - J. C. Cragg, Mr. Adamson, 1926 
Mr. Sam Voas. 

Some Managers were: 1913 - W. L. Puckering, 
1917 H. P. Squires, 1921- 1. C. Cragg. 

With the arrival of Hydro power about 1930, the 
electrical service of the mill engine rooms was no 
longer needed, and the entire mill was gradually 
phased out. Mr. Voas moved on to the general store 
business in Elva. 

Festival Supply Co. 
In 1955, Saskatchewan celebrated their 50th An

niversary. Communities planning celebrations, 
found difficulty in obtaining decorations for streets, 
materials to decorate floats, and even flags of one 
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size as supplied to schools, etc. Some enquiries were 
made of Mr. A. M. Thompson for such things. He 
had no more idea than they, as to where to get suitable 
materials. 

In May, of that spring, Mr. Thompson happened 
to meet a salesman of flags, bunting, pennant lines, 
plans and ideas for floats in parades, and some mate
rials to cover them. From him, Mr. Thompson ob
tained names and addresses of several companies in 
Chicago, Tampa, New Jersey and of one manufac
turer in Minneapolis. He managed to meet with Mr. 
Vaughn, of Vaughn's Incorporated in Minneapolis. 
From Vaughn's and others, Mr. Thompson began to 
import these materials. In 1956, he began a continu
ous advertising in the classified sections of weeklies. 
He offered a "FREE BOOKLET" on how to build 
and decorate floats". He got some replies and that 
season sold a few items. The next year he changed 
the advertising offer to read "Send 50¢ for booklet 
on float building, street decorations, etc." With this 
change, he sold four times as many booklets as he 
had given away. 

From 1965 to 1970, Thompsons increased the 
contents of their "Parade Float Book" and began to 
add color. In 1967, Canada's 100th birthday, they 
produced this catalogue, offering a float builder's 
service kit, which included plans for frame con
struction, suggested covering in choice of color com
binations and fast delivery. They offered papier 
mache items, etc., as well as backgrounds con
structed, as the customer desired. They even had this 
publication translated into French and sent several 
hundred copies to French speaking towns and cities. 
This was a total failure. They got very few orders 
from Quebec and most of those were in English. 

By 1969, they had established themselves as re
liable shippers of rush orders to points from 
Nanaimo, B.C. to Yarmouth, N.S. and Newfound
land. 

In January 1970, this business was sold to Mrs. 
Joan Moore, who had worked for Thompsons since 
the fall of 1965. Mrs. Moore continued to run the 
business out of the premises on Front Street in Melita 
until the fall of 1974, when the business was relo
cated to her home, 17 miles directly south of Melita. 
She built a building 14' x 20' to house the business. 
In 1981 she built a new building, twice the size of the 
original, and is now working out of this building, but 
still has her original Melita mailing address. 

Over the years, the business has grown and 
changed. Originally most of the materials used for 
floats were made of tissue. Today, the large majority 
of the material is of vinyl. She now makes signs and 
banners, that are used for many other reasons than 
just parades. She has added some items and deleted 



others. It was the first business of this kind to be 
located in Canada and, until recently has been the 
only one. 

Blossom Boutique 
N Lot 17 and SLot 18, Block 3, Plan 5 

Blossom Boutique was opened on June 1, 1978 
and was located on Byers Street just west of the water 
tower. Proprietors were Gladys Adams and Judy 
Nestibo, both of Melita. 

July 1, 1979 saw a move to Main Street in the 
south end of the Marshall Wells Hardware building. 
In September the business was purchased by Judy 
Nestibo. Quarters soon proved to be too small once 
again, as the business seemed to be growing. On July 
1, 1981 another move was made to the location right 
next door where the Marshall Wells store was pre
viously located. 

*The Union Bank was here from 1899 to 1905 
followed by Dr. Byers and Creighton. A gents' fur
nishing store ofR. 1. McRae operated here from 1912 
to 1914 with Jack Lewis as manager. The Bon Marche 
Gents Furnishings of R. 1. McRae sold out in 1918 
and this was the Confection and Ice Cream Parlor of 
W. 1. Blundell. This sold to E. A. Shave in 1919 and 
became The Black Cat Cafe of Watts and Rae in 
1920, Watts in 1921, and Watts and Cull in 1922. The 
Cobb Block was used as the armory for the Border 
Horse Squadron B from 1925 to 1929. (See Border 
Horse in military segment of book). In 1930 to 1933 
E. H. (Pat) Russell operated the Style Shop, and from 
1939 to 1940 Barrister E. G. Heatherington had an 
office here and opened for business on Tuesday and 
Wednesday. This became the Fraser McJannet Hard
ware in 1945 and sold to Bob George in 1947 and to 
Hicks and Sage in 1949. Dunlop's Hardware (Bob) 
was here from 1959 to 1973, (including lot 18) and 
Axford's Hardware from 1973 to 1980. In 1981 the 
Blossom Boutique moved here from one door south. 

Nurseries 
In the 1900's the Pelham Nursery Co. Ltd. was 

operat~d by W. 1. K~hoe; Souris River Nurseries by 
A. WIlson and Spnng Park Nursery in 1905 was 
operated by R. R. Armstrong. Greenhouse Oak 
Street (Herman Wickstrom home today) sold vegeta
ble and bedding plants from 1908-1932 under pro
prietor H. E. Cotton. His garden was known as 
"Cotton Gardens" and is our Cotton Crescent De
velopment today. Mr. F. M. Blundell also sold house 
plants and garden plants in 1917. 

Anglo Canadian Oils Ltd. 
This branch at Melita started on two acres of land 
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purchased from Percy Brockinton on the south side 
of the River Park entrance, near No. 83 Highway. 

The bulk fuel outlet, with a warehouse and bulk 
storage at Pierson, started in the fall of 1952 with 
contractor E. A. Barager & Son. The company repre
sentative was E. C. Garrie. 

The company changed to Royalite Oil in January 
1965 and then Gulf Oil in 1969. The warehouse was 
partially destroyed by fire in 1965 but was rebuilt. 

Managers who have operated the business are: 
Bob Manning, Les Cummins, Jack Freeman, Bob 
Peele, Leo Reding, Keith Vrooman as agent under 
the name of Gulf Canada and since 1981 Bob Froese 
and Jim Pringle under the name of B & J Gulf Sales 
and Service Ltd. 

British American Oil 
The first company established in Melita was 

about 1920 when the name was The Winnipeg Oil 
Co. Mr. Walter Waite was the first manager and 
shortly thereafter the name was changed to British 
American Oil Co. 

A 1916 truck with no doors was the first unit for 
transportation. Oil was transported in wooden bar
rels. 

Bill started working with his dad in 1922 and with 
his father's untimely death in 1926, Bill took over the 
management. 

In 1938 Melita was selected for the establishment 
of a main distribution centre, the change to the local 
plant was extensive. Ten large tanks, a larger ware
house, company garage and office were added. 
Towns within a large radius of Melita could be 
served. Bill Cobb, who had been the agent for sev
eral years from his garage, was in charge as agent. 

For a number of years a branch manager worked 
for the company on commission. When he took over 
on his own he became an agent. 

~ Denny Green worked as a driver for Mr. Cobb in 
1945 and took over as branch manager when Mr. 
Cobb retired. He was followed by S. W. Sharpe 
about 1955 and he in tum by Tom Herrington. Emslie 
Kennedy was a manager in 1959 and Bill Waite and 
Kennedy formed a short term partnership about 1961. 

Mr. Waite carried on as agent until the climbing 
became too strenuous, and in 1967 Hugh McCallum 
took over for a few months. The company was then 
purchased by Gulf and the station dismantled. ' 

Bill Waite had worked with British American Oil 
for 45 years. 

D. & H. Farm Sales 
I. A. Ross opened the Shell Canada Agency on 

Front St. on June 23, 1962. He operated Shell for 
fourteen years. Employed during these years were: 



Murray Coleman, Bryon Hicks, Marvin Annstrong, 
Bob Armstrong, Dale Dobbyn, Barry Bloomer, Ron 
Reddaway and Larry Currie. 

On January 14, 1976, Dale Dobbyn and Bryon 
Hicks purchased the Shell Agency from LA. Ross. 
The name was changed to D. & H. Farm Sales. Those 
who worked for D. & H. Farm Sales were Larry 
Currie and Gordon McNish. 

Imperial Oil - Esso 
Mr. Bill Waite tells us that Imperial Oil estab

lished a business in Melita in the early 1920's. First 
managers were: W. G. Kenner, T. Willis, Charles 
Brown and Jim Stewart. A. J. Kennedy took over 
about 1938 at which time Pop Quane worked for him 
as a driver. Pop took over as manager in 1947 and the 
name was changed to Esso in 1957. 

Don McDermit became manager with Pop's re
tirement in 1967 and a partnership of McDermit and 
Wray formed about 1977. Earl Line has managed this 
business since 1979. 

*** C. P. Holden - Furniture & Funeral 
Business 
Lots 23 & 24, Block 3 Plan 5 

Charles Parker Holden came to the west from 
Ontario in the 1880's and homesteaded north of Delo
raine, where he spent a few years farming. 

In 1891 he set his course westward and came to 

C. P. Holden Furniture and Funeral Home. 
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Melita to engage in business. As the railroad was not 
yet constructed to this community, Mr. Holden had to 
transport his first load of furniture by horse from the 
nearest railway which could have been Deloraine. 
His furniture store located on Lots 23 and 24, Block 3 
on the northwest comer of Main Street added another 
merchantile establishment to a town that was soon to 
enjoy a substantial boom. As Mr. Holden had been 
trained in cabinet making it seemed to be natural to 
be in furniture retailing. 

In the first records of advertising, Volume One, 
Number One Western Progress, weekly paper of 
Melita dated January 11, 1899 it is noted that his 
advertising stated bargains in furniture also that pic
ture framing and undertaking was a specialty. Then 
in later issues it stated that the undertaking supplied a 
hearse. It is recalled that Mr. Holden had his own 
black team with fancy harness and nettings over the 
horses with glass panelled hearse on wheels, which 
could be changed to specially built sleighs for winter 
use. This newest hearse was built by a carriage maker 
in Napinka some time before 1910. It is not certain 
when the first motor hearse was used but an ad in the 
New Era dated 1931 states there is a motor hearse. 

As for furniture, the Enterprise weekly paper, 
October 1904 carries an ad for Newcombe pianos, no 
price quoted, but a new shipment of iron beds are 
quoted from $4 up. It may also be of note that in these 
early years there was competition in Melita by an-



other outlet for pianos and piano tuning. As near as 
Pierson a firm had furniture, hardware and lumber as 
competition. 

The depression years in the 1930's were difficult 
and furniture sales suffered greatly and recovery was 
slow. However at the time of Mr. Holden's death in 
1939 he was considered the Dean of Local Business
men. 

Last days of C. P. Holden Block. 

***Eyers Ltd. 
submitted by Mickey Eyers 
Lots 23 & 24 Block 3 Plan 5 

In August of 1939, William Eyers, a Funeral 
Director from Gainsborough, Saskatchewan, pur
chased the stock of the late C. P. Holden's store from 
Mr. Holden's son, Gerald. William Eyer's son, Max
well R. Eyers, moved to Melita to manage the busi
ness and he rented the I. O. O. F. building on the east 
side of Main Street, calling the business Melita Fur
niture. The new retail outlet carried furniture, dishes 
and floor covering. The funeral business was accom-

Opening ceremonies of Eyers Furniture. L.-R.: Gordon Job
bins, Joan and Beverley Eyers, Mrs. William Eyers, William 
Eyers, Mayor H. L. Morrow, William Freeman, son Robert E. 
Eyers held by Maxwell Eyers, Hon. J. A. Ross M.P., Jen 
Freeman, Kathleen Eyers, Mrs. Gordon Jobbins, Jack Free
man. 
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modated in the rear part of the building. Mr. William 
Eyers assisted with all funeral services until 1945 , 
when Maxwell Eyers obtained his licence for Sas
katchewan and Manitoba. 

In August of 1940, Maxwell (Mickey) Eyers 
added the Robert Simpson Agency which enabled 
him to show more furniture. 

In 1941 the original C. P. Holden building was 
purchased and used for a warehouse with the north 
half of the second floor used for a furniture show
room until 1953 when the building was torn down 
and a new modern, cement block building was erec
ted. The building consisted of a showroom, office, 
warehouse and funeral parlor. This new facility as
sisted in the growth of the business and by 1959 on 
being advised to incorporate, the name was changed 
to Eyers Ltd. 

The Pierson Funeral business was purchased in 
1961 from the late 1. R. Pitt of Pierson and carried on 
from the Melita premises. 

As business increased, a new quonset building 
40' x 80', was erected in 1965 on the west side of 
town and served as a furniture showroom. 

In 1975, for health reasons, Kathleen and Mickey 
Eyers liquidated their furniture stock and continued 
only in the funeral business. 

The store building and furniture mart were rented 
in January of 1976 to Darwin Slack and Gerry 
Prawdzik to contain a similar furniture business. 
Gerry left the business in the fall of 1980 and Darwin 
continues, under the name of Circle M Furniture. 
Darwin also works with Television. 

Bumper to Bumper 
Lot 19, Block 7 Plan 5 

Mr. 1. Jobbins purchased the E. R. Atkinson 
house on this property in 1903 and opened a boarding 
house. He built bake ovens behind the house the 
same year. These ovens supplied bread for the town 
and area for many years. The business moved down 
to block three in 1906. 



In 1949 Mr. A. A. Rourke and Ramsay who were 
butchers on Main Street, built a modem locker plant 
The Quick Freeze between the Yuill Law Office and 
the Legion Hall. This building was 32' x 60' with 
500 lockers, and a very important addition to the 
area. This business sold to Norman Walker in 1954 
and was run very successfully by the Walker family 
until 1973 , when it sold to Burt Hicks. This grocery 
and meat business closed in 1977. 

Delmar Neff moved the "Bumper to Bumper" 
car parts business here in 1980 and continues to 
operate at this site. 

Gordon's Tire Shop 
submitted by Gordon Charles 

This building was constructed from an old build
ing, in 1954, by Ted E. Wilson for the purpose of 
selling Cockshutt machinery. He sold the business 
and building to Charlie Strong in July 1955. Andy 
Johnson purchased the building in 1966, and Andy's 
Tire Shop became Gordon's Tire Shop in 1973, when 
Gordon Charles took over. He built an addition to the 
main structure and put in two Rimer doors. In 1978 
the business sold to Dean Charles and now operates 
as Gordon's Tire Shop (1978) Ltd. 

***Hodgins Garage 
The original building on this comer lot on Ash 

and Front Street was built in 1904 by Bert and Wes 
Crane as a McCormick Implement shed. This be
came Crane and Kenner in 1906 and continued to sell 
implements and harness, with the addition of Dodge 
cars in 1913 and John Deere about 1917. 

This business sold in 1944 to George Downey and 
John McKinney. The building was moved and dis
mantled (see John Deere) and the Dodge business 
became Hodgins Motors with the erection of a new 
building in 1945. 

The business sold to John Bell in 1952 and was 
known as Bell's Esso Service until 1964, when it 
became Melita Motors with proprietors Mel Davis 
and Bud Anderson selling Ford. This business 
moved east to the premises of Melita Motors today 
and Neff's Garage was in business here from 1961 to 
1971. Since this time the building has been vacant. 
Owners of this property since 1971 have been Art 
Penno followed by Jess Tilbury. 

* * * Lamonts Garage - Cobb Motors 
Lot 9-10 Block 2 Plan 5 

James Duncan settled in Melita about 1888 and 
established his blacksmith business on the comer of 
Front and Maple Street. In 1899 he commenced to 
add implements and was appointed local agent for 
Frost & Wood. In 1892 he formed a partnership with 
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A. E. Cameron. Mr. Duncan ran the blacksmith 
shop, warehouse and office while Mr. Cameron took 
active charge of the selling campaign and travelled 
extensively in this capacity. The company sold Deer
ing Implements, American Abel and Cockshutt. 

George Lea, a carriage maker, was a tenant 'in 
part of the Duncan building from 1899 to 1904 at 
which time he sold to D. Lamont and the business 
was moved two doors west. 

In 1916 the business of Cameron & Duncan sold 
to Jack Russell and he continued in Cockshutt Imple
ments. In 1918 Dave Lamont purchased the building 
and Lamonts Garage was established. Willys Over
land Cars were sold in 1919 and Ford cars by 1921. 

Lamont's Garage. 

The Lamont business was managed by M. A. 
Snedden from 1927 into the 1930's at which time D. 
Lamont took over again. In 1937 Lamonts Garage 
received the franchise for G.M. and became the 
Chevrolet outlet. This well established business sold 
to Jack and Ken Cobb in 1945 and became known as 
Cobb Motors. Ken took over the business in 1958 
following the death of his brother Jack and carried on 
to 1979. The business less the franchise for G .M. was 
sold to Long, Barker, and Robson at this time. In the 
fall of 1981 it became Anderson Motors. 

Some of the long time employees of Cobb Motors 
were Al Anderson, Doug Minnis, Ed Sitko, Dick 
Williams, Alvin Coates and Phil Klein. 

Melita Auto Body 
submitted by Roberta Walker 

The first workman in the Cobb Auto Body Shop, 
was a man named Jack Feist who came around 1954. 
The fall of 1956, Doug Walker was hired by Mr. 
Feist. Doug worked for Jack until Mr. Feist left town. 
Doug took over the shop in 1965, and worked for 
Cobb Motors until 1978, when he started his own 
body shop. Some of the different men that worked for 
Doug at Cobb Motors were Albert Slack, Don Wiz-



nuk, Bob Wickstrom, Russ Crepeele, Bob 
Armstrong and Doug's son Darrell. 

Doug started his own business in the old John 
Deere shop of Frank Warsaba's. He and son Darrell 
have been very busy in the last few years. David 
Armstrong is working part-time. 

*The original building of1899, was a livery barn 
operated by William Tole. This was sold in 1903 to 
Crane & Son, and two years later, to Oxley and Karr, 
and back to Mr. Tole in 1913. According to Bill 
Waite, this was the "Waite Stable", where B. A. Oil 
was sold, and later the Metcalfe Cobb barn with W. 1. 
Cobb as B. A. agent. He moved further west on Front 
Street in 1938. This building was known as the Ken
ner Ice House for many years. John Deere, under 
Downey and McKinney, purchased this property in 
1945, and built the John Deere Shop. This was sold to 
Frank Warsaba in 1959, and has been leased to Doug 
Walker since 1979. 

Melita Motors 
submitted by Robert Nield 

The present building was built in 1945-46, and 
was operated by Don Cameron and Ted Wilson. This 
Ford and Cockshut business was purchased in 1950 
by Ted Wilson. The Ford business and building was 
sold in March 1954, to the Nield Bros. It was then 
sold to Bud Anderson and Mel Davis in March 1969, 
when it became Melita Motors. Bud Anderson left 
and R. C. (Rob.) Nield became a partner with Mel 
Davis in June of 1977. 

*In 1904, Melita Pump Works - Moorby & 
Badgley, was situated on this lot. This was a two 
storey building used for planing and matching wood, 
pumps and cisterns. In 1905, the business combined 
and became Gaudin DeWitt and Co. Lumber, and 
worked out of Melita Manufacturing Co. premises. 
Balfaur Implement Co. purchased the building in 
1905, with agentD. D. Thompson, followed in 1906, 
by agent W. B. Bolton, and in 1908, by Harvey 
Brown and Roy Campbell. In 1913, N. A. Brown 
operated the East End Machine Shop & Garage, 
followed in 1915, by W. Hutchins. It was sold in 1920 
to W. 1. Edwards. The building was destroyed by fire 
in 1926, and the business was moved to the Front St. 
Garage. 

* * *Murray's Garage 
submitted by Bernie Murray 
Lots 6 and 7, Block 4, Plan 5 

A. B. Murray and Sons of Lyleton purchased the 
garage on Front Street in March ofl932. R. C. (Bob) 
Murray operated the garage selling Ford cars, trucks 
and tractors, Graeme Haeme deep tillage chisel 
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Murray's Garage 1932. 

ploughs, Imperial Gas and Oil as well as Goodyear 
tires until 1954. 

In 1955 A. B. (Bernie) Murray, eldest son of R. 
C. Murray, purchased the garage and in the following 
years sold International trucks, Massey-Ferguson 
farm machinery, Volkswagon and Chrysler cars and 
trucks. Bernie operated this building until 1967 when 
he leased to Norman McIvor who sold International 
trucks and New Holland farm machinery. McIvor 
was in business until about 1973 when he moved 
from Melita. The building has been used for storage 
since that time. 

*This building was built and operated by R. N. 
Wyatt in 1914. Mr. Wyatt sold Ford Motor cars until 
1918 when he retired to Winnipeg. The Front St. 
garage was then run by F. W. Singleton when the 
Chevrolet sub dealer sold to 1. B. Stewart in 1920. W. 
1. Edwards was manager from 1927 to 1929 and the 
Melita Service Station of 1. R. Stewart and C. A. 
Henderson sold to R. C. Murray and Sons in 1932. 

Murray's Garage - remodeled. 

The Nifty Nook 
The Nifty Nook, a giftware and jewellery store, 

was opened by Joan Vanbeselaere and Shirley Hicks 
in May of 1980. It is located in a portion of the 
Macleods building, and is presently operated by 
Shirley. 



Simpson Sears and Irene's Gift Shop 
Lot 28 Block 4 Plan 5 

The Simpson Sears Catalogue Sales Office was 
first opened in Melita in May 1971, under the man
agement of Mr. and Mrs. Neil McKenzie, who were 
at that time operating Robinson's Store at 148 Main, 
on the corner of Front and Main Street. Mr. R. F. 
,Dick) Shaw purchased the building in January 1972, 
operating Shaw's Carpet and Furniture and continued 
with the Sears business until June of the same year. 

Irene's Gift Shop with proprietor Irene Hall, 
opened in August 1971, in the north side of the same 
building. The gift shop merchandized in gifts, greet
ing cards, books, and hobbycraft items. Irene took 
over the management of the Simpson-Sears Cata
logue Sales Office from Dick and continued at 148 
Main until the summer of 1973. The business then 
moved across the street to 127 Main, and operated 
here for some three years. 

In May 1976, Sears and Irene's Gift Shop moved 
once again to 129 Main, where it continues to operate 
at the time of writing. 

Lefty's Grill. 

Some former businesses operating from this 
building were: Lefty's Grill with proprietors Mr. and 
Mrs. 0. N. Wyatt, who operated a successful cafe 
from 1947-1967, at which time they moved to the 
Metropolitan Hotel; Shaw's Carpet and Furniture 
with proprietor R. F. Shaw from 1964 to 1967; and 
Darwin's Electric with proprietor Darwin Slack from 
1967 to 1976. 

*Mr. John Hughes, a tailor worked from this shop 
from 1892 to 1897 at which time jeweller, A. M. 
Wright moved in. G. L. Dodds, merchant, was the 
owner. Mr. G. W. Archibald was also an owner. 
Robert Love owned the building from 1910 to 1924. 
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James Reid, a tinsmith took over in 1926 and re
mained until 1941. 

Carels' Red & White Store 
Carels' Red & White Store has been operated by 

the Carels family since May 1947. 

Maycock Store. 

In 1904 Herbert Edwin Maycock built the first 
store on the site described as lot 20, block 3. In 1912 
the store was purchased by Russell F. Modeland and 
he in turn sold it to Thomas McJannet in October 
1916. Mr. MeJannet carried on business in this store 
until it was destroyed by fire in April 1928. Building 
operations on the new store were commenced in the 
early summer of the same year. After Thomas McJan
net's death in 1939 the store was operated by Mrs. 
Clara Melannet and her son Robert Melannet. 

Care Is' Red & White. 

Charlie and Julia Carels saw many changes dur
ing their twenty-six years of mercantile business in 
the Red and White Store. Ration books for sugar, jam 
and soaps etc. were used in the 1940's. In 1956 the 
store was completely remodelled, eliminating the 
dry goods sections and bringing an end to the bulk 
sales of sugar, dried fruits, spices and cookies. 

In 1958 Ken came back to Melita to manage the 
store for his father. He operated the store from 1973 
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Geo. Hillier owned the land on which the Red & White Store is built. 

to 1978, when in that year Ken and Ellen purchased 
the Red and White Store. 

At the time of writing one of the biggest changes 
in the grocery trade is the conversion to the metric 
system of weights. 

Cornish's Lucky Dollar 
Centre of Lots 1, 2, 3, 4 Block 4 Plan 5 

Hamelin's Department Store moved from this 
area to the Sturgeon Block in 1899. This property 
was sold to T. B. Brooks about 1907, when he pur
chased the Bell and Cosgrove Hall from the top of the 
street (where the I.0.0.F. Hall is today) and moved it 
to this location. This general store was operated until 
1918 by T. B. Brooks. His son, T. C. Brooks, opened 
a tire vulcanizing shop at the back in 1918, and 
Goudie Shoe Repair was at the front on the south 
side. In the north side the Veterans Bakery opened in 
1920. The owners were: W. 1. Kitching, H. Bicknell, 
Bentley and Lee, and in 1923, Mr. W. H. Bentley 
owned this business and opened an ice cream parlor 
in the south part. In 1925, the bakery owned by H. 
Turner sold to Boyd and King, and in 1929, Mr. Boyd 

Cornishs Grocery 1930·1955. 
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sold to A. E. Brad, who in 1930 sold to C. E. 
Cornish. 

Mary Dunbar had a Ladies Style Shop in the 
south side of the building from 1939 to 1947, when 
she moved up next to the Red & White store. Mr. 
Cornish operated a grocery store until the mid 
1950's, when Keith Ballance took over as manager 
and he purchased it about 1958. He sold to Bill 
Leverington in May of 1964. In November of 1976, 
Terry and Louise Carels purchased this business and 
continue the grocery business at this time. 

A meat department was established in this groc
ery store when Keith Ballance was the owner and has 
carried on through to the present time. Since Louise 
and Terry have owned this business they have had 
help in the meat department from Bill Leverington, 
Bill Gerlock, Fred Wright and as of 1980 Dan Toth. 

There have been many employees come and go 
- it is impossible to name them all. Thanks to Keith 
Ballance for his assistance in regards to information 
from Mr. Cornish's era. 



Jobbins Store 
submitted by D. G. Jobbins 
Lot 15 Block 3 Plan 5 

The site of the present bake shop was occupied by 
a boarding house and restaurant in 1899, conducted 
by 1. S. lobbins. Bake ovens in the back of the 
building supplied bread for the community. 

1. S. lobbins then bought a house on the lot south 
of the present Legion Hall and converted it into a 
boarding house. Mr. Gordon Cheyne took over the 
building with the old bake ovens, and ran a grocery 
store. 

In 1903, 1. S. lobbins built a new bake shop 
behind his boarding house and started shipping to 
nearby towns. 

In 1906, Gordon Cheyne closed his business and 
1. S. lobbins rented the building and started his own 
grocery and confectionery store. He started this busi
ness with only a bag of flour, a bundle of bananas, 
and pastries, etc. from his bake shop. 

In 1915, N. P. Jobbins bought the grocery busi
ness from his father, 1. S. Jobbins, and in 1923, W. 
Gordon Jobbins bought the business from his brother, 
N. P. Jobbins. In 1933, the building was bought from 
Mrs. Cheyne. 

In 1939, W. Gordon Jobbins moved from the 
present bakery site into the present Solo Store build
ing, which was at that time amen's clothing store 
owned by W. 1. Bower. 

In 1957, a 14 foot extension was built onto the 
back of the bUilding. 

In 1962 W. Gordon lobbins died, and his wife, 
Maude C. lobbins continued with the business until 
1964, at which time her son, Douglas G. Jobbins, 
took over the business. 

A further addition was built onto the back of the 
store in 1966 extending the building to the lane. 

The store was sold in 1977 to its present owner, 
Gerry Rennie. 

*In 1892 Peterson and Rookes were bakers here. 
It was taken over by Canadian Mutual Loan Co. in 
1897. Maycock, another baker, was a tenant from 
1897 to 1901 or possibly longer. Blackwell purchased 
the building in 1904 and a butcher, T. R. Robson was 
a tenant. In 1911, another butcher, R. A. Robinson 
was a tenant. In 1914 W. 1. Bower had a fruit and 
grocery store which he cleared out in 1920 and 
started a men's and boys' clothing store. This store 
operated under the same management to 1937. The 
building was purchased by Gordon Jobbins in 1939. 
**Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce and Corner Store. 

Delmar's Pro Hardware Ltd. 
Lot 11, Block 4, Plan 5 

Delmar's Pro Hardware at 122 Ash Street became 
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known under this name and ownership in 1977. Prior 
to this, the business operated under the name of 
Griffith Brothers Equipment Ltd. Frank Griffith 
came to Melita from Waskada and opened up the 
farm machinery and Case dealership across the lane 
from the present building in the 1950's. He later sold 
that business to Bill Lawrence, and with his brother 
Clayton, who also came from Waskada, built the first 
part of the present building and business on the site in 
1967. 

Delmar Loucks, son of the late Percy and Vina 
Loucks, had previously worked for Norman Stewart 
in the Beaver Lumber Hardware on Main Street. The 
hardware was sold to Walter Woods Ltd., Winnipeg 
in 1957 at which time Delmar was appointed manager 
and Norman was transferred with the Beaver Lumber 
chain. Delmar managed this business for Walter 
Woods until Christmas Day 1969 at which time the 
store, building and contents were completely de
stroyed by fire as well as the adjoining cafe. Follow
ing the fire, Walter Woods Ltd. did not see the need 
to re-build so consequently the lot was sold, and is 
the present site of the Robinson Store on Main Street. 

In January, 1970, Clayton and Frank Griffith of
fered Delmar the chance to join as a third partner in 
their farm equipment business. He accepted the offer 
and added hardware and sporting goods to the exist
ing business. A 40' addition was added to the build
ing during 1973. 

In 1974, Frank decided to sell his share of the 
business to Delmar and Clayton. They carried on 
until 1977 when Clayton sought early retirement and 
sold his share to Delmar and Jean. At this time, the 
new owners decided to change the business to Del
mar's Pro Hardware Ltd., and the business flourishes 
with five employees plus the owners. 

*The livery stable on the west end of Lot 11-4-5 
behind Delmar's Pro Hardware was built about 1900 
by W. H. Ainley, a stock dealer. Mathew Coates was 
the owner in 1914 and it seems Bill Griffith, a horse 
dealer, was the next owner from 1929 to 1945. Fred 
Jenson purchased it and lived in the second storey 
using the main building as storage area until around 
1959 when the building was removed. 

**Blossom Boutique, Corner Store, Robinson Store. 

Macleods Store 
Lot 3 and 4 Block 8 Plan 5 

Macleods was first opened in the Oddfellows 
building on Sept. 4, 1954 by George Bureyko. The 
first sod turned for the new Macleods building ten 
years later on Sept. 4, 1964. It was built by Yaegar 
Builders of Winnipeg. The grand opening was on 
Dec. 4, 1964. 

George Bureyko then sold to Rick and Betty 



First McLeods Store. 

Keller in August, 1970. In 1978, 15 feet was parti
tioned off for a new business - "Hair We Are" -
hairdressing shop. In 1980, another 17 feet was used 
to creat "The Nifty Nook" Card & Gift Shop. 

In February 1981, new owners once again took 
over: Mel and Elva Groening. 

Previous to this building, the south part of the lot 
contained a structure that in 1904 was a laundry. 
There were several managers during the years: Sing 
Kee, 1908 - Lee Yow and T. Watson, 1912-1927 
Lee Whi, 1938 - Hei Lee, to list a few. This building 
was used as a residence in later years. 

The north side of the lot was where the Melita 
Opera House stood from 1913 to 1917. This lot was 
then vacant until after World War 2, when Bill Filby 
and Jack Sinclair built a Plumbing & Heating Shop. 
Jack Sinclair and Scotty Bennett operated it in 1954. 
This business was sold to Bob Cornell of Brandon 
May 1957. He operated a plumbing business here 
until 1964. The building was moved to the back of the 
lot to make way for the new Macleods store in 1964. 

H & R Block 
submitted by Helen Harmon 

In November 1971, Helen A. Harmon of Melita, 
Manitoba signed a Satellite Franchise Contract with 
H & R Block bringing North America's largest tax 
service to Melita, Manitoba. 

The tax office was set up in the offices of Cobb 
Motors Ltd., G .M. Dealership, on Front Street, 
Melita and operated from this location until Decem
ber 1979. In 1979, the property formerly owned and 
operated by the Melita Beauty Salon and subse
quently sold to the Honorable James Downey was 
purchased by Helen Harmon and the tax office was 
relocated to this location at 127 Souris St. in time for 
the 1980 tax season. The former beauty salon area 
was completely renovated and furnished for the in-
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come tax office with the remainder of the premises 
being rented out as living quarters. An official open
ing was held on January 25,1981 with the Honorable 
James Downey cutting the ribbon and greetings were 
brought by the Mayor of Melita, Gerald Morrow, on 
behalf of the Town. 

The business was operated solely by the owner 
until 1975 when the first employee was hired and now 
operates with two full-time employees for the months 
of February through April and is open two days a 
week during the off season, May through December. 

The Melita Beauty Salon, including living quar
ters, was built in 1959 by Pete Fournie Construction 
for Mrs. Mary Dundas who resided in the building 
with her family and operated the Melita Beauty Sa
lon. Mrs. Dundas later married Clifford Coleman 
and operated the business until April 1, 1974 when 
she sold the business and premises to Mrs. Dorothy 
Long. Mrs. Long operated the business and lived in 
the living quarters with her family until 1976 when 
she moved her business into a new building on Main 
St. The building remained vacant except for a short 
period of time when it was used by the Progressive 
Conservative Party as their Campaign Headquarters, 
until it was sold to James E. Downey on January 2, 
1979. The building remained vacant until May 1, 
1979 when it was sold to Helen Harmon. The living 
quarters were rented in July 1979 and Harmon Con
struction remodeled the old beauty salon area. It is 
interesting to note that Dick Harmon worked for Pete 
Fournie Construction when the building was orig
inally built. 

Dreamland Motel 
submitted by Ed Wilkinson 

William (Bill) Powne built the first six units of 
Powne's Motel in 1954. Bill built two more build
ings, the westerly 12 units. 

On October 1,1960, Frank and Eva McArthur of 
Waskada purchased Powne's Motel. They renamed it 
Melita Dreamland Motel. They built another six 



units in 1961 under contractor Paul Schoonbaert. In 
1963 they added an office to the original motel unit 
which was made into a home - a great improvement 
that saved many steps. In 1964 all motel and hotels 
were swamped and travellers were having real prob
lems getting accommodations. Early in 1965 five 
more large units were built and they went "all elec
tric" throughout. Eva tells of travellers standing 
around waiting for the furniture to be moved in and 
staff to make up the beds. An industrial washer and 
dryer and soft water were added at this time. The 
smaller houses were moved north and east to accom
modate the new addition and parking. 

On October 1, 1971 Frank, Eva and son Douglas 
sold the motel and moved to Brandon. Albert and 
Mary Sorensen of Brandon purchased the motel and 
operated it until the spring of 1976 when they sold to 
Ed and Dee Wilkinson, who are still operating the 
entire unit at this time. 

The Melita Inn 
Lots 1 and 2, Block 6, Plan 5 

The Palace and Met Hotel owners constructed a 
two storey motel valued at more than $450,000. It is 
built on the site of the former skating rink at the west 
comer of Elm and Front with frontage to the south 
and it comprises 16,000 square feet. 

This is a cement building containing 20 units, a 
swimming pool, cocktail lounge with seating capaci
ty of 30, dining area to seat 70, a beverage room to 
accommodate 160 and a parking lot for over 50 cars. 

The building has air conditioning and color TV, 
with the lounge overlooking the swimming pool and 
adjacent 20 units. The name given at this time was 
the Prairie Inn. 

The official opening was on September 29, 1975 
with Douglas Watt cutting the ribbon. Fred Morrow 
was the manager. Deputy Mayor Frank Warsaba ex
tended greetings from the Town of Melita. A cocktail 
hour and banquet followed. Grace was asked by Rev. 
Hester of the Anglican Church and a Toast to the 
Queen was proposed by Gerald Morrow. Ernest 
Bambridge of the Gideon Bible Society presented 
Bibles for the bedrooms. Beautiful arrangement of 
flowers were presented by different businesses in 
Melita. 

In 1978 the motel was sold to Ronald and Diane 
Petryna and the name was changed to The Melita Inn. 
Outside catering at dances and small parties has been 
added and in 1981 a steak pit was built into the 
beverage room. Large pictures depicting different 
eras of the town history now hang on the walls in the 
dining area. 
* Manor House Lots 1 and 2, Block 6, Plan 5 

The above name, or Rumball House, on the west 
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corner of Elm and Front St. was operated in 1892 by 
proprietor Mrs. H. Rumbal!. She sold this boarding 
and rooming house to James McCallum in 1905 and 
he sold to Mr. Pickerskil in 1909. There were apart
ments available to rent at this time. In 1925 the 
Canadian Guarantee Trust Co. was paying the taxes 
and in 1930 the new skating rink was built on this 
property. 

* * *Metcalfe Boarding House 
Lot 2, Block 7, Plan 5 

The old rooming and boarding house located on 
the west side of Ash Street near Souris was first 
owned by Mr. Robert Grant in 1893. He sold to Mrs. 
Isabel Brooks in 1903 who operated successfully 
until 1927 when A. D. Armsden became the owner. 
Mrs. Metcalfe purchased it in 1937 and operated for 
ten years. Owners following Mrs. Metcalfe were all 
short term: F. Lopudre, Edith Shnitka, George Cain 
and in 1953 Mrs. E. Champion. The building was 
used for storage for a number of years before it was 
removed. 

Rumball House - see history of Melita Inn. 

* * *The Metropolitan Hotel 
The Metropolitan Hotel structure was completed 

in 1891 by Mr. John Cobb. The primary material had 
been hauled from Virden by horses and the remainder 
came by rail when the train arrived the same year. 
The building was three stories high and the "finest of 
its kind for miles around" . (K. C. Cobb from Tails & 
Trails). A two storey addition was added to the north 
side of the building in 1901 and a gasoline lighting 
plant was a big achievement in 1905. Mr. Cobb was 
the proprietor until 1897 when Nathon Taylor oper
ated the business. In 1900 Mr. Cobb was again in 
charge and W. J. Cobb took over the management the 
following year. Subsequent managers were: H. W. 
Halconer 1913, Mr. Yeo 1916, Mr. W. J. Cobb 1917 
and the premises sold to Mr. E. Briggs in 1918. With 
the death of Mr. Briggs in 1921, Mrs. Briggs carried 
on the business. 

Metropolitan Hotel. 



In the spring of 1930, Mr. Max Shnitka purchased 
the Metropolitan Hotel from Mrs. Briggs. At that 
time it had 34 rooms, a men's beer parlor, a traveller's 
sample room, a reading room for the guests and a 
dining room which seated 25 to 30 people. 

The Metropolitan was frequented by many travel
ling salesmen who were met at the station by a porter 
who transported their baggage up the hill. The por
ter's nickname was "Yorkie" and he hailed from 
Yorkshire, England. 

The hotel also employed two waitresses, a cook, 
two chambermaids, a laundry girl and two men in the 
beer parlor. The wages in the 1930's were generally 
around $10 a month plus room and board. 

Metropolitan Beer Parlor. 

During the depression, sales in the beer parlor 
were approximately $5 a day and on a busy Saturday 
as high as $20 a day. Rooms rented for $1 per night. 
Wake-up calls in the morning included a warm jug of 
water for washing and shaving. 

In spite of the hard times of the 1930's, Mrs. 
Shnitka gave many a helping hand. The hotel was a 
mecca for young men riding the rails. Some days as 
many as eight to ten men would come to the back 
door for food. Mrs. Shnitka never turned anyone 
down. 

The first major renovation to the hotel in 1930 
was the installation of a central steam heat plant 
fueled by coal and poplar cord wood. This was proba
bly one of the first steam heat systems in the district. 

369 

Metropolitan Hotel Dining Room. 

This made the hotel much safer as well as more 
comfortable. 

The hotel was fully renovated - painted and wall 
papered by Max and Fanny Shnitka. 

During the early forties a running water system 
and septic tank were added. Each room now had its 
own sink and a bathroom was located on each of the 
three floors. Around the same time, electrical re
frigeration was installed in the kitchen and beer par
lor. This replaced the use of the old ice boxes which 
were supplied with ice that was stored in the large 
sheds at the back of the hotel. The ice, cut from the 
Souris River by Billy McCallum, was covered with 
sawdust to preserve it for summer use. 

Shortly after the war, the front porch and balcony 
were removed. The hotel was covered with red insul
brick siding. 

In 1949, Max Shnitka purchased the Palace Hotel 
from the Fieldsend family. The hotel was managed 
by his son David. Major renovations included the 
installation of a water and sewage system and re
decorating of all the rooms, dining room and beer 
parlor. 

The hotel rented about 20 rooms and had a beer 
parlor that seated approximately 100 men. The din
ing room could seat about 20 people. During this 
time the Palace served as the Greyhound Bus Depot. 

In 1954 both hotels were connected to the town's 
new water and sewage system. 

Max Schnitka passed away in October 1957. Mrs. 
Edith Shnitka ran the hotel until his estate sold it to 
Mr. Peter Laylak about 1961. In 1960, the Palace 
Hotel was sold to Mr. and Mrs. Frantz and Mr. and 
Mrs. Erickson. After a few years Orval Erickson 
took over on his own and sold to Mr. Collie in 1971. 
Mr. Collie sold both hotels to Morrows about 1974. 
This hotel ceased to function after the Prairie Inn 
opened in 1975. The Metropolitan Hotel was tom 
down in 1980 with almost 80 years of serving trav
ellers to the Melita area. 



The Palace Hotel 
Lot 1, Block 3, Plan 5 

The Grand Hotel is referred to as the stone hotel 
in 1891. It was owned by the Cochlan Brothers, but 
the business was owned by many different proprie
tors, and operated by many different managers. In 
1891 - F. H. Martin; 1892 - Turner and Hulse; 
Wheller; Walker and Fraser; G. F. Weir; 1897 
Josiah Johnson; 1900 G. Johnson. 

In 1901 the Grand Hotel became The Manitoba 
Hotel. Managers were: 1901- John Grills; 1902 -
Richard Shore and Son; 1903 T. M. McLelland; 
1904 R. T. and 1. Martin Brothers; 1905 - Mr. 
Taylor (gasoline was installed for lighting); 1906-
Martin and Connor; 1907 - Josiah Martin. 

Manitoba Hotel. 

In 1912 the Manitoba Hotel became The Com
mercial Hotel. The installation of steam heat took 
place in 1912. Managers were: 1912- Phillip Lemm; 
Yeo and Simpson; 1916 - closed. 

The Commercial Hotel became The Palace Hotel 
in 1917. Managers were: 1917 Stan Grabowski; 
1920 - Guy Cochlan, R. Hamilton; 1921 Mr. and 
Mrs. McCracken; V. E. Dowdle; W. H. Blair; 1922 
- Mr. Hart, W. D. Lovering; 1924 - C. Brooks; 
1925 - Mrs. Palmer and Mr. Brooks; 1928 - Bert 
Sykes and Oneil, Robert Cochlan and C. C. Grey; 
1929 George Marion; 1930 Oscar Weinstein. 

In 1930 improvements were made - a $2,000 
addition was made at the north end of the building. In 
1942 A. C. Fieldsend leased the building and Doug 
Mackie joined him in 1949. Max: Shnitka purchased 
The Palace in 1950 and it became a limited company 
in 1955, with Dave Shnitka as manager. The hotel 
was sold to Orve! Erickson and Alvin Frantz in 1960 
and to Gordon Collie in 1971. Fred Morrow has been 
the proprietor since 1974. 

The Ice Harvest 
submitted by John McRae 

One of the local winter industries that disap-
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peared with the coming of hydroelectric power to 
rural Manitoba was the annual ice harvest. Before the 
availability of electrical refrigeration the storage of 
ice was the only practical way of preserving un
processed perishable products such as meats, dairy 
products and vegetables. Also, ice was the principal 
source of soft water for laundry use in the winter 
months before the towns and farms had pressure 
water systems and water softeners available to them. 

Before water and sewer systems were installed, 
residents of Melita either had their own dug wells on 
their property for cooking and drinking purposes or 
purchased their water from the town waterman, who 
delivered water door to door with a horse drawn tank. 
The water was sold by the pail and came from a dug 
well owned by the town. Laundry water was obtained 
in the summer months by catching the rain run-off 
from their roofs and storing it in either cisterns or 
large metal tanks. Few of these receptacles were large 
enough to store enough water to last through the 
winter months, so river ice was used as a soft water 
supply during these months. The domestic water 
supply for farms was the same except that each farm 
had their own wells for household use but in many 
cases they used river ice in the winter months. 

While the river water looked pretty murky in the 
summertime and doubtless contained mineral ele
ments that would make the water hard, in the process 
of freezing these elements were excluded and the ice 
when melted was almost like rain water and excellent 
for laundry and bathing purposes. 

The commercial businesses that required large 
amounts of ice during the summer were the butcher 
shops, hotels, and creamery. One of the draymen 
delivered ice daily to residents for their ice boxes. 

The ice packing business was usually carried on 
by the people who operated dray businesses in town, 
and the work usually began as soon as the ice was 
thick enough to bear the weight of the horses and 
equipment. At this time the ice would not be very 
thick but was easy to handle and served all right for 



household use. However, for packing for summer 
use, it was not harvested till March when it had 
reached its maximum thickness for that winter. In 
order to obtain this maximum thickness the operator 
would select an area on the river at a curve, as the 
water was always deeper at a curve in the river. The 
first step was to remove all the snow from the area to 
be harvested so that the frost would penetrate to a 
greater depth than it would if covered with snow. 
When the ice attained a depth of 30 to 36 inches the 
harvest began. In the earlier days, an ice plow pulled 
by a team of horses was used to plough or cut the ice 
the length of the cleared area in strips four feet wide. 
These long blocks were then hauled out on the ad
joining ice with horses. The next step was to cut these 
long strips into four foot lengths with hand operated 
ice saws similar in shape to a cross cut wood saw, 
except they only had a handle at one end and were 
operated by one man. When sufficient ice to fill an 
ice house had been prepared in this manner, it was 
time to start packing the ice in the ice house. 

The buildings for storing ice were of different 
sizes depending on the amount of ice that was to be 
stored to meet the needs of the business concerned. 
They were usually 50' long or longer and 30 to 40' in 
width with walls about 16' high. The studding was 
usually two by six inches lined with lumber on both 
sides of the studding with the space between the 
inside and outside walls filled with sawdust for insu
lation. 

The large blocks of ice were loaded on sleighs 
that had a flat floor, 8' wide by 16' long, with a 
narrow railing around the bottom to prevent the 
blocks from slipping off. The blocks were loaded on 
the sleigh with a gin pole, which was a wooden tripod 
about five feet high. The tripod acted as a fulcrum for 
a long ash pole mounted on top of the tripod. It was 
mounted with about one quarter of the pole length 
protruding past the tripod with the rest of the pole 
length being used for leverage to raise the ice block. 
Large ice tongs for gripping the blocks were fastened 
to the short end of the pole. The pole swiveled on the 
tripod, so the block was lifted with the long gin pole 
and swung onto the sleigh. When the sleighs were 
fully loaded in this manner they headed for the ice
house. 

Arriving at the icehouse the load was positioned 
in front of the door. Two men with a horse remained 
at the icehouse to look after the packing. The blocks 
were hauled into the building by the horse, hitched to 
a long block and tackle, to which large ice tongs were 
attached to grip the ice blocks. Each layer of blocks 
were then covered with a layer of sawdust for insula
tion to retard melting. As the ice got higher in the 
building than the sleighs, a wooden slide was used to 
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pull the blocks up to the higher levels, tier after tier 
till the ice house was completely filled. 

The method of harvesting ice just described was 
the method used for many years, however, the last 
few years icehouses were used the procedures were 
modernized to some extent. One change was that 
trucks were used to haul the ice replacing the horse
drawn sleighs. The advantage of this was that trucks 
could make more trips in a day, thus requiring fewer 
men. The other big advantage was that often in 
March when the icehouses were being filled the snow 
would begin to melt and the roads in town would 
become bare, which made hauling by sleigh very 
difficult. The trucks could operate when there was 
snow by snowplowing where there was still snow. 
One other change was the replacing of the horse
drawn ice plow. Mr. Percy Loucks built a machine 
which consisted of a small gasoline engine mounted 
on skids. This engine powered a large circular saw 
mounted at the front end of the skids. It was con
structed so that the blade could be raised or lowered 
and adjusted to the proper cutting depth. The ma
chine was operated by one man shoving it along the 
ice on its skids. I don't know what became of this 
machine but one of the horse-drawn ice plows is on 
display at the Agricultural Museum at Austin, Man
itoba. 

This was an industry that did not have too many 
accidents, but one that sometimes occurred, was 
slipping into the ice-cold water when the blocks were 
being hauled from the water. The standard procedure 
then was to be wrapped in a horse blanket and taken 
back to town with one of the teams of horses as fast as 
they could gallop so that the victim wouldn't contract 
pneumonia. Of course later, there was the heated cab 
of a truck to make the trip. I never heard of any 
serious consequences from these polar baths. 

C & C Agencies 
submitted by Don Cameron 
Lot 19, Block 3, Plan 5 

In 1945 Ted Wilson and Don Cameron built the 
garage on the comer of Oak and Front Street in 
Melita. They started it together under the name of 
Cameron & Wilson and sold farm machinery and 
Ford products. In 1950 Ted took it over on his own 
under Wilson Motors and operated it a year or so 
before selling it. It is now operated as Melita Motors 
Ltd. 

In 1951 Don purchased Robert Love's insurance 
business and after renting a building for a year or so 
bought an office at 120 Main St. He operated an 
insurance business until January 1, 1973 when the 
business was taken over by Murray Cameron. Don 
remodelled the building and operated a real estate 



and investment business in the same location. Mur
ray Cameron has purchased the building as of Janu
ary 1, 1981 and is now operating under the name of C. 
& c. Agencies Melita Ltd. 

In 1957 the Manitoba Liquor Commission was 
enquiring about a building to rent that was not too 
close to Main Street. George Andries and Don Cam
eron agreed to build a building for them 26' x 80' at 
104 Oak Street and they have leased it ever since. 

*This building was owned by C. V. Anderson in 
1897. The south side was used as a barbershop by G. 
B. Barker, Reaburn, John Stokes, and Stover & 
Freise until 1908 when the barbers moved across the 
street to the present Lorne's Barber Shop. The 
Customs Office was housed here, also, from 1900 
until it moved to the L0.0.E Hall in 1912. Mr. A. M. 
Reekie who dealt in sewing machines and the repair 
of same was in this location until 1928. At this time 
the building was purchased by Alex Morgan. 

The north side of the building was the office of 
realtor, R. E. Denny around the early 1900's followed 
by the barbershop of Stover & Armsden. Wm. 
Schnell, a veterinary surgeon, had an office here 
from 1918 to 1936, followed by Chas. Carels who 
dealt in Rawleigh products. The shoe repair shop of 
Ed Schmidtke operated here from 1954 to 1968. The 
Pin Cushion yard goods of Ruth Townsend followed 
until 1974. Don Cameron purchased the building 
about 1952. 

Charles Carels 
submitted by Charles Carels 

In 1936 I started in business in Melita and have 
been in business ever since. I started selling 
Rawleigh products, selling insurance and buying 
horse hair, hides and fur at my residence which was 
located at 99 Ash Street in Melita, and which I rented 
for six dollars a month from Wes Crane. 

In 1938 I moved my merchandise to the front part 
of the building located on Main and Front Street 
which was originally the Union Bank bUilding. In 
1939 I moved my business to the Powne building on 
the east side of Main Street. 

In 1941 I purchased the building formerly oc
cupied by Alex Morgan as a butcher shop located on 
the west side of Main Street. 

In 1942 and 1943 I purchased two trucks extend
ing my business to include trucking grain from the 
farmers as there was a shortage of farm help during 
World War II. During the next four years I hauled a 
tremendous amount of grain of which a great amount 
was shoveled. 

In 1949 I sold my trucks as the War had ended. In 
1947 I purchased the Red & White Store owned by 
the McJannet family. At that time I dissolved my 
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Charlie Carel's 1927 Model T Ford. 

Rawleigh business. I operated this store for 26 years 
along with my insurance and fur business. In 1971 I 
also took on the Autopac Agency. 

In 1973 I relinquished my interest in the Red & 
White Store to my son Kenneth and his wife Ellen. I 
since have carried on with my insurance and fur 
business from my office in my residence at 165 
Souris Street. 

In 1981 I sold part of my insurance business to C. 
and C. Agencies. At the present time I am still selling 
hail insurance and buying furs. 

Charlie Carel's and samples of furs purchased. 

Insurance Agents 
Some insurance agents over the years are: Great 

West Life; 1899 - A. D. Wheeler, 1906 T. R. La
mont, 1908 1. Williams, 1927-1958 W. G. Powne; 
Insurance and Loans; 1901-1929 T. S. Menary; Lon
don Canadian Loans A. T. Broderick; Provincial 
Mutual Hail, Fire and Life; 1899-1917 A. B. Estlin; 
Wawanesa Mutual; 1919-1931 A. B. Estlin followed 
by Robert Love, Don Cameron and C. & C. Agen
cies; Manufacturers Life Insurance Co. 1922-1931 G. 
H. Mann; Central Canada Insurance Co. 1903-1913 
Cameron & Duncan; Royal Insurance Co. & Melita 
Land Co. 1910-19281. Duncan; Insurance and Real 



Estate 1940's C. H. Nilson; Real Estate 1902-1912 R. 
E. Denny; Accident Insurance and License Plates 
1940's Alex Mattice; Sun Life 1940's Lloyd Hodgins; 
Occidental Life Insurance 1948-1971 W. F Clarke; 
Insurance 1951-1969 A. F Walker; Mutual Life of 
Canada 1950's Jack Mutter; Co-Op Fire and Hail 
Insurance 1953-1971 Al Dobbyn; Investors Syndi
cate; 1950's Walter Taylor, 1955-1974 R. W. Ramsey, 
1978-1982 Ted Wall; Crown Life Insurance 1960's 
Dave S. Sriitka; Crop Insurance Larry White. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Love. 

Investors Syndicate Ltd. 
Investors Syndicate Limited began operating in 

Canada in 1926. Western Savings and Loan Associa
tion, a company later to be taken over by Investors 
Syndicate Limited, had its beginnings in Winnipeg in 
1927. 

Some of the first men to work in the Melita area 
were Albert Carscadden out of Virden, and then Roy 
Tribe of Melita. Both of these men worked for Inves
tors Syndicate Limited and were followed by Rolly 
Ramsey in November 1955. Mr. Carscadden retired 
with Investors Syndicate Limited and presently lives 
in the Hillcrest Place in Brandon. 

From Western Savings and Loans, some of the 
early representatives were Bob Arbuthnott, Roy Ar
buckle, Wally Schoyen, and Harvie Cummings. In 
1954, Schoyen and Cummings moved to the Western 
Savings office in Saskatoon. Arbuthnott remained 
the only representative thereafter. 

In 1970, when the two companies amalgamated, 
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and with the passing away of Arbuthnott, Rolly 
Ramsey remained as the only representative for the 
Melita area. Rolly Ramsey passed away in Decem
ber, 1979 while still an active representative. 

In 1980, client servicing of the Melita area was 
taken over by Ted Wall who transferred from north
ern Manitoba. He remains the local representative 
today. 

Since the very beginnings of both Western Sav
ings and Loan Association, and Investors Syndicate 
Limited, the Melita area has had continuous service. 
Along with its clientele, the company has grown to 
be the largest company of its kind in Canada. Ser
vices now include those of Great West Life, Montreal 
Trust, nine mutual fund companies, and Investors 
Syndicate Limited, under the umbrella of holding 
company, The Investors Group. 

***Ross Building 
Lot 17, Block 4, Plan 5 

The cement block building was built in 1904. The 
property had been owned by Mr. Menary, and the 
names of 1. A. Ross and Menary are used jointly until 
1924. 1. A. Ross was the registrar and this was the 
Land Titles Office. By 1927 the Menary name was 
missing from this ownership. Mr. Frank Haynes gave 
piano lessons from this building when he worked in 
Melita as a customs officer later than 1912. Charles 
Farrow used this as the town office during the 1920's 
and John Scott had a shoe repair there in the 1930's. 
Robert Love sold insurance from there and later sold 
to Don Cameron in the 1950's. During the 1970's, 
Craig Miner started his plumbing business from this 
site. The building is vacant at this time. 

***Feader's Jewellery 
Lot 7,8,9, 10, Block 3, Plan 5 

This building to the south of Waite's Theatre was 
removed to make room for the Bank of Commerce. 

The original premises here from 1893 to 1929 was 
the George Stewart, "Tailor Shop". Some of Mr. 
Stewart's assistants were: Messrs. Brookland, Mc
Cullock, Ridgewell and McDermid. Tailor 1. Findlay 
was upstairs from 1929 to 1930. 

Dr. C. E. Webb, a chiropractor, had a clinic at the 
back from 1929 to 1935. The front of the building was 
a tonsorial parlor for many years under the manage
ment of Barber Stenhouse. James Boyd was barber 
here from 1931 into the forties, and Marian Kenner 
had her hair dressing salon in the back room from 
1933 to 1940. 

Lawyer, Al Hamilton, worked from this office, 
and Don Cameron sold insurance for a short time 
until moving to the present location. 

Wes Feader purchased the building about 1963, 



and with considerable reconstruction had a modern 
cement block building. Feader's Jewellery was in this 
location until 1977, when Mr. Feader retired. The 
building was dismantled shortly afterwards. 

* * Nifty Nook, Fashion Centre, Melita Footwear and Clothing, 
Melita Dry Cleaners, Melita Bakery, Melita Clinic and Melita 
Beauty Salon. 

Kar Pan Car Wash 
The Crane Bros. built an implement building on 

this block in 1905. E. W. Crane went into business 
with Howard Kenner about 1907. The warehouse for 
the John Deere Agency served also as an ice house. 
In 1935, the building was made available for a livery 
barn with Jack Briggs as manager; Stan and Amy 
McCallum also operated it for a few years. Sometime 
in the early 1950's, the building was made available 
to house the municipal grader. 

This building was torn down in 1972 to make way 
for a two bay car wash owned by Ken Karlander and 
Dick Pander. 

The Practice of Law 
submitted by Winifred Whitley 
Lot 20, Block 7, Plan 5 

When D. Will Yuill came to Melita in the fall of 
1908 as principal of the Melita School, accompanied 
by his wife and baby daughter, there were two law 
offices in the town. John Crerar, established in 1891, 
was in his comparatively new cement block office on 
the corner of main and Souris Streets, and George W. 
Archibald, established in 1905, was in what is now 
part of the Marshall Wells store. 

In the summer ofl911 , Mr. Yuill articled with Mr. 
Archibald and in 1914 took over the practice. 

In January 1924 Winnifred entered her father's 
office as stenographer. The building had previously 
been occupied by the Northern Crown Bank. The 
vault, in the middle of the building was about five feet 
square and was one spot which did not freeze over
night in the winter, so plants, ink and water pail had 
to be carried in there each night. Work in the morn
ing, started with filing in the vault but with the door 
open (there were no lights in the vault). By the time 
the filing was done, the fire in the heater was going 
well enough that the stenographer could sit by the 
stove, with her feet on a chair and take dictation, and 
by the time that was finished it was usually warm 
enough to type, and the bricks, which had been 
heating on the stove were warm enough to serve as a 
footrest under the desk. 

In the fall of 1926, Winifred left for University 
and her mother took her place in the office. Winifred 
worked for nine months in Osler, Hammond & Nan
ton's office in Winnipeg, was Presbyterian Girls' 
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Work secretary, with headquarters in Toronto for one 
year, then returned in the spring 1930 and articled 
with her father. Thanks to other girls taking the law 
course in Winnipeg, she was able to get notes and did 
her studying at home. While working in the office, 
she went to Winnipeg to write the examinations for 
the first two years and then, because of very difficult 
times in this area, she was permitted to write the 
examinations for the third and fourth years in Melita. 
In June 1934 she was admitted as a solicitor and 
called to the Bar. It was first time more than one 
woman had been called to the Bar at one time. The 
next year she received the degree of Bachelor of 
Laws. In July 1939 she entered into partnership with 
her father. 

By that time, Mr. Yuill had purchased the 
"Crerar building", which had been empty for sev
eral years. The larger vault and the furnace were a 
great joy, but the vault was the one place which did 
freeze. One winter the hot water coil on the old 
furnace cracked, just after the stoker had been in
stalled, and it was some weeks before Mr. Pettipher 
and Mr. Reid finally got it fixed. Stoker coal took 
careful managing in the Quebec heater. The draft had 
to be left open each time after coal was added until 
there was a "puff" and the flame came through, then 
the draft had to be closed at once or the stove would 
soon be red-hot. Winifred borrowed a cot and she and 
her wee dog, slept in the room by the stove where the 
work was done in the daytime. At this time the cot 
was removed to the colder room. The alarm clock 
was set for two hours after she got to bed and then she 
sat up and waited for the flame, back to bed with the 
alarm set for the next two hours - "Played more 
solitaire that winter than any other time in my life". 
When the furnace cracked again a few years later it 
was possible to get oil, which now heats with much 
less attention. 

Winifred married Chester Whitley on December 
31,1951 but felt that she was still needed in the office 
and gradually took over more and more of the work 
though the partnership continued as "Yuill & Yuill" 
until Mr. Yuill's death in July 1970. Since then the 
practice has been carried on in the name of Winifred 
A. Whitley, though the sign remained as before until 
it was blacked out in the spring of 1974. Winifred 
retired from active practice at the end of March, but 
remained in the office, clearing out files, etc., until 
the end of July, finally taking home many files to be 
sent to the owners. The building, on the comer of 
Main and Souris, built as a law office and never used 
for any other purpose, will continue to be used as a 
law office and we hope Mr. Smeltz will enjoy his 
practice there as much as his predecessors in the 
building had enjoyed it. The practice of law is a 



Law office built for Mr. Crerar. 

demanding profession, sometimes boring, (you've 
done nothing all day' but fill in dates and sign your 
name), sometimes frustrating, but at the same time a 
very satisfying way of serving the public and there is 
a real joy in having completed a difficult task satis
factorily. Winifred looks forward to enjoying her 
home and yard which have been much neglected for 
the past few years, and being able to take a more 
active part in the organizations to which she belongs. 

Law Practice 
submitted by Smeltz & Holmes 
Lot 20, Block 7, Plan 5 

Mr. John Crerar, Barrister & Solicitor, began 
practising law in Melita in 1891. In September of 
1902 Charles Armstrong accepted a position with Mr. 
Crerar. They formed a partnership January 8th, 1903, 
which dissolved in December of 1903. In January 
1904, F. Campbell practised law with Mr. Crerar in 
the Odd Fellows Hall, while a new law office was 
being built. They moved into the new law office, 
which was (and is still) situated at the comer of Main 
Street and Souris Street, in July of 1904. In Decem
ber of 1904, R. Cole Jr. began his study of law with 
the Crerar, Campbell partnership. The partnership 
dissolved in 1907, and Mr. Crerar continued the 
practise on his own. F. Campbell moved to Van
couver. In July of 1926, F. G. Barrett came into 
partnership with Mr. Crerar. This partnership dis-

375 

solved in January of 1928, when Mr. Crerar retired, 
selling his interest in the partnership to Frank Bar
rett. Mr. Barrett closed the business in May of 1934. 
D. W. Yuill purchased the building from Mr. Crerar 
in 1938, and set up his law practice. In July of 1940, 
D. W. Yuill's daughter, Winifred, became a partner. 
They practised law under the name of "Yuill & 
Yuill" until Mr. Yuill passed away in 1970. The 
practice then carried on in the name of Winifred A. 
Whitley (nee Yuill) until July 1974, at which time the 
building was sold to Morris H. Smeltz. The build
ings, except for the original vault, was completely 
renovated and Mr. Smeltz moved his practice into the 
building on November 2nd, 1974. In 1978, an addi
tion to the building was constructed on both the East 
and North end of the building. In May of 1979, 
Morris Smeltz employed an artie ling student, 
Richard A. Holmes. In June of 1980 Richard Holmes 
received his call to the Bar and continued practising 
law with Mr. Smeltz under the firm name of" Smeltz 
& Holmes" . Richard Holmes bought the law practice 
and building from Morris Smeltz December 31st, 
1981, at which time Morris Smeltz moved to Calgary. 
Richard Holmes is now practising law on his own 
under the name of "Smeltz & Holmes" . 

Beaver Lumber 
Lot 3 & 4, Block 2, Plan 5 

Beaver Lumber on Front Street, as the business 



was known when it closed its doors about 1980, has 
always been a premises involved in building. This 
was a building and construction business of Shearer 
and Gaudin established in 1891, followed by William 
Shearer in 1893, and R. Shearer in 1899. This family 
sold to 1. 1. Anderson in 1901, and he in turn sold to 
Gaudin and DeWitt in 1903, at which time a large 
shed was built for dry lumber. In 1905 the Planing 
Co. of Moorby, Badgley and Ward combined with 
Gaudin DeWitt & Co. Lumber, to become Melita 
Lumber and Manufacturing Co. This name remained 
until about 1955 when it became Beaver Lumber. 

In 1909 bricks for Melita Brick & Tile were sold 
from here, and a large addition to the lumber sheds 
was made in 1911. In 1929 Napinka and Waskada 
yards were purchased by the company. 

Managers for Melita Lumber and Manufacturing 
Co. were: T. Drew, Russell Modeland, and, from 
1922 to 1955, L. W. Davidson. 

Managers for Beaver Lumber were Ed Boden, Al 
Hellander, Doug McKellar, Jake Penner, Norman 
Stewart, Ray Messner, Brian Randall, John Wilkin, 
Elvin Adam, Cliff Dixon, Ken Helmeczi, Brian 
Hawes. 

The Beaver Lumber name did not become official 
until 1961 although Beaver operated the business 
about 1950. 

Campbell & Ferguson 
Lot 3, Block 3, Plan 5 

The small building on the east side of the Palace 
Hotel served as the office of Campbell and Ferguson 
Lumber Merchants from 1891 to 1918. (See Stewart's 
Lumber & Supply). 

A .. B. Estlin sold Wawanesa Mutual Insurance 
from this building from 1919 to 1936, and in 1939 F. 
G. Barrett, L.L.B. was located here. The building 
was vacant for many years. 

Lome Richter had a barbershop here from 1958 
to 1969. Bernie Murray sold Massey Harris here 
from 1968 to 1969, while new premises were being 
built on "machinery road" south of Melita. The 
building was removed in 1980 by Stewart's Lumber. 

Stewart's Lumber & Supply Ltd. 
Lots 11 and 12, Block 2, Plan 5 

Stewart's Lumber & Supply originated in 1961. 
Norman and wife Feme decided to start their own 
business after he spent 20 years in the employ of 
Beaver Lumber. 

The business was started in the former location of 
Bobby Murray's Lumber & Machinery agency. The 
business started with lumber, builders' hardware, 
paint and coal. In the early 1960's, well over a hun
dred cars of coal was handled a year. 
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The company has employed several people from 
the local area over the years, some having since 
retired and some having started businesses of their 
own. A few of the early employees were Dale Dob
byn, Andy Cocquyt, Lome Slack, Holden Bros. 
from Napinka, Tom Hallam, Larry Lampertz, Bob 
Thompson, Irv Dobbyn, and Don Loucks who is still 
with the present day management. 

The business expanded and required larger prem
ises, and moved to the present location in 1969. In 
1978 the business was taken over by son Jim, and his 
wife Cheryl, who are the present owners. Theyex
panded the business again and in 1981 added a yard in 
Reston. 

In 1892 the blacksmith business of James Charter 
was already well established on these lots and in 1900 
the south half of Lot 11 was sold to D. Lamont who 
also operated a blacksmith shop. In 1901 Charter sold 
to James McCallum, an implement dealer. In 1902, 
Mr. Moorby was selling Frost and Wood implements 
from here. Jamieson & Balfour Co. appear to have 
been associate names of Moorby from 1906 to 1909. 
Mr. Pettipher, a machinist, worked from these prem
ises from 1911 to 1914, at which time he established 
his own shop on Main Street. (Now Credit Union). 
James Duncan had a garage here from 1918 to 1925, 
and also sold Cockshutt Implements. This garage 
was taken over by R. E. Moore, in 1925, and Over
land-Willis Knight cars were sold. 

A galvanized iron addition 28' x 44' was made in 
1928, and Massey Harris was also sold from here. 
Mr. Moore sold to Mr. Edwards in 1938; Thompson's 
Export Seeds functioned here from 1939 through 
1941. Mr. William Sterling purchased this building in 
1941, and Sterling Motors dealt in Massey Harris 
until 1957 , when they sold to Cobb Motors. Interna
tional Harvester, under Jack Elliott, purchased this 
from Cobb Motors in 1958, and carried on their 
business until 1966, when they moved to the new 
premises (see Elliott's Farm Equipment) 
Previous history of Lot 31, Block 3, Plan 5 

In the lumber storage area of Stewart's today, a 
lumber business of T. Y. Turner, was sold in 1891, to 
Campbell and Ferguson. This company progressed 
to the point of having yards in Melita, Waskada, 
Cameron Siding, and Elva. In 1913 they discontinued 
service in Elva, and in 1918 closed the business at 
Cameron, and later that year went out of business 
altogether. 

These lots were purchased in 1927 by Lea and 
Shearer, and a galvanized iron building 42' x 30 ' was 
erected to house implements. This business was op
erated by The Melita Hardware and Implement Co., 
Wilson's Transfer (Ted) was here from 1938 to 1945, 
and Reginald Forester had an implement business 



after that. Bobby Murray sold lumber and imple
ments from 1955 to 1960, at which time Norman and 
Ferne Stewart started their business. 

Melita Brick Co. 
In 1905 Mr. John Dobbyn (80 years of age) dis

covered a red brick clay just west of the river and 
south of today's #3 highway. He purchased the land 
and ordered a modern brick making plant. 

The Melita Brick and Tile Co. was formed in 
April 1905. This consisted of John Dobbyn and son 
Richard, Charles D. Lamont and Johnston and Pope 
with manager of the brick yard being R. 1. Dobbyn. 

In June the kiln was being built and great interest 
was taken in the result of the first kiln of brick, 
"fired". The bricks turned out a pretty shade of red. 
More than $10,000 had been invested in this project 
by JUly. 

In April of 1907, The Melita Brick Co. was 
making 20,000 bricks a day under manager D. Mor
rison. They had delivered a million bricks to Regina. 

In 1909 these bricks were sold at Melita Lumber 
& Manufacturing Co. (later Beaver Lumber prem
ises) under foreman Ted Sykes. 

Apparently this business, as memory relates, 
closed down about 1910 for two reasons; the clay bed 
had run out and the business had not proven to be a 
financially successful venture. However, many 
houses and buildings in the town and surrounding 
area stand today as proof of a very substantial "red 
brick" that was manufactured locally. 

Antler River Veterinary Services 
The clinic, built at a cost of approximately 

$85000 by the Provincial Government is 54' x 48' 
and houses an office, living quarters, a small animal 
clinic, a large animal clinic, five holding pens, and a 
postmortem room. It is open from 8 a.m to 5 p.m. 
daily, from Monday to Saturday inclusive, with 
emergency service provided after normal working 
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hours. Fees charged are those as under the Manitoba 
Veterinary Services Act. 

Included in the S. W. Veterinary Services District 
Area are the R.M. 's of Arthur, Brenda, Albert and 
Edward. The costs of operating the clinic are shared 
by these municipalities at $2500 each per annum, 
with the province contributing a grant of $5000 per 
annum, totalling in all $15000 per year. 

The official opening was in October, 1976. Dr. 
Donald Hemingway was the veterinarian in this 
clinic from 1976 to 1978 when the clinic was closed 
for a short period. In 1980 Dr. Sharron Pettapiece and 
Dr. Connie Taylor took over the operations with Dr. 
Taylor leaving in 1981 and Dr. Pettapiece in 1982. 

Previous veterinary surgeons in the area have 
been 1892, Dr. P. M. Fisher, 1892-1903-Dr. A. M. 
Livingston, 1899-1927 - Dr. W. Leslie, 1915-1927 

Dr. Schnell, 1954-1957 - Dr. Val Kjernisted, 
1957-1969 Dr. Paul Jesson. 

Artificial Insemination Unit 
submitted by Sheila Chinner 

The first artificial insemination unit in the south
west part of Manitoba was started in Melita on April 
1, 1959. This unit was under the name of 
Herdbuilders owned by Dr. Keith Robson of Selkirk. 
It was operated and managed by Fred and Sheila 
Chinner, who came from the Cardale district with 
their three small children. 

This unit operated from the Saskatchewan border, 
the U.S. border on the south, east to the Mountain
side road and north to No.1 highway. 

The breeds of cattle that were available through 
artificial insemination were Hereford, Beef Short
horn, Charolais, Angus, D. P. Shorthorn, Ayrshire, 
Holstein, Jersey, Guernsey, Brown Swiss and St. 
Geritus, very soon to be followed by exotic breeds 
from Europe French Charolais, Simmental, Lim
ousin, Maine Anjou, Welsh Black, Murray Grey, 
etc. Artificial insemination had been used on dairy 
herds for a number of years. The first purebred dairy 
user was E. D. McLaren of Waskada with his pure
bred Ayrshires. The first purebred beef herd to use 
artificial insemination in the Melita area was G. O. 
Fletcher of Lyleton with his purebred Charolais. 

Previous to 1959, dry ice had been used in most 
small units. The in coming use of a nitrogen small 
fridge was used at temperatures of 320 degrees. 
Nitrogen and semen were obtained from an Amer
ican Breeders' Service truck that stopped in Brandon 
once a month where all technicians met. All semen 
used in this unit was supplied from American 
Breeders' Service. Due to high mileage in a unit of 
this size, fuel and car were the highest expenses, with 
travel being approximately 52000 miles per year. 



Melita was an excellent artificial insemination area 
due to a Jarge toll free telephone area. The techni
cian's wife was very important in answering tele
phone calls and doing books. From a small start in 
1959 to serving as technicians in February, 1961, cow 
numbers had increased to approximately 1800 cows a 
year (about half beef). 

Melita Auction Mart Ltd. 
by Jim and Linda Downey 

The Melita Auction Mart Ltd. was incorporated 
in 1971. The facility owned by the company was built 
by Jim and Linda Downey on the NW corner of the 
SW 8-4-26. 

The idea and beginning came from discussions 
started in the fall of 1970. During the winter months 
1970-71 plans and livestock estimates were de
veloped. The local southwest Development Corpora
tion was contacted for financial assistance, but 
because the amount of money raised through this 
agency was not sufficient to build the facility re
quired, the project was almost abandoned. With en
couragement from many people, financing was 
finally arranged through the Virden Credit Union, 
which was establishing a branch office in Melita that 
year. 

June 1, 1971 the decision was made to proceed 
with construction. In July, Jim, Linda, and Wallace 
Downey toured Manitoba and Saskatchewan marts 
for building ideas. They contracted the work them
selves. Basic construction plans and electrical work 
were done by Bill and Pat Russell of Russell's Elec
tric, Melita. Irvin Goodon's crew from Boissevain, 
with Bill Canada as foreman, built the livestock 
holding pens. The sales ring, office and restaurant 
facilities were constructed by Scotty Henderson of 
Gainsborough, Saskatchewan, and Russ Lamont of 
Medora, with Russell Dell, Peter Green, and many 
other local helpers. Gate hinges were made by the 
Napinka blacksmith. 

Jim hauled the majority of the lumber from a 
small saw mill near Roblin, some days waiting as the 

A common scene in Arthur Municipality. 
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lumber was planed and loaded directly onto the 
truck. 

March 1939. 
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The major piece of equipment required, the 
scale, was purchased from the financially troubled 
Portage La Prairie Auction. Jim assisted by George 
Coutts, and using Frank Warsaba's machine truck 
hauled it to Melita. 

With the scale in place, the sod for the main 
building was turned in September. On October 18, 
1971 at the first sale, some 600 head of cattle were 
traded. Gates were still being hung the morning of 
that sale. 

Approximately 20 people are required to operate 
the business on sale days. George Coutts of Elva was 
the original office manager, assisted by Jack Mor
row's accounting firm from Virden. Elsie Kaspick 
succeeded George, and held the position for 10 years 
before moving to Neepawa. Jim's sister, Betty Millar, 
has been a regular in the office on sale days. Ross 
Taylor of Reston, started as yard foreman with such 
capable helpers as Tom Bambridge of Coulter, 
Maurice Mahy, Bob Brigden, Bill Nichols, Darryl 
Shannon, Ken and Bob Wray, Glen Bird, Art Wood, 
John Wark and Bruce Wheelans. Walter Hooper of 
Waskada, and later Jim Mallo of Coulter were the 
scale operators. Lynn Downey was the clerk, fol
lowed by Evelyn Andrews of Coulter. The first auc
tioneer, Murray Rankin of Killarney, was succeeded 
by Don Robertson of Elkhorn, with many others as 
backups. Leona Usiner served in the restaurant start
ing without a kitchen sink, no ceiling and coke box 
seating, but the food was delicious, and the patrons 
numerous. In 1972 Jim's mother, Bessie Downey, 
became the chief cook until 1977. Many Kinsmen 
and Chamber of Commerce dinners were held at the 
Auction Mart during this time. 



In 1972 Jim attended Auctioneer's School in Bill
ings, Montana, later selling at Melita Auction mart, 
and in his farm sale business. Retiring from school 
teaching that year, Linda worked in the business 
semi-full time. 

The family business operated smoothly with 
Jim's dad, Wallace Downey as general overseer, 
handyman and Chief Public Relations person. 

Farmer support, and regular weekly buyers, have 
made the business successful. Some of the original 
and long supporting buyers on the market are Don 
Ransom and Mervin Hempthorne of Boissevain, Jim 
Martin of Elkhorn, Buster Artz of Antler, N.D. and 
George Coutts of Elva. Other regulars carne from 
Ontario in the fall. 

For a number of years cattle sales were held on 
Thursdays, and Hog Sales on Mondays. Regular 
cattle sales are now held on Fridays, with special 
sales, such as the 4H Fat Cattle Sale and Horse Sales 
interspersed throughout the year. 

Through the years some additional yard facilities 
have been added. 

Melita Livestock Sales Ltd. (owned by Tom and 
Bob Arthur) has operated the facility since the fall of 
1977. Hammond Transport of Deloraine, also has 
long been an integral part of the business. 

Mink Ranching 
submitted by E. Holden 

Ewart Holden purchased his first Fur Farm li
cence in 1928. At that time he had a few mink, also 
some foxes, both silver and wild. He raised foxes 

Ewart Holden's Mink Ranch. 
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until the 1940's and then went heavy into mink in 
1954. 

Through trial and error, ups and many downs, he 
has continued to successfully raise these little ani
mals. He has specialized in dark mink. It is difficult 
to raise really good, dark mink on the prairies as our 
November weather is often too cold and does not 
allow the darks to finish properly. However, housing 
and good care make the difference. 

Ewart's two sons, Winston and Timothy are now 
in the business with him. The ranch is located one
half mile east of Melita. His first land purchase was 
from Mr. R. Oxley. 

Mink Ranching 
written by Granddaughter of Ewart Holden -
Carolyn Holden, Grade 5, Age 10 

Mink ranching is a time consuming job. You have 
to work everyday so not very often do you get a 
holiday. 

You have to feed the mink everyday except Sun
day. Their diet consists of: beef, chicken, vitamins, 
minerals, fish, rabbits and things like that. All this 
food is ground up together and resembles hamburger. 
How would you like that for your daily diet? I'd hate 
it! 

Watering mink is another problem. You have to 
water them everyday. They are watered by hoses in 
the summer and by pail in the winter. 

Mink ranching might not seem like a hard job but 
it is. You really have to know how to look after mink 
and what to feed them in order to raise them properly. 



Each mink has its own cage. Many cages hooked 
together under one roof is called a shed. On our farm 
we have thirteen sheds. 

Over the winter we keep up to 1300 mink, which 
is our breeding stock. In the summer we have as 
many as 5000 mink. As you can well imagine, it is 
very busy around the mink ranch in the summer, so 
we hire extra help to get the jobs done. 

Mink are meat eaters so I wouldn't advise you to 
stick your finger in their cage because they bite and it 
hurts. Take it from me! 

Mink ranchers have a schedule to follow each 
year. This is what they do throughout the twelve 
month period. 

January and February are the quiet months. At 
this time all that is required is the feeding and water
ing of the breeding stock. This is usually when my 
Dad goes skiing at Banff. 

March is breeding month. 
It takes approximately 45 days before the baby 

mink are born. Baby mink are called kits. Each 
female mink has an average of four kits per litter. 
When the kits are born they have no fur, their eyes are 
closed, and they look very much like newborn mice. 

In June the kits are weaned from their mothers. 
In July the mink are vaccinated against distemper 

and food poisoning. 
In August each kit is put into a pen of its own. 

This is called separating. 
During September and October the mink are busy 

growing to full adult size. 
November is pelting month. The mink are killed, 

skinned, fleshed, and the pelts are sent away to be 
sold. 

Each December the Hudson's Bay Company 
holds an auction sale to sell the pelts to buyers from 
all over the world. 

Mink ranching is a smelly business, but if you 
have choice pelts, you can make good money! 

***Stacey's Poultry Plant 
During 1921 a Poultry Plant was started on this 

property. A Poultry Field Day was held at Stacey's 
Poultry Plant in 1924, and custom hatching was a 
service rendered annually. In April 1925 the plant 
was burned out. Damage came to $6000 with a loss 
of 6500 eggs in incubators and 1000 birds. A small 
building containing the best certified hens was not 
burned but the business did not re-establish. 

The Revival Center is on this property today. 

* * *Venalis Chinchilla Ranch 
submitted by D. G. Jobbins 
Lot 18, Block 8, Plan 5 

In the year 1957, the middle ware shed of the 
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present Solo Store housed four fur bearing animals, 
three females and one male. This was the beginning 
of the Jobbins' Venalis Chinchilla Ranch. 

In 1960, the herd of 26 animals was moved to a 
new building on the back of Lot 18, Block 8. In 1963, 
on property bought from Ted Wilson, a second build
ing was erected, to house part of the chinchilla herd. 
In 1964, the building on property Lot 18, Block 8 
burned down, destroying all equipment and killing 
all the animals. 

In 1965 and 1968, more buildings were erected on 
the out of town property, to house the expanded 
ranch. By 1970 the herd consisted of 850 animals 
which were periodically pelted or sold for breeding 
stock. In 1973 the ranch dissolved, the animals and 
property being sold separately. 

The property and one partly underground build
ing was sold to Dick Hannon. Another of the build
ings is now part of the Melita Upholstery and 
Drapery Service. One other building was moved to 
where the original building burnt down, on the back 
of the present lot of Betty and Doug Jobbins. 

* * *Livery Barn 
Lot 8, Block 4, Plan 5 

The Livery Bam owned by R. 1. McRae, then 
Bill Nixon, and finally by R. C. Morrison & Co. was 
sold in 1906 to 1. Cobb with manager George Cobb. 
In 1908 Cameron & Duncan became owners with 
tenants George Cobb and Archie McCallum and later 
manager Tom Larway. George Sharpe purchased the 
building in 1911 and was still operating a feed and 
livery bam here in 1927. The building was tom down 
in 1941 and the A. 1. Kennedy warehouse was built. 
Case equipment was sold here by Griffith Bros. from 
1959 to 1967 and Bill Lawrence took over from them. 
The building was destroyed by fire in 1969. 
**Delmar's Pro Hardware, Kar Pan Car Wash, Melita Seed 
and Feed. 

***Sheffer Livery Stable 
Lots 7 and 8, Block 2, Plan 5 

The livery stable was located between the body 
shop and Lamont's Garage. It was built in 1891 by 
Martin Bros. and was rented to the Cochlan Bros. It 
was sold in 1892 to 1. W. Hazleton and again in 1893 
to Crane and Sheffer. From 1899 to 1903, George 
Sheffer operated this livery. 

Through the years the business changed hands 
many times: 1903 - John Dunford & Butchard, T. 
A. Myles & S. G. Jamieson, 1904 - Jamieson & 
Whitty, 1905 - 1. 1. Harkness, 1906 George 
Sheffer, 1909 Crawford & Mitchell, 1911 
Sheffer and Mitchell, 1917-1919 - George Sheffer. 
The property was then sold to D. Lamont, who had 



Oxley and Ross Office (left) George Sharpe's Livery Stable and Angus Fraser's Blacksmith Shop (right). 

the building tom down and the material was used to 
build implement sheds on the farms of Paxton and 
Baumgarten. 

Antler River Equipment 
submitted by Bill Lawrence 

Antler River Equipment was conceived in Febru
ary 1967, when the business was purchased from 
Griffith Bros., in the uptown location. Business was 
operated from that location from 1967, until January, 
1969, when fire forced relocation from uptown, to 
the old Kaspick building (the New Holland dealer
ship). In April of 1969, the spring flood forced us out 
of that location and we temporarily operated the 
business out of the old Melita Motors building (Del
mar Neff's). In July of 1969, we moved to the present 
location south of No. 3 highway to a building erected 
by A. B. Murray. The building and the property was 
purchased and expanded, several times throughout 
the next five years. 

In 1974, the proprietorship of A. W. Lawrence 
became Antler River Equipment Ltd. The name was 
derived from the Antler Creek that runs behind the 
shop, and it coincides with the name Antler River 
School Division. In that year, an addition was made 
to the original building, expanding our service area 
providing machine shop facilities. The flood of that 
spring did not disrupt our business. 

In 1975, a new separate storage building for ma
chines and parts was started and was completed in 
1976. The flood of that year, involved dyking around 
the building, with night shift work volunteered by 
staff and good friends. This enabled us to continue 
business on a limited scale. 
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Antler River Equipment. 

In 1977-78, we built an addition, of (over 1000 
square feet), expanding our service area and a wash 
bay with special washing equipment. 

In 1978, plans were made for a branch store in 
Virden, Manitoba, and construction began in 1979. 
By April 1980, the building was completed and 
staffed. On October 23, 1980, the official opening 
was performed by Hon. James Downey cutting the 
ribbon. 

Antler River Equipment employs about twenty 
people, between the Melita and Virden businesses, 
serving an area of approximately 2800 square miles. 
Expansion plans in 1982, are being completed to give 
added shop, parts and office area. 

Elliott Farmland Equipment 
submitted by Linda Elliott 

In October of 1958, Jack Elliott purchased the 
International Harvester Company business and 
building, from Cobb Motors Ltd. of Melita. This 
building, now known as Stewart's Lumber Ltd., is 



situated on Maple Street. Prior to this, Jack Elliott 
operated the I.H.C. business in Pipestone from 1951. 

In the fall of 1966, a new building was erected on 
Government Road Allowance and was in service for 
the spring business of 1967. 

The firm of Elliott Farmland Equipment was in
corporated with Jack and son, Wayne Elliott as prin
cipals. 

John Deere Implements 
F. Warsaba Ltd. 
submitted by Frank and Ramona Warsaba 

In 1959 Frank Warsaba purchased John Deere 
Implements business from John McKinney and he 
operated that business on Front Street. Construction 
of a new building to house F. Warsaba Ltd. Melita, 
John Deere dealership, began in the fall of 1978. It is 
located one mile north of Melita on Highway 83. The 
butler steel building constructed by Smith's Lumber 
of Oxbow, Saskatchewan measures 115' x 70' in 
overall size with a service area of 70' by 55' and a 
front area of some 60' x 70' including a spacious 
showroom, parts department and offices. By July, 
1979 they moved the dealership from the Front Street 
location and the grand opening of the new facility of F. 
Warsaba Ltd. took place on July 20. The ribbon was 
cut and the building was declared open by the, then 
Agricultural Minister James Downey. In April 1982, 
the business was sold to Triple G. Implements (Dick, 
Tom and Lyle Gilson), thus ending 28 years of 
Frank's assocation with John Deere Ltd. 

* * *Kennedy Block 
Lot 10, Block 4, Plan 5 

The Carriage Shop ofR. 1. McRae and Ross was 
moved to this lot in 1899 from Lot 11, Block 7, Plan 5 
on the southeast comer of Summit and Main Street 
(across from the curling rink). The building was built 
in 1892. In 1902 it was sold to William Turner, then 
Jim McDonald, and in 1913 to Angus Fraser, a black
smith. This building was sold to A. 1. Kennedy in 
1941 and was tom down to build the implement 
warehouse for International Harvester. Mr. Fraser 
moved to the area of Russell's Electric today. 

This business was sold to Cobb's in 1956 and the 
building was renovated into two residential suites. 
Owners of the renovated block have been Percy 
Brockinton, Hector Townsend and Dick Harmon. 

Massey-Ferguson 
submitted by Bernie Murray 

During 1968 and 1969 Massey Ferguson was op
erated by Bernie Murray from the building east of the 
Palace Hotel while a new building was being built on 
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the south side of Highway No.3. Bernie operated the 
business at this new location until 1977. 

In 1977, Dwayne Murray, eldest son of Bernie 
and Rita, purchased the Massey-Ferguson business 
which he continues to run at the present time. 

* * *Massey Harris 
Lots 5-6, Block 3, Plan 5 

The Massey Harris building was built in 1892 
with J. B. Cosgrove as agent. The building was 40' x 
70'. Mr. Cosgrove left in 1904 after being associated 
with the company for 16 years. This building served 
mostly as a Massey Harris Implement business. 
Some of the agents were Syd Davis, W. J. Bower, Bill 
Graham, W. J. Edwards & Son, J. C. Boyd, Bruce 
Dobbyn and Bill Sterling. 

In later years the warehouse was used by Man
itoba Telephone System for storage. The owner, R. 
C. Murray later sold to Johnson Brothers, who sal
vaged what they could use of the material for con
struction of a new service station on the junction of 
highways 22 and 3. The dismantling of the old land
mark took place in October 1952. 

Melita Farm Equipment 
submitted by Bernie Murray 

In 1971 Bernie Murray purchased the Cock shutt 
building south of Highway No.3 from Kaspick and 
Turnbull. He sold New Holland farm machinery 
from this building until a new one was built in 1979 
on the same location. The business is presently oper
ated by Bernie and Rita. 

Peninsula Service 
submitted by Marvin Dickson 

In the spring of 1975, the building was erected by 
Marvin Dickson, adjacent to the Sunset Drive In 
Theatre. 

On June 1 Peninsula Service was opened for 
business as a small motors garage with the Arctic Cat 
snowmobile dealership. In 1980 it acquired the 
Yamaha dealership and is presently operating as 
such. 

Melita New Era 
Lot 1 and 2, Block 8, Plan 5 

Situated about twenty miles along Highway No. 
83 from the International border, and about the same 
distance along Highway No.3 from the Inter-Provin
cial border, lies the town of Melita. Its weekly news
paper, The New Era, covers the southwestern comer 
of our province. 

The New Era was not the first weekly newspaper 
in Melita. Soon after the railway reached the town, 



Enterprise, now New Era (note Opera House and Baptist Church). 

on November 26, 1891, James White established the 
Melita Enterprise. F. T. Harvey was publisher until 
his death, April 18, 1892. W. 1. Graham and son 
purchased the business May 12, 1892 and were the 
editors of it, along with 1. B. Graham in 1894. M. 
Percival Jobbins was on staff from 1908 to 1911. 

January 11, 1899 the Western Progress was started 
with editor, Robert Simpson, a former school teach
er, in the building where Dr. Kaye's office is located. 

In 1906 this newspaper's name was changed to 
The Melita Progress and Pierson Review. SUbscrip
tions sold at one dollar per year. This paper was the 
window of community life from 1906 to 1912. W. S. 
Kenner was on staff during these six years. 

In September 1915 both papers were taken over 
by Mr. Thomas Beveridge, a Presbyterian minister 
from Deloraine, and the combination resulted in the 
paper being named the New Era. 

In 1920, the newspaper went under the title of The 
Melita New Era and Napinka Herald. 

In 1921 inter-type was installed, at a cost of 
$4000. This meant no more type-setting by hand. 

In 1923, Mr. W. 1. Ketcheson (son-in-law) of Mr. 
Beveridge, took over the New Era, and its success is 
a tribute to him, over the ensuing years. Mr. Ketche
son passed away January 1, 1969, and his wife was 
owner until September 1969, at which time a part
nership of A. W. Lenz and Friesen was formed, 
September-November 1969. Under Lenz, the build
ing and business was leased until November 30, 
1971, when he purchased these and at the time of 
writing, is the owner, editor and publisher. 
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In 1974, the present editor purchased a pho
totypesetter, enabling those engaged in newspaper 
work, to set type up to 48 points, at the touch of a 
finger. In 1979, a larger and better typesetter was 
purchased called the Compugraphic Compwriter 
(IVTG). 

The old newspress was dismantled in December 
1981. Remodelling in the back and front shop was 
undertaken, as well as the enlargement of the office 
supply section. 

In February 1982, an AB Dick 17 x 22 press was 
purchased, enabling the operators to print two colors 
in one operation. The AB Dick is a big step forward 
in small offset, and is built to give full AB image, 
specially designed to give standardization paper siz
es. The main advantage is its ease of operation, new, 
easy to read symbols are used on all controls. By 
making the operator's job easier, we are able to enjoy 
the benefits of increased production. 

The new Era is printed in Brandon, Manitoba, 
and at the time of writing there are 2450 names on the 
subscription list which sell at ten dollars per year. 

The staff at the time of writing consists of A. W. 
Lenz, editor and publisher; Sandra Knight, secre
tary; Brenda Wood, press person; Kim Breemersch, 
compugraph operator and paste up; Anna Roberts, 
make up; Sherie Crepeele, compugraph operator; 
Irene Jackson, writer. 

Pharmacy in Melita 
compiled by G. D. Morrow 
Lot 25, Block 4, Plan 5 



The first drug store in Melita was started in 1891 
by Arthur Pope and was located in the Holden Block 
which was situated on the S. W. comer of Main and 
Souris Streets, where Circle M Furniture is now 
located. The building presently housing Morrow's 
Pharmacy was constructed in 1891 or 1892 for H. L. 
Elliott a general merchant who operated until 1900 
when A. Pope rented the premises as a drug store. It 
was enlarged to its present size in 1968. In 1901 the 
business and building was purchased by 1. W. (Wes) 
Hewitt who operated it until 1930. Wes Hewitt was a 
noted sportsman excelling in lacrosse and football. 
One of the lacrosse teams of which he was a member, 
has been selected for the Hall of Fame. He later made 
a name for himself as a curler, and was a fine tennis 
player and golfer. He served one term as Mayor of 
Melita, and was active in many community enter
prises. 

Harry L. Morrow purchased the business in Oc
tober 1930. Harry was a local boy who had appren
ticed under Wes Hewitt. Before returning to Melita 
he had worked as a pharmacist in Seattle, Wash
ington and British Columbia, and had owned and 
operated the drug store in Glenboro, Manitoba. The 
depression years were a difficult time to be starting 
business in Melita, but Wes Hewitt's confidence in 
the future of Melita and southwestern Manitoba con
vinced Harry Morrow to continue, and as we now 
know, this area returned to prosperity after these 
difficult years. 

Gerald D. (Gerry) Morrow, the eldest son of 
Harry Morrow, took over the management of the 
business in 1959. The business was incorporated 
under the name Morrow's Pharmacy Ltd. in 1960, 
with Harry Morrow as President and Gerry Morrow 
as Secretary-Manager. 

John M. (Jack) Morrow, the third son of Harry 
Morrow to become a pharmacist, returned to Melita 
after graduating in 1969, and became associated with 
the business at that time. 

Many apprentices and pharmacists have prac
ticed their profession in Melita. Included in this list 
are the following: 

Fred Cosgrove, who later owned and operated 
drug stores in Napinka and Gladstone. 

Harry Pollock, who later owned the drug stores in 
Napinka and Gladstone. 

Harry Pollock, who later owned the drug store in 
Shoal Lake. 

Bobby McGuire, who later operated the first 
drug store in The Pas. 

George Barker, a native son, apprenticed in 
Melita and later operated Barker's Drug Store in 
Birtle. 
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Bill Kenner, a local boy, who later followed his 
profession in Winnipeg and California. 

Percy Young came to work in Melita in 1944, and 
was here almost continuously until his death in 1962. 

Wayne Morrow, the second eldest son of Harry 
Morrow, apprenticed in the Melita store and later 
owned the drug store in Reston. Wayne is now lo
cated in British Columbia. 

Murray Davidson and Bob Clark, who now oper
ate pharmacies in Flin Flon and Lynn Lake respec
tively. 

Arnold Smielski was in Melita for a short time 
until ill health forced him to retire. 

W. P. (Bill) Whitcombe, who had owned the drug 
store in Oak Lake for many years, was here until he 
retired. 

The preceding history of pharmacy and pharma
cists in Melita is as complete as memory and avail
able records would allow. 

**(See Robinson Store) 

* * *Photography 
Melita Gallery (open Monday and Friday) was 

owned by A. M. Campbell, sold to George Davidson 
in 1892 and was open one to six days a month. Mr. 
Davidson moved to Deloraine in 1893. 

In 1900, Davidson Brothers visited for two week 
periods from Brandon, and by 1903, visits were from 
Souris. In 1908, Davidson Co. Studio was above T. 
B. Brooks' store and was open two to three days of 
every month until 1925 when the business was sold to 
W. Brown. 

Other photographers in the early years were, in 
1899, William Martel & Son who had a tent studio 
that they worked from. In 1900, Charles Pope had a 
studio next door to the Metropolitan Hotel. In 
1905-1907 F. E. Watt worked from a small building 
near the Methodist Church, and with a tent visited 
small towns around, their visits lasting two to three 
weeks at a time. In 1914 Silverdale & Nelson, out
door photographers, were in the area. 

Photographers since that time have been Louis 
De Landerville in 1961 and Doug Henton in 1966 
Henton sold to Maurice Jacobson. 

Since his time we have not had a photographer in 
Melita. 

* * *Cheyne's Plumbing and Heating 
submitted by Baldy Cheyne 

During the early years in the business of plumb
ing and heating I worked first with Filby and Sinclair. 
When Filby left, I continued with Sinclair until Jack 
sold his business to Bob Cornell of Brandon. I stayed 
with Bob until March of 1964, when I decided to try it 
on my own. 



Working alone most of the time, I plumbed many 
homes and the new addition to the Dreamland Motel, 
all the low rental homes in Melita, plus many in 
surrounding districts. As well as plumbing, I did 
furnace installations. Finally I quit the plumbing and 
furnace installations and did only service work on oil 
furnaces. My territory was a radius of 50 miles of 
Melita, some trips longer. Day or night, I never 
turned anyone down who was without heat, making 
as many as three trips a night in sub-zero weather to 
keep my people warm. 

N ow half way through 1981, I am nearing retire
ment age, and would like to wish my successor good 
luck and that he have the kindness shown to him as I 
have had. 

Miner's Plumbing and Heating 
submitted by Linda Miner 

Craig and Linda Miner and family returned to 
Melita in April 1976, starting a business in the town 
and area. 

Craig started his apprenticeship in 1967, under 
Randall Plumbing and Heating, Winnipeg. He then 
worked for Barr Repka Company Ltd., Brandon, 
doing construction and service work. In 1972, he 
received his license for plumbing and heating from 
Red River College. 
**Melita Dry Cleaners and McLeods Store 

Real Estate Deals In The Old Days 
Gordon McLaren 

In the early months of 1907 the Melita Board of 
Trade sponsored the publication of a pamphlet boom
ing "Arthur County". The advantages Southwestern 
Manitoba offered to American settlers were set forth 
in no uncertain terms. An excellent map was in
cluded. The Melita and Arthur Councils, and the 
business men of Melita all shared in the cost. 

This is the story of the men who in pioneer days 
were leading colonizers in bringing settlers into 
Southwestern Manitoba. They were; Squire Dobbyn, 
G. L. Dodds, Robert E. Denny; James Duncan, A. 
E. Cameron and John Williams. (These last three 
composed the Melita Land Co.). 

Squire Dobbyn located homesteads for settlers 
from Bruce County, Ontario in the early 1880's. 

G. L. Dodds was agent for the C.P.R. and the 
Canada Northwest Land Company. He was an effi
cient land salesman. Between 1891 and 1904 he sold a 
lot of land to resident farmers. In the early 1890's he 
spent three or four winters in Ontario boosting 
Southwestern Manitoba. He tried to interest the 
C.P.R. and the Dominion Government in a plan to 
provide ready made farms for settlers. A small house 

385 

and stable were to be built on each quarter section, 
and a small acreage broken. But his plan was never 
carried out. 

Robert E. Denny came to Melita from the United 
States in 1902. He was a spectacular operator; his 
advertising brought a good many American settlers 
into the Southwest. He introduced American meth
ods of selling farm land. Mr. Denny would take out 
an option on Mr. Farmer's land, paying a small cash 
deposit. He then found a buyer who would pay him a 
good cash payment. Denny would use the cash to 
complete the deal with Mr. Farmer and sell the land to 
the purchaser at an advanced price. 

Mr. Denny made a residential addition to Melita. 
In 1904 and 1905 he was engaged in colonizing 
C.P.R. lands in the Swift Current district of Sas
katchewan. He moved to Brandon in 1912, but did not 
lose interest in Melita. The Town Council gave him a 
franchise to supply Melita with natural gas. Mr. 
Denny made preparations for booming town lots by 
advertising "Melita Southwestern Manitoba's Oil 
and Gas Centre." But the universal western boom 
came to an end in 1913 and the Melita boom died. Mr. 
Denny was one of the go ahead types of man whose 
optimism made them attempt any kind of a develop
ment scheme. 

It was fortunate for Southwestern Manitoba and 
Melita that we had no real estate boom to collapse 
when World War I came. 

James Duncan and A. E. Cameron always owned 
farm land. In 1906 at the School Lands Sale, they 
bought several parcels. They afterwards developed 
and sold these lands to actual settlers. In 1914 Mr. 
John Williams was associated with them in the Melita 
Land Company. They advertised Southwestern farm
lands in the United States with good prospects of 
results, when the First World War came and immi
gration stopped. 

During the boom times thousands of dollars made 
by Southwestern Manitoba businessmen and farmers 
were invested in British Columbia, Alberta, Sas
katchewan and Manitoba town and city lots and prop
erty. Most of this money was simply lost and in some 
cases the investors ruined. 

In 1910 a syndicate of Melita businessmen bought 
plantation land in Mexico; but the Madero Revolu
tion broke out and the investment was a total loss. 

I have written this sketch with a personal knowl
edge whereof I write. From 1908 to 1914 I was 
engaged in selling farm lands and advertising them in 
the United States. I gained inside information how 
the real estate business was carried on in the pioneer 
days. 



* * *Carlton Cafe 
Lots 7,8,9, 10, Block 3, Plan 5 

The Carlton Cafe was actually two houses placed 
here during the 1880's. The R. M. Graham house on 
the south side was the post office from 1892 to 1912. 
The more northerly house was called the East End 
Fruit Store in 1891 owned and operated by Mrs. R. H. 
Richardson until 1901 when it sold to Miss Emble
ton. Miss Embleton died and the business became the 
New Fruit Store of Mr. R. Grant. The business sold to 
D. W. Cantlow in 1907 and to Joseph Timm in 1909 
followed by Miss Cassils. 

Ho Wing and Mark Jing sold in 1921 to W. D. 
Hoe and he sold to George Yum in 1926. In 1928 
Alex Ying purchased the business and both houses of 
R. M. Graham. He spent $10,000 in renovations and 
the Carlton Cafe came into existence. Joe and Nor
man purchased it in 1932 and operated for ten years 
until Frank and Jack Yuen took over. They closed the 
business about 1967 and the building was purchased 
and torn down by Bill Leverington in 1971. 

Minnie Reid, Francis Richardson, Roxie Richardson. 
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Ev-N-Del 
The Ev-N-Del Drive Inn was opened June 10, 

1961, by Everett and Della Barker, who built and 
operated the business until January 3,1973. It was on 
this date that the restaurant was sold to Dick and 
Renie Tingey. 

The Ev-N-Del originally opened as a drive-inn 
and coffee bar. There were stools for 10 patrons 
inside, and a large area for cars to park to be served 
by the car-hops. In February 1962 a table was added 
to increase seating to 14. The restaurant was enlarged 
in 1965 with the addition of a banquet room and 
offices. The Ev-N-Del took on a new look in 1969 
with the enlargement of the restaurant and kitchen 
facilities. On completion the new restaurant and 
drive-inn could now seat 50 people. A drive-in win
dow was opened and with it came the end of the car
hop era. The restaurant grew again in 1977. When 
construction was finished there was seating for 100 
patrons and once again private banquets could be 
held in the new banquet room. 



But with all its growing, the restaurant still main
tains a take-out service. Thus, it never lost its drive
inn origin. 

In 1981, the Ev-N-Del had its only true setback. 
On May 12 an electrical fire shut the restaurant down 
for one month. The restaurant opened on June 9, in 
time to celebrate its 20th anniversary of service to the 
public. 

At this time of writing Dick and Renie Tingey still 
own and operate the restaurant. 

The Niakwa Pizza 
submitted by Bill Critchlow 

The Niakwa Pizza is located on the access road 
beside No. 83 highway. It was built in 1975 by J. M. 
(Red) Coleman and was known as Red's Kitchen. It 
was designed as a take-out restaurant and specialized 
in broasted chicken. Because of poor health, Red 
only operated for a short period of time. In July 1976, 
William Critchlow and Norman Stewart took over 
the building and equipment, and it was leased to 
Brian Stevens. He operated basically the same as 
Red, but changed the name to The Hat Trick. 

Niakwa Pizza. 

Brian only stayed for a short time and it was then 
taken over by Doug Reynolds and Randy Penner. The 
interior was slightly remodeled, making it possible to 
eat inside. They also added pizza to the menu. Both 
Randy and Doug being school teachers, found that 
running the restaurant was too time consuming, and 
consequently it was leased to Marie Sitko of Virden 
in 1979. Marie specialized in pizzas, and the name 
was changed to The Niakwa Pizza. Marie operated a 
good, clean establishment and developed a reputa
tion for making a great pizza. 

In 1981, because of ill health, Marie turned the 
business over to the Isaac brothers from Sinclair. 
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They have continued to operate in much the same 
manner as Marie. 

At the time of writing the property is still owned 
by William Critchlow and Norman Stewart but oper
ated by Bill's daughter Shelley Tilbury as of June 
1982. 

White Owl Restaurant 
The Oasis was officially opened in February 1958 

with Ken Cobb as owner and manager. In 1971 the 
business was sold to Clark and Thelma Dunn and it 
became the Red Carpet. Pete and Jessie Cosgrove 
operated this business as The Adanac from 1975 to 
1976. The premises was closed for about nine 
months. 

In 1979 Bruce Rudneski reopened as a Texaco 
station, and an extensive addition was made to the 
north side of the building as a drive in fast food 
service. The White Owl Restaurant and service sta
tion continues to operate under Bruce's management. 
**Blossom Boutique, Corner Store, Melita Inn, Robinson 
Store. 

Scavengers 
1892 - George Halbrooke and George Boorer; 

1908 - Charles Dolling; 1928 - John Greig; 1941 
- Alex Caswell, Ed Hicks, Bob Morris and Allan 
Dobbyn. 

Melita Seed & Feed 
The Metropolitan Stable was built in 1891 by 

Wm. and Henry Porteous. The business sold to Reed 
and Hamelin the following year and the building was 
purchased by W. B. Hassett. Hassett operated it 
jointly in 1893 with McEwen who later purchased it 
and sold to Hartley who operated until he sold to 
Ainley III the 1900's. 

In 1903 E. Briggs purchased Lots 13 and 14 and 
built a solid brick building two stories high, 112 feet x 
53 feet. There was room for 68 horses. A com
modious harness room and living room were on the 
second floor. 

Seed and Feed Co. 



This livery business was taken over by 1. H. G. 
Cheyne in 1919 and sold to James Grieg in 1920, 
followed by Gordon Cheyne in 1922. The building 
was in the Briggs Estate until 1941 when it became 
town property. 

In 1942 A. M. Thompson Export Seed Co. took 
over this building and the seed business and building 
later was sold to C. P. Cook in 1961. Melita Seed and 
Feed still operates under C. P. Cook. 
**Stewarts Lumber & Supply Co. 

Sports Centre 
Mr. George Andries built a carpentry shop here 

ahout 1954 and operated from this building for al
most ten years. Then the building was purchased by 
Lonnie Cook and Alvin Haumann and became the 
Rainbow Laundromat, containing ten washers and 
five dryers. This was taken over by C. P. Cook and 
was sold to Russells in 1966. The business was 
moved across the street to Russell's new store. 

A Skidoo Shop was established in the building by 
Bill Adams & Sons in 1968 with Honda being added 
later. This business closed in 1980 and opened later 
under Harlton Enterprises. This also closed down 
after a short operation. 

The Sports Centre opened in conjunction with 
Delmar's Pro Hardware in 1981. 

Clark's T.V. and Appliance Ltd. 
submitted by Melba Snyder 
Lot 18 Block 4 Plan 5 

On March 1, 1962 Clark Snyder and his wife 
Melba (nee Wood) bought out the business of 
Clayton Griffith. This business became known as 
Clark's T.V. and Appliances Ltd. The first establish
ment was in the old "Millionaires Club Room" on 
the east side of Main Street. The building has now 
been tom down and replaced by Melita Beauty Sa
lon. 

In 1964, the business was moved to the 1. 0. O. F. 
building which was just the next door north of the 
original store. 

Most of the time, the business has been run 
entirely by the family of Clark, Melba and their sons 
Blaine and Darren. 

In 1891 the building was occupied by Bell & 
Cosgrove - Blacksmith & Implements followed by 
tenants Johnston & Thompson Implement from 
1893-1897. From 1902-1904, Braiden Hardware 
rented. The stock was sold to H. V. Morse & 
Hamelin Bros. in 1905. The building was sold to 
Robert Hartley and then to the Lo.o.F. Lodge for 
$600. Mr. Maycock rented the building in 1905-1906 
as a fruit and grocery store. In 1907 the building was 
sold and moved to the T. B. Brook lot down the street 
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(Cornish's). The new I.O.O.F. Hall was built at this 
time. Half of the building was rented by C. P. Holden 
for musical instrumentals, the other half was fruit and 
fancy goods of Miss Cassils. Late in 1909 a Mrs. 
Wickett had an ice cream parlor here. 

In 1912 the post office leased the building with S. 
G. Davis as postmaster until 1937. The customs 
office operated from the east end of the post office 
from 1912-1932. William Eyers rented the building 
for undertaking from 1939-1953. A 26' x 25' addi
tion at the back was made in 1950 by contractors 
Harry Wyatt and Buck Phair. McLeod's rented the 
building from 1953-1964 with George Bureyko as 
manager. 
**Simpson Sears and Irene's Gift Shop and Eyers Ltd. 

Strand Theatre 
Lot 17, Block 7, Plan 5 

Construction of a new movie theatre started April 
1, 1946, at an approximate cost of $15,000 less fur
nishings and equipment. The contractor was F. L. 
Dupont of St. Lazare, and Mr. Hairsine of Birtle, 
Manitoba was the owner. 

The new theatre was erected on Main Street with 
a seating capacity of 400. The building was 42' x 88' 
with living quarters 46' x 24' at the back. There is a 
basement and hot water heating system. An air con
ditioning plant was installed and became operational 
in October of the same year. This plant was used in 
colder seasons to circulate warm air throughout the 
building. 

The Star Dust Theatre was owned by Mr. Hair
sine until 1954 when he sold to Mr. Chuck Doerr, at 
which time the name was changed to "The Strand" . 

Mr. and Mrs. Kowbel purchased the theatre in 
1955. Following Mr. Kowbel's death in 1966, Mrs. 
Kowbel carred on with the operation. Bill and Pat 
Gerlock purchased the theatre in September 1977. 
Bill, Marilyn and Bob Holden took over in 1979 and 
run the Strand Theatre today. 

Waites Theatre - see history under Canadian 
Bank of Commerce 

Sunset Drive Inn Theatre 
submitted by Marvin Dickson 

In the fall of 1965, the land was purchased from 
Mr. Ted Wilson by Mr. David Gibson of Killarney 
and the same fall the foundation was laid. In the 
spring of 1966, the building and equipment was 
moved from Biggar, Sask. and erected on the site. On 
May 20 of that same year, the theatre opened with the 
movie "The Last Sunset", and on that day it was 
purchased by Marvin Dickson, who has operated the 
theatre ever since. 



Thompson's Plastics 
In the midfifties we learned of a new product 

called "polyethylene" , made in wide thin sheets that 
was waterproof, rustproof and pliable. A letter to the 
manufacturer, listed in New Jersey, was answered six 
months later containing samples and prices. 

Later we purchased a machine to weld plastic. 
Only by trial and error, did we learn how to fabricate 
the plastic into desired shapes. Liners were made for 
cisterns, tanks, ditches, dugouts one of five acres 
extent - nearly 30,000 have been delivered, mostly 
to addresses in Ontario to the Rockies and the Mid
western States from Oklahoma north. There is one in 
Addis Abba, Ethiopia, Africa and others in the 
Marshall and Carolina Islands of the Pacific Ocean. 

Containers for chemicals and explosive go to 
miners, and bags for transporting live rainbow trout, 
work well. Covers for airplane engines, while on the 
ground, are used all across the Arctic. Most recently, 
a cleverly designed decoy for duck and goose hunt
ers, has their approval. 

In 1962, we made a bin for grain, of netting for 
walls and a cone shaped plastic roof, which worked 
well but was too small. Later, we used plywood for 
walls and the plastic roof had a simple attachment 
that stopped the wind from blowing it off, even in 
sizes to 3,000 bushels of grain. In 1969, we made and 
delivered, to farmers of the west, over 7,000 such 
covers for their surplus grain. 

In the midfifties, we began to import materials 
for street decorations. (see Festival Supply Co.) 

In 1970, Harry A. Thompson bought Mr. A. M. 
Thompson's share of the business and has continued 
to enlarge production since. 

Critchlow Trucking Ltd. 
submitted by Bill and Betty Critchlow 

Critchlow Trucking Ltd. commenced operation 
in the fall of 1955 and is owned and operated by W. 
H. Critchlow. 

The business got its start when Bill bought a 1952 
truck and grain hauling business from R. V. (Bud) 
Anderson. He kept busy that winter hauling grain for 
Thompson's Export Seeds and the people of the 
surrounding area. In the spring of 1956 another truck 
was purchased and the two trucks were used to haul 
gravel, working with L. G. Henden of Pierson. Bill's 
two brothers, George and John, drove the trucks for 
the next few years, hauling grain in the winter and 
gravel during the summer. 

In 1958 one of the trucks was exchanged for a new 
one. The new one was painted red and white. This 
was the start of the colorful red and white trucks and 
over the years the color has remained exactly the 
same. 
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The brothers left in 1959, going on to other inter
ests, and Bill continued to operate the trucking busi
ness, under the name of W. H. Critchlow & Son. In 
1961, another truck and loader were added and the 
name was changed to Critchlow Trucking. 

Since its origin and up to the spring of 1963, the 
business had been operated from Bill's residence. At 
this time, land was purchased from Percy Loucks and 
a garage was built. The new garage burned down that 
summer and another one was constructed before win
ter. 

In 1964, the company expanded into redi-mix 
concrete and a concrete plant was erected. A new 
loader and two concrete trucks were also added. The 
company was now operating with six trucks and two 
loaders. There was a big demand for concrete work, 
basement digging and gravel, so in 1965, two new 
loaders and another truck were purchased. In 1967, 
because of the increasing business, three new trucks, 
mixer and loader were purchased. A new addition to 
the company was a backhoe. This was also the year 
that the company became Limited and the name was 
changed to Critchlow Trucking Ltd. 

In the spring of 1970. the gravel hauling business 
of L. G. Henden was acquired. A gravel crusher was 
also added. In 1972. the company decided to change 
from tandem gravel hauling trucks to tractors and 
semi trailers. As a result, two were purchased that 
year and more were added in the following years. 

In 1975, Bill suffered a heart attack and the redi
mix concrete portion of the business was sold to 
Roydon and Gordon Holmes. They continued to op
erate under the name of Melita Redi-Mix unti11982 
and Bill has taken over the business again. In 1976, a 
new garage and storage shed was built on the site now 
owned by Critchlow Trucking Ltd., and in 1977 the 
P. S. V. franchise, owned by Border Transfer was pur
chased. With the franchise came more trucks and 
equipment, plus headquarters in Winnipeg and Bran
don. The company were now operating 15 trucks and 
related equipment, three loaders and employed 20 

Critchlow Trucking Ltd. 1967. 



men. At the time of writing, there has been little 
change in the business operation. 

Bill has also operated a feed lot for a number of 
years. His son, Marve, worked with the company for 
some time and is presently running his own truck 
from Winnipeg to the U.S.A. 

It might be of interest to note that this is one of the 
only business establishments in Melita that is owned 
and operated by the same person for over a quarter of 
a century. 
**Stewart Lumber and Supply Co. 

Farough 1I:-ansfer 
Farough Transfer was established by Vic D. 

Farough about 1963. The name was changed to Ham
mond Transfer in 1970 and continues to operate un
der V. D. Farough. 

Wilson 1I:-ansfer 
The first trucking service in Melita was started by 

Ted Wilson in 1938. Ted held a P. S. V. (Public 
Service Vehicle) license which gave the right to carry 
freight from Winnipeg. The business was started in 
the old Massey Harris building west of the corner 
store with Dorothy Morrow as secretary. The office 
was later moved to a building on the present lumber 
storage area of Stewarts Lumber & Supply. Ted sold 
the business to his brother Harry about 1945 and he in 
turn sold to Johnson Brothers in 1947. 

In 1953 the name was changed to Silver Line 
Truck Service under Andy E. Johnson. The name 
was changed again in 1965 to Border Transport when 
the business was purchased by Verne Bilton. This 
business sold to Critchlow Trucking in 1977, and 
continues to operate under their name. 

Napinka 
The following appeared as an article by Bert 

McKay, Sun correspondent, in the "Westman" pub
lished by The Brandon Sun, Thursday, April 26, 
1979, and is included here with his kind permission. 

"Napinka's pioneers had a fever for flour 
mills" 

"About 90 years ago Napinka needed a baker, but 
the councillors thought the booming village also 
needed something grander than that. . . its very own 
grist mill. 

"Pioneer settlements all across the West had a 
fever for flour mills, and each place tried to outdo the 
other, in bribing a mill to establish. Five thousand 
dollars seemed to be about the average bonus of
fered, and Napinka was going that far at least in 1892. 

"Some shifty mill operators moved into a town, 
started a mill, collected the bonus offered, and then 
vamoosed. 
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"Anyway, in 1892 Napinka was really a boom 
town and had visions of a railway city in the future. 
The Dominion Illustrated, a well-known pictorial 
magazine of the past century, carried a story that year 
about N apinka . . . 

"N apinka, the junction of the Pembina Mountain 
and Souris branches of the CPR is flourishing. Two 
express trains and two freight trains arrive every 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, and the 'mixed' 
from the West comes in on the same night, which will 
establish Napinka as a railroad centre. 

"The first building in Napinka was built just 
before the rails were laid that far, in July of 1891, and 
just before the town site was surveyed. During the 
first six months of its history it was quiet and unpre
tentious, its citizens feeling that its natural resources 
and geographical position would ensure a steady and 
healthy growth of the village, consequently they did 
not boom or overrate the prospects. 

"Since July 1 of1892 , when the Deloraine branch 
was connected with the Brandon-Souris Branch, 
Napinka has been selected as a divisional point, from 
which all trains are run on the Pembina Mountain, 
Southwestern and Napinka-Estevan divisions. 

"A substantial engine house has been built 
(which has been found to be too small), a coal shed 
with a capacity of a thousand tons is being erected, 
and several miles of side track, and the 'y' have been 
laid. 

"There are two general stores, three hardware 
stores, two butcher shops, one flour and feed store, 
one watchmaker, two dressmakers, builders, coal 
and wood dealers, one elevator, two lumber yards, a 
drug store and a barber shop established. A good 
bridge has been built across the Souris river, and 
altogether Napinka is one of the busiest places in 
Manitoba. 

"There is room for a large hotel, and a baker is 
needed worse than any other business . . . unless it 
be a grist mill. A petition is now before the council, 
asking a by-law be submitted to ask the electors to 
raise $5,000 for a 125 barrel mill." 

"Before the turn of the century N apinka had the 
following persons and firms listed in the Manitoba 
Directory. 

"D. H. Cosgrove, auctioneer; W. R. Cosgrove, 
druggist; Edward DeBecker, section foreman; De
Witt Brothers, hardware, lumber, furniture and coal; 
Dominion elevator with Bill Forbes as buyer; L. W. 
Eaton, boarding house; The Georgia Boarding 
House with Miss M. Hafermehl as proprietor; W. G. 
Gibson Implements; and B. V. Glauser as painter and 
decorator. 

"Thomas Graham was the blacksmith, George 
H. Hall the butcher, Dr. McGee physician; Hamelin 



Brothers as general store keepers, and Hughes Broth
ers as hardwaremen. 

"1. Briggs was buyer for the Imperial Elevator, 
Alex Patterson, proprietor of the Leland Hotel; John 
McKenzie, was the contractor, Charles Menzies the 
cafe operator, Frank Merritt, carpenter and builder, 
and D. H. Morrison the livery and feed stable owner. 
Mr. Jardine, was manager of the Merchants Bank 
branch in Napinka, George Herity manager of the 
'Napinka Opera House', and H. 1. Quinn publisher 
of the weekly newspaper, 'The New Century' . 

A further description of businesses in Napinka at 
that time is taken from "Pioneer Days of Napinka 
and Rambling History from 1881-1930" written by 
Agnes Yeomans Cosgrove: 

"Major Cates had a store partly built when the 
first train pulled into Napinka. Titus & Son soon had 
a hardware store in operation and A. E. Slater a 
lumber yard. Mr. Phinney built the Russel Hotel, Dr. 
Snyder a drug store, which still stands remodelled 
and enlarged into the 'Bake Shop'. McGregor and 
McBean built the Post Office building which later 
was a general store, G. Hall the butcher shop; T. W. 
Graham the blacksmith shop; The hall above was 
used by the different churches for service. The Mas
sey office was originally the McKay dressmaking 
shop ... there was a Chinese laundry, and Mr. 1. E. 
Gaudin had a lumber yard ... S. A. Armstrong was 
first owner of the East End lumber yard; . . . Dave 
McBeah had the Webb Store; Jim Burnett the Pool 
Room; and W. Dandy and Mr. Allison the livery barn 
next to the bakery . . . the Presbyterian church was 
built in 1895 ... the Methodists in 1899, and the 
Anglican a few years later. " 

A further list of businesses up to the present was 
submitted by Elsie Green: 

CPR Station Agents: A. 1. Kraft; G. Fraser; Har
ris; S. Fonger; Jack Corbett; A. Corbett. 

Draymen: Ebor Rose; Dave Lee; Jim Lee; Bill 
Yeomans; K. Baker; W. Poast; Frank Bell. 

Postmasters: 1. Yeomans (1884-1892); A. Cates 
(1892-1901); A. E. Slater (1901-1930); G. Reith 
(1930-1957); and C. Richardson (1957-1982). 

Decorator: George Whittaker. 
Merchants: N. Pickard; Fred Newberry; Jack 

Elsey; Gid Moore; Arnold Elsey; G. E. Bulloch; F. 
Gamache; Fred Morris; Jack Hartley (hardware); R. 
1. Webb; Milt Houck. 

Shoemakers: H. Easter; W. Punda; Charlie Sus
sums; F. Ball. 

Hotels: W. Mayer; Sam McBride; Bailey. 
Cafe: Chong Wee; Roy Lamont; C. A. Jones; 

Bob Trotter; Cliff and Mary Warwick; Winnie Salm
on and Bob Rawlinson; Charline Wilson, Lome and 
Margaret Bodkin. 
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Machine Shops: T. Taylor (blacksmith); John 
Klassen; Mr. Nichol; D. Sisetski. 

Garages: Chester McDonald; Jack Ball; Dave 
Cosgrove and Bob Cosgrove; E. Green; (George 
Bruce); Willard Cosgrove; 1. D. Imperial Oil; Fred 
Ball; Fred Fonger; F. Fowler; Murray Green; Gordon 
Pickering; Bill Gibson. 

Oil Agents: W. Cosgrove; M. Green; Ken Bugg. 
Co-op Store: Charlie Graham; Jim McMurray. 
Drug Store: W. R. Cosgrove. 
Bank of Montreal: Plat; 1. Wright. 
Barber and Poolroom: Bill Ronaghan; Marshall; 

M. Bordun; Leo Marchand; Frank Coomber; Joe 
Thompson. 

Lumber Yard: Joe Thompson and McKenzie; E. 
Breen; De Witt. 

Grain Elevators: Pool; Ogilvie; Wylie Lowe 
(Federal). 

Elevator Managers: Jack Henry: Gerald Henry; 
Roy Lamont; K. Watts; Bill Pritchard; George 
Levins; L. A. Green; Pat Sparrow; Bill Yeomans; 
Norman Craig; George Sussums. 

The Village of N apinka was incorporated May 
28,1908. The officers at that time were: Mayor A. E. 
Slater; Secretary W. R. Cosgrove; Councillors Alex 
McBain, Thomas Graham, D. G. Morrison and 
Rufus Cates. Mr. E. Elsey served as secretary from 
1961 to 1972, and Carl Richardson since that time has 
held this position. The following is a list of the 
mayors of the Village of Napinka: 
1908-1910 A. E. Slater 1933-1938 
1910-1912 R. Cates 1939-1943 
1913- 1. Burnett 1944-
1914-1916 A. E. Slater 1945-1948 
1917-1920 F. Tweedley 1949-1954 
1920-1922 R.1. Webb 1955-1961 
1923-1924 1. Anderson 1962·1966 
1925-1926 R. 1. Ronaghan 1967-1968 
1927-1928 1. Burnett 1969-1972 
1929-1930 G. Reith 1973-1975 
1931- 1. Elsey 1976-1978 
1932- N. Pichard 1979-1980 
and a list of the Councillors: 
Councillors 

H. M. Houck 
T. A. Taylor 
N.Pickard 
H. M. Houck 
R. R. Lamont 
L. A. Green 
R. R. Lamont 
C. W. Graham 
C. M. Richardson 
W. E. Yeomans 
K. Burtle 
L. A. Green 

1908 A. McBain, D. Morrison, T. Graham, R. Cates 
1909 F. Newberry, D. Morrison, T. Graham, R. Cates 
1910 Dunning, Dewitt, T. Graham, Gibson 
1911 Fallis, Baskier, 1. Burnett, Gibson 
1914 G. Reith, T. DeWitt, McHattie, Ronaghan 
1915 G. Reith, T. DeWitt, Tweedley, Ronaghan 
1917 G. Reith, A. Slater, Bruce, Ronaghan 
1919 Anderson, D. Lee, J. Ball, L. Cleghorn 
1921 T. Graham, D. Lee, M. Houck, G. Reith 
1923 T. DeWitt, G. Reith, E. Green, G. Whittaker 
1925 J. Burnett, G. Reith, M. Houck, G. Whittaker 
1927 Ronaghan, G. Reith, 1. Elsey, M. Houck 
1929 Gordon, 1. Elsey, Ronaghan, G. Bridgen 
1931 M. Houck, T. Larway, W. Cosgrove, Gordon 
1935 G. Reith, Sine, N. Pickard, 1. Ball 
1937 G. Reith, Sine, N. Pickard, T. Taylor 
1939 S. McBride, Sine, N. Pickard, M. Houck 
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1941 Koski, Sine, N. Pickard, M. Houck 
1943 L. Nailes, Sine, N. Pickard, 1. Ball 
1945 G. Reith, N. Pickard, R. Lamont, W. Cosgrove 
1947 G. Reith, N. Pickard, R. Lamont, W. Cosgrove 
1951 F. Lindbloom, A. Baskier, S. Gould, O. Bugg 
1953 F. Lindbloom, 1. Holden, S. Gould, R. Lamont 
1955 F. Lindbloom, 1. Holden, S. Gould, R. Lamont 
1957 F. Lindbloom, 1. Holden, S. Gould, R. Lamont 
1959 F. Lindbloom, C. Graham, S. Gould, R. Lamont 
1962 M. Green, C. Richardson, W. Yeomans, C. Graham 

1965 M. Green, C. Richardson, W. Yeomans, C. Graham 
1967 M. Green, C. Richardson, W. Yeomans, V. Pue 
1969 K. Burtle, C. Richardson, W. Yeomans, F. Gamache 
1974 K. Burtle, C. McCallum, C. Vinck, H. Bloomfield 
1975 R. Crepeele, W. Warren, C. Vinck, H. Bloomfield 
1978 R. Lamport, E. Line, D. Davis, F. Sturch 
1979 R. Lamport, E. Line, D. Davis, F. Sturch 
1981 L. Gould, E. Line, D. Davis, E. Ratcliffe 
1982 L. Gould, E. Line, D. Davis, E. Ratcliffe 

Napinka L-R, Back: Philip Lindbloom, Gordon Brigden, Barry Brigden, Barry Hutchins, Don Farmer. Murray Foster, Richard Bodkin. 
Middle Row: Marilyn Radcliffe. Ilene Radcliffe, Candice Brigden, Sheila Bugg. Susan Martin, Donna Radcliffe. Front: Kay Gould, 
Linda Shields, Melodie Gould, Susan Ball, Teena Elliott. Kathy Davis, teacher Fran Oliver. 

Back Row, L-R: Debbie Bloomfield, Cheryl Brigden, David Green. Glen Bugg, Phillip Lindbloom. Judy Carr, Bradley Hutchins, Lori 
and Linda Brigden (twins). Front Row: Sandra Farmer. Greg Hall, Russell Radcliffe, Wayne Hall, Richard Ball, Jeff Bugg, Holly 
Jordan, teacher Fran Oliver. 
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Transportation 
Bus Service 

In March of 1929 a license had been granted to a 
Winnipeg concern to operate a bus service from 
Brandon, through Virden to Melita and possibly 
Winnipeg. According to Mr. Ramsey of The Royal 
Transfer Co. of Winnipeg, the bus was to leave Bran
don at 7 a.m. and arrive in Westhope in the early 
afternoon, to meet the Minot-Rolla bus connection. 
This daily service would go through Melita twice 
daily - a large and comfortable 15 passenger car. 

This bus broke an axle on the Antler Hill on its 
initial trip, and no further mention of bus service to 
the area was mentioned in the papers until 1935, at 
which time "many applications had been received 
for bus service." 

In March 1938, Skuse Bus Service had resumed 
daily service between Brandon and Melita. Service 
was discontinued at Christmas due to road condi
tions. Art Jenkins was the bus driver. In 1940, it was 
May before bus service resumed. Mr. Art Skuse was 
the manager, and the route was now Brandon to 
Pierson and return to Brandon the following morn
ing, leaving Melita at 6:30 a.m. and arriving at 9:35 
p.m. 

Greyhound Lines 
In March 1946, Greyhound Lines resumed their 

service to Melita from Winnipeg via Brandon, Souris 
and Deloraine. This area had not been serviced by 
Greyhound since 1942. The bus terminal was estab
lished at the A. 1. Kennedy office on Front Street and 
garage accommodations were at Hodgins Motors. In 
1951 Dave Snitka had the Greyhound agency at the 
Palace Hotel. Special mid-week fares in November 
1953 were advertised: round trip Brandon to Melita; 
Souris .85¢, Hartney $1.40, Deloraine -
$2.20, Medora - $2.20, Melita - $2.20. 

In 1971 the new bus depot was Galaxy Lanes 
Bowling Alley on Main Street. 

At the present time, 1982, the Greyhound runs a 
daily service, except Wednesday, under Webb Lines, 
leaving Melita about 9:00 a.m. and returning at 8:30 
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p.m. Connections are made in Brandon to go on to 
Winnipeg. 

The depot has been at the Ev-N-Del Restaurant 
since the sixties, and the bus has been housed many 
years in Murray's Garage. Fare one way to Brandon 
today is $7.80. 

Some drivers have been Jack Kaufman, Fred 
Shore, Art Honeard, Pete Dell and Truman Costello 
at present. 

Grey Goose 
Grey Goose Bus Lines began servicing Melita 

June 6, 1966 - Estevan to Winnipeg - leaving 
Winnipeg at 11:00 a.m., operating No.3 Highway to 
Deloraine, Goodlands, Waskada and Coulter on 
Highway 83 to the junction and to Estevan, Weyburn 
and Regina by 9:00 p.m. Owing to Greyhound fran
chise on No.3 Highway between Deloraine and 
Melita the new service is not allowed to operate on 
this route. In 1970 the route changed from Hartney to 
Deloraine and Medora and Melita via Highway No. 's 
23,21 and 3. 

In 1982 the Grey Goose leaves Melita daily at 
6:30 a.m. for Winnipeg, returning at 11:30 p.m. The 
Grey Goose also services a route from Winnipeg 
arriving in Melita at 4:35 p.m. and then on to Gains
borough, Saskatchewan, returning to Melita to leave 
at 6:30 p.m. for Winnipeg. 

The Grey Goose bus depot has always been at the 
Ev-N-Del Restaurant. 

The C.P.R. 
Of the many problems facing the early settlers 

coming to Manitoba in the late 1870's and 1880's, one 
of the most important was access, within a reason
able distance, to transportation. This was vital to an 
agricultural economy, both as a means of getting their 
produce to market, also for receiving the supplies 
they needed to carryon their farming operations. 
Among these supplies were lumber, machinery, coal, 
and food that was not produced locally, as well as 
mail and transportation for people. 



Melita 1891 (note C.P.A. grade ready for rails). 

When the C.P.R. received their charter to build 
the transcontinental line, one of the provisions of the 
charter was that the C.P.R. would have a monopoly 
on the building of branch lines for 50 miles on either 
side of their main line. It is not hard to understand 
that this was of great value to the C.P.R. in raising 
capital to build the lines. However, it had some other 
effects as well. When the C.P.R. did not have to 
worry about competition from other railway com
panies in building these branch lines and with the 
land grants they received with their charter, they were 
able to take their time about building them. Also 
because of the land grants they could make sure the 
new townsites were located on land they owned, 
without regard to previously established settlements. 

These factors all came into play in obtaining rail 
transportation for this section of Manitoba. 

The first permanent settlers came into this area, 
either by following what was known as the Commis
sion Trail or overland from Brandon when the rail
way reached there in 1882. (see second paragraph of 
"Early Settlement and Townsites along the Souris 
River, By H. H. Saunderson" reo Commission Trail) 

Some pioneer accounts, particularly from further 
west than Melita, speak of hauling their grain to 
Brandon on horse drawn sleighs but from this imme
diate area the grain was hauled to Virden from 1882 to 
1886. In 1886 the railway reached Deloraine and the 
grain, from at least the southern part of this region, 
was hauled to Deloraine. 

It was expected that Southwestern Manitoba 
would be served by an extension of the line from 
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Deloraine to the Saskatchewan border, or the District 
of Assiniboine, as it was then known. The fact that 
there were large deposits oflignite coal in the vicinity 
of what is now Estevan, Saskatchewan and as there 
was a market for this coal further east as well as 
locally, a branch line was started from Kemnay, west 
of Brandon, on the main line running southwesterly 
to Souris, Hartney, Melita and on to Estevan. 

There are some differences in the accounts of 
when the railway reached Melita. Norman Wright 
who researched the opening of Southwest Manitoba 
for his book "In View of Turtle Hill" gives the date as 
1892. A Melita paper recorded a Monteith to Melita 
train June 14th, 1891. Probably regular scheduled 
service did not start till 1892. The extension of the 
line from Deloraine to Napinka was also completed 
in 1892. 

One of the features of the building of the line to 
Melita, was that parts of the right of way were subject 
to flooding in the spring from the Souris River and 
that a good bridge had to be built across the Souris 
River. A high grade was built over the low-lying flats 
and as this work was done with horse drawn scrapers 
it was a time consuming job. Apparently a temporary 
wooden bridge was built over the Souris River. It was 
replaced by a permanent bridge constructed of ce
ment piers and steel top. This bridge was completed 
on February 19th, 1905. It was built in three spans at a 
cost of $75 ,000 but is still in excellent condition. The 
first station was completed in January, 1892. A 
roundhouse was built at Melita in 1893 but was later 
moved to Napinka to service the locomotives on the 



First CPR bridge 1892. 

C.P.A. water supply Melita. 
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Napinka to Winnipeg line, via Deloraine, Boisse
vain, etc. 

As all the locomotives were steam powered at that 
time, a supply of good clean water was essential. The 
water tanks or towers, were located at 50-60 mile 
intervals along the tracks. The first one for this area 
was located at Elva, but as there was an inadequate 
water supply there the tank was located just west of 
the Melita station. A pump house was located at the 
river, approximately a half mile away, with an under
ground pipeline to the water tank. The C.P.R. 
granted the town the privilege of using water from 



CPR section house at Melita. 

this tank for fire fighting within the town. They also 
entered into an agreement with the Melita Flour Mill 
which was powered by steam. The Mill operated the 
first town local electric light plant (before Provincial 
hydro power was available), with their steam equip
ment. This agreement allowed the water from the 
tank to be used by the mill for their operations in 
return for looking after keeping the tank supplied 
with water. 

The first station was destroyed by fire, March 9, 
1916. Two old freight cars were used as a station until 
a new station could be built. The new station, com
plete with living quarters, and a good sized freight 
shed was completed by December 15, 1916. 

Another important facility connected with the 
railway was the telegraph system. The telegraph was 
required by the railway in their own operations but 
was also available to the public for the transmission 
of messages and business transactions. The first tele
graph line was completed almost to Gainsborough by 
December, 1891. An even more important service to 
the general public from the coming of rail service till 
the discontinuance of passenger services on most 
lines was the mail service. Special mail cars were 
attached to each passenger train. The incoming mail 
was dropped off at each station and the outgoing mail 
picked up. A mail carrier carried the mail from the 
post office to the train and the incoming mail back to 
the post office in special canvas sacks, where it was 
sorted. 

Before travel by automobile became so common, 
another service provided by the railway in addition to 
their regular passenger service was the "Excursion 
Train" . These trains were for transporting large num
bers of people to specific events. For some, one day 
events or a one day stay at longer events the trains 
usually started early in the morning, picking up pas
sengers at each station along the way to the event 
such as the Provincial Exhibition, in Brandon or 
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other special events where large numbers of people 
were bound to a common destination, usually return
ing late the same day, much as chartered buses do 
now. 

Passenger service was gradually improved over 
the years with more comfortable cars, better locomo
tives, improved schedules, etc. Then as far as pas
senger service was concerned changes began to take 
place. Travel by air became common, improved 
highways, for cars and buses cut into the use of rail 
passenger services severely. With the possible excep
tion of the main lines there was not enough passenger 
traffic to warrant continuing the service and it was 
gradually withdrawn from service. The mail service 
for local distribution was taken over by trucks and 
airplanes. The express freight service which had 
been an important revenue source for passenger 
trains was taken over by the C.P.R. Truck Service. 
Locally C.P.R. Truck service was inaugurated April 
18, 1946. 

The freight service underwent great changes fol
lowing World War II. The railway converted from 
steam to diesel powered locomotives, which in itself 
made many changes necessary. The abolition of coal 
docks, water tanks, and repair shops were some of 
the changes. Heavier rails were laid, large tanker 
type cars for transporting grain and other bulk type 
freight replaced wooden box cars. Piggyback cars for 
handling container boxes, transferable from truck to 
flat car and back to truck on arrival at destination for 
delivery to the door of the consignee is but one of the 
changes in transportation in recent times. Along with 
this went the abandonment of many branch lines that 
had become unprofitable. 

The elimination of local stations, station agents 
and passenger service made the railway much more 
remote from the public, particularly in the smaller 
centres. In earlier days, station agents and their as
sistants were known to everyone in the community, 
and many of the people engaged in the operation of 
the trains, when they operated on the same line for 
several years, became well known to people living in 



the points they served. Among those engaged in the 
operation of the trains that come to mind are con
ducters for many years on the Brandon to Estevan 
passenger trains Mr. Bob Smith and Mr. Marsh Gam
mon, Mr. Elmer Rye, later a passenger conducter and 
Mr. Web Mayne were conducters on the way freights 
("way freight" is explained at end of story) operating 
between Souris and Oxbow which was the freight 
division. People in town, particularly young people 
not employed, liked to go to the station to meet the 
4:30 P.M. train from the east, mainly to see what 
passengers arrived or departed, then they trooped up 
to the Post Office to wait for the mail, that had arrived 
on the train, to be sorted, sometimes to the an
noyance of Post Master Sid Davis if they became 
noisy. 

Among the station agents over the years were first 
Mr. E. R. Redpath 1891 to 1901,1901 to 1916 Mr. E. 
B. Lauglin, 1916 to 1918 Mr. Hugh Fraser, 1918 to 
1922 Mr. Willie Mann, 1922 to 1940 Mr. H. M. 
Smith. Following Mr. Smith the exact dates are un
certain but there were Mr. McFarlane and Mr. Joyce. 
Then Mr. Arthur G. Wilson and from 1961 to 1971 
Mr. Keith Thompson. The station was closed August 
23rd, 1971 and later sold and moved. The little 
C.P.R. park at the north side of the station and at the 
foot of Main Street is still maintained by the town. 
Some of the assistant agents over the years were Mr. 
Percy Willis, Mr. Clyde Laughlin, son of former 
agent E. B. Laughlin, Mr. Beecher King and Miss 
Margaret Waite. There were probably others who 
served for short periods of time but the people men
tioned served for several years and were well known 
in the community. Among the maintenance of way, 
or section men, who served for a long time locally, 
were Mr. Anthony Kwolek and Mr. Thomas Quane. 

An era in transportation has passed. The com
munity is still dependent on the railway for its com
merce and welfare, but in a changed capacity from 
the early years of settlement. 

* A way freight stopped at every station - the 
route in this area was Brandon to Estevan. One round 
trip was made each week, westbound one day and 
eastbound the next. This was a cheaper but also 
slower way to send less than boxcar loads. Usually 
awkward or heavy items (e.g. washing machines) 
were shipped. 

Roads and Highways 
One of the first requirements of the first settlers 

coming to the area, even before railroads was roads 
to get grain to market to obtain supplies, heating fuel 
and other commodities not produced on the farm. 

A few of the earliest settlers had to obtain their 
supplies from Brandon but with the extension of the 
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C.P.R. to Virden it became the marketing centre for 
this area of Manitoba until the coming of the railroad 
to Deloraine. 

Most of the grain was hauled to market in the 
winter time on sleighs pulled by either horses or 
oxen, when the ground, rivers, creeks and sloughs 
were frozen. 

Improved roads were more required in the sum
mer, when getting across rivers and creeks was a big 
problem. The main motive power was horses and the 
so called "Prairie Trail" served with a minimum of 
upkeep the horse drawn wagons and buggies. To 
cross the rivers there were a number of fords estab
lished where the rivers and creeks were shallow, and 
in time of high water ferrys conveyed loads across the 
swollen streams. Long detours for travellers were 
often required to get across these streams so when the 
municipality was formed the demand was greater for 
bridges than for improved roads. 

The municipalities responded by building 
bridges of lumber with wooden piles as underpinning 
driven into the ground with pile drivers. The bridges 
were very narrow but served their purpose for horse 
drawn equipment. The earliest Prairie Trails did not 
always follow the surveyed road allowances but were 
apt to angle across sections to cut down on the dis
tance to be travelled or to avoid sloughs or other 
obstacles. As the land was taken up by settlers and 
brought under cultivation the prairie trails were 
forced to keep to the surveyed road allowances, and 
some of the road problems avoided earlier had to be 
faced. 

While I do not believe the so called "Statute 
Labor" as practiced in eastern Canada earlier was, 
ever compulsory in Arthur Municipality, it was prac
ticed on a voluntary basis, whereby rather than pay 
through taxes for road improvements, a farmer could 
pay his road tax by supplying the horses and man
power to build and repair roads adjacent to his land. 
The Municipality supplied the horse drawn equip
ment. Prior to the coming of motorized traffic this 
work usually consisted of grading sloughs and in
stalling usually wooden culverts, or removing brush, 
trees or stones from the road allowances. The earth 
moving was usually done with Fresno scrapers pulled 
by a four horse team. This was the most common 
equipment used in building prairie roads for several 
years, even the first provincial highways in this area 
were built in this manner. 

From about 1912 on motorized traffic increased 
very rapidly, first with passenger cars and later with 
trucks. This brought about demand for a better class 
of roads, particularly the main roads leading to the 
towns and between towns. The wish to have roads 
kept open for motor travel in winter, caused a whole 



Road building early 1920's with elevating grader. 

new concept of road requirements and responsibility 
for building and maintaining these roads. The local 
municipalities were relieved to some extent of the 
total cost of the more heavily travelled roads leading 
to the towns by designating these roads as market 
roads. The province paid 60% of the cost of building 
and maintenance. Standards were set for their con
struction, maintenance and regular inspection by 
government road engineers. Thus these graded grav
elled roads of a standard width qualified for the 
provincial grant. This program was started about 
1922 and carried on until about 1970 when the 
province took over total responsibility for most of 
these Market Roads and they were then designated as 
"Provincial Roads." The main roads in this system 
are being gradually improved and hard surfaced. 

Immediately following the second World War 
road building equipment had become motorized and 
some municipalities purchased their own road build
ing equipment as well as motorized maintenance 
equipment. Other municipalities contracted their 
road construction but had their own motorized main
tenance equipment, that could also be used for lighter 
construction jobs. Arthur Municipality followed the 
latter course with many of the roads being built with 
elevating graders. This type of construction was eco
nomical, but its main drawback was that it left 
straight edged ditches that trapped the snow. The 
municipality has now backsloped many of these 
ditches with their maintenance graders so more of the 
snow is blown away. The objective of every farm 
having access to a graded gravelled road was reached 
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in the 1950's in Arthur municipality with a few ex
ceptions. 

In the early 1920's the Manitoba government 
announced a program of Trunk Highways to be built 
in Manitoba to carry Manitoba and Interprovincial 
traffic. Highways 1, 2 and 3 running east and west 
and Highways 22 running north and south were of 
direct interest to southwestern Manitoba. Highway 
No.1 was later incorporated into the Trans Canada 
Highway system with the federal government shar
ing in the construction costs. This highway paralleled 
the main line of the C.P.R. across Manitoba, Virden 
being this area's closest contact with number one 
highway. 

In 1925 and 1926 contracts were let for the build
ing of sections of a highway running north and south 
from Number one at Virden to become a link in an 
International Highway, joining highways in Canada 
and the United States. This was to be known as 
Highway 22. In 1925 Mr. Olive of Oak Lake obtained 
the contract to build six miles north from the present 
junction of 3 and 83 directly north between ranges 26 
and 27 to the northern boundary of Arthur Munic
ipality. Eventually the road ran east for a mile before 
linking up with the construction coming south from 
Virden and about one mile west of the town of 
Pipestone. At Melita the highway took a tum to the 
west along Front street, continuing straight west for 
three miles before turning south toward the American 
border. Mr. Huish of Gainsborough had the contract 
for the three miles west of Melita. Whether he built 
the section south to the correction line is not known. 



In June of 1927 tenders were called for the con
struction of the twelve miles from the correction line 
south to the American boundary. This was the final 
link in the Westhope, Melita, Virden section of this 
International Highway. In 1926 the State of North 
Dakota with assistance from their Federal Govern
ment built the twelve miles to the Canadian border to 
link the two Highways. This was the first time the 
American Federal Government shared in a project to 
be built to the International border for the express 
purpose of linking up with a Canadian Highway. All 
this construction was done with horses and scrapers, 
with the exception of the last 12 miles to the border in 
1928. It was noted that the Western Construction Co. 
who had the contract were using elevating graders 
and other modem motorized equipment but there 
were also 72 horses included in this contractor's 
equipment. In December 1927, it was noted that 200 
teams of horses and six trucks were engaged in grav
elling between Melita and the Saskatchewan border 
along No. 24 Highway which was the number given 
to the Highway running from the correction line, 
west through Pierson to the Saskatchewan border. 

While this road construction and gravelling was 
going on, the old wooden bridges along the Highway 
routes were being replaced by concrete bridges and 
some of the larger ones by treated timber bridges. 

The maintenance of the gravel surface of the 
Highways was carried on by patrolling the roads with 
a light blade grader drawn by horses. The gravel was 
moved one way across the width of the highway and 
moved back on the return trip. This kept the gravel in 
a loose condition and prevented the roads from be
coming rutted from traffic over the same portion of 
the highway width. While this method of mainte
nance kept a smooth surface, the constant moving of 
the gravel surface caused it to become very dusty. In 
order to overcome this hazard, oil was applied to the 
gravel. This kept the dust down, but the oiled surface 
would crack in places and be gradually eroded giving 
a pot hole effect, which was very hard on tires and 
other car parts as well as rough riding. This led to a 
gradual rebuilding and widening of the highways and 
surfacing with a bituminous hard top. 

Almost as soon as the concept of Highway 22 
becoming an International Highway, Chambers of 
Commerce and Boards of Trade along the route, 
began to organize to attract tourists by advertising 
attractions that were accessable by travelling this 
route. In February of 1930 the Melita Board of Trade 
appointed a committee composed of Messers A. B. 
Estlin, Dave Lamont and W. D. Ketcheson to pro
mote the Highway and this district. One of the pro
jects was the erection of a large sign at the 
International boundary. Twenty two highway even-
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tually reached from the International border on the 
Canadian side to Swan River where it merges with 
Number Ten Highway and proceeds north to Flin 
Flon. On the American side it stretches from our 
International border to the International Border of 
Mexico. 

One of the ambitions of the Committee's promo
tion was to have a common designated number for 
the entire length of the route. Eighty-three was the 
number decided on. This is now an accomplished 
fact. In Manitoba the number change from 22 to 83 
became effective in the early 1950's. When the high
way was rebuilt in preparation for hard surfacing, 
there was some rerouting done in the Melita Arthur 
area. Instead of turning west along Front Street in 
Melita, in proceeded across the railroad tracks to a 
junction with no. 3 Highway at the top of township 
three. It then proceeded in a southwesterly direction 
parallel to the railway for approximately three miles 
where it rejoined the old north-south route. 

North of Melita instead of proceeding straight 
north for six miles, it turned east one mile north of its 
junction with NO.3 for one mile, then turned north 
until it linked up again with the old route proceeding 
north. 

Trunk Highway No.3 and Provincial Road No. 
251 are the two highways that serve Melita and 
Arthur municipality from east to west. 

Unlike Highway 83 there was a good deal oflocal 
controversy over these roads as to the route that 
should be followed. When the Highway reached De
loraine from the east, the southern part of Arthur 
Municipality and the town of Pierson assumed that it 
would proceed west along the correction line to link 
up with highway No. 24, continuing through Pierson 
to the Saskatchewan border. However the Highways 
department decided, as the C.P.R. had many years 
before, to route the road north and west from Delo
raine to Medora and Melita then west and south on 83 
to the correction line and west again on 24. This 
routing brought the Highway right through Medora 
and within four miles of N apinka and passed imme
diately south of Melita. Goodlands had fairly close 
access to Highway No. 21, which was a North south 
Highway but Waskada, Coulter and Lyleton were 
several miles from access to an east west Highway. 
Pierson had to follow a roundabout way, if they 
wished to travel further east on number 3, par
ticularly to go to Deloraine where many from this 
southern section went for medical and hospital ser
vices. As late as 1958 petitions were being circulated 
to have the route changed to proceed straight west 
along the correction line. The government decided to 
leave the routing as it was but promised to build a sort 
of secondary Highway south of the correction line 



which would follow a route just north of Goodlands, 
Waskada then turning south for a few miles, then 
west again through Coulter and west to Lyleton. This 
was done eventually and when the system of Provin
cial roads came into force this road became known as 
Provincial Road No. 251. This was probably the best 
way to give all sections of the area close access to all 
weather roads. An earlier start had been made to give 
the Lyleton and Coulter areas a road outlet to the east 
across the Souris river valley. In 1931 a cement bridge 
was built across the Souris river east of Coulter as a 
winter works project during the depression. James 
Robertson and 1. 1. Morrow had the contract and local 
labor was employed to do the work. This road was 
used until the 1960's when a new route was selected 
for 251 south of the original road and a bridge built at 
the new location. The Town of Melita and the Munic
ipality of Arthur are both well served by a good 
network of Municipal roads, Provincial Roads and 
hard top Highways, that are kept open the year 
round. 

The Highway's Branch now has an office in 
Melita manned by engineers, foremen and crews that 
are responsible for maintaining and supervising the 
work on the Highways and Provincial roads. The 
Town and Municipality have modern equipment and 
operators to maintain the municipal road system. 

Bennett Buggy. 
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Bracken Buggy - Aida Kirkup and Doreen Coates. 

School transportation to Browns 1943. 

Osborne Patterson and school pony 1930. 

The Clifford transportation with democrat 1925. 



Chores on the McCallum farm 1982 - note stoneboat. 

Transportation 1911, Margaret Skelton and Emily Horsley. 

Cliff Snyder Sr. with Pontiac 1928. 

The Coates Model ''Au. 
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Murray 1932 Studebaker used as a service vehicle. 

1947 -one of the first semi trucks ever in Melita with a load of 
Graham Hoeme Chisel Plows from Amarilla, Texas. 

Bill Scott, town constable. 



L.-R.: Clifford and Edith Snyder. Murrill Thompson. Arnold 
Snyder, Alma Thompson. Grandma Snyder, Jessie Snyder. 
Ella Elliot. Myrtle Elliot. Mamie Elliot. Centre Front: Myrtle 
Thompson. Ethel Elliot and Margaret Elliot. 

Ewart Holden. son Winnie. Mrs. Goudie and Mrs. Oliphant. 

Jack Stephenson. Harry Nuttall, Adam Carr. 
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Ewart Holden. Jim Irwin. Wm. Waite, Wes Kenner and Alvin 
Lodwick. 

Jack Briggs, Len Tilbury, Billie McCallum. 



Family Histories 
Family History 

One generation passeth away, and another gener
ation cometh, but the earth abideth forever. Eccle
siastes 1:4 

Adams Melvin 
MELVIN was born June 30,1917 the fifth son of 

Mr. and Mrs. Fritz Adams of Goodlands. He took his 
schooling at Croydon School and then farmed with 
his mother and brother on their farm southeast of 
Goodlands. 

In 1948 he married GLADYS NASHIEM of 
Rolling Hills, Alberta. Of this union four children 
were born. ROY was born June 8,1949. He went to 
school at Croydon, ,and then to Waskada Collegiate, 
graduating in 1968. He then worked in the Toronto
Dominion Bank in Deloraine. Then he attended Red 
River Community College., taking Accounting and 
Business Administration. He married BECKY 
BJORNSON of Selkirk on September 25, 1981. They 
now reside in Winnipeg. Roy is credit manager for 
Versatile. 

DENNIS, the second son, was born March 23, 
1952. He also started school in Croydon and later 
attendedWaskada Collegiate. In 1970 he quit school 
and went into the work force. He resides in the 
U.S.A. 

CHERYL, the first daughter, was born on Janu
ary 19, 1957. She took her schooling at Croydon, 
Goodlands and Waskada Collegiate, graduating in 
1975. She then attended Brandon University and the 
University of Manitoba obtaining her Bachelor of 
Education Degree, graduating in 1979. She married 
CALVIN HOFFMAN of Brandon on June 16,1979. 
She taught two years at LaCrete, Alberta. They now 
reside in Wabamun, Alberta where Cheryl is teach
ing and Calvin is a commercial pilot. 

KARYN, the second daughter, was born Septem
ber 15, 1958. She took her schooling at Goodlands 
and Waskada. On August 3, 1974 she married 
Dwayne Murray of Melita. They have two sons. 
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Dwayne and Karyn own and operate the Massey 
Ferguson dealership in Melita. 

Melvin continued to farm with his brother Lloyd 
and lived on the farm on 7-1-23 until 1963. Then he 
bought a farm three and one-half miles south of 
Goodlands. Melvin and Lloyd farmed together until 
1975 then sold one-half section of land to Cal Nestibo 
and one-half section to Greg Schoonbaert. In 
November 1975 they moved to Melita, buying a 
house at 23 Byers Street from Mrs. Chester Mote. 

Melvin is now employed by Bernie Murray and 
works on the farm. In 1978 Gladys and Judy Nestibo 
opened a flower shop known as The Blossom Bou
tique. In 1979 Gladys sold her half to Judy who still 
owns it. Gladys now works part-time for Nestibo 
Manufacturing and part-time at Wilson Memorial 
Hospital. 

Adams, William 
Mr. and Mrs. WILLIAM ADAMS (Bill was the 

son of Fredrick Robert and Ida [Buck] Adams) and 
their three sons HAROLD, NORMAN and LEE 
farmed at Goodlands and Melita. In 1959 Mr. and 
Mrs. Adams and Lee moved to Melita and continued 
farming in the Melita area. They farmed two and 
one-half sections at that time with their principal 
section being 17-4-27 which was purchased from the 
Samuel Clark estate of Ontario. 

In 1961 Lee married FAYE EDWARDS, a Melita 
telephone operator. They built a new home on Centre 
St. in Melita. They have one son Kevin who took all 
his schooling at Melita and graduated from Melita 
Collegiate in 1979. He is now attending the Assini
boine Community College taking an electrical con
struction course. 

William Adams passed away in 1975 and Lee 
continued to farm until he sold the farm to Nestibo 
Bros. in 1977. Delory Nestibo purchased Lee and 
Faye's house in 1978. Lee, Faye, and Kevin moved 
into a new home on North Drive in Melita. 

After working a couple of years with Bewski 



Construction, Lee is presently employed as a parts
man at Murray Farm Equipment of Melita. 

Adams, Harold William 
HAROLD WILLIAM ADAMS was born in De

loraine, Manitoba on May 19, 1930. He is the eldest 
son of William and Juanita Adams. He was raised and 
attended school in the Croyden District. 

He married EVA JOYCE NEWBERRY on Octo
ber 27 , 1951. She is the daughter of the late Leigh Roy 
and Lorena Newberry of Winnipeg. Joyce came to 
Deloraine in 1950; she was employed as a registered 
nurse at Deloraine Memorial Hospital. 

After they were married Harold and Joyce lived 
in the Croyden District, on the family farm, five 
miles south of Goodlands. They had three children. 

ERIC HAROLD was born on September 30, 
1952 in Deloraine. On April 17, 1982 he married 
VERONICA GIRARDIN. Eric is employed by 
Critchlow Trucking Limited. Veronica is employed 
as a Speech-Language Pathologist by the Antler 
River School Division. Eric and Veronica reside in 
Melita. 

STEVEN BLAIR was born on May 7, 1957 in 
Deloraine. He now resides in Calgary, Alberta where 
he has a Bobcat service. 

COLLEEN LYNNE was born on November 16, 
1959 in Deloraine. On September 10, 1977 she mar
ried LLOYD MUZYLOUSKI. Lloyd is employed by 
Winnipeg Hydro. Colleen is employed as a nurses' 
aide at Donwood Manor. They have one child, 
ADAM LLOYD, born July 3,1980. Lloyd, Colleen 
and Adam reside in Winnipeg. 

Harold, Joyce, and their sons lived in Waskada 
during the winter of 1958-59. Harold was employed 
at Dave Olishefski's garage. 

In August of 1959, the family moved to Melita 
where Harold farmed with his father and brother. 
They farmed northwest of Melita. 

In 1969 Bill Adams and his two sons opened the 
William Adams and Sons' Sports Centre on Ash 
Street. In 1971 the business was purchased by Harold 
and was known as the H. Adams and Sons' Sports 
Centre Limited. They sold recreational vehicles, 
motorcycles, snowmobiles and travel trailers. In 
1978 the business was sold. 

At present, Harold is employed by Barker's Agri
Centre, as shop foreman. On June 30, 1982 he was 
elected to the Town Council of Melita. Joyce is pres
ently employed by the Melita Health Centre in the 
Personal Care Home. 

Anderson, David 
DAVID and MARY moved to Melita in August 

1979 from Winnipeg where they lived after being 
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married. Mary, the daughter of Jim and Mildred 
Dando and David, the son of Neil and Margaret 
Anderson, of Sioux Lookout, Ontario, were married 
March 28, 1970 in the Waskada United Church. 

David grew up in Sioux Lookout where he gradu
ated from high school in 1966 and worked in Win
nipeg, when he met Mary. 

Mary spent her growing up years on her parents' 
farm at Waskada and graduated from high school 
there in 1968. 

They have two daughters, SHEILA MARIE and 
CARLA DEBORAH who were born in Winnipeg 
and attended school there until moving to Melita and 
continued their education here. Sheila was born Oc
tober 5, 1970 and Carla was born September 26, 
1973. The girls are active in school activities, piano 
lessons and 4-H work. 

Mary works in the Robinson Store and after 
working in Barker's Mens Wear for a year, David will 
be in the major appliance repair business. 

Anderson, Hilton 
HILTON ANDERSON and family moved to 

Melita in June 1976 from their farm in the Huston 
District. He was born at Lake Alma, Saskatchewan 
on October 15,1924 the son of Levi and Elsie (Fors
berg) Anderson. He came to Manitoba in 1937 with 
his parents and family. He finished school at Huston, 
worked for several farmers and worked for the Mu
nicipality of Albert for seven years. In 1956 he 
bought Hiram Halls' farm and operated it as a mixed 
farming operation raising cattle, pigs and grain. 

LILLIAN CLOW was born at Carievale, Sas
katchewan on May 19, 1935. She took her schooling 
at Glencoe and Carievale Schools, taught on permit 
for three years and then took Normal School at Tux
edo in 1955-56 and taught at Huston School for one 
year. 

They were married April 20, 1957 at Carnduff, 
Saskatchewan and farmed until April 1976 when Bob 
and Marg Froese of Reston bought the farm and they 
moved to Melita in June. 

GRANT was born in Melita on February 2, 
1958. He took his schooling in Broomhill and Res
ton. He graduated in June 1976 and since then has 
been driving transport trucks across Canada and the 
United States. 

KAREN was born October 6, 1959 at Reston. 
She took two years of schooling in Broomhill, nine 
years in Reston and her Grade XII at Melita, graduat
ing in June 1977. Karen worked in the Melita Bake 
Shop and the Prairie Inn and then did office work in 
truck depots in Winnipeg and Brandon. She married 
LARRY JONES, son of Ira and Maisie Jones, of 
Tilston. They have one girl, TRACY LYNN, born 
March 29, 1981. 



BRENDA was born April 27, 1961 at Reston. 
She took her first nine years of schooling in Reston 
and the last three years in Melita. She graduated in 
June 1979. She works as secretary for the R.C.M.P. 
part-time and part-time at the Ev-N-Del restaurant. 

Hilton has worked at the Melita Auction Mart 
since May of 1976. Lillian curls, belongs to Melita 
and Bede-Bernice Hospital Auxiliary and is Secre
tary-Treasurer of South West B Region of the Man
itoba Women's Institute. 

We feel Melita is a good place to live and even 
though it has its ups and downs, it is a friendly place 
to be. 

Anderson, James I. 
submitted by Mrs. Helen Harmon Sr. 

In March 1906, Mr. and Mrs. James L Anderson 
and five children left Orangeville, Ontario with a 
carload of settlers' effects and came to Melita, Man
itoba. They rented a farm from William Griffith, and 
in 1907 moved to W 14-4-27 which they later bought. 

They were both conscientious workers. Their 
home was always open to callers and visitors, and 
many an hour was spent singing around the organ or 
piano. 

JIM was a member of the Orange Order and 
BEATRICE was a member of the W.L and the Pres
byterian Church. 

Their family was MRS. WILLIAM HARMON; 
MRS. LILY THOMPSON; RUSSELL, who went 
through World War I; MRS. LIZZIE DOBBYN and 
BOB, who married FLORENCE MOORE, who 
are all deceased except Mrs. Hamlon who now re
sides in the Melita Personal Care Home. 

Anderson, John J. 
compiled by Margaret R. Anderson 

JOHN 1. Anderson was born on October 5,1836 
in Perth County, Scotland, the eldest son of George 
Anderson and Jessie Slater. He came to Canada with 
his parents and older sister Janet before 1839 and by 
1842 they had settled in a log house on a farm in 
Blenheim Township, North Oxford County, Ontario. 

Between 1861 and 1865 John married MAR
GARET WAUGH, born· November 18, 1848 in 
Dumfries, Scotland, 4th daughter of William Waugh 
and Christina Brown. The Waughs had emigrated to 
Canada in 1855 and settled on the farm next to the 
Andersons. 

John moved to Wingham in Turnberry Township, 
Huron County, Ontario, with his wife, daughter 
CHRISTINA born August 30, 1867, son GEORGE 
born July 15, 1869, and mother who died in 1880 
aged 75.· Two more children were born to John and 
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John J. and Margaret (Waugh) Anderson. 

Margaret, WILLIAM on April 13 , 1871 and JOHN 
JR. on May 28, 1874. 

John established a flourishing lumber business in 
Wingham on the Maitland River, but by the 1880's 
realized that the once thick forest surrounding Wing
ham was steadily disappearing due to logging and 
clearing of land for farming. 

John decided to go west, and arrived in Melita 
alone in April 1889. He bought land from the Cana
dian Pacific Railway at $2.50 an acre, part of which 
was 3-4-27 one mile west of the first post office in the 
Melita district. 

He returned to Wingham to prepare for the final 
move to Manitoba. In June 1889 he set out once more 
for Melita accompanied by his daughter, three sons 
and a carload of lumber to build a house on Section 3, 
remaining only long enough to supervise the begin
ning of the house and the breaking of land, returning 
to Ontario toward the end of June. Conditions on the 
farm after he left were described in a post card 
George wrote to his parents in Wingham, as follows: 

Melita, July 5, 1889 
Dear Father and Mother: 

We are getting along very well but it is terrible 
warm. We have not had any rain yet and the win is 
burning the grass, there is no pasture within a half 
mile of the house, or water. It is very hard breaking. 



The horses are getting thin, the boys have got 45 
acres broken, and the other man 18. Uncle George 
left last Sunday and will not be back for two weeks. 
Crops are not going to be much around here. A lot of 
the wheat is headed out. I think we would do better 
with a walking plow instead of a gang. 

From your son 
George Anderson. 

That fall the three boys and their sister returned to 
Wingham for the winter, going by way of Hamiota 
where the horses and wagon were left at their uncle's 
farm. In the spring of 1890 John, accompanied by his 
wife, daughter, three sons and the remainder of his 
effects, arrived in Melita to take up residence on 
Section 3. 

The first elevator in Melita was not built until 
1891 and prior to that it was necessary to take wheat to 
Deloraine to be ground into flour and many trips 
were made for this purpose. A grocery bill from one 
of those trips is reproduced below: 

CHEAPSIDE 
Deloraine, Man. June 7th, 1890 
Mr. 1. J. Anderson 

Bo't of P. McCONNELL & Co. 
Dealers in Groceries 

Provisions, Feed, etc. 
Fruit, Green and Dried Vegetables 

Sale and Feed Stables in Connection 
1 Sack Good Luck Flour .......................... $2.75 
Horse Feed overnight for two teams ................. 1.50 
Two meals for two men ........................... .50 
Broom........... .............. ... . .. .......... .35 
Wagon Reach ................................... ~ 

$6.60 
PAID (signed) R. McOld per 

1891 was a good year for the farmers in Man
itoba, and the wheat yield from the Anderson farms 
was bountiful, averaging 30 bushels an acre and 
much of it grading No.1. By this time John had 
acquired four sections of land, Nos. 3, 9 and 21 in 
Township 4 and No. 33 in Township 3, and in 1897 
he bought Section 15 thus providing a farm for each 
member of the family. In that year he also bought lot 
13 block 11 plan 6 on Ash Street in Melita and moved 
to town in December. The lot was bought from Mrs. 
Marcella Bradfield whose husband had disposed of 
his business in Melita and returned to Toronto to 
resume manufacturing. The adjacent vacant lot 14 
was acquired in 1903 from the Manitoba South
western Colonization Railway Company. 

Having always had a lively interest in civic af
fairs, J.J., as he was now known, became a member 
of the Council in 1898, Reeve of the Municipality of 
Arthur in 1901 to 1904, and councillor again until 
1908 or later. 

In 1901 J.J. in partnership with J. J. Hay bought 
the lumber business owned by the late Robert 
Shearer, and sold it to Gaudin, DeWitt and Co. Ltd. 
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in 1903. He was also President of the Grain Growers 
organized in Melita in the same year. 

From an early age in Wingham, George, William 
and Jock had learned to skate, play hockey and la
crosse, activities which they continued for many 
years after arriving in Melita. They were members of 
the Melita Curling Club. For years after they curled 
in many bonspiels in Melita and district, their teams 
winning gold watches and bringing the Cup and other 
trophies to Melita. In addition to sports they were 
members of the first band organized in Melita in 
1892. 

J.J. remained interested in his environment until 
his death in Brandon on October 5, 1916 on his 80th 
birthday. He was 6 feet 4 inches tall, bearded from 
early youth, and had a sense of humour that endeared 
him to family and friends. He is buried in the Melita 
Cemetery. 

Mrs. 1. J. Anderson continued to live on Ash 
Street in Melita, her main interests centered around 
her family, friends and the Presbyterian Church 
across the street from her house. She died on Febru
ary 17, 1923 and is buried beside her husband. She 
was survived by her daughter Christina and three 
sons, George, William and John, all of Melita. 

Christina was married on November 14, 1894 to 
James Francis Hay who had come to Melita in 1891 
to take charge of the Lake of the Woods Milling Co. 
elevator, the first elevator in the village. James died 
September 13, 1901 aged 45, in Indianapolis, Indi
ana where he had been undergoing treatment. He is 
buried in the Melita Cemetery. 

Christina and James had two children: Lillian 
who joined the Royal Bank staff in Melita and later 
moved to Winnipeg to take a position with the 
Provincial Government, and where she still lives; 
and James Douglas who died on December 9, 1918 
at Ninette, Manitoba, aged 18 years. He is buried 
beside his father. 

On October 19, 1904 Christina married Peter 
Stewart Dunbar (see Dunbar history). 

Anderson, William Waugh 
WILLIAM, bachelor, farmed Section 9 and 

maintained an interest in sports until his health failed 
in 1938 when he made his home with his sister, Mrs. 
P. S. Dunbar where he died on February 14, 1939. 
He is buried beside his parents. 

Anderson, John Jr. (Jock) 
JOCK (OR JACK) farmed the west half of Sec

tion 12 one mile north of Melita. On December 6, 
1899 at Napinka, Manitoba he married FLO· 
RENCEMARY COBB, born July 15, 1875, daugh-



ter of Mr. and Mrs. John Cobb. Two children were 
born on the fann: Jean Audrey and Leslie. The 
family moved to Angusville, Manitoba in 1922, and 
the fann was disposed of to R. N. Wyatt in 1926. 

Jean, by now a registered nurse, was married in 
Angusville on June 25, 1927 to Dr. Alexander Nichol 
and they settled in Saltcoats, Saskatchewan where 
two daughters were born: Betty (Mrs. Piper) and 
Joyce (Mrs. Taber). Jean died in the 1940's and her 
husband a few years later. 

Leslie became a banker, married, lived in Souris, 
Manitoba for a time then moved to Dryden, Ontario 
where he continued his banking career. He died in the 
early 1950's in Dryden and is buried there. His only 
child, Mrs. Gail Yeoman, lives in Calgary, Alberta. 
Both Leslie and Jean were survived by their parents. 

Florence died on April 8, 1957 and is buried in 
the Cobb plot in the Melita Cemetery. Jack continued 
to live in Angusville until his death in the hospital in 
Russell, Manitoba in August 1966. He is buried 
beside his brother William in the Melita Cemetery. 

Anderson, George M. 
submitted by Russell and Margaret Anderson 

GEORGE M. ANDERSON was the son of John 
1. Anderson and Margaret Waugh. He spent his youth 

Mrs. George M. Aflderson, Mary Helen on chair and Margaret 
Rietta (1915); Russell Anderson (bottom left) (1909); George 
M. Anderson (bottom right) (1900). 

409 

in Wingham, Ontario and carne to Melita with his 
parents in 1889. 

In 1897, when his father bought and gave him 
Section 15 three and a half miles northwest of Melita, 
George moved there and began his farming opera
tions which would last for the next 50 years. The first 
buildings on the fann consisted of a one-room shack, 
a low barn and a granary. In 1904 in preparation for 
his marriage he built an eight-roomed house around 
the shack. The big barn and elevator were con
structed later. 

On February 9, 1905 George married ELIZA 
HELEN LINTON at the residence of Mrs. R. 
Shearer on Maple Street in Melita. Eliza was born on 
February 9, 1879 in Alnwick Township, Northum
berland County, near Roseneath, Ontario, the fourth 
child of John William Linton and Ann Stinson. 

The early years on the fann were relatively care
free, with generally good crops, plenty of help and 
prosperity. George continued to curl, s1Fate and play 
in the Melita band. On July 2, 1907 ttIeir first child 
was born, George Russell, followed by Margaret 
Rietta on February 9, 1912 and Mary Helen on 
April 13, 1914. 

While wintering in California in 1910, George 
was fascinated by the number and variety of auto
mobiles and on his return to Manitoba ordered a car. 
He took delivery in September 1911 of an E.M.F. 30 
h.p. touring car manufactured in Walkerville, On
tario, which finally wore out in 1927. The Melita 
Automobile Club was formed in 1913 and George 
and Helen enjoyed many of the Club "runs" to 
neighboring towns. 

George continued to curl into the 1920's, then 
turned to golf, remaining a member of the Melita 
Golf Club for many years. 

Russell, Margaret and Mary started their school
ing in Melita and the family moved to town for the 
winters. In January 1921 during a slight economic 
recession, Mary and Margaret were transferred to 
Brown's School in their own district and during that 
time their father became a trustee of the school. 

In the spring of 1935, the year of the big rain, 
4000 young trees were shipped from the Experimen
tal Farm at Indian Head, Saskatchewan and planted 
around the fann buildings. They thrived, due in part 
to the care they received from George whose hobby 
was gardening. 

George and Helen moved to Melita in October 
1947, settling on lot 18 block 6 plan 5 on the south
east corner of Oak and Souris Streets. George died at 
their residence on February 18, 1948 and is buried in 
the Melita Cemetery. 

Helen continued to live in the same house, im
proving the property, and specializing in her flower 



gardens. She was a member of the Presbyterian 
Church and the Ladies' Aid for 60 years, a member 
of the Women's Institute and the Red Cross in earlier 
years. She died in Brandon on October 15, 1968 and 
is buried beside her husband, survived by Margaret 
and RusselL 

Mary Helen studied music during her public and 
high school years, and after completing normal 
school in Brandon she taught school in the Brown's 
and Coatland schools in the 1930's. On February 25, 
1940 she married Harold William Stacey. Bill was 
born on April 3, 1901 in Dauphin, Manitoba and in 
1941 joined the Royal Canadian Air Force in which 
he served until 1951. He and Mary were posted 
during the war to Rivers and Gimli in Manitoba, then 
to Fort Nelson, B.C., finally making their home in 
Edmonton, Alberta in 1950. 

Mary died in the Royal Alexandria Hospital in 
Edmonton on November 12, 1953 and was buried in 
the Melita Cemetery. Bill died in the same hospital 
on January 3, 1980 and is buried beside Mary. They 
were survived by one daughter, Margaret (Marnie) 
Helen, born August 11, 1944 in Gimli. Mamie re
ceived her education in Melita and Edmonton, grad
uated from the University of Alberta in 1965 and 
became a social worker for the Government of Alber
ta. In May 1970 she married Mark Ross, a forest 
ranger with the Alberta Government. They now live 
in Whitecourt, Alberta where Mark is a Land Use 
Officer with the Government. They have two chil
dren, Evan Mark born in 1976 and Elizabeth Stacey 
born in 1978. 

Margaret Rietta studied piano during her school 
years in Melita, attended Reston Collegiate and 
Brandon normal school, then taught at Huston and 
Bede, and finally in the Winnipeg suburb of St. 
Vital. While teaching she attended the University of 
Manitoba's summer school where she was Dean of 
the Women's Residence from 1937 to 1940. In 1942 
she joined the British Admiralty Technical Mission 
and at the end of the war settled in Toronto, joining 
the Ontario Motor League in 1948 and transferring to 
the Canadian Automobile Association head office 
Ottawa in 1964 in charge of the travel department, 
and in that capacity has travelled extensively 
throughout the world. At time of writing (1982) she 
is still with CAA as an Executive Assistant. 

Anderson, George Russell 
submitted by Margaret R. Anderson 

George Russell Anderson, only son of George 
M. Anderson and Eliza Helen Linton. 

After completing his schooling in Melita and 
before settling down on the farm, Russell attended 
business college in Winnipeg about 1926, then re
turned to join his father in operating Section 15. 
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On November 1, 1934 he married Marjorie 
Agnes Colquhoun at Deloraine, Manitoba. Mar
jorie was born at Williamsburg, Dundas County on 
March 20, 1909, the third daughter of James Col
quhoun and Mabel Weagant. She came to Deloraine 
with her parents about 1912. After taking a secretarial 
course in Winnipeg she worked in her uncle's law 
firm there before joining the Royal Bank Staff in 
Melita in 1929. 

Their first son was Gerald Linton (Gerry) fol
lowed by Robert George (Bob) and James William 
(Jim). 

Russell played an active part in municipal affairs 
and became a member of the Council for Ward 3 of 
the Rural Municipality of Arthur on January 1,1966, 
remaining a councillor until October 31, 1975. He 
also served as deputy Reeve, Chairman of the Melita 
Hospital Board, and was on committees for repara
tion of crops and pasture land damaged by floods and 
to study effects of the Garrison Diversion Dam pro
ject, and received an award for conservation methods 
in farming. 

He also found time to play a trombone in the 
Melita Band in younger days, and to golf and curL 
He skipped many rinks and won many firsts. In 1952 
he was President of the Curling Club on the 50th 
Anniversary of the bonspiel and took the grand ag
gregate. 

Russell and Marjorie moved to Melita in late 
1968 following completion of their house on Centre 
Street. Russell continued farming operations with his 
son Jim on Section 10, formerly the William Coates 
(south half) and John Oberlin (north half) farms. 

Marjorie was a member of the Presbyterian 
Church, the Ladies' Aid, and Brown's Willing Work
ers. After moving to town she became organist and 
secretary of the Church and President of the Ladies' 
Aid, and a member of the Melita Hospital Aid. 

Marjorie died on July IS, 1976 at St. Joseph's 
Hospital in Minot, North Dakota where she and 
Russell had been holidaying. She is buried in Melita 
Cemetery. 

Russell continued to farm until October 1981 
when he suffered a heart attack followed by a stroke. 
At time of writing (May 1982) he has made a re
markable recovery after several months of therapy 
and is now at his home on Centre Street. 

Anderson, Gerald Linton 
Gerald Linton Anderson, first son of Russell and 

Marjorie Anderson, was born August 14, 1935. He 
lived on the family farm until 1955, when he married 
Margaret Critchlow (daughter of George and Jenny). 
They lived in Melita until 1956 and worked for 
Beaver Lumber Company, later being transferred as 



manager to Elm Creek and Teulon, Manitoba, and 
Manitouwadge, Ontario. In 1973 they returned to the 
prairies, to incorporate their own building supply 
store "Chimo Building Centre" in Carberry, Man
itoba, where they now reside. 

Gerry and Marg have three children. Richard, 
who was born in Melita in 1956, married Lori Jean 
Ardron in July 1979 and they make their home in 
Carberry. Douglas was born in Carman in 1960 and is 
living in Brandon. Gregory was born in Teulon, 
Manitoba in 1966 and is living at home in Carberry. 

Anderson, Robert George 
Robert George Anderson was born on April 22, 

1939. He took his education at Browns and Melita 
Schools. He farmed with his father Russell, until 
taking over the home farm on 15-4-27 in 1969. 

Bob married Sharon Robson on February 4, 
1961. Bob and Sharon have three children. 

Keven Robert was born in Melita on December 9, 
1961. He graduated from Melita School in 1980 and is 
presently employed with United Grain Growers. 

Barbara Mae was born in Melita on May 19, 
1963. She graduated from Melita School in 1981 and 
is presently taking Laboratory Technologist training 
at Red River Community College in Winnipeg. 

Michael Earl was born in Deloraine on March 15, 
1968 and is going to school in Melita and living at 
home. 

Anderson, James William 
James William Anderson, youngest son of Rus

sell and Marjorie Anderson, was born on October 26, 
1945. On November 1, 1968 he married Marjorie 
Ruth Tweed, eldest daughter of Oliver and Lorraine 
Tweed of Medora, Manitoba. They were married in 
the Medora United Church by Rev. R. L. Nagus. 

Jim began his education in August, 1951 at 
Browns School, a one room school housing Grades 1 
to 8. Eleanor Allison was his first teacher. In the fall 
of 1954 he began his fourth grade at Melita where he 
continued his education until graduation in 1964. He 
attended the University of Manitoba for a year where 
he studied agriculture. 

In 1967 Jim purchased the farm of Tom and Hazel 
Oberlin known as 10-4-27. After their marriage in 
November, 1968 Jim and Marj took up residence on 
the farm in the two-storey farm home, part of which 
was built by homesteader A. D. Wheeler in 1882. 
Since then a number of changes have been made. In 
the fall of 1972 Jim began construction on a new 
bungalow-style home in which they now live. A 
machine shed and granaries have also been added. 
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Jim enjoys most sports, curling being his 
favourite. 

Marjorie is actively involved in Sunday School 
and Christian Education. She also enjoys baking and 
photography. 

The good Lord has blessed them with two sons, 
(Jamie) James Donald, born on August 8, 1970, one 
of Manitoba's Centennial babies, and Stephen Rus
sell, born on November 26, 1973. Jamie is presently 
in Grade Six at school. His main interests are most 
sports, piano and playing trombone in the school 
band. Stephen is presently in Grade Three. He enjoys 
playing hockey, reading and building things. Both 
boys enjoy farm life. 

Andrews, Edward 
Edward and Jemima (McFarlane) married in Red 

Bay, Ontario in 1882 and made their home there until 
1906 when they came west. (See "Sourisford and 
Area From 1879"). They had four sons Albert Ed
ward, William, John, Watson, and six daughters, 
Elizabeth, Lydia, Mayme, Jessie, Mirna, and a girl 
who died in infancy. 

Andrews, William 
submitted by Grant Andrews 

William Andrews was the third child and the 
eldest son of Edward and Jemima Andrews. He was 
born October 20th, 1885. He attended Red Bay 
School, but left at an early age and went to work. He 
spent some time sailing on the Great Lakes and 
worked in a saw mill. 

Dad came west on a harvest excursion in 1905 and 
got work harvesting in the Waskada area. 

Grandfather homesteaded the east half of the west 
half of 30-1-26. Later Dad bought this land. In the 

William Andrews on his 90th birthday. 



spring of 1906 Dad and his father came West again, 
this time bringing a car of settlers' effects, storing 
their household belongings in a small shack. One day 
a grass fire spread setting fire to the shack. 

Their next home was on the NE 36-1-27 and Dad 
lived there till he started farming on his own. He 
continued helping on the farm in summer, working 
on threshing outfits in the fall and going fishing north 
of Prince Albert in winter. 

Dad's first farm was the W 36-1-27. In December, 
1918 he married JENNIE ALICE (JEAN) ATKIN
SON, who was born and raised on the Atkinson farm 
just west of Coulter. She was the seventh child of John 
F. and Elizabeth (Brown) Atkinson. 

Dad puchased the NE 25-1-27 then bought the 
Church parsonage and moved it for their new home. 
Various additions were made from time to time and 
the house still stands. 

Mother and Dad had their ups and downs through 
drought, hail, grasshoppers, etc. They had five chil
dren: I, GRANT, being the eldest, then LYDIA who 
lives in Calgary, BETH BAMBRIDGE of Coulter, 
MIMA SPEARE in Melita (see Speare history) and 
BLANCHE McNIGHT in Edmonton. 

In 1937 Mother took seriously ill and passed away 
suddenly. She is buried in Coultervale Cemetery. 

Dad continued to live on the farm and we worked 
together. The fall he had his 91st birthday, he hauled 
grain from the combine with the big truck. A few 
months later after a short illness, he passed away on 
December 4th, 1976. He is buried beside Mother in 
the Coultervale Cemetery. 

Andrews, Grant 
by Ruby Andrews 

GRANT ANDREWS was the only son and the 
oldest child born to WILLIAM and JEAN AN
DREWS. He received his elementary education at 
Coulter School, and completed Grade X at Coulter
vale. After leaving school Grant farmed with his 
father. 

He entered the artillery of the Canadian Army on 
March 21,1941. After basic training he was stationed 
at the west coast. Grant received his discharge in 
1943 for medical reasons. 

He returned to the farm and started farming on 
his own after purchasing S 24-1-27 in 1945, although 
he and his father continued to work together. 

Grant served on the Coulter Pool Elevator Board 
for 18 years, and was a director when the local 
elevator closed in 1969. He belongs to #20 LO.o.F. 
Lodge, Melita, and recently received his 25 year pin. 

Grant and I were married July 24, 1965 at 
Neepawa. We had a new house built and moved to the 
yard where Grant's father lived (NE 25-1-27). 
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I was the first child born to JOE and MARY 
BURNASH. I received my education at Princess, 
Menota, Medora and Neepawa Schools, then took 
Teacher Training at the Winnipeg Normal School. 

I taught at Claydon, Saskatchewan, at Kenville, 
Neepawa, Oak Lake, Virden, Souris, and Melita, 
retiring from teaching in 1965. 

My special interest has been 4-H and at present 
(1982) I am completing my 30th year as a leader. 
Working with young people in 4-H has been a worth
while experience. I have been awarded several trips, 
and was one of the first group of 4-H leaders to attend 
the National Leaders' Conference in Toronto in 1979. 
Another award I treasure is the Queen's Jubilee 
Medal which I received in 1977. 

Nephews and nieces, both on the Andrews and 
Burnash sides, are our only "family". 

Andrews, Albert Edward 
submitted by Evelyn Andrews 

ALBERT EDWARD ANDREWS, known to ev
eryone as "Bert" was born July 9th, 1896 at Red 
Bay, Ontario, a small hamlet on the Bruce Peninsula, 
along the shores of Lake Huron, and was the second 
son of Edward and Jemima (McFarlane) Andrews. In 
1906 the family moved west to settle on their home
stead located on the east half of the west half 30-1-26 
in the Rural Municipality of Arthur. It was along the 
west bank of the Souris River and was an odd shaped 
quarter, being one mile long and a quarter mile wide. 
Later they purchased the NE of 36-1-27 where they 
built a home which was the original Andrews home, 
and was about a mile east of the village of Coulter. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bert Andrews' wedding 1922. 



After coming West, Bert finished his schooling at 
the South Antler School at the Jellis Comer which 
stood on the southeast comer of the SE 4-2-27 in the 
Rural Municipality of Arthur. 

In 1917, his age group got the call for service in 
World War I, and after training Bert went overseas in 
1918 with the 52nd Battalion. Upon his return at the 
conclusion of the war he helped on the home farm for 
a time. 

In 192Hhe purchased the NE and the SW 35-1-27 
in the R. M. of Arthur from Mr. Moses Shantz. A 
small house was built on the northwest comer of the 
northeast quarter near the outskirts of Coulter to the 
south and in later years an addition was built to the 
house. There were good crops then along with the 
Dirty Thirties - dry weather, hard times and lots of 
troubles. Eventually the farm was paid for as well as 
a purchase of more land in later years. 

On December 13th, 1922 Bert married MISS 
LEILA EDNA (ILA) ATKINSON, the youngest 
daughter of John and Elizabeth Atkinson, who was 
raised in the Coulter area and who also attended the 
South Antler School. 

Three children were born - EVELYN on April 
24, 1925; BROWN on June 7th, 1926 and DONALD 
on September 7,1930 (see separate stories for boys). 
Ila passed away on February 23rd, 1944 following a 
lengthy illness and was buried in the Coultervale 
Cemetery. 

Evelyn Andrews. 

Evelyn received her education at the Coulter, and 
Coultervale Schools and after her mother's death kept 
house for her dad and brothers. 

Dad always took a keen interest in community 
affairs, as well as the surrounding areas. When the 
Coulter United Church was being built he told of how 
the cement was run for the basement and foundation 
by a cement mixer being turned by horse power by a 
pair of mules handled by himself. At the time, he was 
ten years of age. 

He served on the Board of Stewards of the Church 
from 1924 to 1979 as well as being Secretary-Trea
surer for most of those years. He was elected to the 
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Board of Coulter School District #1772 in 1932 
serving until 1957 , when the school district consoli
dated with Waskada Consolidated School District 
#492. He was elected to that board on which he 
served for a year. In 1958 he was elected Councillor 
of Ward II of the R. M. of Arthur which he held until 
1967 when he was elected to the office of Reeve - a 
post he held until his retirement in 1975. 

Our place was generally known to most people as 
"Berts" and was open to everyone, young and old 
alike. In 1980 Dad sold the farm to Lynn Downey and 
we bought a home in Melita to which we moved in 
October of that year. 

Early in 1981 his health was failing and he was 
admitted to the Personal Care Home in Melita where 
he passed away May 5th, 1981. He is buried beside 
our mother in the family plot. 

Evelyn continues to live in Melita. 

Andrews, Edward Brown 
EDWARD BROWN ANDREWS was born June 

7th, 1926, the eldest son of Bert and Ila (Atkinson) 
Andrews. Brown received his schooling at the Coul
ter, Coultervale and Waskada Schools. He farmed 
with his dad for a few years, then decided to buy 
grain for Manitoba Pool Elevators. He married 
WILMA FRASER of Reston on July 3rd, 1953. She 
had taught school at Coulter for a year, later being 
employed with the Royal Bank at Waskada. They 
lived at Tilston, Nesbitt and are residing at Glenboro 
where he has held the position of manager for the 
Manitoba Pool Elevators at these points. 

They have three children: BEVERLY LEILA 
(1954) who attended University of Manitoba where 

The Brown Andrews. L.-R.: Wilma, Brown, Barry, Ron. Front: 
Beverly and husband Rob Johnson. 



she received her Bachelor of Home Economics and is 
now married to ROB JOHNSON. They reside in 
Brandon where Rob teaches and Beverly teaches at 
Shilo. 

RONALD BROWN (1957) attended the Univer
sity of Manitoba where he obtained his Bachelor of 
Mechanical Engineering. He is presently living in 
Calgary where he is employed in the oil industry. 

BARRY EDWARD (1960) is at present attending 
the University of Manitoba where he is completing 
his Degree Course in Agriculture. 

Andrews, Donald 
submitted by Patsy Andrews 

DONALD ANDREWS, born September 7th, 
1930 and HAZEL McCLINTOCK, born March 18, 
1934, were married on July 13, 1957 at La Riviere, 
and moved to the original Andrews' farm which they 
purchased from Aunt Mirna Bell in 1960. 

Donald Andrews attended school at Coulter for 
nine years and at Waskada for two years. After leav
ing school he farmed with his father for ten years 
until he and Hazel were married. 

Don, Hazel, (left) Patsy Andrews. 

Hazel came to Coulter, as a school teacher from 
the La Riviere area. She was raised in a family of 12 
children and received her education at Pembina 
Crossing, McKenzie, Manitou and Pilot Mound 
schools and took Normal School in Tuxedo. She 
taught five years, two at Coulter, two at Pierson and 
one year at Belfry. 

PATRICIA MURIEL (PATSY), the only child, 
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was born in Melita on February 26, 1961. She at
tended Waskada School and finished her high school 
at Souris in 1979. She is presently attending Brandon 
University where she is enrolled in the Bachelor of 
Music Specialist degree. 

Hazel and Don farmed until 1969 and at that time 
they decided, due to several factors poor crops, 
shortage of help, low prices, etc. to discontinue farm
ing. Don had always wanted to buy grain, so he 
began working for Manitoba Pool Elevators on 
November 1, 1969. He helped at Deloraine for one 
year and then was offered the position as manager at 
Menteith and has resided there for the past 11 years. 

It was very hard to move from our first home and 
from our family and friends. I really had to adjust to 
the bigger school; from two grades in one room to 
three rooms for one grade. It was really beneficial, in 
the long run, as I would probably not be in music had 
I not had the opportunities that Souris offered. 

We did not take long to become involved in our 
new surroundings. Dad has sung in the United 
Church choir since we came to Menteith, has been on 
the Church Board, has curled, joined the Legion and 
plays with the Glenwood Trailer Orchestra. He con
tinues to be interested in the welfare of others and 
helps out whenever and wherever he can. I have sung 
in choirs, played in the band, taken part in festivals, 
went through the ranks of 4-H, and studied piano. I 
also served as Secretary-Treasurer on the 4-H Re
gional Council and became a member of the Rebekah 
Lodge. Mother is still active in the Rebekah Lodge, 
and is in her tenth year of teaching 4-H. She also 
helps out at the office during the busy season. 

We have never regretted moving to Menteith -
new friends, new opportunities. Old friends, new 
friends, all are the spice of life. 

Andrews, Frank 
FRANK ANDREWS and his wife, the former 

MARY ROBB, came from Scotland in the year 1889 
or 1890 to Toronto Junction bringing with them 
Frank's two children: FRANK JR. and AN
NABELLE (BELLA) by his first marriage and 
GEORGE ROBB, a son of Mary's by her first 
marriage and a daughter MARY (married JAS. 
ROBSON - see Douglas Robson history) and son 
JAMES by their marriage. 

In the year 1892 Frank Andrews Jr. remained in 
Toronto Junction, Ontario and the rest came to Melita 
bringing with them what they had by train, first 
settling on a farm east of town, then on to S 32-2-26 
where they spent the remainder of their lives. 

They started farming using a team of oxen, "Tom 
and Jerry". Their first barn was built of sod. They 



hauled wood to bum in their stone house from the 
Turtle Mountains by team and sleigh. 

George Robb helped at home for some time and 
later started farming at the south end of the Peninsula 
district. He never married. Bella married GEORGE 
SIMPSON - see Robert Simpson History. 

JEANNIE ROBB, who remained in Scotland, 
married Walter Kerr. They had two sons Walter and 
Alex and two daughters, Mary and Jennie. 

Andries, George 
GEORGE ANDRIES was born October 22,1907 

in Deloraine on the home farm. He had four brothers 
and six sisters. Schooling was taken at Flossie and 
Bayview Schools. George showed purebred Belgian 
horses for ten years for his dad, winning honours in 
Brandon, Toronto and Chicago. 

On May 28, 1931 he married BLANCHE BOY, 
the second eldest daughter of Alf and Louise Boy. 
Blanche was born July 1, 1914. She received her 
education in Bayview and Deloraine Schools. She 
had three sisters and one brother. For the first 13 years 
of their marriage they farmed south of Deloraine. 

In 1944 they moved to Melita. Here George took 
up carpentry, building many homes and local busi
nesses, including Russell's Electric, White Owl Ser
vice and Melita Quick Freeze. Blanche was actively 
involved in volunteer community work such as hos
pital aid, 4-H and church. She enjoyed all sports 
activities. After 46 years of marriage Blanche passed 
away December 30, 1977. 

DOROTHY, the eldest daugther, was born 
November 21, 1932 in Deloraine. She received her 
schooling in Melita. In October, 1952 she married 
STEWART GRAHAM. They farm south of Delo
raine. They have seven children: Monty (born 1953) 

George and Blanche Andries' wedding. 
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married Lori Meggison and they are now residing in 
Calgary; Lonnie (born 1955) married Debra Canada 
and is living in Deloraine; Greg (born 1956); Dean 
(born 1958) are both working with Kimberly-Clark; 
Beckey (born 1960) is married to Gary Vansteelandt 
and is residing in Medora; Tim (born 1964) and 
Curtis (born 1965) are still at home. 

ISABELLE, born on the home farm April 26, 
1935 took her schooling in Melita. She passed away 
in a fatal car accident October 24, 1954. 

BUD, the elder son, was born in Deloraine 
March 20, 1936. He received his education in Melita, 
taking up the same trade as his father. Bud has three 
of a family: Derrick (born April 27 ,1961) is living in 
Brandon; April (born April 11 , 1973) and Rosemarie 
(born April 2, 1975). Bud resides in Dawson Creek, 
British Columbia. 

MARJ was born in Deloraine, June 4,1938. She 
received her high school education in Melita and 
went on to work for Manitoba Telephone as a tele
phone operator in Melita. Marj married DON 
OLIVER (see Don Oliver history). 

DIANE was the fifth child and was born in Delo
raine on February 3, 1945. She was educated in 
Melita. She married JOHN JOSEPHSON (see John 
Josephson history). 

RAYLENE, born in Deloraine on December 22, 
1946 received her education in Melita. She married 
WAYNE LAMPORT on February 6, 1965 (see 
Lamport history). 

ROD, born October 30, 1956, was educated in 
Melita and graduated in 1974. In 1975 Rod started 
employment with Manitoba Hydro. In July 1978, 
RodmarriedMELODIEGOULD. In February 1981 
they had a daughter, Alison. Rod is working with 
Manitoba Hydro at RadissonlHenday Converter Sta
tions as an Electrical Maintenance Technician. They 
are residing in Gillam, Manitoba. 

Archibald, Hugh James 
HUGH JAMES ARCHIBALD was born in Janu

ary 1848. In 1882 he came west from Nova Scotia 
with his wife CHRISTY (BELL) and their family. H. 
H. Archibald was Elva's first postmaster. He was also 
the coal dealer and received his first carload of coal 
when the railroad came through in 1892. At the age of 
82 he was still the coal merchant and was at his office 
each day. 

Mr. Archibald was a faithful member of the Pres
byterian Church and later of the United Church. He 
served many years as elder, choir member and super
intendent of the Sunday School. A glance at his hymn 
books revealed do-re-mi, etc., written above the staff 
which indicated that he sang by the sol-fa method. 



Hugh J. Archibald. 

H. 1. and Christy had three children. MAR
GARET JESSIE married GEORGE STRATTON; 
GEORGE WILLIAM married ALLISON 
SHELDRAKE: and BESSIE married DUNCAN 
THOMPSON. Mrs. Archibald died in 1887 and was 
one of the first to be buried in Melita Cemetery. 

Mr. Archibald's second marriage was to ISA
BELLE CLAPP in 1888. To this union there were 
five children: MYRTLE JANE (1891); PRE
SCOTT SAMUEL (1894); NELLIE IRENE 
(1898); WALTER ROSS (1900); and JAMES 
(1907). James, who was an infant at the time of Mrs. 
Archibald's death in 1908 was adopted by the Duncan 
family of Melita (see James Duncan history). 

Myrtle married CLAYTON BIRD in 1915 (see 
Clayton Bird history). 

Prescott served overseas during World War I. He 
married EVA MASON in 1922. Eva and their baby 
died in 1927. Prescott married CHRISTINE 
CAMPBELL in 1933. They had no family. Christine 
died in 1971 and Prescott in 1976. 

Nellie married JOHN NEILL SEARCY in 
1933. They had no family. Nellie died in 1969 and 
John Neill in 1971. 

Ross married MAUDE ELLEN (NELLIE) 
WILSON in 1927. They had two sons: Hugh (1928) 
and Leigh (1934). Ross died in 1972 and Nellie in 
1982. Hugh married Margaret Frazer and they have 
one daughter, Sandy. Leigh married Lorraine 
Campbell. They also have a daughter, Jackie. 

Mr. Archibald returned to Nova Scotia in 1916 
and married JESSIE ELLEN HOOD. They returned 
to Elva and lived there until their deaths. Mrs. Archi
bald passed away in 1927 and Mr. Archibald lived an 
active life until his death in June 1941. 
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Armstrong, Robert 
ROBERf ARMSTRONG, son of Gordon and 

Muriel Armstrong, married SHIRLEY WILLIAMS, 
daughter of Pug and Daisy Williams, in 1962. 

Bob came to Melita from Gainsborough, Sas
katchewan in 1961. He has been employed in many 
fields of work since coming to Melita. He is a mem
ber of the Melita Volunteer Fire Fighters, is an avid 
ball and hockey fan and also enjoys curling and 
bowling. 

Shirley was born in St. Boniface Hospital on 
January 16, 1946 and attended Melita School. She 
was employed as a cook and waitress at The Adanac, 
and Ev-n-Del restaurants and is presently employed 
at Stewart's Lumber. Shirley is also an avid ball and 
hockey fan and enjoys curling and bow ling. 

Bob and Shirley have three sons and one daugh
ter. DAVID was born July 10, 1963 at Gainsborough. 
He attended school in Melita and is presently em
ployed with the Town of Melita. 

JEFFREY was born January 21, 1968 at Delo
raine. He is attending school in Melita. He is a 
member of Melita Minor Hockey. Jeff is also a mem
ber of the Royal Canadian Air Cadet Squadron #263 
of Melita. 

MICHAEL was born on May 16, 1969 at Melita. 
He is attending school in Melita and is a member of 
Melita Minor Hockey. Mike also enjoys trapping, 
fishing and swimming. 

NICOLE was born April 16, 1972 at Deloraine 
and attends school in Melita. She likes to swim and is 
a member of the 4-H Club in Melita. 

Armstrong, Robert R. 
ROBERf R. ARMSTRONG, youngest son of 

John David Armstrong, of Millbrook, Ontario, was 
born in 1861 and married EMILY JANE STEWARf 
of Stewart Hall, Otonabee in 1884. They came west 
in 1885 and took over the homestead of his brother, 
James, (south of Elva), in exchange for the original 
Armstrong homestead in Cavan County near Mill
brook. Seven children were born to this family: VIO
LET EMILY, born in 1888, married FRANK 
SUTHERLAND from Edinborough, Scotland; 
MARY WINNIFRED ISABEL, born in 1890 mar
ried WILLIAM SCOTT of Dumfries, Scotland; 
OSWALD ROBERT born in 1892 married JESSIE 
DINGWALL of Melita; JOHN DUNWOODY born 
in 1896 married GRACE ROSS of Melita; 
GERTRUDE MARGUERITE born in 1898 mar
ried DAVID LAMONT of Melita; FRANCIS 
WALKER born in 1900 married EMILY JANE 
HORSLEY of Elva; and HENRIETTA STEWART 
born in 1903 married A. KOPPLIN of Toronto, 
Ontario. 



The Armstrongs gave up farming in 1906 and 
moved to Melita where the family received their 
schooling. Mr. Armstrong purchased an implement 
business in Maidstone, Saskatchewan and continued 
there until his death in 1912 at the age of 51 years. The 
family continued to live in Melita until Mrs. 
Armstrong's death in 1934 at age 74. 

Of this family only Oswald and myself (Francis) 
survive to this date. Oswald (Oz) for many years was 
employed in the grocery business in Melita and later 
in Estevan, and later moved to the United States and 
eventually became an independent grocer retiring in 
1962 to live in Beloit, Wisconsin. 

Armstrong, Rev. Francis (Frank) Walker 
After completing studies required for the minis

try, I, FRANCIS WALKER ARMSTRONG 
(FRANK) was ordained a minister of the United 
Church in 1928, and accepted a call to the Elva
Pierson charge, serving this charge for four years 
during much of the Depression. Then followed a year 
of postgraduate study in Emmanual College, Toron
to, receiving the degree Master of Divinity. I ac
cepted a call to The Pas in 1933 and served as 
chairman of Hudson's Bay Presbytery continuously 
during a five year pastorate there. I had a short 
pastorate in Pipestone (1938-40) prior to enlistment 
for service in the Canadian Army as Chaplain in 
October 1940. I was promoted to rank of H/Major 
and Principal Chaplain of the 5th Armoured Division 
in 1945. 

Following my discharge I accepted a call to the 
Forrest-Douglas charge. In 1948 Forrest con
gregation, assisted by Bion congregation, was dis
tinguished by having their morning service broadcast 
"Trans Canada", coast to coast. Warm letters of 
thanks and appreciation were received, especially 
from Picton, Nova Scotia, because mention had been 
made of the arrival in the 1870's of Rev. Roddy and 
party, natives of Picton, to settle in the Brandon 
Hills. 

Following a short pastorate in Bermuda, I ac
cepted a call to St. James United Church in Winnipeg 
and served for nine years there during which time a 
new church was built (paid for in ten years). I was 
called to Kirkfield Park, a new congregation in 1960. 
During an eight year pastorate the congregation grew 
from a membership of 50 to a membership of 585. A 
new church was built in 1963. 

I retired in 1968 after 40 years service in the 
pastorate. I was elected to the St. James School 
Board in 1968 and served three terms, a total of nine 
years. 

In June 1930 Rev. Frank Armstrong married EM
ILY JANE HORSLEY, a school teacher, music 
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teacher and organist for the Elva congregation. Emi
ly proved herself an excellent minister's wife, enter
ing whole heartedly into the work of the church. 

In 1948 she was awarded life membership in the 
Women's Missionary Society by the Women's Mis
sionary Society of Forrest, Manitoba. Later, in 1968, 
she was awarded life membership in the organization 
of the United Church Women by the Kirkfield Park 
United Church. Now 78, she enjoys reasonably good 
health and attends Trinity United Church in Edmon
ton along with her husband Frank, son DOUGLAS 
and his wife MARY (ALLEN) and their four grown 
children, Fraser, Kim, Lori and Ian. 

Three children blest this union. Emily Jane Dor
othy, born July 30, 1931, was formerly Canadian 
Ambassador to Hungary and presently is lecturing on 
foreign affairs in the Maritime Universities. William 
Douglas, born October 31, 1934, is a graduate in 
medicine from the Manitoba Medical College. He is 
now a researcher in Immunology and a practising 
physician in Edmonton. Francis Winston, born Au
gust 6, 1942, died in a tragic drowning accident in 
May 1958, at the age of 18, on the eve of his gradua
tion from St. James Collegiate. 

Frank and Emily celebrated their Golden Wed
ding Anniversary June 26, 1980. They moved to 
Edmonton July 1981. 

Armstrong, George Irwin 
(taken from early papers 1913) 

GEORGE IRWIN ARMSTRONG was born at 
Napanee, Ontario in 1854, and in company with his 
brother came to Manitoba in the spring of 1882 and 
located on E 32-3-27 where he resided. He was the 
youngest of three brothers, all of whom predeceased 
him. He was twice married, his first wife being 
EDITH DEMOREST of Napanee, of which union 
two sons were born, BRYON, who died six years ago 
and MORRIS who is living at home. His second 
wife was FRANCIS RIGHTMYER of Toronto who 
survived him. Deceased was well known in Elva and 
Melita districts and well respected. He passed away 
Sunday, January 4,1913 after suffering the effects of 
an accident which occurred some seven weeks pre
vious. The funeral was held in Melita, Reverend H. 
S. Ram officiating. 

Arnold, Alex 
ALEX ARNOLD was the son of the late Sam and 

Mamie Arnold, one of a family of twelve born at 
Somerset, Manitoba in 1898. When a young man he 
and his twin brother, Allan started farming together 
in that area. Disposing of their farm they moved to 
Nipawin, Saskatchewan in 1923, and again farmed 
jointly until 1963 when they sold their farm and 



moved into Nipawin to retire. They did a lot of 
travelling and on one of his trips, Alex met Jennie 
Davis (nee Oberlin) of Melita, whom he married in 
1969 and came to Melita to make his home in new 
surroundings. Alex's new hobby was a keen interest 
in buying and selling antique bric-a-brac until late 
years. He is now content to take pride in caring for 
his flower and vegetable garden. His wife passed 
away in April, 1981. 

Ashcroft, John 
JOHN ASHCROFT came to Canada from Scot

land in 1925, to stay with an uncle and aunt in Sarnia, 
Ontario. In the fall he came West for the harvest. He 
and another fellow were met at the station by Bert 
Wood and were offered jobs. John stayed in the 
Melita area, and worked for Bill Parham on Doc 
Leslie's farm, and also for Cecil Parham on the Mer
ritt farm. He went home to Scotland in 1928, and 
married ISABELLA HOUSTON of Westbum Farm, 
Cambusland. He came back to Canada and I fol
lowed him in 1929. He was working at Jim Spence's 
place and I worked in the house for three weeks, and 
then went over to Elden's (Scotch people) and stayed 
there till fall. We were then hired by Mr. W. Clark. 
The "dirty 30's" came and Mr. Clark came back to 
live on the farm. We then moved to the little house. 
Our little son was born on the fourth of April and died 
on the fourth of May. John Ashcroft had bought two 
cows in calf, and Mr. Wood kept them for us. We then 
moved to the Browns district on Mr. Lank Savage's 
farm. We took in cattle to pasture for a short time as 
there was nothing for them to eat. John had to go 
away for six or seven weeks to put up hay. By this 
time I had a baby. She was six months old and good 
company. We stayed there, then Mr. Crane wanted us 

L. -R.: Mr. and Mrs. John Ashcroft, Isabelle, Jeanette, Flora, Jo 
Anne. 
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on his farm, SE 14-4-27 as he was moving back to 
Mrs. Crane's home farm in Peninsula district, so we 
started farming. The first year there was no crop. We 
were hailed out the second year. The third year Mr. 
Bill Harmon bought the farm as his son Jack had got 
married and wanted a place of his own. We then 
bought a farm in the West Brenda district, 32-4-26. 
We retired from that farm in 1969 after being there for 
twenty years. We now reside in the Melita Lodge and 
are enjoying life. Our family, four daughters, are all 
married and we are enjoying our grandchildren and 
great grandchildren. 

ISABEL is married to Dave De Graff and lives at 
Sylvan Lake, Alberta. 

JANETTE married Grant Lackie. They live at 
Darwell, Alberta. 

FLORA married Bill Lockhart and they are liv
ing in Brandon, Manitoba. 

JOHANNE married Roy Ereaut of Newfound
land. They live in Kamloops, British Columbia. 

Ashton, William Ewart 
submitted by Roberta (Ashton) Wallace 

My father, WILLIAM EWARf ASHTON, was 
born in Manchester, England in 1874. He was to 
become a chemist, but his Latin was poor. Going into 
real estate with his father didn't appeal to him, so at 
18 years of age he came to Manitoba, to the Whitewa
ter district. I imagine he was one of the typical 
"green Englishmen" who seem to have been the butt 
of many jokes, although those same Englishmen 
could have shown their Canadian peers many things. 
Certainly farming wasn't one of them! 

He began by working on a farm, but at some time 
he began buying grain, and it was in this way that he 
came to Cameron Siding, between Coulter and 

L.-R.: William E. Ashton, Eleanor, Mrs. Ashton, Frances 
Roberta (1926). 



Lyleton. There he met, and in 1910 married, my 
mother, ANNA MATILDA HAMILTON, born the 
eldest daughter of David and Annie Hamilton on 
April 21 , 1887. They lived near the elevator for about 
13 years and their three daughters were born there: 
ELEANOR MAY in 1911, ROBERTA ANNE in 
1921, and FRANCES ROWENA in 1922. 

Eleanor began school at South Antler and took a 
few months of schooling at Waskada to begin her 
Grade IX. In 1923 the family moved to Melita and 
Dad bought grain for the Lake of the Woods elevator. 
(I was half grown before I realized there was any 
flour but Five Roses.) 

My father died after a short illness in 1926, leav
ing a very young family and a wife with little experi
ence in managing on her own. Since everyone was 
"hard-up" in those years, we didn't feel under
privileged at all. Mother supplemented our income 
by custom sewing, baking for sale, and for a few 
winters she was hired by the W.I. to make hot lunches 
for those children who came to school in the vans. 
They got scalloped potatoes, baked beans, tomato 
and vegetable soup or cocoa- one dish each school 
day. Later we boarded teachers and public health 
nurses. 

In 1945, after working in Souris and Brandon, 
mother married John Baldwin, an auctioneer from 
Fertile, Saskatchewan. They stayed there for a short 
time and then moved to Courtenay, British Colum
bia. They lived there happily, gardening, fishing and 
entertaining prairie visitors for many years. In 1962, 
John Baldwin died suddenly while visiting in Sas
katchewan. Mother returned to Courtenay for a few 
years, but since then has lived with her daughters. At 
present, in May 1982, she has moved into a new 
Personal Care Home in Hamiota, Manitoba. At 95, 
her health is remarkably good. 

The eldest daughter, Eleanor, married Walter 
Bateman of the Eunola district, near Tilston. They 
have three daughters: Rosemary, married to Louie 
Hollinger, Sylvan Lake, Alberta, with four daugh
ters; Hazel, married to Wayne Nylin, Sylvan Lake, 
with two sons; Coralynn, married to Ken Tiechrib, 
Langley, British Columbia. They have two daughters 
and two sons. Walter died in 1965 and Eleanor in 
1972. 

I, Roberta, worked in Ottawa during the war, then 
married Harvey Wallace and we returned to Crandall, 
Manitoba to farm. Harvey died suddenly in 1966, at 
44 years of age. We have two sons, Brock Ashton, in 
Edmonton, and Kerry Barr, at present living in 
OIds, Alberta. 

Frances worked in Ottawa, then in Brandon and 
in Deloraine. She married Russell Colville of Delo
raine. They later lived in Yellowknife, Langley and 
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Vernon, British Columbia. Frances died in April, 
1982. Russell continues to work as a meteorologist in 
Vernon and lives with their son, Ewart. 

Remembering our early lives in Melita, I find 
most of my memories centre around the Presbyterian 
Church and school. Our field days bore no re
semblance to present-day track and field, but they 
were big days in our lives. I took part in fancy drills, 
which took a lot less exertion than racing. The parade 
itself was something special larger schools in 
coloured sashes and hats, and the small rural schools 
in full costume. Of course, the Melita band made the 
whole thing exciting. We enjoyed the festivals too. I 
can remember the first festival I went to, either at 
Virden or Souris, and Ardyth Merriweather took a 
young choir. 

Church means Mission Band. I remember the 
spanking I got the day I decided I was too old to go 
and Mother disagreed. There was choir practice and 
the odd choir party (sometimes very odd). We had 
Sunday School picnics, Sunday School with Mrs. 
Yuill and Mrs. Charles, the Dunbar, Thomas and 
Campbell families. I'm writing this on Mother's Day, 
1982 and wearing one of the Presbyterian paper car
nations. It takes me back to the flower-making bees, 
and the Saturday before Mother's Day when six or 
eight of us were sent out in couples to sell these 
carnations. Win Scott decorated the baskets and 
doused them generously with oil of cloves, to give 
the effect of real flowers. My idea of opulence at that 
time was to be able to buy my mother one of the real 
carnations for 25¢. 

I also remember sleighriding on Jones' hill, going 
swimming with the Pettiphers and playing with the 
Rutherfords, Birds and Dyers - we didn't stray very 
far from our own comer of town. We lived in a brick 
cottage later owned by Pearl Coates, then in the 
Hewitt or Harry Morrow house. 

Is anyone else old enough to remember the ex
citement of Chautauqua? Sometimes it began the 
previous Saturday with a parade organized by the 
"Chautauqua Lady" (probably a public relations per
son). My favourite teacher, Violet Kerr, left teaching 
to become a "Chautauqua Lady" . The idea started as 
a series of inspirational lectures planned as safe eve
ning entertainment for Sunday School teachers tak
ing courses in Chautauqua, New York. However, by 
the time it got to us, it had changed to a variety of 
entertainment (still safe) - puppets and musical 
shows in the afternoon, and lectures and plays in the 
evening. It was really better than Christmas because 
it lasted all week! That week always led to a rash of 
backyard, home-made Chautauquas. There was one 
memorable epic performed in the Mann attic, en
titled "Love in the Rough", taking a couple through 



courtship, early marriage in a log cabin and on to 
such wealth that they owned planes and yachts, and 
even had their baby kidnapped. Sometimes when I 
read a modem book or watch a T. V. series, I think 
"This is just "Love in the Rough" with more sex." 
Chautauqua lost a lot of the thrill when it moved from 
the big tent to the Coliseum. 

There is one Melita character that I think deserves 
a whole chapter to himself- Sitting Eagle. He was 
around at the time of the very first pioneers, and 
when someone asked him how long he'd lived there, 
he said "always". He evidently belonged on the 
Pipestone reserve, but was too independent to get 
along with the Indian agent. He camped in the River 
Park at times in the summer, but in the winter he was 
allowed to sleep in the fire hall. He had to scrounge 
for meals and ours was one place he visited. I remem
ber him singing a hymn in his own language early 
one Sunday morning, in our kitchen, to Mother. 
Another time, he said spring was coming because 
"the talking bird" was back. Mother thought he must 
mean the meadowlark so she asked what it said. 
Sitting Eagle said, "He only talks Indian." Another 
time he was examining Grandma's canary cage and 
Mother explained that it was divided because it was a 
breeding cage. Sitting Eagle asked, "Where's bull?" 
He sometimes came to the Presbyterian Church ser
vices and one time he told Mother ''All the time
ten cents, ten cents!" 

Although its almost 40 years since we've left 
Melita, and though we've led happy lives in other 
places, we've always felt Melita was a special place. I 
think maybe it was a special time, too, when most 
people were rather poor, so they had a bond between 
them. It didn't seem to take much to entertain us as 
children - even the annual church meeting was a big 
deal! 

I'm really proud to have grown up in Melita and I 
always expect people to be impressed when I tell 
them I lived there. 

Atkinson, Robert Furniss 
In 1879 ROBERT F. and his eldest son ROBERT 

came west to Clearwater, Manitoba. The following 
year the rest of the family came with their families. In 
1881 William John and Abraham travelled farther 
west and took up homesteads. 

Robert and Helen followed their family from 
Clearwater in 1886. In October 1886 Father Robert 
died at age 69, being the first death in Township One, 
and Mother Helen died in 1888. They were buried on 
their son Robert's farm (W 28-1-27). Their remains 
were later moved to Coultervale Cemetery after it 
was established in 1897 (NW 22-1-27), it having been 
donated by Angus Bell. Angus' was the first death 
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there after he had donated the land but he was buried 
in the Melita Cemetery (Plot 28, Block 6). 

The Robert Atkinson family who stayed in 
Arthur were: John, born 1850; Abraham born 1851; 
William born 1845; Robert born 1859; Jennie born 
1863 and Alice Jane born 1865. The three sisters who 
did not remain in the community were: Mary Fish 
McKinnon born 1846; Elizabeth Ann Duck born 
1848, and Margaret Ellen Elliott born 1857. 

Janet (Jennie) Atkinson married John 
McLaren and he died before his son Robert 
McLaren was born in 1890, on 16-1-27. In 1896 she 
married Duncan Day (1862-1928) (see Duncan Day 
history). 

Alice Jane Atkinson married James Barker and 
moved to Glen Ewen and had seven children: Percy, 
Mabel Atkinson, Hazel Wood (1899), Vera (Hill) 
Harrison (1897), Clara Best, Irene Dunn, and Bes
sie Penner. Vera, Hazel and Bessie are still living. 

Atkinson, John Furniss 
JOHN F. ATKINSON of Bentink Town, County 

of Gray, Ontario was born in 1850. (Died 1922.) On 
December 25, 1871 he married ELIZABETH ANN 
BROWN, born 1848 (died 1919), in Owen Sound, 
Ontario. In 1881 he came to Clearwater, Manitoba to 
join his father and moved in the spring of 1882 with 
his wife Bessie to NE 34-1-27 where he built a house 
of logs - the first house to be constructed in Town
ship One, Range 27. 

They raised a family of eight who all remained in 
Coulter, but their descendants are scattered across 
Canada. The children were: Winnona Elizabeth 
Maud, Robert John Cromwell, Agnes Jane, Helen 
Neilson, James Antier, Vernon Harcourt, Jennie 
Alice and Leila Edna. 

Winnona Elizabeth Maud was born December 
20, 1872 in Chesley, Gray County, Ontario. She 
came West with her parents, arriving at Coulter by 
covered wagon in 1882. She took nurse's training in 
Winnipeg and practised there until 1933 when, due 
to ill health, she returned to Coulter to live with her 
brother Jim and sister Helen until her death on 
November 19, 1942. 

Agnes Jane was born in Ontario September 23, 
1877. She came west with her parents in 1882 and 
married William McKague (see William McKague 
history). 

Helen Neilson was born in Ontario August 15, 
1880. She never married and lived most of her life 
with her brother Jim. She took care of her sister 
Winnie until her death and looked after her brother 
Vern's family after the death of his wife Carrie, who 
died in 1956. 

Jennie Alice (Jean) was born February 25,1889. 



Atkinson family. l.-R.: Vernon. Winnona. Robert. Helen. James. Front: Jean. John Furniss (father), Leila. Elizabeth (mother). 
Agnes. 

She was married in December 1918 to William An
drews (see William Andrews history). 

Leila Edna was born February 7, 1891. In 1922 
she married Albert Edward Andrews (see A. E. 
Andrews history). 

Atkinson, Robert Jobn Cromwell 
Robert John Cromwell Atkinson was born April 

7, 1874 in Ontario and came west with his parents in 
1882. On March 21, 1905 he married Isabella E. 
Day, born December 28, 1875 in Orillia, Ontario. 
She was a sister of Duncan Day who married Janet 

Robert J.e. and Isabella (Day) Atkinson. 
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(Jennie) Atkinson McLaren, aunt of Robert John 
Cromwell Atkinson. 

Rob and Belle farmed 15-1-27 and 10-2-27 where 
the ridge of Indian burial mounds exists. They raised 
three daughters, Calista, Mary and Wanda. Rob 
and Belle had four other babies who died in infancy. 

Rob and Belle retired to Melita in November 
1943 where they passed away and were laid to rest in 
Melita Cemetery. 

Calista Helen was born October 17, 1909 (died 
1962) and on October 17, 1944 married James W. 
Brown (see James W. Brown history). 

Mary Elizabeth was born September 9, 1911, the 
second daughter of Rob and Belle. She worked for 
Mary Dunbar in her dress shop until Mary Dunbar's 
marriage to Mr. Howlett. Norman Gould needed held 
in his dress store so Mary worked there until leaving 
to work in the grocery store for Mr. Jobbins. In 1957 
she left the store to look after her ailing mother. On 
Septmeber 13, 1960 Mrs. Atkinson died leaving 
Mary alone. She then rented out her home until 1977 . 

On October 6, 1979 she married Robert James 
Pearce (born December 6, 1909) and they are still 
living in their home in Melita. (This submitted by 
Mary Pearce.) 

Wanda Juletta, the third daughter of Rob and 
Belle, was born October 9, 1916 on 15-1-27. On 



January 20, 1945 she married Walter Kenneth 
Fraser (see Ken Fraser history). 

Robert and Mary (Atkinson) Pearce (1979). 

Atkinson, James Antler 
James Antler Atkinson, born January 6,1884, the 

first white male child born in Township One, Range 
27, was the fifth child of John Furniss and Elizabeth 
Ann Atkinson. Jim farmed with his brother Vern on 
the home farm, 34-1-27. He never married and died 
in 1956. 

Atkinson, Vernon Harcourt 
Vernon Harcourt Atkinson was born December 

5,1885, the sixth child of John Furniss and Elizabeth 
Ann Atkinson. He married in 1927 to Caroline Ma
rie Mott (born 1894) who taught at Coulter school. 
They had three children: Basil, Lois and John 
(Jack). Caroline died in 1938. Vern died in 1962. 

Basil Vernon Berton was born March 26, 1929. 
He married on February 9, 1957 to Mary Sople. 
They live on the old Atkinson homestead and have no 
family. 

Lois Marie was born March 8, 1931 and married 
Bill Olson of Pierson in 1953. They have a family of 
ten: Lydia Marie, born November 26, 1953, mar
ried in May 1973 to Ken Mills, they have two chil
dren; John Vernon, born November 14, 1954, 
married in 1980 to Rose Marie White; Linda 
Louise, born December 15, 1955; Daniel Edward, 
born August 4, 1957; Sylvia Jeanette, born January 
22,1959; Lois (Bunny) Elaine, born December 11, 
1960; Francis Donelda, born February 16, 1962; 
Timothy William, born March 3, 1964; Wendy 
Elizabeth, born June 23, 1965; and Diane Florence, 
born October 4, 1968. 

John (Jack) Harcourt was born March 6, 1933 and 
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was married in 1960 to Joy Francis Glanville. They 
live at Duncan, British Columbia now and have four 
children: Phillip Vernon, born May 31, 1961; Carrie 
Joyce, born May 20, 1962; Lynnette Marie, born 
September 9, 1963; and Edward James, born Febru
ary 19, 1968. 

Atkinson, Abraham Neilson (1851-1917) 
Abraham Neilson Atkinson married Mary 

McFadgen (1852-1927). They settled on 20-1-27 and 
had 12 children: Robert (1876); Neilson (1878); 
John (1881); Abe (1882); Ida (McIlmoyU) born 
1887; Nellie (Walker) born 1879; Herb (1885); Belle 
(Bennedict) born 1888; Ross (1891); Jean (Rennie) 
born 1896; Gideon (1894-94); and Archie (1898). 
They moved to Saskatchewan in the early 1900's. Ida 
McIlmoyll is still living at Beinfeit in 1982. 

Atkinson, William J. Skirrow 
WilliamJ. Skirrow Atkinson, born 1854, married 

Ester Brown, sister of John's wife. They settled on E 
28-1-27. They had Ethel (Riach) born 1883, the first 
white female child in Township One, Range 27; Etta 
(King), Skirrow and Ira. Later they moved to Melita 
and worked on the railroad and then moved to Van
couver. 

Atkinson, Robert George 
Robert George Atkinson, born 1859, married 

Minnie Ducker in 1881. They had four children: 
Laura (Burgess), Wilfred Roy, Vivian and Velma 
(Martin). They lived on W 28-1-27 then moved to 
Gainsborough, Russell, Gladstone and finally settled 
in Winnipeg. There are no descendants of Robert. 

In 1982 there have been six generations of Atkin
sons in Township One, Range 27, and many more 
live in Arthur Municipality. 

Avery, Harry M. 
HARRY and MAZIE AVERY moved to Melita 

from the Clearwater area in 1926 with their four 
children RAYBURN, ALICE, LEONARD and 
VERL who was then three months old. Another son 
was born in December 1930 at Melita, but died a 
month later. On arrival in Melita, they were made 
welcome by such good neighbors as Bob and Flo
rence Anderson, Harry and Margaret Boscow, Bill 
and Pearl Mason, and Mr. and Mrs. M. Jones and 
their daugher Vivian. Mrs. Boscow sent her eldest 
two daughters Rene and Florence over to baby sit the 
children while the unpacking was being done. 

During their stay in Melita Mr. Avery sold 
Watkins Products and Renfrew Cream Separators. 
Mrs. Avery took an active part in home and com
munity affairs including the United Church, she was 



co-leader of a group with M. Townsend for the Home 
Management Course sponsored by the Extension 
Service of the Department of Agriculture in 1931-32 
and began curling with the Melita Ladies' Curling 
Club. The children all started school in Melita and 
looked forward to the annual school Field Day, the 
Christmas concerts and the Music Festivals. Many 
happy hours were spent practising the drills, cho
ruses, and marches under the direction of such teach
ers as the then Miss Frances Pierce, Miss Annie 
McFadden, Miss Flora McGregor, Miss Ardith 
Merryweather and Miss Mignon Taylor. Favorite 
games included "Hoist Your Sails" (which we un
knowingly called "Oyster Sails") and kite flying in 
the spring and summer. In winter tobogganing on 
Jones' hill and skating in the new rink were great 
pastimes. Rayburn and Alice were members of the 
Boy Scouts and Girl Guides under such enthusiastic 
leaders and patrol leaders as Mr. and Mrs. Musson, 
Jack Musson, Athol Robertson and Margaret Petti
pher. All the children attended Sunday School in 
Victoria United Church. Special treats included din
ner parties at Mrs. Gordon Hoover's home for all the 
girls in Sylvia's class, or being guests of Mrs. House 
for a meeting to learn catechism. Of course the high
light was the annual Christmas tree with the huge 
"real" tree decorated and with a gift for each child. 
This was the only Christmas tree we saw in those 
years. Alice was also a member of Mrs. Watt Kay's 
Mission Band as the secretary. 

Due to the depression and drought, it was with 
great reluctance the family left Melita at the end of 
school in June, 1935. They eventually moved to 
Brandon. Mr. Avery died in 1949 and Mrs. Avery is 
now a resident of Fairview Home Inc., Brandon, due 
to ill health. Rayburn and his wife Marjorie and two 
children reside in Vancouver. Alice and her husband 
Grant Cosgrove live in Brandon. Their two daughters 
Carolyn and Sandra are both married and Carolyn 
and her husband have two sons - two grandsons for 
Alice and Grant. Leonard lives in Calgary with his 
wife Marion. One of their daughters is married and 
lives in Calgary and their other daughter is in Van
couver. Verl and her husband, Roy Smith, also live in 
Calgary as do their three married children. They have 
six grandchildren. 

Babcock, Gilbert 
GILBERT, youngest son of Alfred (deceased) 

and Alice Babcock of Medora , was born in Deloraine 
in 1946. He received his education in Sherwood, 
Medora and Deloraine Schools. He moved to Melita 
in the fall of 1966 and was employed by the Melita 
Bakery and Melita Seed and Feed. In the summer of 

423 

Babcock family: Lyneve, Joyce, Gib, John (back). 

1967 he began employment at McLeod's Store of 
Melita. 

Gilbert married JOYCE TRESS DOBBYN, 
youngest daughter of Allan (deceased) and Ruth 
Dobbyn of Melita in 1968. She received her educa
tion at Melita Elementary and High Schools, and in 
1963, her Grade XII standing. Summer and week
end employment was at the Oasis Restaurant of 
Melita. 

In December of 1972 Gilbert began employment 
with Virden Credit Union, Melita Branch. During 
our first year of marriage we resided at the comer of 
Government Rd. and Front Street. We then moved to 
42 Elm Street until 1973. Then we lived at 30 Ash 
Street. We had lived there for only six months when 
in 1974 we moved to Deloraine where Gilbert took up 
employment with Turtle Mountain Credit Union. 

We have been blessed with two children: JOHN 
ALFRED ALLAN, born in 1968 and JOYCE 
LYNEVE born in 1969. 

As a family we enjoy riding our motorcycles and 
going on trips. 

Bacon, James 
JAMES BACON was born October 30, 1860 at 

Walton, Ontario to John Henry Bacon and Martha 
Hewitt. He had three brothers: JOHN, who died from 
a steam accident at Lauder, Manitoba; BILL and 
BENJAMIN, who lived at Spokane, Washington. 
When they were very young their dad left home to 
find work and they and their mother went to live with 
the Hewitts. Through different circumstances they 
didn't live with their father again. 



James and Jennie Bacon wedding day. 

Jim was nine years old when he left home. He 
worked out from then on, until he homesteaded on 
33-4-27 north of Melita, in the Browns District. He 
returned to Ontario and married JANET CROZIER, 
of Seaforth, Ontario. She was born March 10, 1869. 
Jim helped with different bam raisings, etc., around 
the country and was very fond of his neighbours. He 
had a great love of horses. They farmed at Melita 
until March 17, 1930, selling the farm to Chris 
Baumgarten and leaving for Peace River, British Co
lumbia. They took their stock and belongings by 
train. There they cleared the land and farmed. Jim 
Bacon passed away August 22, 1939 and is buried at 
Dawson Creek, British Columbia. His wife, Janet, 
passed away June 26, 1957 in Vancouver and is also 
buried at Dawson Creek. 

To this union there were six children, all born at 
Melita and all received their schooling at Browns 
SchooL Their first school teacher was Mrs. William 
Harmon Sr. and their Sunday School teacher was 
Miss Jane Forsyth. 

JAMES HENRY (HARRY) was born January 3, 
1902 and is living at Dawson Creek, B.C. having 
moved there in March 1928. 

