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The publication of this history book is a story of
the beginning of Manitoba's third largest city. It
shows the dedication of people who have
endured many hardships throughout the
years. I would like to thank all those people who
worked so hard in founding our community.
Also, let me thank the people responsible for
gathering the material needed to furnish us
with this history of the City of Thompson.
I am proud to congratulate the citizens who
worked hard in the early years, as well as the
ones who carry on the high standards set for
them.

Mayor D. G. Maclean
City of Thompson
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The publication of Thompson, A City and Its
People is a significant event for Thompson.
For many years we have been a new community growing and developing into a modern
city. The story of that growth and development
has now been recorded for posterity.
In many ways the story of Thompson from
the early days of the 1950's and 1960's to its
place today as the third largest city in Manitoba
is typical of the north as a whole. It is a story of
dedication, hard work and triumph over the
elements. It is a story of hope and vision, of
growth, decline and then growth again. Above
all else it is the story of people, working successfully together to develop a strong community.
For those of us who have been fortunate to
have been able to watch and participate in its
development this publication is an excellent
opportunity to reflect on Thompson's past and
on just how much has been accomplished in
such a short period of time. At the same time it
is an opportunity to look ahead to further
growth and development in a community characterized throughout its history by a clear
sense of vision.
The Thompson Historical, Heritage and
Museum Society deserves to be commended
for demonstrating its own sense of vision by
commissioning this publication and ensuring
that people for many years to come will be able
to read of the truly incredible story of this City of
Thompson.
Steve Ashton
M.L-A. for Thompson

Graham Buckingham, originally from
England, is a twelve year resident of
Thompson. Employed by INCO LTD. as a
chemist, Graham has also been active in
the Thompson arts community, first as the
president of Thompson Playhouse Inc.
from 1977-80, latterly, as a founder and
president ofthe Thompson Writers' Association. To date, Graham's written works
include several plays (one of which won
first prize in the Great Northern Play Hunt
and another of which was produced in
Winnipeg), a weekly column in the
Thompson Citizen and many commentaries for C.B.C. radio. In 1986 Graham
started his own business, POEMS
PLEASE!, which specialises in providing
off-beat rhymes for any occasion at short
notice. This book is Graham's first major
published work.

Cover photograph, an aerial view of Thompson.
Photo courtesy of INCO LIMITED.
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FOREWORD

Thompson, unlike other communities in
Manitoba (or anywhere else in Canada for
that matter), grew from Zero population to
a city of almost twenty-five thousand souls
in only fourteen years between the
discovery of the nickel ore to the present
day, each person contributing something to
the community's identity. It was my
intention in this book to let the reader
discover the development of Thompson by
reading about the events in the life of the
community in the words of those people
who took part in, or initiated, those events.
This policy has led to a text which, on
occasion, may be disjointed, but also a text
which gives the reader a sense of the
excitement, wonder and awe felt by the
founders and pioneers as Canada's last
frontier town grew from a collection of
tents to Manitoba's third largest city.
A history of this nature is very dependent on
the recollections of a large number of
people. In some instances, different people
have assigned differing dates to certain
events in the life of the city. Where
possible, I have let democracy take its toll
and bowed to the majority view, however,
it should be realised that the material that
was dug up by the researchers was only as
good as the memories of those people
submitting their recollections. An idea of

the kind of contradiction that can occur can
be gathered from the story of the first Santa
Claus parade. This parade was mentioned
by five early Thompson residents. Two said
it occurred in 1958, two remembered the
year as 1959 and one recalled the event as
being in 1960. I reported the parade as
taking place in 1958 and hoped for the best.
It is, perhaps, unfortunate that the history of
a Canadian city was recorded by a
misplaced Englishman. Certain words and
phrases used in the book reflect my English
upbringing and education. The proof
readers, after throwing up their hands in
horror at words ending in -ise rather than ize, decided to humour (or humor) me and
-ise endings, as well as other anglicised
spellings, reign supreme (except, of course,
where I have quoted, verbatim, from North
American sources.)
One final, but historically important, point.
INCO Ltd. has operated under several
names since the 1940's, however, this book
is about the community of Thompson, not
INCO. Therefore, in order not to confuse
the reader, the nickel company who began
the Thompson project, is referred to as
INCO throughout the book except, once
again, where outside references are being
quoted.
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DEDICATION

This book is dedicated, with appreciation, to
those Thompson residents, past and present, who
helped to create and shape the 'Hub of the
North'.

CHAPTER ONE
Early Days.
To begin at the beginning.. '
Dylan Thomas,
'Under Milk Wood'
Thompson was only thirty years old in 1986
but the reason for Thompson's existence, nickel,
was formed over four thousand million years ago
when the Earth was cooling from a molten mass.
Nickel had been used by man for thousands
of years before its discovery. Artifacts from 4000
B.C. contain up to ten percent of the element,
Chinese manuscripts describe the use of paitung
(white copper) for coins and weapons, the kingdom of Bactria, now the portion of the U.S.S.R.
East of Iran and North of Afghanistan, issued
coins containing eighty percent copper and
twenty percent nickel during the reign of
Euthydemus II in about 170 B.C. The nickel
contained in these objects was not, of course,
added as the yet unknown nickel metal but as
nickel naturally alloyed with iron or copper.
In the seventeenth century, miners in Saxony
were having trouble with what they thought
should be a copper containing ore. The ore, in
fact, yielded no copper at all. Out of frustration
the miners called this ore Kupfernickel or 'the
Devil's copper'. In 1694 Urban Hjarne, a Swedish
mineralogist, named this wayward mineral in
print for the first time, but it was left to another
Swedish scientist, Axel Frederick Cronstedt, to
extract a metallic element from Kupfernickel in
1751 and call this element 'Nickel' "for convenience."
It is not recorded whether the explorer Samuel Hearne had ever heard of Bactria, paitung,
Kupfernickel, Cronstedt or nickel. In 1769 he set
out on a number of exploratory missions from
the Hudson's Bay Company fur trade post of
Prince of Wales' Fort to the Canadian North and
West. In 1774, after a successful journey to Coppermine, in what is now the North West Territories, Hearne turned his attention to the West and
led an expedition, following the trail that Henry
Kelsey had taken some eighty-four years earlier,
through Northern Manitoba and into Saskatchewan, where he founded Cumberland House on

Pine Island Lake (now Cumberland Lake). On
the way to this historic founding Hearne travelled
down the Hayes, Fox, Nelson and Grass Rivers
arriving at Paint Lake on 15th July. For his
journey Hearne, like many northern tourists of
later years, equipped himself well. His list of
supplies included: "180 lbs. Brazil Tobacco
130 lbs. Powder
200wt. Shott & Ball
6 Gallons Brandy
6 Gallons White Water
2 Pecks Oatmeal
121bs. Bisquett."
On a later expedition to Cumberland House
Samuel Hearne started another northern tradition. While the settlers south of the border were
planning strategy to ensure their independence
from the British and declaring their own dedication to the Rights of " ... Life, Liberty and the.
pursuits of Happiness", Hearne and his comrades had a more pressing concern; they were
busily breaking the ice on Paint Lake in a vain
attempt to make their way back to York Factory
by canoe before winter set in.
The history of European involvement in
Northern Manitoba is well documented; records
of the Hudson's Bay Company are complete
from before the founding of the York Factory
district headquarters in the 1680's. Thomas Button in 1612 and the legendary Pierre-Esprit Radisson and Medart Chouart, Sieur Des Grosseilliers, some seventy years later, were the first to
record their exploits in this part of the world.
These pioneers were a string of trading posts
through the region. Towards the end of the eighteenth century there were many such posts on the
route to the bay; the battle for fur trading
supremacy between the Hudson's Bay Company
and the newly formed (1779) North West Com-

(Pipe), Sasagiu (pissing water), Pukatawagan
(Fishing place) and Manasan (Pleasant) are to be
found on maps of the area defining the original
explorers, settlers and developers of the land.
Although the Cree names add colour and individuality to the maps of Northern Manitoba,
some original place names have been translated
for the sake of the immigrants; names like
Bimichikamach Lake, which is now known as
Cross Lake, and Moakasagahegen Lake, which
had its name abbreviated to Moak Lake by prospectors who were in too much of a hurry to learn
the correct way to pronounce or spell the Cree
word for 'loon'.
There is another legacy that the ancient native
peoples left present day Manitoba. However,
they were not alone in preparing this inheritance.
The Hudson's Bay Company expressly forbade
liaisons between their employees and Indian
women. The directive was ignored. The children
of the traders and their 'country wives' now
populate much of Northern Manitoba and family
names like Linklater, Mel vor, Sinclair and
Spence abound, attesting to the refusal of the
Hudson Bay men to obey every directive from
their absentee overlords.
The years passed by. The once flourishing fur
trade declined. In 1869 the government of the
newly created Dominion of Canada took over the
sovereignty of the Hudson's Bay Company's
lands. In 1870 the Province of Manitoba was
formed and admitted to Confederation. The
federal government, for its part in the Confederation package, had a commitment to carry
out a geological survey within five years of Manitoba's admission to the Dominion. One of the
appointed surveyors, Robert W. Bell, came north
after the completion of this survey and, from
1878 to 1880 he expanded the survey to include the
areas drained by the Grass, Nelson and Churchill
Rivers, the first time that such a survey had been
undertaken in these areas.
In order to sell the idea of Confederation, Sir
John A. MacDonald had promised that a transCanadian railroad would be constructed. The
success of this venture resulted in pressure to
open up the North West Territories by building a
railway to York Factory. Construction started in
1906 on the line from Hudson Bay (Saskatchewan) to The Pas. In 1911 work was started on the
extension to the Bay. This work stopped in 1917,
just north of Gillam, owing to the priorities of
World War I. When building started up again, in
1926, the line was rerouted to Churchill because

pany resulted in the latter adding to the number
of these posts. An incomplete list shows trading
'Houses' at Reed Lake, Sipiwesk Lake, Paint
Lake, Cross Lake, Split Lake, Burntwood River
and Apussigamasi Lake. Apart from the explorers already mentioned, other famous men journeyed through the Grass River country on
voyages of discovery; men like Patrick Small,
Anthony Henday and David Thompson, men
whose names are a 'Who's Who' of Canadian
exploration.
It would seem from this list of travellers that
the French influence was not greatly in evidence
at this time, but the French had been and had
passed judgement on the area. They named the
region traversed by the Grass River Le Pays du
Rat (Rat Country). The coureurs de bois did not
mention whether the name was because of the
abundance of muskrat in the area, or because the
region was a fit place for only rats to live.
As was stated previously, the history of the
European settlement and development of Northern Manitoba is well documented. The records
may be scattered all round the world, in various
company files, government archives or personal
papers, but they do exist and a dedicated
researcher, given time and patience, could piece
together a comprehensive account of the spread
and influence of Western European civilisation
in this part of Northern Canada.
When it comes to the history of the settlement
of the North by the indigenous population, the
Indians and the Inuit, it is a very different story.
No written records exist of the nomadic hunting,
fishing and trapping communities that flourished
here long before the first white man appeared on
the scene. No records to show what the native
peoples thought of the pale-skinned visitors who
came from over the water to trade for furs. No
records that give the Indian perspective of the
encroachment of foreign customs on native traditions.
True there are native artifacts and archeological sites like the ancient petrographs at
Tramping Lake, a recently discovered family
dwelling just west of South Indian Lake and the
old Indian cemetery at Wabowden but we have
an even more lasting heritage than that which
archeology can leave.
What has been handed down for the present
generations by the first settlers has finally been
written down - and for posterity - the names of
rivers, lakes and other natural geographic features. Names such as Pisew (Lynx), Ospwagan
2

tlement. The next day, we reached a place called
Atapapiskatinow, Red High Rock River Reserve,
on a branch of the Churchill River. We passed
Pickerel Narrows Reserve and Indian Lake Post
Reserve with many days travel and portages in
between. Here we split off from the survey and
Treaty Parties. My canoes were half loaded with
furs and about $1800 ofthe treaty money that had
been traded at the posts.
"We started back on a new route that took us
to the Burntwood River where we camped for the
night on the rocks that were later to be overlooked by the Bailey Bridge. Next day, after
portaging Manasan Falls, we made our way to
Setting Lake and Grassy River. We had to portage many times and clear many rapids before we
finally arrived at Pelican Narrows and Sturgeon
Landing, where we loaded the furs and effects
into the steam boat 'Nipawin'. The steamer then
crossed Sturgeon and Cumberland Lakes before
heading down the Saskatchewan River to The
Pas. We arrived back at The Pas on August 20,
1920. "
If the reader tries to follow this expedition on
a modern map let him beware. Many of the
places that Albert mentions in his story are not
marked on modern maps, at least not under the
same names. What is clear is that, in order to
reach The Pas from Simonhouse Lake, Albert's
party had to travel for about one hundred kilometres through the Saskatchewan bush.
Albert and his wife retired and moved to
Thompson in 1965, the same year that they celebrated their fiftieth wedding anniversary. Albert
said that he has often sat watching the ice break
up under the Burntwood River Bridge and thinking of the many times that he had portaged to
that spot between the years 1920-24 as a trader.
While traders, old and new, were an important part of the history of the North, there were,
of course, the people from whom the traders
made a living, the trappers and hunters. While
most trappers were native, there was at least one
notable exception.
Mike Madonick was a young lad from a farm
in Saskatchewan who, at the age of twenty-eight,
set out to fulfil his dream. Mike's ambition was
to live off the land by means of hunting, trapping
and fishing. He considered it very unlikely that he
would find a Saskatchewan girl to share this
dream so he came to northern Manitoba to find a
native wife. Margaret Richards was born in Cross
Lake and attended a boarding school run by the
Roman Catholic Mission in Norway House. In

of construction problems associated with the
Nelson River estuary.
Even with the advent of the Bay Line travel,
journeying through the lakes and muskeg of
Northern Manitoba was an adventurous undertaking. A trader from Pukatawagan, Albert
Lafontaine, recalls,
"I set out with guides and two canoes loaded
with provisions and arrived at Sturgeon Lake on
July 19, 1920. The next day we were met by a
'Treaty Party' comprising of a Paymaster, an
RCMP officer, a doctor and a bishop. The purpose of the Party was to distribute the treaty
money - five dollars per person, young or old.
This was carried out near my trading post. That
same day a government survey crew arrived for a
few days of what they called 'rest and relaxation'.
"The celebrations at the distribution of the
treaty money and the arrival of the two sets of
visitors lasted for three days. Marriages were
performed by the bishop, sicknesses tended by
the doctor - and the policeman was around to
make sure that the dancing ended at 10:00 p.m.
each night.
"On July 23, the survey party, the Treaty
Party and my team set off together. I had provisions for three other trading posts; altogether
there were eight canoes and twenty-four men.
We headed downstream, a welcome change,
towards the Burntwood Reserve and fishing set-

Albert Lafontaine, 1974.

INCQ, Manitoba.
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1927, at the age of sixteen, she met and married
the strange young man from Saskatchewan and
they began a life together which lasted for fiftytwo years.

Margaret Madonick's letter to the Thompson Historical Society telling of her life in the northern bush.

Mike portaging from Pikwitonei to the Grass River to take
home the groceries.

Mike Madonick and Lafoy Clemons 'going for rats'. c. 1932.
Mike and Margaret Madonick.
Jim Harvey.

Mike and his catch, 1932.

The Madonicks with their haul of caribou.
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In a letter to the Thompson Historical,
Heritage and Museum Society, Margaret told of
incidents from the early days of her marriage; -

still carrying a back pack! Margaret cleaned the
wound and packed it with salt pork. She recalls
that, "It healed real good."
Although poor when they first got married,
they were able to hire help to move their belongings (three canoe loads) from Pikwitonei to the
start of their trapline which ran through the
present INCO minesite and on through the area
now occupied by the City of Thompson. This
journey required three portages to complete.

"In 1927, we were married. Started
with a tent, lived about two months and
Mike fixed his cabin so we could stay
for the winter: so we start very poor.
"Three year after we were married
we had two boys then. I made my kids
clothes, shirt, trousers from flour bags.
I did this for three or four years then
Mike start a good trapper. We had all
the furs we need.
"When the Rail Road begun, we
seen people always then. We had no
dog team and no skidoo. I was going
with Mike to traps. We were getting
beaver and lots of lynx. I skin the
beaver as soon as Mike take out from
water. It was cold to do it outside but
what else I can do? Can carry it.
"Sometime he get six beaver a day
and lynx. We just hang them up in tree.
Squirrels got at lynx in the tree and
make himself a bed.
"Mike good trapper, over one
thousand muskrats some winter."

Mike and Margaret Madonick, October, 1954.
Margaret Madonick.

Margaret remembers many other events too.
She remembers Mike teaching her to cook and
her teaching him to trap. She remembers the
many arguments that resulted from this arrangement. Her letter mentions that she made the
family's clothes from flour sacks; she also made
them mukluks from canvas because she did not
know at that time, how to tan moose hides.
"I didn't know nothing in those days!" she
laughs.
Mike had his share of danger in those early
years. On one occasion he fell through thin ice on
a river. The current carried him under the ice but
he managed to break an air hole and crawl out.
He stripped his wet clothes off, then had to swim
to rescue his canoe.,. By the time he reached home
he was more than half frozen. Mike also had an
adventure with a deadfall that he set to catch a
bear. He accidentally walked into it himself and
was almost killed by the fall. When he managed
to climb out of the trap he was disorientated but
eventually found his way home, exhausted but
grateful to be alive. At the age of seventy Mike
gashed his leg with a chainsaw. He bound the
wound with a scarf and, using two branches as
crutches, he walked the fourteen miles home -

The Madonick's flooded cabin where the Inco minesite now
stands, June, 1959.

The Madonicks had seven children; all born
in Pikwitonei with Margaret's mother as the
midwife. Margaret taught her children to read
and write; Mike taught the boys trapping and
moose hunting. Only four of the children grew to
adulthood and, in 1983, three were still living;
Mike junior in Churchill and Helen and Katie in
Pikwitonei.
5

With the coming of the mine and the nickel
processing complex, the Madonicks sold their
trapline and retired to Stenen, Saskatchewan
where Mike died in 1979. He is buried in
Thompson. His headstone, a smooth piece of
granite taken from the shore of Paint Lake, has a
simple inscription, tracing in wrought iron Margaret's handwriting. It reads,
'Mike Madonick 1899-1979'.

provided for, clothing was hand made, the
women made moccasins from leather manufactured from animal skins and sewed whatever else
was needed. Whoever had outstanding skills was
expected to use them for the benefit of the community. Henry recalls that his father, being an
exceptional hunter, was often required to hunt
for the entire group. Traders travelled from one
community to another purchasing furs, as little
outside supplies were needed, except for flour,
sugar and tea. Contact with the larger centres of
population was kept to a minimum. Henry
remembers that Pikwitonei was one of the larger
settlements and thus able to provide the special
clothing required to clothe a newborn baby.
Jack and Alice Moore recollect life at North
Mystery Lake, a small trappers' settlement. Any
supplies needed in this community were bought
in Nelson House, winter travelling being by dog
team and summer travelling by canoe or foot.
Community life revolved around hunting and
fishing in summer and trapping in winter, with
trap lines running through the entire region,
including the area where the Thompson townsite
is now situated. There was little socialising, as we
know it today, for the inhabitants of a small
community. The people had to rise with the dawn
-in order to complete their day's chores and be
early in bed to ensure enough rest for the next
day's tasks.
The North Mystery Lake settlement was
obliterated in the late 1940's when a forest fire
destroyed cabins, clothing, traps and other possessions. Most of the families moved to Nelson
House where the majority of them still live.
Gardens were grown in the larger communities such as Nelson House, Cross Lake, Norway House, Thicket Portage and Pikwitonei.
These gardens provide the necessary vegetables
to supplement the diets of the residents. Cattle
were also raised in these larger communities in
order to provide milk and butter. Hay, growing
wild in the wetter areas, was harvested, for fodder, by hand scythe (in the Thicket Portage area
horse drawn mowers were used). The cut hay was
then stacked in clearings for winter use.
Alice Moore remembers that, as a child, she
was picking wild cranberries where the
Thompson Plaza now stands. There she met
Walter Johnson. Who Walter Johnson was, what
he was doing in a patch of wild cranberries and
what he had to do with the development of
Thompson are dealt with in the next chapter of
this book.

Mike Madonick's grave with Margaret's writing on the headstone.
Bryan Doiron.

Mike Madonick's grave and tombstone with two different
spellings of his name.
Bryan Doiron.

Not everyone in northern Manitoba lived
such solitary lives as the Madonicks. Henry Cook
describes, as a youngster, working out of a central community, much in the pattern of a wheel
with the community as its hub. Everybody was
6

CHAPTER TWO
Nickel here a-plenty.
INca came with picks and shovels,
Diamond Drills, surveyor's line.
Said, "We've nickel here a-plenty,
We will build a nickel mine.
Graham Buckingham,
'Ballad of Thompson. '
H

staked by Fred Jackson and Sidney Reynolds at
Schist Lake. In 1924, Carl Sherritt and Richard
Madole re-staked the copper-zinc property
found in 1922 by Phillip Sherlett and it became
the Sherritt-Gordon Mine at Sherridon. In 1927,
Chris Parres discovered the Nor-Acme Gold
Mine at Snow Lake, subsequently developed by
Howe Sound Exploration Company, Limited.'
'At the time (1920), the Amisk-Wekusko
greenstone belt was being promoted by the
Northern Manitoba Commissioner as the Northern Manitoba Mineral Belt. The few outcrops of
greenstone poking through the glacial deposits at
Setting, Paint, Ospwagan and Mystery Lakes
were considered to be only small, isolated members of this major east-west belt. Gordon Murray, curious about the Burntwood River area,
ventured down the Grass River in 1927 to Paint
Lake. He crossed the portage to Upper Ospwagan, then paddled into Mystery Lake from the
Burntwood River. Two miles from the south end
of Mystery Lake, he staked the silver-lead showing on the west side. At the south end of Mystery
Lake, Murray also discovered a small ultrabasic
outcrop containing visible disseminated sulphides. Using a hand-steel, he drilled and blasted
two holes to obtain samples, making a small
trench in the process. Meantime, at their Elbow
Lake cabin, his wife was explaining to their
inquisitive prospector friends that Gordon was at
'Mystery' Lake. She not only satisfied their
queries but also earned credit for naming the
lake. Indians in the area had long known it as
Penuopowsagahagan (Partridge Narrows
Lake).'
Bad luck seemed to follow Walter Johnson
for most of his life. He was born in northern
Iceland in 1888 but, when he was six months old
his parents emigrated to Saskatchewan. Walter,
after a brief stint of farming, joined the army
during World War I. He attended boot camp in
Winnipeg and was then shipped to England. As

For two and a half centuries the land that was
to become northern Manitoba, with its gently
rolling, flattened hills, wandering rivers and
spindly trees had yielded furs to provide a living
for the people willing to brave the extremes of the
climate and the blackfly, mosquito-ridden muskeg. Now the time was coming for the ground
itself to disclose its treasure.
The Yukon gold rush of the 1890's fanned the
sparks of interest in northern Manitoba's mineral
potential. J. B. Tyrell, in 1896, was the first to
describe the rocks of the Thompson Nickel Belt.
Other prospectors of the time were more interested in gold exploration.
Hugh S. Fraserodescribes the early prospectors and their discoveries in this fashion:
'The discovery of copper at Lac la Ronge in
1907 caused experienced prospectors like the
Mosher brothers, Richard Woosey and Charles
Krugg to move west from Ontario. (Hugh)
Vickers recalls meeting them in the AmiskAthapapuskow Lakes area during the summer of
1908. In 1913, John Mosher and Tom Creighton
discovered gold at Amisk Lake in Saskatchewan,
just west of Flin Flon. In short order, all available ground in the Amisk Lake region was staked
solidly, but no economic deposit was ever found.
The eternally optimistic prospectors fanned out
from Amisk Lake eastward along the greenstone
belt until it disappeared under the glacial cover of
the Grass River Basin, some fifteen miles east of
Weskusko Lake. In 1914, Richard Woosey and
M. J. Hackett found gold on the east shore of
Weskusko Lake, leading to sporadic gold production during the 1920's. In January, 1915, the
Flin Flon Mine was staked by Mosher and
Creighton working out of Amisk Lake. Later
that year the copper-rich Mandy Mine was

°THE GREAT THOMPSON NICKEL DISCOVERY, Hugh S. Fraser, INCO Ltd., 1985.
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Johnson again tried his hand at prospecting, this
time with a new partner, Dick Ellis, and at Red
Lake, Ontario. Walter's luck improved in
Ontario, he and Ellis managed to sell claims for
eight thousand dollars, but big news was coming
out of Northern Manitoba, further discoveries at
Flin Flon and Sherridon. So the two successful
prospectors returned west. In order to ensure
their financial stability they invested six thousand
dollars of their hard-earned prospecting money
in a company which folded two years later
because of the Depression.
In August, 1930, Johnson, Ellis and Angus
Woods found an oxidised zone some four miles
from the Grass River and about fifteen miles
north of Herb Lake but the two thousand
brought from Ontario was gone. Walter recalled,
"Everything we owned was in our canoe: tent,
motor and the gasoline can that we left on the
shore when we went in to trench our property."
After two week's work, the three partners
realised that they were on just one more wild
goose chase. "Dick tried to cheer us up by telling
us that we were better off than some as we had
good equipment back at the river bank."
Worse luck was yet to come! Whel). the three
reached their camp on the river bank, they found
that a bear had torn a large hole in their canoe,
ripped their tent to shreds and dumped the motor
and gasoline into the river. The prospectors managed to repair the canoe using tent strips and with
spruce gum as glue and so, slowly, paddled their
way back to Herb Lake.
Hardship being an ever present companion to
Messrs. Ellis and Johnson, they soon recovered
and were off again. With a three hundred dollars
grubstake from Ben Dembinsky of The Pas they
travelled up the Grass River, through Setting
Lake, over to the Burntwood River system and
through the Ospwagan Lakes. Here, on the north
shore of Lower Ospwagan Lake, on their way to
unclaimed trapping grounds between the Ospwagan and Mystery Lakes, Johnson and Ellis
staked claims to an outcrop of pentlandite (nickel
ore).
Johnson spent his winters trapping in this
area until 1948. Ellis pulled out in 1935 and moved
to Vancouver. He was replaced by Charlie Vance
who partnered Johnson for a few years before he
too pulled out, this time to operate a grocery
store in Snow Lake. In order to buy food and
supplies during the period of the Great Depression, Johnson and Ellis sold their Ospwagan
claims to W. M. Roberts who proceeded to write

his unit was waiting to be transferred to France,
the War ended. Walter, disappointed at not being
able to serve his adopted country, returned home
to Saskatchewan to renew his farming career,
firstly with a brother-in-law on a rented farm at
Pelly then, later, on a section of land obtained
under the Soldiers Settlement Act. In his second
year on the rented land, hail wiped out Walter's
crops and, after two years on his own land, frost
put an end to his farming dreams.
The penniless Walter Johnson heard about
the work available in a place called The Pas, the
stepping stone to the northlands of his neighbouring province and, in 1924, Walter made the
journey north. Passing through The Pas, he
arrived at the settlement of Herb Lake, some one
hundred and fifty kilometres to the northeast,
with only one dollar in his pocket. He immediately set to work cutting firewood (this was in
January), and, by spring, he had earned five
hundred dollars. Johnson recalled that he was
paid two dollars and fifty cents a cord, the same
amount that he would have been paid in Saskatchewan, but there delivery of the wood for up
to thirty miles by dog sled was included in the
price.
During this first winter in the north Walter
heard much talk about mining and prospecting.
The stories he heard fired his imagination. "I
thought to myself that if I could just find a gold
mine like 'Bingo' or 'Rex' that were producing in
Herb Lake at the time, then I would really be set
for life."
Accordingly, in the spring of 1924, Walter
Johnson and partner Angus Woods, another
newcomer to the North, set out with supplies and
prospecting hammers to make their fortune.
They found a low grade gold property twenty
miles to the south of Herb Lake but it did not
amount to much so, when winter came, Walter
found a job at Bingo Mine. This job, as a pump
man, did not last long; a scandal broke out when
samples shipped out from the Mine were found to
be 'salted'. Bingo Mine was closed down and
Walter moved to Rex Mine where he worked until
the fall of 1926 when Rex Mine, too, was closed.
An out of work Johnson decided to turn his
hand to the oldest method of earning a living in
the North, trapping, and with a new partner, Bill
Colter, set out into the bush once again. Because
of their inexperience they were unsuccessful.
"We couldn't catch up with the foxes!" Walter
later joked.
Out of work, out of money and out of luck,
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to several mining companies in a vain attempt to
interest them in this and other of his mining
properties.
Oblivious to the activities of Roberts, Johnson was still tramping through the muskeg, trapping in the winter months and prospecting in the
summer. In 1946 he was taken up in the nickel
rush at Lynn Lake but failed to find any significant deposits. In 1948, broke yet again, Johnson
formed the J. K. Syndicate with his new partner
Joe Kerr.
Joe Kerr was born near Portage la Prairie but
spent his childhood years in the Dauphin area.
During World War I he was a sniper with the 44th
Canadian Light Infantry Battallion of the Winnipeg Rifles. At one time he was lost and given up
for dead; his name appears on the memorial in
Dauphin and has not been corrected to this day.
After leaving the army in 1919, Joe went north to
Herb Lake to try his luck at prospecting. Like
Johnson, Kerr had few ups and many downs
before the formation of the syndicate but even
the new partnership started off on the wrong
foot. A former trader at Thicket Portage, one
John H. Johnson, (no relation to Walter) was
persuaded to sell shares in the syndicate from his
new base in Winnipeg. John Johnson soon sold
enough ten dollars units in this new company for
the partners to give up prospecting and, with Flin
Flon prospector Glen Rapson, attempt to
develop Snow Squall Gold Mine near Herb Lake.
In 1949, unable to stay fast in one place for
very long, Walter Johnson was off on the prospecting trail again. The price of nickel was rising
and Johnson remembered the stories of an unreported find of nickel ore by Gordon Murray
some twenty years earlier. Together with trapper/prospector Harry Howell of The Pas, Johnson staked eighteen claims at Mystery Lake in
June. At the beginning of July 1949, Johnson had
optioned these eighteen claims plus four more he
had staked for the J. K. Syndicate to the International Nickel Company for $250,000. After thirty
years of trekking, the Northern Manitoba bush,
Johnson and his partners had finally struck
'paydirt' .
Perhaps it was the letters from W. M. Roberts
that brought the mineral prospects of Northern
Manitoba to the attention of INCO, perhaps it
was the need for fresh reserves of nickel, or
perhaps it was the Lynn Lake nickel discoveries.
Whatever the reasons for their being there, INCO
were searching northern Manitoba for nickel ore
for three years before the optioning of the syndicates claims.

In June, 1946, IN CO sent six men to Granville
Lake (southwest of present day Leaf Rapids) to
set up camp and prepare for the rigours of prospecting and exploration. Their assignment took
them to a region where coping with oversize
horseflies and trudging through ankle-deep muskeg in summer and breaking trail through
winter's waist-deep snow at temperatures of fifty
below zero would become the way of life.
INCO's first ten years of exploring the
Thompson Belt rocks were discouraging. The
company used the newest technology for exploration in northern Manitoba. The aeromagnetic
survey, a method of measuring magnetic properties to locate orebodies by air, was first used in
the Thompson belt in April 1948. A ground electromagnetic unit was developed later that year.
This unit worked in a similar manner to the
airborne unit but was able to be carried strapped
on a man's back. From the information gathered
from these units, the first drilling venture was
undertaken at Lower Ospwagan Lake later that
year.
By 1952 INCO crews had covered much
ground; men were busily staking, surveying and
prospecting from Herb Lake to Moak Lake. The
company established its first assay laboratory in
the Belt at Wabowden that year and determined
that there was a large body of low grade nickel
ore at Mystery Lake and a nickel sulphide body at
Moak Lake. During 1953 and 1954, assays from
the drilling at the Mystery /Moak Lake zone
looked promising. IN CO seriously considered
the development of an open pit and underground
mine, mill, refinery, railroad, power plant and
town for 1,900 employees. A road system was
built through the Belt between the two areas and
plans were made to go underground at Moak.
Over seven hundred tonnes of supplies and
equipment were hauled into the area between
January and April 1953. Meanwhile, aeromagnetic surveys showed some anomalies in the Cook
Lake area, but these were given only passing
reference in reports to exploration superiors in
Ontario. For the most part, the Cook Lake
region was regarded as just another mosquitoinfested swamp. Life in the Moak Lake camp was
rugged. Power came from a five hundred volt
diesel generator and the one weekly highlight was
the Sunday night movie. Work was hard and the
hours long as bush was cleared and the Moak
Lake and Cook Lake sites were surveyed. In the
fall of 1955 INCO was making plans to move its
operations to northeastern Manitoba having dis9

covered that there was no surefire commercial
orebody at Moak.
By the time the Thompson Mine discovery
was made in the mid-fifties there was considerable confusion in the press about the Mystery /
Moak discoveries. This confusion worked to
INCO's advantage giving crews time to stake the
Thompson orebody and the surrounding areas
without being overlooked by competitors who
had mistakenly gone elsewhere.
The Cook Lake geophysical survey had begun
in January 1955 and, in September, it was decided
that "a short test hole on Otter 1011 will decide the
fate of the Cook Lake claims." Neither the
exploration crews nor the company held out
much hope for what they would find in the area.
A borehole (number BH 11961) was drilled at
Cook Lake and the first core sample lifted on
Friday, February 3, 1956. The core was taken to
the new assay laboratory at Thicket Portage.
When the results were released, the exploration
crews were afraid to believe them. The assays
showed three and three-tenths percent nickel
over four feet - far better than any assay so far
and comparable to figures from the orebodies of
the Sudbury Basin. What was even more incredible was that the core samples showed pentlandite
crystals in a sulphide zone.
Nickel ores fall roughly into two categories,
sulphide ores and oxide ores (laterites). Of the
two types, the sulphides are easier to concentrate
by physical means such as flotation or magnetic
separation than are the laterites. In order to
process laterites, it is usual to melt the ore and
add sulphide to achieve separation of the nickel
from unwanted minerals. This step is costly and,
if the Thompson ore had proved to be of the
laterite variety, it would probably have been economically unfeasible for mining in an area as
remote as Northern Manitoba.
It was important for INCO to keep this find
quiet. in order to give themselves time to acquire
the land surrounding the discovery hole. Coded
messages were sent to Copper Cliff, drill crews
were instructed to leave the drill cores in the inner
tubes from the core barrels for the geologists to
empty and to wire the sample boxes closed. The
fewer people who knew about the find, the less
chance there would be of a leak.
Until the time of the find at Cook Lake,
INCO's work in the Belt had been discouraging.
This fact was so well known throughout the
mining industry that, when the rumours of a
major find did leak out, IN CO geologists, ampli-

Diamond Drill Rig at Thompson Mine.

INCO.

fying the rumour, were not believed. INCO's
exploration luck had certainly not been good;
diamond drilling in Northern Manitoba for the
ten years 1946-56 was nearly three-quarters of a
million feet (almost two hundred and thirty kilometers). That amount of drilling without finding
a commercial orebody was considered_ a very
poor record.
After assessing the extent of this new
orebody, decisions had to be made quickly.
INCO wanted to construct a mining complex that
would become the world's second largest nickel
mining operation. Known at the time as the 'Manitoba Project', it required not only planning,
purchasing and shipping of materials to the
region, but also negotiating with the provincial
government on surface and mineral rights,
hydro-electricity, railroad rights-of-way,
townsite development and environmental matters. These negotiations were carried out in
record time, as we shall see later.
It is no coincidence that there was a Cook
Lake in an area where there lived a family called
Cook. Cook Lake, later Thompson Lake and
now the site of the Thompson Open Pit, was
named after this Cook family. One member of
the family, Henry Cook, was associated with the
10

years of working on the trap lines, Henry found it
a pleasant change to earn a living without travelling far from his own community. Several weeks
later, in 1953, Henry left Thicket Portage with
geologist Hugh Fraser and several others to work
at camps in the Ospwagan Lakes area. Initially
the work was staking claims and line cutting,
working towards the present Thompson townsite. When staking was being carried out, bombardiers were used. These machines came in
several sizes, some holding as many as fourteen
men. It was a rough way of travelling but always
warm. Henry remembers that the one disadvantage of the bombardiers was that during the night
someone had to get up (often more than oncedepending on the temperature) in order to start
up the machines and keep them running for a
while to prevent them from freezing up by morning.

The first camp at Thompson Lake (Cook Lake).
Ike Klassen.

Bombardier transportation, February, 1957.

Pilot Loren Goulet of Transair Beaver at Thompson Lake
(Cook Lake) air base.
P. R. McGinnis.

C. Kilvert.

Planes at Thompson Lake (Cook Lake), Thompson's only
airport in the early years.
P. R. McGinnis.

newcomers from INCO. In 1952 Henry was
employed by Sac Crandall, Superintendent of
Exploration at INCO, to nail two by fours
together. He learned later that he was making
four by fours to be used as claim posts and
witness posts on the Ospwagan Lakes. After

A Bombardier stuck in the swamp. Ernie Heibert is the concerned spectator.
Fran Litster.
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Henry built many cabins in the area. One of
them, not far from the Burntwood River and
where Provincial Road 391 now runs, was home
for Henry, his wife Jessie, and their sons William
and Joe for about eighteen months, before they
moved on to Mystery Lake where Henry built
another cabin. Henry worked at the South Mystery Lake base camp until this camp transferred
to Moak Lake. Henry and family once again
moved to the new place of work and continued
lining and staking for the geologists during the
days of the Moak Lake camp ended.
But what of the J. K. Syndicate partnership?
Had the partners retired after their success? In
1956, after the final INCO deal, Walter Johnson
remarked, "If I stopped now and did nothing, I
don't think I would last long."
The syndicate did not rest on their laurels
after the first deal was struck with INCO. In the
light of disappointing assay results, INCO
renegotiated the option in 1951 and the syndicate
settled for $110,000. The option money was
turned straight back into prospecting, Johnson
and Kerr now working in widely scattered areas.
Gordon Crosby joined with the syndicate and,
with his plane and knowledge of geology, the
syndicate became a force to be reckoned with in
the base metal hunt of the mid-50's. In 1956 they
optioned a further one hundred and twenty-one
claims to INCO for $119,000 (cash) and $469,300
by 1964 if the option was completed. Later that
year they made a deal with the Hudson Bay
Mining and Smelting Company that brought
$221,000 into the syndicate for sixty-three copper
claims at Miller Lake in the Herb Lake area.
Walter Johnson and Joe Kerr still continued
their prospecting way of life but now, at the age
of sixty-eight, Walter could afford the time to sit
back, occasionally, and remember. Along with
the hard times he had experienced there were the
lighter moments. One of Walter's favourite
memories was the time that he and a group of
fellow trappers were running out of food at a
camp. One of the men, Eldon Lockhart of Flin
Flon, took all the food scraps he could find and
put them in a pressure cooker. To complete the
mixture he added a piece of fat about five centimetres square. When the cooker began heating,
froth appeared and was soon bubbling out of the
cooker and all over the stove. The innocuous
piece of fat was, in reality, a partially used tablet
of soap. Then again there was the time that
Walter and some other prospectors spent the
night on the shores of Mystery Lake. When they

woke in the morning they found a human skeleton on the water line with a rusted knife lodged
in its chest bones.
Amongst the worst experiences that Johnson
could recall during his thirty-two year career in
the bush was the time that he fell while walking
from his main camp to a cabin on his trap line.
He had internal injuries but managed to reach the
cabin where he was forced to stay for eight days,
alone and without food, before he was sufficiently recovered to walk back to his base camp.
Walter fell through thin ice many times and
would gladly offer advice as to how to survive the
ordeal.
"Bring your feet up level with your body," he
would say. "Then swim back onto the ice. If you
try to lift yourself up on the ice it will just keep
crumbling and dumping you back in the freezing
water again."
Walter also had a solution to the problem of
how to avoid scurvy when living in the bush
without a supply of fresh vegetables.
"Simply boil moss, leaves, grass or the like,
then devour the mixture. It won't taste too good
but it'll give you all the vitamin C you need."
The prospector had little time for bears,
"They're just a nuisance and make a person
awfully mad. I never found one that would attack
a man."
He recalled that one night, when he had furs
under his canoe, and was sleeping in a small tent,
he was awakened by a strange noise. When he
looked out of his tent he saw a bear running off
with his precious haul of furs. "I took off after
him in sub-zero weather in my underwear," said
Walter. "I was so mad I was ready to wrestle him
to the ground."
After living alone for most of his life, Johnson married Effie Meldrum of The Pas on
December 4,1953.
"I didn't have the time to stay at home and I
was always broke," was his explanation for not
marrying sooner.
Walter made headlines in 1957 when he was
named Manitoba's "Citizen of the Year" for his
efforts leading to the discovery of the nickel
deposits at Ospwagan and Mystery Lakes. He
was presented with a plaque inscribed;". . . because of his outstanding
contributions to the prosperity of
Manitoba in setting the stage for the
$175 million nickel development of
Moak, Pipe and Mystery Lakes,
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because of his persistent faith in the
mineral potential of Northern Manitoba and his great optimism that kept
him plugging away at prospecting for a
period of thirty-two years without significant record, and because of his
modest reaction to his new found
wealth."

in the bush, but this length of time pales in
comparison to that of his chief partner. Joe Kerr,
Gentleman Joe, Walter's partner at the time of
the 'paydirt' strikes, outlived Walter by twentythree years. Joe lived and worked out at Herb
Lake until his legs were no longer able to carry
him freely through the countryside that he loved
so much. Joe died in 1984; he was in his ninetieth
year. Sixty-six of those years had been spent
carving, trapping, and prospecting in the harsh
northlands of Manitoba; northlands which,
because of his persistence and determination,
were finally to become tamed by the march of
civilisation and mankind's ever-pressing need for
the raw materials of progress.

In September 1961 Walter was out checking
properties in the Herb Lake area. He returned to
his Flin Flon home on Sunday, September 24; the
next day he suffered a heart attack and died. He
was seventy-three years old.
Walter had spent an awesome thirty-six years
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CHAPTER THREE
The Agreement.
Can two walk together, except they be
agreed?
Amos 3:3
Nineteen fifty-six was the year of INCO's
big discovery at Cook Lake. They had not
expected to find a large nickel deposit in that area
and so had concentrated most of their manpower
at Moak Lake some twenty-five kilometres further north.
The history of the Moak Lake episode in
INCO's exploration operations started in 1950
with the expansion to Moak of the Mystery Lake
programme. The first diamond drill hole at
Moak was drilled in 1952. The results were
encouraging and the drilling was continued. In
1954 the drilling had been so successful that it was
considered necessary to sink a shaft to explore the
mineral zone at a greater depth. This shaft was
sunk to a depth of 1300 feet (400m) involving a
large crew of miners and drillers. A mining camp
for about one hundred men was situated on the
hill about a mile from the lake.

Alex Chernowski and Wilbert Guiboche help to clear the
bush for the Moak Lake campsite.
P. R. McGinnis.

Exploration crew waiting for an airplane.
Jim Mcivor.

The cook's shack at the first exploration camp in the area,
Mystery Lake, 1954. The cook, in the doorway is Mack Fen.
P. R. McGinnis.

In the spring of 1956, the Mystery Lake exploration camp was moved to Moak. Most of the
buildings at Moak Lake at the present were built
at this time. The first families moved to Moak in

Staking claims on Max. Stan Snider, George Papanakis and
others.
Jim Mcivor.
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this discovery was a better prospect than Moak.
Work, however, continued at Moak and a start
was made on a railroad track to carry the ore to
Thompson for processing. The cost of this
uncompleted endeavour was $3,500,000. Despite
this financial outlay, the Moak Lake project was
terminated in the latter part of 1958 when the
Thompson orebody proved capable of providing
the ore required to produce an annual output of
seventy-five million pounds of electronickel.
Many of the Moak residents moved to Thompson
when accommodation became available there
and the Moak Lake site continued as an exploration base only until 1963, when even that part of
the operation was moved to Thompson.
Not all of the INCO personnel abandoned
Moak Lake, one man remained. Leo Gilbert, a
miner, stayed alone at the old Moak Lake camp
site where he operated a trapline. He was a resident of Moak until the day he died, October 31,
1979.
Through all the frenzied exploration activity
in Northern Manitoba, INCO kept a discreet
silence as far as the general public was concerned.
In the chairman's address to the Annual Meeting
in April, Dr. Thompson affirmed INCO's committment to further exploration and capital
expenditures without hinting at the geological
findings at Moak, Mystery or Cook Lakes. Apart
from the previously mentioned need for secrecy,
to enable INCO to purchase or stake claims for
the entire orebody in the Cook Lake area, there
was another need for caution on INCO's part.
The Northern Manitoba bushland was Crown
land; that is it was, in theory, owned by Queen
Elizabeth II and administered, in her name, by
the provincial government of Manitoba. No
industrial development could be carried out
without the permission and/or participation of
the Crown. In June 1956, with the extent of the
orebody mapped and the staking of the area
complete, INCO approached the provincial government in order to open negotiations for the
building of a nickel refining complex and associated townsite in the Cook Lake area.
The provincial government of the time was a
Liberal administration under Premier Douglas L.
Campbell. INCO officials met with Premier
Campbell and his aides at the Hotel Fort Garry
for the first of many meetings. Chief negotiator
for INCO was president Henry S. Wingate with
vice-presidents Ralph D. Parker and J. Roy
Gordon also to the fore. Because of the need for a
reliable power source, negotiations were also ini-

April of that same year. The six families living at
the Moak base camp were the Pritchards, the
Duncans, the Frasers, the Stewarts, the Hess's
and the Crandalls. They lived and worked in
'smartly designed', prefabricated, metal-clad
houses and buildings. The main camp at Moak
was set up along two small roads running from
the large docks that received goods from the
constant stream of floatplaries that serviced the
area. The buildings included, apart from the
houses, offices, an assay shed and laboratory,
warehouse, carpenter shop, geophysical repair
sheds and bunkhouses for the crews. The Moak
Lake community was the base camp for about
twenty surrounding tent camps housing drillers
and geophysical survey crews. Helicopters
brought supplies to the outlying camps and
transported samples to the base camp. By the
summer of 1956 there were approximately one
hundred fifty people living at Moak Lake including about eighty Indians who were employed to
do the labouring jobs such as clearing the campsites and constructing fire breaks.
The families living at Moak enjoyed a cottage-like existence in the summer with fine swimming and fishing readily available. Nan Hawkins
described the life in these words.
"No women were allowed in Thompson until
there were proper houses and facilities, so my
husband (Ralph Hawkins, a mining engineer
from Copper Cliff) was there from June of 1956
until October of 1958 before the family and I
could join him. For two months, during the
summer of 1957, we were given tent accommodation at Moak Lake. Here, if there had been a
bush plane landing that day, we were joined by
geologists for the evening. There were no roads
out of Moak and we were surrounded by a fire
break which we were forbidden to go beyond. We
had a most pleasant summer there, however, and
made life-long friendships with the other families living there."
The buildings at Moak were heated by oil and
lit by electricity from a generator. Half a million
gallons of oil were brought in during the winter to
cover a year's supply of heating and diesel power.
It was not only the bulk neccessities that were
hauled in during the winter; the Crandalls had a
piano shipped in by 'Cat', thus providing a welcome, fresh source of entertainment for the
besieged families during the dark winter evenings.
After the discovery of the Thompson orebody
in February 1956, it soon became apparent that
16

there was no guarantee, under the act, that the
lease would be extended. Clearly INCO could not
afford the expenditure associated with the development and operation of a major mining and
metal processing complex without an assurance
that they would be able to continue operations
past the year 1977. After much discussion, Section 95 was amended and INCO was the first
company to profit by the amendment. INCO
could now enjoy a sixty-year lease on the land
they were intending to utilise.
Another problem, quite apart from the discussions with the provincial government, arose.
In order for the mining complex to be completed
on time, two railroad branch lines had to be built,
the first to the site of the Kelsey Dam, the source
of the electrical power to be used by the nickel
processing operation, and the second to the site
of the proposed, as yet unnamed, townsite. The
first of these problems turned out to be no problem. Manitoba Hydro offered to construct the
fourteen mile branch line to Kelsey as a private
line utilising part of the loan that INCO had
agreed to forward to the power company. In
order to meet the start up deadlines, work on the
two railroad extensions had to begin in the fall of
1957 to take advantage of the frozen ground. The
federal government was required to pass an act of
parliament in order for the work on the thirtyone mile line to the townsite to be started. The
introduction and passing of such an act was likely
to take the best part of a year and so delay the
projected start-up date of July 1960 by at least
twelve months. In order to seek a solution to this
problem, INCO dispatched Messrs. Parker and
Gordon to Ottawa to negotiate a settlement with
the president of the Canadian National Railway,
Donald Gordon. An agreement was reached.
Work on the branch line to the townsite, the
Sipiwesk spur, would start in the fall of 1956, with
IN CO being responsible for the financing and the
construction work. After the federal government
had passed the act of parliament authorising the
construction of the branch line, INCO would be
reimbursed by C.N.R.
Satisfactory agreements had now been negotiated with Manitoba Hydro and C.N .R. but the
most important agreement was still being
debated in Winnipeg. Eventually, towards the
year's end, 'The Agreement' was finalised. The
December edition of 'The Triangle' reported the
Agreement in these words:'The Province of Manitoba and the
International Nickel Company of Can-

tiated with Manitoba Hydro. Here the chief
spokesman for INCO was R. D. Parker, while
Manitoba Hydro were represented by their chairman, D. M. Stevens.
Following the initial meetings, INCO invited
all the members of the Manitoba Legislature to
the Moak Lake camp for a view of the developments in the northlands. Early in August, thirtyfive members of the Legislature set out by train
on the start of the four hundred twenty-five mile
(six hundred eighty km) journey north. At
Thicket Portage the members left the train and
were flown the remaining forty-two miles (sixtyeight km) by five aircraft belonging to Manitoba
Government Airways. The story of the visit was
covered for the 'INCO Triangle' by Donald M.
Dunbar, the editor who described the arrival of
the M.L.A.'s as follows:'They were made warmly welcome
by President Ralph D. Parker of Canadian Nickel Company, the exploration
subsidiary of Internatioal Nickel Company, of which he is vice-president and
general manager of Canadian operations. On the dock with him to greet the
party were S. A. Crandall, superintendent of the company's exploration
activities in Manitoba, and members of
the staff. The distinguished guests were
given an informal talk on the history of
Canadian Nickel's exploration program in their province. Some of the
tools of exploration work were demonstrated to them. They visited a diamond drill rig working nearby, and
also the exploration shaft which was
sunk at Moak so that diamond drilling
could be carried on at depth, learning
that the company had a total of twenty
diamond drills in action at that time in
the area of Mystery and Moak Lakes.'
Once again the Cook Lake find was not mentioned, neither in the INCO magazine, nor to the
parliamentarians. Secrecy was still being
observed. Lunch was served to the V.I.P.'s by the
wives of the resident staff, the main feature of the
menu being freshly caught pickerel.
After this informational visit, negotiations
began in earnest. One major stumbling block to
an agreement, as far as INCO was concerned,
was the Mines Act of the Province of Manitoba.
Under Section 95 of this Act, INCO could lease
the claimed land for a period of time not exceeding twenty-one years. At the end of that time
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ada, Limited, entered into an Agreement with respect to the Thompson
project. A number of sections of that
Agreement dealt with the designation,
design, development and administration of a new townsite. Very briefly, the
Agreement provided for the following:
(1) The establishment of the Local Government
District of Mystery Lake, which would
affect some nine hundred seventy-five
square miles of relatively virgin land lying
some four hundred miles north of Winnipeg.
(2) The establishment of the townsite of
Thompson, which would be approximately
three thousand acres in area and lying some
two miles from the plant site of the International Nickel Company of Canada, Limited.
(3) A sanitary area under the Public Health Act
to be established in the townsite of
Thompson, thus assuring adequate sanitation control in the first instance.
(4) A plan for the development of the townsite
of Thompson to be prepared by the Company at its expense but in accordance with
the Town Planning Act of the Province, the
design to have regard to the contemplated
population of approximately eight thousand
persons to support the Mining Company's
operations.
(5) Lands within the townsite to be transferred
to the Local Government District of Mystery Lake, the Company to be granted the
Hospital site only.
(6) All lands within the Local Government District of Mystery Lake to be reserved for use
of the Local Government District except
those to be conveyed to the Company with
respect to its mining and refining operations.
(7) The Company, within a reasonable length of
time and at its own expense, and in order to
meet the requirements of a contemplated
population of approximately eight thousand, to;
(a) construct townsite roads, lanes and sidewalks, to be vested in the Crown with
possession in the District;
(b) construct an assembly hall and townsite
offices and construct and equip necessary fire stations, all to be the property
of the District;
(c) construct and equip school buildings

(8)
(9)
(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)
(14)

meeting the requirements of the Department of Education and provide school
sites as selected by the resident administator, all to become the property of the
School District, free of charge;
(d) install sewer and water mains in conformity with the regulations of the Public
Health Act, and necessary pumping stations, treatment plants and so on, all to
be vested in the District; and
(e) construct and equip a private hospital,
the hospital and site to remain the property of and be operated by the Company.
Electric power, its distribution system and
street lighting to be supplied to the townsite.
The Province to provide telephone communications.
A resident administrator (acceptable to the
Company) to be appointed by the Province,
said resident administrator to administer
sewer and water services, sell lands, be eligible for appointment to the position of
offical trustee of the School District and
have full control over land use, building
construction and so on.
All employee's families to reside in the
townsite of Thompson save certain mine
employees who may require to reside at
Moak Lake.
The resident administrator to sell lots to
Company personnel, Railway, Federal,
Provincial and similar Government
employees and persons whom the resident
administrator determines have just reason
to reside in Thompson.
The District to provide all sites for schools,
parks, utilities, services and so on.
The purchase money received from the sale
of lands to be used for capital expenditures
in the townsite over and above the commitments of the Company.'

In lieu of taxes, a formula was worked out
whereby IN CO would pay fifty-five percent, per
year, of the community's operating expenses.
The agreement with Manitoba Hydro has
been alluded to previously. Briefly stated, this
agreement provided for the utility to construct a
generating station and transmission line at Kelsey
with initial delivery to INCO's substation at
Thompson by July 1960 and full delivery by July
1961. INCO was to supply financial assistance to
Manitoba Hydro through a low interest loan
totalling twenty million dollars. A mutual benefit
18

In 1921, Dr. Thompson moved from the
research laboratories at Bayonne in order to
supervise the construction and initial operation
of International Nickel's high-nickel alloy rolling mill in Huntingdon, West Virginia. In 1926,
Robert C. Stanley, President of International
Nickel, W. B. Lawson, European Sales Manager,
and Dr. Thompson travelled to Europe in order
to open up a nickel bureau of information which,
they hoped, would increase the sales of nickel
abroad. Their mission was successful; in less than
twelve months, the first bureau was opened in
Paris.
After serving as an assistant to the president, then vice-president and later as executive
vice-president, Dr. John F. Thompson became
president of The International Nickel Company
of Canada, Limited and its subsidiary in the
United States, The International Nickel Company, Inc. in 1949. During 1951 he served as
president and chairman. Then, from 1952 until
1960, he was chairman and chief officer. From
1960, until his death in 1968, Dr. Thompson lived
in semi-retirement, which meant for him, that he
was still actively engaged in INCO's affairs as
honorary chairman and a member of both the
executive and advisory committees.
Dr. Thompson was a frequent visitor to the
community that bore his name and, in 1961, he
attended the ceremonies that marked the start of
regular production at the new minesite. A photograph of Dr. Thompson, taken on one of his
visits north, shows him standing, his pipe firmly
clenched in his teeth, at the door of a trapper's
cabin. This photograph provides a link with the
immediate past of the area, the cabin in question
being situated on the trapline of Mike and Margaret Madonick.
In 1968, in his sixty-second year of service
with INCO, Dr. John Fairfield Thompson died.
He was eighty-seven years old. Former chairman
and chief officer of INCO, Henry S. Wingate
commented, "The company has lost a great man
and a good man who gave it leadership for so
many years. Our debt to him is enormous."
Dr. Thompson's contribution to IN CO was
indeed massive. In his years with the company he
had taken part in many important decisions and
discussions. There was only one debate in which
his opinion was not sought, only one decision of
which he had no fore knowledge and, therefore,
no input, the naming of the new townsite in
northern Manitoba in his honour in 1956, his
fiftieth year of service with INCO.

was satisfied through this agreement. Manitoba
Hydro was financed at a low rate of interest and
INCO had a secure power source at fixed rates of
the first twenty years of their operation.
The agreements with the Manitoba government and Manitoba Hydro and the press releases
'accompanying these agreements mentioned, for
the first time, the name of the proposed townsite,
Thompson. This name was chosen not to honour
one of the first white men to travel through
northern Manitoba, David Thompson, but to
honour another Thompson, INCO employee of
fifty years, Dr. John Fairfield Thompson.

John Fairfield Thompson.
INCO.

John Fairfield Thompson was born in Portland, Maine in the early 1880s. His unusual name
came about when he was named for his father's
best friend, John Fairfield. When he was still
very young, John's family moved to Brooklyn.
This was before Brooklyn became a part of the
City of New York, in 1898. He studied at Columbia University in New York City, graduating in
1903 with a degree in chemistry. John decided
that, after all, he did not want to devote his life to
chemistry and so obtained a teaching job in the
School of Mines at the University, with a view to
becoming a metallurgist. In 1906, with a Ph.D. in
metallurgy from Columbia School of Mines, Dr.
John talked himself into a job with the International Nickel Company's Orford works at Bayonne. The hours were horrendous. Eighty-four
hour weeks. One week it was ten hour day shifts,
the next week fourteen hour night shifts. To
accomplish the shift changes, the first Sunday
was a twenty-four hour workday, the second
Sunday was a twenty-four hour rest day. This
type of schedule was not an INCO invention; it
was a traditional metals industry schedule and, as
such, had been in operation for many years.
These long hours were phased out slowly so that,
by 1917, the Orford Works was utilising a three
shift, eight hour day style of operation.
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CHAPTER FOUR
It could be done.
The world would sleep if things were run
By the men who say, HIt can't be done!"
Philander Johnson,
'It can't be done. "
From the time, in February 1956, that the
large body of nickel ore was discovered and confirmed, to the time that the first INCO employees
and their families moved into their new, permanent homes in the brand-new town of
Thompson, a mere thirty-one months had elapsed. If there were a category in 'The Guinness
Book of World Records' for the most quickly
developed town, then Thompson, Manitoba,
would probably hold first place for-evermore.
The speed with which the growth of the town
took place is typified by the year of 1957. In this
particular year everything seemed to be happening at once. Everything seemed to be happening
in a haphazard manner and yet, clearly, everything was conforming to an overall masterplan.
This hustling, bustling year also saw some unique
events in the northern bushland. Take the example of the 'Snowball Express'.

moving into a relatively uninhabited portion of
the country not only all the materials required to
construct the mine complex, but also those materials needed to build the semi-permanent camps
for the construction workers to live in. Thicket
Portage, the closest stop to Thompson on the
C.N.R. Bayline, became the drop-off point and
storage depot for all these materials. While the
construction of the Sipiwesk spur to Thompson
was being planned, other plans were well underway for the immediate haulage of goods to the
Thompson area by means of twenty-four tractor
freight trains travelling across the frozen rivers,
lakes and muskeg during the winter months of
early 1957.

Canico (INCO) helicopter taking a new rotor to Thicket Portage, 1957.
P. R. McGinnis.

Patricia Transport' 'Cat Swing" hauling freight to Thompson,
April,1957.
P. R. McGinnis.

Thicket was, of course, the natural starting
point for the tractor trains which, it was decided,
would run the thirty-five miles to Thompson
twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week
hauling heavy machinery, building supplies,
cement, lumber, forty-five gallon (200 litre)
drums of fuel oil and railroad construction supplies for the C.N. spur. A tractor train consisted
of three 'Caterpillar' D6, D7 or equivalent, diesel

No-one knows who coined the phrase 'Snowball Express', but INCO vice-president, J. C.
Parlee, obtained good press coverage when he
used the term. Although the origin of its name is
obscure, the need for the 'Express' was apparent
well before the Agreement was signed. Launching the Thompson Mine project necessitated
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tractors. The first two tractors would pull three
or four sleighs while the third would haul three
sleighs and a caboose containing bunkhouse, a
kitchen and a cook. The round trip was scheduled
to take about fourteen hours with one crew driving while another crew would sleep.
The supervisors responsible for the loading
and unloading of these tractor trains had, on the
other hand, occasions when they could take very
little sleep. A tractor could arrive at any time of
the day or night and had to be attended to immediately in order to avoid delays in the delivery of
essential supplies to the Thompson, Moak Lake,
and outlying diamond drill camps. The 'Express'
route was constantly patrolled by helicopter so
that any breakdown or other unforeseen stoppage could be reported to the base camp and
remedial action taken as soon as possible.

The Patricia Transportation Company was
charged with the planning and running of the
'Snowball Express' and their Barney Baldwinson, who was familiar with the northern terrain,
was responsible for organising and mapping
routes across the frozen lakes. The first tractor
train left Thicket Portage on January 4,1957 with
a load of lumber and cement and, from that
moment, until the spring thaw in April, three and
a half months later, the trains ran non-stop. The
freight had to be checked carefully at Thicket to
make sure that priority was given to essential
items, this checking and the loading of the trains
being carried out by residents of the community
of Thicket Portage. At the northern end of the
run, the loaded sleighs were removed from the
tractors and replaced by a string of empty ones
ready for the immediate return trip to the southern terminus where this procedure was reversed.

Tractor train ('Snowball Express'), February, 1957.
C. Kilvert.

Loading the 'Snowball Express'.
C. Kilvert

'Snowball Express' with attendant helicopter.
Ike Klassen.

The 'Snowball Express' is considered one of
the greatest freight hauls in mining history and it

'Snowball Express'.
C. Kilvert.
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is certainly the largest freight lift that Northern
Manitoba has ever seen. One hundred and fifty
men made a total of one thousand round trips to
haul over thirty thousand tonnes of equipment
and materials including, amongst other things,
forty-four hundred tonnes of lumber, forty-nine
thousand bags of cement, 2,500,000 gallons
(11,125,000 litres) of fuel oil and four thousand
tonnes of rails, ties and other equipment for the
construction of the conventional railroad which
was scheduled to put the 'Express' out of business. So successful was the haul that the construction work continued unabated when the
thaw prevented the regular supply of materials by
tractors; the stockpile of building supplies lasting
until the regular delivery of materials was
resumed, this time by rail, some six months later.
The supply of fresh food came as a welcome
change for the surveyors, drillers, and geologists
who had made their homes in the camps at Moak
Lake and the drilling sites. They also hoped that
these supplies would remove a source of physical
pain. In 1957, Valda Duncan was in charge of the
First Aid Station at Moak Lake. On Sundays, Dr.
Blain Johnston flew in from Snow Lake to hold a
clinic where he dealt with medical matters that

Valda was unable to treat during the week. A
very necessary, though somewhat unappreciated
service provided to the camp residents, was the
administration of regular typhoid shots. It was
not uncommon to see grown men, unafraid of
and undaunted by the dangers of the Northern
Manitoba bush, sneak away and try to hide when
it was their turn for the needle. The typhoid shots
were given to prevent the outbreak of typhoid
fever which could have occurred owing to the use
of lake water as a drinking water supply and the
food supplies for which there were limited means
of storage. While the quantities of food needed
were large, the isolation of the camps meant that
much of the food was showing signs of age by the
time it was ready to be consumed. Alas for the
high hopes! Although the food situation
improved, the lakes were still the sole supply of
drinking water and the typhoid shots continued.
While the 'Snowball Express' was operating
to move men and materials into the Thompson
site as early as January, the preferred mode of
transport, rail, was not forgotten. In January,
too, work was started on the permanent railroad
to Thompson. The route of this spur line was to
start at Sipiwesk, three miles north of Thicket

The construction of the Sipiwesk Spur to Thompson.
C. A. Nesbitt.
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Railway bridge across the Grass River on the Sipiwesk Spur.

The 'Last Spike' ceremonies.
L. to R.; J. S. Anderson, Deputy Provincial Treasurer, Man.; Ralph D. Parker, Vice-President of International Nickel Company
and General Manager of Canadian operations; James C. Parlee, Manager, Manitoba Division; D. M. Stephens, Chairman and
General Manager, the Manitoba Hydro-Electric Board; S. F. Dingle, Vice-President of Operations, Canadian National
Railways; Hon. F. C. Bell, Manitoba Minister of Mines; Hon. C. E. Greenlay, Manitoba Provincial Treasurer and Minister of
Labour; Hon. Paul Comtois, Minister of Mines, Canada; Premier Douglas Campbell, holding the last spike. October 20, 1957.
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Portage, and run the thirty miles to Thompson.
As mentioned in the previous chapter INCO bore
the expense of building this branch line. They
employed retired C.N. engineer Major J. L.
Charles to supervise its construction, the surveying of the route having been carried out in late
1956. The Albertan firm of Aklavic Construction
won the contract to build the railway and, in
January, work started on clearing, grading,
ditching, installing culverts, rock work, constructing a pile trestle across the Wintering River
and a steel truss bridge across the Grass River.
Utilising the latest tie and track laying equipment, the line was completed about four weeks
ahead of schedule. Materials for track laying had
been dumped along the cleared route by the
'Snowball Express' which greatly facilitated the
railroad construction. Except in cut areas, no
attempt was made to build below the permafrost
level. Each spring for the next three years, the
thaw brought the need for reballasting and rele-

veIling but, after the three years had passed, the
road bed had settled down. As agreed the previous December, INCO financed the spur line
initially, at a cost of five million dollars. After
completion, the line was handed over to C.N.R.,
who reimbursed INCa after the passing of an
Act of Parliament.
The 'Last Spike' ceremony was held on Sunday, October 20, and was a great occasion. The
official delegation and press arrived in a chartered, deluxe, diesel passenger train. The dining
car was in full working order with a breakfast
menu containing items such as Finnan Haddie
with drawn butter, calf's liver and bacon and
eggs. The weather was warm and bright on that
late fall day as the ninety-four invited delegates
slowly approached the end of the track. The
guests represented all facets of the mining world,
IN CO and other mining companies, federal,
provincial and municipal politicians, businessmen, the press and, of course, represen-

The driving of the last spike, a glistening nickel spike. Major J. L. Charles, consulting engineer for Canadian National Railways
and Premier Douglas Campbell of Manitoba.
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tatives of C.N. Rail. There was a ninety-fifth
man on board that special train, Alex Russell of
The Pas, the driver. There were two notable
absentees from the official party. Henry Wingate
and Dr. John Thompson could not attend the
ceremonies and had to be content with sending
cablegrams.
The last spike, made of pure nickel, was
driven by Major Charles and Manitoba premier,
Douglas Campbell following which the huge
crowd from Moak, the Thompson work camp
and the drilling sites heard speeches from representatives of the federal and provincial governments as well as from C.N.R. and INCO
personnel. A luncheon was provided at the work
camp cafeteria and J. C. Parlee outlined the
proposed Thompson development to the
audience.
So goes the official record of the 'Last Spike'
ceremonies. The account of the proceedings as
detailed by Elsie and Roy McGinnis does not
have the ceremony running quite as smoothly as
the newspaper reports led their readers to believe.
According to the McGinnises, the special train
was to stop at Thicket Portage in order to pick up
some invited guests, Roy and Elsie among them.
The train did not stop so an aeroplane was dispatched to collect those people left behind. The
plane made much better time than the train which
had to crawl over the untested bridges on the
route and then wait while the track layer frantically put down the last few rails. The official
party was united after a four hour delay and the
ceremonies carried out.
Whatever may have occurred during the 'Last
Spike' ceremonies, the railroad had come to
Thompson; the developing site was now connected to the network of railroad tracks that
covered the nation. The cost of leaving was
ludicrously low by today's standards; the fare to
Winnipeg was twenty-six dollars.
Dr. Thompson was not at the railroad ceremony, but he had already visited the site that
bore his name. In July, 1957, the INCO Triangle
reported his visit in these words:-

With activity at steadily increasing
tempo, following a brief lag during the
break-up, there is now a working force
of seven hundred fifty men engaged on
various phases of the undertaking.
Inco's share of the $175,000,000 initial
investment will be $115,000,000. The
Company will open two new mines,
built a mill and reduction plant and
establish a complete new town for eight
thousand people in the heart of the
wilderness four hundred miles north of
Winnipeg.
Wherever he went in the course of
his thorough inspection, Dr.
Thompson found substantial progress.
He expressed surprise that so much had
been accomplished in the short time
since the project was launched, particularly, as he said, in view of the formidable difficulties confronting it from
the start.
While much that has been done
to date is necessarily of a temporary
nature, the chairman made the point
that this in no way detracts from its
"achievement rating" or importance
but instead serves to "bring into perspective the tremendous size of the
undertaking. "
As has been his custom throughout his half century in Inco, Dr.
Thompson took care to get the human
side of the story. He chatted with the
men on the job at every opportunity.
Later, when asked what had impressed
him most, he said, "The fine spirit and
enthusiasm of our people."
At his namesake, Thompson, the
chairman found sinking operations in
high gear in both shafts of the new
mine. At the production shaft, designated as T -1, the concrete collar has
been installed and the temporary headframe built. At T -2, the development
shaft, sinking has progressed beyond
three hundred feet and is expected to
reach the 1600 level by the end of the
year. From T -2, drilling crews, working on seven levels, will drive development drifts to tie in with the T -1 shaft
stations some twenty-nine hundred
feet distant.
The permanent headframe at T-1

The 30,000 tons of equipment and
supplies freighted into northern Manitoba last winter by day-and-night cat
train in a race against the spring thaw
has already wrought a startling transformation at Inco's great ThompsonMoak Lake project, Dr. John F.
Thompson, chairman of the Company,
found on a vist to the scene in July.
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First headframe at the Thompson mine.
C. A. Nesbitt.

T-2 headframe.

Hudson's Bay Company store, spring 1959.

In the Thompson camp Dr.
Thompson visited the bunkhouses,
cafeteria, staff house, laundry, hospital, post office and administration
buildings. In the remarkedly well
stocked Hudson's Bay Co. store, he
bought a beaded Indian belt as a souvenir for his six-year-old grandson. He
posed for a picture standing in front of
an old log cabin used as an overnight
stopping place by a trapper as he travelled his lonely trap line through the
long northern winters. It is an ironical
twist, typical of the mining game, that
he built his little cabin at this particular

Headframe being bunt.
Jim Harvey.

will be a concrete structure about two
hundred fifty feet high, approximately
twice the height of the Murray mine
headframe, for example. It will be of
the Koepe type, in which the hoist is
installed at the sheave deck and directly
connected to the sheaves instead of
being established in a separate
hoisthouse.
Near T -1, ground has been cleared
for the processing plants and construction of the shops is underway.
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largest city, its initial eight thousand
population exceeded only by Greater
Winnipeg, Brandon, Portage la Prairie
and Flin Flon. About five miles up the
Burntwood from the Thompson
townsite are the scenic Manasan Falls
(Manasan is the Cree Indian word for
good or beautiful), and twenty-five
miles further up river are the spectacular Wuskwatim (Cree for beaver
dam) Falls.
At the Canadian Nickel Company
camp at Moak Lake, twenty-two miles
north-east of Thompson, where he
made his headquarters during his visit,
Dr. Thompson inspected the comfortable new staff house. A special treat in
his honor was a dinner of Moak Lake
pickerel caught the evening before by
Ross Hawkins, Bill Taylor, Neil Boyes,
'Kipper' Read and other expert fly casters and cooked to the queen's taste
under the eagle eye of the master chef,
Bob Brown.
The Moak Lake exploration shaft,
M-1, sunk by INCO in 1955 for exploration drilling at depth after diamond
drilling of the Moak orebody from the
surface gave inconclusive results, is
now being utilized for development
operations also. Dr. Thompson studied
the plans showing how drifts are being
driven on the seven hundred and thirteen hundred foot levels toward the site
of the Moak Lake production shaft
M-2, eighteen hundred fifty feet distant, where raises will be driven from
each level. In the meantime, on surface, the shaft will be collared and
preparations made for widening and
timbering the raises to the full dimensions of the shaft, and then continuing
sinking below the 1,300 level.
Like the production shaft at
Thompson mine, M-2 will be equipped
with a Koepe hoisting system. And,
also as at Thompson, M-1 will become
part of the mine ventilation system
when it has completed its usefulness in
development work.
Flying over Grand Rapids, on the
Nelson River, fifty miles or so northeast of Moak Lake, Inco's chairman
noted the preparation work completed

spot, never suspecting the wealth that
lay directly below him. The Thompson
orebody remained nature's closely
guarded secret until last year when
Inco's intensive exploration program
searched it out.

Thompson's Bailey Bridge, 1961.
J. A. Dickie.

Thompson's Bailey Bridge.
Jim Kennedy.

Travelling by helicopter, Dr.
Thompson set down near the Bailey
bridge already installed over the Burntwood River. It is at the midway point
on the four-mile road built over the
muskeg by the Company from the
Thompson camp to the source of gravel
supply, a ridge providentially left close
by when the glaciers retreated long ago.
Before continuing by truck to the
camp, he was shown the area on both
sides of the river at the bridge, to be
prepared for the townsite of
Thompson. Here is a picturesque setting for what will be Manitoba's fifth
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expedited the purchase of materials from across
North America and abroad.
In June of the same year, the company

by the Manitoba Hydro Board toward
construction of its $35,000,000 power
plant. During the winter a twelve-mile
spur was built to the site from the
C.N.R.'s Hudson Bay line. The plant,
second largest in the present Manitoba
Hydro chain, is scheduled for initial
generation early in 1960. It will have a
head of fifty feet and an average flow
of water of fifty thousand feet per second, about three times that of the
Ottawa River.
By aircraft, Dr. Thompson also
inspected the right-of-way of the
thirty-mile C.N.R. spur from Sipiwesk
to Thompson, noting that a large part
of the road bed was ready for rail. This
line is scheduled for operation next fall.
He landed at Mile 13, where a bridge is
being constructed over the Grass River.
Some 42,000 cubic yards of rock
blasted from thirty foot cuts on either
side of the river was used to consolidate
the silt in the river bottom to provide a
firm foundation for the bridge abutments.
Stopping in Winnipeg on his
return trip, Dr. Thompson visited the
Company's Manitoba division office.
In chatting with the purchasing agent,
W. J. Thorpe, he learned that the
INCO mines and plants scheduled for
nickel production in 1960, will require
about 375,000 tons a year of operating
supplies, considerable of which will be
produced right in the province. As specific examples of how IN CO will benefit the Manitoba economy, it will
require an estimated eight million
board feet of local timber a year, which
will provide steady employment for
about one hundred twenty-five men,
and its power requirements will
amount to almost twenty percent of the
present total production of Manitoba
Hydro.

Foundations for extensions at the plantsite.
Margaret Price.

Erection of steelwork for plantsite extensions.
Margaret Price.

Mention was made in the above article of the
Manitoba Division offices in Winnipeg. The
Manitoba Division was formed in 1957 with
James Parlee as manager. The Winnipeg office
dealt with government and local news media,
recruited manpower, organised the construction
of the rail spurs, mines, plant and townsite and

Building an extension to the INCO General Office.
John Ramey.
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Construction camp and plant area, October 12, 1957.
C. A. Nesbitt.

announced that the entire seventy-five million
pounds of nickel per year, projected to come out
of both the Moak and Thompson mine areas,
would now be produced solely from the
Thompson mine. This did not curtail underground exploration work at Moak, but it did
weaken the prospects for any serious development there.
During the year of 1957, exploration work
continued in the Thompson area. This work
involved seventy-nine miles (125km) of drilling
which itself, represented ninety-one percent of
INCO's drilling footage in Canada for that year.
Development of the mine site processing complex
was also started and an access road from the
townsite to Sasagiu Rapids was cleared. The 1957
schedule for the plant included the warehouse,
surface dry building, two shaft collars and headframes and initial work on the mill and smelter.
Paddy Harrison was awarded the contract for all

T-1 temporary headframe and mill excavation, October 13,
1957.
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underground development work, while the
Foundation Company of Canada was responsible for carrying out all surface construction.

Spring mud at the campsite, 1957.
Ike Klassen.

The work in those early days was hard, so
were the working conditions. There was no time
to waste. Even the 'Snowball Express' proved too
slow a means to deliver the first supplies to the
Thompson work area. Accordingly, tents were
flown in and erected for the men who would
supervise the camp development and unload the
endless tractor trains. The first tents were put up
in temperatures in the -50°C range. Frosty, cold
mornings were a regular feature of early camp
life and, perhaps, these mornings provided an
incentive to get on with the job briskly. In time
the tents were largely replaced by H-hut buildings to house the labour force and the various
service facilities. As mentioned in the article
about Dr. Thompson's visit to the site, in July the
work force numbered seven hundred fifty men.
By 1961, near completion of the mine and plant,
the number of men at the camp had increased to
2,500. The camp quickly became a small city; the
services included a huge kitchen, a bakery, post
office, recreation hall and banks. An enormous
cafeteria served meals and fed the visiting dignitaries. Representatives of the Toronto Dominion
Bank and the Bank of Montreal visited the camp
twice a week to meet the workers' financial
needs. This service was not available in the early
months, nor was it needed. Wages were sent
south to the destination of the worker's choice
and, with little to buy, there was no need for
money in camp. Deductions were made from
individual's wages to pay for food and lodging,
thus making pocket money an even more unnecessary item.
At the start of the 1950's, when INCO started
prospecting in northern Manitoba, mail for the
employees was sent to The Pas or Thicket Portage. Now a post office for the work camp had
become a necessity. The new camp post office

Tents being constructed at the campsite.
John Ramey.

Tents at the campsite, c. 1959.
Shirley Ellis.

Camp, April, 1960, showing the H-huts.
Ike Klassen
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was run from a corner in the Hudson's Bay Co.
store with employees of The Bay taking the place
of post office personnel. In 1958, with the influx
of more and more construction workers, the
temporary post office needed to expand and
moved to the electricians' hut in the camp. Later
in 1958, in the fall, Steve Bugera came from
Kelvington, Saskatchewan, to run this expanded
service. INCO provided two part-time helpers
from their pay-roll. Because of the different
shifts being worked, the hours of work at this
new post office were long, the queues measured
in quarters of a mile and life for the postal
workers was hectic.

Although working conditions left a great deal
to be desired, there were some good points about
working on a construction crew. The pay was
good and the food was plentiful; the caterers'
records show that ,the camp, which at its peak
housed 2,500 men, used 200,000 eggs per month,
1,200 bags of potatoes, 120,000 pounds of meat
and six hundred bags of flour. There is no record
of the reaction of the men to how this food was
prepared.
The spiritual needs of the construction workers was looked after by laymen, (United Church),
missionaries working on the Bayline, (Anglican),
or, for the Presbyterian Church, Ron Mucar. In
1957, the Board of Missions of the Presbyterian
Church placed a student minister on the INCO
workforce for the summer months. He became
known as the 'working priest' to his fellow workers and was the first representative of that church
to work in Thompson.
On October 21, an article appeared in the
'Winnipeg Tribune' reporting on a press conference given by Ralph Parker, Canadian vicepresident and general manager of INCO. At this
news event, Mr. Parker announced that the
Thompson-Moak Lake operation was to be a
very long term proposition and that he was hopeful that it would still be producing nickel in the
year 2000. Mr. Parker went on to say that INCO
exploration costs in Manitoba through 1956 were
ten million dollars and the 1957 exploration and
construction bill would be about thirteen million
dollars. He added, "By mid-1960, we hope to be
milling seventy-five million pounds a year. The
mill is being built to handle nine thousand tons a
day." It was also reported that only a few top
supervisory workers would be brought in to the
Thompson operation from other IN CO locations. The majority of Thompson workers would
be recruited and trained in Manitoba.
As far as INCO was concerned, as far as
fledgling Thompson was concerned, 1957 was
ending on a note of unbounded optimism. This
optimism was not shared by some of the preINCO residents of the area. In the 'INCO Triangle' report of Dr. Thompson's visit to his
namesake townsite a photograph was taken. A
picture of Dr. Thompson standing by the door of
a trapper's hut. The trapper was Mike Madonick.
His trapline ran through the present site of Inco's
plantsite. Margaret Madonick claims that, to this
day she has never received compensation for the
loss of the trapline, some cabins and their con-

Hudson's Bay Company Commissary at the INCO plantsite,

1958.
Van etta.

One year and five days from the drilling of the
discovery hole at Cook Lake on February 3,1956,
the first excavation was begun for the development of Thompson mine. At the same time as the
mine development was being initiated, construction of the surface plants was started. To meet
the production start-up deadline, steel erection
was required during three winters, despite the
extremely cold temperatures. True to the nature
of the work, the labour force was largely transient at that time. Many workers were recent
immigrants and had to cope with a new language
as well as the harsh climate and enforced family
separation. A favourite saying was that the shift
system was "one crew working, one crew leaving
and one crew on the way in." There was close to a
one hundred percent turnover in the work force
between 1957 and October, 1958. Perhaps the
most surprising fact about the building of
Thompson is not how quickly it was completed,
but that it even was finished.
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tents, when INCa moved on to the mine site and
also flooded a part of the area.

and marked the first power project to utilise the
hydraulic resources of the Nelson River. The
total construction cost of the new Hydro plant
was $48,000,000 with power being transmitted to
the Thompson plantsite on June 22,1960.
Following the INCa decision to proceed with
the extraction and refinement of nickel ore in the
Mystery-Moak Lake region, arrangements were
concluded for the partial development of the
Grand Rapids* site on the Nelson River. The
broad expanse of the river narrowed down at this
point to flow turbulently between relatively sheer
granite banks and over a bed of granite boulders.
Between the head and the lower reaches of the
fast water there was a drop of thirty-five feet
(10.6 m) and preliminary investigation had shown
that this elevation could be increased to fifty-five
feet (16.8 m) with a small amount of diking. The
original plans called for the installation of four
forty-two thousand horsepower turbines with
provisions for the later installation of a fifth.
These plans were revised and construction schedules changed to accommodate the inclusion of
the fifth turbine and permit the installation of a
sixth when powerloads warranted. The present
generating capacity of the station, with five generators rated at 37,500 KV A, is 160,000 kilowatts.
When the need arises the station can be extended
to produce 337,500 kilowatts.
Construction of the Kelsey station presented
engineers and technicians with a number of varied problems. Some were unique but all had to be
overcome in order to maintain the construction
schedule and allow contracted power delivery
dates to be met. In January, 1957, within days of
the decision to proceed with the Kelsey power
project, engineers and survey parties arrived at
Mile 256 on the Bayline and started the preliminary survey of the fourteen mile spur line
through the bush and muskeg to the Grand
Rapids site. Lucas Construction of Swan River
was awarded the contract for subgrading and,
working through the winter, completed the road
bed in March. Ties and tracks were laid by
C.N.R. crews and the line was ready for use in
May.
In June, the contract for the construction of
the powerhouse, sluiceway and diking was
awarded to McNamara, Brown and Root of

Dr. Thompson in front of the Madonicks' cabin, 1956.
INCO.

The Thompson-Thicket Portage-Moak Lake
region was not the only area in Northern Manitoba to have a major construction project
started in 1957. Fifty-three miles north-east of
Thompson, on the Nelson River, Manitoba
Hydro began the Kelsey Generating Station. The
Nelson River is one of the major rivers of Canada; it flows four hundred miles (640 km) north
and east from Lake Winnipeg dropping a total of
seven hundred twelve feet (217 m) before emptying into Hudson Bay. The watershed of the
Nelson is one of the largest on the continent of
North America.
With the commissioning of the Kelsey Generating Station by Manitoba Hydro, power was
made available for the first time from a large
northern Manitoba hydroelectric generating
installation. Geographically, the station is situated two hundred miles (330 km) north-east of
The Pas and four hundred twenty-five miles (680
km) north of Winnipeg. It was the first hydroelectric development of any appreciable size to be
built in central Canada north of the 55th parallel

*Not to be confused with Grand Rapids on
Highway 6 some three hundred twenty km south
of Thompson.
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Speed Construction of IHanitoba Hydro Plant to Supply New Inco Opt?raliolls

Construction work on the Manitoba Hydro's Nelson River power project
by the team of McNamara-Brown & Root 400 air miles north of
Winnipeg and 14 miles in from the Hudson Bay Railway is progressing
steadily as the pictures above indicate. Shown at left is the camp site
where the 300 men presently working on the various construction phases
for the Kelsey Generating Station live, and the various shops, warehouses, etc., are located. The Nelson River can be seen both in the
foreground and background. At right is pictured the bridge which the

crews have just completed to give better access from the camp on the
south side of the river to the powerhouse and tailrace cofferdam work
on the north side. Earth and rock excavation work is now going forward
on the sluiceway while earth excavation is being carried out on the
powerhouse site, and the men are also putting in the tailrace cofferdam.
This is the plant that will supply power to Inco's great new operations
at Thompson and ~loak Lake. It is 50 miles west of Thompson. (Photos
courtesy McNamara News).

Toronto and Edmonton and, before the middle
of the month, men and machines were arriving at
the site to begin the work. Contractors and
engineers were well aware of the Herculean tasks
that lay ahead of them before the first electricity
could be transmitted from the site. The Nelson
River, with an average flow of eighty thousand
cubic feet per second and a formidable set of
rapids, had to be diverted from its normal course
and made to flow through two specially constructed channels. Approximately 600,000 cubic
metres of soil and rock had to be excavated in
order to cut the first channel. Across this channel, at a later date, a nine gate vertical lift control
sluiceway was erected to regulate the level of the
water in the forebay or upstream side of the
generating station.
An odd feature in a river the size of the
Nelson was the presence of a large neck of land
that extended from the far shore almost directly
across the course of the river causing the river to
make a sharp turn, flow along one side of the
neck then make a 180 0 turn and flow down the
other side of the peninsula. It was through this
peninsula that the second man-made channel
was to be cut and, astride this excavation, the
new powerhouse would be erected with the lower
part of the powerhouse, comprising the intake

piers, scroll cases and the trailrace sections, built
in, and across the channel. Approximately five
hundred thousand cubic metres of soil and rock
were removed to construct this second channel.
It was during the construction of these two
channels that the first major problem of the
project was encountered, permafrost. Permafrost in Thompson is a geological condition
where the earth beneath the subsoil is interspersed with spores or islands of permanently
frozen material. After the clearing of an area of
trees and the removal of the overburden, the
exposed, cleared region, now exposed to the heat
of the sun, turned to an oozing mass. Various
ways of drilling and blasting the areas were tried
but success was limited. Sections loosened by
explosives were either too large to handle or
became masses of unmanageable mud when they
thawed out. Eventually it was found that power
shovels working on their own, were the most
effective, if rather slow, method to deal with the
problem.
The unknown properties of permafrost as
suitable soil for the design and construction of
earth dikes created the need for some original,
investigative engineering work. In this case, a
degree of overdesign proved to be a practical
solution. On the basis of experience gained dur34

long, fabricated and erected by the Dominion
Bridge Co., were used to span the centre gap. The
bridge, l31j2 feet. (4 m) wide, was capable of
carrying loads of up to seventy tonnes. The
methods of construction of this bridge were the
subjects of considerable interest at the time, for
this bridge was the longest pre-cast, poststressed, concrete, cantilever bridge to have been
erected up to that date. This famous bridge, with
its unusual engineering history, did not receive
the fate it probably deserved. It was later used as
an integral part of the dam constructed across the
rapids. Access to the powerhouse is now by
means of a mundane roadway forming a part of
the sluiceway structure.
Another problem encountered at Kelsey,
common at Thompson but uncommon on large
construction projects in Canada's more southerly
zones, was the necessity of keeping the larger
vehicles operating twenty-four hours a day, in
the winter months, to prevent their freezing up.
Vehicles were refueled 'on the fly' and were never
permitted to stop running unless shut off in
heated workshops for repairs or maintenance.
With the excavation of both channels underway, coffer dam cribs were built, sunk, filled
with rock and other impervious materials, sealed
and pumped dry to form coffer dams. These

ing the construction of the sluiceway channel and
the railway roadbed, the building of the dikes
became a two phase operation with surface stripping and preparatory work being completed during the winter months and the erection of the
dikes themselves being carried out as early as
possible after stripping and continuing throughout the summer. A considerable amount of
information and data pertaining to the characteristics and the handling of permafrost was
acquired during the construction of Kelsey and
this information has been made available to any
interested parties in northern permafrost areas.
Before the excavation of the second channel,
it was necessary to provide access to the peninsula. As the closest point between the shoreline of
the peninsula and the camp side of the river was
directly across the rapids, it had been decided to
erect a bridge at that location. The bridge was
built between September and mid-December,
1957. The bridge was 365 feet. (111 m) long with a
clear span of 245 feet. (75 m) between the piers.
Cantilever spans consisting of seventy-two concrete blocks, each weighing between eight and
seventeen tonnes, were pre-cast in St. Boniface
by Supercrete Ltd., then transported to the site
and assembled and post-tensioned at that location. Four steel plate girders, 110 feet. (33.5 m)

Manitoba Hydro's Kelsey Dam and generating station, 1959.

Manitoba Hydro.
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dams prevented the river from flowing back into
the areas of operation. The pouring of concrete
to ensure a good set during the months of subzero temperatures, presented difficulties overcome by boarding in and heating. Fortunately,
the steel work was erected without incident.
By the fall of 1958, the powerhouse and
sluiceway had begun to take on their final shapes.
The installation of turbines, control equipment
and generators was well advanced by early 1960
when, on January 30, disaster struck in the form
of a $1,000,000 fire. The fire blazed for over three
hours fed by building and bituminous materials
in the powerhouse structure. After the blaze was
extinguished, it was discovered that the steel roof
deck, the built up roofing materials, the overhead
crane and the concrete of the intake passages and
scroll unit number five had received the most
extensive damage. Instead of delaying the completion date the result of the fire was that the
winter workers, suppliers, contractors, -neighbouring utilities and other interested parties
assisted in the restoration process and the project
was still completed on schedule.
Today, five 42,000 horsepower fixed blade
propeller type turbines, built by Dominion
Engineering of Lachine, Quebec, and five 37,500
KVA, 0.90 power factor generators, built by the
Canadian General Electric Co., revolve at a
speed of 102.9 revolutions per minute. Transformers, also made by Canadian General Electric,
take the 13,800 volts produced by the turbines
and step up the voltage for transmission. Air
blast circuit breakers, products of the Canadian
Westinghouse Co., protect the vital generating
equipment within the generating station. The
transformers are mounted on the tailrace, or
downstream deck, of the station and the circuit

breakers are installed on the powerhouse roof
together with the switching and transmission
equipment.
Over at the sluiceway, the nine vertical lift
sluicegates, built by Canadian Vickers Ltd. of
Montreal, are used to control the forebay level.
The sluicegates have a total discharge capacity of
250,000 cubic feet of water per second. Approximately fifty-seven miles (92 km) of steel transmission towers transfer the power at 138,000 volts
over double circuit transmission lines to be transformed by step down transformers for use by the
Thompson mine and town sites.
With all the special problems encountered at
the Kelsey Station construction, it is only fitting
that the working of the power station is special
too. The entire operation of the Kelsey Generating Station is remotely controlled from
Thompson. Sluicegates are opened and closed,
generators started and stopped and voltages and
loads selected by an operator seated in front of a
control panel fifty-seven miles away in
Thompson. The Kelsey station is the largest
remotely controlled hydro generating station in
North America. It is also the largest capacity
generating station in Manitoba.
It has been calculated that the waters flowing
down the Nelson River to Hudson Bay could
sustain hydro-electric generating facilities capable of producing twenty-one billion kilowatt
hours of electricity per year. The water flow
along the Nelson averages 80,000 cubic feet per
second, or 2265 cubic metres per second; the
daytime flow over Niagara Falls is twenty-eight
hundred cubic metres per second. The current
(1987) construction of the Limestone project
could prove an indication that further large generating stations of the Kelsey type will provide
not only an economic source of electrical power
for the province of Manitoba, but also an important export item in that same cheap power.
The Kelsey Generating Station was named
after Henry Kelsey who, as was mentioned in
Chapter One, was the first white man to travel
through Manitoba and the first European to see
the prairies.
While INCO was building the first integrated
nickel operation in the world, the town of
Thompson was being planned in a way that
would make it, too, a first, an uncompany town
in a company town setting. In the agreement
between INCO and the province of Manitoba, it
was spelled out that INCO, while helping substantially with the construction of the town,

Building the hydro line from Kelsey, 1959. Jim Stevenson and
Tom Litster.
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changes in the elevation providing a gentle
slope to the Burntwood River.
(iii) A hospital at that point would be readily
accessible to the plant which would only be
one and a half miles away and also on the
south side of the river.
(iv) Water intake and pumping structures
located upstream on the Burntwood River,
and designed to serve the plant, could also
service the townsite.
(v) A sewage disposal plant could be situated
downstream, beyond the developed portion of the townsite.
(vi) A single-lane road would provide the only
access to the plantsite.
(vii) The proposed rail line would approach the
plant from the south and so would not
encroach on residential areas.
It was generally agreed that the site was not an
ideal one but, unfortunately, there was no other
logical choice. A further complication to the
planning of the town was that the soil and permafrost conditions set up design limitations on
both the size and scope of future building.
Most visitors to Thompson comment on the
lack of trees, in their natural state, in the town. In
the opinion of the surveyors there were not
enough well rooted trees in the area to warrant
saving; the black spruce and poplar were rather
stunted and only partially rooted in the clay. A
compromise was reached by leaving a perimeter
belt of native bush surrounding each neighbourhood. Another query by visitors concerns
the absence of houses along the river. It was not
considered advisable to build along the river
banks because of possible slide action. The planners instead turned this area into parkland, free
for all residents to enjoy. The planners were
proud to have been able to turn a disadvantage
into an advantage in this way.
The proposed population of the new townsite
was arrived at by use of various formulae and
ratios of working men with families to single men
and service people. The basic plan was to provide
for eight thousand people with proposed expansion to twelve thousand. Most would live in single
dwellings or duplex units but there would be
small apartment blocks for two and three bedroom apartments. By early 1958 everything was
set to start; surveyors began laying out the plans
for subdivisions and building. Contracts for
Municipal services were set in the early summer
of 1958 and the first building permits, for two
hundred dwellings, were issued.

Kelsey Power Station, 1961.
Margaret Price.

would not, in fact, own any part of the town save
a few houses for its key personnel. The townsite
would be turned over to, and become the property of, the Local Government District of Mystery Lake.
On June 9,1957, Dr. Murray Fisher, the then
Deputy Minister of Municipal Affairs, was
authorised to sign an agreement on behalf of the
L.G.D. of Mystery Lake. This agreement,
between the L.G.D. and the province of Manitoba, was to provide the services of the Metropolitan Planning Commission to plan the
townsite of Thompson. INCO was to assume the
costs of this service. One of the provisions of the
Agreement between the Province and INCO was
that the townsite of Thompson would be a model
community and planned in an orderly manner.
The planners were to be responsible for the coordination of the town development programme,
that is the preparation of the plans of sub-division, land use, control of legislation, approval of
building permits and the logical extension of the
service area of the townsite in order to meet the
demand for building sites. In mid-1957 when the
agreement between the L. G. District and the
province was signed, the plan was for a town to
service and house a projected population of eight
thousand people. The planners and officials of
INCO selected that portion of the three thousand
acre townsite which appeared, on the basis of
available information, to be the most suited for
townsite construction. The townsite area was visited in July in order to inspect its suitability. The
location chosen for the building of the town, on
the south side of the Burntwood River, was
selected for the following reasons:
(i) The wooded but moss-covered site
appeared to be free of rock outcrops and
was generally flat.
(ii) The site appeared to be well drained,
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David G. Henderson was the Director of
Municipal Planning for the Province of Manitoba, Department of Municipal Affairs, and, as
such, was more than intimately involved in the
design of Thompson. He was given the opportunity to plan the Thompson townsite project
from scratch. David recalls his first visit to the
proposed townsite area as follows,
"The plane landed on the river and tied up to
a ledge of rock. I paused on the road by the
bridge, knowing that I was standing very close to
a fortune, one of the world's largest bodies of
nickel bearing ore. It was early in the June of
1957. I was twenty-eight, an architect and townplanner suddenly facing the reality of a dream
that all planners have. Here, where there was
nothing but stunted trees, a knee-deep mulch of
muskeg (a soggy reminder that this forest had
lived and died for centuries, unsullied by man),
here, among the few small hills and shallow
ravines carrying streams to the river, I was to be
instrumental in creating a new town. I was
excited!
"There were the banks of the Burntwood
River which I would insist remain public parkland. Here was an area, bounded by the river on
one side and a gully on the other, perfect for a
school site. The kids could toboggan down the
snowy slopes in winter and associate, perhaps,
learning with fun. Over there was a wooded
ravine - leave it untouched for a natural beauty
spot. Look, ... but through my enthusiasm the
words of a song by Tennessee Ernie Ford kept
ringing through my head,
'I owe my soul to the company store!'" *
The design concept was to build small neighbourhoods centred around primary schools, ideal
for raising families. Rather than building traffic
congested thoroughfares, residential areas would
be laid out in gentle curves, with a collector road
running through each neighbourhood. In each
residential area, land would be developed as
parkland, shopping areas would be conveniently
located and heavy industry would be isolated in
its own special section.
David Henderson need not have worried
about the 'Company Town' he had been thinking
about. It was not INCO policy to erect a company town; their philosophy was one of
enlightened self-interest. If the three levels of
authority, provincial government, the company

and the L.G.D., could create, out of the wilderness, a town where people would enjoy living,
then the community would develop from the
citizens' self interest, they would choose, out of
civic pride, to build their own recreational facilities, clubs and organisations.
"I still had misgivings," said David Henderson, "INCO had expressed noble ideals in brave
words, but I knew that the Manitoba Government wanted INCO to set up shop in the province
and could probably be swayed by the company if
a dispute arose. I knew that the first town
authority would consist of one man, selected
jointly by the province and the company. What if
the plans so carefully drawn up were not
approved by the corporate giant with so much
invested in the area? What of our dreams and
ideals then?
"The future was to prove my fears were without foundation. INCO never once objected to, or
sought changes in, any of the plans produced and
approved by the provincial government, on
occasion, INCO even did more than they had
originally agreed."
The first problems were to marry the aims of
the planners with the urgent needs of the company. INCO wanted the first 200 families to be
moved in to Thompson by the fall of 1958, a mere
fourteen months after David Henderson paid his
first visit to the townsite. The winter of 1957-8
was available for the production of the town
master plan, and to burn and clear the land ready
for the first inhabitants. The spring would be
taken up with the provision of the first services,
roads, sewers, electricity, telephones and the
summer would be needed for private developers
to design homes that could be partly prefabricated and then erected, ready for occupancy, by
fall.
The early stages of townsite planning and
research was undertaken by Dr. J. D. Mallard &
Associates, Material Testing Laboratories and
Underwood, McLellan and Associates. The preliminary research was conducted from August
1957 to January 1958, with an interim plan completed by October, 1957. The acceptable plan had
to please INCO and the province and conform to
the following guidelines,
(i) As the site location was fixed by the Agreement and, therefore, the physical factors
with respect to vegetation, topsoil sub-soil,
permafrost and landslide conditions could
not be avoided; they had to be planned and
engineered for.

*Sixteen Tons, Tennessee Ernie Ford.
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This was the blueprint for the new town. How
well this plan was achieved can, perhaps, be
measured by the number of present and past
Thompson residents who have come forward
with stories, anecdotes and memorabilia for this
book and also by the diverse activities organised
by the citizens in order to provide themselves,
and future generations of Thompsonites, with a
city that would instill a feeling of pride in its
residents.
One of the provisions of the agreement
between the province and INCO was mentioned
by David Henderson; the appointment of one
man as an administrator, one man to supervise
the development of the new town and ensure that
this development was carried out in an orderly
manner. In October of 1957, this one man was
appointed; his name was Carl Nesbitt. Employed
by IN CO in Copper Cliff, Mr. Nesbitt had several years of experience in municipal affairs in the
township of McKim, four of these years being
spent in the position of reeve. While at Copper
Cliff, he was put to work studying the Agreement
for the proposed mine and town sites which were
to become Thompson. In October of 1957, Carl
Nesbitt met with Premier Campbell and his cabinet as a prospective candidate for the position of
Resident Administrator of the Local Government District of Mystery Lake. His experience in
the field of municipal affairs and his familiarity
with the proposed development assured that he
would be appointed. Carl, upon hearing that he
had acquired the position that he had sought,
said that he felt fortunate to have been
appointed.
Although his appointment did not take effect
until March, 1958, Carl A. Nesbitt paid his first
visit to the Thompson site on the occasion of the
'Last Spike' ceremonies on October 20, 1957.
Also, in that same month, Carl was introduced to
Eric Thrift, George Rick and David Henderson
of the Metropolitan Planning Commission, the
men who were to have the responsibility for the
planning of the town. From his appointment, to
the time when he officially began his new position, Carl spent his time becoming acquainted
with the municipal procedures adopted in industrial townsites while working under the Minister
of Municipal Affairs in Winnipeg.
The scope of the job of Resident Administrator can be judged from the fact that Carl
Nesbitt acted in that capacity, guiding the planning, development and growth of Thompson for
a total of sixteen years from the date of his
appointment.

(ii) The existing single lane gravel road which
ran through the townsite area had to stay
operational throughout the project, or
until a new route was established. The road
was needed to enable gravel carrying trucks
to reach the plansite from the gravel pit.
These trucks passed at the rate of one every
three minutes, twenty-four hours a day,
seven days a week.
(iii) The main highway approach to the townsite was to be considered as an extension of
the yet to be constructed provincial trunk
highway between The Pas and Churchill.
(iv) No rail facilities were to be brought into the
townsite. A heavy industrial area, for those
industries requiring rail facilities, was to be
established at the railhead.
(v) Two hundred serviced dwelling units were
required for occupancy within twelve
months.
(vi) The lack of available money for apartment
construction prohibited the possibility of
constructing multiple-family dwellings
during the initial years of development.
(vii) The initial design was to plan to accommodate approximately 8,000 people, but was
also to be capable of allowing a relatively
economic and physical expansion to
12,000.
(viii) The town was not to become a 'Company
Town'. The provisions of the Agreement
clearly established the climate for the individual and private development of residential, commercial and industrial sites.
(ix) The hospital site was to be readily available
to the plant.
(x) The townsite was to be capable of development in progressive stages, each stage
being more or less complete within itself.
(xi) Ample public park and recreation areas
were to be provided.
(xii) The preservation of as many wooded areas
as possible was to be attempted in the
design of the town and in the process of its
construction.
(xiii) The design of the facilities was to bear in
mind that the residents would be on shift
work.
(xiv) Shack development and temporary structures were to be avoided.
(xv) The opportunity was to be created for a
happy community life and individual participation by the future property owners
and residents.
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CHAPTER FIVE
The first families arrive.
A cold coming we had of it.
Just the worst time of the year.
T. S. Eliot
'Journey of the Magi. '
It may seem that, after the frantic activity of
1957, that following year would see, if not a slow
down in the projects under construction, at least
a consolidation of the achievements of that year.
Not so! Nineteen fifty-eight proved to be the year
that permanent residents came to town, not just
INCO employees or construction workers but
families, women and children.
The plans for the townsite had called for two
hundred houses to be completed by the end of the
year. This figure was not realised but was
fulfilled within two months of the start of 1959.
Everyone knew that 'Authority', in the shape
of Resident Administrator Carl Nesbitt, was to
arrive in town on March 1. What was not realised
was that another form of authority, the
R.C.M.P., were coming to town in the same
month. A municipal agreement for the policing
of the Local Government District of Mystery
Lake came into effect on March 19. The Mystery
Lake Detachment was opened by Constable E. J.
Cutts (Regimental Number 16702). The police
quarters were supplied by the L.G.D. and located

at the mine site. The Mystery Lake Detachment
was probably the shortest lived R.C.M.P.
detachment in Manitoba. Shortly after it was
established, it was discovered that there was
another Mystery Lake in Alberta and the mail
was getting very muddled indeed. Here, in Manitoba, the name of the Detachment was changed
to the more descriptive, but less poetic,
Thompson Detachment.
The detachment building at the work camp
was rather small, only twenty-four feet by twelve
feet, and consisted of an office, bedroom and one
cell with a bunk bed. There was not much room
to move about; in fact, it was almost impossible
for two people to occupy the office at the same
time. Strange as it may seem, one man proved
sufficient to police the huge work force. Constable Cutts recalled:
"There was very little major criminal activity
around in those days."
As would be expected, there were those men
who came to Thompson with the hope of avoiding the law. A number of such men were

Campsite, February, 1957.

R.C.M.P. building at the campsite, 1958 and 1959. Office,
living quarters and cell combines in a shack twelve feet by
twenty-four feet.

C. Kilvert.
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apprehended and sent back to face the charges
against them. The policing of the Thompson area
was probably made easier by the INCO policy of
secrecy. Access to the plant site was by invitation
only and, although the press were welcomed,
even encouraged, they could come only with
prior clearance. Visitors without authorisation
found themselves with nowhere to stay and
booked for a return trip. Union organisers were
sent packing as were the women who came up
north to make their fortunes. So much for free
enterprise in the early days of the city.
Another factor in keeping vice off the streets
was Carl Nesbitt. Carl would greet the trains that
arrived in order to see if any women disembarking had good reason to be in town. When wives
and families began arriving in late '58 Carl met
them at the station just "to check on their credentials. "
Medical facilities at Moak Lake terminated in
1958, with the opening of a Thompson mine site·
hospital. Dr. Blain Johnston moved from Snow
Lake to Thompson in order to take charge of this
hospital. His hours were long and holidays nonexistent. Clinic hours could be as late as ten p.m.
to accommodate shift workers and, of course,
the clinic was open seven days a week. As all
work was being carried out to a tight schedule,
men were not lightly released from their hours of
duty. There were from one thousand to fifteen
hundred workers engaged in the construction of
the mine and town at that time so the number of
accidents occuring must have been horrendous.
Since women were forbidden in the mine site
area, Dr. Johnston's assistance came in the form
of male nurses. Many men served their fellows in
this capacity. Some stayed for a short time only,
as the work was hard and demanding; some, like

Elden MacDonald. male nurse at the camp hospital. 1957.
(Photograph taken by Blain Johnston.)
Elden MacDonald.

Dr. Blain Johnston at the camp hospital. Elden MacDonald
was the photographer.
Elden MacDonald.

The first road from the campsite to the new townsite. The
camp hospital is at the far end. May. 1958.
Mary Fenske.

Camp hospital.
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Elden MacDonald chose to stay on and make
Thompson their home.
The hospital itself was a 'large', wellequipped building approximately twenty feet by
thirty feet (6.5m x 9m) in size. It consisted of
two wards, each containing eight beds. This was
the treatment centre. Another much smaller
building, housed the 'pest hole', or isolation
ward. With such large numbers of men working
and living in close proximity, much care was
taken to avoid the spreading of communicable
diseases. There was an operating room which was
frequently used for anything not requiring a general anaesthetic as there was no anaesthetist
available at that time. Only emergencies were
dealt with. Non-emergencies were evacuated to
The Pas or Winnipeg. When Dr. Johnston's first
doctor help arrived, in the form of Luke Rustige,
more operations were performed, Dr. Rustige
being an excellent anaesthetist. Luke Rustige
proved to be a welcome addition to the hospital
and the settlement, displaying a sense of dedication to his vocation and showing a sense of
humour and general enjoyment of life in less than
ideal conditions. Dr. Rustige was eventually
appointed to the position of District Coroner in
1961. His stay in Thompson lasted from January,
1960 until the spring of 1964. The last news we
have of Dr. Rustige was that he had moved to the
East Coast and had accepted the position of
Medical Officer on an oceanographic expedition
somewhere in the Atlantic. As if the early days in
Thompson weren't enough!
The transition from the paper agreement to
the planned reality became a little difficult when,
in June of1958, the Liberal government of Douglas Campbell was replaced by a Conservative
administration headed by Duff Roblin. There
were some disagreements and differences in
interpretation of the agreement but, eventually,
all these were ironed out and the work of the
townsite planning and construction continued.
The fact that the resident administrator, Carl
Nesbitt, was to be the supreme authority on all
questions pertaining to the planned growth and
development of the city was a concern for at least
one of the planners. David Henderson had his
own vision of what Thompson could be and was
hesitant to have his ideas overthrown by one
man. Fortunately for all concerned, the visions
of David Henderson and the ideals of Carl
Nesbitt had much common ground and there was
little disagreement between them, their association proving to be satisfying to both sides.

Carl A. Nesbitt.

Another large slice of responsibility was given
to Carl in May 1958 when he was appointed as the
trustee of the School District of Mystery Lake,
No. 2355. At the time of his appointment he was
Trustee of nothing; it was his task to make all the
preparations necessary for the establishment of
. school facilities for the following year. Building
the five-school system was the accomplishment
of which he was particularly proud.
By June, surface rights for a part of the
Thompson townsite had been acquired. These
were paid for by INCO then, as outlined in the
agreement and transferred directly to the local
government district. It was difficult to induce
builders to establish themselves in Thompson,
but, after many contacts with such firms as Mannex, Webb and Knapp, an agreement was
reached with H. & H. Construction of Winnipeg
to build homes in the townsite. It was, however,
necessary for INCO to guarantee the builder set
sales or rentals. On June 6, two contractors
started work on the townsite development, Home
Development (H. & H. Construction's successor
after one of the H.'s, Mr. Haage withdrew from
the company) began shipping in materials and
staking out lots for house construction, while J.
S. Quinn Construction began laying water mains,
sewers and storm sewers and building roads all
under the supervision of Underwood, McLellan
and Associates. The Quinn contract was just one
of the financial obligations assumed by INCO in
supplying the town not only with water and
sewers, but also with pumping stations, sewage
plants and the water treatment plant necessary to
provide sanitary facilities in line with other
phases of planning.
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For the time being we leave the townsite in the
capable hands of men such as Tom Hicks and, of
course, Carl Nesbitt and take a trip with the
gravel trucks, down the rocky, slippery road to
the minesite. In March, the development of
Moak Lake was suspended and all the attention
was devoted to the Thompson Mine complex.
Underground diamond drilling started in this
area in the May of 1958 and also, by that October,
Midwest Drilling had development work on the
one thousand-foot level of the mine. This
increased activity also brought the number of
men employed on the development of the complex to two thousand. The T -1 and T -2 headframes were erected and equipment installed in
the mill by the fall. The compressor and service
buildings, mine dry and coarse ore bins were also
completed in 1958. The stack, which had been
started in April, was finished by December. The
five hundred foot (152m) chimney had a sampling
port built into it at the two hundred foot (61m)
level. In the summer of that year the first
environment sampling of waters and foliage
from the area was carried out in order to provide
a base line for future environmental studies.
Jack Lamb, son of Tom Lamb, the founder
of Lamb Airways, recalls the building of the
INCO stack. "I flew Jim Parlee back and forth
between The Pas and Thompson many times,
and on each trip the new giant smoke stack grew
taller and taller. Jim was quite proud of his
expensive engineering feat and, as we were flying
in to Thompson on the day that the Custodious
Construction Company topped off the chimney
with a little roof to keep weather out while the

The pipeline at the pumphouse.
Margaret Price.

Tom and Eleanor Hicks arrived in Thompson
with their two sons in June of '58. Tom had
accepted the responsibilities of resident engineer
for the Underwood consultants. His duties,
along with a crew of about twelve other men,
were to survey for the underground utilities,
streets and roads, water treatment plant, the
sewage treatment plant and pumphouse for the
contractors and to supervise the construction of
those facilities.
Tom remembers those first few months.
"Having grown up in Northern Saskatchewan,
we did not expect any surprises regarding the
climate. However, it was a great surprise to be
able to skid our shack tent camp from its original
site on the southwest side of the present Burntwood River bridge to the Water Treatment Plant
site on a heavy fall of fresh snow on 11th June
1958. We moved in four house trailers for my
family and the families of three other members of
the crew. Our crew worked for ten hours a day,
seven days a week, and a crew member had to
work for three months before getting a week on
the 'outside'. Work left very little time to spare,
but, as with most companies working on the
townsite, we formed a baseball team and played
in a league during the summer months. Apart
from baseball, pickerel fishing was the most popular sport for most of the crew."
Tom and family moved to Winnipeg in April,
1961, after the completion of the utilities contracts.

Construction of the INCO stack.
Eldon MacDonald.
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rest of the plant was being completed, Jim said,
'The first blasted pilot who runs into my chimney
is fired.'"
Jack has many other memories too, long
before the start of the construction work, "I left
school in the December of 1953 and went directly
to Wabowden to haul fish in a Cessna 170 from
South Indian Lake. The magic number of hours
to get a commercial pilot's licence was 200. I
attained that number in spring, and then it was
off to Winnipeg to write my commercial licence
test.

"When we stayed at Moak Lake we lived in
tents and would be gone from home for months
on end, leaving The Pas in November, on plane
skiis of course, coming home for four days at
Christmas and returning to Moak to stay until
spring. Severe as this may seem, it did have some
good moments, one of them being the breakfasts
cooked by my Chinese friend, Mac Fen, known
to one and all as 'Scotty'.
Scotty was a great guy, even if every other
word was a cuss word. We played Hearts with
him some evenings and I can still see him pacing
back and forth, his hands behind his back, cursing himself for a dumb play he had just made.
Scotty made beautiful bread and one day Mrs.
Jim Parlee asked him how he did it. Scotty, being
very careful with his language, explained how he
did it. He went into great detail describing how
this and that were added and then he forgot
himself and said, "Then I beat the living ---- out
of it!"

Austin Airways hauling oil and gas to Thompson from Thicket
Portage, April, 1956.
P. R. McGinnis.

"INCO was going full blast in the exploration
department and we would fly Paddy Lane, Hugh
Fraser, Terry Podolski and their crews from
Wabowden, northeast, along the Setting Lake,
Grass River, Phillips Lake and Joey Lake. In
1954 the INCO base of operations had moved
from Wabowden to Thicket Portage where Roy
McGinnis, Cliff Alguire, Stan Swanson, Hector
Despins, Dave McKenzie, Lawrence (Wimpy)
Yusishen and all the others kept us busy with a
Norseman aircraft flying freight and drillers to
Mystery Lake and Moak Lake. Kelly Gibb was
flying a black Husky aircraft for Austin Airways
at that time and it was always a contest between
us as to who would get airborne first in the
morning. (Most of the time I would beat him.)
Jack Abram was my engineer and we would put
our Norseman away at night with great care; this
would mean putting on the wing covers and
engine cover, jacking up the skis and putting
poplar poles under them to prevent them freezing
to the ice, draining out five gallons of oil and
taking it plus the one hundred pound battery up
the steep hill to the shack where we slept. We
always loaded the Norseman the night before to
enable us to get airborne early the next morning.

The first passenger plane to Thompson, 1960.
P. R. McGinnis.

"There was another Scotty who worked for
INCO; this one was not Chinese. He was an
Eskimo and worked as a camp watchman at the
Ferguson Lake project in the Northwest Territories in the early 1950's. Scotty spoke no English
but was a master of pantomime. When INCO
president, Ralph Parker, was scheduled to visit
this project along with Ralph Mitchener and
some other New York INCO executives, the
drillers at Ferguson arranged for Scotty to greet
the guests and rehearsed him meticulously for the
part. The Canso aircraft landed, Ralph Parker
was the first ashore and there was Scotty, looking
very official, extending his hand in welcome,
"F--- the Big Shots," he said.
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as far as INCO was concerned, when they had
spent $175,000,000 building a mine and a town,
who was going to miss, or even notice another
two to three million dollars on 'above average'
facilities.
The Brandon Sun, no doubt looking for a
Northern interest of its own, came up with a
description of the budding Thompson in glowing
tones. Under the title 'Thompson Town Planners' Dream', the Sun described Thompson as
lying in a wooded area, laced with lakes and swift
rivers. The report quoted Carl Nesbitt as saying
that Thompson was a chance to build the ideal
community. The Metropolitan Planning Commission would have agreed with Carl's statement. After all, their planning looked very pretty
on the maps and pictures in Winnipeg. What
could look better than curved bays serviced by a
couple of through streets in quiet, treed, residential areas? Only one phenomenum prevented this
ideal image from becoming a reality. The planners had never heard of permafrost. After a
number of pipes had disappeared owing to subsidence and after a few houses were threatening to
tumble down, the planners learned that permafrost was not a condition to be trifled with.
Permafrost aside, the houses were being built,
and the press was ready. On October 15, the
Northern Mail printed the following article:

"Lambair operated a scheduled flight
between The Pas and Thompson with Norseman,
Beaver and Cessna aircraft. The fare was thirty
dollars, one way. One day Sac Crandall phoned
me to set up a charter with the Beaver to meet the
Canadian Pacific Airlines DC-3 at The Pas
where I was to pick up Premier Duff Roblin,
Mines Minister Buck Whitney and Lawrence
Rockerfeller of the New York Rockerfellers and
take them all to Thompson for the first INCO
directors meeting to be held there. I met the C.P.
flight and transported my VIP passengers to
Thompson, where they were whisked away to the
new IN CO general offices. On the return trip I
picked up six hard rock miners from the Patrick
Harrison camp; they were impatient to get '-outside' to The Pas and were not at all impressed
with the 'brass' who had been occupying their
seats a few moments before."
The big news about Thompson was still to
come. The press however, began to prepare their
readers for the event as early as July. On the
fourteenth of that month, the Winnipeg Tribune
published an article under the headline, 'Women,
Children For Thompson Soon'. The article
reported that the first families would be expected
to arrive in Thompson in October and that the
first twenty-five of the two hundred houses
planned would be ready for occupancy by that
time. The foundations for those houses were not
dug until a month after the publication of the
article in the Tribune, just twelve days before
another article appeared in the Winnipeg Tribune, on August 26. This story had quite a different flavour from its predecessor. The headline
this time was 'INCO May Modify Thompson
Plans'. The newspaper reported that INCO was
looking for ways to cut down costs, a familiar
story to those of us living in Thompson through
the late seventies and the eighties. Henry S.
Wingate had visited the site the weekend before
and, not having seen Thompson since the previous summer, he was surprised at the work that
had been carried out. He commented that the
roads were too wide, the sewage pipes too large
and the plans a bit grandiose and suggested that
many of the above average facilities may be
replanned in the light of his visit. "I know we
want a town we can be proud of," said Mr.
Wingate, "but I had the feeling the boys are
going overboard."
The present residents of Thompson should be
thankful that the budget reductions proposed by
Mr. Wingate never saw the light of day. After all,

'The first two Thompson families
left The Pas yesterday to take up residence in the nickel townsite. Before
another month is out they are expected
to be joined by others, and before the
New Year at least one bank and possibly two will be opened on a temporary
basis. '
The two families alluded to were the Cran-dalls and the Hawkins. Nan Hawkins has written
the story behind the story of this event.
"By the fall of 1958, we were told, our house
would be ready, but there was no schooling. Our
older daughter was due to enter Grade eleven that
fall so we decided to put her into a boarding
school in Winnipeg even though this proved a
great expense. We were all eager to move to
Thompson because 'Daddy had been away too
long'. He came down to us at Lively, Ontario to
help us move and we all drove to The Pas where
the car had to be put on the train to Thompsop as
the road had not yet been built. When we arrived
at The Pas, we found out that we had to stay
there for a few days because the tiles on the floors
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of the houses had not arrived in Thompson. My
husband, Ralph, went on without us and we
stayed at the old Cambrian Hotel with several
other families waiting to go to Thompson. There
were about fifteen children in all, I think. The
INCO families were supposed to be the first to
move but the Foundation Company families beat
us as their floors were put in first. The children
would march around the Hotel singing, 'The tile
is in, the tile is in!'
"The spur line to Thompson had just been
completed and this proved to be quite a ride, no
dinner on the train and a potbellied stove to keep
us warm. When we arrived in town it was night
and' it was raining. We were taken to a small
trailer at the Aklavik camp until our furniture
and other belongings could be unloaded; we
remained there for about a week with what ever
groceries we had brought from The Pas.
"The morning after our arrival, Ralph was
trying to put on his long-johns and sat on the
edge of the bed, which happened to be an opened
chesterfield; the bed collapsed and threw me
against the door which opened and dumped me
outside into the mud. The next thing I knew,
Ralph was standing in the doorway, his longjohns in place, saying, 'For goodness sake get in
here, the men will think I threw you out!' Poor
me, covered in mud and full of bruises. What a
way to start life in my new home! Later that same
morning, our two children were anxious to go
outside and explore. I helped them on with their
rubbers and off they went. After a short time,
Laurie came running back shouting, 'Mother,
come quick! Graham is in the mud and I can't get
him out.' I told her to go and hang on to him until
I got there; unfortunately I forgot to ask what
direction they had gone in. Eventually I found
them, down near the railway station in a ditch.
He was really in deep. No wonder Laurie had
been so frightened.
"Finally the day came when we could move
into our new house on Juniper Drive. We had
quite a difficult job getting our belongings from
the station to the house as the roads had not
really been completed. The furniture was
brought to our house, then dumped off at our
front door where Ralph had to uncrate it himself.
This became a familiar sight in the new town as
families seemed to be moving in every day. It was
bitterly cold all the time; we had no garage and
the car had square tires. I have vivid memories of
a long wait at the station with just the cold snow
as a view while we waited for the train that would

bring our daughter, Marilyn, for Christmas and
her first sight of Thompson."

Thompson railway station, 1960.
Mary Fenske.

Thompson railway station, 1959.
Mary Fenske.

Thompson's first railway station.
Cale Burns.

Roy and Elsie McGinnis, who were the first
people to actually occupy a house in Thompson,
remember their move into what was then an
unnumbered house on Juniper Drive. In late
August, 1958, Elsie had hired a plane to take her
from her home in Thicket Portage to Thompson
to look at a house. In October, with the details
worked out and the house completed, it was time
for the McGinnises to move in. A four-wheel
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Leitch's, were unable to proceed down the street
with their belongings until the McGinnises vehicle was removed. Of such mistakes is history
created.
A person who knew her exact place in
Thompson was Kay Sinclair.
"I was the twenty-ninth female to arrive in
Thompson," she laughs, "I arrived at the beginning of November with my twenty-two month
old daughter, Janet, and a dog. We were met by
Nan and Ralph Hawkins at the station. In those
days the trains had to be met by private cars
because there were no taxis. Hal, my husband,
had been living here for ten months. I was just so
tickled to finally be here with him."
Kay's first home in Thompson was a temporary one with makeshift furniture and a Coleman
camp stove. After a few weeks they were able to
move into their permanent home which, incidently, had been the first house to have its basement excavated back on August 14. Living was
tough in those early days; there were no phones
and food was brought to town once a week. Kay
recalls that she had to learn to bake bread but, as
luck would have it, her first efforts looked like,
and had the consistency of, "curling stones".
Kay remembers arguing with another woman in
the Bay store in a house on Poplar Crescent; the
argument concerned the ownership of a roast of
beef. While Kay was in middle of putting her
point of view, she suddenly realized that, at her
new home, she had no means of cooking the cut
anyway. She told the other woman to take it.

