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The Beausejour
Brokenhead-Garson-Tyndall 
area lies on the western edge of 
the great massive complex of 
ancient rocks, boreal forests, 
clear lakes, rapid rivers and 
pockets of podzolic soils. The 
Beausejour area also marks the 

. beginning of the western 
Canadian Prairie region, with its 
rich black chernozem soit flat 
topography and ubiquitous 
grain elevators. Beausejour 
looks much like hundreds of 
other western Canadian towns 
that dot the Prairies. Its history, 
however, is considerably 
different, and this book 
describes these differences. 

The first people to live in 
this area were various nomadic 
Algonkian Indian tribes. The 
Indians were present for many 
thousands of years, although 
probably not in permanent 
settlements. People of British 
origin began arriving in the 
1870's and 1880's, but these 
original homesteaders were 
mainly displaced by Ukrainians, 
Poles and Germans in a great 
wave of migration that began in 
the 1890's. 

The pioneer farmers in this 
area were not /I sod-busters" like 
those on the western Prairies. 
Most of the land in the 
Beausejour area was covered 
with heavy bush and forest, and 
it had to be cleared, acre by acre, 
with grub hoes, oxen and 
horses. It took a whole 
generation of heart- and back
breaking labour to tame the 
land, a process that was 
expedited by fires during the dry 
1930's, and again by the advent 
of gasoline-driven heavy 
tnctors and similar equipment 
after World War II. 

The Garson-Tyndall area is 
unique because of its "Tyndall 
stone". This beautiful stone has 
been quarried since the turn of 
the cs;ntury, and the 
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The inside cover photograph: ''Market Days" 

During the first 50 years of the 20th century, 
Beausejour had a "market day" which took place 
twice a month. This custom came to the 
Beausejour-Brokenhead area from eastern Europe, 
where farmers of Ukrainian, Polish and German 
origin conduCted similar market days. 

People came from Garson, Tyndall and as far 
away as Kenora, Ontario, to sell their goods. 

The picture above was taken by Tony Bonner 
from the roof of the old curling rink, west of where 
the Howland Hotel now stands, with Ashton 
Avenue on the right leading to First Street in the 
background. 

In the background is the present Naaykens 
residence, at that time the Dugard family home. 
The Bethel Implement Agency is the building in the 
background at right. The steeple of the Beausejour 
Polish National Church can be seen behind it. The 
slatted boxes on the wagons and trucks in the 
picture contain little pigs. 
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Preface and Acknowledgements: 
by Michael Czuboka, Editor 

As the Editor of this book, I accept all 
responsibility for whatever errors and omissions 
may have occurred. I have read and re-read all of 
the manuscripts thoroughly and have tried to 
correct errors in spelling, punctuation and 
sentence structure without changing the styles of 
the authors involved. I have also tried to correct 
factual inaccuracies, but this was a very difficult 
task, and particularly with respect to the family 
histories. Chairman Bill Horodyski and Associate 
Editor Edna Kozyra were especially helpful with 
the family histories because both are long-time 
residents of the area. 

Memories are fallible, and sometimes even 
brothers and sisters disagree on the details of 
particular events. Nevertheless, I feel confident 
that this book is an accurate account of the history 
of the Beausejour-Brokenhead-Garson-Tyndall 
area for the past century. 

As the Editor, I feel particularly 
indebted to Bill Horodyski, the 
Chairman of the Beausejour-Bro
kenhead History Book Committee. 
Bill has lived in the area since almost 
the beginning of the 20th century, and 
he has demonstrated an amazing 
ability to remember the people, places 
and events that have been recorded 
herein. Many of the pioneer family 
histories of this area were written by 
Bill Horodyski. Without Bill's hard 
work and dedication, much of our 
early history would have gone 
unrecorded. The Editor, other Com
mittee members and all of our readers 
owe a special debt of gratitude to Bill 
Horodyski. 

An important consideration for any book is the 
title. Why did we choose "They Stopped at a Good 
Place"? The Encyclopedia Canadiana says that" .. . 
Beausejour is a town 38 miles N.E. of Winnipeg .. . 
near the Brokenhead River. The name, French for 
'good stopping place' derives from the fact that the 
location is on high ground, a good campsite in early 
days." The names of "Brokenhead, Garson and 
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Tyndall" are included in the sub-title, but it should 
also be pointed out that all four communities are 
closely related. The past decade, in particular, has 
been a period of increased cooperation and 
integration. The schools in the area all belong to the 
Agassiz School Division; children and adults from 
all four areas skate and play hockey and ringette on 
the artificial ice of the Beausejour-Brokenhead 
Memorial Arena; there are many family and 
individual relationships and friendships; and the 
three local governments frequently collaborate 
with respect to library facilities, fire fighting, 
planning for land use and other kinds of mutual 
concerns. 

It is inevitable that some readers will be 
disappointed because their own family histories and 
favourite stories do not appear in this book. The 
members of other history book committees have 
warned us to expect this kind of criticism. However, 
it should be pointed out that all citizens in 
Beausejour, Brokenhead, Garson and Tyndall were 
invited to participate on several occasions. Two 
informational mailings were made to all households 
in the area. A number of articles were printed in the 
Manitoba Beaver with the assistance of Associate 
Editor Murray Harrison. Forms were given to all 
students in the area's schools, and all students were 
encouraged to write their own family histories, or to 
invite their parents, grandparents and others to do 
so. Don't say we didn't ask! 

We have published all of the family histories 
tha t were received, but were not able to use all of the 
photographs and other kinds of material. Our initial 
plan was to print a book of 600 pages, but it gradually 
expanded to more than 1,000 pages. As a result, it 
became necessary to go through an editorial process 
of sampling. We simply did not have room for 
everything. 

The Editor would like to express gratitude to 
Research Assistants Alice Young, Terry Hayes, 
Steven Shuster, Carol Komadoski, Karen Bukoski, 
Debbie Rosin and Joanne Kines. Although they were 
paid salaries for their efforts, we suspect that they 
found their work to be interesting, educational and 
personally rewarding. These young students were, 
after all, given the privilege and responsibility of 
representing several generations of people in our 
district. Many thousands of students have 
graduated from our schools during the past 
century, but the names of Alice Young, Terry 
Hayes, Steven Shuster, Carol Komadowski,Debbie 
Rosin, Joanne Kines and Karen Bukoski will be 
recorded forever as the ones who were chosen to be 
involved in this important task. 

,,,. 



I must confess, as the Editor, that many of the 
authors were chosen by me and that they were 
subjected to a lot of pressure before they finally 
consented to write their excellent chapters. At first 
many of them were very reluctant to participate! 
However, I drew up an outline of chapters and 
topics and assigned them to individual authors in 
much the same way that a teacher assigns essays. I 
suspect that many of them were annoyed at my 
constant nagging, but in retrospect my persistence 
was justified, and I am very proud of their results. 
We have many very talented writers in our district . 

. The EditQr, authors of chapters, and Commit
tee members themselves worked as volunteers, 
without any kind of monetary remuneration. 
Without their thousands of hours of work, the task 
of the Editor and Committee would have been 
impossible. I believe that the contents of each 
chapter will speak eloquently on behalf of the 
authors involved. 

Bertha Novak, Stella Horodyski, Ethel Rumak 
and Kathleen Christian helped in the preparation of 
the manuscripts. 

Ron Riopka and Phillip Bodnarchuk drew the 
maps of Europe contained in this book. We 
appreciate their artistic contributions. Doug 
Houghton assisted with some of the photographic 
work. 

The support given to the Committee by the 
councils of the Town of Beausejour, the Rural 
Municipality of Brokenhead and the Village of 
Garson was of great assistance. The Committee is 
also grateful to the Manitoba Archives, the Public 

Archives of Canada, the Winnipeg Free Press, the 
Manitoba Beaver, and to the many individuals and 
families who provided family histories, photo
graphs and other materials for this book. We regret 
that all of them cannot be named in this limited 
space. 

The Editor also wishes to acknowledge the 
cooperation of Peter Huber, who gave us 
permission to use materials from his excellent book 
on Ancestors and Fates: A Family Book of the Palatinate 
Settlers in Beckersdorf in Galicia. The map of Beckersdorf 
was re-drawn from the original produced by Peter 
Huber. 

The late John Kyryk was a local historian who 
spent many years compiling information about the 
Beausejour-Brokenhead area. The Committee had 
access to his material and is grateful for his years of 
dedicated research. 

And, finally, the Committee would like to 
thank the Governments of the Town of Beausejour, 
the R.M. of Brokenhead, Canada and Manitoba for 
providing financial assistance. The salaries of our 
Research Assistants were secured, to some extent, 
by federal and provincial grants given for the 
purpose of employing students during the summer 
months of 1981. 

The business transactions of our Committee 
were faithfully and accurately recorded by 
Secretary Mark Dugard. Treasurer Bill McLean, 
our former Royal Bank Manager, provided sound 
financial records and advice. 

The rest is history. 

Some of the family histories in 
this book are long, while others are 
short. However, it should be em
phasized that the Committee did not 
try to evaluate the "importance" of 
families in any way. All families were 
considered to be equally important. 
The family histories are of different 
sizes simply because some family 
authors wrote more than others. 
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GOVERNMENT HOUSE 

RIDEAU HALL 

OTTAWA 

KIA OAI 

RESIDENCE DU GOUVERNEUR GENERAL 

I am pleased both to act as Patron for this 
book "They Stopped at a Good Place" and to write 
this Foreword. 

Every community should seek to remember and 
record its history and understand its roots, because 
every community has something interesting in its 
origins and its early development. The eastern 
region of Manitoba, the area between the Red River 
and the Milner Ridge outcropping of the Canadian 
Shield certainly does as well. 

I understand that many chapters in this book 
will be written by different contributors. This 
mUltiple authorship is in itself a pleasing coinci
dence since it should bring the same interesting 
variety as does the cultural and ethnic composition 
of the Brokenhead - Beausejour district. I hope 
that there will be one chapter at least on the geo
graphy of our home district or region since I often 
wonder how many of the residents of Brokenhead -
Beausejour are aware that our district is located 
within just a few miles of the transition zone 
between the two great land forms of Canada, namely 
the Prairies and the Shield. Each runs for about a 
thousand miles in opposite directions from the Milner 
Ridge. 

In any 
organized this 
and home town. 
all 24 million 
the geographic 

December 1981 

case, may I commend those who have 
book on the history of our municipality 

I conclude by bringing greetings from 
fellow-Canadians to those who live at 

heart of canada~~~ 

Governor General of Canada 

(ix) 



His excellency, the Right Honourable, Edward Schreyer, CC, 
CM., CO., Governor General of Canada. 

(x) 

Son Excellence Ie tres honorable Edward Schreyer, CC, 
CM.M., CD., Gouverneur general du Canada. 
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SECTION II: 

PEOPLE, PLACES AND TIHNGS 

Our People 

by Michael Czuboka 

Hundreds of hours have I spent, writing, 
Reading and re-writing these plaintive histories, 
Of these people, my people, whose exotic blood is in my veins; 
The Ukrainians, Poles and Germans, and even 
Anglo-Saxons, Romans, Celts and Scandinavians from distant centuries, 
When all of us wandered the misty, wild, uncivilized plains 
Of Europe as one tribe, the Europeans, one people, our people. 
And my heart was deeply touched and moved as I read their stories, 
Suffered their agonies, shared their triumphs, and understood their genius; 
And I remembered that my people, my own parents, were illiterate 
Galician-Ukrainian peasants, humble, scarcely knowing who they were, 
Humiliated, oppressed, virtually enslaved by harsh masters, 
Until they came to Canada:, the promised land of my own birth; 
Where they taught me to be proud to be a free Ukrainian and Canadian. 
The Austrian and other rotten empires from whence they came 
Have gone into merciful oblivion, into the stinking garbage cans 
Of history, fates well-deserved, but our people remain; 
In Canada we have thrived, gained freedom, nurtured our cultures, 
And helped to build the most blessed nation on Earth. 
Our Canada, with our people now spread across its wide face; 
And to those in early and later years who called us "bohunks", 
Or "dirty Galicians", or "square heads", and other names 
That were meant to hurt, I extend forgiveness, on behalf of our people; 
For we are now almost one people, the Canadians, 
And in the veins of my children flows the blood of Europeans, 
Celts, and Anglo-Saxons, and in the generations to come 
We will all share our blood even more completely. 
But we will remember our origins, the distant and mysterious 
Places from which we came, two, three and four generations ago; 
And we will express admiration for our sturdy forefathers, 
The salt of the Earth, who cleared the land, built the railways 
And cut the forests so that their children could lead better lives. 
All of us are destined to stop briefly at this good place only once, 
But we have really been here before, and will remain forever 
In the lives we lead, in the stories we tell, in the histories we write, 
In the children we leave, in the faith in God we hold, 
In this country, Canada, the land of our people, my people. 
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Physical Geography of the Beausejour-Brokenhead Area 
By Ron Jackson 

A complete understanding of the history of an 
area involves not only a study of human settlement 
but also a study of the natural history in order that 
settlement patterns and the evolution of present 
land use can be more readily understood. It is the 
intent of this chapter to give the reader an under
standing of the formation of the landforms within 
the Beausejour-Brokenhead area and, in a small 
way, perhaps, to impart an image of what type of 
vegetation the first settlers were faced with when 
they arrived in this area. 

1. Bedrock Geology: 
The bedrock geology within the Beausejour

Brokenhead area consists of rock originally formed 
between four billion and 230 million years ago. In 
the northeastern part of the R.M. of Brokenhead 
are some rock outcrops traditionally referred to as 
the Precambrian Shield. This rock was formed 
during the Precambrian Era between four billion 
and 600 million years ago and may be the first rock 
formed when the earth was created. 

To the west, in the Garson area, one can see the 
bedrock comfIlonly referred to as Tyndall stone 
(dolomite). This sedimentary rock was formed from 
a large inland sea complete with many species of 
corat snails and other marine life. If one examines 
this work closely it is possible to see "fossils" of some 
of this marine life. As one proceeds east from 
Garson the Tyndall stone is found at greater depth 
until a north-south line approximately along 
Highways 302 and 12 where the dolomite stops at 
approximately 100 feet in depth. East of this line is 
sandstone which was formed prior to the Tyndall 
stone. 

2. Surficial Geology: Surface Relief and Soils 
The event which perhaps had the greatest 

effect on the Beausejour-Brokenhead area was the 
Pleistocene glaciation and associated with that, 
Glacial Lake Agassiz. This event occurred from 
approximately 7,000 to 250,000 years ago. 

A climatic change occurred at the beginning of 
this time period which resulted in temperatures 
becoming colder. Snow, rather than completely 
melting each year, gradually turned to ice in the 
Canadian Arctic. Over many centuries this process 
resulted in a mass of ice from one to three miles thick 
slowly moving southward across Canada. As the ice 
moved south, it scraped soil rock and other debris 
before it incorporated this material within the ice. 
This massive sheet of ice finally stopped in the 
northern United States when, approximately 
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25,000 years ago a warmer clima te change occurred. 
With the warmer climate, the ice sheet began 
melting, causing it to retreat northward leaving 
behind the accumulated rock and soil called "till". 

Since the Beausejour-Brokenhead area drained 
northward, the ice sheet now to the north, acted as 
an effective dam causing the meltwater to build up 
sou th of the ice un til it found a drainage rou te to the 
south down the Mississippi River System. The 
resulting lake, which existed from 7,000 to 12,000 
years ago, is referred to as Glacial Lake Agassiz. It is 
estimated that the Beausejour-Brokenhead area 
was under several hundred feet of water at this 
time. While covered with water much of the silts 
and clays which constitute the texture of the local 
soils were deposited. 

When the ice sheet to the north finally melted, 
approximately 7,000 years ago, Glacial Lake Agassiz 
was drained resulting in a surface relief much as we 
see it today. In fact Lakes Manitoba, Winnipeg and 
Winnipegosis are remnants of the former Glacial 
Lake Agassiz. 

The drainage of the Beausejour-Brokenhead 
area is generally in a northwest direction, 
eventually emptying into Lake Winnipeg. 

The elevation of the Beausejour-Brokenhead 
area varies from 760 feet above sea level in the 
northwest part to approximately 890 feet above sea 
level in the southeast. The topography varies from 
level to gently sloping with a slope gradient of two to 
four feet per mile. 

There is a noticeable relief pattern of ridges 
running northwestward and southeastward. Devil 
Creek and the Brokenhead River are the major 
drainage collectors. 

Since there are a total of 18 different parent 
materials which are responsible for the soil types of 
the Beausejour-Brokenhead area, a complete 
discussion of the local soil is beyond the realm of this 
chapter. Therefore, only a brief overview of the 
areas soil types will be given. 

Most of the soils within the Beausejour
Brokenhead area can be classed as Black Soils or 
Grey Wooded Soils. Black soils are characterized by 
a high organic content dark colours and high 
moisture retention. Because of these soil charac
teristics a wide range of agricultural activities can be 
supported. "Chernozen" is another name for black 
soil: this isa Ukrainian and Russian word that means 
"black soil". 

Grey Wooded Soils are predominant where 
there originally grew a mixture of coniferous and 
deciduous trees. As a result of a summer water 



deficiency, these soils usually have an accumula
tion of calcium carbonate (lime) at some depth 
which is indica tive of a podzol. 

In addition to the above are the peat soils found 
on the margin of the Lydiatt bog and to the east of 
the Brokenhead River. Where the soil is well drained 
the peat has potential for good agricultural 
production. However, peat acts as insulation. In the 
spring the peat cover retards the rate at which the 
soil warms, while in the fall, during frost, the peat 
prevents the soil warmth from mixing with the air, 
usually resulting in frost damage to the more tender 
crops. With the current research being undertaken 
on peat soils in the area, better agricultural use of 
these soils may occur in the future. 

3. Climate: 
The Beausejour-Brokenhead area climate is 

designated as dominantly subhumid, cool conti
nental according to the Koppen classification. Since 
this area is located in the center of the continent, a 
great distance from the moderating effect of the 
oceans, the summer temperatures are higher, 
winter temperatures are lower and the annual 
temperature range much greater then the world 
average for the same latitude. The Beausejour
Brokenhead area receives approximately 20 inches 
of precipitation annually. Approximately 70% of the 
annual precipitation falls from April to October, 
while 30 to 40% of the total precipitation falls during 
May, June and July. 

The mean annual temperature for the 
Beausejour area is 2°C with July being the warmest 
month at 24.8°C and January the coldest at -24.3°C. 
The mean length of the growing season (frost free 
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period) varies from 117 to 119 days. 

4. Vegetation: 
When the first settlers arrived in the 

Beausejour-Brokenhead area, they were con
fronted with a large expanse of forest. The 
Beausejour-Brokenhead area is located on the 
border of two major vegetation zones; borealforest, 
and aspen -oak parkland. 

The most common vegetation type in the area 
was the aspen-oak parkland. In this natural 
vegetation poplar was the most common tree 
species on the low lying soils while the ridges and 
better drained sites supported a mixture of bur oak 
and poplar. As one travels around the Brokenhead 
area today, remnants of this vegetation can be seen 
in existing woodlots. 

Boreal forest vegetation consists mainly of 
coniferous trees such as jack pine and spruce. On 
well drained sites jack pine, white spruce, and in 
some instances, poplar and birch are the major 
vegetation types. In low-lying areas, black spruce 
and tamarac are the major vegetation types. 

Areas illustrating the boreal forest vegetation 
can be seen today in the Mars Hill area, and in the 
extreme southeast corner of the R.M. of 
Brokenhead in the Lydiatt area. 

The geography of the Beausejour-Brokenhead 
-Garson-Tyndall area is especially fascinating 
because it combines elements of the Canadian 
Shield, on the east, and of the Prairies and 
Parklands, on the west and northwest. This is the 
true geographic heartland of Canada in many 
respects. 



The Pre-Settlement Period 

The Prehistoric Period: The Land and the Aborigines 
By Henry Kazina and Michael Czuboka 

Millions of years ago much of North America, 
including most of the Arctic coast region, was 
submerged beneath warm, sea water and inhabited 
by warm-weather plants, carnivorous marine 
animals, and a variety of herring-like fish and 
wingless diving birds. However, approximately one 
million years ago, temperatures in the northern 
hemisphere began to cool, rain changed to snow and 
winters became longer and longer. Gradually, thick 
heavy layers of snow accumulated, changed to ice 
and began to spread out over the land. This process 
continued for thousands of years and eventually a 
huge mass of glacial ice, thousands of feet thick, 
covered most of Canada. Because so much water 
was locked up in this glacial ice, the level of the 
earth's oceans dropped between 300 and 400 feet, 
exposing millions of square miles of new, dry land 
that connected North America to Asia across what 
is now the Bering Strait. 

The first Americans were small nomadic bands 
of hunters who drifted across this so-called land 
bridge into Alaska. From this peninsula they flowed 
southward, in ever-extending migrations, until 
finally, after what must have taken centuries, they 
inhabited the entire length and breadth of the 
Americas. When Christopher Columbus landed in 
San Salvador in 1492, he called these copper
skinned hunters Indians because he thought that he 
had reached the East Indies. He did not live to realize 
his mistake, but the name he imposed on the 
inhabitants of the land at that time has persisted to 
this day. 

Estimates as to how long men have inhabited 
America vary from as much as 50,000 years to as 
little as 10,000 years. Because the Indians possessed 
no knowledge of the recording of history other than 
the vague story-telling tradition, memories of the 
first trans-continental migrations were !?oon lost. 
Any knowledge of pre-Columbian America must, 
therefore, be based on archeological evidence, 
which in the past ten years, has grown considerably 
due to the discovery of ancient sites in Alaska, in the 
Yukon, and along the Winnipeg River in Manitoba. 
The discovery of 27,000 year-old bone tools in the 
Yukon indicates a very early entry into North 
America. 

More significant is the Sinnock Site, an 
archeological find along the banks of the Winnipeg 
River just north of Lac Du Bonnet. In 1980, a 
research team of government archeologists, led by 
Dr. A.P. Buchner, discovered the site which has 
yielded 6,000 artifacts that provide evidence of 
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human activity dating back at least 8,000 years. 
Among the artifacts are many spearheads, large 
knives and scraping tools that are similar to the 
stone weapon points and tools used by big-game 
hunters during the Paleo (Old) - Indian Stage on 
the plains and wooded areas of the United States 
about 12,000 years ago. 

At this time, the southwestern trip of 
Manitoba was covered by a spruce forest, the 
southcentral and southeastern portions were 
flooded by Lake Agassiz and the northern part was 
buried beneath the ice sheet. Centuries passed, the 
climate warmed, grassland replaced the spruce 
forest and the hunters pushed into southeastern 
Manitoba to hunt the herds of bison that had 
replaced the now extinct mammoth and big-horned 
bison. About 8,000 years ago, northern Manitoba 
became ice free and was eventually covered by a lush 
coniferous forest that became the habitat for a 
variety of wildlife. 

The Sinnock Site, which contains the remains 
of Paleo-Indian culture, is located on the forested 
east bank of the Winnipeg River. According to Dr. 
Buchner, herds of bison occupied two ecological 
zones throughout the year. They stayed close to or 
in the forest in winter and during summer they 
grazed upon the grassland vegetation west of the 
Winnipeg River. The Indians would wait for the 
bison at narrowings of the river and slaughter them. 

Complete results of the research on the 
Sinnock Site have not yet been published but the 
implications for the Brokenhead River District 
could be quite significant because of its proximity to 
the Lac Du Bonnet find and, in general, to the 
Winnipeg River. Did the bison thunder through the 
area? Were they slaughtered at some narrow 
crossing of the Brokenhead River? Did an Indian 
camp or culture flourish somewhere along the 
banks of the river? Or will the area continue to be 
referred to merely as the hinterland to the fur trade 
posts along the Red River? Archeologists, sooner 
than time, may provide the answers. 

Mr. Eric Bauschke, a life-long resident of the 
area, recalls unearthing a huge skull with short 
curved horns and a hammer-like stone with holes 
and grooves while ploughing on his father's farm 
along the Brokenhead River. A deeply-corroded 
copper object was unearthed during farming 
operations one mile north of Ladywood and was 
turned over to provincial archeologists in June, 
1969. This specimen does not yield any definite 
information because it was rather severely 



damaged. It does, however, resemble specimens 
discovered at the Jansson Site on the Winnipeg 
River, the only known Old Copper site in the 
province of Manitoba. The copper projectiles of the 
Jansson Site were probably brought into the area by 
Indians from the Lake Superior-Rainy Lake Region. 

Although the two isolated discoveries described 
above provide no conclusive evidence of pre
settlement activity in the Brokenhead River 
District, they do leave the doors open for some 
romantic speculation. 

The Historic Period: Early Exploration and the Fur 
Trade 

In 1610, Henry Hudson and his mutinous 
crew, sailed through the ice flows of Hudson Strait 
and Hudson Bay into James Bay where they spent 
the winter. In the spring, he, his son and a few sick 
men were put into a small boat and set adrift in the 
cold Arctic waters. However, the first entry into 
what is now Manitoba was made by Sir Thomas 
Button of England in 1612. He sailed into James Bay, 
named Port Nelson, and wintered there in 1612-13. 

The first explorers to reach Manitoba by land 
were the Frenchmen, Radisson and Groseilliers. 
With the help of the Indians, they journeyed, in 
1681, as far north as James Bay. They returned to 
New France (Montreal), quarrelled with the 
governor about the profits from the furs they 
brought back, and, as a result, defected to the 
English. In 1668, they led an expedition to James Bay 
and returned next year to England with a rich cargo 
of fur. In 1670, spurred by the knowledge of the 
huge profits to be gained in the fur trade, the 
Hudson's Bay Company was formed. This 
"Company of Adventurers of England" was given a 
legal monopoly to trade with the Indians in the 
region whose waters emptied into Hudson's Bay. 

In the meantime, the French pushed through 
the Great Lakes system, cut across the rivers 
flowing into Hudson's Bay and interrupted the 
Indian fur brigades destined for Hudson's Bay 
trading posts. Pierre la Verendrye and members of 
his family were leaders in this push westward. They 
succeeded in establishing a series of trading posts on 
the plains between 1731 and 1743. Fort Maurepas 
near the mouth of the Red River, Fort Rouge at the 
junction of the Red and Assiniboine Rivers and Fort 
La Reine on the present site of Portage la Prairie 
were perhaps the most important. 

In February, 1737, La Verendrye walked 
overland from Fort St. Charles on Lake of the 
Woods to Fort Maurepas. It is possible that he 
journeyed through the Brokenhead River District 
at this time. On his way, he encountered numerous 
lodges of Cree Indians. He learned from discussions 
with the Crees that they and two villages of 
Assiniboine Indians were anxious to make a later 
winter fur hunt to the west of Winnipeg. It is 
interesting to note that the Indians, at this time, 
were able to obtain plenty of buffalo meat from their 
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hunters in the parklands. 
This supports the theory advanced by Dr. 

Buchner that the buffalo occupied two ecological 
zones during the year - the parkland belt which 
extended to the edges of the boreal forest in winter 
and the open grasslands in the summer. Thus, 
barring any unforeseen disturbances, the Indians 
were able to fish during the spring and early 
summer, hunt buffalo on the grasslands during the 
summer, and hunt moose in the forest during the 
winter. They could, also, hunt the buffalo that 
moved into the parkland belt during the winter. 

Following the defeat of France in the Seven 
Years War (1756-63), Britain gained control over 
almost all French possessions in North America, 
thereby adding security to the Hudson's Bay 
Company's monopoly. But, in Canada, the old 
northwest route was gradually taken over by a new 
group of traders. These men, largely Scottish in 
origin, renewed the old rivalry with even greater 
fervour. As the years passed, their competition -
both amongst themselves and with the Hudson's 
Bay Company - increased in intensity. Faced with 
complete strangulation of trade, the English 
Company began establishing posts of their own in 
the interior. The "Nor Westers", no longer able to 
compete effectively, finally amalgamated in 1787 
into a loose and sprawling corporation that came to 
be known as the North West Company. 

As the competition in the fur trade intensified, 
the Cree-Assiniboine Indians began to lose their 
position as middlemen and were forced to move 
westward out of the region east of Lake Winnipeg. 
The Saulteaux, a band of Indians from Sault Ste. 
Marie, who for some time had already been moving 
westward, began to occupy the region vacated by 
the Crees. The relentless exploitation of the animal 
kingdom was slowly, but surely forcing the Indians, 
the coureur de bois, the explorers and the fur 
traders away from the depleted lands of the east and 
further into the rich, virgin fur fields of the west. 

In 1811, Lord Selkirk, a wealthy Scots 
nobleman, purchased one hundred and sixteen 
thousand square miles of Hudson Bay Company 
land which stretched south from Lake Winnipeg to 
the headwaters of the Mississippi and west from the 
Lake of the Woods to the upper reaches of the 



Assiniboine River. He brought four small groups of 
settlers to the junction of the Red and the 
Assiniboine. This angered the "Metis" or "Half
breeds" and threatened the fur trade of the North 
West Company. A period of violence followed, 
climaxed by the famous "Skirmish at Seven Oaks"in 

1816, in which several settlers were killed by the 
"Metis". Finally, some measure of order to the fur 
trade was restored in 1821 when the Hudson's Bay 
Company absorbed the North West Company. The 
new colony at Red River survived, prospered and 
settled into an era of relative peace. 

The Indian Settlements 

In 1817, after re-establishing his people from 
the attacks of the Nor'Westers in 1816, Lord Selkirk 
took a further step in ensuring the permanence of 
the colony. Negotiating with the Saulteaux and 
Cree bands who lived in the district, he concluded a 
treaty, which, he hoped, would confirm his posses
sion of the lands previously ceded to him by the 
Hudson's Bay Company. In return, he agreed to pay 
the Indians annually a quantity of tobacco, and also 
granted them two reserves. One of these was 
located near the present day city of Portage la Prairie 
and was set aside for the Crees. The second, which 
was given to the Saulteaux, extended northward 
from Sugar Point, and became the site of St. Peter's, 
the first Indian settlement of Western Canada. 

However, the settlement was not destined to 
last very long. Half-breeds and white men, after 
buying out Indian owners at bargain prices, began 
settling on the reserve. This broke down Indian 
solidarity, and exposed the still-unprepared people 
to all the diseases and corrupting influences 
attendant on white encroachment. 

After 1871, the old rivalry between the 
Saulteaux and the Crees broke into the open, and 
the reserve was divided into two sections in 1876.1n 
the years that followed, the Indian population 
steadily declined as many of the Indians began to 
drift back to hunting and fishing. In 1908, St. Peter's 
reserve was surrendered to the Canadian govern-

ment and most of the Indians moved away. St. 
Peter's, as a Christian Indian Settlement, no longer 
exists. 

In 1853, along the Brokenhead River at 
Scanterbury, another mission among a number of 
Saulteaux was started. Because ofits late beginning, 
smallness, and separation from St. Peter's by 20 
miles of wilderness, it played a very insignificant 
role in the history of the main settlement. It was 
served by Indian clergymen and teachers who 
generally had a difficult time controlling the 
Indians. Most of the Saulteaux would sooner hunt 
or fish than grow crops or a ttendchurch. As a result, 
the mission at Scanterbury made slow progress. 

It should be pointed out, though, that it did not 
collapse as did St. Peter's. In 1876, three councillors 
of the Indians at Brokenhead River met with 
Alexander Morris, Lieutenant-Governor of Mani
toba, to complain about nine "heathen" families 
who left the Roseau River Reserve and settled on 
the Brokenhead River Reserve. While pointing out 
that the intruders were more liberally treated than 
they were, they emphasized the fact that they had 
been living at Brokenhead River for three 
generations. This is significant because it implies 
that there must have been Indian activity along the 
Brokenhead River many years before the white 
settlers moved into the area. 

Local Observations 

According to Mr. Eric Beauschke, the Indians 
who fished and trapped along the Brokenhead River 
were friendly, polite people. Before entering a 
settler's yard, they would call out in order not to 
spook or frighten the inhabitants. They did not 
damage property and if they did remove an article 
from someone's property, they always left a pike 
pole or muskrat stretcher or some other item in its 
place. 

Mr. Bauschke's father used to haul oats to the 
Hudson's Bay Store in Scanterbury. On one cold 
winter day, an Indian had found a pair of mitts on 
the road. So concerned was he that an individual 
would freeze his hands that he remained on the road 
in the hope that the person whose mitts he had 
found would return to claim them. He would not 

6 

keep them for himself! 
In spring, the Indians travelled up the 

Brokenhead River to fish. They could often be seen 
returning to Scanterbury in canoes heavily loaded 
with good-sized pickerel. During the summer, they 
dug seneca root and picked blueberries. In winter, 
when meat became scarce, the Indians travelled by 
dog sled to Milner Ridge to hunt moose. They 
seemed to know exactly where to find the moose 
and almost always returned with the sleds loaded 
with meat. 

One of the more lucrative occupations of the 
Indians was the trapping of the "real bank" 
muskrats which fur was of an exceptionally fine qua
lity. They conducted their trapping operations in an 
orderly manner by dividing the area along the river 



into trapping zones and allotting these zones to the 
Indian families. 

The Indians used the bark of the red willows 
growing along the river to make a special blend of 
tobacco. They stripped the bark, dried it, ground it, 
and mixed it with the regular T and B fine cut 
tobacco available at the Hudson's Bay Store. 

There was at least one Indian village in the 
Tyndall area before the arrival of the white settlers. 
Tyndall was the ideal place in which to settle because 
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it was close to the Hudson's Bay Company Store in 
Selkirk, the water table was high and there was an 
abundance of small game. Devil's Creek runs 
through the general area and almost every spring 
yields its catch of fish. Evidence of the trails used by 
the Indians is still visible in the Tyndall area. In fact, 
when the area was first surveyed, more than one 
Indian was found to be living right on the road 
allowance. 



Slavic and Germanic Roots 

By Michael Czuboka 

Background 

The European immigrants to the Beausejour
Brokenhead area were frequently confused about 
their ethnic and national origins. Some called 
themselves "Austrians", when in fact they were 
Ukrainians, Germans or Poles. 

The Ukrainian and Polish people are "Slavs" 
and are closely rela ted in terms oflanguage and race, 
but are different in several respects. Ukrainians 
speak a distinctive Slavic language and originally, at 
least, were members of either the Ukrainian or 
"Greek" Catholic Church, or the Ukrainian or 
"Greek" Orthodox Church. 

The Poles were generally members of the 
Roman Catholic Church. Because fewer Poles carne 
to Canada then Ukrainians, many Poles became 
assimilated into Ukrainian communities. By way of 
contrast, in the United States the opposite usually 
happened; that is, the Poles assimilated the 
Ukrainians. 

The Germans speak an Indo-European 
language which is distantly related to Ukrainian and 
Polish, but Germans are not "Slavs". Nevertheless, 
there has been a grea t deal ofintermarriage over the 
centuries, so that Germans sometimes have Slavic 
surnames such as "Borkowsky", and Slavs 
sometimes have Germanic surnames such as 
"Schiller". To add to the confusion, it should also be 
noted that most of the original immigrants spoke 
Ukrainian and Polish, as well as German if they 
happened to live in German-speaking areas. 

Ethnic Origins 

Many of the authors of family histories in this 
book say that their immigrant ancestors carne from 
"Austria", and do not always identify themselves as 
"Ukrainians, Poles or Germans". In this regard, it 
should be noted that there were many na tionalities 
within the Austrian Empire in the 19th century, and 
that immigration authorities were confused by the 
many groups that arrived in Canada. Ukrainians 
were usually known as "Galicians" or "Bukovin
ians" or "Ruthenians". 

"Austrian" immigrants to Canada can usually 
be identified in ethnic terms by their surnames. 
"Typical" German surnames are: Bachman, Baus
chke, Best, Betker, Buchholz, Buss, Fiebelkorn, 
Froehlich, Fuerst, Gretsinger, Hastman, Hem
minger, Hintz, Juenke, Keilback, Lange, Meyer, 
Ott, Otto, Peitsch, Rattai, Reimann, Rosentreter, 
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Schiller, Schreyer, Voss, Witzke and Zirko Males of 
German origin frequently use the following first 
names: Rudolph, Eric, Hans, Herman, Reinhold, 
Kurt and Otto. 

Typical Ukrainian surnames are Antoniuk, 
Antymis, Bodnarchuk, Bodner, Boyko, Chymy
shyn, Dutka, Evecsyn, Ewasko, Fosty, Garbolinski, 
Greschuk, Hlady, Hutniak, Kazina, Kianski, 
Kiazyk, Kisiloski, Klimchuk, Kozody, Kozyra, 
Lazarko, Lucko, Magura, Mazur, Mikoluff, Nazare
vich, Sawchuk and Zadorozny. Males of Ukrainian 
origin frequently use the following first names: 
Peter, Michael, Nicholas, John, Borden, Dmitro, 
Harry and Steven. 

Polish surnames are frequently similar to 
Ukrainian surnames, and sometimes it is difficult to 
tell if a name is Polish or Ukrainian. However, some 
typical Polish surnames are: Bialek, Bukoski, 
Gmiterek, Kamaraus, Komadowski, Mamrocha, 
Modrzejewski, Pleskacz, Sokalski, Szajewski, Ur
banski, Wilgosh and Witoski. Males of Polish origin 
frequently use the following first names: Casmir, 
Joseph, Frank, Walter, Stanley and Edward. 

Galicia and Bukovina 

Galicia was an independent Ukrainian king
dom in the early Middle Ages. It became a part of 
Poland in the 1300's. In 1772 Poland was partitioned 
and Galicia became a province within the huge 
Austro-Hungarian Empire. Although most of the 
people in Galicia in the 19th century and earlier 
were Ukrainian, large numbers of Poles and 
Germans lived among them. Bukovina was another 
Ukrainian province immediately adjacent to Galicia. 
More than 90% of all Ukrainians in Canada initially 
carne from the Galicia-Bukovina-Volhynia area, 
and most of these carne from Galicia. Poles and 
Germans moved into Galicia over the centuries 
because Galicia was, at various times, under Polish, 
Austrian and German political influence or 
domination. Some of the major cities and towns of 
Galicia are: Lvov, Ternopol, Chernovtsy, Peremy
shl, Brody, Kolomyia and Dolyna. Immediately 
south of Galicia are the Carpathian Mountains, and 
this region is sometimes referred to as the 
"Carpatho-Ukraine". 

"Volhynia" or "Wolhynien" 

Volhynia is a former province of Poland. Poles, 
Ukrainians and Germans inhabited this area prior to 



the Second World War. Many immigrant families of 
German origin came to the Beausejour-Broken
head area from Volhynia at the turn of the century, 
and they usually Germanized the name by spelling it 
"Wolhynien" or some similar version. The main 
towns of this province are Krzemienic, Kove!, 
Dubno, Rovno, Astrog, Lutsk and Luck. After 
World War II, Volhynia became a part of the 

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic. ltisabout 7,722 
square miles in area. About 1,000,000 people 
presently live in this former province, which now 
forms a part of the "Volyn oblast" of the Soviet 
Ukraine. Volhynia is located immediately north of 
Galicia, the other Ukrainian province from which 
many Ukrainian, Polish and German immigrants 
came to the Beausejour-Brokenhead area. 

The Ukrainians at Milner 

Robert Brooke was an Englishman 
who wrote travelogues for the British press 
in the years immediately prior to the First 
World War. Writing in 1913-14, he described 
the Ukrainian "Ruthenians" or "Galicians" 
as follows: 
"Our train was boarded by a crowd of 
Ruthenians or Galicians, brown-eyed and 
beautiful people, not yet wholly civilised 
out of their own costume. The girls chatted 
together in a swift, lovely language, and 
the children danced about, tossing their 
queer brown mops of hair. They clattered 
out at a little village that seemed to belong 
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to them. I pondered on their feelings, and 
looked for the name of the little Utopia 
these aliens had found in a new world. It 
was called (for the railway companies 
name towns in this country) 'Milner' ". 

The Editor found this description on 
page 90 of Sandra Martin's and Roger Hall's 
book on ROBERT BROOKE IN CANADA 
(P.M.A. Books, Toronto, 1978). This passage 
is especially interesting because it describes 
people from "Milner", a "village" in our 
area. 

- M. Czuboka 
Editor 
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The Settlement Period: Immigrants From Europe 
By:A1ichaeICzuboka 

Most of the people presently living in the 
Beausejour-Brokenhead-Garson-Tyndall area came 
from Eastern Europe in two major waves of immigration: 
that is. from 1890 to 1914 and from 1918 to 1939. 

The flow of people was interrupted during the 
First World War of 1914-1918. as well as during the 
Great Depression of the 1930·s. Some immigration 
also took place after the Second World War of 1939-
1945. but it was relatively minor as compared with the 
earlier periods. 

The majority of the population of this area is of 
Ukrainian. Polish and German origin. A great deal of 
intermarriage has later taken place among these three 
groups. and especially insofar as the most recent 
generations are concerned. Initially. most mixed 
marriages took place between people of Ukrainian 
and Polish origin. but in recent years the German and 
other ethnic groups have frequently married outside 
of their groups. As a result, many of the children in 
the area's schools of the 1980's are now of combined 
Ukrainian. Polish and German ancestry. Many other 
kinds of admixtures are also evident. 

Some examples of families of Ukrainian and 
German origin are those of: Alexander G. Solotki; 
Louis Fuerst; Bob Meyer; Ron Kowalke; William 
Kozyra; Paul Baker and Martin Okolita. 

Some examples of families of Ukrainian. Polish 
and German origins are those of: David M. Chrusch; 
Alan R. Bodnarchuk; Wally Cyncora; Clifford Kisiloski; 
Donald Sobetski and Frederick Kalinowski. 

Some examples of families of Polish and German 
origin are those of: Wayne Omichinski; Raymond 
Juenke; Arthur Gessie; Helmut Kebernik and Gordon 
Witzke. 

A study of the area's family histories reveals 
that many other combinations have taken place. The 
family of Dennis Chimuk is of Ukrainian. Belgian. 
French. Swedish. English. Irish and Scottish origin; 
Dennis Sabovitch's family is Polish. French and 
Swedish; Kenneth Lindstrom's is Swedish. Ukrainian 
and Polish; Herbert Beger's is German. English. Polish 
and Ukrainian; James Schmidfs is German. Norwegian. 
English and Irish; Lawrence Klapprafs is German. 
English. Irish and Welsh; Robert Drewlo's is German. 
English. Polish and Ukrainian; and Ronald Cameron's 
is Scottish. Irish. English. Ukrainian. German and 
Dutch. Many other similar examples could be cited. 

Although the majority of the people in this area 
are of Ukrainian. Polish and German origin. smaller 
numbers of persons originate from almost every other 
country in Europe. including the British Isles. Latvia. 
Czechoslovakia. Italy. France. Lithuania. Hungary. 
Belgium. France. Sweden. Iceland. Romania. Norway 
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and Holland. There are also smaller representations 
from the United States. Brazil and Asia. 

The dominant religious groups of the area are 
the Roman and Ukrainian Catholics. and the Lutherans. 
Smaller religious groups are those of the United. 
Anglican, Orthodox, Methodist, Baptist and 
Pentecostal Churches. The Jewish and Buddhist 
religions are also represented in much smaller 
numbers. 

It is also important to understand that almost 
all of the Ukrainians. Poles and Germans in this area 
originated from the same part of Eastern Europe. 
More than 90% of all Ukrainian immigrants to Canada 
came from the Ukrainian-Polish-Austrian provinces 
of Galicia and Bukovina. This Ukrainian area. in the 
southern part of present-day Poland. was fought over 
and held. at various intervals. by the Russians. Poles. 
Austrians. Germans and Ukrainians. Living among 
the Ukrainians were many Poles and Germans. 

The Ukrainian and Polish languages and cultures 
are closely related. and a great deal of assimilation 
took place between these two groups over the centuries. 
Although there were periods of hostilities among the 
various ethnic groups in Eastern Europe. intermarriage 
was a fairly common occurrence. 

An examination of the family histories of the 
area reveals that most of the German immigrants 
came from the same general area of the Ukraine. and 
that they originally spoke Ukrainian or Polish as well 
as German. Geographic proximity also resulted in 
similar kinds of foods. clothing. farming practices 
and other cultural characteristics. So-called "Ukrainian 
weddings". for example. are also held by Germans and 
Poles from Galicia and Bukovina. Perogies. holopchi. 
borsch. sauerkraut and garlic sausage are foods that 
are common to the Germans of Galicia-Bukovina. as 
well as to the Ukrainians and Poles. A "polka" means 
a "dance in a field" in Ukrainian arid Polish. but polkas 
have been written and danced by Ukrainians. Poles 
and Germans. The English Historian. Bernard Pares. 
says that ..... the folk song of the Ukraine. deeper than 
the German and more melodious than the Russian. is 
probably the most beautiful in the world". In any 
event, all three groups have had very strong influences 
on each other with respect to music. art. clothing and 
culture generally. 

Although intermarriage has become a common 
practice in the Beausejour-Brokenhead-Garson-Tyndall 
area in the last half of the 20th century. it should be 
pointed out that ethnic mixtures took place in 
Galicia-Bukovina for many centuries. "Mazur". for 
instance. is a very common Ukrainian family name. 
with about 1 0 being listed in the Beausejour tele-



Galician Ukrainians arriving in Canada about 1900. 
- Public Archives of Canada 

Typical Galician immigrant's home. - Public Archives of Canada Ukrainian immigrants, about 1900. 
- Public Archives of Canada 
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German-Russian immigrants at Quebec City about 1900. German immigrants at Quebec City in 1911. 
- Public Archives of Canada - Public Archives of Canada 

Ukrainian immigrants arriving in Canada about 1900. - Public Archives of Canada 
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phone directory. and 100 in Winnipeg's directory. 
However. "Mazur" is really a name of German origin; 
the "Mazurs" were originally immigrants to the Ulaaine 
from the Medieval German province of "Mazoury". 
The author once knew a Polish gentleman by the very 
Germanic name of "Manteuffel". but his family had 
been Polish for many generations. Many Ulaainian. 
Polish and German surnames are, in fact, common to 
all three languages. as in the case of "Borody". which 
means a "man with a beard" in Ulaainian. Polish and 
German. as well as the Gaelic languages of Scotland 
and Ireland! 

Substantial numbers of Anglo-Saxon families 
were among the original settlers of the Beausejour
Brokenhead-Garson-Tyndall area. However. many of 
these people were unfamilar or uncomfortable with 
agriculture and gradually drifted into other vocations 
elsewhere. Their lands were mainly purchased by 
Eastern Europeans from Galicia-Bukovina. Included 
among the immigrants were Jewish families from the 
same area. The Europeans also expanded into nearby 
swampy and forested areas that had previously not 
been used for farming. 

Rather than establishing themselves on the 
treeless prairies. the immigrants from Galicia-Bukovina 
preferred to settle on land that was covered by trees. 
For these people. wood was precious because it had 
been a scarce commodity in their homeland. The 
Jewish immigrants frequently became merchants 
among the Germans. Poles and Ulaainians. because 
they all spoke the same language. 

In his book on the HARDSHIPS AND PROGRESS 
OF UKRAINIAN PIONEERS. author. Peter Humeniuk. 
describes the typical family journey from Galicia
Bukovina to Canada. A number of other authors have 
written similar accounts. 

Prior to the journey. homemade trunks were 
packed with axes. garden seeds. hatchets. knives. 
carpentry tools. sickles. hoes. rakes and other tools 
without handles. Bibles. religious objects. books. 
clothing. candles and bedding items also were packed. 
Garlic was usually the only medicinal substance 
included. 

Departures were very emotional. because those 
being left behind knew that the immigrants would 
probably never be seen again. Impoverished parents 
frequently made extreme financial sacrifices to provide 
passage money for their immigrating children. 

The immigrants travelled by train northwest
ward from southern Poland to the port of Hamburg in 
Germany. They purchased tickets and passports at 
Hamburg. and usually stopped at Liverpool, in England. 
before proceeding across the Atlantic to either Halifax 
or Montreal. Conditions on the steamships of the late 
19th and early 20th centuries were very primitive. and 
disease and death were not uncommon. 

After landing at Halifax or Montreal. the imm-
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igrants were loaded into crude "colonial" railway 
coaches for the trip to Winnipeg. Many families 
then had to stay temporarily in an immigration hall 
in Winnipeg before they were able to arrange for the 
possession of their homesteads. 

Trips to their newly acquired acreages were 
usually by means of wagons drawn by horses or oxen. 
As they approached the bush and swamp of the 
Beausejour-Brokenhead-Garson-Tyndall area. the 
immigrants were greeted by hordes of unfamiliar 
mosquitoes. Roads were nothing more than trails and 
ruts. 

There was very little governmental assistance. 
and the first few years were extremely difficult for the 
pioneers. If they arrived late in the summer. there was 
no time for gardens or the construction of proper 
homes. The first winters were sometimes spent in sod 
covered excavations in the ground. Eventually. 
however. log homes were constructed in accordance 
with construction methods used in Eastern Europe. 

Most of the Eastern European immigrants knew 
no English when they arrived. and they created a "new 
vocabulary" as a means of adjusting to their new 
world. The Ulaainians. in particular. seemed to be 
very creative in changing English and Ulaainian 
words to suit their linguistic needs. John Panchuk. in 
his BUKOWINIAN SETTLEMENTS. points out that for 
the Ulaainian immigrants ..... the United States became 
Shtitzee. Stewart became Shchoor. train became trin. 
pail became paylo. cup became kopick. corner became 
connor. river became rivar. shovel became shooflia. 
box stove became baishtok. forks became forky. and 
farm became farma". The Poles and Germans created 
similar vocabularies in terms of their own languages. 

Most of the Ulaainian. Polish and German 
immigrants were poorly-educated and poverty-stricken 
peasants fleeing from the tyranny of oppressive 
governments and the perpetual anarchy that existed 
in Eastern Europe. 

It also must be recorded. unfortunately. that 
the Galicians and Bukowinians were not always 
welcomed with open arms. Discrimination and 
hostility towards Ukrainians. Poles and Germans was 
very common. and particularily during the First World 
War when men from all three groups were frequently 
put into concentration camps simply because they 
had been "Austrian" citizens. 

Although German. Polish. Ulaainian and other 
Slavic names are much more acceptable in Canada in 
the 1980·s. it should be pointed out that it took several 
decades to overcome many Anglo-Saxon-Canadian 
prejudices. Even the most prejudiced of people. 
however. are eventually converted. in varying degrees. 
to the successes of N.H.L. goalie Terry Sawchuk. skier 
Steve Podborski. hockey player Wayne Gretzky and a 
multitude of other persons with "foreign names". 
Would anyone in 1980 call Ukrainian Canadian Mike 



Bossy a "Bohunk"? It is a gradual and imperceptible 
process: the German or Ukrainian-Canadian medical 
doctor explaining a new technique on the national 
television news; the troupe of dancers at prominent 
national festivals; the acquiring of tastes for German 
music and foods; the intermarriage of Germans. Poles 
and Ukrainians with Canadians of other origins. 

In the first decade of the twentieth century. 
however. discrimination against people with Slavic 
and German names was rampant. All Canadians with 
"foreign" names found it difficult to obtain jobs. 
Even enlightened employees sometimes insisted upon 
anglicized names on the premise that some customers 
might be repelled by unpronouncable surnames. 
Men and women who wanted to teach in Anglo-Saxon 
communities were sometimes advised to become 
"English". If they had no accent. going "white" was 
relatively simple. 

Many thousands of Eastern European Canadians 
did change their names. Some could be anglicized 
with relative ease: "Boyko" became "Boyd"; "Frank
owski" became "Frank"; "Mikoloff" became "Mc 
Gauliffe"; "Stephaniuk" became "Stevens"; and 
"Schmidt" became "Smith". 

Within a generation. however. the Galicians 
and Bukovinians were firmly established in their New 
W orId. The children and grandchildren of the Eastern 
European immigrants became successful farmers. 
businessmen. artists. tradesmen. musicians. medical 
doctors. lawyers. teachers. nurses. plumbers and 
electricians. One even became the Premier of Manitoba 
and the Governor-General of Canada. Their survival 
and success was a miracle that would never be 
forgotten. 

The Canadian Government began an extensive advertising campaign in the Ukrainian 
provinces of Galicia and Bukovina in 1896. This poster - in the Ukrainian language -
proclaims that 200 million acres are available in Canada, including"160 acres for everyone." 
The average peasant farm in Galicia-Bukovina at this time was about 7.5 acres. 

- Public Archives of Canada 
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The Beckersdorf Colony of Galicia 
by Michael Czuboka 

The Beckersdorf Colony was foun
ded in 1784 by the Austrian Emperor, 
Joseph II, who wanted to put some 
German-speaking colonists among the 
Ukrainians in his province of Galicia. 
Austria had acquired Galicia from 
Poland, which had been dismembered 
and divided among Prussia, Russia and 
Austria in 1772. 

Although Galicia had been under 
Polish, Austrian and Russian control at 
various intervals over the years, its 
people have always been mainly Ukrain
ians. Poles and Ukrainians speak lan
guages that are closely related, but 
Ukrainians have traditionally belonged to 
either the Ukrainian Catholic Church or 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, whereas 
Poles have traditionally been Roman 
Catholics. The German language is 
distantly related to Polish and Ukrpinian. 
The German colonists in Beckersdorf 
soon found it necessary to learn 
Ukrainian and Polish, and before long a 
considerable amount of intermarriage 
began to take place. This was facilitated, 
to some extent, because the Beckersdorf 
Germans were also Catholics. 

Peter Huber has written an excellent 
book in German about the Beckersdorf 
Colony. This book is called: Ancestors and 
Fates: A Family Book of the Palatinate Settlers in 
Beckersdorf in Galicia. Huber's book is 
particularly relevant to the Beausejour
Brokenhead area because a number of 
Beckersdorf families came here at the 
turn of the century. Some familiar local 
family names that appear in Huber's book 
are: Becker (Baker); Galay; Soluk; 
Horodyski; Huber; Klein; Kolmer (Col
mer); Lachowski; Ottenbreit; Pfeiffer; 
Schreier (Schreyer), and the like. It is 
interesting to note, in this respect, that 
Galay, Soluk, Horodyski, Kolmer and 
Lachowski are Ukrainian and/or Polish 
names, and that the other names are of 
German origin. 
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A study of the various branches of 
the Schreyer family reveals that the 
following Ukrainian and/or Polish families 
intermarried with the Germanic Schrey
ers: Janczyk; Lachowski; Horodyski; 
Komusiewicz; Soluk; Bodner; Bohonos; 
Zawadowski; Fojutowski; Bratko; Zboin
ski and Koslowski. Similar kinds of ethnic 
mixtures took place in all of the other 
families. 

Peter Huber's map of the Beckers
dorf Colony appears elsewhere in the 
section, and it provides us with some 
fascinating details about life in the 1800's 
in Galicia. It should be noted that: (1) the 
German and Ukrainian and/or Polish 
farmers lived side by side along a long 
street; and (2) that a river called the 
"Koropiec" flowed nearby; and (3) that 
the Ukrainian and/or Polish farmers 
living in this colony included Zawadowski, 
Soluk, Lachowski, Oswianski, Mandrycki, 
Kokonowski, Nasko, Jaszczyk, Niedz
wiecki, Kostecki, Wozny, Filipowski, 
Horodyski and Statzkow; and (4) that the 
German farmers living here included: 
Ottenbreit, Schreyer, Pfeiffer, Martini, 
Hepp, Cewe, Wilke, Door, Becker, Engel, 
Adam, Thoni, Luis and Barger. 

The Beckersdorf Colony was loca ted 
near the town of "Pidhaici" in eastern 
Galicia. The name of this town is also 
sometimes spelled as "Podhajce", which is 
the version used in Peter Huber's book. 
Pidhaici is shown on the map as "Galicia: 
1900" which appears elsewhere in this 
section. 

Many of the Catholic German 
families in the Beausejour-Brokenhead 
area came from the Beckersdorf Colony 
in Galicia. Germans of the Lutheran faith 
tended to come directly from Germany, 
or from territories that were controlled 
by Russia. 
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The German Crossover 
By:KenD. Steinke 

Before the First World War many families of 
German extraction lived in Poland with the Polish 
and Russians in peace and harmony. They had their 
farms and homes and to earn extra money they 
worked in factories in the surrounding towns and 
cities. 

Emil German and his wife Caroline (Ertman) 
German, with their eight children were one such 
family. Edward Ehmke and Katlika (Exner) Ehmke 
were another family that lived in the province of 
Volhynia, Poland. They spoke Polish, Russian and 
German quite fluently, so they were accepted by 
everyone. 

Then the War broke out and things changed. 
Matilda Ehmke's two brothers Fredrick and 
Gottlieb Exner were inducted into the Russian 
Army. The quiet countryside was teaming with 
soldiers who confiscated any animals they wanted. 
Hunger lurked at the doorsteps of many families. In 
order to have some meat to cook, the women would 
get up before sunrise and try to find where the 
soldiers had slaughtered the cows or steers. They 
would take the head and feet or anything that they 
could use to make soup to feed their hungry 
children. Sometimes the head wasn't as fresh as 
they thought and food poisoning set in. People died 
like flies either from starvation or dysentry. The 
War raged all around; when the bullets would start 
to fly the women would take the children and hide in 
the cellars. Even then some bullets would come 
through and whistle like hornets around their ears. 
Matilda Ehmke saw her brother Fredrick shot down 
not far from his home. The left-behind wife 
Seraphina and three children moved in with her 
mother-in-law, Krystyny (Hilcher) Exner. 

In 1915 the Russians claimed the Germans 
were subversive agents ready to sabotage the 
Russians. So they rounded the Germans all up and 
put them in covered wagons; others walked or rode 
horses and the caravan set off for Siberia. They 
travelled this way through Poland and part of 
Russia. Then they were crowded together on trains 
to the sea. There they went by boat up to a port in 
Siberia. The group was then settled in a camp in 
Ruveno, Siberia. The men were set to work filling in 
the fox holes and repairing the war-torn country. 
Some of the women went to work in factories. Emil 
German's eldest daughter Hannah worked in a 
cement factory in Bresnuv, making barrel staves 
and wooden rings. The barrels were used to store 
the cement. Matilda Ehmke worked in a glass 
factory until she cut her hand and she was sent 
home to look after small children so other women 
could go to work. The cold was very severe and the 
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people suffered grea tly but somehow they managed 
to survive. 

In 1918 the War was over and the families were 
told they could go home. The trip home was slow 
and agonizing. Weakened by the cold and hunger, 
many people died. Emil German lost his wife 
Caroline, and the four youngest children. Matilda 
Ehmke's husband, Edward, also died on the way 
home. 

When they arrived home expecting to see their 
farms and homes again they found that the Poles 
were living in their homes and working their fields. 
Some were able to move into part of the house, one 
or two rooms, and those that had no homes moved 
in with them so sometimes there were as many as 
fifteen people living in two rooms. They couldn't 
put in a garden or have any cows or any other 
livestock, so they went hungry all the time. Those 
that had money bought what little food there was 
from black marketeers. Some of these weren't too 
greedy and the food was edible, but others weren't 
so scrupulous and these sold meat claiming to be 
beef when in reality it was human flesh taken from 
people that they found already dead. Anybody that 
ate this meat got sick and died within days. The 
plague killed more than the War did. Many families 
left Poland for Germany and many more left for 
Canada. The Jasters, Rolfes, Hintzs, Regers, 
Schinkles and Fuers ts were some of the families tha t 
left for Canada to settle in the Beausejour area. 

On April 19, 1925 Emil German and Matilda 
Ehmke went to Tucyne and in a quiet ceremony 
were married. Emil wrote to his mother, Augusty, 
requesting her to bond him and his family so they 
could come over to Canada. In order for any of the 
refugees to come over they had to be bonded by 
someone here and they had to have one hundred 
dollars for expending on the ship. Mrs. Schinkle 
(German, Singbeil) went to see Mr. Lents who was 
the bonding agent in Beausejour, Manitoba and the 
wheels were set in motion for the "German 
Crossover". 

On June 23, 1926 in their home in Wolhynien, 
Matilda gave birth to a son William. On August 20, 
1926 they left their home to embark on their 
journey to the new land. They went by train to 
Danzig and then by ship they went to Dover, 
England. When they arrived in Dover, expecting to 
board the ship and leave immediately they found to 
their horror that they were booked on a ship that 
was considered dangerous for passengers so they 
were fitting it for a cargo ship. There weren't any 
other ships available so the 5.5. Marlot was once 
more fixed up to accommodate passengers. After a 



week of waiting, the Germans (Emil, Matilda, sons 
Rudolph, William, and daughter Emilie) again were 
on their way. Rudolph was able to work on the ship 
by shoveling coal for the fires to generate steam. He 
earned $73.00 which was a lot of money for a 19 year 
old man. The ship was old and the North Atlantic is 
very rough so the ship developed a few leaks, which 
were quickly fixed. On September 22, 1926, Emil 
and his family arrived in Halifax, Nova Scotia. There 
they boarded a train for the Prairies. 

They arrived in time to help with the harvest 
that fall in this area. Emil moved in with his eldest 
daughter Hannah who had emigrated three years 
earlier. Hannah had met Gustuv Jaster who had 
been an officer in the Russian Army and in 1918 she 
married him. They had lived in Germany for four 
years. In 1922 they came to the Golden Bay area. 
They had a small house but they were able to look 
after the German family and help them for awhile. 
In December Emil moved his family in with his 
mother, Augusty, who was again widowed. There 
on January 27, 1928 a daughter Elsie was born. In 
spring Emil rented a farm in Cloverleaf, Manitoba 
but only lived there a good one and a half years. The 
land was poor and had a lot of stones. It was also too 
far from town. But Emil had managed to save 
enough money and he bought a team of horses from 
a trader by the name of "Gorenstein." Then he took 
up a homestead of eighty acres in the St. Ouens 
area. There in 1930, another daughter Freida (Mrs. 
R. Steinke) was born. Six years later another 
daughter Evelyn was born. 

In 1927 Emil had bonded Gustuv and his wife 
Martha and their three year old son Ervin. When 
they arrived in Canada, father and son joined forces 
in order to make a living. They couldn't make a living 
off of 80 acres so the two of them, with a team of 
horses and a scraper hired out to the municipality to 
help clear for roads, digging ditches and to build 
roads. They worked for a dollar a day to clear the 
stretch of land where the old 44 Highway is and the 
Brokenhead River Bridge which still stands. The 
trees were very big and long. Since they were able to 
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keep all the trees cleared, they started to cut logs for 
houses and barns. The thicker trees were made into 
lumber. The lumber had to be cut with a broad saw. 
This was done by placing the logs on a ramp high 
enough to let a man stand underneath. Thus 
Gustuv would stand on top and pull the saw up and 
Emil would stay at the bottom and pull the saw 
down. These logs and boards they either sold or 
traded to their neighbours. This way they managed 
to acquire a few cows, pigs, chickens and another 
team of horses. Some of these logs and boards are 
still in homes in this area. One such home was built 
for Philip Rattai by Emil and Gustuv. Rudolph 
Steinke now lives in this house built by his father
in-law and his brother-in-law. 

Though the Germans didn't amass a vast 
fortune or build any fancy monument they left 
behind a legacy of love and friendship with their 
neighbours. And they could never refuse to help 
anyone. If a neighbour's cow was ill or not milking, 
Emil would lend one of his cows to the friend until 
the cow was fresh again or they perhaps bought 
another one. Also horses, chickens, pigs or calves 
somehow always were given to helpa neighbour in 
need. If only a helping hand was needed, either 
haying, threshing, or cutting wood, no one was 
refused help. Even though Emil and most of his 
oldtime neighbours have passed on his memory still 
lingers on in their children. 

One old timer still left who still thinks of Emil 
with great affection is Mr. Julius Hintz. He called 
Emil uncle, even though he wasn't related to him. 
He recalls the old country with many tears as he 
blesses this great new country, Canada, for its gift 
of freedom and plenty. As does the family of Emil 
and Matilda, they thank their lucky stars that they 
were born in this great country. 

Thanks to: 
Mrs. Matilda German 
Mr. Rudolph German 

Mrs. Irene Szatkowski 
Mr. Julius Hintz 



Pioneer Life In The Brokenhead Valley 
1875-1975 

By: Bill Horodyski 

The Brokenhead valley lies about 35 miles 
northeast of Winnipeg. It stretches for a distance of 
21 miles along both sides of the Brokenhead River 
and is a mixed farming community that grows a 
variety of grains and vegetables. It has seldom seen a 
complete crop failure. In the early days, this valley 
was covered by large areas of heavy timber such as 
tamarac, spruce, poplar, elm and oak. In the 
northwest corner of Brokenhead Municipality are 
the Sandilands, covered mostly by jackpine. The 
northeast corner was a swamp with a heavy growth 
of small tamarac and spruce. The swamp has since 
been drained off and is now some of the best 
farmland in the country. Just a few miles north of 
Beausejour was a big marsh. There was no road 
leading from Beausejour north to Ladywood and 
Brokenhead. Therefore, the settlers had to carry 
flour and groceries on their backs. In time, a road 
was built. Since the ground was not very firm (only 
pea t to a depth of several feet), a bed of corduroy logs 
had to be laid down. Earth was then hauled onto this 
bed of logs to form a grade. This road was not too 
solid, and due to the sinking of the corduroy logs, it 
had to be rebuilt quite frequently. During wet 
weather, this road was quite impassable as the ruts 
would be axle deep. Many years later when the road 
was being rebuilt, some of this corduroy was 
uncovered and found to be in perfect preservation. 

While the west side of the Brokenhead River 
was settled by people from Ontario (all of Anglo
Saxon and Irish origin), other parts of the 
Brokenhead Valley were settled by people from 
Central Europe, Russia and Germany. They were 
mostly Ukrainians, Poles, Czechs and Germans. 
These people started to arrive about 1882 and 
continued until just prior to the First World War, 
with immigration resuming after the war. 

Why these people left their homeland to come 
to this country, which at best must have appeared 
wild and inhospitable with a harsh climate, flies and 
mosquitoes, is hard to visualize. Many of them were 
landless peasants and the desire to own their own 
piece of land must have been hard to resist. Any 
change was better than what they were leaving in 
Europe. They can thank Clifford Sifton and the 
Canadian Pacific Railway who had put on a vigorous 
drive in Europe for immigrants to settle in western 
Canada. The decision to immigrate was not an easy 
one. Many of them were coming with very little 
money. There was also a new language to be 
learned. 

Canada has gained much by accepting these 
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people. Each ethnic group has contributed 
something of its culture which has enriched this 
land. Although many were unschooled, their 
determination overcame all hardships and obsta
cles. The results are seen all over the country by the 
lands which they have developed, the homes they 
have built and the families they have raised. Manyof 
their children and grandchildren have become 
outstanding citizens. 

The beginnings for these people were very 
hard. The land which they settled on was 
unimproved, covered by heavy bush with not even 
the slightest bit of land cultivated for a family 
garden. Having no money to purchase lumber for 
their buildings, they used thematerialathand. They 
cut down trees and shaped them into logs with 
which they built their houses and barns. Usually, 
the barns were more comfortable than the houses. 
The reason for this was that the animals had to be 
well taken care of since the subsistence of the family 
depended so much on the cattle and horses. 

Since, in many cases, the income from the farm 
was not sufficient enough to feed the family, the 
men usually went out looking for employment 
elsewhere. Many of them got work on the railroad 
while others hired ou t to farmers west of Winnipeg 
or among the Mennonites in the Gretna and 
Morden areas. In the winter they cut cordwood 
which they bartered in Beausejour, Libau or 
Tyndall. Wood was cheap wi th poplar being sold for 
$1.50 to $2.00 per cord and oak and tamarac being 
sold for $3.00 per cord. A cord of wood measured 
four feet by four feet by eight feet or 128 cubic feet. 
It usually took from two to three days to cut and 
haul the wood to Beausejour. There were very few 
horses in the coun try, so oxen were used to draw the 
loads. These animals were very good workers, but 
very slow. In order to get to town with a load of 
wood, a very early start had to be made; usually a 
couple of hours before sunrise. When horses 
replaced the oxen, the duration of the trip was cutin 
half. 

The merchants who bought this wood had to 
store it to season and then sell it the following 
winter. The wood was shipped by railroad cars to 
Winnipeg fuel dealers. The merchant was very 
lucky if he got paid for the number of cords he 
shipped in a carload. There was always a difference 
of a cord or two between what he shipped and what 
the wood dealer claimed he unloaded; the difference 
being explained as 'shrinkage'. 

The Ontario people who headed west took 



homesteads on the prairies west of Winnipeg.lt was 
a simple matter to break the prairie. The Europeans 
settled in the heavily timbered country which was 
very hard to clear. In some ways the farmers in the 
bush country had an advantage over the prairie 
settlers. In poor crop years, they could always 
augment their income by selling wood or taking jobs 
with the paper mills. Those on the prairies had only 
the grain to fall back on. 

A good majority of the first buildings were 
built of logs which were cut on the spot. The spaces 
between the logs were either filled with moss or 
plastered with a clay and straw mix. The straw acted 
as a binder. The windows in these buildings were 
few. The reason for this was to conserve heat in the 
winter. When shingles were not available, straw 
thatch was used as that had been done in the old 
country. There were no basements as such but a 
dugout was made under the house with access to it 
through a trap door in the kitchen. Potatoes and 
vegetables were kept in these dugouts and because 
of constant humidity and cool temperatures owing 
to earth walls and floor, the vegetables kept well 
until spring. The walls of the houses were 
whitewashed with lime. 

The houses were heated either by a tin heater 
or a cast iron box stove. The tin heaters were cheap 
but unreliable. They had no brick lining and were 
fed from the top. The draft opening was at the 
bottom controlled by a baffle. These heaters were 
very dangerous as they had a tendency to explode if 
pressure was allowed to build up. Pressure was 
released by a vent at the top of the stove. If the vent 
was closed one could always expect trouble. When 
an explosion occurred the stove pipes flew all over 
the house, thus causing fires. The cast iron box 
stoves were safer as they had a front door through 
which the wood was fed. The top of the stove, being 
made of heavy cast could be used for cooking as well. 
Heating with furnaces in the basement came in 
much later when newer homes were built. These 
were wood furnaces. Many of them were made by 
Gus Stebbe, a Beausejour blacksmith. 

Water was available from wells dug to a depth 
of ten to thirty feet and cribbed with wood planking. 
Some farmers had drilled wells which in many cases 
proved to be artesian or flowing wells. There were a 
number of them in the Lydiatt and Glenfields areas, 
and in other areas as well. 

A well also served as a cooler where meat and 
milk products were kept during the summer for 
short periods of time. Meat and other perishables 
would be lowered down to the water in pails and 
suspended there while it was necessary. People who 
could not afford a cream separator also lowered 
their milk to separate the cream. This was done by 
putting milk into a tall creamer. This creamer had a 
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narrow window at the bottom measuring about one 
inch by six inches. By being emersed in the cold 
water for several hours, the cream would separate 
and rise to the top. The milk was then drained off 
leaving the cream to the last which was then drained 
into another container. The separation was not 
complete but it served the purpose. 

Water was drawn up either with a pump or, in 
most cases, a winch was used and the water pulled 
up with a pail. With the developmen t of septic fields, 
many farmers installed modern plumbing facilities 
in their homes. There is hardly a farm home now 
which does not have modern inside plumbing. 

Homes were lighted by kerosene lamps and 
lanterns. These did not give off a very good light by 
present standards, but were quite adequate in the 
early days. This type of lighting was succeeded by 
Coleman gasoline lamps which burned under air 
pressure. This was quite an improvement as these 
lamps gave off a very bright light. They were quite 
safe if properly looked after. 

The early homesteader was very poor and lived 
almost entirely off the land, buying the groceries 
with butter or eggs which he bartered in the store. 
Some bought their flour from the store but others 
hauled their wheat to Oakbank which had a flour 
mill. Oak bank is thirty miles from Ladywoodi a long 
trip for the horses. Later, a flour mill was opened in 
Beausejour at the corner of Pacific Avenue and 
Third Street. After it burned a mill was built by the 
Cretsinger Brothers. Another mill was also built by 
the Nemirovsky Brothers. These mills served the 
people for a number of years. 

Some of the people made their own breakfast 
cereal. It was a very primitive process but it worked 
very well. Some used an ordinary grain crusher but 
others used an old country grinder made up of two 
round flat stones about 18 inches in diameter. It was 
hand operated with the bottom stone stationary 
and the top stone turned by hand. Grain was spilled 
between the stones and with the top stone turning, 
the grain was crushed into a fine cereal. One ofthese 
.mills was used by the T olosko family of Sandhill in 
the early days. 

Settlers in the Brokenhead Valley suffered 
many hardships. Some began in October of 1897, 
the year of the big fire. After a very hot summer, a 
fire started in the vicinity of Tyndall, presumably 
due to the sparks that shot out of the C.P.R. train 
engine. This fire blazed eastward up to the 
Brokenhead River, cutting a swath approximately 
10 or 12 miles wide. Many homesteads burned, as 
well as much hay which had been stacked for the 
winter feed. Livestock was also lost. Mrs. Mathew 
Engel and her five children were found huddled 
together in the ashes of their home. They had all 
died. Dr.Henry Kawecki recalls that their family 



slept in the potato patch for two nights. 
Mrs.T.T.Wryzykowski and her three children 
barely escaped with their lives, as the fire had almost 
reached their door. Just before they tried to make 
their escape Leona, the oldest daugh ter, could not be 
found. After making a second search of the house 
she was found hiding under the bed. Mrs.E.A. 
Towle who lived south of the track, now St.Ouens, 
was on her knees praying when the wind 
miraculously changed and missed their house. 
Other settlers speak of running away from the fire 
along the road from Ladywood together with wild 
animals such as wolves and rabbits. The fire 
occurred during the first Agricultural Fair in 
Beausejour. Everyone left in a hurry to try and save 
their homesteads. 

It was only because of the generous help from 
the provincial government that the victims of the 
fire were able to survive the winter. 

The people of the Brokenhead Valley did not 
escape 'con-men' who preyed upon the unsuspect
ing. In some cases the newcomers bought land from 
unscrupulous land agents. After they had deve
loped the land and built their homes, they found tha t 
they could not get title for the land as it belonged to 
someone else. Consequently, the land had to be paid 
for again. Also, many a time, wood or hay permits 
were sold on 'Section 37' which does not exist. 

The year of 1912 was very wet owing to heavy 
rains. The crops were a complete loss except for 
those farmers who were able to cut a little grain with 
a scythe and carry it ou t to higher ground. Very little 
grain could be salvaged that way; hardly enough for 
next year's seed. However, 1915 was a year of 
bumper crops. In 1917, the crop was again 
completely lost due to heavy frosts. In 1917 and 
1918 another calamity struck in the form of a loss of 
much cattle because of 'blackleg' disease. This 
disease spread over much of the country. From 1922 
to 1935 it was either rust which completely 
destroyed the crops, heavy frost in 1924, ordrought 
which lasted from 1929to 1933. In 1932 therewasa 
large infestation of grasshoppers throughout 
Manitoba. Some preventative measures were taken 
by spreading poisoned bait, using bran and saw dust 
as a base. This was spread along the edge of the grain 
fields. It wasn't completely effective but it did help 
somewhat. It was dangerous to use, however, 
because of wandering cattle. There were many 
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cases of cattle being poisoned by eating the bait. 
Highways were very hazardous because they were 
made slippery from the crushing of the millions of 
grasshoppers. In some cases, railroad engines had to 
sand the rails in order to get traction. 

In 1974 there was very heavy flooding in the 
spring with the Brokenhead River attaining an 
average of one and a half miles in width. In 1973, 
1974 and 1975 foresttentcaterpillersappeared. The 
leaves of poplars were eaten off in a matter of days 
after their appearance. Everything looked fall like. 
The poplars grew another set of leaves, but they 
were only half the normal size. 

In the early days drainage work was done by 
horse power. This was tedious work and progress 
was very slow. However, about 1919 or 1920 a 
motorized machine was developed.to do drainage 
work in swamp land where it was difficult to work 
with horses. The machine was called the 'walking 
dredge' and was assembled on the Kososki property 
across the street west of the present Family Fare 
store. The completed machine was as big as a fair 
sized cottage and moved on tracks made of 'logs 
similar to present day caterpillar tracks. They were 
about five or six feet wide. The idea was taken from 
the war tanks introduced just prior to the end of the 
First World War. It took a lot of power to move this 
machine on firm ground. When it was taken to the 
farm now owned by Mr.Peter Koersvelt (two miles 
south of Beausejour), the machine bogged down. It 
was impossible to bring it back to Beausejour and 
therefore was dismantled there. Some of the tracks 
were left in the ground and are still there today. This 
was certainly not a success story as far as drainage 
work was concerned but it did give the local school 
children much pleasure and an opportunity to play 
'hooky' while watching this monster being built. 

One of the most significant memories of the 
past hundred years was that of the great spirit of 
helping one another. When a new settler arrived the 
neighbours all banded together and helped him 
erect his first home. In times of trouble and illness 
friends lost no time in offering help. Tales are told of 
how homes were destroyed by fire, and in a few days 
neighbours would have replaced them with new log 
dwellings. There were no such things as groups or 
'cliques'. It was one big family, with everyone taking 
part in picnics, Christmas concerts and home 
parties. 
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Joseph Shaw's Pioneer Impressions 
of Beausejour 

By: Joseph Shaw, Jr. 

My first impressions of Manitoba. to 
say the least. were poor. Arriving on the 
3rd day of May 1884. Winnipeg Main 
Street. from the C.P.R. station. was lined on 
either side with small stores and was axle
deep in mud. several wagons being stuck 
in it. 

The Shaw family. before leaving Eng
land. had decided to take up land. Our 
family consisted of father. mother. my 
brother Will and his wife and two children. 
brother Harry. four sisters and myself. Two 
others sisters came a year later. We found 
that section 20. Township 14 and Range 8 
East was vacant so we filed on same. 
Father. brothers W. R.. and Harry and 
myself. each took a quarter section. My 
father and W. R. were the first to go. They 
went by train to East Selkirk then by 
Rowley trail. Their object in going was to 
make hay. This they did by cutting the 
grass with a scythe. stacking it when dry. 
and carrying it on a kind of hand barrow 
made with two poplar poles with short 
ones across. I had been working as a stone 
cutter but the job being finished I decided 
to go and help them make the hay. One 
night I was looking at a Land Titles Office 
map and saw that by going by train to 
Beausejour I should have only about twelve 
miles to walk. while the other way from 
East Selkirk was over eighteen miles. On 
arriving at Beausejour the first man I saw 
was Mr. Walter Jones (who afterwards 
became my brother-in-law). I told him 
what I intended to do and his answer was 
that there was no trail from Beausejour 
north. nor any other way. and he advised 
me to go back to East Selkirk as there was a 
kind of a road from there. and as he saw 
that his advice did not change my idea of 
going he told me of the dangers as there 
were all kinds of wild animals and that I 
would get lost. He told me of two men that 
had been lost for ten days and had lived on 
berries. Still I decided to go. I went with 
him to Messrs. Cowan and Smith ranch on 
the banks of the Brokenhead River. about 
three miles from Beausejour. They made 
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me welcome. The next two days it rained. 
more or less. all the time. The third 
morning was bright and fair. Mr. Cowan 
told me that it would be better for me to go 
back to Selkirk and take that road. But if I 
did not think so he would send one of his 
men. a Mr. Dennett. to the north boundary 
of their land, the south-east corner of 
Section 18. Township 13 and Range 8. East. 
My guide took a fancy to my gun so I sold it 
to him. and with a little food. a pocket 
compass and a small axe. and with a 
feeling that I ought to go back. I started my 
journey alone in the woods. The only 
animal I saw was a moose. The line I was 
following had been marked out a year or so 
before by an Indian named" Jack". I found 
the marks very hard to follow but with the 
aid of my compass I was able to find some 
of them. I made new ones as I went along 
so that I could retrace my steps if I found I 
had to. I arrived at our homestead and 
found where my father and brother W.R. 
had cut grass. and from there I found 
a foot trail going north. and on following 
that I got to Mr.E.A.Dugard·s homestead. 
the first. and at that time. the only settler in 
that district. He was away from home. Mrs. 
Dugard. the only one home. told me that 
my father and brother had gone that morning 
to Winnipeg by way of East Selkirk. The 
next few days were to me wonderful. 
Everything was so strange and new. The 
nearest person. with the exception of Mrs. 
Dugard. was about ten miles away. I saw 
flocks of wild pidgeons and partridges. 
One morning I was surprised to meet a new 
settler. a Mr. Saunders. looking for a home
stead. I told him the way I came in and that 
I was going back the same way. He. having 
found his homestead. decided to go back 
to Winnipeg with me. so the next morning 
after the wet night we started. I wore only 
every-day clothes. He was wearing a 
slicker hat and coat. with thigh rubber 
boots. After going through the first bush I 
was really wet. Of course he was dry when 
we 'got to Beaver Dam Creek. I found that 
owing to the heavy rains it was much larger 



than when I had crossed it some ten days 
before. The tree I had cut down for a bridge 
was washed away. so we cut down one of 
the largest poplar trees we could find. I 
was the first to cross. and on making a 
jump I found that it was only knee-deep. 
Mr. Saunders followed with a long pole to 
balance himself. When he got to the end of 
the tree he jumped about a foot from where 
I was standing. but that foot made all the 
difference as he fell into the bed of the 
creek. only his head above the water. After 
he got out he was more wet than 1. 
Somehow he blamed me for his immersion. 
and for the next few miles he was silent. 
Then I heard him say with a sigh of relief 
"Thank Goodness". and I looking up saw 
the chimneys of the old section house. 
The section foreman's wife was very good 
to us and lent us dry clothes. Just as we 
had got them on. Mr.J.L.Turner. who was 
the station agent then. told us a train for 
Winnipeg was coming. but before we could 
gather up our wet things the train had 
gone. We had to wait at Beausejour three 
nights and two days owing to bridges 
having been washed away. My father and 
brothers had returned by way of East 
Selkirk to put the walls of our first home up 
so I missed them again. Soon after I got 
back to Winnipeg the house we were living 
in was burned down and almost everything 
we had was destroyed. 

Sometime in November we all went 
to the homestead. taking with us twenty 
sacks of flour. tea. sugar. one door. two 
windows. tools. etc. The first night we 
made a fire outside. and with boxes we 
made a kind of windbreak to keep us from 
freezing as it was below zero. The next day 
we put a flat roof in the house using poplar 
poles covering same with spruce branches. 
chinking up the logs with moss. Then by 
fixing up three stoves and taking turns 
firing we passed not too bad a night. Every 
day following we made some improvement 
and built a log stable for our two cows. Our 
next trouble was that as soon as the spruce 
branches got dry the needles fell into our 
food. To overCome this we cut some 
spruce logs into lumber by means of a 
whip-saw. Two of us were able to cut about 
100 feet a day. We soon had a roof and 
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floor. This was a great improvement. This 
primitive way of cutting timber was soon 
changed as we found a company and got 
an engine and saw-mill. This gave us 
cheap lumber. The first thing to play out 
was coal oil. Then we tried any kind of fat 
we could get and placed it on a plate with a 
small piece of rag for a wick. but the best 
you could say about this system of lighting 
is that it was better than nothing. 

One morning I started to Beausejour 
with two empty gallon cans to try and get 
some oil. On arriving there I found that the 
only oil was a barrel owned by Messrs. 
Cowan and Smith. so I walked to their 
place and they sent a man back with me 
who filled my two cans with coal oil. I 
started back plowing my way through the 
almost trackless snow. with a can in each 
hand. By the time I got to where the 
Ladywood School is now I was very tired 
and had a great longing to sit down and 
rest. but had I done so I should not now be 
writing this as I should have frozen. How I 
got over the balance of the journey. some 
three miles. I do not know. My brother told 
me the next morning that I stumbled up 
against the door about twelve o'clock. 
almost asleep. It sure was some trip but it 
was worth it as we got many hours of good 
light. 

For meat the first winter we caught 
rabbits. The first thing to give out, in the 
way of food. was sugar. We got so used to 
going without it that none of our family 
takes sugar with tea or coffee. The official 
operators at the opening of the saw-mill 
were four Annies - Mrs. Annie Dugard. 
Miss Annie Sidebottom. my sister Annie 
and my wife. also Annie. I still have one of 
the first boards that was cut from the oak 
log at that ceremony. We soon had within 
a radius of three miles enough children of 
school age to be able to form a school 
district. The first school built was Broken
head. the next one. Ladywood. The first 
spring we had no road to Beausejour so the 
only way was to use the river. and by 
making a raft of logs we freighted four 
sacks of potatoes. mostly for seed. We 
made a new raft every time we got to a jam 
and this trip took four days. The next year 
we began to make trips by road. It usually 



took three days, and 300 or 400 pounds 
was a good load for a team. One of those 
trips made by my brother W.R. and Mr. 
James Hodkin, I think, took four days. 
They landed home with about 200 pounds 
of food. 

By way of social life we had the 
Brokenhead Mutual Improvement Society. 
We met once a week during the winter 
months in the Brokenhead school. after
wards taking it week about in the Lady
wood school. We had debating, sing-song 
and dancing, the orchestra consisted of 
Mr. Chas. Mitchell and his fiddle. We sure 
had real fun those days. We did not have to 
lay awake nights thinking what we should 
wear. I cannot describe the ladies' dresses 
but I can say that more was worn then than 
now. The men's full dress suit consisted of 
a pair of overalls, mackinaw coat. knitted 
toque, lumber men's socks and mocassins. 
Nobody tried to appear better than the 
other fellow. Those days were worth living. 

Our first Municipal election was held 
in a house on the Red River, near East 
Selkirk. It was open voting. We were then 
in Ward 3 of the Municipality of StClements. 
All Brokenhead voters were present There 
were two councillors to elect. and Mr.E.A. 
Dugard and Mr. Philip Monkman were 
elected. Mr. Dugard was re-elected to the 
same ward many times until the Municipality 
of St Clements was divided into six wards. 
Then he was elected to Ward 4. The writer 
was elected to Ward S. Many things could 
be said about the early municipal affairs. 
One item that will show what at least one of 
the river councillors thought of the Broken
head district It was after a motion had 
been passed giving the writer power to 
have the washout filled in on the main road 
to Beausejour, and on putting in the account 
for a sum amounting to about $60.00 one 
of the councillors jumped up and said that 
the whole of Ward 5 was not worth that 
much. Some years after Brokenhead 
Municipality was formed out of old Ward 3 
of the St Clements Municipality. Mr. 
Dugard and the writer were elected for 
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many years to the new Municipality. The 
Town of Beausejour was formed out of the 
Municipality of Brokenhead, my brother 
W.R. being first mayor. 

In the fall of 1897 we had a real fire. 
It was during the fair week of the Broken
head Agricultural Society. A wide strip was 
burned from Beausejour to about 12 miles 
north. A large number of houses and the 
Ladywood school were burned down. I 
was at the fair with my family and on 
receiving reports that the fire which had 
been burning some days was getting danger
ous on account of high winds, I took my 
wife and family to the station and sent 
them by train to Winnipeg. On getting 
back to the fair grounds I found my brother 
W.R. and his daughter Fanny ready to try 
and get back home. My father decided to 
remain behind and bring back the cattle we 
had on exhibition. We had a good team of 
horses and were soon in the fire and 
smoke, keeping away from the woods. We 
got through the only real dangerous place 
which was through the woods at the Lady
wood school where there was no way of 
getting around these woods and the road 
was narrow. My brother held a heavy horse 
blanket between us and the windy side of 
the fire and by racing the horses we got 
safely through. The Thomas family consisting 
of mother, two daughters and three boys 
were not so fortunate as all got badly 
burned, and they lost one of their horses 
and the wagon. 