AMY EVELYN GRACE was born May 14, 
1903 and married Maurice Lavigne of Pipestone on 
April 30, 1930. (see Maurice Lavigne history). 

ANNA LILA MARY was born July 7, 1904 and 
married James McRae of Elva on November 21, 
1928 (see McRae history). 

JENNIE MYRTLE was born September 13, 
1905 and married Hugh MacDonald of Woodnorth 
and five children were born to them: James Arthur, 
Catherine Louise, Beverley Roy, Russell and 
George. Hugh passed away in March 1955 and Myr
tle married John Lansing at Virden October 24, 1958. 
Myrtle passed away in 1966. 

BENJAMIN RAE, born January 5, 1907, went 
to the Peace River in 1930 and married Alma 
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Henrickson in Rolla, British Columbia. They had 
two sons: James Harold and Leonard Rayworth. 
Rae and Alma were divorced and Rae is married 
again. He is living at Dawson Creek. 

WILLIAM ERLE was born April 5, 1908 and 
also moved to the Peace River area in 1930 and 
married Bethel Packer. They have two daughters, 
Lila Louise and Myrtle Laval. 

Bailey, Percy 
PERCY BAILEY was born in 1910 at Viceroy, 

Saskatchewan. He came to Tilston in 1929 and 
worked for several farmers around the district. He 
married ESTHER WRAY of Tilston in 1938. 

They rented a farm from the late Mr. Frank 
Hume, then known as the Hutchings farm, and 
moved to Elva in the spring of 1940. 

They then bought a farm from the late Frank 
Hume, known as the Bob Skelton farm, and moved 
there in the spring of 1943. 

They had five children, all born at Elva. But they 
lost the older two in a fire, namely KENNETH and 
KAY, when their house was burned on December 8, 
1945. 

Then they lost their next daughter, NANCY, by 
death October 3, 1952. 

They still have two daughters, namely LOR
RAINE (LORRIE) and DARLENE. 

Lorrie married a Brandon boy, Colin Snelgrove, 
whose mother is the former Florence Hamilton, of 
the Cameron district. They have three daughters, 
Nancy, Cathy and Penny. They live in Brandon. 

Darlene married Delbert Duncan, a Reston boy, 
and at present they are living at Thompson. 

Percy, Esther and the two daughters moved to 
Brandon in November 1953. They sold theirfarm to 
Albert Pratt, who still lives there. 

Percy went to work for Lindenberg Seeds and 
was there until he retired at the end of 1975. He had 
been manager of the seed plant for a number of years. 

After retirement Percy had a hobby of making 
miniature (horse) farm machinery_ 

Percy and Esther still live in their own home in 
Brandon. 

Bailey, Kenneth William 
KEN BAILEY was born at Viceroy, Saskatche

wan in 1915, the son of Arthur and Evelina Bailey 
who were born in Birmingham, England. Ken took 
his schooling in a country school near Viceroy. He 
came to Manitoba in 1937, helped build the Virden 
Airport and worked on a farm. He met and married 
BERTHA ISOBEL BURR March 7, 1942, the 
daughter of Robert and Bertha Burr of Lenore, Man
itoba. Her father, Robert, was born at Owen Sound, 



Ontario and her mother Bertha was born at Peter
borough, Northamptonshire, England. Ken and Iso
bel moved to Elva and farmed on SE 8-3-27. They 
had four children. 

EVELYN BERTHA BAILEY was born July 2, 
1942. She completed her schooling at Elva and Pier
son. She then took a stenographer's course at the 
Agricultural Extension Centre in Brandon. She 
worked for Stephenson and Clement, lawyers' 'of
fice, until she married Raymond Earle Duthie of 
Lauder. They have four children: Randy, Karen, 
Glenn and Judy. 

ROBERT GORDON BAILEY was born Sep
tember 18, 1943. He took his schooling at Elva after 
which he farmed with his father and married 
GLORIA JEAN MURRAY of Melita on October 
10,1964. They reside on a farm in the Elva district on 
SW 5-3-27. They have three girls: Sandra, Sharon 
and Kathy. 

MARILYN ESTHER BAILEY was born Janu
ary 28, 1945. She completed her schooling at Elva 
and Pierson. She then was employed by the Royal 
Bank of Canada at Pierson and Brandon. She married 
Donald Thomas Brown of Carievale, Saskatchewan 
on June 12, 1965. They lived at Oxbow, Saskatche
wan until August 1980 and they now reside at Grande 
Prairie, Alberta. They have two children: Kirk and 
Andrea. 

ELEANOR MONA BAILEY was born April 
29, 1946. She completed her education at Elva and 
Pierson. She was then employed by the Royal Bank 
of Canada in Melita. She married ORVILLE 
JAMES RENWICK of Coulter and they live on NE 
14-1-27. They have three children: Annette, Susan 
and Marilyn. 

Ken passed away on May 21, 1980 and is buried 
in Melita Cemetery. 

Bailey, Earle 
by Joyce Braybrook 

EARLE and GRACE BAILEY were married in 
1938. They worked on farms in the Lenore District. 
In 1942 they moved from Saskatchewan to Virden 
where Earle worked as a civilian employee at 19 
E.F.T.S. (Elementary Flying Training School) until 
1944 when he joined the Army. In December of 1945 
he got a leave of absence due to his brother Percy's 
tragic fire and the loss of their two children. 

The first part of March 1946 Earle moved his wife 
Grace and their five children, JOYCE, DAVID, 
GARY, AUDREY and BRUCE to Elva to the 
Gillander farm where they stayed for a short while. 

Earle received his discharge from the Army 
March 22,1946. Afterreturning from Winnipeg they 
moved to the George Wyatt farm just north of Elva. 
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Bailey family. L.-R., Standing: Joyce, Grace, Bruce. Seated: 
Garry, David, Audrey, and camera shy Earl. 

Joyce, David and Gary went to school at Elva. Au
drey and Bruce were at home. Grace and Earle were 
very active in all community affairs; curling, card 
parties and community dances. Their home was al
ways open to the children who needed a place to stay 
in the winter so they could attend school. 

Earle and his family lived on this farm for three 
years. In 1949 they moved to Browns School Dis
trict, one half mile north of the school. Audrey 
started school there. Their twin sons, LLOYD and 
LARRY were born March 5, 1950. In the winter of 
1949-50 Joyce and Earle and others of the district 
took part in a play to raise money to purchase a record 
player and records so the district could enjoy dancing 
after the card games. 

The spring of 1950 they moved to Bede, to farm. 
This was a very wet spring. Grace remembers not 
going off the farm for a month because the roads were 
impassible and full of frost boils. Sometimes they 
had to carry the can of cream out to the highway and 
catch a ride to Melita to get the groceries, and then 
carry them in again. Bruce started school at Bede. 
They drove to school in winter with the team and 
cutter and horse and cart in the summer or walked. Of 
course there were the usual accidents of racing with 
their friends and the horses running away and some
one getting hurt. 

In May of 1951 the barn burned down. Before it 
was reconstructed the horses had to be tied to the 
fence posts around the yard to be harnessed for work 
in the fields. The milk cows didn't like this, and 
could run you a merry chase. Those big horse flies 
just had a "heyday" adding to the many problems. 

Grace and Earle moved to Pipestone for a sum
mer and then in the fall of 1952 moved to Virden 



where Earle started working in the oil fields. They 
are retired and still reside in Virden. Most of their 
children are not too far away. 

Joyce married Gordon Braybrook in 1954 and is 
farming at Hargrave, Manitoba. They have five chil
dren: three boys and twin girls. 

David married Karen Morris of Reston in 1964 
and he operates his own trucking business at Kitimat, 
British Columbia. They have four children: two boys 
and two girls. 

Gary married Brenda Whyte of Virden in 1981 
and they live at Elkhorn. They have three children: 
one son and two daughters. Gary is a battery operator 
in the oil fields. 

Audrey married Eddie Stendall in 1960. They 
live on a farm at Cromer. They have three children: 
two boys and one girl. 

Bruce married Beverley Fontana in 1970. He is 
one of the superintendents at Eurican Pulp Paper and 
Lumber Co. at Kitimat, British Columbia. They have 
three children: two boys and one girl. 

Larry married Lynda Dengler of Regina in 1981. 
They work for Saskatchewan Wheat Pool in Regina, 
Saskatchewan as secretaries. They like all sports; 
curling, hockey, ball and golf. Larry enjoys coaching 
youth teams. 

Lloyd is single. He is a foreman at Federal Pi
oneer Electric in Brandon and enjoys curling, ball 
and golf. 

Earle and Grace have 18 grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren. 

Balderston, Walter 
WALTER BALDERSTON came from Aylmer, 

Ontario in 1904 to work for John Drysdale of the 
Chesterfield district. He returned to Ontario that fall, 
where he married LOUISE PRIOR of Sparta, On
tario, on December 27th. Returning in the spring of 

Mr. and Mrs. W. Balderston. 
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1905, Walter and Louie took up residence with Mr. 
Drysdale. Here their eldest girl, I, LILLIAN 
GERTRUDE, was born in 1906. The next year my 
mother's sister Lilly Prior and John Drysdale were 
married at Sparta. When Aunt Lilly and Uncle Jack 
returned in the spring, my family of three moved to 
the south Kirkup farm, southwest of Melita. We did 
considerable moving after that. 

In 1909 we went to the Waskada district, then that 
farm was sold. We went to the Attridge farm in 1910 
where the Robert Palmer family were close neigh
bours to the east, the Cain family, near the boundary 
to the south, Smarts to the north and Ramsays to the 
west. My dad bought his steam threshing outfit from 
Claire Ramsay and did custom threshing for many 
years. 

My twin sisters were born at the Attridge place on 
May 24, 1911. Only one, ALICE JEANETTE 
(JEAN) survived. HELEN LOUISE joined the 
family in 1913, on November 8th. 

I began school at Arthur and remember the chil
dren of that year from the families of Finlay, Smart, 
Hainsworth, Ewen, Cain, Palmer, Glover, Spriggs 
and Smith (1911-12). 

After three years at Waskada in Arthur district we 
went to the George White farm at Lyleton. Here I 
went to school in Mr. Slack's van with the Stephens 
children, Walter Murray's family and others. 

We had a wonderful crop that year- but we were 
in a hail belt. Our beautiful grain was beaten into the 
mud. My dad did some threshing in the district, but 
being disheartened he had a sale and once more we 
moved. He worked for Uncle Jack Drysdale again 
and we lived in the cottage for a year. Next dad filed 
on some land in the Verona district which was still 
open for homestead, on the east bank of the river 
flats. While here he did threshing and also increased 
his flock of sheep. 

Verona school was a long distance away and Jean 
and Helen were still preschoolers, so I stayed with 
my aunt and uncle and went to school at Chesterfield. 
In the summer of 1917 my aunt suffered ill health and 
passed away in December. My mother and dad re
turned to Chesterfield and made a home for Uncle 
Jack, who had no family. This was now April 1918. 

Our youngest sister, BERTHA ALDYTHE was 
born on July 9, 1921. We put in happy years here 
(except for the grasshoppers of that time) until 1924 
when my parents moved to town to be near high 
school. The whole family helped our dad with the 
work of the dairy business which he established and 
our mother also kept boarders. On the farm we had 
boarded the teachers and had formed life-long friend
ships so it was nothing new to have a house full of 
people. 



We enjoyed town life. Dad and Helen sang in the 
choir at Victoria United Church where we all at
tended. Dad was chosen to play the part of the 
Mikado in the production of Cherry Blossom, put on 
by the U. C. choir under the direction of Miss Mina 
Kerr (Whittey), choir leader. He was also a popular 
entertainer in Melita and area, especially in his im
personation of Harry Lauder. Mom's game was curl
ing. Jean and I became teachers and Helen obtained 
work in Winnipeg. 

I was married in July of 1935, Helen in July of 
1936 and our parents, with Bertha 15, motored to 
Ontario in October of 1936 to make their home at Port 
Stanley, near family and old friends. Jean was teach
ing near Brandon and remained in the West, making 
her headquarters with Jim and me. 

Our mother passed away in April 1955 at Port 
Stanley and our father passed away in September 
1965 at the ages of 75 and 87 respectively. 

Sister Bertha, Mrs. B. A. Windsor, has a family 
of two daughters and lives in Syracuse, New York. 
Helen, Mrs. 1. Parker, has a family of four, two girls 
and two boys and lives in St. James, Manitoba. Jean, 
Mrs. Cliff Abey, has one son and one daughter, and 
lives in Brandon. I, Lillian, am Mrs. Jim Yeo and live 
in Melita (see A. James Yeo history). 

Through the years our family were exhibitors at 
local fairs with Dad winning prizes, especially for his 
sheep. Mom won prizes for her butter, bread, cream 
as well as general baking. One wonders now how 
perishable items could be transported for miles by 
horse and buggy and arrive in condition to take first 
or any prize, for that matter. Miss Eva Mason drove 
from Elva to our place at Chesterfield, then she and 
Mom took our horse and buggy from there to 
Waskada fair. They alternated with first and second 
prizes in butter classes especially. 

Bambridge, George 
Dad was born in London, England and Mother, 

ALICE BERTHA (GREEVE), was born in Sussex, 
England. 

They came to Medora in 1909 and then Dad 
(GEORGE) worked as a hardware clerk for years in 
Deloraine. He managed the Campbell Ferguson 
Store in Waskada after that. 

Mother died in 1953. Dad came from Coulter to 
reside in the Melita Lodge in 1968. He was one of the 
first residents. He enjoyed the fellowship of the other 
residents and spent many hours carpentering. The 
enclosed picture was taken on his 90th birthday. He 
passed away November 21, 1971 at the age of 92. 

The George Bambridge family consisted of sons 
GEORGE (D), BERT, TOM, ERNIE, MURRAY 
(D), and JAMES (D) who gave his life in World War 
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Mr. Geo. Bambridge and daughters Vera, Edith, Florence, 
Mattie, Bessie and Rene. 

II and daughter LILLIE (D), VERA (MAR
ISTEUM), EDITH (McMILLAN) MATCHUM, 
FLORENCE (McMILLAN), MATTIE 
(McARTHUR), BESSIE (DOWNEY) and RENE 
(DOWNEY). 

Banks, Robert Sr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Banks Sr. came to Canada in 

1926. After visiting in Prince Rupert, British Colum
bia with their daughters, they lived in the Elva district 
until their deaths in 1949 and 1951. MRS. BANKS 
SR. will be remembered for her busy knitting nee
dles and MR. BANKS for his pleasant nature and in 
later years, his trips to town with Sparky and the 
buggy! 

Their son, BILL BANKS, came to Canada some 
years after World War I and was known throughout 
the district. He served with the Veterans' Guard in 
World War II and then lived with brother BOB 
(BANKS) until his death in 1967. 

Banks, Robert Jr. 
ROBERT "BOB", as he was known to his 

friends, accompanied the Mainland family to Canada 
and to the Elva district in 1906. Their "old country" 
was Orkney Islands, Scotland. 

Bob was a farmer by trade - with many side
lines! He will be remembered as a blacksmith help
ing Mr. 1. Dewart; as a steam engine operator running 
the Dave Gillander threshing outfit; as a sometimes 
animal "doctor" responding to neighbour'S calls to 
sick animals; and as a custom thresher up to the 
advent of combining. 

Bob enlisted in the 222nd Battalion about 1915 
and served overseas with the 44th Battalion. He was 
taken prisoner at the Battle of Vimy Ridge in April, 
1917. The periods of starvation rations in prison camp 
in Germany seriously affected his health for the rest 
of his life. This experience also made him keenly 



aware of the values of strong family, community and 
country ties. 

Bob returned from the war and resumed farming 
near Elva. In 1925 he married ANNA MAINLAND 
and they lived all their married life in the Elva dis
trict. Anna died in 1953. They had a family of three 
daughters and one son: Gwen, Ron, Thelma and 
Barbara. 

Bob was active in all facets of community life: a 
member of the United Church of Canada from church 
union on; Canada Legion; Agricultural Society; 
Canadian Red Cross Society (president for many 
years); Orange and Masonic Lodges; district amateur 
drama productions; a member of municipal council 
during which time he was active on committees for 
such things as the regional library and the Melita 
Lodge. 

Bob's keen sense of justice and fair play were 
exemplified in the many times he went the extra mile 
to help someone. A very contemporary man, he was 
able to read future possibilities into present actions 
and to act on his ideas. 

Anna (1901-1953) lived all her life in and around 
Elva. Anna was a very active sports person, being a 
catcher on the girls' baseball team for a number of 
years. She liked to skate, play tennis and basketball, 
and curl and passed her love of sports on to the 
family. Ron was an excellent baseball player. Many a 
good ball game was held at the farm home. Anna was 
a member of the United Church and was always 
active in Ladies' Aid as well as in Women's Institute. 
Her cheery nature and willing hands endeared her to 
all. 

Gwen (Mrs. John Young) lives in Regina and has 
a family of three: Scott, Sally and Jaimie. 

Ron died in 1953 leaving his wife Luella (Davis) 
and daughters Lynne and Dianne. 

Thelma (Mrs. Frank Basiuk) lives at Hartney 
with a family of three: Bob, Karen, and Grant. 

Barbara (Mrs. Kevin Maher) lives in Eugene, 
Oregon and has a family of five: Maureen, John, 
Sheila, Brian and Derek. 

Bannerman, William Sr. 
submitted by Vivian Harbottle 

WILLIAM BANNERMAN SR. was born in 
1883 at Helmsdale, Scotland (mother Barbara 
Sutherland) and came to Canada in 1909 as an Immi
grant to a farm in Saskatchewan. He left the farm 
with a trunk on his shoulder and walked nine miles to 
Shellbrook where he started his 40 year policing 
career by becoming a town policeman. There he met 
RUBY LILLIAN VIOLETTE (born on a strawberry 
farm in southern California, U.S.A. in 1896) and 
they were married in 1914. Many stories can be told 
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R.-L.: Lome?, Mr. Fraser, Eleanor Fraser, Mrs. Bannerman, 
Helyne (front), Mrs. Deans, Mrs. Fraser, Gus B., Mrs. 
McKeller, Mr. McKeller, Mr. Bannerman, Vivian B., (front) Jean 
B., Margaret Deans, Mary Barker (behind), Gladys Barker, 
Isabel Fraser, Dean (twin), Elva Deans, Ken Fraser. 

of incidents and happenings in his service to towns, 
Saskatchewan police, Manitoba Provincial and fi
nally the R.C.M.P. His 12 years in Melita (1930-42) 
speak for this. 

From this marriage there were five children. 
VIVIAN was born in Shellbrook, Saskatchewan in 
1916 and started school in Prince Albert, Saskatche
wan, then Canora, and Gull Lake, Saskatchewan, 
two years in Melville, Ste. Rose and Gilbert Plains, 
Manitoba, and finally in Melita. She was active in 
school, the United Church and town activities. She 
married ARNOLD HARBOTTLE of Napinka in 
1940 and lived at Neepawa for one year then moved 
to Winnipeg in 1941. She still lives there with her 
husband who is retired from Air Canada since 1969. 
They have two children, a boy and a girl. 

ANGUS was born in Parkside, Saskatchewan in 
1919. Melita was his fourth schooL He was a member 
of H. P. Musson's Band, Wes Kenner's Orchestra and 
was a delivery boy for Gordon Jobbin's store. He 
then worked in the Royal Bank and joined the 
R.C.M.P. While in the R.C.M.P. he met and married 
Norma Mahon of Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. They 
have two children, a boy and a girl. He also did 
service with the C.N. Police, Airforce Investigations 
Department and now is probations officer at Red 
Deer Gaol in Alberta. 

JEAN was born in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan 
in 1925 and got all her schooling in Melita. She 
worked in Sure's Corner Store, and in Safeway at 
Minnedosa where she met Gordon Boyd of Dauphin. 
They were married in 1946. They have two children, 
a girl and a boy. Her husband was general manager of 
the Co-op store in Minnedosa. He died in 1979. Jean 
still resides in Minnedosa. 

BILL was born in Gull Lake, Saskatchewan in 
1928 and finished school in Minnedosa. He worked 
in Burgess' Store, then on the c.P. Railroad as brake-



man. He married Barbara Orr of Minnedosa in 1950. 
They have three children, two girls and a boy. He 
started with the Manitoba Liquor Commission in 
Minnedosa and now manages the store in Neepawa 
where he lives. 

HELYNE was born in Melita in 1932 in Spar
row's Nursing Home. She finished her schooling in 
Minnedosa and still resides there. She was quite a 
ball player in her teens and worked for Safeway and 
for Fennel's Garage. She became a chartered accoun
tant, and now works for a lawyer in Minnedosa. She 
is interested in sports activities, and horses. 

Barber, F. Graeme 
The Barber family moved to southwestern Man

itoba from Estevan, Saskatchewan in 1961. Four 
months were spent at Crystal City and in September 
of that year GRAEME succeeded J. J. Conroy as 
Collector of Customs and occupied the Crown resi
dence in the Coultervale district. 

Graeme was born June 2,1924 in Brandon and at 
an early age moved with his parents to Maryfield, 
Saskatchewan where he received his elementary and 
secondary education. After three and one-half years 
in the RCAF further education was taken at the 
University of Saskatchewan. In 1954 he accepted 
employment with Customs and Excise at Estevan. 

EDYTHE (SMITH) was born November 18, 
1928, at Kennedy, Saskatchewan. After completing 
her education she was employed in Regina for several 
years prior to marriage on August 20, 1955 and 
subsequent move to Estevan. 

Two children were born to the Barbers at Estevan: 
YVONNE on September 14, 1957 and DON on 
August 15, 1959. Their education was received at 
Coultervale and Melita. Yvonne married SCOTT 
TASKER in 1976, residing in Winnipeg until 1979 
and then moving to Edmonton. Two children were 
born in Winnipeg, Ryan on March 13, 1977 and 
Cindy on August 29,1978. Don attended A.C.C. in 
Brandon and is presently employed and living in 
Edmonton. 

Life in a small rural community included ac
tivities common to parents of growing youngsters, 
both school and church related. Bowling and golf 
have replaced curling of the earlier years. Travel for 
visiting and sight-seeing is enjoyed each year and 
that's how vacations are spent. At present Graeme 
serves this area as Trustee on the Antler River School 
Division Board. 

Barbour, Joseph W. 
JOE was born July5, 1919 at Coultervale, Man

itoba, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Barbour. He 
received his education at Coultervale School, farmed 
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Eileen and Joe Barbour. 

in the Coultervale district until 1941, then moved to 
the Melita district. 

He married EILEEN BARKER on June 30, 
1948. He farmed at Goodlands, Bede and the Les 
Barker farm until his sudden death September 11, 
1967. Eileen moved to Melita continuing with the 
Manitoba Telephone System. She married Richard 
Shaw (see R. Shaw history). 

Barker, Benjamin 
LESLIE BARKER was born in 1890 in Cam

borne, Ontario. He was the youngest child of 
BENJAMIN and SAVINA Barker. There were four 
other children: CHARLES, ETHEL, FLORENCE 
and ROSE (Mrs. MATT TOLE, Pierson). In 1906 
Benjamin and Savina along with Leslie and Rose 
decided to come west leaving the other three children 
in Ontario. They arrived in the Peninsula District on 
the John Williams farm, NE 14-3-27, where they 
worked for John Williams until 1912. The family 
moved several times after the first arrival. 

The first move was to the I. B. Brooks farm in 
Coulter on SW 25-1-27 in 1912 (presently C. Cole) 
and again in 1914 to the Scheel farm, NE 1-1-27 in 
Coultervale (presently owned by I. Skelton). 

Barker, Leslie 
LESLIE's marriage to MYRTLE FLETCHER 

occurred in 1922. They made their first home on the 
Brooks farm until the fall of 1923 when they moved 
to the Story farm on SE 20-1-27 until 1927 . A daugh
ter Eileen was born on this farm on June 24, 1924. 

In the spring of 1927 the family moved once 
more, this time to the Tom Fletcher farm (owned by 
Roy Culbertson) on 11-1-27, where they built a new 
frame home as well as some farm buildings. It wasn't 
an uncommon sight to see a flock of 200 hens in their 



Leslie Barker family: Eileen, Allan, Marilyn, Everette. Seated: 
Leslie and Myrtle (1952). 

yard as well as their milking cows and an outfit of 
horses. After the chores were done and logs split it 
was time for a few pleasures and off the family would 
go to enjoy a game of ball. 

At this new home, two sons were born, Allan on 
April 2, 1931 and Everett on May 4,1933. Due to the 
hardships of the depression, Les felt it was necessary 
to move north to the Pope and Lavinia districts where 
he helped take off the harvest and returned home in 
late fall to move his family and livestock back to this 
area. This was a hard trek as all animals had to be 
walked the whole way. 

Their youngest daughter Marilyn was born Janu
ary 28, 1935. With the good news that the moisture 
had returned and the sloughs were overflowing, the 
family returned to the Coultervale area and the farm 
on 11-1-27 in the spring of 1935 and remained there 
until 1941. They then moved to the present farm 
location SW 10-4-26 in Melita, formerly owned by 
Harry Pollack of Shoal Lake. The farm is still owned 
by Allan and Everett and operated by Everett and his 
two sons Gary and Brian. 

Les was a school van driver from 1942 until ill 
health forced him to retire in 1962. In the summer
time the pupils were transported back and forth by 
motorized van and by the van and a team of horses in 
the winter. Many tales could be told by the pupils of 
these travels. Times were really never plentiful but 
with the help of selling cream, milk and eggs the 
grocery bill was always paid and with the leftover 
saved pennies new linoleum could be bought. If a 
new covering was needed and not the necessary funds 
for covering, out came the paint brush with the pat
tern made by a wet sponge or cork - behold a new 
floor! 

A large garden was always a familiar sight on any 
farm and in later years much care was given to the 
strawberry and raspberry patches for summer and 
winter desserts. Harvest time was a busy time for 
both men and women with the school lunches to be 
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made ready, canning to be done and feeding all the 
threshing crew. 

Les and Myrtle moved to Melita in 1955, renting 
their farm to their daughter Eileen and son-in-law 
JOE BARBOUR until 1967 . Moving to town enabled 
them to take advantage of some of the pleasures they 
hadn't time for such as curling, bowling as well as 
many fishing trips. Myrtle was an ardent worker for 
the Agricultural Society, the Rebekah Lodge, and the 
U.C.W. Herfarnily and weekly cribbage games were 
her greatest pleasures. Travelling to Edmonton and 
Ontario to visit their family was a great joy for both 
until ill health forced Les to quit driving. 

Les passed away April 29, 1963 and Myrtle July 
24, 1976. They were both buried in Melita Cemetery. 

Eileen received her education at Coultervale and 
Melita schools. She worked for the Manitoba Tele
phone System from 1943 to 1976 and married Joe 
Barbour (see Joe Barbour history). 

Marilyn completed her education in Melita in 
June 1952. She was employed by the Melita Tele
phone System till April 1953 when she moved to 
Toronto, Ontario and married Donald Farley, son of 
Harry and Grace Farley of Picton, Ontario, on May 
16, 1953. She continued working for the Telephone 
System in Toronto until their first son Duane was 
born, on January 12, 1958. She went back to work 
until their second son Barry was born, on March 13, 
1959. They moved to Nobleton, in April 1960, where 
their daughter Deanna was born December 18, 1963. 

Her husband started his own business as 
"Fare1y's Flooring" in 1964. 

Their children received their education at No
bleton and King City Schools. Duane is living at 
home, continuing in his father's business and further
ing his education at York University in Toronto as an 
accountant. Barry married Barbara Clague October 
10, 1981 and is residing in New Brighton, Minnesota, 
U.S.A., receiving a trade in autobody. Deanna is 
living at home furthering her education at Sheridan 
College in Brampton as a Travel Counsellor, 
1981-82. She was employed at Canada's Wonderland 
for the summers of 1981 and '82. Marilyn is presently 
working at a G .M. dealership in Bolton. 

Barker, Allan 
Allan received his education at Coultervale and 

Melita schools. He stayed on the home farm, 
10-4-26, until 1955, helping with farming and work
ing with Overland Oil Drilling at Coulter, Medora, 
Melita and Waskada. He married Marion Bennett 
on September 22, 1954. 

They moved to Virden in July 1955 working for 
McIvor Drilling, later moving to Saskatchewan and 
Alberta with Hi Tower Drilling Co. as a driller, and 



drilled many districts in Alberta, advancing to the 
position of Toolpush. He worked in the High Arctic 
in 1968-1977 as a Drilling Superintendent and later 
Operation Manager, flying to the Arctic from Ed
monton. He drilled on the Arctic Ocean through 16 
feet of ice, the first gas well to be drilled from an ice 
platform in 1976. 

In 1977 he started as a partner in Badger Drilling 
Ltd., and has six rigs presently working in Alberta 
and the U.S.A. 

Their family consists of one son and one daugh
ter: Duane born October 5,1955, who is married and 
has one son Ryan, born October 28, 1982; and 
Donna, born May 22, 1959, and is at horne in Ed
monton, Alberta. 

They all enjoy outdoor living. 

Barker, Everett 
Everett received his education in both Coulter

vale and Melita Schools and a six month Dairy 
Science Course at the University of Manitoba. He 
was employed by Canada Packers at the Melita 
Creamery from 1952 to 1961 as a butter maker. 

In June 1955, he married Della Kerby of Souris 
and their family consists of two sons, Gary, born 
July 4, 1956 and Brian, born July 25, 1959. 

Everette Barker family. L.-R.: Garry, Deb, Della, Everette, 
Brian. 

In 1961 the Ev-n-Del Restaurant was opened and 
was owned and operated by Everett and Della until 
1973. Everett continued farming on the horne place 
after the sudden death of his brother-in-law Joe Bar
bour in 1967. 

1982 was the beginning of a new venture with an 
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irrigation system being installed on the farmland on 
W 11-4-26 as well as a farm and chemical centre 
north of Melita on Highway No. 83. 

BRIAN received his education in Melita and 
started farming with his dad and at present lives with 
his parents. Hockey, ball and horses were early sports 
enjoyed by Gary and Brian and now they are active in 
tractor pulling in summer and curling for winter 
sport. 

Barker, Gary 
Gary received his education in Melita schools. 

He was employed by Manitoba Pool Elevators before 
joining his dad and brother on the farm in 1978. 

His marriage to Debra Henuset, daughter of 
Adolph and Jeanette, was solemnized October 6, 
1979. Their son, Bradley Scott was born August 25, 
1982. 

Barker George B. 
submitted by Jack Barker 

G. B. BARKER of England carne to Melita in 
1892 and was employed by R. M. Graham. He then 
moved north of Melita and farmed for a few years. 

George then went to Toronto and took a barbers' 
course and was in this business for a short time. 

In 1899 he bought the building at the same loca
tion where Barkers Ltd. is now and opened a Men's 
and Boys' Shoes and Clothing Store. 

In 1908 he married LYDIA SHIELDS from En
gland and they lived at 92 Maple Street. Their family 
consisted of four boys: GEORGE, JACK, 
HAROLD, and TED. 

George graduated as a druggist in 1928 and the 
other boys stayed in the business. A branch store was 
opened in Birtle in 1934 with Jack and Harold in 
charge. 

Jack and Ted took over management of the Melita 
store in 1945. 

G. B. Barker was secretary of the school board 
for many years, active in the Board of Trade and Past 
Master of the Masonic Lodge. He passed away in 
1945. 

Mrs. Barker was involved with church, choir and 
music festivals. She passed away in 1965. 

Barker, Henry 
Our father, HENRY BARKER, when a lad of ten 

years had a dream of a new world called Canada. 
Being a shepherd boy herding sheep on the lovely 

English countryside, his dream became a reality at 
age 18. Both brothers, George and Henry, migrated 
to Canada with their parents' blessings. After a long 
boat voyage of many days, they finally arrived at 



Mr. and Mrs. Henry Barker's 50th Anniversary (1950). L.-R.: 
Mary, Bill, Edith, Harry, Bertha. Seated: Gladys, Mr. and Mrs. 
Barker. 

Belleville, Ontario, where they secured work for two 
years. Father worked for board and room in the 
winter, and in summer received a small wage of ten 
dollars a month. 

The lure to see the West became real. So the 
saying goes "Go west, young man, go west" where 
you seek a fortune. He arrived at Melita in 1892 and 
met other settlers looking for a homestead none 
were available then, so, he decided to travel by horse 
and democrat to a place called Last Mountain Lake in 
Saskatchewan, expecting to settle there. Unfor
tunately he had bad luck, and returned to Melita, 
where he and his brother George, purchased a half 
section of prairie land eight miles north east of 
Melita, E 5-5-22. They bought a yoke of oxen to till 
new land and made sod shacks to live in. Times were 
hard pressed for early settlers in those pioneer days. 
They lived mostly on fat pork and honey, made their 
bread, walked eight miles to town for needed sup
plies when necessary and gathered brush at the river 
for winter fuel. 

The first settlers they met were "the Oxleys" of 
West Brenda area, who kept "stoppers" who needed 
accommodation as to meals or over night. T. W. 
Oxley's had nine of a family. Our father met Alice, 
their younger daughter, whom he married January 
24, 1900. Our parents lived on the farm home which 
Father built. It had a five room house and a stable. 
The same year, his brother, George, decided to leave 
the farm to start a gents' furnishings store in Melita. 

Our parents remained on the farm until 1906, 
when they moved to Melita on doctor's orders, owing 
to our father's health. We sold all the farm equipment 
by auction, moved into town and bought a home on 
42 Oak Street across from Melita School. War broke 
out in 1914 and left us without a farm tenant. Young 
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men were called to military service. We had no 
choice but to return to the farm again for five years. 
With the war over, we had another auction sale, and in 
the spring of 1919 returned to Melita living at 159 
Willow Street. In 1944 we decided to move to 
Hamilton, Ontario, which was our mother's birth
place. Father had worked at different times in his 
brother's clothing store in Melita, which had opened 
in 1900. 

We always had friendly neighbours, both on the 
farm and in town. We had several crop failures due to 
dust storms, thistles, rust, grasshoppers, and 
drought. Early years witnessed many blizzards, and 
bad roads - mostly trails to follow. When young, we 
thought there was nothing like country life where 
birds would sing in early morning and we had lots of 
fresh air to breath. We were fond of all animals 
especially our driving horse. 

The Barker daughters (1906) - Edith, Bertha, Mary. 

There were seven children of our family, namely 
- EDITH, BERTHA, MARY, EVA (deceased 
1931), HARRY, GLADYS and BILL. All were 
members of the Victoria United Church in Melita. 
We attended Sunday School also, and belonged to 
choirs. We value our friends being the greatest. Our 



parents both passed away in Hamilton, Ontario -
mother in 1957 and father in 1959. They are interred 
in Melita. Four of the family married. There is one 
grandson, KENNETH, whose parents are Luella and 
Harry Barker. 

Looking back brings good memories of our 
school days. We enjoyed curling, skating, and many 
musical activities as well. Although years have 
passed so quickly, we were happy to have experi
enced a small part of the history of our home town 
and district. Fond memories still remain of many 
enjoyable years past. 

Barsness, Peter 
In 1937 PETER and KATY BARSNESS came 

with their family from their home at Gladmar, Sas
katchewan to the Davey farm in the Peninsula dis
trict. Their children were: CLARA, CLIFFORD, 
CARMAN and KENNETH. Clifford and Carman 
went to the Peninsula school until 1940 when the 
family moved to Pierson. 

Pete and Katie Barsness, son Ken. 

Clara married Lee Turner from Saskatoon and 
moved to Toronto where they still live. They had two 
children: a daughter Saralee, who is married with 
two children, and lives in Toronto and a son Ray
mond, who died in April 1967. 

Clifford went to Toronto where he resided until 
his death in September 1967. 

Carman married Gwen Gillander of Pierson and 
continues to farm in the Pierson district. They have 
three children: Dianna (Mrs. Larry Seymour) of 
Glen Ewen, Saskatchewan, Lorne and Gayla at 
home. 

433 

Kenneth lived for a number of years in Toronto 
and is now in Mexico City, Mexico. 

In 1962 Mr. and Mrs. Barsness retired and re
turned to Melita to live. Mr. Barsness died in 1970 
and Mrs. Barsness continues to live at the Melita 
Lodge. 

Bartholomew, Edwin 
submitted by Gladys Grierson 

EDWIN A. BARTHOLOMEW was born in Lon
don, England on August 26, 1847. He married 
MARY ANN BARKER, who was born in Ipswich, 
England on May 12, 1844. They were married in 
South Hackney, London, England on Easter Sunday, 
April 17 , 1870. They came to Ontario, Canada soon 
after. They had five children. 

ELIZABETH was born in Belleview, Ontario in 
1876. ALBERT was born in 1878, also in Belleview, 
Ontario. ISABEL was born in Bancroft, Ontario in 
1881. FLORENCE, their fourth child, was born in 
Bancroft on May 7, 1884. A fifth child, FRANCES 
LEONA, died in infancy. 

The Bartholomews were among the early pi
oneers, coming to the Melita area about 1890. They 
lived west of Melita for some time on what was then 
known as the Hull farm. Later they moved into 
Melita where Mr. Bartholomew was caretaker at the 
cemetery for quite a number of years. 

Elizabeth married Bob Harlow and lived in dif
ferent cities in Saskatchewan. They had four chil
dren, were divorced and Elizabeth married GAR
NETT CLARKE. They farmed at Admiral, Sas
katchewan until the dry 30's when they came to farm 
south of Broomhill, Manitoba. Elizabeth passed 
away in 1944 and Garnett Clarke retired to Melita 
where he died in 1956. 

Their second child, Albert (better known as Ab), 
farmed in the Coatland and Melita areas. He was 
married briefly and had no family. Ab retired to live 
in the old Bartholomew home in Melita where he 
passed away in March of 1958. 

Isabel, the third child, married FRED EDMAN
SON in 1900. More about them under "Edmanson". 

Florence Bartholomew married ALEXANDER 
JONES on October 24, 1906. The resume of this will 
be found under" Jones" . 

Edwin Bartholomew died at his home in Melita 
on November 4, 1925. His wife Mary Ann then made 
her home at Broornhill with her daughter Florence 
and son-in-law Alex Jones, until her death in March 
of 1937 at age 93. 

The Bartholomew family are all buried in the 
Melita Cemetery. There was no one to carryon the 
family name. 



Baumgarten, William 
by Rose Fraser 

WILLIAM (BILL) and MARIA (LAMPORT) 
(born June 1, 1878) BAUMGARTEN were both born 
near Exter, Ontario. Their marriage took place at the 
bride's home on February 2, 1902. Soon thereafter, 
they set out to join other family members already 
settled or settling in the Melita area. They, too, were 
looking for land. Their first home was with the 
Charlie Lawley family to assist with farming and to 
locate land for themselves. Their first child, EDDIE, 
was born February 3, 1903. A fine, sturdy boy, he 
was deceased at an early age because of an outbreak 
of typhoid fever. Their second child, WILMER 
LEROY was born in the Browns District on August 
23, 1908. He attended Browns School #625 until he 
reached high school level , when he chose to help his 
parents run the family farm, which was established 
directly north one quarter mile from Browns School. 
He served a term as Secretary Treasurer of Browns 
Sunday School following his cousin Vera Lamport's 
term in office. 

Baumgarten family. L.-R.: Mildred, Maria, Raymond, Bill, 
Wilmer (1925). 

The only daughter, MILDRED RUTH, was 
born September 3, 1913 on the family farm. She 
attended Browns School and was always very active 
in all sports. She and her cousin Roy Lamport were 
keen competitors in running and high jumping com
petitions. On one occasion the competition became 
so keen between the two during a picnic that bets 
were laid on each, with Bill Sterling betting on the 
sturdy lad and Tom Loucks betting on the long leg
ged girL The bar was raised higher and higher, and 
each took a turn and cleared it every time. Finally the 
girl became a bit excited (that bar looked so very 
high) and she came down. The boy was still required 
to top her last record. He did! Mildred had grown 
very tall and slim that summer and it was thought that 
her heart was feeling the growth strain. She was 
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advised to drop out of school shortly afterward. She 
enjoyed her piano lessons and made good use of her 
music. She loved flowers, children and dancing. She 
was always thoughtful and very good to her parents, 
especially her mother, in later years of the mother's 
long illness. 

RAYMOND LAMPORT was born to Bill and 
Maria on November 29, 1919. A bright boy in stud
ies, he felt he should drop out of school during the 
hard Depression Years when the whole family moved 
together to farm north of Portage la Prairie. His love 
of books carried over and he passed both Grade IX 
and X by correspondence courses while working full 
time at home. During World War II Raymond joined 
the R.C.A.F. and was sent to Ontario for training. He 
hoped to become a Pilot Officer and toward that goal 
he again studied alone to attain his Grade XI and 
Grade XII standing as well as his required Officer's 
courses. So very handsome in his Officer's uniform 
and so efficient in his work, it seemed sad that his 
plane was shot down by his Father's countrymen 
while he was defending Canada. All the crew are 
resting in well tended graves in Holland, cared for by 
the Dutch people, who actually saw the crash take 
place. 

The Baumgarten family were beloved in the 
Browns District. Ever ready to lend a helping hand 
wherever needed, both Bill and Maria were missed 
when they left the area. A farewell party was ar
ranged for them by former neighbours and friends 
and lovely silver gifts were given them by the com
munity. They often returned to visit family and 
friends from their new home in the Portage la Prairie 
district. 

Wilmer married Miss Joyce Wheatley of Win
nipeg in 1942 and they built their own cosy cottage 
beside the parents' Portage home. There were no 
children. Both Wilmer and Joyce are long deceased. 

Mildred married John Hollander, a neighbour lad 
from Portage. She enjoyed her work as cashier in a 
local store for several years before her marriage but 
was very happy when she and John took up their own 
farm and had a home of their own. Mildred's heart 
began to fail, and she died suddenly in Misericordia 
Hospital, Winnipeg. John was left to grieve alone, as 
they lost their only infant. 

Maria suffered from incurable cancer that took 
her from us. Wilmer soon followed her from the 
same cause. Joyce (Wilmer's widow) made a home 
for Bill for his first year alone. Then she returned to 
her former job in Winnipeg as a secretary. Bill was 
comfortable in a boarding home in Portage for some 
years, when he too developed serious heart problems 
and was taken from us. Joyce was the last of that 
family, and soon after Bill, she too passed away from 



cancer. Only fond memories remain and a souvenir 
gold locket, given to Maria in memory of Raymond, 
by the Ladies of the Goodlands Community and 
inscribed with his name. The pendant travelled to 
three relatives' homes, and is now kept by Ray's 
cousin, Rose Fraser in Winnipeg. It is her intent to 
send it on to family, in the district where Raymond 
was born and raised. He was a fine lad, beloved by all 
of us. 

Baxter, William Walter 
WILLIAM WALTER BAXTER was born in 

McGillivary Township near Exeter, Ontario on Octo
ber 16,1875. He farmed in Manitoba for 40 years but 
first resided in the town of Melita where he found 
employment in the furniture store of the late C. P. 
Holden for some years. 

Mr. Baxter was bereaved of his beloved wife (the 
former AMELIA JANE LAMPORf) MILLIE and 
their infant son. 

He returned to his folks in Ontario for a time and 
while there he married MISS MARfHA EDITH 
LAMPORf, of Stephen Township. She was a gifted 
musician, organist and member of the United Church 
in Shipka, Ontario for some years. She was associ
ated in church work for all of her life. After coming 
west in 1905 to make their home in Melita, she and 
her husband always grew beautiful flower gardens 
wherever they made their homes. They were good 
neighbours and well respected by all. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Baxter (1955). 
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Mr. and Mrs. Baxter lived in Melita until spring
time of 1913 when they took up farming northwest of 
Elva. They remained in the Elva area and their family 
all attended Roblin School before the parents moved 
in 1934 to Neepawa. They later returned to spend 
their sunset years in beloved Ontario where in 1955 
they celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary 
among loving family and friends. 

Mr. Baxter passed away October 21, 1957 and 
was followed into eternal rest a few years later by his 
beloved wife Edith. Both rest in Parkhill Cemetery, 
Ontario. 

Their family, all born in Manitoba, were three 
girls and two fine sons. 

ETHEL (Mrs. Gordon Edwards) of Melita and 
Dauphin, is now deceased. She had nine children. 

LIDA MAY was deceased in early childhood. 
EDNA VIOLET (Mrs. Burt Dimmock) of 

Toronto, deceased August 28, 1971 in Toronto Gen
eral Hospital. She had returned to her hometown of 
Melita in June 1970 to enjoy Centennial Year and 
revisit family and friends in the area. 

WILLIAM WESLEY BAXTER, is now re
tired with his lovely wife in Flat Rock, Michigan, 
U.S.A. 

JAMES FREDERICK BAXTER, an electri
cian, is now retired in Chilliwack, British Columbia 
and a proud father and grandad. 

Bedford, Ernest H. 
MR. and MRS. ERNEST H. BEDFORD and 

their three children, GERALD, RONALD and 
MURIEL, arrived in Melita in the late summer of 
1938 (moving from the Isabella-Decker district 
where they had farmed from 1920) and took up 
residence in the house near the north end of Maple 
Street (east side) which they purchased from Mr. J. 
Lamport. Ernest Bedford was employed as a carpen
ter by Mr. 1. Morrow for a number of years, and as 
well, was for a time a member of the staff of Melita 
Creamery and of the staff of the Thompson Seed 
House. Mrs. Janet Bedford exercised her sewing 
skills by turning part of her home into a dressmaker's 
shop. The children attended Melita School, and the 
family were members of Victoria United Church. In 
August 1949, the Bedfords moved to Brandon, 
where Ernest became a clerk in the Beaubier Hotel 
and Janet became the regional manager of the White 
Sewing Machine Co., in association with the T. Eat
on Co. In 1970 they moved to Winnipeg and are now 
living in retirement in North Kildonan. 

The oldest son, Gerald, after completing Grade 
XII in Melita, graduated from the University of Man
itoba [B.A.(Hons.), M.A.] and, after completing a 
Ph.D. in the University of Toronto, joined the faculty 



of United College in Winnipeg, which in 1967 be
came the University of Winnipeg, where he serves as 
a Professor of English. Ronald also proceeded from 
Melita to university study, obtaining the B.Sc. 
(Hon.) (University of Manitoba), and the Ph.D. de
gree in Physics (University of British Columbia). 
Since 1955 he has been on the staff of the National 
Research Council in Ottawa, and in recent years has 
attended conferences and presented research papers 
in England, France, Holland, Russia, Yugoslavia, 
the United States and China. Muriel, after attending 
Melita School until 1950, graduated from Brandon 
College, University of Manitoba (B.A., dipl. Ed.) in 
1954 and joined the staff of Dauphin Collegiate 
(1954-57). She transferred to Kenora, Ontario 
(1957-60), and in September 1960 entered Queens 
University, Kingston for graduate study. After com
pletion of the latter, she accepted a position in mathe
matics in OriIlia, Ontario, where she is still a 
member of the collegiate faculty. 

Gerald married Jean Douglas, of Mather, Man
itoba, and they have three children: DOUGLAS, 
DALE, JAMES; the oldest, Douglas, has recently 
graduated in Law. Ronald married Gertrude Cole, of 
Gainsborough, Saskatchewan, and they have three 
children: MICHAEL, DIANNE, and SUSAN; 
Michael married Barbara Hodson of Ottawa and they 
have one child, Christopher, born in 1981, and 
Dianne is a graduate in dietetics from the University 
of Guelph. 

Bell, John Clifford 
JOHN CLIFFORD BELL (CLIFF) was born Oc

tober 24, 1900, the third son of DUNCAN and 
ANNIE BELL, who lived in the Coultervale district. 

Duncan died in 1914 leaving a young family of 
four boys (PERCY, the eldest had died in infancy) 
and one girl. Cliff received his education in Coulter
vale school, and helped on the home farm until he 
started out on his own on the McDonald farm in the 
Cameron district. In the fall of 1933 he moved to the 
Andrews farm east of Coulter and in the spring of 
1934 he and MIMA ANDREWS, youngest of the 
family of Ed and Jemima Andrews were married. 

That fall there was no harvest in the district and 
Cliff and Mirna moved to farm at Oakville for the 
winter, taking their stock with them. They returned to 
Coulter in the spring and resumed farming. Even
tually better times returned to that area but the memo
ries of the 30's still remain. 

In June 1936 SHEILA MAXINE was born. 
Maxine, as she was called, had a serious illness in 
infancy which affected her hearing. In due time she 
attended school in Saskatoon, Winnipeg and Devil's 
Lake, North Dakota. 
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Mirna and Maxine Bell (1977). 

In 1956 Cliff passed away very suddenly and that 
fall Mirna and Maxine sold out on the farm and 
moved to Brandon, later to Winnipeg and finally to 
Melita where they still reside. 

We appreciate so much how the people of Melita 
have helped Maxine, despite her handicap, to be
come a part of the church and community life of the 
town. We both can just say "Thanks". 

Bennett, Frank 
In Weyburn, Saskatchewan, there was no rain and 

so the government moved us out to where we hope
fully would find greener pastures. In 1937, in a 
Model T, FRANK and BEATRICE BENNETT and 
family were on their way to settle in the Lauder 
district. At this time there were five children: 
MELBOURNE, JOYCE, JUNE, MARION and 
MILDRED. 

The first place they settled was known as the 
Logan farm. This was a beautiful old three story 
house. Frank's family lived in the upstairs and his 
brother John lived in the downstairs. In March they 
ploughed 80 acres and planted it to barley. The wind 
started to blow and cut some of the grain off except 
the 90 bushels they managed to harvest. This farm 
had a lot of quackgrass and was very sandy, therefore 
was very bad to blow. There was lots of hay land 
around here. 

They then moved to the Munro farm where the 
family lived for approximately seven years. The 
Pugh farm was located east of Napinka where we 
remember an old stone cottage where we lived for 
three years. We then moved to the Darling farm, a 



little southwest of Napinka and lived here for five to 
six years. At this time JOAN, MURRAY, CARON, 
and DIANA attended school in Melita with KATHY 
at horne. When we moved into Melita, about 1955 we 
lived in the Presbyterian manse for two years. In 
1957 we moved six miles west of Melita where Car
on, Diana and Kathy attended Belfry School and 
later Caron and Murray attended school in Pierson 
which was 16 miles away. 

In 1959 we were living on a farm owned by Wes 
Dell. Frank Bennett was working in Souris at the 
time. Beatrice was always a keen person on growing 
flowers, vegetables, etc., so we had an auction sale 
and sold everything, and purchased a large garden 
area and greenhouse in Souris where Mrs. Bennett 
still resides. Frank Bennett died on October 15,1965. 

The children are scattered in Alberta and Man
itoba, with Melbourne at Gunn, Alberta; Joyce in 
Brandon; June in Melita; Marion Barker in Edmon
ton; Mildred Jones in Brandon; Murray in Red Deer, 
Alberta; Caron Blakely in Edmonton; Diana Mc
Callum in Souris and Kathy Pearce in Souris. There 
are 44 grandchildren and 20 great-grandchildren. 

Best, Charlie 
by Caroline Bylo 

CHARLIE and MARY BEST and two daughters, 
OLGA and CAROLINE moved to the Melita dis
trict in 1937 from a farm north of Pierson. Mary's 
folks, Will and Lottie Delahay, lived with them. 

There was a big hail storm went through the 
summer of 1942 killing chickens, rabbits and any 
other small animals. At Bests', the table was set for 
supper and Charlie and Tommy Oberlin had been 
haying. Charlie made it home just before the storm 
hit. Caroline, being only six years old, crouched 
down on all fours on the mat at the door and stayed 
there until it was over! The men and women were 
holding blankets up to the windows, the dishes on the 
table were all broken and even the stove was dented. 

Dan McKinnon bought the farm in 1942 and that 
fall, Bests moved five miles farther west to the Billy 
Smith farm. Olga and Caroline went to Roblin school 
for about two and a half years, then Belfry school 
opened and as Charlie had land in both school dis
tricts, the girls went to Belfry, it being closer. Eva 
Roblin was their first teacher at Belfry. 

The winter of 1946-1947 the family moved to 
Melita for the winter, where Grandpa Delahay passed 
away. They moved back to the farm in the spring and 
Olga and Caroline drove the horse and buggy nine 
miles on back roads to school every day until June. 
On December 12,1952 Mary Best passed away. Olga 
married LLOYD PAGE in June 1955. Due to health 
reasons Charlie had rented the farm by this time. 
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Caroline married OSCAR BYLO in July 1957. 
In the spring of 1958, Oscar, Caroline and Charlie 
moved to Killarney where they resided until Charlie 
sold the farm at Melita to Doug Bird in 1963 and 
bought a little place at Ninga, Manitoba. Charlie 
passed away at Ninga in December 1968. Caroline 
and Oscar moved to Killarney in 1980. They have 
three children. 

Olga is living at Okanagan Falls, British Colum
bia. She and Lloyd have five children. 

Bird, Albert 
by Bertha (Bird) Morton 

ALBERT BIRD was born in Yorkshire, England, 
the son of Charles and Charlotte Bird. They had a 
family of six, four sons: Ernest, Arthur, Albert and 
William, and two daughters: Frances and Elsie. In 
1911 Albert and William carne to Canada. About two 
years later William returned to England while Albert 
remained in Canada. Albert was a carpenter and 
builder by trade and worked in Brandon and district. 
About 1913 Albert carne to Melita and was hired by 
George Pope. In 1917 he took over George Pope's 
business and bought his first car, a "McLaughlin". 
When he was working in the Melita district he met 
ESTELLA NICHOLS whom he later married. Es
tella was the daughter of John and Catherine Nichols. 
She was born and married on the family farm seven 
miles west of Melita. The young bride and groom 
took up residence on Oak Street in Melita, in a house 
purchased from John Davidson. They have a family 
of three: a daughter BERTHA and two sons, LAW
RENCE and NORMAN. The children attended 
Melita Public and High Schools. 

Albert Bird built houses in Melita for Clive 
Laughlin, Dr. E. M. Jones, Dave Lamont and W. G. 

Albert and Estella (nee Nichols) Birds' wedding (1917. L.-R.: 
Lawrence, Norman, and Bertha Bird. 



Powne, and the Anglican Church Parish Hall. He 
built barns and houses in the surrounding area for the 
McIvor brothers, Tom Turnbull, Frank Bland, Walter 
Seed and Percy Brockinton, among others. He built a 
house for himself on Main Street between the Cath
olic and Anglican churches, and the family moved 
there in October 1930. During the depression in the 
1930's Albert had to find carpentry work elsewhere. 
One summer he went with Frank and John Morrow to 
Oberin, Manitoba and other summers to OriIlia, On
tario and Russell, Manitoba. 

In 1941, Albert, Estella, Bertha and Norman 
moved to Winnipeg. Albert was employed by the 
Hudson's Bay Co., McDonald Brothers' Aircraft, 
the C.N.R. shops in Transcona and Eaton's carpenter 
shop. He retired in 1957. 

On January 23, 1982 Albert and Estella cele
brated their 65th Wedding Anniversary. They reside 
in their own home in Winnipeg. 

In Winnipeg, Bertha worked for L. Wallis Florist 
and the Broadway Florists. She married Arnold Mer
ton and they have a daughter, Marilyn, born in 1958. 
They reside in Winnipeg. 

After Lawrence completed high school he went 
to Brandon where he worked for E. Butcher and Son 
who had a motorcycle business. In later years Law
rence started his own motorcycle business in Bran
don where he still resides. 

Norman began working at Auto Wreckers in 
Winnipeg. Later he got his call for military service 
and joined the Air Force and served in Canada. After 
his discharge, he studied tool and die making and is 
now employed in that field. He married Marion 
Hebel. In 1954 they moved to East Lansing, Michi
gan, where they still reside. They have a daughter, 
Lorie, born in 1960, and a son, Brian, born in 1961. 

Bird, William Henry 
Mr. and Mrs. WILLIAM HENRY BIRD arrived 

in the Elva district (SW 5-3-27) in 1905. Originally 
coming from Belleville, Ontario, they followed their 
oldest son Ernest to Brandon and farmed in the North 
Brandon district for several years, moving to the 
Alexander area before finally locating at Elva. 

Henry Bird would be remembered as a staunch 
Methodist, member of the Conservative political par
ty, and an avid cattle and horse buyer. He was a great 
reader and enjoyed discussions on local and world 
events. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bird (formerly AMELIA VAN
DERVOORT) were the parents of 12 children, ten of 
whom survived. The family living with them in this 
district were CLAYTON, CHARLES, MABEL, 
LEAH and HARRY. Clayton (see separate history); 
Charles (deceased 1961) married VICTORIA Mc-
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CALLUM (deceased 1934); Mabel married LORNE 
STERLING (deceased 1975); Harry (deceased 1959) 
married MURIEL LAWLEY; Leah married FRANK 
WALKER (see Frank Walker history). 

The memories shared by remaining grand
children of this couple always include their great love 
of church, family, community affairs, music and 
fellowship. 

Bird, Clayton James 
CLAYTON was the son of William Henry and 

Mary Amelia (Van der Voort) Bird. He came with his 
family to the Elva district the early 1900's. He farmed 
until the mid-thirties. The depression forced the fam
ily off the farm and Clayton bought grain for the Lake 
of the Woods until ill health forced him to quit work. 

In April, 1915 Clayton married MYRTLE AR
CHIBALD of Elva (daughter of Hugh James) and 
they farmed where Ross Simpson is now living. 
During their 26 years of married life Clayton and 
Myrtle were active in community and church ac
tivities. They loved the dancing and social evenings 
held in the district. The doors of their home were 
always open to friends and relatives. Many enjoyable 
hours of music and laughter were spent with the 
Frank and Leah Walker family who lived close by. 

Their five children GLADYS, PRESCOTT, 
DOUGLAS, AURA and ELAINE attended Belfry 
and Elva schools. Gladys married Charles Spencer in 
1940. They have one son, Douglas who married 
Patricia King, and two grandsons - Ryan and Paul. 
Gladys and Charles retired from teaching in Sas
katchewan in 1972 and are now living in Melita. 
Douglas and his family are living in Colorado 
Springs. 

Prescott married Evelyn Murray of Lyleton in 
1944. Prescott died shortly after he and Evelyn had 
retired from the farm to Lyleton in 1978. They have 
four children. Beverley and her husband Ken 
Daniels are living in Brandon. Joy and her husband 
Wayne Temple and children Brad and Paula live in 
Winnipeg. Bill and Audrey (Jones) are on the farm at 
Lyleton. They have two boys - Jason and Daniel. 
Ramona married Dan Taylor and they live on the 
farm in the Gainsborough district. 

Douglas married MURIEL LAW of the North 
Antler district in 1944. They lived south of Elva and 
farmed in that area until Doug's death in 1975. Muriel 
then moved to Pierson. They have four in their fam
ily. Glen married Diane Spencer and they are living 
in Waskada with their daughters Billie and Paige. 
Gene married Darlene McMillan. They have a son, 
Cory and a daughter, Tracy and are living on the farm 
south of Elva. Wendy and her husband Jim Anderson 
are farming at Tilston. They have two daughters, 



Tobie and Terri. Laurie married John Cole and they 
are farming at Gainsborough. 

Aura married Albert Wilson of Parkman, Sas
katchewan in 1944. They have no family and are still 
farming in the Parkman area. 

Elaine married JIM MURRAY of Lyleton in 
1944. They farmed until moving into Lyleton in 
1976. They have four in their family. Gwen and her 
husband Don Lawrence live in Edmonton with their 
son, Dean and daughter, Karma. Fred married 
Dawn Murray of Pierson and they are farming east of 
Lyleton. Their children are Clinton, Angela and 
Shane. Ivan and his wife, the former Mildred Cole
man of Waskada, live in Edmonton with their boys 
Michael and Jay. Neil married Cindy Allnutt of 
Pierson. They have two boys Baird and Clayton and 
are living in Brandon. 

These are the sons, daughters, and grandchildren 
of Clayton and Myrtle Bird. Unfortunately neither 
lived to spoil a grandchild. Clayton died in March, 
1941 and Myrtle died in June, 1942. 

Blackwell, Gar 
by Doris Blackwell 

We came to Melita in 1956. GAR worked as a 
mechanic for Nield Bros. Garage. We moved to 
Pipestone and later returned and he worked with 
Elliott's Farm Equipment. We had five children: 
DOROTHY, DONALD, MARILYN, KEN and 
SHARON. 

Dorothy married Harold Brown and remained at 
Souris. They have four sons and one grandson. 
Harold is now an elevator agent at Saltcoats, Sas
katchewan. 

Donald worked at Nield Bros. too and married 
Phyllis Armstrong of Lockwood. They now live in 
Regina. He operates Aamco Transmission and also 
has a farm and race horses. They have four children 
and two grandchildren. 

Marilyn took her schooling in Melita and gradu
ated there. She is married to Wayne Reader. They 
have three children and one grandchild. They live in 
Regina and Marilyn works in an office for Sears. 

Ken married Shirley Temple and now lives at 
Moosomin. He is a car salesman and Shirley works in 
a store. They have two girls. 

Sharon married Larry Temple and they live in 
Regina. She is an accountant at Canadian Motors. 
Larry does carpentry and construction. 

Doris still lives in Regina. Gar passed away in 
August of 1981 after a long illness. 

Bonner, Thomas 
submitted by Bessie Bonner 

THOMAS BONNER came to the Coultervale 
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district from Peterborough, Ontario and his parents 
had come to the country in a sailing vessel. JANE 
HICKS (JENNIE) FLETCHER came as a child from 
Yorkshire, England, later moving out to the Coulter
vale district with her family. 

Thomas Bonner and Jennie Fletcher were mar
ried in December 1898 in her home at Coultervale. 
Their daughter ELIZA ISABELLA (LILA) was 
born at Coultervale in May 1904. GEORGE 
WILFRED, their son, was born at Coultervale in 
April 1906. They went to Coultervale School. All are 
now deceased. 

Bonner, Wilfred 
WILFRED BONNER and BESSIE DAVIES 

(daughter of Thomas Davies) were married at her 
home at Elva in October 1932, and lived in the 
Ly leton district for 11 years. They moved to Melita in 
1943. Born to them were four sons: Ralph Laverne 
in 1934; Wilfred Claire in 1936; Thomas Dale in 
1940; and Earl David in 1943. Ralph and Claire 
began school at Lyleton, Melita and finished at 
Gainsborough. David and Dale started at Melita and 
finished at Gainsborough. 

We moved to Gainsborough in 1949 and farmed 
in the Claremont district. In January 1961 Wilfred 
Bonner passed away at Melita. The family continued 
to farm. 

Ralph married Marlene McCallum in Decem
ber 1958. They have two daughters, Lisa and Janice. 
Ralph passed away in July 1980. 

Claire remains a bachelor and farms at Pierson. 
Dale married Marie Ward in 1961. They have two 
children, Vincent and Colleen. Dale is a teacher. 
David married Linda Tole of Pierson in 1968 and they 
have one son, Chad. 

Boscow, Richard Henry 
RICHARD HENRY BOSCOW and MARGA

RET ELLEN COTTOM were married at Warrington, 
England February 14, 1913. Mr. Boscow sailed for 
Canada, his trade was a wire weaver. Mrs. Boscow 
joined her husband later at Melita. They worked for 
local farmers in the district. 

Mr. Boscow loved to play the piano and belonged 
to the Independent Order of Oddfellows. 

To this union four girls and two boys were born. 
RENEE is MRS. MERVIN D. SNYDER of Melita; 
FWRENCE is MRS. ROBERT H. McJANNET of 
Melita; ELAINE is Mrs. John F. Thompson of Ot
tawa; DENNIS (see separate history); MAR
GARET is Mrs. Lome E. Boucher of Erickson; 
JOSEPH passed away December 23, 1928 at age 11 
months. 

This family received their education at Melita 



School and were all baptized in Christ Church, 
Melita. 

Mr. and Mrs. Boscow observed their Diamond 
Anniversary at Melita Senior Citizens' Lodge. One 
hundred and forty relatives and friends signed the 
guest book. 

There are five generations of girls in the family: 
Mrs. Boscow, Renee Snyder, Donna Louttit, Dianne 
Reddaway, and little Jennifer Lyn Reddaway. 

Mr. Boscow has 14 grandchildren, 24 great
grandchildren and four great-great-grandchildren. 

Mr. Boscow passed away December 16, 1974 in 
his 85th year. 

Mrs. Boscow lives in the Senior Citizens' Lodge 
in Melita and enjoys her many friends. 

Boscow, Dennis 
Dennis married BETH FORSYTHE (daughter of 

Charles and Jean). Dennis was a former employee of 
the Manitoba Telephone System and is now retired. 
They reside in Brandon. 

They have two children: CALVIN DENNIS who 
married CAROL PEDERMAN on September 18, 
1976. He is employed by the Manitoba Telephone 
System and is living at The Pas. They have two 
children, JARROD and MEGAN. SHERRY ANN 
married GRAHAM MILES on July 17, 1982 and 
lives in Winnipeg. 

Boy, Alphonse 
ALPHONSE BOY (1879) and LOUISE BROU

WERS (1888) were born in Belgium. They were 
married in Belgium in 1910. They came to Canada 
that year and farmed at Deloraine for 29 years, then 
moved to Melita in 1937 and farmed there for eight 

Alf and Louise Boy. 
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years, retiring to Melita in 1945. Both Alphonse and 
Louise passed away in 1969. They had five children: 
ERMA, CYRILLE, BLANCHE, ALICE and 
GERMAINE (see Dan Gerlock history). 

The eldest, Erma, was married to Ambrose 
Helemer on April 13, 1937. Ambrose worked as 
foreman in the Nestibo coal mine for a number of 
years in the thirties. Erma was a cook. Ambrose 
passed away in 1978. Erma now lives at Selkirk. 
They had one daughter, Doreen, who married Al 
Schone. They now have two children Kathy and 
Michael, and reside in Winnipeg. 

Cyrille married Kathleen Andries on November 
7, 1944. They farmed for 30 years and are now 
retired at Boissevain. They had no children. 

Blanche married GEORGE ANDRIES (see 
George Andries history). 

Alice married Valere Andres on December 9, 
1936. They farmed for many years and are now 
retired and live in Deloraine. They have one daugh
ter, Donna, who married BOB STOVIN, who also 
farms, and they have four daughters. 

Boyd, James 
by Hazel Quane 

Mr. and Mrs. JAMES BOYD and their five 
daughters came to Melita from Wawanesa in 1925. 
Mr. Boyd operated the grocery store now known as 
Cornish's Lucky Dollar Store until 1929. In 1931 he 
returned to his former trade as a barber and operated 
his shop up til the time of his death in June of 1951. 
His wife predeceased him in August 1947. 

IRENE, the eldest daughter, married ROBERT 
FORBES in November 1929. Irene is now widowed 
and lives in Winnipeg. 

HELEN married HERBERT SCOTT in Febru
ary 1931. They had two children, Boyd and Arlene 
who both live in Winnipeg as does Helen who is also 
a widow, Herb having died in July 1979. 

HAZEL the third daughter, married LAW
RENCE QUANE in June 1939 (see Lawrence 
Quane history). 

MURIEL, the next in line, was married in June 
1933 to ELLARD KILLEEN. They had three chil
dren, Raymond, Gloria and Gary. Ellard died in 
October 1937. Muriel lived in Melita with her father 
and mother for several years after the war and the 
children attended school here. After her father died 
in 1951 Muriel and family went back to Winnipeg and 
in October 1959 she was married to Ernest Young and 
they live in Prince George, British Columbia. Ray
mond lives in Edmonton. He is married and has two 
daughters and has been employed by Alberta Gov
ernment Telephones for many years. Gloria and hus
band Jack Ross live in Vancouver. They have two 



children, Kelly, who like his father is a policeman 
with the Vancouver City Police and Leslie who is 
presently employed with the R.C.M.P. as a dis
patcher. Gary also lives in British Columbia. 

LILLIAN, the youngest of the Boyd family, was 
married to Richard Scott in August 1946. They had 
three children. Rick, who graduated in Engineering 
from the University of Manitoba now lives in Cal
gary. He is married and has two children. Sheri, the 
second child, is married to Barry Severson. They 
have a son Leslie. Sheri teaches and they live at 
Cabri, Saskatchewan. Dawn, the youngest, is mar
ried and living in Winnipeg. She has two sons. 
Lillian is now Mrs. Ted Snead and lives in Winnipeg. 

Boyd, Orville Earole (Bud) 
ORVILLE EAROLE (BUD) BOYD, son of 

ROBERT 1. BOYD of Pierson, married BERYTH 
MARY PINK WOOD, daughter of John Pink of 
Melita. They came to Melita and area in 1957. 

They first lived south of Melita on the Baxter 
farm, SW 3-3-27, moving to town in 1959. Bud 
farmed in the Tilston area for a number of years, and 
worked for the United Grain Growers. Later, Bud 
worked at the Metropolitan and Palace Hotels. 
Beryth was a registered nurse, working at the Wilson 
Memorial HospitaL She was a Public Health Nurse 
for the Melita area until her death in 1967. Lottie 
Boyd, Bud's sister, moved from Pierson in 1967 to 

help take care of the children and home. Lottie is still 
residing in Melita with Bud. 

Bud and Beryth had three children: LYNDA 
MARY JEAN born 1957; ROBERT JOHN born in 
1958; and FRANCIS EARL born in 1960. 

Lynda married Jack Hammell of Pierson in Octo
ber 1978. They have one son, Johnathan William, 
born August 7, 1981. They now reside two miles east 
of Pierson on the Boyd home farm, SW 4-3-28. 
Lynda works for United Grain Growers as a book
keeper. 

Robert (Bob) married Joann Goodon of Delo
raine in September, 1977. They have one daughter, 
Brianne Lynn, born October 18, 1979. They now 
reside in Calgary. Bob works in the seismographic 
field as a driller. 

Francis (Frank) is living in Calgary and works for 
Chevron Oil on a seismographic surveying crew. 

Bradley, Richard 
RICHARD (DICK) BRADLEY, born in Lon

don, England August 20, 1871, came to Canada at 
the age of 14. He worked a few years around Orillia, 
Ontario before coming west to Melita. 

Dick started farming along with George Caney, 
batching together around 1899-1900 on SW 26-2-26. 

A story written by Mrs. Lillian Yeo on Page 155 
in the "Melita Tales and Trails" tells of a dance held 
in the Bradley-Caney home with Dick supplying the 

Bradley family. L.-R., Back: Laura, Fred, Jack, Gertie. Seated: Dick, George, Rose. 
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music on the violin. Apparently it was a blustery 
evening and as time went on the storm intensified to 
the point where those present were unable to get 
home for three days. 

On August 2, 1902 Dick married ROSA FRAN
CIS CHAMPION (daughter of Jonathon and Sara 
Champion) of the Chesterfield district. They lived on 
a rented farm seven miles from her home in the 
vicinity of Sourisford. Here their first two children 
were born, JACK in 1906 and GERTIE in 1908. 

In 1908 he went to Saskatoon and filed on a 
homestead in the Kerrobert area. There was no rail
road at that time, a distance of about 120 miles. 

In 1909 his wife and two small children joined 
him, living in a tent and sod house. Here FREDER
ICK was born in 1910 and GEORGE in 1913. LAU
RA was born later in 1920. 

Dick went to the towns of Scott and Kindersley 
for supplies until the town of Kerrobert was estab
lished in 1910, when the railroad came through. 

All their five children were raised and educated at 
Avoca School. 

They lived in Kerrobert till 1935 when they 
moved to Maidstone, Saskatchewan, returning to 
Kerrobert in 1943. In 1946 they moved to Czar, 
Alberta. 

Dick passed away August 8,1947 at Wainwright, 
Alberta. His wife Rosa passed away on October 20, 
1958 at Wetaskiwin, Alberta. They are both laid to 
rest in the Wainwright Cemetery. 

Jack, their eldest son, born at Melita, married 
Jennie Sheets of Edson, Alberta. They are now re
tired and live at Sundre, Alberta and have a family of 
two daughters and two sons. Jack spent some time in 
the Salvation Army in his younger years. 

Gertie, born at Sourisford, remained unmarried, 
dedicated a good portion of her life to the Salvation 
Army and is retired and living at Vernon, British 
Columbia. 

Frederick, born at Kerrobert, married Jean 
Campbell of Maidstone, Saskatchewan. There was 
one daughter to this marriage. Jean was deceased and 
Fred remarried to Pauline Kraft of Carrot River, Sas
katchewan. They are now retired and live at Canoe, 
British Columbia and have four sons. 

George, born at Kerrobert, married Violet Frank 
of Maidstone. They are now retired and live at Ver
non, British Columbia and have one daughter. 

Laura, married Ronald Chapman from New 
Brunswick who is now deceased. There was one son 
to this marriage. Laura remarried Gerald Reed of 
Maidstone. They now reside at Vernon and have one 
son. 
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Breemersch, Henry 
HENRY BREEMERSCH was born in 

Vlisseghem, Belgium, January 7, 1888. He came to 
Canada as a farm labourer in 1916 and worked in 
Deloraine for Mr. Harry Huys. In 1917 he married 
LEONIE ROESE who was born November 18, 1887 
in Aartryke, Belgium. They farmed in the Waskada 
district for three years then moved to the homestead 
farm known as the Clement farm in 1921. This farm, 
13-3-26, was situated five miles east and three and 
one-half miles south of Melita. In 1925 he bought one 
of the first threshing machine outfits spending many 
hours helping neighbours reap their harvest. In 1945 
they built a home in Melita where they retired. Their 
family consisted of three children, two sons 
JEROME and JULIAN, and one daughter, JULIA, 
ten grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. 

Henry Breemersch passed away in Deloraine at 
Bre-Del-Win Lodge in 1974. His wife Leonie pre
deceased him in 1966. 

Julia was born October 26, 1921. She married 
Charles Janssens of Deloraine on September 24, 
1941. They had three sons and two daughters. 

Breemersch, Jerome 
JEROME BREEMERSCH married CLARA 

VANROBOEYS of Medora on October 24, 1934. 
They have one son Edgar. He started farming in the 
Tilston area later moving to Melita. He retired in the 
fall of 1959. 

Edgar married LORETTA ANICA of Medora. 
They had four children. 

Kimberly, born November 21, 1960, who after 
graduation obtained work at The New Era office 
where she still is. 

Bradly, born March 4, 1963, farms with his 
father. 

Monica Lee Ann, born June 21, 1965, passed 
away January 17, 1968. 

Allen, born March 3, 1968, is still in school at 
Melita. 

Breemersch, Julian 
JULIAN was born on the home farm in the 

Chesterfield District July 8, 1923. He took his 
schooling in the Chesterfield and Menota school 
districts. In 1946 he rented the home farmland from 
his father until it was purchased after marriage. 

On July 4, 1950 he married IRENE BEAUDRY 
of Deloraine. They had five children, two sons and 
three daughters. The eldest son born May 10, 1952 
died at birth. 

Sharron Elaine was born September 28, 1953. 
She took her elementary and high school education 



L.-R.: Colleen, Julien, Irene, Sharron and Larry, Gayle, Darryll 
Breemersch. 

in Melita. After Grade XII she attended Winnipeg 
Red River Community College and practiced her 
training in Grace General Hospital where she gradu
ated as a Registered Laboratory Technologist. She 
was employed in Grace Hospital and later Brandon 
General. In 1977 she married Larry Teetaert of 
Medora. They took up residence in Thompson, Man
itoba where Larry was employed with the Parks 
Branch and Sharron with Thompson General Labo
ratory. They have one daughter KRISTIN RAE born 
June 13, 1980. In the fall of 1980 they were trans
ferred to Spruce Woods Park at Glenboro where they 
now reside. 

Colleen Ann was born June 24, 1955. She took 
her elementary and high school education in Melita. 
After Grade XII graduation she attended Angus 
Business College in Winnipeg. She was then em
ployed as a medical secretary for Dr. Hurst in the 
Medical Arts Building for a period of five years. At 
the present time Colleen is a secretary and assistant to 
management service at the Federal Business De
velopment Bank in Winnipeg. 

Gayle Lynn was born November 22, 1956. She 
also completed here elementary and high school edu
cation in Melita. She took a Medical Secretarial 
course at Herzing Institute in Winnipeg. Later at 
Brandon General Hospital and Red River Communi
ty College she completed her X-Ray Technician's 
course graduating as a Registered X-Ray Technolo
gist in 1977. She was employed in Doctors' Clinic in 
Winnipeg. In 1980 she went to Toronto where she is 
still employed in Children's Hospital. 

DarryU was born April 24, 1960. He completed 
his elementary and high school education in Melita in 
1978. His main interest is operating the home farm 
with his dad. Grain farming is the chief operation but 
he also has a herd of cattle consisting of chiefly 
Charolais and Simmental strains. 
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Brigden, Ernest 
ERNEST BRIGDEN married GRACE NEW

COMBE of Napinka December 6, 1922. They lived 
in the Purple Hill District on their farm, NE 15-4-25. 
In the fall of 1934 they moved to Moline, Manitoba 
and returned to the farm again in the fall of 1935. 
They retired to Melita in the fall of 1970. Dad passed 
away May 4, 1972. Mother still lives in her home in 
Melita and has many interests. Most of all she enjoys 
visits from her family and many friends. They have 
four children. 

Ernest and Grace Brigden (1967). 

MARION, born August 19,1924, married RUS
SELL LAMONT of Napinka on October 2, 1946. 
They farmed in the Napinka district on E 4-4-25, 
known as the Lamont homestead. In June 1964 they 
moved to Medora where Russ is employed as a car
penter. They have two sons, Brian, born October 11, 
1957 and Donald, born February 11, 1961. 

STANLEY, born November 16, 1925, married 
Margaret Arnold of Deloraine on October 21, 1948. 
They live on their farm in the Purple Hill district on 
SE 24-4-25 where Stan is engaged in farming. They 
have five children: Kathryn born January 23, 1952; 
Robert born October 19, 1953; Barry, born June 2, 
1959; and Linda and Lori (twins) born March 31, 
1961. Stan and Margaret have five grandchildren, 
Steven and Scott Brigden and Kara, Erin and Anna 
Penno. 

DOROTHY, born July 15, 1927, married John 
Learmonth of Medora October 25, 1950. They live in 
the Medora district on NE 21-3-24. John farmed for a 
number of years. They have three daughters; Donna, 
born November 13, 1952, Barbara, born March 5, 
1955 and Beverly born November 7, 1957. 



GERALD, born March 2, 1932, married Flo
rence Laminman of Regent on November 2, 1957. 
They live in the Purple Hill district on their farm on 
NW 24-4-25 where Gerald is engaged in farming. 
They have two sons; Gordon born April 18, 1960 and 
Kevin born November 25,1965. 

Brockinton, W. T. 
by Percy Brockinton 

Mr. W. T. BROCKINTON was a graduate of the 
Oxford University in England. He quit a position as 
an auditor for The Birmington Railway to come to 
Canada. He arrived a Woodstock, Ontario in the fall 
of 1881 with his wife and two children WILLIAM 
R., who was born in 1876, and ISABEL, who was 
born in 1878. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. T. Brockinton. 

They stayed that winter and met up with a group 
of young men who pursuaded them to join their party 
which was going west to homestead in Manitoba. 
They picked their homesteads from a Homestead 
Map in Woodstock and arrived at Brandon in the 
spring of 1882. At that time that was as far as the 
railway had got. After stopping in Brandon to get 
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organized and get supplies they started out to travel 
with oxen to find their homesteads which were in 
Township Two, Range 28, southeast of where Pier
son was later located. 

Mr. Brockinton was lucky in having purchased a 
good team of oxen, which, as Mr. Jim Breakey said, 
was about the best team of oxen which he had ever 
seen. They he had hitched to a load of lumber which 
was to build a small home for his homestead. Well, 
the first day they arrived at a camping spot just west 
of where Souris is now, by the Plum Creek. Mrs. 
Bockinton drove a pony hitched to a buggy with a 
cow tied behind and with her two young children in 
the buggy with her. This must have been quite an 
experience for people who had no previous farm 
experience. However, with a little luck and deter
mination they, with the help of the young men, got 
by. 

During the night camping at Plum Creek the cow 
got loose and Mr. Brockinton had to drive back with 
the buggy to find his cow which made him late. 
When he got back with the cow the young men had 
ferried their equipment across the Creek and were 
lamenting about how Mr. Brockinton was going to 
hold things up with a load of lumber to ferry across. 
Then looking up they saw Brockinton coming down 
the trail with his oxen on the trot straight for Plum 
Creek, down the bank, into the creek where the oxen 
went under the water for about ten feet. But the force 
of the load of lumber carried them along to where 
they got their footing and up the bank they went with 
their load of lumber all O.K. Mr. Brockinton was 
standing on his load smoking his pipe as though this 
was all part of his homesteading experience. The 
young men had expected to see the oxen get 
drowned, but when they came up with their load 
alright they looked at one another and said "Doesn't 
that beat all!". Well, so much for crossing Plum 
Creek. 

Then they had about another 90 miles to go across 
country with only old Indian trails to follow. They 
went up past the sand hills at Lauder and then along 
the Souris River's west bank up to and past where 
Melita is now, on south along the River for another 
ten metres or so and then west about eight miles to 
where their homesteads were located. Just how they 
knew how to locate their homesteads I often wonder. 
But that was the pluck and perseverance that the early 
settlers possessed, otherwise the Prairies would not 
have been what they are today. 

So after arriving and locating their respective 
homesteads they set up their tents and went to work to 
build, some with sod shanties and Mr. Brockinton 
with a lumber shanty which was much colder. 

The first winter all the young men left their 



homesteads and went back to Ontario for the winter. 
It must have been quite an ordeal for people used to 
old England to winter alone. During February, with 
food supplies getting low, Mr. Brockinton took his 
oxen and drove about ten miles across the prairie to 
Mr. Dave Elliott's at Sourisford where he had been 
told he might be able to buy a bag of potatoes. 
Arriving there alright he got his potatoes O.K. when 
a blizzard came up, but cleared up by ten o'clock 
with a briglit moonlight night. Mr. Elliott wanted Mr. 
Brockinton to stay till morning but Mr. Brockinton 
said much as he would like to he thought that as he 
had a wife and two children out on the prairie he had 
better start out. With the oxen plodding along Mr. 
Brockinton got colder and colder and then got feeling 
sleepy. He remembered reading that that was the last 
feeling one got before freezing to death, so he got out 
to walk but was so stiff that he had to hook one arm 
around the back of the sleigh and get dragged along 
for 50 yards until he could walk. He finally got home 
with his bag of frozen potatoes. 

During the summer each one of about the six 
homesteaders took turns every two weeks going to 
Brandon, which was 100 miles, via oxen, to get their 
mail and supplies. This was about a seven day, very 
trying, trip, what with mosquitoes, etc. It was a very 
unpleasant experience. 

He said if it hadn't been for the beaver cut drift 
wood that he was able to get they could easily have 
frozen to death as one morning it was 20 below zero 
in their wood shanty. 

The second summer he was able to get a second 
homestead pre-emption on the NE 10-3-27 on the 
river flats where there was plenty of wood. He dug 
into the north bank of a ravine and by sodding up the 
sides he built a warm place to winter. He spent six 
months homestead duties there and six months on the 
other homestead quarter. In 1895, he had a stone 
house built on 10-3-27 which is still standing today. 
He later bought W 11-3-27. 

Mr. Brockinton was a very good violinist and 
taught music to the family and others who wished to 
learn the violin. Mr. and Mrs. Brockinton continued 
to live on their farm until their deaths. Mrs. Brockin
ton died in November of 1924 and Mr. Brockinton 
died in September of 1933 at 83 years of age. 

As there were not any schools nearby, William 
and Isobel were taught by Mr. Brockinton at home, 
and also later he taught Ada, Harold and Percy at 
home until the Peninsula School was built in 1901. 
ADA was born in 1886; HAROLD in 1888; and 
PERCY was born December 29, 1892. 

In 1892 William bought SE 3-3-27 for $4.80 an 
acre and later NW 33-2-27 from Joe Barrett. He lived 
on 33-2-27 until 1946 when he sold his farm to 
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Wilfred Skelton and retired in Melita. He died in 
1964. 

Isobel married W. T. DAVEY in 1907. (see T. 
Davey history) 

Ada stayed on the farm and kept house for her 
brother until she moved to town in 1945, when she 
also kept house for her brother William. She died in 
1975. 

Harold started operating the home farm in 1914 
with his brother Percy. He continued operating the 
home farm until 1950 when he retired and went to 
Melita and lived with his sister Ada. He died in 1974. 

Brockinton, Percy 
PERCY BROCKINTON started farming on his 

own in 1921 on S 2-3-27. He soon expanded his 
holdings, buying the NE 3-3-27 in 1925 and buying 
part of the NW 31-3-26 and part of S 6-4-26 and also 
all of section 9-4-26. 

He married FLORENCE MAY WHITLEY of 
the Chesterfield District in 1937. In 1937 he started a 
purebred herd of Shorthorn cattle and kept raising 
good Shorthorn cattle for about 15 years. 

In 1917 he took the Championship for the Best 
Sample of Hard Wheat at the Manitoba Seed Fair at 
Winnipeg and also took third prize for Hard Spring 
Wheat at the World's Fair held at Kansas City, 
U.S.A. in 1918. Later on he started growing regis
tered grain, winning first prize for the Best Exhibit of 
Durum Wheat at Toronto in 1928. He also took first 
for the Best Exhibit of Durum at the Manitoba Seed 
Fair at Brandon in 1929 and, in 1970, was successful 
in being awarded The Royal Bank Trophy for the Best 
Exhibit of Registered Grain at the Manitoba Seed Fair 
in Brandon. In 1964 he was awarded a Robertson 
Associate Membership in recognition of his services 
to the Association and to Canadian agriculture. He 
also received a Certificate of Congratulations on his 
75th birthday from the Federal Minister of Agricul
ture with his best wishes and grateful acknowledge
ment of his contribution to the growth and 
development of Canada. 

He sold section 9-4-26 to the Gardners in about 
1951 and S 2-3-27 to G. 0. McRae and still helps to 
supervise the rest of his property. 

Mr. and Mrs. Brockinton moved to Melita in 
1948 and Mrs. Brockinton died in 1978. He is still 
living in his home in Melita. The Brockintons were 
very good rifle shots. 

Broome, William Joseph 
WILLIAM JOSEPH BROOME was born in Sea

forth, Ontario. He arrived in Melita in 1911 where he 
married BELLA JANE LAWSON (GREIG) in 1915. 

They had a family of four: JESSIE (TOOTS), 



The Broome family. L.-R.: George, Mary, Joe, Toots, Belia, 
Fred (in front) (1945). 

MARY, GEORGE and FRED, who were all born in 
Melita and stepson WILLIAM LAWSON. 

Joe did draying in Melita. In the winter this meant 
cutting ice from the river and hauling it to the 
William Kenner ice house. In 1926 Joe, Bella and 
family moved to a farm west of Napinka. After 
several years of farming they moved up north to 
Inglis, as the dirty thirties moved in, returning back 
in the fall of 1937 and farmed in the Browns District. 
Later they moved to the James Banks' farm east of 
Melita. Due to health reasons Joe and Bella retired in 
Melita in 1959 and lived in the north end of town. 

Joe passed away in 1960 in his 73rd year. Bella 
continued to live in Melita spending some time with 
Lefty and Toots Wyatt and also with Fred and 
Yvonne Broome in Winnipeg. In 1968 Bella moved 
into the Melita Lodge as one of the first residents. 
She died October 30, 1982, two days before her 95th 
Birthday. 

Toots was married to ORLAND (LEFTY) WY
ATT in 1932 (see Orland Wyatt history); Fred (sepa
rate history); Mary married Richard Ambler in 1954 
and resides in Calgary; George (separate history). 

Broome, George 
GEORGE BROOME, oldest son of Joe and 

Bella Broome, spent most of his childhood days in 
Melita. As a youth he worked on various farms in the 
district. He joined the Queen's Own Cameron High
landers in 1942, and served overseas. He was taken 
prisoner in Italy in October 1944 and was a prisoner 
of war until May 1945. He was returned to England 
on "D" Day and was discharged in August 1945. 
. After returning home he took up farming on the 
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Penson farm in the Chesterfield district. In 1959 he 
married Jessie Paddock and moved to Brooks, Alber
ta. Their son Ian was born there in 1961. In 1965 they 
moved to Brandon where George started a con
struction business which he and Ian still operate. 

Broome, Fred 
FRED BROOME is the youngest son of Joe and 

Bella Broome. Most of his early life was spent in and 
around Melita district. In 1951 he married YVONNE 
MASON, second daughter of Bill and Pearl Mason. 
They now reside in Winnipeg. 

There are three sons: Kevin of Wetaskiwin, Al
berta; Greg, married to Candice Redfern of Brandon 
and living at Fort Saskatchewan, Alberta; and Doug, 
married to Marjorie Smitsnuk of Fort Frances, On
tario and who are residing at Edmonton, Alberta. 
They have one son, Corey. 

Brown, A. W. (Ab) 
A. W. (AB.) BROWN and family came to Melita 

in February 1954 from Rapid City, Manitoba, where 
he had been manager of the local branch of the Royal 
Bank of Canada, and which position he took over in 
Melita. Ab was born in Saskatoon, but moved with 
his family at an early age to Arden, Manitoba. He 
joined the Bank in 1930 and served in different 
branches in Manitoba, enlisting in the Royal Cana
dian Artillery in September 1940 while at Flin Flon. 

In action in Sicily he was wounded in the Battle of 
Agira on July 31, 1943. He was invalided home in 
January of 1944 and after rejoining the Bank worked 
in Winnipeg, Souris and Rapid City before coming to 
Melita. 

In April 1944 he married JEAN ROBERTSON of 
Winnipeg and their daughter BEVERLEY was born 
in Souris. Before ill health forced his early retirement 
from the Bank in 1961, Ab took an active part in 
community affairs, was vice-president of the Cham
ber of Commerce, Past Grand of Melita Lodge No. 
20, LO.O.F., Past President of the Melita Legion and 
Curling Club. He served on the local Hospital Board 
and was chairman of it for a number of years. 

He passed away in September 1972, and is buried 
in the Melita Cemetery. His wife Jean, has continued 
to reside in Melita on Elm Street and is a member of 
Victoria United Church and Golden Link Rebekah 
Lodge. 

After completing her schooling in Melita, Bev
erley took her teacher's training course at Brandon 
College and at the University of Manitoba. She 
taught in Killarney, and Fort Garry, Manitoba. She 
married Robert (Bob) Russell of Winnipeg in August 
1970 and they live in Charleswood, Manitoba, with 
their two sons, Sean and Ian. 



Brown, Earl 
I was born at Mountainside but later moved to 

Waskada with my parents (William G. Brown and 
Anne Maddus), two brothers and four sisters and we 
had our education there. 

On October 17, 1944 I married EILEEN MAIN 
(daughter of Tom and Dorothy (Marshal) Main of 
Goodlands). Eileen was born on a farm four miles 
north of Goodlands and went to school at Montefiore 
and then iIi 1939 moved to Waskada and finished 
school. After we were married we lived at Deloraine 
for four years. 

In 1951 we bought the farm in the Browns District 
on S 32-4-27 then a few years later bought a half 
section southwest of Broomhill. 

We had three children, one girl stillborn in 1946; 
DOUG was born in 1950 and MURRAY was born in 
1954. 

We farmed on this farm until the fall of 1977 then 
sold the farm to Doug and moved to town. 

Doug married EVA MOTZ from Pipestone in 
1974 and they live on the farm on SE 34-4-27. They 
have two children, Allan and Heather. 

Murray married JANET SWANSON in 1973. 
They live on the farm and he works and drives a 
school bus. They have two children, Joan and 
Michael. 

Brown, Ebenezer 
EB was born in Bruce County, Ontario in 1860. 

In 1882 he began farming with his brother Edward. 
When his brother married, Eb moved west to Man
itoba. Upon arriving in Manitoba he worked on ele
vator construction gangs at Clearwater and Melita. 

He selected a farm on N 25-4-28, which he pur
chased for $5 per acre. 

In 1891 Eb returned to Ontario and married AN
NIE MERCHANT WARD of Lake Charles, Ontario. 
Eb and Annie moved back to Manitoba and started 
their new life together on their farm where they 
planted many trees for shelter and also numerous 
fruit trees in their garden. 

Eb was one of the first trustees of the Coates 
School. He began his first term in 1901 when the 
school opened and held this position three years. 

Eb and Annie helped to start a Presbyterian 
Church at Coates School in 1904. We understand 
many folks hold fond memories of the Sunday 
School picnics held at the Robert Murray farm. 

All seven of their children were born on the home 
farm. Eb farmed until 1944 when he and Annie 
moved into Melita. He passed away in 1945 and she 
in 1959. 

The following are the descendants of Eb and 
Annie Brown: WILFRED, MAUD (Mrs. D. 
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Mcleod with son Norman); PEARL (Mrs. John 
Milne); HARRY; ARTHUR; FRANK; and JIM 
(see separate history). Arthur, the only other living 
child of Eb and Annie Brown, lives in Melita also. 

Brown, James 
JAMES BROWN was born April 14, 1912, the 

son of Ebenezer and Annie (Merchant) of the Coat
land District. He married CALISTA HELEN 
ATKINSON, daughter of Robert and Isabella (Day) 
Atkinson. They lived on 29-4-27 then moved to 
15-1-27 (Calista's birth place) in 1947. They had 
seven children. 

Gwenda Annabella, born August 12, 1945, is 
now Mrs. Stephen Dunning at Calgary. 

Penelope Mary Ethel, born September 8,1946, 
married Terry Downey who was later killed in a car 
accident. They had two children: Calvin, born Janu
ary 1966 and Vicky born November 1966. Penny 
married Mel Edwards and they have one daughter 
born June 1976. They farm at Pipestone. 

Judith Calista was born December 16,1948 and 
married Barry Downey of Coulter. They have Neil 
born in 1973 and Mark born in 1976. 

Jackolene Wanda was born December 19, 1948 
and married Rev. Jim Brown and have Wendy, born 
1972; Christy, born 1975 and Janet born in 1980. 

Judith and Jackolene were twins but were born 
three days apart at Brandon. 

Robert James Calvin, born April 3, 1951 at 
Melita, married Donna Wishart and has children 
Lindsay born in 1979 and Stacey born in 1981. They 
live at Coulter on 15-1-27. 

Lois Irene was born May 24, 1952 and married 
Dennis McKenzie with children Christa born 1976; 
Mary born 1969; and Ian born 1982. They live at 
Langley, British Columbia. 

Thomas Lowell, twin of Lois Irene, born May 
24, 1952, married Linda Luky and have David Vin
cent born in 1980 in Africa. They live at Gilbert 
Plains now. 

After Calista's death in 1962, Jim married DOR
OTHY COOPER DAY in 1964. She was the widow 
of Arnott Day (son of Duncan Day), mother of Bill, 
Janice and Murray_ Jim and Dorothy retired to 
Melita in 1973. 

Brown, William Forrest 
On October 9, 1867 WILLIAM BROWN was 

born at Gorrie, Ontario, one of seven sons of William 
and Mary Brown. He had two sisters Jessie and 
Minnie. 

In 1886, at the age of 19, he travelled by train to 
Deloraine where he batched with his brother Edward. 
Eager for a homestead he filed on SE 24-3-26. For 



William and Elizabeth Brown. 

awhile he worked on the railroad in Montana, but 
returned to the homestead and began breaking with a 
yoke of oxen (Buck and Bright). He always said he 
started up with 50¢, oxen and a stoneboat. 

In 1896 he married ELIZABETH ANNE 
CLARK of Killarney, Manitoba. She was the daugh
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Clark, formerly of 
Springbrooke, Ontario. 

As the years went by more land was bought. He 
hired many men through the years. He threshed at 
home and also at other farms. 

DAVE, MARY and MABLE were born on the 
homestead and attended Menota School and all at
tended Melita School. MYRTLE, ANNIE, and 
twins LINDSAY and WILLIAM were born on 
23-3-26 where the family had moved and where the 
parents remained until they passed away. William 
died of bronchitis at seven months. Lindsay is still on 
the farm. 

He married BETTY BROWN of Medora 
November 4, 1953. They have four boys. Allan is a 
machinist at Virden. Gary took electronics and is 
employed at Regina. Terry is working near Melita 
and is studying to complete a course in farm mechan
ics. Elvin is attending school in Melita taking Grade 
IX. He is keen on hockey. 

Mother and Dad were in their 60th year of mar
riage when Dad died in February 1956. Mother was 
in her 90th year. She died December 3, 1966, after a 
short illness. 

Dave lived north of Napinka most of his adult 
life. He kept horses to put up hay and cut wood to 
sell. He died January 14, 1976. 

Mary married David Cassels, a locomotive engi
neer in Winnipeg. He was originally from Glasgow, 
Scotland. David died in 1956. They had two sons. 
Mary still lives at their home in Norwood. 

Mable married Clive McDiarmid, from Good
lands, in 1923. They farmed at Carievale, Saskatche
wan before going to the Peace River, but returned 
after a few years and lived north of Napinka. They 
had four sons and two daughters. Clive is buried at 
Carievale. Mable lives in Evansburg, Alberta. 
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Myrtle, single, retired to Melita after many years 
teaching in three prairie provinces. 

Annie married James Middlemiss of Lauder, 
Scotland. They farmed south of Gainsborough for 
many years before retiring to Gainsborough. They 
had a daughter and a son. Annie still lives at her home 
in Gainsborough. 

Brown, William Henry 
by Kathleen (Brown) Smith 

On September 7, 1881 WILLIAM HENRY 
BROWN and eldest son Will left a farm near Both
well, Ontario for the west, arriving in Winnipeg on 
September 11th. Until Christmas they worked on the 
C.P.R. building culverts and bridges on the main line 
between Rat Portage (now Kenora) and Portage la 
Prairie. After a winter spent back in Bothwell, 
Henry, his wife SUSANNAH (nee Bearss), their 
children WILL, MARTHA (MATTIE), HARVEY 
and HENRIETTA (ETTIE) left their Ontario home 
and moved to Winnipeg. Two small children, SYL
ISTA and RICHARD were left behind in Fansher 
Cemetery, both victims of scarlet fever. 

Henry began his prairie years by building houses 
in Winnipeg, clearing lots and building more houses 
in Fort Garry, 17 in all. Mrs. Brown and the three 
youngest children went back east that winter, return
ing in the spring of 1883. Winnipeg experienced a 
building slump that year and Henry filed on the NE 
22-4-27 near Melita. Ten acres of virgin prairie were 

Martha and Jane Brown (1905). 



broken that summer. After a winter in Winnipeg the 
family went to Virden by train, thence by wagon 
pulled by Buck and Bright, their oxen, to settle on 
their homestead. 

The homestead had been chosen because Jackson 
Creek ran east and west through the land. The family 
lived in a tent beside the creek between their campsite 
and the next bend of the creek to the west. The first 
house had only one large room down and one room 
upstairs. After the house was sheathed and tar
papered for insulation, Henry took the oxen and 
wagon to Virden to buy roofing shingles. He arrived 
home three days later to complete chaos. A fierce 
wind and hailstorm had blown the roof and tarpaper 
from the house and ruined his fine crop of wheat. The 
family gleaned the field, managing to save 15 bush
els. So much for the first crop! 

Henry and sons cut and drew wood from the 
Souris River, made the house habitable and the fam
ily settled in for their first harsh prairie winter. A 
small barn had been built for their first livestock -
two cows, two pigs and the oxen. Henry went out to 
work helping other settlers build their first homes, 
bringing home 75¢ and sometimes $1 per day. Thus 
the family managed to survive. 

In May 1885 their twins RUSSELL and JANE 
(JEN) were born. Their crop was good but had to be 
harvested by a home-made wooden flail since there 
were no threshing machines in the district. The grain 
was drawn to Plum Creek (now Souris) and supplies 
were purchased so that conditions were better the 
second winter. 

The year 1886 brought no rain; therefore no crop. 
Henry walked to Virden, caught the train to Win
nipeg and sold the remainder of his property there. In 
this way, they got through their third winter. 

Later years were easier. The railroad came to 
Melita and the district filled up with settlers. 

After N 22-4-27 was proved up, a quarter section 
to the north and west of their farm was filed on. A sod 
house and barn were built on it and some of the 
family lived there for the required three years. The 
sod house was whitewashed inside and out, and was 
very comfortable: warm in winter and cool in sum
mer. Mr. John Young from Bothwell, Ontario later 
purchased this farm. 

Because the Browns missed the trees back east so 
much, they drew small trees from the sandhills and 
river to plant a large grove of them to the west and 
north ofthe house, down both sides of their long lane 
to the road, finishing off with a row of evergreens to 
the east of the house. Many of these trees and all the 
evergreens were killed in the 1930's drought. A car
agana hedge was planted along the front lawn and 
both lawn and hedge were kept trimmed. Large vege-
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table gardens were maintained. Time and room were 
made for many flowers and the house was always 
well decorated with bouquets of them. Unless the 
houseyard has been ploughed up for yet more wheat, 
perhaps the pink cabbage roses and yellow briar 
roses that Mrs. Brown took with her from Ontario 
could still be found. She was also very fond of the 
scented sweet grass and kept sachets of it amongst her 
linens. 

A kitchen, pantry and two bedrooms were built 
on the house. They called the pantry their freezing 
room in winter time. A daughter ALICE was born in 
1887 and their last child, CHARLES, in 1891. That 
same year Browns School was built on land given by 
Henry. He served several years as secretary-trea
surer. The teachers boarded with the Browns for 
years. 

Their home was open to everyone; a bed and food 
could always be found for people passing through the 
district in the early years. As with all pioneers, fam
ily members helped and were helped wherever and 
whenever needed. Mrs. Brown was called on time 
after time where there was sickness or a new baby in a 
home. She was a capable practical nurse and helped 
deliver over 70 babies, many of them with no doctor 
in attendance, and was happy to say that she never 
lost a mother or a baby. The last birth she attended 
was on February 22,1917 when her son Charles' first 
child was born. 

By this time Mrs. Brown was unwell. After her 
son Russell was killed overseas early in 1917, she 
seemed to go downhill steadily and she died on April 
23,1918. After 11 years of missing her, Henry died on 
February 10, 1929. They had celebrated their Golden 
Wedding on April 7, 1913. All together they had 55 
years together, some of them hard years but they were 
happy ones, too. Their children said that wherever 
Mother and Dad were, there was happiness and 
home. 

Until her marriage in 1923, Jen stayed on the 
farm with her father. Alice, her husband WILLIAM 
J. MASON, and family moved in when Jen left. 
They stayed there until September 1944 when they 
sold the farm. When the Masons left, the last of the 
Brown family was gone from the district. Mrs. Ma
son passed away in January 1979, the last member of 
Henry and Susannah's immediate family. There are 
numerous grandchildren right down to "great-great
grands" living, scattered from Ontario to British 
Columbia in Canada and from Washington State to 
Connecticut in the U.S.A. 

This is intended to be a history of Henry and 
Susannah so it will stop here except for random 
memories of earlier days. 

During their first homestead spring, Mrs. Brown 



watched wild ducks' nests and helped herself to fresh 
eggs. Wildlife and wild flowers abounded in those 
days. Ducks, geese, prairie chicken and fish from the 
creek often provided meals. All the children hiked or 
rode bareback at will over the open prairies. Charlie 
was a rather lonely little boy and spent hours alone 
rambling over the prairies, becoming familiar with 
all wild things. He remembered seeing the mating 
dance of the sandhill cranes and watching them fly in 
stylized patterns. 

One time a transient guest noticed their fiddle and 
asked if he could use it. Although it was no 
Stradivarius, he tuned it up and played one whole 
evening for them music such as they had never 
heard before. No well-mannered person ever asked 
personal questions of their guests but the Browns 
always wondered what story that gentleman could 
tell of his origins. Another man passing through was 
seen reading the Bible in the original Greek. Once a 
peddler came through in a horse and buggy (most of 
them walked with a backpack) and Jen made a horse 
trade with him. It was considered an even trade but 
his new horse dropped dead three days later while 
Jen's horse flourished for years. 

Henry built a rowboat which they christened 
"Red Wing". The creek gave them hours of plea
sure. They rowed on and swam in it all summer and 
skated on it in winter. There were house parties in 
different district homes in winter, music supplied by 
anyone who could play an instrument. People would 
travel miles to these parties and dancing went on 
merrily until dawn. There was the excitement of 
Browns school Christmas concerts each year. Box 
socials were held in the schools too, but because it 
was used for church and Sunday school, it was con
sidered improper to hold dances in it. For years, 
Browns school picnic was held at the homestead, 
attended by people from Melita and surrounding 
districts. Horseshoes was a popular game through the 
years and the kitchen wing of the Brown house was 
perfect for "anti-i-over". Reading aloud and family 
singsongs were enjoyed during long winter evenings. 

The Browns were avid readers and all available 
books were quite literally read to pieces. Family 
members felt much gratitude to Lady Aberdeen, wife 
of the Governor-General, for her boxes of books, 
paper, pencils, etc., that she sent to the children of 
pioneers. 

Depression! Anyone who lived through the Dirty 
Thirties was changed forever. We still bear the marks 
of the everlasting dust storms, the grasshoppers and 
the next-to-nothing crops. It taught us to make do 
with practically nothing, to let go of some of our 
dreams for the future, and above all to just endure. 
Perhaps it was valuable experience but some of the 
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bitterness persists. Brown's district had the kind of 
fine families who pulled together, made the best of 
things and had fun times in spite of everything. They 
came through it with flying colours. 

Much more could be written but there's only so 
much space. This must suffice. 

Browton, Fred 
by Harold (Gus) Browton 

FRED and MABEL BROWTON and sons, 
HAROLD, ARTHUR and HARRY, lived in Melita 
in 1914 and 1915. 

Harold and Arthur went to school the two years 
while they lived in Melita. They lived in a large 
apartment in the vicinity where the old skating rink 
was. English, Scottish and Welsh families lived there 
all at the same time. They called it the "Rumball 
Block" . 

Fred drayed in partnership with Allan Bridges. 
He sold out the draying business then enlisted in the 
79th Battalion on October 8, 1915. 

He was discharged from service medically unfit 
on November 7, 1918. The family then moved to 
Pierson. 

Bryant, Bill 
BILL and LOIS and sons JEFF and GREG 

BRYANT moved from Brandon to Melita in August 
1974. 

Bill originally came from Elkhorn; his parents 
are John and Elizabeth Bryant. Lois is the daughter of 
Bill and Phyllis Julyan of Oak River. 

Bill is employed by the Province of Manitoba, 
Department of Health, as a Community Mental 
Health Worker. He covers the Melita-Deloraine area. 

Bugg, Otto Lorne 
My husband LORNE was born on 32-5-24 at 

Lauder, Manitoba on October 21, 1917. He was the 
second son of Otto L. Bugg and Lilly Alberta 
Ramsey. He had four brothers, Harold, Arthur, 
Charles and Ken and six sisters Edna (McMurray), 
Pearl (Line), Elma (Holden), Ida (Wynn) deceased, 
Mabel (Hardie) and Norma (Rawlinson). The family 
lived several years in the Lauder district and four 
years in the Trembley School District. In 1928 they 
moved to 18.,.4-25 south of Napinka, where Lome's 
Dad and Mother continued to farm with the help of 
the family, until they retired to Napinka in 1946. 

In 1941 Lome joined the R.C.A.S.C. and served 
three and a half years overseas and was discharged in 
1946. On his return he took over the family farm. 

My father and mother are Jame Bruce Innes and 
Norma Pearl (Cummings). I, NORMA JEAN IN-



NES, was born June 6, 1930 at Deloraine. I attended 
school at Deloraine, Otter and Menota. 

I first met Lome in December of 1945 and on 
October 7, 1948 we were married in the United 
Church Manse in Melita. We operated a mixed farm
ing operation successfully until 1967 , when Lome's 
health began to fail. We had a sale of our machinery 
and cash rented our land and continued to live on the 
farm until Lome's untimely death on December 13, 
1973. 

We have a family of four daughters. LORNA 
JEAN was born in Melita on April 18, 1949. On 
completion of her Grade XII Lorna worked at the 
Manitoba Telephone System office in Virden until its 
closing. She then worked for B. P. Kent Flour Mills 
for about a year and a half. She also worked for the 
Virden Credit Union at Virden for three months. 
While living at Virden she met and married Ronald 
Elliott of Lenore, Manitoba. They were married 
March 14, 1970 at Napinka. Shortly after their mar
riage they moved to Brandon where Ron had secured 
ajob and Lorna worked at Westoba Credit Union for 
nine years. Ron is now working as parts manager for 
International Harvester at Neepawa and Lorna is at 
home raising their two little daughters, Kelly Lynn, 
born November 4, 1978 and Korry Lee born July 1, 
1981. They still are making their home in Brandon 
but are planning on moving to Neepawa in the near 
future. 

SHERRY LYNN was born in Melita on April 10 , 
1952. After completing her Grade XII Sherry was 
employed at the Carnation Plant at Carberry, Man
itoba for several months. She then secured a position 
with Virden Credit Union, Melita Branch, where she 
worked for about 17 months. On October 27, 1973 
she married Niel Jones of Napinka. They have since 
been divorced and Sherry moved to Brandon in 1975. 
She was employed at Beaver Lumber for sometime. 
For the last seven years she has been working in the 
Canada Farm Labour Pool office. Sherry plays drums 
for an all-girl band "Flip Side" out of Brandon. 

JANIS DAWN was born in Melita on August 3, 
1954. Janis graduated in 1974 from Melita Collegiate 
and enrolled at Assiniboine Community College in 
Brandon that fall to take a Commercial Arts Course 
which she completed successfully in 1975. She then 
found employment with Brandon Auto where she 
worked for the next six and a half years. She is now 
working in the Brandon Wheat Kings' office at the 
Keystone Centre, Brandon, as receptionist. She is 
also a very ardent Wheat King fan. 

SHARON MARIE was born in Deloraine on 
May 11, 1964. She graduated in June 1982. While 
attending school she took guitar lessons from Ken 
Storie as did a number of other students. Eventually a 
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rock band was formed and they played for many 
dances in the few short years they were together. 
Sharon was also vocalist with the band. They had the 
pleasure of entertaining on the "Lord Selkirk" on 
two occasions. "Legacy" played their last engage
ment at the end of August of this year as two members 
moved away and two graduated. Sharon is now em
ployed at Wooleo in Brandon. 

All four girls share a love for music and sports. 
After Lome's death my two youngest daughters 

and I moved to Melita (March of 1974). In September 
I sold our farm and bought a home where I now 
reside. I have been employed at the Dreamland Motel 
for the past eight years. 

Busby, William John 
I was born in Reston. My parents Wesley and 

Margaret Busby were of that district. After complet
ing my education at Reston Elementary and Colle
giate schools I joined the Canadian Army, serving in 
Canada, Britain and Europe for a period of five years 
during World War II. While in England I married 
EDNA HODKINSON, daughter of Joseph and 
Lillian Hodkinson. We were married at the local 
parish church, St. Mary's, Cheadle, Cheshire. 

Returning from overseas in October 1945, I re
sumed work with the Department of Highways where 
I had been employed before enlisting. This I con
tinued to do until my retirement in 1982. During my 
service with Highways, Edna and I lived briefly at 
Virden, 17 years at Hartney and 13 here at Melita. 

Our children were born at Reston and received all 
their education at Hartney before entering university. 
JACQUELINE is a teacher at Selkirk Composite 
High School, Selkirk, and resides in Winnipeg. 
KERRY (Mrs. Paul Rempel) resides in Calgary and 
is active in the interior design field. VERNON 
JOHN married Bella Totino July 1, 1977. They have 
two children Jonathon Wesley and Kathleen Scar
lett (twins) born May 3, 1982. Vernon has an adver
tising and design business in Edmonton, Alberta. 
Edna has been employed at the Melita School Li
brary for the past 11 years. 

In their growing years, our children had occa
sional visits from their English grandparents, who in 
tum delighted in them and the beauty of western 
Canada. As young adults they have visited England 
and Europe much to their pleasure, witnessing the 
beauty of the old world. 

We are members of Christ Church, Melita. I am a 
member of Melita Legion #127, and for a few years 
served on the Southwest Regional Library Board. 
For a few years we curled with the Melita Club and 
now enjoy the local hockey games and in summer the 
baseball. This southwest town has much to offer all 



age groups in sports, entertainment and social clubs 
which makes it a pleasant area of Manitoba. 

Byers, Dr. Herbert P. 
by Dr. N. B. Rawson 

DR. HERBERI' P. BYERS, of Brandon, Man
itoba, died on November 24, 1933. The passing of 
Herbert Byers severs a tie with the early pioneering 
days of southwestern Manitoba. Born near Sheffield, 
England, on September 17, 1860, he received his 
school education at King's Lynn and Manchester, 
and then commenced at Leeds his long association 
with medical practice. There, as was the custom in 
those days, he was apprenticed to a general medical 
practitioner and also attended the hospital service, 
already famous for the early work of Clifford All
butt. In 1882 he came to Manitoba, and for some 
years was active in the survey of western Canada. 
Resuming his medical studies, he graduated at the 
Manitoba Medical School with Gordon Bell in the 
class of 1890. He then went out to the new settlement 
of Melita, at that time a small collection of tents on 
the hill to the west of the present town. Here, save for 
six years at Selkirk, from 1895-1902, was the scene 
of his life's work. For many years he was a keen 
cricketer, excelling in his ability behind the stumps; 
indeed to him may truly be given the highest praise 
desired by an Englishman, that of having played 
cricket all the days of his life. Though after his return 
to Melita he took little part in the affairs of the 
province outside his own area this was due to his 
devotion to his task, to bring his very best to the case, 
comfort and health of his people and to keep himself 
abreast of modern advances. True to his type, he 
seldom use the knife, but left the surgical treatment 
of his patients to those of his colleagues who were 
more recently trained and more accustomed to the 
art, but generations bless him for his skill in diag
nosis, his wise choice of treatment, and of his ever
gentle and diligent care. No journey was too difficult 
for him, and pecuniary reward was his last thought. 
In his association with those who succeeded each 
other in sharing with him the medical service in 
Melita and southwestern Manitoba he was, in all but 
name, the very pattern of an elder partner. During the 
past few years, the increasing difficulties of practice 
in that sore-stricken area weighed heavily upon him, 
and it was distressing to note the loss of elasticity in 
his step, which till after his 70th birthday was so 
marked a characteristic. It still was with difficulty 
that he was finally persuaded to drop his activities 
and to retire to a residence in Brandon. For many 
years he held the appointments of Health Officer to 
Melita and the Municipality of Arthur, of Coroner, 
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and of Medical Officer to the Canadian Pacific Rail
way. 

In his family life he was most happy. In 1886 he 
married MISS ANN E. PRUDEN, of Selkirk, and by 
this union had three children, of whom CON
STANCE and FRED survive him. His first wife died 
in 1916. In 1918, he married MISS EDNA IRVIN, of 
Morden, by whom he is survived, and also by their 
three children, HAROLD, BETTY, and PEGGY. 
He was ever a faithful member of the Church of 
England, and was affiliated with the Sons of En
gland. The service at Brandon on November 27th, 
was conducted by his old friend, Bishop Thomas, 
and his remains were taken to Melita and laid beside 
those of his first wife and their child. 

At Brandon, the Manitoba Medical Association 
was represented by Dr. T. A. Pincock; The Brandon 
Medical Society by Dr. H. S. Sharpe, and Dr. N. R. 
Rawson; the Sons of England by Bro. A. Veale, 
Grand President of Manitoba, and Bro. G. N. V. 
Davis, President of the Brandon Lodge. At Melita, 
the funeral arrangements were made by the local 
Lodge of Sons of England, of which the Doctor had 
been a member for many years. It seemed as if the 
whole district turned out to pay a last tribute of love 
and appreciation. 

(The above appeared as an obituary in the paper 
after Dr. Byers' death). 

Fred and Constance Byers died in the 1950's. 
Mrs. Edna Byers died in 1970. FIt. Lieut. Harold 
Byers was killed in action in 1945 and is buried in 
Holland. Betty (Byers) Bird now resides in Thunder 
Bay, Ontario. Peggy (Byers) Schmid lives in Lang
ley, British Columbia. 

Calcott, John 
by Ted Calcott 

After completing his apprenticeship as a mechan
ic he moved to Manitoba and settled in the Tilston 
area in 1909. There he owned a store and built a 
home. He worked at his trade during the harvest 
seasons. In 1911 he married MABEL LINDSAY. 
They made their home in Tilston. It was there that 
they had three children. 

He sold his home and business there in 1920 and 
moved to Melita. He worked for Mr. Edward, owner 
of Edward's Machine Shop until late 1924. The fam
ily moved back to Ontario, first living in London and 
later moving to Guelph where both my mother and 
father are buried. 

John Calcott was born in St. Thomas in 1882 and 
died at Guelph in 1967. Mabel Calcott was born at St. 
Thomas in 1883 and died in Guelph in 1948. 

Their family consisted of: LINDSAY "TED", 
born at Tilston in 1916. He had no family: MAR-



CalcoHs. Back: Mabel. Centre: John Sr., John, Marion, Ted, 
Eleanor in front. 

ION, born at Tilston in 1918 had three children, 
David, Nancy and Stewart; ELEANOR, born at 
Tilston in 1920 had four children, Robert, John, 
Donald and James; JOHN, born at Melita in 1922 
had four children, Rhian, John, Rhonda and 
Gregg. 

Several things I remember while living in Melita 
are: 1) Our brother John was born there; 2) It was in 
Melita where I first started to school. I still have my 
first reader; 3) I remember the night that the Union 
Bank of Canada was robbed. There was a shot fired 
that went through a store window across the street. 

At present my wife and I plan to come west in 
1984 and be a part of your centennial celebrations. 

Cameron, Albert Edward 
A. E. CAMERON was born in Ivernesshire, 

Scotland and came to Ontario with his parents. He 
came to Manitoba in 1889 and worked for the imple
ment firm of Frost and Wood. In 1891 he was appoint
ed general agent for the same firm. He retired in 1892 
to form a partnership with James Duncan, who was 
the local agent for Frost and Wood at Melita (Cam
eron and Duncan established 26 agencies and ware
houses from Deloraine to Yellow Grass, Saskatche
wan). 

Albert married ADA BROCKENSHIRE January 
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Albert E. and Ada (Brakenshire) Cameron. 

1, 1903. She came to Canada from Cornwall, En
gland. She was born September 19, 1880 at Redruth, 
Cornwall. 

About 1908 when the company of Cameron and 
Duncan dissolved, Mr. Cameron purchased a fruit 
farm about five miles out of Victoria, British Colum
bia and moved the family to a warmer climate. 

There were five children born of this union: AL
BERT EDWARD, married Josephine B. Stewart in 
March, 1928; DALLAS ESTHER, is Mrs. Cecil 
Jones of Victoria, British Columbia; DONALD 
DUNCAN (see separate history); MURRAY 
MITCHELL (see separate history); and DOUG
LAS PERCY, (see separate history). 

Cameron, Donald Duncan 
I, DONALD DUNCAN CAMERON, was born 

in Melita in 1906, and had an older brother Albert 
and a sister Dallas. 

My father, Albert Edward Cameron, and mother, 
Ada, had lived for some time in Melita. My Dad was 
a partner in a machine business called "Cameron & 
Duncan". I remember him telling me of making 
several trips to the factory and buying carloads of 



Murray, Don, Bertha, Sharon, Beverly, Greig Cameron (1975). 

machinery to distribute to the different agencies, but 
Melita was their main office. 

I was a year old when Dad and Mother decided to 
leave the prairies, and move to the Pacific coast. They 
bought a ten acre fruit farm at Gordon Head, that was 
approximately five miles out of Victoria, British 
Columbia. We lived there for several years and two 
more children were born, Murray and Douglas. We 
attended public school at Gordon Head. 

A few years later, we sold our fruit farm and 
moved to Victoria. I attended the Victoria High 
School and those years still leave me with many 
happy memories of my family and friends. 

I enjoyed many sports, tennis, rugby and base
ball, and was fortunate enough to pitch for our base
ball team called "Sons of Canada" , and having won 
the Senior League on Vancouver Island, I was able to 
pitch a couple of games against Vancouver. 

My oldest brother, Albert, was going to Univer
sity in the States, (Pittsburgh), and my other brother, 
Murray, was attending university in Chicago, Illi
nois. I finished high school, took a business course 
and got a job in Victoria. 

My Dad had been getting bad reports from the 
prairies, so he decided to spend his time in Manitoba, 
and get his farms on a paying basis. 

I used to come home from work and very often 
my Mother would say that" I should go to the prairies 
and give Dad a helping hand." In the spring of 1926 I 
boarded the train from Vancouver. Dad met me at 
Melita and we drove out to the farm at Cameron 
Siding. 

I'm pleased to remember that Dad and I got along 
quite well, and one thing he insisted on was that I 
continue to play baseball, no matter how busy we 
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might be. I met some wonderful boys at Coulter, 
Coultervale and Lyleton, and also pitched for Antler, 
North Dakota one summer, one game a week was 
the deal there. What fun we had at the sports days in 
the different towns in this area. 

We had some good crops, but then came the 
thirties and I could see that my Dad was really wor
ried. We had grain from several farms that became 
worth nothing, as it would hardly pay the freight to 
ship it. 

Then came the worst catastrophe my Dad was 
gored by a bull (he took great pride in his large herd 
of hereford cattle). Although he lived a few months, 
his lungs had been badly crushed, and he caught 
pneumonia and passed away in April of 1932. 

My Mother was living in Manitoba then and I 
lived with my brother and his wife, Josephine, at 
Cameron Siding. 

The year of 1935 was the first year since 1929 that 
we finally got good rains. 

I was walking across the yard one evening in 1935 
and a car drove into the yard and one of the gentlemen 
in it asked me if I would like to take a job operating 
the Lake of the Woods Elevator at Cameron Siding, 
offering me $50 a month. Didn't I jump for that job 
as the elevator hadn't been open for several years and 
$50 a month looked like a fortune! 

I ran the elevator from 1935-45, but at the same 
time, continued to farm and also handled the selling 
of farm machinery. 

In 1939 I married BERTHA WREN, the daugh
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Wren from Cameron Siding. We 
lived at Cameron Siding. Our two daughters, Sharon 
and Beverley were born there. 

The year of 1945, Cockshutt Plow Company of
fered me a big consignment of machinery if I would 
move to Melita and go into the machinery business 
there. I went into partnership with Ted Wilson of 
Melita and we built what is now Melita Motors. 

Ted and I operated it under the name of Cameron 
and Wilson from 1945-50. Ted Wilson took it over on 
his own and operated it for a few years before selling 
to Nield Brothers of Virden. 

In 1951 I bought Robert Love's Insurance busi
ness which is now operated by my son, Murray as C 
& C Agencies Melita Ltd. 

My life in Melita has been interesting, besides 
having a lovely wife and four children, I was able to 
serve on the Melita Council for a number of years and 
during that time we were able with everyone's help to 
put in the waterworks which I believe has helped 
make Melita a better place to live. I also was a 
member of many clubs and organizations. 

In closing, I would like to state that in all the 
years and different businesses I have been in, I have 



found the people in this area very wonderful, friendly 
and kind. 

Sharon, our eldest daughter, received her educa
tion in Melita, then took a business course in Bran
don. Later she became an air stewardess. She 
married John Maher from Toronto and they are now 
living in Nanaimo, British Columbia. They have a 
family of four: Desiree, Tracy, Cameron and J en
nijer. 

Beverley, after finishing high school, attended 
teacher's college in Winnipeg. She taught school in 
Winnipeg for several years. She married Jim LeFran
cois of Winnipeg. They are now living in Toronto. 
They have a family of four: Jay, Chris, Jimmy and 
Kara. 

Murray attended the University of Manitoba, 
receiving his degree in Agriculture (Soils) later on 
taking over the C & C Agencies Melita Ltd. insur
ance agency. He married Donna Downey of Coulter 
in 1975. They have four daughters: Tara Dawn, born 
June 9, 1977; Dana Kathleen, born October 5,1979; 
April Jean, born April 18, 1981 and Marla Eileen, 
born June 30, 1982. 

Greg, the youngest, attended university in Grand 
Forks, North Dakota and the University of Manitoba, 
taking Commerce. At present he is working in Cal
gary, Alberta. 

Cameron, Murray 
MURRAY CAMERON returned to the Coulter 

district from Chicago (where he had been attending 
university) on the death of his father, A. E. Cameron, 
in 1932. Murray farmed what is known as the Shantz 
farm at 33-1-27 from 1932-40. 

Murray and IRENE ROBERTSON were mar
ried at the James Duncan home in Melita with Rev. 
M. P. Floyd officiating, in 1936. Irene Robertson, 
born in Toronto, moved to Melita to live with her 
grandparents, John and Isabella Milne, along with 
her brother, Art, and sisters, Isobel and Doris. They 
lived two miles east of Melita. The girls all attended 
Melita school. Irene then went on to normal school 
and taught at Piney, Whitemouth Lake and Cameron 
before marrying Murray. 

(Isobel married Lloyd Adams and lived at Beulah 
before moving to Victoria. She has one son David, 
living in Victoria. Doris trained as a nurse and lives 
in Winnipeg. She was widowed twice and has three 
children, sons Don and Ken and daughter Doreen. 
Doris has four grandchildren.) 

Murray and Irene moved to British Columbia in 
the fall of 1940 and now live at Sidney, B.C. They 
have one son, Robert, a high school teacher in Vic
toria. Bob and his wife Ivy have three children. 
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Cameron, Douglas Percy 
I, DOUGLAS PERCY CAMERON, was born 

the fifth child to Albert Edward and Ada Cameron 
(nee Brokenshire) at Fernwood Road, Victoria, Brit
ish Columbia, on May 26, 1918 with Dr. Holmes 
attending physician. 

My earliest recollection of childhood was when 
living in a house on the summit at 1219 Pandora 
Avenue, which had previously been occupied by a 
pair of German spies during World War 1. They had 
with the aid of binoculars a good view of the inner 
and outer harbors from the third floor, and con
sequently advised the German High Command, via a 
short wave wireless set (hidden in cellar staircase) of 
port activities. This, of course, to a young boy was 
just the most exciting stimulus to enhance the play
ground games of preschool. 

I attended an all boys' school and well remember 
the English schoolmasters that maintained the strict
est discipline with the aid of a cane, which was 
applied to the inner wrist with little provocation. 

As my brothers and sister had all graduated from 
the high schools in Victoria and the fact my father 
was having difficulty securing farm help, it was de
cided that Mother and I would go to Manitoba. The 
first of many trips was in 1928 to Estevan where my 
Uncle William (Billy) Brokenshire would with his 
new Chevrolet drive us to Cameron Siding for a few 
months' visit. Permanent residence the following 
year was on 33-1-27 known as the Shantz Farm, two 
miles east of Cameron Siding. Our former Shantz 
farm tenant, Mr. Ming Charles and family, moved 
two miles southeast and this gave me the opportunity 
to ride with Roy and Don Charles to Cameron School 
in a buggy pulled by a real Indian pony. School for a 
boy on the prairie was rather a part-time affair, as you 
were expected to help with the seeding in the spring; 
summerfallow in season and the harvest, which often 
ran into late November. Besides the threshing, hay 
and oats had to be stacked or stored for the horses, 
which were the motive power for working the land. 
Most were mixed farms and the cattle, hogs, chick
ens and turkeys added to the daily routine. One rather 
novel innovation that interested me in these rather dry 
depressing years of poor crops was the training of our 
Collie dog (Rover) to herd our flock of over 100 
turkeys out to the stubble fields to feed on the fallen 
durum wheat heads. The dressed turkeys were of 
superb quality. 

After attending South Antler (Cameron) School 
to Grade VIII, I went to Coultervale High School to 
Grade XI in 1935. 

During these very dry years of early thirties, 
where the topsoil was eroded by high winds to the 
subsoil clay, many former fields were searched for 



Indian relics. I had the good fortune to find an Indian 
spearhead belonging to what was known as the Tran
sition Period. This I sold to the Royal Ontario Mu
seum of Archaeology for $100, which I put to good 
use in paying my fare from North Brandon to Prince 
Rupert, then north via steamer to Hyder, Alaska 
where I was employed with Silbac Premier Gold 
Mines. On returning to the prairie I started farming in 
the spring of 1939 on 7-3-25 in the Municipality of 
Brenda. I had my good friends Francis (Sonny) Lang 
and Jack Bennett to help me with cultivation and 
seeding of my first crop. A John Deere D on steel 
wasn't adequate power for the heavier Waskada soils 
and I purchased a Cockshutt (Oliver) 80 gas tractor 
on rubber. I believe this was the first rubber tired 
tractor north of Waskada, in Brenda. 

War was declared in the fall of 1939 and this 
changed the lives and fortunes of many my age. I was 
enrolled in the Royal Winnipeg Rifles, Second Bat
talion, Regimental No. H520,658 in 1940 and mus
tered out to return to agriculture the following year. 
Having sold all my stock on enlisting I grain farmed 
only at the Waskada and Coulter farms on the land 
rented from my family. 

ANNE BROKENSHIRE of Estevan, Saskatch
ewan and I were married in Winnipeg at Old St. 
Andrews' United Church, with Rev. H. B. Duck
worth officiating. Firmin Lepoudre and Mary L. 
Lepoudre, who were friends and neighbours, were 
witnesses at the ceremony on June 28, 1941. 

We continued grain farming at Waskada, with our 
winters during the war years being spent at Hamilton, 
Ontario. Anne was employed by the firm of Chad
wick and Carrolls, as a spray painter and finisher of 
war materials. I was employed as a high pressure 
steam fitter in an experimental Wellman-Galushua 
nylon production plant. Our winters at Hamilton 
were interesting as we had an opportunity to visit a 
portion of Bruce County where my Father spent his 
childhood and the Niagara Falls where the giant 
power installations were at that time protected by 
numerous anti-aircraft (Boffarrs) guns. The city of 
Hamilton had many total blackouts of business and 
residential districts, with severe penalties for non
compliance to these wartime measures. 

Our first child, Dallas Ann, was born April 12, 
1945 (the day President Roosevelt died) at Mrs. Cora 
Medora (Cann) Forsyth's Nursing Home in Melita. 
Dr. Wilson was the attending physician. 

We had not had a holiday during the past five 
winters, so in the fall of 1945 we left by car for 
Victoria, British Columbia where we spent the bal
ance of the year. We planned and took Highway 101 to 
Mexico, then returned to Coronado, California 
(across the bay from San Diego) where we spent the 
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first four months of 1946. I particularly enjoyed 
many visits to the Empress and Empire Valleys of this 
area and was very fortunate to meet Professor 
Pavlachenko of the University of Saskatchewan who 
had been there several winters conducting experi
ments with dichlorophenoxacetic acid (2-4-0). This 
weed control chemical wasn't licensed in Canada at 
this time. 

On our return to Waskada farm in 1946 my neigh
bour Remi Mosset and I bought one of the first large 
field sprayers in this district. 

The application required five gallons of Sinox 
(French patent chemical) mixed with water and ap
plied at 60 gallons per acre; needless to say to cover 
several hundred acres kept you busy. Two years later 
2-4-0 was licensed and had almost immediate accep
tance as a most effective weed control chemical, with 
only four to ten gallons of water per acre. 

Labor on the farms was at a real premium during 
these wartime years, as mentioned. I was involved in 
over 30 days actual threshing during these years 
which ran us into snow in November some years. I 
well remember getting special permission from the 
R.C.M.P. at Melita to thresh on Sunday on the Jim 
Jones' farm (adjacent to Napinka). His three sons 
were very valued members of the threshing crew. 

In 1949 with the birth of our first son Brian 
Mitchel on June 18, at Mrs. Tamblyn's Nursing 
Home, Melita, and our daughter approaching kinder
garten age, I purchased "The Terrace" from Mrs. 
Mary Belfry and moved the family to Melita for 
schooling. I continued farming from 640-1440 acres 
of land rented from the family. Anne divided her time 
during the busy seasons between town and farms. 

I had the winter months to examine the sources of 
a career within the limits of a high school education. I 
had the opportunity to write the Civil Service Exam
inations for Federal Immigration Officer at Brandon 
College, then progressed to Emerson, Manitoba for 
classroom instruction, fingerprinting and on-the-job 
training. Besides the 24 hour highway port duty, I 
was one of the officers delegated to check the trains 
coming into Canada. I was employed at local ports 
until this Immigration Service was discontinued at 
the smaller ports of entry. 

Only those born on Vancouver Island are eligible 
to join the LB.E. W. As I qualified for membership in 
the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
Local No. 230, Victoria, British Columbia, and 
worked in the industry, the winter months were spent 
on the Island. 

The winters Anne and I spent in Melita we were 
either delegated or volunteered our services in sup
port of church or service clubs. 

We were certified members of the United Church 



of Canada on April 14 , 1957 with Rev. Ian MacMillan 
officiating. I was a leader of Sigma C & Tyro Pro
gram of youth program; Kinsmen Club members and 
I volunteered to manage the skating rink and started 
Melita Figure Skating Club; I was President and 
Manager of Melita Arthur Development Corpora
tion; President of Melita Chamber of Commerce in 
1965; Federal Census Commissioner (Brandon
Souris 1961); Trustee of Melita Consolidated School 
Board; first Chairman of Antler River School Divi
sion No. 43 in 1959; Director and Director-at-Iarge of 
Manitoba Chamber of Commerce; Chairman of Ag
ricultural Committee of Manitoba Chamber of Com
merce; appointed by Manitoba Chamber of Com
merce Executive as representative to International 
Peace Garden Corporation, five year term from 
1965-70; Railway Rationalization from 1964-69; 
Western Canada Reclamation Association from 
1964-67; appointed by Canadian Chamber of Com
merce to Prairie Regional Board; appointed by the 
Manitoba Provincial Government as a member of 
Energy and Resource Development Board under 
Chairman Don Stevens, Executive Chief of Man
itoba Hydro, 1961-63. Awards I have received in
clude: Manitoba Chamber of Commerce Presidential 
Award (Steve Hegion 1966); Executive Award 
(Stanley Jones Award) 1966 of Manitoba Chamber of 
Commerce; Certificate of Appreciation as Member 
of(C.o.M.E.F.) Committee on Manitoba's Econom
ic Future, 1961-63. 

During the late 60's and to the present I've been 
an agent for a manufactured home firm, and have 
been fortunate to write sales orders and effect deliv
eries over the province including a home delivered to 
Churchill. 

An update on my family finds our older son Brian 
Mitchel married to Elizabeth Nostedt of Treherne, 
Manitoba on August 14,1976 atSt. Andrew's United 
Church, River Heights, Winnipeg. Brian, for the 
past 12 years since leaving Melita, has been with 
Famous Players Theatres. He had been for the past 
two years Director of Manitoba-Saskatchewan The
atre Operations. 

Our daughter Dallas Anne was married on Au
gust 21, 1965 to Bryan Dale Randall of Crystal City, 
at Victoria United Church, Melita with Rev. Lowe 
officiating. They are presently residing in Saskatoon 
with four children and Bryan is Director of Building 
Material Supplies for Co-op of Canada. 

My wife, Anne, for the past few years, has been 
on support staff of Wilson Memorial Hospital, 
Melita. 

The third member of our family, John Scott 
Douglas, was born at Brandon General Hospital, 

457 

May 27, 1964. He is currently in Grade XII and will 
attend a university this fall (1982). 

Carels, Charles 
I was born July 24, 1910 in the Turtle Mountains 

in Deloraine, Manitoba. I am the oldest son of Ray
mond Carels and Alivia Allemeersch who emigrated 
from Belgium in the early 1900's. They were married 
in Deloraine in 1909. Mother passed away in 1953 
and Father passed away in 1954. 

Carels family. Back: Terry, Kenneth, Michelle, Curtis 
Leganchuk. Middle: Stephen, Louise, Julia, Charlie, Ellen, 
Carleen, Betty, Dayna. Front: Carmen and Krista. 

I grew up in the Turtle Mountains on 32-1-22 
which was the Stovin homestead before my father 
bought it in 1909. I lived in a log house for 11 years 
and obtained all my education in Bayview School 
which was two and one-half miles from home. We 
had our school holidays in January and February and 
in the summer had to help on the farm. My school 
days were few and far between. In latter years during 
the dirty thirties I worked for $5 a month as a hired 
man. When I was 13 years old I hauled sheaves to the 
threshing machine and in the winter hauled a great 
amount of fire wood to Deloraine (this was 12 miles 
from home) and sold it for $2 to $3 a load. This was 
all done with mules which I drove for 11 years. I also 
worked in the Nestibo Coal Mine in Goodlands and 
then ventured into northern Saskatchewan where I 
worked in a lumber camp. I also trapped near the 
Hudson Bay area in 1935. I returned to Deloraine and 
in 1936 I started a business in Melita (see business 
history). 

On June 10, 1937 I married JULIA VANDAELE 
(see Vandaele history), who was born in Torhout, 
Belgium on June 30,1921 and immigrated to Melita 
with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Gus Vandaele in May 
of 1927. Mr. and Mrs. CHARLES CARELS raised a 
family of three - two sons and one daughter, KEN-



NETH (see separate history), BETTE and TERRY 
(see separate history). 

Activities of Charles Carels: active in all sports; 
fire chief for many years; square dance president; 
active in Chamber of Commerce and Game and Fish 
and Parade Marshall for many parades. 

Activities of Julia Carels: president of Melita 
home and school; president of Sacred Heart ladies' 
auxiliary; leader for 4-H cooking. 

Bette was born in Melita on October 15,1946 and 
obtained her education in Melita, also attending S1. 
Michaels Academy in Brandon. Bette's early inter
ests were 4-H cooking and sewing and also figure 
skating. Later she took a stenography course at the 
Manitoba Vocational Centre in Brandon and gradu
ated May 17, 1965. She worked as secretary to the 
Assistant Administrator at the Assiniboine Hospital 
in Brandon for two years then worked as Secretary to 
the Personnel Director Salvation Army Grace Gener
al Hospital, Winnipeg from 1967 to 1978. On August 
3, 1968 Bette married Curtis Leganchuk of 
Pipestone, Manitoba. They made their home in Win
nipeg where Curtis is employed with Simon-Day 
Limited as a foreman. They have two daughters: 
Krista and Dayna. 
CARELS, KENNETH 

KEN was born in Melita on January 19, 1938 and 
obtained his education in Melita. He was employed 
by the Royal Bank of Canada, working in Brandon 
and Crystal City branches before returning to Melita 
in 1958 to manage the Red and White Store for his 
father. He took ownership of the Red and White in 
1973. 

On August 4, 1958 Ken married ELLEN MAR· 
GARET COOPER of Minnedosa, who worked at 
the Royal Bank, Melita for six years after their mar
riage. They have two children: Michelle Marie, born 
February 25, 1964 and Carleen Ann, born March 
27, 1966. Michelle is now a student in the registered 
nursing program at S1. Boniface Hospital. Carleen is 
attending Melita Collegiate. 

After their marriage Ken and Ellen were active 
members of the Melita Golf and Curling Clubs. Ken 
also enjoyed coaching minor hockey and was presi
dent of the Melita Bisons. He has worked for the 
community as a member of the Kinsmen Club and is 
a charter member of the Melita and Area Lions Club. 
Ken has been a member of the Town Council since 
1971 and became Mayor in 1980. He has also served 
as Executive Director of the Manitoba Association of 
Urban Municipalities and of the Union of Manitoba 
Municipalities. 

Ken and Ellen are members of Melita Sacred 
Heart Church and have held positions on different 
church committees. 
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CARELS, TERRY EDGAR 
TERRY EDGAR, son of Charles and Julia 

Carels, was born in Deloraine on February 16,1952. 
He grew up in Melita, received his entire education 
there and graduated from high school in 1972. He 
worked for his father and mother at a young age at the 
Red and White store and continued there when his 
brother Ken took ownership. 

Terry's hobbies include curling, golfing, baseball 
and he takes a keen interest in officiating S. W.H.L. 
hockey. 

On August 11, 1973, in the Melita Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church, Terry married LOUISE 
WRIGHT. Louise was born July 6, 1954 in Brandon 
and received her education in Waskada and finished 
in 1972. She is the second child of Garfield and 
Phyllis Wright of Waskada. 

Terry and Louise worked with Ken and Ellen at 
the Red and White store until November 1976 when 
they purchased Cornish Lucky Dollar grocery store 
from Bill and Eileen Leverington. 

On Tuesday, May 25, 1976, their first child, a 
daughter, was born in Melita at Wilson Memorial 
Hospital. Her name is Carmen Maria. 

Also born at Wilson Memorial was the second 
child, a son, Stephen William Charles. Stephen 
was born on Sunday, July 29, 1979. He was the first 
grandson for Charlie and Julia and Garfield and 
Phyllis. 

Carmen started school in September of 1981. 

Carlton, William Henry 
by Kathl~en Genever and Norah Hamill 

HARRY CARLTON, at the age of 22, left his 

Mr. and Mrs. William H. Carlton, granddaughter Joyce (1956) 
at 50th Anniversary. 



William H. Carlton family. L.-R.: Norah, Roger, Kathleen, 
David. 

home in Huddersfield, Yorkshire, England to come 
to Canada. It was the time when young men had the 
urge to immigrate to a new land to seek their for
tunes. 

Harry left England in March of 1900 and got as 
far as Winnipeg, where the employment offices were 
located. He wanted to get a job to work on a farm and 
while there he found out that a man by the name of 
John S. Thompson, who lived a few miles west of 
Waskada, needed a man to help with his farm work. 
Harry then got a train ticket to go as far as Deloraine; 
that was all the money he had, except for 10¢. When 
he got to Deloraine he bought a packet of biscuits and 
started out to walk the 22 miles to Waskada where he 
was met by Mr. Thompson. 

They drove out to the farm, arriving an hour or so 
before dinner time and he was taken out to the wood 
pile to chop wood. Of course by now he was fam
ished, his slim breakfast of biscuits long gone, so 
imagine his delight and relief when Mrs. Thompson 
came out with a big piece of pie and a jug of milk. 
Nothing in his life ever tasted quite so good as that 
feast. 

He worked on the farm that summer then spent 
the winter cutting logs in the bush in Alberta. In the 
spring of 1901 he rented a farm and worked for a 
neighbour so as to use the machinery to put his own 
crop in. In the spring of 1902 he bought the land he 
was renting and some equipment to start to farm. In 
the fall he wrote home to see if his brother would like 
to come to Canada, but at that time it was not conven
ient for him to come, so Harry's father (William 
Carlton) came instead. 

When the father came the two men went to Sas
katchewan and applied for homesteads north of Es
tevan. They went to the homesteads in the fall of 
1903. During the summers they worked on the home
steads and Harry drove a team and wagon back to the 
farm at Waskada to put in the crop there. It used to 
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take three days to make the trip over roads that were 
just trails, and crossing the creek between Alameda 
and Oxbow was not easy, the horses had to swim. He 
slept in the wagon box and took his food with him. 

In the fall of 1905 Harry went back to England 
and on February 22, 1906 married his fiancee 
CLARA BROOK. They arrived back on the home
stead the latter part of March. By the end of April, 
they went back to the farm at Waskada, driving the 
125 miles, which was quite a shock to Mother just 
new from the city in England. 

On April 21, 1907 a daughter KATHLEEN was 
born in the hospital in Estevan. Mother was in Es
tevan almost four weeks. That was the winter of so 
much snow the machinery was still under snow to
wards the end of May. 

In 1908 Mother and Dad went back to the 
Waskada farm for the summer, along with Kathleen, 
who was one year old. On September 16, 1909 an
other daughter NORAH, was born in Mr. and Mrs. 
Sid Rae's sod shack. Mrs. Rae was the midwife. She 
assisted with several births during those years. 

In May 1911 Mrs. Carlton and girls went back to 
England and Harry followed in the fall after the crop 
was taken off. He came back in the spring of 1912, 
spent the summer on the farm at Waskada, then in the 
fall he rented the land to Jim Perry before going back 
to England to stay there for the next nine years. 
During that time three sons were born: DAVID on 
September 22, 1913; ROGER on February 18, 1916; 
and EDWARD on April 23, 1918. Harry worked in 
the Post Office in Huddersfield up to the time when 
the first world war broke out when he was con
scripted to work in a munition factory which was 
very essential during war time. He was a foreman for 
most of the time he was there. When the war was over 
he tried to get passage back to Canada but had to wait 
till March 1921 till it was sure that the German U 
boats were cleared from the Atlantic Ocean. 

In March 1921 the Carlton family packed up a few 
necessary belongings, sold their home, furniture, 
etc., and set sail for Canada again, ard ving at 
Waskada the latter part of March. Dad had said we 
would go to the farm for 18 months, then sell the farm 
and go back to England, but we stayed. The next two 
or three years were very difficult for us, trying to get 
established. 

We had a lot of sickness and soon after arriving at 
the farm, Dad was stricken with a bad spell of rheu
matism which kept him in bed for several weeks. Mr. 
Gus Newman put our crop in that spring. Two years 
later during harvest time four of the children had a 
very bad illness; the doctor was unable to say what it 
was, but we lost the youngest boy, Edward. In the fall 
of 1921 Norah and David started to school (Verona) 



which was on our farm just across the field. Kathleen 
helped at home raising chickens, turkeys and garden 
work. She liked the outdoor life. She had taken her 
education in England. 

We lived in the Verona School District for seven 
years, and we enjoyed some very good times at the 
school; socials, dances, concerts at Christmas time, 
also the church services on Sunday afternoons. After 
Norah had finished Grade VIII at Verona School she 
went to Waskada to take the high school grades. She 
got her certificate to teach then later became a psychi
atric nurse. 

About 1928 Dad wanted to purchase more land 
for the boys, so we moved to Saskatchewan near 
where he had homesteaded years before. When 
David got married Mother and Dad moved to 
Weyburn, Saskatchewan to retire. They enjoyed 
those years and were able to do some travelling. They 
went back to England in 1949 and had a trip to Japan, 
etc., later. They celebrated their Golden Wedding on 
February 22, 1956. William Henry Carlton passed 
away in October 1956 and Clara passed away in April 
of1963. 

Kathleen is married and now living in Weyburn 
and has two daughters Marjorie and Colleen, both 
married and living in Regina. 

Nora is married and living in Weyburn, has two 
sons, David and Roger, both married. 

David is married and they have a son John and a 
daughter Joan. David and Sylvia live at Enderby, 
British Columbia. 

Roger is married and he and his wife live in 
Regina. They have two daughters Joyce and Vivian 
who also live in Regina. 

Carr, David McLean 
DAVID McLEAN CARR and wife ISABELLA 

CARNEGIE CARR, with their two children, Adam 
Carnegie and Annie Smith, emigrated from 
Arbroath, Scotland, to Toronto, Canada. In the 
spring of 1889 with a good friend Dave Tyndall, they 
came west to homestead in what is known as the 
Eunola District. They settled nine miles north of 
Pierson on a farm. Some of their neighbours at that 
time were: Andrew Anderson, Tom Phair, Alex 
Graham, Billy Ward, Harry Cook, Alf. Fulton, 
George Minshull, Cuthberts, Bob and Sam Dandy 
and Melvins. Most of these early settlers were bach
elors so Mrs. Carr was kept busy: baking bread in a 
wash tub, she also sewed; washed clothes; knit socks 
and mitts for them. When Alex Graham moved away 
three years later, Dave Carr bought one quarter of his 
land and Dave Tyndall the other quarter which was on 
28-3-29. Their first home was a sad shack with a sad 
roof that let in as much rain as it kept out. The men 
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would take their grain to Brandon by oxen returning 
with supplies. The return trip would take from four to 
six days. There were five children born to David and 
Isabella Carr, namely: ADAM, born in 1885, AN
NIE, born in 1888 (see Abner Fenske history); 
GEORGE in 1890, CHARLES in 1894 and 
NELLIE in 1891 (see Abner Pue history). 

Since the family was seven miles from the nearest 
school which was known as Wick's School, Mr. Carr 
moved his family to Melita in 1896 to a small frame 
cottage, so his family could be educated. Mr. Carr 
remained on the farm intending to join his family 
after threshing was completed. He was working with 
the Brodie threshing crew and when he failed to show 
up for work on a Monday morning, Alf Fulton volun
teered to go to Mr. Carr's farm home, where he found 
him very ill with blood poisoning in his face. A 
neighbour drove the 20 miles to Melita to bring Mrs. 
Carr, changing horses at Will Skelton'S, about half
way. Mr. Carr died soon after Mrs. Carr's arrival, on 
October 12, 1893, at the age of 38. He is buried in 
Melita Cemetery. Mrs. Carr worked hard to keep her 
little family together. Four years later she married 
PETER WETTAURER and moved to his farm north 
of Melita where Mrs. Delbert Carr and son Bill now 
reside. 

Carr, Adam Carnegie 
ADAM CARR enlisted in the army in 1915 and 

served overseas with the First Canadian Mounted 
Rifles. He was wounded at Vimy Ridge on April 9, 
1917 and on April 19, 1917 he returned to England 
where he was hospitalized at Halifax, Yorkshire. 
While there he met MARY HENRY, whom he mar
ried on February 18, 1919. They returned to Canada 
on a troop ship and to the farm where his mother and 
stepfather Peter Wettaurer lived. They worked here 
for a number of years before purchasing a farm in the 
West Brenda District in the thirties. 

In 1949 Adam and Mary sold their farm to son 
John (Jock) and moved to Melita, bought a home and 
lived there until Adam's death in 1972. Mary sold the 
home and moved to Weyburn to live with her daugh
ter Nora. Due to ill health she returned to Melita in 
1975 and is now residing in the Personal Care Home. 

Adam and Mary had three children: Kathleen, 
John (see separate history) and Nora. 

Kathleen, born June 25, 1921, married Hugh 
Lindsay on March 1, 1946 while serving overseas in 
the W.A.C.S. in Glasgow, Scotland. Her children are 
Janice, born January 17, 1951 and Heather born 
October 23, 1960. 

Nora, born November 26, 1924, had four chil
dren. Gary Greves, born June 4, 1943, has two 
children, Kent and Ritchie. Robert Claus was born 



July 7, 1952. Brian Claus was born November 8, 
1954 and has a daughter, Nicole, born October 3, 
1978. Donald Claus was born June 12, 1958. Nora is 
now married to Herb Walham. 

Carr, John (Jock) 
Jock, son of Adam and Mary, was born Septem

ber14, 1922. He married Lois Fonger December 29, 
1945. Their six children are: Maureen "Trudy", 
born July 13, 1946, married Marvin (Butch) Dick
son and lives in Melita. Their three children are: 
Michael, born May 4,1968; Marlin, born August 10, 
1974; and Marty, born March 24, 1981. Douglas, 
born September 2,1947, married Margaret Mitchell 
and his two children are: LoriAnn, born December 6, 
1970 and Jason born September 26, 1974. Sheila, 
born October 11, 1949, married Don Williams and 
has three children: Tammy, born March 23, 1969; 
Karen, born November 6, 1972; and Donavon, born 
August 9, 1977. John, born July 14, 1951, married 
Jean Ditchfield Main and has a stepson Murray 
Main, born July 27,1965 and a daughter Courtney, 
born November 24, 1978. Patrick, born August 11, 
1956, married Korena Hobbs and has two children: 
Patrena, born June 18, 1976 and Johnny, born Janu
ary 22,1978. Judy Marie, born March 28,1961, is a 
hairdresser and resides with her parents. 

Carr, George 
GEORGE, second son of David and Isabella 

Carr, was born in 1890. He married NELLIE 
HODGINS on March 4, 1914 at Melita, farmed 
south of Pipestone, retired to Brandon, and passed 
away in September 1963. His children are: 
Geraldine, Dorothy and Glen. 

Geraldine, born April 6, 1915 at Melita, married 
in August 1949 and had two children. Ronald, born 
in 1950 at Alert Bay, British Columbia, married 
Sharon Zlaskcho July 28, 1973 at Biggar, Saskatche
wan. They are living at Abbotsford, British Colum
bia and have children Kevin, Erin and Douglas. 
Rhonda, born March 17, 1952 at Alert Bay, is nurs
ing in Australia. 

Dorothy, born June 29, 1919 married Victor 
Rosenman in June 1941. Their children are: Simon, 
born in 1942 in Brandon; Wayne, born in 1946 in 
Brandon, and Terry, born in 1953, was married to 
Allen Wells in Brandon in 1977. She has a daughter 
Taisha Leanne born in 1979 in Abbotsford, British 
Columbia. 

Glen, born September 3,1934 in Pipestone, mar
ried Myrna Loughland in 1960. Their children are 
Holly, born in 1961 and Scott, born in 1963. 
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Carr, Charles Alexander 
CHARLIE ALEXANDER CARR (born 1894) 

married ANNIE HODGINS, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Nelson Hodgins of Bernice on March 7, 1917. 
They had four daughters and three sons. In the spring 
of 1933 they moved to a farm in Bede where they 
lived until Charlie passed away on July 31, 1955. 
Annie lived on the farm until 1961 when she took up 
residence in Melita. She passed away December 17, 
1976. 

Charles and Annie Carr, Eileen, Alfreda, Bessie, Donelda, 
Delbert, Darl, Larry. 

The children are as follows: Eileen, born in 1918, 
married Bill Kruger in 1942 and resides at Bede. She 
had one daughter Shirley, born in 1942 and has four 
grandchildren Trevor, Terry, Blaine and Wayne. 

Alfreda, born in 1919, married Searle Colson in 
1958 and resides in California. She had three chil
dren: Bret, born in 1959; Scott, born in 1960, and 
Blake, born in 1963. 

Bessie, born in 1922 (deceased 1979) married 
Ivan McCaw in 1950 and had two sons: Bill, born in 
1951; and Scott, born in 1952 and a stepson Bob born 
in 1942. 

Donalda, born in 1925, married Art Drummond 
in 1946 and resides in Lauder. She had two sons: 
Gary, born in 1947 and Wayne born in 1949 and has 
five grandchildren Wendy, Darren, Deanne, Tad and 
Ryan. 

Delbert was born in 1932 (see separate history). 
Dad, born in 1935, married Shirley Jones in 1957 

and resides at Miami, Manitoba. He had four chil
dren: Dwayne, born in 1958; Kim, born in 1960; 
Candy, born in 1967; and Shawn, born in 1971, and 
has two grandchildren, Michael and Jamie. 

Larry was born in 1938 (see separate history). 



Carr, Delbert McKirdy 
written by Jane (Roblin) Carr 

Delbert McKirdy Carr, eldest son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Alexander Carr was born at Bede on 
May 18, 1932. He attended school at Bede rural and 
had a keen interest in cattle and horses as well as all 
sports, participating mainly in baseball, hunting and 
curling. He farmed with his father and brother Larry 
and was a member of the Pipestone Beef Club. On 
November 22, 1952 he married Jane Victoria 
Roblin, youngest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Roblin of Elva. 

Vicki, Bill, Delbert, Jane. 

Jane received her education at Belfry rural and 
Elva School; had a great love for outdoor activity on 
the farm and playground; studied teacher's training at 
Tuxedo Normal School in Winnipeg and taught at 
Bernice rural (four miles east of Bede) for one term, 
living with Mr. and Mrs. Wilbert Shillington. The 
following two years were spent teaching at Empire 
rural (northwest of Carievale, Saskatchewan) and 
living with Mr. and Mrs. Ray Shanks. One year prior 
to her marriage, she was employed with the Man
itoba Telephone System in Melita. 

Deibert and Jane spent nine years of their mar
riage in a cottage on S 19-5-26 and Delbert continued 
farming with his father and brother, Larry. Milking 
cows was still traditional and along with poultry 
raising and garden produce, the table was well sup
plied. During these years their two children were 
born, namely: a daughter, VickiLynn, born at Reston 
Union Hospital on August 26, 1953 and a son 
William Del (Bill), born at Wilson Memorial Hospi
talon December 20, 1956. 

The family was active in all community endeav
ours enjoying to the fullest the many social activities 
of a small friendly community and, more than often, 
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entertainment focused around the simple classroom 
at Bede school, or the curling rink at Broomhill, 
which offered one sheet of ice to many happy partici
pants (young and old). 

In 1961 Delbert bought the home farm and moved 
his family. He and his brother Larry continued farm
ing together and on July 28,1972 Delbert was strick
en and passed away suddenly in his 41st year. 

His wife, Jane, and son, Bill, remained on the 
farm and with the kindness and helping hands of 
relatives, friends and neighbours, decided to carry 
on to the utmost of their ability. Bill completed his 
schooling in 1974 and started farming on his own in 
1975. Due to the disposal of the cattle herd in 1978, 
he seeks employment during the winter months. In 
1975-76, his mother was again employed on a part
time basis with the Manitoba Telephone System in 
Melita. The office closed in August 1976 due to the 
introduction of the Direct Dialing System. In 1977 
Jane became employed at the Melita and Area Per
sonal Care Home. Along with her employment and 
farm duties, she loves and cherishes the close rela
tionship shared with her family. Her leisure activities 
include: bowling, reading, crafts, needlework and 
piano as well as monthly get-togethers with the 
Bede-Bernice Hospital Aid. 

Vicki Lynn took her schooling at Bede rural, and 
Melita School. She participated in softball, skating, 
curling and swimming and enjoyed the busy activity 
of farm life along with her love for animals, es
pecially ponies. She achieved four years of piano 
study and graduated from Melita Collegiate in 1971. 
In September 1971 she attended Red River Com
munity College for nurse's training. On August 6, 
1976 she married Anthony Edward Sarkonak, second 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Alex Sarkonak of Dauphin, 
Manitoba. They live at Grande Prairie, Alberta and 
have one son, Christopher David, born March 11, 
1979. 

William Del (Bill) also took his schooling at 
Bede rural and Melita School. He is keenly interested 
in sports, participating mainly in baseball, hockey, 
curling and tennis. As mentioned, he graduated from 
Melita Collegiate in 1974 and since has enjoyed the 
fellowship of the Beaver Baseball Team, and in par
ticipating with the Scarth team in a fastball league. 

Carr, Larry 
Larry was born in 1938. He married Viola (Vi) 

Reddaway in 1957 (daughter of Cliff and Dot Redda
way). Larry bought land three miles south of Bede 
and they have lived there since that time. 

Larry and Vi have three children: Wesley, born in 
1959 who is now farming the Reddaway farm; Penny, 
born in 1961 who married Keith Oliver and lives in 



the Sourisford District; and Jim who farms with 
Larry. 

Champion, Jonathon 
JONATHON CHAMPION, born March 31, 1847 

at Flexborough, Lincolnshire, England and SARAH 
MOOREY, born October 20, 1847, were married 
February 13, 1872 in the Parish of Newton-on-Ouse. 
They sailed for Canada in the spring of 1885 on the 
ship Polanishan, nicknamed the "Rocking Polly" 
because it was so rough. That was the last crossing 
for this boat. 

With them was their family of five children. One 
daughter THIRZA had died before they left En
gland. Their children were HENRY PERCY aged 
nine years; ROSA FRANCES seven years; 
GEORGE MOOREY five years, EVA ALEDA 
three years and FREDERICK KNEESHAW aged 
nine months. 

They landed at Montreal and travelled west to 
Winnipeg and Brandon, then on to Plum Creek now 
known as Souris. They lived here for one year and in 
the spring of 1886 Mr. Champion filed on a home
stead being SE 16-3-26 in what was later to be known 
as the Chesterfield District. He later took pre-emp
tion on SW 15-3-26. 

Their first home here was made of sods, in which 
they lived until lumber could be hauled to build a 
house. Two more children were born after reaching 
the homestead: LILLIAN BERTHA in 1886 and 
THOMAS EDWIN in 1890. 

In the summer of 1893 an outbreak of diphtheria 
took four of their seven children: Eva aged eleven 
years, died July 5; George aged thirteen on July 7, 
Lillian aged seven on July 9 and Thomas aged three 
on August 6. This left only Percy, Rosa who was born 
January 10, 1878 and married Richard Bradley (see 
separate history), and Frederick who grew up on the 
family farm. 

Jonathan Champion family. L.-R.: Percy, Rose, FreeL Seated: 
Sarah, Jonathan. 
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Mr. Champion continued to farm at this location 
until his death at the farm home October 13, 1913 at 
the age of 66 years. His wife, Sarah, passed away 
May 5, 1927 also at their home on SE 16-3-26 at the 
age of 79 years. Both are buried in the Melita Ceme
tery. 

Champion, Henry Percy 
HENRY PERCY CHAMPION was born on 

April 18, 1876 to Jonathon Champion and Sarah 
(Moorey) Champion at Flexborough in the county of 
Lincoln, England. 

In 1909, Percy married MARGARET KIL· 
KENNY and they had two children, Eva (Jones) and 
William. William was born at Broomhill, Manitoba 
on June 27, 1915. 

Champion, William 
Bill attended school both at Broomhill and 

Melita. After his schooling he helped his father on 
the farm at Broomhill. 

On October 24,1942 Bill married Merle Winch, 
the daughter of Harry and Margaret Winch of Reston. 
Bill and Merle farmed with his father for several 
years. 

Bill was always interested in horses and enjoyed 
many hours riding and tending trap lines. When there 
was a coyote near Bill and his dogs would soon be in 
hot pursuit. These activities proved to be among his 
happiest times. He especially enjoyed the company 
of Bert Jones while hunting and trapping. 

While at Broomhill a son Barry and a daughter 
Rae were born to Merle and Bill. In 1946 Bill and 
Merle left Manitoba for White Rock, British Colum
bia and in 1948 moved again to Edmonton, Alberta. 
The family decided to return home, however, and 
returned to Reston, Manitoba where Bill purchased 
the Bradey Hardware Store. 

Merle took a keen interest in 4-H as leader for 10 
years. She also worked at the hardware store during 
this time. 

After selling his store in 1966 Bill worked for 
Plains Western Propane (Gas) in Brandon. Until his 
retirement, due to ill health in 1977, he worked for 
the Department of Indian Affairs at The Pas and 
Thompson, Manitoba. 

Rae Champion attended Brandon College and 
taught school at Carman, Manitoba until she married 
Burt Freisen in 1964. They now reside at Bryn 
Athen, Pennsylvania where Burt teaches. They have 
six children: Jennifer, Westley, Kim, Anne, Keria and 
Emily. 

Barry Champion graduated from Palmer College 
of Chiropractic (medicine) in Davenport, Iowa in 



1973. He married Wilma Wedekind of Davenport on 
June 16, 1972 and they have two children Christopher 
and Jennifer. 

Mike and Allen Champion were adopted by Bill 
and Merle when in Brandon in 1967. Mike now 
works for Petro Canada while Allen is still attending 
high school. 

Champion, Frederick Kneeshaw 
FREDERICK KNEESHAW CHAMPION, 

son of Jonathan and Sarah Champion, was born June 
27, 1884. 

He spent his early years on the homestead on SE 
16-3-26 working at home. He attended Chesterfield 
School, in later years serving as trustee. 

Frederick Champion family. 
Arthur, Emma. Frederick, Harry (centre). 

In April 1907 he purchased the W 9-3-26 and 
upon the death of his father in 1913 took respon
sibility for the farm along with his mother. She turned 
the home farm over to him in 1926. 

He took great pride in his horses first with 
Clydsdales and later changing to Percherons. He had 
several stallions including one called "Prince" and 
imported another from France by the name of 
•• Joutan" which left some of the outstanding stock in 
the district and area and also took many ribbons at 
different fairs. 

Fred spent a number of years as a thresherman, 
first starting out firing a steam engine for Jim Coates 
of the Browns' District. He later purchased a Garr 
Scott outfit from Tom Gill using it for a number of 
years until he sold it and purchased a new Min
neapolis outfit. He threshed for a number of neigh
bours in and around the district until about 1927. The 
machine then sat idle during the thirties. In 1938 it 
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was restored and used for just that one year. In 1939 
Fred bought a new John Deere tractor and separator. 

On January 1, 1918 Fred married EMMA JANE 
PALMER of Arpington, Kent, England. They had a 
family of two sons, Harry Frederick and Arthur 
John. He continued on the home farm till the fall of 
1920 when an auction sale was held. 

In the year of 1921 Fred rented the Smith farm, 
including machinery and livestock, in the Browns' 
District for one year, leasing the home place to Frank 
Morris for three years till 1923. William Tilbury 
rented for another three years until 1926. 

From about 1922 to 1926 was spent on the school 
section, 29-3-26. Here he found a good friend and 
neighbour in William McCallum. 

In the fall of 1926 or spring of 1927 he moved 
back to the home farm and again in 1928 had another 
auction sale, renting the farm to Leon Vanbeselaere. 
Fred moved back to the school section until 1930 or 
1931 and moved to the home farm again where he 
continued through the dirty thirties. 

In 1934 through the lack of crop or feed for 
livestock the family moved to Beaver, Manitoba in 
June, putting up feed and after threshing, moved 
back home. 

He continued there till December 1944. While 
working in his barn he fell and fractured the back of 
his head. Later he was admitted to Brandon Hospital 
and passed away January 10,1945 and was laid to rest 
in Melita Cemetery. 

His wife Emma had a stroke in March 1973 and in 
April was admitted to Hillcrest Place in Brandon 
where still remains at the time of this writing in April 
1982. 

Champion, Harry Frederick 
Harry Frederick Champion was born Decem

ber 10, 1918, the eldest son of Frederick and Emma 
Champion on SE 16-3-26. When he became of 
school age his folks were living on what they call the 
school section 29-3-26 which was just a few miles 
from Melita. Therefore he started school in Melita 
until his family moved back to the home place where 
he had been born. He then attended Chesterfield 
School. It was there that he finished school. 

Harry worked at home until December 1941 at 
which time he spent a month when he was 21 years 
old training in Brandon with the Canadian Army. 

On January 6, 1942 he joined the R.C.A.F. and 
was stationed in Brandon at No.2 Manning Depot. 
He was then sent to No.8 Repair Depot in Winnipeg 
and from there to Western Air Command in Van
couver, British Columbia. 

In 1943 Harry and Mary (daughter of the late 
Douglas and Ann Robson) returned and were mar-



Harry and Mary (Robson) Champion (1943). 

L-R.: Linda, Barbara, Russell, Kathleen. 

ried October 2 of that same year at Pierson, where her 
parents were living. Shortly after that they returned 
to Vancouver because Harry's furlough was up. They 
stayed there until he was sent to Langara Island up the 
west coast of British Columbia, near the Queen 
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Charlotte Islands. Mary then returned to Melita to 
await the arrival of their first born, a son Russell 
George, born in Melita September 2, 1944. Harry 
was home on harvest leave at the time. 

On December 18, 1944 Harry received his dis
charge papers from the R.C.A.F. and returned home. 
He rented the R. G. Penson farm in the Chesterfield 
District and lived there with his wife and son. 

On January 24, 1946 their daughter Barbara Gail 
was born in Melita. 

In the fall of 1946 Harry purchased the W 
35-2-27 from Bert Moore, in the Peninsula District, 
through the Veteran's Land Act. The Champions 
moved to the said lands April 7, 1947. 

A daughter Kathleen Marie was born in Melita 
October 22, 1948 and another daughter Linda Louise 
was born in Deloraine August 5, 1952. 

During the time Harry and Mary farmed they 
bought three quarters of the late George Robson's 
farm, later selling the S 6-3-26 in 1963 to Frank and 
Phyllis Goleski. They kept the NE of 35. Harry also 
bought 23-2-27 in 1963 from Everette Moore, selling 
it later in 1973. 

Harry and Mary remained on the farm with Rus
sell helping his father until his marriage (see separate 
history). In 1978 Harry bought the NE 27-2-27. 

While living in the Peninsula District Harry was 
active with school and district affairs; he served on 
the school board there before consolidation with 
Melita. Mary is a member of the Peninsula Club. She 
took her tum at being president and various other 
committees. Several teachers had roomed and 
boarded at their home from 1953-60. 

The children received their education at the Pen
insula School up until consolidation with Melita. 
They then went to Melita by school bus. The girls 
were members of the Melita 4-H Club. 

Barbara completed her high school and gradu
ated from Melita Collegiate as a stenographer. She 
was employed in Winnipeg at the City Hall for the 
City Hydro. She was later employed at the Royal 
Bank in Melita for a few years until the birth of her 
children. She was on staff at the Canadian Imperial 
Bank of Commerce in Melita and is now Mrs. Ian 
Fraser who was on staff at the Melita Collegiate. 
They now live in western Canada with her daughters, 
Debra Ann Dobbyn, born May 12, 1969 and Donna 
Lee Dobbyn, born December 7, 1971 by a former 
marriage. 

Kathleen Marie, now Mrs. William Wilson of 
Assiniboia, Saskatchewan, graduated from the 
Melita Collegiate, then trained as a practical nurse at 
St. Boniface Hospital in Winnipeg. Aftercompleting 
her course she received her LPN and was on staff at 
the hospital for a time. She then went to Calgary, 



Alberta where she was hired and placed on staff at the 
Foothills Hospital after her marriage to Bill. Bill also 
worked in Calgary. Kathleen transferred to the 
Rocky View Hospital which was nearer to where they 
lived. 

Bill and Kathleen decided to go back to As
siniboia where Bill had been raised and tryout farm
ing themselves. They still live on the farm there with 
their family of two girls and one boy. Lana Marie was 
born April 8, 1974; Carolyn Rose March 20, 1976 
and William Claire on April 20, 1978. 

Linda Louise graduated from Melita Collegiate, 
later obtaining employment at K Mart in Brandon for 
a length of time. She married Craig Atkins of Melita, 
formerly of La Riviere, Manitoba. Craig worked at 
several positions until he decided to take a meat 
cutting course at Red River Community College in 
1980. He then found employment with Super Valu in 
Winnipeg where they now reside. 

Champion, Russell George 
Russell grew up in the Peninsula District along 

with three sisters. He attended the Peninsula School 
up to Grade VIII and then went into Melita to school. 
He also attended Waskada school for a course in 
agriculture. 

He helped his father on the home farm as well as 
taking over the renting of the Townsend farm from 
his father until his marriage. 

Russ's marriage to Linda Smithson took place in 
July 1968. Linda was born at Pipestone, Manitoba in 
April of 1949 to the late Thomas Smithson and Hester 
Smithson Harper of Melita. 

Russell and his wife Linda purchased the home 
farm on 35-2-27 from Harry and Mary Champion in 
1971, where we now reside. 

In the fall of 1978 we added to our farm when we 
bought the E 34-2-27. This land to some folks was 
known as the Heath Farm, to others the late Everette 
Moore farm and recently known as Darrel Enger's 
land. We also bought, at the same time, the W of 34 
known as the Nellie Elliott farm. We also rent W 
24-2-27 known as the Townsend farm. 

Russell and Linda have four children, three sons 
and one daughter. Carl was born September 26, 
1972; Bonnie April 16, 1976; David July 23, 1979; 
and Steven June 25, 1980. 

Linda had gone to hospital by boat when Bonnie 
Lynn was born. We also returned home from the 
hospital by boat, along with Russ and Carl, as Melita 
at that time (spring of 1976) had their most recent 
flood. 

Carl is taking Grade IV and Bonnie is in kinder
garten in Melita School. David and Steven remain at 
home at this time. 
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Champion, Arthur John 
by Art Champion 

Arthur John Champion was born March 18, 
1926 while his parents were residing on the school 
section, 29-3-26. They later moved back to the home 
farm in the Chesterfield District and this is where he 
took most of his schooling. For a time he attended 
Melita School leaving home at seven a.m. and walk
ing three-quarters of a mile to catch the Model A bus 
driven by R. E. Foster. This bus was of wood con
struction and much creeking. and rattling accom
panied it on its travels to pick up the students. The 
seats were planks down each side and they proved 
very uncomfortable as the vehicle bounced over 
rough stoney roads. During the "Dirty Thirties" the 
family moved to Beaver, Manitoba to find feed for 
their stock. 

When World War II broke out, Art left school to 
help his Father with farm work as his brother had 
joined the R.C.A.F. He continued to help in this 
manner until his Father's death in 1945. 

Harry, home from the air force, joined in the 
farming operation for their mother and in 1946 fire 
swept through the yard destroying completely the 
huge bam which was a landmark in the area. All the 
out buildings were burned to the ground and a section 
of the roof of the house was damaged. The buildings 
were replaced and in 1952 while blowing hay into the 
loft, the second bam was burned and again replaced. 

In 1947 Harry, having bought a farm of his own, 
moved to the Peninsula District and Art continued on 
the home farm for his Mother. 

On December 4, 1948 he married Margaret 
McIVor of Gladstone, Manitoba who had come as a 
child with her parents from Scotland and had taught 
at Chesterfield School. Art's Mother moved to Melita 
where she lived until ill health forced her to live at 
Hillcrest Place in Brandon. 

Art and Margaret continued to live on the home 
farm, where over the following years they built up a 
herd of Registered Polled Herefords. On May 2, 
1963, due to health problems, Art was forced to give 
up the farm and it passed into the hands of C. R. 
Dobbyn and is now owned by Gordon Robson. 

In 1964 he worked at Stewart's Lumber and in 
1965 started carpenter work with Reg Forster. He also 
started driving a school bus which he continued to 
drive for 15 years. Margaret was employed by the 
Manitoba Telephone System as a switchboard opera
tor in Melita until the office closed in 1976. 

In 1967 they moved to their own home at 11 
Government Road which Art and Reg built. The 
property had formerly belonged to Mrs. Charles. 
They still reside there. 



Cheyne, Mrs. Alexander Sr. 
ALEXANDER CHEYNE was born May 24, 

1889 in Methlic, Scotland, the eldest son of Alex
ander Cheyne Sr. and ELSIE CHALMERS (SIMP
SON) CHEYNE. ROBERT WILLIAM CHEYNE 
(Bob) was born April 22, 1892, second and youngest 
son of Alex Cheyne Sr. and Elsie Chalmers (Simp
son). 

Alex Cheyne Sr. was a civil engineer by trade. He 
was one of a family of six boys and one girl. Alex 
Cheyne Sr. was also an outstanding athlete; he took 
part in the Highland Games and other athletic con
tests and won many awards and medals. 

Alex Cheyne Sr. died September 15, 1892 as a 
young man while visiting his two brothers who had a 
coffee plantation in San Salvador; he contracted ma
laria which caused his death. 

Mrs. Cheyne, Alex, Bob, her sisters and mother 
came to Canada at the request of her brother, George 
Simpson, who came to Canada a few years earlier 
and settled in the Waskada district on NE 21-2-26. 

Mrs. Cheyne got a job housekeeping at Henry 
Thompson's, then for John Spence, who's wife was 
in ill health. Mrs. Spence died in 1907. Mr. Spence 
and Mrs. Cheyne were married August 9, 1910 (see 1. 
Spence history). 

Alex Cheyne was first employed by Henry 
Thompson on SW 22-2-26. Mr. Thompson was 
erecting a new bam and Alex worked there until the 
bam was finished. He then worked for Harry Wick
ham who was building a cement block house on NW 
12-2-26. After harvest he went to work for George 
Edwards on SE 12-2-26 for two or three years. He 
then went to work for Bert Dobbyn in the Melita area 
on SW 24-3-26. He also worked for James Piere on 
27-2-26. 

Bob Cheyne, after arriving in Canada, worked 
for his uncle, Mr. Simpson. He was also employed by 
Thomas Wright Sr., John Pittman, James Piere, Mr. 
Slater and Frank Thompson. He also spent one year 
in Owen Sound, Ontario working in a table and 
furniture factory with his uncle George Johnstone. 

During the dirty thirties the lack of rain made 
farming most difficult; crops were very poor, water 
and hay for livestock were very scarce. Unlike many 
of the neighbours who left the area with their stock, 
Alex and Bob stayed on the farm. 

In 1931, several farmers went to Rennie, Man
itoba. They cut and baled hay and shipped it home by 
railway. Those going to Rennie were: Robert Simp
son, Edwin Kontzie, Henry Neuman, Bob Cheyne, 
Joe Antonyshyn (Alex Cheyne's hired man). Later 
Roy Spence went down to do the cooking. Roy was a 
good hunter and they always had fresh game and 
good meals after he arrived. 
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They shipped many carloads of hay and one car
load of wood home. It was unloaded and delivered to 
each of the farms by Alex and Dorothy Cheyne, 
James and Elizabeth Simpson, Gus Neuman, and 
Orval and Gordon Kontzie. 

The next few years hay was shipped in by the 
government. Russian thistles that grew all over were 
cut and used for feed also. By reducing their herd of 
cattle, Alex and Bob were able to maintain a small 
herd through the dry years. 

When rains came in the later thirties crops re
turned to normal and livestock herds were built up 
again. Following the dry years the Prairie Farm Re
habilitation Act was set up. They dug dugouts 
throughout the area, which proved to be a great asset 
and labor-saver for livestock production even to this 
day. 

Alex and Bob Cheyne had a small seed cleaning 
plant. They grew and cleaned seed grain for farmers 
in the area. They also grew clover for seed. They had 
their own clover cleaner and sold clover seed to many 
points in Manitoba. 

They had a gas driven generator and charged 
batteries for neighbours in the area. 

Alex and Bob, along with their mother and step
father, operated an apiary and shipped honey to the 
Honey Co-op in Winnipeg for many years. 

Alex and Bob continued to farm as partners until 
1948 when Alex bought the NV2 and SE of 35-2-26 
from Maurice Vanbeselaere, the former George 
Ledingham farm he had rented a few years before. 

Cheyne, Alexander Jr. 
ALEXANDER CHEYNE married DOROTHY 

ELIZABETH COOPER of the Lloydminster dis
trict of Saskatchewan on December 19, 1928. 

Dorothy is the daughter of Thomas and Sarah 
(Smedly) Cooper. She was the second of a family of 
ten children. Dorothy was born September 3,1904 in 
Yorkshire, England and came to Canada in 1905, 
having her first birthday on the ship. 

Dorothy came to Melita in 1925 with Rev. and 
Mrs. M. P. Floyd who were farming at Fartown 
district near Marshall, Saskatchewan. They had a 
dairy farm and sheep. Dorothy helped care for the 
sheep and milked the cows. 

Dorothy and Alex met at Melita and were married 
by Rev. Floyd December 19,1928. Of this union were 
born five sons: Gordon Alexander on March 9, 
1930; James Robert on April 24, 1932; Floyd Wil
son on June 11,1934; Norman William on October 
11, 1937 and Kenneth Murray on March 11, 1945. 

Dorothy and Alex farmed on 35-2-26 with the 
help of their sons. Alex had a great interest in farm
ing, particularly in his horses and cattle. Alex and 



Dorothy were also very fond of flowers and trees and 
they spent their spare time devoted to this hobby 
which continued after they retired to Melita in 1961. 
They sold their farm to Floyd in 1967. 

Alex passed away on March 30,1970 at the age of 
81 and is buried in Waskada Cemetery family plot. 
Dorothy is an active member of the Golden Age 
Club, Hospital Aid and United Church Group. She 
also enjoys handicrafts and cooking. 

Gordon, Jim, Floyd and Norman received their 
education at Verona School. Ken received his educa
tion at Princess and Waskada Schools. 

Gordon married Alice Burnett of Medora on 
November 22, 1958. They live in Kelowna, British 
Columbia where Gordon is an auto mechanic and 
Alice nurses. They have four children: Frances who 
is married to Jim Stecyk; Sandra is in nurses training 
in Vancouver General Hospital; Troy and David are 
still in school and are active in sports. Gordon enjoys 
playing the violin. 

Jim married Bonnie Roberts of Domaine, Man
itoba on July 25, 1967. They have two children: 
Brent and Heather who attend Melita School. They 
enjoy music. They live in Melita where Jim is a diesel 
mechanic, the assistant fire chief of the Melita and 
Area Fire Protection Board and an ambulance driver. 
Bonnie is Activity Director at the Personal Care 
Home and is a member of the Rebekah Lodge. 

Floyd married Elsie Vanbeselaere of Melita. 
They have two daughters, Melanie and Deborah. 
They live on the home farm at Waskada. Floyd is 
president of the Waskada Pool Elevator Association, 
a director of the Waskada Agriculture Society, and 
Councillor of the R.M. of Arthur. He enjoys sports, 
especially curling. Elsie belongs to Melita Art Club 
and enjoys handicrafts. The girls attend Waskada 
School and both enjoy music and sports. 

Norman farms at Melita and belongs to the 
Melita and Area Fire Protection and is an ambulance 
driver. Music is his main hobby having many nice 
trophies as evidence of his fine fiddling ability. He 
also plays the banjo. 

Ken is a diesel mechanic and farms at Melita. He 
also is fond of music, playing the banjo and 
mouthorgan. He is a member of the Melita and Area 
Fire Protection. Fishing is his main hobby. 

Cheyne, Robert William (Bob) 
ROBERT (BOB) WILLIAM Cheyne's father 

died while he was still an infant. He moved to Ireland 
in 1895 with his mother and brother, Alexander, 
where his mother worked in a linen factory. After 
receiving his education in Ireland, they came to Can
ada in 1905 to live with his uncle, George Simpson, 
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who lived on NE 21-2-26 where Larry Vanbeselaere 
now lives. 

As a young man he worked for several farmers in 
the Verona District and in a furniture factory in Owen 
Sound, Ontario. 

In 1911 he and his brother, Alex, started farming 
on the farm owned by Mrs. Charlie Sankey on NW 
25-1-26. They later moved to the George Ledingham 
farm, NE 35-2-26, which is now owned by Floyd 
Cheyne. In 1920 they moved to the farm of their 
stepfather, John Spence, and rented it on shares. 
They continued to farm together unti11948. 

Bob took an active part in community affairs. He 
served as a trustee on the Verona School Board for 21 
years and for several years was on the board of Dalny 
Pool Elevator. 

He married ANNIE BENNIE of Waskada on 
March 16, 1933. Bob died on March 24, 1950, leav
ing a family of eight children, seven boys and one 
girl. 

John Spence Cheyne was born in 1934. At the 
age of 16, following the death of his father, Jack, with 
the help of the rest of the family, took over the farm. 
In 1957, he married Elaine (Jackie) Schapansky, 
who came to the district to teach at Verona School. 
They have two daughters, Katherine Ann, of Win
nipegosis and Karen Elsie of Winnipeg, and also 
four children: Shane Anderson, who married Mona 
Bellenger of Winnipeg. They live in Winnipeg. 
Anita (Jarnouin) married Richard Vanhove of Delo
raine. They lived in Hartney, now at Dalny. Dale and 
Morgan Janz still live at home. 

Robert James was born in 1935. He married 
Mary Ellen McLure of Elva in 1959. He is a steam
fitter and welder and they live in Saskatoon, Sas
katchewan. They have two sons, James William and 
Ian Clark. 

George Alexander was born in 1937. He married 
Vivian Line of Napinka in 1958. He is a plumber and 
they live in Winnipeg. They have two of a family, a 
daughter Cynthia Darlene and a son Robert Charles . 

Mary Bennie was born in 1940. She worked for 
the Hospital Commission prior to her marriage in 
1966 to Irwin Walker of Grandview. They live in 
Rivers where Irwin works for the CNR. They have 
two children, a son Derek John and a daughter 
Leanne Marie. 

William was born in 1942. He married Linda 
Hainsworth of Deloraine in 1971. Bill is a mechanic 
and they live in Deloraine. They have one son, Roy 
Robert. 

David Floyd was born in 1944. He married Lor
raine Hooper of Waskada. David is a plumber and 
they live in Winnipeg. They have four children, 



DawnaLeigh, Chrystie Danne, Bobbie Joe and Neil 
David Ernest. 

Leslie Thomas was born in 1946. He married 
Beryle Morrison of Goodlands in 1972. Leslie is a 
plumber and has his own business in North Bat
tleford. They have three children, Travis Wade, 
Lesley Robin and Jamie Dawn. 

Ernest Simpson was born in 1949. He married 
Cheryl Nordman of Cypress River in 1972. Ernie is 
an electrician and they live in Winnipeg. They have 
two sons, Daniel Richard and Terry William. 

Chinner, Frederick William 
by Sheila Chinner 

FREDERICK WILLIAM CHINNER was born 
December 5, 1927 in the Cutknife, Saskatchewan 
area to Franklin and Elizabeth Chinner. Fred has one 
brother George of William Lake, British Columbia 
and a sister Norma (Mrs. Bill Crossman) of Wapella, 
Saskatchewan. 

Fred, with his parents, came to Moline, Man
itoba in 1928. Fred received his education in the Weir 
School where he was an active 4-H member. He 
worked as a farm labourer in the Cardale District 
where he met his present wife SHEILA KNIGHT. 

Sheila Alice Knight was born August 3, 1934 in 
Harniota, the only daughter to Bill and Bertha Knight 
of Cardale. Sheila has two brothers, Wayne (in Win
nipeg) and Darrelle (in Brandon). Sheila received her 
education at Cardale School where she was active in 
4-H. 

Fred Chinner and Sheila Knight were married 
December 10, 1952 in Cardale United Church. They 
worked as farm labourers for seven years. 

On April 1, 1959, they moved to Melita where 
they started the first Artificial Insemination Unit (see 
business history). On October 1, 1961 they moved to 
Deloraine where Fred operated a Deloraine Co-op 
A.I. unit until September 1, 1973 when he started 
dairy farming. 

Fred and Sheila have a family of three: Gloria 
Marlene, Frederick Barry and Dennis Larry. 

Marlene was born July 8,1953 in HamiotaHospi
tal. She started school in Melita, later finishing in 
Deloraine. She participated in 4-H clubs for eight 
years. Marlene married Gordon Capelle of Moun
tainside on May 18, 1974. She is employed at Fair
view Nursing Home. They now reside in Brandon 
and have one daughter Melody Irene. 

Barry was born in Hamiota Hospital on Septem
ber4, 1954. He started school in Melita, later gradu
ating in 1973. He participated in 4-H clubs for five 
years. Barry married Sheila Black of Mountainside 
on October 6, 1973. They now reside in Boissevain 
where he is water supervisor for the Town of Boisse-
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vain. They have two daughters Jennifer Daun and 
Angela Rae. 

Dennis was born in Hamiota on September 21, 
1958. He received his education in Deloraine, gradu
ating in 1976. He participated in 4-H clubs for five 
years. He now resides in Winnipeg. Dennis is man
ager of a Kinney Shoe Store in St. VitaL 

Christianson, Julius Oscar 
submitted by daughters Dorothy and Devona 

OSCAR CHRISTIANSON was born at Manitou, 
Manitoba in July of 1891, eldest son of Vilhelm 
(William) Christianson and Olive Pederson, both 
born in Norway. At the age of two Oscar moved with 
his parents to Whitewater. He was educated at Pe
tersburg (Whitewater) and Mountainside Schools. 
After he completed his formal education he obtained 
employment with the railway on December 31,1914. 
Oscar enlisted in the army at Brandon on January 15, 
1915 and on his arrival overseas was transferred to 
90th Winnipeg Rifles 8th Overseas Battalion and 
served in western Europe. 

After receiving his discharge in May of 1919 he 
re-entered the employment of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway as a section man at Whitewater, Snowflake 
and Goodlands. He was promoted to Section Fore
man at Elva in April 1921. 

In July of the same year he married LILLIAN 
GERTRUDE WILSON of Whitewater, Manitoba. 
They established their home in Elva where Oscar was 
section foreman for 41Y2 years. He resided in Elva 
until his accidental death in August of 1972. 

Marie, Archie, Oscar, Devona, Gertie, Laverne, Dorothy Chris
tianson. 

Oscar and Gerty had five children, two boys and 
three girls. ARCHIBALD OSCAR (ARCHIE) was 
born April of 1922 (see history following). 

DOROTHY MAY, born January 1924 married 
DONALD McRAE (see separate history). 



LAVERNE HENRY was born August 1926 (see 
history following). 

DEVONA IRENE was born August 1932 and 
married JOHN SHANNON (see Jack Shannon his
tory). 

RUTH MARIE was born June 1936 and married 
DALE ELDRED (see Eldred history). 

Oscar took a keen interest in community life and 
took an active part in many projects particularly in 
church work. He was leader of the United Church 
Young People's Group for some time and held an 
office on the Church Board for many years. He was 
also a member of the Melita and District Legion No. 
127. He enjoyed bowling with Seniors in Melita 
where there is a trophy in his memory donated by his 
grandchildren. 

Both Oscar and Gerty were active in Red Cross 
work and Gerty was a conscientious helper in all 
community work as an active member of the United 
Church W.A., Women's Institute, Melita Legion 
Auxiliary, leader of sewing classes and 4-H work. 
They were both avid gardeners and after Gerty's 
death in 1955, followed by Oscar's retirement in 
1956, gardening became his hobby and on many an 
evening or on Sundays people drove through Elva to 
see his flowers or buy a feed of vegetables from his 
well-kept garden. 

Dad's quiet and unassuming manner made him a 
highly respected citizen of the community. 

Christianson, Archibald Oscar 
ARCHIE was born at Elva in 1922. After com

pleting school, he was employed at Russell's General 
Store for almost a year before taking employment 
with Canadian Pacific in 1941. 

Archie joined the R.C.A.F. in 1942 and was 
stationed in Quebec, Nova Scotia, Ontario, England 

L-R.: Lorraine, Unda, Ward. Susanne, David, Dianne. Archie 
Christianson. 
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and Wales, returning to the C.P.R. in 1945. During 
his airforce career he won his pilot wings and the 
rank of Flight Sgt. Railroading took him all over 
western Canada from Thunder Bay to Port Co
quitlam, British Columbia. 

While living at Napinka Archie met LOR· 
RAINE JUNK and they were married in March 1948 
in Melita and lived in Napinka until 1953. 

Diane and Linda were born at Melita in 1949 and 
1950. Diane was one of the first babies born in Mrs. 
Jean Tamblyn's Nursing Home in Melita. The family 
moved to Elkhorn and then on October 311954 to 
Sinclair where David was born in Reston in 1956. 
The next move was to Souris in April 1961. Ward 
was born in 1961 and Susanne in 1963. In 1967 they 
moved to Saskatoon where Archie became Assistant 
Roadmaster and back to Deloraine where he became 
Roadmaster in 1973. In 1978 they were moved to 
Souris. 

Diane married Enn Ots while teaching in Win
nipeg in 1970 and they now live in Florida with their 
two sons Alexy and Karl. Linda, an R.N. since 1971 
is now a Captain in the Armed Forces at Gagetown, 
New Brunswick. She married Captain Douglas 
Thompson in 1979 and they now have a daughter 
Laura. David, a Red River Community College 
graduate in Business Administration, began his ca
reer in a bank but is now in real estate. Ward and 
Susanne are both in university. Lorraine is on the 
nursing staff at the Personal Care Home in Souris. 

Christianson, Laverne Henry 
I was born in the section house in Elva on August 

6, 1926, the second son of Oscar and Gerty Chris
tianson. I received my education in the Elva SchooL 
As a young lad, I enjoyed helping local farmers in 
haying time, in harvest time and for two years I 
worked for Harry Greaves on his farm. When I was 
17, I worked on the section at Elva with Dad for the 
summer and that winter I worked as a brakeman with 
the CPR out of Souris. 

I saw military service in Canada from December 
1944 to May 1946. 

In March 1947, I married LAVERNE MET· 
CALFE of Manitou. That same year we moved onto 
the farm on S 22-3-27 and SW 23-3-27, three miles 
east of Elva. Our first son, Jim, was born on the farm 
on December 14,1948. That was the day of the worst 
blizzard in Manitoba since 1907, but Dr. Wilson and 
Mrs. Jack Greig came as far as Alex McLure's and 
travelled by horse and sleigh with me back to the 
house. 

We moved to Brandon in the fall of 1949. I was 
employed by Canadian Motors for the next eight 
years. During these years our second son Ron, was 



laverne and Laverne Christianson's wedding 1947 and family 
Jim, Gwen (back), Kathy, Ron. 
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born in 1951, our first daughter Gwen, in 1952, and 
our youngest daughter Catherine was born in 1962. 

I drove a fann delivery truck for Anglo until 
purchasing "The Log Cabin Service" in 1964. It had 
been a boyhood dream of mine to someday own the 
Log Cabin. A new house was needed at the Cabin, 
and when we were unable to get one built for us, my 
Dad 1. O. Christianson, at the age of 73 years, built a 
house for us in three months, with the help our boys 
and I could give to him. 

Laverne and I enjoyed our nine years at the Cabin 
and we made many new friends. In 1973, we sold the 
Cabin and moved to Carroll where we still live. 

I am now employed by the Manitoba Telephone 
System as a power engineer. Laverne is employed at 
Crocus Plains Regional Secondary School in the 
Food Services Course. 

Jim is married to Barbara Gamley of Alexander. 
They have two daughters, Jennifer and Kelly Jo and 
one son Tim. Jim is employed by Manitoba Tele
phone System at Russell, Manitoba. 

Ron is married to Darlene Robertson of Brandon. 
They have two daughters Kim and Karen and two 
sons, Dale and Cory. Ron is a transport driver with 
Paul's Hauling in Brandon. 

Gwen is married to Ron McMorris of Deloraine. 
She is employed as a receptionist-secretary for the 
Winnipeg law firm of Golsof, Pullan & Co. 

Catherine is married to James Hutchison of Bran
don. They have one son Christopher. 

Clark, Franklin 
JOHN FRANKLIN was born April 14, 1919, in 

the Lyleton District. After serving five years over
seas (RCAF), he returned in 1945 and purchased 
three-quarters of 19-4-27 from the Lamport Estate in 
the Melita District. 

On November 261947, Franklin married PHYL
LIS OLIVE DAVIES from Palmers Green District in 
London, England. They raised four children: PAM
ELA MARY, born October 7, 1948, who now re
sides in Edmonton with her husband Gary Stork and 
her two daughters Cindy and Sharla; ALAN 
ROBERT, born April 2, 1951; BRENDA ANN, 
born January 11, 1957, who resides in the Sinclair 
district with her husband Mel Forsyth and two daugh
ters, Sherry and Kathy and son Randy; and KEITH 
ROY, born November 15, 1961, now attending the 
University of Winnipeg in the Faculty of Phannacy. 

In 1980 Franklin and Phyllis retired to Melita. 
The fann is currently being operated by Fiasco Farms 
Ltd., managed by their son, Alan, and his wife, 
PERI. 



Clark, James Claire 
submitted by 'Irish Clark 

JAMES CLAIRE CLARK, the third of four chil
dren born to Hewson and Dorothy Clark (nee Mallo), 
was born July 31, 1948 and was raised in the Lyleton 
district. He went to school in Lyleton and Pierson 
and enjoyed playing ball, hockey and doing track and 
field events. 

On October 14 1972 he married PATRICIA DI
ANE LUND, third child and only daughter of Ken
neth L. Lund and Marion Eleanor Lund (nee Towler) 
of Elkhorn, Manitoba. They have two children, a 
daughter SIERRA BRANDENE born June 29, 1975 
and a son TRAVIS WILDER born July 26, 1976. 
Both children attend Melita School. 

Claire and Trish live on the SW 29-1-27 and 
currently farm with his brothers, Gene and family of 
Lyleton and Mallo and family of Coulter. 

Clarke, Joshua 
by Edna (Clarke) Harbottle 

JOSHU A and ALICE CLARKE emigrated to 
America in 1902, from Isle of Man settling in Boisse
vain, Manitoba. In 1922 they moved to Melita. 

Joshua farmed, and for years did butchering for 
Morgans', Mussons' and Cashins' Butcher Shops. 

Their family of five girls and five boys, got their 
education in Melita, West Brenda, Houston, 
Broomhill, and Browns schools. 

During the "Dirty Thirties" it was one crop 
failure after another, then the grasshoppers left us 
with nothing. At this time eggs were seven cents a 
dozen, oats five cents a bushel. Joshua sent a car load 
of oats to the Lakehead and ended up fifteen dollars 
in the red. Another time he shipped two prize steers 
to Winnipeg stock yards, and after railway charges 
he owed five dollars. 

Things got so bad Joshua, Alice and family 
moved to Cypress Rivers for one winter. There they 
were able to have feed for their cattle, sheep and other 
animals. Returning to Melita in the spring, and dry 
weather still continued. 

Joshua developed rag-weed poison and diabetes. 
For health reasons he had to move away from the 
dust, etc. 

In April 1936, Joshua Alice and family left south
ern Manitoba for the long trek north (approximately 
300 miles) with hay rack and wagon and all their 
belongings, horses and cattle. We camped along the 
road at night. 

When we reached Bethany many cattle were ex
hausted. We stopped there for the winter continuing 
the trip in the spring, until we came to the Portia 
district. 
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In 1938 we moved to Kinosota, Manitoba. Here 
Joshua built a store and life became a little brighter. 

In 1947 Alice passed away. A weak heart and the 
hardships she had suffered left their mark. She had 
never complained. 

In 1948 Joshua sold the store and built a home at 
Amaranth. During the construction the building 
burned down. Joshua was away at the time, it was 
believed to have been the fault of careless carpenters. 
Nevertheless there was no insurance. He re-built his 
home and lived to enjoy a few years in it. He passed 
away April 1952. 

Joshua's and Alice's examples and memories are 
cherished by us all. With all their heartaches and 
misfortunes they never lost faith in mankind. No one 
was ever turned away from their door. Food, shelter, 
and a helping hand were always offered to their 
fellow men in need. 

The people of Kinosota summed this up beau
tifully. The man who bought the store from Joshua 
was Mr. Goodheart. The people always said although 
his name was Goodheart he didn't have one tenth the 
good heart Mr. and Mrs. Clarke had. 

Joshua and Alice passed on a wonderful gift to all 
their family, for which we are all thankful - Good 
Health - and a wonderful memory of two Grand 
Pioneers. 

Joshua and Alice Clarkes Family: 
IRIS FRANCES (IVY) CLARKE born Octo

ber28, 1902 Glenmaye, Isle of Man. Ivy received her 
education in Boissevain and Makinak, Manitoba. An 
honor student with high marks, she won a Scholar
ship to a Nursing School of the Mayo Clinic, Roches
ter, Minnesota. Upon graduation, she was a nurse 
with the Mayo Clinic (Methodist Hospital) until re
tirement. Ivy married Leo Ranfranz on August 21, 
1925 in Rochester, Minnesota. They have two chil
dren. Ivy resides in Wabashaw, U.S.A. 

ROBERT STEPHEN CLARKE was born Oc
tober 8, 1908 Boissevain, Manitoba, and married 
Jean Brown in June 1933 at Paris, Ontario. Bob was a 
machinist. He passed away in 1974. They have three 
children. 

GERTRUDE ALICE CLARKE born October 
2, 1909 Boissevain, Manitoba. Gertie received her 
education in Boissevain, Manitoba. As a young girl 
she moved to Rochester, Minnesota. She married 
Rudie Skogen June 5, 1935 in Kasson, Minnesota. 
They have two boys. Gertie resides in Rochester. 

THOMAS JACK CLARKE born July 7, 1912 
Boissevain, Manitoba. Jack was educated at Makinak 
and West Brenda schools. He was a miner and a 
steam fitter in the Navy. He worked for Ontario 
Hydro, where he was accidently killed on September 
28, 1948 at Schreiber, Ontario while on duty. 



GORDON JOSHUA CLARKE was born July 
29,1914 Boissevain, Manitoba. Gordon received his 
education in Makinak and West Brenda. Gordon was 
a truck driver and carpenter. He married Mona Helen 
Harmon June 1934 at Melita. They had four of a 
family, Gordon passed away April 26, 1971 in Vir
den, Manitoba. 

PHILLIP CHARLES CLARKE born February 
9,1917 Makinak, Manitoba. Phil was educated in the 
Melita, West Brenda, and Houston schools. By oc
cupation he is a diesel Mechanic and carpenter. Phil 
married Florence Christoff March n, 1949 at Roblin, 
Manitoba. They had one child. Phil is retired and 
living at West Hawk Lake, Manitoba. 

EVA MAE CLARKE born November 11,1918 
Makinak and was educated in Melita, Houston, West 
Brenda and Hathaway and Winnipeg Schools. Mae 
worked in a factory during war years. She married 
Thomas Knapp and had one of a family. Mae died 
April 11, 1950 Newboro, Ontario. 

AMELIA EDNA CLARKE born May 2, 1921 
Makinak, Manitoba. I was two years old when we 
moved to Melita. I was educated in West Brenda, 
Houston, Hathaway, Browns, Melita and Alonsa 
schools. I married Milne Harbottle (Napinka Clan). 
We have a family of two boys. We entered the field of 
tourism, have been in business over twenty-five 
years and own Crescent Beach Cabins West Hawk 
Lake, Manitoba. We have also been postmasters over 
twenty years. (Whiteshell, P.o.) I'm putting out a 
book on the Harbottle genealogy. 1784 - too present 
time. Hope to have it printed this fall, around 200 
pages. 

JAMES FREDRICK CLARKE born March 
30, 1924 Melita, Manitoba. Jim received his educa
tion in the Hathaway, Cypress Rivers, Browns, Beth
any and Portia Schools. He entered the Military 
Service at the age of nineteen in April 1943. He was 
an electrician, spent time overseas and after the war 
he joined the Air Force and stayed till retirement. Jim 
lives in British Columbia. Jim holds four medals. 
Jim married Helen Georgina Campbell on August 
27, 1947. They had one child. Jim's second marriage 
was to Jane Calverley, one child was born to this 
marriage. They live in British Columbia. 

JEAN ROSE CLARKE born July 18, 1927 
Melita, Manitoba. Jean, the youngest, was educated 
in Hathaway, Bethany, Browns, Portia, Boissevain 
and Mulvey Schools. After graduation Jean received 
further training in the field of typist-clerk and works 
for the Parks Branch, in the Boissevain area. Jean 
married Milton McDermot Humpage June 5, 1947, 
in Sf. Pauls Church Winnipeg. They have one child. 
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Clarke, William 
WILLIAM FRANK CLARKE was born in 1879, 

the middle child of a family of 11, born to John and 
Eliza Clarke of Silton, Dorset, England. After com
pleting school he worked with his father, a miller, for 
several years. From February 1901 to September 
1902 he served with the British Imperial Yeomanry in 
South Africa, coming to Canada in 1904. Before 
beginning farming for himself on Wand N.E. 
13-4-27 in 1906, he worked in the Melita District and 
tried his luck at homesteading near Lumsden, Sas
katchewan. 

SARAH CUSS was the second youngest of a 
family of seven born to John and Annie Cuss. John 
was a butcher in London, England. Before coming to 
Canada in 1907 Sarah was employed as a dressmaker. 

Sarah and William were married in Christ 
Church, Melita in 1907. They were among the early 
members and supporters of the Anglican Church in 
this area. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Clarke's 50th Anniversary in 1957. 

Farming in the early days was not easy but as 
years went on many improvements were made. In 
1914 a new house was built and new and better ma
chinery made farming operations easier. 

I, CONSTANCE was born in 1916 and in 1923 
the family moved to Melita where I attended school. 
For two years we lived at 75 Boundary St., later 
moving to 157 Boundary St. In 1926 a fire caused by 
a heater exploding, badly damaged the interior of the 
family home. Due to the efforts of the Melita Fire 
Brigade with the hand-operated fire engine, the 
house was saved. Fortunately no one was in the house 
at the time of the fire. Attending the Chautauqua was 
the highlight of our summer activities. Many pro
grams I can remember very clearly. I also have many 
happy memories of the enjoyable times with my aunt 



and uncle, Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Townsend and their 
family. Auntie, Dad's sister, had come to Canada 
shortly after Dad arrived. Uncle and Dad had been in 
South Africa together. 

Dad farmed from town until 1932 when we re
turned to the farm. On July 1, 1935 a terrific storm 
brought the much needed rains, ending the crop 
failures of the early thirties. 

During the depression I was attending high 
school in Melita. Then in 1935-36 I attended Bran
don Normal SchooL I taught for four years before 
marrying RUSSELL DANN in 1940. We took over 
the farming operations from Dad, renting the land for 
a few years. Later we purchased the farm. In 1943 
Mother and Dad moved into Melita to their home at 
157 Boundary St. where they enjoyed several years of 
retirement. Dad was a charter member of the Melita 
Legion and was always interested in community ac
tivities. In his younger years he greatly enjoyed curl
ing. During World War II he worked on the Victory 
Loan. Later he was involved in leasing oil rights for a 
number of years. Mother was an active member of 
Christ Church Women's Auxiliary and the Legion 
Auxiliary #127 for many years. 

In 1957 Mother and Dad celebrated their 50th 
anniversary at our home and in 1967 their 60th anni
versary. 

In 1968 they moved to a suite in the Senior Cit
izens' Lodge in Melita. Morn passed away in 1969 
and Dad in 1974. 

Clifford, Bertram Frank 
by son Fred Clifford 

BERTRAM FRANK CLIFFORD arrived in 
Melita from Bourton-on-the-Water, England, to 
work at his trade as a stonemason in the spring of 
1905. This trade goes back 11 generations as re
searched by the College of Arms, London but this is 
not completed yet. Father worked in Melita area till 
the fall of 1906, then returned to England. He was 
married February 12, 1907 returning with his bride 
EMMA ELIZABETH FLETCHER of Naunton, En
gland. They arrived back in Melita in April 1907, 
living the first while in a boarding house owned by 
Mr. 1. B. Jobbins, then moving to a house on Souris 
Street. 

As a stonemason he helped Mr. Wyatt build the 
Sturgeon Block, and also the stone store in Waskada 
for Campbell and Ferguson. In 1909 he laid the 
cement sidewalk on Main Street in Napinka with the 
help of Desri Vassart and Ben Glowser, driving back 
and forth to Napinka by horse and buggy. He trav
elled to Antler, Saskatchewan to do plastering and 
cement work for Mr. 1. Baldwin in 1911. Father's and 
Mother's cousin, William Rouse, built Goodlands 
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Bertram F. Clifford family (1924). L.-R.: Bertram, Joseph, 
John, Rosetta, Frank, Frederick. Sitting: Mrs. Clifford, Mar
jorie in front. 

School, bricking and plastering it in 1913. They 
started October 6 and finished November 18, 1913, 
approximately 48 days at 65¢ an hour according to 
his account book. 

While living in Melita three boys were born, 
JOSEPH, FRANK and JOHN. As lumber was get
ting more plentiful and buildings were finished much 
faster stone work was not so much in demand. In 1913 
Father took up farming in partnership with a man by 
the name of Amos Lane. This lasted barely six 
months; he then went out on his own. The first farm 
was called the Grieves farm on the Jackson Creek 
north and east of Melita. While there a daughter 
ROSETTA was born. 

After two years there father then moved to the 
Morby farm north and east of Max Ross' farm, and 
while there another girl was born, MARJORIE. By 
this time the three boys were going to Melita School. 
Jack Quinn was the school van driver. The van was a 
horse-drawn, light wagon covered with canvas in the 
summer and then change to a sleigh for the winter. 

In the fall of 1917 Father moved to the A. B. Estlin 
farm, one mile south of John McRae's, which was 
then farmed by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Morris and 
daughter Ruby. 

Several events happened in the early 20's. One 
was Jack Briggs brought Dr. Byers out one cold 
Sunday in February and also brought another son 
FREDERICK (that's what they told me later). Then 
in 1925 Father bought a crushing outfit, an eight h. p. 
Olds engine and an eight inch chopper from Jim 
McInnes. This was transported by team and wagon 
from Lyleton. Frank, being one of the older boys in 
the family, was the one who operated the outfit. He 
had a habit of running the belt off with his leg. He did 
it once too often as his pants caught and broke his leg. 



Dr. Byers was back again and I remember Father 
making a wooden trough to hold his leg straight after 
it was set, as there were no modem plaster casts then. 

The boy and girls were going to Chesterfield 
School by this time. Some of the teachers at that time 
were a Mr. Dinstead, Miss Long, and Miss Helen 
Mann. When I started school Miss Bambridge (Mrs. 
E. Breakey) was my first teacher for two years till the 
fall of 1927. Father farmed on the Estlin farm till 
Novembr 1927 when the family moved to Napinka. 
At Napinka we farmed two miles north and west of 
town on a farm called the McKirdy farm. 

In January 1929 father took the plunge and 
bought a farm from Mr. A. A. Titus which he and his 
father, mother and sister Della homesteaded in 1882. 
I still live on the home farm. 

Father played the comet in Melita Band from the 
early teens, then started playing in the Napinka 
Band. His last time was June 1932 at an Orange walk 
which was held in Napinka. Father never walked, he 
was pulled in a bennett buggy by some of the bigger 
fellows. I also was in that parade playing or trying to 
playa comet which I still have that belonged to my 
great-grandfather. 

Father was a great lover of hounds having some
times as many as ten at one time, he used them for 
hunting wolves in the Blind Souris. I remember 
being on a hunt with Father and Percy Champion 
from Broomhill in 1930. We were looking for wolves 
east and north of our present home. It was just prai
rie, with no fences or cultivated land for miles. The 
dogs were conveyed in a box on top of the front half 
of a bobsled; a trap door at the back was released by a 
rope from the front. I was delegated to do this. It was 
very cold sitting up there. Once a wolf was spotted 
we took off at the gallop, snowbanks or not. It was 
very rough when we swung back to face the wolf. 
The hounds were released very suddenly. There was 
always a female hound that did no circling or trying 
to catch the wolf. The others would hold it till she 
arrived to kill. She was called the killer hound and 
even with all this they were very gentle. 

We had a pair of large Russian wolfhounds which 
my pal and I used to hitch up to a hand sled to haul 
wood to the house (then it seemed like cords but it 
wasn't). Some nasty person poisoned them both right 
at the buildings - they put arsenic in fowl gizzards. 
This happened in 1932 and Father never got any more 
hounds after that. 

In the winter of 1931-32 Father was stricken with 
arthritis and never walked again. By this time we 
were in the throes of the depression and things were 
very hard. I remember helping to herd five head of 
long yearlings to town to ship to Winnipeg to get 
some cash, so Father could go to Bottineau Hospital. 
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The return for those five cattle was $17 .50 (that was 
in 1933). Even at that the family scratched up enough 
money so he could stay there two weeks, which 
turned out then as now "no cure". The farm was 
taken over by Margaret and me in December 1946 
after returning from Winnipeg and world War II. We 
continued to farm with the help of our family until 
1973 at which time we retired but still live on the 
home farm. 

Father and Mother lived on the farm till their 
deaths. Father passed away January 29, 1950 at 73 
years. Mother was awarded the Order of the Crocus 
in 1970 for being a pioneer of the district. She passed 
away November 8,1973 at the age of 98 years. Their 
lives were made up of trials and hardships through 
them all I never heard them argue or have harsh 
words. To me this is a tribute to our pioneers when 
things were not as easy as now. 

George Joseph Clifford married Isabella Kreager 
of Hamilton in 1941. They had two sons, Ronald who 
married Marion Riddell of Sandy Lake, Manitoba in 
1961. They had one daughter Connie, at home in 
Hayriver, N. W. T. and one son Neil Joseph who died 
by accident in 1955 at age nine. 

S. Bertram Frank Clifford married Kathleen 
Stallwood of Napinka in 1939, who passed away in 
October 1950. He remarried to Evelyn Kay of York
ton, Saskatchewan. They have one daughter, Sheila, 
living in Winnipeg. 

William John Clifford married Mildred Kreager 
of Hamiota in 1939. They have two sons: Melvin 
John who married Wilma Kirkup of Melita in 1963. 
They live in Unity, Saskatchewan where they work 
for Revelstoke. They have one daughter Shelly and 
one son Kirk, both at home. Dennis Frederick mar
ried Lys Stewart of Thunder Bay, Ontario in 1970. 
They have two sons, Trevor and Dale and one daugh
ter Rebecca, all at home. 

Rosetta Ellen Clifford married Robert H. Oliver 
of Melita in 1932 (see Robert Oliver history). 

Matjorie married Wilfred J. Hamel of Melita in 
1939. They had four sons. W. Harold married Carol 
Cox of Calgary in 1967. They have one daughter 
Michelle at home. D. Laverne married Patricia 
Pierce of Reston in 1968. They have two sons Ken
neth and Clayton and one daughter Leah, all at 
home. Kenneth William married Shirley Denolf of 
Virden in 1969. They have two sons and one daugh
ter, Kent, Chris and Sandra, all at home. Lawrence 
W. married Beverly Wilson of Moncton, New 
Brunswick in 1981. 

Frederick Wilfred Clifford married MAR
GARET WARD of McCreary in 1941. They have 
two sons and one daughter. Francis Winston mar
ried Edith Kemp of Calgary in 1977 and have no 



children. Gerald Bertram W. married Darlene Es
ter McKague of Melita in 1964. They have one son 
and one daughter, leffery Allen and Carla Grace. 
Gerald Bertram W. was divorced in 1968, remarried 
B. Annie-Wilson, La Riviere in 1973. There is one 
son Kevin lames at home. Myrna Elizabeth married 
1. Bryan F. Dixon of Dunrea in 1971. Their sons are 
Frederick Earl, Bryan Dean and Anthony lames, 
all at home. 

Coates 
The original Coates brothers who came to Arthur 

Municipality were: WILLIAM, JAMES, MAT
THEW, ROBERT and ANDREW. 

Coates, William Sr. 
by Bill and Mary Coates 

I, WILLIAM SR. was born July 3, 1867 in Huron 
County, Seaforth, Ontario and came to work for my 
brother John near Virden, in the spring of 1888. On 
May 28, 1889 Matthew Coates, another brother, and 
myself, filed for homesteads on S 24-4-28 and NW 
4-4-27. 

In 1888, the crops were all badly frozen in the 
fall, and the following year those who ploughed their 
land and put it in had no crop to thresh. That year 
Charlie Dobbyn had just cultivated the land where 
the crop had been frozen, put it in and he threshed 
450 bushels of grain; the only grain that was threshed 
in the whole district in 1889. 

I worked for Grieves in 1889 and 1890, came 
back to Melita with a team of oxen and broke the 
backset45 acres on my quarter (4-4-27). While doing 
this I lived with Jim (a brother). 

In the fall of 1892, I went back to visit at Seaforth, 
came back in 1893 and rented a homestead and 
started farming again. I stayed until 1910. I was 
married in 1894 to JANE CRAWFORD at Portage la 
Prairie. 

I worked the Matt Coates' farm for a few years 
and in 1910 bought Dick Richardson's farm 
(10-4-27). I farmed there until 1939 when I moved to 
Melita (to 53 Oak Street). 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Coates Sr. had six children 
and they all grew up on the farm. They were: 

PEARL, who worked in Toronto during the Sec
ond World War, then returned to Melita to live with 
her parents in a little house which later became 
Pearl's Hat Shop after Mrs. Coates passed away in 
1950 and Mr. Coates passed away in 1954. Pearl lived 
in this house until she passed away. 

BILL JR. (separate history). 
Roy, the eldest child born in 1896 was struck by 

lightning and killed at the age of 11 while bringing in 
the cows on the farm. 
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L.-R.: Pearl, Winnie, William Sr., Mrs. Jane, William Jr., Maude 
and Elva Coates. 

ELVA, who married JIM WYATT (see Jim Wy
aU history). 

MAUDE, who married Gordon Everett from En
gland. They lived in Manchester, England during and 
after the war where Gordon was a policeman and 
Maude taught school. They now live in Ramsgate and 
have no children. 

WINNIE, taught school at Fleming, Saskatche
wan. She married Ernie Peterson and they moved to 
Vancouver where they still reside. They have one 
daughter, Karen, who also lives in Vancouver. 

Coates, Bill Jr. 
After BILL COATES JR. finished attending 

school, he worked on various farms in Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan. He married Mary Robertson in 
1926. They farmed on S 10-4-27, northwest of 
Melita, and took over the farm from Mr. and Mrs. 
William Coates Sr. when they moved to the town of 
Melita in the spring of 1940. This was called the 
Woodlawn Farm. 

Bill and Mary Coates had two children, Ronald 
and Donna Jean. Ron joined the army in 1944. After 
the war he worked in Winnipeg, then moved to 
Calgary in 1951. He married Rose Seib from Sas
katchewan. They had two daughters, Carrie and 
Shelley. Rose passed away in 1973. Ron married 
Bertha Layton from Cardston, Alberta and they live 
in Calgary. Carrie lives and works in Calgary. 
Shelley married John Roy from New Glasgow, Nova 
Scotia and now lives in Halifax with their daughter, 
Tara Lynn. 



Donna Jean moved with her parents to Calgary in 
1950. She married Ernie Kaszas in Calgary and lives 
in Calgary presently. They have three children: Cher
yl, Laura and Robert. Cheryl teaches school in 
Whitecourt, Alberta and is married to John Slofstra. 
Laura lives in Calgary. Robert attends school in Cal
gary. (Editor's note: Donna Jean passed away on 
December 28, 1982) 

Bill and Mary Coates left the farm and Melita in 
1950, moved to Calgary and reside there now. 

The following was submitted by Bill Coates Jr. 
William Coates had a frisky horse named Nancy 

that they drove for 29 years. Nancy had a mind of her 
own. It was hard to hold her long enough to load up 
the wagon. Many people refused to ride in the wagon 
when Nancy was harnessed to the wagon. 

The William Coates' barn burned down one sum
mer. There was corn, barley and straw stored. The 
grain got damp and hot and spontaneous combustion 
caused an explosion. The rats left the burning barn 
and some went into the house. Mrs. Coates had corn 
cobs hung upstairs to dry for seed for next spring. 
She heard a banging noise at night but couldn't find 
anything. The next day she discovered all the corn 
was gone. The rats had taken it all and hidden it. The 
noise was the bumping of the corn as the rats rolled 
the cobs down the stairs. 

William Coates' farm in July, 1942: Bill and Ron 
were cutting barley with binder. They heard the storm 
coming and started for the barn. By the time they 
reached the barn it was hailing. Ron put a pail over 
his head and tried to reach the house but couldn't 
stand the noise and turned back to the barn. They 
waited out the storm in the barn. Meanwhile, the 
bedroom window upstairs on the north side of the 
house was broken by the hail. The hail came in the 
bedroom window, down the stairway and into the bay 
window of the dining room. The hail was piled up on 
the north side of the house so high they had to shovel 
it away from the back door so they could get into the 
house. It had been a good crop that year but all was 
lost. 

The following was submitted by Donna Jean 
Kaszas (nee Coates). 

For entertainment during the depression, neigh
bours had dinner at each other's homes, played cards, 
had homemade wine (sometimes), or they went to the 
hall in Elva and played whist and then had a dance. 
Mom and Dad said they were some of the best times 
they ever had. If it was winter with lots of snow the 
cars were stored in the garage and sleighs were used 
until spring. 

When we were kids, we were up to lots of tricks. 
Besides the usual Halloween tricks, in the fall we 
raided gardens and had corn and potato roasts. The 
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potatoes were still pretty raw when we ate them. We 
had crabapple fights in the Sun Cafe and really upset 
poor Lee. 

In the winter we went skating every night at the 
rink. We also went tobogganing and to the hockey 
games. Our feet would get so cold they were numb 
and sore but that didn't seem to bother us. 

Coates, James Barber Sr. 
JAMES BARBER COATES, of Seaforth, On

tario, had come west and filed for a homestead on 
SW20-4-27 in 1888. He received the title in 1891. He 
and MARTHA MARIE PHAIR, of McKillop Town
ship, Ontario, were married on June 17, 1891. 

Their family consisted of five boys and four girls, 
namely: THOMAS, JAMES, JOHN, ROBERT, 
and MATTHEW (not married), MARY MUNRO, 
(see Munro history), MARGARET PHOENIX, 
(see Phoenix history), MARIA McKERCHAR and 
MILLIE ROSS (see Alister Ross history). 

James B. Coates was a great lover of horses. He 
owned and operted a large steam threshing outfit 
until his death in 1917. 

His six brothers followed him to the "Great 
West". William and Matthew settled in the Belfry 
School District; Archie at Lauder; John at Cromer; 
and Robert and Andrew located in the Coates School 
District where they farmed until retirement or death. 

James Coates told of hauling wood from the Tur
tle Mountains for fuel with a team of oxen on a three 
day trip, and also of going to Deloraine for their 
groceries. 

The settlers had trials in crossing the Souris River 
with supplies and fuel. At one time they used the 
ferry which was owned and operated by the late 
James McConnel, who also farmed on 4-4-27. 

Coates, Thomas 
by Ethel Coates 

THOMAS COATES, eldest son of James B. 
Coates and Martha Coates (Phair) was born August 
23, 1895 in Arthur Municipality, on 20-4-29. He 
attended school at Coates and Browns Schools and 
started farming at an early age of 15, on 9-4-28 in the 
Municipality of Edward. His sister Margaret kept 
house. Tom served overseas from June 1918 to June 
1919. He was on leave in Scotland and going to be 
sent to France when Armistice was signed. 

Tom rented the farm to Lou O'Leary, the 1918 
crop, stock and equipment, and in the fall of 1919 
helped other farmer at threshing time. He returned to 
the farm and in 1926 rented it to Herb Nichols. Tom 
farmed his Uncle Bob Coates' farm for one year and 
later sold the farm to George Storey. He moved to the 
Andy Crawford Farm on 27-3-28 in 1927. 



Tom married ETHEL NICHOLS, of Belfry 
School District October 20, 1927. In the spring of 
1933 they moved to 20-3-28 for more pasture, hay 
land and a good well. 1934 was very dry. Herb 
Nichols and Tom went to Grahamdale, Manitoba to 
look for feed. Jim Murray, husband of Cora Turnbull, 
got them land at Birch Bay. They put up feed, return
ing in the fall to take the stock there for the winter. 
Emma Nichols and I spent the summer in the Pierson 
district looking after our own stock, milking cows 
and selling cream. We all spent the winter at Birch 
Bay arriving there October 1, 1934. Our daughter 
FRANCES was born in Grahamdale October 20th. 
We returned in the spring of 1935 and had a lovely 
stand of wheat. This was the year of rust and we had 
no crop so we moved back to 27-3-28. Then in 1946 
we moved south of Elva, and we retired to Pierson in 
1968. Tom passed away February 26, 1974. 

We have a family of four: Alvin, Frances, Sylvia 
and Joyce. They attended Elva, and Roblin Schools 
and then back to Elva school. 

Alvin married Margaret Mason, youngest 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Mason of Melita. 
They have a family of three. Cindy married Ross 
Sullivan and now resides in Calgary, Alberta. 
Michael married Susan Ball. They have one son 
Steven, born October 30, 1981. Kerry is single. 

Frances married John McCannell, youngest son 
of Malcolm and Catherine McCannell of Elva (see 
McCanell history). 

Sylvia married Glen Holmes, eldest son of 
Leslie and Wyn Holmes of Lyleton. They have four 
children, Calvin in Melita; Dwight in Calgary, Al
berta, Neil at home and Kathy in Brandon taking a 
hair dressing course. 

Joyce married Ervin Steinwandt, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Arthur Steinwandt of Russell, Manitoba. Joyce 
was employed in Morrow's Drug Store in Melita 
from 1957-58. They now live in the Village of Bittern 
Lake, Alberta. They have a family of three: Dean is 
an electrician; Debbie does secretarial work in Wet
askiwin, Alberta and Don is attending school at 
Camrose, Alberta. The family is very fond of music. 
Dean plays the guitar, Debbie the piano and Don 
sings in a choir and at concerts and also plays the 
piano. 

Coates, James Jr. 
JAMES COATES, son of James B. and Martha 

Coates, married MARION FORSYTH, the daugh
ter of William and Jane (Glover) Forsyth. Their chil
dren were: Mavis, married to Harry Wyatt, died in 
May of 1980; Merton, married Dorothy Morrow 
and lives in Winnipeg; Donald, married to Jessie 
Wark, at LeRoy, Saskatchewan, died at LeRoy in 
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December 1955; and Doreen, married Melvin Davis 
(see Ed Davis history). 

5e: Q" S 
Coates, John Edward 

On October 15, 1924 JOHN EDWARD 
COATES married HAZEL MARIE ARM
STRONG, (daughter of Stewart Armstrong, born at 
Conowig, Ontario, coming west in the early 1900's and 
Mabel Clara Burrill of Pierson, Manitoba - married 
December 7, 1904). 

John took over the farm, having the quarter sec
tion containing the buildings. Brothers Matthew and 
Robert each had a quarter section adjacent, which 
John farmed for them. 

John and Hazel Coates' 50th Anniversary in 1974. Back Row: 
Linda C., Fred W., Doug C., Les T., Jim C., Ivan T. Next Row: 
Fay W., Audrey C., Ken C., Ruth Wilson, Merton C., Jeannine 
C. Next Row: Mert T., Sheryl T. Next Row: Tannis T., John C., 
Hazel C., Kyle T., Teresa C., Shawn C., Dianne C. 

John and Hazel had a family of five: Merton B., 
H. Audrey, Fay A., Erna B. and Ruth D •. 

In the early 1900's John attended Coates and 
Melita Schools. Once older members were able to 
look after the chores, the parents and younger mem
bers moved to Melita for the winter and the children 
attended Melita School for the winter months. 

John, like his father, was a great lover of horses, 
and also owned and operated a threshing outfit, al
though not run by steam. Everyone did their share of 
chores, milking, pumping water, gardening and the 
stooking which is now a thing of the past. Then came 
the drought and depression of "The Dirty Thirties" 
and a move was made to Birch Bay, Manitoba for a 
bit, along with a few other families. 

Our schooling was at Coates, Browns and Melita 
Schools. At first we walked, later advancing to a 
toboggan-type board behind the pony Laddie, a cut
ter at times, and a buggy in the summer, school 
months. After the pony Laddie came Nellie and a lot 
of people will remember her. There always were 



school field days, picnics, ball games, Christmas 
concerts, and socials for good entertainment. 

In 1962, Merton B. Coates was unable to farm for 
over a year following an operation in Winnipeg. 
During this time the Coates family very much appre
ciated the entire "Browns District" and beyond. An 
entire crew of haying equipment moved onto the farm 
and what is called an old fashioned "haying bee" 
was held. Within a short time they had the hay crop 
stacked and stored. The ladies were on hand to serve 
food to the crew the whole time. A sports benefit day 
was also held at River Park in Melita in July that year. 

In 1964 John and Hazel celebrated their 40th 
Wedding Anniversary, held at the farm home on 
October 11th by the family members able to attend; 
Erna and family of Winnipeg; Audrey and family of 
Estevan, Saskatchewan; Ruth and Fay phoned. 

Hazel's father Stewart Armstrong, who was well 
known in the district, spent a lot of time at the farm 
following his wife Mable's death in December 1952. 
Prior to his retirement in 1948 Stewart conducted his 
blacksmith business in Pierson, Broomhill and 
Souris. His death occurred February 9, 1965 in 
Souris in his 88th year. He had enjoyed the good will 
of a large circle of friends in this part of Manitoba. He 
was an avid curler and would have enjoyed so much 
to have been able to watch his great-great-grandson 
Mert Thompsett's skills at the game. 

In 1968 a family reunion was held on August 
lOth, a first in 17 years. A dinner was held attheOasis 
Restaurant. In 1974 a celebration of John and Hazel's 
50th Anniversary was held in July because of family 
members being able to attend then. A dinner was held 
in Melita Legion Hall, photos were taken and a tea 
followed for friends and neighbours. 

A Melita School Reunion was held in 1979 and 
was a huge success - another eventful time in their 
lives, as was being able to attend seven grand
children's weddings from 1974-1980. 

John enjoyed his family, friends and neighbours 
and was most willing to help anyone in need. He also 
enjoyed music and played the accordian and mouth 
organ. Therefore the family learned to dance and to 
sing the "good old" songs. John spent his entire life 
on the farm with the exception of three years, 
1953-57, when he was the agent for Ogil vie Elevators 
at Tilston, Manitoba, until he retired to Melita in 
1975. He spent almost two years in the Melita and 
Area Personal Care Home and passed away May 1, 
1981 at 80 years of age. 

Merton, the only son, still farms the "home" 
quarter section and other farm land he has obtained. 
He did not marry and lives at 166 Willow Street in 
Melita with his mother. 

Audrey joined the C.W.A.C. in 1944, after 
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which she took up Cosmotology at Winnipeg, 
through the D. V.A. program, and worked at hair
dressing at Fort Frances, Ontario. It was there she 
met her husband Kenneth Bertrand Cairns, who was 
born at Rainy River, and they were married on June 
18,1949. Ken worked for Mel Newman Ltd. (a Ford 
garage dealership) as partsman. Later they moved to 
Rainy River, Ontario where Ken was assistant man
ager at Mel Newman's garage there. 

A son James Kenneth, was born at Rainy River 
on July 14, 1950. A move was made in 1952 to 
Estevan, Saskatchewan when Ken joined his father in 
Cairns Transport. He took over the business in 1972 
and sold it September 1978. 

A second son was born April 21, 1954 and named 
Douglas John (after both grandfathers). In later 
years Audrey hairdressed at Edward's Style Centre, 
Estevan, for over two years, then worked for Dr. 
Dolores M.A. Samuels (Optometrist) for over a year. 
Then in January, 1972 she started at the Estevan 
Comprehensive School where she is still employed at 
this writing. 

James Kenneth Cairns married Helen Marie Jean
nine Glowatski on August 19, 1972 and they have 
three children, Teresa Roselynd, 10 years; Dianne 
Marie, 8 years and Michael James, 5 years. 

Douglas John Cairns married Linda Marie Wil
son in July 1973 and they have one son, Shawn 
Trever, 8 years old. Doug worked at Homco Indus
tries (later called Shelter Industries) for nine years. 
He now works for Computerlog and as of late spends 
a lot of time at oil wells in the Waskada area. 

I, Fay Cairns, was born on my parents' farm on 
February 22, 1928. I took my teacher's training at 
Tuxedo Normal School in Winnipeg. After moving 
to Vancouver, I furthered my education at the Univer
sity of British Columbia. 

While in Manitoba, I taught at Peninsula School, 
Browns School and Lily School, which was just 
south of Souris. My colleagues and students oftoday 
still enjoy hearing about "teaching in a country 
school" . Being my first experiences at teaching, they 
are among my treasured memories. Peninsula, my 
very first teaching assignment, has always held a 
special spot in my heart. I boarded with Frances and 
Jesse Tilbury and it was like a home away from 
home. Frances made such huge meals and her choco
late cake was out of this world! Iris was old enough to 
go to school and Syd was always wanting to get "left 
there" . Doug and Shirley were the wee ones and how 
I adored them. I recall them taking their first steps. 

I could probably name most of the children I 
taught at the time. Other happy memories include 
toboggan parties at the Robson's, Sunday dinner at 
different homes, field days, softball games and 



hockey games with the kids at recess and noon hours 
or board and map games inside when the weather was 
really "blowing" and especially the Christmas con
certs - What fun we had making costumes, decorat
ing, practicing and waiting for the day when the 
platform and the tree were set up and we performed 
for the parents in the evening! The arrival of Santa 
was a happy conclusion. 

In 1949 I married Fred Watson (see Fred Watson 
history). 

Erna Barbara Coates taught a year near Virden. 
After that she resided in Winnipeg and worked in the 
Blue Cross office. Later she was librarian at the 
University of Manitoba and later at Hedge's High 
School as librarian. She died of cancer October 21, 
1974. 

Erna married Elmer John Thompsett at Melita on 
September 22, 1951. Elmer was a coast-to-coast Al
lied truck driver at the time. Erna and Elmer had 
seven children who were all born in Winnipeg. 

Leslie Walter was born June 25, 1952. Alma 
Joan was born June 25, 1955 and married William 
McKenzie on July 19, 1974. They have two sons, 
Chadwick Bryant, born July 9, 1976 and Sean Ken
neth born November 23, 1979 and another child is 
expected in November, 1982. Ivan Perry was born 
April 26, 1957 and married Anne Mooney of 
Wawanesa on October 24, 1981. They have one son, 
John William Perry, born on September 10, 1982. 
Sherly Joy was born July 6, 1959 and helped raise her 
youngest sister and brother after their mother died. 
Merton John was born September 22, 1961 and is 
well known throughout the world because of his 
curling endeavors. Tannis Marie was born April 14, 
1969 and Kyle Nelson was born September 18,1970. 
Ruth (Assistant Vice-President of Security Pacific 
National Bank, Claremont, California) and her hus
band Gerald Wilson (electrican and mechanic) live in 
Los Angeles, California, and have four sons, 
namely: Gerald, Harold, Jonathon and Douglas. 
Three of the sons are married; two are living in Los 
Angeles, Harold in Denver, Colorado and Jonathon 
at New Castle, Colorado. 