Elsie McGinnis at Taylor River Trapping Camp, washing
clothes.
P. R. McGinnis.

Mechanic Sach with Elsie McGinnis as she waited at Thicket
Portage for a plane to take her to see her new house in
Thompson, Sept., 1958.
P. R. McGinnis.

drive vehicle was used to move their furniture
from the train to the house but, as a result of the
ever-present mud, the vehicle got stuck and
eventually had to be pulled out by 'Cat' before
the move could be completed.
This incident won a place in Thompson's
history for the McGinnises. The family scheduled
to be the first to move into their new home, the

Thompson's first teacher, Nora Stewart.
School District of Mystery Lake.
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McGinnis, Philip Mullins, Michael Rutherford
and Tanis Smith, Grade Four: Linda Warren and
Elena Leitch, Grade Five: John Crandall,
Graham Hawkins and Wesley Hermanson,
Grade Seven: Laurie Hawkins, Gary Leitch and
Sherry Smith. There is still one of these first

Nora Stewart teaching Bruce Goddard and other grade one
students.
C. A. Nesbitt.

The house on Poplar Crescent that housed Thompson's first
school.
Hazel Hopkins.

Nora Stewart and the school on Poplar Crescent.
C. A. Nesbitt.

With several houses in the brand new subdivision of Juniper now being occupied, it became
evident that school was ready to start; all that was
required was a teacher and a building. The house
at 63 Poplar Crescent was set up to be the temporary school and Miss Norah Stewart was hired as
a teacher. A notice was issued by INCO that
stated:
'Townsite school registration of school age
pupils for elementary school up to and including
Grade Eight will take place at temporary school
(lot 4, block 11) commencing at 9:00 a.m. Monday, November 24,1958. Each child should bring
a list of school books that he/she has in
Thompson. Manitoba Curriculum will be followed. Children will be home before noon.'
Nineteen children were enrolled on that first
day; they were Grade One: Bruce Goddard,
Cynthia Hermanson, Miriam Leitch and Dennis
Mullins, Grade Two: Luther Weber, Grade
Three: Sarah and Sheilagh Crandall, Sylvia

Grades one and three at the blackboard. L. to R., grade
three, Linda Warren, Tania Smith and Philip Mullins, grade
one, Dennis Mullins.
C. A. Nesbitt.

Classroom in the first school.
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fishermen, Indians, prospectors, railway workers, construction workers and adventurers could
be found riding the Hudson Bay Railway in those
distant early years. An early resident, Mrs. Joan
Johnston, recalls that the train was like "the old
'Grand Beach Moonlight Trains'. It even had an
old pot-bellied stove but there, its rustic, olde
worlde charm ended. The washrooms had no
doors and you froze when you used them."
Joan remembers'one particular trip when she
had her mother with her. "Perhaps the most
terrified passenger on the train was a young Scottish lad who had been appointed by the Hudson's
Bay Company to open a new store on the
Thompson townsite. He had been in Canada only
a few days when he was given a number of cases
of canned goods and a box of oranges and
ordered north. He found my mother to be a
reassuring travelling companion and never left
her side for the trip. The poor boy was sure, as
were many others, that the train would never
reach its destination. When we did eventually
arrive, we went to our home and he went on his
way to open up his store. The next day we visited
the house that was being used as The Bay store
and found that he had proudly displayed his
canned goods on the floor. We felt that the goods
were a little lacking in variety, the choice was
green beans or yellow beans. The oranges, however, were well appreciated. It appears that, on
his arrival, the new manager was put on the spot
when he realised that he had no money to make
change when his goods were sold; he had arrived
in town with only the change in his pocket to see
him through the trip. There were no banks open
in town yet; everyone worked either for INCO or
one of the contractors and so bought their goods
at the camp store, on credit, and then had the cost
of the purchased items deducted from their pay
cheques. The young manager soon obtained permission to use that same system here, in town,
and Thompson' first retail store was off and
running."
While on the subject of money, it was in
December of 1958 that the banks opened their
doors in the townsite. Both the Bank of Montreal
and Toronto Dominion banks had been operative in the camps, so it was not surprising that
these two banks continued their friendly rivalry
when it came to opening new branches in the
town. On December 1, both banks opened for
business, both operated out of houses. The
Toronto Dominion was situated in the house now
at 31 Poplar Crescent, while the Bank of

scholars living in town; Mike Rutherford, who
works in the Maintenance Department at Inco.
By December, another nine students had
arrived: Linda Clace, Robert Heale, Patty Reid
and John Gray joined Grade One, Marybeth
Hess, Grade Four, Alexa Hnatuk, Grade Five,
Richard Hess and Carla Hnatuk, Grade Six and
Vone Evans Grade Seven. The first school budget
was a surprisingly modest fifty-two dollars in a
chequing account with twenty-three dollars for
cash on hand. By the January of 1959, the school
population had swollen to the point where
another building was necessary and so another
house was pressed into service, with Mr. Francis
Baker being hired to teach Grades five to eight.
Norah Stewart recalls making many trips back
and forth between the two houses, in order to
trade assignments and books.

Thompson railway station from the air, October 12,1957.

It is impossible to read stories about the early
days of the city of Thompson, or to talk to the
people who lived through the city's development
without the subject of the railway cropping up.
The railroad, in those days was the people's
lifeline, their means of escape to another reality,
their one link with the outside world. Everyone
has a story about that railway. The long ride
from The Pas to Thompson was a major adventure for anyone never having been exposed to the
vast expanses of the Canadian North. Trappers,
50

problem was finding the money to get there. He
visited the Bank of Montreal in Sudbury and
spoke to the Manager, Art Rooney. A loan was
arranged and Jim was soon on his way to
Thompson and his new position with the Foundation Company of Canada. Shortly after Jim's
arrival in town, the banks opened their doors
with none other than Art Rooney in charge of the
newest Bank of Montreal. He had been elected to
make the trip to Thompson when, at a meeting of
Sudbury bankers, someone asked, "Does anyone
know where Thompson, Manitoba is?"
Replied Art, 'I do - I lent a guy some money
to get there a short while ago.' Jim and Art were
equally surprised to meet each other in their new
community.
Bank stories did not end with the opening of
the banks. The banks still had a responsibility to
customers outside the townsite. James Dickie
remembers flying in to geological camps with a
bush pilot in 1960 to take financial services and
mortgage documents to the camp residents. Not
all the excitement was in the bush. Mr. Dickie
also clearly recalls the time when he carne to the
assistance of Art Rooney who had been chased
out of his office and threatened by an irate,
inebriated customer who wanted money despite
the fact that he had no funds on deposit and
could not even write his name. The liquor store
was adjacent to the Bank of Montreal at that
time.
The families kept arriving. Nan Hawkins tells
of the winter. "That winter of 1958-9 was a
difficult, different and busy one for most of us.
Until the school opened the mothers would do
school work with the children at horne. The men
had to go back to work every night except for
Saturday and Sunday, so we women used to get
together for a good many teas and bridge parties.
Usually we would plan a special party for the
Saturday night. We would make our own decorations and food. Usually the party was held in
Rutherford's basement because they lived in a
one storey house and so had a bigger basement.
The first month or two, we had to send out to The
Pas for anything we needed, such as groceries,
then wait for the next train to arrive at any hour
of the day or night to collect our food. At the
station we would wait in our cars for hours at a
time and visiting backward and forward between
each other's cars - a big social event."
By the Christmas of 1958, there was quite a
gathering of pioneers to share the festival in the
townsite. In the camps, which still held the vast

Montreal was about three blocks away at the site
of the present 206 Juniper Drive. James A.
Dickie, former Manager of the Toronto Dominion Bank in Thompson explains that the late
Jimmy James, Manager of the T .D. Bank,
opened first, about fifteen minutes ahead of Art
Rooney, Bank of Montreal Manager. Other
Thompson residents do not remember the bank
openings proceeding in that orderly manner.
W. H. 'Duke' DeCoursey recalled, "The
old timers are still laughing about the early rivalry
between the banks, particularly what happened
on that opening day. In preparation of their
'grand openings', the vaults for both banks
arrived in town by rail, probably in the same
C.N. freight car. Thompson Supply received the
contracts from each bank to install the vaults and
the competition to see which bank would open
first was on. Each manager urged more and more
speed from the contractor while, at the same
time, insisting on top quality.
"Opening day arrived; both banks
announced that they were ready for service, but
the keys of the vaults refused to function. Then
carne the horrible realization; the Bank of
Montreal had the vault of the Toronto Dominion
Bank, and the keys in the possession of the T.D.
Bank Manager would operate only the vault
doors in the Bank of Montreal. Thompson Supply were ordered back to work and soon had the
vaults correctly situated. As to the claim that the
T.D. Bank opened first, I can't remember, which
bank it was that opened up its doors before the
other."
A mere layman in such matters cannot help
but wonder why the vaults had to be removed
from their original sites to be installed in the
other banks. Why could not the Bank Managers
have just swapped over their key rings? Whatever
had happened, the town now had money, a great
relief to all concerned. As with other businesses
opening at the time, the managers initially lived
in quarters above their places of work. There
were two advantages to this. Firstly the weather
was extremely cold and living above the 'shop'
meant that the warm air from the business kept
the living areas heated, even if there was no one
using them at the time. Secondly, with someone
present all through the night, security was maintained without having to employ an outside
agency.
Jim Kennedy, still a Thompson resident,
remembers how excited he was when he was told
that he had landed a job in Thompson. His one
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'pioneers', a Santa Claus Parade was organised.
The sleigh was made by Foundation Company
carpenters and towed, on a farm trailer, by a
tractor. Santa was played by Marcel (DJ) de
Jonckheere who, with his wife, Millicent, had
arrived in town on October 24. The spirit of
helping others was much in evidence that first
Christmas. Whether you shared what you had
with a friend, or offered your services to help
someone out, the Christmas message of co-operation and love was spread. Nan Hawkins has
recollections of that 1958 Christmas Eve.
"We had just finished supper on our first
Christmas Eve in Thompson, when a knock came
at the door. It was a neighbour with a visiting
Jesuit priest; they were looking for somebody to
play the barrel-organ that the priest had brought
with him for music at the midnight mass. Ralph
volunteered and went to the house at about 11:00
p.m. He returned many hours later having played
through four masses. One Paddy Harrison
worker, kneeling at the altar rail, noticed Ralph
and said to him, in a stage Whisper, 'My God! I
thought you were a Protestant!'" He was - but
Christmas is Christmas.
Kay Sinclair also remembers that service that
took place in the school house. She was also
surprised to see Ralph playing the organ, but
remembers more the collection. DJ de
Jonckheere, in the absence of a collection plate,
passed around his toque. Says Kay, "It was full
of holes." After four collections in one night is it
any wonder that this makeshift offertory plate
had worn out? The celebration of the holiday
season carried on, without too long a break in the
construction work, until the New Year. Kay Sinclair recollects the New Year's Eve party being
held at the home of the Rickabys on Poplar

majority of the population, that first Christmas
was also special. Jim Kennedy was twenty years
old and spending his first Christmas away from
home in the Foundation Company camp. Jim
remembers highlights from that memorable
Christmas, the Christmas Eve Mass held in the
recreation hall of the camp (now it is the Dry at
the INCO plant). He remembers the camp having
all the accoutrements of a traditional Christmas
such as the trees, decorations and food but missing, of course, the family ties that are so special at
that season. Because of the lack of families in the
camps, the men became closer to each other,
becoming, in effect, a family away from home.

Santa Claus Parade (Definitely 1959).
Fran Litster.

Thompson's first Santa Claus Parade, Dec. 1958 (or 1959 but definitely not 1960.) The part of Santa Claus was played
by 'D. J.' de Jonckheere, the route taken was along Juniper
Drive and Poplar Crescent.
Arne Sorensen.

The townsite Christmas had a few differences
too. To show the community involvement of the

Poplar Crescent, 1958.
C. A. Nesbitt.
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expanded very quickly and undertook the delivery of all types of goods including such tasks as
garbage collection as well as mail delivery, transportation of goods and personnel to and from the
railway station, and also carrying people and
supplies to the minesite.
Nineteen fifty-eight was drawing to a close.
Twenty or so permanent resident families were
becoming established, INCO had paid nearly two
million dollars to the townsite development in the
year, plus about $3,500, or 55 per cent of the
expenses of the Local Government District. The
foundations of a community had been laid. It yet
remained to be seen how well these foundations
had been prepared and if, from these simple
beginnings, the planners' dreams could be realised.

Crescent. The northern weather had a surprise in
store for everyone; it rained that night. There
were no babysitters available, so every so often a
parent would have to risk the elements to go and
check on the children. The party was a 'bring
your own booze' type, and bring their own booze
they did, by the case and shipped by train from
The Pas.
Arne Sorensen tells how it was easy to forecast who was having a party, and when it would
be, by watching the residents pick up their supplies of mail-order liquor and beer from the
railway station. Arne had an unfair advantage in
his party forecasting; he had established
Thompson Cartage Company as a division of
Thompson Supply, in order to provide much
needed furniture moving services. This company
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CHAPTER SIX
Mud, mud, glorious mud,
Nothing quite like it
For cooling the blood.
Michael Flanders and Donald Swann,
'The Hippopotamus. '

Nothing Quite Like It
I sink in deep mire, where there is no
firmament.
Psalm 69:2
Man had arrived in force in Manitoba's harsh
northlands; he had cut down the trees, stripped
the surface from the land itself and was replacing
the scrub with concrete in his efforts to tame the
wilds and plunder the riches of this hostile land.
Man, who sees himself as the all-powerful presence on this planet, was about to be taught a
lesson he would not forget. He had been exposed
to the bitter, biting cold of winter but remained
unhumbled in his attempted domination of this
environment. Nineteen fifty-nine was the year
that the very land itself rebelled and showed
presumptuous Man that, although he could take
the earth's treasures, he could not do so without a
struggle or without conceding a grudging respect
to the North.

townsite's women and children. Men were not
encouraged to go into the town for medical treatment and the women and children were not
allowed to go out to the plant site for medical, or
any other, services. One exception to this rule was
cited by Joan Johnston. There was a bad accident
at the plant and the need for an amputation
arose. An experienced scrub nurse was required
so one was recruited from the cottage hospital
nursing staff. However, the only way that she
was permitted to enter the mine site was for
Foster Todd, General Manager of Inco's Manitoba Division, to personally escort her to the
mine site hospital and then ensure that she was
escorted home after her valuable services had
been rendered.

The original hospital in the townsite. On the left is the hospital
house on Poplar Crescent, on the right is the house which
served as the nurses' residence. They were joined by a
covered walkway.
Hazel Hopkins.

Poplar Crescent with Dr. Johnson's car in the foreground.

Dr. Johnston's days were now even more
crowded than before, his working hours lasting
from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. He held office hours
in town as well as at the mine site and, once again,
impressed his patients with his unfaltering dedication by cheerfully making house-calls when the
need arose.
Mary Peever was the hospital's first nurse,
though many were called on to assist when necessary. As the population was still small, everyone

The year started off on a welcome note for the
town residents, in January. The cottage hospital
opened its doors. The houses had no numbers at
that time but the hospital occupied the houses
now numbered 28 and 58 Poplar Crescent.
Number 28 was the nurses' residence, number 58,
the hospital itself; the two houses were linked by
a covered walkway. The cottage hospital was
primarily to accommodate the needs of the
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knew everyone else's needs, so when an epidemic
of something like influenza broke out, extra help
was willingly available. Many of the women in
the town had small children or were pregnant;
those not called upon to work at the hospital were
often needed to babysit at extremely short notice.
This was another example of the co-operation so
evident in the community in its early days.
Many people can, today, claim that they were
born in the maternity ward of the cottage hospital
in Thompson. It is ironic that the first baby born
in the new township was never honoured by the
many planned festivities. The baby arrived unexpectedly and without the benefit of its parents
being married. At the time of this baby's
emergence on the scene, the cottage hospital had
not yet opened its doors. However, in an example
of true northern hospitality, Mary Peever and
Joan Hambley, a new bride, recently arrived,
took charge and ably helped Dr. Johnston to
deliver the child. The two nurses then took turns
at caring for the new mother. After the woman's
departure, the hospital doors were again locked
until the equipping of the facility was complete.
The baby remained a resident of Thompson for
some weeks, under the care of Blain and Joan
Johnston, until the Children's Aid Society found
a suitable home for him.

32 Hickory Street, Sept. 1958.

for dinner. We were then driven to our predestined home, the second house on Hickory
Street to be occupied. Owing to an unfortunate
water line break, our 'facilities' were non-existent and the house was unfurnished except for
some Crawley McCracken cots, a card table,
chairs, a stove and a fridge. The water line was
hurriedly fixed (this took a few days!) and, in the
interim, water was hauled in large, new garbage
pails by the engineering firm responsible for the
repairs. When, to my delight, hot water eventually emerged from the taps, it also, very unfortunately, emerged from the toilet. The plumbing
may have been wrong but we were ensured of a
spotless toilet once everything was hooked up
correctly.
"Few families had the luck to have their possessions arrive at the same time that they did and
it was here that neighbours proved indispensible.
Each family, on arrival, found a grocery order
from The Bay on their kitchen table (and on their
account at the end of the month) and also cots
and bedding to see them through until the delivery of their furniture. For non-INCO personnel,
who knew no one in town, this was a very diffi-

c. A. Nesbitt.

The resident administrator took up residence
in the townsite on January 18. The address of
Carl and Margaret Nesbitt, at 32 Hickory Street,
was well known by many newcomers as the
Nesbitts settled in many families. It would be
logical to assume that the Resident Administrator would have his house all prepared to his
satisfaction before he arrived. Margaret Nesbitt
tells a somewhat different story. "We arrived in
Thompson by train, in the pitch black of a January evening, and were driven to a friend's house

A young girl forlornly searches for her boots in the foyer of the
school during Thompson's 'gumbo' period.
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cult time. I can remember canvassing our street to
provide the necessities for an R.C.M.P. corporal
and his family. I'm pleased to say that, in these
circumstances, neighbours always understood
and pitched in to help.
"Getting to The Bay store the day after the
train arrived was imperative, and memories still
linger in my mind of reaching into a householdtype freezer to drag out a frosty, unlabelled cut of
rock hard meat in the hope that it was reasonably
edible.
"Spring brought its beauties in the form of
previously invisible streets and yards, but streets
and yards that dissolved in front of our eyes into
a sea of mud. The mud was everywhere; it consumed endless pairs of shoes and rubber boots.
We were just happy that our children didn't go
down with them. Mothers had to be vigilant and
ready to throw a plank or ladder out to a trapped
youngster or, in extreme cases, jump in themselves to haul the child out.
"In spite of all these hardships, there were
compensations. Memories can be evoked when
we see photographs of chipmunks, ptarmigan,
snow scenes, beautiful rainbows and fantastic
sunset skies."
By the spring of 1959, the secret was out;
permafrost and the ensuing mud would make life
a misery for the early settlers. Just as all early
residents have a favourite train story, so do they
also have their 'gumbo' stories. Grant Hambley
tells of the first 'mud' experiences, "We moved
in to 27 Poplar in November, 1958. The first
houses were designed and well built by a company based in Winnipeg but were constructed
with no regard for the permafrost conditions
prevalent in the North.
"To prepare the sites for building, all the
bush was bulldozed away and the vegetation
scraped off down to the clay. The houses on
Juniper were built on concrete slabs, the theory
being that if the ground settled, then the whole
house would shift as a unit. Sometimes the theory
worked, sometimes it didn't. The first winter was
fine but in the spring and summer the permafrost
in the exposed clay melted and the houses started
to shift and settle. Our house sank a little but our
neighbours, Edna and Jim Jaeger, had many
problems; their base slab actually split in half. I
remember sitting at the breakfast table and lining
up the Jaeger roof with the cross piece of our
window and noting how much the centre of their
house sank each day. Of course, all the heating
devices were under the slab. They couldn't stand

the strain and broke. It caused a terrible mess and
the house had to be practically rebuilt.
"Another neighbour, this time from a couple
of houses away, Andy Rickaby, used to amuse
his guests by showing them how a huge ball
bearing would roll, unaided, from one end of the
house to the other. Two more houses on Poplar,
nearer to Juniper, were badly damaged as well.
Eventually, C.M.H.C. realised that there was a
problem and brought in regulations concerning
permafrost. All building sites had to be drilled
and declared free of permafrost before a mortgage could be issued."
Back in the camps, in 1959, permafrost was
one thing that the men did not have to worry
about. There were, by this time, many camps for
the construction workers. Malcolm Construction
hired approximately eighty to one hundred men
during the year for the various contracts for
which they were responsible. The men would
come up north in order to carry out their specific
trade for about two months, then return to Winnipeg, where many of them had been based.
While in the Thompson area, the men lived in
bunk houses provided by the construction company. The camp also included, apart from the
accommodation huts, a garage and a mechanic
shop. The food at this camp was reported to be
plentiful and good. The huts were made up of
rooms with double bunks around the walls; ten
men shared one hut. One of these huts burned
down but its foundation can still be seen from the
sewage disposal plant site. The bunk houses were
heated adequately by oil burners - the same
method of heating that was used by the townsite
houses - which was probably a relief to any of
the men who were unacquainted with the rigours
of the climate.
The men got along well together under these
living conditions, so the report goes, until, in
November 1959, the beer parlour opened its
doors. After this, it was common to see men
reviewing their differences after hours, then
resorting to fisticuffs to end their disputes.
Elmer Sparks recalls that this release of
energy was probably understandable since the
men were expected to work ten to twelve hours
every day of the week, for week after week.
Elmer comments, "After two months you didn't
know what day it was, you were so tired." The
shifts were from 7:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. with
one hour off for supper and then back to work
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Wages were up to $2.35
per hour, which was about ten cents an hour
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more than many of the men would have earned
further south. Employment was steady, the construction never stopping whatever the season or
weather. There was, however, a fee for room and
board; $2.50 was deducted automatically from a
man's pay cheque for every day that he spent in
camp.
As can be expected, some camps were more
primitive than others. Cliff Doman remembers
that the Paddy Harrison camp had the luxury of
movies twice weekly. These movies were shown
with the help of an ancient reel-to-reel type of
projector. Whenever something interesting, usually involving scantily clad females, appeared on
the screen, the men would try to get closer to get a
better look. The resulting huddle around the
screen would completely block the picture from
the view of those in the audience unfortunate
enough to be at the back of the room. These men,
being deprived of their just rights, would then
inform the miscreants, in no uncertain terms,
exactly how and where they should sit.
Paul Larsen was a member of the Harrison
camp. He remembers living between the T -1 and
T -2 shafts in similar bunk houses to those being
used by Malcolm Construction. He remembers
being paid two dollars an hour and working on a
three shift a day schedule. He remembers his
fellow construction workers sometimes not even
lasting one week on the job before they left. Paul
stayed. By 1983, Paul Larsen was the only hourly
paid worker in town who had worked for the
Harrison Company then transferred to INCO,
not wanting to leave Thompson when the initial
underground excavation was completed.
The Foundation Company also had bunk
houses set up; they were situated where the INCO
parking lot now stands. A special building was
erected for the purpose of housing any gambling
that was going on in the camp. At times, as many
as two hundred men would be gathered in this
building, trying to make more money during
their supper breaks or on their days off than they
did when constructing the plant site. Rumour has
it that many men were 'eliminated' for not paying
their gambling debts. Like so many Thompson
rumours, there is no evidence to verify or reject
this story. For six and one half days a week the
hall was used for gambling but, on Sunday afternoons, a mass was celebrated there. A figure of
two hundred men has been mentioned as typical
of a gambling session, there is no record of the
number of men present at the Sunday masses.
Alcohol was forbidden in the camps but, of

course, the men managed to find ways to smuggle
beer into the camps area. In the early days beer
was scarce but once the Thompson Inn opened
and beer was readily available, it was smuggled in
regularly. Many men attempted the trek around
the gate to the mine site and the long walk to the
other side of the site where they could get the beer
in without being spotted by the security guards.
Our old friend, rumour, has it that men were
drowned in the mud and muskeg in their attempts
to bring in the forbidden drink. The only certain
truth is that many men got a thorough soaking
for their pains.
Nineteen fifty-nine saw another important
decision by INCO. Construction was to start on a
refinery which would have a yearly capacity of
seventy-five million pounds of electronickel. By
this time, an additional five hundred men were
being employed by the Foundation Company,
creating an even larger camp city. Sixteen diamond drills were in operation at the Thompson
mine and, out at Moak Lake, exploration crews
were still active. Also in 1959, equipment was
installed in the concentrator, the smelter was
completed and the refinery started. The general
office buildings were ready for use by the fall and
the administration of the Manitoba Division
affairs was transferred from Winnipeg to
Thompson. The Winnipeg office remained open
to handle purchasing and liaison with the government. Outside the plantsite, INCO started
construction of the hospital, the airstrip and the
twenty-two and a half mile road from Thompson
to Pipe open pit mine where surface drilling was
also begun in this year. This road was paid for
jointly by the company, the provincial and the
federal governments under a 'roads to resources'
agreement. It was planned that the road would
eventually connect with Highway 10 between The
Pas and Flin Flon.
INCO continued to meet its townsite commitments which included, in 1959, installation and
gravelling of roads, installation of water mains
and sewers in new subdivisions, construction of
Number 1 School, the water treatment and
sewage treatment plants and a curling rink. All
the townsite work and plant construction utilised
power from the INCO diesel generators. During
1959, INCO's financial contribution to the town
was more than four million dollars, plus fiftyfive percent of the L.G.D. expenses which
worked out to about twenty-two thousand dollars.
The United Steelworkers of America became
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Thompson went on to say that, "It is not our
intention to break a valid contract entered into by
this province.
"It would be wrong to sever any of the provisions of a legitimate contract," he said.
Mr. Orlikow pressed on with his complaint,
stating that he found it difficult to understand
how it had come about that the Resident Administrator had to be approved by INCO and receive
the majority of his salary from that company.
Mr. Thompson replied, "If at any time,
INCO seek to renegotiate the contract, we would
definitely insist that the Department of Municipal Affairs have full and absolute control over
the local government administrator and that no
other person should be able to engage him as
their servant. This is a matter of policy with us. If
there is any renegotiation, that will be one of the
provisions. "
Perhaps INCO was satisfied with the original
Agreement, perhaps they were forewarned by
this exchange in the Legislature; in any event,
they never asked for the Agreement to be
renegotiated.

active in the Thompson area in 1959 when they
began an organisational campaign amongst
INCO employees. Joe Rankin was the first
organiser to arrive at the new town. In those days
the union found out that there was no office
space or living quarters available and so they set
out to build a house and use that for their meetings. A house was constructed at 4 Copper Road
and, when it was finished in 1960, it became the
living quarters for the organisers as well as a
meeting house. Later on the St. Lawrence
Church Hall was used for membership meetings
but the 'Steel House' on Copper Road was used
as office and living space by the union until 1965 .
Houses were still being built by private contractors, for sale or rent to INCO employees and
other residents of the town. The prices of these
homes ranged from $9,860 for a two bedroom
model to $13,700 for a three or four bedroom
house. Down payments for the houses could be as
low as $520 plus the cost of the land. Lots were
being sold for $7.20 per frontage foot (making a
fifty foot lot worth $375). All proceeds from the
sales of the lots went to the Local Government
District. The majority of the homes were mortgaged through Central Mortgage and Housing
Corporation under the National Housing Act;
INCO guaranteed the loans.
Electrical power was supplied by diesel generators before the Kelsey Generating Station
started production in 1960. The schools, homes
and other buildings in the town and mine sites
were heated by oil.
While the development and habitation of
Thompson was following its predestined course,
trouble was brewing further south. In Winnipeg
questions were being asked about the Agreement
in the Manitoba Legislature. We will never know
if the topic of Thompson would have arisen if
Mr. David Orlikow (CCF - St. John's) had been
allowed to visit the INCO camp site without any
trouble when he visited the area in 1958. Mr.
Orlikow was told by the resident administrator
that he would not be allowed to tour the camp, or
even be permitted in its vicinity. A little while
later the company let him in. Mr. Orlikow asked
Hon. John Thompson, Minister of Municipal
Affairs, to explain this behaviour, or at least say
if he condoned it. Mr. Thompson, quick to join
in an attack on the previous, Liberal administration, stated that the sort -of agreement that the
Government of Douglas Campbell had signed
with IN CO would not be signed by the ruling
Progressive Conservative Government. Mr.

New Hudson's Bay store.

The new townsite Hudson's Bay store opened
its doors on February 7, 1959. This was a welcome
change from the 'Bay-in-a-House' on Poplar
Crescent. The new store was described as a handsome, big general store, of brick construction,
nicely stocked with foods, clothing and even upto-date recordings. The INCO Triangle reported
that the Thompson store was "about the same
size as Sudbury's major chain groceterias."
Prices compared favourably with those in Winnipeg. The grocery section did not last long even
though the range of food was larger than the first
choice of the original Thompson Bay store green or yellow beans. The building of the store
was not easy; the permafrost struck again. During the construction a bull-dozer slid beneath the
mud until only its exhaust was showing above the
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climate was nine months of winter followed by
three months of bad weather. Nature had tried
her best to dislodge upstart Man from this northern land but, in the end, Nature, if not tamed,
was tolerated or circumvented, giving rise to
another belief, that the northern breed of man
was a comparatively tough, resourceful individual, who was determined to live the best possible life whilst at the mercy of the elements and
having to live, constantly teetering on the brink
of disaster.
Two reports on the development of
Thompson were in the newspapers in the March
of 1959; the first was an item tagged on to a
summary of Inco's financial report for 1958. The
annual report to shareholders issued by John
Thompson and Henry Wingate described the net
earnings for 1958 as $39,665,000 (U.S.), equal to
$2.71 (U .S.) per common share. This compared,
rather un favourably , with the 1957 figures of net
earnings of $86,141,000 (U.S.) or $5.90 (U.S.) per
share. The drop in earnings was caused by a
lower demand for nickel, reduced demand and
prices for platinum, lower prices for copper and a
strike against the company which stopped all
production for the last three months of the year.
After detailing these adverse factors (surely
the reasons behind Henry Wingate's grumbling
at the cost overruns on the Thompson project in
August of 1958), the annual report then went on
to give brief details of the Manitoba development. It was stated that a workforce of up to two
thousand men were busy constructing the town
and plant sites in northern Manitoba and were
ahead of schedule. The plant was still expected to
meet the deadline of July, 1960, for the first
smelter production and was further expected to
come into regular full-scale production, at the

surface. A report from the time states that" great
ingenuity was shown in retrieving the 'Cat'."
Unfortunately, the report does not indicate what
form this "great ingenuity" took.
Nan Hawkins and Joan Johnston tell about
The Bay asking the ladies of the town to help
them with a fashion show. Nan takes up the
story, "The show was held in late April or early
May, in an empty house. There were going to
have to be two showings because the house would
not be able to hold all the people who wanted to
attend the event. The ladies went to a lot of
trouble to make everything look as nice as possible with what they had for decorations. Small
birch branches were cut down and forced to bud
by leaving them in tubs of water in basements.
The buds opened out into beautiful green leaves.
Then we made pink flowers for them from
Kleenex tissues. We also made small bouquets for
the tea tables. The ladies excelled themselves with
the fancy baking for the tea and, with the models
chosen, we were ready for the big show. The
clothes arrived. What a let-down! We all had
better clothes than the ones that were sent. Our
Bay manager was very upset and immediately got
in touch with his counterpart in Winnipeg. What
a relief for us. Winnipeg admitted that there had
been some mistake; the clothes were all sent back
and we were sent another shipment from
Montreal, and we got a commentator too! What
a difference. The girls were proud to model these
new clothes and nearly everything was sold.
When it was all over, however, we were left
wondering just who the first shipment of clothes
were intended for."
Joan Johnston adds, "Another irony of the
situation was the footwear that the girls arrived
in. Can you imagine it? Long white gloves and
rubber boots? We had no choice; the townsite
was a sea of mud by that time; it was either on
with the boots or stay at home!"
Mud stories, while being amusing, underline
one of the darker aspects of northern life in those
early years. Until Man learned how to cope with
the ever-changing earth, no building structure
could be classified as safe. As if to reinforce the
difficulties of creating a town in the midst of the
northern wastelands, the weather then combined
with the permafrost to make the year of 1959 even
more memorable. Snow fell on Dominion Day,
July 1, and, in order to keep up the evil reputation
that the weather had already received, snow fell
again on August 31. These two snow falls gave
credence to the stories that, in Thompson, the

Old hoist moved to 2,200 foot level right.
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Elmer Bercier on the

rate of seventy-five million pounds of nickel per
year in 1961.
Sinking of the 2,100 foot (640m) mine production shaft and the 1,057 foot (322m) development shaft was completed. Construction of the
surface facilities at the plant was also somewhat
ahead of schedule. The production shaft headframe (264ft or 80.5m) was ready for the installation of the permanent hoists, and the five
hundred foot (152m) stack which would disperse
waste gases and supply draught to the smelting
equipment, was finished. The annual report then
went on to describe the townsite of Thompson,
its location, facilities, climate history and development. None of this information need be
reported here as it has all been described in
greater detail and far better in the preceding
pages.
The second newspaper report about
Thompson centred around an interview with Carl
Nesbitt. Carl was pleased, and no doubt proud,
to inform the Winnipeg Free Press of the following facts. A thirty-five-room hotel was nearing
completion; it would be one of the best in the
province, more than one hundred houses had
been completed and another one hundred forty
were expected to be finished within weeks. A dial
telephone system had been installed, a new
twelve-room school had been started, a recreation centre complete with bowling alleys, theatre,
dancing facilities and other sports was planned, a
modern hospital was ready for the tender stage, a
post office building had been promised for later
in the year and a taxi and bus service was already
in operation.
Carl went on to say, "We already have seventy-eight families in town and the children are
being taught in three rooms of a house that is
being used for temporary school quarters. The
houses are going up so fast, it amazes me, and
they are exceptionally well built structures that
actually exceed N.H.A. specifications. I expect
that, by the end of the year, we will have in
operation a drug store, restaurant, garage, service station, barber shop, beauty parlour, chartered banks, a new C.N.R. station and freight
shed and apartment buildings."
As with all reports coming out of Thompson,
or anywhere else for that matter, there were
stories behind the stories. Take the case of the
telephone system, for instance. For a while there
were only three telephones in town. One was at
the house of the doctor, one was at the house of
one of the construction contractors (that tele-

phone received the messages for the men in the
camps and was much in demand), the third line
was a public telephone kiosk on Juniper Drive.
Joan Johnston recalls that it stood lonely and
unused all winter; there was no-one to call locally
and, besides, the door of the booth did not fit
properly so that it was much too cold to use. The
camps had pay telephones too. Jim Kennedy tells
how, on that first Christmas in camp in 1958,
there were long lines of men, braving the winter's
cold so that they could spend a few minutes
talking to their families and friends so far away.
Although long distance dialing was still at least
two years away, the installation of Thompson's
first telephone exchange, which was capable of
handling thirty phones at the beginning, meant
that children were no longer dressed up in winter
clothing to deliver messages to neighbours living
just up the road. By 1960 the number of telephones had increased to eighty hundred eighty,
another indicator of the accelerated pace with
which the town grew.
Carl Nesbitt's story in the Free Press correctly
detailed the progress of the Number One School,
the hospital and the recreation complex. It was
true, too, that the post office opened its downtown branch in 1959. However, Carl was a little
carried away in his enthusiasm when he referred
to a drugstore being in operation by the end of
1959. Thompson's first pharmacy opened its
doors eighteen months after his interview with
the press. One remarkable fact to emerge from
this interview was the existence, at such an early
stage in the town's history, of a taxi and bus
service. Both these services owed their being to a
family from southern Manitoba, the Thiessens.
John and Luella (Lou) Thiessen arrived in
Thompson from Dauphin; their intention was to
open Thompson's first garage and G.M. dealership. Lou's arrival in town was almost her last
look at the community that was to become her
new home. She arrived on Friday, November 13,
Carl Nesbitt was there to greet her. Husband,
John, was nowhere to be seen. Carl asked if she
was being met. Lou did not know who this
strange man was and tried to get into John's cab,
but the door was locked. Carl again asked her if
she was being met. When, for the third time Carl
asked the same question, Lou was getting ready
to give him an earful of home truths when John
got off the train and soon put matters right.
John, who had been waiting for Lou to arrive,
had got on the train as she got off, and so had
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missed her on the platform and been searching
the train for her.
Lou's job was as despatcher for the
Thompson Cabs and Thompson Bus Lines, both
of which had been started after the successful
beginning of the garage business. Lou's job also
entailed feeding and being the surrogate mother
to thirteen drivers as well as being responsible for
all the bookkeeping of the businesses. Of course,
Lou did not know the layout of the town when
she arrived but the five cars and the one bus had
to be despatched, and despatch them she did, to
the camps of Patricia Transport, Dominion
Bridge, Paddy Harrison, Quinn Construction
and the Foundation Company. The names meant
nothing to her then but she soon learned their
positions relative to one another and kept on
despatching, seven days a week. Every Sunday
Lou would put a table cloth on the table; for
many of the drivers this was the only means they
had of remembering what day it was, so long
were their hours and so similar were their days.
In those early days the fare to anywhere in
town was fifty cents; if two people shared a cab
they shared the fare, two bits each, and still there
were complaints. Although new to the transport
business, Lou soon learned the tricks and capers
that the drivers were capable of pulling (at least
she thought that she had learned all the tricks
until, over twenty years later, she found out
about some stunts that she had never thought of).
When John Thiessen died, Lou decided to
hang on to the businesses until their son, Ken,
became of age. The General Motors dealership
proved too difficult to operate but Ken, at the age
of twenty-one took over the management of
Thiessen Motors while Lou spent her days managing the operation of the bus and taxi companies.
Thompson's first outside work organisation
was founded in 1959, in late May. A number of
war veterans met in the INCO surface change
house. The purpose of this meeting, which
included men like Roy Buzza, Fred Dubery, Dave
Henderson and Jack Rosa, was to explore the
possibility of forming a branch of the Canadian
Legion in Thompson. In order to raise funds,
bingo cards were sold from door to door and the
numbers called on Friday nights during the Baynight in the newly opened Bay store. This
arrangement was satisfactory for everyone concerned. The Bay got free publicity and an almost
captive shopping crowd, the prospective
Legionaires raised needed funds and the

The first Legion executive, 1959.
Fred Dubery.

Thompson population were treated to a night
out.
Legion meetings were held about once a week
at several locations, usually private houses, and it
soon became evident that a branch of the Legion
could, indeed, be formed in the new town.
Application was made for a charter and this was
presented on November 16, 1959. A slate of
officers was sworn in with Fred Dubery being the
first President. The inaugural membership of the
Thompson Branch (No. 244), Royal Canadian
Legion, was thirty-six men; all were present at
the Charter ceremony. Twice-monthly meetings
were held in the municipal office and the members set about raising more money through Bingo
in the construction camp kitchen once a week, the
Baynight Bingo and turkey shoots in the gravel
pit. The money raised by these events would
eventually be used to build a Legion Hall.
The permafrost lesson had been learned. The
excavations for the foundations for The Hudson's Bay store had had to extend some twenty
feet below street level before a solid base was
reached. The holes, after the footings were
poured, were backfilled with gravel. The Strand
theatre and bowling alley building required the
same type of preparatory work. Not all such
recreational activities needed this much preparation. In June, a flotilla of small boats braved the
waters of the Burntwood River. The INCO Triangle tells the story,
"There are many firsts in
Thompson, Manitoba, these days as
the new town neighbouring Inco's
great nickel project gets into stride, and
one of the most enjoyable was the
expedition of a group of power boat
owners up the Burntwood and Man62

as an rivers. Purpose of the trip was to
acquaint boaters with any hazards that
exist and to demonstrate safety measures in boating. The seven boats of the
armada were: Boat 1, Roland Banville
and son Raymond; Boat 2, Jim and
Edna Jaegar and her parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Kenneth Duncan; Boat 3,
R.C.M.P. constables Joseph Dittrick
and Elmer Cutts; Boat 4, Linda, Bill,
Janet and Brian Clace; Boat 5, Bob
Whelan, Marcel De Jonckheere, Fred
Mullins; Boat 6, Jimmy Hill, Polly and
Charlie Drohomereski; Boat 7, Admiral George Firth, Frances, Alan, Tanis
and Sherry Smith.
Starting on the Burntwood River,
right in Thompson's 'front yard', the
happy voyageurs travelled up this scenic river, past the twenty-five foot
Manasan Falls and then on up the
Manasan River. They found excellent
fishing where they called a halt, eight
miles from home. Three of the boats
proceeded to the big Ospwagan Lake
and also reported fine fishing of both
pike and pickerel, as did one party
which went on through to huge, rambling Paint Lake.
The party was well organised,
being provided with maps of the waterways on which points of interest, shallows, swirls and currents were clearly
charted. The armada passed Walter
Johnson's homestead and beaver ranch
and, farther on, the site of a winter
diamond drill camp. They browsed
around an old prospector's cabin when
they made a short portage around the
rapids on Manasan River."
Not all recreational activities relied on water
in its liquid form. Curling was the first organised
sport in the new community. The curling club
was an old Butler building constructed near Oak
Street. It featured two sheets of ice but little or no
heating system for the 'lobby' area other than an
oil burning stove. Connie Thompson (no relation
to the townsite) recalls dragging her carriage
together with her new baby, down to the rink,
parking baby Sheila by the stove and letting her
sleep while Mum curled her game. The journey
home, in the early dusk, usually required a team
of volunteers to pull the baby carriage through
the snow. The building housing the rinks left

much to be desired; the roof leaked and melting
snow dripped through the gaps onto the ice where
it re-froze in little mounds. All curlers wore
parkas and curled in mukluks because of the
cold. The men curled every night while the
women had two earlier draws, one was in the
early part of the afternoon, to accommodate the
housewives, and the second began at 4:30 p.m. so
that nurses and teachers could have a chance to
show their prowess. The first banquet of the
curling club was held in the spring of 1960.
Light standards had not been erected; streets
were unpaved; the forest surrounded the rink to
the edge of Thompson Drive and the rink itself
had no heat and was perishingly cold.
Bill Taylor reminisces,
"I always recall going to the rink in the winter
as a trip through dark unlit forest. It was in 1964
that 1 learned all the curling skills 1 would ever
learn. Our rink, skipped by Norm Propp, curled
one hundred and two ends. I remember we got
our names in the Guiness Book of Records; but
after twenty-four hours of curling, 1 don't
remember how we got home."
And still the families arrived in town, some
intentionally, some accidentally. Paul Zurrin
remembers 1959 very well indeed. He got married
that year, then moved to Thompson. He was not
impressed with the town at all, so he decided to
call his new bride and tell her not to make the
trip. Poor Paul, his wife arrived in town before it
was his turn to use the telephone! That's the way
he tells the story, anyway. Paul hastens to add
that he and his wife were shown such kindness by
their new neighbours that they were both glad
that she had taken the plunge and arrived ahead
of schedule.
Bob and Mary Kerr were a pair of intentional
arrivees; Bob came to town just before Christmas, 1958, but the story of the arrival of the rest
of his family is best told by Mary,
"Finally 1 got a phone call from Bob to say
that 1 could come up right after St. Valentine's
Day, provided I came on a Monday, Wednesday
or Friday. 1 picked the Wednesday and got into
Winnipeg to leave on the train for The Pas and
Thompson. The train was packed; all I was able
to get was a lower berth and 1 had hoped to get a
roomette or a drawing room. We stopped at
Dauphin, then at Hudson Bay Junction, where
part of the train left us and went on to a place
called Lynn Lake. There were very few women or
children on the train, and not many places to sit
down, other than the berth. 1 had travelled by
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train many times but couldn't believe the noise
and the comings and goings on this one. The
noise and bustle lasted all night long. I couldn't
understand why the porter didn't quieten them
down, I also wondered what we were getting
ourselves into. The porter said that the men were
going to the 'Trappers' Festival'. This did not
help me at all as I had never heard of such an
event.
"The next morning, after breakfast and a
walk round the station at The Pas, we got back
on the train, and there, alone in the car was a
young woman and her son. Everyone else had got

Thompson railway station, 1959.

off at The Pas. The young woman, Mae Penney,
was going to Thompson to live with her husband
who was with the Hudson's Bay store. We spent a
pleasant day together then, at about 5:00 p.m.,
we decided to go and have supper. We had just
passed the Sipiwesk turn off and Thompson was
just thirty miles away; then we found that the
dining car was closed and would not reopen until
the train left Thompson. We thought that we
must be quite near and so we dressed the children
up in their winter clothes and waited, and waited,
and waited. It was almost an hour and a half
before we reached Thompson, the children had
got too warm and kept asking when we were
going to get there. We were getting tired of
repeating, 'It's just round the next bend.'
"When we did arrive at the station, we
arrived backwards. I had never heard of a train
doing that; I was very surprised. There were quite
a few people at the station to greet us. I later
found out that train greeting was the favourite
pastime of the Thompsonites; married couples
came to see who was arriving and the single men
met the train in order to collect their liquor
supplies from The Pas.
"We were met by Bob, Ralph Hawkins and
Bert King, then taken to our house. The Hawkins
had invited us over for supper for that evening. I
think that Nan and Ralph were the most hospitable and friendly couple in Thompson and certainly did a great deal to help the newcomers to
town. We had a bungalow that was known by its
block and lot number (as were all the houses at
that time). We were Lot 7, I can't remember the
block but eventually we became 39 Hickory
Street. Tom and Moira Norquay lived two doors
down from us and the Nesbitts lived across the
street. There weren't many phones in town and
we were envious of the Nesbitts who, of course,
had one.

Thompson railway station, 1959.
Mary Fenske.

At the station, 1960.
Mary Fenske.
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The Great Rubber Boot Search.
Mary Fenske.

and the Holmbergs. Living in the north was not
what many people expected, although we were
very fortunate to have good homes and, eventually, telephones, as well as most of the things
one would expect in a community. The isolation
and not being able to drive out of town on a
holiday really was very depressing for a lot of
people with young families and so there were
many such families that came up to Thompson
and stayed for only a short time before moving
on.
"It was quite an experience to watch a community grow before your eyes: the first school,
The Bay store, the Plaza, the first hotel, apartment buildings and the paved roads. The way the
town developed was summed up by some of our
visitors who came to town and said, with a great
deal of astonishment, 'What a lovely community!' Their surprise and delight made me feel
proud to be a part of such a 'lovely community'. "
The performing arts were not forgotten in
1959. This year saw the formation of
Thompson's first dance band. The band, called
the 'Thompson Nickelites' was formed by Paul
Nyborer, an accountant with INCO and also an
accomplished trumpet player. The band members included: on trumpets, Paul Nyborer, Grant
Hambley, Maurice Chaychuck, Bill Hayes; the
saxophone section, Bob Freed, Joe Steele, and

Tents at the campsite.
John Ramey.

"At the camps the men lived in woodensided, canvas topped structures called tents for
convenience and also long bunk houses. When he
arrived, Bob had quite a time. It was the night of
the Mid-West Christmas party and the men took
him to the bunk house to dump his gear and then
accompanied him to the party. Bob thought that
he was dining at the Ritz; they had fresh shrimp,
lobster and cold meats, quite the meal. Needless
to say, they also had a few drinks and, when Bob
went to find his bunk, he couldn't tell which one
was his. He finally found one but found out, in
the morning, that he was in the wrong bunk
house.
"In our back yard there were large mounds of
what I thought was snow, I found out, in spring,
that the mounds were mud from the neighbours'
basement excavations. The children thought that
this was wonderful and played in the deep mud
all the time. There were many rubber boots lost
but no children.
"More families arrived in town each week,
our neighbours being the Alguires, the Moody's
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Marcella Waschuk; drums, Danny Larsen;
piano, Frances Smith; bass, Pat Boucher and
guitar, Willie Baker.
There were not many places in the new town
that would take a dance, so any large area was
pressed into use. Grant Hambley remembers one
of the first 'gigs' was at a dance held in the new
lumber yard warehouse built by Monarch
Lumber, later to become the Revelstoke Lumber
yard and now Home Hardware. The band played
from a platform at one end of the warehouse; this
platform was about ten feet above floor level and
was reached by a ladder. This was not too handy
for the ladies in the band, but they managed. The
band played standard big band orchestrations
and, in their own opinion, 'didn't sound half
bad.' At the start, the band did not have a very
large repertoire so they played their selections
four or five times each. Nobody seemed to mind.
In the next year or so, this intrepid band played in
the school and in the new fire hall. Muses Grant,
"It was a lot of fun while it lasted."
Another of the charms of early life in
Thompson, aside from listening or dancing to the
'Nickelites', was the fact that there were few
traffic problems. The reasons were obvious; very
few private cars and even fewer places to go in
them. However, when the number of private cars
in town had reached three, the first traffic accident occurred. Elmer Sparks reports that he saw
a policeman writing up a court summons for one
gentleman who had inadvertently backed his car
into one of the other two and removed its door. It
should be stated, in defence of the guilty party,
that there was no attempt to 'hit and run'.
Unfortunately, the date of the first traffic
accident could not be verified and so it is not
possible to state whether it occurred before or
after the month of November, 1959. It was in that
month that the Thompson Inn opened its beer
vendor outlet, but, perhaps, it is better to tell the
story of the beginnings of the Thompson Inn in
the correct sequence.
Otto Bindle, the manager of the Thompson
Inn in 1959, recalls the early days of the hotel
when the town was in its infancy,
"We had thirty-nine rooms at that time,"
says Otto, "and if we'd had a hundred or two we
could have rented them all. There never was
enough room at the Inn. All sorts of people
would arrive out of nowhere and without reservations and would end up sleeping on the floor in
someone else's room. The place was literally
booked to the roof."

The Thompson Inn, 1959.

Otto Bindle at Paint Lake, 1962.
Sheilagh Bailey.

The Thompson Inn was started in the February of 1959 by Fred Thompson and his son Bob.
It was the summer of that year before rooms were
available for rent, but the rooms were soon filled
with visitors to the growing town. While the Inn
was under construction, beer had to shipped in
from The Pas and some of the boys worked up
quite a thirst between trains. The beer vendor
opened in the November and proved to be a
record day for Thompson. Otto recalls that the
first customer bought twelve cases of beer
(twenty-four bottles per case), the maximum
allowed for a single person to buy at one time.
The rest of Thompson's population were not to
be denied and rapidly followed the first eager
customer to the vendor. At that time, of course,
the population of Thompson was mostly single
men, some three thousand of them working on
the plant site construction or town site development. Otto remembers, "The first day of operation we sold a whole carload of beer; that's about
four to five thousand dozen bottles. Thompson
sure had a big thirst."
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went straight ahead and helped." Some local
pundits claimed that the fire fighting volunteers
who saved the Thompson Inn did not care at all
about the building, they were only trying to preserve their beer supply.
In December, 1959, the three hundred-seat
beer parlour, the largest in Manitoba at that time,
caught the eye of some of the local residents, who
thought that it would be an ideal place to hold a
New Year's Eve dance. "It was the only room in
town big enough for the festivities," admits
Otto, "We had to close the parlour sales at 6:30
p.m., but, otherwise, it worked out pretty well."
The only problem was that the Inn had to be open
for business on 1st January as a licensed premises.
The license had to be cancelled as of 7:00 p.m. on
December 31, and reinstated for January 1. This
formality was arranged and Thompson's first
New Year's Eve dance had the green light.
Cliff Alguire recruited a local band (the
Thompson Nickelites?) and, at 7:00 p.m., five or
six ofthe ladies arrived at the parlour to begin the
decoration of the room. Otto recollects that all
except one of the town's couples were present at
the party, and the only reason that there was one
couple missing was that they had an illness in the
family.
Since the hotel had to be opened up again for
the public the next day, Cliff Alguire and Carl
Nesbitt assured Otto that everyone would reappear on January 1, to help clear up. In actual fact,
Messrs. Alguire and Nesbitt appeared for the
chores until, at about 3:00 p.m., some uninvited
guests appeared who expressed their intention of
taking over the pub. There was a bit of a commotion with glasses being thrown around for a while
but the one lasting effect was that three men were
barred for life from the famous pub.
The Thompson Inn has had some memorable
moments in the history of Thompson. Prime
Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau spent some time
in the INCO suite of the hotel when he visited the
town. The inn had to accommodate, apart from
the prime minister, a large number of security
personnel. However, protocol was never one of
this particular prime minister's strong points and
he casually made his way out of the hotel via the
kitchen and garbage areas and was eventually
found by his embarrassed body guards strolling,
unprotected, down the road.
The furnishing of the Thompson Inn did not
proceed as planned. When Otto arrived to take
over the hotel, it was not finished, although some
of the rooms were. At a later date, the Royal

A short time after the successful opening of
the beer vendor, the Thompson Inn beverage
room opened with a seating capacity of three
hundred. This was another banner day in the
town. "On weekends," Otto recalls, "the lineup
for seats stretched right out into the lobby. Local
wits used to say that this was the only business in
Canada where the door had to be locked to keep
the customers out. Security guards were stationed on each door. When one of our patrons
left, one from the waiting lineup was allowed in
to take his place. Local drinkers consumed fifteen to twenty barrels of draught beer each day as
well as thousands of bottles. The construction
work was hard and the men liked to relax in the
evenings at the Thompson Inn, which had rapidly
become the social centre of the community."
As was mentioned previously, the INCO
camp was 'dry', so any beer bought by workers
had to be drunk in the Inn itself. Not so. As has
also been stated previously, there were two roads
into the camp; one was the regular gravel strip
used by townsite residents going to work and for
the hauling of materials to and from the plant;
the other, unofficial road to the mine site, was a
well-worn path over the hill and through the
swamp, used only by the camp residents to haul
their forbidden beer to the dry campsite.
Otto recollects- that the INCO families, coming from the east, often arrived in Thompson a
few days, or even weeks, before their houses were
ready. "Communications were not very good in
those days and, with only one train a week, you
couldn't really plan a schedule. Many a family
arrived, then had to bunk in with their neighbours, all the kids sleeping on the floor, while the
new family waited for the construction crews to
finish their house. It's sad but true, that the hotel
was so overcrowded that we couldn't always
respond to the needs of the newcomers."
In those early days the feeling of isolation
was, for some people, balanced by the excitement
of belonging to a new venture. There was other
excitement, too. Otto Bindle again, "It happened
in 1960, a hot summer day. The hotel was suddenly surrounded by a flash bushfire. I climbed
on the roof with a water hose, hoping to be able
to protect the building. All of a sudden, out of
the bush came the large bulldozers from the
Quinn camp. They soon cut fire breaks that
protected the building. I hadn't asked for help; it
was freely offered. That's what it was like here in
those days, you didn't have to wait around for
someone to tell you that help was needed, you
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Bank, which had been occupying the building
adjacent to the Inn, moved out. Otto bought one
of their two safes, the smaller of the two. The
safe may have been small, but it was still heavy
enough to bend the crane that was being used to
move it and then, to add insult to injury, it was
still heavy enough to go right through the floor in
its new location.
Rumours still circulate to this day that, in
those early years, men paid to sit on cases of beer
because the pub was too full to have any vacant
chairs. Otto denies this story. He states that the
beer cases that were being used as stools had been
bought to be taken back to the camps, and their
owners, afraid that these valuable purchases
might be stolen, sat on them until closing time.
Ike Klassen relates that men often attempted to
smuggle beer into camp by pushing the bottles
down their belts. Ike goes on to say that the
quantity able to be successfully smuggled in this
manner was frequently overestimated and he
regularly saw armies of frozen bottles littering
the road to the camps.
The latest additions to the Thompson Inn
facilities were the dining room and the cocktail
lounge. The beer parlour was for men only and so
the new lounge was a welcome addition for the
married townsite residents. Gordon Beard, the
manager of the dining room and coffee shop,
organised a competition to find a name for the
dining room. Dave Cameron won the prize, one
hundred dollars in silver dollars, for his entry,
'The Cedar Room'.
Summer 1959, saw the start of the construction of Thompson's thirty-bed hospital.

Blain Johnston and Joan Hambley in the hospital office.
C. A. Nesbitt.

The hospital was designed so that it could
easily be expanded to a sixty-four bed unit. Until
the hospital was completed, Dr. Blain Johnston,
(Dr. Luke Rustige and Dr. Harold Standing
arrived in 1960), along with a staff of three female
and four male nurses, provided medical services
at the mine site and the cottage hospital, as
before.
Several churches were active in Thompson at
this early date. In early 1959, four missionaries
from Continental Interior Missions visited
Thompson with a view to start work in the area.
A house was built for the Mission and, by
October, the house, at 15 Elm St., was ready for
occupancy. Tom Correll, who had until then
been a missionary in the area north of Churchill
was the first pastor and, with his wife and four
children, moved into the house on Elm St. Services were originally held at that address until
time became available at Number 1 School for
Sunday evening services. The Sunday school was
well attended and was held in the curling rink
until November, 1961, when the basement of the
original Thompson Bible Chapel was completed.
Until the establishment of the townsite, worship services for United Church members were
held at the camps and conducted by laymen.
After the founding of the townsite, joint services
were held with the Anglican congregation in a
house on Hickory St. In 1959 representatives of
the Home Mission Board came to Thompson to
meet with those people interested in forming a
new church. As a result of these meetings, a
manse was built and the first minister, Lawrence
Fetter and his wife Judy, arrived in August.
Services were held in the new school building. A

Building the new hospital, June, 1960.
Fran Litster.
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charter night, for the purpose of forming a congregation was held on December 6, and a branch
of the Women's Federation, later to undertake a
name change to the United Church Women was
formed in the fall of 1959.
The first recorded Christmas Mass of the
Roman Catholic Church in Thompson has
already been described. Later Sunday masses
were celebrated, for the most part, once more in
the new school building. The first baptisms took
place in 1959. Among the first was the baptism of
Edmund Joseph Nicholson, son of Ed and Joan
Nicholson, on August 9. It was another year
before the Roman Catholic congregation was to
have its own resident parish priest. Until then
priests were sent to Thompson from Wabowden,
The Pas, Thicket Portage or Pikwitonei.
The Number 1 School was used extensively for
church services. As can be seen from the above
paragraphs, three churches used the same facility
each Sunday. It is to be hoped that the Almighty
has a sense of humour.
With the opening, or beginnings, of facilities
for relaxation, recreation, medical and spiritual
needs, came also the first permanent educational
institution, Number 1 School, now known as
Juniper School. More and more children piled
into the new town every week. From the two
houses and two teachers of January 1959 the
school population exploded. A third house was
added in March with Elsie Alguire joining the
staff to take charge of Grades Three and Four.
Elsie had not intended to resume her teaching
career at this time but she was pressed into service
anyway.
Cliff Alguire came north in 1957, his appointment as an expediter for INCO at Thicket Portage beginning that January. It took a few more
months before a house became available for
Cliff's family but, in July, Elsie and their four
children were able to join him in their log house
at the top of a hill. The school at Thicket was a
three-roomed building which housed about
ninety students. The school was also understaffed and Elsie was immediately hired to teach
Grades Five to Nine. The year that Elsie spent
teaching at Thicket Portage was useful experience for her teaching career in Thompson. Supplies in Thicket were few in number and delivery
of fresh educational materials seemed to take for
ever. Elsie found the same conditions in
Thompson, plus one additional problem. The
children, who showed up at the Thompson
school houses had come from many different

areas of the United States and Canada and so had
been following widely differing curricula, correlating their studies at their new school was quite
a tough job. Lack of supplies meant that,
although sufficient textbooks were usually available, there were no library or reference books;
this resulted in the students being taught little
more than the basics.
Mud was once more a problem, this time in
the schools. Children and mud are mutually
attractive. The teachers had a constant battle on
their hands to keep the two separate; children
inside and mud outside. Cardboard mats were
placed at every doorway and, in wet or cold
weather, the recesses were held in the basements.
School enrollment continued to surge, when the
number of students reached sixty-four (in May,
1959) a fourth house was added to the previous
three. Harry Penner was in command of this, the
latest addition. It must have been with a sense of
relief that the four beleaguered teachers watched
the construction of the Number 1 School.

Elmer Sparks at the construction of Number 1 school.
Elmer Sparks.

Construction of Number 1 school.
Fran Litster.
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Malcolm Construction was responsible for
the building of the first school as well as for the
construction of the MTS building, the R.C.M.P.
building, the hospital and the station. One of the
subcontractors was Hudson Bay Plumbing who
employed Elmer Sparks. Elmer remembers the
foreman on the school project was Eddie Strand.
He had under him a full gang of German bricklayers, except for one Welshman whose job was
to layout the course of the bricks. A command
would be given for the men to start work, "Muss
schnell!" then the word 'mud' and up would
come the mortar. On September 10, the big day
arrived, the school was to be officially opened.
The INCO Triangle was there, of course, and
printed this account of the event,

Miss Simon's Grade VI class, 1962.

"Historic event in the brand new
community of Thompson, at Inco's
great nickel project in northern Manitoba, was the formal opening on September 10 of its first permanent school.
The key to the school was presented by Inco's Chairman, Dr. John
F. Thompson, to Carl A. Nesbitt,
chairman of the school board and resident administrator of the local government district. Hon. C. H. Witney,
Manitoba's minister of mines, then
officiated in the ribbon-cutting ceremony.
First of the three elementary
schools and one high school which will
be built by INCO for Thompson within
the next two years, the new school is a
modern brick-faced building containing twelve classrooms and an
auditorium, as well as office space for
the principal and staff. Already the
town's school population totals about
one hundred fifty children between the
ages of six and sixteen, in addition to
those of high school age for whom
temporary accommodations will be
provided in the new elementary school.
There was a proud and happy
crowd on hand for this highly significant occasion in the community's life.
Even the throng of youngsters caught
the spirit of the event and vied to be the
first through the school doors, with an
eagerness that may not always be so
apparent in the years to come."

The opening of Number 1 school.

The article goes on to give an account of Dr.
Thompson's speech as he handed over the key,

Pioneers at the opening of Number 1 school. Carl Nesbitt and
Dr. John Thompson.
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then ends with a brief synopsis of the Thompson
mine project and the place of the Northern Manitoba site in INCO's future plans.
So runs the official story of the opening of the
first school but, as with the 'Last Spike' ceremonies, there is an unofficial report of the school
opening as well. Planner David Henderson
reports,
"While the first two hundred houses, hospital
and the first shops were completed on schedule, it
was a close call with Number 1 School. Work on
the building was still underway the day before the
scheduled opening. The night before the official
event, administrator Carl Nesbitt, his wife, his
assistant, my wife and I spent five hours scrubbing the floors and arranging the furniture so
that the place looked a little like a school. Next
morning, because the glass in the front doors,
which were to be 'officially' unlocked later in the
day, had been inadvertently smashed by the last
workman to leave the building who was carrying
two large planks of wood at the time. We had to

The opening of Number 1 school, Sept. 1959.
School District of Mystery Lake.

scurry round the mine workings to 'borrow'
some windows. Then we had to find another
pane; the first replacement was broken during
installation.

Number 1 school.
Murray McKenzie.
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"Then there was the error in timing. We had
Dr. Thompson and other assembled dignitaries
at the muddy school site while the Minister of
Mines, thinking that the whole affair was to take
place an hour later, was buzzing around the skies
in a chartered plane in order to get a bird's eye
view of the townsite. Finally we got a message
through to the plane and it landed.
"Then Carl Nesbitt found that he had mislaid
the front door key for the school, the key which
Dr. Thompson was to hand to the Minister, the
key that the Minister was going to use to open the
school. Whispered words were exchanged; grinning, the Minister, C. H. Witney, took a small
pen knife from his pocket and used it to go
through the motions of unlocking the doors. The
key was a mere symbol, the doors were not
locked. As the doors opened to reveal the freshly
polished halls, a horde of screaming kids and
yelping dogs dashed in from the waiting crowd,
muddying the floors before any of the dignitaries
could venture a look. I groaned out loud in
dismay. Dr. Thompson turned to me and said,
'What's the matter? A school's for kids, isn't
it?' "
The first principal of the new school was
Archie Thom, a graduate of McMaster University. His staff consisted of seven teachers: Mrs. F.
Richtick, Miss N. Stewart, Mrs. F. Smith, Mrs.
H. Wade, Miss K. Thompson and Miss E.
Inkster. Mrs. I. Hutchinson joined a short while
later as the number of students increased.
Although the school was finished and opened
on time and in style, it had not finished making
the headlines in 1959. The terrible twosome, permafrost and muskeg, struck again. After the
school had been occupied for a few months, the
,heat from the building began to penetrate
through to the permafrost, causing it to melt. The
school began to sink. One side of the school sank
by as much as eighteen inches (45 cm). Every day
wedges were driven under the one side to keep it
level and props were put in to support the roof.
Perhaps it was the permafrost, or perhaps it was
the effect the multi-denominational services on
Sundays tickling the Almighty's funny bone.
Thompson may have had no roads leading to
it and many early residents felt cut off and isolated. The Hambleys and the Harveys were not
among those so affected. The Hambleys and the
Harveys owned the first and second private
planes in the area. Jim Harvey's Piper Cub flew
the twelve hundred fifty miles from Sudbury to
Thompson in hops of about one hundred fifty

Jim Harvey in the first private plane in Thompson.

INCO.

miles each. The plane landed for refuelling at
Chapleau, Oba Lake, Nakina, Armstrong, Sioux
Lookout, Lac du Bonnet, Berens River and Norway House. Jim, who had never before flown
outside the Sudbury area, said that he found the
flight, "A little lonely at times."
Jim used the plane to fly to and from Sudbury
for a number of years; he also used it to take his
family on camping trips. This would mean several flights to the campsite as the plane was small
and Jim's family consisted of a wife and four
daughters. The plane was used as well for trips to
the dentist at The Pas. The cost of gasoline was
around fifty cents per gallon and the plane could
average seventeen miles to the gallon with an air
speed of seventy miles an hour. Jim fondly
remembers the good fishing at Kelsey; there was a
suitable landing strip there and Jim and his
friends made pleasurable use of both these facilities.
Since the beginnings, Thompson has always
been a musical place. The first piano teacher was
Marcella Waschuk who had from ten to twelve
students as early as 1959. Another name that is
remembered in connection with early Thompson
music instruction is that of Arne Schellenberg
who shared his love of music with many young
novices in those formative years. Rumour has it
that Arne often requested lesson times close to
meal times in the hope that he would be invited to
stay for supper. Arne was a young bachelor and
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munity in what had been, only months earlier, a
barren wilderness.
Grant Wright's report of the tour ends with
these words:
"What gave the most lasting impression of Thompson was the men who are
moving in every direction, all of them
with somewhere to go. This is a busy
place and the men who work here are
busy. Building a huge industry and a
modern town in the wilderness is a
giant's task and we can only take our
hats off in awe to the men who are
building Thompson, Manitoba."

greatly appreciated variations from his own
cooking.
The school opening in September was not the
only media event in that month. The day after the
school was opened, 11th September, a group of
newspaper editors and INCO officials were
flown from The Pas to visit the new complex and
townsite. Grant Wright of the Northern Mail was
one of the members of the press covering the
story. His impressions of the project were wonderment and awe. The tour took three days to
complete; this ensured that the visitors saw
everything that was worth seeing and were able to
cover every aspect of the construction of a com-
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CHAPTER SEVEN
Consolidation and Success.
'Smelt the heaviest ore of the body into purity. '
D. H. Lawrence,
'Lady Chatterley's Lover. '
The Fifties had gone. Perhaps they can best
be described as the last of the historical Ages of
Innocence. At the present time the Fifties are
viewed with a degree of nostalgia that would have
been unbelievable thirty years ago. Those of us
who can look back on those years see the period
between 1950 and 1959 as the last epoch when all
the dreams of the people who had suffered
through two World Wars appeared to be coming
true.
The Fifties ended. The Sixties began. Man
made great strides in the Sixties. Man left his
home planet and walked on the moon in the
Sixties. Man woke up to the fact that the world
was undergoing radical changes in the Sixties and
then decided to take action on those changes. The
Sixties marked the start of a fresh crop of ideas
and ideals and a new thrust to the technological
revolution that had begun, reluctantly, in the
naive Fifties. The Sixties became the years of
protest against ingrained beliefs and traditional
values. The Sixties were also the years of contradictions, Vietnam, the Peace movement and
campus violence, sputniks and Sharpeville, the
'New Morality' and technological change, the
maxi-skirt and the mini-skirt, emptying pews
and crowded theatres showing 'The Ten Commandments'. It seemed that the human race
could not make up its mind what it wanted. How
did all this uncertainty affect the INCO Manitoba project? Not one bit.
Thompson remained oblivious to the wild
mood swings of society; it was too isolated, too
wrapped up in itself, too busy. Thompson was
being built from nothing; a nickel refining complex was being constructed in barren, inhospitable surroundings. Never mind about the changes
in the outside world. Read all about them later in
the outdated newspapers; hear them on radio (if
you can manage to tune in to a station three or
four hundred miles away), or wait until it's your
turn to 'get out' so that you can visit friends or

relations on the 'outside' and watch T.V. until
your eyes pop out, but don't stop what you are
doing here and now, work, build, survive. Save
your living for later. And they did. The Sixties
came to Thompson later than they arrived anywhere else, a quirk oftime, a quirk of history, but
a necessity, nonetheless.
Nineteen-sixty was the year that Manitoba
Hydro had agreed to supply electricity to the
Thompson plantsite, it was also the year that the
plant was to produce nickel. However, this plan
was modified when it was decided to build a
refinery at Thompson. Full production was then
rescheduled for the following year. Nineteensixty was also the year that the townsite community utilised to consolidate their grip on their
muddy, cold, bug-infested, swampy home, the
year that saw the burgeoning of community life
that mirrored the blossoming of the community
spirit two years before. This does not mean that
the town stopped growing in 1960; quite the
reverse. As one of the researchers of this book
put it, Thompson, in 1960, was like a kid who
grew out of clothing faster than it could be
bought. What this budding of the social life of
the town did mean was that more and more
facilities became available for the new arrivals
who showed up at the railroad station in ever
increasing numbers.
The arrival of these new 'Thompsonites' was
due partly to the fact that construction was still
being carried out at an accelerating pace, partly
to Inco's avowed intention to begin production in
1960 and partly because of an article in the
Financial Post. This newspaper article
announced that Thompson was open for business
and invited any small business operator who
wished to invest in the town to send an application to the Resident Administrator, whose duty it
was to approve the entry of all new enterprises.
The article went on to list the kinds of businesses
needed for the new community. First on the list
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Department. The first volunteer fire chief was Al
Knudson. A communications system was set up
so that the volunteer fire fighters could be alerted
as soon as news of a fire was received. This
system was in the form of a conference telephone, with the sending unit located at the only
place that was manned on a 24-hour basis, the
registration desk at the Thompson Inn. A similar
system is still used today, although the base control is situated in the Thompson Fire Hall. The
fire department operated as a volunteer unit from
its inception in 1960 through to the summer of
1969, the first salaried fire chief, Al Peterson,
being hired in 1966.

was barber shops. Carl Nesbitt received a letter
from a prospective barber, there were not too
subtle hints of free services for Mr. Nesbitt if he
granted the applicant's request. Here is the text
of the letter,
Dear Sir,
I drop you a few words I like to
find out true you I got 2 barber chair
and licence too. If they needit any barber and how many population there
now.
I got on my mind to go on spring
time and build my own shop if there is
no empty place if there is pool room
may be I can start before spring. Please
answer me. I give you free hair cut for a
while.
The name of the applicant is withheld in order
to avoid embarrassment. However, there is no
record of this particular business man ever carrying out this or any other trade in the Thompson
area. This could have proved to be a mistake.
One of the businessmen who did obtain permission to operate in the new town was pharmacist
Florian Soble. He recalls trying to get a haircut
when he arrived in town,
"Getting a haircut was not only an
adventure but could even prove hazardous to your health. You had to drive
out to a company bunkhouse, go to the
'bullpen' and look for someone with a
pair of scissors who not only fancied
himself in the role of barber, but who
also looked as if he would be proficient
in the part. You then had to sit back
and hope for the best; usually you got
the worst. In late 1960 Pete Saiko
opened up the town's first barbershop
in the Strand building and the men no
longer had to fear jaggedly cut ears to
match their haphazard hairlines."
New businesses, as well as the established
residents, could take some comfort from the fact
that the community was now protected, to some
extent, from the dangers of fire and the results of
accidents. A Fire Protection and Ambulance
Service Committee was headed by Carl Nesbitt.
He obtained stalwart assistance from such men as
Cliff Alguire, Felix Becker, Thomas Suchy, Bob
Thompson and Tom Moody. In the winter of
1960, the arrival of the first fire pumper acted as a
stimulus in the formation of the Volunteer Fire

Thompson's first fire truck and ambulance.
C. A. Nesbitt.

Nowhere in that year of 1960 was the community spirit typified more than in the formation of
the Thompson Community Club. This club was
successful in presenting for the residents of the
new town a broad spectrum of activities. The
secret of its success was in the enthusiasm shown
by the volunteer teachers and instructors who ran
the various programmes. The Executive of the
Community Club were:
President - Barbara James, Vice-President Margaret Nesbitt, Secretary - Norah Stewart,
Treasurer - Bernice Rickaby, Ways and Means
- Agnes Heale, Social - Kay Thompson.
The activities organised under the Community Club umbrella were:
The Teen Canteen, a club for Thompson's
teenagers, under the direction of Florence
Ricktick.
The Handicraft Group which met every
Wednesday with Mary Kerr at the helm.
The Art Group, headed by Kay Sinclair with
Tony Potakos, Tish Goddard, Frances Smith
and Joe Delaney as teachers (each teacher being
responsible for six lessons).
76

The Hospital Sewing Group with June Scott
as convener.
The Glee Club under the direction of Kay
Thompson with pianist Ian Sparling. This choir
had a membership of about twenty voices.
The Bridge Club which met twice a month
and was run by Joan Johnston.
The Book Club, headed by Olive Thom.
And the Horticultural Group under the jurisdiction of Edith Chaddock.
There were two successful recreational groups
that did not come under the auspices of the
Thompson Community Club; the first was the
curling club. The Burntwood Curling Club had
its origins in the two-rink Butler building mentioned in the previous chapter. By the start of
1960, the Club had a new name and an executive
committee. Ralph Hawkins was the first President with Harry Peterson, Carl Goddard, Ed
Nicholson, Jim Jones, Arne Sorensen and Gordon Harley completing the offices. The women
curlers had also elected their first executive with
President Merle Cameron having the help of
Betty Newman, Norah Stewart, Margaret
Whelan, Olive Thom, Ferelith Thornborough,
Phyllis Peterson, Gladys McIvor, Ruth McRae,
Ethel Armstrong and Gladys McDougall on the
committee. In addition to the five regular events
for both men and women, there were several
special bon spiel weekends and also a visit to the
curling club at the Kelsey' generating station. This
trip was made along 50 miles of winter road that
followed the transmission lines. At the end of the
first curling season came, not surprisingly, the
first banquet of the Burntwood Curling Club

which included a dance and presentations of the
hard won trophies. The 'off season' for curling
was used by the inveterate lady curlers to plan
interclub matches for the 1960-1 season in such
exotic locales as Snow Lake, Flin Flon and Winnipeg.
The second of the successful independent recreational clubs was the Circle 55 Square Dance
Club, organised back in November, 1959, but
really getting in the swing of things in early 1960.
The President of the Club was Ed Nicholson with
Treasurer Moira Norquay, Secretary Mary Kerr
and Member-at-Iarge, Al Cameron. Two sixlesson courses were given to start the club going,
then regular Thursday evening square dance sessions were introduced with callers like Bob Kerr,
Ed Nicholson, Mary Kerr, Joan Nicholson, Bert
King, Frank Monteith and Fran Stevenson helping the proceedings along. By March, the Club
could boast a membership of 40 couples.
Of course, children's organisations sprang
into life, too. Boy Scouts, Cubs, Girl Guides and
Brownies were soon active. Acting Commissioner of the Guides was Margaret Nesbitt with
Agnes Bradbury as Captain and Myla Ford as
Lieutenant, the Brownies had Kathy Hughes for
Brown Owl and Mary Kerr for Tawny Owl.
Harry Banasiuk became Chairman of the group
committee of the Boy Scouts, the scoutmaster
was Ron Hutchinson and Akela, Hank Ford. The
scouting organizations used the curling rink for
their meetings in the summer months.
Following in steps of the adults, the students
in Grades Seven to Twelve decided to form a
Student Council. In October, the student body
held their first election. This was organised along
party political lines with both the Blue Party and
the Gold party fielding candidates for president,
first and second vice-presidents, secretary and
treasurer. At a school meeting all the candidates
addressed the electorate and, after the speeches,
the vote was held. The results of the election
were: President - Ken Delaney, 1st Vice-President - Bob Thornborough, 2nd Vice-President
- Dave Armstrong, Secretary - Eileen Mick
and Treasurer, John Nesbitt. The Student Council had the task of undertaking the organisation
of dances, the running of athletic events and
various other social activities for the school population.
The sports scene in Thompson soon began in
earnest. In the spring a group was organised to
co-ordinate the formation and activities of various teams and groups, these teams being at both

First Square Dance Club wind-up, June, 1960.
Fran Litster.
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ladies' 60-yard dash, everybody entering whole-heartedly into the spirit of
the occasion.
In the senior fastball game Hudson Bay Company beat the INCO
Angels, 15-2.
The Previous evening a dance was
held in the Monarch Lumber Co. warehouse, which was attractively decorated with streamers and balloons.
From a balcony on the 'mezzanine
floor' Paul Nyboer and his Thompson
Nickelites played an exceptionally fine
program of music for the 'Field Day
Ball'. "
As was mentioned in The Triangle report on
the Field Day, Thompson had, by the middle of
1960, a newspaper. The Thompson Citizen was
published by W. H. 'Duke' DeCoursey originally
from Dauphin, Manitoba, who came up north
for this purpose. His office was in the basement
of the Strand Theatre Building. The first issue of
the Thompson Citizen is dated June 20, and the
publication day travelled through several days
before, in August, settling on Wednesday as the
preferred publication date. The new newspaper
was smaller than today's 'Citizen' and, in the
beginning, contained a page devoted to the antics
of such popular characters as Blondie, Mickey
Mouse and Donald Duck. Unfortunately this
page disappeared when the newspaper started its
regular Wednesday shift. One item in the paper's
format would have been a boon to any budding
burglars in the Thompson area. Under the heading 'Thompson Town Notes' there were snippets
of information such as:

adult and junior levels. The Thompson Athletic
Association had the following executive: President - Neil Adams, Vice-President - Jack
MacDougall, Secretary - Don Gray and Treasurer - Gerry Bradshaw. Several committees
were formed under the Athletic Association
umbrella and these committees took the responsibility for organising their own events and
sports. The pastimes and sports covered were
baseball and fastball, volleyball, basketball,
badminton, boating, soccer and hockey. As with
all sports groups, fund raising soon became a
necessity; the first fund raising event for this new
association was the raffle of a boat.
The Thompson Athletic Association soon
made headlines. The INCO Triangle for August
carried the following article under the caption
"Another First For New Town Of Thompson".
"'Town's First Sports A Wonderful
Day' proclaimed the banner line in the
next issue of The Citizen, the community's enterprising young newspaper.
And that wasn't exaggerating it a bit.
With flags flying, crowds cheering, clowns cavorting, and its brightly
painted buildings bathed in brilliant
sunshine, Thompson wore a festive air
for its first annual Field Day. From
start to finish the event was a sweeping
success.
A colorful 15-float parade wound
through the streets of the town to start
the proceedings, led by an open car in
which rode James C. Parlee, vice-president and general manager of Inco's
Manitoba division; George W. Firth,
project manager for Foundation Co. of
Canada; C. A. Nesbitt, resident town
administrator; Neil Adams, president
of the Thompson Athletic Association,
which staged the event.
Many of the floats in the parade
were outstanding, a credit to the enthusiasm and initiative of their sponsors.
One that tickled the spectators' sense of
humor depicted 'Thompsonitis', and
had four 'ladies', Nick Schwanhauser,
Grant Hambley, Dave Henderson and
Carl Goddard, sitting drinking coffee
while diapers dried in the breeze. At the
recreation grounds a full program of
track and field events and fastball
games was run off. There was a big
entry in each contest, including the

"Mr. and Mrs. Len Brown and son
Kevin left Friday for Winnipeg. From
there they will travel by air to Vancouver, where they will spend a
month's vacation."
or,
"Mr. and Mrs. O. Braedickow left
to spend a few days in Winnipeg."
Of course you could always tell
your friends when your visitors had
gone back to 'civilisation';
"Mrs. H. P. Thrall of New Westminster, B.C. left Thompson Friday
after spending a three-week holiday at
the home of her son and daughter-inlaw, Mr. and Mrs. Glen Thrall, Riverside Drive."
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Crescent, the two banks were operated from
houses in the same area. The Bay had just moved
to its own downtown building but, even so, shopping was quite an unforgettable experience. To
begin with there usually was no choice because of
the limited quantity of goods available, and then
there was the freshness of those goods which
often left a lot to be desired. Added to these two
points was the fact that the whole store closed for
lunch at precisely twelve noon; many a patron
was forced to go home then return an hour later
in order to have the remainder of their grocery
order rung through the cash register.
"A number of the young people built clubhouses during that summer; everywhere you
looked there were clubhouse building sites seemingly mirroring the townsite construction that
was still forging ahead. One clubhouse could
even boast a double-glazed window, thanks to a
friendly man working on the new hospital.
"Because of the influx of INCO personnel
during the summer, the school population leaped
up that fall. The gymnasium of the school had to
be subdivided to form three or four extra classes
and the four Grade twelve students had their
lessons in the library. The teachers' difficult job
of correlating the standards of the new arrivals
from all over Canada became all but impossible
in 1960.
"My memories of the early days of
Thompson are very pleasant. Even getting stuck
in the gumbo every time I left the beaten path
seems like fun in retrospect. For teenage entertainment there were school dances, the theatre,
curling, Girl Guides, Boy Scouts, hockey, baseball, majorettes and our own lively form of
'murder ball'. There were picnics, where the
dress code was ski-jackets and mitts, toboggan
parties at the gravel pit, sliding on the 'cliff' and
many family get-togethers at friends' homes.
With the available organised sports we certainly
benefitted from living in a new town. There
weren't that many of us, so we all held honoured
places on the teams. I'm sure I'm not mistaken
when I recall that the schools' first female basketball team could boast only two players over
five feet-four inches tall.
"As a child, the hardships involved in moving
to a new town in the middle of nowhere had little
effect on me. When I look back I can now appreciate some of the things my parents had to deal
with: being away from their families, having to
send my sister away to finish her schooling down
south and being without extensive or com pre-

The news of this type may seem trite by the
standards of to-day but it was at least, community news. All other news was too old to be
reported in the newspaper by the time it reached
Thompson via two to three-day-old out-oftown newspapers, distant radio stations or the
famous Thompson 'bush telegraph'. As for the
problem of the 'Thompson Town Notes' letting
any robber know when a particular house would
be empty, or for how long, residents were probably secure in the knowledge that Carl Nesbitt was
still meeting every train that came to town and
would undoubtedly prevent any burglar from
alighting at his railroad station.
There were new arrivals on every train.
Cheryl Maltby was twelve years old when she
arrived in town in July, 1960. Cheryl, her sister,
Karen, and mother, Beatrice, travelled to their
new home in Thompson from Sudbury, Ontario.
Cheryl's father, Joseph, had been working in
Thompson since the preceding March. Cheryl
writes:
"Being twelve years old at the time, I
remember the train trip as a real adventure!
Unfortunately Mum and Karen did not agree
with me. After three days of travelling and, with
the arrival time approaching, the train ground to
a halt . . . in front of a row of white tents!! My
mother's groans and my sister's tears prompted
the conductor to announce, 'This is the Y, we'll
be in Thompson in fifteen minutes.' However
reassuring this statement may have been, Mum
was still a little shaky when we arrived at the
proper station.
"After a reunion with Dad and meeting some
of his new friends, we were taken on a tour of the
town. The highlight ofthe tour was the gravel pit.
Following the tour we checked into the
Thompson Inn for a couple of weeks. There was
no T. V. but our window looking down on the
parking lot gave us hours of entertainment. The
meals were good and appreciated, until the
morning that dead flies adorned our pancakes
together with the syrup.
"When we moved into our slab (a house with
no basement) on Juniper Drive, life settled down
into a routine, but we could always find time to
watch the ravens. I don't know of any family
who owned a movie camera and doesn't have a
reel of raven antics. Apart from the birds there
was never a shortage of strange happenings. I
remember the time that a three-year-old managed to get a large earth mover in motion.
"The hospital was still two houses on Poplar
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hensive medical and dental facilities must have
caused them a great deal of worry and frustration.
"The weather always seemed to be a topic of
conversation but, strange to say, I don't think
that people let it bother them much, even if they
did grumble about it constantly. As students we
walked to and from school accepting the low
temperatures as a part of the whole experience of
living up in the 'frozen North'. Also, as teenagers, we may have missed the things that were
happening further south, but I believe that we
had our compensations. Babysitters were in high
demand and most of us had part-time jobs by the
time we were fifteen. Most of our parents knew
one another and this created a feeling of 'family'
within the town."
Cheryl finished her schooling in Thompson,
then left to attend University in Winnipeg. She
returned to Thompson in 1967 as a teacher at
Juniper School. The Principal of Juniper School
that year was Eleanor Ingalls and the Superintendent was Henry Letkemann, both of whom had
been her teachers at the Thompson High School.
An early arrival in Thompson in 1960 was Ike
Klassen. His story, as is to be expected, is quite
different from Cheryl's and is worth quoting
extensively.
"On January 3, 1960, I moved to Thompson
on a single basis with temporary accommodation
in the construction camp. From the early inception of the Thompson project, IN CO management had promoted the idea that the town of
Thompson was to be a town designed for comfortable family living, with private home
ownership. Only 18 Company houses were
planned for supervisory personnel considered to
be on somewhat temporary assignments. From
the time of my arrival to about mid-February I
worked at the plant and tried my best to expedite
the completion of the house at 240 Riverside
Drive which was being built by Bird Construction
for occupation by the Klassen family. Finally,
before February was through, I returned to Sudbury, packed up our belongings and moved to
Thompson with my wife, Sarah, and daughters
Gail and Susan aged eleven and seven. Our fifteen year old son, David, was attending boarding
school at Leamington where he had been in
attendance since August, 1959, because of our
impending move.
"On the family'S arrival in Thompson we
moved into the rooms next to the front door of
the Thompson Inn where we stayed for about

The Klassen house on Riverside Drive, April, 1960.
Ike Klassen.

Birch Street under construction, July 1959.
Fran Litster.

Hickory Street under construction, September, 1958.
C. A. Nesbitt.

Juniper Drive, 1958. Weiland's house is on the left, Hnatuk's
on the right.
P. R. McGinnis.
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ned. Most mornings at sub-zero temperatures we
would see leftover beer bottles sitting out in the
cold snow with 5 to 6 inches of frozen beer
protruding from their necks. The men's belts
proved, too often, to be too short to hold the
whole consignments of the juice of the hop.
Supervisory personnel were moving into the
area in preparation for plant start-up from late
1959 to the early part of 1960. A decision had been
made, early in the project, to move in experienced supervisory personnel from the Sudbury
area only down to the shift boss level. Operators
would be hired and trained locally. We had also
accepted the fact that good process technology,
process design and construction were only about
fifty percent of the ingredients needed for good
plant operation. The remaining fifty percent
would come from the careful selection of staff
and their families who would be able to work and
live harmoniously in an isolated community.
Much time and thought had gone into the selection of the team members and also on evaluating
how their wives would adjust to living in the
frontier community that this, the first wave of
new residents, would be sure to encounter for the
next few years. It was fully realised by INCa
management that the female population would
have a greater effect on the community and the
success of the operation than the proficiency of
the men at their jobs. I recall one young engineer
asking me, during the course of a job interview,
"Why are you asking me so many questions
about my wife? She isn't going to work for you, I
am!"
To his question I replied, "I don't want to
move you to Thompson unless I see a reasonably
good chance that you will stay there for some
years. I know you will be so busy doing interesting work that you will be happy; therefore it will
be your wife who determines whether you stay or
leave." Many years later, after I had retired from
INCa, this engineer and his wife sought me out
at a convention to tell me that they were still in
Thompson and that they believed that the main
reason for this was the thorough preparation they
had received prior to their move. It is my belief
that, in a frontier town, far removed from the
major centres of population, such as Thompson
was during those early years, women, and particularly those women with young children, definitely had the most difficult task and certainly
contributed the most to the success of the community. The present City of Thompson affirms
the hard work put into the community by these

Bernie Sherwood working in his garden, Juniper area, 1960.
P. R. McGinnis.

Juniper Drive duplexes being built.
C. A. Nesbitt.

a week until our furniture arrived. Gail and
Susan attended the only school in existence in
Thompson at that time, the original twelve room
Number 1 School on Juniper Drive. Records
indicate that 204 houses were completed or nearing completion by the end of 1959; all were in the
Juniper area. We were the first family to move
into a home outside the Juniper area.
"Our stay at the Thompson Inn introduced us
to Thompson life quite rapidly. Initially we were
at a loss to explain why some men at the hotel
entrance, in the evening, would open their belts
and strap numerous bottles of beer around their
waists before climbing into their waiting cabs.
We soon found out that these men were from the
construction camps and were attempting to hide
their beer supply from the guards at the gates of
the camp where alcoholic beverages were ban81

women and stands as a monument to their dedication.
- "As soon as our furniture arrived we moved
into our house on Riverside Drive in spite of the
fact that the tradesmen were still in the process of
completing the finishing touches. Early the next
morning Sarah prepared our breakfasts and,
after eating, she drove me to the plant. She had to
hurry back and prepare the girls for the drive to
school. The base for Riverside Drive was in place
but after a snowfall it was almost impossible to
follow it because there were no houses or ditches
to mark its path; neither were there any tire
tracks to follow. Ours was the only car operating
in the neighbourhood. Sarah, at times, got off
the road and drove the car 'cross country'; this
was more disturbing than dangerous since the
Riverside area had been prepared for construction and the ground was frozen solid.
"By May, 1960, the lot at 240 Riverside had
turned into a sea of sticky gumbo. David arrived
from boarding school in June and the manner of
his arrival gives some indication of the size and
character of Thompson at that time. When he
arrived at the station, David had only our postal
address of Box 88, Thompson, Manitoba. He
had not told us when he was arriving, so he
jumped into a Thiessen cab and asked the driver
to take him to the Klassen place. Since there was
no street address accompanying this request, the
driver called his dispatcher on the two way radio
and asked where the Klassens lived. Without a
moment's hesitation the dispatcher replied,
"They live on Riverside, the fifth house from the
right as you enter from Mystery Lake Road. They
drive a white Ford which should be pulling into
their driveway at about the time you get there."
And that is just what happened, Sarah was
returning from shopping and the cab pulled into
our drive behind her as she was getting out of the
car. This arrival, the muddy landscape and the
unfinished house exterior did not impress David
at all; his first words to his mother were, 'What a
dump!' She replied that remarks of that nature
should be kept until he was inside the house.
"David's poor impression of Thompson did
not last too long; even though he was only fifteen
years old he was able to get summer employment.
David completed his high school education in
Thompson and, during the summers, was able to
earn most of the money he needed for his college
studies.
"As I recall, it was in the July of 1960, when
we were busy at the plant running in and debug-

Forest fire approaching town, June, 1960.
Mary Fenske.

The forest fire of June 6, 1962.
David Armstrong.

ging the concentrator, that the first forest fire
approached Thompson. This fire had been
started by picnickers at Mystery Lake and our
first indication of its approach was the interruption of the hydro power at the plant because of
soot deposits on the transmission lines from Kelsey. The fire jumped the Burntwood River and
every ablebodied man at the plant was drafted for
fire fighting duty in the Riverside area. Hundreds
of feet of fire hose were connected to the closest
fire hydrants and the east side of Mystery Lake
Road was doused with water. I believe that only
eight homes were occupied in the Riverside subdivision at that time, but all of the families, the
Thornboroughs, the Smiths, the Bouchers, the
Steeles, the Thralls, the McConnells, the
Armstrongs and us, lived in the most northerly
part of the development, close to the approaching forest fire. Embers were flying across Mystery Lake Road, over the houses and causing
small fires in the tinder dry areas which had been
prepared for further construction. Men with stirrup pumps were sent to patrol the whole area and
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to extinguish the local small fires before they
could grow to dangerous proportions. It was a
dry, hot afternoon and at one point I walked to
my house to get a drink of water. Again the
women had been left to look after the basic
family facilities. I found Sarah and Greta Steele
sitting on the front steps with the cars backed into
the driveways, loaded with the most prized family possessions and ready for a quick getaway if
the need arose. They had hosed water onto the
roofs of the houses until loss of water pressure
due to the numerous hoses being used rendered
this exercise useless. The fire was eventually
stopped at Mystery Lake Road by the bulldozing
of the trees and underbrush on the east side of the
road, by starting a number of controlled backfires, and by the soaking of the local areas with
water.
"A second, more localized forest fire, experienced in August 1962, again illustrates the important contribution made by the women to the
success of early Thompson. I happened to be in
Winnipeg on business (a frequent occurrence in
those days). I called Sarah in the evening to ask
about the happenings of the day. I was calmly
informed that everything was under control and
we chatted about nothing in particular for five to
ten minutes. When I arrived home the next day I
discovered that, at the time of our telephone
conversation, a forest fire had been burning on
the banks of the Burntwood River a mere two
hundred feet from the back door or our new
house at 160 Riverside Drive. I asked Sarah why
she had not bothered to tell me about the fire
when I had called; she replied that she saw no
point in telling me because there was nothing that
I could have done about it and I would only have
worried needlessly.
"The extreme winter weather conditions also
posed unusual difficulties, particularly for the
people who moved to town from Southern
Ontario. The experience of the Wilcox family on
New Year's Eve, 1960, illustrates this very well.
They had, that night, attended a house party and,
when they left, they decided to go for a short car
ride before going home. At that point in time the
road bed south of town was in place to a point
near Paint Lake and this was passable for most of
the winter. They drove along this road but their
car stalled about six miles out of town. There was
no alternative but to attempt the walk back to
Thompson, since there was no chance of another
car coming by on a dead end road at that time in
the morning. They walked the six miles to town at

a temperature of -35°C. They were still dressed
in their party clothes and, by the time they
reached home, Mrs. Wilcox had badly frost bitten legs that required medical attention for some
time. On another occasion, when I was serving as
the Chairman of the Thompson School Board,
Sarah and I were having a leisurely breakfast one
cold morning. The thermometer showed a temperature below its minimum reading which was
-50°C. The local radio announcer broke into the
programme with the joyful news for the kiddies
that all the schools were closed for the day. I
called the radio station. I was informed that a
'Mr. Anderson' of the School Board had phoned
in to ask the station to make the announcement.
The radio people seemed quite put out when I
told them that there was no one on the School
Board by the name of 'Mr. Anderson' but
promptly agreed to broadcast the official message that all the schools would be open that day
and it was up to the parents to decide whether
their children went to school or not. At about
8:30 that morning I received a telephone call at
my office. The caller refused to identify himself
but asked for Mr. Klassen. I replied that I was
Klassen; there was a long pause then my mystery
caller said, 'You must be some kind of nut!' This
caller aside, life went on as normal on cold, calm
days such as that one. My own daughter, Susan,
walked the one and a half miles to the High
School that day without complaint.
"The town continued to grow and, at Inco,
single staff members were replaced by men with
families. The trials and agonies of a new town
dependent mainly for its growth on an increased
labour force recruited from a predominantly
rural population is probably best illustrated by
the plant labour statistics. The INCO labour
force grew from 708 to 2038 in 1961 but, to
achieve this growth, 4730 men were hired during
the year, an average of 3.5 men employed for

Riverside School, formerly Number 2 school, in 1981.
School District of Mystery Lake.
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everyone man added to the workforce. Gradually the situation improved, the drifters moved
on and the stable portion of the population
increased. This process speeded up as the community services improved. For example, in 1960,
the Thompson General Hospital opened its
doors, in 1961, Number 2 School (Riverside) was
occupied, the high school was completed and the
first shopping mall was opened. The following
statistics provide a glimpse into the early growth
of the town of Thompson:
Year

1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967

Number
of
Houses

60
204
234
650
1070
1400
1619
l787
1928

Population

the end of June, it was now possible for the
surface operations to begin. At 1:45 p.m. on June
29, the mill started up. Power was put on
Number 3 furnace in the smelter on 30th June,
the first matte was tapped on 29th August and the
first moulds were cast on September 9.
Of course, the start-up of the smelter did not
go as easily as the stark facts would seem to
indicate. In his book, Hugh S. Fraser describes
the commissioning of the smelter in these words:
"Where adherence to scientific principle succeeded, disregard of timehonored tradition backfired on the
INCO furnace technicians. They
ignored Dr. Barth's advice to conduct a
ritual ceremony in the furnace before
heating it, with disastrous consequences. Klassen ruefully remembers
the omission: 'Before starting up the
furnace, Dr. Barth warned us that we
should put on a full course banquet
inside the furnace with champagne and
all the trimmings if we wanted to have a
smooth, trouble-free start up.' Superintendent McConnell adds to the lore
surrounding the ceremony which was a
Middle East tradition: 'The critical
point in the furnace of course, is the
slag chute. You have to get rid of slag
and to be sure that you are going to
have no trouble on that end of the
furnace, you kill a pig or a sheep, slit its
throat and the blood runs down the
chute. That assures you of a troublefree operation. He (Dr. Barth) felt
strongly about it. When we hedged on
it, he was quite upset.' But Klassen
admits: 'I was never quite able to convince myself of his seriousness in this
matter.'
"Whether the product of mystical
wrath or man-made malfunction,
disaster struck on a dark rainy Saturday night. The event is vivid in the
memory of Klassen: 'I received a call to
come out to the smelter about 2:00 a.m.
one morning for an emergency. Upon
arrival, I found the whole shift crew
standing outside north of the smelter
which was in darkness except for the
glow from slag running out of No. 3
furnace. There were periodic explosions in the area No.3 granulator pit.
The skimmer had run into difficulties

No. of Schools

Town

School

Elementary

High

6500
7900
8000
9500
10000
15000

28
150
187
406
684
926
1128
1272
1703
2024

1
2
2
3
3
3
4
4

1

There will be more from Ike Klassen later in
the book.
The most newsworthy events of 1960 came
from the mine site. In April, after the annual
shareholders' meeting in Toronto on the 27th,
the directors of IN CO made visits to both
Thompson and Copper Cliff. The Thompson
visit was the first time that the directors had been
given the chance to view the Manitoba project.
After a day spent inspecting the mine and surface
facilities and touring the new town, the directors
were the guests of honour at a reception held in
the assembly room of the municipal building.
By May 1960, underground development
work, including the preparation of working
stopes, drifts, installation of tracking and piping
of air, water and electricity, was nearly complete.
INCO activated the crusher and loading station
and began production on the 1000 level in number
two shear.
On May 9, the first hourly-rated employees
were hired and, by month end, 176 people had
been added to the INCO payroll. Most of these
employees came from Manitoba, Saskatchewan
and Alberta. May also witnessed another big
event in the development of the plant complex;
on twenty-fourth the cover was removed from
the smelter stack. By 22nd June, Manitoba
Hydro's Number One unit was on line to the
plant site, followed, eight days later, by unit
Number Two. The utility had fulfilled its promise
to deliver hydroelectric power to the plant before
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they, not the Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers,
was the union properly chosen as the bargaining
agent for the employees of INCO at Thompson.
Although the Steelworkers were recognised in
1962, they could not negotiate an agreement with
the company immediately; the agreement
between INCO and Mine, Mill was legally in
operation until 1964.
Squabbles between unions vying for the right
to represent them were not the main problems for
the hourly workers in 1960. John Ramey, who
signed on in that year, remembers seeing men
arrive at the plant site straight from the railway
station, take one look at the rows of tents, climb
back into their still waiting cabs and disappear
back to the station, never to be seen in Thompson
again. John was not one of these men; he arrived
with his friend known, enigmatically, as 'The
Greek', after they had signed on with the company and received their medicals at the Cambrian
Hotel in The Pas. The first meal the two friends
were served in the camp was supper. 'The Greek'
chose the chicken dish, John, being a red-meat
man, opted for a different meal. The next day,
'The Greek' (together with a good many chicken
eaters) was taken ill, his illness lasted for about a
week. When he eventually emerged from his tent,
'The Greek' found that there was no record of his
ever being hired by the company and he had to
undergo the whole signing on procedure all over
again. Apparently, anyone who did not appear at
his job on time had his hiring record destroyed
immediately under the assumption that he had
had second thoughts about working in the frozen
wastelands.
There were other worries for the new
Thompson labour force. Houses were mainly for
staff, this was touted as one of the reasons that
the hourly men came and went so rapidly. Basements of occupied houses were often rented to
families or shift workers. A room in a basement
could fetch as much as one hundred dollars per
month. The men living in basements could usually manage to eat at the camp although they
were not supposed to do so. There was not a good
safety record at INCO in those early years.
Because of home problems, too many long shifts
(some men at Birchtree were reported to be
working regular 16-hour shifts) and the desire of
some men to make as much money as possible so
that they could leave, safety measures were often
ignored or bypassed. This chain of events culminated in the death of a man called Gillis in 1960;
he was the first INCO fatality. Paul Larsen, a

closing the slag hole. He had tried too
long to stop the slag flow and when he
tried to activate the safety device to
divert slag flow from the granulator
filled with water to the safety disposal
area, he could not reach it because of
excessive heat in the area. The pumps
stopped and hot slag continued to flow
into the granulator, causing explosions
which cut off power to the whole
smelter. All access to the area was
blocked off by the heat, steam and
explosions. Jack McConnell and I laid
out a path for approaching (and
retreating from) the furnace and
moved into the furnace area using
flashlights. We found the clay and
tools for closing the slag hole, stopped
the flow and, on looking around, we
found Dr. Barth (in his seventies then)
right behind us. Naturally, we got him
out of the smelter in a great hurry to
avoid an accident.'
"However, the fallout from a
disaster is often a valuable lesson
learned. Experienced smelter men had
rejected Klassen's proposal for a
water-cooled skimming block, with an
easily replaceable steel insert in the
hole, to take the wear of the hot slag in
place of the traditional clay breast
which did not stand up to the continuous flow. Klassen's suggestion, tried as
a last resort, was installed after the
accident and put into trouble-free service on October 11, 1960."
IN CO was not the only organisation running
into difficulties at this time; two different unions
were attempting to organise the INCO hourly
force. The favourite to win the race to become
the workers' "official" voice was the International Union of Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers;
snapping at their heels was the United Steelworkers of America. The Mine, Mill was the
favoured union as they had received certification
from INCO at Thompson and were busily carrying out follow-up negotiations with the topic of a
40-hour week one of the major issues. The first
battle in the war between the two unions was won
by Mine, Mill when an agreement was signed
between that union and INCO. The war was
eventually won by the United Steelworkers who,
on the 31st May 1962, were issued a certificate by
the Manitoba Labour Board which attested that
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school and the pupils needed a place to purchase
their supplies.
"Two days after receiving this go-ahead I
came down with an acute case of phlebitis, was
hospitalised and informed by the medical staff
that I would be confined to bed for two months
and be off my legs for two years. (It must have
been a really bad case, mustn't it?) To add to my
dilemma, everyone in Winnipeg told me that it
would be impossible to get everything set up,
stocked up and opened up for business in just two
short months; they even took perverse delight in
pointing out to me that the store space (a unit in
the Strand Theatre building) was not yet ready
for occupancy.
"What my friends, relatives and advisers did
not realise was that I was armed with the ignorance of youth. Not knowing enough to know
that what I was attempting was ludicrous, I was
discharged from hospital after five days, on my
assurance that I would stay off my legs. I flew to
The Pas and caught the first available train to
Thompson. Train travel in those days was very
relaxed; the conductor stopped the train, got off,
picked a handful of blueberries and, as I
watched, jumped back on board and signalled
the engineer to continue the trip.
"On my arrival in Thompson I picked up a
cab at the station and asked to be taken to Carl
Nesbitt. The cab driver, Ken Thiessen, who later
became a good friend of mine, set off immediately on a grand tour of the town as Carl could
have been anywhere. I don't remember much
about the drive except for the dust and getting
stuck in a pot hole on Riverside Drive but, eventually, we found Carl who was talking with
'Uncle' Jack Knight. I was introduced to Jack,
the man who was to be my landlord in the only
building in town with commercial space to rent,
the Strand Building. Jack confirmed what I had
been told in Winnipeg, the office space was not
yet completed.
"Carl began to take me on a trip round 'his'
town, but things became a little bizarre when
John, Carl's oldest son who was along for the
ride, spotted clouds of smoke coming from
behind the Quinn Construction Camp. We
rushed over there, grabbed shovels from out of
the back of Carl's truck and attended to the fire.
We worked up quite an appetite with this spontaneous fire fighting so Carl took me back to his
house where Margaret had just finished baking
bread. I'll never forget how good that bread
smelled and tasted. The next visit on the agenda

friend, was the man required to identify the
body.
The wages being offered in May 1960 to the
hourly employees were $1.83 an hour or $1.67 an
hour for shovelling. Under Canadian law the
men were entitled to two weeks paid vacation a
year. There being no union representation, overtime was paid at straight time.
Business men were arriving in Thompson,
they came to a town where hard work and long
hours, plus a little initiative could reap large
financial rewards, Byron Watt came to
Thompson as a camp manager for Home Development Ltd., who were responsible for building
the first houses in town. Byron's interests spread
quickly, under the name of Kelsey Agencies he
became a real estate and insurance salesman. Still
dissatisfied with running two businesses, Byron
then took over, or had constructed, apartment
blocks, fast food restaurants, a house built as a
residence for Inco's single employees, Mystery
Lake Motors (the local General Motors dealership) and Byron's Travel. Byron Watt certainly
left his mark on the fledgling town on his way to
becoming its first, and possibly its most accomplished, entrepreneur.
One branch of business that Byron Watt did
not touch was the running of a drugstore; that
was the responsibility of Florian Soble. Florian's
dream of opening a pharmacy in Thompson
began before he obtained his degree. Florian tells
his story this way, "In the fall of1958, when I was
just beginning my final year of studies at the
University of Manitoba, I started looking into
the possibilities of opening a pharmacy in the new
mining town of Thompson.
"I contacted the Resident Administrator,
Carl Nesbitt, and was told that several pharmacists had expressed an interest in starting up in
Thompson. We were all asked what plans, backing, blueprints and plans for the future we had
and, after our submissions, we were told that we
would be notified of his decision in due course. I
graduated in April, 1959, and started work as a
freelance pharmacist in both Red Lake, Ontario,
and Winnipeg all the time attempting to keep in
touch with Mr. Nesbitt. Contacting him proved
very difficult most of the time as there were only
eight telephone lines along the C.N. tracks and
these had to service the whole town. In the June
of 1960, I was told that I was the successful
applicant and was to open a pharmacy by August
30, 1960, as that was the opening day for the
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was to Dr. Blain Johnston. He showed me the
current hospital facility (still two houses on
Poplar Crescent) and then the partially completed walls of the Thompson General Hospital
which he had designed.
"The day of visiting and meeting people in
my new town was very pleasurable but I forgot
that, in Thompson, with its one hotel, rooms had
to booked well in advance. Sure enough, I found
myself without a place to stay overnight. In the
true pioneer helping spirit, Carl came to my
rescue and arranged for me to have a bunk in the
Thompson Supply Commissary.
"I needed two more trips to Thompson
before I had completed all the arrangements for
opening my store. The last trip, in mid-August,
was made with my brand new Pontiac station
wagon. I drove to The Pas and put the Pontiac in
a boxcar (I was told that it would be in Thompson
in two or three days), and then completed my trip
by train. A week went by, no Pontiac. I needed
that car, not only for transport, but because I had
packed my spare clothes, more personal effects,
some 'medicinal' refreshment and a case of mix
in the rear of it. Boy did I need that, my one shirt
was getting ripe. The railway officials were
unable to locate the missing boxcar or its contents
and I had almost given up hope of ever wearing a
clean shirt again when a friend of mine, Tim
Filuk, suggested that we go and look round the
railway siding ourselves. We did and, sure
enough, there was my car. We took it off the
boxcar and I drove it for a month at which time
the railway freight offices called me to tell me
that they couldn't find my vehicle and that it had
probably been shipped to Churchill in error!
"In those days of early transportation, very
heavy shipments like drink coolers, cases of soft
drinks and the like came by C.N. Express and the
consignee had to go to the station to sort out and
pick up his own shipments. It was quite a sight
and almost a ritual every second day at the station as people met there and helped each other
sort and unload the hundreds of cases that
arrived on each train. Jim Kennedy would be
there picking up supplies for INCO and we developed quite a friendship as we sweated and sorted
and exchanged the latest stories whilst loading
our vehicles. Mail, on the other hand, was picked
up at the Bay Commissary at the INCO site and
that was another kind of experience, waiting in
line to collect your mail.
"With all the excitement and the newness of
the style of living up here in the new settlement, I

still managed to open my pharmacy on the
alloted day, 30th August, and so the children
were able to buy their school supplies on schoolopening day. There was, however, one small
inconvenience, my shipment of bags and wrapping paper had not arrived so my customers were
forced to stuff their small purchases in their
pockets and carry everything else loose. This was
no problem to me but some of my customers
went over to the Bay and, on their way out, were
stopped by the manager on suspicion of theft.
The suspects told the manager that they had
made their purchases at the drugstore and I soon
received a call asking why the goods that I sold
were not wrapped. I explained my situation and
so began my long and 'friendly' association with
the Bay. Every day the manager and one or two
assistants would saunter over to the pharmacy,
check all the stock and my prices and then order
similar items. I wasn't worried, imitation is the
highest form of flattery. I wasn't very sophisticated and space did not permit me to offer much
variety but people were happy because they had a
store, other than the Bay, in which to shop.
Unless a person came in just as a shipment was
being unpacked, there was no point in looking
for a particular brand of something like, for
instance, shampoo; most people were just happy
to be able to get any kind of shampoo. I
remember one morning, as I was filling a prescription, watching two ladies make a dash for
the last box of tissues on my shelves. People were
not fussy in those days, just somewhat satisfied
with whatever was available.
"The store was open from 9:00 a.m. until
9:00 p.m. with (in theory) a break for lunch and a
one hour break for supper between 6:00 and 7:00
p.m. When I returned after supper I invariably
found huge rows of men waiting to get into the
store. The workforce was transient. I didn't
know them, they didn't know me and I would
have to push my way through the throng to get to
the door to open it. Those men fought me all the
way; they had been waiting to get into that store
for an hour and they weren't going to let some
Johnny-come-lately push in ahead of them.
"In those early days, if you wished to have
refreshing spirits, you had to order the stuff from
The Pas. I ordered by the case and that was
lucky, for the two young mounties and the one
doctor who always seemed to develop a bad chest
by the time they reached the dispensary. They
could always find the Black and White cough
syrup under the counter and pour themselves a
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healthy dose of medication. On really cold nights
more frequent stops behind the dispensary counter were required to 'keep the chill off' and 'promote better blood circulation', as the men made
their appointed rounds from the pharmacy to the
Thompson Inn, to the coffee shop, to the theatre,
to the confectionary store and back again to the
pharmacy. "
Florian did not live 'above the shop'. He lived
in the Thompson Supply camp, in their commissary, with camp manager Pat Martin. Later he
joined the Underground Movement, living in the
basement of Bernie and Berty Calder's house on
Juniper with Byron Watt. When Byron's old
roommate, Tim Filuk, returned from vacation,
Florian moved in with the station agent family,
Mr. and Mrs. Brown. When he married, in January 1961, he experienced, like so many residents
before and after, severe permafrost problems
with his intended house. The house ordered was
27 on 58 (now known as 156 Copper Road).
Saturn Construction, a subsidiary of the Winnipeg Supply and Fuel Company, were the
builders. As was the norm in those days the
house, due to be completed in mid-December,
was not anywhere near habitable until midMarch. Florian and new wife Carol lived in the
Thompson Inn for the first three months of their
married life. When the frost came out of the
ground the following summer, the basement and
the house started to move around and sink. The
contractors were called. Jackhammers were used
to break up the cement in the basement which
then had to be repoured. Sixteen holes were then
left under the basement walls so that jacks could
be used to move each section of the walls up or
down, whichever was required at the time. It took
two years for the house to finally settle.
Some permafrost stories are amusing to
everyone but the participants. Lloyd and Marion
MacDonald went on vacation. While they were
gone, their house foundation shifted and sank in
one corner. An inquisitive cat came by and managed to squeeze through the gap between the
house and its foundation. Cats can be stupid; the
animal got in but could not remember how to get
out again. When the MacDonald family
returned, refreshed, from their holiday they
found, apart from a unique ventilation system, a
starving cat who had turned their neat home into
a real mess.
Further medical coverage was provided to
Thompson residents in 1960. As has already been
mentioned, Drs. Standing and Rustidge arrived

in that year, but probably the most welcome
medical man was dentist, Dr. W. L. Hoe. Before
Dr. Hoe's arrival a toothache sufferer either suffered in silence, flew to The Pas for treatment, or
had his tooth pulled by Dr. Johnston. According
to Dr. Hoe's recollections, "After growing up in
Southern Manitoba, I studied dentistry at the
University of Alberta and graduated in 1959. In
the July of that year I set up my office in The Pas
from where I travelled to Lynn Lake, then, in the
fall of 1960, Thompson. My memory is a little
hazy on some points but I remember we used to
travel by Lamb Air because there were no roads
back then. I also remember setting up in Carl
Nesbitt's office in the old Municipal Building.
This seemed fair as I was there at his request
anyway. The only equipment I had was an old
(1935) chair and an electric-motor driven handpiece (drill), my light was an ordinary pot lamp.
Naturally the only treatment I could offer was
simple and palliative, that is extraction or the
placement of temporary fillings. The main
objective was to relieve pain until the patient
could have permanent work done when they left
town to go on vacation. We, (my wife Jennie was
my receptionist on the trips), used to stay in
Thompson anywhere from a week to twelve days
at a time and come back again after two or three
months. We kept this up until we eventually
moved to Thompson in April, 1962. My first
office was on the second floor of Dr. Johnston's
Professional Building. In 1967, Dr. Michael
Young came to help me."
Fred Dubery adds a footnote to Dr. Hoe's
story. Fred recalls that the dentist gave anaesthetic to IN CO personnel only.
Thompson General Hospital opened its doors
in 1960, the INCO Triangle described the facility
as:
" ... a spacious, gleaming, completely equipped hospital, of nickelcontaining stainless steel curtain-wall
construction. "
Even the exterior featured stainless steel columns and panelling; much of the operating room
equipment and many of the kitchen utensils were
made from the same material which would be a
dream come true for many hospital administrators. For many reasons, there was no problem in attracting people to work at the new
hospital. The town was new, the town was growing, the town was a place for adventure seekers to
recognise and, at least, come to take a look. Of
course there was also the fact that many employ88

ees of the hospital appreciated having the opportunity to begin, or continue, a career working
with the best available facilities.
Mr. and Mrs. Donald MacDonald were two
of the very early employees who remained for
many years and left a lasting mark on many lives.
The MacDonalds arrived in town from Lanagan,
Saskatchewan, in 1960. He was to be the hospital
engineer and also its first employee. His name
appears first on the payroll, she started work on
1st. August as well, as the head of housekeeping,
laundry and kitchen. Their home was a suite in
the basement of the hospital, with bare concrete
walls and a cold basement floor and nothing else.
Donald set to work and transformed the suite
into a bright, cheerful, warm home whose doors
often welcomed young and lonely hospital workers living in an unfamiliar environment with no
relatives nearby to turn to. 'Mrs. Mac' soon
found herself playing the role of 'Mother' to
many of the young nurses and other staff during
the seven years she lived in the basement at the
hospital. 'Mrs. Mac' did more than act as mother
to the employees, she became the first of a MacDonald dynasty at the Thompson General Hospital. Her daughter, Dorothy Stoker, was one of
the first married nurses to be hired in 1961 and,
later still, Dorothy's daughter, Tracey, started
work at the hospital as a nurses' aide and physiotherapy aide before returning to school to take
her nursing training.
When the hospital opened, curiosity arose as
to who the first baby, born at the new unit, would
be. Jennifer Goddard, daughter of Margaret
(Tish) and Carleton Goddard, was the awaited
arrival; she was born in October, 1960, and
remained in Thompson until she had completed
her high school education. It was Jennifer's duty
to present a bouquet of flowers to the Queen
when she and Prince Philip visited Thompson in
1970.
With the completion of the hospital at the
townsite, the camp site hospital became a first aid
station and was used as such until 1961. Here,
office hours were held at night to accommodate
the shift workers. With the opening of the hospital, a clinic was moved there for the town residents until the result of Dr. Johnston's next
enterprise was complete.
Blain Johnston was determined to give the
town the best possible medical services. To this
end he commissioned Malcolm Construction to
build a one-storey clinic. The scheme was daring
as the venture was a large undertaking which

st. Lawrence Roman Catholic Church, 1960.
J. A. Dickie.

would normally have been attempted only by a
group of partners. Joan Johnston recalls, "No
one else was interested in risking their savings it was just us and the bank - for a million
years!" The town's population was increasing
rapidly; even when Dr. Johnston's clinic opened,
in 1961, the recently completed hospital was considered too small and plans were drawn up for an
extension. By 1962, it became necessary to
expand the clinic. This was done by Dr. Johnston's commission of Malcolm Construction to
add a second storey to the existing building.
Religion became a little better organised in
1960. The Roman Catholic church was the first to
have its foundation laid. The rectory and parish
hall were completed before the church, but, by
the time His Excellency, Bishop Paul Dumochel
blessed the new church hall and gave it its official
name of St. Lawrence on 20th. November, mass
had already been celebrated in the building. The
St. Lawrence Hall was not, however, the venue of
Thompson's first wedding ceremony. The
Thompson Citizen described the event in great
detail:
"The first wedding held in the thriving new Community of Thompson,
Manitoba, was a beautiful double-ring
ceremony solemnized on Saturday,
June 4,1960, in the school chapel, when
Judith Anne, daughterofMr. and Mrs.
Herbert G. King, Thompson, formerly
of Lively, Ontario, exchanged marriage vows with Thomas Patrick
Holmes, son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
R. Holmes of Flin Flon, Man. Rev.
Father Cloutier officiated.
The bride's brother, Jim King was
alter (sic) boy. Mrs. Armand Picard
presided at the organ and Miss Kay
Thompson and Armand Picard sang
Panis Angelicus, 'What Could My
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Jesus Do More', and 'On This Day, Oh
Beautiful Mother.'
The bride, given in marriage by
her father, looked radiant in a waltz
length gown of imported margot lace
over bridal satin. The empire lines of
the gown were accented by soft diagonal folds at the decolletage to the V'd
waist at the back. A large bertha collar
formed a portrait neckline and lilypoint sleeves were worn. Her headdress
was a matching cap of lace trimmed
with opalescent (sic) dew drop pearls,
with a chapel veil of pure silk illusion.
She carried a nosegay of pale blue and
white iris.
Miss Margaret Holmes, sister of
the groom attended as bridesmaid. She
chose a cappon (?) blue cocktail length
chiffon gown, featuring a scoop neckline and three-quarter sleeves, the very
full skirt was offset by a matching
cumberbund (sic). Her headpiece was a
flat veiled bow of matching material.
She carried a nosegay of white baby
mums with a centre of yellow roses.
Gerald Bradshaw was best man
and Mr. Kenneth Thiessen ushered the
guests.
Immediately following the wedding a breakfast was held for the family
at the Thompson Inn.
Later a reception was held in the
lounge of the Burntwood Curling
Club, arranged by the Women's
Federation of the United Church. Tea
was poured by Mrs. Ralph Hawkins,
Mrs. Gordon Armstrong, Mrs. Robert
Kerr, Mr. S. (sic) Armand Picard, Mrs.
Gordon Harley, and Mrs. Carl Goddard.
A toast to the bride was given by
Mr. Ralph Hawkins, responded by the
groom.
Misses Martha Harley, Sharon
Dubery and Cheryl Freed were in
charge of the guest book.
For travelling, the bride wore a
sheath dress of patterned blue silk with
a linen coat of royal blue and matching
breton sailor of silk organza, bone
accessories and a corsage of white
mums.
Mr. and Mrs. Holmes have taken

up residence at 2515 Portage Ave.,
Winnipeg, Man."
As with most wedding reports, there was little
indication of male participation in the event.
Perhaps if the men were left to arrange the wedding ceremonies we would not see such error
riddled accounts of the events appearing in the
local newspapers.
The Reinheimers came to Thompson in early
July, 1960, from Red Lake, Ontario, where they
had just completed a session of pioneer work.
Though he came to Thompson to work at the
camps, their true intention was to found a Pentecostal church in the area. The first Sunday
school session was conducted in the fall of 1960 in
the auditorium of Number 1School (where else?).
Thirteen people attended. The first service was
conducted in May 1961 in the living room of the
Reinheimer's rented house on Hemlock Crescent, fifteen people participated in this service.
The present manse, at 56 Beaver Crescent, was
purchased in 1962 and a chapel was built in the
basement. In this small area, measuring thirten
by thirty-eight feet (4 x 11.5m), both the Sunday
school and the regular worship services were
held, as many as ninety-four people were
crowded in to the tiny church.
On 19th. June, 1960, members of the newly
formed Anglican parish of st. James the Apostle
met for a service in Number 1 School. Regular
worship services were held both here and at the
Municipal Building until, on 13th. November, the
congregation moved in to their own 'house'
church with Canon R. S. Boyd as priest.
The members of the United Church in
Thompson had not been idle. In February work
was completed on the manse and Ralph Hawkins
was appointed to head a committee to investigate
the feasibility of building a church in town. The
committee produced a positive report and the
work of clearing the present site began in the
August of 1961.
What with the Roman Catholic Church, the
Anglicans, the Bible Chapel, the Pentecostal
Assembly and the United Church all functioning
in a small town, as well as groups of Ukrainian
Catholics, Presbyterians and Jehovah's Witnesses who were holding meetings and services
but were not yet organised, Thompson was
showing itself to be a town where not only was
the right to practise the religion of choice honoured, but also demanded by the residents.
School facilities were doubled in the fall of
1960. A school was opened in the Riverside sub90

division; not surprisingly this school, identical
with Number 1 School, was called Number 2
School. Archie Thorn having left Thompson at
the end of the 1959-60 school year, Stan V.
Brickman was appointed principal of both the
schools. The students of the new school wasted
no time in getting organised. On September 28,
only a few days after the school was opened the
first student council elections were held. By the
end of the year the Thompson schools population
stood as 334 students.
Riverside school was not the only attraction
in the Riverside area that year. The Saturn Construction Company built a model home in the
subdivision. This house at 323 Riverside proved
to be a huge success with some three hundred
fifty members of the public visiting it to see the
featured items suuch as double folding closet
doors, mahogany kitchen cupboards (with
matching bread board), the copper kitchen hood,
special bathroom vanities with double medicine
cabinets and the extra large hot water tank. Coffee and doughnuts added to the attraction and
proved to be a sound investment on the part of
the construction company as, by the end of the
showing period, many orders had been placed.
Another sign that Thompson was growing
was the emergence of lawns and sidewalks where,
previously, there had been nothing but mud. The
Thompson Horticultural Society was active even
at this early date and a few flower beds were
brightening the mud-filled landscape. The
Chaddocks were reported to have the first garden, other people were not so fortunate in their
horticultural beginnings. Mrs. Beaton recalls
having a load of black soil delivered for the yard.
Because of permafrost the soil was delivered in
one huge lump. She attempted to break up the
soil ball but the black flies were out in force and
attacked her. She was so ill from the bites that she
was admitted to hospital with an allergic reaction. Fortunately she recovered quite quickly
and, by her own report, has had no blackfly
trouble since.
Charlie and Vivian Clarke and their family
moved to the Riverside area in July 1960. Originally from New Zealand, they had lived in Flin
Flon prior to 1955 where they heard stories of life
in pioneer mining towns. They became fascinated
with the idea of living in a mining community
that was being fashioned some thirty years after
the founding of Flin Flon.
The Clarkes expected to move into their
newly-built home on their arrival but, like so

many early residents, were disappointed to find
that the house was not completed. Since there
was no other accommodation available, they
unpacked the furniture and belongings that they
needed the most; and lived with these in the
basement of the new house while the workmen
completed the construction of the upper level.
This process took about six weeks. The house, at
20 on 52, later known as 7 Silver Crescent, was
the first privately owned house to be occupied in
the Riverside area. The Clarkes claim that they
may also be the family who have resided in the
same house for the longest period of time, they
left Thompson, and 7 Silver, in September, 1983.
The house on Silver must have seemed completely isolated from the rest of the townsite,.it
was surrounded by dense brush on all sides and
wild animals paid unexected visits. The Clarkes
report that it was not uncommon to see wolf or
moose tracks in the vicinity of the bush and, one
evening, they saw a lynx walking across their
backyard.
Once again the Thompson gumbo proved a
problem for tots and trucks alike during wet
weather or the spring thaw. The roads did not
have enough gravel on them to withstand heavy
traffic and, with many houses being built in the
new areas, trucks were often getting stuck with
their wheels mired up to the axles. The children
were not much better off. Charlie recalls the day
he yelled at his son for the third or fourth time to
get out of the mud, the tearful reply was, "But
Dad, I can't!"
Charlie tells the story of what happened when
propane gas was first used in Thompson, "Large
tanks were installed at the backs of homes, each
serviced a number of houses. I took my hat off to
one young worker who used his ingenuity to rid
himself of a number of the neighbourhood children who, because of the inquisitive nature of
children everywhere, were getting in his way.
This young man told the kids that he was setting
up root beer tanks and then suggested that the
kids run home to see if their parents would like
one."
A person talking to, or reading letters from,
people who were living in the Thompson townsite
from say 1958 to 1962ish would think that the sole
topic of conversation in those days was the
famous Thompson mud. If that same person
read the Thompson Citizen for 1960, they would
have a completely different opinion as to what
the average Thompsonite considered of importance. Thompson was isolated, no one can dis91

pute that fact, and the means of getting to town,
or leaving town, were strictly limited, controlled
even. There was no road to town, the airport was
suitable for a few private planes but not for large
commercial jets. The railway, Thompson's lifeline with the outside world, had regular, but
limited, service. Little wonder, then, that The
Citizen printed all the stories it could about
transportation. In the second edition of the
newspaper, the main stories were about the
installation of two hundred telephones on Tuesday, June 28, but also given prominence on the
front page was a sort of non-news concerning the
fact that work on the twenty mile stretch of road
to Paint Lake would probably begin soon. On
August 31, there was some 'hard' news concerning the Thompson Airport and its access road;
both were nearing completion and a spokesman
from Transair had confirmed that his firm had
finished arrangements relative to scheduled
flights to and from Winnipeg via The Pas and
Churchill. These flights would begin soon after
the airport received final government approval.
Train timetables appeared regularly in The Citizen. For some reason C.N. Rail kept altering the
times. A typical schedule, as printed in the Citizen dated November 2, 1960, reads:

Thompson School Auditorium.
A cordial invitation is extended to all.
Anglican Services
11 :00 a.m. Holy Communion, first Sunday of the
month.
11 :00 a.m. Morning prayer other Sundays.
Services are conducted each Sunday in the
Municipal building.
St. Johns United Church
Service 11 :00 a.m. every Sunday in the Strand
Theatre.
Roman Catholic Church
Masses
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. at the Theatre
4:00 p.m. at Foundation Camp
Monday: 9:00 a.m. at Harrison Camp
Strand Theatre
Thursday and Friday - Hercules
Saturday only - And Woman Was Created
Sunday midnight and Monday - Al Capone
Tuesday and Wednesday - Wake Me When It's
Over.
It may seem rather cheap to take pot-shots at
the early editions of the Thompson Citizen when
the publisher of that newspaper, in those days W.
H . (Duke) DeCoursey, is no longer here to
defend himself, but consider this. The Thompson
Citizen has lasted for twenty-seven years without
the financial problems that have caused other
newspapers in Thompson to knuckle under, so
The Citizen must be fulfilling the needs of its
readers. Also, Duke DeCoursey himself realised
the poor coverage and service he was offering to
the Thompson readership. This prompted the
move to install an office in Thompson at the
earliest possible opportunity. The move to the
Strand Theatre building on August 1, marked the
beginning of a reliable news service for the residents of Thompson.
Thompson was the topic of several news stories in the Manitoba press in the early sixties.
INCO also decided to promote the town at both
the Red River Exhibition in Winnipeg and the
Brandon Manitoba Provincial Exhibition of
1960. The exhibit was based on the theme
'Thompson - A Modern Family Town' and
displayed the working conditions at Thompson
together with photographs of the modern houses,
school, hospital, stores and recreational facilities
available to Company employees and their families.
Thompson was the subject of a C.B.C. documentary in the October of 1960. David

Here is the new schedule of C.N.R.
passenger train service for Thompson:
Arrives from The Pas: Tuesday,
Thursday, Saturday at 3:15 p.m.
Leaves for The Pas: Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday at 4:00 p.m.
Arrives from The Pas: Monday,
Wednesday, Friday at 5:25 p.m.
Leaves for Churchill: Monday,
Wednesday, Friday at 6:15 p.m.
Arrives from Churchill: Wednesday,
Friday, Sunday at 5:45 a.m.
Leaves for The Pas: Wednesday, Friday, Sunday at 6:35 a.m.
As if timetables like this were not confusing
enough, the readers of The Citizen had to
decypher movie schedules and church timetables
that could occupy the same page and fool the
unwary or indiscriminate peruser.
Church Directory
Thompson Bible Chapel. Welcome!
11 :00 a.m. Sunday School. Classes for all ages,
11 to 16.
7:30 p.m. Sunday evening. Evangelistic service.
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Cruikshank and Paul Guyot of CBC-TV were in
town for about ten days in the middle of September filming and taping both radio and television programmes on the town and life of
Thompson. The television programme 'Wilderness Oasis' was shown on the C.B.C. network on
October 22. Unfortunately for the Thompsonites
there was no TV station operating in the area at
that time so the only reports that they received
about the programme were from friends and
relatives on the 'outside'. The Thompson Citizen
gave a full report on the documentary which is
reprinted in detail for the simple reason that this
documentary is no longer in the C.B.C. archives.
In a letter to the Thompson Historical Society in
1984, a spokesman for the C.B.C. regrets that she
was unable to trace either the TV documentary or
the radio documentary 'Town in the Wilderness'
and states, "It would appear that they no longer
exist. "

phone call, helping her daughter Laurie
with a recording machine, then leaving
the house by car for Hudson's Bay and
the Thompson Pharmacy.
After this came a visit to the art
club with painters Mrs. Braedickow,
Mrs. Sinclair, Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Todd
and Miss Waschuk being seen.
Thompson Nickelites Orchestra
practice was shown at the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Calder with close-up shots of
sax group, trumpets and piano. A short
flash was seen of the ladies playing
bridge, embroidering, etc.
W. Newman was then taken as he
went along his daily work, and was seen
leaving home for work, going to the
change house, into the mine underground by cage-hoist.
There was a shot of the concentrator with a close-up of the rod
and ball mills and crane.
The general office entrance,
lobby, switchboard and laboratory
were presented in short pictures. Recreation was shown, hunting being
chosen as the sport. Mr. Newman was
seen going by car and boat with Mr.
Shaw on a proposed hunting trip. Very
good shots were shown of the bridge,
Burntwood River, with strong currents
making a picturesque sight.
C. Nesbitt was interviewed in the
administration building regarding the
future of the town, which was followed
with close-ups of the town as it is
showing the Strand theatre entrance,
Thompson Inn, The Royal Bank of
Canada.
The new Thompson hospital was
filmed both outside and in with the
reception room, wards, operating
room, administration rooms, etc.
shown.
Other businesses were then viewed
such as North Star Oil, B.A. Oil, Texaco Oil, Imperial Oil, Thompson Supply, with concrete trucks moving, the
microwave towers and Kelsey power
lines. New construction was shown
with new homes, the Catholic church,
new apartment blocks, curbs and sidewalks.
The film concluded with a farewell

The Thompson CRC Television Program
The television program 'Wilderness Oasis' was viewed across Canada
October 22, and many Thompson residents are hearing reports from the east
of the film. The show opened on the
theme of 'the frontier moves further
north each year' and pictured a small
plane flying north over bush country,
Kelsey Dam, lakes, muskeg and then
Thompson, with aerial shots of the
IN CO plant, administration building.
Next came ground views of various aspects of our town homes, C.N.R.
station with people arriving, a plane
landing on Thompson Lake,
Thompson Cartage moving furniture
into a new home, the school (outside
and in) with a grade 6 classroom with
Mrs. Hutchison the teacher, and
Sandra Delaney as the typical school
child. There were pictures of her at
school, at home doing homework, then
teenagers having a party in a basement
room.
There was a shot of the children
playing in the mud along with a look at
some mud in the streets.
Mrs. G. Adams was then seen in
her home talking to Mrs. Sherwin,
making food in her kitchen, having a
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there was no lack of entertainment for those
people who were prepared to try and entertain
themselves rather than demand to be entertained.
An official announcement from the Manitoba Department of Mines and Natural
Resources and the Department of Forestry
brought a sense of relief to 'shut in'
Thompsonites. The press release stated that the
two government departments, together with the
Department of Highways planned to develop a
summer resort at Paint Lake and access this
facility with a twenty mile road from Thompson.
At last, people with cars would have somewhere
to drive. Previously they had driven out to the
still-to-be completed airport and driven up and
down the runway in order to give the cars'
engines a chance to burn out the carbon buildup.
The official proclamation stated that, at Paint
Lake, "two beautiful beaches are included in the
initial development, which contains about one
hundred acres of mainland and peninsula. A
campsite is being established and cottage lots are
available." One man who did not bother to apply
for a cottage lot was Gordon Armstrong. He was
building a houseboat for his recreational
activities at the lake, and he hoped to have the
boat ready to launch on Paint Lake by 1st July,
1961. He made it!

flight over the town as the visitors
returned home from the 'Wilderness
Oasis' .
Thompson was not only recognised by the
national media, it was also recognised by the
University of Saskatchewan's Institute of Upper
Atmospheric Physics. In September, Darwyn
Samuels set up his camera on the roof of the
Monarch Lumber Company's main office building to take 'All-sky' pictures of the skies at
Thompson as a part of a series of such photographs by cameras stationed across Northern
Canada. The 16mm registering the movement of
the Aurora Borealis or Northern Lights was initially set up by Frank Hector, a technician with
the university, but then it became Darwyn's task
to adjust the camera to a standard time, time as
regulated from a closed circuit radio station,
WWV, Washington.
Although there was no regular TV or radio
station broadcasting to Thompson audiences,
there were still plenty of activities to keep the
Thompson residents occupied. The Legion Turkey Shoot was one of them. On Sunday, October
2, a crowd of about two hundred people drove
two miles along the new highway to a small gravel
pit where the range was set up. At the range,
twelve targets were raised and the contestants
were allowed to fire the .22 calibre guns specially
purchased by the Legion from a distance of
twenty-five yards. The contestants were permitted to use any stance while shooting. Two ladies'
shoots were held. Mrs. Neil Adams won the
trophy awarded by the Thompson Pharmacy and
Mrs. J. Rosa carried off the Cochrane-Dunlop
Hardware prize. The junior events were well
attended and many entrants were awarded passes
to the Strand Theatre for their endeavours.
The Strand Theatre changed shows twice a
week in order to give the residents as much choice
as possible and, in addition to this form of entertainment, there was a three-lane bowling alley in
the basement of the Strand building.
Dances were a popular form of entertainment
and, because of their popularity, were used as
fund-raisers for various organizations. The
Thompson Athletic Association sponsored a
series of dinner dances which were held every
second week in the Thompson Inn dining room
with a capacity crowd of fifty couples. The Boy
Scouts held several dances as well and these
dances, coupled with the fact that house parties
were still popular every weekend, meant that

The grand launching of the Armstrong houseboat, June 1,
1961.
Dave Armstrong.