About a mile from our homestead a 
house was burning in which about seven 
people were burned to death. With this ex
ception' all the human burnt recovered. 
It was a great loss to the settlement The 
largest houses were Mr. James Hodkin's 
and the Thomas family's. On arriving 
home we set to work to save father's 
buildings and after a fight for two days we 
were safe. At one time we almost gave up 
hope and carried things out of the house to 
a piece of newly plowed land. My own 
home on the river bank went through the 
fire without being burned. 

Winnipeg, April 29/28 
Joseph Shaw Junior 



Pioneer Jewish Families in Beausejour 

Period of 
Family Name Occupation Residence 

Berger, Jake, Eddie, Sam Merchants and Hoteliers 1906-1907 
operated Maddin Hotel 

Pereles, Ben Merchant 1906-1920,1930 
Genaske, Harry Merchant 1907-1920,1950 
Pereles, Dave Merchant 1907-1917 
Ackerman, Harry Merchant 1909-1910 
Morosnick, Louis Lawyer 1911-1914 
Turteltop, Isaac Merchant 1911-1913 
Sommers, D. Farmer 1912-1913 
Lyons, Sarah School Teacher 1914-1915 
Silverstein, Harry Assistant Agent for C.P.R. 1915-1916 
Diner, Morris Hotelier (Beausejour Hotel) 1908-1909 ., 

Greenberg, A. Creamery 1919-1925 ,. 

Gutnick, Abe Miller 1920-1925 
Tatelman, Michael Garage Owner 1920-1926 
Levine, Samuel Merchant 1923-1926 
Nemirovsky, A. Merchant 1916-1926 
Ripp, J. Clerk 1926-1935 
Nemirovsky, Ben Merchant 1920-1935 
Jurasky, Louis Merchant 1925-1930 
Dubnov, Dr. I.S. Physician 1927-1944 
Omansky, Mrs. Merchant 1923-1935 
Shuster, H. Merchant 1920-1953 
Triller, Toby Druggist 1928-1935 
Claman, Dr. Ben Dentist 1927-1940 
Gorenstein, Meyer, Isaac Merchants and cattle buyers 1928-1945 

and David 
Keston Veterinarian 1925-1928 
Nozick Merchant 1908-1910 
Rifkin General Store in Ladywood 

"Shaw and Nozick" 
Keston, Miss Teacher 1926-1930 
Meltzer, I. Creamery, Flour mill, Locker 1926-1946 

Plant 
Girvitz, Samuel; Alex Merchants 1926-1934 
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Pioneer Life In Beausejour-Brokenhead 
lly:(;eorgeJloss 

The Ross family, along with several other 
families purchased land in Manitoba at the turn of 
the century for one dollar per acre. Most of the 
families were from Old Kildonan, north of Selkirk. 
The Ross homestead was on the boundary between 
two municipalities. 

George D.Ross Senior and his wife Elizabeth 
J.Miller were born at Cooks Creek in 1873 and 1875. 
They purchased acreage at Cloverleaf, Manitoba 
(known then as Norquay). That district was 
previously known as Klondike, probably after the 
1898 Gold Rush, as a member of the Carrigall family 
was included in the Trail of 1898. He never hit the 
jackpot. He later immigrated to Alaska, prospected 
there, retired and was buried in Bethel, Alaska in his 
early 90's. 

Cooks Creek was only 10 miles from the 
Klondike district. Horse and wagon were the main 
source of travel at this time. 

The first Ross home was a log house, as were 
most of the other buildings. The logs were obtained 
in the district. They were plastered with lime and 
sand between the logs inside and outside of the 
building. The floors and ceiling were of six inch 
shiplap. Doors and windows were the same as they 
are today. Most of the furniture was home made
tables, benches and some chairs. Cooking utensils 
were usually a cast iron frying pan, tea kettles and 
various sized large pots for boiling meat and 
vegetables. 

The homes were heated by cast iron cook 
stoves (or ranges) in the kitchen part, with cast iron 
or light metal heaters in the living quarters. In a two 
storey house stove pipes were put through the 
ceiling and walls to the bedrooms, to a brick chimney 
through the roof. 

Wood was used as there was plenty at that 
time. For lights coal oil lamps were used in the house 
and Ian terns in the barn. Water was obtained from a 
hand dug well, drawn with a pail and rope, until 
hand water pumps were obtained. 

People travelled to Winnipeg by team and 
wagon in summer and team and sleigh in early 
winter. They camped on the road overnight. These 
journeys took place several times a year, taking in 
grain and dressed beef or hogs and returning with 
flour, barrels of apples and cases of prunes and other 
dried fruit. 

Wild game was plentiful. Moose, deer and 
rabbits existed by the thousands. Prairie chickens or 
sharp tail grouse and partridges were also plentiful. 
Geese and ducks were seasonal during early spring, 
the geese migrating north and the ducks nesting in 
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the various pot holes and swamps. 
Wild fruit such as strawberries, raspberries, 

gooseberries, black currants, plums, cranberries 
and chokecherries were picked and preserved. 
These were kept, along with vegetables, in a dugout 
under the house during the winter months. In the 
summertime cream and milk was kept in a can 
lowered in the hand dug well. 

Groups of farmers slaughtered animals and 
divided them among themselves, as there was no 
way to keep the meat during the summer months. 
Several families had 40 gallon cast iron round 
containers on tripods of three poles. They were 
filled with water, heated by an open fire to a 
temperature tested by the blood of a hog, then 
transferred to a wooden barrel. This barrel was 
placed on an angle suitable for dipping the animal up 
and down until the bristles were conditioned for 
removal. The bristles were removed with a hog 
scrapper or knife. It was thenhoistedona scaffold to 
cool. In warm weather the procedure was to cut the 
hog in various cuts, as some portions were put in a 
smoke house, usually a small box built for the 
occasion. It was a metal container four feet by four 
feet. After a fire was started, sawdust was poured 
over the fire. This was left wi th the smoke pot going 
until the meat was cured. In later years there was 
chemical that was rubbed in the meat to cure and act 
as a preserva tive. The under part or belly of the hog 
was cut and cured in a barrel of salt and water. 

Many mothers were capable seamstresses 
who made most of their families' clothes. Bolts of 
cloth could be purchased from a regular peddlar 
who used to make the rounds twice yearly. 

Moccasins and mitts were made from moose 
and deer hides after tanning. Bed covers were made 
from patches of cloth, lined with cotton batting. 
Young male members wore mostly bib overalls, 
unless going to church or visiting. On special 
occasions knee length knickers were worn. 

Horses were used for riding or for pulling 
buggies, carts and wagons. 

The only church at that time was the Church 
of England at Cooks Creek; a distance of eigh t miles. 
Occasionally a travelling preacher passed along 
holding services in various homes. 

The first automobile in the district appeared 
around 1912; the Model T Ford. 

The branch line of the C.P.R. between 
Winnipeg and Molson was built about 1908. There 
were no roads, only bush trails. These trails are still 
noticeable between the old farm and Beausejour. 

The reading material consisted of the Free 



Press Prairie Farmer which was sent out weekly or 
monthly. 

Skating was done on ditches, which were 
flooded by hand from the well. In the early spring, 
after a sudden thaw, a freeze-up could give you 80 
acres of swamp to skate on. Skates at that time were 
manufactured with the blade rounded in the center. 
These were attached to regular shoes with clamps. 

School concerts in winter and two or three 
picnics a year in the summer were the extent of the 
community entertainment. 

Christmas Day was mostly a family affair. 
Visiting neighbours in the evening also took place, 
and then the evening chores. 

Home made lin aments made from turpentine 
and whites of eggs were used for sore muscles and 
various aches. Poultices were made with a slice of 
white bread with hot water poured on. The usual 
spring tonic of sulfur and molasses was used for all 
ailments. 

The country doctor travelled with horse and 
buggy. There were also mid-wives. Mumps, 
measels, chicken pox, head aches, etc. were the 
common diseases. 

The nearest store was in Winnipeg. Groceries 
were bought in barrels and cases. Dried apples, 
prunes, raisins, currants and peaches were paid for 
in cash with the sale of wheat or beef and hogs. 

The only post office was a farmhome until the 
railway came. Weekly service was from Winnipeg. 
People travelled many miles to pick up their mail. 

Trees and brush on the land had to be cleared 
before plowing. The larger trees were cut down 
with axes, the tree roots cut, and uprooted with a 
team of horses. 

Plowing was done with a large plow (brush 
breaker) drawn by four horses, with a man steering 
the plow. These plows turned a furrow of 
approximately 20 inches. It was thendisced, harrowed 
and ready for seeding. Grains grown included 
wheat, oats, barley and some flax on newly broken 
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land. Seeding was done with a 12 to 16 foot seeder 
drawn by four horses. 

The binding was done by a binder drawn by 
three or four horses. Sheaves were put in stooks, 
then in stacks ready for the thresher. Threshing 
was rarely completed until very late fall, as there 
were not many machines. 

The first machine for threshing, as remember
ed by George Ross Jr., was a small thresher powered 
by a turn table with small and large gears and driven 
by several lengths of steel rods coupled by universal 
joints to the thresher, with four teams of horses 
going round and round. 

The thresher (or separator as it was called) was 
set between the two stacks of grain. The sheaves 
were delivered from the stack to the separa tor table. 
The twine was cut and hand fed into the cylinder. 
There was no blower. The straw was elevated on a 
tread mill affair, and therefore the straw stack had 
to be built by hand. 

This machine was later equipped with a blower 
with a galvanized metal spout, along with a drive 
wheel attached to the cylinder, run by a portable gas 
burning International 12 horse engine. These 
machines were not mobile and had to be drawn from 
site to site by teams of horses. 

There was no growing of hay as wild hay was 
plentiful- mostly lowland or swamp hay. On high 
land there was a considerable amount of timothy 
and red top. 

Barns or sheds were built for horses, milking 
cows and hogs. The beef cattle were wintered under 
a cover built in the bush or straw stacks for shelter. 
Hay was fed to them daily. 

People did not move away from the district 
prior to 1914. During the early 1930's the younger 
people moved to live their own lives. On the farm 
you always had enough to eat. There were no real 
hardships in the district during the Depression. 
George Ross Sr. was councillor for his ward in the 
Municipality of Brokenhead. 



My Grandfathers and Grandmothers 
By: Don James 

When I was a boy, I had two grand
fathers and two grandmothers. That was 
just the right amount. More would have 
been redundant. 

My maternal grandparents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Peter Small, came all the way from 
Russia. They left that interesting place in 
July of 1900, because grandfather Small 
wanted to be a farmer, and was not allowed 
to own land under the Czar. He might rent, 
but not own. Every man wants to own a 
piece of his own earth while he is still alive 
and in a position to enjoy it. 

The Czar was not a bad man, recalled 
grandfather Small; but he lived in his fine 
palace, and he was removed and remote 
from the ordinary people of our planet, 
who have always constituted the majority. 
But he was out of touch with their reality. 
(There was also talk he was out of touch 
with his own.) This defect was to cost the 
unfortunate ruler dearly, and his entire 
family, with the possible exception of a 
daughter, the legendary Anastasia. 

Grandmother Small was a quiet com
posed lady, and she was famous for her 
bread baking. Never have I tasted bread so 
good! Better than cake. Such a talent is 
among the most useful. 

My paternal grandfather and grand
mother, Mr. and Mrs. W. A. James, were 
Americans up from Kansas. Grandfather 
James was a surveyor, and when, at the 
turn of the century, word trickled down to 
him that the C.P.R. was putting track through 
the west, he packed his bags, his bride, and 
came up here to see what was doing. 

The C.P.R. was at the time in the 
process of getting itself untracked, and 
grandfather easily got employment. He 
very quickly worked his way up the fledgling 
railway to become a noted engineer. I 
don't mean the kind of engineer that drives 
a locomotive, but rather, lays the track the 
locomotive runs on. 

Eventually, this quiet, intelligent, 
and gifted man was responsible for double 
tracking from Fort William to Kenora, 
through all that wilderness, over all that 
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muskeg, and then for much of the track 
construction in the opening, track-hungry 
west. 

Grandfather James's most famous 
engineering exploit was construction of 
the Connaught Tunnel in the Rocky Mount
ains. The tunnel was blasted through a 
solid mountain in the Selkirks, beginning 
at either end of the mountain simultaneously, 
and meeting in the middle, it was said, only 
inches out. Five miles long was this 
tunnel. the longest in the British Empire, 
say the history books. 

When not building railways and blast
ing tunnels, this unusual man loved to 
read, with the walls of his den stacked with 
books from floor to ceiling. He was 
especially fond of poetry, and could quote 
you Shakespeare by the yard. 

Grandmother James (Lizzie) did not, 
as far as I know, read Shakespeare, but she 
was a fine story teller in her own right. 
Born and raised in the Jesse James country, 
she had a wealth of fascinating story 
material. Her people, she claimed, actually 
knew the famous outlaws, Frank and Jesse, 
and they were thought by their neighbors 
to be God-fearing, decent folk, except that 
they had this weakness for robbing banks 
and trains and the occasional stage coach. 
But what the heck - times were hard and 
you had to work at what was available. 

I can still recall Grandmother James's 
impressions of a gun fight she witnessed as 
a young girl. "These two fellers were 
standing out there facing each other in the 
middle of the street," she twanged in her 
Kansas dialect, "and you could see at once 
they weren't up to no good. Well, they both 
went for their guns, after they'd done 
sneering at each other, and there was a 
great roar, and then you saw one of them 
sink to his knees with a sort of surprised 
look on his face, and he was holding his 
chest. and you could see the blood running 
out between his fingers, and then he just 
stretched out in the street like he was real 
tired, and that was the end of the poor 
feller. Some men hurried up and took him 



by his arms and legs and carried him 
away." 

"What happened to the other guy, 
grandmother?" 

"The other one? Well, he just walked 
back into the saloon as cool as you please 
to finish his game of card playing, or his 
drink, or whatever he'd been up to, and 
there was some chatter on the street comers 
for a few minutes. But nobody took too 
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much mind of it. Everybody just went back 
to whatever they'd been doing before the 
shooting." 

Grandfathers and grandmothers, paternal 
and maternal, thank you on both my 
ancestral sides for your strength, your 
courage, your tough frontier spirit, and for 
your hard work in laying the groundwork 
for our great country. 



History of the Town of Beausejour 
By Henry Colmer 

This is the official Town of Beausejour crest. 
The significance of the beaver is industriousness; 
the cross symbolizes faith; the sheaf of wheat means 
agriculture, the staff of life. The color blue 

symbolizes recreation; bronze means strength; 
brown refers to the warm earth. Green is for the 
forests; and white symbolizes purity. 

How Beausejour Got Its Name 

If you have ever been in an argument as to 
how Beausejour was named (and who hasn't?) the 
following letter received many years ago by the la te 
D.T. Fawcett from the man whose wife was 
responsible for the name, Beausejour, may put an 
end to all controversy. 

13 Spadina Road 
March 1st, 1929 
Toronto 4 

Dear Mr. Fawcett, 
I certainly was more than pleased"to 

receive your letter and newspaper, as well 
as the illustrated booklet and to thank you 
for all. 

I remember your name connected 
with Beausejour very distinctly and to 
prove this may I relate the following 
incident. 

Some year or more ago, I saw in 
some paper that Mrs. Henan came from 
Beausejour and had been teaching school 
there. So remembering the name "Faw-
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Many interesting incidents related in this old 
letter will probably be of special interest to some of 
the "old timers" who no doubt will recognize the 
names and dates mentioned. Newcomers, too, 
should find some interest in Beausejour's history: 

cett" I wrote her a letter to Kenora 
making some enquiries about the Town 
but never got any reply. No doubt she 
thought it rather impertinent for a 
stranger to address the wife of a Cabinet 
Minister. So that I am still wondering if 
she is a relation of yours. 

You certainly have been a long time 
resident of Beausejour and I am glad to 
notice, that at the opening of the Town 
Hall you figured so prominently. 

What a change has taken place in 
that neighborhood since I pitched my tent 
on "Stony Prairie", as we called it then, on 
24th June, 1875, and that was my 
headquarters until November 1877, 
when I was moved to Kalmar about 70 



miles east. "Stony Prairie" was named 
Burgoyne Station first, but when I 
brought my wife (a bride) from Winnipeg 
through swamps and mud in a buggy to 
Burgoyne on June 13th, 1877, she 
thought it such a relief to get there, and 
enter the first house ever built. After 
such a journey she thought it deserved a 
better name and christened it "Beause
jour" meaning "beautiful resting place". 
So it remained. Now she says, that being 
the first bride there, and admiring the 
illustrations of the town as it now is, she 
thinks the Town Council should donate 
to her a lot on which she might plant a 
house for a grandchild. 

Well, Mr. Fawcett, who I regard as a 
friend, I fancy you had a place on south 
side of railway about opposite the station 
house, but I am not sure about it. 
Freeman and Schold had a camp there 
about September I think. They were sub
contractors for Sifton, Ward & Co., and I 
think Mrs. Burke and daughter Emma 
were cooking for them. Do you remem
ber that? It may have been 1876 perhaps, 
but I am sure you will remember Bob 
Bullock who came there with a team of 
black horses and did scraper work on the 
railway. 

On 20th July, 1875, Campbell with 
wife and six little girls came along and 
stopped over night. He had a team of 
oxen, some cows, fowls, plough, scythes, 
etc., and next day moved down to the 
Brokenhead river, pitched his tent and 
next day ploughed a furrow in an open 
space, put in seed potatoes and turned the 
next furrow on top ofit; so on until he had 
about an acre planted, and took off agood 
crop in the fall, 400 bushels which the 
railway men bought readily. 

He put up quite a lot of marsh hay 
and I measured it for him in stacks when 
the contractors were buying it. 

Now I suppose Campbell's Tourist 
Camp is on his place. What became of 
him, and who of the family live there 
now? But I must say they were good 
neighbors, and very helpful, for they gave 
me and my couple of men milk and eggs 
and were glad to have surplus bacon and 
beans in exchange. 

The first telegraph wire reached 
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Beausejour July 14th, 1875, and the first 
paid message I sent myself for Dr. 
Hanson, to come and attend Mrs. 
Campbell at birth of seventh little girl. 

Of course most of the men about 
that time were connected with the 
railway construction and you would 
remember many of them. 

The second house was built for 
Thompson, Divisional Engineer, about 
500 feet west of mine and was used for 
the railway station for many years. 

Frank Palcher and Jerry Enright I 
can remember as having stopping places 
east of Beausejour. 

I passed over the C.P.R. to Van
couver in 1925 and saw the wonderful 
change along west of Kenora by daylight, 
swamps and hay marshes we used to 
wade through all turned into fine 
farmland. And to think that 55 years ago 
there wasn't a mile of railway beyond 
North Bay in Canada, nor a farmer in 
Manitoba (except a few along the Red 
River). My - if we could live another 50 
years what we could see, but I fancy you 
are not much younger than I (77) and we 
can hardly expect to live to be 127? 

There is a great deal I could write in 
recollections of those years, '75-'85 but 
it's getting near bedtime and I fancy you 
will be tired reading when you reach this 
far, and later on I may inflict another 
document on you, perhaps also a few 
sketches or snapshots of things about 
Selkirk and Kenora districts. 

As your postmaster was good 
enough to hand my letter over to you, 
perhaps he may be interested in reading 
this, although possibly too busy to bother 
with ancient history. 
Yours sincerely for old times, 
H.W.D. Armstrong 

"A rolling stone gathers no moss," they 
say. I left the Government in 1881, and 
joined the c.P.R. Company. Since then I 
have lived in every province in the 
Dominion except the Yukon. So I see the 
whole Dominion in my view, while you 
have remained a good steady citizen in 
one locality and helped to build up one 
prosperous community. - H.W.D.A. 



Beausejour Station. 

The Town of Beausejour was originally and 
simply described as 'Stony Prairie.' It was started 
on a hill on which it today stands. 

The first residence of this town was a log house 
built on the hill. It was occupied in the summer of 
1875 by Mr. H. Will Armstrong. Mr. Armstrong 
was the C.P.R. land Surveyor responsible for the 
selection of names of proposed railway stations. 

The real boom began in Beausejour in 1887. It 
was then that the C.P.R.line was finally completed 
through the town. Beausejour was now more than 
just a name on the C.P.R. map. 

Between the years 1890 and 1910 many 
settlers arrived. These were the Slavic people from 
Austria, Poland and Russia. In the early 1880's the 
Brokenhead area was settled by the English, Welsh, 
and Scottish people. These families had a very 
difficult time farming on a land that was much 
rougher than they were accustomed to. The Slavic 
people arrived in time to take over the farms and let 
the Anglo-Saxons start the Town of Beausejour. 

A 1918 surveyors map by D.A. Ross and 
Company shows the land around Beausejour being 
owned by the Hobans, Shaws, Blacks, Bethels, 
Drysdales and Dugards. 

The farms prospered and the Town grew. In 
1881 the first store was built in Beausejour by a Mr. 
T.S. Gray. This was located on the present site of the 
fire hall. Between then and its incorporation as a 
village, many businesses came into being. The 
Shaws, Turners and Maddins all opened general 
stores. The real boom happened in 1906 when 
under the direction of J. Kielbach, the Manitoba 
Glass Manufacturing Company was opened. 

This new industry and business increased the 
population and the people saw the need for a school. 
The first school was a "little Red School" at the 
corner, one mile east of Beausejour. The first 
teacher was Mrs. A. Howland. 
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With such an influx of citizens some type of 
organization was needed. In 1908, the community 
was incorporated as a village. The first village 
council consisted of T. T. Wyrzykowski, W.R. Shaw, 
Wm. Bachman, E.A. Keilbach, and M.J. Hoban. 
Later, in 1912, Beausejour was incorporated as a 
Town, encompassing 640 acres. The first mayor 
was Wm. Bachman and the councillors were Joe 
Shaw, Marian Myslicki, John Watson and Wm. 
Bethel. 

Picture of the first town council, 1912. Standing: John Watson, 
Wm. Bethel. Seated: Joe Shaw, Wm. Bachmann, mayor, 
Marian Myslicki. 

The Town grew, business flourished, and 
progress came in to Beausejour. The first telephone 
company in Beausejour was the Bell Telephone in 
1906. They had 30 subscribers. Mr. Samuel Turner 
was the agent at that time. Manitoba Telephone 
System took over on January IS, 1908, and D.C. 
Maddox took over the agency in 1910. He had his 
shop in the Drug Store. The early operators were 
Edith Mackie (1910-1913) and Nettie Laurie (1913-
1915). People still remember the easy two or three 
digit phone numbers; Royal Bank 19, Town Hall 3 
and Wyrzykowski's Store 14. Another modern 
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convenience - electricity - came to Beausejour in 
1915. The electrical system was fully owned by the 
Town, and the power was supplied by Winnipeg 
City Hydro. The advent of automobiles also proved 
that Beausejour was a progressive town in 
Manitoba. 

The document listed below is the assessment 
roll for the Town of Beausejour for the year 1911. 

As the population grew so did the businesses. Places 
like Tatleman's garage, Bethel's Livery, Dugard's 
Lumber and countless other stores came into being. 
In 1928 Alsip Brick, Tile and Lumber Company 
bought the sand pit from the Town for $6700.00. 
With this money the Town constructed the first 
Town Hall on 639 Park Avenue, the same site as it 
sits on today. 

The Assessment Rollfor the Village of Beausejour -1912 

Fred Litke Labourer E. Smelquist CPR Foreman C Black 
Stanley Kanorosky Blacksmith A. Basarabowiez Farmer Wm. Charsky Labourer 
John Fogelgesang Labourer John Vass H. Wenzel Labourer 
Andrew Mayer Labourer John Vass Farmer AugWerch Labourer 
John Navrosky Labourer Jos Laurie CPR Foreman Dan Fralich Labourer 
Lawrence Cewe Julius Kaliss Labourer Julius Schark Labourer 
Miss A. Deakin Henry Block Labourer Gus Riedle Labourer 
Gottlieb Brown Butcher Robert Deakin Foreman Donais 
Thomas Deakin Chief of Police Gustav Wanke Labourer John Blaskof Labourer 
Sam Bethel Sr. Retired Karl Keitzer Labourer Fred Kapitan Labourer 
J. Lacasse Hotel Proprietor Nyjedly Labourer Geo Stamkosky Labourer 
Anton Tesluck Jos Shaw Jr. John Ilchenski 
William Laurie George Watkins Labourer Mrs. John Ilchenski 
G.M. Huntley Agent Mrs. W.R. Shaw Mike Lysok Foreman 
J.L. Turner Gentleman Mrs. Wm. Bethel Geo Oklito Labourer 
J.S. Hugh Banker Gustav Langer Carpenter Chas Kamenski Farmer 
Wm. Bachmann Ludwig Gretzinger Blacksmith Kashmer Machorek Labourer 
Edward Thomas Farmer Mrs. Wm. Bachmann Mayoress Mikolas Michoneck Labourer 
GeoBoraiko Merchant John Deakin Caretaker John Gunshorek Labourer 
Jacob Osczacuk Labourer Walter Brandt Labourer Michael Stepanick Labourer 
Eva Rasmus Mrs. Kosenka Peter Struss Labourer 
Carl Molason Joseph Baran Labourer Wm. Johnston Labourer 
Joseph Regula Farmer George Ladson Labourer Mrs. A. Nelson 
Jos Zabornak Labourer Andrew Baran Labourer Wm. Greening Labourer 
Gustav Bohn Hay Dealer Peter Werhun Labourer Worlek Englot Labourer 
M.J. Hoban Secretary-Treasurer Mrs. Taets Adolph Greening Labourer 
Mike Jancowski Labourer MikeBlek Labourer Powell Chrisensky Labourer 
Emil Ekert Labourer Julius Blaugh Labourer Wm. Stickler Labourer 
Adolph Mantin Carpenter Wm. Kopinski Jos Winicki Labourer 
Mrs. CE. Coke Mike Sikora Labourer Jack Winicki Labourer 
Frank Chomcawitch Labourer R.W.Shaw Farmer Alfred Pitt Labourer 
Mike Bouhka Labourer L. Lang Labourer TheoRadons Labourer 
Nicola Sioboden Labourer Julius Langer Labourer Ernest Drevlo Labourer 
Ed Dearke Labourer Pete Bunkoski Labourer Gottlieb Tralenberg Labourer 
Samuel Turner Post-Master Adam Wenzowski Glass Blower Edward Restau Labourer 
T.T. Wyrzykowski Merchant J. Termoski Labourer Mrs. Annie Shaw 
Mrs. M. Klingbeil Merchant K. Langer Labourer Wm.Bethel 
Gustav Braun Blacksmith Martin Ekert Labourer Frank Clayton 
Jos. Drysdale Farmer Gottlieb Schmidt Labourer Robert Bethel Hotel Proprietor 

: 

D.A. Maddin Merchant Fred Reil Farmer Wm. Bethel Bowling Alley Proprietor . 
Dave Pereles Merchant Jos Trojanoski Fred Lantz 
Harry Jenasky Merchant Herman Litke Labourer Mrs. Amelia Lentz 
E. Jones Real Estate Jos Veneski Herman Kaatz Butcher 
BenPereles Merchant August Klinner Labourer Mrs. E. Kaatz 
D.S. Gray G.R. Scruton Merchant Mrs. Francis Hicks 
Dr. CE. Coke Doctor Chas Mitchell Engineer H.D.Shaw Merchant 
Wm. Wesluck Farmer T ofel Dreger Labourer Luie Lentz 
H. Chas. Howland Blacksmith GeoHerda Labourer Ferdinand Olenberg 
Jos. Specht Carpenter Fred Gretzinger Labourer August Guderian 
Mike Michasson Labourer W.Herda Labourer Julius Sawatzki 
A. Olenieziuk Foreman Leon Shade Labourer Dan Wurster 
H.J. Howland Boarding House AdolphObie Mrs. Minnie Knaws 
Frank Palacek Merchant Steve Rudokewiz Tailor August Shingle 
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Mrs. Marcella Gorezka B.K. Apaschuak Labourer John Toprotyki Labourer 
W. Pleniezuk John Bucman Anton Ladinski Labourer 
Rev. Jacob Knapp Wassil Stelmach Labourer Wasil Rowmel 
J.L. Turner Gentleman John Burkiwski Labourer Nicholas Serdenski Labourer 
Wm.Maddin Merchant Adolph Olenburg Labourer John Nedejedly Merchant 
Jno Koziar Labourer Steve Kobaco Labourer Pete Moneta Labourer 
R.S. Beatty Real Estate Peter Zdyrok Joseph Gugal Labourer 
GeoGreen Edward Reenotowsky Labourer Martin Shaop Labourer 
W.B.K. MacRury Accountant S. Dukuf Labourer Woitak Bukosky Labourer 
Mrs. W.B.K. MacRury A. Frankowski Labourer Nykolas Struch Labourer 
Max Brandt Farmer M. Zilke Farmer Albert Lasota Labourer 
G.E. Fergusson Frank Powell Clerk Father Polowski R.C Priest 
Peter Schmidt Labourer Gervase Jones Engineer Miss Mary Klemech Dressmaker 
Donald Yanke Labourer Mat Denes Labourer Robert Watson 
Alex Stokil Miss E. Thompson Piano Teacher John Watson Foreman 
Kitty Soroko Anton Knebeider Labourer Edward Keilbach 
Julius Nayman Labourer W.R.Shaw Gentleman Joseph Keilbach Farmer 
Fred Steinke Labourer Wm. Shaw Jr. Farmer E.J. Aston 
Aug Krantz Labourer Wm. Bachmann Mayor D.C Maddox Druggist 
Fred Ott Labourer Andrew Broza Labourer John Fireback Labourer 
Adolph Bickler Taylor & MacAlphin Barristers John Yamish Labourer 
John Kriger Labourer Wm.Black Mike Boizilkewiez Bootmaker 
Ludwig Dreger Farmer Jos Katinski Labourer Jos Pirozrek Farmer 
Mrs. M. Mrass Nicholas Bratkwiecz Labourer E.A. Dugard Farmer 
Ignace Buyarski Mrs. Basarabowiez Mrs. E.A. Dugard 
Stephen Ptasynek Labourer Bethel Brothers Livery Fred Dugard 
B. Kinzisviki Labourer Mrs. Wm. Kaatz Harold Dugard 
Mike Pechota Labourer John Hicks Farmer T. Kupezynski Labourer 
Zig Ehinger Frank Jurewiez Labourer Max Braultt 
Jos Gugal Thos Erdenski Labourer Thos Rajoski 
Anna Otasznek John Budney Labourer 
Peter Keish Labourer John Budney Labourer 

Business Directory jor 1912 

T.T. Wyrzykowski Merchant 
B. Pereles Merchant 
Canadian Northern Bank of Canada 
Maddin and Sons Merchants 
G.R. Scruton Lumber and Hardware 

Massey Harris Implements 
G. Boraiko 
Jos Shaw Junior 

Watson and Lewis 
J.D. Crawford 
H.D.Shaw 
S. Konoroski 
Luie Gretzinger 

Merchants 

Merchant 
Dealer in Machinery and 

Implements 
Real Estate 
Attorney 
Merchant 
Blacksmith 
Blacksmith 
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Ed Brown 
H.J. Howland 
CE.Coke 
D.CMaddox 
Sam Turner 
J.Jones 
Griggs 
I. Terkeltop 
H.J. Howland 
Gus Brown 
E.Jones 
Grain Elevator Company 
Harold Dugard 
G. Huntley 
Shave 

Blacksmith 
Blacksmith 
Doctor 
Druggist 
Post Office 
Crushing Mill 
Tinsmith 
Merchant 
Boarding House 
Crushing Mill 
Real Estate 

Dealer in Implements 
Harnessmaker 
Bake Shop 
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Beausejour Town Hall. 

The Town Council in 1928 passed By-Law No. 
156 authorizing the first payment of indemnities to 
Mayor and Councillors; a payment of $5.00 per 
meeting. 

The council also began to become aware of the 
health and safety of its residents. In 1932 the Town 
Council passed By-Law 197, being the first levy for 
the purchase of fire fighting protection equipment. 

As the Town grew, so did the businesses and 
services. In 1937 the first federal Post Office was 
built on the corner of Third and Park. The first 
Postmaster was J.W. Laurie. Prior to this the local 
gathering place was by the train station, in a log 
cabin, and the postmaster was F. Schooley. 

Beausejour was a progressive little Town in 
those early years. In 1941 By-Law 276 was passed 
providing for the control and regulation of 
vehicular traffic in the Town of Beausejour. 

Park Avenue, 1940's. 
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Law enforcement was a big issue in small 
prairie towns. Beausejour had, prior to 1942, a local 
town constable by the name of Thomas Deakin. 

Constable Tom Deakin, capturing two desperados, assisted by 
two other town citizens. 

In 1942 the Town of Beausejour, Province of 
Manitoba and the Dominion of Canada agreed to 
R.eM.p. police protection for the Town of 
Beausejour on a five year contract basis, 
commencing June 1 of that year. 

Recreation was also on the minds of those early 
Beausejour citizens. In 1948 the town constructed a 
new skating rink on the corner of Ashton and 
Second. The Beausejour Curling Rink was 
constructed in 1957. 

The Town itself progressed like any other 
small town. In 1948 it established a nuisance 
ground, in 1950-51 the Beausejour District Hospital 
was built and in 1951 the Beausejour Elementary 
School was built. 
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Hydro-electricity started coming into Beause
jour in 1915; first by way of Winnipeg City and then 
Manitoba Hydro. In 1957 the Manitoba Power 
Commission took over all electrical systems in the 
province. In this year the Town also established a 
water and sewer system. 

The town grew and industries came and went. 
In 1964 Monarch Wear of Canada established and 
constructed a clothing manufacturing plant in the 
town at 917 Park Avenue. 

1964 was also an important year. It was in this 
year that Manitoba Hydro installed the Million 
Dollar Mile. This mile consisted of new lighting 
fixtures to run down Park Avenue. 

In 1965 the Town of Beausejour entered into 
an agreement with the Rural Municipality of 
Brokenhead for joint usage of the fire fighting 
equipment. It was in this year tha t the Town and the 
R.M. also joined with the Agricultural Society and 
purchased certain lands establishing a public park. 
This park is named the Beausejour-Brokenhead 
Centennial Park. 

In 1966 another industry established itself in 
Beausejour. On January I, 1966, Polaris Industries 
of Canada purchased the former Eastern Sales 
building, and established a snowmobile manu
facturing plant. 

In 1967 the Town established garbage pick-up 
for its residents. It was in the following year that the 
Town established a regulation restricting the 
burning of garbage and combustion rna terials in the 
Town. This year was also the centennial of the 
Dominion. To celebrate the occasion a large 
birthday cake was made. 
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Steve Lucko, Fred Klym (M.L.A. at the time) Brokenhead 
Reeve, John Lashek and Caroline Golembioski who baked the 
"Centennial Cake." 

In 1968 the Province of Manitoba constructed 
a Home for Boys in Beausejour. It was also in this 
year that the town entered into agreement with the 
East-Man Regional Development Inc. 

In 1970 the Town of Beausejour bought lands 
from William Kanarowski, for the purpose of a fire 
hall. 

The welfare of the town's seniors was also 
important at this time. In 1969 the Beausejour Lions 
Lodge Inc. constructed an 18-unit Senior Citizen 
home on first street. In 1972 the province of 
Manitoba constructed a 16-unit senior citizens 
home on Fourth Street north. It was officially 
named the Twin Maples. In 1973 East-Gate Lodge 
Inc. constructed a Personal Care home in 
Beausejour. 

The Provincial Government also took an 
increased interest in the Town of Beausejour 
around this time. In 1974 the provincial govern
ment constructed a new proVincial office building 
on the corner of Park and First Street. It was also in 
this year that the province built the new 
Department of Highways garage Complex on the 
corner of James Avenue east and P.R. #302. The 
following year the province constructed a new 22-
unit Senior Citizens Home, officially named 
Armstrong Manor. 

In 1976, land was set aside in the Centennial 
Park for the establishment of a historical park. 
This park was to be under the direction of the 
Brokenhead-Beausejour Historical Society. Re
creation was not left out of the development of the 
town. In 1979 the Brokenhead River Recreation 
District Commission was established. The partici
pating bodies were the Town of Beausejour, R.M. of 
Brokenhead, Village of Grason, Agassiz School 
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This map was drawn up in 1928 and shows all businesses operating in Beausejour at this time. In 1934 the Beausejour Council passed the 
By-Law regarding streets and avenues. In this year they also introduced regulations regarding dog control and licensing. 
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Division No. 13, and they employed the first 
recreation director for the area. 

The Town was not only growing in the 
amount of services offered and the industries and 
business, but also in actual size. The total acreage 
increased from the original 640 acres to 844.33 
acres. This increase was due to the HEW 
development addition, the Robisko Construction 
addition and the estate development annex. 

One of the latest developments in Beausejour, 
is the establishment of the Public Regional Library. 

Lions Lodge. 

Armstrong Manor. 
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The library is located in the Edward Schreyer Senior 
School, and administered by the Town, R.M. of 
Brokenhead, and the Village of Garson. It was 
officially opened in November of 1981. 

The Town of Beausejour has survived a good 
70 years. We have seen businesses, people, and 
traditions come and go. If the past is any indication 
of the future, the Town of Beausejour will prosper 
and grow, and be remembered fondly as the "Good 
Place to Stop." 

Twin Maples. 

Government Office. 



Beausejour Baptist Church. Beausejour District Hospital. 

Inside Masonic Lodge. 

Outside Mason Hall. 
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DATES 
Jan. 4/27 
Jan. 3/28 
Jan. 3/29 
Jan. /30 
Jan. 7/31 
Jan. /32 
Jan. 8/33 
Jan. 2/34 
Jan. 2/35 
Jan. 7/36 
Jan. 5/37 
Jan. 4/38 
Jan. 3/39 
Jan. 2/40 
Jan. 2/41 
Jan. 6/42 
Jan. 5/43 
Jan. /44 
Jan. /45 
Jan. 2/46 
Jan. 7/47 
Jan. 6/48 
Jan. 4/49 
Jan. 3/50 
Jan. 2/51 
Jan. 2/52 

Mayors oj the Town oj Beausejour 

Mayor from 1912 

William Bachman 
1912-1914 

George M. Huntley 
1915-1918 

John Watson 
1917-1918 

H.H. Howland 
1919 

John Watson 
1920 

Joseph Kielbach, Sr. 
1921 

E.A. Dugard 
1922 

Robert Hayes 
1923-1925 

H.H. Mitchell, Sr. 
1926 

Alexander Waddell 
1927-1930 

H.A. Dugard 
1931 

MAYORS 
Alexander Waddell George Huntley 
Alexander Waddell George Huntley 
Alexander Waddell George Huntley 
Alexander Waddell George Huntley 
Harold A. Dugard Anton Tony 
Alexander Waddell Anton Tony 
Robert Hayes Anton Tony 
Alexander Waddell Anton Tony 
Alexander Waddell Anton Tony 
Alexander Waddell Anton Tony 
Alexander Waddell Anton Tony 
William Bethel Anton Tony 
Harold E. Drysdale Joseph Kaszowski 
David Bethel Joseph Kaszowski 
David Bethel Thomas Horodyski 
David Bethel Thomas Horodyski 
David Bethel Thomas Horodyski 
David Bethel Thomas Horodyski 
David Bethel Leo Szajewski 
L.J. Pulfer Leo Szajewski 
L.J. Pulfer Herman Fenning 
L.J. Pulfer Herman Fenning 
L.J. Pulfer Herman Fenning 
Oscar Russell Herman Fenning 
Oscar Russell Herman Fenning 
Oscar Russell Herman Fenning 

Alexander Waddell 
1932 

Robert Hayes 
1933 

Alexander Waddell 
1934-1937 

William Bethel, Sr. 
1938 

Harold E. Drysdale 
1939 

David Bethel 
1940-1945 

L.J. Pulfer 
1945-1949 

Oscar Russell 
1950-1953 

Albert Larson 
1954-1965 

Stephen Ferens 
1966-1971 

E.O. Walterson 
1972-present 

COUNCILLORS 
Joseph Kanarowski Lewis Lentz 
Daniel Fawcett Lewis Lentz 
Daniel Fawcett Herman Fenning 
Daniel Fawcett Herman Fenning 
Daniel Fawcett Thomas Horodyski 
Daniel Fawcett Thomas Horodyski 
Daniel Fawcett Ed H. Gretzinger 
Daniel Fawcett Ed H. Gretzinger 
Daniel Fawcett Ernie H. Howland 
Thomas Horodyski Ernie H. Howland 
Thomas Horodyski Ernie H. Howland 
Thomas Horodyski Ernie H. Howland 
Thomas Horodyski Clarence Bethel 
Daniel Litke Clarence Bethel 
Daniel Litke Clarence Bethel 
J.J. Niedzweicki Clarence Bethel 
J.J. Niedzweicki Clarence Bethel 
Herman Fenning Clarence Bethel 
Herman Fenning Anton P. Wilgosh 
Albert Larson Anton P. Wilgosh 
Albert Larson Anton P. Wilgosh 
Frank Ehinger Anton P. Wilgosh 
Frank Ehinger Peter Kuchynski 
Michael J. Wolanin Peter Kuchynski 
Michael]. Wolanin Peter Kuchynski 
Michael J. Wolanin Peter Kychynski 
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Anton Tony 
Anton Tony 
Thomas Horodyski 
Gustav Schade 
Gustav Schade 
William Bethel 
William Bethel 
William Bethel 

',. 

" 
William Bethel 
William Bethel .. 

William Bethel 
Ed Gretzinger 
Ed Gretzinger 
Ed Gretzinger 
Ed Gretzinger 
John Wielgosh 
John Wielgosh 
Ervin Kaatz 
Ervin Kaatz 
Ervin Kaatz 
Ervin Kaatz 
Ervin Kaatz 
Ervin Kaatz 
Michael Kolkoski 
Michael Kolkoski 
Albert Neduzak 



Jan. 6/53 Oscar Russell Julius DeMarco MichaelJ. Wolanin Frank Wojcik Albert Neduzak 
Jan. 5/54 Albert Larson Julius DeMarco Sidney Meltzer Frank Wojcik Peter Kuchynski 
Jan. 4/55 Albert Larson Paul Duma Sidney Meltzer Frank Wojcik Peter Kuchynski 
Jan. 3/56 Albert Larson Paul Duma Sidney Meltzer Frank Wojcik Peter Kuchynski 
Jan. 2/57 Albert Larson Paul Duma Sidney Meltzer Frank Wojcik Peter Kuchynski 
Jan. 8/58 Albert Larson Paul Duma Sidney Meltzer Frank Wojcik Steve Kianski 
Jan. 6/59 Albert Larson Stanley Wilgosh Sidney Meltzer Frank Wojcik Steve Kianski 
Jan. 5/60 Albert Larson Stanley Wilgosh Sidney Meltzer Frank Wojcik Steve Kianski 
Jan. 3/61 Albert Larson Stanley Wilgosh Sidney Meltzer M.J. Wolanin Steve Kianski 

Jan. 2/62 Albert Larson Stanley Wilgosh Sidney Meltzer M.J. Wolanin Steve Kianski 

Jan. 2/63 Albert Larson William Horodyski Sidney Meltzer John Naaykens Steve Kianski 
Jan. 7/64 Albert Larson William Horodyski George Wilgosh John Naaykens Stephen Farens 

Jan. 5/65 Albert Larson Robert Jackson George Wilgosh John Naaykens Stephen Ferens 
Jan. /66 Stephen Ferens Robert Jackson George Wilgosh John Naaykens Steve Lucko 
Jan. /67 Stephen Ferens Paul Duma George Wilgosh Fred Martin Steve Lucko 

Jan. 2/68 Stephen Ferens Paul Duma Oscar Russell Fred Martin Alvin Tymko 

Jan. 7/69 Stephen Ferens Jos. Szajewski Oscar Russell Steve Kianski Alvin Tymko 
Jan. 6/70 Stephen Ferens Jos. Szajewski Fred Kraynyk Steve Kianski Steve Lucko 
Jan. 5/71 Stephen Ferens Jos. Szajewski Fred Kraynyk Steve Kianski Steve Lucko 
Nov. 10/71 Eyfi O. Walterson Jos. Szajewski Fred Kraynyk Steve Kianski Steve Lucko 
Nov. 8/72 Eyfi O. Waiterson Jos. Szajewski Fred Kraynyk Steve Kianski Steve Lucko 
Nov. 7/73 Eyfi O. Waiterson Jos. Szajewski Fred Kraynyk Steve Kianski Steve Lucko 
Nov. 6/74 Eyfi O. Walterson Jos. Szajewski Fred Kraynyk Steve Kianski Mike Woligroski 
Jan. 1/75 Eyfi O. Waiterson Jos. Szajewski Fred Kraynyk Steve Kianski Mike W oligroski 
Jan. 1/76 Eyfi O. Walterson Jos. Szajewski Fred Kraynyk Steve Kianski Mike Woligroski 
Jan. 2/77 Eyfi O. Waiterson Jos. Szajewski Fred Kraynyk Alf Hemminger E.J. Hafichuk 
Jan. /78 Eyfi Q. Walterson Jos. Szajewski Fred Kraynyk Alf Hemminger E.J. Hafichuk 
Jan. /79 Eyfi O. Walterson Jos. Szajewski Fred Kraynyk Alf Hemminger E.J. Hafichuk 
Jan. /80 Eyfi O. Walterson Jos. Szajewski Fred Kraynyk Alf Hemminger E.J. Hafichuk 
Jan. /81 Eyfi O. Walterson Michael Czuboka Fred Kraynyk Alf Hemminger Donald Mazur 
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1926 Town oj Beausejour Budget 

Total Assessable Property 
No record for exempt property assessment 
No record for business tax property assessment 
No record for equalized assessment 
No record for personal property assessment 

School Mill Rate Levy 
General municipal mill rate levy 

Total mill rate levy 

Total other revenues 
Total operating expenses 
Total school requirements 

1981 Town oj Beausejour Budget 

Total assessable property - Farm and Residential 
Total assessable property - Personal property 
Total assessable property - Business property 

School Mill Rate Levies: 
Farm and Residential mill rate levy 
Commercial and other mill rate levy 
General municipal mill rate levy 
Total mill rate levy for Farm and Residential 
Total mill rate levy for Commercial or other 

Revenues: 
Mill rate tax levy 
Grants-in-lieu 
Other Revenues 

Total Revenues 

Expendi tures: 
General Government Services 
Protective Services 
Transportation Services 
Environmental Health Services 
Public Health and Welfare Services 
Environmental Development Services 
Economic Development Services 
Fiscal Services 
Reserve for tax assets 
Reserve general fund 

Total expenditures 
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$306,770.00 

22.5 mills 
17.5 mills 
40.0 mills 

$ 1,974.50 
5,640.87 

12,564.27 

$6,711,110.00 
69,330.00 

342,990.00 

56.6 mills 
89.7 mills 
58.1 mills 

114.7 mills 
147.8 mills 

871,286.00 
99,364.00 

316,755.00 
1,287,405.00 

125,286.00 
153,300.00 
147,720.00 

32,000.00 
6,275.00 

12,000.00 
39,049.00 

763,762.00 
3,213.00 
3,000.00 

1,287,405.00 



5:15 

6:00 

6:05 

6:06 

6:07 

6:08 

6:15 

6:20 

6:21 

6:30 

6:35 

6:40 

6:50 

7:00 

7:15 

7:16 

7:30 

7:31 

7:32 

7:33 

7:34 

7:35 

7:36 

7:37 

7:40 

8:00 

8:01 

8:02 

8:05 

."" 8:07 

8:10 

8:25 

8:26 

8:28 

8:29 

8:29 

8:45 

8:45 

9:46 

9:46 

The Lighter Side of a Bureau Executive Meeting 

Secretary Childe arrives from Lac du Bonnet and reports everything O.K. down that way. 

Comes out of Beer Parlor meets Bob Watson, goes back to Beer Parlor. 

Coming out of Beer Parlor Bob and Bill meet President Hayes, Pres. looks happy: all three go back to Parlor. 

Watson and Childe go out of Parlor: nothing doing. 

Childe in dining room of Beausejour Hotel. 

Hayes in dining room of hotel, looks at Childe, goes in kitchen, waitress comes over to Childe and says 
nothing left. 

Hayes comes out of dining room and asks Childe if he has had supper. Childe says no. Hayes says, "Too 
bad, breakfast won't be until tomorrow morning. 

Nixon comes into hotel; nothing doing again. 

Doc Marquis arrives; asks how road is to Lac du Bonnet. Again nothing doing. 

Alf Gretzinger passes hotel and Beer Parlor. Goes right on. Alf must be sick tonight. 

Dave Shade goes by hotel. 

Dave Shade goes by hotel, again. 

Dave Shade passes again. 

No sign of Dave; guess he found. 

Hughie McKay arrives. 

Alex talking to McKay in Beer Parlor. 

Still talking. 

Arthur Hills arrives. 

Alex talking to McKay and Hills in Beer Parlor. 

Harry Cousins arrives in Beer Parlor. 

J. Sparman, H. Johnson meet McKay, Hills and Cousins. 

Childe goes in Beer Parlor, to tell gang the meeting is going to start right away. 

Arrival of rest of Executive. Childe goes in to tell the gang that meeting is starting at once. 

Childe goes in once more and tells the bunch to hustle up. Childe sits down. 

Everything okay. Hayes says "Where is the secretary?" Finds him in Beer Parlor with rest of gang. 

All come out together and trek over to the reception room. 

Hayes brings in box of cigars, and takes them out again. 

Meeting called to order also H. McKay, A. Mills, G. James and F. Small. Minutes oflast meeting read, 
correspondence gone into. Childe lays back in chair and goes to sleep. 

President Hayes starts to speak, all fall asleep. 

Hayes goes into barber shop and brings back razor and hone, and starts to sharpen razor. He has been doing 
this for years. Gang wakes up. 

H. McKay gives an address on "Fishing at Middlegate". 

Still talking. 

Arthur Hills announces that if any member has a clean handkerchief he will show them a trick. Nobody has 
one. No trick. 

Assembly stand in silence for two minutes in remembrance of G.H. Yule, who is shooting the bull at the 
Municipal Union Convention. 

G. Huntley complains of a toothache. 

Motion of condolence carried, extending deep sympathy with Mrs. Huntley. 

Bureau business real heavy stuff, reported elsewhere. 

Secretary wakes up. 

Rest of gang wakes up. 

President Hayes wakes up. 
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9:48 Hayes back to normal again. 

9:50 President Hayes addresses assembly on the thriftiness of the Scotch and its effect on the Manitoba Liquor 
Commission. 

10:20 President Hayes awakens Executive and asks H. McKay to give his ideas on "Horse Breeding." 

10:25 McKay still talking. 

10:30 Still talking. 

10:31 Huntley complains of toothache, veterinary said to be out of town, more condolence. 

10:32 H. Johnson asks if we are all through. Huntley supports Hills, asks if the Beer Parlor is still open. Chorus 
answers 'yes'. Motion made to adjourn. 

11:05 All silent around Beausejour Hotel. President Hayes asks Dutch if Childe got his sandwiches. Another 
day, but where is the dollar? 

- The Eastern Manitoba Record, December 14, 1928. 

Beausejour Collegiate: Graduating Seniors -1957 
Back row: E. Hladun, A. Tymko, C. Gussie, C. Galay, V. Galay, R. Struss, R. Jurewicz. Second row: R. Schroeder, C. Bukowski, W. 
Magura, E. Chorney, W. Hastman, D. Dumore, E. Zirk. Front row: J. Kindefora, L. Borsa, G. Kurbis, J. Urbanski, G. Urbanski, J. 
Yaremkewich. 
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It's You 
If you want to live in the kind of a town, 
Like the kind of a town you'd like; 
Don't pack your clothes in a grip 
And start on a long, long hike; 
Youl1 only find what you left behind; 
There's nothing that's really new. 
It's a knock at yourself when you knock 
your town. 

It isn't the town; it's You. 
Real towns are not made by men afraid 
Lest somebody gets ahead; 
If everyone works and nobody shirks 
You can raise a town from the dead; 
And if while you're making your personal 

stake, 
Your neighbour is making his too; 
Youl1 find it's the kind of a town you like 
It isn't the town; it's You. 

By: Silva Caroline Crampton. 

1912 Office of R.M. of Brokenhead 
Left to right: M.J. Hoban (Secretary), rD. Crawford (lawyer), 
T.J. Deakin (Town Constable), D. McDougall (bookkeper). 
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Main Street: Then and Now. 
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Town Hall: Then ... and Now 
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View of the village in 1906. 

View of the village in 1911. 
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Beausejour's Council in 1981: 
From left to right: Councillor Don Mazur, Councillor Fred Kraynyk, Mayor Eyfi Walterson, Secretary-Treasurer Henry 
Colmer, Councillor Alf Hemminger and Councillor Mike Czuboka. 

Beausejour's first council was formed in the year 1909. In the top picture from leftto right are the mayor and councillors of the 
village, sitting TT Wyrzykowski, W.R. Shaw, Wm. Bachmann. Standing, left to right are: E.A. Kielback and M.J. Hoban. 
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Aerial view of Beausejour looking west 
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Beausejour-Brokenhead Home Brew 
By: Michael Czuboka 

The Beausejour-Brokenhead area be
came a major "white lightening" producer 
early in the 20th century. The Ukrainians. 
Poles and Germans became particularly 
enthusiastic distillers of home-made alcohol 
mainly because the official variety was 
expensive and difficult to obtain. 

During the first five decades of the 
20th century almost everyone distilled 
alcohol in this area. Some prepared it for 
their own consumption only. while others 
made large amounts for sale to local residents 
as well a major outlets in Winnipeg. It has 
been said that many of the most prosperous 
farmers in the district obtained their pros
perity from the production of "home brew". 
Producing alcohol was certainly the source 
of a lot of extra income. and the money 
thus obtained was ploughed back in the 
form of bigger and better barns. more 
modern farm machinery. larger homes and 
more land. 

Alcohol was usually made from a 
mash of wheat or potatoes to which yeast 
was added. "Home brew" was distilled 
alcohol of a very powerful variety. About 
three parts of water were added to each 
part of alcohol to give it the apprOximate 
potency of whiskey. 

At first the R C. M.P. could not control 
the production of illegal liquor. Large 
producers were sometimes caught and 
fined heavily. but small "domestic only" 
operators were generally left alone. 

RC.M.P. raids were exciting and dram
atic to all of the participants involved. The 
following incident. as recalled by a resident 
during the 1950·s. was fairly typical and 
common during the home brew era. 

"John" was in his home when the 
RC.M.P. suddenly appeared in the yard in 
an obvious alcohol raid. John escaped 
through the basement and out a wood 
chute. and made his way to where the still 
was located. Unfortunately for" John". the 
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R C. M. P. spotted him. and a dramatic chase 
took place across the ploughed fields. The 
still was destroyed. 

Stills were hidden in many ingenious 
ways. At first they were simply set up in the 
middle of a bush. but hideouts became 
increasingly sophisticated to avoid RC.M.P. 
detection. Sometimes camouflaged under
ground rooms were built to accommodate 
stills. On other occasions a hidden room in 
a barn or machinery room would provide 
the necessary cover. 

The Ukrainian Hall in Beausejour 
used home brew at all of its dances and 
weddings. It was kept in containers in the 
kitchen. and all doors to the kitchen were 
barred to prevent surprise visits by the 
RC.M.P. Lookouts gave advance warnings. 
One tactic used by the occupants of the 
Ukrainian Hall was to have powerful ladies 
greet RC.M.P. constables at the door. 
Apparently the ladies hauled constables 
onto the dance floor. which gave the 
kitchen workers a chance to dispose of the 
illegal liquor. After all. how can a gentleman 
refuse to dance with a lady. and especially 
if she holds him in a powerful grip? 

Home brew was produced in great 
quantities from the 1890's to the 1950·s. 
and then gradually lost its importance. 
Production decreased dramatically because: 
(1) a liquor store was built in Beausejour. 
and legal whiskey was relatively easy to 
obtain; (2) more money was available to 
purchase the more prestigious government 
liquor; and (3) the RC.M.P. began using 
dogs and other devices to apprehend illegal 
distillers. 

To a large extent. however. people 
simply could no longer be bothered with 
home brew stills. any more than they could 
be bothered with baking their own bread in 
the pioneer ovens. It was simply more 
convenient to buy a bottle at the store. 
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A History of the Rural Municipality of Brokenhead 
By Edna J. Kozyra 

The Rural Municipality of Brokenhead was 
created by an Order-in-Council to which assent was 
given on July 5, 1900. Proclamation was issued 
November 3, 1900 and the effective date was 
November 15,1900 (Cap.36, Man.Statutes, 1900.). 

The "new" Municipality was formed by reducing 
the areas of the R. M. of Springfield and the R. M. of 
St. Clements. 

A reproduction of the original Order-in
Council follows: 

CHAPTER 36 

An Act to Amend "The Municipal 
Boundaries Act." 

HER MAJESTY, by and with the advise 
and consent of the Legislative Assembly 
of the Province of Manitoba, enacts as 
follows: -

2. Section 34 of said Chapter 102 is 
hereby amended by adding the word 
"and" after the word "ten" in the 
fourteenth line, and by striking out the 
words" and twelve" in the said fourteenth 
line and by adding to said section at the 
end therof the following words, "and 
Township twelve (12) in Ranges num
bered 5, 6, 9 and 10 East." 

3. Section 38 of said Chapter 102, as 
amended by section 8 of Chapter 27 of the 
Statutes of Manitoba passed in the fifty
fifth year of Her Majesty's reign, is 
hereby amended by adding thereto the 
following words: "and except townships 
13 and 14 and the south half of IS, in 
Ranges numbered 7 and 8 East, and the 
east half of Townships 13 and 14 in Range 
numbered 6 East." 

4. The said Chapter 102 is hereby 
amended by adding thereto after section 
17 the following: 

17a. The Rural Municipality of 
Brokenhead shall comprise Townships 
12, 13 and 14 and the south half of 
Township IS, in Ranges numbered 7 and 
8 East, and the east half of Townships 13 
and 14, in Range numbered 6 East. 

(Assented to July 5th, 1900.) 
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5. Section 82 of said Chapter 102, as 
amended by section 4 of Chapter 18 of the 
Statutes passed in the fifty-ninth year of 
Her Majesty's reign, is hereby further 
amended by striking out the word 
"twen ty-five" in the third line thereof and 
substituting therefor the word "twenty
three." 

6. The Rural Municipality of Brenda 
shall comprise Townships I, 2, 3 and 4, in 
Ranges numbered 24 and 25 West, both 
inclusive. 

7. The Lieutenant-Governor-in
Council may by Order-in-Council: -

(1) Divide the municipalities formed 
by this amending Act into wards and 
declare the number of councillors which 
shall be elected, according to the 
provisions of "The Municipal Act." 

(2) Appoint returning officers for 
the said municipalities to act at the first 
elections of reeves and councillors in the 
said municipalities. 

(3) Provide for all necessary pro
ceedings in order to the proper holding of 
such elections. 

(4) Provide that the last revised 
municipal list of electors for the 
respective territory comprised in each of 
the said municipalities shall be used at 
said elections. 



8. The territorial limits of every 
municipality in this Province bordering 
on any navigable river are hereby, where 
they are not already, extended so as to 
include the one-half of such river 
adjacent to such municipality as hereto
fore defined extends on both sides of any 
such navigable river the whole of the 
surface and bed of that part of such river 
which lies within the borders of such 
municipality shall hereafter be deemed to 
be part of such municipality. 

9. All municipal by-laws now in 
force in this Province relating to offences 
shall hereafter apply to all offences 
commi tted in or upon the respective parts 

The history of the Rural Municipality of 
Brokenhead portrays a drama of dedicated and 
colourful men and women, pitted against various 
pioneering hardships, who devoted their energies, 
often at considerable self-sacrifice, totry to improve 
the living conditions in their communities. 

The various social, economic and administra
tive problems which they encountered spana period 
of 80 years under conditions of drought and 
depression, relief, gopher and grasshopper plagues, 
war and post-war boom and development. 

A t one point in history a councillor was a social 
and welfare agent, spending his time looking for a 
home for an indigent person, or doling out welfare 
to destitute families, particularly during the 
Depression years. After the war the councillor's 
role changed. Thousands of acres ofland were being 
cleared, and the provision of services became a 
major issue. The councillor was expected to be 
something of an engineer as the demand grew for 
drainage, bridges, and more and better roads. Here I 
will attempt to trace the evolution of the 
administration of the affairs of the Rural 
Municipality of Brokenhead, from its inception in 
1900, and try to re-create something of the 
responsibilities, struggles and triumphs of its 
Councils through the seven decades which have 
passed. 

Before the turn of the century, many Anglo
Saxon families had migrated to this area of the 
Province, and small communities had sprung up at 
Tyndall, Beausejour, and along the Brokenhead 
River, such as Ladywood, Brokenhead, Green Bay, 
Golden Bay, St. Ouens and Lydiatt. The river 
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of such river by this Act added to such 
municipalities respectively to the same 
extent in each case as if this Act had been 
in force at the time of the passing of any 
such by-law. 

10. The Rural Municipality of 
Brokenhead shall be deemed a rural 
municipality comprised within the East
ern Judicial District, and the Rural 
Municipality of Brenda shall be deemed a 
rural municipality comprised within the 
Western Judicial District. 

11. This Act shall come in to force on 
proclamation of the Lieutenant-Govern
or-in-Council. 

proVided an abundant water supply for the settlers 
and their cattle, and a variety of hardwoods grew on 
the riverbanks. Wood was precious to these people. 
They used it for building and for fuel. 

The Brokenhead Agricultural Society was 
organized even before the Rural Municipality of 
Brokenhead had been incorporated. The founding 
directors of the society in 1897 were: J. Shaw, 
George Miller, R. Morwick, E. A. Dugard, 
W.5idebottom and C. A. Madden. 

Municipal statistics issued for the year 1897, 
for the entire Province of Manitoba, gave the 
following summary information: 
Population 108,957 
Number of resident farmers 28,372 
Total assessment (entire Province) $42,827,442 
Municipal Taxes $269,284 
School taxes $307,219 
Debenture purposes $44,894 
Judicial taxes, County purposes $52,891 
Total taxes for the entire Province $674,290 

In 1897 there were 811 school districts in the 
Province, with an estimated 23,000 school 
children attending. Government grant per school 
district, per year, was $130. The average wheat 
yield that year was 14 bushels per acre. 

The first Reeve of the Rural Municipality of 
Brokenhead, upon its formation, was F. Mc
Cowan, and the new Municipality was adminis
tered by the St. Clements secretary-treasurer, 
W.R.Young. The first councillors were: J. Reed 
(St.Ouens), A. H. Boyd (Cromwell), W. Bachman 
(Beausejour), and E. Jones (Tyndall). The first 
Assessor of the municipality was W. Trouton of 



An early map of the general area. 

Beausejour. Council meetings were held at the 
call of the Reeve, and sometimes began as early as 
seven o'clock in the morning. 

In 1902, E. A. Dugard, formerly a Councillor 
at St. Clements, was elected Reeve of the Rural 
Municipality of Brokenhead, and the Councillors 
were: J. Reed (St. Quens), C. W. Boyd (Cromwell), 

Group at Town Hall and R.M. office. 
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J. Keilback (Beausejour), and J. Little (Tyndall). 
J. H. Cornish was appointed secretary

treasurer in 1903, and C. A. Madden was elected 
Reeve. The administration moved into its first 
Municipal Hall located on the main street in 
Beausejour. William Bethel was the assessor. 
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R.M. of Brokenhead office building (1905). 

The area of the new Municipality as set out 
by Statutes in 1900, was increased in 1903, to 
include a portion of Range Nine East. This portion 
became a part of the Rural Municipality of Lac du 

Bonnet in 1911. The land in the Municipality was 
mainly boggy, draining northward into Lake 
Winnipeg, over moderately level topography. The 
area of the Rural Municipality today is eight 
townships, with the exception of that area which 
comprises the Town of Beausejour. 

During this time a bill was introduced in the 
Provincial Legislature allowing municipalities to 
borrow money for the construction, operation 
and maintenance of grain elevators, and to issue 
debentures for payment, which debentures could 
be levied on all the rateable property within the 
municipality. 

By 1905, Council was holding one regular 
meeting in each month. A by-law establishing the 
rates of indemnity and mileage to be paid to 
Council members was passed in October of 1905. 
The Reeve at this time was John Little, and E. A 
Dugard (formerly Reeve) was now the secretary
treasurer. 

BY-LAW NO. 129 

WHEREAS it is necessary to provide 
for the remuneration of the Reeve and 
Councillors of the Rural Municipality of 
Brokenhead for the year AD.1905. 

BE IT THEREFORE enacted by the 
Council of the Rural Municipality of 
Brokenhead, 

1. That the Reeve and Councillors of 
the said Municipality shall each receive 
for the year AD.1905, as remuneration, 
the sum of Two Dollars ($2.00) a day for 
every day on which they attend a Regular 
Meeting, or Court of Revision when held 
other than on a Regular Meeting day, but 
not to receive more than Thirty Dollars 
($30.00) each, in the year of office, and 
not to be allowed for more than nine 
regular meetings after the first meeting, 
except as above specified, and in addition, 
the sum of ten cents a mile for every 
necessary mile travelled each way inside 
the said Municipality to the place of 
meeting, from his place ofresidence, to be 
allowed once only for each meeting. 

2. That for the time spent by the 
Reeve or any Councillor in the year 1905, 
in inspecting roads, bridges, or public 
works in said Municipality, or for letting 
jobs or contracts in said Municipality, 
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they shall - if previously authorized by 
resolution of the Council - each receive 
the sum of Two Dollars ($2.00) per day 
for the time actually and necessarily 
spent for each ins pection or work, and, in 
addition they shall each receive the sum 
of ten cents a mile for every necessary 
mile travelled each way for such 
inspection or for letting such jobs or 
contracts. 

3. That the said Reeve or any of the 
said Councillors shall not receive pay
ment for work or inspection done as 
a uthorized by the last preceeding Section 
until an account of such work, services, or 
inspection, verified by Statutory declar
a tion has been filed with the Treasurer of 
said Municipality and a resolution of the 
said Municipal Council passed authoriz
ing such payment. 

4. This By-Law shall corne into force 
and take effect on the day and da te of the 
passage thereof. 

Done and passed in Council duly 
Assembled this 31st day of October 
AD.1905. 

John Little - Reeve 

Edward A Dugard - Clerk 



The municipality had no funds for building 
roads, so the policy of "Statute Labour" was 
introduced. It required each farmer to perform 
manual labour in place of a tax levy. All the road 
building and digging of ditches was done 
manually, and the records of the Municipality 
contain long lists of the accounts of ratepayers 
who performed this Statute labor under the 
direction of "Pathmasters". The Pathmasters 
were appointed by Council, and were paid $3. per 
day. The Municipality had been divided into 13 
Districts, with one Pathmaster and a work crew 
assigned to each district. This Statute labour 
continued until the 1930's when it was considered 
no longer effective and therefore abandoned. 
Council then began to purchase equipment for 
road building and ditching. 

The Village of Beausejour was incorporated 
in 1908, and the Village Council rented office 
space in the Municipal building at the rate of one 
hundred dollars per year. The Village of 
Beausejour received Town status by Statute 
proclaimed in June of 1912. 

In June of 1909, M. J. Hoban Sr. was 
appointed secretary-treasurer of the Rural 
Municipality of Brokenhead, succeeding S. J. 
Burgess. Joseph Shaw was the Reeve, and Albert 
Haller was employed to re-write the assessment 
roll at $3. per day. 

Complaints about poor roads andinadequate 
drainage were always present, with large 
delegations attending at meetings to protest to 
Council. 

The urgency of the problems is reflected in 
the following resolutions passed in the spring of 
1909: 

"That the Reeve is hereby instructed to get 
the Minister of Public Works, or two other 
Ministers of the Government to meet the people 
of Brokenhead, re: drainage, within two weeks; 
and failing that, to arrange for the transportation 
of two hundred taxpayers into Winnipeg to 
interview the Department to protest against any 
addition being made to the present indebtedness". 

Another resolution passed in May of 1909 
read: 

"That this Council is unanimously of the 
opinion that the ratepayers in Drainage District 
#9 have all the taxes now that they can possibly 
pay, and that we as their represent a tives enter our 
strong protest against there being any further 
extension of same, and that we believe that if the 
Provincial Government should extend same, 
there will be a riot amongst the people, and that a 
copy of this resolution be forwarded to the 
Department of Public Works". 
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In 1910 a resolution was passed requesting 
the division of the Municipality into four wards. 
Councillors drew lots to decide on tenure of office 
(two members for two year terms and two 
members for a one year term). 

Each Councillor was allowed to spend a sum 
of no more than twenty-five dollars for 
"emergency requirmen ts", and no Councillor was 
allowed to exceed this limit between meetings or 
until a further grant was authorized by vote of the 
Council. No expenditure whatever was allowed 
over and above the amount that seven mills on the 
dollar would realize on the assessed taxable 
property within each ward. 

At one meeting Council considered provid
ing a type-writer for the secretary-treasurer's 
office, particularly since the municipalities of St. 
Clements and Selkirk both "had recognized the 
advisability of this step". 

Road maintenance was becoming a serious 
problem, and Council passed the following 
resolution: 

"Resolved that this Council do place them
selves on record in favor of the following position: 
That a sum within the ordinary revenue be set aside 
yearly, and that this sum be used exclusively for the 
purpose of paying farmers to haul gravel in the 
winter months, and depositing same in piles, in such 
places as may be ordered and for spreading of same 
on the main roads in such places as may be cut up by 
traffic into holes or ruts during the succeeding 
summer". 

In 1912, the Municipality of Brokenhead was 
offering a bounty of ten cents per head on house 
rats. This by-law was revoked in a few months. 

About this time a Committee was formed to 
consider the operation of"The Good Roads Act" and 
make recommendations for the construction of 
main roads from Lockport to Garson, Tyndall and 
Beausejour and also through the Springfield 
Municipality. Any municipality could make applica
tion to the Good Roads Association for reconstruc
tion of a main market road, and if the Good Roads 
Association approved this application, then the 
Province would pay one half of the cost of the 
proposed project. The Committee was delegated to 
inspect the operation of a "walking dredge" a t work 
to decide if such a machine would be a good 
investment for the Municipality. After much 
discussion on the matter, a deposit was placed with 
Fairbanks Steam Shovel Company in Ohio. The 
dredge was never delivered and the money was 
subsequently refunded to the Municipality by the 
Bonding Company. Four "road drags" were then 
ordered from G. M. Huntley. A man with four 
horses was paid seventy cents per hour for dragging 



roads. The bigger road construction and ditching 
jobs were tendered, with all bids being subject to the 
approval of the Good Roads Board. 

Bonafide farmers requiring assistance in 
purchasing seed grain were guaranteed a loan up to 
$500. by the Municipality at the Royal Bank, upon 
approval from the Reeve and Secretary-Treasurer. 

The Municipality was responsible for its 
residents hospital accounts, and these gradually 
became a heavy burden, particularly in the 
Depression years, when the Municipality itself had 
no funds with which to operate. 

W. R. Sherriffs was appointed Secretary of the 
Municipality of Brokenhead in May of 1924 and 
D.A. Wyrzykowski served as Treasurer. 

Municipal highway in Brokenhead (1915) between Garson and 
Beausejour (now PTH #44). 

In July of 1925 an organization known as the 
North Eastern Manitoba Development Bureau was 
formed. It was largely the brain-child of a man 
named W. W. Childe, who lived in Lac du Bonnet 
and in Beausejour. Mr. Childe was the Secretary for 
the organization and did all the related journalism. 
The organization was originally made up of private 
business men who were anxious to promote the 
growth of the North Eastern part of Manitoba. It 
eventually grew to include representation from 
municipal bodies and Chambers of Commerce and 
the name was changed to Eastern Manitoba 
Development Bureau. Around 1950 this body of 
concerned individuals had drafted a plan for a 
network of all weather roads, intended to connect 
all major and minor communities in the eastern 
region of Manitoba with each other, and leading to 
main highways in this part of the Province. This 
organization disbanded in the mid 1950's, but its 
objectives are closely paralleled by the present East
Man. 
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Road (now PTH #44) approaching Brokenhead River bridge. 

North-Eastern Manitoba Development 
Bureau 

Organized July 1925 

We have now over 200 members, all 
organized and pledged in a big booster 
body of local business men, go-getters, 
whose sole aim and object is to advance 
the whole of North-Eastern Manitoba, 
including, of course, the district in which 
they reside. 

All these men are proud of the 
North-Eastern portion of the fair 
province of Manitoba and are out to do all 
in their power to help develop their 
country by boosting good roads move
ments, opening up new trails, advertising 
what we have and advertising for that 
which the country needs. 

Every member is out to give the glad 
hand of welcome to all newcomers and 
ready at all times to help make your stay 
in the country pleasant, interesting and 
enjoyable. You are our guests, make 
yourself at home. 

Reprint from the first "District Guide Book" distributedfreeof 
charge to visitors and tourists (1926). 

In 1925, Council petitioned the Provincial 
Government to take over responsibility for the 
main road running through the Brokenhead 
Municipality (through Garson and Tyndall, Beau
sejour and on to Seven Sisters). Shortly after, the 
Province did take this Highway over, and it was 
known as No.1 East. 



· In 1928 A. Modrzejewski was elected Reeve. 
He resigned two months later because of an 
agreement he held with the MUIlicipality to rebuild 
a portion of the Ladywood north road. 

After his resignation, Albert E Trapp was 
electedReeve. Mr. Trapp and his Council directed 
their efforts towards' reconstruction of the 
Ladywood road and called upon the Provincial 
Government on several occasions to take over, or at 
least to assiSt in the maintenarice of this road. This 
road was a main traffic artery, passing through 
St. Clements Municipality as well, and leading to the 
resort areas. It later became known as the Grand 
Beach Highway. The Council were successful in 
having this highway rebuilt for a distance of 
approximately 14 miles north from Beausejour. Mr. 
Trapp later became M.L.A. representing this 
constituency and he continued his efforts in this 
capacity to have this road taken over by the 
government as a Provincial Highway. 

Stanley T rombo of Brokenhead was employed 
to re-write the AssessmenfRoll of the Municipality 
for the sum of $550. which amount was to include 
all travelling expenses as well. With the exception of 
a few years, Mr. Trombocontinued to be the 
Assessor for the municipality until this respo,nsibil~ 
ity was taken over by the 'Provincial Assessment 
Branch in the mid 1950's .. ·· . 

During the late 1920's and the early 1930's the 
farmers suffered continuous crop failure due to 
rust, heavy frosts, drought· and grasshopper 
infestation. The gloomy Depression years followed. 

The Reeves who served during the Depression 
years were: Albert Trapp~ 1928 and 1929; Theodore 
Wawryshyn, 1930 and 1931; Clifford Barclay, 1932 
and 1933; and Chris Huber Sr., 1934 and 1935. 

These men and their Councils were continu
ally confronted with the problems of the destitute, 
which would take up the. entire afternoon and 
evening of Council meetings. The Relief Rolls of the 
Municipality swelled. Requests flooded In for feed 
for starving livestock as well as for seed grain. Grain 
was advanced to farmers to be repaid on terms as per 
agreement. The able-bodied were given shovel 
work on construction. of roads and drains to work 
off relief payments. Sometimes mass delegations 
attended at meetings to' voice their strong 
objections to the granting of relief. 

Collection of taxes became a serious problem. 
The lists of "Lands for Sale for Arrears of Taxes" 
grew very lengthy. Ratepayers would frequently 
"barter" with Council about tax payments and quite 
often Council would accept a lesser amount for 
cash. Much of the taxes were worked 6ff through 
ditching, etc. leaving the Municipality in a critical 
position for funds. Special meetings were held with 
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the Municipal Commissioner to discuss methods 
for collection of tax arrears. The Municipality 
applied to the Province for a guaranteed loan sothat 
the schools could be kept open. Teachers had to 
agree to work for the amount of the Government 
grant money only, unless some taxes were collected. 
Hospital accounts of residents became a heavy 
burden upon the municipality, particularly since 
there was little revenue coming in. Renewable notes 
of indebtedness were issued to hospitals. 

In the late 1930's, after a few successful crop 
yields, the dismal climate of the Depression years 
began to dissipate. The Ratepayers Association was 
formed to try to promote better government. A 
Land Drainage Commission was set up by the 
Province to study drainage problems and subse
quently the Drainage Maintenance Board was 
organized to look after drainage greivances. 
Drainage works were broken up into numbered 
Districts and special drainage taxes were imposed. 
Albert F. Trapp was appointed to this board to 
represent the R. M. of Brokenhead. 

In June of 1937 Lewis James Pulfer was 
appointed secretary-treasurer of the Municipality. 
"Lou" as he was known to his friends, was born in 
Brampton, Ontario in 1893 and had come to 
Winnipeg with his parents in 1900. He had been a 
banker, soldier, farmer, and grain-buyer by the time 
he came to Brokenhead, and so he brought a wealth 
of varied background experiences with him to his 
new position. Anton B. Weselak was hired to be his 
assistant at $50. per month. 

John (Jack) S. Sinnott was the Reeve. Jack had a 
dominant and colourful personality, not easily 
forgotten, coupled with a quick temper. He was 
determined to make changes and create improve
ments in the administration. Perhaps because our 
human natures are so resistant to change, his 
opinions frequently conflicted with both colleagues 
and ratepayers, resulting in many stormy delega
tions attending at Council meetings. The meetings 
became so emotional at times that Council found it 
necessary to hire a door-man to maintain order 
during Council meetings. . 

Joseph Shelson, who later became the 
secretary-treasurer of the Town of Beausejour, was 
hired by the Municipality in August of1937 as a debt 
collector. 

A new assessment was done that year, based 
on a new system of valuation and prepared by Eade 
and Company. It generated storms of protest from 
angry delegations attending meetings. The meet
ings would last all day and well into the night. Some 
700 appeals were received for the Court of Revision, 
and Council directed tha t the assessment rolls be re
written with the valuations reduced. 



Council and secretary-treasurer in front of municipal hall 
from left to right: A.McLeod, S.Trojanowski, L.J.Pulfer, 
J.5innott, A.Neduzak and F.Rattai (1939). 

Sunday afternoon behind the old town/municipal halls in 
Beausejour (May 1939). 

In the aftermath of the Depression, there were 
large balances owing to School Districts, and finally 
an adjustment had to be made. Meetings were held 
with School District Boards in order to try to resolve 
the problem. Ultimately, the School Boards agreed 
to accept certain sums from the balance of levies due 
to them, and the remainder was written off the 
books of the Municipality. 

For the first time in history, the Municipality 
began to acquire equipment for its roadbuilding and 
ditching requirements. This meantthattaxeshad to 
be increased. A Caterpillar tractor was purchased 
from Powell Equipment for $1,850. and a 07 tractor 
and elevator grader for $10,800. Another tractor 

First day using elevating grader on construction of road· west 
from Ladywood Hall (1938). Ted Towle on grader, Arnold 
Barclay on tractor, with councillors, Trojanowski and Small. 
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was leased for a year and then purchased the 
following year. Brokenhead was the second 
municipality in the Province to acquire its own 
equipment for road building purposes ( Portage la 
Prairie was the first). 

H. E. Towle was employed as graderman at 25¢ 
per hour; and Arnold Barclay was employed as 
tractor operator at 30¢ per hour. The first road to be 
built with this machinery was the first mile west of 
the Ladywood Hall in the summer of 1938. 

Over the next few years another TD 9 tractor 
and a Bucyrus Erie Pull grader were purchased. A 
dragline was rented for $2,000. for the season, and 
the first shed for housing the equipment was built 
on NW 31-12-8E. 

Anton Weselak left the employ of the 
Municipality in 1942 to take a position with another 
municipality briefly, following which he joined the 
R.C.A.F. A.B.(Tony) Bonner replaced him as 
assistant. The Public Works employees at the time 
were: Joe Weselak, tractor operator; Ed Gusse, 
elevator grader operator; W. D. Newman, tractor 
operator; W. H. Gretzinger, dragline operator; and 
Bill KlingbeIl, oiler. 

In 1945 Reeve Alec McLeod and his Council 
again tried to persuade the Province to take over the 
responsibility for the Ladywood North road. 
Edward Wenzoski was hired as a tractor operator. 
This was the beginning of Ed's long career with the 
municipality, as an equipment operator and later as 
foreman of Public Works. Ed remained in the 
employ of the Municipality until his retirement in 
1976. 

Fred Small of Lydiatt who had formerly served 
as Councillor from 1935-38, was elected Reeve in 
1947. Mr. Small and his Council embarked upon a 
program of road construction and reconstruction. 
The elevator grader was a fairly suitable piece of 
equipment for building roads, but ineffective for 
digging proper ditches. No one had any previous 
experience in road-building and consequently many 
of the roads had to be rebuilt. They had not 
originally been built high enough, norwideenough, 
and had not been sufficiently compacted. The roads 
also needed gravelling. Council decided to acquire 
further equipment, and subsequently purchased 
another D7 tractor, a used scraper with power 
control unit, and the first motor patrol with a 
snowplow and wing. The patrol cost $14,370. and 
was purchased from Powell Equipment. 

Construction of the Beausejour Hospital 
began in 1949, and the first Board members 
appointed by Council to represent Brokenhead 
were: Wm. G. Storsley, Fred Mastaler, Julian 
Ilchena and Gordon James. 

The cost of maintenance of "main market 
roads" was now being shared on a 50/50 basis with 
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the Province. Meanwhile, Council continued in 
their resolve to have the Grand Beach road taken 
over by the Province as a secondary highway. A 
P&H Dragline, with 3/4 yard bucket was purchased 
from Prairie Equipment for the sumof$21,680. The 
machine made the excavation of drainage ditches 
ea.sier, faster, and much more effective than any 
that had been done previously. Two shifts of 
operators kept the equipment operating through
out the summer mon ths, stopping only long enough 
for necessary maintenance. 

Jack Sinnott was re-elected Reeve for another 
term beginning in 1951, while at the same time he 
was serving as M.P. in Ottawa for Springfield 
Constituency. Tony Bonner left his position in the 
Municipal Office to start up his own printing 
business, and Edna Krawchuk was hired as the 
Assistant in his place. 

The Provincial Government finally accepted 
responsibility for the re-construction and gravel
ling of the Grand Beach road to highway standards 
on the condition that the Municipality was to pay 
$21,000. over a three year period as its share of the 
up-grading costs. It was not until 1952 that the 
Grand Beach road was taken over as a Provincial 
Highway, now part of PTH #12. 

Union of Manitoba Municipality dues in 1950 
were $20. per annum, and members of Council 
were authorized to attend the annual convention 
with the stipulation "that expenses not exceed $25. 
each". 

During the period 1952 to 1958 the Reeve of 
the R. M. of Brokenhead was Arthur A. (Archie) 
Trapp, son of a former Reeve and M.L.A., Albert F. 
Trapp. Archie and his Council strived to up-grade 
bridges and drains in the municipality. A new design 
for both was introduced. Pile drivers were used to 
drive bridge piles deeper, so that the improved 
bridges were more resistant to highway pressures 
and frost heaving. Drains were re-designed for the 
first time to a 4/1 slope, which served to minimize 
erosion. Because of its geographic location, the R. 
M. of Brokenhead had the dubious distinction of 
being responsible for ten crossings (bridges) over 
the Brokenhead River. Two of these crossings have 
since been taken over by the Province (Green Oak 
on P.R.#435 and Dencross on P.R.#317), but the 
responsibility for maintenance of the remaining 
eight bridges is still incumbent upon the 
municipality. This expense has always taken up a 
fair portion of the annual budget. 

In 1953 Joseph Cheop was employed as 
Assistant and Council made plans for the 
construction of a new Municipal building. This 
proposal gave rise to considerable controversy over 
the site of the new building. 



The dispute was not settled until May of 1955 
when a referendum was held to resolve the issue. 
The vote was 861 in favor of an out-of-town site 
with only 76 supporting the old location. 
Subsequently, a committee from among Council 
members was chosen to select a suitable site, and a 
three acre parcel was purchased on SW 6-13-8E, 
from the Edward Selch estate for $2,400. The 
obvious advantage of the move was that now, 
municipal equipment, culverts, bridge planks and 
other materials could be housed and stored in the 
same yard as the Municipal office was located. 
Besides, there would no longer be taxes to pay to the 
Town of Beausejour. 

The Public Works employees in 1952 were: 
E.Wenzoski, Nick Swaluk, Dan Rosentreter, 
A.Thorarinson, Leo Kupchinski, Fred Bulman, 
P.Hladuik, Steve Chryplywy and Joe Trombo. 

The old Municipal Hall was demolished by 
Robert Sergent of Tyndall, and all material removed 
from the site. Meanwhile the tender for the new 
building was awarded to John Lashek for 
$16,222.90. The Municipal Office was moved for a 
time into the Town of Beausejour Offices, until the 
new Brokenhead Municipal Office was ready for 
occupancy. The former Beausejour site was sold to 
Archie Warren for $4,400. in 1959. 

Both Reeve J. Sinnott and Reeve Archie Trapp 
served as Executive Directors for the Eastern 
District, Union of Manitoba Municipalities, during 
the years 1942-43 and 1955-57 respectively. 

Present R.M. of Brokenhead office. 

John Lashek served the R. M. of Brokenhead as 
Reeve from 1959 until the end of 1971, a total of 13 
years, and the longest time that anyone has held 
that office to this date. A significant number of 
changes and improvements took place during this 
period. Two municipal shops were built at the new 
municipal yard, one in the summer of 1957 and one 
in 1959. The first shop was equipped with a welder, 
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torch, compressor, and other tools required for 
repair and maintenance of equipment. 

Manitoba Health Services registration took 
place in 1959. This relieved municipalities of their 
obligation to pay for residents hospital accounts. 

Bigger and more efficient equipment was 
purchased. A new D7 tractor and dozer and a #12 
Motor Patrol were purchased from Powell 
Equipment. A tractor loader (TIL 16) and a brush 
sprayer were also acquired, as well as arockcrusher. 

A Machinery and Equipment Reserve was 
established for the first time, which provided for an 
annual levy of an amount to be set aside for the 
replacement of equipment as it became necessary to 
do so. 

Throughout this period Council petitioned the 
Provincial government by channeling their efforts 
through the Eastern Manitoba Development 
Bureau, to complete Libau to Dencross Highway 
through Brightstone, to connect with PTH #11 at 
Lac du Bonnet. The dream became reality some ten 
years later. 

In 1961 Joseph Choep left the employ of the 
Municipality, and Edna Kozyra returned to her 
former position. Marjorie Witzke joined the office 
staff two years la ter. Public Works employees atthis 
time were: Peter Skrupski, Fred Bulman, Bill Wilke, 
Bill Struss, AntonPleskacz, John Kabaluk, Ernie 
Nikodem, Bill Hlady, Paul Hladun, Julian Trojanow
ski, Walter Lucko and Ed Wenzoski. 

A major undertaking was the re-construction 
of Devil's Creek drain in which the Province agreed 
to share 2/3 of the cost, with the balance shared 
equally by Brokenheadand St. Clements. Total cost 
was $235,000. 