Coates, William Robert 
by AIda Sitko) 

WILLIAM ROBERT COATES, son of James 
and Martha, was born May 19, 1903 in Melita. He 
married ALICE MAE KIRKUP, born May 10, 
1906, the eldest child of Margaret and Bert Kirkup. 
She was born in Melita where she took her schooling 
and spent her younger years here. They had two 
daughters, Doreen Annette, born July 8, 1929 and 
one daughter stillborn October 25, 1937. 

They spent many years in Melita. Bob worked as 
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L.-R.: Doreen Reimer, Bob and May Coates. 

a bartender at the Palace and Metropolitan Hotels. On 
July 15, 1941 he joined the Winnipeg Rifles, later 
transfering to the Winnipeg Grenadiers. After a short 
period of training, he was sent to Hong Kong. Here 
he participated in the battle and was taken prisoner by 
the Japenese on December 25, 1941. He spent the 
next three years and ten months unloading gravel and 
making cement blocks for the Japanese. It was a very 
tough life there as there was little to eat and few 
medical supplies. He was released after peace was 
declared and returned to Canada October 13, 1945. 
During this time, Mae was active in the Legion, 
United Church and lodge groups. She worked at the 
Mainland Nursing Home helping Dr. Wilson deliver 
many babies. 

In 1949 they bought the old Loucks home on 
Souris Street from Frank Kelly. They resided there 
until 1961 when they moved to Winnipeg, selling 
their home to L. Miner. In Winnipeg, Bob worked at 
Fort Osborne Barracks. At the present time, they 
reside at the Richmond Gardens, 2900 Pembina 
Highway, Winnipeg. Mae continues to be active and 
participates in the many activities of the block. 

Doreen was born in Melita where she received all 
of her education. After taking a six week's teaching 
course, she taught at Belfry School (a one room 
school west of Melita) from September 1947 to June 
1948. From July 1948 to October 1949 she worked 
for the Beaver Lumber Hardware on Main Street. 
She married John Reimer of Morden, Manitoba, 
where John was manager of The Beaver Lumber Co. 
In 1953, they moved to Winnipeg and John worked 
for Capital Lumber Co., later purchasing it. From 
1966 to 1974, they lived in Cornwall, Ontario, being 
in partnership in the New Parkway Motor Hotel. 
After selling this, they returned to Winnipeg where 
John was still active in the lumber business. He also 
started the P. B. Truss Co. at Stoney Mountain, 
Manitoba, where he is still active at the present time. 



Of this marriage there are four children. Blaine 
Robert John, born December 12, 1950. He married 
Debra James of Ottawa, Ontario July 5, 1975. They 
now reside in Winnipeg and Blaine is manager of P. 
B. Trusses at Stoney Mountain. They have two chil
dren, Jennifer Leanne, born February 1, 1978 and 
David Blaine, born March 19, 1980. Kimberly 
Coates, born April 3, 1956, obtained his education in 
Winnipeg, Cornwall, Ontario and Queens Univer
sity, Kingston, Ontario. He graduated in Science and 
Education and is, at present, teaching at Bonneyville, 
Alberta. Heather Joy, born August 7,1960 obtained 
her education in Cornwall and Winnipeg. She gradu
ated with a Commerce Degree from the University of 
Manitoba in December 1982. She is planning on 
taking her Masters degree and obtaining a position in 
the business world. Michele Gay, born October 28, 
1961, obtained her education in Cornwall and Win
nipeg. At the present time she is attending the Uni
versity of Manitoba working towards a degree in 
education, after which she will teach. 

COATES, ROBERT BARBER 
ROBERT BARBER COATES was born July 

23, 1869 at McKillop Township, Seaforth, Ontario. 
He married MARY ANNE CRAWFORD of Sea
forth. They were married at Melita in 1900. they 
farmed in the Coatland District on 13-4-28. The 
children were all born on the farm, except the young
est girl. The children went to Coatland School except 
for the three youngest. They farmed till 1917 when 
due to Grandpa's poor health, they sold out and 
moved to town. They bought the house now owned 
by Darwin Slack. One more girl was born after they 
came to town, which numbered 10 children. They 
were members of the Presbyterian Church. Robert 
Coates died July 27, 1946 and his wife died August 
25, 1960. They are buried in Melita Cemetery. 

Back, L.-R.: Anne, Bob, Margaret, Clara, Irene, Bella, Mrs. 
Robert Coates and Dorothy in front. (Insert) Robert B. Coates. 
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MARY ALICE was born July 1, 1901 and mar
ried HAROLD ROSS of Melita in November 1927. 
They had a family of six, four girls and two boys. 
They farmed at Inwood, and Argyle, Manitoba. 
Mary died September 1949 and Harold October 
1966. They are buried in Argyle Cemetery. 

MARGARET JANE was born November 20, 
1902 and married CYRUS McCALLUM December 
8, 1925 at Melita. They had six children. One died 
when a baby. Cy worked at the Creamery in Melita as 
a butter maker. In 1941 he took over as Plant Fore
man. He was transferred to Glenboro then to Ontario 
for a short time. He then went to Dauphin where he 
worked until he retired. Margaret died in December 
1972 and Cy in 1976. They are buried in Melita 
Cemetery. 

CLARA JACKSON was born February 27, 
1904, the third child of Robert and Mary Coates. She 
went to Coatland School. After she left Melita, she 
worked in Winnipeg. She was a great cook and did 
lovely hand work. She never married. She died in 
September 1956 and is buried in Melita Cemetery. 

ISABELL E. was born to Robert and Mary 
Coates on a farm in the Coatland District about eight 
miles west of Melita. I attended school there until we 
moved to Melita during World War I in the fall of 
1917. I finished my schooling in Melita and went to 
work in the telephone office, later moving to 
McAuley, Manitoba and then to the Brandon office. 
It was in Brandon I met and married Walter Howell. 
We had three children. Donald and his wife Mar
garet have two children Roxanne and Renee. 
Yvonne and her husband Wes Curtis have three chil
dren Frank, Shayne and Michelle. Leonard and his 
wife Shirley have two children Charlene and 
Christopher. 

I can't remember too much when we were living 
on the farm. I know we had lot of snow storms that 
kept us home from school or we had to be picked up 
early at school before the storm got too bad. Also, the 
great picnics we went to at Murray's farm and the 
good times we had there. I remember the large 
threshing gangs we had at harvest time and I often 
wonder how our mother managed all the meals and 
work besides having to cook for nine children. 

LAURA ROBERTA COATES was born in the 
CoatI and District on the farm February 25, 1909. I 
moved to Melita around 1918 where I attended public 
school until 1925. I left school and worked at Melita 
Telephone Office from 1925 till 1942 when I trans
ferred to Brandon Telephone Office. 

In 1944 I married Arthur Brown in Brandon. We 
had a daughter Laurel in May 1945 and moved to 
British Columbia early in 1946 where we lived in 
Surrey for a number of years. We had another daugh-



ter Jacqueline Ann in 1947 and moved to New West
minster, British Columbia in 1969 where I still 
reside. My husband Arthur passed away in Decem
ber 1977. I now have two granddaughters by my 
daughter Jacqueline and her husband Roger Edgar. 
Their names are Candace and Miranda and they 
reside in New Westminster. My other daughter Laurel 
was married to Bruce Parsons in 1978 and they reside 
in nearby Coquitlam, British Columbia. 

ANNA MAE COATES was born in Coatland 
District on the farm in October 1914. We moved to 
Melita around 1918 where I had my schooling. I 
moved to Brandon at the age of 16 where I worked 
and resided until I married George Everett, in 1937. 
We moved to Winnipeg in 1939 where we had a 
daughter, Donna Gail, born August 1940. My 
daughter and I moved back to Melita around 1944 
where we stayed with my parents till 1947, then we 
moved back to Winnipeg. 

I was divorced in 1948 and remarried in 1950 to 
Red Edginton and moved to Burnaby, British Colum
bia in 1956. My daughter Donna was married in 1959 
to Kenneth Malkoske and they resided in New West
minster, British Columbia. While they lived there 
they had three daughters: Lori-Lyn, born August 
1961; Leigh Ann, born May 1964, and Leslie June, 
born June 1965. They moved to Maple Ridge in 1973 
where they still reside. My granddaughter Lori-Lyn 
was married to Douglas Baker in November 1981 and 
they reside in Coquitlam, British Columbia. 

IRENE was the second youngest child and pres
ently lives at Vancouver. 

DOROTHY WINONA was born in December 
1922, in Melita and educated at Melita Public and 
High Schools. She was employed by Manitoba Tele
phone System and worked in the Melita office from 
1941 to May 1947. She moved to New Westminster, 
British Columbia and married Robert Thomas Ster
ling in Vancouver in September 1948. They moved to 
Saskatchewan in 1951 where four children were born: 
James, Robert (deceased), Terry and Maureen. 
They moved to Victoria, British Columbia in 1969 
and are now residing in Kamloops. The children are 
married and living in Victoria. 

ROBERT ANDREW and JAMES DAVIS 
COATES history follows. 

Coates, Robert Andrew 
ROBERT ANDREW COATES was born De

cember 20, 1910, the first son for Robert and Mary 
Coates after five girls. When he left school, he went 
to work for Lou Davidson, who managed the Beaver 
Lumber. In 1940 he married DOROTHY BISHOP 
of Glen Ewen, Saskatchwan. Two boys were born, 
Wayne and Dennis. In 1936 he started at the Rec1a-
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mation Station and worked till the spring of 1950. He 
moved to town in May 1950 and took over the water 
business from Baldy Cheyne. The water was deliv
ered with horses and a large' tank. The water was 
carried by pail to the houses, cafes, hotels and busi
ness places. The team knew every stop to make and 
were well trained. 

He then got rid of the good old team and bought a 
truck and put a large tank on the back, but water was 
still carried by pail. Then in 1956 the water and sewer 
was put in the town. Bob then was known as Town 
Foreman. He worked 18 years for the town. He died 
December 14, 1973 and is buried in Melita Cemetery. 
His wife Dorothy still resides in Melita. 

Coates, James Davis 
JAMES DAVIS COATES was born October 15, 

1912, the second son of Robert and Mary Coates. He 
went to CoatI and School, then to Melita School. He 
worked for Melita Creamery driving a cream truck. 
He enlisted in January 1942. He enjoyed sports; curl
ing was number one. He died in Red Deer Hospital in 
June 1942 and is buried in Melita Cemetery. 

Cobb, John 
by Ken Cobb 

From the early beginning of the Melita communi
ty up to recent times, different members of the Cobb 
family have been actively concerned with the growth 
and welfare of the town. They have been engaged in 
various business ventures· and have been supporters 
of social and civic changes, where these were 
deemed to be in the best interests of the community, 
and they have expended much time and energy in the 
pursuit of Melita's progress. 

Prior to 1880, JOHN COBB, who was born in 
Lechfield County, Quebec, was engaged in logging 

Mr. and Mrs. John Cobb's 50th Anniversary in 1914. 



and the lumber industry in the Ottawa Valley. In 
1880, along with his wife MARY and their ten chil
dren, he proceeded west to Winnipeg, where he 
obtained contracts to build rail-bed for the C.P.R. 
which was pushing its way west across the prairie at 
that time. During this operation the family was estab
lished at Gopher Creek, near Virden, where the chil
dren obtained schooling. At the conclusion of his 
contract work near Calgary, John Cobb returned to 
Virden and erected a hotel which he operated for a 
few years. In 1890, he decided to move his family to 
Melita, a new town that was springing up approx
imately 40 miles to the south. He sold the Virden 
enterprise to new owners with the intention of build
ing a new hotel in Melita. 

It is to be remembered that the railway did not 
arrive at Melita until 1891 , and so it was necessary to 
haul building materials for the hotel from both Virden 
and Deloraine for part of the construction with horse
drawn wagons over prairie trails. During the period 
of construction, the family, along with the carpenters 
employed at the building site, were housed in a 
double-decker tent. It was situated directly across the 
street from the site of the Metropolitan Hotel. A 
frame lean-to kitchen and two rooms housed the 
family, and from here they prepared the food which 
they served in the large dining room on the ground 
floor. Even at this time, two rooms on the upper deck 
were reserved for any travellers who might need 
accommodation. Upon the arrival of the railway, the 
hotel was completed, the pride of the village and the 
finest of its kind for miles around. 

Cobb, William (Bill) John 
by Ken Cobb 

Of the ten children born to John and Mary, the 
only one to live out his years in the community was 
William John, "BILL" as he was known to his many 
friends. After the completion of the hotel, Bill inter
ested himself in the livery business, and at the same 
time operated a stage-wagon (a four-seated demo
crat) from Virden to Melita, making regular trips 
over the prairie trails. Later he engaged himself in 
farming operations south of the Souris River, across 
from the town. 

In 1901, Bill Cob married MISS MARY ELIZ
ABETH LLOYD, from the Killarney district. To
gether they took over the management of the hotel 
from his retiring father, and for the ensuing years it 
became the social centre of the community. Some
time during the 1920's, Mr. Cobb retired from the 
active management of his hotel business, leasing it 
and eventually selling it to Mr. Briggs. Over the years 
there were many successors, and ultimately this 
property was demolished. Subsequent to his retire-
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ment from the hotel business, Mr. Cobb was engaged 
in many business enterprises, including some years 
of farming and ranching in the West Brenda district. 
His property was located in the valley of the Souris 
River. 

Bill Cobb lived a full life in the Melita communi
ty, and was a real booster for Melita and the sur
rounding district. He was proud of the gradual 
growth of the town and the services it provided to 
southwestern Manitoba, having witnessed its growth 
from the beginning. He was engaged in civic services 
of various kinds, as well as taking part in the ac
tivities of the Board of Trade. Sports, both in par
ticipation and support, were important to him, and 
his name became synonomous over the years with 
the game of curling. 

Bill and Mary Cobb had five children, one girl 
and four boys: Muriel, Jack, Bryson, TY and Ken. 
A brief account of their histories follows. 

Muriel, the only daughter, spent her early years in 
Melita and engaged herself in the teaching profession 
in various communities in Manitoba. In 1927, she 
transferred her activities to Vancouver, where she is 
enjoying a long life of many different enterprises. 
Her marriage to Jack Orrange gave her a family of 
one girl, Lorraine, and one son, Lloyd. 

Cobb, John Gordon (Jack) 
by Ken Cobb 

John Gordon Cobb (Jack) was the first born, and 
lived most of his life in Melita. After his school 
years, he attended university in Winnipeg, and after 
that was employed for a few years in a bank in 
California. Most of his business life, upon his return 
from California, was spent in the automotive indus
try. Originally working for Dave Lamont as a man
ager, and subsequently in partnership with his 
younger brother Ken, he purchased the dealership 
which operated for many years as Cobb Motors Ltd. 

Jack was Mayor of the Town for many years, and 
played a large part in promoting the installation of 
water and sewer in the town. In 1958, and upon the 
death of Art Ross, he offered himself to the Con
servative Party as a candidate for election, thereby 
obtaining a seat in the Provincial Legislature. His 
tenure was, however, cut short due to his failing 
health, and he died in 1959. 

His marriage to school teacher Flora 
McGregor, originally from Carnduff, Saskatche
wan, gave him a family of two sons, Bill and Bob. 
They were raised in Melita, then moved to the west 
coast, where they both became very successful in the 
business community as chartered accountants. 



Cobb, William Bryson 
by Ken Cobb 

William Bryson Cobb spent his early life in 
Melita engaging in many sporting activities, par
ticularly the game of curling, and won many tro
phies, of which he was justly proud. For many years, 
he was an accomplished baritone hom player and 
devout member of the town band. After living for 
many years in the Winnipeg, Bryson retired to the 
West coast. He remained single throughout his life
time, and died shortly after his retirement, in 1979. 

Cobb, lYrus Raymond (lY) 
by Ken Cobb 

lYrus Raymond Cobb was educated in Melita 
and Napinka. He left the community at the age of 17 
to enter the services of the bank, and lived and 
worked in many communities in Manitoba and On
tario. After completing a period in the R.C.A.F. Ty 
moved to Vancouver, where he became very success
ful in the business community as a chartered accoun
tant. At the conclusion of wartime services, he 
married Mildred Faulkner of Dryden, Ontario, and 
from this union was given two daughters, Linda and 
Marlene and one son, Stevie. Among his many lei
sure activities, the game of curling remains his first 
choice. 

Cobb, Kenneth Carlyle 
by Ken Cobb 

Kenneth Carlyle Cobb, the youngest family 
member, enjoyed his childhood days in Melita in the 
comfort of his large family. This education was ter
minated in the middle of the depression, when he 
found it necessary to move to Alberta to obtain 
employment. He remained in that province for a 
number of years. Among other things, he was em
ployed in a responsible position in the construction of 
the Alaska Highway. In 1945, he returned to Melita 
to enter into business with his older brother, Jack. 
Together they purchased the garage from Dave La
mont, and operated the business under the name of 
Cobb Motors Ltd. This enterprise held his attention 
until 1979, at which time the business was turned 
over to successors. 

Another major enterprise he was engaged in was 
the construction and operation of the Oasis, a restau
rant and service station at the junction of Highways 
No.3 and No. 83. This consumed much of his time 
and energy until it was sold in 1971. 

In 1946, Ken married Phyllis Elma 'fribe, the 
only child of Roy and Ada Tribe, who were residents 
of Melita at the time. From this union, a family of 
four was born. Thomas Michael (Tom) and three 
daughters, Mary lane, Phyllis Lynn and Myrna 

484 

Louise. All four children were raised and educated in 
Melita, and then left the area after the completion of 
Grade 12; Tom and Lynn to attend university in 
Winnipeg, Jane to attend university in Victoria and 
Vancouver, and Myrna to attend Camosun College in 
Victoria. After many years of extensive travel and 
study, Tom is presently teaching English at the Uni
versity of Victoria. Jane is a professional librarian, 
and is working in Vancouver. After studying French 
at the University of Manitoba, Lynn went to live in 
France, where she met and subsequently married 
Herve du Puytison. They now operate an equestrian 
centre a few kilometres west of Limoges, France. 
After achieving her diploma in Applied Commu
nications, Myrna worked as an Audio-Visual Tech
nician in the Vancouver area, and is presently 
continuing her studies at the University of British 
Columbia. In later years, Ken and Elma also moved 
to the west coast, taking up residence in Victoria. 

Ken and Elma Cobb enjoyed the Melita com
munity, and were pleased to be able to raise their 
family in such an environment. In addition to the 
usual involvement, much of their time and effort was 
devoted to the betterment of the community, in vari
ous ways. Elma, having been blessed with a beautiful 
singing voice, used her talent in entertaining many 
and various gatherings of people, and in conducting 
singing groups. For a period of time, she was active 
in the Eastern Star, serving as Worthy Matron, as her 
mother had done before her. Ken similarly enjoyed 
many years of association with the Masonic Order, 
serving a term as Master, as did his brother Jack and 
father Bill ~efore him. Along with others, he formed 
the Kinsmen Club in Melita, was a charter member, 
and served as president and in other offices as well. 
The Chamber of Commerce activities demanded 
much of his time, and he served here in many capaci
ties, including president. Before the formation of 
school divisions, Ken spent a number of years on the 
Elementary School Board, acting as chairman for a 
good part of that time. It was during his tenure that 
the school band came into being. It was the forerun
ner of that worthwhile program that exists today. 
Sporting activities also received some of his atten
tion, and in his early years Ken was involved in 
Curling and Golf Clubs. 

For the many years of involvement, for the pleas
ant times, and for the interesting challenges 
Thank you, Melita. 

Cocquyt, Paul 
PAUL COCQUYT was born in Belgium Decem

ber 6, 1871 the youngest child of a family of six. 
After finishing his education he served his four year 
term in the cavalry_ 



Paul and Julie Cocquyts 60th Anniversary in 1954. 

In 1894 he married Mother, the former JULIA 
KERSEBELK and took up farming. After several 
years, the stories that Canada was such a promising 
country and had work for everyone, persuaded them 
to sell there small farm. Mr. Cocquyt came out in 
April 1907 and Mrs. Cocquyt followed in July of the 
same year with the family of four, namely: BER
NARD, MARY, MARTHA AND ANDREW. At 
that time Paul was working for Alex McDougald at 
Medora. The family hadn't been there too long when 
tragedy hit them and they lost their two youngest, 
Martha and Andrew, with typhoid fever. They are 
buried in Medora Cemetery. 

To this union four more children were born: AN
DREW (1908); POLLY (1910); MAURICE (1913); 
and MARGUERITE (1914). 

In 1908 they decided to go farming and rented the 
A. E. Cameron place in the Princess District where 
they farmed for 17 years. About 1913 Paul and his 
friend went west looking for a homestead around the 
Assiniboine District in the Saskatchewan. His friend 
stayed and he returned. In 1925 they moved to the 
Tom Wright farm on 34-2-26 in the Verona District. 

In 1934 the family moved to Norquay, Saskatche
wan because of the hardships we faced in this area. 
By this time all the family were married except 
Maurice and Pauline. They put in one crop and de
cided to come back: rented the 1. Perry Place on 
27-2-26 where they farmed until retirement in 1941. 
After enjoying several years in Melita, Mrs. Coc
quyt, due to ill health, became a patient in the 
Shamrock Nursing Haven, in Killarney. A year later 
Mr. Cocquyt sold out and moved to the Lakeview 
Home in the same town to be near his wife. He made 
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his home there for 12 years. A dinner was held at the 
Lakeview Home for the family in honour of their 
parents' 70th Anniversary, but the one sorrowful note 
was that Mrs. Coycquyt could not enjoy the event as 
she was too ill to attend. She passed away in October 
1964 and is buried in the Melita Cemetery. 

Mother had been a wonderful person: very 
thoughtful, seldom ever complaining, and her enjoy
ment in life was her home, her children and grand
children. She spent many hours knitting for the Red 
Cross during the First World War and received Silver 
Thimble in recognition for the many pairs of socks 
she had knit. 

Mr. Cocquyt celebrated his 101st birthday at the 
Lakeview home in Killarney in reasonably good 
health. Later he was moved to the Virden Nursing 
Home where he passed away on November 27, 1972, 
two weeks short of his 102nd birthday. 

Mary married FIRMIN LEPOUDRE and they 
had two children, Maurice and Helen. They are both 
deceased. 

Andrew married ALICE VANBESELAERE 
(see Andrew Cocquyt history). 

Pauline married BILL BARBOLAK of Beause
jour, Manitoba. They farmed south of Melita on 
4-3-26 and are now retired. Their only son, John, 
resides with them and works Mrs. Jean Wilson's 
farm. 

Maurice married BERTHA VANDAELE (see 
M. Cocquyt's history). 

Marguerite married MAURICE VAN
BESELAERE (see M. V. Vanbeselaere history). 

Cocquyt, Bernard 
BERNARD, the eldest son of Paul and Julia 

Cocquyt, was born in 1895. He came to Canada as a 
young lad of 12 with the family. He served with the 
navy in the First World War and was a survivor on the 
ship Niobi in the Halifax explosion. 

He married MARTHA COTTENIE of Kam
sack, Saskatchewan and farmed in the Verona District 
for several years until they moved to Kamsack. There 
they farmed and Bernard worked for the CN for 20 
years. 

They raised a family of four, namely: Maurice, 
who resides in Montreal; Marguerite (Sembaluk) 
lives in Edmonton; Henry at Kelowna, British Co
lumbia; and Yvonne (Tabolotny) in Australia. 
Yvonne completed her high school education in 
Melita, worked in the telephone office for some time 
and later graduated as an R.N. from the St. Boniface 
Hospital in Winnipeg. She married Jim Tabolotny 
of Melita and they are now residing in Klemzig, 
Australia. They have three children, two boys and a 
girl. 



After the death of his wife Martha, Bernard mar
ried ELAINE, the former MRS. VANDEN
BOSHE, at one time a resident of Melita. She had 
worked for Tony Kwolek who was section foreman. 
Bernard and Elaine returned to Melita after their 
marriage in 1965 and lived on Willow Street. Elaine 
passed away in 1970 and Bernard in November, 1971. 

In 1967 the Cocquyt family had five generations 
of males living in Canada. The chance of this hap
pening is one in thirty million. They were Paul, 
Bernard, his son Maurice, his son Bari, and his son 
Gregg. 

Cocquyt, Andrew 
ANDREW COCQUYT was born June 17, 1908 

in the Medora area, the fifth child of Paul and Julia 
Cocquyt. In 1908 the family moved to the Princess 
School District (north ofWaskada) to the farm of A. 
E. Cameron, where his boyhood years were spent. 
His education was received at Princess and Melita 
Schools. 

Andrew Cocquyt family. L.-R.: Laura and Cornie, Jean and 
Andy, Alice and Andrew, Judy and Dave. 

Due to a shortage of farm workers during the First 
World War he took on farm work at a very early age. 
He still has a great love for steam engines which he 
helped fire up at threshing time. 

On November 6, 1929 he married ALICE MAR
GUERITE VANBESELAERE, daughter of Victor 
and Sidonie Vanbeselaere of the Melita District. 
They were married in the Sacred Heart Church in 
Melita. 

Their first home was on 1-3-26 where they lived 
for one year. It was here that their first daughter, 
Laura Mary Klassen (See Cornie Klassen history) 
was born on August 24, 1930. They then moved to 
32-2-26 where they lived till Octoberof1933. While 
living there their second daughter Margaret Jeanne 
(Serruys) was born on January 25, 1933 (see Andrew 
Serruys history). 
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In October 1933, due to the dryness and clouds of 
grass hoppers, they moved to Norquay, Saskatche
wan where they farmed for the next 12 years. While 
in Norquay their third daughter, Eleanor Julie Anne 
"Judy" (Komar) was born, on January 4, 1944. 

On June 17, 1945 they purchased section 28-3-26 
in the Melita area onto which they moved in October, 
1945. There they spent many happy years of hard 
work as all the buildings had to be rebuilt or renewed. 
They farmed till April 1962 when they moved to a 
new home in Melita. Andrew worked at carpentry 
and odd jobs for a number of years. They spent many 
hours beautifying their home grounds. 

Now in later years they both are very active with 
the Golden Age Club and spend many happy hours 
there participating in all activities. 

Judy (Cocquyt) received all her schooling in 
Melita. She graduated from St. Boniface School of 
Nursing in 1965, then worked at Virden Hospital for 
one year before going to Brandon to work. On April 
1,1967 Judy married David Komar of Brandon. Dave 
is the youngest son of Michael and Zophia Komar 
and was born June 30, 1942 in Brandon. Dave is 
employed by the CPR in Brandon and Judy works at 
the Brandon General Hospital. They have three chil
dren: Barry Lee, born August 16, 1967; a chosen son 
Shayne David, born June 17, 1975; and a daughter 
Christine Lynne, born October 30, 1976. 

Cocquyt, Maurice 
MAURICE was born in the Princess District on 

January 27, 1913, a son of the late Paul and Julie 
Cocquyt. He received his education at Princess and 
Verona Schools. After finishing school he farmed 
with his father until his marriage in 1938 to 
BERTHA VANDAELE of the Chesterfield District, 
eldest daughter of the late Jules and Marie Vandaele. 

In the spring of 1939 they started farming on 
34-3-26. In 1942, when Mr. Vandaele decided to 
retire, they took over the home place on 2-3-26 where 
Larry and Della Cocquyt reside today. We eventually 
purchased the land. 

In the spring of 1950 we decided to move into the 
town of Melita and purchased a vacant lot on Elm 
Street and during that summer had a new home built 
there where I still reside today. Maurice continued 
farming from town with hired help until the boys 
were of age and took over, but he was always there 
with a helping hand which was thoroughly appreci
ated. 

Our family consisted of two boys and one girl: 
Larry Paul, Terrance William and Debra Ann 
Lee. 

Debra received her early education at the Melita 
Schools. She attended the University of Manitoba for 



one year and then graduated as a Radiologist Techni
cian from the Health Science Centre in 1979. She 
accepted a position at the Churchill Health Centre 
which served the Churchill area and the Keewatin 
District of the Northwest Territories. There she met, 
and married Alan Johnson on February 21, 1981 and 
they have a daughter named Nicole Lee Anne, born 
December 26, 1981. Alan is engaged as Industrial 
Mechanic at the Harbors Board and was recently 
made foreman. Debbie was always interested in out
door life, and enjoys her swimming, jogging, etc. 

Maurice and Bertha made many a trip to various 
places during the winter months with the company of 
the friends and Bertha is still able to talk of the good 
times we had on those trips. During our years in 
Melita we took part in various projects and activities. 
Maurice served terms on the Chesterfield and Melita 
School Boards, as a member of the Manitoba Pool, 
and as an avid curler for years. Both were loyal 
church members and enjoyed square dancing. I was a 
member of the Hospital Aid, being on the sewing 
committee with Francis Tilbury when the hospital 
opened. I was Secretary-Treasurer of the Chesterfield 
School Board for 15 years before the school district 
consolidated with Melita. 

In 1978 relatives and friends celebrated our 40th 
Wedding Anniversary with us. Maurice was already 
stricken with cancer; he passed away in October, 
1979. 

Cocquyt, Larry Paul 
Larry Paul was born in 1939 in Deloraine Hospi

tal and received his schooling at Chesterfield and 
Melita School. After graduating he attended Success 
Business College in Winnipeg and was employed 
there for a few years. There he met Della Cayer, 
eldest daughter of Blanche and Roaul Cayer of Emo, 
Ontario who completed an l.B.M. course at Success 
College and was employed by Ducks Unlimited in 
Winnipeg. On April 4, 1964 they were married and 
Larry decided he preferred country life to city and 
decided to farm, renting and home place from his 
father. They lived in a trailer for several years and 
built a new home in 1968. In recent years they pur
chased the land. They have four daughters: Jacquie, 
born in 1965; Joella, born in 1966; Jamie born in 
1971; and Jennijer born in 1973, all attending Melita 
elementary and high schools at the time of writing. 

Cocquyt, Terrance William 
Terrance William was born in 1947 at Mrs. 

Forsyth's Nursing Home in Melita and received his 
education at Melita School. After graduating from 
Grade XII he took the Diploma Course in Agriculture 
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at the University of Manitoba and accepted a job 
doing soil testing at the lab. 

On October 4, 1969 he married Sylvia Edgar, 
youngest daughter of Al and Ila Edgar of Lyleton, 
who now reside in Brandon. Sylvia graduated in 
physiotherapy from the University of Manitoba and 
received the Gold Watch Award. She worked at the 
Health Science Centre for a year and later in the 
Canadian Arthritic and Rheumatism Society in the 
area. They too returned to the land and farmed on 
11-3-26 which was the Adolphe Vandaele estate 
where they reside today. Their family consists of two 
boys and two girls: Sam, born in 1973; Jose, born in 
1975; Andrew, born in 1977; and Christine born in 
1979. 

Larry and Terry Cocquyt are engaged in mixed 
farming and in recent years have purchased the land 
where Terry and Sylvia are living today. 

Cole, Clayton 
submitted by Carman Cole 

The CLAYTON COLE family came from Percy 
township, Northumberland County, Ontario, in the 
spring of 1911 to the Jim Ketcheson farm, 17-4-26, 
where they farmed for seven years. Grandfather 
Berswitherick had come to 30-4-26, known as the 
Hope farm, several years previously. 

In 1919, Clayton moved with his family to the 
Pete Wetterauer farm on 18-5-26 at Bede, remaining 
there for 14 years. ARTHUR, ARNOLD, CAR
MAN AND ALMA were born in Ontario; EARLE 
at Melita, VICTOR and NORMA at Bede. Norma 
passed away in 1926 at the Children's Hospital in 
Winnipeg at the age of four years. Three members of 
the family survive. 

Arthur, Arnold and Carman started school to
gether at West Brenda, later attending Bede School. 

In 1932 the family moved to Pierson where they 
farmed for four years. Mrs. Cole passed away in 1934 
in Brandon Hospital. In 1936 Clayton had a sale and 
returned to Ontario. Alma, Arnold, Earle and Victor 
made their homes in Ontario. Earle married Eleanor 
Cratter and lived at St. Catherines; Victor married 
Jessie Bosivick. Alma, Arthur and Arnold never 
married. Arthur lives at the Lodge in Melita and 
Alma is retired in Toronto, Ontario. Arnold, Earl and 
Victor deceased in Ontario. 

Alister Ross was the first boy we got to know as 
he rode past our place every day on horseback to 
water their cattle. Some of my early memories in
cluded, in about 1914, watching Gordon Cheyne 
move the buildings, with a stearn engine, from north
east to southwest 7-4-26. 

One incident I won't forget was when Billie 
Clarke's little mare "Minnie Cole" ran away with the 



buggy as he stopped to close the gate. She went 
straight into our barn, buggy and all! 

Other neighbours I remember were John Drury, 
Percy Greaves, Byron Demorest, Bert Clifford and 
Ted Sykes. 

Cole, Carman 
CARMAN farmed the L. Savage farm on 

34-4-27 from 1935 to 1945. On November 16, 1937 
he married ETHEL PAXTON (see William Paxton 
history). In 1945 they moved to 14-2-27 in the Penin
sula District moving again in 1947, to 5-1-25 in the 
Coulter District where they still farm. 

Coleman, James Murray 
JAMES MURRAY (Red) Coleman was born Jan

uary 12, 1918, the third eldest son of Williamina and 
George Melford Coleman of Waskada. He received 
his education at Waterloo School. 

When times were hard Murray left school and 
home to find work. During World War II he joined 
the R.C.A.F. and was stationed in England. 

After the war, "Red" (as he became known in 
Melita) worked in Musson's Meat Market. Later he 
farmed in the Peninsula District. When he quit farm
ing he worked in Melita Pro Hardware, owned by 
Walter Woods Ltd. with Delmer Loucks as manager. 

In 1962 Red married LORNA HAINSWORTH of 
Waskada. She was a teacher in Melita. In 1965 they 
had a daughter, LEAH LOUISE. 

As time went on Red worked as partsman in 
different implement agencies. 

In August 1975 Red built Red's Kitchen for take
out orders, the specialty being fried chicken, but in 
July 1976 had to give it up because of poor health. 

In 1977 to 1978 he sold Rawleigh products and 
was custodian for the United Church. 

Red died suddenly at home, on April 30, 1978. 
Red was always interested in sports. He enjoyed 
baseball, curling, golfing and in later years he be
came an avid bowler. 

Lorna taught at Princess School and Souris be
fore coming to Melita in 1954 where she taught for 10 
years. She belonged to a young women's church 
group called Jr. V's and was interested in helping 
with children's church groups such as Explorers, 
Messengers and Sunday School. She also enjoyed 
helping with 4-H. 

Leah at the present time is receiving her educa
tion at Melita Collegiate. Her interests lie towards 
4-H work, youth groups and Junior Choir. On 4-H 
Rally day in June 1982 Leah was the recipient of the 
Gold Watch Award. 

(Editor'S note: Leah died tragically in a car acci
dent July 7, 1982.) 
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Coleman, William 
In the spring of 1947 BILL and his brother, Orvel, 

both born at Waskada sons of George and Williamina 
Coleman, rented a farm on 23-2-27 in the Peninsula 
District from Everett Moore and later they rented 
Everett's other frum on 34-2-27 and farmed both for a 
number of years. They lived on these in the summer 
months and returned to their parental home for the 
winter. Both enjoyed sports very much and played 
ball with Browns Ball Team, taking in many sports 
days. Previous to farming, Bill was overseas in 
World War II from 1941-45 in the Armored Tank 
Corps, serving with the Lord Strathcona Horse Regi
ment. 

On October 20, 1951 Bill married EVELYN 
McRAE, eldest daughter of James B. and Lila 
McRae of Elva. Evelyn had worked as a typist in 
Winnipeg for two years previous. We lived on 
34-2-27 for ten years. Orvel stayed with us for the 
first five summers till he married Alice Elliot (daugh
ter of William and Maude (nee Hamilton) Elliot. On 
long week-ends and throughout the summer that little 
house was full of company and everyone had such 
good times. An annual event that was much enjoyed 
was Hallowe'en night and we were visited by the 
younger generation of the district, often on mis
chievious adventures. Sometimes there were older 
ones to harness the cows, barricade the house, etc. 

There was no water on that farm, needless to say 
it all had to be hauled. The stock could drink down at 
the river in the summer but it meant chopping ice 
daily in the winter and that wasn't any easy task. 
Some winters were very severe and for a few weeks 
in the winter of 1956 the snow was so deep, one 
member of each family in Peninsula District was 
taken by bombadier once a week to town to get 
groceries, etc. 

During the first winters we were married, we 
followed some of the hockey games and one night in 
particular we were going to see Pierson play. The sun 
had gone down very red and yet it was a beautiful 
evening. We left home by team and sleigh and went 
as far as Bill Elliot's and from there by car. We had 
coffee at Elliot's on our return and when we went to 
come home by team a terrible storm had come up. We 
had Gordon McRae with us and we dropped him off 
at the top of the hill. From there he walked home. We 
couldn't see him once he left the sleigh. Our horses 
took us to the end of our lane but the snow was too 
deep and we went a little further on. The horses 
wanted to tum in at the lane but when Bill didn't let 
them they were lost in the field and so were we. After 
some time we crossed the lane and the only way we 
knew I was holding a flashlight down by the box and 
saw the ruts of the road. When we finally got to the 



house the horses' faces and eyes were almost covered 
by snow. That was one experience we wouldn't wish 
to repeat. On September 28, 1961 we moved to the 
Alonzo Robson farm. 

On August 11, 1954 our first baby, KAREN 
LEE, was born at Gainsborough, Saskatchewan. She 
was flown by Cliff Reddaway and Bill to Children's 
Hospital in Winnipeg where she passed away Sep
tember 10,1954. KERRY WILLIAM was born on 
January 22, 1956 and LYNN RAE on August 4, 
1958, also at Gainsborough. They took their school
ing in Melita, completing Grade XII. They both 
participated in track and field, baseball, hockey and 
curling. 

Kerry worked on the Good Roads for awhile and 
then went as a meat cutter in LG.A. in Pilot Mound. 
On May 27, 1978 he married Karen Lynn Thordar
son of Sinclair and they have two daughters, Brandie 
Eileen and Christie Lynn. 

Lynn joined the Melita 4-H Beef Club of which 
he was a member for ten years and then was a Man
itoba 4-H Ambassador for four years. Lynn received 
his Diploma in Agriculture at the University of Man
itoba in 1982 and is now working in the Plant Science 
Division in the University of Manitoba. 

Colquhoun, James Edwin 
compiled in loving memory by Jean Forster 

MR. and MRS. JAMES EDWIN COLQUHOUN 
and their daughter BETTY came west from Col
quhoun, Ontario in 1906 to settle southeast of Delo
raine. Mr. Colquhoun had twin brothers, Sam and 
Martin living in Deloraine and a brother Donald in 
Gainsborough, Saskatchewan. In 1909 Mr. and Mrs. 
Colquhoun purchased 9-2-26 from David Smith. 
Mrs. Colquhoun passed away in 1912. Mr. Col
quhoun remarried Miss EMILY SPROULE of Ottawa 
in 1914 and together they brought her three nephews, 
Arthur, Tom and Harry west to live with them in 
1915. Mr. Colquhoun passed away in 1942 and Mrs. 
Emily Colquhoun in 1952. 

Betty Colquhoun married WILLIAM G. FOR
STER in January 1926. See (William G. Forster 
history). 

Combs, Mrs. Garth 
I, JILL, was born on a farm in the Dry River 

district near Mariapolis, Manitoba. I was the fifth 
child of a family of eight children of the late Mr. and 
Mrs. Albert Lebeau. I attended Zephyr School where 
I received my first ten years of schooling (Grades IX 
and X by correspondence) and graduated at Brux
elles High School in 1944. 

Anyone born and raised during the depression or 
more commonly referred to as the "Dirty Thirties" 
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Garth Combs family. Back: Garth. Jill. Front: Brian. Joanne. 
Keith. 

knows the hardships that were experienced. There 
was no hydro in those days and light was provided by 
mellow kerosene lamps and those more fortunate 
also had gasoline lanterns. There was no central 
heating or insulated homes and during severe cold 
spells, it was not unusual to see ice in the water jug in 
the mornings. 

Evening recreation consisted of reading the 
"Free Press Weekly Prairie Farmer" and the "West
ern Producer" or playing cards. Friends and family 
get-togethers were quite frequent. The arrival of a 
battery operated radio suddenly opened up a whole 
new world of music, news and "Lux Radio The
atre. " 

Travelling in winter was mainly by sleigh, 
closed-in van with a heater, or a cutter. In spring or 
muddy weather a wagon or buggy was used as roads 
were poorly gravelled, if gravelled at all. However, 
most of the time a car was used in good road weather. 
My first recollection of same, being an open Model
T Ford. 

Summer holidays were a glorious time. First 
came the arrival of fresh garden produce, then came 
berry picking time, and canning was the order of the 
day! By far the most exciting time was harvest time 
with the jovial threshing crews and magnificent 
meals of fresh roasts, the yeasty aroma of lots of 
freshly baked bread with golden butter, new po
tatoes, cobs of sweet com, fresh apple pies and dark 
chocolate cake. 

Then came fall and back to school; the fact that 
we played softball at recess and lunch hour was an 
incentive to attend school regularly. The best players 
were then picked to play against the neighbouring 
schools. and this was a real challenge and I must say 



the competition was very keen! I was fortunate to be 
one of the team. The arrival of the Christmas cata
logues put out by Eatons and Simpsons were what 
dreams were made of. By summer they were rele
gated to the outhouse and put to practical use. Al
though money was very scarce in those days we had 
our good times. The Christmas concerts and school 
picnics were the highlights of the year. 

After graduation I attended a six week course at 
United College in Winnipeg and obtained a "per
mit" to teach. In 1947 I attended Teacher's College in 
Winnipeg, known as Manitoba Provincial Normal 
School, since it was the only faculty of it's kind at that 
time. After graduation, I taught at Chesterfield 
School in the Melita area for two years. I boarded 
with Harvey and Hazel Robson. Mr. 1. A. George 
was school inspector. Those were two enjoyable 
years but not without their "ups and downs" . In 1949 
to 1951 I went to teach at Thirlstane School in the 
Deloraine District. There I met and married Garth 
Combs of that district in 1951. Garth is the only son of 
the late Ira and Greta Combs. Garth was born Sep
tember 10, 1922. Following his discharge from the 
army in 1946, Garth started farming on the family 
farm. 

On April 12, 1952 our daughter, JOANNE DE
NISE was born on November 16, 1953 our son 
KEITH ALEXANDER arrived on the scene. The 
surprise of the district was on August 4, 1963 when 
our second son, BRIAN GARTH was born. Joanne 
married Murray Sheppard and lives in Prince Rupert, 
British Columbia. Keith at Calgary, married Connie 
Feller and they have a son Jason. Brian took his 
schooling at Gibsons where he still resides. Those 
were busy years since I was not only busy raising a 
family but continued teaching as well. I taught at 
Kirkwood, Deloraine and again at Thirlstane school 
making a total of 19 years in Manitoba. 

In 1969 we left Deloraine and moved to Gibsons, 
British Columbia. This is the area where the C.B.C. 
Television Series "The Beachcombers" if filmed. 
Garth is employed with the British Columbia Ferries 
and I am completing my 14th year as a Grade I 
teacher at Gibsons Elementary School. 

Since I started my teaching career, which has 
spanned four decades, there have been many changes 
in the world, from the development of atomic energy, 
the bomb, computers, T. V. video games, space ex
ploration, man's landing on the moon, supersonic 
flight, etc. , all of which have had an effect on educa
tion, and indeed, upon children being raised today. 

It seems to me that various innovations, Le. new 
mathematics, work books, slickertextbooks, educa
tional gadgets, etc., have done little to improve the 
learning abilities of the students. In fact, in many 
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ways, the children today are emotionally and intel
lectually more immature, in spite of all the sophisti
cated gadgetry. 

But what hasn't changed is the need for the basics 
commonly known as the 3R's, no matter what 

terminology is used. 
Thank goodness the pendulum is swinging back 

in that direction even for those who believed 
students should "do their own thing." 

Corbett, Art 
ART, Myrna and Maureen Corbett moved to 

Napinka in July 1966 where Art is employed as an 
operator with the CPR. Art, son of Mr. and Mrs. Bill 
Corbett of Crystal City, married MYRNA BROWN, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Walker Brown of Killarney 
in 1949. 

During his 35 years as an employee of the CPR, 
and previous to coming to Napinka, other stations, 
where he worked were Marquette, Binscarth, Snow
flake and Rosenfeld. 

MAUREEN, only daughter, took the last three 
years of her education at Melita Collegiate. In 1972 
she married Ed Overland who is with the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police and they now live in Win
nipeg. They have two children, Christine, born in 
1974 and Brandon (B.J.) born in 1977. 

Cosgrove, Thomas 
by Roxy per D. K. Cosgrove 

Thomas Cosgrove was born in Ireland in 1816 and 
then he emigrated to Chesley County, Ontario where 
his son, JAMES B., was born on December 20, 1849. 

In 1882, unhappy with the problems of Ontario, 
especially overpopUlation, James organized a group 
of 32 young men like himself and settled in southwest 
Manitoba between the present locations of Melita, 
Napinka and Deloraine. He had married MARY 
VAIL in Ontario and they had 12 children as detailed: 

WILFRED REID, born October 12,1882 (sepa
rate history). 

JOSEPH GIBSON, born May 31, 1884, died 
October 6, 1970. 

JAMES SINCLAIR, born July 12, 1886, died 
May 30, 1972; married Roxy Bride. 

ANNIE MABEL, born June 4, 1888, died Sep
tember 11, 1959; married Dr. Durward Stratton. 

GEORGE THOMAS, born June 19, 1889, mar
ried Rhoda Adamson. 

JOHN RUSSELL, born November 13, 1890, 
died December 17, 1912. 

HENRY STANLEY, born June 21, 1892, died 
March 17, 1893. 

ALBERT VAIL, born March 21, 1893, died 
September 25, 1918. 



WALTER GOLDWIN, born December 5, 
1895, died June 9, 1975; married Ellen Hanson. 

ALEXANDER GRANT, born December 9, 
1897, died November 11, 1965; married Jean 
McDonald. 

BERTHA MATILDA, born September 8, 1899; 
married Robert McCourt. 

ROGER ROBLIN, born ArB 25, 1901, died 
Septemer 17, 1965; married Laura Moray. 

During his 18 years in Melita, James was the 
Massey-Harris agent. In 1905, he moved his family 
to Lyleton and continued his business there. 

From 1915, at which time he moved to Winnipeg, 
to 1925 he was an Inspector for the Pure Foods 
Division of the Government. James was an active 
member of the community in every way. He was a 
member of the Lyleton Chapter of the 1.0.0.F. and a 
member of the Melita L.0.L. Politically active, he 
will always be remembered for his strong support of 
the Conservative party. 

James B. Cosgrove was a valued member of our 
community and one of the many pioneers who ven
tured to Manitoba in the hopes of finding a better life 
for the future. 

Cosgrove, Wilfred Reid 
In 1883, the family moved on to Medora and then 

to Moosomin where James was the Massey-Harris 
Agent. The family eventually moved back to Man
itoba and settled at Melita, and then to a large farm 
east of Lyleton. Wilfred, better known as FRED to 
friends and loved ones, apprenticed at Hewitt's Drug
store. 

He attended Pharmacy College in Winnipeg for 
two years. During those college days he was very 
active in sports, especially hockey and soccer. 

Upon graduating, Fred returned home to Lyleton 
and then moved to Napinka where he settled to raise a 
family. He married ERNESTINE CABLE in 1908 
and they had a family of five. His family is as fol
lows: 

Durward Keith, born October 6, 1909; married 
Thelma Ruth Donovan in 1939. 

Gertrude Ernestine, born April 18, 1911; mar
ried Elvin Gower in 1942. 

Jack Wilfred, born August 15, 1915; married 
Salome Maria Walker (deceased) in 1946. 

Marion Eileen, born April 20, 1918 (deceased); 
married James Henry in 1941. 

Winston Gordon (Grieve), a foster son, born 
July 31, 1927; married Rolande Lussier in 1959. 

Fred was a fine member of his community and 
served it in many capacities. He was, at one time, 
District Deputy of the No.6 Masonic District and a 
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member of the 1.0. 0. F. He was on the first committee 
organizing the Peace Garden. 

Politically active, Fred was a staunch supporter of 
the Conservative party. He was past president of the 
Souris Constituency. During the depression, he acted 
as an official for the Farmers Bankruptcy Act. 

Always sports minded, Fred curled and golfed all 
his life. He was past president of the Manitoba Curl
ing Association. 

In 1953, Fred moved to Winnipeg to be closer to 
his many children and grandchildren, after having 
lived the previous ten years in Gladstone. 

Wilfred Reid Cosgrove died on January 24,1974. 
As well as his fine contribution as a pharmacist for 50 
years, he was a true pioneer in every sense of the 
word. 

Cosgrove, William 
by Mary A. Lee 

The Cosgroves were early settlers in southwest 
Manitoba. One of the brothers was WILLIAM whose 
homestead lay six miles southeast of Napinka. In the 
late 1880's he married KATE SIMPSON, of Melita, 
noted through her lifetime for her good nature and 
kindness. Due to epidemics of disease only two of 
their children survived childhood. They were 
WILLARD SIMPSON and HENRY. Henry was 
killed by a sniper in France the day after Armistice in 
1918. 

Cosgrove, Willard Simpson 
by Mary A. Lee 

WILLARD married MINNIE FOREMAN in 
1911 and ran the family farm, branched into erecting 
windmills and drilling water wells, until he took over 
the Imperial Oil and John Deere Agencies during the 
hungry 30's. They raised five children and retired to 
New Westminster in 1950 where Willard died at 84 in 
1975. Minnie is presently a 91 year old resident of 
Kinsmen Lodge in Surrey, British Columbia. 

Their son Lloyd, born in 1912, married Mary 
Agnes Dutton of Birtle and moved to New Westmin
ster the next year and passed away in 1976. Their two 
children are Neil in Victoria, and Edith, Mrs. Larry 
Dixon, in Kamloops. 

Virginia was born in 1914 and married Cliff 
Fennel and lives in Winnipeg. 

Henry, 1919-1974, married Kay Drobot, lived 
in Napinka after returning from the Army, then 
moved to New Westminster until his passing on. 

Eleanor, born in 1922, married Wilbert Ridley of 
Morrin, Alberta where they still farm. 

Everett, born in 1926, married Jean Barkett of 
Morris. He died at Haney, British Columbia in 1969. 



Coutts, Resby 
RESBY and MARGARET COUTTS came to 

Melita in April 1928 from Plumas, Manitoba. He had 
worked for Mr. G. S. Davidson in Plumas as a groc
ery clerk and when Mr. Davidson purchased the 
corner store in Melita he came with him in the same 
position. BILL and JEAN came with them at the 
time, GEORGE and RICHARD staying in Plumas 
with their grandparents to complete the school year. 

Resby was born at Miami, Manitoba in June, 
1880. In 1904 he moved with his parents and brother 
to Plumas where they farmed. Resby started working 
as a grocery clerk on completing school. In 1915 he 
married MARGARET BUTTLE of London, En
gland. She had come out from England to visit a 
sister in the spring of 1914. When it was time to go 
back, war had broken out and it was thought best to 
stay until the end of the war. However, cupid stepped 
in and they were married and 67 years later she has 
yet to make the return journey. Their family consists 
of three sons and two daughters. 

Immediately after coming to Melita Resby be
came involved in the sports of the community. He 
was a very good baseball player, played soccer and 
was always involved in curling, playing second for 
Harry Morrow for quite a number of years. His 
greatest interest was the Melita Hockey Team which 
he served as secretary-treasurer for some 25 years. 
He was a grocery clerk for most of his working life. 
After working for Mr. Davidson he worked for H. 
Sures & Co. and then for Cornish's. After this he was 
with Melita Creamery and the Palace Hotel. He was a 
member of the 1.0. 0. F. 

Margaret, who was an excellent organist and 
piano player, and had a very good voice, joined the 
choir and was organist for several years in the United 
Church. She is an active member of the Rebekah 
Lodge, joining the lodge in Plumas in 1917, transfer
ring to Melita and still active in 1982. She is a 
member of the Ladies Auxiliary to Melita Branch of 
the Canadian Legion, serving as District Representa
tive for 25 years and is well known and remembered 
across the province for her work in this office. 

Resby passed away in 1961 and Margaret lives 
and enjoys life in the Melita Lodge. 

Jean, after completing her schooling in Melita, 
took teachers' training in Winnipeg and taught at 
Princess and Strathallan. She enlisted in the 
C.R.C.N.G. and served until the end of the war. 
While visiting in Morris, Manitoba she met Tom 
Coates whom she later married. They had six chil
dren. Tom passed away in 1974. Jean returned to 
teaching in 1968 and still teaches in Morris and is at 
present working on her Masters Degree in An
thropology at the University of Manitoba. She is 
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interested in sports, particularly hockey, and her four 
boys have been a very active part of the Morris 
hockey and baseball scene. She is an active member 
of the Rebekah Lodge and every year can be seen at 
the till in the dining hall at the Morris Stampede. 

ISABELLE was born in Melita and completed 
her schooling there. After graduating she became a 
telephone operator in Melita, a position she held until 
her marriage to EARL MILAN who was stationed in 
Melita with the R.C.M.P. Earl's postings took them 
to Vancouver, Whitehorse and Ottawa where he took 
his discharge. They then purchased and operated a 
successful Dairy Queen in Collingwood, Ontario. 
Isabelle is a very active curler and has played on 
provincial contender rinks in Ontario. She is also an 
ardent golfer. They had a family of two. In 1977 
Isabelle and Earl were divorced and in 1981 she 
married Jim Lee of Sudbury, Ontario where they now 
live. 

Coutts, George 
Resby and Margaret Coutts' oldest son, 

GEORGE, attended Melita School for four years 
then returned to Plumas to live with his grandparents 
and finish his schooling. In December 1935 he re
turned to the district to work on a farm at Elva. He 
worked there until September 1939 when he enlisted 
in the Winnipeg Grenadiers serving in Jamaica, 
Hong Kong and China and was a P.O.W. of the 
Japanese until the end of the war. He married MAR
GARET K. GREAVES of Elva in October 1914 
when on furlough, before going to Hong Kong. 

On his return he purchased land and farmed at 
Elva. They had three children. George was active in 
many community efforts. He served nearly 20 years 
on the Elva-Edward Municipal and Antler River 
School Boards, being chairman of the latter his last 
term as trustee. He served eight years on Edward 
Municipal Council, was a member of the Deloraine 
Hospital Board and was chairman one term. In 1976 
Margaret passed away and in 1978 he married 
MONA BELL of Pierson and is now retired from 
farming and lives in the Pierson district. George and 
Mona both enjoy fishing, camping and curling. 

Coutts, Richard 
RICHARD completed his schooling in Melita 

and was then employed by the Beaver Lumber Co. in 
Morris, Manitoba. There he met and married Emma 
Dolke in 1939. They have one daughter. He later 
moved to FHn Flon with the same company. After 
several years he moved to Stonewall, Manitoba with 
the North American Lumber Co. and was later trans
ferred to Transcona where he still lives. Dick re-



ceived a lot of attention for his pitching ability in 
baseball as a young man and is well known in Win
nipeg for his curling over the years. He enlisted in the 
Canadian Army and served in various military cen
tres getting his discharge in 1945. 

Coutts, Bill 
BILL joined the Navy in 1943 after completing 

school. Being very musical he became a member of 
Navy bands and could be seen at Naval bases leading 
parades as Drum Major. In 1945 he met and married 
Mary Tingley at Shellbume, Nova Scotia. They have 
two children. After his discharge Bill returned to 
Melita and worked for the CPR, later moving to 
Pennant, Saskatchewan as a grain buyer. His next 
move was to Medicine Hat, Alberta where he was a 
police officer for a number of years. After leaving the 
police force he worked for North West Nitro. 

Bill now lives in Toronto and is Vice-President in 
charge of Western Operations for Dar-Car Chain 
lncorp. Bill is a member of the Legion, LOoOoF. and 
Rebekahs. 

Most of his extra time is spent working with the 
Salvation Army of which is a very strong member. 
While in Melita he was quite active in sports and 
many will remember him as the goalie for the very 
strong Melita Bombers of the early 40's. 

Crerar, John (Barrister) 
March 1,1928 New Era 

Mr. JOHN CRERAR was born in the County of 
Perth near Stratford, Ontario. He was educated in 
grammar school, Stratford, Upper Canada College 
and Toronto University. From the latter he graduated 
in 1872, taking natural science as his honor course 
with silver medalist standing. 

Following his graduation, Mr. Crerar studied law 
in the office of Edington and Miskie, Stratford, for 
four years and was called to the bar in 1876. He 
practiced three years in Stratford, and came west in 
1879 settling in Minnedosa, where he opened an 
office in May 1880. He later went to Birtle. In 1891 
Mr. Crerar opened his office in Melita. 

In 1899 he married IDA MAY PORTEOUS and 
practiced here 37 years. Mr. and Mrs. Crerar will 
now make their home in California, having sold the 
business to Mr. Barrett. 

(John Crerar died October 5, 1933 and Mrs. 
Crerar December 24, 1946.) 

Crepeele, Andrew 
ANDREW CREPEELE, eldest son of Henry and 

Elizabeth Crepeele, was born in Belgium in 1902. He 
lived with his parents in the Waskada area where he 
helped with his dad on the farm, having received his 
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education at Flossie, Montefore and Mimosa 
Schools. 

In 1929 he married ADRIENNE VAN
BESELAERE, daughter of Leon and Julie Van
beselaere. They farmed in the Melita area, later 
moving to the Waskada district, where they con
tinued to farm and live on NW 19-2-25 until retire
ment in 1958, when they moved to Melita and made 
their home at 37 Byers Street. They enjoyed a good 
number of years of happiness and many many miles 
of pleasant motoring. Adrienne passed away sud
denly in 1980. Of this union there were three chil
dren: MADELINE, RUSSEL and JEANIE, who 
was born in 1940 and died in infancy. 

Madeline, born in 1930, received her education at 
Princess and Verona Schools. She married Arthur 
Schoonbaert in 1948, taking up farming in the 
Flossie area on 26-1-23 until retirement in 1980, now 
residing in their new home in Deloraine. They have 
two sons, Richard and Terry, and four grandsons. 

Richard was born in 1949, receiving his educa
tion at Flossie and Deloraine Schools. His profession 
is teaching and he still teaches at Waskada. He mar
ried Helen Vickers of Pierson, in 1973. They have 
two sons Travis and Derek. Richard and his family 
now reside on the home farm, commuting to 
Waskada. 

Terry, too, attended Flossie and Deloraine 
Schools later receiving his diploma in Electrical En
gineering. He married Valorie Tuman of Deloraine in 
1973. Of this marriage there were two sons, Darren 
and Wade. Terry and his family reside at Saskatoon, 
where Terry has an electrical shop for repairing and 
rewinding motors. 

Crepeele, Russel 
Russel, son of Andrew and Adrienne Crepeele, 

was born in 1936, receiving his education at Princess 
and Verona Schools. He married VELVA 
RADCLIFFE, of Napinka in 1956. They spent sev
eral years farming in the Melita District and now are 
living in Napinka. They have six sons; Douglas, 
Dale, Barry, Brian, Glen and Randy. 

Dale married Lenore Vanbeselaere, daughter of 
Jerry and Elsie Vanbeselaere of Waskada in 1980. 
They have on son Kristopher. Dale and his family 
make their home in Waskada. 

Barry married Debbie Vandendorpe, daughter of 
Norman and Yvonne Vandendorpe of Deloraine, in 
1980. They have one son Sheldon and live in Delo
raine. 

Andrew Crepeele is at present still living in his 
home at Melita. 



Crepeele, Maurice 
Maurice, son of Henry and Elisa Crepeele, born 

August 12, 1907, and Mary, daughter of Victor and 
Sidonie Vanbeselaere, born November 17, 1910, 
were married October 27, 1932 at Sacred Heart 
Church, Melita. Maurice was born at Turtle Moun
tain. He received his education at Mimosa School in 
the Waskada district. He passed away December 28, 
1980. 

To this marriage four children were born. 
HARRY was born August 31, 1933. He passed away 
May 29, 1949. 

GEORGE was born April 17, 1937 (see history 
following). 

MARGARET was born September 3, 1940 at 
Norquay, Saskatchewan. She is married to Raymond 
Careme. They were married October 15, 1966 at 
Sacred Heart Church, Melita. They had two children: 
DOUGLAS, born September 22, 1967 (who was 
accidently killed December 14, 1976), and a daughter 
CINDY born February 10, 1972. 

Margaret received her education at Chesterfield 
and Bede Schools. Raymond is employed with Keat
ings John Deere Implements at Russell, Manitoba 
where they reside. 

YVONNE was born April 28, 1947 at Melita. She 
received her education at Bede and Melita Schools. 
Her marriage to Matthew McLenehan took place 
November 16, 1968 in the Sacred Heart Church at 
Melita. She is now divorced. She had two children: 
TERRY, born August 7, 1970 and CONNIE, born 
May 8,1972. 

Maurice and Mary lived for a short time on a farm 
in the Verona District before moving to Norquay, 
Saskatchewan in July 1934 where they had rented a 
farm. In 1942 they moved back to a farm in the 
Chesterfield District. In 1954 they purchased a farm 
in the Bede District where they lived until they 
moved to their home in Melita in 1967 where Mary 
still resides. 

Crepeele, George 
George was born at Norquay, Saskatchewan on 

April 17 , 1937. He is now employed with the Town of 
Melita. Previous to this he farmed in the Coultervale 
District for seven years. He received his education at 
Chesterfield School. 

His marriage to Donna Hunt took place May 18, 
1963 at Coutervale United Church. They are now 
divorced. They have three children: SHERIE, born 
November 27, 1963; DAVID, born July 26, 1965; 
and RICHARD, born June 13,1967. 

Crews, Arthur 
ARfHUR and MARY CREWS were married in 
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Cornwall, England July 1, 1911 and came to Waskada 
on August 5, 1911. 

They took up farming with Arthur's brother, 
James, on 1-3-26, the George Simpson farm (Mrs. 
and Mrs. George Simpson and four year old daughter 
Gertrude moved to Melita). 

In 1916 Arthur and Mary moved to the farm in the 
Menota School district where they lived till retiring 
to Melita in 1958. Mary died in November of 1964. 
Arthur died in 1976. They are buried in Melita Ceme
tery. 

MURIEL IRENE, their daughter, was born De
cember 3, 1919. She received her education at Men
ota School. On October 30, 1944 she married 
WILLIAM I. GOULD (see William Gould histo
ry). 

Crews, James 
by Kathleen Crews 

JIM came to Canada in 1909 from Cornwall, 
England. He worked for the late Pete Spence in the 
Waskada District. In 1911 he went to work for the late 
George Simpson. The following year he rented the 
W 12-3-26 from George Simpson where he farmed 
unti11927 when he sold out. 

He worked for the Municipality of Arthur build
ing roads through the summer. In 1928 he moved out 
west to Alberta, settling at Kitscoty in 1929. He 
farmed southwest of Kitscoty until he passed away in 
December 1959. 

He married the former KATHLEEN WRIGHT 
(see Harry Wright history). We had six children: 
JOHN, LAURA, JAMES, EILLEN, WILLIAM 
and HELEN. He was predeceased by our daughter 
Eillen in 1937. 

Bill (William) is on the home farm and John 
farms the adjoining land. James has a masonry busi
ness in Lloydrninster. Laura lives in Vermillion and 
Helen in Prince George, British Columbia. 

After Jim passed away I moved into Lloydmins
ter. I worked for 14 years as a nursing aid in the 
Auxiliary HospitaL When I retired in 1978 I moved 
into a senior citizens' home, Pioneer Lodge, in 
Lloydminster, Alberta. 

Critchlow, William Henry (Bill) 
WILLIAM HENRY (BILL) CRITCHLOW was 

born in 1931, on a farm in the Elmore District near 
Carievale, Saskatchewan. He is the eldest son of 
Jenny and the late George Critchlow. When Bill was 
very young, the family moved to a farm southeast of 
Gainsborough, in the Claremont District. Bill, along 
with his two brothers and three sisters, obtained their 
early education in the little country school at Clare-



mont. In 1943, the family moved to farm south of 
Lyleton. Bill finished his school years in Lyleton, 
also working with his dad on the farm. In 1954, his 
parents retired to Melita. Bill stayed on the farm until 
the following year at which time he also moved to 
Melita. 

In 1955, Bill married BETTY HUISH, daughter 
of the late Victor and Margaret Huish of Gains
borough, Saskatchewan. To this union two children 
were born, MARVE WILLIAM, born March 29, 
1956 and SHELLEY LYNNE. born March 29, 
1959. 

Bill started a trucking business in Melita in 1956 
(see Critchlow Trucking Ltd.) and a feed lot in 1967 
and at the time of writing is still operating them both. 

Marve married KIRBY BRIDGES from Cart
wright, Manitoba in 1978 and they have no children. 
Marve operates his own truck out of Winnipeg to 
points in Canada and the U.S.A. 

Shelley married RICK TILBURY, eldest son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Tilbury, in 1979. They live on a 
farm south of Melita and have no children. 

Cupples, David 
submitted by daughter Florence Loucks 

My dad, DAVID CUPPLES, came over from 
Ballymena, Ireland as a youth. He was born Decem
ber 21, 1876. He came over with his relatives, the 
John, Jim and Nancy Yambles, who went to live in 
Ontario, about 1884. 

Dad worked for them on the farm for a few years 
but he was not happy there. He left and worked for 
Charlie Cook for many years in Y rey County and was 
very happy there. 

About 1896, Dad decided to come out West. He 
took up a homestead in the Pierson-Eunola District of 
Manitoba. 

In January 1903 his bride to be, FLORENCE 
SMITH, from Keady, Ontario, came out to Man
itoba. Then Dad and Mother were married on Janu
ary 6, 1903 in the home of Thomas and Jane Phair, 
close neighbours of Dad's. 

Two children were born on the homestead, name
ly: JAMES, on October 7,1903 and FWRENCE 
MAY on February 13, 1905 (married Tommy 
Loucks, see separate history). 

They sold their homestead at this time. One ofthe 
Minshull sons is farming it. They then bought a farm 
closer to Elva, situated on SE 9-4-28 in the Munic
ipality of Edward. 

Two children were born here, namely: MIMA 
and DAVID. David was born October 14,1908. 

In December 1910 Dad sold the farm. As Jim and 
Florence were school age, they wanted us to be close 
to school, so they moved into Elva. 
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On January 4, 1911 two sons were born, ALEX
ANDER and SAMUEL (twins), both deceased, 
Sam in 1976 and Alex in 1971. 

On December 3, 1916 ROBERT ELVIN was 
born. On May 25,1921 a son LLOYD AUDREY 
came along. This completed the family of David and 
Florence. 

Although my mother was a very busy lady she 
always took time to help at many beds of sickness in 
Elva. She helped in delivering some babies; she 
could never tum anyone down who needed her help. 

Dad farmed from Elva for a while on Matt Ped
den's farm. Later, he and Alf Sisson had a steam 
engine and separator which was hand fired. My 
brother, Jim, bucked straw on the outfit and for his 
work received $1 per day. Arthur Hodgekinson oper
ated the engine. Dad and Alf and Lou Kitchan (a 
carpenter in Elva) looked after the feeding, took care 
of the separator, etc. Dave Hill was the fireman. They 
did a great deal of threshing west of Elva in the 
Beamish country, Gibsons, and all out that way. 

That fall, I think about 1913, Dad bought the 
poolroom from Mr. Richardson. The building at that 
time was situated north of the blacksmith shop. Later 
on Dad had the poolroom moved onto his lot next to 
our home. We kids had a lot of fun having a ride in it 
as it was being moved that day. Later on Dad and 
Mother opened a general store after selling the pool
room equipment. 

In 1916 our new home was built and it still stands 
in Elva today. Jack McKinnon built the house. Jack 
and Frank Morrow of Melita lathed and plastered it. 

Dad also bought the livery barn and he and the 
boys did draying and whatever else had to be done. I 
helped Dad in the store, and enjoyed that type of 
work. I believe it was in 1927 when they sold the store 
to Mr. and Mrs. William Fyfe, also of Elva. In April 
of 1928 Dad, Mother, Florence, Sam, Bob and Lloyd 
all moved to Ashern, Manitoba. Dad and Mother 
bought a half section there and dairy farmed chiefly. 
In 1948 they sold the farm and moved west to 
Cranbrook, British Columbia as all the family had 
left by this time. 

Bob and Sam were living in Cranbrook, British 
Columbia and Lloyd was in Kimberley, British Co
lumbia. 

Dad was deceased in January 1955 and Mother in 
April of 1972. 

Mirna was born in the Municipality of Edward. 
She married Robert Alexander McAlpine of Win
nipeg. One son was born, Robert Douglas, in Win
nipeg. Robert married Judith Bechtold of New 
Jersey, U.S.A. They have three children, Laura De
nise, born in Philadelphia, U.S.A.: Heather Anne, 



born in Guelp, Ontario and Andrew James Robert, 
born in Deep River, Ontario. 

Cupples, James 
JIM, married Florence May Anthony of Horse

creek, Saskatchewan in 1930 and they fanned there. 
Jim is retired now and lives in Mankota, Saskatche
wan. Jim's wife Florence died at Mankota on October 
28, 1958. To this union were born four children: 
David Edwin, February 21, 1931; Melbourne Alex
ander, February 23,1932; Wesley James, April 30, 
1933; and Arlene Joyce, January 1, 1939 (who lives 
in Red Deer, Alberta). 

David married Nedra Kohl on November 9, 1953 
in McCord, Saskatchewan. Three children were born 
to this union: Dale David, November 15, 1955; Dar
rell Gary, July 24, 1957; and Nyla May May 20, 
1963 (who lives at Regina, Saskatchewan). David 
died on November 22, 1978 in a Regina hospital. 
Nedra died September 13, 1975 in Mankota, Sas
katchewan. 

Dale married Suzanne Bachial August 2, 1980 in 
Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. They live in Mankota, 
Saskatchewan. They have one child JACQUELINE 
NEDRA, born January 7, 1982. 

Darrell married Debra Fleck on November 26, 
1977 in Mankota, Saskatchewan where they live. 
They have two children: Corey Don, May 22, 1978 
and Shawn David, February 9, 1982. 

Melbourne married Elaine Salio on November 1, 
1954 in Woodrow, Saskatchewan. They live in Swift 
Current, Saskatchewan and have two children: 
DebraJoy, June 20,1957 and Jay Bryon, November 
24, 1959, who lives at Brooks, Alberta. Debra mar
ried Leonard McCrea on February 1, 1980 in Regina, 
Saskatchewan. They live at Mankota. They have one 
child, Shyla Rae, born in the fall of 1980. 

Wesley married Gwendolyn Oswell on August 
27, 1955 in Lloydminster. They live at Red Deer, 
Alberta and have four children, all of Red Deer: 
Calvin Jay, September 16, 1956; Florence "Kim", 
October 17, 1958; Lorell, July 1, 1962; and Garett 
June 7, 1964. 

Cupples, David Jr. 
DAVID married Leora Fallow from Winnipeg. 

He was saleman for Nabob Foods. Leora was born in 
Westbourne, Manitoba on November 22, 1911. Her 
mother was Henrietta Bushau and her father was 
Garvin Fallow. Henrietta was born in Baltimore, 
Maryland and Gavin in New Richmond, Quebec. 
The two children of David and Leora are: Colleen 
Leora, born November 23, 1945 in Port Arthur, 
Ontario, and Gavin Fallow (Guy), born July 9,1947 
in Port Arthur. 
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Guy married Fran Icard, born in Vancouver, on 
April 21 , 1948. Her father was Wilfred Icard, born in 
Plaster Rock, New Brunswick on May 20, 1914 and 
her mother, Mary Gertrude McIntosh, was born in 
Vancouver September 19, 1918. 

Cupples, Alexander 
ALEX married Doris Anette Foster on July 2, 

1937 in Cranberry Portage, Manitoba where he oper
ated a grocery store for many years. To this union 
were born two children: David Alexander on July 5, 
1939 in The Pas, Manitoba and Erin Elizabeth on 
February 4, 1947. She married Conrad Ziehlke in 
1971. They have two children; Kurt Alexander 
Jonathan, born May 5,1972 in Winnipeg and Alex
andria, born April 10, 1974. David married Eleanor 
Rose Cerniuk on June 19, 1959. They have two 
children: Shawna Leah, born on May 16, 1964 at 
Flin Flon, Manitoba, and Jason David, born March 
6, 1968 at FUn Flon. 

Alex Cupples was deceased in September 1971. 

Cupples, Samuel 
SAMUEL (deceased in 1976) married Martha 

Tonn in 1937. Martha was from Moosehorn, Man
itoba. To this union seven children were born. 
Theresa Gay, on August 1, 1937 in Ashern, Man
itoba. She married Heinz Gebor on November 7, 
1958 who was born in Berlin, Germany October 21, 
1934. Monica Marie was born January 1, 1962 in 
Vancouver and Richard (Rick) William was born 
August 17, 1963 in Vancouver, where they live. 

Elva Karlene was born April 29, 1939 at Sher
ridan, Manitoba. After two previous marriages Elva 
married Wayne Eugene Rushton of Westchester, 
Nova Scotia. The children are Randy Brian Preston, 
born in Victoria September 18,1957; Lance Gregory 
Preston born in Edmonton October 26, 1956; Kar
lene Muriel Arnold, born in Vancouver, British 
Columbia on December 1, 1960, deceased March 15, 
1961; Leanne Nadine Arnold, born in Abbotsford, 
B.C. August 25, 1962; Christine Elizabeth Arnold, 
born in Vancouver; and Shirley Alison Rushton, 
born in Vancouver June 29, 1970. 

Ruby Delores was born May 27, 1940 at Sher
ridan, Manitoba. Ruby married Paul Erik Anderson 
in August 1958. Three children were born: Donald 
Terrance on May 14, 1959 in Vancouver; Sheryl 
Christine on December 24, 1960 at Fort Nelson, 
British Columbia; Sandra Gay, on April 27, 1964 at 
Dawson Creek, British Columbia. 

To her second marriage to Hans Christian Ander
son Knudsen on July 5, 1972 two sons were born: 
Hans Christian Anderson Knudsen in Vancouver on 



March 4, 1973 and Kurt Christian Anderson 
Knudsen in Vancouver on October 16, 1974. 

Samuel Alexander was born January 7, 1943 in 
Sherridan, Manitoba. He married Mary Jean Allen, 
born November 3,1945 in Vancouver, in 1965. Three 
girls were born: Charlotte Susan on March 21, 1966 
in Vancouver; Faye Michelle, on July 31, 1968 in 
Vancouver; and Tanya Marie on July 28, 1973 in 
Vancouver where they live. 

Gerald Lloyd was born November 5, 1947 in 
Cranbrook, British Columbia. He married Wendy 
Helen Hicks who was born November 26, 1950. 
They were married May 16, 1970. Two boys were 
born to this union. Michael Robert on July 21, 1973 
in Vancouver and Matthew LLoyd on July 10,1976 in 
Vancouver. 

Brian James was born June 24, 1949 in 
Cranbrook, British Columbia. He married Anette 
Marie Barrett in 1970. To this union were born: 
Jeremy Joseph on December 17, 1971 in Chetwynd, 
British Columbia; Brian Richard, March 30, 1974; 
Terra Lynne on January 18,1978; and SamuelDavid 
on May 19, 1979. 

Gregory James was born April 26, 1951 in 
Cranbrook, British Columbia. Greg married Ann 
Hicks in 1970. Two children were born: Derick 
Daniel on November 3, 1971 in Fernie, British Co
lumbia and Terra Ann on September 18,1975. 

Cupples, Robert Elvin 
ROBERT ELVIN was born December 3, 1916 in 

Elva, Manitoba. He married Joan Johnson of Ashern, 
Manitoba on July 6, 1942 in Winnipeg. They reside 
in Cranbrook, British Columbia and have three chil
dren: Heather Janet, born September 30, 1943 in 
Winnipeg; Carolyn Joyce and Robert Barry, twins, 
born August 16,1946. Heather married David Dakin 
in September 1964 in Cranbrook, British Columbia. 
Two girls were born: Beverley Joyce on September 3, 
1967 and Debbie Lynn on August 20, 1969. They 
live in Vancouver. Joyce married John Ledson of 
Victoria and one son was born, Michael, on May 17, 
1967. Barry married Correen Rothel of Fernie, Brit
ish Columbia. To this union three daughters were 
born: Stacey Colleen on June 5, 1970 at Calgary; 
Laura Justine May 20, 1973 at Cranbrook, British 
Columbia; and Leslie Darlene, April 22, 1976. They 
live in Cranbrook. 

Cupples, Lloyd Audrey 
LLOYD AUDREY was born May 25, 1921 in 

Elva. He married Eileen Dorey of Ashern, Manitoba. 
Eileen from a previous marriage had two children, 
Hazel Ilona Gyorbiro and Donald (deceased) in 
1981. Ilona and Derl Corrigal have a family of four 
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children: Gary, born February 8, 1956; Delvin born 
May 28, 1960; Darla born September 1, 1967 and 
Lindsay born May 8, 1969. They all live in 
Cranbrook, British Columbia. 

Gary married Cheryll Fatum of Marysville, Brit
ish Columbia on August 27, 1976. They have two 
children: DIANNA LYNN born June 14, 1978 and 
TRAVIS MICHAEL born November 29, 1980, both in 
Cranbrook, British Columbia. 

Dale Duane, born July 2, 1943, married Barbara 
Jane Banman who was born July 19, 1949. Their 
children are Christine Faye, December 20, 1965; 
Steven James, November 8, 1967; Colin Dale, Feb
ruary 10, 1968; Dana Marie, August 11, 1970 and 
Duff, January 24, 1971. Dale had a previous mar
riage. Dale and Barbara live in Cranbrook, British 
Columbia. 

David Wayne (Duff) was born October 7, 1947 
in Cranbrook, British Columbia. David married 
Nancy Marlene. From Nancy's previous marriage 
two daughters were born: Cheryll on September 8, 
1961; Angela, August 9,1967; Shean David May 27, 
1974. David Wayne (deceased) in 1975. 

I enjoy looking back to the good times I had with 
my friends of the Presbyterian Church in Elva. When 
I think of the baking our mothers did for our annual 
fowl supper-baked one dozen pies, six dozen tarts, 
salads, etc. The ladies from the country brought the 
roast turkeys and chickens and also helped in baking. 
The enjoyment we had with the program upstairs 
after the dinner was great. 

The Methodist Ladies also held their annual fowl 
suppers in the Presbyterian Church. If we were fortu
nate enough to take part in the program we always 
received a complimentary ticket to dinner. These 
were the main events for the year, of course we had 
our Sunday School picnic where we youngsters re
ceived all the ice cream and lemonade we could eat 
and drink. We also had to run races for our spending 
money for the day. 

I haven't seen an old fashioned picnic for years. 

Dance, Charles 
My parents, CHARLES and HANNAH 

DANCE, both from large families, were born and 
brought up in the lovely Cotswold District of En
gland. My father like many other young men of the 
time, joined the Imperial Army and saw service in 
Arabia and India. While there, he contracted malaria 
and for the remainder of his life received a pension 
for this - the princely sum of sixpence a day with no 
allowance made for inflation! On his discharge he 
returned to England but the experience overseas no 
doubt gave him the desire to emigrate and so he 
landed in Melita in 1904. He, along with several 



other bachelors (Tommy Bilton, Jack Maxwell and 
Amos Lane), boarded at the home of a Mrs. Jobbins, 
a very upstanding woman who would not allow in
toxicating liquor to cross her threshold. But where 
there is a will there is a way! A jug was conveniently 
raised and lowered from a bedroom window - no 
liquor came through the doorway. So everyone was 
satisfied. 

Then in 1908 my father's bachelor days came to 
an end when my mother arrived from England. I 
often heard her tell of her preparations and the trip 
itself. It was the custom for every self-respecting 
bride to have a suitable trousseau. My mother came 
with her trunks all well labelled and in them the six 
changes of undergarments all beautifully handsewn. 
As these were very sturdy garments, and probably, 
too, as styles changes, my mother never did wear all 
of these out. In fact, some 15 years later I remember 
her taking some of these never-worn undergarments 
and making them into pillowcases. Besides her lug
gage she also brought her dog, Tiny, which she 
couldn't bear to leave behind. Each day she went 
down into the hold of the ship to visit her pet. Shortly 
after her arrival in Melita the marriage took place in 
the Anglican Church. Their bridal attendants were 
Mr. and Mrs. Bert Clifford who also hailed from 
Gloucestershire. Then along came the first born, 
DOROTHY. On her birth, Tiny showed his objec
tion to this intruder by disappearing from the home 
and was found up in the cemetery. However, later on, 
the men who spent hours sitting on the benches 
outside the Metropolitan Hotel on Main Street en
joyed daring each other to cross the street and touch 
that baby carriage with the dog guarding it outside 
the store. Eventually three others joined the family 
- Katherine, William and Marjorie. 

After the First World War started, my father 
joined the Canadian Armed Forces and once again 
returned to Britain. While he was overseas and after
wards my mother kept busy with her young family. 
At Christmas time the Anglican Church used to have 
a concert. Mrs. Sam Wyatt and her two younger 
children, Billie and Bessie, would come to town for 
it. One time when they stayed overnight at our place, 
Mrs. Wyatt persuaded my mother that it would be a 
good idea for them to teach the children to play whist 
so that life could be a bit more interesting in the long 
winter evenings. They sat up very late that night 
giving a card lesson to the young ones, so I had an 
early start at whist. From then on we put in many 
happy hours playing cards - but my father would 
never touch them. He seemed to believe that they 
were an invention of the devil! 

Our family spent some very happy years in 
Melita, but I do not have many memories as I was 
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L.-R.: Doris (Garratt) Bulger, Marjorie Dance, and MarjOrie 
Briggs (1968). born the same year and started school together 
at Melita. 

very young when we left. My sister, Dorothy, re
members a very bad snowstorm when Jimmy Storey, 
a wonderful community-minded man went to school 
and brought them home safely by having them all 
follow him, each one holding on to an extended scarf. 
My brother, Bill, remembers having a paper route 
and going very quickly down Main Street in his 
wagon only to have Mr. Scott, the town policeman, 
come up to the house to tell my mother that her son 
was using his vehicle in a dangerous manner. That 
was in the very early days of the automobile! 

In 1922 our family bade farewell to Melita and 
moved to Winnipeg. However many of the friend
ships were kept up and we enjoyed having many of 
the old friends come to stay with us, especially when 
one of their family was a patient in St. Boniface 
Hospital, as we lived nearby. I remember particularly 
Jimmy Storey, the Quanes, Garretts, Cliffords, Par
hams, Wyatts, Cottons, Calthorpes, Timms, Briggs 
and Tilburys. Through the years we have been back 
to visit. 

My father died in 1931, my mother in 1945, and 
Katherine in 1962. Dorothy is retired from Eaton's 
and is now in Central Park Lodge. She is in a wheel
chair, the victim of arthritis. Bill is retired as a boiler
maker with the CNR. He and his wife, Olive, have 
one son, Bill. Bill, Jr. and his wife, Pat, have two 
children: Leila, born in 1978 and Twila, born in 
1980. Marjorie retired as a Winnipeg School princi
pal. We are all in Winnipeg. 

In 1973 I was very pleased to take my mother's 
sister (Aunt Bid, aged 89 years, from Western Aus
tralia, who was visiting Canada for the first time), to 
Melita to show her where we had lived and she was so 
thrilled to get into the church where her sister was 
married so many years before. We also stopped off in 
Brandon to visit Mrs. Clifford, my mother's bridal 
attendant. 



There is something about a small town that en
dears it to ones born there. My mother, father and 
Katherine died some years ago, but the rest of us still 
think fondly of Melita and are pleased that we still 
maintain friendships with folks we knew there. 

Dando, James (Jim) 
JIM and MILDRED DANDO lived in the 

Waskada district on section 32-1-25. 
Jim, the son of Enoch and Martha Dando and 

Mildred, the daughter of Eben and Myrtle Temple 
were married in Waskada on November 16, 1945. 
They have three children, KEN, born November 17 
1948, MARY, born April 13, 1950, and DOUG, 
born December 7, 1952. 

Jim Dando family. L..R., Back Row: David and Mary Ander· 
son, Ken and Doug Dando, Mildred and Jim Dando. Front 
Row: Sarah Dando, Linda Dando holding Adrienne, Sheila 
Anderson, Cheryl Dando and Carla Anderson, 1982. 

Ken graduated from Waskada Collegiate in 1967. 
He married Linda Bawtinhimer of Goodlands on 
August 28, 1971. They have two daughters, Sarah 
- born September 4, 1978 and Adrienne - born 
September 8, 1981. They have lived and worked in 
Winnipeg since they were married. 

Mary also graduated from Waskada Collegiate in 
1968. Mary and DAVID ANDERSON were married 
March 28, 1970. (see David Anderson history) 

Doug graduated from Melita Collegiate in 1971. 
After graduating, he moved to Brandon to work and 
married Cheryl Chabuty of Brandon on July 2, 1982. 

Jim and Mildred built a new home in Melita and 
moved there in 1969 after farming in the Waskada 
district for 25 years. Jim was an agent with the 
Manitoba Crop Insurance Corporation for seven 
years, retiring from that in 1968. They took over 
management of the Robinson Store on Main Street in 
1970 and continue to do so. During these years they 
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made renovations to their cabin at Lake Metigoshe, 
which they made their permanent residence in 1980. 

Dann, Russell 
RUSSELL DANN was born at Deloraine in 1912. 

He was the second child of a family of five. His 
parents, Joseph and Mary Dann, farmed north of 
Deloraine. He attended Thirlstane and Deloraine 
schools, later helping his father on the family farm. 
During the depression he spent about two years in the 
Swan River area. 

Russ and Constance Dann (1980). 

In 1940 he married CONSTANCE CLARKE, 
daughter of William and Sarah Clarke. (see William 
Clarke history) They operated the family farm Wand 
NE 13-4-27, later buying the land. Russ and Con
stance lived in the small house, later moving to the 
larger home. The small cottage was later moved into 

Marjorie and Harvey Dann, Jacqueline, Grant and Melanie 
(1982). 



Melita to 103 Boundary SL Their children are 
HARVEY born in 1940 and BARBARA born in 
1943. 

In 1960 Constance returned to teaching and was 
on the staff of Melita Elementary School until 1976. 

In 1966 Russ and Constance moved into Melita to 
59 Ash St., later moving to 36 Ash Sf. where they are 
enjoying their retirement. Russell retired from farm
ing in 1976. The land is now rented. 

Harvey married Marjorie McConnell of Fleming, 
Saskatchewan in 1962. He manages a farm north of 
Winnipeg and Marjorie nurses in the city. They have 
three children; Grant, Jacqueline and Melanie. 

In 1964 Barbara married BILL MOORE of Coul
ter. (see Moore, Robert 1.) 

In 1980 Russ and Constance celebrated their 40th 
anniversary with their family and friends at their 
home in Melita. 

Darroch, Albert Edward 
ALBERT EDWARD DARROCH was born on 

the homestead south of Carievale in September of 
1904, the fourth child of a family of 13. In 1942 he 
married GLADYS RUTLEDGE, who was born 
north of Gainsborough in March of 1908, the seventh 
child of a family of ten. 

Gladys and Ed Darroch. 

We farmed three years at Carievale, then moved 
to Coulter where we farmed for 22 years. To that 
union one son, MELVIN, was born in 1946. He 
attended school at Cameron, Coulter, Lyleton, Pier
son, and finished his Grade 12 in Melita. He worked 
in the bank for three years, then studied as a char-
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Grace and Melvin Darroch, children Lome and Lee Ann. 

tered accountant. He is now working for Dunwoody 
and Co. in Beausejour. 

In 1972 he married Grace Drewl and has a son 
Lorne and a daughter Lee-Ann. 

Due to ill health we left the farm to retire to 
Melita in 1966, purchasing the Bill Dobbyn house on 
Dobbyn Street. Ed worked for Bernie Murray for 
some years, which he enjoyed. We celebrated our 
40th Wedding Anniversary in 1982 and enjoy walk
ing for exercise. 

Davey 
Five members of the Davey family, three sisters 

and two brothers, from Chardstock, Somerset, En
gland, came to the Melita area. These were: TOM, 
MATILDA (see Yeo history), ALF, AMELIA (see 
Frank Morris history) and MARIANNE. 

Marianne (Mary) Davey came to the Peninsula 
District from England in the fall of 1914. She married 
NOAH ROBSON of the William Robson family, and 
for a short time farmed on Robson property, SW 
25-2-27. From then till retirement to Melita, they 
farmed near Elva, on the John Madsen farm; then on 
the Fulton and Shannon places specializing in sheep. 
Noah and Mary had no family. Mary passed away on 
May 3, 1952 and was laid to rest in Melita Cemetery. 
Noah re-married and resided at Sintaluta Saskatche
wan until his passing. 

Davey, William Tom 
WILLIAM TOM DAVEY, stone mason and car

penter, arrived in 1892 and worked on farms in the 
Peninsula and Verona Districts. While working for 



Mr. R. Gifford on 24-3-27 at Peninsula, he built the 
stone foundation for the barn. He also built the stone 
house for Mr. and Mrs. John Kain on NE 1-3-27 and a 
stone granary in his own yard on NE 26-2-27. He 
constructed frame houses for George Yeo on NE 
25-2-27, for Mr. and Mrs. Bert Van Trump on NE 
30-2-26 and for himself on NE 26-2-27. Tom's sister, 
Matilda Davey, kept house for him on the Rumbal 
farm, NW 34-2-27, prior to her marriage in 1904. 

On March 3, 1908 Tom Davey and Miss ISABEL 
BROCKINTON were married by Rev. S. J. Roche, 
Anglican minister in Melita. They had one daughter, 
MAY, born July 31,1911. She passed away at the age 
of nine on February 15, 1920. 

Tom and Isabel were staunch supporters of the 
Arthur E. D. Agricultural fairs, taking many prizes 
for garden produce and flowers. Upon retirement to 
Melita, they enjoyed curling. Tom was a member of 
the council and they were loyal supporters of the 
United Church. 

Tom passed away in 1948 and Isabel in 1973. 
Both are laid to rest in Melita Cemetery. 

Davey, Alfred Denning 
ALFRED DENNING DAVEY, known as Alf, 

came to Melita in 1901. He farmed with his brother 
Tom till 1908 when he went to make his home with 
William Robson family in the Peninsula District on 
SW 6-3-26. Alfjoined the 222 Battalion in Melita in 
1915-16 and subsequently took training at Camp 
Hughes. He went overseas in November 1916 and 
was wounded April 9, 1917, at Vimy Ridge, losing a 
foot. He returned to Peninsula and made his home 
once more at Robson's, now only Mrs. Robson and 
son George. 

Alf kept house after "Ma" Robson's passing -
he was noted for his beautiful big loaves of bread. Alf 
was well known to a large circle of friends and was 
popular for his participation at parties and dances 
where he sang and played his guitar. He was one of 
the few remaining members of the Sons of England 
Lodge when that organization disbanded in Melita. 
Alf kept up his membership from Winnipeg. 

While in Winnipeg having a routine check at 
Deer Lodge Hospital, Alf passed away in his sleep in 
his hotel room on October 1, 1949, in his 70th year. 
He was laid to rest in the S.o.E. plot in the Melita 
Cemetery. 

Davies, Thomas 
THOMAS DAVIES, of Welsh ancestory, was 

born at Hay, Herefordshire, England in 1870. As a 
young man he sailed to the United States of America 
to work on his uncle's strawberry farm in Colorado. 
Two years later he journeyed north, arriving in the 
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Melita District in 1892. He worked in the Melita and 
Elva areas and in 1898 purchased the W 30-2-27 from 
James Ingram. 

His wife, FLORENCE ANNIE HULL, was born 
in Syston, Leicestershire, England in 1881. She came 
to Canada with her father in 1902 and worked in the 
Elva District. She went home for a visit and on her 
return in 1910 was met in Brandon by Thomas, where 
they were married. 

They had three children. BESSIE VALENTINE 
was born February 14, 1911 and attended school in 
Sourisford and Elva. She married GEORGE 
WILFRED BONNER (see Bonner history). 
GERTRUDE FLORENCE was born December 12, 
1912. She married RALPH LAW of Lyleton in 1946 
where they farmed. They now reside in Melita. They 
have two children, Sharon and Kenneth. 

A son DAVID LLEWELLYN, resides on the 
farm. 

Mr. Davies died in 1956; he was predeceased by 
his wife in 1944. They are buried in the Melita 
Cemetery. 

Davies, David Llewellyn 
DAVID LLEWELLYN DAVIES was born Jan

uary 3, 1915 on the farm. Dr. Byers and Mrs. 
Mainland of Elva were in attendance. Except for two 
summers, 1934 and 1935 at Elkhorn and one fall at 
Elgin in 1933, David has spent his entire in the 
district. 

He was a member of the Sourisford Orchestra, 
playing the mandolin along with his sister Gertie on 
the piano. Harold Shannon played banjo, Elwood 
Weston and Wilfred Skelton on the fiddles. They 
played for dances at Elva, Sourisford, Cameron and 
North Antler Schools, Lyleton and Melita. They 
travelled mostly by sleigh and horse or Model Tear. 
They received 25-50¢ a night, sometimes only the 
free lunch. 

On November 15, 1944 he married JEAN EVE
LYN CUTHBERT, youngest daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Cuthbert of Elva. I, Jean was born 
October 10, 1918 at Brandon and came to the Elva 
District when my parents returned to their farm in 
1923. I worked at the Royal Bank in Pierson before 
being transferred to Winnipeg. 

We have four children. Our only daughter 
Llewella Marie was born in 1948. She worked in the 
Royal Bank at Melita and in 1968 married Barry 
Anderson of Pierson. We have three grandchildren: 
Gregory, Kimberely and Sue Ellen. 

Our oldest son, Delnor David, born in 1950 took 
a Machinest's Course at Brandon and served his 
apprenticeship at Grant's Welding and Machine Shop 
at Virden. He married Brenda Hodgins of Melita in 



1974. He purchased the business from Grant Nor
sworthy in 1979. 

Rodney Gene arrived July 1, 1958. He took a 
course in Brandon for garage mechanic, worked at 
Cobb Motors and at the present time is employed as a 
mechanic by Chevron Oil in Alberta. 

Murray Thomas born in 1962, is at Virden train
ing and serving his apprenticeship under his brother, 
Delnor. 

Davis, Ed 
ED DAVIS married ELEANA GUS of Storth

oaks and they moved to Melita from Tilston in the fall 
of 1948. They now reside in White Rock, British 
Columbia. 

Their children were: GWEN (Thomas), living in 
Winnipeg; MELVIN, living in Melita (see separate 
history); EVELYN (Milljour) lived in Winnipeg and 
was killed in a car accident in February 1961; 
LUELLA (Evans) is living in Portage la Prairie; 
MERVIN is living in Calgary; LORRAINE 
(Thompson) is living in Carlton Place, Ontario; 
DOUG, with wife MARGARET and daughter 
KATHY lives in Napinka; MARILYN (Webber) is 
living in Calgary; GAYLE (Fidler) is living in Por
tage la Prairie; and KAREN (Morton) is living at 
White Rock, British Columbia. 

Davis, Melvin 
MEL married DOREEN COATES, daughter of 

James Coates and Marion Forsyth in 1953. Their 
children are: Melva who passed away January 15, 
1959; Gary, married to Llana Andries of Deloraine 
and living in Deloraine; Linda, married to Richard 
Forsythe (formerly of Souris but now of Brandon) 
and they have a son Jonathon and are living in 
Brandon; Kent, is attending the University of Man
itoba in Winnipeg; and Wayne is at home in Melita. 

Davis, German C. 
submitted by Aida Sitko 

GERMAN was born November 10, 1902 to Rose 
and Sidney Davis in Pierson. He married MABEL 
IRENE KIRK UP, second daughter of Margaret and 
Bert Kirkup, born November 2, 1910 on NE 2-4-27, 
the Kirkup farm, one mile west of Melita. She took 
her schooling at Melita School and later spent a 
number of years working in Winnipeg. To this union 
two boys were born, SIDNEY GARTH on May 15, 
1938 and RONALD KIRKUP, on December 28, 
1940. German served with the armed forces until his 
death, at Camp Shilo, in 1941. Irene then moved with 
her family from Winnipeg to Melita where the boys 
received their education. In 1960 she moved from 
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Ronald, Irene, German, Garth Davis. 

Melita to Calgary where she worked until retiring in 
1975. 

Sidney Garth Davis served with the armed forces 
for a few years before taking an electricians course in 
Calgary. Garth married Carolyn Pattie on August 15, 
1964. From this marriage were born three sons: 
Todd, Paul and Byron, who are still at home with 
their parents in Redcliffe, Alberta. 

Ronald Kirkup Davis married DONNA FORS· 
TER of Melita in 1958. To this union was born a 
daughter, Sheri Lynne. Ron moved his family from 
Melita to Calgary where he was divorced in 1960. He 
worked in the Calgary area for a few years before 
moving to California. He married Jeannie Galbraith 
in 1967. Ofthis marriage there are two children, a 
son Derek and a daughter Devonee. Ron worked as a 
ski lift and maintenance operator until an accident at 
the ski lift left him a paraplegic. He passed away on 
December 29,1981 at Watsonville Hospital, Watson
ville, California. 

Davis, John 
submitted by Walter Hooper 

JOHN DAVIS was born in Sussex, England in 
1832. He and his son TREWIN arrived in Canada in 
the summer of 1895. After arriving at Melita they 
worked on the farms of John E. Thompson and E. 
Attridge. In November of the same year they pur
chased the E 10-2-26, now owned by Orval Kontzie 
in the Verona District. This farm was homesteaded 
by Tom Tamblyn. 

In April of 1896 MRS. DAVIS and daughter 
DAISY arrived in Melita from England. For eight 
years they lived on this farm, until the spring of 1904 
when Mr. Davis had a sale of livestock and machin-



ery and moved to Waskada, where Trewin went into 
the implement business. In June of 1904 Daisy mar
ried ERNEST HOOPER (see Hooper history). 

In 1908 Trewin married EDITH STOVIN, 
youngest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Stovin of 
Waskada. There were five children from this union. 
Harry married Margaret McPherson of Regina, Sas
katchewan. They have one daughter who resides in 
Regina. Kathleen married Ralph McMurdo of 
Tisdale, Saskatchewan and is now living in Duncan, 
British Columbia. They have two sons and one 
daughter. 

Maude married George Desender of the Medora 
District, and is now living in Morden, Manitoba. 
They have two sons and four daughters. 

Dorothy, Mrs. D. Stewart, R.N., spent most of 
her nursing days at Michigan and Minnesota, U. S. A. 
She now lives in Florida. 

A son Jack died in infancy. 
In 1917 Edith passed away at the age of 28. After 

her death the family was taken care of by her sister 
Mrs. William Newcombe of Napinka, where they 
made their home. John Davis passed away in 1911. 
Mrs. Davis continued living in Waskada for several 
years. She later moved to Deloraine to reside with her 
son Trewin, who at that time was manager of the 
creamery. Later they moved to Virden where Trewin 
and son Harry went back into the implement busi
ness. 

Mrs. Davis passed away in Virden on April 16, 
1926 at the age of 85. Trewin remarried and con
tinued to live in Virden until his death in July of 1940 
at the age of 65. 

Day, Duncan 
DUNCAN DAY was born in 1862. He married 

JANET "JENNIE" ATKINSON McLAREN, sister 

Mr: and Mrs. Duncan Day and son Rob. 
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of John F. Atkinson, in 1896. Duncan and Jennie had 
three children: CECIL, BRUCE and ARNOTT. 

Robert McLaren, son of Jennie Atkinson 
McLaren Day, married Elsie Stitt Deroway. They 
have two children Alex and Joyce at Calgary. 

In 1917 Jennie passed away and in 1919 Duncan 
Day married Henrietta Fanny Pridgeon (1870-1947) 
who had children ROY, LILY (DUNNING) and 
CORA (McKAGUE). Duncan died in 1928. Sydney 
and Lily Dunning lived on the farm where the Will 
Atkinson and Duncan Day families had lived (E 
28-1-27). 

Day, Cecil Isaac 
CECIL ISAAC DAY (1898-1957) married 

ELSIE SCHEELS (1896-1974) in 1922. They have 
four children. Lloyd, born in 1924 married Jessie 
and had five boys: ROBERT, JAMES, CALVIN, 
BRIAN and RICHARD. Vivian 1928 married Thor 
Wilken, no family; Marjorie 1930 married Stan 
Taylor and had Wayne, Cheryl, Karen and Roxanne 
(1957-1980). Marjorie is now Mrs. AI Blinston; 
Marion 1932 married Murray Davidson and has four 
sons: Blair, Mark, Kent and Scott. 

Cecil was a farmer and Customs Officer. 

Day, J. Bruce 
J. BRUCE DAY (1902-1955) married Greta 

Harvey of Lyleton. Their son Barry (Rev.) married 
Lilia Eylands and they have three children: Duncan, 
Kathryn and Lorna. Bruce and Greta's daughters 
are: Doreen, Mrs. 1. Lowe with children, Maureen, 
Donald, William and Robert, and Leona, Mrs. Al 
Palynchuk with children Wendy, Barry, Alan, Mark 
and Bruce. 

Day, Arnott 
ARNOTT DAY (1904-1957) married DORO

THY COOPER. They had three children. Bill 
married Michele Parsons with a family of Carmen 
and Alex; Janice married Conrad Hoddinott and has 
a daughter Gail; Murray married Bonnie Schultz 
(1950-1978) who was killed in a car accident. Murray 
married Susan Fehr in 1980 and they have a daughter 
Deleah. 

De Backer, Rick Albert 
RICK ALBERT DE BACKER, son of Albert and 

Zulma De Backer of Deloraine, Manitoba, was born 
on March 14, 1958 in Deloraine Memorial Hospital. 
Rick was educated at Deloraine School. In 1977 he 
started working at Souris Valley Processors Ltd. 
where he is currently employed. 

On March 22,1980 he married TERESA (TER-



RI) MARIE DEMEULEMEESTER, eldest daughter 
of Maurice and Eleanor Demeulemeester of 
Waskada, Manitoba. Terri was born at Deloraine 
Memorial Hospital on June 15, 1961. She received 
her education at Waskada School, and is employed 
by the Royal Bank of Canada, Melita. They reside at 
135 Olympic Crescent. 

Dekeyser, William 
WILLIAM (BILL) AUGUST DEKEYSER was 

born in 1936, the youngest of five children born to 
Rene and Octavie Dekeyser. He received his educa
tion at Princess, Menota and Medora Schools. 

In 1961 he married ILENE MARIE VAN 
DAELE. Ilene was born in 1943, the eldest of two 
children born to Maurice and Beatrice VanDaele. She 
received her education at Medora School. Bill and 
Ilene farm in the Medora area. 

L.-R.: Jacquie, Tony, Bill, Patsy. Seated: Ilene, Penny and 
Marcie DeKeyser (1982). 

They have five children: TONY MICHAEL 
(1962), PATSY JEAN (1963), JACQUELINE MA
RIE (1964), PENNY ANN (1968) and MARCIE 
ELAINE (1972). Tony, Patsy, Jacquie and Penny 
attended school in Medora, then continued their edu
cation at Melita, when the Medora School closed. In 
1982 Jacquie, Penny and Marcie are attending Melita 
School. Tony is at home farming with his dad. Patsy 
is employed in Boissevain. 

Deplaedt, Leopold (Paul) 
LEOPOLD (PAUL) DEPLAEDTcame to Cana

da by boat at the age of 15 years with his Uncle Jules 
Deplaedt in the fall of 1923. His first job was stook
ing the crop. Then came the threshing season, when 
he had to draw sheaves to the threshing machine with 
a team of horses and wagon along with the four or 
five other teamsters to thresh the grain. He had blis
ters on his hands from handling the fork but held his 

504 

own along with the other grown men. They worked 
from early morning to late at night, and wages were 
$50 a month for doing this heavy work. He was 
employed for the winter by his cousin at $5 a month, 
hauling loads of wood from the bush for fire wood. 
He worked for his cousin for seven years, summer 
and winter, and worked for a while in a coal mine. 

On June 8,1932 he married a Canadian born girl 
of 21 years of age named PALMYRE VANDE PON
SEELE also of Belgian descent. Her father and moth
er's names were Auxence Vande Ponseele and 
Alphonsine (nee) Sunaert, of Deloraine, Manitoba. 

In the spring, March 16, 1933, we, Paul and 
Palmyre, rented a farm four and a half miles from 
Melita from a man named Dr. W. Leslie for three 
years. The first two years were very dry and the 
grasshoppers ate everything so we had no crop. The 
third year was extremely wet and the crop rusted so 
badly it was all shrivelled grain, grading No. 6 
wheat. We got $15 for a wagon box load of wheat and 
11¢ a bushel for some rye we had. In those two first 
years the only things that thrived were our young 
turkeys. We raised 30 and they lived on the grasshop
pers. We also milked six cows and sold cream for a 
living. We got $2 to $3 for a can of cream. We had no 
car, just a pony and buggy. The next year was a little 
better. We grew good clover so had some feed for the 
cows. We then moved and rented a farm near Coulter 
from Mr. A. D. Thompson for six years. We had 
good crops there so we bought a car, a radio and also 
a secondhand tractor after two or three years; before 
we just farmed with horses. 

Our first child, NORMAN MAURICE, was 
born on January 2, 1936. GEORGE VALERE was 
born May 18,1938. Our third child ROY PAUL, was 
born July 9, 1942. A daughter, JEANETTE BER
NICE was born March 25, 1944. She died of pneu
monia at the age of seven and one-half months. 

When Norman became school age we rented an
other farm near Melita from a Mrs. Catherine Ruelle, 
four and a half miles west of town, and lived there six 
years. Norman went to school in Melita for two or 
three years. We had good crops, and in 1949 we 
moved to a farm on a section we purchased two and a 
half miles north of Elva. The children went to Belfry 
School for a few years and then to Elva School their 
finishing years. 

When Norman and George were through school 
they left for Port Alberni, British Columbia to find 
jobs there. Norman stayed, and got married in 1960 
to Vergina Volkman. He raised two daughters and an 
adopted son. In 1971 he married Wanda Gray. They 
raised their family there and still live in Port Albemi. 

Meanwhile we purchased another section ofland. 
George came back from British Columbia and helped 



his father farm. He got married November 19, 1960 
to a girl from White Fox in B. C. Her name was 
Cheryl Chambers. They had three children also. 

Roy married a school teacher by the name of 
BETTE SNYDER of Melita in 1962 (daughter of 
Arnold and Katie). They farmed one year and then 
moved to Calgary where he started a business. They 
raised a family of three children, now pretty well 
grown up. After we retired in 1965, George took over 
the farm. They farmed till 1980 then moved to Medi
cine Hat where they now are in the motel business. 

We celebrated our 50th Wedding Anniversary in 
the summer of 1982 and still live in Melita at 198 
Willow Street. 

Desender, Charles 
Our parents were born in Belgium, Mother in 

1890 and Father in 1891. In 1911 they were married 
and lived in West Flanders, Belgium until coming to 
Canada in 1913. They chose to live at Deloraine, 
where they worked on various farms and took care of 
a livery stable. In 1922 they settled on a farm in the 
Mimosa District (between Medora and Waskada). 
Their youngest child was born there. The family of 
five included: ANGEL, born in 1913. She married 
Remi Aneca in 1932 and resides in Deloraine. They 
had two daughters, Lorraine and Marie; 
MARSHEL and RACHEL, twins born in 1916. 
Marshel married Elvera Bourdeau in 1938 and re
sides in Tilston. They had two children, Bernard 
and Carol. Rachel married D. Arthur Wood in 1934 
(see Arthur Wood history); GEORGE, born in 1918, 
married Maud Davis in 1941 and resides at Morden. 
They had six children: Sharlene, Judy, Lloyd, 
Edith, Terry and Cathy; and HELEN, born in 1926 
married Maurice Vanhove in 1946 and resides in 

Charles Desender family. Back: Rachel. Marshei. George. 
Angele. Front: Mr. Desender. Helen and Mrs. Desender. 
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Deloraine. They had four children: Glen, Diane, 
Jack and Doug. 

In the spring of 1929, our family moved to a farm 
west of Napinka, known as the "Cobb Farm" and 
located in the Souris River flats in the West Brenda 
School District. The hay, machinery and threshing 
outfit had been moved in the fall. Ten horse-drawn 
sleighs loaded with belongings herded horses and 
cattle, on a mild spring day, the 24 mile trip to our 
new home. Helpers to move were friends and neigh
bours such as Andrew and Maurice Cocquyt, An
drew and Maurice Cree peele and Maurice Van
beselaere. Our mother, along with her family, was in 
the last sleigh box. 

The night before the move, all helpers stayed at 
the Desender home. As there were not enough beds, 
they took turns sleeping and playing cards. All were 
up at 4 a.m. as there was much to do. Everything had 
to be packed in sleighs, beds taken down, stoves and 
pipes taken down, and a big breakfast eaten for the 
long trip. We were on the road by 7:30 a.m. and 
arrived at the home of Paul Cocquyt's at noon. There 
the horses, family and helpers were fed. We were on 
our way again and stopped for coffee at Victor Van
beselaere's around 4 p.m. We drank it in the sleigh as 
darkness was threatening. 

Victor's oldest daughter, Alice, joined us to help 
settle the family in our new home. There were still 
two challenges to meet before our big day was over. 
First we must cross the Souris River where the spring 
ice was very weak. Only one sleigh at a time hurried 
over the half mile stretch of creaking ice. This took 
some time but finally everyone was across safely and 
we arrived at our new home at 6:30 p.m. Although 
everyone was very tired, we must complete our day. 
Horses and cattle had to be fed, stoves had to be set 
up for warmth and to cook supper on for 17 people, 
beds to be set up and dishes washed. At last all was in 
order and at 11 p.m. we all turned in after a big day on 
the move. 

While living on this farm, Dad increased his herd 
of Purebred Hereford cattle and loved to show them 
at fairs. Mom and Dad were always ready to help 
their many friends and neighbours and were very 
active members of the Roman Catholic Church. 
Mom was often called on as a midwife or a helper in 
time of sickness or death. 

There were many hard times during these early 
years, but of course, many good times such as the 
annual church picnic on our farm, attended by about 
200 people. We played ball in the pasture, climbed a 
waxed pole for prizes, had pillow fights, and went 
swimming in the river. The Bunkhouse Dance took 
place in June each year. We would clear out the 
bunkhouse and have many friends to dance to local 



music. The skating parties took place on the Souris 
River each winter and then we returned to our home 
for lunch. It was always the week's highlight when 
our mother saw we were all ready for church on 
Sunday morning. Her prayers were for us all to have a 
great faith in God. 

Our parents moved near Deloraine in 1944 where 
they bought their first farm. Due to ill health, Dad 
had to retire in 1950. They built a new home in 
Deloraine where they lived until Dad's death in 1970. 
Mom moved into the Care Home in 1973. Here she 
spent many hours doing lovely handwork which she 
took prizes for at fairs. Mother passed away in 1976. 

We are thankful they had the pleasure of celebrat
ing 55 years of life together. They always loved to 
return to the Melita area to renew old friendships. 
Happiness to them was family and friends. 

Detwiler, Henry 
taken from a Winnipeg paper 

"I left there in the spring of 1882 - the county of 
Lambton, near Sarnia, Ontario, you know, and we 
were married in Melita in 1890 before the railway 
was there, Henry went on. 

"It was a beautiful wedding too," chimed in Mrs. 
Detwiler. "The minister was the Rev. Thomas Wal
ton, and after the ceremony we went back eight miles 
to our little homestead in a horse and buggy we 
borrowed for the occasion. You see, we had to have 
something borrowed and something new on our wed
ding day." 

"When I first hit Winnipeg," the old timer re
called, "the CPR station was just a box car, and we 
lived in a tent outside of town - where Grace Church 
stands now. It was an awful place - mud galore. The 
muddiest place I ever saw was Main Street when it 
was the mud season." 

As a leader in the building trade in his day, Mr. 
Detwiler saw much of the original residential section 
of the city grow up. After a few years, however, the 
homesteading spirit got him and he, "bought an old 
buckboard and oxen team from a railroading outfit, 
loaded everything into it, and set out for Melita. It 
took nine days to get there," he recalled, "and if we 
couldn't find a house to sleep in at night we'd just 
sleep under the wagon box. " 

Mrs. Detwiler reminisced "and you'll never 
guess what I got for a wedding present - a beautiful 
big black horse and a little buggy. After that I felt like 
a lady of the land and would go driving all over the 
countryside visiting friends." 

When automobiles started appearing on the road, 
however, the country visiting was curtailed because 
the horses got too frightened. "Driving one horse 
was bad when a car came along," Henry explained, 
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Mr. and Mrs. Henry Detwiler's 50th Anniversary. 

"but when you got four or five horses onto a harrow, 
by jingo, you can't control them when a car comes 
along, and all you can do is follow." 

Mr. and Mrs. Detwiler spent 24 years in Melita 
District, then came to Winnipeg where they have 
lived since. They have no family, but while at Melita 
brought up two nephews, Seymour and Charles Mc
Creath. 

They celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniver
sary on Christmas Day in 1940. 

Dewart, Joseph 
by Roberta Cameron 

JOSEPH DEWART was born in Hillsborough, 
County Dawn, Ireland in 1882. He came to Canada in 
1906, settling in Dunrea, Manitoba where he worked 
as a blacksmith. In 1906 he married ANNIE FERGU
SON who was born in Ballnahinch, County Down, 
Ireland. In 1907 he went to Melita where his wife 
Annie joined him and later moved to Elva, where he 
took over the blacksmith business. 

Joe worked in Elva until 1950 when ill health 
forced him to retire. He was a member of the Oddfel
lows Lodge and a dedicated member of the Orange 
and Black Lodges. Joe died in 1951 and is buried in 
the Melita Cemetery. 

Annie Dewart was a devoted member of the Pres
byterian Church, worked for the Red Cross in both 
World Wars and was a member of the Women's 
Institute. She was a good neighbour and made a 



Mr. and Mrs. Joe Dewart. 

home for her boarders. She died in 1962 and is buried 
in the Melita Cemetery. 

Joe and Annie had five children. AGNES was 
born in Belfast in 1906. She was educated in Elva, 
married LANCE DANDY and lived on a farm in the 
Pierson district. They later moved to Elva for a few 
years and then to Brandon in 1943 where Lance 
worked for the meat packing plant. They are now 
living in Central Park Lodge in Brandon. They had 
three children: Maxine was married to Don Clenden
ning and they reside in Brandon. Eric is with the 
R.C.M.P. in Ladysmith, British Columbia. He mar
ried Octavia Leon and they have one daughter. Carol 
married John Suter. They live in Vernon, British 
Columbia and have two children, Linda and Eric. 

JOSEPHINE ELLA, "ENA" as she was 
called, trained for a nurse in Estevan hospital. She 
married Earl Kirk. They had two girls Kay and 
Barbara. Ena and her husband were travelling from 
North Bay, where they made their home, to Win
nipeg when taking the ferry at Sault St. Marie their 
car accidently slipped into the water. Their bodies 
were not found until 15 years later in 1955. Barbara 
was raised by her grandparents in Elva. Kay, a six 
month old baby, went to live with her Aunt Roberta. 
Barbara went to the Elva School, then took a business 
course in Brandon. Barbara and her grandmother 
moved to Brandon where Barbara worked for Inves
tors Syndicate and is working at this time. She mar
ried Campbell Moore and they have three children: 
Douglas is married and works as an accountant at the 
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Red Oak Inn; Kirk lives in Winnipeg and works for 
Autopac; and Lynn is still attending school. 

Kay went to teachers' college and received her 
Bachelor of Education. She was married to Bob 
Nerenberg in 1967. They are now living in Edmonton 
and have three children, Mark, Kara and Mathew. 

MYRTLE was born in 1911 at Elva. She was 
educated at Elva and worked in Voas' store until she 
was married. She married Harry Reynolds in 1933 
and lived on their farm at Gainsborough. They had 
four children, Noreen, Gerald, William and Pa
tricia. William died when 20 months old. Myrtle 
passed away in 1948. 

ROBERTA was born in 1913 and went to the Elva 
School. In 1936 she married Lew Cameron of Car
ievale. They lived in Gainsborough where Lew oper
ated a grain elevator, later moving to Camduff in 
1949. Lew passed away in 1973. Roberta still lives in 
Camduff. 

They had two children Jim, born in 1938 and 
Sandra, born in 1948. Jim is married and has two 
children,le!!rey andlennifer. Sandra married Gene 
Ollenberger in 1977. They live in Edmonton and 
have one child, Cameron. 

LYLE was born in 1923. He was educated in 
Elva. He taught school for a year in the Melita dis
trict. He joined the Air Force graduating as a Flying 
Officer. He was listed as missing and presumed dead 
January 31, 1945. His name is engraved in the Run
nymede Memorial in England as one of the Com
monwealth flyers missing. 

Dizon, Dr. A. 
DR. A. DIZON came to Melita in 1972 and 

practiced with Dr. Singh until the latter left in 1973. 
Dr. Dizon was born in the Phillipines. He was 

married in 1963 to FALIOMENA YABCO and that 
same year they left for the U.S.A. 

He studied internship, and residency in surgery in 
Ohio and Norfolk, Virginia till 1968. While in the 
United States, their two sons, ALBERT and 
ROBERTO, were born. They went to St. John, New 
Brunswick where Dr. Dizon studied in the D.V.A. 
Hospital in surgery until 1970. That same year they 
left for Ottawa and Dr. Dizon practiced in Mount 
Port. The family came to Reston in 1971 and to 
Melita in 1972, where Dr. Dizon is Chief of Staff at 
the Melita and Area Health Centre. 

Dobbyn, John 
The history of the Dobbyn family cannot be truly 

told without including this story which was taken 
from the family Bible of Richard John Dobbyn. 

Richard Dobbyn and Maria Bobier were married 
by the Reverend Ormsby in the Town of Castledomer, 



Kilkenny, Ireland, April 20, 1815. He at the age of 
20, and she at 18 years of age. 

Shortly after their marriage they decided to come 
to the New World and seek their fame and fortune in 
British America. Fortunately, it seemed, at the time, 
an exceptionally cheap passage across the ocean was 
available, so it was agreed that Richard would go first 
and get their new home in readiness while his wife 
would follow with a party of friends about a month 
later. 

The ship on which Richard sailed turned out to be 
a British privateer, and the offer of cheap passage to 
America had been but a new press-gang scheme. 
After six weeks of cruising the South Atlantic with 
scarcely a single prize, a sail was reported off the 
starboard bow many miles distant. That night under 
cover of darkness, Richard Dobbyn crept through a 
porthole and cautiously let himself down a rope into 
the black water, determined to gain his freedom. He 
swam for hours toward the flickering light of the 
Yankee ship and finally reached his goal with barely 
enough strength to crawl into the chainworks by 
means of a broken rigging cable before he collapsed 
from utter exhaustion. 

The captain of the boat was impressed by the 
courage and determination of young Dobbyn and hid 
him in a crate in the hold when the privateer came the 
following day. He convinced the privateers that the 
man they were seeking must have been a victim of the 
sharks. 

A month later Richard was in Montreal, in agony 
of mind about the whereabouts of his young wife. He 
learned that an immigrant ship had sailed up the St. 
Lawrence not three days before his arrival, and he 
found his wife's name on the passenger list. From a 
passenger who had come over in the same vessel, he 
learned that the party with whom his wife was travel
ling, had left only the day previous for the Upper 
Province. Going to the government office to make 
some final inquiries before heading West, Richard 
unexpectedly met Maria coming down the steps, and 
a joyful and thankful reunion took place. They later 
received land from Colonel Talbot, in what was then 
known as Zone Township where Richard started 
farming and also taught school for 12 years. He was 
magistrate for many years and one of the early found
ers of the Methodist Church. 

They had a family of 11, four girls and seven 
boys. The eldest was JOHN born February 8, 1820 
and he was to become our great grandfather. 

John Dobbyn and JANE LAIRD were married in 
1847. Their children were MARIA, who died when a 
child; RICHARD JOHN, CHARLES SYDNEY 
and EDWARD FRANCIS. These three all came to 
Manitoba in the early 1880's to take up farming. 

Dobbyn, Richard John 
RICHARD DOBBYN and MARY GRAHAM 

married October 6, 1864. Their family consisted of 
Vina, Joseph, Bert, Fanny, Clara, Jenny, Minnie, 
Herbert, John (died in infancy), Bob, Bill and 
Arthur. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. J. Dobbyn's 65th Anniversary (1939). 

Dobbyn, Joseph 
Joseph Milton and Helen (Nellie) Smith were 

married March 18, 1903. Their family consisted of: 
Borden, Arletta May, Albert (see separate history), 
Gertrude, Lloyd, (killed in World War II, awarded a 
D.F.C.), Laura (see Furtney history), Russell (see 
separate history), Bertha (died in infancy) and Fred 
(see separate history). 

Arletta May married Gordon Southam on April 
16, 1927. Their children are: Evelyne, Beth, Joyce, 
Lloyd" Vina and Bob. 

Gertrude married Bill Whetter on July 3, 1943. 
Their children are: Helen, Frances and Jane. 

From the above list of names have come persons 
with many gifts, talents and skills, which have been 
taken into various professions, occupations and 
sports. The numerous cups and trophies to be seen in 
several homes verify some of the successes and ac
complishments in various fields. 

We will always feel a deep sense of gratitude to 
our dear parents "Joe and Nellie" who in their 
wisdom believed life is for growth: spiritual, mental 
and physical; and they did all in their power, with 
many sacrifices thrown in, to make these develop
ments possible. 

And what about the political aspect? There was 
never any doubt to what party Joe belonged - Con
servative - and there are still many "chips off the 
old block" lying around! 

It is indeed a privilege to add "something" to the 



Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Dobbyn family. Back: Borden, May, Lloyd, 
Gertrude, Albert. Front: Joe, Laura, Russell, Fred, Nellie 
(1925). 

Melita story and to further express how good it is to 
live in such a community. It had been a pleasure to 
work and serve on the council, church and school 
boards, 4-H, art committees and other community 
endeavors. The deep and sincere friendship and sup
port through times of joy and sorrow have always 
been so deeply appreciated. Such relationships are 
the "stuff" that makes a community, thus a nation, 
great. 

Dobbyn, Robert Borden (Bud) 
Robert Borden and Mae Millicent Davidson 

were married August 12, 1931. Their children were: 
Wesley (died in 1954), Bill, Willa Delle, Jack and 
Gwen. 

Four generations: Borden, father Joe, grandpa Dick and 
great-grandpa John Dobbyn. 
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Dobbyn, William Albert 
WilliamAlbertDobbyn, son of Mr. and Mrs. Joe 

Dobbyn, was born in Melita where he received all his 
education and was later employed with the Royal 
Bank at Deloraine, Birtle and Brandon. In 1937 he 
became a grain buyer for the Lake of the Woods. In 
1960 the Manitoba Pool purchased the Lake of the 
Woods and he continued with them until his retire
ment in 1972. 

Albert married Florence Phyllis Quane, daugh
terofMr. and Mrs. Thomas Quane on June 28, 1939. 

They had four children: Carol, born December 
10, 1940 who passed away in a Winnipeg hospital in 
January 1951, twin boys Doug and Don, born May 1, 
1943 and Barb, born September 10, 1949. All chil
dren received their education in Melita. 

Doug is employed with the Manitoba Hydro in 
Winnipeg. He married Pat Hutton in October 1970. 
They have two children, STACY, born September 18, 
1975 and LINDSAY, born January 31, 1978. Doug 
enjoys golfing, curling and ball. Pat is an avid Blue 
Bombers fan and enjoys curling. She is busy as a 
director for Mary Kay Cosmetics. 

Don is employed with the Manitoba Highways 
Department. He married Barb Champion in July 
1966. They had two children, DEBRA, born May 12, 
1970 and DONNA, born December 7, 1971. Don 
enjoys golfing and supporting the local hockey boys. 
Don, Debra and Donna are all good bowlers and 
enjoy it very much. 

Barb worked for the Toronto Dominion Bank at 
Deloraine for five years. She married Brian Onslow 
in August 1970. They have two daughters, JILL, born 
November 17, 1973 and JACQUIE, born January 6, 
1976. In 1981 Barb became postmistress of Medora 
and in 1982 they took over the Medora Trading Store 
from Brian's parents. Both Brian and Barb share 
interest in curling, golf and downhill skiing, and 
enjoy summer days spent at their cottage at Lake 
Metigoshe. 

Both Al and Phyllis were interested in all com
munity activities. They were members of the United 
Church. Al was a member of the local church board 
and played the chimes for a number of years. Phyllis 
was an avid artist and enjoyed helping the Melita Art 
Club and also taught a class in Medora. She was an 
active member of the U.C.W. and Legion Ladies' 
Auxiliary and a 4-H leader. They both enjoyed curl
ing, golfing, bowling and many fun nights of cards 
with neighbours and friends. 

We were all saddened by the death of Phyllis in 
March 1982 after a long battle with cancer. She was a 
wonderful lady, wife, mother and friend. 

Editor's note: (Phyllis sketched the drawing for 
the cover of our book). 



Dobbyn, Russell 
Russell took over the home farm after his moth

er's death in 1941. Mrs. Nellie Dobbyn was 
predeceased by her husband Joseph Dobbyn in)939. 

Russell married Dorothy Gertrude Gould of the 
Bernice District, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel 
Gould, on March 18, 1942. 

Russell and Dorothy were blessed with five chil
dren. James Dale was born February 6, 1944; Ross 
Howard and Lloyd Samuel were born November 26, 
1945; Maureen Gertrude was born April 28, 1948 
and Donna Jean was born March 28, 1957. 

L.-A., Back: Dale, Jason, Ethel. Front: Lisa, Chad, Jamie 
Dobbyn. 

Dale married Ethel Mae Park of Poplar Point in 
1966. They have four children: JAMIE MAE, born 
June 28,1967; CHAD RUSSEU, born July 29,1968; 
LISA DAWN, born September 6,1969; and JAYSON 
ROBEKTborn November 28,1979. Dale was a half 
ownership in the Shell, D. & H. Farms Sales Ltd., in 
Melita. 
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Russell Dobbyn family. L.-A.: Maureen, Lloyd, Dale, Ross, 
Donna Jean. Seated: Dorothy and Russell. 

Ross and Lloyd have never married. They have a 
productive farming operation with their father. 

Maureen married Larry Edward M War of 
Waskada in 1967. They have a family of three: MAR
TY EVERETT, born September 22, 1968; KARLA 
MAUREEN, born July 26, 1970; and JULIE ANNE, 
born July 30, 1973. Maureen and Larry have their 
farm at Waskada cash rented and are presently living 
at Lake Metigoshe. Larry works in Deloraine. 

Donna Jean married Gordon Allen McNish of 
Lyleton, July 26,1975. DOnna Jean is employed with 
Virden Credit Union Ltd., Melita Branch, and Gor
don is employed with Russell's Electric. 

Dobbyn, James Frederick 
by Aileen Webb 

Fred, the youngest of the Joseph and Nellie Dob
byn family of nine, was born September 24, 1922 at 
Melita and attended school at Melita while growing 
up on the farm. 

After his parents died, Fred went to Grande Prai
rie, to work for his uncle, in the Porteous Hardware. 
This was in 1941, and a year later he left to join the 
army. 

His regiment was the "Eighth New Brunswick 
Hussars" . He drove a tank in the 5th Division, serv
ing in England, Italy, France, Holland and Belgium. 

Fred returned to Grande Prairie for a year after 
the war, working for A. M. Dalgleish at Imperial 
Motors. He returned to Melita and the farm in 1946. 

He and Aileen Webb of Napinka were married 
October 20, 1947 in Winnipeg. 



We lived the first winter in Melita, in two rooms, 
in the Herb Dobbyn home, then went to the Borden 
Dobbyn farm for nearly a year. Fred was farming his 
own half section and buying a few cattle. We decided 
to move into Melita, buying a small house. Fred had 
been driving a school van; then he hauled coal for the 
town of Melita. 

On August 26, 1948 we became parents of a baby 
boy, James Webb. 

In March 1950 Fred decided to buy a half interest 
in Imperial Motors, in Grande Prairie, selling Stu
debaker cars, service and gas. Mr. Dalgleish's health 
failed and we bought his share a couple of years later. 
Fred retired from the garage March 30, 1980 and now 
leases the property to Imperial Oil. 

We have retired to a farm, six miles west of 
Grande Prairie where Fred has cattle, riding horses 
and standardbred horses. He belongs to Grande Prai
rie and Peace River Sulky Clubs, B circuit, and he 
thoroughly enjoys racing. 

We have seven children. Jim married Linda Mur
phy and has three children, TIMOTHY 12; KERR! 
JO, 9; and CHRISTINA, 7. Janice and Wendy mar
ried brothers Larry and Neal Smith and each have a 
son and daughter. Wayne married Holly Pelleran. 
They have a son CARMAN, 6. All live within ten 
miles of Grande Prairie. Penny married Robert Baker 
of Waterton Park and they live in Lethbridge. Todd 
and Tracy are still iii school and live at home. 

We have enjoyed our years in Grande Prairie and 
still have fond memories of Napinka and Melita. 

Dobbyn, Richard Herbert 
submitted by Melba Murray (Dobbyn) 

Richard Herbert Dobbyn was born on Septem
ber 16, 1889 to Richard John and Mary Frances 
(Graham) Dobbyn. Herb, as he was known to his 
many friends and family, took all his schooling in 
Melita, where he lived his entire life. He married 
Elizabeth, third daughter of James and Beatrice An
derson, on March 22,1922 and farmed one and one
half miles west of town until 1945 . To this union one 
daughter, Melba Frances, was born, on May 31, 
1930. 

Lacrosse was the sport of the day in the early 
years and Herb took part with his brothers in that 
activity. In later years, his love of music gave him 
much pleasure at home and away from home. His 
violin kept many toes tapping at Browns' School 
dances, where his wife, Elizabeth, better known as 
Lizzie or Beth, accompanied him on the guitar and 
her sister, Helen Harmon, chorded on the piano. 

Work was done by horses in the days when Herb 
was farming and his love of horses showed in the care 
he gave them. Beth, too, had a great love of horses 
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Herb, Melba, Beth Dobbyn in 1940 with Sport. 

and would more often drive to town with "Pride" 
and the buggy than take the new 1930 Whippet, so it 
was no surprise when she won a prize at the Melita 
Fair for Best Lady Driver. She served as one of the 
Lady Directors of the Agricultural Society in connec
tion with the cooking classes at that time. 

Both Herb and Beth were active in community 
functions. Herb was a member of the Oddfellows' 
Lodge, and Beth a Past Noble Grand of Golden Link 
Rebekah Lodge. Both attended church services reg
ularly at Victoria United Church and Beth took an 
active part in the Women's Missionary Society. They 
were good neighbours - always willing to help in 
time of need. Lizzie, had a friendly, outgoing way. 
One of her closest friends, Hazel Oberlin, remarked 
tha~she once said "Let us never get too busy that we 
can't take time to visit." She made the most of her 
young life, leaving her loved ones on May 18, 1944, 
still a young wife and mother. Herb and Melba 
moved from the farm into R. J. Dobbyn's home in 
January 1945. (This home is now owned and lived in 
by Earl and Sherri Line). He lived there until the 
spring of 1967 when he was hospitalized in Brandon, 
where he died on August 3, 1968. 

Melba took all her education at Melita School. 
She was a Girl Guide, under the capable leaderships 
of Mrs. Musson and, then Mrs. Powne. In later 
years, Melba was active in church work, teaching 
Sunday School, as leader of the e.G.LT. and playing 
the piano for the Junior Choir at church. In 1948, she 
attended Tux.edo Normal School and took the six 
week course given at that time for permit teachers. 
On completion Melba taught at Belfry School for one 



term. After the year ofteaching, Melba worked in the 
grocery department of H. Sures & Co. for five years 
until her marriage tolohn Cameron Sinclair, son of 
Edwin and Daisy Sinclair ofWaskada, on December 
11, 1954. At the time of their marriage Jack was 
owner of Melita Plumbing and Heating. The next 
years of Melba's life were spent caring for her home 
and three children, Murray, Cindy and Cameron. 
They attended Melita Public School. Murray and 
Cameron's interests centered around baseball, 
hockey, Boy Scouts and the school band. Cindy 
belonged to Explorers, 4-H and Melita Figure Skat
ing Club and all three attended United Church Sun
day School. Their life was saddened by the death of 
their father on November 26, 1967. At this time, 
Melba was employed by C. Carels' Red & White 
Store and she worked there until her marriage to Ivan 
Murray on January 3, 1970. At this time she and 
Murray, aged 15, Cindy 13 and Cam 12 moved to 
Ivan's farm, one mile west of Lyleton. There they 
made their home with Ivan and his two children, 
Candice, aged 14 and Rodney, 12. A daughter, Carla 
Mae was born to Ivan and Melba on December 22, 
1970, making it truly a "Yours, Mine and Ours" 
family. 

L.-R., Back: Cameron Sinclair, Ivan and Rodney Murray, Mur
ray Sinclair. Front: Candice Brown, Melba Murray, Cindy Lin
denberg, Carla Murray (1982). 

At the time of writing, Murray Sinclair is a grain 
buyer for Pioneer Elevator in Beechy, Saskatchewan 
where he lives with his wife, Kate, the former Kath
ryn Moyes of Brandon and their three sons, JOHN, 
JEREMY and JESSE. Candice, Norman and CORY 
Brown live in Brandon, where Norm is employed by 
Manco Dairies and Candice by Westoba Credit 
Union. Cindy and Gordon Lindenberg live in Cal
gary with their baby daughter, KArYN ELIZABETH. 
Gordon is Field Systems Engineer for Amdahl Ltd. 
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Computer Manufacturers. Cameron, Sylvia (nee 
Vickers of Pierson) and SARAH Sinclair live in 
Gainsborough, Saskatchewan where Cam is man
ager of the Gainsborough Co-op. Rodney and Cathy 
(nee Huish of Gainsborough) Murray live in Brandon 
where Rob works as a meat cutter for Burns and 
Cathy is employed as a Laboratory Technologist. 
Carla is in Grade VII at Pierson School and is active 
in 4-H, school band, piano and enjoys all sports. 

Since 1978, Melba has been Postmistress of 
Lyleton Post Office, along with Murray's General 
Store in the same building. She is still active in 
communi ty work belonging to U. C. W., W.1., 
Lyleton choir, Golden Link Rebekah Lodge in 
Melita, Secretary of the Life and Work division of 
Brandon Presbytery and one of the leaders of the 
"Messenger" group in Melita. Ivan drives a school 
bus for Antler River School Division. He has retired 
from farming but still raises cattle and works at 
"Melba's Mall". Their life centers around their 
home, family and community. 

Dobbyn, Charles 
Three sons were born to the first Mrs. Charles 

Dobbyn, namely: CHARLES STAFFORD, born 
April 2, 1886; JOHN FRANCES, born September 
15,1888; andBRUCEL. W., born August 12,1889. 
After the death of MARY E. DOBBYN March 17, 
1891, Mr. Dobbyn married BELVAH REDDAWAY 
to whom these children were born: ETHEL, born 
October 23, 1892; JAMES, born November 9, 1894; 
MILTON, born November 27, 1895; TRESSA, 
born April 17, 1897; DOLSON, born June 9,1898; 
CARRIE, born October 8, 1899; NETTIE, born 
August 3, 1901 (see Greig history); SIDNEY, born 
July 13, 1904; IRWIN, born September 23, 1906; 
ERNEST, born February 22, 1908; EDITH, born 
October 2, 1909 (see Max Shnitka history); ALLAN 
ELLIS, born May 9, 1912 (see separate history); 
HENRY, born June 17,1913 and ILEEN VIVIAN, 
born April 15, 1917. 

Dobbyn, Bruce Laird Wycliffe 
BRUCE was born in Melita in 1889, the third son 

of Charles Sydney and Mary E. Dobbyn. He married 
EMMA CHARLOTTE FOREMAN in 1914. She 
was born in Michigan. Bruce died in 1974 and his 
wife died in 1975. 

Their children were: Arden Laird, Clarence 
Wycliffe, Dorothy (deceased), Marion (deceased), 
and Harvey (deceased). 

Dobbyn, Clarence Wycliffe 
Clarence left Melita in 1933. In 1946 he married 

Alice Jean Keatinge in Toronto. Clarence and Alice 



Clarence Wycliffe Dobbyn (1939). 

had a family of ten: Lloyd Bruce, born February 4, 
1947, died 1955; Douglas Clare, born June 23,1948 
(has three children Trlena born May 27, 1968, Lisa 
born September 14, 1971, and Brenda born June 14, 
1973); James Stuart, born June 27, 1949 (has one 
daughter Barbara born July 2, 1972); Diane Jean 
Harris, born October 2, 1950 (has two children 
Kirstie, born April 30, 1970 and Rory, born February 
7, 1980); Marjorie Marion, born May 17, 1952; 
Larry William, born October 5, 1953; Helen Mary 
Louise Bissonette, born June 9,1956 (has a daughter 
Michelle Helen born February 1, 1982); Richard 
John, born June 9, 1956; Kenneth Paul, born De
cember 31, 1962 and Patricia Doreen, born March 
11, 1964. 

Dobbyn, Milton 
MILTON DOBBYN was the third child of 

Charles and Belvah (Reddaway) and married ISA
BELLA OBERLIN, daughter of John and Mary. 
The family farmed at Melita until 1934 when they 
went north to farm at Strathclair, Manitoba. They 
lived at Elphinstone for a short period but relocated 
again at Strathc1air. 

They had a family of five: Alice (Mrs. Alex 
McNobb of Newdale who has a family of two boys; a 
daughter was tragically burned in a house fire in 
1981); Kenneth, who was killed in a truck-train colli
sion in Winnipeg in 1953; Eva (Mrs. Tony Riley, 
resides on a grain farm at McConnell, Manitoba); 
Tom is a resident of Brandon. He married Darlene 
Brown of Rivers. They have a son and a daughter. 
Tom has a repair shop and Darlene assists in the 
income tax office; Gordon and his wife Donna, a 
practical nurse, reside at Strathclair. Gordon has op
erated a piggery among other work such as garage 
and elevator work. They have a small family of two. 
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Belle passed away at an early age in 1956 and 
Milton lives in Strathc1air. 

Dobbyn, Allan Ellis 
by daughter Marjorie E. Johnson 

Allan, or ALLIE as he was commonly known by 
his friends and family, was born on May 9, 1912 on 
the family farm east of Melita. He was the twelfth 
child of Charles Sidney and Belvah Dobbyn. 

Allie attended a country school a few miles east 
of the farm which was situated on the eastern part of 
land now owned by Irwin Dobbyn. In school Allie 
completed his Grade IX and ventured out into the 
world as a farm hand for his father and others of the 
community. 

Allan Dobbyn family. l..R.: Ruth, Louis, Joyce, Marjorie, 
George, Margaret, (insert) Allan. 

On October 19, 1942 he joined the armed forces 
as a gunner in the Queen's Own Cameron Highlan
ders and served his country until medically dis
charged in 1945. 

At Winnipeg on July 5, 1945 Allie married 
RUTH ELIZABETH HOGG, second daughter of 
John P. and Theresa Hogg of Strathclair, Manitoba. 
Their first home was on the farm owned by Stafford 
(Paddy) Dobbyn, his brother. From there they moved 
just east of Melita along the railway tracks. It was 
while they were living here that their first child Mar
garet Ruth was born on February 2, 1947. On Sep
tember 19,1949 Marjorie Elizabeth was born. Both 
girls were born at the Tamblyn Nursing Home in 
Melita. Next the family moved to a lot in the extreme 
north of Melita. Joyce Theresa was born in the 
Deloraine Hospital on July 31, 1951. For a number of 
years Allie was employed as a drayman for the town 
of Melita. In the early spring of 1953 serious illness 
struck the family as Joyce and Margaret came down 
with polio. Margaret was moved to Brandon Hospital 



where she was to remain three months. Joyce, the 
more seriously affected, was moved to a Winnipeg 
hospital where she spent six months. 

Allie was employed for a number of years as 
bartender in the Metropolitan Hotel of which Max 
and Edith Schnitka (the latter being Allie's sister) 
were owners. Allan "George" was born on June 9, 
1955. Raymond Charles came along in August of 
1956. Tragedy struck in March of 1957 Raymond 
died after a bout with pneumonia. Again the family 
was blessed with a son, Louis Ellis, on November 
30, 1958. 

With a family of this size Allie had to find and 
keep work. For the next years he held a number of 
jobs ranging from working for the Manitoba Tele
phone System to shovelling coal from coal cars to 
farm labour in the rural communities, a couple being 
Cecil Greig and Irwin Dobbyn. 

Allie was a gifted musician who played the 
mouth organ and the violin by ear. Along with his 
wife Ruth on the guitar they entertained friends and 
family. Our early life is remembered as a time of 
laughing and music and Mom and Dad teaching us to 
dance. Even the state of poverty did not affect the 
good times. But the good times weren't to last as our 
parents separated and were divorced in 1979. Louis 
went away with mother and George quit school to 
find work. The girls were already married and away 
from home. 

In July of 1978 the family helped Allie move to 
his new home, a block from the old house and for
merly Mrs. Gertie Lumb's house. Here Allie resided 
until his passing on September 10, 1980. 

Margaret Ruth Dobbyn attended Melita School 
and got her Grade X. In July 1964 she married 
Elwood Cameron, youngest son of John and Nellie 
Cameron, of Storthoaks, Saskatchewan. They farm 
six miles south of Storthoaks. In 1966 Michael An
thony was chosen to become a part of the family. He 
was born in June 1964. In 1966 Dixie Simone was 
chosen to be a member of the family too. She was 
born in 1965 in September. In November of 1969 
David Clinton was born to the couple. Then in Au
gust of 1978 twin boys, Ronald Kenneth and Ray
mond Terry were born to the family. 

Marjorie Elizabeth Dobbyn attended the Melita 
School and graduated in 1968. She was employed by 
Doctors Malyska and Bonar of the Deloraine Medi
cal Centre as a medical secretary. In June of 1969 she 
married John William Johnson, youngest son of Ber
tie and Annie Johnson of Gainsborough, Saskatche
wan. They farm three miles north of Gainsborough. 
Marjorie was employed by the Gainsborough Credit 
Union. In August 1971 Rhonda Elizabeth was born. 
Then in April of 1975 Wendy Anne made her ap-
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pearance. Ryan John was born in 1977 in August. 
Marjorie is still employed by the Gainsborough 
Credit Union. 

Joyce Theresa Dobbyn married Gilbert Babcock 
(see G. Babcock history). 

Allan "George" Dobbyn also attended the 
Melita School and won recognition as an athlete. He 
won the honour as Athlete of the Year in 1972. Due to 
family difficulties he just got his Grade XI and quit to 
find work. He was employed by the Canadian Pacific 
Railway out of Oxbow, Saskatchewan. Later he was 
employed by the N. M. Paterson elevator on elevator 
construction. In September of 1977 he married Bev
erly Opperman, daughter of George Opperman of 
Boissevain, Manitoba. Josh Allan was born in Feb
ruary of 1978. George moved his family to Brooks, 
Alberta where he is employed as an oilfield worker 
forCommanche Drilling. In April of 1981 Lee Adam 
joined the family. 

Louis Ellis Dobbyn took his schooling in Melita 
and got his Grade X. Louis was also a very athletic 
boy and in the Provincials in Winnipeg he set the 
Provincial High Jumping record. He was picked to 
compete in the Canada Games at the coast but due to 
family problems missed his chance. In 1979 he 
moved to Calgary, Alberta where he is presently 
employed as a granite worker. 

Dodds, George 
Robert Dodds was born near Belses, Scotland 

and emigrated to Pipestone, Manitoba in 1886. In 
1901 he married Mary Ann McCuaig of Medora. Her 
family had come west from Breckin, Ontario to 
Stonewall in 1882. The father perished in a severe 
winter's storm. He became lost while walking home 
from town where he had gone to purchase groceries. 
His body was found several months later in a straw 
stack where he had taken refuge. The mother and 
seven children moved to a homestead at Medora so 
they would be near relatives. 

Four children, Andrew, William, Katherine and 
George were born to Robert and Mary Ann. 
GEORGE NINNIAN, the fourth child, was born in 
February 1910 on the home farm "Lilliesleaf" in the 
Belses district southeast of Pipestone. He received 
his education at the Belses School and after leaving 
school at an early age worked on the farm with his 
father and WilL 

On January 1, 1942 George married MILDRED 
TUFTS, second daughter of Vernon and Lottie Tufts 
(Logan) of Napinka. The parents were born in On
tario and spent their early years and received their 
education there before coming west. Lottie accom~ 
panied her mother Charity and brother George Logan 
to Napinka in 1898. They came from Thorndale, 



Ontario. All their possessions, implements, seed 
grain, furniture etc. came in a settlers' freight car. 
The dishes were packed among the oats. A stone 
butter crock was the only item found broken. 

George (Logan) was not destined to enjoy life in 
Manitoba. He died from creeping paralysis in 1905. 

Vernon Tufts left Tweed, Ontario to take a home
stead at Macoun, Saskatchewan. During the winters 
he came to Napinka to find work and pick up some 
ready cash. He became acquainted with Lottie and in 
1906 they were married. They resided on the Logan 
farm, W 10-4-25, with Grandma Charity. She lived 
to the age of 90. Lottie and Vern were buried beside 
her in the family plot at Napinka in 1942 and 1943. 

Four daughters had been born to them: Edna, 
Mildred Miriam, Olive and Irene. Mildred received 
her education at the Purple Hill and Napinka Schools 
and Wesley College and graduated from the Win
nipeg Normal School in 1930. She taught at the 
School Districts of Eunola, Belses, Grove and Purple 
Hill. 

After George and Mildred were married they 
bought a farm in the Belses District. They planted a 
large shelter belt and improved the buildings. George 
served on the church and school boards and both 
were interested in all community activities. 

They raised a family of two: a son KENNETH 
and a daughter BEVERLEY. They received their 
educations at the Belses, Reston and Virden Schools. 
Ken found employment in nursing homes in Win
nipeg. Beverley obtained her Licensed Practical 
Nurse's Certificate and in 1976 married Bryon Jago, 
a mechanic in Reston. They have three daughters: 
Carrie, Donatee and Marcie. 

After living on their farm for 32 years, George 
and Mildred decided to sell the farm to the Hall 
brothers of Napinka. They ordered a new house to be 
built and it was moved to its present location at 66 
Campbell Street, Melita. George and Mildred took 
up residence there on October 1, 1974. 

Donahue, Angus "Dick" 
In 1932 ANGUS DOHANUE, from Lenore, ar

rived at Dalny Siding, where he bought grain for the 
Manitoba Pool Elevators. Upon his arrival, he met 
two other grain buyers, one of whom said, "I can't 
remember 'Angus', I'll just call you 'Dick'." And 
"Dick" it remained to everyone in the community. 

The elevator closed from 1932-35, because of the 
drought of the "Dirty Thirties". During this time 
Dick returned to his home at Lenore and did carpen
try work and helped as a Pool helper at Hamiota. 
When the elevator opened again in 1935, Dick re
turned to Dalny and was the grain buyer there until 
his death in 1963. 

515 

Dick enjoyed curling, ball, cards, music, chil
dren and practical jokes. He often recalled the time 
he bought two pigs. Dick supplied the screenings for 
them, and a farmer was to raise them and keep one of 
the pigs for his work. However, one day the tele
phone rang, and the farmer said to Dick, "Your pig 
died, and mine's still living!" That was Dick's short 
lived experience in the pig business. 

Dick had a Chesapeake called "Pal". She was an 
excellent hunting dog, and was borrowed by dif
ferent hunters during hunting season. 

In 1936, Dick married JEAN PATON. Jean was 
born and raised at Waskada. She received her educa
tion at Verona SchooL She has always loved music. 
While her family was growing up, Jean had her own 
family orchestra, and they played for many dances 
and gatherings. Jean still enjoys her music. She lives 
in Melita. 

Dick and Jean had four children: BOB, MYR
NA, DON and SHIRLEY. Bob was born in 1938. 
He married Shirley Dobbelaere of Deloraine in 1960. 
They live in Sherwood Park, Alberta. They have 
three children: Kevin (1961); Karen (1963 and Keith 
(1965). Bob is a manager for an Alberta Liquor 
Store. Shirley works for a feed company. 

Myrna was born in 1941. She married RAY 
DOWNEY of Coulter in 1964. They live at Winkler, 
Manitoba. Ray moved to Winkler as a manager for 
the Royal Bank. He now owns and operates a truck
ing business in Winkler. They have two sons: Dean 
(1966) and Darin (1969). 

Don was born in 1944. He married Carole Cam
eron of Waskada in 1967. They live in Charleswood, 
Manitoba. They have two daughters: Angie (1972) 
and Kim (1974). Don is an electrician and Carole 
works in a doctors' clinic. 

Shirley was born in 1949. She married Bob 
Davidson of McAuley in 1970. They live at McAuley, 
Manitoba. Bob farms and Shirley is a teacher. They 
have two children: Todd (1971) and Carla Jill 
(1973). 

Downey, Alex 
Alex and Minnie Downey retired to Melita from 

Coulter in 1945, living at 21 Summit Street in the 
Charles Holden house. Although retired Alex did go 
into partnership of the John Deere Co. with John 
McKinney, when his oldest son George left it and 
went back to farming at Coulter in 1947. 

They enjoyed a quiet life with their family and 
friends around them. They passed away in the same 
year, 1954, Minnie in March and Alex the following 
December. 

They had a family of five: George (died in 1970); 
Wallace, Martha Evelyn (died in 1920); Douglas, and 



Alex and Minnie Downey. 

Francis E. (died in 1978). (See history in "Sourisford 
and Area from 1879") 

Downey, Wallace 
Wallace Downey and his wife Bessie moved from 

Coulter to Melita in 1968. They live at 87 Oak Street. 
After moving to Melita Wallace helped out at the 
farm of his son Jim, north of Melita, and when Jim 
built the Auction Mart in 1971 he worked there for 
several years. He always had an interest in horses, 
and in 1970 helped with the 4-H Horse Club. When 
that disbanded he still worked out at the farm. 

Their family consists of: Ray, his wife Myrna 
(nee Donahue) and sons Dean and Darin of Winkler; 
James, his wife Linda and son Ryan of Melita; Betty, 
her husband Stuart Miller and daughters Marla and 
Kendall of Coulter; Marina and her husband Herb 
Dell and sons Chad, Orrin and Garrett of Gains
borough, Saskatchewan. 

Downey, Douglas 
Doug and Rene Douney and sons Lynn and Barry 

Doug Downey family (1976). Back: Lynn, Rene, Doug, Barry. 
Front: Lillian, Peter, Laretta, Neil, Judy, and Mark on Rene's 
lap. 
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moved to Melita from Coulter in March 1963. Barry 
finished his high school here before going to univer
sity and Lynn worked in the Royal Bank. Doug 
worked at various jobs in the winter until 1980, still 
farming in the summer. Rene has been employed in 
Wilson Memorial Hospital (now known as Melita 
Health Centre) since 1961. Doug served on the 
United Church Board for 16 years and still sings in 
the choir. Lynn married Lillian Spence ofWaskada in 
1966 and they have two children, Peter and Loretta. 
Barry married Judy Brown of Coulter in 1969 and 
they have two sons, Neil and Mark. They both farm 
in the Coulter District. 

Francis and Hertha Downey (1943). 

Downey, Francis Erwin 
Francis Erwin Downey was born in 1917 in the 

Coultervale District, the youngest son of Alex and 
Minnie Downey. He received his education at Coul
tervale School and in 1940 he attended United Col
lege in Winnipeg to receive his Grade XII and study 
theology. Following this he joined the Royal Cana
dian Army Medical Corps in 1941. During his school 
days he enjoyed sports, particularly baseball. 

In August 1943 Francis married Hertha Irene 
Otto, daughter of Gustave and Barbara Otto of Stock-



ton, Manitoba. Hertha was born in Winnipeg, as 
were her three brothers and two sisters. The family 
moved to Stockton to farm in 1915, and received their 
education there. Hertha, after completing Grade XI, 
took her normal training at Brandon and taught 
school for seven years. Francis went overseas the fall 
of 1943, and Hertha remained with her parents, as
sisting her mother on the farm. She did some sub
stitute teaching at Stockton during that time and 
played in dance orchestras. Francis took ill with 
pleurisy in 1944 while in France and returned to 
Canada via hospital ship. He spent some time at 
Ninette Sanatorium and came to Stockton in the fall 
of 1945 to convalesce. Then he and Hertha spent the 
winter with his parents in Melita. 

They moved to Coultervale to the farm in the 
spring. The twins Carol and Karen were born in 
September, 1946, but the house was very cold so they 
moved to the Andrews' house in Coulter in 1947 
where they remained for ten years and where the girls 
attended school. They moved to Melita in 1957 when 
Francis was employed at the New Era office. He was 
employed at various businesses through the years. 
He worked for Kimberley Clark for several years and 
retired in 1977. 

Frank enjoyed golf while in Melita, was active in 
the United Church as Chairman of the Steward Board 
and sang in the choir. He was also interested in the 
hospital, was on the local board as chairman for 
several years and became chairman of the governing 
board as well. Francis passed away in 1978. 

Hertha taught piano in Coulter, Waskada and 
Melita, a total of 25 years. She has been active in 
church work, choir and many years also in Melita 
Health Auxiliary. Carol and Karen took part in 4-H 
work while attending school and sang in choir and in 
concerts. Carol received her B.A. and B. of Ed. so 
taught school at Minnedosa and at Oak River where 
she met Jim Forsyth of Reston. They were married in 
1969. Jim is now principal at Oak River and Carol 
teaches French. They have two children, Megan and 
Mark. Karen received her Bachelor of Nursing at the 
University of Manitoba, then nursed at Deloraine for 
a short time. She married Don McGregor of Waskada 
in 1968 and they farm there. They have three chil
dren: Susanne, Mamie and Adam. 

Downey, Henry 
Henry Downey was born on a farm at Fardwick, 

Ontario on June 24, 1880. The family came to Man
itoba and settled on the SW 10-1-27. Mrs. Downey 
(Mabel Cann Snyder) was born in the Sourisford 
area, the third white child born west of the Souris 
River. 

Henry and Mabel were married in 1906 and had 
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five sons and one daughter. They celebrated their 
Golden Wedding in June 1956. Henry passed away 
on March 24th of the same year and Mabel on July 
18, 1959. 

Archie and his wife Ethel reside in Surrey, British 
Columbia. Arnold and his wife Stella both died in 
August, of 1973 and 1978, respectively. 

Louis and Jean still reside on the home farm with 
their son Allen doing most of the field work. 

Royden and Thelma lived on what used to be the 
Tom Tamblyn farm on SE 9-1-27 for 35 years after 
World War II. They have now retired to Melita since 
November 1981. Their son, Bill, wife Valerie and 
children Cindy, Ron and Melissa have taken over the 
family farm. 

Leighton's history follows. 
Mabel Irene married Vic Marshall in 1943 and 

they reside in Nanaimo. 
Besides children of our own we, the offspring of 

Henry and Mabel Downey, have numerous grand
children as well. 

Downey, Robert Wayne 
Wayne is the eldest son of the late Arnold and 

Stella Downey of Coulter. 
Deena Marilyn Thompson was born February 10, 

1941 in Mrs. Mainland's Maternity Home in Melita, 
attended by Dr. Wilson. From High School, she 
joined the staff of the Wilson Memorial Hospital as a 
nurse's aid. 

In 1961, she married Robert Wayne Downey. To 
them, a daughter, Deena Waynell, married on June 
17, 1962. They moved to Oxbow, Saskatchewan, 
where Wayne drove a water truck for Parcel Trucking 
Co. A son, Darel Arnold, was added to the family in 
the Oxbow Hospital on March 27, 1964. 

In 1966, Wayne operated a battery for Francano 
Oil Co., near Alameda, Saskatchewan, until they 
transferred him to Pennant, Saskatchewan where he 
worked until 1970. 

He was Senior Pumper at Dome Petroleum plant 
west of the Batiste River, north of Rocky Mountain 
House from 1970 to 1977. In 1977, he and Jack 
Jessamine formed the Oil Field Service Company. 
Wayne sold out his interest in 1979 and became an Oil 
Field Consultant, servicing oil producing wells in 
Alberta districts. 

They now live in Rocky Mountain House, where 
Wayne also is Senior Pumper for the Texas Pacific Oil 
Co. 

Marilyn is receiver for the Hudson Bay Company 
Store, there. 

Deena is the proofing operator for the Credit 
Union in Rocky Mountain House. She was married 



in 1979 to John Dale Morgan and they have a son, 
Robert Wayne, born on September 20, 1982. 

Darel is an auto body apprentice. 

Downey, Leighton 
Leighton Downey was the youngest son of Henry 

and Mabel Cann (Snyder) Downey. He was born 
March 23,1918 on his parents' farm. He received his 
education at the Coultervale School. Leighton enjoys 
most sports, especially baseball. In 1937-39 he 
played ball with Coultervale and Westhope in the 
North Dakota League and finished all three years 
with Virden. He had a month's army training in 
November 1939 at Brandon. 

He married Dorothy Lang of Coulter on Novem
ber 26, 1941. In January 1943, he joined the Army 
and was stationed at Winnipeg, Portage and Shilo. 
On July 1, 1943 while on furlough to go overseas, he 
went to play ball at Neepawa where he suffered a 
knee injury, for which he was discharged from the 
service. He returned to the farm and has been on their 
present farm (NE 3-1-27) since 1945. 

Leighton and Dorothy's eldest son, Francis, has 
taken over the farm, but he still helps when needed. 
His farming has now been cut down to two large 
gardens, which he grows for his family and friends. 
However, he still finds time to do some golfing. 

They have four children; Francis Henry, born 
August 20, 1942; Bryon Leighton, born August 28, 
1945; Donna Jean, born March 3, 1948; and Deborah 
Ann, born February 4, 1957. 

Francis married Patricia Ann Sterling of Melita 
on October 12, 1963. They reside on the home farm 
and have two children, Todd Daryl, born May 13, 
1965 and Scott Lang, born June 24, 1969. 

Bryon married Carol Yolanda Masessa of Chi
cago, Illinois on June 16, 1973. They now reside at 
Dallas, Texas where Bryon manages a dance studio. 
They have two children, Bryon Daniel, born May 1, 
1974 and Anthony Paul born April 3, 1977. 

Donna married Murray Douglas Cameron of 
Melita on August 1, 1975 (see Cameron history). 

Deb married Brian Aldwyn Shannon of Pierson 
on November 10, 1979. (see A. Shannon history). 

Downie, Joseph 
JOSEPH DOWNIE, was born in Huntington 

County, Quebec in 1850 and came to Manitoba in 
1882, homesteading the home farm in Cameron dis
trict. In 1887 he went to Rapid City where he took 
charge of the flour mill, remaining for six years, after 
which he returned to the farm. He was a public 
spirited man but being of reserved disposition he was 
not before and pUblic. He served for two tenns on the 
Arthur Municipal Council, was a Presbyterian in 
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religion and a member of the Masonic Order in 
Melita. He married Miss NORTH of Toronto in 1878. 
He had four sons: RUSSELL, COLIN, FRANK, 
and DONALD. 

He died on July 22, 1911 at his home and was 
buried in Melita Cemetery. 

Drysdale, John Harrower 
by Lillian Yeo 

JOHN HARROWER DRYSDALE grew up at 
Dunboyne, Ontario. As a young man he came west, 
working for the C.PR. as far as Oak Lake in 1881. 
From there he went in search of land and took up a 
homestead on W 10-3-26. When the Chesterfield 
School was moved from its original site, Mr. Drys
dale donated land ill the northeast comer of his prop
erty for the new school yard. His close neighbour 
across the half mile line on E 10-3-26 was Mr. Alfred 
Jennings. Mr. Drysdale built a small house and 
planted a few trees. He brought from Ontario three 
oxen and one three years old colt, which provided the 
power for his homesteading duties. While plough
ing, the oxen required a rest break frequently and at 
such times they would invariably lie down. Horses 
rest in a standing position when harnessed - but not 
this one. He would glance around as his teammates 
went down, one by one, then lie down beside them. 

Mr. Drysdale's sister, Mrs. JaI)e Kontzie, and her 
husband Fred, came to the district in 1882 and settled 
on E 4-3-26. Mr. Drysdale obtained adjoining land 
on E 9-3-26 and established his penn anent home 
there, a short distance from the Kontzies. Here he 
built a two storey house, a hipped roof bam, and 
planted a shelter belt. This home, "Glenview", with 
its flowers, large garden and fruit trees and bushes 
became a real beauty spot on the bare prairie. Mr. 
Drysdale hired help and used his own time for beau
tifying his home and tending a large flock of sheep. 

Walter Balderston came from Aylmer, Ontario, 

Mr. and Mrs. John Drysdale (1907). 



in 1904 to work for John Drysdale, returning again in 
1905 with his bride. John was still a bachelor, but he 
fell in love with Mrs. Balderston's sister when that 
lovely lady carne to visit in 1906. 

John Drysdale, known as "Jack" to the family, 
and LILLY PRIOR, of Sparta, Ontario, were married 
at Sparta in November 1907. They spent their mar
ried life at "Glenview" . 

Jack and Lilly kept open house to their friends, 
boarded the teachers and provided an overnight lodg
ing for the minister, who, on account of distance, had 
to arrive in the district on a Saturday. Visitors went 
horne well laden with the bounty of the Drysdale 
garden and berry patch. Jack and Lilly had no family 
but were seldom without a child in their horne; some
times two at a time. On a cold winter Jack would put 
his niece Lillian Balderston and friend Ruby Morrice 
on his trusty little driving horse, Skip, and send them 
off to school. Upon arrival, the children headed Skip 
back horne by herself, and they themselves walked 
horne to Drysdale's after four. If it stormed, Jack 
turned out with team and sleigh. We never tired of 
Uncle Jack's stories, jokes and songs. Aunt Lilly was 
a seamstress and delighted in outfitting us in new 
dresses. These two people made their young guests 
very happy. 

John Drysdale was a man whose advice was fre
quently sought. He was quiet and unassuming and 
deeply respected; a great visitor at horne or on the 
street. He and his wife supported every good com
munity cause, the church (Presbyterian), Red Cross 
and school. Mr. Drysdale was a school trustee for 
many years. Mrs. Drysdale played the organ for 
church services in Chesterfield School, and was a 
member of the ladies' group of Chesterfield Red 
Cross. 

The district was greatly saddened when Mrs. 
Drysdale passed away in December 1917, after only 
ten years of marriage. The Balderston family re
turned to "Glenview" and made a horne for Mr. 
Drysdale until their move to Melita in 1924 to be near 
high school. Mr. Drysdale rented his farm for a few 
years, did some travelling, then invited his sister and 
husband, Mr. and Mrs. J. D. O'Bryan "Maggie" 
(see O'Bryan history) of Balcarres, Saskatchewan, 
to take over his farm. Mr. Drysdale enjoyed life in his 
old horne with them until his passing there in May of 
1935. He was laid to rest in Melita cemetery. 

In 1942 Mr. and Mrs. O'Bryan sold "Glenview" 
to Joe and Lillian Swehla. They retired, selling the 
farm to Tonie and Georgette Hemeryck in 1954. They 
are still the owners, as of 1982. 

The original two storey house still stands, though 
vacant. The original barn was replaced by the 
Hemerycks. The cottage, built for Mr. Drysdale's 
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married hired help, was moved to Melita in the late 
thirties. It is the horne of Gid and Agnes Moore, 172 
Poplar Street. 

Dunbar, Peter Stuart 
PETER STUART DUNBAR was born in 1875, 

son of Henry Dunbar of Guelph, Ontario. He came to 
Carman, Manitoba with his family before corning to 
Melita, in 1901 to take charge of the Lake of the 
Woods Milling Co. elevator, the first elevator in the 
village. 

On October 19, 1904 Peter Dunbar married 
CHRISTINA (ANDERSON) HAY and resided on 
Souris Street until his death on September 19, 1923. 
Christina died July 28, 1941 and she and Peter are 
buried in the J. J. Anderson plot in the Melita Ceme
tery. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dunbar had two daughters: MARY 
CHRISTINA and DORA JANE, both of whom 
were closely associated with the Presbyterian Church 
in Melita, Mary as a soloist and Dora as organist. 
Mary operated a ladies' clothing shop in the town 
until her marriage in 1949 to Charles Howard 
Howlett of Orkney, Saskatchewan where she and her 
husband lived until his death in January 1963. She 
then moved to Winnipeg to live with her sisters, Dora 
Dunbar and Lillian Hay. She is a member of the 
Winnipeg Senior Citizens' Choir. 

Dora taught school in Melita before leaving in 
1941 to teach in Winnipeg until her retirement in 
1972. She lives there at 202-7 Evergreen Place. 

Duncan, Eliza 
Eliza Ann Guest was the daughter of John and 

Sarah Guest. She was born at Bervie, Ontario, in 
Kincardine Township. She was the eldest daughter of 
a family of six, and taught school till she married 
James Duncan September 20, 1876, at Kincardine, 
Ontario. 

They had four daughters, BERTHA, MABEL, 
AMELIA and IDA. John Duncan was employed as a 
station agent. He was inspecting freight cars when a 
transient in the freight car murdered him in 1885. 

Eliza Ann was left to raise four girls so having a 
brother, Torn Guest, homesteading in southern Man
itoba, she carne out with her family to keep house for 
him. 

They carne by train to Virden, where they were 
picked up by team and wagon, had dinner north of 
Melita, and continued on to Uncle Tommie's farm 
south of Lyleton, near the U.S. border, on S 10-1-29. 
It was in his house that Eliza Ann taught school in the 
afternoons (1886-1889) as there was no school near 
by. They had many friends on both sides of the 
border. Uncle would have to stay with his horses at 



The Duncan sisters: Mabel, Bertha, Millie. 

night as rustlers were quite common then. They also 
lived at Deloraine, in the Montifore district, where 
they operated a stopping house. People would send 
word ahead they would like to stay for meals and feed 
their horses. Some would stay all night. They later 
returned to Lyleton where Eliza Ann homesteaded a 
quarter section of land, S 10-1-29 and continued life 
amid their friends. 

Eliza Ann married AMOS SNYDER October 16, 
1889, and they moved to the Sourisford District. The 
children went to school in a cart with a buckskin pony 
their uncle gave them, and finished school in Melita. 

Bertha Biles, born September 10, 1877, married 
JOHN WESLEY SNYDER in 1896 (see J. Snyder 
history). 

Ida May, born May 20, 1883, the youngest 
daughter, died in 1897 of T.B. 

Mabel Pirie, born March 22, 1879, married 
CHARLIE FURTNEY (see Furtney history). 

Amelia Guest, born November 18,1880, married 
MARK WREN, living in the Cameron District in 
1903 (see Wren history). 

Duncan, James Sr. 
Mr. JAMES DUNCAN was born in Aber

deenshire, Scotland in 1857, the son of James and 
Jane (Dalgamo) Duncan. Mr. Duncan came to Cana
da in 1882 where he met Miss HELEN McGUIRE, 
formerly from England. They were married in 
Moffat, Saskatchewan in 1887. He homesteaded in 
Wols1ey, Saskatchewan (N. W. T.) and also served in 
the North-West Rebellion in 1885. 

In 1888, Mr. Duncan settled in Melita. He 
worked at his blacksmith trade before the town was 
incorporated. Later he established a farm implement 
business and he was also associated with insurance. 

Soon after the incorporation of Melita, he served 
on the town council and rendered the community 
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Mr. and Mrs. James Duncan Sr. 

excellent service in this capacity. In other ways he 
devoted his energies to the development of the town 
and district. He was a member of the board of trade 
for many years and his work as such, was recognized 
by his associates, who elected him to the presidency. 

He was prominently associated with church work 
and was an elder of the Presbyterian Church for 27 
years, while he also was superintendent of the Sun
day School for a long period. He was a justice of the 
peace under the Greenway Government. 

Mr. Duncan linked up with the I.o.O.F. in the 
early days of his career. He was past noble grand of 
Melita Lodge No. 20, past grand master, and past 
grand representative, attending the Grand Lodge at 
Atlanta, Georgia, Indianapolis, Indiana and Win
nipeg, while he was also past chief patriarch. Mr. 
Duncan was a Liberal in politics. 

Mr. and Mrs. Duncan celebrated their 50th Anni
versary January 19, 1937 in Winnipeg. A few days 
later, on January 23, 1937, Mr. Duncan passed away. 
Interment was made at Melita Cemetery. 

Mrs. James Duncan passed away April 5, 1940 
with interment in the family plot in Melita Cemetery. 
They had one son, JAMES, who resides in Saska
toon, Saskatchewan. 

Duncan, James A. (Jr.) 
JAMES DUNCAN JR. was born on November 

16, 1907 in to the family of Mr. and Mrs. H. J. 
Archibald of Elva. Due to the untimely death of my 
mother in 1908, arrangements were made between 
two Christian families for my adoption into the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. James Duncan of Melita. Truly an act 
of God. 

I attended public and high school in Melita, tak
ing an interest in baseball, hockey and curling. In 
1925 I was elected to attend the session of the Boys' 
Parliament in Winnipeg. I joined the staff of Cock
shutt Plow Co. in Winnipeg in 1928 as a junior clerk. 



I was transferred by this firm to the branch in Edmon
ton in 1931. 

In 1933 I married Anne Kilarski, daughter of 
Michael and Mary Kilarski of Fedorah, Alberta. 

Jim 3rd was born in 1935 and our daughter 
Louise in 1937. Cockshutt transferred us to Saska
toon in 1941. During this period I was accepted as a 
member of the very active Saskatoon Kinsmen Club. 

As very limited farm machinery was being man
ufactured due to the rationing of raw material needed 
for the war effort, we were transferred to Brantford, 
Ontario in 1943. Our third child Bob was born in 
Brantford in 1943. In 1944 we returned to Saskatoon, 
working at sales and dealer promotion on the Saska
toon and Regina territories for the next three years. 

In 1947 our next move took us to Calgary as 
assistant branch manager. Within two years we were 
again moved to Regina as branch manager in 1949. 
The combination of good crops, good staff and good 
dealer organization resulted in the branch being 
awarded the President's Trophy in 1952. 

Earlier in this biography I mentioned my start 
with Cockshutt in Winnipeg in 1928. In October 1952 
I returned to Winnipeg as branch manager and my 
association with the company terminated abruptly in 
1955. For a few months I worked with Imperial Oil 
on the amalgamation team in the Winnipeg and Bran
don areas. However, we returned to Saskatoon in 
1956 to join the staff of Western Tractor Ltd. as 
branch manager. This pleasant relationship lasted 
until 1969 when I became associated in business 
management and real estate until my retirement in 
1972. Since then I have continued my interest in the 
Saskatoon K40 Club, some curling and gardening. 
My wife and I are still active in local affairs. We have 
ten fine granddaughters and one grandson and give 
thanks to our Heavenly Father for our bountiful and 
wonderful blessings. 

Dyer, Herbert Lewis (Bert) 
HERBERT LEWIS (BERT) DYER was born in 

Bristol, England. He sailed to Canada in 1907 and 
was in Winnipeg for a year before coming to Melita 
in 1908. He was employed with Campbell and Fergu
son, lumber merchants. In May 1912 he returned to 
England to marry his fiancee, JULIANA BARTON, 
also of Bristol , whom he had known since childhood. 
They were married June 12, and arrived back in 
Melita in August. They took up residence in the 
small brick cottage on Oak Street, later moving 
across the street on the corner of Oak and Summit 
Streets, where they resided for almost 50 years. 

When Campbell and Ferguson sold out Mr. Dyer 
worked at several places and then was engaged as 
custodian of Melita School, a position he held until 
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his retirement in 1949. He was also secretary-trea
surer of the school board (included with his custodial 
duties) during the depression years. He was secretary 
of the Sons of England Lodge, also a member of the 
Melita Citizens' Band, where he was a bass drum
mer. School children remember him especially as he 
beat out the rhythm for them to practice marching for 
the school Field Day parades. He was an accom
plished musician, both in piano and organ, being 
pianist for one of the early dance orchestras, accom
panist for many singers, pianist for the silent movies 
at Waite's theatre, and organist at Christ Church for 
47 years, besides helping at the Presbyterian and 
United Churches if needed. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Dyer were active workers in 
the church organizations, and their home was always 
open for student ministers and newcomers, and any
one wishing to drop in for a meal or a cup of tea and a 
chat or a musical evening. Mr. Dyer died suddenly 
May 3, 1961; and Mrs. Dyer November 25,1962. 

L.·R.: Julie, Mr. Herbert Dyer, Mrs. Dyer, Fred and Edith. 

They had three children: JULIANA ELIZ
ABETH, FREDERICK GEORGE and EDITH 
EDNA, who all had their schooling in Melita and 
belonged to various youth groups. 

Julie took teacher training at Brandon Normal 
School, and later obtained a degree from Brandon 
University. She taught at the rural school of Tremblay 
(east of Napinka), at Pierson, Waskada, and Melita; 
then worked for four years as a telephone operator in 
Melita. She returned to teaching at Neepawa and in 
1964 joined the Brandon school system, retiring in 
1980. She is active in choir and other groups of St. 
Matthew's Cathedral and does voluntary work in the 
city. 

Fred became a member of Melita Band at age ten, 
playing the snare drum and later the French horn. He 
commenced his career with the Canadian Pacific 



Railway in Melita with the late H. M. Smith. He 
served for five years with the R.C.A.F. during World 
War II and married Hallie Silverthorne of North 
Carolina, U.S.A. in 1944. After the war they re
turned to Melita for a few months while Fred was 
working as a relieving agent for the CPR at various 
stations. He then served at Kenmay, Carberry, Ox
drift (Ontario), MacDonald, Cartwright, and Dry
den, Ontario, retiring at that point in 1976 as a 
Customer Service Mobile Supervisor, completing 37 
years of service with the CPR. His interests have 
been Boy Scouts, church choirs and town bands. 

Edith attended Brandon Normal School and 
taught at the rural school of Daly Union (near Rivers) 
and at Rivers. In 1942 she married George Johns of 
Bradwardine, and they farmed in the Tarbolton dis
trict. She returned to teaching in 1954 at a neighbour
ing rural school of Spring Valley, and joined the 
Kenton school staff in 1959. They took up residence 
in Kenton in 1960, George retiring from farming and 
Edith from teaching in 1972. They are both active in 
Kenton community projects. They had one son, Phi
lip, born in 1946, and educated in Bradwardine, 
Kenton and the University of Manitoba where he 
obtained a degree in Civil Engineering. At the time 
of his accidental death in 1971, Philip was employed 
by the P.F.R.A. Department of the Saskatchewan 
Government. 

Edmanson, Robert William 
MR. and MRS. ROBEIIT WILLIAM EDMAN

SON were among the early pioneers of the West 
Brenda area. They came from Gravenhurst, Ontario 
and homesteaded on SE 28-4-26 in October 1883. In 
1889 they bought the southwest quarter and in 1900 
bought the northwest quarter. 

They had three children: VERA, ELVA and 
WILLIAM WILFRED. 

Edmanson, William Wilfred (Fred) 
FRED, who was born in Gravenhurst, Ontario in 

1876, bought NW and SE 29-4-26 in 1901. He was 
married, in November 1900, to ISABEL BAR
THOLOMEW (daughter of Edwin and Mary Ann) 
who was teaching at West Brenda School and had 
been boarding with the Oxley brothers and sisters. 

Fred and Isabel had three daughters, Ina, Pansy 
and Olive, born in West Brenda. All the Edmansons 
left the area in 1906, moving to Swift Current, Sas
katchewan. Little more is known of the elder family 
of Edmansons, but Fred and Isabel had three more 
daughters, Mabel, Evelyn and Pearl. 

Fred died in 1918 as the result of a hunting acci
dent in the Peace River area. Isabel died in Calgary in 
1952. Her ashes are buried on her mother's grave in 
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Melita cemetery. Their six daughters are all still 
living, at Victoria, Calgary and Lethbridge, Alberta. 

Edwards, Robert Charles 
BOB was born June 9,1908, the youngest son of 

Thomas Nathaniel Edwards and Jane (Landles) Ed
wards. Bob was born at Roseisle, Manitoba and later 
they moved to a farm north of Stephenfield, Man
itoba and worked with horse machinery, cattle and 
pigs and were successful. 

GEIITRUDE ELIZABETH (ALLISON) ED
WARDS was the eldest daughter of Andrew George 
Allison and Elizabeth (Hodgson) Allison. She took 
her normal at Manitou and taught seven miles north 
and west of Roseisle. Bob and Gertie were married in 
1933. Bob had rented a farm at Jordan Siding, right 
where the creek runs through to No.3 Highway and 
farmed until 1944. They then moved into Roland in 
1944. Bob was assistant with Mr. Lewarton at the 
Jordan elevator. Then he took over the draying in 
Roland. He helped Maurice McCabe move up to 
Virden. They looked into the farm at Pipestone. Mr. 
and Mrs. William Elliott owned it, eight miles south 
of Pipestone. 

They moved up with a family of six boys and 
three girls, the equipment, livestock and furniture, 
on one flat car and a box car on the train to Bede. 
Also trucks and car were loaded up in May 1951. 
They farmed there with their family with good help 
until they became unable to manage alone. The fam
ily was all away and Verne came home from George 
Cain's construction to help. Bob and Gertie retired in 
Melita in 1966, building their new home at Hartney 
and moving it into Melita. 

VERNE and HAROLD took over the farm, so 
nice to have the family stay on it. Verne and Glenis 
and three girls are still there. Everyone was a lover of 
sports and enjoyed having the families and friends 
come and play baseball, ride horseback or anything 
for amusement. There was always a table of eats and 
tea or coffee to share with all. 

Some of our family left for different points west 
and north. LYALL was a trucker at Estevan Sas
katchewan for McCoulgh Tool, then he went west to 
Pouce Coupe, British Columbia. He is still trucking 
in the oil fields. In 1980 he married Frances Bernard 
and moved two and a half miles out of Fort S1. John 
and built himself a house. Five of a family were born 
there, four girls and one boy. 

Verne married Glenis Foote in 1970. They have 
Tabetha, Charlotte, and Pemela, all going to Res
ton School. 

BLAKE married Emily Caouette in 1965. He is 
manager of his own maintainer and in the winter 
pushes snow to keep the roads open in the oilfields. 



He starts 41 miles north of his work. Jenny and 
Warren are in school at Edson, Alberta. 

HAROLD farmed at Rutledge, Manitoba, then 
. moved four miles north of Oak Lake on Mr. 
McDonalds's farm. He married in 1973 to Stella 
Pasawysty and has one son Dale. He is now going to 
Brandon University. 

FRED married Anne Brawn in 1963 and has a 
family of two girls and one boy, Christine, Wiley 
and Theresa, attending school by bus in Alonsa (P. 
O. Silver Ridge, Manitoba). They are breaking their 
land too. 

EVELYN married JOHN CRITCHLOW in 
1959. He was a trucker and now is in Virden Bearing 
Works. Dawn is now taking her fourth and last year 
in Brandon University. Kimberly is in Brandon As
siniboine Community College taking hair dressing, 
etc. Carla is finishing Grade XII in Virden this year. 

GLADYS married Doug Campion in 1965. They 
are at Bellenview on a farm with cattle, pigs and 
chickens. Their two of a family, Rhonda and Darcy 
both go by bus to school in Reston. 

JOAN married Allen Fletcher of Lyleton in 1966. 
They are on a farm and also doing South West Man
ufacturing (gates, round feeders, etc.). They have 
three of a family: Bradly, Jolene and Thevor. They 
are all in school taking a bus to Pierson. 

MELVIN married Penny (Brown) Downey in 
1975 with three of a family: Calvin, Vicki and Melo
dy. They all travel by bus to Reston School. 

We love to have all of them come home to cele
brations of birthdays, anniversaries and reunions. 
Our 45th Anniversary was the last reunion in 1978 in 
Melita Catholic Hall and Belses School. Because of 
rain we could not have it on the farm 14 miles north of 
Melita. 

Eldred, Dale 
DALE was the oldest son of Leo and Mable 

Dale and Marie Eldred. 
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Eldred, formerly of Elva. He was born in December 
1937. In 1957 he married MARIE CHRISTIAN
SON, daughter of Oscar and Gertrude (Wilson). 
They resided on the Eldred farm north of Elva until 
October 1964 when they moved to Cranbrook, Brit
ish Columbia where they still reside. 

Dale and Marie had a family of two boys. DAVID 
DEAN was born in May 1958 and in July 1981 he 
married Diane, a girl from Cranbrook. RANDY 
BRUCE was born in August 1959 and in June 1982 
he married Donna Bertoia, a girl from Cranbrook. 

Elliot, Gordon 
by daughter Margaret Sando 

GORDON ELLIOT was born in a log house on 
the banks of the Antler Creek west of Sourisford on 
May 22,1893. He was the fourth child in a family of 
seven, born to DAVID and CAROLINE ELLIOT 
(nee Gould). Gordon attended school at Sourisford, 
South Antler and Peninsula. In those days one had to 
do a lot of shovelling snow to get to school as travel
ling was by team and open sleigh but getting out of 
the valley was the problem. They walked to school in 
summer. He helped his father on the farm and also his 
Uncle Alfred Gould on the farm and in the store at 
Coulter. By this time they were in the new house 
which had been built in 1904. 

Gordon Elliot and Mr. Nickerson. 

During the years 1913-14 Gordon enjoyed work
ing as an interested person, with Professor 
Montgomery of Toronto, who was in the area ex
cavating the mounds which had been built by a tribe 
of people known as "The Mound Builders". Two 
years later he was hired by Mr. W. B. Nickerson of 
the Archaeological Survey making further study of 
these mounds into the Snowflake, Alexander and 
Arden areas. Mr. Nickerson's study agreed that the 



Mound Builders were a race apart from the Indians 
which were in the area at the time, the difference 
being in the head or skull structure. The frontal bone 
of the Mound Builders had no central suture. In all 
primary burials the skulls were of this distinct type; 
whereas what we knew as intrusive burials, all had 
central sutures and they agreed that these were not of 
the Mound Builders race but the mounds had been 
made use of as burial grounds later. They were unable 
to establish the period of time between the early 
burials and later ones. The later were definitely Indi
an. 

Following 1914, he worked on construction in the 
area of Municipal bridge work for Councillor Alex 
Millar. Between trying to enlist in the First World 
War and getting turned down nine times in all, he 
worked with Billie Melvin repairing homes until he 
was accepted into the Medical Corps in 1916. After a 
very brief training in Winnipeg General Hospital he 
was in France in time for the Battle of Vimy Ridge in 
the spring of 1917. This was the first of 16 major 
battles and scores of others which took him into 
France, Belgium, Luxembourg and Germany with 
the occupation forces and at the last place he bumped 
into (literally) the Prince of Wales, later known as 
King Edward VIII of England. "Sorry, Sir" apolo
gized Gordon to the Prince, who respectfully replied 
"Carryon Canada." Gordon had several oppor
tunities to be in the company of the Prince of Wales as 
he was a member of the 2nd Canadian Division 
Headquarters. After the Armistice Gordon returned 
via England to Canada but because of the long wait
ing for available transportation to Canada, Gordon 
used this time to look up relatives on his mother's side 
and spent some time in their homes. 

After returning to Canada on his 25th birthday in 
1919, he came back to the farm to work with Dad, 
also running a tractor for his Uncle Alfred Gould. At 
cease of harvest he went to Winnipeg seeking work. 
The only thing available was an opening as a Mainte
nance Engineer for a sanitorium at Freeport, Ontario 
near Guelph. Having had no experience in such work 
and no help other than "books" in the office, through 
study he was able to look after the boilers for steam 
heat and water, and lighting system. It was not that he 
kept himself abreast; he found he had an 11 man crew 
to keep busy. Needless to say it was a challenge but 
he met it, head on as he has met the challenge of life 
in courage and faith to the best of his ability. You 
learn fast when you have to. Gordon stayed for six 
months winter work as he agreed, then back to the 
spring work on the farm. That spring being truly 
backward no land was seen until May. 

In 1919 MILDRED ROGERS was teaching at 
Peninsula School and that fall Gordon met Mildred 
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while working on the threshing outfit on the Payson 
Elliott farm where Mildred was boarding. Mildred 
was moved to Grove School District, near Deloraine, 
where she taught for one year when Grove was closed 
through lack of pupils and Inspector Hunter got 
Mildred a school at Bernice in the Napinka District, 
where again a year was completed. On December 26, 
1922 Gordon and Mildred were married at her home 
at Clearwater, Manitoba. They returned to Coulter, 
living with Gordon's Uncle Alf and Aunt Rae Gould 
where Gordon worked in the store. In the spring of 
1923 they took up residence in the Gould home at 
Sourisford north and west of Coulter, now a part of 
the Coulter Park. All four daughters were born here: 
Margaret Olive on November 14, 1923; Florence 
Myrtle, on March 30,1925; Caroline Rae, on June 
23, 1926 and Ruby Ida Irene, on January 22,1928. 

Gordon and Mildred Elliot (1922). The Elliot daughters: Irene, 
Rae, Florence and Margaret. 

Some of the incidents we recall while living here 
were trying to find good hired men at harvest, coping 
with either too much rain or later not enough. The 
"economic bust" before the depression accom
panied by drought was felt as beginning here, but the 
reason for moving was that Norman Gould, only son 
of Alfred and Rae Gould, married and required the 
farm buildings. Prior to moving though we cannot 
move from the topic of incidents but that visits from 
Sitting Eagle come to mind, an Indian Chief of the 
Sioux Indian Reservation at Pipestone, Manitoba. 
He lived by trapping and handouts, as he travelled 
from Pipestone, into the Turtle Mountains and far 
into the Montana Reservation - all by foot or horse 
and four-wheeled cart. He was friendly, kind and 
courteous, eager to learn white men's language and 
ways. Gordon taught him to read using the little 
Sweet Pea Reader, a common school book of that 
period, in fact for many years after too. In referring 
to we four girls Sitting Eagle would say "All nurse, 
no soldier. " 

The last crop harvested in the fall of 1929, as Dad 



recalled his crop of barley fell from 90¢ a bushel at 
harvest time to 7 ¢ a bushel before he got it off. In the 
spring of 1930 we were moved to the Bede District 
where Margaret began school that fall. Her teacher 
was Miss Irene Baskier. Florence started the follow
ing year. The weather was very unstable, little or no 
rain and a severe hail storm finished all but eight or 
nine acres of our crop in 1932. Again we were forced 
to move and this time were able to rent the Hope farm 
north of Melita in 1933. The following year the 
Brandon Agriculture Department, through the pro
gram of Reclaiming Farm Lands, took this farm over 
and again we were on the move, this time remaining 
in the district. That summer though while at the Hope 
farm we recalled some of the severity of the depres
sion regarding the hopelessness of planting. A crop 
came up that spring but hot dry weather set in late 
May and winds beyond one's imagination whipped 
off the growth plus all the top soil to hard-pan clay in 
a matter of days. Fence lines were buried along with 
wind breaks of caragana, some 12 feet in height one 
could walk over. Our yard became a desert of sand 
dunes. In this we buried our faithful old dog Fido, a 
friend from my infancy. Tears come even yet as I 
recall that sad occasion. What can one find more 
trusting than your old Collie dog. Anyway the move 
was not far, and we were closer to school at West 
Brenda now. Miss Ruth Howden was the teacher as I 
took Grades III and IV. Rae and Irene were both 
attending school now but the land was becoming less 
useful and pastures, if not blown out, were becoming 
buried by shifting soil erosion. The stock became 
thin and had to be sold. Freight rates exceeded value 
of a beast in some instances. Someone may have 
benefited but it was not us. Even while we lived in 
this area we were visited by "Sitting Eagle". He 
never forgot his good friends. The years were taking 
their toll, as his health was slipping and the travels 
were reduced in distances. It could have been the 
drought, as food and hand-outs were not so easily 
come by. Many hobos or tramps were moving from 
local to local looking for work and in many cases 
were not welcome. During one of the severe winds, I 
recall Dad having to come to the West Brenda School 
around 2 p.m.; the sky was dark, the sun totally 
blacked out in clouds of dust in which you could 
scarcely breathe. We had been confined indoors all 
day until Dad came in a wagon, covered by a canvas 
roped down to secure it and the horses with nose bags 
covered with wet gunny sacks which Dad dampened 
at the school before the half mile return trip against 
the northwest wind. It had subsided some but the dust 
was thick around. One has to experience the suffoca
tion feeling of such air-born dust to really under
stand. Grasshoppers by the hordes wiped off what the 
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wind didn't clouds of them on the move could 
obscure the sun as a cloud in a hot cloudless sky. 

In the summer of 1935 we were packing again, as 
Keith Sherman was moving onto his farm to take over 
and by now Dad's health was really failing too. It had 
been a very tough road, and it meant seeking help 
from the family as he moved us into the buildings on 
Margaret Elliot's farm near Coulter. Dad fixed up the 
house as best he could and here he worked out at farm 
work, as much as he could. He suffered a heat stroke 
that summer and was unable to do a day's work after 
that. We again had opportunity to be within walking 
distance of school. Miss Doreen Blaker was teacher 
and we shared in community life, the church and the 
open air skating rink. Dad was the caretaker of this 
during the last two winters we remained in Coulter. In 
August 1937 we left this district and moved to Clear
water where Mother had been born and raised. Moth
er's eyesight had begun to fail by now and Grandpa 
Roger's health. Dad at this time had very little stock 
of his own - moved only the one outfit of horses and 
few milk cows, a number of hens, all in a CPR box 
car, at least one end. Into the other went our belong
ings except what we could stow into the old 1920 
Overland Touring which moved "In Transit". We 
couldn't afford to licence it. 

Dad then took work with the CPR as a pumpman, 
looking after the houses and pump stations along the 
line until 1941 when he got a position with the CPR 
Bridge and Building Contractors and remained in 
this work until he was forced to retire in 1958. 

Marriage of the youngest daughter Ruby Ida 
Irene to Douglas Bruce Cavers of Clearwater took 
place January 6, 1945. Douglas was deceased in 
1980. To this union was born Robert Elliot, on May 
28, 1945 (of Calgary); James Bruce, on May 25, 
1946 (in Nelson, British Columbia); Raymond 
Douglas, on June 17, 1947; Keith Gordon William 
on February 11,1950 (deceased in 1966 by accident); 
Garnet Murray, on September 30, 1951 (deceased 
1971 by cancer); Mildred Ida Jean, May 31, 1957 (in 
Brandon); and Lois Marlene on February 11, 1968, 
at home. 

Caroline Rae married Fred Freeborn of Well
wood on June 6, 1945, having both served in the 
Second World War. They are living in Winnipeg and 
have two daughters, Bonita Louise, born December 
14,1945 in TeuIon, Manitoba and Norma Rae, born 
August 4, 1949, in Brandon (a chosen daughter in 
1950). 

Margaret Olive married Lome James Sando of 
Snowflake, November 2, 1945 and they reside at 
Medora, Manitoba. To this union were born Rose
mary Margaret on July 31,1946, in Medora; Valerie 



Agnes, on April 20, 1952 in Deloraine and Gordon 
James, on June 6, 1955, in Calgary. 

Mildred and Gordon are living in a home of their 
own just across the road from the old Roger Lots and 
Florence lives with them at time of writing. They are 
in reasonably good health and are thankful for all 
their many blessings, especially their 12 grand
children and 20 great-grandchildren. They are cele
brating their 60th Wedding Anniversary December 
26th of this year (1982), God willing. 

Embree, Amos Thomas 
by Belford W. Embree 

Dating back to the Huguenot, D'Embree became 
Embree when the "D" was dropped as was the 
custom in those times when migrating to England. 

Amos Thomas Embree, a fifth generation de
scendant of Samuel Embree, was born and grew up at 
Port Elgin, New Brunswick. He became an engineer 
on the railway operating between Sackville, New 
Brunswick and Cape Tormantine, New Brunswick. 
In 1904 he married Eva Fitzpatrick, also a native of 
Port Elgin, and they lived at Sackville, it being the 
rail terminal. 

In 1908 the railway was on strike and Amos T., 
with a brother-in-law, also an engineer, came west on 
harvest excursion to Melita. Amos T. did not return 
east and the family came to Melita at a later date. 
They settled on the Peninsula and occupied the fol
lowing farms: SW 12-3-27; in the fall of 1915 they 
moved to SW 1-3-27; in the winter of 1917 to NW 
25-3-27 and in 1925 to SW 30-3-26. During the year 
1930 the family left the district and moved to the 
Whitefield District at Souris. 

AMOS THOMAS EMBREE was born April 13, 
1884 and died July 26, 1958. EVA FITZPATRICK 
was born September 29, 1882 and died January 25, 
1950. They were married October 24, 1904. 
BELFORD WILLIAM JOSIAH was born January 
16, 1908; HARVEY ALFORD was born July 30, 
1910 and died October 30, 1930; CHARLES 
DICKENS was born May 28, 1913 and died July 8, 
1913; FREDRICK ERNEST was born September 
25, 1916. 

Belford and Ernest are now retired and live at 
Souris. 

Embree, Belford W. J. 
I BELFORD W. J. EMBREE, was born at , 

Sackville, New Brunswick. I moved with my parents 
late in 1908 to Melita and settled on the Heath farm 
on the Peninsula. I attended the Peninsula School and 
in the fall of 1915 had the misfortune of losing my 
right arm in a grain crusher. The threshing had been 
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completed and the steam engine was being used to 
drive the crusher to grind the grain in preparation for 
the winter. Some straw was in the grain and I was 
removing this so the grain would flow better. Guess I 
must have slipped and my fingers were caught in the 
worm. William Miller was at the crusher and he 
grabbed and held me else I would have been drawn 
up to my shoulder. As it was with his holding me the 
doctor was able to save part of the arm below the 
elbow. I can remember Dr. Blakely saying that the 
elbow may be stiff but that it was worth taking the 
chance and it was a success so that I have use of the 
short piece of the arm below the elbow and with this 
have learned to use as a hand in doing many things. 
To William Miller and Dr. Blakely I am still very 
gratefull. 

The fall of 1915 the family moved to the 
McRoberts farm (better known as the Yeo farm) and 
the winter of 1917 saw another move to the Kenner 
farm as Mr. Yeo had purchased the farm at that time. 
With this move close to town, school was then to 
Melita where I continued till final days. 

In 1925 the family moved to the Hamilton farm 
on the east side of the Blind Souris where they re
sided till the fall of 1930 when they moved to the 
Whitefield district at Souris. I had moved to this farm 
in June of 1930 and worked the land during the 
summer. I enjoyed music and while at Melita had 
played in the local band. Omar Hoover was band
master for the Souris Band and he soon had me 
helping out with the band. The Souris Dance Or
chestra had no trumpet player so they also prevailed 
on me. This proved to be a fine move as the orchestra 
developed into a first rate group and we had many 
dances outside of Souris and I remember we played at 
Melita and Gainsborough as well as Brandon and 
many more spots in this area. 

The dirty thirties were bad but we fared quite well 
as the orchestra was in demand and we played reg
ularly. I also continued to play in the band and in 
1932 the band competed in the festival at Brandon 
Fair and were successful in being awarded First I 
competed in the solo class and was third in 16 wh? 
competed. I was quite thrilled as after the competI
tion Captain James of the Princess Pats came to me 
and wanted to see how I held and fingered the 
trumpet with only a left hand. The Souris Ba~d 
played for the official opening of the Peace Garden In 

1932. 
In August 1940, I moved to MacGregor to a radio 

repair shop. I had taken a R.C.A. Institute course via 
the Department of Education of Manitoba and had 
received high marks on my exams. This had opened 
the door to some work for Philco and the MacGregor 
appointment. I continued to stay with music and 



played in a dance orchestra as well as with the Por
tage Elks Band. In 1946 I was able to get a recording 
machine and started recording as a hobby. This 
proved to be very interesting and when the wire 
recorder came on the market I had one and this was 
followed by the tape recorder. Recording was then 
made on tape and discs were cut as required. In 1954 I 
managed a job at Souris with the prospect of my own 
business as I knew that CKX was to start T. V. telecast 
in 1955. This proved to be a good move and my repair 
business along with recording was a success. I be
lieve I had the first long play microgroove unit in 
Manitoba and had many tapes from Winnipeg to cut 
discs from. I still have my disc recording equipment 
but it is not used any more as tape has taken the place 
and I do considerable taping. 

I have continued to stay with the music and 
played with the Legion Band at Brandon for many 
years till it disbanded. Ted Good then formed the 
City Band and I played in it until it also folded. I 
played for the Grandstand attractions at Brandon Fair 
for a number of years and enjoyed this very much. I 
also met many ofthe artists and top performers. I am 
now living in retirement at Souris and the past two 
years have not been too kind as I have had both legs 
amputated. However, I am very thankful as the oper
ations have been successful and I am learning to walk 
once more. I am able to manage on my own but still 
use a cane when out, can drive the car with no 
problem and it is nice to be able to get out and do my 
shopping. etc. as I wish. I have a daughter who is 
married and they have three boys. They live in Bran
don and are out quite often and during the summer I 
spend most Sundays at Lake Metigoshe as they have 
a cabin there. The boys are 10, 12 and 13 years and 
very active in sports, are also in the school band and 
doing well. 

Eyers, Maxwell 
Kathleen M. Eyers 

MAXWELL (MICKEY) EYERS came from 
Gainsborough, Saskatchewan to open a furniture and 
funeral business in September 1939. He rented the 
l.o.o.F. building for the business and in 1942 pur
chased to Robert Sterling residence on Ash Street. 
On June 29,1943 he was married to KATHLEEN M. 
JOBBINS of Melita. 

Kathleen and Mickey have three children: BEV
ERLY, JOAN and ROBERT. 

Beverly, born July 7, 1944, received her educa
tion at the University of Manitoba and worked for the 
Children's Aid and as a teacher. In 1970 she married 
REV. D. ROBERTSON and they have three sons: 
Cameron, born September 5, 1972; Michael, born 
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September 25, 1975; and David, born January 12, 
1977. They live in Winnipeg. 

Joan, born May 3, 1946 is a secretary currently 
working for R. A. Holmes, a lawyer, in Melita. Joan 
married Brian Cooper in February 1971 and has since 
been divorced. She has one son, Shayne, born May 
30,1973. 

Robert was born July 11, 1950 and has a degree 
from B. C. 1. T. in Broadcast Communications. 
Robert and his partner own Great West Audio with 
two stores, one in Chatham, Ontario and the other in 
London, Ontario. Robert married Paula Jeanne Ja
cobs at Windsor on October 10, 1981 and they reside 
in London. 

In 1968, Mickey and Kathleen Eyers' original 
home was sold to E. Toms and the Eyers family 
moved to a new home on Ash Street where they still 
live. 

Fairchild, Ernest Renwick 
ERNEST RENWICK FAIRCHILD, youngest 

son of Howard and Vema (Amos) Fairchild, was born 
at Waskada in 1928. He lived in Waskada and 
McGregor until 1942 when he moved to the Strange 
farm where his mother was taking care of the ailing 
Mr. and Mrs. Strange. He attended school in 
Waskada and a short time at Arthur. 

He continued working with Bill on the farm until 
1961 when he rented the land until Bill's death. In 
March 1950 he married ARLYS ANSETH, daughter 
of Carl and Sina Anseth from Landa, North Dakota. 
They made their home on the Strange farm with his 
mother and Bill. 

They have one daughter, PAULETTE MOR
LAINE, born December 24, 1950 at Westhope, 
North Dakota. She attended both elementary and 
high school in Waskada and worked as a dental 
assistant in Winnipeg. She married James Trewin and 
they have three sons, Jeff, Greg and Wade and live 
in the Waskada District. 

Through the years Ernie has enjoyed playing 
ball, hunting, fishing and we both enjoy curling. 

Feader, Wesley 
In November 1952 WES and BELVA FEADER 

bought the jewellery business from Norman Gould 
and moved to Melita with their infant daughter, 
KATHY. Belva passed away in 1958. 

In 1960 Wes and MILDRED LINDSAY were 
married. Mildred Lindsay, the former Mildred Walk
er (daughter of Francis and Leah Walker) had two 
children by a former marriage, LYNDA LINDSAY 
and BARRY LINDSAY. 

In 1977 the jewellery store was sold and the 
Feaders retired in Melita. Lynda Lindsay, now Mrs. 



Don Fawcett, is an R.N. and resides in Calgary with 
their three children. Barry Lindsay, in the R.C.M.P., 
married Barbara Hallatt, an R.N., and resides in 
Sherwood Park, Alberta with their three children. 
Kathy Feader has her B. N. and is with Public Health 
residing in Thompson, Manitoba. 

Fenske, William Sr. 
by Mary Slack 

My grandfather, WILLIAM FENSKE, was born 
in Germany in 1846 and came as a small child with 
his parents to settle in Bruce County in Ontario 
where he grew up and married MARY LOUISA 
LENZ. In the spring of 1882 they came west with 
their three small sons, WILLIAM (6), ALBERT 
(4), and HENRY (1) and Grandmother's brother, A. 
C. Lenz, his wife and family and their mother and her 
husband, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Tede. They came by 
train to Brandon, then 80 miles west by wagon, to 
settle on the first homesteads in what later became 
Bede District. 1882 was a year of a big flood after a 
lot of rain, water was everywhere. They were forced 
to camp on the highest point of land and wait out the 
rains. Finally food was getting scarce so Grandfather 
walked back to Brandon for supplies. He was a great 
walker and in the early years carried butter and eggs 
to exchange for needed groceries, first to Deloraine 
and later to Melita. In 1884 and 1887 two daughters 

MATILDA and FLORENCE were born. Grand
mother died in 1903 and Grandfather lived on the 
homestead seven miles north of Melita until his death 
in May 1920. 

Matilda and Florence never married and spent 
most of their lives on the home farm and in Melita. 
Matilda, the last living member of her family, spent 
the last six years of her life in Sunset Haven Nursing 
Home in Brandon where she died in May, 1981 in her 
97th year. The grandchildren and their families are 
scattered from coast to coast in Canada. The writer is 
the only one to stay in the district and now lives in 
Melita. 

Fenske, William Jr. 
by Mary Slack 

My father, WILLIAM FENSKE, married ES
THER LOUISE FLEMINGTON of the district. 
They had five children: Norman, Mary (see Charles 
Slack history), Russell, Florence and Cecil. 

Florence married Robert Wallace of Unity, Sas
katchewan. They had nine children: Herbert, James, 
Robert, Norman, Ronald, Brian, Betty, Bonnie and 
Allen. Herbert spent several years in the navy. He 
then graduated from Dalhousie University. He is now 
a Ph.D. on the research council, is married and lives 
in Ottawa. 

James is a petroleum manager with Co-op in 

L.-R., Back: Albert, Matilda, Henry, William. Front: Mr. William Fenske Sr., Florence, Mrs. Mary Fenske. 
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Unity. Nonnan spent some years in the anned forces 
and served on two peacekeeping missions overseas. 
He is now retired from the army and working in a 
correctional institute. He is married and lives in 
Oromocto, New Brunswick. Robert died in his teens 
at Unity, Saskatchewan. Ronald is a teacher, married 
and lives in Saskatoon. Brian works for the C.N.R. 
Betty is an Educational Psychologist in Saskatche
wan. Bonnie died at one year at Unity. Allen works 
on the gas pipeline at Unity. 

Fenske, Norman 
by Mary Slack 

Norman enlisted and went overseas in December 
1939. He was invalided home in 1941 and later mar
ried Beth Hadden of Douglas, Manitoba. He lives in 
Winnipeg. They have three children: Robert, James 
and Raymond. Robert is in the R.C.M.P., married 
and lives in Chatham, Ontario. James is married and 
lives in Winnipeg. Raymond is a Flight Service Spe
cialist Teacher, married and lives in Winnipeg. 

Fenske, Russell 
by Mary Slack 

Russell, now deceased, married Marjorie Har
mon of Brown's District. They had four children: 
William, Garry, Douglas and Kingsley. William is a 
supervisor in a C.N.R. shop, is married and lives in 
Winnipeg. Garry is a fireman, married and lives in 
Stonewall, Manitoba. Douglas is a motorcycle sales
man, married and lives in Regina. Kingsley is mar
ried, a supervisor at Florist Supply and lives in 
Winnipeg. 

Russell enlisted and went overseas in 1942. On 
returning he was divorced and later married Elsie 
Patzer of Emerson, Manitoba. They had three chil
dren: Bryan, Gregory and Sandra. Bryan is in real 
estate, married and lives in Calgary. Gregory in an 
area manager for Tip Top Taylors, married and lives 
in Cambridge, Ontario. Sandra is a secretary and 
lives in Winnipeg. 

Fenske, Cecil 
by Mary Slack 

Cecil, the third son of William Jr. and Esther 
Louise Fenske, enlisted and went overseas in 1942. 
On returning he married Evelyn Meldrum of Ottawa. 
They had five children: Janie, Claire, Donna and 
two boys who died in infancy. Cecil is now deceased. 

Fenske, Albert 
by Mary Slack 

ALBERT, the second son of William Sr. and 
Mary Louisa Fenske, married ANNIE CARR of 
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Melita. They had three children: Louisa, David and 
Beatrice. Louisa married Jack Goodburn of 
Napinka. They had six children: Eddie, Kenneth, 
May, Ronald and twins Jo-Lynne and Jo-Anne. 

Eddie is a trucker, married and lives in Van
couver. Kenneth has 30 years in the air force, is 
married and lives in Comox, British Columbia. May 
is married and lives in Powell River, British Colum
bia. Ronald is married and also lives at Powell River. 
Jo-Lynne is an L.P.N., married and works in Royal 
Jubilee Hospital at Victoria. Jo-Anne is an L.P.N., 
married and works in the General Hospital in Van
couver. 

David is a widower and lives in Elkhorn, Man
itoba. 

Beatrice is married and lives in Fort St. John, 
British Columbia. 

Fenske, Henry 
by Mary Slack 

HENRY, third son of William Sr. and Mary 
Louisa Fenske, married Lydia Scheer of Lemberg, 
Saskatchewan. They had two children: Hazel and 
Grace. Hazel is married and lives in Carberry, Man
itoba. Grace is married and lives in Brandon. 

Ferguson, George Alexander 
by Reta Murray 

GEORGE ALEXANDER FERGUSON was 
born in Kilmarnock, Scotland in 1904, the eldest of a 
family of six. In December 1924 he married GRACE 
SHANNON of Glasgow. In May of 1926 they sold 
their possessions and along with an infant daughter, 
RETA, set sail for Canada. They arrived in Delo
raine in May 1926 where George was to work as a 
farm labourer for an uncle, having had no experience 
in this type of work. Many stories are told of the 
heartaches and hardships of a young couple from the 
city coming to live on a farm. 

In 1928 they moved to Melita where George 
worked on the farm of Art Ross until September 
1939, when he enlisted in the Queen's Own Cameron 
Highlanders. Grace and the family then moved into 
the town of Melita. George was captured by the 
Gennans at Dieppe in 1942 and spent three years in a 
prisoner-of-war camp. Upon his return from over
seas, George was employed by the post office, later 
became postmaster, retiring in 1965. 

George was active in all community affairs, serv
ing on the executive of many organizations. He 
served on the school board for 14 years and was a 
member of the board of the United Church for 20 
years, the Royal Canadian Legion and the Lo.o.F. 
Lodge. At the time of his death, he was Chainnan of 
the Westman District of the Red Cross. 



George was a lover of music. In his early years, 
he would perform at the Robbie Bums Concert, 
dressed in his kilts and singing the songs of his 
homeland. In the prewar years he played the drums in 
a local orchestra for the Saturday Night Dances in the 
coliseum where one could dance for the cost of 1O¢. 
Entertainment in the early years was neighbours get
ting together for dances in their homes. 

In October 1979, George passed away. Grace still 
resides in her own home on Campbell Street, Melita; 
the home they bought after the war. The trees on the 
boulevard were planted by George and both he and 
Grace were very proud of them. 

The war years for Grace were spent at the Red 
Cross Rooms on Main Street, knitting and packing 
parcels. She is still very active in her lodge and 
church work. 

L-R., Back: Rita, Dennis, Iva, Jim. Seated: George and Grace 
Ferguson. 

There were four children born of this union. 
JIM, who was born in Deloraine in 1927 now resides 
in Camduff, Saskatchewan, operating a meat pro
cessing business. He married Willene Paton of Cam
duff in 1956. They have four children. 

DENNIS was born in Melita in 1931, lives in 
Lethbridge, Alberta and is employed by the Alberta 
Telephones. He married Dorothy Carson of Kam
loops, British Columbia in 1957. They have five 
children. 

IVA was born in Waskada in 1928. She married 
JACK HODGINS of Melita in 1951. They now re
side at Melfort, Saskatchewan and have four chil
dren. 

Reta, who was born in Glasgow, Scotland, in 
1926 married Keith Murray of Lyleton in 1947 and 
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they still farm in the Lyleton area. They have two 
children. 

There are 15 grandchildren and six great-grand
children. 

Fletcher, George Sr. 
GEORGE FLETCHER SR. of West Hartlepool 

was born in England in 1837. On December 9, 1859 
he married ISABELLA HOOGSON at Silver St. 
Chapel Whitby, who was born in 1836. From this 
marriage there were seven children. WILLIAM 
JAMES was born September 10, 1860 at Michlabey 
Parish, Ny the. The rest of the children were all born 
at West Hartlepool, Parish of Straton, County of 
Durham. HANNAH was born March 14, 1862; 
GEORGE was born December 25, 1863 (see sepa
rate history); ANN ELIZABETH, was born Octo
ber25, 1865; THOMAS was born March 17,1869; 
MATHEW DOTCHON, was born December 25, 
1872 (see separate history); and JANE HICKS 
(JENNEY), was born December 25, 1874 (see 
Thomas Bonner history). 

In 1880, George, Isabella and their family joined 
by James and Matt Hunt came to Canada and settled 
at Barrie, Ontario. Settling here for six years, they 
worked in a saw milL After living only one year in 
Ontario, their son William died at the age of 21. 
George Jr. returned to England, in 1884 to marry 
JANE ANNE TAYTE on April 23, at Straton 
Church West Hartlepool. Annie, a year later in 1885, 
married JAMES HUNT. 

On April!, 1886 the whole family, along with the 
Hunts, came to Manitoba. They considered stopping 
and homesteading in the Red River Valley, but 
thought it would be too hard to clear all of the trees. 
They moved on and later resided for a short time in 
the Hernfield District, finally coming to settle at 
Coultervale and homesteading E 6-1-27. They all 
lived in a tent until they got a couple of sod houses 
built. The wood they needed for supports of their 
buildings was cut in the Turtle Mountains and hauled 
back by oxen. Since there were few trees in the 
immediate area, but an ample supply of sod from the 
uncultivated prairie, they not only built sod houses, 
but sod granaries and bams. Grain, when they first 
arrived had to be taken all the way to Brandon, 
sometimes taking a week for the round trip. Later 
things got easier when the railway came to Deloraine 
and then to Lyleton. 

All of George and Isabella's children eventually 
homesteaded in the same area, especially along the 
United States border. George Sr. died January 11, 
1894 of cancer and Isabella passed away in February 
of 1909. They are both buried in Coultervale Ceme
tery. 



Hannah, the oldest of the family, married MATT 
HUNT. They homesteaded W 6-1-27 and had five 
children. Bella (Mrs. Mark Van Warmer); Annie 
(Mrs. Jim Clubb); Tom, Frank, and John. Hannah 
died in 1897. Matt was killed in Antler, North Dako
ta. The children were then raised by other members 
of Hannah's family. 

Anne Elizabeth, married JAMES HUNT, and 
homesteaded on 4-1-28. They had nine children. 
Jack was born in Deloraine where his father worked 
in his spare time from the farm. Eithel (Mrs. Herbert 
Simpson) was born in a tent while the family was 
building the sod house. The next six children were 
born in the sod house. Bessie (Mrs. Frank Shannon), 
Bill, Jennie (Mrs. Bill Tickner), Abner, May (Mrs. 
Frank Myles), Margaret (Mrs. Dan McKinnon) and 
Lee, born in the frame house. Since the only mode of 
transportation they had in the early days was oxen 
and stone boat this is how it is said Annie made the 
trek to go and visit her mother. Annie passed away in 
1921. 

Thomas married FLORENCE STOREY on 
June 10, 1869. He homesteaded SW 18-1-27. They 
had six children: Margaret, Richard, Thomas Ed
ward (Ed), George, Florence Evelyn and John 
Wesley. They lived in a sod house until 1901. Even
tually they moved to NW 18-1-27 beside the creek to 
solve water problems. Florence, his wife passed 
away in 1941 and Thomas passed away in 1949. 

Many of the descendants of the original Fletchers 
still live in and around the Coultervale, Lyleton, and 
Melita areas. 

Fletcher, George Jr. 
GEORGE FLETCHER JR. was old enough 

before he left England to have been employed as a 
dockworker. He is also said to have made seven trips 
to Canada, working on cattle ships helping tend 
livestock until they reached shore. On coming to 
Canada, he worked in a sawmill with his family at 
Barrie, Ontario, returning to England to marry his 
first wife, JANE ANNE TAYTE. Soon after arriv
ing in Manitoba George Jr. and Jane Anne home
steaded on 4-1-27 in 1886. That same year a sod 
house and bam were built. They lived in the sod 
house for 13 years until a frame house was built in 
1899. A bam was built around this time, but it was 
destroyed by a cyclone in July of 1942. 

Four children were born to this union. George 
Walter was born on February 15, 1885 in Ontario. He 
passed away on May 17, 1892 of pneumonia. He was 
buried on the farm and later moved to Coultervale 
Cemetery when it was opened. 

The rest of the children were born in the sod 
house. BELLA MARIA was born on January 3, 
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George Jr. and Jane Ann Fletcher family. 

1887. She married JOSEPH BONNER. They had 
four children: Edith, Waiter, Margaret and Ken
neth. Bella died in 1923 at Neville, Saskatchewan. 

MABLE JANE was born March 23,1889. She 
married John Currie and had three daughters: Laura, 
Ellen and Ruby. He passed away and she later mar
ried John Bamholden. They had five children: Flo
rence, Gordon, Evelyn, Earl and Bernice. Mable 
died in 1969 at Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. 

WILLIAM JAMES was born on February 9, 
1891. He married ADA WALKER and raised two 
daughters, Ruth (Mrs. Robert Moore) and Ruby 
(Mrs. Fred Reddaway). Billy farmed in the Coulter
vale area until he died in 1936. Ada is now living in 
the Melita Care Home. (Ada deceased January 29, 
1983.) 

For a short time mail was received in Westhope, 
and grain was also taken there to be ground. The 
ground was broken with plow and oxen and for a 
short time the sowing had to be done by hand. 
George is said to have handsown a neighbour's 45 
acres in one day. 

One day in the winter when he was returning 
home with the team and sleigh, he was caught in the 
middle of a blizzard. Since there were no trees or 
buildings to get his bearings by, he let the horse take a 
bit of the lead, hoping that between the two of them 
they could find their way home. Eventually they 



stopped, and he realized that if they had carried on a 
few feet farther, they would have driven right over the 
sod house since a huge snow bank had drifted com
pletely over it. Mable also used to speak of how the 
Indians used to set up camp just off their yard and 
how scared she used to be, although they were actu
ally quite friendly. 

Fourgenerations: Mrs. George Fletcher Sr., George Jr., Mabel 
and Laura Currie. 

George Jr., and Gertrude Fletcher. 
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Jane Anne passed away at the age of 43 years in 
July of 1906, after a battle with cancer. George remar
ried in 1908 to GERTRUDE OLLEY of West 
Hartlepool on December 16, at the Holy Trinity 
Church Winnipeg. They had eight children: Eva 
(Mrs. Basil Miller), Daisy (Mrs. Les Caney), Edna 
(Mrs. Everett Moore), George (married Ellen Leach 
of Lyleton), Earle (married Jean Leach), Frank 
(married May Fawcett of Pierson), Marjorie (Mrs. 
Frank Tamblyn), and Doreen (Mrs. Grant Hog
garth). 

George and Gertrude lived on the farm until 1913 , 
when they moved to Melita for six years. Later mov
ing to a farm in the Waskada area, they then returned 
to the home farm and continued on farming. George 
passed away on July 11, 1937. Gertrude stayed on the 
farm until her latter years when she lived with various 
members of her family until her death on December 
21, 1964 of cancer at the age of 76. 

Fletcher, Matthew 
submitted by Ethel Skelton 

After learning of the vastness of the prairies, 
George and Isabelle Fletcher and family headed west 
from Barrie, Ontario to settle in the Coultervale 
District onE 6-1-27 in April, 1886. Fourteen year old 
MATTHEW, the youngest of seven children, con
tinued his education at Coultervale school. Matt re
sided with his parents until 1895 when he home
steaded SW 2-1-27 building his own sod house. His 
marriage to MARY ACHESON was solemnized 
November 3, 1897 and they settled in the sod house, 
where their eldest daughter, Myrtle May was born 
on August 31, 1900. They lived in this sod house until 
the fall of 1901 when he homesteaded in North Dako
ta, one mile west and three miles south of Westhope. 
Matt and his family returned to the sod shanty in the 
spring of 1902 after selling his American homestead. 
At this time, Matt purchased the NW 2-1-27 and 
proceeded to break the land with a walking plough. 
In 1903 the sod shanty was replaced by a new frame 
house and in these quarters the remainder of the Matt 
and Mary Fletcher family was born and raised. 

The Fletcher family consisted of: Myrtle, (de
ceased 1976) Hazel, born September 10, 1904 (de
ceased at three months); Ada, born February 11,1906 
(deceased 1919); Ethel, born July 18, 1908; and Earl 
born January 21, 1916 (deceased 1924). 

Matt built his own barn in 1905 which was de
stroyed by a tornado in 1940. Matthew and Mary 
farmed their homestead until 1939 when they retired 
to Coulter. Matt passed away in 1943 and Mary re
turned to live on the homestead with their daughter 
Ethel until the time of her death in 1955. 

Myrtle May was born and raised in the Coulter-



Matt and Mary Fletcher; Ethel, Earl, Myrtle and Ada Fletcher. 

vale District. She resided with her grandparents at 
Westhope when she was of school age and was edu
cated by her Uncle Gordon Acheson until her final 
two years of education which she received at the 
Coultervale School. From the time she was 14 until 
she was 22, Myrtle remained on the homestead with 
her family working at any manual task that was 
required of her. In 1922 she married Leslie Barker 
(see L. H. Barker history). 

Ethel St. Clair was born, raised and received her 
education in the Coultervale District. Ethel remained 
on the homestead until 1931 when she married Dave 
Skelton (see Dave Skelton history). 

Floyd, Rev. Matthew Phillip 
REV. and MRS. MATTHEW PHILLIP FLOYD 

came from Killarney in 1909 to minister to the Pres
byterian congregation at Melita. Originally from 
Northern England, M. P. Floyd staunchly argued that 
he was Scottish. "If a cat has kittens in the oven," he 
would say, "you wouldn't have hot biscuits." 

In 1912, the Floyd family moved to Marshall, 
Saskatchewan to farm for the next 13 years. Their six 
children grew up and married. HAROLD married 
Evelyn Elson and they farmed and raised their ten 
children at Marshall and Blue Bell, Saskatchewan. 
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ELLIS married CLARA POLLOCK (from 
Melita), lived chiefly in Winnipeg and raised two 
boys. MARION married Billy Hodgson, and they 
had two girls. JEAN taught, then married Jack 
McKenzie, who died. Later, she married John 
Damgaard, and they had one daughter. They lived at 
Lashburn, Saskatchewan. DOUGLAS married 
Jessie McPhail. They had three children and moved 
from town to town in Saskatchewan wherever Doug
las was teaching. Louise married Jack Joslyn. They 
had four children. Louise still lives at Melfort, Sas
katchewan. When, at church union in 1925, Rev. and 
Mrs. Floyd were called back to minister at Melita, 
Elva and Hartney, they brought with them their 
"other" daughter Dorothy Cooper (see Alex 
Cheyne history), who a short time later, married Alex 
Cheyne, and has lived in the Melita area ever since. 
A foster daughter, Hazel Morgan, was raised by the 
Floyds as well. 

Mrs. Floyd died at Melita in 1928. Rev. Floyd 
continued to serve actively until he was past 80. 
During the 1940 's, four of Harold's daughters came in 
tum to live with their Grandfather and attend Melita 
Collegiate - Alma (Mrs. Ken Johnston of Lena, 
Manitoba); Dorothy (Mrs. Gerald May of Victoria); 
Joyce (Mrs. Robert Cooper of Brandon); and Mar
garet (Mrs. Robert Elvidge of Vancouver). 

In 1946, the Rev. Floyd retired to a tiny house just 
north of town, where he remained until a few months 
before his death in July 1949. In his time he preached 
many good sermons, such as the one-liner for those 
who commented that sudden death was a wonderful 
way to go. "Yes," was his cheerful rejoinder, "if 
your ticke~ is bought, and you know where you're 
going!" 

Forman, Wilbert 
by Ruth (Forman) Phillipson 

My mother, BERTHA McNISH, was born in 
Glenarm, Ontario on June 7, 1889. She came west 
with her parents Alex and Minnie McNish and broth
er, Hector, in the spring of 1893. They settled on 
8-1-28 in what was later known as the North Antler 
District. 

On March 6, 1912 she married WILBERT FOR
MAN who was born in Kirkfield, Ontario on Sep
tember 2, 1885. They rented the Harkness farm, 
4-1-28, for two years. I, RUTH, was born here. In 
the spring of 1914 they bought the Will Crawford 
farm in North Antler District, S 14-2-28, where their 
home was and N 11-2-28. Two sons were born there, 
CHARLES in 1920 and EARL in 1931. My parents 
were both very active in the community. My father's 
favorite sport was cUrling. 

On July 12, 1935, my father was killed in a 



plowing accident on the fann. Mother carried on 
until the fall of 1936 when she moved to Brandon 
with her sons. After two years she moved to Melita. 
Charles enlisted in the R.C.A.F. in 1939. Earl at
tended Melita Elementary School and Collegiate and 
was a member of Cadets. 

During those years, Mother was active in the 
church. She was president of the W.M.S. and worked 
in the Ladies' Aid and Mission Band. She was also a 
member and president of the W.I. The Blood Donor 
Clinic was a special interest of hers. She donated 
blood and was always at the Clinic assisting in the 
work. 

In March 1948 she moved to Winnipeg. Earl was 
with her until he joined the R.C.A.F. in 1952. She 
worked in the church groups, quilting and taking 
part, as long as health permitted, for arthritis crip
pled her. Her hands were always busy, knitting, 
crotcheting, quilting, etc. The garden and her 
flowers were always her joy. 

Failing health caused her to move to the Melita 
Lodge. She was one of the first to take up residence in 
January 1968. She spent some happy years there until 
she went to Central Park Lodge in Brandon in Sep
tember 1975, where she passed away April 21, 1982. 

Her interest in her family, friends, church and 
sports continued until the last. 

I, Ruth, became a teacher and taught at Copley 
and Coultervale. I married FRED PHILLIPSON on 
April 14, 1936. (See Fred Phillipson history.) 

Forman, Charles 
CHARLES received his education at North 

Antler, Lyleton and Brandon Collegiate. He enlisted 
in the R.C.A.F. in 1939 and went overseas in 1940 
with the 1 12th City of Winnipeg Squadron as a rear 
gunner. In September 1941 their bomber was shot 
down and he was a prisoner of war until the war 
ended. He returned to Canada in May 1945. 

In 1946 he married Sybil Tween of England. 
They lived in Winnipeg. Two girls were born, 
Sharon and Wendy. In 1951 the family moved to 
California. Later they were divorced. 

Charles lives in Covina, California. He is a floor 
inspector in a small factory. Sharon, who holds a 
Master's Degree in Counselling Psychology and a 
license for private counselling, lives in Venice, Cal
ifornia. Wendy is a bookkeeper. She married Stan 
Crawford and they live in Manhattan Beach, Califor
nia. 

Forman, Earl 
EARL received his education at Brandon and 

Melita and later joined the R.C.A.F. in 1952. He 
married Ellen Kruger of Dryden, Ontario in January 
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1955. They had four children. KENNETH, born 
December 1955 was killed in a car accident July 5, 
1975. Robert, born March 1958 is working toward a 
Master's Degree in Geology at the University of 
British Columbia in Vancouver. Valerie, born Octo
ber 1961 took a business course and works as a 
bookkeeper in Vancouver. Sonya, born April 1964 is 
in her first year at the University of British Columbia. 

Earl served with the R.C.A.F. for 23 years in 
Germany and various parts of Canada. He left the 
Forces in 1975 and is now employed as a computer 
technologist by Transport Canada in Vancouver. The 
family resides in beautiful Richmond, British Co
lumbia. 

Forster, George 
by Hazel C. Forster 

Our father, GEORGE FORSTER, was born on 
April 22, 1841 in Elora, Ontario, son of Captain 
James Forster and Mary Elizabeth Swan. As I re
member he had one brother in Ontario and a brother 
Robert, of Morden, Manitoba; a sister Elizabeth 
(Mrs. John Haffner) of Winnipeg; and a sister Miss 
Cecelia, of Elora, Ontario. 

In the early 1880's oUr Father went west to Man
itoba where he took a homestead and pre-emption in 
the southwest part of the province on 16-2-26 and 
17-2-26 in the Municipality of Arthur. It was on this 
location that he went through the hardships of mak
ing a start at fanning, living alone in a small house on 
the wide open prairies. 

Our mother, ELIZA AGNES WATTS, was born 
on August 7, 1860 in Port Hood, Nova Scotia, daugh
ter of Sea Captain George Watts and Jane E. RuelL 
She was one of a family of six girls and three boys. As 
a young girl she journeyed to Manitoba to visit her 
sister Ada (Mrs. David Smith), who was living on a 
homestead next to George Forster. These folks (I'm 
sure) made for brighter and less lonely times for a 
bachelor, living alone. The visit culminated in 
George and Eliza being married on May 12, 1890. 
They established their home on 16-2-26 and in years 
following had a family of three sons and two daugh
ters. They were: ROBERT GLADSTONE, born 
June 20,1891; MARY ELIZABETH SWAN, born 
May 31, 1893; WILLIAM GRAIN, born May 24, 
1895; GEORGE CHARLES, born September 16, 
1897; and myself HAZEL CECELIA, born January 
15, 1902. 

A school had been built in the district of Verona 
which was one and a half miles from our house. As 
we came of age, it was in that little school house that 
we all learned the three R's. Some years later a larger 
and more modern school was built, but by then my 
three brothers had finished school and were helping 



Mr. and Mrs. George Forster with Bob, Mary and Bill. 

on the home farm. To finish I had some time in 
Waskada High School. 

Our sister Mary fell ill in the winter of 1902-03 
with rheumatic fever. After loving care at home she 
passed away on July 8, 1903, leaving a heartbroken 
mother and father. 

Our father was taken sick around 1908-09. After 
an operation in Winnipeg he was invalided home and 
there our mother took care of him. He passed away 
June 22, 1911 and was laid to rest beside our sister 
Mary in the family plot in Melita. 

Our dear mother passed away on April 6, 1937 
after a good life but with many years of hard work 
and some sorrowful times. She too was laid to rest in 
the family plot in Melita. 

I, Hazel, met my husband REG FORSTER (not 
related) from Killarney when I was working in the 
Dalrymple Department Store in Waskada and he was 
working in the bank there. We were married on July 
4, 1922 and had a family of three daughters; Vivian, 
Dorothy and Marilynne and one son Kenneth. Reg 
left the bank to go to Goodlands where he started a 
barber shop. From there we moved to Wawanesa and 
then on to Tompkins, Saskatchewan. The barber 
business was good until the "Dirty Thirties" came 
along. We went to the Peace Country in 1937 to a 
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farm of an elderly uncle, who was ready to retire. In 
1943 Reg enlisted in Grande Prairie and was back as a 
barber. We sold the farm and moved to Calgary 
where Reg was transferred. We lived there until 1968 
when he was hospitalized. He passed away in the 
Peace River Hospital in 1972. I moved to Victoria 
where I am getting used to a very different climate, 
after all my years spent on the prairies. 

A couple of incidents come to mind that our 
mother told us as children. When our parents were 
married, there was no railway in their area. The 
nearest town was Deloraine, where they had to go for 
their mail and supplies. On one trip father took moth
er along by horse and buggy. They went to an eating 
place for a meal and on their way home Dad asked 
Mom how she had enjoyed it - especially the meat. 
It was only after he told her it was bear meat that she 
felt a bit squeamish. 

In those earlier days, as I remember, there 
seemed to be colder winters and more snow. On one 
occasion our Dad with lantern in hand, went to the 
barn after supper to do chores and look after the 
animals. A blizzard was blowing, so Mother put 
lights in the windows to help guide Dad back to the 
house. Some time passed and he did not return. Mr. 
Oliver Sr., who was staying at our home and helping 
with work decided to see what might be keeping 
Dad. He tied binder twine to his arm and Mother was 
to let it slide until Mr. Oliver gave a big tug on it to let 
her know he had reached the barn and another one to 
have her pull it back when he and our Dad were ready 
to come back to the house. He found our Dad was not 
at the barn and had not met him on the way to or from 
the house. They decided that maybe some gun shots 
might he heard that brought no results. The farm 
dog had gone with Dad so the folks at the house 
hoped that he would help as a guide in the storm. 

I am sure the night was a very long and worried 
one for Mother and Mr. Oliver. Early the next morn
ing after the blizzard had stopped a neighbour came, 
driving a pair of horses with a sleigh behind. In it was 
our Dad bundled up in many blankets and robes. The 
neighbour had spotted Dad wandering in an open 
area near their home, about three miles from our 
place. He was still carrying the lantern and his faith
ful dog was with him too. Dad credited the dog for 
saving his life, for when he got so tired from walking 
in the deep snow and would sit down to rest and fall 
asleep the dog would lick his face until he got up to 
walk again. Dad had thought he would come to a 
fence that had been built between our land and the 
David Smith land and then he would have his bear
ing. He never found the fence for the blizzard had 
covered it completely with snow and he had walked 
right over it. So with the faithful dog and help from a 



guiding hand from above our Dad had been saved from 
freezing to death during one of the terrible blizzards that 
were quite common during those years. 

There are no doubt other dates and things that I 
would be happy to relate about our father and moth
er's early years together, but being too young then 
and now that I have just passed my 80th birthday, I 
don't remember some things that I should. As I am 
the last living child of George and Eliza Forster I am 
not able to refer to any of my family for help. 

Forster, Robert Gladstone 
by Hazel C. Forster 

Our brother, BOB, was married to MURIEL 
PENSON, daughter of Robert and Lucilla, in 1918. 
They had two sons, Reginald William, born Sep
tember 26, 1920 and Russell John, born November 
18, 1922. Bob and Muriel farmed for some years, 
first on the Peninsula and then on a farm a few miles 
southwest of Melita; During the Second World War 
Bob worked in Ft. William, Ontario, making parts 
for airplanes. Later on he returned to Melita where he 
did a lot of house building and general carpentry. He 
passed away suddenly on September 11, 1962 and 
was buried in the family plot 

Bob's son Reg enlisted in the air force during the 
Second World War and served overseas in England 
and France with a photographic unit. He returned 
safely to Canada and on December 19,1945 he mar
ried Ruth Cranston. 