As fall progressed the population of
Thompson began to think hockey. Otto
Braedickow of B. and B. Trucking, in conjunction with Quinn Construction, erected lighting
poles and rink forms for outside rinks.
Cochrane-Dunlop donated all the nails and
hardware needed for the project. Advertisements
were published in the Citizen for individuals to
follow in the footsteps of the public-spirited
firms and offer their services as coaches and
supervisers of junior hockey. Red Sangster, that
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Adams. The parade marked the first public
appearance of the Thompson Majorettes who
were led by Sandra Third, Betty Calder and
Cheryl Freed. The floats represented various
religious scenes with children taking the roles of
the characters in the Christmas story. No matter
what went before in the parade, special guest,
majorettes or the Christmas story on floats, what
people of all ages wanted to see was the Santa
Claus float. They were not disappointed. Santa's
sleigh was the one that had been used in previous
years and so was the Santa, 'DJ' de Jonckheere
again reprised the role. The sleigh used in those
early years can still be viewed each Christmas in
Thompson; the R.C.M.P. use it every year as
part of their decorations in front of their offices.
The second most successful aspect of the parade
was the appearance of the clowns. These clowns,
in civilian life, were known as Jack MacDougall,
Fred Dubery, Ray Smith, Morley McKenzie and
George Price. As with all such parades it was the
job of the clowns to amuse the crowds with their
antics and throw candies to the children; these
clowns performed both difficult feats commendably.
The school was not to be left out of the
festivities, an Open House Tea was held at the
school which had been decorated for the event by
the organisers, the Girls' Activities Committee
under the chairmanship of Diane Bindle and their
teacher-advisor, Isobel Hutchinson. Several
ladies of the community assisted the students in
their undertaking by pouring tea.
The Ladies' Community Club also held a
Christmas Party which culminated in the
exchanging of gifts under a sparkling, but pink,
Christmas tree.

well-known local sports enthusiast, was, perhaps, a little too enthusiastic when he decided to
grade the play area of the rink at Number 1
School. It was 3:00 a.m. at the time. The noise
awoke the Resident Administrator, who,
undecided as to whether or not this behaviour
deserved a reprimand, decided it was probably
wise to sleep on his decision, turned over in bed,
and the grading continued. All was not hockey;
Bunny Rickaby, a figure skating instructor held
regular instruction session on that very same
school rink.
As time progressed, the functions of the
Ladies' Community Club were incorporated in
other, more specialised, groups. The ladies were
then left with a sizeable amount of money that
they had raised for their programmes. It was left
to Greta Munn, the president at the time, to
suggest that the monies be used to finance a
library. The club received permission from the
School Trustee, one Carl A. Nesbitt, to use some
space in Number 1 School. All books and shelving were donated and the University Travelling
Library was housed there. This project was operated solely by volunteers and was the forerunner
of the Thompson Public Library.
The downtown Thompson Post Office
opened for business on Monday, 7th November.
Steve Bugera had a staff of five to help him with
his tasks; one of the five was "long time"
Thompson resident Elsie McGinnis. Steve
enjoyed his duties in the Strand building where he
rented out post office boxes to the town residents. No one seemed to expect the town to grow
as quickly as it did. The post office was no
exception; the supply of boxes was insufficient;
demand soon outstripped supply and the unfortunate Thompsonites still had to make the daily
trip to the camp site post office to collect their
mail.
The Christmas season was rapidly approaching and, with so many organisations in town to
provide entertainment and activity, the season
proved to be especially festive. Party time in
Thompson had come to mean house parties but,
by the time this December rolled around, everyone was expected to join in the planned activities.
The Thompson Athletic Association sponsored a Santa Claus Parade featuring floats,
majorettes and clowns. This parade wound its
way down Poplar Crescent and Juniper Drive,
the foremost car carrying the special guest for the
occasion, Jerry James of the Winnipeg Blue
Bombers, together with C. A. Nesbitt and Neil

Thompson before the building of Number 2 school (Riverside) 1960.
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Christmas had made his mark on the life of the
town, there were no shirkers, no free rides in
town. Those people celebrating a religious and
spiritual birth on that Christmas Day in 1960
were on the brink of another birth, the birth of a
fully functioning, independent township in the
vast frozen wilderness. A miracle birth, perhaps,
but a miracle that would be brought about by the
hard work and dedication of the handful of men
and women who had chosen this place for their
horne.

So ended another year in the new town, production activity at the mine site had begun, the
people of Thompson were beginning to expand
their interests to more than just the work, sleep,
work routine that had been a way of life in the
early years. The projected full production startup was less than three months away. Many of the
season's celebrants did not know this, many did
not care, many more would not be in town when
the nickel ribbon was cut to mark the official
opening of the site but, everyone in town that
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CHAPTER EIGHT
Production.
'Confusion now hath made his masterpiece. '
William Shakespeare,
Macbeth, II, iii.
Nineteen sixty-one seems so far away. Can
you remember the events of that year? The
promise of President Kennedy's inaugural
address when he declared "The torch has been
passed to a new generation"? The way that the
eyes of the world were on the United States of
America and the people's hopes were that a new,
more stable, more friendly international relationship would develop between the two superpowers. Hopes and dreams were dashed by the
news stories and headlines of April, 'Cuba', 'Bay
of Pigs Fiasco', 'Kennedy loses Face', all vying
for space with the story of man's first flight in
space. On April 12, 1961, Major Yuri Alekseyevich Gagarin rode the rocket-propelled
Vostock 1 on a single orbit of the earth. As if
mimicking the struggle between the Russians and
the Americans, the year's top movie was 'West
Side Story', a true American opera set amongst
the street gangs of New York City. Across the
Atlantic, in the city of Liverpool, a group of
scruffy young men were preparing for a gig at the
Cavern Club. The group called themselves 'The
Silver Beatles', but did not achieve fame until
they dropped some personnel and the 'Silver'
part of their name. In Canada, the population
was up to 18,238,247, the Federal Government
announced the sale of $362 million in wheat to
Red China (that's just under twenty dollars
worth of wheat for every man, woman and child
in Canada), CTV began its national broadcasts,
Trans-Canada and Canadian Pacific airlines
began their new jet services and the New Democratic Party elected Tommy Douglas as its first
leader.
Thompson was intent on more mundane matters. The time was rapidly approaching when the
nickel refinery in the plant site would be ready to
produce the first electro nickel from Northern
Manitoba, but before this could happen, like
mosquitoes to a sunbather, more and more people were flocking to the new town. Mrs. Hooge

was one of these people. She arrived in
Thompson in May, 1961, with her three children
to join husband, Earl, who had been a resident of
the tent town at the plant site since the previous
November. She vividly remembers the conductor
helping her aboard the passenger coach and asking, "Where are you going, Madam?" She
replied, "Thompson." "Quite so, Madam,
everyone seems to be going there these days. All
Aboard!" And so her journey (and adventure)
began.
The conductor on the train was right; everyone did seem to be going to Thompson in those
early years. Dr. Stuart Carey, who carried out the
INCO employment medicals in the basement of
the Cambrian Hotel in The Pas, recalls that,
when he was asked by Jim Parlee to take on the
job of medical examiner, he was told that he
could expect, at most, to supervise 2,200 medicals. "I had that many in the first six months,"
says Stu, "and now, twenty-seven years later, I
reckon I've carried out some 85,000 of them."
Stu has other recollections, too "I used to live
at the airport in The Pas," he says, "but, when
INCO called to tell me that my services were
required at the clinic in the hotel, I had to hightail
it down the eleven or so miles of road to the town
right away. On one occasion a forest fire was
blocking the highway, so I had to take a detour to
the north end of the lake and charter a plane to
take me to the south side in order to bypass the
blaze.
"The set up in the Cambrian Hotel left a lot
to be desired. Sheets were hung up to divide the
bare basement into cubicles. I never realised what
effect we had produced by this stab at essential
interior design until I heard two men talking after
I had completed their medicals.
"'How did you get on?' asked one,
"'Okay, I guess,' replied the second, 'but
don't you think those darn curtains make this
place look like a second-rate whore house?'
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"I never asked him how he knew, I just
assumed that he had the experience to pass this
judgement.
"I had many men attempt to hide their physical disabilities from me in their efforts to secure
employment. These disabilities ranged from failing eyesight to amputations, but the man I
remember most clearly was the one who didn't
try to hide anything - quite the reverse, in fact.
He insisted on showing us all he had. My nurse
handed this man a 'Urinalysis' stick together with
the standard instructions,
"'Pee on this, then bring it out to show me
the result. '
"The man obliged, but what he came out to
show her was far more personal and private than
a damp test strip. The poor girl went mailbox red
but she made sure that, in future, she explained
the urine analysis test in greater detaiL"
Among the arrivals in the early part of the
year were the Flemings. Bob had been working
for INCO since December 1, 1960, but Vicki did
not come to town with him at that time as their
two daughters both had chicken pox. At Christmas time, Bob returned home to The Pas and
they made the decision that he should quit his job
with C.N., they should sell their house and make
the move to Thompson. Their friends thought
that they were crazy.
New Year's Eve saw Bob back in Thompson;
at five minutes before midnight Bob called home
and talked for about fifteen minutes, tying up the
only phone line at the camp. He did not win many
friends with this behaviour but, as he says, the
rule was 'first come - first served'. By this time,
living accommodation was becoming scarce. The
Flemings had a choice between renting an apartment on Fox Bay or buying their own house,
should one become available. They were in luck.
Saturn Construction offered twelve houses for
sale one Monday morning; all that was needed
was for the purchaser to put up $3,000. Bob
bought Lot 28 on Block 58 or 152 Copper Road,
completion date was 1st March.
Vicki recalls the excitement and apprehension
that she and her daughters felt as they travelled,
by train of course, to their new home. When they
arrived in Thompson they received the news that
almost all new arrivals faced; their house was not
ready for occupancy. They were met at the station by Edna and Jim Jaeger, then driven to the
Jaegers' house on roads that were lined with eight
foot high snow banks. The Flemings stayed with
the Jaegers until their house on Copper was

finished, but more misfortune was to come, on
March 9, Bob smashed his hand at work. Dr.
Johnston put a cast on the injured arm and, the
next day, Bob was back at work. He was put in
charge of the tool crib as it was thought that he
could handle the work with one hand. However,
Bob found a use for the other hand too, he used
the cast to break open packing cases. After Dr.
Johnston had replaced the cast a number of times
and torn a strip off Bob for misusing the arm
each time, he finally put an extra thick layer of
plaster to prevent further injury to Bob's arm and
cut down the amount of rework needed on the
cast.
On March 12, the Fleming family moved into
their house. At lunch time Bob brought two
friends home for a home cooked meal; at supper
time he brought two more friends home. These
friendly acts were well rewarded. Later that night
the front door bell rang and a dozen men, all
friends of Bob's, walked into the house and, in
no time at all had moved all the heavy crates of
furniture and household belongings from their
storage place in the basement to the living area of
the house.
The month of March, however, belonged not
to the people arriving in Thompson but to the
reason these people were arriving in the first
place. On March 25, the mine and plant site were
officially opened and the first electronickel cathode was pulled in the Thompson refinery by Ray
Dunning and Doug Hunt. The INCO Triangle
had the story of the opening of the Thompson
complex as its main feature in its April edition.
The article is reprinted here in its entirety.

Official opening of the plantsite. C. A. Nesbitt and Dr. John F.
Thompson.
INCO.
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modern equipment designed to assure
efficient and low-cost operation.
Although compact, the layout is spacious and provides excellent working
conditions.
Hon. Duff Roblin, Premier of
Manitoba, Henry S. Wingate, chairman of the board of International
Nickel, and J. Roy Gordon, president
of the Company, officially signalled
the start of commercial operations.
This was done by the symbolic cutting
of a ribbon - appropriately of nickel
- at the shears in the refinery building.
Then shearing operations were started
to prepare for shipment to world markets the first refined nickel produced at
Thompson.
The Thompson project, of which
the cost to International Nickel is
approximately $130,000,000, is
exceeded in size only by the Company's
operations in Ontario. It will increase
Inco's annual nickel-producing capacity by more than 75,000,000 pounds,
bringing it to 385,000,000 pounds. The
plant consists of mine, head frame and
concentrator, smelter, refinery and
service buildings. The refinery employs
a new process which was developed by
the Company research scientists and
engineers. Power for the operations,
and for the adjacent new town of
Thompson, is furnished by the Kelsey
generating station of the Manitoba
Hydro-Electric Board, on the Nelson
River fifty-three miles to the northeast.
There are at present 1,800 employees in the plant. This figure will
increase soon to 2,300. The town of
Thompson has been planned to accommodate a population of 8,000 with
provision for expansion.
Premier Roblin said that "the
establishment of this new, major
industry is another step in the developing economic might of the nation.
Indeed, through its products it will
contribute to the advancement of the
free world. With the need to create new
international markets to sustain our
economic growth, the export of a
finished product - electrolytic nickel
- has important ramifications."

Charging the first starting sheets to the electrolytic tanks in
the refinery.
INCO.

'Commercial production of refined
nickel at the most modern and second
largest nickel operation in the world
got underway only fifty-one months
after plans for the project in northern
Manitoba were announced. Formal
ceremonies on March 25 marked the
dedication of the development, the
Thompson project of The International Nickel Company of Canada,
Limited.
Federal and provincial officials,
industrial leaders from the United
States, the United Kingdom and
Europe as well as from Canada, a large
representation of the daily, weekly and
technical press and prominent citizens
of Thompson participated in the ceremonies. There were 200 visitors in
addition to the local citizens.
The historic occasion coincided
with the seventy-fifth anniversary of
the start of mining at the old Copper
Cliff mine, and a visit to the Sudbury
district by Prime Minister Sir John A.
MacDonald and Sir Charles Tupper in
1886.
With obvious pride the Thompson
staff guided the distinguished gathering
on a tour of the world's first fully integrated nickel operation, which mines
the ore and processes it to pure nickel.
The $185,000,000 project made a
great impression on the visitors. They
saw a plant solidly built, using the most
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Mr. Wingate stressed that the project permitted the continuation of the
development and growth of the nickel
industry and at the same time strengthened Canada's position as the most
dependable source of nickel. Inco's
operations in Ontario, and now in
Manitoba, were ideally situated, he
said, to serve nickel consumers the
world over.
Others who spoke during the ceremonies, introduced by president J. Roy
Gordon, included Hon. Paul Comtois,
federal Minister of Mines and Technical Surveys; Hon. Walter Dinsdale,
federal Minister of Northern Development; Hon. Charles H. Witney, Manitoba Minister of Mines and Natural
Resources, and Robert Simpson,
federal member for Churchill. Leaders
of business and industry from the
United States, the United Kingdom and
Europe as well as from Canada, were
also among the guests. Congratulatory
messages received from government
officials in Canada, the United States
and the United Kingdom, included a
telegram from Prime Minister John
Diefenbaker.
Recalling the 'Company of
Adventurers into Hudson's Bay', who
three hundred years ago received a
charter to develop the fur trade in the
region, Premier Roblin said "now that
a lump of ore has replaced the fur pelt
as a symbol of the richness and the
potential of this great region, we pay
tribute to a Company of Mining
Adventurers - men who, without a
government charter or special privileges from the Crown, have paved the
way for the permanent development of
this frontier land.
"The impact of this great International Nickel development is farreaching. Basically, the 1961 output
from this mine, in conjunction with
new developments to our west, will
boost the total value of our metal production to three times what it was in
1960. It will double the value of all our
mineral production - metals, industrial minerals and oil- in a single year.
"The importance of this new ven-

ture goes much beyond that, INCO is
the great catalytic agent, the focal point
for further development and expansion
of the frontier."
Premier Roblin said that because
of Inco, world attention had been
riveted in the northland, the province
had experienced an accelerated program of exploration, had new employment opportunities and a new model
community. Manitoba had developed
power in the north and "because of my
government's practical desire to open
this great frontier economically, we are
undertaking a giant road-building program in this new area.
"We can look with some confidence to the further development of
this frontier, which is our future,"
Premier Roblin concluded. "And to
International Nickel go our thanks for
helping in large measure to open the
door to one of the great wealth-producing areas of Canada. "
"Thompson is a hope and an
ambition fulfilled," Mr. Wingate said.
"It is the handiwork of the strength of
minds and determination of many
hundreds of men working together
over many years, backed by the support and co-operation of the government of Manitoba. The decision in 1956
to proceed at full speed with the development of the project climaxed a
search for new nickel deposits in Manitoba that began ten years earlier. It
was a search that was long and difficult
and one which brought repeated discouragements. But Inco's pioneering
new methods of exploration, and its
willingness to take major risks in seeking workable deposits of nickel to add
to the world's supply, combined to
make Thompson possible. Thus have
our hopes and visions of yesterday
become today's reality. Now, the
Thompson development joins the
Company's other producing units in
Canada, the United States and the
United Kingdom.
"To all of those whose labors have
contributed to Thompson's development I extend the gratitude of International Nickel. Credit for the
100

have prepared ourselves for the job
ahead. International Nickel has the
same faith in the future of nickel that
has guided its production, research and
marketing activities over the years.
Since the discovery of the Sudbury
deposits in Ontario three-quarters of a
century ago, International Nickel has
developed more and larger markets for
nickel by stimulating the use of this
unique metal wherever its use was technically and economically sound. At the
same time, it has reached out with its
nickel into all the great industrial centres of the world on which the Company's entire business depends. Today,
on a much widened scale, we are seeking further to expand existing markets
and to create new markets the world
over. And we intend to succeed whatever the intensified competition from
other materials.
"As a result of continuing and
exhaustive research and of cooperation
with the scientists and technicians of
industry, nickel - once considered a
worthless metal- has become a significant contributor to the progress of our
time. It will be essential to the new
fields being explored by science and
modern technology. It has applications
in the Space Age that is already upon
us. With discovery of new properties of
the metal, new uses are developed, such
as in alloys for super-high temperature
applications. Altogether nickel will
give mighty service to the needs of our
exploding world population. Nickel
has a magnificent past, and its future,
symbolized by the Thompson development dedicated today, is bright with
promise."
Hon. Paul Comtois, federal Minister of Mines and Technical Surveys,
who was also present on October 20,
1957, when Premier Douglas Campbell
drove the last spike in the C.N .R. 30mile branch line to Thompson from
Sipiwesk, paid this tribute:
"We are witnessing today a most
important event in the growth and
diversification of Canada's mining and
processing industries. We also see
another step being taken in the enlarge-

accomplishment of a task that can only
be described as Herculean must go in
large measure to two men who are here.
With a sense of pride I say that they are
men of Inco. This most carefully
planned and solidly established industrial complex across a frontier of Canada's north is a tribute to their
magnificient qualities of leadership and
to their faith and perseverance in the
midst of a forest of enormous difficulties, frustrations and setbacks during
the years that have brought us to this
memorable day in the history of the
Company. I am speaking of Ralph D.
Parker, our second vice-president, and
James C. Parlee, vice-president. Both
men spent their entire careers in the
field of mining. Ralph Parker is the
chief pioneer responsible for the discovery of Thompson and the chief
architect of the Thompson project. He
and Jim Parlee have been its captains
from the start to finish. That these dedicated officers have done their job
superbly, I am sure you will all agree
from what you see. This day truly is
their day and the day of all those who
worked for and in cooperation with
them. We salute and applaud them."
"All of our new output from
Manitoba, a completely finished product in the form of electrolytically
refined nickel," Mr. Wingate said,
"must go outside of Canada to find use
in the diversified markets we are building in the United States, Europe and
elsewhere abroad. Although Canada is
the major producer of nickel - the
world's leading supplier, in fact - it is
a small consumer. Canada's own consumption is capable of supporting not
much more than one in every 40 pounds
of Canadian nickel-producing capacity. International Nickel, therefore, is
at once a mighty contributor to Canada's export trade, but is also mightily
dependent upon its international position.
"The completion of the Manitoba
project," Mr. Wingate declared, "provides the Company with more nickel to
sell than ever before, we have come
here to stay for a long time, and we
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ment of our geographic frontiers and in
the broadening of the country's economic base. It remains for me to extend
best wishes to all who will be engaged in
work here at Thompson. Regardless of
whether your association is with the
mining, processing or service activities
of this community, you will be making
a worthwhile contribution to an
important mining industry enterprise
and to Canada's welfare at large."
Hon. C. H. Witney, Manitoba
Minister of Mines and Natural
Resources had glowing words for the
Thompson achievement:
"Seldom has there been a development, here or elsewhere, that has
caught the public eye with the drama
and excitement of this mining enterprise.
"There is no need for me to
describe the economic benefits that will
accrue to all of us from this operation,
but I must point out that when the
International Nickel Company comes
into production at Thompson it will
almost double the value of our mineral
output in one year.
"It is important, however, to
emphasize the great psychological benefits that we will get. Here we have, and
those who have flown to Thompson
will realize the impact of this, a complete town and mine built up in the
middle of a great wilderness. Where
once there was nothing but forest and
wildlife, there is now an economic unit
second to none.
"This was accomplished by brave,
imaginative and hardy people; I refer
to the hundreds of men, and women
too, who did the work of building. You
have proved that remarkable feats can
still be performed in the north. Your
accomplishment will encourage others
to come into this country and develop
other enterprises for the benefit of
Manitoba. "
The ceremonies at the refinery followed a tour of the Thompson plant
area. Afterwards the guests visited the
shopping centre, the public buildings
and the carefully laid out residential
sections of the town of Thompson, two

miles away, one of Canada's newest
and most modern communities.
At a reception in the auditorium of
one of the new public schools, Dr. John
F. Thompson, retired chairman of
International Nickel and now honorary
chairman, presented to the town a large
mounted reproduction of the specially
designed medallion which commemorates the occasion. Both the town and
the adjacent plant are named in honor
of Dr. Thompson, whose continuous
service with the Company dates back to
1906.

Thompson is located on the
Burntwood River, on a picturesque
3,000-acre site provided by International Nickel, which also defrayed the
cost of town planning, utilities,
engineering and installation of such
basic facilities as underground storm
drainage and sanitary sewer systems, a
domestic water supply system, roads
and sidewalks, a sewage disposal plant,
a municipal administration building
and fire station, and the four completely furnished schools - including a
high school - to accommodate the
requirements of the town's growing
population. International Nickel has
also built and operates a modern fullyequipped hospital and a water treatment plant. Inco's contribution to the
development of the town is estimated at
approximately $8,500,000.
Houses are being built by private
contractors for sale or rent to employees of the Company and other residents
of the town.
Every street and public facility has
been laid out in accordance with a master plan which INCO arranged to have
developed by the Metropolitan Planning Commission of Winnipeg. The
serviced land and certain facilities
become the property of the Local Government District of Mystery Lake and
the District School Board when completed. By the resale of the fully serviced land for business or residential
purposes, it should be possible for the
town to expand without resort to borrowing, and thus keep municipal taxes
at a minimum. '
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The Triangle report was not written by a
Thompsonite; it did not mention the weather. It
should have. The weather was true to form for a
Thompson March; it snowed. The perverse
weather did have at least one of the visiting
dignitaries worried. Premier Duff Roblin was
anxious to get back to Winnipeg in a hurry, his
wife was in the hospital awaiting the arrival of a
baby. The Premier eventually accepted the offer
of a ride from Dr. Thompson and Ralph Parker
and set off with them in INCO's Beechcraft at
treetop level. The story has a happy ending;
Jennifer Roblin was born the very next day,
March 26.
There is no record of what steps were taken to
ensure that the honoured guests who toured the
town did not get their feet wet. Back in April,
1960, when the INCO Board of Directors visited
the townsite, sidewalks were hastily constructed
and laid in the places where the touring party was
to go. Reports state that the new sidewalks
'walked' away only hours after the visitors
departed. These same reports also state the
amazing fact that, almost overnight, wooden
sidewalks appeared at many Thompson homes
and several had wooden platforms suitable for
holding babies' playpens and allowing the
youngsters to get their first taste of fresh air that
year. Maybe the Company laid out sidewalks
again in 1961 but the market in instant wooden
sidewalks had been satiated in 1960; maybe the
1961 V.I.P .'s were taken only to those parts of the
residential area that had concrete sidewalks. The
reports are, unfortunately, silent on this matter.
Apart from the expected back patting and
high flown, airy words at the official opening of
the mine complex, it is clear that the overwhelm-

1960-1

1962 . 68
Thompson High School, 1962-68.
R. D. Parker Collegiate.

Number 3 school, Deerwood School, under construction.
School District of Mystery Lake.

ing emotion was one of wonder that such a project could have been completed in so short a time
and that is surely the miracle of Thompson.
In case the alert reader has spotted the piece in
the Triangle about the four Thompson schools
open in 1961 and is wondering why there has been
no mention of one elementary school and the
high school in the preceding chapters, the answer
is that the schools were in fact planned but not
complete. The Thompson High School was
opened for business in December 1961 and
Number 3 School (Deerwood) opened its doors in
September, 1963.

THOMPSON
HIGH SCHOOL

Thompson's first High School was in Number 1 school,
1960-61.
R. D. Parker Collegiate.

Thompson Airport, 1962.
Dave Armstrong.
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One service arrived in Thompson just twentyfour hours before the opening of the mining
complex. Regular scheduled air flights began on
March 24. They were a part of the Transair Ltd. 's
Winnipeg to Churchill route. The flights consisted of a daily (except for Sunday) DC-3 flight
arriving in Thompson at about noon from The
Pas and Winnipeg and the return flight leaving
Thompson at 3:20 p.m. and arriving in Winnipeg
at 7:05 p.m. The cost of air travel some twentyodd years ago is interesting. WinnipegThompson was forty-five dollars, The PasThompson was sixteen dollars and ThompsonChurchill was twenty-two dollars. Return fares
were exactly double the single rates.
One more item of news from the Thompson
region on that busy, news-filled weekend was the
rumour that INCO had made a discovery at Pipe
Lake some twenty miles south of Thompson. The
official word on the news story was that the work
being carried out at Pipe Lake was merely an
exploration shaft, although Jim Parlee did go on
to explain that the drilling of exploration shafts is
usually a good indication that there is expected to
be a find of some considerable proportions.
The sports scene was changing seasons in the
March of 1961. Exhilarated by the thought of all
that ice at Number 1 School, one hundred twenty
boys signed up with the Thompson Athletic
Association to learn and practise hockey skills
during the long, dark, winter months. Chairman
Don Gray and his hockey committee consisting
of Don Bruce, Mary McBurney and Wally
Leszczyszyn pronounced themselves satisfied
with the way the season had gone and thanked
the enthusiastic and eager coaches who helped to
keep the boys in order. The players had been split
into four leagues and age groups, Tom Thumb
for the six and seven year olds, Peewee (8-9),
Intermediate (10-12) and Junior (13-16).
It may seem that nothing happened in the first
two months of 1961; this would be a wrong conclusion to draw; every month in the new town
was busy. By January 4, the new business buildings of Thompson Cartage and Storage and
Milton Koutecky, both on Station Road, were
ready for public patronage. By February 15,
Thompson had its first neon sign, a bright red,
double outline sign with the words 'Thompson
Cartage' in two foot high letters. This sign was a
welcome addition to the business section of town
on Station Road, an area that was gradually
becoming a well lit thoroughfare.
Raymond W. F. Hunt came to town in Janu-

ary. His presence was soon felt as Mr. Hunt was
Thompson's first magistrate. Up until the arrival
of Magistrate Hunt, Carl Nesbitt had acted in the
magisterial role. Presiding at the bench at his first
court, Magistrate Hunt initiated the infamous
$54.50 Club. This club was restricted to people
who were found to be drunk and disorderly, the
fine was fifty dollars plus court costs of $4.50.
The club was not as exclusive as it should probably have been; in fact membership was quite wide
spread. It should be noted, however, that, when
offered, membership was accepted with good
grace.

"The Chiltern Hundreds" as produced by Thompson's first
drama group. L. to R. AI Berman, Louise Kitchen, Fred Price,
Margaret Price (Director), Dorothy Jarvis, Bill Taylor, Ruth
Chew, Ed Slychuk and Irene McNamara.
Margaret Price.

Thompson's first live theatre performance, "Five to FiveThirty", May, 1961.
Margaret Price.
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THE

CHllTERN HUNDREDS
A PLAY IN THREE ACTS
by

WILLL\M DOUGLAS HOME

CHARACTERS IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE:
THE EARL OF LISTER, (Lord Lioutenant). ..
. .. Fred Price
THE COli'!,\7ESS OF LISTER (His WIfe), , . . . .
. ...... Dorothy Jarvis
JUNE FARRELL (of the American Embassy). .
. .. Ruth Chew
BESSIE .......................................................... Louise Kitchen
BEECHAM
..... Al Berman
LORD PYM (Lord Lister's Son)..................
" Bill Taylor
LADY CAROLINE sr.nTH (Lord Lister's Sister). .
. ............. Ircnc McNamara
MR. CLEGHOR."l'..
. ............ Ed Slychuk
DIRECTED BY MARGARET PRICE
SCENE: The Sitting Room of Lister Castle. SUmmer 19.15.

ACT 1
SCENE 1. . . General Election Result Day, LUnch Time.
SCENE 2 ... The Next Morning. Breakfast Time.

ACT 2
SCENE 1 ... Saturday Evening, The Following Weekend, After Dinner.
SCENE 2 .... The By-EleCtion. Nomination D:1Y, Breakfast Time.

ACT 3

THE

(HltTERN HUNDREDS

SCENE 1. .• The By-Election Result Day. A Fortnight L:1ter. Lunch Time.
SCENE 2 .... The Same Evening, After Dinner .

•

PROMPTER:
lloyd Morris.
ELECTRICIAN:
Ian Sparling.
PROPERTIES:
Peg Knight.
MAKE-UP:
Marg. Buchanan.
ART:
Madeline Fregren.
TICKET SALES:
Greta Stecle,
Louise Kitcb~.

A Play in Three Acts

Monday and Tuesdaj,
January 29th and 30th

;'/F

Thompson High School Auditorium

SET and STAGE:
M. DcJonckheere.
WARDROBE:
Eileen Wilcox.
HAm. STYLES:
Ollie Koutec\.:y.
PUBLICITY:
A. pothakos.
L. Kitchen.
SOUND EFFECTS:
Dr. L. Rustigc.

Produced By Special Arrangement With SA:-'1UE:L FREXCH (Canada) Limitl'd. Tornot' •.
Production by Special Arrangement with SAMUEL FRENCH (Canada) LIMITED

for the best in

COOK~G,

HEATI:'>G, CAMPI!\G

HEATJ);'G, WATER

~;QUIP!I!E~T,

PROP,\:-;E

L1GIITP.\G, c,lll :Uld sec us at the 1'1:17.:1..

PHONE 7.2361

BEST WISHES TO THE
THOMPOON DRAMA CLUB
UPON THE
PRESENTATION OF
"THE CHILTERN
HUNDREDS"

hompson

olors

COCHRANE'S RETAil
Thompson Shopping Pltl.l.."l

VOLKSWAGON SAlES & SERVICE
fiRESTONE TIRE SAlES & SERVICE
GENERAL SERVICE & REPAIRS

lIARDWARE---GIFTWARE---SPORTING GOODS

Free Delivery

Phone 7-2354

I\.

Omcgn Watches, Fine Jewellery, Mo\'!c Cameras, QU:llity Leather Goods

II

A CKIIIO WJ.EDGEMEIIITS

THOMPSON JEWELLERY
PHONE 7-3620

THEATRE m,'LDtNG

HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY
...............
. ...... [or furniture
H. & H.CONSTRUCTION
.................
. ... for set construction
THOMPSON CARTAGE....
,..............
. ...... for trucking service
BROTHAN PArnTING..
. . . . . . .. . . . . .. . ... paint and curtain for procemlum ar~h
DR. L. RUSTIGE.. ...............
. ....................... sound effects
B. BAILEY..
. ............... for facIlities oiCercd for building set

OPEN 10:00 A.M. to ~OO P.M.

The Finest Sclcctlonof Records In }:orthcrn Manltob:l

THE MELODY RECORD BAR

Citizen
Details from the programme of 'The Chiltern Hundreds'.
Margaret Price.
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Also in January and no doubt driven by the
usual post-Christmas blues, a group of people,
under the chairmanship of Bill Taylor, met in the
home of Luke Rustige with the aim of forming
the Thompson Drama Group. This meeting followed a similar meeting just one month earlier at
which it was decided that there was enough interest in town to form such a group. A Board of
Directors was selected which induded, apart
from Bill, Florence Ricktick, James Dickie and
Armand Picard. The Thompson Ladies Community Club sponsored the drama group which
planned to present its first evening of one-act
plays on May 18, 1961 in the auditorium of
Number 1 School. Admission was by programme
only and the cost of that programme was one
dollar.
Dr. Rustige had talents other than medical
and thespian. Florian Soble recalls the time that
Luke arrived at the pharmacy by skidoo one very
cold winter night and suggested that a spot of
internal warmth might be in order. As Florian
puts it: "One spot of antifreeze led to another
and the good doctor got into a musical mood,
reached a toy, plastic ukelele off the shelf and
started to strum it. Luke was a music lover and
did not think much of the noise that was coming
from the instrument; he decided that pouring
some liquids such as acetone, carbon
tetrachloride and booze into the thing would
improve its tone. He began the experiment. I
suppose that all would have been well if the good
doctor had not felt the necessity of a cigarette
part way through his next rendition. He inadvertently dropped his match into the ukelele which
immediately burst into flames. Luke immediately
jettisoned the burning instrument, but threw it
right on top of a cardboard box which held my
day's takings. I'll bet no one has ever seen two
men scramble so hard to put a fire out. When it
was all over the boys at the bank and I managed
to piece together all but one indecipherable cheque. This incident became known by the
oldtimers for years afterward as 'Soble's Money
Roast'. No mere wiener roast or theatrical production could hold a candle to it for sheer drama
and excitement."
On 17th January another decision was made
to bring more law and order to town. The
Wabowden Detachment of the R.C.M.P. was
moved to Thompson and its name changed to the
Thompson Rural Detachment. This newly named
detachment was responsible for policing a designated area around the Local Government District

of Mystery Lake and this area included
Wabowden, Thicket Portage, Pikwitonei, Split
Lake, York Landing and Nelson House. The
Headquarters of this detachment were located in
a house at 20 Cobalt Crescent from the 1st April,
1961, until 1973. The founding members of the
detachment were Corporal Edward Webdale, in
charge, and Constable Errol Flynn. The early
researchers of this book have unearthed a penciled note against the name of the Constable that
. reads, 'Looked like him too!!'

R.C.M.P. offices at 19 Cobalt Crescent, Jan. 17, 1961.

Gilbert and Sullivan wrote that, 'A
Policeman's Lot is Not a Happy One'. One
officer, who is referred to as 'Doug' in the report
can bear this out. As has been mentioned many
times before, booze was illegal in the INCO
camps but the men usually found ways to smuggle the stuff in. The most popular method of
smuggling was to simply purchase a case of beer
at the hotel, open it up, fill pockets with the
bottles, take a cab back to the bunkhouse and
enjoy a cool drink while attempting to listen to a
transistor radio, or reading or something. On one
occasion Doug came across a man in front of the
post office at the townsite. He was unpacking a
case of beer and busily stuffing his pockets. Doug
was new to the force. He sidled up to the miner,
his cap pulled low over his eyes, his hands thrust
deep in his pockets and, in his best John Wayne
voice, said, "Hey! You can't do that!"
The miner unfolded himself to his full height
of six foot four and, with a massive fist, knocked
poor Doug cold.
When Doug regained consciousness both the
miner and the beer had vanished, but Doug had
learned his lesson. He never did wear the peak of
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receive a twenty-one-year lease for a cottage at
Paint Lake.
If sailing or fishing was not in a person's line
of interests then there were still some outdoor
activities in which they could readily participate.
Vickie Fleming, "On the weekends everyone
went for a ride to the gravel pile north of the city
and, on a nice day, the women roasted wieners
for the family while the men climbed the lookout
tower. After eating and socializing it was back to
town across the old Bailey bridge with its loose
planks - definitely not for the nervous or the
overindulgent. "
Vickie does not mention whether there were
fines imposed at these wiener roasts for talking
about forbidden topics. At private house parties
it was the custom to fine the men 25<J: every time
they mentioned work and impose a similar
punishment on the woman who wanted to discuss
babies.
The month of May saw the much heralded
Thompson Drama Group's production of two
classic one-act plays, 'The Monkey's Paw', by
W. W. Jacobs and Louis N. Parker and, as a
relief from this horror tale, a comedy with a
sensational twist at the end, 'From 5:00 to 5:30'
by Philip Johnson.
May also saw the formation of a Credit Union
in the new town. On 29th, Mr. Laurie Abbott
chaired a meeting of interested people and
explained the aims and ideas of a Credit Union.
He also outlined the benefits that a Credit Union
could bring to a small community. A motion was
passed that a Thompson Credit Union Society be
formed and elections of officers was completed.
Elected for a period of one year was Keith Sunley, while Cliff Alguire and Ken Woods were
elected for a two-year period. The Credit Committee was to consist of Mrs. Grindle, Mr.
Doman, Ray Wazny, Mr. McDougall and Bernie
McLellan and the Supervisory Committee had as
its members Mr. Harman (three years), Mr.
Grindle (one year) and Mrs. Denby (two years).
The proposed manager of the Thompson Credit
Union was Dennis Watson.
There had been several changes in the personnel at the various Thompson financial institutions in the preceding six months. One of the
newly arrived residents was Toronto-Dominion
Bank manager, James Dickie. He writes, "Perhaps Thompson will prove to be the last
'PIONEER' community in Canada. It was settled at a point in time before rapid transportation
and telecommunications permitted quick escape

his cap low over his eyes again nor did he keep his
hands in his pockets when talking in an official
capacity. Doug also learned that friends can be
cruel. For the length of his stay in town he was
referred to as 'canvasback' by his colleagues.
By the summer of 1961, the Paint Lake recreation area had become a must for the
Thompsonites although there were some disadvantages. Charlie Clarke remembers, "Paint
Lake played a major role in our recreational life.
Fishing has always been a favourite pastime and
hunting a sometime sport. Perhaps I was disillusioned in my hunting exploits by my experiences
with the rain and mud. On one occasion it took
me four and a half hours to travel from my home
at 7 Silver to the dock at Paint. Another dismal
memory is of the time I was with a friend on the
North Grass River when the rain started. This
time it took us two and a half hours to push,
shovel and tow the car from the dock to the
comparatively firm ground at the corner of
#391."
Mud and rain were not the only hazards at
Paint Lake. A party of nine became lost during a
Sunday boating excursion that summer. Gordon
Beard, together with his wife, daughter Holly,
son Billy and friend, Marion Jackson, were boating in a mini convoy with a second boat containing George Deary, Stan Butkevitch, Bob
Margerson and Steve Turman when they
encountered bad weather. Not only did the rain
and poor visibility separate the boats, but they
each lost their way. The Beard party was well
equipped for an emergency and so pulled into
shore and set up a camp. The other party was less
well prepared for the vagaries of the northern
weather. They also pulled into shore but, not
having the canvas, blankets and food that the
Beards had stored in their boat, they spent an
uncomfortable, unforgettable and damp night
huddled together under their boat. Police began a
search for the lost boats but, in the morning, the
navigators regained their senses of direction and
were able to guide their boats back to Paint Lake
beach without help from their would-be rescuers. No one seemed any the worse for their
adventure and the experience provided a good
talking point for the rest of the summer.
In spite of the mishaps and misadventures,
during the next year, cabin building began at
Paint Lake. The Nesbitts were the first to apply
to erect a cabin. They chose an island lot and the
Clarke family, who must have got over their
aversion to the mud, were the second family to
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fined to a hospital bed, trying to escape
home at 3:00 a.m. with fellow patient Andy
Moose, a native friend.
Opening the new T - D Branch in the
Thompson Plaza in 1961. This was considered sumptuous quarters after the makeshift original set-up.
The arrival of 'Crawley's Dollies', waitresses
at the INCO campsite, whose presence,
incredibly, improved the men's behaviour.
Short drives down the Paint Lake Road to the
point where the road ended, just twenty miles
out of town.
Meeting the train in order to pick up our basic
provisions from The Pas.
Becoming absolutely bored with hauling fish
out of the lakes with monotonous regularity.
Coping with the T -D staff members' loneliness during their 'volunteer' assignment in
the north.
Open-Air Commercial Hockey League
bloodbaths.
Completion of the Thompson airstrip in 1961
and the subsequent lUXury of flying vintage
1940 DC-3 aircraft with gaping holes in the
fusilage. "
In conclusion, James Dickie sums up his
time in Thompson in words, whose spirit is
echoed by many others who spent the early years
in Thompson:
"Times were prosperous and expanding
during our stay in Thompson and a special period
of fellowship existed that we have not since found
in subsequent travels. Therefore, each member
of our family remembers fondly our three year
experience in the North - where life was active,
friends were loyal and hardships accepted without grumbling.
"Oh that our country had more opportunities like that to offer the youth of today. "
Not only the banks made strides forward in
1961; other local businesses had fresh ventures in
mind for the new town. On 22nd. June,
Thompson Supply distributed quarts of milk,
free of charge, to every house in town. This milk
was produced at Frechette's Dairy in The Pas and
marketed by Arne Sorensen's Thompson Supply
who were now equipped with the refrigeration
facilities, staff and trucks necessary to handle the
distribution of the product. Milk delivery was,
originally, on a three-times-a week basis but
soon became a daily service. Everything did not
go according to the plans laid out by Thompson
Supply and the Frechette Dairy. A few days after

into the outside world. Certainly, on arrival in
Thompson after a twenty-four hour ride in a
frozen train from Winnipeg, our family of four
felt like legitimate pioneers.
"Jimmy and Barbara James (the original
Toronto-Dominion Bank manager and his wife)
soon introduced us to literally everyone living in
the townsite by the accepted practice of staging
three mammoth parties, one after another, in the
bank residence at 40 Hillside Crescent. The following week, George Firth, Senior Project Manager for the Foundation Company, reciprocated
by inviting us to his black-tie, formal dinnerdance in the new municipal offices. Live lobsters
were imported from the East Coast for the main
course. The catering, by the Quinn Construction
chef, was superb, an orchestra from the big city
was flown in for the occasion and a rousing,
entertaining evening was enjoyed by approximately two hundred local guests.
"My family, quite frankly, had no perception
of what lay ahead when the bank casually implemented our transfer to Thompson."
J ames goes on to summarize other highlights
of his stay in Thompson: " - Temperatures reaching a record -55°F
(-48.3°C)
Neighbour Blain Johnston losing his vegetable garden because of a severe frost in
July.
- A bobcat discovered by my wife, Adeleen,
in our garage.
A moose roaming down Hillside Crescent
then cutting through our yard on its way to
the Burntwood River.
The gearshift stick of a Karman Ghia
sportscar snapping like a twig at -40°F. (It
was repaired the next day by re-soldering.)
Brawls at the campsites on pay nights.
- Our three-year-old daughter, Cathie, con-

The Toronto Dominion Bank in the Plaza, 1961.

J. A. Dickie.
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their delivery around the town Modern Dairies
began delivering milk in the townsite.
It was not only in the field of dairy products
that there was commercial rivalry. In 1961,
Thompson saw the arrival of a new newspaper to
compete with The Thompson Citizen for the
reading public's attention. The new newspaper, a
weekly, was the Nickel Belt News and was from
the plant of the Northern Mail in The Pas. The
proprietors of this new paper were Grant and
Joan Wright; the offices they originally occupied
in Thompson were on Kelsey Bay and would,
today, be situated under the City Centre Mall.
The two papers ran in close competition for
several years. Not only did they compete for
readership by trying to provide better, faster and
more accurate news items than each other, but
they also had to compete for a limited amount of
advertising revenue. In 1967, the competition
ended when Duke DeCoursey and the Wrights
merged their two weekly papers and began to
produce, jointly, a daily Thompson Citizen and a
weekly Nickel Belt News. Shortly after the merger, Duke DeCoursey left Thompson for the
greener pastures of British Columbia. Grant and
Joan bought his interest in the newspaper publishing business in Thompson and became the
sole owners of Precambrian Press Ltd.
From as early as 1959 there were discussions
in Thompson about the formation of a Masonic
Lodge. In October of that same year, the Fort
Prince of Wales Lodge in Churchill offered
regalia and other equipment, The Pas lodge
agreed to act as a sponser for a new lodge and, in
March 1960, a committee was formed to look into
the necessary procedures. Meetings were held in
the Burntwood Curling Club during the summer
months. Then, in November, 1960, meetings were
moved to the Municipal Building. The group
decided that, until the new lodge was instituted,
they would call themselves the Norman Club and
not by the name they had chosen for their lodge,
the 'Mystery Lodge'. The institution of Mystery
Lodge took place on July 10, 1961 in the Municipal Building, one hundred four brethren were
present assisted by eighteen Grand Lodge
officers and past officers.
The fledgling organisation had several
minor annoyances and inconveniences in its initial months of operation. Room in the Municipal
Building was at a premium and all the Lodge
materials had to be stored in a box measuring
4 x 4 x 8 feet. Only Roy Buzza and Fred Dubery
had developed the expertise to pack everything

away in its rightful place and this qualification
gave them positions of high prestige among their
less talented brethren. Another problem arising
from the use by the lodge of the Municipal Building was the fact that, on some occasions, the days
of the lodge meetings coincided with the days that
court sessions were being held on the same premises. Sometimes the court proceedings would
over-run and the brethren were not sure whether
they would be able to hold their meetings on that
day. This was of particular concern as it required
a special dispensation from the Grand Master to
change a meeting date, on occasions, in order to
meet the regulations governing their gatherings,
the brethren would start their meetings very close
to midnight.
The charter members of the lodge read like a
list of who's who in Thompson in 1960. The
membership was: Gordon Wilbert Beard, Lawrence H. Bergman, Frederick James Boulter,
Elwood Roland Bradbury, Harold James Brown,
Wesley Roy Buzza, Leonard Ervin Cearns, Frederick William Dubery, Blyth Eccles, Robert Gordon Freed, James Roycroft Gordon, Ralph L.
Hawkins, Harold G. Hess, James Gordon S.
James, John P. Johnson, Marcel J.
deJonckheere, Harry Russell Jordan, Arthur
Ross MacDermid, James Arthur McLean, Ralph
Francis McLean, Carl Alvie Nesbitt, Ralph
Douglas Parker, Harry William Peterson,
George Osborne Price, James S. Quinn, James
A. Stevenson, Edward Summers, George Frederick Thompson and John Ralph Williams. The
first Worshipful Master of the Mystery Lodge
was Harry Peterson. In 1962 the lodge had its first
candidates for initiation - Arne Sorensen and
David D. Lyons.
With IN CO feeling strongly that they
wanted Thompson to be a town that would
develop a great deal of pride in its own achievements, they began, even as early as 1961 to
encourage activities that would display this sense
of pride. In June, when many of the areas of the
community were merely piles of mud annd clay,
or even just large excavation sites, an important
announcement was made. INCO was pleased to
sponsor a home owners' competition for the best
kept home grounds and gardens. A total of $275
in prize money would go to town residents and
the prizes would be awarded on the basis of 1961
home improvements. A $50 first prize was to be
awarded to the owner of the best lawn, further
prizes of $25, $15, $10 and five $5 were to be
awarded to the runnners up. Only lawns extend109

ing to the curb were to be judged. First prizes of
$25 were to be presented to the owners of the best
flower garden and the best vegetable garden with
runner-up prizes of $15, $10 and five awards of $5
in each category. The judges were told to look at
the decorative value of any trees and shrubs and
the varieties and abundance of flowers and vegetables. Carl Nesbitt was asked to look into the
feasibility of ordering shrubs and trees for interested parties to see if such items could be ordered
by the Local Government District on a cost reimbursement basis. Judges for this Grand Horticultural Event were Raymond W. F. Hunt,
William Angell, Marcel deJonckheere, Mrs. D.
E. Munn, and Miss June Scott.
The awards for the best in each category
were presented at the Municipal Building in
October by Jim Parlee. Both he and Carl Nesbitt
congratulated the participants on their efforts
and their success in managing to beautify the
townsite. Mrs. Munn announced the winners
who were, Best lawns: 1.) P. Nesbitt, 2.) B.
Wood, 3.) H. Sinclair, 4.) J. Langin, 5.) G.
Samuels, 6.) H. Hess, 7.) H. Blais, 8.) J. Charette, and 9.) W. Erickson.
Best Flower Gardens: 1.) Mrs. W. Chaddock, 2.) Mrs. R. Freed, 3.) Mrs. A. Thornborough, 4.) Mrs. H. Boucher, 5.) Mrs. A. R.
Smith, 6.) Mrs. W. Munn, 7.) Mrs. H. Sinclair,
8.) Mrs. D. Deslauriers.
Best Vegetable Gardens: 1.) Dr. Johnston,
2.) H. G. King, 3.) Mrs. W. Chaddock, 4.) C.
Goddard, 5.) H. Boucher, 6.) Mrs. J. Langin, 7.)
E. Thorkelsson, 8.) S. Swanson.
The Thompson Rotary Club was founded
by 29 young and eager professionals on June 7,
1961, just three weeks after their initial meeting
on May 18. Charter night was June 24 and the
celebrations were held in the Cedar Room of the
Thompson Inn for the more than one hundred
people present including the twenty-six charter
members. Members of the sponsoring club, The
Pas Rotary, and Rotarians from Flin Flon
arrived by plane and train to join in the festivities. The District Governor, Charles M. Dunn
of Regina, presented the charter of Rotarians
International to Thompson President John Zonneveld and Canada's newest Rotary Club was
born. Following the presentations, the banquet
and the programme, the assembled guests were
entertained by the Thompson Nickelites. Charter
members of the Thompson Rotary Club included
J. Zonneveld, Dr. Johnston, W. Angell, G.
Fisher, A. G. Alder, A. Sorensen, L. Chew, B.

Eccles, R. Hunt, T. Suchy, J. Stevenson, A.
Beckman, J. Knight, A. Picard, W. Munn, O.
Bindle, A. Baker, O. Braeddickow, G. Beard, L.
Abbott, F. Bonnett, G. Samuels, L. Cearns and
J. Thiessen.
Through the following years the Thompson
Rotary Club maintained a high profile within the
community both through various fund-raising
activities for community projects and also its
willingness to pitch in with manpower whenever
necessary for the good of the community. The
first major project that the club undertook was
the formation of the Rotary Fair held in the
parking lot opposite the Thompson Inn on
Dominion Days from 1962 until 1965. The success
of this event led to the formation of the Nickel
Days Festival that is now a permanent feature of
the Thompson calendar on the second weekend
in July. Another early project was the development of Rotary Park on Deerwood Drive. This
provided the area with a wading pool and playground facilities. At a later date, this park was
turned over to the City of Thompson Recreation
Department.

The opening of the Rotary Park, 1962.
Mrs. J. A. Dickie.

Over the years, the Rotary Club has provided thousands of dollars annually to local projects such as the Y.W.C.A. building, C.A.M.R.
Juniper Centre, the Norplex Pool, R. D. Parker
Collegiate Symphonic Band uniforms and
instruments, equipment for the Thompson General Hospital and the Scouting organizations.
The Rotarians have acted as sponsors for many
community events, including 'Up With People',
visits from the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra
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and the Chinese Magic Circus. The club also
maintains a high school graduating scholarship
and sponsors a large group of foster children as
part of its international service programme.
The most recent Rotary project has seen the
development of the exploration camp at Moak
Lake into a resident camp and recreational area
for youth. In addition to the development of a
museum at the site, the camp has provided a
park-like setting with modern facilities, which is
open to all youth groups in Thompson.

Local Government District. The money for the
paving project was allocated from the L.G.D.
capital account. This fund had been built up
from the sale of business and residential properties and from the interest accrued from those
sales.
The Henderson family arrived in town on
August 10. He was employed by Thompson Gas
Ltd. They settled in quickly, although they found
it difficult to buy a house at first. Eventually they
did manage to purchase a property on Beaver
Crescent and from then on they found
Thompson life extremely busy but always enjoyable.
Mr. Henderson served on the volunteer Fire
Services and has a story that shows how the lack
of telephone facilities complicated matters. "A
fire call came in - Fire at The Hudson Bay. I
went down and met some other volunteers at the
Bay but none of us could find the truck or the fire
nor even anyone who knew anything about the
existence of a fire. We gave up and I went home.
There was the fire truck, parked in front of my
house. The message that came through should
have been 'Fire behind Martin Bay' (this street
backs on to Beaver Crescent). My wife, Norma,
had company for breakfast that morning."
The Hendersons go on to say that,
"Although our residence in Thompson was
shorter than many, we were happy there and have
kept in touch with some very special friends. We
have been back many times and noticed that
some things don't change - the size of the
ravens, the snow banks piled high at the intersections, the quick change from pouring rain to
bright sunshine and, of course, the bone-chilling
cold on a still night. We know that -40°F is the
same as -40°C but, in Thompson, it does feel
colder than anywhere else we have been."
August of 1961 also saw the formation of
another new subdivision of the town. The
planned location of this area was between the
'West Loop' and the Burntwood River which
probably gave rise to the name of the subdivision,
Westwood. As with the other areas in town, the
land was developed under the agreement between
INCO and the Manitoba government and deeded
over to the Local Government District with clear
title. In turn, the L.G.D. sold the land at prices
outlined by by-law. All money received went
towards community improvement projects such
as the paving project mentioned previously.
Most stories of the beginnings of Thompson
have humorous sides to them. Large number of

The Dickies' house on Hillside Crescent, no paving, only
stakes.
Mrs. J. A. Dickie.

Townsite road construction, 1959.
Arne Sorensen.

On July 20, the news was released that J. S.
Quinn Construction Ltd. of Winnipeg had won
the contract to pave streets and main roads within
the local administrative area. Quinn bid $420,770
for the contract which called for fifteen miles of
paving over a period of three years. Eight firms
from Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Ontario had
bid for the contract, Quinn's bid was the lowest,
the highest was $1,066,100. Quinn expected to be
able to complete roughly one third of the contract
in 1961 at a cost of approximately $165,000 to the
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stories are told by people who look back with a
fondness on the days gone by and recall the
feelings of kinship and friendliness that the residents of the new town shared. Mention has been
made of the town dwellers and the construction
workers being pioneers of Canada's last frontier.
This view, although seemingly over-romantic, is
probably nearer the truth in describing how, and
at what personal cost, Thompson came to be. If
Thompson did have its pioneers then the
Hetherington family should be considered
among their numbers.
Roy Hetherington left The Pas in the fall of
1956 to work for Paddy Harrison Construction at
Moak Lake. In 1959 he made arrangements with
INCO to purchase a house at the Thompson
townsite. On December 8, 1959, Ray's family
joined him in town, their first home being on
Cypress Crescent. Two children, Sandra and
Gary started school at Number 1 School, just
across the street, and soon made many friends in
the neighbourhood.
The reminiscences of those early days have a
familiar ring to them. The Bay was the only store
until the Plaza was built. There was not much to
do for entertainment so there were a good many
house parties. Roy picked up the mail at the
campsite until the Post Office was built in town.
In the spring rubber boots were mandatory;
boots were always getting stuck in the mud and
lost; the Strand Theatre had specially constructed, unique racks which seemed to hold
every rubber boot bought in Northern Manitoba.
The cold weather did not phase the
Hetheringtons one little bit; they had lived in the
North since 1946.
In 1960, the second school was built and
Sandra and Gary transferred there; a third child,
Ricky, started school in the fall of '61. By this
time Roy had been working for INCO for nearly
eighteen months. On May 6, 1962, tragedy
struck. Gary Hetherington was accidently shot
and killed; he was a mere twelve years of age.
The Hetheringtons moved to 286 Juniper
Drive in November, 1963, which was the family
residence until Roy and Effie moved to Rossburn
in 1980. Nineteen sixty-six saw Sandra marry
Sterling Cole. Their four children Kelly, Brian,
Karen and Tammy were all born in Thompson
and, from 1968, they all lived next door to their
grandparents on Juniper Drive.
Tragedy had not deserted the Hetherington
family. Younger son Rick started work for Manitoba Hydro in the spring of 1973. On July 16, of

the same year he was dead, victim of a drowning
accident in the Burntwood River. Rick was buried at Thompson where he had spent the larger
part of his life. His brother Gary was interred at
The Pas, where he had spent the majority of his
childhood.
Sandra and Stirling decided to leave town
and, in July 1973, they left to spend some time in
Prince Edward Island. After Roy had taken early
retirement from INCO in October of that same
year, he and Effie moved to the South for their
retirement. In spite of the bad memories they
have of the deaths of their two sons, Roy and
Effie still cherish the friendships they made during their stay in Thompson and admit to feelings
of sadness at leaving the town that gave them so
many bittersweet memories.
The March of 1961 had seen one unique opening ceremony, that of the largest integrated nickel
refining complex in the world. The November of
that year was to see a second unique opening, not
as costly or as complicated in design and planning
as the IN CO project, but an opening that had
long been awaited by the residents of the northern mining town. On November 2, 1961, the
Thompson Plaza was officially opened for business. Congratulations abounded, The Thompson
Citizen and The Nickel Belt News carried advertisements from out of town businesses wishing
Thompson businesses every success in their
endeavours. Thompson Cartage, Thompson
Supply and Thompson Motors paid for a full
page in the Citizen to make the following
announcement.
"Hi, Neighbours!
It's always a happy occasion to
welcome new neighbours to our business community. This week's Official
Opening of the Thompson Shopping
Plaza is an event which will never be
duplicated in the history of our own
model town, Thompson. It is our good
fortune to witness this Official Opening, as so many people with optimism
and faith in Thompson's future are
located under one big roof to serve the
community well.
A hearty Thompson Welcome to Each
of You!
*Bata Shoes
*Bank of Montreal
* Cochrane's
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patches can, in extreme cases, collapse. At the
best the building will tilt, the walls will be out of
alignment and plaster work and brick work will
crack.
The traditional methods of dealing with melting permafrost involved the use of deep piles or
floating piles. The cost of deep piles for a structure the size of the proposed plaza was prohibitive and floating piles were deemed inadequate
for a building of that size. Different methods of
coping with the permafrost had to be found.
Ingenuity abounded. One suggestion which was
given serious attention was the idea of burning
coal on top of the ground in order to melt the
permafrost patches. After a great deal of consideration this idea was abandoned as the initial
outlay was over $60,000 for the coal and success
was far from assured. The answer to the problem
of constructing a building of such a size on an
unstable foundation was found in engineering
papers published in the United Kingdom and
Scandinavia but never before tried on the North
American continent. The method called for the
erection of steel pillars with built-in levelling
devices. Hydraulic jacks were used, to ensure
uniform settling of the building as the permafrost
'fingers' melted. This method of construction led
to many fanciful descriptions of The Plaza, 'the
floating shopping centre' and the 'Plaza that rolls
like a sailor' being among the most colourful. In
the event, it took about four years for the permafrost fingers to completely melt and, for all of
that time, the jacks were adjusted in order to level
out the foundations. The method of construction
dictated the materials used in the building of the
100,000 sq. ft. (9,300 m2 ) plaza; around the steel
pillars and steel framework were metal-panelled
outside walls. The overall dimensions of the
structure were: length 400 ft. (122 m), width 240
ft. (73 m). The fronts of the 38 store units faced a
central plaza which had an area of 9,600 sq. ft.
(3,000 m 2 ). Above the store fronts were 9 ft. (2.75
m) high glass walls or 'stolen windows' through
which light entered and was diffused throughout
The Plaza, there were no outside windows in the
building. Two 80 horsepower boilers provided
hot water heating through the entire area and this
proved sufficient to shield the customers entering
through the canopied entrances or the 40 ft. (12.2
m) main entrance from the expected winter temperatures of -50°F (-45.5°C).
The contractor for the building of The Plaza
was, of course, Malcolm Construction. The
owner, W. G. Malcolm, insisted that forty below

*Canadian-Imperial Bank of Commerce
*CESM-TV
*Chez-Continental Hair Styles
*Eaton's
*McKinnon Jewellers
*Michelles' s Bakery
*Simpson-Sears Ltd.
*Shop-Easy
*Thompson Cleaners Ltd.
*Thompson Gas Limited
*Thompson Pharmacy
*Thompson Plaza Barber Shop
*Toronto-Dominion Bank
*F. W. Woolworth Co. Ltd."
Two names are missing off the list: those of
the Manitoba Liquor Commission, who moved
their outlet to the Plaza on November 6 and so
were not present for the opening and, more
remarkably, the name of Byron Watt's enterprises 'Riverside Realty and Travel Agency'.
Duke DeCoursey realised the omission and that it
was his oversight that had caused it and printed
an apology to the sponsors of the advertisement
and, also, to Byron Watt.
The building of the Thompson Plaza deserves
a book to itself, nothing like it had ever been
attempted before and, as with all the large constructions in Thompson (as well as many houses)
the villain of the piece was permafrost.
The idea of a one stop shopping centre for
Thompson started with E. D. Cooper of Shop
Easy. He discussed this scheme with L. T. Hurst,
President of Capital Developments (Manitoba)
Ltd. and, at the urging of Mr. Hurst, then
approached the Thompson administrator, Carl
Nesbitt. Carl was enthusiastic about the idea; it
fitted in very well with his concept of a new town
being built along modern lines with no compromises. Mr. Hurst, after the completion of the
plaza project, gave credit to the hundreds of
people who had combined to meet the challenge,
"Without the guidance of such men as Carl
Nesbitt, E. D. Cooper and James Parlee," he
said, "I am sure that this project would have
presented many more obstacles."
Permafrost. To the north of Thompson the
land is perpetually frozen, to the south, there is
no frost. In Thompson itself, there is permafrost
but there is also land that thaws out every spring.
The isolated patches of permafrost can be thawed
by the heat leaking from a new building. The
parts of the structure that are resting on these
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ule. A special dais had been constructed in the
open area inside The Plaza and, at 12:30 prompt,
the grand opening began. The ribbon cutting was
carried out by Hon. Gurney Evans representing
the Manitoba government and other speakers
included J. C. Parlee for INCO, L. T. Hurst for
Capital Developments and C. A. Nesbitt who
spoke on behalf of the townspeople. As if to cock
a snook at the storm that had attempted to delay
the proceedings The Plaza was decorated with
beautiful displays of out-of-season flowers that
had been flown in especially for the occasion.

was "dandy" weather for construction and the
record of the Company would seem to prove it.
In a period of three years the Company were
contractors for the following buildings: - Manitoba Telephone Service Building, Manitoba
Power Commission Building, C.N .R. Station,
C.N.R. Freight Building, Thompson Hospital,
both elementary schools, Thompson High
School, Mystery Lake Administrative Building,
the addition to the Hudson Bay Store, the sewage
lift station, the Microwave Building, the Union
Carbide Building and the Thompson Medical
Clinic. Excavation began in the October of 1960
with the result that the prepared site was ready
for construction in February, 1961. One-fifth of
the two-acre site was enclosed in plywood boarding and heated with gas heaters while concrete
footings were poured and allowed to set. The
boardings were taken down, then moved to the
next fifth of the site. Capital Developments later
estimated that seventy-five percent of the exterior structure was completed under winter conditions.
The problem of permafrost did not take long
to appear. Soon after the Toronto-Dominion
bank moved its vault to the Plaza, some of the 150
steel pillars had to be adjusted by about 3liz (9
cm) with the 50-ton hydraulic jack. The parking
lot of the Plaza also presented a problem, said L.
T. Hurst, "We can't begin to lay blacktop for at
least two years. We have to wait that long for the
permafrost fingers to expire." It is not recorded
if the builders of the Plaza utilised an old carpenters' trick to keep their hands warm in the middle
of a northern winter. It is said that, when the
Hudson Bay Commissary was being built, the
men would keep their hands warm by filling their
pockets with hot nails.
Even after the permafrost had been defeated,
the northern Manitoba climate was determined
to make its presence felt. Capital Developments
chartered an aircraft from Transair in order to fly
representatives of the various companies renting
space in the new Plaza together with government
officials and directors of Capital Developments
to Thompson for the opening ceremonies of that
Thompson Shopping Plaza. As luck would have
it, on the Thursday morning that the opening was
to take place, a storm blew across the area and
the Thompson personnel were unsure as to
whether the official ceremony would, in fact,
take place. Like the permafrost problem, the
weather threat was overcome and the aircraft
landed at the Thompson Airport right on schedII

The Bailey family, Jeffrey, Barclay, Sheilagh, Jan Barry and
Shawn, 1962.
Sheilagh Bailey.

Chez Continental, opened Nov. 1961 in the Plaza. Proprieress Sheilagh Bailey.
Sheilagh Bailey.

The Plaza had a new resident manager, J.
Barry Bailey, who arrived in Thompson in June.
Barry's wife, Sheilagh, and their four children
did not reach town until October. Barry filled the
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intervening months with such pursuits as learning
to flatten horseflies with a two by four, known in
those days as a 'Thompson Flyswatter'. Barry
also finalised his plans for 'Chez-Continental
Hairstyles' a beauty salon to be situated in The
Plaza. Barry made a mistake. He did not realise
what effect the winter conditions would have on
the ladies of Thompson. Very few women would
venture out at -40 0 to have their hair cut and set
no matter how warm and luxurious the Plaza
maybe.
Barry was not the only member of the family
to underestimate the Thompson weather. Sheila
arrived in October, dressed to the nines, including open-toed shoes, in the middle of a snow
storm. The Baileys then joined the vast number
of new Thompsonites who found that their
houses were not yet ready for occupancy and
their furniture had not yet arrived in town. The
Baileys were, in a way, lucky. There was a house
available on Copper Road. The only fault it had
was that the basement was missing (another sad
victim of permafrost). The Baileys nonchalantly
set up house utilizing furniture and appliances
loaned by their good neighbours Don and Ester
Morgan and stayed on Copper until their house ,
was completed on 15th December.
As Sheilagh said, "We enjoyed our two years
in Thompson immensely. We had a ball." The
family was active in the Presbyterian Church, the
Rotary Club, the Chamber of Commerce and
bowling. Barry also started another retail venture; he began a children's wear shop with Bill
Harrison. They called it 'Tom Thumb Thompson Ltd.'. Barry had other ideas, too. She
stated, "Barry and Don Morgan decided, one
night, that they should do something to beautify
Thompson. Their notion was to load shotgun
shells with red, green, yellow and blue paint and
go out to shoot the 'Thompson Turkeys'. The
scheme was excellent, but their aim was pathetic
and Thompson had to endure another drab,
colourless winter."
The opening of the Plaza did not end with the
appointment of a manager or the cutting of a
ribbon; the opening of such a welcome facility
was seen as the reason for a party and partying
had been a Thompson tradition since 1958. Three
days of celebration climaxed in a dance held in
the Plaza itself on the night of Saturday, 4th
November. The Thompson Citizen reported,
"The three-day celebration that
marked the official opening of the
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Tom Thumb, a store in the Plaza, 1962.

Thompson Shopping Plaza was concluded on Saturday with a communitywide dance in the mall of the new
Shopping Plaza.
The evening was one of the most
successful in the history of
Thompson's social events. Eight hundred and more attended, the crowd was
neatly dressed and so very orderly yet all enjoyed the hospitality of Capital Developments and the businesses
of the Shopping Plaza so much as they
danced to the music of the Denny Larson's Moonglows and George
Bassilio's Combos.
The celebration was a financial
success, too. Business people of The
Plaza donated beautiful prizes which
were drawn for at Saturday night's
dance. Two-bit tickets were sold in a
terrific volume, and proceeds from the
sale of dance tickets and from the sale
of tickets for the draw totalled about
$1500 which will provide working capital for Thompson's new Community
Activities Organization.
The CAO had on display models
of a suggested Thompson community
centre prepared by the provincial government's town planning board. From
the interest expressed in the models and
by the act that 400 people filled in
questionnaires concerning the recreational facilities they would welcome, it
is obvious that there is a very great need
in Thompson for a proper community
athletic and recreational centre. "

As well as the official and newspaper reports
of The Plaza's opening, many people remember
the event personally and for various reasons.
Douglas Ross recalls it this way: "I arrived in
Thompson in 1961 to open a branch of the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce in the new
shopping centre that already housed the Bank of
Montreal and the Toronto-Dominion Bank. The
Royal Bank of Canada was also established in
town but their offices were unfairly situated
beside the one and only hotel.
"At the party following the opening of the
shopping centre, we merchants feared that some
over exuberant merrymakers might throw their
empty beer bottles at the plate glass windows of
the stores after the bar was closed. We were also
determined to set a reasonable standard at the
party and so I was instructed to tell the party
goers who bought their tickets at my booth in the
entrance hall that if a person was not properly
dressed (and that included shoes, shirt and tie)
then I could not sell him a ticket for the dance. I
got a good many nasty comments and not much
cooperation from the men, (I am 5 foot 2 inches
tall and wear glasses) until two R.C.M.P. officers
came to stand behind me. Then I was able to
point out that anyone not conforming would be
put in jail. Needless to say everyone was impeccably dressed and no beer bottles were thrown at
the windows."
So ended another first in a year full of firsts.
Most of the town's retail businesses were now
located in one place, convenient for the public
but convenient for the retailers themselves on
occasion. Florian Soble remembers that one day,
as he was busy filling prescriptions at the pharmacy, a baker from the bake shop (Florian cannot or will not remember his name) rushed into
the store and asked Florian to step into the stockroom for a private talk ... FAST! No sooner
had the stockroom door been closed than the
baker dropped his pants and shorts revealing a
very red backside, he had backed into the oven,
thus giving entirely new meanings to the
expressions 'burned his buns' and 'getting behind
in his work'. Florian administered some soothing
burn jel and sent him happily back to work.
Florian also recalls that he did not move his
business to the Plaza in November; he moved in
ready for business on 1st September. Florian,
"To help us move from The Strand Building to
the Plaza, we had Wilf Gies, his son Phil and
their half ton truck. We moved all the stock in
one day and night. On the next day we were

filling prescriptions by flashlight; the Plaza was
still without electricity and remained so for the
next three days."
It would seem that after the excitement of the
previous months, December would be something
of an anticlimax. Not so. December also provided some memorable firsts for the new town.
Television came to town in the December of 1961.
CESM-TV, which operated from offices in the
Plaza began closed-circuit TV broadcasts; their
advertising promised the best of westerns, the
funniest comedies, N.H.L. Hockey and the Grey
Cup. In today's Thompson there are many people who complain about the initial cost of the
hook-up for cable TV. Take heart, in 1961 the
installation cost was 'only' $125. If a one year
contract was signed the cost of renting the
CESM-TV service was $9.00 a month which covered the cost of installation, maintenance and
purchase of shows.
On December 6, the Thompson Chamber of
Commerce was organised and its first president,
R. W. F. Hunt elected. The Chamber began what
seemed at the time a futile task, that of putting
Thompson on the map. A Chamber publicity
campaign was helped by an article in the CIBC
house magazine published in late 1963, written by
Doug Ross. It read as follows:
"We want to put Thompson on the
map. Our neighbouring town to the
north, Churchill, is always shown on
the full sized map but, in most of the
others, Southern Manitoba is shown in
great detail and the Northern part of
the Province is cut off. When one
moves to Thompson one's friends write
to console and tell you that they cannot
locate the town. They always assume
that it is a whistle-stop somewhere
north of Winnipeg. This, of course,
hurts one's pride and causes the local
Chamber of Commerce to discover a
few more grey hairs.
Thompson is young but there is a
population of around six thousand at
the present time. The International
Nickel Company of Canada has a large
mine and refinery that employs 2,200
people. There are four banks (with
another one opening soon) and two
loan companies. If you like competition, you have it here. Imagine four
banks in the one enclosed Shopping
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Plaza, all within 150 yards of one
another. The other bank is two blocks
away and has the advantage of being in
the same building as the Cocktail
Lounge and Beer Parlour (the only
ones in town). We call this unfair only
because we did not get there first.
Thompson is different, it is a town that
was planned from the first. INCO discovered ore in the area and designed
their mine and refinery. The Provincial
authorities drew up plans for a model
town and set up the building codes and
restrictions. The C.N.R. built a spur of
thirty miles from the Hudson Bay Railway and then things started to move as
the heavy freight was brought in.
Thompson started without the shacks
that are common to most Northern
developments, some new houses were
built for rent, but all complied with the
regulations of the National Housing
Board. The Bank of Montreal and the
Toronto-Dominion Bank occupied
two of the original homes and did their
banking in the living rooms, their
cooking in the kitchens and had their
staff living upstairs in the bedrooms.
They both sent staff out to the camps
twice to run two offices. The Shopping
Plaza was completed in September 1961
and we (the CIBC) moved in about two

Snow piled up against the Plaza following the storm in
March,1965.
George Buchholz.

Brisk business at the Toronto Dominion Bank. Customers:
Cliff Alguire, Elden Arbuckle; staff: Jimmy James (Manager),
Dick Balog, Dan Bereza and Lloyd Rusk.
C. A. Nesbitt.

weeks after the other two banks. The
Plaza is the business centre of the town
but there are a few stores located in the
theatre building that also houses the
Post Office. The Liquor Commission
outlet, once in the Plaza, has been
forced to move to a building of their
own in order to improve selection and
speed up their service to their impatient
customers. As time goes by stores will
be built in the residential areas and will
blend in with the existing housing.
The residents of Thompson have
come here from the four corners of the
world. The senior officials at IN CO
had been with INCO in Sudbury and it
was their duty to bring the mine and
refinery into production. The official
opening was in March, 1961. If you are
a married man your first move is to fly

Rev. Don Duff, Fred Price and George Buchholz in the Plaza,
1967.
Margaret Price.
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in and select a home, then make a
down-payment. When the house is
completed, you have to have your furniture shipped in by rail. Your car will
have to come the same way as there are
no roads joining us to the rest of the
province. There are three public
schools, a high school and twelve different religious denominations. You
may join a few of the nearly one hundred clubs and can bowl, curl or skate
during the winter months. In the summer there is fishing and boating in the
nearby lakes. Outside the town, the few
short roads are not yet paved. Should
you want to go hunting or shooting
there are good places further north.
For the single man or woman the
picture is a little different. The
labourers live in camp and come to
town for entertainment; there is a regular bus service. In town there is an
evening movie show and bowling and
billiards available. The Thompson Inn
boasts that they have the largest beer
parlour in Manitoba but, as yet, I have
not been able to take the time to fully
investigate this claim.
During the summer months there
is a Sunday bus to one of the lakes
where boats may be rented. The labour
force is for the most part, transient.
The single people on INCO staff live in
town and, depending on their income
or preference, live in apartments or
board in private homes. Short weekends outside Thompson are impossible
as train and plane schedules make it
necessary to leave Friday in the morning for Winnipeg and return on Monday afternoon. The plane fare is $90
and the trip by train takes 25 hours. For
entertainment in the home there is a
local closed-circuit TV facility that
charges a monthly rent for service. This
station is in no way connected to any
network and only the regional news,
weather and a very few locally produced programmes are live. Radio
reception is poor even if one is fortunate enough to own a good aerial. A
local station has been promised and
will be greatly appreciated if only for
the time signals. Ask people in town the

time and you will find variations of up
to fifteen minutes are not uncommon.
Newspapers, except for our two local
weeklies, come in daily by train from
Winnipeg and so, of course, are a day
late, even if the train is on time. One
can obtain the news faster by reading
the Globe and Mail airmail edition
published in Toronto. A further source
of local news is the moccasin telegraph
that circulates rumours around the
town. This service is free but its
accuracy is not guaranteed.
Thompson is still too young to
have many real Northern characters,
although there is a type who seems to
be flourishing in the South. The type I
refer to is the young man who comes up
here for a few months and leaves his
razor at home to give himself a true
'Northern' look (and also saves money
by not going to the barber.) When this
type goes back 'outside', he is a fount
of information about the North and its
hardships. It is a strange fact that, by
the amount of bad cheques that this
type of man is able to pass, there must
be quite a few accountants who listen in
awe to him and then pay heavily for
their entertainment. This man is not a
true Northerner. I have lived in the
North since 1946 and consider myself to
be an expert in such matters. However,
my friends point out that my collection
of over 160 dolls from all over the world
is a sign that I may have been up here
too long already. I don't think I will
have to worry until I start cutting out
dolls from paper to add to my collection or, worse still, believe the grubstaking prospectors who constantly
seek me out to claim that they can make
me a rich man.
How would you like to visit
Thompson and see how we live? You
would be very welcome. We would ask
you to be an ambassador and tell others
about us. We are 500 miles north of
Winnipeg and more than one Toronto
paper called us, 'a jumping off point
for planes going to the rescue of the
Indians of Nelson House.'
For those of you who are still not
sure where we are, do not feel too
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badly. One government department in
Ottawa wrote to us to ask where we
were located. Upon receipt of the letter
our publicity chairman in the Chamber
of Commerce immediately offered his
resignation. We only wish that the
Department of National Revenue
would exhibit similar ignorance when it
comes to the end of the tax year. "
Doug, in his article, mentions the fact that
Thompson could boast a dozen religious
denominations to choose from. Three of these
denominations had their beginnings in
Thompson in 1961. The Salvation Army can trace
its start to the arrival in town of Don and Norma
MacLean and family from the coal mining community of Glace Bay, Cape Breton. They moved
into the house at 23 Poplar Crescent that had
formerly been the Toronto-Dominion Bank. The
MacLeans started a Sunday school in their house
in the spring of 1962 and, after much hard work
on their part, in November of that year, Captain
and Mrs. Allison King were appointed to
Thompson as the first Salvation Army Officers.
In 1961 also, a group of ten families organised
themselves to form a Ukrainian Catholic Club
and Ladies Auxiliary. At this time they attended
St. Lawrence church and celebrated mass in the
Roman Catholic rite. Father Levasseur encouraged the fledgling group and, in the March of
1962, they held their first Ukrainian Catholic
mass with Rev. Evanochko presiding. Ukrainian
masses were then held every three months with
Rev. Lukowy travelling from Flin Flon to conduct the services.
The first meetings of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints were held in 1961 in
the basement of a house on Ash Street, these
meetings consisted of twelve people including
children. In the following years the Mormons
met in Number 1 School, the municipal Building
and, finally, Westwood School. The first missionaries were assigned to Thompson in 1963 and
have visited the area every year since. Baptisms
were performed at many locations prior to the
building of the chapel in 1970 and, on one occasion, a baptism was held in Paint Lake.
The total number of churches operating in
Thompson by the end of 1961 was nine. It had
taken three years to reach this number. By the
spring of 1987, the number of churches operating
in Thompson was eighteen. It had taken another
twenty-six years to add just nine more churches
to the original list. This fact must surely speak

volumes for the convictions and motivations of
the type of person who braved the North and
founded this 'final frontier' town.
December witnessed the final 'first' opening
in Thompson. This opening was unofficial but of
great importance to the school students. Since
September all school classes had been housed in
Numbers 1 and 2 Schools while a third school, a
high school, was being built. From the start of
the school year, the pupils at Number 2 School
were under the supervision of two different principals. The high school principal, R. F. Dyne,
was responsible for Grades Nine to Twelve while
Stan Brickman was in charge of Grades One to
Eight in both Elementary Schools. In December
the Grades Nine to Twelve had an early Christmas present, the high school was completed and
they transferred there from the elementary
school. This two-storey structure consisted of
twenty classrooms and a large auditorium which
was capable of serving as both a school gymnasium and also as a public meeting place or
theatre. It is not recorded anywhere whether the
first students appreciated this Christmas present
although it should have come as some relief to
those pupils in Grade Twelve who would have a
high school from which to graduate in the following spring. The first Thompson graduating
class is recognized as being the Class of '62; this is
not strictly accurate. In 1961, six students completed their grade school education by passing
their Grade Twelve classes. There were no ceremonies, no banquets, no speeches. In lieu of all
the 'Pomp and Circumstance' , the five boys who
graduated clubbed together to buy a box of chocolates for the lone girl graduate. Memories are
short, school records are sometimes difficult to
retrieve. The newspapers of 1961 did not list the
graduates; the present high school does not have
their names; the School District of Mystery Lake
does not carry the names in a dusty, outdated
file. The only place where the names can be
found is in the archives of the Ministry of Education in Winnipeg, and the problem there is that
the graduates are filed, quite sensibly, in alphabetical order and not by the year of graduation.
With all the secrecy surrounding these six students is it any wonder that several of them elected
to repeat their Grade Twelve studies in the 1961-2
school year?
Even though a new high school was opened,
this did not mean that everything was in place in
the new facility, far from it. Mae Harvey, a
student at the time, recalls that her science classes
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ing of the completed plant in March, 1961, 178
months had passed. Of those 178 months, 127
were spent in searching for an orebody and only
fifty-one in developing the complex. INCO had
spent over twenty-seven million dollars on
exploration and over $200 million on the
Thompson project with no grants, loans, subsidies or other monetary support available from
any government. INCO's contribution to the
townsite totalled $6.1 million plus a further
$123,527 in lieu of taxes. The explorers had done
their jobs, the planners, the government, the
Company, the construction workers, all had
delivered what they had promised. One more
group of people were left to mould, shape or
fashion the Manitoba Project into a worthwhile
achievement, the residents of Thompson. Without the cooperation of the people, without their
wholescale support and without the will and abilities of those people the Project could become
just another glorious failure and Thompson just
another Canadian ghost town founded on hope
and abandoned in despair. The following chapters will outline the events of the next twenty
years but, more importantly, they will show the
courage and the determination of the early settlers of Thompson and the development of a city
with a sense of pride in its remarkable achievements and a sense of humour to be able to withstand the trials and misfortunes that the elements
and man, himself, continually throw its way.

had to move to the lobby for the practical,
experimental sessions; there were no laboratories
in the newly completed building.
With the high school open and another year
ending, what was the next thing to happen? This
was Thompson. Time for a party. A Christmas
dance was held for over three hundred members
of the Thompson Overture and Dance Club. The
Number 1 School auditorium was decorated with
snowflakes made from silver paper, Christmas
trees with lights and red paper chains and streamers. The music was provided by, of course, the
Thompson Nickelites but this time in conjunction with another orchestra, that of Denny
Larsen's Moonglows. Twenty-six years ago there
were dances in Thompson that could afford two
orchestras, today all there appears to be is canned
music. Is this really progress?
Nineteen sixty-one was drawing to a close.
The Thompson plant, that year, produced ninety
million pounds of finished electronickel instead
of the planned seventy-five million pounds. The
opening of the plant complex signified the end of
the exploratory phase and the beginning of the
conciliatory stage. The countless hours of trekking through muskeg, charting information on
grubby graphs, watching the diamond drills
bring up more useless rock, writing lonely letters
home, these days were over, the softer days lay
ahead. From the start of the Northern Manitoba
nickel search in the June of 1946, until the open-
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CHAPTER NINE
A Question of Identity
'Think of our life in nature - daily to be
shown matter, to come in contact with it rocks, trees, wind on our cheeks! The solid
earth! The actual world! The common sense!

Contact! Contact! Who are we? Where are
we?
Henry David Thoreau,
The Maine Woods, Ktaadn.

By the beginning of 1962 Thompson was
established. That is to say, the town was fulfilling
its purposes, not only by producing the nickel as
planned, but also by providing a glimmer of the
light of Civilization in an otherwise dark and
forgotten area of the world. The rudimentary
needs of Western culture were now in place;
houses, shops, hydro, sewage disposal, communication with the rest of the world (albeit limited), recreational facilities, churches, schools,
service ogranisations and clubs were all operational and functioning well. The development of
Thompson can, perhaps, best be likened to the
development of a child. By 1962 the childhood
years were over and the period between 1962 and
1966 were the adolescent years, the 'Who am I?'
years, the years when Thompson sought its identity as a community and its independence from
'Mother'INCO.
There were still some pieces of unfinished
childhood business. The High School was officially opened on January 26, 1962. An audience
of four hundred interested Thompsonites were
on hand in the High School auditorium to witness
the Hon. Stewart E. McLean, Manitoba Minister
of Education 'open' the school. Mr. McLean was
assisted in the ribbon cutting ceremonies by
James Parlee, representing INCO, and Carl
Nesbitt, the Resident Administrator, representing the people of Thompson. The principal of
Thompson's two elementary schools introduced
the high school teachers Norah Stewart (surely no
introduction was necessary!), Essie Lyons,
Robert Dyne, Henry Letkemann, Frank Falvo
and John Isaak.
The programme included performances from
the Thompson Mennonite Choir, the Circle 55
Square Dance Club, the Thompson Nickelites as
well as demonstrations from the Scouts, Cubs,
Guides and Brownies. The audience in the
Auditorium of what is now the 'old gym' were
not attending just to watch the dignitaries per-

form yet another opening; there was more to the
attendance than that. Greta Munn explains it like
this, "Everything was a big event in Thompson.
Everybody went to the opening of everything, the
post office, the high school, everything. It helped
with the loneliness, you see. People were so cut
off from family and friends, the loneliness was
dreadful. You knew that you would most likely
get out once a year, if that. When the curling rink
opened it was exciting. It was another place that
we could go and see everybody. No matter that it
was forty below outside the rink and fifty below
inside, it was the company inside that mattered."
Mention was made of the Mennonite Choir at
the high school opening. The Mennonite Church
was a small house on Silver Crescent, now
number 15, which played the part of a church for
the congregation until a new church was dedicated in 1964.
There was even more unfinished business
from 1961 still awaiting completion in 1962. On
January 1, Gary Wayne Deveau became the newest citizen of Thompson. His parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Martin Deveau, arrived in Thompson in
June, 1961, from Toronto. There was nothing
remarkable about the birth of Gary Deveau, nor
yet about the birth of Lois Hooge forty days
later, but, as Lois's mother, Audrey, points out,
"Our care was superb, Lois was the only baby in
the nursery - a far cry from the years that
followed when Thompson could boast the highest birth rate for any town its size in Manitoba."
Audrey's comments were echoed by many mothers who would go to local fashion shows not just
to see the latest styles from the big cities but to see
whose turn it was to model the maternity wear. It
has been reported that Joan Johnston was
greeted with cries of, "Oh! Not again!!" when
she appeared modelling these essential items at
one of the early shows.
More babies made the news in 1962. On April
1, twins were born into the Hudey family. These
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twins, named Michael Wayne (6 lb. 14 oz., 3.12
kg) and Mark Steven (5 lb. 7 oz., 2.47 kg) were
the first set of twins to be born in Thompson.
Father, Steve Hudey, was the Assistant Supervisor of Manitoba Hydro in Thompson. It had
taken almost five and a half years for the first
multiple birth to a local couple to be registered in
Thompson. It took another fifteen and a half
years for Thompson to record its first set of
triplets, and then we cheated. On September 22,
1977 Belinda and Gordon Wastesicoot were
pleased to announce the following additions to
their family: Gordon Jr. (6 lb. 3 oz., 2.81 kg),
Garnet (5 lb. 2.27 kg) and Grant (4 lb. 11 oz., 2.13
kg). These children were actually born in Winnipeg but their parents were Thompson residents
at the time, although it is probably safe to assume
that, at the time of their birth, their mother was
living in Winnipeg, too.
At the other end of the life cycle, Thompson
witnessed its first burial in 1962. On May 15, after
a service at St. Lawrence Church, Frank Tuckey
was interred in the Thompson Cemetery. He had
died on the previous day in his eighty-third year.
The Cemetery was planned for a 30 year 'life'
span at the rate of twelve burials a year. By 1983
the number of plots was increased from the original360 to 390 with the facility to add another 200
plots in the future. In mid-November, 1983, 345
plots were in use.
A different kind of life and death struggle was
being waged in the January of 1962. The United
Steelworkers of America was holding a meeting
to announce that it had received its Charter of
Affiliation from Pittsburgh and would, henceforth, be known as the U.S. W .A., Local 6166.
The letter of affiliation also named Gus Gaudry
as president and Ken MacMaster as vice-president of the latest Local. The date of affiliation
was January 3. Then, at the meeting held on the
evening of Sunday, January 7, the decision was
taken, by the Steelworkers Union, to apply to the
Manitoba Labour Board for certification as bargaining agent for the INCO operations in
Thompson. Before the application was submitted, a full page advertisement in The Citizen
detailing the advantages to the INCO hourly
employees of belonging to a large multi-national
Union instead of the much smaller Mine, Mill
and Smelter Workers Union was published. A
report, in that same Citizen, pointed out that the
struggle between the two unions had been
unusually quiet. According to Duke DeCoursey
the number of people attending the Steelworkers'

meeting was two hundred at the most, a similar
number attending a Mine-Mill meeting some two
months earlier. It is hard to say why these two
meetings were so poorly attended; the tussle
between the two unions was certainly sharp
enough, at least in print.
Undaunted by the small turnount, the Steelworkers applied for certification and then had to
prove that they had, indeed, signed up at least
fifty-one percent of the INCO labour force.
From today's viewpoint it seems ridiculously
easy to say whether or not fifty-one percent of a
workforce belong to a certain union, but,
twenty-five years ago with a transient population
that could mean that to-day's fifty-one percent
was to-morrow's forty-one or even seventy-one
percent, the task proved to be Herculean. By
May, the situation had become more muddied.
The Steelworkers' Application had been subjected to an Intervention by the Mine-Mill
Union, which was to be expected, and also by an
Intervention and Cross-Application by the
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local 2085. After much legal to-ing and froing, a ballot was conducted towards the end of
April with the following results,
Number of eligible voters
1889
1226
Ballots in favour of Steelworkers
Ballots in favour of Mine-Mill
352
Spoiled ballots
18
Ballots not cast
293
Total 1889
The ensuing legal battle over the validity of
the balloting procedures lasted through May
until, on thirty-first of that month, the Manitoba
Labour Board certified the United Steelworkers
of America, Local 6166 as 'the Properly chosen
bargaining agent for all employees of the International Nickel Co. of Canada, Limited, in its
Thompson, Manitoba, operations'.
Thompson became the second INCO plant to
join the Steelworkers, Port Colborne having
rejected Mine-Mill some time before. The fact
that these two INCO plants were now both represented by the U.S.W.A. further strengthened
that Union's application to the Ontario Labour
Board to become the bargaining agents for
INCO's employees in Sudbury. This is the first
recorded instance of Sudbury following the lead
of the more youthful, more vital, Thompson.
Through all the union disputes, the weather
was cold. Thompson had earned a well deserved
reputation for chilly winters in those early years
and the period from December, 1961 to February,
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extended cold spell, complaints were heard about
almost everything but especially about
Thompson's favourite beverage. The Liquor
Control Board in Winnipeg bought beer from all
Canadian breweries, at one price. An Eastern
brewer had, therefore, if he wished to sell his
product in Manitoba, to pay the freight costs of
his beer to Winnipeg. No brewer was allowed to
negotiate any private deals for his product, the
Manitoba Liquor Commission being the sole
legal vending agency in the Province. The Commission would then send the suds up North, but
would charge the Northern outlets the freight
charges on the consignments and the Northern
Inns and Vendors would have to pass on much of
those extra costs to their customers with the result
that northern beer cost appreciably more than
beer in Winnipeg. The extra cost may have been
borne in silence had not two interesting facts
come to light. Firstly the Liquor Commission
sold wines and spirits at the same prices in the
North as in Winnipeg, thus appearing to discriminate against the 'working man's' drink and,
secondly, the Manitoba Liquor Commission
made fourteen million dollars clear profit in 1961.
Duke DeCoursey made an impassioned plea -for
justice through the editorial column of The Citizen and the battle was on.
The business community was still active in the
cold and in spite of the beer costs. In the first
week of the new year, Drs. Johnston, Rustidge
and Standing opened their new offices in the now
completed Professional Building. One week
later, Post Master Steve Bugera, announced that
the post office would be extending its hours. The
staff employed by the post office amounted to
five full-time persons and one part-time person
at the townsite office and four part-time
assistants at the campsite. Following on the heels
of their senior colleagues, several young business
and professional men met informally to discuss
the formation of a Thompson Junior Chamber
of Commerce. Raymond Hunt, the newly elected
president of the senior organisation was the guest
speaker at the inaugural meeting. D. R.
Sutherland of Edmonton, an officer of CESMTV, the closed circuit station which had just
started operation in Thompson, applied to the
Board of Broadcast Governors, meeting in
Quebec City, for authority to operate a one thousand-watt station. The Department of Transport
and the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation had
also been advised that a group of Thompson
residents were contemplating making an applica-

1962 proved to be no exception to the rule. The
mean temperature for December was -23°C and
that for January was a cool -28°C. For the
previous winter the means had been -20° and
-19° respectively. The lows dipped below the
-50°F (-45.5°C) mark on more than one occasion and, on January 16 a bone-chilling -56°F
(-49dOC) was recorded. The old timers of two
years' standing in Thompson were saying that
they had never seen a winter like this one before.
Even the old adage, 'the lower the temperature,
the lower the snowfall' did not hold true this
time; record amounts of snow were dumped on
the unsuspecting, new arrivals every month. And
what of these new arrivals? How were they facing
up to the cruel weather joke? Mary Curll writes:
"We arrived in Thompson in October, 1961.
My husband, Gordon, was to take over as manager of the Royal Bank. When we got off the
train we looked around us expecting to see the
stacks of the mine site, or a few headframes, or
something! We couldn't even see where the town
was from the station. We had been Manitobans
all our lives and so did not find the climate too
difficult to bear as far as the temperature was
concerned, but we do recall those unexpectedly
long, long winters and those long, dark days.
"The first winter we lived in Thompson, there
was a power failure in the electrical system early
one evening. This state of affairs lasted for several hours. We had no light to read by, could not
listen to the radio and, of course, the furnace
went off with the result that the cold in the house
slowly intensified. We wrapped ourselves in
quilts and blankets in an effort to keep the
warmth in our bodies. Fortunately, the power
failure ended before the night arrived and we
were able to resume normal living again."
When the spring eventually came, Mary and
her family faced such traditional Thompson pastimes as watching the load of gravel, that they
ordered for a patio base, disappear under the ever
present mud. Mary recalls other 'mud' events,
"We had to keep adjusting the teleposts in our
basement so that sliding doors would not come
off their tracks or that other cupboard doors
would not stick. I remember seeing many ladies
going to social events with their long skirts being
turned up and kept up with clothes pins, rubber
boots on their feet and evening slippers in their
hands. "
The joys of spring were, however, still far
away in the depths of that bitterly-cold winter. As
can be expected, with the stresses caused by the
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Number 1 School on February 28. The stock of
over three hundred books was supervised by the
chairman of the Library Committee, Mrs. Peggy
Henderson. Mrs. Henderson relinquished her
role as guardian of the Thompson Public Library
when she retired as Librarian in July, 1986. Members of the Thompson Art Club gladly donated
three landscape paintings to be raffled in order
that an art exhibition of approximately thirty
paintings by the three prairie painters could be
brought to town and put on display in The Plaza.
The prairie painters whose works were to be
exhibited were Bertha Cunningham, Enid Skafel
and Arthur de Sousa. Again the Ladies' Community Club was on hand to help the Art Club to
sponsor this event. Now that Thompson was
settling in, it could begin to make its presence felt
in a good many ways. In February, Eileen Mick
was chosen as Thompson's candidate for Fur
Queen in the Trappers' Festival held in The Pas.
The Thompson Reds Baseball Club decided to
back this candidacy to the hilt and offered a
twenty-five dollar gift certificate to the person
selling the most ticket-votes in favour of Eileen
prior to the Festival. Once again records of those
far-off days are patchy; it is not clear whether
this blatent bribery succeeded in having Miss
Mick elected or if the attempt to buy votes met
the fate that it so richly deserved.
As spring gradually and grudgingly nudged its
way into 1962, the Thompson residents, as if
showing the way to the flowers and trees still
lying dormant, began to blossom out and grow.
Eileen Maxwell had been a member of Beta
Sigma Phi in Lethbridge, Alberta. When she
arrived in Thompson, she missed the sorority
activities but had resigned herself to the fact that
there was no one of a similar mind in her new
town when she met her daughter's Grade Eight
teacher, Gen Babulic and discovered that Gen,
too, was an 'old' member of the Beta Sigma Phi
organisation. As a result of much hard work, the
small beginnings of 1961 developed into an active
group of fifteen members, a sponsor and director, leading to the granting of a charter to Manitoba Mu, Thompson 6026 on March 17, 1962.
There was a new library in town, within the first
few months of its existence the Mu chapter
donated over six hundred books to this new venture. In July the chapter won first prize for their
float in the Rotary Club's Parade. By the fall of
1962 the Mu chapter had become so popular that
it was decided to 'Friendly Venture', or start,
another chapter in Thompson. Manitoba Nu 6121

tion to equip and operate a radio station. Not a
bad record of activity for one cold winter month
in a newly established township. Through all this
business activity, too, the new homes were being
built for the new arrivals. Every newspaper carried at least one full page advertisement extolling
the virtues of one builder's homes over all the
others. A typical cost for the homes advertised
was $12.00 per square feet which would mean a
price tag of $14,000 to $16,000 on the majority of
houses under construction at that time.
A typical evolution from tent to house is
shown in the way Russell Wees defined his living
accommodation. In March, 1962, he was hired by
INCO as a crane operator and, after the move
from the Longbank area of southeastern Saskatchewan, he lived in the tent town in front of
the present General Office Building at the
plantsite. After six weeks of this cold existence,
he transferred (or 'graduated' as he tells it) to a
bunkhouse. Later on, he moved to the townsite
and joined the room and board brigade. His next
move was to an apartment which he shared with
two friends. In 1963 he bought a house at 4 Nickel
Road where wife, Ferne and son Terry joined
him.
In January, 1962, the Association for
Retarded Children was formed in Thompson.
The records from the early years are somewhat
sketchy but they indicate that the founding members were Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Fraser, Stan Brickman, Mrs. Thornborough, Mr. B. Wotton, Mrs.
Bea Maltby, Mr. Henry Letkemann, Mr.
Edwards and Mrs. Eleanor Ingalls. Besides
forming the association, the members provided
education to school age children, on a voluntary
basis at first. Five students were enrolled in the
programme with their first teacher being Bea
Maltby assisted by Mrs. McDonald as an aide;
the children's ages ranged from four and one half
to seventeen years. In 1964, the teacher's salary
was raised from seventy dollars per month to a
heady one hundred dollars per month. The only
other information from the early years of the
Association concerns the delegation of Mrs.
Fraser to attend a Home Care Workshop in The
Pas on May 1, 1965. She accepted the invitation
but stipulated that she would go 'provided that
the highway from Thompson was opened.' The
records are silent as to whether this trip was ever
undertaken.
The arts were also active through those cold
winter months of early 1962. The Thompson
Ladies' Community Club opened the library in
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school. Nineteen sixty-two was the first year in
which book awards were given by the LO.D.E. to
the girl and boy in Grade Eight who achieved the
highest average mark in their final examinations.
These awards are still given plus a Grade Twelve
student receives a five hundred dollar bursary
each year and awards are presented, on behalf of
the LO.D.E., at the Thompson Festival of the
Arts. The first Ptarmigan Ball was held on Saturday, November 24, 1962, in the High School
auditorium. As has also become a Thompson
tradition, the guests, over three hundred of them
in 1962, enjoyed a very entertaining evening. The
Ptarmigan mascot, a ptarmigan in its winter
white plumage, did not appear at this Ball; it was
presented to the Chapter in 1964 by thirteenyear-old Bill Thorpe.

was therefore formed with a membership of thirteen plus a director and sponsor.

Parade, Royal Purple Float, 1966.

On March 24, joint ceremonies were carried
out to institute Thompson Lodge, No. 471 of the
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks together
with their Auxiliary, Thompson No. 276, Order
of the Royal Purple. This was only the second
time in the history of the orders that the two
lodges of a community were instituted at the
same time. The start of the Thompson lodges was
assisted by members from lodges in Flin Flon,
The Pas and Portage la Prairie. Two families
from Thompson were instrumental in forming
the local orders, the Clarkes and the Flemings.
These two families put so much effort into these
two Orders that Bob Fleming was named the
Charter Exalted Ruler of the Elks with Charlie
Clarke taking over as the second Exalted Ruler
and Vivian Clarke was elected as the first Honoured Royal Lady of the Purple Lodge with Vicki
Fleming as her successor. All four went through
the offices in the local Lodges and served as
district deputies of the northern district: In 1978
Charlie Clarke was elected Grand Exalted Ruler
of Canada, the highest elected office in the order.
Of course, it was not just the promise of
spring that prompted people to form groups and
societies. Another group had been formed in the
depth of winter. The International Order of the
Daughters of the Empire (lODE) officially came
into being on January 25, although a charter had
been granted to the Ptarmigan Chapter on
December 6, 1961. Verna Freed, the Charter
Regent, received the charter from the Provincial
Organizing Secretary who then led the affirmation. The new group became active almost immediately. They organised bridge and whist parties
and thrift shops, they hosted the receptions following Citizenship Courts and they began the
tradition of placing calendars in every Thompson

The Legion building under construction in 1963.
Fred Dubery, the
Legion scrapbook.

Following the formation of a Ladies' Auxiliary to the Legion in 1961, the Legion executive
turned their thoughts towards the building of a
Legion Hall. In May, a building plan was
approved and it was decided to sell debentures to
cover the cost of construction. Fifteen months
later, on July 11, 1963, the work of building the
Hall started at a site on Kelsey Bay. The hall was
finished and ready for business by the fall of the
same year even though the construction was
entirely by volunteer help. Not content with utilizing all their energies in hall construction, the
Legion also sponsored an air cadet squadron in
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The Parade Corps Drum and Bugle Band, 1970.
Photo by George Delgatty
on loan from the
Thompson Archive.

May 1963, with Brian Campbell as the first Commanding Officer.
Nineteen sixty-two marked the year that the
Kinsmen Club of Thompson was founded. This
club's charter was received on 4th June with
Murray Campbell as the charter president. The
Flin Flon Kinsmen Club sponsored this new service group and the success of this latest club can
be measured by the fact that the very next year, in
the May of 1963, an auxiliary to the Kinsmen
Club, the Thompson Kinnette Club, was formed.
Old Kinsmen never die, they just move on.
Accordingly, in 1972 the K-40 Club, consisting of
Kinsmen, who are considered too old (i.e. over 40
years of age), was formed. This"group is also an
auxiliary to the Kinsmen Club. In 1966, the
Kinsmen started the Termite Hockey programme
and still the club sponsors and funds the league
which has numbered some three hundred eager,
but not terribly skillful, very young children. The
Kinsmen have helped many organisations during
their time in Thompson. An incomplete list
includes: Cubs, a Drum and Bugle Band, Day
Care Centres, C.A.M.R., Red Cross, Salvation
Army, and the Ringette Association. Details of
some of their projects appear later in this book.
It was not just the service clubs that were
active in the spring of 1962. It was reported in The

Citizen that over two thousand claims had been
staked in the Moak Lake area in the period up to
and including March. The area of these claims
started about fifteen miles west of Moak and the
companies actively per suing exploration
included: INCO, Nor-Acme, Hudson Bay Mining and Smelting, Falconbridge, Noranda, ConWest, Prospectors' Airways and a Flin Flon syndicate. Needless to say, most of the staking was in
vain; the main ore bodies in the area had already
been located and the cupboard was, by this time,
bare.
Church building was a constant occupation in
those early years. Doreen Lindquist reports on
the first years of the United Church in
Thompson:
"The first service in the new building was held
on Easter Sunday, 1962. It turned out to be a
'standing room only' service. A piece of plywood
mounted on saw-horses and covered with a white
cloth served as a table for the chancel. The
unfinished upper storey was accessible by ladder
only and the floors were bare cement. However,
the lack of niceties was more than compensated
for by the joy of being in our own building at last.
"The Church was called St. John's in recognition of the disciple who wrote the fourth Gospel, the name was also chosen in the faith that we
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Andrew's United Church way back in 1937 but, in
1962, in Thompson, they were the guests of
honour at a party at the Thrall's house on Riverside Drive. There is a footnote to this story. In
1987 Ed and Gladys celebrated their Golden
Wedding Anniversary, this time in Winnipeg. In
June, 1987, their son, Jim and his wife, Helen,
celebrated their Silver Wedding Anniversary in
Thompson. At the time of writing it appears that
none of Jim and Helen's sons are considering
matrimony for 1987. Not only will this break a
tradition but it will mean that there is no chance
of tripartite Anniversary celebrations in 2012.
The Thompson Bible Chapel moved up in the
world in April. The congregation had been using
the basement of the original Chapel for Sunday
School and congregational meetings since
November, 1961. Now, in the spring of 1962, the
upstairs section was ready for services. Abe
Froese, a missionary with Continental Mission
from Gillam, had taken over as pastor in July,
1961. His first task was to ensure that the chapel
was built, having accomplished this feat, Abe
served the Thompson Bible Chapel until July,
1969.
There were other joys for the population of
Thompson in the May of 1962; the Chaddocks
flower garden began to bloom. The spring was
late, the winter had been severe but, in May,
while there was still snow on the ground, Mrs.
Chaddock did it again. Her crocuses bloomed
and her tulips and pansies were in bud, too. It
should have come as no surprise to anyone living
in Thompson in the early 1960's to learn that
Edith Chaddock had pulled off another horticultural triumph. Her record, even in the short
time she had been in Thompson, was impressive.
Edith had the first ever flower garden in 1960 (her
Red Emperor tulips were the first blooms in
town) then, in 1961, Edith won first prize in the
Best Flower Garden section of the INCO home
grounds and gardens competition and followed
this up with a third place in the Best Vegetable
Garden section of that same competition.
The Thompson Rotary Club held their first
Rotary Fair on July 1. There are, as with so many
other Thompson tales, two stories, an official
and an unofficial one for this event. Unlike the
other 'official' and 'unofficial' stories, though,
both, in this case, come from the same source,
Duke DeCoursey. In the Thompson Citizen
Duke wrote:
"The 'beautiful baby' show, held in

too might share in his courage and vision and
have a faith as strong as his in its knowledge of
the Master.
"The building was dedicated as a Christian
Education building and continued to be
improved in appearance and comforts as more
and more families joined the congregation in
those building years.
"In June, 1962, the Fetters, Lawrence and
Judy, left for a new appointment in Toronto and
were replaced by the Rev. Jerry South who, with
his wife Jackie and their two-year-old son,
arrived the following August.
"The first Thompson Religious Council was
formed in that same August and unity, rather
than division, amongst churches became the
order of the day. The newspapers, radio and TV
were used to help communicate the gospel.
Religious surveys were conducted and co-ordinated action was taken by the Council to attempt
to solve some of the existing social problems.
"The United Church Women became very
involved in making the community a better place
to live. They began investigations into setting up
a Northern Health Unit and assisted in a campaign to provide facilities for retarded children's
classes. They also petitioned Bud Simpson,
Thompson's M.L.A. at the time, for abolition of
the death penalty, public education about birth
control, and they voiced their indignations and
objections to government involvement in lotteries.
"In the summer of 1966, Rev. South resigned
and left Thompson to take up a pastoral charge
in Morris, Manitoba. The most notable of his
services to our congregation was his example of
community outreach coupled with his tireless
efforts to counsel and help individuals through
difficult times whether those people were United
Church members or not.
"To replace Jerry we had Rev. Don Duff who
took over in the summer of 1966. Don's family
consisted of wife, Marg, and their three children.
Full of youthful vigour and enthusiasm, Don was
also involved in the community at large and
believed that Christians should accept their
responsibilities in leading youth groups, serving
on Council and bringing Christian principles into
their daily vocations."
There were other causes for celebration in
March. Mr. and Mrs. E. J. McIvor celebrated
their Silver Wedding Anniversary on the twentyseventh of the month. Ed and Gladys McIvor
were married in Sudbury, Ontario in the St.
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conjunction with the first Thompson
Rotary Fair, drew a great deal of interest - and 50 competitors.
"Winning ladies in the one to
three year age group were Ingeborg
Schwanhauser and Carol Olschewski,
top honors for young men to three
years were claimed by Jeffrey Kearns
and William Thrall, Jr.
"In the class for under one year,
prize winning girls were Sandra Calvert
and Lee Ann Sawchuk. Alan Moody
and Ronnie Theunisz were winners
among the baby boys' group."
In a private letter to the Thompson Historical
Society, Duke recalls the mud in spring and comments that, "For years Thompson was a town of
boys and girls who lined up rows of rubber boots
before classes each morning." Duke goes on to
reminisce about the series of Rotary Fairs.
"Credit must be extended," he writes, "to Roy
Hill, who brought north from somewhere in
Southern Manitoba a 1923 (or there abouts)
Model T Ford touring car. To my knowledge,
nobody except Duke DeCoursey had driven
Model T's, so I was the Keystone Kop at the
wheel of the Model T, and kept it in the designated parade position on Rotary Fair Day. A
mechanic from Malcolm Construction ran out
from the parade-side from time to time to keep
the oldtimer (the car or Duke?) travelling.
"Postmaster Steve Bugera rode with me one
Rotary Fair Day, but he declared my driving too
rough and even dangerous. Steve was simply too
modern, I reasoned, and his preference was
obviously for an automatic transmission, rather
than for a flivver that had one pedal to begin
moving forward, one to back it up and one for a
brake. Of course the coils had to be dried out in a
Rotarian's oven before the Model T could be
cranked to start.
"At the very first Rotary Fair, on 1st July,
1962, as a Rotarian willing to do community
work, I was in charge of the competition of
homemade bread and buns. There were three
line-ups in each of the two classes in the baking
exhibits on the parking lot across from the
Thompson Inn and I think the prizes were $3, $2
and $1 for each class. It was snowing that Canada
Day and the exhibits in both classes seemed all
equally excellent, so we drew lots twice to see who
should win the prizes. Shortly after this, at about
1:00 o'clock, the Fair was shut down because of a
winter-like storm."