A group of over 50 persons jammed the dining room of the 
Howland Hotel in Beausejour to honour L.J.(Lou) Pulfer on 
completing his 25th year of service with the R.M. of 
Brokenhead. Mr.Pulfer is the Secretary-Treasurer of the 
municipality. He and his wife were presented with a Platform 
Rocker Chair. In the picture Mr.Pulfer is seen with three 
reeves he served with, from left to right are: Fred Small, 
A.A.Trapp, Lou Pulfer, Mrs.Pulfer and Reeve John Lashek. 

- courtesy Beausejour Beaver (October 1962) 



Municipal council and staff (1963) from left: Edna Kozyra 
(assistant); councillors A.Shumilak and E.5chirle; Reeve John 
Lashek; councillors J.J.Struss and N.Swaluk; and secretary
treasurer L.J.Pulfer. 

In 1965 the Provincial government did away 
with the Drainage Maintenance Board, and a new 
drainage maintenance system was proposed. This 
was initially opposed by the municipalities. 

Lou Pulfer retired after 30 years of service to 
the municipality in May of 1967. 

Edna J. Kozyra was appointed Secretary
Treasurer after his retirement, and Lorraine 
(Rogoski) Baker was employed as Assistant. A cash 
register was purchased to expediate office 
procedures. 

The former Sebright School was purchased by 
the Council for $1. and moved to the Centennial 
grounds, to become the beginning of the present 
museum complex. The former Brokenhead School 
was purchased from Agassiz School Division for 
$500. to be used asa public meeting place. 

Machinery and equipment was further up
dated with the purchase of an MI00 Motor Patrolin 
1967, a new "Galion" from Kane Equipment in 
1969, and a second Galion in 1971 when the 14 D 
Caterpillar patrol was traded off. A tractor and 
rotary mower were purchased in 1970, and 
underground fuel tanks were installed. 

Another very significant factor which took 
place during Mr.Lashek's tenure of office was the 
fact that a co-operative, working relationship bega11-_ 
to develop with the Town of Beausejour. For the 
first time in their history the two municipalities 
began to work and plan together for a common goal. 
The Mayor of the Town of Beausejour at this time 
was Steve Ferens. The two Councils began to hold 
joint meetings to discuss their common interests. 
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The town needed room for a disposal site outside its 
limits. The matter was discussed and an agreement 
pertaining to the lease of L.S 5 & 6, Sec. 16-13-7E, 
was drawn up to the satisfaction of both Councils. 
The disposal site has been shared· by the two 
municipalities ever since. Brokenhead purchased a 
fire truck and pumper at a cost of $21,000., which 
was added to the town's firefighting equipment. 
The two units are housed jointly and run by agroup 
of voluntary firefighters on a cost sharing basis ever 
since. Considerable effort was expended by each of 
the two municipalities in improving and maintain
ing the jointly-owned Centennial Park grounds. 
Baseball diamonds were established, permanent 
fencing and a stone gate erected, museum fenced 
off and maintained, roadways gravelled and trees 
planted. 

In 1971 the Brokenhead Council made an 
unpreceden ted move by abolishing wards for 
election purposes. The decision created a great deal 
of controversy at the time. While it is considered 
today to have been a most worth-while decision 
made by a Council, it very likely contributed to 
Mr.Lashek's defeat at the polls that fall. 

Irvin (Rick) Stefansson succeeded John Lashek 
as Reeve. He served in that capacity for four years, 
from 1972 to 1975. Rick continued to foster good 
relationships with the Town of Beausejour, and 
further successful joint ventures evolved. One of 
the first such issues was ambulance service. When 
the private ambulance operator for this area gave 
notice of his intent to discontinue service, the two 
Councils met to discuss alternatives. Plans we.re 



made to jointly purchase a new ambulance which 
would operate in conjunction with existing 
volunteer fire fighting services. Both Councils 
supported a proposal to have a Personal Care Home 
built in Beausejour. The Provincial government had 
introduced a program providing partial financial 
support to municipalities for ambulance services. 
The first such grant was used to purchase a 
communication system for the ambulance unit, to 
be connected to the Beausejour Hospital. The 
Municipality participated with the Town of 
Beausejour in a variety of Centennial celebrations 
in 1975. The Agassiz W.eed Control District was 
formed the same year in which the R. M. of 
Brokenhead, R. M. of Lac du Bonnet, L.GD. 
Alexander, Town of Beausejour and the Village of 
Lac du Bonnet all participated at the outset. The 
former Brightstone Hall was purchased as an 
addition to the Museum Complex. Brokenhead 
shared in the cost of installing artificial ice in the 
local arena. The Municipality joined both the Lac du 
Bonnet District Veterinary Clinic and the Selkirk 
Veterinary Clinic and apportioned one-half share of 
the annual levy to each District. 

A D6 tractor and Model '60' scraper were 
purchased, also a diesel tandem truck used primarily 
for hauling graveL The MI00 Allis Chalmers was 
traded on purchase of a Cat No.40 motor patrol. 

Re-modelling and repairs to the Municipal 
office and shop were undertaken under the 
Provincial Employment Program. A request was 

· .. :. ~ -,-

forwarded to the Water Services Board to 
undertake a feasibility study for water supply and 
sewage system for the community of Tyndall. 

In the spring of 1974, the Municipality 
suffered extensive losses and damage from flooding 
which had occurred as the result of a very late spring 
and a sudden thaw following. Council discussed a 
proposal to sell municipal lands to the Province to be 
used for a "Wildlife Management Area", but could 
not reach agreement with the Province on the price. 

In December of 1975 proceedings were 
initiated to form a Planning District jointly with the 
Town of Beausejour and the Village of Garson. 

In 1976 Clarence Baker took over as Reeve, 
after having served as Councillor for the two years 
previous. Council reached an agreement with the 
Province early in 1976, to transfer approximately 
5,000 acres of municipally-owned (marginal) land to 
the Province for the consideration of $400,000. 
with the Municipality to retain gravel rights. 

Council used part of this money to purchase a 
John Deere Hydraulic excavator for $66,000. The 
machine has proven to be valuable in cleanout of 
drains. The proposed Planning District was formed 
with the Town of Beausejour and the Village of 
Garson. 

Council again requested a proposal to be 
prepared by the Water Services Board, this time for 
a low pressure sewage system only, for the 
community of Tyndall. The hearing on this 
proposal was held in July of 1978. 

Present council members and staff from left: councillors Wm. 
Kozyra and Ed Komadowski; Reeve C.Baker; Lorraine Baker 
(assistant); Sec.-Treas. Wayne Omichinski; councillors 
N.Kowalchuk and Ed Borkowsky; missing Debby Hlady 
(steno). 
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After the hearing, Council decided to decrease 
the size of the Local Improvement District to the 
south side of the railway tracks only. The actual 
construction of the project has not yet taken place. 

Edna Kozyra left the employ of the R.M. of 
Brokenhead in October of 1978 after 18 years of 
service, and was replaced by Wayne Omichinski. 

A radio communication system between 
equipment and the shop was purchased and 
installed in 1979. As well, two more motor patrols 
have been replaced. AJohn Deere Motor Patrol was 
purchased at a cost of $90,000. and a 140G Cat. 
patrol at $105,000. The new machines are more 
sophisticated and require greater skill on the part of 
the operators, in order to achieve the level of 
efficiency the public has come to expect. 

Public Works employees at time of this writing 
are: Paul Krawchuk, Ray Klann, Nick Swaluk, Larry 
Lashek, Gayard Feurst and Wally Cyncora. 

In closing, I would like to share with you a 
poem, written by Lyla Trapp, as a youngster, during 
the period her father (Archie Trapp) served as 
Reeve. It will be meaningful to all families whose 
family members have served in public affairs, and is 
being reprinted with permission: 

Left to right: Nick Swaluk, Gayard Fuerst, Ray Klann, Bill 
Loeb, Paul Krawchuk. 

June 1977. 
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A Lament of a Reeve's Daughter 

This winter the weather was cold and 
gray 

We had up to eight inches of snow in a day 
My father, he's the Reeve you know 
Had to go ou t and dig the snow. 
The phone is ringing day and night 
But of course there's no let up in sight 

With hope we look for spring to come 
To drown the wails of everyone 
The plea goes on for ditch and drain 
Oh Please Dear Lord, don't give us rain! 
It sure was bad with wind and snow 
It's left the Council with no more dough 
For ditch and bridge and drainage too 
Oh, what will the Council do? 

I hope the ratepayers will understand 
I love my Daddy, and he is their friend, 
So Lord above let money grow 
To solve these problems as they go 
From day to day and year to year 
Prove to the ratepayers, the Council did 

its best this year. 

There is a future we all know 
But Lord don't send us so much snow 
Guide Reeve and Councillors through 
the year 

That they may walk in respect, not fear. 

Our history tells the story of the progress that 
has been made in developing a better life for all of us 
in this community. We respectthese achievements. 
All were great in their time. We will strive to equal 
the examples of resourcefulness and courage that 
have been set for us by our predecessors in public 
life. It is the past with which our present is linked. 

- With appreciation to: Lorraine Baker, Tony 
Bonner, Archie Trapp and Fred Small, who have 
assisted me in gathering material for this article. 

-E.Kozyra. 



Council Members 1900 to 1981 

1901: Reeve: F.McCowan; Council: J.Reed, 1919: Reeve: Bill Bethel; Council: GD.Ross, 
A.H.Boyd, W.Bachman, E.Jones; Paul Billy, D.Fawcett, J.Winkler. 
Secretary-Treasurer: W.R.Young. 

1920: Reeve: Henry Adolph; Council: GoO. 
1902: Reeve: E.ADugard; Council: J.Reed, Ross, J.Winkler, A.Selch, P.Billy. 

G.W.Boyd, J.Keilback, J.Little. 
1921: Reeve: Albert F.Trapp; Council (same) 

1903: Reeve: CA.Madden; Council: M.J. 
Hoban, E.J.Thomas, W.Trouton, 1922: Reeve: CHuber; Council: J.Baker,T. 
J.Walton; Secretary-Treasurer: Wawryshyn, G.Ross, Paul Billy. 
J.H.Cornish. 

1924: Reeve: CHuber (Sr.); Council: Adolph 
1905: Reeve: John Little; Secretary- Hastman, F.Mikolash, Ted Wawry-

Treasurer: E.A.Dugard. shyn, J.J.5chreyer; Secretary-
Treasurer: M.J.Hoban (to March), 

1908: Reeve: George Gardiner; Council: W.R.Sherriffs (Secretary), D.A. 
E.ADugard, CWinkler, Joseph Shaw, Wyrzykowski (Treasurer). 
Peter Cewe; Secretary-Treasurer: 
S.J.Burgess. 1927: Reeve: CHuber; Council: Paul Billy, 

J.J.Niedzwiecki, T.Wawyrshyn, 
1909: Reeve: Joseph Shaw; Council: John Adolph Hastman; Secretary: W.R. 

Acaster, Henry Adolph, Peter Cewe, Sherriffs; Treasurer: D.Wyrzykowski 
G.Schreyer; Secretary-Treasurer: 
S.J.Burgess. 1928: Reeve: Anton Modrezejewski (resign-

ed), Albert Trapp (elected); Council: 
1910: Reeve: Joseph Shaw; Council: E.A. J.Niedzewiecki, Paul Billy, T.Wawry-

Dugard, J.Acaster, J.Niedzwiecki, shyn, A.Hastman. 
J. Winkler; Secretary-Treasurer: 
M.J.Hoban (Sr.) 1930: Reeve: T.Wawryshyn; Council: H. 

Nelson, A.Selch, J.Niedzewiecki, Paul 
1911: Reeve: G.Gardiner; Council: Jacob Billy. 

Winkler, Jacob Niedzewiecki, Henry 
Adolph, E.A.Dugard. 1932: Reeve: CBarclay; Council: P.Billy, E. 

Litke, A.Christensen, J.Niedzewiecki. 
1912: Reeve: G.Gardiner; Council: E.A. 

Dugard, J.Winkler, Geo.Schreyer, 1934: Reeve: CHuber (Sr.); Council: 
Jos.Keilback. Adolph Hastman, Andrew Christ-

::. 

ensen, Paul Billy, J.Niedze-
1914: Reeve: G.Gardiner; Council: J. wiecki. 

Winkler, E.J. Thomas, J.Keilback, 
G.Kunderman. 1935: Reeve: Chris Huber (Sr.); Council: 

Fred Small, S.Trojanowski, A.Christ-
1915: Reeve: E.ADugard; Council: GoO. ens en, A.Hastman. 

Ross, J .Niedzewiecki, J. Winkler, 
E.J.Thomas. 1936: Reeve: J.Sinnott; Council: F.Small, 

S.Trojanowski, A.Selch, A.Christen-
1916: Reeve: A.Modrezejewski; Council: sen. 

J.Winkler, D.F.Fawcett, GD.Ross, 
J . Niedzewiecki. 1938: Reeve: J.5innott; Council: S.Trojan-

owski, A.McLeod, F.Rattai, F.Small; 
1917: Reeve: A.Modrezejewski; Council: Secretary-Treasurer: L.J.Pulfer. 

D.F.Fawcett, J.Winkler, GD.Ross, 
Paul Billy. 
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1940: Reeve: J. Sinnott; Council: S. T rojan- 1965: Reeve: John Lashek; Council: AShu-
owski, AMcLeod, A.Neduzak, F. milak, E.Schirle, Ed Borkowsky, 
Rattai. Peter Chay. 

1944: Reeve: AMcLeod; Council: F.Masta- 1968: Reeve: J.Lashek; Council: AShumilak, 
ler, ANeduzak, AStrecker, S. E.Schirle, P.Chay, E.Borkowsky; 
Trojanowski. Secretary-Treasurer: Edna J.Kozyra. 

1945: Reeve: AMcLeod; Council: F. 1971: Reeve: J.Lashek; Council: J.Pleskacz, 
Mastaler, W.G.Storsley, AStrecker, P.Chay, E.Schirle, R.E.Molinski. 
S. Trojanowski. : 

; 

1972: Reeve: I.Stefansson; Council: R.E. 
1947: Reeve: Fred Small; Council: F.Masta- Molinski, J.Pleskacz, E.Schirle, 

ler, W.G.Storsley, AStrecker, S. AShumilak. 
Trojanowski. 

1973: Reeve: I.Stefansson; Council: Nick 
1948: Reeve: F.5mall; Council: J.Pleskacz, Kowalchuk, J.Pleskacz, Edmund 

W.G.Storsley, AStrecker, S.Trojan- Schirle, Anton Shumilak. 
owski. 

1974: Reeve: I.Stefansson; Council: 
1949: Reeve: F.Small; Council: John CBaker, N.Kowalchuk, R.E. .. 

Pleskacz, W.G.Storsley, AStrecker, Molinski, E.Schirle. 
Waldemar Chryplywy. 

1976: Reeve: Clarence Baker; Council: Ed 
1951: Reeve: J.Sinnott; Council: J.Pleskacz, Borkowsky, Ed Komadowski, N. 

John Neduzak, Anton Strecker, W. Kowalchuk, A.Shumilak. 
Chryplywy. 

1979: Reeve: CBaker; Council: Ed Bork-
1952: Reeve: Arthur A. Trapp; Council: owsky, Mark Dugard, Ed Komadow-

J.Neduzak, J.Pleskacz, AStrecker, ski, N.Kowalchuk; Secretary-
Joseph J.5truss. Treasurer: Wayne Omichinski. 

1956: Reeve: Arthur ATrapp; Council: 1981: Reeve: CBaker; Council: Ed Borkow-
J.Pleskacz, J.Neduzak, Edmund sky, Ed Komadowski, Nick Kowal-
Schirle, J.J.Struss. chuk, Wm.Kozyra. 

1959: Reeve: John Lashek; Council: Anton 
Shumilak, Nick Swaluk, E.Schirle, 

~~ : J.J.Struss. 

.' 
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List oj Electors, 1909 
Rural Municipality oj Brokenhead 

POLLING SUB-DIVISION NO.1 

Archibald, H. Englehurst, P. Imperial Bank Meyer,M.A. 
Alloway, W.F. Englehart, C Jones, Thos. Morrison, K. 
Albinson, A.F. Englehart, P. Johnson, Chas. Murray, A.E. 
Alloway & Champ'n Foster, Thos. Jensen, M. Manthe, Geo. 
Bergland, E. Fraser, James Johnson, Robert Morden, S.D. 
Blue, N. Fahlen, Jno. Jarski, John McKander, Chas. 
Batinchuk, K. Frederick, Phillip Johnson, Wilfred McLeod, Mrs.M. 
Bacon, J.D. First National Bank Kulish, Mike McMunn, R.S. 
Bedson, Sam Fletcher, Mrs.C Kodera,M. McDonald, W.S. 
Barry, Allan Fetuck, G. Komodoski, John Myers, Mrs.CA. 
Barnos, Thos. Forester, Don Larson, John Mowat, R. 
Clayson, Mrs.C Girard, R.J. Little, Wm. Moe,C 

, , 

Cook, William Grimshaw, E. Lyon, D. Moore, W.H. 
Chaffey, B.L Gunn, J.& Sons Linquist, Victor Mauer,J. 
Carlson, J. Garson Quarry Co. Lewis, F. Mitchell, W.J. 
Calverly, J. Goulden, R. Lewis, CE. McMunn, Thos. 
Cross, W.H. Graves, Mrs.M. Little, G.A. Maculaw, Stanis 
Cory,J.W. Griffin, P. Lee, O. Nelson, A. 
Charney, Michael Gardiner, Geo. Lindgren, Robert Nelson, Geo. 
Charney, John Grant,I.R. Langotlom, Mrs.H. Nelson, Olaf 
Downs,R. Gresczuk, Jno. Little, David Nixon, LS. 
Dunn, Wm. Helgrin, O. LittleJ.O. North B & CT Co. 
Dennet,Wm. Hill, Edward Lewis, T.O. Norman,O.L. 
Duretski, Mike Henry, Wm. Lyons, G.W. Olive, Thos. 
Drynan, J. Hansen, Mrs.Eva Lubienski, O. Oakes, Land Co. 
Davidson, A.J. Holmstein, J. McDonald, Alex Ostholm, T.O. 
Daughtry, G. Hudson Bay Co. Moritzen, C Olive, Wm. 
Dalyenuk, K. Hansen, S. McDonald, Angus Osterhout, CN. 
Eades, W.S. Hill, Robert Mulvillhill, J. Ormund, A.E. 
Earle, W.F. 

POLLING SUB-DIVISION NO.2 ," 

, 

Anderson, J. Bethel, D. Graham, R.H. Hughes, E. " 

Anderson, H.S. Bethel, R. Gammel, Peter Haynuck, A. 
, " Allan, G.W. Bullock, T.C Gatch, Frank Haller, Albert ,-

Ashdown, J.H. Chambers, E.B. Gorecki, I. Jurgman, Jack 
Anderson, W.H. Crotty, T.H. Hugh,J.S. Jameson, R.L. 
Adolph, Michael Chambers, I. Hartley, S. Jones, Edward 
Adolph, Henry Campbell, Robt. Hurst, CW. Jackes, F.R. 
Adolph, August Chagnon, Mrs.C Holonquist, Jno. Krupka, Mike 
Allan,J.B. Cameron, Mrs.J. Hagenson, N. Kuhn, Walderman 
Astman,R. Dobson, W.E. Henderson, A.F. Kielbach, Josli!ph 
Black, W. Deo bald, Conrad Huber, Henry Keeler~ J .B. 
Black, W.J. Dreffs, Gus Huber, Christian Kerr, W. 
Black, A. Eccles, Mrs.Cath Hardy, G.H. Kasson, James 
Brand,R.H. Erickson, Mrs.N. Huber, Wm. Land Securities Co. 
Bell, F.C Fife, W.A. Hoare, CS. Levy,M. 
Buss, Gotlieb Flock, R. Hodkin, James Lecompte, J. 
Banning, CP. First Nat.Realty Co. Heppner, B. Larson, Mrs.John 
Brice, W.K. Govenlock, W. Hoban,M.J. Matheson, John 
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Matheson, Adam Netter, AH. Storseley, J. T essum, Oscar 
Matheson, Alex Neiser, Berthold Shade,John Towle, AE. 
Ma theson, Boyd O'Laughlin, M. Shade, David Taylor Ed 
Miller, George Otto,J. Shade, G.A Ullrich, Henry 
Mosoll, David Owens, Hon.W. Steinhauer, Wm. Winnipeg Elec.Ry. 
McGilvra, L.E. Olienzek, W. Schmahl, Peter Warren Bros. 
Maddin, O.A Olienzek, A Steinhauer, M. West, Mrs.S.M. 
McPherson, Mrs.M. Pischke, Adolph Short, Jas. Warren,J.B. 
McPherson, Robt. Patch, Frank Smith, Mrs.G. Whyte, W. 
Magel, Henry Ross, G.D. Stanton, Wm. Wildt, Jacob 
Magel, Alex Richardson, G.D. Sinnot, S. Wildt, Jacob, Jr. 
Mosebach, F. Richardson, W.W. Sin not, John Westfall, -
Miller, Christian Ross,J.C Sawatzky, Leopold Wuerch,-
Myers, R.H. Reid, Mrs.Jane Schingel, Mrs.A Wickson, A 
Molstad, E.H. Richter, Edward Thomas, T. Watson, J.M. 
Morvitz, Carl Sutherland, John H. Turner, J.L. Williamson, J. W. 
McKenzie, K. Simpson, J.C Turner, S. Young, George 
Nightingale, D. Scott, Alex Taylor, T.Y. Zentler, W. 
Numazyki, Joseph Schaffer Bros. 

POLLING SUB-DIVISION NO.3 

Astman,A. Dugard, E.A Hoban, W. McPherson, Alex 
Alsop, S.B. Dryman,J. Hoban, Mrs.AM. McPherson, Donald 
Astman, G. Dregnan,J. Hezyma, Andrew Martina, P. 
Block,C Dalink, Martin Jarski, Ludwig Macula, Michael 
Boraiko, G. Dancho, Andrew Jabush, Fred McDonald, Mrs.J. 
Besarabowicz, Mrs. Donanski, Ignace Justzsyn, Jacob McDonald, John 
Black, W.A Dreger,J. Juryozuk, M. Mantek, G. 
Bethel, D. Dalke, J. Jones, E. Middleton, G.H. 
Bachman, W. Dreger, A Klapprat, Mrs. Morkell, W.A 
Bethel, William Dreger, D. Klapprat, F. Mitchell, C. 
Barnos, John Dugard, Fred Kaszowski, Joseph Matheson, R.M. 
Barnos, Thomas Fitz, J. Korda, Stanislaus McDougal, G. 
Burkowski, S. Fawcett, Mrs.E. Klimes, Victor Marko, J. 
Barnos, Mrs.M. Fawcett, D.T. Klimes, W. Mucha, C 
Barda, A Fawcett, Mrs.D.T. Keilbach, H. Mazeppa, Bank 
Brenchley, J. Freund, August Kepke, John Nikolas, F. 
Briese, Gustave Felski, Daniel Krieger, F. Nickel, Carl 
Burgess, S.J. Gray, T.S. Komendowski, J. Neiser,J. 
Burgess, Mrs.AE. Gardiner, Wm. Kopishke, P. North B.& Can T.Co. 
Bruce, A. Gresezuk, J. Komeracos, M. Otten bright, Jno. 
Bilon,John Gresezuk, J. Kozenki, Leo Osler & Hammond 
Becker, L.H. Gresezuk, M. Kozub, D. Peroseck, Jos. 
Becker, Wenzell Grunius, Joseph Lackowski, Jacob Pitt, Wm. 
Burmansky, M. Gresezuk, H. Lackowski, Emil Polecak, Frank 
Byard, Stanley Gorning, L. Lazee,J. Palkowski, Teophil 
Byard, Ludwig Gabbs, Carl Luy, Peter Pettz, John 
Czouskicicz, M. Harper, C Labelle, M. Pleschascz, Jos. 
Cory,J.W. Hodkin, Jas. Lentz, Gottlieb Pelek, D. 
Cybulski, - Hladj, Andrew Litke, M.A Peitch, L. 
Campbell, J.D. Hladj, Andrew Litke, Emil Pryll, Andrew 
Caldwell, Mrs. Hladj, Tymko Lewis,J.O. Peck,J.W. 
Church, Oscar Herda, Geo. Law, E. Plaff, G. 
Charney, Krem Hoffman, E. McDonald, Don Przednowek, D. 
Drysdale & Bethel Hill, H. Morwick, Robert Ruff,Paul 
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Rumak, Peter Szumilak, Anton Schroeder,tfenry Thomas, Ed 
Runce, Carl Szabatowski, Vin. Streicker, Anton Urbanski, J. 
Richter, A Scott, W. Streich, Ludwig Vogelzang, J. 
Recksiedler, D. Skalowski, Michael Shaw, Jos.& Co. Vincent, W.C 
Richter, Emil Sambourski, Albin Smith, W. Weselak, Joseph 
Richter, Mrs.E. Starecki, Clemens Sibulski, Jno. Wardell,A 
Riehl, F. Starecki, Jno. Sassoski, P. Wilkinson, A 
Rattai, Fred Szajewski, J. Schreyer, Anton Witzke, tfenry 
Rattai, Gus Smith, D. Schreyer, Mrs.A Weselak, W. 
Rattai, Peter Stubbe,J. Sonnenberg, Gott. Wenzel,J. 
Recksiedler, CM. Shubert, Mrs.A Schneider, F. Zielke, M. 
Recksiedler, F. Simpson, Mrs.M.A Turner, Sam Zielke, Carl 
Shaw, Jos.Sr. Selch, August T olochkay, J. Zielke, L. 
Shaw, Mrs.Jos.Jr. Schultz, Carl Taylor, R.C Z wern, Phillip 
Shaw, Mrs.W.R. Smith, tfenry 

POLLING SUB-DIVISION NO.4 

Anderson, W.R Degnan,J.R Kluznuck, G. Prokop, Paul 
Allan,J.B. Dzioba, K. Kronchuck, P. Prokop, Stephan 
Apostel, N. Diercurczski, John Kozier, W. Pfeifer, Jno. 
Apostel, John Dobricki, L. Kubik, F. Pfeifer, Pete 
Bednarzick, John Erickson, CB. Kreszko,J. Petrozek, Emil 
Baranowski, K. Engel, Jos. Kucyk,J. Petros, John 
Bestrack, R Engel, Mathew Karolink, F. Pishkowski, M. 
Barnarczeok, Nicol Erimud, A Kunderman, Peter Pospisyl, W. 
Bojka, J. Engel, T.A Kunderman, M. Parig, W. 
Bojka, a. Finkelstein, F. Kunderman, Joe Palkowski, Teophil 
Bardnard,- Gall, Chas. Kopezenski, C Pfeifer, Anna 
Bakowski,- Georgeson, W. Kopar, A Przednoweck, A 
Brock,J.R Gach, Anton Laszewski, - Palamarczuck, M. 
Brown, Geo. Gabel, tfenry Lesak, W. Powell, L.J. 
Budner, L. Golombrioski, M. Lenescza, K. Palamarczuck, N. 
Bryoza,J. tfasyko, Stephen Luke, Knat Purnski, R. 
Barski, Clemens tfargrave, J. Luke, J. Reich, Peter 
Barski, John tfaney, J.R. Lanway,M. Reich, Joe 
Betsworth, E. tfolick, M. Leckow, Tymko Richter, Peter , 
Black Lumber Co. tfaslam Land Co. Mikolacz, T. Rumal, W. ~~ 
Czepel, D. tfawseluk, Mrs.J. Marcineschin, Mrs.P. Robel, John 
Chrony, P. tfalayko, S. Makuch,M. Reznik,J. 

l~ Clark, CW. tfladun, P. Ma ticzuk, J. Starecki, Clemens 
Czepulski, M. Imlah, Mrs.M. Mondrejewski, M. Semenski, John 
Czepulski, Joe Iwanicki, T. Mondrejewski, A. Schivek,J. 
Czepulski, John Jurawicz, John Michalski, Pete Schivek, T. 
Clark, CW. Kohar, George Naherney, Emil Scott, J. 
Chase, AW. Kameka, Thos. Nejedli, John Stryck, John 
Czernowski, M. Kulbaba, Yurko Nowakowski, J. Shaw & Nozek :% 

Chrapiewe, O. Kulbaba, D. Nudwiecki, J. Sweteck, Frank 
c_ 

Cewe, Peter Kulbaba, F. Nikokan, F. Sternuck, J. 
Cewe, Lawrence Kranz, M.C Nozek,- Schreyer, Pete 
Czembar, Jno. Kirwain,J. Omicinsky, M. Smolinski, P. 
Chambers, P. Kubush, John Okoliza, A Sokoloski, P. 
Chraplewe, P. Kubush, Frank Ozaluck, John Smolinski, J. 
Carlisle, Don Kronchuck, T. Oleszenik, L. Servelo, M. 
Door,M. Krasnowski, Pete Omicinsky, Joe Straska, F. 
Denys, Pete Klimesz, W. Pannas, M. Schreyer, Geo. ~3~ 
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Szach, Ph. Shaw,Jos. Woloslowicz, M. Weselock, W. 
Schreyer, Jacob Trouton, W. Watson, Arthur Walkewicz, A 
Shumelak, F. Temkow, P. Wawryozin, Paul Wolanowszuk, P. 
Smelquist, G. Temkow, B. Wacawl, Jno. Wrobel,J. 
Strauss, J. Trojanowski, John Weselock, Thos. Yatchu, W. 
Strauss, P. Trojanowski, S. Wouswioricz, Joe Zolondek, John 
Smolink,- Temko, L. Wanless, S.A Z u brizki, K. 
Stupack, Jno. Urbanski, W. Wpg.Gen.Hospital 

POLLING SUB-DIVISION NO.5 ,-

Adsit, AM. Henecy, F. Libik, John Sabadach, T. 
Amberg,J. Holigrocki, W. Melnik, M. Salaticki, P. 
Abarzuk,J. Huthnak, Thos. Mazur, F. Switich, F. 
Acaster, John Huska, Fred Molinski, P. Switish, M. 
Acaster, S. Hlady, S. Molinski, F. Shumalak, S. : 

Bohoy, H. Huska,P. Morwick, Alex Shumalak,W. 
Bariz, David Johimas, Stephan Murmyllo, S. Sidebottom, Geo. 
Bzosa, A. Kozira, N. Moskwin, John Stanko, John 
Bolezuk, F. Kosira, Pete Molinski, Mike Smorinski, Frank 
Bruchaski, - Kost,O. Macdonald, H.J. Stupak, S. 
Bedrik,- Kost,John Mroz,M. Sokoloski, Jno. 
Befzrik, T. Kotun, R. Marias, Mrs.J. Stryk, Marie 
Billy, John Kozira, J. Maxine, F. Taylor, E.H. 
Besarabowicz, Mrs. Kindefora, John Malik,J. Trumbo, Andrew 
Berka, D. Krouchuk, O. Nowakowski, S. Tymczuk, K. 
Bunio, M. Krouchuk, Jos. Nicodan, John Trapp, Wm. 
Bauschka, Paul Krouchuk, Wasel Nowakowski, J. Trapp, Albert 
Billy, P. Kowalchuk, O. Omicinski, - Trapp, Gus 
Blosko, T. Kasmerski, M. Omicinski, W. V enger, John 
Bauschke, Aug. Kruk, S. Oliva, Peter Weselock, K. 
Czerski,J. Kolton, Stefan Polecek, Joe Wonsworcz, J. 
Crumer, T. Kyrylo, John Pesezuk, J. Wachal, W. 
Cherney, P. Kucz,J. Przednowick, F. Weselock, Michael 
Dumas,John Kraemer, K. Polecek, L. Wenzel, August 
Dumas, Jos. Kucz, A. Pwinski,- Wenger, John 
Duma,- Kolton,M. Pasecznik, John Wenzel, John 
Dudo, F. Krozig, Wm. Pariz, S. Wyrzykowski, Mrs. 
Engel, F.A Karanka, Stefan Rogalski, M. Weinschenk, H. 
East.Man.Land Co. Kolton, R. Ried, W.B. Yasowick, W. 
Eusasleski, - Klemm, L. Roshko,J. Yanecza, Carl 
Felik, Yerko Lysecki,J. Rogalski, L. Yanecza,-
Fostz, Stefan Leski, K. Straska, F. Yens a, Wasyl 
Golombioski, J. Lysack, F. Siriel, A Yedlowski, F. 
Gursko, John L uchka, John Sikora, S. Zmurk,J. 
Gursko,P. Luchka, Y. Spiroden, Romah Zegarlicki, W. 
Gutnacht, Albert Liebman, D.A Stupak, M. Zabatocki, Hko. 
Grech, Thos. Luczsryn, Frank Stepanek, L. Zendler, W. 
Gusta, M. 
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Brokenhead Today! 

During the more recent years, Council has 
continued to strive to maintain the high standard of 
service the ratepayers have been accustomed to. In 
years of heavy snowfall and a quick thaw when 
several people experienced severe flooding, Council 
has developed a program where the large caterpillar 
tractors are fitted with snowplows and driven down 
the bottom of the large drains, thus greatly reducing 
the possibility of flooding in many areas. Since the 
implementation of this service the miles of ditches 
opened in this fashion each spring has more than 
tripled due to its success in reducing the backup of 
spring run-off. Council has also purchased a Mack 
truck tractor and a belly dump semi-trailer for 
gravelling municipal roads. Also purchased was a 
Volvo 1240 Wheel loader to improve gravel loading 
capabilities and speed up gravel hauling. The rock 
crusher purchased in the 60's was sold and gravel 
crushing is now done by private contractors. A 
member of Council has been elected as a director of 
the Union of Manitoba Municipalities representing 
the Eastern District. Reeve Baker was elected as 
Eastern Zone Director in 1980. This District 
encompasses 24 municipalities and five local 
government districts. It is the largest district in the 
Province. 

The Union of Manitoba Municipalities is an 
organization made up of all the rural municipalities 
in Manitoba, which, as an organization, makes 
recommendations to the Provincial Government 
for changes and improvements to the Acts of 
Legislature. Also a part of the Union is the 
Municipal Trading Company which has collective 
purchasing power and therefore offers member 
municipalities savings on various municipal re
quirements. 

One of the key results of the spirit of co
operation established between the R.M. of 
Brokenhead and the Town of Beausejour as well as 
the Village of Garson has been the decision to share 
equally the costs of operating and the equal-partner 
ownership of the local Beausejour-Brokenhead Fire 
Department and Ambulance Services. In 1981 an 
agreement was struck between the Town of 
Beausejour and the R.M. of Brokenhead to vest fifty 
percent share ownership of all the assets of the Fire 
Departmen t which was the property of the Town of 
Beausejour, to each Municipality. In return, the 
R.M. of Brokenhead divested itself of fifty percent 
ownership in favour of the Town of Beausejour of 
the waste disposal grounds consisting of some 80 
acres wholly in the R.M. of Brokenhead. 
Immediately following this trade-off agreement, 
the two Municipal bodies consented to extend the 
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existing fire hall building on Park Avenue in order to 
accommodate the extended activities of the local 
Fire Department. This was made necessary in part 
because of the formation of the 'Mutual Aid' 
District, in which fire departments in the Eastern 
Region share information and responsibilities in 
fire-fighting and emergency-measures activities. 

The Council has for a number of years been a 
member of the Manitoba Good Road Association 
with Reeve Baker becoming 2nd Vice President of 
this organization during 1981. An annual event of 
this organization is the Home Grounds Awards 
program whereby each municipality nominates a 
particular yard site which council feels is worthy of 
recognition. 

Over the past years the following were 
Provincial District Winners in that category: 

Alex and Esther Rattai 
Mark Hewko 
Morris and Lena Hnatiuk 
Harry and Helen L ysak 
Arvid and Elta Larson 
Eric and Stefanie Fuerst 
The Rural Municipality of Brokenhead has 

also won awards for services such as Best Kept 
Roads, Most Improvement in Municipal Roads and 
Highest Standard of Mile of Road Built. 

The Municipality has in excess of 560 miles of 
road and road allowances within its jurisdiction. 

For several years, the Council has been 
repairing and replacing many of the bridges 
constructed in the Municipality in the early years. 
During 1980 an engineering firm was contracted to 
prepare a bridge study report on all bridges within 
its jurisdiction. The study has proven to be 
invaluable in the decision to replace or repair the 
bridge crossings. A drive through the municipality 
reveals the number of replacements already com
pleted with several very large culverts being used as 
bridge replacements. 

In 1980, to commemorate the appointment of 
Edward Schreyer as Governor-General of Canada, 
the Council designed an emblem to portray the 
Municipality. Symbolic of the area, the emblem 
depicts the origin of the name "Brokenhead" by the 
broken head of the River and the attributes of the 
area, focusing on agriculture and recreation. 

The Offices of the Brokenhead River Planning 
District were moved to the Brokenhead Municipal 
Office in 1979 because the Secretary-Treasurer of 
the Municipality, Wayne Omichinski, also serves as 
the Development Officer of the Brokenhead River 
Planning District. With the extra work load 
involved, Debbie Hlady was hired onto the staff 



serving both offices as an assistant. The Office staff 
now consists of Wayne Omichinski, Secretary
Treasurer; Lorraine Baker, Assistant Secretary
Treasurer; and Debbie Hlady, Assistant Develop
ment Officer. 

Most evident in recent times is the mood or 
spirit of the people in the area. Where at one time 
one might have observed an adversary attitude in 
the person-to-person dealings between individuals 
and more so in the a tti tude of the individual towards 
the community, there now appears to be a greater 
measure of compassion and concern displayed. A 
realiza tion of a 'coming of age' phenomenon seems 
to have emerged. The invisible curtain between 
country and town has lifted. 

At this moment, the community is planning a 
local community centre complex, spearheaded by 
the Brokenhead River Recreational District. It will 
take the effort of all individuals and local groups, as 
well as the municipal bodies, to establish such a 

centre. 
In closing, may we quote our most distin

guished native son, His Excellency, The Governor 
General of Canada, the Honourable Edward R. 
Schreyer, in his address to Queen Elizabeth during 
Manitoba's Centennial Celebration in July of 1970: 
"and with the leaven of a hundred different races, 
we have built our people and our character of gen tIe 
tolerance." "With God's help we will continue as 
well as we have begun - with determination, 
imagination and energy, in gentleness and in 
prosperity." 

Editor's Note: 
Since Edna J. Kozyra left the R.M. of 

Brokenhead in 1978, the most recent developments 
have been recorded by Reeve Clarence Baker, 
present Secretary-Treasurer Wayne Omichinski 
and Bill Kozyra, whose contributions are contained 
in this up-date. 

Eastern Canadian exchange students at Schreyer home. 
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Wasyl Yatchew of Brokenhead 

Brokenhead, Man. 1900; Brokenhead, 
Man., 1900; (Ladywood, Man. P.O. 1923). 
Y A TCHEW, Wasyl, born 1863 in 
Nebyliv, district Kalush, Galicia, Austria, 
(Western Ukraine), died 23 January, 
1933 in Brokenhead. Wife Maria born 2 
June 1869 in Sloboda Nebylivska, distr. 
Kalush, daughter of Dmytro Roshko, died 
18 October 1942 in Ladywood, residing on 
NW-19-14-8-E. I.M. Arrived in Canada on 
S.S.NUMIDIAN, landing at Quebec 13 June 
1892. HGR Vo1.19. 1900. No.82865. Date 
of Application: 5 May 1900. Name: Wasyl 
Jaciw. Homestead: NW-19-14-8-E. I.M. 
Applic. No. 16044. Distr. No. 1. List 
NO.971. Patent granted Wasyl (William). 

Yatchew (Jaciw) settled on NW-19-14-8-
E.I.M. as squatter in 1896 and had to wait 
until 1900 for the release of the quarter 
section of homestead entry. Naturalization 
granted 17 Oct. 1900. Queen's Bench Crt. 
Winnipeg. Name: Wasyl Jaciw. Residence: 
Brokenhead, Man. Occupation: Farmer. 
Former residence: Galicia. CRDM of 1923 
does not show Range 8 on map. 
Son Frank born 1893 in Winnipeg, educated 
at Ladywood and Teulon, attended Teachers' 
Training Seminary and taught schools in 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan; later moved 
to Windsor, Onto He was the first child to 
be born to Ukrainian parents in Canada. 
Son John born 1895 in Winnipeg, educated 
in Ladywood and Teulon, obtained his B.A. 
degree from the University of Saskatchewan 
and his LL.B. degree from the University of 
Manitoba, 1926. Continued post-graduate 
studies at the University of Alberta where 
he obtained his M.A. degree; he proceeded 
then to the University of Chicago and took 
post-graduate studies in Criminal Law and 
Pedagogy. For further post-graduate studies 
he went to the University of Michigan and 

81 

was awarded the degree of Doctor of 
Juristic Science (S.J.D.), the first Canadian 
to obtain such degree. He also took one 
year medical studies to assist him in medico
legal cases involving personal injuries. In 
1933 admitted to Ontario Bar, in 1948 
appointed K.C., practicing law in Windsor, 
Onto until his death in 1958. Married 23 
July 1949 to Nadia Yatchew (no relation), 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Yatchew of 
'Halych, Western Ukraine. Dr. John Yatchew 
died in Windsor, Onto 6 October 1958 and 
was survived by his wife Nadia, two daughters 
and two brothers, Joseph of Windsor, Ont. 
and Frank of Winnipeg; one sister, Mrs. N. 
Neyedly of Winnipeg (Svoboda/Liberty, 
Jersey City N.J. 18 Oct. 1958. Obit. of Dr. 
John Yatchew). 
Mrs. Maria Yatchew, wife ofWasyl, born in 
Sloboda Nebylivska, died 18 October 1942 
in Ladywood aged 73. Maria Roshko 
married Wasyl Yatchew 11 June 1889 in 
Nebyliv, and three years later, in 1892 they 
emigrated to Canada. For some time they 
resided in Winnipeg, both engaged in 
seasonal work to save money necessary to 
start farming. In 1896 the family settled on 
homestead in Ladywood, and remained on 
the farm all their lives. Maria Yatchew and 
survived by three sons, Dr. John Yatchew 
of Windsor, Ont, FrankYatchewin Winnipeg 
and Joseph Yatchew a school teacher in 
Ladywood; brother Wasyl Roshko of Red
water, Alta.; two sisters in the old country. 
Mrs. Anna Kowalchuk of Sloboda Nebylivska, 
and Paraska Roshko of Krasne, distr. Kalush. 
(U.V. 4 Nov. 1942. Obit. of Mrs. Maria 
Yatchew). 

- V. J. Kaye, Editor: Dictionary of Ukrainian 
Canadian. Biography: Pioneer Settlers of 
Manitoba (1891-1900) (Ukrainian Canadian 
Research Foundation, Toronto, 1975) p.222 



Childhood Memories 
By Laura Huntley Bruce 

On any clear and frosty night 
after a fall of snow 
How beautiful you looked to me 
dear little town I used to know; 
How safe you seemed, how snug, 
wrapped in your winter rug. 
When lamp-shine softly streaming 
from windows here and there 
Reflected, in its golden light 
a million diamonds gleaming 
from every drift of white, 
I pondered, in my childish mind 
If heaven could be as bright, 
When the grass had greened-up in the spring; 
When, from the fields around the meadow larks 
were brightly carolling, 
It was a happy place to be. 
Behind our home lay vacant land -
- part pasture and part wood -
Where in the evenings fireflies danced 
As only fireflies could; 
Where purple violets grew in shady places, 
bluebells and tiger lilies in more open spaces; 
Where, by the end of June, the wild rose bloom 
Distilled for us her delicate perfume. 
All summer long we fed upon 
the bounty of the woods -
Wild strawberries and blackberries 
Saskatoons and choke cherries, 
Wild pincherries and plums; 
But, as the days of August sped away 
We children, in our favorite haunts of play 
Could sense the changing rhythm of the year 
and knew we soon would hear sweet summer's parting knell 
As rung upon that Carillon our Kimberley School bell. 
To school! To school! It loudly called 
And we obeyed - half eager, half appalled. 
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The History Of Garson: 
By Sophie Galka 

L Beginnings 

"The Hill" as Garson was once known, is 
situated on Highway 44 some thirty miles northeast of 
Winnipeg. It is now a very quiet village of 315 
residents, but it began as a boom town at the tum of 
the century. Since its economy was based on 
limestone used in building and since construction is 
the first industry to be affected by a recession, it 
underwent "boom and bust" cycles. Today all that is 
left of a once vibrant industry on "The Hill" is one 
quarry and several yawning pits. 

Were it not for the bed of limestone 1 Y2 miles 
long and Y2 mile wide lying under a very light 
overburden, Garson would probably not have come 
into existence. Not only is the stone easily accessible 
(the overburden being only 4 feet to 18 feet in depth) it 
is the finest building stone in the world. 

Tyndall stone or tapestry stone as it is sometimes 
called because of its unique and decorative fern-like 
mottling, was not always so highly prized by builders. 
Hacked and hewed into ungainly shapes, its rough 
surfaces caught the dirt and soot of the city. For years 
Tyndall stone was synonymous with grime. 

The turning point came in 1921 with the 
opening of the Manitoba Legislative Building. Visitors 
and Manitobans alike were impressed by the subdued 
beauty of the limestone exterior of the stately domed 
building. Natives of the Province were both surprised 
and proud to learn that the stone had been quarried 
locally. Frank Simon, a noted British architect who 
was consultant in the planning and construction of 
the Legislative Building, described Tyndall stone as 
the best stone he had ever seen. 

Despite all this favorable publiCity, the stone 
did not receive ready acceptance. Suggested for the 
Eaton's store in Toronto, the stone was first subjected 
to many tests. It proved superior to imported stone. 
The store, the second largest building in the world 
when completed, helped to promote Tyndall stone. 

One can go to any city in Canada and see 
Garson limestone gracing buildings. Among the most 
outstanding of these buildings are Great West Life 
Building, Saskatchewan Legislature, Eatons in Mont
real and Toronto, Royal York Hotel. Banff Springs 
Hotel. St.Roch Church in Quebec and the Federal 
Building in Ottawa to name just a few. The facade of 
Canada House on Trafalgar Square in London is also 
made of Tyndall stone. 

There is an almost inexhaustible supply in the 
Garson area. Geological examinations have set the 
depth of the limestone beds at 400 feet. though 
quality may decrease with depth. The mottled 
limestone comes both in creamy buff and bluish gray. 

The overburden is pushed back by bulldozers 
and diamond saws cut stone beds into strips. The 
blocks are hoisted by fork lift and hauled to the 
finishing plant where they are processed. They are 
then shipped by truck or rail to their destination in 
Canada or the U.S.A. 

The beds in the quarry are marked alphabetically 
for the guidance of the workers. Often a builder will 
visit the quarry to select personally the limestone 
from the stratum which he feels will best suit his 
needs. 

II The Quarries 

There are several stories concerning the dis
covery of stone in the Garson area. The most likely 
one is that a farmer named Gunn struck limestone 
while digging a well. 

No one knows exactly when the first quarry was 
opened but it is believed to have occurred between 
1896 and 1898. However, some reports indicate that 
quarries may have been in operation as early as 1894. 

There were small quarries on farms. Among 
these were two south of Garson near the power line 
and one east of the village. 
1. Hazel Quarry - on what was once the farm of Jim 

Hazel (uncle to George Reedle). 
2. Malmstrom Quarry - on Charles Malmstrom's farm. 
3. Cutter Quarry - on a farm on the Henryville road. 
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The Sinclair and Strindland Quarries were both 
located north of the railroad tracks in the Tyndall 
area. 

John Gunn, Willian Henry and Alexander Henry 
also owned quarry property, but it is not clear whether 
they did any of the quarrying themselves. Gunn later 
leased his land on royalty to other companies. 

Gunn's Quarry 

Gunn's Quarry was a large excavation (now 
filled in) just east of the present Gillis Quarry. It was 
said that Gunn was responsible for the building of the 
tall lime kilns-those picturesque and historic land
marks on Highway 44. 



Shop, early 1900's. 

Double diamond saw at Garson big plant. 
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Garson Quarry 

The first large quarry was opened by Wm. Garson, 
the father of Stuart Garson, Premier of Manitoba from 
1942 to 1948. Though the family papers state that he 
started the quarry in 1901, W.A.Parks in his REPORT 
ON THE BUILDING AND ORNAMENTAL STONES OF 
CANADA published in 1915, puts the date at 1898 as 
does Miss Doris Earle whose father followed Wm. 
Garson to the area. Garson, a native of the Orkney Is., 
started as a hod carrier in Ontario before operating a 
quarry in Mille Roche on the St. Lawrence River. 

Recognizing the possibilities of the Garson area 
he moved west. The limestone business boomed and 
the Garson fortune climbed to dizzying heights. Even 
in its infancy the quarry produced 9/10 of the stone 
used by abuilding industry whose operations exceeded 
$6,000,000. 

Garson soon turned his attention to politics 
and became a controller on the Winnipeg City 
Council in 1906. He was also one of the pioneers who 
founded City Hydro. 

In 1911 William Garson was in Calgary on 
construction work for the C.P.R. when he became ill 
with pneumonia. In a week he was dead. 

The assets of the company were liquidated. The 
amount realized after the sale of the assets and 
collection of debts was $159,929.41, a sum that was 
not even half of the book value. Claims by creditors 
amounted to $245,755.74. This was exclusive of a 
claim of $819.59 by John Gunn & Sons and a claim for 
compensation by Casimir Stefaniec for injuries received 
which resulted in the amputation of a leg. Neither 
claim was paid. 

Peter Lyall Sr. of Montreal assumed the debt. 
By 1912 the affairs of Garson Quarries were completely 
wound up and the quarry re-opened under the name 
Wallace Sandstone Company with Peter Lyall as 
president. A grateful community dropped the name 
of its founder, Garson, and adopted the name Lyall 
(and so it remained until 1927 when it was changed 
back to Garson). 

Mr. Lyall, assuming control of what was once 
the Garson Quarry, brought executives from England. 
Mr. Oxton became the head of the entire business. 
When he left to become the Minister of Labour in the 
Manitoba Legislature he was succeeded by James 
Marr from the Indiana and Illinois Works. 

In 1914 there were three large quarries in 
operation. The Wallace Sandstone Co. employing 250 
workers, the G. W. Murray Quarry employing 60 
workers and the Tyndall Quarry Co. with 62 men on its 
payroll. 

The Wallace Sandstone Co. 

The company continued to be known locally as 
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the Garson Quarries. It was situated on the S.W. 
corner of section 10. W. A. Parks' REPORT ON THE 
BUILDING AND ORNAMENTAL STONES OF CANADA 
published in 1915 gives the average wages earned at 
this quarry in 1914: 
Stonecutters 
Machinists 
Planer men 
Blacksmiths 
Crane men 
Diamond saw men 
Channeller and hoist men 
Quarry men 
Gang saw men 
Labourers 

65<1: per hour 
50<1: 
50<1: 
45<1: 
40<1: 
40<1: 
40<1: 
27:\12<1:-30<1: 
25<1: 
25<1: 

Wages at Wallace Sandstone were considerably 
higher than at the other quarries. 

G. W. Murray Quarry 

The Murray Quarry was located on the north
west corner of section 3. The property was leased on 
royalties from John Gunn who owned the greater part 
of the section. Labourers at G. W. Murray were paid 
only 20<1: per hour. 

Some of the long-time residents claim that Mr. 
Murray was merely the foreman of the company 
though W. A. Parks seems to indicate otherwise. 

Tyndall Quarry 

Tyndall Quarry was really a syndicate of four 
stone supply companies: Oliver & Manson, Menzies & 
Mcintyre, Winnipeg Stone Co., and Western Stone 
Co., which purchased property from William Henry. 
Joseph Bourgeault. the owner of Western Stone Co. 
became manager. After three years, Western Stone 
Co:s interests were purchased by the other partners. 
Mr. Bourgeault bought quarry property from John 
Gunn with the intention of moving his mill to the 
quarry in Garson in order to save freight charges. 

Western Stone Co. 

Mr. Bourgeault, a native of Quebec, had learned 
both carpentry and stone work at the Auguate Laberge 
contracting firm in Montreal. He had worked on the 
construction of the City Hall in Montreal before 
working on the Quebec Legislative Buildings in 
Quebec. In his memoirs he recalls discovering skulls 



Carving they used todo in Garson Quarry fora bank out west. Channeller. 

L 

Old swimming hole west of the stone lime kiln. 
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and bones at the site during the excavation for the 
Legislative Building. This was the actual battle
ground of the Battle of the Plains of Abraham in 1759. 

When the stone industry came to a standstill in 
Eastern Canada. Joseph Bourgeault came to Manitoba 
via St. Paul, Minnisota. Here he started the Winnipeg 
Stone Co. Later he sold his interests in the company 
and opened up a new mill in St. Boniface under the 
name Western Stone Co. So began his long contact 
with Garson. 

In 1923 the construction industry in Winnipeg 
was in a slump. Mr. Bourgeault went to Montreal to 
interest builders in Tyndall stone. He was very 
successful in his attempts and signed contracts for St. 
Roch Church in Quebec City. T. Eaton Company 
building and st. Wilobrod Church in Montreal. A 
small yard was built in Montreal to facilitate the work. 

Later the yard was moved to Toronto when the 
company secured contracts for T. Eaton Co. and the 
interior of the Royal York Hotel. 

In 1926 he was awarded the contract for the 
Hudson's Bay Co. building in Winnipeg. Instead of 
shipping the stone to the St. Boniface plant to be 
finished. he had the plant dismantled and shipped to 
Garson. Within 10 days from the dismantling of the 
machines in St. Boniface. the new plant in Garson was 
in operation. 

By 1926 the limestone industry had revived. In 
operation at that time were the Tyndall Quarry Co. 
(opened in 1903). Western Stone (opened about 1906) 
and the Gillis Quarry. 

In 1931 Joseph Bourgeault retired and sold his 
holdings to Carter & Hall. In 1941 Hall. now the sole 
owner. closed down the operation. The property was 
eventually sold to Gillis Quarries. 

Gillis Quarries 

August Gillis came to Canada from Belgium. In 
1910 he started a plant in Winnipeg in which stone 
was cut. In 1915 he purchased quarry property from 
John Gunn & Sons just 1000 feet west of the Western 
Stone Co. quarry. The stone was finished in Winnipeg 
until a fine new plant was built in Garson in 1968. 

Charles Gillis took over the management when 
his father died. He was a good mathematician and did 
extensive stone dimensions himself. 

When Charles Gillis died in the 1950's he was 
succeeded by his two sons. Frank and Bruce. 

The Gillis Quarry which has been run by the 
family for three generations is the only quarry in 
Garson today. In 1973 they purchased the Garson 
Quarry. owned and operated by Sam and Mal Jurovsky. 
Gillis Quarries now owns all the quarry property in 
Garson. 

Garson Quarry (Juravsky's Quarry) 

In 1914 Louis Juravsky bought what had origin
ally been the Garson Quarry for back taxes. Together 
with his sons. Mal and Sam. he developed a plant in 
an old icehouse. 

The quarry was worked on a much smaller scale 
than it once had been. Juravskys started by shipping 
rubble to a paper mill in Kenora. Later they began to 
process architectural stone. The beautiful Museum 
of Natural History in Regina was their first job. 

In 1973 Juravsky sold his plant to Gillis Quarries. 

III People 

Unlike many other communities Garson had an 
international air and a degree of sophistication. 

The Canadian Government had encouraged 
immigration from Britain and the European countries. 
A few had settled on farms in the area even before 
limestone was discovered. There were also people 
from Eastern Canada mOving west. 

The real influx of people began around 1898 
with the opening of William Garson's quarry. the first 
large quarry in the area. Soon after other quarries 
were developed. On their payroll were immigrants 
from many countries. 

Among the employees were the Scottish. English. 
Irish and Welsh stone cutters and masons. Swedish. 
Danish and Norwegian immigrants brought wood 
craft and carpentry as well as stone masons skills. 
The French and German workers were employed on 
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lathes. diamond saws and planers. Experienced stone 
masons came from the Indiana and Illinois quarries. 
Many central Europeans. mainly the Polish and 
Ukrainian. not only worked in the quarries but also 
set down roots in the community by taking up farms 
in he surrounding area. There being no means of 
transportation other than the horse and the bicycle 
they walked to work from Tyndall. Sapton. Melrose. 
Highland. Hazelridge. Mayfield and Seabright. One 
has to wonder at their endurance. 

Exactly when the Doukhabors arrived in Garson 
no one knows. Most moved on but there were still a 
few men living in huts just north of the Garson Quarry 
before World War I. 

The huge stone plant or mill on Garson Quarry 
property was built between 1903 and 1906. Hereafter 
the stone was quarried it was "dressed" - going 



Dinkie. 

Garson, early 1950's. Early 1950's. 

July 5,1980. 
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The first Village of Garson council, about 1915. Council mayor 
Chris Johnson, Rod McKenzie, Hough MacKay, Jack McLeod, 
Harry Pearce, Alex McLeod. 

The log shack Harry Pearce lived in when he first came to 
Canada as a stonecutter in about 1904-05. 
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through the stages of being planed. lathed. fluted. 
dimensioned. cut and polished by masons. Here. too. 
it was trimmed and carved by master craftsmen from 
Italy. 

Among the employees were university graduates 
from Cambridge. Glasgow. Edinburgh. Belgium and 
France. who worked in the large office adjacent to the 
mill. There were architects. draftsmen. artists. math
ematicians and accountants. 

The men tried to brighten the bleak surround
ings. One long time resident remembers the pots of 
red geraniums lining the office's window ledges both 
summer and winter creating a pretty contrast to the 
stark piles of stone and rubble. 

Garson. though rural. had a truly cosmopolitan 
atmosphere. Many languages were spoken and many 
different styles of clothing were worn. Unfamiliar 
customs were introduced. Ladies blushed when 
European men kissed their hands but probably secretly 

enjoyed it. Strange and beautiful music issued from 
workers homes. One young Chinese man who ran a 
laundry still wore a pigtail. 

Young and old alike sang whether at work. 
riding in buggies or walking along the road. Every
body seemed to be able to whistle or carry a tune. 
Curiously enough all games at school seemed to be 
familiar to the children from the different countries. 

Then early in 1917 the great throbbing plant 
burned to the ground. This was almost a death blow 
to the village. A number of employees had settled 
their families in the area. In many cases men had 
brought their wives and children from the "old 
country". Now there was nothing for them to do. 
Many moved to the U.S. and Ontario. Some who 
remained found a little work here and there. Others 
moved to farms opening up. in some cases. as yet 
undeveloped tracts of land. Life in the village ground 
practically to a halt. 

Voters List of the 
Village of Lyall, Manitoba 

for the year 1915 

Almrud. John ............ Stonecutter Fitzwater. J.E. . .......... Laborer 
Amyotte. George ......... Planerman 
Anderson. Berger ......... Engineer Gaudhe. Mrs.C.J. 
Anderson. Mrs.B. ........ . Graham. Joseph ......... Stonecutter 
Anderson. Hjalmer ....... Stonecutter Grenick. Steve ........... Laborer 
Armstrong. Richard ....... Engineer Gretzinger. Wm. . ........ Blacksmith 
Armstrong. Thos. . ........ Foreman Gulko. Joe (Galka) ........ Laborer 
Ashcroft. Wm. . .......... Engineer Gunn. John ............. Contractor 
Ashmore. Theodore ....... Laborer 

Hallett. Alfred ........... Laborer 
Banish. Mike ............ Engineer Harrison. R ............. Engineer 
Banish. Mike ............ Engineer Henry. Wm. . ............ Merchant 
Bochioja. Jos. . .......... Laborer Hoiby. Christian ......... Stonecutter 
Boyasski. Mike .......... Laborer Horosko. Mike ........... Laborer 

Hurtz. Max .............. Laborer 
Campbell Hyde. John ............. Laborer 
Cathcard. John .......... Laborer 
Chaffy. B.E. . ............ RE.Agent Jacobs. Mickel ........... Laborer 
Clammann. Mrs.B. Johnson. Chas. . ......... Merchant 
Coleman. Chas. . ......... Engineer Johnson. Christ .......... Dairyman 
Collins. Robt. . ........... Stonecutter Jones. rhos .............. Laborer 
Cook. Wm ............... Carpenter Jordan. Harry ............ Laborer 

Johnson. Bernard ........ L.S. 
Duley.Frank ............. Laborer 
Dulrinkx. Luis ........... Stonecutter Keneroski. Joe ........... Blacksmith 
Dunn. Wm .............. Merchant KlingbeIl, Fred 

KlingbeIl. Henery ........ L.S. 
Eades. Mrs.Wm .......... B.H.Keeper Koltola. Mike ............ Laborer 
Earle. Wm. . ............. Engineer Komedoski. Stanley ...... Laborer 
Elloms. Mrs.W.W. Kwiatkowski. J.K. ........ Farmer 
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Larson. Hans ............ Carpenter Neilsen. N.P. . ........... Merchant 
Larson. Olaf ............. Stonecutter Nvovsky. John ........... Laborer 
Lathwen. Paul 
Lindstrom. Mrs. . ........ . Olsen. August ........... Planerman 
Lulicke. B. Osterberg. Oscar ......... Merchant 
Lundgren. R ............ Engineer Ostrowski. Martin ........ Laborer 

Oxton. S.C. 
Magnuson. M. . .......... Laborer 
Magnuson. Chas .......... L.S. Pearce. Harry ............ Engineer 
Magnuson. S ............. Farmer Peterson. Martin ......... Merchant 
Marklund. Ed. . .......... Laborer Peterson. Nels ........... Agent 
Malmstrom. C ............ Engineer Pelbeam. Mrs.Ada ........ Widow 
Marr. Jas. . .............. Supt. Pyontek. Andrie .......... Laborer 
Marocheck. And. 

(Mroczek) ............ Laborer Selstedt. Nils ............ Laborer 
Martin. John ............ Laborer Shaw. Mrs.Davis ......... Widow 
Mattson. Axel ........... Engineer Skalin. John ............. Laborer 
Maute. Joe .............. Stonecutter Standard Trust Co. . ...... Bankers 
Marocheck. Karl 

(Mroczek) ............ Laborer Tatelman. H. . ........... Merchant 
Morrison. Kenny ......... Engineer Tetro. J.J ................ Farmer 
Morwick. John ........... Laborer Thorburn. Chas. . ........ Engineer 
Murray. A.E .............. Farmer 
Murray. W.D ............. Foreman Vincent. Geo ............. RE. 
Murray. Angus ........... Engineer 
Murray. Norman ......... Engineer Wallace Sandstone Co ..... Contractors 
Muena. Simon ........... Laborer Wallberg. Mrs.P. . ........ Widow 
McKay. Hugh ............ Stonecutter Wichuk. Simon .......... Laborer 
Mckenzie. RC ............ Engineer Widmark. Victor ......... Laborer 
Mclean. John ............ Foreman Willaimson. James ....... Laborer 
McLeod. A.M. . .......... Sawyer Wilson. Chas. 
McLeod. Donald ......... Laborer 
McLeod. Jack ........... Farmer Yankovitch. I. ........... Merchant 
McLeod. Norman ........ Laborer 

IV. Work 

The first by product of the limestone was lime 
which was much in demand for use in mortar. The 
quarries produced it by the carload. 

Horses drew the dump carts uphill to the kilns 
which burned steadily day and night. Thousands of 
cords of wood were required to keep the kilns gOing. 
All winter sleighs hauled cords of wood not only from 
Tyndall but also as far away as Beaconia and Molson. 
These long trains of sleighs were a familiar sight to the 
residents. 

Two railway tracks ran through Garson to the 
C.P.R line. One track ran from the depth of the Gillis 
Quarry parrellel to Highway 44. At the Hearyville 
intersection it turned N.E. to the Tyndall depot. The 
small locomotives used to haul the stone were 
referred to as "dinkies". At one time there was also a 
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street car on this "dinky" track which transported 
workmen from Tyndall to the quarries. 

From 300 to 400 men working in three shifts 
kept the quarries going 24 hours a day six days a week. 
At the peak of activity up to 600 men were employed. 

The sun beat down mercilessly on the men in 
the pit. The work was back breaking. but the man 
never seemed to stop for a rest. There were no tea and 
coffee breaks. Young boys got jobs as "water boys" 
and constantly carried a water pail among the men 
who drank from a common dipper. In spite of this 
there was always a line-up of men looking for work. 
Anyone fired was easily replaced. 

Picks and shovels were used to break the stone 
from the top beds. This stone was shovelled into 
wagons and hauled away. The rubble (broken stone) 



First school in Garson, 1907, teacher Mrs. Bodman. 

Second Prosperity School on Hazel's farm Lyall (Garson). 
Teacher was Mrs. Toll. 
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Old school first burned in 1924 and again in 1957. 

Evelyn and some of the kids at school. Notice bare feet. 

Ernie Margeson and two students, Christine and Jeanette 
Szalanski. 

Garson School after the fire. 

Parade from Garson to Tyndall. 
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was either discarded or used for lime. When a stone 
bed was exposed the stone was cut by channelling 
machines and blasted apart with dynamite or blasting 
powder or broken off with huge hammers. The stab 
was raised and holes were drilled with an air drill on 
either end of the desired length of stone. Wedges 
were driven into the holes to split the slabs into 
blocks. These blocks were then lifted out by a derrick 
and loaded onto flat cars for shipment or moved to 
the shops. 

Stone beds were cut with channelling machines 
run by steam boilers which constantly had to be 
refilled with coal. (Today this cutting is done with 
diamond saws.) During channelling. water was 
sprayed to keep the saws cool as well as to keep the 
dust down. Sometimes the blocks would have big 
holes from the fossils and would have to be discarded. 

First. rough blocks were shipped to builders. 
Later. they were "dressed" before shipment. The 
stone was lifted with a crane onto a bench. measured 
to the size required. and cut with a diamond saw that 
had diamond studded teeth. Then it was planed much 
in the way wood is planed. Polishers using water and 
a spinner polished it on all sides until it was as 
smooth and shiney as glass. The stone was then ready 
for shipment. 

As shipments were made from Tyndall and the a 
name Tyndall appeared on the bills-of-Iading. the 

stone came to be called Tyndall stone. There was as 
yet no name for the area in which the quarries were 
located. It was merely referred to as "The Hill" 
because of the huge mounds of earth which were 
scraped off the surface to expose the beds of lime
stone. Even after Garson became a village. the stone 
continued to be known as Tyndall stone. 

Stone was also carved by master craftsmen 
from Italy. One of these carvings was a statue of an 
Indian with his hunting dog and musket. Another was 
a sheaf of wheat with each kernel delicately detailed. 
These carvings were done by various shapes and sizes 
of chisels. Large objects were first "roughed in" with 
hammer and point by workers called roughers. When 
this was done the carvers set to work with their 
chisels. 

Once completed. the carvings were very care
fully loaded into carts and packed in wood shavings. 
The men wore gloves when handling them to avoid 
the risk of scratching or marring the beautiful finished 
piece. 

Carvers also fashioned bird baths. urns and 
flower pots which found their way to the lawns of 
fashionable homes. 

The work which once required a great number 
of workers can now be done by a relative few. Only 
about 2S men work at the quarry at present. 

V. Recreation and Social Life 

Though the men worked a hard eight to ten 
hour day six days a week. they had enough vitality left 
for competetive sports and fun-filled Sunday ex
cursions. 

For outings families would hire a horse and 
buggy from the Garson Quarry stables. On an early 
Sunday summer morning as many as 12 buggies 
would start off for Selkirk or Lockport for a picniC. It 
was an all day affair with a great deal of SOcializing. 

Each summer the Garson quarry men planned 
excursions by train. There were trips to Winnipeg 
Beach. Grand Beach and Kenora. Well-stocked picnic 
baskets were always taken along. 

From 1912 to 1921 the men played weekly 
games of soccer. cricket and baseball. Three well
organized Water Galas were held in the deep part of 
the Garson Quarry excavation between 1919 and 
1922. 

Some Ontario men tried to introduce lacrosse 
but the game simply did not catch on. 

In winter hockey was the most popular sport 
with both men's and women's teams participating. 
(From 1933 to 1940 Emily Pearce played with the 
Winnipeg Olympics - a three-time national champion-
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ship contender.) There was a beautiful rink with long 
garlands of electric lights and a warm skate house just 
east of the Garson Quarry plant. Later frozen quarry 
ponds were used for hockey and skating. 

Boys had sleigh dogs and dog sled races were 
held every winter until 1921 or 1922. 

Among the Quarrymen. there were many with 
musical and acting talents. There were fine singers 
from Wales among whom were Harry Pearce. Dave 
McLaren and J.R.Williams. There was Robert Collins 
with his concertina. From Cheapside. London. came 
the Cockneys. J.Fitzwater. R.Cox and others who put 
on music hall skits at school concerts. 

Mr. Onton. superintendent at Wallace Sand
stone. and graduate of Cambridge University. was an 
accomplished pianist and introduced the people to 
classical music. Then came Ralph Ernie Margeson. 
music teacher. organist and pianist. with music 
degrees from Nova Scotia. Though steeped in the 
classics. he also played the popular music of the day 
as he was often the sole musician at the weekly 
dances held either in Pearce's Hall or the Tyndall 
Orange Hall. In 1921 he moved to Selkirk and became 
a pianist for the silent movies. He was also a band 



Harry Pearce and Hugh MacKay, early 1900's, having a game 
of cards. 

Grandpa and Billy Earle, having a chat. 

After mill burned down. Garson girls hockey team, 1920's. 
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leader and church organist. In 1939 he returned to 
Garson where he gave piano lessons and played the 
organ in St. Andrews Church. 

Sandy McIssack from the plant office, organized 
"Smokers" for the men each month. They were both 
intellectual and musical affairs. All men attending 
were expected to contribute. 

Victor Carman, a draftsman from Chicago, and 
a nephew of Bliss Carman, the well-known Canadian 
poet, was also a poet and a writer and would give 
readings at the "Smokers". He was considered a great 
wit. (Carman's wife was an artist.) 

Once a year Mr. McIssack would invite the 
women to the affairs which were held in Pearce's Hall 
or Nels Peterson's boarding house. It was considered 
the social event of the year. 

July 1, Dominion Day, was always celebrated 
with enthusiasm. The quarry employees organized 
picnics for young and old alike which lasted from 8 
a.m. to 10 or 11 p.m. Mr. Charles Pearce would set off 
sky rockets to end a fun-filled day of races of every 
description, tug of war, baseball, ice cream, jersey 
cream and ginger beer pops. 

One of the activities which did not turn out as 
happily as the well-meaning promoters had hoped, 
was the Beautiful Baby Competition. Irate mothers 
held grudges. The last one was held in 1912. 

World famous entertainers were performing in 
Winnipeg even before the turn of the century. There 
were no concert halls until the Winnipeg Auditorium 
(built of Tyndall limestone) was opened circa 1930. 
Performances were given in the old Walker Theatre, 
Grace Church, Congregational Church, and many 
other places. Mr. Ed. Bathgate, principal of the 
school, arranged trips to several Shakespearean plays 
presented by the Sir Martin Harvey Co. from England 
as well as the San Carlos Opera Co. from California. 
These were outings for students and parents who took 
care of the transportation. Occasionally the young 
people went in parties to Winnipeg to attend movies. 
It was also a treat to go to the cinema in Selkirk. 

Card parties (usually whist) were held in Pearce's 
Hall and in private homes from 1918 on. Of course 
cards had always been a favorite pastime of the men 
during the winter months when the quarry had to 
close down. They would gather in groups in homes 
and play endlessly. 

A jazz band under Bobbie Smith came out from 
Winnipeg once or twice a month during the summer 
beginning with 1922. Both young and old enjoyed it. 

One of the favorite haunts of the young crowd 
during the 20's and the early 30's was the hill behind 
Garson Quarry. Here they would have their corn and 
weiner roasts. Here, too, they would hold their school 
picnics. In winter there was tobogganing followed by 
house parties and the popular bean feasts. Many can 
still remember the huge pots of savory pork and 
beans. The hill is no longer there and instead of 
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picnicing parties, people go there to pick choke
cherries. 

Children amused themselves with skipping 
ropes, jacks, dibs (marbles), baseball and swimming. 

Books were widely read. The school had an 
excellent library of both popular and profound works. 
Popular authors were Rex Beach, Jack London, 
J.O.Curwood, Zane Grey, Harold Bell Wright and Gene 
Stratton Porter. Adults read the more serious works of 
Dumas, Sir Thomas Carlyle, Henryk Sienkiewicz, 
Tolstoi, Thoreau and Dostoievsky. 

Though housework took -up most of the day, 
women also raised big gardens and kept poultry, pigs 
and even cows. Nonetheless, they had time for 
outside interests. They were very active in Women's 
Aid groups and Sunday school. 

There were social occasions such as church 
and school activities, bazaars, silver teas and the ever 
popular box social. Ladies would decorate boxes 
elaborately with crepe paper, ribbons, etc. The boxes 
would contain lunch prepared for two. They were 
auctioned off, usually at a dance. Gentlemen would 
bid on them not knowing whom they belonged to 
(though this of course was not always a secret). The 
owner of the box and the successful bidder shared the 
contents after the auction. Very often the money 
raised at these social events went for some cause 
such as helping out a widowed mother. 

The Boys and Girls Clubs sponsored by the 
Department of Education and the Agricultural College 
were the forerunners of the 4-H Clubs. Girls took up 
canning, cooking, sewing, and art. Boys would raise a 
calf, pig or colt and take up woodcraft. In the fall 
there would be a big fair held both at the school and at 
Nels Peterson's boarding house. The club was 
organized around 1919. 

From 1914 to 1920 sewing circle classes were 
held in many homes. Women from European and 
British backgrounds who were proficient in hand 
craft skills taught the girls. This was always f:jllowed 
by a delicious lunch. 

In the 1930's Mrs. Hugh (Clara) McKay, (I former 
teacher, saw the need for an organization which 
would offer guidance to the young people. She began 
the Girl Guides in Garson. 

The members of st. Andrew's Church organized 
the Garson Ladies Club. From 1946 to 1961 they 
worked tirelessly raising funds for the church. 
Likewise, in 1961 a short-lived Catholic Women's 
League was organized under the presidency of Mrs. 
Olga Obirek. The ladies sewed new cassoclcs for the 
altar boys and raised money which went toward the 
painting and decorating of the church interior. 

Social activities in the village, however, finally 
became almost non existent - until the Manitoba 
Centennial brought about renewed community con
sciousness. 



The first store in Garson. Preacher Peterson with team, 
Mr.and Mrs.Charles Johnson owners of store. Preacher 
Peterson's farm was north of where the railroad track crossed 
the highway between Garson and Tyndall. House being built 
was Robert Johnson's, before he went to the Boer War, and was 
completed when he came home before leaving with the 1st 
Princess Pats Reg., to leave Winnipeg in 1914-15. 

Chas. and Helena Johnson in front of the 2nd store built in 
1902. 
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On January 8, 1970 the Garson Centennial Club 
was organized to prepare the celebrations for Manitoba's 
Centennial. Officers were elected to serve on the 
Centennial Committee: President-June Kotchon 
Vice-President-Adele Domanski; Secretary-Frances 
Zinnick; and Treasurer-Adeline Szalanski. 

The effort was so successful that it was decided 
to continue the organization. Their goal was the 
building of a community centre. 

With unflagging determination the members 
set to work raising money for the projected hall. 
There were smorgasbord socials - the food being 
prepared in the homes and transported hot in roasters. 
There were perogy sales, the perogies being made in 
the homes and handled by Mrs. Strembicky at the 
post-office. There were social evenings at Hazelridge 
and Teddy's Place in Tyndall. Raffles were held. At 
Christmas, groups went out carolling. 

Finally in the fall of 1976 construction on the 
hall began, much of it with volunteer labour. In 1977 
the hall was completed and opened. However, in 
spite of the money raised by various activities and 
assistance from the Lotteries Commission, there was 
still a debt to be cleared. 

With renewed effort the members threw them
selves into raising the money to payoff the debt. 
There were more smorgasbord dinners and more 
perogy sales and more social evenings. But with the 
hall they could now introduce another fund raiser
the sophisticated Bingo games and the popular 
Nevadas. Three years of hard work paid off. On 
November IS, 1980 the members gathered at the 
community centre for the mortgage burning. 

There was also a renewed interest in sports, 
baseball in summer and broomball in winter. 

VL Stores and Businesses 
The Thompsons, who came from Ontario, opened 

the first store just north of the present Garson Garage. 
Thompson Avenue was named after this pioneer. By 
1900 there were two stores, Thompsons and one at the 
east end owned by Mr. Charles Johnson. 

Mr. Johnson was an enterprising man who 
came to Canada from England via Bombay, India, 
where he worked as an engineer for the Greater Indian 
Peninsula Railroad. He left India for Canada in 1875 
and settled in Balmoral, Manitoba, before moving to 
Garson. He built his first store in 1900 and a second, 
larger one in 1902. 

Johnson's store was a typical Emporium. Ithad 
everything in its four stories including a post office. 
He would drive his team of horses down the power 
line road (south of Garson) to Winnipeg to attend fire 
sales and visit wholesale houses. It was exciting for 
everyone and especially the children to see his 
stock-furniture, dishes, hardware, farm implements, 
clothes, patent medicines, groceries, bales and bales 
of dress goods and coffins. 

Mr. Johnson was a dignified man, business-like 
but friendly. In spite of all his goods he still made 
room for chairs. The store was always crowded with 
men and women. It seemed that people went there to 
socialize as well as to buy. They came to talk and Mr. 
Johnson listened. 

There was Jimmy Gunn, a brother of the Gunn 
who owned the quarry, who sat in the same chair in 
Johnson's store for years. He was a quiet. gentle man, 
well educated in England but very poor. He always 
had his dog at his feet. He seemed to be a part of the 
store until the day he died in his lonely little cabin. 
He was buried somewhere on the Gunn land. Soon 
after his old dog died and was buried beside his 
master. 

98 

In 1920 Charles Johnson died and left his store 
to his daughter, Charlotte (Mrs. Harry Pearce). Mr. 
and Mrs. Pearce carried on the friendly tradition 
started by Mr. Johnson. 

Some of the residents recall that as children 
they found the store a most exciting place to visit. 
They tried on the dresses and the high-button shoes 
and played hide-and-seek in the coffins on the top 
floor. Equally enticing was the ice-cream parlour the 
Pearces opened. 

By 1914 there were six stores in Garson. The 
Charles Johnson, Wm.Dunn and Nels Peterson stores 
were in the east end and Mr.H.Tatelman's where the 
hotel is now located. Across the road from Tatelman's 
store was his brother-in-law, L.Yankovitch. Jack 
Fitzwater bought the Thompson store and ran it until 
he moved to Kamloops, B.C. where he served several 
terms as mayor. When Wm.Dunn went overseas in 
World War I he sold his store to Martin Peterson. (Mr. 
Dunn was killed in action.) 

N. P. Neilson operated an ice cream parlour in 
east Garson in a little house that had been owned by 
the Wm. Earle family. He also owned a store in west 
Garson near the present Garson Garage. In 1942 Fred 
Morden took over from Mr. Neilsen and ran the store 
until he moved to Tyndall. 

In the early days there were long hitching rails 
in front of every store. Throughout the day there 
would be teams of horses and oxen tied to the rail. 
Tatelman's and Johnson's had water troughs as well. 
In summer many horses wore large straw hats to 
protect them from the sun and in winter owners 
covered them with patchwork quilts to keep them 
warm. 

After the construction boom, only the C.Johnson 
store remained with Harry Pearce as owner. The 



Charles Johnson family, early 1900's. They carried guns when 

they travelled by sleigh. 

East end of Garson, early 1900's. 
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Campbells later built a large store in east Garson 
which burned down in 1932. In 1926 Nick Kotello 
opened a general store on what is now the memorial 
grounds. The store closed in 1930. In 1926 Mr. Louis 
Juravsky of Beausejour also joined the ranks of 
Garson merchants when he bought the Martin Peterson 
store. In 1939 he built the Garson Blue Store in the 
west end which he sold to Mr. and Mrs. Peter 
Stepanuik in 1944, who four years later sold it to Mr. 
and Mrs. Fred Zygarliski. Mr. and Mrs. Jack Lawson, 
with daughters, Arlene and Bonnie, took possession 
of the store in October of 1955. The store was 
renamed Lawson's General Store. With the limestone 
front and stucco sides (1974) the store has taken on a 
new look. 

During the 1930's Stebbe's Butcher Shop opened 
on what is now Mrs. Ann Solonynka's property. The 
shop was bought by Mr. and Mrs. Krowiak who sold it 
in the 1940's. It became the Desjardin Butcher Shop 
and Cafe. 

In addition to the Butcher Shop, the Krowiaks 
built an open air dance pavillion on what is now the 
John Semenuik place. Admission was only 10¢ but in 
the days when jobs were few and far between and 
$1.00 per day was considered very good-as wages 
went-that was a lot of money. However, it wasn't 
necessary to attend the dance to enjoy the music. 
Strains of polkas, fox trots and waltzes floated over 
the village. 

When Mr. and Mrs. Joe Strembicky opened a 
store and ice cream stand next door to what had once 
been the dance avillion, it and the butcher shop were 
no longer open. The Strembickys, operated their 
store and ice cream stand from 1948 to 1956. 

Setting up store keeping during the 1930's 
seemed foolhardy. The country's economy was 
reeling from a blow dealt it by the Depression. Half of 
the country's work force was jobless. Young men 
were "beating the freights", travelling across the 
country in search of work. Soup kitchen lines were 
long. Many were forced to swallow their pride and 
accept relief from the government. 

Garson, like the rest of the country, was hurting. 
Perhaps the community's distress was even greater 
since their livelihood depended on the construction 
industry which was almost at a standstill. The Village 
Council began a "make work" project. They hired the 
jobless to dig an excavation for a town hall on the 
comer of Thompson Avenue and Garson Road North. 
This work, done with pick and shovel, was never 
completed because of lack of funds. 

Such was the economic climate when Andrew 
Wozny turned his hand to storekeeping in the fall of 
1934. At 4:00 p.m. his brother, with a team of horses, 
dragged a log granary to the present site of Garson 
Groceries Ltd. At 5:00 p.m. Andrew arrived from 
Winnipeg with groceries and much to the surprise of 
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the villagers, immediately opened for business. 
The store was a one room building, 12 feet by 14 

feet, and served as living quarters as well. At night 
Andrew and Ann would sleep under the counter on 
cots. In the morning they would roll them up before 
opening the store. Ann cooked on a tin box stove 
which heated the room. They had no electricity or 
water. In winter, Ann melted snow for washing. 

Even in these cramped quarters, Andrew set up 
a table where men could pass the time of day playing 
cards - which they sometimes did to 2 or 3 o'clock in 
the morning. Eventually the W oznys enlarged the 
store and had separate living quarters. 

Though hamburger meat was 5¢ per pound, City 
Rye Bread 3¢ per loaf, and Blue Ribbon Coffee 33¢ per 
pound, people could not affort to pay cash. Instead 
they bought things on credit or they bartered. 

The village had few homes and most families 
kept cows and chickens. Very often they brought eggs 
and butter to the store in exchange for groceries. Mr. 
Wozny took them to the farmers' market in Winnipeg. 
Eggs sold for 10¢ per dozen and butter first for 10¢ per 
pound and later for 2 pounds for 25¢. 

In order to make ends meet he bought a 1929 
Model A truck and hauled cattle to the stock yards for 
50¢ per head. In competition with the bus line he also 
took passengers to Winnipeg charging them a 50¢ 
return fare. 

Down the road from Wozny's Store in what was 
referred to as East Garson, Anton Dolyniuk was 
cutting hair for a 10¢ fee and repairing watches for 
little more. 

The Fultons and Vernons had farms north of 
Garson and delivered milk to the village at 20 quarts 
for $1.00. Mr. Fulton very obligingly gave the 
children rides as he did his rounds. As one resident 
recalls, the children looked forward to his arrival in 
the village. A ride on his sleigh was the highlight of 
the week. 

In 1943 the W oznys bought a store in Selkirk. 
Until 1945 Andrew ran the new store while Ann, left 
with the children, looked after the store in Garson. 

In 1945 Andrew's brother, Frank Wozny, took 
over, followed by another brother, Walter, and later 
by Andrew's son, Ted. After 2 years Ted Wozny left 
and Frank Wozny again took over until his death. 
Frank's widow, Frances, continued to operate the 
store until 1971 when Lawrence and Carol Parhownik 
rented it. In 1973 they bought the store, began 
rebuilding it and removed the gas pumps. A liquor 
vending section was added. In 1979 the old buildings 
were torn down and replaced with new and larger 
facilities. It is now known as Garson Grocery. 

One of the first fast foot outlets in Garson was 
Tillie's Hot Dog Stand. It was run by a very remarkable 
woman. Tillie Skalin and her family immigrated from 
Sweden in 1902. When she was just three years old 
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she became paralyzed after contracting what was 
then called infantile paralysis. Though confined to a 
wheel chair all her life she, nonetheless, did all her 
own work including washing the floor. Tillie never 
attended school a day in her life but she learned to 
read and write thanks to caring teachers in the 
community. 

In 1928 she started a hot dog stand which for 
four years she ran by herself with occasional help 
from her nieces. The stand was along the sidewalk of 
her home property, now the Smith place. 

When she married David Jones she gave up her 
stand. Her husband had a job in East Selkirk brushing 
land for the power line. They lived in a tent and in 
spite of her handicap, Tillie Jones prepared all the 
meals. 

In 1950 Clem Kotchon built a restaurant which 
he ran for about seven years after which time it was 
taken over by Kenny Skiba. In 1971 John and Ann 
Solonynka bought the business and operated it under 
the name J & A Snack Bar. They ran the restaurant 
until 1973 when Don and Anne Bachewich bought it. 
Now named the D & A Restaurant it is well known for 
its delicious home cooked food which includes 
perogies, borscht and holupci. Business has become 
so good that additions have been made to the restau
rant to accomodate a large kitchen and an extended 
dining area. 

In the early thirties Garson had two garages, the 
Malmstrom Garage and the Garson Garage built in 
1932 by Ed Strandberg. Strandberg's garage was run 
by Nick Skrupski from 1946 to 1950 and by his son, 
Walter Skrupski, from 1950 to 1959. When Walter 
Skrupski moved to Selkirk, Lloyd Skiba became the 
proprietor. In 1971 Gordon Panas took over the 
business. 

The garage originally belonged to Radco Oil. 
They sold it to Husky Oil. Four years ago Gordon 
Panas bought it from the company. In connection 

with the garage was a chip stand first operated by Mrs. 
Adeline Skrupski then by Mrs. Mary Skiba and for a 
few years by Mrs. Elsie Panas. 

Peter Boorberg opened the Esso Service Station 
in 1959 and ran it until 1964 at which time Alexander 
Sobovitch bought it. In 1971 Mr. Sobovitch sold it to 
Clifford Kisiloski and Kenneth Mlodzinski who operated 
it until 197 4. For a short time George John Feusse and 
his sons, George and Ellert, owned the garage. When 
Steve Klym bought it in 1975 it had been closed for 
several months. In 1976 Mr. Klym sold the garage to 
Archie Marynewich and in 1978 Archie's brother, 
Richard Marynewich, became the proprietor. Next to 
the garage, Mrs. Elsie Marynewich operates a hot dog 
stand. 

Between 1959 and 1963 Mr. Nick Skrupski 
owned tourist cabins. Lloyd and Donna Lofstrom 
opened a bake ship called Ma's Bakery. They were in 
business from 1970 to 1974, after which time they 
moved to British Columbia. 