Forster, Russell John 
Russell John Forster, was the second son of 

Muriel Ada (Penson) and Robert Gladstone Forster 
attended school at Peninsula, Chesterfield and Ver
ona. A few years in the 30's were spent at Portage. He 
worked for Western Motors in Brandon; served over
seas in England and Italy with the First Canadian 
Division in World War II; worked in Tannahill's 
General Store after the war and in the garage in 
Waskada with his uncle. 

He married Jean Calquhoun Forster in 1950. 
We purchased the NE of 20-2-26 where a home was 
built in 1952. Russ suffered a farm accident in 1962 
which resulted in his leg being amputated. We 
farmed until 1978. 

We have two children; Barbara Jean, born in 
1951 andJames William born in 1954, both of whom 
attended Waskada School. Barbara graduated from 
Assiniboine Community College and worked as a 
stenographer for CKX and the Department of Health 
and Social Development in Brandon. She married 
Darryl William Andrews of Douglas in 1972. They 
farm and have one son, Ryan Gordon, born in March 
1979. 
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Jim worked a short time after graduation at Wat
son's garage in Waskada, then spent 18 months work
ing at Gillam, Manitoba for Manitoba Hydro on the 
Nelson River Project. For the past six years he has 
worked out of Calgary for Camerons Drilling and 
Chevron Geosciences. Jim married Devon Best, 
daughter of Warren and Norma from Minnedosa, on 
March 19, 1983. 

I would like to say our first winters on the farm 
were some of our happiest. We didn't have much in 
the way of winter roads and spent many evenings 
walking back and forth over frozen snow packed 
fields to our neighbours, Garth and Kay Ramsay, 
where we played cards and used their telephone to get 
in touch with family. 

Snow was deep and we welcomed a bombardier 
driven by Ernie Fairchild who picked up a full load of 
farmers, cream cans and egg crates for a one day trip 
to Melita, about once a month. When roads im
proved, social evenings held at Verona School were 
always well attended, with a host of good neigh
bours. Adults played cards and danced and children 
slept on piled coats in the "cloak room" after a big 
evening with friends. As I write this we are taking up 
residence in Killarney, but we have many pleasant 
memories of the Verona District and Waskada. 

Forster, William Grain (Bill) 
by Hazel C. Forster 

Our brother, Bill, was married on January 15, 
1927 to BETTY CALQUHOUN. They had one 
daughter Jean, born September 18, 1928. Bill and 
Betty farmed for awhile in the surrounding area. 
Later on they settled in Waskada, where Bill owned a 
machine shop. He was an excellent mechanic as were 
both Bob and Charlie. During the First World War 
Bill was called into the army when conscription came 
into effect. He was in basic training camp when he 
took sick. After a serious throat operation in Win
nipeg he was sent home to convalesce. The war 
ended before he was able to return to the army. After 
some years of suffering from stomach trouble he 
passed away September 15,1961. He was interred in 
the family plot in Melita. Betty Forster passed away 
in June 1962. 

They are survived by an only daughter Jean who 
married Russell J. Forster (see Russell Forster histo
ry). 

Forster, George Charles 
by Hazel C. Forster 

Our brother, CHARLIE, was married on Octo
ber 6, 1937 to JEAN GORDON. To them were born 
two sons and two daughters: Mary, on January 8, 
1940; George, on May 8, 1941; Donna, on Aprill, 



Centennial 
AYJard 

G. C. Forster. late Reeve of 
Arthur Municipality, is the reo 
cipient of the first Centennia! 
Medal to come to the Town 01 
Melita. This arrived on Janu
ary 27th, and constituted .. a 
pleasant and thri1linK surpnse 
to Mr. Forster. The accompany
ing certificate read as follow,;: 

On the occasion of the One 
Hundredth Annh'ers a r y 0 r 
the Confederation of Canada, 
the Centennial Medaris con
ferred on Reeve George C. 
Forster in recognition of vel
uable service to the nation.-

July 1st., 1967 
On December 31st., 1961: 

Reeve Forster completed 24 
years of service as .head of th2 
Arthur 'Council and pri()r to be 
coming Reeve he served as 
Councillor for Ward One. 
lIi!;:IlIl:,I!II!"IIII,.I!ii··,IIiiIlll··III!::IIIl·"lIi!:"lIi!::·lIIIh 

1942; and Fred, on December 29, 1943. Charlie 
stayed on the home farm with our Mother and took 
care of her faithfully. He enlisted for army service in 
the winter of 1916 and went to England. He trained on 
the shooting ranges and made high marks and saw a 
lot of action in front line warfare in France as a sniper. 
When peace came he was with the group that 
marched right to Berlin. For awhile he was billeted in 
private homes in France, until he was one of a hun
dred men who were chosen to go to England, where 
they marched through London. He arrived home 
early in the summer of 1919. After one session of 
trench warfare, he went back to base camp and on 
taking off his back pack, he found a bullet that had 
lodged in it too close for comfort but saved from a 
fatal hit. Being in contact with gas during one battle 
left him with lung trouble and that bothered him a lot 
in later years. 

He and his family moved to Melita to make it 
easier for the children to finish school but he con
tinued to farm the home farm. 

The following article appeared in the Melita 
New Era February 8, 1968: 
"G. C. Forster, late Reeve of Arthur Munic
ipality, is the recipient of the first Centennial 
Medal to come to the Town of Melita. This 
arrived on January 27th, and constituted a 
pleasant and thrilling surprise to Mr. Forster. 
The accompanying certificate read as follows: 

On the occasion of the One Hundredth Anni
versary of the Confederation of Canada, the 
Centennial Medal is conferred on Reeve 
George C. Forster in recognition of valuable 
service to the nation. July 1st, 1967. 

On December 31st, 1967 Reeve Forster com
pleted 24 years of service as head of the Arthur 
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Council and prior to becoming Reeve he served 
as Councillor for Ward One. " 
After nearly 75 years of hard work and years of 

devotion to many people he developed stomach trou
ble also. An operation in Deloraine Hospital did not 
provide relief and he returned home where he passed 
away on August 18, 1972. He was also laid to rest in 
the family plot. 

Forsyth, William 
In March of the year 1890, WILLIAM and JANE 

FORSYTH moved from Peterborough, Ontario to a 
homestead six miles north of Melita. 

Coming with them were LEWIS, HARDIE, 
BRUCE, CHARLES, MABEL, DOUGLAS, 
AGNES, JANE, and ANGUS; also ANDY and 
MARGARET by Mr. Forsyth's first marriage. 

They arrived in Deloraine by rail in a box which 
was fitted with bunks to sleep on, and space to eat, 
plus all their worldly belongings. 

Before leaving by horse and wagon for Melita, 
the train man said "Better make sure all children are 
counted." Sure enough, one was missing and on a 
bunk, fast asleep, was four year old Jane. 

All the lumber and windows, doors, etc., for 
their home were also brought from the east. The 
house was finally built and the family moved in. This 
original house is still standing on the farm. Then they 
built a small frame barn to house their livestock. In 
the early days, a strong rope was fastened to the 
house and barn to be used by those doing chores 
during severe snow storms that swept the prairies. 

As time passed, three more children were born, 
namely ELIZABETH, MARION and WALTER. 
Now that a few families were settling in the district, a 
school was needed, so the late Mr. Henry Brown 
donated some land and the Browns School was built 
by William Forsyth and Samuel Nesbitt with the help 
of their sons. 

In the early days of the school some of the family 
attended, namely Bruce, Charles, Douglas, Mabel 
and Jane. They had to walk two and three-quarter 
miles each way and Jane said she cried both ways and 
all day in school. She said the first day she didn't cry 
was the happiest day for her mother. 

Mr. Forsyth was a pump maker by trade. He made 
many on the farm and sold them for $1 a foot. The 
wood to make these pumps was drawn by the young 
boys of the family from the Turtle Mountains and the 
sand hills. For the first while Grandad used man
power to drill holes in the log to make pumps, the 
boys having to twist the handles of the auger. After 
this came a windmill and he used wind power to turn 
the lathe and auger. Later he got a gas engine so he 
used gas power for his work. All the lathes were 



made by him. The last big job he did was to tum all 
the fence posts for the cemetery. 

Over the years the family went their separate 
ways: Lewis to Tilston to farm; Bruce to Carlyle to 
run a store (his daughter and her husband still run it); 
Hardie to Melita to be a carpenter; Charlie, Angus 
and Walter also farmed. Agnes and Marion were 
school teachers before they married, then Agnes 
went to the States and Marion (Mrs. Coates) to As
siniboia, Saskatchewan. And Liz (Mrs. A. Murray), 
after they finished farming, went to British Colum
bia. 

The home farm was run by Angus and Walter, 
with Jane as housekeeper. When Walter died, Angus 
and Jane moved to town and Charlie bought the farm, 
and as of today it is still run by his sons, Don and 
Murray. 

In the early days of homesteading, times were 
hard, but spirits were good and hopes always high, 
all willing to help their neighbours. As time went on, 
things began to improve. 

Grandma died at an early age of 64 in 1917, and 
that is when Jane left her job in town to go back to the 
farm. Grandad lived on to the age of 89. 

Since the passing of all these years, only two of 
this large family are still alive; Jane in the Personal 
Care Home in Melita, and Liz (Mrs. Murray) and her 
husband in a care home in Chilliwack, British Co
lumbia. 

(As told by Jane, age 96 and written by her niece, 
Dorothy Cheyne) 

(Editor's note: Mrs. Murray passed away in May 
of 1982 after the writing of the above story.) 

Lewis married Mabel Lyng and they had one son. 
Hardie married Cora Cann. They had two sons and 
one daughter. Dorothy (Mrs. C. "Baldy" Cheyne). 
Bruce and Flora had one boy and two girls. Mabel 
married Tom Fleming and had no family. Douglas 
was not married. Elizabeth (Mrs. A. Murray) had 
one son and one daughter. Marion married JIM 
COATES (see Jim Coates history). Walter was not 
married. 

Forsyth, Charles Glover 
CHARLIE, son of William and Jane Forsyth, 

married JEAN MURRAY POLWORTH (daughter 
of James and Jeanne), on June 19, 1918. During their 
time together they farmed on SW 34-4-27 and NW 
36-4-27, and on 3-5-27. Charles died April 16, 1949. 
Jean retired to live in Melita in the fall of 1960 and 
died January 21, 1972 in the Brandon Sunset Nursing 
Home. 

They raised four children: Jean Glover (Jiving in 
Melita) and Annie Elizabeth (Beth) who married 
Dennis Boscow of Melita (see Boscow history). 
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Donald Kenneth Forsyth lives and farms on 
NW 29-4-26. He married Minn Sutherland in April 
1972. 

Charles Murray Forsyth married Faye Boulton 
of Reston on September 19, 1959. They live on and 
farm NE 24-4-27. They have three children, Lyle, 
Lone (married Ken Law on June 26, 1982), and 
Lynn. 

Foster, Robert 
ROBERT FOSTER came to Pierson by train from 

Smith falls, Ontario in 1897 and then to Lyleton 
settling on the farm on the South Antler near Antler, 
North Dakota. ELIZABETH FERRIS a milliner and 
dressmaker came in 1905 from Grey County, Ontario 
and married Robert. Brothers Wesley and Dayton 
also came from Smith Falls and lived with Robert 
about the same time. 

In 1907 Robert moved to the farm one mile south 
of Lyleton before moving to the Jackson farm east of 
Melita in 1909. They raised a family of one daughter 
and five sons. MAURICE and THELMA were born 
at Lyleton. Thelma is a Registered Nurse having 
lived and worked in California before retiring to 
Brandon. 

Maurice is retired in Melita (separate history). 
GLEN served his country during war years in the 

air force and now lives in Birch River. 
FRED also served his country in the air force and 

now lives in Edmonton. 
FRANK worked for the Civil Service in Ottawa 

where he still lives and is retired. He has recently 
written a book "Broadcasting Policy Development". 

JACK, after leaving school, farmed until he en
listed with The Royal Canadian Rifles. After dis
charge he worked for Jim Kennedy delivering fuel 
and farm supplies. In 1956 he married LOIS PHEO· 
NIX, daughter of Ralph and Margaret of Melita. In 
1956 he began working in Melita Post Office until he 
retired in 1971. 

Robert passed away in 1946 and Mrs. Foster 
retired to Melita and lived with Jack until her death in 
1955. 

WESLEY FOSTER remained a bachelor and 
farmed until he retired to Melita and later to Kel
owna, British Columbia where he passed away in a 
nursing home in 1976. 

DAYTON married Edna Kerfoot who came west 
from Smith Falls, Ontario. They farmed on the 
Lyleton farm until retiring to Brandon. Dayton was 
Reeve of Edward Municipality for a number of years. 
Edna passed away in Brandon and Dayton later 
moved to the coast where he passed away in 1965. 
They had one son KENNETH who married 
LORETTA MALLO of Coulter in 1940. They 



farmed until they moved to Calgary and then West
lock, Alberta where after a lengthy illness Loretta 
passed away in 1977. Kenneth now lives in Kelowna, 
British Columbia. There were two children; Robert 
(Bobbie) who now farms in Alberta, and Gloria 
Jean, who with her husband and two sons live in 
Kelowna, British Columbia. 

Foster, Maurice O. 
by Thelma M. Foster 

MAURICE FOSTER is the eldest son of Robert 
E. Foster and Elizabeth Ferris. He was born on Octo
ber 20, 1907 at Lyleton. He moved at an early age 
with his parents to a farm east of Melita. 

Most of his life was spent farming for himself and 
doing custom work for others. He spent a number of 
summers shearing sheep in various parts of Saskatch
ewan and Manitoba and harvesting during the thir
ties. 

He married THELMA COOK of Arcola, Sas
katchewan on January 26, 1945. They moved to a 
farm north of Napinka where he continued to farm 
until moving to Melita in the fall of 1973. We have a 
family of three daughters and one son. 

Heather Lynn married Wayne Turner of Mis
sissauga, Ontario, who is a mail carrier. They have 
two daughters, Charlene and Meredith who are both 
going to school. The family is all active in sports. 

Glenda Irene married Don Brading of Bows
man, Manitoba. They own and operated the Glendon 
Solo Store at Reston. They have four children, 
Wayne, Bruce, Tracey and Jennifer, who are very 
sports minded, curling , cross-country skiing and 
camping. They attend school at Reston. 

Janice Margaret married Rick Bailey of Melita. 
They live at Flin Flon where Rick is the manager of 
Autopac. They have one son Regan who is a pre
schooler. They are sports enthusiasts. 

Murray Keith, the last of the family, is unmar
ried at the time of writing this. He spent several years 
working at various jobs in Melita, before taking a 
computer course at Herzing in Winnipeg. He is now 
employed with Credit Union at the Main Branch 
Office in Winnipeg. 

Maurice and I are enjoying our retirement. We 
both spent a number of years on various boards at 
Napinka, but now live a quiet life. Maurice spends 
his time gardening while I enjoy bowling and my 
Rebekah Lodge at Napinka. Like all people we have 
had our ups and downs but have managed to over
come them. 

Foxworthy, Howard 
HOWARD and FLORENCE (BETTY) FOX

WORTHY (nee Hutton from Minnedosa) were 
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married in London, Ontario in 1943. They moved to 
Melita from London in 1958. Howard was employed 
as Secretary-Treasurer for the Rural Municipality of 
Arthur. He was a member of the Legion and Oddfel
lows. He put many hours into the Air Cadet Squad
ron of Melita-Waskada district. In 1962 Howard 
underwent heart surgery and again in 1963. He was 
retired due to health in 1963. 

Betty was a member of the Legion and Rebekah 
Lodges. In addition to being a homemaker, she 
worked at the Rural Municipality of Arthur office 
with Howard. Their three children were educated in 
Melita. 

CARL was also very involved with the Air Ca
dets. He participated in hockey and football. In 1973 
he married Iris Shewchuck of Sandy Lake. They 
reside in Winnipeg where Carl is employed by the 
Grain Exchange. 

GAIL married NEAL DANIELS of Pierson in 
1963. They have two children, Todd and BrandL 
Both children attend Pierson School. They have been 
involved in figure skating and hockey. Gail is em
ployed by Antler River School Division as Secretary
Librarian at Pierson School. 

RAY married Maureen Reynolds of Winnipeg in 
1971. They have one son, Kyle. Ray is employed by 
the CPR in Brandon where they now live. 

Howard and Betty live in Brandon. Betty lives on 
459 Dennis Street, and Howard has lived at Central 
Park Lodge for several years due to ill health. 

Fraser, George E. 
GEORGE E. FRASER (1870-1961) and M. 

ELIZABETH RUMBOLD were married October 14, 
1897 in Kingston, Ontario, coming to West Brenda 
District in 1903 and finally settling in Browns School 
District in 1907 on SE 20-4-27 where they lived until 
retirement to Melita in 1943. Bess passed away in 
1950 and George in 1961. Both were laid to rest in the 
Melita Cemetery. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Fraser's 50th Anniversary in 1947. 



From this union six children were born: CLAR
ENCE, ERNEST, EMILY, HARRY, CHARLES 
and Kenneth. 

Clarence (1898-1949) married Paula and lived in 
Detroit. Emily (1907 -1952) married Reg. Panton and 
lived in New Westminster. Their three boys were: 
Terry, born in 1932, who married Betty and has 
three children and one grandchild; Paul born in 1935 
is single and an artist; Clive born in 1939 is married in 
California. 

Charles (1910-1971), single, was a high rigger in 
British Columbia. 

G. Ernest (1900-1977) married Marion Coulter, 
farmed at Russell and retired to Portage la Prairie. 
They had three children, G. WILSON, MARIE and 
EMILIE. G. Wilson, born in 1931, married Edith 
Laycock and had four children; Bradley, Sharon 
Lee, Jeffrey and Sheila. Marie, born in 1934, mar
ried Gordon Sim and they have three children: 
Bryon, Glenn and Barbara. Emilie, born in 1945, 
married Kevin Wall and they have three children; 
Larry, Trevor and Travis. 

Harry Fraser (1904-1944), married BESSIE WY
ATT and had one daughter Joyce born in 1942. They 
farmed in the Melita District. Joyce married Edwin 
Randal and they have four children: Cameron (1965) 
Christopher (1968), Leanne (1973), and Fraser 
(1977). 

Fraser, W. Kenneth 
W. KENNETH, the sixth child of George and 

Elizabeth, was born October 20, 1918. He went to 
school at Browns and Melita Schools. In 1936 he 
worked on a government sponsored plan for $5 a 
month and board for a farmer. He took over the 
family farm in 1941. Mr. and Mrs. Chester Carr kept 
house for him in 1944 when his parents retired to 
Melita. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Frasers 30th Anniversary. Seated: lona, 
Eugene, Juletta, Melanie. 
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On January 20, 1945 he married WANDA 
JULETTA ATKINSON, born October 9, 1916. 
Wanda is the daughter of Robert 1. C. and Isabella E. 
(Day) Atkinson, who lived on 15-1-27. She attended 
Coultervale School then worked for Canada Packers 
Creamery and for Harry Wilson's Transfer before her 
marriage. 

Ken and Wanda had seven children. Iona Eliz
abeth, born October 4, 1945, is a physiotherapist 
married to Arthur Godfrey in 1967, a Manitoba Pool 
Elevator Superintendent. They have three children: 
Shauna Elizabeth (1972), Michael Arthur (1973), 
and Kimberly Anne (1975). They live in Selkirk. 

Eugene Kenneth, born July 14, 1947, graduated 
with a diploma course in Agriculture. He married 
Marguerite Ritchey, an R. N., in 1970 and is taking 
over the family farm on 20-4-27, etc. They have two 
boys, leffery Allan (1974) and "Robby" Eugene 
(1977). They enjoy all animals and have a cow-calf 
operation along with the grain farm. 

Twins, a boy and a girl, died in infancy in 1949. 
Juletta Helen May, born June 6, 1951, a typist

secretary, married Harold McKay in 1971 who works 
for a fertilizer company in Morden. They have two 
girls, Suzanna Jay (1973) and Shelley Dawn (1975). 

Melanie Joyce, born May 17, 1955, married 
Robert Meredith, a blast hole technician in a mine at 
Snow Lake, Manitoba. They have three children, 
Wesley Kirk (1973), Kurtis Allan (1974) and Cory 
(1978). 

A baby boy born in 1956 died at birth. 
In 1966 Ken and Wanda built a new house on the 

farm. On March 27, 1969 we had a terrific storm 
which blocked the roads for several days and come 
spring, creeks, rivers, flats and ravines were all 
flooded. 

Bill and Jen Freeman (1976). 



Freeman, William Thomas (Bill) 
WILLIAM THOMAS FREEMAN was born 

February 23, 1906 to Tom and May Freeman of the 
Oak Ridge district, northwest of Killarney. He was 
the oldest of nine children and received his education 
at the Oak Ridge School and Killarney Collegiate. 
JENNIE CECELIA FREEMAN was born October 
12, 1909, the youngest of two daughters of John and 
Mary Ann Fuke. Jen was born, raised and received 
her educatIon in Deloraine, with the exception of 
seven years from 1914 to 1921 when the family re
turned to England to serve during the First World 
War. 

Bill first came to Melita in 1928 when he was 
employed by the United Grain Growers as a helper to 
George Rutherford. He boarded with the Ruther
fords who lived in the house now owned by Bob 
Armstrong. Bill was the appointed agent of his own 
elevator at Coats tone Siding (Deloraine) where he 
met and married Jen on September 30, 1931 in 
Boissevain. 

A daughter, IRENE ROBERTA, was born 
March 28, 1933 at Deloraine Hospital. The family 
moved to the elevator station at Agnew Siding, north 
of Pipestone in 1934 and in 1935 they were trans
ferred to Melita. Their first home was in the Pol worth 
house, now owned by Gladys Williamson. 

A son, JOHN THOMAS, was born October 23, 
1936 in Deloraine Hospital. The family then moved 
to the Katie McConnell house on the west side of 
town and in 1945 the Freemans built their present 
home. 

Due to ill health, Bill left United Grain Growers 
in 1950 and worked for Eyers Ltd., Dunlop's Hard
ware and finally for the Manitoba Highways Depart
ment from which he retired in 1971. Bill belonged to 
the Oddfellows and Masonic Lodges, was President 
ofthe first Melita Home and School Association, and 
served on the school board and town council. He 
worked hard for a new arena for Melita and district 
and donated 600 hours of labour to this building. 
William Thomas Freeman died April 28, 1977. 

Jen belonged to the Rebekah Lodge and worked 
at Sures "Corner Store" for eight years and at Eyers 
Ltd. for 22 years, from which she retired. Jen still 
resides at 139 Poplar Street. 

Roberta graduated from Melita Collegiate, took 
her secretarial training in Tacoma, Washington and 
worked for two years in Winnipeg. On November 14, 
1953 she married BARRY EDGAR of Lyleton 
where they have farmed every since. They have two 
daughters, Lori, now Mrs. Ken Jones of Pierson, 
who was born September 30, 1954 and after complet
ing her schooling, graduated from St. Boniface 
School of Nursing as a Registered Nurse. Janie, 
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Mrs. Garry McNish of Brandon, was born November 
9, 1956, and successfully completed one year at the 
University of Winnipeg and then chose to enter the 
business world. 

Freeman, John Thomas (Jack) 
After completing school in Melita, JACK re

ceived his papers from the Manitoba Institute of 
Technology in Diesel Mechanics. In later years, he 
attended the University of Manitoba and received his 
Diploma in Food Science. On June 8, 1957, Jack 
married DONNA TOPPING and they now own the 
former Oliphant residence. Jack is presently em
ployed with Critchlow Trucking. They have four 
children. Greg was born October 1, 1958 in Melita 
and after graduating from Melita collegiate, he ap
prenticed for four years with a Calgary firm, supple
mented with classes at Edmonton Community 
College and successfully received his papers in Dry 
Walling. He is presently employed in Calgary. Barb 
was born in Melita February 25, 1960 and graduated 
from Melita Collegiate. She married Keven 
THOMPSON in 1981 and is employed with Keith's 
Construction (show homes) in Calgary, where they 
now reside. Jacquie was born in Melita January 21, 
1963, graduated from Melita Collegiate and is pres
ently employed in Calgary. Barry was born in Vir
den February 18, 1965 and is now completing school 
at Melita Collegiate. He works in his spare time in 
Terry Carel's grocery store. 
"Every house where love abides and friendship is a 

guest, 
Is surely home, for there the heart can rest." 

Fortney, Charles Russen 
by Laura FUrtney 

CHARLES FURTNEY was born at Platsville, 
Ontario January 7, 1873. He came to the Sourisford 
District in 1889 where he homesteaded the NW of 
32-2-27 and later purchased the east quarter from a 
Mr. Ferguson. In January 1898 he married MABEL 
PIERRE DUNCAN, born in Kincardin, Ontario (see 
Eliza Duncan history), of Sourisford. Charles and 
Mabel were active community workers. Mr. Furtney 
served as an Elder of the Elva United Church and 
taught in the Sunday School. Charles was an ardent 
football player. They moved to Melita in 1948 and 
celebrated their 63rd Wedding Anniversary. 

LAURENCE, an infant son of Charles and 
Mabel, died in 1900. Their second son, CHARLES 
RUSSELL, was born on January 24, 1902 and died 
on January 8, 1911 at the age of nine years from 
scarlet fever. They had a third son, KENNETH 
CHARLES (see separate history). 

Charles Furtney passed away March 19, 1961 at 



the age of 88 years and Mabel Furtney passed away 
May 19, 1978 in her lOath year. "Charles and Mabel 
Furtney were a true pioneer couple moulding a home 
of wonderful memories on the prairies." (from 
Melita's Tales and Trails) 

Furtney, Kenneth (Ken) Charles 
by Laura Furtney 

Charles and Mabel's third son, KENNETH 
CHARLES, was born in 1913 and married LAURA 
DOBBYN, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joe Dobbyn 
October 1, 1938. They have two children, Shirley 
Ann and Charles Lloyd. 

Shirley Ann and Bill McKinney were married in 
196~ and live at Waskada. They have four children, 
Lon, Jeff, Brad and Greg. 

Lloyd and Lyn Fletcher were married in 1970 
and reside on the family farm, making it the third 
generation of the family. They have a family of three 
children, Bryan, Jamie and Susan. 

Ken and Laura moved to Melita in 1971 but still 
continue in active farming. 

Gall, Charlie 
CHARLIE (son of David and Winnifred Gall) 

and JEAN (daughter of Pete and Fannie Dudgeon) 
and family moved to Melita in June 1964 from Delo
raine. Charlie's home town was Killarney and Jean's 
was Darlingford. They set up an Upholstery and 
Drapery Shop in their home on Bruce Street which 
they are still operating. Their home is one of the older 
homes in Melita. It was originally known as the Love 
House. 

The Galls have nine children. JUDY, Mrs. 
Sheldon George and her husband are both teaching at 
Langruth, Manitoba. DARLENE is a recreation di
rector at Somerset, Manitoba. PATRICIA, Mrs. Al
lan Phillips lives in Carman, Manitoba. Pat is a lab 
technician and Allan is manager of Bumper to Bump
er. DAVID is a carpenter at Souris, Manitoba. PAM
ELA, Mrs. DARCY WILKINSON resides in 
Brandon. Pamela works in the Bank of Commerce 
and Darcy is attending Assiniboine Community Col
lege. GARY is taking second year engineering at 
University of Manitoba. LORI, Mrs. BOB HOLD
EN is living at Napinka. Bob is track foreman for 
C.P.R. NEIL and ALANNA are still at home. Two 
grandchildren arrived in 1982. Carmen Nicole 
George and Linda Rachel Holden. 

Gannon, Hugh 
by Ellen Wiebe and Dorothy Shillington 

Minden, Ontario was the birthplace of HUGH 
GANNON. His wife ETHEL was born in Napanee, 
Ontario, later living with an aunt in the United States. 
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Hugh Gannon family. L.-R.: Taylor (Hugh), Mrs. Gannon, 
Ellen, Margaret, Allan, Lon, James, Rachel, Mr. Gannon, Dor
othy. Front: Joyce, Charlie. 

They were married and lived near Carbury, North 
Dakota where their four eldest children were born. 

Hugh and Ethel and their family came to Medora 
Manitoba in 1916. In 1923 they moved to Bede and 
farmed on 20-5-26. 

James married Mae Rawlinson and had one son 
Lyle. James died in 1972 in Ontario. 

Dorothy married Wilbert Shillington and lives in 
Melita. Wilbert passed away in 1977. 

Rachel married Bob Rawlinson and had one son 
Donald. Rachel died in Tilston in 1959. 

Margaret was married to Gordon Lau. (separate 
history following this story) 

Allan married Olive Shiels and resides in Cal
gary. (See Allan Gannon history) 

Lon married Edith Talman, a war bride, and had 
three children: Hugh, Carol and Gary. Lon passed 
away in 1972. 

Ellen is married to Peter Wiebe and lives in 
Surrey, B.C. They have three daughters: Ethel, 
Sharon and Donna. 

Hugh Taylor married Marcelle Labreau and lives 
in Surrey, B. c., having two children, Wayne and 
Karen. 

Joyce married Ernest Kinch and lives in Prince 
George. They have two children: Marlene and Ernie. 

Charlie married Cora King and resides at West
bourne, Manitoba. Their children are Debra, Bill 
and Bradley. 

Hugh Gannon passed away in 1945. Ethel passed 
away in 1972. 

I was born Margaret Elizabeth Gannon, in Car
bury, North Dakota, the fourth of ten children of 
Hugh and Ethel Gannon. I came to the Purple Hill 
District as an infant in the fall of 1916 and moved to 
the Bob Livesley farm one mile northeast of Bede 
School in the spring of 1925. 

I married Gordon Lau of Justice, Manitoba 



(nephew of William Lau of Reston) in March, 1940 
and I lived on the Forsyth farm in the Browns Dis
trict, until December 1942 when we came to Van
couver with our two daughters, Ruby and Anne. We 
had three more daughters born in Vancouver, Ethel, 
Roberta and Susan. 

Gordon worked at Western Bridge until his 
death, January 20, 1964. On November 5, 1966 I 
married Rex Morgan of Mafeking, Manitoba who 
came to Bri'tish Columbia in September 1924. He has 
three of a family: Gary, Judy and Scott. 

Ruby Wicklund and daughters, Gaylene and De
sirie, live in New Westminster. Anne and Len 
Quesnel, Debbie and Bradley live at Port Moody. 
Ethel lives at New Minister. Roberta Morgan passed 
away September 10,1978 at the age of33, leaving her 
husband Gary, Karen and Rex, of Langley. Scott is in 
Langley also. Susan Hayton passed away May 16, 
1977 at the age of 24, leaving her husband Gary and 
two year old daughter at Richmond. Judy and Robert 
Grooms, Shawn and Jason are at McCleese Lake, 
British Columbia. Rex and I are retired at Ruth Lake, 
in the Cariboo District in the interior of British Co
lumbia. 

Gannon, Allan 
I was the fifth child born on September 28, 1917 

to Hugh and Ethel Gannon, then living north of 
Medora. That year there was a snowstorm during 
threshing time. 

Our family moved to Bede, Manitoba in 1923, 
where I attended school. My teachers were Eva 
Wight and Irene Baskier. During the summer I 
helped with the farming which was done with horses. 
We had 16 Percheron horses and about 80 Shorthorn 
cattle, also pigs, chickens and turkeys. 

As there was no crop in 1933, I went with my dad 
and brothers James and Lon, taking the stock about 
100 miles to KeHoe, Manitoba. 

The next spring I returned home to help put in the 
crop. Dad helped James at Kelloe, leaving me to 
finish at home. Everything was nice and green when 
the grasshoppers moved in. In a few days the crops 
looked like plowed fields. 

I remember visiting a neighbour, Lou Lenz, 
where the grasshoppers were so thick on the warm 
cement that they could be scooped up with a shovel. 
During the dust storms it was impossible to see Bede 
elevator at a distance of half a mile. 

All our family spent the winter at KeHoe, return
ing to Bede in the spring of 1935. From then on there 
were good crops of grain and hay. 

There were many good times on the farm. House 
parties were enjoyed by all, with the Wilkinsons, Bill 
Rogers and others supplying the music. The get 
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togethers in the fall to kill turkeys, will always be 
remembered. 

In June 1941 I married Olive Shiels who had 
moved from Saskatchewan in 1937. We farmed until 
I joined the army in 1942. I spent two and one half 
years overseas. 

After my return we farmed for two years at 
Medora until I was employed at the Reclamation 
Station north of Melita from 1948-1952. From 1952 
to 1955 I worked for Bob Tweed at Medora. I was 
employed by D. and M. Motors in Deloraine from 
1955 to 1965. We moved to Calgary, Alberta in 1967. 
In 1972 we returned to Medora and I was employed 
by Bob Tweed until 1977 when ill health forced me to 
retire. We sold out in 1980 and returned to Calgary. 

Our two daughters, Janet (see Gordon Patterson 
write-up), and Linda (see Don Watson write-up) live 
here with their families. Our son Douglas lives in 
New Brunswick. 

Gerlock, Dan 
DAN was raised in Nokomis, Saskatchewan and 

worked in Pipestone before coming to Melita in the 
1930's. He married GERMAINE BOY (daughter of 
Alphonse and Louise) on October 23, 1940. 

Don, Germaine, Dan, Shirley and Bill Gerlock. 

Dan worked as a mechanic for Cobb Motors for 
25 years. He passed away January 12, 1974. They had 
two sons and one daughter. Germaine worked as a 
waitress for 35 years. Their son, DONALD, married 
BARBARA TILBURY, daughter of Jim Tilbury of 
Melita on October 7, 1961. Don has worked for over 
25 years with Manitoba Pool Elevators in Winnipeg, 
where he has had many promotions. They have a 
daughter Shelley, and a son, Ted. This family had 
the misfortune of losing Barbara, his wife, on Sep
tember 25, 1981. Another son, BILL, married PAT 
HOLDEN from Napinka on May 19, 1973. Bill was 
butcher for many years in Calgary then decided to go 
into the movie business. He ran the Strand Theatre in 



Melita for a while and then sold out to go back to 
Calgary where he took a sales position with Farr 
International. Later he transferred to Houston, Texas 
to work for Farr Oil Tool, Inc. Bill and Pat are still 
residing in Houston, where they have a son, Jamie, 
and a daughter, Carolyn. Germaine and Daniel's 
daughter, SHIRLEY, married Garth Farr of Alida, 
Saskatchewan on June 30, 1962. Garth and Shirley 
worked hard to stride ahead in the oil patch which has 
brought Garth a position of notable respect, not only 
in Canada, but also in the United States, as Chairman 
of the Board and Chief Executive Officer of the Farr 
Group of companies. Along with the career in the oil 
field, Garth and Shirley have built a very successful 
Arabian Horse ranch known as Farr Arabians. They 
also have 1200 acres of wheat farm not far from the 
Manitoba border. They now reside in Houston, 
Texas, with their four children, Laurie, Susan, 
Brenda, and Danny. 

Gibson, John 
compiled by K. P. (Jackie) Shannon. 
Information obtained from Ona Gibson and 
Emily Nichols 

JOHN GIBSON (June 1, 1849-July 27, 1930) and 
CHARLOTTE (HOLLIDAY) GIBSON (January 28, 
1855-February 26, 1941) were both born on Wolfe 
Island, Ontario. They were married in January 1881 
and the first couple to be married in Wolfe Island 
Christ Church. They had a large home erected on 
Wolfe Island, this home still remains in the family, 
and is now remodelled and used for a guest house for 
a summer resort. They also lived in Napanee, On
tario. In March of 1898, John and his oldest son 
Charles came west to the Elva district, in June of the 

Charlotte (Halliday) Gibson, John Gibson. 
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same year Charlotte and the remaining seven chi 1-
drenjoined them and settled on east of14-3-28, their 
home being on the S.E. quarter. 

They were both members of the Anglican Church 
and sincere community workers. Charlotte was an 
Honorary President and one of the first members of 
the Anglican Church Women's Auxiliary. They 
farmed until John's death in 1930. Charlotte con
tinued to live on the farm with her son Jack, his wife 
May and daughter Fern until 1934, when their home 
burned. Later that same year she broke her hip and 
went to live with her daughter, Eliza, Mrs. William 
Shannon, until her death in 1941. 

John and Charlotte had a family of eight: 
CHARLES (Charlie), BESSIE, CHARLOTTE 
(Lotta), JACK, ELIZA (Lila), LEON, ORION 
(Orie), and WALLACE (Wally). 

L·R.: Lyla, Lottie, Wallace, Gramma, Jack, Bessie, Charlie, 
Leon, Orie Gibson. 

Charlie (December 29, 1881-January 10, 1947), 
was born in Selby, Ontario. As a young lad, he 
continued further west to Alberta. On February 1, 
1910, he filed for a homestead in the Bessano area. 
He married Ethel Sophia McRoberts that same year. 
They had four children: Darrel, Bob, Stanley and 
Jean. Later, the whole family moved to Flint, Michi
gan where the children and their families now reside. 

Bessie (March 24, 1884 August 26, 1979) see 
James Nelson Shannon write-up. 

Lotta was born on Wolfe Island, June 23, 1886. 
She attended Elva School. She married John William 
Wilson on June 12, 1912 at Elva. They farmed 14 
miles north of Estevan, then operated the store and 
Post Office at Kingsford for eight years. During the 
drought in the 30's they came down and brought 
cattle to Elva and stayed in a large home north of Elva 
on 36-3-28 for a couple of years with two other 
families from Estevan. They retired to Estevan in 
1947. Even though John and Lotta had no children of 



their own, their home seemed to be a gathering place 
for people of all ages. George Simpson, as a young 
lad, lived with them for many years. John a very fine 
gentleman passed away March 4, 1971. Lotta, an 
equally fine lady, resides at Creighton Lodge in Es
tevan. 

Fern, May, Jack, Glen Gibson (1943). 

Jack was born on Wolfe Island April 2, 1889. He 
attended Elva School. He was a member of the An
glican Church and served as a school trustee for some 
years. Jack enjoyed fishing, and was a dedicated 
friend, neighbour and community worker. On March 
28, 1928 he married MAY GERTRUDE BAS
TEDO in Estevan. May was born in Torrace, Ontario 
on May 24, 1907 and came west with her parents to 
the Estevan area in 1912. Jack took over the farming 
on the home farm when his father was unable to do 
the work. Their home was burned in 1934, so they 
lived in a house a short distance away until it was 
possible to purchase a house and move it to their 
home site. Jack passed away June 22, 1949. They had 
two children: Fern and Glen. Fern Margaret born 
April 15, 1930. She married Dick Karset at White
horse. They had one son, jeffrey Glenn. Fern passed 
away February 1964. Dick and Jeff have a tailor shop 
in Port Moody, British Columbia. Glenn Maurice 
born April 17 , 1943, was only six years old when his 
father passed away, so he and his mother moved to 
Winnipeg, where May could obtain work. He started 
school in Winnipeg, and later attended school in the 
Estevan area. He worked and stayed with a cousin in 
Estevan who did carpentry work, this seemed to be 
the field where Glenn excelled. He is now foreman of 
a carpentry crew, employed by the Provincial Gov
ernment, Department of Government Services and is 
responsible for the work crew that does renovations 
in the Legislative Buildings in Regina. Glenn mar
ried Marie Katherine Hoffman on December 19, 
1964 in Regina. Marie is now employed by the 
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Provincial Government, Department of Consumer 
and Commercial Affairs. They have two children, 
Glenda Marie born May 31,1967 and Andrea Dawn 
born October 6, 1972. Upon leaving Elva in 1949, 
May lived in various places: Winnipeg, Estevan, 
Whitehorse, Vancouver, and Regina. She had many 
friends and could communicate so easily with the 
younger generation. She retired in Regina and passed 
away there on November 19, 1979. 

Lila (March 10, 1890 - July 19, 1982) see 
William H. Shannon write-up. 

Leon (March 18, 1894 - February 4, 1958) see 
separate history. 

Orie (March 13, 1896-December 21,1965) was 
born in Napanee and attended Elva School. He went 
to Estevan in 1914. Orie served in World War I from 
1916-1918. On October 30, 1919 he married Lillian 
Louise (Lily) Chamney at Estevan. They lived in the 
Albany district and then moved to the Kingsford 
district where they farmed until his death. Orie and 
Lily were very dedicated to their farming, family, 
friends, and community in which they lived. In the 
drought of the 30's they also came with cattle and 
lived north of Elva for a couple of years. They had a 
family of four: Jack, Norman, Eileen and Lois. 
Daughter Eileen and son Norman both are deceased. 
Norman's wife and family reside in the Estevan area. 
Son Jack and his wife live at Red Deer, and daughter 
Lois lives at Oxbow. Jack and Lois both have grown
up families. Lily lives in an apartment in Oxbow. 

Wally (July 18, 1897-November 15, 1981) was 
born in Napanee, Ontario and came to Elva as an 
infant. He obtained his education at Elva. On January 
1, 1930 he married Susan D' Arcey, a school teacher. 
They farmed at Estevan. In 1934, they moved to 
Fordwich, Ontario and farmed on the fourth con
cession of Howick township and retired to the village 
of Fordwich in 1963. On December 30, 1979 they 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary at an open 
house held in Fordwich Community Hall. They had a 
family of two sons: Harold and Garfield, both mar
ried with families and both farm in the Fordwich 
area. Wally and Susan were both members of the 
United Church and Susan was a member of the 
United Church Women. They were very active in 
community work as are their sons and families now. 
Susan now resides at the Fordwich Nursing Home. 

Gibson, Leon 
by Mrs. Ian Gibson 

LEON HENRY was the fifth child born to 
Charlotte and John Gibson. They moved from 
Napanee, Ontario to Elva in 1898 and established a 
farm a mile and a half west of Elva. As an adult Leon 
moved to Kingsford, Saskatchewan where he mar-



ried RUBY BASTEDO. They fanned in the Kings
ford area until his death in 1958. Ruby then moved to 
Estevan at that time and resided there until her death 
in 1963. 

Leon, Ruby and family because of the depression 
returned to the Elva district in the summer of 1937 
and stayed until the spring of 1938. They had four 
children, Lottie, Ian, Leon Jr. and Gerald. 

Lottie married Tom Davidson and they farmed in 
the Lampman area. They also ran the Massey Harris 
business for a number of years. Tom died in 1975. 
Lottie moved to Estevan and in 1980 married Rusty 
Duce. 

Ian served in the Air Force for a couple of years. 
He married Ruth Engelstad. They owned and oper
ated the Kingsford store for seven years. During this 
time he farmed with his father Leon and eventually 
bought the family farm. In 1953 they moved to Es
tevan where he established a small carpentry con
struction company. Ruth and Ian had three children, 
Cheryl, Darwin, and Lorie and now have four 
grandchildren. 

Leon Jr. left the Kingsford area in 1947. He went 
to Regina and apprenticed to become a Journeyman 
Printing Pressman. He has worked for the past 26 
years at Commercial Printers Regina. He married 
Reta Wilson and were blessed with four children, 
Ernest, Lunette, Heather and Stacy. They have five 
grandchildren. 

Gerald married Doreen Olson. He worked for a 
number of years with the oil wells in Saskatchewan 
and Alberta. In 1963 they moved to Slave Lake where 
he has continued to work in the oil industry. They had 
four sons, Moraye, Leslie, Colin and Bruce. Leslie 
was deceased in 1979. They have three grand
children. 

Gibson, Samuel 
SAMUEL KEMP GIBSON was born in Guelph, 

Ontario on October 24, 1882. He became an iron 
moulder by trade and followed this vocation in his 
native province and in the United States before com
ing to Manitoba with a harvest excursion in 1909. 
Here he was employed by Duncan McArthur and 
other farmers, then started farming southwest of 
Waskada on NW 5-1-26 with his brother Harry. In 
1912 Sam took settlers effects and commenced farm
ing near Landa, North Dakota. 

When war broke out in 1914 he returned to Cana
da and enlisted for overseas service with the Cana
dian Infantry in 222 Battalion. After training at 
Camp Hughes, Sam went overseas in the spring of 
1915. With the 44 Battalion he saw action in many 
battles including Ypres, Somme and Vimy Ridge, 
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Sam and Lucy Gibson family (1953). Back: Fred, Annie, Verna, 
Harry. Front: Lloyd, Lucy, Sam, Jessie. 

and was awarded the Military Medal and Bar and 
twice was mentioned in dispatches. 

Sam returned to Canada in 1919 and the next year 
started farming southwest of Waskada on SE 9-1-26 
in the Arthur district. 

On December 7, 1921 he married LUCY MAE 
MADDESS, daughter of Sarah and William Mad
dess of Whitewater. They had six children: ANNIE, 
FRED, VERNA, HARRY, JESSIE and LLOYD. 
Sam and Lucy retired to Minnedosa in 1953. Sam 
passed away at Deer Lodge Hospital, Winnipeg in 
1959. Lucy passed away at Minnedosa Hospital in 
1975. They are both laid to rest in Waskada Ceme
tery. 

Annie Elizabeth was born in December 1923 and 
received her education at Arthur School. She worked 
on the farm at Jim Spence's north of Waskada and at 
John Kilfoyle's Lyleton then returned home to care 
for her mother who had suffered a stroke. 

In 1950 she married Eric Schmidt and they re
sided on a farm near Kitchener, Ontario. In 1951 their 
four month old son Harry William passed away after 
a short illness. Eric was accidently killed in a traffic 
accident in the fall of 1952 and Annie and her son 
David returned to Manitoba. She married John Gre
gorash in April 1954. They live at Onanole and have 
employment at Riding Mountain National Park. An
nie and John have two daughters; Patsy who has two 
children, Lisa and Allen; Kathy married Joe Surovy 
and they have one son David. 

Vema Hope was born on December 1,1927. She 
received her education at Arthur, Lyleton and 
Waskada Schools and following her completion of 
high school was employed as a teacher at Mimosa 
School. While there she boarded with Bill and Au
gusta Vanderhave; the school closed the next year 
because of lack of pupils. Later she taught at Waterloo 
School and boarded with Jack and Ruth Meggison. 

On December 30, 1950 Verna married Alex 



Abel, a farmer from the Minnedosa area. They have 
four children: Lloyd Alexander the eldest left school 
at sixteen and apprenticed as a plumber and is now a 
plumbing and heating contractor in Winnipeg. Lloyd 
married Dorothy Betteridge and they have four chil
dren: Marly, Klint, Kerrie and Brad. Murray 
Thomas Abel works at Mohawk Industries in the 
winter and farms in the Minnedosa area. He married 
Debra Grant in 1979. Barry Keith Abel completed a 
business education course at Red River College and 
is now a manager in the data centre with the Bank of 
Commerce, Winnipeg. He married Anne Elias in 
1981, they have one son Keith. Margaret Lucille 
Abel was employed as a secretary at Brandon Cor
rectional Institute and at Minnedosa Hospital. In 
1978 she married Clayton Wareham of the Cadurus 
District where they live and farm. They have one 
daughter, Colleen. 

I, Jessie Margaret Lucille born on May 13, 1931, 
attended Arthur School. I still shiver when I think of 
those cold walks in winter, that mile and three quar
ters to school. I was fortunate to have the opportunity 
to attend high school in Waskada. My sister Vema 
and I boarded with our Aunt Annie Brown for the last 
couple of years. There are many fond memories of 
my early years in Arthur School. The school house 
had only one classroom and Grades I-IX attended 
there. I am certain by today's standards it would be 
considered inadequate but looking back it was a 
warm friendly and sheltered place to start off life. 
There was a distinct comradeship amongst the school 
children with the older ones being very protective of 
the young students. The Christmas concerts, field 
days, etc. were the high lights of the school years. 

After finishing high school I started work in the 
Royal Bank in Waskada and in 1950 I transferred to 
the Melita Branch. I left Melita in 1952 to seek 
employment in the Co-op store in Minnedosa leaving 
in 1954 to enter nurses training at the Winnipeg 
General graduating in 1957. Thay same year I mar
ried Norst Nelle of Bremerhaven, Germany and we 
have a son Michael who now resides near us in 
Vancouver. 

I have enjoyed my variety of careers and made 
many lasting friendships. We still enjoy our visits to 
the district although some of the old friends and 
relatives have since died or moved away. 

Gibson, Frederick Samuel 
FRED was born June 20, 1925. He was educated 

at Arthur School, then took up farming with his 
father. 

On April 6, 1949 he married SOLVEIG AS
MUNDSON, daughter of Asmundur and Kristbjorg 
Asmundson of Westbourne, Manitoba. They farmed 
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on the former Arthur Cain farm, S.E. 10-1-26 until 
1974 and now reside at Elva, Manitoba. Fred works 
with the Manitoba Highways and Solveig works at 
the Personal Care home in Melita as an L.P.N. 

Theirfamily Cheryl Christine, born in 1950, 
took teachers' training and married John Hofer in 
1970. They have two children, Anita and Lon and 
they now reside in Calgary. Kathryn Lucille was 
born in 1951. She took a secretarial course in Win
nipeg and married Bruce Campbell in 1971. They 
have three children, Jamie, Leslie, and Robyn and 
reside in Winnipeg. Kenneth Forbes was born in 
1953. He married Debbie Halliday in 1981 and they 
live in Calgary. Carolyn Dianne was born in 1955. 
She lives in Calgary and works with an oil company 
as an industrial chartered accountant. Charlene Joy 
was born in 1956. She married Bobby Chew in 1975. 
They have two children, Carman and Calvin and 
they reside in Calgary. Lorraine Suzanne was born 
in 1960. She married Wade Goulden in 1978. They 
have two children, Dallas andDixi Sue and they live 
in Ingomar, Nova Scotia. Samuel Kelly was born in 
1962. He married Valerie Higgins in 1982. They live 
in Melita. They have a son, Terrance Jamie and 
twins Angela Dawn and Michael Jeremy were born 
in 1983, (Angela Dawn lived only a few days). lana 
Michelle was born in 1969. She lives at home in Elva 
and is taking Grade VIII at Melita School. 

Gibson, Harry Hilliman Kemp 
HARRY was born on May 26, 1929. He received 

his education at Arthur and Waskada schools and 
later worked on the farm with his father. 

On December 6, 1952 he married MARGARET 
CROSSMAN, daughter of George and Mary Cross
man, of Pierson. Prior to her marriage Margaret was 
employed at the Royal Bank, Melita and boarded 
with Gordon and Jessie Hoover. 

Harry and Margaret live and farm on the Gibson 
home farm SE 9-1-26, south west ofWaskada. Harry 
is a member of the board of Dalny Pool Elevators and 
served as a delegate for many years. Margaret be
longs to the Jolly Neighbors, a ladies' club which 
looks after the needs of the former Arthur and Verona 
School districts. 

Harry and Margaret have three sons who all went 
by bus to Waskada Consolidated School for their 
education. Terrance Harry was born January 9, 
1954. He received B. A. degree in Anthropology 
from Brandon University in 1975 and M. A. degree 
from the University of Alberta in 1982. Terry is 
currently undertaking Ph.D. studies at the University 
of Alberta and pursuing Archeological research in 
Western Canada. Kim Dennis was born on Decem
ber 18, 1958. He lives in Winnipeg where he is 



employed as a journeyman electrician. Owen Lloyd 
was born on January 9, 1964. He lives at home and 
works in the oil field near Waskada. 

Gibson, Lloyd Raymond 
by Lloyd Gibson 

I, LLOYD RAYMOND was born in Deloraine 
on April 27, 1935 at the home of my aunt, Mrs. W. 
Embleton. I have lived in the Waskada District all my 
life with the exception of five years when my wife 
and family and I lived in Coulter. I attended school at 
Arthur and Waskada schools and completed Grade 
XII in 1953. 

Helga and I were married in Gray St. United 
Church in Winnipeg on December 16,1955. She was 
formerly HELGA ASMUNDSON of Westboume 
Manitoba, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. A. Asmundson 
and the eighth child in a family of 12 children. She 
was educated at Westboume, taught school one year 
at Oakland, and took a secretarial course, typing and 
shorthand at Manitoba Technical Institute. 

We have farmed in the Waskada area since 1953 
and also rented the John Sharpe farm, section 
19-2-27 from 1963 to 1974. In 1972 we moved to 
Coulter having purchased the home on W. Bennett, 
where we lived until 1977. 

In 1976 we purchased by brother Fred's farm, on 
SE 10-1-26, the Arthur Cain homestead, and we 
moved there on March 4, 1977, where we presently 
reside. We raise grain, cattle and registered Canadian 
Rustic ponies. 

We have six children. Marilyn Rose, born in 
1956 married Richard Hardy of Deloraine and they 
have three children, Rhett Wade, Elliot Russell, and 
Meredith Lynn. Nancy Lucille, born in 1959 lives in 
Vancouver, B.C. where she is employed by the Brit
ish Columbia Environmental Laboratory. Deanna 
Laureen, born in 1963 has completed first year 
Chemical Technology at Red River Community Col
lege. Darin Harrison, born in 1967 is attending 
Waskada school and is in Grade X. Aubrey Kurtis, 
born in 1969 is attending Waskada school and is in 
Grade VIII. Arleigh Thomas, was born in 1972 is 
attending Waskada school and is in Grade VI. 

Gillander, David 
DAVID GILLANDER, son of James and Mary 

(Johnson) Gillander, was born October 14,1870 near 
Leeds, Quebec. While still a young man he came 
west and homesteaded on 25-3-28 in the early 1890's. 
In 1896 he purchased the farm at Elva, 18-3-27 from a 
1. Skelton. 

The original home was replaced in 1903 with a 
fine modem two-story home and through the years 
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Mr. and Mrs. Dave Gillander Sr. 

he acquired more land, including one section alone 
(Phair Place) for pasture. 

He was one of the original elders of the Pres
byterian Church when it was built in 1909, an active 
member on the school board, and a member of the 
Lo.O.F. Lodge. 

Several neighbors depended on him to do their 
threshing as he operated a large steam outfit. Later he 
was well known in this area as a cattle buyer and 
shipper. 

His marriage to CATHERINE McRAE took 
place November 23, 1896. He was active until the 
last, his health failed rapidly and he died September 
10, 1936. 

Margaret Algar (Catherine McRae's mother) was 
better known as Widow McRae. Her parents came 
from England to Raxborough County, Ontario. She 
married Farquhar McRae and they lived in Maxville, 
Glengarry County, Ontario. Farquhar died in 1884 
while in Church to hear Dr. Charles Gordon (Ralph 
Connor) preach. In 1888 Widow McRae, with her 
large family came west by train as far as Deloraine, 
then in wagon, democrat and buggy to their home
stead on 28-3-28. They had brought settlers' effects 
with them, including lumber for a house, some ma
chinery, stock, and a good supply of food; barrels of 
salt pork, maple syrup, honey, preserves etc. 

Widow McRae was often called upon in times of 
sickness, in fact, Dr. Rogers recommended her, say
ing she knew more about babies than he did. 

Catherine, the fourth youngest child was 13 years 
old when they came to Manitoba. Born February 7, 
1875 and died December 8, 1851. Mr. Mattice, a 



Sunday School teacher, when the lesson was on the 
Good Samaritan, referred to her as a living example 
of one, for her work during the 1919 flu epidemic. 

She married David Gillander. To this union were 
born eight children, namely, GERTRUDE, 
JAMES, MARY EDNA, MARGARET ELIZA
BETH, JOHN FARQUHAR, CATHERINE, 
DAVID STUART and EMMA DOROTHY. 

Gertrude, born December 27, 1897 married 
James Wood in 1920. They had one daughter, Ina 
Marjorie who served overseas in the woman's divi
sion of the R.C.A.F. until the end of the war. She died 
quite suddenly of polio in 1946. James died in 1954 
and Gertrude married Francis Wood on October 22, 
1961. He died in October of 1981 and Gertrude is still 
residing in Kelowna, B.C. 

Mary Edna, born June 22, 1901, died in 1959. 
She received her education in Elva and Melita and 
normal training in Brandon and Winnipeg. While 
still in Elva she took piano lessons from a Mr. Ball 
who came from Pierson by horse and buggy. She 
married James A. Nicol of Brandon on November 19, 
1927. Their three sons, John Douglas, James Ed
ward, and David still reside in Brandon, while a 
daughter, Kathlyn (Mrs. Jack Millions) lives at 
Waskada. 

Margaret Elizabeth, born March 19, 1903 was 
educated in Elva and Melita and normal training in 
Manitou. Her marriage to CAVEN M. McRAE took 
place December 12, 1925. Caven died in April 1979. 
They had five children, David Munro, now in Es
tevan, Doreen (Lee), Murray A. of Pierson and 
Caven C. (Bud) of Phoenix, Arizona. One son, 
William died in 1942 at the age of six years. 

John Farquhar was born January 15, 1905 and 
died November 26, 1918, a victim of the first flu 
epidemic. 

Catherine was born December 8, 1906. She re
ceived her education in Elva and Melita and took 
normal training in Brandon. She married ARNOLD 
EDWIN SNYDER on December 8, 1934. (See the 
Arnold Snyder story) 

Emma Dorothy, was born October 16, 1910. She 
married Fred Smallshaw of Estevan on August 3, 
1932. They had two sons, Gary Gillander, now in 
Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan and David Frederick of 
Kelowna. They retired to Kelowna in 1954 and Fred 
died in July 1975. Emma still resides in Kelowna, 
British Columbia. 

Gillander, James (Jim) Sr. 
JAMES, born January 23, 1900, died February 

1981. He received his education in Elva and farmed 
with his father until his marriage to ELIZABETH 
REID in December 1924. 
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They resided on their farm, near Elva, and later 
moved to a house in Elva. Liz took an active part in 
the church and women's groups there. Jim and Liz 
had four children, Joyce Reid (Mrs. G. Mackie), 
James David, John Gaylord, and Charles Robert. 
(separate histories) 

Elizabeth died in 1949 and James married Anne 
Jones of Pembroke, Ontario in 1951. Anne still makes 
her home in Elva. 

Gillander, James David Jr. 
James David Gillander, the eldest son of James 

and Elizabeth Gillander of Elva was married in 1950 
to Nadine Viola Wilkinson, youngest daughter of 
Allen and Mary Wilkinson of Be de. The couple lived 
on the family farm at Elva until January 1955 when 
they moved to what had been the R. M. Graham farm 
west of Melita. At the time of their residence, there 
still remained traces of what had once been a log 
building. This was later torn down and the log used as 
a bridge over Graham Creek. Also still standing was 
a building near the creek, used at one time as a 
slaughter house. 

There were five children born to this couple: 
Deborah, married with two children, Andrew and 
Carmen; Kathie, widowed with one child Brie; 
Reid, David and Timothy. 

James was deceased in 1970, his widow still 
resides on the family farm. 

Giliander, John Gaylord 
John Gaylord "Gay", was born June 2, 1932, 

third child of Elizabeth and James Gillander of Elva. 
Gaylord farmed at Elva and married Shirley Joyce 
Innes of Elva on November 6, 1953. 

Their children, Gary Innes was born June 8, 
1954 in Gainsborough, Saskatchewan and is now 
farming and residing at Elva. John Bruce was born 
March 2, 1958 at Indian Head, Saskatchewan and 
was deceased July 21, 1975 at his home at Elva. 
Robert Gay was born May 23, 1963 at Gains
borough, Saskatchewan and is now farming and re
siding at Elva. 

A note of interest: James Gillander attended the 
two storey school, also his son Gaylord, and his son 
Gary (Three Generations). 

Gillander, Charles Robert (Bob) 
Robert was the fourth child born to James and 

Elizabeth Gillander of Elva. Bob became a journey
man electrician after apprenticing with Russells' 
Electric in Melita. 

He married the former Evelyn Basiuk of Parker
view, Saskatchewan in December of 1957, when Eve
lyn was teaching at Browns School. 



Bob and Evelyn had three children: Heather, 
born in Dauphin on July 15, 1960, Blaine, born in 
Dauphin on January 2, 1965, and Jami, born in 
Brandon on September 8, 1975. They are presently 
residing in Brandon. Heather, who has just graduated 
from the University of Manitoba with a Bachelor of 
Commerce degree, is articling with an accounting 
finn in Winnipeg beginning August 1, 1982. 

Gillander, David Stuart 
DAVID was born on July 23, 1909. He farmed 

the home farm continuing in the cattle shipping busi
ness as well until he was accepted in the air force. 

He took his training at Calgary, Paulson and 
Halifax before going overseas as a Wireless Air Gun
ner. He was Warrant Officer No.2 when the plane he 
was in was shot down over England. He is buried in 
Brookwood Cemetery, Surrey, England. 

His marriage to MYRTLE RIDDELL of Pier
son took place November 28, 1940. Their son, 
Gerald lives in Regina and daughter, Gwen Bars
ness in Pierson. 

Gilson, Grenville 
Although GRENVILLE never resided in Melita, 

he spent seven years in and around the area building 
roads etc. in the Municipality of Arthur from 1957 to 
1964. Some of the men who worked with him were 
Harvey Jellis, Arthur Moore and Bill Tilbury, all 
from this area. 

"Gilson Construction" north of Melita. 

Grenville was born in Deloraine in 1922 and 
served overseas in Europe in the years 1942 to 1946. 
In 1945 he married BETTY KNIGHT of Leicester, 
England. They took up farming west of Deloraine 
after the war. WAYNE was born in 1947, GREG in 
1951, NEIL in 1953 and SANDRA in 1956. Gren
ville passed away at the early age of 43 in September 
1965. 

Betty married HAROLD INNES in 1972. Harold 
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is the son of Gordon and Muriel (Miller) Innes of 
Deloraine. Harold became an employee of the De
partment of Highways in Deloraine in 1966. In 1971 
he was transferred to Melita. Harold and Betty have 
made their home in Melita since November 1973. 

Godfrey, Walter 
WALTER and IRENE, former residents of a farm 

in the Purple Hill District south east of Napinka, took 
up residence in Melita on Centre Street on November 
12, 1981. 

Prior to moving to Melita, Irene had spent all her 
life on this farm which was once owned by her father 
and mother, Vern and Lottie Tufts. Irene can remem
ber the time when they made two trips to Melita each 
summer by horse and buggy - one to the dentist and 
one for field day. 

Walter immigrated to Canada from England with 
his parents in 1923. They resided at Woodnorth and 
in the Lauder-Medora area. Walter worked on the 
Vern Tuffs farm and later purchased this farm on 
10-4-25 from the four Tufts sisters in 1943. 

Walter and Irene were married in 1940 and from 
this marriage they were blessed with two children, 
ARTHUR and JOAN. 

Arthur married a physiotherapist, IONA 
FRASER of Melita in 1967. They now reside at 
Selkirk, Manitoba where Art is a District Manager 
for Manitoba Pool Elevators. They have three chil
dren Shauna, Michael and Kim. Art received his 
Grade XII education at Melita. 

Joan also received her Grade X and Grade XII 
education at Melita. She taught school at Pipestone 
where she met her future husband Ronald Gloor. 
They were married in 1968 and now reside in Bran
don where Ron is a plumber with the Department of 
National Defence at Shilo, Manitoba. They have two 
children, Barton and Crystal. 

Gould, Alfred 
ALFRED GOULD, one of the first pioneers to 

the Sourisford, Coulter area was born at Plattsville, 
Ontario in 1856. He and his neighbor David Elliot 
journeyed west and arrived at Sourisford in May 
1880. There they decided to homestead. Early photo
graphs show they had a meagre beginning, living in 
tents until a log cabin could be constructed. 

When the log building was constructed, another 
building was also constructed to the west at the 
foothills. This other building became the centre for 
considerable activity over the next six years, as it 
became a trading centre or general store for both 
Indians and new homesteaders. Alfred Gould played 
an important part in both the store and the communi-



ty as evidenced by the fonnation of a Pioneer's Asso
ciation in 1889. He served as its first president. 

Alfred Gould in the period between 1880-1887 
managed to homestead at Sourisford in location of 
the log house on the north bank of Antler Creek 
which was located on N.W. 22-2-27. 

Alfred and Rae Gould in 1889 took up residence 
in Pierson purchasing the first lot in that town. They 
operated a general store under the name of "Gould 
and Elliot", buying and shipping grain in anticipa
tion of the railway line. Alf continued here in busi
ness until 1902 when they came back to Sourisford 
area. 

At this time they constructed the stone house 
from fieldstone and mortar. This house was located at 
the fork of the Souris River and Antler Creek. 

Following the establishment of a railroad to Coul
ter, Alfred Gould built and operated a store there. He 
had sold out to Billie Burk and during this ownership 
the store, including the first post office burned down. 

Almost immediately following the fire, Alf 
Gould replaced a new building just east of the present 
store in Coulter. The present store was built in ap
proximately 1914 and finished in cement veneer by 
Gordon Elliot and Jim Jellis in 1915. This is now 
operated by the Howard Minne family. Alfred Gould 
died suddenly in 1923. 

Prior to the 1967 celebration of the Centennial of 
Canada, Alfred Gould's son Nonnan donated the 
stone house and approximately nine acres of land to 
the R.M. of Arthur, to be incorporated into the Pi
oneer Picnic grounds now known as Coulter Park. 

A bronze plaque is attached to the house with the 
following inscription: "This park property is a gift to 
the R.M. of Arthur, to be used in perpetuity as a 
public park only. It is given in memory of Alfred 
Gould, David Elliot and John B. Elliot and their 
families, "pioneers of this area." 

Unfortunately Nonnan Gould did not live to see 
this generous gift officially unveiled and presented at 
the Centennial celebration. Nonnan's widow Mar
garet unveiled the blOnze plaque and Dale, Nonnan's 
second son presented the deed to the R.M. of Arthur, 
which was accepted on behalf of the municipality by 
councillor John McRae. 

Alfred Gould married RACHEL SNYDER in 
1886, in a ceremony witnessed by his fellow pioneer 
David Elliot. They had one son NORMAN born 
1905 whose history appears later. 

Shortly after Alfred and Rachel were married, an 
incident occurred which must have provided some 
anxiety for the new bride. Apparently the Chief of 
the local Indian band arrived at the stone house 
accompanied by his daughter, to do some trading. 
Not fully understanding what the Chief was saying, 
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Alfred inadvertantly bought himself a Princess. The 
Chief thought he had a bargain and poor Alfred had a 
hard time getting out of the deal, especially with a 
new bride looking on. 

Throughout his life Alfred Gould took an active 
part in the business and public life of the community. 
He continued to take an active part in the Pioneer 
Association and served on the R.M. of Arthur coun
cil from 1900 to 1910, and also was interested in 
School Board affairs and served as Sourisford's first 
postmaster, also Coulter's first postmaster when that 
office was established. 
Editor's comments: 

A few corrections have been made to the Alf 
Gould history submitted for "Sourisford and Area 
from 1879" book. Our thanks to Gordon Elliot for 
these corrections. 

Gould, Norman 
NORMAN GOULD, son of Alfred and Rachel 

Gould, was born in 1905 and his early years were 
spent at the stone house at the junction of the Souris 
River and the South Antler Creek. He first attended 
school at the Peninsula school riding a black pony to 
school. He later attended Coulter school. 

One of his favorite pastimes as a small boy was 
fishing in the Souris River at the forks about five 
hundred feet from his home. In those days fishing 
was excellent and he reported that he caught beauties. 
When the new store was built at Coulter the family 
moved to Coulter. It was about this time that Captain 
Large's boat the Empress of Ireland was launched 
near Coulter. This famous boat was later transferred 
to the Assiniboine near Brandon and renamed the 
Assiniboine Princess. Some time after his father's 
death Nonnan and his mother purchased a farm on 
the outskirts of Coulter, later owned by Wallace 
Downey and now operated by his son-in-law Stewart 
Miller. 

It was in 1931 that a pretty school teacher MAR· 
GARET OTTO came to Coulter via Kalida from 
Stockton, Manitoba. She successfully enraptured 
Nonnan and they were married in 1932. Coinciden
tally Margaret's sister Hertha Otto married Francis 
Downey shortly after, also of the Coulter area. Nor
man and Margaret and Nonnan's mother Rachel con
tinued to live in the small farm house at the edge of 
Coulter for several years. The house was cold and 
drafty and had green asphalt roofing material for 
siding and a wood stove for heat. Nonnan's children 
recall the smokey coal oil lamps and the windmill 
generator which on windy days would provide 
through batteries about four hours of very dim light. 

The barn had been converted to a machine shop 
wherein all types of forges, grinders and a lathe were 



installed, driven by a multitude of belts, all powered 
by a noisy one banger stationary engine. 

Three of Norman and Margaret's children were 
born in this farm house. Norma, Dean and Dale. 
They recall exciting gatherings all accented by the 
coal oil lamps and the horse drawn sleighs. They say 
they didn't realize that they were in the midst of the 
dirty thirties and what their mother and father had to 
do to provide them with sufficient food. Apparently 
jackrabbits were often on the menu those days and 
substitutes for tea and coffee from scorched grain. 

Eventually things got better and in 1942 the fam
ily moved to Melita where Norman worked for sev
eral years for Mr. James Robertson as a carpenter. 
Later he worked at the Airforce Base at Neepawa and 
at Prince Rupert for six months as a pile driver 
inspector on the wharf. During this time three more 
children were born: Laura, Lorraine and Bob. 

Following a nail injury to his foot and a fall, 
Norman quit the carpentry business and bought a 
jewellery business in Melita owned by Mr. L. S. 
Arnold. This meant learning an entirely new trade 
and the running of a jewellery store. Later Norman 
converted the jewellery shop to a ladies' shop which 
is still being operated as such under different owners. 

While living in Melita, Norman and Margaret 
were deeply involved in community activities. They 
took part in administration of the Victoria United 
Church and sang in the choir. They were also very 
active in the Masonic and Eastern Star Lodges. Mar
garet was a charter member of the Melita Easter Star 
Lodge and was also active in the Rebekah Lodge. 
Norman sang in a quartet composed of Claire Cor
nish, Bill Oliphant, Norman Walker and Norman. 
This was a popular quartet and they did a lot of 
singing in the Melita area. Norman's mother, Rachel 
continued to live in Coulter until 1945 when she 
moved into a small house on Oak Street across the 
street from Norman's house. She died in 1947 at the 
age of 82 years. 

In 1953, Norman and Margaret moved to Win
nipeg where they developed a large circle of friends, 
many with Melita ties. Their home on Bruce Street 
served as a stopping place for many Melita friends 
until their deaths. Norman died in 1967 and Margaret 
in 1972. 

To continue their efforts are the six children, 
Norma Oliva of Calgary, Dean, Dale, Laura, Lor
raine and Bob of Winnipeg, plus eleven grand
children. 

Gould, Allan 
by Shirley Gould 

ALLAN GOULD, third son of Samuel and 
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Gertrude Gould was born on August 18, 1920 at the 
farm in Albert Municipality, NE 22-5-26. 

Allan received his schooling at Bernice School 
#547 except for a few years when his family lived in 
New Westminster, British Columbia. 

In 1941 he joined the R.C.A.F. and served in 
Canada until 1946 when he returned to farm with his 
dad. 

In 1948, following the marriage to SHIRLEY 
AILEAN BRIGDEN of Napinka, he took over the 
home farm and farmed there until his death on June 
25, 1980 at Edmonton, Alberta. 

Allan and Shirley raised a family of three daugh
ters. JO ANNE, Mrs. Trevor Mitchell born on Janu
ary 23, 1950 and lives in Estevan, Saskatchewan. 
NANCY LEE, Mrs. Dennis Zukowsky was born on 
August 6, 1954. She is employed by Great Western 
Garment Co. and lives in Edmonton, Alberta. SAN
DRA KAY was born on July 21, 1960 and is a 
hairdresser in Brandon. 

Grandchildren, Misty Dawn born November 
1969, Bruce Allan born November 1971 and Kath
leen Roxanne born June 1975, (Mitchell) have been 
a source of enjoyment to their grandparents. 

Allan was an ardent sportsman and enjoyed hunt
ing and fishing. His collection of arrowheads at
tributes to the many hours he spent outdoors 
pursuing this hobby. He also had a fine collection of 
guns which along with the arrowheads are treasures 
valued by his family. 

Gould, Hayward 
HAYWARD GOULD was the eldest son of 

William and Nettie Gould (Wilkinson), pioneers of 
the Bernice district. 

On June 14, 1962, Hayward married FLO
RENCE WHITCHER of Reston, Manitoba, the only 
daughter of the late Jesse and Daisy Whitcher. 

Hayward and Florence lived on their home farm 
23-5-26 at Bernice, Manitoba until they retired to 
Melita in October 1969. 

Hayward passed away on March 5, 1975 from a 
severe heart attack, while on a winter vacation in 
Harlingen, Texas. His widow still lives in Melita. 

Gould, William 
WILLIAM (BILL) GOULD, only son of William 

T. and Mabel Gould, of the Bernice district was born 
March 13,1913 on N.E. 10-5-26. He moved with his 
parents at 10 years of age to the John Robert Gould 
homestead of 1882. (14-5-26) Bill took his education 
in the Bernice School and worked on the farm until 
he gradually took over the operation. His parents 
moved to Napinka when Bill married MURIEL 



IRENE CREWS, October 30,1944. 
Bill and Muriel farmed on 14-5-26 until Septem

ber 1, 1970 when they moved to 103 Oak Street in 
Melita. Their only son ARTHUR WILLIAM born 
September 21, 1948, and his wife ORMA DIANE 
(former Diane Burrill of Tilston) born June 22, 1954, 
live on the farm. They have two children, Phillip 
Allan, born December 24,1970 and Pamela Mary 
born February 2, 1972. 

Greaves, George Frederick 
by W. Greaves 

Mr. and Mrs. G. F. Greaves and their family of six 
sons and one daughter came to Canada from England 
in 1882. 

GEORGE FREDERICK GREAVES was born in 
Preston, Lancashire April 17, 1843. His wife 
ZILPHA ROSE was born January 9, 1884 in Ramsey 
Huntingdonshire. They were married in St. James 
Church, Holloway, London on September 9, 1866. 

Coming of a family of noted musical ability Mr. 
Greaves took up music as a profession and graduated 
from the London Academy of Music at an early age. 
In 1882 Mr. Greaves accompanied by his wife and 
family came to Canada and settled in Ontario. With a 

family of growing boys he deemed it wise to come 
west where opportunities were greater for his sons. In 
1889 the family moved to Manitoba and settled on a 
farm a few miles east of Melita. Here Mr. Greaves 
taught music driving to the homes of his students to 
give lessons. This led to his untimely death at age 57, 
as a result of a runaway accident in August 1900. 
Mrs. Greaves continued to live on the farm with her 
sons until retiring to Melita where she lived for many 
years. She died March 4, 1939 at the home of a 
granddaughter in Winnipeg where she had spent her 
last years. 

The family were: GEORGE HERBERT 
TWELCH (1868-1945) with his wife Bertha farmed 
at Elkhorn, Manitoba. They had one adopted son 
Edwin. 

JAMES ALFRED (1870-1954) and his wife 
Christine had a daughter Ruth who died in infancy. 
Owing to his wife's ill health they moved to Winslow, 
Arizona, United States. 

CHARLES FREDERICK (1872-1903) married 
LILIAN SANDBERG of Wisbick, England. They 
farmed at Elva and had a daughter Emily Christina. 

HARRY EDGAR (1875-1960) and his wife 

G. F. Greaves family (1896). Seated: Mrs. Greaves, Alfred, Emily, Leopold and Mr. Greaves. Standing: Percy, Herbert. Charlie. 
Harry. 
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LILIAN SANDBERG GREAVES lived and 
fanned at Elva. (see H. Greaves history) 

EMILY (1876-1972) married Arthur Griffith. 
They had two daughters, Gladys Georgina, who 
married Ralph Goodridge of Winnipeg, and lives in 
Victoria, British Columbia and Vivian who died at 
age five. 

Percy (1879-1927) married EMMA ROBERT
SON of Brandon. They fanned at Melita for some 
years before moving to Birtle, Manitoba and later to 
Brandon. Their family are James, Gerald and Viv
ienne who are all married and reside in Brandon, 
Manitoba. 

Leopold (1882-1970) married ELIZABETH 
HANNA of Melita. They fanned at Assiniboia, Sas
katchewan for many years. They had four sons and a 
daughter: Stanley (deceased), Frederick and Flo
rence living in British Columbia, and Herbert and 
Donald living in the United States. 

Greaves, Harry Edgar 
submitted by R. Grant and W. Greaves 

Mrs. Greaves was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. 
R. Sandberg of Wisbeck, Combs, England. She 
came to Canada in 1902, the bride of Charles Freder
ick Greaves, to their fann home one and a half miles 
south of Elva 12-3-28. They had one daughter Emily 
Christina. Mr. Greaves died of typhoid fever a few 
weeks after his daughter's birth. Mrs. Greaves re
mained on the fann and later married Harry Edgar 
Greaves. They had a family of six daughters and three 
sons. Dorothy, Frances Lilian, Winifred, Richard 
Leopold, Charles Alfred, George Herbert Percy, 
Mary Irene, Margaret Kathleen and Agnes Ruth. 
Both were interested in their community. Mrs. 
Greaves was an accomplished musician and gave 
freely of her talent to church and community affairs. 
She was a charter member of the Women's Institute 
and a life member of the Women's Institute and the 
United Church Women. The fann was sold in 1946 to 
son-in-law George L. Coutts on his return from Hong 
Kong and Mr. and Mrs. Greaves retired to live in 
Elva, Manitoba. Later they went to live in Brandon, 
Manitoba where Mr. Greaves died March 5, 1960 at 
the age of 85 years. Mrs. Greaves died May 16,1963 
age 83 years. 

Christina (Chrissie) married Rev. George Foster 
Pratt in 1927. They spent over 50 years in the work of 
the Anglican Church in Canada and the United 
States. They retired to Abbotsford, British Columbia 
where they now live and where they at one time had a 
very successful Chinchilla Ranch. 

Dorothy became a teacher. In 1926 she married 
Ralph C. Corbett. They fanned at Goodlands, Man
itoba and had a family of three sons and a daughter: 
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Harry Greaves family (1953). Margaret. Francis, Mary. Charlie. 
Ruth, Dick, Winnie. Seated: Mr. and Mrs. Greaves. 

McGill, Constance, Herbert and Winston. Dorothy 
died in March 1949. Ralph's death occurred in July 
1974. 

Frances was a graduate of the Weyburn General 
Hospital. She married Leo Roberts in 1928 and lived 
on a fann at Khedive, Saskatchewan. Their family 
were Calvin, Margaret, Mary, Harry and Douglas. 
Leo died in July 1939. Frances was later married to 
Harold Looysen and lived at Pangman, Saskatche
wan. They had one daughter Winifred. After her 
family was grown Frances returned to nursing. She 
died November 1, 1981. 

Winifred (Winnie) became a teacher and taught 
school for 45 years at Brown's, Melita, Pinkerton 
and West Treheme, Treheme, Manitoba; and Bran
don. She now is retired and lives in Brandon. 

Richard (Dick) married Stephanie Hohn of Sec
retan, Saskatchewan. Their family of Ruth, Ronald 
and Harry was enlarged by twin foster children, 
Reita and Rodney Smart. After serving overseas with 
the Ordnance Corps during World War II, Dick was 
operator of the Radville, Saskatchewan Municipal 
Telephone System. They lived, retired in Edmonton, 
until Dick's death in October 1978. Stephanie then 
moved to Surrey, British Columbia where she died in 
January 1982. 

Charlie married Edna Mae Johnston of Saska
toon, Saskatchewan. Their family consisted of Kath
leen, William, Lynne and Sandra. Charlie worked 
for Hambley & Anstey Hatcheries in Saskatoon, the 
Co-Op in Abbotsford, British Columbia; and Scott 
National Fruit in Brandon, Manitoba. Later he was 
administrator of Indian Schools at Morley and 
Gleichen, Alberta, and at Portage la Prairie, Man
itoba. Charlie and Edna now live in retirement in 
Portage la Prairie. 

Herbert died at age 21 while on a visit to Baker, 
Oregon, United States in December 1933. 



Mary was an R.N. of the Winnipeg General Hos
pital. In 1940 she married Dr. F. Robert Tucker a well 
known orthopedic surgeon. After his return from 
service in World War II they made their home in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. They had a family of three: 
Alan, Jane and Hugh. Dr. Tucker died in January 
1978. Mary resides in Winnipeg. 

Margaret married George L. Coutts of Melita in 
1941. While he was in the army she worked as a 
stenographer at McDonald Aircraft in Winnipeg. On 
his return from prisoner of war camp in Hong Kong, 
George purchased the Greaves' farm and they made 
their home there until Margaret's death in September 
1976. Their family consisted of Larry who died at 
age 21 while attending Manitoba University; Resby 
who works for the Department of Agriculture in 
Brandon; and Frances who is married to Dale Dun
ville and lives at Melfort, Saskatchewan. 

Ruth was a teacher. She married Charles A. Grant 
a young farmer at Chater, Manitoba. They had a 
family of six children: Diane, Susan, Edward, 
Heather, Alison and Kathryn. Charlie died in 1977. 
Ruth had returned to teaching and retired in June 
1981. She now works in real estate and lives at Chater. 

With the exception of two grandsons, one in the 
United States and one in the United Arab Emirates all 
123 living descendants of Mr. and Mrs. H. E. 
Greaves live in Canada. 

Greenley, Cecil Walter 
CECIL WALTER was born at Coultervale, 

March 2, 1909, the third child of James Jacob Green-

Cecil, Helen and Trudy Greenley. 
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ley (1877-1957) and Jessie Maud Lochhead 
(1883-1957) of Ridgeville, Manitoba. (See 
Sourisford and Area from 1879). He received his 
education at Coultervale School. His first teacher was 
Miss Sarah Reekie. Following school days he helped 
out on the home farm. He married MAE PEACOCK 
of Alida in November 1931, and they made their 
home with Cecil's parents, helping with home farm
ing operations. One daughter, MELBA JOYCE, 
(See Harold Judd history) was born to this union on 
March 1, 1932. During the dirty 30's Cecil rode the 
freight train to Swan River to seek work. He man
aged to get some land (quarter section) and farmed 
for two years. He returned to join his family in the 
late 30's and they went to reside on N 20-1-27, the 
former Cosgrove place, then owned by his parents 
Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Greenley, which he later inherited. 
In 1944 the marriage was terminated by divorce. 

On November 14, 1945 Cecil Walter Greenley 
and MARGARET HELEN PURVIS were united in 
marriage at First Church United in Brandon, and 
made their home on Cecil's farm on the Antler Creek 
20-1-27. Helen was the eldest of the family of George 
Purvis (1883-1956) and Elizabeth Scott (1882-1966) 
born May 14, 1920 at home where they lived on S 
20-1-27. A brother, George Edward, was also born 
here March 25, 1922. The family moved to 24-1-27 
and Helen attended Coulter School, and later Coul
tervale High School, driving by horse and buggy or 
covered schooner and team in the winter. She took a 
sewing course in Brandon, making sewing her ca
reer. She helped out as a leader for 4-H during the 
60's. 

In 1951 the old barn was taken down by Earl 
Schlemmer of Coulter, and a new barn was built on 
the site. The large farm dwelling was wired for hydro 
in November of 1957, ending the days of coal oil and 
gasoline lamps. A big event for the family was a 
television in 1960. The farm was in the path of the 
tornado in July of 1961 when trees were up rooted and 
smaller buildings damaged. Water on tap was in
stalled in the house in 1962. In 1974 a mobile home 
was purchased and became the new family dwelling, 
set back in the trees. By 1976 and 1977 all the 
cultivated land was rented out. Cecil continues to 
raise beef cattle on the pasture land at home in 1982. 

Cecil and Helen had a family of seven children. 
MORLEY, BETTY MAUREEN, ELLIS, LOR· 
RAINE, BOBBY, ELLEN OR (see Barry Murray), 
and TRUDY. 

Betty Maureen was born at Mrs. Mainland's 
nursing home in Melita on August 20, 1947. She 
attended school at Coultervale, Waskada and Melita. 
She was an active member of the 4-H and also sang in 
the junior and senior choir. She took a hairdressing 



Robert and Betty (Greenley) Mowatt. 

course in Brandon and was later employed at the 
"Top Spot" in Brandon as hair stylist. On June 10, 
1967 she married Robert A. Mowatt of Brandon. The 
wedding took place at Coultervale United Church, 
with Rev. Roger Lowe officiating. 

Robert Alexander was born December 15, 1947 
to Mr. and Mrs. A. Mowatt (Cowan) of Brandon. 
Robert's father passed away when he was 14 years of 
age, so he left school to help his mother operate their 
dairy farm. It was on this farm on No. 10 highway, 
four miles south of Brandon that Betty and Robert 
built a new home when they were married, and con
tinued on with the dairy, which was well known as 
"Inganess Dairy Farm". (They eventually took 
ownership.) They have a family of three children. 
Robert Craig, born November 24, 1968; Daniel 
James, born December 9, 1969; and Lori Lynn, 
born March 26,1973. 

On January 8, 1982 a devastating fire levelled 
their dairy barn and destroyed 120 head of purebred 
Holstein cattle. Construction is well underway on a 
new barn and production was to begin in May 1982. 

Robert Edward James, the third son of Cecil and 
Helen was born February 8, 1955 at Mrs. Rosen
dahl's nursing home in Westhope, N.D., with Dr. E. 
Greene attending. Bobby passed away during sur
gery to correct a telescope bowel on October 7, 1955 
at Deloraine Hospital. He is buried in the family plot 
at Coultervale. 

Lorraine Cecile was born in Melita at Mrs. Jean 
Tamblyn's nursing home on November 28, 1951. She 
began Grade I at Coultervale School with Mr. Bill 
Olson as teacher. She transferred to Waskada when 
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the school bus came on the route, and then to Melita 
in 1968 when the district consolidated. Having com
pleted Grade XII, she then attended Assiniboine 
Community College in Brandon for one year, and 
was employed at the College as a stenographer. On 
October 21, 1972 she married THOMAS DOUG
LAS KIRKUP of Melita. (See Kirkup history) 

Trudy Ann was born at Deloraine Hospital on 
January 31, 1964. She began kindergarten at Melita 
School, attending elementary and then grades IV, V 
and VI in open area, and on to the collegiate, receiv
ing the Masonic plaque award for Academic Excel
lence in Grade XI. She enjoys all sports and loves 
horse back riding. 1982 in Grade XII graduation year 
for Trudy and she will be leaving home and going to 
college in the fall. 

Greenley, Cecil Morley 
CECIL MORLEY was born November 29, 

1943. He attended school at Coultervale, being driv
en to and from in the family car. Morley became a 
real farm boy, and helped out at home, milking the 
cows, separating, and washing the separator before 
going to school. His favorite sport was curling at the 
Coultervale rink near the school. He was often called 
upon to do chores when families wanted to be away 
for a few days, or where there was sickness. Morley's 
teen years saw farming done by tractors, horses were 
a thing of the past, except those few farmers who still 
used a team of horses for chores. Morley liked to 
think of himself as a "tractor" boy, and he found 
hitching up and driving horses a real chore for clean
ing barns etc. He first learned big machine farming 
when he worked for A. 0. Pateman and later for E. 
Purvis, G. Mallo, W. Downey, and L. Kilfoyle. He 
left this farming area in January 1967, when he began 
work with Becker Drills of Calgary. His first work 
was at Gillam, Manitoba, with Stuart Miller and John 

Mr. and Mrs. Morley Greenley and family. 



Snyder as local crew, together with Jim Jellis as 
driller. Morley has since operated the drill rig as 
driller in many parts of Canada and the U.S.A. 
drilling for gold, nickel, coal, all types of soil sam
pling and the tar sands. In September 1970 he flew to 
Palawan in the Philippines to set up drilling opera
tions there. He has many interesting memories of the 
six months spent there. 

On December 31, 1974 Morley married Linda 
Bollinger, born December 14,1947, of Calgary. They 
have four children: Paul Leon, Shaunna Leanne, 
Cecil Stuart, born June 9, 1976 and Carl Benson, 
born October 3, 1979. Morley and his family have 
built a new home on 20 acres southeast Calgary. They 
are all active in school, sports, and the community. 
Having been with the company for 15 consecutive 
years, Morley continues to work as driller. 

Greenley, Ellis George 
ELLIS GEORGE THOMAS was born August 

26,1948 at Mrs. Mainland's nursing home in Melita. 
He attended school at Coultervale. When a bus route 
to Waskada was organized, they transferred to 
Waskada. Ellis quit school when he was in Grade 
VIII and left home to go to Estevan, Saskatchewan. It 
was there that he began employment with an oil 
drilling company. 

He married Marla Jean Carriere on August 8, 

Mr. and Mrs. Ellis Greenley. 
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1969. The wedding took place at Sacred Heart, Ro
man Catholic Church at Benson, Saskatchewan. 
Marla was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Irvine Car
riere of Benson, Saskatchewan, and was born Febru
ary 8,1952, one of a family of eight. They made their 
home in Estevan, except for a short time at Gull 
Lake, Saskatchewan where Ellis was employed also 
with the oil rig. They had two children, Wade Ellis, 
born at Estevan January 11, 1970; and Daralee Gail, 
also born at Estevan January 15, 1971. On July 4, 
1973, Marla was killed in a truck-car accident, to
gether with her girl friend while visiting near Bien
fait, Saskatchewan. The little red Datsun was 
completely demolished by a gravel truck which went 
through a yield sign. Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Frasz, 
Marla's sister at Prince Albert, Saskatchewan took 
the children and raised them with her own, making a 
family of seven children. Ellis worked with a carpen
ter at Prince Albert and also stayed at the Frasz home 
for some time. He is presently employed as a me
chanic for an oil company at Lloydminster, Saskatch
ewan. Together with fellow workers, plans are in the 
making for an extended trip to Australia. 

Greenley, Everett 
EVERETT, youngest son of James Jacob and 

Jessie Maud Greenley was born July 28, 1927. He 
was born and raised in the Coultervale area where he 
still resides. He received his education at Coultervale 
school. On August 5, 1960 he married GRACE 
STAMPER of Killarney. Grace the second youngest 
daughter of John and June Stamper of Killarney, was 
born January 21, 1930 at Killarney. 

Grace and Everett raised a family of five boys. 
DAVID GARTH and DARRYL GORDON were 
born on January 29, 1959 and received their educa
tion at Coultervale and Melita schools. At present 
both boys are employed by Chevron Geophysical of 
Calgary, Alberta. JERRY JOHN, born January 5, 
1962 received his education at Coultervale and Melita 
schools and is presently employed by Tim 
McMechan at Lyleton. KENNETH JAMES, born 
June 6, 1963 received his education at Melita school. 
He is presently employed at the Edward Consumer 
Co-Op store in Pierson. EDWARD LEWIS born 
October 24, 1965 is presently attending Melita 
school. 

Greig, John 
JOHN GREIG was born in Aberdeenshire, Scot

land in 1861. He died in Melita on May 1, 1937. He 
married JESSIE CANTLEY in Scotland on February 
24, 1883. She died at Melita on February 18, 1938. 
They celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in 
Melita on February 24, 1933. 



Mr. and Mrs. John Greig. 

John and Jessie Greig farmed at Smallburn, Ab
erdeenshire, Scotland until they came to Canada in 
June 1910. They had a family of six boys and three 
girls WILLIAM, GEORGE, BELLA, JACK, 
JIM, JESSIE, BOB, MARY and FRED. 

In 1908 the second son George and his wife 
MARY came to Canada. They left their small daugh
ter Isabelle in Scotland with George's parents. They 
came to the Melita area. In a short time they became 
homesick. They wrote home to Scotland and asked 
some more of the family to come and visit them. 
Bella and Jack came in 1909. Their father told them 
to stay until George felt better then he would send 
them the money to come home. Bella and Jack were 
both determined to work and earn enough money for 
their return fare. They both obtained jobs on farms in 
the Waskada area. They were not happy with these 
jobs because they were required to work on Sundays. 
They had been raised to respect Sunday as a day of 
rest. However they stuck with the jobs until they had 
earned their return fare. They were making plans to 
return to Scotland when they received word from 
their parents that they too, had decided to come to 
Canada. Bella and Jack then used their money to 
prepare a home, furnished and all, in Melita for their 
parents and younger brothers and sisters. 

John and Jessie had a sale of their belongings in 
Scotland and sailed in June 1910 aboard the Empress 
of Ireland which incidently sank on its next voyage. 
The family landed at Montreal and travelled by train 
to Melita. Bob Greig who hadn't been sick on the 
boat became sick on the train. John Greig saw a 
gopher when the train stopped at Lauder. He got off 
the train and tried to catch it. This was the first gopher 
he had ever seen. 

The family arrived in Melita about the end of 
June 1910. They took up residence in Melita and John 
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got a job with the crew digging the trench, by hand, 
from the Souris River to the water tank in the railroad 
yard. It was 12 year old Bob's job to go to Cobb's 
Hotel to get his father a bucket of beer for five cents. 
This was his dinner. 

The family moved to Tom Lamont's farm on 
Poverty Plains (near Broornhill) where they stayed 
for two years. It seemed like a desert and they 
couldn't grow anything so they quit and moved back 
to Melita where they farmed on the A. D. Thompson 
farm - Rumball Farm - in the Peninsula District. 

Later they moved back to Melita and took over 
the water wagon from their son George who had 
joined the army. John later sold this business to Jack 
Oliphant. Next he worked on the scavanger job until 
he died. He died as a result of a heart attack. He fell 
from his wagon and was run over. 

The oldest son, William did not come to Canada. 
He became a policeman in Glasgow. He worked as a 
policeman in London, England and retired there. He 
and his wife Hilda had seven children. William and 
Hilda are now both dead. 

George and Mary's small daughter, Isabelle came 
to Canada with her grandparents. George joined the 
15th Battalion Canadian B.E.F. in World War I. He 
was killed in action at Vimy Ridge on April 9, 1917. 
George's daughter Isabelle married Ernie Briggs. 
They owned the Metropolitan Hotel in Melita. They 
had three daughters. 

Bella Greig was born in Southey, Scotland in 
November 1887 and came to Canada in 1909. She 
worked on a farm near Waskada until the rest of the 
family came out. She moved to Melita and worked 
for the Crerars, the lawyer. She married STEWART 
LAWSON who died on July 13,1914 at the age of25. 
They had one son William John who died on Sep
tember 6, 1930 at the age of 19. Later Bella married 
JOE BROOME. (See William Joseph Broome his
tory). 

Jessie Greig was born in Scotland in 1894. After 
she came to Canada she worked for Mr. Brooks in the 
boarding house. She met and married GABREILLE 
GOUDIE, who was a shoemaker. They also farmed 
for a few years but returned to shoemaking. They 
also kept cows and delivered milk in Melita. After 
Gabrielle's death in 1936 Jessie and her family con
tinued the dairy business. They had a family of four, 
Mary, Jessie, Annie and Bob. Mrs. Jessie Goudie 
died in 1971. 

Mary Greig was born in Scotland in 1899. She 
came to Canada with the family in 1910. She attended 
school in Melita. Mary married GORDON 
CHEYNE and lived on the farm presently occupied 
by Murray Brown, 7-4-26. Gordon and Mary had 
four children Clayton (Baldy), Marian, who died in 



infancy, Harold, who died on February 26, 1942 and 
Mae. Mary moved to Brandon and later remarried 
Bill Malone. She died in 1936. 

John and Jessie Greig worked hard in both Scot
land and Canada to provide for themselves and their 
family. They were faithful members of the Melita 
Presbyterian Church. Their last place of residence in 
Melita was in a house, which has since been dis
mantled, located at 143 Boundary Street. They were 
both buried in the Melita Cemetery. 

One granddaughter has remarked that one of the 
most vivid memories she has of her grandparents is 
the pail of "Scotch Broth" that they had prepared for 
each of their families to take home every Sunday 
after church. The granddaughter says, "I can still 
smell that good soup when I think about it". 

Greig, Jack 
JACK GREIG was born in Scotland in 1890 and 

came to Canada in 1909. He worked in the Waskada 
and Melita areas at farmwork. He was expert at 
handling broncos. He also did cement work. He later 
moved to Bengough, Saskatchewan where he met 
and married LEILA NICHOLl in 1927. They 
moved back to the Melita area. They had a family of 
seven: Louise, Ken, Shirley, Maxine, Wilma and 
Jean. An infant son Fred died. They moved to 
Calgary 28 years ago where they still reside. They 
were married 55 years in November of 1982. 

Louise married Fred Potter and they have a fam
ily of three. Judy married Rick Copeland. They have 
a family of four and reside in Stettler, Alberta. Jim 
married Linda and they have one child and reside in 
Calgary. Debbie married Derrik Vaughan and they 
have one child and reside in Calgary. Louise passed 
away July 18, 1975 at the age of 47. 

The only son of Leila and John Greig, Kenneth 
married Audrey Anderson and they have a family of 
seven: Rosalie married Jackie Tillings, they have two 
of a family, and reside in Calgary; John (Jr.) married 
Sylvia Spheck, they have no family and reside in 
Calgary; Fred (Jr.) married Linda Spheck, they have 
no family and reside in Calgary; the other four reside 
at home. 

Shirley Greig married Merton Forsyth and they 
have a family of four: Kenneth, married Debby 
Orsted, they have no family and reside in Pierson; 
Bonnie married Eldon Ball, they have three boys and 
reside in Gainsbourgh, Saskatchewan; Glen married 
Cindy Lampertz, they have two children and reside 
in Waskada; Karen married Bob McNish, they farm 
in Lyleton and have no children. 

Maxine Greig married Bob Wray and they have 
five children: Jack married Trudy Drier, they have 
two children and farm at Tilston; Nancy married Ian 
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Murray and they have two children and farm at 
Lyleton; Bob (Jr.) married Dawn Fairgrieves, they 
have no children and farm at Tilston; Patricia is not 
married and is a hairdresser in Gainsbourgh; Larrie 
is not married and also lives in Gainsbourgh. 

Wilma married Tom Beach, they had three of a 
family: one little boy passed away; Terry lives with 
Wilma and they reside in Caroline, Alberta; Leila 
married Darrel Still and they have three children, and 
reside in Didsbury, Alberta. 

Jeanne married Jack Ortmann, they have two of a 
family and they live at home with father. Jeanne 
passed away April 17 , 1981 at the age of 43. 

Greig, James 
JIM GREIG was born in Scotland on April 2, 

1892. He was 18 years old when the family came to 
Canada. He worked for several farmers; Lamports, 
Forsyths, Baumgartens. He worked for Gordon 
Cheyne on the farm presently occupied by Murray 
Brown 7-4-26. Gordon Cheyne also ran the livery. 
He had about five driving teams in the winter. Jim 
Greig worked as a driver and drove doctors and 
salesmen all over the country. In the summer they 
used cars and Mr. Cheyne had two Ford cars and an 
Overland. Bob Greig also worked as a driver. They 
drove doctors to many homes during the flu epidemic 
of 1918. Jim later went into the livery and dray 
business for himself. He was a well known horseman 
and was especially noted for his well dressed teams. 
Jim's wife was NETTIE DOBBYN born August 3, 
1901, daughter of Charlie and Belva (Reddaway). 
They spent the first years of their married life in 
Melita. In 1934 they moved to the Charlie Dobbyn 
farm, 33-3-26, three miles east of Melita. The house 
and bam on this farm built in 1911 and 1912 were built 

L -R.: Ida and Bob, Fred and Dorothy, Jim and Nettie, Jack and 
Leila Greig. 



from bricks made in the Charlie Dobbyn brick yard 
located on 31-3-26. Jim was an excellent horseman 
and raised Shorthorn cattle. He continued farming 
until his death on November 2, 1964. Nettie con
tinued to live on the farm until ill health forced her to 
move to the Melita Hospital and Personal Care Home 
in 1981. 

Jim and Nettie had two sons, Cecil and Douglas. 

Greig, Cecil Durwood 
Cecil was born on December 2, 1923. He at

tended school at Melita and was very active in all 
sports, especially hockey. He played on various 
Melita hockey teams and also for the Pierson Bruins 
and for the Bottineau, North Dakota Hockey Club. 
Cecil began farming after he completed high school. 
On November 10, 1956 he married Marian Elliott, 
daughter of Hugh and Jean Elliott of Pipestone. They 
began farming on 4-4-26 where Cec's grandfather, 
Charlie Dobbyn had homesteaded in 1882. Marian 
taught school, Grades IV and V in Melita before and 
after their marriage. Cec and Marian have four chil
dren. DonaldJames, born September 2, 1959, farms 
in the Melita area. Barbara Louise, born August 14, 
1963 is taking nurses training at the Brandon General 
Hospital School of Nursing. Brian Cecil, born Au
gust 19, 1971 and Marilyn Jeannet, born February 
16, 1973 are attending school in Melita. 

Greig house (1946) build for Charlie Dobbyn in 1911 by George 
Pope using bricks from Dobbyn brickyard. 

Greig, Douglas Wilson 
Douglas was born on July 12,1930. He attended 

school in Melita. After he completed high school 
Doug worked for Elliott's Electric in Melita and later 
for Imperial Oil on Seismic crews in different places 
in western Canada. In 1959 Douglas married Eileen 
Jones, twin daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Jones of 
Lawson, Saskatchewan. They returned to Melita to 
farm in 1960. They lived on the George Hasset farm 
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25-3-26 until 1963 when they bought and moved to 
the Bill Oberlin farm SW 34-5-28, north of 
Broomhill. Doug and Eileen have three children. 

Robert Frank, born June 2, 1960 works and 
farms in the Reston area. Frederick Lindsay, born 
March 12, 1962 obtained his diploma in agriculture 
from the University of Manitoba in 1982. He is 
presently the Agricultural Loan Officer for the Vir
den Credit Union. Susan Irene, born September 12, 
1963 is taking a Creative Communications course at 
Red River Community College, Winnipeg. 

Greig Bob 
BOB GREIG who was born in Scotland on Janu

ary 5,1898 was 12 years old when the family came to 
Canada. He did not attend school anymore. He 
worked for several farmers around Melita. Some of 
the people he worked for were Jack Lamport, Dr. 
Stratton, Joe Kenny, A. D. Thompson, Tom Loucks. 
In 1917 he joined the 251 Battalion in Winnipeg. He 
spent about one year in the army but was discharged 
after he had pneumonia. He returned to Melita and 
worked for Nick Wyatt on his farm. He later worked 
for Ontario Hydro and in the railroad shop in Trans
cona. He became a fireman on the railroad but quit 
after one year because they wouldn't let him off for 
either Christmas or New Year's. He came back to 
Melita and worked on farms for George Sterling and 
William Coates. He worked nights at the Melita 
Electric Plant until his father had to spend two 
months in Brandon Hospital suffering from blood 
poisoning. Bob and his brother Fred did the scav
anger work. 

In March 1923 Bob told his family that he was 
going to Brandon Winter Fair. However, he never 
intended to go there but went to Winnipeg for two 
days where he made arrangements to go to the United 
States. These arrangements included paying a ten 
dollar "head tax". He also had to prove that he had 
one hundred dollars. He went directly to Chicago, 
Illinois. He was quickly able to find work. He 
worked as a fireman in a laundry and as a bagger at 
the Linseed Oil Co. He worked as an engineer at the 
Conlon Washing Machine factory for six years. Fol
lowing this he worked as an engineer for Taylor 
Forge Steel Plant for 35 years. He retired in 1966. 
When he began working at Taylor Forge he felt he 
earned "big money" 60¢ an hour. During the 
depression he worked for $18 a week. 

In April 1923 Bob married IDA TROTTER in 
Chicago. Ida had also gone to Chicago when she 
received word that Bob had found work. Ida was the 
second daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Tom Trotter who 
lived in the house presently occupied by Mr. and 
Mrs. Sid Dobbyn. Mr. Trotter was an electrician in 



the Melita Mill and Electric Plant. At the time of the 
bank robbery in Melita in 1922 he was bound and 
gagged by the robbers to prevent him from turning on 
the power for the town. Mrs. Trotter's father, Mr. 
Cruikshank, carried the mail from the train to the 
post office for many many years. The Trotter family 
also moved to Chicago. 

Bob and Ida Greig made many trips back to 
Melita while they lived in Chicago. They almost 
always came by car. In 1925 Bob bought a three year 
old Buick car for $300. In 1930 he bought a brand 
new Ford for $700. In recalling his move to Chicago, 
Bob has remarked, "Uyou couldn't make a living in 
Chicago you couldn't make a living anywhere. " 

In January 1974, Bob and Ida retired to Mesa, 
Arizona. They have three daughters. Margaret and 
Dorothy who live near Chicago, Illinois and Rober
ta of Mesa, Arizona. They have eight grandchildren 
and ten great grandchildren. Bob and Ida celebrated 
their 60th Wedding Anniversary on April 6, 1983. 

Greig, Fred 
FRED GREIG was born in Smallburn Aber

deenshire, Scotland on January 31,1904. He came to 
Canada with his parents in 1910. He attended Penin
sula and Melita schools. After Fred finished school 
he worked at various jobs around Melita. He went to 
Winnipeg with his brother Bob. There he worked for 
Crescent Creamery and in the C.N .R. Shops at 
Transcona. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Greig (1923). 
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As a young lad in Melita, Fred spent many hours 
watching Hank Ainley tame wild horses in a corral 
located in the area near the present Melita Seed & 
Feed Co. Hank would allow Fred to help by leading 
some of the horses. Some years later Mr. Ainley had 
the Triangle Bar Horse Ranch at Bengough, Sas
katchewan. He wrote to Fred Greig asking him to 
come to help him tame a wild stallion. Fred went to 
Bengough and worked on the ranch for five years. At 
Bengough Fred met DOROTHY ADAMS. They 
were married on October 24, 1928. After their mar
riage Fred and Dorothy returned to Melita. They 
worked on a farm for Percy Brockinton in the Penin
sula District. They farmed for themselves for several 
years around Melita. In 1950 they moved to Calgary 
where Fred was employed by Belle and Morris 
Plumbing. Fred and Dorothy worked as manager and 
hostess for the Southern Alberta Old Timers Club in 
Calgary for six years, and for the Northern Alberta 
Old Timers Club in Edmonton for four years. They 
left Edmonton in 1966 and spent 13 months travel
ling. They arrived in Vancouver in 1967. Here they 
managed a motel. Later, Fred and Dorothy worked 
for Bert and Gertrude Hill, formerly of Melita, at the 
Dunroven Rabbit Processing Plant at White Rock, 
British Columbia. In 1969 they moved to Grande 
Cache, Alberta where they managed a hunting lodge 
and store. Later they moved to Penticton where they 
managed the Blue Bird Motel for three years. They 
have now retired in Penticton. Fred and Dorothy 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in October 
1978. They have no children. 

Grierson, Garnet 
GARNET married DOLLY OBERLIN, daughter 

of Edd and Bessie (Jeffery) in 1925. They were 
married one year when they were nearly burned out 
by prairie fire but the wind changed in time. 

Garnet and Dolly put in hard times on the farm 
like all farmers. They cared for ERIC GRIERSON, 
son of Mervin and Mabel when his mother died. He 

Eric, Doll and Garnet Grierson. 



was two years old. In 1934 Garnie and Doll each had 
a team of horses and tree ked up to Merridale to cut 
hay for the horses and cattle. They came back in 
April 1935. In 1941 they had a sale and moved into 
Melita. Garnet joined the army and when he came 
back he started driving a cream truck in 1943 and 
drove nearly 25 years, then retired. Garnie and Dolly 
moved into their own house in 1955. In 1982 they 
sold their house and moved to the Melita Lodge. 

Griffith, Frank R. 
The Griffiths, FRANK, ELDA, and their son 

DAVID, came to Melita in the fall of 1958 returning 
to Canada from the United States where Frank had 
been employed as district manager for Massey Harris 
Company working out of Omaha, Nebraska. After 
leaving Massey, he worked as a factory representa
tive for Noble Cultivators covering a territory that 
included Manitoba, North Dakota, and southeast 
Saskatchewan. 

Prior to living in the United States, the family had 
lived in Winnipeg and Waskada where Frank had 
operated a number of retail businesses and had been a 
district manager for Massey Harris Company in the 
Winnipeg area. Frank was active in community and 
business organizations and served as Executive Sec
retary and Assistant Managing Director of the Cana
dian Federation of Farm Equipment Dealers. 

In the fall of 1958, Frank opened the Case Com
pany dealership in Melita. His brother, Clayton, later 
joined with him and they incorporated the business to 
be known as Griffith Brothers Equipment Limited. 
In 1967, they sold the Case dealership to Bill Law
rence but continued with their other lines of equip
ment. A new building was constructed and the 
company increasingly specialized in farm supplies. 
After fire destroyed the Melita Hardware, Delmar 
Loucks joined the firm which subsequently added 
hardware supplies to their lines of merchandise. 

In the fall of 1971, Frank sold his interest in 
Griffith Brothers Equipment Limited but continued 
as a factory representative for Noble Cultivators. 
Frank and Elda sold their home in Melita in 1973 and 
retired to live in Winnipeg. They lived there for three 
years and are presently making their summer home 
in Waskada with the winter months being spent at 
their home in Weslaco, Texas. 

Frank was born on the family farm northeast of 
Waskada, oldest son of Frank H. Griffith and Ellen 
Croome. Elda, the fourth child of David M. Ballard 
and Annie Callendar, was born and resided in the 
Medora district. Frank: and Elda were married in 
Medora on January 1, 1935. 

The eldest daughter of Frank and Elda,DONNA 
(deceased, 1982) was married in Pierre, South Dako-
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ta in 1957 to Gary Gall, son of Martha and Harry Gall 
of Deloraine. Donna graduated as a Lab and X-Ray 
Technician and worked in hospitals in Manitoba and 
Ottawa. Donna and Gary have two daughters, Julie 
and Kathy who live in Ottawa with Gary. 

SUE ELLEN, second daughter of Frank and 
Elda, was married in Pierre, South Dakota in 1957 to 
Howard Brancel. Sue and Howard had two daugh
ters, Cindy and Tina. Sue was remarried in 1975 to 
Watson Clifford. Sue and Cliff now reside with their 
children: Sue, Beth, David, Cindy and Tina in Lodi, 
California. 

Griffith, David 
DAVID, only son of Frank and Elda, graduated 

from Melita High School. During summer holidays, 
Dave worked with his dad at Griffith Brothers. David 
trained as a teacher at Brandon University and began 
his teaching career in Brandon. Gwen trained as a 
Registered Nurse at Brandon General Hospital, grad
uating in 1966. In 1966, David married GWEN 
STEWART, daughter of Norm and Ferne Stewart of 
Melita. David continued his studies while he was 
teaching, graduating from the University of Man
itoba with a Master of Education Degree in educa
tional administration in 1980. They live in Winnipeg 
with their two sons Jason and Scott where Gwen is 
employed at Grace Hospital and David works in 
school administration with the Assiniboine South 
School Division. 

Griffith, William 
by Gladys Williamson 

Mr. WILLIAM GRIFFITH, born in 1865 and 
ALICE (BARBER) GRIFFITH, born in 1869 were 
married at Owen Sound, Ontario in 1891. They left 
for Manitoba in 1896 and homesteaded in Browns 
district, 26-4-27, one-half mile from Browns 
School. They lived in a log house where their daugh
ter GLADYS was born on February 8, 1899. It was 
very cold with only the kitchen stove and live coals to 
keep frost out of the room. The second daughter ILA 
was born in 1902. My father's father died in 1902. My 
parents moved to Melita in 1906 due to my mother's 
health, buying the house now occupied by Earl Rob
son. I had gone to Browns School to start and went to 
Melita from 1906 until my father went to the farm in 
1915. I left school and stayed home as my mother had 
poor health. Ila finished up at Browns School. We 
knit many socks for our soldiers in 1914-1918 war. I 
married Alex Long from Rodney, Ontario on March 
28, 1923. (see Alex Long history) 

My parents rented their farm and moved to town. 
They bought a house from Dr. Campbell, now owned 
by Clayton Cheyne. My father died on December 8, 



1953 and mother died on September 26, 1954. My 
sister, who had married William Long, died in 1973 
and left one son, Glen. (see Glen Long history) 

Grimsdale, Harry 
by Walter Hooper 

An old timer of interest in the Verona district was 
a bachelor HARRY GRIMSDALE known to most 
people as "Old Harry". He came to Canada from 
England in 1893. He worked for A. Jennings. Later 
he bought N. W. 13-2-26 from the C. P. R. He then 
purchased some oxen and broke the whole quarter 
and went through all the sloughs. They say he could 
be heard for a great distance shouting. "Haw, haw, 
haw," but never "Gee". 

He put up a small shack and bam. He lost his 
shack by fire after a few years in the winter time, so 
he spent the remainder of the winter in a piano box 
(as the story goes). 

He farmed for a few years but was unable to 
manage, so he rented this land to E. V. Hooper and 
went to work for the Jennings for awhile, then came 
back to the quarter and lived there until his health 
gave out and he had to go to Deloraine Hospital in 
1941. He spent a few weeks there, then was taken to 
the Salvation Army Home in Brandon. He was there 
until his death in 1944. No one seemed to know his 
age but could have been 75 to 80. 

Harry loved to go to town on Saturday nights 
where he could get his supplies for the coming week, 
which consisted of fat from the butcher shop, bread 
from the bakery. This was his diet for many years. 

He also took in all the fall fowl suppers, also 
school dances in the surrounding districts. After he 
disposed of his horses, his mode of travel was walk
ing or catching a ride with anyone who would stop to 
pick him up. When cars passed by him he became 
very angry. 

Wherever food was served you could count on 
Harry being there. If he didn't make it to town on 
Saturday nights, the Hoopers would get his supplies 
and take them to him on the Sunday. 

Mrs. Hooper always made him a cup of tea and a 
lunch and he sometimes stayed for a meal but very 
seldom. After his death E. V. Hooper bought the 
quarter and it now is owned by Doug and Davis 
Hooper. 

Hainsworth, Peter 
by Jessie Kontzie 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Hainsworth came to Waskada 
in 1904 to farm 23-1-26 in the Arthur School District. 
This land was owned by Jack Urie of Deloraine. As 
the years passed, the Hainsworths purchased this 
land along with parcels of other land. 
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In 1904 PETER WEATHERBURN HAINS
WORTH (1876-1946) born in Settle, Yorkshire, En
gland, married SARAH ELIZABETH RICKARD 
(1880-1925) who was born in Abbington, Berkshire, 
England. The Hainsworth and Rickard families, un
known to each other, migrated from England to Can
ada. The fathers, William Hainsworth and George 
Rickard, who arrived ahead of the families, met in 
Winnipeg and proceeded to Deloraine together. It is 
interesting to note that two Hainsworth sons, Arthur 
and Peter, married two Rickard daughters, Annie and 
Sarah. 

There were several large families in these days, 
the Hainsworth family being one. To this union were 
born seven boys and six girls. The oldest child, 
HARRY (1904-1909) died at the age of four years. 
There then followed GEORGE (see separate histo
ry), MAUDE, MABEL, CLIFFORD PETER (see 
separate history), DOROTHY (see Keith Millar his
tory), ARTHUR (see separate history), ETHEL, 
CHARLES THOMAS, EDNA, JESSIE, JAMES 
WEATHERBURN (see separate history), and 
JOHN WILFRED (see separate history). 

All the family attended Arthur School, some of 
the younger ones completing their education in the 
Waskada School. Peter was a grain farmer, and also 
raised cattle. He and Mr. Seymour Young were in 
partnership of a steam threshing outfit. For many 
years they threshed for a number of farmers in the 
area. He shipped livestock to market. Peter was ac
tive in community work. He served as a trustee and 
secretary-treasurer to Arthur School, was a member 
of the Masonic Lodge, played on the Waskada La
crosse team and enjoyed curling. Sarah was a dress
maker, homemaker and a devoted mother. She died in 
October 1925. With the help of his family, Peter 
continued to farm until 1945. At this time he retired 
to Waskada. He died in January, 1946. 

In the fall of 1925, Maude (1907- ) and 
Mabel (1908- ) left school to care for the home. 
They devoted themselves to the family. In 1945 they 
moved to Waskada, too. Their interests were many, 
especially sewing and handwork. They were mem
bers of St. George's Anglican Church and its organi
zations. Maude has been a member of the Women's 
Institute and helped with the Fall Fair as a director. 
Mabel was a member and a Past Noble Grand of 
Mizpah Rebekah Lodge. She was employed at the 
drug store for ten years and at the Municipal Office 
for eleven years. Many times they have helped the 
different families and friends in caring and sharing 
their time. Maude is a resident of Bren-Del-Wyn 
Lodge. Mabel lives in Waskada. 

Ethel, the fourth daughter, was born in 1912. She 
completed her education in Waskada. In 1934 she 



married Frank Bates (1908-1977), youngest son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Herb Bates of Whitewater. They bought 
land at Oak River and moved there to farm. There are 
three children; Robert (1935), Dorothy (1938) and 
Lorraine (1946). Due to Frank's ill health, he and 
Ethel retired to Hamiota in 1970. Ethel worked at the 
hospital for several years. She is an active worker in 
the United Church and is a member and Past Noble 
Grand of Grace Rebekah Lodge. Frank died in May, 
1977. Bob Bates lives in Neepawa. He married Dor
een Airey of Kenton. There are four children; Gor
don (1955), Dale (1957), Ross (1960) and Connie 
(1961). Dorothy is married to Allan Hiltz (1963) and 
living in Winnipeg. They have three children; Eliz
abeth (1965), Wayne (1967) and Melinda (1969). 
Lorraine, Mrs. Earl Brooks, with her husband, farms 
at Hamiota. There are two children, Herbert (1970) 
and Kimberley (1974). 

Charles Thomas (1915-1950), better known to 
Waskada residents as "Bus" was born in January 
1915, and passed away at the age of 35 years. Bus 
suffered all his life with asthma. He spent most of his 
working years in Winnipeg, Red Lake and Toronto. 
He owned and operated a summer resort at Minaki, 
Ontario for a few years. 

Edna (1917) graduated as a nurse after complet
ing her education at Waskada. She nursed in several 
hospitals in Manitoba (including Melita) and at Fort 
William. In 1947 she married JOHN McMILLAN, 
son of Alexander and Belle McMillan. Jack served 
with the Canadian Army during World War II. They 
farmed for several years. Of this union there are two 
children, Sheryl (1949) and Kevin (1951). Edna and 
Jack moved to Melita, where the children received 
most of their education, and later to Neepawa where 
Jack had the Watkins Agency. Edna continued to 
nurse. The family continued with their education. 
Sheryl married Douglas LeBoutillier (1966) and with 
their three children, Michelle (1966), Nicole (1969) 
and Peter (1975) they are now residing in Dauphin. 
Kevin has two boys, William (1971) and Timothy 
(1969) and resides in Brandon. 

Jessie (1920) the youngest daughter, graduated as 
a school teacher from Brandon Normal SchooL She 
taught at Grove, Waskada and Arthur. She married 
ORVAL KONTZIE ofWaskada. (See Kontzie histo
ry). 

Hainsworth, George Robert 
In 1929 GEORGE ROBERT, born in 1906, a 

farmer, married CATHERINE WISHART 
HAMILTON (1904-1976), better known as Katie. 
Katie was the oldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Hamilton (Wishart). There were two children, Lorna 
(1930) and Thevor (1941). Katie was interested in 
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gardening, flowers, needlework and other hobbies. 
She was a member of the U.C.W. and local club, and 
director of the Agricultural Fall Fair. George too had 
many interests, to name a few: school trustee, Red 
Cross, Deloraine Hospital Board, Pool Elevator, and 
Senior Citizens Club. He now lives in Waskada. Both 
Lorna and Trevor attended Arthur School, complet
ing their education in Waskada. Lorna was a school 
teacher, having taught in Souris, Princess and Melita 
Schools. In 1962 she married Murray (Red) Cole
man (see Murray Coleman history). Trevor studied 
"Drafting in Architecture" . He is interested in sports 
and is a member of the Waskada Lions Club. He 
farms the home place on 15-1-26. 

Hainsworth, Clifford Peter 
CLIFFORD PETER (1909-1972) took an Agri

cultural Course. He, too, farmed. In 1939, Cliff 
married MARJORIE HAWKINS (1911) of Reston, 
daughter of William Hawkins and Jean Duncan. Mar
jorie attended school in Reston and later graduated as 
a school teacher. Cliff and Marjorie lived on 10-1-26, 
later retiring to Waskada about 1966. They continued 
to farm from there. Cliff died in November 1972. He 
was a member and Past Noble Grand of L 0. 0.F. Marj 
was a member and Past Noble Grand of Mizpah 
Rebekah Lodge and a member of the U. C. W. Of this 
union there are three children; William (1940), Wen
dy (1943) and Gary (1952). The children attended 
the Arthur and Waskada Schools. William, better 
known as Bill, lives in Brandon. He is with the 
Department of Highways. Bill married Dagmar 
Blanck of Waskada in 1965. She is a Lab Technician. 
They have three girls; Colleen (1967), Carmala 
(1969) and Maureen (1976). Wendy continued her 
education, obtaining her certificate as a stenogra
pher. She married Murray Smart (see Smart histo
ry). Gary is an accountant and at present is with 
A.E.I. Telecommunications. He is married and with 
his wife, the former Carol Campbell, lives in Win
nipeg. He has one daughter, Angela (1971). 

Hainsworth, Arthur 
ARTHUR, born in 1911, was always called 

"Tobe". As a youngster, Arthur was always throw
ing stones. A man named Frank Bailey nicknamed 
him Tobe after Tobman, a baseball pitcher in the 
United States. He married CHRISTINA COWAN 
(1918-1973), daughter of Daniel and Elizabeth Cow
an (Divens), in 1940. They farmed 14-1-26, later 
moved to Waskada and continued farming. There are 
three girls, Barbara (1943), Bonnie (1946), and 
Neva (1953), born to this union. Tobe and Chrissie 
were active in the community. Tobe was a member of 
the Lions Club. Chrissie was with the U.C.W. and a 



Past Noble Grand and member of Mizpah Rebekah 
Lodge. Chrissie passed away in April 1973. The 
girls, Barbara and Bonnie, attended Arthur School 
for a few years. Later all three girls were students in 
Waskada School. Barbara married Ben Vanderra in 
1963. With their three children Monica (1967), Trent 
(1968) and Trina (1970), they are living at Rocky 
Mountain House, Alberta. Bonnie married Bob Di
vens in 1970 and lived in Winnipeg. He died in 1972. 
Later Bonnie married again to Paul Nusgart in 1974. 
With their two boys, Ryan (1975) and Kyle (1977) 
they are living in Houston, Texas. Neva trained as a 
secretary. She married Gary Wolfsom in 1979 and 
they live in Winnipeg. In October 1976 Tobe married 
Gertrude Bates (nee Skene). They lived in Winnipeg 
and now are residing in Maple Ridge, British Colum
bia. 

Hainsworth, James Weatherburn 
JAMES WEATHERBURN HAINSWORTH 

(1922-1979) received his education at Arthur. He too 
was a farmer. Five of the six men farmed in the 
Arthur District at one time. Jim served on many 
organizations. In 1945, he married JOYCE MAL· 
W (1924), youngest daughter of Wesley and Stella 
(Hamilton) Mallo. Joyce obtained her education at 
Coulter and Lyleton. Joyce and Jim took over the 
home farm. Born to' this union were three children, 
Roland (1947), Heather (1951) and an infant (1955 
deceased). Roland and Heather attended the Waskada 
School. Jim and Joyce were very active in the com
munity. Joyce is a member of the B.E.S.L. and 
Ladies' Curling Club and has many interests. Jim 
was a dedicated member of the Lions Club. He was 
one of the Arthur Councillors, serving from 1970 
untl his tragic death in August 1979. Joyce continues 
to live on the farm. 

Roland married Linda MacDonald, only daugh
ter of Wilbur and Margaret MacDonald of Clearwa
ter, in 1969. Linda was a secretary and 4-H member. 
Roland was a member of the 4-H Beef Club. He has a 
diploma in Agriculture. Both are interested in sports, 
especially curling. Roland is a member of the Lions 
Club. Roland and Linda with their daughter, Darcia 
Lyn, live on the home place. 

In 1969 Heather married Danny Meggison, the 
youngest son of Helen and the late James Meggison 
of Goodlands. They farm and live on NW 7-1-23, in 
the Goodlands District. Danny completed a course as 
a farrier and continues to do this along with farming. 
He is a lover of horses. Heather and Danny have won 
many trophies with their mules. They have two boys, 
James (1970) and Jay (1973) and a daughter, Sonja 
(1976). 
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Hainsworth, John Wilfred 
JOHN WILFRED (1925) finished his education 

in Waskada. During World War II, he served with the 
Royal Canadian Navy. After his discharge he farmed 
for a few years. Jack married Alberta C. MacDonald 
(1926-1977), older daughter of John and Elsie Mac
Donald (Gervin) of Deloraine in 1949. Betty was a 
school teacher, having taught in Waskada and Win
nipeg. John left the farm and worked for the Crown 
Zellerbach Paper Co. Ltd. in Winnipeg. With promo
tions, Betty and their two daughters, Catherine 
(1951) and Nancy (1953), moved with John to wher
ever his work called him. This was to Calgary, Ed
monton, back to Winnipeg and then to Regina. Betty 
continued to teach school. During these years, the 
girls received their education, Nancy in Anthropol
ogy and Cathy a Bachelor of Education. While living 
in Regina Betty became very ill and passed away in 
December 1977. 

Nancy married Darryl Goede in 1971 and they are 
living in Edmonton. They have a boy Michael (1974) 
and a girl, Jessica (1978). Cathy married Wayne 
Thomas of Hartney. Wayne and Cathy farm. They 
have one son, Drew (1982). In 1979, John married 
Olive Genereux of Saskatoon. They reside in Regina. 
John has been manager of the Crown Zellerbach 
Paper Wholesale there since 1974. 

Hall, George 
submitted by Verna Reynolds 

My parents, MR. and MRS. GEORGE HALL, 
came to Melita in 1928 or 1929 and settled on the 
farm owned by the Bruce Dobbyn family, three miles 
east of Melita. (4-4-26) From there we moved further 
east about two miles to a farm owned by a Mr. Fallis. 
(35-3-26) We rented that farm for about three years 
and then rented a farm near Broornhill owned by Mr. 
House who lived in Melita at that time. 

There were 11 children in our family: 
GERTRUDE, ADELAIDE, RUTH, ETHEL and 
DOROTHY who are all now deceased. BILL, 
mRAM, ELSIE, HERALD, PEARL and I, VER· 
NA were the only ones who lived at Melita. Herald, 
Pearl and I were the only ones who attended school. I 
can remember my teachers, Misses Garvie, McFad
den, McGregor, Merryweather, Taylor and Mr. 
Hume. The Principal was Mr. Garrett. Mr. Foster was 
our patient and friendly van driver, also a good neigh
bour. I can remember we kids in the van always 
looked forward to Friday nights as Mr. Foster would 
have a big bag of peanuts for a treat for us. I remem
ber his saying "If there is anything I like better than 
peanuts, it is more peanuts." 

Our years at Melita were in the worst of the 



depression years. I well remember the dust storms, 
the clouds of grasshoppers flying by that would 
darken the sun, and the crops and gardens disappear
ing overnight. Also the car loads of apples, vegeta
bles and coal shipped in and each family getting their 
share. 

There were also the good times, like the family 
driving to town Saturday nights in the Bennett buggy 
and the social gatherings among the neighbours on 
Friday nights. No one thought of hiring babysitters in 
those days. 

Finally in the fall of 1934 we moved to Arrow 
River, Manitoba and in time were all married and had 
our families. Bill lives at Decker; Hiram and Elsie in 
the U.S.A.; Herald at Crandall; Pearl at Virden. I live 
at Miniota. Father and Mother are both deceased. 
Father died in 1966 and Mother in 1971. 

In 1940 I married Laurence Reynolds. We farmed 
until 1975 when we retired and moved into town. We 
were blessed with three children. Wilma married 
Peter Kryshewsky of Hamiota. They have their own 
furniture moving business and live in Brandon. They 
have five children. 

Jack is a manager for the Royal Bank and lives in 
Ponoka, Alberta. He married Mary Hatch of Oak 
Lake and they have two children. 

Kenneth married Joan Moore of Port Hope, On
tario. They own a pizza business in Winnipeg. 

Hamel, Wilfred 
The first of the Hamel family arrived in Quebec 

City on June 19, 1656, from Saint-Aubin, a small 
village of Saane River, in the northern part of France. 
Wilfred Hamel's grandparents settled in part of the 
Northwest Territories, now known as Saskatchewan. 
His father married and homesteaded near Wauchope, 
Saskatchewan. 

On July 13, 1937, WILFRED, with Clarence 
Junk and family, Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Kearns and 
George Watson, moved their cattle and household 

Electric lights via wind charger - Wilfred Hamel from 
1937-44. 
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goods from Auburnton, Saskatchewan into the 
Melita area to put up hay for the winter. Stanley 
Kearns and wife settled on the Ball farm at Pierson. 
George Watson settled on a farm south of Keith 
Sherman's. Wilfred settled on what was then known 
as the Charles Henry farm, five miles north and one 
mile east of Melita. Clarence Junk and family were a 
mile east of Wilfred on the Ketcheson farm. 

Wilfred started plowing the land in the spring of 
1938 with a three-furrow plow pulled by eight 
horses. He was among the first farmers in the district 
to have a windcharger for electricity. 

He moved in the spring of 1945 and now farms 
three miles south of Reston, Manitoba. 

Hamilton, Thomas 
THOMAS HAMILTON (1866-1948) came by 

oxcart to the Browns District in 1889, and settled on 
25-4-27, where he built and lived in a sod house until 
1901. 

In January 1901 he married CLARICE LONG
MAN (1877-1940) of the Lyleton district and started 
to build the farmsite that summer. Three sons and one 
daughter were born on the farm. The second son, 
ELDON, was accidentally drowned by falling in a 
well in 1905 at the age of 18 months. 

The eldest son, WALTER, took over the farm in 
1923 and resided there until 1976 when he moved into 
Melita. Walter never married and passed away in 
October 1980 at the age of 79 years. 

LAWRENCE was born in 1907 and left the 
Melita district in 1933, settling in the Maryfield 
district, later moving to Elkhorn. He married Elsie 
Edmonds of Maryfield in April 1935 and they raised 
a family of seven. Lawrence passed away in February 
1962. 

EVELYN was born in July, 1915 and married 
Llewelyn (Buck) Phair in May, 1937 (see Buck Phair 
history). 

Harbottle, John 
MR. and MRS. JOHN HARBOTTLE (nee 

AGNES SMELLIE) moved by train from the Fergus, 
Ontario area in 1908 and settled on a farm in the 
Napinka area the same year. 

Mr. Harbottle was born in Ontario in 1873. Mrs. 
Harbottle was born 1876 and they were married in 
1897. Mr. Harbottle died in 1956 and Mrs. Harbottle 
in 1957. 

Of that union there were three daughters, MYR
TLE, born in Ontario in 1902 (deceased in 1904); 
LILLIAN, born at Napinka in 1909 (died in 1910), 
and JEAN, born at Napinka in 1910. She married 
Ernest Drake of Strathclair, Manitoba. She died in 
1942. 



There were also six sons. RUSSELL, born in 
Ontario in 1899, married Agnes Bishop of Winnipeg 
in 1927. He died in 1964; Agnes in 1980. JOHN, 
born in Ontario in 1903, married EDITH BARKER 
of Melita in 1928. He died in 1975. LAWRENCE, 
born in Ontario in 1905, married Catherine Pash of 
Binscarth, Manitoba. He died in 1970. ARNOLD 
born at Napinka in 1912, married VIVIAN BAN· 
NERMAN of Melita in 1940. MILNE, born at 
Napinka in 1914, married EDNA CLARK of the 
Melita area in 1941. ALEXANDER born at Napinka 
in 1916, died in 1916. 

The family were involved in all community ac
tivities. The father and five sons were members of the 
Loyal Orange Lodge. 

Harvey, F. L. 
taken from Enterprise April 28, 1892 

MR. F. L. HARVEY has been connected with the 
press in journalistic work for the past 25 years, hav
ing commenced his career as a writer for the Toronto 
Leader. At different times he represented some of the 
leading papers of the Eastern States and Canada, and 
travelled over the greater part of America and Europe 
in their interests. Later he was connected with the 
press in Winnipeg and represented the Tribune of that 
city. Later still he was connected with the Brandon 
Sun. Last fall, however, he determined the starting of 
a newspaper of his own, and after visiting a number 
of towns in the province, decided to start in Melita. 
He accordingly purchased a printing plant, and is
sued the first number of his paper, The Enterprise, on 
November 12, 1891. Since then he has been in our 
midst, and has made many warm friends. We have 
the painful duty this week of recording the death of 
Mr. F. L. Harvey, editor of the Enterprise on Monday 
the 18th instant at the Grand Union Hotel in this 
place. The funeral took place Wednesday the 20th 
with The Revs. White and Collinge officiating. Ten 
days before his death he accidently had his leg frac
tured, and not being in the best of health at the time, 
was unable to withstand the shock. 

Harmon, William 
In March 1906 WILLIAM HARMON quit his 

job in a chair factory in Orangeville, Ontario, to 
come to Melita. He came on a freight train carrying 
machinery, furniture and household effects of James 
I. Anderson. Mrs. Anderson and family followed by 
passenger train. Mr. Harmon hired on as a labourer 
on the farm of William Paxton. In 1907 he rented a 
farm from Wes Crane on W 32-4-27 until the fall of 
1911, when he rented the Dick Cole farm on 23-4-27. 

In January 1912 he and HELEN ANDERSON, 
daughter of James Anderson, were married and a 
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Wm. Harmon family. Back: Dick. Bill. Joyce. Bette. Jack. Doro
thy. Marge. Mona. Front: Stewart. Mom and Dad. 

short time later bought the Cole farm and resided 
there until 1954 when they retired to live in Melita. 

He was on the school board of Browns' School 
District for many years and served as municipal 
councillor for Arthur for 13 years. 

Before her marriage Mrs. Harmon taught at 
Browns' School, from 1909 to 1911. She began teach
ing at age 16. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harmon had a family of nine, four 
sons; JACK, BILL, DICK and STEWART; and 
five daughters; MONA, MARJORIE, DORO· 
THY, BETTE and JOYCE. 

Mr. Harmon passed away in 1963 and at the time 
of writing in 1982 Mrs. Harmon is in her 90th year, 
she resides in the Personal Care Home in Melita and 
it was she who wrote this article. 

Mona had two girls and two boys; Helen and 
Janice, Jim and Brian. Mrujorie had four boys and 
one girl; Bill, Gary, Doug, Kingsley and Betty 
Lou. Bette had one boy and one girl, Robert and 
Shirley Ann. Joyce had two boys, Terry and Rick. 
Jack, Bill, Dick and Stewart histories follow. 

Atthe time of writing, May 26, 1982, there are 25 
grandchildren, 30 great-grandchildren and five 
great-great-grandchildren. 

Dorothy (submitted by Dorothy Garnett) is the 
third daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Harmon Sr., 
born on the home farm on September 1, 1917. She 
attended Browns Shool and her first teacher was 
Florence Blair (Mrs. Hambley). She remembers hav
ing to sit on the school dictionary to be able to reach 
the desk. 

The next years were filled with Browns picnics, 
Christmas tree concerts and all the activities of a 
small community, which were all "homemade" . She 



says "We had the best softball team in the country 
with four Hannons, four Sterlings, Ray Baumgarten 
and Bill Mason, with our parents the biggest root
ers." 

Then came the depression with the dust and the 
grasshoppers. She remembers the family had a car, a 
piano and a phone. Her dad said something had to go 
and Mother wanted the phone for any emergency; the 
kids wanted the piano for entertainment and so the 
car was put up on blocks and we weathered the 
depression with a Bennett buggy for transportation. 

Dorothy took her Grade XI and XII in Melita 
SchooL Grade XII was being taught for the first time 
in Melita and the classroom was in the laboratory. 

After completing school she went to work for the 
Melita Creamery and in 1943 went to Deloraine to 
work for Manitoba Co-op. During the next 14 years 
she was transferred to several towns in Manitoba 
from Deloraine in the south, to Ste. Rose du Lac in 
the north, where only two others spoke English flu
ently. 

In 1957 she married W. W. (Duke) Garnett of 
Miami, Manitoba and moved to Surrey, British Co
lumbia where she was an active member of the 
Legion and the Cerebral Palsy Association. In Au
gust 1969 her hu.sband died and she returned to 
Melita. Dorothy now resides in Melita Lodge. 

Harmon, Jack 
On November 9, 1943 JACK HARMON mar

ried JOAN WEBBER of Crandall, Manitoba. They 
lived with Jack's parents, Mr. and Mrs. W. Harmon 
Sr., until the spring of 1945, when they moved to 
14-4-27, the old Crane farm, where they have resided 
ever since. 

Jack Harmon family. L.-R., Back: John, Jack, Joan, Sharon, 
Randy. Front: Jeff, Bonnie, Glen. 
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Their son, John, was born October 29,1944 and 
now resides on NE 6-5-26. They have a daughter 
Sharon, born October 3, 1946. She now resides at 
McLeod Lake, British Columbia with her husband 
Robert Haight, and two children Randy and 
Chrissie. Randy was born March 19, 1951. He was 
killed in a car accident February 11, 1967. Jeff was 
born July 25, 1955 and resides at home. Glen was 
born July 4, 1956. He married Sheila Bugg on Feb
ruary 14, 1976. They have two children Monica and 
Kevin. They reside on NE 14-4-27. Bonnie was born 
December 29, 1958 and married Steve Yeomans on 
June 15, 1974. They have two children, Alison and 
Chad, and now reside in La Riviere. 

The farm has enlarged considerably in the past 
years, with all the sons involved, and is now known 
as Harmon Farms. 

Harmon, Bill 
BILL married JOYCE NICHOLS, daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. Elwood "Hap" Nichols of Elva in 
January 1960. They now farm in the Bede District on 
NE 24-5-27. They have four boys: Lloyd, Bob, 
Gerry and Barry, all at home. 

Harmon, Dick 
DICK HARMON, born in 1930, was raised on 

the family farm and later farmed in the Melita area 
until 1963, when he sold his cattle and moved into 
Melita, taking up a trade as carpenter. He apprenticed 
for four years before operating his own business 
under Hannon Construction. He married HELEN 
(O'REILLY) WILSON in 1969. They have no fam
ily and continue to reside in Melita. 

Harmon, Stewart Franklin 
STEWART FRANKLIN HARMON was born 

February 14, 1937. He married MARLENE 
McMILLAN, daughter of Ray and Ger.tie 
McMillan, of Gainsborough, on August 22, 1957 
and took up residence on the family farm. 

They have three children: Tammy, born January 
17, 1958; Debbie, born March 25, 1961; and Jim, 
born August 4, 1963. 

Harper, Hilton 
HESTER, the second eldest of a family of ten, 

was born to John William and Margaret (Clarke) 
Watkins at Barna, Clockjordan, Tipperary County, 
Ireland. The family moved to Canada in 1928. Hester 
was married in Winnipeg, in 1934, to Thomas 
Christopher Smithson. He, with his parents, Christo
pher and Sarah (Grant), also of Barna, Clockjordan, 
came to Reston in 1905. 



Tom and Hester resided in the Reston District 
until 1949 when Tom found employment at Scarth, 
Manitoba. Due to a serious accident he remained in 
hospital in Brandon until his death in 1959. 

Hester and her family moved north of Melita to 
17-4-26 in 1952. In 1960 she married HILTON 
HARPER and has since resided at 89 Elm Street in 
Melita. 

Hilton was born March 14,1899 at Reston to Tom 
and Mary Harper of Lanark, Ontario. He was raised 
in the Reston District. His daughter, SHIRLEY, 
lives at Devon, Alberta. 

Hilton moved to Melita in 1952, living north of 
town on 17-4-26 for three years before moving into 
Melita. In 1960 he married Hester Smithson. Their 
son RAYMOND lives in Melita. 

After moving to the Melita area he was employed 
at Jensen's mink ranch. Later, he worked for Percy 
Brockinton and Royal Pue. He was well known to the 
youngsters as caretaker of the skating rink for 17 
years, also assisting at the arena for two years. Hilton 
passed away in 1978 at the Assiniboine Hospital, 
Brandon. 

The Smithson family attended Melita School. 
GEORGE and his family of six live at Fort St. John, 
British Columbia. CHRIS and SHEILA and one 
child live at Pipestone. MARGARET (TOOTS) and 
her family of three are at Sylvan Lake, Alberta. 
CLARKE passed away June 1,1977. LUCILLE and 
Fred Langevin and their family of three live at 
Eckville, Alberta. PATSY married BOB TILBURY 
(see Robert Tilbury history). BILL and Madeline 
and two sons are at Devon, Alberta. ROSS and 
Marlene and two girls live at Irma, Alberta. LINDA 
married RUSSELL CHA.MPION (see Russell 
Champion history). Ray married COLLEEN 
LEWIS (see Ray Smithson history). 

Hemeryck, Anthony 
TONIE HEMERYCK born at Deloraine 1921, 

received his early education at Brook school, then 
helped at the home farm east of Goodlands. In July 
1940, he enlisted at Winnipeg, served 47 months 
overseas until his discharge in November 1945. Upon 
returning to civilian life he worked in the Minto 
district and also at the John Deere shop in Deloraine 
in 1948. 

In 1948 he married GEORGETTE LEPOUDRE, 
daughter of Gaston and Julia Sunaert of the Chester
field district. Georgette was born at Deloraine, re
ceiving her education at Flossie, Marsden and 
Bidford schools. She spent a short time in Ontario, 
along with her parents. The summer saw employ
ment in the tobacco fields, which was most interest-
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L-R.: Georgette, Dennis. Lorna and Tonie Hemeryck. 

ing, the fall season in sugar beet fields, which wasn't 
an easy task. 

Upon their marriage they took up farming on 
12-3-26 and in 1954 purchased 9-3-26 known as the 
Drysdale farm. This was the family home until 1972 
when they moved to their home in Melita, at which 
time Tonie was the steward for the Legion Lounge 
#127 which had opened in 1970 and remained there 
until April 1978. Both are active in community, 
sports, and are members of Legion and Auxiliary. 

The family consists of a daughter, LORNA 
JOZE and a son DENNIS KENNETH. 

Lorna received her elementary education at 
Chesterfield school 408 until 1958, when the district 
consolidated with Melita. She was interested in 
sports and 4-H. In 1964 as a Grade XI student from 
Antler River School Division, she was among the 
young people chosen by the Centennial Commission 
of Canada to visit other provinces. She was attached 
to the group that visited the province of Quebec, 
visiting Montreal, Quebec City and Ottawa. Lorna 
graduated at Melita Collegiate in 1965. Upon gradu
ating from Teachers' College at Brandon in 1966, she 
commenced her teaching profession at Rossburn and 
Russell, Manitoba and Saskatoon, later being a Con
sultant for Special Services and also a Language Arts 
Consultant. 

In 1974 she married John Grismer of Hodgeville, 
Saskatchewan, both continuing work at Saskatoon. 

They moved to Meadow Lake in 1977 where John 
is employed with the Department of Indian and 
Northern Affairs. They have three sons, twins Ryan 



Shean and Cory Shane, born in 1978 and Kenelm 
Zane, born in 1981. Lorna still teaches at Meadow 
Lake and received her Bachelor of Education at 
Saskatoon in May 1982. 

Hemeryck, Dennis 
Dennis Kenneth also received his elementary ed

ucation at Chesterfield School until consolidation. 
He was active in sports such as track and field, minor 
and senior baseball, curling and on two occasions 
attended the Legion Athletic Camp at the Peace Gar
dens. He was also a school band member. Upon 
graduation in 1968, he attended Technical School at 
Assiniboine College in Brandon, obtaining employ
ment with Manitoba Hydro in 1970. He served at 
several stations in Boissevain, Rivers, Brandon, 
Souris, Reston, South Indian Lake, Norway House, 
Selkirk and Neepawa. 

In 1973 he married Patricia Mudry of Roma, 
Saskatchewan. They have two sons, Bradley Dennis 
born in 1977 and Darren Patrick born in 1979. 
Presently Dennis is an electrical maintenance techni
cian in Winnipeg where he and his family reside. 

Henry, Charles Adam 
submitted by (Nellie) Mrs. Hector McRae 

CHARLES ADAM HENRY was born in 
Thomasberg, Ontario in 1878, while LILLIE MAY 
ROLLINS was born in Cooper, Ontario in 1874. 
They were united in marriage at Cooper, Ontario on 
August 13, 1902. They lived in Belleville, Ontario 
before coming to Manitoba in 1904. 

Father farmed near Napinka until he purchased 
the farm of his Uncle, Frank Ketcheson, in the West 
Brenda District. In 1911, they rented out the farm and 
moved into Melita, where Father was employed by 
the Lake of the Woods Milling Co. In 1916, we 

L..R.: Mrs. Henry, Elsie, Nellie, Ben, Mr. Henry. Front: Nora, 
Leo, Norman, Florence. 
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moved to Elva. Father took charge of the firm's 
elevator there and remained in charge until he left for 
Vancouver, B.C. in 1928. 

There were eight children in the family: 
NELLIE, ELSIE, BEN, FLORENCE, NORAH, 
twins, NORMAN and RUTH (Ruth died in infan
cy), and LEO. The children attended school in 
Melita and Elva. Later, they all married and now live 
in Vancouver, or nearby in the Fraser Valley. 

Mother passed away in Elva in 1922, Father in 
Vancouver in 1967, sister Florence in Chilliwack in 
1968. 

There are 15 grandchildren, 32 great grand
children, and 6 great great grandchildren. 

Hibbert, Arthur 
MR. and MRS. ARTHUR HIBBERT, with their 

family, came from England and farmed in the Verona 
district for some years. About 1924 they moved to 
Winnipeg. Both Mr. and Mrs. Hibbert were active in 
the Sunday School at Verona. 

Mr. Hibbert was the service supervisor of the 
Modem Laundry and Dye Works Company in Win
nipeg for many years. He died at the age of 61. Mrs. 
Hibbert died at the age of 86. They had four sons
ROY, LESLIE, GEOFFREY and KENNETH. 

Roy was manager of the Hudson's Bay Gro
ceteria, later manager of Eaton's store in Portage la 
Prairie. For a number of years he was manager of the 
Riverside Iron Works. He died in 1981 in Calgary at 
the age of 77. He had been the Canadian manager of 
Franklin Serum Company in Calgary for 25 years. 
He married Lillian Turner and she still lives in Cal
gary. 

When the family moved to Winnipeg, Leslie, 
too, worked for Modem Laundry and Dye Works 
Company and became the route supervisor. At the 
time of his death in 1964 he had been assistant man
ager of Crown Life for 22 years. He and his wife, 
Orpha, had one daughter, Shirley. Shirley married 
David Mathers. They have four children and live in 
Winnipeg. 

Geoff and his wife Margaret live at Nelson, Brit
ish Columbia. Prior to moving to Nelson, Geoff had 
been security officer at lnco Mines in Thompson. For 
18 years Geoff was a policeman in Winnipeg. He had 
a son, Jim, to a previous marriage. Jim now lives in 
Calgary and has four children. 

Kenneth, the youngest of the family, and his 
wife, Jessie, live in Medicine Hat. He has opened his 
own real estate company there and is also a mortgage 
broker. Prior to moving to Medicine Hat, he had been 
in real estate for 14 years. His wife, Jessie, retired 
from the Health Sciences Centre, Winnipeg where 



she had been the director of the School of Nursing. 
All their children are married. 

Don and his wife, Myrtle, live in Vancouver and 
have two sons. 

Diane and her husband, Tony Wood, live in 
Spokane, Washington and have a son. 

Suzanne and her husband, David Henrichs, live 
in Spokane, and have two sons and one daughter. 

John and wife, Betty, live in Edmonton and have 
one son and one daughter. 

Hicks, Ed 
ED and MYRTLE HICKS and family arrived in 

Melita from Boissevain in 1949. They had a family of 
eight children; five boys and three girls. The children 
took most of their education in Melita. They all 
worked on paper routes during the years and also 
worked in various stores in town to earn their own 
spending money. 

Ed Hicks was employed at the Melita Creamery 
and also did various other work. Myrtle was em
ployed at the Creamery and also worked as a cook in 
two different restaurants in town. Myrtle passed 
away in December of 1980. Ed Hicks is now retired 
and living in Melita. 

ELEANOR, married Glen Fisher in 1957 and 
they are now residing at Quesnel, British Columbia. 
They have three daughters; Connie, Trudy and 
Christine. connie married Marvin Turchinetz. They 
reside in Chetwynd, British Columbia and have one 
daughter. Trudy married Ron Ramseyer and they 
reside in Melita. They have one daughter. Christine 
resides at home with her parents in Quesnel, British 
Columbia. 

CLIFFORD married SHIRLEY VAN· 
BESELARE in 1964. They have three children: 
Michelle, born in May, 1965; Todd, born in Decem
ber 1967 and Jason, born in May 1974. Cliff is now 
employed as the Secretary-Treasurer for the Town of 
Melita and Shirley owns and operates the Nifty Nook 
in Melita. 

BRYON served in the Royal Canadian Navy 
from 1958 to 1963. He married JEAN MORRAN in 
1964. They have one son Lawrence who is graduat
ing from Grade XII in 1982 and plans to attend 
Assiniboine College to take Business Administra
tion. Bryon is now in partnerhship at D & H Farm 
Sales which is a Shell Oil Bulk Fuel station in Melita. 
Jean continues to teach school in Melita. 

KAREN was born in 1943 and lived in Rossburn 
until 1946 when the family moved to Boissevain 
where her father operated the egg and poultry station. 
She graduated from Melita Collegiate in 1962 and 
then worked in the Royal Bank of Canada in Melita 
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until 1966. In 1966 she was transferred to Winnipeg 
with the bank and still resides there, employed by the 
same bank. 

BURTON married DARLENE JONES in 1966. 
They have three children, Chad, Shauna and Ryan. 
Burt and Darlene lived in Brandon, The Pas, and 
Winnipeg, returning to Melita in 1972. They owned 
and operated the Melita Quick Freeze for seven 
years. They reside in Melita where Burt is employed 
as a meat cutter for Souris Valley Processors. Darlene 
is a beauty consultant with Mary Kay Cosmetics. 

BRENDA was born in 1949 and was raised and 
educated in Melita. She married Richard Mitchell of 
Winnipeg in 1969. They have two children; Stephen, 
born in 1977 and Jennifer in 1978. The family pres
ently resides in Lethbridge, Alberta where Richard is 
employed by an insurance company. 

RALPH married Helen Gebhardt in 1974 and 
now resides outside of Ste. Anne, Manitoba. Ralph is 
employed in Winnipeg with the Canadian Grain 
Commission. They have two children; Heather and 
Jonathon. They are moving to Quebec in the sum
mer of 1982. 

LYLE, married Jean Pasieczka in 1978. They 
reside in Winnipeg and Lyle is employed by the 
Canadian Grain Commission. Jean worked for Man
itoba Hydro. They have one son Adam born in 1982. 

Higgins, Norman James 
NORMAN JAMES HIGGINS was born in 1878. 

He married KATHERINE EMILA WOERMKE at 
Port Arthur, Ontario in 1904. Katherine was born at 
Chalk River, Ontario in 1887. 

Their eldest son, NORRIS, was born in 1905 at 
Port Arthur, and then they moved to Melita in 1905, 

L.-R.: Erla, Norman, Norris, Kate, Ted Higgins. 



where their son Ted was born in 1906, and daughter 
Erla in 1907. 

Norman went overseas in 1915 with the 22nd 
Battalion, returning in 1918. He was in the paint 
decorating business but retired early after being 
gassed in the First World War. He died at Deer Lodge 
Hospital on April 5, 1950 and is buried in Melita 
Cemetery. 

Katherine passed away January 14, 1978. 
Norris and his family live in Victoria. Ted mar

ried Meda Farrow. They are both deceased; Ted in 
1980. 

Erla and family live in Winnipeg. 

Holden, Charles P. 
MR. HOLDEN'S life in Melita was an active 

one, and is entitled to a full share of credit for the 
community's upbuilding. The Melita Band was one 
of his favourite organizations. He was a member for 
47 years. His name was also recorded in the member
ship of the Canadian Foresters, the Lo.o.F. Lodge, 
and the L. 0. L. He served both as a councilor and 
president of the Board of Trade, as a member of the 
Town Council and the board of Melita Consolidated 
School. The Curling Club will remember him as one 
of its oldest members. Victoria Methodist Church 
and later Victoria United Church found him a staunch 
and faithful servant on the board and in later years as 
an Elder. He was also a member of the choir for many 
years. Service to the community was something of 
supreme importance to Mr. Holden. He was well 
known and highly esteemed over the entire southwest 
part of the province. (Compiled by M. R. Eyers) 

C. P. Holden, Sarah Allis Holden. 

In 1893 he married MARY JANE MORRISON. 
Of this union there were three children: A son, 
WILFRED, was killed in action in 1917 and two 
daughters both died in infancy. Mary Jane passed 
away in 1902. Mr. Holden then married SARAH 
ALLIS BAXTER (daughter of Alvin and Charlotte 
(Gould) Baxter) in 1906. 
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Mrs. Holden was born in Woodstock, Ontario 
1880 and accompanied her parents to the Melita-Elva 
District in her girlhood. She received her education at 
Pierson and Melita Schools and took up the teaching 
profession. She taught school at Princess, Copley 
and Sourisford, prior to her marriage to C. P. Hold
en. She resided in Melita ti1l1955 when she went to 
British Columbia. She was a member of the Method
ist Church and later the United Church and took an 
active part in congregational activities and women's 
organizations with the church. She passed away at 
White Rock, British Columbia, in 1962. Their family 
consisted of four sons and one daughter. 

EWART, born in 1908, resides at Melita (see 
Ewart Holden history). MERVYN, born in 1909, 
Melita's own Charlie Chaplin, left Melita in the 
1930's and passed away at Rutland, British Columbia 
in 1973. WINSTON, born in 1910, passed away in 
1938 at Melita. GERALD, born in 1913, ran the 
business for a few years after his father's death. He 
spent a few years in New Zealand and Newfoundland 
prior to making his home in British Columbia. He 
passed away in 1977. 

AVIS, born in 1915, married JACK KENNER 
(son of Howard and Rhoda). They had one daughter, 
Arlene, residing in British Columbia. Avis passed 
away in 1980 at New Westminster, British Columbia. 
(submitted by V. E. Holden) 

Holden, Ewart 
EWART HOLDEN has spent his lifetime in 

Melita where he operates a mink ranch. He married 
VIVIAN ELSIE BEEDlE, daughter of John and 
Rachel Beedie, of the Pierson District, in 1940. Their 
family of six (four sons and two daughters) are: 

Winston (Winnie), born in 1941, married Denise 
M. Sharpe in 1968. They have two daughters, Car
olyn and Monica. They reside in Melita. 

John (Jack), born in 1942, passed away acci
dently in 1964. 

Heather, born in 1944, married Metro Harasyn. 
They have a son and a daughter and are living in 
Calgary. 

Tim, born in 1952, resides at Melita. 
Robin, born in 1962, works for A.G.T. in Cal

gary. 
David, born in 1962 is presently attending Mount 

Royal College in Calgary. (submitted by V. E. Hold
en). 

Holstein, Erick 
ERICK HOLSTEIN, his wife MABEL, and fam

ily, moved to Melita from the Tilston District in 
August, 1958. Erick was the Watkins Dealer for 
Melita and the surrounding area until his death, Janu-



L.-R., Front: Harry, Marcella, Mabel, Erick. Back: Eunice, 
Chuck Holstein. 

ary 24, 1967. Mabel worked in the Solo Store from 
1968 until she retired in 1979. 

CHARLES ERICK graduated from Grade XII 
at M.C'!. in 1959 and joined the R.C.A.F. that fall. 
He married Audrey Sinclair of Virden on July 25, 
1964. He is now a major stationed in Edmonton. 
Chuck and Audrey have four children: Lori, Karen, 
Jennifer and Kevin. 

MARCELLA MAE graduated from Grade XI at 
M.C'!. in 1959 and took her R.N. training at Bot
tineau School of Nursing, Bottineau, North Dakota. 
She married James Mathiason of St. John, North 
Dakota on July 4, 1963. Marc and Jim have five girls: 
Michelle, Mardelle, Stephanie, Jacqueline and 
Melanie, and live in Mohall, North Dakota. 

EUNICE MARIE graduated from Grade XII at 
M. C. I. in 1968 and took teacher training at Red River 
Community College in Winnipeg. She married 
Michael Kufflick of Brandon on August 22, 1970. 
Eunice and Michael have two boys, Dustin and 
Jeromie John, and live in Brandon. 

HARRY GRANT graduated from Grade XII at 
M.C.1. in 1973. Harry is a chef. He married Simone 
Headon of St. John's Newfoundland on June 26, 
1982. Harry and Simone live in Fort McMurray, 
Alberta with their son Erick. 

Hooper, Ernest Victor 
by Walter Hooper 

ERNEST VICTOR HOOPER was born Decem
ber 5, 1873 at Barton Mills, Barton St. David, 
Somerset, England. He came to Canada in 1895, 
arriving in Melita in July of that year. He then worked 
on the farms of John S. Thompson and E. Attridge, 
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south of the Verona District. He made his home at the 
John Smarts and the Attridges. From here he went 
across the United States border to Montana where he 
worked on a sheep and horse ranch for four years. 
While there he became acquainted with the famous 
artist of "Winter Scenes", Charles Russell, who also 
was working at the same ranch. He later moved to 
Great Falls. 

In 1902 Ernest returned to the Verona District and 
purchased E 14-2-26 from Peter Campbell, which he 
had homesteaded. In June 1904 he married EMMA 
MARGUERITE (DAISY) DAVIS, only daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Davis. This wedding was the first 
for the new Presbyterian Church (now United 
Church) in Waskada. This wedding was conducted 
by Rev. Barcley. Miss Maude Smith was bridesmaid 
and Noel Turnoir was best man. 

Of this union there were seven children: 
MADGE, born in 1905, married Orval Tibbett of 
Waskada in 1927 who now live in Portage la Prairie. 
They farmed at Waskada, as well as Elm Creek. 
There family consisted of three sons and three daugh
ters. Ross of Neepawa, married Anna MacLean. 
They have three sons. Roy, of Elm Creek, married 
Donald English. They have one daughter. Jean of 
Culross, Manitoba married Don Paulsen. They have 
two sons and one daughter. George, of Elm Creek, 
married Lorraine McRae. They have one daughter. 
Norma of Edmonton, married Victor Lazarowich. 
They have three sons. Marjorie of Bamsley, Man
itoba, married Gerald Lehmann. They have one son 
and one daughter. 

DOROTHY, born in 1906, married Robert Mur
ray of Margaret, Manitoba and is now living in 
RocanvilIe, Saskatchewan where "Bob" has his bar
bershop and poolroom. 

MAUDE, now living in Victoria, was born in 
1908. She married Dixon (Dick) Stalker ofWaskada 
in r935. Dick passed away in 1960. They had two 
sons and one daughter. One son died in infancy. Dick 
was a grain buyer at Dalny and Waskada. Bob, of 
Victoria, has one son and three daughters. Marie of 
Abbotsford, British Columbia, married Gregory 
McLean of Nova Scotia. They have two sons. 

VERA, born in March 1910, married Roderick 
McLean of Waskada. Rod operated the hardware 
store and tinsmith shop. He passed away in 1978. 
They had one son and one daughter. Bill is in Win
nipeg and Marlene is in Edmonton. 

CHARLES, born in 1912, married Edith Kromer 
of Baldur, Manitoba, where they have retired. They 
have one daughter. 

JACK (twin) was born September 23, 1918 and 
lives in Waskada. He married HELEN SMART in 
1947. They have three sons. Victor, a teacher, is in 



Winnipeg. Douglas married Heather Moir from 
Tilston. He lives on the former John Slater farm, also 
farmed by Russell Wickham for a number of years. 
They have three daughters, Nicole, Brandi and 
Loretta. Davis, of Waskada, lives on E 14-2-26. 
Doug and Davis farm their operations in partnership 
with their father Jack. 

WALTER (twin) born September 23,1918, mar
ried Grace Wickham of Lestock, Saskatchewan in 
1943 and is now retired in Waskada. They have two 
daughters. Lorraine married David Cheyne of 
Waskada and is now living in Winnipeg. They have 
one son and three daughters. Shelley is married to 
James Christie from Stonewall, Manitoba. They re
side in Winnipeg. 

The Hoopers first resided on the John Davis farm 
(E 10-2-26) for four years, when they moved to their 
own farm on E 14-2-26 in 1907. During their years of 
farming, crops were lost by hail, grasshoppers and 
drought, which made conditions difficult. They also 
lost their bam by fire caused by lightning running 
down the fence which was connected to the bam. 
They also lost their house in December, 1922. After 
the house fire the family decided to move into 
Waskada, as the older ones were ready for high 
school. At this time Ernest was buying grain for the 
Lake of the Woods at Dalny. The following year a 
small house was built on the farm for the hired help. 
Later Ernest was transferred into the elevator at 
Waskada, where he managed until 1936 when at this 
time he left the elevator and moved back to the farm 
where they stayed until 1946. 

Charlie and Jack served with the army in World 
War II. Charlie went to Italy and Jack to Germany. 
After the war Ernest and Daisy moved back into 
Waskada and Walter took over the farm. Jack moved 
onto the Tom Veitch farm on 10-2-26 after his return 
from overseas and marriage. Charlie went onto York
ton and worked on road construction and then on to 
Calgary. 

Ernest was quite active on the Verona School 
Board for many years; when in town he was inter
ested in sports of all kinds. Daisy was active in her 
church work which included playing the organ for 
church services, and caring for the sick. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hooper celebrated their 50th Wed
ding Anniversary on June 14, 1954 at their home in 
Waskada with all the family present along with many 
relatives and friends. Daisy passed away very sud
denly at her home on January 22, 1957 and Ernest 
after a short illness at the Deloraine Hospital on 
September 12, 1958. 
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Hoover, Gordon 
by daughter, Sylvia 

GORDON HOOVER came to Melita from On
tario. He married JESS LEWIS (daughter of Rev. 
Henry and Annie Lewis) on July 16, 1920. His par
ents were David and Lucy Hoover. He moved into the 
Lewis house. Their only child, SYLVIA, was born in 
that house in 1922. 

Gordon was in partnership in the Boyd and Hoov
er store and ice-cream parlor until 1927 when he sold 
out to his partner. After that he had many jobs. One of 
the most interesting was driving a meat truck for 
Musson's Butcher Shop. That meant six trips a week 
to surrounding areas, and he knew all the customers 
and brought home errands from them for this small 
daughter to run to the various stores and Eatons order 
office at the Creamery. During the depression his 
efforts to make a living were augmented by Jessie's 
taking in boarders: a procession of teachers and bank 
boys lived at the house. 

Serving in both World Wars, Gordon had a long 
time association with the Royal Canadian Legion. He 
was also a faithful Oddfellow. He taught a boys' class 
at United Church Sunday School for countless years. 
His love of hockey led him to coach, in fact until he 
said the Pee Wees were bowling him over! In failing 
health, he collapsed at a hockey game and died the 
next morning, on March 25, 1956. 

Jessie was a founder of the Southwestern Fes
tival. She served as a Red Cross worker, making 
countless garments, through both wars. Her member
ship in the Legion Auxiliary was at the time of 
building the Community.Hall. She was a church 
worker, loved the music and sang alto in choirs and 
the congregation. She actually lived in that Lewis 

Mrs. Gordon Hoovers 80th birthday with daughter Sylvia. 



house for 71 years. Then she took up residence in 
Central Park Lodge, Brandon, where she soon be
came content enough to state that the only trouble 
was she had nothing to complain about! 

Sylvia grew up during the depression thinking 
that it was called the Dirty Thirties because the dust 
blew all the time. Actually, it was a good time for 
children, but must have been a tough time for par
ents. 

Money for education past Melita's High School 
was mostly nonexistent. Sylvia felt fortunate to have 
a job starting the day after she graduated. It was at the 
Royal Bank. She moved to a few places in Manitoba, 
and then married Nelson Doran at Birtle, became a 
housewife, and eventually a mother of four, and, at 
time of writing, grandmother of six. 

Horsley, William 
WILLIAM HORSLEY was born in Sherburn, 

Yorkshire in 1872. As a young man he emigrated 
from England to Canada and worked for some years 
as a farm hand in the County of York, north of 
Toronto. About the tum of the century he came to 
Elva and purchased a half section of land from the 
C.P.R., located on 27-2-28, about five and one-half 
miles southwest of Elva (Maple Grove Farm). 

In 1902 he married MARY ANN SKELTON, 
who had come west to keep house for her brother, 
James Skelton. The wedding ceremony was per
formed in the Presbyterian Manse by the Rev. 
Omand. In 1904 their only child, EMILY JANE, 
was born. 

Emily received her elementary education at 
North Antler School, travelling the three and one
half miles in a pony cart drawn by her Shetland pony, 
"Punch" . High school was taken in Elva and Lyleton 
and teacher's training in Brandon Normal School. 
After a period of teaching, Emily continued studies at 
the Brandon Conservatory of Music in voice and 
piano. 

In 1930 she married Rev. FRANK 
ARMSTRONG, minister of the Elva-Pierson charge 
at the time (see Frank Armstrong history). 

House, Nathan 
by Walter Knee House 

In 1903, my father, NATHAN HOUSE, immi
grated from St. John's, Newfoundland. He brought 
my mother and we four children to Melita, which was 
to be our home for over 40 years. 

My mother died in 1908 and this led to the disper
sal of our family for a number of years. I stayed with 
my father. 

I wish, at this time, to pay tribute to my father. He 
was a man of limited education. However, he was a 
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gifted speaker, could preach and took a keen interest 
in school affairs, as well as the Melita Hospital. 

In February of 1916, at age 15 years and three 
months, I WALTER enlisted in the Melita Platoon of 
the 22nd Battalion and served in France. 

My experience, while a patient in English hospi
tals recovering from war wounds, taught me many 
things. The greatest of these was to help one's fellow 
man. It is in this sense, and no other, that I decided to 
take aim for the Manitoba Medical College. This had 
to be carried out in three stages, beginning with the 
Melita High School. 

During my years at school I played on the Melita 
Baseball Team. I was not one of their better players. 
Following graduation with an M.D. I proceeded to 
Europe to do post graduate study in surgery. I prac
ticed my specialty of general surgery in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia from 1937 to 1981. 

My sisters, GRACE and NETTA, live in Van
couver. My brother, FRANK, lives in Phoenix, Ari
zona. My wife, Joan of Swansea, Wales and myself, 
now live in Victoria. We have two sons, both doctors; 
one in Vancouver and the other in Florida. I am now 
81, play golf regularly and try to keep fit for 1984. 

Hutchins, Raymond Allen 
RAYMOND ALLEN HUTCHINS was born in 

Addison, Vermont, U.S.A., on November 27, 1889, 
oldest son of Mark and Flora Hutchins. After finish
ing school, he found a variety of jobs through the 
summer months and in the bush camps in winter for 
several years in Ontario, to help out the family bud
get. In 1917 he enlisted with the American 8th Army 
Corps, was promoted to sergeant and shipped out to 
France for three years. He came to Canada in 1924, 
purchased and took up farming on the "Old 
McGregor Farm" on 26-4-26 in the Arthur Munic
ipality. He continued to farm here until his death in 
June 1966, with the exception of one and a half years 
when they moved to Elm Creek District through the 
depression, returning in 1936. In the spring of 1932 
he married MURIEL IRENE GOODBURN. She 
was born in Kings Lynn, Norfolk, England, coming 
with her family at the age of nine years aboard the 
H.M.S. "Melita", arriving at NapinkaJune 28,1921 
and has resided there every since. 

Six sons and five daughters were born of this 
marriage. FRANCIS RAYMOND, born November 
30, 1932, received his education at Napinka. On 
finishing his Grade XII he helped his Dad on the farm 
for a few years but later went west and found employ
ment on the seismograph and oil rigs. In 1957 he met 
and married JEANNE UNCHELENKD of Drum
heller, Alberta. In 1961 they returned home to farm 
his own farm and the home place for a few years. He 



now owns and operated a septic business, gravels in 
summer and is an ardent minor hockey coach for 
Melita's 14 and under team in winter. They had four 
sons and one daughter: Barry (died accidently in 
1979), Bradley, Lee-Ellen of Regina, Tim and Den
nis, at home. 

EARL JAMES (twin), born February 16, 1934, 
took his schooling at Napinka, left home at an early 
age and after a short stint of farm employment, 
started on oil rigs at Virden, then went west to the oil 
rigs in British Columbia, Northwest Territories and 
the Arctic Circle for the next 30 years. In 1964 he 
married Judy Boring of Pink Mountain, British Co
lumbia. They have four sons and one daughter: Ken
neth, Melodie, Samuel, Raymond and Francis. 

AILEEN SHIRLEY (twin), born February 16, 
1934, upon completion of her schooling remained 
home to help with family chores and raise turkeys. In 
1965 she secured employment as a telephone opera
tor with the M. T. S., first at Melita then Deloraine for 
the next 12 years where she met and married Bill 
Webster in October 1960. They farm six miles east of 
Deloraine and have two children, Sandra Ann, born 
in 1964 and William Raymond, born in 1971. 

GEORGIAN FLORA, born February 21,1935, 
at Elm Creek, received her schooling at Napinka. Flo 
remained at home for a few years to help her mom, 
but she liked people and had a desire to work in the 
public so one year later followed her sister and found 
employment in Deloraine first with the Hartel Sisters 
at the Bus Depot, then the Sages at the Rendezvous 
restaurant and later the Old Deloraine Hotel for sev
eral years. In 1962 she married Leslie John Hendry of 
Deloraine. They have two daughters, Pamela Marie 
born in 1962 and Sheryl Faye born in 1965. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. Hutchins family (1962). 
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WALLACE ROBERT, born February 23, 1937, 
died accidently January 4, 1948. 

STANLEY GORDON, born April 15, 1938, 
received his schooling at Napinka. He was employed 
at the Reclamation Station at Melita, then moved to 
Winnipeg to work for White Motor Co. In 1962 he 
married Ina Ruby Sutherland of Winnipeg. In 1967 
they moved to Churchill, Manitoba and he was em
ployed as an electric diesel engineer operator for 
Manitoba Hydro. They have two sons, Darrell and 
Shane, and one daughter Raylene. 

GERALD WILFRED, born Auust 4, 1940, 
helped at home for a few years. In 1962 he married 
SHIRLEY MARJORIE KRUGER of Bede. He 
found employment on the oil rigs and moved to 
Alida, Saskatchewan. In 1963 they moved to Oxbow, 
Saskatchewan where they resided for nine years. In 
1972 he moved his family to Calgary where he has 
been with Budd Bros. Construction Co. for several 
years. They have four sons: Thevor, Terry, Blaine 
and Wayne. 

AUDREY MURIEL, born September 22,1941, 
after finishing school found employment as a tele
phone operator with the M.T.S., first at Deloraine, 
then Boissevain and finally Baldur, Manitoba. In 
1964 she married Brian Johnson of Stockton, Man
itoba, a Department of Highways foreman. She is 
currently employed as a nurses' aid at Glenboro and 
Baldur Hospitals. They reside in Baldur and have two 
son, Curtis and Kelly. 

GARRY KENNETH, born June 22, 1943, re
ceived his schooling at Napinka. He spent a few 
years in the logging camps on the Queen Charlotte 
Islands and mainland of British Columbia. In April 
1967 he married BEVERLEY DORREEN 
MOORE, youngest daughter of Everette and Edna 
Moore of Melita. They have a son, Duane and a 
daughter Evelyn Dawn. They moved to Calgary 
where Garry went back to school to upgrade his 
knowledge on welding. He received his apprentice
ship papers as a full-fledged welder and now owns 
his own business in Calgary. 

SHARON RUTH, born August 19, 1952, re
ceived her schooling at Napinka and Melita Colle
giate. In 1974 she married WAYNE McINNES, 
youngest son of Hector and Lavina McInnes of 
Napinka. They still reside and farm two and a half 
miles east of town. They have two daughters, Tanya 
Nicole, born September 1976 and Crystal Caria, 
born December 1979, and a son Dallas Wayne, born 
in February, 1983. 

ELLEN FAYE, born May 4, 1956, graduated 
from Melita Collegiate in 1975. She went west imme
diately and found employment with United Farmers 
of Alberta, then Cessco Ltd. in Calgary for one and a 



half years, but for the past five years has been em
ployed by the Calgary City Police Department. She 
married Kenneth Craig Pearson of Calgary on J ul y 4, 
1981 and is still residing there. 

Hutchison, Wayne 
WAYNE HUTCHISON moved to Melita in Au

gust 1976 to open a new branch of the Canadian 
Imperial Bank of Commerce, operating from a trailer 
until the present premises were completed in April 
1978. 

Wayne was born, raised and educated in the Vir
den area. He joined the bank in Portage la Prairie in 
1962 and had served in numerous Manitoba and 
Ontario branches before coming to Melita 

In June 1978 he married FLORENCE MAIT
LAND of the Lenore area who had also worked for 
the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce in several 
Manitoba points. 

In August 1978 Wayne and Florence were trans
~erred to Ear Falls, Ontario where they are still resid
mg. 

Wayne is keenly interested in hunting around 
Melita and both keep in touch with several residents 
in the area. 

Huys, Gustave 
The GUS HUYS family moved their home from 

Goodlands to Melita in October of 1962. Gus is the 
second youngest son of Louis Huys and Pharilda 
Vandenberghe who homesteaded in the Flossie Dis
trict south of Deloraine, later moving to Saskatche
wan. Gus was born December 18,1923 at Meyronne, 
Saskatchewan and received most of his education in 
the Assiniboia District. He joined the Royal Cana
dian Air Force in January 1943 and went overseas in 
1944, returning home in 1945. He moved to Delo
raine in 1946, later getting employment as a brake
man on the C.P.R. out of Souris, Manitoba. 

L.-R.: David, Patti, Karen, Evelyn and Gus Huys. 
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On October 7, 1954, Gus married EVELYN 
VANBESELAERE, eldest daughter of Maurice and 
Marguerite (Cocquyt) Vanbeselaere of the Verona 
District. Their first home was in Souris and the 
following year they started farming. They moved to 
Goodlands in the fall of 1956, and farmed there until 
1962 when they moved to NW 13-2-27 and E 14-2-27 
purchased from Carl Nielson. In 1975 they purchased 
NE 13-2-27 and SW 13-2-27 from Solvieg Gibson. 

Gus and Evelyn have three children. DAVID, 
born October 28,1956, began his education in Good
lands until they moved to Melita where he attended 
until his graduation. David was a 4-H member and 
also enjoyed sports. He went on to the University of 
Manitoba where he received his Diploma in Agricul
ture. In 1981 David purchased three-quarters of a 
section from his parents and is presently farming. 

KAREN, born January 24, 1960, received her 
education in Melita. Karen was also in 4-H, taking an 
interest in handicrafts. She married David Dublin in 
December 1978 and they have two sons, Gus Ken
neth and John Paul. They presently reside in Kel
wood, Manitoba. 

PATRICIA, born January 28,1961, received her 
education in Melita. Pat was in 4-H as well. In Octo
ber 1981 she married Richard Swayn. They presently 
reside in Regina. 

Innes, Jack 
JACK is the eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. Orval 

Innes of Medora, and I, NORMA, am the only 

L.-R.: Norma, Phillip, Jack. Front: Julie, Jodi Innes. 



daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Bert Sambrook also of 
Medora. We were married on October 5, 1963. 

Jack grew up in the Purple Hill district and took 
his first eight years of schooling there. After that he 
went to Medora School. He moved to Brandon in 
1961 and did mechanical work. 

I received my education at Sherwood School, 
Medora and Deloraine. After completing a secre
tarial course in Brandon, I worked for the Brandon 
City Police until the birth of our first child. 

We have a family of three: PHILLIP JOHN, 
born on June 23,1966; JODIE CHRISTINE, born 
August 18, 1967; and JULIE LORRAINE, born 
August 5,1977. 

We lived in Brandon for fifteen years before 
moving to Melita. Phillip and Jodie attended Linden 
Lanes School. Phillip was a Boy Scout and played 
hockey at the community centre. Jodie was a 
Brownie and was active in many sports. 

We moved to Melita in 1977 when Jack was 
employed by the Antler River School Division. At 
present, Phillip is in Grade XI, Jodie in Grade X, and 
Julie in kindergarten. 

Innes, James Bruce 
JAMES BRUCE INNES and NORMA PEARL 

INNES came to Elva April 5, 1948 to reside on the 
former Tom Russell farm. They retired from the farm 
in 1958 to reside in Elva until September 1981, and 
are now residing in Melita. 

L-R.: Marie, Norma, Shirley, Marilyn. Seated: Bruce and Pearl 
Innes. 

Their children are: NORMA JEAN, born June 
6, 1930 at Deloraine, married OTTO LORNE 
BUGG on October 7, 1948. (See L. Bugg history). 
SHIRLEY JOYCE, born August 9, 1931 at Delo
raine, married JOHN GAYLORD GILLANDER 
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of Elva on November 6, 1953. (See G. Gi1lander 
history). MARIE FRANCES, born May 27,1935 at 
Deloraine, married JOHN IRVIN RUSSELL of 
Elva on October 17, 1954, and now resides in Win
nipeg. (see Russell history). MARILYN OLIVE, 
born June 13, 1940 at Deloraine, married EARL 
RAYMOND McRAE of Elva. (See James B. McRae 
history). 

Jackson, Arthur S. 
My parents came from Lampton, Ontario, in 

their youth to take up farming at Alexander, Man
itoba, where I was born and raised. In the 1930's I 
was employed at the Brandon Experimental Farm, 
where I worked for ten years. 

In 1943 I married MARY IRENE VAN BUS
KIRK of Lenore, Manitoba. Irene's father was born 
in Bear River Annapolis Co., Nova Scotia and he 
came to Manitoba while a very young man. Her 
mother was born and raised at Lenore, Manitoba. 

One son, ARTHUR WAYNE was born to our 
union in 1944 and passed away in 1954. Our daughter 
WENDY IRENE was born in 1955 and received her 
education in Melita. Her marriage to DARRYL 
NELSON SHANNON took place March 30, 1974. 
(see Shannon, John) 

We moved to Melita from Souris in the spring of 
1950, having purchased a quarter section of land 
(S.E. 2-4-27), approximately one mile west of 
Melita, from previous owners, Mr. and Mrs. Cecil 
Kirkup. 

We started a small hog industry, and purchased 
the buttermilk contract from Melita Creamery. From 
a small beginning, we were able to expand as the 
years went on, building a new barn (36x60) in the fall 
of 1959, which housed two hundred hogs and 35 head 
of cattle. 

We have been told of the early history of our 
farm, where the first Sunday School was taught, as 
well as school in the early days. 

We have enjoyed the trees, and the rolling hills 
along the creek bank on our farm. We enjoyed curl
ing, hockey and baseball, and are members of Vic
toria United Church. 

I remember how excited we were when hydro was 
first turned on in rural Melita in 1952 and the many 
comforts it brought. 

Through the years, Irene was a member of the 
Melita Women's Institute, serving as secretary and 
president. For some twelve years she has been em
ployed at The New Era Publishing Co., where she 
works on a part-time basis. 

I recall the day when Lee Farough was shot in the 
eye accidently east of our barn, and the struggle it 



was to carry him in knee-deep snow, up a steep hill to 
our house, where we obtained medical help for him. 

Another incident occurred when Mr. W. Bonner 
of Gainsborough suffered a sudden heart attack and 
passed away in our barn. 

During our years at Melita, we have enjoyed the 
friendships of many fine friends and neighbours and 
still do. We have noted with pride the growth of 
Melita and its expansion of many added facilities 
which have proved beneficial to young and old. 

Since 1976 we disposed of our acreage, retaining 
two acres, where we continue to make our home. 

Jeffrey, Janet Gibson 
One of the early pioneers of the district was MRS. 

JANET GIBSON JEFFREY (Nurse Jeffrey). She was 
born in Laudershire, Scotland in 1840 and came to 
Melita in 1891. She was accompanied by her daugh
ters, MARY and BESSIE, later known as Mesdames 
John and Edward Oberlin. (See Oberlin history) 

Janet Jeffrey. 

Mrs. Jeffrey was a pioneer nurse in every sense of 
the word. She never failed in her duties on the prai
ries whether it be in sunshine or blizzard. She du
tifully went to the sick, often travelling all night to 
some lonely shack where only a candle burned. Mrs. 
Hoover of Melita had this to say and I quote, "She 
was of the old devoted peace loving type bringing 
love and strength into many an isolated home". 
Following her career she was a faithful supporter of 
the Red Cross, knitting many pairs of socks for the 
Melita boys despite her crippled hands. She passed 
away at the age of 82 years. 
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Jellis, William John 
WILLIAM JOHN JELLIS and MARION AL

LEN CLYDE grew up in Huntingdon, Quebec. They 
were married there in 1880 and lived with Will's 
mother for a year. Their daughter Mabel was born 
there. They decided to seek their fortune in the west 
and went to Winnipeg, Manitoba, where they found 
accommodation with Mr. and Mrs. Sim Elliot and 
Will found work in the foundry. Will took up a 
homestead on S.E. 4-2-27 in 1882. Between putting 
in the homestead duties he spent time in the foundry 
in Winnipeg. Mrs. Jellis came by train to Virden and 
drove from there with Jim Hyde in a horse and buggy. 
Mr. Jellis had built a house on the homestead. He 
later bought ten acres of 10-2-27 from 1. B. Elliot as 
there wasn't water on the homestead and the South 
Antler Creek ran through section ten and there was a 
well made by Bill Moore on NW 4-2-27. He later had 
a blacksmith shop at Elva, one on the homestead and 
he used the log building on N . W. of four as a shop. A 
house was built on ten. Mrs. Jellis carried one the 
work at home with the help of hired men while Will 
worked in the blacksmith shop at Elva. 

She helped Doctors bring babies into the world 
and boarded teachers, also helping in the community 
in different ways. 

There was a family of three boys and three girls, 
the girls were MABEL, AGGIE and MAGGIE and 
the boys were WILLIAM C. (BILL), ARTHUR 
HUGH (ART) (separate history), and ALLEN. Mr. 
and Mrs. Jellis celebrated their 50th wedding anni
versary in 1930. Mr. Jellis died in 1935 and Mrs. 
Jellis in 1941. 

William Clyde was born in 1889 and spent many 
years farming in the Coulter district. He moved to the 
lodge in Melita in 1977 and lived there until his death 
in 1980. 

A third brother Allen Thayer was born in 1900. 
He spent most of his life in the Coulter district, with 
the exception of a short time spent in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, and in Flint, Michigan. He worked on 
the railroad track and later on the farm. He died in 
1968. 

SAMUAL JAMES JELLIS, the son of Will's 
brother Jim, lived with the Jellis family a number of 
years before going to his uncle Joe's in Flint, Michi
gan. He married JESSIE SKELTON of Elva who 
predeceased him. He died in 1973. 

MABEL ELIZABETH was the eldest. She was 
born in 1881. She married John Howard McKinnon 
who had come to the district with an Atkinson family 
from Ontario, in the early days. They farmed on 
30-1-27. In 1910 they left for Payette, Idaho where he 
bought a ranch. Mabel died in 1939. 

MAGGIEM. was born in 1885. She spent all her 



life in the Coulter district. She played for church for 
several years. She died in 1906. 

AGNES MARION was born in 1888. She mar
ried GEORGE ALEXANDER MALLO in 1915, 
and they lived on 29-1-27, rented from A. E. Cam
eron for a time. They also lived at Detroit, Michigan; 
Shergrove, Manitoba, where they homesteaded; and 
Dauphin, before returning to Coulter to live with the 
Jellis family for a time before building a house in 
Coulter. Aggie boarded teachers and Alex worked at 
carpentry work along with Mr. James Robertson of 
Melita until working on his own with helpers. Aggie 
continued to live in Coulter and board teachers after 
Alex's death in 1932. She played the piano for church 
for many years. She died in 1974. 

Jellis, Arthur Hugh 
ARTHUR HUGH JELLIS was born in 1891 and 

spent most of his life farming in the Coulter district 
with the exception of a period in the army during the 
first World War. He returned to Canada in 1919 to 
resume farming. He married MERNA GREIG of 
Basswood in 1937. They had three children: Harvey, 
and twins Jean Marion and James Howard. Harvey 
continues to live on the farm at Coulter. Jean married 
Gary Gordon of Oak Lake and lives at Russell, 
Manitoba. They have two children, Jocelyn and 
Trent. Jim married Kathy Martini of Mendon, Mas
sachusetts, and live at Creston, B.C. They have three 
children, David, Dale and Bradley. Art died in 1965, 
Merna in 1982. 

Jessen, Paul (D.V.M.) 
A graduate of the Royal Veterinary College, 

Copenhagen, Denmark, PAUL JESSEN served the 
Melita area and surrounding districts as Veterinarian 
from January 1957 to July 1975. 

His mainly large-animal practice encompassed 
the immediate Melita vicinity and also the Tilston, 
Reston, Pipestone, Lauder, Medora, Waskada dis
tricts, south to the American border and west to 
Pierson and the Saskatchewan border. His office was 
in the old Theatre building on the west side of Main 
street, which has since been demolished. He became 
interested in exotic cattle, imported a Simmental bull 
from Switzerland and formed his own artificial in
semination company in order to improve and up
grade cattle herds in the area. 

During the years he lived in Melita, Dr. Jessen 
served on Town Council for a time and was one of the 
founding members of the Toastmasters' Club. Keen
ly interested in the Arts, he encouraged a group of 
Melita people to act in a play which he directed and 
also took a leading role. During Centennial year in 
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1967 he painted the back-drops of a concert which 
played to audiences in Melita, Napinka and Lyleton. 

After serving the community for 18.5 years, Paul 
moved to Winnipeg with his wife, ISABELLE, and 
two children, PAULA and MICHAEL, to continue 
veterinary practice with Agriculture Canada. 

Paula and Michael were born in Melita, gradu
ated from high school and continued on to the Uni
versity of Manitoba. Paula is a music specialist with a 
Winnipeg school division and Michael is a medical 
doctor specializing in surgery. 

Jobbins, J. S. 
MR. AND MRS. 1. S. JOBBINS (formerly 

HELEN HAYMAN), with their two sons PERCY 
and GORDON, arrived in Melita from Bristol, En
gland in March 1899. 1. S. Jobbins came at the 
request of his brother-in-law, H. E. Maycock, who 
operated a general store and bakery, to help him as a 
baker. 

EDGAR, Mr. and Mrs. Jobbins' third son, was 
born in Melita and later they adopted a girl, 
MURIEL. The Jobbins resided in Melita until they 
moved to a farm in the West Brenda district where 
they lived until 1. S. Jobbins died on December 17, 
1930. Mrs. Jobbins and Muriel went to Victoria to 
live in 1931 where Mrs. Jobbins died in 1944. Edgar 
moved to the coast as a young man. 

Their business history is written under the Job
bins Store History. 

Percy (eldest son) took over the store in 1915. He 
married ETHEL SUTTON of Dand in 1914 and they 
had three children, Wilfred, Margaret and John. 
Percy and family left for the coast in 1923 and Gor
don took over the business. 

Percy and Gordon were very musical and were 
active in entertainment in Melita from an early age. 

Jobbins, Gordon 
GORDON studied music in Victoria from 

1911-1914 receiving top marks in Canada in his exam
inations and receiving his L.T.C.M. He was to study 
at the Toronto Conservatory when the war inter
vened. He stayed home and taught piano to advanced 
students until he enlisted in Canadian Army Medical 
Corps serving with the contingent in Vladivostok, 
Siberia for three years. 

In 1919 Gordon married MAUDE BECKETT of 
Winnipeg and took up residence in Melita. He taught 
a large music class and worked for his brother in the 
store, buying the store in 1923. 

As long as his health permitted, Gordon con
tinued his interest in music and during the many 
years spent in Melita he contributed liberally of his 



talents to organizations and churches in town. He 
helped organize and directed the Melita Choral So
ciety on December 9, 1931, an organization which 
presented a number of fine choral concerts during 
special seasons of the year. 

Many people will remember Gordon as their mu
sic teacher. As his health failed he was forced to 
reduce his classes but was still teaching a few stu
dents at the time of his death in February, 1962. 

Mrs. Jobbins remarried in 1964 to ALLAN 
WILKINSON, originally from the Bede district but 
retired in Melita. 

Gordon and Maude had three children, Kathleen 
born December 5, 1920 (see M. R. Eyers family 
history), Frances born August 2,1923 and Douglas 
born July 16, 1927. (separate history). 

Frances joined the Women's Division of the 
R.C.A.F. in 1942. She resided in Winnipeg with her 
husband Alex K. McKean. They had three children, 
Margaret born April 29, 1949, married to Glen 
Bloodworth in 1970. They have one daughter, Cath
erine, born September 8,1976. Margaret is a lawyer 
with the Canadian Transport Commission, and lives 
in Ottawa. John, born January 25, 1952, is a lawyer 
and works for the Ontario Government in Toronto. 
Anne, born December 28, 1953, was married to Blair 
Reid on December 27 , 1975. Anne works for the City 
of Winnipeg Social Services. 

Jobbins, Douglas 
Douglas Jobbins married Betty Hamilton of 

Glenboro, Manitoba, on December 20, 1954. Betty 
is a teacher in the Melita Elementary School. Betty 
and Doug had three children. Harold was born Octo
ber 7 , 1955. Harold graduated from Lethbridge Tech
nical School and received his B.Sc. degree from the 
University of Manitoba. He is presently employed 
with Tri-Stem in Calgary. Susan was born December 
16, 1956. Susan received her B.A. from the Univer
sity of Winnipeg and her M.A. from Grand Forks, 
N.D. She is presently employed as Physical Fitness 
Consultant with the University of Toronto. Lloyd was 
born August 18, 1959 and died in infancy on April 18 , 
1960. 

Doug and Betty live at 119 Maple Street. 

Johnstone, Mrs. Bell 
MRS. JOHNSTONE came to Melita as a house

keeper for Doc. Leslie. She and son Delmer arrived 
just as the depression was being felt throughout the 
country and remained until 1940. She was an active 
member of the Rebekah Lodge, was a primary Sun
day School teacher for years, and was active with the 
United Church Women's groups. In 1940 she moved 
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to Winnipeg where she worked for a while at her old 
trade as a milliner and then returned to taking care of 
a home for a Mr. Langel, later doing the same for a 
Mr. Lowden. She and Mr. HARRY LOWDEN were 
married in 1942. In 1946 they moved to White Rock, 
B.C. where they remained until their deaths. 

Delmar completed High School while in Win
nipeg, joined the RCAF, was later transferred to the 
Army, served only in Canada, was discharged at 
Vancouver, attended U. B. C., and graduated with a 
B.Sc. He then studied theology at the Union College 
on the U.B.C. compus, being ordained in 1954. He 
married Barbara Woollam from Vancouver in 1954 
and was appointed to Nakusp in the Kootenays for his 
first charge. They served at Agassiz, Lanley and New 
Westminster for the next 15 years when health rea
sons mainly caused Delmar to change professions 
and since that time he has been teaching Science at a 
Junior High School in the Abbotsford District. 

They have three children, Laura, now married to 
Rob Harvey of Newton, British Columbia, and two 
sons, Douglas and Keith both of whom are still in 
Abbotsford. Laura and Rob have two sons, Kevin and 
Darrel. 

Jones, Alex 
ALEX JONES was born in Dobbinton, Ontario 

on July 14, 1872, son of John B. Jones who was born 
in England and Maria Irwin of Ireland. Alex and 
brother MARSHALL came west to the Melita area 
about 1899. There were two sisters, Mrs. Graham 
and Mrs. Ferris who remained in Ontario. 

Alexander and Florence Jones (1906). 



Alex married FLORENCE BARTHOLOMEW 
on October 24, 1906. They remained around the 
Melita area for some years, working as a hired couple 
for different farmers, and Alex also worked at ma
sonry with the Morrow brothers. 

Four children were born to them, all in the old 
Bartholomew house at the north side of town which 
has been tom down in recent years. 

FRANCES LEONA was born July 17, 1907. 
She attended school at Melita for all her school years. 
Frances married 1. A Grierson of Broomhill and they 
had four children, Benson, Faye, Larry and Donna. 
In 1957, Frances moved to White Rock, B.C., where 
she made her home until her sudden death on January 
8, 1981. Her ashes are spread on her Mother's grave 
in Melita Cemetery. 

In 1909, on June 19, twin sons were born to Alex 
and Florence Jones. EDWIN A. and ALBERT 
JOHN. They received their schooling at Coatland 
and Broomhill schools. Edwin (Ed) married Mildred 
Dowd of Cypress River on October 24, 1941. They 
have farmed in the Broomhill district since that time 
and have four children, Lynn, Dwayne, Darlene 
(see Hicks history) and Bert. 

The other twin, Albert (Bert) married Eva Cham
pion on October 24, 1935. Bert and Eva farmed in the 
Broomhill area, moving west to White Rock, British 
Columbia. They had one son Gene and a daughter 
Alexis who died at birth. Bert passed away October 
16, 1960. Eva continued to live at White Rock until 
her death in January 1977. They are both buried in 
Valley View Memorial Gardens, Newton, British 
Columbia. 

GLADIS M., the youngest of the Jones kids, was 
born on March 9, 1911. She too, received her school
ing at Coatland and Broomhill. Gladis married JIM 
GRIERSON on January 27, 1931. They have two 
sons, Glenn and Murray. 

Jim and Gladis farmed at Broomhill until their 
retirement to Melita in 1965. They celebrated their 
golden wedding in 1981. Gladis passed away sud
denly September 17, 1982. Jim is still living in 
Melita. 

Alex and Florence Jones moved to a farm in the 
Broomhill district in 1919 and continued to farm 
there until their retirement to Melita in 1942. Retire
ment was short for Alex, as his death came suddenly 
at his home on August 6, 1944. Mrs. Florence Jones 
continued to enjoy her life among her children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren until her 
death on February 17, 1965. Mr. and Mrs. Jones are 
both buried in Melita Cemetery. 

Jones, Reverend Douglas 
DOUG is the son of John, (born in Muskoka, 
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Ontario) and Gloria Jones (nee Williams, born in 
Aberdeen, Scotland). Doug and DONNA DALE 
were raised in rural southern Ontario near Or
angeville. Doug graduated from Ryerson Polytechni
cal Institute in Toronto in Radio and Television Arts. 
He worked for a Guelph radio station before leaving 
for Vancouver to study Theology for three years. He 
was ordained to the ministry of the United Church of 
Canada in 1980, prior to his first charge in Melita. He 
was active with the local A. A. group and enjoyed his 
drums and playing hockey. 

Donna Dale graduated from the University of 
Guelph in Family and Consumer studies. She worked 
with the Canadian Paraplegic Association in Van
couver as Homemaker Coordinator. She was Home
care Supervisor in Melita and area for one year and 
she enjoyed teaching Community Courses in cook
ing and prenatal nutrition. 

Doug and Donna Dale's son BRYN GILBERT 
was born April 5, 1983. 

Jones, Hugh 
by ELIZABETH FLAK 

HUGH JONES arrived in Melita from Wales in 
March 1913 and worked for his brother-in-law David 
Jones. My mother ANNIE, brother DICK, sister 
MAY, and myself arrived in June. After our arrival, 
Dad took up draying and we farmed and lived on the 
Doctor Leslie place outside of town. We attended 
school in Melita until 1922, when we left to reside in 
Winnipeg and then Kincaid, Saskatchewan, where I 
met and married my husband Einar Flak. Our family 
consists of six girls and one boy, who live in Alberta 
and British Columbia. May married ROBERT 
EVANS of Elva, Manitoba. Their family consists of 
four boys and four girls, who all live around Bran
don. Dick married Mae Towers of Brandon, and they 
had one girl residing now in Ontario. May passed 
away in 1976, Dick in 1980, and my parents passed 
away in Wales a few years after returning there in 
1938 or 1939. My mother acted as a midwife in 
Melita for years. 

Jones, John Marshall 
JOHN MARSHALL JONES, was born in Dob

binton, Ontario, November 10, 1867 and came to 
Manitoba in the early 1890's, homesteading in the 
Melita area. In 1902 he returned to Ontario and 
married MARGARET ELLEN ENGLISH, (born in 
Bruce County May 15, 1880) bringing her back to 
Manitoba and farming in the Coati and District. They 
rented the farm and bought a house and property 
from A. D. Wheeler in the north end oftown in 1907 
and later spent the summers on the farm until retiring 
completely to Melita in 1927 leaving their eldest 



daughter Martha and elder son Jack on the farm. The 
land was passed on to Jack at the death of his father 
and remained in the Jones' family until sold to Allen 
Clark in 1976. 

Marsh Jones was rather a private person, well 
known for his excellent farming methods and love of 
trees and gardening. He was financial secretary of the 
second formed Orange Lodge in 1907, an avid curler 
and did enjoy the fellowship of the "Millionares 
Club" of which he was one of the founding mem
bers. Both Marsh and Maggie were members of the 
Presbyterian Church, Maggie being active in the 
church organization and faithful member of the 
Women's Institute. 

Five children were born to this marriage, three 
girls and two boys. MARTHA ELLEN born May 
26,1903. Married to Thomas Digory Hodgkinson of 
Pierson in 1929 living in British Columbia for two 
years before going to Alberta. The last years were 
spent in Red Deer, Martha still living there. Digory 
died in October, 1977. One son Douglas is living 
with his family in Penhold, Alberta. 

JOHN ALEXANDER born November 2, 1905. 
Married to MARY HAAS, Gimli, in 1928 who died 
after the birth of their second son. One surviving son, 
Raymond living in Melita. Jack was remarried to 
SUSAN HILDEBRAND in 1939. They had two 
daughters, Yvonne of Churchbridge, Saskatchewan 
and Diane of Winnipeg. Jack died in Melita April 24, 
1978. He spent all his working years farming until 
retiring to Melita in 1969. Susan is now living in 
Russell, Manitoba. 

MARGARET MURIEL was born July 22, 
1909, married to HARRY COMPTON in 1942. She 
died in November 1943. 

LAWRENCE MARSHALL, born September 
20, 1915 has lived in Winnipeg since attending the 
University of Manitoba. He married Mollie Kreutzer 
September21, 1941. Nine children were born includ
ing twin girls; Wayne, Barbara, Salley, Larry, Sus
an, Janice and Tim living in Winnipeg, Bonnie in 
Clearbrook, British Columbia and Douglas in 
Nanaimo, British Columbia. 

OLIVE VIVIAN born in Melita June 17, 1921 
educated in Melita and wrote civil service exams. 
Worked for a time in Ottawa returning to Melita due 
to the illness of her Mother. Vivian married Norman 
Wilmot Walker of Elva October 12, 1943. (see Nor
man Walker history). 

John Marshall Jones died in 1944 and Margaret 
Ellen died at age 63. 

Jones, Keith 
KEITH and KAREN JONES, with their one and 

a half year old son, moved to the Arthur Municipality 
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in June of 1973 from Lake Dauphin. Keith had 
worked with General Motors for two years and had 
previously been employed by the Royal Bank for ten 
years. Karen had taught school for ten years in the 
communities where Keith had been transferred by 
the bank. 

Keith is the second son of Ira and May Jones of 
the Tilston district and Karen is the second daughter 
of Jack and Sophia Lechner of Morden, Manitoba. 
They were married in Morden in August of 1965 and 
lived in The Pas, Winnipeg, Beausejour, Brandon 
and Dauphin before moving to the Melita area. They 
moved their house to a site two miles NE of Melita 
which was formerly owned by Cliff Reddaway. For a 
one year period, Keith was employed by the Melita 
Auction Mart and then established a farming and 
custom services business. In 1976, Keith and Karen 
set up a ten lot Trailer Court on their property. Later, 
Keith also started a fertilizer business in Pierson, 
Manitoba under the name of Tri-Ag Services Ltd. A 
corporation under the name of Triple" J" Farms Ltd. 
was begun in 1977 with brothers Larry and Randy of 
Tilston. Karen is also actively involved as Secretary 
of the two businesses. 

Their son SCOTT KEITH was born in Dauphin 
on September 30, 1971 and their daughter LISA 
DAWN was born in Winnipeg on May 7,1974, a year 
after they moved to Melita. As a family, they are 
active members of Victoria United Church, where 
the children attend Sunday School, Keith is a mem
ber of Session, and Karen is Senior Choir Director. 
Scott and Lisa enjoy a variety of sports and are 
involved in 4-H, Power Skating, Figure Skating and 
taking organ lessons. Keith is a member of the Melita 
Kinsmen Club and the Melita and Kinsmen 
Oldtimers Hockey teams. Karen is on the executives 
of the Melita Unit of the Canadian Cancer Society 
which she helped to organize, and the Melita Figure 
Skating Club. As well, she continued her interest in 
music by singing in a trio and in the church choir. 

Jones, Richard J. (Dick) 
by Dorothy Jones 

RICHARD 1. (DICK) and DOROTHY JONES 
and family - JOY and MURRAY moved to Melita 
in 1968. Dick was employed by Norman Walker, as a 
meat cutter at Souris Valley Processors Ltd., where 
he worked for eight and a half years. 

Dick was born at Souris, Manitoba and received 
his education there. I (Dorothy) was born in the 
Hartney district and was educated at Cavell and De
leau schools. 

Before moving to Melita- we lived at Flin Plon, 
Manitoba and Gainsborough, Saskatchewan for two 
years, and at Hartney for almost twenty years, where 



Dick was employed as a butcher and meat cutter. 
Dick enjoyed curling for many years, horses, his 
yard and outdoor living. He was a member of the 
Elks Lodge. Dick died in 1978 and is buried in 
Riverside Cemetery, Hartney. 

In 1965 I took an office position with Border 
Transport Ltd. at Hartney, until moving to Melita, 
then was employed by Souris Valley Processors Ltd. 
from 1968-1977. In 1978, I started working at Antler 
River Equipment Ltd., where I am still employed. I 
live at 157 Front Street - in the house we purchased 
from Mr. A. F. Walker in 1969, and enjoy living here. 

Joy and Murray were both born at the Souris 
Hospital, and spent the very early part of their lives at 
Gainsborough, Saskatchewan. They grew up in 
Hartney, received their education there and attended 
United Church Sunday School. Joy was a member of 
4-H. She also attended school and took a course in 
Hairdressing in Brandon. She worked at different 
jobs and helped out greatly at home. In 1980 she 
moved to Brandon, where she is presently living and 
is employed by Universal Motor Association. 

Murray was very interested in and participated in 
many sports. He worked as a truck driver, butcher 
and other jobs for a few years. He moved to Brandon 
in 1977, in 1980 to Dauphin and in 1982 returned to 
Brandon, where he is now living and is employed by 
the Government of Manitoba. 

Jones, Richard R. 
RICHARD R. JONES was born in Caernarvan, 

North Wales on September 19, 1880. He married 
HANAH GRIFFITHS who was born in Caernarvan, 
North Wales on August 31, 1888. Their family con
sisted of two daughters and one son. 

Richard and Hannah Jones' 56th Anniversary. 
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BETH (Jones) Roberts, was born in Caernarvan, 
North Wales on June 1, 1910. Mother, Father, and 
daughter arrived in Melita in May 1911. We farmed in 
the Melita area until 1915 when Dad went into part
nership farming, (south of Elva) with Uncle John 
Sharp. Beth married Dudley H. Roberts on August 2, 
1941. 

MARY OWEN (Jones) was born at the farm on 
February 7, 1917. She married James W. Anderson in 
Victoria on January 23, 1942. She passed away in 
Victoria on August 2, 1944, interment at Melita 
Cemetery. 

ROBERT JONES was born August 26, 1919, 
but passed away in infancy. Interment at Melita 
Cemetery. 

Mother and Father retired in 1962 after the death 
of Mr. Sharp and the farms were sold to James Down
ey of Melita. Mum and Dad lived in Winnipeg until 
1968 moving to Victoria with us, (Beth and Dud
ley Roberts) at that time. They celebrated their 60th 
Wedding Anniversary in Victoria, May 14, 1969. 
They received messages from; Her Majesty the 
Queen, the Governor General of Canada, the Prime 
Minister of Canada, the Premier of Manitoba, the Lt. 
Governor of Manitoba, the General Manager of 
Manitoba Hydro, the Premier of British Columbia, 
the Lt. Governor of British Columbia, the Mayor of 
Victoria and many messages from friends and neigh
bors. 

Mum passed away in October of 1969. Dad 
passed away in February of 1974. Interment was at 
the Royal Oak Cemetery, Victoria, British Colum
bia. 

Josephson, John 
JOHN first son of Gunner and Ada Josephson 

(nee Thompson) was born July 1, 1940 in Deloraine 
hospital. He received his public school education at 
Bardal and Sinclair schools and attended Melita High 
School during grades IX to XII. On leaving school he 
worked as parts man at Cobb Motors for nine 
months. He then joined Manitoba Hydro and was a 
lineman in Manitoba for five years. 

August 2, 1964, John married DIANE AN
DRIES, (daughter of George and Blanche) of Melita. 
They moved to British Columbia where John is em
ployed as a lineman for British Columbia Hydro. The 
first three years they lived in many different areas due 
to John's work. Then they settled in Fernie and lived 
there for eight years. Since leaving Fernie they have 
been living at Chilliwack. 

John and Diane are both fond of sports. The year 
they were at Vernon, John played second base for the 
Vernon Luckies. In winter they enjoy curling. June 3, 
1975 John saved the life of a workmate who was 



rendered unconscious from an electric shock in a 
pole-top accident at Fernie. As a result John was 
presented with a Canadian Electrical Association 
Resuscitation medal and certificate in a special cere
mony at British Columbia Hydro's head office in 
Vancouver. 

Diane works part time at the College as a secre
tary. At home she can often be found in the kitchen 
cooking some ethnic recipe, gourmet style; or sitting 
at her sewing machine creating costumes for a car
nival. 

John and Diane have three children. KEVIN, 
born 1965, SHAWNA born 1967 and DAVID born 
1970. 

Judd, Harold 
by Melba Judd 

I, MELBA (Greenley) Judd was born March 1, 
1932 at the home of my grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. 
James Greenley of the Coultervale district. My par
ents were Cecil and Mae Greenley. I went to school at 
Coultervale and Coulter, and then took my high 
school at Tilston, where I stayed with my Aunt 
Mabel and Uncle Erick Holstein. In 1949-50, I taught 
school at Brown's School north of Melita and have 
many fond memories of that friendly community. 

On November 4, 1950, Harold Judd of Tilston 
and I were married in the Coulter United Church. We 
had the honour of being the first couple married in 
that church. We settled on a farm northwest of 
Tilston, where we still reside. We had six children: 

SANDRA, born October 3, 1951, deceased April 
9, 1952. 

l..R.. Back: Karen, Eleanor, Linda, Gwen. Seated: Terry. 
Melba. Harold Judd. 
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TERRY, born in 1953 took his schooling at 
Tilston and Pierson, and then took an Auto Mechan
ics Course at Assiniboine College at Brandon. He 
married GRACE VICKERS of Pierson in 1974, and 
is now operating the Tilston Service Garage in 
Tilston. Grace teaches Grade 1 in Melita. 

KAREN born in 1955, attended school at Tilston 
and Melita. She married ROBERT DOWNEY in 
1973. They live at Debolt, Alberta on a farm and have 
one daughter, Crystal born July 4, 1980. 

GWEN born in 1957 attended Tilston and Pier
son schools and took an accounting course at Red 
River College in Winnipeg. She married GLEN AN
DERSON of Pierson in 1976. They live at Melita and 
have one daughter Michelle born June 17, 1981. 

LINDA born in 1960, took her schooling at 
Tilston and Pierson and then took a bookkeeping 
course at Assiniboine College at Brandon. She got a 
job at Virden Implements and is still working there. 
Linda married Norman Murray of Lyleton in 1980. 
They live at Virden. 

ELEANOR born in 1963, graduated from Pier
son school and is in her second year at Brandon 
University in the education course. 

Junk, Clarence B. 
MR. and MRS. CLARENCE JUNK were mar

ried in Oxbow, Saskatchewan on November 11, 1908. 
They resided on the family farm at Auburnton, Sas
katchewan until 1937, when they moved to Melita, 
Manitoba. While in Melita, during the winter, Mr. 
Junk often drove Doctor Wilson on his visits to 
patients by team and sleigh. Later they moved to the 
"Ketcheson Farm" in the West Brenda district, and 
then to the "Charlie Kruger" farm in the Bede dis
trict. Mr. Junk won horticulture prizes for the gar
dens that he grew on the Ketsheson farm. 

Their children JAMES, EVA, TOM, JACK and 
twins DOREEN and LORRAINE were all born in 
Saskatchewan. Jim and Eva and their families stayed 

Clarence and Josie Junk, Jack, Doreen and Lorraine (1943). 



in Saskatchewan; but Tom, Jack and the twins moved 
with their parents to Melita. 

Tom married ROSE NICHOL of the west Bren
da district in 1941. For awhile they lived on the 
"Charlie Kruger" farm in the Bede district, then 
returned to the family farm at Auburnton, Saskatche
wan in 1944. Their family are Kenneth, Lorne, 
Ardyth, (Philipation), Gary, Rhonda and Carla. 
Tom and Rose have seven grandchildren. 

Jack and the twins, Doreen and Lorraine attended 
Melita school, and then West Brenda School. Jack 
completed his high school at Coultervale and Melita. 
Lorraine and Doreen went to high school in Napinka. 

Mr. Junk was killed in a farm accident in 1947. 
Mrs. Josie Junk took up residence in Napinka, where 
she took an active part in community and church 
activities and made many friends. She later moved to 
Oxbow, Saskatchewan, where she passed away on 
November 18, 1981. 

Jack and his wife NOREEN, daughter of Bev and 
Marion Robinson, reside in Winnipeg. Their family 
are John and Janeen (Kurz). 

Lorraine is Mrs. Archie Christianson. (See 
Christianson History). 

Doreen is Mrs. Don Williams. They Ii ve in 
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia. Their family are Gordon, 
Douglas, Barbara (Doucette), Rae, Debra, and 
Ronald. Don and Doreen have four grandchildren. 

Kain, John F. 
by John and Helen Kain 

Great-grandfather and great-grandmother James 
and Margaret Kain were married February 12, 1839. 
They had two children, John F. Kain, born in King 
township, York County, Ontario, and Margaret Jane 
Kain, born April 25, 1847. She died August 15,1862 
at the age of 15 years. Great-grandfather James Kain 
and five brothers came from Belfast, Ireland to On
tario. One brother was killed on Lake Superior and 
the whereabouts of the others became unknown, al
though it is believed that one or two of them went to 
the United States. 

JOHN F. KAIN married MARGARET ANN 
CASSERLY who was born at Lay town, Ontario in 
August of 1851. She was 20 years old when married. 
They had four children born to them while living in 
King Township, York County, Ontario. STUART, 
the eldest, died while very young. The others were 
JENNY, ETTA (Henriette) and WILFORD STE
PHENSON. The family came west in 1891 and John 
Kain operated a livery stable on 10th or 12th Street in 
Brandon for one year. From there, he homesteaded 
on the hills just north of the village of Alexander, 
Manitoba. While there John Kain walked to Melita to 
look for land and in 1893 moved his family to Melita 
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Mr. and Mrs. John Kain. 

and homesteaded south of there in the Peninsula 
District on 1-3-27. Two new members had joined the 
family by this time, these being ANNE and 
HUBERT. The stone house built about 1900 by Tom 
Davey for the Kain family still stands though now 
unoccupied. 

Grandfather John Kain was a member of the 
council in the Municipality of Arthur for a number of 
years, and it is said was always as avid supporter of 
any worthy cause. He and his wife retired to Melita 
and Wit (Wilford) and Hubert took over the farm. 
Anne kept house for them for a while before taking 
her nurses training, Hubert Kain passed away March 
8,1975, thus Johnny Kain is the only surviving male 
member of the Kain family. 

Of the original John Kain family who home
steaded at Melita, the following is their story as well 
as we know it; 

Jenny - married Walter T. Bishop and lived at 
Carnduff, Saskatchewan. They had one son, Forse, 
who lives with his wife Beulah in Calgary. They had 
two daughters, Margaret and Mary Lou. 

Etta Kain - known as Nurse Kain, lived in the 
Kain home in Melita for several years. She did not 
marry. She passed away in Brandon in July, 1961. 

Anne Kain - married 0. 1. Lundquist, July 24, 
1912 and lived in Minnesota and Portland, United 
States, where she nursed. No children were born of 
this union. Anne died in Portland in August 1961. 

Hubert Kain farmed for awhile with his broth-
er Wit at Melita, then farmed at Shaunavon, Sas
katchewan, later entering the garage business at 
Swift Current, Saskatchewan. He and Louise 
Koehler (a teacher) were married January 30, 1929. 
They moved to New Westminster. Louise died in 
March, 1967, and Hubert passed away March 8, 
1975. They had no family. 

Wilford's history follows. 



Kain, Wilford (Wit) 
WIT KAIN attended Chesterfield School until 

Grade II. His teacher, it is interesting to note, was 
Drs. Frank and Jack Purdy's father, who taught 
school prior to becoming a doctor and practising at 
Griswold. Wilford Stephenson Kain and MARY 
McKENZIE MORRICE were married at Estevan, 
Saskatchewan on December 18, 1912. 

Mary McKenzie Morrice was born October 12, 
1890 in the Parish of Coull, County of Aberdeen, 
Scotland, second youngest child of Anne Inch and 
Robert Morrice who had a family of nine children. 
She and her sister Margaret (Mrs. Gordon Pineo) 
came to Canada in 1906. Mary worked at Melita for a 
time and at Estevan, where she worked as a nurses' 
aid at the hospital. Following their marriage, Mary 
and Wit Kain lived on the home farm at Melita for 22 
years. It was here that all three of their children were 
born. Margaret Ann was born October 12, 1913, 
Henrietta Jean was born December 16, 1916 and 
Wilford John arrived September 21, 1928. All three 
children were born in the stone house. 

Wit Kain family. L.-R.: Margaret, Mary, Wit, Jean, John in front. 

In August 1934, when the depression was at its 
worst, Wit Kain moved his family to Eriksdale, Man
itoba, 80 miles north of Winnipeg, in the Interlake 
area. John Kain was five years old when he left 
Melita, so received all his schooling, with the excep
tion of one year at Lafontaine School in the Interlake 
area. He was the only Protestant pupil in the school, 
the others being of the Catholic faith. He remembers 
that the priest came to the school every Friday for 
services. 

In 1944, on September 21 (Johnny's 16th birth
day), the Kains moved to NE 27-10-18, just south of 
the village of Chater. They had purchased the farm 
from Wes Smyth. They left behind many good 
friends at Eriksdale, who had become very dear to 
them over the years. John attended Brandon Colle
giate for one year. 
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In 1949, they began shipping bulk milk to Bran
don Poultry and Dairy Co-op or Manco as it is better 
known. Thus began many years of dairy farming. 
Johnny spent as much time as he could spare at his 
favorite pastime, playing and pitching baseball for 
which he became quite well known. (See separate 
history). Wit Kain passed away February 20, 1961, 
and Mary Kain on May 18, 1973. 

Margaret Ann Kain, (daughter of Wit and Mary 
Kain) worked in Winnipeg for a number of years, 
later moving to Vancouver where she worked as a 
secretary. She and Thomas Burrow of Vancouver 
were married in October 1951. They are now retired 
and living in Burnaby, British Columbia. They have 
no children. 

Editor's note: Margaret passed away December 
16, 1982. 

Henrietta Jean Kain, (daughter of Wit and Mary 
Kain) worked in Carnduff, Saskatchewan, Brandon, 
Winnipeg and Toronto. She moved to Chicago where 
she worked as a ticket agent for TCA (Air Canada) 
where she met William H. Bitner, a pilot with Flying 
Tiger Lines. They were married on December 15, 
1949. They lived in San Jose and Menlo Park, Cal
ifornia, and then moved to Seattle, Washington. Jean 
Bitner passed away May 27, 1979. There are no 
children. Bill Bitner continues to live in Seattle. 

Wilfred Johns' history follows. 

Kain, Wilford John 
In 1953 JOHNNY KAIN and Helen Brown, for

merly of the Lily District south of Souris, Manitoba 
were married. Johnny and Helen have two daughters: 
Debra Mary , born June 1, 1956, works at the Toronto 
Dominion Bank in Deloraine. Leah Mae, born July 
30, 1958, married Patrick Bruce Donnelly of Bran
don on June 5, 1981. 

In 1972, October 31, on Halloween night, John 
and Helen's dairy herd were sold and they left for 
their new home. With a section of land to farm at 
Ingelow, Manitoba, and wishing to build up a beef 
herd, this seemed a good move. Also having no sons 
to take over the farming in future years, they had to 
plan ahead as there would be only themselves to do 
the farm work in a few years. 

We, John and Helen, continue to live on the farm 
at Chater, growing some grain and hay and also 
raising some cattle. In the spring of 1980, we rented 
our land at Ingelow to Walter Slezak and sons Johnny 
and Henry. John Kain works part time as a salesman 
for New Holland, Brandon. Debra and Leah, daugh
ters of John and Helen Kain, are the only grand
children on either side of the family, so have no first 
cousins. 



Karlander, Kenneth Karl 
KEN, the second of three sons born to OIle and 

Wilhemena Karlander, was born and raised in Lac La 
Hache, a small lumber mill and ranching community 
in the interior of British Columbia. Atthe age of17 he 
left for Notre Dame College in Wilcox, Saskatche
wan where he completed his high school and a B.A. 
Degree. Following that he spent one year at St. 
Francis Xavier University in Antigonish, Nova 
Scotia taking a B. Ed. Degree. His first teaching 
position was at Glenavon, Saskatchewan at the senior 
high level. It was at Glenavon that Ken met his wife 
Bev. They were married in Glenavon on a beautiful 
summer day, August 9, 1969. 

BEVERLIE, eldest of six daughters belonging to 
Steve and Agnes Shiplack, was born and raised in 
Glenavon, Saskatchewan. Ma and Fa. were farm folk, 
Ma being a teacher when they first met. "Growing 
up" included for Bev, being a member of 4-H for 
eight years, belonging to and later instructing classes 
in CGIT, figure skating, softball, track and field, 
soccer, volleyball, hauling grain at harvest time, 
helping other families harvest by cooking and taking 
care of children, working on a tobacco farm in On
tario, as a waitress in the Calgary and Banff areas, 
editing the school newspaper for two years and work
ing with the yearbook and sportsclubs. Upon gradu
ating from Grade XII at Glenavon High, Bev 
enrolled in the Education program and returned to 
Glenavon for her first teaching assignment; all sub
ject areas of Grade VI plus physical education in 
Grades IV, V and VI. 

During the summer of 1971, Ken and Beverlie 
made their move to Melita where Ken had accepted a 
position of teaching Senior High English and Bev
erlie became a member of a team teaching situation in 
the open area of Grades IV, V and VI. 

The first day of spring in 1972 witnessed the birth 
of a son, KORWYN LEIGH, better known as Kory. 
Kory is friendly, bubbly and loves life and enjoys 
watching and participating in sports events. He is 
taking piano lessons and has been a member of the art 
appreciation programs offered at Melita school in the 
evenings. When Kory was nearly five years of age, 
he was blessed with a baby sister, HEIDI TA
MARA, born on January 3, 1977. Heidi can be 
described as friendly, curious, outgoing, tall for her 
age with a bit of devil in those dimples. She has been 
intrigued with gymnastics and spends summers 
swimming, and motoring here and there with the 
family. 

Kaye, Dr. H. A. 
DR. H. A. KAYE was born in Winnipeg and 

received his earlier education there, graduating from 
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Dr. H. A. Kaye. 

the University of Manitoba with a B. Sc. in 1938. He 
entered the University of Laval, Quebec City in 
1938, entered the Faculty of Medicine and received 
his M.D. in 1943. His medical studies were taught in 
French in which he became fluent. He joined the 
R.C.M.C. that same year and remained in service 
until 1947 being discharged with the rank of Major. 

Dr. Kaye then practiced medicine in Sioux Look
out for a few months, but wanted to get back to 
Manitoba, went to Waskada in 1948 where he be
came Municipal Doctor. In 1950 he came to Melita 
where he has practiced ever since. 

The family now consists of his wife DORffiHY, 
who is a 1950 graduate of the Misericordia Hospital 
in Winnipeg, four sons, one daughter and two step
daughters. Dr. Kaye is an avid reader of medicine, 
and also greatly interested in Archeology and An
thropology. His love of classical music is well known 
especially Grand Opera. He had a very large library 
of classical records perhaps the largest in this part of 
the country. Dr. Kaye is also somewhat of a linguist 
speaking six languages, four of them fluently. 

Keeler, Wendell 
Melita was not far from my home at Lauder and 

when I was offered a teaching position with an Oc
cupational Entrance Class at Melita in September of 
1972, the choice was not difficult. I had played fast
ball against the Browns and Kinsmen for a number of 
years and enjoyed the people. I taught for two years 
before going overseas with a fellow teacher, Wayne 
Krislock, in December of 1974. During July to De
cember I worked with the Highways Department 
maintenance crew. 

During the time at Melita I enjoyed coaching 
school teams (volleyball and fastball), refereeing 



Wendell Keeler. 

-
hockey (Minor, South-West League, Intermediate 
and Junior B in Saskatchewan) and coaching minor 
hockey. As well, I belonged to the curling club and 
upon returning to Melita to teach in 1976-77 was the 
secretary of the club. 

I really enjoyed the Kinsmen Club in Melita, the 
annual hockey tournament in Brandon as well as 
several "missions" to the United States to observe 
moon-rock, etc. and visit Antler, Westhope or Bot
tineau, North Dakota. I played baseball with the 
Bisons, helped with the "Canoe Days" celebration, 
but most of all enjoyed Rider-Bomber football games 
whether in Regina, Winnipeg, or at home in Melita, 
even though the Edmonton Eskimos were always my 
team. The days at Melita rank among the best years 
of my life and always enjoy meeting people from 
Melita and hearing what people have done or are 
doing. Thank you for the opportunity to be part of the 
Melita and District History. 

On July 31, 1982 I will be married to Lynne 
Holm, who also teaches in Portage la Prairie, where 
we will be living and invite friends to drop in when 
you are this way. Once again thank you. 

Kelly, Victor Lyle 
VICTOR LYLE KELLY was born May 24, 

1899 at Melita, son of FRANK and ANN Kelly. He 

l.-R.: Bob. John, Bill. Bud. Seated: Gladys. Helen and Vic 
Kelly. 
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received his education at Peninsula and Melita 
schools. In 1916 he enlisted in the Army, serving with 
the 251st Battalion at Vimy Ridge and was wounded 
at Amiens, France. 

Following his discharge Vic took a Commercial 
Course at Brandon College. While there he met 
HELEN GRIFFITH of Rounthwaite, Manitoba, 
who was taking a Stenographer's Course. They were 
married on October 27, 1920. They moved to Vic's 
father's farm (12-3-27) in the Peninsula District south 
of Melita and took over operation of the farm. John, 
Bob, Bill and Gladys were born at Melita. The 
family moved to a farm at Miniota, Manitoba in 1936 
where another son, Bud was born. 

On October 27, 1970 Vic and Helen celebrated 
their Golden Wedding Anniversary. Open house was 
held at their son John's home in Brandon with all 
their family present. When Vic and Helen retired 
they continued to live in the house on the farm. Vic 
passed away July 5, 1976 in the Brandon Hospital. 
Helen now resides in the Boreham Apartments in 
Brandon. 

John Franklin (John) was born at Melita in 1921. 
He attended school at Peninsula until the family 
moved to Miniota when he quit and helped his dad 
farm. He enlisted in the Air Force and served as a 
Rear Gunner, completing two tours over Europe and 
Africa. John married Hazel Hanna of Isabella, Man
itoba in 1950. They reside in Brandon and have two 
children, Greydon and Karen Ann. Greydon Hanna 
married Carolyn Buchanan of Rathwell and they live 
in Brandon. They had three children, Kenneth, 
Michael, and Kelly Lynne. Kenneth passed away in 
1976. Karen Ann married Tony Augustine of Lac du 
Bonnet and they have one son, Anthony John. 

Lloyd Robert (Bob) was born at Melita in 1922. 
He attended school at Peninsula, Beulah and Mini
ota. He joined the Air Force and served as a pilot, 
completing a tour over Europe and Africa. Bob was 
awarded the distinguished Flying Cross. In 1958 he 
married Dorothy Fish of Vancouver. They reside in 
Calgary and have one daughter, Cheryl who married 
Darryl Seigler and they live in Victoria. 

William Wallace (Bill) was born in 1925 at 
Melita. He attended school at Peninsula and Beulah. 
He joined the Air Force and served as a Bombadier 
and later transferred to the Navy. In 1951 Bill married 
Erma Stowe of Miniota and they farmed until retiring 
in 1977 but still live on the farm. They have four 
daughters. Phyllis married Don Deutsch of Decker, 
Manitoba. They live at Blackfalds, Alberta and have 
two sons Ryan and Darryl. Doreen is studying for a 
degree in law at Winnipeg. Myrna married Michael 
La Valley and they reside in Calgary. Judith is finish
ing her education at Birtle, Manitoba. 



· Gladys Sylvia (Gladys) was born at Elva in 1928 
and attended school at Peninsula and Beulah. On 
October 27, 1945 on the ossasion of her parents' 
Silver Wedding Anniversary she married Ted 
Grainger of Beulah. They farmed until 1975 when 
they built a new home on the farm and retired. They 
have two daughters and a son. Helen married Tom 
Latimer of Boissevain and they have one son Todd 
Kelly. Kelly married Myrnalee Stewart of Birtle and 
they took over his parents' farm. Lynda married 
Philip Hills of Foxwarren. They are divorced and she 
married Douglas Pettypiece of Boissevain, Septem
ber 17, 1982. 

James Victor (Bud) was born in 1937 at Miniota. 
He attended school at Beulah and Miniota. He joined 
the Air Force and trained as an Electrical Engineer. In 
1959 he married Janet Bell of Isabella, Manitoba and 
they reside in Pinawa, Manitoba. They have two 
children, Joanne and Katherine. Both girls are very 
accomplished figure skaters, having their gold 
medals in dance. 

When we lived at Melita and the boys were small 
an elderly Indian, "Sitting Eagle", used to come by 
and made the boys bows and arrows and he said to 
Dad, "three sons, three soldiers." Little did Dad and 
Mother, at that time, ever think that all their sons 
would all join up to serve their country. 

Even though our parents lived through the "Dirty 
Thirties", knew hard times and had to work very 
hard, we were always well provided for and grew up 
knowing what it was to have a warm and loving home 
for which we are very thankful and will be eternally 
grateful. 

Kennedy, James W. (Jim) 
JIM was born and raised in the Waskada area and 

served overseas in the Canadian Army. In 1951 he 
married MARION MITCHELL of Brookdale, Man
itoba who worked for the Manitoba Telephone Sys
tem at Waskada. They lived at Dand, Manitoba; 
Inchkeith, Saskatchewan; and Altamont, Manitoba. 

In 1962, Jim, Marion and their two daughters 
DOREEN (born 1952) and LORI (born 1959) 
moved to Melita and lived in the upper front suite of 
the block on Front Street owned by Cameron & 
Brockinton. Jim worked for Anglo Canadian Oils in 
the Pierson area. 

In the fall of 1963 they moved to Pierson and in 
1968 they had another daughter JODI. Jim presently 
works for B & J Gulf Sales Ltd. out of Melita. 
Doreen took Secretarial Science at Assiniboine 
Community College and worked for a law firm in 
Brandon and Deloraine until her marriage to Charles 
(Chuck) Lund of Melita in 1978. (see Lund history) 

Lori took Medical Radiological Technology, 
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worked at Ste. Rose du Lac Hospital for two years 
and is presently employed at Stanton Hospital, Yel
lowknife, Northwest Territories. 

Jodi is attending Junior High School at Pierson. 

Kennedy, John 
by Margaret Mitchelson 

JOHN KENNEDY, born April 13, 1862, in St. 
Annes, Ontario, came west in 1882 and worked in the 
wood yard at Oak Lake and then went to Fort Calgary 
in the North West Territories. In July 1885 he drove 
the mail cart from Portage LaPrairie. In 1886 and 
1887 he drove the mail cart in Holland, Manitoba. He 
settled in the Melita District in 1895, and home
steaded SW 2-3-26, later purchasing NW 2-3-26 and 
W 1-3-26. 

He married HELEN YOUNG on January 16,1916 
and had one daughter, MARGARET (PEGGY), 
born June 13, 1917, who married Richard Mitchelson 
of Winnipeg in 1937. They have five children, one 
boy and four girls. 

Mrs. John Kennedy died in the year 1937. John 
Kennedy died July 13, 1939. 

Kilkenny, W. J. L. (Bill) 
WILLIAM 1. L. KILKENNY, son of JOHN (Joe) 

and MARGARET Kilkenny (Livingstone) was born 
on SE 13-5-28 in the RM of Albert two miles south
west of Broomhill on September 5, 1915. We lived on 
the farm until 1919 when my father had an auction 
sale and moved to the village of Broomhill, where he 
and his brother Will operated a general store and Post 
Office. It was here that I spent the next fory-five 
years. 

I attended Hathaway School #717 for my ele
mentary education and then on to Melita High 
School for grades nine to eleven. Two of my teachers 
at Hathaway School were Miss Gladys Mann and 
Miss Mae Davidson, now Mrs. Borden Dobbyn of 
Melita. I had the pleasure of attending the 50th Wed
ding Anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. Dobbyn in 1981. 
My teachers at Melita High School were Mr. George 
Garrett, Principal, Miss Birdie Gamey and Miss 
Margaret Street. With Mr. Garrett, in the classroom 
it was education and on the playground it was sports, 
of which he was a great promoter. He produced some 
good hockey and baseball players out of school dur
ing his stay as Principal. In Grade eleven, I had a 
perfect attendance except for one half day. On this 
after noon, I played hookey and went to a hockey 
tournament at the coliseum in which Broomhill was 
taking part. The next morning after class started, Mr. 
Garrett asked if I would care to give a report on the 
hockey tournament. I may say, "no more playing 
hookey." During my attendance at High School, I 



had the misfortune to have my parents pass away, my 
father on January 23, 1930 and my mother on Octo
ber 30, 1931. Following the death of my mother, I 
made my home with Seymour (Cy) and Margaret 
(Grierson) McCreath and son Bill. Seymour was 
manager of the W & J Kilkenny Estate store after my 
father passed away, as he had been employed as a 
clerk previously. I made my home with them until I 
married NEOMA BECKER of Maxim, Saskatche
wan on September 16,1939. We were married at the 
United Church Manse at Melita by Reverend Percy 
E. Jones, with Jock and Jenetta McMurdo as our 
attendants, and six of our relatives in attendance. 
Neoma is the daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Becker of Maxim, Saskatchewan. Due to drought 
conditions in southern Saskatchewan, Neoma and 
her friend, Jenetta McLeod came to Manitoba seek
ing employment. Neoma went to work for Mr. and 
Mrs. Warren Belfry and Jenetta worked for Mr. and 
Mrs. E. H. (Pat) Russell. Jenetta married Jock 
McMurdo of Lyleton on September 17, 1938. We 
have many happy memories and laughs over our 
courting days in an International six speed special 
truck and a Ford Model T roadster. With gas at three 
gallons for ninety five cents, shows at Waite's The
atre and dances at the Coliseum for thirty five cents, 
we had our good times. 

Following my school days, came the so called 
"Dirty Thirties." I worked in the store part time and 
on local farms part time. In 1934 with the mass 
movement of people and livestock to other districts in 
Manitoba in search of feed due to the drought condi
tions, I went to the Bield district near Roblin in June, 
with a group of farmers to help herd the stock and 
build fences for my board. I was only there for three 
weeks, and I did not appreciate living under an over
turned hayrack with a linoleum covering and a diet of 
porridge, eggs, tea and bread three time a day. I 
earned one dollar in the three weeks I was there, 
cleaning grain out of the bottom of five or six bins in 
the Pool elevator at Bield. 