I have mentioned before that no story about
Thompson can be considered finished until the
weather has been mentioned. The story of the
first Thompson Rotary Fair is now complete.
School District records show that 1962 was
somewhat of an anomaly amongst those early
years. In 1958 the cottage school opened, in 1959
Number 1 School was ready for the student population, in 1960 Number 2 School was brought into
the school system in Thompson, in 1961 it was the
turn of the High School to be the new school in
town and, in 1963, Number 3 School opened its
doors. What about 1962? Were there no educational firsts in that year? Of course there were!
In March, 1961, Axel Lindquist lost his job as
a result of a big layoff at the Steep Rock Iron
Mines in Atikokan, Ontario, where he had been
employed, on and off, for four years. Frustrated
with the economic uncertainties of Atikokan, he
went to visit the local Employment Office and
took home with him the startling news that he
had hired on with INCO at Thompson, Manitoba. Axel's wife, Doreen, carries on the story,
"My first reaction was, 'Thompson? Where on
earth is Thompson?' A current map of Manitoba
was produced and this convinced me that such a
place did, indeed, exist. Axel left his family to
take up his new work and, because of the acute
housing shortage it was six months before the
girls and I could join him.
"I liked Thompson immediately, although, I
must say, I had some apprehensive moments on
that long and arduous train ride. Having lived on
a farm for most of my life, I loved the outdoors,
the forests and the lakes and the mountains of
snow that fell that first winter. I had lived
through uncertain times both during the thirties
and also during our time in Atikokan and so I
hadn't become accustomed to too many luxuries.
Thompson didn't disappoint me; we had
unfinished sidewalks, long line-ups at the grocery store and a hundred and one other inconveniences that came about from living in a new
mining town.
"During that first winter I got to know my
neighbours up and down the street. It was in the
course of one of our coffee-klatches that some of
my friends suggested that I organise a kindergarten class. The seeds of this idea soon took
root, especially since I had two children of my
own who would benefit from a kindergarten
experience. I consulted with Carl Nesbitt, he gave
his permission and so, in August, 1962, I placed
an advertisement in the local papers offering to
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start a kindergarten in my home if there were
sufficient people interested. The response was
overwhelming. If there was one commodity that
Thompson had in abundance in those days, it was
children.
"Because of my limited space I was able to
accommodate only twelve students for morning
sessions and a further twelve for the afternoons.
My husband manufactured some benches, we
acquired a folding picnic table, a record player,
copious toys and other supplies. The first week in
September my living room became a classroom.
Although we were a bit crowded we were able to
do most things included in a kindergarten programme with the exception of vigorous free play
in the wide open spaces. We celebrated Hallowe'en, Christmas, St. Valentine's Day and
Easter with special events and wound up our first
year with a special programme of plays, songs
and showing off.
"With the increasing demand for kindergarten, more space was needed and so, in September, 1963, I moved classes to the United
Church building. These facilities were ideal.
There were Sunday School rooms with adequate
furniture and storage, lots of space to play games
and, best of all TWO bathrooms! As
Thompson's population mushroomed the
demand for pre-school training increased exponentially and so, before the second year had
begun, we were on an 'alternating days' schedule
with the students attending my classes every other
day. During this time Elsie Davis, Dorothy
Work, Doris Mcinnes and Jan Johnson were
some of the people who helped me with the
teaching and care of the children. Arlene Nelson
who, was directing activities at the Recreation
Centre at the time, helped in Physical Education
while Natalie Sopotyk and Ivy Karsgaard visited
frequently to help out with the musical accompaniments for programmes and festivals. I really
appreciated the talents of these people.
"Eventually the Lutheran and Mennonite
Churches organised similar kindergartens in their
buildings. Classes were continued for six years on
a private basis, after which time it was decided to
incorporate kindergarten into the school system.
"I have always found the joys of teaching
uninhibited five-year-olds to be unlimited. Their
'freedom' of speech knows no bounds and I
could probably have filled a book with their
humorous quotes had I had the time to write any
down. There were times of sadness too, such as
the time when one of our students died from

cystic fibrosis and another lost a younger brother
and sister in an automobile fire. There were also
the occasional cases of child abuse and neglect
which I found extremely upsetting but had to deal
with as best as I could.
"Perhaps one of our most eventful years was
Centennial Year. With the help of one of my
musically talented friends I wrote a special
'Happy Birthday to Canada' song with a rhythm
band accompaniment. The mothers made up
some very chic outfits of Centennial plaid and we
entered the music festival, winning a trophy. We
were invited to perform at many special events
that year and we rode on the lODE float in the
Canada Day parade. Our performance was also
taped and broadcast for a Northern Centennial
Special on CBC radio. Whether our popularity
was due to our abundant talent or the kids'
obvious enjoyment of performing was debatable,
what was not debatable was the fact that those
children performed admirably but, after all, who
. enjoys a birthday party more than five year olds?
"The following are the names of the kindergarten students in the first year of operation:
Beryl Dales, Karen Popoff, Margaret Raynor,
Kristi Lindquist, Scott Campbell, Wendy Jacobson, David Morgan, Doug Morgan, Nora Mcintyre, Jesse Watkinson, Pam Morgan, Karla
Lindquist, Jane Gray.
All these students attended the morning sessions, the afternoon students were: Gordon
Moody, Ruth Tirzits, Tannis Johnston, Mona
Mcinnes, Chris Nicholson, Penny Henderson,
Terry MacDonald, Sheila Norquay, Billy Murray, Jan Knudson, Jill Henderson.
I enjoyed getting to know these students and
it was a great experience for me to watch these
children grow, develop and achieve as the years
passed by and to know that I had a small part to
play in their education."
It was not only the kindergarten that began in
1962. A petition was presented to the Official
School Trustee, Carl Nesbitt, requesting permission to conduct classes in religion as provided for
in the Public Schools Act. Permission was
granted and, in the first year, both the Roman
Catholic and Anglican churches had religious
instruction on two days a week in each of the
schools. Today, religious instruction continues to
be offered by two groups: St. Lawrence Roman
Catholic Church and the Child Evangelism Fellowship. It should be added here that the Roman
Catholic church had, in fact, been teaching
religion in the schools since 11th September 1961,
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when simple catechism was taught, however,
these classes were held after school hours, at 4:00
p.m.
In November, the Thompson and District
Association for Retarded Children, formed in
January, was chartered as an affiliate of the
Manitoba Association of Retarded Children. The
classes organised by this group were continued
until 1967, when the Department of Education
assumed the responsibility for retarded children
and classses were introduced into the school district curriculum.
Sports activity had been an ever present fact
of life in the early Thompson years. The first
group to organize and facilitate sports and recreational events was the Thompson Athletic Association and, in August, 1961, the first baseball
tournament was held with the H & H Tigers
winning the event. The fastball tournament, held
in the same month, was won by the Mic Macs.
Badminton was played in the St. Lawrence Hall
and the Athletic Association also organised
Minor Hockey in 1961 with play being carried out
at the Juniper (outdoor) rink. New boards were
built and a cinder brick building was also constructed. Of course there were other games and
activities as well. There has been reference to
semi-organised weiner roasts and many social
functions such as dances held either as fund

sen, Otto Bindle, Donald Munn, Jack McConnell and Charles Clarke.
.
This latest group was the body interested in
obtaining facilities and funds for recreation in
the new townsite of Thompson, the Thompson
Athletic Asssociation was responsible for the
continued organisation and programming of
facilities already in place or that were being
planned for the future. In order to keep the
confusion as to the roles of these two groups to a
minimum, a meeting was held in the high school
in January, 1962, at which chairman, Carl
Nesbitt, and representatives of the two organisations clarified the separate functions of the
groups. The first task of the fund raising group
soon became apparent. A survey had been taken
in the community and an indoor arena was the
number one facility requested. Donald Munn
stated that it was planned to raise money for this
venture by debentures, payroll deductions and
contributions. Advertising was easily come by,
articles appeared in the newspapers, together
with photographs of smiling contributors handing over cheques to even more happy members of
the Community Activities Organisation, as the
fund raising arm of the recreation groups was
called. A newspaper article published in October,
1962, quotes Arne Sorenson, the publicity director of the C.A.O. as saying that the clearing of
the site for the arena had been completed and
that excavation work would start that fall.
Whether or not the excavation did begin at that
time is now immaterial because, in May, 1964,
Carl Nesbitt announced that the local government district had the opportunity to purchase all
the buildings at the Bird Radar station (part of
the DEW line) but that this purchase would
require a federal order in council.
The Thompson Community Centre Corporation funds were held in trust for the purpose of
building an arena. Fees charged by the community club were to be used to cover the cost of
equipment, instruction and facilities. In 1965,
negotiations were completed and, with the donations and with the financial assistance of Inco,
the Bird facilities were brought to Thompson and
re-erected as the Recreation Complex which was
opened on February 1, 1966. The first Recreation
Director was Jack MacDonald who served from
1965 until June of 1966. Red Sangster and Mary
Fenske then programmed the recreation complex
until June, 1968, when Brian Swain was temporarily assigned to the position of Recreation
Director by INCO for a period of three months.

Harvey Grindle and Jack Sangster on the open air rink in
Juniper, 1962.
Robinson Collection.

raising events or for enjoyment in their own
right.
On December 1, 1962, Gurney Evans, the
provincial secretary, granted a charter of incorporation to the Thompson Community Centre
Corporation. The directors of this corporation
were James Dickie, Luke Rustige, Arne Soren130

Thompson High School and the construction of the Recreation Centre.
INCO.

Preparation for the Recreation complex.

The C. A. Nesbitt Arena.
INCO.

INCO.

INCO.

In the October of that same year, Brian Swain
returned to INCO and Red Sangster was hired as
Recreation Director with Mary Fenske as
Assistant Recreation Director.
Early in the 1960's, a religious survey revealed
that quite a large number of nominal Lutheran
families lived in the growing town of Thompson.
As a result of this report, the Board of American
Missions called Pastor Harold Koch to develop a
mission congregation in the town. Pastor Koch
arrived on 9th November, 1962 and, on
December 9, ninety-five people attended the first
Lutheran worship service which was held in the
high school. Six months later, on June 2, 1963,

Recreation Centre.
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In October, 1965, Pastor Marlin Johnson
took over the Lutheran flock. His ministry was
highlighted by a radio and TV outreach campaign which helped to publicize the congregation. This was also a time when there was a great
need for counselling both in the congregation and
in the community at large as the population of
the town mushroomed. By the time Pastor Johnson concluded his Thompson ministry, in July,
1969, the Thompson residents numbered about
20,000.
Nineteen-sixty-two was also a banner year
for one of the oldest active churches in
Thompson, the Presbyterian Church. In September, the sod was turned for the construction
of the manse. The building was completed in the
December and served as a home for Rev.
M'Quaig and also as a basement church for the
congregation. Sunday, October 7; was the first
anniversary of the founding of the St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church and their morning and evening services marked that special occasion. The
Moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Canada, Dr. Ross K. Cameron, was the preacher at the Presbyterian
Church service held in the municipal building
that morning and also at a joint PresbyterianUnited worship service at St. John's United
Church the same evening.
Reference was made to the findings of a
religious survey in the early 1960's. It is not
known which survey prompted the advent of the
Lutheran presence in Thompson but the results
of this unknown survey were probably similar to
those found in the survey carried out in October,
1962. These results showed the following
religious affiliations:

The opening of the Recreation Centre, Molly Robinson,
Lovey Balfour, a student and Lou Thiessen.

the congregation was officially organized with
ninety-three adults and sixty-two children listed
on the charter membership rolls. The present
church building was completed in 1965 at a cost of
$117,000. The first service was, however, held in
the incomplete, unheated church on the Christmas Eve of 1964. For the record, the temperature
on that occasion was approximately -45°C both
inside and outside the building. On Easter Sunday, April 18, 1965, the first regular worship
service was conducted in the completed church
and the dedication of the building followed the
next Sunday. The groundwork for the new
church complete, Pastor Koch resigned and left
Thompson in July, 1965

Catholics
United
Anglican
Presbyterian
Lutheran
Baptist
Bible Chapel
Pentecostal
Mennonite
Mormons
Witnesses
Others

35070

29%
13%
3.5%
3.5%
2.4%
1.3%
1.2%
1.2%
1.0%
0.6%
7.7%

The survey also reported other facts about the
new town. Out of the 1436 families approached,
356 were home-owners, 580 rented as householders and 315 rented rooms and basement

The sod turning for the Lutheran Church, Pastor Jannuska.
Murray Mackenzie.
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suites. Forty-five families chose not to answer
any questions and 135 families were not at home
at the time of the canvass. As an added community service the canvassers recorded the blood
type of all the people contacted on the survey.
The purpose of this aspect of the survey was to
locate where blood of a specific type could be
found in case of an emergency. Of the homes
contacted, ninety-six percent stated that they
would be willing to donate blood and to have
their blood type classified.
Nineteen sixty-two had ended, as it began,
with a cold, cold spell of weather. The new year
started off in much the same fashion. From this
distance in time, it is hard to say whether the
temperatures are, at present, any warmer than
they were twenty-five years ago or even fifteen or
ten years ago or if it is just that Thompson, when
it first greets you, gives the impression of
extremely cold temperatures but very warm people. Lloyd and Beth Hamilton arrived in 1963.
Beth gives her first impressions.
"At the beginning of June, Lloyd let me
know that there was a two bedroom apartment
available from July 1. (He was staying in the
single men's quarters until Laurie and I could
join him.) We arrived on 1st July and the weather
turned nasty. It snowed! We were stunned. Lloyd
hadn't said much about the weather apart from
the fact that March and April were on the cold
side, but snow, in July!
"When we got off the train there was not
much to see, just bush (and snow), but when we
got to the town itself we cheered up a bit. There
were homes and churches and schools, a hospital,
a doctors' clinic, a fire-hall, a police station, two
theatres, a post office, a curling rink, bowling
lanes and one motel called the Thompson Inn.
"The Plaza was completed and, inside there
was a Shop Easy and a Bay store that also sold
groceries at that time. There was also a drugstore,
a Woolworth's, banks and clothing and jewellery
stores. We came to town at a good time; all the
necessities were in place.
"To the north was the Burntwood River, with
the airport beyond. To the South you could see
the plant site with its headframe, smelter, refinery
and stack. For the next seventeen years that
plant site was to be Lloyd's place of employment.
Paint Lake, a beautiful, rugged spot was a further twenty miles past the plant.
"The population of Thompson was about
6,500 by this time and it seemed that we were all
in the same predicament. We all had small chil-

dren and we all had a happy outlook on life; no
matter how rough things got, there was always
someone around who could make you laugh.
"Some of our happiest times were in those
early years, and some of our toughtest, too. We
will never forget the New Year's Eve dance where
everyone was having a marvellous time until we
realized that the temperature had dropped. Not
too many cars could start; we all had to huddle in
with the lucky few and so manage to get home. It
wasn't much fun for the guys the next day. They
had to go and defrost the cars and trucks and the
Temperature had not risen all that much. The
winters of '63 and '64 were the worst of all, so
much snow and cold. We had several days where
the temperature fell to -63°F (-53°C).
"Hallowe'en used to be a great big get
together at a hall. We had costumes, balloons,
judges and prizes. I suppose that, as Thompson
grew, it became harder and harder to have this
event until, eventually, it petered out."
Beth Hamilton had two daughters. Perhaps
she was not interested in such male oriented
activities as hockey; she does not mention any
sporting events at all in her letter but there were
sports events in 1963. Minor Hockey week was
celebrated from January 26 to February 2. The
highlights of the week, and also its climax, were
two games that the T .A.A. Minor Hockey
League 1962-63 Midget All-Stars played against
the Snow Lake Midget All-Stars at the Juniper
Rink. The Thompson Midget Aces were managed by Alex Sangster and coached by Cliff
Frame; team members were Jim King, Barry
McLean, Harvey Grindle, Frank Rossiter, Jack
Sangster, Rick Allen, Lorne Reinheimer, Glen
Hooge, Gordon McCrea, Greg Hill, Russell
Kalika, Harry Lathlin, Mickey McNamara and
Pat Haverty. In the spirit of the programme
heading that stated, 'Don't Send ... Take your
Boy to the Rink . . . Then Stay to Watch Him
Play'; the scores of these two games will not be
recorded here.
So far, the societies, clubs and associations
mentioned in connection with the new town were
all based on western culture, that is not to say
that they forbade the membership of the native
Indian, but that a native person probably would
not feel comfortable in the type of atmosphere
created by a group whose philosophy of life was
so radically different from his. During the years
1963-65, when Thompson was still a very young
community attracting many single men and
women, many of whom had left their families
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The first Bantam Hockey Team from Thompson in Provincial Playoffs in Virden, 1962. L. to R. Back row: Coach Cliff Frame, Jim
King, Barry Maclean, Harvey Grindle, Pat Haverty, Rick Allen, lorne Reinheimer, Gus Hooge, Gordon McRae, Red Sangster
Manager. Front row: Frank Rossiter, Greg Hill, Russell Kalika, Harry lathlin, Mickey MacNamara, Jack Sangster.
Red Sangster.

behind in order to seek work. A physical place
was needed to provide meeting rooms geared
toward native cultural and common interests.
The idea of a friendship centre developed. This
centre was to help alleviate the loneliness of
young native people working outside their home
communities by providing a social club where
they could meet other young natives in similar
positions and develop the kind of kindred spirits
that had kept close friendships between the early
white settlers of Thompson. Unfortunately, as
the town expanded, the original group of people
who had started the friendship centre disbanded
and the centre disappeared. It was another two or
three years before a similar venture was undertaken.
The Salvation Army had been becoming
increasingly active since the arrival of the MacLeans in 1961. The Sunday school that they
started in the spring of 1962 numbered from
twenty-five to thirty children. Don would drive
these children to and from the Sunday school
every week. In the summer of 1962 the Manitoba
Divisional Commander of the Salvation Army,
Col. Art Moulton, accompanied by Richard Sea-

borne and Major Stanley Preece from Brandon,
all paid a visit to Thompson at the same time as
there was a northern meeting of the Manitoba
Government under Premier Duff Roblin and Lt.
Gov. Eric Willis. The three Salvation Army personnel returned a month later when Col.
Moulton performed the dedication of the MacLean's infant son, Gordon. The colonel also
announced that he had selected Major Preece to
lay the groundwork for the beginning of a
Thompson Corps. It was because of the excellent
work put in by Major Preece that, as previously
reported, Capt. and Mrs. Allison King came to
town in November, 1962. The new officers lived
in a basement suite in Cliff and Elsie Alguire's
home on Walnut Avenue. The Sunday School
also saw a move, it was transferred to the
Thompson Bible Chapel on Cree Road and adult
services were held in the Municipal Building.
Plans for a two storey house at 135 Beaver
were formulated and contractor Joe Kutcher was
selected to construct the building with the
Officers' quarters upstairs and the main floor
being the Chapel. This building was officially
opened in March, 1963, by Commissioner and
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Mrs. Wycliffe Booth, Territorial Commanders
for Canada and Bermuda, who donated a piano,
purchased in the Eaton's store in The Plaza, as a
gift to the new Chapel. Col. Moulton presented a
Salzman painting and the Glace Bay Salvation
Army Corps sent a suitably inscribed pulpit
Bible. This important milestone was attended by
the Hon. Walter Dinsdale (M.P. for Brandon,
Souris) and then Minister of Northern Affairs
(and also a Salvation Army Bandmaster) and the
Hon. Bud Simpson, M.P. from Flin Flon.
In June, 1965, the Kings left town and were
replaced by Lieut. and Mrs. Jack Vlug. In that
September, the first Salvation Army wedding
was performed by Col. Wilfred Ratcliffe, when
he united Dawne MacLean and Robert Thornborough in matrimony in the Mennonite Church
building.
The road out of Thompson still stopped at
Paint Lake but, though short, the road had its
fair share of accidents. Not satisfied with delivering more than the usual amount of snow and cold
weather to the Thompson region, the weather
man now decreed that the month of May would
be dry. A Thompson Citizen report in that month
details two accidents over one weekend that sent
four adults and one child to the hospital. Dust
was the culprit. The R.C.M.P. thought the dust
problem to be serious enough to offer a warning
to motorists using the road. Sgt. Herb Singleton
warned that high speeds were a contributing factor to the dust problem and, if necessary,
motorists were asked to reduce their speeds below
the regular speed limit in order to prevent further
accidents and, possibly, a traffic fatality.
Another family arrived in town in that JUly.
Their arrival was later in the month than the
Hamilton's and their memories of their first days
in town are therefore a little more 'sunny'. Molly
Robinson writes:
"It was a warm, dry, July evening when the
train backed into the station. The air was pungent
with pine fragrances, a refreshing aroma after the
long journey from Winnipeg with four small
children in tow.
"George drove us to our home at 31 on 57 (92
Granite Crescent), a three bedroomed bungalow
with not much lawn in front or behind, but with
wide expanses of fields and forests at the back of
the property. In the field behind our home was a
large pond which was the delight of our young
family. They spent many happy hours catching
tadpoles and frogs in that pond and filling their
pockets with wild strawberries. In the fall the

Sgt. Herb Singleton.
Margaret Price.

ptarmigan filled the willow bushes and we could
see rabbits skittering amongst the small mounds
of earth.
"Our house was the gathering place for
neighbourhood children; the back yard was their
playground with makeshift playhouses and interesting games played in the open air. In the evenings the town was sprayed for bugs, a kerosene
blower was used. It smelled awful but it allowed
us to sit in our yards into the wee small hours of
the morning.
"George had arrived in Thompson in April,
'63, to take over the management of Michelle's
Bakery in the Plaza. All supplies had to be
brought in by rail, so bread bought in the stores
was often stale, but Michelle's bread, in its distinctive pink wrapper, was baked daily. George
soon had the Bay grocery store and Shop Easy
135

those days but we were elegant in our food. The
menu for the 1964 New Year's Party included
mint pears, oysters in the half shell, baron of beef
and shrimp, to mention just a few of the items.
"Many happy memories of the Cedar Room
mull in my mind. The Christmas parties, in particular the Midwest Diamond Drilling party who
served gallon upon gallon of green pea soup
together with many other succulent goodies.
Regular customers of the Cedar Room included
men who were waiting for their families to arrive.
In many ways we were a home away from home
for these lonely guests."
Education was not forgotten in 1963. In September, just in time for the new school year, a
brand new school was opened in the Deerwood
subdivision. The name of this school was
Number 3 School; not very poetic but descriptive
of its position in the school hierarchy. This new
school had sixteen rooms, an auditorium, two
sets of washrooms, a kitchen combined with a
teachers' room, a library and a principal's office.
The principal of this new, larger school was none
other than our old friend, the peripatetic pedagogue, Stan V. Brickman.
School space was at a premium in Thompson
at that time. Vicki Fleming recalls, "Our children
went through the school shifts and attending
different schools, so, when we purchased a new
house in 1963, just three doors from Number 2
School, I thought that things would go back to
normal. They didn't; again we had shifts for
school classes that lasted until the kids' high
school days." Audrey Hooge also remembers,
"The Number 3 School was scheduled to open in
September and, while some of the classrooms
were ready for occupancy, some of the windows
had not arrived. As I registered the boys for
classes, Mr. Letkemann secured the papers on his
desk with boulders from the parking lot." The
shift system for school classes could wreak havoc
with a family's schedule, Audrey Hooge again,
"Greg, Lois and Lori attended school on three
different shifts. Earl and Grant worked two
shifts at the plant. Our soup pot was always
simmering on the stove."
The Steelworkers' Union was active in 1963.
On April 25, the Manitoba Labour Board certified Local 6166 (the INCO branch) as the bargaining agent for the employees of Wescore
Drilling. On May 12, 1966, the Labour Board
issued another certificate naming Local 6166 as
the bargaining agent for the employees of the
Local Government District of Mystery Lake.

Talk about bilingualism!
Thompson road sign in
English and Cree.
Winnipeg Tribune, 1960.

(the only two grocery stores in town) filling their
shelves with our product. He also had two vans
doing daily deliveries to the three areas of town,
Juniper, Riverside and Deerwood. In the early
60's not too many people had vehicles and most
families were young, so home deliveries were a
huge success.
"In 1964 the bakery was sold to a Dutch
family and George moved to the Thompson Inn
as Manager of the Coffee Shop and Dining
Room. Staff were difficult to come by so I filled
in doing the waiting on table in both of the areas.
The Cedar room, as the Dining Room was called,
was THE place to hold a function. Live entertainment from Winnipeg was often brought in
but one of the most successful entertainers was
the local 'Fiddling Red' and his Orchestra. Carl
Asplund and his Orchestra was also very popular; he featured Bill Kane on piano. Carl's group
were the traditional performers for the St.
Patrick's Day Dance, when the wine would be
dyed green.
"We may have been a small community in
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These employees are now employees of the City
of Thompson. In 1971, the City employees
received a charter of affiliation and became
Local 7911, United Steelworkers of America. In
1974, Local 8223 was formed. This Local now
functions as the office and technical unit representing employees from the City of Thompson,
the School District of Mystery Lake and day care
centres. Local 7911 now is the bargaining unit for
the operations and maintenance sector of the
City, the School District, Malcolm Construction,
Modern Dairies and Crawley and McCracken.
The geological explorers of the north reaches
of Manitoba had been lucky; they had found
nickel in abundance. The planners and developers of the new plantsite and town had been
lucky. The completion of the project had been on
time. The residents of the new town had been
lucky. True, they had had to endure severe winters, oceans of spring mud, dust-bowl summers
and swarms of ravenous, underfed mosquitoes
and blackflies, but the living conditions of the
town were improving daily and there was a genuine camaraderie between the various peoples
who inhabited the town. It is possible that
nowhere else on this planet had a town been
completed in such a short time and under such
adverse climatic conditions. It was time for luck
to look the other way for a few months, time for
misfortune to call in her marker.
Nineteen sixty-four started with a bad winter
but it also started with hope. On January 23, The
Citizen reported that work on the highway to
Thompson was well on schedule and the road
should be ready for traffic by the fall of 1964. A
Simkin Construction Company camp had been
set up some forty-two miles (68km) south of
town and there was travel between this camp and
Wabowden by pick-up trucks and heavier equipment daily. The ungravelled road was reported to
be bearing up well under the traffic. A bulldozer
was expected to leave Thompson on January 23,
to blade the road through to the Simkin camp
along the previously graded road but a Department of Highways spokesman, when asked about
the possibility of travelling down the as yet
incomplete road, answered with a resounding,
"No Way!" The road received more publicity
with the announcement that the Department of
Mines and Natural Resources planned to bring
three light gravel trucks and two 'cats' over the
road before the February 1, but, once again, the
Department of Highways and the police insisted,
the road would not be open for public use until

the 1964-65 winter. They could have saved their
breath. As soon as the Thompsonites heard the
news that it might be possible to travel to The Pas
by road, they had to try it. Hundreds of motorists
made the trip to The Pas, Flin Flon and other
points South by March. On March 6, the
Thompson Citizen published a map of the highway and a description of the road. This description shows just how desperate Thompson folk
were to be able to get out of town: "From Thompson south, gravelled
highway extends 21.6 miles. For the
next 12.5 miles, construction work is
being carried out, but travel conditions
on both the rough base and the winter
road in this area is good.
"Following this 12.5 miles there is
31.6 miles of gravelled highway to the
Wabowden junction. Gas and meals
are available by driving two miles
southeast into Wabowden. Motorists
should make particular note of a very
sharp detour 54.1 miles south of
Thompson on the gravelled road to
Wabowden. Warning signs mark the
detour but could be missed.
"From the Wabowden junction 19
miles of base have been completed
which affords excellent travel. Next
follows 6.3 miles of winter road and
base construction and motorists should
again travel cautiously.
"Then comes 10 miles of completed base to Brown's Construction
camp at which point there is another
sharp, but marked, detour. In this 10
miles there are three points where
culverts are missing and the road
detours with no signs.
"From Brown's camp 95 miles of
gravelled road in excellent condition
brings motorists to Number 10 highway."
The hair-raising trips down the new road
soon came to an end. On 14th April the
Thompson Chamber of Commerce officiated at
a mock funeral service for the now impenetrable
road at Mile 23. The cause of the untimely death
was put down as the arrival of spring and the fact
that the provincial government did not plan to
complete the road construction until 1965 . Disappointment at the government's action (or lack of
action) was keenly felt by the Thompson resi137

dents, many of whom were planning economically feasible vacation trips along their new
highway.
The rise and fall of highway access to
Thompson was not the only good news in town in
the late winter or early spring of 1964. Radio was
coming to town. In January it was announced
that only the lack of a transmitter prevented
CHTM-Radio Thompson from taking to the air
waves. Mike Tadman, the station manager,
promised, "No matter what happens now, we
will be on the air by March 1." The station was
scheduled to operate at 1000 watts on a frequency
of 610 kilocycles. The CHTM studios were
located, together with those of CESM-TV, in the
Thompson Plaza.
On March 28, the CHTM radio station, having only two days before received approval from
the Department of Transport in Ottawa, began
broadcasting. The opening broadcast was from
the dining room of the Thompson Inn. At 8:59
p.m. F. Foster Todd, General Manager of Inco,
declared the station open. Special guests at the
opening ceremonies included the local M.L.A.,
Gordon Beard, Murray Campbell, president of
the Thompson Chamber of Commerce, Rev.
Harold Koch, president of the Thompson
Religious Council and Brian Koshul from Local
6166. Following the first full day of broadcasting
on Sunday, 29th March, station manager, Bernie
Pascal (what happened to Mike Tadman?)
reported that residents in Lynn Lake had received
a clear, strong signal with good reception also
being reported from Churchill, Gillam, The Pas
and Flin Flon.
Community news continued to pour in as
Thompson began to expand not only in size but
in the scope of facilities offered to the residents.
The United Mennonite Church opened a new
building for worship services. The dedications
ceremonies were held on February 23. The
church was designed by Church Enterprises Ltd.
who provided construction materials for the
$45,000 building which was erected by C.H.B. of
Thompson. Also in February a series of TeenDance Parties began. These parties, held in the
new Legion Hall and sponsored by the Legion
and the Elks, were for high school students over
the age of thirteen and proved to be very popular
happenings.
In May the Thompson JayCees erected the
very first 'Welcome to Thompson' sign. This first
sign was placed, proudly and clearly on the station road quite close to the railway station. One

week later, another sign was hoisted up to welcome visitors. This second sign was located on
the airport road near to the Burntwood River
bridge. There was no sign erected on the Paint
Lake road. Had the JayCees forgotten the
adventurous, intrepid travellers of the non-existent road? However, it is certain that, during the
summer months, no-one would enter town from
that direction. Maybe some sort of sign should
have been placed on that particular stretch of
road anyway. There were an increasing number
of accidents on that Paint Lake road. Perhaps
signs could have warned of the dangers as well as
welcoming the travellers home. Whether signs
would have helped the situation is a moot point.
What is sure is that 1964 must be rated as the year
of the accident. Almost every edition of the local
newspapers seemed to include details of some
misfortune; there were road accidents, boating
mishaps annd plane crashes competing for newspaper space with news of house and apartment
fires and home accidents. Nor was the plantsite
immune. The safety record at the new mine had
not been a good one. In March, there was
another fatality when Carl Schwan was killed by
a fall of rock at the 1000 foot level of the
Thompson mine. This accident underlined the
fact that the mining industry was a dangerous one
and brought home to the community as a whole
the conditions that were faced every day at work
by their neighbours.
A notable first offered a little light relief to
Thompsonites. On June 17, the R.C.M.P. raided
a house on Greenway and arrested fourteen local
residents. The next morning the fourteen
appeared in court and pleaded guilty to being
found in a common bawdy house. The fines were
ten dollars each, plus five dollars and fifty cents
costs. Sergeant Herb Singleton told the court that
he had been assigned to door duty during the
raid. When the raid was over he heard someone
hammering on the door. He opened it. Two men
stood outside; they took one look at the sergeant
in his uniform and ran off down the road. "I
didn't get a chance to invite them in or ask what
they wanted," commented the policeman.
There was more important news in" the June
of 1964 than the raid on the 'house of ill-repute'
at 36 on 83. Thompson was surrounded by forest
fires. A spokesman for the firefighters stated that
almost every fire had been started because of
carelessness on the part of campers; either a camp
fire had not been properly extinguished or a
cigarette had been tossed into the bush. The
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worst fire was at Moak Lake, near the power line
that ran from Kelsey to Thompson, sixty-eight
men were detailed to battle this monster fire. The
equipment used included water bombers, a government helicopter, eleven large fire pumps,
bulldozers and trucks. There were other fires,
too: fires at Liz and Joey lakes, at the airport
construction site and even one in town, between
the Juniper subdivision and the hospital. All·
these small fires were quickly brought under control, or extinguished, but the Moak Lake monster
continued unabated. By mid-June, over 25,000
acres (10,120 ha) of bushland had been destroyed,
at times the hydro line had been considered in
jeopardy but the firefighters were able to assure
the town residents there was no danger of power
service disruption.
On June 20, Thompson was without electricity from noon until 1:30 a.m. the next morning (a Sunday). INCO was unable to work four
shifts and a number of local businesses were
forced to close their doors on a pay day weekend. The power failure was attributed to the
concentration and build up of smoke particles,
ash and carbon from the Moak Lake fire which
caused two of the power lines to touch and short
out. Fortunately there was no serious damage to
the hydro installations and no personal injury.
Three days later, the weather came to the help of
the firemen and heavy rains helped quench the
bush fire which had, by then consumed 126,000
acres (51,000 ha) of the bushland in the Moak
Lake/Mystery Lake area.
In June, Thompson had some guests from all
over the province. The Thompson Elks hosted
Thompson's first major convention when they
welcomed their fellows in Elkdom to the 37th
Annual Manitoba Elks Association Convention.
Apart from the usual convention business, the
host Elks and the Thompson Order of the Royal
Purple planned a full slate of events for their
guests; these included a registration and getacquainted party on Thursday June 11, at the
Legion Hall. A tour of IN CO was arranged for
Friday afternoon, a weiner roast and barbeque
fish fry at Paint Lake on Friday evening and a
wind-up banquet and ball at the Legion Hall on
Saturday evening. The convention was declared
to be a huge success by both visitors and hosts but
now, after all these years have rolled by, perhaps
an out of town visitor could explain what he
thought of the Thompson 'goings-on' in that
unusual month of June.
•
The Curling Club built a new rink housing six
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sheets of ice and a small waiting room in 1964 in
the recreation area. This served well for more
than a decade. It was rebuilt in 1978, still with six
sheets of ice, but with club rooms upstairs and
observers deck and food facility downstairs.
Curling has been, and is, a favorite winter pastime in this city of long winters.
The summer of 1964 almost saw Thompson
with a golf course. The Thompson Golf Club
managed to prepare all of number one fairway
for grading and ploughing and make a start on
fairways two and three. Then the rains came,
which rather dampened the enthusiasm of the
forty-two volunteers, who had been devoting a
considerable amount of their spare time to course
preparation.
A new shopping centre was in the process of
construction. This centre was to be known as the
Burntwood Village Centre and would consist of a
large L-shaped Safeway store and six smaller
stores. The proposal for the new centre was made
by Laurentian Properties Ltd. of Winnipeg who
contracted Malcolm Construction to erect the
building.
Thompson was looking to the country's
future as well as its own. Under the chairmanship
of Arne Sorensen, Thompson's Centennial Project Committee began work. Ballot papers had
been printed in the local newspapers for residents
to say what they would like to see as Thompson's
special, commemorative project for the 1967
Canada Centennial. The ballots produced a
deadlock, forty-four percent of the people voted
for an indoor swimming pool and forty-four
percent voted for a public library. The second
choice on almost all ballots was a community
hall. Carl Nesbitt was asked to provide plans and
costs for all three projects so that the committee
could see which of them could be completed
using the funds available.
Hard on the heels of the Burntwood Centre
came the Thompson Four Way Ltd., a building
to house three businesses at the corner of Copper
and Cobalt. The businesses chosen were a grocery store, a hairdressing salon; the third enterprise was not selected until a later date. The
sponsors of Four Way pointed out that this was
the first business concern started in Thompson
that was founded with Thompson-earned capital, by Thompson people and for the benefit of
the community. Thompson Four Way Ltd. was
the brain child of a group of INCO workers who
were confident of Thompson's future. The

events of August and September 1964 may have
given this group cause to regret their actions.
Nineteen-sixty-four was contract year at
INCO. Since the middle of January, IN CO and
the Steelworkers' Union had been locked in
negotiations over a new contract. 'Locked' is
probably not the right word to use for this particular set of contract talks; 'deadlocked' would be
more appropriate. Then, as now, it was impossible to pinpoint the union's grievances. There was
a deep undercurrent of ill feeling toward the
company which stemmed from many frustrations. Perhaps the most serious point at issue was
the safety record at the plant site; it was downright bad. There may have been reasons for this;
lack of training because of a large turnover of
employees, drunkenness, or impatience to earn
as much money as possible in the shortest time in
order to be able to quit rich. Whatever the cause
or causes, they needed to be addressed. The men
were frustrated at what they considered bad living conditions in the camps. "I lived in camps all
over the country," grumbled one man, "but I
never saw one as bad as this one." The tents were
overcrowded, (often five men had to share a tent
designed for four), cold, (one small stove being
used to heat the whole interior) and fire traps;
several tents caught fire from the oil stove being
overturned. The camp had one telephone for two
thousand men, a window of the phone booth was
accidently broken and, instead of the window
being repaired, the phone and booth were
removed. Winter and summer, boots had to be
work in the camp. In winter, the boots were
necessary because of the deep snow; in summer,
the boots were required so that the oceans of mud
could be traversed with the minimum amount of
trouble. Reports from the men living in the
camps at the time say that the walkways were
never ploughed in the winter or compacted with
gravel in the summer; a small inconvenience
maybe but it was considered typical of what the
employees were beginning to think was a callous
Company attitude toward them.
The manner in which the negotiations were
carried out did not help dispel the feeling that the
company was taking a high-handed, 'that's the
way it's going to be, take it or leave it' stance with
its employees. Negotiations were held in Winnipeg. Union representatives travelled for
twenty-four hours on the train to attend the
meetings. Then, when the talks began, they were
not allowed to hear INCO management state the
company position. All statements for INCO were

delivered by lawyers. Company officials sat silent
through the entire proceedings. Ken MacMaster,
the president of the Local 6166 in 1964, recalls
goading and taunting the management representatives to try and get some reaction from them,
but it was no use. Ken also recalls the fact that
when union Officials arrived back in Thompson,
after a further twenty-four hours on the train,
they had nothing to report at the union general
meetings. Frustration mounted.
In April, Henry Wingate reported to the
IN CO shareholders that the INCO profit for the
first quarter of 1964 was the highest the company
had ever experienced. More fuel was added to the
employees smouldering resentment. The year of
1964 did not help matters either: cold winter, no
road, the continuing high costs of northern living, delayed radio station opening, no covered
recreation centre, forest fires seemingly
endangering the very existence of the new town.
None of these events were the fault of the company, but they all added to the general frustration
and resentment.
The events leading up to the strike were
detailed by the Minister of Labour, O. B.
Baizley, in the Manitoba Legislature:
"In view of the wide-spread interest
and concern which has been shown in
this House and by the public generally,
concerning the shutdown of the
Thompson Plant of International
Nickel Company, I think it is appropriate at this time to review the developments to date, particularly insofar as
the Department of Labour has been
involved.
"At the outset I would like to say
that I think we have done everything in
our power, through lawful intervention, to prevent the current strike.
When I relate our participation in the
efforts made to bring about a settlement mutually agreeable to both parties to this dispute, I believe the House
will agree that we have done everything
we could to avoid a shutdown of this
important industrial undertaking.
"I am informed that direct negotiations for a collective agreement
between the union concerned - the
United Steelworkers of America, Local
6166 - and the International Nickel
Company began in January of this year
and continued until May.
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"On May 25, I received from the
Union an application for the appointment of a conciliation service. On the
same day, May 25, Mr. A. C. Gillespie,
our conciliator, was appointed to act as
conciliation officer in this dispute.
"On June 10th Mr. Gillespie filed
his final report stating he had been
unable to bring about a settlement.
"That same day, June 10th, the
parties were notified the conciliation
officer had filed his final report indicating that a settlement had not been
reached.
"Also on that day, June 10, I met
personally with Union officials and
reviewed the dispute with them.
"On June 12 I reviewed the dispute
with Company officials.
"On June 15, I announced that I
had decided to appoint a conciliation
board. I said this decision was based
mainly on two considerations: the
adverse effect failure to reach a settlement would have on the economy of
Thompson, which is so largely dependent on a single industry undertaking;
and the strong belief of at least one of
the parties to the dispute that a board
would be helpful in bringing about a
settlement.
"I also stated at the same time
that, by agreement of the parties, the
board would be required to report to
me not later than thirty days from the
appointment of the chairman.
"The Union named as its nominee
to the board Montague Israels, Q.C.,
and the Company's nominee was Mr.
Henry B. Monk, Q.C. As you know,
both are prominent Winnipeg barristers with extensive experience in
labour relations who have acted on
conciliation boards on many occasions.
"On June 17, the nominees
received official confirmation of their
appointment to the Board.
"These two members of the
board, by agreement, nominated as
chairman Mr. Justice C. Rhodes Smith
of the court of Queen's Bench. On June
22, Mr. Justice Smith was appointed
chairman of the conciliation board.
"On July 13, the Board filed its

report with the Minister. With the
exception of two points, the Board's
recommendations were unanimous. A
copy of the Board's report was given to
the Parties.
"On July 19 the company's
employees at Thompson voted overwhelmingly against accepting the
Board's report.
On July 21 the Union applied for a
government supervised strike vote at
Thompson.
On July 31 I requested the parties
to meet again with Mr. Gillespie on
August 10th in a further attempt to
avert a work stoppage.
"The strike vote was taken August
6 and 7 and strike action was endorsed
practically unanimously.
"Mr. Gillespie met with the negotiation committees of the parties on
August 10 and 11, on the evening of
August 11th, a memorandum was
signed by members of the negotiation
committees setting forth terms of settlement satisfactory to all members of
the Union and Company negotiating
committees.
"It appears that employees at
Thompson were on strike on the morning of August 12 before the union negotiating committee returned to
Thompson. The details of the settlement agreed to by the Negotiating
Committee were presented at a meeting
of the union that same evening and
were decisively rejected.
"The record of the Labour
Department's intervention in this dispute proves, I think, that not only was
everything possible done to avert the
strike, but that it was done with the
greatest possible speed. Unfortunately
the joint efforts of government, labour
and management representatives were
not successful.
"In the final analysis the union
membership exercised its legitimate,
democratic right to reject the terms of
settlement which the negotiators for
both parties felt were a fair basis of
settlement.
"I am not going to try and hide my
keen feeling of disappointment at the
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August 19, INCO mailed the following message
to all their employees:

final outcome. From the start we recognized the vital importance of a
peaceful settlement of this dispute
affecting, as it most certainly does, the
continued growth and development of
the North. "I want to make it clear,
however, that I am not critical of the
negotiating parties or the union membership.
"I believe everyone concerned
tried hard to find a basis of settlement
which would avoid a work stoppage.
"We must now recognise that in
our society, it is the parties themselves
in a labour dispute who must make the
final decision as to settlement and
thereby enable an agreement to be
reached and ratified by their respective
principals.
"Let us all understand, Madam
Speaker, that in the present situation I
have no authority to impose a settlement on the parties; nor would this, in
my opinion and, I believe, in the opinion of this House, be desirable.
"Free collective bargaining with
the right to strike is the traditional,
deep seated policy of our country and
our province. Like most other good
things it has disadvantages but, on balance, down through the years, it has
proved worthy of our support.
"I have outlined to you in some
detail the background and developments in the current Thompson situation.
"I know of no further intervention which we might undertake at this
time which would be helpful in resolving matters still at issue in this dispute.
"We shall, however, keep a
watchful eye on developments and if
there are indications that our services
as conciliators or mediators can be
usefully rendered, we, of course, stand
ready to do so."

"We feel it worthwhile to set out the
facts regarding the Company's proposal for settlement of all the outstanding issues between us in arriving
at a new contract.
"On August 11, with the assistance
of a Provincial Conciliation Officer, an
agreement was reached and a memorandum covering its provisions was
signed by representatives of the Company and your negotiating committee,
including three top ranking Canadian
officials of the United Steelworkers of
America.
"This 'Memorandum of Agreement' covered wages, working conditions and fringe benefits for a three
year period from March 1st 1964,
including:
"An immediate wage increase of
5 070 effective on the date of acceptance;
a further wage increase of 3 % on
March 1st, 1965, a total of 8% within
seven months from August 11th, 1964; a
third wage increase of an additional
31/2% effective on the second anniversary of the agreement, thus providing a
total of 111/2% during a 19 month
period.
"Other Benefits include:
"A lump sum payment of $60.00
for every employee on the payroll as of
March 1st, 1964 and still employed at
the effective date of agreement;
"Immediate additional wage
increases ranging from 5¢ to 23¢ an
hour for approximately 400 employees
mainly in the refinery;
"Extension of employee vacations; additional travelling time and
improvements in eligibility for vacation
pay;
"Increase in the number of general holidays, more liberal payments to
those at work on such days and
improvements in pay qualifications for
time not worked on these days;
"Substantial increases in sickness
and accident benefits; modification of
the pension plan to provide increased

The Minister's statement shows the government's view of the strike and the negotiations.
The fact that the union membership came out on
strike gives an indication of how they regarded
the Agreement between their negotiating committee and the company representative. What
were the details of the proposed settlement? On
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lection of freshly cut trees, oil drums, rocks, tyres
and rough, homemade barricades were removed
and regular, lawful picketing was instigated. By
utilising more patience and tolerance for each
other's viewpoint than they had shown in the
previous seven months of negotiations, INCO
and the union officers had defused a potentially
explosive situation.
The explosive nature of the strike may have
been quenched, but the memories of those days
are still fresh in the minds of many of the town's
residents of 1964. Audrey Hooge writes: "The
advent of the first strike experienced by the community left a lasting impression on both Earl and
me. We expressed our fears to the Risleys, the
Dunseaths and the Lechlets as we visited in the
yard. We had seen the emotional fury build
among the hourly men until we were sure that
they would vote for a strike. Some of the men

death benefits and much earlier vesting
provisions.
"The proposal for settlement outlined in the 'Memorandum of Agreement' must, in our opinion, be
regarded as liberal by any standard. It
was agreed to, accepted and signed, by
the authorised representatives of both
the Union and the Company and there
is no reason why it should not have
been made effective promptly.
"The Company regrets the interruption in your employment caused by
these circumstances. The proposals as
outlined in the 'Memorandum of
Agreement' remain open as of this date
for your acceptance."
As the strike progressed, INCO mailed other
letters to their employees, one of these tabulated
the dollar values of the wage offer. At the top of
the scale a machinist could expect his earnings to
rise from $471.54 to $525.48 over the duration of
the contract. At the other end of the scale, a
labourer would see his pay increase from $354.09
to $394.11 during the same period. The rates
quoted did not include shift premiums, Sunday
premiums or incentive bonus.
The stage was set for a long strike. INCO
seemed convinced that they had made a good
offer. Their employees, on the other hand, were
attempting to alleviate some very real frustrations and resentments with life in Thompson by
taking industrial action. The government, while
deploring the work stoppage, were convinced
that there was nothing that they could legally do
to intervene in this serious breakdown in labour
relations. Stalemate.
The Minister of Labour mentioned in his
statement to the Legislature that the strike began
on the morning of August 12, the day after the
'Memorandum of Agreement' was signed. This is
not how Ken MacMaster remembers the beginning of the strike. He recollects, "The union's
negotiating team were warned in a phone call to
our hotel that something was happening at the
plantsite. That night, August 11, we flew back to
Thompson only to find that the barricades had
been erected and no-one was being allowed in to
or out of the site. Instead of calling the police and
having the barricades removed, INCO exhibitied
some fine judgement and gave me forty-eight
hours to persuade the men to take the road blocks
down voluntarily."
Within the forty-eight hour deadline the col-

Strikers on the road to the plantsite, 1964.
George Buchhulz.

The story of the 1964 strike in one picture. Cars are abandoned at the railway station as residents rush to leave town.
George Buchholz.

gathered at the gates and refused to allow the
midnight entry to the plant. The strike was on.
The next day it became official.
"There was a strong feeling that the mine
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would never open again. Single men were leaving
town in droves, even families were packing up
their possessions and heading for the railway
station. These families left their keys to the
houses that they had purchased with their bank
managers and went, never to return. We saw
many cars packed with clothing and potted plants
being themselves loaded onto box cars for the
journey south. Passenger trains came in with
extra coaches and, while young women and children bade tearful farewells to their menfolk,
railroad police stood in the train doorways
shouting, "Women and children first!"
"It was an evacuation, an exodus. Our street
was deserted. Negotiations continued and when
the men met in the theatre to consider a company
offer, the women would wait in the parking lot at
the Hudson's Bay store and await the decision.
When the men emerged and set a bonfire with
their pamphlets we knew that the offer had been
rejected. The men built log cabins at the gates of
the shafts then lit bonfires to ward off the blackflies and mosquitoes. Earl took his turn on the
picket line and, each week, I stood in line in the
Catholic Church hall to receive the weekly strike
pay. I stood at the table in front of Joe Borowski
and Brian Koshul and answer, "NO!" to the
qualifying question, "Is your husband working?" I would take the voucher to the Shop Easy
store and carefully price each article. The
voucher value was $28.00 and that had to suffice
for the weeks' groceries."
Local businesses were also adversely affected.
Brian and Kay Campbell moved to Thompson in
1961 from Indian Head, Saskatchewan. They
wanted to try their hand at something a little
different; in Thompson they opened a construction equipment rental and supply business. In
their third year of business came the strike.
"Things were extremely tough. It took us
another three years to recover." commented
Brian, "The town all but emptied of people during the strike."
For the staff employees at INCO, the time of
the strike was a relaxing lull from their daily
chores. John Ramey and Ole Olafson, both
employed in the laboratories in the General
Office Building can remember walking with the
security guards on tours of inspection and feeding the foxes that poked hungrily around the
INCO dump. Some of the staff were shut in
during the first forty-eight hours of the strike but
many lived in the camps and so were on the right
side of the barracades. There was one unexpected

visitor during the stoppage. The plant was so
quiet without the heavy machinery operating that
a black bear came up to the doors of the general
office to investigate. Security personnel shooed
the animal away.
Beth Hamilton remembers the strike of '64
with misgivings, "It lasted six weeks," she says,
"and it seemed like six years."
Beth's memory is a little faulty, the strike
lasted four weeks. But the fact that she remembers it as being half as long again underlines the
impact that the strike had on her life.
It ended, just like that. Following a weekend
of meetings between INCO and local 6166 representatives, INCO offered a one hundred dollars
signing on bonus for the Union employees. The
original offer, on 11th August, was for sixty dollars. On Wednesday, September 9, twenty-nine
days after the first, wildcat, action and twentyeight days after it became official, the strike was
over. The North breathed a sigh of relief. Not
only Thompson had felt the pinch, The Pas was
affected by reduced traffic through the railway
station and then affected again by the sudden
flood of men and goods attempting to make it
back to Thompson in time for the first work
shift.
Mention has been made of the number of
people who left town before and during the
strike. In this case figures may show how drastic
this evacuation was. In the year of 1963 the population of Thompson increased by twenty-one and
one half percent, in 1965 the population increase
was eighteen percent, in 1964, the year of the
strike, the population rose by a mere one point
three percent. Although it was impossible to
measure accurately, it was estimated that over
thirty-five hundred people left town in July,
August and September 1964, and this number was
from a population of about eight thousand.
So why did the dispute end? The answer is
best described in the October 1964 edition of 'The
Miners' Voice' the official newspaper of the
United Steelworkers' of America, District No.6.
The report states:
"Accepting the Manitoba government's pledge to tackle Thompson's
high cost of living economy, Local 6166
representing International Nickel
Company employees voted September
8, by 375 to 66 to ratify the firm's
revised contract settlement offer
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exceeding a 381f2¢ hourly monetary
package. The men returned to work the
next day. The company's payroll numbered 1,824 workers prior to the 28-day
strike which began Aug. 12. Most of the
employees left the community after the
strike began.
"With the strike terminated in
INCO's $185,000,000 integrated mining, smelting and refining complex, the
government moved quickly in response
to the union's demand for action to
curb profiteering, complete the highway linking the town with southern
Manitoba communities and other proposals designed to protect the gains
won by the union at the bargaining
table. "
"After a special cabinet meeting,
Premier Duff Roblin, announced that
Municipal Affairs Minister Robert G.
Smellie would conduct an investigation
of Thompson living costs. Public
Works Minister Walter Weir said the
highway would be completed by Dec. 1.
"Mr. Smellie told a public meeting
Sept. 15, when the United Steelworkers
of America submitted its community
improvement proposals, that negotiations between the province and INCO
regarding autonomous government for
Thompson were continuing. He said
the government has purchased buildings valued at $41,000 which will be
moved to Thompson to provide a
sports arena, a curling rink and an
auditorium. He indicated the government might have to consider going into
the apartment housing business if rents
which were reduced during the recent
strike are returned to their original
level. The cabinet is studying the possibility of establishing a limited dividend housing corporation, Mr. Smellie
declared.
"The union also asked the government to use its good offices in
obtaining Transair plane fare reduction, slashing of C.N .R. freight rates
and location of a C.B.C. satellite television station.
"Premier Roblin promised the
union's proposals for corrimunity betterment "will receive the most careful

consideration". Union spokesmen
warned that lack of speedy action could
result in turmoil and discontent which
could inhibit post-strike relations with
INCO."
After the upheaval of the summer months,
things began to return to normal in the new town.
The Jackson Brown store, for children and
youths became the third store in the Four-Way
Building. It was announced that Mid Lake would
be stocked with trout. The town pondered the
problem of Heinz Oestreich's car which spontaneously burst into flame one cold November
morning, but, there was action on the union's
concerns, too. Carl Nesbitt was appointed head
of the Thompson Limited Dividend Housing
Company. The company had the power to erect
low rental housing in Thompson and, if they
considered it necessary, buy existing housing
units from the owners. The new road, promised
for December 1, was ahead of schedule.
Amazingly, beer prices fell, from three dollars
and a quarter a case to two dollars ninety. This
was a step in the right direction; but the price of a
case of beer in Winnipeg was still cheaper at two
dollars and eighty cents.
The news seemed to improve as the year
approached its end. The Westwood subdivision
was connected to cable TV. On December 15, a
night patrol was instituted on the WekuskoThompson stretch of the new highway and the
first of five lodges for single men opened up.
Board and room was twenty-three dollars per
week, but this was 1964, the year of tragedy and
disaster. In the midst of the celebrations of the
return to normality came the news that fiveyear-old Ralph De Baere had died of exposure at
Paint Lake just before a search party reached the
island where he and his father had earlier sought
shelter. Then, to bring the year to a fitting and
sorrowful conclusion, there was another mine
accident. Guiseppe Fongaro was killed at the
twelve hundred foot level, when a loose rock was
dislodged, as he and his partner were scaling out
a stope. As the year ended, though, the problems
and tragedies were forgotten. After all, there
were some positive results from 1964. Thompson
had a road out, a new post office was being built,
the Thompson Community Club was thriving
and a drum and bugle Band had been formed
through affiliation with this Club. If the strike
had proved hard for a number of families, then
had not the monster wiener roast helped com145

Wednesdays and Fridays, arriving in Thompson
at 12:15 p.m., then leave Thompson at 2:00 p.m.
to arrive at The Pas at 7:15 p.m. Regular stops
would be made at Wabowden, Wekusko Junction and the Snow Lake junction, as well as other
points, if there was a demand. Tickets for this
new service were to be sold at Byron's Travel
Service in The Plaza and the buses were to use
Sinclair's Restaurant in The Plaza as their arrival
and departure terminal.
Thompson was still a one-industry town and
the local branch of the R.C.M.P. were determined to keep it that way. A raid was carried out
on a house on Greenway (not the bawdy house)
and a homemade still was removed. Not satisfied
with ruining what could have become a very
popular and profitable second industry for the
area, the police then laid charges against the
occupants of the house for having the parts of a
still suitable for the manufacture of spirits and
having no licence to enter the distilling business.
Another small business cut down in its infancy by
official red-tape.
The year of 1965 was a federal election year;
federal government ministers were taking walkabouts. Thompson received its official visit in
February. The chief visitor was the Minister of
Mines and Technical Surveys, Hon. William N.
Bendickson, but the Ottawa delegation was a
large one. As well as the Minister, there were, Dr.
W. E. van Steenburgh, Deputy Minister; Dr. Y.
O. Fortier, director, Geological Survey of Canada; Dr. John Convey, director, Mines Branch;
Dr. K. W. Downes, chief, extractive metallurgy
division, Mines Branch; Dr. S. C. Robinson,
chief, economic geology division, Geological
Survey of Canada; Mr. O. Troy, Executive
Assistant to the Minister; John Reid, special
assistant to the Minister and Mr. C. M. Bartley of
the Non-Metallic Minerals section of the Mines
Branch. It was reported that the visitors would
arrive by air on Sunday, February 7. It was not
reported how many aircraft were used. A look at
the list of visiting officials indicates that there
would need to be one plane for the visitors and
another for their titles. Although the trip was,
ostensibly, to view the new plant, the minister
found time to address the local Liberal Party
faithful and inject a little more enthusiasm into
the assembly for the coming election.
Thompsonites were not particularly
impressed with political cant and rhetoric; there
were more pressing needs to be addressed. The
subject of cheap housing was still a major prob-

pensate? With mixed feelings, the Thompson
residents faced the coming of another year.
Beth Hamilton recalls the main topic of conversation in early 1965: "That year (1965) started
with a sigh of relief; we finally had a highway out
to The Pas. You really took your chances for the
first couple of years. If the weather was nice,
there were not too many problems but, if it
rained, you had to be ready for just about anything. Sometimes you had to be towed for twenty
miles or so through two or three feet of pure
mud, or rocks would shatter your windshield or
puncture your gas tank. I pity the poor men who
built that road, muskeg, mosquitoes and blackflies to contend with and all we could do was beef
about a few rocks and getting stuck now and
again!
"With the passing of the years, the road
improved a lot and the trouble spots were looked
after and then, eventually, it was paved.
"In 1965 we purchased a 1959 Meteor and
decided to take a chance on 391 highway. We got
through some of the roughest spots and were
finally on a nice dry patch, when I glimpsed into
the back ofthe car. I couldn't see the two girls for
dust; the ashtray was missing from the back of
the car and dust was just pouring in through the
hole. We stopped and plugged up the gap with
Kleenex, then carried on. It wasn't ten minutes
later when we noticed our gas gauge going nuts.
We were losing gas and losing it fast! We stopped
again and checked underneath the car. The gas
tank was full of little holes, about twenty of
them. We stuck match sticks in the holes to fill
them up. I still don't know how we made it to The
Pas - but we did! The gas tank had to be
replaced.
"It was great to be able to leave Thompson on
a holiday under our own steam; but it was even
better to come back. We enjoyed the long summer days and the absence of ants and snakes. It
was fun to drive out to Paint Lake for the day and
those sunsets were artists' dreams. The winters?
You just got used to them!"
Thank heavens the Hamiltons used spent
matches to seal their gas tank, otherwise they
might have been making history as the first jet
propelled car to travel 391.
The new road drew the interest of other people, too. William Geller, president of Manitoba
Motor Transit announced that, on February 15,
his firm would begin a regular bus service
between Thompson and The Pas. The buses
would leave The Pas at 7:30 a.m. Mondays,
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lem in the area. The Low Dividend Housing
Corporation was still formulating ideas to provide such buildings. The costs of renting were the
same in all family apartment blocks, one hundred
forty dollars per month, plug-ins five dollars a
month extra. This may not seem much by the
standards of to-day but, remember, in
Thompson in those days there was usually only
one wage earner per family and the INCO pay
rates were from $373.56 to $497.48. This meant
that a family had to payout from twenty-nine
percent to thirty-seven and a half percent in
order to place a roof over its head. No wonder
there was a trade in basement renting for those
people who had houses and were anxious to take
in some extra cash. No wonder, too, that the
union was so keen to attempt to remedy the
situation by means of industrial action.

still attended whatever was happening and were,
as ever, able to enjoy themselves at any time.
Thompson residents needed to find amusement other than in the home. Once more, an
appeal to C.B.C. to provide a free television
service to Thompson had been rejected. A
spokesman for the C.B.C. stated that the Corporation had no plans to service Thompson within
the "next few years". One added luxury that
occurred in March was that The Thompson Citizen announced that it would continue with the
daily publication, Tuesday to Saturday, that it
had been experimenting with since January. Circulation of the newspaper was over two thousand
copies by the beginning of April.
As if to add to the excitement of the forthcoming spring, the Manitoba Government
announced that, on April 2, they would receive
nominations for the office of members of the
committee to advise the resident administrator to
the townsite of Thompson. From the nominees,
the government was to pick five representatives
to advise and help Carl Nesbitt. The Council of
Advisors was to be in effect for a minimum of
two years and, so the provincial government
hoped, act as a training ground for new town
councillors when the time for full municipal government of the town arrived.
At the close of the nomination day seventeen
men had been nominated for the five seats on the
advisory council. The seventeen were, in alphabetical order; Cliff Alguire, Wally Beketa, Gary
Benson, Donald Cameron, Brian Campbell,
Clifford Frame, Carl Goddard, Ike Klassen,
Arthur Lafontaine, Axel Lindquist, Peter
McInnes, Lloyd Morris, Armand Picard, Arne
Sorensen, A. A. Strader, Ronald Symington and
Denis Watson. The town did not have to wait
very long to find out who its advisors were to be.
Within a week of nomination day, the provincial
government announced that Cliff Alguire,
Clifford Frame, Axel Lindquist, Lloyd Morris
and Armand Picard were to become the Advisory
Committee Members. Four out of the five were
INCO employees; only Armand Picard was
employed elsewhere and, as Thompson manager
of Midwest Diamond Drilling, he was no newcomer to the mining industry. Similarly, four of
the five were born in Manitoba, Lloyd Morris
being born in Nova Scotia. The council held its
first meeting on April 22, and the following
duties were delegated to the Council members,
Axel Lindquist - chairman of the utilities committee, Armand Picard - chairman of the roads

Housing of a different kind made news in the
March of 1965. The manager of Thompson's
Hudson Bay store, John Zonneveld, presented
the Thompson District Scout Association with a
cheque for $14,600. This cheque was to be used to
purchase from The Bay the commissary building
at the mine site. This structure, Thompson's first
retail store, had closed for business in late 1964
but was now destined for the Rotary Park in
Thompson where it would be used by the Scouts,
Cubs, Girl Guides and Brownies.
Work began on a new hotel in March. This
hotel was to be called the Burntwood Motor
Hotel and was to include, in a one-storey structure, forty guest rooms, dining rooms, a coffee
shop, a cocktail lounge and a beverage room.
Malcolm Construction were, of course, the contractors for this new project, which was to be
completed by the late summer. Meanwhile, the
Thompson Inn had not been resting on its laurels.
A new annex had just been completed by the end
of '64.
Plans were underway for a winter carnival.
Thompson Ski Club, flushed with the success of a
toboggan party that they had held the previous
year, decided to expand on their idea. On the
final weekend in March they held another toboggan party followed by snow dancing and lunch
for all. Season-end competitions took place the
next day (Sunday) and these were followed by
skiing demonstrations by members of the Flin
Flon Ski Club and the local Auto-boggan Club.
The finale to the weekend was a film show
depicting various facets of the sport of skiing.
The event was well attended; Thompson people
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commitee, Lloyd Morris - chairman of the
committee for protection of persons and property and Cliff Frame, as general chairman of the
Council, would work with the resident administrator in matters pertaining to land transactions
and welfare problems.

It was further decided to hold regular, formal
meetings on the first and third Thursdays of each
month; the first being May 6, and to advertise
these meetings well in advance so that the general
public could attend.
April saw a diabolical theft. Sally was stolen.
Sally was a plywood figure made and painted by
the JayCees. She sat on the ice of the Burntwood
River and waited for it to melt. As Sally sank
beneath the waves, a timing device recorded the
exact instant of her submersion and the person,
who had guessed the correct timing of 'Spring',
won $100.00. There are no coloured photographs
of Sally and no clear black and white prints
either, so we can only guess at her beauty and
wonder what it was about her that caused men to
steal to possess her. JayCee president, Doug
Taylor, replaced the original with Sally II and the
contest continued, but with a warning that the ice
conditions on the Burntwood River were hazardous and pranksters should beware.
If some thief had wished to emulate the stealing of Sally and fallen in the bitterly cold river, he
would have received medical treatment at a hospital under public control and not a hospital
being run by INCO. On April 27 a bill received its
third reading in the Manitoba Legislature; this
bill was to incorporate the Thompson Hospital
under the Hospital Act of Manitoba as a public
hospital. A Board of Directors was named for the
'new' Thompson General Hospital, the board
was: Carl Nesbitt, Jack McConnell, Don Munn,
Al Smith and Ross Hawkins. The board had
absolute control to keep the hospital operating as
a public hospital and incur the necessary debts to
expand the facility if they should deem such
expansion desirable. The hospital was officially
licensed under the Hospital Act on January 1,
1966, and the responsibility for financing was,
from that date, transferred to the provincial government.
May, 1965, began and ended on sour notes.
The newspaper headlines on May 1 struck horror
in the hearts of Thompson residents, the headline
read "The Thompson Highway is Closed". The
Department of Highways had, officially, closed
the highway in mid-April, but no one from
Thompson had taken any notice of this closure,
the need for the road was so great. As of May 1,
however, the police were under instruction to put
up signs indicating that the road was closed
between Paint Lake and Wekusko. The police
were further told to inform the public that any
person found using the road was liable to pros-

Fred and Margaret Price after Fred's election to the first
Town Council. January, 1967. (See page 160.)
Margaret Price.

Thompson's first Town Council. L. to R. Fred Price, Don
Maclean, Jack Knight, Bonnie Swain (Manager C.H.T.M.),
Carl Nesbitt (Local Government District Administrator), Blain
Johnston, Cliff Alguire and Doug Molnar. Ed Summers is
missing from the photograph. (See page 160.)

It was also decided at that first meeting, that
each committee should have at least one other
member of the advisory council sitting upon it,
the spread of Advisory Council members was
then, Cliff Alguire to aid Axel Lindquist with
utilities, Axel Lindquist to assist Armand Picard
on roads, Lloyd Morris to sit on Cliff Alguire'S
protection of people and property committee,
Armand Picard to help Lloyd Morris with parks
and recreation and Cliff Frame to be a member
of each committee.
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ecution for disregarding the signs. The shutdown
of the highway lasted for about seven weeks. A
police report dated June 18, classified the road as
'dusty but passable'. The road must have seemed
more than passable to one man. Terry Monk, a
pilot for Austin Airways, landed his Anson on
the highway just beyond the Paint Lake turn off.
Terry was on a charter flight for INCO when the
weather turned bad. Unable to land at the
Thompson Airport, Terry made an almost perfect landing on the unused highway.
Not only the highway situation was depressing for the town. Golfers were not having a very
good time of it either. In the spring of 1964 the
Thompson Golf Club had been formed and
enthusiastically set about making a golf course
along the river at the end of Nelson Road. Some
misunderstanding had arisen over the choice of
land. The Local Government District said that
there had never been an agreement for the land to
be used for a permanent golf course. The golf
club thought that they had the use of the land
but, eventually, both sides agreed that the parcel
of land was too small for a respectable golf
course and so the golf club set their sights on a
piece of land over the river. This land, the site of
the present golf course was picked because the
land was suitable and the plot large enough for a
full eighteen hole course.
The Westwood subdivision was going well.
Houses, TV and now plans had been approved
for a school. It should come as no surprise that
the school was to be built by Malcolm Construction whose tender of $286,000 was the lowest.
Westwood also got its first church in 1965. The
members of the Thompson Pentecostal Assembly
decided on a site at the corner of Goldeye Crescent and Thompson Drive for their new church.
The building was to be erected in two sections;
the first, or Educational Unit was to be twentyeight feet by fifty-six feet (8.5 x 17m) and would
accommodate one hundred twenty people. This
would seem like a luxury to those of the congregation who had been worshipping in a basement on Beaver Crescent for the past three years.
For the third successive year there was an
exhibition of art work by local artists in town.
This display, of seventy-four works of art, was
held in The Baywhere over one thousand visitors
were able to admire the works.
Optimism was running high in Thompson as
May approached its end. Thompson's first Blood
Donor Clinic, sponsored by the Ladies of the
Royal Purple, the ladies' auxiliary to the Legion,

First Blood Donor Clinic. This took place in the old Legion
Hall. Fred Price is in the centre of the picture.
Margaret Price.

the Elks and the local Legion was a pronounced
success. It was held at the Legion Hall between
the hours of 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on Wednesday May 19, and from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m., 1:00 to
5:00 p.m. and 6:30 to 9:00 pm. on May 20. Many
Thompsonites took the opportunity to donate
their blood to the Red Cross, another example of
the willingness of the early Thompson residents
to help improve the lots of those people less
fortunate than they. The airport was in the news.
More surfacing work was about to be carried out
on the runway; another one and a half inch layer
of asphalt was to be added. The contractors for
the project, Poole Engineering Ltd., hoped to
complete the re-surfacing in 1964, but were prevented from doing so by the wet summer season.
Sunday, May 23, was a beautiful day, filled with
the joy of the promise of spring. The enthusiastic
ball players began the baseball season at the
school diamonds. On May 25, a winter blizzard
hit the community. Work at the airport stopped
and the baseball season was delayed for at least a
week in order to give the diamonds time to dry
out. The storm was particularly harsh. Many
people, who had travelled to work or school or
who had been visiting over town, regretted the
fact that they had left home wearing summerstyle clothing. The garage towtrucks did a good
trade as cars were stuck in the deep snow and the
town snowploughs were just not able to cope with
the heavy snowfall that landed on ground still
below the melting temperature.
The depressing end to May made
Thompsonites greet June, the first real month of
summer, with caution. True, the highway was
officially reopened and true, the curbing programme was starting up again and the street
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paving equipment was being assembled in the
town yards, but it was also true that Paint Lake
had its water level at its highest point in its short
history. The dock area, most of the beaches and
many of the picnic areas were all under water and
what used to be a peninsula, just to the east of
Pickerel Point, was changed to an island by the
excess of water. It did not help local residents to
learn that high water was a world wide problem
and that many countries in Europe were experiencing floods because of the River Danube being
swollen beyond its banks, or that rivers in Idaho
were near the flood state. What was important to
Thompson people was that their lake, their recreation area, was flooded and swimming, because
of floating driftwood, was considered hazardous. If boating, waterskiing and swimming
were pursuits that were fraught with danger in
that flood filled month, Thompsonites could
take heart in the fact that, the flood waters would
eventually go down but, until they did, fishing
was excellent.
Summer camps are a North American tradition. The Thompson area has its own summer
camp; it started operation in July, 1965. Lyle and
Karen Nygaard write:

"Since 1965 the Midway Bible Camp has been
attended and appreciated by boys and girls from
Thompson and the surrounding communities.
Hundreds of youngsters have, over the years,
boarded the train in Thompson and ridden either
to Mile 13 or to Pikwitonei. There they changed
from train to boat and travelled to the camp site
on Partridge Crop Lake. One of the boats used
was capable of holding seventy-five campers at
one time. It was often filled to capacity. A separate boat was used to carry their luggage.
"People from Thompson and district,
together with others from as far away as the
United States, would team up to produce a comprehensive camp staff.
"There are many stories told about the hardships of early days camping. Abe Froese tells of
purchasing an old construction camp in
Thompson, tearing it apart in sections and shipping it out to Pikwitonei. Once there, it was tied
together to form a large boom. As many of the
walls and rafters were shipped in complete sections, the boom measured forty feet by one hundred feet. The whole camp was towed from
Pikwitonei to the Campsite by a canoe equipped
with an outboard motor. The trip took fifteen
hours and the Camp was charged the grand sum
of ten dollars for the journey."
Another Camp supervisor, Tom Hart,
recalls, "Our camp schedule was organised
according to the C.N.R. timetable. Unfortunately, on many occasions, the trains were late;
sometimes very late. Therefore we had the children coming to camp at all hours of the day and
night. Of course, this meant many late hours on
the boat. We always ordered our groceries well
ahead of time. However, one year we had one
hundred twenty campers and no groceries - they
had stayed in The Pas! After a few panic telephone calls, the groceries were located and C.N.
promised to send them on the grain train, timed
to reach Pikwitonei at 2:00 a.m. The train arrived
at 4:00 p.m. and we then had to haul the three
thousand lbs. of supplies to camp."
Jay Jennings, who also worked with the Midway Bible Camp, tells of another experience from
a camp near Churchill in 1954. This camp was, in
a way, the beginning of the Midway Bible Camp.
It moved from Churchill to Gillam and then from
Gillam to Partridge Crop Lake in 1965. Jay
reports of an experience, when they were using
tents only for the campers. "The tents were
threaded together with ropes. The last thing that I
saw one night, was a dog sticking his nose

Jim Harvey and Fred Price with their haul, 1962.
Margaret Price.
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Thompson area for many years. Plans are that
the camp will continue for many more years to
come."
By August, the wet weather had cleared up.
Good news for holiday makers, bad news for
firefighters. During the first few days of August,
four fires broke out in the Thompson region. The
fires at Mid Lake, thirty miles north of Nelson
House, Moak Lake, and fifteen miles north of
the Thompson airport were all soon under control. Spokesmen for the fire fighting crews
stressed that most fires were caused by man and
reminded everybody to exercise extreme caution
when travelling in bush country.
August, forest fires notwithstanding, was a
good month for Thompson Postmaster Steve
Bugera. On the ninth of the month, the post
office moved to its final home, the newly completed federal building. Although the new building opened for business on the ninth, the official
opening was set for the sixteenth in order to let
Steve and his staff of eight get things sorted out
before the ceremonies.
The post office opened on schedule; the official opening was on schedule. The opening ceremonies were hosted by Carl Nesbitt and the guest
speaker, for the federal government, was Mrs.
M. Konantz M.P. Mrs. Konantz and Mrs. Malcolm, representing Malcolm Construction, cut
the ritual ribbon signifying the opening of the
new facility. It is not reported if Mrs. Konantz

through a corner of my tent. I shooed him away.
During the night, my wife, Avis, was having
problems with the girls' tent and came for help to
the kitchen tent, where I was sleeping. She bent
over me to wake me up. Half awake (and half
asleep) I could remember the dog trying to get at
the food. I was determined that he wouldn't get a
meal that night and started to throttle the
wretched animal. Avis maintains that it was only
by desperation that she managed to wake me up
and so save her neck."
Lyle and Karen again: "To mention all those
who were involved in the actual construction and
development of the camp would be impossible,
so we will not attempt to do so. However, in the
early days, when we were trying to obtain land
for the Camp, Gordon Beard and Carl Nesbitt
proved invaluable.
"In 1983, Continental Missions, the sponsoring agency for the Midway Bible Camp, decided
that the camp should be moved to an area more
accessible to Thompson residents. As a result of
this decision, a partially developed campground
on Lower Ospawagan Lake was purchased from
the Manitoba Metis Federation and the Midway
Bible Camp is now an annual event at this new
location. The Head Office of Continental Missions is now situated at 39 Beaver Crescent. It is
our experience that the Midway Bible Camp has
made a significant contribution to the physical
and spiritual development of youth from the

The opening of the townsite post office.
INCO.
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stayed in Thompson for the next two days or if
she flew back to her South Winnipeg constituency. If she had stayed up in the Northern outback, she would have been able to see a group of
trucks arrive in town. These trucks, a common
sight in the more populous South, were the property of Gardewine and Sons, who announced that
they were ready to resume their regular truck
service between Thompson and Winnipeg immediately. A tour of the industrial part of town
would have shown Mrs. Konantz the unloading
of the Bird Radar installations ready for re-use as
the Thompson Recreation Centre. A visit to the
town could also have introduced Mrs. Konantz to
the two beauty queens in Thompson. Dorothy
Merkley had won the Queen Mermaid title at Flin
Flon's Trout Festival and Nora Ballantyne was
runner up in the national contest for Miss Indian
Princess. Nora was a Flin Flon resident and a one
time employee of INCO in Thompson.
The fall of 1965 was responsible for sending
Thompsonites to the polls; not once but twice.
The federal election was in the offing and all
parties made a play for Thompson support by
declaring that TV service for the new community
was a priority on their lists. Of more immediate
concern for the local residents was the call for
nominations for a new school board. By
November 10, the Trustee, Carl Nesbitt,
announced that nineteen people had let their
names stand for the new board. The nineteen
names were; Adrian Baker, Barry Benny,
Kathleen Campbell, Douglas Chase, Len Fenske,
Gerald Flannery, Paul Harman, Jack Holtby,
Herbert King, Gerald Klein, Ike Klassen, Bruce
McArthur, John McDougall, Peter McInnes,
Ivor McLeod, Donald Orchard, Nadine Rutherford, Norm Propp and Ronald Symington. The
poll was held on November 12 and eight hundred
ninety-one electors made their choices from the
nineteen nominees. It was estimated that just
over three thousand residents were eligible to
vote which means that the turnout was poor,
under thirty percent of the electorate bothering to
cast their votes. Donald Cameron as Returning
Officer announced that Kathleen Campbell
headed the poll with a total of five hundred
thirty-eight votes, the other members of the
School Board were to be Adrian Baker, four
hundred forty-three votes, Ike Klassen, four
hundred twenty-five, John Holtby, three hundred ninety-three and Ivor McLeod with three
hundred sixty-seven votes.
The Federal election had a better turnout than

Thompson's first School Board. Ike Klassen, Ivor McLeod,
Kay Campbell, Adrian Baker and Jack Holtby.
School Djstrict of Mystery Lake.

the School Board poll. The candidates were: Ken
MacMaster for the N.D.P., Bud Jobin for the
Liberal Party, Curt Shielman for Social Credit
and Bud Simpson for the Progressive Conservatives. When all the speeches were made, the
constituency toured, and the promises made, the
voters cast their ballots on Monday, November 8.
In Thompson, it was Bud Jobin who topped the
polls but, in all of the Churchill Constituency, it
was Progressive Conservative, Bud Simpson,
who was returned to Ottawa.
After the excitement of the previous two
months, December promised to be somewhat
quieter. Just in time for the big Christmas shopping spree, a new Safeway store opened in the
Burntwood Village Centre. Bert Bertelsen, the
manager of the new store, was host to a party of
about seventy men from the Thompson business
community, local church organisations, and
INCO officials at a store preview on December 7.
This presentation was followed by a stag reception and a grand buffet dinner at the Cedar
Room of the Thompson Inn. It seems rather odd
that a venture such as a grocery store would open
with a purely 'stag' function. It would be a good
bet that a large proportion of those men attending the opening celebrations never set foot in the
Safeway establishment again, which is more than
could be said for their wives.
Thompson's Centennial project was declared
official in December. The Thompson Centennial
Committee received notification from the Manitoba government and also the federal government that grants totalling $6,898.00 would be
available to build the proposed library for the
project. The financial settlement from the two
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there would now be greater northern development, but, added,

governments was based on the 1961 federal population census. The figure had been appealed several times by the Thompson Committee as being
unrealistic and unrepresentative of the 1965 population, but the appeals were in vain and the sum
of $6,898.00 was the total amount the governments would pay over. Carl Nesbitt pointed out,
at a public meeting, that the project could still be
carried out by a levy of one mill on the 1966, 1967
and 1968 municipal tax rates. The Thompson
Committee decided to press ahead with the
library project as they had applied to the Manitoba Centennial Corporation in the December of
1964, and the feeling was that too much time had
been wasted already and further appeals would
prove fruitless and lead only to more unnecessary
delays in the completing of the project.
The next year, 1966, began with a series of
'highs' for the new town. In January, it was
announced that long distance telephone rates
were to be reduced in the North. Churchill
M.L.A., Gordon Beard, was to second the
Throne Speech at the opening of the legislature
on February 3, a new hotel, the Burntwood Hotel
opened its doors. The school board held its first
meetings and the Thompson Community Centre
was opened.
The telephone rate reduction applied only to
calls originating and terminating in Manitoba;
some of the savings were quite large. A call from
Thompson to Winnipeg would be reduced to one
dollar ten cents instead of one dollar sixty-five
cents, a person to person call would cost two
dollars twenty cents instead of three dollars
twenty cents. Manitoba Telephones estimated the
total savings for those customers who made calls
to, from or between Churchill, Cormorant,
Grand Rapids, Lynn Lake, Snow Lake,
Thompson, Wabowden and Wekusko would be
in the order of $157,000.
On February 3, Gordon Beard used his position as seconder to the Throne Speech to warn the
provincial government not to neglect the North.

"We can't become complacent;
there's too much work to be done too much catching up to do. A continuous programme must be carried out
by the federal and provincial governments to see to it that Northern Manitoba is encouraged to catch up with the
rest of our citizens.
"Governmen t departments
appear to be ready to accept the challenge of those problems which had
plagued northerners for so long and
held back development. While most
parts of the country have found it a
struggle to keep up with the changing
world, our North has the additional
problem of breaking down the barriers
caused by years of neglect.
"We are encouraged by the government's change of policy and the reassessment of the value of our natural
resources but, to date, we have only
skimmed the surface."
Perhaps, the new community of Thompson
had helped to 'skim the surface' and been instrumental in getting the provincial government to
look again at a portion of the population that
were cut off from what the residents of the
southern part of the province considered to be the
civilized part of the world.
The Burntwood Hotel was certainly civilized.
The manager of the new venture was none other
than Otto Bindle, late of the Thompson Inn. His
new domain included a permanent suite of rooms
for IN CO use, complete with a fieldstone fireplace, private dining room and lounge. The public portion of the hotel, apart from
accommodation for eighty guests, consisted of a
cocktail lounge, licensed dining room and coffee
shop separated by tasteful lattice work. The
men's bar utilised wood panelling and beams to
give the impression of an Olde English Inn. The
opening of this new facility must have given the
manager of the Thompson Inn, Buck Scott,
much food for thought.
The new school board, after many private
meetings from their election in November 1965,
to the end of the year, held their first official
meeting on January 3. Ike Klassen was elected
chairman of the board and Adrian Baker vicechairman. With so much to do, the board man-

"We warn the government," he
said, "that we will not stand for neglect
in the future. Conditions must
improve. Gone are the days when governments can turn their backs on the
north and lend a deaf ear to pleas of
those who have pioneered for too
long."
Gordon went on to say that he was pleased
that the Throne Speech showed indications that
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aged to establish various committees, to agree to
advertise for a secretary-treasurer (a full-time
position), to endorse all the requests for use of
school facilities by local organisations and
appoint Abe Rempel to act as principal of
Number 4 School. With all the excitement the
board forgot to set dates for the regular School
Board meetings. This lack of foresight did not
hold up procedures for too long and the Board
was soon in session again.

until midnight. At the curling arena there were
mixed and novelty bonspiels on all three days and
the recreation building hosted dances on Friday
and Saturday evenings and displays by arts and
sports groups on Sunday. The opening ceremonies were held at 2:00 p.m. on the Saturday
afternoon when the Hon. Robert G. Smellie,
Minister of Municipal Affairs for the province,
Henry S. Wingate, chairman of the board of
INCO (Canada) Ltd. and Jim Parlee, executive
vice-president of INCO, Thompson pioneer and
co-planner of the community centre opened all
three areas simultaneously. The complex covered
forty acres and extended, as it does still, from the
high school to the Burntwood River. As well as
the covered recreational areas, there was ample
parking, baseball diamonds and proposed tennis
and track and field facilities.
It was not all good news that January. There
was still no sign of a C.B.C. TV service. The
Thompson Chamber of Commerce agreed to
send a representative to a regional meeting in
Swan River to prepare common resolutions for
the spring meeting of the Board of Broadcast
Governors in Ottawa. It was the contention of
the northern chambers that C.B.C. network television should be made available to areas of the
country, like northern Manitoba, where service
was unavailable before they extend services to
areas able to receive a basic service. A delegate
was chosen from the assembled representatives;
this delegate would travel to Ottawa to plead the
case of the isolated North. The delegate was
Thompson's own Arne Sorensen.
After such an eventful January, February
seemed like a month to sit back and catch one's
breath. In the first week of the new month,
however, Thompson received a special visitor.
The Right Reverend Ernest M. Howse, Moderator of the United Church of Canada, was the
speaker at the evening service of St. John's
United Church on sixth. This event marked the
first time that a Moderator had visited the Hudson's Bay Presbytery and Dr. Howse made good
use of his time in the area by speaking at Oxford
House before going on to a meeting of the Hudson's Bay Presbytery at Flin Flon.
Not only the forces of God made the headlines in Thompson that February, the spokesmen
for mammon were also heard. It was announced
by the provincial government that a huge hydroelectric project was to be initiated in northern
Manitoba. This project would involve the development on Kettle Rapids, on the Nelson River;

The opening of Number 4 school. Mr. Baxter, Mr. A. Baker,
Mrs. Ingalls and the Hon. Don Craik.
School District of Mystery Lake

While the first meeting of the school board
ranks as a very important milestone in the development of Thompson, it did not grab the attention of the public as much as an event towards the
end of January. The long awaited opening of the
Thompson Community Centre dominated the
month as no other event could. Three days of
celebrations were planned in each of the three
buildings making up the complex. The official
opening weekend saw the Skating-Hockey Arena
offer public skating, hockey tournaments and
broomball exhibitions from 1:00 p.m. until midnight on Friday and Sunday the twenty-eighth
and thirtieth of January, and a similar time-table
on Saturday the twenty-ninth from 8:00 a.m.
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the construction of two extra-high-voltage
transmission lines to Winnipeg and the diversion
of substantial amounts of Churchill River water
into the Nelson River. The announcement followed an agreement between the federal and
provincial governments and would be the first
step in a billion dollar development of the Nelson
that would serve Manitoba's power requirements
until the end of the century. The first stage was
costed at $323,000,000 and would employ at least
three thousand construction workers.
Thompsonites were not impressed. They
knew about large projects. They had seen them
before. And besides, it was cold. Cold? You'd
better believe it! On February 17, the temperatures recorded in town dropped as low as
-71°F (-57°C). On the following day the thermometers went down again to record-setting
temperatures of -80°F or -62°C. Well, at least,
there had been some good news in January!
Having been seen to take action on the issue
of TV service to Thompson, the Chamber of
Commerce started on another hoary, old
chestnut; letter-carrier delivery of mail in town.
A letter had been sent to the post office department in Ottawa requesting letter delivery service
for homes in Thompson. It was also requested
that mail boxes be set up in the various neighbourhoods so that residents would not have to
take the trip to the central post office to mail their
letters. It was suggested, in the letter, that stamp
vending machines could be placed in some of the
local stores. The post office replied that the
number of independent homes required before a
letter carrier service was initiated was twenty-five
hundred. Thompson, the post office claimed,
had nineteen hundred. Only time would bring the
requested services to Thompson.
A new item became news, and from a surprising source. Elman Guttormson, the Liberal
M.L.A. for St. George, submitted a resolution to
the legislature. Mr. Guttormson urged the government to build a road from Grand Rapids to
Ponton. (The geographical location of Ponton
was then described). It was claimed that such a
road would enable the residents of Snow Lake,
Wekusko, Wabowden and Thompson to save
approximately two hundred fifty miles (400km)
on a one-way trip to Winnipeg. There were other
reasons for extending Highway 6 from Grand
Rapids up to the Thompson-The Pas Highway,
number 391. A road, as descriBed by Mr. Guttormson, could open up the rich stands of trees
north of Grand Rapids, trees which could pro-

vide raw material for a pulp and paper mill. The
area north of the Rapids was also rich in lakes
and streams so that a road giving access to this
part of the bush could be expected to bring tourists and holiday makers from the south. The
M.L.A. seemed to get carried away with his idea.
He further suggested renaming the new Highway
6 as Highway 75. "This," he said, "would provide a continuous road from the Gulf of Mexico
to Thompson, with a future extension to Churchill or Lynn Lake." Whether the new extended
road would be called Number 6, Number 75 or
Number 6502.1(a), did not matter to the
Thompson residents. Someone had had a great
idea; all that remained was for somebody else to
pick up that idea and run with it.
Better news was coming. Arne Sorensen was
taking a petition signed by 3,226 Thompsonites
to Ottawa. The petition was presented by all the
interested communities in the north; they claimed
that the petition represented one hundred thousand people living in a semi-remote area. It is of
interest to note how Thompson was described on
the pre-amble to the petition. This is Thompson
describing Thompson in mid-1966.
"THOMPSON, MAN.: It is a fast
growing, aggressive, mining town
which started when an old time prospector led the International Nickel Co.
to a strip of mineralised rocks near
Mystery Lake in Northern Manitoba.
After an expenditure of $185,000,000,
production began in 1960, and, in 1965,
a total of 126,569,069 pounds of nickel
was produced with a total value of
$106,789,018. The ore reserves will last
at least 100 years.
"The population has increased
steadily and is at present approaching
10,000 with a shortage of 500 mining
personnel which would give another
1,500 increase in population. Surrounding Thompson there are a minimum of 5,000 people in Wabowden,
Nelson House and Thicket Portage,
etc., within a radius of 50 miles, this
includes Indian Reservations.
"At Thompson there have been
130 businesses established; also 4 elementary schools, a public hospital and
two shopping centres have been built."
For anyone with a head for figures the cost of
nickel according to the petition was eighty-four
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cents per pound. Maybe there is some hope for us
in 1988.
Arne Sorensen's recollections of the Ottawa
meetings are laconic. "The Chamber of Commerce spearheaded an on-to-Ottawa delegation,
of which we were members, to formally request
the C.R.T.C. and the late Hon. Judy LaMarsh to
provide the community with TV service. A year
later, in 1968, construction of the necessary
transmission towers was started."
The press reports of the time state that Judy
LaMarsh promised Northern Manitoba live
C.B.C. television "as a centennial gift - if not
sooner."
Arne has other recollections of 1966. "By
1966, with a population of near 18,000 (?), only
twelve of the original Twenty-one families
remained in the town. It was decided to form a
group which was named the 'Clan of '58'. Gettogethers were held on an annual basis and
rotated from family to family. Special meetings
were held in the event of the departure of any
member."
In a year of good news there was more to
come. A new General Motors dealership was
planned, called Mystery Lake Motors and
located on Station Road. The dealership was
designed to become a large sales and service
centre. It opened on June 1, 1966.

Another club was formed in March. The
wives of the Thompson Jaycee members, possibly jealous that their spouses were having such
fun at their meetings, decided to organize themselves into a Jaycee auxiliary. The new group was
designated the Jaycettes. The first president of
this new and unusual group was Joyce Trainor.
The provincial government was in the news
again in May. John MacDonald was appointed
by the Hon. Robert Smellie as the first director of
Northern Affairs. The purpose of the new
appointment was to co-ordinate government services in the north in order to present them to the
people in a tangible way. John MacDonald was
to live in Thompson. He was to be assisted by
several administrators, each one responsible for a
different section of the north.
The reason for all this activity north of fiftythree became apparent on May 20, when the
premier of Manitoba, Duff Roblin, called a general election. The election was called for two
days, June 23, for most of Manitoba and July 7,
for the Churchill and Rupertsland constituencies.
Thompson was situated in the vast, sprawling
Churchill constituency. It did not take the ruling
Tories long to name their man for Churchill. On
May 27, incumbent, Gordon Beard, who had
represented the constituency since the election of
1962, was nominated for the Progressive Conser-

The Clan of '58. This picture was taken in 1962 atthe original meeting of the Clan of '58, a group of Thompson residents who had
been in town for Christmas 1958. In the front row, left to right: Dot Warren, Tish Goddard, Nadine Rutherford, Mickey Sorensen,
Millicent de Jonckheere, Nan Hawkins, Alexa Hnatuk, Jean Blair. Second row, left to right: Jean Hess, Joan Hambley, Beulah
Devine, Frances Smith, Bunny Rickaby, Pat Pothakos, Willie Baker, Kay Sinclair, Alice Grey. Back row, left to right: Joan
Johnston, Joan Nicholson, Tony Pothakos, Andy Rickaby, Jack Rutherford, Grant Hambley, Harold Hess, Ken Warren, Adrian
Baker, Blain Johnston, Earl Devine, Arne Sorensen, Hal Sinclair, Marcel (D.J.) de Jonckheere, Art Rooney, Carl Goddard, AI
Smith, George Blair, Carl Hnatuk, Ralph Hawkins, Don Grey.
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vatives. The N.D.P. soon followed suit; they
named Wilf Hudson as their nominee. The Liberal Party were a little slow in getting off the
mark. It was not until June 3, that Gary Walsh
was named as their party's candidate.
With all the politicking another Thompson
first went almost unnoticed. Frank Smith and
Trevor Gordon landed a Commander CF-SUA
jet aircraft at Thompson Airport. This plane was
owned by the Acres group, a consulting
engineering consortium. Passengers on the plane,
which landed on June 1, were all executives of the
consulting firm. The president of Acres Western
Ltd., F. W. Patterson, claimed that, "the northern sites where Acres have projects underway are
now within one and a half hours flying time from
Winnipeg." It was fortunate for Acres that they
did not purchase the jet in 1965. It might not have
fared as well as Terry Monk's Anson did one year
earlier if it had had to emulate the feat of putting
down on the Paint Lake highway.
The election campaign continued unabated
and unaffected by the happenings at the airport.
Stanley Knowles addressed a public meeting in
the Brad Theatre, where he spoke on behalf of
N.D.P. candidate WilfHudson. Newspaper articles and advertisements detailed the speeches and
itineraries of the candidates. Liberal Party
leader, Gil Molgat, spoke about the policies of
his party with respect to the North but Thompson
was considering a different kind of poll. A miniplebiscite was held on June 17, when the
Thompson residents were asked to vote on three
important issues: the funding for running a
library, a Sunday sports by-law to authorize
sports events and exhibitions on Sundays and the
need for a public health unit in the community.
The Chamber of Commerce endorsed all three
proposals, the two newspapers wrote editorials in
favour of all three proposals and, sure enough,
the electorate voted in favour of all three proposals. The voting was interesting; five hundred
thirty-six votes were cast in favour of the library
project with seventy-five negative votes, twentyseven ballots were spoiled. In favour of Sunday
sports were four hundred seventy voters, but one
hundred forty-one were opposed with twentyseven ballots spoiled. The Public Health unit
received five hundred forty-four favourable
votes with sixty-six people being opposed to the
idea and twenty-eight seeing fit to spoil their
ballots. In all 3,783 people were eligible to vote,
six hundred thirty-eight did so - a turnout of
sixteen point nine percent. The date of the

announcement of the plebiscite result coincided
with the election day in the majority of the
province. The Conservatives saw their majority
reduced as their seats were cut from thirty-six to
thirty. The two outstanding seats, Rupertsland
and Churchill became important to both sides as
the Tories attempted to hold on to one more seat
to give themselves a comfortable majority.
Major news came out of Moose Lake. Gary
Walsh, the Liberal candidate for Churchill had
been 'weathered in' at Moose Lake and had been
unable to meet the deadline for filing the official
nomination papers in Thompson on June
23.New Democrats and Tories immediately
claimed that the failure of the Liberals to nominate a candidate would help their Party's
chances on polling day. In the event, the Conservatives proved more prophetic than the N.D.P.
and Gordon Beard was returned to Winnipeg as
the Churchill M.L.A. with a majority of over one
thousand votes.
The summer construction work was planned
to be extensive in 1966, the Plaza parking lot was
scheduled to have one side completed by the end
of summer. Curbing was to continue, this time in
the Hemlock-Ash area. The new airport terminal
was due to have the steel erection stage underway
by mid-July, and the arena was having the finishing touches carried out. More importantly, the
residential construction was being increased in
1966. During the previous year residential construction had been inhibited by several factors;
wet weather, lack of labour and machinery and
tightness of mortgage funds but 1966 began well.
Home Developments announced that they would
build a large number of houses in the new Westwood subdivision, C.H.B. Ltd. started twentyfive homes in the north loop and Home Development also began work on ten seven unit apartment blocks on the corner of Cree Road and
Thompson Drive. If all building was on schedule
then Thompson would have one hundred fifty to
two hundred new homes ready for occupancy by
the spring of 1967. This would include the seventy
apartments.
There was some good news concerning low
cost housing. In the fall of 1965, Ken MacMaster
had written a letter to the provincial government
requesting that they intercede with the Central
Mortgage and housing Corporation. Now, in
mid-June 1966, he had received a reply.
C.M.H.C. agreed to raise the entry requirements
for low dividend occupancy from $3,900 per
annum to $4,900 and also raise the maximum
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renting power from $4,500 to $5,500. The regulations concerning the earnings of those people
eligible for low rental housing had often, in the
past, proved to be a stumbling block. It was
suggested, at the June meeting of the Low Dividend Housing Committee, that these new
requirements be advertised in order to determine
how many applicants would now be eligible for
low cost housing.
Whether housing costs were high in
Thompson or not seemed to make no difference
to the influx of new families. The Evasons
arrived in 1966 and have their story to tell. Sheila
writes, "We moved to Thompson in September,
1966, from Flin Flon. First of all we lived in the
Ontario Apartments, then, in October, we
moved to 11 Sandpiper. Al worked for Steelgas
and, in December '66, was badly burned in an
explosion and fire on Riverside (I think it was on
Cobalt Crescent.)

"We had a third son in November but he died
in April, 1967. The company lent us a half-ton
truck so that we could travel to Dauphin for the
funeral. Few cars were lucky enough to survive
the trip and we were towed several times between
Thompson and Reed Lake, even using the truck.
At that time a trip took 12 hours assuming there
was no car trouble.
"Later in 1967 Al installed a dual fuel system
in our car and this proved to be very handy when,
travelling on 391, a boulder put a hole in the fuel
tank but we were able to carryon by the flip of a
switch which converted the car to propane propulsion.
"Back in Thompson, our home on Sandpiper
had a sand filled back yard for all the eight years
that we lived there. In the summers the yard
served as a baseball diamond, in the winters it
was a hockey rink. Our front yard did grow nice
green grass but we never did get any top soil for
it, we just got a load of sand and mixed it with the
thick clay that was already there. To get a decent
looking lawn we sowed broom grass and used lots
of fertiliser. The lawn was coarse even though it
was green but we could never allow it to grow too
high and seed.
"Our crescent had over a hundred children
living there and I remember the Hallowe'ens
when we would prepare for over two hundred
little goblins and think nothing of it.
"The two boys were very involved in sports,
playing hockey and baseball and always taking
part in the school sports and the winter carnivals.
Being so sports-orientated they took part in the
first lacrosse teams when the sport was introduced to Thompson. I served on several minor
hockey executives and for many tournaments our
home was filled with five or more billets. It
wasn't just us that did that, of course. It was all
those people interested in the sport. Few centres
would have people who would put themselves out
to that extent but up here it was just automatic
and no-one thought twice of boarding several
billets in their homes.
"Because of the huge number of young people and the limited number of available arenas,
we had to put up with indoor practices at 6:00
and 7:00 a.m. Al played on the Nickel Canuck
Hockey Team and their ice time was at midnight
or later. Thompson was the only arena that I ever
knew to operate twenty-four hours a day.
"AI was also a member of the Thompson
Reds baseball team and one summer as we were

The home of Robert and Joan Ferguson on Granite Crescent
after a gas explosion that killed two gas company employees
working in the house. Robert and Joan were out shopping at
the time of the explosion which was so powerful that it blew
windows from houses sixty metres away. Amazingly, one
workman, who was in the basement of the Ferguson house,
was injured but survived the blast. Dec., 1966.
George Buchholz.

Robert Ferguson's house, Dec. 17, 1966.

158

heading out to Bowsman for a tournament on 1st
July, it snowed. It snowed from Thompson to
Reed Lake. We tried to tell the people in Swan
River that it was snowing on 1st July and they
thought we were crazy!
"When we left Thompson we did not miss the
weather but we did miss the extra hours of
daylight during the summer months. We missed
reading the paper on our front steps at 11:00 p.m.
without any added lighting. We rarely felt cold in
Thompson at -25°F. However, in Winnipeg at
that temperature, we'd freeze because of the
wind chill. A disadvantage of life in Thompson
was the remoteness. In cases of family crises, the
distances seemed extreme and we must admit that
we really don't miss those roller coaster rides
down 391.

"Overall we enjoyed our years in Thompson
and found the community was good to us and our
family for the length of our stay there."
Sheila Evanson does not mention yet one
more election held in Thompson in 1966. This
election was argueably the most important of all
the elections of the 1965-66 period. It was for a
Thompson Town Council. True, Thompson was
not yet a town, but the necessary legislation was
before the Legislature and it would only be a
matter of time before Carl Nesbitt's position of
Resident Administrator would be considered history. Elections were held in October, 1966, in
order for the new Council to take up its duties on
1st January, 1967. The Council elected by the
community residents consisted of Fred Price,
Donald MacLean, Blain Johnston, Cliff Alguire,

Thompson in 1966, just ten years after the discovery of nickel in the area. The numbered buildings are: I. the Plaza, 2. the
Burntwood Plaza, 3. the Professional Building, 4. the Brad Theatre, 5. the Federal Building, 6. Argyle Lodge, single men's
residence, 7. High School, 8. Burntwood Motor Hotel, 9. the Municipal building, 10. Thompson Inn, 11. Strand Theatre, 12.
Bowling Lanes, 13. apartment buildings, 14. Number 2 school.
INCO.
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Doug Molnar and Ed Summers. The first meeting of the Council took place on October 26,
under the chairmanship of newly elected mayor
Jack Knight. Carl Nesbitt, of course, served as an
advisor to the Council until 1967, when he
became the Town Manager. (Photo p. 148)
Thompson had reached the end of an era.
With the dawning of the new year came a new
epoch, not only for Thompson but also for Canada. Canada entered its second century.

Thompson became a town, then a city. It would
be wrong to think that the more stabilised
Thompson had become complacent or smug.
Thompson had been founded in hope and populated by people of vision. The community itself,
therefore, could only seek to expand and diversify. The manner of its expansion is shown in the
next chapter when the question of the seemingly
abandoned mine sites that litter the northern side
of the Ponton-Thompson highway is addressed.
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CHAPTER TEN
A Story oj Three Mines
'Thrice he assay'd, and thrice, in spite oj
scorn,
Tears, such as angels weep, burst forth. '
John Milton,
Paradise Lost, Bk. 1.
named, but whether the exclamatory expletive
was used to describe working conditions in the
insect-ridden, swampy creek running through
the discovery area, or whether the exclamation
was utilised to express genuine surprise at finding
nickel in the diamond drill cores, the name 'SonOf-A-Bitch' was ascribed to the area but in an
abbreviated, more socially acceptable, form.
By the middle of the 1960's, the extents of the
ore bodies at the two sites were known and
excavation and building had started. In his
address to INCO shareholders in 1964, Henry
Wingate had eulogised the Birchtree mine, where
the headframe construction had been started in
1963. There was certainly a market for nickel in
those far distant years and, even before the
Thompson project was on line, plans were being
made for three new mines, one at Birchtree and
two at Soab. In order for the ore to be transported from the Soab mines to the Thompson
processing site a single track railway line had to
be built across forty-five miles (72 km) of muskeg; Birchtree mine had its ore transported by
road. The railway was a source of much amusement to later Thompson residents as the railbed
had slipped after many years of neglect and the
tracks were suspended precariously at all sorts of
odd angles. Much as the antics of the disused
railway were a laughing stock, after the track was
sold to C.N. in 1986, the Thompsonites realised
that they really missed those wayward lines and
the scenery between Thompson and Sasagiu
resumed its former drabness.
The cold facts about both Birchtree and Soab
are dull. For example the description of the geology of the Birchtree ore body submitted to the
Manitoba government by INCO, reads;

The approach to Thompson on the southern
portion of Provincial Road 391 is singularly
unspectacular to put it kindly. The upgrading
and renaming of the road to Highway 6 in 1986
did not a thing to improve the scenery and precious little to correct the state of the pavement,
the potholes remain the same (or bigger) and
should, perhaps, be marked on the official map
issued by the Manitoba Department of Highways.
Between Sasagiu Rapids and Thompson the
monotony of the landscape is broken not only by
the large brown and yellow INCO signs that
delineate company property but also by what
appears to be a surfeit of mine headframes on the
northern side of the road. The presence of these
headframes dates back to the mid-60's. INCO,
flushed with their successful accomplishment of
commissioning a mining complex at Thompson
and wishing to expand, were still actively engaged
in geological surveys of the surrounding district.
Work was being undertaken at the site of the Pipe
open pit project and further nickel discoveries
were being made in the area. The two most
promising nickel finds outside the immediate
Thompson area were named the Birchtree and
Soab discoveries. Unlike Pipe mine, where the
name of the project is a literal translation of the
Cree word 'Ospwagan', the name of a nearby
lake, the names of these newer projects are
shrouded in mystery. There are many stands of
birch around Thompson, who can say which
particular tree, or group of trees, was instrumental in the naming of the Birchtree project? Who
can even say which type of birch, the green birch
(poplar) or the more beautifully elegant silver
variety, was being honoured?
The naming of Soab is even more of an
enigma. The name is not Cree, nor is it English.
In a dictionary, the etymology of the word 'Soab'
would be described as 'U.S./North American
slang.' There are many stories of how Soab was

'The mineralised zone is a tabular
structure, striking northeast and dipping 70° west, over a length of approximately two and one-half miles. The
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mining contractor employed an additional twelve
men at the site.
The bare facts about Soab North are similar
in many ways to those of Birchtree. The surface
buildings included a headframe and collar house
attached to the building containing the mine
offices and dry facilities. The hoistroom, maintenance shops and compressors were housed in a
separate structure. Soab South had all these
facilities together wi~h a warehouse and heating
plant and a truck dump for Soab North ore. A
conveyor lead from the dump to the rail bin. The
ore from both mines was hauled the forty-five
miles by rail to Thompson where it was processed.
The shafts at both Soab mines were started in
1966 and completed in 1967, at Soab North the
shaft was 1650 feet (503 m) deep with work levels
every 300 feet from the 400 to the 1300 foot levels,
at the 1350 foot level there was a crusher and
pumproom and, at the 1500 foot level, a loading
pocket. Soab South was deeper, 2037 feet (621 m)
with mining areas every 200 feet from the 300 to
the 1700 foot levels. At 1740 feet there was a
crusher and pumproom, the loading pocket was
at the 1890 foot level.
The importance of the Thompson area projects in the INCO plans can be judged from the
statement to shareholders made by INCO chairman, Henry S. Wingate, in May 1967. Mr. Wingate said,

sulphides occur in a narrow biotite
schist horizon with a biotite gneiss
hanging wall and iron formation and
quartzites in the footwall. The main
concentration of ore occurs in the
southern portion of the zone associated
with folding and lenses of serpentinized
peridotite over a length of approximately one mile. The ore is composed
of pyrrhotite and pentlandite with
minor pyrite and chalcopyrite. The sulphides occur as fine to medium grained
masses, lenses and veinlets within the
schist and as stringers, veinlets and disseminations in peridotite.'
The geological description of the Soab
orebody is similar, only the angles, directions and
distances vary. This is hardly exciting reading,
nor easy reading for non-geologists and there are
precious few geologists who would take a book
detailing such geological features on a vacation.
Birchtree mine is situated three miles out of
Thompson. There are two shafts there. The B-2
shaft was begun in 1964 for development and
exploration work. When completed, in 1965, it
reached a depth of 1373 feet (419 m). B-2 was
converted to a fresh air ventilation shaft and, a
few years later extended to 2750 feet (838 m). The
production shaft at Birchtree, B-1, was started in
1965 and finished in 1967 at a depth of 2820 feet
(860 m) although the shaft was deepened in
1977-8 to 3345 feet (1020 m) with plans for an
additional 1012 feet (308 m) to be excavated with a
level of 3900 feet (1190 m) becoming the bottom
production level. Production levels were planned
at 200 foot intervals between the 300 foot level
and the 2700 foot level and at 400 foot intervals
from the 2700 to 3900 foot levels.
The surface plant at Birchtree consisted of the
B-1 headframe complete with the mine offices,
dry facilities, maintenance shops and a compressor area. Underground, the ore was subjected to crushing then hoisted to surface bins in
two ten-ton capacity skips. The ore was then
hauled to Thompson in thirty-five-ton truckloads.
Birchtree was in production from 1966, during which year 38,870 dry tons were milled to 1978
when 481 dry tons were processed. The heyday of
Birchtree was the period 1969-1971, when the
average yearly production was almost 1,000,000
tons milled. At the time of 'mothballing', in 1978,
there were fifteen miners employed at the mine
(this does not include maintenance personnel), a

"International Nickel was formed to
develop a great Canadian resource. In
doing so, it has, we believe, made a
very real contribution to Canadian life
- to Canadian growth. This could not
have been done without foreign markets; without Canadian and foreign
investors, both U.S. and European;
and above all, without stable and longterm Canadian governmental policies
that encouraged the search for ores and
their subsequent development.
"A substantial portion of International Nickel's increased nickel production in Canada in the next few years
will come from the Thompson complex. At the present time Thompson
produces about 110 million pounds of
refined nickel annually. By the end of
1969 some 170 million pounds of nickel
will be produced there annually. At
that time four mines will be in operation in Thompson: the original
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Thompson plus Soab, Birchtree and
Pipe, all three of which are now in the
development stage. The community of
Thompson, which did not exist ten
years ago, has become Manitoba's
fourth largest community with a population of almost 12,000. When the
expansion program at Thompson is
completed, the population of the town
will be 6,000 greater than today and
International Nickel's payroll will be
$20 million larger. Exports of the
products of the Thompson complex
will be contributing well over
$100,000,000 annually to Canada's
balance of payments."

at Soab just before the scheduled start of the
workday at 7:00 a.m. Gord remembers the drives
to this day; he remembers the terrible condition
of the road and the even more terrible driving of
the 'chauffeur'. It was Ken Bates who drove the
staff to their daily tasks. Unlikely as it appears
from his name, Gord insists that Ken was a
Frenchman. Maybe he was, or maybe he just
drove as if he were. On one memorable occasion
the road and Ken conspired together in such a
way that a wheel flew off the truck as it was
passing over an elevated part of the road. The
vehicle came to rest hanging over the shoulder,
the wheels on one side suspended above a deep,
steep drop. Carefully, gingerly and a little fearfully, the passengers slowly edged, one by one,
over to the roadside, in order to get out.
Another Soab worker who moved to
Birchtree mine and then to the Thompson plant
was Gerry Kuzmaski. Gerry remembers the long
morning drives and comments that the day's
travelling did not end there. "We often had to
take a trip from the North shaft to the South
one," he said, "We used INCO trucks borrowed
from Security, or sometimes one of us would
have brought his own car in over that dreadful
road."
Both Gord and Gerry commented on the
lunches that were provided for the mine workers.
Staff and contractor personnel were not supposed to have this lunch, but they did. Eventually, the staff were completely cut off from this
treat; they had been eating too much. Rumour
has it that it was the engineers that spoiled it for
everyone else because of their insatiable appetites.
After the lunch, however it was come by, it
was time for work again. The workday ended at
5:00 p.m., which meant that the travellers did not
arrive back at their Thompson homes until gone
6:00 p.m.
But what of the construction workers - the
miners? They lived at the mine site. How did they
fare? Earl Belton was one of the first people to
live at Soab. In 1966 he and his wife, Donna,
moved into a trailer at the side of Soab Creek to
the north of the highway at the location of the
Soab North site. Earl worked for Malcolm Construction who were responsible for the erection of
the surface buildings at the site. The Beltons
enjoyed the time they lived out "in the sticks",
before anyone else had accommodation out
there. Apart from the surface buildings at the
mine itself, Malcolm Construction was also

In that same year INCO was also developing
its mining and refining properties in the Sudbury
basin but Henry Wingate pointed out,
"Economic and physical growth has
been great in that area (Sudbury), but,
because it has been an addition to an
already large complex, it is less obvious
and less dramatic than Thompson."
Wingate ended his report by underlining the
fact that, in 1967, Inco's capital expenditure
would exceed $100,000,000.
Hopes were high in 1967, prospects were
encouraging both for IN CO and for Thompson.
High hopes can so often lead to bitter disappointment. Who could have forecast, back in
those early development days, that the two Soab
shafts would have a production lifetime of a mere
three years. Production started in 1969 when a
total of 70,000 dry tons were milled. In the two
full production years, 1970 and 1971 the annual
production was just over 400,000 tons. It is little
wonder that, when nickel prices fell in 1971, the
Soab shafts were abandoned and the 220
employees were either transferred to other jobs
within INCO or laid off.
Gord Smith was one of the men who worked
out at Soab. He was employed by Burntwood
Construction at the mine site. He remembers the
work schedule vividly. Ten-hour days for the
surface staff. Gord, like many of the maintenance men and the staff, commuted from
Thompson every working day for over two years.
The working day for these hardened commuters
started at 5:00 a.m., winter and summer. Five in
the morning, time to get up and get ready to catch
the transportation to the mine at 6:00. The truck
with its crew cab cargo of sleepy travellers arrived
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responsible for the building of the pumphouse
that stands, to this day, about one hundred
metres north of Little Pisew Falls.
Winnipeg Supply had a batch plant just north
of Pisew on the south side of the highway, to
produce the concrete needed for the construction
of the buildings. Earl recalls the different companies working at Soab in those early years. "Bill
Henderson was in charge of the batch plant, Ron
Coleman was the man in charge for Malcolm
Construction and Don Burnett was with Norwest
Electric, the people who set up the hoist and
other electrical fittings. The contractor for the
shaft was Fry. "
Although the Beltons look back with pleasure
on their days at Soab, it seems incredible that
they would stay, as the only family, at the site.
Still, they insist, "It wasn't too bad, we went to
town every two weeks to pick up our groceries."
The Beltons were living at Soab North. When
other families - and single men, too - began to
move to the site, they all went to Soab South and
it was there that a community soon sprang to life.
In 1968 Emmanuel Cadotte arrived at Soab.
Emmanuel was from Val D'Or, Quebec. He
came to northern Manitoba without his family
who waited until the school holidays, in the summer of 1969, to join him. Therese Cadotte continues their story. "It was a little strange that
most of the miners at Soab seemed to be French
(unlike the construction workers, many of whom
came from Wabowden). When my children came
here, they could speak little or no English and
they were very worried about attending school.
When the school year started, the children from
Soab were bussed to Thompson, they left at 8:00
in the morning and returned at 5:00 at night. At
that time there were no children of high school
age at Soab so all the kids were dropped off at
Deerwood School. I recollect that one teacher,
Mr. George Epp, helped my daughter with her
language problems.
"We had no TV at Soab and we could only
get CBC radio occasionally so we had to make
our own amusements. Our community was very
small when it began, only eight to ten trailers but,
by the time the mine was closed down, there were
over forty and there were also four buildings that
were living quarters for single men. It seems a
little bit ironic that, just after a large, comfortable Polaris building was ready for the single men
to live in, the mine closed.
"The kids played games, they didn't seem to
,mind the lack of TV. The adults got together in

the evening for a game of cards, or just to talk.
We were a family oriented settlement. In the
summer we would walk to Pisew and go fishing
,and hiking. We even had two horses at the settlement, so we could go riding too. There was even a
branch of the scouting movement at Soab, I think
it was Soab No.1 Troop. There were both boys'
and girls' packs. Nancy Dumas was in charge of
the Brownies and Guides and I think she helped
set up the Scouts, too. In winter, well we always
had our snow machines to ride.
"Soon our community got so large that we
couldn't meet at each other's trailers for our
entertainment so we asked for a 'recreation hall' .
We got it. All it was, really, was four walls and a
roof but it was fine for our needs. On Saturday
nights we would all gather there. It was a "Bring
your own booze, bring your own food and bring
some music on .a tape" type of party and we
would spend a pleasant evening together. On
Sunday, we would use the hall again, but for the
children this time. We would rent some movies
and on Sunday we would put on a show for the
kids. Sometimes the show was in the morning,
sometimes the show was in the afternoon, it all
depended on how well the party went the night
before.
"Every week there was someone travelling
into the town so we could always count on there
being transport in case we needed a prescription
filled or something like that. We had some sort of
medical service to Soab but I can't recall the
name of the person who came out there once in
awhile to see to our needs.
"I remember, during the summer, keeping an
eye on the weather, hoping that it would not rain
too much and make the road impassable. I
looked forward to my Saturday trip to town. Of
course, if we ran out of groceries, or needed
something in a hurry, we could always go to
Wabowden but, as you can imagine, the selection
there was not as good as that in Thompson.
"It may seem strange that so many families
chose to live out at Soab and also out at the Pipe
mine camps but you have to remember that, at
that particular time, family accommodation was
very difficult to come by in Thompson and, if a
man wanted his family with him, he had to
choose to work in an isolated mine camp."
In 1971, the Cadottes moved to Pipe mine then
to Lynn Lake, then to Flin Flon before returning
to Thompson. They are inveterate wanderers.
They left Thompson for Ontario but reappeared
in Thompson in 1986.
164

By the time the Cadottes arrived at Soab, the
railroad was already there. The grading and railbed construction had started in the summer of
1967. Ospwagan Construction were responsible
for completion of twenty-two miles of railbed at
the Thompson end of the project and president
Adrian Baker reported good progress by the end
of that July.
Railroads, shafts, residences and trailer
courts, Soab was certainly a different type of
mining project, a project that was developed,
used and abandoned. A failure perhaps but an
enterprising failure none the less. How did
'INCO's other out-of-town venture fare?
The Pipe mine area is the area with the longest
history of all the mines on Highway 6. The first
shaft was sunk at Pipe between the years 1960-61
but, even then, the Pipe (Ospwagan) area had a
history. It was Walter Johnston who had first
discovered the Ospwagan outcrops back in the
mid-1930's and the find had encouraged him to
keep exploring the surrounding district even
though his partner, Dick Ellis, had pulled out in
1935.
The first INCO shaft was eventually called
the P-2 Exploration shaft and was a mere 1587 ft.
(484 m) deep. Later this part of the Pipe complex
became Pipe Number 2 mine and a production
shaft, reaching a depth of 3061 feet (933 m) was
sunk. The P-2 production shaft had work levels
every 300 feet from the 300 foot to the 2100 foot
levels with a crusher station, pumproom and
loading pockets below the 2400 foot level.
Underground drifting and diamond drilling were
carried out for exploration and development
purposes, the mine operating from 1970-77.
However, only minor amounts of ore were ever
produced from this mine and this ore was used
for metallurgical testing purposes. The Pipe
Number 2 mine plant was located on the northwest side of the more famous, more productive
Pipe Open Pit with which facility the Number 2
personnel shared office and dry space. All in all
the Pipe Number 2 mine employed 26 men when
it, too, joined its colleagues at Soab in mothballs.
The sad story of Pipe Number 2 shows that in
mining, as well as in life generally, it does not pay
to be labelled as a second string. Pipe Number 2
had a longer history and just as good a pedigree
as its more profuse neighbours but its numerology let it down.
The second mine started at Pipe Lake was
called Pipe Number 1. Like its neighbours, Pipe
Number 2 and Pipe Open Pit, this mine was

situated twenty miles south of Thompson on the
then 391 Highway. The P-l shaft was, at 1785 feet
(544 m), barely deeper than the exploration shaft
at Pipe Number 2 and, in fact, the Number 1 mine
had its ore trucked to the Number 2 minesite
where it was loaded into railcars for the journey
to the Thompson complex. The surface buildings
at Pipe Number 1, apart from the headframe,
surface ore bin, hoistroom, shops and warehouse
consisted of two trailers used as offices. The mine
was run for INCO by contractors and, by the
time the mothballers got to Pipe Number 1, in
1971, fifty people were employed on the surface
and underground. The production from this
mine was quite small; in 1971, the best year, the
output was only 220,000 dry tons milled.
With the sad ending of four mines before the
end of 1977, it is about time that we heard a
success story. Pipe open pit was such a success.
The Open Pit has surface dimensions of 2200 feet
(670 m) long by 1600 feet (488 m) wide with a
design depth of 800 feet (244 m). In its first year
of production, 1970, the pit produced over
200,000 dry tons milled and, by the start of the
1980's was producing well over one million dry
tons milled annually. The equipment used at the
open pit consisted of eight cubic yards electric
shovels, sixty-five-ton haulage trucks and front
end loaders as well as graders, bulldozers and
auxiliary support machinery. The crushed ore
was, like the ore from Pipe Number 1, shipped to
Thompson by rail for processing, the railcars
used were of one-hundred-ton capacity. Pipe
Open Pit was in operation from 1970 until 1985
when the mine was declared worked out. Production stopped and the hole in the ground and
surface buildings leased to the Manitoba government for the training of workers for the Limestone Hydro Project on the Churchill River. So,
even in its abandoned state, Pipe Open Pit still
proved to be a resource for the development of
northern Manitoba. At the time of closure of
Pipe Open Pit, the fifty-three INCO personnel
employed there were found work at the newly
developed Thompson Open Pit, located just to
the north of the Thompson plant site.
Stated briefly the history of the 'Highway
Mines' is; exploration and development in the
early Sixties, production in the late Sixties,
closure in the early Seventies. These mines represent not only a great deal of effort and expense
but also are a pattern of the nickel belt and an
indication of the size of INCO's virtually
untapped reserves in the Thompson area.
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ing, "You know," he said, "I've often heard
men from Birchtree say that if that mine opened
up again, then they would be among the first to
apply for positions there. I know what they
mean, I might even apply myself."