The Garson Hotel was built in 1939 by Louis 
Jurovsky. Since he also owned a store he hired others 
to manage it for him. Hilma and Nels Gustafson (who 
was also the first bartender) took charge of the hotel 
operating it from 1942 to 1943. A man by the name of 
Mr. Buys also ran it for a while. About 1945 John 
H~rasym bought the hotel and later sold it to Mrs. 
Murphy, a widow. She ran it for a year or two then 
sold it to Fred Malkoski. In 1956 Steve Demski bought 
the hotel. Acquiring a hotel in Winnipeg, Mr. Demski 
sold the Garson Hotel in 1964 to Steve Dureski, who is 
the present owner. 

In 1973 when the liquor laws were changed, 
mixed beverage rooms were introduced. 

In 1973, also, Garson acquired another business 
much to the satisfaction of the ladies who had to go 
elsewhere to get a hairdo. Mrs. Vera Horvath opened 
her shop, Vera's Hairstyling, in her home on Garson 
Road North. 

VIL The Post Office 

Though families had settled in the vicinity of 
the quarries, there was no name given to the area. It 
was simply referred to as "The Hill" because of the 
huge piles of soil and rubble created when the 
overburden was scraped away to expose the lime
stone beds. People continued to refer to it as "The 
Hill" long after it was named Garson in honour of the 
founder of the quarry. 

In 1908 Garson had its own post office with the 
mailing address of "Garson Quarries". Before this 
time, the residents received their mail at Tyndall. 

101 

To avoid paying taxes, Garson was incorporated 
as a village on December 16, 1914. At that time the 
name was changed to Lyall, after Peter Lyall, the 
man who had paid off the Garson Quarry debts 
after liquidation, and the president of the Wallace 
Sandstone Co. In 1927 the name was changed back 
to Garson Quarries. 

The postmasters were: 
1908 - 1914 Charles Johnson 
1914 - 1915 William Dunn 
1915 - 1918 Harry Tatelman 
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1918 - 1920 Charles Johnston 
1920 - 1950 Henry (Harry) Pearce 
1950 - 1954 Charlotte Pearce 
1954 - 1978 Frances Strernbicky 
1978 - Edmund Strembicky 

From 1970 to 1976 Edmund Strernbicky delivered 
mail to Highland. The route was discontinued in 
1976. 

VIIL Boarding Houses 

Some employees settled their families in Garson 
., but there were many single men who had to find living 

accomodations. 
According to one longtime resident of Garson, 

between 1912 and 1913, there were five boarding 
houses all being operated at the same time. They were 

run by Mrs. Eades, Mrs.Williamson, Mr.Nels Peterson, . 
Mr. Soderman and Mr. Henry. They were all located in 
East Garson, four along the main road and Mr. Henry's 
beside the Tyndall Quarry. When the boom was over 
the boarding houses closed. 

IX. Churches 

By 1904 there was still no place of worship in 
Garson. The Methodists became members of the 
church in Tyndall. Mr. William Earle became the 
choir master and Mr. Tom Foster, the organist. 

Later in Garson or "The Hill" as it was still called 
different denominations began to hold services in 
their homes bringing out a minister from Winnipeg 
about once a month. There were Methodists, Pres
byterians, Anglicans and Lutherans. Finally in 1910 a 
Presbyterian Church was built. The Lutherans also 
built a church on what is now the Gillis Quarry. 

The people of the Ukrainian Catholic faith 
attended the church in Tyndall which was built in 
1912. They would travel from the outlying farms down 
the main road (now Highway 44), and through "The 
Hill" in a procession of wagons. Everyone was 

dressed in Sunday best and there was much laughter 
and singing. Miss Doris Earle remembers that her 
family would get up early and open the front door to 
watch them as they drove by. 

The Roman Catholics walked the seven miles 
down the power line road to Cook's Creek where a 
little church had been built in 1899 by the 15 families 
who had settled there in 1897. Those who were 
fortunate enough to have horses drove to Cook's 
Creek. Eager to have a church in their community, 
they bought the Swedish Lutheran Church in 1937 
and later built the present one. 

The Jewish merchants in Garson had rabbis or 
cantors come to their homes on occasion. During 
their high holy days they would close their stores. 

X. Schools 

According to Mrs. Charles Magnusson, the first 
school was opened in 1907. It was a two storey log 
house built by Mr. Fredrickson. There were four 
rooms; two upstairs and two downstairs. One room 
served as a school and the three remaining ones, the 
residence of the teacher, Mrs. Bodman, a widow with 
two sons. The school was called Prosperity School. 
probably indicating the buoyant state of the economy. 

A year or two later, in order to locate it in the 
centre of the school district, a school was opened one 
mile south of Garson on the Jim Hazel farm (later 
George Peedle's farm). It was a one room school with 
Miss Tall as teacher. 

The village grew rapidly and the school became 
overcrowded. The children from East Garson walked 
to Tyndall. It, too, was overcrowded so the children 
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from Garson attended only half days. 
Since the majority of the students came from 

the village, the school was moved back to Garson. Mr. 
Hazel purchased the school and used it as a granary. 

According to Doris Earle, a one room school 
was built in 1914 on the corner of what is now the 
Garson intersection (now Gillis Quarry property). 
Again the school became overcrowded. In 1915 or 
1916 a four room limestone structure was built with 
two basements; one for the boys and one for the girls. 
The school also had one room for the School Board 
and Village Council 

The first principal was J. R. Williams, who 
before this taught at the Brookside School in Walk
leyburg. When Mr. Williams returned to England he 
was succeeded by Mr. Ed Bathgate. 



During this time. Professor Wallace. a geologist 
at the University of Manitoba and an enthusiastic 
fossil hunter. often lectured to the high school 
students (Prof. Wallace later became Dean of Queens 
University. ). 

In 1924 the building was gutted by fire. The 
stone structure was considered sound so the school 
was built within the original framework. In the 
interim. classes were held in st. Andrews United 
Church. 

The rebuilt school served until 1957 when it 
was again destroyed by fire. Though the stone 

structure remained. it was condemned and a new one 
storey 4-5 room structure was built. The children 
completed the school year in makeshift classrooms in 
the Sacred Heart Church and a vacant house. 

At the time of the opening of the new school 
K. P. Witko. W. E. Zinnick and W. Kwiatkowski were 
trustees and Miss Doris Earle the secretary-treasurer. 

Mr. J. Kwiatkowski was presented with a plaque 
for his 21 years of service from 1924 to 1955. After his 
father's retirement. William Kwiatkowski served as a 
school trustee for six years. 

XL The Village Council 
The Village Council office was housed in a 

room in the school. When the school burned down 
first in 1924 and again in 1957. council records were 
destroyed. The following is a partial list of mayors 
and secretary-treasurers of the Village of Garson: 

Mayors 

Christ Johnson 
Mr. McLeod 
Bill Martin 
Alex Murray 

Secretary-Treasurers 

Nels Peterson 
Chris Johnson 
George Coulter 
John Murray 

William Earle 
Harry Pearce 
Louis Juravsky 
Peter Stepaniuk 
Walter Wozny 
Louis Bourgeault 
Jack Lawson 
Walter Zinnick 
Lawrence Porhownik 
Walter Zinnick 

Lottie Juravsky 
Clara McKay 
Gladys Leiman 

XIL Travel 

Walking was the common mode of travel. 
People often walked to Tyndall which was a well
established little hamlet. It had a train depot. doctor. 
telegrapher and post office. It was also. at the turn of 
the century. the social centre with its church and 
school. 

It was very common for a woman to put her 
baby in a carriage and push it over the rough roads to 
the post office in Tyndall. 

Dr. Golden. who lived in Tyndall. served the 
surrounding areas. Before he bought a team of horses 

(1913 or 1914) he made his rounds of Tyndall. Garson 
and Sapton on foot. 

Mr. Frederick of Tyndall ran a daily team and 
democrat service for people taking the train at 
Tyndall in the morning and returning in the afternoon. 
It was also possible to catch the train at the C.P. Garson 
spur if it was flagged or the Tyndall depot agent was 
notified ahead of time. 

When cars became more common. Mr. Frederick's 
business declined. 

XIIL Roads 

During the years of peak production at the 
quarries. traffic was heavy - teams. buggies and 
democrats in the summer and big sleighs and cutters 
during the winter. Many roads were built through 
the woods to the quarries. Crushed rubble, overbur
den removed from the stone beds, and gravel from 
the pits were used in the construction. Dust always 
hung heavy in the air. Jolts were taken for granted. 

Cars were rarely seen before 1916. If a car came 
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through the village from Winnipeg it was the topic of 
conversation for days. There were. however. many 
bicycles and a few motorcycles. 

Finally in 1932 the road. now called Highway 
44. was black topped. Intersecting roads were gravel 
surfaced. 

Construction of sidewalks in the village began 
in 1964. 



XlV. Communications and Electricity 

Though few private homes had telephones, 
they were installed in the Garson Quarry plant and the 
stores. In time of need, a storekeeper would allow his 
phone to be used. 

Telegrams were sent through Tyndall. 
Of course people communicated by mail. 

Postage for a card or letter in 1901 was 1<1:. By 1937 

letters required a 3<1: stamp. 
The Garson Quarry plant was powered by 

electricity. When the new school opened in 1916 it 
too had electric lights. Gradually, the stores and 
private homes were electrified. The first street lights 
were installed in 1938. 

Xv. Lest We Forget The Wars 

There were those whose lives were cut short by 
the wars. Their sacrifice ensured our freedom. 

World War I 

Cushnie, G. 
Dunn, W. 
Hughes, G. 
Johnson, A. W. 
Johnson, R. G. 
Murray, A. A. 
Murray, N. N. 

The two Murrays were G. W. Murray's sons who 
were killed within a few months of each other. W. 
Dunn had been a storekeeper and post master in 
Garson. 

World War II 

Kwiatkowski, E. P. 
Lychowich, J. 
Little, G. 
Strandberg, E. 
Peterson, A. M. 

XVL Of Added Interest 

Doris Earle recalls that as a youngster she was 
fascinated by the names on the box cars. She recalls 
an incident in which a box car stopped directly in 
front of their house in East Garson. A workman, in 
error, slid open a door and out poured literally tons of 
hard, rock-like apples called "Ben Davises". Apples 
being a rarity, the children gorged themselves. In 
fact, the people in the community came with pails to 
take advantage of the mishap. That night there were 
many parents up with youngsters suffering with 
stomach aches. 

Miss Earle tells of two natural phenomena 
which she was privileged to witness, These are her 
own words ... 

"One sultry, oppressive summer after
noon, my mother and I heard a low whirring sound 
coming from the east. This was in 1915 or 1916. The 
volume increased. We rushed out. The people were 
lining up along the road past our house (now Highway 
44). Then we saw it - a sight I'll never forget. Flying 
low, about at eye level. was a solid mass of dark 
butterflies. I put out my hand and it was covered with 
them. But they didn't stop. The great body was a bit 
wider than the road and, men said, about 1/6 of a mile 
long. There were millions of butterflies." 
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"I can even remember the heavy sound 
and the faint musty smell of them. There were 
stragglers catching up and the entire mass moved as 
one body flying west. At the now Garson corner it 
swerved S.S.W. and was seen in Birds Hill." 

"The body moved fast. Where it settled 
no one knew. Papers wrote it up. Some farmers and 
woodcutters gave a little light as to where it came 
from. They were seen forming up in the muskeg area 
around Julius." 

"No one seemed to be able to shed any 
light on the occurrance. Recently, I read a similar 
account of such a happening in the Southern U.S.A. It 
is a migratory cycle of the monarch butterflies 
occuring once every hundred years. Such a wondrous 
sight!" 

"The second experience was witnessed 
about 1920. It was a cool. but sunny summer 
morning. My father and Frank Blue had just climbed 
the long inclined stairway to the top of the lime kilns 
at 7:00 a.m. to check the 'burn'. Looking north my 
father and Frank saw Lake Winnipeg. They saw Gimili 
with its buildings and fishing boats out off the shore 
-also cars. Everything, they said, was close and 
crystal clear. My father went into the quarry and 



November 20, 1976. November 20, 1976. 

Building of the community hall. 
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encouraged all the workers to go up and see it. The 
mirage lasted about 15 or 20 minutes. (Gimli is about 
40 miles north of Garson.)" 

The steam whistle, so familiar to the early 
residents, regulated life in the village. It blew loud, 
shrill and clear at 7:00 a.m., 12 noon, 1:00 p.m. and 
6:00 p.m. and could be heard as far away as East 
Selkirk, Seabright and Sapton. It carried eight notes 
running up the scale and then down in one long, wild 

wail. At dinner and supper time it was a signal to 
housewives to get the meal ready. At the noon 
whistle, especially, the village dogs would sit down, 
raise their heads, and join in with a long thin howl. 

The last time the whistle was heard was on a 
. cold winter night in 1917, when the plant burned 
down. Some said that the whistle's steam valve was 
opened purposely. It went on for hours, sad and 
forlorn. 

XVII. Garson Today 

Tourists who drive through Garson and even 
those who stop to explore the excavations for fossils 
may consider it a sleepy little village. It has, however, 
regained some of its early vitality. 

The village has sprawled out. Every year sees 
the building of new homes. The businesses have 
moved from what was once known as East Garson 
(area east of the hotel) to what used to be referred to as 
West Garson. 

Some of the people find employment at the one 
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remammg quarry - the Gillis Quarry. The vast 
majority, however, commute to jobs in Winnipeg, 
Selkirk, Pinawa and Beausejour. 

Garson has two churches (Catholic and Baptist), 
two stores, two garages, a hotel, a restaurant, a hot dog 
stand and a hairdressing shop. It also has a comfortable 
new senior citizens home and a community club 
whose members have injected new life into the 
village. 
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Pioneers 

By Don James 

From places far and vague and unfamiliar 
they came to a place large and vague and unfamiliar, 
a place called Canada; 
of size unbelievable, 
of space unbelievable, 
of great raw power and of massive beauty; 
not always easy to deal with, 
not your docile land of the south, 
handy to sun and season; 
but a tough land awaiting a tough people, 
and not one people, but many peoples 
of many places, all building a new home, 
raising the rafters together; 
not without altercation, not without difficulty, 
and even now there are arguments, there are delays; 
but the land is patient, 
and the land will become us, 
and we will become the land, 
and the two shall be one. 
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The History of Tyndall 
By: Kay and Archie Warren 

John Tyndall. 

Tyndall was named after the eminent scientist, 
educationalist, inventor, philosopher and moun
taineer, John Tyndall, a native of Leighlin Bridge, 
County Carlow, Ireland, in 1820. 

The earliest settlers to enter our district were 
English and Scottish fur traders from Lower Fort 
Garry who were in search of furs. They became 
involved with Indian families, became proficient in 
the Cree language and often had common-law 
relationships with Indian women. They were 
basically nomadic fur traders and they settled in an 
area running east-west along the old "Tote Road" 
which followed the high ground from the"BigLake" 
towards Lower Fort Garry. This road, or Indian 
trail, was approximately H2 miles north of the 
present day site of Tyndall. 

Tote Road as it looks today. 
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Johnny Nelson paddling a boat on Big Lake. 

The earliest families in the district at this time 
were the Dennets, Lewis', Hills, McLeods, Sinclairs, 
Fletts and McKays. These people lived in log cabins 
and sod houses. 

Early settlers Murdock and Emma McLeod and girls Lillian and 
Marge. 



Tyndall Railroad Station, 1905. 

When the railroad arrived in Tyndall, the area 
was solid bush and a square had to be cut out of the 
wilderness to build the Tyndall railroad station. As 
the railroad was being built, many workers, mostly 
Anglo-Saxon and Scandinavian, began arriving 
from Ontario. Many of them were working for the 
C.P.R. and nearly all were looking for land and a 
farming operation. Mr.Steve Woods was the 
section foreman and it was he who in troduced many 
of the new settlers into the district: the Rileys in 
1894; the Winklers in 1894; the Strandbergs in 
1895; the Mordens in 1899; the Fosters in 1899; the 
Pearsonsin 1900; the Blues in 1902;thePetersensin 
1903; the Jensens in 1903; the Nelson families; the 
Fahlens; and the Holmbergs. As the most accessible 
land would lie near the railroad, that was the first 
land taken, and this is when the first real settlement 
began. 

In the Tyndall area, we were fortunate to have 
an abundance of limestone on the surface and it was 
at this time that enterprising immigrants discover
ed that they could produce lime. Lime kilns were 
constructed all over the district in various sizes and 
shapes. They were usually built in a circular form 
with a fire-box underneath. Walls were five to six 
feet high. Limestone was piled on top of the firebox 
to fill the form. Quantities of poplar wood were 
gathered, ignited and burned in the firebox. For 48 
hours, or until a beautiful blue flame appeared, it 
burned and then was allowed to cool. The contents 
above the firebox were changed to quick lime. This 
lime could now be used for mortar as a construction 
material for homes. In log cabins, mixed with sand 
and manure (or straw), it was chinked into cracks 
smoothed over with hands, and painted with ~ 
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whitewash made of lime and water. As this building 
material became very much in demand, and it 
required huge quantities of poplar wood, Tyndall 
became known as the "Lime and Cord wood Capital 
of Manitoba". Thousands of cords were piled 
throughout the district and it provided a cash source 
for farmers as they cleared the land. 

In 1896, a farmer by the name of John Gunn 
was digging a well when he found himself stymied 
by a huge slab of rock just below the surface. Later 
geological examination showed it to be part of a 
huge limestone formation. This limestone depositis 
believed to have been formed about three hundred 
and fifty million years ago in the Paleozolic Age. 
At the time this entire area was covered by Lake 
Agassiz. The presence of limestone in the area had 
been known for years. The first use of the native 
stone was in 1831 when Lower Fort Garry was 
begun. They used limestone found in the vicinity 
and along the west bank of the Red River. 

The baring of this great treasure laid the 
foundation of a thriving boom. It was not long 
before quarry operations were started and huge 
blocks of stone with fiT" printed on them began 
arriving by flat-car in Winnipeg. Soon Tyndall stone 
was being used widely for buildings across the land 
such as: the Parliament building in Ottawa, the 
Legislative buildings in Winnipeg, Eaton's in 
Toronto, Banff Springs Hotel, and many, many 
others. What makes the stone so attractive and 
desirable is its uniquely mottled appearance. 
Geologists say it is caused by patchy dolomite 
replacemen ts. This mottling, which gives a textured 
look to the stone, also acts as a reinforcing agent. 
Beauty, strength and durability are combined in this 
rock which bears the fossils of ancient sea plants and 
creatures. The quarries are of great interest to 
students who come out in groups to study the 
formations prevalent in the rocks. 

Early lime kiln, operated by the Morden family. 



High volume lime operation near Tyndall quarries. 

The stone comes in two colours, a light creamy 
buff and a bluish grey, both interspersed with 
distinctive brownish mottling. To get to the stone, 
the overburden of soil and rock (about 10 feet) is 
peeled back by bulldozers and front-end loaders. 
Previously, channellers run by steam were used to 
cut the rock, but now large circular saws, up to eigh t 
feet in diameter, cut through the rock bed. These 
saw blades, with diamond teeth, will cut stone atthe 
rate of one inch per minute. Quarry workers then 
split the stone by driving wedges between the 
strata. These blocks are now processed in the shops 
in Garson. The resources are unlimited and could 
last for thousands of years. 

Since 1895, a large number of firms have 
established quarries to capitalize on this natural 
resource, but because of world wars, depression, 
high freight costs, and new building materials, only 
the Gillis Quarry is operating today. 

In the early days, limestone was hauled to 
Tyndall by oxen and horses and loaded on flat-cars 
for shipment to various points in Canada. The 

110 

method of transportation was unique in that the 
hauling vehicle was simply a truck with flange-like 
wheels which ran on rails and was pulled by oxen. 
About 1910 a small railroad steam-engine called a 
"dinkey" was purchased to haul the stone from the 
quarry fields to the station at Tyndall. 

"Dinky", 1915 and the crew Dick Lewis, W. McKenzie, Tom 
Foster. 



Talented stone carvers from France, Scotland 
and England were paid five dollars per day (four 
times the wage of the average worker) for 
engraving distinctive designs on the stone. Two of 
the carvers who made Tyndall their home for many 
years were Walter Tucker and William Macdonald. 
Many of their unique works can be seen in the local 
cemetery. 

During the early years, there was no original 
plan of settlement. Roads were primitive, mere 
trails in the woods. The rail right-of-way had 
become the main through way. Vehicles were ox 
carts and wagons pulled by horses and oxen. 

In 1901 the village of Tyndall was created with 
the Main Street running parallel to the railroad. 
This was the original village, laid out and surveyed 
by C.F .Aylesnorth, D. L. S. It encompassed the north 
side of the tracks. In 1904, Lynde-Smith Vaughan 
surveyed the southern portion of the tracks. 
Henryville was planned and laid out by the same 
L.S.Vaughan in September of 1910. Today, these 
areas are considered to make up the village of 
Tyndall. 

Looking south down Pearson Drive in early 1900's. 

Tyndall North early 1900's. 
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Fred Klimchuk and Sam Kisiow breaking limestone for 
burning in the lime kiln. 

It is said that at the time of the 
survey of Tyndall, two settlers, Joe 
Pearson and Dan Gray, were burning 
lime. Discussion got to the topic of 
wives and they decided to make a 
trade. Joe Pearson threw in a horse to 
boot. For this act of generosity, it is 
said that Pearson Drive was named in 
his honor! Tyndall, which was a part 
of the county of Selkirk, became part 
of the Rural Municipality of Broken
head, and survives today as an 
attractive hamlet. 



Steve Wood's house and yard. School in background, 1915. 
Frank Riley, Bobby Burns, Lome Cook, Eddy Blue, Frank 
Little. 

One of the earliest farming families at this time 
was that of the Jake Winklers who came to the 
settlement in 1894. It is interesting to note that 
when Mrs.Amanda Winkler got off the train, she 
and her husband were invited for dinner to the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Steve Woods. This welcome 
indicates the type of hospitality that was prevalent 
in those days. 

Mr. and Mrs. Winkler were to leave an 
indelible imprint on the development of Tyndall 
village. They lived in an unusual log house built in 
three sections. One section was the living area, 
another was the milk house, and the third was the 
granary and storage area. Jake was to become the 
largest farmer in Tyndall with his farm located in 
the center of the village. During his long life, he was 
a farmer, veterinarian, undertaker, butcher, 
councillor, member of the school board, business 
man and advisor. 

He dug and cribbed a well and was fortuna te to 
have an adequate water supply. He was thus able to 
develop a large herd of cattle, large flocks of sheep 
and many oxen and horses. 

It was also at this time that Jake's brother, Carl, 
became the first blacksmith in Tyndall. Black
smithing was very importan t in early times as many 
essential services were performed by the village 
blacksmith; for example, putting steel shoes on 
oxen so they could travel on icy roads. 
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The first wedding in Tyndall took place on 
March 14, 1900. The participants were Evelyn 
Julian and Simeon Riley. They were married by the 
Reverend O.W.Bengston at the home of Mr. Riley's 
parents who were living on the SE1,4 of 13-13-6E. 
Witnesses to the marriage were Cora Skinner and 
W.J .Riley. Mr. Riley drove the horses to Selkirk very 
early that day to obtain the marriage licence. When 
there was none available, he took the train to 
Winnipeg, then returned to Selkirk with the licence, 
picked up the minister, and arrived home in time for 
the wedding. At the time of their marriage, Tyndall 
consisted of a few log houseson the north side of the 
tracks, while the south side was all bush land. 

It is interesting to note that Tyndall had mail 
service from February 1,1893. It was a daily service, 
arriving by train. Mr. Murdock McLeod was the 
first postmaster. The first station agent was John 
Healy. 

With the coming of the railroad, the settle men t 
began to flourish due to workers who came to work 
on construction and remained to farm. A t this time a 
large store was established by William Henry, which 
was located on Main Street. He was one of the 
earlier persons in the district and became 
prosperous in land, wood and quarry holdings. Near 
his store a one-room log school was established for 
the children of the early settlers. The gospel mission 
was also started where Mrs.Murdock McLeod 



preached in the Cree language and her husband in 
English. 

At the turn of the century the third influx of 
settlers appeared on the scene. This was the great 
migration of Polish, Ukrainian and German people 
who arrived from Central Europe. Settlers were 
entitled to 160 acres of land plus the option to buy an 
adjacent 160 acres. Among these pioneers we have 
the Luceks, Mareks, Komadowskis, Dudeks, 
Bukoskis, Dureskis, Wawryshyns, Kazinas, Hew
kos, Chymyshyns, Klimchuks, Bodnarchuks, Dol
yniuks, Kisiows, Prychuns, Hnatuiks, Dammanns, 
Leimans, and many others. These immigrants 
found ready employment burning lime, cutting 
wood, working on the railroad or a t the quarries and 
by this time agriculture was well underway. The 
Central Europeans preferred bush land because 
wood was useful for building, fuel, and even food 
(berries, trapping, etc.). Generally, wells were easy 
to dig, about 12 to 14 feet to get water, and there 
were numerous open springs. A windlass was used 
to haul water by pail from the well. A significant 
feature of the early Slavic-German settlements was 
their homogeneity; block settlement - whole 
families and relatives located in one area. It is 
interesting to note that the immigrants were 
allowed 50 pounds of baggage and the articles they 
brought such as cooking utensils, small tools, special 
bedding and wearing apparel, carved chests or 
trunks, prayer books and sometimes holy water. 
These settlers were mostly uneducated, and one of 
their greatest difficulties in this young country was 
the lack of communication. 

Early settlers were a hardy lot - they had to be. 
When they constructed their homes on their 
holdings and moved their families in, it became a 
family battle to survive. Houses were primitive, 
made of logs with squared and mitred corners, 
chinked with moss or a mixture of clay, straw and 
lime. Roofs were thatched or covered with sod. 
Floors were mud with boards spread on top. Heat 
was provided by iron wood-burning stoves. The 
building was whitewashed inside and out. Light was 
initially provided by candles and later by kerosene 
lamps. There was an ever present danger of fire. 
Outdoor "closets" were cleaned yearly with lime 
and after the Eaton's catalogue began to arrive in 
1917, the outdated issues would be found outthere, 
both for perusal and for use as the first ever toilet 
tissue! 

Food was obtained from the land. Game was 
plentiful, as were berries, nuts and mushrooms. 
Gardens were productive. Wheat was hauled to a 
mill near Oakbank or Lockport where it was ground 
and separated into bran, flour and shorts. Honey 
was used for sweetner. Bread was usually baked in 
outdoor ovens. Root cellars provided a means of 
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storage for vegetables. The settler would barter a 
load of wood for essentials such as salt, coffee and 
tea. Even wines and whiskeys were home-made, 
wines from berries such as chokecherries and the 
"moonshine" from local secret recipes. Indeed, "Red 
River Lightning" brewed in our district became 
famous for its jolting effect! Peddlars travelled the 
countryside but as they usually sold for cash, very 
little was bought from them. They carried such 
i terns as pots, pans, medicines, and bolts of rna terial. 
In the early 1920's, Mr.Emery of Robinson Hide and 
Fur Company came out once a month and bought 
hides and furs for cash. 

As much clothing as possible was hand-made. 
Wool from sheep was carded, made into yarn, and 
knitted into socks, scarves and sweaters. Flour and 
sugar bags were used for towels and when filled 
with hay they were used for mattresses. Various 
hides were made into jackets, pants, and moccasins. 

Health care, like everything else, was 
primitive. Remedies and recipes brought from the 
old country were used extensively: mustard plaster, 
bread and milk plaster, goose grease, castor oil, 
liquid from boiled wormwood (a tonic), boiled milk 
with buckshot (for boils), and use of leeches for 
blood-cleansing. Mid-wives took the place of 
doctors at childbirths. Early Tyndall mid-wives 
were Mrs.Dennet, Mrs.Ostrom and Miss Mc
Donald. 

Large families were usual and everyone 
worked, from the youngest to the eldest. Recordsof 
births, deaths and marriages were keptin the family 
Bible, which had an importance in every home of 
every nationality. Sometimes money was also kept 
between the pages on the assumption that a 
"dishonest person would never look inside, while an 
honest one would never steal the precious 
commodity". 

Many dangers existed in early times; for 
example, wild animals. Ruby Pearson tells of 
starting for school, reaching the farm gate, seeing a 
huge bear walking upright - needless to add, she 
did not attend that day! She tells also of the brave 
wolves. "Dad was milking a cow. A wolf came into 
the barn, grabbed a goose, and made off!" 

There are no records of "bees" in this area, such 
as are mentioned often in stories of Upper and 
Lower Canada. Help there was, but on a neighbour 
to neighbour, family to family basis. 

It was in 1907 that Dr. Richmond Goulden 
arrived in Tyndall and began the practice of 
medicine. In the early years, he could not afford a 
team so he made a weekly round on foot serVing 
patients in Tyndall, Garson and even as far as 
Hazelridge. Later he acquired a horse and buggy. In 
1913 he became the first automobile owner in 
Tyndall. It was a Hupmobile and arrived by train. It 



was the center of attention whenever the doctor 
took it out for a short drive. His home was located 
beside the Tyndall school. In later years it was to be 
used as the home for school principals. Dr.Goulden 
served on the school board from 1910 to 1915 when 
he resigned to go II to the front". He served as a ship 
surgeon on the Atlantic Convoy runs and at the 
conclusion of hostilities he practiced as a 
psychiatrist at Brandon Mental Hospital. Dr. 
Goulden was long remembered as a "fine, all
knowing man" and an "honored citizen" in the 
community. Dr.Chestnut succeeded Dr.Goulden 
but practiced in Tyndall only until 1919. 

s. Riley with steam engine: type used in breaking of land and 
later in threshing of grains. 

Land clearing was done by cutting the trees, 
burning the underbrush, grubbing up roots and 
plowing and tilling the soil. This work was done by 
oxen. In rare cases where there was oak and elm on 
the land, it was more difficult. For example, John 
Petersen, who came to Tyndall in the winter of 
1903, thawed dynamite out in a tub on the wood 
stove and then blew outthe tree stumps on his farm. 
This was dangerous work but Mr. Petersen who had 
worked with dynamite in Sweden and in the 
quarries, was an expert at blasting. In the early 
1900's, steam engines replaced oxen and made land 
clearing less difficult. 

Threshing machine of S. Riley, 1920. 

Threshing operation, 1910. Farm of Jake Winkler. 
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Early barns were often lean-tos attached to the 
house. Later, their construction was similar in 
structure to that of the house, built of logs hewed on 
both sides with a broad axe and joined by wooden 
pegs. Drainage was a major problem as there was a 
great deal of low land. It was only after W.W.II that 
major drainage programs were undertaken and 
areas like the "Big Lake" were drained and made in to 
arable land. 

Improvements to the farming industry 
continued at a rapid pace from the flailing of the 
crop to the threshing machine to the present day 
combine where one farmer can produce great 
quantities of food. 

The introduction of further advances contin
ued such as: 1946- spray dusting for eradication of 
weeds; 1948- series of films of special interest to 
farmers presented by the film board; 1949-50-

Early farm home of Simeon and Annie Morden (right). Blake, 
Irene, Fred and Earl. 

search for oil, based on preliminary survey and 
siesmic tests, culminating in drilling by Medhurst 
Co. in 1950, unfortunately no oil was found; 1951-
stone picking demonstration at the farm of 
M.5urowich introduced the work saving machine; 
1951- establishment of Tyndall local of the 
Farmer's Union with executive officers being 
M. Hewko, M. Swirski and Wm. Wasylik,69 mem
bers were present; 1951- the greatest benefit of all, 
the introduction of the rural electrification 
program. This drama tically changed the lives of the 
rural community and our farmers today enjoy the 
finest standard of living in the world. 

Among the many beautiful farms in the 
district are the farms of M. Hewko and M. Hnatuik, 
who recently won the Birks Dingwall Trophy which 
is awarded annually to the finest farm in the 
municipality. 

Early stone home of Gus Nelson, still being used. 

Putting hay in the loft, 1920. Mr. and Mrs. Morden on horse 
and buggy, Blake is on the rack. Three slings to a load are placed 
on rack, which has hooks on the ends. String and pulley used. 
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With the arrival of more and more immigrants, 
it became essential that businesses be established. 
Most important of these were the blacksmith, the 
butcher shop, and the general store. The first 
butcher shop was operated by Jake Winkler where 
he worked from his farm. In the 1920's, Ted Blair 
operated a butcher shop on Pearson Drive. Carl 
Winkler, the first blacksmith, was succeeded by 
Simeon D. Morden (who was also the postmaster 
from 1903 to 1906)and Mr. Petersen. In 1931 Edwin 
Bredin established a blacksmith shop which his son 
Albert operated from 1948 to 1967. 

Due to the railroad, the rapid development of 
the quarries and the influx of settlers, Tyndall, for a 
period of time, became the focal point of the area. A 
very large number of general stores operated in 
Tyndall after the coming of the railroad, some only 
briefly, others mentioned here, for longer periods of 
time. 

The first store was that of William Henry, who 
traded in furs and bartered groceries for wood, 
butter, eggs and hides (these for leather, which he 
sold to a Winnipeg tannery). As was then the 
custom, crackers, vinegar, molasses, coal oil, apples, 
etc., were kept in barrels. 

C. Nelson Store, 1945. Curlers are Mr. Urbanski, F. Downie, 
E. V. Wawryshyn, 'Cap' Kapalik, after winning 'Pork & Beans' 
curling event in Beausejour. 
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Home, post office, blacksmith shop; S.D. Morden, 1903-06. 

Bredin Blacksmith Shop, 1931. 

Nels Petersen built a store in 1906, was 
postmaster until 1911, and sold the business to Mr. 
and Mrs. Gustaf Nelson who operated the business 
until 1945. During that time Mr. Nelson was also 
postmaster, served on the school board and 
operated a farm. After several other owners, the '.,; 
store burned down in 1948. Mr. Ted Wawryshyn 
from 1920 to his retirement in 1974, along with his 
wife, Mae, operated a store, a hotel, a restaurant, 
and a contracting business at various times. Mr. 
Fred Morden, also a very active businessman, 
operated a general store with his brother, Earl, in 
1928, a garage at the corner of Pearson and Hwy.44 
which he sold to N.Bodnarchuk, two dance 
pavillions, and a grocery store. He also served on the 
school board. Mr. and Mrs. EarlMordenranaschool 
supplies and giftware store for many years, which 
was well patronized by the school children across 
the street. Both have contributed much to the 
communtiy; Earl in sports activities, Gladys as a 
music teacher and as a voluntary musician at school, 
church, and other local functions. Julie and Henry 
Dancho were involved in the trucking business, had 
the B.A. dealership, and later operated a general 



store from 1949 to 1969. This couple was also active 
in the village. Julie was school board member and 
Henry drove the school bus. Both participated in 
church and communal affairs. In 1939 Nick and 
Mary Bodnarchuk operated a garage and hot dog 
stand. In 1945 they built a large grocery store which 
they operated as well until 1955. Subsequent 
owners were S.Bodnarchuk, E.Clupp, and A.Brun
eau, and today the building has been remodelled into 
a drive-inn restaurant owned and operated by Mr. 
and Mrs. Gordon Topnick. In the meantime, son 
Allan and his wife Sandi took over the operation of 
the garage and expanded the business to include 
sales and service of Polaris snowmobiles and are 
now the longest running Polaris dealership in 
Manitoba. 

Fred Morden's Garage with John Kisiow. Greek Catholic 
Church in background, 1937. 

Mr. Nick Prychun, an active storekeeper from 
1920 to 1950 and a school board member, was highly 
instrumen tal in the building of the Greek Orthodox 
Church. Louis and Nellie Kisiloski bought the 
grocery store. After a change of ownership and 
subsequent re-possession, they built a new store in 
1964 which was sold in 1975 to the present owners, 
Joe and Iris Luch. Louis and son Larry established 
the Kisiloski Farm and Garden Supply Centre in 
1975 which is a thriving operation. 
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Dancho Store, 1950's. 

Wawryshyn Store, 1939. 

Former Prychun Store, 1955 



Kisiloski Grocery, 1970. 

Mr. Albert Blue ran an ice cream parlor and 
confectionary shop from 1911 to 1920. Also within 
the building was a telephone exchange, the post 
office, and during W.W.! a recruiting depot. This 
building was to become a butcher shop, Legion 
room, a justice of the peace office, a private 
residence, and is finally now, a warehouse. Where 
Archie's Allied Hardware store now stands, was 
once located the Tyndall Lumber Yard operated by 
Mr .Larson for a number of years during the 
building boom of the 1920's. Archie Warren 
established a hardware store in 1945 which is still in 
operation. The building is the village centre for 
utility bill payments, purchase of wildlife licences 
and insurance, and houses the post office. Also in 
operation since 1978is Roadside Cycle, managed by 
John McLaren and his four sons: Michael, Albert, 
Douglas and Gordon. 
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Tyndall Lumber Yard, 1920, Mr. Larson. 

Archie's Hardware, 1973. 



Red Deer Hotel, Winkler residence, Petersen Store, Dolyniuk 
Store (later Wawryshyn's). Livery barn on 1st St., 1905. 

The first motor car garage, situated on First 
and Oak Street, was operated by Albert Blair and 
Sander Pearson in 1926. It was opposite the livery 
barn which was run by Tom Foster. Tom drove a 
double-seat democrat that picked up train 
passengers in Garson for departure from Tyndall. 
Other times, he hauled wood and lime. In the 1930's 
Blair and Pearson opened Blair's Garage next to the 
Tyndall Hotel where Albert was car and Sander was 
diesel specialists. Later, Sander Pearson opened his 
own garage at the corner of Pearson and Hwy.44, 
operating it until his retirement. Mr .Blair retired in 
the late 1930's. The livery barn business declined 
when cars became common. Mr.Mike Wawryshyn 

Blair's Garage with Joe Jaworski, 1940. 
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purchased Blair's Garage and ran a trucking 
business after World War II. Mr.Zenon Sabat, then 
Dan Zack took over the trucking enterprise, while 
Mike ran a taxi service for over 20 years. 

In the early 1900's, Mr.Ernest Kaye, who ran a 
photography shop, was kept busy with family 
gatherings, school groups, quarry studies, etc. and 
many photos we now possess are due to him. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Anderson operated a 
mink ranch for many years after W. w.n. There was 
also Ted's (Gmitroski) T.V. Repair Shop which 
performed a much sought after service for over 10 
years in the 1960's and 70's. 

Mike Wawryshyn Trucking, 1942. 
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Throughout 1930-70 Tyndall had the services 
of barber and shoe repair men, Kost Hnatuik, Max 
Koprichuk and Carten Johnson. In 1963 Evelyn's 
(Chymysh yn) Beauty Shop was opened and is still in 
operation. Terry's (Chercoe) Plumbing and Heating 
has also been very busy since 1970. Insurance 
companies too, have been adequately represented 
by agents in the past, Mrs.Mary Bodnarchuk, 
Mrs. Pearl Riddall, Fred Nelson and Archie Warren. 

Today there are still a number of miscellaneous 
on-going enterprises: F.Kazina's Backhoe; G. 
Gauthier's Backhoe; Greschuk's Triple E Trucking; 
GDudek's Black Gold; J.Hosco and P.Kroeker's 
Construction; L.Kowalke's Pioneer Plumbing; 
O.Kalinski Enterprises; G.M.K., which produces 
asphalt products, operated by E.Mulla, P.Mulla, 
W.Grouette and M.Kostelnyk. 

The Red Deer Hotel was built by Jack Little in 
1907, operated by Riedel's Brewry and run by 
MrDietz until about 1926. In 1944itwas bought by 
Mr.Ted Weselak and renovated into a dance hall, 
banquet hall and pool room known as Teddie's 
Place. The beautiful three storey structure burned 
to the ground in 1972. Tyndall Hotel, directly 
across, was built about 1905 by Jack's brother, Bill 
Little, operated as a rooming house until 1926 when 
Ted Wawryshyn purchased it. He operated a hotel 

Red Deer Hotel (Teddie's Place), 1912. 
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until 1931 when Mr.Bayuk took over. In 1934 Mr. 
and Mrs. Norman Cass became the new owners. In 
1968 Peter Mirecki bought the hotel, took it down, 
and constructed the presen t Tyndall Motor Hotel. It 
became the first mixed beverage room, featuring 
live entertainment, in Tyndall's history. Later 
operators included Rudy Nowakowski and Bernie 
Cheater. Today the Motor Hotel is operated by Mr. 
and Mrs. Gordon Wutke. 

Interior Red Deer Hotel, 1912. 

Burning hotel, 1972. 



Tyndall Hotel, 1935. 

Tyndall Elevator was built by the Lake of the 
Woods in 1920. In 1960 an annex was added and it 
was sold to the Manitoba Pool Elevator. Some of the 
agents who served there and made significant 
contributions to the community were Jack Kehoe, 
Bobby Burns, Jock Gordon, Frank Downie, Harry 
Lyle and Al Smith. It is presently being operated by 
Ed Bialek & Sons who are grain brokers. 

Mr. Steve Woods became the first section man 
in this area in 1893. The first station agent is 
believed to have been MrDowell. Agents who 
participated actively in village affairs were many: 
Stan Nixon, school board member, built the 
handsome "Patterson House", since demolished; 
Lou Taylor, great organizer and participant in all 
sports activities; Mr.Armstrong, also a staunch 
sports supporter; Joe Queen, who donated his 
recorder, amps, and time for any organization that 
requested his services. 

Joe Queen. 

Mr. and Mrs. N. Cass, operators Tyndall Hotel, 1934-68. 

Tyndall Elevator, about 1920. 

Patterson house, 1950. 
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In the maintenance of the railway, S.Woods, 
Bill Patterson, E.Karpec and W.Boyko were the best 
known. Mr. Karpec spent 47 years with the C.P.R. 

Tyndall has been fortunate inhaving daily mail 
service since 1893. Postmasters have been: 
Murdock McLeod 1893; J.Healy 1894-1900; 
W.G.Hancock 1900-01; SD.Morden 1903-06; 
T.Girard, about 1908; N.Peterson 1909-11; J.Wal
ton 1911; A.M.Blue 1911-1920; G.Nelson 1920-45; 
G.Lidster 1945; }.Whyte 1945; A.Warren 1945-
1957; and K.Warren 1957 to present. In the last 90 
years there have been many changes in the postal 
service. Initially mail arrived daily by train and many 
people used to gather there to watch the train come 
in. Today the mail arrives by courier transport. Up 
until the 1950's many ethnic papers, Swedish, 
German, Ukrainian and Polish came into the 
district. Today there are few - another sign of the 
changes of time. 

First Orange Hall, 1911, located on Centre Street. Back row: 
Abe Little, Lome Blue, Billy Joyce, Jock Fitchwater, Bert Blue, 
Harry Pearce, Hud Walton, Tom Sinclair, Chas. Popham. 
Middle row: Dave McLaren, Bill Henry Sr., Steve Woods, Tom 
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Post Office, 1911, operated by J. Walton. 

Olive, Jack Bovair, Jacob Winkler. Front row: Albert Jensen, 
Arnit Jones, Angus Murray, Norman Murray, unknown, Ed 
Jones, Jim Kelly, Bill Henry Jr. 



Tyndall has been fortunate in having a number 
of good halls where various social functions could 
take place. The earliest was the Orange Hall about 
1910 located on Centre Avenue. It burned down so 
the original United Church became the Orange Hall 
in 1939. St. Michael's Hall opened on St.Michael's 
Day in 1927 and is still operative. Teddie's operated 
for many years and now the basement hall of the 
Tyndall Motor Hotel can accomodate 500 people. 
The Greek Orthodox Hall is used primarily for 
church functions. The Legion Hall had many sites; 
Blue's Parlor, the old Swedish church, then the 
second Orange Hall from 1952 until it was torn 
down. 

The first Tyndall School (built oflogs) on Main 
Street served the settlers until 1906. In 1906 a two 
room school was built for eight grades. It served the 
needs of Tyndall and Garson for several years. It 
was according to school records, "very over
crowded". In 1914 a much larger school, consisting 
of six rooms, was built to serve the community until 
1958 and it housed Grade one to 12. The fourth 
school, built in 1959, served Grade four to six. The 
remainder of the students are bussed to Garson, 
Beausejour and Selkirk. 

Grade six, seven and eight class of 1919. Mr. McIntyre, Bessie 
Sergent, Esther Nelson, Agnes Lundberg, Lily Sandberg, 
Agnes Stram berg, Mabel Richard, Freda Abramson, Evelyn 
Stramberg, Eileen Neily, Herman Winkler, Florence Christie, 
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2nd school Tyndall, 1906-14. 

Mary Christie, Dan Holmberg, Irene Nelson, G. Hedberg, Fred 
Nelson, Don Neily, Kelly Gullett, Henry Tetroe, Willie 
Barnoski, Olaf Nelson, Bert McKay. 



3rd school Tyndall, 1914-1958. 

Teachers were found originall y through ads in 
the Free Press and the now defunct "Telegram" and 
Tribune. If all else failed, the board would" ask the 
inspector to send a young man or a good girl". 
Though our records only go back to 1909, it is 
apparent that the schools were operated efficiently 
by local school boards. First principal in 1909 was 
Mr.Clifford Rogers and the other teacher was Miss 
McCall. School board members then were 
Mr.Gremshaw, Dr. Goulden, Jake Winkler and 
Mr.R.Gerard. Teachers worked on a month to 
month basis, receiving part salaries so the school 
could continue. 

All readers will recall with fondness some of 
the teachers of the over 150 who taught in Tyndall. 
Some of the principals who were in charge were: 
Mr.Justice, 1918; Miss Hamilton, 1926; Mr.King, 
1930; Mr. Cresswell, 1931; Mr. Duncan, 1933; 
Mr. Lavoie, 1934; Norman Wright, 1940; Dave 
Macdonald, 1940; Mr.E.Moffatt, Mr.Segal, Mr. 
Beckstead, Henry Kazina, and at present, Don 
Mazur. Two teachers who taught in Tyndall for 
over 20 years were Mrs.Evelyn Barton and 
Mrs.Nancy Winkler. Mrs. Barton, who retired in 

Norman Wright and Dave Macdonald with grade 11 and 12 
class, 1937-38. 

124 

Mrs. Evelyn (Downie) Barton with her grade one class Tyndall, 
1954. 

1971, gave many a youngster a happy start, being a 
Grade one teacher for much of that time. Nancy, 
who retired in 1977, was a member of the first 
graduating class from Tyndall Senior High in 1937 
(the other graduates were Herald Morrison, Peter 
Prychun, Mildred Holmberg, Alice Holmstrom). 
Her first school was Greenwich where she taught 
45 pupils in grades one to eight. In her teaching 
experiences, 1959 stands out -theyearthe Tyndall 
School burned down. Makeshift classrooms were 
set up in every available building. Nancy recalled 
teaching in the Legion Hall and the skating rink 
shack. That winter, it was not uncommon to remain 
dressed in outdoor clothing all day long! 

A caretaker of more than 20 years, remember
ed fondly by many former students was Mr.Kristin 
Mouritzen, who started at the job in 1921. 
Mr.Herman Nelson must also be mentioned here as 
the very capable secretary-treasurer of the Tyndall 
School board from 1930 to 1952. 

After the consolidation of rural schools, there 
was no further need for local school board members 
and the first representative from our district was 
Ted Wawryshyn. He was succeeded by Robert 
Gmitroski who is still serving our area. 

In retrospect, things have changed very little. 
In 1915 teachers were asked "to keep children in the 
school grounds on account of the dangerous 
practice of jumping on sleighs". It must not be 
believed that the old timers were angelic students. 
According to Mr. Robert Sergent, the boys (around 
1914) would break holes in the plastered walls to 
hide snuff behind the wooden laths. However, woe 
betide the culprit who was caught! Punishment was 
swift and severe. One principal broke his cane over a 
student's head. Another teacher was reprimanded 
by the Department of Education. She ~as accu~ed 
of giving 104 lashes of a strap to a mlsbehavmg 
student, but she insisted it was more like 85! 



Mrs. Nancy Winkler and grade six class, 1970. Back row: Ted 
Lotecki, Joe Belinski, Doug Nowakoski, Don Robertson, 
Dennis Zarvie, Gary Dudek. Second row: Miles McAuley, 
Willy Wasylik, Cheryl Kozan, Sandra Rodginski, Wes Warren, 

Unlike the students of today who travel in 
comfort, pupils of yester-year went to school by 
horse and cutter (if they were lucky). They were 
kept warm by hay and pre-heated stones in the 
bottom of the vehicle. However, even if they had to 
walk the three to four miles, they preferred school 
to the hard labor on the early homesteads and 
students today would find it hard to relate to the 
little girl in grade eight, who when asked why she 
was crying, said she was forced to quit "to help on 
the farm". 

In 1939 an event of significance took place 
when all school children were taken by train to be 
present at the Silver Jubilee visit of George VI and 
Queen Elizabeth and all were given commemora
tive teaspoons in memory of the occasion. 

Greenwich School, four miles north of 
Tyndall, served the surrounding farm community 
until consolidation took place. Citizens of the 
district who at one time taught there include Nancy 
Winkler, Henry Kazina, Eleanor Kazina, Phyllis 
Ward, Roy Katazinski and Laura Armstrong. 
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Rose Howie, Annette Withe, Robert Bukoski, Margaret 
Bisewski. Front row: Janice Thorarenson, Agnela Jamieson, 
Rhonda Nikel, Brenda Grycko, Janice Stefansson, Donna 
Leiman, Wanda Greschuk. 

Greenwich school, 1943. 



Tyndall Gospel Mission, located at the corner 
of Main Street and Centre Avenue, the earliest 
church in Tyndall, was established around 1890 on 
land donated by Mr. Murdock McLeod. Early 
worshippers were led by Mr. and Mrs. McLeod. 
Many of the members of the congregation gave 
testimonials and there were occasional disagree
men ts as to who was to do the preaching. One of the 
more colourful lay-preachers was Charles "Peg
Leg" Johnson, who led the congregation for many 
years. Several anecdotes are recalled. His favorite 
testimonial was: 

"Butter's going up, 
Sugar's going up, 
And I am going up too. 
Praise the Lord." 

Willie and Annie Lewis, lay preachers at mission. 

The Presbyterian Church was established 
about 1903 on land donated by Mr. Jake Winkler. It 
had a large congregation from Tyndall and Garson. 
The first organist on record was Mr. Tom Foster 
and the first Sunday school superintendent and 
choirmaster was Mr. Arthur Earle of Garson. The 
church was replaced in 1939 by the present building. 
Student minister at that time was Mr.Grant Smith 
and the church was dedicated by Reverend 
Macdonald. The first wedding ceremony was that 
of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kapalik (nee Joyce McLeod) 
during W.W.lI. Church was served by student 
ministers until 1958 when Reverend Henningsen 
accepted the charge. Next was Reverend N.Powell 
and today Reverend B.Werry is the minister in 
charge. Some of the organists that have played are 
Ellen Little, Ernie Margeson, Venita Anderson, and 
at present, Helen McKay. Gordon or 'Scout' Foster 
was caretaker of the church for many years. A 
Sunday school served the needs of the children from 
its beginning until the mid-seventies. 

Tyndall Gospel Mission and congregation, 1915. 

Joyce and 'Kappy" Kapalik. 

St. Mark's United with Ernie Margeson organist. 
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Scout Foster. 

To serve the Swedish community, services 
were held at the church-home of Reverend 
AJ.Peterson at the corner of Morden and Pearson, 
until a church was built in 1907. The new church 
was located at Pearson and Second. Mr.Peterson, 
who lived in Tyndall, was the preacher and Sunday 
school director for 28 years. This church was later 
used as a Pentecostal Mission until it was destroyed 
by fire. 

Rev. A.J. Peterson, Swedish Church, 1925, with congregation. 

The Ukrainian Catholic Church was organized 
in 1912. The original founders were: D. Kazina, 
S.Yarmol, N.Kazina, ALucek, ALitkowich, H. 
Chymyshyn, M.Horosko, J.Klimchuk, AYurkiew, 
S.Nimchuk, M.Plazio, S.Kisiow, K.Bodnarchuk, 
JDolynuik, M.Hewko, P.Kisiow, M.Homan, J. 
Roth, J.Katzaly, P.5awchuk, K.Batenchuk, and 
M.Zdrowjeski. The church was replaced by a 
modern building in 1961 with construction under 
the supervision of the Reverend Matt Kotowich. 
The bell tower which was built for the original 
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church in 1928, remains and is of unique 
construction. 

The Tyndall Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
began construction in May of 1933 and was 
completed by July of 1933. Original trustees were 
M.Zaluski, M.Hnatuik and N.Prychun. The church 
was built with local help under the direction of 
Anton Prychun ata total cost of $1,973.73. Twenty
two members of the congrega tion made a combined 
donation of $18.25 which covered the painting of 
the church inside and out. The official opening 
services in 1933 were led by the Reverend 
c.W.Sawchuk, Reverend P.Halitski, and the 
Reverend P.Zaparaniuk. A 27-voice choir under the 
direction of Zenon Moroz was formed in 1954 and 
performed at many functions. 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church. 



Orthodox Ukrainian choir, Zenon Moroz choir director, 1954. 

John the Baptist Roman Catholic Catholic Church. 
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A church to serve the Polish people was 
established under the direction of Father Prokop in 
1942. Today the St.John the Baptist church is in 
the charge of Father Buckwald. 

In the early years of the century, coffins were 
usually hand made. John Lewis built coffins in his 
barn and his granddaughter, Rosella, now Mrs.John 
Peterson, lined them with satin material purchased 
from Selkirk. Mr.Arthur Hill, another local resident 
also built coffins. This service was performed for 
the cost of the materials - a typical neighbourly 
gesture. Funerals of our pioneers often took place at 
home. The body of the deceased was "laid out in the 
parlor". Family and friends presided at wakes, 
women wore black veils to the actual service held at 
the local church or by the graveside, and black arm 
bands were worn by family members for a "decent 
interval" of mourning, during which period one did 
not expect to see them at festivities. It was the 
custom, too, to leave notices in public places relating 
details of a death and funeral. 

.;. 



j1\ieb 
AT GARSON QUARRY. ON MONDAY. 

MARCH 20. 1916 

THOMAS ARMSTRONG 
AGED 59 YEARS. 3 MONTHS 

THE FUNERAL WILL lEAVE THE FAMilY RESIDENCE 

AT GARSON QUARRY. AT ONE O·CLOCK. ON THURS

DAY, MARCH 23RD. 1916. TO THE PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH. AND FROM THERE TO TYNDALL CEMETERY. 

FRIENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES PLEASE 

ACCEPT THIS NOTICE. 

Death notice of T. Armstrong, 1916. 

The Tyndall Cemetery is located one mile 
north of Tyndall present. The site was chosen by 
Mrs.Wm.Riley in 1895, though several persons had 
already been buried in the R.J.5ergent fields which 
are adjacent. Mr. and Mrs. Sergent, now deceased, 
and subsequently their son, George, have always 
been in charge of the cemetery. The village 
cemetery is full of the history of the area. Many tiny 
graves bear evidence of the harshness of life in those 
early days when some families lost as many as five 
children under four years of age. 

Funeral of Mrs. Walter Tucker, walking down Pearson Drive 
to the cemetery, about 1921. 

Orangemen Parade, Jone's Funeral, walking down Pearson Drive to the cemetery, 1911. 
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In the early settlements, recreation was home
made. Mr. Steve Woods told of "those jolly old house 
parties when everyone gathered and danced to the 
tunes of an old time fiddler till the small hours of the 
morning". Even today, it is a great pleasure to watch 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Tessier dance the "heel-and-toe". 
Not only did dancing take place at house parties, but 
regular dances were held in halls where square 
dances were "called" by people like Fred Gray and 
Luther Yates. Dances like the old-time waltz, the 
Swedish schottische and the Red River Jig are nearly 
forgotton today but were very popular at the time. 
In the thirties, dances moved to the lofts of the 
newly built barns and barn-dances became the style. 
Two most popular spots were the Pete Anderson 
barn and the Henry Dancho barn. From 1945, New 
Year's Eve at Teddie's became the tradition. 
Teddie's was also the site of a phenomenon of the 
forties - the shower/stag. The three storey 
building was perfect for this type of event, a stagin 
the basement, a shower on the second floor, and a 
dance to finish off the evening on the third floor. 

Movies, too, could be seen at Teddie's in the 
forties. On Sunday nights, though people had to sit 
on uncomfortable backless benches, the hall was 
always full. Occasionally, Ukrainian films were 
brought out to St.Michael's Hall and these were 
especially popular with the elderly Ukrainian 
pioneers. 

A t the turn of the century, weddings were held 
at private homes and lasted two to three days. 
Families and friends did all the cooking and even 
provided the spirits. Local musicians played. 

Concerts were very important and popular, 
particularly the annual school and church Christ
mas concerts. During the thirties and forties, 
St. Michael's Hall was the setting for plays every 
Sunday night. Actors dressed in Ukrainian 
costume and using the Ukrainian language retained 
a link with their heritage. Older citizens still recall 
the fine performances of Tony Dolyniuk, Pearl 
Winkler, Mike Wawryshyn, Kornel Bodnarchuk, 
Anna Chymyshyn, and Sophie Dolynuik. 

Christmas concert at Orange Hall, 1934. Grade four pupils: 
Russell Beers, Violet Beers, Lorraine Sandberg, Ev Wawry
shyn, Johanna Schreyer, John Cass, Vera Prychun. 
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The many stores were gathering places for 
villagers, especially in the evenings. Outdoor 
benches and hitching rails provided a place for 
renewing acquaintances, after tying up the horses. 
As a matter of fact, the large stone with a hitching 
ring in front of the Red Deer Hotel was a testing 
ground where a man could "prove he was a man" by 
lifting the stone with one finger. Many did. 

Although Sunday was considered a day of rest, 
the church was very important. Church attendance 
was large. Choirs, Sunday school, picnics, and 
visiting were all part of the day's activities and these 
developed strong feelings of fellowship in the 
community. 

Less physically demanding were the card 
parties. Whist drives were regular events during the 
winter and lenten seasons and these were held in 
the school or local halls. Bridge players formed 
clubs. Some of those members were Messers. 
W.Tucker, C.Barclay, J.Kehoe, A. Riddall, T. 
Wawryshyn, H.Winkler, L.Taylor, J.Cresswell, 
J.Beckstead, Mrs.G.Nelson, Mrs.Cass, Mrs.Taylor 
and Mrs.Riddall. 

Men participated in snooker and Boston 
tournaments and the beer parlor remained the 
exclusive bastions of the male population until the 
late 1960's. 

The bitter cold of winter was ignored during 
the Christmas season. The making of gifts and 
decorations, travelling by horse and cutter 
(wrapped snugly in furs and woollens) to the house 
parties, special church and school events, including 
carolling, all were remembered long after the 
season passed. Then, too, there was skating on 
Brown's "Big Lake" before rinks were made. 

Travelling by horse and cutter. 



The Tyndall skating rink has had five locations. 
The first was north of the C.P.R. tracks while all 
others were on the south side. These rinks were 
generally constructed by volunteer help and were 
the center of winter activity. They have provided 
healthful recreation and some outstanding hockey 
teams. Shortly after the First World War, there 
were four teams operating in a Tyndallleagueatthe 
same time and these were called North, South, East 
and West. The best players were selected from these 
teams to compete against teams from Beausejour, 
Selkirk, Kenora and Keewatin. All travel was done 
by train. The Rocky Seven was the first Tyndall 
team to gain prominence. The team had seven 
players and the seventh player was called a Rover. 
He played anywhere. Members of this team were 
Herman Nelson (goalie), Frank Blue, Eddie Blue, 
Lou Taylor, Ed Jensen, Phillip Lewis, Oscar 
Stranberg, Walt Sinclair and Norman Sinclair. In 
the 1920's success continued and the teams enjoyed 
great support as indicated by the song (marching 
thru Georgia tune) written by Cliff Brown: 

The hockey time has come again 
as plainly you can see. 

I hope you1l all give support 
to help win victory. 

The good old team does all the work 
and we have all the fun 

So bring out your families 
and come, come, come! 

There's Philip and there's Oscar and brave young 
Morden too 

Walt and Norman play the game of hockey good 
and true 

And Eddie with his eyes of blue, come 
skating down the rink 

And Horner with his nerve of STEELE will 
bring good luck we think. 

Taylor with his locks of gold 
who manages the team 

And Knox who acts as president 
upon a throne unseen 

Murray who's from Garson town 
that handles all the dough 

With Tucker as our goalie, 
we're sure to make it go! 

Chorus: 
Hurrah, hurrah, we1l give them cheer for cheer 
Hurrah, hurrah, wellcheerthem through the year 
We1l not forget a single one 
How happy we will be 
When they come back with honors 
For the T.AC.! 
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Selkirk District Intermediate Champs, 1930-31: Backrow:L.L. 
Taylor, C. Winkler, E. Abramson. Front row: E. Morden, N. 
Sinclair, A Nelson, A Hurrell, E. Lungstrom. 

In the 1930-31 season Tyndall again hada fine 
winner when its hockey team became the Selkirk 
and district Intermediate Champions with a record 
of 16 wins, one tie, and one loss. There were no 
substitute players - each member played the whole 
game. For 25¢ the spectators could watch outdoors. 

In the 1930's and 1940's, Tyndall continued to 
produce competitive hockey teams which entered 
the MAHA play-downs in the province and acquited 
themselves well, for example, the Tyndall Beavers. 

Tyndall Beavers, 1938. Bert Turner (goalie), Jack Mullin, 
Charlie Turner, Mike Chymyshyn, Archie Warren, Kenneth 
McKay, Earl McKay, Alf Anderson, Jim Turner, Billy 
Danylchuk. At back: Walt Tucker, Fred Morden. 



In the 1950's and 1960's, Tyndall competed in 
the local leagues and it is fitting to mention that Jim 
Johnson, who was la ter to star with the Philadelphia 
Flyers in the professional ranks for a number of 
years, was a young lad who lived in Tyndall and 
played for the local team. 

A credit to our athletic history is Jim who later 
played junior hockey for the Winnipeg Rangers 
from 1958 to 1961. His professionalcareerfollows: 
Sudbury Wolves, 1961-63; St.Paul's Rangers,1963-
66; Omaha Knights and Philadelphia Flyers, 1966-
72; Los Angeles Kings, 1972-73; and Minnesota 
Fighting Saints, 1973-75. Subsequently Jimmy 
coached the St. Boniface Saints in the Manitoba 
Junior Hockey League and the T ranscona Railers in 
the Junior 'B' League. Presently Jim operates 
Johnson's Sports Centre and Hockey School in 
Transcona. At present, our local young men play in 
the Beausejour Industrial League. 

Jim Johnson 
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Tyndall Industrial League, 1975. Back: Randy Bodner, Eugene 
Johnson, John Kisiloski, David Warren. Middle: Richard 
Hnatuik, Wynn Gmitroski, Ed Greschuk, Tim Warren, Jeff 
Nagam, Michael Wiczling. Front: Doug Nowakoski, Wes 
Warren, Rick Stefansson, Mike Kililoski, Fred Kazina (coach). 

In the 1920's there was a capable Tyndall 
women's hockey team, but the great shot of 
M.Pearce of Garson proved their undoing! 

The rink did not only provide hockey games. 
There were many other entertaining (and 
sometimes hilarious) events. In 1952 a broomball 
grudge match was played between the north and 
south side of the village. No one remembers the 
score, but the goal-keepers, Fred Nelson and John 
Kisiow, commented that they had more trouble 
keeping the players out of the net than the puck. 

Carnivals complete with queens were held 
annually and rink caretakers such as George Olive, 
Albert Blair and Max Barton did much to stimulate 
the activity in the long winter evenings. 

In more recent years, since 1962, a three-sheet 
curling rink has occupied local curlers. In the 1970's, 
snowmobiling replaced many of the former winter 
activities, since nearly every home has a snow
mobile. Several local residents who have made a 
mark in this field include Gerry Malby and his wife 
Karen, Terry Chercoe and Alan Bodnarchuk. The 
latest winter sport that is rapidly gaining in 
popularity is ringette, an action sport. 



The community of Tyndall has always been 
very conscious and proud of its activities in sport. 
Many fine baseball teams have competed for the 
Ross Trophy emblematic of supremacy in North 
Eastern Manitoba. They have also been worthy 
competitors in Manitoba baseball tournaments. 

Competing against teams from Oakbank, 
Dugald, Birds Hill, Beausejour, Whitemouth, Lacdu 
Bonnet, and Pine Falls, there was always rivalry that 
kindled great interest, particularly onJuly 1st, when 
tournaments were held. Undoubtedly, the most 
successful team in Tyndall's baseball history was 
the championship team of 1954-55-56, which won 
the Ross Trophy three years in a row. The team also 
competed extensively in tournaments and was well 
known and respected. Many other fine teams 
performed well. The Tyndall Legion sponsored a 
little league team for several years. The Selkirk and 
District Pony League title was won by Tyndall 
Giants in 1966, a team coached and managed by 
Eugene Michalow, Wayne Riddall, Henry Kazina 
and John Gmitroski. 

Tyndall Baseball Club, 1954. Back row: Larry Erickson, Bob 
Warren, John Gmitroski, Archie Cryplywy, Jack Coughlin, 
Ted Gmitroski, Dick Armstrong, Joe Kostuik, Mike 
Chymyshyn. Front row: John Kisiow, Bob Gmitroski, Don 
Campbell, J.Wasney, Irwin Stefansson, Ed Komadowski, 
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Tyndall Giants, 1966. Back: Eugene Michalow, Roger Kintop, 
Fred Kazina, Lyle Dunsmore, Dan Delolye, Willie Kazina, 
Wayne Riddall, Don Bodnarchuk, Rick Bredin, Philip 
Bodnarchuk, Harlon Kintop, Marley Dash, David Warren. 

Ralph Kubish, Ronald Dee, Gus Nelson, Cece McIntosh, 
Herman Winkler. Kneeling: Ted Batenchuk, Ed Kruk, Peter 
Yarmill, Ted Weselake, Lou Bourgeault, Fred Nelson, Archie 
Warren, Gary Weselake and Ross Trophy. 



Not to be forgotten is one of Tyndall's very 
earliest baseball teams of 1920, an early champion. 
Players were: Archie Wright, Frank Blue, Carl 
Winkler, J.Collins, Joe Tetroe, Walter Sinclair, Earl 
Morden, Albert Jensen, Arthur Hills, Eddie Blue, 
Johnny Murray, and Lou Taylor. 

Tyndall also participated in various fastball 
leagues, both for men and women. Today many 
people take part in slow pitch softball. It is a game 
anyone can play in the spirit of conviviality and fun. 

Other summer time events were the picnics, as 
part of church, school, Legion life. These took place 
on ball playgrounds or school yards. Especially 
important in the early 1900's were the Victoria Day 
picnics, as evidenced by the popular school boy 
chant: 

"The twenty-fourth of May 
Is the Queen's birthday -
If we don't get a holiday 
We11 all run away!" 
The school board minutes of 1912 allot $12.00 

for the Victoria Day picnic. Races (three-legged, 
wheel-barrow, sack), ball games and ice cream were 
all part of the day's festivities. 

Rafting in the deep ditches or on Big Lake was a 
popular spring time activity. Swimming took place 
at Devil's Creek, or in the dangerously deep 
quarries, the latter still a very en tieing place to spend 
a hot summer day. 

One of the finest all-around female athletes 
ever produced in Manitoba was Evelyn Wawry
shyn, brilliant star of baseball, hockey, basketball, 
track and cycling. As a shortstop in the Winnipeg 
Girls' Softball League in 1945, she won the Komaw 
Trophy as the most valuable member to her team. 
Ton y Allan, Tribune sports writer wrote that, if she 
were a boy "she would be worth $50,000 and the 
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stands would be full of scouts". As a teacher in Flin 
Flon, she led the "Doodlebugs" to a basketball 
championship in 1946. She was an outstanding 
hockey player with Winnipeg Western All-Stars 
when they defeated Port Arthur for the dominion 
championship. She scored over fifty percent of her 
team's goals. She turned professional with the 
"All American Girls' Baseball League" in 1946 and 
performed until 1961 when she married and retired 
from baseball. Evelyn has won numerous trophies 
in other sports and presently participates in curling 
and golf. 

Evelyn Wawryshyn Moroz, 1950, star of Fort Wayne Daisies. 



Since 1964, car racing as a spectator sport has 
gained many Tyndall fans, due in great part, to the 
involvement of Alan Bodnarchuk who had won 
many competitions with his vehicles. His 1969 
Camaro, driven by Reg Wood, held the National Hot 
Rod Association world record for several years. 
Alan and his father, Nick, have an unusual hobby, 
the restoration of older cars. Alan has acquired 
many trophies at car shows in Canada and the 
United States. 

Tyndall has given support to many organiza
tions. The earliest one on record was the Loyal 
Orange Lodge. The Orangemen, a group which 
began before the first World War, was very active 
until the mid-forties. The Tyndall branch of the 
Canadian Legion No.128, serving Tyndall and 
Garson {and at one time Beausejour), and the Ladies 
Auxiliary to it, were responsible for decoration and 
Remembrance Day Services and continue to serve 
the interests of the veterans. A long-standing and 
dedicated member 'of this organization was 
Louis Bourgeault of Garson. The Tyndall Rate
payers Association, credited with a number of 
village improvements: street signs, stop signs, 
improved street lighting, hard topped roads, 
sidewalks, etc., was particularly active in the fifties. 
For some years, Mrs.Julie Dancho was president of 
a Tyndall branch of the Beausejour Hospital Guild. 
Immediately following World War II, the 2nd 
Armored Car Branch of Reserve Army of the 147th 
A.T. Battery, Tyndall Troop, kept a number of 
young men well occupied. Many branches of the 4-
H Club continue with active membership. The 

C.G.I.T., 1961. Bonnie Winkler, Judy Warren, Donna 
Chercoe, Coleen Anderson, Angela Greschuk, Ruth Johnson, 
Karen Kisiow, Merle Winkler, Mrs.Boyd, Diane Sawchuk, 
Peggy Yates, Mrs.V.Anderson, Audrey Johnson, Melody 
Holmberg, Isabel Evans. 
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Alan Bodnarchuk with 1929 Model A Roadster. 

various churches have always had women's groups 
to assist the parishes. St. Michael's Women's Club is 
renowned for its fine spring teas which featUl'e the 
Ukrainian Easter bread, Paska. St. Mark's United 
Church Ladies Club has been a small but active 
group throughout the years. Affiliated with it 
during the sixties was a CG.LT. group, organized 
by Mrs.Venita Anderson and Mrs.A.Boyd, with 
Merle Winkler as the first president. 

The Tyndall Aerie No.3386 of the Fraternal 
Order of Eagles was established on April 20, 1969. 
The charter shows that 53 men were elected to 
membership with Gary Weselake as president. The 
basic philosophy of all Eagle organizations is that of 
"people helping people" and the local branch has 
practiced that precept by supporting many groups 
such as the Tyndall Curling Club, Garson and 
Tyndall Minor Hockey, Ratepayers Association, 
Beausejour Memorial Arena, Garson Senior 
Citizen Home, Tyndall Fastball Clubs, 4-H Clubs 
and many many others. The present executive is led 
by Doug Wozny, Gerald Dufault, Henry Kazinaand 
Stan Kazina. 

In the early years, Tyndall had a large measure 
of autonomy. The citizens ran their own school and 
local justice-of-the-peace,Joe Walton and later 
Dugald Blue, presided over, and settled minor 
disputes. For example, in 1911, Joe Walton was to 
hold a trial for an out-of-season moose shooting. He 
asked that the moose be stored in his porch for 
evidence at the trial the next day. During the night, 
the moose was stolen. Case was dismissed due to 
lack of evidence. 

Another example was when a pioneer 
submitted a bill to the school board for 25 hours of 
work. When asked why the bill claimed 25 hours, 
the citizen replied he had worked" during the lunch 
hour"! 



Local citizens who have been elected to serve a 
reeve for the Brokenhead Municipality were: Ted 
Wawryshyn, Clifford Barclay, Alec McLeod and 
Irvin Stefansson. Those who have served on the 
council were Jake Winkler, A.Christensen, T. 
Wawryshyn, A. McLoed, John Pleskacz and Ed 
Komadowski, who is councillor at present. 

Clifford Barclay was a member of the 
Legislative Assembly from 1922 to 1932. He 
farmed, then later lived in the village. He was a 
brilliant man who had considerable influence in the 
direction of political activity in his era. He was 
involved in most village activities. In World War I he 
served with the Imperial Royal Engineers. 

Through the years the village has seen many 
changes from the days when Jerry Dennet's house 
stood on the road allowance (wagons had to drive 
around the house) to the present days of asphalt 
surfaced Pearson Drive. Some of the original 
buildings remain: the Nelson farmhouse, now 
owned by Mr. and Mrs. Hewins; the old Wm. 
Sinclair house, belonging now to the Borysowich 
family. Unfortunately a landmark, the huge elm 
tree in the middle of Main Street, was removed 
when road oiling took place. Though it stood there 
since the turn of the cen tury, no accidents were ever 
recorded. 

Election day in 1914 outside the school. All men (and a dog). 
Some who can be identified are: Chris Petersen, Mr. Holm
berg, Sim Morden, Mr. Rasmussen. 
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Clifford and Isabel Barclay. 



( 2) 

Form U.R.P. 64 

Name of Case ____________ g~~q ___ ~~~~P:~~_~ __________________________________ File N o. _____ ~~ _________________________ _ 

Tyndall Man Address _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _ 

GUS NELSON Name of M erchan t ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _ 

Tyndall Man 
Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _ 

Authority for _________________ ~~~_~_~~_~~_~ _____________________________________ Amount $ __ 3 .. _00 ___________________________ _ 

~/ 
Recommended by -------- _:-::::::--~ __ . ---r---------~------- ____________________________________________ ~~_~~y ~..t- ____ -- -. __ -- ___ _ 

THE TYNDALL RELIEF COM1~ITTEE 
Relief Voucher. 

The Depression of the thirties struck a mortal 
blow to Tyndall from which the village has never 
truly recovered. The Tyndall quarries closed, no 
jobs were available, and a large exodus occurred as 
people moved out. For those who stayed, there was 
very little assistance and welfare was often refused. 
For those who obtained it, it was a pittance. People 
delivered wood to schools, did work on roads 
(statute labor) to get credit on their tax bills. It was a 
period of great poverty and sadness. It was only with 
the coming of the war in 1939 that recovery began. 

Though Tyndall is a small community, it has a 
proud record of sending patriotic young men to 
served in the armed forces. From the First World War 
the names of these who paid the supreme sacrifice 
will live forever: Pte.O.P.Lund; Pte.W.J.Henry; 
Pte.D.H.Cox; Pte.W.Walton; Pte.J.O'Conner; Pte. 
CSlater; Pte.F.Tetroe; Pte.F.Sotterman; Pte.]. 
Winkler; Pte.J.S.Hellgren; Pte.].Cachtley; and 
Cpl.L.A.Blue. 

In World War II, though many more young 
people volunteered in the service of their choice, it is 
good to note that the list of those who lost their lives 
is much shorter. Our fallen heroes: Pte.Nestor 
Probizanski; Pte.E.Lungstrum; Sgt.A.Roski; FlO 
A.Barclay. Sgt.Anton Roski, who went missing in 
1944, was awarded posthumously in 1946, the 
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R.CA.F. operational wings. 
FlO A.Barclay was a poet of some promise. 

Why he transferred from the Queen's Own 
Cameron Highlanders to the R.CA.F. is clearly 
explained in "In the Awkward Squad"! 

IN THE AWKWARD SQUAD 
"Right-dress! ... Squad, shun!" . 
"Right-turn! ... Quick-march." 
"Left-right _ .. Left-right!" 
"Pick-it-up! ... Left-right." 
"Eyes-front! .. , Cover-off!" 
"Swing-those-arms! _ .. Left!" 

Route-march, Main street, 
Street-cars, big trucks, 
Can't hear band play, 
Out-of-step ... try-again_ 
Portage ... Left-wheel, 
Dress-in-threes ... Crowds stare. 
What-do-they-think? 

What-do-we-care! 
Feet ache _ .. Legs ache, 
Eyes sore ... Shoulders sore, 
Back-ache ... Pick-it-up_ 
All day ... hot sun, 
Sweat, sweat ... Thirsty! 
DAMN HITLER! 

- PTE. ARNOLD BARCLAY 
Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders Winnipeg 



Fred Gray was a veteran of both world wars. In 
World War II, as a member of the Royal Canadian 
Engineers, he underwent harrowing experiences in 
the Dieppe raid, August 19, 1942. Though the 
village was far from the conflicts, nevertheless it 
was affected in different small ways: ration books, 
scrap drives, war bond drives, and manoeuvres of 
various regiments, eg.South Saskatchewan Regi
ment. 

Tyndall has not been immune to tragedies: 
train and car accidents, drownings, and even a 
murder have taken their toll. Some spectacular fires 
have also caused upheavels, such as those that 
destroyed the school in 1958 and Teddie's place in 
1972. A tragic fire took the lives of two brothers and 
a sister, William, Owen and Elizabeth Williams in 
1956. Little is known about the three who became 
recluses when their parents died, except that they 
came from Wales in 1887, worked hard and lived 
frugally (yet refusing old-age pensions) in a farm 
cabin three miles from Tyndall. Though they did 
some business in the village, they lived as pioneers, 
using coal oil lamps (which likely caused the fire), a 
horse drawn wagon and worshipped in a tiny chapel 
they built. 

A happier event was the Centennial Ball held 
on April 17, 1970, when over 600 people, dressed in 
costumes of the 1870's, crowded into the Tyndall 
Motor Hotel to celebrate Canada's birthday. Joe 
Kostiuk, president of the Ratepayers Association, 
and his wife, led the Grand March. George Forrest, 
representing early French voyageurs, read a poem 
written for the occasion by 88 year old "Grandpa" 
Otto Ostholm. 

A similar event occurred on February 5, 1972, 
when almost 700 people turned out at the Tyndall 

Ted and Mary Weselake. 
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Centennial Ball in 1970. John and Pearl Klimchuk with Wayne 
and Marlene Riddall in background. 

Motor Hotel to honor Ted and Mary Weselake. In a 
testimonial by A.Warren on behalf of the gathering, 
it was stated that Ted, a resident for 27 years, in that 
period "accomplished a lifetime of good work": a 
dedicated president of the Tyndall baseball club; a 
diligent worker with church groups, especially 
St.John's Parish (his own); trustee and chairman of 
Tyndall School board; executive of Ratepayer's 
Association; member of the Canadian Legion and 
the Canadian Order of Foresters; strong supporter 
and member of the Tyndall Curling Club; original 
initiator of Fraternal Order of Eagles; and a very 
successful business man who introduced live 
entertainment, e.g. Sleepy and Swede. His wife, 
Mary, daughter, Janet, and son, Gary, were a big 
help in all Ted's endeavors. 



Mrs. Anna Chymyshyn. 

Generally this story has recognized the 
contribution of our pioneers - people like Anna 
Chymyshyn, who was 91 years old on December 24, 
1981 and John Borysowich, who marked his 98th 
birthday on June 15, 1981. John and his wife, Anna, 
anticipate the celebration of their 70th wedding 
anniversary on April 12, 1982. 

In short, our people have changed from being 
nomads and fur traders to modern farmers and 
industrial workers in all phases of the economy. 

In reviewing the achievements of the Tyndall 
settlers, one should look to the children of the 
pioneers. The settlers arrived, often penniless, and 
settled on what was officially described as sub
marginal land. Through their industriousness, 
thrift, and hard work, these families have corne far 
in the "New World". 

Experience gained by participating in the self 
government of the schools, the representation on 
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John and Anna Borysowich. 

municipal councils and in the provincial govern
ment, has instilled the democratic principles so 
necessary in a free society. From Tyndall have corne 
men and women successful in many different 
careers who are dedicated to the building of an even 
stronger Canada. 

For those of us in the community who remain 
- as parents, as builders, as trustees, to a legacy of 
our pioneer forbearers, we like this last verse of 
Arnold Barclay's poem, "Golden Memories"; 

Ah, golden memories! how dear to all 
who tread, with lonely hearts, 

life's weary miles; 
Out of the past, sweet recollections call, 

Assuring us that life is well worth while. 
Special thanks to Sander and Ruby Pearson, 

Nels and Pearl Winkler, Earl Morden, Johnny 
Nelson, John and Rosella Peterson, and Carol 
Komadowski. 



Canadian Forces Station: Beausejour 
by Captain Bill Welsh 

Introduction 

Eighteen miles north-east ofthe Town of Beau
sejour is Canadian Forces Station, Beausejour. 
Construction of the station commenced in 1951 as 
part of the joint Canadian-American response to 
certain undesirable trends in foreign affairs, 
specifically the then recent subjugation of Eastern 
Europe by the Soviet Union and the out-break of the 
Korean war. The station was one link in a chain of 
radar stations designed to protect the North 
American industrial heart-land from attack by 
Soviet bombers. In the late 1950's the station was 
incorporated into the North American Air Defence 
(NORAD) Command Pine-Tree Line of radar 
stations which crosses Canada from coast to coast, 
and which is in tended to defend the main population 
centres of North America from the air-breathing 
threat (manned bombers and cruise missiles) and 
give warning of guided missile attack. The specific 

mission of CFS Beausejour is to collect, discrimina te 
and transmit radar data to a designated operations 
centre which conducts the Norad activities referred 
to above. 

The station is located on Milner Ridge, the 
highest geographical feature within a radius of a 
hundred miles. In addition to its operations complex 
and supporting sections, the station is also a small 
self-contained community with accommodation for 
married and single personnel, sports facilities 
including a curling rink, bowling alley, trap and 
skeet ranges, swimming pool, snack bar and ball 
diamond. It wasn't always this way but down 
through the years, individuals in the constantly 
changing military community contributed time, 
effort and money to improve things for themselves 
and for their successors. In part, this is their story. 

Beausejour Air Station 

Initially, the USAF personnel were posted in 
without their families and lived in barracks. A few 
airmen brought their families up and rented 
accommodation in the surrounding area. Within a 
few short years the USAF financed the construction 
of two small trailer courts to permit those airmen 
who owned trailers to bring their families with 
them to live on the station. The housing situation 
was further eased in 1955 by the purchase of seven 
construction shacks from the Atomic Energy of 
Canada Limited site at Pinawa and their subsequent 
relocation to the station. 

Construction of the station commenced in 
1951 and consisted primarily of barracks, dining 
facilities, a set of administrative offices and the 
raison d'etre of the station, its operations complex. 
The operations complex in those days consisted of a 
Search Radar in a central tower, flanked by two 
Height Finder Radars, each in its own tower, and a 
manual control centre. A few miles from the main 
operations complex were the Radio Transmitter 
and Receiver Sites. In those early days, radios and 
radars in close proximity to each other tended to 
interfere with each others operation. Construction 
was completed in 1952. Accommodation and facilities remained limit- :' 

:~ , 
On 21 November 1952, the United States Air 

Force 916 Aircraft Control and Warning (AC & W) 
Squadron arrived from Grenier Field, New 
Hampshire, USA and the Beausejour Air Station (as 
it was known in USAF parlance). became 
operational. As alluded to above, the operation in 
those early days was all manual. The Radar Plotters 
would plot target tracks on a large plexiglass map 
and fighter control operators (Fighter Cops) would 
direct the fighters to the targets. In addition to 
practicing for the war that has not even yet come, 
916 AC & W Squadron provided tactical training for 
RCAF Airborne Interceptor (AI) Navigators from 
the RCAF's Air Navigation School (ANS) in 
Winnipeg. In the middle-fifties, Flight Cadet Gary 
Tomkins was one of those AI students. More than 
20 years later as Major Gary Tomkins, he was to be 
the Commanding Officer of station Beausejour. 
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ed. Co-located with the communal dining facilities 
were a small station library, a letter writing room, 
and a small games room equipped with a dart board 
and a ping pong table. For summer recreation there 
were two ball parks and later a tennis court. 
Recreational facilities were greatly improved in 
1961 by the construction of a multi-purpose 
building which housed a mini-gymnasium and a 
bowling alley. 

In the la te 50's, technology had advanced to the 
point that it was no longer necessary for hi-power 
radio transmitters to be separated from their 
receivers by a few miles. The station transmitters 
were moved and co-located with their receivers at 
the old receiver site which was re-named the 
Ground Air Transmitter Receiver or GA TR 
(pronounced GATER) site. Radar technology had 
also advanced and two new radars were installed 



complete with their own towers, bringing the 
station total to five radars. The two older radars 
were subsequently removed and their towers 

converted to workshops and storage areas. Such 
was the station in 1961. 

The Royal Canadian Air Force Arrives 

As a result of negotiations between the 
Canadian and u.s. governments, the RCAF was to 
assume the responsibility of manning and operating 
the USAF radar stations in Canada in exchange for 
some second-hand interceptor aeroplanes, (F-101 
Voodoos re-identified as CF 101's in Canadian 
service). Accordingly on 1 August, 1961 the RCAF 
advance party of 47 airmen under the command of 
Flight Lieutenant N.E. Hetherington arrived at Air 
Station Beausejour. 

They immediately commenced phasing in to 
the on-going operations. The next two months 
were very hectic as Canadians arrived and 
Americans departed. Section by section the 
Canadians took over the station. Arrangements 
were made for Reverend Henningsen and Father 
Gurka from Beausejour to remain officiating 
clergymen to the station while Dr. S.]. Robbie and 
Dr. R.W. Giesbrecht agreed to provide medical 
coverage. 

Avrn. MacBrien, Gen. Lee, SIL Anderson, Dr. Slogan, the Major. 
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On 16 September, 1961, the station ran its first 
intercept exercise under full Canadian control. The 
mission was a success and as of this time the 
Canadians were in effective control of the station. 
The official hand over ceremony was held on 27 
September with Dr. Slogan, the local member of 
Parliament representing the Minister of National 
Defence. The official handover certificates were 
signed by Air Vice Marshal MacBrien, the Air 
Officer Commanding Air Defence Command of the 
RCAF and Major General Lee, Commander of the 
USAF Air Defence Command. At 5:00 P.M. on 30 
September 1961 the American flag were lowered 
for the last time and the next day the last three 
Americans left the station. On 1 October, RCAF 
Station Beausejour was officially formed under the 
command of Squadron Leader Marlin B. Anderson. 
In accordance with the military way of doing things, 
RCAF Station Beausejour was also 48 Radar 
Squadron. 



TMQ's houses 1961. 

oP's compound from lower Birchwood Crescent Trailer 
Court 1961. 

Station headquarters 1961. 
~..ff 
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On 5 December, 1961, the Beausejour 
Womens' Institute held a "get acquainted party" for 
the RCAF wives, thereby starting a relationship 
between the town and the station which has lasted 
in one form or another, down through the years. A 
week later, the wives held a sherry party for the 
Womens' Institute of Beausejour. 

1962 started with the traditional New Years 
dances and the first year of Canadian control of the 
station began. The station curling league com
menced operation and that same month held its first 
bon spiel. Early in February the station community 
council sponsored a childrens sleigh ride on a horse 
drawn sleigh rented from a local farm. In mid 
February, the station held its first all-ranks dance. 
The dance was held at St. Mary's hall in Beausejour 
as there was no suitable space available on the 
station, a situation which exists to the present day. 
At the end of the month the station Fish and Game 
club was formed. The Fish and Game club originally 
brought together people interested in fishing and 
hunting. Over the years the club, between its 
monthly dues and periodic fund raising activities 
was able to purchase boats and motors to rent to its 
members. In a similar vein, the members built a trap 
and skeet range and held invitational shoots. 