In July, I went to the Flee Island District north of 
High Bluff with Percy and Bill Champion to help put 
up hay for their livestock. Following the haying 
season, I went threshing, hauling sheaves for $1.50 to 
$2 a day, six a.m. to seven p.m., and then doing fall 
work for $20 a month. Jack Banks, Henry Dobbyn 
and a fellow from Goodlands worked on the same 
outfit, and they were sure helpful to me, as blisters 
came easily to a young fellow not accustomed to 
pitching sheaves in a forty to fifty bushel per acre 
crop. The "Dirty Thirties" were a great experience to 
a young fellow and I am thankful that I was able to be 
a part of them, it gives me a greater appreciation of 
the things as they are today. I certainly have a deep 

591 

appreciation for the fathers and mothers who had to 
provide for their families during those futile years, 
they are very deserving of great praise and credit for 
their fortitude under the most trying conditions. 

In 1939 I took over the management of the Kil
kenny Estate store and Postmastership which I car
ried on for twenty-five years and due to the 
discontinuance of receiving mail and express by rail, 
I closed out the business on September 30, 1964. 
During these years, Neoma and I enjoyed being a 
part of the Broornhill community and were able to 
share the ups and downs with the other residents of 
the district. 

After a year's absence from the business world, 
in June 1965, I accepted a job as a car salesman for 
Nield's Auto Service at Melita, which lasted about a 
week, which was about six days too long. I then 
started as a partsman and bookkeeper for them, a job 
I held until they sold their business to Melita Motors 
in April 1969 . I then moved next door to be partsman 
and bookkeeper for Frank Warsaba in the John Deere 
business, where I remained until December, 1979, a 
period of eleven years. Since that time, gardening in 
the summer, curling in the winter, and drinking cof
fee have been my major pastimes. 

Since moving to Melita in 1965, I have been 
associated with the following organizations. As a 
member of Reston Lodge for over twenty-five years, 
I affiliated with the Oriental Masonic Lodge in 
Melita and acted as secretary for ten years and as 
"Worshipful Master" in 1982. I was a charter mem
ber of Melita Toastmasters Club, a very educational 
and self-benefitting club, which, sorry to say only 
lasted four or five years. I am a member of the Antler 
River Historical Society, the Antler River Hor
ticultural Society, and aided the revival of the Melita 
Senior Curling Club with the regular schedule and 
bonspiels. Neoma has been a regular member of the 
Melita Ladies Curling Club since 1965, and enjoys 
the various bonspiels in Melita and adjoining com
munities. 

I was a member of the Organizational Committee 
for Hospital District #14, comprising of the Delo
raine and Melita Hospitals, and later a member of the 
Administrative committee of Wilson Memorial Hos
pital. It was a great day for the Melita area when the 
Wilson Memorial Hospital was opened, and named 
after a very dedicated country Doctor, Dr. Fred C. 
Wilson, who never thought of himself, when others 
were in need of medical attention. 

Neoma and I have two sons, LORNE 
WILLIAM, born July 4, 1942 at Mrs. Mainland's 
nursing home in Melita (now 148 Maple Street), and 
TERRY BRYAN, born April 29, 1947 at Mrs. Main
lands nursing home (now Goldie Wren's residence). 



Lome attended elementary school at Broomhill, and 
took his High School at Tilston and Reston. After 
finishing school, he started to work for Manitoba 
Hydro in 1962. He worked at many locations in 
Manitoba and is now situated at Russell, Manitoba. 
He married Myra Haas of Russell on May 6, 1967, 
and they have three sons, Bradley William, Clinton 
Blake and TYler Brant. 

Terry, who suffered with cerebral palsy due to a 
birth injury, has been confined to a wheelchair during 
his lifetime and was unable to attend school. After 
many years of frustration, in trying to find help for 
Terry's conditon, by attending doctors and clinics in 
various parts of western Canada and United States, 
we accepted our responsibility to give him the love 
and care of a good home life. Then came the Personal 
Care Home in Melita in 1977, planned and built by 
the area and the governments of the day. Mr. Francis 
Downey suggested that this would be the ideal home 
for Terry and an application was presented. Terry was 
one of the first residents of the Home and he has been 
so well cared for by a dedicated staff and accepted by 
other residents as one big family. We are so grateful 
that Terry was able to have so fine a home. 

Kirby Geoff 
The Kirby family moved into Melita in 1957 

when GEOFF was transferred from Brandon by the 
Manitoba Liquor Commission to manage the new 
Liquor Store which was opened that year. Geoff 
served with the R.A.F., Air Training Command dur
ing the war and was stationed at Weyburn Saskatche
wan, and Carberry, Manitoba during 1943-44. At 
that time he met MOLLIE, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry Howell of Brandon, and they were married in 
England in 1947, returning to Canada in 1948 and 
taking up residence in Brandon. Their children 
ELAINE, and twins, BRENT and CHERYL were 
born in Brandon. Elaine is married to Al Coderre of 
Victoria, British Columbia and they now reside 
there. Brent married Tannis Tough of Virden, and 
they make their home there. Cheryl and her husband 
JIM STEWART, reside in Melita and are the par
ents of Darren and Rebecca 

Mollie, in partnership with Helen Filteau, and 
later with Hazel Quane, purchased the Ladies' Wear 
Store from Mr. Norman A. Gould in 1961. The busi
ness was renamed The Fashion Centre and Mollie 
was actively involved in its day to day operations 
until its sale in 1971 to Mrs. Anne Collie. 

Geoff and Mollie were actively involved with 
sundry clubs, groups and organizations dedicated to 
the betterment and welfare of the Community. Geoff 
retired in 1978 and he and Mollie now live on North 
Pender, one of the Gulf Islands in British Columbia. 
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We salute Melita on its 100th birthday we were 
happy to be part of its development for 21 years 
and trust that it will continue to grow to be a vital part 
of the Community of South-western Manitoba during 
the next 100 years. 

Kirkup, Thomas 
THOMAS KIRKUP was born at Newcastle on 

Tyne, England on August 8,1841. At the early age of 
13 years, he left England to come to Canada, settling 
at Wakefield, Quebec along the Gatineau River. 
While living at Wakefield he married ALMIRA 
CATES on February 17, 1865. Their family consisted 
of eight children, two boys, CYRUS H. and BERM 
TIE CECIL, and daughters EVA and NELLIE, 
also two other daughters and two infant babies died at 
an early age. 

Thomas and Almira Kirkup. 

Thomas followed the building and contracting 
business for many years. In 1882 he brought his wife, 
Almira, and family west to Fort William, Ontario. 
Later, they moved to West Superior where Thomas 
was engaged in business for a few years. They then 
moved to Manitoba and located on SW 2-4-27. In 
1895. he purchased SE 2-4-27, one mile west of 
Melita, from R. M. Graham, where he farmed and 
lived until his death in September, 1905. 

Thomas was well known and being of a pleasant 
and kindly nature, he made many warm friends. His 
wife, Almira, continued to live and operate the farm 
with the help of her sons, until her death in November 
of 1916. 

Eva, daughter of Thomas and Almira Kirkup, 
was born October 19, 1867, at Wakefield, Quebec. 
She moved with her parents in 1882 to Fort William, 
Ontario and later to Melita. She married R. S. Piper 
on March 23, 1897. Bob owned and operated the R. 
S. Piper and Sons Hardware, Westfort, Fort William, 
Ontario. Their family consists of three sons, Bill, 
Bob and Allan, and one daughter, Almira. The boys 
took over and operated the hardware store after their 



father passed away. Allan, the youngest boy, still 
lives at Fort William, or better known now as 
Thunder Bay. 

Nellie, daughter of Thomas and Almira Kirkup, 
was born at Wakefield, Quebec. She moved with her 
parents to Fort William, Ontario, and later to Melita. 
She married JAMES T. McCALLUM on November 
12, 1896. They lived and farmed around Melita. They 
had three sons, Lloyd, Lorne and Cye, and one 
daughter, Torie. 

Cyrus and Bertie histories follow. 

Kirkup, Cyrus H. 
by Aida Sitko (Kirkup) 

CYRUS, eldest son of Thomas and Almira 
Kirkup, was born in July 1867 at Wakefield, Quebec. 
He came west with his parents to Fort William where 
he married LOUISA RICHARDS on March 20, 
1889. Cyrus brought his wife to Manitoba and they 
lived and farmed west of Melita on Sw 2-4-27 for a 
few years, along with his brother Bert. Cyrus and 
Louisa had four children, three boys, Cecil Arnold, 
Clifford and Roy, and one daughter, Olga. Their 
eldest son Cecil Arnold, was the first baby baptized 
in the Anglican Mission. Cyrus later moved his fam
ily to Fort William, where they resided until their 
death. 

Kirkup, Bertie Cecil 
by AIda Sitko (Kirkup) 

BERTIE CECIL KIRKUP was born August 18, 
1870 at Wakefield, Quebec, the second son of 
Thomas and Almira Kirkup. He came west to Man
itoba and homesteaded on SW 2-1-27, in the Coulter
vale district for a short time. Bert then moved to SW 
2-4-27, where he lived until his father, Thomas 
Kirkup, came to Melita in 1896. He then purchased 
another farm, SE 27-3-27, three miles south of 
2-4-27. This farm is still owned and farmed by his 
youngest son, R. 1. Kirkup. Bert married MAR
GARET IRENE REID in 1905. They owned and 
worked two farms for many years, living part time on 
each farm, taking care of Bert's mother, Almira, until 
her death on November 13,1916. Bert and Margaret 
raised nine children; Alice Mae (see William Robert 
Coates), Cecil Thomas (separate history) Mabel 
Irene (see German Davis), Cyrus Arthur (separate 
history) Margaret Eva, Robert John, (separate his
tory) Ella Jean (see Lewis Miner), Orma Elaine and 
Aida Marie (see Ed Sitko). A daughter Almira died 
at six weeks in October 1913, and an infant baby died 
at birth in 1917. 

Bert, my father, loved farming and was very 
interested in breaking in horses and raising cattle. 

Bert C. and Margaret Kirkup. 

Julian and Eva (Kirkup) Toso. 
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His horses were very high spirited and so he had 
many runaways and narrow escapes. One time, I 
have been told, that Dad, along with my brother Cye 
was driving the horses pulling a rake when the tongue 
broke throwing both Cye and Dad off the rake. Cye 
rolled around in the tongs of the rake until it flipped 
up and he was thrown clear, but Dad was caught in the 
broken tongue and dragged a long way. A neighbor 
finally came along and got help for Dad. This is just 
one of the many times that he was badly hurt from a 
runaway team. Dad always travelled in either the 
Bennett buggy or the Bracken buggy as he was deaf 
and could not travel alone. Someone of the family or 
a grandchild were always with him. Dad was very 
active in the United Grain Growers Association, tak
ing in many conventions, in his younger years. Both 
Dad and Mother were interested in community af
fairs. Our home was always open to relatives and 
friends. 

We, as a family, spent many happy hours enjoy
ing a sing song or dancing, and in later years, we 
enjoyed many card games with Dad as he didn't go 
out much due to his being deaf. Mother and Dad lived 
their latter years on the farm, one mile west of 
Melita, until Dad's death in February 1944. Mother 
and I then moved to town and lived above the rest 
room or the old Union Bank until I was married in 
1947. Mother continued to live in Melita until her 
health would not permit her to live alone, and she 
moved to Deloraine Senior Citizens Home, where 
she resided until November 1967. Mother took an 
active part in Unit III of United Church Women and 
was a charter member of Legion Ladies Auxiliary 
and a member of Ladies Orange Benevolent Associa
tion. She spent the last couple of months of her life in 
hospital in Brandon until her death in January 1968. 

Margaret Eva Kirkup was born September 27, 
1915, at Dr. Byers' Nursing Home, in Melita. She 
received her education at Melita School and then 
worked as a domestic housekeeper around Melita 
and in Winnipeg for a number of years. Eva married 
Julian Ingard Toso (son of Bertha and Joseph Toso) of 
Lake Alma, Saskatchewan. Julian was a carpenter by 
trade. Eva and Julian raised two children, a daughter 
Marlene and a son, Robert. In her later years Eva 
moved to Edmonton to be close to her family and 
grandchildren. She resided there until her death in 
March 1976. 

Marlene Joan was born October 11, 1943. In 
Winnipeg she married Franklin Edward Lee (son of 
Gladys and John Lee of Lyleton). They lived for a 
short time at Lyleton, later moving to Edmonton 
where Franklin has worked for a number of years as a 
welder. Since 1979, Franklin has operated his own 
business, Framar Ltd., Edmonton. Of this marriage 
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there are four children: Victoria Anne, born May 20, 
1961, at Wilson Memorial Hospital, Melita; Robert 
Edward, born April 5, 1964; and Debra Dawn, born 
May 4, 1965. Trevor Allan was born July 6,1967. 

Robert Joseph was born August 6, 1948 at Glad
mare, Saskatchewan. He married Connie Kupchyk 
and to this union was born a son Jacob Nathan, on 
February 18, 1975 in Regina. Bob is a carpenter by 
trade and lives in Regina. 

Orma Elaine (by Orma Kirkup Minshull) was 
born July 11, 1923 on SE 2-4-27, Melita. I received 
my education at Melita and worked for a year as a 
hairdresser. On May 1, 1944. I married George Har
wood Minshull of Pierson. In July 1945 we moved 
from the farm home to the town of Pierson where 
George undertook operation of the Pierson Post Of
fice. I ran the office while George remained farming 
until the opening of a government office in Novem
ber 1968. To date George has been Post Master for a 
period of 38 years. George and I raised four children 
during the course of our life, Marvin, Lorrie, Ron 
andlohn. 

Marvin, an electrician, married Betty Renwick in 
December 1970. Together they raised three children, 
David, Dean and Suzanne. Lorrie married Jim Lee in 
August, 1974. Lorrie and Jim and their two children, 
Terri and Kurtis, returned from Steinbach to the 
Pierson area in 1981 when they purchased South West 
Agri-Motive. Ron resides in Virden where he is 
employed as an accountant with Chevron Standard 
Ltd. Upon finishing his secondary education at Pier
son, John enrolled in university and is presently 
studying for a Bachelor of Education degree. 

Kirkup, Cecil Thomas 
Cecil Kirkup was born on April 26, 1908, eldest 

son of Bert and Maggie (Reid) of Melita. He received 
his education in Melita School. He then worked on 
the farm with his dad and also for other farmers. In 
1935 he farmed a quarter section of land on 3-3-27 
himself, still farming with his father. In 1948 Cecil 
was employed by the Department of Highways. 
Working for the Department for 25 years, he retired 
in 1973. At his retirement party he was presented 
with a certificate and wrist watch, this being a happy 
occasion with fellow workers, friends and family 
present. 

In 1936 Cecil married Eva Louttit, fourth daugh
ter of Dave and Annie Louttit of Elva. Cecil and Eva 
lived on the B. C. Kirkup farm 3-3-27, later moving 
to the Kirkup home west of Melita, 2-4-27, where 
Art Jacksons now live. Cecil and Eva moved from the 
farm in 1950 to SW 6-4-26, presently owned by Glen 
Long. They moved to Melita and in 1953 where they 
still reside, Cecil and Eva have five children: Bill, 



L.-R., Back: Bill, Jim, Bob, Tom. Front: Wilma, Cecil and Eva 
Kirkup (1980). 

Bob, Wilma, Jim and Tom. They lost a daughter at 
birth in 1938. Their family received their education 
in Melita School. William Ralph (Bill) worked for 
the Telephone System from 1950-1952 and the 
C.P.R. from 1952-58 before taking up work with the 
Monarch Life Assurance Company in 1958. He 
earned the C.L.U. (Chartered Life Underwriter de
gree) in 1966. Bill has always been interested in 
sports, especially baseball and hockey in Souris. On 
April 11, 1953, Bill married Sheila Saunderson from 
Souris. They have five sons; Grant, Dwight and 
Dwayne (twins), Greig and David Keith (D. K.) and 
reside in Souris. 

Robert Cecil (Bob) has worked for the Royal 
Bank since school days starting in the Melita branch. 
Other branches where he worked are Langruth, Fort 
William, Minnedosa, Manitou, Winnipeg, Pine Falls 
and Woodstock, Ontario. He is now manager of the 
Royal Bank in Harriston, Ontario. Bob has always 
been interested in sports, especially baseball, curling 
and golf. He married Lenora Anderson from 
Amaranth, Manitoba in 1959. They have two daugh
ters, Kim and Colleen and one son Shaun. In April 
1982, Bob was transferred to London, Ontario where 
they now reside. 

Wilma Joan finished school and went to Win
nipeg to train as a telephone operator, later being 
transferred to the Melita office. She married Melvin 
Clifford. (See Clifford history) 

James Keith (Jim) worked on a farm during holi
days, then for Manitoba Hydro before attending 
Brandon College to take up Education. He taught for 
three years in Waskada and one year in Souris. Then 
he went back to college and received his degree in 
Arts. He taught school in Waskada, for seven years 
then went to Pierson, serving as Principal. Jim al-
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ways has been very interested in sports especially 
baseball, hockey and curling, still taking part in 
baseball and curling. Jim married MARIE MILLAR 
(daughter of Keith and Dorothy) from Waskada on 
August 6, 1969 at Waskada church by Rev. Robert
son. They have one daughter Kelly and one son Kary. 
They now reside in Pierson. 

Tom, Lorraine, Chris and David Kirkup. 

Thomas Douglas (Tom) finished school and took 
a Chartered Accountancy Course by correspon
dence, apprenticing under Mr. Wismar of Souris. He 
later transferred to the Meyers, Norris, Penny and 
Company office in Brandon, and graduated in 1974. 
In 1976 Tom transferred to the Virden office of 
Meyers, Norris, Penny and Company and became an 
Associate Partner in 1978. He always like sports, also 
taking part in baseball, football, curling, hockey and 
fastball, being still active in curling and fastball. Tom 
married Lorraine Greenley from Coulter, (daughter 
of Cecil and Helen) on October 21, 1972. They have 
two sons, David and Chris, and reside in Virden. 
Lorraine is a devoted church worker and Sunday 
School teacher. Editor's note: Tom and Lorraine have 
a third son, Jonathon Daniel, born February 25, 
1983. 

Kirkup, Cyrus Arthur 
submitted by AIda Sitko 

Cyrus was born December 31, 1911, the second 
son of Margaret and Bert Kirkup, on SE 2-4-27, the 
Kirkup farm, one mile west of Melita. Cye received 
his education at Melita School and then for a few 
years worked on the farm along with his father, Bert. 



L.-A., Back: Olive, Kenneth, Raymond, Sharon. Seated: Mar
garet, Cyrus, Shirley Kirkup. 

In 1936 Cye married Margaret Ruthven of Carlyle, 
Saskatchewan. To this marriage were born five chil
dren: Kenneth George born January 28, 1937, 
Shirley Yvonne born October 26, 1942, Olive Marie 
born October 28, 1943, RaymondArthurborn Octo
ber 6, 1946 and Sharon Christine born January 27, 
1957. Cye and Margaret farmed in the Melita district 
for a number of years. He also worked with Sterling 
Masonry Contractors and with Thompson Plastic. In 
1952 Cye moved his family to Regina where he 
worked as maintenance man for the Regina Post 
Office until he retired in 1976. Cye and Margaret still 
make their home at Regina. 

Kenneth George Kirkup obtained his education at 
Melita School and at Regina. Kenneth owns and 
operated a plumbing business at Regina. On June 8, 
1957, Ken married Edna Ewasiuk. They have two 
children, Thomas Kenneth born March 23, 1959 and 
Darren born July 9, 1963. His eldest son Thomas was 
married on August 2, 1980 at Regina. 

Shirley Yvonne married Leo Borsa September 5, 
1964 at Regina. They have two children, Jeffery Leon 
born November 15, 1968 and Cory James born May 
3,1972. 

Olive Marie married Arthur Dale Turgeon. Dale 
is the manager of Kingsway Transport at Regina. To 
this marriage there are two boys, Russell Mark born 
November 14, 1963, and Calvin Dale born May 20, 
1961. 

Raymond Arthur married Marilyn Robberstad on 
October 26, 1974. Of this marriage there are two 
children, Michelle Laine born January 26, 1978 and 
Suzanne Rae born August 18, 1980. Both were born 
at St. Pauls Hospital, Saskatoon. Raymond is sales 
manager for Vensco at Saskatoon. 

Sharon Christine married Dennis O'Connor on 
April 13, 1974 at Regina. Dennis is salesman for 
Great Plains Auctions of Regina. They have three 
children, Laurie, Jeremy and Amanda. 
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Kirkup, Robert John 
by Edythe Kirkup 

Robert John Kirkup was born in Mrs. Main
land's Nursing home at Elva on September 26, 1918. 
He is the youngest son of Bertie Cecil and Margaret 
Irene (Reid) Kirkup. Jack took his schooling in 
Melita. In 1941 Jack joined the Royal Canadian Ar
tillery taking his training at the west coast before 
going overseas in July 1943. He saw duty on various 
fronts in Europe. After his discharge in 1946, he 
returned to Melita and began farming on 27 -3-27. On 
March 25, 1948 he married Edythe Leon Snyder 
(daughter of Bessie and Ira Snyder). They raised a 
family of five. 

L.-A., Back: ChriS, Murray, Kerry, Bert, Larry, AI. Seated: 
Elaine, Kirby, Edythe, Dana, Jack, Ryan, Helen (Kirkup fam
ily). 

Jack always enjoys farming and caring for his 
cattle. Son, Murray, now helps his dad with farming 
operations. Jack enjoys sports, following baseball 
and hockey, but is especially interested in curling. He 
takes a very active part in organizing Senior and 
Legion Bonspiels. He is a member of Melita Legion 
having received his life membership in 1982. 

Edythe enjoys her work with choirs, also curls, 
and enjoys gardening, sewing and cooking for her 
family. 

Their family includes Edythe Elaine born Janu
ary 22, 1949 at Mrs. Mainland's Nursing home in 
Melita. She attended Melita schools after which she 
took a secretarial course at A.c.e. in Brandon. She 
worked in Winnipeg and Brandon. On August 24, 
1974, Elaine married CHRISTOPHER ERNEST 
HUNT at Melita. Chris's home is Kenton, Manitoba. 
His parents are Stan and Olive Hunt. Chris works for 
Manitoba Hydro, moving from Brandon to Killarney 
in 1980. They both enjoy all sports especially base
ball, hockey and curling. Elaine and Chris have two 



daughters Dana Lee, born November 16, 1976, and 
Kirby Rae born December 14, 1978. 

Helen Maureen, born June 26, 1951 at Tam
blyn's Nursing Home in Melita. After attending 
school in Melita, Helen took her nurse's training at 
Brandon School of Nursing, graduating in 1972. 
After working in Winnipeg, Brandon, Hamiota and 
Minnedosa, she met and married Alan John Sher
idan, son of Lloyd and Dot Sheridan. Alan works for 
the Department of Highways at Minnedosa and en
joys hunting, trapping and farming part-time. Helen 
and Alan were married December 20,1976, at Min
nedosa. Helen enjoys her nursing and finds time to 
follow hockey and curling with Alan. They have one 
son Ryan John born July 3, 1978. 

Larry John, "L.J.", was born September 13, 
1954 at Gainsborough, Saskatchewan. Larry has 
spent some time in Alberta working for Chevron 
Geophysical and is presently employed at "Rolling 
M. Enterprises" at Waskada driving trucks in all 
fields. Larry is a keen sports fan enjoying hockey in 
winter, and slowpitch in summer. 

Murray Lynn was born March 27, 1960 in Wil
son Memorial Hospital Melita. He attended school in 
Melita, where he took an active part in all sports and 
class activities. While still attending school in met 
KERRY ANN MOSSETT, of Deloraine, whom he 
married April 17, 1982. They live on the farm NW 
27-3-27. Kerry works as a secretary for Cameron 
Agencies in Melita. Murray enjoys baseball with the 
Melita Beavers. 

Robert Wayne was born August 28, 1963 also at 
Wilson Memorial. Bert took part in all sports ac
tivities while attending school. His favorite sport 
being hockey, he played in minor hockey under 
coach Ernie Toms. He played right wing on a line 
with Jim and Gerry Harmon. This team travelled 
many, many miles with unforgettable experiences 
too numerous to relate. Bert also enjoys football and 
slowpitch in summer. At present he helps out at home 
and has been kept busy driving trucks for Esso and 
Shell this past summer. 

In November 1963 Jack and Edythe moved their 
family to the red brick house owned by Edythe's 
uncle, Haldon Weston. Since then Jack has bought 
the farm 26-3-27, where their home is always open to 
relatives, friends, and young folks. 

Kjernisted, Dr. Val 
VAL, a veterinarian, practised in Melita from 

1954 to 1957 before opening a clinic in Stonewall, 
Manitoba. He married BEVERLY MURRAY 
daughter of Robert C. and Marjorie Murray of Melit~ 
i~ August of 1958. They live in Stonewall. Val prac
tIsed there from 1957-1977 and is presently employed 
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as Regional Veterinarian with Agriculture Canada in 
Winnipeg. 

Val and Bev have five children: KEVIN who is in 
fourth year Medical School in Winnipeg; BRENT 
and BRAD (twins), Brent appenticing in plumbing, 
Brad in finishing carpentry line in Calgary; LORI 
who is employed as a travel agent at McDonald 
Travel Agency in Winnipeg, and LYLE who is in the 
Western Hockey League with the Kamloops Oilers. 

Klassen, Cornelius 
CORNELIUS (CORNIE) KLASSEN of Delo

raine was born near Morden, Manitoba, September 
8, 1930, the youngest son of John and Elizabeth 
Klassen. On September 30, 1952, Cornie's marriage 
to LAURA MARY COCQUYT, daughter of AN
DREW and ALICE COCQUYT, took place at the 
Sacred Heart Church in Melita. 

Cornie came to the Melita area in 1947 and 
worked on farms in the Chesterfield District. After 
their marriage, they lived in the Peninsula District for 
two years. Cornie rented NW 13-3-27 and NE 
7-3-26, which in later years he purchased from Ken 
Williams. In 1954 they moved onto section 28-3-26. 
They also rented NE 21-3-26. In April 1962 Cornie 
and Laura took over the family farm from Andrew 
Cocquyt, a mixed farm, so many years were spent 
milking cows. They continued to farm until 1978, 
when Cornie's ill health forced them to move into 
their new home in Melita. Cornie is very active in 
community work and 4-H, the Pee Wee club are his 
pride and joy. 

They have four chosen children, RICHARD 
JAMES born May 31,1957. He is employed with an 
oil drilling company in Alberta. THERESA ANN, 
born January 5, 1959 married PAUL REDDAWAY, 
son of Ralph and Elsie Reddaway, on June 2, 1976. 
They have two children, Joseph Andrew Paul born 
January 19,1978, and Leigh Anne born December 6, 
1979. They live in Melita where Paul is employed 
with Pro Hardware and Theresa does home care. 
DEREK WALTER was born February 24, 1960 and 
is employed in Edmonton. LORI LYNN was born 
May 14, 1961 and works in the Melita Post Office. 

Kontzie, Frederick 
by Jesse (Hainsworth) Kontzie 

Mr. and Mrs. FREDERICK KONTZIE migrated 
to Melita from Copenhagen, Ontario in 1882. They 
were met at Virden by John Drysdale, who brought 
them to Section 4-3-26 to homestead. John was a 
brother of Mrs. Kontzie. Mr. Kontzie filed on SE 
4-3-26. *Mrs. Kontzie purchased S 3-3-26 from an 
early homesteader, who moved away from the district 



about 1887. * (This information * * was taken 
from the book Melita's Tales and Trails). 

CHRISTIAN FREDERICK KONTZIE 
(1852 1933) married JANE DRYSDALE 
(1860-1928) of Dunboyne, Ontario. Jane Drysdale 
was a descendant of the Black Douglas. To this 
union, two sons were born, CHARLES WILLIAM 
in 1886 and EDWIN JOHN in 1887. The Kontzies 
lived in the Chesterfield School District to which 
school both sons attended. In youth Charlie and 
Edwin played a lot of baseball. Charlie was with the 
Melita team about 1903 or 1904. They used to travel 
all over by horse and buggy. 

Farming was the Kontzie occupation. It is noted 
that Frederick drew his first wheat to Souris, a four 
day round trip on those days. Their home was well 
known to be a "stop over" place for travellers, par
ticularly those teaming on the way to and from 
Melita. The travellers would put the team of horses in 
the barn. In the house, knowing to which bedroom to 
go, they would retire. It is said, if the Kontzies were 
away, that there were times they would not know who 
was staying over night until the person would come 
for breakfast, the next morning. The original house is 
gone. Mr. and Mrs. Kontzie retired to Melita. 

Kontzie, Charles William 
CHARLIE KONTZIE married NELLIE Mc

COURT who was born in Glasgow, Scotland, (1892) 
coming to Canada in 1916. Two sons were born to this 
union, Fred (1917- ) and Donald (1919-1967). 
Charlie farmed the home place. He was one of the 
original board of directors of the Dalny Pool Elevator 
Association. As an item of interest, Charlie had the 
first automobile, (a McLaughlin car) in the district, 
purchased in 1909. Later Charlie and Nellie moved to 
Melita where Charlie worked as a mechanic. 

Fred and Don attended the Chesterfield School. 
They had a big Collie dog and were known to ride the 
dog to school in relay. During the day, this dog was 
kept in the shed at school. Mr. and Mrs. Charlie 
Kontzie and sons moved to Winnipeg where Charlie 
operated a garage. During their later years, they lived 
in Vancouver. Charlie died in 1968 and Nellie in 
1982. 

Fred Kontzie joined the R.C.A.F., serving as a 
mechanic. He was with the service until 1945. Fred 
married Anita Miller of Winnipeg. They have three 
chHdren, Donald born 1946, Corrine born 1949, and 
Marilyn born 1952. In 1951, Fred, Anita and family 
moved to California. Fred is a real estate broker. He 
was interested in hunting. 

Donald Kontzie worked with the C.P.R. when 
living in Winnipeg. Don was quite musical. He mar
ried Naomi Thiesen. With their family of one boy, 

598 

Gary (1949-1967) and a girl Lynda born in 1952, they 
moved from Vancouver to Porterville, California. 
Don had a grocery market. He passed away in 1969, 
predeceased by his son Gary in July of 1967. 

Kontzie, Edwin John 
EDWIN JOHN KONTZIE married ROSETTA 

SCHOOLEY of Port Colborne, Ontario. Rose came 
to visit at the home of Mr. and Mrs. George Jennings, 
uncle and aunt, on the farm. Later she worked for Mr. 
and Mrs. Alf Jennings. Mr. and Mrs. E. 1. Kontzie 
homesteaded NE 8-2-26, and built their house and 
barn in 1908. The barn has been replaced. Both 
Edwin and Charlie hauled grain to Landa. Of this 
union, there was one girl Gladys (1908-1914) and 
three sons, Orval born 1915, Gordon born 1917 and 
Herbert (1919-1943). The three boys attended Ver
ona School. Edwin was a trustee of this school for 
many years. He was one of the instigators of the 
Dalny Pool Elevator Association being elected as 
secretary at the original meeting, an office he held for 
27 years. He was presented with a gold watch for his 
services at the annual Pool Convention in 1949. Mr. 
and Mrs. Kontzie were members of the United 
Church, which they served well at Verona School and 
Waskada. Each took a keen interest in the communi
ty, lending a helping hand whenever possible. Edwin 
along with his sons, Orval and Gordon, were mem
bers of the I.Q.Q.F., all three being P.N.G. 'so Edwin 
was very fond of fishing and hunting. 

Kontzie Orval 
ORVAL married JESSIE HAINSWORTH, 

daughter of Peter and Sarah Hainsworth (Richard) of 
Waskada. They took up residence on 10-2-26. This 
farm was homesteaded by Tom Tamblyn. The farm 
site of today was ploughed field in 1947. Orval and 
Jessie set out a new farm yard and built a new house. 
To this union were born three children, Keith in 1950, 
Roy in 1955, and Gladys in 1957. Keith attended 
Verona School until consolidation. With Roy and 
Gladys, all three obtained their education at 
Waskada. Orval is active in all community interests. 
He was a member of the Seed Club, and he served as 
trustee for Verona and Waskada Schools. He has 
been a director of Dalny Pool Elevator, charter mem
ber of Dalny Consumers and director of Deloraine 
Consumers. In April 1982, he was recognized for 34 
years' service to the co-op movement. Jessie was a 
school teacher, teaching at Grove, Waskada and a few 
months at Arthur. Orval and Jessie along with the 
family are interested in the church and community 
organizations, serving in many capacities. Sports is a 
keen interest for the family and all like music. 

Keith married Marsha McCabe of Brandon in 



1973, and with their two sons, Stephen born 1976 and 
David born 1979, are now farming at Souris. Marsha 
was employed with the Manitoba Telephone System. 
Roy married CANDICE BRIGDEN of Napinka. 
Candice trained as a secretary, working in Brandon 
and the Royal Bank in Melita. They are living on the 
home farm. Gladys is employed with the Royal Bank 
and is living in Melita. Orval and Jessie are now 
living in Waskada. 

Kontzie, Gordon 
GORDON KONTZIE was with the Seed Club, 

later being assistant manager. This club later changed 
over to 4-H. Gordon took a correspondence course 
on "Diesel Engineering". He attended the Chicago 
Institute of Engineering, receiving his diploma in 
1934. In 1949, Gordon married JEAN BELL 
(1922-1975), of Alexander. She was the only daughter 
of Hugh and Gertrude Bell (Galloway). Jean was 
born and raised at Waskada, attending school at 
Arthur and Verona. They took over the home place. 
There are two children of this union, Russell born in 
1950 and Linda born in 1955. Russell attended Ver
ona School until consolidation. He and Linda ob
tained their education in Waskada School. Linda 
graduated from Assiniboine Community College as 
a secretary, winning the Proficiency Award. She 
worked in Brandon, later employed in the Royal 
Bank in Melita and Pierson. Gordon and Jean were 
also active in the church and community. Jean was a 
4-H leader and Gordon was a director of Dalny Co-op 
and Agricultural Society. Sports are a main interest 
in this family, especially curling and ball. Jean 
passed away in December 1975. In 1971, Russell 
married DIANE STRONG, daughter of Earl and 
Cassie Strong, one-time residents of Waskada. They 
live on the farm. They have three boys, Christopher 
born in 1974, Nicholas born in 1976 and Benjamin 
born in 1979. In 1978 Linda married Greg Nicholls, 
only son of Mervin and May Nicholls of Pierson, 
where they are now living. They have one son Adam 
born in June 1982. 

Kontzie, Herbert 
HERBERT KONTZIE farmed at home until he 

enlisted with the R.C.A.F. during World War II. He 
paid the supreme sacrifice serving his country. He 
was reported missing, later presumed dead August 2, 
1943. 

* Stephen, David, Christopher, Nicolas, Ben
jamin and Ryan are of the sixth generation of 
Kontzies to be living in Canada. 

Kurtz, Archie 
ARCHIE (ART) was the seventh child from a 
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family of nine children, born September 18, 1935 to 
Fred and Margaret (Klassen) Kurtz in Deloraine. 
Later in 1943 the family moved back to Morden for 
five years, then came to Coulter in 1947 and settled 
on NE 5-2-27. 

Art went to school at Coulter. He also enjoyed 
sports. Art became a truck driver for his living. He 
was married (July 28, 1962) to MARILYN JOYCE 
SNYDER, daughter of Mervin and Rene Snyder of 
Melita. Marilyn was born on NW 28-2-27 on July 8, 
1940. 

They gave birth to four children. DARCY ROY, 
born July 14, 1963, is now working for Shindle and 
Bazin Oil Pipe Line at Waskada. A baby girl was 
born July 2,1964, deceased July 3,1964. RODNEY 
THOMAS was born January 3,1967 and BETTY 
JO·ANNE was born March 22, 1970. All three re
ceived or are receiving their schooling at Melita in 
the Antler River School Division. 

K varvet, Olav 
Dates and facts by Anne Hyde 
Details by Asta Asselstine R.N. 1947 

OLAV and MAREN KVARVET married in Nor
way in 1917. They and their six children emigrated to 
Canada and landed in Halifax the first week on May 
1928. They had left their farm home in Dalen, Tele
marken, Norway, hoping to find greater oppor
tunities in Canada. Proceeding west from Halifax 
and after a week's stay in the Immigration Hall in 
Winnipeg they arrived at Melita. The children's ages 
at the time of arrival were: TORGER 10; HALVOR 
8Y2; twins KNUT and ASTA 6; TORGER JR. and 
ANNE, twins lY2. Some time was spent in search of 
good land in various parts of Manitoba and Saskatch
ewan. However they finally rented a half section, ten 
miles south of Melita, known as the "Tom Davey" 
farm. 

The first crop on 160 acres was good, but, unfor
tunately, during the threshing, which in those days 
was done by steam engine and separator, a fire started 
from the engine and over half the crop was burned. In 
1929, the crop was fair, but the succeeding years until 
1937 were the well-remembered drought years; also 
known as the hungry or dirty thirties. They struggled 
through those years, not accepting relief from the 
municipality until the final year of the depression. 

Language was the only barrier in association with 
the neighbors. However, a Swedish nurse who was 
employed by Mr. L. Davidson of Melita, was most 
helpful in communicating with them. During those 
years the children attended the country school of 
Peninsula, No. 907, to which they walked almost 
three miles morning and night. Mr. and Mrs. K varvet 
agreed that of those years of privation and hardship, 



the most remembered was the fact that everyone at 
that time suffered likewise and thus it brought better 
understanding and fellowship between the people. 
All the people were on the same financial levels and 
able to understand one another's troubles. During 
those hardship years, Mr. Kvarvet put on fires in the 
Peninsula School at 25¢ a morning. He trapped 
muskrats and anything which was allowed, es
pecially rabbits. Mr. Kvarvet made his all-day 
rounds, coming home about four o'clock with his 
back loaded with frozen rabbits which he had re
leased from his snares. These he would thaw, skin 
and stretch and then sell them for 1O¢ or 11¢ a pelt. 
The meat was boiled for chicken feed and oats or 
barley added to it. Once in awhile he would shoot or 
trap a weasel. However trivial as it may seem today, it 
helped in staying off relief. 

In 1937 they were forced to abandon the farm, 
and for nine years of hard work, their net gain was 
one horse and colt, six cows, a few chickens, a 
cultivator and 75 bushels of wheat. They then rented 
a half section of land seven miles south of Melita. 
Shortly after settling in their new venture, which in 
the first year gave a fair crop, war broke out. In 1939 
Torger, Halvor and Knut joined the army. Knut was 
overseas until the end of the war. All three boys were 
discharged when peace came. 

In 1947 Torger Sr. was drowned while fishing in 
Lake Winnipeg, where Knut was also employed at 
that time. In 1953 Torger Jr. was killed in a truck 
accident. 

In 1943 the Kvarvets bought a farm west of 
Medora. It was E 12-3-25 and NW 7-3-24 in the 
Municipality of Brenda. Their many years of hard 
work were rewarded by good crops. They remained 
there until 1961, at which time they retired and moved 
to Victoria. 

The above history was prepared by Mr. and Mrs. 
K varvet in 1966. Mr. K varvet passed away on June 14 
of that year and Mrs. K varvet died September 9, 
1967. 

Additional details of the K varvet history have 
been supplied by daughter Anne, now Mrs. William 
Hyde of Victoria. 

The farm at Medora, bought by Mr. K varvet in 
1943, was previously owned by Canada Permanent 
Trust Co. and occupied by Alex Johnstone. A garage 
was built in 1944 and a kitchen added to the house in 
1948. A furnace improved the heating system and hot 
and cold water at the tap were added when electricity 
came to the community in 1951. 

At the time moving to Medora, all the farm 
machinery was horse drawn but a sad happening 
robbed Mr. K varvet of six of his best animals. A hired 
helper failed to unhitch the horses before driving up 
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to a dug-out for a drink and all six animals were 
drowned. After this happened, power machinery was 
purchased. Tractors took the place of the horses and a 
combine replaced the threshing machine. This was a 
well-worked farm that produced very good crops 
during Mr. K varvet's years of ownership. When he 
retired he sold the farm to Alton Gervin of Good
lands. 

There are four surviving children: Halvor, resid
ing at Melita; Knut living in Vancouver; Asta in Fort 
Garry, and Anne in Victoria. Halvor and Knut are not 
married. Anne married George William Hyde in July 
1949 after completing her course at Success Business 
College in Winnipeg. They have two children, 
STANLEY GEORGE born in November 1956 and 
STUARf OTTO born in 1958. 

Asta, after two years a Psychiatric Nurse in Bran
don Mental Hospital, graduated in 1946 from Mis
ericordia General Hospital in Winnipeg and while 
three years Assistant Superintendent of Nurses at 
Selkirk Mental Hospital met her future husband to 
be, Dr. James Lake Asselstine. In December 1949 at 
Medora United Church, when Mr. Kvarvet was on 
his first and only visit back to Norway since 1928, 
Asta and James were married. 

That was the most memorable wedding day. Lit
tle Torger shovelled the snow, steered the car, then 
shovelled more snow, steered some more, finally 
reaching the main road where Pete and Mildred 
Tweed drove by and took the bride and wedding party 
safely to Medora Church. Little Torger's efforts will 
never be forgotten, nor Percy Brockinton's deter
mination to battle the snow drifts to attend the recep
tion at the K varvet home and give the toast to the 
bride. 

Asta and James have the followng children: 
NORMAN born September 1950; KAREY JUNE 
born February 1952; LIONEL born in 1953; MAR
GIT born July 1955; and MARALEE born October 
1956. All children were born in Winnipeg. 

Norman is married to Leslie Adey of Winnipeg 
and they have two sons, CHRISTOPHER OLAY, 5 
years old; and PATRICK JAMES , 3 years (as of May 
1982). Karey married Nicholas Shinn; they have a 
son Eric Madison born October 1981. 

Of the Kvarvet family only three now survive 
since Knut died in December 1972. As of 1981 Anne 
and B ill live at Agassiz, B. C. Their two sons are now 
grown. Stanley married Catherine Cordingley in 
May 1979. They have one daughter born July 4, 
1982. Stuart is single. 

It would be amiss if Asta's burning desire for a 
drugless and alcohol-free (unless prescribed by a 
physician for medical reasons) society was not men
tioned. She has attended different schools on alcohol 



and narcotics in both Canada and the U.S.A. at 
various times over the years. She believes most as
suredly that the Holy Spirit of God must replace the 
harmful spirits of alcohol with their harmful effects. 
She vividly recalls those Peninsula District #907 
school days, and those happy wonderful liquor-free 
Christmas Concerts and Field Days. 

On those morning Field Days at the Melita Colle
giate school grounds, and afternoons at Melita Picnic 
Grounds, there was real genuine excitement and fel
lowship, warmth, and caring, and picnic lunch shar
ing. The morning was taken up with children and 
teachers from many different schools marching, cos
tume judging, banners and yells. After marching to 
the picnic grounds the afternoon was packed with fun 
for everyone - softball, races and parents encourag
ing children to do their best. I can still hear Vic Kelly 
at those softball games: "You can do it! Hit it! Good 
work in there! I knew you could do it! Just one to hit 
it!" Such were those ball games blessed by cheering 
parents and friends, with not even one thought of 
liquor on their breath. Those were the days when 
parents were real responsible parents when it was 
considered a disgrace to drink beer when one could 
ill afford to feed, clothe and house one's own family 
adequately. There was no welfare nor family al
lowance cheques in those days, and if you wanted a 
schooling you had to pay your own way or do with
out. 

The pendulum must tum back to fewer liquor 
outlets as in 1928 and the 1930's and back to sense, 
sanity and sobriety. This will cause a new and better 
way of thinking which must come soon or many more 
will die. We must come alive in Christ, the Holy 
Spirit from God, not from the "spirits of alcohol", 
that kills the brain cells. 

The atomic bomb is hastening our decisions or 
should as our very existance as a human race is 
threatened on this earth today. 

If I may leave a message for this present and 
future generations, it would be this: "Teach Christ!" . 
"God is Love". Mayall of us learn of Christ for the 
Guidance of these days. 

Kwolek, Anthony Joseph 
submitted by Olga Victoria (Kwolek) Desmet 

ANTHONY KWOLEK was the section foreman 
for the Canadian Pacific Railroad from around 1914 
to 1958. He was born in Przeworsk, Poland on March 
21,1891 and in his teens he left his step-parent's farm 
to sail for Canada. In Brandon he married KATH
ERINE TYTULLA, also from Poland and on July 
19,1915 they were naturalized in the District Court of 
Estevan, Saskatchewan while residing in Melita in 
the section house. 

601 

Katherine Kwolek, Anthony Kwolek. 

They had seven children: MARY, SOPHIE, 
VERONICA,PAULINE,FLORENCE,OLGA 
and ANTHONY. Pauline was the first drum major
ette to lead the Melita Band around 1942. There were 
soft-ball games in the pasture near the large section 
house, old-time dances and box-socials inside the 
house sometimes, and frequent choir practices 
around the piano when Anthony belonged to the 
Sacred Heart Church. He enjoyed playing bridge, 
curling and watching hockey games. 

Katherine Kwolek died in a Brandon Hospital 
January 8, 1928. Anthony died suddenly August 27, 
1962 a few years after retirement and was buried in 
Toronto. A few years after his death the section house 
was tom down and later on the C.P.R. station and 
water tank were tom down. 

Children: 
Mary Kwolek, born March 3, 1916, married John 

Ostrowski August 8, 1937 in Hamilton, Ontario, 
resides in Temagami, Ontario and has four children: 
Catherine, John, Bryan, Rosemary. 

Sophie Kwolek, born March 29, 1918, entered 
St. Joseph's Convent, Toronto March 13, 1942. She 
resides in Toronto. 

Veronica Kwolek, born October 9, 1920, married 
Dr. Steve Hudecki in Hamilton, Ontario. She died 
October 12, 1981 suddenly in Buffalo, New York. 
They had five children: Dr. Michael, Dr. Greg, 
Karen, Stephanie, and Patricia. 

Pauline Kwolek, born June 29, 1921, graduated 
from Sf. Joseph's School of Nursing, Hamilton, in 
1944. She married Ray Schweitzer in Buffalo, New 
York in 1950. They had two children, John and 
Donald. 

Florence Kwolek-Deigh, born March 4, 1924, 
joined Women's Division of the Royal Canadian Air 
Force. She is separated from her husband and has one 
child, George. 

Olga Kwolek, born October 11, 1925, graduated 
from St. Joseph's School of Nursing, Hamilton, in 



1947. She married Roger Desmet in 1950 and resides 
in Costa Mesa, California. They had five children; 
Richard, Paul, Pierre, Greg and Michelle. 

Anthony Kwolek, born September 23, 1928, re
sides in Portage la Prairie. 

My Little Prairie Hometown 
by Olga Victoria (Kwolek) Desmet 
There's a thought running 

glad through my mind. 
It's there every day like 

a rhyme-
that little prairie 

hometown-
my little, railroad 

hometown. 

We searched the pathways 
so free 

as they led down to 
the river. 

Sometimes it was high, 
sometimes dry or 

covered in ice of winter. 

We found the crocus buds, 
the pussy-willows on 

soft hills that looked like 
green feather pillows -

purple lilacs, peonies-
we picked wild berries, 

we climbed strange trees. 

Robins, woodpeckers, 
meadowlarks 

in poplars, ash or elm 
their cheerful 

visits in early spring 
could sweetly overwhelm. 

Lightening struck, thunder 
crackled, 

grasshoppers came in clouds. 

Dust-storms raged 'till 
we felt we were caged, 

hailstones dropped with a 
ping or a plop! 

the northwind wheezed for 
days. 

These were the times I 
studied the lines 

on my father's tough-skinned 
face. 

When the friendly sun shone 
her sapphire and gold 

and a thousand squabbling 
geese vied for position 
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I felt joy surge inside as 
I looked at my world 

with child-wide eyes. 

Bow-legged Settin' Eagle 
in leathers and fringe, 

(some town people wouldn't 
let him in), 

calling me, "Papoose," 
patting my head, 

his spirit is warm though 
his flesh is dead. 

The Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police 

in buffalo fur, red-coat 
or khakis, 

making their rounds from 
roads to rinks 

as the "Skater's Waltz" 
played and the North Star 

blinked. 

The town newspaper recorded 
in minutest detail 

who visited who and who was 
in jail. 

We lived by Anglo-Saxon rules. 
Sometimes Chinese, 

Catholics, Jews came to be 
schooled in a typical, 

critical atmosphere, music, 
drama and spoken word 
geared. 

Between the section-house 
and the railroad 

water-tank, the cattle were 
boxed, the grain got 

banked in tall prairie pillars 
of nourishment and in 

World War Two at the railroad 
station the Canadian Pacific 

was the pride of the nation. 
Soldiers arrived, 

sometimes they were bent -
The great locomotives, 

they carne and they went with 
those tracks that kept pulling 
me back where the wheels of my 
life rolled on steel. 

One thing I know, as children 
grow, these are the years 
most precious -

first buttercups, daisies, 
lady-bugs seen 

small joys of the mind 
stay with us. 



Lamport John Lewis 
JOHN LEWIS (Jack) Lamport was born October 

21, 1875 at Crediton, Ontario. He came to Manitoba 
in 1898 looking for land. The Hamiota land was 
heavy for the horsepower of that day, so after one 
season there he came south to the Melita area where 
he helped farm on the Thomas Freeborn and Ed 
Sterling farms. After summers on the farms he 
moved into Melita to carpenter with Bob Wyatt's 
crew. Jack helped to build the bell tower of the new 
school, now the Melita Area Museum, which is a joy 
to visit. 

Jack returned to Ontario to spend a winter with 
his folks there to claim his bride, Miss EMMA 
KRAUSE. They were married in her home in Cred
iton, Ontario on March 5, 1902. Enroute to their new 
home in Melita, Manitoba, Mrs. Lamport lost her 
"going away hat" to the strong prairie gales as they 
changed coaches. When last seen it was rolling mer
rily across the vast plains. She was a gifted musician 
and loved to play the hand-carved organ (a wedding 
present from her family) also the accordian and later 
the piano Jack bought for the family. She also joined 
her husband to sing in the choir of what is now 
Victoria United Church. A fine seamstress, she was 
soon swamped with orders to design and sew ladies 
and children's clothing for the town folk. She also 
ably assisted the local doctor mainly in maternity and 
childcare. She loved to draw and paint, chiefly in 
oils, on velvet, satin, canvas, china, whatever was 
handy. Poetry flowed from her pen and she corre
sponded regularly with family, mostly residing in 
points in U.S.A. Her father wrote letters that were 
truly works of art, like beautiful drawings on paper. 
Likely his granddaughter Vera Smith still treasures 
the letters, we all remember of long ago. 

In 1906 the Lamports bought farmland 36-4-27 
and set out to farm on a diversified and successful 
scale. Their flowers were as pretty as any grown in 
Ontario. They grew berries of many kinds, and beau
tifullilac, honeysuckle, caragana hedges etc. Farm
ers with teams of horses and wagons came from miles 
around to buy and haul away Jack's seed oats. He 
raised Registered Purebred livestock too. Often as 
many as twenty seven horses, fifty head of cattle, 
pigs, fifty or more sheep, poultry of all kinds were 
raised and sheltered there. A beautiful roomy bam 
(corrigated steel siding) was built in 1914. It was most 
modem and convenient, boasting a set of rope and 
pulley "slings" for elevating feed up and into the 
loft. Driving a good "drawing" team of horses be
came almost a sport for the children. Timing and skill 
were a must! 

The children became well versed in all areas of 
farming activities at an early age. Five years was not 
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considered too young to split wood, hand pump 
water for thirsty herds, plant and hoe gardens, milk 
cows, drive horses, and do much more. Small arms 
often ached mercilessly from turning the handle of 
fanning mills to clean grain, or to tum the whetstone 
to sharpen mower knives during noon hour. Speeding 
to silence the cream separator bell became almost a 
game! It was all part of their "jobs". Everyone 
worked! Everyone played too! Often children "ran" 
to finish chores to enable them to have a few hours of 
unadulterated fun. Most games were of their own 
devising, climbing on rooftops, or tall trees for a 
king-sized view of surrounding areas, and hunting 
crows' nests and robbing them of eggs. Crows were a 
pest for a time and a bounty was paid for the severed 
feet, and for eggs. The balm of Gillead trees fur
nished a sticky sap within the leaf buds - a natural 
for doctor and nurses' games but a horror to our 
mother when she discovered it wouldn't wash off. It 
wore off in time! 

Never forgotten from those days, were the few 
summer evenings when chores were ended, and 
"smudges" lit to discourage mosquitoes. The cattle 
settled in the fence comers to chew their cud, as the 
family gathered outside to enjoy the accordian mu
sic, our brother's violin, mouth organs or a guitar, to 
sing, or just to plan another busy day ahead. The 
family closeness, peace, and security, can never fade 
while memories last. The time always passed much 
too soon, and rest took priority over all. 

Jack and Emma were good community folks, 
sharing their time and talents, especially in the earlier 
days of good health. Mrs. Lamport was appointed the 
first Lady Superintendent of the Browns Sunday 
School in 1907. She was credited with running a 
successful school. This was before she lost her hear
ing following surgery at Rochester, Minnesota, to 
save her life. Still she carried on as though not 
handicapped, a member of the Ladies Aid, and ma
ternal head of her home, our comfort and security. 
Her husband served on School Boards, Church 
Boards of Victoria United representing Browns ap
pointment, and for many years on Fair Boards. This 
was perhaps his chief interest! He toiled long and 
hard to create good showings of all farm produce and 
stock. Ours was not always "top quality," but he 
entered anyway, to create a wide range for competi
tion in judging, and to make a better fair. Roy was 
always very busy long before those actual dates, 
grooming and training animals for the show rings, 
tending and showing them on the grounds, transport
ing them to and from the event. Vera was a keen 
competitor in the show ring too, riding or driving our 
beautiful pony Peggie. They won many ribbons. One 
year Vema showed great courage when on short 



notice she was asked to drive a driving horse and cart 
for a Mr. Milne. The horse was nervous of a new 
handler. And there was time only to make one circuit 
of the ring before they were called to be judged. Both 
performed well and won a red ribbon. 

Jack was good with all stock, especially ailing 
ones. Once a new hoof was actually grown when a 
horse lost the original accidentally. He loved an auc
tion sale and the thrill of outbidding just for the sport. 
He really loved his workshop, where all repairs were 
handfashioned from woods or metals. The glow of 
the lighted forge and the ring of his hammer on steel 
or iron are memories always cherished. 

In later years Jack, with Roy's able help, operated 
his own gas threshing outfit. Fewer men were in
volved than with the old steam threshers, when one 
might have to wait until the end of a long run to thresh 
his grain. 

Jack and Emma Lamport (1941). 

John died suddenly, April 10, 1944 in a street 
accident in the town he loved. He was in his sixty
eighth year, and had been in painfully poor health for 
some time. Emma lived on to enjoy eleven grand
children, passed away peacefully (with a smile and 
an actual farewell) (June 21, 1875-January 11, 1955) 
just after a happy Christmas and New Year in the 
home of her elder daughter, with whom she had made 
her home in final years. She had also been cared for 
in her son Roy's and Hazel's home for a time too, 
after unable to self care anymore. Both parents rest in 
Melita Cemetery, Johnny and Emma had four chil
dren; VERA, ROY, (separate history) ROSE and 
PEARL. 

Vera Mae Lamport, was born November 21, 1909 
at 34-4-27, the elder daughter of John and Emma 
Lamport. She attended Browns School for all her 
education, and served faithfully for several terms as 
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Secretary Treasurer of the Browns Sunday School. 
She became as gifted as her mother in all areas of 
homemaking and handicrafts. She was sewing 
dresses for the little sisters when she was only thir
teen years of age, dresses they were proud to wear! 
She loved entertaining, and with her brother Roy, 
they organized several picnics and parties to share 
with the community and their Sunday School friends 
at the parent's home. 

On November 20,1935 she married Mr. William 
W. (Bill) Smith of Elva. They resided in Melita for 
several years and also on the Reclamation farm north 
of Melita, until that station was closed and Bill was 
transferred to the Brandon Station. He and Vera 
created a lovely home in Brandon, where they still 
reside. He continued with the Federal Government 
until his retirement. They now travel and visit their 
children and grandchildren in Canada and in the 
U.S.A. 

They have five children. Their first born Gerald 
and James, were twins, born at Deloraine August 27, 
1936. Gerald died May 26, 1953 and is buried in 
Melita cemetery. James (Jim) married Shirley Rais
beck July 1, 1967. They reside at Vancouver, British 
Columbia and have two sons; Gordon and Russell. 
Marie, born June 24, 1939 at Melita, married Dieter 
Nolte April 21, 1962. They reside at Delta, British 
Columbia and have one son, Todd. Douglas born 
December 31,1943 at Melita married Patricia Griffin 
June 23, 1973. They reside at Portland, Oregon and 
have two daughters, Lanette and Maria. Carol, born 
July 1, 1945 at Melita, married Neil Wilton Decem
ber 6, 1980. They reside at Calgary and have no 
children. 

Alice Rose Lamport, born November 16, 1915 
was the third child born to Emma and John Lamport. 
She attended Browns School for eight years and 
thoroughly enjoyed all aspects of school and com
munity life in the Browns District, especially the 
annual picnics, when with her brother Roy, they went 
"all out" for sports of all types, and earned their 
treats for the day. The Christmas school concerts 
were something to appreciate too. They surely 
worked hard over the programs, but it really was far 
more fun than work for most of them. The efforts of 
all teachers of those days, of the Forsyth family (Jen, 
Angus and Walter) especially, also Allie Mason and 
Helen Harmon, who all gave so generously of their 
many talents and time, to make those events the very 
real success they always were, surely rates much 
more than just thank-you. Rose graduated from 
Melita High School before grade twelve was taught 
there. She dropped out of studies to help Pearlie and 
the parents at home during the serious depression 
years, when older young folks had already left the 



area to help earn a bit elsewhere. Finally at age 
twenty, she too, decided to get on with something, 
and followed others to complete grade twelve, and 
then find work to finance future studies in St. 
Boniface Hospital, from which she graduated with 
her classmates in 1941. She nursed in Hamiota and in 
Winnipeg until retirement in 1981. On June 30,1943, 
Rose married Moss Fraser of Winnipeg. They have 
one son James Stanley born January 11, 1947. He is 
an engineer and director of Support Services at a 
Senior Citizen's Complex. He married Carol Ann 
Guidolin on August 28, 1970 and they have two 
darling children, Tracy Lynn and Kevin Ross Fraser. 
They all reside in Winnipeg and life is good. 

Pearl Velma Lamport was born on January 28, 
1917, the youngest of the John Lamport family. She 
loved flowers, music, animals; and was very gifted in 
all artistic areas, drawing, painting, embroidery, 
knitting, sewing, pottery etc. Pearl attended Browns 
and Melita Schools. She was a good student. Pearl 
now boards with Mr. and Mrs. Robinson in Brandon. 
Always close in age and interests with sister Rose, 
they still keep in close touch and visit whenever 
possible. 

Lamport, Roy Lewis 
ROY LEWIS Lamport, born June 5, 1913, on 

36-4-27 was the only son of John and Emma Lam
port. A bright lad, he attended Browns School and 
graduated from that school with first class honours, 
hoping to continue the studies he found of such 
interest. Circumstances did not permit his choice, 
and his strong sense of filial duty bade him aid his 
parents in agricultural endeavours. At the age of 
fourteen years he took his place beside grown men in 
the fields, often turning in a better day's record than 
the adult paid help. Roy was never known to shirk a 
responsibility to anyone, anywhere. His love of fun 
and music and sports opened opportunities for him to 
participate in concerts (singing and dancing) and in 
sports at local picnics. His love of all animals and of 
children led him in later years into guiding and lead
ing youth groups, 4-H etc. His decorated floats on 
festive occasions were worthy of comment. He 
showed leadership qualities at an early age when 
Reverend Percy Jones persuaded Roy in 1937 to 
accept the position to superintend the Browns Sun
day SchooL These were trying depression years 
when at least thirty couples and their families felt 
forced to look elsewhere to establish homes. 
However, with the best of support from a few stal
warts of the remaining Browns Community, the Sun
day School and Church were able to carry on for 
another two years. Time took its toll with so few left 
and Sunday School dissolved in 1939. 
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On January 14, 1941 Roy Lamport and Miss 
HAZEL WEBBER of Crandall were married at her 
home. She had taught school in the Melita area. After 
their four sons and one daughter were raised on their 
farm where Roy was born, Hazel decided to teach 
again, and accompanied their daughter Linda to Win
nipeg where they both took courses in Education. 
Hazel is still employed as Resource Teacher in the 
Melita School System. They left the farm to retire in 
Melita in 1967, but actually both continued in ac
tivities, she in teaching and he driving school vans. 
Roy became the veteran driver for Melita area. The 
Brandon Sun Newspaper printed a two page story 
with pictures, of Roy at the wheel of an Antler River 
bus. By then he was driving some of their grand
children. 

Roy's and Hazel's family are Ted, Linda, James 
Royden, Wayne and Bob. 

Linda Eileen born May 10, 1943 taught school for 
several years before her marriage to Arthur Schud
demat July 1, 1966. They built a lovely home and 
settled down to farming and family life in the Bernice 
district. They have one son, Terry and two daughters 
Sherry Lynn and Lisa. 

John Edward (Ted) Lamport was born November 
26, 1941 at Deloraine Hospital, firstborn of Roy and 
Hazel. In July 21,1968, he married Shirley Fletcher 
of Lyleton and they took over the ranch from his 
parents, where they now reside with their three hand
some sons John, Jason, and Derek. Everyone is 
busy af' can be with life on the farm, school etc. 
Many improvements have been added by them. 

James Royden born November 9,1944, married 
Thorie Louise Anderson of Melita on March 1, 
1969. He is now employed as an electrician at the 
Shilo Army Base. They reside in Brandon with their 
two energetic young sons, Kyle and Kevin. 

Wayne, born December 29, 1946 at Melita, mar
ried Raylene Andries February 6,1965. They reside 
on their farmland in the Bede district, with their two 
husky sons Wesley and Calvin. They are building 
onto their home as time permits, from their busy life 
in 4-H, school etc. Raylene is employed by the 
Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce. Wes was 
born June 24, 1965 and Cal on October 11, 1968. 

Robert Lewis, born August 14, 1953 at Delo
raine, is a qualified repairman and welder in the 
Melita area. Bob graduated from Melita High School 
with a Grade XII standing. He married Sherry 
Gould on August 6, 1971. They have three daugh
ters, the eldest was the first granddaughter born to two 
sets of proud grandparents! Appropriately she was 
named Victoria for a famous princess and queen. All 
three little girls are charming and precious. Michelle 
and little Angela are darlings too. 



On January 14, 1981, Roy and Hazel celebrated 
their 40th Wedding Anniversary. All of their chil
dren, spouses, and the thirteen grandchildren were 
present to rejoice with them. 

Lang, Frank 
FRANK and ETHEL LANG moved to the Vil

lage of Coulter in the spring of 1924 when Frank 
became the agent for the Western Canada Elevator 
(later he became grain buyer for the Pool Elevator 
when it was built). Frank also took over the Massey 
Harris Business of the late Ed Andrews, and the Post 
Office. 

Frank was born at Millbrook, Ontario, the second 
son of Francis H. and Minnie Lang and came west as 
a young boy. He lived at Aberdeen, South Dakota 
and Everett, Washington (where his Mother died). 
His father returned to Manitoba with his family of 
four boys. Frank came to Lyleton in 1909 where he 
worked as a farm helper and also on the C.P.R. On 
February 4, 1914 he married ETHEL JANE MUR
RAY, daughter of Jim and Jennie Murray. Ethel was 
born in 1889 at Hagersville, Ontario and came to 
Lyleton district in 1891 with her parents where they 
lived in a sod house. Ethel enjoyed music and was 
organist at Lyleton United Church for several years. 

When Ethel and Frank were married they lived on 
the Holmes farm in the Lyleton district and then on 
the Elliott farm. The last farm they lived on was three 
miles west of Coulter, the late A. Cameron's farm. 
Five of their children were born by this time; JEAN, 
FRANCIS (Sonny), MURRAY, DOROTHY and 
MARGARET. In 1924 they moved to Coulter and 
there, LORRAINE, ANDY, REG and EVERETT 
were born. Ethel and Frank took part in community 
affairs. Ethel was a church organist when needed and 
Frank was a school trustee. 

In 1944 Frank became Pool Elevator agent at 
Lyleton and in 1948 at Deloraine. Failing health 
forced Frank to retire early, and in 1950 they retired 
to Souris, Manitoba. Frank worked as a desk clerk in 
the Souris Hotel, where he met many old friends and 
made many new ones as he always enjoyed meeting 
people and playing practical jokes. Ethel was active 
in the Womens' Organizations in the church and 
Rebekah Lodge. She loved her plants and flowers. 
Ethel died in July 1954. Frank continued living at 
Souris and working until illness forced him to retire 
in 1961. He died in February, 1962. 

Six of the family are still living. Jean who had 
helped in the post office at Coulter, in Bill Hender
son's store at Lyleton and the Post Office in Delo
raine, married LOUIS DOWNEY from Coultervale. 
They farm the family homestead in the Coultervale 
district and have two sons, Blair and Allan. Blair is 
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working on seismograph in Alberta. He married 
Sharon Ross of Melita in July, 1982. Allan is helping 
on the home farm. Francis (Sonny) joined the Royal 
Canadian Air Force during the Second World War. 
He married Jo Cracknell from Fort William, Ontario 
in February, 1944. He was killed in action in June, 
1944. Sonny is buried at Calais Canadian War Ceme
tery Leubringhe, France. Murray also joined the 
Royal Canadian Air Force. Before he went overseas 
he married EVELYN WEBB who had come from 
Browning, Saskatchewan and worked in the Coulter 
district. Murray lost his life in June, 1943 and is 
buried at Rheinberg War Cemetery Germany. Doro
thy married LEIGHTON DOWNEY of the Coulter
vale District. (see Downey Leighton) 

Margaret graduated as a nurse from the Brandon 
General Hospital. She married Jerry Greaves and 
they have continued to live in Brandon where Jerry is 
Manager of Western Grocers. Lorraine took a Busi
ness Course in Winnipeg and then after teaching at 
Coultervale School for one year, she obtained em
ployment in Brandon. She married George Richard
son who was salesman for Brandon Automobiles. 
They have two children Ron and Sharon. Ron works 
in Brandon at the Unemployment Office. Sharon 
married Gary Hom in July of 1982. They reside in 
Brandon. 

Andy lives at Souris, Manitoba. He married Ila 
Clark from Elm Creek, who taught School at Souris. 
Andy now owns Lang Motors Garage. They have 
three children. Clark attended University in Bran
don and now is a salesman at·his dad's Garage. He 
married Judy Mitchell of Brandon. They have two 
children, Cassidy and Jillian. Ruth has graduated 
from Home Economics at the University of Manitoba 
and now teaches at Virden, Manitoba. Frank also is 
a salesman at his dad's Garage. He married Karen 
Jasper from Hartney, Manitoba and they are residing 
at Souris. 

Reg lives at Souris, Manitoba. He has an Insur
ance and Real Estate Business as well as being an 
auctioneer. He married Jean Renton of Deloraine 
Manitoba, who was a Home Economist graduate of 
the University of Manitoba. They have two sons, 
~ur~ay.and Garry. Murray is attending University 
m Wmmpeg and Garry has been working for the 
C.P.R. Ernest Everett Lang passed away at an early 
age at Coulter, Manitoba. 

The Lang family spent many happy years in 
Coulter and Lyleton and the example set by their 
parents has encouraged each member of the family. 

Larway, John 
In 1916 JOHN (Jack) enlisted in the army in the 

First World War. He served with the 251st Battalion 



then transferred to the 44th Battalion, was wounded 
severely in France and later invalided home. In 1919 
John started with Manitoba Government Telephone 
and stayed with them until he retired in 1962. In 1922 
John married VERLA EDITH MAY CROWELL of 
Napinka. They resided in various places in Manitoba 
until John was stationed in Melita in 1929, replacing 
Jack Pink. 

Over a thirty year period John held various posi
tions in the community: Town Council, Fire Chief 
(and drove the red Model "A" Fire Truck), first 
President, Charter member, and life member of 
Branch #127 Royal Canadian Legion, Board of 
Stewarts of United Church, baseball manager, player 
and years of coaching and managing the Intermediate 
Hockey Club, and later Juveniles and Junior B. Jack 
curled regularly and belonged to a shooting club. 
Jack was district Army recruiting Officer during the 
Second World War. Many a night John and his son 
Ray and later son Calvin would go to the Souris River 
at the Border to shoot ducks or to the Broomhill, 
Purple Hill or Pierson area to shoot pheasant, prairie 
chicken and partridge. 

Verla was a long time member of the Ladies 
Auxiliary to the Royal Canadian Legion and Presi
dent for two years, a life member of the United 
Church Women, worked on the Red Cross Campaign 
for years, and recruited W.A.C. 's in war years. Since 
1962 John and Verla live in a trailer at their oldest 
son's (Ray's farm in Oak Lake and in Brandon in the 
winter. John and Verla have three children: 

RAY (Sailor) born in Winnipeg in 1926. Ray was 
schooled in Melita and was active in hockey, baseball 
and Air Cadets. He enlisted in the Second World War 
and was with the R.C.N.Y.R. Upon discharge Ray 
joined the Manitoba Telephone System for a 35 year 
period and retired on March 22, 1981. Ray married 

Four generations: great-grandfather Jack Larway, grandfather 
Ray, father Bruce and sons Neil and Marc. 
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Margaret MacDonald Williamson of Dauphin in 
1951, they have seven children. In Order; Bruce, 
Don, Scott, Kevin, Janice, Brett, and Catherine. 
All are in the Calgary area with the exception of Don 
who has a home in Houston, Texas and Scott who is 
with the Manitoba Telephone System. 

CORINE (Cory) was born in Melita in 1931. She 
graduated from high school in Melita and was active 
in figure skating. She worked for an oil company in 
Winnipeg, and transferred to Calgary in 1953 for the 
next 25 years. She married George Paloczy of Banff, 
and they now live in Denver, Colorado. 

CALVIN (Cal) was born in Melita in 1937, took 
all his schooling there and was active in hockey and 
basebalL He graduated from the University of Man
itoba as a structural engineer. Cal is now general 
manager and chief engineer of Automated Building 
Components in Edmonds, Washington. Cal married 
Jeanne Knutilla of Wapella, Saskatchewan in 1960. 
They have four children: Michelle, John, Joel and 
Jason. 

Lawrence, Bill 
April 10, 1940, BILL was born in Deloraine to 

Edward and Daisy Lawrence of Waskada. He at
tended Hernfield School (1-VIII) and took his high 
schooling in Waskada. He worked for Bill Watson 
(Watson's Garage) during high school and afterwards 
for two years. After completing two courses in Win
nipeg, he took his H.D. Mechanic's Course in Toron
to. In Winnipeg he worked for Norwood T.V., and 
then as shop foreman for Agro I.H.C. until he took 

Bill, Gloria, Ramon and Richard Lawrence. 



over the Case dealership in Melita from Griffith 
Bros. 1967. 

August 4, 1972, Bill married GLORIA, daughter 
of Oscar and Josie Denys of Medora. Prior to mar
riage Gloria graduated from Deloraine Collegiate in 
1968 and took her secretarial course at St. Mary's 
Academy in Winnipeg. She worked for an insurance 
agency until she moved back to Deloraine. For three 
years, she was secretary for Deloraine Collegiate and 
taught typing. After marriage, she worked in the 
parts department for Antler River Equipment until 
May 19,1975 when RAMON Lawrence was born. 
She continued work until the second child, 
RICHARD Lawrence was born July 28,1978. 

As-to-date, the family resides on 38 Campbell 
Street in Melita. 

Lawrence, Robert 
ROBERT LAWRENCE was born at Cameron on 

November 13, 1914, eldest son of Joe and Mary 
Lawrence. He attended Cameron and Lyleton 
schools. He was at Sovereign Saskatchewan for a few 
years in the thirties with his aunt and uncle Jack 
Lawrence, but returned horne to work on the farm. 
On February 11, 1942, he married LOTTIE GREEN
LEY of Coultervale, second daughter of James and 
Jessie Greenley. They resided on 31-1-27. In the 
spring of 1946 they moved to the Cameron place three 
miles west of Coulter, where they lived for five years 
and then moved back to the horne farm. There are 
four children: 

The eldest son JIM received his education at 
Cameron and Lyleton and graduated from Pierson 
Collegiate in June 1960. In fall of 1960 he started 
with the Royal Bank at Boissevain and has been with 
the bank ever since, being at various points in Man
itoba and was in Montreal for seven years. He is at 
present in Waterloo, Ontario. 

DONALD finished high school at Pierson and 
went to Brandon College and graduated in 1964. He 
went to Trenton, Ontario in June to take a course in 
Meteorology, after completing the course was sta
tioned at Cold Lake, Alberta. In October of 1965 he 
married Gwen Murray who had a position in Win
nipeg at that time. They have two children, Dean 
born July 19, 1966 and Karma born November 3, 
1968. Don is an Accountant and lives in Edmonton. 

STUART went to University of Manitoba where 
he received his Bachelor of Science Degree in Agri
culture. He was with the Farm Credit Corporation 
after he graduated. He married Rosemary Hess who 
graduated from Horne Economics the same year. 
They were married May 3, 1969 and lived at Beause
jour. They have two sons, Todd born March 20, 1972 
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and Robin born December 11, 1974. They are now 
living at St. Pierre where they have a pig farm. 

JO ANN received her schooling at Lyleton and 
Pierson and went to M.LT. in Winnipeg and took a 
secretary course and worked in Winnipeg at Ver
satile. She married Hugh Newton, August 26, 1972. 
Hugh was teaching school at Waskada at this time, 
and Jo Ann was working for Tweeds in Medora. They 
have two children, Jarrett born October 3, 1974 and 
Carlan a born February 28, 1977. They now live at 
Roblin where Hugh is teaching. 

In April 1971, Bob passed away and Lottie con
tinued to live on the farm until three years ago when 
she moved to Lyleton. 

Lavigne, Maurice 
by Isabelle Ulmer 

MAURICE LAVIGNE was the sixth child of 
Leopold and Jeanne Lavigne of Lauder, Manitoba, 
(who carne to Lauder from Belguim in 1892). 
Maurice, at age 16, went to automotive school in 
Fargo, North Dakota. He worked on the C.N .R. 
Railway in Sowden, Ontario. He farmed near Ber
nice and was farming the Fenske place when he 
married EVELYN GRACE BACON in 1930 at 
Melita. Grace was the daughter of James and Jennie 
Olive Bacon who were pioneers of the Browns dis
trict. 

While farming the Fenske place, Maurice and 
Grace had three daughters; EVELYN, ISABELLE 
and IRENE. It was during the depression but we 
were too young to know the h'ardships they encoun-

Lavigne family (1959). L.-A., Back: Roy, Evelyn, Mother 
Frances, Orville. Front: Isabelle, Marianne, Irene (insert) 
Maurice. 



teredo We moved to the Salisbury place and farmed 
here until 1946. Four more children were born here; 
ROY, MARIANNE, ORVILLE and FRANCES. 
Four of us attended West Brenda School. We really 
did have good times at school and on this farm. After 
35 years away, our house revisited in 1981 had 
strange things in it such as electric light sockets and a 
TV antenna on the roof. 

We moved to the Forkes place. This was beside 
our Aunt Suzanne Gofflot who we got to know better. 
We went to Maple Hill School. Some of us went on to 
Pipestone School. In November 1948, we had a sale 
and moved out to Cedar, British Columbia. It is six 
miles from Nanaimo on Vancouver Island. We all 
completed our schooling here. 

Father joined the Carpenter's Union and worked 
at this trade until his untimely death at the age of 52, 
on February 19, 1958. Mother stayed on at the family 
home, alone for nine years after everyone left to get 
married. Family and grandchildren were frequent 
visitors. She enjoyed her home with the surrounding 
five acres. A tragic accident at her home claimed her 
life on July 27, 1974. 

Evelyn was married in 1971 but has since been 
divorced. She resides in Vancouver, British Colum
bia, and is a hard-working employee of Cominco. 

Irene and husband John McMurtrie live in 
Courtenay, British Columbia with their two children; 
GARY, about to graduate and SANDRA 15. 

Roy and wife Margaret have just become grand
parents. They have four girls the youngest two, 
Shelley and Sheila still at home at Duncan, British 
Columbia. Leslie is near Duncan as is Kathy, her 
husband Dale and new baby daughter. 

Marianne and husband Victor Stanker live in 
beautiful Victoria, British Columbia. They have two 
children; Glenn and CheryL 

Orville and wife Susan live close to our home 
place at Cedar, British Columbia. They have three 
children; Stephen, Penny and the youngest member 
of the Lavigne family, Dwayne. 

Frances and husband Norman Lainchbury have 
two sons; Kevin and Brent. They live close to Cedar, 
British Columbia. 

Lastly, there's me, Isabelle and husband Bill Ul
mer. We have a daughter, Lana, who is ten years old. 
We live in Burnaby, British Columbia. 

Law, Ralph 
by G. Law 

RALPH is the only son of Roy and Myrtle Law 
(nee Fennell). Roy was born at Minnedosa in 1895 
and as a young man worked for the C.N. Railway. In 
1915 he married Myrtle Fennell, born in 1896, 
daughter of George and May Fennell of the North 
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Antler district. Roy and Myrtle lived in several dif
ferent areas until 1927 when they bought land 
(7-2-28) in the North Antler district and farmed there 
for many years, moving into Lyleton in 1951, where 
they lived until their deaths, Myrtle in March 1973 
and Roy in August 1981. 

They had two children, Ralph born at Pierson 
December 1915 and Muriel born at Macgregor De
cember 1922. Muriel went to school at North Antler 
and in February 1944 married Douglas Bird of Elva, 
and is now living in Pierson. Ralph went to school at 
MacGregor, Pierson and North Antler. After finish
ing school he worked in the Newdale and Minnedosa 
areas until the late thirties and then farmed with his 
dad until 1945, when he bought land (15-2-28) in the 
North Antler district which he still farms. 

I Gertie, was the second daughter of the late 
Thomas and Annie Davies of Elva (see Thomas 
Davies history). We all attended Sourisford School. 
My dad was a trustee there for many years. The old 
school is still standing. On finishing school at 
Sourisford I went on to Agriculture College in Win
nipeg for a year. I also spent some time working in 
Shaws Dental Laboratories in Winnipeg. Much of 
my time was spent at home, due to my mother's poor 
health. 

Ralph and I were married on March 11, 1946 in 
Melita. We have two children, SHARON A. born 
January 22, 1949 and KENNETH L. born Decem
ber 2, 1951. They both attended school in Lyleton 
and Melita. Sharon trained in Brandon as a telephone 
operator and is still working for Sask -a-Tel, Estevan, 
Saskatchewan. She was married in Brandon in March 
1971 and has one son Chad born in March 1977. Ken 
is farming and has land in the same area as Ralph. 
Ken married Lorie Forsyth in 1982 (daughter of Mur
ray and Faye). In 1959, we moved from the farm into 
the new home we had built at 150 Willow Street, 
Melita where we still live. 

Laycock, Francis 
FRANCIS LAYCOCK worked as Artificial Cat

tle Breeding Technician for Canadian Breeders of 
Selkirk, Manitoba under Doctor Keith Robson. He 
took over from Mr. Fred and Sheila Chinner on April 
1, 1961. My area was approximately twenty miles in 
all directions from Melita. I got to know nearly every 
good road, back road and poor road in that area. 
Because of so much travelling away from Melita, I 
didn't get to know that many in Melita itself, but I got 
to know a lot of friends all around Melita. Delmar 
Hanson, of Deloraine, was my District Supervisor. I 
became interested in the job through Slim Clements, 
the technician doing my herd at my farm at Saltcoats. 
I boarded with Art and Rachel Wood till the family 



came at the end of June. Rachel and her family 
answered the telephone calls for me and I did all the 
bookwork, banking and travelling those three 
months. I was extremely busy and had long hours. I 
was up at five a.m. and never got to bed until near 
midnight. But Rachel fed me well and nearly always 
left something for midnight lunch. One night I ate 
my lunch and found an extra "goodie" tucked back 
in a corner of the kitchen counter and cleaned that 
dish out too. Well poor Rachel near fainted the next 
morning when she discovered I'd eaten what "Nip
per" the pet dog wouldn't clean up the night before!! 

When my family, AUDREY, ALLIN, KEVIN, 
BRENDA and wee PHILLIP, came in July we lived 
in the "Gowdie House" on Maple Avenue. Allin and 
Kevin joined the School Band that fall with Mr. 
White of Reston teaching. Brenda was in Grade Two 
and wee Phillip learned to walk (after we moved to 
the Mirehouse property in 1962) right up the centre of 
the street! We made use of the Melita Hospital, while 
there too. Our second daughter WANDA was born 
there December 1962 and I had Doctor Connolly take 
my appendix out. I scared the nurses by fainting in 
the bathroom! 

We had the opportunities to vote in Manitoba. 
Walter Dinsdale was elected. After the spring rush of 
business I helped part time at Melba and Clark 
Snyder's TV and also at Russell's Electric and TV, (I 
climbed quite a few roofs that summer). I also helped 
Arthur Wood a bit on his farm and also his neighbor 
Russell Dann, where I learned the proper way to 
fence! Mostly for old time sakes, I helped Ben Jack
son of Sinclair do some stook threshing. When I got 
Dan Gerlock to take the alternate phone calls at the 
Oasis, we weren't tied down quite so much and 
Audrey and the kids came with me more. We saw a 
lot of country and met so many friendly people. 

We liked the Sourisford Park on the Souris River. 
We saw our first wild turtles there and Marcia Moore 
was so put-out at me for catching one. We also picked 
our first wild plums. They were good! 

Because Dad died in October of 1961, I quit the 
job and returned to farm at Saltcoats again in April 
1963. We'll never forget our two years at Melita and 
all the friends we have there. We enjoyed our stay. 

Lee, David 
by N. N. Lee 

DAVID LEE married LUDA AUGUSTA (DUS
SIE) YEOMANS at Burnside in 1901. The next year 
they moved to Napinka with their daughter Mae. 
Dave bought a draying business at Napinka, ran a 
Massey-Harris Agency during World War I, worked 
in Fred Morrise's store, then back to the dray busi
ness until his death in 1931 aged 61. He served for 
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many years as School District Secretary, and secre
tary of the Masonic Lodge. Wife Dussie taught piano 
for many years, died at Weyburn in 1951. Of their five 
children: 

MAE taught school in Saskatchewan and Man
itoba before marrying Herb Landwer of Elgin, Illi
nois. They had one daughter Ann. Mae excelled as a 
dance pianist all her life. Now she lives at Coquitlam, 
British Columbia. 

GLENN 1906-1978 never married, worked for 
C.P. Airlines until he retired in 1972. He died at Fort 
McLeod, Alberta. 

DESMOND (Demp) 1908-1957 married Pauline 
Paradis in the Red Lake, Ontario district in the early 
thirties. Pauline died in their early married life, hav
ing one daughter. 

ANN born 1910, taught school in rural Saskatche
wan until she married Frank Halderman at Napinka 
in 1940. They lived for many years at Shaunavon, 
Saskatchewan where Frank pioneered the Co-op and 
Credit Union movements. In later years Ann sold 
Hammond Organs out of Regina and Brandon. Frank 
died in 1978, and Ann divides her year between 
Weslaco Texas and Shaunavon. Her daughter Di
anne, (Mrs. Dave Frigstad) died at age 28. Son 
Barrett is a lawyer in Humboldt, Saskatchewan. 

NEIL NORTON (Jim) born 1912 ran the family 
dray business in the hungry thirties until he and 
Lloyd Cosgrove migrated to British Columbia in 
early 1937. He worked as a lumber Grader and Fore
man at Fraser Mills, near Westminster, with time out 
from 1941-1945 with the R.C.A.F. as a Radio Me
chanic. He married Patricia Sears of Montreal in 
1946, moving to Mission in 1950 as a Lumber Inspec
tor. He worked as a TV repair and salesman from 
1957 until retirement in 1975. Children are Mary 
(Mrs. Howard White), Jacqueline, David and Her
bert. Patricia died in 1976, at about the same time as 
did Lloyd Cosgrove, so Jim married Mary Dutlon 
Cosgrove later that year. They live in Mission. 

Leigh, Edward 
by Lois (Leigh) Moore 

EDWARD LEIGH, the youngest son of John 
Leigh and Mary Cotton, was born in Kossuth Coun
ty, Iowa, U.S.A. He lived there until 1917 when he 
joined the U.S. Army. He was serving in France 
when the First World War ended on November 11, 
1918. 

After the war Edward returned to the U.S .A. and 
farmed with his brother, William, at Amboy, Min
nesota unti11927. Then he married Gertrude Dorothy 
Tillia of Blue Earth, Minnesota. 

They spent the summer visiting the Leigh and 
Cotton relatives around Orillia, Ontario. In the fall of 



1927 they started farming 14-3-25. This is the present 
Henry Voth farm two miles south and two miles 
west of Medora. 

In 1928 he bought a 15-30 International tractor 
and Cyril Demeulmeester, a neighbor living on 
15-3-25, purchased a Red River Special threshing 
machine or separator. Thus together they threshed 
their crops until about 1947 when Cyril retired from 
farming. (A lengthy record oftwo farmers co-operat
ing with each other.) At various times during those 
years they had also threshed for Harry Vere 11-3-25, 
W. R. Robinson, and I think, George Lee. 

Edward was very proud of his good quality, well 
bred, Shorthorn cattle. 

In May 1949 Gertrude died. Edward continued 
farming until the fall of 1961 when Henry Voth 
bought the farm. Then Ed built himself a house on 
the north west comer of Campbell Street, Melita
the present Bill and Gloria Lawrence home. Here his 
lawn and trees were his pride and joy. Edward died in 
1971. 

His daughter, LOIS, grew up on the farm and 
eventually taught at Peninsula School, south of 
Melita. She is now living on a farm east of 
Wawanesa, Manitoba and is married to John R. 
Moore. Their children are Christine, Michael 
Leigh, Eric, Robert, Mary, Janet, Francine, 
Monica, Celia, and Albert. 

When I was little I thought it was normal for 
summer to consist of dust blowing so thickly that one 
could only see a few rods. Snow blew that much in 
the winter. Why shouldn't dust blow in the summer? 
Why did my mother complain of all the dust in the 
house? Why shouldn't there be piles and piles of 
fine, fine dust to dig outside the house? 

Also it was normal for my dad to drive most of the 
cattle and horses away in the late spring. I knew they 
went to Napinka and then to some place called Por
tage. It seems the horses were worked there and once 
a horse I liked didn't come back. 

And the Russian thistles - huge, huge round 
prickly brown balls that rolled for miles this way and 
that and whirled around in great circles. They filled 
the grey fall days and rolled in the winter's snow, but 
the cattle ate them prickles and all. My dad would 
rake and stack them. Then in the winter the cattle 
would push and shove to reach the hay rack holding 
the thistles. 

Lennox, J. H. 
(Taken from Melita New Era) 

Mr. J. H. LENNOX was born in the Barrie, 
Ontario district and at an early age came with his 
parents and sister to this district. With the exception 
of a few years spent in Wainwright, Alberta, he spent 
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the greater part of his life time in this community. His 
mother and sister predeceased him by several years, 
while his father 1. T. LENNOX (78 years) died Octo
ber 1928. Mrs. F. A. McRae of Elva is a cousin, and 
the other relatives reside in Wainwright. The last rites 
were under the direction of Melita Lodge No. 20 
I.o.o.F. of which Mr. Lennox was a member. Mr. 
Lennox died November 15, 1933 at the age of 56 
years. 

Leonard, Robert Henry 
ROBERT HENRY LEONARD (Bob), the son of 

Paul and Margaret Leonard was born January 16, 
1909 at Lacombe, Alberta. He was one of a family of 
ten. They moved to the Glen Ewen district in 1920 
where Bob attended Millions and Glen Ewen 
Schools. Bob worked for various farmers in the area 
and in the early thirties worked in Manitoba. In 1939 
he started farming in partnership with his brother, 
Herman on W 14-3-34. They farmed together in the 
summer and in the winter Bob had a trapline. In 1946 
Bob bought Herman's share of the farm. 

On October 26,1939, Bob married JEAN ELIZ
ABETH PAXTON, daughter of Will Paxton of 
Melita, Manitoba. They have five children. 

BETTY, born in 1940. She married Art Nelson 
in June 1965, and they have two sons, Robert and 
Dean. 

WILLIAM, born 1942 is unmarried and lives on 
the homestead. 

RONALD, born 1943, is unmarried and lives on 
the homestead. 

DOUGLAS, born 1944, is unmarried and lives 
in Edson, Alberta. 

ROY, born 1947, married Doris Blagden of 
Camduff in 1968. They have one daughter Christina 
and live at Cherr Hill, Alberta. 

Bob passed away March 14,1970 and is buried in 
the Glen Ewen Cemetery. His wife Jean, still lives on 
the farm at Glen Ewen. 

Leslie, Dr. William (Doc) 
DOC LESLIE came to Melita sometime before 

1900 and moved with his wife and daughter into the 
little house across the road from the United Grain 
Growers Elevator. This remained his home until his 
death in the early 1940's. Mrs. Leslie was a well 
known teacher in Manitoba, becoming a member of 
the Senate of the Agricultural College which later 
became the University of Manitoba. Mrs. Leslie died 
about 1927 and Doc hired Mrs. Bell Johnstone to take 
care of his home for him in 1930. (see Johnstone 
history) 

PHYLLIS Leslie was the only child, she was 
brought up in Melita, took her Normal School train-



ing and taught in Winnipeg for many years. She 
married Morvin Ferguson a jeweller in Winnipeg and 
had two daughters. The family moved to Toronto in 
the years after the second world war, where Morvin 
died and as far as I know Phyllis also has died 
sometime in the 1970's. 

Doc found that the veterinary practice would not 
support him when tractors and the depression both 
took their place in history. He then became a farm 
inspector for Osler Hamilton and Nanton, the Credit 
Foncier, and other firms that largely owned the farm 
land during the depression. This was not always a 
popular job as he often had to deal with the former 
owners who now were renting their own farms back 
and had to answer to the firms through Doc. However 
he travelled upwards to 200 miles a day checking on 
farms and making needed arrangements so that farm
ers could continue working the land. He had a game 
leg and as a consequence he did not like to walk out 
into fields so he and his model A Ford often were 
seen going through the ditch, through a fence that 
Doc somehow never seemed to notice in time, across 
the field and to the spot where the farmer was work
ing. Then with his conversation completed, he would 
reverse his way back to the road, and the farmer 
would stand there either purple with rage or shaking 
his head at the damage. He always drove a model A 
for this had a high wheel base thus allowing him to 
drive over the grain etc. As a consequence he ran at 
least three model A's into the ground and seemed to 
have the current car always in for repairs. 

Doc told of the time that the bank was robbed and 
the robbers collected at the United Grain Elevator 
just below his bedroom window. He apparently stuck 
his head out to see what was wrong and gave one of 
his famous bellows at the men making all the noise in 
the middle of the night while Mrs. Leslie, with an 
equally strong voice shouted at him to get his head in 
or he would get it blown off. The Sure's store window 
on Main street still had the bullet hole in it during the 
thirties that was the result of the one and only shot 
that supposedly was fired during the robbery, al
though how this could have been the case when shells 
were left near the elevator office, was never ex
plained. 

Doc Leslie was one of the characters of the town 
that seemed to have its fair share but he was good 
hearted, helping others where he could and although 
he was often rough and gruff, the twinkle in his eye 
gave him away. 

Lewis, Clive Davies 
CLIVE DAVIES Lewis was born October 8, 1914 

in the Medora area on the farm now owned by Remi 
Vandale. The son of Evan and Catherine Lewis. 
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DOROTHY MAY STEWART was born in the Good
lands area, May 30,1917, the daughter of Russell and 
May Stewart, later moving to Medora in 1920. 

Clive and Dorothy were married in 1947 and 
lived on 14-4-25, later moving to 5-4-25, formerly 
owned by Len de Zeeuw. In November 1974 they 
moved to Melita. They have four children; 
GERALD, BLYTHE, COLLEEN and MAR
ILYN. 

Gerald and wife Diane (Vanhove) took over the 
farm. They have two children, Marcie 10, born in 
1972, and Rhonda eight, born in 1974. The girls 
attended school in Melita. 

Blythe married Marcus Shnitka in August 1974. 
(see Shnitka history) 

Colleen married Raymond Smithson in 1975. 
(see Ray Smithson history) 

Marilyn, married Bill Holden in 1976. They have 
two children. Evan born in 1979 and Jason born in 
1982. They live in Melita. 

Clive and Dorothy both served in the Second 
World War. Dorothy nursed at Melita Hospital for 15 
years, retiring in 1980. 

LEWIS, HENRY 
by Sylvia Hoover 

HENRY LEWIS brought his wife and family to 
Melita when he took over the Methodist charge 
which included Melita, Napinka and Purple Hill. 
The year was 1903, and he and his wife ANNIE had 
served in several Manitoba charges, the church rul
ing that a minister move every three years. He died of 
cancer in 1906, after seeking help at the Rochester 
Clinic, which was even then serving as a famous 
medical centre. 

Annie was faced with raising her family. Nat
urally she was homeless, and she sold a small farm 
her father had bought for her, to obtain money to built 
the house which still stands on Campbell Street. 
Reverend Henry Lewis's largest salary had been in 
his final year, and that was $800. 

The Melita school was a good one which was one 
reason for the education conscious Lewis family to 
stay there. Somehow, the children were raised, and 
some even obtained courses beyond the local school. 
HARRY Lewis became a medical doctor, and served 
the Melita area for some years after World War I. 
NELL was a graduate in Home Economics and a 
long time dietician at Deer Lodge Hospital. LLEW 
started as a bank boy in Melita, and would up his 
career as head of an insurance company. CARRIE 
became a teacher after taking a three month Normal 
school training. JACK farmed in the Peninsula dis
trict and went on to work for the Provincial Govern
ment in Winnipeg. TED, the eldest was a pharmacist 



who died of typhoid while serving in the Boer War. 
The youngest was CHARLIE, who due to an acci
dent as a child, was hospitalized in his adult years. 

The Lewis who stayed was JESS. She had had a 
knee injury which terminated her school years. She 
became a telephone operator, and remained one for 
fifteen years. As chief operator she was in charge of 
an office in the days when every call came through 
the switchboard and every bill was issued from there. 
Jess married GORDON HOOVER in 1920. (see 
Hoover history) Annie Lewis was a real lady who 
loved her church, her family and friends. She lived 
until 1933. 

Line, Richard Henry 
by Dick Line 

RICHARD HENRY (HARRY) LINE was born in 
Wooton, Bedford, England in 1887, and came to 
Canada in 1910. He married HENRIETTA EMILY 
ASHPOLE, born in Bedfordshire, England in 1889, 
and after their marriage settled in the Lyleton district 
in 1911. 

Harry was a skilled tradesman in brick-laying 
and plastering. He and his brother Ted, built stone 
structures and chimneys in the Pierson and Lyleton 
districts. In 1912 they moved to the Melita area, and 
worked on the farm of George Anderson for a num
ber of years. They then moved into the town of 
Melita. At this time, following his trade, Harry was 
employed by Frank and Jack Morrow. One memora
ble experience was a summer spent at Sturgeon 
Landing near The Pas. Here Harry helped construct 
an Indian School, and Henrietta cooked for the work 
crew. 

In 1931 Harry moved his family to the Napinka 
District where he took up farming. He died May 2, 
1955 after a short illness. Henrietta passed away 
October 4, 1966. They had five children, three boys 
and two girls. At this time, 1983, theirdecendents are 
16 grandchildren and 19 great-grandchildren. 

MABEL eldest daughter was born in Bedford, 
England. She married Arthur Brayhook and they 
have three children, Pauline, Gloria, and Martin, 
and three grandchildren. Arthur passed away 
November 2, 1981. Mabel resides in East Kildonan, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

NELLIE was born in Melita, September 11, 
1918. She married Edgar Bastedo of Winnipeg. 
Nellie and Eddy resided in Winnipeg until 1946 then 
opened an upholstery business in Lethbridge, Alber
ta. They had two children, Stuart and Gail and two 
grandchildren. Nellie passed away June 1971. 

CHARLES, GEORGE and STAN histories fol
low. 
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Line, Charles 
CHARLES (CHUCK) eldest son was born in 

Lyleton October 26, 1911. He married PEARL 
BUGG of Napinka. They have three children, Viv
ian, Arthur and Keith, and seven grandchildren. 

Chuck took over the home farm in 1942 in the 
Napinka district. He was active in all community 
affairs, acting as a municipal councillor for Ward 
Three, R. M. of Brenda for 17 years. He was also a 
warden in S1. Georges Anglican Church and a Past 
Master of Napinka Masonic Lodge. Chuck passed 
away October 14, 1970. 

Line, George 
GEORGE (DICK) was born in Melita October 

8, 1921 and he married Doris Brooks of Hartney. 
George joined the army, R.C.A.S.C. and served 
overseas for four and a half years. After the war, he 
went into the barbering trade, operating businesses in 
Flin Flon, Waskada and Winnipeg. They have four 
sons, Murray, Glen, David and Wayne and four 
grandchildren. George and Doris reside in Win
nipeg. 

Line, Stan 
STAN was born in Melita September 1924 and 

married ELLA RADCLIFF of Napinka. Following 
three years of service overseas with the Royal Win
nipeg Rifles, Stan farmed in the Napinka district. In 
1971 he retired and moved to town. Stan operated a 
school bus for 25 years. They have four children. 
Earl, Donna, Debbie and Darryl and five grand
children. 

Livesley, Robert Sr. 
ROBERT LIVES LEY SR. was born in Manches

ter England and married JANE (ROBERTSHAW) 
LIVES LEY emigrating to Florence, Ontario (near 
London, Ontario). There they bought and operated a 
dry-goods store. In 1886 Robert Livesley Sr. heard 
the call of the west and with his youngest son 
ROBERT JR., who was born in Florence, Ontario 
on March 9, 1874, took a homestead in the now 
called Bede district. They lived in a sod house for a 
year. The only event of the week was church on 
Sunday. This was held in the homes of neighbors, the 
Lenz's and Fenske's and other of German descent, 
therefore the service was entirely in German which 
the Livesley's couldn't understand. However, the at
traction for them was the big dinner served after the 
service to all who had attended church, which meant 
one good meal a week for the "bachelors." 

Mrs. Jane Livesley and family came to the home
stead a year later when a house had been built. Mrs. 



Jane Livesley died in 1903 and is buried in Napinka 
cemetery. Mr. Livesley Sr. retired after his wife's 
death, going to Vancouver to live with a daughter. He 
died in 1915, while visiting in Manitoba and is buried 
in Napinka Cemetery. 

Livesley, Robert Jr. 
ROBERT LIVES LEY JR. took over his father's 

farm. On December 14th, 1897 he married ELINOR 
DEWITT, who at that time was teaching at Gould 
School. Elinor DeWitt was born September 13, 1877 
at Tapley Town (now known as Vineland, Ontario). 
Elinor DeWitt's parents were, John Dewitt, born in 
Tapley Town August 1,1838 and Eunice DeWitt born 
May 16, 1844 also in Tapley Town. John DeWitt's 
ancestors date back in Canada to 1700 when the first 
DeWitts came to Canada, and Eunice (Churchill) 
DeWitt's ancestry dates back to the Mayflower. 

John and Eunice DeWitt came West in 1877 with 
their three sons and one daughter. They were able to 
get four homesteads near Napinka. In time they all 
retired to Napinka. John DeWitt died July 30, 1899 
and is buried in Napinka Cemetery. Eunice De Witt 
died March 29, 1925 and is also buried in Napinka 
Cemetery. 

Robert Livesley and family moved to Melita in 
June 1908. Mr. Livesley worked as Bailiff. They 
lived in Melita until 1940 when they moved to Win
nipeg near their family, namely two daughters and a 
son. While residing in Melita, Mrs. Livesleyenjoyed 
her church activities with the Methodist Church and 
then the United. She held position of Treasurer of 
the Ladies Aid for twenty-two consecutive years. 
Robert Livesley died in Winnipeg on March 29, 1966 
and is also buried in Napinka cemetery. 

Mary Louise Livesley, born July 4,1899 gradu
ated as a registered nurse from Victoria General 
Hospital, Winnipeg in 1921. After nursing for a short 
time in Hamiota Hospital and in the Swift Current, 
hospital, Louise was Matron at Victoria General 
Hospital Winnipeg until her marriage September 29, 
1929 to Frederick R. Steele of Winnipeg, born June 
2, 1901 in Deloraine. He was a school teacher for a 
few years, then assistant manager at the Manitoba 
Club, Winnipeg until his retirement in January 1971. 
They have three children, namely; Shirley Elinor 
born March 25, 1931. She was a secretary until her 
marriage, June 20, 1952 to John U. Carleton an air
line-pilot. He was born July 30, 1927 at Swift Cur
rent. They have two children, Lynda Ann Carleton, 
born June 8,1954 at Montreal. She works as a coun
selor for mentally handicapped in Edmonton. Gary 
Roy Carleton was born May 16, 1956 at Montreal. He 
works at Sydney British Columbia as a Fire Fighter, 
for Transport of Canada. 
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Murray Roy Steele was born March 23, 1935 in 
Winnipeg. He is a salesman for Firestone Tire Com
pany. He's married to Lorraine Grant, June 7, 1958 
and they have three children; Kelley Ann Steele born 
September 1960 in Winnipeg. She works with Great 
West Life Assurance Company, Computer Depart
ment. Kathleen Diana Steele born Decmeber 5,1961 
in Winnipeg Manitoba. She is a university student. 
Grant Murray , born May 1,1965 in Winnipeg, Man
itoba. He is a high school student. 

Barbara Ann Steele, born August 10, 1938 in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. She is secretary to Administra
tor of Health Science Hospital, Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

Mildred Eunice (second daughter of Robert 
Livesley Jr.) was born July n, 1903. She did accoun
tancy and clerical work until her marriage July 1, 
1961 to Morgan Albert Snedden of Toronto. He was 
born December 18, 1899 at Crystal City. Morgan 
Snedden was a Senior Executive of sales with Ford of 
Canada, Oakville, Ontario. Mr. Snedden died 
November 26, 1963 and is buried in the Crystal City 
cemetery. 

Robert Arden - (separate history) 

Livesley, Robert Arden 
Robert Arden Livesley, born May 25, 1916 at 

Melita. In 1940, in Winnipeg he joined the Army 
Service Corps-1st Canadian Division. In 1941 went to 
England and from there in 1943 left with a group for 
the invasion of Sicily. Demobilized November 1945 
and returned to Canada. In April 1946 he joined the 
Dominion Government Postal Department, remain
ing there until retirement May 25, 1981. Robert A. 
Livesley married Gwendolin Hibbert of Manches
ter on February 14, 1943. Gwendolin E. Hibbert was 
born in Manchester England August 24,1920. There 
are two children from this marriage. Gwendolin died 
in Winnipeg June 25,1971 and is buried in the family 
plot in Napinka. 

Valerie Ann Livesley, born January 5, 1946 in 
Manchester England, came to Canada with her 
Mother, March 1946. Valerie Livesley was a secre
tary with an Insurance Company until her marriage 
in January 1970 to Robert James Turner, born July 16, 
1946 in Winnipeg. He is an underwriter for an Insur
ance Company in Calgary, Alberta. They have two 
children from this marriage: Michael James Turner 
born January 15, 1974 in Red Deer Alberta. David 
John Turner born January 15, 1978 in Red Deer 
Alberta. 

David Robert Livesley born January 22, 1948 in 
Winnipeg. He began working in 1967 with the City of 
Winnipeg and is in the office of Dept Works and 
Operation. On January 9, 1971 he married Lynn 
Arlene Blackburn, who was born February 28,1948 



in Winnipeg and worked for City of Winnipeg before 
her marriage. From this marriage there are two chil
dren. Kelly Joan Livesley born June 9, 1973 in Win
nipeg. Kevin David Livesley, born March 20, 1978 in 
Winnipeg. 

On August 19, 1972 Robert Arden Livesley mar
ried KATHLEEN MOUNTAIN, born May 4, 1918, 
in Sussex, New Brunswick, coming to Winnipeg in 
1946. Kathleen Livesley has four children from pre
vious marriage, namely; Barry Mountain, Lynn Gib
son, Janice Sandh, all of Winnipeg and Debbie 
Mountain of Vancouver, British Columbia. 

Long, Alex 
by Gladys Williamson 

ALEX came from Rodney, Ontario. He married 
GLADYS GRIFFITH (daugterofWilliam and Alice) 
March 28, 1923. We moved to the farm north of 
Broornhill owned by my father. My son BILL was 
born July 13, 1926. We moved to Melita in 1928 to 
the John Ross farm owned by my father east of Melita 
along the river. 

We moved to Tilston and lost our crops due to 
grasshoppers. Bill started school in Tilston, finished 
in Melita as we came back from Dauphin in 1936 
where we worked hard to winter our stock. We 
bought eight acres with buildings from Bert Dobbyn. 
Alex worked in town, anything he could get to do. He 
passed away March 12, 1943. We had a five day 
blizzard that no pioneer had witnessed. 

Bill joined the air force in 1944 at 17Y2 so I was 
left alone. I worked until I married Dennis William
son and went up to Sinclair in 1953. Dennis passed 
away in 1956. I left Sinclair, came to Melita and 
bought the house I now live in from the Pol worth 
Estate. My son Bill has a wife Rose and two married 
boys. 

Long, William 
WILLIAM LONG came to the district from 

Rodney, Ontario. He married ILA GRIFFITH in 
1937, at Souris, Manitoba. Ila was the younger 
daughter of William and Alice Griffith. She was born 
December 8,1902. Ila attended school in Melita and 
Browns district. 

They lived in Ontario for a few years before 
returning to the Melita district. Ila passed away De
cember 8, 1973. William returned to Ontario where 
he lived with a son from a previous marriage until the 
time of his death. There was one son GLEN born 
May 31, 1943, to this union. (separate history) 

Long, Glen 
GLEN is the son of Ila and William Long. He 
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was born in Brandon Hospital on May 31,1943. Glen 
started school in Melita, finishing his education in 
Saskatoon Saskatchewan and Cobourg, Ontario. He 
returned to Manitoba in 1963. He worked at con
struction in Winnipeg. Also worked for Manitoba 
and Dominion Bridge and Engineering in the fab
rication of steel structures. He went to Manitoba 
Institute of Technology in 1967 where he received his 
Welding Certificate. He worked in Gillam as a mill
wright until his return to Melita in 1979. At this time 
he went into partnership in Cobb Motors 79 Ltd until 
December of 1981. Glen is now employed by the 
Antler River School Division as Supervisor for 
Transportation and Maintenance. 

Glen married DOROTHY WILLIAMS in 1965. 
Dorothy is the youngest daughter of (Pug) Owen and 
Daisy Williams. Dorothy was born in St. Boniface 
hospital on February 26, 1949. She attended Melita 
School. After marrying Glen, they moved to Win
nipeg where they lived until 1969. Dorothy took a 
hairdressing course at the Marvel School of Beauty. 
After her training she was employed by Continental 
Styling in Winnipeg until 1969 when she returned to 
Melita for a year before moving to Gillam, Man
itoba. Dorothy returned to Melita in 1974 to take over 
ownership of the Melita Beauty Salon and at present 
time is still owner. 

Dorothy and Glen have three children, two sons 
and one daughter. John (Jack) was born at Deloraine 
on April 4, 1965. He attended school in Gillam and 
Melita until June 1982 and is a member of Melita 
Minor Hockey. Michael was born in Deloraine on 
April 18, 1970. He attends school in Melita. Michael 
is a member of Melita Minor Hockey and is very 
interested in track and field, fishing and swimming. 
MICHELLE was born at Thompson, Manitoba on 
October 25, 1972, attends school in Melita. Michelle 
likes Explorers and swimming. 

Long, Keith 
KEITH and WINONA LONG came to Melita 

from Beausejour where Keith was superintendent of 
Education for Agassiz School Division for three 
years. He was then Superintendent of Education for 
Antler School Division, July 1969 to July 1970. 
Keith was originally from Thunder Bay, and Winona 
was born in Russell, Manitoba, but lived in Win
nipeg for 20 years. Keith's parents were Arthur and 
Lily (Smith) Long. Winona was the daughter of Ma
jor Albert M. Pratt (Russell school is named after 
him) and Ethel (Roberts) Pratt. 

Keith worked in Education for 25 years as a 
teacher, principal, and superintendent. I was a teach
er (High School) for eight years. In 1975 Keith 
changed careers and since then has worked for the 



Federal Government in the Department of Regional 
Economic Expansion (D.R.E.E.) in Thompson, 
Manitoba for three years and Winnipeg (four years as 
of now, 1982). 

We have lived in Greenwood and Duncan British 
Columbia and Lac-du-Bonnet, Beausejour, Melita, 
Minnedosa, Selkirk, Cranberry Portage and Thomp
son and Winnipeg, Manitoba. We celebrated our 
25th Wedding Anniversary on July 11, 1982. Our 
children are: ANDREA JOAN LONG born Decem
ber 27, 1958 at Grand Forks, British Columbia. 
ROSS ARTHUR ALBERT LONG born October 
15, 1960 at Pine Falls. REX RICHARD KEITH 
LONG born November 25, 1962 at Beausejour. 
LAIRD DONALD DESMOND LONG born Octo
ber 12, 1964 at Duncan, British Columbia. 

Andrea works at the Bank of Commerce, 
Hargrave and Portage and has her own apartment one 
block from us. Ross graduated in May from the 
University of Manitoba with the Bachelor of Science 
in Civil Engineering. He won about $14,000 in 
scholarships to go on to take his Masters at the 
University of Toronto in September. Rex finished 
second year Science and was accepted in Medicine. 
He starts August 31. Laird graduated from grade 
twelve in June (Silver Heights Collegiate). He will 
start in Administration Studies (Commerce) in Sep
tember at the University of Manitoba. 

Loucks, Thomas Shirley 
by Laura (Loucks) Warren and Anna (Loucks) 
Sterling 

Covered wagons may have figured prominently 
in the settlement of the southwest although seldom 
mentioned by early settlers. It was on a Sunday, July 
8,1900 that THOMAS SHIRLEY Loucks drove his 
covered wagon up the main street of Melita, to com
plete a long 600 mile journey from Forestburg, South 
Dakota. He first settled west of Melita, on the farm 
now owned by Doug Snyder. 

Of United Empire Loyalist descent, Mr. Loucks 
was born in Fredericksburg, near the town of 
Napanee, Ontario in 1871. In his 23rd year, he mar
ried NELLIE MAY ROOKS. While living in the East 
they had two children, ANNA (Mrs. W. G. Sterling) 
and MELBOURNE. 

He then decided to go West, and he and his wife 
and children set out by train, arriving at Dickey, 
North Dakota. They remained there for two years, 
then returning to Ontario. But the lure of the West 
was great, and Mr. and Mrs. Loucks again made the 
trip to the western states. This time they settled at 
Forrestburg, South Dakota, coming to Canada two 
years later. 
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Four generations of Loucks: Thomas, Percy, Laura and son 
Bob Warren. 

In 1903, he moved from the Snyder farm, where 
PERCY was born, to the Abe Funk farm. This was 
where two more sons, THOMAS and PERRY were 
born. Six years later he purchased a farm, now 
owned by Bob Tilbury, in the Peninsula district. The 
family remained there for several years and this was 
where SHIRLEY was born. 

Melbourne and Anna received their education at 
Peninsula School. Percy, Thomas and Perry attended 
Peninsula and Melita Schools and Shirley, Melita 
School. In this period, Mr. Loucks served 18 years as 
secretary-treasurer of the Peninsula School district as 
well as branching out into the larger field of Munic
ipal Councillor and Reeve. Altogether, he was con
nected with the Arthur Council for twenty-two years. 
He was a former president of the Arthur Pioneers' 
Association and passed through all the chairs of the 
Oriental Lodge A.F. and A.M., Melita. His first vote 
in the Dominion election was cast for Sir John A. 
MacDonald, Canada's first Prime Minister. His twi
light years were spent in Melita. He died on July 1, 
1956. His wife, Nellie May, predeceased him in 
August 1937. 

Several members of the family have remained in 
this southwest region. 

Descendants of Thomas Shirley and Nellie May 
Loucks: 

Christiana Josephine (Anna) Sterling (see Ster
ling History) 

Melbourne (deceased) born 1897 First wife 
Zella, seqond wife Grace. They had a family of three; 
Velma (Mrs. Art Torgeson) from Vancouver. Their 
family is Lois (Rolls), Marlene, Gorden, Mel, Roy, 
Norman and Lester. 

Louis (deceased). 
Nina (Mrs. Wattie) three children. 
Percy Fletcher (see separate history). 



Thomas Shirley Jr. (see separate history). 
Perry Edward now of Pierson born 1906. Wife 

MARION and family of four. Barry of Min
neapolis, his wife is Donna (Chalmers) and his fam
ily is Stacey, married 1982, and Cindy. Bryan, wife 
Isabelle and family Devon Troy, Shannon Lynn. 
Dianne (Mrs. Carey Murray). Their family is 
Christopher Shannon and Jenny Lynn. They live at 
Lyleton. Brent and wife Sherry of Regina have 
children Michael, Steven and Curtis. 

Meda May Shirley (Mrs. Crawford Hicks) 
Lumsden, born 1914, family of six. Joan (Mrs. Bill 
Barber) Lumsden (Joan deceased) and family Vern, 
Sharon, Lauren. Irma (Mrs. Gorden Duncan) Van
couver, family Dwayne, David, Dean. Anne (Mrs. 
Alfred Miller) of Lumsden and family Susan, Dale, 
Warren. Kenneth and wife Mari Lena Regina, fam
ily Wesley, Brian. Wayne and wife Sharon, 
Lumsden, family, Roy, Robert, Allison, Judy, Jonus 
(deceased). Mona Lynn Regina (Mrs. Donald 
Schuster) family Joanne, Donna and Glen. 

Loucks, Tommy 
TOMMY SHIRLEY LOUCKS married FLO

RENCE MAY CUPPLES (daughter of Dave and 
Florence) in Winnipeg on June 20, 1928. We lived 
for a short time in Ashern, Manitoba. We had three 
children. Florence Joyce born in Eriksdale Hospital, 
Manitoba on April 9, 1929, (deceased April 13, 
1929). David Elvin was born on April 19, 1936. On 
August 28, 1937, Thomas Morley was born. Both 
boys were born on the Thomas Loucks farm in the 
Peninsula district. 

We bought the John Rooks farm at Elva and 
moved there in the spring of 1943 where the boys 
went to Elva school (same school as I attended). We 
sold our farm in April, 1949 and moved out west to 
Cranbrook, British Columbia. We operated a groc
ery store in Cranbrook from June 1949 to May 1960. 
Tom had a serious heart attack in June 1959, so we 
sold our business in May 1960. 

Later we bought the Jaffray General Store and 
operated it from November 1960 to July 1971. David 
was the postmaster. Morley married Sonja Amy Cor
neliuson, (born June 9, 1939) of Cranbrook, British 
Columbia on October 29, 1960 in Cranbrook and 
reside there. To this union are four children. Lorne 
David born March 6, 1963. Bradley Peter Thomas 
born March 4, 1965, Linda Mae born February 27, 
1967 and Cory Allen born February 21, 1969. They 
were all born in Cranbrook. 

David Elvin married Sharon Lynn Mahon on July 
1,1967. Sharon was from Lister, British Columbia. 
They have a family of three. Michele Lynn born 
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December 29,1962, Krista Ann born September 9, 
1965, Troy George David born August 29, 1969. 

They all live at Ladysmith, British Columbia. 
Michele married John Zehanoviz from Ladysmith on 
November 29, 1980. They have a little daughter 
Lacie Lynn born May 26,1981, (my first great grand
child). 

Loucks, Percy 
PERCY FELTCHER LOUCKS second son 

born to Thomas Shirley and Nellie May Loucks on 
November 2, 1901 on the Abe Funk farm west of 
Melita. Percy grew up and spent his life in the Melita 
district. LAVINA FRANCIS ROBSON eldest 
daughter of Jim and Mary Robson, born February 15, 
1904 on the Andrews farm, now occupied by Oliver 
Hood, also grew up and spent her life in the Melita 
area. 

Percy and Lavina were married on March 5, 1924 
in the Methodist Church and began almost 40 years 
together living in various places around the district. 
Percy had his own threshing outfit for a few years and 
spent a number of years working as a harvester on 
Brockinton's threshing outfit. Vina followed along in 
the cookhouse and did the cooking for the crew. 

Percy and Vina Loucks. 

In the late 30's the family settled in the house west 
of Melita, 36-3-27 (where Delmar now lives). Percy 
had a herd of milk cows and operated a milk delivery 
for about 20 years. Their children could often be 
seen, summer and winter, with their wagons loaded 
with milk making their deliveries. Later on they 
delivered by truck. The dairy herd was sold during 
the early 50's and Percy delivered homogenized milk 
for Souris Creamery until about 1958 when he quit 
the milk business. At the same time Percy grew large 
fields of potatoes for sale and during the winter he cut 



ice from the river and hauled it into town for custom
ers' water supply. 

During this time he also delivered the mail twice 
a day from the C.P.R. station to the Post Office when 
the train arrived at noon from the east and at six 
0' clock from the west. Percy was also the caretaker at 
the cemetery for a number of years. At this time all 
graves were dug by hand and he spent many hours 
mowing grass and keeping the grounds in top shape. 
In 1960 when Peninsula school consolidated with 
Melita, Percy became the first van driver in that 
route. Following his sudden death on April 19, 1963, 
Vina continued as driver. 

Vina was an avid curler and along with members 
of her family spent much time curling. She took in 
boarders for a number of years and these young men 
were just like her sons. The home was always open to 
anyone who might need a meal or a bed on a stormy 
night or any time. Vina passed away January 19, 
1975. Percy and Vina raised a family offive sons and 
two daughters and one daughter (Ruth) died in infan
cy. The family members are: 

Laura married Chuck Warren. They live in 
Melita and have a family of two sons and two daugh
ters. Bob and wife Rose, Calgary have two children, 
Andrea and Jonathon. Bill and wife Trudy live in 
Melita where Bill teaches school. They have three 
children, Stacy, Julie and Scott. Jean and husband 
Phil live in Regina and have two daughters, Rhonda 
andRichelie. Gaillives in Saltspring, British Colum
bia. 

Eldon married Lorraine Mack of Pilot Mound. 
Eldon is employed by Davidson and Emmon Lumber 
in Calgary. They have three children; Richard, Brad 
and Heather. 

Donald married Eleanor Vincent. They live in 
Melita and Don is employed by Stewart's Lumber. 
Their family, Kim (married Marty Smith), Greg 
works in Brandon and Jodine is in school. 

Melba married Ernie Stewart of Waskada. They 
have four children. Ron married Sandy Brown, Car
man. They have one child Shaun. Donna married 
Ray Coelrane and they live in Winnipeg. Murray and 
Wayne are at home. 

Earl married Eila Kynny of Thunder Bay. Eila 
died in 1976 and Earl died 1978. The family, Randy 
(died August 1982), Karen married July 24, 1982 to 
Mike Perrault, Brian and Kathy live in Thunder Bay. 

Delmar married Jean Tilbury. They live in 
Melita where Delmar owns and operates Delmar's 
Pro Hardware. They have a family of: Judy married 
1982 to Richard Lockhead of Basswood, Rodney, 
Kevin, Alana and Lynda at home. 

Harvey married Mary Earle and they live in Port 
Coquitlam, British Columbia. 
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Harvey works for C.I.L. Paints. They have a 
daughter Janet and a son Garry. 

Percy and Vina enjoyed the company of the fam
ily and their doors were always open. Jim Elrick 
came to Canada from Scotland to the Melita district 
in 1925. He worked as a farm labourer and later 
operated the dray in the town of Melita. In 1950 Jim 
joined the Department of Highways and became sub
foreman in 1966 and retired in 1970. Jim was very 
interested in curling and enjoyed the game immense
ly. He was the adopted member of the family. After a 
lengthy illness he passed away, September 30, 1972. 

Louttit, David C. 
DAVID CRAGlE LOUTTIT was born in Aber

deen, Scotland in 1874 and came to Canada in 1893. 
He worked with some of the earlier settlers then 
homesteaded on the S.E. of ten in 1898. Later he 
moved N.E. 9-3-27 where he resided for fifty-three 
years. 

He married MINERVA REDDAWAY, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. William Reddaway from Coulter 
who died in 1912. They had six children: ALEX, 
ANNIE, RALPH, GEORGE, MYRTLE and 
MARION. Alex, 86, is the only one living. He and 
his wife live in Burnaby, British Columbia. Annie 
died in 1977. Ralph married Jean Phair of Melita. 
They had a daughter, Irene (Swanson) born Novem
ber 22,1931, and a son Ed. Irene lives in Melita and 
Ed in London, Ontario. Ralph died in 1955 at 52. 
Jean died in 1978. George died in 1968 at age 63. 
Myrtle died in 1912 at the age of four years. Marion 
married Bert Moore of Melita. She died in 1935 at 
35. 

Dave, as he was known to everyone, re-married 
ANNIE SUTHERLAND in 1913. Annie was born in 
Invergordon, Scotland in June 16,1889. She came to 
Canada in 1911 and worked for Mrs. David Gillander 
of Elva. She later worked for the Louttits. 

Dave and Annie had thirteen children: AN
DREW, CHARLES, ISABEL, EVA, ERNEST, 
DALLAS, BETSY, BERNICE, FLORA, ELVA 
and MELITA (twins) JOHN and ALLAN. They 
attended school in Elva. 

Andrew and Jean live in Souris, Manitoba and 
have two sons, Jim and Lloyd. Charlie and Norma 
reside in Toronto, and have two daughters Linda and 
Carol. Charlie had three children from a previous 
marriage. Isabel resides in Waskada, where he hus
band, Jim Boyd ofWaskada died in 1961. They have 
two daughters Bev and Donna. Isabel remarried in 
1963 to Chester Cooper from Waskada who died in 
1968. Eva married CECIL KIRKUP of Melita (See 
Kirkup history). Ernest died at the age of two. Dallas, 
Tex as he was known to all, died at the age of 26. 



The Louttit family. L.-A., Back: Charlie, Eva, Isabel, Andy. 
Third Row: Betsy, Bernice, Tex. Second Row: Melita and Elva 
(twins). Front: Allan and John. Right: Dave and Annie. 

Betsy (Betty Leslie) resides in Brandon, Manitoba 
and has one daughter Darlene. Bernice (Bonnie) 
resides in Calgary, and has two sons Randy and 
Danny. Flora died at the age of two years. The twins, 
Elva and Melita, were named after the two towns. 
Elva died at the age of 25. Melita and Arnold Kates 
lived in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario and have two sons 
Paul and Bob. John (see separate history). Allan and 
Nancy of Edmonton, Alberta have a son Doug and a 
daughter Brenda. Allan had a son Keith and a 
daughter Eleanor from a previous marriage. 

Dave Louttit farmed for 53 years. He always took 
great pride in his farming and his horses. Some of the 
land had saskatoon bushes and during berry picking 
time many people came for miles to pick berries. In 
earlier years he took part in ploughing matches. He 
died at the age of 80. 

His wife Anna lived unti11973, making her home 
with some of her family. She took a keen interest in 
her family and grandchildren. 

Louttit, Edward Harvey 
by Irene Swanson 

Edward Harvey Louttit was born October 8, 
1933 at Deloraine Hospital. He was the son of Ralph 
and Jean Louttit. Dorothy Helen Fadey was born June 
5, 1936. She was the daughter of Ralph and Louise 
Fadey of Waterloo, Ontario. Edward and Dorothy 
married May 18, 1957. Mary Ann was born May 25, 
1958 at Owen Sound, Ontario. She is now Mrs. 
Gregory Fradgley of London, Ontario. Therese Jean 
was born August 22, 1959. Catherine Louise born 
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March 16, 1961, Margaret Jane born January 28, 
1964, Paul Edward born January 12,1965, all born at 
Owen Sound. They all live now in London, Ontario. 

Louttit, John 
JOHN DOUGLAS LOUTTIT was born to 

Dave and Annie Louttit on September 25, 1927. He 
grew up on the home farm in the Elva district and 
received his schooling there. He worked in British 
Columbia the winter of 1948 returning home in the 
spring to take up employment with Cliff Reddaway 
on the farm. On August 6, 1953 he married DONNA 
eldest daughter of Mervin and Renee Snyder. They 
have five children. 

Richard John (Rick) born February 4, 1954, 
Betty Dianne (Dianne) born December 21, 1954, 
Bonnie Lou born December 5, 1958, Dallas Wayne 
born December 26, 1963 and Timothy Michael 
(Tim) born September 8, 1965. 

In 1957 they moved to the Haldon Weston farm 
where John started working with the Highways De
partment, where he was employed for 13 years. They 
moved to town in 1961 and in 1969 John went to work 
for the town of Melita and is still employed by them. 

Rick married Sherry Jolly daughter of Jack and 
Edna Jolly of Waskada, on August 30, 1975. They 
have two boys; Christopher Michael born April 24, 
1975 and Geoffrey Richard, born March 31, 1979. 
Dianne married Robert (Bob) Reddaway, son of 
Ralph and Elsie Reddaway of Elva on September 14, 
1974. They have two children; John (Travis) born 
September 25, 1978 and Jennijer Lyn born Septem
ber 8, 1981. 

Bonnie married Tim Jones, son of Gordon and 
Isabel Slack of Napinka on May 22, 1981. Dallas and 
Tim are still at home. Rick took up residence in 
Waskada after his marriage and the rest all live in 
Melita. 

(Editor'S note: Bonnie and Tim Jones have a 
daughter Ashley Lynn, born March 1, 1983.) 

Lund, Kenneth Charles 
KENNETH CHARLES (CHUCK) was born and 

raised at Elkhorn, the eldest son of Ken and Marion 
(Towler) Lund. He graduated from the University of 
Manitoba in 1971 with a degree in Civil Engineering 
and has been employed by the Department of High
ways as a resident engineer since that time. He trans
ferred to Melita from Dauphin in 1974. 

Chuck has been involved with #263 Intrepid Air 
Cadet Squadron in Melita since 1974 and is presently 
the Administration Officer. He is also the current 
President of Royal Canadian Legion #127. 

On July 22, 1978 he married DOREEN KEN
NEDY, formerly of Pierson, the eldest daughter of 



Jim and Marion Kennedy (see Jim Kennedy history). 
After their marriage Doreen was employed as a legal 
secretary by M. H. Smeltz until December 1979. 

Theirfirst child, ERIN JOLENE, was born Feb
ruary 25, 1980 and their second, JEREMY 
MICHAEL WILSON was born March 2,1983. 

Mann, Howard 
by Mrs. G. M. Lake 

The following is the history of HOWARD 
MANN, his wife, JEAN, the their children, DORO· 
THY, LLOYD, and VIVIAN. 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Mann, Lloyd and Vivian (top insert), 
Dorothy (bottom insert). 

In 1920 the Manns left the farm at Carievale, 
Saskatchewan and moved to Melita where Mr. Mann 
sold life insurance and other lines of insurance. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mann were active in church, Odd 
Fellows and Rebekahs, and curling. 

Dorothy and Vivian studied piano. Lloyd, along 
with his father, played in the town band. 

In 1934 the Manns, along with other families, 
were affected by the drought and depression and 
moved to places where the grass was greener. Mr. 
Mann chose to go to Portage la Prairie, where he still 
resides. Mrs. Mann died in 1973. 

Dorothy taught piano at Portage for 13 years. In 
1942 she married MURRAY LAKE who was in the 
army and later became a minister in the United 
Church. He is now retired and they are living in 
Brandon where Dorothy still teaches piano. 

Lloyd was overseas in the Air Force during the 
war. He later married Roslyn Sanderson of Ottawa 
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where they are both living now. Lloyd is manager of a 
roofing company. 

Vivian took a nurses' training course at Winnipeg 
General Hospital. She married David Thorpe who 
worked for the General Electric Company. After a 
few years in Winnipeg they moved to Saskatoon 
where they now reside. 

About the year 1923 the family went to Deloraine 
to spend Christmas with Mr. Mann's brother, William 
Mann. They travelled by train, and as there was no 
direct line to Deloraine, they had to go to Boissevain 
and then back to Deloraine. It was Christmas Eve and 
near Whitewater the train became stuck in a snow
drift. It stayed there until early the next morning 
when a snow plow came. Lloyd, who was about five 
years old, was standing by the stove at the end of the 
railway car. He heard some noises which seemed to 
come from the chimney, and he said, "Daddy, is that 
Santa coming down the chimney?" 

Mason, Samuel 
SAMUEL L. MASON was born in Ontario in 

1859. JENNIE HARDY was born in the Brampton 
area in 1864. After their marriage they came to Man
itoba and set up farming in the Whitewater area then 
Medora and finally got established in the Belfry 
district, five miles west of Melita on 5-4-27. To this 
union were born three sons and four daughters; 
GERTRUDE born June 1892, VICTORIA (VIC) 
born February 1893, WILLIAM born September 
1894, EVA born March 1897, JOSEPH (HARRY) 
born June 1898, OSCAR born July 1900, and VERA 
born August 1904. 

Farming was carried on successfully in spite of 
hardships and the farm still remains in the Mason 
name. 

Gertie married JACK RUSSELL in 1916 and 
passed away at the early age of 27. 

Victoria (Vic) married HARRY ROBLIN (see 
Roblin history). 

William followed farming operations. In Decem
ber 1924 he married PEARL VALE (see separate 
history). 

Eva May chose the teaching profession and after 
teaching a number of years married Pres Archibald. 
She passed away following the birth of their first 
child in May 1927. 

Harry married Gertrude Underhill (see separate 
history). 

Oscar was employed with different farmers as a 
"hired hand" for some years in the Souris area. In 
June 1937 he married MARY SMITH of the Elva 
district and went to British Columbia to make a 
home. They have three children; Adele, James, and 
Rosemary. 



Vera Irma chose teaching as a profession and 
taught in various country schools. In Winnipeg she 
met and married William Heslop, a Hudson Bay Fur 
Trader of the North West Territories. They experi
enced a happy and interesting time while there. They 
retired to England in 1967, Bill's native land. Vera 
passed away March 9, 1972 in England. 

Mason, William L. 
WILLIAM (BILL) MASON, eldest son of 

Samuel T. and Jane Hardy Mason, was born Septem
ber 25, 1894 at Whitewater, Manitoba. Soon after he 
moved with his family to west of Melita into the 
Belfry District. From an early age Bill showed a keen 
interest in engines of every description, sports, and 
music. Many happy hours over the years were spent 
overhauling a tractor, watching boxing and wres
tling. He secured his papers for fireman second class 
on a steam engine which he put to good use even in 
later years when he worked on oil rigs as a fireman. 
His greatest love was music and many a happy hour 
was spent with family and friends with the violin and 
banjo. 

On December 25, 1924 he married MILLIE 
PEARL VAIL of Napinka, youngest daughter of 
Daniel W. and Jane Vail, born October 5, 1898. They 
farmed the first years of their married life west of 
Melita, moved into Melita for several years, return
ing to farm east of Melita and finally after renting for 
so many years purchased a farm two miles south of 
Napinka formerly known as the old "Anderson 
Place". There are many memories of the year when 
the family was growing up. Times were hard during 
the depression and like everyone else it was often 
hard to make ends meet, but it was also a time of 
careful saving and planning the few dollars there 
were to spend. Pearl, being a skillful seamstress, 
kept her family of six always well clothed. Lack of 
money did not alter the many happy times when good 
friends and family got together for music, reminisc
ing and a meal. 

The faithful old school bus served as a means of 
transportation for all the family to receive a good 
education at Melita School. 

In 1947 a new home was built in Melita, this time 
a welcome move. Busy years followed as Bill con
tinued to farm from town and Pearl kept boarders, 
enjoyed the fellowship of several organizations, a big 
garden and flowers, and loved crafts of all descrip
tion. Several members of the family had left home to 
try their wings. In later years Pearl and Bill joined the 
New Horizons where many enjoyable afternoons 
were spent at cards and shuffleboard. 

Pearl and Bill celebrated their 50th Wedding An-
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L.-R.: Cecil, Yvonne, Donna, Gert, Joyce, Marg. Seated: Bill 
and Pearl Mason. 

niversary in October 1974 with all their family home 
and a host of relatives and friends. 

After ailing health for sometime, Bill passed 
away June 1, 1980 in the Assiniboine Hospital in 
Brandon. Pearl remained in her home until October 
1981, when she moved into the Melita Lodge where 
she still resides at this time. They had six children. 

Gertrude Doreen eldest daughter of William and 
Pearl Mason, was born on January 8, 1926. She 
received her entire education at Melita School with 
many fond memories of school van days, sports, lots 
of studies and good friends, graduating from Grade 
XII in 1942. 

She decided to take up teaching as a career and 
taught at Bede School on a permit, attended the 
Provincial Normal School in Winnipeg and returned 
to Bede School for another year. She has many happy 
memories of her two years spent at Bede and the 
wonderful boarding place with Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Carr and family. In 1946-1947 she taught at Cypress 
River and on October 30, 1947 was married to Harold 
Herbert Spence, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. James 
Spence of Waskada. Harold had just received is dis
charge from the Army in 1946 and purchased S.W. 
5-3-24, five and a half miles south of Medora. They 
are still living there today, mixed farming, cattle and 
grain, having purchased more land over the years. 

Their family consists of two sons, Keith Mason 
born April 7, 1951, and Blaine Harold born June 9, 
1954. Both boys took their elementary schooling at 
Medora and High School in Deloraine. 

Keith continued his education at the University of 
North Dakota at Grand Forks where he graduated 
with his Bachelor of Science in Education. Today he 
teaches Physical Education in the Deloraine High 
School. In 1975 he married KAREN MARIE GOD
BY of Indianapolis, Indaina. Karen nurses at the 
Deloraine HospitaL Our pride and joy are our two 



lovely grandchildren, Aaron Mathew and Jennifer 
Marie. 

Blaine farms with his Dad in the summer and 
usually finds employment in the city for the winter 
months. He and his Dad share a hobby of restoring 
antique machinery and belong to the Turtle Mountain 
Flywheel Club at Killarney. 

They have enjoyed many happy years in the 
Medora community and try to take an active part in 
the church and community affairs and enjoy a wealth 
of good friends. As well, they are ardent square 
dancers with the Turtle Mountain Twisters at Delo
raine. It is always great to get back to Melita to see 
old friends as well as family. 

Yvonne Laura is the second daughter of Bill and 
Pearl Mason. She received all her education at Melita 
School, then taught at Peninsula and Moline prior to 
obtaining her Registered Nurse's training from Win
nipeg General Hospital. In 1951 she was married to 
Fred Broome, son of Joe and Bella Broome, Fred 
and Yvonne are living in Winnipeg. 

Cecil William (see separate history) 
Joyce Mae, fourth child of William and Pearl 

Mason, was born in Melita and has many fond mem
ories of the many years spent there going to school, 
teaching one year at Bede, and later working in the 
Royal Bank. 

In 1957 she married Morley Brotherston of York
ton, Saskatchewan. Morley was in the Canadian 
Armed Service and they spent many years in various 
places in Canada and also in Germany. He retired as a 
Master Warrant Officer in 1979 and they now live in 
Brandon where Morley works as a civilian at Base 
Shilo and Joyce is employed at the Brandon Mental 
Health Centre. 

They have three sons: Richard in Winnipeg; Dan 
and Rob in Brandon. 

Donna Marie married James Quinn of Brandon. 
Margaret Wenonah married Alvin Coates of 

Melita. (see Coates history). 

Mason, Cecil William 
Cecil William Mason was born in Melita July 

21, 1930, the only son of William and Pearl Mason. 
He was raised in the Melita-Napinka area, and a 
graduate of the 1949 Grade XII Melita Collegiate 
Class. He enlisted in the Royal Canadian Air Force in 
December 1949 and has served continuously with the 
Royal Canadian Air Force and Canadian Armed 
Forces since. He currently holds the rank of Captain. 
Military tours have been in British Columbia, Prince 
Edward Island, Nova Scotia, Ontario and England. 
He is currently finishing a five year assignment with 
the Lockhead Aircraft Corporation in Burbank, Cal
ifornia. His next and final military assignment will 
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be with the Electronic radar Training School at 
Kingston, Ontario. He is looking forward to retire
ment from the military in 1985. His retirement goal 

travel. 
He was married to Sandra Elaine (nee Morse) at 

Kingston, Nova Scotia on May 1, 1952. In addition to 
having six children, Sandra is a member of the nurs
ing profession. 

Cecil Terrence, their eldest son, was born Janu
ary 28, 1953 at Stamford, Lines, England. 

Deborah Ann, born January 8, 1954 at Royal 
Canadian Air Force Station North Luffenham, En
gland, married Ronald Herbert Wise on May 7, 
1977. They have one son born March 22, 1982 -
Matthew Glen. 

Dana Marie was born May 25, 1956 at Comox, 
British Columbia. 

Dale Elaine was born October 24, 1957 at Com
ox. 

RobertAllan was born October 11,1959, also at 
Comox. 

Barbara Joan was born December 31, 1962 at 
Summerside, Prince Edward Island. 

Mason, Harry 
JOSEPH (HARRY) operated the family farm 

after the passing of his father in 1929 and his mother 
in 1939. He has lived his entire life in the Melita 
District with the exception of three years during the 
"Dirty Thirties" being forced to move the cattle and 
horses to the Decker area in order to have feed for 
them. In July 1939, he married GERTRUDE UN
DERHILL, daughter of Rueben and Eva (Stahl) of 
the Bernice District. This marriage was blessed with 
three children', Samuel, born August 1940, Barrie, 
born December 1941, and Barbara, born June 1949. 
All three received their elementary schooling at Bel
fry School, then in Elva, Pierson, and Melita. 

Sam married Irene Lampertz of Melita on May 
18, 1963 and farmed east of Melita upon the retire
ment of his mother and dad to Melita in 1971 he took 
over the family farm. To this union were born three 
children: Duane, born October 28, 1963; Shem 
born August 23, 1967; and Dean, born November 
26, 1973. Sam passed away suddenly February 19, 
1977. Irene still lives on the farm and with the help of 
brother Larry, operates the farm. 

Barrie, after completing his education, went to 
Alberta in the oil fields. He then studied for an 
electrical engineer. Presently he is living in Surrey, 
British Columbia and has two daughters, Lisa, and 
Shanna. 

Barbara, after completing her schooling, went to 
Winnipeg where she holds a responsible job. On May 



17,1971 she married Kim Rach of Morden. They still 
reside in Winnipeg. 

Harry and Gertie continue to live in Melita, en
joying the friendship of friends and neighbors, and 
are involved in different organizations. 

Maxwell, Bill 
by Elsie (Slater) Maxwell 

BILL MAXWELL was born at Atwater, Sas
katchewan on March 16,1908 and came to Manitoba 
to the Hartney district in 1926. He later moved to 
Pipestone and found employment with the Hayward 
Hopkin's family. 

This is where I, ELSIE MAUDE SLATER, met 
my husband. I was born December 16, 1910 at 
Waskada in the Verona district. I attended school at 
Verona until I finished Grade VIII. After this I went 
to Waskada for high school and later attended Bran
don Normal School in 1930. Between the years 1952 
and 1975 I spent 18 years teaching in town and in 
country schools. 

In 1932 we were married and went to Atwater to 
live. DOROTHY, our eldest daughter was born 
March 31, 1933. SHIRLEY, our second daughter 
was born November 28, 1934. We moved back to 
Waskada in 1937 and my husband farmed in the 
Verona district until 1958. Our son, KEITH, was 
born August 16, 1938. 

Bill and Elsie Maxwell with granddaughter Brenda (1957), 
Dorothy, Keith and Shirley Maxwell. 

All our family attended school at Verona. After 
Shirley finished Grade IX, she went to Brandon and 
attended Wheat City Business College. She worked 
in Brandon for 12 years after finishing her course. 
Dorothy finished her Grade IX, then went to work in 
Deloraine, first in a cafe and later as a nurse's aide in 
the hospital there. After Keith finished his Grade 
VIII he went to work for the telephone company in 
1953. He is still working with that company after 28 
years. 

Our family are all married. Dorothy married Pe
ter Koversky (a telephone installer) in 1954 and they 
reside in Boissevain. They have four daughters; 
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Brenda, Barbara, Marlene and Michelle. Brenda 
is married and has two children, Tricia and Julian. 
She lives at Edmonton. Barbara married Gary Can
ada and they have two children, LisaJo, eight years, 
and Chad, eighteen months. They live at Melita. 
Marlene is 17 and in Grade XII. Michelle is 13 and in 
Grade VII. 

Shirley married Robert Judson in 1963. He is an 
assistant manager for Liberty Imports. After living 
in Winnipeg for several years, they moved to Rich
mond, British Columbia in 1976. They have a daugh
ter, Donna Lynn, who is 15 and a son, Dale Robert 
(Robbie), who is ten. 

Keith married Lucille Traux in 1957. They live 
near Deloraine. They have two sons, Eddy and Gor
don. Eddy is 23 and has worked for the telephone 
company for five years as an installer. He was mar
ried in July 1978 to Wendy Hobbs of Deloraine. They 
have two children, Billy and Robin. They live at 
Winnipegosis. Gordon is 20 and has been with the 
telephone company, too. 

Bill and I moved to the town of Waskada in 1958 
from the Verona district, as I was going to teach 
Grade V and VI in town. I had been teaching at 
Verona during 1957-1958 year. Bill continued to farm 
town until 1960 when ill health forced him to retire. 
He died six years ago and I am currently in a suite in 
Jubilee Manor, Boissevain, Manitoba. 

Maycock, H. E. 
by Kathleen Eyers 

MR. H. E. MAYCOCK emigrated from Bristol, 
England in 1890. He worked on a farm in Carman, 
Manitoba for one season. Then, on hearing of a need 
for a grocery and bakery in Melita, he moved there to 
start a business. 

H. E. Maycock married EMELINE JOB BINS in 
1891 and moved his wife and two sons, GEORGE 
and BILL to Melita in 1895. Their third son, 
CECIL, was born in Melita in 1901. 

H. E. Maycock was a councillor in the Municipal 
government in 1901 under Reeve 1. W. Henderson, 
but found this work took too much time from his 
bakery business and declined further service. 

The family moved first to British Columbia about 
1904 and then to Winnipeg in 1910, and to Ontario in 
1916. Mrs. Maycock passed away in 1937 and Mrs. 
Maycock in 1949. Both are interred in Stoney Creek 
Cemetery, Stoney Creek, Ontario. 

George Maycock now resides at 286 Heas Street 
South, Hamilton, Ontario. 

Millar, William . 
WILLIAM MILLAR was born Aprill, 1848. HIS 

wife JULIA 1. (WILLIAMS) was born in 1806. From 



this marriage was born one son HENRY EDWARD 
(separate history) and four daughters. EVA L. 
(ALMA) Mrs. Armstrong, (ANNIE) Mrs. Minor 
Beaman and (ETHEL) Mrs. 1. H. Thomas, all are 
deceased. All were born at Desford, Manitoba south 
of Boissevain. 

Julia died September 1, 1893 at the age of 33 
years. She was the first or second person buried in the 
Boissevain Cemetery. 

In 1900 William and his son moved to Waskada to 
farm on the NW quarter of SE 28-1-26. William 
remarried in 1904. 

On August 14, 1907, a tornado struck the com
munity along the little Souris River and took away 
buildings of all kinds, and was followed by a hail 
storm which covered several miles. 

William was stricken by a heart attack and died 
February 2, 1908. He is buried in Boissevain Ceme
tery. His second wife died in Brandon in 1943, and is 
also buried in Boissevain Cemetery. 

Millar, Henry Edward 
by Grace Kent 

HARRY MILLAR was born November 16, 
1880. He was the first white boy born in the Turtle 
Mountains. 

As a young boy Harry came to the Waskada 
district with his father in 1900 and lived on N. W. 
28-1-26. In later years he farmed and lived on S.E. 
27-1-26. This farm is where all his family was born 
with the exception of Keith, who was born at West
hope, North Dakota. 

On December 4, 1907 Harry married EDNA 
ANN GALLOWAY, (who was born May 1,1886 at 
Bath, near Napanee, Ontario), at Melita by Reverend 
Beattie. 

As a young girl Annie had come west with her 
mother and sister Maude to the home of her half 
brother Seymour Young. The move was made be
cause of her health as the climate was supposed to be 
better for her asthma which she had all her life. 

Harry and Annie had 11 children. The first born 
were twin boys. One was still born and William 
Everett died at the age of three months, 19 days on 
February 20, 1909. He is buried in Waskada Ceme
tery. 

Keith married Dorothy Hainsworth (see separate 
history). 

Grace and her husband David Kent live at Ken
ton. Their son Murray was accidentally killed at the 
age of 35 years, 11 and one-half months on July 20, 
1973. His widow, Eileen (Black) and two children 
live on the farm at Kenton that has been in the Kent 
name for 101 years. Dellene and her husband Howard 
Heath, live at Waskada and have four children. 
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Sidney and his wife Dorothy (Russnell) have three 
children and live at Boissevain. 

Jack passed away June 12, 1970. His widow 
Edith (Story) lives at Red Deer, Alberta. Their son 
Ronald and wife Ann have one son. Doreen and 
husband Garry Whaling have a son and daughter. 
They live at Stoney Plains, Alberta. David and wife, 
Maureen have a son and daughter. Darlene and hus
band Tom Gribbon have two daughters. Brian lives 
at home with his mother. 

Howard lived at Alameda, Saskatchewan. He 
had two children from his first marriage, a son 
Charlie, and a daughter Winnifred Logan, who has 
three children, and both live at Nanaimo, British 
Columbia. From his second marriage he has four 
children. Esther and husband Larry Smith live in 
Victoria. They have two sons. Karolyn lives at Medi
cine Hat; Brian and Clayton at Alameda. 

Elmer lives at Waskada; he was married to Alice 
(Archibald). Their son Jejjery and wife Mickey have 
a son and daughter. They live at Calgary as does 
Rodney and wife Benita. Dorothy and husband 
Wilfred Glowachuk have a daughter Tracey and live 
in Winnipeg. Norma Frizzellives in Grimsby, On
tario and has a son and daughter. Eva and husband 
Bruce Cormack live at Wainwright, Alberta and have 
two daughters. 

Charlie married Adel Heath (see separate histo
ry). 

Norma Hunter has five children. Valerie and 
husband John Leone live in Eugene, Oregon, and 
have two sons. Bonnie and husband Dennis Martin 
have one son and one daughter, and live at Oakbank. 
Carla and husband Wayne Barley have a son and live 
at Airdrie, Alberta. Rilla and husband Jim Wilson 
live at Lenore. Damn is still home at Kenton and 
goes to school in Hamiota. 

Doreen and husband Lloyd Frame live in Win
nipeg. They have four children. Murray and wife 
Elaine live in Calgary and have a daughter. Mariel 
and husband James Gobiellive at Oakbank and have 
a son and a daughter. Donna and Colleen live in 
Winnipeg. 

Eva and husband, Clifford Wilson, live at Park
man, Saskatchewan and have six children. Lorena 
and son Ryan live in Victoria. David lives in Regina, 
Sheme and Cathy attend university in Saskatoon, 
Blair and Carmen are at home. 

Edna Ann Millar died at Lenore on January 2, 
1947, at the age of 60 years, eight months. Henry 
Edward died at Kenton April 2, 1948, at the age of 67 
years, four months. Both are buried in Greenwood 
Cemetery at Kenton, Manitoba. 

Some of my fondest memories are the years I 
attended Arthur School and the dances that were held 



at Arthur and Hemfield School where Cecil War
riner, Katie Hainsworth and Pat Donnelly supplied 
the music. The ladies would take lunch and the men 
paid 25¢ which usually went to those who supplied 
the music. 

Millar, Keith 
submitted by Mrs. K. Millar 

Keith Edward Millar was born in Westhope, 
North Dakota, November 30, 1909, was brought 
home down the Souris River by team and sleigh. He 
lived in Arthur School District all his life and got his 
education to Grade IX at Arthur School. He enjoyed 
going hunting deer and duck shooting and fishing 
very much. He spent as many as ten days camping in 
a tent in the Turtle Mountains hunting deer. He and 
Frank Smart said it was so cold at nights, they wore 
their ear-lug caps to keep them ears from freezing. 
Keith and Cecil Warriner cut trees in the mountains 
for several days in summer time where they slept in a 
wagon box. When it came winter they made several 
trips with them and sleigh to deliver the poles home, 
which were sawed up and used for firewood and 
posts. The round trip was about 40 miles in one day. 
When they got too cold to ride they walked to keep 
warm. 

He batched for a few years during the "dirty 
thirties" as the bad years were called. In 1934 he 
spent the winter in Oak Lake. In the spring of 1935 he 
came back by team and wagon to farm. 

Keith Edward Millar and Annie Dorothy Hains
worth were married on November 30, 1935 in S1. 
Mary's Church, Brandon, by the Rev. 1. I. McKin
ney, who had previously held the parish of the 
Waskada Anglican Church. 

Unto this union were born four children Donald, 
Everett, Larry and Marie. The family all attended 
school at Arthur. Marie only took two years when 
school was closed in 1958. She and Larry were trans
ferred by bus to the new Waskada Consolidated 
School. 

Everett William died at his home on June 13, 
1955 at the age of 14 years and eight months. 

Donald Keith Millar and Donna Laura Ann 
Sambrook, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Allen 
Sambrook of Medora, were married in Medora 
United Church on November 10, 1962 by Rev. 
Nagus. They have one son, Darcy Trent, born Febru
ary 15, 1966. Don took over the plumbing from 
George Cheyne in 1969. He is still farming and living 
on the farm once owned by his great grandfather (Bill 
Millar). 

Larry Edward Millar and Maureen Gertrude 
Dobbyn, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Russell Dobbyn 
of Melita were married in the Melita United Church 
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Larry and Maureen Millar and family. 

on October 28, 1967 by Rev. Robertson. Larry and 
Maureen now own the farm once owned by his father. 
He has his farm rented and they now live at Lake 
Metigoshe. Larry and Maureen have one son, Marty 
Everett, born September 22, 1962, and two daugh
ters, Karla Maureen, born July 26, 1970 and Julie 
Ann, born July 30, 1973. 

Marie Dorothy Millar and James Keith Kirkup, 
of Melita, were married August 16, 1969 (see Cecil 
Thomas Kirkup history). 

Millar, Charles A. 
by Mrs. C. Millar 

Charles A. Millar was born August 21, 1925, 
son of Harry Millar of Arthur School District and 
grandson of William Millar of Boissevain. Charlie 
was born on 27-1-26 and spent five years of his life 
there. The Millar family moved to Coulter where 
Charlie attended school one year. The rest of his 
education was received at Oak Lake, Manitoba 
where his family had moved. After school Charlie 
left his home to work for his brother Keith on 
27-1-26. When he became of age he joined the para
troops and later the Lake Superior Regiment and was 
in Holland, Belgium, and Germany. 

After the war Charlie returned to the Arthur Dis
trict and bought SE 20-1-26 through the Y.L.A.; later 
80 acres of 16-1-26 and still later SW 20-1-26. On 
October 8,1949 Charlie married Adelaide (Adel) O. 
Heath, daughter of Walter Heath and granddaughter 
of John Heath of the Goodlands area. Adelaide had 
attended high school in Waskada and spent two years 



in the bank. Two sons were born to this union. Walter 
Charles March 19, 1950 and Brent Howard Novem
ber 14, 1951. 

For seven years we farmed our land from 
33-1-26, then we moved to our own quarter and small 
new house. Two years later due to poor crops we sold 
our land and moved to Waskada where Charlie did 
carpentry and cement work. I went back to the bank 
and worked there for 15 years, retired for a year, then 
went to work as a secretary for Agrow Ventures in 
Waskada for three and one-half years. 

Our sons attended Arthur School and later 
Waskada. After Walter graduated he joined the Royal 
Canadian Air Force as a Radar Technician. Walter 
spent five and one-half years with the air force. He 
left the forces for a job with Alberta Government 
Telephones in Edmonton, where he met Bette 
Belcombe. They were married in Calgary, October 
28, 1978 where they now live with their son Kevin, 
born August 3, 1980. 

When Brent finished school he worked in Es
tevan for a year then went to Edmonton, then back to 
Calgary. Brent is back in Waskada working in the oil 
fields. 

Charlie began working for the Village as superin
tendent (town engineer) four years ago. 

Miller, Fred 
FRED MILLER of Pipestone, Manitoba, son of 

Bernard and Hannah Miller, and HELEN, daughter 
of Hugh and Ida McKinnon of Waskada, Manitoba, 
were married in Melita in 1955 and lived in Virden, 
Manitoba; Estevan, Saskatchewan, and Pipestone, 
Manitoba. 

Fred and Helen moved to Melita from Pipestone 
in 1958 as Fred was parts man for Elliott's Interna
tional Farm Equipment. They moved a mobile home 
to Melita and lived in it while a new house was being 
built at 107 Boundary Street in 1959. The mobile 
home was sold to Ivy Trollope and moved to 92 Oak 
Street. 

Fred and Helen had the present Galaxy Lanes 
Bowling Alley built in 1962 and managed it for 11 
years. Helen was employed intermittently at Wilson 
Memorial Hospital as an L.P.N. from 1958 to 1980. 

There are two children, RANDALL and DI
ANNE, who reside in the Melita district. Fred and 
Helen moved to Victoria in September 1980. 

Mills, James 
by Violet Mill (Noble) 

My parents James Noble and Mary Jane Mc
Cutcheon homesteaded S.E. 30-4-30. James Ayro 
Mill and brother Alex came from Scotland and 
bought E 31-4-30. 
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JIM and I, VIOLET, were married at my parents' 
home in March 1919 and lived on the farm he bought. 
We had one daughter EDNA LAVERNA (VER
NA). She married Jack Paterson in Winnipeg, a civil 
engineer. They have three children, Heather, Kathy, 
and Jimmy. Heather married Keith Waters. 

After living on the farm for 42 years, we sold it 
and decided to make our home in Melita, where we 
enjoyed retirement years. Jim passed away in 1968 
and is laid to rest in Fern Cemetery. (Patersons moved 
to Edmonton in June 1970). 

With kind friends from Saskatchewan and good 
boarders and neighbors in Melita I got adjusted to a 
new life and didn't feel so alone. I am still enjoying 
good health and good neighbors and enjoy living in 
Melita. 

Miner, Lewis 
by Ella Miner (Kirkup) 

I, ELLA was born and raised on the old farm, 
about a mile west of Melita (where the Jacksons now 
live), the seventh child of Bert and Margaret Kirkup. 
I spent my first 18 years there. 

I married LEWIS MINER on October 18, 1939, 
in Melita. Lew was born at Maryfield, Saskatche
wan, where his father, Clyde Miner, was a section 
foreman for 38 years. They moved to Bede in 1924, 
then to the Broomhill and Tilston districts. It was at 
Tilston that I met Lew. 

We have three boys and one girl. DWIGHT, the 
oldest, was born at Virden, Manitoba in 1943. He 
married MAUREEN McSWEENY in 1964. They 
have two children, Robin and Randy. Both are re
ceiving their education in Melita. Dwight is working 
for the Highways Department and operates the 
Southwest Backhoe business. They live at Bede, 
Manitoba. 

CRAIG, the second boy, was born at Melita in 
1946. He married LINDA VANBESELAERE, 
daughter of Maurice and Marguerite Vanbeselaere, in 
1967. They have two children, Cory-Jay and Bob
bie-Jo. Both are attending Melita School. Craig 
owns and operates the Miner Plumbing and Heating 
business. He took his training in Brandon and Win
nipeg. They lived in Brandon until 1976 and then 
moved to Melita, where they now reside. 

We lost our third son, RANDY, when he was 
seven months old. Randy was born in Melita in 1950. 

CINDY, our only daughter, was born in Melita in 
1958. She received her education at Bede and Melita 
Schools, graduating in June 1975. In July ofthe same 
year, she got a position at the Credit Union. 

Lew and I farmed for 26 years in the Tilston, 
Broomhill and Huston Districts. We moved to Bede 
in 1950 and lived there for 15 years. Lew had to quit 



Lewis, Ella, Dwight, Craig and Cindy Miner. 

farming because of his health, so we moved to Melita 
in 1965 and purchased a house from W. R. Coates at 
178 Souris Street, which once was owned by the 
Reverend Lewis. Lew sold Watkins' Products for 12 
years. He passed away in 1978. 

Cindy still lives with me, and still works at the 
Credit Union in Melita. 

Minne, Howard 
HOWARD MINNE, only son of Alphonse Minne 

and the late Beatrice Minne, was born at Mountain
side. He received his education at Mountainside and 
Deloraine Schools and has happy memories of the 
time he spent as a drummer with the Deloraine band 
and orchestra. He was employed with Henry Broth
ers and Dalrymple stores in Deloraine, and later 
transferred to the Dalrymple store in Waskada. Here 
he met and married BETTY SHIELDS. Howard has 
one sister, Yvonne (Mrs. Donald Green), of Delo
raine. 

I, Betty (Shields) Minne, was born in Waskada to 
parents Walter and Clara Shields. I was the youngest 
member in a family of six. I had three brothers; 
George, who died in Winnipeg in March of 1982, and 
Robert and Edward, who both lost their lives in 
World War II. My sister, Laura (Mrs. L. P. Gen
dreau), resides in Ottawa and my other sister, Helen 
(Mrs. C. S. Young), lives in Vancouver. My father 
was the druggist at Waskada for 45 years and we were 
all fortunate to have grown up working with him 
behind the counter in his store. Due to his association 
with the public, he was well acquainted with the 
surrounding districts and was pleased that after 
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Howard and I were married we decided to move to 
Coulter and purchase the business then owned by Mr. 
E. Dandridge. 

KENNETH ALLAN was born August 15,1948. 
He attended school in Coulter and Waskada, and 
since then has remained at horne to assist in running 
the family business after his father entered the 
Customs Service in 1966. Ken is a dedicated hockey 
and baseball fan, and is the news reporter for the 
Waskada Comets and Waskada Orioles. He also re
ports the Coulter news for two local newspapers, and 
has a keen interest in photography and music. 

DOUGLAS HOWARD was born November 26, 
1951. He attended school at Waskada, and enjoyed 
hockey as a participant, playing with the Waskada 
Braves a team that we always said "you had to be 
brave to belong to. " Douglas was also a music lover. 
He later studied Business Administration at Red 
River Community College in Winnipeg, and on 
graduation became an employee of Zellers Limited. 
He married Patricia Ann McLellan of Kitchener, On
tario in 1975, and at this time they reside in Chatham, 
Ontario. 

RONALD GEORGE was born May 29,1960. 
He also attended school in Waskada and enjoyed 
sports and music. He studied Electric Construction at 
Brandon Assiniboine College. Following gradua
tion, he moved to Calgary and was pleased to find 
employment with Dobbyn's Electric. 

Minnis, William 
After graduating from Belfast University, our 

Grandfather Minnis was taken into the British Army, 
later he was sent to India where he was to spend 15 
years. On his return to Ireland he met and married a 
Scottish girl, Martha Bell. They settled in Armagh 
where grandfather was head of a boys' school. Our 
father, BILL was born the third oldest of seven chil
dren. 

Our mother JANE KNAGGS was born in the 
south of Ireland in Mountmellick. She was one of 
eight children. Her mother and father were farmers. 

Mother and Dad were married when they were 
nineteen on March 17, 1909. 

Dad and his friends read about what a wonderful 
place Canada was. Seeing posters of the wheat fields 
of Manitoba, he and a friend answered an advertise
ment for farm help in Manitoba. They sailed for 
Canada in May 1913, leaving Mother with two chil
dren, me (MARRIE) and FLORENCE. We were to 
follow as soon as Dad secured a position and a place 
to live. 

The two young men arrived at the farm of Sam 
Hannah, Waskada, Manitoba. Mr. Hannah soon 
found out that the two green Irish boys didn't know 



much about farming, Dad was soon to go to Dalny to 
work in the Lake of the Woods elevator. His friend 
Sam left to continue a trip around the world, but Dad 
with a wife and family to think about stayed, and that 
fall he went to Melita and went building elevators for 
the Lake of the Woods. 

Mother and I arrived in Melita in the spring of 
1914. Florence stayed with our grandmother Knaggs. 
Dad didn't think Mother would like the cold winters 
on the prairie, as it turned out she loved Manitoba. 

That fall we were to go to Bede where Dad was to 
run the elevator which he operated until it burned in 
1922. 

Soon after coming to Bede, Mother and Dad took 
over the Post Office. 

Three more Minnises were to arrive LILLIAN, 
DOROTHY and DOUGLAS. Dorothy died when 
she was in infant and is buried in the cemetery at 
Bede. Lillian went to school in Bede then on to 
Melita. From there she went to Business College in 
Winnipeg. When war broke out she went to Ottawa, 
later joining the Women's Army, where she got to be 
a Captain in the Canadian Women's Army Corps. 
While she was in the forces she met Gurney Evans of 
Winnipeg whom she was to marry. They have two 
children Douglas, and Jane, and two grandchildren, 
Lisa and Tara Evans. 

Florence came to Canada in 1960 she went to 
Brandon where she worked as a nurse's aide until she 
retired, she still lives in Brandon. 

Dad and Mother ran the store and Post Office in 
Bede until 1947, when they moved to Melita. They 
celebrated their Golden Wedding Annivesary. Dad 
had been in poor health for some time. He died of a 
heart attack in October 1961. He was a life long 
Conservative and a member of the Masonic Lodge in 
Napinka. Dad was a great reader, he loved and be
lieved in Canada. 

Mother died in the Assiniboine Hospital in Bran
don after three years of illness. She was a wonderful 
mother, loved her family, her home, flowers and 
people in general. 

Both Mother and Dad were brought up in the 
Anglican Church. 

Minnis, Douglas 
DOUGLAS (DOUG) left school to join the Air 

Force. While overseas he got his Commission. On 
his return he went to Virden where he was in the 
restaurant business for a few years. While in Virden 
he met and married NORMA GERRAND. 

They returned to Melita where Doug worked for 
Cobb Motors until they sold their business. Norma 
has a ladies' ready-to-wear shop (The Fashion Cen
tre) in Melita. 
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Norma and Doug have three children Bryon of 
Flin Flon. Kathie and Debra both of Winnipeg. 
They have four grandchildren. Bryon and his wife 
Cathy, have Bradley and Kimberly. Kathy and her 
husband Drummond Brown, have a baby boy Tyler. 
Debra and husband Gary Proven, have a little girl 
Kerry. 

Moir, Sharon (nee Roncin) 
I, SHARON, came to Melita in August 1964 to 

begin working at the Royal Bank. I had grown up and 
received my education at McCreary, Manitoba. 
When I first came to Melita, I boarded at the Arthur 
Wood home, later moving to the Frank Oliver place. 
I stayed there until the end of January 1971 when I left 
to get married. On February 5, 1971 I married Harvey 
Moir from Tilston. We moved to his farm south of 
Tilston where we still reside. We have one son, TED, 
who was born June 24, 1973. 

Throughout the seven years that I worked in 
Melita I saw many changes. One of the biggest 
changes as far as the bank went, was the opening of 
the new building in November 1968. Each year the 
town grew larger, with new homes and subdivisions 
being added. There also were new businesses being 
added each year. 

Moir, James 
by Heather Hooper 

JAMES and FLORENCE MOIR and their family 
moved from their Tilston farm to Melita in 1957. 
James worked as a truck driver for the Melita Cream
ery. Their three children attended the Melita Elemen
tary and Secondary Schools. 

ELLEN married Orest Dmyterko in 1966. They 
had one son, Dean. The marriage ended in divorce. 
Ellen presently resides in Yorkton, Saskatchewan. 

LES married Jane McMechan in 1969. They have 
three children, Alana, and twin girls, Teresa and 
Cara. They presently reside in Winnipeg. 

HEATHER married Doug Hooper in 1970. They 
have three children, Nicole, Brandi and Loretta. 
They reside in Waskada. 

James suffered a stroke in 1971. He passed away 
in the Virden Nursing Home in 1974. Florence pres
ently resides in Alberta. 

Moore, Gideon Sr. 
GIDEON and LIZZIE (DUNFORD) lived in the 

Peterborough area. They moved to Manitoba after 
their family, and are buried in the Melita cemetery. 

Their family consisted of two sons and one 
daughter: WILLIAM J., ROBERT E. and FW
RENCE who married Robert Cruickshank of 
Waskada. 



Moore, William J. 
WILLIAM J. born on February 28, 1872 mar

ried ELIZABETH ADAMS and they lived at Mar, 
Ontario before moving to Waskada, in 1910 and then 
to Melita. Their family consisted of four sons and 
three daughters; Cassie (1897-1977) married Weslie 
Milford and lived at Carlyle, Saskatchewan. They 
had 11 children; Hazel, Rita, Bill, Wes, Don, Melita, 
Norma, irene, Joyce, Doug, Ken. 

Gideon (born on October 11, 1901) (see separate 
history) 

Edna (October 16, 1904-1977) married John De 
Lavinette and had two daughters, Yvonne and 
Gladys. She later married Ralph Watkins and 
adopted a son Patrick. 

Cora (July 14, 1907) married Vernon Bilton and 
had two sons Earl and Jack. She later married Hegan 
and still lives in Winnipeg. 

Robert (January 27, 1911-May 29,1974) married 
Ruth Fletcher. (see Robert W. Moore) 

Gordon (January 21, 1914) married Anna Chris
tianson and lived in the Reston area. They had two 
children, Barton and Gwen. 

Harry (born on August 14, 1917) never married 
and lived in Rathwell and Treherne. 

William passed away in December 1946 and 
Elizabeth married Jack Parr, a long time friend, in 
1950. He passed away in 1958. They lived at Dryden, 
Ontario. Elizabeth made her home with her daughter 
Edna, and she passed away at the age of91 in Septem
ber 1966. 

L..R.: Marcia, Colin, Bernice. Seated: Agnes and Gid Moore at 
50th Anniversary (1976). 

Moore, Gideon Jr. 
by Marcia Casemore (Moore) 

GIDEON MOORE married AGNES WAR
REN, daughter of Charles and Agnes (Huston) on 
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November 10, 1926. They lived in Melita for several 
years where Gid worked at the mill for a time. They 
farmed near Broomhill and then moved to a farm 
north of Melita which is now the Gordon Swanson 
farm. 

They had three children: Colin, born February 
13, 1939, Bernice I1ean, born February 25, 1941, 
and Marcia Carol, born September 16, 1942. They 
were all born in Melita. 

They had a sale and moved to Melita about 1943. 
Gid worked for the C.P.R., operating the delivery 
dray until 1952. The family then moved to Napinka 
where they owned and operated the Webb store for 
three years. They returned to Melita in 1955. Gid was 
caretaker of the Melita Post Office for 20 years. He 
also worked part time as a clerk in the post office. 
Gid and Agnes were caretakers of the Melita Lodge 
for a year or so in the early 1970's. Agnes used to visit 
all the people to see how they were getting along. 
Gideon is still the caretaker of the Presbyterian 
Church and the Oddfellows Hall and does books for 
Low Rental Housing. Agnes worked at the Wilson 
Memorial Hospital for ten years, retiring in 1970. 
Gid has also helped Mickey Eyers with funerals for 
quite a few years. Both are members of the Pres
byterian Church. Agnes is a member of the Ladies' 
Aid there. They have both been loyal members of 
both Orange and Rebekah lodges for 35 years. They 
still reside at their home in Melita. As mentioned 
earlier, Gid ran the dray in Melita for many years fIrst 
with a team of horses and then with a truck. Marcia 
can remember riding with her sister Bernice and 
some of their friends with her dad while he made 
deliveries. They all loved to skate and they would 
walk to the other side of town to the skating rink 
almost every night. When they got home Mom would 
make them hot porridge and then they would sit with 
their feet on the oven door of the old wood cook 
stove. They used to skate on the creek sometimes and 
toboggan down the hills where the golf course now 
is. They used to swim there sometimes in the sum~ 
mertime too. The area has been built up now with 
houses, a skating rink and swimming pool. 

Bernice and Marcia graduated from Melita Col
legiate. Bernice took a job in Winnipeg and Marcia 
started work for the Manitoba Telephone System in 
Melita as an operator in June 1960. She married Dave 
Casemore in 1963 and they moved to Camduff. Their 
three girls Kim, Bev., and Leona were all born while 
they lived there. Dave worked in the oil business. In 
1967 they moved to Swift Current where they still 
live. Dave has been in sales for quite a few years. 

In 1968 Marcia started working for Saskatchewan 
Telephone in Swift Current as an operator where she 



is still employed. It has just recently been changed to 
a new computer system called TOPS. 

Kim was born in 1963 and is working as a sales
person for Fine Furniture Oasis. 

Bev born in 1965, and Leona in 1966, attend high 
school at the Composite School. 

Marcia has fond memories of Melita and N apinka 
and she is glad she grew up there. 

Colin Moore married Yvonne Fortier of 
Waskada on November 25, 1972. They have two 
daughters Robin and Colleen. They live at Napinka. 

Bernice married Vern Fraser of Minnedosa on 
May 6, 1961. They have four children, Darren, 
Tracy, Terry and Lisa. They live at Morris, Man. 

Moore, Robert W. 
by Joan Moore 

Mr. Richard Storey (1844-1916) was one of the 
early pioneers of the Coultervale area. He took up 
homesteading on S.E. 20-1-27 in 1881. (This land is 
presently owned by his great-great-grandson, Lloyd 
Moore.) Mr. Storey brought his family, his wife and 
five daughters from England soon after. The Storeys 
retired to Kelowna in 1906. 

Mr. Joseph Walker (1854-1931) homesteaded on 
18-1-27. He married Richard Storey's eldest daugh
ter. They later moved to North Dakota to homestead 
in 1889, where he raised 10 children. 

Mr. James Fletcher (1891-1936) married Joseph 
Walker's second daughter, Ada. He bought S 

L.-R.: Bill, Bradley, Shireen, and Barbara Moore (1981). 
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20-1-27, where they raised two girls Ruth and Ruby. 
(see George Fletcher history). 

Robert Moore (1911-1974) married Ruth 
Fletcher, William Fletcher's daughter, in 1936. He 
bought the S 20-1-27 and they raised four sons there. 

William Arthur was born in 1936. He gained his 
schooling in Coultervale and Waskada Schools. He 
married Barbara Dann of Melita in 1964. They have 
a daughter, Shireen, born in 1968 and a son, Bradley, 
born in 1971. Bill works for Pritchard Engineering 
and they live in Winnipeg. Barbara is an X-ray tech
nician at the Health Sciences Centre. Lloyd James 
was born in 1940 and obtained his schooling at Coul
tervale. He married Joan McGregor of Waskada in 
1963. They have one daughter, Kelly, born in 1964. 
Lloyd bought the home farm from his mother and his 
wife runs the Festival Supply Co. business from their 
home. 

Dale Allan was born in 1943 and attended Coul
tervale and Waskada Schools. He married Donna 
MacMichael of Montreal in 1966. Their family con
sists of Lois (1969-1970), Mary born in 1976 and 
Jefferey born in 1979. Dale belongs to the Canadian 
Armed Forces and at the present time they live in 
Edmonton. 

Garry Robert was born in 1949 and attended 
Coultervale and Waskada Schools and the University 
of Manitoba. He married Louise Schroder of Estevan 
in 1979. Garry works for the Government of Canada 
and lives in Ottawa. 

Moore, Robert E. 
R. E. (BOB) MOORE married MARY ELLEN 

WARMINGTON in Ontario and came west about 
1906. They had four children; Florence May, born 
in 1902, Richard Bertain, born December 1903 in 

Bert, Howard and Everette Moore (insert) sister Florence. 



Ontario (history in Sourisford and area from 1879), 
William Howard, born May 30, 1907 and Everette 
about 1910. 

R. E. Moore bought the home farm from R. 1. 
McRae. 

Mary Ellen died on September 20, 1922 at the age 
of 41. 

In 1924 R. Moore married Mrs. MARY ROB· 
SON, daughter of Frank and Mary Andrews. 

Hazel'Victoria was born in 1927. 
Bob and mary lived on the farm for a short time 

and then moved to Melita where he went into busi
ness in 1925-1932. Times were bad and he lost the 
business. 

Bob Moore died in 1942. Mary died in Septem
ber, 1971 at Vancouver, British Columbia (in her 88th 
year) where she had lived in her retiring years. 

Moore, W. Howard 
by Beulah E. (Moore) Petersen, 1982 

Howard Moore, the second son ofR. E. Moore, 
was born on the farm on Peninsula, south of Melita in 
1907. His wife, Beulah Morrow, the eldest daughter 
of Frank Morrow, was born in Melita in 1909. 

Howard grew up on the farm with two brothers 
and one sister and received his schooling at Peninsula 
School. Howard and Beulah were married in Novem
ber, 1927 at the Morrow home and set up homemak
ing on the old Moore farm on Peninsula. The 
depression hit shortly after and very tough times 
were ahead for several years. They spent two years 
living in Melita after crops failed on the farm and 
then moved to Manor, Saskatchewan for two years, 
on a farm owned by Howard's father. No rain and 
grasshoppers hit us there. Howard's father and broth
er spent one winter with us. Having moved there in 
the fall and having no means of transportation, no 
telephone or radio, Howard walked to Manor some 
five miles away and brought groceries home in a sack 
on his back. The following spring Beulah was happy 
to see two young ladies walk past her window, neigh
bours from three miles away. She hadn't seen a 
woman or had any contact with anyone for six 
months other than Howard and two small children. 

They moved back to Melita by team and wagon 
through a sandstorm in the spring of 1935. They 
worked for Mr. Dave Lamont on the farm for nine 
years. Their $25 a month pay barely bought neces
sities. Rains started and some crops were harvested 
in 1936. Howard and Beulah moved to the Ken Turn
bull farm north of Elva in 1942 and lived there for 20 
years. Many happy times were held in Elva Hall 
where a family paid 25¢, the ladies brought lunch, 
and we played cards and danced. Music was volun
teered and Mr. Ralph Phoenix played the violin plus 
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many others. Sleigh loads of young and old travelled 
many miles to these gatherings. 

Beulah had helped in the church choir in Melita 
before her marriage and she continued to help in Elva 
church where Mrs. Frank Walker was leader and 
organist. 

Lome, the eldest, was born in 1928 at Mrs. 
Mainland's nursing home in Elva. Ken was born in 
1932 at Deloraine. lack was born in 1938 on the 
Lamont farm. Linda was also born at Mrs. Main
land's nursing home in Melita on August 1, 1949. 
Lome and Ken's first school was Belfry, then when 
Belfry school closed they were bussed to Melita 
school. Lome completed his schooling in Melita. 
Jack attended Elva school and Linda again started to 
school at Belfry, then on to Elva and she completed 
her high school in Melita, continuing on to take a 
L.P. Nurses' training at St. Boniface Hospital in 
Winnipeg. 

The family left the farm and moved to Melita in 
October 1963. Howard worked for the Melita Cream
ery operating the hatchery and then driving a cream 
truck until his sudden death in February 1972. Beulah 
clerked in the Robinson Store for seven years. Lome 
was an electrician and was employed by Affiliated 
Grain Inspection and lived in Moose Jaw. He married 
Anne Breivek of Winnipeg in 1950. They had three 
sons and two daughters, all now married except the 
youngest son. Lome died suddenly of a heart attack 
on his 50th birthday in 1978. He resided in Calgary at 
that time and was employed by Alberta Pool. 

Ken married Violet Petriuk of Rainy River, On
tario in 1953 and they had two daughters, now both 
married, one residing in Ottawa and one in Thunder 
Bay, Ontario. Ken has been employed by Beaver 
Lumber for 32 years and resides in Rainy River at 
this time. Jack married Shirley Robertson of Melita 
and has been employed by the Grain Co. for 20 
years. He resided in Moose Jaw until February 1981 
when he was transferred to Winnipeg and is now with 
Cargill Grain. They have three sons, two residing in 
Saskatoon (one married) and one at home. 

After Linda's L. P. N. graduation she married Bob 
Wickstrom of Melita in 1969 (see Wickstrom history) 

There are now 12 grandchildren and four great
grandchildren. They are a family that love music and 
dancing. Beulah has sung in the choir for over 50 
years and she still helps occasionally. She remarried 
in 1979 and now resides in Birch Hills, Saskatche
wan. 

Moore, Everette 
by Edna Moore 

Everette and Edna, daughter of George Fletcher 
Jr. and Gertrude (Olley), were married in 1936. You 



could buy your week's groceries for $3.50 but you 
got flour or salt or sugar, just bare necessities. They 
had their own milk, butter, eggs and meat or they 
couldn't have survived. 

Everette Moore, Edna Moore. 

They had five children; Marilyn, married to Bob 
Haywood, has one son and two daughters. Marjorie, 
married to Don Prouten, has two sons and two daugh
ters. Marie, married to George Smithson, has two 
sons and four daughters. Arnold and Donna have two 
sons and one daughter. Rev married Gary Hutchins 
(see Allen Hutchins history). 

The children started school in the Peninsula. 
They lived on the Peninsula for 12 years on the home 
farm 23-2-27 and then on the farm which Bert and 
Marion Moore owned. Then they bought the farm 
from George Yeo. They lived there until Marilyn was 
ready for school. They moved to the Heath farm 
which they bought and this was very good land. 
Times were tough but they were very happy. Frank 
and Susie Oliver were on one side of them and Bob 
and Rose Oliver on the other and they all played cards 
and had very enjoyable times together. 

Everette went to Peninsula School as did his three 
daughters. Then the family completed their educa
tion in Melita School. They moved to Melita in the 
fall of 1946 as Everette had heart trouble. Everette 
and Edna moved to Brandon in the late 60's. Everette 
passed away in 1978 and Edna still resides in Bran
don. 

Morrice, Robert 
ROBERT and ELLEN Morrice moved with two 

children from south of Tilston in 1953 to the James 
Skelton farm beside Elva, now owned by Don Mc
Cannell. 

Robert was the son of Charles and Margaret Mor
rice of Pierson and later Tilston. Ellen was the daugh
ter of James W. and Mary Thompson of Pierson. 

They had a farm sale in November 1956 and 
bought the dray business in· Carnduff. After two 
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Bob and Ellen Morrice. 

years they sold this business and moved to Brandon. 
Robert passed away April 1974. Ellen still lives in 
Brandon. 

They had three children: MARGARET ANN, 
GEORGE ROBERT and ISABEL MAY, who was 
born while they lived at Elva. 

Margaret Ann trained as a R.N. in Brandon Gen
eral. She married Keith Watt, son of Jake and Evel
ene Watt of Hayfield. They have three daughters, 
Kimberly Ann, Karla Lee and Kristin Lyn. They 
live in Brandon. 

George Robert works at Brandon Research Sta
tion. He married Beverly Hamnett, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Reg Hamnett of Rapid City. They have two 
sons, Kevin Blaine and Brent William. They live in 
Brandon. 

Isabel May took book -keeping and a stenography 
course at Assiniboine Community College in Bran
don. She married Gyle Keating, son of Rev. and Mrs. 
Arvon Keating of Nanaimo, British Columbia. They 
have one son, Jeremy Argyle. They live in 
Nanaimo. 

Morris, Frank 
FRANK married AMELIA (MIL) DAVEY, sis

ter of Tom Davey in England. They came to Canada 
in February 1911, with their only son FRANK (JR.) 
in company with the George Yeo family, the latter 
returning from a three month holiday in their home 
land. 

Mr. and Mrs. Morris worked for the John Drys
dales' , in the Chesterfield District before taking up a 
farm, the Van Trump place, NE 30-2-26. From here 
they moved to the Fred Champion farm, Cheater
field, then to the Stratton farm several miles west of 
Melita, near Elva. Mrs. Morris was quite ill before 
this last move, and passed away July 23, 1923. She 
was laid to rest in Melita Cemetery. Frank and his son 
did not remain in this area, but both are buried in the 
family plot at Melita. 



Morris, Frank (Jr.) 
Frank Morris Jr. (FRANCIS STANLEY) was the 

only son of Frank and Amelia Morris. Born in En
gland, October 23, 1904. Frank attended Verona and 
Chesterfield schools. He farmed with his father, 
played the violin, and was interested in renovating 
cars. He served in World War II on the searchlight 
battery at Esquimalt, British Columbia. While in the 
forces he married Miss Chrystal Gordon, youngest 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Gordon, of Good
lands. When he returned to civilian life he and 
Chrystal made their home at Hamiota and Frank's 
occupation was renovating and dealing in cars. He 
was in poor health and passed away at Deer Lodge 
Hospital, Winnipeg, on March 2, 1945. Frank's fu
neral was held from Christ Church, Melita, with 
interment in the family plot in Melita Cemetery. 
Chrystal went to London, Ontario (Midland) and 
later re-married. 

Morrow, F. S. (Frank) 
by Beulah Peterson 

My father, (FRANK), was born in Huron County, 
near Allenford, Ontario in 1876. Mother (MARY) 

Frank and Birdie Morrow's wedding 1908. 
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was born in the same place in 1888. My father be
came a citizen of Melita in 1908. He came to Melita 
the first time in 1906 and joined his brother 1. 1. 
Morrow (John) in the mason trade of plastering and 
bricklaying. At this time they assisted in putting the 
second storey on the stone block on the comer of 
Main and Front Street. This building is now the 
Happy Chopstick Restaurant Ltd. He returned to 
Ontario and came west again in 1908 to marry. He 
and my mother were married at Wilcox, Saskatche
wan on December 16,1908. They came to Melita and 
the rest of their lives were spent in Melita. 

The Alex A. McRae house and also the Rodney 
McRae house north of Elva were built by the Morrow 
brothers. The sidewalks built in 1925 and still in good 
shape on many streets, and the archway at Sourisford 
Park are examples of their work. 

Frank Morrow family. L-R.: Bernice, Lorna, Dorothy, Betty, 
Lloyd, Ruth, Evelyn, Mabel, Beulah. 

We were a family of ten children, nine girls and 
one boy. Due to mason work being seasonal at that 
time, to supplement our income, my father was care
taker of the curling and skating rink for fifteen years 
or more. My first recollection of his caretaking was 
when the skating and curling rink were joined with an 
alley between and situated just north of the Liquor 
Store now on Ash Street. This is where I first learned 
to skate in 1915. Many wonderful carnivals were held 
in that rink and the ice packed with couples skating to 
the Melita band led by Mr. Omar Hoover, a brother of 
Gordon. 

The ice was flooded at that time by a hose wound 
around a barrel on its flat and pulled by my father. 
Water was pumped by a gasoline engine from a well 
in part of the rink. 

IfI remember correctly there were three sheets of 
curling ice with high walks between the sheets. Mr. 
Wes Hewitt (druggist), Bill Graham, Norman Ster
ling, 1. 1. Anderson, J~J. Morrow and Bill Cobb were 



some of our top curlers. Grandsons of 1. 1. Morrow 
and my brother are considered top curlers to-day. 

Dad also kept milk cows and we children deliv
ered milk to many homes in Melita for several years. 
First we carried it in small honey pails and then in 
bottles. Milk was sold at 12 tickets for $1 (12 qts.) for 
many years. Many times after big winter blizzards, 
Dad would wade through deep snow to get milk to 
some mother with a small baby. 

Mother was active in WJ. and church. Dad 
joined the Orange Lodge at 18 years of age and was 
active until his death. 

The Chautauqua came to Melita for many sum
mers. This took place in a large tent and lasted one 
week with two shows a day with excellent talent. Dad 
made sure we children always attended this. This is 
how I learned to appreciate good music. 

After renting houses for several years, Dad 
bought the house now standing on the southwest 
corner of Maple and Byers. 

We eight sisters and one brother are still alive. We 
lost one sister, Edna, at 21 years of age in 1938. Dad 
passed on in December 1958 and mother in February 
1970. 

Four sisters, MABEL (Mrs. Cutforth), LORNA 
(Mrs. Fox), DOROTHY (Mrs. James Merton 
Coates) and EVELYNE (Mrs. John Connell) all 
reside in Winnipeg at this time. BETTY (Mrs. Bill 
Simpson) resides in Calgary. BERNICE (Mrs. Bill 
Minshull) in Pierson; RUTH (Mrs. F. Miner) in 
Melita, LLOYD (Beaver) in Fort Frances, Ontario, 
and myself, BEULAH, formerly Mrs. H. Moore and 
now Mrs. W. Peterson of Birch Hills, Saskatchewan. 

We two Morrow families were very close. Our 
family is fortunate as Mildred (Mrs. Bill Oliphant) of 
Glenboro is the only one left of the 1. 1. Morrow 
family. 

Morrow, John James 
JOHN was born October 16, 1874 on a farm at 

Tara, Bruce County, Ontario. On March 6, 1901 he 
married SARAH ASKIN of Allenford, Ontario. 

John spent the first 20 years on the farm. In 1894 
however, he decided to become a stonemason, and 
served his apprenticeship in Allenford, Ontario. Be
coming proficient and skilled in stone building, he 
soon began taking small contracts, first in the Bran
don area for a couple of years. Later he moved to 
Sault Ste. Marie, where he contracted on a somewhat 
larger scale. After four years there, he came to 
Melita in 1906. He assisted in adding the second 
storey on the stone block building on the north west 
corner of Main and Front Street. John returned to the 
east and came back in 1907 with Mrs. Morrow and 
sons, Harry and Merton. 
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Through the years he had a hand in the con
struction of most of the brick structures on Main 
Street, the brick veneering of Melita School. Much 
of the town's cement sidewalk construction was in the 
hands of John and his brother Frank. They also 
helped build a lot of homes and did cement work in 
the neighboring towns. The Morrow homes were two 
of the first to be stuccoed. Some monuments to his 
work are: the Post Office at Boissevain, a bridge over 
the Souris River at Coulter and another bridge at 
RusselL He worked at his trade until he was over 80 
years of age. 

They were members of the Methodist Church and 
later Victoria United. John served on the board of 
stewards and became a life member of the session. 
Sarah served as president of the Women's Federation 
(as it was called then) and became a life member. 
John was also a life member of L. 0. L. and a member 
of Melita 1.0.0.F. #20 for 40 years. Sarah was a 
member of the Rebekah Lodge, served as district 
president and also joined the Eastern Star. Other 
community interests; John served as trustee and as 
chairman of the consolidated school board for many 
years. Curling was his main interest in sports, he was 
often a member of rinks which brought home 
honours to the local club. He was past president of 
the curling club and honorary life member. 

John died January 15, 1962 and Sarah on August 
13, 1965. 

John Morrow family. L..R.: John, Harry, Mildred, Merton, 
Sarah, Edith and Fred. 

Of this union there were five children, three boys 
and two girls. HARRY LEONARD married Lyda 
Wilton of Glenboro. (see Harry Morrow history). 

THOMAS MERTON, born December 21, 
1905, married Edna Soper of Alpena, Michigan. 
They had one child who died in infancy. Mert worked 
in cement works and also served in the American Air 
Force. He died in March 1971. 

EDITH AGNES, born September 19, 1910 mar
ried Harry Barker from Kamsack, Saskatchewan. 
They had three children, Dorothy married John An-



drews of Winnipeg. They have four boys and live in 
Salt Lake City, Utah. Jack married Donna McJannet, 
daughter of Jack McJannet formerly of Melita. He is a 
chartered accountant working for Revenue Canada 
Income Tax Department. They have three children 
and live in Ottawa. Keith married Diane Huget. He is 
a printer by trade, and they live in California and 
have three children. Edith died in April 1964. 

FREDERICK JOHN was born on January 1, 
1916. He joined the Air Force in 1940 and received 
his wings at Moncton getting his promotions to W /0 
1 overseas. He was listed as missing in 1943. 

SARAH MILDRED, born January 14, 1918 
married William Oliphant. (see William Oliphant 
history). 

Morrow, Harry Leonard 
HARRY LEONARD Morrow, born August 7, 

1901 in Saulte St. Marie, Ontario, moved to Melita 
with his parents in 1906, He was educated in Melita 
School, apprenticed in the Drug Store under Mr. 1. 
W. Hewitt, and graduated in Pharmacy from the 
University of Manitoba in 1923. After graduating, he 
went to Courtenay, B.C. and then to Seattle, Wash
ington, returning to Manitoba in June, 1926. He 
bought the Drug Store in Glenboro, Manitoba in 
July, 1926 from P. A. Young and successfully oper
ated it until July, 1930 when he returned to Melita and 
bought out Mr. Hewitt. On July 15, 1931 he married 

L.-R., Back: Gerry, Harry. Front: Wayne, Jack, Fred and Lyda 
Morrow. 
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LYDA M. G. WILTON at Glenboro. He continued 
to operate the Pharmacy in Melita until his eldest 
son, Gerry, graduated in Pharmacy and took over in 
1959. The family then moved to Winnipeg. 

Always active and interested in community af
fairs, Harry was on the town council of Melita, 
serving as mayor for 12 years. He was on the Council 
of the Manitoba Pharmaceutical Association and al
ways took an active part in golf and curling. He was a 
life member of the Manitoba Curling Association. 
Fraternally he was Past Master of the Oriental Lodge 
#54 AF and AM, and P.D.D.G. Master of District 
#6. He was the first Worthy Patron of Melita Chapter 
34 and P.G.P. of the Grand Chapter of Manitoba 
o.E.S. in 1950. Harry was a member of the Scottish 
Rite of Free Masonry and also a member of Khartum 
Temple of the Shrine. A member of Victoria United 
Church, he served on the Board for 25 years. 

Harry passed away in St. Boniface Hospital on 
January 7,1973. 

The family consisted of four sons spared to adult
hood. Two infant sons predeceased him. 

Gerald Donald, eldest son, followed closely in 
his father's footsteps. He graduated in Pharmacy 
from the University of Manitoba in 1957 and took 
over the Pharmacy in Melita in 1959. He too served 
on the Town Council and as Mayor for 9 years. He 
was also interested in curling and golf. On May 27, 
1961 he married Agnes Fuller of Carievale, Sas
katchewan. Their home was blessed with a family of 

L.-R., Back: Agnes, Gerry, Kristal, Jay. Front: Tracy, and Tania 
Morrow. 



4; Jay Wesley, aspiring to be an R.C.M.P. officer; 
Tracy Lynn, attending the University of Manitoba; 
Kristal June and Tania Dawn attending school in 
Melita. 

Harry Wayne, second son, graduated in Phar
macy from the University of Manitoba in 1961. He 
worked in a Pharmacy in Winnipeg for a while and 
then bought the store in Reston, Manitoba in 1964. In 
June 1963 he married Irene Smith of Neepawa. They 
lived in Reston for 11 years and then moved to Port 
Alberni, British Columbia, where they owned and 
operated a "McDonald's" until 1979. They are now 
residing in Tsawwassen, British Columbia where 
they are still in the food business. They have 3 sons, 
Robert John in Grade XII, Jeffrey Wayne and 
Richard Blaine (Ricky) in school also. 

Third son, John Melvin, graduated in Pharmacy 
from North Dakota State University in Fargo. Upon 
graduating, he returned to Melita and went into part
nership with Gerry. In 1967 he married Maxine 
White at Melita. They have 2 sons; Sean David 
Alexander and Carey John Allen, both in school. 

Youngest son, Fred Allan, upon finishing school 
worked in the Bank of Montreal in Winnipeg, the 
Royal Bank in Steinbach and The Pas, then went to 
the University of Winnipeg and graduated with a 
Bachelor of Arts in 1970. In May, 1970 he married 
Marie Paul of Winnipeg Beach. They have 1 daugh
ter, Christine Lynn. They moved to Melita in 1974. 
Fred and Marie were divorced and Fred married 
Lynette Nesbitt in October 1980. They own and 
operate the Palace Hotel in Melita now. 

Lyda returned to Melita in 1975, spending the 
summers there and the winters in Weslaco, Texas. 

Mortimer, Jim 
JIM and OLIVE moved to Melita in 1948 from 

Cardale, Manitoba. Jim was employed at the black
smith shop, the mink ranch and then with the Melita 
Quick Freeze until he retired in 1977. Their family of 
four children were all educated at Melita school. 

ELAINE married Roy Sturch of Lyleton. In 1968 
they moved to Australia where they are in Palace 
Hotel at Laverton, Australia. They have three chil
dren, Terry, Denise and Stephen. They have three 
grandchildren. 

ANN married Jim Edwards ofInglehart, Ontario. 
They spent 25 years with the Canadian Armed 
Forces. They have two children, Ted and Andrea. 
They have one grandchild. They live in Edmonton. 

ANNA married John Schoonbaert and they live 
in Brandon. They have three children, Micheal, 
Melissa and Martin. Anna and John are both em
ployed in Brandon. 

DALE married MARJORIE MOAR and they 
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have two children, Krista and Kelly. Dale is em
ployed at Wilkinson's Electric and they live in Cal
gary. 

Moxness, Gustav 
submitted by Clara Adams 

GUSTAV BERNARD MOXNESS was born in 
1911, the eldest son of John Moxness and Clara 
Gilbertson. His father John, had emigrated from 
Norway to North Dakota as a teenager. He later 
married Clara Gilbertson who lived near Milner, 
North Dakota and who was of Norwegian descent. 
They moved to Canada and homesteaded near Pulson 
Post Office, which was later known as Instow, Sas
katchewan. With the exception of a couple of years 
spent back in the United States, Gustav grew up on 
the homestead farm. 

In 1934, Gustav or Gus as he was more com
monly called, married ALICE ANDERSON of 
Scotsguard, Saskatchewan. Alice was born in 1916, 
the eldest daughter of Anton Anderson and Caroline 
Johansen. Anton had come from Norway to the 
United States when he was 12 with his sister. Caroline 
had also come to the United States from Norway as a 
young girl. They later married and moved to Canada, 
living in various parts of western Canada, before 
settling on a farm near Scotsguard, Saskatchewan. 

Gus and Alice farmed near Instow, and during the 
depression in 1937 moved to Manitoba on a farm 
southwest of Waskada known as "the McArthur 
place" . Later they moved to a farm about a mile east 
of there which was known as "the Sandy place". In 
1943, they moved to the Cain farm and the girls 

Moxness family. L. -R., Back: Gus and Don. Front: Janet, Alice, 
Lori and Clara. 



attended Arthur school. In 1945, they moved to a 
farm near Goodlands and in 1948, Gus gave up 
farming and the family moved into Goodlands where 
he worked as a mechanic. He later worked for the 
Municipality of Brenda. In 1966 Gus and Alice 
moved into Deloraine. Gus passed away in 1971 and 
Alice still resides in Deloraine. 

Two daughters were born while they lived in 
Instow. CLARA MAY was born in 1935 and ALICE 
JANET in 1936. They attended school at Arthur, 
Waterloo and Lennox schools. 

Clara worked as a permit teacher at Maple Hill 
S. D. near Grande Clairiere and later as a stenogra
pher. In 1957, she married Donald Adams, the eldest 
son of Edward and Ethel Adams of Goodlands. They 
reside in Deloraine and have three daughters. Lori 
Lynn is married to Mark Claeys and they live on a 
farm near Medora. They have one daughter, Melissa. 
Barbara Dawn is presently at Deloraine and in the 
spring received her Bachelor of Education Degree 
from the Brandon University. She will be teaching in 
Pierson in the fall. Sandra Claire is at home and will 
be taking her Grade 11 in the fall. 

Janet took a stenographer's course in Winnipeg. 
After working for a short period of time for a couple 
of firms in Brandon, she started working for Inves
tor's Syndicate in Brandon and later transferred to 
Winnipeg where she still works. 

Times were hard in those first years in Manitoba. 
Sometimes it was hard to find three cents for a stamp 
to send a letter back home to Saskatchewan. The 
municipality in Saskatchewan where we lived was to 
help the family out for a year after we moved to 
Manitoba. Seven dollars a month was sent for food 
and fourteen dollars for clothing. Sometimes three 
months would go by before a cheque would come. 
We sold eggs at eight cents a dozen and butter at 10 
cents a pound. Gus worked out but wages were small 
- $1.50 a day. We gave many thanks to Pat Mel vor, a 
storekeeper in Waskada. He was very good to us and 
always managed to slip a treat into the grocery box 
for the children, also a small gift at Christmas time. 
When we went to Waskada to shop in the winter time 
in the team and sleigh, he would pack a bag of 
cookies, oranges and apples for the trip home as he 
knew that we didn't have money for a treat or lunch. 

The neighbours were good to us when we first 
arrived in Manitoba. They brought potatoes and veg
etables which certainly helped out. Alice learned to 
sew and made clothes for the girls out of "hand me 

i downs" , which we were glad to have. 

Murray, Barry Arthur 
BARRY ARTHUR MURRAY was born June 24, 

1958, the second son of Mr. and Mrs. David Murray 
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of Melita. ELLENOR LOUISE GREENLEY was 
born at Deloraine Hospital on January 26, 1960, the 
third daughter of Cecil and Helen Greenley. She 
began school at Waskada when she was five years 
old. In 1968 when the Coultervale school consoli
dated, she attended Melita elementary and later col
legiate. Ellenor was a member of the Coulter
Coultervale Junior choir under the leadership of Rev. 
Roger Lowe. 

Barry and Ellenor were married on January 31, 
1976. The wedding took place at Coultervale Church 
with Rev. Fern Bradley officiating. They took up 
residence in Melita where Barry was employed by 
Pro Hardware of Melita in the plumbing department. 
Later he apprenticed with Miner Plumbing and Heat
ing. They have one son DAVID SCOTT born at 
Brandon General Hospital on June 26, 1976, and a 
daughter SHERI-ANN also born at Brandon Hospi
talon March 17, 1981. 

Barry, Ellenor, Scott, Murray (insert) Sheri Ann. 

Barry attended Assiniboine College in the fall of 
1980, where he took courses, together with his ap
prentice hours to qualify towards his plumbing ca
reer. During 1981 work in Melita became scarce and 
Barry was laid off. In September he accepted an offer 
at Russell, Manitoba with Russell Plumbing and 
Heating, and in October, together with his family, 
moved to their new residence. They find Russell a 
very progressive town and a real challenge. Barry 
enjoys hunting and fishing and all sports. Ellenor 
likes to curl and enjoys sewing when Sheri-Ann 
doesn't keep her too busy. She uses a treadle Singer 
machine that was a family gift to her mother in 1938. 
Scott is attending kindergarten at Russell and they all 
look forward to coming home to Melita on days off. 



Murray, Robert Cyril 
ROBERf CYRIL MURRAY, youngest son of 

Andrew Baird and Edith Murray, Lyleton married 
MARJORIE JEAN BOYLE on April 6, 1932. They 
moved to Melita and operated and lived in Murray's 
Garage on Front Street. 

Marjorie, second youngest daughter of Frank and 
Jean Boyle of Lyleton, went into nurses training in 
1927. She graduated in 1930. Marj was a dedicated 
nurse who was always on hand to help anyone in 
need. 

Marj and Bob had four children: ALAN BER
NARD (BERNIE) born February 1933 (separate his
tory), BEVERLY ANN born June 1936, BRIAN 
FRANCIS born March 1942 and MARJORIE 
JOAN born in September 1944. 

During the time Bob and Marj were raising their 
family, Bob had been in ill health, suffering from 
osteomyelitis and multiple sclerosis, but continued 
operating Murray's Garage until 1955. He was also 
very interested and active in the oil leasing business. 

Marj was always on call to deliver babies and 
nurse the sick at peoples' homes, sometimes staying 
as long as two weeks. One particular incident was 
when Marj was called to a home north of Pierson in 
the 1930's. She travelled by horse and sleigh, arrived 
there to find the family could not speak a word of 
English. She delivered a baby and remained there for 
ten days. She slept on the floor and food consisted of 
bread and potatoes. The municipality paid Marj 10 to 
15 dollars for her services. 

Marj's immediate family and the Dunbar family 
were a great help to her with the children. Mrs. 
Florence Greenhalgh, who lived across the back lane 
provided a second horne, especially for Joan, who 
was the youngest. 

IN 1955 Marj was hired by the hospital board as 
an assistant matron for the new Wilson Memorial 
Hospital. Working with Dr. Hank Kaye, Dr. Walters 
and Matron Miss Florence Burr, the hospital was 
equipped and made ready for its service to the com
munity. 

Bob's health deteriorated during the latter years 
and in 1970 he was admitted to Assiniboine Centre, 
Brandon then to Hillcrest Place where he passed 
away in August 1975. 

Marj's sister and husband, Walter and Sarah Mur
ray of Lyleton moved into the house with Marj in 
August 1971. They lived together there until Marj 
moved to Fairview Home in Brandon in April 1979. 
Walt and Sal moved to the Melita Lodge in August 
1980. In April 1981 Marj sold her home to her grand
daughter and husband Monica and Don Lesy. 

Bob and Marj's family completed their education 
in Melita. Beverly entered nursing training at Win-
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nipeg General Hospital in 1955 and graduated in 
1958. She married Dr. Val Kjernisted in August 
1958. (see Kjemisted history). 

Brian moved to Calgary and now owns and oper
ates Chinook Plumbing in Calgary. He married Vir
ginia Bohonis, a registered nurse in December 1964. 
They have three children: Susan, Jill and Paul all in 
school. 

Joan went into nursing training at Winnipeg Gen
eral Hospital in September 1962 and graduated in 
June 1964. She married Jack McDonald (McDonald 
Travel Agency) in February 1966. They have two 
children, Lisa and John, both in school. They live in 
Winnipeg. 

Murray, Alan Bernard 
BERNIE left to spend two years in the oil fields 

in Alberta before coming home to purchase his fa
ther's garage. Bernie married RITA NEWBURY 
from Alida, Saskatchewan in February 1956. Rita 
had been working in Melita since February 1954. 

They have four children: Dwayne who owns and 
operates Murray Farm Equipment. He married Ka
ryn Adams, Goodlands, in August 1974. They have 
two children, Ryan and Reagan. 

Monica married Don Lesy from Deloraine in 
July 1977. Don works for Melita Fann Equipment 
during the winter months and Monica works at the 
Virden Credit Union Ltd. (Melita Branch). They 
farm 12-4-28 west of Melita. 

Marcia married Calvin Vrooman in July 1980. 
Cal is employed with Modem Dairies and Marcia is 
on staff at the Royal Bank of Canada. They live in 
Brandon. 

Dwight is living at home and is employed at 
Murray Farm Equipment. 

Munro, Hugh 
HUGH MUNRO and JESSIE SUTHERLAND 

were born in Scotland and married there. In 1905 
Hugh came to Canada and settled on a farm near 
Melita. The next year Jessie and their two children 
arrived in Canada. They farmed near Melita, except 
for one year at Coulter, until 1920, then moved to a 
farm near Lauder. Jessie was a good cook and won an 
enviable record of prizes for baking and butter mak
ing from Alberta to Toronto. In 1930 the family 
moved to a dairy farm near Petersfield, north of 
Winnipeg. 

HUGH JR. was born in Scotland. He married 
Amanda, daughter of Joseph Payette of Lauder. They 
have two daughters and now reside in Sudbury, On
tario. 

COLINA (Connie) was born in Scotland and 
married Thomas Edgar, son of Archibald and Eliz-



abeth Coates of Lauder, in 1926. They fanned for 
several years, then moved into Lauder. Later they 
moved to Winnipeg. Tom and Connie had one son 
Hugh, now in Winnipeg. Tom died in 1961. In 1972 
Connie married Wallace Clifford Wheeler and con
tinues to live in Winnipeg. 

CHRISTINA, born in 1906 was married to 
Howard Austin, son of Austin and Lavina 
Swerdfeger. Austin simplified the spelling of 
Schwerdfeger by dropping the "ch". They fanned 
for several years, then moved into Lauder. They had 
two children, Austin and Dorothy (Atkinson), both 
of Lauder. Howard died in 1963 and Chrissie in 1982. 

EVA, born in 1908 passed away in 1927 at 
Lauder. 

RODERICK, born in 1910 now lives in Selkirk. 
LEWIS, born in 1912 married Dorothy 

McKenzie. They live in Winnipeg and have three 
sons and one daughter. 

MARY was born in 1914. She married P. Bjorna
son and lives in Selkirk. They have three daughters. 

BETTY FLORENCE was born at Coulter in 
1916. She married Norman James Reid of Birds Hill 
in 1937 and lived at Clandeboye. They had one 
daughter, Jessie. In 1957 Betty married Alfred Bris
tow of Winnipeg. She died in 1971. 

MURIEL was born at Lauder and moved to 
Petersfield with her family. She worked for many 
years for the Canadian Wheat Board, in Winnipeg. 
She is now retired and lives in Winnipeg. 

Jessie died in 1946 at age 63. She was the sister of 
Mrs. James Banks Sr., Jack and Pat Sutherland of 
Melita. 

Hugh and his son Roderick bought a fann at 
Selkirk. Hugh stayed with Roddy for some time and 
then moved to Winnipeg to live with his daughter, 
Muriel. He died in 1960. Hugh was the brother of 
Alex Munro of Melita. 

Munro, Alexander (1885-1933) 
ALEX, brother of Hugh, came to Canada to the 

Melita area around 1907 or 1908 from Thurso, Coun
ty of Caithness, Scotland. He worked as a fann 
labourer. He was a very good horseman and dressed 
horses for local fairs. Some of the fanners he worked 
for were William Coates Sr., William Clark and 
Percy Brockinton. During the war of 1914-1918 he 
was in the anny. When not working on fanns he 
undertook other jobs. In 1927 he worked on the roads 
around Melita and helped build the three cement 
bridges west of Melita. During some winters he was 
caretaker of the old curling rink. He was also a 
caretaker of the old golf course. The last position he 
held was bartender of the Palace Hotel until his death 
in May 1933. 
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In 1922 he married MARY COATES, eldest 
daughter of James B. and Martha Coates of the Coat
land district. They had four children: EVELYN, 
RAY, LOUISE and HELEN. 

l.-R.: Mary, Helen, Alex, Ray, Louise, and Evelyn Munroe 
(1927). 

After the death of Alex, Mary took in sewing to 
help raise her four children with the help of a small 
widow's allowance of $40 a month. As each child 
reached the age of 16 the allowance was discontinued 
for that child. When the second last child went off the 
allowance, it was discontinued for the family al
together. At this time Mary began taking in boarders 
and took in sewing to make a living until her death in 
May 1957. 

Some of the houses where the Munros lived in 
Melita were: the house known as Pearl's Hat Shop on 
Oak Street; the house where Mr. and Mrs. Alf Boy 
(48 Souris) lived, just east of the A. D. Thompson 
house on Souris Street; the Tom Loucks' house on 
178 Souris Street now owned by Ella Miner; the Ab 
Bartholomew house on Water Street at the north end 
of Main Street. This house was built in the side of a 
hill. Lastly they lived in the Grandma Coates' house 
at 28 Souris Street. 

Evelyn, after attending Melita school, went to 
Normal School in Winnipeg. She taught schools at 
Birch Bay, Manitoba; Wicks school in the Pierson 
area; and Belfry and Peninsula schools in the Melita 



area. On July 23, 1951 she married James Dell, a 
farmer in the Pierson area. They have three girls: 
Ann, Joy and Jean. Ann and Joy took their high 
schooling in Melita. Joy graduated the year the new 
Melita school was completed in 1972 and the names 
of the graduating class were enclosed in the corner 
stone or vault. Ann became a nurse and married 
Henry D'Eon, who is with the forces, in July 1973. 
They are living at Barrington, Nova Scotia. They will 
be living about twenty miles from Henry's birth
place. They have two girls, Michelle who is six and 
Crystal who is four. 

Joy, who became a school teacher, married 
Harvey Bridgeman, an Oak River boy, in August 
1973. They live at Notre Dame de Lourdes, Man
itoba, where Harvey teaches high school. They have 
a little boy, Roy who will be two in October 1982. 
Jean, also a school teacher, married Craig Mackie, a 
Waskada boy, in July 1981. They live at Emerson, 
Manitoba where Craig is a Custom's Officer. 

Ray worked in H. P. Musson's butcher shop as a 
delivery boy until he joined the army in 1943 and 
served with the Tank Corps in Holland. When he 
returned from the army he worked as an apprentice in 
Melita Bake Shop for Mr. Kelly and Mr. White and 
became a baker. Later he became a Custom's Officer 
at the Coulter port. He died as a result of a car 
accident in October 1954. 

Louise, when she finished school, joined the 
staff ofH. Sures and Company in the grocery depart
ment. In August 1950 she married ROBERT E. 
MURRAY of Lyleton. Bob was an agent for Min
neapolis machinery in Melita. In 1960 they moved to 
Calgary, Alberta where they still live. They have 
three boys - Lexie (Alexander), Lyle and Barry. 
Lexie works with Air Canada in Calgary. Lyle, who 
also works with Air Canada, married Christine Wig
gle in April 1980. Barry is a welder in Calgary. 

Helen worked in the Melita Creamery grading 
eggs until she married Osborne Patterson in Novem
ber 1945. (see Patterson history). 

Mushumanski, Marion Mervin 
In 1950 MARION MUSHUMANSKI was work

ing for Henry Neuman. He met MURIEL PITTMAN 
(Wickham) daughter of Bill and Sara Wickham. 

On December 29, 1950 Muriel and Marion were 
married at Norwood United Church in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba by Rev. Thomas Badger. They, along with 
her son RAYMOND, returned to Angusville, Man
itoba to live with Marion's parents for the winter, 
returning to work for Henry Neuman in June of1951. 
On July 4, 1951 their son WILLIAM MERVIN was 
born at Deloraine Hospital. In the fall of 1951 Marion 
went to work in Long Lac, Ontario at the bush camp 
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cutting wood. The spring of 1952 they moved to 
Hamiota for a short time, then back to Angusville 
and worked for Mike Tanasychuk till fall. They then 
lived with Marion's parents for the winter and looked 
after the livestock. In the spring of 1953 they moved 
to Binscarth and Marion went to work as a mechanic 
for Sandy Craig Garage in Russell, Manitoba. Dur
ing this time they bought some land in the town of 
Russell and built a house there, moving into it in 
August 1953. Marion continued to work at the garage 
and it was at the Sacred Heart Hospital, Russell, 
Manitoba that their second son, HARLAN 
MICHAEL was born June 28, 1954. Time passed 
and at the Sacred Heart Hospital their daughter, 
VALERIE ARLENE was born January 6,1956. 

At this time Marion went to work road building 
with Elmer Shepperd, and then later with Bob Nich
ol, and in the fall of 1957 worked for the Queen's 
Hotel, Russell, Manitoba. Muriel worked at Smitty's 
Restaurant and then for the Queen's Hotel. They 
moved to 581 Clifton Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba in 
July, 1958. Marion worked for Construction Equip
ment as a mechanic for a short time. In August 1958 
he went to work for Midwest Diesel and Equipment 
for 15 years. In May 1973 he went to work for 
Chrysler Truck Centre till they closed in February 
1977, then for Midway Chrysler and Kenworth Truck 
Centre. On November 15,1977 Marion went to work 
for Ken Harris at Jimmy Diesel Parts Company as 
sales manager. Muriel worked for the Manitoba Re
habilitation Hospital from October 26, 1962 until 
May 25,1973. 

Marion and Muriel moved to 254 Bruce Avenue 
on October 20, 1979. William Mervin Mushumanski 
married Kerry Jane Gardiner on July 29, 1972. Their 
children are: Marcy Dawn born January 4, 1973, 
Garrett Collin born September 8, 1978. 

Harland Michael Mushumanski, at present is not 
married. The boys, Raymond Pittman (see Bill Pitt
man history), William and Harlan all live in Win
nipeg, Manitoba. Valerie Arlene Mushumanski 
married Milton Harvey Drosdoski on August 30, 
1975 at Rossburn, Manitoba. Their children are: 
Christopher Lee TYler born on December 9, 1977, 
Connie Lynn Chelsey born March 26, 1982. They 
live in Brandon. 

McArthur, Duncan 
by Edith Marguerite 

DUNCAN and ELSIE McArthur moved into the 
Arthur District around the tum of the century, with 
their son GEORGE. They had a daughter, EUPHE
MIA, married to Archibald Jeffrey. 

Duncan and Elsie came from the Firth of Forth in 
Scotland. The family was born at Perth, Ontario. 



In the late 1870's the family travelled to Emerson, 
Manitoba, where they stayed for a few years before 
proceeding west to the Turtle Mountains. Chief Sit
ting Eagle, years later, told of his boyhood friendship 
with George McArthur. 

It was in this area where George McArthur and 
Alexander (Sandy) Cochrane looked after a way sta
tion for some time. The McArthurs worked a coal 
mine south of Deloraine before moving to the Arthur 
District. 

Duncan McArthur is remembered as a strong, 
barrel chested man who enjoyed a drink with the 
boys, and Mrs. McArthur is recalled as a stern 
woman. 

Sandy Cochrane was with the family for years; 
first with the senior family and then with George. 

Mr. McArthur died in 1912, and Mrs. McArthur 
in 1921. They are both buried in the Coultervale 
cemetery. 

McArthur, George 
by Edith Marguerite 

GEORGE McARTHUR married JESSIE 
STOVIN at Napinka in 1903 and they settled on 
south 6-1-26. This land is tucked in the corner 
formed by the Souris River on the west and the 
American border on the south. The river formed a 
more effective barrier than the boundary and much 
trading was done in the states for many years. The six 
eldest children went to school in North Dakota as 
they were only two miles from a school there. They 
could walk that in summer, and holidays were taken 
in winter. Shortly after the 1920's the powers that be 
decided that they had to attend school in Canada, so 
the children travelled five miles with a horse and 
buggy in the summer and missed school all winter. 
Mrs. McArthur taught the children their reading, 
writing and arithmetic in the winter months. 

Co-operative farming is not a new idea. Bill 
Strange told of the time in 1911, when the Stranges, 
McArthurs and others owned a steam threshing ma-

George McArthur family home on 6-1-26. 
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chine. Bill was hauling water to the machine and 
upset the tank off the wagon on the side hill, as he was 
going to the well in the coulee. Mr. McArthur came 
down the hill and said, "I can't help you much, 
Laddie, but let's give it a try". Then, according to 
Bill, Duncan proceeded to lift three-quarters of the 
weight himself to get the tank back on the wagon. 

Memories are blurred by the time 13 children 
were born in that home to George and Jessie 
McArthur, one of whom is buried on the side of the 
hill on which the house stands, the grave marked by a 
common field stone. 

The prairies were bare then and most of the 
homesteaders planted a shelter belt promptly. Dad 
and Mom told of gathering buffalo chips for fuel in 
their first years of marriage. Dad was proud of the 
buffalo skull which he displayed on top of the biggest 
stone pile that was in the country. Many years later, 
Win described that stone pile to a friend, "It was six 
feet high, as wide as this highway - and just about as 
long!" The land was stony and picking stones was a 
job for the whole family. The coulees were marked 
with well defined buffalo wallows that could easily 
be found, in the 1930's. There were several huge 
boulders on the farm that seemed to have been sunk 
in deep pits. Those pits were formed around these 
"buffalo stones" by the buffalo walking around the 
stones to scratch themselves when shedding their 
winter hair. Arrow heads and stone hammers could 
be found and the rings of stones which marked the 
sites of tepees were common on the river flats. 

We loved the old farm, with its creek to wade in 
all summer, the river to swim in when you were old 
enough to be there, skating on the sloughs or on the 
river, and failing enough skates to go around you 
simply slid on whatever apparel that you had! The 
hills were ideal for skiing and sleigh riding, steep and 
clear of trees or scrub, and we must have worn off 
much of the energy that a dozen children would have. 

The home attracted much company and there are 
many people who remember the card games, the 
sing-songs and the dancing in that small crowded 
home. 

All were made welcome and Mom never saw 
anyone leave without a cup of tea and whatever the 
cupboard could provide that day. Dad enjoyed the 
company, too, but was a quiet man and a great tease. 

Before the river was dredged, wild rice grew on 
the river's edge, and it was here that the many wild 
ducks fed in the fall. For many years the argument on 
that dredging was to go on. It had been a wide, 
shallow, weedy banked stream and the dredging 
deepened it and narrowed it until it remained in its 
man-made banks except for a period during the 
runoff in the spring. Whether the river would have 



dried up anyway was never decided by those who 
argued about it. There was one result of man's med
dling that was not foreseen. The wild rice died out 
and gradually the wild ducks began their annual fall 
feedings in the farmer's grain fields until today they 
are a real nuisance, though the numbers of wild life is 
much reduced. 

The Dirty Thirties came, with poor prices, 
drought and grasshoppers. One year the only thing 
that was green was the trees and a horrid green worm 
cleaned off the leaves. The river dried up, and, on the 
bottom a hard crust formed, with cracks so deep that 
we couldn't reach the bottom of them with willow 
branches. Relief was available from the munic
ipalities at the rate of around five dollars a month for 
small families and ten dollars for a large one. Rail
way cars of vegetables and cattle feed were shipped in 
from Ontario and many families moved to areas 
where there was still some harvesting to do. Some 
moved out with their stock farther north where they 
could get feed. For some years Dad spent time in the 
mountains cutting wood, and in 1933, he and Mom 
and the younger members of the family moved to the 
Turtle Mountains. There, the children were able to 
attend school regularly and there was feed for the 
cattle. Some of the family stayed on at the river place 
at that time. In 1944 the folks moved to Goodlands, 
and in the following year they moved to Waskada 
where they lived their final years. Dad died in 1951 
and Mom followed him in 1955. 

George McArthur family (1946). Back: Winston, Violet, Frank, 
Elsie, Jim, Nell, Dunc, Edith, John. Seated: Anne, George, 
Velma, Jessie, Molly. 

Members of the George McArthur family are: 
John Archibald born January 10, 1904, deceased 
December 1959; Elsie Euphemia - September 18, 
1905; Mary Florence (Molly) September 27, 
1907; Jesse (died in infancy) - October 5, 1910; 
George Franklin- October S, 1911 (separate histo
ry); Duncan Beaton July 23,1913 (separate histo
ry); Winston Hugh September 18,1915 (separate 
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history); Edith Marguerite February 20, 1917; 
Violet Jessie - January 28, 1918; Annie Helen -
January 18, 1920; Eleanor Vera (Nell) - October 
31, 1922; James Edward (Jim) - March 17,1926; 
and Velma Constance June 10, 1928. 

John Archibald married Pearl Mackie. They 
have one son Robert George born July 5, 1937 who 
now resides in Alberta. John farmed in the Arthur 
District until 1937. He worked for some years as 
carpenter with George Andries. He died in Decem
ber 1960 and Pearl died in June 1967. 

Elsie - I was five and a half years old when I 
started to school in the new Scotia School in the 
United States, Aprill, 1911. We walked two miles to 
and from school. I graduated from Grade VIII in June 
1918. I then helped at home or worked for neighbours 
- Claire Ramsay's, Harry Miller's, Jack Isaac's and 
Ed Strange's until September 1919 when I started to 
high school in Westhope, North Dakota. Ethel Lee 
and I rented a tiny unfurnished upstairs room for $5 a 
month to which we gained entrance by an outside 
open stairs. We were just across the street from the 
school. Our parents supplied us with a small, low, 
round stove with two lids on top (then known as a 
laundry stove), a folding bed, small table, two chairs, 
coal oil lamp, water pail, etc. Our cupboard was built 
under the stairsteps to the attic. Dad and Mr. Lee took 
turns at supplying us with coal which had to be 
carried upstairs and the ashes down. Water was car
ried from a well and the fire had to be lit each 
morning, which was not unusual in those days. 

We were happy to be able to go to high school 
we knew our parents could ill afford it. Up to now our 
books, pens, pencils, scribblers and ink had been 
supplied by the school district. Here we rented our 
books but supplied the other material. We seldom got 
home, could afford no entertainment, but attended 
church. We soon got work baby sitting, washing 
dishes and serving, when people or the hotel enter
tained or held banquets. People supplied materials 
and we got paid for embroidering, tatting and 
crocheting. We studied well and passed with very 
good marks. Holidays came and I got work imme
diately. By this time I had four brothers and sisters all 
younger than I except John at home. 

Bottineau, North Dakota, a larger town, appar
ently had students work in homes for room and 
board. Grandpa McArthur had cousins, the Stewarts, 
living there and I had met them in 1913 when Dad and 
Grandma took me with them to the Bottineau Fair. An 
unheard of thing was happening at the fair that day
a man was supposed to fly in an airplane. 

We drove to Landa with a team and buggy 
there were few cars at that time. The train came to 
Landa from Antler and by the time it reached Landa 



several box cars had been added to hold the crowds of 
people and we all had to stand from there (about 
thirty miles). Eventually the plane did go up but for a 
very short time. I think that not one ofthe huge crowd 
had ever seen a plane fly before and I doubt if they 
had ever seen a plane. 

I did write the Stewarts and they immediately had 
a place for me to work for room and board - room of 
my own, electric lights, running water and close to 
the school. I spent two happy years in Bottineau and 
by attending one month summer school each year I 
completed my four years in three. I graduated May 
31, 1922. 

The Canadian Department of Education accepted 
my certificate but I couldn't attend Normal School 
until 1923 as one had to be 18 before or during the 
course. Of course, I couldn't teach in the states as I 
wasn't a citizen. 

I got work at Matthew Millard's, George Suther
land's, Fred Clement's, Fred Coates and Ed 
Strange's. In 1923 I cooked for 17 men at Strange's 
for a steam outfit. Vera sent train fare so I could work 
for her until Normal School started at Manitou in 
November. 

I was one of 52 Normalites who took the third 
class Normal Course (November 1,1923 to February 
26, 1924) and I was one of eight who had a school to 
teach on March 1, 1924. I did not even go home. I 
taught two years at Mons School-ll miles S.E. of 
Deloraine from March 1 to Christmas time each year 
- no summer holidays. 

I married Allan John Dawson, a farmer (10-3-9) 
of Manitou on February 15,1926. I was a member of 
the St. John's Anglican Church, the W. A. of that 
church, the Women's Institute, and was Worthy Mis
tress of the L.o.B.A. for two years at Manitou. 

Our only child, Walter Allan Dawson was born 
March 11, 1929. Walter married Sadie Margaret Scott 
on June 10, 1950 and there were two children -
Allan Scott Dawson born February 28, 1956 and 
Nancy Corrine born February 12, 1960. This mar
riage dissolved in 1964. Walter married Shirley Ross 
in September 1966 and their children are Robert 
Owen born July 24, 1956 and Wendy Lee born 
November 27, 1958. 

Allan and I moved to Winnipeg in December 
1947. Allan again worked as Steam Engineer with 
the Commonwealth Construction Co. and later the 
Maple Leaf Construction Co. until he retired at age 
70. Allan and I celebrated our 55th wedding anniver
sary and his 90th birthday June 20 at Roland, Man
itoba. Allan passed away October 21, 1981. 

I worked for the T. Eaton Company for seven 
years as a salesclerk, on the Telephone Order Board 
and as a Senior Ledger Clerk in their Deposit Ac-
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count office. On July 2, 1956 I was employed by 
Headquarters Engineers at Fort Osborne Barracks for 
the Federal Government as a clerk. I was promoted as 
a typist two (took typing and shorthand at the Daniel 
McIntyre Collegiate Night School) to the Food and 
Drug Directorate, May 16, 1962, to the position 
vacated by Mrs. Lily Schreyer. I retired September 
18, 1970 at the ST 2 level in the Administrative 
Support Category. 

I am a member of: St. Patrick St. Jude Church, 34 
years; the Winnipeg Amateur Moviemakers, 20 
years; the Winnipeg Women's Institute, 20 years; the 
Society of Canadian Cine Amateurs, 10 years and 
have served on the executive of those organizations. I 
also belong to the West End Senior Citizen's Club 
and have worked on the telephones, addressed envel
opes, acted as scruteneer during election campaigns 
and worked as Poll Clerk and Deputy Returning 
Officer. For the past four years I have worked as a 
volunteer preparing senior citizen income tax papers 
at various senior citizen homes such as West Park 
Manor, Kiwanis Centre, etc. 

Mary Florence married Harry Burgess. He was 
X-ray technician and caretaker at Deloraine Hospital 
for many years. He died in 1973. They had one son, 
Larry Jack, who married Dorothy Hainsworth. 
They have four daughters, Elaine, Laurie, Ruth and 
Lisa. Laurie has two sons. (Larry 1. passed away 
March 18, 1983.) 

I, Edith was the eighth child to be born into the 
McArthur family. As five of those births were male 
children, my coming was a welcome event. My birth 
took place in February with all the roads snow
bound, and a raging blizzard. My twelve year old 
sister attended Mom while Dad was bringing a neigh
bour, Mrs. Christopherson, to help with the birth. Of 
course, I was born before help came and I believe at 
that time Elsie decided to go into teaching, rather 
than nursing. 

Life seemed sweet, with the lovely summer sun 
and with the deep coulees to run in where there were 
wild strawberries, saskatoon berries, wild roses, ti
ger lilies and pretty birds. 

In the winter we always had lots of old papers, 
catalogues and the Bible to read, our arithmetic and 
spelling lessons, and a very understanding mother 
who read a lot and was very knowledgeable at under
standing us. 

We knew the district neighbours at a very early 
age. I stayed with Lucy and Sam Gibson off and on 
until they had at least two children of their own. I 
remember staying over night in the Arthur Cain sod 
house and Mrs. Cain had lovely quilts made with 
little patches like the Log Cabin Quilts. 



I had three little sisters who were constant com
panions. 

When I was about nine years of age, I developed a 
limp. Our Canadian Doctors said I had T.B., but 
Mom wasn't about to put me in a sanitorium. When 
Elsie started teaching, she took me to Bottineau to 
Dr. Durnin. He diagnosed my case as rickets and put 
my lame leg in a cast to rest it and put me on crutches. 
This was real fun, as at last I could outrun most 
people my age, and besides, I was getting a lot of 
attention. After a couple of months, Mom could see 
that I was not improving. She discarded the iron 
braces and crutches, but continued to give me cod 
liver oil, and sent me to Aunt Em Stovin for a few 
chiropractic treatments. She always said the walk for 
the treatment and home care was the best treatment. 
My leg remained short. 

I didn't go to school until I was past six as it was a 
five mile drive to Arthur School and Mom kept me 
home for company for the other girls and then sent us 
off to school in pairs. 

At this time, I can't remember what was happen
ing in school except all the kids seemed so big and 
rough. Dorothy Warriner and Edna Hainsworth were 
my best friends. The first couple of years the only 
book I remember was the" Sweet Pea Reader" , and I 
knew it backwards and forwards before going to 
school. Each year we would attend for about three 
months in the spring and even less time in the fall 
until the weather became too cold to drive the five 
miles to school in the buggy. I was not allowed in the 
marching as you can imagine how it would spoil the 
effect of the marching team however, I got to stay 
in the school and look at all the books. 

In 1929, my cousin Roy Smith and his wife in 
Winnipeg, wanted someone to "live in" and stay 
with their two children. Of course, they expected that 
a family of twelve children would have lots of older 
girls to spare for the job, so Mom figured it would be 
an excellent chance for me to continue my schooling. 
The cousins sent my train fare and a blue ribbon so 
they would know me. There weren't any other chil
dren travelling alone, so there was no identity prob
lem on my arrival. I was only two years older than 
their eldest child (Doreen 9 and Lloyd 7), but Mae 
and Roy didn't seem to expect too much of me, and 
bought me clothes like the other kids. 

I was a little lonely for home but usually busy as I 
joined the C.G.I.T. and sang in the choir. 

At Christmas, I went to Manitou to spend the 
holidays with my sister, Elsie. She had a nine month 
old son so it was lovely to see him. Our own little 
baby sister, Velma, at home, was a year and a half. 
The school kids at Arthur sent me little gifts, and as 
we usually only got a hanky and a book with an 
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orange and a handful of candies and nuts, life was 
pretty sweet. This job only lasted two years, and I 
returned home and continued my schooling at Arthur 
School. 

That fall, Mrs. Ramsay asked Mom if I could 
come to work for her. I thought it was to be for me to 
work after school, but found that school wasn't in the 
bargain. They needed day help and we needed the ten 
dollars a month; so that was "Graduation Day!" 

For a couple of years I worked at the Ramsay 
home and at Frank Smart's home and really believe 
now that I couldn't have gotten a better education in 
any school except that I didn't learn about pi squared, 
and when my own kids needed help I told them the 
only pie I knew was apple pie. I learned to garden, 
make meals, keep fires going, wash clothes, and a 
little of money management - although most of the 
money was needed at home. I worked back and forth 
among the neighbours for a couple of years and then 
went to Deloraine to try my skills. 

Times were hard and the young people were 
travelling north, so I borrowed my fare from Molly 
and went to Shoal Lake. It turned out that I went to a 
family that had a daughter my age and she hired me. 
But the Dad wasn't fussy about paying me - and I 
needed the money to pay Molly back. After two 
months, my employer said, "Tiny, it's a toss-up if I 
owe you or you owe me for your board" . However, I 
got to pay the money back. An older daughter taught 
in Winnipeg. We got a lot of nice clothes and lived in 
a lovely community. We partied, learned to play 
bridge, and acted in plays. So, even if the move was 
not a prosperous one, it was interesting. 

When 'I got about twenty five dollars ahead, I 
decided that perhaps hair dressing would be a good 
profession to be in, but, with lack of money, kept 
going out ironing, cleaning and baking; so the hair 
dressing became a lost art. 

I got the chance to go to Clear Lake as a third 
partner in taking in paying guests. The other two 
partners put up the money, so I got a wage of fifteen 
dollars a month. We did all the washing with a 
scrubboard in a tub, and I did all the cooking. I did 
some hair dressing in my spare time at twenty five 
cents a head. 

In 1937 I boarded with my sister Elsie and her 
husband at Manitou and attended a technical school 
to which the Manitoba government paid ten dollars a 
month tuition. 

From Manitou I went to Winnipeg to be a maid in 
Tuxedo, but only for a short time, as one of my hair 
dressing clients became manageress of the Motor 
Country Club at Lower Fort Garry. I was hired as 
staff cook, later taking over as head cook. I remained 
there until I was married in 1942. We moved to 



Vancouver, where our son Thomas was born in 1944. 
Our marriage ended in divorce in 1948. 

With myself and a child to support, I stayed on in 
Vancouver where work was available. After a short 
time, I married Charlie Petersen, an engineer in the 
logging industry. Charlie came from Denmark in 
1923 at the age of nineteen, and even during the 
depression he always found work. We have two 
daughters, Elly and Donna and are the proud grand
parents of Elly's children, Ronald and Laura. 

After travelling for years up and down the coast 
to various logging camps, Charlie bought our east 
end home in Vancouver in 1950. It is a nice neigh
bourhood with a small lake only three blocks away 
and with a great view of the mountains. 

Charlie's work was seasonal but we were used to 
not having a lot of luxuries. I made our clothes and 
stayed at home to care for the family. I joined the 
P.T.A., helped with the C.G.I.T. and the Brownies. 
As the children grew, so did their needs, after twelve 
years of retirement I got work at Kraft Foods in the 
processing plant, working on the assembly line for 
nineteen years and later running the liquid dressing 
filler which filled the jars at two hundred a minute. 
The plant closed out in B. C. last August, but I was to 
retire in February after twenty four years of service. 

It was rather a nice change to get the break of 
early retirement as Charlie had been retired for over 
ten years, and had fitted well into the community 
life. 

Thomas, Elly and Donna all have rewarding em
ployment and high mortgages typical of the times. 

My hobby is growing roses and I belong to the 
Rose Society. 

We are happy, and hopeful that the future will 
continue to be every bit as happy as the years gone 
by. 

Violet Jessie married Arnold Hinchey. They 
farmed for many years, moving to Waskada about 
1948. They have two daughters, Merilyn and 
Darlene. Merilyn married Clare McClelland and 
they have a son, Ryan. They reside in Winnipeg. 
Darlene married Larry Cooper and they live in Bran
don. 