Compared to the large numbers of miners and
surface workers at the Thompson complex, the
number of workers at the 'Highway Mines' was
small, this led to a sense of belonging and a
feeling of friendship and fellowship amongst the
workers. Gerry Kuzmaski summed up that feel-
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CHAPTER ELEVEN
Centennial, The Moon and a Royal Visit,
It was a delightful visit - perfect in being
much too short.
Jane Austen,
Emma.
The new year, 1967, was one of the most
significant in the history of the brash, flourishing
community of Thompson. Canada was due to
celebrate its Centennial that year and Thompson,
ever ready for a party, was preparing to throw
itself wholeheartedly into those celebrations but,
first of all, Thompson had its own, local festivities to attend. On January 3,1967, Thompson
officially became a town.
The community was growing up. Gone were
the unsightly work camps. Many of the single
men had who had lived in the camps had found
rented lodgings in private homes in Thompson;
others had moved to single men's 'clubs'. These
clubs had been built by private business interests
and consisted of private bedrooms, communal
dining rooms and lounges. Several of these clubs
still stand today; the Briardale Club is now the
Meridian Hotel, while Evergreen Lodge, a residence with room for seventy-four single men, is
now a restaurant and business offices.
Thompson was to become the hub of a network

Briardale Club, a single men's residence, 1965.
INCO

The kitchen at Evergreen Lodge gleams with stainless steel. On the right is part of the attractively arranged lounge, equipped
with television. Evergreen has accommodations for 74 men.
Kitchen and lounge at Evergreen Lodge, a single men's residence.
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INCO.

of mines. INCO announced that they were to
spend $125 million on a capital expenditure programme in 1967. In Manitoba, Birchtree and
Soab mines were scheduled for operation in 1968,
and Pipe open pit was to start production in late
1969. At the Thompson mine, a new shaft had
been completed and the existing shaft was being
deepened.
The first town council meeting took place on
January 5, two days after Thompson achieved
town status. The meeting was short. It began at
7:30 p.m. and adjourned at 8:05 p.m.; all votes
were unanimous. Among the topics discussed
and voted on were: banking arrangements, the
formation of a civil defence committee (Jack
Knight and Cliff Alguire), deciding on the dates
for regular Council meetings, (the second and
fourth Thursdays of each month), and the voting
of Carl Nesbitt and Thomas Suchy as secretarytreasurer and assistant secretary-treasurer
respectively. One motion that did not pass the
new Council was a proposal by Joe Borowski that
January 11, the birthday of Sir John A. MacDonald, be declared a Thompson civic holiday.
Thompson's new council also noted that their
salaries had been established by the Manitoba
legislature within the bill for incorporation of the
Town of Thompson. The mayor was to receive
two thousand dollars per annum and each councillor one thousand dollars.
As if to atone for the brief inaugural meeting
of the town council, Jack Knight issued the following press release the next day:

afternoon, five days a week, for the
purpose of receiving those people who
have some item of town business to
discuss. It is only in this way that we, as
your elected council, will be aware of
your wishes.
"We are here to work for you. Please
make our work easier by letting us have
your comments and criticism of
municipal affairs.
"My sincere thanks for the honor of
being Thompson's first mayor. I will
do my utmost to see your faith is justified. "
The town council meeting did not stir the
imaginations of Thompsonites as much as the
news that a route had been planned for a new
highway, a highway that would run from Grand
Rapids, situated on the narrows between Cedar
Lake and Lake Winnipeg, some 220 miles
(354km) south of Thompson, to Provincial Road
391 at Ponton. This new route would shorten the
journey to Winnipeg by about two hundred and
fifty miles (four hundred kilometers). In March,
the Thompson Citizen captured the mood of the
town under the headline "I Can't Believe It!"
The article showed the hopes of local residents.
The volunteer-staffed library was to be replaced
by a beautiful new library in the centre of town.
There was a strong possibility that the old bridge
over the Burntwood River would be replaced
and, although the winter road to Winnipeg would
be closing by the end of March, Thompson folks
would pressure the government until they got a
decent road to the south, one 250 miles shorter
than the one that detoured through The Pas.
Thompson hopes were high in those days.
The article ends, "You can't stop progress," so
our neighbours told us when we came to Thompson. "And that's what we tell the newcomers
now!"
Another arrival typifies the spirit of
Thompson in 1967. Her introduction to the town
was at the end of the year but her story could have
happened at any time during the middle Sixties.
"It was a cold, dark, early December morning in 1967. 1 could feel the wind biting at my bare
kneecaps as I crossed the tarmac in the Winnipeg
International Airport to board the waiting
Transair DC-3 which would take me on the last
lap of my journey from Ireland to Thompson,
Manitoba.
"It had been an exciting trip so far. Leaving
my home town had been an emotional experi-

"Now that the council has taken
office, I would like to repeat statements
made before the elections.
"We are in office to carry out the
wishes of the electors who put us there.
The only way that this can be done is if
we know those wishes.
"It would be greatly appreciated if
some interest is shown by the citizens of
Thompson in their local government.
There will be a period of each council
meeting set aside to receive delegations
or individuals who have some facet of
town government to discuss. It would
be preferred if this could be presented
in writing to the town office one week
before representation is made at the
council meeting.
"In addition to this I will be available in my office in the Administration
Building from 2:00 until 4:00 each
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ence, the breaking apart from dear family and
friends at the airport dissolved me into utter
misery, which greatly intensified as Ireland's
green fields slipped from my view. I sat alone
aboard the Aer Lingus jet bound for Montreal.
At the age of twenty-two, and single, I was
emigrating to Canada to meet up with a longtime friend who had, himself, emigrated some six
months before and found a job in Thompson.
"Upon my arrival in Montreal, my fancy was
taken by the moving sidewalk in the airport and I
marvelled at this great country's ability to absorb
people from all nations. From Montreal I continued on to Toronto and, on the flight from
Toronto to Winnipeg, I met a kindly gentleman
who took it upon himself to give me a crash
course in the handling of Canadian currency. The
coins felt very light compared with the heavy
Irish and English money, but I quickly learned to
think in hundreds (in terms of pennies, that is)
although it took a few days before I would resort
to the terminology of nickels, dimes and quarters.
"The Customs and Immigration Officer in
Montreal had been somewhat apprehensive when
he heard my destination. He warned me that
Thompson was a very remote northern mining
town with a very large, transient, male population. He suggested that perhaps I should stay in
Winnipeg for awhile at first, but I assured him
that I had a friend in Thompson who was awaiting my arrival. When I landed in Winnipeg, I
understood why the officer had made this suggestion. I felt at ease in that city. Perhaps it was
because it brought me closer in mileage to
Thompson.
"Despite staying in Winnipeg for just one
night, I learned many things. One of these was
that you do not ask the hotel clerk to 'Knock me
up in the morning' and another was that a limousine service to the airport does not mean that
you will travel in a big, shiny, long, black car.
"As I settled myself into my seat aboard the
DC-3, I was amazed at how jovial a large group
of businessmen appeared to be, in spite of the
early hour. It was 6:45 a.m. Apart from the
businessmen, the other passengers were also all
males, except for a foreignlooking lady sitting
next to me, who appeared rather sombre.
Twenty-five minutes later, never having left the
ground, we disembarked - the weather in
Thompson was unfavourable. The flight would
be re-scheduled for 8:30 a.m. On boarding for
the second time, the businessmen seemed more

subdued; their heads were stuck in the morning
newspapers. The stewardesses bustled up and
down the aisle ensuring that all seat belts were
secure. The lady next to me smiled her acknowledgment that we would soon be on our way. It
was not to be. The pilot announced that we had a
slight mechanical problem. Another delay. This
time the passengers were visibly annoyed as we
stumbled off the plane to collect our breakfast
vouchers. The lady next to me understood no
English and so I motioned her to follow me. We
collected our vouchers and sat down to what was
a good breakfast. As we ate, my new friend and I
tried to communicate. It was very difficult. I did,
however, learn that her name was Anastatia and
that she came from Greece. She was a very pleasant person and I felt frustrated that the language
barrier was preventing us both from enjoying the
benefits of a good conversation.
"We finally left Winnipeg at 10:00 a.m. and
soon I had my first glimpse of this vast, flat
province. It was a remarkably good flight to The
Pas, during which time, Anastatia and I communicated with sketches on the backs of envelopes.
She was married and her husband was waiting in
Thompson. She was very excited, from which I
gathered that it had been some time since she had
last seen him. She, too, had emigrated. We were
both going to our new Canadian home.
"I have to admit that the stopover at The Pas
did absolutely nothing for me and I took great
comfort in the fact that Thompson was going to
be much bigger and better!
"Soon we were on our way again and as I
looked out the window, the sun reflected off the
snow in what seemed like dancing messages. It
was a beautiful, clear, blue sky and a gleaming,
white blanket below. The vastness overwhelmed
and frightened me a little. Then there was
Thompson. I had arrived home. 'Two years,' I
told myself, 'Two years I'll stay here.'
"Anastatia met her husband. I met my
friend. Each of us went our own way. I never did
see her again and, today, I doubt very much if I
would recognise her on the street. Twenty years
changes a person a lot. ' ,
Like so many Thompson residents who came
before and after her, the writer of the above
story, who wishes to remain anonymous, stayed a
little longer than two years. She was still a
Thompsonite in late 1987 and, at that time, still
had no intention of leaving town.
It is probably understandable that, in 1967, it
was suggested by a Canadian Immigration offi169

cial that a young, single woman should not plan
to make Thompson her home, but this attitude
on the part of federal employees did not appear
to mellow over the years. As late as 1976 the
Buckingham family were advised by a representative of Canada Manpower in Medicine Hat,
Alberta, not to move to Thompson. The reasons
for this advice? Thompson, reported the official,
had too many mosquitoes, too many blackflies,
and was much too isolated.
Unaware of the behaviour of the various
federal agencies, Thompson continued its development. As has been mentioned previously, the
two Thompson newspapers, the Thompson Citizen and the Nickel Belt News amalgamated early
in 1967. Duke DeCoursey claims that he looked
after the news while Grant Wright rustled the
ads. The official job descriptions stated on the
editorial page of each newspaper were Grant
Wright, Managing Editor, and Duke DeCoursey,
Provincial-N ational Editor. The newspapers,
under their revamped management, were published regularly. The Thompson Citizen became
a daily and the Nickel Belt News a weekly. It was
agreed that Friday's paper would be an edition
for Thompson women. Bunny Wickman, who
was preparing continuity copy for the local radio
and the cable TV stations, agreed to take on the
added responsibility of the Friday Ladies' Edition of the Citizen. Duke recalls that Bunny must
have done a really good job because the Friday
edition averaged, in net paid circulation, fifty
copies more than the publication's average circulation for each of the other four days. Bunny
Wickman (aka Bunny Kane) made news later in
1967 when she wore a dress made from paper.
This dress was sent to the Citizen in an enterprising advertising campaign and Bunny was the
natural choice to try the garment. The material of
the dress was similar to the familiar J Cloths but,
as Duke recalls, "Bunny looked fine and the
dress looked fine, so it was obvious that the dress
was going to hold together for the day."
Duke became worried that the dress might
meet with an accident from the tip of a burning
cigarette, and made many trips across town from
the newspaper office to the radio station to make
sure that everything was still in one piece and not
incinerated. The makers of the paper dress
explained that when the bottom of the garment
became soiled it could be cut off and the dress
worn at a miniskirt length. If more spoilage
occurred, then the top of the dress could be worn
as a blouse. Presumably, if the blouse part was

damaged then the middle portion could become a
fashionable paper belt. There is no existing
record to say how far Bunny took this experiment
in paper fashion but Duke reports that the oneday paper dress trial was a "real great success."
The year oozed optimism. Thompson was a
brand new town in a country celebrating its Centennial. What could dim the glitter? One cloud
appeared on the scene; C.B.C. and M.T.S.
announced that they would not be able to bring
live TV to Thompson, as promised, in 1967. The
earliest that such a service could be initiated was
1969. Thompsonites may not have liked this pronouncement, but they had to live with it. It was a
little unfortunate that the powers-that-be in the
world of broadcasting chose the year 1967 to
bring TV service to both Lynn Lake and Churchill. While it is true that the Lynn Lake Service
was a TV system similar to that run by CESMTV in Thompson, taped programmes with a oneweek delay between taping and broadcasting, the
Lynn Lake system was to be organised and run by
the C.B.C. The news from Churchill was even
more perplexing and frustrating for the TV -less
Thompsonites. Churchill was getting its own live
C.B.C. station. Nanuk TV would be required,
under its charter, to become part of the C.B.C.
national network.
Television aside, there were other entertainments available to Thompson in the early spring
of 1967. On April first and second the N.H.L.
Oldtimers came to town to play the Thompson
Hawks. It was no contest; the Oldtimers won
both games with their stars being Bill Mosienko,
Jim McFadden and Bill Yanchuk. The top scorer
for the Hawks was Bill Spence, who found the
net four times in the Sunday game. Hawk goaltender, Tom Suchy, never had a chance to win a
game star. With the Old timers playing in town, it
is possible that the excitement generated by these
hockey greats had an influence on the Minor
League. Over three hundred players, and members of their families, turned up for the hockey
banquet that marked the end of the season on
April 29.
It was not only sporting events that proved
popular that year. The final show of the season
offered by the Thompson Overture Concert
Association starred The Serenaders, a widely
travelled concert quartet from Chicago. This
male-voice quartet had over eight hundred
appearances to its credit, as well as many TV and
radio broadcasts and several recordings. The
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concert proved to be a fitting climax to a full and
enjoyable season.
The Thompson Game and Fish Association
had its own ideas on what Thompsonites needed
in the way of leisure activities. The association
was preparing several resolutions to be presented
to the provincial Game and Fish Association
committee. These resolutions dealt with limiting
the numbers of moose being shot by restricting
the hunting rights to local residents, opening up
the hunting of trophy class Barren Land Caribou
to resident hunters, offering the choice of different colours and types of clothing for hunters, and
a resolution congratulating the Department of
Mines and Natural Resources on their development of the Paint Lake area.
The Thompson Game and Fish Association
also hit the headlines in May, 1967, when they
helped raffle off a cottage by selling tickets for
one dollar each. The winner of the draw could
have the cottage transported to Paint Lake and
placed on a choice lot in time for a summer of
use. It is unfortunate that there does not appear
to be any record in the files as to what happened
to the Thompson Game and Fish Association's
resolutions at the Provincial gathering, but the
winner of the summer cottage will be disclosed
when the Centennial celebrations are described.
Thompson has a history of musical groups
and Centennial year was too good an opportunity
to miss for the formation of some choirs. In
April, auditions were held for the purpose of
forming a children's choir. Ruth Voth held the
auditions for children between the ages of seven
and fifteen in the auditorium of Number 3
School. The purpose of the auditions was to form
a choir that would sing at a Centennial concert on
June 10, together with the Thompson Community Choir and the specially named Centennial
Chorus. The concert was a success, so much of a
success, in fact, that, at the end of September, the
choirs were asked to repeat their performances.
Concerts were still not over for the year for the
Centennial Chorus. They appeared on stage
again, this time with the Thompson High School
Glee Club, for an evening of Christmas music on
December 16. For the September concert, the
Thompson Junior Choir, as the children's choir
was called, was conducted by Marguerite Duff, a
member of the Centennial Chorus. The Centennial Chorus was led by Jake Hoeppner and, in the
two years of its existence had, as members, such
renowned Thompsonites as Molly Robinson,
Margaret Gill, Len Eckstrand, Lynn Whidden,

Ruth Voth, Martha Suess, Norma MacLean, Kay
Vincent, Charlie Schifano, Hugh Mueller, Ernest
Dueck, Terry Quirke and Jack Vincent. The accompanist for the chorus was Hope McLatchy,
although the daughter of the choir director, Merrilee Hoeppner, did play on a few occasions.
Molly Robinson remembers one concert vividly.
"Charlie (Schifano) was our tenor soloist," she
says, "At the start of the concert, which was held
in the high school auditorium, Charlie was
nowhere to be found. Jake, having found someone, I can't remember who, to sing Charlie's
part, began the concert. At the point where
Charlie's solo started, we heard this tenor voice
sing out from the back of the hall. There was
Charlie! He came down through the audience, to
the stage, in a tuxedo and singing his heart out.
Always one for a dramatic entrance was Charlie. "
April also saw the two trend-setting banks in
Thompson, the Bank of Montreal and the
Toronto-Dominion Bank, announce their
departure from normal banking hours. The
hours that both banks chose to open were identical as well as the normal 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Tuesday to Saturday, the banks had decided to
open their doors from 4:30 p.m. until 6:00 p.m.
on Tuesday and from 4:30 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.
on Friday evenings. The two banks said that they
felt the new hours would provide greater banking
convenience to their customers, who are usually
downtown during the extra hours. It does seem a
little odd to an outsider, that two banks, who
were supposedly rivals, would pick on the same
day to announce the exact same extensions to
their opening hours.
One problem that is still, to-day, a concern in
Thompson, was vandalism. Newspaper reports
were pouring in during 1967 and were not slow in
venting their anger at senseless acts of destruction. In mid-April, Bill Norquay and Bill Burton
reported finding the body of a female deer about
three miles south of town on 391. The animal had
been shot several times at close range, with a
large bore rifle. Cecil Smith, the senior field
officer with the Department of Mines and Natural Resources in Thompson, was incensed, not
only because conservation week had ended just
the previous night, but because the shooting had
been of a doe in calf, out of season. Cec railed on
about ". . . one senseless individual with a gun
undoing the work of many better men to conserve
our wildlife."
Vandalism came to town. Perhaps the most
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April, 1967, was a busy month for Thompson.
The previous year's April had been a little
gloomy; an outbreak of influenza had left the
community feeling weak, ill and tired. Perhaps,
in 1967, they were attempting to make up for time
lost. The first of three public speaking debates
was held on Monday, April 17 in the Thompson
High School auditorium and this was broadcast
over both CHTM and CHFC (Churchill) radio
stations. The debate· was on the resolution that
"The censorship of mass media be abolished".
Speaking for the motion were Fort Churchill
students Cynthia Telham and Cecil Briggs, while
Thompson High School students Hugh Fraser
and Gerald Becker opposed the resolution.
Thompson, in its short life, had become known
for its hospitality; accordingly, the judges
decided that the Fort Churchill team had won the
debate. The evening's entertainment was
rounded off by various musical items by the High
School Glee Club, the Centennial Chorus, the
United Church Kindergarten group and several
soloists.

violent act against property occurred in June.
The Strand Theatre had missed only two evening
performances since it opened in 1960. In July,
1964, there was no show one night because the
forest fire across the hydro lines had left the
community with no electricity. In April, 1966, the
show was cancelled one night because a blizzard
tied up all traffic. The third missed performance,
on June 5, 1967, was due to deliberate destruction
for no obvious reason. Two people had forced
their way into the theatre through a back door
and destroyed the screen and fifty dollars worth
of wieners. The vandals then ripped down curtains and created a terrible mess before they lef~.
Jack Knight, the theatre and building manager,
stated that it would cost between eight hundred
dollars and one thousand five hundred to repair
the damage.
The vandalism was not confined to the town_
and its immediate environment. In June, the
Thompson Citizen printed an editorial detailing
the experiences of family campers at the Paint
Lake campgrounds. Every Monday morning the
maintenance crew at the park were required to
clear up what looked to be the remains of a
gigantic bar brawl. One family went camping for
a weekend and vowed never to return. On the
Saturday night, a party started, park signs were
uprooted and thrown aside, beer bottles were
tossed at parked cars, cars were revved up and
then raced through the park, a picnic table was
added to a camp fire and the language became
more and more foul as the night progressed.
Because of the destruction and the work involved
in tidying up after such all-night parties, the
summer maintenence costs for 1967 were almost
double those of 1966. The R.C.M.P., in order to
try and cut down on the amount of liquor entering the park, carried out a series of spot checks of
cars, both on the highway and on the park access
road. Police reported that they were hampered in
their efforts to control the vandalism in the park
because of the lack of telephone communication
with the park. The only telephone connection
was a radio phone in the maintenence camp,
which could be used by the general public in
emergencies, but only during office hours.
Whether the vandalism problem was met
through extra policing or whether the problem
was a cyclical one with peaks and troughs of
destructive activity, 1967 seemed to be the year
that the vandals made the headlines. References
to vandalism during the next few years are, mercifully few.

The Welcome Wagon. Assistant Hostess Marion Sharpe.
Hostess and Co-ordinator Helen Mcivor and Assistant Hostess Sya Gregovski.

The Welcome Wagon organization made its
first appearance in Thompson in late April.
Robin Lindsay, assistant area representative,
came to town in order to organize the service.
Thompsonites Marion Wakefield and Marjorie
Ross were chosen to assume the welcoming duties
in Thompson. Robin Lindsay, a hostess in Flin
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Flon, also had the responsibilities of organizing
Welcome Wagon Ltd. in The Pas, Snow Lake
and Swan River, as well as Thompson.
The Kinsmen held their first Thompson TV
Auction on April 26th. All proceeds were to be
donated to Thompson's centennial project, the
new library. Some seventy nine items were to fall
under the auctioneers' hammers and these items
included bicycles, cameras, tires, appliances and
services from local outlets. The most expensive
item on the list was a desk donated by Custom
Home Builders and valued at ninety dollars.
Centennial medallions were donated to the
Kinsmen by the Bank of Montreal and these were
given away during the auction.
The Thompson Library was doing very well
for contributions. It seemed that barely a week
went by without a donation being made by an
organization. Before the TV Auction, the
Kinsmen had already donated one thousand five
hundred dollars to the project and Thompson
Rotary Club gave a cheque for five hundred
dollars with a pledge for two thousand dollars
more. The biggest single contribution was to
come in July when the Kinsmen and the Kinettes
donated five thousand dollars to the fund.
Kinette president, Nancy Martin, presented a
huge cheque, both in size and in money, to Kin
president, Maurice Desjardins, who then presented a similar sized cheque to Greta Munn,
chairperson of the library board.
The month of May saw several new beginnings in Thompson. A new subdivision, the
Southwood area, was being planned and the
materials needed for the start of construction had
been ordered. In the spirit of new construction, a
wing was being added to Thompson General
Hospital and an annex was being added to
Number 1 School. There were plans afoot to
build some single men's residences in the Riverside subdivision. On May 12, some forty
ratepayers from the Riverside area descended on
the town council and presented a petition opposing this construction. They were wasting their
time. A few weeks earlier a similar deputation
from Westwood had visited council to protest the
construction of single men's dwellings in their
subdivision. The council had concurred and now,
running out of suitable land to erect these lodgings, the council was intransigent on the new
location. And so the Riverside Polaris residences
were built.
It was not only Mammon that was being
served by the new, frenzied building activity.

God was not forgotten. The St. Lawrence Parish
celebrated the official opening of their new
church on Saturday, May 13, with Bishop Paul
Dumouchel, the bishop of the vicariate of Keewatin, presiding over the ceremonies and offering
the blessing of the new, somewhat unorthodox,
but very beautiful church. Official greetings were
brought by William Thorpe, on behalf of the
church building committee, Dr. Blain Johnston,
on behalf of the town council, and Rev. W. G.
Reinheimer on behalf of the Thompson Religious
Council. The new church had, of course, been
operational before the middle of May; it had
opened on Maundy Thursday, March 30, just in
time for the Easter Services.
It was fitting that Rev. Reinheimer should be
present at the official opening of the St. Lawrence Roman Catholic Church, for during the
next weekend, his new church building, the
Thompson Pentecostal Assembly was dedicated.
The special speaker at the dedication service was
Rev. P. M. Munro, the area superintendent. The
Roman Catholics and the Pentecostals were not
the only congregation to have cause for celebration that May. Another church was also in the
news. The First Baptist Church of Thompson
had a new pastor in May. Rev. Duncan Ritchie
soon made his presence felt in the community by
his comments in a weekly column in the Citizen.
In his first article, Duncan Ritchie commented on
the layout of the new town. He was used to the
"straightforward cross-street systems" that are
prevalent in North American cities. Thompson
confused him. If asked what shape best described
Thompson's design, Duncan would have voted
for the question mark. The pastor also mentions
that on his first Sunday in Western Canada he
met a boy in his congregation who was from his
own home town in Scotland. Duncan commented, "This was an astonishing experience for
both of us." This may have amazed the two
participants, but, in the new town of Thompson,
events like this were becoming commonplace.
There was another church that became a little
more established in Thompson in 1967. The
Orthodox Church had been organized in town
since November 5, 1963. The first Ukrainian
Orthodox Church service was held in the St.
Lawrence Church Hall on December 15 of that
same year with Rev. Trufyn conducting the ceremony, and Mr. and Mrs. Ted Wasylenko performing the cantors' duties. From this time on,
services were held at irregular intervals, four or
five times a year, with priests coming from Flin
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by John McCreedy. John McCreedy had a different background from other INCO 'brass'.
Although he had some early mining experience at
Kirkland Lake and Trail, he had achieved a
greater press with his sporting exploits. John was
a professional hockey player, having been a
member of the Toronto Maple Leafs during two
Stanley Cup championship years. His hockey
career was shortened by his serving in the
R.C.A.F. from 1942-1945, after which he entered
the University of Toronto, graduating with a
degree in mining engineering. He had been an
employee of IN CO since his graduation in 1949.

Flon to conduct the proceedings. From 1967 to
1970, Rev. Victor Lakusta from Flin Flon held
the services in the Legion Hall instead of the High
School auditorium and, later still, in the Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church on Thompson
Drive. In 1972, the congregation was incorporated. Then, in the fall of 1979, the Ukrainian
Orthodox congregation purchased the church
from the Greek Orthodox congregation with the
result that Thompson for a while could no longer
boast a combined Greek/Ukrainian-Orthodox
Church.
There was a strange visitor to the Juniper area
of Thompson in the May of 1967, a visitor that
left such a mark on the people present at the time
that none of them wish their names recorded in
this book. A mother, working in her kitchen on a
warm, late-May afternoon, noticed that there
appeared to be a strong wind blowing on a patch
of ground near her home. Just a few seconds
earlier there had been no wind at all. Then she
heard a peculiar noise and children's screams.
She rushed outside and witnessed her daughter
rising upwards towards a cube which was hovering above the houses and spinning on one corner.
As the mother watched, one of her child's playmates attempted to pull the girl back to earth but
the upward pull was too strong. Only the timely
arrival of the girl's father saved the child from
being pulled up to the object. The family
involved in this odd occurrence left town later
that year. Rumour has elevated the event to
folklore status in the community. Who can say
what did happen? A visitor to the planetarium in
Winnipeg can read a short account of the mysterious happening on an illuminated display which
describes U.F.O. sightings in Manitoba.
Researcher, Ed Barker, an employee of the planetarium, has more information on the incident
than he is able to disclose to casual inquirers but,
what he can reveal is enough food for thought for
even the most intractable skeptic.
Spring came late in '67. Victoria Day was
greeted with a fall of snow. Although the snow
did not leave, one long time resident called it
quits in May. Steve Bugera, Thompson's first
postmaster, moved on to more southerly climes;
he accepted the position of postmaster at Swan
River. Steve's place was taken by the assistant
postmaster of the Flin Flon office, Norman
Raynor. People come and people go. INCO, too,
announced staff changes in May, '67. Harry W.
Peterson, general manager of the Manitoba
Division moved to New York; his place was taken

John McCreedy after
whom the John McCreedy
campgrounds to the north
of Thompson were named.
Ashley and Crippen.

As the busy month of May ended, Thompson
saw the first Thompson Arts Festival. This festival was not the lavish, all-embracing event that
it was to become in later years; it leaned heavily
towards the performing, vocal arts, there being
no drawing or dance categories. The festival was
mainly for school-age children to compete and
be adjudicated in events such as piano solos,
spoken poetry, and choral reading. There was
one category where adults could enter, that of
community choirs. The Centennial Chorus
scored a respectable eighty-four percent for their
rendition of "Ho-La-Hi', a German folk song.
The comments of the adjudicators were generally
favourable and were sufficiently encouraging for
the organizers to immediately start their plans for
a similar festival for 1968.
Whatever was happening in Thompson,
Manitoba, during the first half of Centennial
Year was, of course, a prelude to the revelry
being planned for the celebration of Canada's
hundredth birthday in the new town. By midMay, the programme planning for the occasion
was practically complete; the Thompson Citizen
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reported Thompson's proposed programme as
follows:

"At 1:00 o'clock, bicycle races will
be an event sponsored by the Knights of
Columbus. There will be billiard and
bowling competitions, and the
Thompson Baseball Association is preparing a schedule for a tournament.
"At 2:00 o'clock, young 'soap box'
competitors will have a derby; there
will be a centennial film at 3:00 p.m.,
and at 4:00 that afternoon, a giant barbecue with wild northern meat should
be well patronized. The barbecue is
being arranged by the Thompson
Rotarians.
"The Northern Manitoba Centennial Committee has made arrangements for a pow-wow by the Norway
House Band at 8:00 o'clock, and a centennial dance from 10:00 p.m. to 3:00
o'clock Saturday morning should be a
dandy.
"Saturday, July 1, will begin with a
pancake breakfast at 8:00 o'clock for
all who are healthy and raring to go so
early in the day. The charming hosts
and hostesses: the Hudson's Bay Company staff.
"The grand parade of the year
begins at 9:00 o'clock. Andrew
Clachers, parade marshal, reports that
entries are now being received but a
very large number are expected.
"At 12:00 noon, the official opening
of the centennial program should be a
colorful northern event. The centennial
queen will be crowned, the princesses
designated. The rides and the concessions will resume.
"At 1:00 o'clock, finals in the track
and field, baseball, bowling, and billiards will begin, as well as a soccer and
boxing tournament.
"At 2:30, the talent show finals will
be heard, and there will be a showing of
a centennial film.
"At 4:00 o'clock, the Norway House
Indian tribe will pow-wow and the
Irish and the Italians and others will
decide the championship in soccer.
"At 9:00 Saturday evening, the centennial ball will begin and the teen
dance party. During the evening, there
will be a draw for a car (a beautiful
Olds purchased by the Jaycees), a draw

"Centennial year in Northern Manitoba is being observed by numerous
communities through various local
projects.
"In Thompson, in co-operation
with the Manitoba Centennial Corporation, the local community project is
the Thompson Library building, complete with books and essential library
equipment for a progressive, growing
community. Arne Sorensen is chairman of the Thompson committee and
Mrs. Donald Munn is chairman of the
library board.
"The area centennial celebration has
been officially designated for Friday,
June 30 and Saturday and Sunday, July
1 and 2. This large area centennial celebration, also in co-operation with the
Manitoba Centennial Corporation, is
sponsored by the Northern Manitoba
Centennial Association, of which Don
Cameron is president. Area representative ofthe Manitoba Centennial Corporation is Andrew Clachers.
"Unofficially the program for the
Northern Manitoba Centennial Celebration (called 'Astum-Pe-mettawek'
Cree: "Come and Have Fun!") will
begin on Thursday, June 29. It is
expected that Luchuk Midway and
Shows will be ready for business by
4:00 o'clock Thursday afternoon, and
Local 6166 of the United Steelworkers
have plans for a terrific fish-fry style
dance.
"Here is the interim program for
Friday, June 30, designated "Young
Canada Day":
"9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon: Track and
field events, sponsored by the physical
education department of the
Thompson schools.
"At noon, local industrial displays
will be opened and will be in business,
including Luchuk Shows, Shady Pete's
Clip Joint, and various games of
chance. There will be bingo; food
counters will be open. These items are
all being arranged by the Thompson
Rotary Club.
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for a summer cottage, and a midnight
fireworks display.
"On Sunday morning, the Anglican
women of Thompson will serve a pancake breakfast at the sensible hour of
9:30. Church services, under the auspices of the Thompson Religious
Council, are scheduled for 1:30.
"Afternoon events include a family
picnic, a baby show, a pet show, baseball finals, a beard judging contest,
miners' and northerners' events. Sponsors include the I.O.D.E., the Beta
Sigma Phi. The beard growing and
men's events are sponsored by the
V.S.W.A., with Cecil Smith arranging
them.
"At 7:30, talent winners will receive
their awards, the centennial choir will
be heard, and a community sing-song
will close the programme.

*

*

ceed with the erection of living quarters for single
men on Thompson Drive, near the Riverside
Drive junction. (A huge sigh of relief from Westwood and cries of "Shame!" from Riverside).
The second resolution which, unlike the first, was
carried unanimously, granted approval for the
selection of a site for a family trailer court. The
motion, proposed by Don McLean and seconded
by Doug Molnar, also indicated that the establishment of the trailer court must be carefully
supervised. The trailer court motion was passed
after a brief dealing with housing in Thompson
and containing a recommendation for a trailer
court was presented to council by Brian Koshul,
newly elected president of Local 6166, on behalf
of the V.S.W.A. executive.
The brief is printed below, in its entirety,
because it gives a view of living conditions in
Thompson and also indicates the frustration that
residents were feeling as no concrete housing
suggestions were being made by any level of
government.
"I appear to-night on behalf of the
Executive Board of Local 6166 to draw
to your attention our extreme concern
regarding the present deplorable state
of the housing situation in Thompson,
and to suggest to you a course of action
that we feel would alleviate the acute
housing shortage.
"As you will recall, shortly after the
strike, which ended September 8, 1964,
the provincial government, in answer
to our demands regarding the high rent
problem, caused to have established in
Thompson a 'low income housing corporation', which provides a means
whereby federal and provincial funds
are made available to a community for
purposes of public housing. Through
this method ninety-five percent of the
cost of a housing program is contributed by the senior governments, with
the municipality picking up the
remaining five percent. In 1964, one
million dollars was made available for
a housing program in Thompson but,
unfortunately, Thompson was unable
to take advantage of this federalprovincial scheme because the 'low
income housing program' provides that
only those people earning less than a
certain income per year are eligible to
participate in this plan and the then

*

"A Northern Manitoba 'fly-in' is
also being arranged, with entertainers
coming to Thompson in June and to
other Manitoba points in August.
"Henry Light of Thompson, administrative officer with the provincial
Department of Northern Affairs, is coordinator.' ,
The lead-up to the celebrations was tough
going for one group of Thompsonites, those who
wanted to be a part of the Centennial Talent
Show. There were four heats organized by the
Kinsmen. Winners from those heats then had to
dance, sing, and juggle their way through a series
of semi-finals before they were considered
qualified to be seen in the Centennial Show. The
hard road to fame did not prove too much of a
barrier, as many Thompsonites were only too
pleased to exhibit their talents for the enjoyment
of their fellowmen.
History will record it as a coincidence, but
two weeks before Centennial Day, a long-standing Thompson problem came several steps closer
to a solution. Back in the strike year of 1964, the
V.S.W.A., as a collective body, and its membership, as individuals, had complained about
the high cost of housing in Thompson. On June
22, 1967, two resolutions were passed by the town
council to deal with the situation. The first of
these resolutions dealt with granting permission
for Home Development (Northern) Ltd. to pro176

maximum yearly income level was set
much too low for the hourly rated Inco
employees who, with their families,
constitute the majority of the population of Thompson. This maximum
income level was subsequently raised to
four thousand nine hundred dollars per
year, largely through the efforts of the
Steelworkers Union but, unfortunately, this was still too low. So the
'Thompson low income housing corporation' and the one million dollars
sat there, and I presume still sit there,
quietly gathering dust.
"The Steelworkers Union therefore
requests that the Town Council make
representation to the senior governments to revive the 'Thompson low
income housing corporation' with a
maximum yearly income level pegged
at a realistic figure for this area, one of
six thousand dollars per year, and that
they also request that the charter of this
corporation provide that this maximum income level apply to 'regular'
income only and not apply to any overtime income the person may earn and
that it also provide for a periodic revision of the maximum yearly income
level.
"This suggestion deals with the
'eventual long-range relief from our
present circumstances. However, there
is something the Town Council can do,
on its own, without the aid of the senior
governments, that would provide a
quicker short term solution and immediate relief to the housing problem.
"An area of land, possibly land that
is useless to housing development
because of permafrost conditions,
should be developed to provide sewer,
water and electrical facilities for the
accomodation of house trailers in
Thompson. This trailer court should be
established and controlled by the town,
incorporating the following conditions:
(1) The trailers should be owned by the
persons residing in them.
(2) Occupancy restricted to one family
only.
(3) A security deposit to be paid to the
trailer owner to ensure that the lot

assigned to him is maintained, otherwise the town is authorised to do
the necessary upkeep, after proper
notice, and deduct the amount
from the security deposit.
(4) A minimum size and type of trailer
must be established.
(5) A coin operated laundromat
should be established on the premises and either be contracted to a
private operator or retained under
the management of the town.
(6) The space rental to be sufficient to
amortize the cost of the development of the property within a reasonable time and yet be low enough
to be within reach of the trailer
owners.
"There are other controls, no doubt, that the
council, after deliberation, will come up with to
ensure that a trailer court is properly run. The
establishment of such a trailer court is vital if the
town council is genuinely concerned with providing immediate relief from the acute and serious
housing problem that presently exists and is
worsening day by day. To those members of
Council and the citizens of Thompson that hold
with the idea that a trailer court is in opposition
to their idealistic vision of what a model community should be, I invite them to accompany me on
a tour of this community and see the overcrowded basement suites, houses, and apartments, and then ask themselves if the present
situation in Thompson matches their vision, and
they should also tour the town and see house
trailers set up on private property and town
property in direct contravention of existing laws.
"The Steelworkers Union admits that trailer
court living may not be all it should be, but we
point out that it would be a darn sight better than
the conditions that many hundreds of Thompson
residents are living under now.
"We therefore strongly urge the council to give
this suggestion serious consideration and to do all
in their power to see that such a trailer area is
established as quickly as possible.
"Thank you for your consideration."
The news in June was mostly good. The forest
fires which were becoming an annual event,
began in the first week of June; traffic was held
up for five hours on the highway twenty-six miles
south of town on the second. Help came from an
unexpected quarter, the temperature dropped
some twenty-eight degrees Celsius (fifty degrees
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Fahrenheit), a cloudburst and then snow slowed
down the fires and enabled fire fighters to gain
control.
The Honourable Jean-Pierre Cote,
Postmaster General, announced on June 9, that
letter-carrier delivery service would be established in Thompson on August 14. The area to be
served by letter carriers comprised 2,061 calls
which would be divided into five letter-carrier
routes covering a street distance of roughly
twenty miles. Mr. Cote explained that forms were
in the process of being distributed to the patrons
concerned to inform them about the impending
service and of the requirements to be met. It was
also stated that the provision of a letter-carrier
service for Thompson had been authorized
because of the rapid development of the area.
Thompson received some beneficial publicity
on June 20, when ninety-five business men and
civic leaders from southern Manitoba visited the
new town. The visitors arrived to look around at
what was billed as "the model mining community
of the continent", in a specially chartered DC 7
aircraft. The tour of the town, the mine, and the
facilities was co-ordinated by the Hon. Sidney
Spivac, Manitoba's Minister of Industry and
Commerce. It is probably as well that the Jaycees
had begun a campaign to clean up the town a few
weeks before the distinguished visitors arrived.
The purpose of this clean up was, of course, to
make the town as presentable as possible for the
upcoming centennial celebrations, but no one
really minded if this sprucing up of the area
helped to impress the southerners.
The health of Thompson residents was
monitored more closely in 1967. The promised
Health Unit opened on Station Road, even if a
great deal of its equipment had not arrived. There
was a staff of four at the Thompson Health Unit:
Sharon Gibbs and Janice Hawrysh, both public
health nurses; Henry Wilson, a public health
inspector; and Mrs. F. Allan, the Unit's secretary. Other travelling 'medicine men' visited
Thompson at fairly regular intervals. C. J. and
O. Soloway, two optometrists, made their
Thompson headquarters in the Thompson Inn,
while chiropractor Dr. E. Allan Hawkins, set up
a permanent office in the Burntwood Village
Plaza.
Another health-oriented society became
more established in 1967; the Thompson branch
of the Red Cross. This branch of the Red Cross
had listed in its records for 1966 just one
Thompson volunteer, Mr. R. F. Muncer, the sole

link with the divisional offices in Winnipeg. In
1967, a full slate of officers was appointed with
the president of the society being Bert Bertelsen.
Even without a formalized branch in Thompson,
successful blood donor clinics had been held in
the community since 1965, when five hundred
and forty-six donations were received. In 1967, a
Sickroom Equipment Loan Service was begun in
town under the supervision of Mrs. E. A.
Hawkins. The equipment was at first situated in
the Thompson General Hospital but, ten years
later, it was moved to the Y.W.C.A., where
Molly Robinson became the custodian. The
Swimming and Water Safety Programme has
always been associated with the Red Cross and,
although swimming lessons were started under
the direction of the Thompson Community Club
in 1967, the Red Cross assumed the responsibility
for the programme in 1968. There was no indoor
swimming pool in Thompson in those early
years, and so the swimming lessons were
restricted to the summer months and were held at
Paint Lake. Nonetheless, over one thousand
children and adults participated in the programme between 1968 and 1970. In 1971, two
hundred and fifty-eight students enrolled; the
next year two hundred and two. A portable pool
was brought to town from Winnipeg in order to
make it easier for those first students to learn
their basic swimming principles.
As the month of June was about to give way
to the celebratory month of July, two items of
interest caught the eyes of Thompsonites. The
new Scout Hall, donated to the Thompson and
District Scout Council, was, at last, about to be
re-erected. The hall was the old Hudson Bay
building from the mine campsite. The land for
the re-building of the hall had been donated to
the Scout Council by the Thompson Rotary
Club, who had also donated two thousand dollars towards the re-Iocation. Most of the reconstruction work was to be carried out by
volunteers but the Scout Council still estimated
that fifteen thousand dollars would be needed for
the completion of the project.
The second item of news was relegated to the
back pages of most of the newspapers of the day.
The acrimonious disputes between the United
Steelworkers of America and the International
Union of Mine, Mill, and Smelter Workers were
over. As of Dominion Day, July 1, 1967, the two
unions would amalgamate. This merger meant
that, from that date, some ninety-five percent of
Canada's mineral wealth would be produced by
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way Crescent became the owner of the 1959
Oldsmobile that was raffled by the Junior Chamber of Commerce, and Des Zimola was the winner of the summer cottage draw sponsored by the
local centennial committee.
The celebrations of the Centennial did not
end with the conclusion of the holiday weekend.
Later in the month, the Confederation Caravan
made its appearance in town. It is fitting to note
that, up until, say 1966, the railroad had been the
life-blood of Thompson. There had been angry
words written to the local newspapers when it was
learned that Canada's Centennial Train would
not be including Thompson on its route. It was
up to the neWly-opened road to provide
Thompson with the chance to view Canada's
history. The Citizen's report describes the event:

members of one labour organization. The merger
also meant that the members of the Mine-Mill
Union would, once again, become affiliated with
the Canadian Labor Congress whose predecessor, the Canadian Congress of Labor, had expelled the union for Communist infiltration in 1949.
But none of this news really mattered to
Canadians at this time in their history. Canada
was one hundred years old. The festivities, the
ceremonies, the celebrations were all compressed
into three or four days centering on the Dominion Day weekend. Thompson's plans for a threeday celebration had been modified to include the
Thursday, in what promised to be an unforgettable four days of merrymaking. Then the news
broke; Manitoba had declared that Monday,
July 3, was also an official holiday. Five days of
celebration! No wonder the older residents of
Thompson say that we don't have holidays like
we used to!
It was not just the length of the festivities that
changed; the official name changed too. The
Cree words Astum Peymetawek were used
instead of the previous spelling - Astum-Pemettawek. However the phrase was spelled,
made no difference to the Thompsonites, who
obeyed its directive; they came and they had fun.
From the opening of the midway on Thursday
afternoon, through the dances held on the first
three nights, from the sports events to the pancake breakfasts and the parade, from the fireworks to the talent show, Thompson celebrated
as only Thompson knew how.
It was a difficult task to say what events were
the most popular, but it was generally felt that
the midway could have been larger with a more
varied selection of rides; the soap-box derby was
poorly attended by both spectators and contestants. The pow-wow dances by the Norway
House Indian Band were colourful, and the costumes were much admired. The parade was the
largest and most colourful seen in Thompson.
Leading the way was a red-coated R.C.M.P.
officer riding Thompson's first horse, which
belonged to the Baker family. By popular
acclaim, the best float was Luella Thiessen's
rickshaw taxi, with Luella as the power and her
three grandchildren as the passengers. On Saturday night, the fireworks display was the best that
Thompson had seen in its short history. The
talent show proved a fitting climax to an enjoyable Sunday. For two Thompson residents, none
of the above events proved to be the highlight of
the celebrations. Mrs. William Stewart of Green-

"The Confederation Caravan
opened its two-day stay at Thompson
at the recreation grounds.
"The drivers arranged the colorful
trailers in a quadrangle, set up the
mobile regional exhibits, entrance
gangways and bridges between trailers,
and the show is now open. From 10
a.m. until 11 p.m. Tuesday and
Wednesday twenty-fifth and twentysixth of July, visitors can experience
the development of Canada from primeval times to the present.
"It's not an art gallery or a museum
or a history lesson. It's more like a time
machine trip to visit the people of all
walks of life who lived and worked,
laughed and wept in Canada before we
came along.
"This major Centennial Commission project took almost four years to
produce from idea to fact. Eight identical caravans were produced to crisscross the nation, while the similar Confederation Train crosses from west to
east, generally stopping at the larger
centres of population.
"The stories are told with still and
movie pictures, life-size mannequins
that move, intricate miniature figures
and scenes, reproductions of full size
rooms and outdoor settings as well as
hundreds of artifacts."
The Confederation Caravan may have been
magnificent but, in Thompson, its arrival
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marked the beginning of the end of the railroad's
importance to the community.
The period between the holiday and the
arrival of the caravan was significant to
Thompson. The first basements for a new subdivision, Southwood, were poured. The town
council announced that it had accepted a proposal by Adrian Baker of Ospwagan Construction Ltd. to develop a portion of the area between
the new Southwood subdivision and Westwood
in order to establish a trailer court. Adrian stated
that he expected to have the utilities to the property together with the levelling and gravelling for
some two hundred trailers by October.

Mike and his Skidoo, 1970.

Burntwood Trailer Court, 1968.
At Mike Madonick's cabin on the Grass River.
Margaret Madonick.

Adrian further stated that he expected the
first trailers to be in place in September. The Elks
completed their Centennial project by planting
birch trees along the boulevard of Thompson
Drive North, and the Drum and Bugle Band and
Thompson Majorettes left for a tour of southern
and central Manitoba, culminating in a performance at the Manitoba Stampede in Morris.
The news was not all good. The forest fire
situation had worsened since the fires had been
checked by the weather conditions in early June.
Cec Smith, still the senior conservation officer
for the area, warned that if the prevailing conditions continued, there would have to be travel
restrictions in some areas. Fires were not confined to the bush. On July 21, fire struck two
uncompleted houses on the southern edge of the
Westwood development. One house was razed to
the ground; the other was almost completely
destroyed. The fire proved quite an attraction to
local residents who, not having seen a major
house fire for some time, came out in the 32° C.
weather to witness the blaze.
August started with a flurry of news items in
the new town, some new ideas, some old names

Mike Madonick at a trapline cabin, 1959.
Margaret Madonick.
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impose such a payment on what was supposed to
be low rental accommodation. Mayor Jack
Knight replied that not only had council not
decided on a monetary figure for lot rental, they
had not even discussed the item. When the
Thompson engineering department had studied
the matter, said the mayor, then the rental would
be assessed.
The trailer court issue would not go away. At
a council meeting, on August 17, the members of
the council seemed more anxious to discuss the
formation of a nine-hole golf course than attend
to the outstanding problem of the trailer court
rents. Mayor Knight, when pressed, advised
Councillor Price that the town was not in a
position to set a specific figure to be charged for
the rental of a trailer lot. The town could only
control the tax portion of the charge.
Trouble, trouble. If the town council were
feeling a little heat over the trailer court rental
problem, they were in good company. Gordon
Beard was getting upset with the provincial government over its unwillingness to carry out an
election promise to give Thompson a paved road
between the town and Paint Lake as a "Centennial gift". Gordon sent a letter to Hon. Walter
Weir, Minister of Highways on August 17. The
letter started with these words:

The Madonicks' fiftieth wedding anniversary at the Elks'
Hall.
Margaret Madonick.

and some objections to new developments. A
name from the past hit the headlines in the
August papers. Mike and Margaret Madonick
celebrated their fortieth wedding anniversary on
July 27, and their pictures beamed from the front
page of the Citizen on August 8. A surprise party
was held for the Madonicks at the summer cottage of Bob and Vicki Fleming at Paint Lake.
Forty years in the bush, and Mike was still making a living from his trapline, which ran quite
close to Thompson. The only comment on the
development of the town of Thompson that Mike
would make to the newspaper was that mining
seemed to have driven the animals away from the
area.
Deaf to the complaints of the Madonicks, and
uncaring about the animal situation, Thompson
continued its search for more and better
amenities. A committee was formed to promote
the idea of an indoor swimming pool for the
town. Not surprisingly, this committee was called
the Thompson Indoor Swimming Pool Association and consisted of representatives from many
different organizations in the community. One of
the members of the Swimming Pool committee
was involved with the town on another project.
On August 2, Brian Koshul appeared once more
before council. This time Brian submitted a
number of questions to the councillors concerning the proposed trailer court. The gist of
Koshul's questions concerned the reported cost
of fifty dollars per month lot rental for a trailer
site. Brian considered the charge excessive and
asked for the rationale behind the decision to

"Dear Sir;
"I write this letter with what must
have been the same feeling of frustration as the young bride who cried out
'Walter, Walter, you left me at the
altar' .
"We of the North attended a shower
approximately one year ago, at which
time we received the premier's gift of a
paved highway for 1967, from
Thompson to Paint Lake Resort Area.
This was to support the continuance of
growth in government services to bring
about equality with southern areas of
our province. We were delighted to
accept this as part of a plan to bring
about orderly development of those
services which were the responsibility
of the government.
"The Thompson Highway, of which
Paint Lake Road is a part, has become
a source of annoyance to both visitors
and residents of the Thompson and
Wabowden communities.
"Speaking for myself, I have had to
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Gordon ended his letter:

make numerous trips over the road this
summer and must have accumulated
what should be a Thompson record in
respect to car costs which, incidentally,
you could not match in years of driving
on southern type, hard-surface roads.
I have had to purchase at least one tire
after each trip, an oil pump, transmission manifold, a complete exhaust system and windshield along with many
hours of lost travelling time.
"Cars are manufactured today to
travel much faster than those of the
horse and buggy and gravel road days
of yesteryear. Driving today on a
Thompson Road has brought about a
new game known as Thompson Roulette. As in all gambling games, everyone loses. The real test, of course,
being how little.
"Our Centennial concern at present
is that our reward for patience to date is
only more and larger pot holes rather
than paved roads. This concern grows
now that summer is beginning to draw
to a close in Northern Manitoba."

"In closing, I point out that I have
had many representations over the past
month in respect to the road situation.
Our Mayor and Council have requested
a statement on policy. The local Union
of the United Steelworkers of America
have criticized road conditions.
Accordingly, the Department must
consider this problem one which
affects most or all of the people in the
Thompson, Wabowden area.
Yours very truly,
Gordon W. Beard.
Both the paving of the highway and the trailer
court issue will be seen to be recurring news items
as this history unfolds.
All the news was not bad, contentious or
discouraging during that August. The Centennial
Library opened its doors on the twenty-first. In
the first two hours of opening, memberships
increased dramatically. The shelves of the library
were not full, but Thompsonites were assured
there were books for every taste.
One resident could have used a good geography book, or at least a town map or directory.
The Thompson Citizen carried the story:
"Everyone at some time makes a
faux pas. Most manage to get away
with them almost unnoticed. This was
not the case with this particular incident.
"It happened yesterday when a more
than slightly inebriated gentleman mistook the Thompson Municipal Building for one of the local pubs. He went
in and asked for a room, whereupon he
was quickly directed to the nearest
hotel. But because of his condition at
the time, he was refused lodgings there.
"And this is how he did manage to
get board and room at the Municipal
Building after all. It was in the form of
a cozy little cell at R.C.M.P. headquarters, where he was able to sleep it
off!"

The start of highway 391 south, 1961.
P. R. McGinnis.

There was a new store in town. Well, it wasn't
quite in town. In fact, it was at Paint Lake. Marg
and Dick 10rdan had built a small store at Paint
Lake in 1964, but because of high water levels,
they were not able to open the facility until 1967 .
The 10rdans had living quarters behind the store,

The muddy results of early highway travel.
Margaret Price.
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dren in Number 2 School. Margot, having
recovered her composure and her knowledge of
the English language, commented, about the
schooling, "the children love it. "
On the last day of August the texts of two
telegrams were published:

where refreshments and a few grocery supplies
for the campers and picnickers were sold. In the
winter, the Jordans moved back to their house on
Juniper Drive.
More newcomers arrived in Thompson in
August. These were a little different from the
run-of-the-mill casual workers that Thompson
was used to. The men, employed by Patrick
Harrison and Co. Ltd., were straight from the
Rhine Valley. Mine development was in full
swing and, obviously, experienced Canadian
labour was difficult to find. The news of the
men's arrival was not front page news in the local
papers. Why should it be? Men were arriving and
leaving town every day, but in November, these
German contract workers did make the news.
Families began to arrive in Thompson, directly
from Germany. Six women and their children,
numbering eleven in all, made the trip to Manitoba's frozen northlands. It must have been
quite a difficult decision for the families to
uproot themselves from their friends and relatives in Europe and travel so many thousand
miles to an isolated community, with adverse
weather conditions, where German was not readily understood, let alone spoken.
The six families lived in the new trailer court
and described the living conditions comfortable,
roomy and like "real houses". One of the
women, Margot Detti, spoke excellent English.
She gave her first impressions of Canada, "Here
things are so much less expensive to buy and the
money is better, too. We are finding the food a
little different but we can still make our own
favourite dishes from the ingredients that are
readily available here." Ursula Hagel, who was
quickly picking up the language, added, "No one
is feeling homesick yet. This is possibly because
we have been far too busy to think too much
about Germany since we arrived. Margot was
asked what she felt about Thompson's
November weather. Margot's English proved
unequal to the task. Eventually she was able to
say, "I was nearly knocked out for cold this
morning." The words may not explain in a grammatical way exactly what she meant, but there is
not one Thompsonite, past or present, who could
fail to understand precisely what sort of morning
Margot was describing.
Four of the eleven German children were of
school age. The school board had foreseen the
problems that could arise from running schools
in a town with a highly itinerent population and
had set up a class for non-English speaking chil-

HON. WALTER WEIR, MINISTER OF HIGHWAYS
GOVERNMENT OF MANITOBA
LEGISLATIVE BLDGS.
WINNIPEG, MAN.
THIS NEWSPAPER HAS BEEN
ADVISED THAT THOMPSONPAINT LAKE HIGHWAY WILL
STILL BE PAVED IN 1967 AND
THOMPSON AIRPORT ROAD
WILL BE STRAIGHTENED AND
OTHER IMPROVEMENTS WILL
THERE BE MADE STOP IF THIS
INFORMATION IS CORRECT
WIRE
W. H. DECOURSEY THOMPSON
CITIZEN
W. H. DECOURSEY, THOMPSON
CITIZEN
TENDERS ADVERTISED SATURDAY AUGUST TWENTY FIVE FOR
PAVING THOMPSON -P AINT
LAKE AND THOMPSON AIRPORT
ROAD STOP TENDERS CLOSE
SEPTEMBER FOURTEEN, COMPLETION OF PROJECT DEPENDENT ON CONTRACTORS WORK
- SCHEDULE UNUSUALLY
HEAVY TRUCK HAUL CAUSED
PROJECT DELAY, ANTICIPATE
- CONTRACTOR WILL PREPARE
AGRIGATE (sic) THIS FALL WITH
PAVING COMPLETE NEXT SUMMER FOLLOWING HEAVY
HAUL FOR RAILROAD BALLAST
SOAB LAKE LINE, - MINOR
LOCATION IMPROVEMENTS
AIRPORT ROAD UNDER CONSIDERATION
C. D. SMITH DEPUTY MINISTER
OF HIGHWAYS
In an editorial, the Citizen pointed out that it
took the approach of a leadership convention to
stir the government into action by calling for
tenders that should have been sought in the
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spring. One year of the paving programme was
forfeit because the Ministry said there was too
much heavy trucking along the highway between
Thompson and Soab. Thompsonites did not
think that this was a valid reason. They thought
the government's excuse a load of heavy ballast.
Joe Borowski proved that he had some amazing agricultural talents. By the early fall of 1967,
he had produced large ears of wheat and oats in
the back yard of his house on Martin Bay. Joe
insisted that the success of his small but mature
crop was due to the three hundred pounds of
sucker fish that were dug into the ground just
before the growing season. The grain crops were,
of course, given a great deal of tender loving care
during their growing and maturing phases, but
there was another feature about Joe's garden that
he thought he ought to bring to the attention of
the gardening authorities. Where the fish were
dug into the soil, there was no frost damage to the
plants, but where the fish had not been used as a
fertilizer, some frost damage had occurred.
In July, 1967, Pastor J. Davies outlined the
history of the Baptist Church in Thompson. "In
the fall of 1960 the Rev. Ray Price visited
Thompson to conduct a survey in the interest of
starting a Baptist church in the community. A
church service was held in Number 1 School and
early in 1961, the Rev. Price began visiting the
town every two weeks to hold mid-week meetings. The Manitoba Western Association agreed
to support the work in Thompson.
"The first resident minister, the Rev. Laurie
Fenerty arrived via rail from The Pas, on July 14,
1962. On September 15, his family moved into the
first manse/chapel. The first worship service was
held in this new building on September 23, and
the Rev. Stewart Trities, Director of Home Missions, spoke at the dedication ceremony on
November 25:
"Following the INCO strike of '64, only half
of the congregation returned. However, by the
fall of 1967, the facilities at the manse/chapel are
no longer adequate and we are planning to erect a
new church in Westwood in 1968.
"The Rev. Duncan Ritchie, eighty-five years
young, served as interim minister from January
until June, 1967, and then I took over."
(The above letter was misplaced and not
found until the first ten chapters of this book
were at the printers. It was decided to include the
letter at this point, the date that the letter was
originally written.)
The Thompson Public Library had been open

Thompson Public Library.
Hazel Hopkins.

since August but, as with so many Thompson
facilities, it had to be opened officially. The
opening ceremonies of September 22, were
broadcast live on the radio and featured many
guest speakers. Representing the province was
Hon. Stewart McLean. Mr. Justice Monnin of
Winnipeg spoke on behalf of the Manitoba Centennial Corporation, John McCreedy offered
congratulations on behalf of INCO and Mayor
Jack Knight also addressed the assembly. The
Centennial Chorus presented two songs for the
radio audience who were welcomed by Arne
Sorensen. Before the end of the ceremonies, Mrs.
Munn took the opportunity to thank, on behalf
of Librarian Peggy Henderson and the library
board, various individuals and organizations in
the town. Included on the list were the Kinsmen,
the Rotary Club, Mu Chapter pf the Beta Sigma
Phi, the Cambrian Youth Club, the Teen Tempo
Group and the Thompson Supply Company. For
outstanding services to the project, life memberships of the library were awarded to Peggy
Henderson, Brina Hellrung, Carl Nesbitt and
Stewart McLean.
The Thompson Indoor Swimming Pool
Association hit the headlines again in September.
The group decided that an indoor pool, although
a great idea, could be coupled with another recreational course and so an organization was
formed called 'Vote Yes For Recreation'. The
main aims of this organization were the provision
of a swimming pool and artificial ice for the
curling rink and arena. Members of the committee were Don Cameron, Brian Koshul, John
Maddison, Martin Bosters, Molly Robinson,
Mary Fenske, and Duke DeCoursey.
Not all sporting activities were handled at the
recreation grounds. The existence of the
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Thompson Ski Club has been alluded to previously. The time has come to detail the start and
progress of this organization. In 1963, a very
small number of enthusiasts, including Fred
Hartmann, Bert Ingebritson, Frank Neuman and
Brian Campbell collected an old car rear end,
scrapped auto wheels, and a load of imagination,
and built a ski tow. The Kinsmen Club donated a
small construction shack which served as a chalet, and INCO provided an electric motor for the
tow. Between 1963 and 1967, several local construction firms contributed another building (to
act as a construction area), a new chalet, and the
use of machines to level the lower slopes and the
parking lot. Of course, the whole ski club operation was kept going by the members themselves
acting as unpaid, unskilled labour. The hill being
used in 1967 was not the present hill. Far from it.
The early hill was being used up quickly; it was
needed for gravel for construction purposes.
Members of the club were not worried; they had
scouted the area along the Moak Lake Road and
found hills there that compared favourably to
Mt. Agassiz, at that time the best ski hill in
Manitoba.
With eagerness, fortitude, hard work, and a
new president, Frank Neuman who had succeeded Fred Hartmann the previous spring, the
Thompson Ski Club looked forward to a successful future at a new, improved hill.
The year ended, as befitted a celebration year,
on several notes of optimism. The hospital annex
was nearing completion, the new addition to
Number 1 School would be ready for occupancy
on January 1, and the schools, rather than bear
numbers for the rest of their lives, were to be
named. The Thompson High School was to be
named after a man who was one of the principles
behind the formation of the mine complex in
Thompson, Ralph Parker and so the R. D. Parker Collegiate was born. The elementary schools,
it was decided, should bear names that would tie
them in with the town's districts. Number 1
School was therefore re-named Juniper School,
Number 2 School became Riverside School,
Number 3 School took the name of Deerwood
School, and Number 4 School rejoiced under the
name Westwood School.
The public reaction to the new school names
was generally favourable but there were some
adverse comments. Two students in particular
gave their views on the re-naming of the
Thompson High School the R. D. Parker Collegiate, or R.D.P.C. for short. The first student

said, "I hate the name so much that I'm going to
leave." Said the second, "R.P .D.C.? It sounds
more like a disinfectant or a bug killer. "
Not to be outdone by the School Board's
latest announcement, the town council ended the
year with one of their own. They approved, in
principle, plans for anew, large subdivision on
the eastern side of Mystery Lake Road.
The year that had seen Thompson become a
town and Canada celebrate its first century as an
independent country, ended. The new town and
its residents could have been excused for sitting
back and relaxing, but that was not their style.
Like gamblers on a roll, the town continued on its
rapid, some would say reckless way, and its
inhabitants continued their efforts to strive for
new or improved amenities.
Perhaps, in their quest for a better lifestyle,
Thompson residents were getting careless. Perhaps the town's roads were in worse shape than
usual. Perhaps it was the winter weather. Whatever the cause, January, 1968, had the highest
traffic accident figures of any month in
Thompson's short lifespan. The R.C.M.P.
reported seventy-five incidents for the month
compared with a figure of thirty-one accidents
for January, 1967.
Town expansion continued. The school board
moved to new but still unfinished offices on
Thompson Drive. A Polaris residence for single
men, one of three such units in the area, opened
on the corner of Thompson Drive and Riverside
Drive. A four thousand dollar public address
system was installed in the recreation centre
arena and the Manitoba Telephone System
reported that they too were planning to expand
their offices. It was a year of progress for M.T.S.
Not only did they begin to build their annex to
their downtown offices; the erection of microwave towers to improve the out-of-town service
was started in the fall, and in-town underground
cables were laid. All this frenetic telephone
activity could not prevent a loss of 'phone privileges for the whole of Thompson for a period of
fifty minutes on April 25. The M.T.S. power unit
experienced an outage leaving many 'phone users
frustrated or downright angry at the delay. This
event, however, was merely a hiccup in the development of the telephone network in town, a very
temporary, local setback. There was another
problem that leaped to the forefront of the public's attention in 1968, a problem that threatened
to put a stain on Thompson's reputation almost
before the town had had the opportunity to
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develop one. The problem concerned the Germans.
The Germans involved, in what promised to
be a full scale scandal, were those same German
families who, in November, 1967, had seemed so
happy with their new beginnings in their new
homes. Pastor Marlin Johnson of the Advent
Lutheran Church, had worked in close contact
with the German workers since their arrival. He
explained that there appeared to be some discrepancies between what the workers had been told
about their Thompson jobs and living conditions
before they left Germany and what had transpired since their arrival in town.
"Apparently," reported Pastor Johnson,
"the Germans were told that there would be four
hundred houses for their use and these houses
would be rented to them at a rate of fifty-five
dollars per month. The houses were to be furnished and have bedding supplied. When the
workers arrived they found that they were to be
housed in trailers behind the Harrison single
men's camp some miles from town. Rental was
two hundred dollars a month but, after some
negotiation, has been reduced to one hundred
and fifty dollars. The men have to pay the cost of
heating the trailers on top of their rent.
"Wages are a bone of contention, too. The
men are receiving pay up to fifty percent below
the rates quoted to them in Germany. The whole
problem is that there were no written agreements,
no contracts, nothing in writing.
"These men were skilled miners enjoying a
high standard of living in Germany and were led
to understand that they would continue a similar
life in Canada. Their spirits have been crushed
and they can see no future here."
Pastor Johnson took the lead, not only in
contacting the employer of the men, Patrick
Harrison, but also in writing to the federal Minister of Manpower and Immigration, Hon. Jean
Marchand, whose reply stated that the matter
would be investigated in the near future.
It did not take long before a spokesman for
Patrick Harrison & Co. Ltd. to reply. In an open
letter to the Thompson Citizen, Ernest Harrison
stated that the men were hired in Germany by the
company's agent. They were told that they would
be paid at the rate of three dollars and twentyfive cents per hour plus a bonus, when earned.
(Experienced miners averaged between sixteen
and thirty dollars per day bonus.) The German
miners were also told, according to Harrison,
that there was no immediate housing available in

Thompson and that they should come to Canada
first on a single basis. Harrison continued,
"After a number of months in Canada, six of the
men insisted on bringing their families to Canada. Since housing or apartments in Thompson
were not available, the Company purchased six
trailers as temporary accommodation. Approximately one and a half months after the first
families had settled in Canada, two others
insisted on bringing their families. The rental
rates are in accordance with the Thompson area
and are identical for the other eight trailers
occupied by Canadian families in the same area.
"Every man has been given the opportunity
to demonstrate his ability and show the qualities
of his mining experience. Those men who indicated their ability to compete with our Canadian
development miners in a period of four to six
months remained at their original pay rates, the
others were job-rated and entered into our training programme.
"We wish to thank Pastor Marlin Johnson
for his zealous efforts and personal promise to
obtain town dwellings for the German families
(remaining in the trailers) in the near future.
"Patrick Harrison & Co. Ltd. apologize to
the city of Thompson for the adverse publicity,
but feel that this problem could have been solved
in other ways. If these men had come to explain
their position and financial plight, we would have
assisted with a loan or helped them to budget
from pay to pay.
"At the present date, another German miner,
here for four months, has expressed the desire to
have his family brought to this site."
With the publication of this letter the matter
of the imported German miners was ended, at
least as far as Thompson was concerned. Thompsonites went back to discussing the other, more
pleasurable, business of the day, such as the first
Schmockey Night held in the arena on January
27th, or the incredible Thompson World Record
for endurance at five-pin bowling, Bud Brazier
shattered the existing record of sixty-seven hours
eight minutes by setting a new time of seventytwo hours eleven minutes. On the way to this
awe-inspiring title, Bud also broke the record for
consecutive bowling games played. The record
before Bud appeared on the scene was one hundred eighty-four games. Buds effort raised the
number to three hundred forty-one. Although
Bud's wife was on hand to cheer him through the
ordeal, the most honest spectator of Bud's feat
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cause for celebration in that week. There were
other special events too. On March 1, a large
cavalcade of vehicles from Winnipeg, Ashern,
St. Martin, and Grand Rapids made the trip up
the new highway to Thompson. Although some
of the cavalcade arrived on the Friday, the
majority of the cars did not reach Thompson
until Saturday, the second. The trip was arranged
by the Ashern Chamber of Commerce, who, in
an advance publicity hand-out, stated, 'The
enthusiasm generated by people in Winnipeg and
along Number 6 Highway has assured the success
of the trip.' One of the participants, Gardewine
and Sons Transport Ltd., sent a transport truck
loaded with supplies to Thompson and this truck
was to return south with a load of nickel from the
Thompson mine. This cavalcade marked the first
time that the direct highway route was used as a
freight way to Thompson. The journey for the
convoy was not easy. After a lunch stop at Grand
Rapids, the motorcade had to wait for radioequipped vehicles from the Department of Mines
and Resources in Ashern to guide them to Ponton. The journey was probably worth it for the
adventurous travellers. On the Saturday, the
Thompson Chamber of Commerce hosted the
intrepid explorers. Tours of the town were
arranged and plant tours of the mine complex
proved popular. Lunch was provided, courtesy of
INCO, and, in the evening, a buffet supper was
provided by the Thompson Inn, the Chambers of
Commerce, and the town. The overall result of the
venture was a knowledge by the visitors that the
opening of the new highway would be a fortunate
event for all of Manitoba.
That same Saturday, March 2, also saw the
official opening of the recreation complex arena.
While it is true that the arena had been in use for
some time, the arena had not been named. On
this, the official opening day, the arena was to be
named after the man who had been instrumental
in guiding Thompson through the first ten years
of its existence, C. A. Nesbitt. The day of dedication saw the arena well attended for the ceremonies. Exhibitions were given by the Kinsmen
Termite Hockey teams, the Figure Skating Club
and the Drum and Bugle Band. Official greetings
and congratulations were brought to the Nesbitts
and the new arena by John McCreedy for INCO,
Mayor Jack Knight for the town, Gordon Beard,
M.L.A. for Churchill, and Bud Simpson, M.P.
for Churchill.
Thompsonites, inspired by the events of early
March, continued their quest for more variety in

was his son, Buddy Jr., who slept through most
of the performance.
The month of February, 1968, continued the
rush of new beginnings. The Thompson General
Hospital extension was opened; the additional
rooms at Juniper School were officially opened,
although they had been in use since the beginning
of the year; a youth trapline was started through
the co-operation of the Nelson House Trappers
Group. Once again things were going too well.
On February 21st, at 6:30 a.m., five hundred
workers of the Foundation Co. Ltd. set up a
picket line at the entrance to the INCO plant. The
strikers, members of some sixteen different
unions, staged their protest because of the conditions at the Foundation camp where they all
lived.
Many INCO employees refused to cross the
picket lines, and production was disrupted. Some
midnight shift employees were asked to work
after their shift had ended. The United Steelworkers, later that day, announced that as far as
they were concerned, the wildcat strike was a
Foundation Co. matter, and the Steelworkers
union was not involved in any way.
The next day traffic was backed up along
Thompson Drive as the strikers set up a second
picket line at the junction of Provincial Road 391
and the INCO road. Members of the Steelworkers' executive attempted to explain to their
members that they were not obliged to respect the
picket line, but this only added to the confusion
and traffic congestion. The situation worsened
on that same day when a fracas occurred at the
single men's trailer camp, and the kitchen and
dining room suffered about two thousand dollars
damage. While the R.C.M.P. increased their
numbers substantially as a precautionary measure, the town remained quiet and many of the
Foundation employees went back to work. By the
following Tuesday, the strike was all but over. A
Foundation spokesman insisted that there had
been no negotiations with the employees; a·
spokesman for the employees stated that the feeling of aggravation that had triggered off the
'wildcat' action was still strong.
1968 was a leap year. Four babies were born in
Thompson on February 29th. They were: Steve
Orfanidis, son of Kypzo and Maria Orfanidis;
Trevor James, son of Bruce and Bonnie Lucas;
Harold Cecil, son of Cec and Juanita Smith. The
parents of fourth baby wished to remain anonymous.
The four leap year births were not the only
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recreation and more improved basic services. A
French-Canadian Club was formed, an addition
to the collegiate was approved by the Department
of Education and the Catholic Women's League
held one of the forerunners of many Thompson
Multi-Cultural events when they hosted an
International Fair. The newspapers were full of
stories about meetings here and meetings there.
The second Thompson Arts Festival was well
under way, the new library was receiving donations from all local groups, but one item of news
caught the attention of the public.
A letter was received by the town council
from one Dr. N. E. Panikkar of Flin Flon, the
director of Northern Health Services. The letter
stated: 'In the opinion of the Medical Officers of
Health, toilet facilities are required ... ' The
story is told much clearer by Audrey Hooge. 'It
had become a concern that our shopping centre
did not provide washroom facilities. The morning train brought mothers and children to spend
the day in town and return in the evening. Local
women planned their shopping hours around the
bathroom habits of their little ones.
'Father Levasseur, Joe Borowski, Molly
Robinson and I set out to create a new by-law.
When local politics changed from a town administrator to an elected school board and a town
council, we had a variety of sounding posts and
we used them all. By the time our efforts had
succeeded in having Public Washrooms in the
new Mall, our group had become known as the
"Privy Council" .'
In his letter, Dr. Panikkar stated that the
Department of Health could not enforce recommendations under the Public Health Act; such
regulations should be supported by a local bylaw. Council agreed and commented that now
they had some guidelines they could proceed with
drawing up such a by-law.
By the time April drew to a close the trailer
court was filled to its capacity, one hundred
twenty-six units. The court manager, Cliff
Hanson, told the council that names of people
wishing to rent a lot on the court were no longer
being placed on a waiting list, as there were no
plans to extend the court for some considerable
time. Hanson went on to describe the conditions
of the court during April when the thaw caused
many loads of gravel to be poured on the court
roads to combat the mud. He also told council
that, in the summer months, he intended to plant
trees and supervise the construction of a laundromat and children's playground.

A new drama group had been formed at the
end of 1967. This group, under the sponsorship of
the Kinsmen, was called the Cambrian Players.
In March, 1968, they performed 'Boeing-Boeing'
to mixed reviews but, undeterred, they were
attempting to cast the ambitious 'Cat on a Hot
Tin Roof' through April and May. They did not
succeed. Sadly, this group followed the
Thompson Drama Group into extinction by the
end of the year, leaving the Collegiate Drama
Club to carry the tradition of live theatre to
Thompson audiences.

The first Superintendent of the School District of Mystery
Lake, Henry Letkemann.
R. D. Parker Collegiate.

On May 31, an unexpected tragedy struck the
community. Henry Letkemann, the school
board's first superintendent, was killed in a boating accident. Letkemann was on a fishing trip
with his son, Darrell, Henry Klippenstein and his
son, Brian, and Winnipegger, Brian Bancroft.
The boat suddenly began to fill with water when
they attempted to release a stuck anchor and
capsized. Letkemann rescued the two boys who
were trapped under the hood but, as he was
pushing his son towards the shore, he was overcome by the current. Brian Bancroft completed
Darrell's rescue and they, together with the Klippensteins, survived the ordeal. Henry left his
wife, Lynne, his son, Darrell, and a five-yearold daughter, Debra. Henry Letkemann had
come to Thompson in 1961 as a teacher at the then
Thompson High School. He taught History,
English and Math for one year before taking on
the position of Principal of the High School. In
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full council should have a chance to discuss the
proposal.
Towards the end of July, plans were published for a motel to be situated at the junction of
Cree Road and Selkirk Drive. The motel complex, which would also include a service station,
was to be called the Mystery Lake Motel. As if
these two Thompson developments were not
enough, a group called Northern Lite Enterprises
Ltd. was living up to its name by erecting a sign
on the highway announcing the site for a new
lodge at Sasagiu Rapids. This lodge was to be
called Setting Lake Lodge and was to include on
the fully licensed premises, an indoor swimming
pool, a boating marina, cabins, a dining room
and entertainment lounges. The sign was erected
before the official opening of the Sasagiu Rapids
Bridge, but that, in itself, is another story.
The late D. R. 'Roxy' Hamilton, who was
M.L.A. for Rupertsland from 1941-1953, was
honoured in a ceremony at the Sasagiu Bridge on
July 24. At the opening of the bridge a plaque
was unveiled in memory of the man who had
played a significant role in drawing the government's attention to the need for roads and
bridges as necessary links in the development of
the North's riches. Mrs. Hamilton, Harry Enns,
and Gordon Beard were on hand to witness Premier Walter Weir declare that the bridge be
henceforth known as the 'Roxy Hamilton
Bridge' .
As one man's memory was honoured,
another man died. On July 13, Dr. J. F.
Thompson died in the Brooklyn Hospital after a
short illness. He was eighty-seven years old and
in his sixty-second year with INCa. It is a sad but
true fact that the two men honoured, one by
having a bridge bear his name, the other by giving
his name to a northern Manitoba community,
still remain unknown. Residents of the North
have, in general, no idea that the road bridge at
what is now known as Sasagiu, has any name
whatever, and very few Thompsonites could say
which particular 'Thompson' their city is named
after. Such is the transient nature of fame.
Another strike action hit the Thompson
headlines in 1968, but this time the strike action
was part of a nationwide dispute. On July 18, the
letter carriers and postal clerks at the Thompson
Post Office, all eighteen of them, stopped work.
Unlike the Foundation strike earlier in the year,
the strike against the post office was supported
by the local Steelworkers' union. The strike
lasted longer than the Foundation employees

April, 1967 just one year before his death,
Letkemann became the first superintendent of
the School District of Mystery Lake.
Eleanor Ingalls, principal of Juniper School,
was appointed the post of acting superintendent
for the School District of Mystery Lake following
Henry Letkemann's death. Mr. A. Driedger was
appointed acting principal of Juniper School.
The news in June was not all sad or tragic.
Meeting with the Chamber of Commerce, Highways Minister, Harry Enns, detailed the plans for
future road development in the north. The Minister stated that $575,000 had been set aside to
pave the stretch of 391 between Paint Lake and
Thompson. "In fact," continued the Minister,
"stabilisation has already started." More good
news followed. A start was to be made on Highway 6 with the object of making a road passable
during the winter months. One final promise was
made, a new bridge over the Burntwood River
would be built within the next few years. It would
be a provincial responsibility to finance the project.
The federal Liberal Party had elected a new
leader; and, as with the federal politics of that
era, this meant a new prime minister. June, 1968,
was the month that this new leader, Pierre Elliot
Trudeau, decided to seek the country's mandate.
Thompson had representatives from the three
main political parties seeking office. For the ruling Liberals, Frank Dembinsky; for the New
Democrats, Brian Koshul; and for the Conservatives, the incumbent, Bud Simpson. Trudeaumania may have swept the rest of the
country but, in Thompson, when the dust had
settled and the votes had been counted, Bud
Simpson was, once again, elected to office. Bud
Simpson believed that his successful re-election
was due in large part to the appearance of Conservative leader, Robert Stanfield, in the constituency to speak on his behalf.
July saw the possible blossoming of motel
accomodation in Thompson. Early in the month,
Archie Micay approached the town council on
behalf of the owners of the Meridian Club. He
proposed that the town council re-zone the land
where the club was situated so that the owners of
the property could remodel the club into a motel.
Mr. Micay assured the council that in thirty days,
a further forty-three rooms could be added to
Thompson's hotel accomodation, an increase of
sixty-two percent, on the early 1968 levels. The
brief was well received by the council members
present but, as Mayor Knight pointed out, the
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action. No settlement was reached until August

robin finals and so gained both the trophy and
the glory. It was a little odd that the fourth club,
from Vancouver, was unable to travel to
Thompson, so leaving only three of the western
provinces represented.
September was quite the month for sports
activities. The Ski Club held an open house at
their new hill at the end of the month and the
Thompson Golf Club, whose efforts to complete
a nine hole course in time for a few rounds had
made news several times, held their first open
golf tournament. In spite of the overcast skies,
the wet course, and the threatening rain, fortytwo golfers turned out to take part and watch as
president, Gene Winter, drove off the official
opening ball at 9:00 a.m. on twenty-second. The
winner of the tournament was Thompson newcomer, Paul Bourque, with the remarkable score
of sixty-eight. One other golfer deserves a mention; the sole female golfer, Pam Carter, did well
enough to pick up a prize or two in the event.
Even armchair sportsmen were catered to in
that active September. It was reported that
C.B.C. had been granted permission to broadcast live television programmes to Thompson.
This news was modified somewhat when no date
was given for the start of the service.

8.
There was a shock awaiting the Churchill
constituency electorate that August. Gordon
Beard, the popular M.L.A., resigned. In his letter of resignation he cited the reasons for this
action being the increasing difficulties in keeping
up with the demands of a large constituency while
still having business commitments. The forty-six
year old Beard had represented the Churchill
riding since 1962. In an open letter to his constituents, Beard stressed the need for the area to keep
on pressing the government for services such as
roads to resources, air transport facilities and
modern communications.
A new facility was announced for Thompson
on the very day that the resignation of Gordon
Beard was made pUblic. Glen Sinclair and Ken
Biberdorf published their intention of opening a
second pharmacy for Thompson as of September
3. An official grand opening was also promised.
Florian Soble of the Thompson Pharmacy had
already set advertising highs with radio
announcements such the one that started, "The
Beatles are coming: The Beatles are coming!"
and ended with, "As are the mosquitoes and
blackflies. For all your insect repellent needs,
shop at Thompson Pharmacy in the Plaza."
Thompson waited to see what services and what
advertisements the next pharmacy would offer.
The month of August ended to the sound of
hammers, as carpenters started framing houses in
the new Burntwood subdivision. The month also
ended with news of an improved air service to
Thompson. Transair promised that, by September 15, their new Japanese YS-ll turboprop
aircraft would begin operation on the
Thompson- Winnipeg run. A company
spokesman said that the service would operate six
days a week.
Even with the announcement of the new service, it was sports that took over the interest of
the Thompson residents at the end of August and
the beginning of September. The sport was baseball and Thompson had its own fall classic. The
Western Canada Baseball Finals were held in
Thompson. The participants were the Thompson
Bus Line Reds, the Manitoba Provincial Senior
'A' Champions. Prince Albert represented Saskatchewan and Stettler was the surprise Alberta
champion team. The excitement was intensified
when Thompson won their first match against
Stettler, but it was the Prince Albert team which
went undefeated through the double round-

Thompson Golf Course, the third green, May 17,1969.

Thompson Golf Course, the third green, June 13,1971.
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privately run and held in church basements.
David attended two mornings one week and three
afternoons the next. The teachers were not
allowed to teach letters or numbers. (We simply
helped him learn to read and write at home.)
'Naturally I talked about "my Playgroup"
and my friends urged me to try and start one in
Thompson.
'There were plans for the kindergartens to
move into the schools that September, which
would leave the church basements unoccupied. I
talked to the Lutheran pastor and we began to
plan a playgroup to be held in the basement of the
Lutheran church. It is a lovely place, with small
rooms off a main hall. The pastor was keen to
start early, so we began in the summer. That was
not a very good idea, even though it was a wet
summer and we didn't have many kids there for
those few months.
'I can't recall how much we charged per child,
perhaps $5 a week. The fees were used to pay the
rent and eventually a small wage to the helpers.
The playgroup was open two or three mornings a
week (I think). Pauline Fookes, another British
immigrant, and I were there each time, with the
mothers taking turns to help us. We had a small
collection of toys, mostly from our own children's toy boxes. We read stories, played games
and painted with huge brushes and poster paints.
We gave the children cookies and apple juice at
mid-morning.
'The playgroup idea seemed to be catching on
by late August. Mothers were calling us to have
their pre-school children start playgroup when
school started up in September. Then one Friday
morning, Pauline and I found a letter from the
pastor when we arrived at the Church. The letter
said that this would be our last day at the
Lutheran Church. I found out later that the
kindergartens were not moving into the Schools
that September after all and the Pastor wanted to
rent the Church basement to the kindergarten
again. Pauline and I had a job to find another
home for the playgroup. It took a couple of
weeks but the church council of St. Lawrence
Catholic Church listened to us and offered us the
use of their church hall.
'In early October, my husband decided to
leave IN CO and accept a position of chief
engineer for Tanco in Lac du Bonnet. Here is a
qUf)te from a letter that I wrote to my parents in
England on October 8:

The Club House at the golf course, May 17, 1969.

The Club House at the golf course, 1970, note the putting
green in the foreground.

Ann-Margaret Plummer has a tale of 1968
private enterprise to tell: 'My family emigrated to
Thompson from England in February, 1968. My
husband, Ian, was employed by INCO, and we
had two small children at the time; David, five,
and Carol-Ann, two. I had initiated and run a
playgroup in our village in Warwickshire in early
1967 in order to give my son more opportunity to
meet and play with other four-year-olds.
'In Thompson, most of our friends were also
fairly new British immigrants with young families. In fact, when we moved into the Alpine
Apartments in March, 1968, eight of the twelve
apartments were occupied by newly emigrated
British families.
'I was frustrated because David, who had
started school in England six months earlier, was
not allowed to go to school until September in
Thompson. He was enrolled in kindergarten. At
that time, kindergartens in Thompson were not
yet integrated into the school system, they were

, "The playgroup started up again
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yesterday . . . We have thirty children
in the playgroup now and a Canadian
girl called Margaret Rochelle (Gill) is
our third helper. Unfortunately
Pauline's father died last night and
she's flying back to the UK tomorrow
for an unknown number of weeks. We
have managed to find another Canadian girl, Dorothy Kalinski, to help out
while she is away, and it may turn out
that Dorothy will be the third helper
when I leave."

The Recreation Centre, 1968.
Mary Fenske.

'Some others were keen to send their fouryear-old children to playgroup, but not anxious
to dress up one or two smaller children to bring
them across town in order to deliver the other
one. We tried to set up car-pools and then we
organized a bus. One of us would go on the bus
around town picking up the children and then
take them home again at lunch-time.
'At the end of October, my husband moved to
Lac du Bonnet. The children and I stayed in
Thompson until the end of November. But my
involvement with the playgroup had to end, I had
to sell our new house, concern myself with my
son's schooling (he was advanced into Grade 2
after a month at Juniper School) and get ready to
move house for a third time in 1968!
'A few years ago I found myself once more in
Thompson and, having some spare time, I went
into the St. Lawrence Church Hall and was
thrilled to find that the Thompson Playgroup
was still operating! The children seemed to enjoy
themselves as much as those we played with back
in 1968.'
The month of October, 1968, saw several
other happenings apart from the efforts of
Thompson Playgroup to find new accomodation. Mail delivery began to the trailer court and
Southwood areas, an artificial ice plant was
installed in the C. A. Nesbitt Arena and the
second town council elections were held. These
elections results had at least one surprise, Mayor
Jack Knight was defeated by Brian Campbell.
The margin of Campbell's victory, two hundred
seven votes, was almost the same as his margin of
defeat at the hands of Jack Knight in the first
council elections. For the three council seats contested, Cliff Alguire was returned to office and
headed the poll, Grace Powers, the only woman
candidate came in second and Tom Farrell was a
clear third. The turn out of thirty-five percent
was disappointing for the candidates but they all

Laying pipes for the artificial ice in the C. A. Nesbitt Arena.

reported that they were satisfied with the election.
The election was not the only exciting event of
the month. On the seventh, two C.N. boxcars,
loaded with nickel, left the track at the junction
of Station Road and the C.N .R. line. The loaded
cars were leaving the INCO track area when a rail
split and allowed them to slide off the track.
A new Indian and Metis club was announced
in late October. The inaugural meeting of this
association was in the basement of the Mennonite
Church on November 2. The group was hoping to
meet once a week if enough interest was shown. It
was also hoped that a friendship centre would
develop as a natural outgrowth of the regular
weekly meetings.
Another organization was established in 1968.
The Thompson branch of the Lions club received
its charter on November 7. Thompson's newest
service club was part of a group of world-wide
clubs that claimed to have the largest membership of any service club group. The charter
president of the Thompson Lions, Fred Maher,
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received the charter from the district governor at
the ceremonies held in the Cedar Room of the
Thompson Inn.
It seems rather odd that the Thompson Lions
should hold their Charter Night on November 7,
because the Thompson Lioness Club was originally formed on September 30th, 1968! In a brief
history of the Lioness club, the ladies do, however, admit that the formation of their club was
to help the Lions Club with its activities. The
Lioness Club was originally called the Thompson
Lion L's and had a membership of twenty-eight.
The list of projects for both clubs is long and
contains the following projects: walk-a-thon,
heart fund, weight-a thon, Lions telethon, blood
donor clinic, Nickel Days parade and concession
booth, sponsoring and fund raising for the swimming pool and construction and furnishing of the
Thompson General Hospital solarium.
The weekend of the Lions charter night was
an active one elsewhere in the community. On the
Saturday, the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra
came to town for the first time. Under the direction of conductor, George Cleve, and as part of
the Thompson Overture Concert series for
1968-69, the Orchestra thrilled the audience of
classical music lovers who applauded enthusiastically after each selection. As well as the more
'serious' music, the orchestra played such familiar pieces as the Emperor Waltz by Johann
Strauss the younger, and Stars and Stripes For
Ever by John Philip Sousa.
Plans were made public for a new shopping
centre and hotel to be erected on the area
bounded by Mystery Lake Road, Station Road,
and Nelson Road. The complex would have space
for two threatres, two restaurants, a food store, a
department store, two banks, a hair dressing
salon, clothing stores, a hardware store and a dry
cleaners. Unfortunately for Thompson, the plans
for this complex were greatly modified before the
mall was built. The eight-storey hotel quickly
disappeared from the plans; only the cars parks
retained their initial place in the final plans.
One structure was built on time and according
to plan. In September, the Royal Canadian
Legion dedicated a cenotaph in Thompson. The
cenotaph was situated next to the post office. The
first official use of the cenotaph occurred, of
course, on November 11, when the Remembrance
Day services were held at the Strand building.
Then the Legion members and standard bearers
marched to the war memorial for the sounding of
the 'Last Post', the two minute silence and the

Dedication of the Cenotaph, October, 1968.
Margaret Price.

'Reveille'. The ceremonies were concluded with
the traditional wreath layings.
The year ended with expansion and optimism.
Westwood school addition was opened. In the
same subdivision, a new mall, the aptly named
Westwood Mall, was started. This new shopping
centre was to feature a twenty-nine thousand
square foot Safeway Store to rival any in the
province. The completion date for the new facility and a modern service station at the same site
was scheduled to be July 1,1969,. On the recreational front, the Thompson Power Toboggan
Club opened their track, and it was announced
that the Swedish National Hockey Team would
play the Thompson Hawks in an exhibition game
at the C. A. Nesbitt Arena on December 30. Also
sports-related, Eileen Fitzner, who was the 1968
Steelworker Queen, achieved the distinction of
being the first non-Winnipeg entrant in the Miss
Blue Bomber contest. Eileen did more than just
qualify for the finals; she became the first runner-up in the competition. Unlike the Thompson
Hawks who met their match in a tough Swedish
squad, Eileen went from strength to strength in
her event. In March of 1969, she was awarded a
modelling scholarship from the Viola Cowdy
School of Modelling and Charm in Winnipeg. In
announcing this scholarship, being presented for
the first time, Don Slade, ofC.K.R.C. referred to
Eileen as "a lovely, a most deserving Cree girl
from Thompson, Manitoba."
Other aspects of 1969 were not so pleasant.
Thompson had been a community planned for a
population of eight thousand with the option of
expansion to twelve thousand. In January, 1969,
there were eighteen thousand residents in the
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trailer court in Thompson and would help alleviate the housing shortage in the Wye area as well
as placing the Metis children closer to the local
schools. The cost of the units, which were promised for the end of February, was over one hundred fourteen thousand. Dr. Johnson
commented that the rental charges for the mobile
units had not yet been established, but he assured
the Wye residents, the rent would be moderate.
Other organizations treated the highly
mobile, ever-expanding popUlation differently.
Steel gas ran several full-page advertisements in
the local papers to announce the institution of
security deposits for all persons requiring their
services. The rates were twenty-five dollars for
home owners and fifty dollars for tenants. These
deposits were refundable on the termination of
an account.
Many town residents were upset by the annual
problem that Thompson has with garbage. In
1969, the problem of refuse left after the spring
thaw was worse than ever before. A commmittee
was formed to ensure that the question would be
addressed. Audrey Hooge was a member of that
committee and has these comments:
'During the boom years, it was the general
consensus that the appearance of our town was
deteriorating. The Clean-Up Committee was
born out of that concern.'
Audrey was the chairperson of that committee and had Marilyn Lamontagne as secretary.
Audrey continues, 'The pharmacies donated film
to our cause and, with each member of our group
taking a section of town, we filmed garbage, pot
holes, wrecked cars, and water-filled basements.
We also filmed such sites as garages built in
residential areas to house tandem trucks and built
without permits.
'We entitled our presentation "A Picture is
Worth a Thousand Words" and showed it at the
council chambers, to the Chamber of Commerce
and to whoever else would watch it.'
'This committee was the instigator of many
by-laws that came to pass to improve the town
that we had come to be proud of.'
While it is true that the situation with respect
to the garbage improved, it did not improve over
night. May, 1969, was officially called clean-up
month but, towards the end of that month, the
Thompson Citizen published a report from the
clean-up committee, in which they detailed the
attitudes of certain town residents. The month of
May might have been the month to beautify the

Gordon Beard at the welcome for the Swedish National
hockey team.
Robinson Collection.

town, and the numbers were increasing daily.
When the school year started in August, there
were three thousand four hundred students
enrolled. Classes once more had to be held on a
shift basis. These shifts were hated by the staff,
the students, and the parents, but were a necessity
for the town while there was too little school
space. Additions were being built for all schools,
but the builders and planners found it difficult, if
not impossible, to keep up with the ever-growing
numbers of students.
Thompson had developed, for the first years
at any rate, without a 'shanty town' appearance.
During 1968, a number of inadequate, substandard shacks and huts had arisen to the east of the
main highway through the town. This area
became known as the Wye, or 'Y'. Luckily this
situation did not last for too long a time. At the
end of January, 1969. The Provincial Health
Minister, George Johnson, announced that the
provincial government would purchase sixteen
mobile homes to house some of the Metis people
who were living in the area. Minister Johnson
said that the mobile homes would be situated in a
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storage. In November, 1969, the company moved
into their present location.
In 1973, this enterprising business was bought
out by the Codville Company and the operating
name changed to the Codville Company in 1975.
Over the years, the company had to use many
different, and some odd, modes of transportation; these include rail, canoe, tractor, train,
barge, dog sled, bombardier, airplane and tractor-trailer. They have also handled many diverse
goods. Perhaps the strangest request was from
the 4-H Club in Repulse Bay. In 1974, this group
ordered nine parrots. The order was filled. There
is, unfortunately, no record of the transportation
used.
The territory of the company stretches from
Hall Beach, Northwest Territories in the north,
to Grand Rapids in the south and from the
Belcher Islands in the east, to Snow Lake in the
west.
As could be expected from so large an influx
of people into so small an area, there were problems of vandalism. In October, Juniper School
was vandalized; four hundred students were sent
home owing the action of a few hoodlums calling
themselves 'The Skulls'. The floors of the school
were awash with water from taps and showers
which had been left running; blackboards, dividers, and cabinets were overturned, and books and
papers were scattered throughout the building. In
the open classroom, movie projectors and tape
recorders had been smashed and poster paint
spread on the floor. One teacher, after surveying
the damage and the legends scrawled on the
walls, commented that the vandals could have
called themselves 'The Numbskulls' rather than
'The Skulls'.
It is, perhaps, not surprising that the youngsters decided that vandalism was an acceptable
way of behaving; they had probably been to
Paint Lake that summer. Brian Koshul, writing
in the Citizen, had reported several cases of
rowdyism, drunkenness, theft, vandalism and
assault at the recreational area at Paint Lake
during the summer. The Town Council requested
action by the provincial government to correct
the problem. Gordon Beard, who was the
M.L.A. for the area when Paint Lake was established, was present at the meeting and gave the
reasons for the area not being made a provincial
park. When the area was designated a recreational area, the provincial government did not
want to pour large amounts of money into a
venture when it was possible that INCO, who had

town, but the task of educating its residents was
an on-going, difficult business.
Town expansion was the norm in 1969. Both
Burntwood and Eastwood had their first residents move in during the year. The town council,
worried about the ever-expanding population
figures, asked for feasibility surveys for house
construction to the north of the Burntwood River
and for the area along 391, south of town.
Considering the boom that was going on in
Thompson at that time, it was not surprising
that, when M.T.S. announced the installation of
its telephone number 400,000, the unit was a
Thompson one. The lucky recipients of this historic telephone were Mr. and Mrs. D. Anderson
of 103 Hudson Bay. There were four thousand
telephones serving the Thompson area by midFebruary 1969, a mere drop in the bucket when
compared with the two hundred and twenty-two
million in world operation at that time.
Another unsurprising first in the explosion
that was 1969, was the arrival in town of the first
factory-built house. This house was brought to
town on two trucks and assembled on a site on
Juniper Drive. The purchasers of the house,
together with the telephone number of the
Andersons, remain a mystery.
The close-packed community was one huge
fire hazard. Every month the fire department
report began 'This was the busiest January /February/etc. on record'. One fire in particular
destroyed a new business in town. The Midland
Fruit Company opened its doors for business in
the April of 1968. The first manager was David
Crockett, an apt name for a resident of a wild
frontier town. The location of the company was
an old furniture factory situated on the site of the
present City Centre Mall. All merchandise was
shipped to town by rail and handled, one piece at
a time, by hand. Rail cars of groceries, fresh
produce, and frozen foods were sent from Winnipeg on Mondays and Thursdays and arrived in
Thompson three days later. Compare that with
the service of the mid-eighties. Three trailer
loads are shipped each week and they arrive in
town on the same day that they are shipped.
On April 10, 1969, the building and all the
stock of this new venture were destroyed by fire.
This was a Thursday, and by the following Monday, the company was back in business again.
The offices were set up in Dave Crockett's basement. The C.N.R. made their freight sheds available and two empty box cars were also used for
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claims in the area, might decide to develop their
claims. Gordon agreed that, to take the pressure
off the Paint Lake complex, new recreational
areas should be developed.
The government responded quickly to the
counci1's request. Ed Wong, regional parks
supervisor for the provincial Department of
Tourism and Recreation visited the town and the
recreational area within ten days of the cry for
help. Mr. Wong and Roy McGinnis, park foreman for Paint Lake, were interviewed concerning
the province'S plans for the improvement of recreational facilities in the area. Wong commented
that there was a need for additional camping sites
in the area. Accordingly, a further one hundred
and fifty sites would be developed at Paint Lake.
The marina would be enlarged from a seventyfive craft capacity to a one hundred and twentyfive boat capacity. Another one hundred cottage
lots would be added to the one hundred and six
lots already existing and the possible provision of
water for cooking and drinking would be investigated. The government was also considering the
development of a camping site at Setting Lake
and were convinced that the opening up of the
Lynn Lake road would establish even more possibilities. In a more practical, short-term solution to the vandalism problem, the government
agreed to send four members of the Corps of
Frontiersmen to assist the police.
With all this trouble from the booming population, what kind of people were coming to town
in 1969? Well, there were people like James and
Sandra Botham. They were not the first couple to
come to town for the reason mentioned in
Jamie's letter, but they were the only ones to
admit it openly to our researchers. Jamie writes:
'My wife Sandra and I eloped in February,
1969. We wanted to run away, and Thompson
was the town we chose to run to. We lived for two
months in a basement apartment on Staghorn
Drive with two other couples from North Bay,
Ontario. They were Ted and Lil Stevens and
Marcel and Gail Gervais.
'Most of what I can remember about housing
was that a lot of people would make their basements into two or three make-shift apartments
with a common bath. For these meagre rooms
they would get from one hundred and ten dollars
to one hundred and thirty dollars each per
month. This gives some idea of the housing
shortage.
'The first day I got there, I got a job working
for Jules Morgan on a three storey apartment

building. I'm not sure of the address but I enclose
a Thompson Citizen clipping of this building
under construction.'
(It was the Coral Apartments - GB)
'After a couple of months I got a job as a
carpenter in the Birchtree Mine.
'Four of the months we lived in Thompson,
we lived with a Mrs. Marie Belisle at 35 Perch.
We had a basement apartment there but Mrs.
Belisle gave us the run of the upstairs which was
very kind of her.
'Sandra became pregnant in August and, due
to a heart condition, we were advised to move to
a better-equipped medical centre. We left
Thompson in September for Hamilton. We were
only in the town for six months, but we loved
Thompson.'
Of course, there was some positive progress in
1969. In January, Eleanor Ingalls was made

Auto-toboggan races, a popular sport in early Thompson.
George Buchholz.

Superintendent of the School District of Mystery
Lake after an eight month probationary period.
The Power Toboggan Club organized a race to
Wabowden; the first of its kind up here. Al Craig
of Thompson won, finishing the sixty-four mile
(103km) run in one hour and fifty-nine minutes.
Another sport made the Thompson front pages
in April. May Barber, representing Manitoba
five-pin bowlers, placed third in the National
Youth Bowling Championship held in Hamilton.
Fourteen-year-old May led the competition for
the first two days, but dropped to third place on
the final day on the contest.
The most newsworthy item of early 1969,
however, was not sports, vandalism, or the population explosion. It concerned a provincial byelection. Gordon Beard having resigned, the
constituency of Churchill was without representation in the Legislature. A by-election was
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called for February 20, and there was a surprise
in store for the electorate. The three political
parties represented in the Manitoba Legislature
all nominated candidates for the Churchill constituency, Joe Borowski was the N.D.P. candidate, Garry Walsh again tried his luck for the
Liberals, and Mike Klewchuk carried the Conservative banner. The surprise came with the
announcement of a fourth candidate. Blain
Johnston expressed his intention of running as an
Independent. The by-election should have been
straightforward but, just as the entry of Dr.
Johnston had been unexpected, so too was the
outcome of the contest. The race was very close,
too close for comfort. It took three weeks before
the recount result was ratified. Joe Borowski
defeated political upstart, Blain Johnston, by a
mere twenty-one votes. Mike Klewchuk lost his
deposit.
With all the election excitement, it was almost
as an apology that the C.B.C. began its service to
the new town on March 28. Live TV had been so
long in coming that Thompsonites seemed to give
more attention to the opening up of the
Thompson Golf Course for its first full year than
they gave to the small screen. The golfing season
began at the beginning of May on the brand new,
nine-hole, eighteen hundred and fifty yard
course. The members of the club deserved a
round (of applause) for all their hard work.
The scouting movement had long been established in Thompson. In 1969, a Thompson unit
made an impression on the provincial scene. The
first Thompson Company of Girl Guides was
runner-up in the province-wide Bessborough
Shield competition. The theme of the contest for
1969 was toys for the physically handicapped,
mentally retarded, bed-ridden or under-privileged children. All toys submitted were donated
to suitable agencies for distribution. First place in
the competition went to a Winnipeg company.
As May ended and June began, the
Thompsonites were becoming used to happenings, such as the agricultural experiments, to
study the feasibility of farming in the Thompson
area, or the fires that were threatening to cut off
Provincial Road 391 when, suddenly, they were
jolted out of their complacency. Another election
was called; this time a full-scale provincial election. The politicians in Winnipeg had been paying attention to the developments in the north;
Thompson was given its own seat in the Legislature, an island in the midst of the Churchill
constituency. A further surprise awaited the elec-

torate; Gordon Beard announced his candidacy,
not for Thompson, but for Churchill and not for
the Conservatives, but, taking a leaf out of Blain
Johnston's book, as an Independent.
In Thompson there were candidates, as
expected, from the three main parties. Joe Borowski, incumbent, for the N.D.P.; Tom Farrell
for the Conservatives; Maurice Desjardins representing the Liberals.
In Thompson, the election was not the cliffhanger that the by-election had proved to be just
four months previously. Joe Borowski raced
away from the opposition as if he were utilizing
the roller skates from the newly opened C. A.
Nesbitt Arena rink. In the Churchill riding there
was a different story. The race was close. Liberal
Walter Perpaluk was considered to have defeated
Gordon Beard by a margin of eighteen votes with
six polls still to be counted. The next day, after
the outstanding polls were counted, it was discovered that Gordon Beard had been elected by
one hundred and fifty-three votes. Another surprise was to come; Gordon announced that, in
the Legislature, he would help to support the
N.D.P. who had a total of twenty-eight seats in
the fifty-seven seat House. Said Gordon,
"I like Ed (Schreyer) and I'll support him if
he's prepared to do something for the north."

Construction of the extensions to the High School which then
became R. D. Parker Collegiate, 1968-69.
R. D. Parker Collegiate.

The elections were over again. Life could get
back to normal with no danger of a pollster or
candidate knocking on the door to ask foolish
questions. Construction work had not slackened
off for the elections; the new water treatment
plant and the high school addition were progressing well but there was not very good news on the
mall in Westwood. Planned for a July opening,
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this mall was now running several months behind
schedule. Another plan that looked to be falling
by the wayside was the plan to have the Meridian
Club re-zoned and re-classed as a hotel. Council
had turned down the applications of Archie
Micay several times and his case had been weakened by the opening of the Mystery Lake Hotel in
the spring of 1969, but Archie persisted all
through the summer. The town council approved
some other plans, though. In July, the designs for
the new Thompson Town Hall were made public
for the first time.

Prime Minister Pierre Elliot Trudeau in Thompson, July,
1969.
George Buchholz.

August saw the starting of a co-op building in
Thompson but, more spectacularly, it saw the
start of Thompson's first sky-scraper. The
Highland Towers apartment block on Princeton
Drive was begun.
September saw another welcome opening for
the town. The Manitoba Liquor Commission's
new retail outlet began operation at the beginning
of the month. The new store had eight thousand
square feet of space compared with the three
thousand square feet available in the old outlet.
The main area for construction in the September
of 1969 was not, however, the downtown area. It
was the newly created subdivision of Eastwood.
"Buildings everywhere, construction everywhere, never a moment's peace in the area." So
said one of the first residents of the Eastwood
area about his first few months residency. The
first contractors in the subdivision were Home
Development (Northern) Ltd. They erected several duplexes and two eleven-suite apartment
blocks. By September, the apartments were
already occupied. There were four Polaris
blocks, similar to the three at the corner of Riverside Drive and Thompson Drive, being built on
the corner of Station Road and Princeton Drive.
Like the Riverside Polaris buildings, these four
units were also accomodation for single men
only. Home Developments announced in September that they would soon be constructing a

Dedication of the new Canadian flag, 1969.
Margaret Price.

Thompson's first highrise apartment block, Highland Towers.
Hazel Hopkins.

July was the month for important visitors to
Thompson. In the first week, the Shrine Circus
came to town to delight the youngsters. In the
second week, Pierre Trudeau and his entourage
came to town for a flying visit, pleasing some of
the residents, annoying political rivals, and
delighting nobody.
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from 391 and crossed the Hudson Bay
Railway.
'As a number of Thomson car
owners now know, a road of sorts has
been punched across the wilderness to
Grand Rapids. Many people expect to
drive out over the road this winter,
under good frost conditions, to Winnipeg.'

one hundred unit town housing project to be built
for clients who planned to operate the facility as a
low rental housing development. Home Development was also responsible for the construction
of three twenty-four apartment blocks on
Princeton Drive. Well underway by September
were eight fourplex units being built by Home
Improvement, G. Neff Ltd. These bi-Ievel units,
just off Princeton Drive, had three two-bedroom
suites and one one-bedroom suite in each unit.
CHB Ltd. were erecting two thirty-suite apartment blocks on (where else?) Princeton Drive and
Curtis Construction were busy with two town
house developments, on different bays, that
would total fifty units. In general, it was hoped
that the Eastwood building boom would take
care of Thompson's population explosion. When
the subdivision was completed, there would be up
to seven thousand people housed in the area. Not
bad considering that Thompson was originally
supposed to have a total population of eight
thousand.
It was not all construction news in Thompson
that September. Mayor Brian Campbell had
written to Minister Without Portfolio, Phillip
Petursson, who was in charge of Manitoba's
Centennial celebrations in 1970, and suggested
that it would be a good idea if the Queen, who
would be present during the celebrations, could
drop in to Thompson. Campbell explained to the
media that the Thompson Town Council was
investigating the possibility of Thompson
becoming a city and it would be a grand occasion
for the new city to receive its charter from the
Queen during Manitoba's Centennial year. There
was more 'concrete' news for Thompsonites later
in the month; the new road to Lynn Lake was
started at the Thompson end.
It was highway news of a different kind to
start October. The Nickel Belt News reported,

The Citizen goes on to tell that the building at
Ponton was a service station run by Stan Major,
formerly of Snow Lake. The journey to Grand
Rapids could now be undertaken without having
to haul several cans of gasoline in case of
emergencies.
October was also the month for new beginnings and hopes for the future. On the twelveth,
two churches held special ceremonies. While the
First Baptist Church was holding a dedication
service in their new church building at the corner
of Westwood Drive and Thompson Drive South,
the Thompson Pentecostal Church was holding a
service to celebrate the burning of the mortgage
on their church building.
It was not only the churches that had a chance
to look ahead during that fall. On October 27,
the Thompson Business and Professional
Women's Club held their first meeting with
approximately twenty charter members. The club
is an organization for working women and its
purpose is to promote personal development and
fellowship for its members. Women were also
behind another idea that began in 1969. There
was a growing need for housing for women on
their own in Thompson. In other towns and
cities, the Y.W.C.A. provided that service. In
1969, a group of fifty-five concerned women met
to consider the feasibility of establishing a branch
of this organization in Thompson. Questionnaires were sent out, and the response in support
of a 'V' was excellent. From the original group of
women, a Y.W.C.A. committee was formed and
Phyllis Trotter, executive director of the Winnipeg association travelled to Thompson regularly to give assistance and explain the form and
function of a local 'V' Association. Audrey
Hooge remembers:
'The boom conditions which created the need
for the Clean-Up Committee also created a longstanding concern for the women living in an
isolated community. Young mothers, who were
removed from their family circle for the first
time, needed to find new interests, to share con-

'The townsite of Ponton, some
eighty miles south of Thompson, now
has one building. Up until now the little
siding on the Hudson Bay Railway that
does not even boast a section house,
has been unheard of since the railway
came through in 1912. Within the last
few years, proponents of the short road
from Thompson to Winnipeg, (Provincial Road 6, as it is numbered on the
Provincial Road map,) have known
vaguely that Ponton would be the point
at which Highway 6 took off to the east
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cerns and a place away from the suite that
accomodated a sleeping shift-worker.
'Added to the young mothers were the single
girls, who were hard pressed to find accomodation that they could afford, and the women from
the rural areas who needed a place to stay while
having medical care.
'The need for a Y.W.C.A. was explored by
Molly Robinson and Audrey Hooge and, with
nothing more than the conviction that there was a
need, things began to happen. Twelve board
members were elected and they persevered with
fund raising and so, with encouragement and
support from every community organization, we
wrestled with land surveys, letters patent and
legal matters that boggled our minds.'
In 1970, things really started to move on the
'Y' front. A building committee was formed
under the chairmanship of W. J. Thorpe. The
Y.W.C.A. Executive and the Rotary Club began
a fund raising drive. Even though there was no
'Y' building, the newly formed group began to
achieve one of its goals, a registry was formed
that linked women with suitable places to stay.
While the 'Y' waited for their funds to build
up (the sale of Centennial spoons was a favourite
money maker), they started the first of their
many programmes, the Candy Stripers, teen volunteer hospital workers. Like other organizations started by the 'Y', the Candy Stripers are
now an independent organization.
By 1972, the need for a building was pressing.
Many sites had been discussed and rejected.
INCO came to the rescue of the association and
donated Polaris Number 3 on Nickel Road. This
newly renovated building was ready to open its
doors for business in September. Molly Robinson was named as residence co-ordinator. The
'Y' was officially opened in December, 1972, with
INCO vice-president, Don Munn, cutting the
ribbon. Molly Robinson eventually became the
first (and only) executive director of the 'Y' and
has been able to supervise the growth of the
organization and help it expand its services to the
community.
The proposed new mall re-appeared in the
news towards the end of October. Can Am
Diversified Investments Ltd. reported to the
town council that financial arrangements had
been made for the construction of the five million
dollar project. Thaddeus Charne, president of
the Can Am group, told reporters that the complex would contain: a major departmental store
ninety-one thousand square feet; a Safeway

store, thirty thousand square feet; thirty-eight
thousand square feet of independent store space
and a theatre able to sit six hundred to eight
hundred patrons. No mention was made of the
hotel or the second theatre.
Town council also had some tough decisions
to make that October; they had to select names
for the streets in the western portion of the
Burntwood subdivision. The names chosen by
Council reflected the original inhabitants of
northern Manitoba; the street names were all
Cree. The streets were to be called Manasan
Drive (nice, pleasant), Notigi Drive (woman),
Kiski (untranslatable), Mitishto (cut-off),
Wekusko (herb), and Wuskwatim (beaver dam).
It had been a long time, almost four months,
since Thompson had had an election. In October,
Thompson had its third election of the year and,
as a special treat, this one had a referendum
thrown in with it. Winning election to the town
council were Don Cameron, Don MacLean and
Robert Fleming. The success of the elected representatives was marred by the fact that only
twenty percent of the electorate could be bothered to turn out to cast their votes. The referendom issue concerned the advisability of the
council' 'borrowing money to build a swimming
pool". A total of seven hundred twenty-three
people were in favour of borrowing the money,
four hundred sixty-four were against the idea. A
second question asked, "If a pool was to be built,
would you prefer it to be an indoor or an outdoor
pool?" If a pool was to be built one thousand
sixty-nine voters wanted it to be indoor, while
only one hundred eleven considered an outdoor
pool suitable. The media were quick to point out
that the favourable vote meant absolutely nothing as far as the construction of a pool was
concerned. Before such a step could be taken, the
council would have to prepare a money by-law
and present it to the ratepayers. The pool vote
was not an indication of how such a money bylaw would be received by the ratepayers, as many
of the voters in the council elections were nonratepayers, and as such, barred from a money
by-law vote.
There had been a split in the medical team in
1969. Blain Johnston had announced his intention of leaving Thompson at the end of the year;
several other doctors had given notice of their
intention to practise outside the Medicare plan.
Six doctors broke away from the main group with
the idea of forming their own medical group as of
January 1,1970. The new group was to be known
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Gordon Beard and John Haas. This meeting was
the best attended meeting in some months and
witnessed the attempt to revitalize the organization and make it more meaningful for Thompson
businessmen. A visit by Winnipeg Mayor Steve
Juba, which had been initiated by the Thompson
Chamber, was regarded as the kick-off to the
rejuvenation campaign.
The month of December showed the usual
year-end potpourri of events. Negotiations
between INCO and the Steelworkers over a new
contract began. A blacksmith, one Jules
Paquette, an employee of R. F. Fry at Soab
Lake, took time out from his industrial chores to
shoe the horses belonging to the members of the
Sunset Riding Club; and also pose for photographs while completing the work. Snow fell in
great abundance, making 391 all but impassable
and, last but by no means least, Blain Johnston
made it known that he had decided not to leave

as the Burntwood Medical Group and the doctors
would all practise as 'Opted in' under the provincial Medicare health plan.
November saw no let up in the building
boom. The 'skyscraper' of Highland Towers was
topped out, renovations to the Hudson Bay store
were completed and the Westdale Shopping Centre finally opened. Other news was not so good.
The route of Provincial Road 6 had become a
problem. The stretch between William River and
Hargrave River was proving difficult to complete
because of the muskeg conditions.
There had been troubles, too, with the Chamber of Commerce. Apathy had seemed to reign
supreme within this organization. Attendance
and interest were so poor that President Don
Johnson had resigned and the remaining members of the Board had recommended that the
chamber be disbanded. A special meeting was
called and held under the co-chairmanship of

Thompson, August, 1969.
George Hunter, loaned by Jean McConnell.
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mallows. The new shopping plaza was back in the
January news and, surprise, the hotel aspect of
this new venture was to the fore once more.
Although there had been a disasterous fire at
Four Way Foodliner, there were also more pleasant items of interest. The Steelworkers Union
had ratified a new contract with INCO with fiftyseven percent of the membership voting to
accept. There was still a strong possibility of
Thompson becoming a city. The R.C.M.P.
Musical Ride could appear in town if suitable
arrangements could be made. The Southwood
subdivision now had its own shopping centre; the
facilities features included a bakery, a steak
house, bank, pharmacy, medical group, laundromat and groceteria. For the sports-minded
the Thompson Motor Sport Club, a club devoted
to promotion of all aspects of automobile recreation, was formed.
February saw the approval, in principle, for a
school in the Burntwood area. It saw the boundaries of Thompson extended by over three hundred acres adjacent to the industrial area in the
southwest of the townsite. It saw the first overland trip from Gillam to Thompson, made by
Wayne Jordan and Dennis Crozier, both formerly of Thompson but, by 1970, working in
. Gillam. The trip took twelve hours, including a
one-hour delay because of blasting by construction crews on one stretch of road. Jordan's comment on the ride was, "It was very sticky at many
points; without a four-wheel drive, we would
never have made it." The biggest news for
Thompsonites that cold February, even eclipsing
Barbara Sangster's Fur Queen title at the Trappers' Festival in The Pas, was the installation of a
direct dialing system for the Thompson telephone users. The initiation of the D.D.S. eliminated the bottleneck that occurred when
Thompsonites had to wait for the long distance
operator to answer the phone in The Pas when
they were trying to place a long distance call.
With a true sense of the impression that they
were giving, the designers of the new plaza
announced that their plans for this project, which
was to have been completed by March 1, would be
presented to the town council by April 1. March
did, however, see the confirmation of the
Queen's visit to town for the following July, but
there was also a sour note. A Thompson resident
had received a letter from a relative in Ontario
about a TV programme allegedly showing life in
Thompson. The Thompson Citizen printed part
of the letter which deserves to be re-printed here.

town but remain and practise industrial medicine.
Now 1969 was over; it was a year of expansion
for Thompson. It was also a great year of expansion for mankind. In July, Neil Armstrong was
the first human to set foot on the moon. Who
knows; the U.S. space programme called for the
use of a great deal of nickel. Is it not possible
that, somewhere in the remains of the 'Eagle'
that were left on the surface of the moon, there
were a few atoms of nickel that had made the
journey across a quarter of a million miles of
space that had originated in Thompson, Manitoba? Perhaps the year that had just ended had
seen a greater expansion for Thompson than the
discoverers of the nickel orebody, just thirteen
years before, would have thought possible.
The Sixties had ended. Thompson's first full
decade of existence had come to a conclusion.
Perhaps there should have been a pause to take
stock of the situation. Perhaps someone, somewhere should have attempted to look into the
future, to forecast the nature of this new, bustling, overcrowded, one industry town. Perhaps
someone, somewhere was attempting this difficult feat but no-one else was taking any notice. It
was understandable that no-one would take any
notice of what may have been gloomy prognostications. A new decade was dawning; the
Seventies were here. Thompson may yet become
a city in 1970, Manitoba's Centennial year; the
Queen may very well arrive in town to present the
Charter to the new City of Thompson. Excitement was in the air, even if there was still overcrowding in the houses and overcrowding in the
schools. "It's only a question of time before
everything settles down." "Give us a chance,
we're bound to have some difficulties, we're
new. " You could almost hear these cries from the
residents as a new year swept in and, as new years
do, this one brought a different kind of optimism.
The start of the year saw mayor Brian Campbell and Thompson Centennial Committee
Chairman, Bill Heise, raise the Manitoba centennial flag at the Municipal Building. The flag had
been presented to the Town of Thompson at the
Recreation Grounds on New Year's Eve, when
approximately one thousand five hundred residents joined in a wiener and marshmallow roast
over a three hundred foot long bonfire. It was
reported that over four thousand wieners and hot
dog buns were handed out together with gallons
of hot chocolate and thousands of marsh202

"'It was a thing that the Chamber of
Commerce, or somebody, was putting
out, telling what jobs were available
and that it wasn't a good place for a
young girl to go because it costs her too
much to live and board and the average
stay for a man at INCO was seventeen
days because the men didn't like the
lack of female companionship and the
absence of any kind of recreation
except to go to the hotel and drink with
the Indians. So, all in all, they didn't
paint a good picture of your fair city.
In fact, they advised a girl not to go at
all, unless she was already married,
because the majority of the ones that
do go get tangled up with some man
that won't marry them and then they
live common law and never get out of
the place." So much for our public
image in the south.'

Joe Borowski.
Thompson Citizen.

On hand to offically open the two and three
quarter million extension was Thompson
M.L.A., now Transport Minister, Joe Borowski.
Other school building was not coming along as
successfully. The addition to Deerwood School
had been beset by one construction delay after
another and now lagged behind the construction
of the Riverside School addition, which had been
begun several weeks later. Manitoba Premier Ed
Schreyer visited Thompson in April to attend the
'Premier's Ball', a social function arranged by
the Thompson N.D.P. Association. The premier
delayed his arrival at the ball by over an hour and
a half in order to listen to the concerns of a
delegation of Metis headed by Angus Spence.
After the social event, the Premier made a
number of comments on life in Thompson. There
was a definite need for a provincial park near
Thompson and the government would start!
action on the problem as soon as possible.
Thompson residents would be 'pleasantly surprised' at the proposed spending on highways for
the coming year and, by the end of the year, there
could be an air ambulance service for Northern
Manitoba. Thompson was under consideration
as a base for this service. No mention was made
of Thompson's status as a city.
It was not until May that Thompson learned
that a bill to elevate the town to city status was on
the Legislature'S order paper for May 19. The
proposed legislation, a private member's bill,
was sponsored by Gordon Beard who, in 1966,
had presented the bill which gave town status to
the Thompson community.
It was the middle of May, also, when the
plans for the new plaza eventually reached the
town council. The development now had a name;
the City Centre Mall. The presentation to council

That there were other forms of recreation was
amply borne out by the hockey games taking
place in February and March. In February, the
Canadian National Team played the Hawks in
two exhibition games. The scores were a little
lop-sided. The Hawks did not win. In March, the
Thompson Bantam A, B team, won the Provincial Championship in Stonewall, but, while the
youngsters were accomplishing this feat, the
Hawks were taking a one-zero lead in their best
of three game final against the Huskies from The
Pas for the Intermediate Double 'A' Provincial
Championship. All eyes were on the Hawks who,
after beating The Pas, had to play the Fort Francis Canadians in a best of five game series, all five
games were to be played in Thompson. A record
crowd of one thousand two hundred watched the
Hawks take the fourth game by a score of fourtwo and win the series by three games to one.
Thompson hockey fans waited to see what would
happen in their next series against Rosetown,
Saskatchewan. The Hawks won the first game
but then lost three straight to lose the series.
However depressing it must have been for the
team, the 1969-70 edition of the Thompson
Hawks was the first Thompson hockey club to
advance to inter-provincial play.
Construction was still the rule in Thompson.
The R.D.P .C. extension was opened towards the
end of April. Adrian Baker, a former chairman
of the school board, dedicated the theatre in the
addition as the 'Letkemann Memorial Theatre'.
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marked the first time in the ninty-one year history of the company that Woolworth's had
become involved as the major developer in a
shopping centre complex. The initial project for a
Woolworth store, a Safeway store and assorted
other retail outlets was estimated to cost four
million two hundred thousand with an eight hundred thousand, forty-eight room hotel to be
added at a later date.
As June started, Thompson had a new drivein restaurant. A & W, on Nelson Road, opened
for business. What was more important for
Thompsonites wanting to get away from it all,
the town council received assurances from the
Minister of Tourism and Recreation, Peter Burtniak, that the government was "well aware that
the Paint Lake recreation area, which serves
Thompson, is in need of further development in
order to keep pace with the increased population
of Thompson." Mr. Burtniak advised that there
were several improvements forthcoming, such as
the provision of further campsites and cottage
lots, the installation of a washroom building and
the extension of road facilities in the area. These
improvements were to be made "if not by July
1st, at least some time before the year's end."
There are no reports of overcrowding at the Paint
Lake campsite during the months of November
or December for any year since records began.
It was building time for Thompson clubs and
organizations. The Thompson Game and Fish
Association announced that an addition to their
existing building would be completed by the contractors, Nix Brothers, by the middle of
November. Meanwhile, the Legion published
their plans for a new two hundred fifty thousand
dollar building to house the local branch. INCO,
later that June, pledged twenty-five thousand
dollars to the Legion's centennial project.
During the last week of June, the finalized
plans for the Queen's visit were made known, but
not every Thompson resident was pleased at the
visit. Pat Martin spoke out at the town council's
final June meeting. He told council that, in the
light of the many problems faced by the town's
residents, he felt that the town was going overboard in spending too much money in preparation for the Queen's visit. Martin cited the 'dust
bowl' area of town in the Burntwood subdivision
where, reported Martin, "We haven't had oil
spread in three or four months." He went on to
complain about the letting of basements in what
purported to be single family residences areas
and the failure of the council to clear up such

eyesores as "a burned out trailer on an empty lot,
plus a wrecked truck and parts of automobiles."
The council replied that all the streets mentioned
by Martin were due to be paved before the end of

Bailey bridge on the right, construction of the new Burntwood
River Bridge on the left.
John Ramey.