In mid-62, Squadron Leader Anderson was 
promoted to Wing Commander, the rank he held 
until his retirement from the RCAF in 1965. In 
October, as the world held its breath due to the 
Cuban missile crisis, RCAF Station Beausejour 
went to an increased state of readiness for war. 
While this was going on, a study for new married 
quarters was completed, a study which was 
unfortunately to yield no tangible results. The 
Cuban missile crisis ended with sighs of relief and 
the station returned to normal. 

1963 was another lively year. The first tie-in 
with the NORAD SAGE (semi-automatic ground 
environment) systems was accomplished. Addi
tional fire-fighters arrived and the fire hall was 
manned on a 24 hour basis, thereby increasing the 
fire protection of the station and its immediate 
environs. Flight Sergeant Laderoute of the station 
transport section built a 100 yard rifle range for the 
training of station personnel. 

The station participated in the Lac du Bonnet 
Dominion Day celebrations, and organized an air 
display by the RCAF Red Knight and the Gimli 
Smokers. The station float won first prize in the 
parade. 

There were several tours of the station by local 
groups such as Boy Scouts and 4-H clubs, but the 
highlight of the year was a Cuboree. On this 
occasion more than 100 cubs from the surrounding 
area were entertained following day long sports 
competitions. 
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It was also during these years of the early 60's 
that the station was intimately involved in a 
National Research Council project. Specifically the 
radars were used to track the flight paths of 
migrating birds. The purpose of the project was 
two-fold; firstly, to provide ecological information 
about the birds, and secondly, to increase flight 
safety of air-liners as even a relatively small bird (1 
to 2 pounds) is quite capable of destroying an air
liner by colliding with it. 

In February, 1965, a formal parade was held to 
mark the changeover from the old Canadian flag to 
the new maple leaf. Later the same month Wing 
Commander Anderson was elected first President 
of the District Council of the Boy Scouts. Later in 
the year Wing Commander Anderson retired from 
the RCAF and went to work at the nuclear research 
centre at Pinawa, Manitoba. He was replaced by 
Wing Commander T.R. (Tom) Futer, DFC, C.D. 

The year's high point wasa bear that broke into 
an airman's trailer. The service police were called 
but Mr. Bruin would just not frighten-off so the 
SP's were forced to write him off. In those days 
human life was accorded precedence over wild-life. 
The story didn't end there. Mr. Bruin's head was 
professionally treated, mounted and hung in the 
Airmen's Club, which was promptly renamed 
BEAR LODGE. 

1966 was another milestone year. Opera
tionally this station became fully tied in to the 
automated NORAD SAGE system. As a result, 
station strength was reduced significantly as many 
old manual operations became completely compu
terized. During the summer months the messes 
were enlarged to better accommodate the station 
personnel. A very significant change occurred in 
October when the station post office was re-named 
Muskwa to reduce the confusion which existed 
between the Town of Beausejour and the RCAF 
station. 

In July 1967, the Commanding Officer Wing 
Commander Futer moved on to a new job and was 
replaced by S/L CR (Bob) Barrett in August. Time 
marched on and politics, with their insidious 
capabilities for destruction also marched. In 
October, RCAF station Beausejour together with 
48 Radar Squadron ceased to exist and under the 
auspices of unification of the Armed Forces, CFS 
Beausejour came into being. Initially, apart from a 
change in name, life went on pretty much as before. 
In April, 1968, an unidentified flying object (UFO) 
was reported to the station and was tracked by radar 
for a short time before it disappeared. The high 
point of the year was the station winning the annual 
Air Defence Command award for safe driving. The 
award was based on the most miles driven without 
an accident in the year and Beausejour won the 



award by driving over 250,000 miles on official 
duties without a single accident. 

As indicated earlier Unification occurred and 
one of the changes resulting was the discon tin uance 
of annual reports of the stations activities in the 
preceding year. It was not until 1973 that these 
reports were started once more. For the next several 
years rumours abounded on what would, could or 
might happen as a result of unification. At the same 
time changes were rife in the support operations of 
the station. These were new forms, new 
procedures, and (initially by private purchase) new 
green uniforms. Indeed it was a time of great 
turmoil, some of which has still not been resolved. 
To pass on the official rumours, the station started 
its own newspaper"THE RIDGE", in January 1968. 
In addition to official pronouncements, The Ridge 
publicized various station social events, ran section 
news and passed on household hints. The name of 
the paper was suggested by Cpl. Chuck Gervais and 
was deemed most apropos as the station is on the 
heights of Milner Ridge. 

1968 was the first year the station was 
involved in the Beausejour Power Toboggan Race. 
In addition to giving assistance at the parking lot and 
with crowd control, the station arranged for both a 
fly past of T -33 jet trainers and a parachute 
demonstration. 

1969 was another year of turmoil. In March 
the station received a grant of $45,000 to build a 
recreation centre. Unfortunately, priorities changed 
and the rec centre project was cancelled. On the 
protocol side, a new rank structure was announced, 
modified and re-announced, complete with illustra
tions of the new rank badges. Occasional samples of 
the then new green uniform appeared on the 
station. 

1970 was another great year. It was announced 
that the station would receive a large recreation 
centre, complete with gymnasium and indoor 
swimming pool, to be funded by the Crown. Later 
there was an official sod-turning ceremony but 
after that, well, priorities changed again. 1.970 was 
also the year that the CO. SIL Barrett retired from 
the forces after three years at Beausejour and 31 
years in the RCAF and Canadian Forces. The new 
CO. was Major R.R. (Bob) Cooper. 

Major Cooper only stayed at Beausejour for 
one year. During that year the station fund 
purchased a small above-ground swimming pool 
and installed it behind the mini-gym and bowling 
alley. The pool was officially opened in a short 
ceremony during which, all the officers on the 
station were dumped in the pool in full uniform. 
During Major Cooper's tenure, the Junior Ranks 
Mess was re-named the "Hawks and Hounds Club". 
Major Cooper moved on in 1971 and was replaced 
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by Major CD. Dumond. 
Major Dumond instituted a "Service-man of 

the Month" award to promote recognition of out
standing contributions to the community and the 
forces. The first recipient of this award was 
Corporal Jim Kile. Corporal Kile had been active in 
many community projects, one of which was the 
establishment on the station of a Beaver 
programme for boys 5 to 7~ years old. 

In February 1972 the two station trailer courts 
were given official names, the upper trailer court 
being named Agassiz Court and the lower court 
becoming Birchwood Crescent. The houses to the 
south east of the station became Muskwa Drive. 

In June of 1972 the station staged its own little 
walk-a-thon to raise money to pay the life-guard at 
the station pool for the summer. Servicemen, their 
wives and children all participated and raised nearly 
300 dollars. 

At the end of July, 1972 Major Dumond was 
posted and replaced by Major Sinclair Ash as the 
new Commanding Officer. One of Major Ash's first 
official duties was to open a sauna in the Multi
Purpose Building (another station fund project). 

In September a remarkable man and a real 
Canadian hero retired from the Armed Forces at 
CFS Beausejour. Master Corporal Pete Engelbrecht 
was the only allied air ace of World War II who was 
not a pilot. During an operational tour as an air 
gunner on bombers he shot down over five enemy 
airplanes. King George VI was pleased to award the 
Conspicuous Gallantry Medal toPeteinAugust' 44. 
Pete was promoted to Flying Officer in the RCAF 
but was released at War's end, due to his lack of 
a formal education. He rejoined the RCAF as an 
LAC and worked his way up to Master Corporal. 
Shortly before his retirement MCpl Engelbrecht 
was honoured on Parliamen t Hill in Ottawa, taking 
the salute of an RCAF Association parade. 

On November 11 and 12 the station put out a 
ground search team and other volunteers to look for 
a hunter from the local area (Chuck Wolanin!) who 
had become lost. During the night a 129 Squadron 
Dakota was called in to locate the missing hunter. A 
fire was spotted in the middle of the swamp south of 
the station and the missing hunter was picked up 
the next day. The station provided its ground search 
team and support to other searchers looking for the 
missing hunter. 

The first major event of 1973 was the move of 
the station swimming pool to its new location 
adjacent to the curling rink. It was a self help project 
of the community. The re-Iocated pool opened on 16 
of July. The pool was named the Kerr Van Damme 
Memorial Pool in memory of the popular Sgt. Van 
Damme of CFS Beausejour who had passed away in 
his sleep on 30 August the preceding year, and Stan 



Kerr, the draftsman who designed the pool and 
was subsequently killed in an automobile accident. 
A small wading pool for the children was also 
installed at this time. 

Autumn of 73 saw the birth of one of the 
station cartoon mascots, Alfie, an animated radar 
tower. He beat out Woody Woodtick by a large 
margin. He has remained with the station to the 
present day, but Woody still pops up at irregular 
intervals. Also at this time a start was made on 
constructing a new CANEX store. The CANE X 
operation, which had been housed in various places, 
including a spare room in a barrack and also in the 
mini-gym, is the stations primary means of raising 
money for its non-public fund operations such as 
winter carnivals, building swimming pools and 
similar station fund activities. 

There were great plans afoot in early 74. 
Construction of a new gymnasium was to 
commence in September. A new 12 pad trailer 
court was to be built that year, porches were to be 
installed on the 23 trailers received in 73, and the 
eigh t cottages were to be enlarged by the addition of 
a bedroom. In fact all that happened that year was 
the installation of the porches on the trailers. There 
were also some long range plans for an indoor 

i skating rink, a 1,4 oval track, and extensions to the 
construction engineers building, the supply build
ing, the station transport building, and a new 
storage building. In fact only the construction 
engineers were to receive their new addition. 

In the spring of 74 Alfie the mascot received a 
female counterpart, "Effie". Like most wives, Effie 
doesn't get out on display as much as her man. 

April saw a 50th anniversary celebration for 
the Royal Canadian Air Force even though it had 
officially ceased to exist back in 68. Too bad 
politicians seem unable to learn that they can not 
legislate emotions. That summer a gala Armed 
Forces day was held with tours of the station, 
displays by other elements of the Armed Forces, and 
other government departments. During the day a 
baseball tournament was held, a thoroughly 
enjoyable time was had by all. Around this same 
time a large (12 foot) Canadian Forces emblem 
constructed by MCpl Cliff Doak was erected at the 
front gate. 

On June 30 Major Ash was promoted to 
Lieutenant-Colonel and was posted to Staff 
College. He was replaced by Major R.R. (Bob) 
Riddell. 

During Major Riddell's tenure there was very 
little change in routine. In addition to daily duties, 
there were the customary winter carnivals, the 
usual Armed Forces days, and what was becoming a 
traditional baseball tournament on the station. In 
1974 the station Rod and Gun Club built its trap and 
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skeet range. The station snack bar was refurbished 
and the swimming pool rebuilt in the summer of 
1975. In September the station presented $542.71 
to the Beausejour hospital for the purchase of an 
intensive care oxygen monitor. The money was 
raised by the station Ladies Club Fashion show and a 
station silver collection at a band concert. 1975 was 
also the year the station lost one of its height-finder 
radars. It was old, expensive and difficult to 
maintain. The decision was made at a high level that 
the reduction in operational capability was worth 
the financial savings. The emptied tower was 
divided into storage lock-ups for personnel living on 
the station. 

In February 1976, the station civilian 
personnel officer, Mr. Ken Boettger was presented 
''The Jaycees Five Outstanding Young Manitobans" 
award for 1975 by Premier Ed Schreyer for 
community activities, both in Beausejour and other 
parts of Manitoba. 

In April, elements of No.2 Commando of the 
<:anadian Airborne Regiment arrived at the station 
with five helicopters (one Chinook and four twin 
Hueys) to conduct an internal security/counter
terrorist exercise. The exercise covered two days 
and was completely successful. 

In May, during an Air Cadet weekend camp 
out, Air Cadet Captain R. Unfried crashed a 
Luscombe 8-F light aircraft. The plane was 
destroyed, but luckily there were no serious 
injuries. 

In June Major Riddell was posted to Ottawa 
and in July Major Len Dodd arrived to take 
command of the station. The rest of 1976 was fairly 
quiet as Major Dodd learned his way around the 
station and got settled in. 

Early in 1977, the station started a ceramics 
club on a $50.00 donation from the station Ladies 
Club. From this modest beginning it became 
completely self-supporting and now has a good 
selection of molds and two kilns. About half of the 
wives and service-women on the station belong to 
the Club and make regular use of its facilities, 
especially during the long Manitoba winters. 

During 77 some of the station buildings were 
re-roofed. Work also started on renovating the 
barrack blocks up to 1977 standards. The station 
swimming pool was once more subjected to 
renovations. This time concrete footings were 
made for the outside frame. A deep end was 
installed so that now the pool is partly in-ground 
and partly above ground. Two weeks after the pool 
opened it started to rain and kept raining until 
winter. The new pool was not used that year. 

The station fire department (a volunteer 
organization) assisted civilian area residents in 
fighting three home fires. The station ground 



search and rescue team acquired a training area 
some 55 miles north east of the sta tion and was soon 
trained up to standard by Fred Camsell, the station 
Warran t Officer. Snowmobile and cross country ski 
trails were opened in the bush around the station 
that winter as well. 

1977 was also the year that questions were 
asked in Parliament concerning rumours of the 
imminent closure of CFS Beausejour. These 
rumours seem to crop up at least once a year but so 
far, the station remains alive. 

1978 saw the departure of Major Dodd for 
duty in Germany with NA TO Forces. His 
replacement was Major Gary Tomkins. 

It was during this year that the 7 cottages each 
had a third bedroom built on, and garden storage 
sheds were provided to the government owned 
mobile homes. A similar trailer which had been used 
for storage was converted into a Chapel. Up to this 
point the station Chapel had been a more or less 
temporary affair housed in various locations. Now 
the Chapel became a permanent fixture with its 
own accommodation. The station curling rink was 
found to have an unsafe roof. 

The volunteer fire brigade responded to fires 
at Seddons Corner and Milner Ridge (the town). 
They did a good job. Six station personnel served in 
Edmonton during the Commonwealth Games. 
During the winter months the station ground 
search and rescue team put 55 air and sea cadets 
through short winter bush survival courses. 

1979 started in grand fashion when the station 
hockey team, the Muskwa Chickens, won the 
Military Eastern Prairie Region championship. The 
Chickens were to continue to win this champion
ship for the next 3 years, being beat out in the 
Region championship finals each time by CFS 
Inuvik from the Northwest Territory. 

The following month, the station hosted the 
traditional dignitaries breakfast for the Canadian 
Power Toboggan championship held annually in 
Beausejour. It was the presence at this breakfast of 
his excellency, Edward Schreyer, Governor
General of Canada which made the occasion more 
exceptional than the previous breakfasts. In 
accordance with protocol, the station fielded an 
honour guard for his excellency and treated the 
affair as a very formal occasion. After all, the 
Governor General is Commander-In-Chief of the 
Canadian Forces and its top boss. 

It was also in February that the station Chapel 
was consecrated and officially opened. Brigadier 
General S.M. Parkhouse the Protestant Chaplain 
General, Colonel R.G. MacNeil representing the 
Roman Catholic Chaplain General together with 
local clergy were present for the occasion. A small 
choir of children from the sta tion lead the singing of 
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the hymns. 
Armed Forces Day was held in June. This year, 

in addition to tours and static displays the station 
arranged for a fly past of Tutor jet trainers and an 
aerobatics displays of "Musketeers" from CFB 
Portage. 

In the fall the curling rink's ricketty roof was 
repaired, just a few weeks before curling 
commenced for the season. The community council 
provided more play ground equipment for the 
children of the station. The station remembrance 
day parade was held in Lac du Bonnet. The Warrant 
Officers and Sergeant!, mess presented a television 
set to the Beausejour hospital for use by child 
patients. The community council decided to procure 
aT. V. set for use by the station teen town -loca ted 
in the mini-gym. 

As in past years, the station was active in 
supporting external agencies such as the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police and the Cadet Squa
drons. The RCMP were assisted on four occasions 
by the Ground Search and Rescue Team in 
searching for individuals lost in the area. The 
longest search was for four days. As well as tours of 
the radar site, several squadrons of Cadets were 
trained on Ground Search and Rescue techniques 
by the station team. 

1980 started with a big push to get organized 
early for the annual station winter carnival. When 
the carnival was held in February it attained its 
customary success in preventing an epidemic of 
"cabin fever". 

Summer came very early that year. The station 
swimming pool opened on May first and was in use 
continually throughout the summer. Of more 
immediate concern in May, were some large forest 
fires, which, for awhile at any rate, put the 
continued existence of the station in doubt. Fires r 
reached to within 3 to 5 miles of the station and until 
the wind changed and wa ter bombs brought one fire 
under control, the station lay directly in its path. 
Fortunately with the help of Lands and Forests fire 
fighting personnel, and the assistance of one 
volunteer fire fighting platoon and the Ground 
Search and Rescue team, the fire was brought 
completely under control. and the station was 
placed out of danger. 

Armed Forces Day in June was another super .. 
event. The Forces Snow Birdsaerobaticteamputon 
an impressive display of precision flying and 
aerobatics over the station and were followed in 
turn by the Canadian Forces Sky Hawks parachute 
team. In addition there were the customary tours of 
the station and static displays. 

In the fall the station was visited by Lieutenant 
General James V. Hartinger, Commander in Chief 
of NORAD and by Lieutenant General Kenneth E. 



Lewis, Commander of Canadian Forces Air 
Command. It was also in the fall that the station 
curling rink got another black mark - this time 
because the walls were sinking into the ground. 
Accordingly the rink was scheduled for repairs in 
1981. The year ended on a very high note when the 
station passed its biennial Operational Evaluation 
exceedingly successfully. 

1981 was almost a repeat of 1980 except that 
the station was threatened by forest fires on three 
separate occasions. The first fire got within a mile of 
the station before it was controlled by the Lac du 
Bonnet fire department, Lands and Forests 
personnel and the stations primary fire crew and 
Ground Search and Rescue teams. The second fire 
(caused by arson) was located at the junction of the 
station access road and highway 214. The third was 
a couple of miles west of 214 along 435. Accordingly, 
a fire-break was built around the station in June and 

TMQ's houses 1981. 

July. 
In July, Major Tomkins was posted to Ottawa. 

His replacement, Major Gord We Is by came from 
the Canadian Air Group in Germany. He already 
has started to make changes on the station so the 
immediate future should be interesting. 

The military population of a radar station is of 
necessity a highly mobile one, with individual 
servicemen seldom staying for more than 3 or 4 
years. Continuity and experience on the station is 
provided by a relatively large civilian work force. 
Some of the civilian component of C.F.S. 
Beausejour started to work at the station for the 
U.S. Air Force and have continued on the station 
right to the present day. These people are invaluable 
for keeping essential services going on the station 
when the military personnel are deeply involved in 
local defence practices or out fighting forest fires, 
and soon. 

oP's compound from lower Birchwood Crescent Trailer 
Court 1981. 
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Station headquarters 1981. 

Last but not least are the unsung heroes of the 
Forces, the service wives. The following anony
mous dissertation periodically pops up in service 
newspapers across the country and is probably the 
most descriptive tribute to the service wives. 

A Serviceman's Wife 
A serviceman's wife is mostly girl. 

But there are times, such as when her 
husband is away and she is mowing the 
lawn or fixing a flat tire on a youngster's 
bike, that she begins to suspect that she is 
also a boy. 

She usually comes in three sizes: 
petite, plump and pregnant. During the 
early years of her marriage it is often hard 
to determine which size is her normal 
one. 

She has babies all over the world and 
measures time in terms of places as other 
women do in years. "It was at Inuvik we 
all had the mumps ... in Masset Dan was 
promoted ... " 

At least one of her babies was born 
or a move was accomplished while she 
was alone. This causes her to suspect a 
secret pact between her husband and the 
Forces providing for a man to be in Alert 
or on TD at such times as these. 

A serviceman's wife is international. 
She may be a prairie farm girl, a French 
mademoiselle, an Indian princess or a 
Maritime nurse. When discussing service 
problems they all speak the same 
language. 

She can be a great actress. To the 
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heartbroken children at posting time she 
gives an Academy performance. "Gander 
is going to be such fun, I hear they have 
real nice beaches and lots of camp 
grounds ... " But her heart is with theirs. 
She wonders if the Forces is worth the 
sacrifice. 

An ideal serviceman's wife has the 
patience of an angel, the flexibility of 
putty, the wisdom of a scholar, and the 
stamina of a horse. 

If she dislikes money, it helps. She is 
sentimental, carrying her memories with 
her in an old barrack box. 

She often cries at parades without 
knowing why! 

She is a dreamer when she vows: 
"We11 never move again". An optimist: 
"The next place will be better". 

One might say that she isa bigamist, 
sharing her husband with a demanding 
entity called "duty". When duty calls she 
becomes wife number 2. Until she accepts 
that fact, life can be miserable. 

She is above all, a woman who 
married a serviceman who offered her 
the permanency of a gypsy, the miseries 
of loneliness, the frustration of confor
mity and the security of love. 

Sitting among her packing cases 
with squabbling children nearby, who is 
sometimes willing to chuck it all ... until 
she hears the firm step of the lug who 
gave her all this. Then she is happy to be .. 
... a serviceman's wife. 

i-



Takeover Ceremony At Radar Station 

A simple, but historic ceremony 
took place at the Pine Tree Radar Station, 
Milner Ridge, on September 27th, 1961 
when the R.CA.F. officially took over the 
first Pine Tree Radar Station from the 
U.S.A.F. 

Present for the occasion was Dr. Joe 
Slogan, M.P. for Springfield, who 
represented the Honourable Douglas 
Harkness, Minister of National Defence. 
Parties participating in the ceremony 
from the military side were Air Vice 
Marshall W.R. McBrien, Air Officer 
Commanding, Air Defence Command, 
R.CA.F. and Lt. General Robert Lee, 
U.S.A.F., AD.C Commander. There 
was a general salute and inspection of the 
Guard of Honour by Lt. General Lee. The 
Canadian ensign and stars and stripes 
were lowered simultaneously and raised 
simultaneously while the guard present
edarms. 

Both officers spoke briefly on the 
commendable co-operation between the 
two countries. After the handover 
certificates were signed, an official 
reception was held at the Officer's Mess. 

The text of the message from the 
Honourable Douglas Harkness, Minister 
of National Defence, read at the 
ceremony by Dr. Slogan, was as follows: 
"Military cooperation between Canada 
and the United States goes back many 
years. Nowhere has it reached a greater 
degree of effectiveness than in the 
important task of air defence for the 
North American Continent. In parti
cular, the operation of the Pine Tree Line 
of radars to provide warning and control 
stands out as an example of how the Air 
Forces of our two countries can work 
amicably and effectively together to help 
maintain peace. 

"As you know, the Pine Tree Line 
has, since its inception, consisted of a 
variety of radar stations - some financed 
and manned by the U.S.A.F.; some 
financed by the U.S.A.F. and manned by 
the R.CA.F.; and some financed and 
manned by the R.CA.F. Under a recent 
agreement between the United States 
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and Canada, the R.CA.F. will become 
responsible for financing and manning all 
of the radars in this vital link in the North 
American Air Defence System." 

"This is indeed an historical occa
sion, as Beausejour which was built with 
American funds and which has been 
manned, up until now, by the United Air 
Force, is the first of the radars to change 
hands under the Agreement. Hence
forth, it will be known as RCAF Station 
Beausejour." 

"I wish to extend to the Command
ing General of the United States Air 
Defence Command, to the Base Com
mander, and his officers and men, my 
personal a pprecia tion of the services they 
have rendered and of the spirit with 
which they have entered into and become' 
a part of our Canadian way of life in this 
community. "You will, I am sure, leave 
behind a host of friends in this area -
friends who hold you in high regard for 
your personal qualities, for the part you 
have played in community activities, and 
for what you have done to add to the 
security of our two countries. 

"To the members of the R.CA.F. 
who are about to take over, I can only say 
that the proven ability of the RCAF in 
warning and control at other Pine Tree 
sites stands as a good example toyou. I am 
sure that you will live up to it. 

"Despite changes in personnel, 
administration and control, the role of 
this station remains unchanged. Beause
jour will continue to be an important part 
of the vast air defence network which 
helps to discourage aggression against 
this continent." 

In his own remarks, Dr.Slogan 
emphasized that the deteriorating inter
national situation underlined the need 
for a strong and effective defence. He 
expressed his pleasure at the fine manner 
in which the U.S.A.F. had conducted itself 
at this base. He said that this takeover 
ceremony was significant because it 
underlined the assertion of Canadian 
sovereignty over military installations on 
Canadian soil. He also stressed the fact 



tha t the takeover would mean an 
expansion at the base in personnel and 
facilities that would provide a great deal 

of employment and a boost to the 
economy of the area. 

Base Founded in 1952 

The first United States Air Force 
personnel arrived at Beausejour in 
October of 1952 to man the unit newly 
formed under the U.S.A.F. 31st Air 
Division. By March of 1953 the first 
Commander, Major D.Walker had 
arrived and the unit establishment was 
fully filled at 130 personnel. 

Equipment installation was then 
begun with Canadian Aviation Electro
nics Ltd. installing the radar. Early days 
on the unit saw the radar antenna 
operating under a tent for protection, 
while the main towers were being built. 

The personnel of this base have 

integrated well into the community. A 
baseball team was formed first in 1953 
and the unit has fielded a team each year 
since then in the North Eastern Manitoba 
Baseball League. Base personnel them
selves constructed a curling rink in 1955, 
and have been very active in the 
Manitoba Curling Association. 

Now under the R.CA.F. operation 
nine years after its inception, Station 
Beausejour will have a strength of over 
100 officers and other ranks, and a large 
percentage of these personnel will make 
their homes in the surrounding area. 

R.C.AF. Commander 

Squadron Leader Marlyn CB. 
Anderson, CD., 44, of Minnedosa, 
Manitoba had become the first Canadian 
Commanding Officer ofR.CA.F. Station 
Beausejour. 

Born and educated in Minnedosa, 
S.L.Anderson enlisted in the R.CA.F.in 
January of 1941. During W.W.II he saw 
action both as a day fighter pilot and as a 
night intruder pilot flying the famous 
"Mosquito" aircraft. 

A graduate of the R.CA.F. Staff 
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College, SIL Anderson has an extensive 
background in the radar environment. 
He has served for four years with the 
United States Air Force at Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, both in the Air 
Defence Command and NORAD, and 
comes to Beausejour from R.CA.F. 
Station Edgar, Ontario, where he was 
Chief Operations Officer. 

SIL Anderson, his wife and his 
daughter will make their home in 
housing on Station Beausejour. 



A Link In ThePinetreeLine 

A chain almost 300 miles long pIa ys a 
vital part in the air defence of North 
America. This chain is of course a Radar 
Chain, and it is called the Pinetree Line. 

Constructed in the early 1950's, 
jointly by the United States and Canada, 
the Pinetree Line is the third line of Radar 
Defence in Canada and complements 
both the CEW line and the Mid Canada 
Line. Radar links in the Pine tree chain are 
control sited, which means that they have 
the capability of controling fighters as 
well as tracking any other aircraft in their 
areas. These sites are manned 24 hours a 
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day every day of the year. Information 
from these sites flowing through the 
NORAD Air Defence System helps to 
keep us safe from air attack. 

This year, as a part of an agreement 
involving the CF-101B "Voodoo" jet 
interceptor, Canada has announced the 
taking over of 11 sites in the Pinetree line 
tha t were cons tructed and manned by the 
United States Air Force. Station Beause
jour is the first of these to be taken over by 
the R.C.A.F. 

- courtesy The Beaver, 1961 
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The Great Depression 
By: Bill Horodyski 

The boom following the First World War of 
1914-18 was winding down. The $4.00 wheat was 
coming to an end, and slowly the economy was 
becoming sluggish. No one had any suspicion of 
what was to come. There were no ominous signs of 
any imminent disaster. Actually, some people were 
becoming millionaires overnight; that is, on paper. 
They played the stock market for what it was worth. 
Then came the Crash in October, 1929. 

It seemed the end of the world had come, and 
indeed it had for some, for they were rich one day, and 
paupers the next. They had indulged for the last time. 
The easiest way out was to end it all, which many did 
by committing suicide. Business came to a standstill. 
No one was exempt. The worker was the first to feel 
the pinch. Factory inventories were high, but there 
were few customers. Farmers' grain piled up with no 
market for it. In the west, especially Saskatchewan, 
grain was burned as fuel to heat homes as people 
could not afford to buy coal. Prices of livestock hit 
bottom. Cows sold for $10.00 a head, while hogs were 
5 cents per pound, dressed. Eggs were 8 cents a dozen 
and butter 20 cents per pound. 

The cities were particularly hard hit by the 
Depression as thousands of people became unemployed 
and went on welfare. The government did help out, 
but very meagerly. Soup kitchens were established 
and welfare recipients were required to cut wood in 
the city wood yards for food vouchers. 

Young people leaving school had little hope of 
getting employment. Boys old enough to leave home 
took to the road. Young boys fifteen and sixteen years 
of age who criss-crossed the country from coast to 
coast seeking employment, found there was little 
work to be had. The mode of travel was riding freight 
trains or the "rods", as this was commonly called. The 
railroads put on extra police to patrol the trains and 
keep the transients off. Those unfortunate enough to 
be caught by the railroad police were jailed for a week 
or two. It was said that some of the police did turn a 
blind eye and did not chase the boys off. 

The men who rode the freights were not nec
essarily school dropouts. Many were university 
students who could not afford to continue their 
education, while others left home because the parents 
themselves were on welfare, and that meant one 
mouth less to feed. 

The author remembers operating a general 
store near a small railroad station on the main line of 
the C.P.R. Whenever a freight train stopped for any 
reason, dozens of men and boys would get off for a 
drink of water and a handout. Bread was kept 
especially for that purpose. One could see the 
embarrassment of these boys having to ask for a 
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handout. In all of those Depression years the author 
never had any trouble with these transients. They 
were well-behaved. 

The Federal Government tried various schemes 
to alleviate the situation, but most were very super
ficial. One such method was to pay farmers $5.00 per 
month to keep an unemployed man and supply him 
with food and lodging. The man was expected to help .. 
out with the farm chores and whatever else there was 
to do. The man was also paid $5.00 a month to keep 
him in tobacco. Farmers usually turned their $5.00 
over to the man to help him out to buy clothes, etc. 
Families were sent out of the cities to the country to 
settle on small holdings, and were paid $12.50 a 
month. That. together with any money the man would 
earn, was to be sufficient to keep a family of a half a 
dozen people. One can only imagine how poor these 
people were. One time a mother of one of these 
families had an accident and required medical attention. 
She sent word to the author with one of her boys, 
asking if he would mind if she could be examined by 
the doctor in his house, as she did not have any bed 
sheets and did not want the doctor to see her lying on 
a blanket only. 

The "Bennett" buggy originated during the 
Depression. The name was taken from the name of 
the Prime Minister, Mr.R.B.Bennet. who then headed 
the Conservative Government in Ottawa. Poor Bennett 
was blamed for everything, even though the Depression 
was world wide. It is said that necessity is the mother 
of invention, and in this case it was innovation. Since 
there was no money to buy gasoline for the family car, 
it was converted to horse power by attaching a pole to 
the front of the vehicle and hitching the horses to it. 
That was their means of transportation, not fast to be 
sure, but it got them to town and wherever else they 
wanted to go. 

No one had any idea how long the Depression 
would last. nor the drought which struck the country 
in the middle-thirties. To add to the misery, there was 
a terrible infestation of grass hoppers. It was so bad 
that highways were literally covered with crushed 
hoppers, and their terrible odour. On the railroads 
they had to sand the rails in order to get traction to 
move, as the rails were greasy with dead hoppers. 
There were no rains for months at a time. With high 
winds added to the dry weather, much of the top land 
in Saskatchewan and western Manitoba blew away. 
Fences were covered with top soil as if with snow, and 
buildings were hardly visible out of the piled-up sand. 
Cattle died from lack of water and feed. Disillusioned 
and discouraged, many farmers just packed up what 
little belongings they had, and pulled stakes and left 
the country. Locally, there was no hay, and farmers 



fed their cattle straw if they had any; otherwise it was 
hauled from other areas. 

Grasshoppers were destroyed by using poisoned 
bait, made up of sawdust. wheat bran and pOison. 
This was mixed in large quantities beside Gretsinger's 
Blacksmith Shop. From there it was picked up by 
farmers and hauled out to the grain fields. This bait 
would be spread at the edge of a grain field so that the 
hoppers would have to cross over it before entering 
the grain itself. In doing so they took the bait and 
hopefully died before doing any damage. However, in 
some cases, wandering cattle ate the bait and died. 

Wheat dropped from $4.00 a bushel in the 
twenties to 30 cents a bushel in the thirties. There 
were cases of farmers shipping wheat to Fort William 
(Thunder Bay) and the cheque would notbe sufficient 
to pay the freight on it. The same applied to shipping 
livestock. 

Since agriculture is the basis of our economy, 
everyone was affected by the Depression. Merchants 
went out of business because of their inability to 
collect accounts. Statistics of those days indicated 
that implement dealerships were a precarious venture, 
as nine out of ten dealers went into bankruptcy. The 
Depression had a lesser affect on farmers in our area, 
but only to the extent that any farmer wishing to 
augment his income, could cut cord wood and barter 
for groceries and other necessities in Beausejour or 
other local trading places. Some hired out to the 
Manitoba Paper Company at Pine Falls to cut pulp, 
others went as far as Dryden, Ontario, to work in the 
timber camps for the Dryden Paper Company. 
Farmers on the Prairies west of Winnipeg or in 
Saskatchewan did not have that opportunity. Their 
dependence was strictly on grain. 

As one would expect, people wondered what 
went wrong with the economy. Most blamed the 
government, perhaps not so much that it was respon
sible for the Depression, but of the steps it took or 
didn't take, to correct the problem. It wasn't, however, 
confined to Canada alone; it was worldwide. 

It was sad to see all the young people in 
Beausej our and other places out of work. They would 
congregate in the Beausejour Hotel pool room, or the 
front of the Beausejour Town Hall, or just wander 
around aimlessly. 

The Depression did not lessen for some years. 
Each year people hoped that perhaps next year 
conditions would change for the better. That went on 
from year to year but with no let up. Neither did the 
rains come. Crops became poorer from year to year. 
Then encephilitis broke out among the horses in the 
area. Many horses died, some in the field while 
working. 

Neither the Town or the Municipality were able 
to collect all of their taxes. Consequently, much land 
was sold for arrears. Some taxes were paid by farmers 
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doing road work for the Municipality in lieu of 
money. That may have paid the farmer's taxes but it 
did not put any money into the municipal bank 
account. The result was that the municipality was 
unable to pay the school levy. Since the school 
districts were unable to collect, they could not pay the 
teachers' salaries. Some teachers were paid in meat, 
fuel, eggs or vegetables. Post-dated cheques were 
also given. These cheques were then offered to the 
merchants who held them until there were sufficient 
funds in the bank to honour them. Any teacher 
holding a cheque would have to keep in touch with 
the municipal or town clerk. When the clerk advised 
that money had been deposited in the school account, 
then there was one big dash to the bank to get ahead 
of anyone else. 

The going teachers' salaries were from $40.00 to 
$75.00 a month. There was no security of tenure, so 
that a teacher could be released at any time. The 
duties in a rural school, besides the regular curriculum, 
was dOing the janitorial work as well, and where the 
school was used as a church on Sunday, the school 
would have to be prepared for church services as well. 
Substitute teachers were paid $2.50 per day, with 
income tax deducted from that. 

How did the Depression affect the local com
munity? Well, many young people left the farms, 
never to return. It robbed them of initiative and left 
them with a "what's the use" attitude. There was no 
incentive to improve farming methods either. It just 
was not economically worthwhile. Not until the 
outbreak of the Second World War did farm futures 
improve. 

Students who were capable could not continue 
attending school, so they dropped out and joined the 
already overcrowded unemployed labor force. They 
also left home to ease the demand on what little 
resources there were for the family. Some students 
attending st. Paul's College paid their tuition fees and 
living expenses with meat, eggs, butter and vegetables. 

Out of necessity, people became quite resource
ful. Since they could not afford real coffee they 
improvised by roasting wheat, barley and rye. With 
addition of a little chicory, the drink was not bad. 
Today you pay a handsome price for a similar 
concoction, with a fancy name and packed in a fancy 
package. 

Sugar and flour bags also assumed a respect
able place in the family household, providing the lady 
of the house could get the lettering off. No doubt 
many of the men wearing tailored shirts today, started 
with the humble flour bag, and there was no shame 
attached to it. 

When the Depression ended economists said 
that it could never happen again. Let's hope not! We 
have, however, something just as vicious taking its 
place, and that's inflation. 



Reproduced here are price quotations of 
grain and livestock appearing in the Free Press 
Prairie Farmer of November 23,1932. 
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Tues. Mon. 
No.1 Manitoba Northern. Vancouver. shipment November.... llllquoted 
No.2 Manltolaa Northerri, Atlantic. shipment November...... 59~/2 
No.2 Manitoba. Northern. Vancouver. shipment November.... 59!!. 
No.3 Man'ltoba Northern, Atlantlc. shipment November .... _ unquotect 
Ji;j'o.3 Manitoba Northern; Vancouver. shipment November.... 58%, 

Argentine (Baril, 64.pounds), shipment January-Fetruary .. 57% 
Argentine (Ros.'tfe. 64 pounds). shipment November.............. 57 
Australian wheat. Shipments January-February....................... 59 \2 

601~ 
50!. 

60 
57 
57 
60 

U. S. No.1 Ha.rd Winters. Atlantic .............................................. unquoted 
Russla.n wheat ................................................................................... Ullquoted 

Note-The above quotations have been reconverted into Canadian funds 
from their values In sterling at $3.76. Tuesday's approximate exchange rate 
between banks. 

..... • • • ...... -+ .• I ............................... 

Grain Fluctuations 
...................................... I ........................... 

~nesda,., NOT. 23 

WHEAT~ open High Low Nov. ___ 
460/. 460/4 46% 

Dec. ___ 46V. 46V. 45~/8 
May ___ 60'/. 50'1. 4~ 
Jut) _. __ 51% 511/8 50'1. 
OA~a-

2H'. Nov. ___ 24 24 
Pec •. ___ 22% 23 22'!t.o 
May ___ 2"4;. 2.% 24~4 

~uilARi.;if= 25'1. 25'1. 25 

Nov. ___ 
31 J12 - 31 Pep ..... __ 31 1h 

May .. ___ 33 33' 3;1%1 
July .. ___ 

FLAX-NO'{. ___ 
70 1/. 10r .. SalAz Dec. __ 

May _ --= 75 75 74V. 
July _ .. __ 75 75'1. 74:~,. 

RYlJ-Nov. __ ,_ 
29'l11 i9f'e 29~s Pee; ___ 

May ___ 33}s 331-4 323;4 
July 

-----
Thuroda,., Nov. U 

~.a~A~::-_ 0fs"\~ ~~,,~ ~g~ 
May = = = :~¥. ~&~: :h. 
July _ .... _ _ 50:1; 50:!s 50! (, 

OATS-
No,'. __ ._ 2-1 24 231'n 
Dec. _ _ _ 22~4 23J/~ 22~:" 
May _._ _ __ 24%: 24~8 24J/~ 

July .... ~ .. __ 
BARLEY-

Nov 31% 31 1Al 31 1 .. '8 
DeC: ..... _ _ 31\. 311. 31 
May. ___ 32\. 32% 32 
July ........ __ 

FLAX·-

~~6: == ::: = 6D!~ 69?-. 691.~ 
May _ __ _ '74 1,4 7Pa 741 is 
July _. ___ .__ 75 75~'8 74~., 

RYE .. -

ij~~: - -- - 29~8 29',4 29~s 
May ____ 32~2 32~4 321.~ 

July .. _ 

Fri.day~ Nov. 2i') 

WliEAT·- Open HIgh Low 
No". ___ 46 
Dec. ___ 45 
MIL.V __ .. _ 49 
July ...... _ _ 50 

OATS--
Nov. 23~~ n..... ??!"I .. 

4S t/l ~4~4. 
49li1 48 
50~8 49 1.2 

23~~ 23 1• ;.. 

??:>:. 22 

Close 1931 
46~2 61Hz 
45~/a 61~4. 
49 66 1/4 
50%. 67 

24% 33 
22% 331'. 
24% 35~a 
25 36 1,a 
31 41~" 
311,'2 41~'2 
.321' • . ~3~·8 
320/. 

GO!'. ~01 
69'1. 100 
74'/. 105 
75V. 105\~ 

.291/~ 48\' • 
29% ~~~t 32~~ 
34~e 53~8 

Close 1931 
46~e 62l}'tJ 
45 621·. 
48"!t" 67 1,4 
50 ~ 8 68 

2319 33~~ 
22~4. 33~. 
24',4 35,. 
24~a 35~:" 

31~8 42~4 
31',8 42~;' 
32~~ 
32=!~ 

69' :, 102 
69':4 10·'2',4 
74 1 ', 10'j 
75 101 

29 481~ 
29 1 :, 48 1,4 
32:~~ 52 1 

" 
3t 53~a 

Close 19:1l 
46' ~ 60:: 11 

45 ~6 60',2 
49 (Bfa 
50'.~ 6iH'1 

2~ 32 ~8 
?21: .. ~2'·. 

OAT&
Nov. _ .. __ 
Dec. __ _ 
May _ ...... .. 
July ...... _ ._ 

BARJ,EY-
Nov ...... _ .. _ 
Dec. __ ..... _ 
May . ____ _ 
July .... __ 

FLAx
Nov. _. __ .. 
Dec. _. __ 
May __ .. _ 

67'1. :+~ ~:'/' 
72 72'/. 103 

July •. __ _ 731. 73'1. 103'!.z 
RYE-

Nov ... _. __ 
Dec. __ _ 28~. 29'.'. 2ii~~ mt :m 
May. __ _ 
July __ _ 32% 32% 32V. 32\'. 46% 

_ 3_3 __ 3_3.;.%_ 33 33% 47'1. ... . ....................................... OJ ..... 

Winnipeg Cash Prices 
........................ I' ••• 

These prices are always the quotations 
\ln cash grains at the· time of closl!lg the 
fu~ure market and refer only to grain In 
store at Fort WlIllam a!ld Port Arthur. 

Wheat- Nov. 20 Nov. 28 
No. 1 hard __ .. _____ .... 46'12 47 
No. 1 northern _. __ ._ 46 46% 
No.2 norther II _____ 43~' 44~' 
No. 3 northern _______ 41~':r 43 
No. 4 northern _~ __ " __ "'_ 40 41'1.. 
No. 5 ____ . ___ .. _._ 37'/0 38 
No. 6 ... _ .... _ ... ~ __ .. _._._ .. __ ... _ 33\'. 34 
Feed ...... _._._ . __ .... ~_._ 29\. 30 
Track _ ............ _ .. __ ._ ..... ~ ... _ 441,. 46 
No. 1 durum _______ ._._____ 47%1: 45» 
NQ. 2 durum _ ... _ ...... _ .. __ _ 44\/. 46 
No.3 dnrum _______ ... _____ .. __ 411/2 43 
No 4 durum _______ . _____ ._._ 40'h: 41 
No. 1 white spring _ .. ___ 43'/. 44 
No.2 white spring ... _ ... _._ .. _ 41'(. 42 
No. 3 whIte spring __ .... _ .. _ 39'/0 40 
No. 1 A. R. W .......... _ .. _._ 38\. 39 
No.2 A. R. W. ______ .... _ .. __ .___ 361.~ 37 
No.3 A. R. W ...... _ ......... _ ... _ 34\':' 35 
No. 1 tough .. _ ............ _ .. _ .... _ 43'.. 44 
No. 2 tough _._______ H 42~~ 

No. 3 tough ___ ... ___ ._ 39 40',,, 
No. 4 tough _ .. _____ .... _ 37t.'~ 39 
No. 5 tough _ .... __ ._ .. _______ . __ ._ 35 35 t ~ 
No.1 smut.t.y .... _ .. _. __ ._ .... _ 41 41'. 
No. 2 smutly __ ... _______ 38',. 39' .• 
No.3 smutty ................ _ ..... _ 37',:' 39 

Oat,·-
No.2 C.W ... _"'_' __ '_"_ 
No. 3 C.W. __ . __ ....... ___ . __ 
Ex. 1 Feecl ____ . __ ._ .. __ _ 
No. 1 Feed ______ . _______ .. ____ _ 
No. 2 F',cd ___ ... __ .. ___ ._ 
HeJcctcd _._ ..... _ ... _._.,, __ 
'l'rack _. __ ..... __ ..... _._ .. ___ .. _... . .. _ 

B:),rl~y: Malting Grade~--

23V. 
20~a 
20~/8 
19~8 
18~ 2 
16 1:8 
22 

RoW Ex 3 C.W ....... _ .. _ ..... _ 32"0 33~'. 
Row Ex. 3 C.W. 32~. 33\. 
Other Grades-
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PRODUCE MARKET 
.... :> ................................. -. ......................... ... 

NOTE-Prices for bu~ter and eggs. unIt! 
further notice. wlll De tbose SUI'Pllcd the 
j,'ree Press Pmlrle Faroler by T. J. Coyle 
& Co" Ltd.; produce dealers. 

Prices at \'~g-etalJles. woOl. hlde3. etc., are 
the wholesale pl"1C~s {or these commoditIes 
prevatling In Winnipeg· tho day. prior to 

i!l;~I~~,':~p~~ ~~~e :~~e;.e~r~~~,P~~~rlir:;~h'~'e~r 
hns 1t deducted from the amount at his 
shipment, unless otherwise definitely ar
ranged for. There 1S no excllange in Win~ 
nipeg for the snle or QDo\'e commodltlcs. 
and the prlce3 quoted are those furnished 
to the Free Prcss Prairie Farmer by relI
able houses. 

BUl'l't:n 
Fresh No.1 creamery butter. 

f.o.b. Winnipeg .......... _ .19\l. to .20 
EGGS 

PrIce. accordln!! to DomInion govern. 
ment grading, stnctly fresh, not o\'er five 
days old. 
ExtJ·as. doz .• ca~es returned ___ .30 
FIrsts. doz .• cases returned ._ .... __ .27 
Seconds, doz., cases returned ___ .__ .20 

GUI\IJ£J) POTATOES 
(Carlots, per tOO. I.o.b. WInnIpeg) 

(Wbolesale) 
Manitoba potatoes ""''''_'_'___ :15 

tDealeJ's to tarmcl's) 
MRnitoba potatoes _ ...... ~_ ..... _ .. $1.05 

FI,OlJR 
Small lots to deniers at tountry polnts. 

ex.-elevator or consignment stocks. 
Quoted on Quak.~r i'atent. Lake of the 

Woods, Five Roses, 'Veslern Canada PurIty. 
the OgilvIe Royal Household. Robin Hood. 
and the Maple ~.f Mms. 
Alberta paints. per barrel _._ ..... __ .. $3.70 
Saskatchewan poInts. per barrel __ 3.70 
Manitoba poInts. pe rbarrel .... __ .... 3.70 

Retall prices st cou,n1ry points. ex-clcva
tor .tock. $1.95 sack or $3.90 barrel. 

ROLLED OATS 
Manitoba. per BO·,!; sack. .. _____ $2.25 
Saskatchewan, per 80·lb. sack ___ 2.25 
Alberta. per 80-lb. sock .. _____ 2.26 

~lIr,LFE.:D 
(Ex-Wa,rchouse to Dealers) 

Bran. per ton ___ ._. __ . $14.00 
Shorts. per ton ._ ... __ . ____ ._ 15.00 

Note.-Tlle elevator retail price Is $1 pcr 
tOil over the above. 

IIAY 
(FreSh Baled) 

spot prIces for well-cured hay. good at 
date of Issue. and quoted by two leadlni 
houses: 
No. 1 timothy $13.00 
No. 2 timothy 12.00 
No. 1 red tOil ._ 10.00 
NO.2 red toP" ___ .________ 9.00 

Note.-No demand for lower grades. 
There being no hay cxchaQge In Winnipeg, 

.quotatlons arc obtained regularly {rom 
members of the trade. 

IIIDES 
Cured hIdes. per lb. .01 1., 

HorsehIdes. large .'5 
Horsehides. medium _______ .50 
Horsehides. small and ponies. _.__ .3~ 
SheepskIns ___ .. ,. .. __ .15 to .20 
Seneca root .. clry. per Ib._ .18 to .20' 
HorsehaIr. mane. per lb. _ .03 to .04' 

:1~~~~'~~,O:al~·n~s~~~Cib::: :~~'/' ~~ 1~ 
(Dressed, ~~~l!.~;'lnnIPeg) 

Ohlckens. over 5' IbS". _ ... ___ .. _ ... _ .... __ .12 
ChIckens. 4 to 5 lb •. _ .... _ .... _ ... _ .10 
Chickens. under 4 Ibs. _.____ .08 
Fowl. over SIbs. _ ...... _ ..... ____ .10 
Fowl. 4 to'5 lbs. _ .. _._. __ .. _ .... _ > .08 
Fowl. undn 4 Ibs. _ .. __ ._._._ .06 to .07 
Old roosters ............... _. __ .____ .06 
Turkeys. over 12 lbs. __ ._ .... __ .10 
Turkeys. 8 to 12 Ibs. _ .... __ ._ .1~ 
Turkeys. under 8 lbs. _' _.",,_ .10 to .11 
Old hens _ ... _ .. _ ......... _. __ .. __ .08 to .Og 
Old tOIllS _'_"_'''''_. __ .. _ ... ' ___ .07 to .08 

g~~.~~ ::::::::::::::~.:::::::::::::=::=::::= .08 to :gg 
Note.-Flrms supplying prices for poul

try g!vc the following !nfol'mntion ill ad .. 
dltlon: The nbove prices are- quoted on "A" 
grade Ilollltry. "B" grade wl11 be paid for 
HpPI'OXlmately 2c per pound less. "C" 
grade will be paid tor accordlng to value. 

Canadians Sweep Up 
Awards at Chicago 

(Continued from Page One.) 
Canadian wInners as follows
Champion satnple of field beans. 
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Medicine 
By: Dr. James Compton 

The medical history of Beausejour has its first 
roots at the turn of the century. Prior to this the only 
form of medical treatment was provided by the local 
residents or one would have to travel to the City for 
medical care. The first doctor in Beausejour district 
was Dr. Emmet, who came here in 1907. Soon after 
Dr. Cope arrived in 1908. His son, Warren, became a 
prominent heart surgeon in Winnipeg. His office was 
situated in a house across from where the Beausejour 
Curling Club now stands. 

Also in 1908, Dr. Goulden set up an office in 
Tyndall. He had often travelled to Beausejour on a 
call with a team of horses. 

In 1916 Dr. Bissett arrived in Beausejour. He 
was a native of Nova Scotia and opened his office in 
Beausejour at that time. Dr. Bissett worked his way 
through Medical School in the coal mines of Nova 
Scotia. From his office on ParkAvenue, he moved to a 
house south of the tracks. This very imposing cement 
block house was built by J. L. Turner. 

His office was very well equiped and even 
included an x-ray machine. During Dr. Bissett's stay 
in Beausejour there was a terrible outbreak of Spanish 
Influenza. Dr. Bissett attended many patients. He 
had at his disposal two teams of horses from the livery 
barn. One resident said: "There were times when he 
was on the road for many hours coming to town to 
change horses and perhaps take an hour's rest before 
setting out on the road again. To make things worse, 
the fall of 1918 to 1919 was very wet and this made the 
roads almost impassable. Dr. Bissett was a dedicated 
man. He never refused a call, day or night. and he did 
not consider any remuneration as contingent on his 
"making a call". In 1925 he was elected to the House of 
Commons and later moved to Pine Falls where he 
became a doctor for the Abitibi Paper Company. Dr. 
and Mrs. Bissett had two daughters: Dallas who lives 
in Vancouver; and Joan who is a Senator in Ottawa at 
the present time. Dr. Bissett is retired and living in 
British Columbia at the age of 92. 

In 1923 Dr. Dubnov came to Beausejour and set 
up Owl Drugstore and practiced out of the same 
building. This building was located where Beaver 
Lumber now stands. He practiced in Beausejour until 
1930. 

In 1930 Dr. Riddell moved to Beausejour and 
set up practice in a building on the site where the 
Beausejour Clinic now stands. He brought x-ray 
equipment into the building and a point of interest is 
that the original building that Dr. Riddell worked in 
was later moved and now stands as part of Jack's Kozy 
Korner. In 1940 Dr. Fishman took over Dr. Riddell's 
practice and added on to the existing building. Not 
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only did he practice out of the building, but it was also 
the living quarters. Dr. Fishman left in 1946 and re
turned to England for specialist training. During this 
period and before, the clinic had two beds set up for 
not only out-patients, but for minor surgical procedures. 
Half a dozen tonsillectomies were done at the clinic 
during this period using ether anesthesia usually 
provided by the nurse working in the clinic. Births 
were usually done in the home where the doctors 
would go to deliver the babies. There was a maternity 
house run by Mrs. Gottlieb Kaatz which had three to 
four beds. The women would come into town, have 
their babies, and then return home. This building was 
situated on the site where the Post Office now stands. 

Also in 1940 Dr. Preston started practice in 
Beausejour and practiced out of a building on Main 
Street beside where Chuck's Barber Shop now stands. 

When Dr. Fishman left just after the war, Dr. 
Brooks moved into the building. He stayed there 
from 1946 to 1952, when he moved on to Saskatoon to 
practice with his brother, where he is still in practice 
at this time. A note of interestis that Dr. Brooks and 
his brother developed a special type of trachea tube 
which still bears his name. At the time Dr. Brooks 
was here a Dr. Sluginsky also practiced with him in 
association from 1946 to 1950. 

In 1944 Dr. Lippmann moved to Beausejour and 
practiced out of a building on Main Street where Lee's 
Gardens now stands. Soon after he built a house and 
office on the corner of Third Street and Ashton. Dr. 
Lippmann practiced here until 1958 and then moved 
into the City where he set up practice in Urology. 
Prior to 1950 when the hospital was built, the doctors 
in town had privileges at the major hospitals in Win
nipeg. All would run clinics in the afternoon bu t their 
mornings were spent in Winnipeg making rounds at 
the hospital. and doing their surgery there. Emer
gencies would often occur while all the doctors were 
in the City. The nurses who worked out of the clinic 
either had to handle the problems or the doctor 
would rush back to Beausejour from the City to 
handle the problem. 

In 1952 Dr. Giesbrecht set up practice in 
Beausejour and left in 1968. During his stay here Dr. 
Giesbrecht built the Beausejour Clinic - as it now 
stands - in 1960. Dr. T. Turner, a dentist, and Dr. 
Basman, an optometrist also moved into the building. 
A laboratory a..11d x-ray was built in the basement of 
the building. Dr. Giesbrecht, after leaving Beausejour, 
moved to Vancouver where he still practices. During 
Dr. Giesbrecht's stay here, he had a Dr. Youseff and a 
Dr. Adams practicing with him at various times. 

In 1954 Dr. S. Robbie moved to Beausejour, 



taking over Dr . Lippmann's practice. He was in active 
practice until his death in 1979. During his initial stay 
in Beausejour he practiced out of the house, but in 
1971 he built a new building adjacent to the house 
which is now called the Beausejour Medical Centre 
on Third Street. 

Dr. E. Otke moved to Beausejour in 1968 and 
bought Dr. Giesbrechfs clinic. Prior to moving to 
Beausejour, Dr. Otke worked overseas for many years 
with the Federal Government as well as working up 
north. Prior to moving to Beausejour, Dr. Otke 
practiced out of Roblin. Dr. Otke is well known in 
these parts for his cattle and more recently for his 
strawberry farm. Dr. Otke is married with two children 
and plans to retire in December of 1981. 

During his stay in Beausejour, Dr. Otke has seen 
many doctors come and go in the last thirteen years. 
In 1969 to 1971 Dr. Elias worked with him. 

In 1970 Dr. Schroth moved to Beausejour and 
joined Dr. Otke in partnership until 1978 when he 
then returned to the City to get specialist training in 
cardiology, where he is at the present time. 

Dr. Mansfield joined the partnership in 1972 
and left in 1976. At that time he moved to Thompson 
to do general practice. At the present time he has 
returned to the City to finish his training in anesthes
iology. 

In 1973 to 1974 Dr. Szajkowski was here and at 
the present time practices in Winnipeg. 

In 1977 and 1978 Dr. Thiessen practiced in the 
Beausejour Clinic, but in 1978 Dr. Thiessen moved to 
Texas and presently practices in Houston. 

A similar fate followed Dr. Bellan who practiced 
here for eighteen months between 1978 and 1979, but 
he too moved on to practice in Houston where he 
presently resides. 

This brings the medical history in terms of 
doctors up to the present. 

In 1973 Dr. Compton moved here and joined Dr. 
Otke at that time. He is married with four children and 
is a graduate of the University of Manitoba. 

In 1980 Dr. Clements joined Drs. Otke and 
Compton at the Beausejour Clinic. Dr. Clemen~ is 
married with two children. 

In the summer of 1980 Dr. R. Klassen bought Dr. 
S. Robbie's clinic and is in sole practice at the 
Beausejour Medical Centre at the present time. 

In the early 40's an often repeated article in 
Winnipeg papers was: "A mother gave birth to babe 
on way to city hospital". Beausejour was no different 
in this respect. This situation in our area came to a 
head on a stormy night in February 1947 when Mrs. 
W.G. Storsley gave birth to a baby girl at a store at 
Ashfield because the stork wouldn't wait until she got 
to the city hospital. At this point in time several 
concerned citizens began a series of meetings which 
culminated in the formation of the Beausejour District 
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Hospital No. 29. Construction on the hospital began 
in 1949 and it was officially opened in 1950. 
Considerable haggling went on between different 
groups until what started out as a ten bed one level 
hospital became a twenty-one bed hospital with no 
basement at a total cost of $95,000.00. 

Many groups were actively involved in furnishing 
of the wards with almost all wards being completely 
furnished by the community. They also had a very 
active hospital auxilliary. 

By the early sixties it was obvious that this 
hospital was not going to meet the community needs 
for too very long and in 1964 the local board began 
meeting with Government officials to discuss this 
scope of expansion. Several drafts of functional pro
grams were prepared and scrapped. Finally in early 
1968, permission was granted to hire an architect. 
The local board were of the opinion that a totally new 
complex should be built and discussion of this 
continued until 1970, when agreement was finally 
reached that the expansion plan should be completed. 
Throughout this period an active part was played by 
several people who are no longer on the board butwe 
hope are in attendance to see the result of their 
endeavours. One local citizen who was very much 
involved in the plans was the late Mr. Peter Chay. 
We might also mention that Mr. W. G. Storsley was 
not only the original chairman of the board but also' 
the chairman throughout our second construction 
program. He left the board for a few years but came 
back in time to add his past knowledge to the work 
now completed. It goes without saying that our 
present board burned the midnight oil many a night 
over the last two years prior to completion of the 
hospital. 

The hospital is located on 150 First Street 
South. This location was purchased originally from 
Alsip Brick and Tile and a further 180 feet from the 
same source was bought in 1970. 

The expansion plus renovation of the existing 
structure cost $800,000.00 with the tender being let to 
Columbia Construction for $653,000.OQ. Change 
orders and cash allowances changed this to $704,000.00 
with land, out of contract equipment, interest, etc., 
making up the balance. This was financed eighty 
percent by the Provincial Government and twenty 
percent by the Local Municipalities which includes 
all of the Town of Beausejour and the Rural Municipality 
of Brokenhead, as well as one of the townships from 
the Rural Municipality of Lac du Bonnet and from the 
Local Government District of Reynolds. A rough 
random vote was held in these areas in August of 1971 
with a very large majority of those voting in favor of 
the program. Besides the area actually making up the 
hospital district, a good number of patients from the 
Rural Municipalities of Springfield and st. Clements 
use the facilities. We find that the area we serve is 



growing steadily. Services which are part of the 
hospital include an operating room, case room, 
casualty recovery, a nursery and labor room. The 30 
beds are comprised of five pediatric cribs, three 
maternity beds and twenty-two other beds. Other 
auxiliary features are a patient lounge and waiting 
room, as well as a large general office and other 
administrative offices, a central supply area, laundry 
and dietary area. Piped in oxygen and suction is in 
every patient's room and air conditioning in the new 
portion are additional features. As part of the dietary 
area, there is a staff cafeteria. Heating is a combination 
of gas and electricity. Laboratory and x-ray facilities 
are provided by the Manitoba Health Services Com
miSSIOn. Again, there is a very active hospital 
auxiliary who in one year raised over 1,300 dollars as 
well as put in 1,500 hours of work for the hospital. 
Several organizations and individuals have also made 
donations to the furnishings. As well as four general 
practioners in Beausejour, the hospital has two 
consulting surgeons, and also recently acquired a 
gynecologist who visits the hospital on a scheduled 
basis and also does surgery on a scheduled basis. 
Two dentists also use the facilities, and we also have a 
psychiatrist and other members of the Mental Health 
team which are also available. Total staff of the 
hospital is SO which includes 11 nurses, as well as a 
director of nursing and an administrator; 

The first permanent matron who also doubled 
as an administrator was Miss A. McKinnon who got 
the job at an interesting turn of events. While visiting 
here, she apparently broke her ankle and at that time 
the hospital was looking for a new matron and asked 
if she would want the job. She accepted and was 
matron from 1950 to 1969. 

In 1969 Mrs. Wilma Labno took over as admin
istrator. She did this until 1973 when she moved to 
become head nurse in Emergency at the Concordia 
Hospital. 

With the advent of the new hospital in 1973 the 
jobs at the hospital were changed. Mr. Ray Beaque 
became the hospital's only administrator, and Mrs. 
Rachel Gretsinger became the Director of Nursing in 
charge of the running of the medical side of things in 
the hospital. 

Dr. Lippmann, Miss McKinnon, Dr. Robbie. 
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During the early seventies it became apparent 
that the district needed a nursing home. In 1974 East 
Gate Lodge was built on James Street. It consists of 
60 single room units providing light and heavy care to 
elderly patients. People who reside in the residence 
are from the town and municipalities who provided 
funds for its building. These include Pine Falls, Lac 
du Bonnet, Whitemouth, Pinawa, Beausejour and all 
the surrounding rural municipalities. Mr. Beaque is 
administrator of East Gate Lodge also, and Mrs. 
Lorraine Compton is the Director of Nursing at the 
facility, which has a staff of approximately SO full 
time people. In the last year, East Gate Lodge has 
taken on an even more active part in care of the 
elderly in the surrounding districts with the formation 
of a formal day care program. Volunteer drivers pick 
up many of the elderly in and about town with the 
Lodge's van and bring them to East Gate Lodge where 
many activities give the elderly something to do 
during the day. In conjunction with this program, the 
hospital based meals-on-wheels provides warm meals 
to elderly people in the community who would 
otherwise not eat at least one cooked meal a day. 

Going hand in hand with excellent medical 
facilities provided by the hospital, Beausejour and 
district also has an excellent ambulance service 
which is all on a voluntary basis . 

.. The service had its roots in the early 50's when 
Russell Funeral Home prOvided a white hearse converted 
to a makeshift ambulance. They provided this service 
up to the early 70's when ambulance service as we 
now know it came into existence. During thattime to 
the present time the service has had two ambulances 
and a new one is going to be realized in the future. 
The service itself is all on a voluntary basis consisting 
of twenty volunteers who also double as firemen. 

Medical service in Beausejour and district has 
come a long way since 1905. From the doctors on 
horse and buggy to the present day, which has 
ambulance coverage and a modern hospital with the 
most up-to-date equipment providing medical services 
as good as anywhere in the province and, in fact, in 
Canada. 



First staff at opening of Beausejour Hospital, Nov. 1950. 
Marge Pasaduko, Alice Holyk, Matron, Craig Schneider, 
Evelyn Hastman. 

Dr. Turner, Dr. Giesbrecht, Dr. Basman and staff. 

Miss Agnes McKinnon. 

Operating room at new hospital. 

Rae Gretsinger, Eleanor Bush, Dr. John Mansfield. 
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Edward Schreyer 
From Farm Boy to Governor-General 
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A History of the Life of Edward Schreyer 
and his Family 
By: Fred Kraynyk 

Edward Richard Schreyer was born at 
Beausejour, Manitoba on the 21st of December, 
1935. He is the son of John and Elizabeth Schreyer 
who were members of a pioneer family in the 
district. John was. born in Cromwell on May 6,1897. 
His parents came from Beckersdorf West Ukraine, 

The Schreyer Homestead, August, 1981. 
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and settled in Cromwell. Elizabeth Gotfried was 
born in Bruchentahl, West Ukraine, on October 28, 
1901 and came to Gimli, Manitoba in 1901 with her 
parents. She met John Schreyer years later through 
his brother who, apparently was teaching in Gimli 
at the time. 

.• 



Ed took his elementary school in Cromwell, 
Grades 1-9. He was an exellent student in school 
and passed with honours all the time. He was an 
ardent reader and on many occasions, after coming 
home from school, he would read to his 
grandparents Anton and Carolyn Schreyer. Quite 
often he would read about politics and discuss 
politics with them. Many times on his way home 
from school, Ed was met by his pet dog "Buster" who 
was Ed's faithful companion. 

Cromwell School boys after completing their snow tunnel in 
the winter of 1944. 
Boys in the first tunnel (top left to right): Lawrence Baker, 
behind him is Kasmir Sokalski, Joe Szajewski and Johnny 
Kizlik. 
Second tunnel, Edward Baker and Leonard Schreyer. 
Third tunnel top, Kasmir Brzoza, behind him is Steve Kizlik, 
Roger Mroz and Ed Schreyer. 

Edward Schreyer at Cromwell School coming out of a snow 
tunnel made by the Cromwell School boys in the winter of 
1944. Ed was 6 years of age. 
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Grades 10 and 11 Ed took in Beausejour 
Collegiate, which is the Beausejour Elementary 
School now. After Grade 11 in Beausejour, Ed 
studied in Winnipeg at United College, St. John's 
College and the University of Manitoba, earning the 
degrees of Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Education, 
Bachelor of Pedagogy and Master of Arts in 
International Relations and Economics. While at the 
University, he served for two years (1954-56) as a 
Second Lieutenant in the Canadian Officer 
Training Corps, Royal Canadian Armoured Corps. 

Edward Schreyer taught high school in 
Beausejour from 1955 to 1958. He taught Social 
Studies, Literature, Chemistry and Business 
Practice. His specialty was history. Many interesting 
discussions took place in the staff room and 
Gateway Cafe, uptown. Ed participated in many 
student activities. He was well liked by students, 
teachers, neighbours, and members of his 
community. 

Edward Schreyer, fall of 1955, his first year of teaching at 
Beausejour Collegiate. 

Edward Schreyer, Barry Kines, Edwin Witzke, and Pete 
Stepaniuk dressed as a baby with a bottle. 

:~ 



Ed's parents and grandparents were very 
interested in politics also. John Schreyer campaigned 
in every election. Ed's first involvement in politics 
happened when he worked for Jake Schulz in 1957. 
In 1958 he was elected to the Manitoba Legislature 
as a CCF. member from Brokenhead riding, 
becoming at 22, the youngest member in the House. 
He was returned to office in the general elections of 
1959 and 1962. WhileanM.L.A.from 1962-1965,he 
was also professor of Political Science and 
International Relations at St. Paul's College, 
University of Manitoba. 

Freshie Day. Edward Schreyer - Homeroom Teacher, Fall of 
1955. 

On June 30, 1960 Edward Schreyer married 
Lily, daughter of Jacob Schulz, who was at one time 
a CCF. member of Parliament for Springfield, 
Manitoba. Ed met Lily while he was helping her 
father, Jake during his election campaign in 1957. 

Lily was born in Grandview, Manitoba. She 
attended Locksley and Tamarisk school in the rural 
Grandview area before entering Grandview's 
Public School. She completed her education in 
North End Winnipeg's Isaac Newton High School. 

Whilst Mrs. Schreyer's profession is that of 
homemaking, she has many varied interests such as 
sculpting, pottery, painting, sketching, antiques, 
horseback riding, tennis, curling and Ukrainian 
cooking. 

"Ukrainian cooking at Rideau Hall soon, "was 

162 

the headline of a Toronto Globe and Mail article 
commenting on the appointment of former 
Manitoba's Premier Edward Schreyer as Canada's 
next Governor-General. Alluding to Ed's wife Lily, 
whose declared specialty is Ukrainian cooking, the 
media was quick to corne up with comments about 
borsch t and pyrogy menus for visiting heads of sta te 
in Ottawa. 

Lily is the mother of four children, including 
two daughters, Lisa and Karmel; and two sons, 
Jason and Toban. 

In 1965 Ed was elected the ND.P. Member of 
Parliament for Springfield, and in 1968 for Selkirk. 
Ed frequently visited his constituencies, helping 
people with problems, meeting many of them at 
frequent meetings, speaking engagements, tours 
and visits. 

Campaigning in 1965 Federal Election with Tommy Douglas 
and Howard Pawley. 

Ed decided to return to provincial politics, and 
on June 7, 1969, he was chosen Leader of the New 
Democratic Party in Manitoba. Three days later he 

, resigned his seat in the House of Commons. In the 
provincial general election of June 25, he was 
returned as a Member of the Legislative Assembly 
for Rossmore and led his party to a stunning upset 
victory by capturing 23 of the 57 ridings and 38% of 
the total popular vote. On July 15, 1969 he was 
sworn into the office as the Premier of Manitoba. 

In 1973, Premier Schreyer, returning on his 
New Democratic government's record of progress 
and reform, returned his party to power by winning 
31 of the 57 ridings and 42% of the total popular 
vote. Though he was re-elected M.L.A. in the 
general election of 1977, his party lost and he 
became Leader of the Opposition in the Manitoba 
Legislature. 



A victory kiss from wife Lillian on election night, June 25,1969. 

In 1975 he was given the Vanier Award as an 
outstanding Young Canadian of that year. He has 
been a member of the Commonwealth Parliamen
tary Association and the Inter-Parliamentary 
Union. 

Throughout his tenure as Premier of 
Manitoba, Mr. Schreyer held the portfolio of 
Minister of Dominion-Provincial Relations. He also 
served as Minister of Finance from 1972 to 1976 and 
as Minister charged with the administration of the 
Hydro Act from 1971 to 1977. 

Mayor Stephen Juba of Winnipeg has these 
words to say about Premier Edward Schreyer: 
"Since his election as Premier of Manitoba I have 
been able to observe him at much closer range in my 
capacity as Mayor of the Province's largest urban 
area. 

"Throughout this period Edward Schreyer has 
made an outstanding contribution to Winnipeg, to 
Manitoba, and to Canada. His intelligent leadership, 
continuing concern for people and capacity to 
quickly understand a problem have been transla ted 
into developmental policies to help people." 
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Ed Schreyer, as a Social Democrat, believed in 
an activist approach to government in which the 
instrumentability of government in the public 
interest is used to create a more equitable 
distribution of the goods of the world and a greater 
equality in the human condition. During his eight 
years as Provincial Premier several major programs 
were initiated, among them public auto insurance 
scheme for Manitoba, unification of Winnipeg from 
the old metropolitan form of government, a new 
course for northern Hydro development and some 
of the most progressive labour laws in Canada. 

The Schreyer family, Christmas, 1976. Lisa,Ed,KarmeI,Jason, 
Lily and Toban. 

When the news came to our area, that Edward 
Richard Schreyer was to be the next Governor
General of Canada, Manitobans were very pleased 
and the people of Brokenhead, Beausejour and 
environs just couldn't feel proud enough. An 
organizing committee of local residents: Chairman, 
Beausejour's Mayor Efie Walterson; R.M. OF 
Brokenhead Reeve Clarence Baker; Beausejour 
Councillor Fred Kranynk; Brokenhead Councillor 
Mark Dugard; Chamber of Commerce President 
Arnie Birch and Chamber member Gordon Kaatz 
organized a highly successful event held at the 
Tyndall Motor Hotel on January 14, 1979. It was 
called" A T ribu te to our Native Son". A pproxima tely 
500 rela tives, close friends, political colleagues and a 
myriad of acquaintances turned out for this great 
occasion. 



The evening's activities swung between highs 
of emotionalism, pleasant nostalgia, tribute to 
family members, old friends and good natured jibes 
at political opponents, relatives and neighbours. 
Mrs. Schreyer acknowledged the influence of the 
Brokenhead Cultural environment in the shaping 
of his character as he described his neighbourhood 
around Ladywood as a small German speaking 
island in a larger Polish speaking area within a 
greater Ukrainian speaking area. 

"This," Ed remarked, "accounts for the fact 
that when I speak Polish it is one-quarter Ukrainian 
and when I speak Ukrainian it is one-quarter Polish. 
Ed described an incident from his political life that in 
1970 when he toured Gillam with Prince Charles, 
one of the residents from Beausejour was working 
there. This resident happened to spot the touring 
while Ed pretended he did not notice him. In his tipsy 
condition the resident hollered: "Hi Eddie, how you 
doing you so-and-so?" Prince Charles remarked 
later, "That was one of your more enthusiastic 
supporters, eh Ed!" 

Ed spoke for more than an hour charming the 
audience with his eloquence and then signed 
autographs till past midnight. 

The Schreyerswere presented with an oil 
painting of the Schreyer's family homestead in the 
Ladywood area by a very well known Lac du Bonnet 
artist, Robert Kost. Not only was Ed evercome with 
emotion but there was hardly a dry eye in the house 
when the significance of the gift and the 
thoughtfulness of its selection hit home to almost 
everyone present. The picture nowis at Rideau Hall. 

In addition to the oil painting, the Schreyers 
were presented with a framed original invitation to 
the official opening of Beausejour's East Gate Lodge 
Personal Care Home at which Mr. Schreyer 
unveiled a plaque in honour of the occasion. 

Beausejour Councillor Fred Kraynyk presents a hand
embroidered tablecloth to the Schreyers. The tablecloth is 
from the Western Ukraine and features a design from that area 
of the Carpathian Mountains from which the Schreyer family 
emigrated many years ago. 
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Also presented to the Schreyers was a very 
beautiful hand-embroidered tablecloth made in the 
Western Ukraine which featured a traditional 
pattern from that area of the Carpathian 
Mountains where Ed's parents and grandparents 
emigrated from many years ago. 

Governor-General-designate Ed Schreyer is pictured above 
accepting the special gifts from his friends in" AT ribute to Our 
Native Son" celebration. (Left to right) Mrs. Siggie Walters on, 
Clarence Baker and Lily Schreyer. 

On the 22nd of January, 1979, the Right 
Honourable Edward Richard Schreyer became His 
Excellency The Governor-General and Commander
in-Chief of Canada. 

Mr. Schreyer is Canada's fifth native-born 
Governor-General and the first life long Western 
Canadian. At age 43, he is the second youngest 
Governor-General in Canada's history (the Mar
quis of Lome, 1878-1883, was 33) and he is well 
equipped to speak for the people of a country that 
has not only two official languages but many 
founding and contributing peoples and cultures. He 
is fluent in Ukrainian, French, German, English and 
has some knowledge of Polish. 

Prime Minister Trudeau said that his choice of 
Ed Schreyer as the next Governor-General will 
spark new interest in the institution because the 
former N.D.P. Premier of Manitoba "is not from the 
establishment". 

Que:en Elizabeth was "pleased" to approve the 
appointment of a man who was" young"," dynamic" 
and "modest". 

An excerpt from the Prime Minister's address 
at the installation of Edward Schreyer as Governor
General of Canada, Ottawa, January 22,1979, reads 
as follows: 

"We will hear about ourselves and 
our potential from the vantage point of 
one who identifies strongly with the open 
spaces and open people of the west -



with their history of pioneering struggle 
to set down new roots in a new land. We 
will be hearing from a man who shares 
the pride of the Canadian west in its 
achievements, and the enthusiasm of 
western Canadians to tackle the problems 
of further development. 

"The second reason why we look 
upon your appointment as an event of 
historic importance is that, again for the 
first time, our first family will represent 
those millions of Canadians who trace 
their ancestry to countries other than 
Great Britain or France. 

" I share with countless others the 
well-founded hope that you will help lead 
all Canadians toward a deeper under
standing of the richness and variety of 
our cultural heritage. 

"Personally, I look forward to my 
weekly meetings with you, because I 
know that a man who has known the joys 
and anguish of elective office will offer 
unusually well-informed advice. 

"On behalf of Canadians every
where, I thank you for accepting the 
responsibilities which are now yours." 

In his reply, His Excellency the Right Honourable 
Edward Schreyer stated: 

"But there is also a need to speak for all of 
Canada. It is what we share that allows us 
the richness of our diversity and we need 
to remind ourselves of this whenever we 
become preoccupied with our differences. 
As we shape present policies we preserve 
the necessary options for future genera
tions of all Canadians. 

"What I believe many people 
earnestly hope for is not merely the 
toleration of our differences, but the 
realization that to be a good Canad.ian 
each of us must be true to his or her 
heritage. This noble sentiment was 
eloquently expressed by Sir Wilfred 
Laurier when he said: 
'Three years ago when in England, I 
visited one of those models of Gothic 
architecture, which the hand of genius, 
guided by an unerring faith, had moulded 
into an harmonious whole. This cathedral 
was made of granite, oak and marble. It is 
the image of the nation I wish to see 
Canada become. For here, I want the 
granite to remain the granite, the oak to 
remain the oak, the marble to remain the 
marble. Out of these elements I would 
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build a nation great among the nations of 
the world.' 
"What Sir Wilfred Laurier clearly believed, 
what he shared with others, with Sir John 
A. MacDonald, with Brown, with Blake, 
with Sir George-Etienne Cartier, what 
they share with my predecessors and 
with me, is that a diverse society in a vast 
land can experience a broadening of the 
mind and spirit - a magnanimity of the 
soul. Their idealistic dream has become 
almost the full reality. We need but work 
together to avoid slipping backward 
toward the fragmentation of intolerance. 

Today I say with the deepest 
conviction that we can do this. Within SO 
years, a moment in the sweep of history, 
our Canada has gone from aloofness to 
tolerance, and beyond tolerance to 
respect for, indeed a deep desire for, the 
retention of the differentiations of our 
heritage and culture. 

"But the need for this vigilance, for 
this effort, is incumbent upon us all and 
particularly on whoever holds this office. 

"It is said that Sir Wilfred Laurier 
testified to Lord Grey's work as 
Governor General, that he gave his 
whole heart and his whole soul to 
Canada. If those words could ever in 
truth be applied to me, as a third 
generation Canadian from the wheat
fields of the west, By my contemporary 
Prime Minister - only then could I feel 
that I have kept faith with all who love our 
country. One Canada, whole, undivided, 
the benefits of our pluralism intact. 

"May the memory of our work and 
of our country be blessed forever. 

"From sea even unto sea." 

For the people of the Beausejour area, it has 
been a unique experience to participate in Ed 
Schreyer's distinguished career. But even apart 
from our pride in a local boy who "made good", Ed's 
career has been unique in many ways. His abilities 
were recognized at an early age and his political 
success began when he was very young. His 
honesty, intelligence, and sincerity were recognized 
even by political opponen ts, and he was regarded as 
more of a statesman than a politician. This 
culminated in an unprecedented event; for a former 
politician to be appointed Governor-General by a 
political opponent must be regarded as a unique 
honour. In addition, Ed holds the distinction of 
being the first Governor-General who is of neither 
British nor French origins. His appointment 



recognizes the contribution to Canada of all ethnic 
minorities. Our pride in Ed is a reflection of our 
pride in ourselves as full partners in the Canadian 

Karmet Jason, Lisa, Toban, Lily, Ed. 
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Confederation, and we are grateful to him for 
providing a symbolic representation of our place in 
Canada. 



Lawyers 
By Gerald Hawranik 

Over the years there have been many lawyers 
who have practised law in Beausejour, both on a 
part time and on a full time basis. Today there are 
two law firms consisting of seven full time 
lawyers in Beausejour. The law firm of Middleton, 
Boni, Hawranik is located at 644 Park Avenue in 
Beausejour and the law firm of Bellan, Schroeder, 
Baker & Wasylin is located at 632 Park Avenue in 
Beausejour. 

Reputed to be the first lawyer in the 
Beausejour area, James Duncan Crawford arrived 
in Beausejour in 1908 to open the first law office in 
Beausejour. The office was opened in a brick 
building owned by Joseph Shaw on the lot 
immediately east of Gretsinger Garage. This 
building later became known as the Crawford 
Building. In the 1930's, Mr. Crawford's Multiple 
Sclerosis became so serious tha t he was confined to a 
wheelchair. While in a wheelchair Mr. Crawford 
practiced law at home assisted by his wife who had 
been a legal secretary. Mr. Crawford passed away in 
1941. Mr. Crawford's father was one of the first 50 
men recruited for the North West Mounted Police. 

During the 1920's there were many lawyers 
who practised in the Beausejour area, either 
because many lawyers were having a difficult time 
and therefore had to extend their practices to make a 
living or because there was a great deal of legal work 
to do in the Beausejour area which required more 
lawyers to handle. Among those who practiced 
during this time included the firm of Suffield & 
Gorsey. P.c. Kaminski was in charge of the firm's 
Beausejour office which was located in the back of 
Englot's Store. The law firm of Dubienski and Popp 
also practiced during the 1920's. Gordon Cunn 
practiced law out of the Beausejour Hotel from 
shortly after World War I to 1925. William J. Isaac 
purchased Gordon Cunn's law practice in 1925 and 
lived and practiced out of the Beausejour Hotel until 
1926. Charles H. Dixon purchased William J . Isaac's 
practice in 1926. Mr. Dixon practiced out of an office 
on Ashton Avenue. He was appointed a magistrate 
for the Beausejour and Lac du Bonnet areas in the 
1920's during which time he received an $800.00 
annual stipend but supplied his own vehicle and 
gasoline. 

Casmir T. Wyrzykowski practiced law in 
Beausejour on Saturdays only from 1924 to 1952 
from the back of his father's store at the corner of 
3rd Street and Ashton Avenue. His son, Conrad T. 
Wyrzykowski, also a lawyer, continued his practice 
from 1952 to 1962 on Fridays and Saturdays. He 
conducted his practice from the building located just 
East of Vicki's Restaurant in Beausejour. 
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Morris "Mo" Angelle practiced out of the 
Beausejour Hotel during the 1920's and 1930's. He 
commuted from Winnipeg and was replaced in his 
practice by the firm of Drache and Matlin in 1933. 

Louis Samuel Matlin practiced law with 
Samuel Joshua Drache who practiced in Winnipeg 
a t the firm's Winnipeg office. Samuel} oshua Drache 
acted as legal counsel to Louis Samuel Matlin who 
practiced out of Beausejour. Louis Samuel Matlin 
was called to the Bar of Manitoba in 1932 and began 
practicing law in Beausejour in 1934. Mr. Matlin's 
first office was in the Beausejour Town Hall from 
where he practiced until 1935. He practiced from 
the Crawford Building from 1935 to 1946 when he 
was appointed a Police Magistrate. Louis Samuel 
Matlin also maintained an active law practice in the 
Lac du Bonnet Municipal Hall on Thursdays. 
Bernard Kushner from Winnipeg purchased this 
Lac du Bonnet practice and maintains that practice 
to date. From 1947 to 1948 Joseph Abramson 
worked for Louis Samuel Matlin in Beausejour. He 
resided in the second floor of the Cra wford Building 
during this time. 

In February, 1949, Anthony Bernard Weselak 
purchased the Beausejour office of Louis Samuel 
Matlin. Anthony Bernard Weselak was elected as a 
Member of Parliament in 1953 and served the public 
as an elected representative until 1958. William 
Charles Middleton came . to practice law in 
Beausejour as a partner with Anthony Bernard 
Weselak in January, 1954 partly because Anthony 
Bernard Weselak could not adequately maintain his 
law practice while attending Ottawa as aMemberof 
Parliament. Anthony Bernard Weselak and William 
Charles Middleton constructed the Weselak and 
Middleton Building at 644 Park Avenue in 
Beausejour in 1964. Anthony Bernard Weselak was 
appointed a member of the Immigration Appeal 
Board in Ottawa in 1967 and continued in that 
capacity until 1970 when he accepted a position as 
the Vice-Chairman of the Immigration Appeal 
Board in Toronto. 

William Charles Middleton attended public 
school in Winnipeg and graduated from the 
University of Manitoba Law School in 1953. In 1954 
he was called to the Bar of Manitoba and thereby 
became entitled to practice law in Manitoba. He 
practiced lawin partnership with Anthony Bernard 
Weselak in Beausejour from 1954 to 1967. When 
Anthony Bernard Weselak left to accept a position 
as a member of the Immigration Appeal Board in 
Toronto in 1967, William Charles Middleton 
practiced law himself until 1969. Tulsi V. Dattani 
practiced law in partnership with William Charles 



Middleton from 1969 to 1978. After Mr. Dattani 
left Beausejour, in 1978, John Ferdinand Bonicame 
to practice with William Charles Middleton and in 
1979 was joined in the practice by Gerald Charles 
Hawranik. Among the highlights of William 
Charles Middleton's career in the practice of law to 
date has to be the appointment as Queen's Counsel 
(Q.C.) on January I, 1970. 

Tulsi V. Dattani was called totheBarin 1962at 
Lincoln's Inn, London, England. From 1964 to 1966, 
he practiced law as a Barrister at Bombay High 
Court in India. From 1967 to 1968 he was a Special 
Law Student at the University of Manitoba. He 
articled with Thomsom, Dilts & Co. in Winnipeg 
from 1968 to 1969, and was called to the Bar of 
Manitoba in 1969. From 1969 to 1978, Tulsi V. 
Dattani practiced law in partnership with William 
Charles Middleton. In 1978 Tulsi V. Dattani left 
Beausejour to practice law in Winnipeg. 

John Ferdinand Boni began to practice law in 
Beausejour in 1978. He attended public school in 
Winnipeg, received a Certificate in Education from 
the University of Manitoba in 1970, his Bachelor of 
Arts degree from the University of Manitoba in 
1972 and his Bachelor of Law degree from the 
University of Manitoba in 1975. He articled as a 
student with James H. Treble in Crystal City, 
Manitoba until 1976 and practiced there as a lawyer 
until 1977. Until 1978 he was employed by the 
Department of the Attorney-General as a Deputy 
District Registrar. He began working with William 
Charles Middleton in late 1978. 
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Gerald Charles Hawranik attended public 
school in Whitemouth, Manitoba. In 1973 he 
obtained a Bachelor of Physical Education degree 
from the University of Manitoba, and in 1974 a 
Certificate of Education from the University of 
Manitoba. From 1974 to 1976 he taught high school 
in St. Norbert School and in 1976 obtained a 
Bachelor of Education degree from the University 
of Manitoba. After obtaining his permanent 
teaching certificate he enrolled full time at the 
University of Manitoba Law School and obtained a 
Bachelor of Law degree in 1979. From 1979 to 1980· 
he articled with the law firm of Middleton & Boni 
and since 1980 formed a partnership with William 
Charles Middleton and John Ferdinand Boni to 
create the firm of Middleton, Boni, Hawranik. 

, The law firm of Middleton, Boni, Hawranik 
also maintains a part time office on Wednesday 
afternoon in the White mouth Municipal Hall. 



Transportation 
By Don Luy 

Although most accounts of early Canadian 
transportation start with the barking of working 
dogs and the swish of birch bark canoes, our own has 
to begin with the scream of steam and the clacking 
of steel against steel. 

The original railway line in the region was 
constructed by the government of Canada prior to 
the incorporation of what is now Canadian Pacific 
Limited. The sections included, run from Emerson 
through St.Boniface to what is now East Selkirk, 
which was opened in 1878. From East Selkirk it 
extended to Cross Lake near the present 
Ontario/Manitoba border, about 75 miles. This 
section was opened on February 10, 1880, and it ran 
eastward from Selkirk, with stations or stops at 
Tyndall, Beausejour, Monmouth, Shelly, White
mouth, Darwin, Rennie, Telford and Cross Lake. 