Annie Helen attended Arthur and Mons School. 
She stayed at home with her parents until her Moth
er's death in 1955, she then spent the winters at 
Brandon with her brother James and wife, Robbie; 
the summers with her sister, Velma, at Roland, ex
cept for a month or two of each year in Winnipeg with 
her sister, Elsie. Annie went to Winnipeg to work for 
Mrs. Lundregan. She was there from 1962 to 1964. In 
1964 she married David 1. Loewen and they reside in 
Cumberland House. 
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Eleanor Vera (Nell) married Roy Dow. They have 
three sons, Robert who married Bridget Heeley Rae. 
They have two children, Christopher and Regan, and 
live in Oshawa, Ontario. David married Gwendolyn 
Freeman and have three children - Tamberlyn, Terri 
and James. They live in Brandon. Richard married 
Lois McCallum and they have four children, Darryl, 
Marla, Rhys and Janis. They live at Killarney. Roy 
and Nell live in Waskada spending most of the sum
mer at Killarney Lake. 

James Edward, married Margaret Robertson. 
They live in Brandon. 

Velma Constance married Claire Chatwin of Ro
land where they farmed until his death in 1976. They 
had one daughter, Eleanor Jessie, who married Bud 
Stuart in 1979. They reside in Roland, as does 
Velma. Velma works for the Royal Bank. In trying to 
remember our days in Arthur, I remember the five 
mile drive to school, the awful horses we drove. Did 
anyone else take the wheels off their buggy on Friday 
night and soak them in a slough for Monday morn
ing? We hand picked mustard out of crops. In bare 
feet we burned Russian thistles. ~ can still feel the hot 
flames and see the clouds of smoke. Who chased 
cows after they had "pastured" on Russian thistles. 
Remember? We loved the old "river place" and 
spent hours roving the hills. Crocuses covered the 
hills in the spring. The water ran off in the creek bed 
and we loved the running water. Some of the hills 
were covered with roses and there we were sent to 
pick a bouquet for mom who wasn't feeling well, the 
morning in June when Velma was born. Tiger lilies 
were in abundance then. 

The old home is so small now, but warmth, love 
and friendship made those hard years a pleasant 
memory. There is a thought missing in many of the 
history books; we remember the quick close friend
ships that were formed over the war years, friend
ships that lasted a lifetime. Lonely wives and lonely 
men strived to keep their marriages and families 
together. 

McArthur, Frank 
George Franklin McArthur was born October 

5, 1911 the second son of twelve children of George 
and Jessie McArthur of Waskada section 6-1-26. 
Frank married Eva Nielsen July 30, 1938. Eva was 
born September 18, 1917, on 5-1-23 in Winchester 
Municipality, south of Deloraine just half a mile from 
the United States border. Eva was the youngest of 
nine children of Jens Pedre and Maria Nelsena 
Nielsen formerly of Copenhagen, Denmark, arriving 
in Canada in 1912. 

We farmed south of Waskada for six years. Frank 
did farm custom work. Eva trained as a hairdresser at 



the Marvel School of Beauty in Winnipeg. In 1945 
we purchased a cottage south of the Melita Creamery, 
presently owned by Mae and Borden Dobbyn. In 
May, Eva and assistant Julie De Culleneare (who was 
also a Marvel graduate) opened our hairdressing 
shop. 

Frank left for Kansas with combine and crew in 
May, returning in July. Early in September another 
member was added to our household namely 
Pauline McArthur, a teacher who could not find a 
place to room and board. Pauline taught at Melita for 
two years. 

April 1946 Frank purchased section 24-1-26 
southwest of Waskada. Eva's hairdressing career 
ended May 31. We grain and dairy farmed there until 
October 1960. 

Our dear son Douglas Franklin was born June 
27, 1955, the joy of our lives. We had just waited 
seventeen years for him. 

L.-R.: Doug, Eva and Frank McArthur. 

Due to Frank's health we sold out, and purchased 
Powne's Motel in Melita. We took over there Novem
ber 1, smack into busy deer hunting season and Frank 
and Bill Powne away to Winnipeg to the Motel con
vention. Anyway I lived through it. 

In 1962 Douglas started school. Shirley Cum
mins was his first teacher whom he dearly loved. He 
took piano lessons from Hertha Downey and played 
saxophone in the Melita School Band. 

We always enjoyed people and the motel busi
ness, even though it was often hectic hours. Eva was 
a member of the Melita Womens Institute. We had 
many meetings and birthday parties one in par
ticular- I was painting in one of the units, my hair 
up in curlers, old jeans and shirt all paint spots, I was 
called in to afternoon lunch the whole gang sang 
"Happy Birthday" to me (I had forgotten all about 
my birthday). Thanks to Lawday and Fred Hill, Al
ice, Jean, Mary's four, Mildred, and others, the lunch 
and the cake were great. (The picture not so good-
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I'm surprised your camera ever worked again)! The 
whist drives, and the musical session there were 
enjoyed by all. 

Frank served four years on council, also hospital 
and library and United Church board, and turned the 
sod for the Elim Chapel. The first few years in 
Melita, each fall he went custom combining. 

October 1, 1971 we sold the motel to Albert and 
Mary Sorensen, and we moved to Brandon where 
Doug could complete his education. He received his 
B.A. in Special Regional Development, a degree in 
economics. He moved to Vancouver for his masters. 
Before Brandon University he went to Red River in 
Winnipeg and has his first cooks certificate. He en
joys cooking and during his university years he 
cooked at the General Hospital and Brandon Univer
sity. Doug is a model railroad enthusiast, he loves 
music, and enjoys photography and develops his own 
prints. 

McArthur, Duncan 
Duncan Beaton, married Constance Martha 

(Mattie) Bambridge. They farmed in the Arthur 
district, then moved to the Waterloo district. Their 
son , Murray, was born in Arthur district. He married 
Audrey Nelson, daughter of Andrew and Christine 
Nelson, of Melita and they reside in the Waterloo 
district. They have three sons, Kevin of Brandon, 
Calvin at Red Deer, Alberta, Todd in Winnipeg, and 
one daughter, Nadine at home. 

L.-R.: Murray, Audrey, Kevin, Calvin and Nadine McArthur 
(1980). 



McArthur, Winston Hugh 
I, Winston Hugh was born September 18, 1915, 

at the farm home on 6-1-26. Started school for one 
summer at Scotia School in North Dakota. Attended 
Arthur school including Grade IX and took Grade X 
in Waskada where I boarded at the home of Mrs. 
Atteridge. 

The Souris River teemed with ducks in the fall 
and with rabbits in the winter. Dad had several shot
guns and rifles and each of the boys had his own .22 
rifle - earned by selling Gold Medal seeds and 
cards. A mink rancher near Landa, N. Dak., paid a 
few cents each for the carcasses of jackrabbits and the 
boys kept themselves in ammunition this way. A 
favourite Sunday sport was to get together with our 
friends for a rabbit hunt or for target practice. 

After leaving school, I worked for various farm
ers during the summer months and helped with the 
chores on the home farm during the winter until I 
became initiated in coal mining in the mines in the 
Turtle Mountains, and spent one winter mining coal 
in Saskatchewan. 

I married Ivy Schlemmer of Coulter in 1936, and 
our son Keith Alexander was born the following 
year. After putting in one crop and losing it to 
drought and grasshoppers, I continued to work for 
various farmers during the summer and back to the 
coal mines for the winter. 

In 1939, when war broke out, I went to Winnipeg 
with friends to enlist in the R.C.A.F. Waited all 
winter to be called up. Enlisted in the Army in the 
16/22nd Saskatchewan Horse in 1940. My unit 
moved to Vancouver that winter and that is where I 
met Ivy's cousins Florence and Winston Binns. Ivy 
and Keith came to Vancouver and stayed with Wins 
and Flo while I was stationed in Vancouver and 
Nanaimo. 

While stationed in England, in 1943, my regi
ment was quartered on the estate of Sir Harry Britton. 
Sir Harry gave a talk to the troops and told us that he 
had a soft spot for the Canadians as he had worked in 
Canada for a number of years for the Canadian Pacif
ic Railway and had been given the honour of naming 
a town in south west Manitoba. He said, "I named 
the town after my wife, an old Spanish name, 
Melita" . 

Some years later I wrote a letter to my brother, 
Frank, who was operating the Melita Dreamland 
Motel in Melita, and told him this story. Frank took 
my letter to the editor of The New Era who told him 
there was not a word of truth in the story and gave the 
version that the town had been named as the result of 
a Church sermon about St. Paul's shipwreck on the 
island of Melita. In a radio broadcast in 1967, Mrs. 
Melita 0 'Hara claimed that the town had been named 
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after her mother, Melita Roche, by Hon. Joseph 
Cauchon, fourth lieutenant-governor of Manitoba. 
Melita Roche was a godchild of the lieutenant -gover
nor. One wonders if Melita Roche became the wife of 
Sir Harry Britton. How else would an English noble
man know of a little prairie town? 

I served in the Canadian Army 1940-45, in Italy 
and North-West Europe. While in England, I was 
transferred to, and served with Lord Strathcona's 
Horse. Everyone in the Service with a Mc or a Mac in 
his surname automatically became "Mac" to his 
buddies. After over thirty years with the Military and 
as a civilian atN.D.H.Q., I am still known as Mac to 
old friends. 

When Ivy was housekeeping for Herman Scheel 
in Coulter, Chief Sitting Eagle walked into the house 
where she was alone. Ivy made a meal for him, and 
as he was eating, Keith came into the house. Sitting 
Eagle took one look at the dark-eyed boy and said, 
"Stovin papoose" . 

While I was overseas, Ivy banked her allowance 
against my return and worked for various people as 
housekeeper for a few dollars plus board and room 
for herself and Keith. She had a nice nest egg for our 
start at farming on a Veterans Land Act farm after the 
war. 

We tried farming for seven years and never did 
get a decent crop. We were dried out, flooded out, 
and cleaned out by aphids. We managed to keep 
going by milking a dozen cows, but this became our 
downfalL We bought milk cows at auction sales and 
brought home cows with Bangs disease, so had to go 
out of the dairy side of farming. 

I joined the R.C.A.E in 1952 and Bert Downey 
took over the farm. I spent ten years of my airforce 
career at CIA.T.C Rivers as a communications 
operator. In 1963, I was posted to N.D.H.Q., Ot
tawa, where I continued to work in Communications 
until I reached the compulsory retirement age of fifty 
and was pensioned off by the Armed Forces. 
However, the Military had a requirement for a civil
ian communications operator. Having already 
worked at the job for several years, I won the compe
tition and went right back to myoid job where I 
remained for the next twelve years. 

To supplement our income in Ottawa, I "moon
lighted" as a Security Guard on my days off, and Ivy 
took in boarders and did baby sitting. She cared for 
two little girls for seven years and we loved them like 
our own. They called us "Mr. Mac" and "Mrs. 
Mac". The extra income enabled us to buy our own 
home in Ottawa. 

Gloria Jean was born in Melita in 1946. She 
started kindergarten in Waskada, but received her 
public schooling at Rivers Camp. The Services could 



afford to pay for and got the very best teachers, and 
Gloria excelled in school. 

Keith left school after Grade IX, worked at vari
ous jobs - including a summer on the trans-Canada 
pipeline where he was making far better pay than I 
was getting. He joined the R.C.A.F. and was on the 
Honour Guard for Queen Elizabeth and President 
Eisenhower at the opening of the St. Lawrence Sea
way in 1959, and again in Ottawa the same year when 
the Queen unveiled a Memorial to Canada's War 
Dead. His experience as a heavy equipment operator 
on the pipe line stood him in good stead when he 
entered the Service and he became trained at the 
same line of work. Sgt. McArthur is now stationed 
on Vancouver Island at Comox. Keith met a British 
Columbia girl, Mary Wilson, in the Service overseas 
and was married there. Ivy made the wedding cake in 
Rivers and sent it to Germany with the pilot of one of 
our aircraft. Their first baby, Laurie Jean, was born 
in Germany, just a few miles from where her great
great Grandfather was born. They have a son, Fran
cis Hugh - the only blonde, blue eyed McArthur; 
and another daughter, Beverly Joan. 

Gloria continued her studies in Ottawa. She still 
works for the Civil Service. Her marriage ended in 
divorce and she is raising her two sons and doing a 
fine job with Christopher and Michael. 

Cancer took Ivy from us in 1976, and she is 
mourned by all who knew her. 

I quit my job in 1977, sold the house in Ottawa, 
married Ivy's cousin Florence who had been a widow 
for several years, and retired to Eve in North Van
couver. With my second marriage, I acquired another 
lovely daughter who fits right in with my own family. 
Florence also had a son, but he was killed in an 
accident on Friday, 13th May 1977. 

Florence and I travel extensively during the 
spring, summer and fall. In the winter months we 
enjoy having our prairie friends and relatives who 
come to visit us in our liquid sunshine at the West 
Coast. Our hobbies are music, golfing, fishing and 
reading. 

McBrian, Arthur 
MR. and MRS. ARTHUR McBRIAN moved to 

Melita in 1940 from Pierson. Mrs. McBrian looked 
after the rest room and' Art worked on the Experi
mental Farm. They had one daughter, NOREEN, 
who married EARL CRAVEN, at Pierson. From 
this union there are two boys, Gary and Ian, and one 
girl, Sandra. Gary and Sandra are both in Winnipeg. 
Ian, wife Barb, and two boys reside on section 
12-3-29 at Pierson. 
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McCallum, James Robert 
JAMES ROBERT McCALLUM, an Able Sea

man in the R.C.N. Y.R., married EVELYN THOMP
SON (daughter of Murrill and Betty). A son, 
ROBERT GRANT was born March 22, 1944, a 
daughter BONNIE LYNE, August 4, 1949, fol
lowed by BEVERLEY DIANE June 30, 1956. 

After Jim's discharge, the couple spent seven 
years in Churchill, Manitoba where he worked with 
the Royal Canadian Engineers. 

Evelyn taught in the elementary school there, 
before their return to Melita. Jim worked in the 
Metropolitan Hotel and the Prairie Inn in various 
capacities, as required. After her return Evelyn 
joined the Melita Collegiate staff to establish the 
Commercial Course. She has maintained that enter
prise to date. Graduates of her course are now em
ployed in many areas of Canada. 

Robert (Bob) McCallum, joined the Teledyne 
Exploration Co. 's crew, doing seismographic survey 
here. He has worked in localities from Ontario to the 
Beaufort Sea, where he spent thirteen weeks on the 
ice one winter. From his office in Calgary, he still 
supervises the various crews, wherever they may be 
working in the search for oil. He was married to Irene 
Sauve in Calgary. They had one daughter, NANCY, 
before their divorce. 

Bonnie Lyne McCallum graduated from the 
Melita High School. She was employed as a recep
tionist by a dentist in Winnipeg and later became a 
Certified Dental Nurse. She married Brian Fenske in 
Melita in 1970. They lived in Winnipeg, where he· 
worked for a real estate firm. After her divorce in 
1982, Bonnie moved to Vancouver, where she has a 
business in cosmetics. 

Beverley Dianne McCallum was born in Melita 
June 30, 1956 and attended Melita Collegiate. She 
joined the staff of the Melita Credit Union here in 
1974 for a while. Then, she was employed by the 
Bank of Nova Scotia in Brandon. In 1976 she married 
Garnet Frank Fedorowich of Lauder, Man. They live 
in Brandon, where Beverley works in the loan sec
tion of the Bank of Nova Scotia and Garnet is the 
chief mechanic at the Brandon Airport Service sec
tion. They have one son, Ryan Garnet James, born 
January 16, 1982. 

McCallum, William 
BILL was born in Ontario at Owen Sound in 

1887. His father died when he was a year old and his 
mother when he was seven. He was raised on a farm 
by his uncle John. When he was nineteen he decided 
to come west. He worked with his cousin Jim who 
was in partnership with Tom Lamont and they owned 
the Melita Flour Mill. One day after they had loaded 



three carloads of flour in 100 pound bags into box 
cars, Jim asked him how he liked Manitoba and he 
said, "show me a ticket back to Ontario and I won't 
be around here very long." Jim talked him into 
staying for a year and he never did get back east. In 
1907 he started farming on NW 2-4-27 and SW 
11-4-27 which was prairie. He broke this quarter with 
a walking plow. 

In 1910 he rented SE 24-3-26 and the SW 19-3-25 
which was owned by William Brown. That fall he 
purchased W 32-3-26 from Frank Graham which is 
still in the family. Having not many cattle he would 
take his horses and spend most of the winter months 
in the lumber camp at Bowsman and Grandview. 

In January of 1912 he married MINNIE AGNES 
WOERMKE who was born at Chalk River, Ontario 
September 20, 1893 one of eight girls and one broth
er. Her father was a section forman with C.N.R. She 
came to Melita in 1910 and made her home with her 
sister, Mrs. Norman Higgins, who was a seamstress. 
She worked in Mrs. Prynne's hat shop for some time 
and was employed in Tom Melanner's store at the 
time of her marriage to William McCallum on Janu
ary 15,1912. She was a very quiet natured person and 
was very fond of music. After starting to raise a 
family they would farm in the summer and work with 
the ice harvest in winter. They would pack ice for 
quite a number of local town people such as hotels, 
butcher shops, creamery, and people who would 
deliver it around town in the summer time. Farming 
was quite good until the 1930's when the drought and 
grasshoppers hit. Some of the dust storms would 
come and you could not see the barn from the house 
in the middle of the day. During these years he would 
help many of his neighbors move out of the district 
because they thought it was useless to stay. They said 
the country was nothing but a desert and would never 
be any good. He said it was pretty hard to walk away 
and leave something that you had worked half your 
life to get. By doing odd jobs such as hauling coal, 
wood, ice, and moving buildings for others he man
aged to hold on to the half section. Towards the end of 
the 1930's the country started to come back to a better 
way of life and farming took on a much better out
look. 

Bill and Minnie had 13 children. At the time of 
writing there are four deceased. FRANCES born 
January 16, 1914 November 2, 1915. HARVEY 
infant 1918. JUNE June 21, 1929-1933. BRYON 
May 21, 1924 - March 16, 1980. 

Remaining are six boys. JOHN married Ariel 
Riddell and lives in Dauphin, RUSSELL married 
Violet Riehl and lives at Dauphin, CLEVE married 
Stena Einarson and they are also at Dauphin. John, 
Russ and Bryon served overseas. RAYMOND and 
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L.-R.: William, Minnie, John, Margaret, Russell, Clive, Shirley, 
Byron, Raymond. Stanley. Marion. Hugh McCallum. 

STANLEY are on the home farm. HUGHIE mar
ried YVONNE HEAD and was employed at the 
Antler River School Garage and died suddenly April 
1982. Three girls, SHIRLEY Mrs. DOUG WREN 
(see Doug Wren history) Melita. MARION Mrs. 
FRANK BAILEY Melita, MARGARET Mrs. 
HAROLD SHANNON Pierson. (see James Shan
non history). 

On March 3, 1955 Bill met with a very serious 
accident when loading hay, he lost his balance and 
fell off the load, crushing his spinal cord. On March 
6th he died and on May 10, 1959 his wife also died 
and that is the story of Mr. and Mrs. William Mc
Callum. 

Editor's note: Raymond Fredrick passed away 
suddenly at his home February 22, 1983. 

McCannell, Malcolm Sr. 
MR. and MRS. MALCOLM McCANNELL SR. 

and their son MALCOLM came to the Elva District 
in 1892 from Dominionville, Glengarry County, On
tario and settled on N. W. 25-2-28 where they farmed 
until Mr. McCannell's death in 1932 and Mrs. Mc
Cannell's in 1930. Mr. McCannell was well known 
and took great pride in driving and showing off his 
horses. His son carried on the tradition. 

Mr. and Mrs. Malcohm McCannell Sr. (1927). 



McCannell, Malcolm Jr. 
MALCOLM JR. (1883-1938) married CATH· 

ERINE MARGARET SKELTON, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. W. D. Skelton of Elva, February 2, 1921. To 
this union four children were born. Margaret Kath· 
leen, Donald Richard, Elsie May, and John 
William. 

L.-R., Back: Catherine, Malcohm Jr. Front: Donald, Elsie, Mar
garet and John McCannal1. 

The Malcolm McCannell family spent the winter 
and spring of 1934-1935 at High Bluff, Manitoba 
during the depression. The family enjoyed the Friday 
night dances at the country schools. Mrs. Catherine 
McCannell, who celebrated her 90th birthday De
cember 9, 1982 resides on the farm. 

Margaret Kathleen born December 22, 1922, 
lives at home. 

Elsie May born August 14, 1927 resides in Win
nipeg and works as a Licenced Practical Nurse. 

McCannell, Donald Richard 
Donald, born March 17, 1925 married La Vernie 

McDermit, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm 
McDermit of Pierson on November 18, 1947 and they 
farm in the Elva district on the farm originally owned 
by James Skelton. Their family of three: 

Malcolm Daryle September 25, 1949 married 
Jane Scherling of Bemidji, Minnesota March 23, 
1974. They reside in Brandon with their two daugh
ters, Corrie Scherlene March 5, 1977, Melinda Jane 
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September 15, 1978. Daryle is Physical Director at 
the Brandon Y.M.C.A. 

Donald Brent August 1, 1952, married Barbara 
McFadden of Rivers Apri119, 1980. They reside with 
their son Donald Ross, born December 29, 1981 at 
Arborg, Manitoba where Brent is Agricultural Rep
resentative. 

Holly Deanne October 19, 1953, married James 
Cummings March 20,1982. They reside in Winnipeg 
and are both in the teaching profession. 

McCannell, John William 
JOHN, born September 23, 1928, married 

FRANCES COATES, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Coates of Elva, April 3,1957. They reside 
on S.W. 36-2-28 and continue to work the home 
farm. John also takes great pride in his horses. Their 
family consists of eight children: 

Randy John February 19, 1958, married Tammy 
Phair of Pierson, June 4, 1977. They live at Lyleton, 
Manitoba with their two children, Marcia Dawn 
October 28, 1977 and Chad William December 23, 
1980. Randy is also a horseman. 

Karen Marie April 24, 1959 married Thomas 
Strutt of Tilston, July 12, 1980. They live at 
Stoughton, Saskatchewan. 

Gary Douglas March 23, 1960 works with his 
father on the home farm. 

Bradley Malcolm August 30, 1961 is living in 
Pierson, employed by the Manitoba Pool Elevator. 

Kevin James August 19, 1964 is employed on a 
farm at Medora. He enjoys riding and breaking 
horses and participates in local rodeos. 

Heather Dawn December 12, 1967. Timothy 
Scott June 20, 1969, and Laurie Louise September 
28, 1972 all attend school at Pierson, Manitoba. 

McGregor, Helen 
I am HELEN McGREGOR (nee Helen Large) 

who taught school in Melita from 1949 to 1951. After 
leaving Melita, I taught for three years in Flin Flon. 
In 1954 I married MORRIS McGREGOR, a Kenton 
farmer. Morris has been M.L.A. for the Virden Con
stituency for the past 19 years, and retired from 
politics in November 1981. We have four of a family, 
MALCOLM, WREE, DONALD and HEATH· 
ER. I resumed my teaching career in 1967 and am at 
present on the teaching staff at Kenton. We will be 
moving to our new home in Brandon in July 1982. 

MacInnes, Archibald 
by Mr. Hector MacInnes 

My father ARCHIBALD MacINNES was born at 
Bradford, Isle of Skye, Scotland June 21, 1862. My 



mother SARAH ISABELLA MONTGOMERY, 
daughter of Daniel and Christina Montgomery was 
born at Cambuslang, Scotland on August 24, 1897. 
My father and mother were married at Camrie, Scot
land in the Parish of St. George Edinburgh April 28, 
1901. My Dad came by boat to Canada in 1902 to 
Deloraine and worked around on the farms of Matt 
Couling, Willis Baskier, and Tom Cosgrove. In 1905 
my mother, with her small son JAMES (J. K.), came 
to Canada to join father and they lived in the Waskada 
district on section 20-3-25 where two more sons were 
born; HECTOR in 1909 and FRASER in 1910. They 
moved to Melita district two and one half miles east 
on the Moorby farm, where another son ERNEST 
was born in 1912. They moved to the Slater farm three 
and one half miles south west of Napinka where 
another son ALEX was born in 1914. They moved 
back to the Melita district to the Foster farm three and 
one half miles east and from there they moved to the 
Chesterfield district. The family attended Chester
field and Melita schools. They moved to the Browns 
district north of Melita and from there they moved to 
Napinka on the Elsey farm one and one half miles 
north east of Napinka in 1930. My father passed away 
March 13,1952 and my mother August 28,1956 and 
they are both buried in N apinka Cemetery. The fam
ily of five boys; Jim (J. K.) lives at Lyleton. He was 
married to LILA BONNER and had two of a family. 
Orville of Wetaskiwin, Alberta, and Vita of Win
nipeg, Manitoba. He is now married to Myrtle Law
rence, with a family of two boys, Lawrence and 
Allan of Innisfail, Alberta. 

Hector was married in 1935 to LAVINA PUE 
with a family of six living and one daughter Ethel 
predeceased. Harvy of Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, 
Malcolm and Wayne of Napinka, Marilyn of Delo
raine, and Erma and Shirley of Oakville, Manitoba. 
He was married July 27, 1970 to Gladys Pue of Bede 
and lives on 21-4-25 east of Napinka. 

ERNIE married DOLLY LUSTY and had a fam
ily of two; Brenda of Yorkton, Saskatchewan, Kelly 
of Innisfail, Alberta. 

Alex and Ida live in Winnipeg with a family of 
seven; Melvin, Bob, Larry, and Ken, Joan (Mrs. J. 
Struch), Donna (Mrs. Jim Mee) , and Valerie of 
Winnipeg. 

Fraser lives in Brandon and is not married. 

McKague, William 
WILLIAM (1876-1968) was the son of Thomas 

and Margaret (Bullard) McKague of Teeswater, On
tario. He married AGNES JANE ATKINSON in 
1905 (she died in 1957). They farmed at Coulter, 
Manitoba and had three children; CHARLES 
MAURICE born 1909, died 1938, LORETTA 
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JEAN born 1911, died 1932, and WINSTON 
GRAHAM. 

McKague Winston 
WINSTON was born September 15, 1915 at 

Coulter, Manitoba. On October 2, 1939 he married 
EVA GRACE KNOX (1914-1967). They lived on the 
farm until they moved to Melita in 1966. Grace died 
January 1, 1967. They had six children; Dennis 
Winston January 11, 1941 married Bonnie Eldred 
(daughter of Leo and Mable) in 1965. They have 
three children; Shawn, Kelly, and Lisa. 

Donald Keith January 21, 1942 married Marilyn 
Nay in 1966. They have one daughter Melissa. 

Darlene Ester August 27, 1944 married Gerald 
Clifford in 1964 and had two children Jeffrey and 
Carla. After her divorce, Darlene married John 
Wark in 1968. They have two children, Carrie and 
Kevin. 

Garry Damon December 24, 1945 married Vic
toria Pereau in 1975. They have two children Darren 
and Jody. 

William Lloyd June 30, 1950 married Nora 
Rouse in 1974. 

Ellwyn Gerald May 25, 1954 married Margo in 
1977 and have three children; Kaija, Raenne, and 
Graeme. 

In 1972 Winston married LUCY ROWAN. 

McKay, Robert McBeth 
taken from Melita Progess and Pierson Review 

ROBERT McBETH McKAY was born Septem
ber 5, 1871 of sturdy Scotch stock, of Kildonan. His 
father was Rev. John McKay and early pioneer mis
sionary. In 1901 Robert McKay came to Melita, 
engaged in grain business with Mr. P. Dunbar; then 
was in Mr. Crerar's law office for a few months, 
afterwards going to Lauder for six months. In 1903 
he returned to Melita, taking charge of Hamelin's 
Hardware Store as manager which position he held 
until a year ago when he bought the business. (1903) 

In August 1903 he married EUPHEMIA ANN 
BULLOCK, daughter of Mr. Thomas Bullock, a well 
known resident. They had two children, THOMAS 
GORDON McBETH and JOHN CHARLES 
WINSTON. Robert was a member of the Pres
byterian Church, led the choir for a number of years 
and had held a high position on the managing board. 
He was leader of the band for many years and to his 
effort the efficiency of this organization was largely 
due. He was twice elected to town council, first in 
1906 and the last election. 

Mr. McKay died suddenly of apoplexy May 16, 
1910; his son Charlie died four days later and was 



buried in his father's arms. (one year and nine 
months) 

McKay, Thomas Gordon McBeth 
from New Era 1928 

Thomas Gordon McBeth only son of Mrs. 
McKay and the late Robert M. McKay, formerly of 
Melita, passed to his rest at a Regina hospital May 17, 
1928 at 22 years. 

After Mr. McKay's death Mrs. McKay and son 
Gordon went to Vancouver, in 1926 to Nanton, Alber
ta and to Saskatchewan in 1928. Gordon died of 
pneumonia. He is survived by his mother, Mrs. 
McKay, living in Winnipeg. 

McKinley, William 
WILLIAM JOHN McKINLEY, known to his 

friends as "Mac", arrived in Melita in 1919 from 
strike tom Winnipeg. He bought the barber shop and 
pool room business, next door to the Metropolitan 
Hotel operated by "Granny" Greig and Mr. and Mrs. 
Jack Briggs. They resided at 78 Elm Street. 

William McKinley. 

He sold the business in 1947 and moved to 
Guelph, Ontario. In 1952 he purchased the farm in 
the Monticello district where he was born and lived 
until he left home, at age 16 in 1905. He passed away 
November 22, 1955 at his boyhood home, at age 66 
years. 

ROBERTA McKINLEY then lived in Or
angeville and passed away September 22, 1968 at age 
77 years. Their daughter GERTRUDE, was edu
cated at Melita School and graduated as a nurse from 
Brandon General Hospital, in 1941. In 1945, in 
Ghent, Belgium, while serving in the R.C.A.M.C., 
she married Curtis Gullacher of Govan, Saskatche
wan. Their family consists of David, Robert, Petra 
and seven grandchildren. Gertrude and husband re
side in Orangeville, Ontario. 

McKinnon, Archie 
Born in the township of Bentick, County of Grey, 

Ontario on December 24, 1862, ARCHIE McKIN-
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NON, moved when two years old, to the 12th con
cession of Bruce County. 

When twenty years of age, he came west to Man
itoba, and in the company of Duncan and Angus Bell 
walked from Brandon to Southwest Manitoba, look
ing for homesteads. They crossed the Souris River 
east of the present site of Coulter and had their first 
meal, west of the river, on a flat rock, in what was 
later the Ed Andrews pasture. Angus and Duncan 
Bell filed on 22-1-27. Archie filed on NW 24-1-27. 
He disposed of this and got SW 22-1-27 and built a 
home on it. 

He married DELINA MEE in 1893 and bought 
NW 15-1-27 which was CPR land and moved his 
house on it. He donated his original building site to 
the Presbyterian Church who built their church there. 
It is still in use by the United Church of Canada. 

To Archie and Lina were born three sons: one 
dying in infancy; JOSEPH ROY, killed in action in 
France, September 28,1918; and DONALD JAMES 
(DAN), took over the home farm. Archie lived with 
him until his death, October 16,1936. Delina died in 
1917. 

Archie and Angus and Duncan Bell, after locat
ing their Homesteads started to walk back to Brandon 
to file. They stayed at the Gould-Elliot stopping 
house at Sourisford and were there the morning that 
Walter Thomas had his arm blown off while out 
hunting ducks. They took the door off the cabin and 
:vent down the river to help carry the wounded man 
m. 

Archie McKinnon came from a large family hav
ing one brother and seven sisters. Only one sister 
came west: She settled across the border north of 
Westhope, North Dakota, and was well known in the 
~oultervale district as Mrs. William D. (Annie) Irv
mg. 

Archie McKinnon was a staunch Presbyterian 
until the union of the churches when it became the 
United Church of Canada. It was always his job to see 
that the fire was on for church, Young Peoples meet
ings or Christmas Tree practices. 

This little presentation below shows the esteem in 
which Mr. and Mrs. McKinnon were held in the 
community; 
Presentation - Christmas 1908 
Dear Mr. and Mrs. McKinnon: 

Your ministries in connection with the church 
and your own home have so impressed your many 
friends that they take advantage of this festive season 
to remind you in a visible way that the many hospi
talities of your home which proximity to a church 
building entails, deserve from fellow church workers 
and strangers alike the merited title of the Bethany of 
South Antler Presbyterian Church. 



We take great pleasure in presenting Mrs. 
McKinnon with this tea set and Mr. McKinnon with 
this arm chair and trust that you may be spared to see 
many Merry Christmases. 

McKinnon, Donald J. 
DAN, born in 1900, attended Coultervale 

School, married MARGARET (daughter of James 
and Anne "Fletcher" Hunt, also born in 1900) in 
1923. 

As was the custom in the 20's the children were 
born at home on section 15-1-27. Doctor Green of 
Westhope, North Dakota, who tended to the medical 
needs of the community attended the births. Eunice 
was born in 1926, Roy in 1927 (separate history), and 
Jim in 1929 (separate history). Joan was born in 
Deloraine Hospital in 1940. 

Dan farmed three quarter sections of land in the 
Coultervale area. After dinner conversations, recall
ing those years, consisted of memories of threshing 
gangs, boarding teachers, box socials, hired help and 
Christmas concerts. A move to the Melita area was 
executed so that the children could benefit from a 
high school education. The family enjoyed their 
years on 3-4-27 near Melita. Although Margaret 
could not appreciate the ramshackle quality of the 
house, the temporary move became rather perma
nent. The proximity of the town enabled Dan to be 
active in several organizations and to make a contri
bution to church and community affairs. In the 40's 
Dan drove a school van. Long before the van popu
larity of the 70's the family used the black Dodge van 
for transportation. It was frequently seen at auction 
sales, ball tournaments and various places in the 
area, depending on who was driving it! Saturday 
night was a night to look forward to with movies, 
dances and social interaction. 47 Souris Street be
came the retirement residence during the early 50's. 
The family homestead was sold to Donald Bell. Dan 
remained involved in church, lodge, hospital, oil 
rights, political and other causes. He enjoyed this 
community involvement until his sudden death in 
1960. 

Margaret served as a supportive wife and mother 
belonging to the Women's Institute and Church Aux
iliary. After recovering from an illness she sold the 
big house and lived in the duplex at 22 Dobbyn Street 
until she chose to live at the Lodge. She enjoys her 
life there, takes in Bingo games, is an avid cribbage 
player and is a member of the drop in centre. 

Eunice was educated at Coultervale, Lyleton and 
Melita. She operated a hairstyling business for five 
years in Glenboro after training in Winnipeg. She 
married Walter Davidson of Glenboro in 1951. They 
have two sons, Gary born in 1954 and Glen born in 
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1956. The family moved to Sherwood Park, Alberta 
in 1967. Eunice enjoys part time employment, curl
ing and bridge. Walter was an employee of Interpro
vincial Pipeline and retired in 1982. The tradition of 
house building has been passed on for three genera
tions. Walter Davidson, son of Gestur Davidson, 
house builder, has built four houses in his spare time. 
Gary and Glen have now completed their own 
homes, Gary's being an authentic log home. Gary 
and Lynn Johnson were married on June 30, 1982. 

Joan was educated at Melita and Brandon College 
and enjoyed a twelve year teaching career. Her first 
teaching position was at Taylor School in Swan River 
from 1959-1961. Next was Radisson School in Trans
cona from 1962-1965. She then relocated in Calgary 
where she taught at Victoria School, Knob Hill 
School, and Acadia School from 1965 to 1972. 

Joan and Vic Luciak were married in 1968. Don
ald was born in 1972 and David in 1974. Vic is 
employed in the oil business and Joan teaches part 
time. The Luciak family resides at 12748 Bonaven
ture Drive South East, Calgary, Alberta. 

Regrettably, none of us McKinnon children re
main in the Melita area. We have nothing but fond 
memories of the area and its people. We appreciate 
knowing that our roots are planted firmly in Man
itoba soil. 

McKinnon, G. Roy 
Roy (Bud) was educated at Coultervale, Lyleton, 

and Melita, Bud farmed for a few years with brother 
Jim, answered the call of adventure and has spent 
many years in the search for oil. Bud began his career 
working on oil rigs in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and 
Alberta. This led to jobs in the Arctic, British Co
lumbia, Quebec and Washington State. At this time 
he hired on with the International Air Drilling Com
pany taking him to Australia, Libya, Phillipines, 
Italy, Argentina, Columbia, Equador, Saudi Arabia, 
and Iran. 

Bud gave up his bachelor status in 1968. The 
marriage of Bud McKinnon and Audrey Starr took 
place in Edmonton. Bud still commutes to Saudi 
Arabia and lives at 3519-107 Street in Edmonton. 
"Thursday's child has far to go." Bud must have 
been born on a Thursday! He has many tales to tell of 
his adventures. Hopefully, someone will convince 
him to write his memoirs! 

McKinnon, James A. 
James A. (Jim) was educated at Coultervale, 

Lyleton, Melita and Winnipeg. Jim's first job was 
that of a school teacher at Bernice for the 1946-1947 
term. He then spent some time employed by Gillis 



andWarren in Winnipeg. Farming with brother Bud, 
then on his own, occupied Jim for the next ten years. 
Jim and Mabel Pederson were married on Septem
ber 2, 1955. Jim continued to drive the school van 
after his father retired. Shirley, their first child was 
born in 1957, Gordon in 1958, Daniel in 1962 and 
Joanne in 1965. 

The family farm section 3-4-27 was sold to Doug 
Snyder in 1964. Jim and his family moved to Morden 
in 1964 where Jim was manager of Co-op Imple
ments. Jim enjoyed sales and moved to the Mission 
area of British Columbia in the late 60's. Jim owns 
various properties in the area and is employed by 
British Columbia Hydro. James McKinnon and 
Mary Bos were married November 19, 1980. Jim, 
Mary, Mark, and Marilyn live at 112 Stave Falls, 
Ruskin, British Columbia. Gordon McKinnon was 
married in 1982. 

McKinnon, Hugh 
HUGH and IDA (VAIL) McKINNON retired in 

1944 to Melita. They had farmed in Arthur munic
ipality, north-west of Waskada, where they had lived 
with their family EVELYN, EARL, FRED, 
HELEN, WALTER, and RUSSELL. The children 
took their elementary education in Princess school, 
and high school in Waskada and Melita. They bought 
the former Oxley house, which was later sold to D. 
Loucks. Earl and Fred were left to take over working 
the farm. Earl and his wife Florence (Harris) and 
their sons Norman and Doug, live in the original 
farm home. Fred lives on, and works another part of 
the original farm. Evelyn and husband Lyle Lee, 
farmed south of Waskada, and have since moved into 
Waskada. 

Helen lived with her parents and was secretary 
for Thompson's Seed House, then was book-keeper 
and clerk at Eyers Furniture Store for a few years. 
She took a Licenced Practical Nurse's course in Win
nipeg, returned to work in Deloraine, and helped 
nurse her father who was crippled from a stroke. She 
married FRED MILLER from Pipestone, and their 
story appears separately. Walter and Russell finished 
their schooling in Melita. Walter went to Edmonton 
and took a welding course. He and his wife Margaret 
and their three sons still live there. Russell worked 
with Hydro, then joined the Royal Canadian Air 
Force. He was in Germany awhile, and since return
ing to Canada has been stationed in Ontario, Alberta, 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Nova Scotia, and now he 
and his wife Irene, two daughters and a son are living 
in Ottawa. 

Hugh passed away in 1953, and Ida in 1961, both 
after lengthy illnesses. Burial was in Waskada ceme-
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tery. Ida was one of the first in the district to donate 
cornea for transplant. 

McNish, Hector 
HECTOR McNISH came with his parents from 

Ontario in 1893 at the age of six on NE 8-2-28 in 
North Antler District with Pierson their nearest town. 
Here he grew up receiving his education, first, in the 
home under his Mother's instruction, then in North 
Antler and Pierson Schools. He purchased E 2-2-28 
in 1911 and in 1913 he married GERTRUDE TURN
ER of Emerson, Manitoba, who taught in North 
Antler school, and they settled on the farm. 

Hector and Gertrude McNish. 

They farmed until 1943 when they moved into 
Lyleton and in 1945 to Melita. Hector took a great 
interest in all sports and especially fishing and hunt
ing. He was very interested in and had a big part in 
the planting of the tree strips in the Lyleton Shelter 
Belt area. 

Two sons were born to Hector and Gertrude 
McNish; HECTOR ROSS in 1915 and GARNET 
FRANKLIN in 1917. They attended North Antler 
and Lyleton schools. Hector passed away after a 
lengthy illness in 1962. 

Gertrude was a dedicated teacher and loved and 
was interested in all her pupils. She started teaching 
at an early age in Coates' School. She had her third 
class teaching certificate but later returned to normal 
school where she completed her education. She con
tinued teaching as long as her health permitted. She 
returned to Lyleton to live for two years after Hector 
passed away. She went into Melita Lodge when it 
first opened in 1966. In 1973 due to poor health she 



moved to the Fairview Home in Brandon where she 
passed away in December 1976. 

McNish, Hector Ross 
ROSS chose to be a farmer. In 1939 he married 

MARY EMILY, eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
William James Murray of Lyleton. They settled on a 
farm at Warren, Manitoba for two years, then bought 
West 4-2-28 or "Maitland Place" at Lyleton on the 
North Antler Creek, which provided the swimming 
hole in summer, banks for sleigh riding in the winter 
for their boys and many others. They raised four 
boys, James Ross born in 1943, Robert Brian in 
1947, Murray Douglas in 1948 and Gordon Allen 
in 1955. They are all married. James and Douglas live 
in Regina, Saskatchewan, Brian on the home farm in 
Lyleton and Gordon married Donna Jean Dobbyn 
of Melita and lives in Melita. 

Ross McNish family. L·R., Back: Brian, Gordon, Donna Jean, 
Jim, Doug. Front: Lorraine, Mary, Ross, Sharon. 

Ross continued mixed farming, raising grain and 
cattle until 1977, when they moved to Melita. The 
house they live in was built by Mr. and Mrs. Nuttal. 
Mr. and Mrs. W. McLure also lived there. Ross and 
Mary have ten grandchildren whom they enjoy as 
they do their home and garden. 

McNish, Garnet Franklin 
Gamet, too, chose to farm but in 1941 enlisted for 

overseas duty. In England, he was an ambulance 
driver with Canadian Motor Convoy. He later trans
ferred to Infantry Brigade, Royal Army Service Corps 
as a mechanic. He remained there until August 1945, 
later receiving his discharge in Canada. In July 1943, 
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he married Jean Smith of South Shields, England 
who was serving her country as a tractor driver in 
British Women's Land Army. After her marriage she 
joined the C.W.A.C. stationed in London, England 
and came to Canada to receive her discharge in 
January 1946. In Winnipeg Gamet took employment 
with the Canadian Pacific Railway in the express 
department. He later transferred to Vancouver, Brit
ish Columbia as a brakeman, then as a conductor. 
They have one daughter, Heather Jean, born in 
1956. They still live in Coquitlam, British Columbia 
and Gamet has retired. 

McRae, Gordon 
GORDON OMAND McRAE, fifth child and 

third son of Alex and Katherine McRae of Elva, was 
born at the family farm, South half 24-3-28, on 
December 5,1902. He received his education at Elva 
school. As well as farm work, he spent two summers 
in the Assiniboia and Regina regions on bridge con
struction with the Canadian Pacific Railway. He 
spent several years in the Peninsula district and went 
to Portage La Prairie with Percy Brockinton in the 
dry years of the early thirties. Gordon likes music 
and singing and at one time played drums. He played 
ball, curled and played hockey. He still follows 
hockey and can be found at the arena for most games. 

Myrtle Ann Yeo was born at the home farm NE 
25-2-27, on March 14, 1907, the only daughter of 
George and Matilda Yeo. She attended Peninsula 
school through Grade VIII. Six years later in 1927, 
she returned to school and took Grade IX at Penin
sula, after which she completed high school at 
Melita. She took one year nursing training at the 
Misericordia Hospital in Winnipeg, then returned to 
Melita and nursed privately in the area with Dr. F. C. 
Wilson. 

Gordon and Myrtle were married on April 4, 
1941, at the Presbyterian Manse in Melita. They took 
up residence on SW 26-2-27, a farm previously 
owned by George Yeo. Myrtle's hobby was her 
garden and flowers as long as health permitted. She 
also made and decorated cakes for all occasions, and 
was a competent exhibitor in the flower and baking 
classes at local fairs. She took particular pleasure in 
sharing the products of her labor with neighbors, and 
friends at Melita Lodge. 

One daughter, DARLENE DOLORES was born 
to this union. She received all her education at Melita 
school, then worked for the Bank of Montreal in 
Winnipeg, a position she held until her marriage to 
Bob Harris of that city. They have lived in Winnipeg, 
Edmonton, Alberta, Norman Wells, Northwest Ter
ritories, and at time of writing, in Calgary, Alberta, 
where Bob works for Esso Resources. Bob and 



L..R.: Gordon, Darlene, Shane, and Myrtle McRae. 

Darlene have a family of three, Shane, nine years, 
Bentley, seven years, and Kaley two years. 

Gordon and Myrtle lived in retirement in Melita. 
The horne farm was sold to Don Oliver and Gordon 
still owns the former farm of Percy Brockinton, S 
2-3-27. (1982). 

McRae, James Drummond 
JAMES DRUMMOND McRAE was born in 

1846 at Dominionville, Ontario to Finlay and Ellen 
(Benfather) McRae. On June 27, 1872, at Cornwall, 
Ontario, he married MARY McRAE, no known rela
tionship. She was born on August 26, 1850 at St. 
Elmo, Glengarry, Ontario. To this union four chil
dren were born; WILLIAM SPROULE, born Octo
ber 25,1874, FINLAY ALEXANDER, born June 
9, 1876, CATHERINE MARGARET (Cassie), 
born January 25, 1880, and ELLEN ELIZABETH, 
born July 15, 1881, all around Maxville, Ontario. 

James D. and Mary McRae (1914). 
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In March, 1889, Jimmy, as he was known to his 
family, and four brothers, namely Andrew, Archie, 
Dan and William, carne from Glengary, Ontario to 
homestead on sections 10, 3, 14 and 16 of 4-28 in the 
Edward Municipality, northwest of Elva. He built a 
log cabin on NE 10-4-28 when he carne to the prai
ries. Art Tucker of Pierson has farmed this land for a 
number of years. The bake board out of this cabin has 
been handed down through the family and at present 
Evelyn Coleman, a great granddaughter, has it. This 
bake board is the thickness of the walls of that cabin. 
Andrew established the first butcher shop in Elva 
where he stayed for a few years and later moved to 
Pierson where he started a butcher shop. Archie, Dan 
and William moved to the coast after farming for a 
few years. All of these men made several trips to 
Deloraine by wagon with grain to be ground into 
flour. These pioneers also went to Melita with a 
buffalo hide tied to two poles and pulled by a horse to 
bring groceries horne. He died and is buried at Pier
son. 

James and Mary McRae family. L.-R.: Ellen, Finlay, Cassie 
and Willie in back. 

Jimmy bought 13-3-28, just on the west side of 
the town of Elva in the Edward Municipality and 
farmed until 1906. His house was built north east of 
the barn and in a few years the present house was 
built to the south east of the barn near the road 
dividing Arthur and Edward Municipalities. In 1906 
Jimmy went to work in the Elva Post Office. He kept 
that job until 1912. His sons, Finlay and William S. 
worked the farm. Finlay A. lived on the East 13-3-28 
and William on West 13-3-28. 

Jimmy and Mary moved to Winnipeg in 1912 
after he left the Post Office and lived there until they 
passed away, Jimmy on December 25, 1927 and 
Mary on December 10,1919. They are both buried in 
the Melita Cemetery. 



McRae, Finlay Alexander 
FINLAY ALEXANDER McRAE was born at 

Maxville, Ontario. His parents were James D. and 
Mary McRae. When he was thirteen he moved to 
Manitoba with his parents, two sisters and one broth
er in 1889. His two sisters were Catherine Margaret 
(Cassie) who married Charlie Winters of Elva and 
Ellen Elizabeth who married Ed Crane of Melita. His 
brother William Sproule was married to Emma 
McMillan. William S. had farmed for a few years on 
W 13-3-28, west of Elva and then moved to the west 
coast. 

Finlay married Julia Ann Willoughby on Octo
ber 3, 1900 at Melita. She was born at Ivy, Ontario 
December 13,1877. Finlay started work in 1901 with 
the Great Northern Grain Growers fixing and build
ing elevators in Saskatchewan and Manitoba. At 
times they lived in a tent where wild strawberries 
grew around them and Mrs. McRae canned them 
while there. He worked in the elevator and bought 
grain for about 35 years. In the early years he went to 
Melita by horse and buffalo hide for groceries, etc. 
(travois) 

They built a big home on the northeast side in 
Elva in 1912. They were great community workers, 
helping whenever they could and Mrs. McRae acted 
as midwife quite often. 

All their family were born at Elva and received 
their education there. Finlay Wellington (Mac) was 
born October 20, 1901. When he grew up he was a 
barber at Elva and then he moved to Mission, British 
Columbia where he worked at Buckerfield's Feed 
and Seed. On September 2, 1935 he married Gretta 
Johnson in Victoria who had two sons, Bob and 
Raymond. Mac passed away November 2, 1978 and 
is buried in Hatzic Cemetery, British Columbia. 

Mary Margaret (Madge) was born July 3, 1903 
and all her life was very interested in sports and for 
sometime was a pitcher for the Elva baseball team. 
She went to Success Business College in Winnipeg 
and worked in the city until she was married on 
October 24, 1936 in Elva to Jack Donaghy of Win
nipeg. They have one son, lack who has two chil
dren. Madge passed away October 29, 1974 and is 
buried in Winnipeg. 

James Beverley was born September 21, 1906. 
(see separate history) 

John Peter was born October 30, 1907 and after 
his schooling went to Winnipeg to work for Eatons. 
He served in the Royal Canadian Air Force during 
World War II and then went back to Eatons. He was 
married twice, the first time in September 1937 and 
then to Marion Ellwood of Cardale. They had two 
daughters, Heather Gail and Colleen Cameron. 
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Finlay and Julia McRae family (1938). L.-R.: Elmer, Don, Jim, 
Finlay, Madge, Julia, Wellington and John. 

John passed away March 2, 1971 and is buried in 
Winnipeg. 

Clarence Elmer was born October 23, 1912 and 
worked around Elva and in Winnipeg. He married 
Jean Wright of Rapid City on April 12, 1940. They 
had two daughters, Sandra Dawn and Sharon Ann. 
They moved to British Columbia and eventually di
vorced. Elmer married Marjorie Flock in California 
May 17, 1957 and they live in Victoria, both are 
working in the undertaking business. 

Donald Lewis was born August 10, 1919.(see 
separate history) 

Finlay spent his remaining years in Elva, going to 
the west coast and to Winnipeg for extended holidays 
in the winters. He passed away October 28, 1946 at 
his home in Elva. Service was from St. Paul's Pres
byterian Church in Elva on November 1, 1946, with 
burial in Melita Cemetery. Finlay McRae was the last 
person to be buried from this church. Julia McRae 
lived alone for sometime and then lived between the 
west coast and Winnipeg with family members and 
relatives. She passed away at her daughter's (Madge 
Donaghy) home on November 8, 1954 and service 
was held November 11, 1954 in Elva United Church 
with burial in Melita Cemetery. 

McRae, James Beverley 
James Beverley, the third child of Finlay and 

Julia McRae was born in Elva where he received his 
education. At a very young age he was working for 
farmers in the summer, often not paid, and going to 
school in the winter. 

Jimmy and Wellington (Mac) worked the E 
13-3-28 on the west side of Elva that was owned by 
their Dad. They both cut hair for years. Mac finally 
moved to the coast and Jimmy continued to farm 
alone. He married Lila Bacon of Melita on Novem
ber 21, 1928 at Pierson. They had six children, most 
of them born during the" Dirty Thirties" and all went 
to school at Elva. 



Jim hauled coal for the town for years and was 
called on very often to help with cattle problems, 
etc., as there was no veterinary within miles. At 
income tax time, he did quite a few of the local 
people's papers and didn't charge. He helped when
ever and wherever he could. Close to his heart was 
his Odd Fellow Lodge work and he did what he could 
to keep that going strong. In those years with no 
money, everyone made up their own fun at home. 
Playing ball, cricket, riding the old chore horses that 
were twice too wide, playing in sloughs of water with 
railroad ties and a favorite of the family was playing 
cards any day of the week, even on Sunday. Back in 
those days cards on Sunday was a no-no with most 
people and if Grannie McRae had caught them, she 
would have burnt the cards. Jim always said there 
was no harm in it, he knew where his kids were. 
Living on the edge of town, there were always other 
children there and very often kids from the country 
stayed because it was so handy for anything going on 
in town. Something of great interest to the family was 
the passenger and freight trains travelling through 
day and night. The railroad track was built through 
the farm and often at night someone or other of the 
family would crawl out of bed to see the trains go 
through. Another memory for the family was when 
storms came up, on some occasions if Jim and Lila 
thought they were a spectacular sight to see, they 
would get the family up. Their family found some 
storms fascinating and it taught them never to be 
afraid of storms. 

Most nights two or three would go downtown 
after supper for the mail, the east mail would come 
on the passenger train at supper time. When walking 
through the large ball diamond by the school they 
would encounter milk cows owned by some towns 
people. They were let out for the night to feed on the 
grass in town. By moonlight they looked quite eerie 
and needless to say no one took much time going by 
them. 

During those years, many diseases such as 
mumps, measles, chicken pox, and scarlet fever 
were on the rampage, and if one came down sick with 
them, the whole family did at the same time, includ
ing their mother. When anyone got these diseases you 
had to stay home for so many days and not go out of 
the house. Many were very sick for days as there was 
no vaccine in those years. Polio, or infantile paralysis 
as it was called, was something else. It was a crip
pling disease and was just starting in the country. 
People were very afraid of it and were quarantined if 
it was even suspected. No one knew how to deal with 
it. Their son, Jim, the healthiest of all, contacted it in 
June, 1938 and spent a year in the Children's Hospital 
in Winnipeg, having his fourth birthday there. Not 

658 

much could be done for this and the result was that 
some were crippled for life. 

Jim and Lila's family consists of Evelyn May, 
born December 6, 1929 at Elva, married William 
Coleman of Waskada (see William Coleman histo
ry). 

Beatrice Viola (June) was born January 27, 1931 
at Elva and married Richard Smith of Winnipeg on 
October 12, 1957 in Winnipeg. They have two daugh
ters, Debra June, born January 30, 1962 and Sandra 
Dawn, born July 13, 1968. Richard works in the 
C.P.R. shops. 

Olive Ramona, was born November 11, 1932 at 
Elva and received her education at both Elva and 
Melita. She married Ernie Romas of Oak Bank on 
July 12, 1957 in Winnipeg. Ernie works with the 
C.N.R. They have four sons, Shawn James, born 
September 26, 1958, married to Jill Selver July 4, 
1981, Sheldon Ernest, born June 10, 1962, Brett 
Michael born October 13, 1966, and Burke Andrew, 
born July 22, 1974. 

James Finlay was born October 22, 1934 at De
loraine and is married to Loraine Peary of Winnipeg. 
They married on February 3, 1962. They have four 
sons, Steven Albert James, born January 6, 1963; 
Kevin William, born March 23, 1965; Trevor James 
Finlay, born August 13, 1969; and Bradley Craig, 
born April 19, 1972. They are living in Winnipeg 
where Jim is a mechanic. 

Raymond Earl was born at Elva on December 1, 
1935 and married Marilyn Innes of Elva on January 
7, 1956 in Deloraine. Earl and Marilyn have two 
daughters, Susan Dawn, born August 12, 1956, and 
is married to Randy Mack of Stoughton, Saskatche
wan. They have a daughter MARALEE CHRISTINA. 
Malanie Ann was born December 4, 1964. A son 
Raymond James, born December 26, 1959 and a 
daughter, Mary Lynn, born May 3, 1970, are de
ceased and buried at Melita. Earl and Marilyn are 

L.-R.: Brent. Beatrice. Jim. Evelyn. Earl. Ramona (1954) (in
sert) James and Lila McRae. 



living in Stoughton, Saskatchewan and have the Shoe 
Repair Business and Sears Agency. Marilyn also 
upholsters furniture. 

Beverley Brent was born at Elva on January 11, 
1939 and married Doreen Renwick of Coulter on 
August 4, 1962. They own the I.G .A. Store in Pilot 
Mound and their children are Lori Maureen born 
December 27, 1968; Daryl Brent, born September 
21, 1971; and Karen Doreen, born May 2, 1973. 

When Jim was small his family belonged to the 
Presbyterian Church and they eventually joined the 
Baptist, later United. He was especially fond of mu
sic. Lila helped start the Rebekah Lodge in Elva and 
Jim had joined then too. He lived all of his life at Elva 
and passed away April 25, 1961. Since then Lila has 
lived in Winnipeg. 

McRae, Donald Lewis 
Don was the youngest son of Finlay and Julia 

McRae. Don received all his schooling at Elva except 
two winters spent in Winnipeg and was very active in 
sports, especially pole vaulting and baseball. He 
worked on farms for Tom Cuthbert, Erroll Cuthbert, 
Dave Gillander and Jim Gillander. In 1942 he mar
ried Dorothy Christianson and farmed one half mile 
west of Elva. Three children were born to this union. 

Reginald Alexander, born January 1944. Reg 
received his schooling at Ashcroft and Mission City, 
British Columbia. He took his Psychiatric and Regis
tered Nurse training in Brandon, took an Administra
tive Course at Saskatoon, Saskatchewan and is now 
married to Donna Gammack of Brandon. They have 
two children , Jeffrey and Robin and Reg is the admin
istrator of the hospitals at Whitecourt and Fox Creek, 
Alberta. 

Connie Louise was born December 1945 and 
received her education at Mission City, British Co
lumbia, Elva and Pierson, Manitoba. Connie worked 
for Mrs. Noreen Craven of Pierson and at MacLeods 
in Melita and is now married to Larry Renwick of 
Coulter. They live on a farm and have six children, 
David, William, Donald, Steven, Gerald and Debra. 

Finlay Archibald was born November 1947 and 
received his schooling at Mission City, British Co
lumbia, Elva and Pierson Manitoba, and Brandon 
University. Finlay took his Psychiatric training in 
Brandon. He worked at the Brandon Mental Hospi
tal, Parks Branch at Brandon and is now with Parks 
Branch at Whitehorse, Yukon. He married Sharon 
Young of Geraldton, Ontario and has one son 
Bradley. 

In 1950 Don, Dorothy and family moved to Ash
croft, British Columbia for one year and then to 
Mission City, British Columbia where Don was em
ployed with Buckerfield Feed Mills, Government, 
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Reg, Don, Finlay, Dorothy, Connie McRae at Don and Doro
thy's 25th Anniversary. 

and City Jobs, but due to poor health returned to Elva 
in 1960 and purchased the store at Elva where Doro
thy became postmistress. Don worked for a couple of 
years with Anglo Oil of Melita, and dabbled a bit in 
farming besides, but failing health curtailed Don's 
activities and he passed away in April 1974 after a 
lengthy illness. Dorothy continued on with the store 
and post office until 1980. Dorothy is now Mrs. 
Albert Pratt and resides on a farm at Elva. 

McRae, Roderick J. 
RODERICK 1. McRAE (RORIE) was born near 

Glen Norman, Glengarry County Ontario in 1855. 
At that time the residents of Glengarry County were 
mainly Gaelic speaking Scottish people who had 
come from Scotland and settled on the north shore of 
the S1. Lawrence River just west of the Quebec 
border. He did not learn to speak English until he 
started to schooL 

Immediately after attending public school he be
came an apprentice in the carriage making trade, 
which was an important industry at that time. When 
he completed his apprenticeship he joined many oth
ers from that section of Ontario in the migration to the 
western parts of Canada. He came to Winnipeg in 
l882. Actually St. Boniface was as far as they could 
go by rail when he arrived, because the rail bridge 
across the Red River was not completed till that year, 
although the tracks were laid for some distance west 
of the river. 

His first job was as a repair man on equipment 



used in hauling supplies for a railroad contractor, 1. 
D. McArthur, whom he had known in Ontario. This 
contract involved making the rock cuts for the C.P.R. 
right of way near Kenora, Ontario. This was the time 
of what was known as the Winnipeg boom. Settlers 
were pouring into the west following the railroad. 
Many came from eastern Canada but there were also 
many from Britain and Europe. The sale of lots to 
speculators in Winnipeg was in full swing at that time 
and also in other areas in the west that looked like 
sites for cities and towns along the main line of the 
C.P.R. 

In 1887 Rorie moved to Brandon and the follow
ing six years he worked for the firm of McKenzie & 
Russell who operated a carriage building firm on 
sixth street. 

Rorie had an older brother Duncan and a married 
sister Mrs. Donald McCuaig who had homesteaded 
north of the present site of Melita before the building 
of the Brandon to Estevan line. No doubt this influ
enced him in moving to Melita in 1893 when rail 
service was established. He formed a partnership 
with a blacksmith, Mr. Sandy Ross and they opened a 
two storey blacksmith and carriage making shop at 
the corner of Summit and Main Street where the 
curling rink now stands. At that time they expected 
that the main business section would be built at the 
top of the hill. When most of the business places were 
built on the slope of the hill closer to the railroad, 
they moved their building to the comer of Front and 
Ash Streets. This building continued to be used as a 
blacksmith shop by Mr. Angus Fraser into the late 
1930s when it was tom down to make way for Mr. 
James Kennedy's Implement business. 

The partnership of McRae and Ross carried on 
successfully till about 1898. Rorie decided that he 
would like to go farming and Sandy Ross wanted to 
move further west. The partnership was dissolved. 
Sandy Ross moved to Nanton Alberta where he oper
ated a blacksmith shop till he retired. Rorie pur
chased three quarters of section 23-2-27 from the 
C.P.R. which was on the south side of the Commis
sion Trail and just east of the Sourisford Crossing. 
This was raw prairie at that time. It was expected that 
a railway to serve the southern district would be 
continued west from Deloraine, along the Commis
sion Trail and cross the river at Sourisford. In fact 
part of section 26-2-27 and section 27 east of the river 
had been surveyed as a townsite to be known as 
Souriapolis. But as happened so often in those years 
the railroad did not follow the expected course. The 
line was placed further south and came through 
where Coulter was later established. This placed his 
farm about twelve miles south of Melita, and while 
not far north of Coulter as the crow flies but because 
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of the river, the road to Coulter was quite a distance 
for travel with horses. Mainly because of the distance 
from town and markets he decided to sell this farm. 
Mr. R. E. Moore purchased it in 1902. This was a 
good farm and he always valued highly the friends 
and neighbors he had while farming there and the 
pioneer experiences they shared. The families most 
often mentioned were the Olivers, John and George 
Robson, John Kains, William Heath, George Yeo, 
John Williams. 

Following the sale of this farm he moved to 
Melita and was involved in some businesses there, 
including dealing in horses. In 1905 he purchased 
three quarter sections about three and one half miles 
south of town. He rented this land for several years to 
Mr. Robert Morrice and continued to live in Melita. 

In 1908 he married MISS C. 1. McGREGOR 
from his home area in Ontario. They had two sons, 
JOHN and DONALD. 

During these years when the town was being 
established and businesses were being started, he 
invested in several of these. It was not that these 
pioneers hoped to gain vast fortunes from these ven
tures, although they hoped they would be successful. 
These were mainly services that were needed for the 
district and this was the best way at the time to 
acquire them. Among these projects were the Farm
er's Elevator and the Melita Flour Mill. It was at this 
time, 1919 or 1920, that the Town of Melita installed 
the first electric light plant to provide electric power 
for the town. The large generators were installed in 
the mill engine room and they were powered by the 
mill steam engines that formerly supplied power for 
the milling machinery. A large storage battery was 
charged at night when the generators were running 
and this battery supplied the daytime power, as there 
were hardly any electric appliances used at that time 
and electric light was seldom used in daytime. An~ 
other business venture that Rorie took part in was The 
Bon Marche Store. This was a men's clothing store 
that had been established by Mr. Jack Lewis and a Mr. 
Williams. Eventually he took over the store and Jack 
Lewis continued as manager for a number of years. 
Shortly after Mr. Lewis left to go farming. Rorie 
disposed of the stock on hand and closed the busi
ness. 

During these years both he and Mrs. McRae were 
active in community affairs. He served eight years on 
the town council, served many years on the board of 
managers of the Presbyterian Church and enjoyed 
curling. Mrs. McRae was also active in the Ladies 
Aid and the Presbyterian Church W.M.S. and was 
presented with a life membership. She was also ac
tive in the work of the Red Cross, particularly during 
the years of the first World War. 



In 1925 the family moved to the farm south of 
town, where they engaged in mixed farming, with 
horses as the motive power. Duram wheat was intro
duced about that time as it was rust resistant. The old 
Marquis wheat which had established Western Cana
da as a source of high quality milling wheat had to be 
discontinued because it was so subject to rust that 
yields were reduced to practically nothing. 

During the summer of 1929 Rorie became ill. He 
died of cancer November 15, 1929. 

Following his death Mrs. McRae and John car
ried on with the farm. This was the drought and 
depression years when hardly any grain or livestock 
feed could be grown. Finally in 1934 like nearly all 
the farmers in the area, they had to ship out the 
livestock. John took his to Dauphin and after they 
had been on good pasture there for a few months, he 
disposed of them by auction. The family then moved 
to Daysland Alberta where Mrs. McRae became 
housekeeper for a bachelor brother. John worked on 
his uncle's farm and Donald worked for a milling 
company and in 1935 obtained ajob as a grain buyer 
for the U.G.G. at Chauvin, Alberta. He continued 
with the U. G. G. with the exception of the war years 
1939 to 1945 when he served in the army with the 
artillery. While in the army he attained the rank of 
Lieutenant. Following the war he returned to the 
U. G. G. where he served in several positions over the 
years. His last position was manager of the British 
Columbia operations which included the terminal 
elevator and grain sales. He is now retired. 

John returned to the Melita farm in July of 1935 to 
summerfallow the land for cropping in 1936 as it 
looked as though weather conditions were returning 
to normal, although the grain that was sown in 1935 
was almost totally destroyed by rust. Mrs. McRae 
returned to Melita in 1936 and prosperity gradually 
returned to this section of Manitoba, when several 
good crop years were experienced. Mrs. McRae con
tinued on the farm until 1964 when she died at the 
advanced age of ninety one and one half years. 

The McRaes with the other pioneers of that era 
witnessed the transformation of this area from raw 
prairie to thriving community. 

During their lifetime they saw great strides made 
with the coming of the motor car, air travel, high
ways, radio, and telephone, the local hospitals and 
electrical energy supplied to homes and the many 
improvements to living conditions in a rural area that 
electricity brought, also the shift to mechanized 
farming. 

But above all they valued the friendships that 
were built up over the years and the experiences that 
were shared with others in the good and bad experi
ences of the pioneers in building a community. 
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Neff, Delmar 
DELMAR is the eldest son of Wilfred and 

Madeline Neff of Melita, Fertile and now Alida, 
Saskatchewan. 

Delmar Wayne Michael Neff was born on August 
3, 1938 at Tilston, and spent his early years in the 
Tilston, Melita and Fertile, Saskatchewan area. He 
worked as a mechanic for John McKinney and then 
Frank Warsaba in Melita, before going into business 
for himself in a garage on Front Street in June 1969. 
From here he went to East Main in 1976 and worked 
for Acklands. In 1979 he purchased the former Quick 
Freeze building and now operates Neff's Auto Sup
ply, retail-wholesale as a franchised Bumper to 
Bumper dealer. 

JOYCE (daughter of Jim and Lillian Yeo) and 
Delmar were married in Melita on July 31,1966, and 
have a family of three: YOLANDA, September 3, 
1969; CORY, May 24, 1974; and QUENTIN, 
March 26, 1976. MARTIN KENNETH (MARTY) 
first child, passed away on August 4, 1968. 

Nelson, Andrew 
ANDREW NELSON was born February 12, 

1893 in Hendrum, Minnesota, USA. 
CHRISTINA COLBOURNE was born Novem

ber 23, 1901, in Wyvern, Nova Scotia. 
At the age of 20 years, Andrew came to Canada 

in 1913. He homesteaded in Gladmar, Saskatchewan, 
and farmed there until 1921, when he sold the farm, 
and moved to Ceylon. In 1928 Andrew and Christina 
were married. 

Two children, HELEN and DONALD were born 
in Ceylon. Depression struck in 1929, while they 
were farming here, and in Radville. 

Christine and Andrew Nelson. Front: Helen and Audrey (in
sert) Don. 



In 1937, the family moved to the Peninsula dis
trict to the Tom Davey's farm. 

AUDREY was born in 1939. In 1943 they bought 
the George Yeo farm, then owned by Tom Davey. 
They farmed here until 1955, when they moved to 
Melita. They their son, Donald, took over the farm. 
Donald passed away November 1956. They sold the 
farm to Len Gardner. 

Andrew and Christina worked 12 years at the 
Melita Curling Rink in the winter and the golf course 
in the summer. The Melita Lodge opened, and being 
of age but yet active, they moved into the Lodge. 
They looked after it for a few years. 

They celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary 
October 27, 1978. They still reside in the Melita 
Lodge. 

They have nine grandchildren and three great
grandchildren. I, Helen was born July 28, 1929 in 
Ceylon, Saskatchewan. I attended Radville School 
for two years, and then Peninsula School. I remem
ber how welcome our new neighbours made us feel, 
and we had many good times with all of them. I often 
think of how the people in the district cared for each 
other, like one big family. My brother, Don, also 
went to the Peninsula School. I fondly remember the 
Field Days and the Christmas Concerts that we pre
pared so diligently for each year. 

After completing Grade VIII here, I went into 
Melita to take the high school grades. I stayed with 
the Frank Bucks' and the Resby Coutts' during this 
time. While staying with the Coutts family, World 
War II came to an end, and what happiness! 

I went on to the Success College in Winnipeg 
after completing high school, taking secretarial and 
bookkeeping courses. I lived with the Harry Sures 
family while going to college. 

I started working at the head office of the Domin
ion Bank in Winnipeg as a secretary in 1948. The 
following year I married Fernand Lavoie, of Win
nipeg, whom I had met in college. 

In 1950 we moved to Gardena, California, and 
lived there until 1973, when we moved to San Diego, 
where Fernand took a position as Controller of the 
San Diego Sports Arena. We bought a home in the 
San Carlos area. 

Our five children were all born in the Gardena 
area. Michelle was born in 1950, married Douglas 
Lovetro, and now lives in Fountain Valley, Califor
nia. They have two daughters, Gina and Danelle, 
ages ten and six. Patrice, born in 1953, married to 
Richard Cope, lives in Lakewood, California and has 
a daughter, Jamie, who is two years old. 

Renee was born in 1954, is not married, and she 
lives in Lakewood, California. She is an Administra
tive Assistant for Hi Lite Manufacturing Company. 
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Paul was born in 1965, and attends Patrick Henry 
School in San Diego. 
Marc born in 1968, goes to Lewis Junior High 
School in San Diego. 

Audrey, Andrew and Christina's youngest daugh
ter, was born March 6, 1939 at Mrs. Hardy Forsyth's 
nursing home in Melita. 

Before the hydro came, we had an ice well on our 
farm. Mother and Dad would phone our neighbours 
to come over for an ice cream party. How I loved that! 
I did not even mind turning the handle on the ice 
cream maker. We would play ball, and other games 
before the party. 

We lived three miles from the Peninsula School. I 
travelled by bicycle in the summer and by horse in 
the winter. I took up to Grade IX at this school, and 
then completed this grade by correspondence. After 
this, I went to Melita High School and stayed with 
Mr. and Mrs. Rolly Ramsey until Dad bought a home 
from the Ramsey's and moved into Melita. I con
tinued school, then worked at the Royal Bank of 
Canada. 

I married Murray McArthur of Waskada, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Duncan McArthur, on October 19, 
1957. We have four children. 

Kevin, born March 17, 1960 lived in Brandon. 
He graduated from Psychiatric Nursing in August 
1982. 

Calvin, born April 23, 1962, graduated from 
agriCUlture in April, 1982. 

Todd, born May 29, 1965, lives at St. Amant in 
Winnipeg. 

Nadine, born October 15,1968, goes to school in 
Waskada. We live on a farm 4-1-24 in the Goodlands 
area. 

Editors note: Christina Nelson passed away 
March 18, 1983. 

Nichols, Graham 
by Nina Hewitt 

Our dad GRAHAM (JACK) came to Canada 
from England in 1910. In 1912 he sent for our mother 
to come and they were married at Stoughton, Sas
katchewan in 1912. Life in Canada was very different 
than in England and they had many years of hard
ships and problems. 

Of this marriage, five children were born: NINA, 
STANLEY, ALBERT, ROSE and EMILY. The 
years during the depression were hard for all. Dad 
decided to move and look for something better so we 
settled at Melita on August 6, 1937. What a different 
looking countryside than what we had left! 

I, Nina married John Hewitt of Tribune, Sas
katchewan. We lived there until John went into the 
army and finally overseas. On his return we bought a 



farm north of Melita. Later we moved to Boissevain 
where we still reside. We have three children: Joan 
married Andy Szucs of Winnipeg and they have three 
children; Barbara is Mrs. Arnold and has one little 
girl; and Norman is single and lives at Brooks, 
Alberta. 

Stanley enlisted, went overseas and was killed at 
Caen, France on July 25, 1944. He is buried there. 

Albert (Bud) is single and farms north of Melita. 
Rose married Tom Junk of Auburnton, Saskatch

ewan and they have six children. 
Emily married Gamet Stanley of Estevan, Sas

katchewan. They have seven children and live at 
Enderby, British Columbia. 

Dad passed away in 1956 and Mother in 1970. 
They are buried in the Melita Cemetery. 

Nicholls, John 
JOHN NICHOLLS was the son of Richard and 

Martha Nicholls. His parents were born in Cornwall, 
England. After their marriage they moved to Bruce 
Mines, Ontario where John was born in 1870, and his 
brother Alvin in 1880. Later the family moved to Port 
Arthur, Ontario where Richard Nicholls became the 
Chief of Police. John leamed the butcher trade but his 
father encouraged him to go west because home
steads were opening up. He came to Manitoba and 
worked for Andrew Sinclair on Andrew's sister, CA
THARINE SINCLAIR, whom he later married. An
drew and Catharine's parents were Peter Sinclair 
(1835-1892) and Amy Cornell (1842-1914). Peter was 
Scottish and Amy Irish. Peter came from Scotland as 
a young man and settled in Ontario, a carpenter by 
trade. He married Amy Cornell in 1860. They had a 

John Nicholls. L.-A., Back: Herbert, Estella, Elsie. Second 
Row: Eunice. Wilna. Front: Elizabeth, Ethel (1911). 
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family of five sons, Andrew, David, Cedric, Daniel 
and Nelson, and seven daughters, Sarah, Ella, 
Melinda, Elizabeth, Catharine, Amy and Letitia. 

John's father arranged a quarter section home
stead for John on 1-4-28 which is seven miles west of 
Melita. He supplied him with a team of horses and a 
walking plough. It was with these that he ploughed 
prairie sod with which he built a sod house. This 
became the home for his young bride, Catherine. She 
was born at Muskoka, Ontario in 1875. A few years 
later the sod house was replaced with one of lumber. 
It was on this farm they reared four sons, HER
BERT, ALVIN, CLARENCE and ELLWOOD, 
and six daughters, ESTELLA, ELSIE, WILNA, 
EUNICE, ELIZABETH and ETHEL. The family 
attended Belfrey School which was about three miles 
from the farm. They walked in the summer. Most of 
the winter their eldest son, Herbert, got a ride with a 
neighbour while the others remained at home. When 
Herbert was able to drive, the children rode in a 
jumper (a homemade sleigh) drawn by a pony. There 
were times during the spring thaw when the pony got 
off the solid track and would go down belly-deep in 
the snow. Then the children had to unhitch the pony 
and while one child pulled on the pony the rest 
worked to get the sleigh back on the road. 

It was a hardship to keep the children warm, fed 
and clothed. The home was heated with the cook 
stove. Coal had to be drawn from Melita, often in a 
blizzard. Often the fires burned low and the family 
found ice in the basin and water pail in the morning. 
The floors were made of wood built on the ground 
and were cold. Homemade blankets kept the family 
warm at night. Beds were made of wood with straw 
ticks for mattresses. The mother baked bread, cakes, 
etc. and grew vegetables to feed the family. They 
raised fowl, pigs, cattle and horses. The children's 
clothes were mostly homemade. Often before Christ
mas, John's parents sent a large box of clothes, shoes 
and canned goods for the family. On a moonlit night 
in the winter the family sometimes piled in a two
horse "bob" sleigh and wentto the neighbours. John 
loved to play the organ and sing, and the neighbours 
said he was the life of the party. Everyone would sing 
familiar songs. For refreshments the hostess gave 
each adult a knife and an apple. The apples were 
bought by the barrel. During the evening such games 
as Musical Chairs, Whirl-the-Pie-Plate and Buttony
Button were played. 

About 1917 a new kitchen and bedroom were 
added to the farm house. Soon the older members left 
home to find work. At the time transportation con
sisted of a horse and buggy in summer and a horse 
and sleigh in winter. It was not until the mid-thirties 
that the family purchased their first car, a "Pontiac". 



About this time John suffered from ragweed poison
ing. He doctored unsuccessfully and the doctor ad
vised him to move to a more moist climate. He and 
Catharine moved to Sudbury, Ontario where their 
daughter Elsie and son Clarence had moved pre
viously. They made their home with Clarence. It was 
here that Catharine died and was buried in 1946. In 
the autumn of 1949 John visited Manitoba. He 
stopped in Winnipeg and visited his daughter Estella 
and son-in-law, ALBERf BIRD and then went to 
visit other family members in the Melita Pierson 
district. He became ill while visiting his son Ellwood 
and daughter-in-law EMILY and passed away in their 
home. His body was returned to Sudbury for burial. 

Estella married Albert Bird on January 23,1917. 
(See Albert Bird history) 

L·R., Back: Estella Bird holding Bertha, John Nichols and wife 
Catherine, Albert Bird, Eunice Nichols. Front: Ellwood and 
Clarence Nichols (1918). 

Elsie was born November 27, 1898. She re
mained single and went to Ontario in 1937 and re
mained there until her death on July 15, 1970 at 
Copper Cliff, Ontario. She was buried at Sudbury. 

Wilna married Thomas Hammel, a farmer in the 
Pierson district and she passed away in August 1925. 
She is buried at Pierson. Thomas died in 1948. 

Eunice married Leonard MacIntyre in December 
1920 and they lived at Gainsborough, Saskatchewan 
moving then to Chatham, Ontario. They had one son 
Sammy. Eunice passed away in March 1922. 
Leonard and Sammy moved to Detroit where 
Leonard still lives. Sammy married Janice Bills and 
has a family of four girls. They live at St. Clair 
Shores, Michigan. 

Elizabeth married ART JONES (1888) who 
came to Melita from Wales in 1911. They farmed in 
Belfry District until they moved to Sudbury, Ontario 
in the late 1930's. Art passed away in 1951 and is 
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buried in Melita. Elizabeth remarried Fred Rushton 
(1889) and lived at Beeton, Ontario. Fred passed 
away in 1967 and is buried in Sudbury. Elizabeth 
lived in a care home in Beeton, Ontario. Art had one 
daughter Katie by a previous marriage. Katie mar
ried Jim Husband and lives at Armstrong, British 
Columbia. They have four boys. 

Ethel married Tom Coates. (See Coates history) 
Clarence moved to Sudbury in 1940 and married 

Ruby MacCausland. Ruby passed away in 1973. 
Clarence worked in the mines until his retirement in 
1974. Clarence remarried to Yvonne Jette and they 
have retired from Shead, Ontario, to Garson, On
tario. 

Herbert served in World War I overseas. On his 
return, he moved to a farm in Edward NE 11-4-28. He 
married Emma Sommers on December 15, 1925. 
Herbert passed away on October 3, 1943. They had 
two children Cathrine and Mervin. Cathrine mar
ried Gordon McMillan. Gordon passed away May 
27, 1970. They had two daughters Shirley and 
Darlene. Shirley married Ray Morphy on February 
14, 1970 and live in Regina and have two children 
DEREK and ANDREA. Darlene married Gene Bird a 
farmer in the Elva district, on February 12,1972 and 
they have two children, Cory and Tracy. Mervin 
married Mae Fewings on December 26, 1950. They 
have two children Patte and Greig. Patte married Ray 
Cabel and live in Winnipeg and have one daugh
ter, Patricia. Greig married Linda Kontzie of 
Waskada and live in Pierson. Mervin and Greig oper
ated Nicholls Farm Equipment at Pierson, Manitoba. 

Alvin (1909-1910) died six days short of his first 
birthday with what was known as "summer com
plaint" or dysentery. 

Nichols, Ellwood (Hap) 
ELLWOOD married EMILY SHANNON in 

October 1938, daughter of Mrs. and the late William 
Shannon of Elva. They farmed in the Belfry district 
until 1945 when they moved to the Elva District and 
are still farming on SE 32-3-27. They have three 
children Joyce, Gloria and Bill. They all attended 
Belfry and Elva schools, and Gloria and Bill in 
Pierson as well. 

Joyce married Bill Harmon in January 1960, son 
of Mrs. and the late William Harmon of the Brown 
district. (See Harmon history) Gloria married John 
Higgins in April 1966 son of the late Mr. and Mrs. 
Gordon Higgins of Decker. They live at Shilo where 
John is employed as a water maintenance operator at 
the base. They have two boys, Michael and Darren. 

Nichols, Bill 
Bill the youngest of three children, took his grade 



one education at Belfry School and then moved to 
Elva until Grade VIII. He finished his schooling at 
Pierson. 

He married DONNA LEE, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Murray Lee of Pierson in 1969 and they resided 
on Bill's father's farm where he and his father farmed 
together. Bill also worked at Melita Auction Mart 
and Highways Department. They have two children, 
TINA born in 1971 and TIM born in 1973. Bill 
farmed with his father until 1980 when he joined the 
United Grain Growers Company in Melita. In 1981 
he was tranferred to Medora. Donna was employed at 
the Virden Credit Union, Melita branch. In 1982, 
Bill was transferred to Elie where the family now 
reside. 

Nield, Andy 
ANDY NIELD was born in 1920 in the An

gusville district. He graduated from high school in 
1935 and worked in the Royal Bank in Russell, Bin
scarth, Shoal Lake and Rapid City. In 1939, he 
enlisted in the army and served with the Sixth Field 
Regiment RCA in the Second Division until the end 
of the war. He resumed his banking career for one 
year by working in the Credit Union in Birtle in 1946. 

He married DORIS LONE from Mowbray, Man
itoba that same year. ROB and RAY were born in 
1946 in Birtle. The beginning of the Nield Ford 
dealership was in Elgin on January 1, 1947. BEV was 
born in 1950 and the family moved to Melita on 
March 1,1954. This dealership was bought from Ted 
Wilson and became Nield Bros. Ltd. (operated by 
Andy, Bert and Al Nield). The house presently 
owned by Mel Davis was the family residence at that 
time. DOUG was born in 1954 and then the family 
moved to Virden in February 1955 leaving the Nield 
Bros. business operated by Al Nield. The youngest 
son, RON, was born in Virden in 1956. 

Nield Bros. Ltd. changed ownership in 1967 and 
became Melita Motors. 

In 1977, Rob, Penny, Jaret and Ryan Nield moved 
to Melita. Rob shared a partnership with Mel Davis. 
The twins, Ryan and Jaret, who were born in 1972 in 
Winnipeg, started kindergarten in Melita. In the five 
years since Rob and Penny have lived in Melita they 
have been active in the community through; Cham
ber of Commerce, Kinsmen, Kinettes, Legion and 
Parent Council. 

Northam, John 
JOHN, the sixth son of John and Ada Northam, 

was born in 1903 on the homestead 30-14-19,8 miles 
north of Rapid City, Manitoba in the McBride dis
trict. He was educated at McBride School and the 
Manitoba Agriculture College, where he took a 
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course in Dairying, class of 1928. He worked as a 
government cream grader for fourteen years. In 1941 
he joined Canada Packers Creamery at Meltia as 
buttermaker. He later managed the Creamery until 
his retirement in 1969. While buttermaker at Melita, 
he won many prizes and trophies at different Cana
dian Exhibitions. In 1950 his butter won the trophy 
for the highest scoring butter at the Toronto Royal in 
All Canadian Competition. 

John held offices in Oriental Masonic Lodge of 
which he was District Deputy President in 1970, also 
the I.o.o.E Lodge and Melita Chapter #34, Order 
of the Eastern Star. He was active in the community 
of Melita, serving on the Town Council and School 
Board, he served as Church Warden, and on the 
vestry of Christ Anglican Church. He was also a 
Wireless instructor with the Air Cadets during World 
War II, a member of the Air Cadet League for 25 
years and also was President of the South West 
Hockey Club. 

John married NORA BUSBY of Rapid City, 
Manitoba, on April 27, 1933 in St. Thomas' An
glican Church, Rapid City, Manitoba. She was born 
in England and emigrated to Canada with her par
ents, the late Mr. and Mrs. E. Busby, in 1912. 

Since coming to Melita, she has been active in 
many local organizations, Christ Church W. A. , 
Choir and Sunday School, Rebekah Lodge, of which 
she is a 55 year member, first joining Deborah Re
bekah Lodge at Rapid City and continuing member
ship in Golden Link Lodge at Melita. She is also an 
active member of Melita Chapter #34, Order of the 
Eastern Star. 

John arrived in Melita on December 2, 1941; 
Nora joined him in residence on August 4, 1942. At 
that time, vacant houses were hard to find in Melita, 
so it was a matter of waiting until one was available. 

John and Nora raised a family of six, three boys 

Jack and Nora Northam's 40th Anniversary. L.-A., Back: 
Bryon, Marion, Nonie, Harry. Seated: Ted, Jack, Nora and 
Jacquie (1973). 



and three girls, the three youngest were born in 
Melita. 

PHENONA MARILYN (NONIE) born Febru
ary 6, 1934 at Rapid City. She married John T. 
Helgason of Victoria, British Columbia on August 5, 
1961. They have a family of four: two sons, David 
John Trantor, born March 25, 1964, Jeffery 
Robert Phillip, born June 24, 1965, twin daughters 
Shauna Laurie and Lisa Sue, born April 18, 1968. 
They reside in Victoria, British Columbia. Nonie is a 
practical nurse in Gorge Hospital in Victoria. Since 
retiring from the Navy, John is a Senior Councillor 
for the Addiction Rehabilitation Programme with the 
federal government Esquimalt, British Columbia. 

MARION EDITH was born December 2, 1938 
in Minnedosa, Manitoba. She married Alan L. Wal
ton of Calgary, Alberta on April 17 , 1965. They have 
two daughters: Nancy Jane, born February 20, 1968 
and Andrea Leigh, born January 24, 1971. They 
reside in Richmond, British Columbia. Alan is a 
manufacturers agent and Marion is an accountant 
with the Bank of Nova Scotia. 

BRYON ERNEST JOHN was born November 
18, 1940 at Rapid City, Manitoba. He married the 
former Sandra Warren of Moncton, New Brunswick 
on July 10,1974, in Victoria, British Columbia. They 
have one son, John Warren, born October 26, 1978. 
They reside in Richmond, British Columbia. Bryon 
worked in the Men's Clothing department of the. 
"Bay" in Winnipeg for several years before moving 
to Calgary where he was employed with Don For
esters Mens' Wear. Later he joined "Couvelier Fash
ions" in Victoria, British Columbia. He is now a 
manufacturers agent. Sandra is a school teacher at 
present in Surrey, British Columbia. 

WILLIAM HARRY was born in Melita, May 
19, 1946. He married the former ARLENE 
GRIFFITH of Melita on August 15, 1970. They 
have one son, Michael Harry, born September 2, 
1979. They reside in Winnipeg. Harry is an Insur
ance Underwriter in Winnipeg. Arlene is a secretary 
for Eatons' , Ladies Fashion department. 

THOMAS EDWARD (TED) born in Melita on 
July 23,1948. He married the former Ruth Unrau of 
Margaret, Manitoba. Their marriage took place in 
the Peace Gardens Chapel on May 5, 1973. They 
reside in Winnipeg. They have one son, Thomas 
John Jacob born April 16, 1982. Ted is District 
Manager, Systemedia Division, National Cash Reg
ister Canada Ltd. Ruth is a school teacher. 

JACQUELIN NORA (JACQUIE) was born in 
Melita on October 31, 1949. She married John 
Gillespie of Guelph, Ontario on July 30, 1971 in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. They have two sons, Bryon 
John, born July 15, 1973, and Colin Andrew born 
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December 19, 1977 and one daughter, Nora Con
stance, born June 26, 1982. John is with the London 
Free Press. Jacquie is unemployed at present. She 
took a Commercial Art course in Brandon, then 
secured employment in Winnipeg where she met 
John, who was with the Winnipeg Free Press. In 
London, she took a course at Fanshaw Art School of 
Fine Art. She joined an art gallery and held her own 
art show in 1981. She still pursues her interest in Art. 

The family attended Melita public and high 
schools, took part in all the many activities of school 
life, sports, etc. also Church and Sunday School, and 
various youth organizations. They look forward to 
returning "Home" for Melita Centennial in 1984. 

During the years that John was employed as a 
Government Cream Grader, the Northams moved 
from Creamery to Creamery in the Province 32 times 
in ten years, so it was with a great deal of joy that they 
came to live in Melita, to stay in one place perma
nently, for the past 40 years. 

John Northam passed away suddenly on Novem
ber 7, 1980 and was laid to rest in the family plot in 
the cemetery at Rapid City, Manitoba which was his 
wish. 

The Northams have lived at 75 Ash Street for 34 
years. The house has undergone many changes in
side and out during those years. It was formerly 
known as the "Grandma Hannah" Home. We are 
told that the original house was brought out from 
Ontario by rail and located on a farm near Melita, 
then later it was moved to its present location. 

Nuttall, Harry 
HARRY NUTTALL was born on June 3,1891 at 

Baxenden, Lancashire England. He emigrated to 
Canada in March 1913, to work for Walter Seed in the 
Broornhill, Reston area. NANCY NUTTALL (no 
relation) was born on December 12, 1885 at Bax
enden, Lancashire, England, and emigrated in 
March 1914. They were married April 2, 1914 at the 
farm house of Walter Seed. They farmed in the 
Broornhill and Ewart districts, moving to SE 33-5-27 
in the Huston district around 1926. In early 1944, 
they sold out and moved to British Columbia where 
he worked in the Pitt Meadows area until late sum
mer. Returning to Manitoba, Harry purchased 
33-3-27 in Arthur Municipality from Dave Lamont 
in September 1944. They farmed until July 1953, 
when they retired to Melita, building a new house on 
Ash Street (now #32 owned by Ross McNish). Nan
cy passed away on March 9,1961 and Harry on June 
9, 1964. 

They raised a family of three sons. 
JAMES ALFRED (1917) worked as a farm la

bourer, prior to serving in the air force. After his 



Harry Nuttall family. L.-R.: Clarence, Harry, Alfred, Nancy and 
Walter about 1945. 

discharge, he worked for Ashdown's Hardware, theT'. 
for the C.N.R. and Via Rail. He married Grace 
McClellan of Winnipeg in June 1945 and they still 
live in Winnipeg. They have two daughters, Jan 
(1947) married Grant Thiessen (Lowe Farm) and they 
live in Winnipeg with their son, Ryan, and daughter, 
Christy. Nancy (1949) married Dr. Richard Stan
wick and they also live in Winnipeg. 

VERNON WALTER (1920) worked briefly in 
Winnipeg, before serving four and a half years with 
the air force, mostly in England. On his return he 
finished his education at the University of Manitoba. 
He worked 30Yl years as a Horticulturalist at Mor
den, Ottawa and Harrow Research Stations, retiring 
in November, 1980. He was married in May, 1952 to 
Rae Bailey of Morden. They live in Kingsville, On
tario. They have two daughters. Patricia (1956) of 
Calgary, Alberta and Betty (1961) of Grand Prairie, 
Alberta. 

CLARENCE HARRY (1923) see separate his
tory. 

L.-R.: Mary, Ann, Lynn, Evelyn and Clarence Nuttall. 
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Nuttall, Clarence 
CLARENCE HARRY NUTTALL, youngest 

son of Harry and Nancy Nuttall was born on March 
16, 1923 on SW 28-5-27 in Albert Municipality. He 
moved with his parents and brothers to the SE 
33-5-27 around 1926 and following his education at 
Huston School, he worked with his father. When the 
family sold out in early 1944, he moved to the Pitt 
Meadows area of British Columbia where he was 
employed. On his return to Manitoba in late 1944, he 
served briefly with the army, then returned to farm 
with his father on 33-3-27 in Arthur Municipality. He 
continued farming when his father retired in 1953, 
and purchased the farm in August, 1955. 

Of interest is the fact that his first school teacher 
at Huston School was Dora Dunbar, who had helped 
her father, Pete Dunbar, plant the maple trees around 
the house on SE 33-3-27 when Dunbars owned the 
farm from 1905 to 1928. 

Clarence was married on July 18, 1953 to EVE
LYN STAMPER, (1933) of Killarney, Manitoba, 
who had taught at Belfry School during the 1952-53 
term. 

They had four daughters. Jane, born?n N~ve~
ber 10, 1955 lived only a few hours, and IS buned In 

Melita Cemetery. 
Carol Lynn was born on May 6, 1957. She 

attended the University of Manitoba, receiving her 
B.A. and Elementary Teaching certificate. She 
taught at Darlingford and Snowflake. She was mar
ried on July 18, 1981 to Ian Forrester of Emerson , and 
they farm in the Letellier area. 

Anne Marie was born on September 23, 1958. A 
graduate of Melita Collegiate, she joined the Royal 
Bank at Waskada in 1976, transferring to her current 
position in the Deloraine branch in 1980. She was 
married on July 10, 1982 to Duane Edwards of Delo
raine. 

Mary Diane was born on September 16, 1966 
and is at the time of writing (1982), a grade eleven 
student in Melita Collegiate. 

Oberlin, William 
WILLIAM and SARA (KELLOGG) came from 

Ancaster Wentworthy County, Ontario about 1888. 
They had a family of six: JOHN, EDD, SOPHIA 
(see Oxley history), CLARA (Charters), HATTIE 
(Grierson) and BERTHA. 

William Edward and John Kenneth came out west 
before their parents in 1886. Their histories will 
follow. 

William and Sara took a homestead on S. W. 
34-5-28. A big prairie fire almost burned them out. 
They moved to Melita in 1908. William passed away 
in 1912. Sara was with us until January 1923. 



John and Mary Oberlin's 50th Anniversary. 

Oberlin, John 
JOHN OBERLIN was the son of William and 

Sarah Oberlin. He was born December 13,1864. The 
family with six children came to Manitoba in the 
spring of 1889 arriving in Deloraine in a March 
blizzard. They trekked to the Broomhill District set
tling on S.W. 34-5-28 ("Manitoba history 1913"). 

In 1901 John Oberlin homesteaded S 22-5-28. On 
July 6, 1903 John Oberlin married MARY 
JEFFREY. John and Mary and Bessie and Edward 
were united in a double marriage ceremony. (See Edd 
Oberlin history for Mary's background.) 

In 1905 John and Mary purchased N 10-4-27 from 
A. D. Wheeler two and a half miles north west of 
Melita. They resided on their farm until 1936 when 
they retired to Melita. They were lovers of trees, 
shrubs and flowers and many beautified their farm 
home. Mr. Oberlin died in 1953 and Mrs. Oberlin in 
1944. 

The family consisted of Janet, Currie, Sadie, 
Roy, Isabelle and Tom. 

Janet Gibson Oberlin was born at Broomhill in 
1894. She obtained her schooling there until the 
family moved to Melita in 1905. When she had 
completed her schooling in Melita she worked in 
Mrs. Pryn's Millinery Shop. In 1918 she married Roy 
Davis of Napanee, Ontario, who passed away in 
1953. 

Jen, as she was known, worked as an assistant in 
the Post Office for 50 years. In 1957 she was awarded 
a 25 year pin at the Provincial Conference of 
Postmasters. 

Some of her many achievements were: a member 
of Victoria United Church; President of Legion Aux
iliary; a charter member of Golden Link Rebekah 
Lodge No.7 in 1909, she was presented with her 60 
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year pin in 1969; she was also a life member of Antler 
River Historical Society. 

Following retirement she married Alex Arnold of 
Nipawin, Saskatchewan who survives. (See Alex 
Arnold history). 

Sadie Oberlin married Jack Mutch of Melita in 
1921. They later moved to Transcona, Manitoba, 
where Jack was employed by the city works depart
ment. They had a family of three, Mary Fewer of 
Winnipeg, Catherine Scott and Jack Jr. Catherine 
and Ben Scott have a family of three, Kenneth, Cora 
and Roland. Jack Jr. married Alva Wilson of Sper
ling, Manitoba. They have two children, Shelly and 
Jack. Jack Mutch Jr. died at the early age of 50 in 
1978. 

The fifth member of the John Oberlin family 
Isabelle married Milton Dobbyn of Melita. (See 
Milton Dobbyn history) 

Oberlin, Currie 
Currie was a war veteran signing up in his late 

teens. He was badly gassed at Vimy Ridge which 
impaired his health greatly. He married Cathie 
Crawford in Scotland, whom he met during army 
leaves, with friends of his family. On returning to 
Melita, Currie had a small hardware shop but later 
accepted a government position as tax collector for 
the unorganized school districts in the north. They 
retired to Winnipeg and are deceased. Their family of 
three are Margaret Rutberg of Edmonton, ilia an 
R.N. deceased and Kenneth with the R.C.A.F. in 
Ottawa. 

Currie Oberlin 

Oberlin, Roy 
Roy Oberlin attended Melita Schools. Following 

high school he attended Agricultural College in Win
nipeg, later was stationed at Swan River. There he 
met Ann Urquart a Scottish stenographer. They were 
married at Swan River in 1924 and settled on 4-37-28 
in the little Woody District. Roy was deceased in 
1950 and Ann remained on the farm with the family 
of three boys. Walter, who married Lydia Olefry of 
Swan River and their three children Debra, Jackie 



and George reside on the family farm where Walter 
grows registered grains. 

Peter is a hydro manager stationed in Ninette area 
where he resides with wife Wilda Perkins of Saska
toon, an R.N. and their two children Sandra and 
John. Peter enjoys travelling and sports with his 
family. 

Kenneth, the youngest son of Ann and Roy 
Oberlin resides in Swan River and is an electrician. 
He married Margaret Stubbs of Bowsman. His fam
ily consists of Rhonda, Kevin and Ronald and niece 
Terry Lynn. All are still in school. Ann Oberlin died 
in 1980. 

Oberlin, Tom 
Tom Oberlin resided on the family farm north of 

Melita. He married Hazel Dale of Lauder in 1936, a 
former teacher of the area. Tom was interested in 
community affairs and very fond of sports. He was 
president of the Fanners' Curling Club, Game and 
Fish and local Agricultural Society. They retired to 
town in 1967 and in 1968 Tom passed away. Hazel 
continued to live in town and continued with compil
ing of "Melita's Tales and Trails" for the local 
Women's Institute. In 1982 she was chosen as one of 
the honored judges for Brandon's Centennial Fair. 

Oberlin, William Edward 
WILLIAM EDWARD and John Kenneth 

Oberlin came from Ancaster, Ontario in 1886 and 
Edd took N.W. 22-5-28, then in April 1888 took a 
pre-emption on S. W. 22-5-28 while John had the east 
half. They built a sad shanty. 

In 1888 Janet Jeffery with her daughters came 
from Lauderdale, Scotland, Elizabeth (Bessie) and 
Mary. Bessie worked in R. M. Graham's Hotel for a 
time. In 1893 on July 6, W. E. (Edd) Oberlin and 
BESSIE JEFFERY, 1. K. (John) Oberlin and Mary 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Oberlin's 50th Anniversary. 
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Jeffery were married in a double wedding at the 
bride's sister's, Isabelle (Mr. and Mrs. William Kil
kenny) of Broomhill. They lived in sod shanties part 
time. Edd and Bessie's first boy Bill was born in the 
sad shanty. 

They used oxen and mules to get around. Tom 
was born while his parents were helping on R. M. 
Graham's farm. Elva, (Allie), was born at Sturgeon's 
farm at Elva, Manitoba. By the time Lily was born, 
Edd had built a four roomed wooden house in 1899. 
By the time Minnie Elizabeth, Dolly and John were 
born, we had lots of room in an eight roomed house. 

We all went to school. The older four didn't get 
past grade eight. Minnie went through for a school 
teacher. Dolly got her grade eight and could have 
gone farther. John went through for his grade ten. 

Edd figured out how to build his bam at nights 
and did build ibn 1917. He was a "jack of all trades" , 
built houses, barns and granaries for the neighbours, 
shoed horses and sharpened shares for plows. 

Janet Jeffery travelled the local area as a midwife, 
summer or winter regardless of the weather. We had 
her with us until September 1923. 

We all went through hard times. Tom joined 
World War I. He left his girlfriend in Scotland. Allie 
and Fred Andrews went to Winnipeg with Tom to 
meet Jean Beattie, when she got of the train from 
Dundee, Scotland the ne!-t year. 

They had a double wedding in Winnipeg. We 
were pleased to meet Tom's war bride. Lily married 
James Marshall. Bill married Lillian Carter. Minnie 
married John Grierson in 1938. Dolly married Gamet 
Grierson. (See Gamet Grierson history). 

Min and Jack moved to the coast. John married 
Irene Bonniman in 1942 and took over the farm. He 
passed away in 1942 leaving two boys, Gordon and 
Douglas. Irene went back to teaching school. 

O'Brien, Roger 
ROGER O'BRIEN married MABEL WALKER. 

Both were born in England. Roger and Mabel 
O'Brien came to Canada from England in 1920 and 
took up farming at Lauder. In 1926 they moved to the 
West Brenda district and farmed there until moving 
to Winnipeg in 1930. 

Roger and Mabel O'Brien had four children: 
ROGER, predeceased in England; Mabel (Mae), 
married Wesley Underhill in 1923. (see Wes Under
hill history); George, served in World War II and 
after returning from overseas he went to live in Win
nipeg; Wal1ace was born at Lauder. He served with 
the Air Force in World War II and was killed over 
France. 



O'Bryan, John D. 
by Lillian Yeo 

MR. AND MRS. JOHN D. O'BRYAN came to 
the Drysdale farm 9-3-26, from Balcarres, Saskatch
ewan. Mrs. O'Bryan was a sister of John Drysdale 
and of Mrs. Jane Kontzie. She and her husband 
came, on her brother's invitation, to take over his 
farm and make a home for him in his later years. 
Neither Mr. Drysdale nor the O'Bryans had any 
family. Mr. Drysdale passed away in 1935 and Mr. 
and Mrs. O'Bryan continued on the farm till Mr. 
O'Bryan's ill health forced them to retire. They 
rented the farm to Albert and Pauline Thompson and 
returned to their old home area at Aylmer, Ontario 
where they spent several happy years among relatives 
and friends. While in the Chesterfield district they 
were faithful attendants at Victoria United Church. 

Oliphant, William 
WILLIAM was born in Puttenweem, Fifeshire, 

Scotland on July 19, 1884. He was a Glasgow city 
policeman before coming to Canada in 1910 and 
lived in the Waskada district for three years before 
coming to Melita in 1913. His marriage to MARY 
JACKSON, born in Maryhill, Glasgow in 1889, took 
place at Waskada in 1912. For 23 years he was en
gaged in the water delivery business. They were 
members of the Presbyterian Church. Mr. Oliphant 
died in December 1941 and Mrs. Oliphant in Decem
ber 1957. Of this union there were two sons. 

JOHN was born in Melita in 1915, receiving his 
education there as well. He then worked in bush 
camps for three winters, two in Ontario and one at 
Clear Lake, helping clear bush for the Clear Lake 
golf course. He joined the R.C.M.P. in 1940 training 
in Regina. He was married in 1947. His wife, 
Thelma, was a clerk in the R.C.M.P. office. John 
died in 1963. 

WILLIAM was born in Melita in 1917, also 
receiving his education there. He started work in the 
creamery until joining the air force in 1941, remain
ing until 1945. He worked in the creamery again for 
another six years before being transferred to Glen
boro as manager in 1951, transferring again to 
Gladstone in 1972 until 1974. He and his family then 
moved back to Glenboro when the creamery closed. 
He worked in the co-op for six years, retiring in 1980. 
He now works part time in Brandon at the A.F.M. 

In Melita, Bill played in an orchestra at many 
dances, and belonged to the Melita Citizens Band in 
which he played several instruments. He also sang in 
the choir in both Melita and Glenboro. He was on the 
town council in Melita from 1950 to 1951 and in 
Glenboro from 1962 to 1972, serving as deputy may
or for two terms. He is now starting a new term in 
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Glenboro in 1982. He also belongs to several organi
zations: Legion, Masons, LO.o.F. and Kiwanis. 

He married MILDRED MORROW of Melita in 
1941 and of this union five children were born: De
vona Irene, born in Melita, educated in Melita and 
Glenboro. She married Bruce Lalonde in 1961 and 
they have four children, two girls, Leslee and 
Michelle and two boys, Billie and Cory. 

William Frederick (Rickey), born in Melita and 
educated in Glenboro. He was quite interested in 
sports, especially hockey and was accidently killed 
in 1962 at age 17 on the way to a hockey game 
between the Russians and the Winnipeg Maroons. 

Edith Joan, died in infancy. 
Sandra Lee, born in Glenboro in 1956 married 

John Young in 1975 and have one daughter Raylene. 
They live in Glenboro. Terry Lynne, born in Glen
boro in 1959. She worked at M.H.o. in Winnipeg 
and is presently working at Wawanesa Mutual. 

Oliver, Frank Sr. 
Frank Oliver Sr. was born in Skenleby, a small 

village in Lincolnshire, England in 1866 and with his 
father Joseph and brother Tom came to Canada in 
1886. After working on the railroad for two years in 
Ontario, they came to Manitoba and took up home
steads on the Peninsula. Grandfather JOSEPH 
OLIVER homesteaded SE 24-2-27. FRANK 
OLIVER SR. homesteaded NE 24-2-27. Joseph 
lived with his son until 1909 when he passed away at 
the age of 75 years. 

Joseph Oliver. 



Mr. and Mrs. Frank Oliver Sr. 

George, Mabel, Fannie, Frank Sr., Frank Jr. Front: Joe, Jack, 
Emily, Oliver (Bob missing). 

Mr. Frank Oliver suffered the loss of his first wife 
in December 1897 leaving him with six children, 
Joe, Rose, Fannie, Jack, George (separate history) 
and Mabel (See Watson history). Two years later he 
married ELIZABETH EMILY VICARS. They had 
two boys, Frank, born on June 3, 1904 and Bob, 
both of Melita. Frank Sr. farmed in the Peninsula 
District until 1928 at which time he retired to Melita. 
After failing health he passed away March 3, 1941. 
Mrs. Oliver passed away June 9, 1950. 

Oliver, Walter George 
by J. C. Oliver 

Walter George Oliver, my father, was born the 
winter of 1893 at Melita, Manitoba. His parents were 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Oliver Sr., pioneers of the 
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Sourisford District. My father, along with his broth
ers Jack and Joseph, and his sisters Fannie (who still 
resides in Bowsman), Mabel and Rose attended the 
rural school of Peninsula. George received his Grade 
VIII, or entrance as it was called, at that school and 
became a farmer like his father and grandfather be
fore him. 

He was an accomplished violin player, playing 
not only for local events, but would play for long 
hours of a Sunday afternoon for his own and his 
family's enjoyment. He was also an avid baseball 
player, playing with the local club as catcher. 

On January 12, 1916 he married Miss Alice Ir
win, an Irish lassie, and began farming on his own on 
what was referred to as the Simpson place near his 
original home. After a number of years on that farm, 
he moved along with his family, which now consisted 
of two boys myself, John Currie and my brother, 
Walter James, and one girl, Hazel Wilson toa farm 
north of Carievale, Saskatchewan. Here he farmed 
successfully for 12 years. 

L.-R.: Walter, George, Melvin, John C. Seated: Alice, and 
Hazel Oliver. 

Father and mother, at the time of moving to Sas
katchewan, had several horses, a small herd of cattle 
and the usual bits and pieces of machinery and furni
ture. This was loaded onto wagons and moved in the 
late fall to the new location. The distance as I recall 
my father saying, was 42 miles. My father walked the 
entire distance herding his cattle along the way and 
arrived at his destination in just two days. This was 
one trait I noted about my father, that he would never 
take a car where he could take a horse, or take a horse 
where he could walk, so many a trip was made by 
foot. 

My father smoked a pipe, only once a day. As I 
remember, he started after breakfast and never had 
his pipe from his mouth till bedtime. He became 



quite sick one spring about 1935, and he laid his pipe 
aside never to pick it up again as long as he lived. 

He often spoke of the time when he bought his 
first cow. He used to say that from then until he sold 
out to retire in Portage, he and Mother never bought a 
pound of butter or a quart of milk. Oh, for that kind of 
industry nowadays. Father was one of the most hon
est men I ever knew. If he owed anyone so much as a 
dollar, he never rested or quit worrying till the debt 
was paid. By the same logic, he expected the other 
fellow to do the same. At no time did Father ever buy 
anything with borrowed money. He either had the 
price or did without. 

During his farm life, Father bought a small 
threshing outfit, a 21 inch separator and a 10-20 
International tractor. This was his pride and joy and 
nothing gave him more pleasure than to be able to 
thresh all day without a stop. During the devastating 
"dirty thirties", as bad as times were, I can never 
remember going hungry or ill clad. Father and Moth
er always made do - a few milk cows, a pig to 
butcher, hens for eggs, a bin of potatoes and always a 
big woodpile. 

By this time a third son, Melvin Harvey, had 
been added to our family. As the depression length
ened, Father looked for more productive land, and so 
rented a farm near Portage la Prairie in Manitoba, 
eventually to buy land closer to Portage. Father and 
Mother retired from there to a neat little home in 
Portage. After Mother died, Father moved to the 
Lions Manor and lived there for several years. He 
passed away in the spring of 1976. 

Two brothers of George Oliver, Jack James and 
Joseph William, were born at Melita and lived their 
lives in Manitoba and Saskatchewan. Joe moved to 
Storthoaks, Saskatchewan and farmed there for sev
eral years. Eventually he moved to Portage to live out 
his later years. Jack lived most of his younger days in 
Winnipeg working as a mechanic and truck driver, 
retiring to live out his life in S1. Boniface. 

Oliver, Frank Jr. 
Frank Oliver Jr. married Susan Jane Paxton, 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. 1. Paxton, a pioneer of 
the Browns District on November 5, 1928. They 
resided on the Oliver homestead until 1943 when 
they moved to the farm on 26-2-27. They had four 
children, Don, Margaret, Bill and Frances. 

In the fall of 1956 Frank and Susan retired to 
Melita and lived at 60 Maple Street until the time of 
their passing. Susan passed away January 29, 1981 
and Frank passed away November 2, 1982. 

Margaret, was born April 29, 1936 attending 
Peninsula School from grades I-IX and completed 
school at Melita. In 1954 I joined the Royal Bank for 
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Frank Oliver Jr. family. L.-R.: Bill, Margaret, Susie, Frank, Don 
and Frances in front (1957). 

two years moving to Winnipeg where I was em
ployed at the Manitoba Telephone System. In 1958 I 
returned to the Royal Bank where I met and married 
Brian Gable on May 13, 1961. We have three chil
dren, Trevor, born November 24, 1965, Keli-Lee, 
born June 28,1967 and Jason, born April 20, 1970. 
We are presently residing in St. James, Winnipeg. 

Bill born December 23, 1941 lived with his par
ents on Peninsula attending from Grades I-IX. In 
1956 he moved to Melita and completed high school. 
In 1960 he joined the Royal Bank in Waskada and 
after 16 years and many moves he terminated em
ployment in Thunder Bay, Ontario. 

On November 2, 1968 he married Miss Judee 
Smith from Winnipeg and we have two children. 
Mark born October 21, 1971 in Thompson and Nicole 
born August 9, 1973 in Thunder Bay. After terminat
ing my employment with the bank we moved to 
Yorkton, Saskatchewan as the franchise owner of 
MacDonalds Restaurant. We presently reside in 
Yorkton at 28 Windfield Place. 

Francis was born in Melita on February 25, 1947. 
I attended Peninsula School for three years and in 
1956 we moved to Melita where I completed my high 
school. I went to Brandon University to study teach
ing. I taught three years at Napinka, then moved to 
Waskada to marry Clayton Hannah on October 11, 
1969. We now have a daughter Amy born October 18, 
1975 and a son David born May 23 1978. We are still 
farming south of Waskada on 32-1-25. 

Oliver, Donald Kenneth 
Donald Kenneth was born in Deloraine Hospital 

on January 31, 1933. He attended Peninsula and 



Melita High SchooL In 1956 he took over the family 
farm when his Mom and Dad moved to Melita. In 
1957 he married Marjorie Jean Andries. They have 
three children, Keith Donald, born February 19, 
1958, Bradley James, born May 11, 1960 and Lisa 
Melody, born January 25, 1965. 

L.-R.: Don, Ma~, Keith, Lisa, and Bradley Oliver. 

They are still cattle and grain farming on the 
Peninsula, with the home being on NE 26-2-27 and 
the cattle feedlot on 35-2-27. In May 1974 they 
bought the rest of 26-2-27 from Myrtle McRae and 
also rented the south half of 2-3-27 from Gordon 
McRae who retired to Melita. Both boys, Keith and 
Brad are farming with them, making five generations 
of "Olivers" that have farmed on the peninsula. 

Keith Donald attended Melita school, complet
ing his Grade XII. He is very active in all sports and 
is now playing baseball with the Melita Beavers and 
hockey with the local Bisons. Keith married Penny 
Yvonne Carr on July 5, 1980. They live on SW 
27-2-27 (the Bill Elliott farm). Penny is presently 
employed at the Canadian Imperial Bank of Com
merce. Keith rents NE 24-2-27 from Don Bell, his 
great grandfather's homestead in 1888 (Frank Sr.). 

Bradley James is living at home. He farms NW 
22-2-27 the home quarter of the late Wes Mallo. Brad 
and Keith also bought the Bob Oliver farm in 1979. 
Brad now rents SE 24-2-27 from Graham Bell. This 
is the quarter of land that Brad's great, great grand
father homesteaded in 1888 (Joseph Oliver). Brad 
likes sports and plays hockey with the Melita Bisons. 

Lisa Melody attends school in Melita and is pres
ently enrolled in Grade XII. She participates in all 
school activities, excelling in both sports and music. 
She plans to further her education in psychology. 

Oliver, Robert 
by Irene (Oliver) Huska 

Robert Henry Oliver, born November 3, 1906, 
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son of Frank Sr. and Elizabeth Oliver, and Rosetta 
Ellen Clifford, born June 10, 1913, daughter of 
Bertram and Elizabeth Clifford, were married on 
Wednesday, October 12, 1932. Dad and Mom took 
no time out for a honeymoon but went directly to 
their farm home on 14-2-27 in the Peninsula District. 
Their wedding day had been sunny and warm, but on 
the following Sunday, October 16th, the first snow 
storm of the season fell. The snow from this storm 
was to stay until the April of the next year. Without 
modern snowplows, once the snow arrived, the 
roads, many of which were just prairie trails, were 
soon blocked. Mother recalls that there was many a 
sore back from shovelling snow to keep the roads 
open as long as possible. 

Once winter really set in, everyone had to depend 
on horses and sleighs for transportation. Since my 
parents' farm was 12 miles from Melita, the trip was 
only made when absolutely necessary. Coulter, just 
two miles away when you could cross the frozen 
river, provided for the immediate needs in groceries 
and coal, and it had an elevator for grain sales. When 
the trip to Melita had to be made it was a social event. 
Although if a sudden winter blizzard should occur, 
getting back home would become a frightening expe
rience and perhaps you just wouldn't be able to make 
it back home on the same day. 

Since it would take three to four hours to get to 
Melita, the trip usually started at the crack of dawn. 
Everyone would be bundled up in heavy clothes, 
with cowhide or horsehide robes and briquette
heated foot warmers for added protection. Along the 
way neighbours were often picked up and by the time 
they reached Melita there would be a jolly group of 
six to eight people. The last part of the trip was 
usually made along the river from below the John 
William's farm (now Bill Tilbury's). This was the 
most sheltered and scenic part of the trip, bright 
Manitoba sunshine, trees on either side (sometimes 
covered by glistening hoarfrost or clumps of snow) 
and the soft glittering white mantle of snow on the 
frozen river. 

Life on the farm during the winter seemed long 
and could be quite lonesome since there were none of 
the modern diversions like television and telephones. 
Dad and Mom had a radio that worked with ear
phones but half the time the batteries were dead as 
Mom remembers. Everyone eagerly looked forward 
to the social evenings of cards and dancing that would 
be held at Peninsula SchooL 

The first years after Mom and Dad's marriage 
were during the "dirty thirties" and they suffered, 
along with their neighbours, from crop failures, poor 
pastures, grasshoppers and army worms. "Clouds of 
grasshoppers that nearly blocked out the sun", and 



"hoards of army worms that went around nothing" 
recollects Mother. When their first daughter, Mabel 
Irene was born on August 6, 1934, the doctor teased, 
"Don't let the grasshoppers get her." 

Fortunately in the following years weather condi
tions improved and so did the crops and life on the 
farm. On June 17, 1937, Elizabeth (Betty) Marjorie 
was born. 

In 1944 Dad and Mom bought the old Kain farm 
(1-3-27) so that we would be closer to school. They 
farmed there until their retirement to Melita in Octo
ber 1974. Three more children were born: Rosetta 
Joan on January 4, 1945; Robert Wayne on May 11, 
1947; and Kathleen Helen on July 4, 1956. 

Mom is still cheerful and optimistic although she 
has suffered from arthritis for years. Due to his 
deafness Dad finds it hard to communicate but when 
anyone takes time for written communication with 
him, one becomes aware of Dad's keen interest of 
what is going on in the world. 

Irene attended school at Melita and Peninsula, 
but went to Deloraine for her high school years. After 
grade XII she obtained a Teaching Certificate and 
subsequently her Bachelor of Education from the 
University of Manitoba. She married Michael 
Huska, also a teacher, in 1955. Both are presently 
teaching in Winnipeg: Irene is a Teacher-Librarian 
and Michael is a Science teacher. They have three 
children: Miranda, Myra, and Mark. 

L.-R.: Rachel, Will, Alice, Walter, and Ada Oxley. 
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Betty attended Peninsula School and went to 
Melita for her high school. Betty also took teacher 
training and taught school until her marriage to 
Charles Gordon in 1961. They farm and operate a 
dairy farm south of Deloraine. They have three chil
dren: Ronald, Sharon, and Donald. The last few 
years Betty has enjoyed her nursing and care work in 
the Deloraine Personal Care Home. 

Joan and Bob attended Peninsula School until it 
closed in 1960 and then continued their education in 
Melita. 

Joan married William VanMackleberg in 1963 
and they farm south of Deloraine. They have two 
daughters: Susan and Nancy. 

Bob married Connie O'Rourke from Reston in 
1974. They bought the home place and farmed there 
for several years but then sold the farm and now 
reside in Melita where Bob has been employed as a 
painter. Connie worked at Melita Hospital as a Regis
tered Nurse prior to starting their family of four boys: 
Gregory, Gerald, Darryl, and Timothy. 

Helen attended Melita School. Upon graduation 
she attended two years at the University of Manitoba 
and then took Nurses' training at the Health Science 
Centre in Winnipeg. Upon receiving her R.N. Cer
tificate she nursed at the Melita Hospital until she 
moved to Calgary in July 1980. She is presently 
nursing in the Foothills' Hospital in Calgary. 



Oxley, Thomas William 
by Bertha Barker 

Grandfather, THOMAS WILLIAM was born 
January 27, 1842. He grew up in Beverly, Yorkshire, 
England where he married MARY HUTTY born 
June 12, 1841. daughter of Peter Hutty who later 
moved to Ontario with his family. 

About 1870 they left England with their three 
eldest children, going first to Indiana, Ontario. Later 
they settled in Hamilton, Ontario with their family of 
nine children. Grandfather owned a butchershop. He 
also worked as a bookkeeper. 

The family moved to Winnipeg, Manitoba where 
grandfather accepted a position with a tent factory. 
Robert the eldest son remained with his grandparents 
in Ontario. He later came to the West Brenda district 
where his parents had homesteaded on NW 20-4-26. 
The family was well known for their hospitality as 
their home was a stopping place for many early 
settlers and "stoppers" as they were called. 

Grandfather later became county clerk and bai
liff, the position later taken over by his son 
ROBERT. The farm was operated by the two sons, 
WILL and WALTER. The Oxley home in Melita 
was 140 Poplar Street. 

RACHEL was born in 1865. She spent many 
years in the Melita district helping in pioneer homes 
as a practical nurse and midwife. She later retired in 
Melita with her brothers to 205 Souris Street. She 
passed away in 1954. 

Robert was born in 1866. He married SOFIA 
OBERLIN of Broomhill and they had one son Er
nest born in 1902. Their home was at 20 Ash Street. 
Sofia passed away in 1937; Robert in 1950 in 
Hamilton, Ontario, and Ernest in 1967 in California. 

EMILY, born in 1869 married WILLIAM 
ROBERT STURGEON. (see W. R. Sturgeon histo
ry). 

FANNIE, born in 1873 married Walter Foster. 
They lived for many years at Creelman, Saskatche
wan and later in Vancouver, British Columbia. Their 
children were Florence, Mabel and Frank. Fanny 
passed away in 1942. 

ANNIE was born in 1875. She married AN
DREW SLATER and lived in Napinka, Manitoba. 
She later resided with her family in Regina, Sas
katchewan until her death in 1965. Their family were: 
Leo, Lynette, Janet, Lorne, Gertrude, Lloyd and 
Olive. 

William, born in 1877 died in 1952. Walter born 
in 1878 died in 1960. 

ALICE married Henry Barker. (see Henry Bar
ker history). 

ADA born in 1880 married Wilbur Paul of Govan, 
Saskatchewan. She passed away in 1903. 
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The Oxley family were members of the Anglican 
Church in Melita. They took an active part in church 
and community affairs. Grandmother passed away in 
1916 and grandfather in 1926. The family with the 
exception of Fannie and Annie are buried in Melita 
Cemetery. 

Paisley, James 
In the late 1850's, in what was then known as 

Upper Canada, a quiet wedding took place in the 
little village Methodist Church. The bride was COR
DELIA O'RILEY, who was in her early twenties, 
daughter of Irish immigrant parents. Cordelia was 
born in Erin Township, Wellington County, in 1834. 
The groom was JAMES PAISLEY, who was in his 
forties, and born in Ireland. 

Their first child was a son, ALFRED, who ar
rived April 16, 1861. When Confederation took place 
in 1867, and Upper Canada became known as On
tario, two more children had arrived to keep young 
Alfred company: EMMA in 1863 and WILL in 
1865. They were followed by ANNIE in 1868, 
MARGARET in 1872, and SILAS in 1874. 

The Paisley's lived in southern Ontario, a mixed 
farming area where dairying, fruit raising, grain and 
stock raising were the main industries of the time. 
James was a farmer, and as young Alf grew up, the 
lure of the West with its free land beckoned to him. 
Imagine! 160 acres of land for a ten dollar registration 
fee. His sister Emma had married James Phair, and 
the two young men often talked and dreamed of 
going west, where they might obtain farms of their 
own. In the Spring of 1883 they set out, Alf, his sister 
Emma and her husband. 

They came to Pilot Mound, where they left 
Emma, the men continuing west to locate their home
steads. Alf and his brother-in-law had adjoining 
homesteads on S 6-4-28. Living in tents or tempo
rary buildings, they constructed sod houses and 
broke a few acres, returning to Pilot Mound for the 
winter. 

In March of 1884 they set out again, but this time 
there was a four month old baby girl in the group. 
They brought with them household supplies, furni
ture, farm equipment, and livestock. Their sod 
homes were a welcome sight, but a lonely one. It was 
six miles to the nearest neighbor, and the closest 
woman was seven miles away. The railway came only 
as far as Brandon, a distance of one hundred miles, 
and the closest doctor was forty miles away at Delo
raine. 

But over the next two or three years more settlers 
came to the area. In fact, in the Spring of 1889, an 
application was made to have a Post Office in the 
area. Accordingly, on November 1, 1889, Eunola 



Post Office was opened in the sod home of Alf 
Paisley. He received $78.00 a year for his job as 
Postmaster, and for making a weekly trip to Melita to 
transport the mail. Eunola Post Office operated for 
four years, closing in December 1893, after a post 
office was established in Pierson. 

James and Cordelia Paisley, back home in On
tario, must have been impressed with the letters they 
received from their son and daughter in the west. In 
1890 they came to Melita, homesteading on the SE 
20-4-27. If homesteading was a difficult undertaking 
for young people, think what it must have been like 
for this brave couple. Cordelia must have been 57 
and James 75. Nevertheless, during the summer of 
1891 they built a frame house, 12 x 18 and 8 x 12, a 
sod stable 14 x 28, a frame granary 12 x 14, and dug a 
well. In addition to all this, James also broke ten 
acres. By August, 1895, he had fulfilled the neces
sary requirements for obtaining a patent to their 
homestead. 

In January, 1891, James and Cordelia's youngest 
daughter, Margaret, came from Seaforth, Ontario, to 
join her parents. She travelled to Deloraine by train, 
then by stagecoach to Melita. That spring, when the 
men were busy in the fields, Margaret began helping 
her brother Alf with the Eunola Post Office, making 
the 25 mile round trip to Melita in a high buckboard, 
with one horse, to transport the mail. Perhaps it was 
when he called at Eunola Post Office for his mail that 
the lonely young bachelor of Norwegian descent, 
ANDREW ANDERSON, met and fell in love with 
the Postmaster's pretty young sister. In any event a 
romance developed. The Paisley's newly erected 
house on SE 20-4-27 was the setting for a wedding on 
December 30, 1891. The bride was 19, the groom was 
31. Reverend W. A. Vrooman performed the cere
mony. Witnesses were Celeste Kern and the bride's 
brother Will. The newlyweds moved into the groom's 
sod house on NW 36-3-29. 

James and Cordelia Paisley lived on their home
stead northwest of Melita until their deaths. James 
passed away March 15, 1903, at the age of 87. Cor
delia died April 27, 1904, at 70 years of age. At the 
time of writing (March 1982), three of their grand
children still live in the area. Mrs. Grace Fewings 
(nee Anderson) age 82, resides in Melita. Her broth
er, Andrew Anderson, age 77 lives in Pierson, and 
Mrs. Emma Burnett (nee Phair) lives on a farm 12 
miles west of Melita. 

In the meantime, their youngest daughter, Mar
garet and her husband Andrew Anderson, were busy 
on their homestead about 12 miles west of her par
ents' home. Andrew had been born in Quebec. In 
1882 he had come to Winnipeg, where he operated a 
store for six years before taking up his homestead. 
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The sod house they were living in was the 12 x 14 one 
Andrew had erected in 1889. It was small, but snug 
and warm. It had a pole and sod roof, and heavy 
cotton was put across the ceiling to improve the 
appearance. There was a board floor, and the walls 
were whitewashed. Margaret hung long lace curtains 
(brought from Ontario) at the windows, and laid 
hooked and braided rugs on the floor. After four or 
five years a sod house dried out and crumpled down. 
Margaret and Andrew had two sod houses. In 1903 
they built a frame house about 14 x 22, building an 
addition to it about 1915. Their daughter Grace, was 
four years old at the time, and remembers carrying 
her little rocking chair across the yard from the sod 
house to the new frame house. 

Andrew and Margaret Anderson (nee Paisley) with children 
Grace, Gladys, Andrew and William (1905). 

Margaret and Andrew's first three children were 
born in a ~od house; Gladys in 1893, William in 
1895, and Grace on May 23, 1899 and only the 
youngest, Andrew was born in the frame house in 
1904. Andrew passed away on December 9,1944, at 
the age of 88. Margaret lived to the age of 81, passing 
away August 28, 1953. 

Bill and Grace Fewings (nee Anderson) on their 45th Anniver
sary in 1967. 



Grace, Margaret and Andrew's youngest daugh
ter, attended school at Eunola. Grace married 
William Fewings on July 11, 1922. They raised two 
children. Mary born December 12, 1924, and Bill 
born on July 27, 1930. Mary Fewings, great-grand
daughter of James and Cordelia Paisley, attended 
school at Eunola, and then took her High School by 
Correspondence Course. She taught for a year on 
permit at Menota School near Medora and then at
tended Winnipeg Normal School, graduating in 
1945. From 1951 to 1955 she taught in Melita Ele
mentary School, where she met her future husband, 
Walter Dziadow, also a teacher. He was born at 
Valley River, the only child of Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Dziadow. He had worked as a welder at Prince 
Rupert, British Columbia, during the war and later 
operated a store in Alberta, before entering the teach
ing profession. Mary and Walter were married on 
July 16, 1960, and lived in Rivers for eleven years, 
where Walter was teaching. In 1971 they moved to 
Arborg, where they have made their home ever since. 
Mary resumed teaching when they moved to Arborg 
and has taught a Grade 1 class at Arborg Elementary 
School for the past eleven years. They have one son, 
Donald, born November 29, 1964 at Rivers. 

Mary Dziadow (nee Fewings), son Donald, husband Walter 
and brother Bill (1981). 

Bill attended school at Eunola, leaving school to 
work with his Father on the farm. After his Father's 
death in 1972, Bill and his Mother moved into Melita 
to live, (55 Ash Street) but he continues his grain 
farming operations from town. SW 12-4-29; SE 
8-4-29; NW 6-4-28. 

Palmer, William Whittle 
by Elsie Green 

MR. and MRS. BILL PALMER and their sons 
ROBERT (five), ANDY (four) and GEORGE (two) 
came to Canada from Beryk on Tweed, Northumber
land, England in 1900. They came to Boissevain and 
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worked on the farm of Mr. Frith for a year. They then 
moved to Oak River, but in a year's time returned to 
Boissevain and rented a farm from Mr. Wright which 
they farmed for two years. In 1904 they moved into 
Boissevain and worked at hauling wood from the 
Turtle Mountains. 

In 1905 they drove west to Waskada and worked 
on the farm of Mr. Millar, Keith's grandfather. The 
following fall they moved to Bill Millar's farm, now 
occupied by Don Millar, bought two teams of mules 
and rented E 28-1-26. That summer Mrs. Palmer 
boarded Harry Millar and his hired man. 

Their next move in 1907 was to the Verona district 
where they lived on a farm owned by Mr. Davis 
(Grandfather of the Ernest Hooper family). In 1911, 
they moved to S 14-1-26 owned by John Attridge. 
While here Mr. Palmer raised black foxes as a side 
line. Mrs. Palmer (Kate) was naturally gifted in car
ing for the sick and in emergencies she was a real 
asset. 

Failing health forced the Palmers to retire. Mr. 
Palmer passed away in 1939. After his passing Mrs. 
Palmer made her home in Waskada with son George 
and wife Belle at Belle's present home. Mrs. Palmer 
died in the summer of 1949. 

Palmer, Robert 
by Elsie (Palmer) Green as taken from Waskada 
Memoirs 

ROBERT PALMER was born in England and 
came to Canada at age five years with his parents W. 
W. Palmer and wife Catherine. He attended school at 
Boissevain, Arthur and Verona districts. When he 
was 18 years old he enlisted in the Army, training at 
Waskada and what is now Shilo. His revelations of 
adventures at war during his years overseas indicate a 
miraculous survival. After his return he and ELLEN 
NAOMI (NELLIE) SPENCE exchanged marriage 
vows at Melita on March 19, 1923. They started 
farming in the Verona District at Jack Hooper's pres
ent farm site. Later they purchased 20-2-25, the 
present Palmer farm from the Hartry family. Bob and 
brother Andy operated a threshing outfit for twenty
five years. Son John recalls many of the thrills and 
anxieties of his pitching of sheaves and team hand
ling at a youthful age. 

Bob and Nellie had a keen interest in community 
development. Some of their interests were Red 
Cross, Cemetery, Hospital, Pool, International Peace 
Garden, Fall Fair are just a few. Bob was an active 
Legion Member. Teachers and youth of Waskada, as 
well as surrounding districts, will no doubt recall his 
firm command in leading off the annual School Field 
Day Parade. 

Nellie passed away in 1960 of leukemia. Her 



family remember their kind, gentle mother for bak
ing, reading, knitting and other handicrafts in spite of 
her numerous community activities. Both parents 
"loved their fellow men" and took time to listen to 
the old as well as the very young. In this family there 
was no generation gap that we hear so much of today. 

Five children blessed this union: Ellen married 
Les Way of Ninette, who is employed at Wilton 
Motors in Brandon. They have six children: Gayle 
married James Marcheen of Brandon. There are two 
children of this union: Cheri-Lee and Mark; Murray 
married Donna Olson of Brandon. They have three 
children; Marla, Clinton and Duston; Marjory; Nor
man; Robert and Gary. 

John married Pauline Huska of Souris, then a 
school teacher at Waskada. They have four children. 
Timothy married Ellen Gervin of Boissevain. They 
have three children; Tyler, Sara and Mathew. Donald 
married Pam Ardagh of Brandon. They have one 
child, Gavin; Robert and Nellie Ann Patrice. 

Donald died at birth. 
Elsie married Murray Green of Napinka. He is 

an electrician and garage owner. They have two chil
dren. Kimberley Anne married Randy Hanstead; and 
David. 

Bill married Dorothy Critchlow of Melita. They 
have four children; Michelle, Shannon, Danette and 
Christopher. 

In 1964 Bob married Alberta Lawson. They re
sided in Waskada until his death in August 1972. 

Palmer, Andrew 
by Marjorie (Tooke) Palmer 

ANDREW married MARJORIE TOOKE in 
1921. Marjorie was born in 1900, the daughter ofR.I 
Tooke and Elizabeth (Frazer). Andrew and Marjorie 
farmed in Mimosa District 1922-1925 then moved to 
Verona School District, Arthur Municipality where 
they farmed until 1944. Here I, Marjorie, took over 
duties at Verona School after Margaret Thompson. 
In 1944 they moved to Minto, Manitoba, farming 
until ill health forced him to retire in Calgary (1955). 

So, now all said, Good-bye to Arthur as all have 
passed on leaving George's wife Belle and Bob's son 
John and family to carry on at Waskada and Andy's 
son Robert, "Bob", Lt. Colonel on duty at Trenton, 
R.C.A.F. Base, Ontario, and daughter Sybil in Kali
spell, Montana. 

Parham, William Edwin 
WILLIAM EDWIN PARHAM was born in Sid

cup, England in 1886. He came to Canada in 1906. 
During the building of the Royal Alexandra Hotel in 
Winnipeg, he worked as a pipe-fitter. After being 
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laid off he went to Napinka where his brother was 
working on a farm. Later, both went to Alberta, 
where Bill worked for the Rumley Company. They 
attended the first Calgary Stampede in 1912. 

At the outbreak of war he joined the 32nd Bat
talion and went overseas in 1914. While in France he 
contracted rheumatic fever and returned to England 
where he was hospitalized. After being discharged 
from the army he worked at the Woolwich ArsenaL 

Bill, Edith, Ken and Beth Parham. 

He married EDITH PENNELS in 1915 in En
gland. He returned to Canada with his wife and son 
KEN in August 1922. In 1928 a daughter BETH was 
born. Bill farmed until the demise of his wife in 1940. 
At this time the family moved to town and he worked 
with Mr. Pettipher. He was a charter member of the 
Melita branch of the Canadian Legion and was well 
known as custodian of all the functions at the Legion 
Hall for several years. Edith was active in the W.I. 
After several holiday trips to England Bill returned to 
reside there in 1969 and died in 1974. 

They had two children: Ken a c.P.R. Engineer 
resides at Souris. He has four children. His daughter 
Beth Anderson of Melita has a daughter and two 
grandchildren. 

Parham, Harry 
HARRY PARHAM came to Canada in 1905 at 

the age of 17 years. He worked around the Napinka 
and Melita district. He joined the army and went 
overseas in 1914. After the war he returned to Melita 
for a short time before moving to the Birch River 
district. During World War II he was security guard at 
the Dauphin Airport. After the port closed he re
turned to reside at Birch River, where, in September 
of 1942 he married Norah Nadeau of Birch, formerly 
of Maigate, England. He died in 1966. 



Parham, Cecil 
CECIL PARHAM the youngest brother came to 

the Melita district and worked at various jobs. He 
spent a year with Harry on a homestead at Birch 
River. He returned to Melita and married ELIZ
ABETH NORTON in 1921 and was employed by the 
Manitoba Telephone System until retirement. He 
passed away in 1959, Elizabeth in 1972. Their only 
child, a daughter, died in infancy. 

Parker, Cecil Elgin Gerald 
CECIL ELGIN GERALD PARKER was born at 

Nassagaweya, Ontario, on April 23, 1900. He was 
the son of John and Annie Parker of Guelph, Ontario. 
He moved with his family of one brother and one 
sister to Miniota in 1903. He attended school there. 
His father John was Town Constable for many years. 
Four more brothers and one sister were born there. 
John and his family, except Cecil, moved back to 
Ontario. 

In 1923, Cecil worked on the farm of Henry 
Margerm and 1924 at the livery barn at McAuley, 
where in the winter he drove the Doctor. On February 
26, 1924 he took for his wife, RUBY LAVENA 
THOMPSON. They were married in the United 
Church at Moosomin, Saskatchewan. Ruby was the 
daughter of Thomas and Mary-Ann Thompson who 
farmed in the Manson district. They bought a farm 
near Willen, Manitoba and built their first home. 
They had one son, ORVAL ELGIN born November 
13, 1924 at Manson at Ruby's parents' home. Orval 
married GLADYS WATSON of Melita on March 
29, 1950. They have nine children and now live at 
Kamloops, British Columbia. They also had a 
daughter EVELYN MARY who was born August 
15, 1934 at the family homestead at Willen, Man
itoba. Evelyn married Stuart Mayo of Riverside, 
Manitoba on October 6, 1955. They have four chil
dren and now reside at Virden. 

Cecil and Ruby moved to Ontario in 1937 and 
lived there until 1938 when they moved back to 
Broomhill and resided there until the spring of 1942. 
They moved to the Harry Mason farm for the summer 
of 1942, selling out in the fall and moving to Drum
heller, Alberta. Cecil worked in the coalrnine, return
ing to the Melita district in the spring of 1943 and 
lived on the Charlie Forsyth farm until 1944 when 
they bought the Lank Savage farm E 34-4-27 in the 
Browns District and resided there for 29 years. Cecil 
took great pride in his herd of Hereford cattle and was 
very fond of horses. 

In 1973 they sold their farm to Doug Brown and 
retired to Virden. Cecil passed away on December 
19, 1975 and was buried in Virden Cemetery. Ruby 
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still remains in their house in Virden. They have 13 
grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren. 

Patterson, Gordon 
by Janet (Gannon) Patterson 

I, JANET GANNON, was delivered by Dr. Wil
son in Mrs. Mainland's nursing home on July 24, 
1943 to Allan and Olive Gannon. My father was 
overseas at the time, fighting for his country and did 
not see me until I was three years old. My first 
memories are when we lived on the Experimental 
Farm where Dad was employed. 

My schooling started at Bernice where my teach
er was Mabel Kemmaldean. I stayed with my Aunt 
Dorothy and Uncle Wilbert Shillington and attended 
school. The next three years were spent at Napinka 
school where one of my playmates was my future 
brother-in-law, Don Watson. When I was in Grade 
four we left the farm and moved to Medora where my 
brother Doug and I continued our education. In 1955 
we moved to Deloraine where my schooling was 
completed. 

In 1962 I married GORDON PATTERSON and 
moved to Morden where our daughter BRENDA 
FAYNE was born December 6, 1962. In 1963 we 
moved back to Melita where Gordon had secured the 
position of secretary-treasurer at Wilson Memorial 
Hospital and there our son BARRIE JAMES was 
born January 30, 1964. The following year we 
packed up our family and moved west, settling in 
Calgary, where we still reside. Our son DEREK 
JON joined us on December 27, 1968 to complete 
our family. 

Although Gordon and I were divorced in 1981, we 
are happily planning our daughter's wedding for May 
1, 1982 to Terry Kashin of Calgary. I was employed 
with Canada Post Office for ten years but left in 1981 
and am now managing a record store. 

Patterson, Thomas 
THOMAS and MARY came to Elva from Mona 

Centre, Ontario in 1900 by train. They had four 

Thomas and Mary Patterson. 



children, EVA (Mrs. Tom Cuthbert), JAMES, 
EDDY and EDNA, all born in Ontario. Eddy de
ceased in Ontario. They moved to SE 29-3-27 in the 
Elva district. They farmed for eight years and then 
rented their farm and moved back to Toronto in 
December 1908 for eight years. Returning in 1917 
they bought a house in Brandon and lived there until 
1933. Their farm was still rented at this time. 

In 1933 they moved into a house in Elva. Edna 
their daughter died in 1932. James, their son then 
took the farm over, along with his own farm on NE 
20-3-27. Mary Patterson died in 1934, and Thomas 
moved in with his son James until his death in 1941. 
Edna, Mary and Thomas were laid to rest in the 
Melita Cemetery. 

Patterson, John James 
JOHN JAMES PATTERSON, second son of 

Thomas and Mary Patterson was born June 22, 1884 
and spent his boyhood days in Mona Centre, On
tario. He came west with his parents in 1900 by train. 
His marriage to VIOLET LETITIA CLARK took 
place in Brandon in 1919. Letitia was born in 
Wawanesa on December 10, 1898. She was the 
daughter of Marvin and Clarlet Clark. 

James and Letitia Patterson (1919). 
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James and Letitia lived on their farm NE 20-3-27 
in the Elva district. They had three children; Os
borne, Erroll and Lloyd. Erroll died when four 
months old in October 1932. He was not a healthy 
baby from the time of birth. Jimmy farmed until 1959 
and then moved into their house in Elva. Jimmy died 
on April 6, 1960. Letitia was a life member of the 
Elva Women's Institute and also with the United 
Church Women. She also was a member of the Pres
byterian Ladies' Aid. She lived in her home in Elva 
until her death on December 19, 1973. James and 
Letitia were laid to rest in the Melita Cemetery. 

Patterson, Cecil Osborne 
Cecil Osborne Patterson, first son of James and 

Letitia was born on April 10, 1920 in Elva. He lived 
on the farm 20-3-27 with his family and attended 
Elva school and farmed with his father. Osborne 
married Helen Munro, youngest daughter of Mrs. 
Mary Munro and the late Mr. Alexander Munro of 
Melita on November 12, 1945. The young couple 
lived on Osborne's farm on SE 29-3-27 in the Elva 
district. This is in Grandfather Patterson's house in 
which they are still living. 

They had three children. Cecil Dwayne was born 
September 18,1947, a baby girl was still-born April 
14, 1949, Donna Marie was born January 31, 1951. 
Cecil and Donna attended Elva, Pierson and Melita 
schools. 

Donna married Wray Anderson of Tilston on 
April 10, 1971. Wray is the oldest son of Andy and 
Eleanor Anderson of Tilston. They lived in Winnipeg 
for three years and then moved out to Tilston in 1973 

Osborne and Helen Patterson family. L.-R.: Donna, Osborne, 
Helen, Cecil, William, Scott, Jodi, Jill, Kim Marie on their 35th 
Anniversary in 1980. 



and are now on their farm. They have two children; 
William Scott was born October 23, 1974 and Kim 
Marie was born June 13,1978. Wray and Donna have 
built a new home on their farm. 

Cecil married Dale Neff of Tilston on August 25, 
1973. Dale is the daughter of Elmer and Betty Neff of 
Tilston. Cecil and Dale have two little girls, Jodi Lee 
was born February 15, 1974 and Jill Louise on Febru
ary 4,1976. They live in their home in Melita. Cecil 
is the caretaker at the skating arena in the winter and 
farms in the summer with his father. 

Patterson, Thomas Lloyd James 
Thomas Lloyd James Patterson son of James 

and Violet Patterson was born on November 10, 
1930. On October lO, 1956, he married Beverley 
Anne Innes, daughter of Roy and Alma Innes. She 
was born on December 12, 1938 at Deloraine. They 
farm on 20-3-27 in the Elva district. To this marriage 
there were five children. Douglas Wayne born Sep
tember 15, 1957, deceased April 1, 1978. Robert 
James born October 11, 1961, Barry Allan born 
December 15, 1962, Kevin Westley born April 15, 
1966 and Linda Jean born July 15, 1959. 

On December 16, 1977, Linda married Robert 
George Howden son of Dorothy and Alan Howden of 
Waskada. To this marriage there are three children. 
Robert Jason born February 12, 1977, Micheal James 
Riley born January 28, 1978 and Jamie Dawn born 
December 9, 1980. They live at Stoughton, Sas
katchewan. 

Paton 
Four brothers came to Canada from Scotland: 

JIM, BOB, ALEX and DAVE. 
Jim came to Canada in 1905. He married Sarah 

Usher in 1913. They lived at Waskada and Melita 
until 1918, when they moved to Glen Ewen, Sas
katchewan. Jim died in 1966. 

Alex came to Canada in 1913, and his wife, Mary, 
and little girl came in 1914. Alex and his family spent 
four years at Waskada and Medora. They moved to 
Tilston in 1918, where they farmed until retiring to 
Virden in 1960. On June 4, 1982, Alex and Mary 
Paton celebrated their 73rd Wedding Anniversary. 

Dave came to Canada in 1914. He walked from 
Waskada to Virden and enlisted in the army at the age 
of 17. He was in the trenches for 11 months and was 
killed overseas in 1916. 

Bob came to Canada in 1906. He married EDITH 
CROOME in 1912 and they lived in the Mimosa 
District. In 1920 they moved to the Verona District 
and lived on the farm until 1934. (Roy Kontzie now 
resides on this farm). Bob and Edith had four chil
dren who attended school at Verona. They were 
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JEAN, HARVEY, EARL and ELLA. They remem
ber the good times they had there, along with the bad 
times during the "dirty thirties". Bob spent many 
enjoyable hours playing Scottish tunes on his button 
accordian. Dances were held in the old school house. 
The women took lunch, the children were admitted 
free, and the men were charged lO¢ to pay for the oil 
for the lanterns and the wax for the floor. It is recalled 
that Bob stayed home from one of these dances, 
because there was no dime in the house to help pay 
for the night's expenses! In 1934 they moved to 
Roseisle, Manitoba and farmed there until 1941. 
Then they moved to Winnipeg. Bob died in 1980 at 
97 years of age. Edith resides in Winnipeg. 

Jean, the eldest daughter, married DICK 
DOHANUE in 1936. (See Donahue history) 

Harvey married Hazel Clark, of Roseisle, in 
1946, and worked with White Trucks in Winnipeg. 
Harvey died in 1980. 

Earl married Kathleen Funkie, of Carman, in 
1941. They farmed at Carman and now reside in 
Carman. 

Ella married Elmer Major, of Haywood, in 1941. 
They farmed at Haywood until 1968, when they 
moved to Carman. 

Paxton, William John 
by Edith P. Hildebrand (Paxton) 

My dad, W. JOHN PAXTON settled on the farm 
in 1896, that my brothers George, Bill and Dave 
Paxton are still on, 35-4-27. Then in 1904 on Febru
ary lO, W. John Paxton and MURRILLA CLARA 
WILSON were married in the Anglican Church in 
Melita. The buildings on his homestead up around 
Broomhill got burnt in a prairie fire. There was also a 
three day blizzard when dad and Bill Baumgarten 
took a bunch of cattle to ship. One of our steers 
played out so Hattie had to bring it home. Jim Paton 
came and helped too. Mr. Paton told our mother not 
to let us out. We were in for three days and we could 
go over the telephone wire in the yard the snow was 
so deep. 

There were 12 children born to this union: 
Marilla (Murrill a) married Will Paxton in 1904. 

She was born January 14, 1881 and died February 6, 
1961. He was born on January 18, 1866 and died May 
3, 1937. Their children were HATTIE born February 
18, 1905. In 1938 she married Seymour Roper who 
was born September 22, 1904. They had no children. 

WTTIE CHARLOTTE was born February 28, 
1907. She married James Stanhope, born August 16, 
1898. He died in 1962. Lottie remarried Carl Kit
tilsen who died January 22, 1970. Their children 
were: Mary born October 8, 1927 who married Her-



man Leonard, born October 31, 1905; Joan, born 
October 10, 1952; Gordon born April 2, 1955. 

SUSAN JANE born January 20,1909, died Janu
ary 29, 1981. She married Frank Oliver of Melita. 
(See Frank Oliver History) 

EDITH PEARL born December 22,1910. She 
married Jake Hildebrand of Plum Coulee, Manitoba. 
Their children are: Doreen born July 29, 1940. She 
married Thomas Vizer who was born August 9, 
1935. They have two children, Brian born June 8, 
1960 and Joe born August 31, 1963; Barbara Ann 
born July 13, 1948; William born April 6, 1944, 
married Shirley Skelton. Their children are Jeffrey 
born June 8, 1969, David born July 7, 1968, and 
James born November 29,1970. 

DAVE (first son of W. John and Marilla), born 
January 3, 1913 was never married. 

ETHEL born July 10, 1915, married Carman 
Cole of Coulter. (See Carman Cole history). 

BILL born September 6, 1917 was never mar
ried. 

JEAN was born September 2, 1919. She married 
Bob Leonard. (See Bob Leonard history). 

MARY born March 2, 1921 died June 2, 1977. 
She married Earl Leonard who was born February 
24, 1913. Their five children are: Margaret Louise 
born June 29, 1940. She married Robert John 
Seymour who was born May 11, 1939. Their six 
children are: Larry Earl born June 27, 1958, Dennis 
Robert born November 22, 1959, Laurie Marie born 
October 6, 1962, Raymond James born August 23, 
1963, Douglas Henry born December 17,1964 and 
Stanley Leon born December 2, 1965; James Rus
sell born October 18, 1944; Jack Munroe born Au
gust 21, 1949; Brian Melvin born May 26, 1954; and 
Sheryl Ann born September 14, 1958. 

IRENE born February 2, 1923 (not married). She 
stays with Ethel on the farm in Coulter, Manitoba. 

GEORGE born February 2, 1926 (not married.). 
ANDREW (twin of Susan) lived ten days and 

died of acute bronchitis. 

Pederson, Elmer 
ELMER was born in 1935 at Wadena, Saskatche

wan. His mother, Gina Pederson died in 1938. Elmer 
and his sister Mabel were raised by Albert and 
Pauline Thompson. His father Elling Pederson re
sides in Minnesota. Elmer has lived in the Melita area 
since 1937. 

He married BETTY ANDERSON of Pierson on 
December 29, 1960. They lived on the farm until 
April 1961 when they moved into Melita. They have 
three children; BARRY was born February 28, 1965. 
NORMA JEAN was born June 23, 1967 and 
BRIAN was born October 17,1968. 
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Elmer has been employed by the Town of Melita 
since April 1969. Barry is in Grade 12 and employed 
by Barker's Ltd. after school. Norma Jean is in Grade 
10 and Brian is in Grade 9 and works at Morrow's 
Pharmacy after school. 

Pedrick, Kalvin John 
KALVIN JOHN PEDRICK was born September 

6, 1933 at Fairlight, Saskatchewan. The family 
moved to Solsgirth district that same year. He at
tended Dowsford school and graduated from Sols
girth Collegiate in 1949. He was the son of Hubert 
Peter (English descent) born April 10, 1906 at Otter
burne, Manitoba who died July 19, 1949 and Dorothy 
Lillian Jane Widger, (English descent) born January 
17, 1911 at Young, Saskatchewan who were married 
July 29, 1929 at Saskatoon. The Pedricks farmed in 
the Solsgirth district from 1933-1974. Kalvin (Kal) 
was an avid curler. Some of his talents were butcher, 
welder, mechanic, electrician, carpenter, plumber, 
pilot (when he owned a PA20 sky diving). He was a 
member of Swan Valley Flying Club, Lions, Delo
raine Elks 480. His profession was Central office
man-radio technician with the Manitoba Telephone 
System, four years at Swan River and four years 
Melita until his death August 15, 1975. 

He and ELEANOR ALICE ARMITAGE of Fox
warren, were married January 10, 1953 by Rev. 
Ewsley Harland. Eleanor was born September 27, 
1933 at Brandon and was the daughter of George 
Henry Armitage, (Irish descent) born May 27, 1905 
at Denver Colorado and Elizabeth Annie Davies, 
(Welsh descent) born July 19, 1902 at Bayfield, Man
itoba died November 19, 1973. George and Elizabeth 
were married May 19, 1925 at Gary Indiana. George 
was a steele mill labourer in Gary, Indiana beginning 
of the 30's before he was forced to take his few dollars 
to move to the Davies' homestead at Bayfield. He 
farmed there until 1971. 

Eleanor received her education at Foxwarren 
Collegiate, her interests being sewing, 4-H, piano, 
figure skating, harp. She was Telephone operator 
from 1952-1960. Her love for children started early 
in life when she had full time weekend babysitting 
jobs at the age of 12. Later she taught Girl Guides of 
Canada, Brownies, church youth groups, baby fold, 
and child care in her home, four years in Swan River 
and at Melita since 1976. 

From Kal and Eleanor's union there were three 
children. DOROTHY ELIZABETH DAWN born 
April 29, 1960 at Flin Flon. She married GARETH 
SHEILS (son of George and Betty Shiels, Napinka). 
Dawn and Gareth have two sons Alun Kalvin 
George, two and a half years old and Micheal 
William David 11 months old. She received her 



education in Swan River and Melita graduating in 
1978. Her interests were Jr. Choir, piano, sewing, 
figure skating, in which she shared her talent with the 
Pierson youngsters. 

KIMBERLY DAYLE born January 30, 1965 at 
Swan River, took her education in Swan River, Car
onport, Melita, graduating in 1983. Her interests are 
reading, Jr. choir, piano, guitar, dancing and working 
with young children. 

DELBERT KALVIN JOHN was born in Win
nipeg on February 21, 1968. He received his educa
tion in Melita, completing grade 9 in 1983. His 
interests are playing drums for a four man band, 
hockey where he plays left wing and is number 5. He 
is also a member of Royal Canadian Air Cadets 
Intrepid 263 since November 1980, receiving his 
Corporal's rank in December 1982. 

The Pedrick family moved to Melita in Septem
ber 1971. We were the first home built in the Cotton 
Garden Development in April 1972. This home was 
built solely by Kal. The family still resides at 99 
Cotton Crescent and are an active part of Victoria 
United Church. 

Penson, Robert 
The life of MR. ROBERI' and MRS. LUCILLA 

PENSON from 1891, as given by their youngest 
daughter Elsie. 

My father and mother arrived in Canada from 
England in 1891. They came west to Brandon where 
they hired on with a farmer, Mr. Wallbridge, south
west of the town to learn farming. The next nine 
months Dad worked for Campbell and Campbell, a 
furniture store, building houses, etc. Dad got a 
homestead at Melita in 1892. He went out by train to 
SW 27-3-26. Mr. and Mrs. Brown lived across the 
road so they stayed with them. They had 12 children 
and later moved to Saskatchewan. Dad, with the help 
of neighbors, built his own house and sod barn. At 
this time Chesterfield school was just half a mile 
south; in 1902 they moved it to NW 10-3-26, which 
made it about two and a half miles away. The teacher 
at this time was Ellathea McDonald. Later she mar
ried Bert Dobbyn, and lived where the school was 
first built. 

Dad and Mother had three children: CLIFFORD 
was born September, 1895; MURIEL born August, 
1897; and ELSIE born October, 1900. 

In 1903 Dad took us all back to England for a 
year. He rented the farm to Pete and Annie Forman. 
(Annie was a sister of Dan Vail's). 

In the spring of 1905 Mr. and Mrs. Tom Godwin 
came to live with us for a time. Tom was a cousin of 
Dad's from England. In 1906 Mr. and Mrs. Sam 
Wyatt, also a cousin of Dad's from England, came to 
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L.-R.: Robert Penson, Muriel, Cliff (1974) (insert) Elsie. 

stay with us while getting settled in Canada. They 
both settled and started farming in the Chesterfield 
district. 

Dad was the secretary-treasurer of Chesterfield 
school for 50 years, with no salary. He also was the 
weed inspector for one year (1914), and went on the 
Arthur Council in 1915 to 1929. 

We did have a minister come from Coulter to the 
district for a number of years, just for the summer 
months. Also a Presbyterian minister, a Mr. Elliot 
from Melita. When we sang hymns the meadow larks 
would sing along. When there was a Baptist church 
in Melita, mother taught Sunday School, and some
times would walk five miles if the horses were all 
being used in the fields. Mother was baptized in the 
Souris River at Melita. Charlie Kontzie and Alf Jen
nings were the first ones to buy cars. Dad bought our 
first car from Bob Wyatt in 1915; we also bought a 
new upright piano in 1915. Our old square piano went 
into Melita School, and our second piano is still in 
Verona School. Mother told of Mrs. Brown taking 
her to town to get groceries with a horse and a stone
boat. Also of Mrs. Jennings asking some of the ladies 
for tea, as she had a treat. The treat was dried apples 
stewed with no sugar, fresh baked bread and a cup of 
tea. This indeed was a treat, as the Jennings used to 
get a bag of dried apples from relatives in Ontario. 

1914-1918 was a sad time for so many homes. 
Herb Fletcher was the first boy to go off to war I 
think, then Leslie Wilson and later Shorty Wotton, 
our school van driver. These three never came back. 
Reg Lang went also. He lived in the Dobbyn School 
District, but always came to all our dances. Reg did 
come back. 



Mother passed away in May of 1942 in her 75th 
year, and Dad passed away in the Dauphin Hospital in 
his 84th year in 1947. 

Cliff Penson married BELLE MILLER of Mil
liken, Ontario, who came west to teach. Cliff and 
Belle had two daughters, Dorothy and Laura. Cliff 
passed away July 3, 1973; Dorothy passed away 
September 1975, and Laura passed away December 
1969. Belle is residing at Hillcrest Home in Brandon. 

Muriel Penson married Robert Forster of Verona 
district. (see George Forster history) 

Elsie Penson married Cecil Vail of Napinka Dis
trict. They had three sons and one daughter. Robert 
resides at Lillooet, British Columbia. Ella Storey 
resides at DeWinton, Alberta (rural Calgary). Ken 
resides in Brandon, and Bill resides in Thompson, 
Manitoba. Cecil Vail passed away February 28, 
1965. Elsie remarried in June 1970 to Douglas Rob
son of Melita. Doug passed away in September 1976. 
Elsie lives at the Lawson Lodge in Brandon. 

Pettipher, Francis Edward 
Religious faith was central to the life of FRANK 

and ALICE PETTIPHER. Service to the community 
was the practical outcome of this faith. The Pettipher 
family contributed to the Melita district for more than 
55 years. This is their story. 

Francis Edward Pettipher was born October 14, 
1879, at Cold Harbor Farm, Swerford, Oxfordshire, 
England, the eldest of four children of Edward Petti
pher and his wife Agnes Jane Dyer. In keeping with 
the family's Quaker background Frank was educated 
at the Quaker School, Sibford, Oxfordshire. He was 
apprenticed as a machinist at the Banbury Technical 
Institute, and received first class standing in machine 
construction and drawing. Qualified as a machinist 
he worked at the Motor Mills Company, Banbury, 
until illness necessitated his moving to a drier cli
mate. In April, 1905, he left for Canada. He sailed on 
the maiden voyage of The Victorian to St.John's, 
New Brunswick, and travelled west by colonist 
coach. He spent a month at Glen Ewen, District of 
Assiniboia, where he had friends, then bicycled to 
Brandon to work at the Brandon Machine Works. En 
route he stopped at Melita to inquire about work at 
the machine shop which was attached to the flour mill 
owned by Jim McCallum and Tom Lamont. He 
worked a few weeks in Brandon, but found the wages 
of 27¢ an hour too meagre. Returning to Melita in 
June, he began working for the mill for 35¢ an hour, 
and also working independently. He soon built a 
reputation for himself as a skilled machinist. He 
moved to the location north of the Union Bank where 
he opened the Melita Machine Shop outfitted with 
lathe, milling machine, planer and drill press. So 
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began over 55 years of service to the Melita com
munity. He witnessed the transformation of agricul
tural equipment from steam driven machines to 
gasoline engines. In the early years there were some
times 20 to 30 steam engines on the lots beside the 
machine shop waiting for repairs for the harvest 
season. In the late 1950's, when Frank was in his mid
seventies, oil rig breakdowns were brought to him 
from as far west as Regina for repair. "I can't remem
ber ajob I couldn't do," he once said. He served the 
community as a highly skilled craftsman with a deep 
sense of integrity and commitment. 

Frank was a loyal supporter of Christ Church, 
serving as vestryman for over 50 years. As well he 
was Sunday School Superintendent, delegate to Syn
od, and either People's Warden or Rector's Warden 
for 30 years. He was a member of Melita Town 
Council for seven years, and during that time gave 
freely of his skill and knowledge in maintaining the 
town's lighting system. 

His wife, Alice Victoria Louise Cooper, was born 
at York Mills, Ontario, on February 21, 1879. She 
was the sixth of ten children born to a pioneer family 
of John Kirby Cooper, a wheelwright, and his wife, 
Mary Jane Godwin. John had been born in New York 
State while his Yorkshire born parents were en route 
to Richmond Hill, Upper Canada. Alice's grand
father Godwin had come to Canada as a shipwright in 
the 1812-14 war. Her great-grandmother and step 
great-grandfather, the Fitzgibbons, were early set
tlers on Bass Lake, near Orillia, where he had been 
granted 200 acres "scrip" for service in the Peninsu
lar War as ~ Sergeant in the 5th Dragoon Guards. 

When Alice was ten her mother died, and the 
large family of children were raised by their grand
mother. Alice attended the York Mills school, and 
took piano lessons at the Toronto Conservatory of 
Music. She completed nurse's training at the Toronto 
Sick Children's Hospital, and did post-graduate work 
at the Manhattan Maternity Centre, New York. In 
1908 she went west, nursing in Fort William and at 
St. Boniface Hospital before travelling on to Pierson 
to visit her brother Arthur who had homesteaded 
there in 1885. A brother Frank, and a sister Emmie, 
who was married to Isaiah Breakey, also lived in the 
area. Her father too had homesteaded at Pierson, and 
operated a carpentry shop in the town until his death 
in 1901. Alice nursed in the surrounding district and 
at Dr. Byer's cottage hospital in Melita. In 1910 she 
and Frank were married at St. Mary Magdalene 
Church, Toronto. They took up residence in Melita in 
a suite in the Rumbal Block and eventually on Ash 
Street, south of the school. 

Alice participated fully in the work of Christ 
Church. She served on the Altar Guild, belonged to 



the Women's Auxiliary, sang in the choir, organized 
Christmas concerts and taught Sunday School. She 
was awarded two silver medals in Inter-Diocesan 
Sunday School competitions. She welcomed visiting 
Anglican clergy to the home; Bishop Thomas of 
Brandon is still recalled, resplendent in gaiters and 
broad brimmed hat. Archdeacon Anderson and 
Bishop Norris were also regular visitors. Reverend 
and Mrs. Wilkins and Mary stayed at the Pettipher 
home for some time before returning to England, as 
did Reverend and Mrs. Franklin and Enid before 
moving to Wabigoon, Alberta. 

The Pettipher family consisted of three daugh
ters, MARGARET, JOAN and ELIZABETH. 
Born at home, they were attended by Dr. H. Byers 
and either their aunt, Mary Cooper, a nurse, or Nurse 
Etta Kane. They benefitted from the love of caring 
parents who shared their own interests in religion, 
music, nature and photography with the children. 
Reading and study were encouraged. Attendance at 
Church and Sunday School was regular and ex
pected, although unexpected and unappreciated was 
Joan's love for Reverend Wilkin's horse, "Barnaby 
Rudge" to which she and Harold Byers fed popcorn 
whenever possible. Highlights of the winter were the 
Sunday School sleigh rides given by Billy Clark or 
Bert Townsend and the cup of hot cocoa served 
afterward at the Parish Hall. A music teacher from 
Napinka gave the pupils piano lessons in exchange 
for overnight accommodation. Frank shared his 
knowledge of photography with his daughters, teach
ing them to develop and print films, using the kitchen 
for a dark room and many pails of cold water carried 
from Jones' well. Other activities enjoyed were 
snowshoeing on the river, hiking to River Park, skat
ing at the "Y" south of town, tobogganing on "Tar
get Hill", swimming at the Black Bridge, or 
participating in Girl Guide activities with Dr. Pearl or 
Mrs. Musson. Christmas presents were usually 
books from Russel Langs in Winnipeg, or special 
gifts made by Alice and Frank. Treasured are memo
ries of dolls in homemade clothing, a doll's cradle 
and a well-loved doll's house complete with electric 
lights and homemade furniture. A special birthday 
present was a sturdy swing or a combination teeter
totter, merry-go-round built by Frank. 

Like other Melita residents, the Pettipher family 
experienced the lean years of the depression and 
drought. Never hungry, often shabby, the family 
survived frugally with plain living, by "making do" 
or "doing without". Blessed with good health they 
all benefitted from Alice's nursing and homemaking 
skills and from Frank's often stated optimistic belief 
that "things will get better". On occasion food was 
shared with another family hard pressed by the arriv-
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al of a new baby or by ill fortune. One such incident 
is recalled of a family en route from their dried-out 
farm at Tilston who shared overnight lodging and 
meals with the Pettiphers while Frank repaired their 
truck for their journey to Lake Francis. Without 
access to a public library, the Pettiphers shared books 
and magazines with their neighbors. Newspapers 
were received from relatives in England so that the 
Illustrated London News was read although the fam
ily could not afford the Free Press. At times young 
men riding the freight trains came to Alice for medi
cal attention as well as for meals. Another visitor to 
the home who came for medical care and meals, 
during and before the depression, was Sitting Eagle, 
a well-known local Indian chief. He often brought 
meat in a pot which he wanted cooked; he liked to 
drink hot water and milk with plenty of sugar; and he 
usually brought a woven willow basket or woven mat 
as a gift. On one occasion he wanted Frank to find out 
the number of Indians killed in the First War as he 
needed this information for a speech he was making. 
Frank located the answer in "The Book of Knowl
edge". 

One well remembered Depression incident was a 
Girl Guide toy making project which Frank directed. 
A shipment of dolls had been sent by the Guides of 
Streets ville, Ontario to the Melita Guides for local 
distribution. To supplement this gift Frank obtained a 
donation of wood from Eatons and helped the local 
Guides build jigsaw puzzles, dolls' cradles, hobby 
horses and wooden engines in time for Christmas 
distribution. 

During the depression Frank was never idle and 
took pride in not having to accept relief for his family. 
He operated the machine shop and filling station, did 
electrical wiring, and ingeniously made repairs to 
cars, radios and farm equipment to help the owner 
"make do" . A few of Frank's customers paid imme
diately and some never paid. The majority charged 
their accounts, paying over months or years or when 
an estate was wound up. Payment was often in pro
duce; in meat, vegetables, eggs or fuel. In early 
winter the back kitchen would be stored with roasts 
of pork or mutton, a quarter of beef, even prairie 
chicken or wild ducks. In bins of sand in the cellar 
were turnips, carrots and potatoes. Eggs were stored 
in crocks of waterglass and would be used in spite of 
their peculiar taste from the hen's diet of grasshop
pers. Sometimes payment was coal from one of the 
Turtle Mountain mines, or a load of firewood cut 
along the Souris River. Other welcome payments 
were home-made soap or butter, cream or a basket of 
freshly picked mushrooms. 

As the drought continued donations of food were 
shipped to Melita from other parts of Canada. The 



arrival of railway cars of fruit and vegetables is re
called with the welcome piles of turnips, carrots and 
potatoes, or of unfamiliar vegetables like egg plant or 
kohlrabi. Well remembered are the Nova Scotian 
apples given in return for a donation made by the 
Melita Flour Mill to Halifax after the 1917 explosion. 

Frank and Alice Pettipher (1943). 

With the outbreak of World War II and the end of 
Depression, Frank became increasingly busy. He 
worked long hours in the shop coping with the short
age of machine parts. Alice assisted with local war 
projects and especially with the Red Cross Blood 
Donor's Clinic. For this she was given a "Women's 
War Work C.R.C.S." pin. Alice died suddenly April 
27, 1948, and was buried in Melita cemetery. 

After her death Frank continued working, living 
alone, but spending part of the winter with his daugh
ters and their families. He mourned his daughter 
Elizabeth's death, in 1954, deeply. He suffered a 
stroke in August, 1960, and died October 4, 1961. He 
was buried in Melita cemetery. 

The Pettipher children all completed high school 
at Melita. Margaret graduated from Grade XI with an 
Isbister Scholarship and took Grade XII at Ruperts
land Girls' School, Winnipeg. After completing a 

686 

B.Sc. Degree at the University of Manitoba she 
obtained an M.A. from the University of Western 
Ontario. During the war she worked in the Small 
Arms Research Division of the Valcartier Proving 
Ground. In 1943 she married Gordon Watson of 
Lacadena, Saskatchewan. The Watsons lived in 
Quebec City; Dayton, Ohio; Ottawa and Wash
ington, D.C. where Gordon, a member of the De
fense Research Board, was the Scientific Attache to 
the Canadian Embassy. They then returned to Ot
tawa. Following an early retirement Gordon com
pleted a Masters Degree in Anthropology at Trent 
University. Margaret pursues this interest also, and 
assists with summer "digs". She also volunteers for 
Meals on Wheels, church work, Senior Citizen crafts 
and genealogical research. Their children are John, 
in Vancouver, a graduate of Carleton University; Jim 
in Calgary; Elizabeth in North Gower, an R.N.; 
Kathleen in Calgary, a graduate of McMaster Uni
versity; and David in Ottawa. Their grandson, 
Adam, is the child of Elizabeth and her husband 
Clyde Hill. 

Joan Pettipher completed Grade XII at Melita and 
won a B. J. Hales Scholarship to Brandon Normal 
School. She taught at Chater and Beresford, before 
working at the Artillery Proving Ground, Valcartier, 
during the war. After the war she attended the Univer
sity of Manitoba, then taught at Lauder, Hartney and 
Melita. She married Ray Bailey of Brandon in 1949 
and they lived at Melita where Ray was principal 
until illness forced his resignation. Later the Baileys 
moved to Morris where Ray was principal of the 
Morris Schools for five years. In 1956 they moved to 
West Kildonan and Ray taught in West Kildonan 
Collegiate. Later he was Vice-Principal of Garden 
City Collegiate, Principal of Centennial School and 
Jefferson Junior High. Presently he is Principal of 
Arthur E. Wright Elementary SchooL Several years 
ago Ray was awarded a Canada Council Doctoral 
Fellowship for study at the University of Alberta. 
Joan has B.A. and B.Ed. degrees from the Univer
sity of Manitoba and has been School Librarian at 
West Kildonan Collegiate since 1968. 

The Baileys belong to St. John's Cathedral Par
ish; Ray is a Diocesan Lay Reader and Joan is a 
member of the Chancel Guild. They are both active 
members of the New Democratic Party. Ray was a 
founder of the West Kildonan Public Library, Chair
man of the Library Board, Vice-President of the 
Manitoba Library Trustees Association, and Na
tional Treasurer of the Canadian Library Trustees' 
Association. He has also served on the Citizen's 
Advisory Committee of West Kildonan, and has been 
awarded Community Service Awards by the City of 
Winnipeg and the City of West Kildonan. 



The Baileys have four children. Ron, a B.A. 
graduate of the University of Winnipeg, is Special 
Assistant to the Manitoba Minister of Mines and 
Natural Resources. He is married to Sharon Goertzen 
a teacher at Sisler High School. Ann, a B.A. gradu
ate of the University of WInnipeg, has an L.L.B. 
from the University of Manitoba. She is a member of 
the law firm of Krawchuk, Galanchuk and Company. 
She is divorced. Mary Louise, a B.A. graduate of 
the University of Winnipeg worked until recently in 
the underwriting department of Great West Life. She 
is married to Ted Stanger and they have a daughter 
Margaret Victoria, born January 28, 1982. Robert, 
a B. Ed. graduate of the University of Manitoba, 
teaches at Murdock Mackay Collegiate, Transcona. 
Last summer he taught in St. Lucia under the 
o.C.o.D. program. Robert is single. 

Elizabeth Pettipher graduated from Melita High 
School with an Isbister Scholarship and attended the 
University of Manitoba. Following Normal School 
training at Brandon, she taught high school at Pilot 
Mound, Flin FIon, Brandon and Hartney, where she 
was Principal. She married James R. Duthie of 
Hartney. Twins, a son James and a daughter Joan 
were born to the Duthies. A second daughter, Mary 
Louise, was a few days old when Elizabeth suddenly 
died. She was buried at Melita cemetery. James and 
Joan were raised by their paternal grandparents, 
Campbell and Ida Duthie of Hartney. They attended 
Melgund and Hartney schools, and both graduated 
from Brandon University. James and his wife, De
nise Edwards, live in Brandon; they have a son, 
Ryan, and a daughter, Sarah Elizabeth. Joan is mar
ried to Morrie Kilberg and lives in Guelph. Their 
children are Pasha Rebecca, Joshua Ari and Leah 
Elizabeth. Mary Louise was adopted by her uncle 
and aunt Ray and Joan Bailey. 

This is some of the Pettipher family story. Today 
Frank and Alice have 20 living descendants. They 
left a "goodly heritage" to their children, which is 
remembered with affection, pride and gratitude. 

Phair, Thomas 
THOMAS PHAIR was born May 27, 1864 and 

passed away on May 11, 1934. He was the son of 
William and Mary (Ingrim) Phair of Seaforth, On
tario. JANE ISABELLA (MENAREY) PHAIR was 
born July 30, 1879 and passed away in July 2, 1956. 
She was the daughter of John and Catherine 
McMillan of Holmfield, Manitoba. Thomas and Jane 
were married at Cartwright, Manitoba on July 25, 
1900. 

Thomas came to Manitoba in 1883 to homestead, 
4-4-28 at Elva where he and his bride started their life 
together. They had seven children, all of the children 
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being born in the same home except Maud who was 
born on 3-4-28. Mr. Phair farmed until 1918 when he 
moved his family to the town of Melita. 

Mr. Phair was a member of the Orange Lodge and 
The Independance of Forresters, he was a lover of 
music and fond of dancing and liked to Clog and was 
the dear old fellow (Santa Claus) for the children at 
Christmas at the Roblin School. His love for children 
was well known wherever he went, he was honest and 
kind and a very loving father. 

Mrs. Phair was a good Mother, loved music but 
was very reserved and spent most of her time caring 
for the family and keeping in touch with her family at 
Holmfield. She had seven sisters and one brother, all 
are gone now but one sister who lives at Cartwright, 
Mrs. Mary Wray who is in her 91st year. The family 
attended church at Roblin School house during the 
summer months and Maud, Buck and Catherine (Ka
tie) attended the Presbyterian Church after moving to 
Melita. Thomas worked for several good people on 
farms around Melita, the last person was William 
Brockinton. 

Their family of seven were THOMAS JOHN 
(separate history), MARY MARGARET MAY 
born May 4, 1904 and died June 27, 1904. JANE 
(JEAN) FLORENCE was born June 16, 1905 and 
died September 13, 1978. She married Ralph Edward 
Louttit on September 26, 1931 at Hartney (see Dave 
Louttit history). HARVEY NELSON (separate his
tory). 

I, CATHERINE MINERVA was born May 8, 
1911 at Elva. In 1920 and 1922 my Dad moved back to 
the Stratton farm for short periods and while there I 
attended Roblin School and really loved it, otherwise 
I attended Melita School and always had lovely 
teachers, some of them are still around and I hope we 
will meet on Centennial day 1984. I attended the 
Presbyterian Church, belonged to the C.G.LT. and 
choir for a while and enjoyed the church Christmas 
concerts each year, also the dances and shows in the 
Theatre. Field Days always bring back fond memo
ries also the Fair Days. Married Burton Saunby, (see 
George Saunby history). 

LLEWELLYN M. (see separate history) and 
MATILDA MAUD. Maud was born April 13, 1917 
and died January 18, 1974. Maud the youngest 
daughter of Thomas and Jane Phair was born on part 
of the 1. Stratton farm, Section 3-4-28. It was a Friday 
night and a prairie fire was raging towards the house. 
Everyone was trying to keep Mother from knowing, 
but it did not get that far, and at 10:30 P.M. we had a 
little baby sister. 

Maud attended Melita School and worked in 
Melita for a while, then came to Winnipeg in 1943. 
She worked at the airport for a while, and then 



worked for A. B. Hamilton Company. She then took 
an apprenticeship in bookbinding and became a 
Bookbinder. After she completed her course she be
came Forelady of the Bindery at Public Press and was 
there for several years and left there to train for a 
Practical Nurse. Later she worked for Saltz and Pol
lards. In January 3, 1968 she married Manuel Matias 
in Brussels, and in 1969 came to Canada. They lived 
at 559 Ellice Avenue where their unfortunate deaths 
took place January 18, 1974 in the Haselmere Fire in 
which nine people lost their lives. 

Phair, Thomas John 
THOMAS JOHN PHAIR was born April 6, 

1902 and died July 13,1980. He was the eldest son of 
Thomas and Jane Phair of Elva. PHOEBIE ANN 
(TAUFFENBACK) of St. Anne Manitoba was born 
August 14, 1905. Thomas and Ann were married in 
Brandon on July 12, 1929. 

They lived at Hartney for several years, Thomas 
working for Watkins Company, later moving to 
Souris where he worked for the Raleigh Company. 
As a child Thomas attended school at Roblin School, 
later working for John Stratton on the farm. In 1919 1. 
Stratton went to Liberty Saskatchewan and Tom went 
with them, returning to Rosser Manitoba in 1921, 
where he stayed for a few years then returned to 
Melita. He worked on several farms and at the mill in 
Melita where they supplied the power for electricity 
for the town. Thomas was a member of the Orange 
Lodge. Mrs. Thomas Phair still resides in Souris. 
They had no family. 

Phair, Harvey Nelson 
HARVEY NELSON was born November 22, 

1907, the son of Thomas and Jane Phair. He was born 
on the home farm 4-4-28 and as a boy attended 
Roblin School. In 1919 he went to Liberty Saskatche
wan with the Stratton's and his brother Tom. Harvey 
attended the school at Liberty and when they moved 
to Rosser, Manitoba in 1921 he continued his educa
tion and completed it at Rosser School. Later when 1. 
Stratton passed away, Harvey worked for several 
contractors, the last one being the Waterton Dam 
Project. During the winter months he stayed in Win
nipeg with his sister and brother-in-law, Katie and 
Burton Saunby. In 1965 he came back to Melita 
where he made his home with his sister Jean Louttit. 
He remained in Jean's house until the spring after 
Jean passed away and at that time he had a stroke. 
Harvey now is a resident of the Melita Personal Care 
Home. 

Phair, Llewellyn M. 
LLEWELLYN or "BUCK" as he was com-
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monly known was born in the Elva district on March 
18, 1913, third son of Thomas and Jane Phair. He 
moved as a young child with his parents to Melita 
where he received his education. Buck married 
EVELYN HAMILTON on May 30, 1937 and they 
lived in Melita all of their married years. This family 
consists of Barry, who died in infancy, Sandra, 
Myrna and grandson Vince. Buck passed away on 
September 3, 1979. Evelyn is still residing at 138 
Maple Street, Melita. 

Sandra Knight (Phair) lives in Melita with her 
two daughters, Kylee born April 1964 and Erin born 
July 1971, and is presently employed at the new Era 
Publishing Company Ltd. 

Myrna married Allan Brown in 1966 and has 
three children, Alana born 1967, Nichole born 1969 
and Selby born 1975. They are residing at Rivers, 
Manitoba. Vincent, Myrna's son was born Apri14, 
1961, received his education in Melita and is pres
ently residing there. 

Phelps, Reginald 
by Dora (Phelps) Dingwall 

REGINALD HERBERT (REG) PHELPS was 
born on March 23, 1894, in Somerset, England, the 
second son of Joseph and Emily (Hayes) Phelps. Reg 
had two brothers, Clifford and Jack, both deceased. 
His only sister, Nellie, still resides in Somerset. 

Reg came to Canada at the age of 18, in 1912, 
along with his cousin Mabel (Coso) Gould and her 
husband William. After working for several farmers 
in the N apinka and Bernice areas, Reg began farming 
on his own in 1920. 

Reg married ETHEL WOODHEAD in Brandon 
on July 5, 1923. Ethel also came from England. She 
was born near Leeds, on September 4, 1894, the 
youngest daughter of Barker and Elizabeth Wood
head. Losing their parents at an early age, Ethel and 
her two sisters arrived at their uncle's homestead at 
Gilbert Plains in 1917. 

Reg and Ethel Phelps. 



JOSEPH ANDREW (Joe) was born on June 15, 
1924. Joe attended school at Bernice, Bede, and 
Browns Schools. He worked with his father and 
brothers for several years farming, then went to 
Brandon, where he took a welding course. He was 
employed in Brandon and Minnedosa for sometime. 
While at Minnedosa he met and married Jean Dunn 
of Winnipeg. They moved to Calgary in 1967, where 
Joe continued his welding career until 1981. They 
now reside in Hartney. 

I DORA was born on October 5, 1925. I also 
attended Bernice, Bede, and Browns Schools and 
later Melita Collegiate. I married Alf Dingwall of 
Deloraine on December 3,1948. Alf and I have four 
daughters. Laurie was born in 1960, Debbie in 1961, 
Jeannie in 1964, and Dawna in 1969. Laurie gradu
ated as a Licensed Practical Nurse in 1981. She is 
employed at Boissevain Hospital and was married on 
December 3, 1982 to Grant Finnie of Killarney. Deb
bie is attending Brandon University and Jeannie at
tending Assiniboine College. Dawna is in the eighth 
grade at Deloraine Collegiate. Alf was employed 
with the Department of Highways for 31 years. 

JACK was born July 19, 1927. He also attended 
Bernice, Bede, and Browns Schools. Jack farmed 
with his father and brothers for several years. He then 
worked in Brandon for some time, also at Thompson 
in the mines, later on going west. He is presently 
employed at Medicine Hat, Alberta. 

ALBERT was born January 29, 1929. Albert 
completed Grade IX at Browns School, then farmed 
in the Peninsula area, with his family. Tragedy struck 
September 10, 1955. A train, truck collision claimed 
Albert's life and seriously injured Reg. 

Reg and Ethel retired to Melita in 1961 where they 
spent many happy years. In 1973, they moved to 
Charleswood for one year. They now reside in Bren
Del-Win Lodge, Deloraine. 

Phillipson, Fred 
FRED married RUTH FORMAN April 14, 1936. 
She is the daughter of Wilbert and Bertha (McNish) 
Forman. 

We farmed the Kett's farm at Lyleton the summer 
of.1936. We rented the Forman farm the fall of 1936 
and moved there. 

In 1947 we purchased the Bland farm, 13-2-28, 
and farmed there until we built on W 31-2-27 and 
moved there December 1966. We still live there and 
Fred farms the half section. 

We had three children: ROBERTA, REG and 
CAROLINE. Caroline passed away January 4, 1945 
at the age of six and one half months. 

Roberta became a teacher. She married Garnet 
Stevens in April 1957. They have two children 
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Ramona and Laurie born during their nine years at 
The Pas. Ramona is a teacher and was married to a 
captain in the British Army July 10, 1982. She now 
lives in Germany. The son, Laurie, is a licensed 
Heavy Duty Mechanic and works for the County of 
Warner, Alberta. Roberta and Garnet both teach at 
Fort Macleod, Alberta where they have resided since 
1967. 

Reg decided to farm. He married Betty Kilfoyle 
in October 1965. They bought S 13-2-28 and live on 
the old farm. They have two girls: Shawna born in 
1966 and Audra in 1968. The girls attend Pierson 
Collegiate. Reg bought S 14-2-28 and N 11-2-28 from 
his grandmother in 1975. 

Phoenix, John 
MR. and MRS. JOHN PHOENIX and their fam

ily ROY, RHODA, MARION, RALPH and DOTT 
came from Orangeville, Ontario in 1903. 

They settled on the Thomas Patterson farm, SW 
29-3-27, north of Elva. The family attended Elva 
school. They farmed successfully for a number of 
years and later moved to the T. D. Sturgeon farm two 
miles east. They all were active and interested in 
community life especially music. 

Mr. Phoenix and the boys loved their horses. 
Rhoda taught school so was away a great deal. She 
taught at Melita and Elva. 

Marion taught music (Gertrude Hill was one of 
her pupils.) Marion, Roy, and Ralph played for the 
Elva dances, house parties, and schools before the 
twenties. After Marion left to live in Saskatchewan, 
Dott played the piano. She was active in the church as 
organist at Elva for several years and a member of the 
United Church Choir in Melita, along with playing 
for weddings. 

Ralph and MARGARET COATES (daughter of 
James Barber Coates) were married in 1918 living on 
the joining Sturgeon farm (Pleasant View). 

Mr. Phoenix died in 1932 and Mrs. Phoenix, Roy 
and Dott moved to Shoal Lake, Manitoba in 1934. 
They had five grandchildren; Jean (Forsyth) 
McArthur, Ross (deceased), Lois (Phoenix) Foster, 
Fern (Phoenix) Eccles, Merlin Phoenix. 

Pickett, Herb 
I, HERB, was born and raised at Tilston. Our 

home was on 30-5-29 northwest of Tilston which 
Dad (Robert Alexander) homesteaded in 1902. I 
lived there all my life until 1938 when I bought my 
own farm just in Saskatchewan. I married EMELIA 
(daughter of Tony Keen) in 1946. She was born at 
Montmartre, Saskatchewan and her family moved to 
Antler, Saskatchewan in the thirties. We lived on our 



farm west of Tilston until we retired to Melita in 
1975. 

In 1975 we decided we were going to quit farming 
so we started looking for a horne in Melita. Melita 
was the town we always did our shopping and bank
ing in while we were on the farm. 

Just at that time the house owned by Paul Jessen 
carne up for sale, so we had a look at it and liked both 
the house and the big lot which it seemed we needed 
as we were always interested in horticulture and in 
having a good garden and a lot of flowers. This lot 
seemed ideal for that very thing. We bought it and 
moved in here the middle of August, planned our 
vegetable garden and flower garden. It took a lot of 
work to clean it up and get the garden ready for 
spring. In 1977 we entered our grounds in provincial 
competition but it was not good enough, so we did a 
lot more work and changing after viewing other 
horne grounds winners. In 1978 we entered again, 
and this time we placed third, so we had more work to 
do and it paid off as we received first in 1979 and 
again in 1980 in the Provincial Horne Grounds. This 
is very interesting work and we have met so many 
very nice people from this area and many other areas 
and countries. Some people think this is a lot of hard 
work but we really enjoy doing it and helping any
body with their garden problems if we can. 

Herb and Emelia Pickett and sons Garry and Paul, daughter 
Marlene. 

Our family consists of two boys and one girl. 
They are all married GARRY, the oldest boy, mar
ried Joan McLean and has one girl and one boy. They 
live in Yorkton. PAUL married Jeanna Tinnant and 
has one girl and one boy. He lives in Cartwright. 
MARLENE married Glen Vanhove and has a girl 
and one boy. They live in Neepawa. So we have six 
grandchildren and between them and what we do in 
horticulture by helping others when we can it keeps 
us going and maybe keeps us from getting old. 

Emelia passed away November 8, 1982. 

690 

Pink, John Douglas 
by Lois Antonius 

JOHN DOUGLAS PINK was born in Belfast, 
Ireland about 1893 and served with the Canadian 
Army overseas. On his return to Canada he worked 
for Manitoba Telephone System and married MARY 
ELVA BURR born about 1894 of Killarney. Elva and 
John were married May 14, 1918 in Winnipeg and I 
believe some time was spent at Russell, Manitoba 
where the eldest of three children TORRANCE 
SAMUEL was born January 20, 1919. After they 
carne to Melita the second child LOIS ADELE was 
born December 22, 1925, and then BERYTH 
MARY January to, 1927. The family spent several 
years in Melita where John was district line man for 
the area and carne to know the residents of not only 
Melita but surrounding areas of Elva, Pierson, etc. 
We then spent a short time in Selkirk, Manitoba 
before my father was hospitalized in Winnipeg Gen
eral HospitaL The family moved to Winnipeg and 
resided close to the hospital. John Douglas died in 
1932; Elva died in February 1933, after placing the 
three children. 

Torrance Samuel went to an uncle and aunt, Er
nest and Iza Burr, at Langley Provire, British Colum
bia where he finished school and later served with the 
armed forces. On his return from overseas he met and 
married Queenie Fong at Aggazi, British Columbia 
on August 9, 1952. During their short life together 
they spent time in many areas of Bitish Columbia 
where Tory drove a logging truck, before he became 
associated with the penal system and eventually be
came warden of the Correctional System in Kam
loops, British Columbia. Tory passed away in 1964 
and Queenie and the two children still reside in 
Karnloops where Queenie is a sheriff - the first 
woman sheriff in the area. John the eldest, is a high 
school teacher, and Brenda is a biologist. 

Lois Adele, their second child, born December 
22, 1925, in Melita, Manitoba, was adopted by Er
nest and Elizabeth McBrien in Pierson in 1933, 
where they operated the telephone office. Steven 
Antonius carne to Pierson after serving in the armed 
forces, to work for the Charles Durwood Garage and 
boarded at the Robinson's. Steve and Lois were mar
ried November 3, 1946 at Pierson. They have three 
children. 

Patricia Diane born August 18, 1946 at Mrs. 
Forsyth's nursing horne, Melita, married Malachy 
Barrett of Winnipeg. They have two children; Steven 
and Linda. Pat manages a fur salon for Holt Renfrew. 
Mal is plant manager for Manco Dairies, Winnipeg. 

Barry Stephen was born February 19, 1950, at 
Shoal Lake while Steve worked for Du Frat's Garage 
in Elphinstone, Manitoba. Barry married Marilyn 



Amey of Winnipeg. They have three daughters; Kim
berly, Carrie, andKristina. Barry is a sales represen
tative for Compugraphies (computer machines). 

Timothy Grant was born June 2, 1953, at Bal
dur, Manitoba while Steve owned and operated the 
Glenora Garage and Farm Equipment. Tim is not 
married. He is sales representative for A. B. Dick at 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 

Steve has furthered his education over the years 
and is a member ofC.C.I. and W.R.E.B. He has had 
Anca Aluminium Sales for over 25 years, becoming 
well acquainted in many rural areas such as Melita 
and District. He now has Garden City Real Estate 
Company here in Winnipeg where we have lived 
since 1954. Lois has been a part-time employee of 
Sears, Garden City, for the past 10 years. 

Beryth Mary, the third child, was born January 
10, 1927, at Melita Manitoba, and was adopted by 
Mr. and Mrs. Bert Wood. She married Orville Boyd 
of Pierson. (see Wood and Boyd for further details). 

Pittman, John McBride 
. by Muriel Mushumanski 

JOHN McBRIDE PITTMAN came to the Was
kada area in 1905 from the state of Missouri, U.S.A. 
He went to work for Tom Wright, and in 1906 took up 
farming on the Tom Wright Farm on 34-2-26. During 
the time from 1906 and 1911, John met AGNES 
WILSON. They were married on December 21, 1911. 
They lived on 34-2-26 for a time. They farmed on 
several farms in the area. Their daughter GLADYS 
MARY was born in September, 1914. 

On March 15, 1918 they sold out and went to 
Missouri, with the intention of living there, but re
turned to Canada after a few months to take up 
farming again. This time they took up land southeast 
of Waskada, later known as the Bert Atchison farm. 
It was on this farm that their son JAMES WILSON 
was born on November 29,1919. 

They farmed there for a few years, later returning 
to the farm of Agnes' father, James Wilson. John and 
Agnes worked with Jim Wilson on the farm and 
raised Gladys and Jim who got their education at 
Verona School. The years passed and Jim Wilson's 
health was failing; by this time Gladys and Jim were 
grown up. Jim was able to work with his father, John, 
on the land. James Wilson died at the farm on January 
23, 1940. John and Agnes along with their daughter 
Gladys and son Jim continued to farm 26-2-26. 

In September 1940 Gladys Pittman married ROY 
VANOENE. They moved to Camduff, Saskatche
wan for a time and on their return took up farming 
northeast of Princess School, later moving to 
21-2-26. It was while they were farming this land that 
their son Clifford was born in July, 1944. They 
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remained on this farm until the fall of 1945 when they 
moved to the Tom Wright place. In November of 
1945 their son Andrew was born; a few years passed, 
a daughter Hazel was born and they had moved to the 
Adolf VanDele farm on 11-3-26 now owned by Terry 
Cocquyt. From there Roy and Gladys and family 
moved away to Brooks, Alberta. Due to illness 
Gladys is a patient in the Medicine Hat District 
Hospital. At the time of this writing I understand that 
Gladys is able to be up and around with the aid of an 
electric wheel chair. Gladys has been a patient of this 
hospital since 1963. Roy VanOene died in 1968. 

Pittman, James Wilson 
James (Jim) remained on the farm with his par

ents to work the land for his father. He also served 
some time in the Royal Canadian Artillery in Canada 
getting his honourable discharge in November, 1945. 

On July 11, 1945 James Wilson Pittman married 
EDITH MURIEL WICKHAM, daughter of 
William and Sarah (Humphries) Wickham. They re
sided with Jim's parents on the farm. On April 18, 
1946 their son Raymond James was born at Delo
raine Memorial Hospital. They remained on the farm 
and worked the land for Jim's father. In the spring of 
1948 Jim rented the land from his father and was 
farming for himself, at the time of his death. 

James Wilson Pittman died in Deloraine Memori
al Hospital on Tuesday, June 29, 1948 at the age of28 
years, seven months. 

Muriel and Raymond remained on the farm until 
the crop was taken off, then returned to live with her 
parents in the fall of 1948 (refer to Bill Wickham 
history). 

On October 12, 1948 John and Agnes called a 
sale; they then moved into Waskada. In November 
1949, due to several strokes, John Pittman was placed 
in S1. Boniface Old Folks Home in Winnipeg. John 
McBride Pittman died in March 1950. 

Agnes Pittman lived in Waskada for several 
years, at which time the farm on 26-2-26 was rented 
to Russell Wickham. He later bought the land. 

By this time Agnes' health was failing and she 
took up residence in the Assiniboine Hospital in 
Brandon. She died in Brandon on August 15,1965 at 
the age of 75 years, seven months. 

The farm land of 26-2-26 is now owned by Nor
man McKinnon. 

Pittman, Raymond James 
Raymond James Pittman married Mary Ann 

Wylie December 18, 1965. They live in Winnipeg 
and their children are: Cynthia Ann born July 16, 
1967; William James born May 17, 1969; Deven 



Wade born December 26, 1970; and Yvonne Nichole 
born July 21, 1972. 

Polwarth, James 
JAMES POLWARfH came to Canada in 1888 

from Minto Kames, Roxburghshire, Scotland to Car
berry, the home of his Uncle James. His Uncle John 
had also come to Carberry, but had gone further 
west, and taken up a homestead in the Melita area. 
Young James drove by ox team from Carberry to 
homestead N 32-4-27, just east of his Uncle John's. 
In 1892 he married JEANNIE GRIERSON, who had 
come to Canada from Bettyfield, Roxburghshire, 
Scotland with her brother Andrew that same year 
Their's was the first wedding in the Melita Pres
byterian Church, performed by Rev. White. 

James and Jeannie raised a family of three: JEAN 
MURRAY became Mrs. Charlie Forsyth (see C. 
Forsyth history), ANNIE LOWRIE became Mrs. 
George Henderson, (both girls were born in the sod 
house), and son JAMES ANDREW. 

Field work was done in the early days by oxen. 
On a hot summer day, when the flies were bad, the 
oxen would head straight into a slough of water, and 
no amount of coaxing could get them out until they 
were ready to come. 

One day in spring we had just sat down for dinner. 
Everything went so dark we could hardly see, so we 
went to investigate. The air was heavy with smoke. A 
farmer to the south had set fire to some straw and had 
gone in for dinner. Without a fire guard it soon 
spread, down the field to the creek, and along the 
edge, until it was right in front of the bam. The field it 
had crossed was covered with manure causing a lot of 
black smoke. Luckily, no buildings were destroyed. 

On another spring day, Jim hitched up the horse 
and cart to go and visit son-in-law and daughter 
George and Annie, who lived across the creek on the 
Tennyson farm. The water and ice had risen consid
eraly due to the spring run-off, and crossing it was 
very tricky. If he missed the gravel crossing he would 
be in trouble. He steered the horse too far to the east, 
and into deeper water, the cart getting caught on the 
ice and snow. The horse wasn't able to get footing 
and seemed to sense that something was wrong, and 
in trying to help, came over backwards, almost tak
ing Jim down into the icy water. He hoped to save the 
horse, if not the cart, and proceeded to cut the traces, 
but succeeded in cutting only one. He tried to keep 
the horse's head out of the water, but the bridle 
slipped off. By that time the horse was fagged out, 
her head flopped into the water and she drowned. It 
was a miracle that Jim managed to heave himself to 
safety pushing with his foot on the horse's side. 

Young cousins visited back and forth quite a bit 
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during the summer holidays and sometimes things 
happened which were both frustrating and amusing. 
An incident of this nature took place on the Polwarth 
Farm. The men came in from the field with their 
outfits of horses to find that all the halters, which 
were put on the horses to keep them in their stalls 
every night, had disappeared from the mangers. This 
would be quite a task, they thought, as some of the 
halters had not been untied all winter, and were found 
to be tied to each other, encircling a haystack. 

In the fall of 1926, James and Jeannie retired from 
farming and moved to Melita, at which time their son 
took over the farm. James died at Melita on January 
26, 1942; Jeannie died on June 26, 1957, in Souris 
Hospital, after having resided at Camduff Nursing 
Home, and Riverbend Nursing Home in Souris. 

Annie Polwarth married George Henderson on 
June 16,1921, at the home of her parents. George had 
come to Canada from Sunderland, England at the age 
of 16, to London, Ontario. He later moved to 
Broomhill, and farmed there before becoming em
ployed as buyer for Pool Elevators at Broomhill, 
Ebor, and Wawanesa. George and Annie also lived 
for a short time at Bowsman, Manitoba, and Langley 
Prairie, British Columbia. After 16 years with the 
Pool, George became associated with the Wawanesa 
Mutual, and served with them for 23 years. He was 
an avid gardener, and their home grounds displayed 
this talent. He was fond of sports. A great deal of his 
leisure time was spent assisting and promoting the 
youngsters taking part. Annie gave of her time and 
talents for many years, sewing clothing and quilts for 
the Red cross and the Children's Aid. After retire
ment, George and Annie moved to Brandon in 1964. 
George passed away September 7, 1965. Annie is 
presently residing in the Fairview Home in Brandon. 

Polwarth, James Andrew 
On June 30, 1926, JAMES ANDREW married 

ELIZABETH SIMPSON, daughter of Sarah and 
Adam Simpson of Elva. They farmed the homestead 
and lived there until their retirement in 1971, except 
for a period of 15 months, when in June, 1934, they 
shipped a carload of cattle, horses, implements and 
household effects to Bowsman, Manitoba and drove 
by car to farm land rented from brother-in-law 
George Henderson. They returned to the homestead 
at Melita in the fall of 1935. In May 1971 they moved 
to Souris and settled into a new mobile home in 
Glenwood Trailer Court, where Jim still resides. Jean 
passed away in October 1971. 

Two sons were born to Jim and Jean - James 
Allan, born June 30, 1927 (separate history), and 
John Murray, born in 1929, died in infancy. 



Polwarth, James Allan 
Allan received his schooling at Broomhill, and at 

age 16 went to work for Cobb Motors in Melita. He 
drove a cream truck for Melita and Souris Cream
eries, bought grain, railroaded at Minnedosa and 
Souris. He married Lauree Stonehouse of Reston, 
and lived in Souris. They bought S 18-8-21 northwest 
of Souris and combined AI's Transfer and farming 
until 1976, when the trucking business moved to 
town. 

Lauree and Allan have a family of one boy and 
two girls - Ian Kendall, born March 19, 1957; he 
works for the family business and lives in Souris. 
Colleen Roberta, born January 23, 1959; married 
Wayne Wagner June 20, 1981, is a legal secretary, 
and lives at St. Andrews, Manitoba; Vonna Arlene 
born July 15, 1960, married John Swaenepoel on 
November 19, 1978, lives at Souris. They have two 
sons, Frank Allan, born September 14, 1979, and 
George Anderson, born May 20, 1982. 

Pope, Septimus 
by Art Pope 

SEPTIMUS and ANNIE POPE and family ar
rived in Melita in the late 1800's. They homesteaded 
until his death, at which time the farm was sold and 
Annie moved into Melita. She purchased a general 
store which she ran with the aid of her family until 
her death in 1936. 

There were six children in the family: CLARA 
married Tom McJannet who operated the general 
store in the present location of the Red and White 
store. She died in 1965. 

MAUDE married William Graham who was an 
agent for the Massey Harris Company. She died in 
1962. 

HARRY worked for the Scott Fruit Company in 
Regina. He died in 1957. 

GEORGE was a contractor and helped build the 
school which is now the museum. He died in 1951. 

ETHEL married Goldie Rollins who worked in 
Hewitt's Drug Store. She died in 1939. 

Fred, the second youngest, was born on October 
2, 1881 in Thamesville, Ontario. (separate history) 

Pope, Fred Sr. 
In his early adult years FRED taught school in 

the Lyleton district, worked in the United States, and 
then homesteaded in the Mazenod district, southwest 
of Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. At the start of the 
hostilities in 1914 he joined the army and went over
seas with the 49th Regiment of the Canadian Expedi
tionary Force. While on active service in France he 
was wounded and invalided to the Birmingham Eye 
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Fred and Annie Pope (1935). Children, L.-R.: Bob, Art, Fred, 
Bill and Pat. 

Hospital in England. Here he met a nurse, ANNIE 
ASKEW, his future bride. 

In 1918 he was repatriated home and returned to 



his farm. The following year Annie came to Canada 
and they were married in Regina on May 24, 1919. 
They farmed for two years and in 1921 moved to 
Melita where Fred became the Customs Officer. 
Later, he and his family moved to the newly con
structed Canada Customs Office at the port of Coul
ter. He held this position until 1937 when ill health 
forced him to retire. He passed away on March 17, 
1941. 

After her husband's death, Mrs. Pope continued 
to reside in the family home on Maple Street (pres
ently owned by Mr. and Mrs. Harry Mason). She was 
an active worker in the Anglican Parish of Christ 
Church and the women's auxiliary of the Canadian 
Legion. During the war years she helped to organize, 
and was a volunteer worker, in the Red Cross Blood 
Donor Clinic which was held weekly. Since 1952 she 
has resided in Winnipeg with her son Arthur. Mrs. A. 
S. Pope passed away January 25, 1983. 

Fred and Annie had five children: 

Fred, the eldest, served as an R.C.A.F. pilot 
overseas during the war. He later graduated from 
Queen's University with a degree in Geology. He 
now resides with his wife Pauline in Kingsville, 
Texas, where he is involved with the oil industry. 

Bill, served in the R.C.A.F. as an Airframe Me
chanic. Following his discharge he worked in Bran
don at the Orchard Hardware, later moving to 
Winnipeg where he established a retail hardware 
business known as Niagara Hardware. In 1953 he 
sold this business and moved to Denver, Colorado, 
where he presently resides with his wife Florence. 
He is a sales executive with the Komac Paint Compa
ny. 

Arthur, after service in the R.C.A.F. as a wire
less air gunner, began a five year career with Canada 
Packers working in Melita, Dauphin and Winnipeg. 
In 1954 he joined Air Canada and is presently em
ployed in the finance department in Winnipeg. 

Bob graduated as a mechanical engineer from the 
University of Manitoba. For many years he worked 
for the A. V. Roe Corporation in Toronto and then for 
Bristol Aerospace in Winnipeg. He now resides, 
with his wife Evelyn and four children, in Ottawa 
where he is employed with the Federal Government 
Ministry of Transport. 

Pat graduated with a B.A. degree from the Bran
don University. She worked at the Great West Life 
Assurance Co. for ten years. She moved with her 
husband, Doug Gaye, to Vancouver and remained 
there for nine years. In 1972 they returned to Win
nipeg where they and their two children presently 
reside. 
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Pratt, Frederick 
by daughter Jean Dickson 

Dad, FREDERICK PRATT was born in 
Cuckfield, Sussex England in 1907 and immigrated 
to Canada with his parents in 1920. They settled in 
Estevan, Saskatchewan, but Dad soon left home to 
work in the Estevan Coal Fields, where he remained 
until the outbreak of World War II. In 1938 he mar
ried ROSAMOND STANLEY of the Torquay dis
trict. (sister of Mrs. Herman Wickstrom of Melita). 
In 1940 Dad volunteered for service with the Royal 
Canadian Engineers and served overseas throughout 
central Europe, Italy and Sicily until the end of the 
war. During this time mother worked in Toronto and 
following Dad's discharge in 1945 they remained in 
Toronto for a short time. 

In 1948 they returned to the prairies settling in the 
Peninsula district on 24-2-27. Dad and Mother took 
up farming full time building up a herd of cattle and 
having some grain land. They worked at improving 
the farmstead, doing some remodelling to the house 
and putting in electricity in 1952; planting trees; and 
building a new bam in 1960. 

They continued farming until ill health forced 
Dad to sell his cattle and rent out his land in 1968. In 
1972 they moved to Melita to enjoy their retirement 
years. After moving to town Mother worked four and 

Fred, Rosa and Jean Pratt. 



a half years as a cook at the Melita Health Centre. 
Also in later years they enjoyed several trips to points 
in Eastern and Western Canada as well as one trip to 
England where Dad had the opportunity of visiting 
his brother and other relatives stilI living there. 

In 1952 their only child, a daughter, GLORIA 
JEAN was born. 

I attended Peninsula School for two years before 
it's consolidation with Melita in 1960. I then attended 
Melita Elementary and Collegiate graduating in 
1970. During my school years I was very active in 
4-H work as a member and later as a junior leader; in 
C.G.LT. as a member and in school activities. 

In 1971 I married Tom Dickson of the Reston area 
and we have two children Michelle Lee born in 1976 
and Stacy Jean Marie born in 1978. Tom and I and 
our family now reside on the farm south of 
Pipestone. 

Dad passed away in July of 1982 and mother 
passed away March 22, 1983. 

Priem, Andre 
ANDRE was born in Eeyum, Belgium and re

ceived his schooling there. During the war years he 
worked in France and after the war he came to Cana
da, to Deloraine and worked around Deloraine, 
Wakada and Melita for a number of years. 

IRENE was born in the Turtle Mountains where 
her parents (Adolf and Maria Vanderkerkhove) lived 
and moved to Deloraine where Irene went to school 
in the Kirkwood District. 

After they were married they moved to Melita 
and Andre went to work for Cliff Reddaway. At that 
time daughter ROSALIE and son DENNIS were 
born. 

Then later they moved to their farm (12-3-27) in 
the Peninsula District. Rosalie and Dennis went to 
school at Melita and received their last year of col
lege in Brandon. 

Rosalie now lives at Brandon and works for the 
Hudson Bay Company. 

Dennis lives at Regina and works for the Canada 
Steel Company Regina. 

Andre and Irene still live on the farm in the 
Peninsula District. 

Poe, Alfred Douglas 
by daughter Mrs. Hector McInnes 

ALFRED DOUGLAS PUE, son of John and Sara 
(Edgar) Pue was born at South Monoghan, Ontario, 
May 10, 1870 came West to the Purple Hill district of 
Manitoba in 1890 and began farming. He was mar
ried January 16, 1907 by Reverend Thacker of 
Napinka to MARGARET JESSIE DORSAY, and 
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farmed in the Napinka district. She predeceased him 
in May 1911. He was married June 26, 1913 in Win
nipeg by Reverend McCullough to MARGARET 
JANE POAST of Kingston, Ontario. He moved to the 
Bede district in 1914 to NE 5-16-26 and lived there 
until his death August 22, 1959. He served on the 
Bede School Board for a number of years. He was a 
member of the N apinka Masonic Lodge for 50 years. 
His wife Margaret passed away March 12, 1961. The 
family still lived and farmed on the family farm, at 
Bede. GORDON Pue still owns the family farm at 
Bede. One daughter, GLADY (Mrs. Hector 
McInnes) lives at Napinka. One son VICTOR pre
deceased September 4, 1967 and one son WALTON 
predeceased November 25, 1981 and one son died in 
infancy in March 1916. 

Poe, Abner 
by Larry Carr 

NELLIE CARR (daughter of David and Isabella 
"Carnegie" Carr) was born in 1891 married ABNER 
PUE (son of John and Sara "Edgar" Pue) in 1910 and 
lived at Bede until 1912; moved to Napinka in 
1912-1917, and back to Bede in 1919. They moved to 
a farm southeast of Napinka in 1923. Son George still 
lives on the home farm. Nellie passed away. The 
children were EVELYN, GEORGE, LAVINA and 
ROYAL. (separate history) 

Evelyn born on April 26, 1911 married Archie 
Whitey and they are living in British Columbia. They 
have one son, Ken. 

George, born June 10, 1912 lives on the home 
farm south of Napinka. 

Lavina was born December 12, 1914 and married 
HECTOR McINNES in April 1935. She passed 
away November 2, 1963 at Napinka. Children were: 
Harvey, born November 9, 1938 married Evelyn 
Balonyck September 17, 1963 at Gladstone. Chil
dren; Kim born May 3, 1965, Timothy born Decem
ber 2, 1971. 

Malcolm born June 16, 1941 married Bess Mus
selwhite, Victoria, April 16, 1966. Children are Paul 
born March 12, 1967; Wendy born December 5, 
1969; and Connie born March 13, 1971. 

Shirley born February 2, 1944, married John 
Kitchen December 8,1973 (he passed away Septem
ber 29, 1978) at Oakville. Son Teddy was born March 
10, 1976. 

Marilyn born October 28, 1947, married Murray 
Stovin of Deloraine, November 25, 1967. Sons are 
Warren, born December 4, 1969; and Wade born 
August 11, 1971. 

Wayne, born June 5, 1951, married Sharon 
Hutchins April 16, 1974. Daughters are Tania, born 



September 25,1975; and Crystal born December 11, 
1979. 

Irma, born February 8,1956, married Chris Bot
teril of Newton, August 4, 1973. Children are Kirk, 
born October 19, 1973; Greg, born December 29, 
1974; and Trent born August 8, 1981. 

Pue, Royal 
ROYAL was the son of Abner and Nellie Pue. He 

married MADELINE TAYLOR (daughter of Milton 
and Mary). They lived at N apinka for a year. Royal 
joined the R.C.A.F. and after training had a tour of 
operations from England. He then returned and 
bought the 1. T. McCallum farm NW 7-4-26, where 
he farmed for many years. He passed away in Mesa, 
Arizona, December 25, 1972. 

There are three children. Carol Vint, Min
nedosa, Linda Schnell of Winnipeg and Jerry of 
Ganges, British Columbia. 

Quane, Thomas 
Mr. and Mrs. Quane came to Melita in 1912. 

TOM had arrived in Canada in 1910 and worked at 
Boissevain until 1912 when MRS. QUANE and 
daughter DORIS arrived from the Isle of Man. 
FRANK the second child was born in 1912, followed 
by MYRA MONA in 1913. Mona died in 1914 and 
LAWRENCE was born in 1915; PHYLLIS in 1917, 
CHARLIE in 1919 and FRED in 1921. Mr. Quane 
died in August 1953 and Mrs. Quane June 1959. 

Thomas Quane (1936). L.-R., Back: Thomas, Fred, Lawrence, 
Charlie, Frank. Front: Eleanor, Doris, Phyllis. 

Tom worked as a drayman until he joined the 
Canadian Pacific Railway as a section man until his 
retirement in 1950. He was caretaker of the United 
Church for many years and also the Odd-Fellows 
Hall. Tom enjoyed singing and belonged to the 
church choir, taking part in cantatas and concerts put 
on by the group. Wife Eleanor kept busy with her 
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large family and was a good neighbor and full of fun. 
They enjoyed a trip back to their homeland in 1950. 

Doris the eldest lives in Melita. 
Frank was married in Hudson, Ontario in 1934 to 

Marie Smorang and they had three children, Mona, 
Frances and Brian. Marie died in 1972 and Frank in 
1973 and they are buried in Sioux Lookout Cemetery. 

Phyllis married Albert Dobbyn in June 1939. (see 
Albert Dobbyn history) 

Charlie the sixth child in the family left Melita at 
an early age. He learned the baking trade with his 
brother Frank at Sioux Lookout, Ontario and stayed 
there till he joined the Canadian Army in 1941 and 
was discharged in 1946 with the rank of staff ser
geant. He returned to the baking trade in Saskatoon 
and on September 28, 1946 married Marjorie Larsen. 
In 1948 he purchased a bake shop in Morden, Man
itoba, which he operated until 1963 when he started 
work with the Manitoba Department of Highways 
and was still employed with them at the time of his 
death in December 1981. They had two sons, Ross 
born in December 1951 and Charles in July 1956. 
Ross is a chartered accountant in Winnipeg and was 
married in October 1979. Charles lives and works in 
Morden. 

Quane, Lawrence 
LAWRENCE, (Pop) the fourth child of Thomas 

and Eleanor Quane was born in Melita and has lived 
here all his life with the exception of four years spent 
in the Air Force. He married HAZEL BOYD in June 
1939 and they have three daughters, Marilyn, Verla 
and Eleanor. 

L.-R.: Eleanor, Verla, Lawrence, Hazel, Marilyn Quane. 



Marilyn took her schooling in Melita and worked 
at the Royal Bank here and later for United Grain 
Growers in Winnipeg. In September 1961 she mar
ried Don Armstrong of Gainsborough. They now live 
in Gainsborough and Don farms. They have four 
children, Wendy, Dawn, Allison and Ward. 

Verla attended school in Melita and enjoyed 
sports, particularly playing on a softball team. She 
graduated from Winnipeg General Hospital School 
of Nursing with her R.N. in 1965, and was married to 
Jim Driedger of Morden in April 1966. They now live 
in Carman and have two sons, Bradley and Ryan. 
Verla is presently employed at Boyne Lodge as Di
rector of Nursing. . 

Eleanor, the youngest took part in all sports dur
ing her school years. She attended figure skating 
school several summers and taught skating in Melita 
and also at Napinka and Pierson. She received a B.A. 
Degree from the University of Manitoba with Psy
chology major in 1971 and was employed at the 
Clarke Institute of Psychiatry in Toronto. In August 
1974 she married Terry Jenkins of St. John's, New
foundland, and they lived in Toronto. They have 
three children, Christopher, Andrea and Michael. 

Pop was the Imperial Oil agent in Melita for 20 
years and also drove a school bus for 13 years. He 
was always interested in sports and played hockey for 
many years from the high school team to the inter
mediates. He has maintained his interest in the games 
and the Melita teams. When he could no longer play 
hockey he curled and enjoyed the bonspiels. Hazel 
also curled and they attended many mixed bonspiels 
in the area during the 1950's. Lawrence served one 
term on the Melita Town Council and twice was 
president of the local branch of the Royal Canadian 
Legion. Hazel also served two years as president of 
the Ladies Auxiliary and has been a member of the 
United Church Women for many years. 

Quane, Fred 
FRED, the youngest of the Thomas Quane fam

ily has lived in Melita all his life with the exception of 
two years working at Boissevain. He was married to 
LILLIAN LAURENT of Alida in July 1946. They 
have four children. 

Randy, the eldest lives in Winnipeg and works as 
a superintendant for Kimberly-Clark in the flax straw 
division. 

Wayne, the second son and his wife Mona with 
their two children, Kelly and Kurtis live in Calgary 
where Wayne is employed with a plumbing firm. 

Daughter Debbie lives in Virden and works for 
the Royal Bank. 

Valerie, the youngest is married to Pat Green. 
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They live in Melita and have a daughter Mardel and a 
son Myles Patrick. 

Fred played hockey in his younger days. He was a 
good curler and still curls and golfs with his family 
members. He is employed with Critchlow Trucking. 
Lil keeps busy baking and cooking in various hotels 
and restaurants in Melita. 

Rawlinson, Amos 
AMOS was born in 1877. He married LILLIAN 

PEARN in England on May 7, 1904. They came to 
Canada in 1907 and lived in Ontario until 1921 when 
they moved to Elva, Manitoba. In 1925 they came to 
the West Brenda District, north east of Melita. They 
lived on two other farms before settling on 21-4-26, 
in 1927. This farm is still owned and operated by 
their youngest son, Leslie. There were three sons and 
four daughters. During the depression they moved 
north to Strathclair, Manitoba in 1933. They lost their 
home by fire on January 6, 1934. They then moved to 
Cardale, Manitoba, returning to Melita in 1939. 

Lillian passed away June 4, 1951, at the age of 69 
years. Amos married ETHEL GANNON in 1956. He 
passed away May 2, 1965. 

LILLIAN was born in England on February 25, 
1906. She married Thomas Wyatt, December 15, 
1926. (see Sam Wyatt history). 

ROBERT was born in Ontario, July 25, 1909. He 
married RACHEL GANNON of Be de, Manitoba on 
November 30,1932. They had one son, Donald born 
September 21, 1933. He married Rhoda Risby of 
Winnipeg. They had three children, Joy, Gregory, 
and Dalene. Rachel passed away February, 1959. 
Donald works for hydro and lives at Sechelt, British 
Columbia. Bob lives at Napinka, Manitoba. 

MAE was born in Ontario, May 8, 1913. She 
married JAMES GANNON of Bede, Manitoba on 
December 3, 1931. They had one son, Lyle, born 
June 26, 1939. They moved to Ontario in 1951. Mae 
came back to Manitoba in 1967 and married Lenard 
Whitwell on December 13, 1969. They are now liv
ing at Whitby, Ontario. Lyle was married February 
14, 1959 and had two daughters, Debra and Kelly. 
Divorced in 1964 and married Carolyn. They have 
two sons, Michael and Patrick, and live at Pickering, 
Ontario. 

ALBERT was born in Ontario, April!, 1916. He 
married Violet Westbrook of Cardale, Manitoba on 
October 30, 1939. They celebrated their 40th Wed
ding Anniversary in October, 1979. Albert passed 
away June 16,1980. Violet passed away July 31,1981 
at the age of 78 years. They were predeceased by an 
infant son in 1941. 

RUTH was born in Ontario, August 18, 1918. 



She married Ernest Wilson on October 3, 1941. (see 
Ernie Wilson history) 

LESLIE was born at Elva, on July 4, 1921. He 
married NORMA BUGG of Napinka, Manitoba on 
December 4, 1944. They have a daughter and a son. 
Linda was born October 19,1948. She married Gary 
Maxwell of Ninette, on April 5, 1969. They have a 
son and a daughter, Jeffrey born February 18, 1973 
and Jodi born April 20, 1975. They are now living at 
Oakville, Ontario. William was born August 19, 
1952. Les, Norma and Bill live in Melita, 17 Byers 
St. for the winter months, and on the farm in the 
summer. On July 8, 1976, a twister raced through the 
farmyard, uprooting trees etc. but the house which 
was built in 1890 still stands. 

ELSIE was born at Melita, Manitoba. She mar
ried Douglas Ruttan of Napanee, Ontario. She lived 
in Ontario until 1968, when she moved to Calgary, 
Alberta, then to Melita in 1971, where she still re
sides. 

Reddaway, Clifford 
CLIFF was born west of Coulter and spent a 

number of years around this area. In 1933 he went to 
Hamiota along with many fellows for the depression 
years. In 1937 he started farming in the Elva district. 
He married DOROTHY DAVIS of Hamiota in 1938. 
They had two daughters, VIOLA and YVONNE. In 
1943 they moved to the Cameron farm two miles west 
of Coulter. They farmed there for three years. In 1944 
Cliff bought Herb Dobbyn's farm a mile and a half 
west of Melita. They moved to this farm the fall of 
1945 when Viola started school. Yvonne took her 
schooling in Melita also. 

Viola married LARRY CARR of Bede. (see 
Charles Carr history). 

Yvonne married FRANK JOHNSTON from 
Foxwarren in 1960. They lived in Winnipeg where 
Frank worked in the Royal Bank and later took a 
course in barbering. Yvonne was a stenographer. 
They moved to Vancouver in 1968. They now live at 
Ladner, British Columbia with their two children 
Ronald and Marnie. Frank has his own barber shop. 

Cliff and Dot built a home in Melita where they 
live in the summer. They spend the winter in Ari
zona. 

Reid, James S. 
JAMES S. REID was born on June 28,1862, one 

of the children of Charles and Mary Reid, in Egan
ville, Ontario. He grew up on the Reid farm in the 
area. He later became a tinsmith. 

His first trip west was a three month tour of 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta in 1892. He did 

698 

some tinsmith work along the way. One job was at the 
R.C.M.P. barracks in Regina. 

James Reid married ANNIE STEWART of 
Pembroke, Ontario, on February 7, 1894. They lived 
in Eganville, Ontario. 

James and Annie Reid and daughters. L.-R.: Marion, Eliz
abeth, Annabel and Margaret. 

In October 1902 Mr. and Mrs. Reid and their four 
daughters, MARGARET, MARION, ANNABEL 
and ELIZABETH left Eganville and came west to 
Emerson, Manitoba, where Mr. Reid worked as a 
tinsmith for two years. Next they moved to Win
nipeg, where Mr. Reid worked for the Ormsby Tin
smith Company. One of his jobs for them was 
working on the old St. Boniface Cathedral. 

On October 31, 1908, James S. Reid and his 
family moved to Melita, Manitoba. They lived in the 
Rumball house on Front Street, later they bought the 
Campbell house on Poplar Street. 

In Melita J. S. Reid worked as a tinsmith for 
Campbell and Ferguson Hardware. Later he set up 
his own tinsmith shop on Front Street opposite the 
grist mill, where he purchased the business from 
Gordon Howden. Mr. Reid's second location was on 
Main Street in the building later owned by Russell's 
Electric. Finding this building too large, Mr. Reid 
traded it for another farther up the street, now oc
cupied by Sears Catalogue Sales Office. 

This was his last location as a tinsmith. When 
work became scarce in the twenties, the Reids pur
chased a farm just east of where Highway 83 curves 
north after curving away from Melita. They lived on 
the farm until the early 1930's, when Mr. Reid again 
returned to his tinsmith business. 

He and Mrs. Reid lived in a suite over the shop on 
Main Street. Here the grandchildren loved to visit 
when they came to town. Every Christmas the Reids' 
daughters Marion (Robinson) and Elizabeth 



(Gillander) and their families had a wonderful 
Christmas dinner and family gathering with Grand
ma and Grandpa Reid. In the afternoon everyone 
helped turn the ice-cream freezer, to make Grandma 
Reid's delicious home-made ice-cream. 

Grandpa Reid would tell fascinating stories of his 
younger days in Ontario, when he and his friends 
went hunting. His grandchildren used to say 
"Gramp, tell us a deer story. " 

Grandma Reid used to tell us all about the rela
tives back east. We almost felt as though we knew 
them too. When we grew up and did some travelling, 
it was most interesting to visit some of the people and 
places she told us about. 

In the summer holidays Annabel (McIntyre) and 
her family came to visit her parents, her sisters and 
their families. 

Mrs. Annie Reid passed away on April 28, 1941. 
Mr. Reid continued to live and work in his tin

smith building. Many of his friends, such as Jack 
Davison, Lou Quinn, Billy McCallum, Bill Long, 
John Lamport, George and Bill Anderson, found his 
shop a welcome spot to come in and sit for an after
noon chat. 

In 1946 Mr. Reid married MARY BEATTY and 
they moved to a house on Maple Street, near the 
creamery. 

James S. Reid passed away on September 13, 
1954. 

The Reid's family of four daughters were: 
Margaret, who was well known in Melita for; her 

Sunday School work, participation in young people's 
groups, her fine contralto voice, and choir work in 
Melita and Regina. She became a stenographer, 
working for an uncle in Renfrew, Ontario, then for 
Mr. G. Archibald, and Mr. D. W. Yuill lawyers in 
Melita. Later she opened her own office as a Public 
Stenographer in Regina, Saskatchewan. She passed 
away on January 23, 1935. 

Marion was known for her soprano voice and 
choir work, especially with the Presbyterian Church 
in Melita. She taught school at Pratt, Starbuck, West 
Brenda and Plumas. She married 1. B. Robinson in 
1923. (see Robinson History) 

Annabel - worked in the Melita Dental Office 
for Dr. Raymond Jones. In 1919 she married Arthur 
McIntyre, a station agent for the C.P.R. at Lancer, 
Saskatchewan. They also lived in stations at Monarch 
and Nanton, Alberta. They are now retired and live 
in Calgary, Alberta. On June 11, 1979 Annabel and 
Arthur McIntyre celebrated their 60th Wedding An
niversary. Their daughter Eleanor lives in Calgary. 

Elizabeth - married JAMES GILLANDER in 
1924. (see James Gillander history) 
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Renwick, Eldon 
ELDON was the second son of John and Char

lotte (Greenley) Renwick. He was born on March 22, 
1900 at Coultervale and took his schooling at Coulter
vale School. On December 2, 1925 he married ETTA 
ADAMS, only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. F. Adams of 
Goodlands and they engaged in mixed farming in the 
Coulter area. In 1933, due to the dry year, they moved 
to Hamiota and farmed there for five and one half 
years moving back to Coulter in 1939 to the farm. 

They had five children, LORRAINE, LARRY, 
HARVEY, SHAREN and La VERNE. Lorraine 
married GEORGE MALLO who is a mixed fanner 
at Coulter. They had three children. Beverley mar
ried Bill Yoemans from Napinka who at present is a 
carpet salesman at Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. They 
have two girls, Tracy and Cassandra. Dwain and 
Garry farm with their dad. 

Larry married CONNIE McRAE. They have 
five boys and one girl - David, William, Donald, 
Steven, Gerald and Debbie. Larry is a mixed farmer 
at Coulter. 

Harvey married SHIRLEY ROBLIN and is a 
mixed farmer at Coulter. They have three children, 
one boy and two girls, Murray, Laurie and Jen
nifer. 

Sharen lives in Brandon. She married DAVID 
ARNOTT and he is in the Service. They have three 
children, Lise, Darrell and a step daughter Debbie. 

LaVerne died when she was one and one half 
years old and was the second child. 

Eldon passed away January 18, 1966. In 1971 Etta 
moved into Melita and lives at 157 Boundary Street 
in the house she bought from Bill Clarke. 

Richardson, Richard H. 
taken from June 2,1927 New Era 

R. H. RICHARDSON located in Melita in 1883. 
He started the first store. He passed away at his 
Vancouver home May 20, 1927 at the advanced age 
of 80 years. 

Deceased was born at Vars, Ontario, July 1, 1847 
and came to Winnipeg in 1882. In the following year 
he moved to Melita, (afterwards named so) and 
homesteaded two and a half miles southwest of town 
on land now owned by Fred Merritt. 

Before the steel on the CPR Brandon-Estevan 
subdivision was laid, Mr. and MRS. RICHARDSON 
moved to the townsite and here they opened the first 
store. Seventeen years ago, they moved to Vancouver 
where they resided until death. Mrs. Richardson died 
in October 1926. 

The late Mr. Richardson was a prominent mem
ber of the Lo.o.F. and was one of the pioneer mem-



bers of Melita Lodge No. 20, in which he retained 
membership until his death. 

He left to mourn his passing one daughter, MRS. 
W. N. PHINNEY 576-19 Avenue West, Vancouver 
and HARRY T. RICHARDSON of North Bat
tleford, Saskatchewan. Funeral was conducted by 
Rev. M. H. Jackson of the Church of England. Pall
bearers were all old time residents of Melita and Elva 
districts. 

Robertson, James 
by Margaret (Bunty) Thomson, Bill Robertson, 
Sheila Powell, Terry Robertson 

JIM and Jean Robertson's story had its begin
nings in Duffus, Murrayshire County, Scotland in 
1880. That was Dad's birthplace, and he took his 
carpentry apprenticeship in Elgin, Scotland until 
1902, then came to Canada in 1903. 

His first job was in Winnipeg where he worked 
for R. N. Wyatt Construction until 1906. That year 
he moved to Melita where he served for several years 
as foreman on construction jobs. "Jim", as he be
came known in the community, met mother in 1910 
while building a barn for Jim Hyde in the North 
Antler district. 

Mother's maiden name was JEAN McMEEKIN. 
She had arrived in the Melita area form Northern 
Ireland in the spring of 1907. She was born in 1889 in 
B all yclare , leaving there at 18 for her new life in 
Canada. Her travelling companion on this great ad
venture was Kitty Kilfeather, a name which is well
known even today in Sligo. 

On arrival in this country, the two young Irish 
lasses spent a short time in Winnipeg before going 
their separate ways. 

Jim and Jean Robertson. 
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Mom and Dad were married December 9, 1911 in 
the Melita Presbyterian Church. It was the first mar
riage ceremony performed by the Church's new min
ister, the Reverend M. P. Floyd. An interesting 
sidelight to this look into the past is that Reverend 
Floyd's last wedding united in marriage daughter 
Sheila to Albert Powell on October 27, 1944. 

For their honeymoon, Mom and Dad returned to 
Ireland and Scotland for a few months. They came 
back to Canada in 1912, returning to the Melita 
district to start a life-long attachment to the com
munity which spanned more than half a century. 

The house that stands today, located on the corner 
of Front and Elm Streets, was built by Dad and is now 
owned by Mr. and Mrs. Jack Clifford. 

Mom and Dad had five children, BLAIR 
ATHOLL, MARGARET ELIZABETH (Bunty), 
WILLIAM JAMES (Bill), KATHLEEN SHEILA 
and TERENCE FORBES. We all grew up "in the 
house across from the rink". We have many fond 
memories of those years when skating, curling and 
hockey were so much a part of our lives. At playoff 
time, the cars would be jammed almost to our door
step. The crowds during the 30s and 40s, when such 
teams as Boissevain, Deloraine, Killarney, Teulon, 
Morden, etc. came to town, were unbelievable. The 
rink could have been twice the size and still wouldn't 
have been big enough. We remember one playoff 
game when Bill had to be lifted over the crowd in the 
waiting room to get on the ice. 

Memories also bring to mind the summer outings 
in River Park. Swimming in the Souris River (Mother 
taught everyone of us to stay afloat), picnics in the 
'Fairy Ring', picking baskets of wood (Mom's and 
Anna Musson's favourite pastime) and tremendous 
friends like the Byers, Hoovers, Dunbars, Lamonts, 
Waites, Scotts, Ashtons, Boyds, Morrows, Larways 
and many more. 

Dad remained as foreman with Wyatt Con
struction until the early 1940's and his work took him 
throughout western Canada. Schools, post offices, 
banks, houses, barns and bridges were among the 
projects he supervised. He went into business for 
himself and his contracts included work on the 
Melita Legion Hall, Wilson Memorial Hospital and 
River Park Bridge. He remained active until 1970 and 
then "retired". 

Our brother Atholl passed away in January 1970, 
Mother in June 1970 and Dad in December 1972. 
There are eight grandchildren, and nine great grand
children. 

In closing, we would like to pay tribute to our 
parents and all parents of our generation to whom we 
owe a great debt of gratitude for all their sacrifices, 
care and fortitude. It has helped make it possible for 



us and our children to enjoy the life we are now 
privileged to live. 