Bailey bridge as seen through the new bridge.
John Ramey.

New bridge and Bailey bridge over the Burntwood River.
John Ramey.
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Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II at the Municipal Building in 1970. This building later became the R.C.M.P. headquarters.
Northern News Services.

work, July 10, 1970 was a day for celebration. The day was highlighted by the
ceremony at City Hall when each member of the Royal Family placed an article in a metal-lined box that was then
set in the cornerstone of the new building.
'Queen Elizabeth placed a copy of
the city's charter in the box, while
Prince Philip put in a copy of the day's
Thompson Citizen, Prince Charles a
centennial dollar and Princess Anne a
centennial medallion.
'The Royal Visit began earlier in the
day when the Queen and Princess
arrived in Manitoba's newest city. The
Duke of Edinburgh and Prince Charles
arrived ninety minutes later, following
their tour of the Kettle Rapids Hydro
project.
'The first stop for Her Majesty and
the Princess was the Thompson General Hospital. Following visits with
hospital staff, board members and
patients, the Queen was presented with

the year and the problems of basement renting
and the unsightly car dumps were also being
addressed. Cliff Alguire told Mr. Martin, "No
town in Canada has grown as fast (as
Thompson). Until we catch up, we will continue
to have basement suites. As to the 'junkyards',
we now have a new by-law and will soon be
enforcing it."
Another recurring Thompson problem
seemed to be receiving attention in July. The
Bailey bridge over the Burntwood River was to be
replaced. Dominion Bridge, of Winnipeg,
received the contract and work was scheduled to
begin in August. And not a moment too soon.
The day before the successful tender was
announced, a large piece fell from the side of the
old bridge into the river.
The main events of July though, were coupled
together. The Queen's visit and the granting of
the city charter. The Queen was not permitted, by
protocol, to present the charter to the new city.
She arrived in Thompson at 5:40 p.m. 'IN' Manitoba has the story'
' ... after almost 14 years of hard
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choir at the railway station sang the old
Scottish tune, "Will You No Come
Back Again", bidding the Monarch
and her family farewell.
'And so, while the City of Thompson
may be just a teenager, she has grown
enough to be the third largest community in Manitoba and the proud host of
a Royal Visit.'
Considering the late hour that the Queen
arrived, it is a good job that Thompson is so far
north, otherwise most of the Queen's engagements in the new city would have been carried out
in the dark.
The above account of the Royal Visit is incorrect in one detail. Nickel Days did not immediately follow the Queen's tour; it was a week
afterwards. This Nickel Days saw triumph and
near tragedy. The very first 'King Miner' contest
was held with Carl Kolada, a stope leader at T -3,
winning the title from a field of forty competitors. Vic Sapach placed second. On the Friday, a midway ride collapsed, seriously injuring
two Wabowden men, who were rushed to the
hospital with chest injuries. One of the men,
Jacob Yellowback, was flown to Winnipeg the
next day. The other man, David Bebe, remained
in Thompson. This malfunction of the 'Octopus'
was not the only mishap. A number of people
were stranded on the 'Paratroop' ride on the
Saturday night and, earlier, a light fixture, about
eight feet in length, crashed to the ground from
the ferris wheel. Fortunately, no-one was hurt in
these two occurrences.
It was not only the midway that was a focus of
attention. The R.C.M.P., acting under the
orders of Mayor Brian Campbell, closed down

Welcoming the Duke of Edinburgh. Bob Faickney with Donald Munn and Greta Munn directly behind the Prince.
Thompson Citizen.

a bouquet of flowers by Jennifer Goddard, the first child born in the hospital.
'After dinner on board the Royal
Train with the Duke and Prince
Charles, the Royal Family visited the
INCO plant site to view a two hundredfoot display that traced the processing
of nickel ore through to its final stages
and end uses. Surrounding the display
were some of the machines used in the
mining process, including a sixty-fiveton ore truck used at Pipe Mine open
pit, a twelve-yard rubber-tired front
end loader, a two-boom jumbo driller,
a load haul dump vehicle, and a wagon
drill.
'The display stayed up for Nickel
Days, which began the next day.
'After the INCO tour and the ceremony at City Hall, the Royal Family
joined Thompsonites celebrating Citizens' Night. A large barbecue was in
progress on the grounds of the
Thompson Plaza when the Queen and
her family arrived there. It was then
that Her Majesty went on one of her
famous "walkabouts", talking with
citizens along the way.
'While at the celebration, the Queen
received articles of traditional Indian
costume, including a beaded leather
outfit made by the Thompson unit of
the Manitoba Metis Federation.
'When the time came for the Royal
Family to leave Thompson, an adult

Twilight Water Ski Club.
Norma Meneer.
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capsule. Police were able to recover the plaque
and the sealed metal box, but the culprits escaped
justice. Perhaps this incident explains why the
police moved into the Municipal Building after
the new city hall was finished. They want to make
sure that the time capsule lasts for the specified
time.

Twilight Water Ski Club.
Norma Meneer.

five of the casino's gambling booths. Commented Campbell, "It's hard enough to win at
any form of gambling against odds that favour
'house', but these odds were stiffer than any that
I have previously encountered."
One group of people were not too interested
in the Nickel Days events; they were out at Paint
Lake, skiing. In 1969, the Thompson Water Ski
club was formed but, in 1970, chose to call themselves the Twilite Water Ski club. The club met
Oil weekends at Paint Lake, where they were
planning to erect a permanent ski-jump and also
set up a slalom course. At the end of the 1970
season, however, the Club relocated to the Burntwood River and, with INCO'S permission,
skied at the site of the old pumphouse. At first,
the club borrowed boats when they could, and
made do with equipment as limited as their budget but, eventually, they were able to purchase
their first boat, a seventeen foot Lund powered
by a one hundred fifteen horsepower Merc
motor. Over the years the club progressed a long
way from the original six members and is now
able to provide all the equipment necessary for
skiing as well as a ski jump and a slalom course.
Somewhere along the years, the name of the club
has also improved. It is now known, more correctly, .as the Twilight Water Ski Club.
Another newly formed organization was
determined to 'do its bit' for the Manitoba centennial and the issuing of a city charter to
Thompson. The Business and Professional
Women's Club had a cairn erected. This cairn,
built by Des Zimola, with a plaque donated by
INCO, was to be opened in the year 2070. It was
not to be. The cairn, situated outside the Municipal Building, lasted less than one week. Vandals
broke into the structure and removed the time

The Business and Professional Worn
s cairn,
1970 outside what is now the R.C.M.P. headquarters.
Graham Buckingham.

August was, once more, a month of firsts.
Monday, August 3, saw the appearance of
Thompson's first professional wrestling card.
The attendance was good.
Turning to four-footed animals, the
R.C.M.P. Musical Ride gave its first, and, so far,
its only performances in the new city. This event
was sponsored by the United Steelworkers of
America. Thompson had its first campgrounds
open for public use, when several sites along
River Road were prepared. There were eight sites
with barbecues, picnic tables, firewood and toilet
facilities for over-night, out-of-town visitors.
There was even improvement in the roads to
enable these visitors to get to town, of the one
hundred ninty-three miles of Provincial Road 391
from the junction with Highway 10 to
Thompson, seventy-one were, by the end of
August, completed and paved.
The 'Y' Building Fund Committee came up
with a fresh idea for making money. They created
a four-tier cake with one hundred candles. Each
of these candles could be lit with a one thousand
dollar pledge to the fund. By the end of August,
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The R.C.M.P. Musical Ride in Thompson.
Shirley and Stan Ellis.

thirty-one candles were lit; thirty-one thousand
dollar of the one hundred thousand dollars target. Just in case there was any doubt that a
Y.W.C.A. was needed, a response to the 1970 'Y'
questionaire was published. It read:
'When I was single, my girlfriend and I had a
pretty tough time in Thompson. We had no place
to live when we arrived. We would have appreciated knowing other people and getting a little
help to settle down. We had been hired on before
we came to Thompson, but the company never
told us about living accommodations and how
hard they were to get. We would really have
appreciated a Y.W.C.A. at that time. We shared
a room with kitchen privileges for two months.
We had to live out of our suitcases, as they had no
dressers. The room was fairly cheap, as the two
of us shared the cost of seventy-five dollars.
Later we moved into a basement suite where the
bathroom had not been completed. The landlord
and the tenants who rented the upstairs were
feuding, so we were not allowed to use their
bathroom. Can you imagine going uptown to the
bathroom for a week steady? I'm definitely for
the 'Y' in this town. It could be the best thing that
could ever happen to Thompson.'
School started with the bad news that shifts
were still in operation at some schools. As if a
school system run in shifts was not bad enough,

the whole city ground to a halt on October 7,
when twenty-one inches (fifty-three centimeters)
of snow fell in a twenty-four hour period.
October did bring good news, too. On the first of
the month, City Council passed a resolution that
the winning design for a seal should be the one
submitted by Linda Dellevoet. The motion,
moved by Alderman Farrell and seconded by
Alderman Cameron read 'That the winning
design of the city crest by Miss Linda Dellevoet
be accepted by this council and that it be registered as the property of the City of Thompson,
and that stationery of the City of Thompson bear
this design.'
Linda, resident of Thompson at the time, was
married to Casey Dellevoet. Shortly afterwards,
they separated, and Linda moved to Winnipeg
and founded her own company under her maiden
name, Mullin. The crest depicts a northern landscape and headframe under the Aurora Borealis
and bears the legend 'City of Thompson - The
Centennial City'.
The Meridian Club finally obtained permission to become a hotel and, as such, opened its
doors in October, 1970. The enthusiasm of the
owners must have been somewhat tempered by
the fact that, since they had applied for permission to alter their status, the Mystery Lake Hotel
had been opened and, in May, 1970, the owner,
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basis, but because of Thompson's rapid population turnover, they planned to visit the new city
every six months.
A 4-H Club was started in November too.
This organization also had to take into account
the peculiar nature of Thompson. The official
formation of the club was long delayed, awaiting
the Department of Agriculture's sending a representative to ask questions and help the club initiate some programmes. It was believed by the
executive that the reason for the department's
delay was that they did not consider Thompson
an agricultural area and 4-H was usually associated with such parts of the country. It was
pointed out to the department that courses
offered were to be home economics, sewing, and
gardening, and that half of the 4-H membership
owned their own horses, which were being
housed at the Thompson Horse Owners' Association barn.
Construction was also progressing well in
November. The site had been chosen for Eastwood School, the same site that had housed the
Foundation Company Trailer Court. The beginnings were being made to the new Legion hall and
city hall was developing as planned. One other
area had what could be called improvements. In
order to provide more ice time, the area behind
the C. A. Nesbitt Arena had been enclosed by an
eight foot screen, and two heated huts had been
erected for skaters to warm up and change. The
ice surface, sixty-five feet by one hundred thirtyfive feet had outdoor lighting and was considered
suitable for hockey, broomball and skating practice.
Perhaps the 'new' practice area did not prove
as popular as had been expected. In December,
city council were asked for one and one-half
million dollars to expand the Recreation Centre
complex. One of the items on the 'shopping list'
was a second, regulation size, arena.
The year ended on a warning note. INCO
announced that the existing world nickel surplus
was expected, by their experts, to be almost over.
The stockmarket did not agree. INCO's shares
fell from a 1970 high of forty-nine and seven
eighth dollars to a year-end low of forty-five and
three quarter dollars, not a great decline, but the
start of what was to be an ominous trend.
As 1970 ended, so an era in Thompson's history and development ended. Carl Alvie Nesbitt,
resident administrator, school trustee and, after
Thompson's elevation to town status, town manager, chose to resign from the community's ser-

Ted Hinchliffe, had already received council's
permission to proceed with extensions and improvements.
No October, in those early years, would be
complete without an election, and 1970 was no
exception. Brian Campbell retained his position
as mayor and Anna Denby, Dale Tilling, Andy
Nabess, Tom Farrell and Blain Johnston were
elected to serve with Don Cameron, Don MacLean and Bob Fleming on the first expanded
Thompson City Council. As a sideline to the
election, the oldest voter to actually cast a ballot
in this election was eighty-seven year-old Mrs.
K. Morfopoulos. Mrs. Morfopoulos moved to
Thompson from Montreal in 1960 and was proud
to be able to say that she had cast her vote in
every municipal, federal, and provincial election
since becoming a Canadian citizen.

The oldest voter in the 1970 Municipal Elections, Mrs. K.
Morfopoulos.
Thompson Citizen.

November saw the Manitoba Sanitarium
Board conduct the first silicosis survey in
Thompson. Over two thousand seven hundred
INCO employees were tested. The Board planned
to visit many Manitoba centres on an annual
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vice effective December 31. In a letter to the city
council, dated December 23, Mayor Brian
Campbell noted that, 'For the past twelve years,
Mr. Carl Nesbitt, first as resident administrator
and later as town and then city manager, has been
the keystone in the development of Thompson.
'What we see around us is largely due to the
single-mindedness and drive of this devoted
public servant. Were it not for his persistence and
interest in this community, we would not see
around us the city that we do today.
'The retirement of Mr. Nesbitt marks the end
of an era. The foundation was his, the future
rests with the public-spirited of Thompson.

'Personally, and also on behalf of the council, I wish to acknowledge the debt we owe to Mr.
Nesbitt and wish him every success in the future.'
From small active community to city, Carl
Nesbitt had seen Thompson progress to stages
that, perhaps, even he had not foreseen. The new
year, the future mentioned in Mayor Campbell's
letter, was to see the end of the Thompson
'boom'. Carl Nesbitt would not be in control as
Thompson rebuilt itself yet again, but, still, his
was the blueprint, the master plan on which
future Thompsons would be constructed. How
well Carl had done his job is still evident.
Thompson is, itself, a monument to Carl Nesbitt.
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CHAPTER TWELVE
The Bucket In The Well
Now up, now doun, as boket in a welle.
Geoffrey Chaucer,
The Canterbury Tales
(The Knight's Tale)
The demand for nickel on the world markets
is cyclical. INCO's new venture in Thompson
had proved successful. Nickel demand far
exceeded nickel supply. INCO had gone several
steps further. They had begun fresh projects at
Pipe Lake, Birchtree and Soab. By 1971 all mines
were in full production. There had been warnings. Nickel supply, thanks to the arrival of Russian nickel on the world markets, was beginning
to overrun demand. The Free World producers
of the metal were not worried, they confidently
expected demand to increase and the Russians to
soon stop the export of government subsidized
nickel. They were wrong on both counts. In the
booming new city of Thompson warnings were
heard but largely unheeded. An editorial in the
Nickel Belt News said it all. The article appeared
in late September, when there was to be a referendum on the expansion of the Recreation Centre. Briefly, the newspaper pointed out that
Thompson was, economically, in a depressed
state. The reasons for this state, according to the
news, was that the development of Thompson
had happened all at once, that all of the facilities
were new and, therefore, expensive. The days of
the building boom, the unlimited overtime and
the fat pay cheques were gone. The hospital was
operating in the red. Thompson had no choice
but to build and maintain the hospital as well as
the new schools and the city hall and other buildings so recently constructed. 'But, continued the
editorial, enough is enough, stop the escalating
costs right away or pay the price in the not too
distant future.' Strong words, necessary words
but, in the early months of 1971, the sentiment
expressed in the editorial would have been
unthinkable, sacrilegious even.
The year had started off so well. The span for
the new bridge over the Burntwood River had
arrived in town, the Plaza was to be renovated,
there was an attempt to start another drama club
and the Toastmasters arrived on the scene. (After

Planning for the Recreation Centre development, 1966-69.
Far left, Arne Sorensen, far right, Gordon Wade.
Thompson Citizen.

Construction of City Hall, 1971.
Thompson Citizen.

several meetings, the Thompson Toastmasters
received their Charter in June, 1971.)
Thompson's expansion continued unabated
into February. Several projects, such as the City
Centre Mall and City Hall, frequently made the
headlines as a new phase of construction was
completed. Another regular news maker was the
Thompson District Association for the Mentally
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Retarded who were planning to build an occupational training centre. Members of their board
were only too pleased to be able to appear on the
front pages of the local newspapers receiving
donations for this cause from other organizations.

The chalet at the ski hill at the time of the cross-country Skia-thon for the Canadian Association for the Mentally
Retarded,1981.
Mary Fenske.

Murray Carey, first in men's novice figure skating.
Marianne Neuman.

major ones) went south, the Thompson team, led
by Gary Sorensen and Brent McIvor placed second in the giant slalom and third in the Team
Alpine combined standings. Altogether there
were eight teams entered in the events.
Thompson proved more successful on ice than
snow. Murray Carey, son of Stuart and Mary
Carey of Thompson, placed first in the Manitoba
Championship skating competitions' free skating
event. In the previous December, Murray had
placed first in the Manitoba Sectional Championships in the same category. The Arts were not
forgotten in Thompson either. The Winnipeg
Symphony made its second appearance in town
and this event, coupled with the visit of the Royal
Winnipeg Ballet in the October of 1970, meant
that Thompsonites had been able to enjoy two of
the finest such groups in the country. Nor was
construction forgotten. Manitoba Hydro moved
into its new $400,000 Service Centre located off
Provincial Road 391 just south of the city limits.
The new Legion building was nearing completion, and the date for the opening was tentatively
set for mid-April. The parts of highway 6
between Grand Rapids and Ponton were to be

Mystery Mountain Ski Hill, Provincial Championships,
1972-3.

March, 1971, saw a number of important
events in Thompson. The ski club hosted the
Manitoba Junior Alpine Ski Team championships. Although most of the trophies (all of the
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called the 'Centennial' highway, the Burntwood
River bridge was progressing well and the
Thompson Airport terminal building was being
expanded to double its size.
Thompson had an important visitor in
March; Lieutenant Governor of Manitoba W. J.
McKeag arrived for a three day tour of the city.
Mr. McKeag and his party visited Juniper
School, where he announced a half-day's holiday for all of Thompson's school children, made
a tour of INCO's underground and surface facilities and spent a morning skiing at Mystery
Mountain. On the Saturday afternoon the
McKeags held a levee at Westwood School and,
on the afternoon of Sunday 21, they attended a
service in the Letkemann Theatre before flying
back to Winnipeg. However, it was not the public
construction, the Lieutenant Governor's visit or
the accomplishments of Thompson's skaters and
skiers that held the attention of the Thompson
public during that month. There were two concerns rated more basic to ordinary life in town,
they were: the cost of housing and the performance of Thompson's taxi services.
Both of these items had been simmering for
some time. The housing problem had, of course,
been addressed before, with only partial success,
when the Burntwood Trailer Court was opened.
The taxi cab issue was discovered when the Manitoba Taxi Cab Inquiry Commission came to
town on a routine, province-wide, tour. Commission Chairman, H. Leonard Stevens,
described "a most deplorable, disgraceful and
illegal situation in the Thompson taxi Industry."
Although the Thompson Cab Company came in
for some criticism, the Star Fleet Taxi Company
drew the Commission's ire. The contracts
between the company and its 'owner-operators'
were' 'not a two way street, these documents are
dictatorships." Commission member, Ken
Chadwell, himself a cab driver, told Star Company owner, Mr. Arcand, "In my opinion, this
deal you have here is a racket - you're taking
$856 a month from each individual driver and
you still own everything." The City Council had
their hands full at this time, with the housing
issue, but were still able to act with reasonable
haste and pass the Thompson Taxi Cab Control
By-Law before April was through.
Housing was always a thorny issue with
Thompson residents. Matters came to a head in
the spring of 1971. Representatives of a number of
voluntary organizations and government agencies met with Mayor Campbell and with repre-

sentatives of the Secretariat of the Planning and
Priorities Committee of the Manitoba cabinet in
order to discuss housing problems in Thompson.
According to Frank Fedoruk, a consultant with
the Planning Secretariat, the purpose of the
meeting was to assess the extent of Thompson's
housing needs and then to determine what role, if
any, the Manitoba Housing and Renewal Corporation could play through the development of
low income housing. News of this meeting acted
as a catalyst to a group of four women, all
residents of Thompson apartment blocks, who,
on March 23, held an eight hour demonstration
in the Plaza to protest Thompson's rental rates
and the recent rent increases. This spark ignited a
fire and the following day, over one hundred and
fifty people turned up at the city council meeting
to demand action on the rental issue. The council
passed a motion calling for the establishment of a
rentalsman and a rental review board and then
agreed, with prodding from the crowd, to hold
the next meeting in the Recreation Centre and
invite Premier Schreyer, Thompson M.L.A. and
Highways Minister, Joe Borowski, and Rentalsman, John Mason, to attend.
The demonstrations in the Plaza continued on
the next Tuesday, pay day. This time the numbers
of demonstrators varied between sixteen and
fifty persons. At the council meeting none of the
M.L.A. 's approached were in attendance,
instead the government sent the Minister of Consumer Affairs, Ben Hanuschak. City Council
passed a resolution reading as follows:
"A resolution moved by Alderman
Dale Tilling and seconded by Alderman Andy Nabess:
"Be it resolved that all building permits granted by the council for rental
accommodation be subject to rental
structure ratification by council, in
order that the renters can be assured of
a reasonable rental fee."
Alderman Farrell, Deputy Mayor, who was
chairing the meeting, questioned the legality of
the resolution which was passed unanimously.
For his part, Ben Hanuschak announced that
the Manitoba government would construct a fifty
unit low-income townhouse housing project as
soon as the city could make land available, and
that a Thompson resident would be named as
deputy rentalsman effective May 1. Hanuschak
then asked for a further ten days to announce the
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government's decision on the city's rental review
board request.
By the middle of April, the situation was
reaching boiling point. Minister Hanuschak,
instead of the requested rent review board,
appointed a one-man investigating commission
to delve into all aspects of accommodation in
Northern Manitoba. Scapti (Scotty) Borgford, a
Winnipeg civil engineer, was to be that commission. Based on advice from the city solicitor,
Walter C. Newman, city council decided to rescind the resolution described above and passed
just two weeks previously. In a further development, the planning secretariat, whose meeting in
Thompson may well have started the whole
housing debate in the city, presented their report.
The report stated that Thompson had a density of
nineteen and a half persons per developed acre,
compared with a provincial norm of from six to
eleven persons. Thompson had five and a third
people per housing unit as compared with an
average of three and eight tenths for other centres. It was estimated that an additional 1775
housing units would be required to bring the
person/ dwelling ratio in Thompson down to
three and eight tenths. The committee's recommendations were: that all publicly funded housing in Thompson should be multiple family
types, that land should be made available for at
least fifty units of public housing to be started
immediately; that co-operative projects should
be encouraged; and that land should be made
available for one to two hundred units of cooperative housing.
Two further events threw more fuel on the
housing 'fire'. C.B.C.'s, Gerry Haslom, from
Item
Milk
Bacon
Wieners
Lettuce
Potatoes
Cheese
Coffee
Klik

Peaches
Bleach
Tissues
Toaster
Electric Frypan
Percolator

the '24 Hours' programme arrived in town to
investigate the protests against high rental costs
and the results of a survey carried out by Manitoba government officials during the week of
March 15 were released. This survey was the
comparison of a random sampling of 14 grocery
and other items taken in Thompson and Winnipeg. The results of the shopping survey were:
A little of the sting was taken out of the
housing situation when, at the end of April, the
Manitoba Rentalsman's Department opened its
promised Thompson office. This office was
staffed by members of the department from
Winnipeg. It was, however, stressed that this
arrangement would only be in effect until a
Thompson resident was appointed to the position
of Thompson Deputy Rentalsman. The city
council meetings continued to be well attended by
the general public and these council meetings
could be described as stormy. Feelings were running high. Perhaps the complaints about the
rental levels and increases had come about
because of the announcement by INCO that
overtime hours would be cut back drastically.
Whatever the cause, it seemed that it was the
news from the city's main employer that cooled
the situation off.
Nickel sales had slumped. The cutback in
overtime was not nearly enough to counterbalance the stockpiling of the unsaleable metal.
Further measures were called for. In August,
IN CO announced the closing of the Soab mines,
on October 1, fifty-one staff employees were
released. It is true that twenty-four staff were
offered hourly-rated jobs and one was offered an
early retirement, but twenty-six were laid off.

Winnipeg
Cost.

Thompson
Cost.

0/0 more paid by
Thompson shoppers.

30¢
39¢
57¢
33¢
54¢
38¢
8M
56¢
30¢
43¢
74¢
$20.98
$28.95
$26.98

35¢
59¢
69¢
49¢
75¢
49¢
$1.09¢
69¢
38¢
59¢
76¢
$21.95
$31.95
$26.98

17%
51%
21%
48%
39%
29%
27%
23%
27%
37%
3%
5%
10%
0%
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Worse was yet to come. Production was cut in
August but, by October, sterner measures had to
be taken. INCO stopped hiring; production had
to be cut by another fifteen percent and this
meant the sacrificing of two hundred jobs. Even
though this reduction was achieved by attrition,
the city was left in a state of shock. After Soab
was closed down, some of the workers, who had
been transferred to the Thompson complex,
could not find accommodation in the City. Now
it looked as if a similar situation would arise
again. Pipe No.1 was closing and work was being
slowed down at the open pit. It appeared that
Thompson was in for a hard, cold winter.
All was not doom and gloom in 1971. On the
bright side: the City Centre Mall did open, as
promised, with one exception. The plans for a
hotel were quietly dropped when Thompson's
financial situation became clear. Burntwood
School opened, the very first Munn Cup Tournament took place over the Easter holiday with
Stonewall becoming the Tom Thumb minor
hockey champions beating Thompson in the
finals and plans for Eastwood School were made
pUblic. More controversy. There was a strong
feeling amongst the residents of Eastwood that
two smaller schools would be more use to the
area than one larger school. The debate lasted for
quite a time but, in the end, the school board
prevailed and the more economical larger unit
was built. A co-operative housing association
was started, and petered out. An entertainment
centre which was to contain a dinner theatre, a
hotel, a swimming pool and goodness knows
what else was eventually begun. Mayor Campbell
carried out the sod-turning ceremonies in a
bucket in the new Legion Hall because of the wet
weather and ended up as the 'Headframe', no
hotel, no pool, no goodness knows what else, just
another victim of the slumping Thompson economy. The Thompson General Hospital, which so
badly needed more room, was given permission
to expand its seventy-five bed capacity to one
hundred twenty-five beds. One person who
obtained some relief from the economic depression was Sonia Yury, who won three minutes of
free shopping at Shop Easy in a contest sponsored by the Thompson Hawks. In her allotted
time, Sonia managed to carry out the contents of
three shopping carts valued at $165.85.
Thompson sports fans had something different to view in 1971; Thompson's first lacrosse
tournament was played with three teams from
Winnipeg taking part in competition against their

The Legion building on Elizabeth Road, opened in 1971.
Hazel Hopkins.

Thompson counterparts. Two weeks later, on
July 12, another sports first occurred; a cricket
match was played on number two baseball diamond. The state of the new sport can be assumed
by the press release that asked the intending
spectators to bring any cricket gear they may
possess to the game in order to better equip the
teams. Of course, if sports were not in a person's
line, one could always watch the Nickel Days
parade with its five visiting marching bands, or
perhaps take in the Tommy Hunter show on the
Nickel Days' stage.
Although depression was setting in, construction had not stopped. By the end of July the first
Princeton Towers block was nearing completion.
The scheduled date for the occupancy of this
block was September 1. Before that date, the
second block was reaching up to the sky. August
saw the openings of two welcome structures, city
hall and the bridge over the Burntwood River.
The first council meeting in the new premises was
on August 12, but the building was not officially

The Princeton Towers complex, North Tower, pool and
South Tower.
Hazel Hopkins.
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opened until the twenty-sixth of that month.
Premier Ed Schreyer arrived rather late, to complete the business of opening city hall, but it was a
question of better late than never as far as the
population were concerned. After the city hall
ceremonies, the premier's party then turned the
sod for the new Steelworkers' headquarters and
then drove out to the new bridge over the Burntwood River, where opening ceremonies were
once again carried out. One of the spectators of
this opening was seventy-seven year-old Albert
Lafontaine, who had first visited the area of the
bridge in the 1920's.
As with so many Thompson openings, there
are stories behind the stories. The bridge was
never named. A competition was organized to
find names for this bridge and also the bridge
over the Churchill River on the Thompson-Leaf
Rapids-Lynn Lake road. The larger bridge did
get a name, officially it is Kananskootik Bridge (a
Cree word meaning 'a thing that joins together').
Thompson's bridge was not so fortunate. Many
names were suggested. Many were names commemorating local celebrities or heroes: Gordon
Beard, Joe Borowski, WaIter Johnson, Mike
Madonick. Others were more descriptive: Northgate, Burntwood, Big Nickel; one of the names
had hopes of political propaganda; the Northern
Development Project Bridge would, so the suggester hoped, be abbreviated to the N.D.P.
Bridge. The longest name for the bridge came
from a resident, not of Thompson, but of Churchill, who, obviously having had her problems
with the 13 year-old Bailey bridge, thought that
the name should be 'THEHONESTTOGOOD
NESSTWOW A YTRAFFICINSTEADOF
THATQUIVERYONELANEPLANKTHAT
TOOKALOTOFPRAYINGJUSTTOREACH
THEOTHERSIDETHA TNOBODYWOULD
BELIEVE' Bridge. These suggestions did not
help. The bridge remained unnamed.

As to the opening of City Hall, at the civic
reception a number of uninvited guests turned
up. Whether these guests were intending to
embarrass the city was not known but they had
obviously planned to see that they were fed; they
had brought their own lunches in brown paper
bags.
There is one final point about that old Bailey
bridge, so loved and so hated by all who used it. It
is still in town. The old bridge was dismantled but
kept in storage in case it was needed for another
northern community. That is all except one section of it was kept in storage. One section is still
in use in Thompson. Behind the city hall is a
walkway through a gUlly. Spanning this gully is
that section of the first bridge across Thompson's
stretch of the Burntwood River.
Two other developments should be mentioned: the Thompson airport terminal extension
was opened, thus doubling the room available for
passengers and services. Thompson's fire department had some good news for the city. Apart
from the fact that the department had been able
to move into its new quarters behind city hall,
improvements had been made to the old fire
alarm system. Ever since its inception the
Thompson fire alarm system had been routed
through the switchboard of the Thompson Inn,
the only place to have someone on duty twentyfour hours a day. With the advent of full time
firemen and their re-Iocation in the new fire hall,
a new twenty-four hour roster was initiated and
the old warning system disconnected at the end of
August.
Children were not forgotten in the construction craze. Several playgrounds were installed.
The Centennial Park was improved, Eastwood
and Southwood parks were formed and change

Thompson City Hall.
Hazel Hopkins.

Eastwood Park. 1979.
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positive note! The Trappers' Tavern was opened.
Once again, the usual, traditional Thompson
elections were in the offing. There was a surprise
in store when the results of the elections were
released; Don MacLean had failed in his attempt
to achieve a fourth term on Thompson's council.
The successful candidates were Ken MacMaster,
Cliff Alguire and Ed Summers. The turnout at
the polls was very poor; less than twenty percent
of the eligible voters showed up to cast their
ballots. The experts had said that the twentyeight percent turnout for the recreation referendum was low.
There was a shock for all of Thompson in
November. The 1971 Census figures were
announced. Thompson, according to Statistics
Canada, had a population of 16,219. Blain Johnston, on behalf of City Council explained why the
council was officially questioning that figure.
Johnston commented that the Thompson population was considered to be twenty-three thousand until earlier in 1971, when the enumeration
for the municipal voters' list showed only eighteen thousand, six hundred people in town. A
local census, carried out in spring, and the figures
available from the Manitoba Hospital Commission both gave Thompson a population of some
21,000 souls. While the census figure was an
improvement over the 1965 figure of 6,800, the
Statistics Canada figure of 16,000 would be the
figure used in the allocation of all federal and
provincial grants and it was vitally important to
get the numbers right, concluded Johnston.
What the city council did not mention was that if,
on census day, June 1, the population had been
slightly over 16,000 then, by mid-November, the
population would have been less than 14,000
because of the layoffs by INCO and other local
businesses. Thompsonites held little hope of an
appeal against the 1971 census findings being successful. Council was still fighting Statistics Canada over the 1965 figures.
Nothing could be done immediately to revise
the census numbers; Thompson continued on its
way. Christmas was coming. The street lights
were put in place. The Thompson Association for
the Mentally Retarded published their plans for
their 'Workshop'. On the entertainment side of
life the Kit Inn opened in December, offering
their patrons a cocktail lounge and dinner and
dancing facilities. Another church building was
started at the end of the year. Following a survey
held in June, it was decided that there was a need
for a Church of the Nazarene in Thompson.

Cliff Park, 1979.

houses built. In the Burntwood subdivision, the
Elks Park was begun between Baffin Bay, Hudson Bay and the Davis Bay townhouses.
September, 1971, started with the news that
Joe Borowski had resigned his cabinet post in the
Manitoba government. The flag at the Recreation Centre was noticed to be flying upside down
and at half-mast on the same day. This display of
a national flag is an international sign of distress
and mourning. Was the flag incident intentional?
Was it because of Borowski's resignation? Or
was the flag being flown that way because the
recreation centre staff did not think much of the
chances of the recreation referendum later that
month? We shall never know. The result of the
referendum is, however, known very well. The
plans for the $1.4 million were rejected by the
Thompson public; seventy-six point two percent
of those bothering to vote opposed the ideas for
the recreation complex.
At least October started off on a more

School Board, 1971. Hawley Duncan, Mary Ann Hawkins,
Arthur Phillip-Stewart, Kay Campbell, Don Orchard.
School District of Mystery Lake.
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Until the new church was complete, expected to
be by early March of 1972, services and bible
study sessions were held in the home of Rev. Mel
Tucker.
Thompson Airport saw a further improvement in December; a cross runway opened. This
runway was deemed necessary because, although
the existing runway conformed to the prevailing
winds, which blew from the south east, these
winds were light and the occasional north westerly winds were much stronger. Thompson airport had become one of the busiest in the western
provinces. In the month of August, 1971, Transair
flew 4977 passengers out of Thompson, 1150 into
town and catered for a further 2153 through
passengers. As for baggage, 3225 pieces weighing
80,625 pounds (36,600 kg.) flew out and 2844
pieces weighing 71,110 pounds (32,250 kg.)
arrived in town. For freight, 89,904 pounds
(40,800 kg.) came in and 28,187 pounds (12,800
kg.) left. It seems quite clear from these figures
that people arrived in Thompson by rail, made
their money, and then flew out.
In town transportation also received a boost
for the Christmas season; Thompson saw the
return of a bus service. The new service was only
experimental and just for two days, December 23
and 24. Ken Thiessen, manager of Thompson
Bus Lines, explained that the last time a similar
bus service had been offered to the Thompson
public, in 1962, the buses had run for seven days
and averaged one customer a day. Thiessen urged
Thompsonites, who were interested in a bus service, to utilize the buses for the trial period. He
requested the city council to subsidize such a
service on a permanent basis.
A one-industry town, especially an isolated
one-industry town, is in an unfortunate position
when that industry is ailing. The economic health
of Thompson is inexorably tied to INCO and the
world nickel demand. Nineteen-seventy-one had
seen INCO introduce cutbacks in both production and manpower, 1972 witnessed even more
belt-tightening from the nickel giant.
The nickel story for 1972 unfolded as follows:
At the end of January INCO announced that the
1971 cutbacks had not been sufficient and the
Company's output would have to be reduced to
thirty percent below normal capacity. Soab had
been closed, Pipe Mine had seen production
slashed, now it was the turn of Birchtree Mine to
feel the axe. The production cutbacks in
Thompson had not resulted in any hourly
employee being laid off, but the Steelworkers'

Union claimed that the 1971 moves resulted in the
loss of five hundred hourly-paid jobs. The estimates of the number of jobs lost in construction,
mine development and services trades was over
one thousand for the year 1971 with the prospect
of two hundred and fifty hourly jobs being lost
following the 1972 cutbacks.
In February, INCO declared its net earnings
for 1971, they were $94.2 million, down from
$208.6 million for 1970. Deliveries of the metal
were also down, 342.35 million pounds were sold
in 1971 compared with 518.87 million pounds in
1970.
All was not doom and gloom on the INCO
horizon. After four years of preparation, the
number one shaft at Thompson was opened up to
a depth of 4340 feet (1323m.). This made the shaft
the deepest continuous mine shaft in Manitoba.
The shaft sinking of the thirteen million programme started in January, 1967, and took two
years to sink the 2200 feet from the original 2200foot horizon. City council also had some good
news from the mine. Although the boom period
could be considered over, the feeling was that the
bucket had reached the bottom of the well, and
the situation with respect to nickel production in
Thompson would begin to improve. The chairman of the city's public works committee, Ken
MacMaster, asked INCO General Manger, Don
Munn, if, in light of the "nervous atmosphere"
prevalent in the community, he could guarantee
no further cutbacks. Munn replied that he could
not positively assure the city that the INCO
workforce would not be reduced further but that
he was not aware of any future lay offs or cutbacks planned for the Thompson area. In an
addendum to the Committee's report to Council,
MacMaster reported that over four hundred liv-

Donald Munn whose name
lives on in Thompson with
the annual minor hockey
Atom Munn Cup held every
Easter weekend.
INCO.
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ing units were vacant in Thompson and, in addition, four Polaris lodges, each capable of holding
ninety-six men, had been closed. Any person
looking through the newspapers for late 1971 and
1972 cannot but be struck by the number of
auctions of houses and business equipment being
advertised because of foreclosures.
The nickel market had bottomed out. Once
more sales were increasing. In June, 1972, IN CO
had quite a different problem, they were trying to
hire two hundred hourly workers. In spite of a
heavy advertising campaign throughout Canada,
INCO was not able to hire enough employees to
overcome the attrition rate, so they adopted the
unusual step of asking their employees to refer to
the Company any relatives who might be willing
to move to Thompson to find work. The situation continued to improve as far as INCO was
concerned. Earnings for the first six months of
1972 were up sharply over the same period of
1971. Then, in September, 1972, INCO was so
sure of their continuing improvement that they
raised the price of nickel.
It was against the improving condition of the
nickel market that Thompson faced 1972. The
stories coming out of Thompson in the early part
of the year have a familiar ring to them. The Kit
Inn was officially opened, followed by the
Rumaki Gardens (the present Headframe), one
month later. Another motorcade was planned,
this time from Thompson to Lynn Lake. A new
sport, ringette, was introduced to town. A new
church building, St. Joseph's Ukrainian Catholic
Church, was progressing well. There were, of
course several new projects, too. Native Communications Incorporated, a provincially funded
organization charged with providing news,
entertainment and information to the native
population of northern Manitoba, signed an
agreement with C.H.T.M. to provide their full
programming schedule. For about four weeks the
communications organization, headed by Murray MacKenzie, had been broadcasting for thirty
minutes from Monday to Friday. But, as of January to, they were allowed ninety minutes a day
during week days. January also saw the start of
the City of Thompson in the welfare business.
The third and final reading of a by-law was
passed, which committed Thompson to certain
financial and administrative responsibilities
under the provincial welfare assistance programme. It was estimated that the cost to the city
would be in the order of $60,000 per year.
February was the month that the Kinsmen

had chosen for their winter carnival. A snow
sculpture of Okimow, the hardrock miner, the
official symbol of the event, was constructed in
front of the municipal building by Real Berard of
Winnipeg. The carnival did not include the
Okimow of the North Contest that was to be a
main feature of future carnivals but the separate
events were all there to give a good time to all
members of the family.
Several new organizations made their presence felt in early 1972. The Wa Wastayo Rebekah
Lodge was installed. Several attempts had been
made to start this type of lodge in Thompson;
each effort had failed until Mae Redman and the
President of the Rebekah Assembly of Manitoba, Greta Harten of Flin Flon, formerly of
Thompson, combined to make the Thompson
lodge a reality. The Rebekahs are a sister lodge of
the Odd Fellows. They are also an international
order and the oldest fraternal lodge in the world
for women. Their principles are friendship, love,
truth, faith, hope, charity and universal justice.
Two choirs came to prominence in 1972. Six men
teamed together, late in 1971, to form the Nickel
Belters. Unfortunately the men were beaten to
the punch by a women's choir, led by Marilyn
Redekop. This choir was the Aurora Singers.
There was a need for outlets for Thompson's
singers; the Centennial Chorus, founded in 1966,
had disbanded in 1969. The Nickel Belters slid,
still singing, into history. The Aurora Singers
flourished and went on to make history; their
accomplishments will be detailed chronologically.
February was the month for the city council
to pass a by-law which contravened the National
Building Code. Basement suites were common in
Thompson. The council decided that, if they
could not stop the practice, they may, at least, be
able to regulate it. In order to apply the by-law,
the city had to approach the Minister of Municipal Affairs to get an amendment to the national
code which neither permitted nor recognized the
construction of basement suites.
The month of May witnessed more consolidation as the city began to get back to normal
after the drastic effects of the cutbacks. The Coop store moved to its present site on Nelson
Road. The Salvation Army Citadel was dedicated
on the twenty-eighth with the St. James Citadel
Army Band in attendance. An announcement
was made that the long-awaited air ambulance
service would be unveiled in June and the
Thompson Zoo decided to expand its facilities.
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The zoo had been a very exciting place to visit
but, in 1972, it had received three bear cubs and a
racoon for exhibits. It was decided to expand the
area by forming a stockade type of surround to
house the new enclosures.
May ended on a warning note. The workers at
Safeway had voted to reject their contract offer
and so were in a strike situation. This probably
explains why Shop Easy took out a four page,
coloured, advertising section in the Thompson
Citizen of May 31.
More expansion plans for Thompson had
been prepared by the local Lions Club. They were
determined that the city should have an indoor
swimming pool and were busily raising funds for
the project. Meanwhile Air Cadet Warrant
Officer Stuart Huston was selected to represent
Canada overseas as part of an international cadet
exchange programme. On June 12 Miners
throughout the province of Manitoba were
honoured when Acting Mines Minister Len
Evans, signed a proclamation declaring July 15 as
Miners' Day. The Manitoba government agreed
to officially recognize the contribution to the
province by its miners in response to a request
from: the Thompson Nickel Days Committee,
the Steelworkers' Union and the Labatt's Brewing Company, who were jointly sponsoring the
King Miner Contest in the Thompson Nickel
Days, which were to start on July 15.
Thompson had a new social group in town in
June. The Toastmistresses started a new chapter
in the city. The weather would certainly provide
them with enough to talk about during that first
month. It could not seem to make up its mind.
On June 14, freezing temperatures turned the
night rain into snow. It is true that by afternoon
the mercury had climbed to a heady lO°C, but the
snow was real enough while it lasted. Perhaps the
Thompsonites were wishing that they had had
snow instead of the rains that came at the end of
that month. The official measurement of the
rainfall for one hour on June 29, was one point
zero seven inches (two point seventy-two centimeters). Streets were flooded, cars abandoned
and canoe enthusiasts were able to indulge their
hobby right outside their own front doors.
If the weather was not a suitable topic for
conversation in the middle of 1972, then the outbreak of fires in the city certainly was.
It was bad enough that the house at 35 Elk
Bay had two serious fires in the same year; but
then the high school became the victim of an
arson incident. Although the fire at the school

was quickly extinguished the fire had spread by
means of an expansion joint and continued to
smoulder in the insulating materials beneath the
four inch concrete floor. This fire was not as
serious as the next case of arson at a school. On
October 10, Burntwood School was destroyed by
fire. Two juveniles were remanded in custody for
starting the fire that caused over one million
dollars worth of damage. The real tragedy of the
fire was not monetary, it was that the school
system had to again revert to overcrowding and a
possible return to a shift system just as the school
board officials and the teaching staff were beginning to see daylight at the end of the tunnel. The
decision to rebuild the school was taken before
the month's end.
The Nickel Days festivities were well received
by the population. It was fitting that Larry
Desjardins, Minister of Tourism for Manitoba,
was declared Honourary King Miner for the festival, because everyone seemed to be visiting
Thompson in 1972. The city had seen visiting
delegations from China and Sweden and then, in
August, played host to a group of 27 geologists
from eight different countries. The nations represented by the group were: Brazil, Rhodesia,
South Africa, Finland, Sweden, France, the U.S.
and Canada. Quite a collection of nationalities
for one year! At least the visitors would not have
had to jump across uneven mud patches to get
into the City Centre Mall, as the end of August

Les Epp helping to raise the $537,000 needed to build the
Thompson General Hospital extension.
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was the time when the entrances to the Mall were
cemented in.
The middle of September saw the start of the
hospital fund raising campaign, a drive to raise
the $537,000 necessary to extend the facility from
seventy-five to one hundred twenty-five beds.
The province was supplying eighty percent of the
cost two point fifteen million dollars Thompson
was to provide the rest. Premier Schreyer was on
hand to open the campaign on September 15.
Campaign head, Murray Black, expressed confidence at being able to raise the money by the
deadline of the end of October. He announced a
door to door canvass to be carried out after the
Thanksgiving weekend under the direction of
Bob Lowery.
Thompson invested its first honourary citizen
at the end of the month. Mayor Brian Campbell
made a presentation to Fred Maher, who was
leaving town to take up another appointment
with Manitoba Telephones. Apart from his work
with the Lions Club, Fred had been the chairman
of the Medical Action Committee which had
brought the number of doctors in Thompson
from a low of five to a respectable fifteen.
Of course, in October, it was election time
again. Aside from the usual municipal election
there was also a federal election in 1972. Federally
it was Conservative Keith Taylor who took over
the seat vacated by fellow Tory, Bud Simpson.
Second in the poll, and a close second too, was
New Democrat Don Duff; Bruce Dunlop placed
third for the Liberals leaving Independent candidate; Jim Henry, a poor fourth. There had been
no surprise at the result of the federal election.
The elections for city Aldermen proved just as
predictable. Elected were incumbents Blain
Johnston, Anna Denby and Dale Tilling; filling
the other vacant places were former aldermen
Don MacLean and Bob Fleming. In the contest
for Mayor, there was, however a shock. Deputy
Mayor Tom Farrell beat out Mayor Brian Campbell by over seven hundred votes in a four way
race. Dr. Arthur Phillip-Stewart was a close second, while Alderman Andy Nabess placed fourth
in the poll.
November saw the formation of a Thompson
safety council with elected representatives
Juanita Smith, Ted Scoles, Arthur Phillip-Stewart, Tom Clarke, Brian Koshul and Phil Baudias
receiving the brief to 'inquire into safety situations, promote safety education and to work
towards the establishment of improved safety
programs and practises in Thompson.' Provision

was made for the inclusion of represenatives
from city council, the school board, the
R.C.M.P. and from all residential areas of town.
The newly formed council was charged with
investigating the possibility of forming a student
patrol for school children and also to examine
other aspects of road safety within the city, such
as, speed limits, street warning signs, the desirability of introducing a 'walking' by-law to city
council and the initiation of the 'Elmer the Safety
Elephant' programme in the city.

Gordon Beard.

On November 12, Thompson residents and
the parliamentary constituency of Churchill
received a shock; Gordon Beard, the popular
M.L.A. and tireless spokesman for the North,
died at the Thompson General Hospital some
two weeks after being admitted to hospital suffering from a coronary. On hearing the news,
Mayor Tom Farrell commented, "Gordon Beard
was probably the greatest single booster northern
Manitoba ever had." Izzy Asper, the leader of
the Liberals in Manitoba remarked, "The north
has lost its strongest voice and Manitoba has lost
a truly fine public servant." Beard's funeral was
held in the St. Lawrence Roman Catholic Church
with Anglican Minister Alan Ferguson officiating. The high esteem in which Gordon was held
by his peers can be judged by naming mourners
who attend the funeral in order to pay their last
respects. Among the assembly were Premier Ed
Schreyer, Lieutenant-Governor J. W., McKeag,
Recreation Minister Larry Desjardins, Northern
Affairs Minister Ron McBryde, Thompson
M.L.A. Joe Borowski, Speaker of the House
Peter Fox and Legislature Members Jean Allard,
Don Craik, Leonard Barkeman, Gordon Johnson and Warner Jorgenson. During his years of
service to the North, in general, Gordon Beard
had a unique distinction with respect to
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Thompson, in particular: it was he who, in 1967,
introduced a bill in the legislature to make
Thompson a town. Just three years later, in 1970,
it was Gordon Beard again who introduced the
bill that granted city status to Thompson.
Not all the news during that November was
serious or sad. There was also mystery. A search
by snowmobile and aircraft was begun on
November 11 in the Waterhen area of Manitoba.
The object of the search was one Gunther Neff, a
resident of Thompson, who had been missing
since November eighth. This search discovered
Mr. Neff's half ton truck. Later, on the same
day, Neff's snowmobile was found in the swiftflowing Waterhen River. On November 16 the
search for Neff's body was called off. The police
gave no reason for their decision. The mystery
was soon solved. Neff had disappeared in Manitoba and re-appeared in Germany. The event is
still remembered to-day and has the makings of a
folklore legend. Shortly after Be Buckingham's
arrival in Thompson, she was told by a
Wabowden resident, who assumed a Hollywood
'Injun' accent for the story, "White man teach
red man much, but white man not say how he
sink in Manitoba river and come up in Germany."
There had been problems all through the year
with the service being provided to the city by
Transair. The situation was summed up poetically in the Nickel Belt News dated December 20.
The poem read:

being planned for Thompson. Volker Beckmann
presented a brief to council proposing that a
comprehensive tourist booth be erected on the
highway on the southern approach to the city.
This tourist information centre could, suggested
Beckmann, include more than the usual tourist
information and should include the issuing of
street maps and the highlighting of local events.
Another Thompson resident making the news
in December was Dick Worsfold. Dick had been
a member of a British survey operation in Antarctica in the early 1960's and was to receive the
Polar Medal from the Queen for 'his distinguished service in Antarctic exploration.' Privately, Worsfold admitted that sometimes he felt
colder in Thompson than he ever had in the
Antarctic but he always added, "Of course, I was
younger in those days." Dick had to treat the
cold up here with a little levity, there was no
medal coming to him from his service in
Thompson.
December also witnessed the start of a new
service club; on the ninth Fraternal Order of
Eagles Aerie was initiated. This one was numbered 3473. A charter membership of fifty-seven
Brothers were on hand for the initiation.
Two possibly ominous notes crept into the
news as the year ended. INCO and the Steelworkers were once more negotiating a contract
and the Thompson-Lynn Lake road was
declared impassable. The citizens of Thompson
cared not a jot about these two pieces of news,
after all, they had heard it all before. They were
quite right not to worry. The new contract was
approved by the Union membership with a staggering seventy-seven percent 'Yes' vote. One of
the union negotiators claimed that the deal had
given the Thompson workers "the best contract
in the North American mining industry." The
Lynn Lake-Thompson road was soon opened up
again and, in November, 1973, was completed
sufficiently to allow a regular bus service between
the two communities. Needless to say, a group of
Thompson businessmen soon took advantage of
the new road to transport to that town the news
of the services they could offer to Lynn Lake
residents.
The new year opened with a rash of outside
entertainments coming to town. The Contempory Dancers, the Manitoba Theatre Centre and
the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra all performed
in Thompson in the first three months of the
1973. Local and other northern groups were
jolted into action. The Collegiate Drama Group

'FLY TRANSAIR! The posters say,
Sault Ste Marie or Thunder Bay,
Use credit card or later pay.
East and West, The Golden Way!
Flin Flon, Thompson and Lynn
Lake
The Golden Jet sometimes you take.
The Siddley it's more apt to be,
One hour late, or two, or three.
East-West flights get all the plums,
North to South they fly the bums.
A DC 6 is standing by
In case the Siddley cannot fly.
I often wonder why they say
Fly up North the Golden Way
They may be just some words of play,
Perhaps they mean the gold you pay.'
Which all goes to show, some things never
change.
As the year closed, further developments were
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presented the musical 'The King and l' and the
Flin Flon Glee Club visited Thompson with their
version of 'Fiddler On The Roof'. All of these
productions were well received and may have
played a part in stirring potential Thompson
thespians to make one more attempt to organize
themselves. The group formed in the September
of 1973 called themselves the Thompson Playhouse and announced that their first production
would be the Rodgers and Hammerstein
favourite 'Oklahoma!' to be produced in January/February, 1974.
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There was disappointment on the sports too.
The Northern Regional Games Committee, after
consultation with the Games Advisory Council,
recommended to the provincial government that
the Manitoba Games, Northern Region be
postponed from March, 1973, to March, 1974.
The venue of these games should remain in
Thompson. Dave Turpie, chairman of the Games
Committee in Thompson, explained that the
decision for postponment was unanimous and
that it would allow for greater development of
the games and their objectives.
Yet one more group saw its beginning in February; the Chimo Chapter of the Order of the
Eastern Star held its Institution Meeting. Chimo
is an Inuit word meaing 'Where friends gather'
During the meeting, attended by one hundred
eighty-eight members from thirty-four chapters
in Manitoba and one in Saskatchewan, monetary
gifts and regalia were presented to and received
by the new chapter. The constitution of the
Chimo Chapter number sixty-eight took place on
June 9, 1973, which coincided with the official
visit by the Grand Chapter of Manitoba. The
Order of the Eastern Star is the largest fraternal
organization in the world, to which both men and
women may belong. Only men who are Masons
are eligible to join and only women with specific
Masonic affiliations may be members.
The newly completed Princeton Tower blocks
hit the headlines in 1973: they advertised themselves as 'apartment hotels'. The owners of
Thompson's three hotels objected strongly to this
description; after all, the towers were situated in
a residential zone and taxed accordingly. The
managers of the towers seemed to give in easily
enough; but it was probably with bad grace. A
few days later a series of fresh advertisements
appeared in which Princeton Towers were
described as 'Not a Hotel - Something Better'
and 'Princeton Towers - the 'Un-Hotel'!
As February ended, the familiar face of C. A.
Nesbitt filled the pages of the local papers. After
seventeen years of association with Thompson
and sixteen years as a resident, Carl Nesbitt was
retiring as the administrator of the Local Government District of Mystery Lake.
It was true, the man who had come to be
known as 'Thompson's Builder' was finally
handing the reigns over to someone else. Mayor
Farrell paid tribute with these words, "No man
has played a more important role or has had
more direct personal experience than Carl in the
growth and development of the City of

THE KING AND

The Collegiate production of 'The King and 1',1973.
R. D. Parker Collegiate.

Winnipeg performing arts groups had travelled to Thompson; in 1973 Thompson sent its
first performing arts group to Winnipeg. The
Aurora Singers took part in the Manitoba Music
Competition Festival and sang their way to one
first place and two second placings in the three
categories that they entered.
Good news brought on the month of February. Thompson Day Care Centre opened its
doors for business and work begun on the
Thompson Hospital extension. The fund raising
for the hospital had been successful but, sadly,
the estimates had been inaccurate and the
amount of money needed for Thompson's share
had been increased to $595,000 from the original
$537,000. Help in raising the extra funding came
from an unexpected quarter; the Gillam Hospital
Board sent the sum of $10,000 towards the
increased costs.
The winter carnival took place, as usual, in
February. This year there was an Okimow of the
North contest. The winner, and the first Okimow
of the North, was Roger Carriere, a trapper from
Cranberry Portage.
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Thompson from its humble beginning in 1957 to
its present status as a major northern Manitoba
centre." Nesbitt was asked what he, personally,
would like to see in the future of the town that he
had been so instrumental in creating. Carl
replied, "More participation by townspeople in
all the community's activities. I mean true participation, not just vocal participation. When
that happens, that's when you finally have a
well-knit community." Carl also had some comments on the men and women that he had met in
his years of service to Thompson. "In all my
years here," he said, "I can honestly say that I
have not met a person who I have not become a
friend to, or admired, or learned from - and it's
all been a wonderful experience."
The city must have considered it a "Wonderful experience" too. Saturday, March 10, was
declared C. A. Nesbitt Day in Thompson by the
city council. On that day over three hundred
people, friends and associates, gathered in the
Recreation Centre hall to wish Carl and Margaret
all the best for their future and to show appreciation for all the effort and hard work done by the
Nesbitts since they had moved to Thompson in
1957.
Thompson continued to develop and grow
even as the Nesbitts were saying their farewells.
The Burntwood Housing Authority was pleased
with the progress of six low rental townhouse
units and ten low rental apartment block units
which would become available for occupancy by
May 1. This accommodation was the first of the
Manitoba government's low rental housing project to be completed in Thompson. For the second time, Thompson Ski Club hosted the
Manitoba Junior Alpine Ski Championships and
a group of citizens were in the process of setting
up, of all things, a greenhouse for the growing of
produce commercially. Eastwood school opened
for business on March 21 giving the overburdened
school system some much needed relief. The new
school had 567 students and seventeen teachers,
but, for some unaccountable reason, was not
officially opened until June 11, and then the ceremonies were held at night. March was also the
month that the United Way came to Thompson;
the city council endorsed the formation of this
organization.
With the city hall now opened and the local
government district offices being moved to the
new hall, the municipal building had become
almost vacant, but not for long. The city detachment of the R.C.M.P. were soon joined by the

rural detachment and the highway patrol, which
had been operating from a house on Cobalt Crescent. The moving around of the police forces did
not help Premier Schreyer one little bit when he
came visiting Thompson again in April. A brief
visit, which was scheduled to last less than
twenty-four hours, stretched into a forty hour
visit when the Premier's plane was unable to take
off from the Thompson airport because of bad
weather. Poor Ed Schreyer did not stay long
enough in Thompson. If he had only held on for
a few more days he would have been able to greet
Judy Stevenson, who became the Closed Singles
World Bowling Champion in competition in
Winnipeg. Another Thompson bowler, Joyce
Craig, was a member of the Manitoba/North
Western Ontario team that also captured the
World Team Championship.
The R.C.M.P. did not rest on their laurels
after moving into their new headquarters. In the
first four months of 1973, thirty-four cars were
reported stolen; of this total twenty-five were
recovered and nine reports were described as
"unfounded" .

Thompson Zoo.
Graham Buckingham.

Tuesday, May 22, was a special day for animal lovers in Thompson. That particular, day
marked the official opening of the Thompson
Zoo. City manager, Tom Suchy, cut the ribbon
and the Thompson public was able to take its first
look at the extensive renovations. All of the zoo
committee: Hawley Duncan, Red Sangster, Roy
Bibeau, Forbes Stewart and George Piett, were
on hand for the opening of what was Manitoba's
second largest zoo. Thompsonites must have
been pleased at last to have the chance of watching wildlife that was safely behind bars; there had
been several incidents of bears being seen in town
in the early part of the year and, in fall, wolves
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attacked and killed a number of dogs on the
residential areas of town. The end of May saw a
display by some 'animals' who should have been
behind bars but were let roam free. Juniper
School was again vandalized. The School was not
the only victim of the vandals; the City Centre
Mall, the Co-op, the Credit Union and Modern
Dairies also came under attack, as did Santa
Lucia Pizza in the Southwood Plaza. The
damage arising from the trail of destruction was
estimated at between $10,000 and $15,000, with
most of it occurring at the school. Police
apprehended two juveniles aged fourteen and
sixteen in connection with the incidents.
Following a survey held between October,
1972 and January, 1973, Inter-Universities North
offered Thompson three courses to start in the
fall of 1973. The courses were 'The Teaching of
Physical Education', 'Mathematics -Calculus'
and 'English - Shakespeare'.

being wiped out in the Tory stronghold of Cross
Lake, managed to top the poll there by ten votes,
thus collapsing the Tory threat. An unusual thing
happened in Thompson for this election; the
turnout was over seventy-two percent. Perhaps
the appearance of writer Farley Mowat to speak
on Ken Dillen's behalf had helped the electors
make up their minds to vote. Whatever the reason for the good response, it was hoped, by all
parties, that it would set a trend.
The summer months produced topics for a
great deal of conversation in the city: INCO was
still hiring, Lome Spicer had definitely become
King Miner, the first of his many such titles. The
trend for the puzzling summer stories was set
when Thompson heard the news that former
Mayor, Jack Knight, had been convicted of a tax
offence. Defence council, Jack Drapack, pleaded
that Knight' 'lacked one thing and that is a solid
financial head." Judge Wallace Darichuk sentenced Knight to three months, commenting that
the only reason he did not hand out a longer
sentence was because of Knight's "substantial
contribution" to Thompson.
Crimes of a more serious nature cropped up
during the summer causing many people to shake
their heads and wonder what was happening.
There were two murders committed in
Thompson in the space of four weeks. One was a
beating death on the street, the other was a
domestic dispute that turned into a multiple stabbing incident. Police were able to make arrests in
both cases, but still Thompson was worried
about the direction that the city was taking in its
development and what place it would find in the
life of Manitoba. There was cause for concern
certainly, but the two incidents remain as isolated
blots on Thompson's name in those teenage
development years.
One group of people, who knew exactly
where Thompson was and precisely what it had to
offer, paid a visit to the city in August.
Researchers from the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, NASA, came to
Thompson from the Goddard Centre in Maryland and spent the summer sending balloons up
into the sky. The aim of the project was to
"measure the isotopes of the elements in the
cosmic rays and the ways that the elements are
built up in the universe." Although it may seem
that Thompson was being honoured by the presence of the scientists and their research, this was
not really the case. As the party pointed out,
"The reason for choosing this location is its

Premier Ed Schreyer with M.L.A. Ken Dillon.
Thompson Citizen.

It is a pity that there was no course offered for
'Counting chickens before they are hatched.'
There was another Provincial election held in the
June of 1973. All candidates considered their
chances good. All had good reason for their
confidence. The N .D.P. held the seat; their candidate, Ken Dillen, saw no reason why he should
not take over Joe Borowski's mantle. The Liberals were represented by Blain Johnston, who, as
an independent, had come within twenty-three
votes of defeating Borowski. The Tories had
Anna Denby as their runner and considered her
track record on city council and, the fact that the
Tories traditionally did well in the settlements,
would guarantee them a win. In the event it was
the N.D.P. who scored the victory both provincially and in Thompson. Ken Dillen, instead of
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situation in relation to the North Pole. The cosmic rays leak through from the North and South
Magnetic Poles. Churchill is ideally situated for
our experiments but, in the case of Thompson,
heavy equipment and payloads can be trucked
in." Too bad, Thompson! You ended up second
best again.
There was another piece to the NASA story in
Thompson; the fame of the city soon spread to
Alberta. Albertans became increasingly upset by
the sharp rise in the number of unidentified flying
objects, UFO's, hovering over their province.
NASA tried to put their minds at ease but, in the
hearts of many Albertans, to this day, there is a
lingering doubt as to the exact nature of business
in that place known as Thompson, Manitoba.
Perhaps the NASA experience rebounded a
little on the Thompson Citizen. In a report, in
December, concerning the progress of the
Pioneer X spacecraft, the Citizen headline read,
'Spacecraft speeds past Juniper'. Seventeen
teachers and 567 students missed one of the most
spectacular sights of their lives as Pioneer X
passed by a mere 513,000,000 miles (825,570,900
km) away.
As fall approached, the Thompson citizenry
had more pedestrian things to talk about, literally. Thompson's first pedestrian corridor was
set in place across Mystery Lake Road between
the two shopping centres. In further news items,
Thompson Shift Hockey elected its first woman
president. Marg Clark commented that she was a
bit leary of accepting the position but, with the
help of her very good executive, was looking
towards a great season. The Winnipeg Free Press
broke the sad news to Thompsonites that,
because of the change in schedule of the Transair
flights, the Free Press could no longer be circulated in Thompson on the day of issue.
Thompson residents would have to wait "for a
further change in schedule" before same day
delivery could be resumed. Fourteen years and
several schedule changes later, Thompsonites are
still waiting. There was some worse news concerning air travel during that October.
Thompson resident, Kenneth Hiscock, of
Princeton Towers was killed when his twinengined, float-equipped Beechcraft plunged into
the muskeg just about two miles (2.2 km) southeast of the city. In spite of an investigation by the
police and the Ministry of Transport, the circumstances surrounding the crash remained a mystery.
Of course, in October, the Thompson electo-

rate trudged once more to the polls. Ken MacMaster, Bernie Braun and Harvey Hanson were
elected to city council by the twenty-one point
one percent of the eligible voters who could drag
themselves away from their warm houses to vote
on a cold day.
November introduced a new Thompson resident. The Kinsmen Winter Carnival Committee
revealed their new mascot, Rudy the Raven, who
became synonymous with the event from this
time on.
Also in November, an association with a
humorous name, but a not very funny problem,
presented a brief to city council. The group
involved was the 'Heaving Homes Association',
who petitioned Council to back them in their
fight for recognition with the Central Mortgage
and Housing Corporation. Leo Laturnus,
spokesman for the group, explained that the nine
homes included in the association were constructed by a company that went bankrupt before
the city had issued final occupancy certificates.
However, CMHC inspectors approved the homes
for mortgaging and families moved in. Since the
occupancy dates, a large number of defects
appeared in the houses. These included; faulty
foundations, floors, walls and ceilings. Anna
Denby, who had seen the homes, urged council to
approve the association's request. "You can see
through cracks in the walls," she said. City council passed a strongly worded resolution demanding that CMHC direct senior officials to make on
the spot investigations of the condition of the
houses.
City council had some good news on the recreation side of things, too. A new arena was to be
built next to the existing facility. This new arena
was to be constructed by the summer of 1974.
So 1973 ended, with good and bad news. The
Thompson Citizenship Council sponsored a
multi-cultural extravaganza entitled 'The World
at Christmas'. This event proved as popular in
1973 as it has every year since then. But, as usual
in Thompson, there was a dark cloud on the
horizon. The Safeway grocery clerks chose the
holiday month of December to strike against the
supermarket giant. Thompson customers had to
change their shopping patterns with very few
shopping days left before Christmas. Spokesmen
for the company and the union agreed on one
point only, the strike was going to be a long one.
Not a pleasant way of wishing the Thompson
clientele a "Happy New Year!"
Once the Christmas and New Year celebra226

First Provincial winners in Bantam 'B' hockey, 1974.
Robinson Collection.

tions were out of the way, no one noticed that the
Safeway clerks were on strike; this had the result
that the union and the company reached an
agreement in the first week of the new year. Once
again, Thompson did not really take much
notice; there were other matters more worthy of
attention. The Knights of Columbus announced
an indoor track and field meet for the Thompson
school children to take place in January, 1975.
The students had a year to practise for this special
event. The Lynn Lake Road, which had been in
use for a couple of months was to be officially
opened in February. It seems rather odd that, in
Thompson, nothing was officially opened until it
had been in operation for several weeks. Why
was that? Did the powers-that-be expect everything to break down and need to be shown that a
road, school, factory or hall was functional
before they would declare it open?
It was Winnipeg's turn to celebrate a centennial in 1974 and Thompson immediately came to
their aid. Winnipeg Mayor, Steven Juba, was
presented with 10,000 Thompson nickel coins by
Don Munn. On one side of the medallion was the
Winnipeg city crest, the other side showed a
miner representing the nickel mining industry's
part in the growth of Manitoba. Thompson

designer, Volker Beckmann, used a photograph
of Garry Parker of the Thompson mine as a
model for the engraving. Garry was depicted
drilling a series of eight foot holes for rock bolts.
Winnipeg sent representation to Thompson in
1974. Bobby Hull and family arrived in town for
a day on January 23. The Thompson Hawks
hosted the Hulls for a fund raising event; it was
successful beyond their wildest dreams. The day
made money for the Hawks, the Hulls enjoyed
their visit, Thompson enjoyed the Hulls and the
Thompson children were fascinated and excited
to meet a living hockey legend. Articles had
appeared in the newspapers announcing and
advertising the approaching visit for several
weeks before the happening. Everyone knew
what was going to occur on that day. In contrast,
on the following day, the Leader of the Opposition in Manitoba, Sidney Spivak, arrived in town
on a wave of apathy and in February, when J. E.
Carter, the INCO president, paid a visit to town,
he went completely unnoticed by the general
populace. Maybe the two illustrious gentlemen
should have worn blond wigs and carried hockey
sticks if they wanted their presence noted.
January 1974 saw a spate of resignations. Dale
Tilling resigned from city council in order to take
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Winnipeg. There was some consolation in the
fact that of the nineteen communities included in
the study, Thompson had the lowest food prices.
Heading the most costly food list was Oxford
House whose food costs were over fifty-two percent higher than Winnipeg's.
The month of March featured the Manitoba
Northern Games, which had been postponed
from the previous year. Four days of festivity
were scheduled to encompass the games. The
event was opened on the afternoon of Thursday,
February 28 . .on Saturday, apart from the competitive events, there was a pancake breakfast in
the morning and, in the evening, two special
items. The first of these was a variety show.
Featured performances were: the School Select
Band under the direction of Wayne Seip, the
Junior Ballet Group, presented by Molly Straw,
soloist Theresa Gibson accompanied by Hazel
Hopkins on the piano, the Aurora Singers, ethnic
dancers from Norway House, a comedy routine
by Janet Dodgson, Hank Neufeld and Karen
Buller singing a duet from 'Oklahoma!' and the
dream sequence from that show danced by Molly

up a position as the director of the provincial
government's Informal Education Project for
Workers. Keith Taylor, M.P. for the Churchill
riding, resigned to take up the less verbose position of vice-president of HBM & S; and, to
complete the trio of resignations, Brian Koshul
quit his job as editor of the Thompson Citizen in
order to take up freelancing for the CBC and
other provincial news agencies.
The first Thompson Playhouse production,
'Oklahoma!' was an outstanding success; so
much so that plans were announced for a series of
three one-act plays to be presented in the late
spring. The Playhouse also organized itself on
more permanent lines by electing a board of
directors with Betty Neufeld as its first president.
It was not only the drama group that was
plannihg greater things in 1974. The Thompson
Inn and the Burntwood Hotel were busily making
plans for their expansion, too. And then there
were other growths. A retail price food survey
was carried out by the provincial government.
This survey showed that food prices in
Thompson were nine percent above those in
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The first band at the Collegiate. Wayne Seipp, director, 1974.

R. D. Parker Collegiate.
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Straw, Betty Murchie, and Gloria Anderson.
Following the variety show was a dance with a
group calling themselves 'The Evil Ways' doing
their thing - whatever that was.
The games certainly did have a northern flavour. Judy Walker of Thompson was given the
honour of carrying in the torch to officially begin
the games. Judy was a 12-year resident of
Thompson and a member of the ladies volleyball
team. The medals awarded in the games reflected
their northern origins. First place winners were
awarded nickel medals; second place finishers
received copper medals; and those persons placing third were given zinc medals. All three metals
for these medals are mined and processed in the
north of Manitoba. In all 451 athletes took part in
the assorted sports which included: broomball,
volleyball, speedskating, snowshoeing, cross
country skiing, badminton, archery and target
shooting. At the same time that the Northern
Games were in progress there was an exhibition
by northern artists in the City Centre Mall. Under
the title of Arts Borealis, the exhibition displayed: photography, oil paintings, water colours, craft work, soapstone and wood carvings,
beadwork, pottery and weaving from all over the
North.
The Aurora Singers had a busy March. Later
in the month, they sang, this time, in Winnipeg.
Their performances in 1974 exceeded their showing in 1973; not only did they place first in their
categories but they also won the Birks Shield for
the best female choir in the competition and then
the Lord Tweedsmuir Trophy for the best adult
choir in the Festival.
As March ended and April began, Thompson
played host to two very different groups of people. Over one hundred Toastmasters crowded
into the Game and Fish Building for a
speechmaking contest. Bill Ryks of The Pas won
the contest which consisted of impromptu twominute speeches. The second group consisted of
forty-three fire officers, who attended the highly
successful fire commissioners' college. The 1974
college marked the first time that this meeting
had ever been held outside a government establishment; it also marked the first time that the
Minister of Labour had attended the event. The
college held in Thompson also had the largest
registration and attendance in twelve years; this
was probably the result of curiosity on the part of
the attendees who wanted to see what this new
city was all about.
Members of a different college hit the news in

Thompson High School's volleyball champions, 1962.
R. D. Parker Collegiate.

The senior basketball team in 1975. How hair styles changed
in thirteen years.
R. D. Parker Collegiate.

May. A small number ofR. D. Parker Collegiate
students paraded in front of the school to protest
conditions in the collegiate. The dissidents told a
public meeting at the council chambers that it was
too easy to skip classes; there were no substitute
teachers to take over when a regular teacher was
sick; the courses were too dull and the school
needed many changes. The audience for the protesters were mainly students who argued against
the presentation made. Mayor Tom Farrell
attempted to keep order as the meeting threatened to turn into a riot; he was not too successful.
The meeting did, however, seem to serve one
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purpose. The steam was taken out of the protest
and the whole dissident movement collapsed.
One student, who did not have the time or the
inclination to take part in the demonstrations by
her peers, was Cindy Thompson. Cindy was the
overall winner of the Regional Science Fair held
in Thompson in April. The thirteen-year-old
then went to demonstrate her scientific skills at
the Canada Wide Science Fair, which was held in
Calgary. Here, Cindy's project was extremely
well received. She was pronounced second in the
contest and declared the best in Manitoba.
Cindy's project was a solar greenhouse; a solar
collector experiment with two miniature plasticcovered greenhouses. She found that, by capturing solar energy, savings of as much as sixty
percent could be realized over the cost of operating the greenhouses electrically. As a reward for
being declared the top Manitoban exhibit, Cindy
was given the opportunity to represent the
province on a three-day tour of Ottawa the following August.
Thompson's performing arts were brought to
the fore in 1974: 'Oklahoma!', a Playhouse production, a high school production of 'My Fair
Lady' and Aurora Singers' concerts. Then from
out of town, the Vancouver Radio Orchestra
gave a symphonic concert at the end of May,
followed by the Irish Rovers, who performed in
the arena at the beginning of September.
May ended on a tragic note. Lambair
employees, Donald Boone and Robert Hildreth,
were flying a Bristol Freighter to Rankin Inlet on
May thirty-first. The trip from Churchill was
three hundred and sixty miles (792 kms). On the
landing approach, the aeroplane crashed, killing
both men. On November 7, 1974, a plaque was
unveiled in the Thompson Airport. It reads:

Minto Armouries in Winnipeg to mark that city's
centennial. The INCO team was based at
Birchtree Mine.
June was also the month when work was
started on the Juniper Centre, which was planned
as a nursery and workshop for the mentally and
physically handicapped. The Thompson Branch
of the Canadian Association for the Mentally
Retarded had acquired the use of the land on
Juniper Drive next to the Kin Park. The centre
was to consist of six trailers, which were hauled
into place by a mobile crane.
Election fever hit town again. Keith Taylor
had resigned but, before there could be a byelection, a federal election was called. Dale Tilling had resigned; Thompson City Council called
a by-election for the vacant Council seat. Both
elections occurred in July. Locally, Richard
Whidden was elected to the city council. The
federal contest, as far as Thompson was concerned, provided a chance for the citizens to see
at close hand, their political leaders. Pierre Trudeau and Robert Stanfield both visited the town
during the hustings. Nationwide it was Trudeau's
Liberals over Stanfield's Conservatives.
Thompson voted differently. Cec Smith, the
Tory candidate defeated N .D.P. candidate Dan
Reagan, Liberal Jean Allard and Social Credit's
Ed Heinrichs. As an unexpected benefit from
these elections, by the time the council elections
came around again in October, the populace had
become so bored with the whole business of
elected representation that the mayoralty candidate, Tom Farrell, and the four aldermanic candidates, Anna Denby, Blain Johnston, Don
MacLean and Ed Ayoub were all elected by
acclamation.

'Given in memory of PILOT DON
BOONE and CO-PILOT BOB
HILDRETH who lost their lives at
Rankin Inlet, May 31, 1974, in helping
to make our Canadian North a better
place to live.
By Lambair Limited employees and
many, many friends.
Donald Boone at the age of 39, was the most
senior of the pilots on the roster. Robert
Hildreth, 22, was the most junior.
June saw the INCO entry in the Manitoba
Mine Rescue competition win first place in the
event. The competition was usually held in a
mining community but, in 1974 it was held in the

Robert Stanfield and Cee Smith.
Thompson Citizen.
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This last figure was described by the
R.C.M.P. as being 'quite significant' as,
included in these charges, were cases such as
excessive speeding, tire squealing and driving in
an erratic manner. R.C.M.P. files indicate that
this figure of fourteen charges was one of the
highest recorded for anyone month. On average,
in that July, Thompson had thirty-four reports
per day which gave the twenty-nine officers on
duty over one case a day each.
Maybe it was because of the July statistics,
more likely it was just that it was Thompson's
turn but, in August the head of the R.C.M.P.,
Commissioner M. J. Nadon, visited town to talk
informally with the members of the Thompson
detachment. On this visit, Commissioner Nadon
was accompanied by Inspector R. H. D. Head,
R.C.M.P. Communications Officer from headquarters, Ottawa.
Other visitors came to town, the Thompson
branch of the Canadian Institute of Mining and
Metallurgy announced that they would host a
group of approximately one hundred mining
personnel from around the Commonwealth.
Those attending would be delegates to the tenth
Commonwealth Mining and Metallurgical Congress on a twenty-six day tour of Canada.
Trailing the C.I.M.M. guests by two weeks,
the Manitoba Federation of Labour held its
annual meeting in Thompson on the last weekend
in September. Over three hundred members
attended the convention, the largest to be held in
the new community to that date.
There were other important firsts in
Thompson in 1974; for instance there was a new
church established. Pastor and Mrs. Olav Falsnes
of the Seventh Day Adventists Church arrived in
Thompson to establish a branch of this church.
Like so many churches before it, the Seventh Day
Adventists had to hold its first services in the
home of its pastor. They progressed from this
arrangement to the renting of a room at the
Legion, then to the use of the Baptist Church
and, finally, the congregation acquired the
defunct Kitt Inn. They renovated it so that it
could house not only a church but also a centre to
promote better living; this alteration was completed by the spring of 1979. Pastor Falsnes had a
wider congregation than Thompson. In his first
year in town, he began construction of a hangar
to house a plane, by means of which, he could
take his message to other communities in the
North. The hangar was completed in 1975. In
1976 a plane was donated for the missionary
work.

INCO tried something new towards the end
of July; they invited women underground.
Nearly five hundred wives and girlfriends of
IN CO employees were taken on a one and a half
hour trip through the mine. This first 'Ladies'
Day' was considered to be a major success. Comments by the ladies ranged from "Fascinating"
to "You wouldn't get me working down there!"
So far in this book, there has been some
mention of crime in Thompson, but the incidents
have been few and far between and minor, except
in the case of the murders. There was crime in
Thompson. As an example of a typical month's
crime sheet, the following is a resume of the
Thompson police report for July, 1974. Except as
detailed in the report, there is nothing particularly different about this month:
'In the month of July there were 29
members on duty. The R.C.M.P.
issued 39 warnings under the municipal
by-laws on traffic, 10 voluntary penalties for parking offences and 2 voluntary penalties under other by-laws.
'1,051 complaints were received and
investigated. 'Two fires were attended.
'There were 30 liquor cases and the
R.C.M.P. report the liquor situation
under control.
'Sixty articles were lost, 37 articles
found.
'There were 37 bicycles stolen and 17
recovered.
'The R.C.M.P. logged 12,470 miles
during the month.
'195 persons were arrested and
lodged under the Intoxicated Persons
Detention Act. There were 47 traffic
accidents involving property damage
over $200 and four injury causing accidents. 129 charges were laid under the
Highway Traffic Act. Five thefts of
motor vehicles were reported.
'Eleven persons were charged with
impaired driving. Three people were
charged with the illegal use of drugs.
'There were 33 break and entries, six
thefts over $200, 50 thefts under $200,
10 fraud charges, 30 persons charged
under the Manitoba Liquor Control
Act and 66 minor Criminal Code
offences. There were 3 indecent
assaults and 17 assaults.
'Fourteen charges were laid for dangerous and careless driving.'
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Although not officially formed until 1974, the
activities of the Shriners go back to the middle
sixties when the local nobles of the Khartum
Temple were part of the 'North of the fifty-third'
Shrine Club. In those early years, the Shriners in
Thompson, ranging in number from two to eight,
set the groundwork for the new club. Hanneford's Circus was brought to town in 1969 and
the Walt Disney Fantasy Show in 1970. They
made visits to the Thompson General Hospital's
children's ward on Christmas Day in conjunction
with Mystery Lodge A.F. & A.M. and Santa
Claus. At the official founding of the Thompson
Shriners in 1974, under the authority of
Illustrious Potentate Roy Brown, Noble Blair
Ledger became the Charter President with
twenty-one charter members in attendance.
Thompson's Y.W.C.A. was the focal point of
a visit by a national committee as the first stop in
it's planned tour to study the standards of various Y's across Canada. The study was to cover
five areas in particular; membership, leadership,
finance and administration, programmes and
services and the community.
Other Thompson organizations were making
their names known nationally. In October, a
team representing Thompson Youth Bowling
Council were the bronze-medal winners of the
Y.B.C. Nationals Girls' Team competition in
Ottawa. 'In Manitoba', INCO's in-house publication, was named the best internal, fourcolour magazine by Corporate Communicators,
Canada. The editor of the magazine, Michael
Hartley, also won two special awards; one for the
best feature article and the other for the most
creative use of standard photographs. A member
of the Thompson Game and Fish Junior Rifle
Club, Ken Charlton, won the gold medal in the
Manitoba Provincial Rifle Association's threepositional shooting championship held at the
Glen Murphy Range in Winnipeg. Ken also
placed second in the prone championship.
A major fire broke out in the middle of
October; over seventy people were rendered
homeless as a blaze swept through Apartment 'B'
on Waterloo Crescent in the early morning of
sixteenth; damage was estimated at over
$120,000. As has happened since, the response
from the Thompson residents to the tragedy was
swift and almost overwhelming. A resident of the
second floor of the damaged block, Don Rose,
who had recently moved to Thompson, confessed that he had definitely been overwhelmed
by the response to the broadcast pleas for help.

Don added, "I was very surprised. This would
never happen where I came from." Mr. Rose
came from Trenton, Ontario. Anyone thinking
of moving there from Thompson? Well, you
have just been warned.
For over fifteen years, beer drinkers in
Thompson, and the North generally for longer
than that, had been paying a premium on every
bottle of beer bought. It is true that the premium
had been reduced to ten cents in 1964, but the fact
remained, that suds in the North were more
expensive than their southern counterparts.
There was, of course, a catch in the provincial
government's decision to abolish the price differential; the cost of beer was increased by eighteen
cents in the South and by eight cents in the North
of Manitoba. But Northerners had the small satisfaction of knowing that their beer prices were
now on a par with those in the rest of the
province.
The last ship of the year to leave Churchill
made its final attempt to clear Hudson Bay during the last week of October. Business had been
good at the port and the season had been
extended by about a week. It was not only grain
that was exported through the port. In 1973, for
example, two point four million pounds of nickel
started its journey to European markets by leaving the Northern shipping terminal. INCO did
well in 1974, but their successful sales record was
about to take a swift nose-dive. It was not until
1987 that deliveries of nickel would again match
those of 1974. No one considered that the end of
the nickel boom was near. What was apparent,
however, was that the cost of living was increasing apallingly.
In November, INCO turned down a request
from the Union for a cost of living increase.
Lorne Ames, for the company, pointed out that
an interim settlement of thirty-two dollars per
month had been made earlier in the year and,
although the matter was under active consideration, he did not anticipate a raise before
December. Stewards for the union pointed out
that interim pay increases had recently been
awarded at Sherritt Gordon Mines and the union
had expected INCO to follow suit. A large group
of hourly employees decided to force the issue.
The next day, November 6, many men called in
sick; neither INCO nor the Union could or would
say how many employees were involved. The next
day, Thursday, November 7, operations at INCO
were shut down entirely by a wildcat strike. It was
not until noon on the eighth that the picketers
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would let staff employees in or out of the plant.
An injunction against the picketers was sought
and came into effect on Sunday the tenth and, by
4:00, sixty to seventy percent of the workforce
had returned. The wildcat action ended on Tuesday, the twelfth when INCO and the union settled down to negotiations. By November 20,
INCO had made a firm offer to its employees;
increases were offered from thirty-four point
five to fifty-nine point five cents an hour. The
union membership voted fifty-four point six
percent in favour of accepting the proposal.
INCO was not the only organization affected by
strike action. Hudson Bay Mining and Smelting
was hit by a one day walkout by its eight hundred
hourly workers on November 18. Then, on
Wednesday, December 18, seventy city hourly
employees walked off the job demanding cost of
living increases. The employees were back at
work by the end of the week and, after negotiations lasting over the weekend, were offered, a
fifty-five dollar per month increase.
The second strike against INCO, while
important, was not the only news coming out of
Thompson in the November of 1974. Far from it!
Ted Hinchliffe, owner of the Mystery Lake
Hotel, had been elected president of the Manitoba Hotel Association. Ted was only the second
rural president; the first was George MacDonald
of Flin Flon, who was president in 1945. The
Provincial President of the Manitoba Business
and Professional Women's Clubs, Ms. Isobel
Jameson, paid a visit to the Thompson club on
November 9. Medallions, depicting the city of
Thompson crest on one side and a hockey player
on the other, were awarded to the members of the
Thompson Midget Hockey Club, winners of the
provincial 'A' Championship for the 1973-4 season. The city council decided to bid for the 1979
Canada Winter Games and, just twelve and a half
months after it was destroyed by fire, Burntwood
School was officially reopened.
December, one of the most dismal months of
the year as far as the weather is concerned and
one of the brightest and most promising months
of the year because of the festivals celebrated
during its thirty-one days, had an unexpectedly
sad and upsetting aspect in 1974. It is true that the
month started so well with the production of
'Brigadoon' by Thompson Playhouse, but it is
also true that the month started poorly with the
senseless shootings at the Thompson Zoo: three
deer, two eagles and a coyote were shot dead.
By the end of that year Thompson had lost

Dr. Blain Johnston.

some of its founding citizens: Carl Nesbitt had
left town, Gordon Beard had died, and on the
third of December Dr. Blain Johnston,
Thompson's pioneer physician, died at his home
on Hillside Crescent. Dr. Johnston graduated
from Manitoba Medical School in 1953 and practised medicine in the north of Manitoba for the
rest of his life. After three years in Snow Lake he
moved to Thompson and started the foundation
of Thompson's medical services. Dr. Johnston,
chief of staff at the Thompson General Hospital
was a founding member of the Thompson Rotary
Club. He was elected for three terms on city
council and was, at one time, deputy mayor of
the city. Blain Johnston was survived by his wife,
Joan, and their six children. Dr. Johnston's
funeral service was held at the St. Lawrence
Roman Catholic Church with United Church
Minister, Glen Thompson, officiating. Active
pallbearers for the forty-seven year-old medical
pioneer were Wint Newman, Tom Farrell, Florian Soble, John MacDougall, Tom Suchy and
Don Reimer. Blain's family requested that the
Thompson public, instead of sending flowers to
the church, donate to the Dr. J. B. Johnston
Memorial Fund which would be used to purchase
equipment for the Thompson General Hospital
extension.
Thompson was still recovering from the
shock of Dr. Johnston's death when, from England, the news was received that another
Thompson doctor, Dr. Austin J. Kelly, had died
at his home in Manchester. Dr. Kelly had been a
practitioner with the Burntwood Medical Group
for a short time and had impressed his colleagues,
co-workers and patients by his devotion and
sincerity.
Life still had to go on in spite of the double
deaths. Another Thompson institution was tak233

ing a giant step forward in the December of 1974.
At the beginning of 1973 a group of concerned
citizens had begun to investigate the needs for,
and the feasibility of, setting up a multi-cultural
centre. A board, composed of five people, was
formed in the early spring of 1973 under the name
of the Thompson Citizenship Council. A survey
in 1974, with a grant from the Secretary of State,
indicated that the community of Thompson
would, indeed, benefit from a multi-cultural
centre. Between the initial meetings, in early 1973
and the opening of the centre, English classes
were held under the auspices of the Thompson
Citizenship Council. The Y.W.C.A. provided the
facilities for these classes. In December, 1974, a
grant was received from the federal government
which made it possible to rent a building at 28
Station Road for the location of the centre. A coordinator was hired and, in February, 1975, the
centre became operational. In October, 1975, the
Thompson Citizenship council became incorporated.
The Multi-Cultural Centre's production of
'The World at Christmas' for 1973 has already
been mentioned. In addition to this project, the
centre had other, year round, functions. Lessons
were given in English and Cree as a second language. A club atmosphere was provided for
Thompson's diverse ethnic groups to drop in for
coffee and companionship. In 1980 the Centre
moved to larger facilities on the second floor at 11
Nelson Road. The information assistance provided by the center included help in completing
application forms for social services, orientation
for living in Thompson and also aid in preparing
resumes for employment opportunities. Translation services were also offered for Canadian citizens and landed immigrants with documentation
in languages other than those in official use in
Canada. By 1981 there were over six hundred
Thompsonites utilizing the Multi-Cultural Centre's facilities each month. More room was
needed. The centre moved again, and for a short
time, were residents of the new North Centre
Mall before moving to more permanent
accomodation above the Thompson Bowling
Lanes.
The start of the new year of 1975 was noted
for some memorable events. The Knights of
Columbus carried out their year old promise and
brought indoor athletics to the Thompson school
children. A special wooden floor was placed over
the ice surface in the C. A. Nesbitt Arena to
permit the holding of the event. The Knights of

Nickel Days, the Jamaican booth.

Nickel Days, the Portuguese booth.

Columbus had pursuaded some notable track
and field stars to attend this, the first such meet in
northern Manitoba. The star athletes appearing
were: Abby Hoffman, Canadian record holder
Women's 800m; Ann-Marie Davis, Manitoba
record holder for the 800m and 1500m; Bruce
Pirnie, the Canadian Shot-Putt Champion. The
indoor meet, held on January 18, began at 9:00
a.m. with the final event scheduled for 10:10 p.m.
As an added attraction for Thompson's budding
runners, Burntwood School's basement track
opened for business one week after the Knights of
Columbus meet.
There was a bad apartment fire on January
10, in the Alpine Apartment block on Cree Road.
Seven families were made homeless as fire swept
through the twelve-suite block. The fire, however distressing for those involved, had one
positive outcome; the Thompson Emergency
Committee was formed. This group had, as its
prime purpose, the co-ordinating of the various
community organizations that became involved
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dents formed a society that would attempt to
preserve and record the history of the Thompson
area. The interests of the group were quite diverse
and ranged from the building of a museum,
studying the archeology of the area, to the
recording of recent events in the City. This group
was the forerunner of the Thompson Historical
Heritage and Museum Society Inc. of to-day.
The flame was kept alight by the efforts of such
Thompson Stalwarts as Molly Robinson, Mary
Fenske, Florian Soble and Carole King until, in
the middle 1980' s the Society, like the legendary
phoenix, rose from its almost spent ashes. It
should also be recorded that it took sixteen years
to find somebody simple minded enough to
spend eighteen months writing down
Thompson's history.
The local Gideon Society, which had been
active since 1973, held its first rally on April 5
over two hundred people attended a banquet held
in the Harvest House. The national president of
the Gideons, Graham Sewer, addressed the
gathering, which included Gideons from Flin
Flon, Grand Rapids, Churchill, Cranberry Portage, The Pas and Brandon.
Some Thompson residents received a different message from the heavens than that contained in the Bibles which the Gideons donated to
the local hotel rooms. Thompson Bus Lines
driver, Michael Clarke, was returning from Pipe
Lake mine at about 4:00 a.m. on April 10, when
he and his passengers saw a weird red ball travelling towards his van. The men got out of the van
and the ball suddenly disappeared only to appear
a few moments later in another part of the sky.
"It was the weirdest thing, I can't really find
words to describe it", said Michael. He went on
to say that he had seen the Northern Lights on
very many occasions and this sighting was certainly not anything like their display. Two days
after the publication of Clarke's report, another
witness came forward; he was Matt Solonenko, a
cab driver with Nickel City Taxi. He was driving
two passengers to Cross Lake, when they, too,
were accosted by what they described as two
large, brightly lit rings in the sky. This sighting
occurred just ten minutes before Michael
Clarke's experience. No explanation was forthcoming from military or meteorological personnel and the phenomena remain a mystery to this
day.
April was a surprising month in a number of
ways INCO announced that their sales were
down appreciably over the first three months of
1975, when compared with the same period in

with large scale relief operations. Members of the
Committee represented the Red Cross, the Salvation Army, City Council and INCO.
Perhaps the fire and the forced eviction of the
seven families would not have seemed so bad if,
on the very day of the fire, Thompson had not
been the recipient of the first real blizzard of the
winter.
Dr. Blain Johnston's name was in the news
again in January. A by-election was called to fill
the vacancy left by the doctor's untimely death
and, in appreciation of his service to the City of
Thompson, Carl Goddard, the chairman of the
hospital board, announced that the new
Thompson General Hospital extension would be
called the Blain Johnston Memorial Wing. The
new wing was officially opened on May 28,1975,
when Mayor Tom Farrell and IN CO General
Manager Wint Newman unveiled a plaque which
read:
'This wing of the Hospital is named
in the memory of Dr. J. Blain Johnston
in recognition of his outstanding service to this institution, the City of
Thompson and Northern Manitoba.'
The death of Dr. Johnston created a vacant
seat on the city council which was contested by
six candidates. Don Stone was elected, but, the
turnout was pathetic, even by Thompson's standards, only twelve and one quarter percent bothered to cast their ballots. Political pundits were
left wondering if, at some time in the not too
distant future, Thompson would achieve a zero
percent turnout for a municipal election.
There were some notable Thompson beginnings in the first few months of 1975. The first of
the six trailers donated to the C.A.M.R. by
INCO was opened. This trailer housed a handicapped nursery class. Many Thompson residents
before and since have wondered why Thompson,
with a relatively small population, would have
such a comprehensive care centre for the handicapped. The answer to that question is of course
obvious, if one considers that Thompson is the
centre of and the unofficial capital of northern
Manitoba. The alternative for northern residents
would be the Manitoba School in Portage la
Prairie which is too distant from the North to be
feasible. The facilities offered in Thompson, in
theory, enable the persons attending classes in
Thompson to remain in closer contact with their
families and their communities.
In March a group of about thirty-five resi235

1974, Manitoba Parks Branch passed out the
good news that there would be a daily charge for
the use of the Paint Lake facilities, the rates
would be one dollar per day per vehicle or a five
dollar seasonal charge. The Thompson Hawks
hit the headlines; they were in the national finals
for the Canadian Intermediate Double 'A'
Championship. The Hawks were playing a fivegame series against the Moncton Bears from New
Brunswick; all five games were scheduled to be
played in the New Brunswick city. The Hawks
lost the first two games by scores of five to four
and six to zero before trouncing the Bears ten to
one in the third game. But, the Hawks had shot
their bolt; they lost the next game by a score of 4
to one. The Bears took the Hardy Cup three
games to one.
In April, too, Karen Somers finally granted
the press an interview. Karen was reluctant to
give interviews solely because of the fact that she
was the first female R.C.M.P. officer in
Thompson. But, the public had a right to know
and so, at the end of April, some seven weeks
after her northern posting, Karen's photograph
appeared on the front pages of the local newspapers.
A face was appearing regularly on the front,
back and inside pages of the papers, appearing,
in fact, wherever its owner could get the publicity
he needed. The face belonged to Don Laubman.
It was his job to spearhead the Thompson
application to hold the 1979 Canada Winter
Games. Don spent almost every day urging
Thompsonites to "Boost the Bid" by donating
one dollar to the Games Committee and asking
businesses to contribute twenty-five dollars to
become games 'Sponsors'. The decision on the

location of the 1979 Games was to be decided in
the January of 1976 by a select committee nominated by the federal government. The committee
visited Thompson in December and were
impressed with the facilities offered for the anticipated two thousand athletes. Mayor Tom Farrell
pronounced himself pleased with the way the
Committee had handled itself in Thompson and
considered that things looked promising for
Thompson with respect to hosting games.
In order to host the Winter Games,
Thompson had to have an indoor swimming
pool. Incentive at last! Vying with reports of the
Thompson committee for the games were reports
of the standing of Thompson's swimming pool.
The city, it would seem from the papers of the
day, could talk about nothing other than these
two items for the rest of the year. The contractor
for the pool was to be our old friends, Malcolm
Construction. Sod was turned on October 23 for
the Norplex Pool. The ceremonies were interrupted by the noisy motor of a front end loader
which competed successfully with the speeches
marking the start of the project. The wayward
engine was eventually silenced, but whether this
was due to the efforts of the city's Superintendent
ofPubIic Works, or Don Laubman, or the president of Malcolm Construction, or Tom Farrell,
or merely because the machine ran out of gas,
was a moot point.
The tourist season in Thompson started well
and the promise shown in the early weeks was
maintained through the summer months. One
large troup of tourists to visit Thompson was due
to a spinoff from the Wally Byam Airstream
Rally held at Brandon. A group of one hundred
twenty-eight caravans for a total of two hundred
people, made the trip up Highway No. 6 to
Thompson. The city received one thousand two
hundred dollars for allowing the group to camp
on the recreation centre grounds, but spent close
to two thousand dollars in providing sewage
facilities for the campers and hosting a supper for
them. The arithmetic was not so one sided as it
may appear from these facts; the Tourism and
Convention Association of Manitoba calculated
that approximately $700,000 was spent by the
caravan tourists in Northern Manitoba.
May ended on a somewhat dismal note as the
nursing staff of the Thompson General Hospital
staged a strike. The nurses 'booked off' sick on
Friday, May 23 in order to show their disgust at
the disparity in the pay scales between Flin Flon,
Gillam and Thompson. In the two other centres,

Sod turning for the Norplex Pool, 1975. Tom Farrell and Don
Laubman, chairman of the '79 Winter Games bid.
Thompson Citizen.
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the starting salary for nurses was nine hundred
seventy to nine hundred ninety dollars per
month, in Thompson it was seven hundred fifty
dollars. The hospital had to take emergency measures; thirty-four patients were transported to
Winnipeg by air. By the time the nurses and
hospital administration agreed to a thirty day
cooling-off period, the number of patients in the
one hundred twenty-five bed hospital had
dwindled to eighteen adults and six newborn
babies.
June witnessed the start of another hockey
club in Thompson. A group of citizens, headed
by Dave Crockett, succeeded in obtaining a
Manitoba Junior Hockey League franchise for
the city. The new team, the eleventh entry into
the league, was to be called the Thompson King
Miners; the Nickel Days Corporation having
given permission for the use of the registered
name of the symbol of their annual summer
competition. The hockey King Miners made their
debut on September 27, losing their first game to
the Selkirk Steelers by a score of five to two. The
next day, the King Miners chalked up their first
victory; they beat the same Steelers by a score of
eight to seven in overtime.
The owners of the King Miner name, the
Nickel Days Corporation, were making their own
headlines in June; they set up a display in Winnipeg's Polo Park in an attempt to woo some
southern money to the northern festival. From
the increase in tourists in 1975, who can say that
the journey and the display were in vain?
Two Thompson men made sure that any
tourists wandering this far north would at least
know where they were. Volker Beckmann and
Don Berthlette erected a 'Welcome to
Thompson' sign at the southern town limits on
Provincial Road No. 391. The Department of
Highways did not think much of the sign, they
called it "superfluous"; the department considered its own tiny, brown and white sign adequate
notice of the approach to Manitoba's third
largest city. City council were asked to ensure
that the sign was removed. There was not too
much discussion on the topic; everyone liked the
new sign. Commented Mayor Farrell, "The sign
stays and I pity the Department of Highways if it
tried to take on the City of Thompson."
June, 1975 saw the closing of Thompson's one
remaining nightclub, the Headframe. The Headframe was closed when its liquor licence was
suspended because the percentage of food sales
did not equal the percentage of liquor sales. The

management had tried; they had been known to
turn prospective drinking customers away from a
lounge that still had many empty seats because
there were not enough people ordering food.
However, in spite of a referendum that overwhelmingly approved the issuing of a Cabaret
licence to the establishment, the Liquor Control
Commission refused to issue such a licence. At
1:00 a.m. on June 22, 1975, just eleven and onehalf months after its opening, the Headframe
closed. By a strange quirk of circumstance, as the
Headframe closed, another establishment
opened. Steve and Dorothy Samu opened up the
Sasagiu Rapids Lodge on the same weekend that
witnessed the demise of the Headframe. The
Lodge, some forty-eight miles (eighty kms.)
south of Thompson on Provincial Road 391 consisted of a coffee shop, a forty-two seat dining
room, a cocktail lounge, and a meeting room, as
well as ten completed motel units. A grocery store
and gift shop, and a parking lot were still under
construction at the time of the opening.
Other buildings were being planned in the
summer of 1975. In July the provincial government called for tenders for the six million dollar
Provincial Building to be erected between the
Legion hall and the Steel Centre, which had been
completed in 1972. Work began on the actual
construction in October, with the official sod
turning by Russell Doern, Minister of Public
Works, taking place on the sixth of that month.
At the end of June, Thompson saw a sight that
had not been seen in town since 1972; Bianchini
Construction began several new houses in the
Oxford Bay area of Eastwood. Romano
Bianchini said that the buildings were progressing quite well but, the wet weather had held 'up
construction to some extent. He went on to say
that he planned to build more homes in the area;
the only limiting factor was the availability of
mortgages. August brought more buildings news.
In the Burntwood subdivision, a number of
houses with wooden basements were started; a
first for Thompson. These basements were guaranteed for fifty years, which is more than could
be said for the purchasers. August also drew to a
close a perennial discussion of a building in
Thompson too. The 'A' frame building, that in
1971 had been temporarily situated between the
Brad Building and the Professional Building, was
moved. City council had been bickering since the
'A' frame unit was placed on its temporary site,
unable to agree as to which location they would
permit for the permanent resting place of the
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structure. At last 'A' frame was hauled on a flat
bed trailer to the industrial subdivision and
placed next to Campbell North Ltd. Thompson
was certainly in want of construction news in the
middle of 1975. Housing was very hard to come
by and the occupancy rates of the apartment
blocks approached one hundred percent.
Two dentists did not seem to mind the tight
housing situation in town. Thompson was in
desperate need of dental services. Anna Denby
had been charged with the task of finding suitable
candidates for the city. Dr. Simmons, who was
working in Portage la Prairie, agreed to move to
Dr. Hoe's position with the Thompson Dental
Clinic. Dr. Michael O'Brien, from Ireland, also
expressed his intention of starting a practice in
Thompson before the end of the year.
A heroic deed received due recognition in
August. Warren Carl Ross of Thompson was
awarded a certificate for his part in rescuing three
people from the Burntwood River on May 10,
1974. Warren earned his Royal Canadian
Humane Association award for launching his
canoe into the river in an attempt to rescue four
people, whose boat had capsized in the rapids.
On his first search, Warren located and brought
to shore Gary Dumas and David Castel; on his
second foray he found David Glen Cook floating
in the water. After hauling David Cook ashore,
Warren was able to revive the man by applying
artificial respiration. On subsequent tours of the
area, he was unable to find Shirley Verna Cook
who drowned. The police report is worth quoting, it states:

Gordon Wade and Don Stone, who were elected
to executive positions with the Manitoba Parks
and Recreation Association. Murray Carey,
who, with his partner, Heather Tesluck, won the
gold medal for the Novice Dance competition in
the Manitoba Sectional Figure Skating Championships and Harvey Hanson, who was elected
president of the Norman Regional Development
Corporation.
Harvey Hanson was in the news again in
October; he successfully retained his position on
the city council. Other successful candidates were
Ken MacMaster, Richard Whidden and newcomer Adrien De Groot.
The year of 1975 was passing on a note of
optimism, a new bus service was started. The
public as well as Thompson Bus Lines hoped it
was a case of 'third time lucky'. Thompson's bid
for the 1979 Canada Winter Games was still outstanding. But there were also storm clouds
gathering on the horizon. The sales of nickel were
dropping. In four short years INCO had gone
from boom to bust to boom, and was now on a
slippery slope that would eventually see the nickel
giant teeter on the brink of bankruptcy. What
concerned the Thompson residents at the end of
1975, was that retail clerks at the Shop Easy
stores and both Safeway stores, were on strike.
Many angry words were exchanged on the subject
of the right to strike versus holding the residents
of Thompson up to blackmail, but it was all to no
avail. The retail clerks, like the nurses, post office
workers and IN CO hourly workers exercised
their democratic right to withhold their labour.
To hell with the resentment that the action bred
amongst their fellow citizens!

'Warren Ross was solely responsible
for saving the lives of Castel, Dumas
and Cook ... the rescue was hampered
by darkness, extremely cold water and
treacherous currents in water up to 60
feet deep.
Under these conditions, with only
the use of a small canoe and motor, it is
deemed to be nothing short of a miracle
that Mr. Ross was able to locate the
three persons, let alone get them to
shore.'

The strike actions in 1975 were all symptomatic of the troubles that would soon to be
apparent in the economy of the western world.
Inflation was eating at the wages and salaries of
workers everywhere. Soon, rising prices would
cause a down turn in demand for consumer
goods, and when that happened, Thompson
would really feel the pinch. This new city, with its
single industry, would need all the character it
had developed during its nineteen year existence,
to survive the tough years ahead, to survive the
depression and ensure that, like Chaucer's
bucket, Thompson would, once more, rise to the
surface.

The presentation to Warren Ross was made
by the Lieutenant Governor, W. J. McKeag, at
Government House in Winnipeg.
Other Thompson names in the news included
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN
The Great Depression
Though the day of my destiny's over,
And the star of my fate hath declined.
George Noel Gordon, Lord Byron,
'Stanzas to Augusta'
It is true of the human race generally that
misfortune is never anticipated fully.
Thompson's decline could have been forecast
but, even with the cyclical nature of the nickel
market, a depression of a number of years in
nickel demand was unheard of, historically. It is
also true of the human race that it strives, always,
to overcome adversity and thus achieves greatness. Thompson and its people had a great deal
of adversity to overcome between the years of
1976-87. As 1988 approached, Thompsonites
were able to look back on the lean years with
some pride. Thompson was tested and met the
challenge; the population dwindled, then began
to increase; government services to the North
were centered around the northern city and the
hopes of those residents who, seemingly defying
the odds, had thrown their lots in the scrub and
bush and muskeg of Northern Manitoba, were
fulfilled.
Back in 1976, there was still a feeling of
bounce, excitement and freshness about the city;
house prices peaked during the year, optimism
abounded and, on the surface, the city did,
indeed, appear to have everything going for it.
The retail food clerks strike was settled after
seven weeks; the National President of the Canadian Chamber of Commerce, Gerald E. Pearson,
addressed the Thompson group; Ngaire Clarke
was chosen to play in the International Peace
Gardens' 1976 Tour Band, Ngaire had been a bass
clarinetist with the R. D. Parker Symphonic
Band for the previous three years; Northern
enthusiast Volker Beckmann was appointed
regional consultant of the Nor-Man Tourist and
Convention Association; Stu Carey was elected
to the city council in a poll that saw fifteen point
eight percent of the electorate casting their ballots (up from the turnout for the main council
elections in October, 1975); Marymound were
looking at Thompson as a city suitable for the
organization to set up a facility for juveniles, and

a local steering committee was formed; the council plans to set up the sole piece of highway
control that Thompson lacked, a one-way street,
were thwarted when it was found that suitable
road signs were not available (the street, running
behind the liquor store and post office had to
wait until June 15 to become officially uni-direc-

Carl' Jensen First
•
Little Okimow Inner

Carl Jensen, winner of the first Little Okimow of the North title
in 1976.
Thompson Citizen.
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Wright, Molly Robinson, Don Johnson, Margaret Popoff, Brian Campbell, Vic Loewen, Glen
Thompson, Sharon Koshul, Herb Kreuger and
Tom Farrell. The concerns expressed at the meeting were that the workforce at INCO had one
hundred eighteen percent turnover in the previous twelve months and forty percent of INCO
employees had been in town for less than one
year. As a reminder to the Federal Government,
one resident pointed out that INCO paid more
tax than General Motors and, in fact, forty percent of the tax paid in Manitoba came from the
INCO operation in Thompson. From this fact
alone it was clear that the province of Manitoba
had a great deal of interest in keeping the city of
Thompson as a viable concern.
Endorsing the importance of Thompson to
the province'S economy the fortieth annual
meeting of the Manitoba Chambers of Commerce, held in Winnipeg, unanimously passed a
resolution giving the support of the chambers to
the request that the Anti-Inflation Board reconsider their roll-back of the freely negotiated contract between INCO and the union. The
Steelworkers Union itself had not been idle. On
the same day that the Manitoba Chambers were
supporting Thompson's case, a sixty-eight foot
long (21m) telegram, signed by over three thousand two hundred Thompson residents, was sent
to the House of Commons by Local 6166. In the
event, Churchill M.P., Cec Smith, was prevented
from tabling the telegram for procedural reasons
but, as if in response to the backlash from the
whole of Manitoba, the Anti-Inflation Board
promised to review their decision within a week.
The decision did not come within the week.
Four weeks elapsed before the A.LB. presented
its ruling to the anxious Thompsonites. The
intervening weeks were not, however, devoid of
incident. A protest march was held on Mayday.
The weather cooled the resolve of a good many
citizens and attendance was poor. INCO representatives met with members of the A.LB. in
Ottawa to explain the necessity of allowing the
contract with the union to remain unchallenged.
One week after its formation, the citizens' committee sent five representatives and its brief to
Ottawa for a meeting with A.LB. Chairman
Jean-Luc Pepin and other board members. The
Thompson delegation consisted of Don Cameron, Tom Farrell, Rev. Glen Thompson, Brian
Campbell and Gabriel Goupil. The Thompson
group met for over an hour and a half with the
board and the delegation was hopeful that their

tional); then the sky fell in. Mid . . :January saw the
release of the name of the city that would host the
1979 Canada Winter Games. Brandon won the
honours; no reason was given for Thompson's
rejection.
The town was still suffering from the blow to
its self-esteem, when two further pieces of news
shocked the city. The Provincial Building, still
under construction, received fifty thousand dollars damage in a fire in early February and IN CO
announced that their earnings for 1975 were
under two hundred million dollars compared
with three hundred million dollars for 1974. It
was with these news items and talking points in
people's minds that the Kinsmen's Winter Carnival took place. Okimow of the North was Walter Koshel; but the closest competition was in a
new contest, Little Okimow of the North, where
fifteen year old Thompson resident, Carl Jensen,
defeated his friend, Terry Korman, in a Raven
Calling event after the two boys had tied in the
regular competition. The news around town by
the end of February seemed brighter. INCO and
the Steelworkers had reached a negotiated agreement which proved to be acceptable to seventy
percent of the union membership; but that was
only the start of a story that was to continue
throughout the year. Feelings ran high, contracts
were broken and laws bent. The events were the
story of the year.
When a city's major employer and the union
representing its main workforce reach a wage and
benefits settlement agreeable to both sides, there
is a tendency for the city to feel, perhaps, a little
euphoric and certainly to feel smug. Subsequent
happenings were soon to replace these feelings
with ones of resentment and anger. The year was
1976, not a spectacular year, but the year of the
Anti-Inflation Board. It was this government
body that stepped in and rolled back the agreement between company and union. Union President Blake McGrath reported to the union
membership that, in his view, he had no alternative but to terminate the agreement that the
company and the union had worked so hard to
reach. At membership meetings, the union's rank
and file members agreed and the negotiated settlement with INCO was effectively torn up.
Towards the end of April, a meeting was called in
the Legion Hall. There the six hundred interested
citizens agreed to send a deputation to Ottawa to
present a brief to the board. Nominated to a
steering committee to prepare a brief and arrange
for the trip to Ottawa were: Don Cameron, Grant
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recommendations together with those from the
union and INCO would carry enough weight to
have the original contract settlement restored.
The brief presented by the Citizen's Committee described the effects on the community of the
two previous events which had caused turmoil in
Thompson. The brief is worth quoting:

It took the community three years to
recover its stability.
'In the 1971 cutback, our population
dropped from twenty-two thousand to
seventeen thousand in a matter of
months. Married people left to be
replaced by single men who took no
interest in the community. School populations dropped dramatically, leaving
unused school facilities at great public
expense. Thompson's 1970 school pop- .
ulation was 4,537; by 1975, it was still
slightly below this figure.
'As a result of the 1971 slowdown,
seventy-seven houses and four hundred seventy-three apartment units
were repossessed or returned voluntarily to C.M.H.C. Families that were
able to sell their homes did so at losses
up to five thousand dollars per unit.
This created hardship for hundreds of
families that came here, saved their
money, and had years of hard work
wiped out overnight.
'OUR PUBLIC MEETING
HEARD SPEAKER AFTER
SPEAKER EXPRESS FEARS THAT
THE PRESENT UNSETTLED
ATMOSPHERE DUE TO THE
WAGE NEGOTIATIONS; THE
POSSIBILITY OF A STRIKE JUNE 1;
AND THE VERY REAL AND MORE
HARMFUL PROSPECT OF
MINERS SEEKING BETTER PAYING JOBS IN OTHER MINES
WOULD CAUSE A REPEAT PERFORMANCE IN THE COMMUNITY
FOR THE THIRD TIME IN ITS FIFTEEN
YEAR
HISTORY.
RECRUITERS HAVE BEEN HERE
OFFERING HIGHER WAGES AND
ADVERTISEMENTS FOR WORKMEN IN OTHER PARTS OF CANADA APPEAR DAILY OFFERING
HIGHER WAGES THAN THOSE
PAID LOCALLY.'
After describing the services offered by
Thompson to the rest of Northern Manitoba and
requesting the A.LB. to reconsider its previous,
controversial, decision, the brief concluded:

'Following the traumatic effect of
three months of wage negotiations, the
shock impact of the Anti-Inflation
Board decision has already become
apparent in the community. Families,
in increasing numbers, are leaving the
city. If the decision is not reversed to
the satisfaction of local workmen,
what is now a stream will become a
flood. Already high vacancy rates have
developed in local apartments; quits at
IN CO are considerably above normal;
retail sales are off drastically; home
sales have dropped sharply; and the
number of homes listed for sale has
risen dramatically.
'ON TWO PREVIOUS OCCASIONS, IN THE 1964 GENERAL
STRIKE AT INCO AND IN THE 1971
TWENTY PER CENT CUTBACK IN
PRODUCTION, OUR COMMUNITY SUFFERED SHARP SETBACKS IN ITS PATTERN OF
DEVELOPMENT.
'In the 1964 general strike at INCO,
the 'Thompson Citizen' recorded the
near hysteria as, the day after the strike
was called, hundreds vied for seats on
the train heading out of town. Seventeen hundred and sixty people of all
ages left in the first three days of the
strike. The Steelworkers had approximately eighteen hundred members at
the beginning of the twenty-eight-day
strike, when it was over, four hundred
members were left in Thompson. Hundreds of people lost the savings of four
to six years of work. Homes were practically given away, repossessed or
abandoned. Debts were unpaid and
families left the community never to
return. They were replaced by hundreds of single men with little or no
community interest. Being single, they
stayed only a little while and moved on.

'Please consider that we in
Thompson live under conditions
immeasurably different from commu241

nities in Ontario. Here, INCO experiences a 118 percent annual turnover
rate; in Sudbury, INCO's operation
experiences a six point seven percent
annual turnover rate. Those of us who
have decided to try to make Thompson
our home have everything invested
here. Our life savings are tied up in our
homes or our small businesses; and, if
the roll-back is not repealed, the
exodus will start again. What we have
worked so hard for will be down the
drain and we are afraid that so will
most of us be. We doubt that any more
than a handful will be able to face
trying to build a community when it
seems those governing us are so far
away they cannot see, or do not care to
see, what they are doing to us.'
The Anti-Inflation Board's ruling was made
public at the end of May, they decided to allow
the INCO workforce a fourteen point nine percent increase for the first year of the three year
contract. The original INCO offer had been
eighteen point nine percent, the original A.LB.
roll-back was to twelve point nine percent. The
two percent increase permitted by the board was
not enough for the union leadership who urged
the membership to vote for strike action in a
ballot to be held on May 29. Both outgoing
Steelworker president, Blake McGrath, and
president elect, Dick Martin, promoted the idea
of Thompson's INCO workers being in a position to 'spearhead' a national protest against the
Anti-Inflation Board. The vote was for a strike.
INCO immediately sent representation to file
an appeal with the Manitoba Labour Relations
Board for permission to prosecute Local 6166 for
violation of section 81.1 of the Labour Relations
Act. The INCO brief cited certain irregularities in
the manner in which the strike ballot was held.
The same concerns prompted a group of union
members to petition their executive to hold a
second, legal, ballot. Over twelve hundred names
and badge numbers appeared on the petition but
the union executive refused to accept the document.
Picket lines were set up and access to the plant
was restricted as from midnight on May 31. A
new name entered the discussions. Premier Ed
Schreyer sent a telegram to Local 6166 on the
afternoon of June 1, requesting that strike action
be postponed until June 15 in order that further
discussions between all interested parties could

The 1976 strike of Local 6166 against the Anti-Inflation
Board.
Thompson Citizen.

be carried out. The union membership decided to
accede to the premier'S request and, after impassioned pleas to dissident picketers from president
Dick Martin, access to the plant site was restored
for all employees.
The discussions were a long time in coming. A
three-man investigation team arrived in
Thompson, from the Anti-Inflation Board, on
June 13. Len Stevens, area supervisor of the
Steelworkers, Dick Martin and INCO President
Wint Newman met with Federal Finance Minister, Donald MacDonald on the same day. Also
included in the list of discussions should be the
meeting between Premier Schreyer and Prime
Minister Trudeau who were both attending the
Provincial Premiers' Conference in Ottawa. In
the light of all this activity, INCO asked the
union to extend the fifteen day postponement of
the strike. The union refused. Picket lines were
again set up at midnight on June 15.
Another player entered the game. Donald
Tansey, administrator of the federal government's anti-inflation legislation, arrived in
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tion of wage control legislation to our
operations.
'We regret very much that this issue
has been forced upon you and upon us.
However, we wish to confirm that
operations are scheduled for October
14, and to remind you of your obligation to work your regularly scheduled
shift on that day.'

Thompson on the morning of June 16. After
holding meetings with his three-man investigative team, Mr. Tansey planned to talk with representatives of the Steelworkers and INCO. The
A.LB. team left town on June 18 and on the
twenty-third of that month, announced the
results of their findings. In a vote held on June 27
the Steelworkers membership voted 1,126 for
acceptance and ninety-seven against acceptance
of the A.LB. team's proposals. In May the union
executive had advised against accepting the three
yearly increments of fourteen point nine percent,
eight percent and six percent. In June, the executive advised acceptance of the deal of three yearly
increments of fifteen percent, nine point eight
percent and six percent. Work resumed at the
plantsite and Thompson breathed easily again for a while.
It was no surprise that the Canadian Congress
of Labour did not approve of the workings of the
Anti-Inflation Board. The congress went so far
as to call for a work stoppage by its affiliated
unions on October 14. Where did Local 6166 fit in
to this scheme? Had they not already held their
protest for two weeks in June? Wint Newman
sent a letter to all union members at the INCO
plant, in part, the letter stated:

The letter may have stated INCO's beliefs and
position very clearly but it cut no ice with the
union. The strike was called and no one went to
work that day.
And still the Anti-Inflation Board episode
was not over. On October 20, thirteen union
employees, who had taken part in the October
National Day of Protest, received written reprimands from their supervisors. The reasons for
this action were stated in the letters as:
'your involvement in a suspension of
work which occurred on October 14.
Interviewed, instructed and placed in
Step 4 of the Misconduct Program.'
Morry Brown, head of Public Relations at
INCO, stated that the company was also taking
steps to attempt to recover losses resulting from
the stoppage of October 14. A letter from INCO
to Dick Martin stated that, as far as the company
was concerned:

'A work stoppage on October 14
would be a violation of our collective
agreement. However strongly one may
feel about a particular law, an illegal
strike is not the appropriate way to
express disagreement with the Government or to attempt to change the law.
We are also concerned that the proposal of the Canadian Congress of
Labour places the direct consequences
of such an illegal act on the employees,
the union and the company, rather
than the government, and creates
unnecessary difficulties in our mutual
objective of steadily improving our
own working relations in Thompson
'The company believes that the views
of employees and other citizens on the
subject of wage and price controls can
be registered effectively by protest
actions that do not involve illegal work
stoppages and the resulting loss of
wages, disruptions and costs. A work
stoppage is particularly inappropriate
in Thompson in the light of the events
of earlier this year concerning applica-

'you declared, authorized and
engaged in a suspension of work on
October 14. The company claims from
you losses, costs, damages of that suspension of work.'
The amount of the losses was not made public. Commented Dick Martin, "The grievance
will likely go to arbitration." It did go to arbitration. It went further; it went to the Supreme
Court of Canada. INCO's position was endorsed
by that august body and damages of ten thousand
dollars assessed. The union paid the fine. The
money went to charity.
The IN CO/union/ A.LB. news may have
filled the newspapers and other media in 1976 but
there was, of course, other news. In March, the
month that witnessed the beginnings of the
A.LB. affair, the Thompson weather office
opened for business. Weatherman, Glen Bond,
got off on the wrong foot; Thompsonites would
have been more eager to show him more respect if
1976 had been a decent year, as far as the weather
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was concerned. Glen's first monthly summary
from his office at the airport showed that March
was bitterly cold and that ten record minimum
temperatures were broken or tied in the first three
weeks of the month. The striking INCO workers,
in June, faced typical weather conditions and, in
mid-August, the children were delighted to be
able to build snowmen before they had to return
to school from their summer holidays. "How,"
wondered bemused Thompson residents, "did
we ever manage before the weather office
opened?"
The 'good news' / 'bad news' nature of 1976
teeter-tottered through the spring. The Wescana
Group decided not to build a hotel at the INCO
crossroads but the C.T.V. network promised to
begin broadcasts to Thompson by May 1. Also
promised for May were thirty-four townhouse
units for the Eastwood subdivision. In midAugust it was announced that the units would be
ready for occupancy "soon". The Thompson
Hawks were again the Manitoba-Saskatchewan
Double 'A' Champions but, this year, they did
not advance further. Prince George defeated the
Hawks for the Edmonton Journal Cup, the trophy for hockey supremacy in the western
provinces. Thompson hosted Provincial Archery
Championships in April, but also in that month a
fire at 33 Severn Crescent caused damage estimated at two hundred fifty thousand dollars. The
building housed the Nova Lift Company, Norman Glass, Woodland Builders and Luxury Living. The fire started in the Nova Lift portion of
the building, when a welding spark ignited some
gasoline and the resulting flare-up set fire to the
polyurethane insulation on the roof of the build-

ing. The news of the first blood donor clinic to be
held at the INCO plant-site in the May of 1976
vied for newspaper space with the reports of
vandalism at R. D. Parker Collegiate causing ten
thousand dollars damage, mostly in window
breakages.
See-saw, see-saw. Reversing a decision made
earlier in the year, Thompson City Council
allowed the C. A. Nesbitt Arena to be used for a
rock concert. May 31 saw the group 'Chilliwack'
and their back-up group 'The Deluxe Chance
Band' perform for almost one thousand eager
rock fans. This concert, a first for Thompson,
was the last stop on a tour that encompassed
Humbolt, Moose Jaw, Regina and Estevan in
Saskatchewan and Winnipeg and Thompson in
Manitoba.
While INCO and the Steelworkers were locking horns over the postponement of the June
strike, INCO were unveiling a plaque commem-

First Blood Donor Clinic at the INCO plantsite. INCO
employee Frank McLean, on the far bed, gave his first pint of
blood in 1940.
INCO.