All of the above lines were turned over to the 
C.P.R. effective noon May 1, 1881. It would appear 
tha t the original in tent was for this section to be part 
of the main line which would complete the then 
Canadian dream of from 1/ sea to sea". Fortuna tely or 
unfortunately for the area, the original plan was 
altered, and the through traffic was shifted to 
Winnipeg, via Molson and Hazelridge in October of 
1907. 

The depot in Beausejour was completed in 
1905. The self same depot, that many will 
remember, was torn down in 1973. Nostalgia 
prompted the town to use parts of the dismantled 
building to recreate the structure. It is interesting to 
note that the brothersJ.S. and Samuel Turner were 
the first telegraph operators. The last station agent 
was Robert Hay, who closed the station on 
December 8, 1972. He served Beausejour in this 
capacity from 1967 to 1972. 

For many years the railway acted as the 
bloodline of the town and surrounding districts. 
Even the name, Beausejour, was credited to the wife 
of the depot's first agent. At a time when most of the 
region was wilderness, the railroad provided a 
passenger service, along with the necessities of life 
for those who chose to make this locality their 
home. 

Agricultural development followed. New 
immigrants were enticed by land grants, and the 
early part of the 1920's saw the beginnings of a new 
industry for the region. As the land was cleared 
more and more grain was being produced. More 
facilities were needed to handle the surplus, and the 
railways met the challenge. Lines were extended 
and storage elevators were constructed. Both 
industries grew side by side. 

Robert Hay station agent 1967 to 1972. 
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At the same time, Beausejour had a successful 
glass and brick factory. Here too the railway proved 
invaluable. It provided a valuable means of 
transportation for both incoming supplies and 
outgoing products. The factory has long since been 
lost to the town, but until recently, the railway was 
used to transport our high grade Silica sand to 
Winnipeg for processing. 

In the early years of this century, both in town 
and on the farms, the horse and wagon were the 
main means of local transportation. In summer a 
fine pair of prancing ponies and a well kept sulky 
were the signs of success. In the winter, the 
conveyance was exchanged for a pair of draught 
horses pulling a bob sleigh with the usual green 
grain box. One still hears "Old Timers" talk of their 
youth and the readily available frozen hockey pucks 
that they used to play road hockey with. 

The advent of the motor car produced a 
revolution in both transportation and life style for 
the region. There are various claims as to who 
owned the first motor car in the region. According 
to N.Larson, the first automobile, a 1910 model 
(make unknown) was owned by J.L.Turner. 
Another source maintains that the first car, a 1916 
model (make also unknown) was owned by Bill and 
Dave Bethel, who ran the town's livery stable. 
Following is an account provided by Duane Baker 
concerning the latter vehicle: 

"The car was delivered by train and 
parked in the barn at the stables. 
Everyone came to see the glorious 
automobile, yet held their distance and 
breaths respectfully, as if approaching a 
sleeping god. It worked fine, not a single 
problem. Actually there was one slight 
set back. No one knew how to start it. For 
one month after it was delivered it sat idle 
in the garage, while horses and people 
skittered nervously around it. Finally, 
Reinhold Singbeil, my great grandfather, 
who had gained considerable fame 
breaking wild horses for use in World 
War I, was asked to try the car. He 
managed to get it started, much to 
everyone's delight. Once the motor was 
running, he began to experiment with 
the gears - and discovered forward 
before reverse. After he hit the front of 
the barn, he found reverse and backed 
neatly out. 
Proudly he drove the car up and down the 
dirt Park Avenue. Horses went wild, 
spilling wagons of cargo, and men and 
women dressed in their finery. It was a 
glorious sight to behold! He drove round 
and round in circles. People began to 
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wonder why he didn't stop and mean
while Roy was wondering the same 
thing. Eventually he did manage it, and 
climbed off - never to drive again. He 
rode horses or walked whenever he 
needed to go, refusing to trust the car." 

Regretfully, photos could not be found for either car, but here 
is a photo of what is reputed to be the first car in Ladywood. 
The automobile is an early Ford and was owned by Joe Kubish. 

Prior to, and immediately following the First 
World War, the road system in this region was very 
poor. Local roads were unkept trails that could only 
be navigated by horse drawn conveyances. In the 
winter time these same trails were often plugged by 
snowdrifts. The spring time had its ills as well. The 
roads or trails often became seas of wa ter and mud. 
Poor drainage contributed to the problem. 

The Twenties saw much improvement. This 
area, as with the rest of the country, experienced a 
bit of improvement in the economy. Motor cars 
became more plentiful and there was a shift in ; 
activity toward the town. Beausejour became a 
familiar meeting place. At this time the region's 
market place was the site where the local curling 
club and arena now stand. 

Jerry and Mel with old bus. 



The market place was later shifted to what is 
now the Beausejour-Brokenhead fair grounds. The 
roads too were improved to meet the changing 
needs of the region. They became a means for 
entertainment. A Sunday drive and outdoor picnic 
became a family ritual. Unfortunately, this too has 
for the most part been lost to the past. 

In the 1920's a new transportation service was 
added to the town and district. It was a regular bus 
service operated by Mr.P.Homeniuk and it went 
under the name of Red River Bus Lines. This line 
serviced the area for many years. It not only 
provided the occasional traveller with the oppor
tunity to get away, but in its later years, an early bus 
allowed local residents to commute daily to work in 
Winnipeg. One of its' long time drivers is still a 
valuable citizen of Beausejour, Mr. Irvin Kaatz. The 
bus line was replaced by Grey Goose Bus Lines, 
which still faithfully serves the town and district. 

In the mid 1920's, truck transportation became 
an important part of this region's life. The first truck 
transport system, to the best of this writer's 
knowledge, was founded by Bill Black and Bill Bethel 
of Beausejour. It went under the name of Band B 
Transfer. It subsequently became known as G and B 
Transfer, and at the present time it is known as 
Naaykens Transfer. The latter is a much expanded 
and modern operation, operating a fleet of trucks 
that meet the present needs of the area. 

The stock market crash of 1929 had its adverse 
effect on this region as it had on the rest of the 
world. The Depression brought most development 
to a halt. One thing that arose out of the chaos was 
the Winnipeg-Beausejour Highway. This stretch of 
road was a government back-to-work project that 
was largely built by hand. The road became a part of 
a cross country route that opened the region to the 
outside world even mote. It was relegated to a 
secondary role when the new cross country route 
was built, but for a long while it was the #1 and 
everyone was rightly proud of it. 
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In the early 1930's another transfer company, 
Meltzer's, became a part of the local scene. This 
operation started out by using an old Hupmobile 
automobile to pick up eggs and other farm produce 
transported by car. In the mid 1930's the service was 
expanded. Modern trucks were used to pick up 
cream from local farmers. One of our current local 
residents, Mr.Henry Ott, worked as a driver from 
1936 to 1968 when this part of the Meltzer 
operation was discontinued. 

Meltzers fleet of trucks in 1942. 

The bus lines along with the two transfer 
companies and the railroad were vital links which 
contributed to the development of the region. 
Prosperity however, effects many changes. In the 
1940's and 1950's the motor car and road 
development changed the face, needs and expecta
tions of the people. 

The automobile became a necessity; people no 
longer needed the railway for personal transporta
tion. The new convenience offered by the motor car 
forced the discontinuance of the passenger train. 

Michael & Joseph Sliva with 1937 Ford (Sept./38) 



For many years the latter had offered morning and 
evening service. The romantic call of the steam 
whistle and the distinctive noise of the steam 
engines would no longer be a part of the town. The 
c.P.R. made a brief attempt to maintain a limited 
service in the 1940's with a small diesel which 
affectionately earned the name of the "Skunk". 
Unfortunately the service was brought to a halt by 
an accident in 1950. The skunk tangled with a fuel 
truck and lost, and so did those who loved the train 
as a means of transportation. 

The C.P.R. diesel ("Skunk") which ran between Winnipeg and 
Great Falls. Picture taken after the accident with a fuel truck in 
1950. 

The 50's, 60's and 70's continued to see more 
use of the motor car. In one wa ywe became a suburb 
of Winnipeg; many of the local residents chose to 
earn their living in Winnipeg and commute daily to 
and from work. Car pools became popular and a new 
society was born. This method of transportation 
remains popular today. Only now the traffic is two 
ways. Many people have chosen to live in Winnipeg 
and work in town. Winnipegers can be found in the 
government buildings, our schools, and even on the 
farms. 
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The railways that started it all have now 
been relegated to a very minor role in the town and 
district. They still provide the means of transporta
tion for our farm produce, but this too may change 
in future. At the local level, the railroads major role 
of hauling our sand to Winnipeg to be converted to 
glass and brick, has been discontinued. Only 
time will tell what will happen to the railroad. 
Perhaps the continuing rise in energy costs will 
bring about a re-birth, or perhaps, too, the tracks ., 
will be torn up as has happened in so many 
communities like ours in the last 10 years. 

AUTHOR'S NOTE: I would like to express my 
thanks to all those who have provided me with 
information, and as well make my apologies to the 
many people that have not been acknowledged in 
this article who contributed their lives and time to . 
make the area a better place to live. 

-D.Luy 

When there is one bridge, it is said, that under the influence a 
driver will see two; would it then follow that when there are 
two he would see one (must be). This is a photo of the original 
bridge and detour on Highway No.12. Cromwell School is in 
the background. The four men in the model A were unhurt. 



Firefighting and Firefighters 
By Don Longmuir 

J f; " 

This i~ a photograph of the water wagon used in the first Fire 
Department of Beausejour. Seated on the wagon are agroupof 
glass blowers from the glass factory. This photograph was 
taken in 1910. 

As in every small town, the citizens of 
Beausejour were concerned with the safety and 
welfare of their people. This concern brought about 
the formation of the Beausejour-Brokenhead Fire 
Department. The first modern fire brigade was 
formed in 1946, under Chief Oscar Russell. Their 
first piece of fire fighting equipment was a 1944, six
wheel drive Ford Crash Tender fire truck. 

The firefighters at the time were: Carl 
Bullman, Abe Greenberg, Steve Beley, and Julius 
DeMarco. These men were volunteers who went 
out to every fire and emergency. Since the town had 
no waterworks most of the firefighting was done by 
bucket brigade. Former firefighter Carl Bullman 
tells of how all the townspeople would gather with 
buckets to help put out the fire. 

Some of the major early fires included the 
Grace Lutheran Church, and the Stefaniuk and 
Voss houses. As the years progressed more and 
more people became interested in the Fire 
Department, and more men joined. The equipment 
was also brought up to date. 

Huntley's Garage Fire, 1943, located on Park and 3rd Street. 
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Thursday, April 13th, 1961 

Grace Lutheran Church 
Heavily Damaged By Fire 

The wailing of the siren at 4:30 last 
Thursday afternoon gave the signal for 
one of the worst fires to be fought by the 
newly organized Beausejour Volunteer 
Fire Department. 

The Grace Lutheran Church on 
Gertrude Avenue was afire. The Beause
jour Fire Truck was in Gretzinger's 
Garage with the motor out of it. All hose 
and the portable pump had to be 
transferred to a half-ton and rushed to 
the fire scene. 

The fire was contained to the back 
tower portion of the church building. 
Damage was expected to run as high as 
$15,000. 

The fire was first noticed by men 
who were working in the basement of the 
church. On investigating the smell of 
smoke they found that smoke was coming 
from the attic in the alcove at the rear of 
the church. (Note: Inside the front of the 
church is at the south end.) The fire is 
believed to have started 1/2 hour after 
plumbers who were working had left. 

A bucket brigade was formed, but 
this did not keep the fire from spreading 
inside the tower and the attic. It was some 
15 to 20 minutes before firemen had 
rigged up their hose and stand by 
pumper. By this time flames were 
shooting up from the steeple. 

Firemen, after winning their hour 
long fight, expressed the opinion that 
they had felt the fire was out of their 
control half way through. 

Although fire damage was contained 
to the attic and tower, water caused 
damage throughout the church. One of 
the nicest Hi-Fi sets in town, which was 
used to play records of church chimes was 
also lost to the fire. 

Until the damage is repaired the 
Grace Lutheran Church will hold 
services in the basement. 

Courtesy of Manitoba Beaver, 
April 13, 1961 
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Fire at Teddie's Place, Tyndall. January 1st, 1972. 

Gretzinger Garage Fire. 

In 1965 the town purchased a new Class A 
pumper. It was a King Seagrave Unit mounted on a 
G.M. chassis. It hada 500 gallon tank attached. This 
unit along with the one truck were used to service -
fires and emergencies in the Beausejour-Brokenhead 
area. 

In early 1967 the Fire Department received a 
shipment of a second King Seagrave Class A 
Pumper. This tanker had a 100 gallon tank. This 
unit was purchased by the R.M. of Brokenhead for 
use by the Beausejour-BrokenheadFire Department. 

In 1972 the Town of Beausejour took over the 
ambulance services previously owned and opera ted 
by Russell's Funeral Home. The ambulance was a 
1961 Panel Pontiac equipped with a stretcher and 
oxygen tanks. 

In 1975 the Department purchased a 1974 
Chev. Suburban. This was used as the number one 
ambulance. In 1977 the Department purchased a 
new Dodge Maxivan, fully equipped. This vehicle 
took over as the number one ambulance, with the 
other vehicle acting as a back-up unit. Both vehicles 



are radio-equipped. Over the years the Fire 
Department has acquired a considerable number 
and variety of specialized tools. Some of the 
equipment includes: six self-contained Scott air 
masks; 12 air tanks for the above air masks; a set of 
air rescue bags; heavy duty hydraulic cutting 
shears; a four ton hydraulic rescue jack set; a heavy 
duty portable generator; and a safety chemical suit. 

The fire truck when first purchased was stored 
in numerous locations around town. In the early 
1960's the building which is now known as the 
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Department of Public Works on Ashton Avenue 
was used as the Fire Hall. It served this purpose until 
1971. 

In 1971 the Town purchased Kanarowski's 
Blacksmith Shop on Park Avenue. The Town has 
since remodelled it, and it is used as the Fire Hall and 
ambulance garage. 

Later in 1981, the Fire Department plans on 
renovating and enlarging this building, to provide 
more room for training and for storing equipment. 



Firefighters 

The first Fire Chief of the Beausejour
Brokenhead Fire Dept. was Oscar Russell. Later 
Julius DeMarco became Fire Chief, and Jerome 
Shuster and Marion Lachowski joined the Depart
ment. When Julius DeMarco retired Marion 
Lachowski became Chief. William Kaatz followed 
Marion Lachowski as the Fire Chief until 1969. In 
1969 Ken Gretzinger became Chief until 1973. Don 
Longmuir took over the Chief's position, and still is 
the Fire Chief. 

At the present time the Fire Department has 
24 firefighters and ambulance personnel. The 
majority of these volunteers do both firefighting 
and ambulance work. 

The following is a short resume of the 1981 
personnel of the Fire Department: 
Carl Bullman: Carl joined the Department in 1946, 
and is the only active original member. Carl was 
made Life Member and Honorary Fire Chief in 
1980. 
Don Longmuir: Don joined the Dauphin Fire 
Department in June of 1956. He served there until 
1962 when he was transferred to Beausejour. He 
joined the Beausejour Fire Department in 1962, and 
was promoted to Deputy Chief in 1969. He held this 
position until March 1973, and was then promoted 
to Fire Chief. Don is also the coordinator of the 
ambulance service, and the representative on the 
North Eastern Mutual Aid District. 
Ron Nikodem: Ron joined the Department in July of 
1971. Ron had three years previous experience with 
the North Kildonan Fire Department. Ron was 
promoted to Assistant Deputy Chief in 1975, and to 
Deputy Chief in 1978. Ron is also our representative 
from the North Eastern Mutual Aid District for the 
Manitoba Association of Fire Chiefs. Ron is also an 
ambulance attendant and driver. 
Alvin Klapprat: Alvin joined the Department in 
September of 1974. He was promoted to Captain in 
1978. Alvin is also our training officer for the 
Department. 
Robert Drewlo: Robert joined the Department in 
1970. He was promoted from Pump Operator to 
Captain in 1978. 
Walter Best: Walter joined the Department in 1969. 
Walter was a firefighter until 1979 when he was 
promoted to Lieutenant. Walter is also an 
ambulance driver and attendant. 
Don Drewlo: Don joined the Department in July of 
1974. He was a firefighter and then promoted to a 
Lieutenant in 1979. Don is also an ambulance driver 
and attendant. 
Walter Shaw: Walter joined the Department in 
1967. Walter, one of our head firefighters, is also an 
ambulance driver and attendant. 
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David Naaykens: David joined in August of 1975 as 
a firefighter. As of 1981 David is also a permanent 
firefighter with the City of Winnipeg. He is still 
active in our Department as a firefighter, 
ambulance driver and attendant. 
Leonard Pleskacz: Leonard joined the Department 
in November of 1975. Len is a firefighter, 
ambulance driver and attendant. Len is also our 
First Aid instructor. 
Chris Keith: Chris joined the Department in May 
1977. Chris is a firefighter, ambulance driver and 
attendant. 
Patrick Mazur: Patrick joined the Department in 
May of 1977. Pat is an ambulance driver and 
attendant, and a firefighter. 
Cas Szajweski: Cas joined the Department also in 
May of 1977. Cas is our Secretary-Treasurer. Casis 
also a driver or attendant with the ambulance 
service. 
Randy Steinke: Randy joined the Department in 
June 1977. Randy is a firefighter plus an ambulance 
driver and attendant. 
BarryFrank: Barry had three years' experience in 
The Pas Fire Department. He was transferred to 
Beausejour and joined our Department in 1978. 
Barry is a firefighter and also our CP.R. instructor. 
He is also an ambulance driver and attendant. 
Eugene Mamrocha: Eugene joined the Department 
in February of 1978. Eugene is a firefighter at 
A.E.CL., and with the Department. He is also an 
ambulance driver and attendant. 
Lance Wadelius: Lance served with the Fire 
Departmen t in The Pas for two years, and joined the 
Beausejour Department in 1978. Here he is a 
firefighter, ambulance driver and attendant. 
Claude Provincial: Claude served as a security 
guard and firefighter at A.E.CL. He joined our 
Department in 1979, as a firefighter, ambulance 
driver and attendant; Recently hejoinedforced with 
the Winnipeg Fire Department, but still is active in 
Beausejour. 
Randy Bialek: Randy joined the Department in 
1979 as a firefighter, ambulance driver and 
attendant. 
Bob Shewchuk: Bob joined the Department in April 
1980 as a firefighter, ambulance driver and 
attendant. 
Larry Riopka: Larry joined the Department in May 
of 1980 as a firefighter, ambulance driver and 
attendant. 
Glenn Pratt: Glenn also joined the Department in 
1980 as a firefighter, ambulance driver and 
attendant. 
Brian Haines: Brian joined the Department in 1978 
as a firefighter, ambulance driver or attendant. 



Beausejour-Brokenhead Volunteer Fire Department. (Back 
row) Bob Shewchuk, Randy Bialek, Dave Naaykens, Alvin 
Klapratt, Ron Nikodem, Carl Bullman, Barry Frank, Don 
Longmuir, (Kneeling) Brian Haines, Len Pleskacz. 

Photos from the Volunteer Fire Department Practice. 

';-." 
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Members of the Fire Department that have retired or moved out of the area: 

William Kaatz joined 1960's retired 1971 Chief 
Jim Kines joined 1960's retired 1978 Deputy Chief 
Ken Trapp joined 1960's retired 1974 Firefighter 
Ron Radons joined 1960's retired 1971 Firefighter 
Don Kuharski joined 1960's retired 1969 Firefighter 
Pete Naaykens joined 1969 retired 1973 Firefighter 
Nelson Hastman joined 1969 retired 1972 Firefigh ter 
Bob Lanoway joined 1969 retired 1971 Firefighter 
Fred Litke joined 1969 retired 1971 Firefighter --
Murray Bowler joined 1969 retired 1970 Firefighter 
Barry Kines joined 1969 retired 1975 Firefighter 
Joe Szajewski joined 1969 retired 1969 Firefighter 
Stan Nistiuk joined 1965 retired 1968 Firefighter 
Jerome Shuster joined 1959 retired 1967 Firefighter 
Art Linke joined 1965 retired 1967 Firefighter " 

Larry Szajewski joined 1969 retired 1975 Firefighter 
Dave Walker joined 1970 retired 1973 Firefighter 
Bill Litke joined 1973 retired 1975 Firefigh ter 
Fred Bradley joined 1970 retired 1971 Firefighter 
Ron Singbeil joined 1971 retired 1975 Firefighter 
Marvin Slemmon joined 1972 retired 1972 Firefighter 
Joe Wilchynski joined 1972 retired 1973 Firefighter 
Al Adam joined 1973 retired 1979 Firefighter 
Laurie Brethauer joined 1973 retired 1974 Firefighter 
Kurt Best joined 1973 retired 1977 . Firefigh ter 
Bruce Fraser joined 1973 retired 1975 Firefighter 
Rick Michaels joined 1973 retired 1973 Firefighter 
Ron Galay joined 1974 retired 1977 Firefigh ter 
Dan McCooeye joined 1975 retired 1977 Firefighter 
Bill Kulbaba joined 1976 retired 1978 Firefighter 
John Ross joined 1976 retired 1977 Firefigh ter 
Larry Zieske joined 1976 retired 1977 Firefighter 
Jim Richter joined 1977 retired 1977 Firefighter 
Steve Evecsyn joined 1977 retired 1979 Firefighter 
Stan Richards joined 1977 retired 1977 Firefighter 
Mark Dugard j.oined 1977 retired 1978 Firefighter 
Glen Steinke joined 1978 retired 1978 Firefighter 
Doug Germaine joined 1980 retired 1980 Firefighter 
Ernie Hilland joined 1976 retired 1976 Firefighter 

The Beausejour-Brokenhead Fire Department is an active and greatly appreciated organization in Beausejour. 
By: Don Longmuir 
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Powders, Pills and Plasters 
ByE.O. Walterson 

Drugs that the pharmacist dispenses today 
bear little resemblance to the medicines available 
when Beausejour's first resident, WOO. Armstrong, 
arrived on the scene in 1875. Most were vile-tasting 
and foul-smelling preparations made from herbs, 
roots and leaves. They were then administered in 
the form of powders, pills, plasters and liquids. 
Seventy years ago the most useful drugs in 
medicine were judged to be ether, morphine, 
digitalis, diphtheria antitoxin, smallpox vaccine, 
iron, quinine, iodine, alcohol and mercury. 

There were very few drugstores in rural 
Manitoba before the turn of the century. If the 
community was lucky enough to have a" saddlebag 
doctor" it was he who dispensed the few 
preparations available. Even at that he relied more 
on good nursing care at home for there were no 
hospitals. Lots of rest was recommended and the 
body's own ability to fight off infection in due 
course. A familiar expression of the time was "WE 
SHALL JUST HAVE TO WAIT FOR THE FEVER 
TO BREAK". 

Just after the turn of the century, a man by the 
name of James Pinkerton immigra ted from Ontario 
and settled on a farm just east of the Brokenhead 
River at the present Fred Bullman farm. 

Beausejour had not had a druggist up to this 
time, and having found that this farmer had the 
necessary training, he was asked if he would be 
willing to set up a drugstore in town. He consented 
to do so and established himself at 610 Ashton 
Avenue - the present Hoey residence next to the 
MTS building - in 1907. He remained in business 
until his death in 1909. 

That same year, David C.Maddox, a graduate 
from the Ontario College of Pharmacy, arrived and 
set up a store in the southern annex portion of the 
Fawcett Building at 212 Third Street South. The 
main building housed the local post office -
presently the two-storey structure located across 
from Jack's Meat Market. Third Street South was 
still the main commercial area and it wasn't until the 
1920's tha t Park Avenue began to develop into wha t 
we know it as today. 

Mr. Maddox had other interests besides 
powders, pills and plasters. He was an amateur 
geologist and spent considerable time, money and 
energy looking for an underground river which he 
believed ran under the Town of Beausejour. Many 
test holes later he gave up. 

He may not have been so wrong after all. 
Walter Novak, Beausejour's present water works 
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superintendent, has observed on a number of 
occasions, that the level of water in the town's two 
wells fluctuates with the rise and fall of Lake 
Winnipeg. 

Mr.Maddox was also a music lover, so he 
obtained a Mason and Riech Agency and sold pianos 
in his drugstore. The telephone exchange consist
ed of a small switchboard and was also located in his 
establishment. 

In 1911, Mr. Maddox moved his business 
across the street to about where Jack's Meat Market 
and Tony Bonner's Standard Press are presently 
located. During the move, the telephone exchange 
cable was trenched under and across the street from 
his old location to the new one. He remained there 
until 1914, at which time he went away to war. 

The establishment was taken over by the 
National Drug and Chemical Company of 
Winnipeg, and a short time later was moved to 
where Mrs. Kay Rumak now lives, between Phil 
Shuster's Lucky Dollar Store and Dr. R. Klassen's 
Medical Centre. 

There followed a series of managers for this 
drug company, none of whom stayed very long. The 
first manager to arrive after Mr. Maddox left in 
1914 was S.I.Cumming and he stayed one year. Mr. 
Jack Hoban, who presently lives at 620 Ashton 
Avenue, was a student then and worked in the 
drugstore after school. His salary was $2.00 per 
week, and when he quit Mr. Cumming still owed 
him one week's salary. Because he had no money on 
hand, Mr. Cumming suggested Jack choose some 
merchandise instead. Jack said he had always 
wanted the folding Brownie Camera, but it was 
worth $4.00. Mr.Cumming said that didn't matter 
and agreed to this settlement. Mr. Hoban made 
good use of this camera over the years and still has it 
in his possession to this day. 

Then came two more druggist managers in 
rapid succession: J.Cameron (1915-16); and Cecil 
Sambrook (1917-18). 

In 1919, two army buddies returned from the 
war and arrived at the National Drug and Chemical 
Company in Winnipeg, looking for business 
opportunities. They were both druggists. One was 
Gordon Dodds and the other was Harry Hamilton 
Mitchell. Two company stores were available, one 
in Winnipeg and one in Beausejour. They tossed a 
coin and Harry Hamilton Mitchell ended up with 
the Beausejour location. 

He was a graduate of the Ontario College of 
Pharmacy and held a license to practice in all nine 



Canadian provinces. He came from an illustrious 
family of six sons in Ontario; all of whom were 
druggists. 

In 1919 Dr.ED.R.Bissett was the only doctor 
in Beausejour and as it happened, his wife and Harry 
Mitchell's wife were old school chums. So the new 
druggist and his family looked forward to a happy 
and promising future in their new location. 

One year later, in 1920, Harry Mitchell decided 
to go it on his own. He purchased a two storey 
building at the corner of First Street and Park 
Avenue, where the Government offices are now 
located. This housed the Scruton Hardware and 
was owned by the Pereles family. The building had 
changed hands a number of times dating back to 
1900 when it was owned by the Dugard family. 

It took one whole week to move this building, 
using horses, east on Park Avenue to its present 
location, which now houses Lowrey's Footwear. It 
became known as Mitchell's Drugs. 

In 1926 a dispute arose between Harry 
Mitchell and Dr. Bissett. As a result, the doctor 
opened his own drugstore in conjunction with his 
medical practice. The building was later known as 
Pete's Poolroom and is presently the Carpet Shop. 
This new drugstore was called Owl Drugs because 
it stayed open at night. Dr. Bissett did his own 
dispensing and hired the future Carrie Laurie as his 
helper, who later became Post Master at the 
Beausejour Post Office. 

Within two years, Dr. Bissett sold his practice 
along with his Owl Drugstore to Dr.I.Dubnov. He 
moved to Manitoba's new paper mill town called 
Pine Falls to become its first resident doctor. 

Dr. Dubnov married a local school teacher, 
Frances Liebermann. He continued to run Owl 
Drugs for approximately one year, then closed the 
operation in 1928 and moved his medical practice 
into the Crawford Building, which is now 
Gretsinger's car lot. Some years later the Dubnov 
family moved to Vancouver. 

Tobie Triller graduated from the Manitoba 
College of Pharmacy in 1929 and by the following 
year had established T rillers Drugs beside the 
Beaver Lumber Company on Park Avenue. He 
owned a hot touring Model T coupe car which had 
displayed on its doors "STOP AT TILLERS DRUGS, 
BEAUSEJOUR, MANITOBA". He left Beausejour 
in 1936 to help his brother operate a chain of movie 
theatres in Winnipeg. 

In 1937 William Gibbs, another Manitoba Col
lege of Pharmacy graduate and son of Dr. Gibbs 
from Selkirk, erected a new building for his business 
next door to the Mitchell residence and drugstore 
(now the Radio Shack Store). 

Mr. Harry Hamilton Mitchell died in 1940, 
having lived an interesting and active life. He had 
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begun dabbling in real estate and land development 
at an early stage in his life, particularily in the Swift 
Current, Saskatchewan area, and had amassed 
quite a fortune in holdings for those times. He lost it 
all in the crash of '29. He and his wife were energetic 
and enthusiastic participants in the sociat political 
and business life of the community. He was a 
Mason, an elder in the Anglican Church, a long time 
member of the Board of Trade, an adamant member 
of the Conservative Party, and Mayor for one year ••. 
in 1926. His son Hamilton still operates Mitchell's 
Electric next door to the site of their old drugstore. 
His daughter, Dorothy, along with her mother until 
her death in 1953, continued to operate the store 
under the name of Mitchell's Drug Sundries. 
Dorothy sold the building and retired in 1974. 

William Gibbs sold his drugstore to Ivan Ridley 
in 1940. He left the drug business to do laboratory 
work for one of the oil firms in the Turner Valley 
district. 

Ivan Ridley was not only an avid sports fan, but 
he was also an excellent ball player and coach. He 
was so successful in this sideline that he managed to 
guide his son Weldon into a professional baseball 
career. Mr. Ridley remained in Beausejour until 
1950. Later he became manager of the manufac
turing department of the National Drugs Limited in 
Winnipeg before purchasing a drugstore at 
Morden. Upon his death, his son Weldon, who by 
now had graduated as a pharmacist took over the 
business and continues to operate it today. 

Norman J. Cryderman purchased the Ridley 
business in 1950. At first, it was known as 
Cryderman Drugs, but that was later changed to 
Beausejour Drugs Ltd. Mr. Cryderman had the 
distinction of being the oldest student ever to 
graduate from the School of Pharmacy, University 
of Manitoba, having attained the ripe old age of 40. 
Before World War II he was a school teacher, then 
her served in the R. C.A.F. as a radar officer for five 
years, much of which was spent in the Middle East. 
A daughter, Maureen, became a pharmacist only six 
years after her father's graduation. She worked a 
short time for him before moving on to other 
employment. The family now resides in Penticton, 
B.C. 

Eyfi O. Walters on moved from Dryden, 
Ontario and came to work for Mr. Cryderman in 
1956. At the end of the following year, he took over 
as manager and Mr. Cryderman and his family 
moved to Winnipeg. Ron Sanders moved from 
Portage la Prairie and joined the firm in the spring of 
1958. On January I, 1959 Sanders and Walterson 
went into partnership and purchased the business 
from Cryderman. 

In 1964 Rick Riley, who was the first local 
student to graduate as a pharmacist, joined the staff 



of Beausejour Drugs. By this time the firm had 
already added one other store to its operation, 
Sanwal Pharmacy, at Grand Beach, which was 
opened only during the summer. The third store 
was opened in 1964 at Pinawa with Mr. Walters on 
as manager. 

Another local pharmacy student, Ray Wolanin 
had been working for the firm during his summer 
vacations, He graduated in 1968 and joined 
Walterson at Pinawa. Sanwal Pharmacy was closed 
in 1965 and the Pinawa business was sold in 1969. 
Walterson rejoined his partner Sanders at 
Beausejour. Wolanin continued to work for the new 
owner at Pinawa for one year, and then moved to 
Brantford, Ontario. He is presently Assistant 
Director of Pharmacy at the Brantford General 
Hospital. Riley went to work for Pay 'n Save Drugs 
in Winnipeg, and died in 1971. 

In 1975 the store loca tion was moved next door 
to where the Mitchell family used to live, and 
considerably enlarged. The name was changed to 
Western Drug Mart. 

In 1978 Louise Morgan, a pharmacist from 
Pinawa, worked part-time for one year· before 
purchasing her own pharmacy at Gimli. 

Following her came Tom Mulhall from Lac du 
Bonnet, who worked full time until deciding to go 
back to college in 1980 to begin his studies in 
Optometry. Mr. Tony Ulicki from Winnipeg is 
presently employed part-time as staff pharmacist. 

The present staff members and their years of 
service are: Cora Ott, 25 years; Pearl Lysiachuk, 11 
years; Diane Hastman, 7 years; Lydia Richter, 6 
years; Sue Graham, three years; and Cindy Buss, 
one year. 
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Others who worked for the firm during the 
past 25 years were: Ray Kellet, Lydia Schewe, Ruth 
Ott, Ruth Ferens, Hazel Litke, Elsie Beger, Edith 
Smith, Mae Johnson, Islay Kines, Mae Kerr, Louise 
Phillips, Marge Fiebelkorn, Isabel Buss and Kim 
Stefaniuk. 

Mr.Sanders and Mr.Walterson have both been 
active in various community organizations over the 
past 25 years, and Mr.Walterson is presently in his 
11th year in office as Mayor of Beausejour. 

Owl Drug Store in Beausejour. 



Music and the Arts 
By Anthony Steffes and Loretta Basiuk 

The arts were not a major concern, generally, 
for the early settlers of this area. In most cases, the 
people who came to the area were too caught up in 
the time-consuming and taxing business of raising 
families and making enough money to survive, to 
devote their time and energy to the arts. 

Be that as it may, country bands soon began to 
make their appearance at weddings, anniversaries 
and barn dances, and in time piano and dance 
teachers gave lessons in the community. Some 
individuals were writing plays and in many cases, 
they directed and acted in them as well. By the 
1920's and 1930's residents of the communtiy were 
beginning to attend or take part in concerts and 
variety shows on a more regular basis. 

Particularly Ukrainian-Canadian grandchil
dren of the Beausejour area have heard their 
grandparents tell of the nearly week long wedding 
celebrations that took place in those early years. 
Few people were too busy to come to a wedding and 
almost all residents in the area were expected to 
attend. A wedding is not a wedding without music 
and over the years the Beausejour area saw a 
number of musicians who, in many cases, learned 
their skills from their parents and grandparents and 
who, themselves, played for sometimes three 
generations of family celebrations. Mrs. Mary 
Gabel writes of the early years: 

"Music at these old country weddings 
was supplied by a popular Czech musician 
named Kunish. He had an orchestra 
made up of his son and two grandsons. 
His music was very beautiful and some of 
the dances are still played today by local 
. .. ~, mUSICIans. 
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Among the many 'old -time' musicians are such 
individuals as Mr.Patrician, Martin Syrowitz, John 
Urbanski, Joe Neduzak, Peter Hlady, Stan 
Mikolash, Joseph Pfeifer, Frank Marynewich and 
Arnold North, to name a few. Some, like John 
Urbanski and Mr.Patrician, even constructed their 
own instruments. Remarkably, many of them are 
still playing today. F. 

(' 
At the present time one may still see a 'veteran' 

musician like Bill Chryplywy playing with relative 
newcomers to the orchestra world like 14 year old 
Terry Kraynyk, who is carrying on a family 
tradition of entertaining at weddings and socials 
begun by his father, Fred Kraynyk. The Neduzak, 
Bodnarchuk, Pleskach and Kuzmack family bands 
have also been carrying on the traditions of 
Ukrainian and old time music through their 
weedend work and in some cases, through : 
recordings. Some are playing for their own 
enjoyment and some, like Mr.Wickander, occasion
ally play for friends at East Gate Lodge and other 
senior citizen homes. 

One musician who provided entertainment at 
celebrations was Peter Kozyra. Of his early musical 
experience he writes: 

"I was always interested in music. At the 
age of 12 I constructed my own violin. It 
didn't sound too bad, considering it was 
my own effort. Finances were hard to 
come by in those days, so that was 
incentive enough to make a violin. 
Eventually, I earned some money playing 
at social functions and purchased a piano 
accordian and took lessons through the 
U.S.School of Music. This helpedme a lot 
in learning to read music and some 
techniques of playing. I also got a lot of 

.free publicity through the U.S. School of 
Music by appearing in their advertising in 
all sorts of magazines. This advertising 
brought in a lot of fan mail from all over 
the United States and Canada and gave 
me confidence in playing for various 
functions. 
I originally organized a band playing 
mostly country and current hit parade 
music, as well as what was known as old 
time music. The original members were 
myself, Rudy Kulababa on rhythm 
guitar, Edward Mazur on banjo and Steve 
Bosak on violin. 



We felt we needed some brass backup and 
Mike Bosak, who had been playing for 
some years, joined the group. His 
orchestra had disbanded because some of 
his group got married and retired from 
the music business. 
We played any kind of function we could 
get such as barn dances, stags and 
showers, and weddings, but mostly barn 
dances. Some of the places we playedatin 
those days were Adolph Molinski's barn, 
Krawchuk Brothers barn, Peluk's barn 
and Pete's Pavilion at Greenwald. 
I still own my instruments and occasion
ally play them, but to keep both the 
instruments and myself in time, so to 
speak, I retired from the band in 1952 and 
turned to other hobbies such as painting 
in oils. This kept me at home as that was 
the year I got married and started the 
serious business of family life. I have 
some good memories of my playing days. 

Left to right: Ed Mazur, Rudy Kulababa, Peter Kozyra, Mike 
Bosak. 

By about the 1920's, parents were making 
music a part of their children's education and 
musical instruments were appearing more fre
quen tly in homes. Among the piano teachers firs tto 
come to the area were Miss Gould, Miss Grenik, 
Arnold North, Rose Wilgosh, Helen Ehinger (nee 
Kanaroski) and Nellie Larson. Nellie Larson writes: 

"In the early days in Beausejour, music 
played an important role. No matter how 
poor a family was, they somehow 
managed to own a piano. As local concerts 
were held, the budding artists were able 
to display their musical talents." 
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A very enjoyable evening was spent 
a t the Tyndall Legion Hall on Friday, June 
24. Sponsored by the Legion in aid of the 
Little Leaguers, the concert opened with 
"0 Canada". L.A.Warren as chairman 
gave a few remarks and introduced each 
Little League member. Jim Bernard 11, 
Kenneth Hnatiuk 12, Greg Hurrell 11, 
Ken Shannon 10, Reg Warren 10, Harvey 
Lucek 9, Barry Winkler 10, Glen Leoppky 
10, Allen Kazina 10, Michael Wazny 9, 
Larry Kisiloski 9, Sandy Evans 12, Allen 
Nelson 12, Donnie Chymyshyn 12, 
Stephen Budd 11, Brian Prychun 11, and 
their coach Arnold Boyd. This was 
followed by the CG.I.T. choir, a piano 
solo "Playing Soldiers" by Donald 
Bodnarchuk, a tap dance "Rumplestil
skin" by David Warren, piano solo "Polly, 
Wolly, Doodle" by Linda Letwin, solo 
"Mr.Rat" by Wayne Hladki, tap dance 
"Tiger" by Diane Sawchuk, piano solo 
"Jolly Darkies" by Reg Warren, vocal duet 
"Paper Roses" by Melody Hulmbery and 
Lorraine Dunsmore, piano solo "Tulip" 
by Judy Warren, solo "You Got To Have 
Heart" by Isabel Evans, piano solo 
"Sonatina in C" by Stephen Budd, piano 
duct by Michael and Donnie Bodnarchuk, 
tap dance "Singing in the Rain" by Ruth 
Johnson, Diane Sawchuk and Judy 
Warren, piano solo "01 Black Joe" by 
Michael Bodnarchuk, and Bob Warren 
played the piano for a sing song. Lunch 
was served by the Ladies Auxiliary. The 
evening ended by dancing to music 
supplied by George Anderson on the 
accordian, Steve Bodnarchuk on the 
violin and Arnie Boyd on the drums. 

-1960 



Michael and Donald Bodnarchuk. 

Tyndall Piano Recital- June, 1960 
Just before the program got underway at the Saturday, June 
18th piano recital, teachers Mrs.J.Anderson (left) and 
Mrs.].Wilgosh (right) are presented with corsages by Miss 
Debbie Hayes and Miss Florence Drewlo on behalf of the 
pupils. 
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Dancing teachers were also beginning to make 
their appearance. Mrs. Hamilton Mitchell, Mr. Mc- ,. 
Caffrey and Mr. Ray McConnel were three such 
teachers. As the pictures and newspaper articles on 
the subject of successful concerts held in Tyndall 
and Beausejour would indicate, the community 
valued greatly the teachers who instructed their 
children in music. 

Joint Dance Recital Held at Beausejour 
(late 1950's) 

Friday, June 27, the Beausejour 
Town Hall was the scene of a delightful 
and varied program when Micki More 
presented in recital the combined talents 
of her Beausejour and Point du Bois 
schools of dancing. A packed house 
thoroughly appreciated the efforts of the 
budding balerinas who performed like 
veterans in their first annual recital. 

Outstanding were the perform
ances of Ann Hoban, Sharon Mastaler, 
Carol Stelmack, Eileen Lucko, Audry 
Johnson, Susan Meltzer, Judy Warren, 
Ruth Johnson, Janet Prettie, Diane 
Sawchuk, Teresa Rumak, Trudy Wese
lak, Kim Naaykens, Janina Kerr, Loretta 
Bachman, Maureen Tonn, Kathy Clark, 
Sharon Dutchak, Janice Demarco and 
Carol Pastula of the Beausejour school 
and Pamela Preece, Sandra Oakley, 
Diane Anderson, Sharron Goddard, Jane 
Comer and Frances Peechia of Pointe du 
Bois. Other pupils contributing to the 
well earned success of the evening 
included the talents of Karen Lawlor, 
Heather Bruce, Debbie Hayes, Laurel 
Habing, Francie Bush, Laurie Bush, 
Karen Sywolsky, Gabriel Patzer, Mal
colm Bruce, Debbie Bennett, Garry 
Stepaniuk, Carol Kubish, Linda Kaatz, 
Joanne Ferens, Eric Giesbrecht, Norma 
Wilgosh, Carla Lawlor and Eileen Lucko 
all of Beausejour. 

Mrs.G.V.Hoban expressed the ap
preciation of the parents and pupils to 
Mrs.More for her untiring efforts, and 
Miss Debbie Bennett presented her with 
a bouquet of red roses. 

A talented group of youngsters, 
pupils of Ray McConnell's School of 
Dancing, took the stage on Saturday, 
June 25 in their first annual recitalin what 



proved to be one of the season's most 
entertaining shows. 

The capacity crowd that filled the 
T own Hall had nothing bu t praise for the 
quality entertainment presented through 
the enthusiastic efforts of Ray Mc
Connell, a dancing teacher Qf excep
tional talent and interest in his young 
proteges. Mr .McConnell was generous 
in his admiration of his pupils and feels 
that the surface has only been scraped as 
far as developing the potential talent in 
the district is concerned. Some of his 
pupils he is sure definitely have a future in 
the dancing field. The success of the first 
recital was most encouraging and forth 
coming years will bring bigger and more 
spectacular shows. 

The exciting big show was made 
more so by the personable charm of Bill 
Guest, CB.C T.V. announcer, who 
M.C'd the show. Mr.Guest on previous 
appearances here had become well 
acquainted with many people and his 
repartee special with local colour kept the 
audience in constant amusement. 

A number of CB.C television 
guest stars donated their combined 
talents to add an air of professional 
artistry to the program. 

Sam McConnell, a handsome young 
tenor who has appeared on the T.V. 
Happy Land and Red River Jamboree 
series, thrilled the audience with his 
rendition of well known ballads including 
the beautiful "Scarlet Ribbons". 

The McConnellettes, a team of 
precision dancers, performed with the 
kind of poise and talent that drew a 
thundering ovation from the crowd. This 
group of girls, all of whom have appeared 
on T.V., have been taking lessons for 
seven and eight years and their perform
ance is just an indication of the dancing 
future that lies ahead for our local 
dancers. 

-1960. 
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"Ain't Misbehavin" by Ricki Oberek, Patsy Oberick, Patsy 
Rennie and David Warren. 

Teacher Ray McConnell. 

By the 1940's and 1950's, concerts and variety 
shows were common occurences. The July 1st 
celebrations offered local residents an opportunity 
to hear a variety of entertainers from Winnipeg and 
from areas outside of Beausejour, and also provided 
local musicians, singers, dancers and other 
performers a chance to entertain in front of an 
audience. Service clubs such as the Associate 
Commercial Travellers of Manitoba, which toured 
with the Royal American Shows, sponsored 
travelling shows and held amateur nights in the 
local area. One such show, the "Fun for You" show, 
sponsored by the Beausejour branch of the 
Canadian Legion, was described in a local 
newspaper thus: 



FunFor You AtBeausejour Big Success 

The Fun For You show, sponsored 
by the Beausejour branch of the 
Canadian Legion, held in the Town Hall 
on December 2,3,and 4, and featuring 
talent from Beausejour and the sur
rounding district impersonating famous 
celebrities of both screen and radio was a 
great success from the performance put 
on by our young people and by the way 
the show was received by the audience 
who appeared to enjoy it very much. We 
would never guess how much talent we 
have in our midst un til a show of this kind 
is put on. 

The winners of the Tiny Tot 
Popularity contest were presented with 
tiny silver cups during a scene in which 
some 30 youngsters" took part. The 
winners were: Girls, first, Eleanore 
Meltzer; second, Mary Anne Wayne; 
third, Roberta Lynne Hayes; Boys, first, 
Kent Stepaniuk, second, Kenneth Mc
Laughlin, third, Norman Betts. 

Bert Pulfer very ably acted as master 
of ceremonies, and later in the show as 
Uncle Ezra and also Gypsy Rose Lee. Bert 
is a very versatile actor and also a very 
convincing strip teaser. Other perfor
mances worthy of note were those of 
Norman Neyedley as Marlene Dietrich, 
Bob Kreger as Mae West, Murray 
Shuster as Gravel Gertie and also as 
Minnie Pearl. John Sawicki acted as 
master of ceremonies on the National 

Dance routine from "Fun For You" show. 
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Barn Dance program. 
Other notables included: Miss 

Connie Trithart who sang many solo 
parts in the show, also Will Sutton who 
together with Connie, sang a beautiful 
duet. Otto Yesse (Nelson Eddy) also sang 
a solo and later in a quartet with Connie 
Trithart, Miss Van Nice and Will Sutton. 

During the show, numbers were 
called and the lucky ticket holders were 
called to the stage to receive their prizes. 
Dr.I.Q., in the person of Joe Abramson, 
asked various persons in the audience 
different questions and for right answers 
gave away crisp new dollar bills. Al 
Bronstein as Tom Brenneman, after 
coming down amongst the audience and 
trying on several of the ladies' hats, 
awarded prize perfume, corsages, sta
tionery and nylons. 

Special men tion goes to Alvin Hayes 
who was pianist during the whole 
production. Here is a young man whose 
talented fingers should take him a long 
way in the musical world. 

Congratulations also to Miss Van 
Nice who was in complete charge. In a few 
short days she had organized, trained and 
directed the whole cast. 

The Fun For You show was a 
complete success and here's hoping that 
we will have more shows of this type in 
the future. 

-M.H. 



Doreen Dutchak, Alvin Hayes, Frances Englot, 
Barbara Leeder. 

Otto Yesse, Connie Trithart, Barbara Van Nice, 
Will Sutton. 

Among the tiny tots are Eleanor Meltzer, Mary Anne Wayne and Roberta Hayes. 

Alvin Hayes, a local resident, performed and 
accompanied other performers at local concerts and 
variety shows. His brother Sandy was involved 
with music as well, for he had a small band made up 
of Bill Splett, Jerome Shuster, Ray Bryk and himself. 
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Left to right: Ray Bryk, Bill Splett, Jerome Shuster and Sandy 
Hayes. 



Ted Bachman and the Beausejour Boys' Band. 

Music was beginning to have a more integral 
part in the schools and in the comm uni ty by the la te 
1950's and 1960's. Tyndall held numerous recitals, 
as did Beausejour. In the 1950's as well, Beausejour 
got its first boys' band under the leadership and 
direction of Ted Bachman, who presently resides in 
Selkirk and teaches band in the Lord Selkirk School 
Division. During the few years the band remained 
together, it won several awards. It also gave many 
young Beausejourites an interest and start in music, 
for many of the band members went on to form 
their own groups or continued to play for their own 
enjoyment. 

If space permitted, much could be said of the 
choirs, particularly the church choirs that have done 
their diligent work in this community over the 
years. Choral groups were probably the musical 
groups most commonly found in the area and they 
involved many people. Credit must be given to the 
various choir leaders who, often out of their own 
homes, gave direction and leadership to the 
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sometimes musically untrained choir members. 
One of the earliest known of such choirs is a 

group which was led by Zenon Moroz of Tyndall. 
The choir was in existence in the early 1920's and 
remained active for over 20 years. It travelled to 
Winnipeg and to small local towns like Ladywood, in 
the course of its career. 

Various school choirs had been active during 
the 1950's and 1960's. Two local teachers, 
Mrs.Marie Donahue and Diane Marion directed the 
first operetta at Beausejour Collegiate. Later, in the 
1970's, Mr. Clarence Koss and Miss Loretta Basiuk 
directed two operettas at the school. Mrs.Marie 
Donahue directed a community choir as well, and 
during the 1962 Jubilee, the choir rendered the 
Halleluyah Chorus from Handel's Messiah. An
thony Steffes carried on the work begun by 
MrsDonahue by directing a community choir in 
Beausejour. Mr.Koss still directs an award-winning 
choir at Edward Schreyer School. 

.. 
/ 
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The Agassiz Festival of the Arts, begun as a 
local, school-centered festival, more recently has 
come to include broader representation in other 
areas of the arts and has utilized resource persons 
from outside the Beausejour area. In 1981 the week 
long festival took place at the four major centres 
within Agassiz Division and included choral, 
instrumental and vocal classes, drama, arts and 
crafts, dance and a multicultural show. 

Beausejour has grown in the area of art in 
recent years. Formerly, so much effort was 
expended in completing routine work, that little 
time was left to explore and be creative beyond 
necessity. Still, people allowed their artistic sense to 
come out as they worked. Houses were built, yards 
were planned, and gardens were planted. Social 
events were planned, clothing was remodelled for 
younger family members, and household items 
were sewn, carved or constructed. All of this 
reflected not only creativity, but also the driving 
force required for art to grow. 

As years passed, families became more 
established and financially secure and the more 
inclined could begin to think decoratively. It was 
then that quilts, doilies, afghans, wood carvings and 
farmyard ornaments found their way into homes. 
Crafts were still of the usable type but were 
becoming more and more decorative in nature. 

In the 1930's a local fair was organized by a few 
area residents. Here people could exhibit their 
handiwork and produce. The Agricultural Society 
and other groups worked on projects like quilts and 
used these to raise funds, which in turn allowed the 
organization to grow. The fair is still an annual 
event in Beausejour. Some of the founders and their 
families are involved in its planning and in 
competition. 

For some time people continued to practice 
crafts in their homes, but now interest was growing 
in areas outside the home. Public buildings were 
constructed and in some, art was featured. 
Churches contained religious artifacts. St.Mary's 
Church, for example, commissioned Leo Mol to 
paint the ceilings and walls in elaborate murals and 
local people were used as models for some of the 
figures. 

A few local individuals also began to take an 
interest in studying art and later began instructing. 
Lyla Belluk (nee Ilchena) is now a teaching artist in 
Winnipeg and does painting and pottery. Gloria 
DeNeve is a professional potter in Winnipeg and 
Janis Baron, who won many art awards as a 
teenager, is now working for OM in India doing 
illustrations in books which are used in her 
Christian work. 

Mr.Szalai is another local artist, and a unique 
one at that. He seeks out and prepares Manitoba 
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Gr~de 12 students performed excepts from Shakespeare 
dUring the 1981 Agassiz Festival of the Arts. From the 
"Othello" cast: Back row - Martin Hafichuk, Lawrence 
Germaine; Middle row - Minny Deol, Dale Bialek; Front row 
- Gail Stuart 

willow and creates with it, original designs in 
wicker. He operates a greenhouse as a main source 
of income but also weaves almost anything out of 
wicker. Another local resident, Len Anthony, has 
restored the old Gabel Store in Ladywood and had 
created a studio for his printmaking and other arts. 
Eileen Copeland had a fine arts degree; man y homes 
and businesses in the area display her paintings and 
pottery. Arlene Omichinski, a commercial artist, 
has helped the community with several projects. 
The late Nellie Greschuk and Mrs.Horoshko were 
both active in the community in art related fields. 
Don MacLean works with wood, and by salvaging 
old pieces, he creates his own furniture. Many 
Beausejour residents have seen the lawn furniture 
that Frank Ehinger is reknowned for and which he 
himself designs. Anthony Steffes and Vera 
MacLean are involved in a wide variety of art forms. 
Both are interested in the teaching aspect and are 
interested in exploring new art forms. Anthony is a 
public school teacher and Vera is presently working 
with the handicapped. She continues to inspire and 
be inspired by local artists, particularly teenage and 
elderly artists. 

Particularly versatile young artists are David 
and Penny Square of Tyndall. Living in a log house 
they built themselves, they hand craft a variety of 
items and are best known for their wooden and 
stained-glass boxes which theysellatthe University 
of Manitoba. 



.. .. 

Art for art's sake is just coming into force in 
this area. Recently art shows in the Eastman area 
have shown that there is considerable local talent. 
Individuals such as Jenny Wolanin, Carol Cassan, 
Rose Omichinski, Siggie Walterson, to name a few, 
now have a place to show their work locally. As well, 
the future for art looks good. We now have both the 
people seeking instuction as well as the tradition
alists such as Mrs.Hintz and Mrs.Ilchena, who 
practise in their homes and constantly improve on 
their traditional methods and maintain excellent 
workmanship. The young, learning from the 
experienced, should ensure that the growth of the 
arts will continue and that new forms will develop. 

Relatively few Beausejour area residents have 
directed their creative energy into the area of 
theatre or poetry or play writing. Not many have 
attempted to make a living out of the arts. A few 
have, however. 

Ted Galayis one such person. A successful and 
accomplished writer, Ted acquired his interest in 
writing from his parents. He writes of the 
beginnings of drama and play writing in this area: 

"During the early years, especially in the 
1920's and 1930's, the rural areas had 
many amateur theatrical and musical 
groups which performed in community 
halls. One of the largest halls was the Red 
Deer Hall in Springwell. Much of the 
activity was centered there. Ukrainian 
concerts and plays were performed 
regularly. 

The musical performers were very 
lucky to have the services of a very 
talented conductor, Julian Holub, of 
Brightstone. The theatrical groups were 
first directed by a local farmer, Steve 
Dominiuk. Two of the most popular plays 
of the time, "Taras Bulba" (about the 
Cossacks in Ukraine) and "Natalka 
Poltavka" (a love story) were later made 
into Hollywood films, the latter under 
another title. The plays of the famous 
Ukrainian playwright-actor, Miroslav 
Irchan, who lived for a short while in 
Winnipeg, were also performed. Among 
the most popular was "The Blind Family 
Brushmakers", a play about the horrors 
of war. One of the performers in this play 
was John Galay (now of Beausejour) who 
was well known as one of the best actors 
in the area. He was told by someone who 
had seen both versions that he was better 
in the role than Irchan himself, who had 
performed the same role in Winnipeg. 
(Irchan subsequently returned to Ukraine 
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and died in Siberia.) John's future wife, 
Lena (nee Garbolinski) also performed in 
many of these plays. 

Members of the Holy Ghost 
Ukrainian Catholic Church continued 
these activities until about 1950. Lena 
Galay was active as an actress and 
director, and prided herself on knowing 
everyone's lines as wellasherown. Other 
regular performers included John Sa
wicki, Bertha Novak, John Sywulski, 
Peter Kuchinski, Fred Hlady and Steve 
Kott, a very talented young dancer who 
lived in Beausejour for a short while 
around 1950. The last Ukrainian play was 
performed by the group at approximately 
that time, a comedy called "The Three 
Hats". 

As well as full-length dramas and 
comedies, short comic skits were very 
popular. In latter years, John Galay has 
taken to writing, and has reconstructed 
some of these early plays, as well as 
setting down some reminiscences. The 
following skit is a good example of the 
kind of humor popular at that time: 

"With a Healthy Mind" 
By M.Krypenko translated by John Galay 
Characters: Guest, Hotelman, Policeman 
The Scene: Hotel room 

HOTELMAN: (Entering room with 
Guest) This, my good man, is your room. 

GUEST: (Looking around) Good. Good. 
Completely to my liking. 

HOTELMAN: There is one thing I have 
to tell you. That is that we have the Chief 
of Police sleeping in the next room, so I 
want you to behave, be very quiet, not 
like the last time. You made quite a 
nuisance of yourself. 

GUEST: Very good, you are right, 
because, you know, things can happen. 
Yes, that's right, you had some trouble 
with me. But don't think I'm always like 
that. Whenever I am sober, you can trust 
me with everything. It's justthat I have a 
little fault, and that is, when Iget my head 
spinning, then I holler. Anyway, right 
now you have nothing to worry about, 
but whenever my head is spinning, well, 
that's a different matter, but you see it for 
yourself that my head is clear, so that 
means that everything is in order. 



HOTELMAN: Very interesting. Well, 
good night to you. (And walks out) 

GUEST: Oh! What a dumb fellow, and he 
thinks he has to warn me. You are not 
blind, that lam sober and using my brain. 
(Walking back and forth across room) 
Naturally, with a healthy, strong brain, 
and if a fellow is strong-minded, so 
wherever he goes, he never gets into 
trouble. And why is it so? Because he 
knows what he is doing. Just for example, 
here I have in my pocket a bottle of 
alcohol. (Takes the bottle out and puts it 
on the table) But that's nothing, it just sits 
there and nothing is happening because a 
man is strong-minded and he knows 
what he is doing, because he had a healthy 
mind. But if he is not in his best mind, 
something can happen. But if a man is 
strong-minded, he can leave the bottle on 
the table, that really does not matter, 
because he is stong-minded and he knows 
what he is doing. For sure, that is so. 
That's why you have a head on your neck. 
(Keeps walking the floor) It must be so. 
There it si ts, and nothing. So I will say this 
way, a man with a strong mind can even 
smell it, that's nothing, because a man is 
clear-headed and he knows what he is 
doing. (Smelling) I smelled it, so what? A 
man with a strong mind knows whatheis 
doing. But if he was not strong-minded, 
then he couldn't control himself and he 
would have to taste it. Truly, it's a 
wonderful thing to have a strong head on, 
so it can always be strong and sober, that 
is really great. (Walks again) Yes, yes. 
That is my weakness. (Looking at bottle) 
It stands to reason, if a man remembers 
what he is doing, he will never get into 
trouble. There's an example, the bottle 
stays on the table, and if a man is strong
minded he can taste it a little, that's 
nothing, because he knows what he is 
doing. (Drinks) Well, I tasted a little, so 
what? Because a man knows what he is 
doing and it is wonderful to have a good 
head on your shoulders. (Slapping his 
head with his hand) But that's nothing. A 
man with a sober head can have a drink, 
well he is sober and knows what he is 
doing. (Drinks) So what? I drank it but 
with a strong mind, and that's nothing. A 
man with a sober head can have a drink, 
well he is sober and knows what he is 
doing. (Drinks) So what? I drank it but 
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with a strong mind, and that's for sure, 
and I know what I am doing. (Looking at 
the bottle) Then if I am a strong-minded 
person and have another drink, that's 
nothing to hurt me, because a man knows 
what he is doing with a sober mind. 
(Drinks everything that's in the bottle) so 
what? I drank it and there is no trouble, 
because a man is strong-minded and 
knows what he is doing. And why he 
knows what he is doing is because he has a 
strong brain, and that stands to reason, 
that a man has a strong brain, so he can 
say 'iBoo!" (At the top of his voice) Boo! 
Boo! And so what, hollered a few times 
and nothing happened, because I have a 
strong mind, and I know what I am doing. 
So if I holler a few more times, well I have 
a strong mind, and I know what"1 am 
doing. (Hollers many times. He jumps on 
the table and keeps hollering.) 

The hotelman and policeman come in and 
drag him from the room. The guest 
struggles, hollering all the time, as loud as 
he can, till they finally take him out." 

The End 

Among the many concerts and entertain
ments, the Christmas concert was the most 
important for the community. Rural teachers were 
hired and fired according to their willingness and 
talent in staging the Christmas concert. In the early 
days, the concert was usually followed" by a 
communal meal and dancing. The phenomenon of 
the Christmas concert, staged either by the school 
or the church, lasted into the 1950's. Given the 
young ages of the performers, the mishaps were 
often as entertaining as the songs, recitations, and 
dramatic sketches. Alan Garbolinskin, at a very 
early age, performed as part of the Ukrainian dance 
group. Losing his place, he stepped back, and decided 
that the rest of the group were doing quite well 
without him. Much to the enjoyment of the specta
tors, he walked to the edge of the stage; jumped 
down/and went to join his mother in the audience. 
On another occasion, Father Boris of the Holy 
Ghost Church had great difficulty in persuading 
teenage boys to act as Roman guards in the Nativity 
play. Only when he promised them a mickey of rye 
backstage before they went on did he persuade 
Alvin Tymko, Vic and Carl Galay, and Cliff Soluk, to 
participate. Many communities held an amateur 
night. In Beausejour, lawyer Joseph Bellan usually 
acted as master of ceremonies for this event, and 
was very diligent and attentive in the execution of 
his duties. On one occasion, dancer Steve Kott 



performed a spirited Ukrainian dance which 
contained a simulated injury following a high leap. 
Mr. Bellan, not having been warned that this was 
part of the dance, immediately began to draw the 
curtain and call for a doctor. The audience was aldo 
concerned, until Mr. Kott reassured them and 
completed his dance. From the 1950's on, the adven t 
of mass entertainment, especially television, put an 
end to many of these activities, but they are fondly 
remembered by both participants and spectators. 

Like Mr.John Galay, Mr.Julian Ilchena, as early 
as 1927, wrote plays, sometimes with the assistance 
of a Green Bay school teacher, Mr.Marsh. "Szpak", 
which consisted of two one-half hour plays, was 
performed in seven local halls. 

Plays like" Good Gracious Grandma", a farce in 
three acts, were being performed over the years, but 
there is little record of the performances. 

Go~d'G~cl6;~Z;:ndma! 
A Far~e in Three Acts. 

To be presented at the 
Town Hall 

TUESDAY. APRIL 30 1940. AT 8 P.M. 

ADMISSION 25~ 

c;;:t.v;'{ I'ft.{"",.t. ? lQ:;J. U ~<"r' 

As was mentioned previously, Ted Galay is 
gaining national and perhaps international acclaim 
as a playwright. Born in Beausejour and educated in 
Manitoba, he pursued a professional career in the 
theatre in 1977. Since then, three of his plays have 
been produced by Vancouver's New Play Centre:" A 
Picnic at Lighthouse Park,"" After Baba's Funeral," 
and "Sweet and Sour Pickles". At the Ontario 
Multicultural Theatre Festival in Petersborough, 
"After Baba's Funeral" won five awards, including 
best play and has also been presented by the 
Multicultural Association in Edmonton and Tor
onto. In 1981 the play will have been performed in 
New York and will have been Canada's entry in 
Monaco's International theatre festival. 

An article written by Sol Littman of the 
Toronto Star tells of "After Baba's Funeral" and 
"Sweet and Sour Pickles" and gives some indication 
that growing up in the Beausejour area as part of a 
Ukrainian-Canadian family, has greatly influenced 
Mr.Galay's writing: 
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Ethnic Theatre 
By Sol Littman - Toronto Star 

For decades, out of view of most 
English-speaking people, a vital ethnic 
theatre has boiled and bubbled in Canada. 

Playing in church basements and 
community halls, Finnish, Italian, Polish, 
Ukrainian, Hungarian, Jewish, Latvian 
and native-Canadians have presented 
the legends of their people and classics of 
their native language to enthusiastic 
audiences of their own countrymen. 

But with the premiere tonight of 
'After Baba's Funeral' and 'Sweet and 
Sour Pickles', two one-act plays by 
Vancouver playwright Ted Galay at 
Toronto Free Theatre, ethnic theatre in 
Canada enters an important new phase. 
For the first time, a play on an ethnic 
theme, produced initially by an ethnic 
association, is being presented by a 
professional company to a general 
audience. 

The transition to a professional 
theatre is a natural one. Both plays were 
written in English. Both deal with the 
conflict between three generations of a 
Ukrainian-Canadian family. Both gain 
dramatic impact from the familiarity of 
this theme for almost all Canadians, since 
we are all immigrants or the offspring of 
immigrants to this country. 

The setting for After Baba's Funeral 
is a tidy chrome kitchen in a small 
Manitoba town. It is only a generation 
away from the bleak Prairie kitchens that 
were the setting of a host of one-acters 
during the '30's. 

The characteristic theme of these 
Depression dramas was the grim stru
ggle for survival of an immigrant farm 
family in the face of drought, flood, hail, 
locusts, conniving bankers and discrim
inatory freight rates. The play's climax 
usually saw the defeated husband. 

"1 grew up resenting the self
abasement of my parents," Galay says. 
"They could feel large and competent 
within their own circle, yet intimidated 
by the outside world. A note from a 
school teacher would throw them into a 
panic." 

::: 



He had not expected that his 
grandmother's funeral would touch him. 
"It sneaked up on me and moved me," he 
says. "It helped me see my parents as 
people. It made me realize thatwe all need 
a spiritual base to carry us through the 
great crises of life, birth, adolescence, 
marriage and death." 

The struggle facing Baba's (grand
mother's) Canadian-born descendants is 
not physical but cultural survival. The 
enemy is no longer drought and hail but 
psuedo-sophistication and indifference. 

In the play, Danny Danischuk, a 
recent PhD. in mathematics, comes home 
for Baba's funeral. He disdains the 
memorabilia of her early life in the 
Ukraine. He feels more at home with 
disco than Ukrainian dances. He prefers 
yoga to his grandmother's deeply held 
religious beliefs. 

He sees his own parents as losers, 
caught in a conforming web of small
town Ukrainian friends. He glories in his 
role as a citizen of the world and wants no 
part of their parochial background. 

Yet his mother's stories of his 
grandmother's courage and the strength 
she drew from her Ukrainian customs 
and beliefs move him and make him 
aware of the shallowness of his own life. 

Netty Danischuk, Danny's mother, 
is the heroine of the second play, Sweet 
and Sour Pickles. As she loads fresh 
cucumbers into huge jars, her anger with 
and love for her family are revealed. By 
the play's end, a year's pickling has been 
done and a lifetime of misunderstanding 
has been forgiven. 

The plays are frankly autobio
graphical. Galay, 39, earned his PhD. in 
mathematics at the University of Mani
toba. He grew up in Beausejour, Mani
toba where his parents ran a small 
grocery store after failing as farmers. 
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Interestingly enough, Beausejour and area had 
a few people who travelled, often long distances, to 
study opera or to take voice lessons. One such 
person was Archie Warren of Tyndall. Below is a 
picture of Mr. Warren as he a ppeared in the Gilbert 
and Sullivan opera, "Trial by Jury" performed at 
Gimli in 1958. 

The simple minded Usher, FlO Warren, commands "silence in 
court." 

Another person who took a great interest in 
opera was Arnie Stefansson, also of the Tyndall 
area. Mrs.Mary Jane Stefansson says of her late 
father-in-Iaw's unique but ill-fated career in opera: 

"Although a farmsteader in Saskatche
wan by trade, Mr.Stefansson was so 
interested in studying opera that he spent 
several winters in Winnipeg receiving 
vocal training in the early 1900's. He 
eventually decided to make opera singing 
a career in 1919 and at thattimewent, at 
considerable expense, to Naples, Italy, to 
study under Perilli, reknowned . for 
having been Caruso's teacher. Mr.5te
fansson's debut as an opera singer was 
truly ill-fated for he contacted typhoid 
fever and barely survived the illness. 
Subsequently he was in poor health and 
did not pursue his stage career." 

Mr. Stafansson returned to Canada in 1923. 
He resided in the Beausejour area and over a period 
of years performed at weddings and various 
community functions until poor health did not 
enable his continuing to sing publicly. Mrs.Mary 



Jane Stefansson says, however, that even while 
bedridden in a municipal hospital in Selkirk, he 
bellowed out his request to the nurses in his then 
reasonably strong operatic voice! He died at age 89. 

In recent years, several young people in this 
area have studied music and have performed on 
stage on either a part time or full time basis. Cynthia 
Tymchuk, the Deol sisters, Sharon Mastaler, 
Anthony Steffes and Paul Gatchell have performed 
with professional theatre groups or in musicals. 
Paul Gatchell was one of the six finalists in the 1979-
80 Du Maurier "Search for the Stars" contest which 
involved over 800 Canadian participants. He has 
also been involved in directing a number of 
successful productions in the past few years. He had 
extensive training in theatre, has performed in a 

Paul Gatchell (above) formerly of Beausejour is one of six 
finalists in the 1979-80 Du Maurier "Search for Stars" contest 
which involved over 800 Canadian participants. Further to the 
$2,000 bursary already received as a semi-finalist, each winner 
will receive an additional $5,000 bursary. All six will appear on 
an hour-long telecast on May 30th at 9:00 p.m. on CBC-TV. 
This young man has gone far since 1972, when, a tthe age of 12 
he performed at the W.I. Christmas concert held at Lion's 
Lodge, Beausejour. The well wishers of his many friends 
continue to go with Paul in his future endeavors. Beausejouris 
proud of him. (Excerpt from the Beausejour Beaver). 
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number of plays in Toronto, and had worked as 
administrative assistant at the Young People's 
Theatre Centre in Toronto as assistant develop
ment co-ordinator for the Vancouver Symphony 
Orchestra and a development co-ordinator at the 
Arts Club Theatre in Vancouver. Other notables 
are Marilyn Morden, formerly of Tyndall and Gail 
Neduzak of the Beausejour area, both of whom have 
won a number of awards for their violin music. In 
addition to these young people who are beginning to 
make their marks in the music world, many others 
are taking a greater interest in theatre and the 
performing arts as is evidenced by the fact that 
many are choosing theatre or music courses as part 
of their university studies. 

On February 20, 1979 a group of young actors and actresses 
came to Edward Schreyer School to perform the play, "Stories 
my Grandfather Told Me". Cynthia Tymchuk, a former 
student, was among them. 



Local violinist ''pulled audience 
like magnet" 

By Madeleine Bernier 
Tribune Music Editor 

Gail Neduzak of Beausejour pro
jected a magnetism that won her first 
place Monday in the Manitoba Music 
Festival violin solo, Division 3 compe
tition for youngsters. 

Gail is 11 years old and is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joe Neduzak of 
Beausejour. She is a grade five student at 
Tyndall School and has studied the violin 
for three years at the Ted Komar Music 
School at Transcona. 

Adjudicator Murray Adaskin of 
Saskatoon said her playing of The Bell 
Boy Suite, by Heins, in All Saints' parish 
hall had power to pull the audience "like a 
magnet." She had a "beautiful, large tone, 
with very effective dynamic changes. I 
was very impressed." The bourree 
section had good style and was "most 
convincing", and intonation "was very 
good," he said. He awarded her 86 marks. 

Paul Harris, placing second with 85 
marks, was praised for fine playing and 
good sense of dynamic colour. His 
intonation was "almost perfect," said 
Mr.Adaskin. 

Darlene Karalash, nine, was spotted 
by the adjudicator as having great 
potential. "She recovered like a pro," after 
experiencing some difficulties. "1 sense in 
you a kind of undeveloped gold mine," 
Mr. Adaskin told the little girl. She 
brought a "sense of drama" to the arIa 
section. 

Mr. Adaskin made two recommend
ations to the class: The violin ought to be 
gripped by the chin rather than the hand 
while playing with that hand. "You are 
handicapped," he told the class, when the 
hand holds the violin. 

Mr.Adaskin likes a feeling of 
"bigness, generosity and lots of breadth" 
in the bowing. "I enjoyed the players who 
pitched in and made use of the bow ... Use 
it all up." 
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Gail Neduzak. 

Winnipeg's Marilyn Morden is shown 
here holding the Aikins memorial trophy 
which she was awarded Thursday at the 
Manitoba Music Competition Festival as 
top performer among senior instru
mentalists. Miss Morden, a 19 year old 
pianist and third year arts student at 
United College, stood first in the open 
senior piano class, the senior sonata class, 
and senior Bach and Senior Chopin 
classes before she turned up Thursday 
evening to capture the trophy. 



In addition to the work done in drama and play 
writing in the area, several local students have 
shown themselves to have some ability in the 
journalistic field. Beginning with work in school 
publications, such as yearbooks and school 
newspapers, a few have gone on to career 
journalism. Judy Lord (nee Warren) is one such 
person. Having taught high school English for a few 
years, she decided to try her hand at writing. Now 
she is regularly featured in such publications as 
Education Manitoba, Weekend Magazine, Winni
peg Magazine and others. Perhaps her experience as 
a columnist for "Vox Scholaris" inspired her to try 
bigger and better things! 

Angie Jamieson, RRCC first year Creative Communications 
receives the Winnipeg Newspaper Guild award from guild 
president, Cecil Rosner of the Winnipeg Free Press. 

Socials 

A Winnipeg Phenomenon by Judy Lord 

46 

From the June 1981 issue of Winnipeg Magazine. 

Editor Steve Bodnarchuk (seated) and his staff on the BCI 
school newspaper "Vox Scholaris" had happy smiles this week 
when they learned that their paper had been judged best 
commercially-printed school paper in Manitoba. Staff 
members are (not in order) Klaus Kraft-sports editor; Lorraine 
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Dunsmore, Paula Wawryk,NormanRussellandMaryStubel
Focus editors; Carole McDonough-cartoonist; Sharon Ferens
special events; Susanne Ehinger, Rhonda Chisolm and Don 
Taylor - photographers; Colleen Stebbe and Ken Meuckon -
reporters. 



The Beausejour area even boasts of having 
its own poets, one, in fact, a published poet. As far 
back as the 1940's Archie Warren and Arnold 
Barclay, both of Tyndall, were writing poems, 
often in commemoration of fellow soldiers who 
had died in the war: 

He's gone. He's left us 
But the space remains within my heart 
Which once was filled 
With his acquaintance. 
I was his friend, though he had many 
more 

He travelled much, read books by the 
score 

Unselfishness he practised as his creed 
This note he left for you and me to read. 

I seek not earthly gain 
Nor rings to wear around my sleeve, 
No fame, or glory 

But I pray to God this day 
That I may honorably and efficiently 

obey 
The tasks assigned to me. 

In Stendal, Germany today 
Beneath a mound of foreign soil he lies. 
His body bound within the moulding 
earth. 

His soul has gone to Him who gave it 
birth .. 

Last night I met his mother, 
She stopped, then smilingly 
She shook my hand and said, 
In tones faint, sweet, yet clear, 
"I'm glad you're back, my dear." 

And now I realize how strong she is, 
For though she's elderly and grey, 
Within her heart she carries day by day 
A monument of sorrow. 

This poem was written in memory of Arnold 
Barclay by ex-flying officer Archie Warren. 

Arnold Barclay no doubt wrote poetry while 
awaiting orders. Here is one such poem: 

In the Field 

Sing me a song, friend Meadowlark! 
Your music sounds so gay 

To one who toils from dawn 'till dark 
The weary, live-long day. 

Come on! Sing out! Don't sit there dumb! 
You've nothing much to do 

I know I'd never cease to hum 
If I could sing like you. 
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Pour out! Pour out your mellow tones 
And lead my thoughts apart 

If these hard stumps must wrench my 
bones, 

Don't let them break my heart! 

You are a part of nature's choir, 
I'm wed to fickle soil, 

So sing, my friend, while I acquire 
The dignity of toil. 

- Arnold Barclay, Tyndall, Manitoba. 

Don James has the distinction of being 
Beausejour's single published poet. His book, 
"Poems for People", contains many poems which 
would be relevant to those born and raised in this 
area. Fittingly then, this discussion of music and the 
arts, will end with two of Mr.James' poems, both of 
which deal with his feelings toward growing up, 
being educated and living in this area: 

Lydiatt S.D. #1199 

Empty as Alcatraz the country school house stands 
obsolete as yesterday in the backyard of today. 
Weeds look in the windows. 
The children are a generation gone, 
escaped into tomorrow then. 

Over against a cracked west window 
I revisit the cell of my desk 
in which I sat and served my time, 
protesting my innocence when I was not 
plotting another prison break, 
or watching the wall clock masticate 
too thoroughly each minute 
on my way to four and freedom. 

At the front sat authority enthroned, 
dark as dark God and disapproving, 
as quick to pounce and punish; 
but surely a piece of official machinery 
having no serious business 
in the spontaneous world of the child. 

One had one's first taste of The State 
in this musty box in which the ingenious mice 
now rear their young and instruct them wisely; 
while through a broken window two swallows glide 
to their nest against the ceiling, 
after the broken children 
escaped into Life's larger prison. 



The Farmer Versus the Muse 

I know some thorough farmers 
but none of them are poets, 
even though they live 
intimately with Nature 
(still the best mentor of thine rhyming beast) 
and pass her seasons 
through them, and know her moods 
as well as the moods of their wives, 
and live with her 
as closely, as uncertainly, 
and she's at the bottom of all their business, 
and figures in all their calculations, 
but they are not carried away by it, 
and swept into verse by it, 
but they always manage 
to come through and keep their heads. 

James, Don Poems for People, Steinbach, Manitoba, Derkson 
Printers, 1981. 
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I suppose it's because farmers are always so busy, 
so involved, working with the earth, 
pulling out its intestines and putting them back, 
performing rough surgery of all sorts, 
patching earth up for another spring, 
they haven't got to me for poetry; 
but life's too practical an affair for them, 
and had better be, if they are to eat, 
and pay their arrears. 

I suppose practical people just don't write this stuff, ,. 
and realists don't, and your successful farmer 
is a realist, if he's anything, 
and the few poets who tried farming, 
Like Robbie Burns and Bobby Frost 
went broke. 

AUTHOR'S NOTE: Apologies are extended to 
those who were or are active in the music/arts field 
and whose names were not mentioned. Any 
oversights are due to an inability to acquire 
information, not to an unwillingness to include it. 
Thank you to our contributors. 

By: Anthony Steffes and Loretta Basiuk. 



Couple Fulfilling a Dream of Totally Living Off Land 

Sunbeams tease crystal and stained 
glass baubles, sending colourful light rays 
cascading across a nearby cedar wall; 
breezes wafting through several win
dows sound the stained-glass wind 
chimes in the dining area. A rare assort
ment of greenery in a mini-conservatory 
separated from the living room by a 
raised floor thrive under artificial light, as 
well as the natural light streaming in the 
adjacent wall of windows; and, the 
kitchen door opens onto a verandah-like 
courtyard where the wilds of nature 
mingle with rock gardens nurtured by 
the owners. 

This is the home of David and Penny 
Square, a rustic yet majestic log house 
they built themselves well away from the 
bea ten trail. 

The Squares have pursued an 
ultimate dream of living the good life off 
the land, and are totally self-sufficient in 
an admirable fashion. Aware that their 
industrious endeavors needed to be 
supplemented by some income, the 
Squares are fulfilling those ambitions by 
selling their exquisite hand-crafted wood
en and stained-glass boxes at the 
University of Manitoba monthly mar
keting days. 

Living With Nature 

Their 40 acre treed site near Tyndall 
is best compared with their driveway sign 
depicting an Indian Legend. Named 
Tirawa, the story describes how man can 
live in harmony with nature. 

The 1,500 square-foot log home has 
a cathedral ceiling they designed and built 
after cutting and carrying the necessary 
logs to the area. Squawking chickens, a 
large vegetable garden, lawns and flower 
beds, firewood that's already stockpiled 
to up to next February and their craft 
workshop schedule all suggest an image 
that's in keeping with the environment. 

Both university English majors -
Mr. Square has his bachelor's degree, 
Mrs. Square, her master's - they explain 
that studies have been mainly geared 
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David and Penny Square admire their hand-crafted 
grandfa ther clock. 

toward self-enrichment. 
"1 really wouldn't want to teach 

because I don't like to talk to more than 
four people at a time," says Mrs. 
Square. 

Following graduation Mr. Square, a 
keen woodworker since his childhood, 
worked as a news reporter for a couple of 
years and sells freelance articles as time 
permits. 

This January marks the first anni
versary of working entirely on their own 
- they commuted to city jobs for two 
winters - and the beginning of a lesson 
well learned. 



"Always know you have more than 
enough firewood for winter," says Mrs. 
Square, adding that last year was an 
example of complete misjudgement. 

Stockpiling Wood 

"We were cutting wood in the heat 
of August, and fooled ourselves into 
thinking we had enough." By mid
January they had run out and were forced 
to tramp into the snow-laden woods 
every third day for trees which they 
carried out. 

Now their aim is to pile 15 cords 
during the summer, an approximate two
year supply rather than one. 

There are many unique features 
about their beautifully constructed five
room home, and furnishings that are 
aptly indica tive of the craftsman's eye and 
hand: Cedar partitions treated with 
boiled linseed oil and paint thinner; the 
cedar French doors with unicorn-shaped 
handles tha t open in to the living room off 
the front vestibule; the satin-walnut 
clock that's a trimmer version of the 
grandfather clock, chesterfield with 
cedar frame and sides, decked out in 
velous upholstery; colonial pine chair 
with storage compartment; and the 
exposed but carefully-executed lap joints 
of the logs, layered with insulation. 

However, probably the most ima
ginative are 29 multi-shaped windows, 
most of which were salvaged. Some are 
installed at different angles. Several were 
storm windows, and two treasured stain
glass windows once enhanced an old 
home and church of similar vintage. 

One large circular window was 
made from the top of a friend's discarded 
coffee table. 

Three other stained-glass windows 
were designed and fashioned by brother
in-law Arthur Matrick, a Winnipeg 
School Division art teacher . Two long, 
narrow golden cathedral panes are 
encased on either side of the fireplace 
chimney on the west wall, thereby 
capturing the setting sun in the spacious 
living area. 

The large Tyndall stone fireplace 
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with its chimney forming a goodly 
portion of the outside wall pays tribute to 
the hardworking couple. By utilizing 
materials close at hand, loading and 
unloading the rock, plus constructing the 
fireplace themselves, "it cost only a few 
dollars," says Mr. Square. 

The Squares see themselves as 
being self-disciplined. "You must spend 
sufficient time at the workbench every 
day just as you would on the job." 

The Squares' workshop, a sub
stantial building that served as a home 
while their log abode was in the making, 
houses a variety of woods, power tools 
ranging from saws to a router and many 
hand tools hanging in an orderly array. 

Their boxes are crafted in ovals, 
squares and rectangles, display set-in lids, 
hinged tops, scalloped edges. Carefully
fashioned rabbet joints and delicate pen
and-ink drawings. 

Some containers are now showing 
handcrafted wooden hinges Mr. Square 
has made himself because "brass hinges 
are too expensive and not too steady." 

There's no mistaking the routine; 
the Squares work together. Mr. Square 
usually constructs the basic shape and 
then Mrs. Square begins the time
consuming finishing techniques. After 
several rounds of sanding and shellacing 
she sketches onto the lids birds, plant life 
and even fantasy castle forms. The boxes 
are given two more coats of shellac, 
alterna ted wi th sanding, and finally 
buffed with wax. 

Their stained-glass projects -
relatively new - necessitated changing 
their work habits. Now they predict the 
required number of days" it takes to 
complete a specific number of wooden 
pieces. At that point they clear away the 
wood and dust to work solely on stained 
glass for a short duration before going 
back to wood. 

Delicate Designs 

Their delicate stained-glass pieces 
include boxes with contemporary de
signs, tiny little pendants featuring the 
Squares' pressed flowers, and colourful 



wind chimes. 
Designs, first sketched on paper are 

cut out of different pieces of coloured 
glass - the milky opalescent, textured 
antique and transparent cathedral. Edges 
of the various shapes are completely 
wrapped in copper foit assembled 
according to the cartoon or drawing and 
finally joined together by applying flux 
and soldering the foil on both sides. 

In addition to preparing for this 

A sample of some of the delicate work of the Squares. 

203 

month's university marketing days -
July 11 and 12 - the Squares are concen
trating on their Interlake Festival exhibits 
at Winnipeg Beach and Christmas ideas. 

Meanwhile, over the summer the 
roughed-in kitchen cupboards are sche
duled for completion, the north wall "is 
going to be closed off" and given 
additional insulation ... and then there's 
the loft. 

- Winnipeg Tribune 



Canadian Power Toboggan Championships 

I. Beginnings: 

Back during the winter of 1949-50 eastern 
Manitoba was blessed with a heavier than usual 
snowfall. All the roads were blocked and 
transportation was limited to foot and horse drawn 
travel. In the Brokenhead district there was a 
carpenter and cabinet maker with an inventive 
mind by the name of Mike Bosak. Mike got to 
thinking about the need for a conveyance that 
would cover snowy ground faster than a horse and 
sleigh, yet which would not be so expensive as a 
bombadier or motorized snow mobile. 

Mike Bosak. 

A propeller-driven snowmobile was quickly 
shelved when an inquisi tive neighbor got his fingers 
rapped smartly by the whirling propeller. Besides 
there were other disadvantages, such as crossing 
roads or wooded areas. 

Mike was after something safe, sure and 
simple enough even for a child to handle. He had two 
children of his own, and he wanted something that 
could be used as transportation to and from school. 

The machine that Mike had in mind had to 
propel itself along the ground at any desired speed. 
It had to traverse both snow and fields of ice and the 
occasional road. It also had to have some speed and 
maneuverability for use as a sportsman's vehicle. 

At that time power toboggans were not being 
manufactured in Canada although some had been 
manufactured in the u.s. and shipped to Canada. 

Mike came across a drawing of one of these 
conveyances in a well-known mechanics magazine. 
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He then decided to see if he could build one with a 
few improvements of his own. 

The success with which track drawn vehicles 
as the bombadier, the military tank and the 
caterpillar tractor could travel over deep snow 
convinced Mike that this principle had to be 
incorporated in any vehicle that he produced. 

The first Bosak Power Toboggan was 
assembled under a certain shroud of secrecy, 
because Mike's wife Jessie made the occasional stop 
at the shop on her way to milk the cows. She was a 
bit suspicious of Mike's actions. He was not turning 
out as many a kitchen cabinet as he had orders for, 
and Jessie somehow sensed the problems. 

The first machine was finally assembled with 
home-made wooden sprockets. Mike revved up the 
motor and opened the doors of his shop. It was 
snowing very heavily outside. He let the clutch out 
and kept the throttle open. The machine lurched 
forward and snow flew in all directions. 

First machine built in 1949 - the engine was in front and there 
was only one ski. 

After what seemed to Mike like a distance of 
500 yards, he pulled the clutch and got off to 
examine his progress. He had gone a total distance 
of five feet. The track having separated from the 
front of the toboggan was still in the shop. 

Mike was not one to give up so easily. He pulled 
the contraption back together and reassembled it. 
The lugs were taken out and the second power 
toboggan was given its maiden run. This time it 
covered about 100 yards and the V -belts burned the 
wooden sprockets through. Old Dobbin was 
apologetically harnessed up to draw the machine 
back to the shop. 