Robertson, James 
by Bill and Mary Coates 

MARY JANE ROBERTSON and children left 
Oban, Scotland to join their husband and father 
James in Melita, in December, 1910. The boat went 
off course in a storm and they were at sea a week 
longer that anticipated. They finally arrived in Melita 
in a terrific blizzard in the afternoon by train January 
1, 1911 and were met by a livery man. Two men had to 
lead the horses to find the way to the house. There 
were five children aged four to nine. They were just 
dressed in knee high stockings and light clothes, not 
suitable for the weather that met them. The sixth 
child MARGARET (PEGGY) was born later that 
year. 

MR. JAMES ROBERTSON left his wife, Mary 
Jane, and six children in Melita shortly after their 
arrival in Melita from Scotland when the youngest 
child, Margaret, was three months old. Times were 
very hard for the family to make a living. Mrs. 
Robertson kept house for people in Pierson and 
Pipestone but couldn't manage to keep all the chil
dren together. However, the children found good 
homes in the districts around Melita and were treated 
wonderfully well. The family lived in Melita and 
Pierson. Mrs. Robertson moved to Pipestone and it 
was then that some of the children went to live with 
other families. 

L.-R, Back: Mary, Mrs. Mary Jane Robertson, Mina, Alex, 
Agnes. Front: Harriet and Margaret. 

ALEX ROBERTSON went out to work on 
farms in the district around Melita until he joined the 
army in 1940. He was overseas until 1945, returned to 
work in Winnipeg residing there until he passed away 
in 1979. 

MARY ROBERTSON lived with McLaughlin's 
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in Belses district and went to, school, later took a 
business course in Brandon and worked in Mr. Cre
rars law office for seven years. She married Bill 
Coates Jr. (see Bill Coates Jr.) 

AMINA ROBERTSON went to live at Furt
ney's, then lived in Pipestone with the 1. W. Elliotts 
as a child. She went to Winnipeg in 1929 to attend 
business college. Amina married Walter Vernum 
from England in 1935 and moved to Toronto. Amina 
worked at the Toronto Star. Walter was a manufac
turer's agent. They had no children. They moved to 
Calgary in 1957. Walter passed away in 1973. Amina 
still resides in Calgary. 

AGNES ROBERTSON went to live with 
Bismark Brandon family when she was six, later 
lived in Drayton, Ontario with them until finishing 
her schooling. She moved to Winnipeg in 1929 where 
she worked at Dominion Envelope and Carton. 
Agnes married John S. Whitehead of Lit yfield, Man
itoba. They farmed on the Whitehead farm until John 
retired. John was killed in a car accident in 1980. 
Agnes moved to Winnipeg and resides there now. 
They have one daughter, Sandra, who lives and 
teaches school in Winnipeg. 

HARRIET ROBERTSON moved in with Cos
groves in Napinka in 1913 until she was 12 years old, 
then she lived with 1. W. Elsey's in Napinka. She 
worked in the N apinka telephone office for a few 
years, then moved to Winnipeg and worked in The 
Dominion Bank until 1948. She then moved to Cal
gary where she still resides. 

MARGARET ROBERTSON, known as PEG
GY, moved from Melita to Pipestone with her moth
er until 1924 when they moved to Redvers. Mrs. 
Robertson and Peggy moved to Winnipeg in 1928 
and resided there until Mrs. Robertson passed away 
in 1934. Peggy worked in Winnipeg as a stenogra
pher until she married Irven Parsons from Bethune, 
Saskatchewan in 1938. Irven was in the Air Force 
during the war. Upon his discharge they moved to 
Calgary and Irven worked for the Calgary Stampede 
and Exhibition until he retired. They reside in Cal
gary at this time. They had no children. 

Robinson, George 
GEORGE ROBINSON was born in Northumber

land, England in 1897. He served in the First World 
War and was a prisoner for sometime. After the war 
he married FRANCES WILKINSON. In 1926 
George immigrated to Canada and worked on a farm 
at Dand. In 1927 Frances and the children joined 
him. He purchased a farm in the Princess District at 
Waskada and farmed until 1960, selling his farm to 
the Dickinson Brothers. He then retired to Elva. In 
1975 George and Frances moved to Melita where 



they eventually bought the house at 9 Maple Street 
where George now resides. 

Frances passed away at the Melita Personal Care 
Home on August 23, 1981. They had been married 62 
years. They had two children, DORIS (Mrs. Aldy 
Shannon of Elva) and TOM who is presently at 
Medicine Hat, Alberta. 

Robinson, William 
WILLIAM (WILL) ROBINSON was born at 

'1\.llen Settlement" near Madoc, Ontario on March 
24, 1862. On February 15, 1888 he married MAR
GARET AN VAN KLEEK in Madoc, Ontario. 
Three children, WILLIAM DURWARD, (separate 
history) born in 1889, MAGGIE LAVINA (LULU), 
born in 1891 and JOHN BEVERLEY born August 
11, 1897. All three children were born in Madoc. In 
1898 William Robinson came to Swan River, Man
itoba. The Robinsons had another son, ROBERT 
BRUCE, born at Minitonas on July 26, 1900. 

William bought one half section of land at Pet
tapiece, near Rapid City, Manitoba, where the fam
ily stayed until 1908. 

Next the family purchased a farm north east of 
Melita, south of the Bede district (three quarter sec-

Mr. and Mrs. William Robinson and sons Bev, Bruce and 
Durward. 
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tion plus 80 acres). There were no trees around the 
buildings, so Mr. and Mrs. Robinson and family 
planted by hand, the present large sheltering grove of 
hundreds of trees of many varieties, including a very 
unique semi-circular caragana hedge. 

Beverley (Bev.) attended West Brenda School 
and later Bruce attended the new Bede School. Lulu 
Robinson passed away in 1910. 

Later, Mr. and Mrs. Robinson, Bev, and Bruce 
moved to Melita. In 1923, Mr. and Mrs. William 
Robinson and Bruce moved to a farm they had pur
chased near Virden, Manitoba. William Robinson 
died at Virden on July 14, 1929. 

Robinson, John Durwood 
DURWOOD married ANNIE HENRY of Oak 

River, and took up residence on the home farm for 
awhile. 

Mr. and Mrs. Durward Robinson moved to a farm 
near Rivers, Manitoba. They had two children, Jack 
and Margaret. Durward's wife Annie and their 
daughter Margaret died while they lived at Rivers. In 
the early 1940's Durward and his son Jack moved to 
Ontario, where Durward later remarried. He and his 
wife Alice lived at Nobleton, Ontario, where Dur
ward Robinson passed away on September 14,1973. 

Jack Robinson and his wife Hazel live in Paris, 
Ontario. They have a son, Durward, who, with his 
wife Cindy, also live in Paris. 

Robinson, John Beverley 
After the William Robinson family moved to 

Melita, BEV attended Business College in Brandon, 
where he boarded with the Morrisons. During World 

Bev and Marion Robinson's family. L..R., Back: lan, Bev. 
Front: Marion, Bill, Beverley and Noreen. 



War 1, Bev joined the army. In February 1918 he went 
overseas with the 27th Winnipeg Battalion. He saw 
active service in France, Belgium and Germany from 
August to December 1918. He was with his battalion 
on the outskirts of Mons on Armistice Day, Novem
berl1, 1918. After returning from overseas, Bevtook 
a course in Auto Gas Tractor Engineering at 
Hemphill's Trade Schools Limited in Winnipeg. He 
worked in a garage in Melita until the William Robin
son family moved back to the farm in the Bede 
district. Bev operated the threshing machine for the 
Fred Halls' steam outfit, during harvesting in the 
early 1920's, at Assiniboia and Stoughton, Saskatch
ewan. On November 29, 1923 Beverley Robinson 
married MARION REID of Melita. Bev and Marion 
took over the family farm in the Bede district. 

They had four children, who all attended Bede 
School and Melita High School. Noreen taught 
school at Bernice, Browns and Elva. She is now Mrs. 
Jack Junson and they live in Winnipeg. (see Clarence 
Junk history). Ian is a geologist. He married Vema 
Kempthorne of Boissevain and they live in Calgary. 
They have four sons , Neil (wife Yvonne) attends 
University in Texas, and Bradley, Kevin, and Ronald 
live in Calgary. Beverley Anne became a registered 
nurse, and worked in Winnipeg and Edmonton prior 
to her marriage to Corporal Zino Tardif. She passed 
away in Metz, France on June 26, 1962 when her 
husband was posted there with the Royal Canadian 
Air Force. They had one daughter Kimberley Ann 
who is Mrs. Wesley Lowe of Trenton, Ontario, and 
has one son Christopher. William (Bill) worked the 
family farm with his father. Bill married Dorothy 
Thrnbull of Lauder. They have two children, Denise 
and Murray who both live in Melita. Bill and Dot 
Robinson took over the family farm in 1975. Denise 
married Brian Teetaert of Medora on November 6, 
1982. 

Bev and Marion Robinson remained on the fam
ily farm until Bev passed away on August 30, 1975. 

During those years the family lived through the 
"Dirty Thirties". At that time the trees planted many 
years ago, when the Robinsons first came to the Bede 
district, provided shelter for the home from the win
ter storms, and welcome shade in summer from the 
high winds, dust storms and searing heat. 

Despite those hardships, there were many happy 
times too, spent with neighbors and relatives. Those 
were the days of coal oil lamps, gasoline lanterns, 
wood and coal burning heaters and cook stoves, 
horse drawn sleighs and Bennett buggies. The chil
dren, with no radios or television, used their imag
inations and had lots offun. The great outdoors was a 
wonderful playground. Collecting arrowheads was a 
favorite sport, where the wind had blown top soil off 
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the fields. All enjoyed the rural school Christmas 
concerts, Field Days, whist drives and dances in 
homes and in the schools. 

Bev Robinson operated a volunteer weather re
porting station for the Department of Transport from 
1957 to 1975. 

Bev and Marion Robinson celebrated their Gold
en Wedding Anniversary on November 29, 1973, 
with all their family and many relatives and old 
friends in attendance. Mrs. Marion Robinson now 
lives in Melita at 31 Main Street. 

Robinson, Robert Bruce 
BRUCE ROBINSON son of William and Mar

garet married Ethel Greig of the Virden district. In 
1930, following the death of his wife and infant son, 
Bruce and his mother, Margaret Robinson, left the 
farm at Virden. Bruce worked at several different 
jobs before joining the Royal Canadian Army Ser
vice Corps. He served overseas during World War II. 
Following the war he and his mother resided in Win
nipeg. Mrs. Margaret Robinson passed away in Sep
tember 1954. 

Later on Bruce married Frances Farrell in Win
nipeg, where he resided until his death on May 4, 
1978. 

Roblin, Charles Esmond 
CHARLES ESMOND ROBLIN, Napanee, On-

Charles and Isabella Roblin. 



tario; accompanied by Cook and Peters, crossed the 
Souris River by raft in April 1882. The chosen site 
for his homestead was NE 26-3-28, eight miles 
southwest of Melita and three and one half miles 
northwest of Elva. A sad home was constructed. 
Cook and Peters journeyed farther west. In 1886 
Charles returned to Ontario and married ISABELLA 
McDOLE MOUNCEY, of Madoc, Ontario. They 
returned west continuing to farm; bought S 26-3-28 
and rented E half of NW of 26. Charles served as 
Councillor and Reeve of Edward Municipality for 
many years. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roblin had four sons, CHARLES 
(Carl), EDMUND (Eddy deceased as an infant), 
HARRY and FREDERICK. Charles married 
EMMA BANKS and had ten children, two pre
deceased, Fred married MABEL McGRAW and 
raised four children, two predeceased. Harry mar
ried VICTORIA MASON, raised six children, one 
predeceased. 

In 1904 a new frame home was constructed and is 
still occupied today. Harry at age fourteen, helped 
haul the foundation stone from NW 27-3-28. Charles 
Edmond Roblin passed away September 8, 1914 and 
his wife Isabella December 22, 1918. 

Roblin, Harry McDowell 
HARRY McDOWELL ROBLIN (born Febru

ary 28, 1889) married VICTORIA FLORENCE 
GLADYS MASON (born February 5,1892) daugh
terofMr. and Mrs. Samuel T. Mason, on December 
25, 1917. They farmed west of Melita SE 3-4-27. 
Eldest son William Clair was born April 6, 1920. 
(Separate history). Later they moved to S. W. 6-4-27 
and their eldest daughter. Irma Geraldine was born, 
October 22, 1922. Mr. and Mrs. Roblin moved to the 
Roblin homestead and their remaining four children 
were born namely; two daughters Eva Lorraine born 
April 8, 1925, Jane Victoria born August 28, 1928, 

L.-R.: Eva, Victoria, Harry, Claire. Front: Charlie, Merton, 
Jane, and Geraldine Roblin. 
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married Delert Carr. (see D. Carr history). Charles 
Lloyd Mason born August 15, 1931 and Harry Mer
ton born December 3, 1934. 

Harry served as Councillor for Edward Munic
ipality from 1936 to 1953. Council Sessions were 
held at Pierson, Manitoba and Harry did not fail to 
attend during the seventeen years. Harry and Vic 
were faithful members of the Elva Presbyterian 
Church and active in all community endeavors; 
members of the Rebekah and Odd Fellow Lodges, 
respectively. Vic was also a member of Elva 
Women's Institute and a leader of a sewing class. 
Their farming efforts were never ending, raising 
chickens, turkeys, geese, ducks, cattle, horses, 
sheep, as well as growing a large garden phases of 
self-preservation. 

Victoria Roblin passed away at Wilson Memorial 
Hospital April 7, 1965 in her seventy third year. 
Harry continued farming for a few years but, due to 
failing health lived among his family for his remain
ing years. Harry McDowell Roblin passed away in 
Wilson Memorial Hospital February 10, 1978. The 
Roblin homestead section 26-3-28 has been occupied 
and operated solely by the Roblin generations. 1982 
marks the 100 birthday of the Roblin Homestead. 

Irma Geraldine (written by Geraldine (Roblin) 
Young). 

I am the oldest daughter of Harry and Victoria 
Roblin. Received my education at Belfry and Elva 
Schools. In 1942 I attended Normal School in Re
gina. As it was war time, and teachers were scarce, I 
taught by permission of the Superintendent for six 
months at Bernice living with wonderful people, 
Mae and Wes Underhill, previous to going to Regina. 
In 1943 I went to Alida, Saskatchewan to teach and 
spent two and one half years there, moved to Silver
ton School District north of Carnduff for three years. 
This move was to get closer to the Estevan-Brandon 
train route and make it easier to get home. 

On July 14, 1949 I married Robert James Young, 
oldest son of Jim and Edith Young, Carievale, Sas
katchewan. We farmed for twenty years northwest of 
Carievale, in the Thunder Creek District NE 12-4-32. 
During that time Bob also worked on oil rigs under 
employment of Wedney Well Servicing. Again I 
spent five years teaching Grades I, II and Grade VIII. 
In 1969 Bob was transferred to Oxbow, Saskatche
wan where he succeeded his brother Dick as Field 
Supervisor for Wedney Well Servicing, continuing to 
farm with the help of our boys for several years. 

We raised a family of three boys, Harry James 
born May 9, 1957, Robert Barry born September 5, 
1952 and Gerald Munroe born October 28, 1953. 
They were educated at Carievale and Carnduff. All 



were active in the 4-H Beef Club, hockey and base
ball. 

July 4, 1970 Barry married Marjorie Ann Saar, 
oldest daughter of Harold and Irene Saar, Gains
borough, Saskatchewan. They have two children, 
Angela Marie, eleven and Robert William Harold, 
eight. They reside on the home farm. "Youngdale 
Stock Farm" and raise purebred Angus Cattle. 

March 27, 1971 Jim married Colleen Sandra Simp
son, oldest daughter of Jack and Eileen Simpson, 
Carievale. They have three children, Curtis James, 
Christina Faye, Kenton Dean. They reside at Good
law, British Columbia where Jim has his own Oil 
Tank Truck business. 

In 1976 Gerald married Joycelin Corinne Shiel, 
youngest daughter of John and Corinne Shei.l, Car
ievale, Saskatchewan. They have three chIldren, 
Shauna Corinne, Jeret Dean William and Lance 
Munroe. Their home is Fort St. John, British Colum
bia where Gerald is an Operator for Wedney Well 
Servicing. 

Bob now resides at Brooks, Alberta, employed 
by Brooks Well Servicing. I live in Oxbow and am 
employed by Oxbow School Unit as a teaching as
sistant in The Glenn McGuire School, a board-in 
school for handicapped children from Kindergarten 
to age 21. 

Roblin, William Clair 
I, Clair received my education at Roblin School 

(three months) and the remainder to Grad~ IX at 
Belfry. After quitting school, I worked WIth my 
father on the farm at NE 26-3-28 until I joined the 
army in December 1940. Our home seemed to ?e a 
gathering place for both young and old. on Fn~ay 
nights and Sundays for card games, skatmg partIes 
and whatever we could dream up. Horseback riding 
was one favorite pastime both summer and winter. 

In 1940 I joined the Army R.C.A.S.C. and went 
overseas in April 1941. I saw servce in England and 
was transferred to the Ordinance Corps, then to 
R.C.E.M.E. and went to Italy, France, Belgium, 
Holland, and Germany. We came home in January 
1946 and I received my discharge, February 28th. I 
rented some land and started farming in 1946, later 
buying NW 26-3-28 and NE 27-3-28 (formerly 
known as the Andy Crawford farm) January 1947. 

On October 29,1947 I married Edna Margaret 
Anderson, second daughter of George and Jean An
derson. We made our home on NE 27 -3-28 where we 
had four children, Shirley Ann born June 15, 1949, 
MargaretDarlene born June 17, 1951, William Keith 
born November 5,1954, Harvey Douglas born Sep
tember 27, 1964. 

During our farming years we have grown grain 
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Claire and Edna. Back: Shirley, Darlene, Keith and Harvey 
Roblin. 

and raised cattle, pigs and fowl. In 1948 we pur
chased NE 20-3-28 and in 1955 S 36-3-28 formerly 
known as the George Sterling farm. In 1970 we 
bought SE 27-3-28 and NW 27-3-28 from my f~ther, 
compiling our farm of one and three ~ml~ter sectlO~s. 
We completely rebuilt all of our bUIldmgs to bnng 
them to their present standards. . 

I enjoy all sports and played ball, curled and lIke 
golfing. I do a lot of reading and woodwork. I am a 
member of the Royal Canadian Legion, Melita 
Branch 127. Also I am a member of the Presbyterian 
church. 

Edna enjoy knitting and all kinds of crafts, has 
won several trophies and many prizes for her work at 
fairs. She is an ardent bingo fan, a member of the 
United Church and the Elva Women's Institute. She 
was a 4-H leader for many years. 

Shirey Ann, Darlene and Keith are all married 
and have presented us with eight grandchildren. 
Shirley Ann (Mrs. H. E. Renwick of Coulter Man
itoba); Murray, Laurie Ann, Jennifer and Wayne. 

Four generations: Harry, Claire, Keith and twins Tom and Gary 
Roblin. 



Keith has twin boys Tom and Gary, also a third boy 
Blair. Darlene (Mrs. Roy Flannery of Virden, Man
itoba) has one girl Beckie Lynn. We were fortunate to 
have a four generation picture in 1976. 

Roblin, Charles Lloyd 
Charles married Grace Johnson, Camduff, Sas

katchewan on December 3, 1956. They farm on the 
Orson Vancott farm, Pierson, Manitoba. They raised 
four children. Milton Wayne, born June 10, 1957, 
lives at Fort St. John, British Columbia; Leslie 
Gayle, born November 12, 1960, lives in Winnipeg, 
Gregory Russel, born January 6,1963 farms with his 
parents. Kimberley Dawn, born June 3, 1965 is still 
in school. 

Roblin, Harry Merton 
Harry Merton married Evelyn Robinson, Man

itoba on November 2, 1957. They live on the Roblin 
Homestead, marking the third generation. They have 
three children; Bradley McDowell, born October 22, 
1960, Theresa Lynne, born July 15,1964, and Tren
ton Alan, born February 4, 1970. Bradley married 
Louise Craven, Gainsborough, Saskatchewan 
November 27, 1980. They have one son, Jason Blair. 

Robson, William 
WILLIAM ROBSON was born in 1832 in York

shire, England. His wife MARY (STEVENSON) 
was born in 1840 in Yorkshire, England. They later 
came to Kings County, Ontario. They had a family of 
four boys and four girls, JOHN, JAMES, 
THOMAS, SARAH, LOUISE, ANNIE, MINNIE 
and GEORGE. They moved in 1894 to Manitoba to 
S.W. 6-3-26 with their youngest son George. 
William died in 1912 and Mary in 1919. 

Robson, John 
JOHNNY, brother of Jim and Tom Robson, mar

ried CORA BURKHOLDER in 1897, and estab
lished their home on the side hill S. W. 36-2-27. 
Johnny passed away in 1903, leaving a three year old 
son Alonzo. Cora continued to farm with the help of 
her grown son, Carl Burkholder who was born 
1878, and passed away in 1964. Cora Jane Robson, 
born in 1858, passed away in 1948 at the family 
home. 

Alonzo Robson, born 1900 continued to farm, 
and in November 1926, married May Smith of Win
nipeg. May was born in 1904, and taught school at 
Peninsula for two years from August 1924 to June 
1926 when she married Alonzo. 

Alonzo and May had two children, Rita, born 
1928, attended Peninsula school later taking her high 
school in Winnipeg. Rita married Don Barber, 
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May and Alonzo Robson and Carl Burkholder (insert) Keith 
Robson. 

March 19, 1955. Rita and Don have five children. 
Four girls, Donna. Louise, Shirley, Margaret, and 
one boy Keith. They now live at North Bay, Ontario. 

Keith Robson, born 1935 attended Peninsula and 
Winnipeg schools. At the early age of eighteen, 
Keith had the misfortune of breaking his leg, in a 
baseball game, and died a few days later in 1954. 

Alonzo passed away on July 21, 1961. May 
passed away on April 5, 1979. 

Robson, James 
JAMES ROBSON was born in Ontario in 1865 

in Malcolm County. He came to Saskatchewan with 
his brother Thomas and took up a homestead in about 
1882. In 1895 he worked for the railroad at Medicine 
Hat. James married MARY ANDREWS in 1899. In 
the year 1900 they purchased N. 32-2-26, E. 
33-2-26, and W. 29-2-26. Of this union there were 
five children, Douglas (separate history), Lavina, 
George, Harvey and Earl. James and Mary lived on 
36-2-26. He was councillor of Ward I Arthur from 
1911 to 1914, inclusive and Reeve of Arthur in 1919. 
James died August 29, 1921. Mary married Robert 
Moore (see Moore history). 

Robson, Douglas Keith 
Douglas Keith Robson was born May 27,1900 

on S. 32-2-26. He was deceased on September 28, 
1976 and was entered into rest in the Melita Cemetery 
September 30,1976. He was the eldest son ofthe late 
James and Mary Robson (nee Andrews). 

Douglas was still at home at the time of his 
father's death so was able to help his mother on the 
farm. 

In September 1923, Ann O'Brien born Novem
ber29, 1899 came to Canada from Coatbridge, Scot
land seeking employment. She went to work for Mr. 
Robert Moore who had earlier been made a widower 



by the loss of his wife which left him with a family 
and farm to care for. Douglas and Ann O'Brien were 
married November 26, 1924. 

Douglas and Ann lived in the Verona district 
N.W. 32-2-26 (now owned by Remi and Mary 
Willaert). While the Robsons lived there, their eldest 
daughter Mary Lavina was born July 2, 1925. She 
attended school at Pierson and Solsgirth, Manitoba 
and a country school near Emo, Ontario. She started 
to work at an early age. In the fall of 1942 she 
attended a government sponsored school in Brandon, 
Manitoba, receiving her Grade A certificate which 
helped seeking employment in Vancouver, British 
Columbia where she obtained work as a cook in a 
Guest Home. Before going to the coast in February 
1943, she had worked at the Mental Hospital and the 
Childrens Shelter, a home for orphan children. She is 
now Mrs. Harry Champion of Melita, Manitoba. 
(see H. Champion history). 

Doug and Ann Robson with daughter Mary in 1926. 

Doug and Ann's son James Ivorwas also born on 
the same farm on October 26, 1926. He now resides 
at Kenora, Ontario. 

In 1927 the Robsons moved into Melita where 
Douglas was employed with the Melita Creamery, 
then owned by the T. Eaton Company. In fact he was 
the company's first cream truck driver. 

Their daughter Frances Agnes was born October 
19,1927. She was deceased June 23, 1948 as well as 
her wee son. At the time of her passing she was Mrs. 
Newton Craven of Pierson, Manitoba. 

In 1928 Douglas, Ann and family moved to the 
Armstrong farm at Gainsborough, where their son 
Patrick Donald was born March 17, 1929. He now 
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resides at Devlin, Ontario. Their daughter Winnifred 
Jean, Mrs. C. B. Beaton of Edmonton, Alberta was 
born December 23,1930. 

From there the family moved to Pierson to the 
Tucker farm. Mary and James attended Pierson 
school. 

The following years were hard years for the Rob
son family as well as for many other folks with the 
drought and grasshoppers. Douglas and Ann packed 
their belongings and family and moved to Rossburn, 
Manitoba. From there they settled at the Solsgirth, 
Manitoba where Douglas was employed as a black
smith and mechanic at Harry Bourne's garage. The 
Robsons stayed there for four years. Their youngest 
son Keith Douglas was born December 28, 1934 at 
the Birtle hospital as there was no hospital at Sols
girth. The children attended school and Sunday 
School regularly while living there. 

The years continued bad with money being 
scarce. Douglas decided to try the bush country 
around Emo, Ontario. He worked at cutting pulp and 
cordwood for four years. At the end of that time a 
severe bush fire raged through their property and 
with the yearning to go home to Melita the family 
returned in the fall of 1940. Some of the children 
attended Melita school. 

After spending three years in Melita, Douglas, 
Ann, and family moved to the Ward farm at Pierson, 
Manitoba (now owned by Gordon Fewings). In 
November 1943 he purchased the said farm and lived 
there for several years where he farmed and also 
spent a few months in the winter as a boiler man with 
oil rigs in Manitoba and Saskatchewan with Regent 
Drilling. Some ofthe children attended Wicks school 
while living there. 

In 1964 Douglas and Ann sold the farm and 
retired to Melita at which time Ann's health was 
failing. She put up a good fight but passed away 
November 30,1966 and was laid to rest in the Melita 
cemetery December 3, 1966. 

Douglas was remarried in June 1971 to Mrs. Elsie 
Vail, a childhood friend who had been widowed 
earlier. 

Douglas enjoyed many good times with friends at 
the Pierson and Melita Senior Citizen Centers. He 
played the violin and always looked forward to the 
many music sessions spent with his brother Harvey 
Robson, Art and Margaret Champion, Jim and 
Lillian Yeo, Norman and Ken Cheyne, to mention a 
few. 

The late Ann and Douglas Robson have twenty 
three grandchildren with almost as many great grand
children who all have fond memories of their late 
grandparents and great grandparents. 



Robson, James Earl 
James Earl Robson was born in 1914 on section 

32-2-26. He took his schooling in Verona, Chester
field, Peninsula, and Melita and worked on various 
farms from the age of 15 years, working in winter for 
room and board and in summer acquiring stock as 
wages. 

In 1932 he went to Rossburn with his brother 
George taking stock and haying equipment and farm
ing there for three years. In 1935 he dissolved part
nership and went to Peace River driving a truck. He 
returned in 1937 to Birtle, Manitoba working as a 
mechanic there and also with McArthur Trucking in 
Brandon. He studied diesel engines during this time. 
He joined the Navy in 1939 and was discharged home 
in 1945. 

In 1940 he married Violet Taylor of Rossburn. 
From this marriage there were four children, 
Sharon, Marilyn, Gordon (separate history) and 
Valerie. 

In 1945 he settled on W. 16-3-26 farming there 
until 1981 when Violet and Earl retired at 53 Oak 
Street, Melita, Manitoba. 

Sharon was born in 1941 in Brandon and moved 
to Melita with her parents in 1945. She took her 
schooling in Chesterfield and Melita schools. She 
took her Licensed Practical Nurse training in 
1959-1960. Sharon married RobertAnderson Febru
ary 4, 1961. (see Anderson history). 

Marilyn was born in 1943 in Brandon and moved 
to Melita in 1945. She took her schooling in Melita 
and her Licensed Practical Nurse training in 
1961-1962. Marilyn married Doug Snyder on Octo
ber 27, 1962. (see D. Snyder history). 

Valerie was born May 19, 1948 at Mrs. Main
land's Nursing home in Melita. She took her school
ing at Melita and in 1965 took a secretarial course in 
Winnipeg, including IBM. When she finished the 
course, she started to work for Wilton Motors. Val
erie married John Rink in 1970 and from this mar
riage there were two children, Jimmy John, born 
August 28, 1971, Corie Lee, born October 1973. 
Valerie started to work at Simp lot Chemicals in 1973. 
They have made their home in Brandon. 

Robson, Gordon 
Gordon Robson son of Earl and Violet, was 

born in 1947 in Mrs. Mainland's Nursing home in 
Melita. He took his schooling in Melita. After com
pleting school he worked operating a cat for Bolduc 
Construction on the Winnipeg Floodway. From 
there, he worked at the nickel mines at Thompson, 
then in the timber at Tashes, British Columbia. He 
then decided he wanted to farm. He bought the S. 
15-2-26 and married in 1969. Of this married he had 
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two boys, Darren James, born May 12, 1970, 
Duane Jasson, born December 30,1971. He was left 
alone in 1979 with the two boys. He was married on 
October 24, 1981 to his present wife, Mary Kay 
Shetler who had one daughter Mandy Kay. They are 
still residing on the same farm at Melita. A new 
daughter Tessa Mary Jane arrived August 1, 1982. 

Rose, Frank Hubert 
FRANK HUBERT ROSE sailed from England in 

March 1907 and came to the home of his aunt (Mrs. 
Greaves) at Melita. He worked there until he took a 
job working for John Ross on March 28, 1908 where 
he remained for five years. While there he planted 
many maple and evergreen trees that were there for 
years. Later a lot of them were killed with the floods. 
Frank left Melita in March 1913 to take over The 
Peebles farm at Lyleton. 

Frank Rose (right) with R. J. Tooke. 

Ross, John Alexander 
JOHN ALEXANDER ROSS came to a farm near 

Lyleton in 1882, from Inverness, Scotland, and 
homesteaded there. He married JESSIE MAY 
SELLARS. Later they moved to a farm by the river, a 
short distance from Melita. They had a family of 
four; ARTHUR, GRACE, HAROLD and ALLIS
TER. 



Ross, Arthur 
ARTHUR (ART) the eldest son of John Alex

ander and Jesse May, went to school in Melita, then 
to Manitoba Agriculture College. When World War I 
broke out, Art enlisted from the Agriculture College 
and later joined the forces in France. Back from the 
war he started farming, and serviced in many organi
zations in the community. Art served as councilor for 
Arthur Municipality, and as Reeve for several years. 
After serving on the executive of Union of Manitoba 
Municipalities he was elected president in 1939. 

In 1930 Art married HILDA MORRISON of 
Brandon. They had two sons and a daughter, Max
well (separate history) Margaret and John. 

Arthur, Margaret, Hilda, Maxwell and John (front) Ross. 

In spite of all his activities, Art was always faith
ful to his Church. He was a member of the Board of 
Management of the Melita Presbyterian Church, and 
from the time of Union in 1925 until his death, was a 
member of the Board of Stewards of Victoria United 
Church. Fraternally he was a Past Master of the local 
Masonic Lodge, and a member of the shriner. Art 
also served as president of the Melita Field Day, and 
executive member of various other community or
ganizations. Curling was his favorite sport. 

In 1940 Art was elected Conservative member of 
Parliament for the Souris Constituency. He was suc
cessful in the elections of 1940, 1945, and 1949. In 
parliament he was a keen advocate of farming and 
keeping young people on the farm. Art Ross was 
always willing to help the service men and women, 
and the rehabilitation of war veterans. In 1952 Bran
don and Souris Constituencies were amalgamated. 
Because of ill health Art left the Federal Parliament 
and in 1953 was elected to represent the constituency 
of Arthur in the Manitoba Legislature and served 
there until his death in 1958. 

After completing High school in Melita, Mar
garet attended Manitoba University and graduated as 
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a dietition. She married Glen Caughey who had 
attended University when she had, and they moved to 
Chatham, Ontario. They have three children, Barba
ra, Bill and Bob. The two eldest are attending Uni
versity, and the youngest is in High school. Next 
spring the family will be moving to Toronto. 

John, the youngest, after completing High school 
in Melita, attended Brandon University, where he 
graduated with a Batchelor of Education degree. At 
present John is teaching in Killarney, Manitoba. He 
married Janice Neddrie of Brandon. They have two 
children, Jodie and Ian, both in school in Killarney. 

Ross, Maxwell Arthur 
Maxwell Arthur Ross and Elizabeth Joan 

Janz, were married on April 17 ,1954, in Drumheller, 
Alberta. They returned to the farm two miles east of 
Melita in the spring of 1955. They have six children, 
two sons, David and Stephen, and four daughters, 
Diane, Sharon, Linda and Joanne. 

L..A., Back: Dianne, Maxwell, David, Linda. Front: Jo-anne, 
Sharon, Betty and Stephen Ross. 

During these years on the farm, a herd of regis
tered Hereford cattle was developed and in the last 
few years, a herd of registered Simmental cattle has 
been established as well. 

The 4· H program has been an important part of 
family life on the farm with all the children having 
been actively involved. 

David Maxwell was born July 20, 1955 in Delo
raine, Manitoba. He completed his school in Melita 



and graduated from the University of Manitoba with 
a Degree in Agriculture. He has just completed his 
Masters in Business Administration at the University 
of Manitoba. David and Darcy Packard of Brandon 
were married in August, 1980. They reside in Win
nipeg. 

Diane Elizabeth was born July 21, 1956 in Melita. 
After finishing high school, Diane went to the Uni
versity of Manitoba and graduated with a Degree in 
Home Economics. She completed her Dietetic Intern
ship in British Columbia. In October, 1980 Diane 
married Brad Blaney, of Victoria, British Columbia. 
They are living in Victoria. 

Sharon Joan was born November 15, 1958. 
Sharon completed high school in Melita and is pres
ently completing her nurses training in Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan. Sharon and Blair Downey of Coulter
vale, Manitoba were married in July 1982. They live 
in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 

Linda Ann was born June 9, 1962 in Melita. 
Upon finishing high school Linda enrolled at the 
University of Manitoba. She is studying Human 
Ecology with a major in Dietetics. 

Stephen Arthur was born May 21, 1967. He is in 
Grade X. His interests are mainly sports and 4-H. 

Joanne Louise was born November 9, 1968. She 
is in Grade IX. She is involved with figure skating 
and piano. 

Ross, Allister 
by Barbara Robertson 

John Alexander Ross married Jessie May Sellars 
and they had 4 children: Art, Grace, Harold and 
Allister. 

James Coates married Martha Phair and they had 
9 children which included James, John, Margaret, 
Mary, Maria, Tom, Rob, Matt and Millie. 

The youngest of the offspring of the Ross/Sellars 
marriage specifically IAN ALLISTER ROSS, mar
ried the youngest the Coates/Phair family, namely, 
AMELIA JANE (MILLIE). 

Millie and Allister first lived in typical small 
frame house of the day on farmland by the old black 
bridge near where Ewart Holden now lives. In their 
earlier years of marriage in the early 30's, Millie and 
Allister were burned out and subsequently moved to 
a farm just north of the dam on the Souris River 
which is still known as the "Ross Dam". On this site 
they raised 5 children Roy, who married Kay 
Wark. (see separate history) 

Jack, who recently bought the home 90 Elm St. 
in Melita that his mother and father built in 1953, was 
employed by Manitoba Telephones and was single. 
He passed away December 26, 1982. 

Doug lives in Kelowna, British Columbia and 
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Family of Allister and Millie Ross. L-R.: Barbara, Melba, 
Douglas, John and Roy in 1938. 

works for Pacific Western Airlines. Doug has six 
children: Gary, Ian, Debbie, Michael, Steven and 
Phillip. 

Melba married James Walker, youngest son of 
Mr. and Mrs. A. F. Walker and they live in Leth
bridge where Jim is employed by the City of Leth
bridge after many years in a similar capacity with the 
City of Calgary. Jim and Melba have two children: 
Ross and Terri Lynn. 

Barb married Boyd Robertson who is employed 
by the Royal Bank and they now live in Regina. They 
have three children, all married and four grand
children. Cheryl lives in Montreal Ian lives in Ot
tawa and Janice is in Regina. 

Millie and Allister Ross had five children in six 
years and probably their most frightening experience 
was to one day discover their youngest two (the girls) 
both missing from the farm which bordered on the 
dam. After extensive searching and hours later, Barb 
and Melba, three and four years of age, arrived in 
town at their Aunt Mary's, a good two miles from 
home. They had merely decided to go for a visit. 
Allister passed away in 1981 and Millie predeceased 
him in 1974. 

Ross, Arthur Leroy (Roy) 
Roy, the eldest child of Allister and Millie Ross 

married Kathleen Marion Wark in 1949 (Kay is the 
daughter of Mary Ann and the late John Wark). They 
are presently farming although Roy has been care
taker of the local curling rink in the winter months 
since 1978. Kay has been employed by the Antler 
River School Division since 1973. They have been 
blessed with ten children. Robert Vaughn is em
ployed by the city of Calgary and lives at Black 
Diamond, Alberta. Patricia Arlene married Ray
mond Usunier of Brandon in 1976. They have one 
child, Marcia Kathleen born June 9, 1982. They are 
residents of Brandon. Allan LeRoy also lives in 
Brandon and is employed by Paul's Hauling. Betty 



Ann married Brent Tremath of Cartwright in 1975. 
They have two children, Sherri Lynn born January 
24, 1979 and Ryan Brent born March 14, 1982. They 
live in Gladstone, Manitoba. Frederick James is an 
electrician with Phoenix Electric of Calgary. He lives 
at Bragg Creek, Alberta. Rodney Douglas married 
Sandra Wickenberg in Calgary in 1978. Sandy works 
for the city and Rod is employed by D.A. Foothills 
Cutting and Coring of Calgary. John Wayne lives in 
Calgary and is also employed by D. A. Foothills 
Cutting and Coring of Calgary. Mary Jane is a third 
year student at Brandon University. She studies Edu
cation and has been employed at Morrow's Pharmacy 
during the summer months. Murray Duane is work
ing as a seismograph surveyor for an oil company 
and is presently stationed at Leduc, Alberta. Norma 
Rae is the youngest of the family and attends Grade X 
at Melita High School. 

Rowe Howard 
Howard, GEORGE and DOROTHY MARY 

were both born in the Waskada area. Howard is the 
second youngest son of the late George and Rosina 
Rowe and was born in the Waterloo District. His 
parents later moved to Arthur Municipality where his 
father and mother lived until their death. 

Dorothy Mary is the only daughter of the late 
George and Lizzie Mary Warriner and was born in 
the village ofWaskada at the home of Mrs. Laycock, 
who had a nursing home. The attending physician was 
Dr. Durnin of Westhope, North Dakota. 

Howard and Dorothy were married on October 8, 
1940 at the Warriner farm home by Rev. Thomas 

Howard and Dorothy Rowe's 40th Anniversary in 1980. L-R.: 
Dale, Marvin, Barbara and Brian. 
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Badger. After their marriage they rented E 24-1-26 
owned by the late T. D. Sturgeon. 

In 1944 they purchased the W 31-1-26 where they 
resided unti11973 when they sold their farm to their 
youngest son. They purchased the home of Arthur 
and Rachel Wood at 66 Maple Street where they now 
reside. 

On March 1, 1942 their first son BRIAN 
HOWARD was born. Brian received all of his educa
tion in Waskada SchooL On April 2, 1960 he married 
PATRICIA ANNE BUSBY ofWaskada. After their 
marriage, the lived in Winnipeg where Brian took a 
mechanics course at Manitoba Technical Institute. At 
completion of this he was employed at Grand Rapids 
Hydro development project, in October 1961. They 
stayed there until March 1964. At that time they left 
the north and came to Brandon where Brian worked 
for Crane Construction until August 1964. The Win
nipeg Floodway was then being developed so he left 
Brandon and spent the winter on that project. 

In the spring of 1965 Brian came to the Melita 
area and farmed the land previously owned by 
Harvey and Hazel Robson. 

In October 1979 Brian purchased the West End 
Service Station in Souris, Manitoba where they now 
reside. 

They have five children, Donald Cameron born 
September 25,1961, Jeffrey Brian born August 26, 
1963, Carla Marie born June 3, 1967, Jo-anne 
Elizabeth born July 25, 1968, and 'tYler William 
born September 27, 1971. The five children are all 
living at home. 

Howard and Dorothy Rowe's second child, a girl 
BARBARA DOROTHY was born on May 3, 1944. 
Barbara received her education in Waskada to Grade 
IX and then attended Melita school, taking the first 
commercial course offered there. 

After graduating she was employed in Brandon 
as a secretary. There she met and married Sheldon 
Taylor Ballance. They were married in Waskada on 
July 4, 1964. During their years of marriage they 
have lived in Brandon, Winnipeg, Saskatoon, Ed
monton, and since May 1977 have made their home 
in Okotoks, Alberta. 

On March 2, 1967 their first son Shawn Taylor 
was born in Saskatoon. With only twelve days on 
earth, this precious little angel was taken from them 
leaving many broken hearts. Being so very heart
broken they put in for adoption and in February 1968 
they received Warren Taylor born February 4,1968. 
Their second son Scott Howard was born January 
20, 1969, third son Ryan William was born Decem
ber 12, 1972, and on June 10, 1978 Daniel George 
arrived. Four bouncing boys! 

The third child of Howard and Dorothy Rowe, 



another son MARVIN GEORGE was born April 11 , 
1947. Marvin received his education in Waskada 
(only elementary). After leaving school he farmed 
with his father. In June 1978 Marvin sold part of his 
land to his brother Dale and went to Okotoks, Alber
ta. There he purchased an acreage which he sold and 
now lives in Calgary, where he owns a trucking 
business. He married Roberta Anderson, now di
vorced and has one little girls, Amanda Beth born 
July 10, 1980. 

DALE EDWARD born May 12, 1950 is the 
fourth child of Howard and Dorothy Rowe. He re
ceived his education in Waskada school and farmed 
with his father. He purchased the farm in 1973 from 
his parents where he now resides. On October 9, 
1976 he married Katherine Lynn Kawa of Newdale. 
They have one son Dallas Howard born April 8, 
1981. 

The Rowe farm is in the heart of oil country with 
several wells now pumping. 

Russell, Ervin H. 
In the fall of 1921, E. H. "Pat" Russell, second 

son in a family of four of Harvey and Minnie Russell 
of Ninette, arrived in Melita to be employed as a 
clerk in Hewitts Drug Store. This position he held for 
a little over a year, when being unable to become 
registered as an apprentice in the drug trade, he 
obtained employment with W. 1. Bower in mens 
wear. Pat was more or less continuously employed 
there until 1930 (with the exception of a year in 1923 
which was spent in mens wear at Melfort, Saskatche
wan). In September 1925, Pat married GLADYS R. 
GORDON (second daughter of William and "Mae" 
Maria Gordon of Napinka) who was employed in the 
Melita Post Office. 

To this union were born: GORDON HENRY on 
February 27, 1927; WILLIAM ERNEST (BILL) 
September 2,1928; and JOHN ERVIN (JACK) May 
18, 1931. 

Pat and Glory Russell's 40th Anniversary in 1965 with sons. L.. 
R.: Bill, Jack and Gordon. 
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In the spring of 1930, Pat opened a Ladies Wear 
Store "The Style Shop" in Melita which he operated 
until the fall of 1933, when he purchased the General 
Store in Elva, Manitoba from G. R. Voas. He con
tinued to operate this business until 1957 when he 
sold the business to George Coutts. During this time 
because of farm electrification, he began electrical 
contracting in 1946 with his son Gordon managing 
the General Store, and son William assisting in the 
electrical work. 

In 1952 he purchased the electrical business of 
Eldon Elliott in Melita operating both businesses in 
Elva and Melita. Russells Electric became a limited 
company about 1959 and opened a branch electrical 
business in Dauphin, Manitoba the same year operat
ing until 1968 when this business was closed out. 

The Melita company is still in business at the 
present date. Gladys passed away in May 1970. Pat 
still spends most work days at the shop. The history 
of Gordon, Bill, and Jack to follow. 

Russell, Gordon Henry 
GORDON, the first child of Pat and Gladys, was 

born in Melita and raised in Elva where he received 
all his schooling. After leaving high school, he 
helped run the Elva General Store from 1945-1957. 
He was then active in managing Russells Electric 
Ltd. in Melita. 

On September 1, 1962, Gordon married DOR
EEN ELAINE ANDERSON, second daughter of 
Levi and Elsie (nee Forsberg) of Reston. Doreen was 
a hair stylist in Portage la Prairie at the time. 

Gordon and Doreen's family consists of twins, 
Karla Dawn and Rodney Gordon born February 27 
1965 at Wilson Memorial Hospital Melita. (This was 
Gordon's birthdate as well) Karla and Rodney are 
attending high school in Brandon at Vincent Massey. 

On the formation of Russells Hotel Ltd. in 1967, 
and with the purchase of a hotel in Roblin, Manitoba, 
Gordon and Doreen moved there to manage the busi
ness. In 1970, this hotel was sold and in 1971 The 
Erin Inn and Killarney Hotels were purchased. The 
Russells' moved to Brandon from Killarney in De
cember 1976 with the sale of the Killarney business 
and the purchase of The Motel Western. 

Gordon managed this motel until his very sudden 
demise on September 11, 1978. This motel business 
is carried on by Doreen. 

Russell, William Ernest 
BILL, the second son of Pat and Gladys was born 

in Melita, and raised in Elva. He received his school
ing there except for grade XII which he took in 
Melita. After high school, he was engaged with his 
father in electrical contracting. Bill received his Di-



ploma for Air Conditioning and Refrigeration in 1951 
after studying in Chicago, and received his Electrical 
Journeyman Certificate from Manitoba Technical In
stitute in 1952 (now Red River Community College). 

Bill married BEVERLY JOYCE SNYDER, 
only daughter of Clifford and Myrtle (nee Johnson) 
on May 16, 1959. Bev obtained her training as a 
Registered Nurse at Victoria Hospital, Winnipeg, 
later working in Rugby, North Dakota, Bermuda, 
Melita, Brandon and Montreal, returning to Wilson 
Memorial, Melita in November 1957. 

Bill and Bev have three children Laurel Jayne 
September 17, 1960; Leslie Marlane December 7, 
1961; and David William December 9, 1968. 

L,-R.: Leslie, Bill, Bev, David and Laurie Russell. 

Laurie attended Brandon University and Herzing 
Institute in Winnipeg obtaining her diploma for com
puter programming and is presently employed in the 
computer department of the University of Winnipeg. 
She married Darcy Dennis Smith on July 24, 1982. 
(see Thomas Smith history). 

Leslie atended Herzing Institute receiving her 
diploma as a legal secretary. She is presently em
ployed with the legal firm of "Welsh, Prober & 
Yard" in Winnipeg. 

David is obtaining an education at Melita High 
School. 

Bill has been actively involved in the community 
for thirty years through the Victoria United Church, 
Kinsmen, Town Council, Elks Lodge, Chamber of 
Commerce and Lions Club. His hobbies are reading, 
carpentry work and photography. 

Bev has actively supported Bill in all community 
programs, her main interest being family, church and 
the Melita Art Club. Hobbies are painting, hand
crafts and reading. She was very much involved with 
the compiling of this history book. 

Russell, John Ervin 
JOHN ERVIN (JACK) the third son of Mr. and 
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Mrs. E. H. Russell was born in Melita. Jack received 
all his formal education at Elva, Manitoba. In 1949 
he gained employment with Gillis & Warren Ltd., an 
automotive wholesale company in Winnipeg. In 1951 
he was transferred to the sales staff in Brandon. 
While in Brandon he enlisted with the R.C-M.P. and 
was accepted for training to begin December 27, 
1951. The offer of acceptance was declined, as he 
decided to become involved in the development of 
Russell's Electric in Melita. 

While living in Melita, Jack was a member of the 
local Kinsmen Club, serving one term as president. 
He served one term on the local town council and 
became involved in provincial politics and curling. 

On October 17, 1954, Jack married MARIE 
FRANCES INNES, third daughter of Bruce and 
Pearl. She attended school at Deloraine, Minota, 
Napinka, Penninsula and Elva. At the time of their 
marriage, Marie was employed by Russell's General 
Store in Elva. 

Of this union were born three children, Patricia 
Dianne July 18, 1955 at Deloraine, Robert John, 
November 14, 1957 at Melita and John Raymond, 
December 1, 1962 at Dauphin. 

Jack, Marie and children moved to Dauphin, May 
1, 1959 where they operated the Dauphin branch of 
Russell's Electric Ltd. While living in Dauphin, Jack 
was a member of the local Lions Club, Travellers 
Club, Curling Club and Vermillion Lodge of Ancient 
Free and Accepted Masonry. The Dauphin branch 
ceased to operate December 31, 1967. At this time, 
Jack, Marie and family moved to Winnipeg. Jack 
became the Electrical Consultant for the well known 
architectural firm of Pratt Lindgren Snider Tomcej 
and Associates. In 1973, he accepted an appointment 
with the Province of Manitoba, Department of Public 
Works as an Electrical Technical Engineering Officer. 
In 1977 he transferred to the Field Services Division, 
and at the time of this writing is Supervisor of Energy 
Management and Technical Services with the 
Provincial Department of Government Services. 

Marie returned to the work force in 1969 em
ployed with Canadian Tire Store, Westwood Branch 
in Winnipeg, and is the longest service employee at 
that store. 

Daughter Patricia (Pat) completed school June 
1973 and married Ian Dawson, son of Ron and 
Shirley of Bissett, Manitoba on August 25,1973. Of 
this union were born three children, Catherine, John 
and Meghan. The family live in Winnipeg and Ian is 
a constable on the City of Winnipeg Police Force. 

Robert (Bob) completed school in June 1976 and 
joined the City of Winnipeg Police Force in October 
1976 and at the time of this writing is a detective with 
the force. 



Raymond (Ray) completed school in June 19~2 
and at the time of this writing is employed WIth 
Bramer Automotive in the automotive repair busi
ness. 

Rutherford, Bert 
BERT and Dorothy Rutherford moved into their 

new house at 66 North Street, Melita on June 22, 
1978, after living on a farm in the Bernice District, at 
the north edge of Antler River School Division, for 
32 years. 

Bert was born on a farm at Bradwardine, Man
itoba on November 8, 1913, the sixth child of Andrew 
and Susan Rutherford (nee Gilhooly) who had em
igrated from Selkirk, Scotland and County Long
ford, Ireland, respectively. When Bert's mother died 
in 1920, the family was scattered and Bert grew up in 
the home of his Uncle Bert Gilhooly, at Waldron, 
Saskatchewan. Later he returned to the Bradwardine 
area, where he met DOROfHY PHILLIPS, a school 
teacher. 

Dorothy was born at Findlay, Manitoba on June 
30, 1909 the eldest child of William and Elizabeth 
Phillips. William Phillips was born at Lucknow, On
tario on April 6, 1880 and came to Findlay, Manitoba 
in 1902. Elizabeth Mackay was born at Rounthwaite, 
Manitoba on August 16, 1883 and the family moved 
to a homestead at Findlay in 1888 where Elizabeth 
received her education. She took teacher training and 
taught at "Hathaway School" (where Broomhill now 
is) about 1902 and married William Phillips on July 
22, 1908. 

Dorothy attended school at Findlay, Pipestone, 
and Virden and took teacher training at Brandon 
Normal School. She taught school for ten years be
fore her marriage. 

In January 1943, Bert joined the army and on July 
5 1943 he and Dorothy were married. He went , . . 
overseas in September 1943, was wounded In actIon 
on D. Day and returned home in February 1946, 
when they moved to the farm at Bernice. 

Bert and Dorothy's family consists of one daugh
ter, DOREEN ELIZABETH, born April 1, 1944, 
and two sons ALAN BRUCE, born November 22, 
1946 and RONALD BLAKE, born March 29, 1952. 
All three began their education at Belses School and 
attended Melita Collegiate for their secondary educa
tion. Ron also went to school at Bede from Grades IV 
to VIII. 

Doreen attended University at Winnipeg and 
Toronto, and is now a professional librarian at 
Queens University in Kingston, Ontario. 

Bruce took a course at Manitoba Technical In
stitute in Winnipeg and on October 7, 1972 married 
Lynne Appedey of Carman. They now live in Ed-
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monton, Alberta where Bruce works for B.D.C. (a 
courier service). 

Ron took a Diploma Course in Agriculture at the 
University of Manitoba and in 1973 took over the 
management of the family farm. On March 4, 1978 
he married PATRICIA ANN WALKER of Virden 
and on March 1, 1982 their son Grant Andrew was 
born. 

Bert is a member of the Royal Canadian Legion 
and Dorothy of the R.C.L. Ladies Auxiliary and both 
take part in church and other community activities. 

Sage, Nimrod 
by Bruce Sage 

NIMROD SAGE was born October 1, 1881 in 
Brantford, Ontario, youngest son of George Sage of 
Brantford, Ontario. 

The family moved west in 1894 and farmed the 
SW 3-4-19 at Ninga, Manitoba. 

On October 10, 1900, Nimrod married LILLIAN 
HOLDER of Brantford, Ontario and lived at Ninga. 

In the fall of 1901 they moved back to their home 
town in Ontario. Dad got ajob at the Cockshut Plow 
factory. 

In 1906 they returned to Ninga, with two chil
dren, HARVEY and DOROTHY. They bought 
N. W. 5-4-18 for $3000 and built a new four bedroom 
house. Three more sons were born, BRUCE in 1907 
(separate history), CHARLIE in 1909 and GOR
DON in 1911. 

In 1912 Dad sold the farm and moved west to 
Vernon, British Columbia. In the fall of 1916 we 
moved back to Ninga. 

Harvey, the oldest son, went back to Ontario in 
1927 to work at the Brantford cardage. 

Dad bought the John Lamport farm and moved 
the family to Melita in 1931. The drought and depres
sion had begun and times were difficult. It was com
mon to see only three stalks of grain to a square foot. 
The land was sandy and light and blew away. The 
fence west of the barn became buried in soil and we 
built another one on top. 

We often found Indian arrowheads, hammer 
stones and other artifacts. 

My parents and brothers moved back to Ninga in 
1934. The boys worked out on farms in the area. 

Mother passed away in 1939 at the age of 62 and 
Dad in 1946 at 65 of a heart attack. They are buried in 
the Ninga cemetery. 

Sage, Jesse Bruce 
I, Jesse Bruce, was born July 30, 1907 at Ninga, 

to Nimrod and Lillian Sage. 
I started school at Vernon, British Columbia. In 



1916 we moved back to Ninga, where I attended 
school until I was 14. 

After I left school there were many long days 
spent helping on the farm; seeding the fields in the 
spring and threshing the harvest. During harvest I 
fired a Sawyer Massey which was ready to go at 7 
A.M. and never finished until 10 P.M. 

In 1931 our family moved to Melita. Being the 
beginning of the "dirty thirties", things were diffi
cult and we moved back to Ninga in 1934. My broth
ers and I worked out on farms during the thirties. 

On November 16, 1940 I married NELLIE 
SPENCER of Carnduff, Saskatchewan, second 
daughter of Cephas and Martha Spencer. Nellie and I 
met while she was working in the Boissevain and 
Ninga area. 

We lived in Ninga after we were married, then 
moved to the Hammond farm north of Boissevain. In 
the spring of 1941 we rented and moved to the Austin 
Cliff farm about ten miles northeast of Boissevain. 

The farm work was done with horses. I have a 
love for horses. They were always well cared for and 
on special occasions were smartly outfitted with 
scotch tops and tassels. 

Bruce Sage family. L..A., Back: Jim, Barbara, Rodney, Hazel, 
Larry. Front: Trevor, Nellie, Darwin, Wendy and Bruce. 

On November 14, 1941 our son Larry was born. 
The harvest wasn't finished until the end of Novem
ber that year. 

In 1942 I bought a John Deere tractor which my 
brother-in-law, Albert Plunkett, and I used to do the 
farm work. 

In 1943 it snowed early and we couldn't finish the 
threshing until January, 1944. 

On October 25, 1944 our daughter Barbara was 
born. 

We lived on the Austin Cliff farm until the spring 
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of 1946. We then moved to the Kate Walker farm, six 
miles north of Boissevain, where we lived until the 
fall of 1949. We sold out and moved to Melita where I 
worked in a hardware store. After leaving the hard
ware business I worked for the Melita Creamery as a 
cream truck driver for a number of years. When 
going to work one morning I slipped on some ice and 
broke my right arm. This accident put an end to my 
job of lifting cream cans and my career with the 
Melita Creamery. 

I then bought and drove a school bus for a number 
of years. During this time I was also custodian of the 
school and helped out on local farms. 

After retiring we have enjoyed travelling to many 
interesting and beautiful places. 

Our son Larry lives in Brandon (separate histo
ry). 

Barbara (submitted by Barbara) 
In 1949 we moved to Melita where I received all 

my education. When in high school I played baseball 
in the summer and curled in the winter. 

In 1964 I moved to Winnipeg and took a course as 
a key punch operator. I was employed by Ashdowns 
and later Eaton's, where I worked until I was mar
ried. 

On June 20, 1970 I married Jim Hart of Boisse
vain. We farm three miles south of town. 

We have three children; Darvin, born in 1971; 
Wendy, born in 1973; and Trevor, born in 1974. 

Sage, Larry Bruce 
I, Larry Bruce, was born on November 14,1941 

in Boissevain, the first of two children of Bruce and 
Nellie Sage. 

My schooling started in a small, one'foom school 
near Boissevain. In 1949 our family moved to Melita 
where I completed my education. 

After graduating from Melita Collegiate in 1960, 
I moved to Winnipeg, where I took a commercial 
course at Success Commercial College. 

In 1961 I started working in the health field. I was 
employed with the Manitoba Health Organization in 
Winnipeg as an accountant from May 1961 until May 
1967. 

On May 16, 1964 I married Hazel Jones, only 
daughter of Ray and Lottie Jones of Tilston. 

On October 4, 1966 our son Rodney was born. 
In May 1967 I accepted a position with the Bran

don General Hospital, where I continue to be em
ployed. 

Saunby, George 
GEORGE and ELIZA SAUNBY came to Melita 

in 1900 from Ontario. They had a son GEORGE 
FRANKLIN born June 25, 1896 who was killed in 



action at Ypres July 24, 1916. They had a daughter 
CLARIBEL born April 3, 1901 who became Mrs. 
Jenkins. SAMUEL BURTON was born February 
16, 1905. (See separate history) 

Saunby, Samuel Burton 
BURTON married CATHERINE MINERVA 

PHAIR (daughter of Thomas and Jane) at Melita 
September 27, 1932. Reverend M. P. Floyd offici
ated. 

Burton and Catherine (Katie) started out their 
married life on the farm of Percy Brockinton, and 
while there we had our first son, Donald Franklin, 
born at Deloraine Hospital January 31, 1934. In 1935 
we came to Winnipeg to live where Burton was 
employed by The T. Eaton Company for 37 years. 

In 1941 we had our second son, Garnet Edward 
(Ted), born September 20, 1941 in the General Hos
pital. Ted and Iris have a son born August 26, 1966 
John Burton. Ted has a construction business and 
Donald works for Silpits Industries. 

In 1981 we had a very happy, memorable holiday 
while staying at Percy Brockinton's in the same 
house we had started our married life in as Percy had 
moved the house from the farm to Oak Street in 
Melita. The property had belonged to my Uncle T. S. 
Menarey at one time. 

We visited so many lovely relatives and friends 
and Percy was so nice to us, it was just like home 
away from home. 

Scott, George Thomas 
GEORGE THOMAS SCOTT was a nephew of 

Mrs. George Yeo and the other members of the Davey 
family. He made the crossing from England in mid 
April, 1912, at the same time as the sinking of the 
Titanic. The iceberg that ripped the Titanic was sight
ed from the ship on which George was a passenger. 
George worked in the Peninsula and Chesterfield 
districts until he enlisted in World War I, with the 
222nd battalion at Melita, 1915-16. Being a "crack 
shot", George was a sniper in France. 

At the conclusion of the war he returned to the 
Melita area, working on farms as before until he 
started for himself in the spring of 1923 on NE 
14-2-27. He was still a bachelor. That summer, while 
haying, George had an accident. His team became 
frightened and ran, throwing him from the seat into 
the tines of the hay rake. He was entangled in barbed 
wire and dragged, and badly cut. He managed to get 
to Olivers', his nearest neighbours, and they took 
him to hospital. He passed away August 1st, at the 
age of 28, and was laid to rest in the Davey plot in 
Melita Cemetery. 
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Serruys, Camiel 
CAMIEL ALPHONSE SERRUYS was born in 

Torhout, Belgium in 1888. He was the only son in a 
family of six. On February 6, 1929 he married 
ALIDA DOBBELAERE of Knokke, Belgium. 

They farmed at Deloraine and Dand unti11947 
when they farmed southeast of Melita on 32-2-26 
until 1956 when they returned to Deloraine to retire. 
They have four children: 

MARY who is married to FRANCES TEE
TAERT and is living at Dand. They have a family of 
five - Murray, Dwain, Debbie, Lisa and Lori. 

ANDRE (see separate history). 
EDNA married Don Kirkwood (now separated). 

They have two children, Lynette and Keven. Edna is 
living at Deloraine at present. 

MARCEL married Chris Marquet of Rivers and 
they are living at Sardis, British Columbia. They 
have two daughters, Leanne and Sandi. 

On November 14, 1964, Carniel passed away. 
Mrs. Serruys lived in Deloraine until 1973. She mar
ried Robert Bouche of Belgium and resides at 
Knokke, Belgium. 

Serruys, Andre 
ANDRE SERRUYS, oldest son of Camiel and 

Alida Serruys of Melita, married JEAN COC
QUYT, daughter of Andrew and Alice Cocquyt, on 
June 10 1954. Andy worked on his father's farm until 
he took over in 1956 and at this present time is still 
farming the home place. 

To this family seven children were born. All of 
their children received their education at Melita. 

Raylene Anne was born at Deloraine on Novem
ber 27, 1954. She married Martin Armstrong 
youngest son of Gordon and Marvel Armstrong, on 
March 3, 1973. They have two children Tracy Lynne 
born August 6, 1973 and Alana Jean (Buffy) born 
September 23, 1976. They now reside in Melita 
where Martin works as a carpenter and Raylene is 
employed at Delmars Pro Hardware. 

Linda Marie was born February 1, 1956. She 
married Tony Gervais, second son of Margaret and 
Paul Gervais of Alida, Saskatchewan. They have one 
son, Timothy Andrew born March 3, 1974. Linda 
remarried to Barry Bloomer and they have one son, 
Monty William born December 30, 1981. Linda is 
employed at Rennies Solo Store and Barry at Circle 
M Furniture. 

Donna Louise was born March 5, 1957. She 
married Maurice Revet son of Julien and Maria Revet 
of Antler, on October 12, 1974. They have three 
children, Shannon Marie born at Estevan on March 
29, 1976; Melissa Dawn born at Melita on Septem
ber 6, 1979; and Michael Andrew born at Melita on 



August 21, 1980. They now reside at Grand Coulee 
where Maurice is employed with Pioneer Elevator 
and Donna does some upholstery work. 

Wayne Douglas was born July 21,1958. He is a 
farmer south of Melita and also works as a mechanic 
for Elliott Farm Equipment. Wayne lives with a 
chosen friend, Frances Reddaway. They have one 
daughter, Krista Marie, born April 11, 1983. 

Kathleen Susan was born on August 11, 1959. 
She married Blaine Stewart, youngest son of Doug 
and Margaret Stewart of Virden on May 8, 1982. 
They have one son, Douglas Sean, born April 6, 
1983. 

Garry Andrew was born on September 21, 1960. 
Garry is presently farming with his father. 

Their youngest son, Daniel Charles, was born 
January 5, 1962. Danny lost his life in a tragic auto 
accident on October 14, 1979. 

Shannon, Nelson 
NELSON SHANNON and his family moved 

from Napanee, Ontario 1917 and took up residence 
on 1-3-28 in the Edward municipality. To this family 
were born seven children, EMMA, MARY, 
ALMA, JIM, BEN, FRANK and WILLIAM. 

Ben married GERTRUDE CORNWALL in 
1899. He ran the hotel in Pierson, then moved to 
23-3-28 where he farmed. Gertrude passed away in 
1931 and Ben in 1956. They had one son Pat who 
married Elsie McRae in 1939 and they now live on 
22-2-28 in Edward. 

Emma married Robert Rooks and they operated a 
store in Pierson. Emma passed away in 1951 and Bob 
in 1934. They had one daughter, Maud who was 
married to Doctor Roy Shier. Maud resides in a 
nursing home in Brandon. 

Alma married Hal Holmes and they lived in Al
berta. Alma passed away in 1956 and Hal in 1960. 

Mary married Geo Yeo and resided in Alberta. 
Mary passed away in 1962. 

Frank (see separate history). 
Jim (see separate history). 
William (see separate history). 

Shannon, James Nelson 
JAMES NELSON SHANNON was born in 

Napanee, Ontario November 22, 1875, eldest son of 
a family of eight and came with his father to Elva in 
1900. He worked as a hired hand at various places as 
Harkness & Fultons. He was very active in sports and 
enjoyed farming. He built a home on 26-2-28 and his 
sister kept house for him. In 1909 he married BES
SIE GIBSON, eldest daughter of John and Charlotte 
Gibson, also a family of eight. Bessie was born at 
Wolfe Island, Ontario March 24, 1883 and came with 
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her parents to Elva in 1898. She returned to Ontario 
to finish school and take a sewing course. Later she 
came back to Elva and had a sewing room above John 
Sharp's meat shop. They were the first couple mar
ried in the Anglican Church in Elva on December 29, 
1909. She had a special love for the church and its 
activities. She was a memberofthe W.I. and enjoyed 
quilting and sewing. To this union five boys were 
born: Orie, Harold, Aldwyn (see separate history), 
Lloyd (see separate history) and Robert (see sepa
rate history). They were raised on the farm and all but 
Orie farm in Elva and Pierson district. Lloyd lives on 
the home farm. 

L.-R.: Bessie Shannon and sons Orie, Harold, Aldie, Lloyd 
and Bob in 1968. 

Orie married Margaret Cooper November 3, 
1934. They had three boys. Keith married Yvonne 
Kale and had one daughter Kathy. 

Keith passed away in 1975. Jimmy married Emi
ly Nueranski and they have one son Dennis. Drew an 
infant, deceased in 1949. Margaret passed away in 
1949 and Orie in 1979. 

Harold married Margaret McCallum from 
Melita in 1940 and they have three daughters. Betty 
married Lloyd Jeffrey from Gainsborough in 1963 
and they have one daughter Shawn and one son 
Sheldon. Donna married Jim Shaw from Gains
borough in 1969. Penny is employed in Brandon. 

Bessie and James retired from the farm and built a 
home in Pierson in 1946 and enjoyed family and 
friends. James passed away in 1954. Bessie had a sale 
on August 21, 1972, moved to the Lodge in Melita for 
two years and spent her last years in Central Park 
Lodge in Brandon. She lived to the age of 96. They 
are laid to rest in Melita Cemetery. They had 12 
grandchildren and l3 great-grandchildren. 



Jim and Bessie Shannon's grandchildren. L.-R.: Keith, Donna, 
Beverly, Betty, Jim, Barry. Front: Brenda, Francis, Brian and 
Penny in 1957. 

Shannon, Aldwyn James 
Aldwyn James Shannon (Aldy) was born at 

Elva, the son of Mr. and Mrs. James Shannon who 
raised five boys. In 1941, Aldy married Doris Robin
son from Waskada. 

They have always lived and farmed in the Elva 
district. In 1943, they purchased 6-3-27 and built 
their present house in 1957. 

They had two children, Beverly Jean and Brian 
Aldwyn. 

L.-R.: Brian, Doris, Beverly and Aldie Shannon in 1965. 

Beverly married Victor Higgins. They have two 
children Garry and Michelle and since 1971 have 
resided at Gilbert Plains, Manitoba. Garry graduated 
from high school in 1981 and will attend Red River 
College in September, 1982. 

Brian married Deb Downey, daughter of 
Leighton and Dorothy Downey, in 1979. He pur
chased the George Coutts' farm, land bordering his 
Dad's farm. This is where they now reside. Brian 
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farms with Aldy and Deb works for the law firm of 
Smeltz & Holmes in Melita. 

Shannon, Lloyd 
Lloyd (son of James and Bessie Shannon) was in 

the Air Force when he married Peggy Simpson, only 
daughter of Bill and Chrissie Simpson, on April 19 , 
1944. They lived in Lethbridge a few months, then 
moved to the Shannon farm home in 1945. They 
farmed while still using horses and threshing ma
chines. It was fun for neighbours to always be help
ing each other. 

Lloyd and Peggy Shannon's wedding in 1944. Barry and Lynn 
in 1968. 



They had one son, Barry, born in Melita at Mrs. 
Forsyth's Nursing Home on April 19, 1948. Barry 
received his education in Elva, Pierson and Melita. 
He worked at home, then for Borderline Trucking, 
Melita Creamery and Construction. He married Lyn 
Neuman of Waskada on November 9, 1968. They 
now live in Brandon where Barry works for Coca
Cola Company. Lyn works as manager of Brandon 
Shoppers' Mall. They have two children Tricia born 
July 8, 1972 and Tommy born January 27, 1975. 

Shannon, Robert 
Robert was born on the family farm at Elva on 

February 4, 1922. He started school at Sourisford, 
but transferred to Elva School when Sourisford 
closed in 1931. As a young man, Bob took a course in 
Taxidermy and attended Agricultural SchooL In 1938 
and 1939, he worked for the Canada Permanent 
Mortgage Company who farmed thousands of acres 
of farmland in this and surrounding areas. In 1940 
and 1941 he worked for the International Water Sup
ply Company digging deep wells for army and air 
force camps. On January 2, 1942, he joined the Royal 
Canadian Army in Winnipeg with the Cameron 
Highlanders. He was stationed at Portage la Prairie 
and Shilo, Manitoba. He went overseas July, 1942 
and was stationed at Whitley Camp for two years 
with the Royal Canadian Army Service Corp. Bob 
was then stationed in Holland, France, and Germany; 
and upon returning to Canada he received his dis
charge August 17, 1946. In 1947 he started to grain 
farm east of Pierson. On March 11, 1948 he married 
Kathleen Patricia Richardson (Jackie) of Lyleton. 

From this union there were three children: Bren
daRae, Frances Guela and Monty Roy. During his 
farming years, in off season, Bob kept active with 
carpentry projects, icing wedding cakes, welding, 
mechanics and numerous other neighbourly acts. In 
spring 1979 Bob and Jackie sold the farm land and 
equipment, retaining their farm site as their retire
ment home. 

Brenda Rae Shannon was born March 13, 1951. 
On March 11, 1972, she married Donald Raymond 
Flamme of Carievale, Saskatchewan. They have 
three children: Jodi, Scott and Derek. 

Frances Guela Shannon was born October 23, 
1954. On November 9, 1974, she married Lenard 
Wayne Reibin from Kamsack. They have two boys: 
Carsey and Cory and reside in Creighton, Saskatche
wan. 

Monty Roy Shannon was born October 18, 1957. 
He is presently employed in Medicine Hat, Alberta. 

Shannon, Frank 
Frank Shannon was born in Napanee, Ontario 
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on January 11, 1884. He came with his parents to 
Pierson, Manitoba in 1900, and grew up in this area 
of southern Manitoba. In January 1916 he married 
BESSIE HUNT who was born at Coultervale, Man
itoba on June 9, 1891. They farmed at Coultervale 
and had three children there: Melvin, November 
1916; Beatrice September 1918; and Cora, July, 
1920. 

In 1924 they decided to move to Neville, Sas
katchewan where they bought a farm. Lee Hunt, 
Bessie's brother, helped load their livestock, house
hold effects and farm machinery at Lyleton, Man
itoba and rode the C.P.R. boxcar to Neville. Frank 
and his family arrived later by passenger train. Being 
a carpenter, Frank worked at this trade along with his 
farming. In slack times, he also took a job building 
roads. A second son, Lloyd was born there in Janu
ary 1925. 

In August, 1927 Bessie became ill and passed 
away leaving Frank with the responsibility of raising 
their four children. Times were hard and the crops 
seemed to get poorer and poorer every year. Lloyd 
was sent to live with Bessie's sister, Ethel Simpson, 
in Manitoba where he remained until the age of 14. 

In 1930, Beatrice and Cora went to Nemiskam, 
Alberta to live with their aunt, Alma Holmes, 
Frank's sister. Frank and Melvin stayed on at the 
Gernache farm and put in the crop in the spring of 
1932. By July it was apparent there would be no crop 
again. Frank sublet his farm, stock and equipment 
and they moved to Alberta to join the girls. After 
trying his hand at farming there for three years he was 
dried out and blown out again. He quit farming in 
1936 and moved into Foremost, Alberta where he 
lived in the Anglican Church manse. By this time 
Beatrice and Cora were out on their own working. 
Lloyd came from Manitoba to live with his father. 
Frank busied himself doing carpentry work around 
Foremost until his death in the fall of 1943. 

Frank's oldest daughter, Beatrice, was married to 
Lennard Swanson in October 1940. They farmed 
northeast of Foremost and two daughters were born 
to them. Betty, the older, is married to Bill Nemeth 
and they farm at Warner Alberta. Carol, is married to 
Floyd Mueller, a Texaco executive. They live in Cal
gary with their two children Russell and Dyan. After 
selling their farm in 1968, the Swansons moved into 
Foremost where they still reside. 

Melvin married Beryl Southerton in 1942. 
"Red" as he is more commonly known, worked for 
West Coast Transmission throughout British Colum
bia until his retirement in 1978. They were blessed 
with three children: Merle, James and Joyce. Merle 
and his wife Carol, have two children Ronnie and 
Connie, and Merle works for West Coast Transmis-



sion at Quesnel, British Columbia. Jim and his wife, 
Kim, own and operate a sporting goods store in 
Kamloops, British Columbia. Joyce works part-time 
as a secretary and lives in Edmonton, Alberta with 
her daughter, Tara. Melvin and Beryl are retired at 
Sorrento, British Columbia. 

In 1943, Cora married Jimmy Johnston, a Lieu
tenant in the Airforce. He was killed in 1949 in an oil 
drilling accident. In January 1950 Cora married 
Harold Johnson and they farm northeast of Foremost. 
They have two children, Beverly and Gordon. Bev
erly and her husband Ray Baker have two children, 
Greg and Danette. 

Lloyd joined the army in 1943 but returned from 
overseas when he was wounded in 1944. He married 
Ruth Scratch in 1947 and moved to Kitimat, British 
Columbia, to work for the Alcan Aluminum Compa
ny in 1956. They have three children Patsy, Gary and 
Greg. Patsy, her husband, Wayne Buchanan and 
daughter, Kimberley, live in Prince George, British 
Columbia. Gary and his wife, Debbie, have two 
sons, Trevor and Ryan. Greg the youngest is an avid 
world traveller and tends bar in Terrace. Lloyd and 
Ruth also live in Terrace and Lloyd commutes to 
Kitimat to work. 

Shannon, William H. 
WILLIAM married LILA GIBSON (ELIZA) 

in 1917 and lived on the farm 1-3-28 where Jack (son) 
and family reside. To them four children were born. 
Emily (see Elwood Nichols history), Margaret, 
Jack (see separate history) and Don. 

William passed away in 1967 and Lila on July 19, 
1982. 

Margaret went to Alberta in 1944 and married 
Phil Buckingham and they reside in Westaskiwin, 
Alberta. 

Don went to Alberta in 1943 where he worked 
with the oil company and became a driller. He lived 
in Edmonton until his passing away in 1982. 

Shannon, John Nelson 
John Nelson (Jack) is the third child of William 

H. Shannon and Eliza Haliday Gibson of Elva. He 
was born in June 1923 and spent his life on the family 
farm there. He attended Elva School. In September 
1951, he married Devona Irene Christianson, 
daughter of Oscar and Gerty Christianson. They 
spent one year on the A. F. Walker farm north of 
Elva. In the spring of 1953, they moved to Glen 
Ewen, Saskatchewan where he worked on a farm for 
the following four summers. He returned home in the 
fall of 1956 to help his Dad on the farm where he still 
resides. 
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Jack and Devona had seven children. 
Darryl Nelson born November 1952 and married 

Wendy I rene Jackson of Melita in March 1974. They 
have two children, Riley Nelson and Wendy Darla. 
Darryl is employed by the Highway Department and 
they reside in Melita. 

Eunice Yvonne born in January 1955, married 
Larry John Currie in December 1974. They have 
three children, Yvonne Marie, Patrick John and Eliza 
Ann Helen. They reside in Waskada. 

FrankDickson was born in March 1956. He lives 
at home on the farm at Elva. 

Wanda Irene born in August 1957, married Ter
rance Gerald Currie in September 1975. They have 
one daughter Jennifer Danielle. They reside in 
Melita. 

Sheila Ann was born i11 March 1959 and married 
Brian Herbert Boulton in October 1980. They reside 
on a farm at Reston. 

Christopher Daniel was born in December 1961 
and now resides in Alberta. 

Matthew Thomas was born in March 1974 and 
resides at home on the farm at Elva. 

Jack belongs to the Odd Fellows Lodge, The 
Grand Encampment of Manitoba. Devona is a mem
ber of Rebekah Lodge. They both belong to the 
Legion and both enjoy cribbage. They have a great 
interest in their family. 

Shaw, Richard 
RICHARD (DICK) was born September 13, 

1924 on the home farm one mile west and three miles 
south of Gainsborough, Saskatchewan, son of 
Thomas and Elizabeth Shaw. He received his educa
tion at Claremont and Gainsborough schools, farmed 

Richard and Eileen Shaw (1969). 



the home farm until 1949, when he and his mother 
moved into Gainsborough and operated a service 
station. He moved to Melita in 1959 being employed 
at Eyers' Furniture. In 1964 he started in business for 
himself known as Shaw's Carpets, selling out in 
1975. 

Richard married EILEEN BARBOUR (BAR
KER) on October 6, 1969 and they are presently 
residing in their home in Melita on Willow Street. 
Richard is employed with the Melita Health Centre. 

Eileen retired from the Manitoba Telephone Sys
tem on August 19, 1976 completing 33 years of 
service. 

Shiels, John 
JOHN GEORGE SHIELS was born on February 

17, 1885 near Brussells, Ontario. John was the eldest 
child of Thomas and Rachel Shiels. Tom and Rachel 
farmed in the Brussells area until 1891 when they 
moved north to Parry Sound. In 1898 Tom walked 
west in search of new land and ended up in Killarney. 
John married PEARL GERRY from Stoughton. John 
and Pearl had 11 children: LOTTIE in 1914; twins 
TOM and HENRY in 1914; OLIVE in 1915; KEN in 
1917; DORIE in 1918; HOWARD in 1920; 
GEORGE in 1922; ETHEL in 1924; CLIFF in 
1927; and MEL in 1932. The oldest daughter, Lottie, 
lived only six weeks and the twins died at birth. 

John and Pearl lived on their homestead near 
Coming, Saskatchewan until 1916 when they sold 
their farm and moved south of Stoughton. The winter 
of 1932-1933 was a very bad winter for John and his 
family. In December 1932, John had an appendix 
attack and was rushed to Weyburn. He returned home 
on January 8, 1933 and 16 days later his wife Pearl 
died at the age of 37. The youngest child, Mel, was 
only ten months old when his mother died. Six weeks 
later, John's house caught fire and burnt to the ground 
and they lost everything. 

In 1937 John and his oldest son, Ken, came to 
Manitoba in search of feed for the cattle and a place to 
live. They rented a farm three miles east of Bede 
known as the Tom Baker farm. This farm was only 
half a mile from Sam Gould's. In 1942 John moved 
two miles east of Napinka to farm. He sold this farm 
to Hector McInnes in 1945 and moved north of 
Napinka again to the Johnny Holland farm. John 
started doing carpentry work with his friend Jack 
Quinn off and on and gave up farming in 1947 to 
work steady with Jack. John moved into Napinka and 
lived upstairs in the old Sheppard house. He moved 
to half a house on Front Street next to the livery barn 
around 1951. His son George and family lived in the 
other half of the house. John moved to his own house 
around 1954 where he lived for the rest of his life. 
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This house was also on Front Street close to Green's 
garage. He continued to live in the house for another 
21 years. John died in September 1975. 

John's family are well spread out. The fourth 
child, Olive, married ALLAN GANNON (see A. 
Gannon history). The fifth child, Ken, married Mary 
Rodgers and had two children, Dwight and Laura. 
Laura lived only eight months and Ken died in 1972. 
Mary is still living in Stoughton. The sixth child, 
Dorie, married GAR BLACKWELL and had five 
children: Dorothy, Don, Marilyn, Ken and Sharon. 
Gar died in 1981 and Dorie still lives in Regina. The 
seventh child, Howard, married Eva Kennedy and 
had three children Malcolm, Karen and Gerry. 
Howard died in 1974 and Eva still lives in Dunrea, 
Manitoba. The eighth child, George, married BET· 
TY JONES (history separate). The nineth child, 
Ethel, married Oscar Lindbloom and had four chil
dren: Randy, Brad, Craig and Blair. Ethel and 
Oscar still live in Souris, Manitoba. The tenth child, 
Cliff, married Lenore Grisdale and had five children: 
Stephen, Sandra, Sheila, David, and Brian. Brian 
died in a car accident in 1980. Cliff and Lenore still 
live in Peterborough, Ontario. The youngest child 
Mel, married Greta Martin and had six children; 
Gary, Gayle, Tim, Paul, Terry, and Kevin. Mel 
and Greta still live in Newmarket, Ontario. 

Shiels, George 
GEORGE SHIELS was born May 21,1922 at 

Corning, Saskatchewan, 20 miles north of 
Stoughton. He was son of John and Pearl Shiels. 
George's mother died when he was 11 and the family 
moved to Manitoba in 1937. They settled in the Bede 
area north of Melita. He continued to farm with his 
father and brothers there until 1941 when he joined 
the army in Melita. He went overseas in 1942 and was 
stationed in England. During the next three and a half 
years, he served in France, Belgium, and Italy. 
While on leave, he met his mate for life, BETTY 
JONES from Brigend, South Wales. They were mar
ried in the Welsh Independance Church in Brigend 
on October 6, 1945. They had a one week honey
moon and George went back to his outfit. Three 
weeks later, he was back for a weekend before sailing 
for Halifax. George arrived back in Napinka in 
November 1945. 

Betty could not come at the same time as there 
were many forms to be filled out. She left home on 
June 10, 1946 and arrived in Winnipeg on June 16, 
1946. Lon Gannon and George were there to meet 
Betty and they arrived in Melita the following day. 
George was working for Percy Brockinton at the time 
and they lived south of Melita on Percy's farm. 

Three weeks after Betty arrived, George had to 



be rushed to Souris for an appendix operation. After 
the operation, they went to live with George's brother 
Ken, north of Napinka. That fall they went to 
Broomhill to farm on the old House place. A daugh
ter, ROS:EMARIE, was born there in 1947. They 
moved in June 1948 to rent the Harvey Gould farm 
near Bernice. Two sons were born there, DAVID in 
1948 and DAN in 1951. In 1952 George and his 
family moved to Napinka where George went to 
work for the Canadian Pacific Railway. Two more 
children were born in Napinka, PATTY in 1952 and 
BILL in 1955. George quit the Canadian Pacific 
Railway and went to work for Hector McInnes. They 
moved to the little house one mile west of Hector's. 
George's father John had lived in this same house ten 
years earlier before selling the farm to Hector. 
George and Betty had two more children there, 
Gareth in 1956 and Lynda in 1960. 

In 1965 George and Betty bought the old Will 
Gould house in Napinka. They completely re
modeled the house and built on an addition. George 
started doing carpentry work and worked on the 
bridge west of Napinka that winter with Jim and Jack 
Holden. In the summer 1966, he worked on the new 
Toronto Dominion Bank building in Deloraine. He 
also worked on the Tweed Garage addition in 
Medora. He later worked for Johnson Construction 
building houses in the Melita area and later in Bran
don. George also did a lot of work on his own, 
building cupboards and house remodeling. 

During 1976 and 1977 George was a 4-H leader 
and enjoyed sharing his love for woodworking with 
the younger people of the community. He continued 
to do carpentry work in the Napinka-Melita area 
until the time of his death in November 1979. George 
was predeceased by two of his son, Bill in 1972 and 
David in 1973. Both sons died accidently in separate 
car accidents. David had been married to Beth 
Rutledge of Gainsborough only six weeks before his 
death. 

At the time of this writing, Betty is still living in 
their house in Napinka. The oldest daughter Rose
marie married Bud Carriere in 1967 and they live in 
Langruth, Manitoba. Rose works for the Royal Bank 
there and Bud works for Westroc Mining. Dan mar
ried Judy Vandaele from Medora in 1973 and t~ey 
live in Winnipeg. They have two daughters, Jennifer 
and Tracy, and Dan works for Manitoba Hydro. Patty 
married Chris Switzer from Strathclair in 1970. They 
have two children, Tony and Tricia and they live in 
Winnipeg. Gareth married Dawn Pedrick from 
Melita in 1979 and they have two sons Alun and 
Micheal. They live in Whitehorse, Yukon where 
Gareth works for the copper mine. Lynda married 
Conway Pauls in 1981 and they have one son Conway 
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Jr. and live in Winnipeg. Lynda works as a medical 
transcriptionist for the Manitoba Cancer Foundation 
and Conway is in the glass business. 

Shnitka, Maxwell 
MAX SHNITKA was born in 1892 at Liebau, 

Latvia. In 1912 he was the first of his family to 
immigrate to North America, landing in New York 
City. After a short stay, he moved to Calgary. His 
first job was with the Canadian Pacific Railway as a 
"newsy" selling magazines, sandwiches, etc. to 
train passengers. 

In 1919 he married FANNY CRYSTAL of Bran
don. They moved to Castor, Alberta where they 
owned a grocery store until 1930. 

They moved to Melita in 1930 when they pur
chased the Metropolitan Hotel. His wife Fanny 
passed away in 1934. Their family consisted of two 
children, DENA and DAVID (separate history). 

Dena attended school in Melita and the Univer
sity of Manitoba. In 1940 she married LOU SURES 
from Melita. They lived in Carman, Morris, Win
nipeg, San Diego, California, and now reside in 
Winnipeg. They have three children: Frances and his 
son Mathew of San Francisco; Harold and wife 
Susan, daughters Ashley and Stephanie of Win
nipeg; and Donald of Regina. 

Max Shnitka married EDITH DOBBYN in 1942. 
They lived on Souris Street in the old Lamont house. 
They owned the Metropolitan Hotel and then pur
chased the Palace Hotel in 1949. Max passed away in 
1957 and Edith in 1981. They had four boys. 

AARON and wife Linda of Winnipeg. Aaron 
attended school in Melita and works in Winnipeg. 

DANIEL and Birzit of Victoria. He attended 
school in Melita and University of Winnipeg. 

MAXWELL and wife Margarite and daughter of 
Winnipeg. Max attended school in Melita and 
worked as a pilot in Northern Manitoba. 

MARCUS and wife BLYTHE and Jennifer, 
born April 28 , 1979, of St. Theresa Point, Manit?ba. 
He was educated in Melita and attended the Umver
sity of Winnipeg. Blythe is a daughter of Clive and 
Dorothy Lewis of Melita. (Holly Caroline Blythe 
arrived December 23, 1982.) 

Snitka, David 
DAVID, son of Max and Fanny Shnitka, attended 

school in Melita and served in the Royal Canadian 
Air Force during W.W. II. He married MARIE 
REID in 1947. They lived in Virden until 1949 when 
they moved to Melita to manage the Palace Hotel. 
Marie passed away in 1951. They had two children. 

Donald and wife Eleanor, son Scott and daughter 



Tessa Marie of Dauphin. Donald attended school in 
Melita and Dauphin. 

Catherine and husband Dwight Hopfner, chil
dren Dena Marie, David, and Jonathan, of Ste. 
Rose, Manitoba. Cathy also attended school in 
Melita, Dauphin, and graduated from the Winnipeg 
General School of Nursing in 1971. 

Davie married VELMA REID in 1954. They 
lived in Melita for 12 years. Velma started the first 
kindergarten in Melita, located in the basement of 
their home on Centre Street. She later taught school 
in the Melita Elementary school until the family 
moved to Dauphin in 1966. They have two sons, 
Michael who attended grades I, II, and III in Melita 
and completed school in Dauphin, graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science degree from Western Michigan 
University and resides in Toronto, Ontario. 

Reid attended kindergarten in Melita and 
finished his schooling in Dauphin and Red River 
Community College. He now resides in Winnipeg. 

Simpson, Robert 
ROBER[ SIMPSON, "Bob", as he was known 

to all, was born at Hillhead, Ardo, Methlick, Scot
land on May 11, 1881. In 1898 he came to Toronto 
along with his brother George and sister Annie. His 
oldest brother came to Toronto earlier. 

There was a large family of Simpsons six boys: 
GEORGE, John, a baby who was named Robert who 
died shortly after birth, the second ROBER[ and 
James, who died at the age of eight years; and four 
girls; Agnes, Elsie, ANNIE and Jean. 

Bob returned to Belfast, Ireland, in 1900 as his 
mother and sisters had moved to Belfast after the 
death of his father. He remained in Ireland for nearly 
four years. In the meantime George and ELSIE, 
(Mrs. Cheyne) and her two sons Alex and Robert, 
had come west. They had seven children. The young
est were twins. George farmed on E 21-2-26 where 
he met and married Bella Andrews. They farmed in 
the Waskada district for some time then moved to 
Glenora, Manitoba. They had five sons; George Jr. 
Frank, Walter, Leslie, and James, and two daughters; 
Edna and Belle. Belle and James were twins. George 
and Bella moved along with their family to home
stead at Arcola, Saskatchewan. In 1912 they moved to 
Glenora. Elsie married John Spence in 1910 (see 1. 
Spence history). 

Bob came out from Ireland in 1904 and worked 
for James Pirie. In 1906 he took up homestead on 
29-2-26, selling to Jack Maxwell in 1908. Then he 
bought what I believe was Henry Thompson's home
stead NE 2-2-26 and SE 11-2-26. His mother and 
sister Agnes came to live with him here. 

On April 1, 1911 Bob and ELIZABETH JANE 
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MAXWELL were married in Melita at the home of 
his sister Annie Johnston by Rev. M. P. Floyd. On 
April 5th his mother, who had been an invalid for 
some years, passed away and was buried in Waskada 
Cemetery. Agnes went to Deloraine where she met 
and married Henry Lush, a shoemaker. 

Bob and Lizzie had two children, a daughter 
MARTHA E., better known as Betty and a son 
JAMES A. Betty (writer of this article), was born 
January 22, 1916. Jim was born December 23, 1917. 

Mother and Dad farmed on the Waskada farm 
until the dirty thirties, moving to the Glenora area in 
the fall of 1934. I had gone there earlier to keep house 
for Uncle George as Aunt Bella had passed away in 
1933. 

In the spring of 1939 I got a job at Pipestone on 
the farm of Jock Fairlie. While there I met and mar
ried Charles C. Misener, a widower with a five year 
old daughter Donna, on August 1, 1940. We have 
three daughters: Minnie Jean born June 22, 1941; 
Margaret Ellinor born February 22, 1943; and Eliz
abeth Roberta born January 6, 1950. 

Jim married Betty Jones of Manitou in 1945. 
They had no children. 

Waskada was always home to Mother and when 
she passed away at my home in Pipestone October 17, 
1947, it was her wish to be buried there. 

In the fall of 1950 Dad came to live with us at 
Pipestone and in the spring of 1951 sold the Waskada 
farm to Gerry Vanbeselaere. He then bought the farm 
of Dave Mellish in the Broomhill district, and was 
there until the fall of 1961. 

In 1954 Charlie and I sold our farm and moved to 
our present home in Virden. In 1956 Donna was 
married to Herb Hamilton. On May 9, 1957 Charlie 
had a coronary heart attack and was hospitalized for 
four weeks and two weeks bed rest after coming 
home. The pickings got pretty slim so I went to work 
in July at Rothnie and Reid General Store. I was there 
until they sold out six and one half years later. Then I 
was with LG.A. for six and one half years and 10 
years with the Co-op, making total of 23 years. 

When Dad had an operation in the fall of 1961 he 
remained with us until he passed away on December 
23, 1967. Jim and Betty separated and he moved to 
Brandon after Dad left the farm. Jim has spent the 
past year in hospitals, and is now in the Assiniboine 
Center in Brandon. 

Our three girls are all married; Jean is Mrs. Joe 
Leech, and they have two girls, Jeanette Tracy and 
Colleen Faye. Margaret is Mrs. Leslie Reid, they 
have three children, Elizabeth Ann, Charles James 
and Sheri Ellen. Beth is Mrs. Murray Gray, with 
three children, Patricia Katrine, William Charles 



and Nicole Adell. Donna and Herb have a girl Bren
da Marlene and a boy Glen Russell. 

Simpson, William 
MR. WILLIAM (BILL) SIMPSON was born in 

Rosehearty, Aberdeenshire, Scotland in 1886. He 
came to Melita in 1908. He worked as a drayman and 
worked on the Jim Hyde farm then farmed around 
Melita until he retired to Melita in 1957. After failing 
in health he passed away April 3, 1959 in Melita 
Wilson Memorial Hospital. 

Mrs. William Simpson (CHRISSIE THOMP
SON) was born in 1888 in Stritchen, Aberdeenshire, 
Scotland. In 1910 she came to work for Mr. D. 
Gillander at Elva. She later worked for Mrs. Briggs 
in the Metropolitan Hotel. She married William 
Simpson in February 1911. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Simpson Sr. 

Mr. Simpson loved the game of curling, they both 
worked hard and enjoyed the company of friends and 
neighbors. 

Mrs. Simpson passed away in her home on April 
11, 1962. They had one son BILL (separate history) 
and one daughter, MARGARET (PEGGY) born 
August 23, 1921. She received her education in 
Melita, worked in McJannet's Red and White 
Store and Morrow's Drug Store. She married 
LLOYD SHANNON of Elva (see L. Shannon histo
ry). 

Simpson, William Jr. 
WILLIAM (BILL) SIMPSON JR., son of Mr. 

and Mrs. William Simpson was born in Melita on 
July 28, 1923, and received his education in Melita. 
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Bill and Betty Simpson (nee Morrow) in 1947. 

He farmed with his father. He married BETTY 
MORROW in March 1947. They farmed around 
Melita for a few years. They moved to Calgary, 
Alberta in 1958. Bill worked for a lumber yard and 
Betty worked for Alpha Dairy. Bill now works for the 
City of Calgary and Betty is bookkeeper for the 
Legion. They have one son Larry who was born in 
Melita, October 1947 and received his education in 
Melita and Calgary. He works for Alpha Dairy. He 
married Laine McKnight, who works for Calgary 
Power. 

Sitko,Ed 
ED SITKO came to Melita from Strathclair, Man

itoba in 1946. He apprenticed for a mechanic at 
Murray's Garage, and continued working as a me
chanic for 15 years. 

On October 4, 1947 he married ALDA MARIE 
KIRKUP. AIda was born December 29, 1928 at 
Mainland's Nursing Home, Elva, the youngest child 
of Margaret and Bert Kirkup. I received my educa
tion at Melita School and worked as a telephone 
operator for Manitoba Telephone System at Melita. I 
enjoyed being part of Victoria United Church Junior 
Choir, a member of Girl Guides, and also being a 
member of the Ladies Orange Benevolent Associa
tion for 35 years, as well as working with the Victoria 
United Church Sunday School, Messengers, Legion 
Auxiliary and A.R.H. Society. 



Ed and Aida Sitko. 

In 1963, Ed went to Cobb Motors to work as a 
parts manager. Ed spent 11 years as an officer with the 
Melita Air Cadet Squadron #263 and also took an 
active part with the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 
#127. On December 7,1982, Ed took the job as parts 
manager at Tweeds Melita, where he is still em
ployed. 

Skelton, Richard 
RICHARD and JANE SKELTON had a family of 

Richard Skelton Sr. 
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six sons and one daughter. JAMES had one daughter 
who became Mrs. George Wyatt. MARY ANN 
married William Horsley (see Horsley history). 
GEORGE married Rebecca Snyder (see separate 
history). WILLIAM had one daughter Catherine 
Margaret who married Malcolm McCannell Jr. 
(see McCannell history) and one son Dick (separate 
history). THOMAS lived at Reston and had one son. 
JOSEPH lived at Reston and had family of four girls 
and one boy. FRANCIS lived at Pierson and had a 
family of four sons and two daughters: Francis Jr., 
William, Dave (separate history), John, Louisa 
Robertson, Elizabeth Robertson. 

Skelton, George Lighton 
GEORGE LIGHTON SKELTON was the 

fourth son of Richard and Jane Skelton (nee Hope) of 
Agincourt, near Toronto, Ontario. He was born July 
29,1863. He lived in Ontario until the spring of1885 , 
when he came west to Manitoba. He homesteaded 
4-3-27 and later pre-empted SW 4-3-27. 

On December 6, 1893 he married REBECCA 
SNYDER. They farmed until the spring of 1904, 
when they moved into Elva, renting the farm to Mr. 
William Furtney. While in Elva, he ran the Dominion 
elevator and was secretary and caretaker of the school 
for a few years. In the spring of 1913 they moved back 
to the farm, where he lived until his death in Decem
ber 1942. 

Rebecca Snyder was the youngest child of Mr. 
and Mrs. Amos Snyder. She was born in Oxford 
County in Ontario on November 28, 1868. In 1882 
she came west with her parents and other members of 
her family. Her death was in September 1954. 

Of this union there were seven children. Fred, 
the oldest died in infancy. Mary (Mrs. Bert Thomp
son) of Camduff, Saskatchewan, died in 1982. 
Henry and Elsie are now living in Melita; Jessie 
(Mrs. Jim Jellis of Flint Michigan deceased in 1956), 
Florence (Mrs. Harold Kyle) deceased February 17, 
1981, at Virden, and Wilfrid, is living in Melita. 

Skelton, Richard 
Richard (Dick) Skelton was born April 24, 1895 

in a sod house on the farm on NE 8-3-27, where he 
lived until he retired and moved to Brandon in 1966. 

His parents were William and Margaret Calder 
Skelton. There were three children: KATIE who mar
ried Malcolm McCannell (see McCannell history), 
and a brother who died in infancy. 

Dick went to Elva School and received a Grade 
VIII education. He served overseas in World War I 
and was wounded three times. 

He married Kate Robertson of Fork River on 
March 2, 1925, and has two daughters: Mona who 



married Manly Bell and has a son Bruce Bell and Fay 
who lives at home. 

Manly Bell passed away April 27, 1975, after a 
lengthy period of illness in the St. Boniface Hospital 
in Winnipeg. His wife Mona and son Bruce remained 
on the farm. In 1978 Mona married George L. Coutts 
of Elva (see Coutts history). 

Dick was very active in sports, was a good base
ball player and a good skater and played some 
hockey. He used to go to the Brandon League games 
and to the fairs and to the "Drop-in Centre" on 
Fridays as he liked to dance. He suffered a stroke in 
1976 and was a patient in Central Park Nursing Home 
and well looked after, until his death June 13, 1982. 

Skelton, David Donald (Dave) 
On August 29, 1909, David Donald Skelton 

was born in Pierson to Frances Bellaby and Morian 
Janet Skelton. (Frances Bellaby and George Lighton 
were brothers.) He resided and received his educa
tion in the Pierson district until at the age of 16 in 
1925 he left his parental home to be employed by 
numerous farmers in the Coultervale district. In 
1931, Dave married Ethel St. Clair Fletcher and 
they resided on the Frances Bellaby Skelton farm at 
Pierson for three months and then moved to the Matt 
Fletcher homestead. In July, 1934, due to the 
drought, Dave and Ethel moved their stock and Matt 
Fletcher's cattle via train to Rossendale until April of 
1935 when they returned to occupy the Fletcher 
homestead until 1937. Dave and Ethel resided on 
3-1-27 for two years (1937-1939) and then moved 
back to the Fletcher farm where Ethel still resides 
today in the home her father Matthew built in 1903. 

Dave and Ethel Skelton's 40th Anniversary, with Irvin and 
Shirley. 
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To the union of David Skelton and Ethel Fletcher 
two children were born, Irvine David Matthew on 
September 7 1941, (separate history), and Shirley 
Aileen on August 13, 1947. 

Irvine was educated at Coutlervale until Grade X 
and received the remainder of his high school at 
Melita. Irvine enthusiastically participated in base
ball, curling, hockey and football during his high 
school years. In 1961 he received a baseball scholar 
ship from Minot State College and graduated in 1965 
with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Education. 
Irvine taught during the spring term of 1965 of 
Gainsborough high school and married Brenda Wy
att on July 3, 1965. (see Irvine Skelton history.) 

Shirley attended Coultervale School until Grade 
V and then received the remainder of her elementary 
and high school education in Melita. During high 
school, Shirley was an active member in 4-H and the 
Meltia School Band. In 1966, Shirley attended Minot 
State College. From the fall of 1968 to the spring of 
1970, Shirley was a councilor for 30 freshmen girls in 
Dakota Hall, a dormitory on the campus of Minot 
State College. Shirley graduated in May, 1970 with a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Elementary Educa
tion. The union of Shirley and Wayne Kernaghan 
occurred on October 10, 1970 and they took up resi
dence on 36-1-27 which Wayne farms today. Shirley 
was employed by the Antler River School Division in 
the fall of 1970. She taught in Pierson from 
1970-1974. She transferred to Waskada in the fall of 
1974 and is still employed at this school at the time of 
writing. 

Dave and Ethel farmed the Matt Fletcher home
stead until Dave's death in July, 1976. Ethel still 
resides on the homestead and son Irvine farms the 
land. 

Skelton, Irvine David 
Irvine married Brenda Joan Wyatt, daughter of 

Orland "Lefty" and "Toots" of Melita on July 3, 
1965. Their first home was in Oxbow, Saskatchewan 
where Irvine taught Physical Education in the high 
school, and Brenda worked for an insurance agency. 
In September of 1967, Irvine became principal of the 
Oxbow Elementary School and Brenda started work 
as bookkeeper for the Oxbow School Unit. 

In September of 1970 their first son, William 
Trent was born, and in February 1973, Jayson Ryan, 
their second son, was born. 

In July of 1976 this family moved back to the 
home farm at Coulter where they now reside for the 
summer months and in Melita for the winter. Trent is 
taking his Grade VII at Melita school and is inter
ested in drama. He is very involved in hockey and 



volleyball in the winter and baseball and swimming 
in the summer. 

Jayson is in Grade IV and likes to play hockey and 
baseball and does a lot of swimming and horseback 
riding in the summer. 

Slack, Samuel Bradley 
SAMUEL BRADLEY SLACK was born in Man

chester, England in 1860. He spent some time in the 
army in India. It is not known when he came to 
Canada and settled in Ontario. He married ELIZA 
KINNAIRD born in Chesterville, Ontario in 1863. 
They had one son BRADLEY born in Ontario. Mr. 
Slack came to Manitoba in 1890 and homesteaded N 
30-5-26 in what is now Bede District. He returned to 
Ontario in 1891 and brought back his wife and son in 
the spring of 1892. They had two more boys, FRED 
and CHARLES and three daughters, MARY, INA, 
and ISABELLA. Bradley left home quite young and 
never returned. Fred married May Simpson of 
Boissevain, and had one daughter Marian, who is 
married and living in Peace River, and one son who 
died in infancy. 

Mary married Edward Tufts of Fairfax, Manitoba 
and had one daughter, Alieta, a Registered Nurse, 
married and living in Langley, British Columbia and 
one son Ivan, a lawyer married and living in Van
couver. 

Ina, a teacher, married Frank Kirkoff of Beaubier, 
Saskatchewan. They have one son Allen, a Psychi
atric Nurse, who is married and owns a confectionary 
store in Victoria. Isabella married Russell Linesley 
and had two daughters; Una, married and living in 
Winnipeg, and Iris, a Registered Nurse, married and 
living in Saskatoon, and one son Robert, a chartered 
accountant living in Winnipeg. 

Slack, Charles 
CHARLES served overseas in World War I for 

over three years. On his return he settled on E 
25-5-27. He married MARY FENSKE and they 
eventually bought the old homestead. 

They had one daughter, Ennis, who married 
Nicholas Burkart of Holdfast, Saskatchewan, a 
plumber. They are living in Regina and have seven 
children: Randy, Mary, Ricky, Garry, Donna, Lau
rel and Michael. They also had two sons; Ian mar
ried Shirley McCrady of Pipestone and they are 
farming the Slack farm. They have three children: 
Rodney, Todd and Saundra. Darwin, a television 
technician, married Sharon Robson of Boissevain 
and owns Circle M Furniture in Melita. They have 
two children: Mark and Kim. 
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Slack, William Sylvester 
My father WILLIAM SYLVESTER (VES) 

SLACK was born in November 1868 in Haldiman 
County, Ontario. My mother MARGARET DEMP
STER, was born in Dumfries, Scotland in July 1876. 
They were married in Waskada in 1910, and farmed 
north ofWaskada, where my brother EDWIN TIN
SWOOD was born in July 1911 and I, ELMA 
CLARA, was born in January 1913. In March 1913 
we moved to the Chesterfield district, south of 
Melita. Edwin and I received our education at 
Chesterfield SchooL 

In September 1934 we moved to the Oakland 
District north of Portage La Prairie where we con
tinued to farm. Dad passed away in April 1953, and 
Mother in December 1960. Both were in their 84th 
year. Edwin and I continued to farm until 1968 when 
Edwin retired, and we continued to live on the farm 
until Edwin passed away in July 1980. In October that 
year I sold the farm and moved into Portage La 
Prairie. 

Father and Mother were quiet living folks, always 
interested in their home and family. They took a keen 
interest in their community and always were ready 
with a helping hand. Edwin enjoyed farming and in 
his spare time enjoyed carpentry work. He helped 
with any community construction and neighbors 
who needed help. He was secretary of Oakland Pool 
Elevator for over 30 years. Also he was secretary for 
Manitoba Pool Elevator Sub-district 101 for several 
years retiring in February 1980. After he retired from 
farming he became very interested in gardening, 
which I also enjoyed. We were very proud of our 
beautiful farm yard. 

Now that I am in town, I do not have a very large 
garden and lawn, but in time hope to improve it. I 
have always been interested in needlework and 
crafts. I keep busy working with McKenzie Church, 
United Church Women, the Portage Women's In
stitute of which I am a life member, and I also enjoy 
the Horticulture Society. 

Slater, Allan 
ALLAN was born in Almonte, Ontario October 

12, 1840. He married MARGARET ARTHUR, 
(daughter of John Arthur and Maud Keays) on Au
gust 7, 1866 in Ontario. Margaret was born July 17, 
1845 and died January 21, 1927. 

Allan and his brother came to Winnipeg in 1881, 
but Allan went back to Ontario to bring his wife and 
five children to Manitoba in 1882. They lived in a log 
cabin, but as he was a carpenter by trade, he built 
their house in the early 1900's (W 14-2-26). They 
lived there until they moved to Waskada. 

Grandpa Slater served the community in every 



Allan and Margaret Slater's 60th Anniversary in 1926. 

sphere of usefulness; secretary of the Verona School 
District, magistrate in Waskada, and on the board of 
the Presbyterian Church in Waskada. He helped 
build the Church. 

The railway reached Waskada about 1900, but 
before that grain had to be hauled to Brandon by 
oxen. This trip took five to six days and he would 
receive 25¢ to 40¢ a bushel! 

Allan and Margaret's family were WILLIAM, 
born October 11, 1867, died September 7, 1896, not 
married; JOHN ARTHUR, born May 29, 1874, 
died March 31, 1955 (history separate); WALTER, 
born September 30, 1877, died September 21, 1905, 
not married; ANNIE, born May 17, 1880, died May 
3, 1941, married Frank Thompson January 11, 1905 
(see E Thompson history); MARTHA JANE, born 
November 5, 1887, died December 5, 1949, not 
married. 

Allan and Margaret Slater celebrated their 60th 
Wedding Anniversary in 1926. The family was all 
home on the occasion. 

Mr. and Mrs. Allan Slater, Walter, William, and 
Martha are buried in the Melita Cemetery. 

Slater, John 
My father JOHN was only ten years old when 

they arrived from Ontario. My mother, ANNA 
MAUDE KEAYS, was also born in Ontario and 
came as a bride to the Verona District in 1905. 

Our family of five - Harold, Margaret (Mag
gie), Bill (Willie), Allan, and myself, Elsie (see Bill 
Maxwell history) all grew up in this district and 
attended school at Verona. 

My mother died in September 1936, my dad in 
March 1955, and my brother Harold in October 1968. 

My sister Margaret is married to Jim Jarvis and 
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lives at Keremeos, British Columbia. She has a fam
ily of four boys, all married and living in British 
Columbia. 

My brother Bill married Lillian Maxwell (a sis
ter of my husband's). They have two boys, Blair and 
Dwight. Both are married and each have two girls. 
They all live in Brandon. 

Allan married Doris Temple and they had a fam
ily of four: Clifford, Beverley, Merrill and Shirley. 
They grew up in the Melita area. Allan died April 28, 
1975. 

Verona School has many memories for me. It was 
here where I learned at an early age to dance, to the 
music supplied by Alf Davey, Jim Yeo, Bob Oliver, 
Doug and Alonzo Robson. There was always the 
annual Christmas Concert with Jolly Old Saint Nick, 
box socials, pie socials, and the occasional card 
party. It was a meeting place for service on a Sunday 
afternoon, and also a picnic site for young and old at 
the close of the school year. Our children looked 
forward to the annual Field Day Parade held in 
Waskada or Melita and we joined in the happy occa
sion, too. 

Times change, and the day of the country school 
house is past. With the disappearance of the country 
school the process of developing close relationship 
with our neighbours is lost and friendships change as 
we make new friends in town. Yet still the world rolls 
on the same, and the skies are just as blue; as we 
recall the good old days, when we lived in the coun
try near Verona School. 

Smart, John 
In the early spring of 1882 twenty year old JOHN 

SMARr of the Florence-Bothwell area of South
western Ontario arrived at his homestead, NW 
22-1-26, three miles from the International Boundary 
and two miles east of the Souris River (seven miles 
southwest of the present town of Waskada). 

John was the first settler in Township one and the 
land immediately west of the present buildings was 
the first five acres broken in the township. 

Life was not easy. While he was building his sod 
shanty he slept under the wagon. The wood he 
burned for cooking and heating meant trips with the 
oxen to Sourisford and later to the Turtle Mountains, 
and the water was hauled from the river on the stone
boat. Neighbours were few, hordes of mosquitoes 
from the many sloughs made life intolerable and 
prairie fire was an ever-present threat. Replenishing 
supplies, at first, meant travelling long distances, 
and he once walked to Brandon, a round trip of over 
150 miles. 

In November of 1882 his 18 year old brother JIM 
joined him and together they wintered with a friend 



John and Margaret Smart's 50th Anniversary in 1940. 

from Highgate, Ontario, who homesteaded two 
miles to the south, Emmanuel Hungerford Attridge. 
Jim began homesteading the south half of Jack's 
section in 1883 and they farmed side by side for 
twenty years with Jim eventually selling Jack his half. 

Log houses followed their sod shanties in 1884 to 
be replaced in the early 1890's with frame houses, 
horses replaced the "yoked cattle" in the mid
eighties and the ox-drawn plough soon gave way to a 
one-furrow sulky plough and a small disc. During 
the 1890's Jack and Jim purchased a portable, horse
drawn steam engine which, with the separator, made 
one of the first threshing outfits in the Waskada area. 

On December 24, 1890 Jack married MAR
GARETELLEN JOHNSTON of Highgate, Ontario. 
A daughter, MARY ELIZABETH born in 1891 died 
of diphtheria in 1896. A son FRANK ROBERTS 
was born March 31, 1899. 

Mrs. Smart's father, John Johnston, who also 
homesteaded in the Arthur District built the Arthur 
School on NW 15-1-26 in 1895 which Frank and his 
five children attended. The school became a victim 
of consolidation in 1958 and was closed and even
tually moved away. 

In 1907 Jack was elected councillor for the Mu
nicipality of Arthur and served along with W. 
Thomas, R. 1. Dobbyn, John Crerar, R. Sterling, 1. 
Kain and A. Gould. In later years he belonged to the 
Oddfellows. 
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Jack and "Maggie" were a hard working couple. 
She is particularly remembered for her willingness to 
help in times of illness and for having delivered many 
of the babies in the Arthur District in the early years. 

Mrs. Smart died October 7, 1946 and Mr. Smart 
October 29, 1948. They are buried in Melita Ceme
tery with their daughter, Mary. 

Smart, Frank 
During the winters of 1915-1916 and 1917-1918 

FRANK attended the Agricultural College in Win
nipeg. On December 14, 1922 he married IDA EU
GENIA SCHEEL of the Coulter District and they 
lived on the homestead until 1946 when they moved 
to Waskada. Frank, through the years, was an ardent 
hunter and fisherman as well as a sports enthusiast 
since he had played a good deal of ball during his 
youth. Mrs. Smart is an enthusiastic gardener and 
both are devoted grandparents. 

L.-R.: Mrs. Frank Smart and Murray, Frank, Bob, Helen, Mary, 
John, Mrs. John Smart and Franklin (1940). 

Their children are: 
Helen Loretta married to John Thomas Hooper 

(see Hooper history). 
Robert John married Shirley Marie Stonehouse 

of London, Ontario and they live on the homestead. 
Their children are Julie Anne, James Norman, Su
san Elizabeth and Kenneth David. Julie married 
Calvin Amos Gervin of Goodlands. Jim married 
Shirley Ann Wickham of Melita, and their children 
are; Cory Robert and Bradley James. Susan married 
Martin Wayne Thorn of Goodlands, and their chil
dren are; Christopher Martin, Nathan Robert and 
Courtney Brooke. Ken married Kathrine Louise 



Farmer of Napinka. They have a son, Jonathan 
Beatty. Both Ken and Jim farm with their parents in 
the Arthur District. Cal and Marty both farm at 
Goodlands. 

Mary Olivia is a teacher who graduated from the 
University of Manitoba in 1950 with a Bachelor of 
Science in Home Economics degree, and a certificate 
of Education in 1970 from Brandon University. She 
is presently living in Waskada. 

Franklin Ewald married Sheryl Emily Agnes 
Temple of Waskada and they farm in the Arthur 
District. Their children are Ralph Roberts, Owen 
Franklin, and Sonja Rose. 

Murray David married Wendy Jean Elizabeth 
Hainsworth of Waskada. They farm in both Arthur 
and Verona Districts and live in Waskada. Their 
children are; M u"ay Jeffrey, born in 1969 , Jennifer 
Jo, born in 1972, and Nancy Ann, born in 1975. 

On December 14,1981 Mr. and Mrs. Frank Smart 
celebrated their 59th Wedding Anniversary. 

The family and many friends celebrated the farm 
centennial at the homestead during the summer of 
1982. 

Mr. Smart died October 9, 1982. 

Smith, Henry Day 
by Robert M. Smith 

My father HENRY DAY SMITH was born at 
Eramosa, Ontario July 18, 1846. My mother, the 
former MARGARET COUSE, was born not far from 
there at Garafraxa September 30, 1852. They were 
married March 7, 1871 and lived in Ontario until 
1882. During that time five children were born, 
MARY, MARGARET, NANCY, ARCHIE and 
PAULINE. 

Father came to Brandon in the spring of 1882 and 
he and James Duthie walked out to Hartney where my 
father and James farmed together for a few years. 
James Duthie was a well known shorthorn cattle 
breeder and judge. My mother came to Brandon with 
four children shortly after the men did, and travelled 
to Hartney on a wagon. Mary stayed in Ontario with 
our mother's sister to attend school. She came out to 
Melita in 1902 and stayed for a year or two before 
returning to Ontario to marry. My father's brother 
David, my uncle, came out to the Basswood, Man
itoba area. His descendants are the Greigs. 

Any grains they grew those first years were 
threshed with a flail. Seeding was done by hand 
sowing. My father was a tough, hard worker, but said 
that James Duthie could flail more grain than he 
could. James had learned to flail before he left Scot
land. Any grain they had to sell at that time, had to be 
taken to Brandon with horses or oxen. 

After a few years James Duthie married, his wife 
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coming from Scotland, and the farming partnership 
with my father terminated and father moved his fam
ily to the Melita district perhaps the year 1885 or 6. I 
was too young to remember just where all we lived. 
Six more children were born: ARGO, FRED, 
EMMA, WILLIAM, ROBERT and JOHN. I was 
born December 2, 1892 at Melita and at present the 
only one of the family living. We all lived into our 
70's or 80's and three have lived into their 90's. 

My second sister Margaret was married Novem
ber 13, 1895 to Eustace Senior Estlin. Estlins were 
old timers in Melita. They first lived at Deloraine. 
Eustace was a Civil Engineer and moved around a 
lot, but ended up living in Vancouver. 

My fourth sister Pauline married Everard Fergu
son. Everard had a farm about two miles west of 
Melita and also a flour mill in Melita at one time. 
When they married they moved to Victoria, and 
finally settled at Mission City, British Columbia on a 
farm in 1906. I remember when they got married we 
were living about a half mile east of Melita in a part 
sod house. Everard played in the local Melita band at 
the time and the band got together and marched out to 
the farm that evening, a lovely summer evening, 
playing all the way. Seems to me thinking back, 
bands were very popular those days, every town had 
one, as well as a good baseball team. I know now that 
we must have been very poor, but at that time, I was 
very happy with life and didn't realize how it must 
have been for our parents. I remember James Duthie 
and family came on the train from Hartney as well as 
most of the neighbors around Melita to the wedding, 
a real celebration. 

I remember a Mr. Livingstone lived just a mile or 
two east of us on the north side of the river. He was 
both a farmer and veterinarian. He had a lovely 
yellow dog that was always with him when he drove 
past our place, and he told me if I could catch his dog 
I could have him. I tried many times to get a rope on 
him, but never managed it. 

My brother Fred worked in Hamelin's Store for 
years, then later on ran the hardware store belonging 
to Alf Estlin. Also he used to tinsmith and install 
furnaces around Melita. He married Bobby Love's 
sister Mary. Bobby Love was Tom Blackwell's 
nephew and worked in his store. Fred and a Bobby 
Duncan left Melita and bought a hardware store in 
Liberty, Saskatchewan in 1912. Fred and Mary had 
one daughter Margaret and she married Ernie Mor
rison, a United Church minister. One of their chil
dren, Keith Morrison, is often seen on C.T.v. news. 
Fred passed away in Saskatoon in 1966, after retiring 
from store life and as a travelling salesman. 

Baseball was all the go at Melita sports. My 
brother Archie hit a home run for Melita. Bill Ander-



son was captain and insisted Archie be on the team, 
in 1902 I think. 

I can remember the first school teacher I went to, 
a Miss Kinley in 1898; and when Queen Victoria 
died; and Johnny Livingstone, coming home from 
the Boer War. 

We all left Melita in the spring of 1904, except 
Fred, and moved to Hamiota, Manitoba. The year we 
left was the big flood, one man and one woman were 
drowned that spring in the Souris River. The man at 
the traffic bridge, and a woman who had gone out on 
the snow to watch the water going by and the bank 
gave way with her on it. I don't remember their 
names, but remember it was a terrible accident. 

James Argo remained in Hamiota; he married 
Mary Wright, and lived there until his death in 1970. 
The rest of us moved around to different places. My 
father, myself, Archie and William homesteaded in 
the Kerrobert, Saskatchewan district in 1910-11. 

Many of the grandchildren are still there, but 
only Ken Smith with the name Smith (farming near 
Kerrobert). Ken is the son of my brother William. 

Two of my sons farm at Plenty, Saskatchewan, 
not far from Kerrobert; one son is in Regina and one 
is in High River, Alberta. I still reside on the farm at 
Plenty; my wife Ethel passed away in 1973. About 
1967 we were through Melita but couldn't find any
one that had ever heard of our family, which makes us 
realize what a long time ago that was. 

Having spent your childhood in a district, you 
have many fond memories and at many family 
gatherings, for years after, we talked about our days 
in Melita. However that was a long time ago and 
details are hard to remember, especially names. I do 
hope this resume will be of some benefit to the 
history committee and I congratulate them on their 
efforts. 

Smith, Thomas 
TOM and DONNA SMITH (daughter of Bob and 

Mable Cosgrove) and their four sons, RANDY, 
MARTY, DARCY, and KIRBY, moved to Melita 
in October of 1971 from Virden. Tom as manager, and 
Donna as assistant, opened the Melita branch of the 
Virden Credit Union. 

Randy graduated from Melita Collegiate Institute 
in 1973. He then moved to Winnipeg to attend the 
University of Manitoba. He married Constance 
Stamper of Killarney in 1974. They now live in 
Virden with their three children Carly, Cory, and 
Justin. Randy practises law at Virden. 

Marty graduated from Melita Collegiate Institute 
in 1974. He attended Assiniboine Community Col
lege. Marty married KIM LOUCKS (daughter of 
Don and Eleanor) of Melita in 1978. They live in 
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Melita where Marty is employed at Stewart's Lumber 
and Kim teaches school at Pierson. 

Darcy graduated from Melita Collegiate Institute 
in 1978. He attended Assiniboine Community Col
lege for two years. Darcy married LAUREL RUS
SELL (daughter of Bev and Bill) of Melita in 1982. 
They live in Winnipeg where Darcy works for Simp
son's Sears and Laurie works at the University of 
Winnipeg. 

Kirby attended school at Melita since he started 
kindergarten in 1972. Amber-Lee, the Smith's 
daughter, was born in Melita hospital February 9, 
1977. 

The Smiths moved back to Virden in August 
1982. 

Smith, William Juitt 
WILLIAM JUITT SMITH was born at Langton, 

Ontario September 22, 1854 and came to Manitoba 
in the late 1880's and homesteaded on NW 28-4-27. 

Elizabeth Jane Ward was born October 29, 1876 
at Quam Leicestershire England and came to Man
itoba in 1903 with her married sister (Mr. and Mrs. 
N.1. Davies) and children. They lived on SE 28-4-27 
with her brother Arthur Ward for a short time, then 
moved to SE 30-4-27. Sometime later Arthur Ward 
and Mr. and Mrs. N. 1. Davies and family moved to 
Palmer, Saskatchewan. 

William Juitt Smith and ELIZABETH JANE 
WARD were married April 25 , 1907 and lived on SW 
28-4-27 which was homesteaded by William John 
Brown in 1895 and sold to W. 1. Smith in 1898. There 
were three children in the family; JUITT, DALE, 
and BERNICE (McRae). 

They built a good brick house and a good barn a 
short distance east from the old homestead in the 
summer of 1918. 

The farm (28-4-27) is still operated by the Smith 
family. William Juitt Smith passed away February 11, 
1922 and Elizabeth Jane Smith passed away Novem
ber 14, 1966. 

Smith, William R. (Billy) 
WILLIAM R. (BILLY) SMITH and 

CHARLOTTE McMICHAEL were married at 
Wroxeter, Ontario February 27, 1907. They were of 
Presbyterian faith. They moved to Saskatchewan 
(near Wolsley) where they homesteaded until 1909 
when they came to Melita and settled on 2-4-28. 
They resided there until retirement to New Westmin
ster, British Columbia in November 1942. Charlotte 
(June 6, 1882-March 17, 1969) and Billy (May 24, 
1870-April 5, 1969) are both interred in VaUeyview 
Cemetery in Vancouver. 

Billy and Charlotte had six children. The eldest, 



RICHARD JOSEPH (JOE) born in Saskatchewan 
November 23, 1907, married Ethel Munroe in 
November 1938. They are retired and reside at War
ren, Manitoba. Their only daughter, Joan, married 
Ray Balbon. They reside at Winnipeg and have one 
son, Jason. 

FRANCIS JANE, born in Saskatchewan January 
23, 1909, married WILL McLURE in June 1927. 
Francis expired October 14, 1929 and is interred in 
Melita cemetery. Will remarried and resided at 
Melita until his death November 29, 1979. Francis 
and Will had two sons; Lloyd and Frances. Lloyd, 
born March 24, 1928 married Hertha Knopf April 
30, 1959. They reside at Edmonton and have five 
children. Sheldon married Odette Magdeta October, 
1980. They reside at Edmonton and have no children. 
Charlotte married Marlo McLean April 17, 1982. 
They reside at Fort Saskatchewan and have no chil
dren. Gordon married Leah Bennet April 5, 1982. 
They reside at Edmonton and have no children. Dale 
and Gail (twins) are not married and still live at 
home. Frances (Frank) born September 29, 1929, 
married Pat Murray April 7, 1961. They reside at 
Vancouver and have three children; Neil, Suzanne 
and Stephen. None of the children are married and 
all reside at Vancouver. 

WILLIAM WATSON (BILL) born at Melita, 
June 8,1911, married VERA LAMPORT Novem
ber 20, 1935. They are retired and reside at Brandon, 
Manitoba. They had five children. Their first born 
Gerald and James, were twins born at Deloraine 
August 27,1936. Gerald expired May 26,1953 and is 
interred in Melita cemetery. James (Jim) married 
Shirley Raisbeck July 1, 1967. They reside at Van
couver, and have two sons; Gordon and Russell. 
Marie, born June 24, 1939 at Melita married Dieter 
Nolte April 21, 1962. They reside at Delta, British 
Columbia and have one son, Todd. Douglas born 
December 31,1943 at Melita married Patricia Griffin 
June 23, 1973. They reside at Portland, Oregon and 
have two daughters; Lonette and Maria. Carol, born 
July 1,1945 at Melita married Neil Wilton December 
6,1980. They reside at Calgary and have no children. 
(see Lamport Family for history). 

JAMES MERVIN (JIMMY) born at Melita Au
gust 12, 1912, married Mary McGaurin in March, 
1943. They resided at Vancouver, and had no chil
dren. Jimmy expired December 17, 1976 and was 
predeceased by his wife in November 1966. Both are 
interred in Valleyview Cemetery in Vancouver. 

MARY MARGUERITE, born at Melita Febru
ary 25, 1914, married OSCAR MASON September 
11, 1936. They are retired, reside at New Westmin
ster, British Columbia and have three children; Adele 
married Gerry Showalter. They reside at Los An-
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geles, California and have no children. Jimmy was 
married, resides at Vancouver and has a daughter, 
Kimberley. Rosemary married Dave Bird. They re
side at Courtney, British Columbia and have no chil
dren. 

CHARLOTTE BERNICE, born at Melita Janu
ary 26, 1926 married Gordon Moss in November 
1947. They and their three children reside at Abbots
ford, British Columbia. Charlotte married Al Har
ris. They have two sons; Ryan and Mathew. Cathy 
married Roger Abriel. They have two children Jace 
and Leanne. Jane is not married. 

Smithson, Raymond 
RAY was born at Pipestone December 11, 1951 

(see Hester Harper history). After graduating from 
Melita Collegiate he attended Brandon University 
and graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree and 
Professional One in teaching in 1976. He married 
COLLEEN LEWIS (daughter of Clive and Dorothy) 
in 1975. They returned to Melita where Ray was 
employed by the Antler River School Division to 
teach at Pierson. 

Born to Ray and Colleen at Melita Hospital a son, 
DALLAS, April 9, 1978, and a daughter MER
EDITH, December 27, 1981. They are living at 103 
Cotton Crescent in Melita. 

Snyder, Amos 
AMOS SNYDER was the fourth son of John C. 

and Catherine Snyder (nee Shantz). He was born in 
1824, near Preston, Ontario and had four brothers 
and four sisters. 

In 1826 he married CATHERINE MASTERS 
and they had five boys and seven girls. Two of their 
sons and two of their daughters died in early life in 
Ontario, and in 1880 he and his family moved west to 
Manitoba. 

He filed homestead papers on the NW 28-2-27 on 
October 29, 1881, and at the same time his son John 
filed on SE 32-2-27. They spent the winter back east 
and arrived to take up homestead duties in the spring 
of 1882. He also filed homestead papers for the SW 
28-2-27 on March 4, 1892. 

His wife, Catherine, passed away in 1886, and in 
1889 he married ELIZA ANN DUNCAN, a widow 
who had moved from Ontario. She passed away 
September 9, 1900. He passed away September 12, 
1912, and is buried in the Melita Cemetery. 

Snyder, John Wesley 
JOHN WESLEY SNYDER was the seventh 

child of Amos and Catherine Snyder (nee Masters) 
from Oxford County near Chesterfield, Ontario. He 



was born on May 11, 1856 and died on July 2, 1952 in 
Melita. 

He had four brothers and seven sisters. Of this 
family known in the district there were: 

HENRY WANNER, who homesteaded on SE 
28-2-27 in 1882 and later farmed in the Coultervale 
district on W 23-1-27. 

ISSAC farmed in the Coulter district. 
RACHEL, who married Alfred Gould in 1886. 

(see Gould history) 
LYDIA ANN, who married John B. Elliot in 

1886. 
REBECCA, who married George L. Skelton in 

1893. (see Skelton history) 
John, a brother Henry and their dad (Amos) 

moved west from Ontario in 1881 to Manitoba where 
they took off the harvest. That fall John was one of the 
first four to file on homestead lands west of the Souris 
River. His parcel of land was among the first to be 
registered on October 29, 1881 in the land titles office 
newly opened in the village of Deloraine. His home
stead was SE 32-2-27. 

In 1882, he and his father once more made the 
journey west, this time being accompanied by other 
members of the family together with settlers' effects 
to take up their duties on the newly acquired land in 
the southwest district. 

Mr. Snyder purchased the first binder to come 
into the district, a Massey five foot cut. This proved 
to be a very popular implement in the new district, 
and John, besides cutting his own crop, found plenty 
of work taking off the crops of some of his neighbors. 
Sometimes this task continued well into the season 
when snow was on the ground. John also passed 
through the stages of pioneering familiar to many 
who settled the prairie country in the early days; 
marketing of grain and bringing in supplies meant 
long, slow journeys to the nearest railroad, first to 
Brandon, then to Souris, then to Deloraine. 

John and Bertha Snyder's 50th Anniversary. with sons. L.-R.: 
Mervin, Ira. Clifford and Arnold. 
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In his younger days he was keenly interested in 
sports, and took great interest in music, having been 
one of the members of Melita's first band, and lead
ing the Pierson Band at one time. He was trustee and 
secretary-treasurer for the Sourisford School for sev
eral years. 

He remained on his farm 10 miles south of 
Melita, overlooking the lovely Antler Valley, until 
1947 when he retired to Melita. 

He married BERTHA BILES DUNCAN in 
1896. (see Eliza Duncan history) 

Bertha passed away November 26, 1978 at the 
Sunset Nursing Home in Brandon, aged 101. 

They had four sons: Ira Amos born on June 13, 
1897; Clifford John born in 1899; Arnold Edwin 
born in 1901; Mervin Duncan born in 1911; and one 
daughter Edith born in 1898 who died in 1916. 

The four sons remained in the district and were all 
farmers. 

Snyder, Ira Amos 
by Edythe Kirkup 

Ira Amos Snyder was the eldest son of John 
Wesley Snyder and Bertha Biles (Duncan). He took 
his schooling at Sourisford, following which he at
tended Agricultural College in Winnipeg in 1914 and 
1915. Ira joined the army and saw duty in France. On 
returning home he obtamed land (SW 24-2-28) 
through the Soldier Settlement Board in 1920. 

On December 10, 1924 he married Bessie May 
Weston, born August 29,1899, daughter of Thomas 
and Anna Weston (Sisson). They had two daughters, 
Edythe Leone born January 24, 1926 and Inez lone 
born April 27, 1928. 

L.-R.: Ira, Edythe, Bessie, Inez Snyder. 



Ira moved his family to SE 30-2-27 in 1928. The 
"Dirty Thirties" hit and there were no crops or feed 
for cattle. The cattle were moved to a pasture at Oak 
Lake and sold for almost nothing in the fall of 1934. 
Dad went with other farmers of the district taking 
horses to High Bluff, Manitoba. There they used the 
horses to help with the harvest, and then were able to 
spend the winter looking after livestock. In this way 
they could keep their horses alive to use on their 
return. 

Because the Sourisford School closed we moved 
to Melita in 1936. How well I remember those first 
days. Melita was so big and there were so many kids 
we didn't know. We travelled by school van, car or 
bus in summer, horses in winter. Our van drivers were 
Wes Crane, Mr. and Mrs. Alex Long, Ralph Phoenix 
and Dan McKinnon. 

Dad enjoyed farming and tending his livestock 
until his death August 21, 1976. During his lifetime 
he was trustee for Sourisford School, member of 
Arthur Agriculture Society, belonged to the Oddfel
lows Lodge in Elva, and was a member of Melita 
Legion Branch #127. He enjoyed baseball, hockey, 
and curling and visiting with friends and neighbors 
on Saturday nights in Melita. 

Edythe took public and high school in Elva and 
Melita. She taught at Roblin School for one year 
(1946-1947) on permit. Her marriage to Robert John 
Kirkup took place March 25, 1948. (seeR. 1. Kirkup 
history). 

Inez completed her Grade XII in Melita in 1947 
and then took her nurse's training in Misericordia 
Hospital, Winnipeg. She received her Registered 
Nurse diploma in 1952. She nursed in various hospi
tals including Souris, Vancouver General, Island 
Lake, Sioux Lookout, Victoria, Montreal, Mac
Donald College at St. Anne de Belleview, Quebec, 
Florida, Wilson Memorial Melita, Erickson, Sel
kirk, Pine Falls and Russell where she is now sta
tioned as Public Health Nurse with the Department of 
Medical Services. Inez's interests include travelling, 
reading, music and much handwork. 

Mother was stricken with glaucoma in 1936, and 
with great determination and some very narrow es
capes she has learned to live and cope with her 
handicap. She enjoys radio, television and visiting 
with friends. She has always liked music, singing 
and playing the piano in earlier years. She is a mem
berofthe Elva Women's Institute. Her grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren bring her great enjoyment. 

At present she is a resident of Melita Lodge, able 
to carryon her regular household duties. 

Snyder, Clifford John 
Clifford John is the second son of John W. and 
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Bertha B. Snyder (nee Duncan) of the Sourisford 
District south of Melita. 

He was born on December 26, 1899 in a log 
house on SE 32-2-27. His education was taken at the 
Sourisford School which was located on NW 
29-2-27, one mile west of his home. 

He started farming on his Aunt Rachel Gould's 
farm at Coulter in 1922. This was W 36-1-27. At this 
time he purchased a Fordson tractor, and in 1926 
bought a John Deere" D" tractor and continued with 
John Deere tractors until he retired in 1975. In 1928 
he purchased an International combine and swather, 
and also started to farm Charlie Brown's land in the 
Browns District Northwest of Melita. 

He married Myrtle Lillian Johnson of Grand 
Forks, North Dakota in 1929, and they lived in the 
Browns District until the fall of 1931, when they 
bought and moved to where they are still living on 
NE 33-2-27 south of Melita. This place was then 
known as the "Woodcock Farm". 

Cliff Snyder Sr. family. L.-R.: Cliff Sr., Cliff Jr., Frank, Bev, 
Carlyle, Clark, Myrtle, Ron. 

His wife, Myrtle, and her family had lived and 
farmed on E 28-2-27 (which incidentally had been 
homesteaded by Clifford's Uncle Henry Wanner 
Snyder in 1882) from 1916-1920, when they moved to 
Parshall, North Dakota. She attended Peninsula 
School when they lived here. 

They went through the thirties with the same 
trials and hardships as most everyone else, and four 
of their six children were born during these years. 

This home was one of the regular eating places 
every spring and fall for "Sitting Eagle" a former 
Indian chief who travelled the river every year trap
ping and hunting. He was the first person outside of 
the family to see their second child, Beverly, when 
she was born. 

On September 18, 1936 the family moved to 
Melita for their children to start school. At this time 
the harvesting was all finished and it was an ex-



tremely cold winter. Dad stayed on the farm to look 
after livestock, and would walk to town on weekends 
to be with the family, and pick up supplies. They also 
had their first good crop that fall. 

Mom was a Registered Nurse and while the fam
ily lived in town she operated a Nursing Home. In the 
summer of 1939, we moved back to the farm, and 
attended Peninsula School for the next five years. 
During these years until 1943, Dad threshed with 
Wes Mallo, with Dad supplying the tractor and Wes 
supplying the threshing machine. 

During the harvest of 1942, our house burned 
down, and everything was lost, so it meant starting 
over again with a family of five. 

They bought a house which was located 14 miles 
northwest of Bill Allen's farm 8-4-27, and hired a 
mover from Brandon to bring it to its present loca
tion. The house had stood empty for several years, 
and required a lot of renovating and new windows. 
An additional was later built on the west side to make 
a roomy house. At times like this good friends and 
neighbors were greatly appreciated. 

During the war years help for farm work, es
pecially harvest, was hard to get, and in 1944 Dad 
purchased a Massey Harris #15 combine which 
brought an end to stook teams and straw stacks for us. 

In the fall of 1945 we started to school in Elva, 
where classes up to Grade XI were taught, and any
one going further in their education had to go to 
Melita or elsewhere. 

During these years Dad farmed three quarters of 
the home farm until his eldest son Cliff was married 
and moved there in 1956. In 1948 he purchased the N 
and SE of 32-1-27 at Cameron, and was renting the 
SE 33-2-27 which he purchased in 1953. He also had 
an average size herd of cattle which he disposed of in 
later years. 

They retired from farming in 1975, and cele
brated their 50th Wedding Anniversary at Cliff and 
Lois's house on the original homestead of SE 32-2-27 
in 1979. 

They had five sons and one daughter: Clifford 
Wesley born April 1, 1930 (see separate history); 
Beverly Joyce born January 12, 1932 (see William 
Russell history); Ronald Stanley born May 9, 1933; 
Clark Johnson born November 25, 1934 (see sepa
rate history); Peter Carlyle born May 10, 1938; and 
Franklin Delano born April 29, 1945. 

Ron Snyder received his education at Peninsula, 
Elva and Melita Schools. He worked for Douglas 
Bird on the farm for a number of years and then for 
George Bureyko in the MacLeods store in Melita. 
Ron married Marlene Moody (Roney) of Wawanesa 
in 1964, and her children, Karen and Greg (of a 
previous marriage) took his name. This family 
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moved to Edmonton about 1967. The marriage was 
dissolved. Karen married Michael Clarke; they have 
one daughter TAMARA and live in Austin, Texas. 
Greg is not married. 

Ron and Marie Nickoriuk were married Novem
ber 7, 1981 and live in Edmonton, Alberta. 

Carlyle "Pete" Snyder received his education at 
Elva and Melita. He married LOIS FOURNIE of 
Deloraine in 1963. They live in Calgary with their 
family of three: Kenneth, Jimmy, and Kimberly. 

Franklin Snyder received all his Grade I-XII 
schooling in Melita, going on to University of Man
itoba where he took Physical Education as well as 
one year of "Education". He taught one year in 
Melita then "be it recuperation or celebration" he 
spent a year touring Europe. Frank worked in public 
relations on the River Rouge and The Paddle Wheel 
cruise boats in Winnipeg then moved to Toronto and 
worked at Collingwood Resort in the same capacity. 
At this time he is general manager at "Cedar Glen" 
United Church Conference Centre and lives in 
Toronto. 

On May 21,1983 Frank married Christine Lee of 
Toronto. (Chris is the daughter of Kathleen and Ber
nard Lee.) 

Snyder, Clifford Wesley 
I, Clifford Wesley, was born in the Browns Dis

trict on April 1 , 1930. In the fall of 1931, Dad bought 
the NE 33-2-27 and we moved there. 

I started to school in Melita in 1936 and I remem
ber Miss Pierce as being my first teacher. Back to the 
farm in 1939, and from here we walked one and a half 
miles to school at Peninsula for five years, occasion
ally driving a horse and buggy around by Gordon 
McRae's to cross the river bridge during high water in 
the spring. There was a dam built on the river, east of 
our house, in 1939, and I also remember we (Cliff, 
Bev, Ron, and Clark) walked across this on a 12 inch 

L.-R.: Jackie. Terry, Linda, Valerie. Seated: Lois and Cliff 
Snyder Jr. 



plank: without a hand rail. When the water rose over 
the plank was when we drove the horse and buggy. 

I remember the house as being approximately 30 
feet square with a full basement and two floors high, 
and the barn was to the northwest against the hill. 

Dad built a new barn to the southeast across the 
Gainsborough Creek which ran past the house. This 
creek I am sure must have caused a lot of worries for 
Mom. I remember we had a two inch by eight inch 
plank built on piers about 10 feet high which spanned 
the creek, and this was what we crossed the creek on 
in the spring when the water was high. 

One time "Sitting Eagle" (an Indian who trav
elled the river each spring) came to the house and 
wanted to cross the creek. Beverly, being 10 or 12 
years old, ran across the plank to show him. He 
started to cross on his hands and knees, but after a 
short distance backed up and walked around by the 
highway. 

We started going to school at Elva in 1944, and 
Dad drove us to school in an International truck, 
picking up other kids along the way. When the roads 
were blocked in the winter we walked three miles to 
William McLure's to catch a ride with the team and 
sleigh. 

I started farming in 1952 on SW 8-2-27 and NW 
5-2-27 which was owned by Charles Maltman, and 
farmed there until 1956 when I married Lois Mary 
Reynolds of Gainsborough on October 24. Lois grad
uated from the University of Manitoba with a Bach
elor of Arts Degree and taught High School in Melita 
in 1955-1956, 1960-1962. 

We started farming on the original family home
stead of SE 32-2-27, plus the SW 32-2-27 and NE 
29-2-27. In 1962 we purchased the SW 33-2-27 from 
A. M. Thompson, in 1966 we bought the NW 
33-2-27 and SE 3-3-27 from Wilfrid Skelton, and in 
1975 we bought E 33-2-27 from Dad. 

The house we are living in was built by my 
grandfather (John W. Snyder) and as near as I can 
find was completed in 1905. It is a three storey frame 
house with an outer wall of four inch of cement. I 
understand the cement was all carried to the top and 
poured down inside a form. The house is the only 
original building left, but has been remodelled. We 
celebrated the occasion of our "Century Farm" on 
July 25, 1982. 

Our son Terrence Allan was born on February 15, 
1959, and received his education in Melita. Terry was 
in the Air Cadets for five years, and in 1975 received 
his Glider Pilot's License at Rivers, Manitoba. In 
1976 he received his Pilot's Licence at Winnipeg. He 
graduated from the University of Manitoba with a 
Degree in Mechanical Engineering in 1981, and is at 
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this time working for Schlumberger Oil Services as a 
Field Engineer in Brooks, Alberta. 

Our oldest daughter, Sandra Valerie, was born on 
February 4, 1960, and received her education in 
Melita. She took two years of Commerce at the 
University of Manitoba, worked two years for the 
Department of Agriculture in Winnipeg, and in Sep
tember 1982 started taking a two year course in 
Computer Science at Red River Community Col
lege. 

Linda Allison was born May 7, 1963, and com
pleted her 12 years of school in Melita in 1981. She 
has started her second year at the University of Man
itoba in 1982 taking Physical Education. 

Jacqueline Ann arrived on December 20, 1964, 
and also took her 12 years of school in Melita. She 
started a two year course in Computer Science in 
September 1982 at Red River Community College. 

The girls all played in the school band until they 
graduated. 

Snyder, Clark Johnson 
Clark is the third son of Clifford and Myrtle 

Snyder. He was born in Melita in 1934, receiving his 
education at Peninsula, Elva, and Melita Schools. 

In 1957 he married Melba Wood, eldest daughter 
of Arthur and Rachel Wood of Melita. 

Clark and Melba have two sons. Blaine, born in 
1963, is presently attending Transport Canada Train
ing Institute in Cornwall, Ontario. Darren was born 
in 1966 and is taking his Grade XI in Melita. Both 
boys are avid sport enthusiasts. 

After leaving school, Clark farmed with his dad, 
was employed with the oil exploration in Alberta, 
and worked for the Beaver Lumber Company. 

Darren, Blaine, Melba and Clark Snyder. 



In 1960-1961 he went to Toronto where he took an 
Electronics Course. He returned to Melita in 1961 
and worked for Griffith's T. V. In March 1962, Clark 
bought the television business from Clayton Griffith. 
He is still owner of Clark's T. V. and Appliances Ltd., 
which is a family operated business. 

Melba, born in 1938, took all her schooling in 
Melita. She attended Tuxedo Normal School, return
ing to Melita to teach school. 

Clark and Melba are active in the curling and 
golfing clubs. 

Snyder, Arnold Edwin 
Arnold Snyder, born July 7, 1901 was the fourth 

child of John W. and Bertha Snyder. He received his 
education at Sourisford School, coming to Melita for 
Grade XI making his home with A. D. Thompsons. 
He spent one winter at Agricultural College and then 
farmed with his father until his marriage to Cath
erine Gillander December 8, 1934. They rented S 
26-3-27 (known as the Hamilton farm). At that time 
there were no trees on it. They bought it in 1942 and 
another quarter in 1946. In 1949 he replaced the bam, 
and in 1957 built a new home. Through the years he 
planted shelter belts, fruit trees, and several miles of 
trees on the farm. They farmed there until 1969 when 
they retired to Melita (113 Maple Street). 

They have three children: Katherine Gail, John 
Wayne, and Bette Lou. 

L.-A., Seated: Katie and Arnold Snyder, Betty, John, and Gail. 
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Gail, born May 8, 1936 spent a year at United 
College, Winnipeg before entering Winnipeg Gener
al Hospital. She graduated as a Registered Nurse in 
1957. On August 15,1964 she married George Kalin 
of Medicine Hat. He established the Rodeo and Rope 
business there, sold it in 1980 and moved to San 
Antonio, Texas. They have three children: Kerri 
Leigh, born June 21, 1965; Casey Don, born July 14, 
1967; and John Brian, born July 18, 1970. 

Bette Lou was born April 26, 1942. In 1958 she 
was awarded a trip to the United Nations, sponsored 
by the I.OOOOF. and Rebekahs of Manitoba. She took 
Second Year Arts and Teachers' Training in Brandon 
College and was the winner of the Provincial Govern
ment Gold Medal for Academic Achievement, the 
I.OoD.E. Chapter Award and the Grolier Society 
Scholarship for General Proficiency. She taught in 
Waskada Public School, then Pierson High School. 

On December 21, 1963 she married Roy Deplaedt 
and in 1964 they moved to Calgary. He worked for a 
rental business and then, along with a partner started 
the Modem Industrial Rental Business. They moved 
to an acreage south of Calgary in 1972, later sold the 
rental business and now operate a tree farm. They 
have three children: Tracey Dawn born January 1, 
1965; Kelly Jayne, born August 5, 1966; and Paul 
Edwin, born May 8,1968. 

Snyder, John Wayne 
John was born November 14, 1938. After com

pleting his Grade XI, he took a diesel course in 
Edmonton and worked for "Cockshutt" in Winnipeg 
until 1961, when he returned to farm with his father. 
He purchased a quarter section of land (known as the 
Laughlin quarter) and rented a quarter section from 
H. Weston for about three years. 

John and Maria Snyder, Nicole and Tammy. 



During the floods in the seventies he was able to 
boat to town across the fann land on the flat. 

On April 17 , 1968 he married Maria Breemersch 
of Deloraine. They have two girls: Nicola Marie, 
born April 17 , 1969 and Tammy Dee, born April 21, 
1970. 

Snyder, Mervin Duncan 
I, Mervin Duncan Snyder, was born November 

6, 1911 on the family fann 32-2-27. I am the youngest 
son of John and Bertha Snyder. I attended Sourisford 
SchooL 

On October 31,1935 I married Renee Boscow of 
Melita. We continued to work the farm on W 
28-2-27, now owned by our son Mervin Douglas
"A Century Fann" . 

In 1943 we bought a farm (34-3-27) two miles 
west and half a mile south of Melita where we still 
live. 

Our family attended Melita SchooL They are: 
Donna Margaret, Mrs. John Louttit, Melita (see 
John Louttit history); Mervin Douglas (see separate 
history); Marilyn Joyce, Mrs. Kurtz, Coulter (see 
Archie Kurtz history); Russell Dale, passed away 
Ju~y 24, 1969 in his 17th year. We have 13 grand
chIldren and four great-grandchildren. 

Snyder, Mervin Douglas 
Doug Snyder, second eldest child of Mervin and 

Rene Snyder, was born September 27, 1937 in 
Melita. He received his education in Melita School 
and played fastball with the Browns Ball Club. He 
furthered his education in Diesel Mechanics at Ed
monton. The winter of 1962 he worked at the Nickel 
Mines in Thompson for I. N . C. O. 

We bought 3-4-27 in 1964, where we now live 
and fann. We purchased the first round hay baler in 
the area in 1973 and also have had the dealership for 
Vermeer round balers since 1973. We purchased the 
W 28-2-27 in December of 1974. This was the home
stead of my great-grandfather Amos Snyder. In 1981 
this land had been in the Snyder family for 100 years. 

I married Marilyn Robson October 27, 1962. 
From this marriage there are five children: Terrie 
Lynn, born December 3, 1963; Debra Lee, born 
March 1, 1967; Susan Carol, born November 23 
1969; Georgina Ann, born Apri121, 1974; and Rus~ 
sell Douglas, born October 18, 1976. The children 
were all born in Melita. They all have a keen interest 
in sports and 4-H and play in the Melita School 
Band. 

Speare, Cecil 
I, CECIL, was born on July 23,1924 at 10-1-29 in 
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L..R.: Marie, Kerry, Sheila. Seated: Cecil and Mirna Speare. 

the Copley District west of Lyleton, the second child 
of Henry and Elsie Speare. MIMA, the fourth child 
of William and Jean Andrews of Coulter, was born on 
September 2, 1926, at 25-1-27 in the Coulter District. 
We both lived in our respective districts most of our 
lives with the exception of two and a half years which 
I spent in the R.C.A.F. during World War II and a 
couple of years after that working at various jobs. 
After ten years of fanning in the Copley district, I 
became employed as a Customs Inspector at the 
Coulter Port in 1958, a position which I still hold. 

We were married on October 7, 1961 in Coulter 
and lived in Coulter for the first year. There, our 
oldest daughter MARIE was born on September 23, 
1962. We moved to Lyleton laterthat fall where we 
lived until March 1964, when we moved into Melita. 
We purchased the house formerly owned by Allan 
Wilkinson at 49 Government Road Allowance where 
we lived until October 1980. We then moved to our 
present location at 179 Souris Street, formerly owned 
by G. Prawdzik. 

Our second daughter, SHEILA, was born on 
November 2, 1964 and our youngest daughter KER· 
RI, was born May 24, 1968. The girls have all been 
active in 4-H, school band, music, school activities 
and church sponsored groups. At the present time, 
August, 1982, Marie has completed taking her sec
ond year of Arts at Brandon University. Sheila gradu
ated in June and is enrolled in first year arts at the 
University of Manitoba. Kerri will be entering Grade 
9 this fall. 



Spence, John 
by Elsie (Palmer) Green 

JOHN SPENCE left Clochan County, Ontario 
October 5, 1881 to head west. He journeyed through 
the states of Ohio and Michigan, working to keep 
himself in ready cash, making many friends on his 
way. 

He remained near Montpelier, Ohio until April 
1882, then came on to Emerson, Manitoba. He made 
his way by foot to Brandon, then called "Tent City" 
by May 26, 1882. He filed for a homestead on NE 
26-2-26. 

On the way to the homestead he waded Whitewa
ter Lake with water coming up to the knees. He built 
his house on this quarter and boarded at F. Wick
ham's. Others there were Allan Slater, Bob and Mrs. 
Joslin, and 1. Reid. John Spence and Allan Slater 
slept under the table. He spent most of his days 
breaking sod and planting the land. 

In 1883 he went to Indiana for about two months, 
returning home again for spring work. He threshed 
with Thonger and Evans crew that fall, hiring out to 
eam money to buy grain and machines and meet 
expenses. 

He got the deed for NE 26-2-26 in 1887. In July 
1888 John filed for homestead NE 30-2-25. In De
cember of the same year his brother Peter and Mrs. 
Spence and son Roy arrived in Deloraine just at 
Christmas time and took up this homestead for them
selves. 

From this time John and Peter worked together 
until 1896 when they dissolved partnership. In this 
same year John returned to Ontario and married 
ELLEN REEDER McDONALD. 

In October 1896 while John was threshing at 
Skinners, a grass fire rushed across the plains and 

L.-R.: Kate, Elsie, John, and Pete Spence. 
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destroyed everything of his homestead, except a gra
nary with 2000 bushels of wheat. Ellen fought the 
fire and saved this, but in his own words "Lost a lot 
of hay, wood, binder, and all myoId buildings." 
With water, Ellen saved the granary with wheat, but 
suffered for it. She never recovered. 

John had the first threshing machine in the district 
in partnership with R. Thomas. 

In the year 1899 on June 14, John and Ellen's 
daughter ELLEN NAOMI (Nellie) was born. 

John Spence was a self-made man and one who 
loved his fellowmen. He had a keen interest in the 
community (far and wide). For example, he walked 
to Deloraine to get a minister to conduct the funeral 
for Mary Johnston. He also served many years as 
auditor for Princess and Verona Schools. 

John kept close account of all the families here 
and those in Ontario. In 1906 Mrs. Elsie (Simpson) 
Cheyne was hired as housekeeper because Ellen was 
very ill. In 1907 Ellen passed away after a lengthy 
illness. 

In 1910 John Spence and ELSIE CHEYNE were 
married. In this union John Spence acquired two step 
sons, Alex and Robert Cheyne (see Cheyne history). 

The Cheyne boys rented the land from John 
Spence on a share basis for five years April 15 , 1920. 
This land of John Spence's is still farmed by Jack 
Spence Cheyne and Floyd Cheyne. 

Ellen Naomi (Nellie) married Robert Palmer 
March 19, 1923 (see Robert Palmer history). 

In 1933 John Spence fell and broke his hip. The 
remainder of his life was spent in a wheelchair but he 
still took an active interest in life, being pushed 
around the farm by whatever youngster available. 

He passed away in 1941 and was buried in 
Waskada Cemetery. Mrs. Elsie Spence died in 1945. 

Sproule, Harry Joseph 
HARRY JOSEPH SPROULE was born at St. 

Jerome, Quebec on May 16, 1906. He spent his early 
years at Montreal, Quebec and Ottawa. 

In April 1915 he, and his elder brother Tom. came 
to Manitoba with their Grandmother Sproule to make 
their home with their uncle and aunt Mr. and Mrs. 
James Edwin Colquhoun and Mr. Colquhoun's 
daughter Betty on 9-2-26 in the Verona district. 

Tom worked in the Waskada and Lyleton districts 
for a few years, then moved to Vancouver. 

Harry received his education at Verona school 
and Waskada High School. After high school he 
began farming with his uncle Ed. 

On October 22, 1940 he married LETA MERYL 
CAUGHLIN, a registered nurse. Leta was born at 
Clearwater, Manitoba on October 22, 1909. Prior to 
their marriage she nursed for five years at Deloraine. 



Harry and Leta have three children; EMILY 
JOAN, born August 30, 1941, HELEN EDNA 
MERYL, born January 2, 1945 and EDWIN 
THOMAS HENRY (TED), born May 4, 1950. 
They all received their education at Waskada School. 

Emily lives at home in Waskada. 
In 1967 Helen married Wayne Otley of Winnipeg. 

They have two children; Bradley Wayne Joseph, 
born July 15, 1970, and Kristen Sharla, born July 
23, 1973. They live in Brandon where Wayne is 
employed by Manitoba Hydro. 

In 1970 Ted married Joanne Watt of Deloraine. 
They have two sons; 1renton Robert Joseph, born 
May 27, 1971, and Michael Ryan, born January 31, 
1975. They live in Winnipeg where Ted is employed 
by the Royal Bank. 

In 1972 the farm was sold to McKinney Brothers. 
Harry retired in 1976 having worked 12 years as a 

salesman, first for Bernie Murray of Melita and later 
for Tweed's of Medora. 

They have lived in Waskada since 1948. 

Spurrier, Harry 
by Mrs. Mildred Holmes 

HARRY SPURRIER (FRANCIS HENRY) was 
born in Birmingham, England and emigrated to Can
ada, living in Collingwood, Ontario for a few years 
before moving west to the Napinka district in 1895, 
where he resided for 67 years. 

His wife, ELIZABETH SUSAN FALLIS, was 
born in Minto, Ontario, daughter of William Fallis, 
who homesteaded south of Napinka on 33-3-25, six 
miles east of Melita and four miles south of N apinka. 

Harry worked for a time with the C.P.R. even
tually buying the Fallis farm from his father-in-law. 

Harry and Elizabeth Spurrier. 
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Harry and Elizabeth Spurrier lived in the house 
now owned by Harvey Ratcliffe in Napinka. The 
Spurrier family consisted of five girls and two boys: 
MYRTLE, MABLE (twins), MARJORIE, 
MILDRED, RALPH, VIOLA and BILL. They all 
attended Napinka School. 

There are only four living members of the family: 
Myrtle (Mrs. E. Murray, Winnipeg); Mable (Mrs. 
Bob Cosgrove, Virden); and Mildred (Mrs. Bob 
Holmes, Souris), who taught in Souris Elementary 
School for almost 23 years, retiring there. Her first 
year teaching, at Sourisford #906, she boarded with 
the Tom Weston family. 

Ralph lives in Sacramento, California, where, 
until his retirement two years ago, he worked as pay 
clerk for the South Pacific Railway in Sacramento. 

There are 14 grandchildren, Donna Smith, wife 
of Tom Smith, Credit Union Manager, Melita, being 
one grandchild. 

Spurrier, Bill 
BILL took over the family farm and on January 

20,1944, married HELEN BULLOCH, daughter of 
Alexander S. Bulloch, Reston, Man. 

Bill and Helen Spurrier's wedding in 1944. 

Bill and Helen lived in the old farm house built by 
William Fallis until they purchased a new modern 
home in 1959, with water and electricity. 

They had twin daughters, born February 6, 1945 
in Brandon General Hospital. Marlene Ann and 
Darlene Helen passed away shortly after birth and 
are buried in the Napinka Cemetery_ 



The Spurriers lived in their new home until 1967, 
selling the farm because of Bill's health. 

The farm is now owned by Julien Breemersch. 
Bill and Helen bought the Gordon Russell house 

and retired to Melita where they enjoyed a number of 
retirement years together, having many friends in 
Melita and district. 

Bill drove a Melita school bus for a few years 
before passing away February 25, 1978. 

Helen still lives in their home in Melita and is 
quite active in the Rebekah Lodge and United 
Church work. 

Stainthorpe, George 
GEORGE STAINTHROPE was born in 1877 in 

Middlesborough Yorkshire, England, and came to 
Canada in 1906, spending his first winter in this 
country employed by Mr. Robert Sterling north of 
Melita in the Coatland District. 

Three years later he returned to England for three 
months holiday, then sailed back to Canada the fol
lowing spring bringing his bride to be, ANNIE 
DALE. They were married in Holy Trinity Church, 
Winnipeg May 10, 1910. 

In time they settled on the farm 32-3-27 now 
owned by Ellwood Nichols in the Belfry area. Here 
their family of four, RAYMOND (separate history), 
JOHN, EVELYN and LILLIAN grew up attending 
Belfry and Melita Schools. 

The younger son and daughter, John and Lillian 
both passed away at an early age in 1940; Lillian, 
(Mrs. Charles White) following surgery in Brandon 
General, and John at the Elkhorn Industrial School 
where he was employed. 

Mother passed away in 1949, following a lengthy 
illness. Dad moved to Alberta and passed away in 
1963. 

Evelyn graduated from Melita high school and 
later obtained a Bachelor of Education degree from 
the University of Alberta. For many years she was 
employed by the Indian Affairs branch. She and her 
husband now reside in Edmonton where their daugh
ter Phyllis and her husband and two granddaughters 
also live. 

Stainthorpe, Raymond 
During the depression years RAYMOND, the 

eldest member of George and Annie went north to the 
Decker area to work as many of the young men of the 
area did, and while there met and married FLO
RENCE BAILEY in 1937. 

Shortly after the outbreak of World War II he 
joined the Royal Canadian Air Force. Their son Ron 
was born in Winnipeg in 1943 while Raymond was on 
duty at #5 A.o.S. 
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L.-R., Back: George, Mrs. Stainthorpe, Raymond. Front: 
Lillian, John and Evelyn. 

Following his discharge from the service he pur
chased the farm 9-3-27 from Mr. Robert Fraser 
where Florence enjoys the summer months spending 
the winters in Red Deer. Ray passed away suddenly 
in December 1952. 

Ron completed high school at Melita then 
worked for a time with CKX T. V. before studying 
accounting. After graduating as a Chartered Accoun
tant he married Janice Lapointe of Brandon in 1969. 
They have two sons Brent, nine and Mark, five and 
now reside in Red Deer where Ron is a member of the 
firm of Cuthbertson, Stainthorpe and Sandal. 

Sterling, Edward 
by Earl Sterling 

ED STERLING was born on August 26, 1861 in 
Clinton, Ontario. 

The spirit of adventure was strong in the young 
men of Huron and Bruce Counties in the early 1880's. 
A great many of them felt the urge to go west and 
grow up with the new country that was just beginning 
to open up west of the Red River. 

My grandfather, then a young man 20 years old, 
had heard tales of the great coal fields and the miles 
of open prairie west of the Souris River. With visions 
of fame and fortune, ambition to bum and a desire for 
adventure he left the security of home in Ontario and 
headed west, arriving at Emerson in the spring of 
1881. 

Grandfather spent the summer of 1881 travelling 
through the southern part of what is now Manitoba 
looking for a suitable place to settle down, eventually 
settling on NE 36-3-28 and filing a homestead. 
Grandfather spent the rest of the summer and fall in 
this part of the country returning to Winnipeg for the 
winter. 

He must have spent the winter doing some odd 
jobs besides gathering up the necessary supplies to 
return to his homestead in the spring. It is said one of 
the jobs he had that winter was to help move the 



Sterling family. L.-R., Back: Norman, Wesley, Gordon, Mable. Front: Mrs. Sterling, Clifford, George, Mr. Sterling, Cuthbert. 

steam engine, the Countess of Dufferin across the ice 
on the Red River from the east side to the west side, 
there being no bridges at that time. 

The spring of 1882 found him heading west once 
more, this time accompanied by his brother George, 
who was to file a homestead on SE 36-3-28. 

When they got to a place north and east of where 
Melita now is they found the Souris River flooded. 
They must have had considerable supplies and equip
ment for it is reported that it took nine trips by ferry to 
move them over the river at a place called "Old Man 
Morrison's Crossing" . 

Eventually they landed at their homestead, built a 
sod shack on the line dividing the two quarters and 
proceeded to prove up their homesteads. 

It must have been a long slow trip with oxen from 
Winnipeg, with very few settlers in the west at that 
time, no roads or bridges to get over the creeks and 
rivers. 

In later years Grandfather had many tales to tell 
his grandchildren; of how he hauled his first crop to 
Brandon with oxen, the round trip taking a week to 
complete; of the great prairie fires that would come 
out of the northwest and burn for days; of the terrible 
blizzards in the winter; of how they thought they 
lived close to town when the railroad came as far as 
Deloraine. 

Thomas Cuthbert, another young man from Or-
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angeville, Ontario moved his famly west in the 
1880's and settled in the area. It did not take Ed 
Sterling long to find out that Thomas Cuthbert had a 
daughter CATHERINE. 

They were married on December 19, 1888. 
Grandfather and Grandmother were both hard 

workers and they quickly added to their original 
homestead. They built a fine new home, a barn for 
several horses, and other buildings on the SE 1-4-28 a 
half mile north of the original homesite. Grandfather 
quickly realized the advantages of horses over the 
slow moving, but dependable, oxen. 

On September l3, 1890 the first of nine children 
was born (seven of whom they raised along with two 
grandchildren). MABLE the oldest, married George 
Nichol. They made their home in Winnipeg; they had 
one daughter Kathelene, now living in Vancouver. 
Mable passed away in 1960. NORMAN 
WILLIAM, born September 16,1892 (see Norman 
Sterling); EDWARD GORDON, born October 14, 
1894 (see Albert History book); WESLEY IRVIN, 
born September 1, 1896-1964 (see Wes Sterling); 
OLIVE ELIZABETH, born August 1899-1900; 
GEORGE ARTHUR, born August 22, 1901 (See 
George A. Sterling, Albert History Book); 
CLIFFORD JOHN, born May 2, 1906-1975 (see 
Clifford Sterling); CUTHBERT LEWIS, born 
March 1, 1908-1970 (see Cuthbert Sterling). 



My grandparents made a home for two grand
children, Ted and Pauline the two eldest children of 
Wes and Marrion Sterling. Ted and Pauline's mother 
passed away when they were very young. They were 
educated at Belfry, Tilston, and Melita Schools. Ted 
passed away in March 1949. Pauline married Ray 
Nickolson. After serving in the Air Force Ray and 
Pauline worked at various jobs in Manitoba and On
tario and the United States. They now live at Glen
dora, California, the proud parents of three daughters 
and one son. 

Grandfather was one of those ambitious early 
settlers who believed in trying to do his share in the 
community. He helped to build the United Church in 
Melita, hauling stone for the foundation and later 
helping with construction. He served two years on 
the Municipal Council; he also served on the town 
council. He was a charter member of the United 
Grain Growers. 

Grandfather built up a large farming operation 
around his original homestead, was considered an 
excellent horseman, and took a great interest in good 
cattle and sheep. 

It was not long before he had to go further away to 
get the land he needed eventually buying considera
ble land in the Tilston area: NE 12-5-29, SE 2-5-29, 
E 10-5-29, S and NW 20-5-29. In 1912 he bought the 
first gas tractor in the area, and a six furrow plow. 

While Grandfather was still a young man he 
decided to build a home in Melita. He built a fine new 
home on what was then the northern edge of Melita 
along with a bam for his drivers. He also had a small 
pasture. 

Not being content to settle down in Melita he 
bought the hardware store in Tilston in 1907. Tilston 
was becoming a trading centre in its own right. He 
moved his family to Tilston eventually building a 
large new home beside the store about 1910. This 
home was a favorite meeting place for many of the 
young people of the area. 

By this time their family of boys had become 
young men with ambitions of their own. Norman 
took over the hardware store in Tilston which had 
expanded to include lumber, wood, coal, and imple
ments. Wess and Gordon had decided to go farming 
taking over some of Grandfather's land. George 
started farming in 1920 on the NE 35-2-28. It was not 
long before Cuthbert was also away, eventually going 
to work in the Imperial Oil Refinery in Samia, On
tario where he worked until his death in May 1970. 
Clifford stayed home to help on the farms at Tilston 
and Melita. 

My grandparents, with Ted, Pauline, and Clifford 
made several moves from their farm at Melita to 
Tilston, on the farm west of Tilston to look after their 
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business interests, and to find feed for these livestock 
during the 1930's. The depression and the "dirty 
thirties" took their toll, not only financially but phys
ically. The long hard days of trying to cope with poor, 
or no, crops, and very poor returns for what they 
could scrape up to sell, must have been very disap
pointing for Grandfather. After a move to the farm at 
Tilston in 1933, and having to move the stock to 
Gilbert Plains in 1934, then back to Melita in 1935, 
Grandfather decided to call it quits. In 1936 they 
moved back to their home in Melita that they built 
several years before. The stable they had built for 
drivers was now used to house the Model T Ford that 
had replaced the horse and buggy. Grandfather's am
bition had slowed up. He was more content to take 
life a little slower. He enjoyed visiting with his many 
old friends, the club on Main Street that he referred 
to as the Millionaires' Club, was a favorite spot for a 
game of cards or a visit during the afternoon. He 
would return home for supper with the mail and his 
Free Press to spend a quiet evening in his rocking 
chair. 

During all these years my Grandmother was 
never far away from his side. She worked many long 
hard days, up before daylight to make breakfast for 
the boys and many hired men who drove the outfits of 
horses in the fields. Grandmother seemed to find the 
time to do some gardening, look after her fowl, 
which was hatched on the farm, bake her own bread, 
buns, and biscuits. I especially remember the large 
bowls of home-made cottage cheese that took the 
grandchildren some time to develop a taste for. 

It seemed as though there was always someone of 
the family, uncles, aunts and cousins coming from, 
or going to, far away places. There were family 
dinners, picnics, and celebrations. Their home was 
always a favorite place to spend part of the summer 
holidays. 

In the 68 years my grandparents made their home 
in southwest Manitoba, they made many friends. 
They enjoyed having people drop in for a visit. At 
Christmas they received hundreds of cards from all 
over Canada and the United States. 

Grandfather enjoyed reading. His mind was ex
cellent and his eyesight good until he passed away 
March 16, 1949. 

Grandmother continued to live in their home in 
Melita with son Clifford, keeping in touch with her 
family and many friends, until after a short stay in the 
hospital she passed away January 17, 1960. 

Sterling, Norman William 
NORMAN WILLIAM STERLING was born 

September 16, 1892. After receiving an education at 
Belfry and Melita and helping his father Ed Sterling 



on the farms and in the hardware store in Tilston, 
Norman decided to go into business for himself tak
ing over the hardware store in Tilston in 1912. In 1915 
Norman sold his hardware business in Tilston to Jack 
Calcott. 

Norman had married ADA COCHLAN by this 
time and had an increase in the family, a daughter, 
Jean. 

Melita was by now a booming town and Norman 
thought that Melita would be a good place to settle 
down, he opened a hardware store in Melita in 
1915-1916. 

About 1922 Norman moved his hardware busi
ness from Melita to Sunny Nook, Alberta, later sell
ing out and moving to Vancouver. 

Norman had several jobs in British Columbia, 
some connected with the hardware business and sales. 
He lived for some time at Vancouver, Nanaimo and 
Campbell River. In 1939 even though he was now 47 
he enlisted in the Canadian Army Ordinance Corps 
and served overseas in England being invalided 
home before the end of the war. He returned to British 
Columbia. 

Norman and Ada had four children, now living at 
Campbell River, Edmonton and Newfoundland. 

Norman passed away March 15, 1976. Ada 
passed away in 1982. 

Sterling, Wesley Irvin 
WESLEY IRVIN STERLING was born Sep

tember 1, 1896. He received his education at Belfry, 
Melita, and Tilston. 

He worked with his father and brothers until he 
enlisted in the Army in 1915 going overseas, seeing 
service in England. 

When he returned home he decided to try farming 
taking over his father's farm west of Tilston on 
20-5-29. 

He married Marrion Cummings. They had two 
children Ted and Pauline. His wife Marrion passed 
away shortly after Pauline was born. Wes realized 
that farming would be very difficult without a good 
wife. He quit farming and went to the United States 
eventually settling in Portland, Oregon. He remar
ried and had three girls. Wes worked as a millwright; 
installing generators in power plants was one of his 
jobs. 

He passed away in 1964 survived by his second 
wife and four daughters living in Portland, Oregon, 
and California. 

Sterling, Clifford John 
CLIFFORD received his education in Tilston 

and Belfry School. He remained at home and helped 
his father and brothers on the farms at Tilston and 
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Melita. He enjoyed working with horses and took a 
special interest in sheep. 

The depression which started in 1929, and then 
the "dirty thirties", made it very hard for the young 
men at this time. Clifford did what he could, and 
went north in 1934 to put up hay, staying at Gilbert 
Plains for the winter to look after the cattle. 

In 1936, when his mother and father moved back 
to Melita, Clifford took over the farm west of Tilston . 
Times were not very good. In 1938 he moved back to 
the farm west of Melita on 1-4-28. Clifford carried on 
for a few years on the farm. He kept a few cattle and 
approximately 200 sheep and a few horses. In 1941 
he decided to call it quits, had a sale and went to 
British Columbia where he worked on the farm at the 
Mental Institution at Burnaby. He later returned 
home to Melita and lived with his mother and father 
who were now getting up in years. 

Clifford started a masonry business. He put in a 
number of sidewalks, worked on chimneys, base
ments, and did whatever he could get, being very 
busy for a number of years. 

Clifford married JENNIE ROBERTSON in 
1955. Clifford passed away August 25, 1975; Jennie 
passed away February 18, 1978. 

Sterling, Cuthbert Lewis 
Cuthbert Lewis Sterling was born March 1,1908. 

After receiving his education at Belfry and Tilston, 
Cuthbert left home. Still in his late teens Cuthbert 
left the security of a good home in Manitoba and 
headed for Ontario. Almost the opposite to what his 
father had done 45 years before. 

Cuthbert found work with Imperial Oil at Sarnia, 
Ontario. Starting at the bottom as a labourer, he 
worked himself up to a responsible position with the 
company. 

Cuthbert joined the Canadian Army and served 
overseas with the P.P.C.L.I. (Princess Patricia Cana
dian Light Infantry). 

Imperial Oil was very good to their employees at 
that time. Besides giving them some financial help 
they guaranteed them their jobs when they returned. 
Cuthbert returned to Sarnia and went back to work 
for Imperial Oil after his discharge from the army. 

Cuthbert passed away in 1970 survived by his 
wife, one son and one daughter who live at Sarnia. 

Sterling, Robert 
ROBERT STERLING, 1858-1944, and his wife 

SARAH (GEDDES) 1860-1941 moved from the 
Wingham, Belgrave, Lucknow area of Ontario to a 
homestead six miles northwest of Melita on 18-4-27 
in the late 1890's. They brought with them their four 
young children, MAUDE, EDITH, WILLIAM and 



JOHN. The children attended Coatland and Belfrey 
Schools in that area. Robert and Sarah's parents had 
originally emigrated to Ontario from England and 
Scotland respectively. 

Maude 1885-1966 married Charles Grierson. 
Edith 1888-1966 married Duncan L. McLeod. 
John 1895 - married Aileen Hodgins and is now 

a widower and presently lives in Ottawa, Ont. 
William Geddes Sterling (Bill) 1893-1976 mar

ried ANNA LOUCKS in 1917. 
Robert and Sarah Sterling retired to Melita that 

year and Bill and Anna resided on 18-4-27 con
tinuing the farming operations. Anna's parents were 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Shirley Loucks. 

William and Anna Sterling's wedding in 1917. L.-R.: Pat, Lloyd, 
Jack, Beryl, Tom, ready for school in 1932 (missing Jim, Joyce 
and Gwen). 
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Bill and Anna raised 8 children, Jack, Delmar 
(known as Pat), Beryl, Tom, Lloyd, Jim, Joyce and 
Gwen, six being born on the home farm. The family 
remained on the farm until 1939 when Bill took over 
the Massey Harris dealership in Melita. Bill also 
dealt extensively in buying and selling livestock prior 
to, and after leaving the farm. He also served a term 
as mayor of Melita. When on the farm most of the 
children attended Belfry School which was two miles 
south of the farm. The family all completed their 
school years in Melita. 

Bill and Anna remained in Melita until 1973 
when they moved to a Lodge in Winnipeg. Bill 
passed away in 1976. At the time of writing Anna still 
enjoys good health at age 86, having 8 children, 23 
grandchildren, and 14 great-grandchildren. Two 
grandsons have predeceased her. 

Son J.M. (Jack) and his wife Louise (Banks) live 
in Calgary and their two daughters Diane (Bryant) 
and Janice (Stains) both live in Alberta. 

Son W.D. (Pat) and his wife Jean (Lee) still live 
in Melita and have three daughters and three sons; 
Patricia (Downey), Ruth (Zahorodny) and Karen, 
Bill and wife Cheryl (Jones), Bob and wife Sherry 
(Juenke), Stephen and wife Darlene (Gibson). 

Daughter Beryl Wilson, and husband Stan, live 
in Ottawa, and have two sons, Jack and Mark, and 
two daughters, Judy and Lynn. 

Son R. T. (Tom) and his wife Dorothy (Coates) 
live in Kamloops, British Columbia. They have two 
sons, Jim and wife Hesung, Terry and wife Arlene, 
and a daughter Maureen (Dolla), all living in the 
Victoria area. One son Bob is deceased. 

Son D.L. (Lloyd) and his wife Lois (Gilroy) live 
in Winnipeg and have two daughters, Joanne and 
Debbie (Duval). They live in Winnipeg. 

Son J.M. (Jim) and his wife Joan (Wasden) live in 
Burlington, Ontario. They have two daughters, Sus
an and Kern-Beth. A son Cullen is deceased. 

Daughter, Joyce, whose husband Murray Par
ker is deceased, lives at Kenora, Ontario. There is 
one son Gordon, and one daughter Tracy. 

Daughter Gwen Kenner and her husband Doug 
live in Salmon Arm, B.C. Gwen has two daughters, 
Karen and Lisa. 

The Sterling family still have a vested interest in 
the Melita district as the SE 18-4-27 (the original 
farm) is still in the W. G. Sterling estate and many 
members of the family still gather for an annual 
reunion at Melita in October at Thanksgiving time. 

Stewart, Norman 
NORMAN and FERNE STEWART came to 

Melita in February 1945. Norman managed Beaver 
Lumber Hardware on Main Street until January 1959 



when he was transferred to Russell, Manitoba, to 
manage the Beaver Lumber Yard there. He was there 
until June 1959 when he was moved to Sioux Look
out, Ontario. In December 1959 Beaver Lumber de
cided they needed him back in Melita to manage the 
lumber yard there. 

On April 19 , 1961 Norman and Feme started their 
own lumber business, Stewart's Lumber and Supply, 
and in 1978 Norman turned it over to his son Jim who 
carries on the business. 

Their family consists of two children; GWEN, 
who married DAVE GRIFFITH (see Dave Griffith 
history) and JIM, who married CHERYL KIRBY 
and they have two children; a son Darren and a 
daughter Rebecca Anne. They live in Melita. 

Stocks, Mark 
MARK STOCKS was born in England in 1863 

and his wife ELIZABETH OVERTON was born in 
1860 also in England. They came to the Verona 
district in 1907 from Sheffield. He had worked there 
as a switchman on the railroad. Farming was a dif
ferent way of life. They settled on NE 23-2-26 owned 
by Elizabeth's brother Isaac Overton. They bought 
the land in 1911. Isaac lived on SW 25-2-26. 

Mrs. Stocks had nursed in England and in com
ing to Canada helped Dr. Oliver Henry in the sur
rounding district. Many journeys were made by 
horse and buggy or cutter. Many of the Verona teach
ers boarded with the Stocks family. 

Elizabeth and Mark carne with their family of 
five; JACK, STANLEY, MABEL, CECIL, and 

Stocks family. L.-R.: Cecil, Mrs. Stocks, Mabel, Mr. Stocks. 
Seated: Elsie, Stans wife Alice and Eddie. 
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ELSIE. Jack and Margaret had one son Ron who 
now lives in Victoria. Stanley and Alice had three 
sons and a daughter; Edward, Leonard, William, 
and Olwyn Rogers, all living at Portage la Prairie, 
Manitoba. Mabel married Jim Williams (see Jim 
Williams' history). Cecil and Gertrude (Temple) 
have a family of three sons and a daughter; Mark in 
Thunder Bay; Orville in Thief River Falls, Min
nesota; Royden in Killarney, and Fern Dunbar in 
Souris. Cecil passed away in Souris in 1970. 
Gertrude resides in her home in Souris. Elsie married 
Rev. Ernest Robinson, an Anglican minister at 
Waskada and Verona. Elsie and Ernest went to En
gland with their family of four. Keith, Joyce Aldons, 
and Ruth Biddle, Beth lives in New Zealand. Ernest 
passed away in 1968 at Torquay England. 

Elizabeth and Mark later moved to Portage la 
Prairie. Mark passed away in 1939 and Elizabeth in 
1949. Both are buried in the Portage la Prairie Ceme
tery. 

Strange, Ed 
MR. and MRS. ED STRANGE with their young 

family, VERA and BILL, carne from Rockwood, 
Ontario in 1897 on a harvest excursion. They lived on 
33-1-26 at Bill Millichamps' until spring. 

Mr. Strange homesteaded and built a sod house 
and barn on 4-1-26. Late in 1898 they built part of the 
present home. Mr. and Mrs. Strange and Bill lived all 
their lives on this homestead. Mr. Strange passed 
away in 1945 and Mrs. Strange in 1948. 

Vera was born on August 14, 1886. She nursed in 
England and France during World War 1. She re
turned to Canada in 1919 and married Bertrum Hull 
of England. They had a son and a daughter. Dr. T. E. 
Hull is a Professor of Computer Science at the Uni
versity of Toronto. He has two daughters. Joan (Mrs. 
J. E. Page) has a son and a daughter. She lives in 
Pointe Claire, Quebec. Vera passed away in 1975. 

Strange, William Edward (Bill) 
BILL was born on October 24, 1891. He carried 

on farming on the family homestead until his death 
on July 15 1973. He loved people and music and 
played his violin at dances all over the community. 
During the winter months in the late 40's and 50's he 
and his "bombardier" were frequently seen trans
porting citizens over impossible roads for groceries, 
sports or any other necessary trips. 

This homestead is now owned by Mr. and Mrs. 
Ernie Fairchild. 

Strong, Charlie 
CHARLIE and IRENE moved to Melita in April 



1954, where Charlie was a mechanic for Jim Ken
nedy. After Mr. Kennedy sold out they started 
Strong's Farm Equipment in the shop formerly 
owned by Ted Wilson and were there from 1955 to 
1965. 

During this time their four children, 
CHARLENE, GLEN, MARLENE, and LWYD 
arrived. In the spring of 1965 they sold out and 
Charlie became a mechanic for B. Murray and later 
for F. Warsaba. 

In November 1967 Charlie moved to Maryfield, 
Saskatchewan to work for Longman Brothers. The 
family followed during Christmas school break. 
They reside today in Maryfield. 

Sturgeon, W. R. 
My father, the late W. R. STURGEON and his 

brother, the late T. D. Sturgeon, arrived from Ontario 
in the early 1900's. My father settled on a farm about 
eight miles west of Melita where he remained for a 
number of years. After his marriage to EMILY OX
LEY, daughter of the late T. W. Oxley, they moved to 
the town of Melita where they resided for a few years. 
They later moved to Vancouver, where they lived for 
only a short time as my father took ill and passed 
away at an early age, leaving his wife and two chil
dren. Mrs. Sturgeon decided to move back to Melita 
where she constructed a house at 179 Souris Street. 
There she remained for many years. Her latter years 
were spent in Winnipeg where she passed away in 
1954. Her son, WILLIAM DOUGLAS, passed 
away in July 1973 and her daughter, MRS. J. G. 
GRANT, now a widow, still resides in Winnipeg. 

Sullivan, Allen 
ALLEN SULLIVAN came from Expanse, Sas

katchewan to Melita with his wife Ada and three 
small sons in late October, 1959. The same year of the 
big Thanksgiving snowstorm. 

Allen was born at Expanse, Saskatchewan on 
July 4, 1924. He was raised with six sisters and three 
brothers on the family farm two miles from Expanse. 
His parents and two sisters are deceased. He attended 
school at Expanse. 

He grew up with a love for horses and even when 
a youth looked forward to driving a team on a bundle 
rack or grain wagon with his Dad's threshing crew. 
He had a keen interest in the repairing of harness. 

He worked at a sodium sulphate plant at 
Bishopric, Saskatchewan, (now known as Saskatch
ewan Minerals) for a short period, before joining the 
Armed Forces. He served with the army during 
World War II for three years and was stationed at 
Regina, Saskatchewan, Camrose, Alberta, and 
Shilo, Manitoba before going overseas. Upon return-
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Allen Sullivan family in 1980. L..R.: Garth, Karin, Ada, Allen, 
Patricia, Clark. Seated: Cindy and Ross. 

ing from the war, he farmed in the Expanse area and 
worked at the plant at Bishopric from time to time. 

He married ADA MOORE from Bishopric on 
October to, 1947. Ada was born August 23, 1926, at 
Gravelbourg, Saskatchewan. Her family farmed at 
Mazenod and Dunkirk and later moved to Bishopric, 
where her father worked after ceasing to farm. Ada 
attended Moose Jaw Normal School and taught at 
Vidora and Eastend, before her marriage. Her only 
brother is deceased, her parents are retired at 
Mossbank, Saskatchewan. 

Prior to coming to Melita, Allen and Ada were 
farming the original Sullivan family farm, but with 
several dry years had to quit farming and it was then 
in October, 1959 they came to Manitoba. Allen 
worked for Royal Pue for eight years. His work on 
the Pue farm terminated when Royal stopped raising 
cattle. 

They then moved into Melita and both were em
ployed by Norm Walker at the Quick Freeze. Allen 
moved from the store to work at Souris Valley Pro
cessors when it was completed and ready for busi
ness. 

Allen is presently employed as custodian at the 
Melita School and has been at that job since Febru
ary,1973. 

Ada also worked for nearly a year at Morrow's 
Pharmacy before becoming custodian at the old pri
mary school in February, 1974. 

Since completion of the new school addition and 
closure of the primary school two years ago, both 
work at the same location. 

Allen is a member of the Melita Legion and is an 
avid hockey fan. 

Their sons graduated from the Melita High 
School. At present, CLARK, born July 29,1950 and 
his wife Patricia, married February 15, 1980, live in 



Regina where he is a chartered accountant with 
Touche, Ross & Co. They have a daughter "Lindsay 
Dawn" born March 18, 1983. 

GARTH, born February 1, 1953 and his wife 
Karin, married October 8, 1977, live in Winnipeg, 
where he works as an electrical technician with Man
itoba Hydro. 

ROSS, born July 20, 1957 and his wife CINDY 
(nee Coates, Melita), married November 8, 1980, 
live in Winnipeg, where he is employed with Ever
green Tree and Landscaping Service. Their daughter 
"Sheena Lynn" was born June 3, 1982. 

Sunaert, Gaston 
GASTON SUNAERf was born in Grimminge, 

Belgium in 1901, came to Canada as a youth with his 
father in 1912. A point of interest, their crossing the 
ocean was at the same time as the unsinkable Titanic 
sank. They made their home with relatives. The elder 
Sunaert didn't particularly adapt to our Canadian 
winter so they returned to Belgium before World War 
I. When the war was over, Canada again beckoned 
Gaston, who returned in 1919, working at various 
farms and when time permitted, studied the English 
language at Flossie School. 

In December 1922, he married JULIA VER
CAIGNE at Deloraine. Julia was born in Oost
Niewkerke, Belgium in 1904, coming to Canada in 
1914, with her mother and a sister to join the rest of 
the family. Her education taken at Flossie School was 
of short duration, when her help at home became a 
necessity. After their marriage, farming being their 
livelihood, several moves to different farms were 
involved. 

They had four children, GEORGETTE, 
JOZE', who passed away in infancy, ROGER and 
ANDREW. 

The span of years saw progress, good times, also 
the depressing dirty thirties, when work was hard and 

Mr. and Mrs. Gaston Sunaert and Andrew. Back: Georgette 
and Roger in 1940. 
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money scarce. The family spent a short time in On
tario, but being westerners at heart, returned to Delo
raine. 

In 1943, they moved to the Waskada district to 
27-2-26. Gaston passed away in 1945, his untimely 
passing and the war years deprived him of returning 
to his homeland for a visit with his parents and 
brother. Through the moves and tribulations, his love 
of fun, his fine singing voice, his faith must have 
been an inspiration. 

In 1947, Julia Sunaert married ARTHUR 
GOETHALS, a widower with a son, ROGER. In 
1948, there was another move to 2-3-22, east of 
Deloraine, remaining there until retiring in 1959 in 
Deloraine. Arthur passed away in 1975, Julia in 
1980. The boys married and with their families reside 
in the Deloraine area. 

In 1944, Georgette, married MAURICE LEP
OUDRE, son of Fermin and Mary Lepoudre of the 
Chesterfield district and started farming on 12-3-26. 
Maurice was born June 2, 1922 and received his 
education at Princess and Chesterfield Schools. On 
New Year's Day, 1948, tragedy again struck when 
Maurice at an early age, passed away, (his sister had 
predeceased him in July), leaving his widow and 
baby daughter, also his parents. (see Hemeryck his
tory). 

Swanson, Carl 
by Ruth Swanson 

CARL was born in Rock Creek, Minnesota, and 
came to Canada as a young man. He settled in a small 
community, one hundred miles south of Regina, sev
enteen miles from Ceylon, Saskatchewan. He went 
into cattle raising and some farming. 

I (RUTH JOHNSON) was born in Smuland, 
Sweden, and came to Canada with my folks when I 
was fifteen months old. My Dad took up farming in 
the Ceylon district, where I lived until Carl and I 
were married. 

Carl and I continued to farm in the community 
for about nine years, until drought and the communi
ty pasture made it impossible to keep our cattle. We 
sold our herd and moved to Carlyle, Saskatchewan. 
We had a family of three at the time. ARNOLD, 
GORDON and GLORIA. ARLENE was born at 
Carlyle, where we farmed, but drought and 
grasshoppers made it difficult to continue, so we 
moved to Wauchope, Saskatchewan where LAU
RETTA was born. We farmed there until the fall of 
1949 when we bought the farm at Melita, SW 7 -4-26, 
a half-mile north of town. We took over the butter
milk contract from Jim McCallum, and went into 
raising pigs for about six years. We had as many as 
four hundred pigs at times. We farmed at Melita for 



Carl Swanson's family in 1961. L.-R.: Gloria, Arnold, Lauretta, 
Gordon, Ruth, Carl, Arlene. Front: Marlys and Ken. 

thirteen years. During this time we had two more 
children, MARLYS and KENNETH. 

Arnold and Gordon took over the farm in the fall 
of 1953, when we moved to Brandon. they continue 
to farm in the Melita district. 

Arnold and IRENE (LOUTITT) married Janu
ary 15, 1953 have three children, Karen Elaine, born 
August 12, 1954, Janet Irene, born March 8, 1956 
and Dwayne Arnold, born December 2, 1961. They 
have three grandchildren, Joan, Michael and Carla. 

Gordon and JOYCE (PRYOR) have two chil
dren, Carl and Diane. They reside at the Alvin Hall 
farm, E 31-4-26. 

The rest of our children live in Brandon. 
Gloria and Herb (Taylor) have four children, Pat, 

Gary, Valerie and Rick. They have one grandchild, 
Melissa. 

Arlene has two children, Kevin and Darrell 
Masson. 

Lauretta has two children, James and Debbie 
Clarke. 

Marlys and Gary (Mitchell) have two children. 
Sean and Brett. 

Carl suffered with diabetes and passed away sud
denly in 1970, at the age of seventy-five. 

Our youngest son, Ken, resides with me, in the 
home we built when we moved to Brandon. 

I have fifteen grandchildren and four great grand
children. 

Swehla, Joseph 
JOSEPH SWEHLA from Oxbow, Saskatchewan 

and LILLIAN TILBURY (daughter of Albert 
William and Emily Baker) were united in marriage 
November 25, 1937. They began to mix farm on 
32-3-26 in the Verona District. They farmed there for 
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five years before purchasing the O'Bryan farm, (W 
10-3-26 and S 9-3-26) in 1942 in the Chesterfield 
District. 

They farmed there until November 1954, at that 
time retiring to live in Melita where they still reside. 

L..R.: Raymond, Phyllis, Joseph, Lillian, Johanne Swehla in 
1961. 

There were four children born to this union, 
VIVIEN PHYLLIS, born January 13, 1940, 
JOHANNE ROSE, born September 7, 1944, AL
BERT EDWARD, born June 6, 1946 (deceased June 
6, 1946), RAYMOND JAMES, born October 6, 
1949. 

Phyllis is working and living in Winnipeg, Man
itoba. 

Johanne is working and living in Regina, Sas
katchewan. Johanne has two children, Kevin Todd, 
born March 2, 1966 and living with his father in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, and Kimberly Dawn, born 
September 5, 1967, Ii ving with her mother in Regina, 
Saskatchewan. 

Raymond is working and now living at Edson, 
Alberta. 

Taylor, David 
by Madeline Pue 

Mr. and Mrs. David Taylor were both born in 
Ontario. Mrs. Taylor, nee ISOBEL CAMPBELL was 
born at Hamilton, Ontario, in 1854. DAVID TAY
LOR was born near Guelph, Ontario in 1852. 

They spent the early part of their married life in 
Huron County, later moving to Alberta. They had 
five children, ALBERT, ELLA, MILTON, JULIA 
and EARL. Ella was a teacher and taught at West 
Brenda School in 1909. 

Milton Taylor came out in 1908 to look for a farm 
and settled on SE 12-4-27. He went back to Ontario 
and married MARY BELL in January, 1909, and 



Front: David and Isabel Taylor, Ileana P., Madeline, Jack, 
Perry. 2nd Row: Lee, Aunt Jane Taylor, Aunt Jewel, Aunt Ella, 
Mary, Wes and Norman. Back: Uncle Bert, Uncle Earl, Clar
ence, Milton. 

came back to farm here. Milton was well known for 
his fine Belgian horses, prominent in show rings in 
western Manitoba for some years. 

They had five children, Clarence of Winnipeg, 
Lee on the farm home, Madeline Pue in Melita, 
Norman and Wesley of Calgary. 

Madeline was married to Royal Pue in Novem
ber, 1941. (See Royal Pue history.) 

Teichrib, Henry 
We, HENRY and GLADYS, moved from Mor

den, Manitoba in 1962 to the Ted Sturch farm, east of 
Lyleton, Manitoba. In 1966 we moved to Oliver, 
British Columbia. 

Henry Teichrib family. L.-R.: George, Jim, Mrs. Teichrib, Ken. 
Val and Henry. 

We have four children, JIM and Susie and their 
three boys, Douglas, Richard and Robert lived in 
the Glen Murray farm house. Jim and boys moved to 
British Columbia. He re-married Georgina Baptiste 

750 

and has one daughter, Pamela, they live in Kam
loops, British Columbia. 

GEORGE married Betty Ann Le Ross and live 
in Surrey, British Columbia, they have five children, 
Betty Ann, George, Corinna, Lawrence and 
Charlotte. . 

KENNETH married Carolynn Batemen, they 
live at Langley, British Columbia. They have four 
children, Leanne, Tanis, Timothy and Murray. 

VALERIE married BILL DOWNEY of Coul
tervale, Manitoba. They lived in Delta, British Co
lumbia and then moved back to Coultervale to live. 
They have three children, Ronald, Melissa and 
Cynthia. 

Thompson, Albert 
Pauline Thompson 

ALBERT was born in 1898 in Minnesota and 
came to Canada with his parents settling in the Lake 
Alma, Saskatchewan district. In 1932 he married 
PAULINE HANSEN of Beaubier, Saskatchewan. We 
farmed there for five years moving to Melita in 1937 
during the depression. Our first home in Manitoba 
was the Drysdale farm in the Chesterfield District. 
We also lived in the Peninsula, North Antler and 
Belfrey Districts and in 1950 we bought the 
Baumgarten farm in the Browns District. In 1960 we 
moved to Napinka. We lived in Napinka for three 
weeks when my husband died (December 24, 1960) 
of a heart attack. I carried on farming for a couple of 
years and then sold the machinery and cattle, rented 
the farm out and I went to work as a cook for Ted 
Higgins at the Sun Cafe. Later I worked at the Oasis 
until I moved to British Columbia. I was then em
ployed at the Round-up Cafe in Whally until my 
retirement in 1975. 

Albert and I both belonged to the Orange Lodge, 
he also belonged to the Odd Fellows and I the Re
bekahs. Albert also enjoyed curling and other sports. 

We raised my sister's two youngest children and 
had five on our own. 

ELMER Pederson (see Elmer Pederson history) 
MABEL married Jim McKinnon; they had four 

children. Mabel now lives in Kamloops. 
DONNA married Bill McTavish. They have two 

children and live in Brandon. 
MARY ANN married Art Gent. They have one 

daughter, Cindy, and live in Cold Lake, Alberta 
where Art is a Sgt. in the Armed Forces. 

GORDON married Audrey Vicary of Estevan 
where they reside. They have two sons, Rodney and 
Kevin. Gordon is a boilermaker with Saskatchewan 
Power. 

BRIAN is with the Canadian Armed Forces and 
presently stationed at Shilo. He has also been sta-



tioned at Petawawa and Gennany plus short periods 
in U.S.A., Norway, Cypress and Northwest Territo
ries. 

JACK married Suzanne Leguerriere of Fort 
Smith, Northwest Territories. They lived in Brandon 
from 1977 to 1981 where Jack was employed with 
Western Grocers. They moved to Fort Smith again in 
August 1981, where Jack is employed with Imperial 
Bulk Oil. They have one son Trevor and had a daugh
ter Tracy, who died at the age of 5 months. 

I am living in Brandon and enjoying fairly good 
health. 

Thompson, A. E. 
A. E. THOMPSON was born in Switzerville, 

Lennox County, Ontario in 1856. In 1880 he moved 
to Dresdon, where he resided two years before corn
ing to Manitoba in 1882 and settling on a homestead 
about 18 miles southwest of Deloraine, where 
Waskada now stands. 

When the railway carne to Deloraine he was one 
of the first business men, running a butcher shop and 
dealing in cattle and horses. In 1892 he moved to 
Melita where he carried on the same business on a 
larger scale. 

He was first elected to Manitoba Legislature at 
the general election in 1899, when he represented the 
constituency of Souris. In 1903 he was elected for the 
Arthur constituency but through ill health retired 
from public life at the conclusion of the last session 
and moved with his family to Vancouver in the fall of 
1907. 

He was twice married. His first wife was LYDIA 
ROSE from his native horne. She died in Melita in 
1892, leaving no children. His second wife was from 
California - EMMA BURWASH. This union left 
him with five sons. Mr. Thompson died in February 
1910. 

Thompson, Andrew Douglas 
ANDREW DOUGLAS THOMPSON, 

(1861-1941), eldest son of Elias Thompson (1836), of 
U.E.L. stock, was born October 31,1861, at Roblin, 
near Napanee, Ontario. 

As a young man, in search of land, he immigrated 
to South Dakota. He acquired a homestead at For
estburg, near Woonsocket, South Dakota in Sanborn 
County. 

On December 22, 1886, he married MARTHA 
JANE ROOKS of Napanee, Ontario and in April 
1887, they occupied Andrews' farm at Forestburg. 
There they were blessed with four children, HARRY 
NELSON, born October 7, 1887; NELLIE 
ASENETH, born April 30, 1890; ARCHIE 
LEROY, born November 29, 1892; and ALMA 
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born July 8, 1894. Andrews' three brothers, Ezra, 
Amos and Alvi; and Mrs. Thompsons's two brothers, 
Robert and John Rooks had moved into Manitoba 
when the railway was built in 1880-1885 and settled 
near Glen Ewen, Pierson and Elva, Manitoba. 

In 1889, Andrew journeyed to see these men and 
more of the country, as far north as Saskatoon. He 
filed on a homestead in Saskatchewan, but found it 
lay near and between two Indian Reservations. He 
cancelled his application, returned to Melita and 
rented a farm from Mr. Anderson, two miles west of 
town. 

That winter, he sold his property in South Dakota 
and arrived in Melita with a carload of duty free 
"Settlers Effects" and, as he said, "four horses, four 
cows, four kids and four hundred dollars" accumu
lated in twenty years of farming in South Dakota. 

In 1901, he bought a half section (E 28-3-27) 
from the C.P.R. at $5.00 an acre. In 1902, he built a 
house there. That Christmas season of 1902, his four 
"Yankee Children" returned late from a Christmas 
Concert at their school, December 22nd, to find they 
had a newly born brother, ANDREW MURRILL. A 
further, and final, addition to the family was the birth 
of MARTHA MYRTLE, on March 18,1905. 

During his fourteen years on the farm at 
Sourisford, A. D. acquired SW 33-2-27, which was 
fenced for summer pasture, having running water, 
trees for shade and feed for his herd of Aberdeen 
Angus cattle. 

A neighbour, Mr. John B. Elliott, in 1910 dug a 
well on the South Antler Creek near his horne. "Gas" 
was produced, sufficient to heat and light his build
ings until the mid-thirties. 

"A. D." had similar emissions of gas bubbling in 
one pool of his creek (Gainsborough) and hired a 
driller to tap it. However, after reaching their limit, 
they abandoned the drilling. A. D. had a good num
ber of empty whiskey bottles, a small hole three 
hundred feet deep and the dubious record as the first 
man in Manitoba to drill a "dry hole" . 

He acquired NW 27-2-27 and the W 34-2-27. He 
farmed these six quarters and rented NE 21-2-27. 

In 1916, he bought a house in Melita. His young
est son, Murrill and youngest daughter, Myrtle, were 
able to attend high school there. 

With some of this neighbors, William Heath, 
Rory McRae and others, he bought the Melita Flour 
Mill, Elevator and Electric Generating Plant at a 
Mortgage Sale for $5,000. Later, he bought out the 
others and traded the outfit for $1000 and a half 
section of land near Midale, Saskatchewan. He 
served as "Weed Inspector" for the municipality for 
some years, receiving a salary about equal to his car 
expenses, but enjoying his contacts with the farmers. 



He was a constant attendant of the famous' 'Mil
lionaires Club", where he could gather with other 
retirees, like himself, and discuss the weather, poli
tics and aches and pains. 

Mrs. Martha Thompson died April 1, 1941, 
closely followed by Andrew Douglas in October of 
that year, a few weeks short of his eightieth birthday. 

Nellie Aseneth, first daughter of A. D. and Mrs. 
Thompson attended schools in South Dakota and 
Manitoba. She graduated from Normal School in 
Manitou, taught at Penninsula School for three years 
and then in Melita. She married Mr. PAYSON 
ELLIOTT of Ontario in 1912. They purchased E 
34-2-27 from A. D. Thompson, where a son, Eldon 
and a daughter, Elaine were born. 

Payson died suddenly in 1934. Mrs. Elliott con
tinued farming with her two children and later, hired 
helpers, until retiring to live in Melita; where she 
died in 1976 in her 87th year. 

Alma Thompson remained with her parents in 
Melita until her marriage to Mr. JIM McCALLUM, 
farmer, of Melita. He died suddenly a few years later 
and Alma moved back to live in Melita until her death 
in 1956. 

Myrtle and Murrill attended Peninsula School. 
Their father drove them to and from school, about 
three miles, in the winter. In summer, they travelled 
by horse and buggy. When Murrill passed Grade 9 in 
June 1916, Mr. Thompson bought a house in Melita 
to allow both to attend Melita High School. Myrtle 
received the Lieutenant-Governor's Medal for Profi
ciency when she graduated in June 1921. She at
tended Brandon Normal School, receiving her 
second class teacher's certificate in June 1922. 

She taught in various schools, until her marriage 
to WILLIAM ALEXANDER DENNISON on Oc
tober 4, 1930. They lived in Griswold, Manitoba, 
until Bill joined R.O.C. in 1942 and was stationed in 
England. Myrtletaughtthe "Sight Hill" school, near 
Austin until Bill was discharged. They took over the 
home farm, inherited by Myrtle, W 28-2-27 in 1947. 

Bill's brother lost his wife and Myrtle took charge 
of his young son, Robert George Dennison. 

Tragically, Bill was killed by his tractor upsetting 
on a hillside on June 5, 1953. 

Myrtle resumed teaching at Lauder, Manitoba in 
September 1953 and continued there until retirement 
in 1971. 

She married Mr. Martin Phillips in 1975 and they 
still reside in Lauder. 

Thompson, Harry Nelson 
HARRY NELSON THOMPSON, entered 

Manitoba Agricultural College the year it started in 
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1905 and graduated five years later, president of his 
class. 

He was engaged by the Saskatchewan Govern
ment Department of Agriculture in 1910, progressing 
rapidly to Weed and Seed Commissioner for the 
province. As such, he was in charge of trains il
lustrating Saskatchewan Products and displays of 
these at fairs in Wyoming; Dallas, Texas; and Toron
to, Ontario. Needing wild cucumber vines in his 
displays, my father and I gathered these from our 
Souris river banks and shipped them to Regina for his 
use. In due process, I received a cheque for $1 from 
the new Saskatchewan Government. 

A daughter, Dorothy, now Mrs. Heally of Bur
lington, Ontario, was born in 1913. Unfortunately, 
her mother, Mina, died a week later. 

Harry took training with the army corps in Re
gina. As Lieutenant H. N. Thompson, he went over
seas with the 68th Infantry Battalion from Regina. 
He took his company to the crest of Vimy Ridge in 
that famous battle in France. He was killed on April 
9, 1918 and is buried in the cemetery for Canadian 
soldiers nearby. 

Thompson, Archie Leroy 
ARCHIE LEROY, second son, also graduated 

from Manitoba Agricultural College. 
Shortly thereafter, he joined the 196th Battalion 

of Infantry in Winnipeg. He spent some time in 
England, completing training as a machine gunner. 
He was sent to France in the last months of the war 
following the retreating Germans, until their sur
render in 1918. After several months with the Cana
dian Occupation Forces in Belgium, he was 
discharged and returned to Melita in 1919. 

There, he married Lily Anderson and together 
took a "Soldiers' Settler" farm near Kelwood, Man
itoba in 1920. 

In 1924, Archie moved to Chilliwack, British 
Columbia, where they operated a fruit and flower 
business, as landscape gardeners. Archie was profi
cient in this, becoming known as an authority on 
fruits, shrubs and flowers. He served the local Fair 
Board for many years, receiving a plaque stating 
their appreciation of his long service. 

Their daughter, Doris, now Mrs. Healy, lives in 
Surrey, British Columbia. Mrs. Lily Thompson died 
in 1967. Archie, suffering from armed service 
wounds, spent some years in the Veterans' Hospital 
in Vancouver, before his death in 1972. 

Thompson, Andrew Murrill 
ANDREW MURRILL, youngest son, attended 

Peninsula School until he passed Grade nine depart-



mental examination in June 1916. He passed Grade 
eleven at Melita High School in 1919 and entered the 
Union Bank that July and worked there only until his 
father had acquired the local mill. 

He worked at the Melita Mill, learning some 
steam engineering. In 1920, he worked for Bin Bros. 
Hardware at Pierson, fired the steam engine for Mel 
Mayes until November, went to Regina and had three 
jobs ending Christmas Eve. He had his eighteenth 
birthday there on December 22nd - out of work and 
broke. He worked on a farm at Duff, Saskatchewan 
until mid-February, when he was taken on by Mr. 
Butcher of Capital Studios in Regina. He left that job 
in October to go to University of Manitoba and took 
the first year of an engineering course. 

Due to lack of funds for college, he took a fifteen 
week normal school course at Estevan, getting a third 
class teacher's certificate. That summer, he sold Eu
reka vacuum cleaners in Weyburn, Moose Jaw, Medi
cine Hat, Blairmore and Lethbridge. He finally got a 
school teaching job at Nurmi OJA in the New Finland 
colony near Tantallon, Saskatchewan on October 5, 
1923. This was a summer school which closed De
cember 1 to re-open February 1 and Murrill returned 
in February 1924. 

He married SIGNE LUHTALA (BETTY) on 
August 2, 1924. Another room was added to the 
teacherage for the couple. 

On May 30, 1925, a daughter, named Evelyn 
Virginia, was born in this little cottage, attended by 
her mother and aunt, both ladies of long mid-wifery 
experience. Evelyn married James McCallum. (see 
James Robert McCallum history) 

Murrill took a course in Winnipeg Normal 
School receiving a second class teacher certificate in 
June 1927. He was engaged by the Erinside School
board, at Erinview Siding on the C.N.R. line to 
Arborg. A second daughter, Betty Kathleen, was 
born in the Teulon Hospital in October 1927. 

He taught this school three terms. Salaries were 
falling. He switched to Erinview School for another 
three years. He quit entirely as salaries were still 
lower, with teachers agreeing to only three hundred 
dollars a year salary. Besides, a son Harry Andrew 
(separate history), had arrived on February 27, 1932, 
so he must find a new living for five. 

By August, 1933, he managed to rent a closed 
pool room in Tantallon, Saskatchewan, with living 
quarters. The family was established by October 5, 
1933 - with a capital of $10.25 cash and winter 
ahead. 

In 1936, with Russell Hayter, Murrill moved to 
Pierson, Manitoba to operate a small grocery store. 
Business was very limited. He bought raw furs for 
the Hudson Bay Co. for one season. For trade, Mur-
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rill took some millet seed to sell, most farmers had 
more then they could use. 

Needing electric power to run seed cleaners at a 
constant speed, Murrill moved to Melita in the fall of 
1939. A garage was rented and seed cleaners in
stalled. Some millet was sold, but sweet clover seed 
and brome grass became the principal products. 

A third daughter, Deana Marilyn, arrived June 
14, 1941, completing the family of four. (See Wayne 
Downey history) 

In 1943, the seed cleaning building was sold to 
William Sterling by the town. The old livery barn 
was purchased, re-roofed, re-modelled and machin
ery, with additions, were somehow made ready for 
seed cleaning by harvest time. 

War time regulations made it almost impossible 
to get permits to purchase electrical or mechanical 
parts, so the structure was a collection of what could 
be found. Mr. Pettipher and Archie Grant advised 
Murrill and then all was rewired to 220 volts to power 
the machines. 

During these years, the Wheat Board, Unem
ployment Insurance, Income Tax Deductions, For
eign Exchange Controls, Import and Export Permits 
were all new, all with rules, regulations and reports to 
file, office help was missing. There was no electri
cian, no plumber, no tinsmith and only one black
smith and one carpenter to do all those jobs in the 
Melita district. There was no teacher to ask for help 
and no instructions either, what you had to know, you 
had to find yourself. 

Being new, the business was totally unknown to 
growers of saleable seeds and buyers of clean seed 
had to be found. That meant constant travel to find 
the growers, make contracts, arrange delivery, find 
the buyers and hire the truckers. 

The business grew. Large quantities, bought 
from growers from Edmonton to the Red River, were 
processed to U.S. Federal and State Standards and 
sold in carloads or truck loads to seed dealers in 
North and South Dakota, Minnesota, Montana and 
Nebraska. 

Through government agencies, some carloads of 
oats went to Poland and wheat to Israel. 

For a time, farmers could get cash for their grain 
by exporting seed to United States. Many local seed 
plants were erected on farms, to do this. They avoid
ed the overhead of business taxes, property tax, wage 
deductions, insurance, etc., that other seed houses 
had to pay and gradually replaced them. 

"Thompson Plastics" and "Festival Supply 
Co." followed this business. They are written in the 
business section of this book. 

Reports of these things and a multitude of inci-



dents besides, now afford A. M. Thompson his chief 
satisfaction. 

Editor's note: Murrill passed away suddenly at his 
home December 10, 1982. 

Betty Kathleen attended schools in Erinside, 
Pierson and graduated from Melita High School. 

She was first employed with A. E. McKenzie 
Seed Co., then with the Manitoba Telephone Co., as 
a long distance operator. She took a course, provided 
by the Plant's Products Division of the Federal Gov
ernment, to learn the identification and classification 
of seeds and weeds, as found in grain and forage crop 
seed sold. She was the first female to become a 
qualified seed analyst. In this capacity, she worked 
for Thompson Export Seed Ltd., in Melita and later 
for the North Eastern Seed Co. of Yorkton, Sask. in 
1951, where she met and married Gib Aberdeen in 
1951. They worked in Winnipeg until their divorce in 
1958. 

Kathleen found employment in Montreal. There 
she married William Leslie Clancy. Together, they 
worked in Vancouver and Prince George, B.C., until 
they returned to Montreal in 1962. Bill died in 1971. 

A year later, Kathleen married Charles Frederick 
Walsh and operated, with him, his Trailer Sales Co., 
until it closed in 1978. She obtained a divorce in 1981 
and resumed her maiden name of Thompson. 

She now handles computerized accounts for a 
manufacturer specializing in Skiers' Equipment in 
Montreal. 

Thompson, Harry Andrew 
Harry's schooling began in Pierson, then Melita 

and briefly in Yorkton, Saskatchewan, where he met 
Miss Marie Kathleen Drosky in 1950. 

The family returned to Melita in 1951. Harry 
worked in the seed house and on their farms. 

Harry and Marie were married in Melita on Au
gust 2, 1954. Their first child, Raelene Marie, was 
born May 30, 1955 in Deloraine Hospital. Kimberley 
Anne was born on May 9,1957. Harry was working 
for the Pool Elevators in Sanford, Manitoba, when 
Theresa Diane was born in Winnipeg on August 20, 
1959. 

After working for the Pool at Bield, Manitoba, 
the family returned to Melita in 1962 and Harry 
resumed working with his father in the business and 
the farms. During the fifties, the Festival Supply Co. 
and the manufacture of plastic liners for tanks and 
cisterns were added. 

On April 10, 1963, a son, Mark Andrew, arrived 
to complete the family. 

During 1963-65, property on No.3 Highway was 
purchased and a number of small cottages bought 
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from Canadian Customs at various border crossing 
points. 

Harry and helpers prepared foundations for a 
motel in 1964. On these, four of the cottages, plus ten 
other rooms made the Melita Motel. Work began in 
February and the motel was opened by August 2, 
1965. 

In 1971, Harry bought out his father's interests in 
the business and the motel. During the next decade, 
he enlarged the production of plastic articles; intro
ducing to the market several new and original items 
that have received acceptance across Canada and 
Central U.S.A. 

Marie has been active in management of the 
motel, which has become well established and much 
improved. 

The period was everlastingly marred by the tragic 
deaths of two of their children; Kimberley Anne was 
killed while walking on the highway in 1971 and 
Mark Andrew was accidentally shot in 1981. 

Raelene Marie has worked for various wholesale 
supply firms in Winnipeg and studied computer oper
ations there. She worked in Edmonton for a while, 
before returning to Melita in 1981. Currently, she is 
employed at the Royal Bank here. 

Theresa Diane, after graduating from Melita Col
legiate, spent several years as Inventory Control 
Clerk for Terry Balkan of Winnipeg. She returned to 
Melita in 1981 and is now bookkeeper for Tweed's of 
Medora. 

Thompson, Henry 
by Ada (Thompson) Josephson 

HENRY THOMPSON was born in the state of 
New York in 1861. He was the fourth child of a family 
of eleven children born to Richard and Ascenith 
Thompson (Sweet). His brothers were: John 
William, Mark, George, Herb and Frank. His sisters 
were: Alice (Mrs. Pepper), Mary (Mrs. Hotham), 
Emma (Mrs. Henry) and Annie. The family was of 
Irish descent. 

When Henry was very young the family moved to 
a small farm close to Chesley, Ontario. Henry re
ceived his public school education in Chesley school 
and his high school education in Peterborough, On
tario. 

In the early eighties he came to Manitoba where 
his brother John was living on a homestead in the 
Princess School District. He attended Brandon Nor
mal School and taught in various rural schools in 
Manitoba one being West Brenda. 

October 13, 1886 he bought N.W. 22-2-26 from 
A. R. Higgins. March 13, 1902 he bought the S.W. 
22-2-26 from A. R. Higgins. October 5, 1908 he 
bought S.E. 21-2-26 from the Manitoba S.W. Colo-



Henry and Maggie Thompson's wedding in 1902. 

nization Railway Co. In 1898 or 99 he bought a house 
from Jennings and moved it on to his farm. As the 
years passed this house was enlarged a couple of 
times. In later years a quantity of pasture land, along 
the Souris River, near Coulter was bought. This 
provided grazing for the Thompson herds as well as 
herds owned by several neighbors. 

Johnson Amos, a bachelor living on the river 
bank was a great help in keeping an eye out for cattle 
that might break out or any other trouble that might 
arise. To make it easier Mr. Thompson supplied him 
with a powerful spy glass. 

July 1902 Henry Thompson married MAR
GARET GIBSON. The wedding took place in the 
Gibson farm home southwest of Waskada. 

The Gibsons were Scottish people who came 
from Owen Sound, Ontario to homestead southwest 
ofWaskada. Alexander Gibson came in 1882 and his 
wife Catherine (Veitch) and family - Margaret, 
Walter, Catherine (Kate Mrs. George Edwards), 
and Thomas followed in 1903. Alice (Mrs. Don 
Singer) and Bert were born in Manitoba. 

The Gibsons had their share of hardships. One 
year their house burned down and their crop froze. 
Mr. Gibson died at an early age. Mrs. Gibson, with 
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the help of her family, was able to carryon the 
farming operations for a period of time. She later sold 
the farm to Seymour Young. Thomas was killed at 
Vimy Ridge. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thompson had a family of five 
JEAN (Wilson), born in 1904. EDGAR born in 
1905, JACK born in 1906, LEXIE (Dunn) born in 
1908 and ADA (Josephson) born in 1911. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thompson took a great interest in 
the welfare of their community. Mr. Thompson 
served on several boards and committees, namely: 
trustee and secretary-treasurer of Verona School, 
councillor in Arthur Municipality, one of the first 
members of the United Grain Growers Association, 
serving on the provincial executive as well as at the 
local level, a committee member ofthe Melita Chau
tauqua. Mrs. Thompson was active in the women's 
organizations in the community, such as the Queen 
Mary's Guild, which did an important work during 
World War I. Later, the United Farm Women were 
quite active in the Verona District for many years. 

In 1905 a new bam was built which still stands on 
the farm. In 1947 a new house replaced the old one. 

Much of the breaking of the land was done by a 
steam engine and plough; this engine was also used 
to run the threshing separator, and was later replaced 
by a larger steam outfit. Threshing in the early days 
was a story in itself. The last crop Mr. Thompson 
took off was in 1933. 1934 saw the worst crop failure 
of the depression, when not a binder was taken to the 
field. This same year saw Mr. Thompson in very 
poor health and he passed away January 1935. 

Mrs. Thompson remained on the farm with 
Edgar and Jean until her death, October 1946. 

Jean, the oldest of the family, received her educa
tion at Verona school. She remained on the home 
farm until 1951 when she married Tom Wilson. They 
bought the Alfred Jennings farm consisting of 
three quarter sections, from Lome Slack. They lived 
there until Tom's death February 1972. Jean then 
leased the land to John Barbolak and moved to 
Melita. She bought the home of Everette Moore, 48 
Main Street, where she still resides. 

Jack attended Verona School. He worked on the 
family farm after leaving school. He passed away 
suddenly August 1928. 

Lexie attended Verona school. In 1930 she went 
to Oakland, California to visit her aunt and uncle, 
Don and Alice Singer and remained there. She took a 
hairdressing course and worked in Oakland until 
1936 when she married George Dunn. They have two 
sons - Jack, who married Sheila Bradley. They 
both teach school in Lodi, California. They have two 
sons, John and Patrick. Jim Dunn lives in Concord, 
California where he works for the county. 



George and Lexie retired in Concord. Owing to 
poor health they now reside in Vienna Convalescent 
Hospital in Lodi, California. 

Ada, born at Waskada, received her education at 
Verona and Waskada schools. After graduating from 
Normal School in 1931 she taught at Verona, Penin
sula and Bardal (Sinclair). 

In October 1939 Ada and GUNNAR JOSEPH
SON were married by Rev. Jones in the manse of 
Victoria United Church, Melita. They resided on 
their farm eight miles northwest of Sinclair in the 
Bardal School district. They had two sons, John, 
born July 1940 in Deloraine Hospital (see Josephson 
history), and George, born June 1945 in Virden 
Hospital. 

Following Gunnar's death May 1954, Ada and the 
boys moved to Melita and resided in the Robert 
Coates house, 178 Souris Street, until 1964. They 
purchased the Galbraith house, 86 Oak Street, where 
Ada still resides. In 1955 Ada returned to teaching 
and retired in 1970. 

George received his first three years of public 
school education at Bardal School. Grade IV to XII 
he attended Melita School. He attended Brandon 
University and the University of Manitoba where he 
obtained a Bachelor of Science Degree, a Bachelor of 
Commerce degree .and a teacher's certificate. He 
taught science and mathematics in Reston, Baldur, 
and Deloraine high schools. He is currently an ac
countant in Calgary. 

Sports are his hobby. He played hockey and base
ball. Now, in spare time, he can be found in the 
curling rink in winter and on the golf course in 
summer. 

In February 1920 at the age of sixteen months, 
Gladys Gibson (Mrs. Thompson's niece) came to 
live with the Thompsons. This happy, fun-loving gal 
was a real asset to the Thompson household. Gladys 
married Kenneth Reid in November 1940. They 
farmed at Sinclair until 1967 when they moved to 
Salmon Arm, British Columbia. Ken and Gladys are 
real neighbors and great community workers. 

They had two children Linda, born in 1945, 
married Gary Johnston who works for C.P.R. They 
have one son Bradley and are living at Kamloops, 
British Columbia. 

Lee, born in 1948 married Mardelle Shane. Mar
delle has a hairdressing shop and Lee is manager of 
Texaco in Miniota. They have two children - Ginger 
and Derrick. 

Thompson, Frank 
by Irene (Thompson) Wickham 

FRANK THOMPSON was born in Chesley, On-
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tario, a brother of Henry. His parents were Richard 
and Ascenith Thompson. 

Frank came west in 1897, married ANNIE SLA
TER, daughter of Allan and Margaret Slater, in 1905. 
They settled on the Slater farm W 14-2-26 where they 
raised a family of five children. 

ERNEST, born October 31, 1906, MAR
GARET born September 26,1908, LESLIE born 
April 13, 1910, IRENE, born June 3, 1913 and GOR
DON born July 28, 1915. 

Ernest married JEAN COWAN of Waskada on 
October 19, 1946. They farmed at Verona, Chester
field, Lauder and moved to Melita in 1965. Their 
family are Betty who married Wayne Webster of 
Swan River. They have two girls, Kim and Sandra. 
Bob married Charlotte, daughter of Alice and Paul 
Lalonde, April 16, 1983 and resides in Melita. 

Margaret married Gus Sundell of Treesbank on 
July 13, 1946 where they farmed until retiring to 
Calgary in 1966. They have two daughters. Judy 
married Jim Atrell and they reside in Edmonton. 
They have three children; Jennifer, Chris and Tim. 
Jane married Bruce Beare of Wawanesa and they 
have two boys, Scott and Derek. After Margaret had 
her teacher's training she taught seven years at Ver
ona and taught also at Goodlands, Otter and Trees
bank. She passed away in Calgary December 19, 
1972. 

Leslie married Alice Bennie on March 24, 1942 
and they had two girls Peggy and Janet. Peggy 
married Bill Cheyne and they had two daughters, 
Susan and Sherri both now in Calgary. Peggy is now 
married to Brian Gieck. Janet was married to Syd 
Tilbury and they had a son Kurt and a daughter 
Kandis. They all live in Calgary. Leslie and Alice 
farmed in the Waskada area and later moved to 
Melita. Leslie passed away February 10, 1975 and 
Alice on January 23, 1964. 

Irene married RUSSELL WICKHAM on Octo
ber 26,1946. We farmed my home place which was 
grandfather Slater's place. (W 14-2-26). I lived there 
all my life until coming to Melita in 1965. We now 
reside at 34 Elm Street. We have one daughter, 
Sharon, who works as a legal secretary and resides 
in Calgary. 

Gordon married Bernice Nestibo on July 7,1946. 
Their family - Annette of Calgary, Faye married 
Wayne White of Melita (see Larry White history), 
Beverly married Merv Tweed of Medora who is 
involved in Tweed's Garage. They have three of a 
family, Jennifer, Charles and Matthew. Rick, Greg 
and Maureen live in Brandon with their mother. 
Gordon worked for the Pool Elevator for 33 years, 
until his health failed, then moved to Brandon where 
he passed away May 11, 1977. 



Tilbury 
by Lillian Swehla 

James Tilbury married Fanny Kercher and they 
lived in Overton Hants in England. There were 10 
children born to this union: Albert, William, George, 
Harry, James, Sidney, Leonard, Alfred, Lilly, Polly 
and Millie. Millie the youngest is still living in En
gland and is 86 years old. Six brothers served in 
World War I. George, Harry, James and Alfred 
joined up in England. Sidney and Leonard left from 
Melita to join the force. All returned from the bat
tlefield except Sidney who was killed on the battle 
field in France. 

Four generations. L.-R.: Emily lilbury, Roberta Walker holding 
Kathryn, and Daisy Williams, in 1958. 

LEONARD TILBURY was born in October 
1886, came to the Melita district in 1919 and worked 
as a farm hand around Melita. He made his home 
with brother William until his death on January 24, 
1956. Leonard was a bachelor. 

ALFRED TILBURY married NELLIE 
ROBERfS after the war and came to the Melita 
district in 1920. They worked for farmers as a mar
ried couple until 1933 when they returned to England 
and since have passed on. They had no children. 

LILLY TILBURY married ERNEST BEAZELY 
and came to Canada to the Elva district in 1908. They 
farmed for a number of years before moving to 
homestead at Pincher Creek, Alberta, for a few years 
later moving to Wainwright, Alberta. Their two 
sons, CHARLIE AND LESLIE still live in Wain
wright. Lilly and Ernest have passed on. 

Tilbury, Albert William 
ALBERf WILLIAM TILBURY was born June 
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5, 1878 at Overton Hants, England. At age 19, 
William joined the Royal Navy, leaving on June 16, 
1909 at which time he married EMILY BAKER, who 
was the daughter of Jesse Baker and Charlotte 
Holmes. Emily was born April 28, 1888. 

Mr. and Mrs. William lilbury Sr. (1949). 

William and Emily were united in marriage on 
July 8, 1909 at St. Paul's Church at Bournemouth, 
England, and came to Canada in August 1909 to the 
Elva district staying with his sister Lilly and her 
husband Ernest until he could get work on a farm. He 
walked for miles before securing work on a farm as a 
married couple. They worked for Dave Gillander, 
also for a bachelor named Sliver Hutcheson for two 
years. They then moved to the Melita district and 
rented the Tom Hamilton farm, section 30-3-26 and 
he started farming on his own. 

In 1923 they rented the Fred Champion farm, 
section 16-3-26 in the Chesterfield district, farming 
there until November 1926. At that time he pur
chased the McDougald farm section 25-3-27 south of 
Melita where he farmed until July 6, 1951 when his 
son James took over the farm and he moved into 
Melita where he had a short retirement, suffered a 
stroke and passed away July 30, 1951. Emily lived on 
in the home in Melita until she passed away on 
January 1, 1965. 

There were four children born to this union. 
ROBERT JESSE, born April 4, 1910 (See separate 
history), LILLIAN MAUDE, born September 5, 
1913 (See Joseph Swehla history), WILLIAM 
JAMES, born November 7 ,1915 (See separate histo
ry) and DAISY, born January 5, 1920. (See Owen 
Williams history). All live in the Melita area. 



Tilbury, Jesse 
I, ROBERT JESSE was born in Brandon April 

4, 1910 to William and Emily Tilbury. I was raised 
and have lived in the Melita area with the exception 
of 12 years spent at Wainwright, Alberta. I went there 
in the depression years and worked for my uncle, 
Ernest Beazley and later for numerous others as a 
farm labourer. 

While in Wainwright I met FRANCES 
DANIELS who six years later became my wife. We 
took up farming in the Greenshields area but after 
two hailed crops out of five we decided to return to 
Melita. In March 1943 I left Wainwright via freight 

five cows with calves at foot, a dog, our car and 
household furnishings. Upon arriving some five days 
later at Melita I learned that the Arthur Municipality 
was a T. B. free area and our animals not having been 
tested had to be relocated to Saskatchewan for a 
quarantine period. 

L-R.: Frances, Shirley, Doug, Syd, Iris, Jesse Tilbury (1961). 

My wife, Frances, with two small children, Iris 
born July 31, 1938 and Sydney, born April 16, 1942 
arrived via passenger train and we spent a couple of 
days with Tom and Florence Loucks just west of 
town, until the road to my father's place could be 
cleared of snow in order to get my car through. 

We had already rented the Bill Heath farm in the 
Peninsula district where we lived until spring of 1944 
when we bought N 2-3-27 from the Credit Foncier 
and lived for 20 years raising our four children. 
Douglas was born May 9, 1946 and Shirley born 
May 6,1948. 

We built our retirement home in Melita in 1963 
and sold the farm to our boys who shortly decided 
farming wasn't for them. 

Our family are all married. Iris married Bud 
Andries June 6, 1958. They have one son, Derrick 
born April 27, 1961 now living in Calgary. 

Sydney married Janet Thompson and they have 
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two children, Kurtis, born J ul y 5, i 966 and Kandis, 
born September 22, 1969 and live with their mother 
in Calgary. 

Douglas married Sheila Pedlow on December 9, 
1967 and they have three children. Kimberley born 
March 14, 1969 Crystal born April 24, 1971 and 
Trevor born June 9, 1974. 

Shirley married Richard McIntosh on October 7, 
1967 and they have two children, Todd, born Febru
ary 6, 1969 and Sherry Dawn born April 1, 1971. 

So now we are all alone Iris in Brandon, Syd 
and Doug in Grande Cache, Alberta, and Shirley in 
Oklahoma City. 

Tilbury, James 
JIM was born November 7, 1915 in Melita. He 

married RUBY (WILLIAMS) in 1937. There were 
eleven children born to this marriage. They are, Bill, 
Jean, Joyce, Bob, Barb, David John, Patsy, 
George, Jim Jr., Sherry and Wayne. Most of these 
children are still living in the Melita area. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Tilbury family. L-A., Standing: Bill, Jean, 
George, Joyce, Wayne, Barb, Jim, Sherry, Bob and Patsy. 

Jim farmed with his father for several years on 
25-3-27, then went on his own to 30-3-26 until his 
father retired in 1951. Jim bought his father's farm 
and is still farming there today. 

Bill born in 1937 married Margaret (Phair) of 
Pierson.lh('~):.llave f~ur sons. Rick married Shelley 
Critchlow olMefita'Mtd they are farming in this area. 
Randy died accidently on November 1, 1981. Scott 
and Ryan are still at home and going to school. Bill 
farms on the farm formerly owned by Ken Williams 
of Melita. 

Jean was born on February 16, 1938 and married 
Delmar Loucks. (See Delmar Loucks history). 

Joyce was born in 1938 and married Clarke 
TraiU in 1964. They have three girls, Shawnna, 
Marnna, Orlene all at home in Calgary, and going to 



school. Joyce and Clarke lived in Melita for a few 
months after their marriage. He worked for Bish 
Nield in the garage as partsman. They moved to 
Calgary where he started working for Atlas Auto
mobile Sales in Calgary as a travelling salesman. He 
is still there but has now become assistant sales 
manager. 

Bob born in 1940 married Patsy (Smithson) of 
Melita in 1961. They have six sons, Brad, Garry and 
twins Terry and Kerry, Todd and Tommy. Bob's sons 
are all at home and going to school except Brad who 
graduated in 1981. Bob farms on the farm formerly 
owned by T. S. Loucks. 

Barb born June 1941 married Don Gerlock of 
Melita. They have two children, Shelley and Ted 
both in school and at home with their father. Barb and 
Don lived in Winnipeg in the Charleswood area since 
their marriage. Don works for Manitoba Pool Eleva
tors and has been there for 25 years. Barb passed 
away September 25, 1981 after a lengthy illness. 

David John born January 1942 died when only an 
infant. 

Patsy born in 1945 married Cal Campbell of 
Brandon. They have four children, Kallie, Melissa, 
Jason and Wes all going to school in Brandon. Patsy 
drives a school bus in that area. Cal worked for 
Canada Packers for several years. For several more 
years he drove semi-trucks for a couple of different 
trucking companies. He is now employed by Bran
don Transit Bus Company. 

George born in 1946 married Lynn (Griffith) 
from Melita in 1966. They have one son Jeffery 
going to school. George is farming in the Melita 
area. Lynn works for the Department of Agriculture 
in Melita. 

Jim Jr. was born in 1947 and married Ruby 
(Moar) in 1965. They have three children, Tracey, 
Coral and Jamie all at home and going to school in 
Calgary. Jim moved to Alberta shortly after they 
were married and worked on a ranch for a year or two 
then did some carpentry work. He then got work with 
an excavating company driving a "Cat" , at which he 
worked for several years. He now has his own ex
cavating company, and they live in Calgary. 