The plaque on the diamond drill rig at the entry to the
plantsite, 1976.
Graham Buckingham.
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summer. The Thompson Zoo opened for its seventh season with additional animals. C.B.C.
announced another TV channel for Thompson
- in French. Thompson teachers were dissatisfied. Although they did not withhold their
labour, almost two hundred of the two hundred
twenty teachers employed in town demonstrated
outside the school board offices on June 25 at
8:00 a.m. The demonstrators were there again
during the lunch hour and after school was over.
The teachers were frustrated with the actions of
the school board who, in the view of the teachers,
had not made a real effort to resolve contract
difficulties that had been outstanding for several
months. The teachers were also protesting that
the school board had not followed fair and reasonable methods of discipline, transfer and promotion of teachers. The demonstration was
necessary as a show of support for the Thompson
Teachers' Association executive and negotiating
committee and to show the school board that the
teachers had had enough of the board's 'cavalier'
attitude. Contract negotiations had been proceding for seven months and, for the previous six
months, Thompson's teachers had been working
without a contract.
The teachers were having their problems, so
too were travellers and road builders to the
north-east of town. Minago Contractors, who
were responsible for the construction of the first
sixteen miles of the gravel road from Highway
391 up to Moak Lake, were having trouble with
'unauthorized' vehicles cutting up the road; this
in spite of the fact that the end of the road had
huge signs posted reading 'Road under construction - open to construction vehicles only.' A
spokesman for Minago reported that he would be
meeting with Department of Highway officials in
a few days to attempt to find a satisfactory solution to the problem. The solution, when it came,
was definitely unsatisfactory to travellers along
the road. The road over the Odei River was
washed out. The contractors at this point, Fenwick Contractors, reported that the road to the
bridge was impassable. The heavy rains that had
impeded construction for the previous couple of
weeks had taken their toll. After the Odei Bridge,
the road was planned to continue to Split Lake
where a barge would ferry vehicles across the lake
in order for them to be able to complete their
journey, by road, to Gillam.
There was construction news, too, in town.
Malcolm Construction had undertaken the
building of a one hundred ten thousand dollar

Diamond drill rig, erected in 1976 to commemorate the twentieth anniversary of the founding of the mine and townsites.
Graham Buckingham.

orating the discovery of nickel in the area. On
June 8, the INCO Board of Directors watched as
Ralph D. Parker uncovered a nickel-stainless
steel plaque attached to a diamond drill rig at the
site of the discovery hole. Board chairman, L.
Edward Grubb, spoke to the onlookers and
pointed out that 1976 was the twentieth anniversary of the founding of Thompson. Mr. Grubb
went on to comment that it was only fitting that
Ralph Parker should be the man who unveiled
the plaque. "It is largely through the foresight,
courage and determination of Mr. Parker that
Thompson became a reality," said Chairman
Grubb.
Ralph Parker was given a plaque similar to
the one that he had unveiled on the drill rig. The
wording on both reads:
'This diamond drill rig, situated
above the collar of the first hole to
intersect the Thompson Mine orebody,
is typical of those used by geologists
and drill crews between 1946 and 1956
when INCO Limited explored and
drilled for minerals in Northern Manitoba. On February 4, 1956, geologists
noted mineralization in the drill core
from this hole. Additional drilling soon
confirmed an extensive deposit and a
mine was born. This discovery led to
the development of the present nickel
mining and processing complex and the
community of Thompson.'
The diamond drill rig and its plaque remain
on the approach road to the plantside as a tourist
attraction.
The news kept pouring in during that busy
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Other people did not share Cheryl's enjoyment of winter, or rather they did not enjoy the
ways in which other people enjoyed winter.
Complaints were received by City Council concerning the operation of snowmobiles within the
city's limits. The council promised to draft a
suitable by-law to deal with this problem. In
December, a deputation led by Bruce Elder, and
emanating from the Thompson Snowmobile
Club, protested the 'overly prohibitive' plans
that the city had made for the new by-law. The
councillors responded that they were having to
legislate for the irresponsible snowmobile operators and, presumably, not those who had taken
the time to appear to discuss their complaints
with the council. While the aldermen were still
convinced that something had to be done to curb
the irresponsible element, they agreed to seek a
satisfactory compromise solution with the
serious snowmobilers.
Another winter sport has been only briefly
mentioned so far but it was one of the earliest
sports to be organized in the community. The
Thompson Figure Skating Club received Club
Probationary Membership from the Canadian
Figure Skating Association in the 1966-67 season.
In October, 1967, the club was granted regular
membership in the association, the senior club
professional was Beverly Steven ton who was
assisted by Mrs. Brazier.
The purpose of the club was to encourage the
instruction, practise and advancement of the
members in all types of figure skating based on
the policies, rules and regulations of the Canadian Figure Skating Association. Membership of
active skaters averaged between two hundred and
two hundred fifty per year from the club's inception. Many of these skaters have advanced to
Regional, Inter-Regional and Provincial Competitions and a few have been fortunate enough
to qualify for Divisional Championships. Several
skaters, who had their early training in
Thompson, have advanced to national and even
international levels.
In September, 1976, the Figure Skating Club
was living up to its purpose and, as in other years,
the club made sure that its members received full
press coverage for their exploits. Singled out for
an article in the local paper was Kathy Swierstra
who, in September, was to attend the Canadian
Figure Skating Association seminar in Brandon.
From figures on ice to figures on land: Molly
Straw opened her own Molly Straw School of
Dance. Molly, who had been teaching ballet in

dental clinic on Commercial Place. This clinic
was scheduled to open in November. The Norplex Pool was progressing well but the area in
which it was located had received a name change.
Instead of the subdivision being called Burntwood South, it was to be known as the Manasan
subdivision from August, 1976, in perpetuity.
With all the talk of doom and gloom that was
flying around in 1976, the reader might think that
no-one would ever dream of coming to
Thompson during that year; but there were still
new arrivals. Cheryl Buckingham (with the CH in
her name pronounced hard as in CHurCH) was
one such arrival. Cheryl now looks back on her
first impressions, as a seven year old, on coming
to Thompson.
"I remember meeting my next door neighbour, a girl who was six years old who was called
Cheryl Pankratz. I recall thinking that
Thompson must be all right if there was someone
here my age who had the same name (even if she
couldn't pronounce it properly). I loved the size
of Thompson and its layout; it was open like my
village in England, East Leake; not like London
or Nottingham or Winnipeg. We had lived for
two years in Medicine Hat, Alberta, right on the
prairies. Up in Thompson I could smell the trees
(in Medicine Hat they'd kill for trees like ours)
and there was no 'smoglike' smell that I knew
from larger cities.
"In Thompson, we lived next door to Westwood School. This meant that our house yard
sort of extended into the schoolyard where I
played marbles in the summer and enjoyed snow
fights in the winter. In those days I learned to
love the winters; I still do. I particularly loved
playing in the snow with my friends; the only
thing I hated was ice-caked mittens.
"Hallowe'en was a different experience. It
was even better with snow on the ground. At
Christmas the lights around the houses looked
like my idea of Fairyland; in February the icesculptures were great and, being on the school
grounds, they looked as if they were in MY yard.
I liked the snow; I even liked the cold, because
they made the summers seem so much better. It
was terrific to be so wonderfully hot in summer
and, as a budding entrepreneur, I made some
summer money with my lemonade stands.
"I think the thing that I like most about
Thompson is the fact that it is so far away from
anywhere else and, as a kid, I thought that was a
great basis for all kinds of imaginary adventures. "
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There was some new work afoot in the
Thompson area in November. Manitoba Hydro,
as part of their mitigation work project for the
Thompson area, instructed Wildwood Construction to begin work on the relocation of the seaplane bases on the north side of the Burntwood
River. It was not until December 16 that the
months of negotiations between the Thompson
City Council and Manitoba Hydro concluded
with an agreement. In brief, Hydro assumed the
responsibility of preserving and maintaining the
banks of the river within the boundaries of the
city and also within the boundaries of any land
acquired by the city as compensation. The agreement stated that the amount of compensation to
be paid to the city for serviced land in the Manasan subdivision, lost as a result of flooding,
would be paid at the rate of one hundred dollars
per frontage foot. Mayor Farrell pointed out that
the compensation would be about two hundred
fifty thousand dollars which was, he thought,
"an equitable figure."
In December, the twentieth anniversary of the
signing of the agreement that started the community of Thompson, passed by without comment
in the city although, later in the month, there
were signs that the community was, again, looking to the future. Lawrence Whitehead, president
of the Manitoba Indian Brotherhood, officially
opened that body's Thompson office in Evergreen Place. "I want to start a new year with the
hope of making a breakthrough in communications between Indians and non-Indians," he
said; then continued, "Indian people must work
together with non-Indians to bring about the
changes they desire. It is time to decide for ourselves what direction we are going to take and try
to point our objectives to the non-native community. Through this office, the Manitoba
Indian Brotherhood has a voice in Thompson
and, possibly, some politicians will listen to our
demands and comply with them." Mr. Whitehead concluded his speech by saying that he could
not compromise the fact that he was an Indian
and proud of his heritage.
The year ended with one more piece of news
that made long time Thompson residents think
that they were experiencing a re-run of a former
news item. Nineteen-seventy-six was a census
year. Statistics Canada informed the city that its
official population was 17,162. This number
showed a slight discrepancy from the numbers
the city was using which were derived from the
Health Services Commission. The population

Thompson for five years for the Keewatin Community College, planned to teach ballet and tap
dancing to boys and girls between the ages of
three and fourteen. In other arts related news, the
Aurora Singers released their first record album
as September drew to a close. The profits from
the sale of the record were to go towards funding
to enable the choir to travel to the International
Eisteddfod in Llangollen, North Wales, in 1977.
The end of September also witnessed the
death, in an automobile accident, of Ralph
Broatch. An avid sports fan and participant,
Ralph was a linesman for the Thompson Hawks
and King Miners, a referee for the minor hockey
system and a promotor of good sportsmanship in
both hockey and lacrosse. In lieu of flowers,
relatives requested that money be donated to a
Ralph Broatch Memorial Fund which would be
used to promote minor hockey in town.
The city was receiving a new look in the early
fall. A massive tree planting programme was
undertaken on the central boulevards of
Thompson Drive and also on Goldeye Crescent
and around City Hall. Public Works superintendent, Sam Hubley, commented that, regrettably,
the mortality rate of the trees would be about
forty percent, with much of the damage being
caused by public abuse. Perhaps the vandalism to
the trees and the costs of replacing them
explained why the city increased the price of
residential lots from eighty dollars per frontage
foot to one hundred twenty dollars during the
month of September. The increase in land prices
did not bother the Elks; their hall was already
built and, in September, Henry Chung, Grand
Exalted Ruler of the Elks Club, dedicated the
new edifice on Cree Road.
The final three months of 1976 showed some
new news stories but also, there was a sprinkling
of re-hashed stories that could have been written
about any of the previous ten years. Kevin
Campbell and Pat Babulic, students at R. D.
Parker Collegiate, placed well in the Manitoba
Secondary Schools Athletic Association's
Provincial Championships held at Cranberry
Portage. They finished first and third respectively in the six thousand metre (3.6 mile) cross
country run. Coach for the Thompson team was
Pat's father, Mike Babulic. The 'newness' of this
item contrasted sharply with the re-running of
the perpetual Thompson October story of the
council elections. Apathy was again rampant as
Bob Myers and Charlie Schifano were elected to
the two vacant seats on the council.
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was that the existing support facilities were not
reaching rape victims or the prey of sexual offenders. It was felt that a specialized service, geared
not only to crisis support and intervention, but
also to education, was essential to the city.
In April, 1977, a workshop on rape was held.
The response to this workshop was overwhelming. A steering committee was formed at the end
of the workshop to prepare for the foundation of
a centre. A Canada Works grant was applied for
and, in December 1977, funding was granted for
one year. The Thompson Women's Crisis Centre
officially opened its doors on January 2, 1978,
and immediately began to maintain a twentyfour hour crisis line.
During the first year of operation, it became
apparent that reports of battered women far
exceeded those of sexual assault victims. When
the needs of the community were studied in the
fall of 1978, plans were made to change the focus
of the centre to encompass all persons, male and
female; hence the name change to the Thompson
Crisis Centre.
Thompson was experiencing a strange phenomenon, strange to Thompson that is; there
were some people who were becoming elderly.
Leslie Chapman writes:
'In 1976 some of the people who
worked in the Department of Health
and Community Services and the City
Recreation Department identified an
increasing number of elderly persons
within Thompson and the surrounding
region. This number was small in comparison to other urban centres; however, these few elderly persons commanded some public attention. These
people were faced with some disabilities, were often dependent on families and felt isolated from their own
generation. After calling a few planning meetings, it was obvious that
senior citizens usually speak their own
minds, have life experiences to share
and want to carryon active and meaningful lives. In Thompson, seniors
needed a community focal point and
needed a resource specific to older persons.
'Meetings began in the Multi-Culture Centre
at 28 Station Rd. in January, 1977. The activities
and services which emanated from this group
enhanced the dignity of the older persons, and
supported their independence and community

according to these figures was 21,997 persons.
Statistics Canada did, however, admit to an
error; their first guess at Thompson's population
was 17 ,083 but, after a 'thorough check of all
documents' this number was increased by seventy-nine. City Council was once more, embroiled in an argument concerning the federal grants
just as they had been when the results of the
previous census had been released in 1971.
Once again, it was New Year time and new
beginning time. The Thompson Dental Clinic
opened its doors for business with Mick O'Brien
in charge; the Thompson Diabetic Association
was formed with Paul Harman as acting president; the Ma-mow-we-tak Centre was pleased to
announce that the renovations to its buildings
were nearing completion and Arctic Broadcasting of Flin Flon made public its intention of
buying C.H.T.M. Radio. The agreement
between the City of Thompson and Manitoba
Hydro was signed, but there was one closing
announced during the month of January. The
Y.W.C.A. booth in the City Centre Mall was
closed due to the lack of volunteer support to
keep it manned (or womanned or personned).
February and March saw many new beginnings in town and one ominous closure nearby.
City Council set up a taxi board to look after the
administration of this necessary service; the Mamow-we-tak Centre was opened by Indian spiritual leader Philip Deer; the new provincial
building opened for its first occupant, Jerry
Skene of the Department of Public Works; the
City of Thompson announced that any further
expansion of the city would be on the south side
of the Burntwood River and the Y.W.C.A. booth
in the City Centre Mall received a few more
months of life thanks to the work of a special 'Y'
committee, under the chairmanship of Diana
Reid. The closure was that of Manibridge Mine
near Wabowden. Falconbridge Nickel mines, the
operators of Manibridge, said that the mine,
which employed one hundred ninety-four persons and had been operating since 1971, had just
"run out of ore."
Another organization had been suggested
and, in the spring of 1977, the seeds were sown.
The need for a service directed towards the victims of sexual assault was brought to the attention of the community by the Thompson
Detachment of the R.C.M.P. in the November of
1976. In February, 1977, a meeting was held with
representatives of counselling agencies and the
local distress-line centre. The general consensus
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February 10, 1978 with representatives of the
federal and provincial governments, city council,
Multi-Culture Centre, Health and Social Development, the recreation department, along with
the mayor and volunteers attending the ribbon
cutting.
'The facility was now open Wednesday
7:00-10:30 p.m., Saturday 7:00-11:00 p.m., and
at other times as needed. There were business
meetings, nights of crafts and games; there were
programs on health, nutrition; opportunities for
learning and sharing; there were programs for
swimming, bingo, bowling; there were Senior
Olympics, visiting seniors groups, trips (with flat
tires) to Sasagiu, Paint and Moak lakes; there
were programs for information and referral and
work on housing problems. Groups of students
from the Katimavik Program helped paint and
refurbish the building. They helped in programming. Mary Fenske, and Leslie Chapman gave
freely of their time to support the efforts of the
seniors.
'These seniors faced many challenges but
continued to be responsible citizens and influence
their own destiny. They were members of the
Manitoba Senior Citizens' Provincial Council
formed in June, 1978.
'Because of the rising costs, the decision to
move to a room in the Recreation Department
was made in 1978-9.'
Since their inception, the Northern Lights
Friendship Group have travelled, participated in
crafts, helped the Thompson Historical Society
with several projects (including this book) and
undertaken many services for other seniors
groups from out of town and for community
groups within Thompson.
Two events were scheduled to happen in the
early months of 1977 and did not. The first was
the opening of the Norplex Pool. There had been
several delays in the construction of the pool.
Council eventually decided that something definite should be done with regard to an opening
date. The Thompson Citizen takes up the story:

Seniors at the Northern Lights Friendship Group. Audrey
Beaton, Vi Bray, Doreen Wade and visitors.
Thompson Citizen.

Seniors quilting to Boost the Bid for the Northern Games.

involvement. By September, 1977 a New Horizons Grant had been applied for and received.
The program reflected the interests and needs of
the people involved and consisted of education,
recreation, advocacy, leadership development,
resource information, health, nutrition, legal
services and personal counselling. There was
work for everyone and many training and volunteer opportunities for Thompson citizens.
'The name chosen for the group was the
"Northern Lights Friendship Group". Weekly
meetings were held. It was decided that, with
New Horizon funding, they would lease their
own building at 27 Station Road. There was
provision for minimal capital budget for furnishing and equipment. The Grand Opening was

'City Council has passed a resolution
establishing May 30 as the opening date
for the new Norplex Swimming Pool.
'The resolution is council's first
attempt to set a definite opening date
for the pool originally scheduled to
open last December. Construction
delays, including problems with the
aluminum bulkhead which will be used
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to divide the pool into sections, have
pushed completion of the pool almost
five months behind the scheduled completion date.
'Alderman Anna Denby commented
that "although Gord (Gordon Wade,
the Pool Manager) has qualms about
setting a date, we have to have something to strive towards. I hope the
majority of wrinkles will be ironed out
by May 30."
'Alderman Harvey Hanson said that
establishing an opening date will give
the staff at the pool a deadline to shoot
for. "This should speed up training,
and the hiring of lifeguards for the
pool", he said.
'Alderman Bob Myers was clearly
impatient to get the pool opened. "I
said it two weeks ago and I'm not going
to say it again. It's about time the pool
opened, whether it's for four hours a
day or for eight hours a day."
'Two aldermen voted against the
resolution establishing May 30 as the
opening date for the pool, Alderman
Stuart Carey and Alderman Adrien
DeGroot.
'Aderman Carey described the question of establishing a definite opening
date as "hypothetical" and questioned
the wisdom of council in trying to set
such a date.'

The Norplex Pool in 1987.
Graham Buckingham.

announced that neither of the tenders from
Thompson Bus Lines was acceptable to the city
and that there would be a delay in the provision
of a bus service to the city until further tenders
were received and voted on by the council. Tenders were received from four companies from outside Thompson; by the beginning of Mayall four
tenders were rejected. The delay in providing the
bus service began to stretch past the four week
period originally planned by the council. The
moratorium on the bus service looked to lengthen
indefinitely, when members of the council
expressed doubt as to whether Thompson residents actually wanted a regular bus service.
Alderman Schifano was angered at the comments made by his fellow aldermen; he immediately began to circulate a petition among
Thompson residents calling for the resumption
of the buses. Council decided to test the citizenry.
At the time of the municipal elections, in
October, a referendum was included on the need
for a bus service in town. The Thompson public
voted two to one in favour of such a service. In
December the city council returned to their original starting point and announced their intention
of once more calling for tenders for a city-wide
transit system. The year of 1977, as far as the
development of a bus service, ended just the same
as it began, with council calling for tenders.
Alderman Schifano was in trouble in May for
commenting that city council were "fools" for
rejecting a recommendation by Senior Northern
Planner Don Pearson and deciding to go ahead
with a thirty-two - lot development scheme for
Goldeye Crescent. In the first ever move of its
kind in Thompson, city council passed a motion
of censure on Alderman Schifano. The censure
motion was passed unanimously; Alderman

Wise or not, the date was chosen and, in the
first week of business, the Norplex Pool saw over
five hundred Thompsonites visit its facilities. The
arguments back and forth in the council chambers and in the local press about the costs for the
use of the pool were forgotten and forgiven as
Thompson enjoyed its latest play thing.
The resolution to open the pool on May 30
proved to be a success. What a pity that the
resolution, reported in the Thompson Citizen of
February 17, 1977, did not meet with the same
success. The February resolution (which passed,
incidently) called for a ban on smoking in the
council chambers.
The second event which Thompson residents
thought was scheduled for the start of the year
was the start of a regular bus service in town.
That was not to be, either. The first hint that
there would be no transit service in Thompson
came, fittingly, on All Fools' Day. Mayor Farrell
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Charlie Schifano joining his fellow aldermen in
his own condemnation.
May saw more important events than the
machinations of city council. Approximately
seven hundred people were evacuated from
Nelson House in the early hours of Sunday, May
15, when a bush fire threatened to destroy the
community. Rain, cooling temperatures and the
hard work of the fifty firefighters helped to contain the blaze and the Nelson House residents
were able to return to their homes on Monday,
May 16. The men of Nelson House stayed in the
community to help fight the fire, while the
women, children and the elderly were evacuated
to Thompson, by means of cars, buses and taxis.
The evacuees were lodged in Westwood School,
R. D. Parker Collegiate and the recreation centre. Hundreds of Thompsonites donated
blankets, mattresses, clothing, food and time to
help the refugees. Bedding was supplied by the
City of Thompson and the Polaris Apartments,
the Thompson General Hospital and Crawley &
McCracken donated large amounts of food. The
Thompson C. B. Club was largely responsible for
transporting clothing and other necessary items
from private citizens to the evacuees. Buses for
the evacuation were supplied by Ken Thiessen
and Grey Goose. Sam Hubley acted as coordinator for the Thompson end of the evacuation and he praised the support given by the
School District, the R.C.M.P. and the citizens
and businesses of Thompson as "fantastic."
It seemed, the day after the evacuation, that
everyone was pleased with the way the evacuation
was organized. The Manitoba Indian Brotherhood and the Manitoba Metis Federation also
praised the Thompson response to the emergency. Thompson had every reason to be proud
of their efforts, until the next day.
The Thompson Citizen reported the reaction
of other centres to the Northern Manitoba emergency:
'At last night's council meeting,
members of City Council reacted
strongly to television news reports
which have suggested that the evacuation of the residents of Nelson House
during the weekend was an over-reaction to the situation.
'The reports appeared on 24 Hours
from Winnipeg C.B.C. and on C.K.Y.
television in Winnipeg. The C.B.C.
National News last night at 11:00 p.m.
also carried the story, which said the

government officials in Manitoba were
trying to figure out why seven hundred
people were evacuated to Thompson
when orders were given to only evacuate the three families in immediate
danger from the fire.
'The story, accompanied by film
shots of the fire and the evacuees in
Thompson, also included an interview
with Harvey Bostrum, Minister of
Renewable Resources and Transportation, in which he stated that the evacuation was done "with the best of
intentions" and that "no heads will
roll" .
'At the council meeting, Alderman
Whidden, after commending the
Superintendent of Public Works, Sam
Hubley, for his effort during the evacuation, said that "the C.B.C. has the
story wrong and the government has
the story wrong."
"'A serious situation existed," he
told council, "and the people in this
community responded in a very open
and generous way."
'Alderman Harvey Hanson attacked
the two Winnipeg television stations
for what he called' 'stupid and ignorant
reporting. "
, "Everyone can be very smart after
the evacuation was finished," he said.
"I would like to have seen them (the
television reporters) on the fire line on
Saturday night. I hold them directly
responsible. It almost looks like they
verified garbage from the same source.
I don't know if they got their information from the government; wherever
they got their information from, it was
wrong. Nelson Linklater would not
have come to thank this Council if it
had not been a serious situation,"
Alderman Hanson concluded, referring to the earlier appearance before
council by the Chief of Nelson House
thanking the city for helping his community.
'The other aldermen, Bob Myers,
Adrien DeGroot and Charlie Schifano,
and the deputy mayor, Don MacLean,
who was acting mayor during the evacuation, all supported the city's actions
during the weekend.
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'Sam Hubley strongly defended his
part in the evacuation.
'''I do not regret any decision I
made," he told council. "They can
deny or exaggerate any facts they wish.
I presented nothing but the facts, but
the press was not using the figures I
supplied. "
'Mr. Hubley cited the figure of fifty
buses used for the evacuation as an
example of inaccurate reporting by the
Winnipeg television stations. Only
eight buses were used in the evacuation,
five from Thompson Bus Lines and
three from Grey Goose. Last night on
the National News, the C.B.C. said
that twelve buses were being used for
the evacuation.
"'I feel quite good about the whole
thing," the Superintendent of Public
Works concluded.'

tion. The association included all types of water
activities such as competitive swimming, life saving, water ski training, scuba diving and diving.
The first chairman of the association was Al
Williams. Al had more than twenty-five years
experience as a diving coach and had officiated at
diving competitions in every European country
as well as the United States and Canada. In the
United Kingdom he had coached the British diving teams for the Olympic Games and he was also
on the advisory committee of the World Diving
Coaches Association. It is not surprising that,
with a coach such as Al Williams available,
Thompson soon began to develop a number of
first-class divers, but their story will come later.
The month of June was the month when the
Thompson City Council played 'good guy', 'bad
guy' with the electorate. On the credit side, the
council sent representations to the Minister of
Highways demanding that immediate repairs be
carried out to Highway 391 which appeared to be
disintegrating daily. On the debit side of things
the council decided not to hold any Canada Day
celebrations for the national day. It was left to
former mayor, Brian Campbell, to provide
something different to commemorate the holiday. Brian's company, Campbell North, provided fireworks for a small display to be held
during the night of Canada Day. Said Brian,
"We are doing this as a gesture of goodwill to
some good neighbours."
The real bad guys during the month of June,
however, were the employees of Statistics Canada. They announced their final, uncontestable
figures for the Thompson population as of June
1, 1976. The number was 17,291. This was an
increase on their second incontrovertible 'guesstimate' of 17,162, which was itself more than the
first definite figure of 17 ,083. Best estimates from
Thompson put Statistics Canada figures too low
by about five thousand souls and, unlike the
government numbers, this figure of underestimation, by about five thousand, did not vary.
It was ladies to the fore in July, 1977. On July
2 the nurses at Thompson General Hospital came
out on strike; their main grievance was that they
were required to work fourteen twelve-hour
shifts in a four week period. Nurses in Gillam and
Dauphin were required to work thirteen twelvehour shifts in four weeks and, elsewhere in the
province, it was normal for nurses to work twelve
twelve-hour shifts and two eight-hour shifts in
four weeks. In all cases the salary for the four
week period was identical. Thompson's nurses

Sam Hubley had every right to "feel quite
good", he had done a fine job. The residents of
Nelson House were indeed lucky that their emergency was answered by a man as competent as
Sam Hubley and a city as compassionate as
Thompson. It was a very good job that the people
living in Nelson House did not have to rely on
help from those critics who lived five hundred
miles by road and several light years away in
understanding of the dangers of Northern living.
Thompson appeared to have received a
reward for the good works associated with the
support for Nelson House when, later in the
month, the provincial government announced
plans to spend $350,000 to extend the access road
into the Paint Lake Provincial Park by a further
two miles. The road would service cottage lots
which were, at that time, isolated and some of the
money would be used to build boat ramps and a
parking lot. A fifty thousand dollar expenditure
was approved for the construction of access
roads on both sides of the Footprint River and
approval was given to a project to spend twenty
thousand dollars to build a four tenths mile
access road into Troy Lake, about thirty miles
from Thompson on the Gillam Road. A parking
lot and boat ramp were also included in this
project.
Never mind water sports outdoors, what
about year round water activities indoors?
Thompson's Norplex Pool users organized
themselves into the Thompson Aquatic Associa252

The Aurora Singers at the International Eisteddfod in Llangollen, Wales, 1977. Front row: Linda Garvey, Candace Stobbe, Lynn
Whidden, Gaye Grant, Carol Mansfield, Cheryl Reickman, Valerie Wilson, Agnes Epp. Second row: Myrna Friesen, Diane
George, Bebe Buckingham, Marg Rochelle, Lorraine Beer, Diane Loewen, Marnie Wright, Gloria Anderson. Back row: Sally
Thompson, Ester Hansen, Betty Neufeld, Judy Olmstead, Karen MacEachern, Marilyn Redekop (director), Helen Olsen,
Bridget Sinclair, Helen Mcivor, Joyce Gittins, Marla McConnell.

went back to work after it was agreed that,
although there would be no cut in their hours,
they would be paid overtime as compensation for
the extra hours worked.
Another group of Thompson women made
news in July. The Aurora Singers made their
planned trip to Wales to sing in the International
Eisteddfod in Llangollen. The choir were treated
royally by their Welsh hosts and thoroughly
enjoyed the competition. Choir Director Marilyn
Redekop and member Sally Thompson were
chosen to represent the Auroras and be presented
to Princess Anne. The visit of the Princess to the
Eisteddfod caused some embarrassment to one
member of the choir. The alto, who wishes to
remain nameless, dropped her suitcase in order to
take a close-up photograph of the royal visitor.
When the singer returned for her luggage, she
found that it, and the surrounding area, had been
roped off by the police who suspected that the
case contained a bomb and had been planted by
the IRA or the Free Welsh Army. Luckily, the
meeting with the Princess and the incident with
the bomb disposal squad did not deter the
Thompson choir from producing one of its finest

performances and they placed sixth in their category.
While the Aurora Singers were visiting Wales,
Thompson played host, unwillingly, to another
group. The visitors were army worms that had
travelled to Manitoba on southerly winds from
Minnesota. The worms ate everything green;
lawns were set back by about four weeks after the
infestation had been in town for only ten days.
Thompson gardeners sprayed and were, for
once, thankful for Thompson's cold winters. The
army worms did not come equipped for a winter
campaign and, so the experts said, would be
obliterated by the severity of the northern winter.
Thompson was developing in August; both
the School District of Mystery Lake and Manitoba Telephones decided to expand their facilities and work on the new premises began during
that month. Volker Beckmann was in the news.
The designer won awards for two of the seven
designs that he entered in Creativity 77, a competition sponsored by Art Direction Publishers
of New York City. Volker's winning entries were
a letterhead for the Northern Manitoba Winter
Car Rally and a logo for Canadian Tire. Winning
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The Candlelight Coffeehouse may have
reopened for another season at the close of September, but the news of the year-old group's
resurgence was put into a shadow by what some
people considered more important events.
October was coming. It was election time again.
To add to the fun for 1977, there was a
provincial election just fifteen days before the
municipal one. As an added threat, there had
been changes to the Manitoba Municipal Act and
all council seats and all school board seats were
up for grabs. There was a catch though,
Thompsonites would not be able to carry out
their favourite pastime (not voting in municipal
elections) for another three years.
The provincial election saw Tory Ken MacMaster defeat incumbent Ken Dillen (N.D.P.)
and Oliver Monkman (Liberal). The municipal
elections looked to be more interesting. Tom
Farrell had decided to call it quits and not run for
mayor. When the polls were counted the results
showed that Don MacLean was the new city
mayor defeating Anna Denby and Don Bagozzi
for that position. Elected to council were (in
order of number of votes received) Bev Sawicki,
Robert Mayer, Lyle Walsh, Al Richardson, Lou
Hudson, Earl Simmonds and Adrien DeGroot.
For the new school board the voters chose (once
again in order of votes received) Patricia Phillips,
Carl Goddard, Lloyd Abrey, Robert Kirkwood,
Gary McMillan, Bob Pitt and Carl Marcinyshyn.
The turnout was, for Thompson, a respectable
thirty-two percent. Voters may have had good
reasons to stay away from the ballot boxes this
time; the Lions Fitness Trail was newly opened,
the Norplex Pool had received the mixed blessing
of an official opening by INCO President Wint
Newman and soon-to-be-ex-Premier Ed
Schreyer and Carl Goddard had put together a
slide show of one hundred fifty pictures depicting
the nineteen year history of Thompson. This
photographic record went under the title of
'From Muskeg to Metropolis' and proved very
popular at its first showing and on the many
occasions since that it has been shown.
There was another reason, too, why
Thompson residents might not have voted in the
municipal elections; they may have left town by
the time the elections rolled around. There had
been rumours all year concerning the poor showing of nickel on the metal markets. House prices
in Thompson had dropped alarmingly from their
1976 peaks. In October, INCO broke the bad
news to the stunned populace; six hundred fifty

this contest had a surprise spinoff; Volker was
invited, in October, to attend a dinner with
Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip in Ottawa.
Another Thompson resident, Bounce Weir, the
Manager of Thompson Airport, was also
requested to attend the function. Bounce thought
that his invitation could have come because of his
work on the Thompson Citizenship Council; but
it could also have been due to the fact that,
several years before, he had flown with the prince
on a wilderness vacation in Canada's north.

Kate Bell performing at the Candlelight Coffee House.

Rauli Pohjolainen Singing and playing at the Coffee House.
Rauli's surname is rather apt for this part of the world, it is
Finnish for' Northerner'.
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jobs were to be cut in Thompson by mid-1978.
The breakdown of the cuts was to be five hundred fifty jobs and one hundred staff positions.
On November 9, fifteen staff were released and
one hundred thirty other staff members were
given the choice of taking less well paying positions or leaving the company. On November 21,
City Council established a committee 'for the
purpose of overcoming or softening the impact
of the INCa cutback as related to the local
economy.' On December 20, a report by Senior
Planner Don Pearson was issued. This report was
prepared with information gleaned from the
Municipal Planning Branch, the Department of
Education's Focus Programme, INCa, the
Department of Health and Social Development,
Canada Employment and Immigration,
Thompson Chamber of Commerce and the
School District of Mystery Lake. The impact
study predicted
I) an increase in overall home vacancy rate to
twenty-three point three percent by late 1978
from the 1977 rate of five point eight percent.
II) an apartment vacancy rate as high as
thirty-two point three percent.
III) a twenty-three percent drop in house
prices by late 1978.
IV) no drop in the 1977 rental rates.
V) an end to the construction of new housing.
There was another prediction; the Thompson
population would drop as low as 17,300 by late
1978 - but the official population was only
17,291 anyway. The study caused a great deal of
pessimism and confusion among the citizens of
Thompson who wondered if the money that the
council had paid for the work could have been
put to better use. The further news in December
that Falconbridge were also laying off employees
came as a grim reminder to Thompson that the
situation was indeed very serious.
Of course, life carried on even if there was a
marked lack of enthusiasm in town. City Council
voted to help the Ski Club build a new access road
to the ski hill from the Gillam Road, then passed
a by-law prohibiting the use of snowmobiles
between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.
and on school property. Thompson's ten thousand telephones obtained full access to North
America's Direct Distance Dialling from
December 1. Although Thompson had been on
the D.D.D. since 1970, the city had not been able
to call other northern Manitoba centres. With the
installation of new equipment in the Manitoba
Telephones building, this situation had been rec-

tified. Plans were released detailing the extension
to Thompson's Centennial Library; it was
expected that the work on this project would start
as soon as the condition of the ground would
permit.
Fire dominated the news as 1977 drew to a
close. On November 28 a fire in a house at the
Thompson City dump claimed the lives of four
members of the Danielson family. Sixteen-yearold Laurie James Danielson escaped the blaze by
scrambling through a window. As if this tragedy
were not enough for one year, fire struck again at
the end of December. A garage on Caribou Road
was completely destroyed on December 22. Only
the prompt action of the Fire Department prevented the house being gutted, too, and, on
December 26 a cottage at Paint Lake was also
completely devastated before firemen could stop
the course of the blaze. These fire incidents
brought the mixed year that was 1977 to an end
and a curious, hesitant and anxious Thompson
population wondered what change in their fortunes the next year would bring.
The years 1977 and 1978 saw a good many
stop-go, or more accurately, go-stop projects in
Thompson. There was the Northern Manitoba
Car Rally for which Volker Beckmann had
designed his prize-winning letterhead; this event
was postponed for one year and then forgotten
about completely. There was the Thompson
Massage Parlour that flourished for a few weeks
in 1977 and then disappeared, never to be heard
of again. There was the Lions' Club's idea of
collecting scrap newspapers and sending truck
loads to Winnipeg for sale to dealers; the good
idea floundered when the price of newsprint
drastically declined. Then there was the idea of
forming a Thompson militia, permission from
the federal government denied. The King Miners
withdrew from the league before the season was
over and had to consider the financial commitment for the 1978-9 season. Inter Universities
North had their programmes cancelled, then
brought back, albeit in a very limited form, a few
weeks later. The city's Job Creation Committee
made all the right noises, came up with some
good ideas but then was put to pasture before
1978 was over. The list is a long one but there was
another list which, although shorter, had a more
important effect on Thompson.
This shorter list was one of organizations who
were laying off employees. INCa had announced
their cut-backs in 1977. In 1978 they announced a
two week summer shut down. The newly elected
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Provincial Government, wanting to show that
they were serious about cutting the costs of the
Civil Service, cut forty-three jobs in Thompson.
In April, 1978, Thompson General Hospital
reported that they would be trimming seventeen
point five staff from their employ. Hospital
employees were worried that they may be the
'point five' staff person cut. Everything was
down in 1978, even the turnout to fill the school
board seat vacated by Patricia Phillips set an all
time Thompson low of eight point one percent.
Fran Wellock was elected. Two more things came
down that year, thirteen point one centimetres of
snow at Easter and two inches of rain on July 24.
There were also some items of good news. A
bus service for Eastwood school children going to
R. D. Parker Collegiate was started. City Council
denounced this service as illegal but, in line with
the results of the October 1977 referendum,
announced that the tender for a bus service provided by Thompson Bus Lines (the only tender
submitted) was the successful one. The regular
service was due to start in March, just one year
after the same service had been discontinued.
Thompson's schools received new playground
equipment; the heavy, sturdy, log and metal
structures proved immediate successes with the
children and have proved to be almost indestructible over the years. The Aurora Singers again
won top honours in the Winnipeg Music Festival
and the R. D. Parker Stage Band made an excellent showing in the Assiniboine Optimists' Club
Band Festival held in Winnipeg in February.
A survey was carried out among the
Thompson businesses in late 1977 and early 1978
in order to find out what impact the INCO cutbacks had had on the community. The results of
the survey showed that the severe action by INCO
had had a worse effect on the Thompson business
community than had been forecast by the Municipal Planning Branch in December of 1977. The
December study had anticipated a loss in business
of between ten and twenty percent; the survey
covered six areas of business in the city and
discovered the following facts. The financial sector, real estate, insurance and banking, showed a
drop in business of between fifty and seventyfive percent. Retail trade had dropped between
nineteen and thirty-one percent, construction
was down twenty-five to fifty percent and travel
and light entertainment agencies indicated a loss
of zero to nine percent. The transportation business indicated no decline over the period of the
survey, however, if business volumes of

November and December 1977 were compared
with the volumes of the same period for 1976,
then a drop of twenty-one to twenty-five percent
was apparent. Over the same time period, hotels
had witnessed a drop of fifteen to twenty percent
in business. The decline inflicted on the city's
business community was mirrored in the fall in
the school population in September, 1978, when
three hundred seventy-five fewer students were
registered than in September, 1977. The reluctance of Thompsonites to spend money was
reflected in the celebrations for Canada Day,
1978. City Council gave permission to Brian
Campbell to organize another firework display
- but that was all. No money was set aside for
festivities; there was no money available.
There were attempts to brighten the rather
colourless lives of Thompsonites. The Thompson
Citizen published its first full-colour photograph
on February 10, this picture showed the flourpacking event in the 1977 Kinsmen Winter Carnival. The Citizen's second full-colour photograph was published on October 31, 1978, and
showed a family about to start 'trick or treating'
for Hallowe'en. Another colourful item, the
mural in the Steel Centre's Gordon Crawford
room, was in the news when its painter, Rosa
Rojas, originally from Chile, left Thompson for
Saskatoon.
There were visitors to town, even in the middle of such a 'down' year. At the beginning of
February a two-day mines safety seminar was
held in the Legion Hall. The first speaker at the
seminar was Norma Price, Minister of Labour in
Manitoba. Wilf Hudson, staff representative for
the United Steelworkers of America, also
addressed the opening session. Wilf called for the
establishment of a royal commission of inquiry
into safety and health in the mining industry. He
went on to say that there were no figures available to show how many lives were lost or shortened because of an unhealthy work environment,
but there were figures that showed that eighteen
people were killed in mining accidents in Manitoba in 1976 and 1977. It was also a fact that two
hundred fifty-nine people were killed in accidents in mines in Canada in the ten-year period
between 1964 and 1973.
Needless to say, a royal commission was not
set up to study safety and health in the mining or
any other industry. The provincial government
did, however, live up to one of its election promises and send a senior civil servant to Thompson.
Dale Stewart was named as an Assistant Deputy
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Minister of both the Department of Northern
Affairs and the Department of Renewable
Resources. Mr. Stewart's brief was to co-ordinate the services available from both government
departments. Not to be outdone, the Steelworkers also created a new job in town. In May,
Jim Sanders was appointed as the Steelworker
Social Worker for a three year term. This project
was designed to demonstrate that people working
in an industrial environment could benefit from
the use of social work interventive skills and
fll;nding was provided by the National Welfare
Grants, Health and Welfare Canada. While the
type of services offered by the project had been
used in Europe and the United States with some
success, the programme in Canada was still considered highly experimental.
The fact that Thompson now had a viable
swiming pool caused the Lions' Club in
Thompson a small amount of embarrassment.
This service club had spent the years 1972-1974
actively raising money for an indoor pool for the
city. The money collected through individual
donations and a door-to-door canvass totalled
$21,926. Neil Bergen, president of the Thompson
Swimming Pool Incorporated, presented the
Lions' cheque to Gord Smith, the City SecretaryTreasurer with the request that the monies be
used for office equipment and pool equipment
for the Norplex Pool. In early October, a Universal Gymnasium was added to the facilities of the
Norplex Pool but there were still some problems
with the pool itself. In May, a year after the pool
had opened, city council agreed to hold back the
final payments to the architects, Plotkin and
Buchwald, until design faults had been rectified.
More bad news for swimmers, just four days
after the opening of the gym in the pool area, the
pool was drained when it was discovered that a
chromium compound had been added to the
water instead of the intended calcium chloride
which was a routine additive to the purification
process equipment.
Although the month of April, 1978, saw the
closing of five apartment blocks in town, the year
witnessed a number of new ventures, too. The
Thompson Bible Chapel was officially dedicated
in a ceremony on May 21. The dedication service
was the climax of two years of hard work on the
part of the congregation; the entire building was
erected utilizing volunteer work. The new chapel
had a capacity of three hundred persons and over
two hundred fifty were present at the opening
services. Doctor J. Jackson was able to fly in

from Winnipeg in order to carry out a number of
minor ear operations on Thompson school children. These operations were made possible
through the purchase by Thompson General
Hospital, of an operating microscope. The Burntwood Curling Club was able to finance a new
building and work began in the early summer.
Also in June, a house, built by students from R.
D. Parker Collegiate, was nearing completion.
The students were part of the vocational education programme and built the house, under the
direction of Ken Smith, their programme director, to make up for the lack of shop facilities in
the school district. No more houses would be
erected by students however; during 1978 a vocational education building was erected behind the
school board offices. In July, city council gave
the third reading to a by-law that not only converted all Thompson road signs to metric speeds
and distances but also introduced new fifteen
mile-an-hour (2Skm/hour) speed limits in areas
of Eastwood, where the high density of apartment blocks made the streets extremely busy. The
Thompson Credit Union went on the move from
the Westwood Mall to the Thompson Plaza.
Transair and Pacific Western announced their
intentions of amalgamating their operations. The
'Headframe' received permission to open its
door again in November and, in December, the
Thompson library opened its extension.
There was one other structure that made its
appearance in 1978, the sculpture outside the
Thompson Provincial Building. The work of art
was put in place, quite fittingly, on October,
Friday 13. The bright red-orange sculpture,
entitled 'Sun Catcher 6,' was created by Mike
Bigger, a fine arts teacher at the University of
Manitoba. The thing weighed about one ton and
stood eight feet (2.4m) high. The work was commissioned by the provincial government and the
'Sun Catcher 6' was worth ten thousand dollars
to Mr. Bigger. The artist commented, "people
usually shake their head when they hear of an
artist getting that kind of money, particularly
when economic conditions are not good." He
need not have worried. The Thompson population received the 'Sun Catcher 6' with the apathy
the work so richly deserved.
October was quite the month for new projects. The City of Thompson and the Thompson
Planning District announced a new campground
planned for the north side of the Burntwood
River. This new project, if approved, would cost
five hundred thousand dollars and replace the
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All this news mattered not a jot to
Thompsonites, who were stranded without a
major retail food outlet for seven weeks in the
summer of 1978. Clerks from both Safeway
stores, and from Shop Easy as well, walked the
picket lines while Thompson paid the higher
prices of the 'corner' stores. One result of the
retailers work stoppage was the formation of a
second Co-operative. As with other ventures of
this era the second co-op never really got off the
ground and faded into obscurity.
On the sports scene, the Thompson Women's
Broomball league began its second season with
four teams. This season marked the group's entry
into the Manitoba Amateur Broomball Association. The Thompson league participated in, and
hosted, the Provincial Broomball Championship, which was won by a Thompson team, the
Bravettes. They then went on to represent Manitoba in the national championships held in Val
D'Or, Quebec. Thompson played host to a
national championship in 1978; August saw the
best Bantam lacrosse teams line up for action in
the C. A. Nesbitt Arena and Arena No. Two, at
the recreation complex. The people of Thompson
must have thought that an election was being held
in the arenas because they stayed away from the
action in droves. Perhaps the reason for the small
attendance was that the Thompson team was
doing so badly; perhaps the reason was that, as a
sport, lacrosse lacks something as far as
Thompsonites are concerned. Whatever the
cause of the low turnout to watch the tournament, it did not show Thompson in a good light
as far as future national events were concerned.
Towards the end of the year several
Thompson residents made the news. Ana

Provincial Building and Suncatcher VI.
Hazel Hopkins.

The (in) famous Suncatcher VI in front of Thompson's
Provincial Building.
Hazel Hopkins.

camping sites along River Road. City Council
approved the expenditure, in 1979, of eighty
thousand dollars for a morgue in Thompson
General Hospital. The plan was welcome but the
council should have realized that letting the news
break on October 31, Hallowe'en, was not very
good publicity.
Apart from providing Thompson with its own
senior civil servant and its own piece of modern
sculpture, the provincial government had
another plan for Thompson in 1978; they
changed the Thompson Constituency into an
urban riding. Under the electoral boundary
changes the Thompson Constituency shed many
outlying poll areas. Geographically, the riding
was reduced in size but, it retained the same
population as it had before the boundary
changes. This, of course, reflected the increase in
the Thompson population as recorded in the 1976
census. Areas once included within the
Thompson Riding, such as Jenpeg, Nelson
House and Wabowden became part of the Flin
Flon Riding and Thicket Portage and Cross Lake
were added to the Rupertsland Riding.

The Recreation Complex: left to right, Burntwood Curling
Club, C. A. Nesbitt Arena, offices, raquetball courts and,
behind that, the Gordon Beard Arena.
Hazel Hopkins.
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Rodriguez was awarded the Citizen of the Year
plaque by the Steelworkers for her work with the
Multi Cultural Centre. Two Thompson St. John
Ambulance Brigade members received Serving
Brother and Serving Sister Awards from the
Governor General of Canada. George Mitchell
and Jean Geary received these humanitarian
awards for their outstanding voluntary service to
the brigade. In September, School Trustee Lloyd
Abrey was in the news when he resigned his seat
because of his forthcoming move to Glenboro,
Manitoba.
The year ended with a tragedy that shook the
whole community. Four young men, Maxwell
Dwyer, Gordon Moody, Edward Roberts and
Gregory Patzer, took a four-wheel drive vehicle
for a trip along the Hydro lines north of town.
The vehicle ran out of gas and the spare gas tank
was empty. The four youths decided to walk back
to town at night and at a temperature of -42°C.
One of the party made it back to town; Gregory
Patzer survived; he was badly frost-bitten but
alive. The other three perished in their attempts.
It was not just the extent of the tragedy that
plunged the city into a state of shock, nor was it
the fact that the incident brought home to the
populace the dangers of living in a northern
community, it was the timing that stunned the
city. The bodies were recovered on Christmas
Day.
Still numbed, Thompson waited to see what
1979 would bring. Surely the nickel market would
record an upswing, surely someone, somewhere
could instil a little spirit into the dying city in
Manitoba's bleak Northlands. Things could not
get much worse, could they? Thompsonites
remembered that they had had similar thoughts
in 1977 and so waited, with a great deal of
apprehension, for the start of 1979.
As might have been expected from a community in which the major employers seemed hell
bent on reducing their numbers of workers, the
year of 1979 saw recreational groups making the
news. The Thompson Playhouse for example,
attempted something very different in 1979. Veteran Playhouse member Griff Hodge formulated
a programme whereby five professional groups
could be brought to town within a six month
period at a cost, to the theatre-going public, of
fifteen dollars for all five performances. The
groups approached were: the Tudor Singers from
Montreal; the Theatre Without Words, a mime
group from Toronto; Gerry and Ziz from Winnipeg; NDWT (Northern Delights), also from

Toronto, and Maple Sugar from Guelph,
Ontario. The package did not quite work out as
planned. Maple Sugar could not find another
community in Manitoba willing to host their
performance and so cancelled the Manitoba part
of their tour. The Playhouse managed to pursuade Fred Penner to replace the Ontario group
at short notice. The Thompson public did not
respond to the five-for-fifteen concept and the
Playhouse ended up losing a good deal of money
for their innovative idea; but that was not the
only problem that beset the Playhouse in the
early months of the new year. The musical
'You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown' was presented on March 1, then a strike by clerical and
secretarial staff at the School District caused the
School Board to close down the schools for
extra-curricular activities after the opening
night. Because of the added expenditure of readvertising the musical, the Playhouse, for the
first time in its short history, found itself with a
successful show that only just broke even financially. When the loss from the five-for-fifteen
series was added to the lack of profit from the
musical and the loss from the April drama 'The
Gingerbread Lady' it was clear that, for the next
season, Thompson Playhouse would have to
come up with a box-office hit or fold completely.
Not all arts groups suffered a season of doom
and gloom. The Kelly Waterman School of
Dance, formerly the Molly Straw School of
Dance, put on a very successful stage show at the
end of their season in May. Another group
attempting to start a folk music festival called
'Muskeg and Music' ran into a great deal of
difficulty when it was discovered that the C. A.
Nesbitt Arena had been booked on one of the
days that the festival's organizers wished to use
the facility. The festival idea folded soon after
this set back.
Sports items were talking points in the dreary
year of 1979. In skating, Shauna Tomchuk and
Alan Becken, both of Thompson, won the silver
medal at the Canada Winter Games in Brandon.
They were competing in the pairs pre-novice
dance competition. Thompson was represented
in a skating event at a much higher level.
Thompson's Murray Carey and his partner,
Lillian Heming, of Brandon, were chosen by the
Canadian Figure Skating Association to compete
in future international competitions. The first
such competition was to be the Prague Skate
competitions to be held in November, 1979, in
Czechoslovakia.
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already do", rescinded the infamous 'sports resolution' and Sunday life in Thompson returned
to normal.
In other recreational news, Thompson Zoo
announced in January that it would begin the
construction of a 'farm setting' as a part of its
attractions for 1979; the new campgrounds north
of the Burntwood River were opened by new
Premier, Sterling Lyon, on August 24; the new
library extension was officially opened ten
months after it had been in service and the Discovery Train made a stop in town. The Discovery
Train was on the second year of its five year
mission to 'seek out new civilizations, to boldly
go where no man had gone before.' The Discovery Train consisted of fourteen display cars filled
with over fifteen hundred artifacts and specimens
from museums across Canada. These displays
transported the visitor through time, from prehistory to the late 1970's. The train was considered a resounding success by all who took the
trouble to visit it. Children especially were
enthralled by the sounds of dinosaurs roaring,
the smells of a woodland fire and the sights of an
Indian shaman as he carried out his mysterious
trade. In the two days that the train was in
Thompson, over eight thousand people passed
along its corridors. While the train was in Churchill, over two thousand, five hundred people
passed through its doors and Churchill's population was only nine hundred.
Nineteen seventy-nine had its share of startling news items, too. On February 11, Gerald
Pilon was involved in a hostage-taking incident
on Granite Crescent. Pilon surrendered to the
police, after a twenty-four-hour stand-off, on
the following afternoon. In June, a DC-4 aircraft successfully carried out an emergency landing at Thompson Airport. The plane, owned by
Canadian Arctic Federation Ltd. Co-operative
and operated by Aerotrades Western Ltd., had
been in the air only ten minutes of its flight from
Thompson to Winnipeg when one of its four
engines caught fire. After the unscheduled return
to Thompson, the aircraft burned for two hours
on the main runway. Captain Eddie Cull and
First Officer George Oakes, the only crew membes on board, both escaped without injury.
Even if there was not to be a municipal election in 1979, the voters of Thompson still had to
make the trek to the polling booths. The election
for a new federal government proved surprising
both at the national and local levels. Nationally it
was Joe Clark's Conservatives being proclaimed

Hockey was also in the news in 1979, the team
was the King Miners. King Miner President, John
Donovan, told a meeting of interested citizens
that, since the King Miners had pulled out of the
Manitoba Junior Hockey League two years previously, Thompson had a hockey team in name
only. Board member, Bob Barton told the meeting that, even if Thompson decided they wanted
to rejoin the League, it was unlikely that the
League would want them back in, the travelling
costs from the south to the one northern competitors were so prohibitive. The yearly budget
for a Thompson team would be in the region of
one hundred thirty to one hundred forty thousand dollars. Declining crowds at the King Miner
games had helped push the Club close to bankruptcy. The choice that had to be made, the
meeting was told, was whether Thompson
wanted, or could afford, a franchise in the
M.J .H.L. or if it should join the Norman Junior
Hockey League with teams from Flin Flon, The
Pas and Snow Lake. Wise financial heads prevailed and, in September, the King Miners started
a series of scrimmages to pick their team for the
Norman League.
From ice to mat. Thompson's Judo team did
well in competition in the Mid-West tournament
held at the University of Manitoba and open to
clubs from Manitoba, Saskatchewan and northwestern Ontario. The six member team consisting
of Deanna Geary, Karen Harber, Noel Laine,
Gordon Malcolm, Andrew Adams and David
Adams won one gold and four silver medals in
the contest. From mat to track. Richard Jones, a
student at R. D. Parker Collegiate, broke two
Provincial B track records for the one hundred
metre and the two hundred metre sprints at a
track meet in Winnipeg in June. From land to
water. The Water Ski Club began to see their new
clubhouse rise from the riverbanks as Young
Canada Works students assembled the log chalet
building.
Sports fans of all types were, however,
shocked when the Thompson City Council, following a request from the Thompson Christian
Council passed a resolution closing all
Thompson's recreational facilities between the
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. on Sundays.
There was a public outcry. Delegations from all
kinds of organized sports groups in town petitioned the Council to reconsider the resolution.
Two weeks later Council, acting on advice from
Alderman Mayer, that Council "should clean up
the books before we look more stupid than we
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was reached. It is probably fortuitous that Volker
Beckmann's Raven Design had been selected by
the Council to develop a visual identity programme for the city for such items as colours,
logos and a flag. Thompson would not, then,
suffer the humbling experience having a flag
designed by a committee.
It must not be thought that INCO had rolled
over and were playing dead during this year of
reduced sales, far from it. INCO had taken the
opportunity, in the frozen winter months, of
extending their exploratory/drilling programme
to Setting Lake and, surprisingly, had reached
agreement with the Steelworker's negotiating
committee on a new contract. The contract was
ratified by the union membership but there was
much ill feeling over this particular deal and
tempers flared up at the union's informational
meetings. The cause of the unrest was the cost of
living. Seemingly, not a week passed by without
the press recording yet one more general rise in
living costs or a specific increase in a sensitive
area, such as gasoline prices.
Is it any wonder that, with the cost of living
rising and nickel sales falling, the sun chose to
hide its face from view in February?
Thompsonites need not have feared, the eclipse
of the sun was an event visible to all of North
America and the last total eclipse to be seen on
this continent in the twentieth century.
Thompson still hosted visitors and conferences even if times were bad and the outlook
gloomy. At the end of March and the beginning
of April the third Northern Women's Conference
was held in Thompson. This conference brought
one hundred women from Northern Manitoba
together to discuss matters pertaining to their
lives and lifestyles in their home communities
with several resource people from Winnipeg. In
May it was the turn of the Catholic Women's
League of Canada, Keewatin-The Pas Diocesan
Council, to hold a convention in town. A group
of Californian scientists attempted to launch a
helium filled balloon carrying cosmic ray detectors. The attempts failed; strong surface winds
prevented the balloon, some three hundred feet
(91m) in diameter, from leaving the ground. The
scientists left town in disgust in order to attempt
this basic research for anti-matter elsewhere.
October saw the Salvation Army hold their first
ever northern convention in Thompson, the
theme of the convention was 'the Joy of Sharing' . Conventions were also planned for the same
weekend in Toronto and Montreal with all three

a minority government. In Thomson, popular M.
P. Cec Smith was rejected in favour of political
newcomer, Rod Murphy. The new M.P. waited
from the date of his election, in May, until
October 6, before opening up his constituency
office in Thompson.
The scouting movement really came alive in
1979. On the long weekend in May approximately
three hundred fifty scouts, cubs and their leaders
from Thompson, Lynn Lake, Leaf Rapids and
Churchill took part in the first Great Northern
Camporee, hosted by the Thompson District
Council at the Rotary Club camp at Moak Lake.
The Churchill scouts received a good deal of
praise for, not only had they travelled further
than any other of the participants in the camporee, but they had had to dig themselves out from
an unseasonal snowstorm to get to Moak Lake at
all. In October, the Thompson District Scouting
Council were pleased to announce that their
newly opened facilities at Liz Lake were proving
very popular and bookings had been taken up to
December for various scouting groups from
Thompson.
Canada Day in 1979 was quite a different
celebration from that of Canada Day 1978. There
was, not only, a fireworks display, but also musical displays in the C. A. Nesbitt Arena; dancers
and singers from out of town, a 'Happy Birthday
Canada - Bring Your Own Candle' Cake was
cut and distributed in the City Centre Mall parking lot and awards were given out to anyone who
had lived in Thompson for twenty years. Two
recipients of these awards deserve to be mentioned. One was Henry Cook who was honoured
as Thompson's first resident and the other, Candace Alguire, was declared Thompson's youngest
twenty year resident. Henry Cook was born in
Pikwitonei in 1926 and started trapping in the
Paint Lake area in 1948. In 1949, Henry was the
supervisor of a three man crew that cut a road
through from Paint Lake to Mystery Lake. Candace Alguire was born in the hospital on Poplar
Crescent in 1959. Her comments on growing up
with the community of Thompson were,
"Thompson grew so fast at that time that we
didn't really notice the changes." It was very
strange that Henry and Candace, two of the
longest residents in Thompson, had not met until
the 1979 Canada Week celebrations. To bring the
highly successful week of festivity to a fitting
conclusion, city council decided that Thompson
had to have a flag of its own. Four proposed
designs were studied by Council but no decision
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cause of the trouble was, of all things, the ravens.
The Thompson Citizen of December 5 reported:
'Following a hesitant, and sometimes embarrassed debate, Thompson
City Council, Monday, took the first
step in declaring war on Thompson's
national symbol, the Thompson Turkey. A resolution which was supported
by Aldermen DeGroot, Schifano and
Sawicki and opposed by Richardson
and Hudson, authorized the city
administration to ask the Manitoba
Environment authorities what could be
done about the ravens surrounding
dogs, cats (and) garbage cans in the
Juniper Area.
'Under the Manitoba law, the ravens
are a protected species, so they cannot
be shot, trapped or poisoned. This
leaves very little recourse when they
become a nuisance in residential areas.'
Very little would have happened if the request
to the Manitoba government had followed the
usual channels but, something must have gone
wrong because the city received an answer to its
question. The following week the Citizen took up
the story:
'The city council was informed that
the ravens are still a protected species
and a phone call to the Manitoba
authorities could produce little in the
way of answers as to how to deal with
the problem. In a humourous note,
Alderman Schifano was authorized to
negotiate with the birds to see if they
could clean up their act.'

conventions having special guests from countries
scattered around the world. The board of directors of the Communities Economic Development
Fund (C.E.D.F.) also came to Thompson in
October. They did not come for a convention,
they came on business. It had been announced by
the Manitoba government that the C.E.D.F. was
to have an enlarged mandate and would be able
to make loans to any worthwhile business in the
northern area of Manitoba. The C.E.D.F. was
also, at the time of the announcement, placed
under the jurisdiction of Northern Affairs Minister Ken MacMaster. The fund had always
loaned money to remote communities but the
loans in the past had always been tied to federal
or provincial contracts. This was no longer the
case. Thompson businessmen were informed
that, while the primary purpose of the fund was
to aid small, isolated, northern communities,
there was nothing to stop the fund from lending
money to businesses in Thompson.
The year ended with Thompson Crisis Centre
asking, and receiving, help from the city council
in their attempts to get funding from the provincial government. Bianchini Construction were
hired, to plant trees once again along the boulevards in the city. In case any citizen of Thompson
was annoyed at the fact that money, public funds
were being spent to plant trees that were going to
die in the Thompson climate, it was announced
that these trees came with a guarantee. Romano
Bianchini was so confident that he had the
answer to the problem of how to make trees
grown in Thompson that he offered the city a
unique money-back-if-the-trees-don't-grow
deal. The Salvation Army was once more in the
news in November, it opened its Rummage Centre on its Citadel parking lot. A group of physically handicapped residents, after a northern
conference in The Pas, met in Thompson to
discuss the problems facing handicapped people
living in Thompson. The group detailed problems such as access to public building and washrooms for people in wheelchairs and a lack of
communication between handicapped persons
and the general public. The group decided to call
a further organizational meeting in the January
of 1980 with the purpose of forming a Thompson
Branch of the Manitoba League of the Physically
Handicapped.
The year of 1979 was a tired, defeatist year. In
December, the City Council attempted to bring
some much needed humour into the news. As
could be expected, the attempt backfired. The

If Alderman Schifano had been at that council meeting, or if the year had not been so bleak,
he might have seen the funny side to the resolution, after all, Charlie Schifano loved a good
joke. The Thompson Citizen ended the serialization on the raven series with this report:

'Thompson's national symbol, Rudy
the Raven, came in for some more
lumps last night as Alderman Charlie
Schifano started the city council meeting speaking on a point of privilege,
saying he felt he had been insulted by
the Thompson City Council which had
the previous week nominated him facetiously to negotiate with the ravens.
'Alderman Schifano asked that the
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Ted Smook and the late Tom Lamb, won renown
for their innovative fun at the fair. The next year,
Mike Babulic went to the fair at Sarnia with Mike
Babulic Sr., as a chaperone.
'The funding for the fairs in Thompson and
the sending on to more advanced fairs of the
winners, was raised by the Jaycees. Mike Babulic
was chairman the next year and he was instrumental in widening the funding base so that
Thompson could send four winning entries from
subsequent fairs (the maximum allowed for our
region). From this time on the Regional Science
Fair grew with as many as two hundred and forty
exhibits and over four hundred students from all
over Northern Manitoba.
'Until 1979, Thompson had always hosted the
Regional Fair and shouldered the work of fundraising. I worked on the committee from 1971 on.
My memories are of printing hundreds of names
on buttons, recruiting hundreds of billets from a
very generous Thompson population, finding
endless numbers of tables and chairs and electrical cords and the physical work of set-up and
take-down. A core group of people, Mike
Babulic Sr., June Cook, Ron Broadfoot, Tom
Moody, Doug Hamilton, Bob Weller, Ron Orr,
Aloma Lockert and many others, along with the
co-operation of the School District, Recreation
Department and the Legion made the fair a success year after year. They were exciting times for
both the committee and the wide-eyed kids from
all over the north. The quality of the projects
improved and hundreds of kids had fun doing
science activities.
'In 1976, Rick Wagner, Ron Broadfood, June
Cook and a few others made a bid to host the
Canada-Wide Science Fair in Thompson. The
city hoped to host the Canada Winter Games in
1979 and we hoped for the Science Fair in 1980.
We got the Canada-Wide Science Fair but a
disappointed city did not get the Games. I was
elected chairman and Ron Broadfoot was vicechairman. We hand-picked a Board of Directors
of people outside education. They represented
service clubs and the key industries of the community. It was fortunate that we did it this way as
you will see. A couple of problems arose that
threatened the whole thing. The city went into an
economic tailspin in 1978. A sign appeared on the
highway outside the city which read, 'Will the last
person to leave Thompson, please turn off the
lights.' But not everyone left. The best stayed and
rallied around our committee when we needed
them most.

mover and seconder of the resolution,
Aldermen Richardson and Mayer respectively, be ejected from city council by
Mayor Don MacLean.'
The mayor then, on behalf of council apologized to Alderman Schifano and there the matter
rested. Except that the raven problem remained.
In October, Jeff Veighel was presented with
an Honorary Citizenship of Thompson after his
attempt to paddle a kayak from Minneapolis to
the Hudson Bay was aborted because of bad
weather conditions. If Jeff took his Honorary
Citizenship seriously and subscribed to the
Thompson Citizen, he might have been left wondering if the award was a reward or a punishment
after the reports of those December council
meetings.
The new year started a new decade.
Thompson had been conceived in the 'Fifties',
had grown and flourished in the 'Sixties' and,
hardly reaching the age of maturity, had seen
troubles enough for a hundred years in the 'Seventies'. The 'Eighties' were an unknown; prospects were bleak, but the new city in the northern
wilderness was established. The problems of day
to day living no longer entail fighting the mud, or
wrecking cars in over-sized potholes, or having
to walk through the bush for a couple of hundred
yards in order to visit with the next door neighbours. The city had almost all of the facilities of
southern cities twice its size, but it still suffered
from its location. There was no cure for isolation. Isolation was the theme of the year for 1980.
The continuing story for the year was the saga of
cable TV; another story concerned the journeys
and the fortunes of the various Thompson
hockey teams; but there were signs that
Thompson was being recognized as an important
centre by groups and communities at the national
level. Perhaps this is where the story of 1980
should start.
In 1980 Thompson hosted the Canada-Wide
Science Fair. Hazel Hopkins was closely associated with the organization of this event and has
submitted a summary of the project to the
Thompson Historical Society. The report reads:
'The Science Fair movement first started in
Thompson in 1968/69 with Ken May behind it. In
1970 Gerry Kozak was chairman. The fair
became affiliated with the Youth Science Foundation and the first project from Thompson went
to the Canada-Wide Fair in Edmonton. The
project on Rocketry won an award there and the
boys, Keith Nesbitt, Brian Clace, Ernst Hellrung,
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created a Trust Fund that contributes to the
hosting committee each year.
'Some people who have continued to make
the fair go are Marg White, Aloma Lockert, Bob
Weller, Ron Orr, and many others. Some
Thompson winners are Cindy Thompson, Cindy
Beyak, Pearl Boyechko, Keith Moen, Jeff Lear,
Kevin White (a five time winner), Christine and
Laurie Chapman, Michael Hamson, Peter Hallam, Connie Krahenbil, Laura Perchaluk, Owen
Abrey and others whose names I could not find
or recall. The chairman for 1987/88 is Vera Hamson and so the science fairs continue, with some
excellent creative work being done in all parts of
the north.'

'The second problem was a dispute between
the School District and the Thompson Teachers'
Association that ended up in a work to rule
situation. This happened in 1980, just before the
Canada-Wide Science Fair was due to start.
Thankfully, our Board were not teachers and not
one School District member was on it. It was
considered a community event, not a school one
and so the fair went ahead as planned. People
like Bob and Aloma Lockert, Alex Murchie, Leo
McGinn, George Buchholz, Earl Smith, Stan
Borowski, Penny Ridge, Neil Bergen, Jim Johnson, Ron Broadfoot, and organizations such as
the Dart League, the Science Fairs Committees
from all over Canada, INCO, Thompson Bus
Lines, the Kinsmen, the Lions, the local trucking
companies, the School District and many, many
volunteers made the fair go smoothly.
'On May 11, 1980, three Boeing 737 loads
arrived, two hundred students, eighty chaperones
and fifty-five judges. The fair was great. Even
the weather was great, warm and sunny all week.
The feedback on the fair was 'one of the best
ever'. One surprise each of our visitors took
home with them was one of Mac Ready's Jewels
of the North, made of moose droppings, and the
judges each received a personalized Thompson
Turd-Bird desk set. They had never seen anything like that before, let alone owned one.
'I recall on the Saturday, after the work was
finished and all that was left was the awards
banquet, Neil Bergen took the tired Science Fair
Committee out fishing. Time did not allow them
to go too far, so Neil took them to the creek that
flows under the highway and into Ospwagan
Lake. To his and everyone's surprise, they caught
a great number of Northern Pike in less than two
hours. Some of the 'fishermen' had never caught
a fish in their lives before and none of them had
seen so many fish caught in so little time. Neil
took charge of the fish and, while everybody else
was at the banquet, he cleaned them and marinated them in beer. That night, about 11:00 p.m.,
we were all fed fish tidbits in the Burntwood
Hotel Lounge, cooked by Neil in the hotel kitchens. The committee were delighted to eat the fish
that they had caught themselves.
'In order for Thompson to host the CanadaWide Fair, The Pas undertook the hosting of the
Regional Fair. Since that time, they, along with
Flin Flon and Thompson, have rotated the
Regional. Funding has been shared by participating School Districts on a per capita basis.
The small legacy left by the Canada-Wide event

Three Deerwood students returned from Ute Canada Wide SCience FaIr last week.

Fourteen year~oldJeffLear, grade 8; 13 year old Keithll,foen. grade B; and 12 year old

Kevin White. grade 7. reported that it had been a great tlip.
.
Approximately450 students had entered some 260 projects. The boys toured the eN
Tower, the zoo, planetarium. Toronto Island and Science Centre
.
Jeff anc:I Keith'~ project was on tne Properties of a Pendu1u~. The boys have par~
tiCip?-ted In the SCIence fair previously. although not always together. Keith travelled
to FlinFlon last year for the regional science fair.
.
Ke,vIn's project· "Dlapause in Bertha Army Worms" had the real objects which he
ca~led an the plane with him and had to be inspected ,by security. Kevin's other
projects over the years were Winter active insects, ants, and the Hie cycle of a
chicken. He has won 1n the science fair each year since grade 1.
The bo,Ys.competed in the Northern Manitoba Regional ScIence Fall' in Thompson
where four top projects were awarded the trip to Toronto hosted by the York
University. The three stUdents are pupils of Deerwood Scho~l and their teacher Is
Hazel Hapkins."The other projects were: Fibre OptIcs by Colin BarIbeau and Jeff
Vilar of Dynn'Lake and Osmosis by J cnnifer Hiebert. The Pas. The project from Lynn
Lake on-Fibre Optics won an honourable mentlon. The students were accompanied 9Y
Mrs. A1oma,Lockert, Chairman of the N.M.R.S.F.

Some Thompson exhibitors at the Canada-Wide Science
Fair held in Toronto in 1982. Kevin White, Keith Moen and
Jeff Lear.
Thompson Citizen.

Hazel does not mention that, following his
success in a science fair, Owen Abrey planned an
exciting experiment for the next year. The resulting explosion demolished the family garage,
luckily no-one was hurt.
In another footnote to the Canada Wide Fair
of 1980, Ron Orr and Graham Buckingham, having finished judging in their respective categories,
were requested by the committee to evaluate several projects on electrochemistry. The first
exhibit looked reasonable until, when ques264

tioned, the student explained that nickel could
not be plated from a solution of its salts. Ron
looked worried and whispered to the student,
"Shh! Don't talk so loudly. INCO think that
they've been doing it, just down the road, for the
last twenty-one years." That particular project
did not win a prize.
The fair was an undoubted success. The
Nickel Belt News, after listing the winners, concluded its coverage of the event in these words:

Junior Hockey League Championship twice in
five days but, unfortunately, that is where their
season ended. This is how their story unfolded.
The King Miners played a hard fought series
against Snow Lake in the semi-finals for the
Norman Junior A Hockey League Championship. After their victories against Snow Lake,
Thompson beat the Flin Flin Bombers twice in
Thompson, by scores of nine-to-three and eightto-one. There was some confusion at the Flin
Flon end of the play-off organization and the
two teams had to wait for two weeks in order to
settle the issue in the best of five game final. Then
the trouble started. Saturday, March 22, the
same day that saw Winnipeg's Seven Oak's Raiders defeat the Thompson King Miners in the
Bantam Tier II Provincial Championship and the
Thompson Hawks failed to win in their play-off
series, Thompson's representatives in the Norman Junior A League beat Flin Flon by a score of
nine-to-seven in the Flin Flon arena. It was more
like open warfare. King Miner captain, Doug
Korman left the game in the first period with a
suspected broken or dislocated shoulder. Ivan
Tymchuk was carried from the ice with under
seven minutes to go in the game and the game was
delayed for about one hour in the third period.
The delay was caused when one of the King
Miners, who had been given a game misconduct,
was attacked by some Flin Flon fans as he
watched the game from the sidelines. The rest of
the King Miner team, seeing their team mate in
trouble, left the ice and joined in the fracas. By
the time the police arrived the fight was over.
After the victory, the Thompson team returned
home in triumph.

'The community of Thompson,
from our observation, can be proud of
the people who staged the CanadaWide Science Fair in our community.
Hazel Hopkins as chairman seemed to
be a tireless driving force wherever we
went as observers during the event. All
the outside visitors had nothing but
praise for their treatment in the community and the way the event was
organized. To Hazel and her committee we would like to offer our congratulations.
'It has been an honour for
Thompson to host so many young
minds that one day will make such an
impact on our country. Even an
untrained observer could see the
enthusiasm for knowledge that pervaded the whole Science Fair. The
original thinking and the desire to
expand their minds by experimentation
was constantly present wherever you
looked. If this is the quality of young
people we are raising through the
Canadian school system, we need not
have any fears for the future of our
country.
'To all those in the community who
worked serving banquets, raising
money and doing the many low-profile
jobs that have to be done in an event of
this nature; we would also like to offer
our congratulations. We have made a
positive impression for our community
that will go a long way to counter some
of the negative publicity that
Thompson always seems to be receiving.'

The triumph was short lived. On Monday,
March 24, a meeting of representatives of the
four league teams voted in favour of awarding
the third game of the finals to the Flin Flon team.
Thompson were ordered to play the fourth game
of the series on Tuesday, March 25, at 8:30 p.m.
Thompson appealed this decision to the Manitoba Amateur Hockey Association. Thompson
lost that, too. The M.A.H.A. upheld the previous ruling except that the date for the fourth
game was moved back to Wednesday, March 27.
Once again the King Miners hit the road to try
and win the Norman title for the second time.
This time there was no mistake. Thompson,
in spite of their bus needing minor surgery on the
trip, beat Flin Flon by a score of six-to-five. This
is possibly the only time in the history of hockey

The second stories of the year did not have,
for Thompson hockey players and fans, such a
happy ending. The Thompson King Miners had
the unique distinction of winning the Norman
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that a team has won a series of five games with
four straight victories.
So Thompson had won the honour of representing the north against the champions of the
south, the Selkirk Steelers. Thompson's winning
ways ended; they lost the series three games to
nil. A Selkirk team proved the downfall of the
eleven year old Pee Wee King Miners during that
same weekend; the Selkirk Fishermen beat the
Thompson team by a score of six-to-four.
All the talk of different King Miner teams
and, of course, the Thompson: Hawks, may make
a person think that there is no other type of
hockey in Thompson. This is not true. Way back
in the early days, in 1967 to be exact, a team of
hockey players was brought together for an exhibition game against the National Hockey League

Oldtimers, for charity. The score in the ensuing
game has been mercifully misplaced but the team
survived and, under the name of the Thompson
Miller Oldtimers (Manitoba), carried on. Alexander 'Red' Sangster, the veteran Thompson
sports enthusiast, had the idea of rounding up a
group of players for the N .H.L. game and his
employers, Carling O'Keefe Breweries, became
the team's sponsors.
The Oldtimers have a few (a very few) special
memories of their successes. These include, beating all the Winnipeg teams in the 1974 Gimli,
Manitoba, Labour Day Tournament (all these
wins were achieved without a coach or a manager), winning the Northern Manitoba championship at Flin Flon in 1978, playing a historic
game of water hockey in a swimming pool in

Thompson Miller Oldtimers Hockey Team. Back row: Ken Mason (bus driver), Bill 'Squeak' Corneil, Don Barton, Roger
Katchmar, Lyle Taylor, Bob Barton, Karl Kolada, Barry McLean, Lou Lulashnyk, Peter Kucey, Bruce Baker. Front row: Bob
Barrow, Jack Kary, Terry Murray, 'Pony' Bill Moore, Alf Ellis, Dennis Leslie, Dale DeMarco.
Peter Kucey.
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Florida (with skates on), survIvmg the Stony
Mountain, Manitoba, Oldtimers Tournament
where goalie Wayne Ford was judged to have
earned a Victoria Cross for valour under fire,
winning the '35-plus' title in Saskatoon in 1982
and winning the summer tournament in Flin Flon
in 1985.
The average age of the team was, in 1986,
forty-one, with Peter Kucey being the 'grandpa'
at fifty-five years of age. The most popular
venue for the Oldtimers is Saskatoon, but the
team remembers fondly the tournament in Buffalo sponsored by the Playboy Club and the
many Winnipeg tournaments where the team was
shown so much tremendous hospitality. In order
to describe this team it is perhaps best to repeat
the adjectives used by the team members themselves who, when asked by the Oldtimers'
Hockey News what five words best described the
team, came up with: (1) enthusiastic party-goers,
(2) laughable, (3) fun-loving, (4) gently-does-it
style of play, (5) a rushing herd of turtles on the
ice. Need they have said more?
The third and last of the big stories of the year
concerned cable TV. The story began in January
and continued until the end of the year. In January, Rae Sutherland, who came to northern
Manitoba during the mining exploration
activities of 1955 and helped found Steelgas Co.,
the Mystery Lake apartments, and the TV and
radio stations, appeared before the City Council
to explain that, in order to give Thompson a
proper cable TV service, he would have to charge
customers sixteen to seventeen dollars a month.
Mr. Sutherland went on to say that he realized
that the TV service was inadequate but, until the
C.R.T.C. acted, his hands were tied. Council
listened with patience to the oration from Mr.
Sutherland but were more interested to learn if
C.E.S.M. were going to pay the municipal taxes
that were owed. Not having made a good impression on the city fathers, Rae Sutherland tried the
next day to influence the Chamber of Commerce.
In early February, City Council voted to send a
resolution to the Canadian Radio and Television
Commission hearings, scheduled for March 25,
requesting that municipal government be allowed
to hold licences for satellite television receivers.
Council had been asked to support an application
by Rae Sutherland for a pay television network to
be channeled through C.E.S.M. - TV but the
aldermen thought that the company had given
them poor service in the past and that they could
not support it in future ventures. As if endorsing

Thompson's resolution, the Norman Regional
Development Council were also preparing a brief
for the C.R.T.C. that recommended that satellite
receivers be the means by which northern communities should be allowed to increase the
number of television channels available to them.
Leaf Rapids, where the town council had
been operating an illegal TV satellite dish for
some time, joined the fray. They sent a letter to
the C.R.T.C. once again suggesting satellite
receivers be made legal for use by municipalities.
Thompson went a different route. The council
requested that the Minister of Northern Affairs
allow remote northern communities the right to
use satellite receivers. A letter to the Minister,
Doug Gourlay, asked for such new legislation
before the C.R.T.C. hearings. The government
reply was a master-piece of fence-sitting. The
government, said the letter, would consider such
legislation only after the C.R.T.C. hearings.
In April, before the results of the hearings
were known, matters were getting desperate;
northern viewers had to be sure that, come the
fall, they would know who shot J. R. Ewing. A
proposal to the C.R.T.C. by the All-View Network One Inc. group was given as one answer to
the problem of servicing remote communities.
Another suggestion, and one much closer to
home as far as Thompson was concerned, was
given by Norlite Cable who wished to provide
cable television services to Flin Flon, The Pas,
and the unserviced areas of Thompson. These
proposals had an effect on Thompson's City
Council, they decided to intervene in the licence
renewal application by C.E.S.M. - TV to be
held in June, 1980. The council resolution asked
that the licence for the company not be renewed
when it expired on September 28,1980. It was the
council's contention that the company was not
giving a good service to the community and an
increase·from eight dollars a month per customer
to sixteen dollars, which was included in the new
application, was not justified. Thompson's brief
concluded with the request that another company
be allowed to service the Thompson area.
The rumblings and grumblings from northern
Manitoba must have reached the C.R.T.C. In a
surprise move, the commission postponed its
application hearing from June 25 to the fall and
extended the licence of C.E.S.M. - TV for a
further six months. The commission also stated
in their announcement that the postponement
was made 'with a view to moving the hearings to
the region of the application and the interven267

ments over who should control cable
television, he said, and, in his words,
got the commissions backs up.
'Dennis Hindson, who appeared
before the commission on behalf of
Norman Regional Development Council, at the same intervention, said that
he felt all the submissions, including his
own, had been received well, and
hoped they would be successful.
'An individual petition was also presented to the C.R.T.e. asking for cancellation of the licence, which bore the
names of 1,900 Thompson residents.
This too was well received by the commission according to those attending
the hearing.'

tion'. Thompson City Manager, Gil Rodger, said
that this could mean that the public hearings
were coming to Thompson, a great change from
the usual site of the hearings which was Hull,
Quebec.
There was a lull in the cable television news
for a few months, not a complete absence of
news, just a slow down in the rate at which the
news was reaching the media. In July, the
C.R.T.C. went on record with their report that
stated that Canada's native peoples were largely
neglected by the nation's broadcasters. In
August, Manitoba Telephone System completed
the installation of cable for television reception
to previously unserviced areas of Thompson. In
September, rumours abounded at all levels that
pay-TV would become a reality in Canada in a
few months. In mid-October, the Manitoba government announced that it would facilitate the
delivery of satellite television services to inadequately served rural, northern and remote communities prior to formal licensing by the
C.R.T.e. Then, at the end of October came some
hard news for Thompsonites, the C.R.T.C.
hearings were to be held in Regina, not even close
to Manitoba, and on December 9. Thompson
City Council decided to send representation to
these hearings to personally oppose the application for licence reneweal by C.E.S.M. - TV.
Help for Thompson's cause came from Churchill
Member of Parliament, Rod Murphy, who wrote
to the C.R.T.C. giving his opinions as to why the
licence should not be renewed.
The hearings in Regina were attended by
Aldermen Bob Mayer and Bev Sawicki, former
Mayor Tom Farrell and Don Roy. The
Thompson Citizen reported the proceedings as
follows:
'Alderman Bob Mayer said that he
thought the hearings had gone very well
for Thompson, and that the commission had given the city representatives
an especially good hearing on their
request that the firm's licence be cancelled. Mayer said that an intervention,
filed by the deputy minister of the
Manitoba Department of Communications, which was attached to the
Thompson intervention, did not do the
city's case any good. The provincial
intervention, which should have been
considered as a general statement on
cable television in Manitoba, brought
up all the old provincial-federal argu-

Everyone had done his job; there was nothing
that anyone could do except to wait for the
commission's ruling. Well, almost nothing; two
Thompson residents found out what they could
do, and did it.
Maybe it was frustration in waiting for a
decent television service; maybe it was just that
they needed something to do during the long
summer evenings. Whatever spurred them on,
Bob Ripley and Bill Kane did it. They built a
television satellite dish in Bob Ripley's front yard
on Baffin Bay. The dish, which took about
twelve weeks to construct was capable of receiving sixty channels, but Bob hoped that it would,
eventually, be able to receive as many as three
hundred stations. The fulmination of Bob
Ripley's satellite dish project was to come in
Thompson's not too distant future but, in July,
1980, Bob regarded his expensive toy as "a channel flicker's dream come true."
Thompson has always been considered, and
rightly so, as a one-industry city but there are
always minor industries or businesses cropping
up in even the most limited single industry community. Thompson had a group of four men,
Otto Bindle, Cec Smith, Jim Wallace and Bill
Ward, who kept the ancient traditions of the
auctioneers' trade in the eye of the Thompson
public for most of Thompson's short life. In
1986, Ada Sterritt of the Thompson Citizen wrote
an article about Bill Ward. Shortly after the
article was published, in October 1986, Bill Ward
died following a heart attack. The article, which
shows that an auctioneer's life and job are pretty
much the same all over the prairie provinces,
reads as follows:
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Auctioneer Bill Ward.
Ada Sterritt for
The Thompson Citizen.

twenty-five cent paper money that
were particularly admired by youngsters of the day, and usually "special"
gifts from grandparents and affluent
uncles.
'But the most talked about article
that is going up on the auction block is
the one described as "Cat House Lantern and Red Globe" which at one time
hung outside a European Bordello.
There is also a copper wall plaque commemorating the 60th anniversary of
Confederation (1927); an enamelled tin
tray commemorating Queen Elizabeth's Coronation in 1953; a poppy
seed grinder; 1909 wooden rolling pin
and a "white lightning" double-handled glass jug, reminiscent of the old
moonshine days.
'In addition there's a green glass coal
oil lamp dating back to the depression
days of the thirties; an alladin lamp;

'Whether you attend auctions to bid
on a specific article or articles, or
whether you attend auctions just for
the fun of it or get so caught up in the
spirit of the bidding that you arrive
home with an armload of articles, the
auction sale at Elks Hall, Saturday,
October 18, is one you certainly won't
want to miss.
'In addition to a list of articles that
includes everything from a captain's
bed to a 1976 Datsun Sports Wagon,
there's a list of more antiques and collectables, and various old coins going
up for auction, than we've ever seen
before at a local sale.
'There are gold coins from the
1950's; an 1863 Italian coin; two shinplasters dated 1870 and 1900 to name a
few. For those of you too young to
remember, shin plasters were small
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and several other antiques and collectables.
'Auctioneer "Big Bill" Ward will be
on hand to whip you into a frenzy of
bidding as the auction gets underway at
12:00 noon. Viewing will be at 11:30
a.m. and "there will be no early lookers."
'Big Bill and his black cowboy hat
are a familiar sight at many auctions in
Thompson and throughout northern
Manitoba, and his friendly patter and
humorous remarks are guaranteed to
keep you laughing.
'Born and raised on a farm in Western Canada, Bill and his wife, Rose,
left their farm in Alberta, in 1969, when
Bill came to work in the mine at INCO,
while Rose went back home to Saskatchewan until he got settled. Bill
stayed in Thompson six months and
then went back to Saskatchewan for a
three-month period to rent out the
farm and sell the machinery.
'Bill returned to work at INCO in
January, 1970, and as soon as an apartment was available Rose and their
four-year-old son Darrin arrived in
Thompson in July. Their son Randy
was born in Thompson in 1971, and
daughter Nolene was born here in 1976.
'Bill said that he found working
underground at T -1 and T -3 was a lot
easier than running his own farm and
he still enjoys working at INCO. However, from the time he was ten years old
he wanted to be an auctioneer. Finally
auctioneer Jim Wallace talked him into
taking an auctioneers' course in a
school at Lacombe, Alberta, during his
summer holidays and around 74-75 he
and Jim started to work together as a
team. "If I was the auctioneer, Jim was
my helper and vice versa," he said.
'Over the years, Bill has held auctions in various communities in Northern Manitoba. He also travelled from
Alberta to Toronto as a buyer and
observer, and says that the antiques,
collectables and coins that are going up
for bid on Saturday were purchased in
Saskatchewan and The Pas.
'In reminiscing about some of the
fun he has had at auctions, Bill said

that he once auctioned off a set of pots.
After they were finally sold to a
woman, he casually asked her which of
the pots she wanted. The poor woman
nearly had a fit as she thought he was
serious, but had a great laugh when she
finally realized that he was joking and
she really owned the whole set.
'We don't know what Big Bill will be
up to next Saturday, but we're sure that
he'll have some humorous remarks to
make about several of the articles, particularly when the red-globed lantern
goes on the auction block.'
Nineteen eighty was the year that the minority
Conservative government of Joe Clark went
to the country. In an effort to gain votes in what
was seen as a marginal riding, Joe Clark and
Maureen McTeer paid a visit to Thompson on
February 17, the day before the election. The visit
and the speeches were to no avail for the Tories.
The Churchill riding could no longer be considered marginal; Rod Murphy handily defeated all
claimants for his throne, Tory Cec Smith, Liberal
Alan Ross and the Rhino candidate, Roland
Campbell.
Business life in Thompson was still depressed.
INCO clarified their plans for their Indonesian
project but announced further cost saving measures at their Canadian plants; the Thompson
greenhouse closed its doors for the last time and
many forecasts were published and surveys carried out concerning the effects of mining setbacks and lay-offs in isolated communities.
House sales in 1980 had dropped alarmingly. In
the first five months of the year, there were
eighty-nine house sales with a sworn value of
$3,702,305.56, in the first five months of 1979
there were one hundred and eighty-seven houses
sold and their sworn value was $7,843,263.00.
Apart from the odd fifty-six cents in the 1980
sales value (who ever heard of a house selling
with a price tag that included a figure in the cents
column), there is another interesting fact lurking
in these collective house prices; they enable the
average price realized per home to be calculated.
In the early part of 1979, the average Thompson
house sold for $41,942, in a similar period in 1980,
the average house price was $41,600. A fall of
almost fifty percent in the total number of houses
sold was not reflected in the price realized on
these houses which dropped less than one percent
during the same period.
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It was factors such as the doom and gloom
forecasts and the decrease in house sales that
prompted city council to prepare a resolution for
the annual convention of the Canadian Federation of Municipalities. This resolution urged the
federal and provincial governments to formulate
plans for the economic development and diversification in one industry towns and cities in an
effort to overcome the disadvantages of location
and employment opportunities. The resolution
also asked the two levels of government to
institute an overall study of the drawbacks of
living in Canada's north and in isolated communities. It was suggested, that the study attempt to
work out how the problems of northern living
could be improved by reductions in the cost of
energy, improvement of entertainment facilities,
and income tax deductions or northern allowance
programmes.
As far as entertainment facilities were concerned, Thompson had a number of fresh ventures starting up in the field of recreation and
leisure. Three raquetball courts were opened at
the recreation centre in September but, following
a Thompson tradition, they were not officially
opened until November 28. A roller-skating rink
opened in December and proved very popular
with the younger Thompson residents. The
Thompson Tourist Park, north of the Burntwood River, broke with tradition; it was offically
opened but not named. City council was reluctant to have a sign erected to advertise the facility
because they disliked having to call the campsite
'Thompson Tourist Park'. A committee was
formed to try and find a suitable, alternative
name. One month later, on May 15, the campsite

opened for business but still remained nameless.
The park stood nameless for several more weeks
before receiving the name The John McCreedy
Campgrounds in honour of the former INCO
Manitoba Division President who had died in the
December of 1979.

Lorne Spicer ~ The King
You don't get to be the National King
Miner three times unless you have
something special.

Lorne Spicer building a crib (his speciality) at Nickel Days,
1977. This date marked Lorne's third King Miner title.
INCa.

At the Nickel Days festival in July, the King
Miner was, once again, Lorne Spicer. Lorne won
the title for the fifth time but there was a difference in 1980; this was the first time that Lorne
had won the event in an even numbered year.
Lorne's other victories were in 1973, 1975, 1977
and 1979. The King Miner contest was ten years
old in 1980; Lorne Spicer had won five of the
titles.

Brian Koshul, Lew Oatway, King Miner, Lorne Spicer and
Howie Larke presenting a cheque on behalf of LabaU's on
the occasion of Lorne's first win in 1973.
Lorne Spicer.

A pair of bald eagles at the Thompson Zoo.
Graham Buckingham.
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hospital easier, all patients were housed on the
main floor.
Paving made news in 1980. Three major road
paving jobs were undertaken, on the Paint Lake
Road from Provincial Road 391 to the resort, a
total of three point seven miles, from Wabowden
junction to Soab mine (22.7 miles) and a total of
twenty-one miles between Hughes Lake and
Watsko Lake on the Leaf Rapids-Lynn Lake
section of the highway. That was the good news
concerning paving; there was bad news too. In
July, a progressive degeneration of the main runway at Thompson Airport led to Pacific Western
Airlines issuing this press release:

Thompson Zoo was in the news. The proposed extensions involving the construction of
the farm project were started in late summer as
was a heated fowl house for the aquatic birds.
Two new additions to the zoo would never have
to use either expansion project. They were a pair
of very young eaglets that were thrown from their
aerie when an unidentifed person cut down the
tree housing the nest.
In the June of 1980, Thompson's entertainment facilities were extended by one radio station. The Nickel Belt News carried the story:
'A testing period, begun a short time
ago by engineers of C.B.C. Winnipeg
on the new FM transmitter located in
Thompson, now makes available the
entire North Country Show for the city
of Thompson.
'The transmitter, which broadcasts
signals received from C.B.C. AM
Radio in Winnipeg on the 100.9 FM
frequency, .now provides Thompson
listeners with a second radio station.
'Prior to the transmitter's operation,
North Country was heard for only one
hour in Thompson at 1:00 p.m. on
C.H.T.M. The program, which originates in Thompson and is produced in
studios located at 7 Selkirk Avenue, is
heard daily (Monday to Friday) on
northern C.B.C. transmitters from
12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m. and from 4:00
p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
'Thompson becomes the twentysecond community which now receives
C.B.C. Radio in the north.'

'Pacific Western has been bringing
the runway problem to the attention of
the Ministry of Transport for more
than two years and now has no choice
but to suspend jet operations until
repairs are made by the Federal Government.'
The problem of the deteriorating runway was,
according to Transport Canada, caused by frost
coming out of the ground in the spring.
Whatever the cause of the problem,
Thompson was now in a crisis situation as far as
air services were concerned. Twin Otters, owned
by Calm Air, were busy shuttling passengers to
and from The Pas, this state of affairs was to
continue until Thompson's lumpy runway could
be repaired. Mayor MacLean, upon hearing of
the ban on jet aircraft landing in Thompson,
immediately sent a telex to Jean-Luc Pepin, the
federal Transport Minister, asking that the normal tendering procedure be dropped and the city
be instructed to undertake repairs. Thompson
M.L.A., Ken MacMaster, endorsed Mayor MacLean's telex, making a similar plea to the federal
government. Repaving of the runways was,
indeed, carried out by city crews using a small
paving machine. The work was completed on
August 8, just two weeks after the cessation of jet
service and regular jet service was resumed the
following week. There was news from Thompson
Airport at the end of the year, too. December
marked the occasion of the setting up of security
checks for all outgoing passengers. The outside
world of hijackings and bombings had finally
reached Thompson, in Manitoba's bleak bushland.
There was news of another Thompson
pioneer. In April, it was announced that J. Roy
Gordon, who had played such a large part in the

There were two major labour disputes in
Thompson in 1980. The first of these disputes has
been alluded to in the report on the CanadaWide Science Fair. The teachers, in mid-April,
began a work to rule which affected all after
school activities normally supervised by teaching
staff. The second dispute was more serious; the
support staff at Thompson General Hospital
came out on strike for ten weeks ending on September 26. The settlement they reached, during
the ten week period, was for an increase in pay
and benefits of about twenty-eight percent. For
the duration of the strike of the one hundred and
ten workers, management had had to take over
the cleaning, laundering and cooking duties while
the nursing staff continued as best as they could
with their normal work. To make servicing the
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polls. The new council was Bev Sawicki, Bob
Mayer, Adrien DeGroot, Fred Dubery, Earl
Simmonds, Bill Heese, Grace Murchie and Tim
Grew. It was the new council that had the
responsibility of deciding how Thompson would
best face its future. A report, presented to the
previous council at the end of September, had
outlined several means by which Thompson
could guarantee for itself a bright economic
future.
Provincial planner, Gerry Enchin, had presented the results of a study which was intended
to check the feasibility, cost, benefit and impact
of diversifying Thompson's economic base. The
study offered some specific suggestions in five
major areas and included such ideas as, attracting new industries like the electronics industry or
dry cell car battery industry, increasing the
number of stores, establishing a casino, setting
up a vocational training school, developing new
campgrounds and becoming a home base for
further Manitoba Hydro developments.
The new city council obviously gave a great
deal of thought to these plans but they also
considered plans for a more immediate event. In
the new year, Thompson would celebrate its
twenty-fifth anniversary. It seemed that a yearlong party was being planned. INCO had promised the city that they would provide, as a birthday present, two road signs to announce to the
incoming traffic that they were approaching 'The
Hub of the North'. However, there were other
items on the agenda, a booklet, a statue, souvenir
coins, a homecoming and a folk festival. In the
last week of December, 1980, the Thompson Citizen reported on the progress of the different
projects:
'Thompson's 25th Anniversary
committee reports that events are well
in hand for the celebrations which will
be kicked off at the Kinsmen Winter
Carnival and run through Nickel Days
in July. There has been some fear that
the INCO shut down will interfere with
some of the planned events, but so far
the committee feels it is impossible to
change the dates. Perhaps the major
event of the 25th celebrations will be
the homecoming celebrations which
will encourage all former Thompson
residents who can be contacted to
spend some time here this summer
renewing old acquaintances. The committee has placed Mary Fenske in

J. Roy Gordon, former
president of the International Nickel Company of
Canada Ltd.
INCO.

development of the Thompson project, had died
after a long illness. He was eighty-one years old.
As one of the men behind one large mining
project died, another, unrelated, mining project
was about to begin. In May, Thompson was
selected as the expediting headquarters for a
landlocked gold prospect being explored by Prospection Limited for Cullaton Gold Mines Limited. The property, located two hundred twenty
miles (354km) northwest of Churchill, was situated on the Kognak River. Plans were afoot to
make Cullaton a fly-in mine, which would see
one crew fly in for seven straight days, while a
second crew spent their seven days off in the
south. If production were to go ahead, the company stated that it would maintain an office in
Thompson.
Cullaton Gold Mines were not the only group
coming to town in 1980. The year marked the
start in town of Marymound North (after several
years of planning), the annual meeting of the
Youth Parliament of Manitoba and North Western Ontario and the beginnings of the United
Way in Thompson.
As usual there was city council news. In July,
the council decided to change the administrative
structure of the city in the wake of the resignation
of city manager, Gil Rodger. The changes proposed by council deleted the post of city manager
from the administration and recommended hiring the mayor on a full-time basis to become
chief administrative officer for an interim period
of unspecified duration.
Whether this decision regarding the full-time
duties of Mayor MacLean helped him at election
time may never be known but, when the nominations were received for mayor and councillors the
following October, it was found that Mayor
MacLean had been returned unopposed. The
councillors were not so lucky, although the four
incumbents trying for re-election topped the
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mittee that a guest book be set up at
City Hall which would be readily
accessible to everyone, especially visitors from out of town.
'The Mayor suggested that cultural
groups such as the local arts groups
should be contacted. Alderman Dubery
suggested that the local artists might
use the downstairs of city hall to display their works. Mary Fenske
informed the committee that there
would be a folk festival at the ball park
on June 12.
'The King Miner statue committee
reported that work was well underway
in planning the location of the statue
and that financing had been arranged.
The Nickel Days representatives said
that they were anxious to have the
statue in place for their annual celebrations.
'Alderman DeGroot suggested that
the engineering department might produce a large calendar for the events that
will be put up during the 25th Anniversary, so that the committee would
know what was being planned during
1981. '
Plans, plans and more plans for the new year.
What could possibly go wrong when so much
time, effort and money was being spent in ensuring that the city's birthday celebrations were successful and enjoyable? On the face of it,
everything was covered - but this was
Thompson and Thompson might just have been
the type of place that Robert Burns was thinking
of when he wrote;

charge of the homecoming plans, and
their group has already circulated a letter to Thompson residents encouraging
them to supply the committee with
addresses that they know of former
neighbours and friends who might be
interested in returning to Thompson
next year for a visit.
'Celebrations will start at the Winter
Carnival, opening with four Thompson
mayors; J. R. Knight, Thompson's
first mayor; A. B. Campbell, our second mayor; Tom Farrell our third
mayor and present mayor, Don MacLean, all taking part in the opening
ceremonies for our 25th Anniversary.
'The souvenir committee reported at
the last meeting that they were planning
several items for distribution during
the 25th Anniversary, T-Shirts, Caps
and other items will be used.
'The souvenir coins were discussed,
with Chairman Adrian DeGroot
reporting that 25,000 coins have been
ordered. He expects they will be available in mid-February. Mayor MacLean stated that the Minister of
Finance has waived sales tax on the
coins. Mayor MacLean also said that
the city was ordering pencils and pens
for the anniversary. The coin will bear
the city's crest on one side and a composite design of a miner and drill rig on
the other.
'Bunny Kane told the committee that
prices for a 25th Anniversary booklet
were being obtained, and that CHTM
and the Thompson Citizen hoped to
obtain sponsors to put out historical
information during the year. The
information has been contributed by
local organizations to the historical
sub-committee of the 25th Anniversary.
'Mary Fenske suggested to the com-

'The best laid schemes
men
Gang oft a-gley.'

0'

mice and

How 'a-gley' the twenty-fifth anniversary
plans went can only be shown in the following
chapter devoted to the Silver Anniversary year of
1981.
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN
The Silver Lining
There's a silver lining.
Through the dark cloud shining.
Lena Guilbert Ford,
"Keep The Home Fires Burning"
Nineteen eighty-one was a special year for
Thompson; it marked the twenty-fifth year of
the existence of the community. The year was
celebrated, of course, with many people looking
back to the beginnings of the town; however,
Thompson had always had one eye firmly fixed
on the future and the anniversary year, although
not quite the kind of year it was meant to be,
certainly saw fresh beginnings carved from what
could so easily have been the city's death throes.
The year was planned to be a year of recollection and celebration and it is perhaps best to
dwell on these aspects of the anniversary year
first. In a special Twenty-fifth Anniversary edition, the Thompson Citizen interviewed the four
men who had been elected mayors of the community in order to find out what they considered the
main events oftheir terms of office. The whole of
the published interview material is reprinted here
so that the readers can understand what some of
the major players in the life of Thompson saw to
be events that created the city that survives to this
day.

self, but his council as "green". "We
learned as we went along", he says,
"but we had some outstanding men
who were willing to devote a lot of time
to public life, and were always there no
matter how many meetings were
needed to resolve an issue."
'There were lots of problems as the
town was bursting at the seams. Westwood Subdivision had just been conceived, and was in the construction
stages during these years. Thompson's
popUlation had been conceived by the
original designers as only some eight
thousand people. By 1967 it had already
exceeded the ten thousand mark and
was still growing quickly. The decision
was made that more residential lots
were needed, so Westwood was added
to the plans to fill this demand.
'Jack recalls he had the constant help
of Carl Nesbitt, who was city manager
at the time. "Carl really knew his business", Knight says, "and we had few
problems that he couldn't solve." He
also speaks highly of Tom Suchy, town
clerk at the time; Bob Thompson, Roy
Bibeau City Engineer, and the many
dedicated people who were municipal
employees here in the early years. They
all put in long hours, and were cheerful
while doing it.
'During 1967, Jack took off his hat as
theatre manager and added two more
hats as Magistrate for Thompson and
County Court clerk. He seemed to be
on the go all the time, if not on municipal business, then hearing Thompson's
busy court docket.
'He speaks of the old trailer court as
somewhat of an "eyesore" now, but
defends its construction as one of the

'Jack Knight, Thompson's genial
first manager of the Strand Theatre,
seemed a natural candidate to run for
mayor when the first elections for a
municipal council were held in the
booming mining community in the
November of 1966. His opponent was
A. B. Campbell, and the two wellknown business people had a vigorous
campaign before Jack came out ahead.
'J ack remembers his first official
function as mayor was presiding over
the opening of the then new library in
late 1966, on the present site of the new
building.
'Jack describes his municipal administration experience as "nil" before he
took office, and recalls not only him275

necessary solutions to Thompson's
explosive growth. "The land was
useless for building houses, as it was
swampy and full of frost. To have a
developer offer to build a trailer court
on the site and house a large number of
families seemed an ideal solution to
us."
, "The need was there for more
accommodation, and we had a lot of
requests for mobile homes. People who
could not afford a conventional house
could manage a mobile home, thus
enabling them to bring their family to
Thompson or move out of a basement
suite. "
'It was during Jack's two year term
as mayor that negotiations began for
the City Centre Mall. The original
Thompson Plaza had long been
crowded and the need was apparent for
more rental space to accommodate the
many firms who wished to expand into
Thompson. The City Centre is located
over top of a street which was called
Kelsey Bay. It was a mixed industrialcommercial area for businesses who
wished to construct their own premises.
Somehow it never really got to be filled
up, however, and the city decided it
would be an ideal place to locate a new
shopping mall.
'The town purchased the original
Thompson Citizen-Nickel Belt News
Building, Northern Lite Plumbing,
Rapid Cleaners and the Legion Hall.
These buildings were demolished or
moved, to make way for the massive
new City Centre building. F. W. Woolworth Company, the developer, was
ready to put in their front entrance
way, and the Citizen was still being
published in the old building. The
archway couldn't be finished until our
building was moved.
'Jack also recalls that constant pressure from the town finally resulted in
the construction of the post office
building and the establishment of home
delivery for letters in Thompson for the
first time during his administration. "I
remember the fact", he says, "because
I still have a silver letter opener as a
momento of the occasion."
'He feels that his years as mayor were

rewarding ones, but wouldn't want to
go through them again. "It seemed we
were out every night somewhere. The
demands on your time when you are
mayor are constant. There was the
usual raft of complaints, mostly due to
the fact we couldn't solve all the problems fast enough to suit everyone.
"'It had to be dedication", he says,
"It sure wasn't for the money!"
'A. Brian Campbell, Thompson's
second mayor, from January 1, 1969,
until November 1971, is remembered by
most people in municipal politics in
Thompson as somewhat of a maverick.
Brian had, and still has, definite ideas
about the way a community should be
run. The Thompson system, with an
administrator acting jointly on behalf
of the infant town and International
Nickel, did not meet his approval. He
said so loudly through his first campaign against J. R. Knight our first
mayor, and lost. He said so loudly
through his second campaign against J.
R. Knight, and this time he won.
'We asked Brian what he felt was his
major accomplishment during the time
he was Thompson's mayor, and, he
concluded "it was getting the
Thompson town council to establish an
effective committee system, and in
effect taking over the running of our
city. "
'During the early days Thompson
had been under one man rule by
administrator, Carl Nesbitt, who was
appointed by the Manitoba government. Even after the first town council
was elected, Carl tended to be pretty
much in charge of things, this reporter
recalls. In those days if you wanted an
answer on municipal affairs, you went
to Carl, because he was the only one
who knew.
'During Mayor Campbell's time, this
changed. While Carl Nesbitt remained
as city manager during the early stages
of the Campbell administration, there
was no doubt who was in charge. The
council began to assert their authority,
and finally Carl resigned in favour of
Tom Suchy. An era had ended!
'Brian Campbell recalls that he
called in consultants to set up a good
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constructing the Churchill River Diversion and other projects during this
period, which also added a great deal to
Thompson's growth."
'One highlight of the Campbell years
was a visit by Queen Elizabeth, Prince
Philip, Prince Charles and Princess
Anne to Thompson as part of Manitoba's centennial celebrations. A
proud Mayor Campbell, and his wife
Kay, met the royal party on July 10,
1970, as they stepped off a chartered
aircraft. "The Royal couple were
interested in our city and very warm
towards the local residents," Campbell
said, "I was impressed by them, and
remain so until this day."
'So for Mayor Campbell, he had the
best years, and the worst. He was
mayor when Thompson was to be the
new capital of the north - and he was
mayor in Black September, when the
roof fell in on everyone's dream. An
era had come to an end, and Thompson
would never really be the same again. I
guess we had begun to grow up!
'What former Mayor Tom Farrell,
who held office from 1972 until 1977,
remembers the most about his years in
office was some of the colourful members of his council, and trying to get
Manitoba Hydro to agree to mitigation
work on the Burntwood River as part
of the Churchill River Diversion Project.
'Tom served as an alderman from
1968 until 1972, when he was elected our
third mayor, following Brian Campbell
and Jack Knight. "I took office right
after the major INCO cut backs in
1971," Tom said, "and the local economy was looking pretty bleak. Construction had ground to a halt, and for
the first time in a decade, the city
seemed to have quit growing.
"'Before that time it had been a constant struggle to keep up with the
development that was happening.
Every year the major problem seemed
to be there weren't enough housing lots
to go round."
'One major project that Tom looks
back on with pride was the two million
dollar Norplex Pool which was com-

committee system for the council,
make job descriptions for the city
employees, and explain to the aldermen
the way things were done in other
areas. "We retained only the city manager", Brian says with satisfaction,
"but the Thompson town council now
made the policy" .
'It was during Brian's term as mayor
that Thompson achieved city status, by
a special act of the Manitoba Legislature. Thompson city hall, which was
designed and built in the Campbell
years, was officially opened in August
of 1971, by Premier Schreyer. Brian
recalls he got a lot of criticism for
building the large structure. In fact,
they used to call it Campbell's Castle.
"'My years as mayor were strange
ones. When I came into office the sky
was the limit. By the time I left the
whole Thompson growth syndrome
had changed permanently - for the
worse.
'''My early years as mayor were ones
in which Thompson residents and business people had unbounded faith in our
growth as a city. There was talk of
forty-thousand people by 1980. We
were to be the next Sudbury. All this
changed in 1971, with the dramatic
announcement by International Nickel
that they were laying off six hundred
employees. The nickel market was not
good. The boom had ended.
"'We got a lot of criticism for the
money we paid out to make land available for the City Centre Mall", he
recalls, "We had to purchase buildings, remove streets, and build the new
Commercial Place Area. In retrospect,
it was still a good deal for the City",
Campbell says. "We recovered the
amount spent in three years of taxes on
the building and property. From then
on it has been all profit for the city.
'''During this period a major expansion of the smelter and other facilities
at INCO, meant the town was growing
constantly. We were building several
hundred homes a year, apartment
blocks were going up everywhere, and
we just couldn't keep up with the
growth. Manitoba Hydro was also
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pleted during his administration. "We
had to borrow the money, which was a
new feeling for Thompson, as the city
had always been debt free. At the same
time, we were faced with debts to
develop new land. At the time, some
aldermen thought it was a bit extravagant to go out and build the pool with
borrowed money", Farrell said, "but
we felt it was necessary to complete
recreation in the community."
'Life around city hall during the Farrell years wasn't all tea and roses. Tom
Suchy, the incumbent city manager
who had grown up with the system
here, decided to move on to Red Deer,
Alberta. "We sent out to management
consultants to find us a new city manager," Farrell said, "and they came
back with Tom Nutting."
'Tom Nutting had big ideas about
how the city should be run. City hall is
still the proud possessor of an intricate
two-way radio system that Nutting
purchased to keep track of his far flung
empire; but nobody ever figured out
how to use it.
'It wasn't too long until friction
developed between Mayor Farrell, the
council and the city manager. The
elected officials began to feel they were
losing control as Nutting continued to
add to the city hall staff.
'Finally the tension grew so high, the
mayor and council asked for the city
manager's resignation. Nutting left all
right, but with him went a large chunk
of severence pay, that he was owed
under his management contract. Farrell recalls a cartoon that circulated
around IN CO with himself as the butt
of the joke. Nutting is leaving town
with a wheelbarrow full of money,
while Farrell sits with his feet on his
desk.
'''We got our agreement with Manitoba Hydro in a marathon bargaining
session in Winnipeg," Farrell said,
"when I decided to take the whole city
council down and camp in the Hydro
offices. We simply adopted the tactic
of sitting down and announcing that we
weren't leaving until we had an agreement. Things that were impossible at

3:00 p.m. suddenly got resolved pretty
quickly by 6:30 p.m. when everyone
from Hydro got hungry. Before that it
had been impossible to get any serious
agreement to protect the river banks at
Thompson from the Churchill diversion. We finally got a million dollars to
put rip-rap along the river banks to
keep the banks from eroding.
"'One of my aldermen called Premier Schreyer a liar for making promises that he would help the Thompson
Zoo; then reneging on the statements" ,
Farrell said. "This caused the biggest
furor of my career as mayor. The statements flew back and forth, but we
finally got help for the Zoo.
"'One of the saddest things for me
during those years in municipal office
was the passing away of Dr. Blain
Johnston during his term of office. His
sudden death the night after a city
council meeting was a shock to us all.
He had been an outstanding member of
our city government for many years.
'''My greatest job then was trying to
reduce city expenditures to get them in
line with the realities of the 1970's. The
city had grown so fast, and our expectations were so big, that the public
works department and others badly
needed a shaking up. It was hard to
convince the aldermen that things had
to change, and it was a constant battle
at budget time to keep every department from wanting to add staff despite the fact that we had fewer people to serve.
'''I wouldn't have traded those years
for anything," Farrell concluded, "but
my wife did get a little tired of the
constant meetings."
'Mayor Don MacLean has been a
resident of Thompson since the May of
1961 when he arrived here from Nova
Scotia. He not only is proud of his
community, but claims it has been the
finest place in Canada to raise his
eleven children. "Norma and I have
loved it from the first," he recalls.
"Still love it today, and we are very
proud of the fact that five of our eleven
children still call Thompson home."
'Perhaps his only regret is that they
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Local 6166 in 1967, a position he held
for the next eight years.
"'I saw it all," he says, "I sat with
Brian Koshul, Ken MacMaster, Dick
Martin, and many more as Steelworker
presidents, and enjoyed the good and
the bad. Over the years we managed to
save enough money to get the United
Steelworkers building started," he
recalls. He also gives credit to Axel
Linquist, financial secretary of the
union before his time, for a good job in
conserving union assets. "It had a nice
nest egg when I started," he recalls,
"and was able to add to it."
'''Mike Geravelis, the union president, and myself spent many weeks
trying to get the union building
financed, and construction completed.
, "The town council took up a lot of
time in those days. In 1966 we used to
meet seven nights a week. There were
so many problems caused by rapid
growth, and we had so many green
council members, that it was a constant
task. Every week there seemed to be a
new development announced. All of
these meant more work for the budding
town counciL"
'Don is particularly proud of the
establishment of Thompson's professional fire department during his time
as a council member. "I was in charge
of protection of persons and property," he says, "and felt we needed
better protection for the growing community. From four full time members
of the fire department, the force has
grown to 16 full time men today plus 20
volunteers. It is a professional, well
trained and equipped force, of which I
am very proud.
"'I am equally as proud of our fine
city hall building, which was built
under the administration of Brian
Campbell. We agreed on the need and
today I am just as proud of the building
as Brian Campbell was at the time of
construction. "
'Don was elected mayor of the city of
Thompson in 1977, and is still mayor
today. He won the last election by
acclamation, which speaks volumes

have not been able to entice more of
their family from Nova Scotia to make
the move west and north. "They
always want me to visit," he says, "but
they don't want to come to visit me."
'Don and Norma have always had
busy lives in their northern home. Don
had only been here a few weeks until
someone discovered he had been a
scout master. "Lo and behold, I found
myself in charge of a scout troop and
two cub packs with sixty boys. This was
a little too much so I grabbed Stan

Stan Malcolm of Malcolm
Construction.
Thompson Citizen.

Malcolm and Frank Roe as assistants,
and we were off and running. John
Zonneveld was the local commissioner
at that time, he recalls, and we got lots
of help from the local contractors.
, "In 1963 we decided the boys
needed a camp, so we had a bunk house
hauled over the ice to Lake
Ospawagan, which became our first
camp site.
'He recalls the first camp with mixed
feelings. "The boys weren't much for
getting up in the morning," he said, "I
suppose mostly because they had been
up half the night fighting off black
flies. It is kind of humorous now,
thinking about their efforts to cook,
but it wasn't so funny when you had to
eat the results. Lots of burnt beans and
black eggs seemed to be the only things
they could turn out."
'Don was first elected to the town
council in the fall of 1966. This began a
busy period for him as he also took on
the duties as financial secretary of
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about his popularity with the
Thompson public.'
The above article was written in July, 1981.
Don MacLean has been mayor since that time.
This fact endorses the view expressed by the
writer in the last paragraph of the article.

New railway station in 1961. Note the flower boxes.
Mary Fenske.

Opening of the Gordon Beard Arena. Holly Beard, Mable
Beard and Mayor Don Maclean.

Not one mayor counted among the highlights
of his administration the naming (or, more
exactly the attempted re-naming) of Thompson's
two sports arenas. Perhaps it is just as well. It had
been resolved by the council on one occasion,
that the two arenas should not bear the names C.
A. Nesbitt or Gordon Beard. The arenas, until
satisfactory names could be found, were to be
called Arena Number One and Arena Number
Two. The Thompson population were suitably
confused and, after this confusion had lasted for
several weeks, the arenas' nomenclature reverted
to their former states.
It was probably a sign of the times but none of
the mayors mentioned Thompson's dependency
on the railway in its early days. In Thompson's
twenty-fifth year, however, the railway was not
forgotten. Before the 1981 story of the railway is
given, a further insight into the importance of
that facility in the early years is in order. Once
again the Thompson Citizen, in the anniversary
year, came up with a story of Thompson's
infancy. This time the story was told by Mildred
"Mid" Brown and concerned her and her husband Harold, "Brownie".

'Mid' Brown's boxcar house, 1959.
Mary Fenske.

tion was a complex of converted box
cars and the permanent station was not
built until several years later.
"'Mid's" first home in Thompson,
in 1957, was also a converted box car
near the temporary station. Their
quarters consisted of a bedroom at one
end and a washroom at the other end,
in between was an open area which
served as a dining room-kitchen-living
room.
'Although their living quarters were
warm and fairly cozy, it was still a
lonely life for a woman. "I remember
in the early days, one of the workers for
Quinn's Construction Company
brought his family to the construction
camp. However, she had a small child
to care for and I only remember meeting her once or twice. There were also
one or two other women who came into
the area in the early days. But certainly
not many.
'" It was a real lonesome time," she

'''Mid's'' memories of Thompson
go back several years before Thompson
was a community of families. At that
time in our history all the action was at
the mine, the railway station and at the
construction camps. The railway sta280

them. Strawberries were especially
plentiful and very big. There were also
lots of raspberries, cranberries and
other berries around. When she and
"Brownie" lived at Ilford in 1937, she
remembers the men picked two hundred seventy-five quarts of dewberries
alone. Cranberries were picked off the
high bushes and dropped into bags.
These were then hung down from the
roof and kept there until needed.
"'Mid" told the Citizen that there
were hundreds and hundreds of sea
gulls around at that time. In fact, the
area was a nesting place for the birds
and so many arrived that the first few
days the men had to go out with sticks
to keep the pathways clear. After a
couple of days of being pushed off the
path, the birds got the message and
kept clear of the pathways.
'Everyone coming to Thompson had
to have a special pass as there was
obviously no room for transients.
"Mid" said that when she and
"Brownie" arrived at The Pas Station,
their passes were checked before the
train proceeded to Thompson and,
when they arrived, they were checked
again.
'Everyone was so proud of the new
railway station when it was first built.
"Brownie" even constructed brick
flower boxes around the building and
had flowers brought in from Winnipeg.
It was a great disappointment for
"Mid" this week when she visited the
station for the first time in almost
twenty years and found that the flower
boxes are no longer there. "Brownie"
had put so much time and effort into
them and she really felt sad that his
work had been destroyed.
'Once the town was started' 'it built
up like a fire cracker - it just
boomed." "Lots of women began
moving into the community then," she
said. However, it was a while before
she moved into the townsite because
houses were so scarce at that time, so
she remained at her station home.
Eventually she moved into a small bungalow at the corner of Basswood and
Juniper.

said, "as my daughter was a graduate
nurse and no longer living at home." It
was also a very busy time for the men.
Millions of dollars worth of equipment
were coming in and the men were all
working seven days a week. When
"Brownie" left the 'house' in the
morning (he was the station agent),
"Mid" did not see him until late at
night as he ate his lunch at the
bunkhouse.
'Luckily, her husband had a Dumont
commercial radio with a high aerial and
reception was excellent. It was great
company and she still remembers many
of the programs such as "Maw Perkins", etc. During the early years, when
she lived near the station, she made so
many pillow cases that she still laughs
about it. "Everyone got them for
gifts," she said.
'One of the big events in her day was
when the Quinn workmen went by in
their trucks on the way to the construction camp. She also remembers the day
that she decided to go for a walk down
the tracks where the Band B gang were
still putting in the industrial tracks.
Unknown to her at the time, two big
brown bears had just torn through the
side of a log ice house where the men
kept their meat. Luckily for her the
bears had had a great feast as they were
walking through the bush in her direction. The men spotted the bears before
she did and came running down the
tracks with two by fours. However, the
bears were too full to be bothered with
anyone and just sauntered off into the
bushes.
'Bears were not only plentiful but
there was a community dump not too
far from the station which was used by
Quinn's etc. The bears thought the
leftovers and scraps at the dump made
an excellent feeding place and it
became their regular hangout. "Mid"
used to look out of her window and
watch them. It was too far away to
count them all but she says there were
always lots of them there.
'Berries were plentiful everywhere
and, while it was her job to can them
for winter, it was up to the men to pick
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"'Mid" also remembers when Juniper School first opened. "Everyone
was all dressed up fit to kill that day,
complete with rubber boots, of
course."
"Mid" had some frustrating news for the
Thompson Historical Society. Just four days
before receiving an invitation to Thompson's
Twenty-fifth Anniversary celebrations, she had
thrown out all her copies of every newspaper
published in Thompson up to 1961, the year in
which she and "Brownie" left town. She did,
however, bring her recollections of the early days
and a number of old photographs which were
gratefully received for the archives.
It was fitting that Mildred Brown told her
story of the first railway station in Thompson in
that anniversary year because the railway had
been in the news a great deal since the beginning
of the year but it would be better to take the
events in their proper order.
1981 had all started out so very well. Even the
first baby born in town that year had the right
name. Joshua Grieves Thompson may have had
to move back to South Indian Lake with his
parents but it cannot be denied that he was a
fittingly named baby to bring in Thompson's
Silver Anniversary year. The Thompson King
Miners began the year with their fifth consecutive
win, and then kept on winning. Their streak
ended in mid-March when Flin Flon stopped
them from recording their twenty-third victory.
The Lieutenant Governor, F. L. 'Bud' Jobin,
held the last of his five northern New Year Levees
in Thompson. Although it was true that the
inflation rate was projected to stay at or exceed
the 1980 level and there were troubles in financing
the King Miner statue, these two problems did
not phase the Thompson pUblic. After all, inflation had become a way of life in the past few
years and of course Thompson's gleaming white
King Miner would be paid for; somebody, somewhere would find the money. Then, late in January, came three pieces of news that threatened the
very fabric of the city. News concerning the railway, the police and Lambair.
The story on railway services to and from
Thompson began with a letter to the mayor from
J. J. Dawson the regional express manager of
Canadian National Railways in Winnipeg. In his
letter, Mr. Dawson explained that a study would
be carried out to see if the Thompson express
facility would continue to operate in future.
Express freight between Winnipeg and

Juniper Drive, 1960.