Second machine made in 1950 - notice the steering wheel, and 
engine in the back. 

Another weeks went by and during this time 
the wooden sprockets gave way to cast iron gears 
and binder-type chains to drive them. When this 
new metal machine was put to the supreme test it 
covered a distance of 15 miles and was considered to 
be the last word in winter transportation. However, 
upon close examination at horne, Mike found that 

i the gears and chain were completely worn out. It 
; couldn't have gone another mile. By this time it was 
. spring and the toboggan project was to be shelved 

for the time being. The idea, though, was far from 
being shelved. 

Third model - notice the windshield and closed-in sides. 

During the summer Mike picked up a lot of 
good ideas. The cast iron gears gave way to high 
speed sprockets and chains. These were mounted 
on pillow-block self-aligning bearings. Slowly, but 
surely the power toboggan took on the form of the 
fast, efficient and rugged machine that it is today. 

The Bosak toboggan plant at Brokenhead 
employs three men full time in addition to its 
inventor-owner. The employees are Steve Bosak, 
Danny Mosquin and Paul Krawchuk. There is also 
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one part time employee, James Bahry. 
The Bosak machine is designed with utilitarian 

service in mind and most of its sales are made in the 
far north for trappers and fishermen. One of the big 
advantages of the Bosak machine from the 
standpoint of fishermen or trappers is that it can 
pull a large trailer sled behind it. Bosaks also make 
the trailer sleds. Trappers use them for hauling 
supplies, fish and furs. 

Trackmobile converted from an old car. 

Bosak Sno-King Sleigh. This sleigh is sturdy and durable for 
trappers, fishermen and hunters. 



Mike is particularly proud of his toboggan's 
rugged construction. He points with pride to some 
machines that he says have been in service for 12 
years, and have worn out five motors without 
breaking a single part of the toboggan yet. 

Production of Bosak power tobaggans is about 
15 to 20 per year. The Bosak tobaggan comes in 
three models: the M-I00, M-200 and the M-300. 
Most powerful of the three is the M-300, which 
comes equipped with a 36 h.p. Volkswagon motor 
and which can reach speeds of 45 miles per hour. 

Fourth model- it had a wrap-around windshield and enclosed 
front. 

No major changes have been made in design in 
the past six years, simply because the present one is 
so satisfactory. Mike says that if there ever comes a 
time when the trade calls for a better power 
toboggan, you can be sure tha t Mike Bosak will build 
it. 

Last machine built by Mike Bosak - "Wildcat". It had a 
Volkswagon motor, and ran 45-50 miles per hour. 

II. Do you know how to pronounce Beausejour? 

It starts with liB" as in lukewarm beer, ends 
with "rrr" as in roar ... and somewhere in between 
there's a helluva race. This is how it all started. 

By the mid 50's, other snowmobiles other than 
Mike Bosak's were coming onto the market. Mike 
Bosak was offered the opportunity to go into 
snowmobile production in a big way in Beausejour. 
He thought it over well and then decided not to get 
himself involved in a large scale production and 
competition. He decided he had done his share by 
bringing the new concept into being and there was 
another end of snowmobiling he felt he could 
contribute to. Already there were some people 
beginning to buy his machines for family winter 
sport. Mike made up his mind to design a safe 
snowmobile sleigh to enable all members of a family 
to have winter outings together. We wonder if 
Jessie contributed to the sleigh design. 

Well, the first thrilling toboggan ride took place 
on the banks of the Red in 1799. Mike Bosak built 
the first Canadian snowmobile in 1950 on his farm 
10 miles outside of Beausejour. The next step was to 
construct the first race track and publicize the sport. 
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That happened in Beausejour in 1962. 
As just about every Canadian knows, it was the 

sporting side of the snowmobile industry that first 
captured the public's imagination. The people of 
Beausejour were right in on the ground floor to help 
the snowmobile become the backbone of winter 
fun. 

Local Lions Club members were preparing 
their annual winter 'blow-out' to be held in 
February of 1962 to revive lagging spirits after the 
long winter. One of the members suggested that 
Mike Bosak's power toboggans could be used for 
staging a race against other new machines to attract 
a lot of interest. All thought the idea was terrific. 
Some fast organizing resulted and the new event 
was given second billing behind the Pbpular horse 
and cutter races. 

The first track was laid out on the local school 
grounds. Six daring drivers raced their 'power 
toboggans' around hay markers at astronomical 
speeds of 15 miles per hour and the cheering 
specta tors loved it. 



$1,700 in prize money. 
By 1970, men were seeing action in five major 

events and ladies in three. All novice events were 
dropped as serious racing was demanding more and 
more track time. The track was expanding to a 5/8 
mile oval to allow drivers a straightaway to reach 
speeds of 80-100 mph. A four foot snow safety-wall 
was between the excited fans and the speeding 
machines. That year, entries drew close to the 200 
mark and prize money hit $5,000. The 25,00 fans 
loved it. 

1971 was meant to be a crowning achievement 
for the whole development and the people of 
the Beausejour community prepared for the biggest 
and most exciting program ever. Hours of hard 
work went into preparing and improving the track 
and spectator facilities. Even more events were 
added and the prize money hiked to $25,000. The 
races attracted more top drivers than anyone 
thought possible. 

Race Track - Agricultural Grounds. 
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No sooner were those races over that the 
excited fans were clamoring for rides. Not content 
to just sit and watch, they wanted to have agoatthe 
new machines themselves and share in the fun ... 
and they did. By the dozens they whirled around and 
around keeping the power toboggans busy for the 
rest of the day. 

The impact of those first races on the public 
was not lost on the townspeople. They knew a good 
thing when they saw it. When the planning was 
getting underway for the following winter's event, 
Ronald Kinney suggested to the Lions members 
that the new races be formally registered as the 
Canadian Power Toboggan Championships and 
billed as the main feature of the "Winter Farewell" 
activities. 

The Lions registered the races declaring that 
thereafter, they would be annual even t to be held-on 
the last full weekend of February. 

The first formal Canadian Championships 
took place in Beausejour in February, 1963 with 15 
drivers, not counting the ladies, competing for top 
honors. There were only three events but plenty of 
excitement. A closed course race (still the circular 
track marked with bales of hay) was won by Andy 
Heibert of Niverville. Joining him in the winner's 
circle in 1963 was Larry O'Neil of Winnipeg, the 
winner of the top event ... a six mile Cross Country 
Endurance race over grueling terrain along the 
frozen Brokenhead River. 

The other event that day was a 'Novelty' race. 
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It was planned to be a pretty powderpuff featuring 
members of the fairer sex gently cruising the 
machines around the hay bales. The' novelty' label 
went right out the window when the ladies roared 
around the track under full throttle scaring the 
blazes out of the racing officials and delighting the 
fans. The speed and daring demonstrated by the 
women, that day, was by far in excess of anything 
managed by the men. This naturally resulted in the 
launching of the Ladies' Canadian Championship 
races the following year. 

It took ony a year for word of the races to 
spread across the country like a prairie grass fire. 

The result ... during the' 64 Championships, 
over 5,000 spectators were on hand to witness the 
chills and thrills of top race drivers flashing around 
the track. The media caught on and, as one 
newsman put it: 'It can be said without fear of 
contradiction that power toboggans are here to stay 
and when better toboggans are built, they will be 
racing in Beausejour. 

Attendance at the annual event began to 
mushroom beyond anything that the Lions had 
imagined. The Club realized that the event was 
growing far beyond their ability to handle alone. 
They called the townsfolk together in an open 
meeting and the races were deeded to the 
community of Beausejour at large. An eight-man 
board of directors was elected in 1965 to be raised to 
12 during the following years as the races continued 
to expand. 

As the snowmobile itself continued to improve 
to become the tremendously versatile and reliable 
machine it is today, the track and the number of 
events continued to grow along with it. 1965 saw 
the building of a circular race track, a half mile in 
length, complete with viewing areas, banked 
curves, starting gates, pits and other racing 
requirements. The track area was dedicated 
Centennial Park in '67. 

During Canada's Centennial year, the Cham
pionships at Beausejour literally took off. Premier 
Duff Roblin officially opened the two day affair and 
fans were treated to the addition of 'The Jump' and 
the 'Juvenile' events. The Jump proved to be a real 
crowd pleaser as the thousands of fans watched the 
contestants hurtle along a 100 foot track, up onto a 
two foot high ramp, soarinto the airfor 60 to 75 feet 
and then land in a burst of flying snow. 

Fans that Centennial year witnessed Gerald 
Reese of Roseau, Minnesota defea t a field of red -hot 
drivers and roaring machines in the 800 c.c. main 
event. To date, this talented and daring American is 
the only two-time winner of the main event. On 
that paricular afternoon, he wowed 10,000 
spectators as he led a pack of 150 racers home for 



Then the snow hit the fan. A raging storm 
wiped out Saturday's attendance and cut Sunday's 
crowds in half. But the races went on and Sunday 
afternoon was marked by the attendance of 10,000 
cheering spectators despite the still grim weather 
conditions. Stan Spencer of Lorette, Manitoba 
roared right into the teeth of the wind to win the 
main event driving his Ski-Doo in an almost 
impossible fashion. His magnificent effort was 
rivalled by all contestants and it was a wild and 
wonderful two days of racing. 

The financial side of the enterprise left much to 
be desired and rocked the community back on their 
heals. 

Not to be beaten down by mere weather ... or 
anything else for tha t rna tter, the Bea usej our people 
prepared for the races again. 

'We are expecting the largest crowd ever', 
predicted Clarence Baker, that year's president of 
the Championships. He was right. Twenty-five 
thousand fans were on hand to watch Yvonne 

Canadian Power Toboggan Championships -1980. 
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Duhamel hit speeds of 96 mph to win the Canadian 
Championship. 

That year, prizes consisted of a return of entry 
fees and 30 percent of the gate receipts and trophies. 
This policy is still followed to everyone's 
satisfaction. The racers walked away with about 
$25,000 in prize money. 

To keep up with the ever growing technolo
gical improvements to the machines and the 
swelling number of spectators, the Board of 
Directors decided to build a new and permanent 
home for the Championships. 

An 80 acre site was purchased on the south
eastern edge of the community that fall. Work 
began immediately to be ready for the '73 
Championships. A provincial government PEP. 
grant was obtained to cover some of the labour,local 
equipment operators donated both men and 
machines, farmers supplied tractors, and even 
members of the Winnipeg media showed up tohelp. 



By racing time in February, there were 400 
volunteers working full time. 

Giles Villeneuve of Quebec won the '73 
Championship hands down. The people of 
Beausejour won an international reputation for the 
top snowmobile race track in the entire country. 
They kept right on improving both track and 
spectator facilities. N ow it goes withou t saying tha t, 
along with all the improvements to the race track, 
snowmobiling, safety, and racing, that the 
supporting aspects had been growing too. 

As Alexander Henry (the younger) had 
established many years before, all work and no play 
would make Beausejour a very serious place; unless 
the fun side of winter events were given free reign. 
Cabarets swing in every available halL dances and 
banquets and dinners entertain guests and 
residents alike. 

This season, Beausejour is hosting two major 
winter events. The first Canadian professional 

Polaris Racing Team - April, 1967. 
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snowmobile race, the Indianapolis of snowmobiling 
- the SnoPro - and the annual Canadian Cham- .. 
pionships in February. 

Looking back, it can readily be seen that we 
have come a long way from our early explorers 
sliding down the banks of the Red River and our first 
racers circling around their bales of hay in the school 
yard. 

The people of the community have been 
leaders all of the way ... in the industrial sense ... in 
the sporting tradition ... and in safety; to help put 
the 'Bosak toboggan' or snowmobile on the 
Canadian family's winter map. 

It is hard to even imagine what Alexander 
Henry would have to say if he could see where the 
toboggan ride he wrote about has led us. Odds are 
tha t he would be in on the fun along with Mike 
Bosak, the C.P.T.C. directors and all the Beausejour 
folk. 

You, 'join with them and have excellent sport.' 



III. Rules and Regulations: 

The following are the rules and regulations of 
the Canadian Power Toboggan Championships in 
1964: 
1. All events will be separate competition and 
standing gained in anyone event will have no 
bearing on the standing gained in any other event. 
2. All races will be run off in heats with the 
committee determining the number of machines 
competing in anyone heat. A set number of 
competitors with the best qualifying time will be 
selected from each heat and will be required to 
compete in a final heat to determine first, second, 
and third prize winners. 
3. All competitors shall register at the Toboggan 
Race Headquarters prior to commencement of the 

_ days events. 
4. Competitors will draw lots for positions on the 
track and will be placed in order of numbers drawn. 
5. Any competitors failing to report to the starting 
line at the designated time may be disqualified in 
that event. 
6. Any competitor who deviates from the 
designated racing course shall be subject to dis
qualifica tion . 

• 7. Any competitor who deliberately obstructs or 
interferes with any other competitor while an event 
is in progress shall be disqualified. 
8. Any competitor who is forced to stop for any 
reason, during the progress of the race shall 

. immediately remove his machine from the track. He 
shall re-enter the racing course from the same spot 
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as his machine left the course. 
9. No competitor shall be permitted to change 
machines during any event. However, a competitor 
may change machines prior to any individual event 
if he so desires. 
10. Any competitor wishing to lodge a protest must 
do so immediately following the particular heat or 
event in which he is competing. 
11. Race results shall be determined by a panel of 
judges responsible to a head umpire whose decisions 
are final. Should any race end in a tie, a suitable tie
breaking event will be arranged. 
12. Any disputes shall be arbitrated by the head 
umpire and decisions rendered by him shall be final 
and without appeal. 
13. The head umpire shall rule on any situation 
arising from the races that may not be specifically 
covered by the above rules and regulations. In 
addition he shall interpret all of the above rules and 
regulations and his decision shall be final, and 
without appeal. 
14. Competitors who are awarded an annual 
trophy shall sign an agreement concerning custody 
and return of the trophy. 
15. The Power Toboggan Races Committee 
reserves the right to refuse entry to any competitor 
if in their opinion the machine being entered cannot 
be classified as a power toboggan. 

Beausejour Beaver 
February 25,1964 

'.; 



Our Service People in War and Peace 
By: R. Cassan, C.R. Koss and M. Czuboka 

The Cenotaph at Beausejour (placed in 1981) 
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Beausejour (Man. #132) Branch 

March 9, 1938 

Charter Members 

W.W.Child 
L.J. Pulfer 
H.H. Mitchell 
W.M. Laurie 
J.M. Bolton 

These charter members formed the Beausejour 
Legion in 1938. Prior to this date many of these had 

D.F. Vass 
H.E. Towle 
P.E. Green 
A.J. Andrews 
E. Osmond 

been active in the Tyndall Branch, Canadian Legion 
which pre-dates #132 Branch. 

Original Legion membership, Tyndall and Beausejour, taken on steps of Municipal Hall, circa 1936. 
Standing (back) left to right: Wint Armstrong, Fred Gray, Jerry Armstrong, Walter Tucker Jr., Bill Armstrong, Oscar Nelson, Louis 
Bourgeault, Jack Watson, Hugh McKay, Bill Childe, Harry Mitchell, Frank Blue, Alex McLeod. Standing in front: Charlie Louie. Sitting: 
Percy Pruden, Towle, Frank James (front with unidentified bugler from Winnipeg), Dugald Blue. Front: Louis Juransky. 
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Presidents and Secretaries of #132 Beausejour 
Branch, Royal Canadian Legion 

President Secretary 
1938 E. Towle W.W. Childe 1961 A.B. Weselak W.Splett 
1939 P.E. Green W.W. Childe 1962 Joseph Palmer W.Splett 
1940 W.W. Childe W.M.Dodd 1963 Joseph Palmer Robert Jackson 
1941 W.W. Chile E.Osmonde 1964 J.F. Graham Robert Jackson 
1942 W.W. Childe E.Osmonde 1965 J.F. Graham B.G. Nault 
1943 W.W. Chile E.Osmonde 1966 W.E. Kelly B. Warkentin 
1944 I. McLean E. Osmonde (to Aug) (from August 1965) 
1945 I. McLean Joseph Bellan 1967 W.E. Kelly B. Warkentin 
1946 L.J. Pulfer Joseph Bellan 1968 W.E. Kelly B. Warkentin 
1947 W.Splett Joseph Bellan 1969 W.E. Kelly B. Warkentin 
1948 W.Splett Joseph Bellan 1970 W.E. Kelly B. Warkentin 
1949 W.Splett Joseph Bellan 1971 Walter Novak Henry Podealuk 
1950 R.Rumak J.W. Cheop 1972 Walter Novak Henry Podealuk 

. " . - 1951 F. Rumak J.W. Cheop 1973 Walter Novak Henry Podealuk 
1952 J.G. DeMarco W.Splett 1974 Walter Novak Henry Podealuk 
1953 J.G. DeMarco W.Splett 1975 inactive 
1954 J.G. DeMarco W.Splett 1976 inactive 
1955 J.G. DeMarco W.Splett 1977 inactive 
1956 J.G. DeMarco W.Splett 1978 inactive 
1957 R. Kellett W.Splett 1979 C.R. Koss J. DeMarco 
1958 F. Ehinger W.Splett 1980 C.R. Koss J. DeMarco 
1959 A. Lawlor W.Splett 1981 M.P. Czuboka J. DeMarco 
1960 A.B. Weselak W.Splett 

Remembrance Day Parade, Beausejour, 1965 
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1981 Executive #132 Branch, left to right 
Jerome Shuster - Executive Member 
C.R. Koss - Past President 
L.E. Drewlo - Executive Member 
E. Otke - Executive Member 
M.P. Czuboka - President 
G. Mundell - Executive Member 
J. DeMarco - Secretary Treasurer 
R. Cassan - Vice-President 
at Mike Czuboka's home. Photo by D. Houghton 

Remembrance Service, Beausejour Town Hall, circa 1952 

Remembrance Day Parade, Nov. 11, 1979 at Beausejour 

215 



LegionActivities in the Community 

Award winners - Legion Sponsored Essay Contest -1979, 
Edward Schreyer School 
Front row, left to right: 
President CR. Koss, Kathleen Koss, Kim Baker, Robert 
Dufault, Michael Chorney 
Back row: Michael Plazio, Verna Schiller, Josie Kines, Vice
President R. Cassan, Minny Deol, Principal J. York, Poppy 
Chairman G. Mundell 

1980 Legion Essay Winners, left to right: 
Charlene Black, Holly Schiller, Josie Kines, Donna Baker, 
Poppy Chairman G. Mundell, Debra Rosin, Kathleen Koss, 
President CR. Koss, Minny Deol. 
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1979 Grand Prize Winner, Michael Plazio 

November 1980, Secretary Treasurer J. DeMarco presents 
cheque to Mr. Rattai for use by C.A.M.R. Money raised by 
Legion Bingo. 

1981 Memorial Tulip Bed at Beausejour Post Office. Tulips 
were a gift from the Dutch people, commemorating their 
liberation in World War II by Canadians. 
Standing left to right: Gib Nault, CR. Koss, M. Czuboka, Don 
MacLean, Ed Modjeski. 
Front: Jerome Shuster, Vic Parke, Len Drewlo. 



History of Beausejour Branch No. 132, 
Royal Canadian Legion 

The actual beginning of Branch 132 dates to 
March 1938, although the Legion has been active in 
the area for much longer. Prior to this date there 
was only one branch in the area, which took in the 
Villages of Tyndall and Garson and the Town of 
Beausejour, as well as the entire area surrounding. 
The early branch apparently met in the store of Mr. 
Dugald Blue of Tyndall and la ter in a hall across the 
road from this first meeting place. Some of the early 
members of this branch were Alex McLeod, Louis 
Bourgeault, and Dugald Blue, among many others. 
The meeting place later became the old Municipal 
Hall in Beausejour. 

In March of 1938 Beausejour gained its own 
charter and became Branch 132. The first meeting 
place of the new branch was the Municipal Hall of 
the R.M. of Brokenhead which stood on the present 
site of the Robinson store in Beausejour. In 1952 the 
present site of 132 Branch on Ashton Ave. in 
Beausejour became the home of its members. The 
present meeting hall has the distinction of being the 
oldest schoolhouse in the district, having been built 
in 1890. In the accompanying chapter two 
photographs are shown depicting the building as it 
was when it was still a school and also showingitasit 
now appears. 

Following the years of World War II the branch 
membership grew steadily and at one point reached 
a membership of well in excess of 100 members. For 
one reason or another however, it fell into a period 
of decline and during the 1970's declined steadily 
until in 1979 it stood at four paid-up members and 
one life member. The Branch at this time was in 
danger of losing its charter and to avert this 
unpleasant possibility a meeting was called in 
February of 1979 by the District 6 Commander to 
discuss the options of a veteran's organization in 
this community. A reorganization followed and 
once again the 132 Branch of the Legion showed 
steady growth, until now in 1981 it once again is 
approaching a membership of close to 100. 

The Branch at present is in the process of 
seeing its auxiliary also being reformed, which 
unfortunately also followed the Branch itself into 
decline. It is hoped that the years of 1981-82 will see 
this happy event become a reality. The main object 
of the Legion has of course been to see to the welfare 
and assistance of veterans' dependents and also 
veterans themselves. Happily, Branch 132 has once 
again been able to return to this task, and has been in 
the past two years most privileged to be of service in 
several cases with getting one aged comrade settled 
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into Deer Lodge in Winnipeg, seeing to the burial of 
another comrade and being of assistance in getting 
medals and decorations replaced for others. 

Branch 132 has also revitalized its own social 
life and also runs Bingos on a weekly basis with the 
idea of eventually having a new Legion hall for its 
own use and also for community use. 

One lack which has not escaped notice in our 
community has been the absence of a suitable 
monument or cenotaph in our community in 
honour of those who served and more particularly 
in honoured memory of those who paid the 
supreme sacrifice in Canada's service. A move to 
have such a monument was first started in 1961 
under the then President Cde. A. Weselake. 
Correspondence was entered into with the local 
councils and designs were considered and then the 
matter was pursued no further. In 1979 the new 
President, Cde. CR. Koss once again took up the 
task of seeing a suitable cenotaph in our com unity. 
After almost two years of work this has become at 
last a reality and September 1981 saw the dedication 
of the new cenotaph located on the grounds of the 
Canada Post Office in Beausejour. Now at last our 
honoured dead have a lasting memorial to their 
sacrifice in defense of our country's freedom visible 
for all to see. 

Beausejour Branch 132 has also taken up once 
again its obligation of community service and 
annually supports such worthwhile ventures as the 
Red Shield Appeal, and other charities. In addition 
the Legion annually sponsors a Poppy Day essay 
contest for the school children of the district, and 
sees also scholarships for the Royal Canadian 
Legion athletic camp in the Peace Gardens 
presented to young atheletes from our district. The 
Legion has also come out strongly in support of our 
less fortunate citizens through aiding the association 
for the mentally retarded. 

The future presents many challenges for the 
Legion in our community; however it looks forward 
to these new endeavours just as itis proud ofits past. 
Following this article is a list of the Presidents and 
Secretaries Treasurer of Beausejour Branch No. 
132 Royal Canadian Legion from its charter to the 
present. The accompanying article also shows 
photographs of Legion activities and involvements 
in the community. 

CR. Koss, Past President 
Branch 132, R.CL. 



Legion Membership, September 1981, Beausejour 

Albright, Gordon; Baker, Clarence; Baker, Frank; 
Barrie, V.L.; Baxter, D.; Bellan, Joe; Bielinski, B.J.; 
Birch, Arnie; Bisko, R.K.; Brock, Barry, Capt.; 
Buyarski, F.; Cameron, C; Cassan, Bob; Cheop,Joe; 
Chopek, W.J.; Cumming, W.; Cunningham, J.; 
Cyncora, Marlene; Czuboka, M.P.; DeMarco, D.; 
DeMarco, Julius; DeMarco, S.; Dickorson, C; 
Dreiger, Roy; Drewlo, len; Dubray, C; Dudgeon, 
L.; Ehinger, Bob; Ehinger, Frank; Fondeur, R.; 
Frankowski, W.; Frenette, A; Gabrielle, Alex; 
Gibson, Bill W.; Gmiterek, A; Graham, Dick; 
Graves, Jim; Gunning, B.; Harrison, Murray; 
Hewitt, Mrs. H.L.; Holowinski, Geo., Sr.; Holyk, 
Philip; Kamarous, Kas.; Kamarous, W.; Kanaroski, 
E.; Kazina, Henry; Kilbrei, Ben; Koss, Clarence; 
Koss, R.; Litke, E.; Maclean, Don; Magnusson, 

Leopold Kaatz - World War I 
Leopold Kaatz was the son ofJulius and Emilia Kaatz. He joined 
the 27th Battalion of the Canadian Army in 1914. He received 
his training in Winnipeg and went overseas in 1915. He was 
wounded in 1917 but returned to the Front after recuperating. 
He was killed in action in 1918, only three weeks before the end 
of the War. 
Other area residents who served in World War I:J. Barton, W. 
Kirk, J. Doig, E. Bethel, J. Gardiner, W. Stickler, L. Kaatz, H. 
Silverstein, C. Flett, J. Rudolph, H. Bennington, F. Gardiner, A. 
Gardiner, D. Pitt, C. McDonald, R. Watson, L. Pulfer, Pt. 
Decimus Pitt, son of William Pitt - loath Grenadiers. 
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Harold; Meltzer, Sid; Modjeski, Ed; Mulasa, T.; 
Mundell, Geo.; Naaykens, Peter; Nault, Gib; Novak, 
Walter; Obrodovich, M.D.: Otke, Dr. Ed.; Palmer,J.; 
Parke, Vic; Pescitelli, M.; Podealuk, Greg; Podealuk, 
Henry; Podealuk, Tom; Prill, A; Robinson, W.J.; 
Sanders, Ron; Schiller, G.; Schirle, A; Schirle, R.; 
Schultz, Don; Searle, M.J.; Selch, J.; Seraphin, J.; 
Shuster, Jerome; Skelton, O.K.; Slemmon, Mel; 
Stetz, A; Steinke, Fred; Taylor, Bruce; Turner, W.; 
Tomasson, A.K.; Walters on, Eyfi; Waugh, R.; 
Wenzoski, J.; Weselake, L.; Wheeler, R.; White, W.; 
Wilson, Richard; Wolfe, Dave; York, Linda; 
Zomber, Shirley 
Supplementary List, September 14, 1981 
Kawecki, R.A; Cherrey, CL.; York,J.A; Romany
shyn, D.; Wayne, M.J.; Powell, 1.0.; Zolondek, J. 

World War I veteran L. Pulfer, formerly Municipal Clerk of 
R.M. of Brokenhead. 



Unknown boy and World War I veteran Bill Vass, who died in 
1962. 

Frank Yansa, Canadian Army, World War 1. 
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Dave Vass, World War I soldier, passed away in 1974. 

Louis Bourgeault of Tyndall, served in World War I in the 
Canadian Army. Upon his return he became very prominent 
and active in the Royal Canadian Legion, holding many offices. 



Information Received on Some oj the 
World War I Casualties 

Decimus Pitt 
Private Decimus Pitt was the son of William 

and Mary Pitt. He was born on August 29,1895. He 
died on June I, 1918. 

John Barton 
John Barton was born in England and came to 

Canada before the First World War. He was the 
Principal of the Beausejour School immediately 
prior to the War. He enlisted in 1914, went overseas 
and was killed in action. 

Edley Bethel 
Edley Bethel was the son of Robert and Sue 

Bethel. The Bethels were a pioneer family in the 
Beausejour-Brokenhead area, and Edley's father 
and mother ran a hotel in Beausejour. Edley Bethel 
joined the Canadian Army and was sent to France. 
He was killed in action at Vimy Ridge in 1917. 
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Memories oj World War II 

Many of our area's young men and women saw 
active service in World War II. All branches of the 
Service were represented and unfortuna tely, many 
paid the supreme sacrifice. Some like Flying Officer 
Don MacLean, D.F.C, and Rifleman MelSlemmon, 

M.M., earned honours and decorations for their 
service. All served gallantly, wherever the call, and 
we are proud to display photographs of some of 
them. 

In/ormation Received on Some oj the 
World War II Casualties 

Kasmir Trojanowski 
Kasmir Trojanowski was the son of the late 

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Trojanowski. He was in the 
Royal Winnipeg Rifles, No. 2 Platoon No. 1 
Company, 133 CI. (B) T.C He served from June 
1944 to February 1945. Kasmir died in a prison camp 
in 1945 at the age of 29. He was single. 

John Trojanowski 
John Trojanowski was the son of the late Mr. 

and Mrs. Steve Trojanowski. He was a Gunner 
(H617626) RCHA First Division. He served from 
1944 to September 1945 in England, Holland, and 
also in 3 Division Occupational Force, Germany. 
John married Pauline Smerski. They had four 
children: Barry (married), Diane, (married), Gail 
and Leslie (single). 

Pte. Fred Ehinger 
Pte. Fred Ehinger joined the P.P.CL.T. in 

January 1940. He went overseas and served in a 
number of European countries. He was killed in 
Italy near Monte Casino on May 23, 1944. 

John Waddell 
John Waddell was an excellent hockey player as 

a youth. He joined the R.CA.F. early in the War and 
was killed in action over enemy lines. 

John Warkentin 
John Warkentin was the son of the local School 

Inspector. He joined the R.CA.F. early in the War 
and was killed in action. 
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Gervase Edmund Black 
Gervase Edmund Black was a member of the 

pioneer Black family of the Beausejour-Brokenhead 
area. He married Dorothy Borrowman in 1941, 
daughter of A. Larson. He enlisted in the Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment, and was killed in action in 
Italy in September, 1944. He was survived by his 
wife and two children: Garry and Janice. 

William Specht 
William Specht was the son of Joseph Specht 

and Pauline Burzminski. He was born and educated 
in Beausejour. He enlisted in the Winnipeg 
Grenadiers and was killed at Hong Kong in 1941. 

Archie Shelson 
Archie Shelson was the son of Joseph Shelson 

and Elizabeth Mikolash. He was born in Winnipeg, 
and was educated in Beausejour. He enlisted in the 
R.CA.F. after leaving school. He was killed in a 
crash in England after returning from a mission 
over enemy territory in Europe. 

Kasimir Horodyski 
Kasimir Horodyski was the son of Thomas and 

Regina Horodyski. He was born and educated in 
Beausejour. He joined the R.CA.F. and died 
accidentally at St. Marguerite, Quebec, in September 
1943. 



Pictures oj World War II Service Men and Women 

Francis Polkowski, Canadian Women's Army Corps, 1944. Alex Gmiterek, Infantry. 

Flight Lieutenant Don MacLean (Pilot) and his crew in front of their Lancaster. 

223 



(Back) F.H. Ehinger, father. (Left to right) sons Arthur, 
Zigmund, Robert, and Frank R. 
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Roy Dreger, Army. 

Kasmir Trojanowski (on left), Canadian Army, taken prisoner 
by Germans and died of wounds. 
John Trojanowski (on righ t), Royal Canadian Horse Artillery, 
was a Gunner who served in England, Holland, and Germany. 



Peter Kindefora, Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders from 
Thalberg. He was killed in action in Northwest Europe. 

Len Drewlo, Petty Officer, R.C.N. 

Lawrence We slake, Fort Garry Horse (Armoured Division). 
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The Shelson Family. Archie (R.C.A.F.) was killed in a crSlsh 
returning from a mission over Europe. 
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Richard Wilson, Army. He was a prisoner-of-war, captured by 
the Japanese. 

Gunner George Mundell, Royal Canadian Artillery. 



William Specht, Winnipeg Grenadiers. He was killed in Hong 
Kong in 1941. 

Gordon Albright, RCN. 
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Vic Parke, Royal Regiment of Canada, served in Holland 
during the Liberation. 



Flying Officer (D.F.C.) Don MacLean. Piloted many bombing 
missions over Europe. 
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Petty Officer Walter Novak, R.C.N. 

Gervase Black, Loyal Edmonton Regiment, killed in Italy, 1943. 



Robert (Sandy) Hayes receiving his World War II Bombardier's 
wings from his mother, Mrs. Freda Hayes. 

Casmir Horodyski, R.C.A.F. He died accidentally in 1943. 
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Julius DeMarco, (Canadian Army), served in Holland and in 
France where he was wounded. 

Edward Modrezejewski in W.W.II. 



Emil Litke, served in the R.CA.F. 

Alex Gabrielle, served in the Canadian Army. 
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Lome Albert Morfoot. 
Lorne was born on August 28, 1924 to Thomas arid Minnie 
Morfoot. Lorne had one brother Gordon and five sisters: 
Violet, now in Kamloops, B.C, Pearl of Hazelridge, Laura and 
Marge both in Winnipeg, and Jean in Kamploops, B.C 
Lorne was educated in Beausejour, and was an avid sportsman. 
He played baseball and hockey and was known as 'T orfy'by his 
friends at school. After completing Grade 12 he joined the Air 
Force in 1942. He wanted to fly. He was in the air crew, but not 
as a pilot. He was an air gunner. He took his training in Lachine, 
Quebec and later at McGill University. 
He went overseas as a Sergeant in October, 1943. He was 
stationed in Scotland and later in England. He started flying 
missions in March of 1944, and in July of the same year was 
killed in action over Keil, Germany. He liked his life in the Air 
Force and was proud of the fact that he was fighting for his 
country. 



TPR. EDWARD A. LUNGSTRUM 
son of Mrs. Hilda Lungstrum, Tyndall, 
Man., has been killed in action in Italy, 
Dec. 4, according to word received by his 
mother. Tpr. Lungstrum enlisted in 
January, 1943, at Trail, B.c., in the 
armoured corps, going overseas in 
October, 1943, after training at Vancou
ver, Vernon and Camp Borden. Born and 
educated at Tyndall he was employed by 
the Defence Industries and by Consoli
dated Mining Smelters at Trail, prior to 
emlistment. Besides his mother, he is 
survived by three brothers, Carl, Alfred 
and Everett, at home and three sisters, 
Mrs. R. O'Reilly, Mrs. A Borys, of 
Tyndall, and Mrs. R. Ballantyne, of 
Norwood. 

PTE. EDWARD SLIVA 
reported missing in action February 19, 
according to word received by his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. John Sliva, Tyndall, Man. 
He enlisted in October, 1943 in Toronto, 
and went overseas in October, 1944. Also 
serving are two brothers, Mike, with the 
army overseas, and Joe with the American 
army. His brother-in-law Sam Jerema is 
with the R.C.A.F. in Belgium. 

FLT. SGT. ANTONIO ROSKI 
son of Mr. and Mrs. A Roski, Tyndall, 
Man., is missing after air operations, 
according to word received by his sister, 
Mrs. G.E. Grantham, 315 Vaughan 
Street. Sgt. Roski enlisted in 1941, 
graduating as an air gunner from Dafoe in 
December, 1942. He went overseas the 
following month. Born in Winnipeg, Sgt. 
Roski attended school at Tyndall, and 
prior to enlisting was employed by the 
C.P.R. 

FLT. LIEUT. W.G. RIDDELL 
of the medical corps of the R.C.A.F. has 
arrived back in Canada after 13 months' 
service in England. Prior to joining up he 
practised medicine and surgery at Beause
jour, Man. He is spending three weeks' 
leave with his wife and daughters at 
Selkirk, Winnipeg, Beausejour and Clear
water Bay. 
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PTE. MA URICE PROBIZIANSKI 
presumed killed 

Pte. Maurice W. Probizianski, son of 
Mrs. T. Probizianski, Stuart burn, Man. 
Pte. Probizianski was reported missing in 
action in February and is now for official 
purposes presumed killed in action. He 
enlisted with the Edmonton Fusiliers in 
October, 1941. Besides his mother, he is 
survived by a sister, Mrs. D. Malyk, and a 
brother, Mickey, of Winnipeg. 

PTE. JOHN S. McKAY 
son of Mr. and Mrs. John McKay of 
Lockport, Man., who was officially 
reported missing, is now a prisoner of war 
in Germany. His parents have received 
word that he has been in hospital. In 
December 1943, Pte. McKay was wounded 
in Italy. He was born at Tyndall and lived 
there for some time before he moved with 
his family to Lockport. Three brothers are 
serving overseas, Earle of the R.C.A. in 
England; Kenneth, with the R.C.A. in 
France; also Philip of the R.C.A., who left 
recently for overseas. A brother-in-law, 
Fred Gray, P.P.C.L.I., was a prisoner of 
war in Germany for 14 months, and was 
recently repatriated. One brother, Percy, 
is at home. There are five sisters, Mrs. L. 
Yates, Tyndall; Mrs. A. Cooke, Toronto, 
Ont.; Mrs. C. Pruden, Lockport; Betty 
and Mae, at home. 



FO. ARNOLD S. BARCLAY 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Barclay, 
Tyndall, Man., previously reported 
missing, has been reported dead, according 
to information received by the Red Cross 
at Geneva, from German sources. He was 
born at Barrow-in-Furness, England, but 
moved with his family to Canada at an 
early age. He was educated at schools in 
Mountainside and Greenwich, Man. The 
day after Canada declared war, in 
September, 1939, he had enlisted with the 
Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders, but 
transferred to the R.C.A.F. early in 1940. 
He graduated from Mont Joli in April, 
1943, and proceeded overseas a short time 
later. He is married to the former Miss 
Georgette Beaupre, Mont Joli, and they 
have one son. 

FLT. SGT. EDWIN STRANDBERG 
is reported missing after air operations 

over the Ruhr Valley. Born in the United 
States he was 20 years of age at the time of 
enlistment, September, 1941, and had 
lived at Garson, Man. where his father 
was in business. He was educated at 
Garson and was active in hockey there. 
Shortly after graduating from the bombing 
and gunnery school at Mossbank, Sask., 
February, 1942, he went overseas. 

In TheField 

Sing me a song, friend Meadowlark! 
Your music sounds so gay 

Toone who toils from dawn 'till dark, 
The weary, live-long day. 

Come on! Sing out! Don't sit there dumb! 
You've nothing much to do

I know I'd never cease to hum 
If I could sing like you. 

Pour out! pour out your mellow tones 
And lead my thoughts apart-

If these hard stumps must wrench my bones, 
Don't let them break my heart! 

You are a part of nature's choir, 
I'm wed to fickle soil, 

So sing, my friend, while I acquire 
The dignity of toil. 

GNR. ANTON MARTINI 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Martini, 
Beausejour, Man., has been killed in 
action in Italy. He was 24 years of age and 
had received his education at Sand Hill 
School. Prior to enlisting he was 
employed at the Standard Produce 
company. He enlisted in February, 1942, 
going overseas in August of the following 
year. Besides his parents, he is survived by 
two brothers, Peter, at Alaska, and 
Casimer, at home, and five sisters. They 
are Leona and Bernice, at home; Helen, 
Agnes and Mrs. W.H. Cound of 
Winnipeg. 
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-Arnold Barclay, Tyndall, Man. 

PTE. EDWARD KWIATKOWSKI 
of Garson, Man., has been killed inaction 
in Italy, according to word received by his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. James Kwiatkow
ski. He was 22 years of age and enlisted 
with the paratroop corps in February, 
1943. Pte. Kwiatkowski was posted 
overseas in June and had been in Italy for 
some months. Members of his family 
include, his parents, six brothers, Louis, 
with the R.C.N. V.R.; Bert, a member of 
the R.C.A.F. since early in 1940; William, 
John, Charles and Raymond at home and 
four sisters, Mrs. James Chorney, of 
Tyndall, Man,; Jean and Teeny in 
Winnipeg, and Julia at home. 



B. Warkentin, B.A. 

Bernard War
.. kentin is a native 

Manitoban having 
been born on a farm near Winkler. His paren ts were 
pioneers in the Southern part of the province for his 
mother came here in 1876 and his father in 1878. He 
received his education in Winkler Public Schools, 
the Mennonite Educational Institute, Gretna, 
United College, Winnipeg, Manitoba Agricultural 
College, and University of Manitoba where he 

; obtained the degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1914. 
He began teaching at seventeen years of age at 

the M.E.L, Gretna. His teaching career was 
interrupted first by his university work, then by 

service in the Great War and after that by some 
years on farming. He came back to the profession in 
1931 as principal of Goose Lake Collegiate, Roblin, 
in which position he remained until 1937. Mr. 
Warkentin was appointed to the staff of the 
Correspondence Branch, Department of Education 
when Grade XII was first offered in 1937. He 
remained in this position for two years, and in 1939 
was appointed acting Inspector of Schools at 
Portage la Prairie. In 1940 he was transferred to 
Dauphin in the same capacity, and in 1941 was 
appointed to the regular staff in Division No. 19 
with headquarters at Beausejour. 

Mr. Warkentin served with distinction for 
three and one half years in the war of 1914-18. He 
enlisted as a private in the Royal Army Service 
Corps. Before the end of the war he had won a 
commission in the Royal Garrison Artillery. Since 
the war he has been a member of the Canadian 
Legion. Another fraternal affiliation is with the 
Masonic Order. His son is now commissioned as a 
pilot with the R.C.A.F. and is serving overseas. 

Inspector Warkentin is by nature an out-door 
man. His vigor and stamina are great assets in 
covering a division that extends along the Winnipeg 
River, up Lake Winnipeg, and into the Central 
Manitoba mining area. He is fond of sports such as 
fishing, hunting, tennis, golf and curling. 

II ACCORDING TO ADVICES RECEIVED THROUGH 
THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS, YOUR SON 
LOST HIS LIFE ON MARCH _ 19_ FOR 
OFFICIAL PURPOSES HE IS NOW LISTED AS 
'MISSING, BELIEVED KILLED'." 

These cold, concise, official words do not convey 
The fact that he, my son, no longer breathes this air; 

And that this Mother Earth has taken back the cloak 
That some time made him tall, and strong, and 
passing fair. 

He did not lose his life I Say that of those poor souls 
Whose blund'ringfeet walk here and there, andfind 
nogoal. 

He did not lose, but proudly gavel His was the wish, 
The thought, the will, the daring heart, the steadfast 
soul. 

He is not missing, though his voice will not again 
Be heard in instant answer to the bugle's call. 

Not missing,-no,-but he is missed,' insuchfew years 
He made so many friends; he gave his smile to all. 

And who believes him dead? Not you, nor L' we know 
His spirit walks among the clouds hisfeet have trod,' 

We know he lives, and willforever live, within 
The hearts of those he loved, and in the heart of God. 

Editor's Note: The above poem was written by Inspector B.W. 
Warkentin on receiving a cablegram advising him of the death 
of his son, Pilot Officer John Warkentin, during air operations 
over enemy territory in March, 1944. 
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9th April 1941 

Dear Phyllis, 

The Prime Minister has received 

your letter of March the 3rd and the 

beautiful blanket which you and the other 

children have made and sent to him. I am 

writing to say how much we admire the 

splendid work you have put into it, and to 

tell you that it will be given to a soldier 

as you ask. Thank you very much indeed 

for your practical help. 

Yours truly, 

This letter was written by Lady Churchill acknowledging a 
blanket made by local schoolchildren. Many schools in Canada 
took part in projects such as this to help the war effort. The 
letter was received by Phyllis Horodyski. 
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Wounded 
Tpr. Robert o limb, son of Mrs. S. Olimb, 

Sprague, Man. 
Pte. Harry Panchyshyn, son of Steve 

Panchyshyn,Oakbank,Man. 
Cpl. Burney Prygroski, son of Stanley 

Prygroski, Stewartburn, Man. 
Wounded accidently is Pte. Jarvis Zaporzan, 

son of Mrs~ H. Zaporzan, West Kildonan. 
Pte. Peter Charney, whose wife resides in 

England, and son of Peter Charney, Tyndall, Man. 

Communique published in newspaper during War concerning 
war casualties. 

JA'oI3EAUSEJC)UR 

VOL. a. 

The 

BEAUSEJOUR BUGLE 
"lIb"sI,ed under auspices of !I.QUI.fOllr Braner. No. '32 

COJiadlan LegIon I.E.S.L .• on fhe first and flfleenth of eod' monfh. 

With the ..,.opcr~lion of all 1",",1 or~ani .. tion. workinK 10000Iher lo', .. rth.,. Communhy 
!>nlcrpt;,.., - f,.lond.hip, and Good N~irhborl.n_. 

Editor, W. W. CHILDE 
AMiot'nu: W. 510 ....... J. Kanal'Olki 

BEAUSEJOUR. MAN .. 

Pub"oher: A. B. BONNER 

DEC. 15. 1945. 

The Beausejour Bugle (above) was received by servicemen 
during and after World War II. It kept people informed on the 
news from home. 