Sherry was born in 1951 and married Earl (Line) 
in 1971. They have two children, Shara and Jana 
who are just tiny tots. Sherry and Earl lived in Bran
don for several years, Sherry working for CKX Ra
dio and Television. Earl worked for Beaver Lumber 
and then for Nelson Homes in Brandon for several 
years. Two years ago he took over the Imperial Oil 
business in Melita. They now make their home in 
Melita. 

Wayne born in 1957 is still single and lives at 
home with his parents. Wayne decided he would like 
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to be a farmer so bought some land and is now 
farming full time. 

Timms, P. J. 
by Elsie E. Timms 

My sister, lVliSS J. TIMMS of Grenfell, Sas
katchewan sent me your letter about the Melita 
History, thinking I might remember something of the 
early days. I am afraid I can't be of much help. 

My father, P. 1. TIMMS and two brothers came to 
Melita from Oxfordshire, England in March 1905, 
and Mother and sister and myself came in September. 
We lived in Melita until June 1913 moving to 
Weyburn, Saskatchewan at that time. 

I came to Moose Jaw in 1937 and worked in an 
insurance office for 37 years retiring in 1979. 

Tingey, William James 
WILLIAM JAMES Tingey was born June 23, 

1880 at Tapley town, Ontario. He was the second 
oldest of 12 children born to John and Celia (Taylor) 
Tingey. He moved west in 1898 and worked as a farm 
hand in the Lyleton district. He took up a homestead 
in Brock, Saskatchewan, where he stayed for three 
years. Jim then sold and returned to the Coultervale 
district and bought land from the CPR. 

In 1905 Jim married Miss ALICE BEST. Miss 
Best, born January 27, 1880 in Birmingham, En
gland immigrated to Canada and worked in the 
Lyleton district. 

On the farm in Coultervale, W 8-1-27, two sons 
were born. GORDON was born October 11, 1905 
and FREDRICK, born February 5, 1907. In 1911 
Jim and his family moved and farmed at Brock, 
Saskatchewan. While they were there a third son, 
ROBERT, was born, November 11,1911. In 1914 Jim 
and Alice moved their young family back to the 
CoultervaIe farm. Their lives were saddened with the 
death of their second son Fredrick in the fall of 1917. 
Jim sold the farm in 1944 and moved to Lyleton. 

Gordon married FREDA DOWNEY of Coulter
vale and farmed in the Lyleton district. They had six 
children: Laverne, Garnet, Audrey, Marlene, 
Marjorie and Wayne. 

Robert married OLIVE FLETCHER of Coul
tervale and farmed in the Coultervale district. They 
had seven children: Donald, Dennis, Dick, Ed
ward, Delmore, Charles and Evelyn. 

Jim passed away in 1959, predeceased by his 
third son Robert, who passed away in 1954. Gordon 
their first born passed away in 1982. 

Alice moved to Brandon after Jim's death. She 
met and married Davis Freeborn. After Mr. Freeborn 
passed away Alice moved to Melita. Alice Freeborn 



now lives in the Personal Care Home and on January 
27, 1983 she celebrated her 103 birthday. 

Tooke, R. J. 
by Marjorie Palmer 

I, MARJORIE TOOKE married the second 
Palmer son, Andrew. (See Andrew Palmer history). 
My parents, R. 1. TOOKE and wife ELIZABETH 
(FRASER) came to Sourisford from Ontario and 
Nova Scotia in 1879 or earlier, along with her father 
Hugh Fraser, "the Piper" and his family. At 
Sourisford they built a log cabin which is in the park 
now, and raised three of their family before moving 
on to Melita and Pierson. Here, he R. 1. Tooke 
operated a livery stable, and mother, a hotel but still 
did business in Brandon and Melita. A real pioneer 
family and couple. 

Six Tooke brothers. L.-R.: Bob, Clifford, Elwood (Chap pie), 
Newton, Bill, Leonard (older brother Ted missing). 

Later they bought farms south of Pierson and 
moved to the United States Border on the South 
Antler Creek, living there until both passed on. They 
raised a family of 13, seven boys and six girls. 
ROBERT and NEWTON served overseas. Of this 
family only two boys and two girls remain. EL
WOOD and CLIFF on the home farm. Elwood 
married and Cliff lived alone on the South Antler 
Creek. A beautiful place to live. This was Copley, 
School District. 

I've had the pleasure of attending several of the 
Sourisford Picnics, including 100 anniversary 
1879-1979 and recall the active part parents took in 
setting up and keeping the park. I visited the log 
cabin at that time. 

I was born in 1900 so may not make the next 
anniversary but will try if "Lady Luck" is on my 
side. 
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Townsend, Albert Edward 
M. E. Otto 

ALBERT EDWARD TOWNSEND and ELLEN 
CLARKE were united in marriage on May 16, 1905 
at Melita, Manitoba. Albert's (Bert) home was at 
East Harwood, Timberscombe, near Dunster, in 
Somerset, England, where he was born on March 15, 
1882, and received his education. He assisted his 
parents, William and Mary Ann Townsend with 
farming on East Harwood until he volunteered as a 
yeoman with a London Squadron the Middlesex 
Mounted Rifles in February, 1901. He served in the 
Boer War until it's conclusion in June, 1902, being 
discharged from Aldershot Barracks, Southampton. 

He returned to farm at East Harwood until he and 
William F. Clarke, a chap he had met in the army, 
decided to come to Canada. They made their ar
rangements and sailed from Liverpool and arrived in 
Melita on April 12, 1903. Both were employed by 
local farmers, Bert's first "boss" being Fred Edmon
son of West Brenda district. 

Prior to coming to Canada, Bert had visited Bill 
Clarke at his home in Silton, near Gillingham, Dor
set, England, where Bill's father, John Clarke with 
his wife, Eliza Emily, ran a grist mill. There he met 
Bill's sister, Ellen Clarke, who later became his wife. 
Ellen Clarke (Nellie) was born in June 19, 1881, and 
came to Melita from her home in England in 1904. 
She worked for Brimson's and later at Dodd's Store. 

Bert and Nellie Townsend with daughter Lynda in 1908. 



In the spring of 1906, their first farm was rented 
from Jack Underhill, being South 17-4-26. The price 
of wheat was 60¢ a bushel and oats, 25¢ a bushel. 

Their first daughter was born September 16, 1906 
LYNDA MAY; and on December 26,1909, their 

second daughter, NORA MILDRED (MAIDIE) 
was born. 

In 1912 Bert rented another half section of land 
from 1. 1. Anderson, being south 3-4-27. 

The winter from December 12, 1912 till March 
15,1913, was spent in England when they returned to 
their homeland from a holiday and to see their fam
ilies. Their two daughters, Lynda and Maidie, ac
companied them on this trip. 

In October, 1913, they purchased their first farm 
from W. 1. Cobb, NW 1-4-27 and took possession in 
April, 1914, gradually increasing their holdings to 
560 acres. A part of this has been leased to the Melita 
Golf Club since 1958, and is called The Townsend 
Valley Golf Course. Bert and Nellie continued to 
farm until 1957 when they retired from active farm
ing, but continued to live there until their deaths, 
Nellie on February 28,1959, and Bert May 14,1970. 
The farm is still owned by the family and farmed by a 
great nephew. 

Lynda, Maidie and Kathleen Townsend in 1915, (insert) Mar
garet Ellen in 1923. 
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Two other daughters were born - KATH
LEEN AUDREY on February 15, 1915 and MAR
GARET ELLEN on May 7,1922. 

On October 25, 1925 Lynda married George C. 
Cochlan, son of Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Cochlan, 
whose home was also in Melita. They now live in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, U. S . A. , and have one son, 
Paul Townsend Cochlan, born April 2, 1935. Paul 
married Nancy Maurer on October 22, 1954 and they 
have two children, Steven Christopher, born June 
18,1961 and KelliMarie, born October 3, 1964. They 
reside in Ann Arbor, Michigan, U.S.A. 

On November 30, 1936, Maidie married LEWIS 
W. DAVIDSON and resided in Melita. Lew's death 
occurred on June 5, 1955 and Maidie's November 
1982. They have three daughters: 

- Lynda Lew, born March 1, 1945, married to 
Peter Earley on June 27,1970 and they have one son, 
Patrick, born July 16, 1980. They reside in Kam
loops, B.C. 

Nora June, born November 12, 1946, now 
Mrs. Don Settee, resides in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
Her son David was born May 25,1979. 

- Margaret Jane, born November 12, 1946 
deceased - April, 1982. 

On October 21, 1947, Kathleen married IAN 
FRASER, whose parents Angus and Mary Fraser, 
lived in Melita. After their marriage in Christ 
Church, Melita, 'Kay' and 'Scotty' went to British 
Columbia to live. Theirtwo sons, Ian Townsend and 
Kenneth Grant were born in Kamloops, - Ian on 
April 28, 1950 and Ken on January 7,1953. Kay now 
resides in Salmon Arm, British Columbia. Scotty 
died May 9, 1979. Their son Ian, with his wife Linda 
(nee Jameson) and sons, Glen Ian, born June 19, 
1973, and Angus George, born February 9, 1981, 
live in Douala, Cameroon Africa. Ken's home ad
dress is Salmon Arm. 

On October 17, 1946, Margaret Ellen married 
Oscar R. Otto of Gladstone, Manitoba, where they 
reside. Oscar served overseas in the Canadian Army 
Service Corps from 1939 to 1945. They have on son, 
Michael Clarke, born January 12, 1950. He lives in 
Dawson Creek, British Columbia. 

With a great love of the land, hard work and 
determination, Bert and Nellie made a good life, 
always interested and supportive in the development 
and progress of their community and country. 

It is a pleasure to have our family recorded in the 
Melita and District History Book being compiled for 
Melita Centennial Celebrations, 1984. 

Townsend, Leonard 
LEONARD JAMES TOWNSEND emigrated to 

Canada from Minehead, Somerset, England in 1904 



joining his brother A. E. Townsend who had pre
ceded him in 1902. After taking employment here 
and in the United States he returned to Canada and 
located on a farm two miles west of Melita, N 2-4-27, 
which he purchased in 1909. His first outfit consisted 
of this half section, three mares and one horse, one 
set of used harness and one set of new harness which 
he bought from William Griffith, two loads of hay, 
three bags of oats, 40 sheaves and an Imperial plough 
purchased from William F. Clarke. 

He re-visited England several times and on his 
return to Melita in 1909 he was accompanied by EVA 
MARY THORNE of Taunton, England who took 
employment with Mr. and Mrs. William Cobb in the 
Metropolitan Hotel. Leonard and Eva were married 
in Christ Church, Melita in 1910 and to this couple 
five children were born. HECTOR, twin girls who 
died in infancy, QUEENIE and BETTY. 

In 1941 Leonard and Eva retired to Melita. Dur
ing her lifetime Eva enjoyed her participation in the 
choir and W. A. of Christ Church and her member
ship in the Women's Institute. Leonard took part in 
much of the volunteer work in connection with com
munity projects the Curling Rink and also the 
construction of the Anglican Church Parish Hall. He 
was active in the men's and farmer's curling club. 

Hector remained on the home farm, marrying 
RUTH WALKER, daughter of Frank and Leah 
Walker, of Elva in 1940. Their family consisted of 
two children. Larry James who with his wife and 
two children, Leslie and Harley is still carrying on the 
operation of both Leonard and A. E. 1bwnsend 
farms. Their daughter Leah Diane married Harvey 
Campbell of Pierson where they reside. 

Queenie was employed in the office of the Melita 
Creamery and then transferred to Fort Frances, On
tario. From there she moved to Toronto and worked 
during the war years in both plant and office of John 
Inglis Munitions. She married Harry Sterling of 
Toronto in 1948 where they and their family, son 
James and daughter Louise still reside. 

Betty who remained at home and took employ
ment locally, married Louis Henuset of Pipestone in 
1944. They resided on the Henuset home farm Aqua
dale and with their two sons, David and Boyd are 
jointly engaged in both grain farming and the raising 
of purebred hereford cattle. Their elder son David 
has three children, Sjana, Scott and Paula. Betty and 
Louis now reside in Pipestone. 

Eva Mary Townsend was deceased in 1946 and 
Leonard James Townsend in 1964. 

Townsend, Larry Blair 
LARRY moved from Fort William, Ontario to 

Brandon April 17,1963. He came to Melita May 6, 
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1963 where he worked for Nield Brothers for two and 
a half years. 

He went to work for Barker's Ltd. Men's Wear in 
1965. Larry took over the store from 1. B. Barker in 
1977 when he retired. 

Larry worked with the cadets for 11 years. He was 
the first commanding officer to enroll females in the 
squadron. 

In October of 1973 he married ARDYTH WIL
SON, daughter of Ernie J. Wilson. Ardyth came to 
Melita in July 1970 to work at Morrow's Pharmacy. 
In 1972 and 1973 she lived in Brandon and went to 
school there. 

Larry and Ardyth have two daughters, 
MELANIE born April 24, 1976 and JACQUELINE 
born May 18,1979. 

Larry and Ardyth Townsend with daughters Melanie and Jac
queline. 

'frewin, Clarence George 
by Forbes 'frewin 

In the summer of 1909, my father, CLARENCE 
GEORGE TREWIN, came west from Ontario to 
Waskada, on a harvest excursion to help his brother
in-law James Forbes with the harvest. Jim Forbes had 
come west several years earlier, bringing carloads of 
horses to sell to the settlers. He had settled on a farm 
south of Waskada. 

In the fall of 1909, my father returned to Kent 
county, where my mother and sister MONA were 
living. He had seen such prosperity in Manitoba that 
he decided they would move west for ten years, then 
return to Ontario. On April 10, 1910 they arrived in 
Waskada with a carload of settlers' effects, horses, 
cattle, machinery and household items. They moved 
to N 20-1-25 which they later purchased. They 
farmed this land until 1924. Then my father sold this 
land, the NW to James Kyte and the NE to Allan 
Temple and moved to 30-1-25 where three sons 
FORBES (separate history), GORDON (separate 
history) and JACK (deceased in 1919) were born. 



In the spring of 1924 my father purchased E 
25-1-26 in Arthur Municipality known as the Ash
more farm. We moved there on June 10, 1924. In 
1927 dad purchased W 21-1-25 in Brenda, which he 
farmed along with the home place and rented W 
31-1-25 in Brenda. C.G. along with his two sons 
farmed this land during the "dirty thirties". They 
were trying times, getting feed for three outfits of 
horses and seed for the next spring, was the best we 
could do. Dad always kept cattle, and shipped live
stock by rail, on commission, to the Winnipeg stock 
yards for 25 years. At that time trucking took over. 

Dad, Gordon and I spent many hours cutting fire
wood in the Turtle Mountains. The wood was hauled 
home by team and wagon and it was 22 miles each 
way. We also made many trips to the same mountain 
to the coal mines there. 

Mona attended Wesley College and later took 
teachers' training. She taught school at Hernefield, 
Waskada and Melita, and in later years in West Kil
donan. On September 19, 1939 she married Nelson 
Gaudin, a Hudson's Bay store manager at Nelson 
House. Later they purchased a general store at Gun
ton, which they operated until failing health forced 
them to sell the store and move to Winnipeg. Nelson 
passed away in 1974. Mona completed 25 years of 
teaching and is retired in West Kildonan. 

Trewin, Gordon 
GORDON married Donalda Hamilton of Ninga 

on January 10, 1939 and moved to W 31-1-25 in 
Brenda. Later they purchased and moved to E 
30-1-25, then purchased the W half. In 1966 they 
built a home in Waskada, where they reside, and 
Gordon continues to farm. They have two daughters, 
Beverly Joan and Judith Anne. Following gradua
tion Joan took her registered nurses training at Bot
tineau Hospital, and is presently employed at the 
Melita Health Centre. On September 30, 1961 she 
married Bob Vanbeselaere. They farm on 27-2-26 
with their three sons, Robert Kevin born July 18, 
1962, Jodi Gordon born September 19, 1965 and 
Bradley Maurice born July 21, 1966. 

Judy chose to be a secretary and worked in Win
nipeg. She married Darrel Enger of the Pierson
Gainsborough area on November 7, 1964, and they 
are very involved in the business of farming. Judy 
works part-time at the Royal Bank at Pierson. They 
have a family of three, Darrelyn Dawn born Novem
ber 9, 1965, Wade Alan born November 5, 1969 and 
Gerry Lane born February 14, 1971. 

Trewin, Forbes 
I, TREWIN, remained on the farm my father 

had purchased in 1924. In 1940 I married GRACE 
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HARTRY, only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Maurice 
Hartry ofWaskada. My family consists of a daughter, 
Margaret Anne and a son James Forbes. 

Margaret Anne chose to be a secretary and a 
business education teacher. Her work took her to 
Brandon, Winnipeg, Morden, Vancouver and The 
Pas. On August 30, 1974 she married Bob 
McMechan of Deloraine. They spent their first seven 
months travelling to many oriental countries on their 
way to Australia where Bob's sister and brother-in
law Joan and Ben Veselovsky were teaching. On their 
return they both attended university. They, with their 
young daughter, Laurie Anne, born October 15, 
1979, are presently residing in Ottawa where Bob is 
an attorney with the Department of Justice. 

Following his schooling Jim played hockey with 
the Flin Flon Bombers and the Brandon Wheat 
Kings, but each summer came home to the farm. On 
September 5, 1970 he married Paulette Fairchild, 
only daughter of Ernie and Arlys Fairchild of 
Waskada. They spent the next two winters in Johns
town, Pennsylvania, where Jim played semi-pro 
hockey, then one winter in Trail, British Columbia. 
Finally the life of a farmer appealed to him more than 
hockey pressure, so they purchased land and settled 
down to serious farming on the same farm his grand
father had purchased in 1924. They have three sons, 
Jeffery James, born August 27, 1972, Gregory 
Forbes born April 27, 1974 and Wade Fairchild, 
born December 2, 1977, the fourth generation of 
Trewins to live on 25-1-26. 

Jim and I still farm together, Jim owning 25-1-26 
and S 19-2-26. I still own W 21-1-25 in Brenda and 
live in Waskada in the home that Grace's grand
parents built in 1910. Jim still enjoys hockey as a 
hobby and has played for several years with the 
Waskada Comets in the South-West League. 

Jeff and Greg are following in their Dad's 
footsteps and play in the ten and under and eight and 
under hockey teams respectively. Each boy has a 
pony, the love of which they have inherited from their 
mother and their Grandma Arlys. 

In 1982 Jim's farm is in the centre of the oil 
activity in the Waskada field, and presently there are 
nine pumping wells and three staked on his land. 

Tribe, Roy 
In 1935, when the T. Eaton Company who oper

ated the creamery in Melita required a new manager, 
ROY TRIBE, who was employed by the company in 
Regina, Saskatchewan, was called on to take up the 
new position. His wife, ADA and daughter ELMA 
joined him after accommodation was secured on 
Souris Street, and Roy and Ada enjoyed approx-



imately 20 years - mainly on the same street - in 
Melita before retiring to the West Coast. 

Roy was very interested in the community, hav
ing served in many offices in the Chamber of Com
merce, one year as president. He also took an interest 
in the Masonic Order, ultimately becoming Master of 
the Oriental Lodge, Melita. His interest in the Ma
sonic Order extended to his becoming a Shriner. Roy 
was particularly fond of outdoor activities, including 
fishing in the northern lakes, hunting game birds, 
and outdoor camping, and together with his family 
he spent many pleasant hours searching for the Indi
an arrowheads exposed by the dry winds of the 30's. 
His arrowhead collection can be seen in the Melita 
Museum. He took pleasure in various sports, and 
supported hockey and baseball. Daughter Elma re
calls many pleasant outdoor camping trips in her 
childhood. 

Many people were acquainted with Roy's wood
working ability. Having designed and constructed his 
own woodturning lathe early in life, many people 
were the recipients of wooden lampstands, ashtrays, 
coasters and tables. 

Ada Tribe also served the community in many 
ways, having been employed in many business estab
lishments as well as working diligently for many 
service organizations and social clubs, directing a 
church choir, being Worthy Matron of the Order of 
the Eastern Star and a member of the Rebekah 
Lodge, and assisting many people in her capacity as a 
seamstress. She was an invaluable accompanist in 
her daughter Elma's musical career. Ada's ability in 
handicrafts was widely known and shared with many 
people, including the 4-H Club. 

Roy and Ada enjoyed their years in Melita and 
their many friends in the community. Their last years 
were spent in retirement at the West Coast, where 
Roy was able to enjoy his customary habit of polish
ing his car everyday. 

Elma married KENNETH C. COBB. (See 
Cobb history). 

Turnbull, Thomas 
MR. and MRS. THOMAS TURNBULL came to 

Elva from Beeton, Ontario in 1904. In 1905 they 
bought the farm at 30-3-27 known as Happy Hollow. 
For many years they and their family took an active 
interest in the community. Mrs. Turnbull was es
pecially interested in church work, Red Cross, and 
Women's Institute. 

CORA was active in musical circles. FRANK'S 
now living in Brandon and farmed near Decker, and 
JEANNETTE taught in public schools. KEN
NETH took over the farm, rented it to Howard 
Moore and finally sold it to Wesley Dell in 1963. 
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Underhill, Rueben Henry 
RUEBEN HENRY UNDERHILL was born April 

15, 1860. EVA STAHL was born October 10, 1859. 
They were born in the Crediton and Exeter counties 
in Ontario. As young people they migrated to find 
their fortune in the" golden west" , by working any
where possible. They married in November 1894 and 
started farming in the Bernice district. Their first 
home was a sad shack. To this marriage were born 
four children; PEARL, WES (separate history), and 
ETHYL were born with the assistance of a midwife; 
GERTIE was born a few years later in a new frame 
house on SW 24-5-26, known for many years as the 
Underhill corner. 

Eva spent many happy hours over the quilting and 
mat frames, her chief pastime during the long, harsh 
winters with blocked roads and neighbors not too 
close. 

Pearl married Herbert Norris in 1914 and settled 
in the N apinka area for a few years before going to 
Winnipeg to live unil her death in 1970. 

Ethyl married Alfred Done, a section foreman at 
Bernice and lived for several years there until ill 
health forced Alfto give up that position. He erected 
a home in Melita (now occupied by Mr. and Mrs. 
Cecil Kirkup), he passed away two years later. Ethyl 
remarried, moved to the coast and lived there until 
her death in 1959. 

Gertie got her schooling at the Bernice school, 
and has spent all her years with the exception of six 
years in Windsor, Ontario in this area. She married 
Harry Mason in 1939 (see Harry Mason history). 

Underhill, John Wesley 
JOHN WESLEY (WES) UNDERHILL was 

born at Bernice March 4,1896. He did overseas duty 
in the first World War. He married MABEL I. 
O'BRIEN at Napinka November 14, 1923. She was 
born in London, England, November 8, 1902. 

They were blessed with a daughter Naomi Iris 
born September 11, 1925, and a son Harvey John 
born March 26, 1933. 

The farmed north of Melita for several years, 
until the retirement of Wesley's parents, to live in the 
town of Melita in 1934. Then they moved to the home 
farm at Bernice until retiring to Melita in 1966. Wes 
and Mae moved to British Columbia in late 1982. 

Vail, Daniel W. 
by Pearl Mason 

In the early 1880's when everyone was talking of 
the west, my father Daniel W. Vail, came from New 
Brunswick and settled in Brandon, Manitoba, where 
he learned harness making. About the same time Jane 
McNally came to Brandon and worked in a dress 



making shop to learn the trade. In 1881 Dad came out 
and took up a homestead in what is known today as 
the Menota District; nine and a half miles South East 
of Melita. He and mother Jane McNally met and in 
1885 were married and came to live on the home
stead. They had a small house and kept the post office 
for years. People came for miles around and if the 
mail wasn't on time they would stay until it did come, 
often sleeping on the floor several nights at a time if 
roads were bad in winter. Dad worked his fields with 
oxen. Brandon was the nearest railroad and meant 
long trips with grain, etc. Wood was hauled from the 
Turtle Mountains for fuel and neighbors got together 
to help each other. Stops were made along the road 
where you were always welcome to stop for a meal or 
overnight. Hospitality was warm and friendly. No 
matter how many came to your door they were wel
comed with a hearty meal, lots of visiting and always 
music. After supper the chairs were pushed back and 
we'd have a dance. 

We had a stone milk house where milk was 
strained into pans and put to cool. One time I can 
recall there was a very bad prairie fire. Dad went to 
help a neighbor save his grain, the wind changed and 
the fire was coming towards our place. Mother put 
the children in the milk house, took a pail of water 
and broom and went to help fight it. They saved the 
buildings but lost the grain. 

About this time the railroad came through and 
they called the town Medora, this made for confusion 
with our post office so changed it's name to Menota. 
As Dad was the only harness maker in the district he 
turned the summer kitchen into a harness shop in the 
winter and made harness, saddles, etc., for neigh
bours. In later years he had a small blacksmith shop 
to fix harness and sharpen shears. 

Crops were hailed out several years and Dad 
decided to move. He notified the Post Office Depart
ment, but they couldn't get anyone to take it so he 
packed up the equipment and returned it. That was 
the end of the Menota Post Office. We moved eight 
miles to another farm NE 24-3-26 in 1904 and built a 
house on it. This was our home for many years with 
many happy memories as we eight children grew up 
with lots of fun, music and visiting. Neighbors were 
close and many nights after supper was over we'd 
call up the young folk and have a dance. Dad passed 
away in 1928, Mother lived on with her son Cecil 
until 1935 when she moved into Melita. Here she 
resided until 1950 when she passed away at the age of 
89. The other brothers, Harold, Bob and Clarence 
had left home earlier and went west to homestead 
around Assiniboia, Saskatchewan. 

The family consisted of: 
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Emma who married Erland Patterson, As
siniboia, Saskatchewan. Deceased 1972. 

Bob who married Elsie Jones, Assiniboia. De
ceased 1955. 

Clarence who married Laura Cann, Assiniboia. 
Deceased 1969. 

Harold who married Clara Borgeson, Nipawin, 
Saskatchewan. Deceased 1971. 

Ida who married Hugh McKinnon, Waskada, 
Manitoba. Deceased 1961 (see Hugh McKinnon his
tory). 

Pearl who married William Mason, Melita. (see 
William Mason history) 

Elmer remained a bachelor, and lives in Hillcrest 
Manor in Brandon. The only other member of the 
family surviving today is myself. 

Vanbeselaere Leon 
LEON was born October 20, 1873 in Thourout, 

Belgium. He married JULIE DEWAELE on October 
19, 1904. Julie was born August 5, 1876 in Lichter
velde, Belgium. 

Leon immigrated to Canada in 1913 to Victor 
Vanbeselaere's (Leon's brother) in the Melita district. 
Julie followed in 1916, with theirfour children. They 
farmed in the Deloraine, Melita, Tilston and 
Waskada areas. 

They were survived by their four children; 
GERARD who married Elsie Denys (see separate 
history); ADRIENNE who married Andrew Cre
peele (see Andrew Crepeele history); MAURICE 
who married Marguerite Cocquyt (see separate his
tory); ANDREW who married Mary Vandendorpe 
(see separate history). 

They were predeceased by an infant daughter, 
MARIA. Leon died January 5, 1947 and Julie died 
March 28, 1960. They are buried in the Melita Ceme
tery. 

Vanbeselaere, Gerard 
GERARD and ELSIE VANBESELAERE live 

at Waskada. Gerard was born September 8, 1905 in 
Belgium and came to Manitoba with his mother, Julia 
(Dewaele) Vanbeselaere in December 1916. His fa
ther, Leon, had come earlier to his brother Victor's 
place at Melita. Leon's first job was at Edward's farm 
at Medora. 

Elsie was born in Belgium June 30, 1920 and 
came to Manitoba March 1926 with her mother, 
Mathilda (Teetaert) Denys, and her brother, Oscar 
Denys. Their father, Richard Denys, had preceded 
them to Medora in February 1925. 

Gerard and Elsie were married October 19, 1944 
in St. Antonius Catholic Church in Deloraine, and 



farmed in Waskada area many years. They have also 
lived at Deloraine. They had four children. 

Larry was born in Winnipeg July 4,1941. (sepa
rate history) Lance was born July 1945 and was 
married to Myrna (Shelby) of Arnaud in June 1967. 
They live on 19-2-25 and have three children; 
Shawn, Daniel and Angela. Lloyd was born July 
1951 and was married to Delores (Vandendorpe) of 
Deloraine in March 1975. They live on 12-2-26 and 
have three girls, Tammy, Marcie and Stacey. Lenora 
was born February 1961 and was married to Dale 
Crepeele (son of Russell Crepeele) of Napinka in 
June 1980. The live in Waskada and have one son, 
Kristopher, and a daughter Kristal Dee Marie born 
March 30, 1983. 

Vanbeselaere, Larry 
Larry started school in Waskada. Some of his 

elementary grades were taken at Winnipeg Air Force 
Base studying instrument technology in the Air 
Force. He attended University of Manitoba and grad
uated in 1965, with a diploma in Agriculture. He also 
studied Agriculture at California Poly technical In
stitute in Pomona one winter. From November 1970 
to March 1971, Larry taught a Farm Management 
Course at Gladstone. Larry enjoys building, me
chanics, the coffee shop, travelling, and attending 
farm seminars at the Agricultural Extension Center 
in Brandon during the winter months. He went by 
himself to London and Belgium for three weeks in 
January of 1978. 

Larry was married to Marilynne April 8, 1967 at 
St. Mary's Cathedral, Winnipeg. Marilynne is the 
only daughter of Lillian and the late Charles Steven
son of Stevenson's Evergreen Nursery at Morris, 
Manitoba. She was born November 26,1946 in Win
nipeg, and has three younger brothers, Barrie, Bill 
and Carl. Marilynne was a stenographer for the De
partment of Agriculture and also worked in the Leg
islative Building and Morris Flood Control before 
her marriage. 

Larry and Marilynne have one son and one 
daughter. Ferris was born March 19, 1971 at 
Neepawa, and Felicia was born May 19, 1975 at 
Deloraine. Ferris loves playing hockey, going to Cat
echism and Crusaders. Felicia takes figure skating 
lessons and enjoys camping, canoeing, and swim
ming in the summer months. 

We live in an older home (21-2-26) in the Verona 
district. Just how old it is, we are not sure. Some 
years ago, we were visited by Mr. and Mrs. Edgar 
Branscombe who had lived here in the early 1900's. 
Some others who have lived in this house are Andy 
Palmer, Albert Vanbeselaere, Gerard Vanbeselaere, 
Bill Barbolak, and Oscar Willaert. Larry's present 
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hobby is erecting a new house, which he designed 
himself. We hope to use new building techniques, 
thus extending this project over a few years. Larry is 
a Lion's member, a Pool member, a hockey manager, 
and is presently secretary ofWaskada Athletic Club. 

Marilynne prefers to operate machinery herself 
rather then to hire someone to work with Larry in 
their grain operation. She also enjoys part-time work 
at the Co-op in Waskada, and is Secretary-Treasurer 
of Waskada Red Cross, also serves on the Rink Con
cession Committee. Her hobbies are reading, Mac
rame, and convening church banquets. She is a 
Sunday School teacher and an Aglow member. We 
are all active members of Sacred Heart Parish, 
Melita, where Ferris is an altar boy. 

In the spring of 1981, Larry and Marilynne were 
part of a Rural Leadership Training Program that 
went to Washington, D.C. to study American Gov
ernment. This was the final step of a course led by 
Keith Smith, Principal of the Agricultural Extension 
Center in Brandon. While there, on this very memo
rable holiday, we toured the Capitol Building, White 
House, Smithsonian Institute, Arlington Cemetery, 
and many more historical sites. It was a most educa
tional trip. 

Vanbeselaere, Maurice V. 
MAURICE, second son of Leon was born in 

Kortemark, Belgium in 1908. His father, Leon immi
grated to Canada in 1913 and settled in the Melita 
district. Dad along with his mother, brothers and 
sister followed in 1916. Dad often spoke of the war 
tom area where they had lived. 

Maurice received most of his schooling in Melita. 
As a very young man, he worked on the farm of the 
Cliff Penson family. A life lasting friendship de
veloped. 

Maurice and Marguerite Vanbeselaere. 



On November 29, 1932 he married MAR
GUERITE COCQUYT (youngest daughter of Paul 
and Julie Cocquyt). The wedding took place in the 
Sacred Heart Church in Melita. They started farming 
in the Verona district on NW 15-2-26. In 1934 their 
first child and only son, Bob was born. That same 
fall, due to the depression, they moved to Verigan, 
Saskatchewan to farm. In the spring of 1935, Evelyn 
(Huys),their eldest daughter was born. Farming in 
Saskatchewan proved unprofitable so that same fall 
(1935) they moved back to Manitoba. They settled on 
NE 23-2-26, where they farmed until 1939. During 
these years, along with many others, they endured 
many hardships, but always remembered these times 
as some of the happiest of their lives. Their next move 
was to become their home for nine years. This was to 
NE 35-2-26, known as the Leddingham farm. In 
1942 Shirley (Hicks), was born and in 1947 their 
youngest child, Linda (Miner) was born. In the 
spring of 1948 they moved to SE 27-2-26 (an interest
ing fact is that both Mom and Dad's folks had farmed 
this land in previous years). Bob continues to farm 
this land. They continued farming here until 1961 
when they retired to Melita. 

Retirement gave them time to enjoy their garden 
and yard. Mom also enjoyed her membership in the 
Sacred Heart Auxiliary. All through their busy lives, 
they took great pleasure in their family and friends. 

On May 8, 1968 Mom passed away. On June 29, 
1978 Dad passed away. They are survived by their 
four children, eleven grandchildren and two great 
grandchildren. 

Vanbeselaere, Andrew 
I, ANDREW was born in Kortemark, Belgium 

March 11, 1910 and immigrated to Canada with my 
mother, brothers and sister. My father, Leon had 
immigrated to Canada three years earlier to locate a 
home for us. He worked one year for Mr. Edwards of 
Medora and a year at Victor Vanbeselaere's of 
Melita. 

The Germans invaded Belgium in 1914. I can 
remember the Germans having their horses in our 
bam for some time. I also remember a bomb fall in 
the garden behind our house. Fortunately it never 
exploded. 

A German officer on night watch was killed near 
our home. German offiers came and rounded every
one up on our street and all were told to go to the 
street comer where a large group of people were 
being questioned. They let mother and us four chil
dren go. Others were taken away. I don't know what 
happened to them. 

We went home, got some clothes and fled to an 
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aunt. Eventually we got to Holland where we were 
able to get on a steam ship coming to Canada. 

During our crossing we were in a bad storm that 
lasted two days. The ship had to anchor until the 
storm passed. 

We arrived at Napinka by train in the late fall of 
1916 and went to Uncle Victor's. We stayed there that 
winter. In 1917 our family moved to a farm near 
Deloraine where I started school. Later Dad moved 
back to Melita to the Green Place (21-3-26). I con
tinued my education in Melita school. 

My Dad moved to Tilston in 1934 onto the Ken 
McLean farm. This was during the depression. It was 
very dry. We had 150 acres of durum wheat we saved 
from the grasshoppers by throwing grasshopper poi
son mixed with sawdust on the crop. I got a three 
deck wagon box full every morning for two weeks 
and spread it around the crop with a coal shovel. We 
had feed for the winter along with some Russian 
thistles. 

Then I worked for Ken McLean for $15 a month, 
milked 20 cows and mowed Russian thistle for feed. 

On June 29, 1935 we had a cloud burst. We got 
eleven inches of rain in five hours. On July 1st we got 
another four inches. It was like a lake all around. The 
crop rusted and not much was threshed in 1935. Most 
farmer burned their crops. In the fall we moved back 
to Waskada onto the Wright place (34-2-269. 

On October 27, 1937 I married MARY VAN
DENDORPE of Deloraine. We moved onto the Jack 
Kennedy place, west half of section 1-3-26. 

Andrew and Mary Vanbeselaere's 40th Anniversary. L.-R.: 
Lorraine and Glenn, Floyd and Elsie. 

The following year, 1938, my wife's parents, 
Camiel and Pauline Vandendorpe came to live with 
us. They enjoyed gardening and helped around the 



farm. Camiel died December 7, 1945 and Pauline 
died January 1, 1961. They are buried in the Delo
raine Cemetery. 

In 1944 we bought the Kennedy place and con
tinued to live there until our retirement to Melita. 

I bought my first tractor from Lloyd McKinney in 
1944, a W4 International on steel wheels for $1050. 
We couldn't get rubber tires because of the scarcity of 
rubber during the war years. 

We have two daughters Elsie and Lorraine. Elsie 
was born December 30, 1938 and Lorraine was born 
September 11, 1943. They attended Chesterfield 
school. Lorraine graduated from Waskada Collegiate 
and worked in the Royal Bank in Waskada and 
Melita. 

Elsie married Floyd Cheyne of Waskada on July 
11, 1964. They have two daughters, Melanie and 
Deborah. 

Lorraine married Glenn VanDaele of Medora on 
July 10,1965. They have two daughters, Wendy and 
Colleen. 

Vanbeselaere, Victor 
VICTOR VANBESELAERE was born at Tor

hout, Belgium, November 16, 1871. In 1906 he 
married SIDONIE BEKE who was born November 
26, 1872 and to this union five children were born: 
MAURICE born January 3,1907 (see Maurice Van
beselaere history), ALICE born March 12, 1908 (see 
Andrew Cocquyt history), CYRIL (died in infancy), 
MARY born November 17, 1910 (see Maurice Cre
peele History), GABRIELLE (Gabe) born May 15, 
1912, deceased April 21, 1980. 

Mr. and Mrs. Victor Vanbeselaere, Mary. Seated: Maurice. 
Alice. and Gabrielle at back. 
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Victor's ambition had always been to come to 
Canada. On March 12,1913 he sailed to Canada with 
Deloraine as his destination. There he became em
ployed on a farm, 2-3-23, one mile east of Deloraine. 

In July 1913 his wife and four children joined him 
and she worked on the same farm. They made their 
home in a small one room house on the farm across 
the road. 

In the fall they rented this farm and purchased the 
cattle, horses, machinery, and household furnish
ings. They only lived there one and a half years and 
in January 1915 they moved to a farm in the Melita 
area, 36-3-26 now owned by a grandson Victor Van
beselaere. The move from Deloraine was all done 
with horses and took many trips. They farmed this 
land for ten years. 

Soon after his arrival at Melita he was asked to 
take over driving the southeast school van route and 
continued in this until 1928. The school vans at this 
time were all horse drawn, so many hours were spent 
on the road to travel the nine miles. In the winter time 
they left home before daylight and arrived home long 
after dark. It took foot warmers and lots of robes to 
keep the children warm. It took quite a long time to 
prepare the warmers, as the charcoal had to be heated 
to a red glow on the coals burning in the cook stove, 
then lifted out and put into the warmers. At the end of 
the journey they were dropped in water to extinguish 
and reheated for the return trip home. 

There were times when blizzards stopped them 
from being able to go home. One such storm was of 
three days duration before they were able to leave for 
home. 

In 1925 they purchased 34-3-26. They lived there 
until 1934 when, due to crop failures and the depres
sion they moved to Norquay, Saskatchewan. There 
they were able to rent land but had to erect their own 
buildings, a house, barn, and others. Some were built 
of logs, taken from the bush close by. 

In 1942 they returned to Melita to retire and enjoy 
their twilight years. His hobby was gardening and he 
spent many hours at this pleasant task. 

Victor passed away September 16, 1951 and 
Sidonie passed away July 28,1948. Their family now 
live in Melita and surrounding area. 

Vanbeselaere, Maurice Joseph 
MAURICE born 1907, was the son of Victor and 

Sidonie (Beke). He came with the family to Delo
raine in 1913. 

Maurice started school right after he arrived. His 
family was the first Belgian family in the Arthur 
Municipality. Maurice started driving the horse 
drawn school van when he was in Grade III and drove 
it until he had to stay home and help his dad when he 



got to high school. After that his sisters took over to 
drive. 

LAURA, (daughter of Henry and Eliza Cre
peele), and I were married December 29, 1930, just 
at the start of the dirty 30's. We moved on the Pollock 
place. Albert was born 1932, the last day of October. 
We managed not too bad until the grasshoppers came 
in 1934. Andrew Cocquyt had moved north the year 
before and in 1933 we figured we could get land there 
so we moved from Napinka. There was Paul Coc
quyt, Dad, and Maurice Crepeele, who had married 
sister Mary. 

How many carloads we loaded I just don't re
member but freight would take us only as far as 
Benito. There we unloaded and hauled across the 
country. We were able to get a bungalow house and 
pasture. We stayed there altogether for awhile. Dad 
got a quarter section from Ollie Berglund with a 
shack and a small bam on it. He built more rooms 
onto the shack. Paul Cocquyt rented the Severson 
farm six miles north of Norquay. The first thing we 
did was put up hay west of Norquay, the four of us 
together. I was able to rent three quarters from Doctor 
Oshea, six miles north of Norquay, called the Murray 
hills. One level quarter and the rest was pretty hilly. 
We moved down there in spring of 1935. 

In the fall of 1934 I took the threshing outfit up 
north. I threshed for five farmers and on the Indian 
reserve. 

Doc said if we take out logs and saw them into 
lumber we could build a bam. So I got a cheap 
sawmill at Kamsack, which we put up in the pasture 
with logs to support the track. The first year we 
sawed 21,000 feet, some for the neighbors. My 
brother brought down a few loads the next year. We 
sawed 20,000 which was all piled up to dry. When it 
was dry we got a planer in and planed it all. The 
doctor started to haul his lumber away to build cabins 
at the lake so Maurice said the heck with this. 

In the fall of 1941 we got a big semi, and had to 
make five trips to haul everything back to Melita. We 
moved onto the Kontzie place. Six years later I got a 
call from Bill Sterling saying he had bought the 
Powell place and I asked him if he'd sell it. I bought 
the place and wrote out an agreement. 

My youngest sister didn't have a place so they 
farmed it in 1946, we got word that Mrs. Kontzie had 
sold the place so we moved on to the Powell place in 
1947. The big bam had collapsed. We had a tempo
rary place for horses and cows. The house was in bad 
shape so we had to fix that up first. We added a porch 
on the north side and a bathroom on the south side. In 
1949 we built a bam 70 feet long with a leanto on 
south side. There was a good well on the north side of 
the bam. In the fall of 1949 we put a pressure system 
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in and in 1950 dug a trench up to the house. George 
Andries put built-in cupboards and also a bathroom 
in the house. 

The trustees were after me to take the van job 
again but you had to buy your vehicle. I had one 
week to get a vehicle ready for the south route. About 
two years later they put the north and south route 
together so I had to buy a bigger vehicle. I drove it for 
15 years. Andrew Crepeele took over. 

We were looking for a house in town. Ken Cobb 
came out one afternoon and I bought the house they 
were living in, June 1963. The next morning they 
took me to Winnipeg for surgery on my back. 

In 1964 I thought I could help the boys with some 
of the farm work but in four days I couldn't do 
anything anymore so in the fall of 1964 I sold section 
36 to Victor. In 1964 I sold the east half of 34 (the half 
I bought from Bob Dobbyn), to George. We moved 
to Melita in the fall of 1964. 

There are six children; Albert, born in 1932, 
started school in Norquay, Andrew (Andy) was born 
at Andrew Cocquyts, Kenneth was born on Dr. 
Oshea's farm, Victor and George were born at For
syth's and Helen was born in 1953 in Deloraine 
Hospital. She married Thomas Claeys. 

Vanbeselaere, Albert Victor 
Albert, the eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. M. 1. 

Vanbeselaere of Melita was born at Melita, October 
31, 1932. He moved as an infant with his parents to 
Norquay, Saskatchewan at the beginning of the dirty 
30's. 

He received his first schooling at Grande Ravine 
School north of Norquay 1939-1941. In the fall of 
1941 Albert's parents moved back to the Melita area 
and settled on a farm in the Chesterfield School 
District where Albert continued his education up 
until 1947 , when his parents moved to a farm east of 
Melita, 36-3-26. From here he finished the balance 
of the 1947 school term at Melita school. The sum
mer of 1947 Albert began farming with his father 
until the fall of 1954. 

On October 12, 1954 Albert married Georgette, 
eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gustave Breemersch 
of Deloraine. They started their mixed farming ca
reer northwest of Waskada, in the Verona School 
District. Here they farmed for four years, during 
which time their first four children were born, Lor
raine, Lorna, Ronald, and Douglas. In the fall of 
1958 Albert and Georgette moved to the Baxter farm 
W 3-3-27 southwest of Melita which they purchased 
from Dr. E. M. Jones. Here three more of their 
children were born, Judith, Terry, and Dwayne. 
Over the years their farm base has increased with the 



purchase in 1965 of the N 10-3-27 from Dick Skelton. 
In 1972 NW 8-3-27 was purchased from Robert 
Banks, and in the spring of 1973 they also purchased 
the W 4-3-27 from Henry and Elsie Skelton. Albert 
has been a member of Manitoba Pool Elevators at 
Melita since its formation in 1961, and has served on 
the local committee as director since 1967. He also 
served a five year term on the Sub District 402 
council representing the Melita Local. In 1977 he 
was elected as a delegate for Manitoba Pool Elevators 
to represent Subdistrict 403, Melita and the sur
rounding area, this position he still holds at present. 
Albert is a supporter of the 4-H clubs of Melita and 
area through Manitoba Pool, and is also a member of 
The Melita and Area Lions Club for the past two 
years. Georgette also is a 4-H supporter, taught 4-H 
sewing for nine years in the Melita Home Economics 
Club. She is also a member of the Melita Sacred 
Heart Ladies' Auxiliary. 

Lorraine Margaret was born July 25, 1955 at 
Deloraine. She worked as a nurse's aide after finish
ing her schooling up until her marriage on October 
28, 1978 to Valentine Pomedli. He is the youngest 
son of Louis Pomedli of Humboldt, Saskatchewan. 
They farm in the Pilger, Saskatchewan area and have 
three children, Leighton Terry born November 15, 
1979, Leatta Joan born December 28, 1980, and 
Leroy Ken born April 8, 1982. 

Lorna Marie was born June 6,1956. After gradu
ating from school she worked in the Royal Bank at 
Melita. She married Kenneth Warsaba (see Warsaba 
history). 

Ronald Albert was born June 7, 1957. Since 
graduation he has been farming with his father and 
has purchased the SE 18-3-27 and the NE 17-3-27. 
He has spent the past three winters working with 
Edwards Drilling of Medora in northern Alberta and 
Saskatchewan. 

Douglas Maurice was born June 29, 1958. After 
graduating from Melita High School he spent one 
year as parts man working for Antler River Equip
ment of Melita. Then he spent two years working 
with Western Geophysical of Calgary, Alberta, 
working in parts of northern Alberta. Doug is pres
ently taking his third year in geological engineering 
at Brandon University. 

Judith Ann was born September 17, 1959. She 
graduated from Melita High School and worked for 
Cameron Insurance Agencies of Melita for three 
years. In the fall of 1981 she became employed with 
the Autopac Claims Centre in Brandon as a Clerk 
typist. Judy now makes her home in Brandon. 

Terry Glen was born June 28, 1961. After finish
ing his schooling at Melita in September of 1981 he 
became employed with Manitoba Pool Elevator at 
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Deloraine as an assistant. On April 1, 1982 he was 
transferred to Melita with Manitoba Pool. He mar
ried Lisa Vandenberghe, daughter of Shirley and the 
late Maurice Vandenberghe August 28, 1982. 

Dwayne Gustave was born February 4, 1963. The 
youngest of the family decided that schooling wasn't 
for him any longer and went farming with his father 
and oldest brother Ron in the spring of 1982. Dwayne 
also works part time for White Farms. 

Vanbeselaere, Andrew Harry 
Andrew Harry Vanbeselaere was born at Nor

quay, Saskatchewan district on November 20, 1934, 
the second of six children of Maurice and Laura 
Vanbeselaere. Norquay was his home until 1941 
when the family moved back to Manitoba to a farm in 
the Chesterfield District, known as the Kontzie 
place. He had started school in Saskatchewan and 
continued with his education to Grade VII by attend
ing Chesterfield School. 

Andrew's parents made another move to a farm 
on 36-3-26 six miles east of Melita. He finished 
Grades VII and VIII at Melita and then remained on 
the farm until his marriage in 1959. 

On October 27, 1959, Andrew took as his wife 
Clara Margaret Noe, daughter of Emeri and Louise 
Noe of Deloraine, Manitoba. 

After they were married they moved to a farm 
four miles east and two and a half miles north of 
Medora. Andrew later purchased the farm. (W 
12-4-24 and SE 13-4-24 in the year 1967). 

L..R.: Keith, Andrew and Catherine Vanbeselaere in 1981. 

Andrew and Clara's first child, Keith Andrew 
was born October 11, 1960 and on April 2, 1962 
Catherine Louise was born. In 1963 Clara became ill 
and on December 28, 1963, died of cancer at the age 
of 24. Andrew raised the children with the aid of 
hired help. Andrew's sister Helen came to stay with 



them after she graduated from school until her mar
riage to Thomas Claeys of the Medora District. 

Vandaele, Jules 
JULES, the second youngest of a family of six, 

was born in Belgium January 3, 1891. They lost their 
father at a young age and their mother was left to raise 
the family. In 1910, he and an older brother, Charles, 
decided to immigrate to Canada ending at Deloraine, 
Manitoba. Another brother Gustaf came in 1927. 
Jules worked as a farmhand, northwest of town, for a 
farmer by the name of Connor. I understand some of 
the boys from the district spent their winters working 
at lumber camps across the line. He also worked for 
MacLeods at Goodlands, Manitoba and it was there 
he met Mother, the former MARY LEPOUDRE who 
immigrated to this country with her older brother, 
Paul in 1910. They were married in the spring of 1914 
and went farming on the Muldoon place at Lauder, 
Manitoba. I often heard Dad say, he saved $1000 
from the time he arrived in Canada until he started 
farming and it took that to buy an outfit of horses in 
those days. 

Jules and Marie Vandaele in 1927. 

Their family were all born at Lauder, Manitoba; 
BERTHA January 25, 1915, ADOLPHE April 27, 
1916, and LAURA November 27, 1917. In the fall of 
1921 Mother and Dad purchased the Gillis Ross farm 
(2-3-26) in the Chesterfield District south of Melita 
where Larry Cocquyt resides today. I well remember 
the day we moved. Dad and neighbors were on the 
lead with all the belongings and Mother with the 
children and Andrew Cocquyt (age 15) followed be
hind the cattle with horse and buggy and of course, 
the dog. 

We all received our education at a one room 
school of Chesterfield, which is no longer there, as is 
the case with most rural schools. In 1927 Dad and 
Mother made a trip to Belgium, spent the winter 
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there, and decided they would like to retire there 
some day. A couple of years later they sold out and 
went back; this time they took the family. Dad's 
brother Gus (who came out from Belgium in 1927) 
took over the farm. After nine months, due to love of 
Canada and the life they had here, they returned. 

We were fortunate to be able to come back to the 
home farm and again attend school at Chesterfield. 
However it was a great experience for us, as we got to 
know our relatives in Belgium and while there at
tended school and made many new friends. 

Mother passed away in 1934 with burial in the 
Turtle Mountain Cemetery where her parents were 
laid to rest. Although our ambition was to further our 
education, we girls decided to stay home and keep 
house for Dad. This was the time of the depression 
and it took a lot of courage to stick with the farm 
through the "Dirty Thirties", but good crops and 
good times did return. On one occasion, I do remem
ber the men building a fence in our dugout. A black 
cloud formed in the west and we always hoped for 
rain - many a cloud but never a drop fell. This time 
it did come and filled the dugout, their tools re
mained in the bottom. 

Eventually the family got married and Dad car
ried on the farming with hired help, which was quite a 
struggle. Around the fall of 1941 he had a sale and 
moved into Winnipeg. His daughter Bertha and her 
husband Maurice took over the farm. In 1951 he 
remarried the former Mrs. Erma Cottenie from Kam
sack, Saskatchewan. They spent their winters in Flor
ida and summer months in Winnipeg. Erma passed 
away suddenly in 1976 with a heart attack. They 
would have celebrated their 25th anniversary that 
fall. 

After that Dad made his home with his daughters. 
His health was failing and he was admitted to the 
Personal Care Home, Melita, where he passed away 
March 15, 1979. 

I, Bertha the oldest daughter, married 
MAURICE COCQUYT. (see Maurice Cocquyt 
history). 

Laura the third child of the late Jules and Marie, 
received her education at Chesterfield, and in 1938 
left the district, marrying Harry Carels of Deloraine, 
second son of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Carels. He was 
manager of the British American Oil Company until 
his retirement in 1964 because of illness and passed 
away April 4, of the same year. Their family consists 
of one daughter and three sons; Ilene, Ronald, 
Wayne, and Curtis. Ilene married Gus Deslaurier, 
they reside in Winnipeg and have three children; 
Kevin, Michelle, and Chantelle. Ronald married 
MaIjorie Watkins, they live in Vancouver and have 
two boys; Brett and Michael. Wayne lives in Cal-



gary, is married and has no family. Curtis resides in 
Deloraine with his mother Laura Carels. He gradu
ated from Deloraine High School in 1982 and plans to 
go to Brandon University this fall. 

Vandaele, Adolphe 
ADOLPHE, only son of Jules and Mary Van

daele, married GERMAINE COLLEAUX of 
Waukope, Saskatchewan in 1941. They farmed on 
11-3-26 for a number of years, later had a sale and 
moved into Winnipeg, where he was employed as a 
male nurse. Three of their family were born on the 
farm; Joanne, born 1943 attended Chesterfield and 
Winnipeg schools, married David Brown of Win
nipeg. This marriage dissolved and she now lives in 
France. They had a family of four girls: Barbara 
who received her education in Winnipeg, and Toron
to, married Dr. Montdragon of Toronto, and they are 
residing now in Mexico City where he practises his 
profession. They have three children. Judy the third 
girl was born at Melita, received her education in 
Winnipeg and married Dr. Ian Boult where they now 
reside and he continues his practice. They have three 
boys. 

Laura Jane and Larry were both born and raised 
in Winnipeg. Eventually the family moved to Toron
to. Laura Jane married Richard Johnson of Winnipeg 
and now resides in Sooke, British Columbia and both 
work in a horne for underprivileged and disturbed 
people. They have three children. Larry married 
Lindo Myler of Toronto, they have no family. 

They lost their dad in 1962 and mother in 1963. 
Joanne was left to raise the family. 

Vandaele, Gustaf 
GUSTAF VANDAELE was born on January 21, 

1883 in Ruddervoorde, Belgium. In 1919, he married 
GHISLAINE PYFFEROEN who was born on 
November 5, 1896 in Ruddervoorde. They had two 
daughters; MARIA and JULIA born in Torhout, 
Belgium. The eldest; Maria died of whooping cough 
in infancy. 

In 1927, they carne by boat to Canada. They 
arrived in Melita, by train on May 8, accompanied 
by: their daughter Julia; Ghislaine's father Mr. Alfons 
Pyfferoen; and Gustaf's nephew Arthur Goethals. 
Gus and Ghislaine went to his brother's Jules' farm, 
on 2-3.,.26 in the Chesterfield district. Gustafworked 
there for one year eventually taking over the farm as 
his brother and family were going back to Belgium to 
live. Arthur Goethals worked as a farm hand in the 
district. Alfons Pyfferoen worked west of Melita 
staying in Canada for two years. 
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Gustaf and Ghislaine Vandaele with daughter Julia in 1926. 

Jules Vandaele and family stayed in Belgium for 
a year. Gustaf then moved to the Peninsula district 
returning to the Chesterfield District and ended up 
buying the farm 32-2-26 known as the Robson farm. 
Gus and his wife went through a lot of hardships as 
they lived through what we call the dirty thirties. Gus 
cut the Russian thistles and during the winter these 
were cut up by a hand mill to feed the cattle. They 
retired in 1947 and then moved into Melita. 

In 1937, their daughter Julia married CHARLES 
CARELS from Deloraine. (see Charles Carels histo
ry) 

Gus and Ghislaine enjoyed their retirement, tak
ing pride in their beautiful yard, flowers and garden. 
They were both actively involved as members in the 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church. 

Julia obtained all her education at Chesterfield 
and Peninsula school. 

Gus passed away 1975. Ghislaine passed away in 
1981 after being confined to a wheel chair for ten 
years. Ghislaine was a patient in Brandon Assini
boine Centre from 1972-1977, then transferred to 
Melita Personal Care Horne as one of the original 
residents in November of 1977 when it opened. 



Vansteeland, Charles 
CHARLES DESIRE VANSTEELAND, was 

born at Medora, on 20-4-24, Rural Municipality of 
Brenda, on August 28, 1913, eldest son of the late 
Joseph Vansteeland and Julie Vanrobaeys. He moved 
with his family to Norquay, Saskatchewan at an early 
age, growing up in this area, receiving all of his 
education at Swan School. He farmed with his father 
until his marriage to GABRIELLE MELANIE 
(GAB E) VANBESELAERE (daughter of the late 
Victor Vanbeselaere and Sidonie Beke). She was 
born at Torhout, Belgium on May 15,1912 coming to 
Canada at an early age and settling at Melita where 
she grew up receiving all of her education. She 
moved with her family (during the start of the 
drought) to Norquay, Saskatchewan in 1933 where 
she met Charles Vansteeland. They were married at 
St. Philips, Saskatchewan on October 19,1938. They 
did their farming in the Kamsack and Norquay, Sas
katchewan areas. 

L.-R.: Betty, Darlene, Charlie, Gabe, Lorraine. Garry Vanstee
land at 40th Anniversary. 

In Saskatchewan, a daughter and a son were born; 
LORRAINE MARGARET on August 20, 1939 
and GARRY VICTOR JOSEPH on August 31, 
1944. 

In 1945, they moved back to Manitoba and did 
their farming in the Waskada, Melita, Tilston, 
Napinka, and Pierson districts. 

Back in Manitoba, two more daughters were born 
to them; DARLENE ANN on May 18, 1949 and 
ELIZABETH LOUISE (BETTY) on September 8, 
1950. 

They retired to Melita in 1970. The year 1978 was 
the joyous occasion of the celebration of their 40th 
Wedding Anniversary. Gabe passed away at Brandon 
on April 21, 1980. 

Their daughter, Lorraine, married Robert Blaine 
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(Bob) Jones of Tilston, at Souris on May 9, 1964. 
They have one daughter, Diana Marie who was born 
on July 19, 1968. They live in Melita. 

Garry married Darlene Mae Jones of Tilston on 
December 11, 1965 at Souris. They have a daughter 
Deborah Ann, born on December 12, 1966, and a 
son Garry Darrell, born on April 11, 1968. They 
reside in Pierson. 

Darlene married RONALD ALLAN GOULD of 
Napinka on April 11 , 1970 at Melita. They have two 
sons, Ronald Shann born on February 15, 1971 and 
Carey Lloyd born on July 22, 1973. They farm ten 
miles north of Melita on SE 29-5-26. 

Betty, married Vernon Lloyd Elliott of Napinka, 
on January 24, 1970 at Melita. They have three chil
dren: a son Michael Vernon, born October 8, 1973; a 
daughter, Karla Marie born on August 24, 1976; and 
a son Rodney Derek born on May 13, 1980. 

Vercaigne, Jack 
JACK is the son of Jack and Mary (Geldof) Ver

caigne of Deloraine. He moved to the Melita area 
from Deloraine in 1955 to farm land owned by Firmin 
and Mary Lepoudre. During the first winters he 
worked with the oil industry at Virden, farm employ
ment and carpenter work with his father. 

In 1959 he married MARGARET GRAHAM, 
daughter of Gordon and Kathleen (James) Graham of 
Carman who taught at Mons School in the Deloraine 
area for three years. 

They bought their farm in 1962 and two years 
later Jack and his father, Joe, built a new home there. 
Jack served on the local hospital board for several 
years and on the Sacred Heart Parish Council. 
Through the years he has enjoyed singing at various 
functions. Margaret's interests centre on family, 
friends, and the community with school involve
ments being a priority. 

Their five children, DONNA, DALE, GLENN, 
ROCHELLE, and JOE, all attended Melita school 
with outside interests including 4-H, music and 
hockey. 

Veselovsky, Ben 
BEN was raised on a farm in the Swan River 

Valley and attended Minitonas High School and the 
University of Manitoba where he obtained Bachelor 
of Science and Bachelor of Education degrees. From 
1966 to 1973, he was principal of Kelwood Collegiate 
where he met and married a Kelwood teacher, JOAN 
McMECHAN, daughter of Bill and Sylvia 
McMechan of Deloraine. Joan was educated in Delo
raine and received her teacher training and her Bach
elor of Arts from Brandon University. 

From 1973 to 1975, Ben and Joan travelled to the 



Orient and the South Pacific; they taught in Australia 
for one year. 

In 1975, they settled in Melita where Ben is 
presently vice-principal; Joan travels daily to Reston 
where she teaches in Reston Elementary School. 

Ben and Joan both enjoy golf and Ben is an avid 
tennis and badminton player. They belong to the local 
Kinsmen-Kinette Clubs. 

Vrooman, Keith 
KEITH is the son of Thomas Elsworth and Etta 

Evelyna Vrooman of Belmont. DOROTHY is the 
daughter of Abraham Asquith and Mary Esther Ar
ran of Glenboro, Manitoba. 

Keith and Dorothy Vrooman, with their children 
CALVIN, GLEN, and CONNIE moved to Melita 
from Holland, Manitoba in September of 1972. Keith 
was employed with a major oil company at that time 
and Dorothy, a hairdresser, operated "Dots Beauty 
Nook" . 

In 1976, the family moved to Moose Jaw, Sas
katchewan and remained there until April of 1979, 
when they returned to Melita. 

In July of 1980, Calvin, the elder son, married 
MARCIA MURRAY of Melita, and presently re
side in Brandon. 

At the time of writing, Keith manages the Melita 
branch of the Virden Credit Union and Dorothy oper
ates her salon. Connie and Glen are attending junior 
and senior high school respectively, at Melita. 

Walker, Douglas 
DOUG is the son of Elizabeth and George Walker 

of Plumas, Manitoba. He married ROBERTA 
WILLIAMS, daughter of Owen and Daisy, on June 
27, 1957. Doug worked at Cobb Motors as an auto 

Darryll, Valerie, Kathy, Roberta and Doug Walker in 1979. 
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body mechanic until 1978, when he went into busi
ness for himself. 

There were three children born to this union: 
KATHRYN, December 19,1957; VALERIE, Janu
ary 24, 1960 and DARRELL, September 22,1961. 

Kathryn married Glen Forbes on October 13, 
1979. They have one son Richard Allen, born July 
2, 1982 and they live at Hartney. 

Valerie lives in her own home in Melita, working 
as a hairdresser at the Melita Beauty Salon and as a 
gas jockey at Ev-N-Del. 

Darrell lives at home and works with his dad. 

Doug has lived in the community for 27 years and 
has been a member of the Lions, Elks and the volun
teer fire brigade. Roberta has worked with young 
people through 4-H, minor hockey and bowling. At 
this time she is a volunteer canvasser and representa
tive of the southwest comer of Manitoba for the 
Manitoba Heart Foundation. 

Walker, James 
MR. JAMES WALKER and oldest son Frank 

travelled to the west from Bruce County, Tara, On
tario with three horses, their cattle and household 
effects in one stock car in March, 1903. Their first 
stop was at Lauder, when the stock was unloaded for 
exercise, then on to Melita where they remained. 
Frank, then 14, rode one horse and led the other two 
and proceeded to try to find the farm where they were 
to locate temporarily (NW 27-3-27). Mrs. Walker 
and the two younger children had arrived ahead of 
them and were staying with relatives, Mr. and Mrs. 1. 
McKinnon. The following spring they took over the 
land, 30-3-27, from William Stratton where they 
remained until their retirement to the village of Elva. 

James Walker was active in the Methodist Church 
and Lo.O.F. lodge. Mrs. Walker, formerly ELLEN 
NEWMAN, was active in all the women's organiza
tions of church and community and was an accom
plished seamstress. Their home was the location for 
many community events such as picnics and skating 
parties. 

Their children were ADAM FRANCIS, 
HARRY and IRENE. Adam Francis married LEAH 
BIRD. Harry married JENNIE McLURE and Irene 
became the wife of ANDREW CRAWFORD who 
operated the general store for many years. Harry 
emigrated to Pontiac, Michigan with his wife and 
young family in 1925. 

James Walker died in 1926 and Mrs. Walker later 
married James Cox of Minitonas and passed away in 
1960. 



Walker, Adam Francis (Frank) 
ADAM FRANCIS WALKER and LEAH G. 

BIRD (see Bird, W. H.) were married at the home of 
the bride's parents, Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Bird, March 
26, 1913. They spent the first ten years of their 
marriage at Carievale, Saskatchewan where they 
farmed for eight years, then operated an implement 
business until 1923 . At that time they returned to take 
over the home farm of James Walker north of Elva. 
Three children, Norman, Mildred and Ruth were 
born at Carievale and the two oldest attended school 
there. Two more sons, Allan and Jim, born at Elva, 
completed the family. 

L.-R.: Jim, Mildred, Frank, Leah, Ruth, Norman, Allan (in 
back) Walker 1958. 

Frank and Leah were active in both the Belfry 
School District and the Elva community where they 
contributed much to the work of the Methodist and 
later the Elva United Church, L0.0.F. lodge, Re
bekahs and Women's Institute. Leah's contribution to 
all events as organist, pianist and choir leader gave 
her much enjoyment. Frank was proud to be one of 
the lodge members who sponsored the Chautauquas 
and also the building of the Elva community hall 
which served as the social centre for all the commu
nities in the area. Leah spent many happy hours 
accompanying the volunteer orchestras for dancing 
following whist drives and entertainment provided 
during the depression years. These social events did 
much to lighten the hearts of all during those trying 
times. The fowl suppers and anniversary services of 
the church were also highlights of each year. 

Frank spent many hours planting trees and caring 
for them and in later years enjoyed driving out to see 
them in maturity. 

Norman married Vivian Jones of Melita (see 
Norman Walker history). Mildred married Russell 
Lindsay of Shoal Lake (deceased in 1953) and later 
married Wesley Feader of Melita (see Wes Feader 
history). Ruth married Hector Townsend of Melita 
(see Leonard Townsend history). Allan married 
Helen Watson of Melita. Jim married Melba Ross of 
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Melita. They live in Lethbridge and have two chil
dren, Ross and Terry Lynn. Norman passed away in 
1973 and Allan in 1982. 

Frank and Leah retired to Melita in 1948 and 
celebrated ther 66th Wedding Anniversary before 
Leah's death in 1980. Her last year was spent in the 
Personal Care Home. Frank took up residence in the 
Melita Lodge and passed away in September 1981. 

Walker, Norman Wilmot 
Norman married Vivian Jones, daughter of John 

Marshall and Margaret Ellen, on October 12, 1943. 
They lived in the Jones' residence, this property 
being passed to Vivian at the death of her father and 
remained so until sold to Chuck and Doreen Lund in 
1978 when Vivian moved to Victoria. She was mar
ried to William F. Stone of Victoria in December 
1980. 

Norman and Vivian operated a successful meat 
business "Melita Meat Market" in the "Cro Block" 
directly north of the old Sun Cafe from 1946 until 
1953 when they bought out the Melita Quick Freeze 
from Art Rourke and R. Ramsey. Later on groceries 
were added and business thrived to the point of there 
not being enough room for the meat processing, so a 
modern new plant was built at the corner of Highways 
3 and 83 in 1967, under the name of "Souris Valley 
Processors Ltd." Melita Quick Freeze remained in
tact, only the processing having been removed, and 
continued as a thriving business until sold to Burt 
Hicks in October 1973. Souris Valley Processors was 
and still is a busy industry and remains in the Walker 
family under the able management of Robert F. 
Walker, Bob being the elder son of Norman and 
Vivian. 

Norman and Vivian were very active and inter
ested in the affairs of the community, being members 
of the United Church, its choir and the various organ
izations of the church and town. Thirty most enjoy
able years of marriage were spent with family, 
friends and community in Melita before the death of 
Norman on November 4, 1973 at the age of 59. 

Four children were born to this union, three boys 
and one girl. 

James Laurence Walker born June 23, 1950 and 
died December 4 the same same. 

Judith Ann was born May 18, 1953, completed 
her schooling in Melita and received a degree in 
Physical Education from the University of Leth
bridge, Alberta. She accepted a coaching position at 
the University of Sackville, New Brunswick and then 
joined the R.C.M.P. After putting in three months at 
the Montreal Olympics in 1976 she was posted to 
Campbell River, British Columbia and remained in 
the Force until 1981. She is still working and enjoying 



living in Campbell River. On April 2, 1983 she mar
ried Richard Lindsay McFarlane of Campbell River. 

Robert Francis and David Marshall Walker's 
histories follow. 

Walker, Robert Francis (Bob) 
Bob was born on February 28, 1946. He com

pleted his public school and high school in Melita, 
his B.A. and a degree in Education from Brandon. 
He taught high school in Miami, Manitoba before 
returning to Melita to the family business. Bob was 
married to Barbara Ann McLeod of McCreary on 
May 31, 1969. They have one son, Michael James, 
living with his father in Melita. Bob is most active in 
the affairs of the town and its organizations. 

Walker, David Marshall 
David was born on November 18, 1948 in Melita. 

He received his education in Melita and Assiniboine 
Community College in Brandon, later apprenticing 
with Russell's Electric in Melita. He was married on 
September 4, 1970 to Christina Lynn Eyres of Win
nipeg and in March 1974 they moved to Calgary and 
have made their home there. They have one daughter 
Jane Eyres Walker. 

Wark, John Frederick 
JOHN was born in 1902, one of eight sons born to 

Fred and Mary Wark of Minto, Manitoba. His father 
died when he was 10 years old. For a few years as a 
young man, he helped with the family farm. 

In 1928 John married MARY ANN GLADUE of 
Killarney. After their marriage, he drove a horse 
grader for the Highways Department until 1936 when 
they moved into Boissevain where John was em
ployed by Hammond Transfer. In 1940 John and 
Mary Ann moved their family to Melita where John 
was employed by Wilson's Transfer. 

He became employed by the Department of 
Highways again in 1944 and served in both Melita 

L.-R., Back: Roy Ross, Fred and Anna Wark, Darlene and 
John Wark, Rolly Fox. Front: Kay Ross, John, Mary Ann Wark, 
Betty Fox at 50th Anniversary in 1978. 
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and Ninette until his retirement in 1969 back at 
Melita. 

John and Mary Ann celebrated their 50th Wed
ding Anniversary in 1978. John died the following 
year at age 76. Mary Ann continues to live in Melita. 

Their children are: 
KATHLEEN MARION born in 1930 and mar

ried to ROY ROSS (see Arthur Leroy Ross history). 
FREDERICK CLAUDE born in 1932. (see sep

arate history) 
BETTY LOU born in 1937 and married to Rolly 

Fox of Winnipeg in 1956. They and their family are 
residents of Port Coquitlam, British Columbia. Their 
children are: Frederick Murray born in 1957 and 
married Theresa Lundquist in 1981. Terrance 
Stanley born in 1960 was stricken with cancer and 
lost his leg in 1977. He began his Marathon of Hope 
run from Newfoundland across Canada, in April 
1981, raising money for cancer. He was stricken 
again in Thunder Bay and succumbed to the killer 
disease on June 28, 1981, one mvnth before his 23rd 
birthday. He raised millions of dollars for cancer 
research and died a national hero, a symbol of cour
age and hope for cancer patients. Darryl Blake born 
1962 is a student at Simon Fraser University in Van
couver. Judith Kathleen born 1966 is a Grade XI 
student in Port Coquitlam. 

JOHN STANLEY born in 1941, married 
DARLENE McKAGUE of Melita in 1969. He 
served with the Canadian Armed forces until 1982 
and continued to work as a civilian since his retire
ment. Their children are: Jeffrey, Carla, Carrie
Jean and John Kevin who are all students at Wain
wright, Alberta where they make their home. 

NORMA JEAN born in 1950 passed away as a 
result of a car accident in Vancouver, British Colum
bia where she was employed, in 1973. 

Wark, Frederick Claude 
FRED was born July 21, 1932 at Boissevain and 

moved to Melita with his parents John Frederick and 
Mary Ann Wark in 1940. He resided in Melita and 
attended Melita school until 1950. He was very active 
in sports, baseball and especially hockey. 

Fred started working for the Manitoba Telephone 
System in the fall of 1951 and is presently working in 
the Selkirk office. He married Anna Benedictson of 
Riverton, Manitoba June 4, 1955. 

Their children are: Thomas Frederick born 
March 26, 1956, Erin Gail Valdine born May 23, 
1957, Wendy Ann Christine born September 8, 
1963, Lyle-Lynn born March 6, 1965 and Sherry 
Lee born January 10, 1967. 

Tom married Kathy Forgala of Selkirk, October 
8,1977. He is employed by the Manitoba Telephone 



System at Pine Falls and their home is located at 
Powerview. Kathy is employed in the Local Govern
ment District office of St. George. 

Erin married Greg Saluk of East Selkirk on De
cember 6, 1975. She is a Medical Laboratory Tech
nologist and is presently employed at the Selkirk 
Medical Clinic. Greg is a Programmer Analyst and is 
employed at Versatile Farm Equipment, Winnipeg. 
They have a daughter Cara Lynn born June 4, 1976. 

Wendy is presently enrolled in first year Medical 
Laboratory Technology at the Red River Community 
College and will complete her course next year at the 
St. Boniface Hospital. 

Lyle is a student at the Selkirk Regional Com
prehensive school and is majoring in Cosmetology. 
She will complete her education in 1983. 

Sherry is in Grade IX, going to the Selkirk Re
gional Comprehensive school this fall, 1982, and is 
majoring in science. 

Warren, Charles 
CHARLES was born in Winnipeg in 1873 and 

married AGNES HUSTON GIBB, who was born in 
Melbourne, Australia on June 8, 1884 (while the 
family was there on a visit). Her family was actually 
from Belfast, Ireland. The Warrens moved from 
Winnipeg to Elva where they kept the boarding 
house. Charles worked on farms. Then they moved 
to Melita where he got a job as night watchman at the 
mill. 

Agnes helped out when a new baby was expected 
and was always willing to go at a moment's notice 
and would stay for several days to help out. 

AGNES GIBB was born September 19,1905 and 
she has one brother JAMES A. (CHUCK) born June 
5, 1923. Agnes married GIDEON MOORE JR. 
(see Gid Moore history). 

Charles passed away in March 1944 and Agnes 
passed away February 9, 1946. 

Warsaba, Frank 
FRANK and RAMONA were married in Kil

larney on August 11, 1951. Frank is the son of the late 
Fred and Nettie Warsaba of Lake Francis, Manitoba. 
Ramona is the daughter of the late Charley and Myr
tle Hicks of Brandon. 

Frank and Ramona lived in Deloraine and 
Waskada before moving to Melita in 1959. Frank was 
the John Deere implement dealer for 28 years. He 
recently sold the agency and is now working for the 
new manager as salesman. They had two sons: KEN 
born in 1954 and RON born in 1958. 

Ron graduated from Manitoba University Faculty 
of Law in May, 1982. He married Trish Ferguson 
October 2, 1982. Trish is the daughter of Ross and 

777 

L-R.: Frank, Ramona, Marcia, Lorna, Ken. Seated: Trish and 
Ron Warsaba in 1982 (insert) Debra. 

Joan Ferguson of Ninga, Manitoba. Both are practic
ing law in Regina. 

Frank has been very active in the community, 
being on the Town Council for 14 years, involved in 
curling, golf, Lion's club and the Chamber of Com
merce. Ramona is an active member of the United 
Church, Rebekah Lodge and the Art club. 

Warsaba, Kenneth 
KEN took his schooling in Melita and after com

pleting high school he went to work as a partsman in 
the John Deere implement dealership in Melita. 

On October 18, 1975 he married LORNA VAN
BESELAERE (daughter of Albert and Georgette). 
Ken and Lorna have two daughters, Marcia Dawn 
born August 15, 1978 and Debra Lynn born Febru
ary 12, 1981. 

Watson, Don 
DON was born May 2, 1943 at Napinka, the son 

of Harry and Evelyn Watson. He has a twin sister, 
Betty, married to Hugh Tribe of Chater and living in 
Winnipeg and a brother Ronald of Virden. 

Don received all his education at Napinka and 
enjoyed golfing, hunting and curling with the family. 
He worked on the CPR at various points in Manitoba 
and Saskatchewan and for the New Era in Melita. 

On April 5, 1969 Don and LINDA GANNON 
were married in Melita and moved to Calgary where 
they have resided since. Don is presently employed 
as supervisor/manager for North Hill News Ltd. 

Linda (Gannon) Watson was born at Melita on 
September 18, 1948, the second daughter and third 
child of Allan and Olive Gannon. She started school 
in Medora. The family moved to Deloraine in 1955 
and she received the remainder of her education there 
except for the final year when she attended St. 
Michael's Academy in Brandon. 



Linda worked one year in the New Era office and 
in 1967 moved to Calgary with her parents. There she 
worked for an insurance agency. She married Don 
Watson of Napinka, April 5, 1969. 

In 1974 Linda retired to become a housewife and 
mother. Linda and Don have two boys, ANDREW 
HEATH born March 5, 1974 and CHRISTOPHER 
LLOYD born September 19, 1977. (Linda's special 
birthday blessing!) Linda recently returned to the 
work force and once again in the insurance industry. 
They all keep busy and enjoy the Stampede city. 

Watson, Thomas 
THOMAS WATSON was born in 1880 in 

Christchurch, Upwell, England. He arrived in the 
U.S.A. in 1898 by working his passage over on a 
cattle boat. He spent a number of years on a Montana 
ranch as a cowboy before corning to Canada. He 
arrived at Waskada in 1907 and spent three years on 
the farm with F. Smart and family. 

In 1910 Thomas decided to branch into farming 
for himself. The next year he married MABEL 
OLIVER, daughter of Frank and Elizabeth Oliver of 
Melita. They farmed in the Arthur Municipality until 
1914. That fall they moved to Saskatchewan and 
bought land in the Fern district, four and one-half 
miles southeast of Storthoaks. 

Torn joined the 181 Battalion, Canadian Expedi
tionary Forces and served for three years, returning 
in March 1919. While he was overseas Mabel and her 
brother Joe managed the family farm. 

Torn and Mabel had fourteen children, all of 
whom are still living at this writing. 

WALTER and his wife Gladys, retired farmers at 
Portage la Prairie, family of three. 

WILLIAM and his wife Elsie, retired ship 
builders of Victoria, have one son. 

JACK interior decorator, and his wife Gerry of 
Vancouver have three sons. 

HERB, stationary engineer, and his wife 
Davena, (deceased in 1982) of Vancouver raised a 
family of four. 

EDITH and her husband George Dawson, re
tired, of Los Angeles, California have three children. 

GEORGE, exterior decorator, and his wife Sue 
of Port Alberni, British Columbia have a family of 
four children. 

EVELYN and her husband Isaac Ginter, retired 
mechanic of Portage la Prairie, family of two. 

DOROTHY and her husband Reg Saunders, re
tired bank manager, of Lethbridge, have two chil
dren. 

IRENE (Ms. Bergen) of Stettler, Alberta has one 
son. 
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FRED, a carpenter, and his wife Faye, of Van
couver (see separate history). 

GLADYS and her husband Orval Parker, an im
plement dealer of Kamloops, British Columbia have 
nine children. 

HELEN and her husband Allan Walker (de
ceased in 1982), was a proprietor of a meat processing 
plant, of Stettler, Alberta are the parents of five 
children. 

KAY (Ms. Letendre) of Stettler, Alberta has a 
family of five. 

JEAN and her husband Lome Bray, a store
keeper of a potash mine at Saskatoon have a family of 
three sons. 

The elder children attended Fern school, north of 
Gainsborough until the family moved to High Bluff, 
Manitoba in 1934. The drought and depression of 
"The Dirty Thirties" forced them to look for greener 
pastures. While baling straw in the Portage la Prairie 
area, Torn rented land three miles north of High Bluff 
and moved shortly after. They farmed there until 
March 1945, then purchased a farm at Melita. III 
health forced retirement in 1948. 

In the early 1960's Torn and Mabel moved to 
Portage la Prairie and made their horne with their 
daughter Evelyn and son-in-law Isaac Ginter. Mabel 
passed away in December 1968, age 73. Torn passed 
away in April 1970 age 89. 

Mabel was always ready and willing to help a 
neighbor or friend in time of sickness and need. 
Mabel and Torn have left a legacy of love that will 
long be remembered by those who knew them well. 

A family reunion was held at Kamloops in 1980 
when 125 descendants gathered at the horne of 
Gladys and Orval Parker. 

Watson, Fred 
FRED was born in Storthoaks, Saskatchewan on 

February 18, 1927, the youngest son of Torn and 
Mabel Watson. He started school at Fern school and 
continued his education at High Bluff just north of 
Portage la Prairie. In 1945 he moved with his parents 
to Melita and they lived on a farm about one-half 
mile south of Browns School until his parents retired 
to Melita. There they lived in a house straight west of 
Melita school (now the museum). 

In 1949 Fred married FAYE COATES, daughter 
of John and Hazel, and they lived in Melita where 
Fred was employed as a carpenter by Jim Anderson. 
He was on the job when the last Browns school was 
built. 

Fred and Faye have three children. Tom was born 
in Melita on April 7 , 1952 in Mrs. Tamblyn's nursing 
horne. Sherry was born in Deloraine on May 22, 
1953. In the spring of 1954 Fred and Faye moved to 



Vancouver where the youngest daughter Carole was 
born on July 24, 1954. 

All three children are married. On January 10, 
1976 Tom, a pharmacist at Royal Columbian Hospi
tal in New Westminster, married Karen McKie, a 
registered nurse who also works there. They have 
two children, Michael born November 26, 1980 and 
daughter Shannon born June 30, 1982. They reside 
in Delta, British Columbia. 

On November 12, 1976 Sherry, an insurance 
claims adjuster, married Vern Yastremski, the man
ager of a tow truck company in Burnaby, who hails 
from Kamsack, Saskatchewan. They have one son 
Carl born on August 13, 1981 and they reside in 
Burnaby, British Columbia. 

On August 13, 1977, Carole, an assistant man
ager in an insurance office, married Stephen Milner, 
a tow truck driver whose home is Amherst, Nova 
Scotia. They live in New Westminster. 

Fred and Faye live in Vancouver where he con
tinues to work as a carpenter. Faye has been teaching 
kindergarten there for 22 years. She enjoys her kin
dergarten children but memories of the "olden days" 
of the country school will always have a special place 
in her heart. 

Webb, Raymond James 
by Aileen Webb (Dobbyn) 

RAYMOND JAMES was born in Constantino
ple, Turkey on December 22, 1884, of English and 
Scottish parents. His father, James Raymond Webb 
was employed by the British Embassy. Due to the 
death of his father, his mother took him back to 
England at age three, where she died when he was 12. 
His uncle, a sea captain, took him around the world 
when he was 14 and this same uncle apprenticed him 
to serve on a ship when he was 16. 

When dad was 19 he deserted the ship in Liver
pool and came to Canada on another ship. He worked 
at Souris, Manitou and Brandon. In Brandon he lived 
with a family named Bruce. The Bruces' moved to 
Napinka and, as dad became ill, he moved to 
Napinka and again lived with the George Bruces'. 

After his health improved he had a "Gents fur
nishing Store" (mens clothing) and later sold "Gro
ceries and Confectionary" at Napinka. 

On October 20, 1920 he and EVA MAY 
HOPKINS GOULD were married in Brandon. She 
was the widow of Allan Gould and had one daughter 
NELLIE. Mother, Nellie and our grandmother Mrs. 
Hopkins, already owned and were living in the stone 
house now owned by George and Elma Holden. I was 
born in this house, March 3, 1923 and my brother 
JACK, in New Westminster, British Columbia in 
November 1924, where we lived for a year. 
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All of us received our schooling at Napinka. 
Nellie took an art course and a business course in 
Winnipeg where she lived and worked for several 
years. She was married in Winnipeg and now lives in 
Surrey, British Columbia with-her husband Pierre 
LeGouargner. 

Jack joined the navy when he was eighteen, re
turning to Napinka after the war. He married Gladys 
Hoffman of Langenburg, Saskatchewan in 1951 and 
they have three children. Randall is with the Fish
eries Branch in British Columbia and is married with 
one child. Trudy is a nurse in Regina General Hospi
tal and Kerry is working for an oil company in 
Calgary. Jack and Gladys live in Winnipeg where 
Tack is employed by the government. 

I, AILEEN, worked for dad in the store until I 
was married to Fred Dobbyn on October 20, 1947. 
(see Fred Dobbyn history) 

"R.J." as dad was known, sold insurance and did 
the legal work of the people of Napinka, writing their 
wills, deeds, transfers etc. He was secretary-trea
surer of the Napinka school board for twenty years. 

Mother died after a long illness of cancer in 
February 1940. Dad continued to operated the store 
until the fifties, living in Napinka after he retired. He 
moved to Grande Prairie in 1966 to be near us. He 
died suddenly in June 1968 and is buried here. 

Westcott, Harry 
HARRY WESTCOTT, half brother of George 

Yeo, came to Melita from Devonshire, England in 
1906. He worked on farms in the vicinity of Melita, 
until he joined the 222 battalion in Melita 1915-1916. 
Overseas, he saw service at Passchendaele and area. 
At the close of World War I he married Miss ANNIE 
CANN in England, before returning to Canada. He 
worked for various farmers, finally renting the farm 
of Dr. Leslie (veterinarian) in the Chesterfield dis
trict. Harry and Annie and family of three; NANCY, 
MYRTLE JOYCE, and ELSIE were well known in 
Melita. The family moved to Hamilton, Ontario, in 
the early thirties where Harry and Annie passed 
away. 

White, Frederick C. 
FRED and ELIZA (LILA) WHITE came to Can

ada from Sudbury, Suffolk, England in 1911. They 
brought with them their daughter IVY, who was two 
years old. The two oldest daughters had passed away 
in England. 

They came to the Elva district and worked as a 
married couple for Mr. and Mrs. Ingram, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ed Hutchings, Mr. and Mrs. Joe Hume, later 
farming for themselves on SW 18-3-27. 



Mr. and Mrs. Fred White, Ivy and Charlie. 

In 1914 their only son CHARLES was born on 
this farm one mile south of Elva. 

In 1921 they suffered great loss when their daugh
ter Ivy died from the after effects of diphtheria. 

Fred began working for the Canadian Pacific 
Railway moving into Elva in 1926 and continued 
with them until his retirement. 

Mr. and Mrs. White celebrated their 60th Anni
versary. 

Fred lived at Pierson with his son from that time 
on and lived to be 103 years old. Mr. and Mrs. White 
are both buried in Melita Cemetery. 

White, Charles 
CHARLES WHITE was the son of Mr. and 

Mrs. Fred White. He grew up in the Elva district, 
educated in Elva school. 

On April 17, 1937 he married LILLIAN 
STAINTHORPE, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George 
Stainthorpe of Elva and they farmed in the Elva 
district on the Hutchings farm, where Mrs. Ken 
Bailey now lives. 

Lillian died on April 17, 1940 and at that time 
Charles moved to Pierson, SE 24-3-29, the Arthur 
Cooper place where he farmed successfully. 
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In 1950 he married FLORENCE THOMPSON, 
then a telephone operator in Melita. Florence was the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James Thompson of Pier
son. She was born on NW 3-6-29 and attended Eu
nola School. They have four children: Deborah who 
runs the home farm; Stanley, who works in British 
Columbia; Douglas, married to Lynn Barsness, they 
have one son Devin Alan born August 9, 1982 and 
live in Brandon; Ross, married to Kathy Reddaway 
lives in Brandon also. They have two sons, Kelly 
James and Steven Ashley. 

Charlie and Florence retired in 1979 and now live 
in the new development of Melita at 2 Murray Cres
cent. 

White, Larry McLaren 
LARRY and MARIAN WHITE each have roots 

in this area since the late 1800's. Larry's father, 
George, came west with his parents in 1883, travel
ling with their settlers' effects and one cow, by train, 
then team and wagon to their homestead at Lyleton. 
In 1901, George married Elizabeth McLaren, a 
teacher at Copely School, who had come to the 
Virden district from Ontario in the 1880's. Three sons 
were born. Gordon, married Elsie Boyle and farmed 
until his retirement, on the home farm; Harvey and 
Larry were born December 3, 1911. Larry still re
members his first days at school in a Buster Brown 
suit and the teasing he endured. He completed his 
education at Lyleton and in 1938 married Marian 
Freeman Shaw of Gainsborough, Saskatchewan. 

Marian's father, Frederick Shaw came from Mill
brook, Ontario with his parents, to a homestead, 
south of Gainsborough in 1896. In 1914 he married 
Nina Freeman, who with her sister, had bravely left 
their home in Nova Scotia about 1908 on a harvest 
excursion train to face the rigors of teaching school in 
Saskatchewan. Their first child Marian, was born on 
December 30, 1916. Marian, her sister and brothers 
went to school by horse and buggy or horse and 
cutter. No warm buses then! In 1934 after she had 
completed grade twelve her father sold his best team 
of horses for $75 so that she could attend Normal 
School at Regina, where she worked for her board 
and room. After graduating, she was accepted as a 
teacher for Silverton school north of Camduff at a 
salary of $400 for the year. Her first cheque was for 
$15, in October, being the remainder of the govern
ment grant after the winter's fuel had been purchased 
for the school. For her three years of teaching Marian 
received approximately $600 in cash and the rest in 
promissory notes. One of Larry's jokes is that he 
married Marian for her money. He certainly didn't 
have much cash in 1938 when his share from 160 



acres of rye was only two thirds of the 21 cents a 
bushel price! 

It was a "start from scratch" for the newlyweds 
with an old John Deere tractor and a cow from 
Larry's Dad and a team of horses from Marian's 
folks. 

Horses, cattle, pigs, chickens and turkeys were 
raised and sold as well as grain and slowly machinery 
and necessities for the house and family were ac
quired. What a sense of pride when the sale of 
dressed turkeys one fall meant the purchase of a 
second-hand treadle sewing machine! For the next 
ten years, most of the children's clothes were sewn on 
that machine. Pillow cases, tea towels and aprons 
were made from flour sacks, and endless pairs of 
overalls were patched and repatched; also the under
wear worn beneath. 

L.-R.: Beth, Don, Wayne, Dianne. Seated: Larry and Marion 
White in 1956. 

Four children were born: DONALD RICHARD 
at Westhope, North Dakota on September 18, 1939; 
HELEN DIANNE at Deloraine Hospital, March 31, 
1943; WAYNE ROBERT at Chilliwack, British Co
lumbia on January 8, 1947; and ELIZABETH 
MARIAN at Deloraine, February 22, 1948. The 
children have happy memories of the farm on the 
bank of the South Antler Creek, the excitement of the 
first oil well drilled in Manitoba practically in their 
farmyard, their school days and sports, community 
and church events. 

In the spring of 1955, when Melita voted in 
favour of water and sewer for the town, Larry and 
Marian were the first to purchase a lot (from K. C. 
Cobb) and a house was erected that summer (at 46 
Elm St.). The move from the farm was made in 
November and although the sewer system was in use, 
water was delivered to the house by Mr. P. Loucks 
and ice blocks were melted for wash water all that 
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first winter. Needless to say, the once a week bath 
water was used by the littlest one up! 

Larry purchased the William McLure farm; 
16-3-27, in 1963 and in the ensuing years added other 
"quarters" along 83 Highway to make a profitable 
grain farm. 

Donald finished his schooling at Melita and went 
on to the Universities of Manitoba and North Dakota, 
graduating in Engineering in 1963. He worked on the 
Missile programme in Los Angeles, then in aircraft 
construction at Buffalo, New York, where in 1970 he 
married Louise Petricca. They have one daughter, 
Michele Ann, born in August 1973. Don has his own 
business and as a hobby is active in the Experimental 
Aircraft Association of America. 

Dianne completed her school grades at Melita in 
1960 and graduated with Degrees in Arts and Educa
tion from the University of Manitoba. She was mar
ried in 1963 to KEITH COOPER and they both 
taught school at Morden for several years. Keith was 
born and received his early education in Saskatche
wan. He graduated with a B.A. degree from United 
College in 1951 and taught at Grandview and Bienfeit 
before accepting a position on the Melita Collegiate 
staff. During the four years he was at Melita, the last 
two as Principal, Keith took an active part in the 
school sports and was M. C. for the community musi
cal concerts. In 1966, Keith and Dianne moved to 
Minnedosa where Keith was Superintendent of Roll
ing River Division. He accepted the same position 
with the Winnipeg # 1 Division in 1971. He is now 
Director of the Children's Home of Winnipeg. Di
anne and Keith have three daughters, Gerri (1966), 
Jill (1969), and Thida (1971). They live in Wildwood 
Park, Winnipeg. 

After high school, Wayne, along with eight of his 
classmates who graduated in 1964, went on to Uni
versity and in 1968 he received his Bachelor of Sci
ence Degree in Agriculture. He had several jobs but 
decided farming was his interest and in 1969 he and 
his father went into partnership. In 1974 he and FAYE 
THOMPSON (Bachelor of Science in Nursing Edu
cation, 1974) of Goodlands, were married. They live 
on the farm and have two daughters. Jessica Leanne 
was born on July 7, 1979 and Meghan Lindsay on 
August 14, 1981. 

Along with her school work, Beth completed 
seven years in 4-H, graduated from C.G.I.T., 
worked at the theatre and as a car-hop at Ev-n-Del's. 
She earned her Bachelor of Arts in 1969 and her 
Master's in Social Work from Dalhousie University 
in Halifax in 1973. In 1978 she married Brian Cham
berlain and their son Patrick was born in 1979. They 
live in Prince George B. C. 

Larry still likes to "help out at the farm" and in 



his leisure hours he is at the golf course. He was one 
of the charter members when the Golf Club was 
reorganized in 1958 and served as president for sev
eral years after the departure of Dr. Walters. He held 
offices on the church and school boards for many 
years, was active in the Farmer's Union, Manitoba 
Pool Elevator Association, the Souris River Flood 
Association and the Curling Club. 

Marian has been a member of the United Church 
Missionary Society, the Womens Federation and the 
U.C.W. since 1940 and served in various elected 
offices. She taught at Sunday School, was a C.G.I.T. 
leader and delegate to Presbytery for six years. For 15 
years she was a member of the Ladies Curling Club 
and has been on the executive of the Ladies Golf Club 
since it's inception in 1958. For the last number of 
years she has been on the Antler River Historical 
Society Board. 

Larry and Marian now spend the winter months 
at their mobile home in Pine to Palm Park, Weslaco, 
Texas. 

Whitley, Joseph 
T. M. Whitley 

JOSEPH WHITLEY, one of the earliest pioneers 
of the Chesterfield district, was the youngest son of 
Thomas and Elizabeth (McBrien) Whitley, who had 
emigrated from Ireland to Londesborough, Ontario. 
He had two brothers and one sister. He had worked 
with his brother, William, who was a contractor. The 
carpenter experience served him well when he later 
arrived on the prairies. 

He set out for the West in 1881 and worked for 
some months at Fargo, North Dakota, as a carpenter, 
before returning to his home at Londesborough. He 
came west again in 1882 and worked at Winnipeg and 
Brandon. Along with friends, George Rose and Jack 
MacKenzie, he made a trip to the Turtle Mountain 
and Deloraine area. He tried homesteading at Ninga 
until May 1883 and then returned to Brandon where 
he worked for a farmer and assisted Mother's par
ents, Steve and Fanny McLean, to move their house
hold effects to Old Milford, a settlement near 
Glenboro, Manitoba. In the spring of 1884 he set out 
from Brandon on horseback for the southwest part of 
Manitoba in the hope of finding suitable land for a 
homestead. He had to cross the partially frozen 
Souris River. The ice had to be broken to permit the 
horse to swim across the river while he walked on the 
ice along side. Along the way he tested the soil at 
various places and eventually found land to his liking 
on 14-3-26. He arranged for his homestead and was 
able to get ten acres of land broken that year. He was 
also able to erect a small sod shanty. 

That fall, he married SARAH JANE McLEAN 
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who had come to Brandon with her parents in 1883. 
At that time, the McLeans were operating a hotel 
where the Brandon Court House is now located. On 
December 14, 1884, the young couple went to their 
new home on his homestead. 

Many were the hardships they encountered dur
ing those early years. Their first crop (in 1885) was 
destroyed by hail and the 1886 crop was frozen. New 
seed had to be obtained for their crop in 1887 which 
fortunately was a good one. Old Deloraine, 20 miles 
to the east was their closest town. Dad made 23 trips 
by team and sleigh to Deloraine that winter and took 
grain to the mill there on all trips except one. 

Prairie fires were prevalent. Mother told of one 
that crossed their land. She was alone and just had 
time to rush out and untie the two cows that were 
tethered and then stood with her skirt pulled tight 
around her until the fire swept by. Another disaster 
struck their small home in 1898. By this time, part of 
the house had been moved half a mile north and 
enlarged. Mother was sitting in a chair in front of the 
kitchen stove with baby Russell on her knee and the 
family cat at her feet. Dad was not at home. An 
electric storm was in progress. Suddenly a bolt of 
lightning struck the home. Mother was knocked un
conscious. The cat was killed - its fur was singed 
from head to taiL The chimney was knocked off the 
roof, the stove pipes knocked down and the bread, 
baking in the oven was blown out. The cat apparently 
saved Mother's life. 

Times improved. The south half of 23-3-26 was 
acquired making a section and a half altogether. As 
they grew older, the boys assisted with the farm work 
and eventually did all the tilling of the land. Dad 
raised many fine Clydesdale horses, some of which 
he exhibited at the Melita and Waskada Fairs and at 
Brandon Exhibition. At one time, five, five-horse 
teams were available for work on the fields. Later 
tractors were used. He also raised an excellent herd of 
Hereford cattle. 

Dad was a hard taskmaster and saw to it that all 
his children learned to work at an early age and to 
share in the work on the farm. In 1885, Chesterfield 
School District was organized. Here, the children 
received their education up to Grade VIII, although 
the older ones often had to stay at home to do farm 
work. Music played an important role in our family 
life. The piano, violin and other musical instruments 
were available. Dad played the old time fiddle. Mem
bers of the family provided music for community 
dances. 

I would like to pay tribute to Mother and Dad and 
their pioneer neighbours; Kontzies, Drysdales, 
Strachans, Dobbyns, Jennings, Pensons, Browns, 
Vails, Clements and others, who braved the unknown 



to make the Chesterfield District a land of wealth and 
promise for the generations that followed them. 

Joseph and Sarah Whitley had ten children, 
GORDON and EARL died in infancy. 

CHESTER WILLIAM February 28, 1890 -
December 4, 1955. Chester worked on the home 
farm for many years before establishing himself on 
the south half section of 23-3-26 w.p.m. He married 
WINNIFRED YUILL of Melita. 

FLORENCE MAY November 17, 1893 - Feb
ruary 1978. She spent much of her time caring for the 
younger members of the family due to the illness of 
her mother. In March of 1938 she married PERCY 
BROCKINTON. (see Brockinton history) 

OGLE LORNE April 26, 1895 - October 24, 
1958. (Separate history) 

RUSSELL JAMES January 30, 1898. Married 
Mina Kerr of Camduff, Sask. One daughter, Vema 
(Mrs. Douglas Ross). Russell went into business 
with the Beatty Co. in Winnipeg. 

ZELLA July 23,1902 - January 12, 1941. Mar
ried MELBOURNE LOUCKS of Melita. Their 
three daughters - Velma Torgerson, Nina Wattie 
and Lois (died as a young girl). 

GERTRUDE FRANCIS April 18, 1904. Mar
ried GLYNDWR WILLIAMS of Melita and had 
one son Clare. Glyn died in 1944. She married 
Edward Kelly in 1949. 

THOMAS MELVIN Aug. 30, 1906. Married 
Mae Leslie of Elgin, Man. They have three children, 
Ruth (Mrs. James Partridge), Donald and Robert. 
Thomas spent forty-three years in the field of Educa
tion, retiring as Inspector of Schools in 1971. 

ALICE ELVA October 28,1908. Married Lav
ern Herbert of Brandon. They lived at Brandon, 
Quebec City, Brantford, Toronto and Calgary where 
Lavern was with the Y.M.C.A. They had one daugh
ter Jacqueline (Mrs. Jackson Suddath). Jacqueline 
passed away in November 1978. 

Whitley, Ogle Lorne 
by Thelma Whitley 

OGLE was the son of Joseph and Sara Whitley. 
He married THELMA HAY, born in Findlay, Man
itoba in 1911. She was the daughter of George and Ida 
(Brown). George came from New Brunswick and Ida 
from Nova Scotia. 

I grew up in Findlay district and went out to work 
when I was 12. I came to work for Whitley's the 
summer of 1929. I worked off and on for 12 years. 

When we were married we farmed for 17 years in 
the Chesterfield District, on the home farm. 

We had three children: Delmar of Calgary, has 
three children. Muriel Beamish of North Brandon 
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has two children. Kenneth, at Grosse Isle, has two 
girls. 

Ogle died at age 64 in 1958. In 1948 we bought 
the house in Melita where I now live. 

Wickham, Frederick Keeping 
FREDERICK KEEPING WICKHAM was born 

June 9,1851 near Somersetshire, England. He immi
grated to Canada along with three brothers, HARRY, 
JOHN, and RAYMOND (Dick) arriving at Hygate, 
Ontario in 1871. They remained at Hygate for several 
years. While in Ontario Fred married, but his wife 
died, and in the early 1880's Fred and his brother 
Raymond (Dick) came west to Brandon, Manitoba, 
which was known as Tent City at that time. There 
they filed claims; Fred N.E. 24-2-26, Dick S.E. 
24-2-26. 

The trip from Tent City (Brandon) took several 
days by oxen and wagon along with supplies to reach 
the land they were to homestead. This was on June 9, 
1882. They worked together and built a log house and 
covered it with sod to protect themselves from the 
weather, while they worked to break the land and get 
it ready for crop. Dick built his house on S.E. 
24-2-26 and on June 9, 1890 married a Miss Dora 
Harris. They lived on the farm for several years. To 
this union one daughter, ALICE was born. A few 
years later they moved away and Dora Wickham 
died. Several years passed and Alice married and had 
two sons. She died at an early age. Dick then took up 
residence in Boissevain, Manitoba and lived there 
until his death in late June, 1940. 

Fred built his house on N .E. 24-2-26 finishing it 
July 1,1891. The house 12 x 24 was situated just north 
of the house that stands on the farm today. The road 
that leads to the farm yard from the east is part of the 
Old Commission Trail, used by many including 
Bands of Indians moving from the Souris River area 
to the Turtle Mountains. 

Fred acquired N.W. 24-2-26, August 10, 1891. 
The homesteaders had many hardships as they 

took up the land to farm, some being the prairie fires 
which could destroy crop almost ready to harvest, the 
long distances they had to travel to get supplies, their 
wheat had to be taken to Tent City (Brandon) to be 
ground into flour. This took a whole week to make a 
trip and sometimes longer. 

ESTHER ELIZABETH ANN WILLIAMS born 
April 8 , 1865, came to Canada from Bristol, England 
to now Winnipeg and travelled by ox cart to the 
Goodlands area in March, 1886. There she worked 
for a family of Estlin's for six and a half years. 
During this time Lizzie, as she was known, met 
Frederick Keeping Wickham. They were married on 



September 2, 1892, coming to live on 24-2-26 where 
Fred and Lizzie raised their family. Frederick Keep
ing died at the farm on January 16, 1926. To this 
union five children were born; LILLY MATHILDA 
(Lill) born June 7, 1893, FREDERICK WILLIAM 
(Bill) born December 7, 1895, EDWARD JOHN 
(Teddy) born May 1, 1898, died July 16, 1902, 
RICHARD ALFRED (Dick) born May 26,1902, 
JAMES WALTER (Jimmy) born March 13, 1904, 
died November 22, 1921. 

The children went to school at the first Verona 
School and received what education was possible at 
that time. Time soon passed and the family grew up 
and time came to go out on their own. 

Lilly Mathilda met and married John Wesley 
Hinds on February 8, 1911. They lived at Kramer and 
Upham, North Dakota. To this union there were four 
children born; Frederick Francis January 6, 1912, 
died March 6, 1912, Elizabeth Ann January 21, 
1914, Flora Sara August 29, 1922, Albert Henry 
June 7, 1925. The mother of these children, Lilly 
Mathilda Hinds died April 15, 1950. Elizabeth Ann 
Hinds married Arne Thompson on September 30, 
1950. To this union one son was born, Larry 
Leonard, May 10, 1951 and resides at Olympia, 
Washington. Lizzie and Arne moved to Auburn, 
Washington. Arne Thompson died December 31, 
1976. 

Flora Sara married Arthur Pfau on March 29, 
1965. They lived at Upham, North Dakota. Arthur 
Pfau died October 30, 1973; they had no children. 

Albert Henry Hinds married Frankie Gordon Oc
tober 28, 1963, they have no family, and reside at 
Ogden, Kansas. 

John Wesley Hinds died May 2,1966 at Upham, 
North Dakota. 

Wickham, Frederick William Sr. 
BILL remained on the farm to work with his 

father. SARA HUMPHRIES born May 21, 1892 
came to Canada from Belfast, Ireland in May 1912. 
Sara was booked to come to Canada on the ill-fated 
Titanic, but due to her Grandmother's wishes can
celled her voyage three days before the Titanic sailed; 
she came three weeks later. Sara Humphries went to 
work for a family in the Deloraine area, a Mr. and 
Mrs. Len Sawyer. During this time Sara met Bill 
Wickham and on March 25,1914 they were united in 
marriage. Bill and Sara's family were; Frederick 
William born September 16,1914 (separate history), 
Alice Ruby Murrie born October 7, 1916, Hazel 
Katherine born March 23, 1919, died August 12, 
1921, Dorothy Jean born April 29, 1922, Edith 
Muriel born February 20, 1927. 

During this time Bill worked the farm, cut and 
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hauled firewood from the Turtle Mountain and also 
did some building of roads in the area along with Wes 
Rowe and Gus Neuman, this was done with horses 
and scrapers. They also dug dugouts for water stor
age for their livestock. It wasn't until the 1940's that 
the big machines came into work and dug the dugouts 
for water. Times were hard and there were many 
hardships during the Dirty 30's. Bill and Sara's chil
dren went to Verona School and later to Waskada 
School for their education. 

Alice Ruby Murrie Wickham on finishing school 
worked in the area for several years for Edward 
Kontzie and Harry Wickham. In November, 1938 she 
left the Waskada area and went to Toronto to work. 
There Ruby met Mack Sloan. They were married in 
Toronto, on August 8,1942 and still reside in Toron
to. They have one daughter, Judith Lynn born May 
28, 1943. 

Judith Lynn married David Arthur Simonson on 
May 17, 1969. Their children are; Karina Lynn born 
December 12, 1970, Kristina Murrie born February 
19, 1972, Kimberley Ann born September 2, 1973. 
The family is presently living in Florida. 

Dorothy Jean Wickham on finishing her school
ing in Waskada decided to join Ruby in Toronto and 
left Waskada area on July 1, 1940. Jean worked for 
several years, during this time she met William 
Henry Little. They returned to Waskada and were 
married October 1, 1948. They now live in London, 
Ontario. To this union three children were born; 

Janice Elizabeth born July 21, 1949, married 
Sergent Gerald MacDonald in London, Ontario July 
7, 1979. They have one son Christopher Dougal born 
April 7, 1980 and presently live in London, Ontario. 

Patricia Ann born October 13, 1950 married 
Leslie Bernard in Winthrop, Ontario June 21, 1969. 
They have one daughter, Angela Lynn born October 
20,1973. Patricia and Leslie were divorced February, 
1980. Patricia Ann remarried September 13, 1980 to 
Steven Schellenberges in Bornholm, Ontario. They 
have one son, Nickolas born June 9, 1981. 

William Edward Little born October 1, 1951 mar
ried Marlene Mason at Blyth, Ontario May 24,1975. 
They have one daughter, Anita Louise born August 
26, 1980. 

Edith Muriel Wickham, during her school years 
in Waskada, helped her father on the farm by work
ing on the land when her father was unable to get 
hired help during World War II. She remained on the 
farm for a short time after finishing school. 

On July 11, 1945, Muriel married James Wilson 
Pittman who died June 29,1948. (see Pittman histo
ry) In the fall of 1948 Muriel and son Raymond 
returned to live with her parents and helped out on the 
farm again. 



In December 1950 Muriel married Marion Mer
vin Mushumanski (see M. Mushumanski history). 

Bill and Sara's family were now all out on their 
own and at this time Dick returned to the farm from 
Elgin in November, 1945. He then worked and 
helped Bill on the land until 1968 when the farm was 
rented to Earl McKinnon due to Bill and Dick's ill 
health. 

During this time Esther Elizabeth Ann Wickham 
died at the farm on February 23, 1951. Bill and Sara 
and Dick continued to live in the buildings on the 
farm. 

Bill and Sara celebrated their 50th Wedding An
niversary in July, 1964 when the family could be 
home. They also celebrated their 55th Wedding An
niversary in July, 1969. 

On April 20, 1973 Sara Wickham passed away at 
the farm home. Bill and Dick lived together in the 
house on the farm until October 2, 1981 when due to 
ill health Bill was hospitalized at the Deloraine Hos
pital for sometime and is now a resident of the Bren
Del-Win Lodge, Deloraine, Manitoba. Bill was 86 
years old on December 7, 1981. 

Dick remains in the house on the farm. 
Bill and Dick were forced to discontinue farming 

14 years short of the 100th years of the homestead 
being farmed by the Wickham family. The home
stead 24-2-26 is still owned by William Wickham. 

Wickham, Frederick William Jr. 
During the summer holidays Fredrick William 

Jr. (Fred) worked for several farmers; Wes Rowe, 
Paul Cocquyt, Harold Hopewood (Ninga), Jack 
Smith (Birtle), Paul Drapeau, Langham, Saskatche
wan. In 1935 Fred went to work with Manitoba Dairy 
and Poultry Association in Deloraine and in 1936 
with Agriculture Canada (Poultry Production and 
Marketing) in Winnipeg. 

On July 7, 1939 Frederick William Wickham 
married Irene Olive Boles of Deloraine, at Delo
raine. Fred joined the Royal Canadian Air Force in 
1940. He served with Air Commonwealth Training 
Plan in eastern and western Canada as an instructor, 
went overseas with Royal Air Force Bomber group 
(Midlands Area) England, returning to Canada in 
December, 1944, and retired from the Royal Cana
dian Air Force in May, 1946. Fred then returned to 
the Department of Agriculture. Fred and Irene's fam
ily were; Frederick Daniel born November 8, 1941 at 
Deloraine, Bartley Perry William born November 3, 
1949 at Winnipeg. Irene Olive Wickham died De
cember 29, 1949 in Winnipeg. Fred continued his 
work and on June 30, 1950 married Audrey 
Josephine Brown in Winnipeg. They had two chil
dren; Debra Lynn born December 1, 1955, Trevor 
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Wayne born June 15, 1958. Then due to work Fred, 
Audrey and family moved to Regina, Saskatchewan 
in January 1960 and then to Toronto in April 1963. 
After 42 years with the Department of Agriculture he 
retired December 20, 1978. 

Fred and Audrey formed a Consulting Company 
(A. & F. Wickham Consultants Inc.) working in the 
field of Agriculture Production, Processing, Market
ing, and Merchandising, which involves several dif
ferent companies and also involves a lot of travelling. 
Fred and Audrey are enjoying this type of work very 
much. 

Frederick Daniel married Ann Robinson July 3, 
1964 at Regina, Saskatchewan. There children are; 
Todd William born November 8, 1972, Cory Daniel 
born May 12, 1974. They are presently living in 
Toronto, Ontario. 

Bartley Perry William married Margaret Ann 
McLeod May 12, 1973 in Toronto, Ontario. Their 
children are; laimie Debra born December 31, 1975 
in Comox, British Columbia, Bartley Alexander 
born October 28, 1977 in Comox. They are now 
living in Chatham, New Brunswick. 

Debra Lynn married Sergio Paul Cuifo Septem
ber 18, 1976 in Toronto. They have one son; Sergio 
Santeno (Sonny) born March 8, 1981 in Burlington, 
Ontario. They are now living at Stony Creek, On
tario. 

Trevor Wayne not married, is presently a student 
at the University of Waterloo, Waterloo, Ontario. 

Wickham, Richard Alfred (Dick) 
DICK was born May 26, 1902 to Fred and Lizzie 

Wickham. 
Dick worked for several years for farmers, 

1916-1919 for Tom Wright. In the fall of 1920 he 
helped his brother Bill move the house that is on 
24-2-26, which was two miles south of the farm on 
N .E. 12-2-26 to its present location. In 1922 Dick 
worked for Hugh McKinnon, 1923-1924 for Mrs. 
Bob Brown. Dick then went to British Columbia to 
work in lumbering and returned to Manitoba in Janu
ary, 1926. 

He worked for Bryon (Barney) Sheppard from 
1926-1933 in the draying business and driving doc
tors throughout the area. He then went to work at 
Elgin, Manitoba for George Ross for 12 years. He 
returned to the farm to help his brother Bill in 1945. 
Dick remains in the house on the farm at the time of 
writing. He was 80 years old on May 26, 1982. 

Wickham, Henry 
by Cecil Wickham 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Wickham (brother of Frede-



rick Keeping Wickham) came out from England to 
Manitoba in 1885 and homesteaded on NW 12-2-26 
in the Verona district and laterboughtNE 11-2-26 and 
S 13-2-26. They had three small children HARRY, 
MAY and FLORENCE when they arrived at the 
homestead. In 1887 a son FRANK was born, then in 
June 1890 another son WILLIAM HENRY was 
born but passed away in infancy and was buried on 
the home farm. The family received their education 
at Verona school. 

In 1903 a new bam was built and the following 
year a cement block house. These buildings are oc
cupied at present by great grandson Donald Wick
ham and his family. 

Wickham, Frank 
Frank Wickham went east for a short time and 

worked in lumber camps and later decided to go out 
to southern Saskatchewan and begin farming. Here 
he met and married Jessie Hayes in Bengough, Sas
katchewan. They later moved north and settled at 
Lestock, Saskatchewan. They raised a large family of 
eight sons and three daughters. 

Wickham, Cecil 
by Cecil and Janet 

Cecil Wickham was born at Bengough, Sas
katchewan, third son of Frank and Jessie Wickham, 
later moving to Westlock, Saskatchewan where he 
received his education at Westmoor School. In Au
gust, 1932 Cecil and his eldest sister Ethel came to 
Waskada, Manitoba to live with their uncle Harry 
Wickham after the death of their Aunt May. This was 
about the beginning of the "Depression of the 30 's" . 
There were many hardships, money was scarce, very 
few cars were running and many were made into 
"Bennett Buggies" and horses hitched to them. Feed 
was scarce for the livestock so many farmers trav
elled miles to put up feed and some moved their 
animals out to wherever they could find feed to 
winter them returning in the spring to put in another 
crop. 

Most of the fuel for heating the homes was wood 
hauled from the Turtle Mountains. The neighbors 
would have wood-sawing "Bees" going from one 
place to another. 

One fall Cecil and a friend decided they would go 
out west for harvest, but how would they get there? 
There were so many men "riding the freight cars" so 
they tried that out and ended up harvesting around 
Wynyard, Saskatchewan. They threshed long hours 
for $1 per day and one place they even had to supply 
their own pitch-forks. 

Things were not all bad, we had our good times 
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too. In summer the young folk would get together 
and play ball and in winter there would be card 
parties and dances in the homes and the country 
schools. They would take turns taking their team and 
sleighs or wagons, depending on the roads, and 
gather up the young folk along the way. There was 
usually a good load by the time you reached wher
ever the party was to be held. There were several 
musical families in the area so music for dancing was 
never a problem. The ladies always took lunch and at 
the schools "the hat" was passed around to the men, 
this collection was used for fuel for the lamps and 
what other expenses there would be. 

Cecil applied for enlistment when World War II 
began but due to health reasons, was not accepted. 
He worked at Souris Airport for some time and then 
went back to farming. In 1945 he married Janet 
Bennie, the youngest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
James Bennie of Waskada. Janet was born and re
ceived her education at Waskada. 

For a short time Cecil rented the farm from his 
Uncle Harry and in 1948 purchased the farm and 
machinery. Three children were born. In 1947 a baby 
girl who was stillborn. In 1951 a son Donald Cecil 
was born. A daughter Shirley was born in 1955. She 
married James Smart in 1975 and they farm in the 
Arthur district. (See Jim Smart history.) 

We moved to Melita in November 1974 buying 
the house from Eric Purse who was employed by the 
Manitoba Telephone System and had been trans
ferred to Brandon. 

Cecil continued to farm until 1978. 

Wickham, Donald Cecil (Don) 
Don resides on the home farm. He married Ju

dith Sommerville of Goodlands. They have four 
children; Lorna, Gary, Jason, and Wade. 

Don purchased the farm in 1978. His family is the 
fifth generation to live on this farm since 1885. 

Wickstrom, Herman 
HERMAN and his Dad "Con" moved to Melita, 

Manitoba from Torquay, Saskatchewan in August 
1937, where there had been no crops for most of the 
30's into 1940. They rented SW 30-3-26 from Tom 
Hamilton. 

Herman and NORA STANLEY (sister of Mrs. 
Fred Pratt of Melita) of Torquay district were married 
in 1940 and lived south of Melita until 1943 when we 
moved north of Melita on to E. 31-4-26 then we lived 
on the William Fenske farm NW 6-5-26 in Albert 
Municipality for two years. We then bought SW 
20-3-26 and three quarters of section 17. Our first 
crop was sown in 1945 before we moved on June 22, 
it was hailed out, high winds blew the bam down, 



Nora and Herman Wickstrom, Robert and Patricia in 1954. 

also a granary. We moved in the spring of 1946. We 
were hailed out in 1957. In June 1966 we had another 
bad hail storm, it took the crop, also the roof off the 
kitchen and killed chickens, etc. The next day at 
noon hail was still against the house. 

Our daughter PATRICIA (PAT) was born in 
1944, our son ROBERT (BOB) was born in 1945. 
They went to school in Melita. We lived in Chester
field district but because of poor roads Herman drove 
them to town school. In the winter we moved into 
town until 1959 , when better roads were built and the 
school bus ran. 

Pat married David Dickson in 1963 and they have 
three children; Sherry, Michael, and Debra, they 
farmed at Reston until 1981 when they moved to 
Churchill. 

Bob has always worked in Auto Body Shops. He 
moved to Thompson in 1967 for ten years, then they 
moved to Winnipeg. He married Linda Moore in 
1969 (daughter of Howard and Beulah). They have 
two girls Crystal and Robin. 

We farmed until 1968 when Herman's poor health 
forced us to sell and move to Melita to retire. 
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Williams, James Dowell 
JAMES DOWELL WILLIAMS was born on De

cember 6, 1881, at Depert, Flintshire, North Wales 
and came to Canada in 1907 following a cousin 
Thomas Elwy Williams who worked for John 
Spence. Jim, a gold medalist Welsh singer, possessed 
a noted baritone voice and could easily have received 
recognition in the musical sphere but he chose to 
share his talent with fellow men in choir and solo 
work for his church. He was a valued member of the 
Verona district giving freely of his musical ability. 
He worked for John Spence from 1909-1913. Jim and 
Leslie Hibbert were known for their biggest and best 
built load of sheaves. Then he took up farming on 
1-3-26 and on July 24, 1913 he married MABEL 
SOPHIA STOCKS. JOHN DOWELL and ETH
ELEEN ELIZABETH were born there and at
tended the Princess School. In 1929 they moved to 
Goodlands to 16-2-24 where STANLEY PETER 
GLYN was born. John (Jack) with the Royal Cana
dian Air Force passed away in 1948. Etheleen (Mrs. 
Clarence Dann) lives at Deloraine, Manitoba. Jim 
and Mabel retired to Souris, Manitoba in 1950 where 
Jim passed away November 7, 1953. Both Jim and 
his son Jack are buried in Goodlands Cemetery. 
Mabel and Stanley moved to Boissevain, then to 
Portage la Prairie, where Mabel is a resident of a 
Personal Care Home. 

L.-R., Back: Jack, Ethleen. Front: Jim, Stanley, Mabel 
Williams. 



Williams, John 
by Ken Williams 

JOHN WILLIAMS was born in the Welsh mining 
Village of Ysccifiog, Flintshire, North Wales, on 
July 3, 1860, the youngest of three children, born to 
Thomas and Hannah (Phillips) Williams. His father 
was a lead miner. 

On May 26, 1881, John Williams sailed for New 
York, much against the advice of the old miners who 
hinted he might be killed by lions or tigers in that 
"wild country" . While not used to speaking English, 
it became necessary from then on to use it. After 
having a few part-time jobs, he got work on the 
railroad in Ontario. 

His next job was with a farmer named James 
Russell, near Hamilton, Ontario. This farmer had a 
brother Robert, who had gone west and taken up a 
homestead near Deloraine, then in the Northwest 
Territories. In November of 1882, John came west to 
Brandon and walked the 80 miles from there to the 
Robert Russell homestead where he worked that win
ter. In December of that same year, he made a journey 
to the Souris River and on seeing the river valley and 
the hills, he picked his homestead and pre-emption 
on 14-3-27 through which the Souris River had its 
course, as it looked more like Wales than anything he 
had seen in Canada up to that time. 

He filed his claim in January of 1883 and pur
chased the south half of the same section for James 
Russell at that time, as he had agreed to do in Ontario 
before he left. 

The next spring with a yoke of oxen, a wagon, a 
ploW, a scythe, enough lumber for a 10' x 12' shanty, 
nails, a saw, an axe, and a supply of food, pots and 
pans, he set out for his homestead. After putting in 
his six months residence and breaking his ten acres of 
land, he returned to Russell's for the winter. He 
continued that same pattern for the next four years, 
either working for other farmers or at the mill in Old 
Deloraine. One winter his job was to crib up a well at 
the mill. This well was eight feet in diameter and 60 
feet deep. It was cribbed with brick and mortar, 
spiralling upwards with the joint of each bring being 
covered by the brick above. This well was filled in 
only about five years ago (about 1975) and from 
about seven feet down from the surface, the brick 
cribbing was as sound as when it was first put in. 

His neighbours during this period were three 
other Johns: John Kain on 1-3-27; John Botteril on 
12-3-27; and John Crawford on 24-3-27. Mrs. 
Crawford baked bread and made butter for him. His 
closest neighbour was Angus Gilmore who had 
bought the 14-3-27 from James Russell. 

From all accounts Angus, who was a bachelor, 
was a city man from England, who had not adapted to 
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farm life. He apparently would always dress up, with 
trousers, coat, vest, collar and tie, bowler hat and 
gloves. It was said that he carried a mirror to the field 
to ensure that his tie was straight, hair brushed and 
his hat at the proper angle. 

Dad always had a liking for a fancy-coloured 
rooster like a brown leghorn, with a red and gold 
neck and head feathers. Angus had such a rooster and 
when Dad offered 50¢, then 75¢ Angus refused. One 
day while visiting Angus, he noticed that the rooster 
was missing and when asked about it, Angus replied, 
"Oh, the would crow too early in the morning, 
so I took the shotgun and stopped that nonsense. " 

One of the incidents of this time period was the 
loss of his oxen. The oxen left un tethered at night to 
graze, as there was not much crop to bother and they 
would not stray far. However, after one particularly 
bad thunder storm in the night, the oxen were miss
ing in the morning. After following the animals' 
tracks past the Blind river Valley to the southeast, and 
not being able to see anything moving for a great 
distance, he decided that the oxen were headed for 
the Russell farm at Deloraine. He returned to his 
shanty, made up a good lunch for the 30 mile journey 
and then started out at daylight the following morn
ing. But, arriving at Russell's that evening, there was 
still no sign of the oxen. They did show up inside of 
three days, as they had no doubt stopped to rest and 
graze in some of the many ravines on the edge of the 
Turtle Mountains. 

When John first built his shack he did not dig a 
cellar, and on deciding that he should have one, he 
cut a hole iI) the floor, and proceeded to dig his cellar 
- throwing the dirt first on the floor above and then 
out of the window. He was surprised to see an Indian 
put his head in the window to see what was going on. 
After looking for a moment with disgust, he turned 
away muttering, "White man big fool." 

In the fall of 1889, a great prairie fire swept in 
from the west and killed most of the trees along the 
river. Only a few pockets of very large elm or very 
large oak trees survived the fire and these can be seen 
in a few places along the river today. 

The burning twigs were carried by the wind over 
the river and up to half a mile on to the prairie setting 
new fires where they landed. Father was at Deloraine 
at the time and only saw the results the next year. As 
some people had started cutting the burned trees for 
wood, he put up a sign saying, "As this is Private 
Property please do not cut these trees." However, 
this did not stop the cutting and the next summer, 
while going up to Gainsborough to court his future 
wife, he passed through a farm yard - and there was 
his sign still nailed to a cut tree. 



On February 24, 1892, John married CLEMEN
TINE ROGERS of Gainsborough, Northwest Ter
ritories. She was the seventh child of a family of nine 
born to Seth and Kitty (Hambly) Rogers near 
Belmore, in the Township of Carrick, Bruce County, 
Ontario. They had four children: ROGER 
GLYNDNWR, born July 16, 1893; twins JOHN 
MAURICE and KITTY CLEMENTINE, born 
May 1, 1895; and KENDRIC HAMBLY, born 
November 16, 1900 (separate histories to follow). 

John Williams was always interested in and took 
an active part in public and community affairs. He 
was present at the organization of the Peninsula 
School District, and acted as trustee and secretary. 
He was a councillor in the Greater Arthur Munic
ipality and was the first Reeve of the present R.M. of 
Arthur after the division in 1905. He was elected as a 
member of the Legislature for Arthur Constituency 
in 1907, and was defeated in 1909. He was on immi
gration work in Wales in 1911, and was re-elected as 
an M.L.A. in 1912. He held this seat until his defeat 
of the Norris Government in 1922. He was appointed 
as Minister of Agriculture in late winter of 1922 and 
remained as such until the installation of the Bracken 
government that falL The farm had been rented and 
the family moved to Melita in the fall of 1906, so that 
the children would go to high school. They remained 
in Melita until the spring of 1915 when the returned to 
the farm. He remained there until his death March 2, 
1931. 

Clementine Williams was a quiet, unassuming 
person, who took good care of her husband and 
family. Their happiness and welfare were her first 
considerations and remained so during her lifetime. 
She was a life member of the Red Cross, a member of 
the Women's Institute and was honoured by a life 
membership in the Anglican W.A. She had many 
friends. On her 89th birthday, March 17, the Penin
sula friends gathered to celebrate and offer best wish
es. Throughout the year this practice continued with 
an increasing number of relatives and friends gather
ing each year, until it became almost a tradition to 
have the house overflowing with friends from noon 
until late evening. 

Mother died at her home in Melita, in August of 
1956 in her 97th year. 

Kitty Clementine Williams went to the Peninsula 
and Melita Schools, and later took two years of 
Home Economics at M.A.C. In 1919 she returned to 
the farm to help her mother and stayed there until 
1954 when she moved back to the home in Melita 
with her mother and brother Kendric. She died in 
February of 1978. 
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Williams, Roger Glyndnwr 
by Ken Williams 

ROGER GLYNDNWR attended first Peninsula 
School and after 1906, Melita SchooL He took two 
winters of the Diploma courses at the Manitoba Agri
cultural College and went to work on the farm in 
1914. In November of 1928 he married FRANCES 
WHITLEY of the Chesterfield district and started 
farming for himself on NW 13-3-27. He continued to 
farm until his death on July 2, 1944. 

A son, Francis Claire was born in 1940. After 
Glyn's death, his widow and son moved to Souris and 
then to Winnipeg where she worked in Eaton's. She 
later married Edward Kelly and continues to live in 
Winnipeg. Claire married Roberta Fraser of Elm 
Creek and they have two daughters, Jacqueline Gail, 
born in April of 1962 and Elizabeth Colleen, born 
December 28, 1964. Both girls are going to school 
and all live in Winnipeg. 

Williams, John Maurice 
by Ken Williams 

JOHN MAURICE WILLIAMS, attended Pen
insula and Melita Schools. He joined the army in 
1916 and served in England and France. He was 
slightly gassed at Ypres in 1917 and wounded at Hill 
70. After convalescing in England, he returned to 
France and was a corporal near Amiens on Armistice 
Day, November 11, 1918. He was in the occupation 
army until 1919. He took a course in dentistry in 
Toronto and set up a practice in Gretna, Manitoba, 
after graduation. There he met his future wife, Ber
nice Pieper, and they were married on April 29 , 1929. 
He bought a practice at Hamiota and lived there until 
the Second World War when he served as a Captain in 
the Dental Corps at training and P.O.W. camps on the 
north shore of Lake Superior. After the war, he re
turned to Hamiota until his death on June 6, 1967. 
His wife Bernice died on September 6 of that same 
year. 

There are two children, Jessie Bernice, born 
February 8, 1940, and John David, born January 2, 
1942. Jessie became a teacher and moved to British 
Columbia where she married Jack Pendegrasse, in 
October of 1966 in Vancouver. They have two boys, 
John Garret and Daniel Stephen going to school in 
North Vancouver. John David Williams went through 
as a surveyor and is now in partnership with Ross 
Wolgar in Calgary. He married a nurse, Lois Poole of 
Goodlands, on April 14, 1969. They have two chil
dren, Allison Christine, born July 23, 1970 and 
David Ross, born August 28, 1972. 

Williams, Kendric Hambly 
KENDRIC HAMBLY WILLIAMS was born 



November 16, 1900. I attended Peninsula School for 
two years and took the rest of my schooling in Melita. 
We went back to the farm in 1915, and I started 
working the farm in 1917 due to the war. I managed 
the farm with father's help after Glyn started farming 
for himself. In 1929 we bought a Sunshine Combine, 
one of the first of three self-propelled combines in 
Canada. The Sunshine was an Australian develop
ment brought in by the Waterloo Harvesting Co. It 
was designed as a header thresher and had difficulty 
handling a heavy crop of straw. 

Afterfather's death in 1931, I continued to oper
ate the farm for mother. We were then in the great 
drought and depression and as we could not meet the 
tractor and combine payments, the company re
possessed them. As we were also in arrears on the 
mortgage, I had to give one-third of the crop to the 
Manitoba Farm Loans Corporation, which in 1932 
amounted to 45 bushels of wheat. 

The Manitoba Farm Loans then foreclosed and I 
continued to rent the land until 1937 when I started to 
repurchase. In 1954, due to a scarcity of good help, 
and the need for new equipment, I decided to rent the 
farm and move to town. I retained the Massey 101 
tractor with the farmhand stacker and over the next 
six years, averaged over 800 tons of hay in the stack 
per year for farmers around the district. I also worked 
as an inspector under the Prairie Farm Assistance 
Program, and finally sold the farm to Bill Tilbury and 
Corny Klassen. I now spend a great deal of my time 
at the Antler River Historical Museum in Melita. I 
continue to live in the house that was purchased in 
1906. 

Williams, Richard Sr. 
by R. Williams Jr. 

RICHARD WILLIAMS SR. was born in Orgra 
Pach, Parish of Llanddyfnan, North Wales on Sep
tember 17, 1866. 

He first married Elizabeth Thomas when he was 
27 years of age; he was a sailor and a Sea Captain. He 
had one son from this marriage, JOHN. John's 
mother passed away, and at the age of 40 years 
Richard Williams came back to the farm (Panty 
Bugail) and married JESSIE PEACOCK. 

From this marriage he had nine children, ANNE, 
JAMES, OWEN, RICHARD, WILLIAM, 
RUBY, DAVE, ROBERT, and GEORGE. Anne, 
James, Owen, and Richard were born in Wales. 

Having been a sailor for so long, he got tired of 
the farm, had a sale, rented the farm to his cousin and 
came to Canada, with his wife Jessie and five chil
dren. 

They landed in Halifax on March 31, 1912, and 
came to Melita in April, 1912. 
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He moved onto the farm of William Griffith in the 
Browns District north of Melita where son William 
Griffith was born. Son John attended Browns 
School. From the Griffith farm he moved to the Bert 
Wood farm in West Brenda District. Son James 
started school at West Brenda. 

After leaving Woods farm they lived in Melita for 
a while where daughter Ruby Ann was born. Jim and 
Owen attended Melita School. 

He then worked the farm of Mr. Jerry Donahue 
and lived in a house where Delmar Loucks now lives. 
Son David was born. 

From the Donahue farm he moved to Bert 
Kirkup's farm west of Melita, back of where Ross 
Simpson now farms. Son Richard started to Melita 
school from there, James and Owen also attended. 

He moved back to Melita for a short while, then 
moved to the farm of William Heath in the Sourisford 
Peninsula District, where James, Owen, Richard, 
William, and Ruby attended the Peninsula School. 

Son Robert was born on the Heath Farm. From 
the Heath farm he moved to Pete Weterauer's farm in 
Bede where Mrs. Carr now lives, Jim, Owen, 
Richard, Bill, Ruby, and Dave attended Bede 
School. From Bede he moved back to Melita District 
to the Albert Hamilton farm where John Snyder now 
lives. Son George was born there. 

From the Hamilton farm he moved to Dr. Leslie's 
farm in Chesterfield District owned now by Earl 
Robson. David, Ruby, and Robert attended Chester
field School. 

He retired from there to Melita where he lived 
until he passed away at the age of 92 years. 

Until the family started to marry, there was not 
one relative in Canada. 

Son John married Lillian Griffith of Waskada 
(granddaughter of William Howden). They had no 
family. 

Jim married twice. He had no family from his 
first marriage and had an adopted child from the 
second marriage. 

Owen married Daisy Tilbury, (see separate histo
ry). 

Richard married Dorothy McArthur of Win
nipeg. They have three children; Carol married Bob 
Zarn of Sinclair-Reston, Sharon married Bob 
Gerlock of Deloraine, son Richard is not married. 
Dick and Dorothy reside in Melita. 

Bill married Kate Lawson of Crandall, Man
itoba. They had two boys both married. 

Ruby married James Tilbury (see Jim Tilbury 
history). 

Dave (Mike) son of Richard Sr. married Shirley 
Phillips of Findlay, Manitoba. They have three chil
dren. One is married. 



Robert married Pat Phillips (sister of Shirley). 
They had three children. 

George married a Winnipeg girl. They have one 
child Anne Jane, married to Phil Jones a Welsh tenor 
of Winnipeg. They had one daughter married to 
Lloyd Wright of Treherne. 

Mr. Williams had five sons in active service in 
World War II, received a pin for the same from 
Federal Government, one Lieutenant, two Ser
geants, one Staff Sergeant, one Seaman. 

There were ten children in the family making 
twelve with Dad and Mother. There are three left . ' RIchard, Ruby, and George. 

Williams, Owen 
OWEN, better known as "Pug" was the son of 

Richard and Jesse Williams. He was born in 
Llangefni Anglesay, North Wales March 11, 1909. 
He came to Canada with his parents in March 1912, 
landing in Halifax, later moving to Melita District. 
Pug attended Brown's, Bede, and Melita Schools. He 
farmed for a number of years and worked as a plumb
er with Cornell Plumbing and Heating. He worked 
several years at carpentry with George Andries, 
Harry Wyatt, and at the time of his death he had been 
employed with Lawrence Bewski. Pug passed away 
on July 18, 1969. 

He married DAISY TILBURY January 16, 
1940. Daisy is the fourth child of William and Emily 
Tilbury. Daisy was born and raised in the Melita area. 
She attended school in Melita. Daisy worked for the 
Town of Melita for 25 years as custodian for the rest 
room, town hall, and library. On her retirement she 
received a gold pin in recognition of her services. 
She was also employed by Bill Russell to maintain 
the laundromat, and chamber maid at the Metro
politan and Palace Hotel for several years. She was 
also employed by several people for domestic clean
ing. 

~Uiams family. L.-R.: Dorothy, Owen, Daisy, Roberta, Shirley 
In 1968. 
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Daisy and Pug had three daughters, all of whom 
attended Melita School. Roberta also attended Belfry 
School for one term. 

Roberta married Doug Walker in 1957. (see 
Doug Walker history) 

Shirley married Robert (Bob) Armstrong in 1962 
(see R. Armstrong history). 

Dorothy married Glen Long in 1965, (see Glen 
Long history). 

Daisy still resides in Melita. She has ten grand
children, and one great grandson. 

Williamson, Dr. Alvin 
DR. AL WILLIAMSON was born in Cyprus 

River and moved with his family to Brandon around 
1924. They lived in Winnipeg and Al attended United 
College where he met and married JEAN FRANCIS 
in 1941. The couple went to London, England where 
Al continued studies 1947 to 1950, when they came 
back to Canada and settled in Brandon. Dr. William
son practiced as an optician in Melita. His office was 
at the hospital in 1958. Later he practiced on Main 
Street at two offices, what is now Sears and the 
Municipal BUilding. He and his wife Jean moved to 
Melita in 1976 and purchased the R. Filteau home. 
He set up his office there in 1977. Al passed away in 
1979. Jean resides in Melita. Their only child, 
ELIZABETH JEAN was born in 1956, graduated 
with a Law degree in 1980. She and her husband, 
Norman Sims are practicing lawyers. 

Wilson, Ernie 
ERNIE WILSON first came to live in Melita in 

1937. He met and married RUTH RAWLINSON 
(daughter of Amos and Lillian) in 1941. They lived 
with Walter Hamilton on his farm. Ernie worked for 
the Experimental Farm from 1943-1948. 

Ernie and Ruth Wilson. 



Their oldest daughter DARLENE was born in 
Mainland's Nursing Home in Melita with Dr. Wilson 
in attendance. 

In 1948 they moved to Carlyle where Ernie and 
his brother Perc had a draying business. 

SHARLENE their second daughter was born in 
Carlyle. 

In 1950 they moved to Arcola where Ernie and his 
brother-in-law, Ron Hodgins took over a draying 
business. ARDYTH was born in Arcola hospital in 
1952. (see Larry B. Townsend history). 

In the summer of 1955 they moved back to Melita 
where Ernie drove a school bus. They lived on the 
Oxley farm five miles north of Melita. In 1956 
DWIGHT was born in Melita Memorial Hospital. 

In 1958 they moved to Napinka where Ernie 
continued driving the school bus. 

They moved to Waskada in 1967 where Ernie and 
Darlene took over the Brenda Cafe. 

In 1977 they sold the cafe. Ernie and Ruth stayed 
in Waskada until November 1980 when they moved 
their house to Melita. 

Darlene has two sons, Gary and Bruce and is 
married to Ray Price of Estevan. 

Sharlene was married to Alvin Wilson of Pierson 
and they have one son Shawn. Sharlene now lives in 
Estevan. 

Dwight is unmarried and lives in British Colum
bia. 

Wilson, James 
by Muriel Mushumanski 

JAMES WILSON along with his wife and two 
daughters AGNES and BELLA came to Manitoba 
from Ontario in the early 1900's. 

They settled on the South 26-2-26. A few years 
went by and MRS. WILSON died, Jim accompanied 
by his two daughters took his wife's body back to 
Ontario for burial in the area where they had lived 
before they came to Manitoba. 

On his return to his farm he worked the land and 
raised Agnes and Bella. Several years passed and his 
daughter Bella died, I believe she was buried in the 
Waskada Cemetery. 

Agnes lived with her father on the farm. During 
this period of time she met John McBride Pittman 
and they were united in marriage on December 21, 
1911. (See Pittman History) 

Jim Wilson lived alone on the farm for a number 
of years. 

John and Agnes Pittman returned many years 
later along with their family, a daughter GLADYS 
and a son JAMES (Jim) to live with Jim Wilson on 
the farm. A number of years passed and Jim Wilson's 
health was failing, John and Agnes continued to farm 
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the land and take care of the aging Jim Wilson, and 
raise Gladys and Jim. James Wilson died at the farm 
on January 23, 1940 at the age of 85 years. 

Wilson, Ted 
TED was the sixth child born to John and Emma 

Wilson of Whitewater, Manitoba. DORIS is the 
fourth child born to James and Mabel Colquhoun of 
Deloraine. Ted and Doris were married in Deloraine 
January 19, 1937. 

They moved to Melita from Deloraine in 1938. 
Ted formed Wilson's Transfer, a P. S. V. Trucking firm 
which he operated until 1945. At this time he and 
Don Cameron entered into a Ford car and Cockshutt 
Implement dealership known as Cameron and Wil
son. This business became Wilson Motors in 1950 
which Ted operated until 1954 when he sold it to 
Nield Brothers and began farming locally until his 
retirement in 1972. There are three children: 

SHIRLEY, who married Neill Helyar of Win
nipeg in 1963. They and their two children Rod and 
Stacie reside in North Vancouver where Neill man
ages a Fireplace Manufacturing and Distributing 
business. 

NORMA, who taught school in Melita for three 
years married JACK DOBBYN of Melita in 1965. 
They and their two sons, Darren and Tom reside in 
Calgary where Jack owns and operates Dobbyn Elec
trical Services. Norma is in the Travel Agency busi
ness. 

JACK married HOLLY BUGG of Napinka in 
1973. They reside in Calgary where Jack is in the 
plumbing business and Holly with Shell Oil. 

Ted and Doris were members of the Melita Kins
men and Kinette Clubs when they first formed here, 
also members of Melita Curling Club in earlier years. 
Doris has been a member of Victoria United Church 
Unit I Group many years. 

Shirley and Norma were members of various 
groups during their years in Melita, in particular the 
Melita Figure Skating Club when it was first formed. 
Jack was a member of the Melita Hockey Club and 
played hockey until 1972 when he moved to Calgary. 
Ted passed away suddenly in 1981. 

Wood, Francis Wilbert 
by Bertha (Wood) Lewis 

BERf was born January 31, 1873 in South Mon
aghan, Ontario. On June 11, 1902 he and PRO
THESA MARY (DAISY) WYATT were married in 
the Methodist Church in Fraserville, Ontario. Daisy 
was born March 12, 1880. 

They farmed in Ontario for a couple of years and 
then came west to Melita in the spring of 1904, 
renting a farm in the Browns district. They returned 



Bert and Prothesa Wood. 

to Ontario that fall but come spring, once more they 
were back in Melita. This time they rented Wes 
Crane's farm east of Browns school. Here BERTHA 
was born June 11, 1906. They farmed and raised 
cattle until about 1934, enjoying both good and bad 
times, especially in the dirty thirties. During the 
thirties Bert spent a term on the council of the rural 
municipality. During the years the children went to 
school the family moved to town for the winters, but 
in 1934 Bert and Daisy moved in permanently. 
ARTHUR married RACHEL DESENDER in Oc
tober, 1934 and took over the farm (see D. Arthur 
Wood history). 

Bertha attended Normal in Brandon and taught 
for many years, her first school being Peninsula. 
Later she taught in Deloraine, Morden and Morris. In 
1949, she married T. 1. H. Lewis of Morris, where 
she presently resides. 

In 1932 Bert and Daisy adopted BERYTH 
MARY PINK, daughter of a telephone lineman, 
Jack Pink and his wife who both died of cancer. 
Beryth attended the Winnipeg General Hospital 
School of Nursing , graduating in 1950. She later took 
postgraduate in nursing at the University of Man
itoba. She married O. Boyd of Pierson in 1956. 
(see O. E. Boyd history) 
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During her life, Daisy was a great Red Cross and 
church worker, spending endless hours at both. She 
wasn't well the last few years and passed away July 
18, 1959. 

Bert spent many enjoyable hours gardening and 
fishing during his years of retirement. He experi
enced his first plane ride the August before he died 
when he visited his old home and friends in Ontario. 
He died December 5, 1962. 

Wood, D. Arthur 
ART was born June 27, 1909 on NE 18-4-26, the 

second child of F. W. (Bert) Wood and Prothesa 
(Daisy) Wyatt. He resided on and farmed this same 
farm until the fall of 1964. There were, however, 
seven months in 1934-35 when drought forced him to 
move with his cattle and horses to Griswold, Man
itoba. 

On October 6, 1934 he married RACHEL DE
SENDER who was born March 13, 1916 at Delo
raine, the twin daughter of the Charles Desenders. 

In the spring of 1935 they began to farm for 
themselves on this same half section which Art now 
owned. In 1938 he bought another half section. 

Art and Rachel Wood's 40th Anniversary in 1974, with Diann, 
Melba and David. 

There were three children born to them. Melba 
was born February 28, 1938. She married Clark 
Snyder (see Clark Snyder history). David was born 
September 19, 1939. He married Gail Rae of Delo
raine in 1960. They have three children, Ken, 



Wanda, and Tracy and live in Winnipeg. Diann was 
born August 18, 1944. She married Trent Young of 
Goodlands. They have two children, Kristy and 
Cory. They make their home in Ottawa. 

For health reasons, Art retired from farming in 
1964 and finally sold the farm in 1968. In the spring 
of 1965, while now residing in Melita, he began to 
work for the International Harvester. He really en
joyed his job as it kept him close to farming which 
had been his lifelong interest. He resigned in the 
spring of 1977. 

After moving into Melita, Rachel kept boarders 
for a few years and then became keenly interested in 
caring for the elderly. She made Meals-on-Wheels 
and did home care for several years. She was very 
dedicated because she enjoyed helping those who 
needed someone to care. She resigned in December 
1981. 

On July 1, 1978 Art took over the duties of care
taker of the United Church. Along with Rachel's 
help, he still holds this job at time of writing. 

Wren, Mark 
MARK came west as a young man from Hali

mand County, Ontario in 1898. He worked for two 
years and returned to Ontario, coming back with a 
car load of settlers' effects to start farming. 

In 1903 he married AMELIA DUNCAN, third 
daughter of James and Eliza Duncan (see separate 
history), and started farming. In 1908 they built their 
home on SE 6-2-27 and spent many years in active 
community life. They boarded many teachers as they 
were close to South Antler school where many 
gatherings were held and they took a keen interest in 
young folks. Amelia had a very busy life with family, 
friends and neighbors and everyone was welcome in 
their home. 

In the fall of 1942 they retired to Melita and 
continued to enjoy their lives with family and grand
children, spanning five generations. Mark passed 
away in 1956 and Amelia lived on in her own home 
until 1978 when she moved to the Personal Care 
Home in Melita. She passed away November 19, 
1982, a few minutes after her 102nd birthday. 

The family consisted of six children, GOLD· 
WIN, IDA, EVA, DOUG, BERTHA and BARBA· 
RA. 

Ida, eldest daughter of Mark and Amelia Wren, 
was born August 14, 1906 at Cameron. I attended 
South Antler school and stayed at home until I mar
ried Harry McKague. We farmed at Lyleton until, in 
the dirty thirties we moved to Rossburn to get feed 
for our cattle and horses. In 1936, Dick Murray, who 
had a garage at Oak River, phoned to tell us there was 
a farm for rent. That fall we moved and later bought 
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Mark Wren's family. L.-R.: Doug, Barbara, Ida, Mrs. Wren, 
Bertha, Eva, Goldie (insert) Mark Wren. 

the farm we call home. After living with a husband 
who was on the school board and also a councillor, I 
really got educated. I was a 4H leader for a number of 
years. Harry died April 21, 1955. We had three 
daughters and one son. Joyce married Alec 
McKenzie and they have two daughters, Beverley 
and Lexie. Joyce was employed in the Bank of 
Montreal. They live in Winnipeg. Russell married 
Francis Hopley. They have one son, Clifford, and 
two daughters, Heather and Kathy. Russell and 
Clifford are in partnership on the home farm. Donna 
married Donald Bate of Rivers. They have one son, 
Jim, and two daughters, Marjorie and Brenda. 
Donna worked as a telephone operator at Oak River, 
Melita and Hamiota. Denise married Lyle Corbit. 
They have a son, Bob and a daughter, Laurie. Denise 
was employed in the Bank of Montreal. Of these ten 
grandchildren, four are nurses and one is a dietitian. I 
remained on the farm while employed at Patterson's 
drug store' in Oak River until in 1959 I married 
HARVEY WHITE and moved back to Lyleton. 
Harvey's two sons are, Dick, employed in the Royal 
Bank in Edmonton and Ron who farms at Lyleton. In 
1974 we moved to Melita where I still reside. Harvey 
died October 22, 1981. 

Eva Eileen, was born August 15, 1909. I started 
school when I was six years old in the brand new 
South Antler school. I completed my high school at 
Waskada and spent one year at Wesley College. On 
March 11, 1931 I married ERROLL CUTHBERT 
and we farmed on 27-2-28 in Edward Municipality. 
In 1947 we moved to British Columbia for health 
reasons and lived at Lavington in the Okanagan Val
ley for seven years. In the spring of 1954 we moved 
back to the farm and put the crop in. We sold the farm 
in 1977 and moved to Melita where we now live. 

We have four daughters. Patricia Anne born 
December 28,1935, Erla Evelyn born December 2, 
1938, Mary Louise born April 22, 1942 and Sylvia 
Lorraine born October 22, 1945. Prior to her mar
riage to Bruce Braaten on January 25, 1957, Patricia 



worked as a telephone operator at Oxbow, Saskatche
wan. They had three boys and one girl, Erroll (de
ceased), jeffrey, Tracy and Patrick. They live in 
Brandon. Erla taught school in Melita prior to her 
marriage to Lloyd Shanks on September 5, 1959. 
They have two girls, Linda (Mrs. Ernest Surman) 
and Nola. They make their home in Spy Hill, Sas
katchewan. Mary Lou completed her high school in 
Pierson and married Harrison Minshull on Decem
ber 24,1959. She now lives in Brandon and has four 
boys and one girl, Gary, Rodney, Tim, Nicole and 
Brent. Sylvia attended Brandon College and taught 
school at Woodnorth, then went back to University 
receiving her B.Ed. She moved to Edmonton where 
she teaches school. On April 2, 1976 she married 
Wayne Kallis. They live in Edmonton. 

Bertha was born in July 1919 and received her 
education at South Antler and Coultervale schools. 
In 1939 she married DON CAMERON (see Cam
eron Don). 

Barbara was born in 1926 at Cameron. She went 
to school at South Antler, Coulter and Melita. In 1947 
she went to Vernon, British Columbia where she 
worked a number of years in a telephone office. She 
later married Bert Gallon of Lumby. They have two 
children, Gisele and Mark. 

Wren, Goldwin Gowan 
GOLDIE was born in 1903 at Cameron. He got 

his schooling at South Antler school and Agricultural 
College. Goldie was mechanically inclined and spent 
his life on the farm at 6-2-27. He had a keen interest 
in young folks, friends and neighbors. In the later 
years he lived with his mother in Melita. 

Wren, Douglas 
DOUG was born in 1912 at Cameron and took his 

schooling at South Antler and Lyleton. He was very 
fond of baseball and other sports. (He was a member 
of the Browns school board for a number of years.) 
He started farming for himself in 1941. In 1942 he 
married SHIRLEY McCALLUM and they moved 
to the Browns district in the spring of 1944, farming 
on 22-4-27. Marilyn was born in 1946 and received 
her schooling at Browns and Melita. She was a tele
phone operator for a number of years and in 1975 
married T. S. Flannery. They have a family of four, 
Teresa Lyn, SheriAnn, Ryan and Wade (twin boys). 
Douglas and Shirley retired to Melita in 1978. 

Wright, Harry 
HARRY and ROSE WRIGHT and two daughters 

KATHLEEN and GLADYS came to Canada in May 
1920. 
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Dad worked for the late Arthur Crews and the late 
Thomas Cosgrove. 

In 1924 they moved to the Napinka district where 
their son IVAN was born. 

They farmed in the Menota district, Chesterfield, 
and on the farm of the late A. B. Estlin in the 
Peninsula district. 

In 1928 Dad sold out and worked as a farm hand 
at Napinka, Medora, Lauder, and Hartney. 

In 1934 they moved to Kitscoty, Alberta where 
they resided with daughter Gladys. 

Dad passed away in May 1956 and Mother in 
February 1964. 

Kathleen was married to the late James Crews and 
Gladys to Fred Dunn. 

Wyatt, Nicholas 
NICHOLAS WYATT was married at 

Stokedromeral, Devonshire, England on August 31, 
1876 to ELLEN, daughter of Sebina and Robert 
Phillips of Ivy Bridge, Devonshire. In September 
they arrived in Canada, living at Port Hope, Ontario 
for several years. Later Nicholas operated a grist mill 
at Millbrook, Ontario. 

In 1906 they came by train to Melita, settling on 
3-5-27, moving from there to 24-4-27. They had a 
family of eleven. SUSAN died of diphtheria in On
tario at the age of 13. ROBERT NICHOLAS (see 
separate history). 

FLORENCE ELLEN married Herbert Heglar 
of Edmonton. Their family was two girls and one 
boy. 

PROTHESA MARY married Wilbert Wood, 
brother of Bessie Wood (see Wilbert Wood history). 

FRANCIS GEORGE married Margaret Skelton 
of Elva. They farmed near Elva for many years. 
George passed away in 1962 and Margaret later that 
same year. 

GERTRUDE EMMA married Norman Brown 
of Paradise Valley, Alberta. Their family was two 
sons and one daughter. 

BERTHA MARY married Charles Brown (see 
Henry Brown history). 

JOHN WALKER married Venora Robb of 
Whitewood, Saskatchewan. They later retired in 
Melita, Jack passed away in 1972. Venora now lives 
in Moose Jaw. 

JAMES ERNEST married Margaret Elva 
Coates (see James Wyatt history). 

LEITA PEARL married Alfred Boyce of Cal
gary. They had one son. Leita passed away in 1972. 

THOMAS WILLIAM married Nora Scott of 
Strathclair, Manitoba. After farming in the Melita 
district for a number of years, they moved to Kel
owna where they are now retired. 



Nichols Wyatt family. L.-R., Back: Ellen (mother), Prothesa, Gertrude, Robert, George. Front: Thomas (on mother's knee), James, 
Bertha, Florence, John, Leila, and Nicholas (father). 

Mr. and Mrs. Wyatt celebrated their golden wed
ding anniversary at their farm in 1926. Mrs. Wyatt 
passed away in 1931 and Mr. Wyatt in 1934. 

Wyatt, Robert Nicholas 
ROBERT NICHOLAS WYATT, son of Nicho

las and Ellen Wyatt, was born at Port Hope, Ontario 
on July 3,1877. He was educated at Port Hope and 
moved to Millbrook, Ontario (Cavan County) about 
1884, where his dad ran the flour milL 

He came to Melita on a harvest train in the fall of 
1902. He remained for the winter and the following 
summer returned to Ontario where he married BES
SIE WOOD, bringing her to Melita as a bride in 
1903. 

He worked at carpentry and contracting, building 
bridges, schools, barns and banks. He went into 
Winnipeg in 1910 to buy his first car and was talked 
into taking the Ford Agency. He sold Fords until 
1914. That year Henry Ford was building his railroad 
and could not get financing from the banks so he told 
all his agents that they had to take X number of cars 
and pay for them that year. Mr. Wyatt's quota was six 
so he told Ford Motor Company no one was going to 
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tell him how many cars he was going to sell and he 
gave up the agency. He then acquired the Chevrolet 
agency and sold eight or ten Chevrolets that year. He 
retained this agency until 1918 when he moved to 
Winnipeg. That fall he was presented with a Waltham 
watch before leaving with the following inscription 
inside the back "Presented to R. N. Wyatt by his 
Melita friends October 25, 1918". 

While in Melita he was a member of the Odd 
Fellows and Masonic lodges. In Winnipeg he con
tinued contracting till 1930 when he returned to 
Melita for a couple of years. After the depression he 
returned to Winnipeg where he joined the Rotary 
club. He continued contracting till his retirement in 
1952 when he returned to Melita. He died at Delo
raine August 5, 1954. Mrs. Wyatt died one day after 
her 90th birthday, September 24, 1964. 

Their children were B. Marie, David M., Fred 
R., Orland N., (see separate history), J. Henry 
(Harry), all born in Melita and James R., born in 
Winnipeg. Harry died in Melita November 29,1977. 

Some of the highlights of Mr. Wyatt's years in the 
car business were; a motoring trip to Estevan in 1912 
in a Model T (an all day trip returning the following 



R. N. Wyatt family. L.-R.. Front: Dave. Bessie. Robert. Marie. 
Back: Harry. Lefty. Jim and Fred. 

day) and a trip to Hamiota for New Year's Day, 1915 
in a Baby Grand Chevrolet (unheard of in those 
days). Many people will remember the cars coming 
in, in box cars, standing on end or one on top of the 
other, four together in a car. 

Wyatt, Orland Nicholas 
Orland Nicholas was born in Melita in June of 

1911 to Robert and Bessie Wyatt. He took some of his 
schooling in Melita and the rest in Winnipeg. 

Jessie Belle was born in Melita in November of 
1915 to Joseph and Bella Broome. She took all of her 
schooling in Melita. 

Lefty and Toots, as they were known to every
one, were married in July of 1933. William Robert 
was born in 1934 and they lived in Melita until 1938 
when they moved to Winnipeg where Lefty worked 
in the dining car for the C. N. Railway. In 1943 
Brenda Joan was born and shortly after her birth the 
family moved back to Melita and opened up "Lefty's 
Grill" a restaurant which they owned and operated 
for 18 years. In the summer of 1966 Toots and Lefty 
worked for the Bow Manor Hotel in Oxbow, Sas
katchewan. They were there until 1970 when they 
moved to Brandon. They remained in Brandon until 
the fall of 1974 when they moved back to Melita and 
worked for the Prairie Inn. Toots died in June of 
1976. Lefty resided at the Senior Citizens Home in 
Melita until his death on December 3, 1982. 

Bill married Barbara Douglas of Camduff in Oc
tober 1955. They have two girls, Joanne Lyn born 
July 1957, who lives and works in Saskatoon and 
Pamela Jane born June 1966 who is taking her Grade 
XI at time of writing. Bill works for Imperial Oil at 
Lampman, Saskatchewan. 
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Lefty and Toots Wyatt 

Brenda took all of her schooling in Melita and 
graduated in 1961. She participated in softball, 
hockey and curling. After graduating, Brenda went 
to Success Business College in Winnipeg where she 
took a secretarial course. In 1962 she started work for 
Mid-West Paper and was employed there until her 
marriage to lrv Skelton in 1965. (see Irv Skelton 
history). 

Wyatt, James Ernest 
JAMES WYATT, third son on Nicholas and 

Ellen Wyatt, was born at Millbrook, Ontario in 1897, 
coming with his family to the Browns district north 
of Melita. 

During World War I he was with the Canadian 
Army overseas for three and one half years, winning 
the Distinguished Conduct Medal. In 1923 he mar
ried MARGARET ELVA, eldest daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. William Coates, Senior of Melita. 

For several years Jim and Elva farmed on W 
12-4-27. Here their son Kenneth James was born 
February 28, 1925. Later they moved to the Wyatt 
farm 24-4-27. 

Ken received his education in Browns and Melita 
schools. He served in the Navy in World War II and 
later attended the University of Manitoba receiving a 
Bachelor of Science and Agricultural degree. After 
completing University he joined the Permanent 
Force of the Armed Services. He was in Indo China 
on the International Peace Commission, at a Staff 
College in England and several army training camps 
in Canada. 



Mr. and Mrs. Jim Wyatt's 50th Anniversary in 1973 with Alva, 
Ken, Vicky and Carolyn. 

On April 24, 1950 Ken married Alva Georgina, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Demberline of 
Sprucedale, Ontario. After 23 years with the armed 
services they moved to British Columbia. He is now 
with the Safety Council in Victoria. They have two 
daughters, both registered nurses. Carolyn married 
Brian Lavery of Edmonton. They reside in Victoria. 
Vicky nurses in Victoria. 

Jim and Elva celebrated their 50th anniversary on 
June 16, 1973 with their family and friends at their 
retirement home where they still reside at 19 Camp
bell Street. 

Wyatt, Robert Sansom (Sam) 
submitted by T. S. Wyatt 

ROBERT SANSOM WYATT and his wife KATE 
MARIE SPENCER came from Gloucester, England 
in 1904 to farm in the Melita area. 

They had four children: THOMAS SANSOM 
born August 22, 1899, JOHN EDGAR born June 4, 
1902, SELINA ELIZABETH (BESSIE) born Au
gust 28, 1911 and WILLIAM SPENCER born May 
4, 1913. 

Sam Wyatt died in 1939 and Kate in 1958. 
Tom Wyatt married Lillian Deborah Rawlinson 

in 1926 and in 1933 they moved to Cardale, Man
itoba. They have two daughters Ethel and Mildred. 
In 1949 Ethel married Kenneth James Fortune and in 
1950 Mildred married Graeme Shaw. They both live 
in the Cardale district. Tom and Lillian have nine 
grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren. 

Jack Wyatt spent most of his years in Winnipeg. 
He raised two daughters Darlene and Doreen. 
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Darlene had three children and Doreen had two. 
Darlene passed away and Doreen is living in Win
nipeg. Jack died in July of 1968. 

Bessie married HARRY EDWARD FRASER 
in 1939 and they had one daughter Joyce Arlene. 
Harry passed away in 1944 and Bessie now resides in 
Brandon. Joyce married Edwin Randall in 1964 and 
they have four children and live in Brandon. 

Bill Wyatt married Jean McLean in 1965. They 
resided in Melita until his death in 1968. 

Yeo, George 
GEORGE YEO was born January 12, 1869 in 

Devon, England. At the age of 23 years, he and his 
younger brother Jim came to Canada. They arrived at 
Melita in 1892 intending to work on railway con
struction. The railroad was completed as far as 
Gainsborough, now in Saskatchewan, but work was 
temporarily at a halt, so the brothers resorted to farm 
work. (George had 3 coppers ... total assets.) 

George was first employed on the Peninsula with 
Bill Moore, NE 2-3-27. (no relation to R. E. Moore). 
Next he worked for Mr. Fred Smith on the west hill on 
the outskirts of Melita, not the Delmar Loucks home. 
Later the Yeo brothers went to California but their 
stay there was brief and they returned to Melita. Soon 
after this, Jim succumbed to typhoid fever during 
threshing in a district northwest of Melita. 

In 1895, George, in company with Jim Robson 
and Jim's brother Tom, both of Peninsula, worked on 
the railroad and went as far as Medicine Hat which is 
now in Alberta. Returning, they left the railway at 
Moosomin and walked some 40 miles to the English 
settlement at Cannington Manor. The next day they 
resumed their walk and went on to Gainsborough. 
Tom established his home at Gainsborough. George 
and Jim Robson returned to Peninsula. 

George worked for Mr. Bill Heath until he took 
up his own homestead SE 36-1-27. Here he built a 
sad house and lived in it till he married Miss 
MATILDA DAVEY in 1904. 

George and Matilda Yeo in 1904. 



Matilda Davey came from Somerset, England in 
1900. She was a nursemaid for the gentry in her home 
area. At Melita she worked a short time for Mrs. 1. L. 
Campbell. When her brother, Tom Davey, estab
lished his first home on the Rumbal place, Peninsula, 
Matilda kept house for him till her marriage. 

It was April 6, 1904, that George Yeo and Tilley 
Davey drove with horse and buggy to Melita to get 
married (1904 was a flood year). They left their horse 
tied up on the east side of the river near the old 
Sheffer place on the hill. They were met by a boat and 
transported across the flooded Souris valley to the 
town. They stepped out on the railway ties at C.P.R. 
station. Following the ceremony, they returned the 
way they had come. 

Tom Davey built a one story frame house for the 
newlyweds across the road from the sod house, on 
NE 25-2-27. This was their home till they bought 
NW and S 1-3-27 from Hill McRoberts in the spring 
of1917. 

Mr. and Mrs. Yeo retired to Melita in the fall of 
1926 leaving their only son JIM (see Alfred James 
Yeo history), to operate the farm. They had one 
daughter, MYRTLE, Mrs. Gordon McRae (see Gor
don McRae history). 

In the intervening years Mr. Yeo was a school 
trustee for several terms. Fraternally, he was an Odd 
Fellow and received his 55 year pin. 

Mrs. Yeo passed in 1949 at the age of 82 and Mr. 
Yeo passed away in 1956 at 87 years of age. Both had 
lived their later years with Myrtle in Melita and are 
laid to rest in Melita Cemetery. 

Yeo, Alfred James Sr. 
Jim was born at home, 25-2-27 in the Peninsula 

district, on September 17, 1905, the only son of 
George and Matilda Yeo. The family moved to a farm 
SW 1-3-27 bordering on the correction line in April 
1917 and here Jim spent his life till retirement in 
1975. Being a long distance from school when he was 
small, Jim was eight years old when he started in 
Grade 1. His formal education ended in Grade VIII, 
when at the age of 14 he began to farm with his father. 

LILLIAN GERTRUDE BALDERSTON was 
born in the Chesterfield district at the John Drysdale 
home farm "Glenview", SE 9-3-26 on January 28, 
1906, the eldest daughter of Walter and Louisa Bal
derston. She received her elementary education at 
Arthur, Lyleton and Chesterfield schools, living 
most of her early years at Chesterfield. She attended 
Melita Collegiate and later took her Normal School 
training in Brandon in 1926-27. Lillian taught school 
at Peninsula 1927-1934, then the school year 1934-35 
at Routledge, Manitoba. 

Jim and Lillian were married on July 17, 1935 on 
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the beautiful lawn at "Glenview Farm", Chester
field. Their attendants were Gordon McRae of Elva 
and Jean Balderston, the bride's eldest sister. The 
couple took up residence on the Yeo home farm 
1-3-27, which Jim had operated for several years. 

This was a good crop year, the first since the 
"dirty thirties", yet most of it was never harvested. 
Winds from the south bore rust spores and many 
rusted crops were burned. During the winter of 
1935-36 Jim cut wood and trapped, aided by Ole 
Peterson who had hired with him the previous winter. 
Anyone who went to town from Yeo's that winter 
rode on a load of firewood which was sold to town 
merchants. A three-deck box load of wood sold for 
$3. Furs were not high in price, but one, a real prize, 
brought $9. 

Recovery came quite rapidly after 1935. A new 
shelterbelt was planted to replace the one started 
earlier that was killed by the drought. As the years 
passed, Jim added ornamental trees and shrubs. The 
old original house was renovated. A new bam was 
built in 1950. 

Farming was done with horse power at Yeo's till 
the early forties when a tractor was purchased. 
Threshing was done by the outfits of Percy Loucks, 
Norman Gould and Andrew Nelson. A combine was 
bought in 1950. In 1962 the crop was heavy and a 
travelling outfit from Texas was hired to combine part 
of the crop. For the next few years part of the farm 
was rented to neighbors. From 1972-1975 inclusive, 
with all the farm rented and the stock sold, Jim and 
Lillian had time for other pursuits, hobbies old and 
new. 

Jim's interests included photography (developing 
and printing his own pictures), ball, especially pitch
ing softball, and competing at shooting matches. He 
joined the Elks Lodge and was a member of the Game 
and Fish Association. He was and is intensely inter
ested in archaeology, the mounds of the area and the 
various diggings, especially those of Professor Leigh 
Syms and his company at the Brockinton site. In 
community life he played for dances for years and 
was Secretary-Treasurer for the last 25 years that 
Peninsula School was in operation. He spent many 
hours with his lawn and flower beds. In the winter the 
Yeo yard always had a skating rink until such time as 
the family was grown and away. 

Lillian has a great love of horses and rode a great 
deal in her youth, taking her horse with her the first 
year that she taught school. Her other interest is 
music of the homemade variety with family and 
friends. Through the years she has been involved 
with rural Christmas concerts, Wilson Memorial 
Hospital Aid (pantry convenor for the fIrst ten years), 
Peninsula Club as member and as president, Melita 



W.I. life member and president and Melita Golden 
Agers Club member. 

Jim and Lillian are charter members of the Antler 
River Historical Society. 

Jim and Lillian celebrated their 40th Wedding 
Anniversary while still on the farm in July 1975. 
They sold the farm in October 1975, retaining the 
house yard of four acres. They retired to Melita and, 
as before, keep open house to their friends. 

The Yeos were blessed with a family of four, 
JAMES WALTER "Jim Jr." (see separate history), 
MARGARET JEAN, JOYCE LOUISE and JOHN 
DOUGLAS (see separate history). 

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Yeo's 45th Anniversary. Seated: Lillian, Jim, 
Cory, Quentin. L-A., Back: Theresa and Jack, Joyce and 
Delmar holding Jennifer, Jo-anne and Jim, Jean and Clar
ence, (left insert) Lillian, Jim, Jim Jr., (right insert) Gordon 
McRae, Jim, Lillian, Jean Balderston. 

Jean was born at Melita on January 10, 1940. She 
attended Peninsula school through Grade IX, fol
lowed by three years at Melita High School where 
she was President of the Student Council during her 
last year. Jean attended Brandon College and the 
University of Manitoba, graduating with a B.A. de
gree. She taught school in North Kildonan and Trans
cona for four years before and after her marriage to 
Clarence Murdoch McMullen, B.Sc., of Transcona. 
Jean and Clarence were married in Victoria United 
Church in Melita, July 17,1964. They have a family 
of three, KURTIS 1967, KARLA 1968 and KYLE 
1969. The family is very sports minded and love 
animals and music. Particular interests and participa
tion for Clarence and the boys include hockey, foot
ball and curling. Jean and Karla enjoy a purebred 
Arabian riding horse. Jean's work outside the home 
is entertainment as a guitarist-soloist which takes her 
to all parts of Manitoba and outside points. Clarence 
taught high school for a few years in Transcona and 
has been a principal for the last 15 years. 

Joyce was born at Mrs. Hardie Forsyth's nursing 
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home in Melita on September 14, 1944. Following 
public school at Peninsula, she attended high school 
in Melita. She then worked in Morrow's drug store 
for three years. Joyce married Delmar Neff. (see Neff 
history). 

Yeo, James Walter 
Jim was born at home, SE 1-3-27 on the Penin

sula, August 28, 1938. He passed through Grade IX 
at Peninsula school, then attended high school at 
Melita. Upon leaving school he took work at Cobb 
Motors as partsman, working with Bill Cobb. Mean
while, Joanne Napper of Tilston completed her high 
school at Melita and took a position with Wawanesa 
Mutual Insurance Company at Wawanesa, Man
itoba. 

James Walter Yeo and Joanne Beth Napper were 
married in Tilston United Church on October 7, 
1961. They have since that time made their home in 
Calgary, where Jim had gone in 1960. Jim and Joanne 
are in the rental business, operating from three loca
tions with the help of son Brad and staff. They rent 
everything from household appliances to lawn 
mowers, banquet supplies and stampede require
ments. 

Jim and Joanne have a family of two: BRADLEY 
JAMES was born December 14, 1962 and graduated 
from high school (Grade XII), and SHERI GAY was 
born May 31, 1968 and is presently in Grade VIII 
(1982). 

Jim and Joanne enjoy ballroom and square danc
ing and fly often, holidaying or attending con
ventions. Favorite family activities are cross country 
skiing, camping and Jim curls. 

Yeo, John Douglas 
Jack was born in Melita February 15, 1951. He 

received his education at Peninsula and at Melita 
from Grade III on. In his graduating year he was 
president of the student council. In the second band 
he played the saxophone and later the drums. 

Jack is employed by Guertin Implements Ltd., a 
John Deere dealership in Winnipeg. 

Jack Yeo and Theresa Petrovich were married in 
Calgary on December 2, 1978. Jack has a daughter 
MELANIE CHRISTA, born March 28, 1972 by a 
previous marriage. He and Terry have two little girls, 
JENNIFER LYNN and baby JACLYN LEE-ANNE. 

The family enjoys camping and music. Jack en
joys curling, family outings and family history re
search. 

Yeomans, Joseph Shirley 
by N. N. Lee 

In the fall of 1882 JOSEPH SHIRLEY YEO-



MANS found his homestead on the quarter section 
just east of Napinka cemetery. The next spring he 
returned from Camden East, Ontario with his family, 
driving from Brandon. In 1884 their farmhouse be
came the Napinka post office (though 1. S. insisted 
on spelling Winapeg thus!) and remained so until the 
railway came through in 1891. In the early years the 
Yeomans house was used for church services on 
Sundays. The first N apinka school was built on the 
Yeomans homestead. 

The eldest daughter ALMA had married in On
tario to Shirley Paul. They farmed near Melita from 
1901 to 1905 or 1906 before moving to Govan, Sas
katchewan. Daughter ELIZABETH JANE married 
Noah CrowelL Their daughter VERLA spent much 
of her life at Melita as Mrs. Jack Larway, now in 
Brandon. 

Sons SAM and DAVID homesteaded at 
Napinka, but David eventually went to Oregon where 
his grandchildren live today. 

Joseph's second wife ANNIE NUGENT had four 
children, all born in Ontario. The girls, AGGIE and 
DUSSIE, in their early teens in the 1880's, enlivened 
many concerts in the locality as Aggie played piano 
or organ while Dussie sang. Aggie married Dave 
Cosgrove. Dussie married Dave Lee while teaching 
school near Portage la Prairie. The two sisters had 
brick houses built for them next door to each other at 
the north end of Napinka. The two younger sons 
MORLEY and TALMADGE went homesteading in 
western Saskatchewan in 1910. Talmadge died there 
the next year but Morley farmed the rest of his life 
near Marengo. 

Yeomans, Melville L. 
Samuel and Elizabeth Yeomans and their family 

moved from the Tweed area of Ontario in 1892 to a 
farm two miles north of Medora. Seven years later, 
their oldest son, William, purchased 1-4-25, north 
west of Medora. It was virgin prairie at that time and 
had been owned by Manitoba Southwest Coloniza
tion Railway Co. He married Sarah Fleming in 1905 
and their son, Melville was born in 1906, followed 
later by Leila, Howard, Eileen and Mildred. William 
died at age forty and two years later the family moved 
to McTaggart, Saskatchewan when their mother was 
married to Elias 1. Reaney. 

In 1925 MELVILLE, better known as Mel., re
turned to· operate the family farm at Medora. On 
December 26, 1942 he married RETA L. CORBETT 
of Yellow Grass, Saskatchewan. Their home was 
blessed with three children: LARRY, who died at age 
five during the severe polio epidemic: DIANE, mar
ried to Grant Gibson, formerly of Deloraine, living 
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Mel and Reta Yeomans. 

in Calgary and parents of Jill Marie 1981 model: 
and CORY who lives in Winnipeg. 

Melita was visited regularly during Diane and 
Cory's earlier years when Diane received piano les
sons from Mr. Jobbins and Cory was given musical 
instruction and participated in the school band under 
Mr. Max White. Mel and Reta enjoyed many pleasant 
evenings with the Melita Square Dancing Club when 
it was active in the sixties. 

In 1977 a home was built at 60 Campbell St., 
Melita and Mel and Reta moved there in December. 
They continued to spend the winters in Weslaco, 
Texas; Mel was an active member of an all-Canadian 
band that played for dances in that area until his 
sudden passing on December 30, 1981. 

Yuill, David Williamson 
In the fall of 1908, D. Will Yuill, with his wife 

and small daughter, came to Melita, where he and his 
wife spent the rest of their lives. 

DAVID WILLIAMSON YUILL was born, Au
gust 11, 1878, in Brucefield, Ontario, the eldest child 
of Robert 1. Yuill and Annie Campbell YuilL He 
came as a small child with his parents to Portage la 
Prairie, and later the family moved to Carman. D. 
Will taught in country schools, then attended Man
itoba College and obtained his B.A. degree from the 
University of Manitoba in 1902. He was school prin
cipal at Gladstone, Minnedosa, Hartney and then in 
Melita. In 1911 he stopped teaching and articled in 



L.R.: Alison, Mrs. Yuill, Mr. YUill, Aunt Kate, Winifred, cousin 
Jean Engles, Wilhelmine, Bob Kilgour. 

law with George Archibald, taking over the practice 
in 1914. 

On August 1, 1906, D. Will Yuill married 
WINIFRED SARAH WELL WOOD of Minnedosa. 
She was born in Montreal, October 23, 1879, and 
came to Minnedosa in 1880 with her parents and two 
sisters. Her father was a Presbyterian minister who 
left a rapidly growing charge in Cote des Neiges, 
Montreal, to become a missionary in Manitoba. He 
preached each Sunday in Minnedosa and then spent 
most of the week travelling, with horse and buggy, 
covering a territory from Portage la Prairie to the 
Saskatchewan border, visiting, holding services, 
conducting marriages, funerals and baptisms, estab
lishing churches and schools, and after his health 
failed he still inspected schools in the spring and fall 
and went south for the winter, where he studied 
medicine, but he died at the age of 47. His wife, the 
former Sarah Jane Mitchell from Gananoque, was 
left with five young daughters to raise. She carried on 
the meteorological station until she came, in 1926, to 
spend her remaining years with the Yuills at Melita. 
She died in 1932, at the age of 84. 

D. Will and Winifred Yuill were both very active 
in the community. They were devoted members of 
Melita Presbyterian Church. Both taught Sunday 
school. He was an elder and clerk of Session for 
many years, and she sang in the choir and was active 
in the Women's Missionary Society and Ladies Aid. 
D. Will was an Oddfellow, and Winifred was initi
ated on the night of the institution of Golden Link 
Rebekah Lodge. They were very much interested in 
education, each served for some years on the school 
board. She was the first president of the W.I., was on 
the board of the Musical Festival, and they were 
active in the Field Day, Boys and Girls Club (fore
runner of 4H), Chautauqua and other community 
affairs. 
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D. Will Yuill died July 15, 1970, and Winifred 
died November 13, 1970. 

The Yuills had two daughters, WINIFRED 
ANNA and JESSIE WILHELMINE. Both girls 
obtained their schooling in Melita. Winifred was a 
member of the first Grade XII class, which was set up 
in the fall of 1922, with the co-operation of the 
School Board and the parents of seven graduates of 
Grade XI, a third teacher was hired and for that one 
year the High School became a Collegiate. Four 
teachers, two of them former students at Melita, left 
their positions at Christmas and came to join the 
group in Grade XII. In the fall of 1923, Winifred took 
a course in typing and short-hand in Brandon, and 
went into her father's office in January 1924, as 
stenographer. In 1926 she completed second year 
Arts, extra-murally, and spent the next two winters at 
the University of Manitoba, obtaining her B.A. in 
1928. She worked for nine months in Winnipeg, then 
spent a year in the east as Girls Work Secretary for 
the Presbyterian Church, then in 1930 returned to 
Melita and went back into the office. She articled in 
law, which she took extramurally, was called to the 
Bar in 1934 and set up a practice in Cypress River. 
The next spring she moved to Newdale, where she 
practiced for four years, then returned to Melita in 
1939 and went into practice with her father. On De
cember 31, 1951, she married CHESTER 
WHITLEY but continued in the practice until she 
retired in 1974. Chester died December 4, 1955. 

Wilhelmine graduated from Brandon Normal 
School in 1928 and taught at Whitewater, Napinka, 
Beverly and Elva. She attended classes at summer 
school, at the university, each summer and spent one 
winter at Wesley College. She married ROBERT J. 
KILGOUR on July 23, 1938. They lived in the Red 
Lake area, then in Sault Ste. Marie, Regina, Dis
cover (a gold mine north of Yellowknife), then from 
1969 to 1981 in Ballygahan, Avoca, Ireland. They 
returned to Canada and have settled in Penticton, 
B.C. They have two daughters. Jocelynne (Jo) is 
married to 1. R. Weston and they live in Ottawa. They 
have three children. Alison, the younger daughter, is 
a librarian in Hay River. 

Young, Seymour 
ROBERT JOHN BELL YOUNG (born 1841) 

married AGNES BROWN (born 1851) in 1875 in 
Deseronto, Ontario. They had three children, EVE 
(born February 8, 1877), SEYMOUR (born Apri14, 
1879) and CHARLIE (born June 23, 1881). 

Seymour was born and raised near the Deseronto 
and Bath area, on the Bay of Quinte, Lake Ontario. 
In 1902 he came to the Deloraine area and farmed 
west of Waskada on N 34-1-26 with his brother 



Seymour Young family. L-R., Back: Margaret, Roy, Beatrice, 
Ovey, Ann, Seymour, Frank. Front: Minnie, Scott, Corrine, 
Dorothy and Pearl Young (1943). 

Charlie. Seymour met IVA PEARL TALLON 
whose parents were John (born 1860) and Alice Julia 
Loyst (born October 2, 1883) of Ontario. Seymour 
and Pearl were married December 18, 1907 and had 
three boys, Ovey (see separate history), Roy and 
Frank (see separate history). All three were born in 
Waskada and were delivered by Mrs. J. Smart (Frank 
Smart's mother). 

Roy joined the Air Force as a flying officer and 
married Beatrice Johnston of Goodlands. They had 
one son Trenton before Roy went went overseas 
where he was killed during a mission over Germany 
in World War II. 

Young, Ovey Seymour 
Ovey was born March 9, 1909 and received his 

education in Waskada. In 1934 he and Eliza Ann 
Hollingworth were married in Napinka. They then 
took off in an old Graham-Page car with a trailer and 
effects to the Peace River to look for land, and later 
moved to Vancouver Island. Ovey started logging 
and ended up driving a logging truck. Then they 
moved back to Waskada to farm in 1935. They seeded 
their first crop in 1936 and continued to farm until 
Ovey retired in 1965. In the 1940's Ovey planted 
36,000 trees on Section 4-2-26 which is still a land
mark. For many years Ovey curled in the rural 
bonspiels and drove to Winnipeg to curl with his 
teammates in the Winnipeg spiel on 13 occasions. 
Anne had to put up with old wood cook stoves, hand 
washers and no electricity for many years. 

Anne and Ovey had three children, Corrine May 
born in Deloraine Hospital on October 27, 1936, 
Dorothy Ann born April 24, 1940 and Roy Ovey born 
August 26, 1944. 
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Corrine married Alfred Hugh Vincent, a 
Customs Officer. They have two girls, Jacqueline 
Dawn and Tracy Lee and now reside in Winnipeg. 

Dorothy married Dennis Olischefski. They own 
and operate Den's Jewellers in Deloraine and have 
two children, Deidrie Ann and Darren Laverne. 

Roy was delivered in the farm home by Dr. 
William Malyska and his wife Shirley. Roy married 
Donna Bryington. They own and operate I & M 
Electric Rebuilders Ltd., in Thunder Bay, Ontario. 
They have two children Glen Roy and Robin Odin. 

Ann died in 1974. Ovey married Dorothy McKin
ney. They spent the winter months in Phoenix, Ari
zona and the summer in Canada. 

Young, Frank 
Frank was born February 10, 1917 and was edu

cated at Waskada. In 1936 he went to Red Lake , 
Ontario and took his first job at Howey Gold Mines, 
firing a steam boiler and playing hockey on the side. 
In 1938-39 he went to Elva and managed the Lake of 
The Woods elevator until joining the Air Force on 
October 10, 1939 as a wireless electrical mechanic. 
He went overseas in February 1940 with the first Air 
Force squadron (110'h). During his three year stay in 
England he met Margaret McIntosh Brown, who was 
born May 7, 1918 to Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Brown of 
Motherwell, Lanarkshire, Scotland. Frank and Mar
garet were married on February 26,1941 both return
ing to Canada on the Empress of Scotland in March 

Seymer, Margaret and Frank Young in 1978. 



· 1943. Margaret was one of the first British war brides Young, Seymer Ross 
to corne to Canada. 

Frank was then stationed in Calgary as an instruc
tor at #2 Wireless School and Margaret worked part
time in the Hudson's Bay store. On discharge from 
the Air Force in 1945 they took over Frank's father's 
farm and acquiring more land they farmed for 25 
years. They have one son Seymer (see separate histo
ry). 

Seymer, the only son of Frank and Margaret 
Young, was born November 28, 1948 at Deloraine. 
He was educated at Waskada and studied music with 
Mrs. Blanck, obtaining his Grade VIII piano and 
also music history. He then went to Winnipeg and 
obtained his BSc in civil engineering P. Eng. at the 
University of Manitoba in 1971 and his D. P. A. at the 
University of Victoria. He has been working for the 
Department of Highways since going to British Co
lumbia in 1971. Margaret was best known for her musical talents 

as she was choir leader or organist in the United 
Church. 

Frank and Margaret retired to Victoria, British 
Columbia where they now reside. There they belong 
to the Ardmore Golf and Country Club and to the 
Victoria Curling Club. 

Seymer married Catherine Belisle of Kamloops 
on August 24, 1974 and they have one son Aaron 
Thomas Ross born November 30, 1977 at Prince 
George, British Columbia. 

Seymer enjoys music and is a member of the 
Prince George cantata singers. 

Family or Descendants Contacted - no 
history submitted 
( )Married Name 
Adams, Al 
Allenby, Charles 
Alston 
Alton, Jack 
Amos, Jock 
Anderson, Al 
Anderson, Arthur 
Anderson, Elsie Mrs. 
Anderson, George 
Anderson, Jim and Margaret 
Anderson, Lizzie Mrs. 
Anderson, Robert 
Anderson, Vince 
Annell, Neils 
Armitage, Don 
Armstrong, Gordon 
Arnold, Louise (Chipman) 
Arthur, Jean (Reid) 
Arthur, Robert 
Ashbee, Rev. William 
Asmundson, Harold 
Atkins, Gordon 
Austin, Robert 
Axford, James 
Bagley, George 
Bailey, Frank 
Bailey, Henry 
Baker, Eugene 
Balance, Keith 
Baldwin, Kim Cst. 
Ball, Brian 
Ball, Murray 
Ballard, Jim 

Banks, James Sr. 
Barbolak, William 
Barber, Alex 
Barfoot, Rev. W. F. 
Barnes, Carl 
Barnes, Gladys (Patmore) 
Barnes, Rosa (Solomon) 
Barnstable, Bob 
Baskier, Joseph 
Baumgarten, Chris 
Bawtinhimer, Ron 
Beamish, Jack 
Beaudette, Robert Cpl. 
Beaumont, John 
Beedie, Rachel Mrs. 
Belfry, Warren 
Bell, Duncan 
Bell, Ralph 
Bell, Robert 
Bender, Doug 
Bennett, Jack 
Bennie, Thomas 
Benton, Lucy (Elliott) 
Bewski, Lawrence 
Bilton, Verne 
Black, Ann (Perry) 
Blair, Lillian Miss 
Blaker, Doreen (Cutforth) 
Bloomer, Cecil 
Bloomfield, Elsie Mrs. 
Boden, Ed 
Bodkin, Albert 
Bolton, Lawrence 
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Bonner, Joseph 
Boughton, Neil 
Boulton, Les 
Boyd, Dick 
Boyes, Robert 
Braddell, David 
Branston, George 
Breakey, A. L. 
Breemersch, Gus 
Briggs, Lillian (Spence) 
Brimacombe, Torn 
Brimacombe, Vera Miss 
Brister, Garth 
Brooks, Gertie (Cloak) 
Brooks, Lucy (Wardle) 
Brown, Elizabeth (Burke) 
Brown, Gordon 
Brown, Marjorie (Romanik) 
Brown, Norman 
Brown, Rev. Sterling 
Brown, Wayne 
Bryson, Ralph 
Buck, Frank Sr. 
Buchy, Durwin 
Bugg, Art, Ken 
Bullen, 1. T. Cst. 
Bureyko, George 
Burnett, Earle 
Burnett, James 
Burnett, William 
Burridge 
Burtle, Ken 
Burton, Charles 



Busby, Clarence 
Buttars, Rev. John 
Cain, George 
Cains, Muriel Mrs. 
Caldwell, E. J. (Johnson) 
Caldwell, Wanda Mrs. 
Calrow, Eric 
Calthorpe, Gladys (Hamel) 
Calverly, Doug 
Cameron, Wes 
Cameron, William 
Campbell, Bessie (McKay) 
Campbell, Merv 
Canada, Gary 
Caney, Sarah Mrs. 
Carefoot, Pat (Hammell) 
Carter-Squire, Jack 
Cassin, William 
Charles, Gordon 
Charles, Walter 
Charles, Agnes (Hill) 
Chapman, Rev. Colin 
Cheyne, James Sr. 
Chisholm, Betty Miss 
Champness, Canon W.A. 
Churcher, Grant 
Chyzyk, John 
Clairmont, Clyde Cst. 
Clark, Ardell (Tronness) 
Clark, Curtis Mrs. 
Clark, Mallo 
Clarke, Henry 
Clarkson, Dennis 
Clubb, James 
Cochlan, Alf 
Codling, Wes 
Cole, Charles 
Coleman, Dorothy (Wilson) 
Collier, George 
Collins, Frances (McKellar) 
Compton, Harry 
Conley, Dr. Jim 
Conley, Stan 
Conroy, Jack 
Cook, Clarence 
Cook, Dorothy 
Cook, Fred 
Cooper, Danny 
Cooper, Wilfred 
Cornell, Bob 
Cornish 
Cosgrove 
Costello, Truman 
Coxworth, John 
Coulter, Francis 

Couvier, Nels 
Craig, Alex 
Craig, Mayben (Moody) 
Crawford 
Creighton, Robin Mrs. 
Critchlow, Jane Mrs. 
Crockett 
Crosbie, Molly Miss 
Cross, Rev. W. A. 
Cruikshank, Florence Mrs. 
Cuthbert, Thomas 
Culbertson, Blaine, Roy 
Culley, A. Mrs. 
Cummins, Les 
Currie, Larry, Terry 
Cuvelier, Marguerite (Wright) 
Cwir, Brian 
Dalziel, Bruce 
Dandy, Edna Mrs. 
Dandy, Vina (Craven) 
Davidson, L. W. 
Davies, Robert 
Davison, John 
Dawley, Ken 
Deacon, Ed 
Deans 
Dell, Wes 
Dempsey, Katherine (Conway) 
Dempster, Paul 
Dempster, Pastor S. 
De Neve, Harvey 
Dennison 
Derksen, Glen 
Derksen, Joan 
Deroches, Firmin 
De Vuyst, Leona Miss 
Dick, Hank 
Dickson, Marvin 
Dickson, Sandra Miss 
Dillabough, Wayne 
Dinsmore, Jim 
Dixon, Cliff 
Doell, Pete 
Doerfler, Joseph 
Donohue, Jerry 
Donaghy, Jack 
Done, Hugh 
Dorgan, Oscar 
Doucett, Fred 
Dougherty, Frank 
Dowse, George 
Drayson, Ellen (Walker) 
Drayton 
Dundas, William 
Dunfield, Howard 
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Dunlop, Bob 
Dunn, Beatrice (Hertlein) 
Dunn, Lawrence A. 
Dunn, L. A. 
Dunn, William 
Dunning, Bill, Harold, Syd 
Duxbury, Warda (Lamblin) 
Dyck, Elma Mrs. 
Edwards, Harvey 
Edwards, Vince 
Edwards, William 
Eldred, Leo 
Elliott, Dave 
Elliott, Doreen Miss 
Elliott, Jack 
Elliott, Jean Mrs. 
Elliott, John B. 
Elliott, Verne 
Eng, G. W. 
Erickson, Orville 
Erlendson, John 
Erlendson, William 
Ewart, L. P. Cpl. 
Eyvindson, Peter 
Fairgrieves 
FaHoon, Karen Miss 
Faris, Mona Mrs. 
Farmer, Elmer 
Farmer, George 
Farough, Victor 
Farrow, Harry 
Faucett, Jean (Down) 
Fear, Leonard 
Feist, Jack 
Fennell, Ernest 
Fenton, Eddie 
Fewings, Muriel (Nichols), Ray 
Fieldsend, A. C. 
Filteau, Dick 
Finch, Nellie (Fulton) 
Findley, Violet (Cuthbert) 
Fink, Herb Cpl. 
Fisher 
Flemington, 
Foran, Father Ken 
Fortier, Eugene 
Forsythe, Glen 
Foster, Cecil 
Fournie 
Franz, Alvin 
Fraser, Angus 
Fraser, Ian 
Freeborn, Alice Mrs. 
Freeman, Sadie (Chapman) 
Friesen, Sylvia Miss 



Fritzke, Gertie 
Froome, Jim Cst. 
Funk, Abe 
Furby, Les 
Galbraith, Archie 
Gamey, Bird E. Miss 
Gardner, Len, Stan 
Garratt, Ruben 
Garrett, George 
Gibson 
Gilchrist, Margaret (Braaksma) 
Gill, Jim 
Gillies, Allan 
Gilliland, Gertrude (Gordon) 
Goleski, Frank 
Goodman, Oscar 
Gordon, Crystal (Cripps) 
Gordon, Glen 
Goudie, Gib 
Gould, Ruby (Bailey) 
Gould, Maurice 
Gowanlock, Marjorie Mrs. 
Graham, Sandra (Moody) 
Granger, Ken 
Grant, Jean (Brownridge) 
Greene, Pat Miss 
Green, Murray 
Grierson 
Grieve, Walter 
Griffith, Clayton 
Griffith, Gladys (Goodridge) 
Groening, Mel 
Groves, Iverson 
Gulka, Leslie Mrs. 
Hagan, Colleen (Buckleschuk) 
Hairsine, Bert 
Hales, Rev. L. 1. 
Hall, Lome, Irene 
Halls, Alvin 
Halls, Cora Mrs. 
Halls, Florence Mrs. 
Halls, Gladys Mrs. 
Halls, Mildred Mrs. 
Hallam, Tom 
Hamilton, David 
Hamilton, A. C. 
Hammell, Jack 
Hanna, Wayne 
Hannah, Enid (James) 
Hannah, Murray 
Harlton, Harvey 
Harkness, William 
Harper, Mary Mrs. 
Harvey, Steve 
Hassett, Shirley (Waterman) 

Hastings, Helen (Cassan) 
Hathaway, John 
Hawcutt, Fred 
Hay, Margaret Miss 
Haymen, Avis (Stitt) 
Hays, Shirley (Johnson) 
Hayward, Roy 
Hazelwood, Maureen (Kitson) 
Heath, William 
Hellander, Allan 
Helmeczi, Ken 
Hembroff, R. 1. 
Hemphill, Joan (Yarish) 
Henton, Doug 
Hester, Rev. Donald 
Heudebaruck, Butch 
Hibbert, Ken 
Hickling, Russell 
Higginbothom, Brock 
Higgins, Vic, Bill, Archie, Edith 
Hill, B. c., Fred 
Hill, Bessie Marie, Georgina 

(Matiation) 
Hill, Faith Miss 
Hinchey, Marilyn (McClelland) 
Hoe, Mae (MacKenzie) 
Hodgins, Tom 
Hodgins, Fred 
Holden, Jack 
Holden, William, Robert 
Holden, Ruth (Cameron) 
Holmes, Gordon, Royden 
Holmes, Rick 
Hope, Marguerite (McRuer) 
Hope, Munro 
Howden, Carol (Swain) 
Howden, Earl 
Howell, Dell 
Hudson, Ewart 
Hudson, Katherine Miss 
Hume, Frank 
Humphries, Phoebe Miss 
Hunt, James 
Huybrecht, Nettie Miss 
Ingram, Doug 
Ings, Percy 
Innes, Roy 
Irwin, Cecil 
Irwin, Elgin 
Isaacs, Reginald 
Isaacs, Jack 
Ison, Rev. F. 1. 
Jacobs, Asceal 
Jago, Keith 
Jaco, Shirley 
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Jasper, Ed 
Jaworski, Father Stan 
Jemson, Dr. John 
Jennings, George 
Jobbins, Percy 
Johannson, Baldur 
Johannson, Sarah (Bott) 
Johnson, Andy, Jim 
Johnson, Bert 
Johnson, Glenys, Vivian 
Johnson, Charles 
Johnson, Ed 
Johnson, Peter L. 
Johnson, Grace (Roblin) 
Joint, Gerry 
Jones, David 
Jones, Dr. E. M. 
Jones, Howard, Fred, Clarence 
Jones, Fanny Mrs. 
Jones, Katie (Hussband) 
Jorden, Alma (Ramsey) 

Kalyniuck, Nick 
Karpan, Audrey Miss 
Kaspick, Ben 
Keast, Kathy Miss 
Keen, Frank 
Kellar, Richard 
Kelly, Margaret (Frankemalle) 
Kelly, Frank 
Kelly, George 
Kemp, Esther (Gowanlock) 
Kemp, Frank 
Kennedy, Emslie 
Kennedy, Sam 
Kenner, Howard 
Kenner, William 
Keown, Jack 
Ketcheson, Lettitia Mrs. 
Keyes, Leonard 
Kielhorn, Doris (Smith) 
Kilfoyle, Abner 
Klassen, Cornelius John 
Klein, Phil 
Klimczak, Zygmunt 
Klusen, Gayle Miss 
Knight, Lois (Bowman) 
Knight, Wayne 
Kobs, Otto 
Kowal 
Kowbel, Francis Mrs. 
Krislock, Wayne 
Kurtz, Fred 

La Baron, Myrtle (McDonald) 



La Chapelle, Lucy Miss 
La Forrest, Edna (Hickling) 
Laing, Richard 
Lamont, Thomas 
Lampertz, Jake 
Land, Marion 
Lepoudre, Maurice 
Laughlin, Clyde 
Lawrence, Mary Jane Mrs. 
Lawley, George 
Lawson, Rev. Michael 
Lee, Dell (Perssons) 
Lee, Glover 
Lee, Rev. F. W. 
Lee, Laura Jean (Campbell) 
Lee, Lyle 
Lee, Peter 
Leech, Evelyn (Mullett) 
Leigh, Pearl (Wilson) 
Lenz, August 
Leoppky, Cheryl Miss 
Leslie, Alex 
Leslie, Ken 
Lesniewski, Stan 
Leverington, Bill 
Lialuik, Peter 
Lindbloom, George 
Lindbloom, Randy 
Lipscomb 
Livesley, Clare, Emily 
Lodwick 
Lockhart, Cliff 
Longman, Mabel Mrs. 
Love, Robert 
Low, Jim 
Lumb, George 
Luska, Stan 

Maffenbeier, Rosemary (Jaeb) 
Main, Dorothy Mrs. 
Main, Jean Mrs. 
Mainland, John 
Malhi, Mohan 
Matkins, Beatrice (Elder) 
Mallo, Wes 
Malmus, Alma Miss 
Mann, William 
Mark, Dave 
Martel, 1. A. Y. Cst. 
Martin, Margaret Miss 
Martin, 1. Cpl. 
Marshall, Alice (Downey) 
Marshall, Jim, Ted 
Mason, George 
Mason, William and Alice 

Matcham, Edith Mrs. 
Matchett, R. G. 
Matheson, Emily Mrs. 
Mattice, Dave 
May, Steve 
Mayes, Peggy 
Mayes, Ralph 
Maynier, Rev. Kayleen 
Mee, James Sr. 
Mensch, Art 
Messner, Ray 
Millard, Gail (Robertson) 
Miller, Charles 
Miller, Alex 
Miller, H. D. Miss 
Millions, Wanda (Wray) 
Mills, A. L. Mr. 
Mills, Ewart 
Miner, Floyd 
Minshull 
Moar, Doug 
Modeland, James 
Moir, Barb Mrs. 
Moir, Jim 
Moorby, W. W. 
Moore, Bert 
Moore, Flora (Russell) 
Moore, Robert and Gladys 
Moreau, Giselle 
Morgan, Harold 
Morris, Fred 
Morton, Crissie (Foster) 
Mote, Audrey Mrs. 
Motz, George 
Mountain, Robert 
Mudry, Joe 
Muir, Eva Miss 
Mullen, Rev. James 
Murray, Allan 
Murray, Alex 
Murray, Dave 
Murray, Roberta, Ruth, Wilma 
Murray, Ruth Mrs. 
Murray, Twilla Miss 
Murray, Walter 
Musson, H. P. 
Mutch, Donald 
Mutch, John 
Myles, Andrew 
Myles, Thomas A. 
Maclean, John D. 
McAuley, Angus 
McAuley, Ruth Mrs. 
McCallum, James Sr. 
McCharles, Ken 
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McCormick, Bill 
McCreath, Cy 
McCullough, Ida (Brady) 
McCuish, 1. Cpl. 
McDermit, Don 
McDonald, Rev. 1. G. 
Mcfarlane 
Mcfarlane, Ken Cst. 
McFetridge, Dr. Sam 
McGavin, Bill 
McGee, John 
McGregor, Ed 
McGregor, Flora (Andrews) 
McJannet, Thomas 
McKague, John Sr. 
McKeller, Archie 
McKenzie, Neil 
McKinney, Rev. Irwin 
McKinny, Jack 
McKinney, John 
McKinney, Lloyd 
McKinney, Mae (Sexton) 
McLaughlan, H. B. R. Cst. 
McLean, Goldie 
McLean, William 
McLenahan, Barb (Jones) 
McLoughlin, Trevor 
McLure, William Neil 
McMaster, Annie Miss 
McMaster, John 
McMechan, Louise (Mann) 
Me Meehan , Tom 
McMillan, Crawford 
McMillan, Donna (Adams) 
McMillan, Doug 
McMillan, Howard 
McMillan, Rev. Ian 
McMillan, Kay Mrs. 
McMurdo, William 
McMurray, Edna Mrs. 
McNeill, Rev. W. A. 
McNutt, Sam 
McSweenie, Eileen (Stephenson) 
McTaggart, Archie 
Nash, Rev. A. L. 
Nazar, David, Debbie 
Nedohin, Brian 
Nehring, Bruce 
Nelms, William 
Nelson, Nels 
Nelson, Wes 
Ness, Nick 
Nestibo, Bryan, Delory 
Neuman, Gus 
Neuman, Joe 



Nichol, Nick Cst. 
Nichols, Alvin 
Nield, Alvin 
Nielson, Nora 
Nielson, Rudolph 
Nilson, Halley 
Noble, Marjorie (Napper) 
Oliver, Ken 
O'Rourke, James 
Osborne, Dale Cpl. 
Otto, Louise (Jonsson) 
Owens, Robert Sr. 
Palmer, Ivy (Stewart) 
Pander, Richard 
Parker, Joe 
Parker, John 
Parker, Kevin 
Partridge, R. R. 
Passmore, Rev. Bob 
Pateman, Isobel Mrs. 
Paton, Helen (Jones) 
Patterson, Timothy 
PattIe, Wayne 
Pawlosky, Walter 
Pearce, Dorothy (Ashley) 
Pearl, Dr. Sarah 
Pedden, Matt 
Petersen, Erna (Moore) 
Peel, Robert 
Pelletier, Marcel 
Penner, Jake 
Penner, Randy 
Penno, Art 
Perreault, Rene 
Petryna, Ron 
Phan, Ngoc 
Philip, Lilias 
Pierce, Frances (Dempsey) 
Pineo, Gordon 
Pitcher, George 
Player, F. E. L. Cst. 
Poast 
Pollock, Orma (Olstrom) 
Poole, Mrs. (W. Vere) 
Pope, Bernice Mrs. 
Popkin, Lillian Miss 
Porter, Roydon 
Poston, Ralph 
Potter, Winnifred (Finlay) 
Powne, William 
Prawdzik, Gerry 
Prefontaine, Marc 
Price, Lynn 
Proven, Harold 
Provost, Louis 

Purvis, George 
Quinn, Lou 
Radcliffe, Jack 
Ramsay, Clair 
Ramsey, Roland 
Ramseyer, Marcel 
Ratcliffe, Ed 
Reddaway, Alvin 
Reddaway, Veta (Beckstead) 
Reding, Leo 
Rees, Terry 
Reeve, Ian 
Reimer, Pearl Mrs. 
Rennie, Gerald 
Renwick, John Sr. 
Reynolds, Doug 
Richardson, Calvin 
Richter, Lawrence 
Riddell, Walter 
Riddell, Dale 
Riddell, Robert 
Riddell, Ross 
Ridley, Art 
Robbins, Ed 
Robbins, Dr. John 
Robertson, Elizabeth Mrs. 
Robertson, Doris, Irene, Isabell 
Robertson, Jack 
Robertson, Thomas 
Robinson, Rev. 1. E. 
Robinson, Bernice (Lee) 
Robinson, Beryl Miss 
Robinson, Merv 
Robinson, Sarah Mrs. 
Robson, Aleck 
Robson, Harvey 
Rodenbush, Ken 
Rollins, George 
Rolls, Doris Mrs. 
Rookes, Ken 
Ross, Evans 
Rostecki, Mae Miss 
Rourke, Arthur 
Rowe, Hazel (Crawford) 
Rudneski, Bruce 
Ruskin, Charles 
Russell, Helen (Meadows) 
Sallows, Roy 
Sambrook, Elva (Mosset) 
Samways, Rhoda (Burbank) 
Sandwith, Kenneth 
Sargent, Allan 
Sargent 
Saunders, Rev. Clark 
Saunders, Len 
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Schlemmer, I van 
Schmidt, Albert 
Schmidt, Loni 
Schmidtke, Ed 
Schooley, Joseph 
Schoonbaert, Paul 
Schuddemat, Katherine 

(DeVrieze) 
Schultz, Steve 
Scott, Bob 
Scott, Keith 
Scott, Rev. P. E. 
Sellers, Agnes (Forrest) 
Shand, George 
Shantz, Moses 
Shatford, C. 
Shatford, Mae Mrs. 
Sherman, Scott Sr. 
Sibley, Robert 
Sieczkarski, Father Joe 
Siemans, Henry 
Sifton, Cecil 
Sigurjonson, Johann 
Simpson, Adam 
Simpson, Percy 
Simpson, George 
Sinclair, Donald 
Sinclair, Mike 
Singh, Dr. D. C. 
Sinkinson, Lionel 
Sisson, Claude, Alf 
Sitko, Bob 
Skelton,1.A. 
Skeoch, Ron 
Skidmore, William 
Skoceylas, Don 
Slack, Lome 
Slade, Russ 
Smeltz, Morris 
Smider, Frank 
Smith, Rev. Gordon 
Smith, Joan (Montieth) 
Smith, John 
Smith, Rev. W. D. 
Smithson, Lionel 
Snyder, Henry 
Sood, Dr. Bob 
Sorenson, Albert 
Southam, Doug 
Spence, John 
Spencer, Charles 
Spencer, Elmer 
Spencer, MaIjorie Miss 
Spriggs, Ethel (Webb) 
Stangel, Jim 



Stanley, Ruby Miss 
Steeves, Rose (McRae) 
Stephens, Jim 
Stephenson, Jack 
Stevens, Mervin 
Stevenson, Helen (Lyle) 
Stewart, Dan 
Stewart, Karen (Turnbull) 
Stewart, Joseph 
Stewart, George 
St. Goddard, Phyllis Miss 
Stoecklein, Henry 
Stonehouse, Bryon 
Storey, Gordon 
Storie, Kenneth 
Storlie, Brenda 
Story, Terry 
Strachan, Breber 
Stratford, Minnie Mrs. 
Stratton, Maurice 
Stratton, Dudley 
Stroud, Roy 
Somers, Betty (Canada) 
Sturch, Frank 
Sturgeon, T. D. 
Sures, H. A. 
Sutherland, Duncan 
Sutton, Stan 
Sutton, Will 
Sveistrup, Hal 
Swartzman, Eva (Durnin) 
Switzer, Bill 
Switzer, Fred 
Tarr, A. Miss 
Tamblyn, Tom 
Tank, Elroy 
Tarbet, John 
Taylor, Mignon (Boyd) 
Temple, Lucille (Bourns) 
Thomas, Frances (Jacques) 
Thomas, Walter 
Thompson, Ed 

Thompson, Joy Mrs. 
Thompson, Keith 
Thompson, Wilbur 
Tibbett, Joseph 
Timms, Evelyn (Dinsdale) 
Tole, Ray 
Toms, Ernie 
Trail, Faye, Feme, Ivan 
Trollope, Ivy Miss 
Trotter, Thomas 
Tweed, Alex 
Tweed, Lynda (Eldred) 
Tyndale, Rev. G. W. 
Underhill, Wes 
Vandenbosche, Norbert, Rita 

(Bussman) 
Vandendorpe, Gerard 
Vanderhave, William 
Vanhove, Richard 
Vankleek 
Van Linden, John 
Vassart, Jim 
Vendsel, Christine Miss 
Vickers, Ivan 
Vinck, Marc Mrs. 
Voas, Sam 
Voodre, Glen 
Wadsworth, Thomas 
Waite, Walter 
Walford, Victor 
Walker, Joe 
Walker, Joyce (Barr) 
Wall, Theodore 
Walls, Allan 
Warkentin, John 
Webb, Dr. Cecil 
Wells, Kelly 
Westover, Alvin 
Wheadon, Rae Cst. 
Wheeler, Rev. A. D. 
Whiley, Jean (Barsness) 
White, Gwen (Orr), Marge (Vey) 
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White, Max 
Whiteman, Charlene (Hunter) 
Whitfield, Canon B.o. 
Wicks, Tom 
Wiebe, Ron 
Wight, Laurie 
Wilbee, Richard 
Wilcox, Rev. Art 
Wilken, John 
Wilkinson, William 
Wilkinson, Edwin 
Wilkie, N. F. Cst. 
Wilkins, Rev. C. E. 
Williams, John Cst. 
Willaert, Oscar, Remi 
Winthrope, James 
Wilson, Dr. Frederick 
Wilson, Calvin, Ferelith, Paton 
Wilson, Edna 
Wilson, Janet (Coleman) 
Wilson, Keith 
Wilt, Paul 
Wilton, Mark 
Winkless, Phil 
Wishnowski, Russell 
Witcher, Albert 
Wiznuk, Rev. 1. 
Wood, Brenda 
Wood, Jean (Sutherland) 
Woodbury, G. M. Cst. 
Woodland, Les 
Wookey, George 
Wray, William 
Wright, Helen (Dann) 
Wright, Thomas 
Wright, William 
Wyatt, Harry 
Yarema, Ted 
Yanick, Larry 
Yuen, Barry 
Yurachuck, Walter 
Zaharychuk, John 



Wedding of Frank Sutcliffe and Henrietta Brown at the Browns homestead 1903. Back Row: Max Cole, Aubrey Elliott. Jim Bacon. 
Mr. Detwiler, Lank Savage. John Lamport. William Baumgarten, William Paxton, Lou Forsyth, Wes Crane, Jim Savage. Billy Smith, 
Tom Hamilton, Ed Brown, Reg Wood. 3rd Row: Mrs. Will Brown, Alice Brown. Mabel Forsyth, Mrs. Lank Savage, Mrs. Wm. 
Baumgarten, Mrs. Detwiler, Mary Cole, Fanny Smith, Mrs. Hughes (sister of Frank Sutcliffe), Mrs. Bacon, Mrs. Canfield (minister's 
wife), Mrs. Tom Hamilton and son, Mrs. J. Lamport, Mrs. Savage (Sr.), Mrs. Cole. 2nd Row: Will Brown, Henry Brown, Mr. Canfield 
(minister), Frank Sutcliffe, Ettie Brown Sutcliffe, Jane Brown, George Austin, Mrs. Henry Brown, Harvey Brown. Front Row: Russell 
Brown, John Hughes, Anna Loucks, Jean Bulloch, Charles Brown. 

Harry and Mrs. Greenhalgh. 
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Pictures of Interest 

Mr. and Mrs. Alex Mattice and sons John and Dave with wives 
Hazel and Clara, Helen (nee Mattice) and Bill Mallory and son. 

Mrs. Waterman (former Mrs. George Lawson) was born and 
raised in Melita. Her daughter, Edie, pinning on her corsage at 
her 90th Birthday celebration March 2, 1982. 

8Il 

Maude Graham, Hilda Ross, Roberta McKinley celebrated 
June birthdays for many years (all born same year). 

Party at the Dunbar home about 1923. L.-R.: visitor, Phyllis 
Leslie, Bertha Wood, Lynda Townsend, Mary Dunbar, Tot 
Graham, Dora Dunbar, visitor; Gerty Simpson, Muriel McJan
net, May Davidson, Tessie Deacon, Mary Heath, Mary Robert
son. 



Costume Era 

SETTLERS' CATALOGUE. 1903 

.MISSES' SKIRTS, CHILDREN'S COATS & ULSTERS 
MISSES' SKIRT 

XV. 4803. Misses' cheviot serge skirt, 

colors black, navy and Oxford, 

made with new pleats, lengths 32, 

34, 36 and 38 inches............. 3.00 

CHILDREN'S COATS 
AI~D ULSTERS 

~o. 809. Child's eiderdown coat, in 

cream and cardinal, trimmed with 

silk gimp and satin bands, lengths 

22, 24 and 26 inches ............... 1.69 

No. 315. Child's ripple eiderdown 

. coat, colors grey, cardinal and 

cream, trimmed with fancy silk 

braid, lengths 22, 24 and 26 inches 

............................................................. 2.25 
No. 6841. Child's beaver cloth ulster, 

colors navy, fawn, red and royal 

blue, trimmed with velvet pipings) 
Age ............. 4 6 8 
Length .... 27 in. 30 in. 33 in. 

4.00, 4.50, 5.00, 
Age ............. 10 
Length _36 in. 

5.50, 

12 
39 in. 

6.00 

14 
42 in. 

6.50 
No. 6846. Child's ulster, made of 

genuine Harris frieze, colors fawn, 

brown, blue mixture and green, 
trimmed with buttons and finished 

with rows of stitching, 
Age ............. 4 6 8 
Length ..... 27 in. 30 in. 33 in. 

6.00, 6.50 1.00 
Age ............. 1O 12 14 
Length_.36 in. 39 in. 42 in. 

7.50, 8.00, 8.50 
No. 6834. Child's automobile coat, 

made of Eng1ish beaver cloth, colors 

fawn, navy and royal blue, trimmed 

with strapping of velvet and satin, 

iizes 6, 8, 10 and 12 years... 3.15 

Taken from Eaton's Catalogue 1903. 
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1903 

1:3 -I.-I'~T. EATON C~;M'TED 190 VONGE ST., TORONTO, CANADA 

Use our} 
Mall Order 

System MEN'S AND 
Fur Coats 

6030X. Men's Raccoon fur coats, 50 inches 
natural dark full-ftl~~ skins, high 

cu t ()03~~~~~~: .. :~~~.~::~. ~t.~I.i~~~,,1~~~1 1~~:OO 
6040X. l\lcn'B Black Corsican Lamb fur 

overcoats,50 inches long,hiJdl storID collar, 
heavy Italian cloth lin.ing~as cut 6040:-; 
............................................................. L .. 20.00 

6040B. :ilIen's Black Astrachan fur oyer
coats, 50 inches long, bright glo~;;\' curl, 
strong peltll, high storm collar,' heavy 
naHan cloth lining, as cut 6040x 35.00 

6030C. IIIcn's Silver 'Wallaby iur o\'creoals, 
evenly matehcd skins, high .l'ollal', heavy 
lining, as cut 6030x........................... 13.50 

Fur lined Coats 
6020X. Beavershell 

and sleeves, otter or lamb collar, 
as cut 6020_................ ....................... 47.50 

Cauntlets 
5060X. Men's Raccoon Gauntlet, Mitts, as 

eut50S0x ............................................... 5,00 
5050X. iYfen's Persian Gauntlets, as ('ut 

5050x....................................................... 12.50 
5060B. Men's Wallaby Gaunt.Iet)Iitts, as 

cut 50S0x.................................. .............. 3,00 
5060C. Men's Wombat Gauntlet )Iitts. as 

cut 5060x ......................................... 3,'50 
50liOI(. Men's Corsican Lamb Gauntlet, :iHitts, 

aseut50S0x .......................................... 3.50 
5060L. Men's Black Astrachan Gauntlet 

Mitts, as cut, 5060x.......................... 5.00 

Caps 
5020X. Men's Persian Lamb Cap, as cut 

5020x............................................................ 3.50 
5020A. 1ien's Persian Lamb Capll, as cut 

5020x ......................................................... 5.00 
;j030X. Men's Persian Lamb Caps, as cut 

5030x ......................................................... 6.50 
4010X. Boys' and Misses' Grey Lamb Caps, 

as cut 4010x ........................................... 2.50 
]~lX. lVlen's and Youths' fine black imita

t,ion lamb caps, Dominion or \I'edge ~hape. 
as cut 121x......................................... ,,50 

122X. JliIen'sand Youths' fine quality black 
imitation lamb caps, plain sateen lining, 
as cuts 121x, 122x ................................. :.. .75 

123X.iYlen's and Youths' finest quality 
black imitation lamb caps, br:ght glossy 
('urI, best quality satin lining,as ellt" 121x, 
122x............................................................. 1.00 

Sleigh Robes 
5070X. Grey Goat Robe, size 60x'ill, as cut 

5070x ..................................... :................... 7.50 
5071X. Red River Robes, imitation buffalo 

with rubber interlining which makes it 
wind and rain proof, plush outside, size 
72x54, as cut 5070x................................ "1.75 

BOYS' FURS 

813 

{
Use Our 

.Mall Order 
System 



SETTLERS' CATALOGUE 1903 18 
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JAOKm, CAPERINES, NECK····SCARFS, . GAUNTLETS AND STORM COLLARS 
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Astrachan Jackets 
280X. Ladies' Black Astrachan Jackets, 

34 inches long, whole skins, strong 
pelts, high storm collar, Italian cloth 
lining, ~ut 280x .................... 25.00 

280E. Ladrllt11. Black Astrachan Jackets, 
36 inches mng, bright glossy evenly 
matched skins, high storm collar,Italian 
cloth lining, as cut 280x......... 30.00 

280B. Ladies' Black Astrachan Jackets, 
36 inches iong, extra quality, high storm 
collar, satin lined, as cut 280x 35.00 

Electric Seal Jackets 
260X. Ladies' Electric SealJackets, 24-

inches long, satin lined, high storm 
collar, as cut 260x..................... 30.00 

Near Seal Jackets 
250X. Ladies' Near Seal Jacket, 24 inches 

long,AlaskasabJe collar,cuff,;and revers, 
satin lined, as cut 250x.......... 45.00 

R~ccoon Jackets 
300X Ladies' Raccoon Jackets,34 inches 

long, natural dark full-furred skins, high 
storm collar, heavy Italian cloth lining, 
as cut 300x............. ....................... 45.00 

3000. Ladies' Raccoon J ackets,28 inches 
long, high storm collar, natural dark 
evenly matched skins, strong lining as 
cut 300x............................................ 35.00 

Caperines 
670X. Ladies' Caperine, Persian lamb 

yoke,Alaska sable trimming,as cut 670x 
............................................................. 25.00 

500X. Ladies' Oaperine, electric seal and 
0ppOS8um, as cut, 500x.............. 10.50 

440X. Caperine, electric seal,as cut 440x 
.................................................................. 7.00 

Neck Scarfs 
860X. Alaska Sable Neck Scarfs, as Ctlt 

860x ........................................................ 7.50 
730X~ Alaska Sable Neck Scarfs, as cut 

J30x .................................. __ .............. 10.00 

Cauntlets 
3050X. Ladies' Persian Lamb Gauntlets, 

as cut 3050x .......... ;.......................... 6.00 
3050A. Ladies' }~lectric Seal Gauntlets, 

as cut 301'0x..................................... 4.00 
3050B. :lad:es' Grey Lamb Gauntlets, 

as cut3050x ..................................... 4.00 
30500. Misses' Grey Lamb Gauntlets,as 

cut 3050x, only smaller............... 3.50 

Storm Collars 
1120X. Ladies' Grey Lamb Storm 

Collar, as cut 1120x .................... 5.00 
llOOX. Misses' Grey Lamb Collar, as 

cut llOOx........................................... 4.25 
2060X. Ladies' Black .Astrachan Muff, 

as cut 2060x ... ~ .......... "'._ ....... _ 3.60 
2000B. Ladies' Alaska. 'Sabla Muff. as 

(lUt 2060x ................. __ . ..................... 8.00 



1903 

28 .... l,T. EATON C~;MITED 190 YONGE ST., TORONTO, CANADA 

Use our} 
Mail Order 

System FURNITURE 

No. 390. Sideboard, hardwood, golden oak finish, 
neatly cnrved wi douhle top, 46 in. 
wide. Hx21 inch mirror, with two 
srnall dmwers and rcupboard 8.65 

Same sideboard, with carved panel back in place 
of mirror ............................. _ ........... _ ..... _. 7.00 

No. 414. Sideboard, made of selected ash, golden 
finish, richly carved, top 48 inches wide, 81 in. 
high, 15;.;:26 in. plate mirror, 2 small and 1 large 
drawer, large roomy cupboard, doors are pan· 
elled instead of plam, as shown in cut 12.50 

?~. Table, hardwood, goltlen oak finish, top 
',inches, legs bolted on, can be shipped 

Vith drawer, 1.80;wlthout drawer 1.65 

No. 290. Extension table, hardwood, golden 
finish, top'1O inches wide, with heavy rim and 
strongly braced legs, extending to 6 feet long. 
4.50; extending to 8 feet long............. 5.35 

No. O. Chair.hard· 
wood, gol den 
finish, strongly 
made, shipped 
knocked down, 
each ....... • 34 

No. 40. Chair, hardwood, 
1501den ottk finish,back 
IS neatly carved. with 
fancy turned spindles, 
solid shaped wood scat, 
brace arms, ea... .55 

No. 52. Chair, golden 
oak finish, high back 
6 in. carved top, slat 
shaped solid wood 
seat) brace arms, 
each ................. • 65 

No. 309. Rocking 
chair, ~o Ide n 
elm. hlgh back, 
neatly carved. 
solid wood seat 
............. -- 1.05 

No. 22. Rocking chair, an· 
tique finish, large size. 
high back............. 1.35 

8,15 

{
Use Our 

Mall Order 
System 

No. 392. Sideboard, hardwood,golden o!1k finish, 
with shaped double top, 40 inches wide. 1-1x24 
inch bevel·plate mirror, 1 large and 2 slnall 
drawers, and double cupboard, well made and 
finfshed. ............................... _.................... 9.50 

Sid 0~ 

board,made of 

ash, golden 

finish, neatly 

carved. fitted 

with 16x28 in. 

b ev e I-plate 

mirror 11.90 

Same sideboard 

in solid 0 a k, 

golden finish 

._,,_. 13.75 

Kitchen cabinet,has 2 capacious flour bins, tin 
lined,made to hold 50 lbs, also 2 lar~e dra.wers, 
1 fitted for spices. 1 for cutlery and lmens;aboo;e 
drawers is 1 large-size sliding baking board. 
Top is made of clean ba.<swood, size 28::.::18 in. 
heavy tmned legs, oil finished............... 0.26 

Kitchen tables, unpainted,with drawer ... t. 40 
No. 00. Kitchen table, basswood top, maplo lebS. 

stained and varnished, bolt~d·on legs, detached 
in shipping, 4 ft. long, 1.95; 4 it. () in. long, 
2.20; 5 it, long, 2.30. 

Fall·leaf tallIe, antique and dark finish, bolted 
leg"_ .• " .............. " .......... _ ....... _ ••.• " ........ 2.76 



Brown'School 
Play Made Hit 
At Tilslon 

A splendid performance was 
given in Tilston community hall 
on Monday evening by the dram
atic club of Brown's School, when 
they presented their three-act 
play, "George In a Jam." Plenty 
of comedy was provldM by the 
Larkin fiunily who were making 
efforts to acquire a polish for 
their daughter. Sarah, and at the 
same time found her a husband. , 

DICK filll'JOOn, who played the 
dual role of "Jack Carson," and 
"Lena" kept; the audience in a 
state ~f mirth. All parts were well 
presented. The cast was as fol
lows: 

Earl Bailey (Jim Gray and MJ'. 
Bute, dual role); Joyce Bailey 
(Missey Brown); Harry Compton 
(George); Cy Kirkup (Odessa); 
Dick Harmon (Jack Carson and 
Lena, dual role) Melba Greenlay 
(Sarah Larkin); ~uth CQ~~ (Nel
ll~ MorroW); Margaret Kirkup, 
WnCLarkin}; Bill Harmon (Mr; 
Larkin) Dave Culley (Zeke' Steb
bins). Director, Marge Anderson. 

The play was presented under. 
the auspices of the W. I. After 
the final curtain, a dance was en
joyed. music being furnished by 
the Tilston orchestra. 

Brown School play. 

D 14 
Reserved Seat . 

HEL!T.O\ OPERA HOUSE 

.~ I Retaira" 
• Thi. Clleok 

... TIdtt ea.. SHlRkiI, Pt. . 

Opera ticket stUb. 

The ;\[apinka W.I. sponsored a 
play "Geol'ge In a Jam", put on 
b<Y the Brown's players in the 
memorIal hall, Napinka o.n Wed
nesday, May3rd. Characters were 
George Forbes, Harry' Compton; 
Missie Brown, Joyce Bailey; Jim 
Gray and Mr. Bleute, Earl Bailey; 
Jack Carson and Lena, DIck Har
mon' Sara Jane Larkins, Melba 
Gre~n1aYj Ma Parkins, !\:lrs. Cy 
Kirkup; Pa Parkins, Bill Harm,on; 
Odessa, the colored lady, Cy 
Kirkup; Nell Morrow, Ruth Coat-. 
es' Zeke Stebbens, Dave Culley.; 
The play was directed by Mrs. 
Fred Gregg in the absence of Mrs. 
Russell Anderson. Lunch was ser· 
ved to the players by the W. I. 

On Wednesday evening the El
va I.OO.F. Hall was filled to ov
er~cap~city whenflie play '"George 

. in a Jam" was staged by the 
Browns District players and was 

. much enjoyed and appreciated py 
.all. All did their parts. weIland 
much credit Is due thelr players 
.fi!L.MlclLa line performance. 

The W.l. sponsored a. PlaY' put ~n 
by Brown's community players, 
entitled "George In A Jam:' The 
play was enjoyed by a large 
crowd. A dance followe~.the play. 
The cast were entertamed after 
the play at the home of Mrs. John. 
l.VIilne. 

The pIa), entitled "Gewge bl 
a Jain", presented-by B.ro~ S.D, 
on Wednesday.of ~ week was wen attended In apite of poor 
road conditions; ~ds !IIIllI
ounted to $26.75.<.' .... I fe.h 

- ASSOCIATE -
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Membership Ticket 
MELITA SENIOR HOCKEY CLUB 

SEASON 1937-'38 

A credit certificate to the value· of $15.00 to be spent 
on merchandise in the Town of Melita, will be sold 
to the holder of the lucky ticket for $1.00. 

Price 
25 cents 

Membership ticket for 1937-38 hockey. 

141 



Graduation 1957. 

Graduation, 1965. Back Row, L-R: Bill Warren, Gary McKague, John Ross, Wayne Elliott, Bill Nelms, Mel Darroch, Gerald 
Thompson, Burt Hicks, Dennis Clifford, Jim Lamport, Bob Warren. 2nd Row: Nora Davidson, Marilyn Wren, Pat Payne, Barb 
Champion, Linda Beven, Lorna Hemeryck, Joan Eyers, Lillias Phillips, Karen Griffith. Front Row: Jane Davidson, Frances Oliver, 
Karen Sterling, Linda Johnson, Karen Dunn, Sharon Williams, Marj Moar, Wanda Wight, Carol Clayton. 
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Seeding in 1938. 

Horse drawn binder in 1938. 

Mert Coates horse drawn hay rake. 

Threshing teams and crew of Mr. Baumgarten and Chas. 
Brown. 

Stooking the harvest. 

Fred Pratt and combine in early 50's. 

Bales of binder twine - Tonie and Lorna Hemeryck. 
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Jim Bacon family home and barn. 

Jim Shannon home about 1906. 

George M. Anderson farm house built in 1904. 

Skelton home. A. E. Andrews farm home. 
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Picture taken June 29, 1929 at Pioneer Picnic - all people in the picture had been residents of Manitoba for 50 years. L-R: Jim 
Hyde, ?, J. B. Elliott, Walter Thomas, Robert Tooke, Jim Morrison, Wm. Howden. 

Ladies from Cameron District in 1931. Back, L-R: Mrs. Ada 
Cameron, Jo Cameron, Viola Macintosh, Dallas Jones, Mrs. 
Hamilton, Ella Aitkins, Edna Hamilton. Front: Eva Wren, 
Amelia Wren, Mrs. Walter Fletcher, Mrs. Aitkins, Mrs. Redda
way. 

Chesterfield Hospital Aid. Back Row, L-R: Annie Creighton, 
Nora Wickstrom, Clara Breemersch, Jean Thompson, 
Georgette Hemeryck, Gabe Vansteeland, Jean Wilson, Alice 
Cocquyt, Laura Klassen, ? Front: Jean Bayliss, Mrs. Brown, 
Mrs. McRae, Lorraine Vansteeland. 
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L-R: John Kain Sr., Mrs. John Kain, Etta Kain, Walter Bishop. 

Back Row, L-R: Jean Bannerman, Mrs. W. Clarke, Mrs. Ban
nerman, Mrs. Jobbins. Front Row: Kathleen Jobbins, Mrs. A. 
Fraser, Helen Bannerman. 



Brown School in 1925. Teacher- Florence Blair. Front Row, L
R: Frank Buck, Jack Harmon, Billie Mason, Betty Harmon. 
2nd Row: Rose Lamport, Walter Luczka, Pearl Lamport, Mar
jorie Harmon, Dorothy Harmon, Jane Forsyth, Raymond 
Baumgarten, Ken Fraser, Bill and Irene Paxton. Back Row: 
Edith Paxton, Mildred Baumgarten, Roy Lamport, Mona Har
mon, Avis Mason, Vera Lamport, Stan Luczka, Jen Luczka 
and David Paxton. 

Verona School pupils in 1921. Back, L-R: Leslie Thompson, 
Lexie Thompson, Harvey Robson, Charlie Hooper, Allan Sla
ter, Maggie Slater, Dolly Hooper, Madge Hooper, Gerty 
Temple, Maude Hooper, Ernie Thompson, Willie Slater, Val 
Boyd. Front Row: Fred Wickham, Earl Robson, Eric Boyd, 
Gordon Thompson, Roger Carlton, Irene Thompson, Jimmy 
Boyd, Nora Carlton, Ada Thompson, David Carlton, Margaret 
Thompson, Vera Hooper, Elsie Slater. 

School Reunion, 1979. Back, L-R: Edythe Kirkup, ?, Doreen 
Reimer, Audrey Cairns, Inez Snyder, ? Middle: Fay Watson, 
Eunice McKinnon, Betty Simpson, Helen Patterson, Bernice 
Morrow, Aida Sitko. Front: Fred Watson, Jim McKinnon. 
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1979 School Reunion (cousins). L-R: Helen Patterson, Merlin 
Phoenix, Doreen Reimer, Fay Watson, Audrey Cairns. 

School Reunion. Back L-R: Edythe Kirkup, Fred Watson, Betty 
Simpson, Aida Sitko, Helen Patterson, Bernice Morrow, Do
reen Reimer. Front: Inez Snyder, Fay Watson, Eunice McKin
non. 



Norman and Kate Higgins. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Anderson in 1910. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. L. Dyer, 1937. 

Annie and James Reid. L-R: Ethel Nichols and Elizabeth Nichols, 1925. 
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Note models of cars at Joe Whitley farm, 1915. 

Reconstructing railway bridge at Melita. 

Lions sponsored tractor pull, 1982 
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"Snow to melt" - Ruth Coates, 1941. 

Creamery staff, 1947. Back, L-R:Harry McJannet, Cy Mc
Callum, Lloyd Morrow (Beaver), Mary Goudie, Clara McJan
net, Queenie Townsend. 



J. J. Anderson house on Ash Street, 1897. 

,Iohn and Hazel Coates 50th Anniversary, 1974. 
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Don McCannell home today. 

Four generations. L-R: Freeman-Thomas, William Thomas, 
John Thomas, and Gregory Thomas. 
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*It is interesting to note that 
of all seventeen schools on 
the map. Melita is the only 
one in operation today. 
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The area our book covers in
cludes the Town of Melita 
and Arthur Municipality; 
school districts in the munic
ipality including any that ran 
out of Arthur; Napinka be
cause of the affiliation of 
school students with Melita; 
and the district of Bede be
cause of its involvement 
within this area. 