Juniper Drive, 1987.
Graham Buckingham

Construction on Basswood Avenue.
C. A. Nesbitt.

'Like everyone else, she remembers
all the mud but said that when she first
moved to Thompson she wore miners'
boots rather than rubber boots. "Someone always had to jack you up by the
arms when you got stuck in the mire."
"'Mid" also remembers when the
new Hudson Bay store opened. "Everyone brought in so much mud on
their boots, that the staff had to scrape
the floor with shovels. The mud was
then dumped into a container and, as it
was being pushed outdoors, the worker
would always holler 'Toot-toot, toottoot' so that everyone would get out of
the way."
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Thompson would, so the mayor was informed,
be sent by road transportation in future. The only
reason that Thompson may be able to continue to
operate an express service would be if it was
found to be necessary in order to service the Bay
Line communities
News of more proposed rail closures followed. The rail link between Winnipeg and
Thompson was threatened. The Thompson
Chamber of Commerce sent a brief to the Canadian Transport Commission detailing their
objections to the proposed closing. Ken MacMaster also made representations on behalf of
the communities that would see their rail links
with the outside world cut from six trains a week
to three. In August the commission published its
twelve page decision. The proposal by VIA Rail
to cut rail service to communities south of
Thompson was rejected but the proposal to discontinue services to communities north of
Thompson was upheld. Bernie Wolfe, the chairman of the railway committee of the C.T.C.,
announced that the three-day-a-week service
between Thompson and Winnipeg would indeed
be cancelled. Mr. Wolfe expressed agreement
with the concerns voiced by the sixty-three communities north of The Pas without highways or
direct highway access, that rail service was a
necessity to enable the residents to reach such
centres as Thompson, but Mr. Wolfe then
refused to comment on how the people were
expected to cope with the reduced train service.
Doug McEwen, Thompson's city clerk, pointed
out that the cost of a shopping trip for a resident
of Thicket Portage who wanted to come to
Thompson would now include at least two nights
in a hotel instead of one. Mayor Bob McClaverty
of Thicket Portage commented that his community's future was' 'pretty nil. To get a bus we have
to take the train. It will be one hell of an inconvenience."
The Thompson Chamber of Commerce gritted its teeth and waited for the resulting drop in
sales that would accompany the reduced train
service. When the second piece of bad news hit
Thompson in the January of1981, everybody was
assured of being hit in their pocket books. As
with the rail closures, the police affair started
with a letter to the city council. This time the
letter was from the attorney general of Manitoba.
This letter confirmed that the contract between
the Province of Manitoba and the federal government to supply the services of the R.C.M.P.
was due to terminate on March 31, 1981. The

contract was renewable for a further five years
but the federal government was asking for substantial cost increases as far as the provinces were
concerned. The cost to Thompson was estimated
at an extra three hundred thousand dollars
annually. Commented Don MacLean, "Our
federal police force is excellent and even if we had
to pay the increased costs, we wouldn't want to
give it up for a city detachment. However, the
increased costs will make a major new burden for
local tax payers." In August, the same month
that the results of the C.T.C. rail study were
published, came the news that, in Thompson, the
twenty-nine man R.C.M.P. detachment would
cost the city nine hundred and seven thousand
dollars instead of the seven hundred forty-two
thousand nine hundred dollars paid in previous
years. The increase was slightly over half of the
previously estimated figure but still represented a
hike of seventeen point five percent or about
eight dollars per head per annum for the
Thompson population.
The third item of news that hit Thompson in
the January of the celebration year concerned the
local charter and scheduled flight aircraft company, Lambair Ltd. Jack Lamb, president of the
airline, announced in Winnipeg that operating
costs had risen dramatically during the previous
few months and, even though the company was
profitable early in the year, they would be unable
to maintain enough cash flow to cover their past
liabilities. The bank refused a further extension
to the company's line of credit and so, reluctantly, Lambair Ltd. declared voluntary bankruptcy. Rumours began immediately. This was
Thompson; rumours abound in Thompson. The
company would be amalgamated with IlfordRiverton Airlines, they would be bailed out by
the government and 'someone' would come to
their rescue, were just three of the stories circulating during January and February. None of
these events came to pass. On February 26, Lambair, one of Canada's oldest northern airlines,
was declared bankrupt after two potential investors withdrew offers to salvage the company.
Eighteen Thompson employees were thrown out
of work and many northern communities were
forced to rely on charter flights rather than the
Lambair scheduled plane service. From March 9,
Calm Air were awarded temporary authority
from the air transport committee of the Canadian Transport Commission to provide many of
the specific point services which Lambair had
previously operated. The communities that were
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games included a sweep of their semi-final series
against Snow Lake. The King Miners then went
on to defeat the Flin Flon Bombers in a best of
seven final by four games to two. Thompson
teams may have been champions up in the north
country, but, as in previous years, the northern
representatives in the provincial finals came away
empty handed after the final games of the season
were over.
The 1981 story of Thompson Hockey teams
did not, however, end with the King Miners and
the Hawks; other Thompson teams fared even
better than their older counterparts. The team
from Thompson won the Manitoba Metis
Federation tournament held in Thompson on
March 1. On the same weekend, the Tom Thumb
King Miners won the Lions Tournament in Flin
Flon. In early April, the Codville Raiders, a team
made up of Thompson house league players won
the Manitoba Provincial 'BB' Midget championship when they sailed through the competition in
Winnipeg undefeated. On the second weekend in
April, the thirteen year old Lambert King Miners
claimed the consolation trophy in the Tournament of Champions, held in Brandon. The
hockey season ends in Thompson with the Munn
Cup Tournament. 1981 was no exception. The
Munn Cup had been competed for on ten occasions and had been won by teams outside
Thompson every year. The twenty-fifth Anniversary year saw the Thompson Tom Thumb
King Miners carry off the prized trophy for the
home town. Once the King Miners discovered
that they could win the Munn Cup, they did it
again and again in 1984, 1985, 1986 and 1987.
In other ice sports news, the twenty-second
Elks Corby Cup, a national championship, was
held in the Burntwood Curling Club facilities in
March. The Alberta rink won the event, the team
from Manitoba finished in last place winning
only one game.
With all of March's frenzied activity in the
sports arenas, it is surprising that other events
crowded into the newspaper headlines as well. On
March 1, a fire completely gutted the Polaris
single men's residence on the corner of Princeton
Drive and Station Road. This fire provided some
'on the job' training for the Thompson firemen;
later in the year they were to have other means of
training that were not so dangerous. What was
described at the time as being one of the best firefighting training facilities in Manitoba was officially opened by Labour Minister Ken MacMaster and Mayor Don MacLean on July 9. The

to be served by Calm Air were Gillam, Kelsey,
Split Lake, York Landing, Oxford House, God's
Lake, Island Lake, Ilford and Shamattawa. In
announcing the temporary takeover of services,
Arnold Morberg, Calm Air's president, recalled
that when he first started his airline, in 1962, Tom
Lamb, the founder of Lambair was already a
legend among fliers in the north. Arnold Morberg's words served as a sad epitaph to the name
and reputation of Lambair Limited.
Although the three stories concerning three of
the basic services to Thompson, the railway, air
travel, and the police, began in January, the full
extent of the bad news did not reach the population until much later in the year. Thompsonites,
therefore, were able to enjoy the opening of the
community's twenty-fifth birthday celebrations
at the Kinsmen Winter Carnival without reports
of doom and gloom ringing in their ears. Top
honours in the Okimow of the North competition
went to Albert Ballantyne of The Pas who beat
Robert Ducharme ofWabowden by the slimmest
of margins. Walter Koshel, also of The Pas, and
the winner of the event for the three previous
years, was third. Ken Dickson Jr. of Thompson
won the Little Okimow of the North event.
Thompson's population was altering.
Provincial planner, Gerry Enchin reported some
surprising results from a recent study. The population of Thompson was calculated to be fourteen thousand. In 1975, a similar survey had
estimated the population at twenty thousand.
The nineteen to twenty-five age group was down
by seven percent in 1981 compared with 1975 and
this number was reflected in the reduction in size
of a Thompson family which, in 1981 was 3.22
residents per household. One fact that emerged
from the 1981 survey was that Thompson had, for
all intents and purposes, ceased to be a town of
transients. The average length of residence of
people in the Eastwood area was 5.4 years which
rose to an average residency of 10.4 years in the
Riverside area. INCO workers had, on average,
been with the company in Thompson for over
eight years.
As Thompson's changing face turned to
March, a stranger might have detected a selfsatisfied smirk lurking there. Thompsonites had
always liked hockey and, in the early spring of
1981, they had a lot of hockey to please them. The
Hawks, after trailing the Huskies from The Pas
in a three game play-off series eventually triumphed by winning the second and third games.
The King Miners winning streak of twenty-two
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cost of the training site was three hundred thousand dollars which did not include equipment.
About seven hundred fire-fighters a year were
expected to train at the site.
At a banquet held on March 8, eight residents
of Manitoba communities were presented with
Good Citizenship Awards. One of these good
citizens was Thompson's Molly Robinson. Molly
received her award for community service. She
was one of the founders and then executive director of the Y.W.C.A., the founding president of
the C.W.L., the past president of the Thompson
Chamber of Commerce, and a member of the
Thompson Human Rights Commission.
Two new industries opened up in Thompson
at the end of March, Nor-Grit Abrasives and
Sling-Choker Manufacturing (Manitoba) Ltd.
Nor-Grit owed its existance to an idea by Pete
Andresen who had been looking at the INCO slag
pile for years. Pete learned that the slag, when
screened and dried, made a strong blasting grit
that, unlike sand materials, did not contain free
silica which causes silicosis in sand blasting operators. Pete had, in the first two weeks of operation, received orders for thirty-five train
carloads of his material a month. The material
cost Nor-Grit three dollars a ton and sold as
finished product for forty-two dollars a ton. Pete
loved the idea that, no matter how fast he produced and sold his product, INCO were supplying his raw material to the slag pile at far greater
rates than he would ever be able to cope with. The
other business to open, Sling--Choker, was begun
by Dave Carroll who arrived in Thompson in
1980 to carry out a survey into the need for a
manufacturer of wire rope, nylon and chain
slings, chokers for logging operations and crane
cables. Dave had three other communities in
mind, all outside Manitoba, but Thompson was
the area that showed the most promise and so
another industry was born.
There were two other major news items in
March. One of these was a reasonably new venture; the other item was a continuation of a 1980
story which carried over into 1982. The new venture was the idea of a Thompson Folk Festival.
The IN-Manitoba of October, 1987 carried the
story of the beginnings of the festival.

'So Ron and his friends (Ian Farr,
Smelter, Manuel 'Nak' Nakonechny,
Maintenance, and Michael Aldcroft)
chipped in $25 each and started the
Thompson Folk Festival.'
On March 9, Ron Strynadka and Tom Bruce
appeared before city council and asked for permission to use the baseball diamond behind the
Burntwood Curling Club for the festival. The
Thompson Folk Festival was born. On June 24,
from noon until midnight the event called
Thompson Folk Festival '81 Turkey Jam' took
place. Over two thousand people were estimated
to have attended the event. The Thompson Folk
Festival had simple beginnings but it grew
quickly. In 1981 the budget was two thousand
dollars; in 1987 it was seventeen thousand. The
attendance on an hour by hour basis was, for the
1981 event, estimated at two to three hundred
people, for the 1987 a head count showed that
eight hundred and fifty to nine hundred persons
were at the festival at 8:30 p.m. on Saturday
night.
The continuing story for March, 1981, was, of
course, the C.E.S.M. saga. On March 12, the
Thompson Citizen carries a story, part of which
is reprinted here,
'CESM Cable of Thompson, Manitoba has had its license revolked by the
(CRTC) Canadian Radio and Television Commission.
'In its decision, handed down in
Ottawa yesterday afternoon, CRTC
denied CESM in all aspects of their
application, which included a renewal
of their operating license and a request
for an increase in monthly rates
charged to subscribers.
'In making the announcement,
CRTC stated that the quality of service
provided by the cable company during
their past twenty years of existence in
Thompson was the major consideration in turning down the company's
request for a renewal of their license.
'The cable company has been notified that, as of March 31 - 19 days
from now - they will have to discontinue service as they will no longer have
license to operate.
'In a telephone conversation with
The Citizen late yesterday afternoon,
CESM Cable owner Rae Sutherland of

'When Ron Strynadka attended the
Flin Flon Folk Festival in 1980 he
returned home wanting to do something similar for Thompson. His feeling was: "That can't be too hard."
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Edmonton, Alberta, said he was "disappointed with the decision, naturally. "
"'Obviously, it didn't go very well
(for us)."
'Sutherland had learned of the decision from the CRTC only moments
before The Citizen called.
'The owner feels he and his company
became a "political ping pong ball" in
the process, and that despite his
attempts to work out a favourable
arrangement with both the Manitoba
Telephone System and the CRTC, he
was prevented from doing anything to
improve the quality of service (reception).'
Reaction of Thompsonites to the news from
the CRTC was not long in coming. Bev Sawicki,
deputy mayor of Thompson, commented, 'It's
nice to see a group of people get together to affect
some change.'
Mayor MacLean said that the city 'will simply
just sit and wait and see what develops between
MTS, other operators and the CRTC! Ron
Strynadka, who had gathered the petition with
over two thousand signatures which was presented at the Regina hearings remarked, 'We
won! I'm still sort of stunned by the whole thing.
The government moves in slow ways and I didn't
really think it would happen. But it has and I'm
very happy with the decision.' Ken MacMaster
also expressed his satisfaction with the CRTC
decision.
CESM did not go off the air on March 31; they
kept on broadcasting while they awaited the
result of an appeal that they had launched against
the CRTC decision. The CRTC reply to this
action was swift and threatening, they warned
that they could, and would, prosecute the cableTV company if the illegal broadcasts continued.
Shortly after this latest pronouncement by the
CRTC, CESM went off the air permanently.
Not much happened on the cable-TV issue, at
least on the surface, until September. On September 15, a representative of CRTC came to
Thompson in an attempt to explain some of the
commissions actions concerning the renewal of
cable television in the Thompson area. CRTC, so
the city council was told, was working very hard
to make sure that the six applications to provide
cable-TV to Thompson would be processed in
Winnipeg at a hearing on November 3. All six
applicants wanted a licence to provide three new

English language television channels to
Thompson by means of the CANCOM satellite.
At the end of the month, Thompson City Council
reactivated the Thompson Television Committee
to study the applications to bring new cable-TV
service to town. The committee was to consist of
Bev Sawicki, Bob Mayer, Tom Farrell and Doug
McEwen. The brief of the committee was to
examine all the applications and then make their
thoughts known to the CRTC. In October, Manitoba Telephones issued a statement which
promised that Thompson would be ready for a
new cable-TV service by December, 1981. Gordon Temple, Manager of the Customer Service
Department of Manitoba Telephones reported
that, as of the beginning of October, fifty-seven
percent of the cables had been completed and full
completion was expected by December 15.
Towards the end of October, the Thompson
Television Committee published details of the six
bids for the supplying of cable television to
Thompson. The six applicants were: Native
Communications Inc., Virginia Skwarchuk, D. &
D. T.V. Rentals, Severn Enterprises Ltd., Mrs.
P. A. Moreton and Remi C. Smith. The application by Mrs. Moreton was on behalf of Nor-Man
Cable Ltd. who wanted to bring cable service to
The Pas, Flin Flon and Thompson.
At the Winnipeg hearings the Thompson
Television Committee's intervention was
described as "one of the most professional, most
comprehensive the Commission has ever received
on behalf of a community." Bob Mayer commented that, "The CRTC was very impressed
with the detailed intervention and lauded the
committee for the work involved in preparing it.
Doug McEwan deserves most of the credit for
putting the intervention together." Once more
Thompson had done its bit towards the installation of cable television; once more the final decisions with respect to that service were out of the
community's hands. All Thompson residents
could do was wait for the CRTC's announcement. In January, 1982, Thompson heard that it
was the application by D. & D. T. V. Rentals that
had been successful. The cable service began iI
late 1982. The president of D. & D. was nonl
other than Bob Ripley who had built
Thompson's first satellite dish in his front yard in
1980. Several years later, Bob commented, "Yes,
I guess that dish really got me interested in the
possibilities of cable-TV."
There had been huge strides made in the progress of Thompson's divers now that the Norplex
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Pool was in operation. In the Saskatchewan
Opening Diving Championships held in Regina
in mid-April, Thompson divers collected nine
medals. Kelly Harber won two golds and a silver,
Melanie Drain won a silver and a bronze, Colin
Crolly won two silvers and Jason White and
Terry Moffatt won one bronze each. Coach Al
Williams expressed himself satisfied with the
results of the meet and looked forward to the
National Championships to be held in Toronto in
May. Al was right to look forward to the
Nationals. The Thompson team placed ninth out
of the thirty-two competing teams. Kelly Harber
was, once again, Thompson's top diver and won
two silver and one bronze medal to go with the
bronze medal that she won at the National
Championships in Edmonton in 1980. Four
medals in national competition is quite a feat and
even more remarkable if, like Kelly, you were
only eleven years old at the time.
April and May, 1981, saw Thompson with
other topics of interest than the performance of
their diving team. Big time politics came to town.
For two days in April, Thompson played host to
the annual Western Premiers Conference. Perhaps it was a hangover from the poor turnouts
that Thompson had been plagued with at election
time but, at an informal reception to meet the
four premiers, the crowd was disappointingly
small. The four premiers, Sterling Lyon of Manitoba, Alan Blakeney of Saskatchewan, Peter
Lougheed of Alberta and Bill Bennett of British
Columbia sat down for two days of federal government bashing at City Hall on April 28 and 29.
At a reception, held in the Headframe, the premiers were entertained by local talent including
the Aurora Singers. The conference ended with a
tour, by the premiers, of the Kettle Rapids generator plant on the Nelson River.
The Aurora Singers, as well as singing at
several Thompson functions and giving their
usual concerts in 1981, passed another milestone.
The choir was getting older. This fact was
brought home to the members of the group when
Nickie Jensen became a member of the choir.
Nickie was the daughter of Be Buckingham and
her selection as an Aurora Singer marked the first
time that a mother and daughter had sung
together as members of the choir.
The Anniversary Year in Thompson was also
a year of strikes. The inside postal workers and
para-medics went on strike and, in May, the
C.B.C. locked out some of its technicians after
members of NABET refused to insert commer-

cials into an N.H.L. semi-final game. Unfortunately for Thompson, four of the employees of
North Country were members of the affected
union and northern programming was discontinued until a new contract was signed on September to. The news in Thompson was good and
bad. North Country was able to resume broadcasting, but, on a notice on the studio doors
which apologized for the interupted radio service, someone had scrawled 'WHO CARES?'.

The Twenty-fifth anniversary of St. John's United Church.
Left to right, George and Marg Samuels, Nan Hawkins, Ethel
MacDonald and Lloyd MacDonald. Rev. Glen Thompson is in
the background.
Doreen Lindquist.

Everyone wanted to come to Thompson on its
twenty-fifth birthday. On the last weekend in
May four hundred and fifty delegates to the
United Church Conference of Manitoba and
Northwest Ontario converged on Thompson for
three days of meetings. The conference was a
huge success and showed, yet again, how hospitable Thompson could be. St. John's United
Church minister, Glen Thompson, commented
on the weekend, "The biggest question was
whether or not Thompson could host a conference of this size, but the visitors were
impressed with our facilities. In fact many of the
delegates commented that they wished they had
facilites like ours to host such a conference."
Glen continued, "We really are indebted to the
people of Thompson for opening their homes to
the over four hundred visitors. We eventually
had more billets than we needed."
More visitors were expected for the July
Nickel Days Festival but, before more visitors
arrived, Thompson had to be counted. Census
day was rapidly approaching. The Thompson
council had questioned the figures that Statistics
Canada had arrived at for the population of
Thompson at every census in the community's
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existence. In order to prevent another protracted
argument, Bill Laine from Statistics Canada
made a presentation to City Council an attempt
to ensure that Thompson got an accurate count
of its citizens on census day, June 3.
People who did not have to be counted in the
census began arriving in Thompson at the beginning of June. VIA Rail began its twice weekly
Hudson Bay Explorer Tour. The tour opened
with a two hour sightseeing tour of Winnipeg
prior to an evening departure. The Thompson
part of the journey included a two and one half
hour stop-over which included a bus tour of
Manitoba's newest city and a visit to the nickel
mine complex. After the Thompson trip the day
in Churchill must have been something of an
anticlimax for the tourists.
One person who was definitely not a tourist
said good-bye to Thompson in 1981. Eleanor
Ingalls resigned as superintendent of schools and
was given a rousing Thompson farewell banquet
at the Legion Hall. As a leaving present for
Eleanor, the staff at Juniper School presented
her with a rubber boot - only one, the other was
presumed lost in the notorious Thompson
gumbo. Eleanor's place as superintendent was
taken by Brian Wilson who, at the time of writing
(December 1987) still holds the position.
The time for Thompson's birthday celebrations had arrived. The Canada Day fireworks
display, once again by courtesy of Campbell
North, seemed even more significant in
Thompson's twenty-fifth year. For another
group, however, the first weekend in July had
another meaning. The Presbyterian Church in
Thompson, St. Andrew's, had the pleasure of
burning their mortgage as the church building
was completely paid for. Thompson, while feeling happy for the Presbyterians, carried on with
their own celebrations. The programme for the
Nickel Days celebrations and the city's homecoming celebrations was long and varied.
Former residents were asked to register at
City Hall in order to receive details of the special
events planned for the Homecoming Week. One
of these events was certain to bring back memories to the very early settlers of the area. A guided
bus tour of Thompson and the Rotary Moak
Lake Children's Camp at the site of the old Moak
Lake exploration camp was a 'must' for the
former Thompsites. The Juniper and Riverside
areas, being the oldest residential areas in town,
held their own celebrations and many former
residents of those subdivisions showed up for the

parties. The Nickel Days Programme included all
the usual items such as the King Miner contest,
the ethnic booths in the arenas and the parade,
but it also included some new events. The bed
race made its appearance for the first time in 1981.
Three permanent features of Thompson made
their first official appearances too, during the
Nickel Days celebrations. The King Miner statue
was officially unveiled by the Hon. Don Craik
immediately after His Excellency Governor General Edward Schreyer had officially opened the
Nickel Days celebrations on Miners' Day, July
10. The other new features to become permanent
reminders of Thompson's twenty-fifth birthday
were the road signs welcoming visitors to the
'Hub of the North'. These two signs were officially unveiled on Family Day, July 12.
The King Miner statue was designed and built
by Winnipeg sculptor George Barone, the man

Thompson Homecoming, parade of school children.
Thompson Citizen.

Thompson Homecoming, 1981.
Thompson Citizen.
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would turn out fine when negotiations eventually
began. Besides there were other pressing matters
to worry about during that summer. School taxes
were increased to the cottage owners at Paint
Lake. The increases were in the order of seven
hundred percent. Needless to say, cottage owners
at Paint Lake were furious for several reasons.
First, they were not allowed to use their cottages
as permanent residences; therefore there were no
children living there on a full time basis. Secondly, Paint Lake was not in any school district.
The closest districts were Frontier (which served
Wabowden) and Mystery Lake (which served
Thompson), neither district received any taxes
from the Paint Lake cottagers' payments.
Thirdly, cottage owners at Setting Lake, being
outside any local government district, were not
charged any school taxes at all. The amount of
money paid in school taxes by Paint Lake cottage
owners had been from seven to fifteen dollars
until 1981, when the taxes increased to seventy to
one hundred dollars. Meetings were called by the
Paint Lake Cottage Owners Association and a
petition was made available for signing at the
Paint Lake marina. It was enough to make the
cottage owners want to sell up and rent a camping
site at the newly opened Liz Lake campgrounds.
The voices of protest were heard and, although
the wheels of government move very slowly, they
do turn. In 1984, the school taxes of the Paint
Lake cottages was abolished.
In the birthday year, even the permafrost
made its presence felt yet again. Thompson Fire
Department were called in to keep a careful
watch on the area surrounding the Gulf SelfService Station on the Plaza parking lot when
gasoline-saturated soil was found there. Leaking
gasoline lines were the culprits, and the cause was
attributed to shifting soil in the underground area
between the station and the storage tanks. Old
time Thompson residents nodded their heads
knowingly; they had seen permafrost's actions
before, and knew all too well how delicate was
Thompson's hold on the harsh northern muskeg.
Later in August, a group of Indian Chiefs,
representing most of northern Manitoba's
twenty-three Indian bands met in Thompson in
an attempt to lay down a framework for a new
organization which would represent their interests with the federal and provincial governments.
This group of Indian leaders broke away from
the Four Nations Confederacy citing poor northern representation as their reason for this action.
Ken MacMaster addressed the group and stressed

The King Miner statue, erected in Thompson's twenty-fifth
anniversary year to honour all the people who work in the
mining industry.
Graham Buckingham.

who created the Gimli Viking, the Boissevain
Turtle and the Ashern Prairie Chicken. The core
of the statue is a steel mesh on which George
spread a thick, strong plastic coating. The next
six layers were of fibreglass. The statue was then
rubbed down, features added and several more
layers of fibreglass applied. The statue is virtually
indestructable, weighs between three thousand
five hundred and four thousand pounds
(1590-1815kg) and stands just over fifteen feet
(4.6m) tall.
Impressive as the King Miner statue is, there
was a King Miner who was even more impressive.
Lorne Spicer proved that his wins in the previous
years were not just luck. He won again in 1981.
With six wins in eleven contests, the last three
wins being in consecutive years, Lorne has set
records for winning that will probably never be
broken.
In all the success of the birthday celebrations
and the Nickel Days festival there had been a
blight on the proceedings. INCO, for financial
reasons had closed down for three weeks in the
summer months, three weeks that included the
whole of the Homecoming and Nickel Days
events. If this news from the plant site was not
bad enough, worse news was to follow. The year
of 1981 was contract year and the rumours circulating around Thompson were rumours of
strike.
In the aftermath of the festivities no-one was
really concerned by the rumours, after all, people
had left town for their vacations and everything
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the need for the native peoples of Manitoba to
speak with one voice. He did, however, say that if
the chiefs felt that there was a need for a new
group, he would take their case to the provincial
government and try to have the grants for northern bands re-allocated from the Four Nations
Confederacy to the new group. The two day
meeting ended in the formation of a new political
organization to be named Manitoba Keewatinowi Okinakanaka Inc. This new organization
represented twenty-seven thousand treaty Indians. The southern counterpart represented only
eighteen thousand, but, in the Four Nations
Confederacy, northern bands were outvoted
because the southern bands were more numerous
and the Confederacy operated on the principle of
one vote per band.
It was not only Thompson that could celebrate a twenty-fifth anniversary in 1981. People
could do it too. Elsie and Ed Davis were treated
to a surprise party on the occasion of their Silver
Wedding Anniversary on August 15. At the time
that Ed and Elsie were married, Thompson was
still just a dream of the INCO planners. The
agreement between the company and the
Province of Manitoba that made that dream into
a reality would not be signed for another four
months.
The provincial government gave a birthday
present to Thompson in August. It was
announced that a Thompson-Gillam highway,
the first surface road link to Gillam, was to be
completed in two years. The highway project was
budgeted at twelve point two million dollars and
expected to provide employment for over two
hundred construction workers. Ken MacMaster
was not slow to point out that Gillam residents
would have an easier access to Thompson's facilities and commented, "This will, in turn, have a
positive economic impact on Thompson businesses which will have a larger area from which to
draw potential customers. In addition, the road
also will provide residents with access to northern
lakes and recreation areas."
Thompson had had many visitors in 1981 but
more were to come. In October, the Manitoba
Association of Urban Municipalities held its
thirty-third annual convention in Thompson in
honour of that city's twenty-fifth anniversary.
Once again the hospitality shown by
Thompsonites to the visiting delegates helped the
convention to be a major success.
While the Manitoba Association of Urban
Municipalities were discussing their resolutions

in the Legion Hall, Thompson residents were
being swamped by a flood on educational news
items. The start of the educational issues was the
renovating of the Juniper Centre which was
undertaken at a cost of fifteen thousand dollars
and paid for by a grant from the Manitoba
Department of Community Services. In midOctober the idea of a new proposed educational
facility was postulated. The Thompson Citizen
had the details:
'Plans are underway for the University of Brandon to open its own "offcampus" centre in Thompson to meet
the demands of new students enrolling
in Teacher Education, representatives
told a small gathering at the
Letkemann Theatre.
'BUNTEP (Brandon University
Northern Teacher Education Program), an eight year program of Brandon University to take a teachers'
certification program into northern
Manitoba, is tar getting for 35 new students to commence classes in the
Thompson centre.
'The centre will have a full-time
director in Dr. Gerarda Pura who has
already been busy with accepting
applications for enrollment and finalizing the physical arrangements of the
centre.
'BUNTEP has not yet announced
where the centre will be located in
Thompson, but is expected to do so
shortly.
'Two day-care centres will also be a
part of BUNTEP, although not as a
part of the centre.'
By the time November came round the
BUNTEP organization had two further pieces of
news to report. They had located a suitable
building, 11 Nelson Road, the site of the old Kit
Inn and the Thompson City Council had decided
to support the programme which had announced
its intention of starting operation in January of
1982. Later on in the year, in December, City
Council reached into the city coffers and gave
BUNTEP a grant of five thousand seven hundred
dollars towards its first year programme. Not
everything was going BUNTEP's way at the end
of 1981, however.
It was the Thompson Teachers' Association
that threatened to upset BUNTEP's plans. In a
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and become a true centre for the north of Manitoba.
Education had not finished making news in
1981. At the end of October, a group of parents
appeared before the school board to present a
brief requesting the board to provide French
immersion classes as soon as possible. About
forty parents were interested in the idea of their
children being taught all classes in the French
language. The immersion issue was an idea whose
time had come in Thompson. At the beginning of
December a group calling itself Parents for
French Immersion was formed and, at a booth in
the mall, this group managed to sign up one
hundred and forty-one parents who were interested in French immersion classes for their children. In late September the school board
announced their intention of starting French
immersion classes from September, 1982. The
original intention was to start French immersion
in grade one only but, because of the demand, a
grade four, late-entry French immersion class
was also begun at the same time. All French
immersion classes were held at Riverside School,
which eventually was renamed Ecole Riverside
School. In 1987, the French immersion classes
had proved so popular that grade one classes in
French were also started at Deerwood School.
Still education continued to make headlines in
Thompson as 1981 drew to a close. Inter-Universities North held their annual public meeting in

letter to the school board, the Teachers' Association reported that they had advised their members not to volunteer to train BUNTEP teachers
in the Thompson elementary schools. The teachers' letter expressed "extreme displeasure" at the
way in which the school board had begun negotiations with BUNTEP, and these negotiations
could potentially alter the working conditions of
a number of elementary school teachers without
first consulting with those teachers or their professional organization. The letter went on to say
that the teachers "deplore the Board's apparent
attitude of indifference to, and lack of consideration for, employees in this matter."
Even without the intervention of the teachers,
the placement of thirty-five BUNTEP students
was going to be a problem. Jay Gorman, a coordinator for BUNTEP, explained to the board
that he planned to place student teachers in
Nelson House, Wabowden, and the Frontier
School system as well as in Thompson's elementary schools. Placement of student teachers was
not due to take effect until the fall of 1982 and so
BUNTEP had quite a time to resolve placement
difficulties. The BUNTEP training went ahead as
planned in January, 1982, and marked the beginning of a new era in Thompson's development.
At the beginning of its history, Thompson had
been brash, aggressive, and impatient, as the
community struggled to establish itself. Now the
city was attempting to build on its foundations

The senior Sunshine Singers directed by Liz Browne with pianist Ginny Parent.
Linda Garrett.
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Ecole Riverside School in 1987. This was the first school in
Thompson to house a French Immersion programme.
Graham Buckingham.

The junior Sunshine Singers directed by Candace Stobbe
with pianist Karen Buller.
Linda Garrett.

the Provincial Building. Only four people turned
up to discuss what courses they would like to see
offered for the following academic year. As if to
make sure that educational items would still be to
the fore in 1982, the students and staff of R. D.
Parker began to detail the plans for the school's
twentieth birthday celebrations in January, 1982.

groups. Liz directed the older group while Candace Stobbe directed the younger choir which
consisted of children from kindergarten to grade
three. The fall of 1981 also saw this young choir
prepare for its first major tour. The senior section travelled in June 1982 on a trip which
included singing stops at Dauphin, Brandon and
The Pas.
Not all travel was as easy as the Sunshine
Singers' tour. In November, 1981, a Grey Goose
bus slid off the road due to icy conditions. Three
passengers were injured; the most serious injury
was a broken collar bone. The accident occurred
about one mile south of the Wabowden turn-off.
One group of people celebrating in that
November would have pointed out that air travel
was far superior and safer than bus travel. In
November, the Airport Association hosted a
retirement party at the St. Lawrence Hall for
airport manager Bounce Weir. Bounce, who was
due to retire on November 15, had served the
association for thirteen years as the manager of
Thompson Airport.
Thompson City Council again made news in
1981. They moved to restrict the use of pinball
machines. They had also decreed that no home
should have more than two dogs on the premises.
However, in October the council faced one of its
toughest challenges ever. The Thompson Citizen
reported the story thus:

The Collegiate production of 'Anne of Green Gables', 1981.
R. D. Parker Collegiate.

Just when Thompsonites were thinking that
they could go for a whole calendar year without
an election, the provincial government let them
down. The government also let themselves down.
Thompson went with the flow. Howard Pawley's
N.D.P. ousted the Sterling Lyon Conservatives.
In the Thompson riding, Steve Ashton defeated
incumbent Ken MacMaster and Liberal candidate Cy Hennessey.
It was in the fall of 1981 that Thompson's
latest choir, previously known as the Thompson
Children's Choir, received a new name. The Sunshine Singers, as the choir was renamed, were
formed by Liz Browne and were split into two

'THOMPSON, Manitoba (CP) Boa Constrictors have some snakehating people in Thompson, Manitoba
all choked up. The City Council may
decide to pass a law controlling odd
pets.
'The Council is to be asked next week
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to consider a bylaw change that would
label all pet animals other than dogs
and cats "exotic", requiring special
permits.
'A young pet boa, measuring about
1.2 metres in length, caused a commotion in Thompson when it was spotted
this summer wriggling across the lawn
of an apartment building.
'City Engineer John Harkness says
Thompson has had problems in the
past with other unusual pets ranging
from polecats to Canada Geese to a
miniature pony that bit people.
'Harkness says Thompson's animal
control bylaw is vague on how to define
an exotic animal. The Councillors
called in city solicitor Jack Drapack,
who suggested they might class all animals other than dogs and cats as exotic.
'Drapack says such a definition
would put the onus on owners of
unusual pets to register them and
acquire special permits for them, where
necessary. '
The main story of 1981 had nothing to do with
animals, education, twenty-fifth anniversaries or
transportation. It concerned nickel, or, more
correctly, it concerned the producers of nickel.
As has been mentioned previously, 1981 was contract year at the minesite and the prognosis was
not good. The negotiations between INCO and
Local 6166 of the Steelworkers Union were in
trouble almost before they started. Tentative
talks between the two sides began at 10:00 a.m. on
July 9; they lasted two days. Then the three week
vacation shutdown intervened. Before the
resumption of the negotiations, IN CO
announced their second quarter earnings for 1981;
they were not good. Earnings were $42.8 million
in the second quarter of 1981 compared with $46.1
million in the same period of 1980. When the
earnings for the first six months of the year were
taken together, the loss was even more dramatic.
In 1980 the company had earnings of $143.6 million in the first half of the year; in 1981 the
earnings totalled $69 million.
It was against this background of reduced
company profits that the negotiations resumed
on August 6. These negotiations did not last long.
They broke down in less than two days; the
reason was the issue of payment for union negotiators. This issue was not just a local one. The
Steelworkers had been asking for payment for

union negotiators at contract talks all across
Canada. The Thompson Citizen carried the news
of the breakdown of the contract talks.
'Negotiations between the Local 6166
of the United Steelworkers of America
and INCO Metals Company, are still at
an impasse today (August 10), as each
side claims the other has to make the
first move on the issue of paying union
negotiators while contract talks go on.
'At two meetings Friday, union
members who attended gave support to
the negotiating committee to continue
their stand of no negotiations until the
company agrees to discuss the compensation for their (the union's) negotiators.
'The union negotiators offered to
work dayshifts and hold evening meetings for negotiations until they could
get agreement on the company's part to
pay wages for negotiators while the
talks continue. The union says the
company refused this suggestion. The
company suggested the union negotiators work afternoon shifts while the
negotiations were being conducted,
saying they felt both sides would have
better access to materials in the mornings.
'The company said the union team
found working the afternoon shift
unacceptable, and discontinued negotiations without explanation. The company release says that they proposed to
introduce the pay issue for negotiators
at monetary discussions which are
scheduled to begin on September 1.
'The company negotiator T. (Terry)
Lineker, said that he felt the union
would make a counter proposal to the
company's suggestion of working
afternoon shift, but none had been
forthcoming. !
Both sides had stated in the press that they
thought it was up to the other side to make the
first move on the payment of negotiators issue.
This was not a healthy situation, especially as
both the company and the union wanted negotiations to be concluded by September 9, in order to
give union members a chance to vote on the
contract before the current contract expiry date
of September 15.
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Although the talks had broken down on an
issue unrelated to the main contract negotiations,
the union had had the time to present their
"shopping list" to the company. The union's
proposals were, to say the least, comprehensive.
Their presentation to the company read as follows:

INCENTIVE PAY; To be calculated
and paid each two week period.
MAINTENANCE OF RATE; All
employees receive no less than their
stencilled rate for all hours worked.
HOURS OF WORK; Thirty-seven and
one-half hours (37'/2) per week, five
day work week, punch clocks located in
gate houses.
OVERTIME; All time worked in
excess of seven and one-half (7'/2)
hours or in excess of thirty-seven and
one half hours (37'12) to be completely
voluntary. Rate of pay for said work to
be two times full hourly pay (including
premiums, C.O.L.A. etc.)
VACATIONS; Twelve days after "anniversary" of employment and one
additional day per year thereafter.
Vacation pay must be no less than the
hourly rate (including premiums,
C.O.L.A. etc.) multiplied by vacation
hours. Members to choose vacation
times.
SPECIAL VACATIONS; Special
vacations should have the same status
as regular vacations so our members
can use them to their benefit. Pay for
such vacations should be calculated
using the same method as regular vacations.
GENERAL HOLIDAYS; An additional statuary holiday to be taken in
February.
BEREAVEMENT LEAVE; When the
death is a spouse or a child, leave
should be a period of fourteen days. All
other leave should be five days. Brothers and sisters-in-Iaws should be
added. Pay should be calculated as for
vacations.
PARENTAL LEAVE; When a child is
brought into the home, the spouse
should have fourteen days paid leave to
assist with and familiarize themselves
with the child. Pay as for vacations.
COMPASSIONATE LEAVE; Provisions must be made for compassionate
leave.
SHIFT PREMIUM; Afternoon shift
workers should work seven hours and
receive seven and one-half hours pay.
Night shift workers should work six
and one-half hours and receive seven
and one-half hours pay.

'A new Collective Bargaining Agreement must upgrade and include the following items:
PENSION PLAN; Twenty-five years
service, regardless of age, entitles one
to retire. Pension rates must realistically reflect wages and be indexed.
Pensioners should receive all negotiated benefits.
DENTAL PLAN; Upgraded and the
fee schedule be the current rate.
OPTICAL PLAN; Optical plan
including all members of the family.
ACCIDENT AND SICKNESS; Paid
from 1st day at $400.00 per week. Life
insurance - $25,000. Long term disability plan must be implemented.
Children over eighteen, attending
school, should remain eligible for all
benefits.
MANITOBA HEALTH SERVICES;
The company must maintian all costs,
or any increase in costs, of the existing
plan. Any changes or cessation of the
plan, company must bear costs or provide suitable plan.
TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGE;
Existing clauses are inadequate and
restric6ve.
SEVERANCE PAY; A realistic severance pay provision with a rate of four
weeks pay after one years service and
two weeks for each years service thereafter. Severance pay should not be
restricted to technological change.
MEMBERS SECURITY; Five cents
per hour, per employee for Counselling, Stewards, Safety and Health and
Union activities.
WAGES; Two dollars ($2.00) an hour.
Four cents (4 cents) increment increase.
C.O.L.A. (Cost of living allowance);
Existing C.O.L.A. to be rolled into
base rate, and then each three months
thereafter. New formula: Base 1961:
one cent (1 cent) for each zero point two
five (0.25) increase in the C.P.I.
294

retrained and provided with meaningful employment.'

SHUT DOWN; Any shut-down, plant
closure, or alteration of schedules to be
negotiated with the union.
STEWARDS, SAFETY AND
HEAL TH REPRESENTATIVES;
Must have access to fellow workers for
eight hours each week, fully paid for by
the company.
TRANSPORTATION; Free transportation to all job sites.
TOOL ALLOWANCE; Adequate tool
allowance for all trades.
CLOTHING; All necessary clothing
and safety equipment needs should be
fully paid for by the company.
Clothing should be washed by the company.
DAY CARE; Company should subsidize day care.
EMPLOYEE RELATION REPRESENTATIVES; The role of these representatives should be fully negotiated
with the union.
MODULAR TRAINING; Should be
negotiated with the union.
DISCIPLINE SYSTEM; Arbitrary
aspects of discipline to stop.
SENIORITY AND JOB POSTING;
These articles to be totally reviewed
and revised.
CONTRACT LANGUAGE; Many
areas must be reviewed and revised.
CONTRACTING OUT; The practice
of contracting out work should cease.
STEWARDS; Shall be present at all
discussions between a member and a
representative of the company.
DISCHARGE; Any member discharged shall continue to work until
final disposition of the case.
GENERAL PROVISIONS; Any
changes, additions, deletions, or
alterations to existing conditions in
effect upon the signing of a new agreement, must be negotiated with the
union.
INTERIM MEETINGS; Interim meetings each three months.
LENGTH OF AGREEMENT; Agreement to be of no more than one years
duration.
INJURED AND INCAPACITATED
WORKERS; Workers disabled
through injury or illness etc. should be

The difficulties of the two negotiating teams
to agree was apparent. However, if the two sides
could not agree to meet, discussions could be
promoted by media releases. On August 10,
INCO's news release to staff employees stated
that contrary to statements made by the union,
the company "remains anxious and willing to
bargain". The release went on to say that the
company did not stall negotiations during the
period of the shutdown, but it was the union that
was unprepared to meet unless the company
agreed to pay the bargaining team. The company
information release went on to say that INCO
had not "flatly refused" to pay the union negotiating committee but was prepared to bargain on
that item.
Perhaps INCO was feeling a little upset at the
union proposals. Their release commented that
the payment for negotiators was not seen, by the
company, as the real issue that had brought
negotiations to a dead stop. As far as the company was concerned, it was the ultimatum bargaining style that was the disruptive factor in the
deadlock.
The news release to staff and the media had a
positive result. On the evening of August 13, the
union and the company resumed talks, but the
only item on the agenda was the question of
payment for the union's negotiating team. It
took two days, but that issue, at least, was
resolved. INCO agreed to pay the union an
undisclosed sum of money to be used by the
union to pay their negotiators for the time they
would be off work. It was also announced by
both sides that discussions on the new contract
would begin, in earnest, on August 18.
The Thompson public were lulled into a false
sense of wellbeing. No word was heard on the
progress of the negotiations until August 26,
when union president Blake McGrath told a
meeting of seven hundred union members that a
further informational meeting would be held on
September 1. The entire package deal would be
presented to the union membership on September 10, so that they would be in no doubt
about what they were voting for in the ratification vote planned for September 14. Unfortunately, news began to pour out of the contract
meetings over the next few days. On Friday,
August 28, IN CO made an offer on the union's
non-monetary proposals. The union represen295

tract length if no government grant
awarded.
C.O.L.A.; Old formula: Base 1961 at
the rate of 1 cent per hour for each rise
of 0.35 in the Consumer Price Index.
Calculation was to begin from June
1981, with adjustments calculated every
three months during the agreement. A
C.O.L.A. advance was to be paid and
outstanding C.O.L.A. from the first
year was to be added to the wage rates
as of September 16, 1982. Similar
C.O.L.A. arrangements were to be
made for each successive year of the
contract.
HOURS OF WORK; No offer.
OVERTIME; No offer.
VACATIONS; No additional vacations. Vacation pay 8 hours times basic
rate for each day of vacation. Travel
Allowance increased from $30 to $35
per day of vacation.
SPECIAL VACATIONS; Paid at 40
hours times basic rate for each week of
vacation.
GENERAL HOLIDAYS; No offer.
BEREAVEMENT LEAVE; Ten days
when the death is that of a spouse or
child. This ten days not to include
additional time provided for in other
clauses.
PARENTAL LEAVE; No offer.
SHIFT PREMIUM; Afternoon
increase from 20¢ to 25¢ per hour.
Night - increase from 25¢ to 30¢ per
hour.
TRANSPORTATION; No offer.
TOOL ALLOWANCE; No offer.
CLOTHING; No offer.
DAY CARE; No offer.
LENGTH OF AGREEMENT; Three
years.'

tatives rejected the company's offer and refused
to present a counter offer. In the interests of
keeping negotiations alive, the company proposed proceeding to the monetary issues without
the resolution of the non-monetary items. The
two sides agreed to meet to begin these new
discussions on September l.
At an informational meeting held on August
31, Blake McGrath asked for two votes by a show
of hands. The first point was whether the membership supported the negotiating committee's
position that non-monetary items should be
cleared up before monetary issues were discussed
and the second, more ominous point, from the
community's point of view, was a suggestion that
there should be a strike vote before September 15.
In Blake's words, "Not to mean that we have a
strike, but that we have a mandate to strike."
Both points were endorsed by large majorities
from the five hundred members at the meeting.
Back to the bargaining table went the two
sides. Then, on September 8, came the
announcement that the two negotiating committees had reached agreement on the non-monetary
, issues. Then a further announcement. With time
running out, INCO would present the union with
its final monetary offer in time for a membership
vote on September 10. INCO kept their word, the
offer was brought to the meeting with time for
the union membership to vote. The offer consisted of the following proposals:

'PENSION PLAN; Basic pension
increased from $10 to $15 per month
mUltiplied by years of service. Full
pension after thirty-five years service.
DENTAL PLAN; Update fee schedule
for all covered services to 1981 level.
OPTICAL PLAN; To be effective
from November 1, 1981.
ACCIDENT AND SICKNESS;
Increase from $205 to $250 over the
length of the contract. Life insurance
increased from $18,000 to $20,000.
MANITOBA HEALTH SERVICES;
No offer.
TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGE;
Alteration of clauses.
SEVERANCE PAY; No offer.
MEMBERS SECURITY; Union and
company to approach the government
concerning continuation of grant.
IN CO to pay $15,000 per year of con-

When the two proposals, the union's first list
and this, the company's final offer are compared, is it any wonder that the union recommended rejection of the company's offer to their
membership? Reject the offer the membership
did. Some eighty-seven percent of the membership turned up to vote and 70.2 percent voted
for strike action in spite of the fact that INCO
had published a full two page advertisement in
the Thompson Citizen which explained, in some
detail, the benefits of their offer.
296

In spite of a last minute attempt to avert the
strike by INCO, the picket lines went up at midnight on September 15. Said Blake McGrath as he
left the eleventh hour meeting, "They said they
had no new money. We informed them that they
needed for new money."
The strike was not a pleasant experience for
the company, the strikers or the community. In
fact, in some aspects, the strike was a dirty one.
There was, however, a lighter side to the beginning of the work stoppage. On September 15, the
Steelworkers themselves were the victims of a
strike, this time by the Steel Centre staff who
were members of the Manitoba Food and Commercial Workers Union, Local 8321. Vonda Walters, the manager at the Steel Centre, said that the
strike occurred when two employees, Pattie
McGee and Joyce Gagnon, refused to serve Blake
McGrath who had been barred from the lounge
until some time in October. The two staff members were then suspended until the end of the
week for their action. The rest of the staff immediately stopped work, picket lines were set up and
the strike lasted for five hours until, Blake
McGrath went out to the picket line and told
them that the suspensions had been lifted.
Not all disputes could be ended so quickly and
so amicably. On the first day of the strike, September 16, eight Swan River-The Pas haulage
trailers were returned to INCO together with
their load of three hundred fifty thousand
pounds of nickel. A tip from an undisclosed
source revealed to the striking steelworkers that
there were still some shipments of nickel in
Thompson. A group of members went to the
headquarters of Gardewine Transport but found
no shipments of the metal there. They then
turned their attention to Swan River-The Pas
and discovered the nickel-filled trailers. Blake
McGrath then told Don Cooper, the manager of
the terminal, that, "We're not unfair people,
we're just tough. We're going to have trouble if it
(the nickel) doesn't get out of here quickly. We're
going to start taking off tires if you don't move
them right now." The problem was resolved
when the trucks were returned to INCO by means
of the Birchtree Truck Road. Each truck carried
a union escort.
On the same day, there was trouble, too, at a
Polaris building. A storage room was broken into
and an old TV set and desk were thrown out of a
window along with a number of rolls of toilet
paper. The net result were two broken windows
and paper "streamers" decorating trees and

bushes in the area. The culprits were never found
but Patty Roach, operations manager for the
Polaris, stated that anyone could have got into
the building from outside and caused the
damage.
A letter was sent by Churchill constituency
M.P. Rod Murphy to Bill Clement, INCO President, requesting that INCO make another offer
to the union. Rod Murphy stated that the original
offer "was not unreasonable" and he did not
want to determine "who is right and who is
wrong" but, for the good of Thompson, where
the economy was "already fragile and wounded"
he asked for a further offer and volunteered his
services as an intermediary with the union. The
letter was not answered, at least not publicly.
On the sixth day of the strike, the Manitoba
Federation of Labor, meeting in Winnipeg,
passed a resolution in support of the Thompson
strikers. At the same meeting, Ken MacMaster,
provincial Labor Minister and M.L.A. for
Thompson, told the delegates that he had sent a
letter to both the company and the union outlining ways in which the strike could be ended; but
that was as far as the provincial government was
prepared to go to intervene in the work stoppage.
The union president's response to these two items
of news from Winnipeg was, "I feel we have a
good strike going and an orderly strike. I hope
that the company won't precipitate any incidents. "
While the Manitoba Federation of Labor was
expressing solidarity with the strikers, there were
signs of a few discontented grumbles among the
strikers' families. One wife of an electrical
worker said, "I hope they throw that one year
contract out of the window because we just can't
go through all this tension again next year." The
discontent spread to business people who did not
directly depend on the nickel mine to pay their
wages. Some local merchants, much to the
annoyance of the union executive, began to
demand cash or certified cheques from striking
steelworkers making purchases. This practice
began even before the strikers had received the
last pay cheques due to them and with the bonus
incentive cheques outstanding too. Perhaps the
merchants were fearful of a mass exodus from
town and a host of unpaid bills as had happened
with the 1964 strike.
On September 27, an injunction was served
against seven union members in an attempt to
keep the INCO road open for access by staff
employees. The injunction also prohibited
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strikers from intimidating, coercing, molesting
or in any way interfering with any person or
vehicle attempting to gain entry to or leaving the
INCO plant. As a sign of solidarity with their
husbands and also perhaps in a gesture of protest
over the injunction, a group of the strikers' wives
appeared on the picket lines on September 28.
It was the turn of City Council to take some
action on the INCO strike. They did take action
but the action was of the negative kind. Strikers
who were having financial difficulties had been
advised to call into the welfare department at
City Hall. Bob Mayer brought to the council's
attention that Jim Sanders of the United Steelworkers would like to speak to council about the
problems of people trying to make appointments
with the welfare department. The council
rejected a motion that they meet with Jim Sanders. Mayor MacLean said that the problem had
been caused by the fact that the main clerk in
charge of welfare had been absent from work due
to sickness for the previous three months. The
situation had been resolved with the return to
duty of the clerk and the appointment of another
full time clerk. Perhaps the Thompson City
Council could not see why there were financial
difficulties, they had probably heard the reports.
There were stories in the national press of dozens
of mine workers leaving Thompson for employment elsewhere. Some of this employment was
temporary but some, of course, would turn out to
be permanent. King Miner, Lorne Spicer, who
found work at Snow Lake, commented that every
qualified miner would soon have a temporary job
and that a good portion of their new pay cheques
would soon find its way to the families in
Thompson and provide the city's economy with a
much needed boost. It was not only the striking
hourly workers who were finding other employment; the Thompson Citizen carried more and
more advertisements for staff positions out of
town as the strike lengthened.
Hope came unexpectedly as the strike entered
its second week. INCO vice-president, Lorne
Ames, was stopped on his way into the plant site.
He was talking to Blake McGrath, when Blake
said that his main concern was to get a good
contract for the men, the length of that contract
was not important. Lorne's comment was,
"Fantastic, great, now we're getting somewhere." As a result of this informal, impromptu
meeting the two negotiating teams were back in
session again, after a break of two weeks, on
September 30.

The newly opened negotiations did not last
long. They were broken off on the second day
when barricades were again erected on the roads
leading into the plant. The barricades were set in
place against the advice of the union executive
who were well aware of the court injunction still
in effect until the following week. On October 4,
a march of several hundred strikers and supporters wound its way from the Steel Centre to both
shopping malls then back to the Steel Centre
again. On Monday, October 5, a new injunction
was brought in forbidding the strikers to inhibit
access to the plant site. This unjunction did not
have a time limit.
Negotiations were on again on October 6, but
the best that could be said of them was that both
sides were talking. The resumption of talks coincided with the first payout, by the union of strike
pay. Each striker who had picketed for fortyeight hours out of the possible one hundred and
sixty-four hours since the strike began, was to
receive eighty dollars plus twenty dollars for each
dependent. Strikers who had picketed between
twenty-four and forty-eight hours were to
receive forty dollars, plus ten dollars for each
dependent. A working spouse was not considered
a dependent for the purpose of issuing strike pay.
It looked as if this pay would really have to
stretch; negotiations broke down again when the
union refused to recommend another company
offer to its members. Terry Lineker admitted that
the offer did not represent an increase in total
dollars but commented that there were no more
dollars available.
There was an informational meeting called by
the union on October 14. The Legion Hall was
jammed with union members; everyone wanted
to be at the meeting, but that is where their
agreement ended. Some, as could be expected,
were of the opinion that they had been on strike
for four weeks and would not go back until they
could see that they had accomplished something.
There was, however, another point of view. One
striker commented, "I have attended all the
meetings and all I have heard is double talk.
When a group of people will go out and hijack
trucks under the name of the union, and then say
they are obeying the law, that's bullshit. Blake
McGrath himself has said that if he didn't get a
one year contract he would take us out on strike
for a year. He has not given us a true vote on any
contract yet. He is not concerned about this town
or your welfare." The view of this particular
striker may have been emphatic, but he in no way
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represented the views of the majority of his fellow workers. A few days later, the minority
began a series of petitions, later combined into
one large document, calling for the strikers to
have a chance to vote on the company's latest
offer. By October 22, the petition had gathered
the signatures of two hundred strikers. The petitions, however, did not get much chance to
gather more signatures. Picketers appeared at the
two shopping malls and disrupted the activities
around the desks where the petitions were displayed. Although the management of both malls
eventually asked the picketers to leave, the
damage had been done and a legal petition had
been nullified by active picketing.
The news from INCO headquarters could not
have come at a better time for strike bound
Thompson. The news was bad but it fuelled the
hopes of those who wanted a quick end, on any
terms, to the industrial action. In the third
quarter of 1981, INCO had lost money, $29.4
million. This was the first quarterly loss registered by the company in fifty years. Earnings for
1981 were $40.8 million compared to $182.5 million for the first nine months of 1980. In a separate announcement that had absolutely no
connection with the strike or the declared INCO
loss, the Manitoba division described their plans
for a new open pit to be begun in the area
occupied by Thompson Lake. This open pit was
to replace the existing Pipe Open Pit which was
expected to be depleted in 1984.
As October ended, there were some curious
pieces of news concerning the actions of the
union membership. Pickets were set outside the
INCO Benefits building in the downtown area of
Thompson. The union stated that the pickets
were there for informational purposes only. On
the morning of October 27, the union executive
published a bulletin which read:

suspend Blake McGrath from all his
functions in the union. Under the terms
of the international constitution and
the local union by-laws, Fred McGee is
now president of our union.
'The negotiations committee was
immediately informed of the situation
and gave its full approval of the executive's decision and its full support for
the new president, brother Fred
McGee.
'The grievance presented by the
OPEIU will be heard at the earliest
possible date.
'There will be an informational
meeting for all members of Local 6166
Wednesday morning at the Legion at
10:00 a.m.
'Executive Local 6166'
This bulletin came as a shock to the union
membership who had just received the good news
that a dance to raise funds for the strikers had
realized a profit of about one thousand dollars.
Wondering what to expect at the informational
meeting, the union members made their way to
the Legion Hall for the Wednesday meeting. The
Thompson Citizen's report of the meeting began
as follows:
'Blake McGrath was reinstated as
President of U.S.W.A. 6166 at a union
meeting yesterday, when union members gave him overwhelming support to
upend the Executive and Negotiating
committees decision of the previous
day to suspend him as president. Their
decision to suspend McGrath had been
made due to a grievance lodged by the
OPEIU against the local. The OPEIU
represents the union's secretary.
'At the beginning of the meeting,
eyewitnesses said that as McGrath was
approaching the public mike on the
floor, a member jumped up and struck
him several times in the face causing
bleeding to the face and ear area.
McGrath is said to have refused medical aid until the close of the meeting.
Following the incident, he proceeded to
the stage and chaired the meeting.
'During the meeting McGrath
received the support of the membership. An announcement was also
made that the union would be meeting

'This morning, at 10:00 a.m., the
executive of Local 6166, USW A met to
discuss a grievance lodged by the Office
and Professional Employees International Union (OPEIU) against the local
and to discuss the situation in the strike
against INCO. The OPEIU represents
the union's secretary.
'Because of the extreme seriousness
of the nature of the grievance both in
its implications for the functioning of
the union and the success of our strike,
the executive voted unanimously to
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first offer had been rejected by sixty-one point
one percent of the union's membership. This, the
second offer was rejected by six hundred seventy-three votes out of the total of the 1,211 votes
cast. Less than thirty-six percent of the total
membership had voted to reject the offer and it
was clear that over five hundred of the membership had either left town or could not be
bothered to vote.
Immediately after the vote, the R.C.M.P.,
with the help of a front end loader, cleared the
road to the plant site of logs and broken glass to
allow INCO staff passage through the picket
lines. The next week saw the citizens' petition
presentation turn into a non-event. The petition
was supposed to have been presented to representatives of INCO, Local 6166, and the local
political leaders. Organizers of the petition had
asked for the representatives plus the candidates
for the provincial election to meet at city hall.
Mayor MacLean was the only politician to show
up, no candidate showed up and the INCO and
union officials were very tight lipped about the
whole business.
Larger cracks seemed to be appearing in the
union facade. Letters from disgruntled members
appeared almost daily in the local press. Then a
series of events persuaded even the most die-hard
strike supporter that INCO were not joking or
lying when they claimed to have no more money
to offer. At the end of November, INCO's credit
rating was lowered from A (low) to BBB (low)
because of the company's many unproductive
investments and its large debt. In the last week of
November, in an effort to compete more
favourably on the world nickel markets, INCO
reduced its price of the metal to three dollars,
twenty-nine cents ($3.29) per pound from three
dollars fifty cents ($3.50). Although the union
received support from over four hundred members of the Canadian Nickel Conference of Steelworkers, who met in Thompson on November
27, the biggest news was that, at a meeting of the
Thompson Chamber of Commerce, former
IN CO Manitoba president, Charlie Hews, told
the assembly that INCO's future looked
"bleak". Backing up Hews's statements, INCO
announced further cutbacks in their Ontario
Division later in the month, then followed this
announcement up with the news that they were
withdrawing from the battery business and writing off the nickel producing plant in Guatemala.
The Indonesian operation would not, however,
be affected by the cutbacks. As if to reinforce the

in the afternoon with the Minister of
Labour, the Hon. Ken MacMaster and
the deputy minister.
'Following the meeting, The Citizen
spoke to a number of union members
who had supported McGrath. Many
said that he had received their support
because they did not feel that
McGrath's suspension had been done
according to the rules of the union constitution. While another member said,
"I admire his guts in coming to the
meeting under those conditions. I'm
convinced he's a fighter and the type of
person we need.'"
The incident of the out-then-in again presidency of Blake McGrath seemed to take a little of
the wind out of the sails of the union. The next
day both the union and the company announced
that Mauris "Moe" Eyolsson, the Deputy Minister of Labour, was to act as arbitrator in the
industrial dispute. After two days of separate
discussions between the company, the union and
the provincial government arbitrator, a new offer
was prepared. INCO called the offer a tentative
settlement, the union negotiators called it something completely different. In a special edition of
the union broadsheet Picket Lines, which
described the offer, there was a footnote on the
first page. The footnote read:
'The Tentative offer has been recommended by the Local 6166 Negotiating Committee under the threat from
INCO that, if a recommendation
acceptance was not given, the company
would withdraw the offer. With this
form of duress hanging over their
heads the Negotiating Committee
could not present the offer without a
recommendation for the membership
to decide for themselves. It was felt at
this time that it was necessary for the
membership to be given the opportunity to accept or reject INCO's offer'
The broadsheet did give a hint as to how the
offer was viewed, however. Printed across the
top was the headline
'Stewards, Committeemen,
Captains
RECOMMEND REJECTION'
The offer was rejected but not by much. The
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difficulties being experienced by nickel producers, Sherritt Gordon at first claimed that a
C.B.C. programme which said that the nickel
company was going to announce massive layoffs
was "grossly exaggerated" and then, three weeks
later laid off four hundred and twenty workers in
Leaf Rapids and Lynn Lake.
Through all this bad news for the mining
industry, negotiations in Thompson went ahead.
On December 11, a joint announcement was made
that a tentative agreement had been reached.
Blake McGrath told the media that he was in
favour of the agreement and thought it the best
contract ever offered in North America. There
seemed little doubt that the union membership
would vote to accept the contract. Pickets even
began to tear down their cabins and barricades
before the result of the ballot was known. The
approach of Christmas could have played its
part, too, The Salvation Army had calculated
that, even with a declining population, there were
three times as many requests for Christmas hampers in 1981 as there had been in 1980. On
December 14 the union membership voted to
ratify the contract. A total of 1,242 members
voted, seventy-nine percent of these, or nine
hundred seventy-seven voted to accept. This figure represented just over fifty-one percent of the
total union membership of nineteen hundred
workers. The comments of Morgan Svendson,
the chairman of the election committee summed
up the feelings of the membership generally. "It
looks like Santa Claus will make it here after
all," he said, "We should get a pay cheque
before Christmas." There was also a touch of
bitterness in Morgan's next comments. "We've
stayed out for this long and never achieved any
more cash," he said, "We received other things
for staying out this long, but ... I don't think it
was worth it." Harry Studley commented, "I'll
get by, what else can I do? Our union negotiators
did a poor job."
It is easy to see why the membership could
have felt cheated by the new contract. The wage
increases were the same as the company had
offered back in September, only the C.O.L.A.
clause had been altered and there was always the
chance that the cost of living would drop.
In order to make sure that the Steelworkers'
families affected by the strike would at least have
something special for Christmas, the Native peoples of Thompson, Norway House and Cross
Lake banded together in a fund raising effort.
The project consisted of a monster bingo, an

auction and a bake sale. The group, calling itself
In-Ni-Ni-Wak raised $4,596.35; of this four
thousand dollars went to Local 6166 to help provide Christmas cheer for the Steelworkers; five
hundred dollars went to the Native Awareness
Group's deficit and the remaining ninety-six
dollars and thirty-five cents was left in the InNi-Ni-Wak's account to help finance future
ventures.
INCO had a final comment on the contract.
William Correll said that the figure of an increase
of eight dollars and twenty-eight cents ($8.28)
that the union claimed would occur over thirtytwo months was incorrect. The contract was
actually worth an increase of seven dollars and
eighty cents ($7.80) over the full thirty-three
months that the contract had to run. He also
stressed that the contract was basically the same
one that the union had rejected in September.
Thompson did not care. The strike was over.
It had been a hard struggle. The strike had set
neighbour against neighbour and split the community into 'them and us' camps. No more
should be said, thought the Thompsonites; forgiving and forgetting was the order of the day.
There were promising things happening in the
city. The Thompson Open Pit project was starting. This pit would produce nickel for seventeen
years after its proposed commissioning date of
1984. Even the terrible mathematicians could calculate that IN CO expected to be around into the
twenty-first century, whatever state the nickel
market happened to be in in 1981. Even the news
that there were going to be further cut-backs and
layoffs in Sudbury was not a cause for concern
for Thompson. It seemed that some one hundred
and fifty workers did not return to Thompson
after the strike; that should be a large enough
manpower reduction to satisfy even the most
stringent cut-back fiend.
Thompson was also news. True, it had hit the
national headlines fairly frequently with its long
strike and the intricate wheelings and dealings;
but this was different. Thompson was to be on
national television and was to be portrayed with a
positive image. As an epilogue to the year, the
article in the Thompson Citizen describing the
event are reprinted here:
'It all began some weeks ago when
Bunny Kane, Manager of C.H.T.M.
and publicity chairperson for
Thompson's 25th Anniversary Celebrations, thought it might be a good
idea to tie in Thompson's Anniversary
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with Front Page Challenge's Anniversary, celebrating their 25th season on
the air. Official word was received
from Front Page Challenge that it was
a great idea and Mayor and Mrs. MacLean were invited to Toronto for the
weekend.
"'All my fears and nervousness
quickly disappeared the moment the
panel started asking me questions."
Mayor MacLean told the Citizen. "It
was also a great relief," he said, "to
find out at the very last minute that the
show was to be taped and not live. The
experience of being on the show and the
hospitality and friendliness of host
Fred Davis, panelists Gordon Sinclair,
Pierre Burton, Betty Kennedy and
guest Sheldon Turcott and the staff
made it all seem like a fairy tale come
true. "
'The headline the panel were going
after was "Labour Troubles mar
Thompson's 25th Anniversary."
Mayor MacLean had prepared himself
for lots of questions but found that the
panel were most interested in our community, its .people and how the strike
had affected Thompson. Sheldon Turcott did ask a bit of a sticky question
though, when Mayor Don was in the
hot seat. "What is the average wage of
the people in Thompson and are they
earning enough?" Mayor Don's
answer brought applause from the
panel and we'll leave you guessing until
you watch the show. In case the readers
missed the show, the mayor's reply was
"Is anybody earning enough?"
'At the close of the show a 12 pound
Thompson Anniversary cake was presented to the panel on behalf of the
City and the people of Thompson. The
cake was the work of art of Dorothy
Wall.
'Later Mayor MacLean presented
everyone with Thompson pins, Anniversary nickel dollars, an Anniversary
stein, a booklet and copies of the Citizen headlined 'INCO Strike Settled'.
He also presented them with INCO
Buffalo tie pins made from Thompson
nickel ore, which were a gift from the
company.'

The maker of the cake, Dorothy Wall, had
been a Thompson resident since 1961. For all of
that time she had been combining art and baking.
The Front Page Challenge cake had the City of
Thompson crest in one corner and a piece of
polished ore from the Thompson mine at the
bottom. Dorothy was usually found in the
kitchen in June busily baking fifty cakes to be
ready for the height of the Thompson wedding
season in July and August. Dorothy admitted
that her cakes have to age and she pierced them
with a knitting needle and then saturated them
with white rum and almond liqueur. No wonder
the party after the Front Page Challenge show
went so well.
The television appearance of the mayor, and
the good pUblicity that Thompson received, went
a long way towards helping the city forget that
what should have been a year of celebration had
come very close to being one of total disaster.
Thompson had, however, struggled through the
late Seventies, suffered and sweated through 1981
and the feeling amongst the population, in spite
of all the gloomy news of the nickel markets, was
one of renewed optimism. The worst must be
over; things could only get better.
Things did, of course, get worse; but that was
a trifle hard to foretell. The optimism was still
there, but there was no longer the smugness and
complacency that had existed in the 'good old
days' of the sixties and the early seventies. The
following years brought more hardships, wage
freezes, business closures, the 1982-83 three
month shutdown by INCO, the ensuing five
months of short work weeks, the six summer
shutdowns - all were faced with good grace,
fortitude and a great deal of humour. There were
good times, too, the 'make work' projects in the
three month shutdown that resulted in the building of the solarium in the Thompson General
Hospital and a good many publicly used buildings being painted or receiving much needed
maintenance.
Incredibly, the Steelworkers in 1984 agreed to
a contract with a zero percent pay increase spread
over three years. By this time, everyone knew that
INCO were in desperate financial straights and
the union was somewhat relieved to find out that
it was not going to be asked to take a reduction in
wages.
In 1985 the Thompson Open Pit came on line.
This was another indication that INCO had faith
in Thompson and, as can so often happen, the
fact that INCO had faith in their own future in
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Tressa Kasian, Miss Manitoba
1986-87.
Thompson's first and last
Miss Manitoba. Tressa was
also the last girl to win the
Manitoba crown, Manitoba
is now split up into four
separate areas each with
its own beauty queen.
The new Thompson open pit, planned in 1981.
Graham Buckingham.

The first twenty-five years of the community
had been dramatic, funny, tragic and traumatic
bu~, as with everything else, the first years of
eXIstence usually prove to be the toughest.
Thompson had endured the weather the terrain
isolation, mud, permafrost, econo~ic reversals:
bad roads and a long strike but had survived.
Perhaps, soon, there would come a time when
Thompson would have an easier life.
Thompsonites hope so, and it is this hope that
keeps. them and their city ever driving, striving,
reachmg toward their elusive, bountiful, shining
destiny.

Thompson gave the rest of the population a
greater faith in themselves and their future. The
city was given another boost in the middle
eighties. when the Limestone project was begun
and offIces were set up in town. The population,
once reckoned to be twenty-five thousand in the
middle seventies had dwindled down to about
fourteen thousand in the early eighties but,
remarkably, began to rise. By 1987, the city was
more firmly established in the northern Manitoba wilderness than ever before. Not only was
the city established but it was also regarded as a
permanent, valuable contributor to the Manitoba
economy.

Nune Dimittis

303

INDEX
Abbott, Laurie 107,110
Abram, Jack 45
Abrey, Lloyd 254,259
Abrey, Owen 264
Acres Western Ltd. 157
Adams, Andrew 260
Adams, David 260
Adams, Laurie 93
Adams, Mrs. G. 93,94
Adams, Neil 78,95
Advisory Council 147
Agreement, The 17,18,37,39
Air Cadet Squadron 125
Airplanes, private 72
Aklavic Construction Co. 24,47
Aldcroft, Michael 285
Alder, A. G. 110
Alguire, Candace 261
Alguire, Cliff 45,65,67,69,76,107,134,
147,159,168,192,205,217
Alguire, Elsie 69, 134
Allard, Jean 221,230
Allen, Rick 133
Allen, Mrs. F. 178
Ames, Lorne 232
Anderson, Gloria 229
Anderson, Mr. and Mrs. D. 195
Andreson, Pete 285
Angell, William 110
Anglican Church 90, 129
Anti-Inflation Board 240-243
Arcand, Mr. 213
Armstrong Ethel 77
Armstrong, Dave 77
Armstrong, Gordon 90, 94
Armstrong, Neil, astronaut 202
Art Group 229
Ashton, Steve 292
Asper, Izzy 221
Asplund, Carl and his Orchestra 136
Association for Retarded Children 124,
126,130
Aurora Singers 219,223,228,229,247,
253,254,287
Austin Airways 45, 149
Ayoub, Ed. 230
B & B Trucking 94
B.P.O. Elks 125, 139, 149, 180,247
Babulic, Gen 124
Babulic, Mike, Sr. 247,263
Babulic, Pat and Mike Jr. 247,263
Bagozzi, Don 254
Bailey Bridge 3,28,205,216
Bailey, J. Barry and Sheila 114, 115
Baizley, Hon. O. B. 140
Baker, A. 110,152,153,165,179,180,203
Baker, Francis 50
Baker, Willie 66

Baldwinson, Barney 22
Ballantyne, Albert 284
Ballantyne, Nora 152
Banasiuk, Harry 77
Bancroft, Brian 188
Bank of Montreal 31,50,51, 116, 117, 171,
173
Banville, Roland and son Raymond 63
Barber,May 196
Barbershop 76
Barkeman, Leonard 221
Barker, Ed, Manitoba Planetarium 174
Barone, George 288
Barth, Dr. 84, 85
Bartley, C. M. 146
Barton, Bob 260
Bates, Ken 163
Baudias, Phil 221
Beard, Gordon, Holly and Billy 68, 106,
109,110,138,151,153,156,157,181,
187,189,190,195-197,201,203,221
Beaton, Mrs. 91
Bebe, David 206
Becken, Alan 259
Becker, Felix 76
Becker, Gerald 172
Beckman, A. 110
Beckman, Volker 222,227,237,239,253,
261
Beketa, Wally 145
Belisle, Marie 196
Belton, Earl and Donna 163, 164
Benedickson, William N. 146
Bennett, Premier Bill 287
Benny, Barry 152
Benson, Gary 145
Berard, Real 219
Bergen, Neil 257, 264
Bergman, Lawrence H. 109
Bertelson, Bert 152, 178
Berthelette, Don 237
Beta Sigma Phi, Mu Chapter and Nu
Chapter 124,176,184
Beyak, Cindy 264
Bianchini Construction 237
Bianchini, Romano 237
Bibeau, Roy 224, 275
Biberdorf, Ken 190
Bigger, Mike 257
Bindle, Diane 96
Bindle, Otto 66-68, 110, 130, 153,268
Birchtree Mine 161-166,218
Bird Construction 80
Bird Radar Station 130, 152
Black, Murray 221
Blais, H. 110
Blakeney, Premier Alan 387
Blood Donor Clinic 149
Bond, Glen 243
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Bonnett, F. 110
Book Club 77
Boone, Donald 230
Booth, Commissioner and Mrs.
Wycliffe 135
Borgford, Scapti (Scotty) 214
Borowski, Joe 144,168,184,188,197,203,
213,217,221,225
Borowski, Stan 264
Bosters, Martin 184
Bostrum, Harvey 251
Botham, James and Sandra 196
Boucher, Pat 66,82, 110
Boulter, Frederick James 109
Bourque, Paul 190
Bowling Alley 62
Boyd, Canon R. S. 90
Boyechko, Pearl 264
Boyes, Neil 28
Bradbury, Agnes 77
Bradbury, Elwood Roland 109
Bradshaw, Gerry 78,90
Braedickow, Mr. and Mrs. O. 78,94, 110
Brandon Sun 46
Braun, Bernie 226
Brazier, Bud 186
Brazier, Mrs. 186,246
Briardale Club 167
Brickman, Stan V. 91,119,124,136
Bridge Club 77
Briggs, Cecil, Churchill 172
Broadfoot, Ron 263,264
Broatch, Ralph 247
Brown, Harold and Mildred, 'Mid', C.N.R.
agent 88,280-282
Brown, Harold James 109
Brown, Morry 243
Brown, Mr. and Mrs. Len, and Kevin 78
Brown, Roy 232
Browne, Liz 292
Brownies 121,164
Bruce, Don 104
Bruce, Tom 285
Buchholz, George 264
Buckingham, Be 222, 287
Buckingham, Cheryl 246
Buckingham, Graham 170, 264
Bugera, Steve 32,95, 123, 17.8, 174
Buller, karen 228
BUNTEP 290
Burnett, Don 164
Burntwood Construction 163
Burntwood Curling Club - see Curling Club
Burntwood Medical Group 201,233
Burntwood Motor Hotel 147, 153
Burntwood School 220, 233
Burntwood Village Centre 139
Burtniak, Peter 204
Burton, Bill 171

Burton, Pierre 302
Butkevitch, Stan 107
Buzza, Roy 62, 109
Byron's Travel 86, 146
C. A. Nesbitt Arena 187,192,244,280
e.B.e.-TV 92,93,123,129,147,154,197
e.B.e.-TV Satellite 170
C.E.S.M.-TV 116,138,170,267,285,286
C.H.B. Ltd. 138,157,199
C.H.T.M. 138,219,248
C.N.R. freight 114,282
Cadotte, Emmanuel and Therese 164
Calder, Bernie and Bert 88, 93
Calder, Betty 95
Calm Air 283
Calvert, Sandra 128
Cambrian Players 188
Cambrian Youth Club 184
Cameron, Dave 68
Cameron, Donald 147, 152, 175, 184,200,
208,209,240
Cameron, Dr. Ross K. 132
Cameron, Merle and AI 77
Camp, T1 27
Campbell, Brian 126,144,147,185,192,
199,202,206,209,210,213,220,221,
240,252,274-277,279
Campbell, Kay 144,152,277
Campbell, Kevin 247
Campbell, Murray 126, 138
Campbell, Premier Douglas L. 16,26,43,
59, 101
Campbell, Roland 270
Campbell, Scott 129
Canada Winter Games 236, 240
Canadian General Electric 36
Canadian Institute of Mining and
Metallurgy 231
Canadian Labour Congress 243
Canadian Vickers Ltd. 36
Canadian Westinghouse 36
CanAm Diversified Investments Ltd. 200
Candlelight Coffeehouse 254
Candy-stripers 200
Capital Developments 114
Carey, Dr. Stuart and Mary 97,239,250
Carey, Murray 212,238,259
Carriere, Roger 223
Carroll, Dave 285
Carter, J. E. 227
Carter, Pam 190
Castel, David 238
Catholic Women's League 188,261
Cearns, Leonard Ervin 109, 110
Centennial Caravan 179
Centennial Chorus 171,174
Centennial Library - see Thompson Public
Library
Chaddock, Edith 77,91,110,127
Chadwell, Ken 213
Chapman, Christine and Laurie 264
Chapman, Leslie 249
Charles, Major J. L. 25,26
Charlton, Ken 232
Charne, Thadeus 200
Chase, Douglas 152
Chaychuk, Maurice 65
Chew, L. 110
Chung, Henry 247
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints 119
Church of the Nazarene 217
Churchill Diversion 155
Circle 55 Square Dance Club 121
City Centre Mall 193,200,203,204,211
Clace, Brian 63,263

Clace, Linda, Bill and Janet 50,63
Clachers, Andrew 175
Clan of '58 156
Clark, Marg. 226
Clark, Prime Minister Joe 260,270
Clarke, Charlie and Vivian 91,107,125,
130
Clarke, Michael 235
Clarke, Ngaire 239
Clarke, Tom 221
Clement, Bill 297
Cleve, George, Conductor WSO 193
Clinic, Dr. Johnston's 23,42
Cloutier, Rev. Father 89
Cochrane-Dunlop Hardware 94
Codville Company 195
Cole, Sterling, Sandra, Kelly, Brian, Karen
and Tammy 112
Coleman, Ron 164
Collegiate Drama Group 188,222,223
Colter, Bill 8
Combos - see George Bassilio's Combos
Community Activities Organization 115,
130
Comtois, Hon. Paul 100, 101
Convey, Dr. John 146
Continental Interior Missions 68,127,151
Cook Lake Discovery 9, 10
Cook, David Glen 238
Cook, Henry and Family 6, 10-12,261
Cook, June 263
Cook, Shirley Verna 238
Cooper, Don 297
Cooper, E. D. 113
Correll, Tom 68
Correll, William 301
Cote, Hon. Jean Pierre 178
Craig, AI 196
Craig, Joyce 224
Craik, Hon. Don 221,288
Crandall, Sac 11, 17, 46
Crandalls, Sarah, Sheilagh, and John 16,
46,49
Credit Union 107
Creighton, Tom 7
Crockett, David 195,237
Crolly, Colin 287
Cronstadt, Axel Frederick
Crosby, Gordon 12
Crozier, Dennis 202
Cruikshank, David 93
Cubs 126
Cull, Captain Eddie 260
Cunningham, Bertha 124
Curling Club 63,90,109,139,257,284
Curll, Gordon and Mary 123
Curtis Construction 199
Custodious Construction 44
Cutts, Constable E. J. 41,63
D. & D. T.V. Rentals 286
Dales, Beryl 129
Danielson, Laurie James and Family 255
Darichuk, Judy Wallace 225
Davies, Pastor J. 184
Davis, Fred 302
Davis, Ann-Marie 234
Davis, Ed 290
Davis, Elsie 129,290
Dawson, J. J. 282
De Baere Ralph 145
De Coursey W. H. (Duke) 51,78,92,109,
113,122,123,127,128,170,183,184
de Jonckheere, Marcel (D. J.) and
Millicent 52, 63, 95, 109, 11
de Sousa, Arthur 124
Deary, George 107

°
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Deer Philip 248
Deerwood School - see Schools
DeGroot, Adrien 238,250,251,254,262
273,274
'
Delaney, Joe 76
Delaney, Ken 77
Delaney, Sandra 93
Dellevoet, Linda (nee Mullin) 208
Dembinsky, Ben 8
Dembinsky, Frank 189
Denby, Mrs. Anna 107,209,221,225,226,
230,238,250,254
Denny Larson's Moonglows 115
Desjardins, Hon. Larry 220,221
Desjardins, Maurice 173,197
Despins, Hector 45
Detti, Margot 183
Deveau, Mr. and Mrs. Martin, Gary,
Wayne 121
Dickie, JamesA. 51,106-108,130
Dickson, Ken Jr. 284
Dillen, Ken 225,254
Dinsdale, Hon. Walter 100, 135
Discovery Train 260
Dittrick, Constable Joseph 63
Dodgson, Janet 328
Doern, Hon. Russell 237
Doman, Cliff 58, 107
Dominion Bridge Co. 35, 62
Dominion Day, 1967 175,176,179,180
Dominion Engineering 36
Donovan,John 260
Downes, Dr. K. W. 146
Drain, Melanie 287
Drapack,Jack 225,293
Driedger, A. 189
Drohomereski, Charlie and Polly 63
Drum and Bugle Band 126, 145, 180, 187
Dubery,Fred 62,88,95,109,273,274
Dubery, Sharon 90
Ducharme, Robert 284
Dueck, Ernest 171
Duff, Rev. Don, Marg and family 127,171,
221
Dumas, Gary 238
Dumas, Nancy 164
Dumochel, Bishop Paul 89,173
Dunbar, DonaldM. 17
Duncan Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 63
Duncan, Hawley 224
Duncan, Valda 22
Dunlop, Bruce 221
Dunn, Charles M. 110
Dunning, Ray 98
Dunseath Family 143
Dwyer, Maxwell 259
Dyne R. F. 119, 121
Eastwood School 224
Eccles, Blyth 109, 110
Eckstrand, Len 171
Edwards, Mr. 124
Elder, Bruce 246
Elks, see B.P.O. Elks
Ellis, Dick 8, 165
Enchin, Gerry 273,284
Enns, Hon. Harry 189
Epp, George 164
Ethnic Dancers from Norway House 228
Evanochko, Rev. 119
Evans, Hon. Gurney 114, 130
Evans, Hon. Len 220
Evans, Vone 50
Evason, AI and Sheila 158
Evergreen Lodge 167
Eyolsson, Mauris, 'Moe' Foundation
Co. 300

4-HClub 209
Falsnes, Pastor and Mrs. Olaf 231
Falvo, Frank 121
Farr, Ian 285
Farrell, Tom 192,197,208,209,213,221,
223,229,230,233,235-237,240,247,
250,268,274,277,286
Fedoruk,Frank 213
Fen, Mac (Scotty) 45
Fenerty, Rev. Laurie 184
Fenske, Mary and Len 130,131,152,184,
235,249,273,274
Ferguson, Alan 221
Ferguson, Robert and Joan 158
Fetter, Lawrence and Judy 68, 127
Fiddling Red 136
Filuk, Tim 88
Fire Protection and Ambulance Service
Committee 76
First Baptist Church 173,184,199
First Nickel, see Nickel
First Ukrainian Orthodox Church 119, 173,
174
Firth, W. George 63,78, 108
Fisher, Dr. Murray 37
Fisher, G. 110
Fitzner, Eileen 193
Flannery, Gerald 152
Fleming, Bob and Vickie 98, 107, 125, 136,
181,200,209,221
Flynn, Const. Errol 106
Fongaro, Guiseppe 145
Fookes, Pauline 191
Ford, Myla and Hank 77
Ford, Wayne 267
Forest fire 82,83, 138, 180,251
Fortier, Dr. Y. O. 146
Foundation Co. 108,187,209
Four-Way Food-liner - see Thompson Four
Way Ltd.
Fox, Peter 221
Frame, Cliff 133, 147
Fraser, Hugh 172
Fraser, Hugh S. quote 7,16,45,84,124
Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie 222
Freed, Bob 65, 109
Freed, Cheryl 90,95, 110
Freed, Verna 125
French Canadian Club 188
French Immersion 291
Froese, Abe 127, 150
Fry Co. 164,201
Gagnon, Joyce 297
Gardewine and Sons 152, 187
Gaudry, Gus 122
Geary, Deanna 260
Geary, Jean 259
Geller, William 146
George BassiIio's Combos 115
Geravelis, Mike 279
Gervais, Marcel and Gail 196
Gibb, Kelly 45
Gibbs, Sharon 178
Gibson, Theresa 228
Gideon Society 235
Gies, Wilf and son Phil 116
Gilbert, Leo 16
Gill, Margaret 171
Gillespie, A. C. 141
Gillis 85
Girl Guides 79,121, 164, 197
Glee Club 77
Goddard, Bruce 49
Goddard, Carl 77,78,89,90, 110, 147,235,
254

Goddard, Jennifer 89,206
Goddard, Margaret (Tish) 76, 89
Gordon, Donald P. 18
Gordon, J. Roy 16,99, 100, 109,272
Gordon, Trevor 157
Gorman, Jay 291
Goupil, Gabriel 240
Gourlay, Doug 267
Gray, Don 78,104
Gray, Jane 129
Gray, John 50
Greek, The 85
Grew, Tim 273
Grindle, Harvey 133
Grindle, Mr. and Mrs. 107
Groseilliers 1
Grubb, L. Edward 245
Guyot, Paul 93
Guttormson, Hon. Elman 155
Hand H Construction Co. 43
Haas, John 201
Hackett, M. J. 7
Hagel, Ursula 183
Hallam, Peter 264
Hambley, Grant 57,65,66,72,78
Hambley, Joan 56
Hamilton, D.R. 'Roxy' 189
Hamilton, Doug 263
Hamilton Lloyd and Beth 133,135, 144,
146
Hamson, Michael and Vera 264
Handicraft Group 76
Hanson, Cliff 188
Hanson, Harvey 225,238,250,251
Hanuschak, Hon. Ben 213
Harber, Karen 260
Harber, Kelly 287
Harkness, John 293
Harley, Gordon 77
Harley, Mrs. Gordon and Martha 90
Harman, Paul 107,152,248
Harrison, Ernest 186
Harrison, G. see Paddy Harrison Co.
Hart, Tom 150
Harten, Greta 219
Hartley, Michael 232
Hartmann, Fred 185
Harvey Family 72
Harvey, Mae 119
Haslom, Gerry 214
Haverty, Pat 133
Hawkins, Dr. and Mrs. E. Allen 178
Hawkins, Laurie, Graham and Marilyn 49
Hawkins, Ralph and Nan 16,46-48,51,52,
60, 64, 77, 90, 109
Hawkins, Ross 28, 148
Hawrysh, Janice 178
Hayes, Bill 65
Head, Insp. R. H. D. 231
Heale, Robert and Agnes 50, 76
Health Unit 178
Hearne, Samuel 1
Heaving Homes Association 226
Heese, Bill 273
Heinrichs, Ed 230
Heise, Bill 202
Hellrung, Brina 184
Hellrung, Ernst 263
Heming, Lillian 259
Henday, Anthony 2
Henderson Family and Norma 111
Henderson, Bill 164
Henderson, David G. 38,39,43,62,78
Henderson, Jill 129
Henderson, Peggy 124,184
Henderson, Penny 129
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Hennessey, Cy 292
Henry, Jim 221
Hermanson, Cynthia and Wesley 49
Hess Family 16
Hess, Harold G. 109, 110
Hess, Mary Beth, Richard 50
Hetherington, Roy, Effie, Sandra, Gary and
Ricky 112
Hews, Charlie 300
Hicks, Tom and Eleanor 44
Highland Towers 201
Hildreth, Robert 230
Hill, Greg 133
Hill, Jimmy 63
Hill, Roy 121
Hinchliffe, Ted 209,233
Hindson, Dennis 268
Hiscock, Kenneth 226
Hjarne, Urban 1
Hnatuk, Alexa and Carla 50
Hockey 104,130,133,203,233
Hockey, 1981 284
Hodge, Griff 259
Hoe, Dr. W. L. 88,238
Hoeppner, Jake and Merrilee 171
Hoffman, Abby 234
Holmberg Family 65
Holmes, Thomas Patrick 89,90
Holmes, Thomas R. and Margaret 89,90
Holtby, Jack 152
Home Development 86,157,176,198,199
Home Improvement G. Neff Ltd. 199
Home Owner's Competition for Grounds
and Gardens 109, 110, 127
Hooge, Glen 133
Hooge, Lois, Audrey and Ken 121,136,
143,188,194,199,200
Hooge, Mr. and Mrs. Earl 97
Hopkins, Hazel 228,263,265
Horticultural Group 77,91
Hospital Sewing Group 77
Hospital, minesite, cottage, Thompson
General 68,79,84,87-89,93, 114, 148,
173,187,205,221,223,235,236,252,256
Howell, Harry 9
Howse, Rt. Rev. Ernest M. 154
Hubley, Sam 247,251,252
Hudey, Steve and Mrs., Michael Wayne and
Mark Steven 121,122
Hudson's Bay Commissary at mine. 114,
147
Hudson's Bay Store 79, 87,93, 114, 147
Hudson Bay Plumbing 70
Hudson, Lou and Wilf 157,254,256,262
Hughes, Kathy 77
Hull, Bobby 227
Hunt, Doug 98
Hunt, Magistrate Raymond W. F. 104,110,
116,123
Hurst, L. T. 113, 114
Huston, W. O. Stuart 220
Hutchinson, Isobel 95
Hutchinson, Mrs. l. 72
Hutchinson, Ron 77
Hutchison, Mrs. 93
'In'Manitoba 232
l.O.D.E. Ptarmigan Chapter 125,129, 176
INCO Opening 98-103
INCO Stack 44
INCO Triangle quotes 17,18,26-29,59,
62,70,78,88,98-102
Indian and Metis Club 192
Ingalls, Eleanor 80, 124, 189, 196,288
Ingebritson, Bert 185
Inkster, Mrs. E. 72

International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers 122
International Union of Mine, Mill and
Smelter Workers 85, 122, 178
Isaak, John 121
Israels, Montague, Q.C. 141
J.S. Quinn Construction 43,62,86,94,
108,111,280
Jackson Brown Store 145
Jackson, Dr. J. 257
Jackson, Fred 7
Jackson, Marion 107
Jacobson, Wendy 129
Jaeger, Edna and Jim 57,63,98
James, Barbara 76, 108
James, Jerry 95
James, Jimmie 51,108,109
Jameson, Isobel 233
Jaycees, see Thompson Junior Chamber of
Commerce
Jaycettes also see Junior Chamber of
Commerce
Jehovah's Witnesses 90
Jennings, Jay and Avis 150
Jensen, Carl and Nickie 240,287
Jobin, F. L. 'Bud' 152,282
Johnson, Don 201,240
Johnson,Jan 129
Johnson, JohnH. 9,109
Johnson, Gordon 221
Johnson, Hon. George, Minister of
Health 194
Johnson, Jim 264
Johnson, Pastor Marlin 132, 186
Johnson, Walter 6-9, 12, 13, 165
Johnston, Dr. Blain 22,42,55,56,68,87,
88,89,98,108,110,123,159,173,194,
200,201,209,217,221,225,230,233,278
Johnston, Joan 50,55,56,60,61,77,89,
121
Johnston, Tannis 129
Jones, Jim 77
Jones, Richard 260
Jordan, Harry Russell 109
Jordan, Margaret and Dick 182
Jordan, Wayne 202
Jorgenson, Warner 221
Juba, Mayor Steve 201,227
Junior Ballet Group 228
Kalika, Russell 133
Kalinski, Dorothy 192
Kane, Bill 268
Kane,Bunny 170,274,301
Karsgaard, Ivy 129
Katimavik 249
Kearns, Jeffrey 128
Kelly Waterman School of Dance - see
Molly Straw School of Dance 259
Kelly, Dr. Austin J. 233
Kelsey Agencies 86
Kelsey Generating Station 36, 37,59,93, 99
Kelsey, Henry 1
Kennedy, Betty 302
Kennedy,Jim 51,52,61,87
Kerr, Bob and Mary 63,76,77,90
Kerr, Joe 9,12, 13
Kettle Rapids 205
Kindergarten 128, 129
Kinettes 126
King Miner Statue 282,288
King Miners 260,265,284
King, Bert 64,77,110,152
King, Captain and Mrs. Allison 119, 134,
135
King, Carol 235

King, Judith Anne and Jim 89, 133
Kinsmen Club 126,173,184,185
Kinsmen Termite Hockey - see Termite
Hockey
Kirkwood, Robert 254
Klassen, Gail, Susan and David 80-83
Klassen, Ike 68,80, 81, 83, 84, 85, 147, 152,
153
Klassen, Sarah 80-83
Klein, Gerald 152
Klewchuk, Mike 197
Klippenstein, Henry and Brian 188
Knight, Mayor Jack 86,110,168,172,181,
184,187,192,225,274,275
Knights Of Columbus 175,227,234
Knowles, Hon. Stanley 157
Knudson, Al 76
Knudson,Jan 129
Koch, Pastor Harold 130, 138
Kolada, Carl 206
Konantz, Hon. Mrs. M. 151
Korman, Doug 265
Korman, Terry 240
Koshel, Walter 240,284
Koshul, Brian 138,144,176,181,184,189,
195,221,228,279
Koshul, Sharon 240
Koutecky, Milton 104
Kozak, Gerry 263
Krahenbil, Connie 264
Kreuger, Herb 240
Krugg, Charles 7
Kucey, Peter 266
Kupfernickel 1
Kutcher, Joe 134
Kuzmaski, Gerry 163, 166
La Marsh, Hon. Judy 156
Lakusta, Rev. Victor 174
Lafontaine, Albert 3,216
Lafontaine, Arthur 147
Laine, Bill 288
Laine, Noel 260
Lamb, Tom and Jack 44,263,283
Lambair 88, 282, 283
Lamontagne, Marilyn 194
Lane, Paddy 45
Langin, J. 110
Larsen, Danny 66
Larsen, Paul 58,85
Last Spike 71
Lathlin, Harry 133
Laturnus, Leo 226
Laubman, Don 236
Laurentian Properties Ltd. 139
Lawson, W. B. 19
Lear, Jeff 264
Lechlets 143
Ledger, Blair 232
Legion - see Royal Canadian Legion
Legion Ladies Auxiliary 125,149
Leitch Family, Miriam, Elena and Gary 48,
49
Leszczyszyn, Wally 104
Letkeman Memorial Theatre 203
Letkeman, Henry 90,121,124,188
Letkeman, Lynne, Darrell and Debra 188
Levasseur, Father 188
Light, Henry 176
Limestone Hydro Project 303
Lindquist, Axel and Doreen and
Family 126, 128, 147,279
Lindquist, Kristi and Karla 129
Lindsay, Robin 172
Lineker, Terry 293,298
Linklater, Chief Nelson 251
Lion's Club 192, 193,220,257

308

Lioness Club (Lion-L's) 193
Local Government District of Mystery
Lake 59, 102, 106, II 1, 136
Lockert, Aloma 263,264
Lockert, Bob 264
Lockhart, Eldon 12
Loewen, Vic 240
Lougheed, Premier Peter 287
Lowery, Bob 221
Lucas Construction 33
Lucas, Trevor James, Bruce and
Bonnie 187
Lukowy, Rev. 119
Lutheran Church 129,131,186,191
Lyon, Premier Sterling 260, 287, 292
Lyons, David D. 109
Lyons, Essie 121
M'Quaig, Rev. 132
M.T.S. Building 114
MacDermid, Arthur Ross 109
MacDonald, Elden 43
MacDonald, George 233
MacDonald, Hon. Donald 242
MacDonald, Jack 130,156
MacDonald, Lloyd and Marion 88
MacDonald, Mr. and Mrs. Donald 89
MacDonald, Mrs. 'Mac' 89
MacDonald, Terry 129
MacKenzie, Murray 219
MacLean, Dawne 135
MacLean, Gordon 134
MacLean, Mayor Don 119, 134, 159, 176,
200,209,221,230,251,254,263,272,
273,274,278,279,284,286,298,300,302
MacLean, Norma 119,134,171,302
MacMaster, Ken 122,140,143,152,157,
217,218,226,238,254,262,272,279,
283,284,286,289,292,297,300
Maddison, John 184
Madole, Richard 7
Madonick, Mike and Margaret 3,4,5,6,
32,181
Maher,Fred 192,221
Major, Stan 199
Malcolm Construction 57,58,70,89, 113,
128,137,139,147, 163, 164,236,245
Malcolm, Gordon 260
Malcolm, Mrs. 151
Malcolm, Stan 279
Malcolm, W. G. 113
Mallard, Dr. J. D. and Associates 38
Maltby, Beatrice, Cheryl and Karen 79,80,
124
Maltby, Joseph 79
Manibridge Mine 248
Manitoba Indian Brotherhood 247, 251
Manitoba League of the Physically
Handicapped 262
Manitoba Metis Federation 151, 206, 251
Manitoba Motor Transit 146
Mannex, Webb and Knapp 43
Marchand, Hon. Jean 186
Marcinyshyn, Carl 254
Margerson, Bob 107
Martin, Dick 242,243,279
Martin, Nancy 173
Martin, Pat 88,204
Marymound 273
Mason, John 213
Masonic Lodge 109
Maxwell, Eileen 124
May, Ken 263
Mayer, Robert 254,260,268,273,286,298
McArthur, Bruce 152
McBryde, Hon. Ron 221
McBurney, Mary 104

McClaverty, Bob 283
McConnell Supt. 84
McConnell, Jack 85, 130, 148
McConnells 82
McCrea, Gordon 133
McCreedy, John 174,184,187
McDougall, Gladys 77
McDougall, Jack 78,95,107,152,133
McEwen, Doug 283
McGee, Fred 299
McGee, Pattie 297
McGinn, Leo 264
McGinnis, Elsie and Roy 26,45,47,48,95,
196
McGinnis, Sylvia 49
McGrath, Blake 240,242,295-301
Mcinnis, Doris, Mona and Peter 129,147,
152
Mcintyre, Nora 129
Mcivor, Brent 212
Mcivor, Ed and Gladys 77,127
Mcivor, Jim and Helen 127
McKeag, Lieut. Gov., W. J. 213,221,238
McKenzie, Dave 45
McKenzie, Morley 95
McLatchy, Hope 171
McLean, Barry 133
McLean, Hon. StewartE. 121,184
McLean, James Arthur 109
McLean, Ralph Francis 109
McLellan, Bernie 107
McLeod,Ivor 152
McMillan, Gary 254
McNamara, Brown and Root 33
McNamara, Mickey 133
McRae, Ruth 77
McTeer, Maureen 270
Meldrum, Effie 12
Mennonite Church 121, 129, 135, 138
Meridian Club 167,189,198,208
Merkley, Dorothy 152
Micay, Archie 189, 198
Michelle's Bakery 135
Mick, Eileen 77, 124
Mid-West Drilling 136, 147
Midland Fruit Co. 195
Midway Bible Camp 150, 151
Miner's Voice 144
Mitchell, George 259
Mitchener, Ralph 45
Moak Lake Camp III
Modern Dairies 109, 137
Moen, Keith 264.
Moffatt, Terry 287
Molgat, Hon. Gil 157
Molly Straw School of Dance, - see also
Kelly Waterman 228,246
Molnar, Doug 160,176
Monarch Lumber Co. 78,94
Monk, Henry B., Q.C. 141
Monk, Terry 149, 157
Monkman, Oliver 254
Monnin, Mr. Justice 184
Monteith, Frank 77
Moody Family, Tom, Alan and Gordon 65,
76,128,129,259,263
Moonglows - see Denny Larson's
Moonglows
Moore, Alice and Jack 6
Morberg, Arnold 284
Moreton, Mrs. P. A. 286
Morfopoulos, Mrs. K. 209
Morgan, David 129
Morgan, Don and Ester 115
Morgan, Doug 129
Morgan, Jules 196

Morgan, Pam 129
Morris, Lloyd 147
Mosher Brothers 7
Moulton, Art 134, 135
Mowat, Farley 225
Mucar, Ron 32
Mueller, Hugh 171
Mullin, Linda, - see Dellevoet
Mullins, Dennis and Phillip 49
Mullins, Fred 63
Muncer, R. F. 178
MunnCup 284
Munn, Donald 130, 148,200,218,227
Munn, Greta 95,110,121,173,175,184
Munn, W. 110
Monro, Rev. P. M. 173
Murchie, Alex 264
Murchie, Betty 229
Murchie, Grace 273
Murphy, Hon. Rod 261,268,270,297
Murray, Billy 129
Murray, Gordon 7,9
Myers, Bob 247,250,251
Mystery Lake Detachment of the R.C.M.P.
- see R.C.M.P.
Mystery Lake Motor Hotel 189, 198,208
Mystery Lake Motors 86, 156
Mystery Lake-Moak Lake Discoveries 9, 10
Mystery Lodge, - see Masonic Lodge
Nabess, Andy 209,213,221
Nadon, Commissioner M. J. 231
Nakonechny, Manuel 285
Native Communications Inc. 219,286
Neff, Gunther 222
Nelson House Trappers Group 187
Nelson, Arlene 129
Nesbitt, Carl Alvie 39,41-44,46,56,61,
64,67,70-72,76,78,79,86,88,93,95,
104,107,109,110,113,114,121,
128-130,139,145,147,148,150,152,
168,184,187,209,210,223,224,275,276
Nesbitt, John 77
Nesbitt, Keith 263
Nesbitt, Margaret 56, 76, 86
Neufeld, Betty 228
Neufeld, Hank 228
Neuman, Frank 185
Newman, Betty 77
Newman, Walter C. 214
Newman, Wint 93,233,235,242,243
Nicholson, Chris 129
Nicholson, Edmund, Joseph, Ed and
Joan 69,77
Nickel Belt News 109,170,199,222,265,
272
Nickel Belters 219
Nickel Days 110,206,215,220,271,288
Nickel, the first 1,7-9
Nix Brothers 204
Norplex Pool 181,184,200,236,249,250,
254
Norquay, Bill 171
Norquay, Tom, Moira and Sheila 64, 77,
129
Northern Lights Friendship Group 249
Northern Lite Enterprizes Ltd. 189
Northern Mail 73
Northern Women's Conference 261
Norwest Electric 164
Nutting, Tom 278
Nyborer, Paul 65,78
Nygaard, Karen and Lyle 150, 151
O'Brien, Dr. Michael 248
Oakes, First Officer George 260
Oestreich, Heinz 145
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Olafson, Ole 144
Olschewski, Carol 128
Orchard, Donald 152
Order of The Eastern Star 223
Orfanidis, Steve, Kypzo, and Maria
Orlikow, David 59
Orr, Ron 263,264
Ospwagan Construction Co. 165

187

Paddy Harrison Co. 30,46,52, 57,62, 112,
183, 186
Paint Lake Development 107, 196
Panikkar, Dr. N.E. 188
Pankratz, Cheryl 246
Paquette, Jules 201
Parker, Garry 227
Parker, Ralph D. 16,17,32,45,101,103,
109,245
Parlee, J. C. and Mrs. 21,26,44,78,97,
101,104,109,113,114,121,154
Parres, Chris 7
Pascal, Bernie 138
Patricia Transportation Co. 21,22,62
Patterson, F. W. 157
Patzer, Gregory 259
Pawley, Premier Howard 292
Pearson, Don 250, 255
Pearson, Gerald E. 239
Penner, Harry 69
Penny, Mae and son 64
Pentecostal Church 90, 173
Pepin, Hon. Jean-Luc 240,272
Perchaluk, Laura 264
Permafrost 34,46, 57, 59, 88, 113, 114
Perpaluk, Walter 197
Peterson, Al 76
Peterson, Harry William 77, 109, 174
Peterson, Phyllis 77
Petursson, Phillip 199
Peever, Mary 55,56
Pharmacy 86, 87, 88
Phillip-Stewart, Dr. Arthur 221
Phillips, Patricia 254, 256
Picard, Mr. and Mrs. Armand 89,90, 106,
110, 147
Piett, George 224
Pilon, Gerald 260
Pipe Lake Mine 104, 161-166,215
Pipe Lake Open Pit 168
Pirnie, Bruce 234
Pitt, Bob 254
Plaza Shopping Mall 108, 113-115, 124,
133
Plummer, Ann-Margaret, Ian, David and
Carol-Ann 191
Podolski, Terry 45
Poole Engineering Ltd. 149
Popoff, Karen 129
Popoff, Margaret 240
Post Office 189
Potakos, Tony 76
Powers, Grace 192
Precambrian Press 109
Preece, Major Stanley 134
Presbyterian Church 90, 131, 132, 288
Price, Fred and Margaret 159, 181
Price, George 95, 109
Price, Hon. Norma 256
Price, Rev. Ray 184
Prince Charles 205,206,277
Prince Philip 89,205,206,254,277
Princess Anne 205,206,253,277
Pritchards, the 16
Professional Building 123
Propp, Norm 63, 152
Pura, Dr. Gerarda 290,291

Queen Elizabeth 89,205,206,254,277
Quinn Construction Co. - see J. S. Quinn
Construction Co.
Quinn, James S. 109
Quirke, Terry 171
R.C.M.P. 41, 95,106,135,138,146,179,
202,206,207,224,236,283
R.D. Parker Stage Band 228,256
Railway - see Last Spike
Ramey, John 85,144
Rankin, Joe 59
Rapson, Glen 9
Ratcliffe, Col. Wilfred 135
Raynor, Margaret 129
Raynor, Norman 174
Ready, Mac 264
Reagan, Dan 230
Rebekah's 219
Recreation Complex 130
Red Cross 126,178
Redekop, Marilyn 219,253
Redman, Mae 219
Reid, Diana 248
Reid, John 146
Reid, Patty 50
Reimer, Don 233
Reinheimer Family 90
Reinheimer, Lorne 133,173
Rempel, Abe 154
Resident Administrator - see Nesbitt, Carl
Reynolds, Sidney 7
Richards, Margaret - see Madonick
Richardson, Al 254,262
Rick, George 39
Rickaby, Andy, Bernice and Bunny 52, 57,
76,94
Ricktick, Mrs. F. 72,76, 106
Ridge,Penny 264
Ripley, Bob 268,286
Risley Family 143
Ritchie, Duncan 173,184
Roach, Patty 297
Road to Thompson 137, 148
Roberts, Edward 259
Roberts, W. M. 8,9
Robinson, Dr. S.C. 146
Robinson, George 135
Robinson, Molly 135,171,178,184,188,
200,235,240,285
Roblin, Jennifer 103
Roblin, Premier Duff 43,46,99, 100, 103,
134, 145, 156
Rochelle, Margaret (Gill) 192
Rockefeller, Lawrence 46
Rodger, Gil 268,273
Rodriguez, Ana 259
Roe, Frank 279
Rojas, Rosa 256
Roman Catholic Church 69,89,90
Rooney, Art 51
Rosa, Jack and Mrs. 62,94
Rose, Don 232
Ross, Alan 270
Ross, Douglas 116
Ross, Marjorie 172
Ross, Warren Carl 238
Rossiter, Frank 133
Rotary Club, see Thompson Rotary Club
Roy, Don 268
Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 244 62, 94,
125,193,204,212
Royal Purple 125,139,149
Royal Visit 89,205,206,277
Rudy The Raven 226, 262
Russell, Alex 26
Rustige, Dr. Luke 43,68,88, 106, 123, 130

Rutherford, Nadine and Michael
152
Ryks, Bill 229

49,50,

Saiko, Peter 76
Salvation Army 119, 126, 134,219,261,
262
Samu, Steve and Dorothy 237
Samuels, Darwyn 94
Samuels, G. 110
Sanders, Jim 257, 298
Sangster, Alex - see Sangster, Red
Sangster, Barbara 202
Sangster, Jack 133
Sangster, Red 94, 130-133,225,266
Santa Claus Parade 52, 95
Sapach, Vic 206
Sasagiu Rapids Bridge 189
Saturn Construction Co. 88,91,98
Sawchuk, Lee Anne 128
Sawicki, Bev 254,262,268,273,286
Schellenberg, Arne 72
Schifano, Charlie 171,247,250,251,262,
263
Schmockey Night 186
School District of Mystery Lake 49,83,
102,119,128,137,185,188,196
School No. I 58,61,69,80,81,90,91,95,
104,106,119,124,128,173,185
School No.2 84,91,119,128,136,185
School No.3 103, 128, 136, 185
School No.4 154, 185
School, High 80,83,103,114,119,121,
125, 128,203
Schreyer, Premier Ed. 197,203,213,221,
224,242,254,288
Schwan, Carl 138
Schwanhauser, Ingeborg and Nick 78, 128
Scoles, Ted 221
Scott, Buck 153
Scott, June 77,110
Scouts 79,94,121,147,164,178,261
Seaborne, Richard 134
Seip, Wayne 228
Seventh Day Adventists Church 231
Severn Enterprizes Ltd. 286
Sewer, Graham 235
Shaw, Mrs. 93
Sherlett, Phillip 7
Sherritt Gordon Mine 7,232,301
Sherritt, Carl 7
Sherwin, Mrs. 93
Shielman, Curt 152
Shrine Circus 232
Simkin Construction Co. 137
Simmonds, Earl 254, 273
Simmons, Dr. 238
Simpson, Hon. Bud 127,135,152,187,
189,221
Simpson, Robert 100
Sinclair's Restaurant 146
Sinclair, Glen 190
Sinclair, Gordon 302
Sinclair, Hal and Kay 48,52,76,93, 110
Sinclair, Janet 48
Singleton, Sgt. Herb. R.C.M.P. 135, 138
Skafe!, Enid 124
Skene, Jerry 248
Skwarchuk, Virginia 286
Slade, Don 193
Small, Patrick 2
Smellie, Hon. Robert 145, 154, 156
Smelter 58,60
Smith, C. D. 183
Smith, Cecil 171,176,180,187,230,240,
261,268,270
Smith, Earl, R.C.M.P. 264
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Smith, Frances and Alan 63,66,76,82,93,
110,148
Smith, Frank 157
Smith, Gord 163,257
Smith, Juanita and Harold Cecil 187,201
Smith, Ken 257
Smith, Ray 95
Smith, Remi C. 286
Smith, Tanis and Sherry 49
Smook, Ted 263
Snowball Express 2 I, 22, 3 I
SoabMine 161-166,167,214
Soble, Carol 88
Soble, Florian and Carol 76,86,88,106,
116,190,233,235
Solonenko, Matt 235
Soloway, C. J. and O. 178
Somers, Karen 236
Sopotyk, Natalie 129
Sorenson, Arne 53,77, 109, 110, 130, 139,
147, 154, 155, 175, 184
Sorenson, Gary 212
South, Rev. Jerry, Jackie and Son 127
Sparks, Elmer 57, 66, 70
Sparling, Ian 77
Spence, Angus 203
Spence, Bill 170
Spicer, Lorne 225, 27 1,289, 298
Spivak, Hon. Sidney 178,227
St. John's United Church 90, 126, 132, 154,
287
St. Joseph's Ukrainian Catholic Church 90,
219
St. Lawrence Church 119,122,129,173,
191
St. Lawrence Hall 59,89, 130
Standing, Dr. Harold 68,88,123
Stanfield, Hon. Robert 189,230
Stanley, Robert 19
Steel Centre Mural 256
Steel House 59
Steele, Joe 65, 82, 83
Steelgas 158
Sterritt, Ada 268,269,270
Steven, D. M. 17
Stevens, H. Leonard 213
Stevens, Len 242
Stevens, Ted and Lil 196
Stevenson, Fran 77
Stevenson, James A. 109, 110
Stevenson, Judy 224
Steventon, Beverley 246
Stewart Family 16
Stewart, Dale 256
Stewart, Forbes 224
Stewart, Mrs. William 179
Stewart, Norah 49,50,72,76,77, 121
Stobbe, Candace 292
Stoker, Tracey and Dorothy 89
Stone, Don 235,238
Strader, A. A. 147
Strand, Eddie 70
Strand Theatre 78, 86, 92, 93, 95
Strike,1964 140-145
Strydnaka, Ron 285
Student Council 77
Studley, Harry 301
Suchy, Thomas 76, 110, 168,224,233,275,
276
Suess, Martha 171
Summers, Edward 109,160,217
Suncatcher 6 257
Sunley, Keith 107
Sunset Riding Club 201
Sunshine Singers 292
Supercrete Ltd. 35

Sutherland, D. R. 123
Sutherland, Rae 267, 285
Svendson,~organ 301
Swain, Brian 130,131
Swanson, Stan 45, 110
Swedish National Hockey Team
Swierstra, Kathy 246
Symington, Ronald 147,152
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T -1 Construction 26
T -2 Construction 26
Tadman, ~ike 138
Tansey, Donald 242
Taylor, Bill 28,63, 106
Taylor, Doug 148
Taylor, Keith 221,228,230
Teen Canteen 76
Teen Tempo Group 184
Telham, Cynthia, Churchill 172
Temple, Gordon 286
Termite Hockey 126, 187
Tesluck, Heather 238
Theunisz, Ronnie 128
Thiessen, John and Luella (Lou) 61,62,
110,179
Thiessen, Ken 62,86,90,218,251
Third, Sandra 95
Thorn, Archie and Olive 72,77,91
Thompson, a city 202, 208
Thompson Airport 92,114,149,157,213,
218,272
Thompson Aquatic Association 252
Thompson Art Club 124
Thompson Arts Festival 174
Thompson Athletic Association 78,94,95,
104,130
Thompson Auto-Toboggan Club 147, 193,
196
Thompson Bible Chapel 90,91,127,134,
257
Thompson, Bob 66,76,275
Thompson Bus Lines 62,218,250,256
Thompson Business and Professional
Women's Club 199,207
Thompson C.B. Club 251
Thompson Cabs 213
Thompson Cartage Co. 93, 104
Thompson Cemetery 122
Thompson Centennial Library - see also
Thompson Public Library
Thompson Chamber of Commerce 116,
137,155,157,189,201,283
Thompson, Cindy 230, 264
Thompson Citizen 78,89,92,93,94, 109,
115, 122, 123, 126, 127, 135, 170, 183,
262,268,292,293,299,300,301
Thompson Citizenship Council
(~ulticulture) 226,234
Thompson Community Centre
Corporation 130, 153
Thompson Community Club 145
Thompson, Connie and Sheila 63
Thompson Dart League 264
Thompson Detachment - see R.C.~.P.
Thompson District Association for the
~entally Retarded 211,230,235
Thompson District Scout Association - see
Scouts
Thompson, Dr. John Fairfield 16, 19,26,
28,29,60,70,72,102,103,189
Thompson Drama Group 105,106,107,
223,228,233,259
Thompson Emergency Committee 234
Thompson Figure Skating Club 187, 246
Thompson Four-Way Ltd. 139,202
Thompson Game and Fish 171,203,232

Thompson General Hospital- see Hospital
Thompson, George Frederick 109
Thompson Golf Club 139,149,190,197
Thompson Hawks 170, 236, 244
Thompson Historical Society 128,235,249
Thompson Hon. John 59
Thompson Horse-owners Association 209
Thompson Horticultural Society 91
Thompson Indoor Pool Association - see
Norplex Pool
Thompson Inn 78,80,81,88,90,91,93,
94, 128, 133
Thompson Jaycees - see Thompson Junior
Chamber of Commerce
Thompson, Joshua Grieves 282
Thompson Judo Club 260
Thompson Junior Chamber of
Commerce 123, 138, 148, 156
Thompson, Kay 72,76,77,89
Thompson King ~iners 237
Thompson Ladies' Community Club 95,
106,124
Thompson Limited Dividend Housing 145
Thompson ~ajorettes 95
Thompson ~idget Hockey 233
Thompson ~iller Oldtimers 266, 267
Thompson ~otor Sport Club 202
Thompson Nickelites 78,93,121
Thompson Overture and Dance Club 170
Thompson Pentecostal Assembly 149, 199
Thompson Play Group 191,192
Thompson Playhouse - see also Thompson
Drama Group
Thompson Post Office 95
Thompson Provincial Building 248, 257
Thompson Public Library 95, 124, 152,
173,175,182,184
Thompson Recreational Centre 152
Thompson Reds, Baseball Club 124, 158,
190
Thompson Religious Council 127
Thompson, Rev. Glen 233,240,287
Thompson Rotary Club 110,124,127,147,
173,175,184,200
Thompson, Sally 253
Thompson School Board - see School
District of ~ystery Lake
Thompson Shriners 232
Thompson Ski Club 147,185,212
Thompson St. John Ambulance
Brigade 259
Thompson Supply 87,88,93, 108, 164, 184
Thompson Toastmasters 211,229
Thompson Twilight Water Ski Club 207,
260
Thompson Women's Broomball
League 258
Thompson Women's Crisis Centre 248
Thompson Youth Bowling Council 232
Thompson Zoo 219,224,233,260,272
Thornborough, Ferelith and Robert 77, 82,
110, 124, 135
Thorpe, W. J. 125,173,200
Thrall, ~r. and ~rs. Glen 78, 82, 127
Thrall, ~rs. H. P. 78
Thrall, William Jr. 128
Thrift, Eric 39
Tilling, Dale 209,213,221,227,230
Tirzits, Ruth 129
Toastmistresses 220
Todd, Foster 55,93, 138
Tomchuk, Shauna 259
Toronto-Dominion Bank 31,50,51,108,
114,116,117,119,171
Town Council 147,148,159,160,168
Town of Thompson 19,167,168
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Townsite Plan 18,37-39,41,43
Trailer Court 177,213
Trainor, Joyce 156
Transair 104, 114, 190,218,222,257
Trities, Rev. Stewart 184
Trotter, Phyllis 199
Troy, O. 146
Trudeau, Prime ~inister Pierre Elliot 67,
189,198,230,242
Trufyn, Rev. 173
Tucker, Rev. ~el 218
Tuckey, Frank 122
Turcott, Sheldon 302
Turman, Steve 107
Turpie, Dave 223
Tymchuk, Ivan 265
Tyrell, J. B. 7
U.F.O. sighting 174
Underwood ~cLellan and Associates 38,
43
United Church - see St. John's United
Church
United Church Women 90,127
United ~ennonite Church - see ~ennonite
Church
United Steelworkers of America 85, 122,
136,137,140-145,176,178,187,202,
207,240,293
Van Steenburgh, Dr. W. E. 146
Vance, Charles 8
Veighel, Jeff 263
Vincent, Kay and Jack 171
Vlug, Lieut. and ~rs. Jack 135
Volunteer Fire Dept. 76, 111
Voth, Ruth 171
Wade, Gordon 238,250
Wade, ~rs. H. 72
Wagner, Rick 263
Wakefield, ~arion 172
Walker, Judy 229
Wall, Dorothy 302
Wallace, Jim 268,270
Walsh, Gary 157,197
Walsh, Lyle 254
Walters, Vonda 297
Ward, Bill 268-270
Ward, Rose and Family 270
Warren, Linda 49
Waschuk, ~arcella 66,72,93
Wastesicoot, Belinda, Gordon and
triplets 122
Wasylenko, ~r. and ~rs. Ted 173
Watkinson, Jessie 129
Watson, Dennis 107, 147
Watt, Byron 86, 88, 113
Wazny, Ray 107
Webdale, Corporal Edward, R.C.~.P. 106
Weber, Luther 49
Wees, Russell, Ferne and Terry 124
Weir, Bounce 254,292
Weir, Hon. Walter 181
Welcome Wagon 172
Weller, Bob 263,264
Wellock, Fran 256
Wescore Drilling 136
Westdale Shopping Centre - see Westwood
~all

Westwood ~all 193,201
Whelan, Bob and ~argaret 63,77
Whidden, Lynn 171
Whidden, Richard 230, 238
White, Jason 287
White, Kevin 264
White, ~arg 264
Whitehead, Lawrence 247

Whitney, Buck 46
Wickman, Bunny - see Kane
Willcox Family 82
Williams, Al 252, 287
Williams, John Ralph 109
Willis, Lt.-Gov. Eric 133
Wilson, Brian 288
Wilson, Henry 178
Wingate, Henry S. 16,26,46,60,99-101,
140, 154, 162, 163
Winnipeg Tribune 32,46
Winter Carnival 240-284
Winter, Gene 190

Witney, Hon. C. H. 70,72, 100, 102
Wolfe, Bernie 283
Wong, Ed 196
Wood, B. 110
Woods, Angus 8
Woods, Ken 107
Woosey, Richard 7
Work, Dorothy 129
Worsfold, Dick 222
Wotton, Mr. B. 124
Wright,GrantandJoan 73,109,240
'You're a Good Man Charlie Brown'
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Yellowback, Jacob 206
Young, Dr. Michael 88
Youth Bowling - see Thompson Youth
Bowling Council
Youth Trapline 187
Yusishen, Lawrence (Wimpy) 45
Y.W.C.A. 178,199,200,207,208
Zimola, Des 179,207
Zonneveld, John 110,147,279
Zurrin, Paul 63
259