1 st. Canadian Parachute Battalion Association 

First anadia in France 

Lt. s, W, McGowan 

BEFORE ANY OTHER ALLIED 
ASSAUL T troops '''1' ioot T ;:::(an, 

:~~l~~' d~;~~~~t ~~~c;~~ti{~:A t ;~:l~~~:~.~C;~~~ 
dnd near Caen, Th:s ~:fst 
f'{)Z1Jed dO\Nn rrorn tno 
[l stcrrn of flak ano 
~~~;ss~cr to clean up 

Pte. C.M. Morrison Pte. W. Mallen Pte. M.M. ClarK 
Englehart, Ont Innlsfafi, Alta. Kirkland Lake, Ont: 

Pte. E.J. Plnay 
LorHe, Sask. 

Pte, W.O. Murray 
Toronto.Ont. 

Pte. W, YurKowsk! 
Watson, Sask. 

Pte. J.A. Anderson 
Witldfiefd, Alta. 

Pte. E. H. Oamstrom 
Kimberley, B.C. 

Ph~. C, N. Oougla$ 
Courtney, e.c. 

dte~, ~:~n ~~~~(~~~~~;~g(;~~~{;~V;)~~ SC ~~i~ 
t)0(~k to baSt? f;osr>ta!s, 

;~~!,:'1 'e:~;~t~~cb~:;~~'i;i~~;';~? :;~~~ 
'A ~,icj"-, :aty,c iat2r ~re~1.s:. .. /eci 20G 
'YJ<'8S. Hpre are tbe.' Lrst Canaji tF1 

r.:d:aUU~)C~fHS in Fran; r3 

Pte. F. Russell 
Beausejour. Man. 

Pte. L SSl.mders 
Parry Sound, OnL 

Pte. W. J.Chaddock 
Toronto,Ont. 
K1AZQi6l44 

Pta. R. E. Pilon 
London,Ont 

Pta. S. Fl. Woodward 
LaPrairie, Man. 

Pie. H. R. Croft 
Halifax, N.S. 

Pte. W, H, Mlcklleton 
L)ronto.Ont. 

Pte. A. Hogarth 
TorontO,Ont 

Pta. J. T. Church 
Toronto,Ont. 

Pte. A. J. McNally 
Edmonton, Alta. 
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Recollections oj a Prisoner oj War 

Tyndall Sapper Has Souvenirs of Dieppe and Prison Camp 

A tiny pair of handcuffs made from silver 
paper; his engineer's badge made from a prison 
camp soap dish; two painted handkerchiefs to 
remind him of Dieppe and Stalag Lamsdorf ... these 
were the things Sapper Fred Gray, of Tyndall, 
Manitoba, brought back to Canada to remind himof 
14 months in a German prison camp. 

It wouldn't be hard to remember. The small 
handcuffs, he said on his arrival in Winnipeg 
Thursday afternoon, would always serve to remind 
him of the handcuffing of Canadian prisoners of 
war in Stalag Lamsdorf. He fashioned them 
himself as he lay in the camp hospital, growing 
better from a shrapnel wound suffered at Dieppe. 
Outside the hospital his healthier comrades were 
handcuffed. 

Ed. Borkowsky entered the services in November, 1941. 
Served two months (basic training) at Portage la Prairie, 
followed by four months of advanced training in Winnipeg, 
and four more months at Shilo. Then sent to Woodstock, 
Ontario (driver mechanic/training). Following that served in 
Prince Rupert until the fall of 1945. Received his discharge in 
January, 1946. Married Lilly Fiebelkorn, and they have two 
daughters, Dianna, married to Richard Fosty, and Denice, 
married to Lloyd Peacock. 
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Sapper Gray was captured at Dieppe. He spent 
three weeks at Rouen and then went on to the 
German prison camp. "All the doctors treated us 
nice," he said, and added that they got their medical 
supplies from Red Cross parcels. "The Red Cross 
has got a big hand coming to them. No fooling about 
that. Every prisoner would mention that too," he ' 
said. "We ate little German food. The Red Cross to 
parcels did for us except that the Germans gave us a 
daily loaf of bread between seven men, some 
potatoes and sauerkraut which was not good," he 
said. Sapper Gray was six months in hospital. He 
was released from Germany in October. 

Fred Steinke served with the 3rd Battalion, Royal Winnipeg 
Rifles, and with the Royal Canadian Army Service Corps in 
World War II. He was wounded in France, and returned to 
Canada in April, 1946. 



Cpl. Jerome Shuster of the Irish Fusiliers. Jerome returned to 
: Beausejour to work in the family business. He has been very 
. active in the Lions Club and Legion. 
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Lt. Henry Podealuk, Calgary Highlanders, served overseas in 
World War II and has been the Postmaster of Beausejourfor 18 
years. 

2nd Lt. M.P. Czuboka served in P.P.CL.I. in Korea. He is very 
active in community affairs and is presently Supt. of Agassiz 
S.D. #13. 



Beausejour and A rea Cenotaph Dedication September 13, 1981 

Workmen erecting Cenotaph. Legion President Czuboka, M.C of the Dedication Program. 

Pine Falls Pipe Band. 

R.CM.P. Honour Guard at Saluting Base. 
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R.M. of Brokenhead Councillor W. Kozyra, assisting in 
unveiling of Cenotaph. 

Bugler from Royal Winnipeg Rifles plays "The Last Post". 
Many of our area men served with this regiment during the 
War. 
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Beausejour #249 Air Cadet Squadron at Saluting Base. 

..~ 
Rev. T. Plawney blesses the monument honouring our war 
dead. 



Past President of Legion, Clarence Koss laying the very first 
wreath on the newly unveiled Cenotaph. The Cenotaph was 
" Clarence's Project" and he worked diligently until completion. 
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Major Welsby of C.F.S. Beausejour laying the 2nd wreath on 
behalf of present service people. 



World War II Revisited 

In March, 1981, Vic Parke (an active member of 
Beausejour Royal Canadian Legion #132) visited 
France where he served in World War II. Mr. Parke 
is shown above at the Canadian Military Cemetary 

in Bretteville-sur-Laize. In the photograph, (top 
right), he is shown at the grave of his comrade, 
Private Peter Kindefora of Thalberg. 

"They shall not grow old, as we that are left grow old; 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
We will remember them." 

-Lawrence Binyon 
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This poem won first prize in the Legion Essay Contest at the 
Edward Schreyer School in 1979. It was written by Michael 
Plazio, a grade 12 student. 

The Significance of Remembrance Day 

"Why do we have Remembrance Day?" 
I heard a child ask in his innocent way. 
I paused a moment, then began to reply, 
I said, "Listen closely and Fli tell you why: 

"Each year, on the eleventh of November, 
We pause two minutes to remember; 
All of those who went to war 
So we could live in peace for evermore. 

"They marched into battle with their heads held high
Not knowing if they would return or die. 
They went by Air, land and sea; 
To battle with the enemy. 

"They heard the mighty guns roar 
And knew their ships would sail no more, 
They dug their trenches in the ground; 
For that was the only protection to befound. 

"Parents at home with bitter tears read -
Of sons missing in action, and some that were dead. 
They flew their planes, they dropped their bombs; 
Their planes were shattered, still they fought on. 

"They felt the bullets sting their chest; 
Twas only then that they did rest! 
For they were determined as could be 
To have their country strong and free. 

"To make our country a better place to live; 
For this cause their lives they did give. 
Though they may be buried far away 
Let us remember them on this day. 

"In their memory we'll place a wreath. 
In our hearts we'll pray for peace -
It's the least that we can do ... 
Compared to what they gave for me and you!" 
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Schools 
By Audrey Warren 

"School days. school days 
Dear old golden rule days. 

Reading and Writing and 'Rithmetic 
Taught to the tune of the hickory stick." 

The lyrics of that old song bring back nostalgic 
memories of a time everyone recalls with fond 
chuckles and various anecdotes. The hardships one 
endured are easily forgotten because the desire to 
learn. to be educated. was a strong one in this area. 
This is easily attested to by the numerous-surprisingly 
-numerous-little one room school houses which 
dotted the country side of the Beausejour-Brokenhead 
district. Apologies must be made when one attempts 
to span a century of education. but it is hoped that 
this one chapter will touch upon each important 
milestone. We thank all those who gave us information 
and pictures. We especially thank George N azarewich 
who provided the excellent photos of the schools and 
the extensive research. 

Second school built in 1907. Destroyed by fire 1926. 

As far as we can determine. the first school in 
our area was the private home of the Reed family who 

, resided in Brokenhead. As early as 1884. an itinerant 
teacher spent a few weeks in the area. concentrating 
on teaching the English language. mathematics. and 
some very basic handwriting exercises. In 1887 the 
first formal Brokenhead School #472 was built on 
John Acaster's farm. In 1896 this school was abandoned 
as most of the Anglo Saxon people moved to Beause
jour. st. Quens. and Saskatchewan. The school was 
demolished in 1898, and rebuilt around 1907. The 
school provided an excellent learning atmosphere 
and in 1952 expanded to facilitate those requiring a 
high school education. 

Sketch of first school, 1887. Built by John Reed, Chas. Madden 
and Dan McKenzie. Replaced in 1910. 
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Brokenhead School 1950. 

Brokenhead School in 1919. This school had two classrooms. 
Note the bell in the tower. 

- Public Archives of Canada 



Brokenhead School 1951 
Top row: Raymond Paseshnik, Earnie Marlash, Allan Trombo, 
John Gmitroski, George Kowalchuk, Benny Hlady. 4th row: 
Irvin Trapp, Raymond Bauschke, Michael Roshko, A. Hintz, 
Lenord Molinski. 3rd row: Connie Kindafora, Jeanie 
Heathington, Rita Kowalchuk, Marge Roshko, Nadia & Pat 
Paseshnik. 2nd row: unknown, Bill Kowalchuk, Leonard 
Marlash, unknown, Valerie Hlady, Adeline Hintz, Connie 
Kowalchuk, George Bilan. Front row: Stella Mroz, Donna 
Trombo, Bernice Paseshnik, Beverly Krawchuk, Eleanor 
Boleschuk. 

The school district of Ladywood was organized 
about 1888 to serve the recent immigrants from 
Europe. many of them from the Beckersdorf Colony in 
Galicia. Austria. Some of these immigrants. having 
had no time to build their own houses. slept in the 
school house during the night. vacating it during the 
day to the school children. The school was located on 
its present site. that being the only dry spot suitable 
for a building. The land across the road was swampy. 
and full of bull rushes. The first three room school 
was destroyed by fire and a new school was erected in 
1932 at a cost of $4.828.67. When the Ladywood 
School was consolidated into the Agassiz division. 
the old building and land were sold to Mr. John 
Struss. Today. the vacant building stands on the same 
spot. 

Some of the early teachers in the school were 
Mr. Powell. Mr. McDonald. Miss Wilson. Mr. Kolodzinski 
and Mr. Kawecki. Years later. after some further 
study. Mr. Kawecki returned to Beausejour and set up 
practice as a naturopath. Mr. Nick Stryk began 
teaching in 1917 and continued until the time of his 
death. Mr. Stryk was the M.L.A. for the area for many 
years. (People from the area remember him with 
fondness. His influence on the students was a lasting 
one.) All of the above were elementary teachers. In the 
1920's a high school was started with two of the 
principals being Mr. Connoly and Mr. King. 
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First Ladywood School. 

Ladywood School 1930. 

Ladywood High School class or 1929 - Grades 9, 10 & 11. Back 
row standing: Mary Karpetz, Pauline Mattern, Miss Eleanor 
Collison (Principal), Ella Tymko, Eugene Karpetz, Anne 
Chryplywy, Charlie Molinski, Beatrice Greschuk, Eddie 
Karpetz. Middle row kneeling: Anne Klym, Margaret Baker, 
Mary Mroz, Jennie senecie. Front row seated: Gertie Sternat, 
Mary Greschuk, Helen Klym, Jennie Halayko. 



St. Ouens North School March 14, 1967. 
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St. Ouens South School. 

North St. Ouens School. May 1953. 
Back row: Margaret Peitsch, Frances Kunz, unknown, Wirch, 
Annie Zielke (Russell), Art Wirch, Adolph Wirch, Wilfred 
Kelbert. Third row: Ken Hoban, Phyllis Buttsman, Geraldine 
Kelbert, Hubert Wirch, Gaylord Newman, Louise Zielke, 
Allen Kelbert, Mervin Peitsch. Second row: Elaine Kelbert, 
Eleanor Zielke, Glen Newman, unknown Wirch, Harold Prill, 
Bob Lanoway. First row: Jimmy Hoban, Donald Bullman, 
Linda Zielke, Leona Peitsch, Ruth Peitsch, Darlene Buttsman, 
Marlene Lysaichuk. 
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North St. Ouens School March 12, 1955. 
William Kozyra - teacher. 

Row 1: Beverly Hastman, Linda Prill (Worone), Donald 
Bullman. Row 2: Gordon Peitsch, Gertrude Hastman (Zieske), 
Carol Prill (Mars), Leona Peitsch, Linda Zielke (Adams), 
Harold Prill. Row 3: Glen Newman, Eleanor Zielke 
(Weedmark), Marlene Lysaichuk, Elaine Kelbert (McIntosh), 
Ruth Peitsch. Row 4: Geraldine Kelbert (Wirch), Louise Zielke 
(Pommer), Wilfred Kelbert. 

St. Ouens South - 1957. 
Front row: Carol Scharien, Audrey Peitsch, Mary Zachar, 
Jackie Lahowski, Glenn Steinke, Darlene Storsley. Second 
row: Norman Obie, Stephen Zachar, Irene Zachar, Sharon 
Rattai, Normalee Boss, Lyla Obie. Third row: (starts at far 
right) Linda Scharien, Audrey Lahowski, Donna Ra ttai. Back 
row: Audrey Renshaw (teacher), Dennis Storsley, Jim 
Storsley, Kenny Kruger, Wayne Fox, Lily Schoenberger, 
Beatrice Boss. 



In the year 1897 two schools were erected in the 
St. Quens area, which were to be known as St. Quens 
North and st. Ouens South until the day they closed 
their doors. The North School had the decided 
advantage of being located close to the highway and 
to N eumans General Store. but it is with affection that 
one recalls the South School. I want to take the liberty 
here of sharing my experiences as a teacher in the one 
room school house. Let me take you back to 1956. 

It was my first year of teaching and I was all of 
19 years of age. I was determined to kindle the spark 
of inquisitiveness in 24 young people ranging in ages 
from five to 16. and ranging in grades from one to 
nine. I can still see Mr. Kelbert offering me the 
position and my attempted sophistication at accepting 
it. Then there was Mr. Nelson Storsley. who was there 
to greet me on the first day of school. He had filled 
those great mottled grey crocks called water coolers. 
unfurled the Union Jack. and presented me with a 
hand operated bell which would draw each child to 
his place in the double seated desks. Before he left. 
he informed me that a few cords of wood would soon 
be delivered for the coming winter. There were many 
mornings that winter that he met me a mile from the 
school with a wagon. a team of horses. and a warm 
blanket. The road was passable by car up to his 
corner. where my dad would turn me over to his care. 
Once we got to the school, the children and I would 
stay bundled up warmly until that old wood stove was 
crackling merrily away and fingers warmed up suffic
iently to hold a pen. a straight pen with a changeable 
nib. Remember. the ink needed to thaw as well. 

The day began with a health check up being 
part of the opening exercises. Oh yes. I seriously 
inquired about their morning ablutions. their dental 
hygiene and their breakfast menus. Then began a 
careful scrutiny of neck. hair and nails. Of course. a 
huge chart adorned the walls and the students who 
checked off perfectly in this rigorous and down-right 
insulting inspection were rewarded with the golden 
star. 

As the work periods began. the classroom 
became a beehive of activity. each student industrially 
beginning his or her studies. Co-operation and 
independence were the words of the day. with the 
older students tutoring the younger until I was free to 
be with them. My time table resembled a strategic and 
complex plan of attack. Organization and flexibility 
were the teacher's words of the day. Indeed two 
important documents checked by the inspectors. who 
by the way at that time were Mr. Warkentine. followed 
by Mr. Pokrant. were the register and the teacher's 
time table. 

And then who can forget the Christmas concert. 
It was an annual event held in every little school 
house dotting this area. The children sang. danced. 
memorized long recitations and parts for plays. and 
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then concluded with the traditional and religious 
Christmas pageant. The plaid blankets that costumed 
the shepherds. the fathers' bathrobes on the Three 
Wise Men. the crepe paper wings of the angels and 
those clothes hanger wire haloes never detracted 
from the serious presentation. The voices of those 
young eager people singing. "The Twelve Days of 
Christmas" brought resounding applause from the 
audience. and the long days of practice were well 
rewarded. 

With spring. came the worry of those final June 
exams but almost as importantly the organization of 
the school's baseball team. One bat, one ball. no 
gloves. but 24 baseball players emerged. Each 
student was assured of his or her place on the 
field as seniority determined the key positions. With 
the co-operation of people like Mrs. Freda Steinke 
and Mr. Herman Boss. we would travel down the road 
a few miles to engage the Lydiatt or Corrall schools in 
a game characterized by keen competition and excellent 
sportsmanship. This was the Friday afternoon reward 
after a long hard week and this was also considered 
the physical education period of the week. 

The families in the st. Ouens area held education 
in great respect and I am proud to say they treated the 
teacher with the same respect and consideration. 
Who can forget those lovely meals with the Scharien 
family. or the splendid turn out of parents on 
visitation day? I was greatful for the full support of 
the school board and the assistance given by Mrs. 
Towle our Secretary-Treasurer. This district. as I am 
certain with other school districts. produced fine 
young adults. many of whom became teacher them
selves. N ormalee Boss. who had been a pupil of mine 
when she was in grade four. became my son Robert's 
teacher when he was in grade four. 

I hope this personal segment has given you. the 
reader. a brief glimpse into what the one room school 
house was like. and that many can say. "Oh yes. I 
remember it well". 

Corral! School 1916 



Esther Velde (in window), Pearl Johnson, Miss Crozier 
(teacher), Dorothy Kinzel, Cecilia Velde, Ivor Velde. 

In 1899. the Green Bay School =#= 1010 came into 
being. followed by the Cromwell School in 1901. The 
Cromwell school was originally known as the Backman 
School as it was Mr. Backman who donated one acre 
of land for the construction of the building. Within a 
few years this building was destroyed by fire. with a 
new school house being erected on the same site. and 
the name of the Cromwell School came into being. 
Two of the first teachers were Mr. Chumer and Mr. 
Graban. Two of our local boys. Mr. Clarence Baker. 
the Reeve of the Municipality and Mr. Edward Schreyer. 
the Governor General of Canada. were to begin their 
years of education in this little country school house. 
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Green Bay School 1932 to 1961. 

Green Bay School 1961 to 1967. 



Cromwell S.D. #1117 
Annual end of the school year picnic in the early 20's. Each school pupil was treated to a free ice cream cone or a soda pop, compliments of 
the School Board. The big deal of the day was, "I1! give you a lick of my ice cream, if you'll give me a sip of yourpop."In those days pop and 
ice cream sold for a nickel, but even that was big money for a kid. 

Cromwell School- 1921 
Teacher - Miss Jessie Ryback 

Front row: John Schultz, Frank Grabouski, Mary Greschuk, 
Anne Peitz, Mary Peitz, Sabina Lachouski, Mary Kizlik, 
Margaret Baker, Steven Greschuk, Adam Sydorchuk. Second 
row: Lilly Sonenberg, Ada Peitz, Frances Greschuk, Anne 
Komeraus, Mary Schreyer, Bert Samborski, Frank Urbanski, 
Stanley Wilgosh, Anton Greschuk, Steve Sydorchuk, Albert 
Lachouski. Back row: (standing) Stella Rycar, Caroline Baker, 
Anne Sydorchuk, Beatrice Greschuk, Rose Baker, Berniece 
Lachouski, Henry Komeraus, Anton Baker, Steve Jurewich, 
Anton Wilgosh, Alfred Modjeski, Anton Schultz, Frank 
Wilgosh, Mike Kizlik, Bertha Przednowek, Lillian Steffes, 
Anton Przednowek, Joe Gresehufs. 
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Cromwell School class of 1943 
Back row: Eddy Baker, Adeline Schultz, Joyce Modjeski, Mrs. 
Margaret Tolosko (teacher), Eleanor Urbanski, Bernice 
Martini, Johnny Kizlik. Second row: Virginnia Ilchena, Edward 
Schreyer (the present Governor General), Leonard Otten
breit, Gertie Scheer, Richard Ottenbreit. Third row: 
(kneeling) Joe Brzoza, Phyllis Mroz, Phyllis Ottenbreit, Joan 
Schultz, Raymond Weselak. Front row: (seated) Tommy 
Weselak, Ernie Ottenbreit, Judy Tolosko and Dorothy 
Modjeski (not pupils, just recess visitors), Roger Mroz, 
Cashmir Brzoza, Johnnie Schultz. 



Sebright School 
Front row: Casmir Komadowski, Raymond Jurewicz, unknown Urbanski, Donald Adamec, unknown Urbanski, Lawrence Jurewicz, 
Walter Kalinski. Second row: unknown, Holly Gmitrouski, Violet Witko, unknown, unknown, unknown, Mary Czastkiewicz, Teddy 
Mastaler, unknown. Third row: Elsie Marneywich, Mary Kalinski, Victoria Gmitrowski, Vickie Komadowski, unknown, Joe Kalinski, 
Betty Gmitrowski, unknown Urbanski, Nellie Surowich, Miss Kay Cass, Teddy Gmitrowski, Eddie Komadowski. 1940. 

In 1902 the Sebright School opened its doors. 
Mrs. Katie Warren who taught in that school during 
the 1940's wrote an article of her experience in that 
school which was published in the Springfield Leader 
issue November 2, 1948. We have reprinted it here for 
your enjoyment. Sebright School shared the honor of 
opening in 1902 with the School District # 1190 
which was known as the Eichenfeld School serving 
the area of Lydiatt. The first trustees were Mr. C. 
Huber, Mr. Jacob Heibert, Mr. Michael Adolph and 
Mr. George Young acted as Secretary. They borrowed 
seven hundred dollars to erect and furnish a school 
house. The school started with 34 pupils whose ages 
ranged from five to 14. The first teacher was L. G. 
Heinmann who began work on the first day of school, 
May 1, 1903. From October to December of that year 
Stuart Young was the school master. February of 1904 
saw William Nau filling the position until 1907, 
returning to serve in 1910 until 1912. In September of 
the year 1920 the Eichenfeld School became known 
as the Lydiatt School in division # 1199. In 1967 the 
school closed its doors to turn over its students to the 
amalgamation of the Agassiz School Division. 
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Field day in Tyndall. 

The one-room Sebright School which was a familiar 
landmark several miles west of Beausejour for many 
years was moved last week. It will no longer serve as 
an institute of learning but will be used as a museum 
on the Centennial Grounds. Julian Ilchena has 
donated his relics and historical articles to the 
Centennial Committee and these will be exhibited in 
this building. Here, Pete Hlady and assistants move 
the school down Park Avenue to a new home at the 
Centennial Park. 

courtesy - The Beaver, Beausejour, Manitoba. 
April 18, 1967. 
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Sebright School Students 1955-1956 
Front row: teacher Evelyn Bukoski (Chonstkewich), Bertha 
Naurocki, Carol Borysowich, Andy Horosko, Shirley Saba
towski, Virginia Surowich. Second row: Darryl Bukoski, 
Leonard Marynewich, Jim Urbanski, Joan Chorney, Wally 
Roth, Dorraine Vogel, Raymond Vogel, Edmund Komadow
ski. Third row: Kasmir Pleskach, Stanley Pleskach, Verna 
Jurewicz, Kenneth Marynewich, Alice Marynewich, Gail 
Little, Donald Horosko, Eddie Sabatowski. 



The Rural School Beef 
By: K. Wawryshyn 

I can almost see everyone looking at the 
heading and grunting, "Humph. Another one of those 
articles about teachers' wages." Not this time. My 
beef - as inspired by the radio program, "What's 
Your Beef?" is very different from the usual complaint 
voiced by my fellows in this profession of professions. 
However, I thought it might bear discussion since 
there are so many rural schools in our district. 

Having spent all my teaching days in a school 
of that type, I found that the one factor which 
distressed me was the presence of eight grades in one 
room. (Those schools which have nine or ten grades, I 
won't even mention - that's a downright criminal 
situation). Actually, I am not considering the teacher 
at all, as I write this, for it's the pupil who pays. 
Twenty students in three grades is quite sufficient for 
one teacher in a town school. Therefore, can you 
imagine how, in a school with an average attendance 
of from 25-40, and having so many grades, each child 
can get proper attention? I found it impossible. 
Certainly, after a year, I used short cuts, but I'll admit 
right now that one portion of the room was always 
neglected. 

One year, it was a skimping of Grades 1 and 2, 
the little creatures were given plenty of busy work and 
if they learned anything extra, they were just plain 
aggressive. Hardly a solid foundation for the years 
ahead. Another year, Grades 7 and 8 felt the pinch. 
The results, especially in these two grades, are pretty 

obvious. The rural students graduate to a town 
school. hoping to continue their education with a fair 
amount of success, and many, finding themselves 
unable to compete with their town friends, become 
discouraged and quit altogether. Even when I've 
done my best to help these junior high grades, giving 
them additional help at noon time and after four, I've 
always had a feeling of gUilt as they leave for Grade 9. 

Well, to whom do I wish to direct this beef? To 
all interested parents, trustees, and school officials. I 
suggest we limit our rural schools to six grades in 
order that the educational requirements of the children 
will be met. 

While I'm at it, I may as well get another one off 
my chest - this business of calling teaching mon
otonous. How can anything dealing with twenty or so 
very individualistic human beings be dull? We never 
know what to expect. Little Johnny may start to cry in 
the middle of class recitation because he objects to 
"What are little boys made of? - Frogs and snails and 
puppy dogs' tails." Or Jerry may decide for some 
obscure reason to take off his shoes and stockings on 
a cold winter's day. My teaching experience consisted 
of 4Y2 years in the same school. day in, day out. 
Though at times, it was tiring and even nerve-racking, 
it was never, never dull. 
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Thus my beef - or should I say beeves? 
courtesy - The Springfield Leader 

St. James, Manitoba, November 2, 1948. 



Lydiatt School. 
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Minutes 
A public meeting was held on Sept.24, 1902 by the rate 
payers of the School district of Eichenfeld # 1199 at 
the farm house of C. Huber Section 4 for the purpose 
of electing Trustees and Secretary-Treasurer for the a 
- . fore said school district. The following are the 
minutes of the meeting (Mr. Adolph on the chair) 
proposed by Mr. Jacob Heibert - seconded by George 
Young that C. Huber be a trustee - carried. 
Proposed by Geo. Young - seconded by Mr. Adolph 
that Jacob Heibert be a trustee - carried. 
Proposed by Jacob Heibert - seconded by Geo. Young 
that Michael Adolph be a trustee - carried. 
Proposed by Jacob Heibert - seconded by C. Huber 
that Geo. Young should act as Secretary-Treasurer -
carried. 

Geo. Young - Secretary. 

Minutes 
A public meeting was held by the rate payers of the 
school district of Eichenfeld # 1199 on the 24th day 
of November 1902 the following are minutes. 
Proposed by Geo. Young - seconded by M.Adolph that 
Jacob Heibert be chairman - carried. 
Proposed by M. Adolph - seconded by C. Kuenzel that 
Geo. Young act as secretary - carried. 
The ratepayers of the said school district at this a 
public meeting duly convened and held on 24th day 
of November 1902 authorized and required by a 
resolution fully passed, the said school trustees to 
borrow the sum of seven hundred dollars ($700.00) 
for the purpose of erecting and furnishing a school 
house and it appendages. 



In 1906 the Sandhill School was built. Mrs. 
Julia Wilgosh commented on how times have not 
changed all that much. Today. we have the Ukrainian 
Emersion courses for the children. In the 1920's Julie 
said it was like an English Emersion program in that 
little school house. Many of the families in the area. 
the Kulbabas. Patrus and Hudyma to name a few. 
spoke only Ukrainian at home and began their school 
years without knowing any English. One of the early 
teachers was Mr. Crystal who taught music with his 
trusty saxaphone and a ruler. Julie claims that the 
ruler was what spurred the children on to learning 
English. Mr. Crystal was followed by a young. patient 
Miss Macrae whom all the children loved dearly. Nick 
Stelmack. who is the head janitor at the Edward 
Schreyer School today. claims he never dreamed that 
those early days in the Sandhill School would find 
him around a classroom ever again. Mrs. Evelyn 
Bukoski was kind enough to share her experiences as 
a student of that school in the late 1940's and the 
following is her contribution to this chapter. 

Picture taken in front of Sand Hill School about 1947. Mr. and 
Mrs. John Duchominsky and son Bob and Evelyn Bukoski 
(Chonstkewich). 

Sand Hill School class about 1950. Picture taken during annual trip to Assiniboine Park Zoo 
Front row: Larry Semenko, Jim Panas, Eddie Hudyma. Second row: An tonia Sys, Judy Slobodian, Verna Kulbaba, Gary Bisko, Charles 
Smolinski, Joseph Smolinski. Third row: Mr. John Duchominsky, Nellie Sys, Diane Semenko, Irene Krawchuk, Ethel Kulbaba, Jerry 
Peluk, Bob Duchominsky, Robert Bisko. Fourth row: Evelyn Chonstkewich, Margie Doliniuk, Olga Kulbaba, Edna Kulbaba, JohnPanas, 
Jim Oneschuk, Joyce Panas. Fifth row: Olive Modjeski, Eddie Kulbaba, Ernie Wilk, Eddie Panas, Don Chipilski, Kenneth Peluk, Eddie 
Chonstkewich, Joyce Bisko. 
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Sand Hill School with Mr. John Duchominsky 
(1944-1952) 

An important part of growing up and living in 
Sand Hill during the 40's and 50's was working with 
Mr. and Mrs. Duchominsky and their son Bob. Mr. 
Duchominsky taught grades 1-10 for eight years, 
with classes numbering up to forty students. 

Each year was a special one for most, as 
students were either starting grade one or leaving 
school. They came from as far as three miles and 
getting to school on time was often a problem, 
especially during the winter. Fathers used horses to 
transport their children either in wagon boxes on 
sleighs or in home-made heated cabooses, which 
would end up being quite crowded with little ones 
who were picked up along the way. 

Life at Sand Hill School was quite enjoyable for 
most. Mr. Duchominsky was very instrumental in 
organizing various activities. One winter highlight 
was the annual building of a huge snow slide. As 
soon as there was enough hard snow, the older 
students would use saws and shovels to cut large 
blocks of snow which were piled high and frozen 
together with water. As the structure got taller it 
began to shape up to a genuine slide with steps 
leading up to the top. The children would come 
equipped with sleds and toboggans. Going up the 
steps was difficult, but going down the long icy slide 
was worth all the effort. 

Noon hour soccer games provided a lot of 
excitement on the large school years. 

An important activity was the piling and 
bringing in of the wood supply which was necessary 
for the wood-burning furnace. Mr. Duchominsky's 

wood shack was always filled with split wood. This 
shack was also an ideal hiding place for hide and seek 
games. 

The old reliable wood furnace hada water pan 
on top which served as a place to heat their jars of 
cocoa. The lids of the jars were loosened to make 
sure the jars would not crack. 

Christmas at Sand Hill School began in 
November of each year as plans were made for the 
annual Christmas Concert. There were plays, 
choirs, and skits. Most enjoyable was the singing of 
Ukrainian and Polish carols. 

Concert day was exciting as the final rehearsal 
was held on the newly set up stage. In the evening a 
packed school room enjoyed the performance and 
each year proved more beautiful. 

The year-end windup event was the trip to the 
zoo. Everyone hoped for a rain-free day as 
preparations were made for the trip to Winnipeg. A 
one-ton truck was set up with rows of benches 
topped with a tarpaulin. A special permit was 
obtained to get about 40 students by truck to 
Winnipeg. The visi t to the zoo was often the first for 
most and attending a western show at the Starland 
Theatre was a real treat. Among those who used 
their trucks were Mr. Peter Panas, Mr. John 
Krawchuk, and Mr. Frank Smolinski. 

All in alt John and Betty Duchominsky, 
together with their son Bob, had a large part in 
forming the beautiful memories of happy school 
days for so many students. Their contribution to life 
in Sand Hill will never be erased. 
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By 1920, the Beausejour Brokenhead district 
was dotted with the little red school houses, often 
coupled with a "teacherage". As there was a shortage 
of cash and transportation facilities were near non
existent, each area constructed a little cottage which 
was the bonus in lieu of high wages. Usually, in 
return for living rent free the teacher assumed the 
janitorial duties of the school. A glance at the map 
can pin point the rapid increase of these little 
institutions. In 1907 three new school districts were 
formed: Stony Hill =IF 1410, Golden Bay =IF 1448, and 
Iwan Ardan =IF 1427 - later to be called the Ratray 
School. Mrs. Kay Krawchuk of Beausejour recalls 
when she was a student in the Iwan Ardan school and 
Mrs. Bob Sherriff was her teacher. She explains the 
original naming of the school. The carpenter's name 
was Iwan Kozier and the day the school was completed 
was January 19, a Ukrainian holiday called Jordan 
Ardan day - hence, the name Iwan Ardan. Somewhere 
after 1910 the name changed to Ratray School. 
Between 1910 and 1916 schools at Molson, Green 
Oak, Cloverleaf. Juno, Smith Siding and Brightstone 
opened their doors to remain vital institutions of 
learning until consolidation in 1961. In 1917 the 
Hazelglen School was built and we are grateful to Mrs. 
Anne Lucko, a long time resident of the area, for her 
following contribution. 

Mildred Krawchuk, 1938. 
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Rattray School. 

Golden Bay School, 1951. 

Golden Bay School. 
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HAZELGLEN 
Hazelglen, a borderline community shares its 

activities with two municipalities. It is a small 
community consisting of mainly a school located in 
Brokenhead Municipality and a store and a snack 
shop added later in the Springfield area, both of 
which serve a mixed farming area. 

The first families to settle in the Hazelglen area 
were Mrs. Nick Krupka and two children and Mr. and 
Mrs. Niemczak and family. They migrated from 
Austria (Poland) in 1904 or there about. The Krupkas 
settled where Joe Mozel lives now. The Niemczaks 
settled where Walter Masnyk lives now. In 1906 Mr. 
and Mrs. Nick Lucko and three children emigrated 
from Poland (Austria) and settled across the road from 
the Niemczaks. Mr. Dmytro Mozel who was Mrs. 
Lucko's brother also came with them. Others who 
came were Mr. Mike Kochuk and Mr. Lawrence Chay. 
In 1908 came Onisko Ryback, then year after year 
more and more settled in the area with the names 
Lashyn, Bialek, Keba, Waroniak, Nimchuk, Klas, 
Zomber, Kozie, Onisko, Swaluk, Pook, Watsko, Ostrawski, 
Kusyk, Simcoe, Sawchuk, Wojchechowski and others. 

Many of these early settlers cleared land for 
farming and the men used to walk to Garson Quarry (7 
miles) to earn money by cutting limestone. There 
were no roads so they walked by following trails 
through the bush and meadows. Onisko Ryback used 
oxen to work on the road and his farm. 

The children walked to Sapton School which 
was three miles west of where Hazelglen School was 
built later. In 1917 the residents of the district 
decided they needed a school of their own, so 
Lawrence Chay and Steve Watsko approached the 
residents for their signatures on a petition to have the 
building of a school approved. The Department of 
Education approved the building of a school and the 
following debentures were issues. 

A one room school was built in 1917 by 
contractor John Watsko of Winnipeg. There was an 
official trustee by the name of Mr. Tomlinson and 
later Ira Stratton. In 1921 the school district of 

Hazelglen 41= 1858 was incorporated. The first board 
consisted of Steve Lucko (Sec.Treas.), Lawrence Chay, 
Steve Watsko, and Mike Zomber. The same year a 
teacherage was also built. The Minister of Education 
then was Mr. Fletcher. 

The first school had one room with a wood 
burning furnace and outside toilets. There were as 
many as 60 or 70 students at one time and some sat on 
blocks of wood. During the winter in the late twenties 
and early thirties, some teachers had night classes for 
adults. The school was also the place where concerts 
and dances were held. 

Over the years the following teachers taught at 
the Hazelglen School; the first teacher was Miss 
Johnson and the others are named not necessarily in 
the order they appeared on the school register: Miss 
Johnson, Mr. Binkley, Mrs. Adolphson, Wm.Tanchak, 
John Kalinsky, Mike Koziar, Emil Lucki, Anne Metzak, 
Frances Hnatyshin, Julia Rychlik, Mary Nazarewich, 
Gregory Marko, Rosalie Golebioski, Ruth Emisch, 
Mary Loewen, Morris Hryhor, Audry Warren, Laura 
Armstrong, George Colton, Peter Mikoloyenko, J.E.S. 
Evanchuk, George Reimer, Bella ??????? 

The old school was sold for $300.00 to Mike 
Wawryshin of Tyndall, where it was moved and where 
it is still used as a parish hall. A new school was built 
in 1955 at a cost of $13,000.00 and when the large 
school divisions were formed, the school was no 
longer used as the children were taken by bus to 
larger centres. The school was sold to Eddie Nowicki 
for about $3,600.00 and was remodeled into a house. 

The last school board was Wm.Lucko (Sec.Treas.), 
E. Shumilak, Frank Ewasko and Mike Chay. 

The first settlers in Hazelglen were predom
inently of Polish and Ukrainian origin. Today it is a 
league of nations with many different ethnic back
grounds. The first car was owned by Mr. Steve 
Watsko, an old McLaughlin he bought from his 
brother, John. The first truck was owned by Mr. Steve 
Lucko in 1929. The first tractor and threshing 
machine was also owned by Steve L ucko in 1927. 
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Cloverleaf Schoo!. 

Cloverleaf School, 1947. Rose Shu!. 

Hazelglen. 

259 



Indeed 1917 must have been a bumper crop 
year because Brodie, Bonar Law, Buchan, White 
Poplar, and Woodrow schools had opened their 
doors to the young people of those areas. In 1920, 
Brightstar #2024 joined the district and remained 
opened until it too became part of consolidation. 
The last article printed in the "Beaver" on this school 
comments on the mixed emotions of the people 
when their school wasclosed.ln 1939Plewes School 
was built and last but not least, in 1962 the Hofer 
School opened, and remains the only little one room 
school in our district. That is not to say that we have 
closed every school in the district. Those are the 
schools for which we had dates but the people of 
Glen Moor, North and South Thalberg were also 
into the act. Bright Star. 

Another "Little Red School House" 
Closes Its Doors To The Three "Rs" 

On Sunday afternoon. June 23. seventy-six 
parents. pupils and former pupils gathered at the 
Bright Star School to honor their teacher since 1950. 
Miss Sophie Galka. with a surprise tea party. Mrs. V. 
Bretchka pinned the corsage of beautiful red roses on 
the honored teacher while the guests sang "For She's 
A Jolly Good Fellow". 

On behalf of the guests. Mr. A. Thorarinson. 
who served on the school board for many years. 
presented Miss Galka with a lovely off-white set of 
luggage. an engraved silver plate and a set of silver 
coffee spoons. Mr. B. Banash. also a member of the 
school board. was the master of ceremonies. He 
called on Mrs. J. Hunchuk. a former pupil. who gave a 
touching speech about our "Little Red School House" 
closing its doors. 

Mr. B. Banash then called on former and 
present pupils. also older citizens. Each brought out 
their memories. many were humorous which were 
enjoyed by all present. Miss S. Galka then expressed 
her thanks of appreciation. Her former pupils now 

make their homes in many parts of Canada. from Lac 
du Bonnet, Manitoba to Watson Lake in the Yukon. 
Miss Galka stated she is happy and proud of her 
former students who are now diesel and auto mechanics. 
electronic and microwave technicians. teachers. sec
retaries. I.M.B. operators. happy home makers. and 
university students. Some are attending Beausejour 
Collegiate. 

The Bright Star School was opened forty-eight 
years ago and has seen many changes in that period. 
Among the guests were Mr. M. Wasylik. Mr. H. 
Burkowski and Mr. J. Bunio who were part of the class 
that attended that first day. Miss Galka's pupils. the 
little Zarvie twins. said Grace after which a delicious 
lunch was served. 

The hostesses for the afternoon were Mesdames 
H. Bretchka. E. Zarvie. B. Banash. M. Wasylik. B. 
Wasylik. L. Armstrong. A. Thororinson. F. Burkowski 
and J. Yokimas. The guests all joined hands and 
formed a circle and "Auld Lang Syne" brought the 
happy afternoon with many memories to a close. 
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White Poplar. White Poplar School May 9,1967. 
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North and South Thalberg. Green Oak. 
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WoodRow. Glenmoor. 
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While schools were being erected to provide 
education for the rural children of the district, the 
Town of Beausejour was also opening its door of the 
little red school house. In 1889 the Beausejour 
School District #609 was a little one room building at 
the corner of highways 44 and 12, near the present 

Municipal Office. The first teacher was Mrs. Annie 
Howland, who was followed by Elizabeth McPhail. 
Miss McPhail returned to Beausejour in 1912 as Mrs. 
George Green, wife of the first elevator agent of the 
Lake of the Woods Grain Company. Indeed, we share 
with you her "Reflections" of that time. 

Reflections 
By Elizabeth Green 

As one of the early teachers in the little red 
school (was it red?) at the Mile Corner, a request has 
been made for an article on the same, hence, the 
following memories have been resurrected which will 
include part of a year of the first half decade of the 
1890's. 

The first pupil who comes to mind is that of 
little, chunky, red-cheeked Charlie Howland with the 
flashing brown eyes and rather husky little voice. 
Even now, his voice comes back quite clearly defending 
his action of - was it dipping into his lunch at recess -
by stating his idea of good living in these words 'eat 
little and eat often'. 

Charlie had something in common with the 
pioneer settler Mr. Campbell, whose name is per
petuated in that beautiful spot known as Campbell's 
Grove. They each had a pet recitation. At every 
entertainment Mr. Campbell rendered his, and it 
would have been considered a great affront indeed 
were he not asked to give his masterpiece. The name 
or title of this had escaped me, but have since been 
reminded it was "The Old Sark Sleeve", the content of 
this is forgotten, but little Charlie's went like this: 
Muzzer's got a baby, ittle bit 0' sing. 
Sink I could almost put him froo my rubber ring, 
Ain't he awful ugly? 
Ain't he awful pink? 
Come straight down from Heaven, zat's a fib I sink. 
Doctor told a nuzzer awful lie-
My nose ain't out of joint, 'zat ain't why I cry. 
It's sending me out with Biddy, every single day, 
At's a good boy Charlie, run away and play. 
Sink I ought to love him? No, I won't so zare, 
Nasty cryin' baby, ain't got any hair. 
Got all my nice kisses, got my place in bed, 
I sink I'll take my drum stick, and beat him on the head. 

In fairness to Charlie, it must be stated that the 
sentiment in this was not at all that of his feeling 
toward his wee baby brother Ernie, then at home. 

Then there was Charlie's sister Ceclia, and a 
serious minded hard working pupil, just as serious 
and hard working as she is today. 

Then came the then great event of taking 
teacher home for supper where a most pleasant 
evening was spent despite the fact of having to wait 
for an extremely long time for the supper. This delay 
was because of poor wood, wet green wood, which 
absolutely refused to give sufficient heat. Finally Mr. 
Howland came in with an armful of good wood, and 
there is a vivid picture of him before me now with the 
wood in his arms and saying - "the next woman I get 
will have the supper ready on time" and the immediate. 
retort of Mrs. Howland "the next man I have will see 
that I have the proper wood to have the supper on 
time". 

The home was a small one, and if memory 
serves me right, was by the river and its whole setting 
was that of tranqUility and peace. 

The next pupil to come to memory's eye, is that 
of Melinda Bently, from st. Ouens. Like Ceclia a 
serious little person. A visit to her home is also clearly 
remembered. In the home was a child of pre-school 
age, who during the evening, became somewhat 
obstreperous and Mr. Bently, in trying to restrain him, 
said - "now here is the teacher and what a terrible 
thing she might do to him". Wonder what impression 
of a teacher was formed in that child's mind? The 
knowledge has come to me of this boy becoming an 
M.D. but dying at an early age. Mr. Bently is recalled 
as a genial host and Mrs. Bently became a special 
friend of mine. Am also told that later Melinda 
became a familiar and frequent figure as seen riding 
on a roan pony. 

Then Annie, later Mrs. Peter Heenan, and Gertie 
Fawcett, later Mrs. W. Laurie, who died at an early 
age, and at whose home the station house was like a 
home to me. It is really funny how certain little things 
will stand out in memory. This recolleetion is of 
Gerties coming to my desk at noon - we all, of course, 
took lunches to school - and laying on my desk a very 
generous portion of an excellent cake. What was it 
that a man - was it Jan rudd - said in Lorna Doone -
that forty years had not passed over more quickly 
than the flavour of that mutton gravy he had when a 
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boy, so the memory of that specially fine cake linger 
yet, and especially the happy expression on Gertie's 
face, as she handed it to me. 

Then the Gibson girls, Deena and Millie, at 
whose home an interesting evening was spent. Mr. 
and Mrs. Gibson provided the music for the many 
numerous dances we had, Mr. Gibson playing the 
violin and Mrs. Gibson the guitar. The Gibson family 
was one which had seen life in more phases than is 
usual. Both parents were born in England, and 
belonged to the 'affluent Society'. In fact, Mr. Gibson, 
on driving me home, in the rickety buggy drawn by a 
very bony, brokendown, horse, said that until he was 
21 years of age, the only hardship he knew was having 
to play cricket. Later his life was a series of ups and 
downs, and at this time he was experiencing one of 
the 'downs'. It was from Africa they came to 
Beausejour, and it would be interesting to know how 
this change came about. It is quite unknown to me, 
but the remembrance of how much they contributed 
to the pleasure of the district is vividly recalled, for 
we were a gay, merry, care-free crowd, with dancing as 
perhaps the main pleasures going to such in either a 
hay rack or bob sleigh, according to the season. 
Speaking of dancing call up Mr. Chagnon who, with 
all the love of merriment and gayety, so characteristic 
of his race, was ever ready, at the drop of a hat, to take 

In 1905 a cement block school was built in 
Beausejour on Second Street and was called the 
Kimberly School. At that time it was the "ultimate" in 
school construction. It was a two story building 
enclosing four classrooms with a basement used for 
utility purposes and a furnace room. Students of the 
time compare this section to the common students' 
lounge of today as that is where they secluded 
themselves for a cigarette. The most terrifying, yet 
exciting part of the school was the tin tubular fire 
escape slide and many children met those fire drill 
days with feelings of mixed emotion - mostly 
trepidation. 

down the stove and stove pipes - think of it, the stove 
pipes, the replacing of which was such a household 
bane - but nothing too much trouble to ensure an 
evening of gaiety. A supper in that home is recalled as 
one of many pleasant memories of life in Beausejour
Mrs. Chagnon, so full of gentleness and real refine
ment, the daughter Annie, a counterpart of the 
mother. Yes, a real treasure in memory s the visit to 
this home. What peace and tranqUility to the hub
hub of today's feverishness! There were two boys in 
school from this family, Fred and Frank they were 
generally known by, but one of them gave his name to 
me as Olivia, so it is as Olivia I remember him, and he 
was a faScinating pupil. There he stands in class 
dearly before me today, with his large, bright, flashing 
eyes, and all animation as one looking forward, so 
eagerly and trustfully, to the great adventure of life. 
His future is all unknown to me, but in retrospect 
cannot help but wonder - did life come up to your 
anticipation Olivia? 

Then there were the Moore boys, grandsons or 
step-grandsons of the pioneer Mr. Campbell, also the 
Campbell boys, John and Alex - possibly also Tom 
and Willie Hoban all interesting and well behaved 
pupils. DiSCipline was no problem at all, the dicipline 
then in the home being such that there was an utter 
absence of any trouble in the school room. 
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Grade 12 class 1939 (fire drill from basement classroom). Left 
to right: W. Splett, Pat Bethel, John Bethel, Hedi Lippman, 
Hazel Drysdale, Ray Bryk. 



1933 
Left to right, back row: Kubish, C. Craik, W. Shuster, A. 
Weselake,J. Waddel, M. Br, A. Meltzer, M. Demcoe, R. Lyons 
(teacher), E. Gellart, Burziminski. 

E. Jones (teacher), J. Pulfer, B. Wilson, A. Kaatz, Reich, M. 
Hoban, Kuchma, William Horodyski, W. Frankowski,I.Hayes, 
G. Fenning, D. Shuster, S. Drysdale, A. Omansky. 

Beausejour School staff -1937 
Left to right: Miss Burziminski, J. Weselake, C. Young, E. 
Slaughter, J. Haldorson, Martin, Mr. J. Wilson (principal), Miss 
Black, Mr. J. Muirhead, Miss E. Jones, Lavoie. 
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Left - R. J. W. Lyons (teacher) and righ t - Mr. Justic (principal) 
1933. 

J. Bethel, E. Bush, D. Borrowman, P. Bethel, J. Shuster, H. 
Drysdale, R. Bryck, W. Splett, B. Demcoe, B. Watson, L. 
Weselake, H. Lippman. 



Grade XII - 1939 
Left to right: Babe Demcoe (not seen), Hazel Drysdale, Pat 
Bethel, Bill Splett, Hedi Lippman, Ray Bryk, John Bethel, and 
Jerome Shuster. 

Kimberly School. 

As time progressed the school became far too 
small for the growing population. For many years two 
classrooms were located in the basement next to the 
furnace. The little red school house was moved into 
town and pressed into service. In 1921. a two room 
building was constructed on the site. followed in 
1940 with the construction of another two room 
building. Second Street now boasted of four buildings. 
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By 1945. grades one and two were housed in the 
building on the south end of the school grounds. the 
Kimberly School accomodated grades seven to 12. 
grades three and four were located next to the large 
school and the little school house was the grade six 
classroom. located at the north end of the grounds. 
As there was no room for the grade five class. the 
School Board was forced to rent the German Lutheran 



Church school to house this class. One may recall Mr. 
Henderson, the principal in the 1940's riding his 
bicycle to do a periodic check-up on this little school 
which tended to feel an independence from the main 
area. Lunch times and recesses were dictated by the 
whims of the teacher and the exuberance of the 
students. Of course no one ever heard the tolling of 
the bell from the Kimberly School. 

Miss Smith (Dorothy) - 1946-1947. Taken outside Tolosko 
residence where she had room and board. Grade 4 teacher
Doreen Kielback (left), Audrey Renshaw (right). 
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Beausejour School grade 10 - 1945-1946 
Miss Katazinski, Ray Gretsinger, Gladys Zderko, Alvin 
Hayes, Miss Lithe, Lois Pulfer, Leo Schade, Mrs. Donahue, 
Rachel Hoban, Anne Baranowski, Ruth Dugard. 

Miss King - grade 7teacherI949-50-backstepsofKimberly 
School. 



Miss Lyzun -1948-49 - Doreen Kielback. 

Grade 5 -1947-48 German Lutheran School 
Front row, left to right: Norma Klapprat, Carole Gretsinger 
(Hunchered). Second row: Florence Kalynuk, Marie Badran, 
Miss Riske (teacher), Audrey Renshaw, Arthur Jessie, 
Lawrence Plischke. Third row: Lorraine Lahoski, Elaine 
Duma, Gertrude Scheer, Herbie Litke, Albert Schade, Gary 
unknown. Fourth row: Edna Best, Sally Schultz, Joe Bialek, 
Donald Lakoski. Back row: Eleanor Hastman, Jean Stanger, 
Mary Lewko, Rosemarie Sokol, Gordon Reickseidler. 
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Halloween Picture 1948 (outside grade 6 - building now the 
Legion Hall). 

Grade one, 1937 Miss Halderson teacher. Freda Linke, Frieda 
Germon, Betty Englott, Lorraine Russell, Patsy Rosmus, 
Beverly Ann Riddel, Martha Beger, Jinny Boranoski, Phylis 
Horodyski, Kenneth McLean, Shelden Klaemon, Kenneth 
Honzel, Bobby Freison, Henry Pescetelli, George Kaatz, Jim 
Fenning, Allan Hoban 



School class about 1905. Female teacher a Mrs.Heenan. Left to 
righ t back row: standing, three lads in dark colours, two girls, 
one lad, one girl in white, then Sam Turner's daughter (long 
blonde hair), ??, Jessie Turner (turned under dark hair), seven 

March 15, 1922. Front row (seated) front to back: Fred 
Mackew, Bert Kay, Bertha Stepaniuk, Clara Greenberg, 
Beatrice Purdy. Second row: Rose Purdy, Bill Burzminski, 
Tony Bonner, Peter Owsianski, Mary Kososki, John Kubaka, 
Bill Weidman, Henry Sosnowski. Third row: Elsie Weidman, 
Stella Macasin, Dick Owsianski, Frenk Cherski, John 
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girls in white, Dominic Wyrzykowski in white, ???, Casimir 
Theodore Wyrzykowski (last lad standing in dark colours). 
Front row, sitting, tenth from left in white, Dolar 
Wyrzykowski 

Seraph in, Henry Seredynski, Peter Stepaniuk. Fourth row: Bill 
Shatkowsky, Julie Gensorik, Linda Storsley, Anne Storsley, 
Emma Froehlich, Lena Kubaka, Bill Wayne. Standing by wall: 
George Holowinski, Martin Ptashnik, Joe Kulbeda, Miss 
Dyma (teacher), Steve Toni, Casmir Englot, Duff Waddell, 
Henry Rudicavitch, Ed Chons. 



Ladywood School - Back row, left to right: Adolf Molinski, 
Eddie Swidek, Andy Lukie, Billy Lukie, Urbanski boy, -, Frank 
Chipelski, John Omichinski. Second row: Harry Phiefer, 
Albert Reich, Waldimer Chryplywy, Archie Neyedly, Joe 
Phiefer, Albert Molinski, Tom Mikolash, Charlie Barski, - . 
Third row: Evelyn Reich, Helen Shumilak, Rose Molinski, 

• Stella Holyk, Ka tie Halayko, - , Paul Struss, Harry Tonchuk, 
. - . Fourth row: Rose Phiefer, Mary Holigroski, May Gaugit, 

Urbanski girl, Mary Pennie, Elgie Tonchuk, Lillian Specht, Ada 
Dennis, Mary Struss, Dorothy Anderson, Helen Phiefer. 
Front row: Lilly Anderson, Mary Phiefer, Stella Halayko, 
Beatrice Barski, Ellen Tonchuk, Margie Phiefer, -, -, Evelyn 
Omichinski. 

Ladywood High School, 1929, teacher Miss Street. Mary 
Karpetz, John Ilchena, Eugene Karpetz, Charlie Molinski, 
Eddie Karpetz, Margaret Baker, Jean Halayko, Anne Klym, 
Jean Senicie, Mary Mroz, Beatrice Greschuk, Ella Tymko, Miss 
Greschuk, Helen Klym, Gertie Sternat. 

Beausejour Collegiate: Graduating Seniors -1959 
Back row, left to right: T. Galay, B. Hlady, E. Morris, G. Newman, A. Novotny, L. Scheer, G. Recksiedler. Front row, left to right: 
J. Soluk, B. Belton, L. Grapatin, D. Otto, A. Lachowski, D. Kosakwich, G. Radons. 
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Grade three, 1936, Mrs.Weslake, teacher. Bill and Elsie 
Germon, Ken Gretzinger, Ed Ketchiski, Herta Frailick, Elsie 
Best, Irene Helistski, Evelyn Hastman, Rose Kirchna, Linda 
and Gorden James, Howard Fenning, Steve Kuchma, Bill and 
Art Klapprat, Ruth and Ray Dugard, Celclic Langner, Olga 
Buyorski, Leonard Dumianski, Bernie Drysdale, Normon 
Pulfer, Florence Evechn, Jeanette Christie, Josie Englott, Tom 
Nedrvedski, Harold Kaatz, Emil Smith, Sam Rosentrater, Ed 
Kern, Julie and Ted Paulichen, George and Alfred Litke, Kreda 
Dubman, Loretta and Ben Rosmus, Reinhold Splett 
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Grade one, 1937. Miss Halderson teacher. Freda Linke,Frieda 
Germon, Betty Englott, Lorraine Russell, Patsy Rosmus, .. 
Beverly Ann Riddel, Martha Beger, Jenny Boranoski, Phyllis .. 
Horodyski, Kenneth McLean, Shelden Klaemon, Kenneth 
Honzel, Bobby Friesen, Henry Pescetelli, George Kaatz, Jim 
Fenning, Allan Hoban. 

Beausejour High School picnic, June, 1934 
Ted Owsianski, Mike Stepaniuk, Anton Bvrzminski, Pete 
Demarco, Anton Daskewich, Grace Crawford, Donald 
Caldwell, France Googel, Hugo Lippmann, Caesar Oszykow
ski, Mae Gurnik, Margaret Pescitelli, Josie Dennis, Bernice 
Szajowski, Agnes Getz. In back row: Angela Weselak. 

About 1936. Left to right: Fred Shushak, Alvin Getz, Bob 
Wilson, Bud James, Roy Watson, Jim Pulfer, Wilf Drysdale, 
Sandy Hayes, Ed Hutsal, Gordon Fenning, Bill Splett, Ray 
Bryk. 



Teaching Staff - period 1948-1951. Front row, left to right: 
Marie Donahue, Vera Blaker, -, -, Jean Lyzon. Back row, left 
to right: Bill Murrell, Stan Henderson (principal), Peter 
Kruzelnicki, Tom Donahue, Eddie (Adam) Nazarko. 

Beausejour fall - 1948. "Tom Cats" vs. Ladywood team. 
Barbara Leeder - umpire. Mr. Henderson looking on. 

Beausejour Collegiate: Junior Class -1957 
Back row: H. DeNeve, E. Witzke, J. Hoban, F. Ryplanski, W. Jaster. Second row: B. Small, M. Peitsch, H. Buss, G. Anderson, A. Zielke, ;i 
G. Peitsch. Front row: L. Wilgosh, M. Linke, B. Prettie, B. Kianski. 
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Rattray School, about 1939, Brokenhead. Front row: 
Lawrence Krawchuk, Raymond BealIy, Mary Dzioba, 
Caroline Duma, Mr.Michael Chuckry, Mary Stefanuik, 
Mildred Krawchuk, Jeanette Kowalchuk, Julian Duma, Gus 
Fiebelkorn. Second row: Edward Gmiterek, Benny BealIy, 
Rosalie Beyer, Eleanor Trojanowski, Minnie Kabaluk, Lena 
Stefanuik, Christine Fiebelkorn, Margie Zdrill, Helen 

New Green Oak School, 1930 with teacher Mary Karpetz. 
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Kowalchuk, Helen Gmiterek, Alice Krawchuk, Teddy 
Semchuk, John Semchuk. Back row: Albert Beyer, Anthony 
Duma, Stanley Trojanowski, Louis Baumgartner, Leonard 
Baumgartner, Joe Gmiterek, Johnny Golembioski, Edward 
Stupack, Ernest Stupack, Casmir Duma, Rudolph Nikodem, 
Julian Trojanowski, Fred Beyer, Johnny Kabaluk. 

New Green Oak School built after the first one burned. Mary 
Karpetz (teacher) travelling from Ladywood on skis. 

Early life of a teacher, 1941, East Selkirk. Pauline Copot, Olga 
Budinski, Mary Karpetz, Janet Kondratiuk. 



White Poplar School - 1927. Teenie Kozyra - teacher. 
Sewing class - made aprons. Left to right: Jean Okalita, Nellie 
Bahry, Mary Boyko, Olga Hudyma, Nancy Mazur, Ann 
Hladiuk, Sadie Bahry. 

White Poplar School, 1925 - Back row, left to right: Jean 
Okalita, Jennie Hunchariuk, Nellie Zarecki, Mike Sobeski, 
John Okalita, Mike Kulbaba. Second row: Teenie Lysak, Nellie 
Bahry, Mary Sokolowski, Steve Bahry, Stanley Smolinski. 
Front row: Bill Kulbaba, Cecil Novakowski, Olga Hudyma, -, 
Nancy Mazur, Rose Molinski, Helen Urbanski, Annie Hladiuk, 
- ,John Hudyma. 
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Eric Okalita, Emily Novakowski, Julie Torenson, Anse 
Sokalski, Connie Bosak, Valerie Bahry, Henry Mazur, Ernie 
Novakowski, Robert Novakowski, John Mazur, Eddie 
Novakowski, Roy Kryschuk, Loyd Mazur, Beatrice Bosak, 
Mary Sobetski, Lorraine Molinski, Linda Molinski, Annette 
Novakowski, Carl Sobetski, Larry Novakowski. 

White Poplar School,June 1967. Lastclass before school closed. 
Back row, left to right: Ronald Bosak, Elaine Bahry, Shirley 
Staska, Cathy Staska, Pearl Schyretski, Beverly Bahry. Second 
row: Ricki Mazur, Ernie Schyretski, David Staska, Helen 
Staska. Front row: Brian Molinski, Raymond Kereluk, Ned 
Mazur, Teresa Staska. 



Garson School, 1940. 

Last class at Brokenhead East School 1962 - Back row, left to 
right: Roger Kintop, Joyce Kasmerski, Denise Borkowsky. 
Front row: Dennis Heckert, Brenda Fiebelkorn, Harlon 
Kintop, Sandra Freund. Teacher: Mary Rak (not in picture) 

Beausejour Collegiate: Junior Class - 1959 
Back row, left to right: T. Graves, M. Peitsch, F. Kaatz,J. Wolanin, R. Riley, A. Hlady, J. Lesko. Middle row, left to right: F. Squire, M. 
Englot, V. Jaster, J. Bush, A. Funk, B. Kafka, D. Small, L. Bachman, A. Myslicki, J. Germain, S. Wenzoski, S. Storsley. Front row, left to 
right: J. Gmiterek, R. Herda, D. Rosentrator. 
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The most fearful of all visits to both teacher and 
students alike was that of the Inspector. who happened 
to be Mr. Ben Warkentine from 1941 until 1957. 

B. Warkentin, B.A.: 

BERNARD WARKENTIN is a native Manitoban 
having been born on a farm near Winkler. His parents 
were pioneers in the Southern part of the province for 
his mother came here in 1876 and his father in 1878. 
He received his education in Winkler Public Schools. 
the Mennonite Educational Institute. Gretna. United 
College. Winnipeg. Manitoba Agricultural College. 
and University of Manitoba where he obtained the 
degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1914. 

He began teaching at seventeen years of age at 
the M.E.I.. Gretna. His teaching career was interrupted 
first by his university work. then by service in the 
great war and. after that by some years in farming. He 
came back to the profession in 1931 as principal of 
Goose Lake Collegiate. Roblin. in which position he 
remained until 1937 . Mr. Warkentin was appointed to 
the staff of the Correspondence Branch. Department 
of Education when Grade XII was first offered in 1937. 
He remained in this position for two years. and in 
1939 was appointed acting Inspector of Schools at 
Portage la Prairie. In 1940 he was transferred to 
Dauphin in the same capacity. and in 1941 was 
appointed to the regular staff in Division No.19 with 
headquarters in Beausejour. 

Mr. Warkentin served with distinction for three 
and one half years in the war of 1914-18. He enlisted 
as a private in the Royal Army Service Corps. Before 
the end of the war he had won a commission in the 
Royal Garrison Artillery. Since the war he has been a 
member of the Canadian Legion. Another fraternal 
affiliation is with the Masonic Order. His son is now 
commissioned as a pilot with the R.C.A.F. and is 
serving overseas. 

Inspector Warkentin is by nature an out-door 
man. His vigor and stamina are great assets in 
covering a division that extends along the Winnipeg 
River. up Lake Winnipeg. and into the Central Manitoba 
mining area. He is fond of sports such as fishing. 
hunting. tennis. golf and curling. 

After serving the area for many years as an 
inspector. Mr. Warkentin became the principal of the 
new Beausejour Senior School for one year. He 
retired after that eventually moving to Steinbach. Mr. 
Warkentin can be remembered in the town for the 
jaunty walks he and his wife took every day winter 
and summer. 

School teachers grades 8 to 12 about 1947-49 
Back row, left to right: Tom Donahue, Guy Chauvier, John Chalaturnyk, Peter Feschuk, William Murrell. Front row, left to right: 
Margaret Black, Terry O'Neil, Inez Abbott, Elizabeth Horobetz, Helen Moss, unknown, Sonya Kowalchuk. 
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Throughout these years a predominant figure 
flitted about the scene. In the year 1920. Mr. Walter 
Brendt was hired as janitor for the Beausejour Schools. 
a position which he held until his retirement in 1957. 
Mrs. Vi Neyedly shares with us some ofherreminiscences 
of her father. She tells us that Mrs. Brendt and the 
entire family were recruited into lending a hand to 
"push the broom". sweeping classrooms. halls and 
steps. They also handled endless cords of poplar and 
tamarack wood to fire the furnace and the box stove 
in the little red school house. High school students 
dubbed Mr. Brendt as "Keeper of the Flame" in their 
year book in 1938. He had favorite teachers and 
students alike. Of Ed Schreyer he said. "There is a 
smart boy. He'll go a long way". Of talkative 
mischievous John Bethel. he said. "He could go 
places ifhe'd 'quit the nonsense· ... Several years later. 
Mr. Brendt was pleased to hear that John had chosen 
to go into the ministry. As the years progressed. Mr. 
Brendt was known to all the students as the truant 
officer of the area. Those last few days in June 
frequently found him at Hoban's Park emptying the 
river abruptly of its delinquent swimmers. 
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We hear that Mr. Brendt, the 
janitor, is dickering with some 
company in the city over the pur
chase of a complete suit of arm
our for his janitor duties. We 
don't blame him at all-just think 
what would happen if he ever 
fell down a flight of those steep, 
rickety steps in the high school. 

News is that Mr. Brendt is 
planning to conduct a safari to 
the darkest regions of the furn
ace room. He plans to do a little 
more rodent extermination now 
that peace and quiet will once 
more reign in the Collegiate. It's 
about time something was done 
about these ever incl'easing pests 
who are probably descendants of 
those mice who moved here 'way 
back in 1905. (We can just see a 
prize head mounted above Mr. 
Brendt's mantel!) 



By 1950. the school population had grown to 
such a degree that the situation had become critical. 
Indeed. we had just weathered the flood and the 
staggering increase in class size due to the refugees 
who were billeted in town. The teachers of that period 
have to be commended for their efforts in handling 
class sizes as high as 50 students. some without 
books and many students doubled up two to a desk. 
No doubt the room was "wall to wall" faces of 
children. Exhausted after this ordeal. the teachers 
found conditions of overcrowding had not really 
improved all that much. The Board of Trustees. 
sympathetic to their plight. decided to build a new 
school which would house all of the students in one 
building. The Department of Education was approached. 
but although admitting that a new school was needed. 
they did not think that the district could afford one. 
The Deputy Minister of Education finally agreed to 
come to Beausejour to study the situation. and 
approval was readily granted. 

The adjacent private property of the Seraphin 
family was purchased by the School Board. The 
Kimberly School was demolished. the two. two room 

Ed A. Keilbach, senior member of the school board, la ying the 
corner stone. 
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buildings were sold privately. One can be seen on 
Dale Avenue in Beausejour and is the property of Mrs. 
Adeline Post. The little red school house was 
purchased by the local branch of the Legion and 
remains on Ashton Avenue today as the Legion Hall. 
Work on the new building began in the summer of 
1951. It was to be of cement block construction. with 
thirteen class rooms. auditorium. principal's office, 
teachers' staff room. kitchen and furnace room. 
Modern plumbing facilities were installed. with the 
drilling of a well and the field sewage disposal system 
employed. This system worked well and seemed a 
lUxury in a time when the "outhouse" was the 
common facility in town. When the town installed its 
public system in 1957 the school was connected. 

The cost of the new school was $160.000.00. 
Debentures for this amount were offered to the public 
but were hard to sell. Finally, at a discount of 
$11,000.00 they sold. Fortunately, the school board 
had a reserve of approximately the same amount 
enabling them to complete the building within the 
limit set. Some years later, an addition was built to the 
south end of the building at a cost of $63,000.00. 

During laying of the corner stone Beausejour Elementary 
School, 1950. 

Laying of the corner stone Beausejour Elementary School, 
1950. Left to right: Leo Kaatz, board member; Wm. Lucko, 
MLA. for Springfield; W. Horodyski, board chairman; Ben 
Warkentin, inspector; Ed. A. Keilbach, board member; Mr. 
Miller, Minister of Education; Sid Meltzer, board member; 
Oscar Russell, mayor. 



Opening of the Beausejour Elementary School 
W. Horodyski, chairman: Rev. Peter Jaworski, St. Mary's 
Church; Chief Inspector, Mr. McMaster; Teachers Society; 
Rev. Moertelmeyes, Zion Lutheran Church; Telenko girl 
who cut the ribbon; Shirley Cryderman. 

Left to right: Fr. P. Jawarski, M.S. Chief Inspector; Mr. 
McMaster Sicy, Teachers Society; W. Horodyski, chairman; 
Telenko girl cutting ribbon; Shirley Cryderman; Rev. 
Moertelmayer, Zion Lutheran Church. 

Ceremony at opening of the school (1951) in the school 
auditorium. Mayor Russell addressing the audience. 
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Sadie Hawkins Dance - 1950. 

Graduating Class 1944 
Clarence Keilback, Murray Shuster, Pete Sawchuk, Anne 
Moertlemeyer, Francis Szajowski, Kay Demcoe, Irvine Rattai, 
Steve Baranowski, Bert Pulfer, Hugo Guttman (absent) 

Teachers - 1944 
Margaret Johnson (teacher, absent), Marie Heuchert 
(teacher), Anne Moertlemeyer, Mr. W.B. Doerksen (principal), 
Frances Szajowski, Kay Demcoe. 



Graduation - 1953 
Donald Drewlo, unknown, Steve Mazur, Evelyn Chonstkeiwich, Mr. & Mrs. Kublish, Mr. & Mrs. Kielbach, E. 
Kindefora, unknown, unknown, Herman Bush, Elsie Lithe, Danny Mosquin, Freda Zielke, Mr. Perrins, Shirley Flekke, 
Don Luy, Florence Steblie, John Uhl, Pat Neuman, Don Campbell, Ed Schreyer, Vera Rattai, Almer Dreffs, Alvin 
Stebbe. Left to right (sitting); B. Molinski, Paul Zydrko, Lavern Kielbach, Mr. Chauvier, Theresa Pshednowek, G. 
Reckseidler, Hertha Hintz, Mr. Dyma, Mr. and Mrs. Warkentine, Mr. and Mrs. Chalaturnyk, Mr. Mikelchuk, Verna 
Pulfer, Laurence Jurewicz, Genevierie Horod yski, Bill Kaa tz, Linda Beger. 

Grade 10,11,12 -1954 
First row: Verna Pulfer, Carol Gretsinger, Mr. Donen, Mr. J. Chala turn yk, Mr. M yrose, Mr. Wadsworth, Hilda Hintz, 
Marlene Langner. Second row: Evelyn Chonstkewich, Sally Schultz, Joyce Molinski, Lillian Beley, Virginia Luy, Ivy 
Radons, Marjorie Duke, Joanne Wielgosh, Magdaliene Schewe, Helen Soluk, Anne Okalita. Third row: Leonard 
Ottenbreit, Nettie Romanishen, Mary Schultz, Theresa Pshednowek, Ruby Nikodem, Elaine Duma, Jean Germain, 
Marie Badran, Erna Martin, Gertrude Scheer. Fourth row: Lloyd Rattai, Olaf Werner, Donald Luy, unknown, George 
Lucko, Robert Uhl, Steve Mazur, Lawrence Jurewicz, Gerald Rattai, Kenneth Rosentreter. Fifth row: Arthur Ott, 
Richard Ottenbreit, Herman Bush, Barry Kaatz, unknown, unknown Prettie, Gordon Reichseadler, unknown, Otto 
Kunz, Victor Beley, Greg Lawlor, Almer Dreffs, Harold Goritz. 
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By the mid fifties the school was again faced 
with the problem of overcrowding and bourgeoning 
class sizes. The auditorium was partitioned and 
served as two class rooms, the local Masonic and St. 
Mary's halls were pressed into service and rented for 
classroom space. There was a period of time when the 
arena also housed two classes. Fortunately, in 1960 
the government of Manitoba decided to consolidate 
the many hundreds of school districts into about fifty 
"unitary school divisions". Plans were under way for 
the construction of the new Beausejour Secondary 
School which would be located on Fifth Street South 
on 18 acres of land purchased from the Weselak 
family. Friday, September 22, 1961 was the date of the 
official opening of the school. Sixteen classrooms, 
two commercial rooms, two science rooms, and a 
large auditorium made up the two floors of the new 
structure. Mike Chambers, Vice-Chairman for the 
board performed the ribbon cutting ceremony. This 
was the first time that the people of the town and 
country worked together in building an institute of 
learning for their children. For the next five years this 
would be the high schoolfor the area covering grades 
nine to 12. 

The keys to the new high school were presented to the 
principal, Bernard Warkentin by Mr. Zunic of the Architect 
firm of Zunic and Sobkowich. 
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Mr. Bernard Warkentin is the principal of the new Beausejour 
Collegiate. The Agassiz Division Board appointed Mr. 
Warkentin to open the 26 classroom schoo!. He has charge of 
18 teachers and 450 students. 



A new concept came into being for our area 
with the school bus transportation system. Students 
were transported from as distant pOints as Stead and 
Gull Lake. As consolidation closed more and more 
one room school houses, temporary facilities were set 
up at the Secondary School. The school "huts" were 
passed into operation and grades six, seven and eight 
joined the high school area. Twice the Secondary 
School was enlarged with 1971 showing a gigantic 
renovation program. The school was expanded to 
contain a large open area, a theatre, a large library and 
learning resource centre, and industrial arts area both 
in metal and wood, two economics rooms - one for 
cooking and the other sewing, a large gymnasium, as 
well as additional classrooms. 

The administration of this system became very 
complex and no longer could be handled by an 
inspector who was responsible to the Department of 
Education rather than the school board. Mr. Joe 
Choep who had been Secretary-Treasurer of the local 
school board was succeeded by Mr. Jack Wade of Lac 
du Bonnet. In 1967 Mr. Laverne Cherrey became 
Secretary-Treasurer. 

Mr. Keith Long was the first Superintendent, 
responsible to the school board to see that their 
policy was carried out by the various schools in the 
Division. In the summer of 1969, Michael Czuboka 
was hired by the Agassiz Board of Trustees to replace 
Mr. Long after his resignation. Mr. Czuboka had been 
the Principal of the T. A. Neelin High School in 
Brandon. The Board also hired Mr. Ernest Hafichukas 
the Assistant Superintendent of the Division. He had 
been the PrinCipal at the Pilot Mound School. 

In 1974, the new Divisional office was built on 
Fifth Street in Beausejour for $83,000.00. It proved to 
be a wise investment in as much as construction costs 
more than doubled within a few years. The Division, 
as a result, was no longer required to pay rent. The 
Division's auxilliary administrative and maintenance 
employees work out of Beausejour and its location 
here has been of considerable financial benefit to the 
area. A total of 11 employees ,Work in the office. 

The Beausejour Secondary School was later 
called the Beausejour Collegiate Institute, and then 
the Beausejour Senior School. In December 1979, the 
official renaming of the school was held honoring our 
Governor General Edward Schreyer. 
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It was a typical Manitoba winter day, when the Governor General, his wife, Lily, and daughter, Lisa,arrivedat the school. They were met 
by an honor guard of the local Air Cadet squadron and piped into the school. A delegation of school trustees, the superintendents and the 
administration were there to greet the honored guest. During a tour of the school the Governer General was delighted with the display 
depicting his life. He then addressed the elementary students who were assembled in the school auditorium. Following that the official 
ceremonies were conducted in the gymnasium filled with students and invi ted guests. 
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Today the elementary school employs one 
teaching principal. Mr. Al Tymko who has been with 
the school for better than a decade, one Vice
Principal. 22 teachers, two teachers' aides, one sec
retary and it has an enrolment of 450 students from 
kindergarten to grade four. The Edward Schreyer 
School has one Principal. Mr. Jim York, two Vice
Principals, Mr. Henry Kazina and Mr. Fred Kraynyk, 
43 teachers, three teachers' aides, one library technician, 
one library assistant. two secretaries, and an enrol
ment of approximately 800 students from grades five 
to 12 (including a special education program). The 
head custodian of the school is Mr. Nick Stelmack 
who has been with the school since its opening. His 
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wife Nellie worked with him until the summer of 
1980. 

If one takes the time to go through the registers 
of years gone by, and the marvelous year books put 
out by the students of the area today, comparisons of 
family names and the repetition of these names is 
very apparent. Today, each child in the Beausejour 
Brokenhead distict, regardless of financial position or 
distance from school is able to receive an excellent 
education, adjusted to each child's needs. We have 
come a long way from the one room school house 
with its multitude of grades and its conglomeration of 
students to the modern facilities of today, but we do 
appreciate the fact that we got here, because of it. 



Sports 
By: Bruce Schade and Michael Czuboka 

Introduction 

The early pioneers from Eastern Europe did 
not have the time, energy or inclination to 
participate in sports of any kind. It should also be 
noted that the Europeans did not have any kind of 
sports traditions to perpetuate in their new 
environment. Team sports in the Beausejour
Brokenhead area gradually developed in the second 
and third Canadian-born generations. 

Hockey, baseball, softball, and curling were 
initially dominated by persons of Anglo-Saxon 
ancestry. Gradually, however, more and more 
people of European origins began to take part in 
sports activities, and particularly after more leisure 
time became available in the post-pioneer period. 

In the interval between the two World Wars 
(1918-1939) softball became popular on the playing 
fields of the one-room country schools in the 
district. Recesses and noon hours were used to play 
pick-up softball games, and many students 
developed their latent talents in this way. The pool 
of softball players developed in this manner were 
eventually organized into adult softball and fastball 
teams in the district. 

Baseball became a popular sport in the district 
after World War I. During the 1950's and 1960's, a 
number of very good baseball teams played in the 
district, but the 1960'S saw a declineinbaseballanda 
resurgence of softball and fastball. This was 
probably due to the fact that the schools continued 
to turn out large numbers of talented softball 
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players, and also because fastball and fastball 
diamonds and equipment were easier to acquire and 
maintain. Softball was also more accessible to 
female players. 

The first curling club was organized in 
Beausejour in 1930. Curling became a very popular 
sport in the years that followed in both Beausejour 
and Tyndall. A new curling rink was built in 
Beausejour in 1959. Artificial ice was added in 
Beausejour's curling rink in the 1960's, and this 
extended the season considerably. 

Skating initially began on the natural winter 
ice of the Brokenhead River. Beausejour, Tyndall, 
Garson, and some of the country schools 
maintained open air rinks. The Beausejour 
Memorial Arena, an indoor facility, was constructed 
in 1948. The post World War II years saw a great 
increase in hockey-playing in the district. 

In the early 1970's a number of individuals and 
organizations began to raise funds for the 
installation of artificial ice in the Beausejour
Brokenhead Memorial Arena. This dream finally 
became a reality in 1974, and the hockey and skating 
season was extended from about four months to 
about seven months. Most of the outdoor rinks of 
the district were abandoned after the installation of 
artificial ice in Beausejour. Young people apparently 
are no longer prepared to freeze their feet or to 
shovel snow in unprotected outdoor rinks. 



The Beausejour-Brokenhead Memorial Arena 

Construction on the Beausejour-Brokenhead 
Memorial Arena at 434 Ashton Avenue was 
commenced in 1948 and completed in 1952. 

The Beausejour-Brokenhead Memorial Centre 
Constitution said that the centre was constructed: 
"in order to establish a perpetual living memorial to 
the men and women in all the Armed Services, and 
in particular, those of the Beausejour-Brokenhead 
District, who gave their lives in the services of their 
country." 

The purpose of the Memorial Centre was: "to 
provide facilities for the men and women of the 
Armed Services who have returned to live in the 
Beausejour-Brokenhead District, and their children, 
and the Beausejour-Brokenhead community gene
rally, for social, recreational, cultural, scientific, 
educational, sports, and other activities." 

The first Beausejour-Brokenhead Memorial 
Centre Board was made up of the following 
members: Bert Larson, Sandy Hayes, Julius 
DeMarco, Leo Kaatz, Ervin Kaatz, Ivan Ridley, and 
Lew Pulfer. 

During the 1960's the arena building 
deteriorated badly. In the early 1970's a new Arena 
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Board decided that extensive renovations were 
necessary. Mike Czuboka was President of the 
Board, and he also became the "Chairman of the 
Artificial Ice Committee." Grants were obtained 
from the Province of Manitoba, T own of 
Beausejour, and Rural Municipality of Brokenhead. 
Funds were also raised by holding social functions 
and raffles. About $85,000 was spent on artificialice 
and renovations. The official opening ceremony 
was held on January 26,1975. 

Len Drewlo was the contractor responsible for 
these renovations. Some of the Committee 
members at this time, besides President Mike 
Czuboka, were: Lawrence Hamende, Don MacLean, 
Bill Uskoski, and Neil Ross. Tony Bergman and Al 
Weilgosh had been instrumentalin putting on a new 
roof. 

The following members were elected to the 
Beausejour-Brokenhead Memorial Arena Board on 
September 21, 1981: Gerry Graves, Jim Mills, 
Marge Puhacz, Allen Wielgosh, Robert Carlson, 
Stan Wilgosh Jr., Jack Dillabough, Clarke Speers, 
Walter Staniuk, Dean Couvier, William A. Litke, 
Ron Cameron, Donald Mazur, and William Kozyra. 



Saturday, January 5,1974 

Artificial ice next 
Beausejour thinks big 

By ED DEARDEN 
Tribune Sports Writer 

Artificial ice plants are poppin' up all 
over rural Manitoba these days, so why 
not one in Beausejour? 

Beausejour, self-proclaimed snow
mobile capital of Canada, has a refurbished 
regulation arena and if chairman Mike 
Czuboka and his committee has its way, a 
new ice-making plant will be installed this 
summer. 

Details were revealed Friday at a 
noon-hour press conference. 

The Beausejour-Brokenhead Me
morial Centre, 35 miles from Winnipeg, 
recently spent $50,000 in renovations
new rink boards, stands, mercury vapour 
lights, etc. 

Hamlets like Pinawa, Pine Falls, 
Selkirk, Gimli and Steinbach all have 
artificial ice, so why not Beausejour, 
popula tion 2,400 with a big rural drawing 
area adding 5,000 more. 

The arena ice surface measures 
approximately 85 x 200, which is 
regulation or close to it, houses 1,200, 
including standees, and seats 200 for 
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banquets, etc. in the auditorium. 
Target date for installation is spring 

of this year. Depending on whether one 
or two plants are installed, cost will 
border between 60 and $80,000. 

Commented chairman Mike Czu
boka yesterday: 

"To help finance this venture we've 
already made application to the Lottery 
Commission for a grant, as well as the 
Municipal Loan Fund. The Canadian 
Power Toboggan Association has made a 
sizeable contribution, while the RCMP 
and our Lions' Club are also active. 

"The weekend of} an. 11-12 has been 
termed Ukrainian New Year's Celebra
tion. The Manitoba Old timers hockey 
team, featuring Bill Juzda, Billy Mosienko, 
and Eddie Mazur, just to mention three, 
will play our Beausejour Beavers Jan. 11 
(game time 8 p.m.). Beavers play in the 
Northeastern Intermediate League. The 
Saturday night (Jan. 12) will see a big 
dinner in the auditorium." 

Serving on the committee headed by 
Czuboka, superintendent Agassiz School 
Division, are Lawrence Hamende, Neil 
Ross, Ernie Hilland, Mrs. SiggiWalterson 
and Wayne Moore. Assisting with 
publicity is Mrs. Jo Hillier from the 
Beausejour Beaver. 

- Winnipeg Tribune 



Saturday, January 5, 1974 

Oldtimers WiHAidBeausejour Campaign 

The Town of Beausejour, already 
recognized as the snowmobile capital of 
the western world, intends to branch out 
into the artificial ice league. 

To this end, Mike Czuboka, a 
tireless worker on behalf of sport, when 
he isn't fulfilling his duties as superinten
dent of the Agassiz School Division, 
heads up a committee bent on raising the 
funds necessary to equip the Beausejour
Brokenhead Memorial Centre with an 
artificial ice plant. 

To this end again, Czuboka has 
recruited the assistance of the Manitoba 
Oldtimers Hockey Club, under the 
management of Moanin'Joe Mathewson 
and the spiritual and athletic direction of 
Billy Mosienko. 

Mathewson, MosienkoandMolson's 
public relations buzz-saw, Eddie Mazur, 
confirmed Friday that the Old timers will 
play an exhibition game in the Beausejour 
rink next Friday night against the 
Beausejour Beavers of the North East 
Manitoba Intermediate League. 

Game time will be 8 p.m. and all 
proceeds (the Oldtimers take nothing but 
handshakes and pats on the back) will be 
turned over to Czuboka and his artificial 
ice committee. Working with him on that 
committee, by the way, are N. Ross, E. 
Hilland, L. Hamende, S. Walterson and 
W.Moore. 

They hope to float $60,000 to 
$80,000 for the installation of the plant 
and have already received $1,000 from 
the Canadian Power Toboggan Cham-
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pionships and $400 from the RCMP 
Beausejour detachment. 

They have, in addition, applied for 
a grant from the Manitoba Lotteries 
Commission, and plan to do the same 
with the Municipal Loan Fund. 

There has been $15,000 spent on 
renovations to the present building, 
which can accommodate about 1,200 
people, and now an artificial ice plant 
would be the crowning touch. 

As Czuboka points out: "There is a 
popula tion of 2,400 in Beausejour proper, 
but the rink, properly equipped, could 
cater to almost 10,000 people in the 
immediate area. Also, the concrete floor 
that goes with the plant would make the 
arena building multi-purpose, especially 
in the summer months." 

He adds that Pinawa, Pine Falls, 
Selkirk, Gimli, Steinbach ... just about 
every major town in the area, all have 
artificial ice and can begin skating and 
hockey early in October, whereas "our 
kids have about four months less ice time 
each year." 

So the Oldtimers-Beavers clash 
next Friday night will kick off the ice plant 
campaign in earnest. 

Adding a little glamour to the 
occasion will be the fact that it will be tied 
in with a Ukrainian New Year's celebra
tion held annually in the town. That is 
scheduled for Saturday, but just to warm 
up to the affair, there will be a Ukrainian 
dinner and social gathering following the 
hockey game Friday. 

The public will be invited and a 
limited number of tickets will be on sale. 

- Winnipeg Free Press 



Beausejour Curling Club 

CHARTERED MEMBERS: 
D. Bethel T. Habing 
Wm. Craik R. Hayes 
G. Caldwell G.M. Huntley 
Wm. Black A. Larson 
Wm. Demko I. Meltzer 
H.E. Drysdale A. Nemirovsky 
E.S. Nixon A. Waddell 
A. Gretsinger D. McAlister 
T.T. Wyrzykowski M.H. Hoban 
L.J. Pulfer W.G. Riddell 
W.R. Sheriffs J.V. Turner 
A. Tony T.W. Dugard 
D.A. Wyrzykowski 

After the Curling Club's inauguration in 
Fe bruary of 1930, plans were made to erect a rink. A 
one sheet rink was erected on the land that now 
houses the Beausejour-Brokenhead Memorial 
Arena. An icemaker-caretaker was hired and paid 
on a monthly basis. He was to receive $20 for the 
first month of operations and $15 per month 
thereafter. Curling fees were set for both men and 
women. They were $2 per season if you owned your 
own rocks; otherwise it was $5 per season for men 
and $3 for ladies. 

In 1934 an extension of the building was 
undertaken and an additional two sheets were 
added. There was also a spacious lounge 
constructed upstairs. In 1935 the Ladies Curling 
Club was formed and two leagues began. 

In 1959 a new rink was buH t with four sheets of 
ice. This is the rink that is still being used today. 
Artificial ice was installed in 1962, and in 1971 four 
gas heaters were installed to heat the ice area. In 
1974 insulation was installed on the roof of the 

Beausejour Curling Club -
Past Presidents 

1930-31 C. Caldwell 
1931-32 C.M. Huntley 
1932-33 W.C. Riddell 
1933-34 W. Craik 
1934-35 A. Waddell 
1935-36 J.R. Watson 
1936-37 F. Pettypiece 
1937-38 A. Cretsinger 
1938-39 A. Larson 
1939-40 F. Rumak 
1940-41 F. Rumak 
1941-42 E. Cretsinger 
1942-43 C. Shields 
1943-44 B. Warkentin 
1944-45 C.E. Turner 
1945-46 Dr H. Fishman & H. Drysdale 
1946-47 W. Shuster 
1947-48 P. Rumak 
1948-49 C. Shields 
1949-50 Cpl. D. Betts 
1950-51 A. Meltzer 
1951-52 R. Emberly 
1952-53 W.Schnieder 
1953-54 J. Leiman 
1954-55 A.W. Neyedly 
1955-56 R.A. Hayes 
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1956-57 C. Albright 
1957-58 J. Shuster 
1958-59 J. Shuster 
1959-60 E. Boyd 
1960-61 Dr. A.T. Turner 
1961-62 E. Walters on 
1962-63 J. Kines 
1963-64 H. Franzmann 
1964-65 R. Cretsinger 
1965-66 C. Baker 
1966-67 J. Szajewski 
1967-68 J. Szajewski 
1968-69 J. Szajewski 
1969-70 A. Wielgosh 
1970-71 C. Bush Jr. 
1971-72 C. Relf 
1972-73 A. Fedun 
1973-74 K. Allen 
1974-75 J. Rolfe 
1975-76 c.L. Cherrey 
1976-77 c.L. Cherrey 
1977-78 Mrs. B. Szajewski 
1978-79 M. Czuboka 
1979-80 Mrs. E.A. Nault 
1980-81 A. Tymko 
Present: 1981-82 D. Longmuir 



arena. Ice surface insulation was installed in 1980. 
The pipes and equipment were removed and 
styrofoam was placed on the ground. In 1981 the 

Curling Club entered a float in the Agricultural Fair 
Parade for the first time. There were 240 members 
at the end of 1980. 

$55,000 Curling Rink Opened 
A t Beausejour 

BEAUSEJOUR, Man. (Special) - '1n 
1929 we built a one-sheet rink, and a few 
years later, we got ambitious and added 
another sheet," said Mayor Bert Larson, 
one of the Beausejour Curling Club's 
charter members. And here the mayor 
smiled a little as he recalled those early 
days. 

Today the Beausejour curlers have 
one of the finest four-sheet rinks in the 
province. We've seen numerous new 
rinks in our travels, but the Beausejour 
rink is among the best. 

Yes, they've come a long way from 
that modest one-sheet affair of 30 years 
ago to the handsome rink which was 
officially opened Saturday night. 

And the curlers built the rink 
themselves save for the assistance of a 
master carpenter. They now have a rink 
of which every citizen in the community 
is proud of. 

It was a red-letter day Saturday 
when President Dr.Tom Turner and his 
colleagues invited a number of guests to 
celebrate with them the official opening. 

There are no pillars, so the rink 
presents an attractive appearance with its 
half-moon shape roof and good lighting 
system. 

As for the clubrooms its as fine as 
you could wish to see. The walls are 
panelled in light brown oak presenting a 
nice appearance. On the ground floor are 
six large windows for the convenience of 
the gents behind the glass, and there's a 
commodious lunch bar with all the latest 
fittings. 

Upstairs are the locker rooms with a 
large room for social functions and four 
big windows looking out of the rink are 
magnificent. The curlers of the Beause
jour club have done a swell job. They have 

By Scotty Harper 
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a $55,000 building and all it costthem was 
the price of the material, about $20,000. 

Cpl. Leach of the RCMP was the 
leader of the big voluntary gang who 
worked during the summer months. 
Among the amateur builders who were 
always on the job were Jerome and 
Murray Shuster, Arnie Meltzer, Sandy 
and Alvin Hayes, Marion Lachowski and 
Len Drewlo. 

Vice-President Eyfi Walterson pre
sided at the opening ceremonies, while 
President Tom Turner expressed his 
appreciation to the members of the club 
who had "built this beautiful rink". 

Mayor Larson speaking in a remi
niscent mood recalled some of the 
old timers who curled with him, Gordon 
Caldwell, Bill Cook, Alex Waddell, Anton 
Tony, Charlie Turner, Dr. Ridell, Alf 
Gretzinger and Louis Pulfer. 

Among those who spoke and added 
their congratulations were president Ab 
Brown of the Manitoba Curling Associa
tion, Fred Klym, Rod Ryland, Major 
Israels, USAF, Milner Ridge, Man, Ray 
Foubert and Ralph Butchart, Lac du 
Bonnet, president Jim Williams and Don 
Cameron of the Deer Lodge, Elmer 
Ketola, secretary of the Elmwood club, 
which sent a telegram of congratulations, 
Norman Smith and Scotty Harper. Piper 
John Ro bert son led the parade around the 
rink. 

Gordon Albright is secretary of the 
club and Ron Sanders, treasurer, and 
J.Kines is secretary of the club's first 
open bonspiel which starts Wednesday. 
The ladies' bon spiel will be held Jan. 23 
and 29. 

- Winnipeg Free Press: 1959. 



The Old Curling Rink in the 1940's 
The rink was cut in half, sold for $400, and hauled to Victoria 
Beach. 
Left to right: Ben Warkentin, Cliff Turner, Oscar Russell, 
Mike Stepaniuk. 

Winners of the B event in the Ladies Curling Bonspiel at the 
Base: left to right, Mary T ymko, Marge Bushby, Donna 
Longmuir, Mrs. J. DeMarco. 
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Flooding the skating rink ice in 1934 -left to right: Frank 
Winitski, Hugh DeMarco, Nick Rumak, Swaney Englot 
behind barrel. 

Outdoor skating rink in Beausejour - the last one of its kind. 
(Photo courtesy of Jerome Shuster) 

Three unidentified people are hard at work carting water 
down in order to start flooding ice for the Beausejour
Brokenhead Memorial Arena. This method was used until the 
installation of the artificial ice in 1974. 
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UKRAINIAN 
NEW YEAR 

· . Whereas many people of the Beause;our-Brokenhead district have traditionally 
celebrated a Ukrainian New Year in accordance with the Julian calendar; 
· . And, whereas, in recent times, the people of the Beause;our.Brokenhead district have 
attended a 'Ukrainian New Year's Celebration' as arranged by the Beause;our·Brok ... h,,", 
Memorial Arena; 
· . AnI, whereas thes, celebrations are really for our CITIZENS OF ALL ORIGINS; 
· . And, whereas, the proceeds of these celebrations have been and are directed towards 
the recreational needs of all of the children and adults of the Beausejour.Brokenhead 
district; 
· . We therefore proclaim the weekend of January JJ to January 13, 1974, to be the 
'Beause;our.Brolcenhead Ukrainian New Year's Weekend Celebration of 1974,' and invite 
AU CITIZENS of all origins to attend the Manitoba N.H.L. Oldtimers . Beavers hockey lame 
and Ukrainian supper on Friday, January I I, 1974, at the Beause;our·Brokenhead Mebtorial 
Arena; and the Ukrainian New Year's Party to be held at St. Mary's Hall on Saturday, 
January 12, '974; together with any other personal religious or cultural celebrations that 
individuals may arrange for Sunday, January 13, 1974.' 
· . Dated this 8th day of January, 1974, as calculated in accordance with the Gregorian 
calendar. 

"GOD SAVE THE QUEEN" 
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E.O. Walterson, 

Mayor 
Town of Beause;our. 

R. Stefansson, 
Reeve, R.M. of Brokenhead. 



Artificial Ice Chairman Michael Czuboka drops a puck 
between former N.H.L. star Bill Mosienko and Bill Wayne 
of the Beavers. This event took place in January, 1974, as a 

means of raising funds for artificial ice. The N.H.L. OIdtimers 
defeated the Beavers 12 to 4. 

Mr. Milt. nmn, 
Box D, 
Wheatlands, Man. 
ROK 2JO 

Dear Milt: 

- Manitoba Beaver photo 

Dec. 17, 19740 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding Artificial Ice. 

The whole project cost us about $S5,OOO. The money was 
raised approximately as follows: 

Town of Beausejour (MUnicipal Loan FUnd) •••••••••• 
R.M. of Brokenhead (Municipal Loan FUnd) •••••••••• 
Lotteries Commission (Province of Manitoba) ••••••• 
Various Local FUnd Raising Schemes & Donations •••• 

$32,500 
S,500 

20,000 
24,000 

$S5,OOO 

You also should notice that an Artificial Ice plant is fairly 
expensive to maintain. I would suggest that you contact the Town 
of Virden for maintenance information. 

Good luck in your project. I believe that it is really 
ltt'Orthwhile. 

Sincerely yours, 

~/4 
M. P. Czuboka 
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High school girls' hockey team somewhere between 1948 & 
1951. Front row: Linda Beger, Eleanor Litke. Back row: 
Laura Meyers, -, -, - ,Cora Smith, Hannah Litke, Betty 
Friesen. 
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Hockey on the Brokenhead near the Urbanski farm. 

1931 Beausejour Hockey Team 

1932-33 Senior Hockey Team in Beausejour 

Back row: Fred Gretzinger, John Cheop, Ed Gretzinger 
(Coach), Duff Waddell, Irvin Kaatz, Gordon Gretzinger. 
Front row: Henry Rudakewich, unknown Holowinski, Frank 
Cheop, Nick Rudakewich, Stan Englot. 
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1931 Beausejour Juvenile Hockey Team 
Back row: Ed Gretzinger (Coach), Nick Rumak, Hugh 
DeMarco, Bob Black. 
Front row: Frank Wayne, Bill Waddell, Swany Englot. 

C.A.H.A. DUPLICATE 
(T·) he sent hy Branch ~ecretary ()r I{cgistrar-Tre:lsurer to 

Oominion Regist'rar. \V. A. Hewitt. :\Iaple Lt'ai (;ardcns. T"fOlltIJJ 

Canadian Amateur Hockey Association 
MANITOBA BRANCH 

PLAYING CERTIFICATE SEASON OF 1934-1935 

Date of 
Birth 

Registration I 
Nll.Inber r. 

Series 
Arnat .. urCard I 
Nunlber, IH35 i .... 

This certificate is issued at the discretion of the Branch 
Executi .... e and is revocable without notice. 

'Chis Is to Certlfv that 

Mr. 

of ..................................... . 

of 

whose signature appears below', is eligible to play 
in matches fOT the' 

Hockey Club 

and no other club during the season of 1934·35. 

IJuring the past three years I have played w;th the following 
hockey clubs (name town (]I" city) 

1931-32 . 

1932-33 

1933·34 ...................... .... ............ ...................... . 
I have been a continuous resident of 

since ..................... . 
Tuwn Give date 

Countersigned, 

Rmurh St>,'r. tary or RPjithtrar·Tre:t9UI'I'r. 

This certificate and duplicates must be filled in with ink and 
returned to Branch Secretary or Registrar· Treasurer to be 

completed. No player can play without a certificate. 



The Winnipeg and DistrictIntermediate Hockey League Schedule, 1935-36 Season 

1. Fri. Dec. 6 Stony Mountain vs Weston Monarchs 8.15 S.M. 
2. Mon. Dec. 9 R.CM.P. vs Beausejour 6.15 Wpg. 

3. Fri. Dec. 13 Beausejour vs Stony Mountain 6.15 Wpg. 
4. Sat. Dec. 14 Buffalo Athletic vs Fort Garry Hawks 6.00 Wpg. 
5. MonDec.16 R.CM.P. vs Fort Garry 6.15 Wpg. 
6. WedDec.18 Buffalo Athletic vs R.CM.P. 6.00Wpg. 

7. Fri. Dec. 20 Stony Mountain vs Fort Garry Hawks 8.15 S.M. ,. 
8. Mon. Dec. 23 Beausejour vs Buffalo Athletic 6.15 Wpg. : 

9. Fri. Dec 27 Buffalo Athletic vs Stony Mountain 6.15 Wpg. 
10. Sat. Dec. 28 Fort Garry Hawks vs Weston Monarchs 6.00 Wpg. 

11. Mon. Dec. 30 Beausejour vs Weston Monarchs 6.15 Wpg. 
12. Fri. Jan. 3 Stony Mountain vs Beausejour 8.15 S.M. 

13. Sat.Jan.4 Weston Monarchs vs Buffalo Athletic 6.00Wpg. 
14. Mon.Jan.6 R.CM.P. vs Weston Monarchs 6.15 Wpg. 

15. Fri. Jan. 10 R.CM.P. vs Stony Mountain 6.15 Wpg. 
16. Sat. Jan. 11 Beausejour vs Fort Garry Hawks 6.00 Wpg. 

17. Mon. Jan. 13 Fort Garry Hawks vs Buffalo Athletic 6.15 Wpg. 
18. Wed. Jan. 15 Weston Monarchs vs Beausejour 6.00Wpg. 

19. Fri. Jan. 17 Stony Mountain vs R.CM.P. 8.15 S.M. 
20. Mon. Jan. 20 Fort Garry Hawks vs Beausejour 6.15 Wpg. 

21. Fri.Jan.24 Weston Monarchs vs Stony Mountain 6.15 Wpg. 
22. Mon.Jan.27 R.CM.P. vs Buffalo Athletic 6.15 Wpg. 

23. Wed. Jan. 29 Weston Monarchs vs Fort Garry Hawks 6.00Wpg. 
24. Fri. Jan. 31 Stony Mountain vs Buffalo Athletic 8.15 S.M. 

25. Mon. Feb. 3 Beausejour vs R.CM.P. 6.15 Wpg. 
26. Fri. Feb. 7 Fort Garry Hawks vs Stony Mountain 6.15 Wpg. 

27. Mon. Feb. 10 Buffalo Athletic vs Beausejour 6.15 Wpg. 
28. Wed. Feb. 12 Weston Monarchs vs R.CM.P. 6.00Wpg. 

29. Fri. Feb. 14 Fort Garry Hawks vs R.CM.P. 6.15 Wpg. 
30. Mon. Feb. 17 Buffalo Athletic vs Weston Monarchs 6.15 Wpg. 

SEMI-FINALS: 2nd and 3rd teams playa two-game total goal series. 
FINALS: First team plays winner of Semi-Finals, 2 out of 3 game series. 
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The following contributed to the Beausejour Hockey Club for the season 1935-36: 

Town of Beausejour ............... . 
Mr. McCarthy (Drewry's) .......... . 
J.M. Turner, MP ................... . 
John Molinski ..................... . 
M. Sparrow ....................... . 
W.R. Shirriffs ..................... . 
Mayor A. Waddell ................. . 
W. Bethel, Sr. . .................... . 
McLean's Wholesale ............... . 
The T. Eaton Co., Ltd ............... . 
B. & B. Transfer ................... . 
M. Stickler ........................ . 
Sutherland Cafe ................... . 
H.A. Dugard ...................... . 
J.W. Laurie ........................ . 
Paul Rumak ....................... . 
Dr. W.G. Riddell ................... . 
Mr. Shields ....................... . 
L.F. Bethel ........................ . 
H.E. Drysdale ..................... . 
L.L. Taylor ........................ . 
Victor Kanaroski .................. . 
H.H. Mitchell ..................... . 
A. Nemirovsky .................... . 
D.A. Wyrzykowski ................. . 
Wm.Craik ........................ . 
C.H. Bethel ....................... . 
Gus. Trithart ...................... . 
Alex. Girvitz ...................... . 
Steve Rumak ...................... . 
Leonard Drevlo ................... . 
W.E.Jones ........................ . 
L. Juravsky ....................... . 
H. Pearce ......................... . 
N. Cass .......................... . 

$50.00 

25.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

2.00 

2.00 
2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 
2.00 

2.00 

2.00 
2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 
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Gus. Nelson ................... . 
Frank Blue ........................ . 
Fred Rumak ....................... . 
FrankCheop ...................... . 
Isaac Gorenstein ................... . 
Alex. Adair ....................... . 
Mrs. Shuster ...................... . 
N.P. Neilson ...................... . 
Afriend .......................... . 
A. Blair ........................... . 
E. Barclay ......................... . 
N. Prychun ....................... . 
A. Goodman ...................... . 
Hannah's Garage .................. . 
S.Fahlen .......................... . 
B. Halgren ........................ . 
Joe Ewecsyn ...................... . 
A Shick ........................... . 
Julius Wielgosh .................... . 
Ed. Barrs ......................... . 
John Seraphin ..................... . 
John Engel ........................ . 
Arthur Drevlo .................... . 
C. Joss ........................... . 
Mrs. Nick Lysy .................... . 
Thos. Horodyski ................... . 
H. Rycar .......................... . 
Gordon Bell ....................... . 
Mr. Molinski ...................... . 
Pete Kubish ....................... . 
C. Englot ......................... . 
Pete Koslak ....................... . 
Mike Koslak ...................... . 
V. Coburn ........................ . 
Joe Engel ......................... . 

$1.00 
1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

.50 

.50 

.50 

.50 

.50 

.50 

.50 

.50 

.50 

.50 

.50 

.50 

.50 

.50 

.50 

.50 

.50 

.50 

.50 

.50 

.50 

.30 

.25 

.25 

.25 

.25 

.25 

.10 
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Jan. 20th., 1936. 

Sec. Treas. Hockey Club, 
Beausejou r, Man. 

Dear Si r: 
We hava henrd, indirectly, that you would like 

to hay!! a game wi th us. The feeling is mutual. 
What Nould you require in thA way of an expense 

guarantee? We think that ~t·35.00 should covee- .)ur expenses 
to Bea11sej{)Ur b, car. #3 high~ay is still open. 

If you will consider "the proposition and let us 
know at your eArliest canveniance if and when you cnn come, 
we will be obliged. 

You ra trul y, 

PILOT MOUND HOCKE:Y CLUB, 

Sec. Tceaa. ~ t'~ 
~, 
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HO ClffiY CLUB 

Dear Sir: 

Beausejou:r, Ma...'1., 
Nov. 16, 1935. 

No doubt you heard last year of the good sho-.1ing that 
was made by the Beausejour Hockey Club in the Intermediate 
play-offs when they went into the semi-finals and even 
defeated the wi~'1er of the league, but lost by one goal 
on the round. 

We are in financial difficulties at the present time, as 
we need new uniforms and equipment, and would be very 
pleased if you could see your way to let us have a little 
donation towards the same. 

Thanking you in advance, I remain, 

Yours truly, 

BEAUSEJOtJR HOCKEY CLUB, 

~ 2), /II C llJ.fST[,£, 

OFFICIE3, 1935-1936 

Hon. Pres •••••• J. M •. 1"..ll'ner, :~ • .:'. 
Hon. Vice-~res •••• Alf. Gr~tzi~~~r 
Presiient •••••••••••• ~. McAliste:r
Sec.-Treas •••••••••••• J. ~. ~heop 
1~anager •••••••••••••••• Jorl!l Cheop 
Captain •••••••••••• Stan12y :n~10t 
l'!ascot •••••••••••• Teddy CVTsi311.:i;:i 
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THE 

G. MC?LEAN COMPANY 
LIMITED 

WHOLESALE GROCERS 

a. ADELAIDE STS. 

WINNIPEG Nove ... ber 21, 1935. 

Mr. D. McAlister, Pres., 
Beausejour Hockey Club, 
Beausejour, :kan • 

.Jear Sir;-

Replying to yours of the 16th. We 
enclose cheque which we hope may be of help. 

Wishing you every success. 

G liILc L/.:::A 

Yours truly, .J 
The G. It.CLean*~rJC-'-'~ 

301 



IftitJ!tiP'~9 Ifr~'r···IJlr~~~ .. <£.'~tJttJJ~tt11f, ~~t~!j.fl~.b_ 
"" "!'t' .!i'''''' '/" .. ~." . ...,.. ',..' .. -

Mr. D. McAlister, 
President, 
Beausejour Hookey Club, 
Beausejour, Man. 

Dear Sir: 

WIN NfPEG\ ,., -- ~ 

CANAOA 
November 21, 1935. 

Replying to your letter of November 16th, the 
rree Press cannot make any contributions for purposes such 
as you name, becau8e if we did we would be inundated by 
similar requests from allover the West, and as it would 
be obviou8ly impossible to meet them all, our only alterna
tive in order not to be charged with making invidiou8 dis
tinotions, is to adopt a fixed policy of not contributing 
to any. 

Trusting that you will appreoiate our position. 
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CANADA 

ottawa, 
November 22, 1935. 

D. McAlister, Esq., 
President, Beausejour Hockey Club, 

Beausejour, 
Mani taba. 

Dear Sir: 

In the absence of the Prime Minister, I wish to 
acknowledge your communication of November 16th, and to express 
regret that it will not be possible to comply with your request. 

The fact is that the requests of a similar nature are so 
numerous from all parts of Canada, that Mr. King has been compelled 
to confine aQY small contributions which he may be able to make to 
organizations and causes within the constituency which he represents 
In Parliament, and the city in which he resides. 

You will appreCiate, I em sure, what the situation is in 
this respect, and will understand, I trust, why it is necessary to 
send this acknowledgment on Mr. King's behalf. 

Yours faithfully, 
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H. R. L. Henry, 
Pri~ate Secret~ry. 



Mr. D. McAlister, 
Beausejour, Man. 

Dear Mr. MCAlister: 

~'j1~ 
""!vlTOe 

DEPARTMENT Of" EDUCATION 

WINNIPEG 

Of"nCE Of" THE MINISTER 

November 23, 1935 

I desire to acknowledge receipt of 
your letter of the 16th instant, in which you make 
an appeal to me to assist you financiallY in respect 
to the 3eausejour hockel Club. 

I regret to state that it is not possible 
for me to help JOU at this time. You may be surprised to hear 
that I have a1readJ this year subscribed to at least twenty 
hockeJ cluos ana sAClting riruts, lIlanl of them in the subur-
ban section of my own constituency. In addtion t~ this 
appeals from destitute families, returned soldiers organi-
zations, Christmas cheer projects, etc., are reach1ng me .. ~ ..... 
at the ra~e of about five a day. 

Yours 

RAR:MG 
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Beausejour Hockey Team 
Back row: R. Black, D. Waddell, J. Cheop, S. Englot, S. Rumak, A. Englot. 
Front row: N. Rumak, M. Wayne, B. Waddell, D. McAlister, J. DeMarco, G. Gretzinger, 
H.Rudakewich. 
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1954-55 Beausejour Hockey Team 
Back Row: Ed Rewicki, Spotty Ott, Bob UhI, Benny Englot, Kaatz, Roy McMillan, Mel Laurie, Julius DeMarco, Bernie 
Seig Schewe, Gord Reckseidler, Herb Beger, Hank Yankowski, Drysdale, Ed Litke, Fred Litke, John Nordstrom. 
George Englot. Sitting: Wally Stupak, Art Bodner, Lome Rob, Mell Gunson, 
Middle row: unknown, Stankiewch, Ces McIntosh, Bill Joe Rewicki, Alvin Hayes, Don Schade. 

Grinning proudly, members of the Beausejour Hockey Club 
pose on the ice at the Memorial rink. The Beausejour team won 
the North Eastern Manitoba Hockey Championship when 
they defeated Pine Falls 8 to 5, on March 22 in the final game of 
the series. 
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Pictured here, back row left to right: O. Russell, President; J. 
Shuster, Secretary-Treasurer; Ed Litke; B. Drysdale; Ed 
Englot; F. Nelson; W. Ridley; I. Ridley, Manager; M. McMaster. 
Front row left to right: Stan Pastula, A. Bodner, F. Litke, J. 
Gmeterick, Ray Dugard, B. Englot,J. Rewucki, A. Wawryshyn. 



Beausejour Hockey Club 
Left to right: A. Schade, unknown, B. Ross, unknown, unknown, J. Nordstrom, L. Robb, unknown, W. Magura, R. 
unknown, M. Laurie, B. Kaatz, E. Litke, F. Litke, S. Schewe, Uhl, H. Beger, E. Rewucki. 

Cloverleaf Hockey Team, 1957 
Ed Shul, Mernie Hyrynk, Ken Regula, Bob Regula, unknown, 
Arnie Bethger, Andy Kula, Peter Kula. The goalie in front is 
Peter Slevinski. 
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Beausejour Beavers 
Lake Winnipeg Amateur Hockey League Champions 1963 

Winners of Oscar Solmundson Memorial Trophy 
& Thorvaldson Cup 

Top row, left to right: J. Wyslowski, E. Dreffs, M. Hrynuk, P. Ross, B. Litke, Jos, Szajewski, Dr. R. Giesbrecht. Front: G. Ott, 
Plitnickos, F. Litke, B. Ross, C. Kool, N. Ross, W. Wayne, B. D. Mazur, M. Trapp, H. Beger,J. Boily, R. Radons, D. Luy. 
Tymko, B. James, B. Groves, A. Linke, A. Tymko. Centre: R. 

1967-68 Beausejour Beavers of Lake Winnipeg Hockey League 
Back row left to right: Alvin Klapprat (Trainer), Elmer Smith 
(Manager), Dennis Sabovitch, Linden DeMarco, Dave Bush, 
Elmer Dreffs, Ed Sabovitch, DickJohnson, Don Hrynyk, Wally 

308 

Tainton, Don Koetke, Brian Kotchon, Boyd Diamond (Coach). 
Front row left to right: Bill Litke (Captain), Gord Ott, Karl 
Sobetski, Terry Wuzinski, Ron Radons,Ray Beger, Bill Wayne, 
Herb Beger. 

picture taken by Dennis Fuerst 



1968-69 Lake Winnipeg Hockey League Champions 
- Beausejour Beavers 

Back row: Alvin Klapprat (Trainer), Elmer Smith (Manager), This picture was taken immediately following cup presentation 
Dave Bush, Elmer Dreffs, Bill Wayne, Cliff Waytiuk, Ed in Beausejour-Brokenhead Arena, April 1, 1969. (Some of the 
Sabovitch, Karl Sobetski, Neil Ross. players had left the ice.) 
Front row: Cord Ott, Ron Radons, Terry Wuzinski, Don -picture taken by Dennis Fuerst 
Mazur, Herb Beger. 

~: 

April 1, 1969 - Beausejour Beavers L.W.H.L. Champs 
On April 1, 1969, the Beausejour Beavers won the Lake Litke, and Jim Kamaraus. 
Winnipeg Hockey League Championship, defeating the Cimli Middle row: Dale DeMarco, Ron Radons, Karl Sobetski, Terry 
Wolves 4-3. Beausejour defeated Warren and Stonewall in Wuzinski, Cliff Waytiuk, and Bill Wayne. 
previous series to advance to the Thorvaldson Cup final. Front row: Elmer Dreffs and Elmer Smith. 
Back row: Lionel Clements, Dave Bush, Don Mazur, Ed - Picture taken by Dennis Fuerst 
Sabovitch, Les Colmer, Cord Ott, Herb Beger, Neil Ross, Bill 309 



1975-1976 Midget Champs 
North Eastern Minor Hockey League 

Provincial Consultation Champs 
Back row: Bill Litke - Coach, Glen Wilgosh, Wes Hafichuk, - Manager. Front row: Dennis Draward, John Prettie, Glen 
Myron Hutniak, Rick Wise, Michael Hamende, Gary Bodner, Kostiuk, Greg Stepaniuk, David Otto, Brian Thomas, Graig 
Jim Turner, Brian Halowaty, Murry Shuster, Larry Szajewski Longmuir, Wes Warren. 

B "Div" Provincial Consolation 1978-79 
Beausejour Minor Peewee 

Front row, leftto right: Grant Mills-"A",JayJudge,JeffSmith, - "C". Third row: William Dyck, Raymond Litke, Michael 
Darren Oneschuk. Second row: Neil Armstrong, Richard Bukoski, Jamie Pastula, Adam Huber, Howard Siemens. Back 
Middleton - "A", Glen McDonald, Kevin Minarz, Carl Leochko row: Jerry Minarz - Manager, Jim Mills - Coach. 
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Les Colmer at the age of 15 when he played with the 
Beausejour Beavers. He played centre and right wing, on the 
line of Gordie Ott, Donnie Mazur. All three players were 
speedsters. They played the game well thanks to their coach, 
Mr. Bill Litke. 

1972 Beausejour Junior Hockey Team who won the 
Beausejour Beaver Trophy. 

Back row left to right: Seig Schewe, Mark Schewe, Wayne Front row left to right: unknown, Glen Beger, Graig Kelly, 
Frailick, unknown, Ian McBain, unknown, Jamie Kines, Bruce Wes Singbel, unknown, Todd Evecysen. 
Wilgosh, Stan Wilgosh. 311 



N.E.M.M.H.L. Atom Champs 1979-80 
Front row, left to right: Kenny Shannon, Richard Litke, Kelly Kanaski, Manager, Irvin Honke, Robert Koersvelt, Darren 
Weidman, Dwayne Armstrong, Andrew Middleton, Jeff Minarz, Jeff Crognali, Todd Kennedy, Robert Kanaski, Chris 
McMurrich. Back row, left to right: Assistant Coach, Stan Honke, Trevor Krawchuk, Coach, Bob Kennedy. 

Golden Puck Tournament Champions 1981 
Darrin Minarz, Jeff McMurrich, Todd Kennedy, Dwayne Robert Koersvelt, Chris Honke, Trevor Krawchuk, Manager 
Armstrong, Robert Kanaski, Ken Shannon, Jeff Crognali. Irvin Honke, Assistant Coach Stan Kanaski. 
Coach Bob Kennedy, Kurt Meisner, Andrew Middleton, 
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Beausejour Barons Midget Team who won the Scoring 
Championship. The trophy is presented to Garry Bodner, 
right, by Al Wilgosh, left. The presentation took place at 
Surfside. 

Speaking of All-Time ... itwasgreat 
seeing one of the All-Time Wisconsin 
W.C.H.A. All Stars last weekend at the 
Denver series. Norm Cherrey, one of the 
"Freshman Flyers", spoke briefly to the 
fans who selected him to their All-Time 
Team. Announcer Phil Mendel provided 
coliseum fans a few moments of nostalgia 
with an actual play-by-play tape of 
Cherrey's most memorable feat: scoring 
three short-handed goals in one game -
February 17, 1973. Cherrey is now 
working as a tax accountantin Milwaukee. 

For those of you who missed last 
weekend's unveiling of Wisconsin's All
Time W.C.H.A. All-Star Team here itis: 
Goalie .............. Wayne Thomas 
Defense ............. Craig Norwich 
Defense ................. John Taft 
Wing ................... Steve Alley 
Wing ................ Norm Cherrey 
Center ................. Mike Eaves 

- University of Wisconsin 
Hockey Bulletin, 1979 
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Best Badgers would be a dream together 

"111 play this team against any other team 
in the WCHA," said Bob Johnson, drooling at 
the prospect. 

"And you would have to agree it would be 
a pretty good game. I wouldn't mind having all 
of those guys around right now." 

Very few coaches would turn down the 
opportunity to skate Norm Cherrey, Mike 
Eaves, Steve Alley, Craig Norwich and John 
Taft in front of goaltender Wayne Thomas. 

As a unit they represent the best, the best 
six hockey players at the University of 
Wisconsin in the past 10 years. 

The fans selected them - the best Badger 
players since Wisconsin joined the WCHA in 
1969. 

Present Badger players were excluded 
from the balloting. 

"We sure would score a lot of goals," 
Johnson said. "The offense would be unbe
lievable ." 

All but Cherrey, who is an accountant in 
Milwaukee, are playing professional hockey. 
• Norm Cherrey, right wing, 1969-73, 
Beausejour, Man. - He was built like a fire 
hydrant. But he had the quickness and the 
explosiveness of a sprinter. 

Cherrey scored 66 goals in his career 
on a line with Max Bentley and Tim Dool. 
He was best known for his play when the 
Badgers were shorthanded. Cherrey was a 
gambler. In one game, in just one period, he 
scored.three shorthanded goals. 

"He had a great attitude," Johnson 
said. "He worked so hard for everything he 
got. And he loved to play the game. He 
even loved to practise." 
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e Mike Eaves, center, 1974-78, Windsor, Onto 
- He is the all-time career scoring king at 
Wisconsin. But offense was only one part of his 
game. He did everything well. He was the top 
vote-getter on the all-star team. 

"He WAS Mr. Everything," said Johnson. 
"He was one of the best kids I ever coached -
he was the easiest kid I ever coached. He was a 
smart player and he never got down on 
himself." 
e Steve Alley, left wing, 1972-77, Anoka, 
Minn. - A persistent digger. He rarely lost a 
battle in the corners. He scored 75 goals, 
mostly on sheer aggressiveness in front of the 
cage. He never gave an inch to a defenseman. 

"He always was positive. He played and 
practised the same way," Johnson said. "He 
was very emotional and very enthusiastic." 
eJohn Taft, defense, 1972-77, Minneapolis, 
Minn. - There was never a more consistent 
player on the ice. No matter what the game, or 
wha t the circumstance, Taft calmly did his job 
with little or no attention. 

"He always was better than people 
thought," said Johnson. "He wasn't flashy, but 
he was dependable. He was smooth. He played 
his own game, and never got riled." 
e Craig Norwich, defense, 1974-77, Minnea
polis, Minn. - Perhaps the most offensive 
defenseman ever to play in the WCHA. He 
glided out of his own zone and effortlessly led 
the attack. His revolving-door move -
spinning 360 degrees on his skates - left 
slower players on their heels. 

"He had great ability. He was super," 
Johnson said. "He could have played better 
center for us. He was like a quarterback - he 
read the play. And he made the play. Usually, 
the big play. 

- Capital Times, Madison, Wisconsin 
February 2,1979 



Beausejour Collegiate Teachers Schmockey Night 1966 
Gary Storsley, John McWilliams, Morris Kowalchuk, Mr. 
Johannson, Martin Okolita, Bruce Robertson, and Fred 
Kraynyk. 

Mothers T earn in Mothers vs. Sons Broomball Game. 
1971 

Back row: Jean Gretzinger, unknown, Lois Mann, Pat Schade, 
Jean MacLean, Esther Shuster, Pat Archer, Bev Hussan, Elsie 
Beger, Rose Stetz, Murray Shuster (coach). 
Front row: Cathrine McKolluf, unknown, Marilyn Stetz, 
Anette Hayes, Verna Evecysn, Doug Hussan (referee). 

315 



1975-1976 BEAUSEJOUR JUNIOR RINGETTE TEAM 
Back row left to right: Stanley Smolinski, Cathy Szalinski, Bonny Trombo, Suzanna Koersvelt, Kerry Kisiloski, Jo-Anne Shaw, 
Debbie Rattai, Jane Czuboka, Don Mazur (coach). Front row left to right: Diane Speers, Tamara Szajewski, Joycelyn Litke, Cheryl 
Dillebough, Ginette Tetreault, Lisa Babey, Nancy Speers, Debbie Graves. 

Beausejour Ringette Team: 1978-79 
Ringette became a popular win ter sport for girls in the 1970' s in Smolinski. Bottom row, left to right: Lisa Babey, DianeSpeers, 
the Beausejour-Brokenhead area. This team included, in the Nancy Speers, Cheryl Dillebough, Tamara Szajewski, Jane 
top row, left to right: Kathy Smolinski, Liana Bodnarchuk, Czuboka, Jocelyn Litke and Debbie Graves. Missing is Coach 
Bonnie Trombo, Debbie Rattai, Joanne Shaw, Sarah McLean, Don Mazur. 
Suzanne Koersvelt, Keri Kisiloski and Assistant Coach Stan 
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Eileen Copeland of Beausejour became the Canadian Ladies 
Arm Wrestling Champion in 1977. That same year she went 
on to place second in the Ladies World Arm Wrestling 
Championship. 

1937 Track and Field - Jerome Shuster high jumping. 

Dave Warren and Gary Stepaniuk watch as an unidentified 
golfer pu Us the ball on old sand greens of the Beausejour Golf 
Course. 
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Smith family from Lydiatt proudly display a sturgeon caughtin 
the Brokenhead River around 1934. 
Harry Smith, Mrs. Smith, Fred Smith, Frank Johnson, and 
Willy Smith. 

Beausejour Sand Pit 
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When one-piece wool swim suits were in style -1935. Left 
to right: Roy Watson, George Fenning, Jimmy Pulfer, Bert 
Pulfer (seated). 
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1967 Swimming Exams at the Beausejour Sand Pit. 

This photograph was taken in 1951, and shows the late Bill 
Renshaw and a Red Cross swimming instructor speaking to a 
group of Beausejour area children. Included in this photograph 
are: Audrey Renshaw, Joanne Wielgosh, Lillian Beley, Mary 
Schultz, Jean Germaine, Pat Relf, Lorraine Wilgosh, Judy 
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Tolosko, Gerald Plischke, Barry Kaatz, Michael Wayne, Victor 
Galay, Carl Galay, Don Manych, Lawrence Greenberg, Pat 
Rosmus, AI Tymko, Don Wojcik, Joyce Rewucki, Allan 
Wielgosh, John Dropaty, Boby UhI, Roy Duma, and others. 



Beausejour Ladies Baseball Team - 1928 
Left to right: Isabel Storsley, Martha Litke, Rose Winiski, 
Annie Storsley, Mary Burzminski. 
Seated: Lena Myres, Bertha Choep, Mr. Yule (Bank Manager), 
Margaret Hoban, Grace Maddin, Mary Weselak. 

Ladywood Girls Softball Team 1929 
Miss Schreyer, Lena Dennis, Mary Karpetz, Ella Tymko, Mary 
Sternat, Anne Mikolash (teacher), Elsie Dennis, Gertie 
Sternat, Erma Schweedic. 

1948 Beausejour Baseball Team 
Right to left: Pat Koslack, Jack Coughlin, Nick Rumak, Julius Drysdale, Ed Englot, Alf Modjeski, Ed Chmielnicki, Ivan 
DeMarco, Erwin Kaa tz, Ray Dugard, Gordon Morfoot, Bernie Ridley, Ralph Kubish, Claude Shields (Coach). 
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Beausejour Baseball Club 1950 
Back row: A. Hayes, C. Shields, B. Drysdale, W. Ridley, J. 
Shuster, R. Kubish, 1. Kaatz, P. Koshlack. 
Front row: D. Campbell, N. Kellett, W. Kaatz, S. Hayes, J. 
Coughlin. 
MIssing from picture: L. Modrzejewski, E. Wolonin, N. 
Neyedly. 

1953 Winners of the Brokenhead Baseball League Champion-
ship, Ladywood Athletic Club 

Back row: Donald Kunderman, Robert Bisko, Alex Kulbaba, 
Ernest Wilk, Stanley Smolinski. 
Middle row: Richard Kawecki, Steve Bahry, Ralph Mikolash, 
Steve Panas. 
Front Row: Ed Panas, Jim Mikolash, Rudolph Schweedic, 
Archie Chryplywy. 
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<you au co'tdia[[y inuih.d to attend the 

.1!ady wood !Ba1.eba[[ C[ub 

'J(J UuI.. 'lip BalttjUei and ~altce 

Saturday, August 20th, 1955 
PARISH HALL - LADYWOOD, MAN. 

Admission $1.50 

Includes all Refreshments and Lunch 

Ladywood Baseball Team 
1955 League Champions for 3 Consecutive Years 

John Barry, unknown Hladun, Ernest Novakowski, Martin Alex Kulbaba, Steve Bahry, Ed Panas, Jim Mikolash, Robert 
Omichinski, Donald Chipielski, Allen Trombo, Ralph Kubesh, Bisko, Richard Kawecki, Rudolph Schweedic, Ralph Mikolash, 
Mike Slobodzian. Steve Panas, Archie Chryplywy. 
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1965 Brokenhead Junior Baseball Team 
Back row left to right: Eugene Michelow (Coach), Harlen 
Kintop, unknown, Dave Hutniak, unknown, Doug Chorney. 
Front row left to right: Larry Boleschuk, unknown, unknown, 
unknown. 

Cromwell hard ball team after winning trophy for 
Brokenhead River league. Left to right: unknown, Henry 
Schreyer, Andy Ilchina, Herb Keletski, unknown, Tom 
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Weselak, Clarence Baker, Bill Kamaraus, AlfModjeski (below), 
unknown. 



1945 Ladywood Fastball Team 
Back row left to right: Larry Kubesh, Rudy Schweedic, Harry 
Phiefer, Ernie Novakowski, Ralph Kubesh. 
Front row left to right: Eugene Ferens, Henry Phiefer, John 
Bahry, Steve Bahry, Ralph Mikolash. 

BEAUSEJOUR FASTBALL TEAM (1960's) 
Back row left to right: John Kisoski, Norbert Sachvie, Don 
Mazur, Ron Buss, Ken Witzke, AI Tymko. 
Front row left to right: Carl Sobetski, Eric Fuerst, Larry 
Cyncora, Ken Magura, Ron Loeb, Wally Cyncora. 
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Beausejour Mens Fastball Team 1965 
Back row left to right: Art Linke, Steve Mazur, Elmer Dreffs, 
Bill Hodgson, Dale Demarco, Mickey Wolanin, Al Tymko. 
Front Row left to right: unknown, Larry Cyncora, unknown, 
Ron Loeb, Don Mazur, Garry Loeb, Billy Wayne, Gordie Ott. 

1965 Tyndall Mens Fastball Team 
Back row left to right: Gary Weselake, Reg Warren, Ed 
Komadowski, Stan Kazina, Dale McKay, Henry Kazina. 
Front row left to right: unknown, Wayne Riddell, Alfred 
Kazina, Wayne Erickson. 
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BEAUSEJOUR FASTBALL TEAM 1971. 
Back row: Ken Magura, John Kisoski, Norbert Sachvie, Don Mazur, Almer Breffs, Wally Cyncora, Ron Buss, Ken Witzke, Clarence 
Lashek, AI Tymko. Front row: Carl Sobetski, Eric Fuerst, Ron Loeb, Linden DeMarco, Larry Cyncora, Norm Cherrey. 

NORTH EASTERN LEAGUE CHAMPIONS 

BEAUSEJOUR MAROONS WOMENS FASTBALL TEAM 
1978 

Cheryl Slevinski, Patty Sanders, and Judy Helperal receive 
most valuable player awards from manager Bill Marsh. 
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Churches 

Beausejour Synagogue 

In 1938, just before World War II, several new 
Jewish families arrived in the Beausejour area. 
These people had fled their native Poland to make a 
new home in Canada. Prior to the arrival of these 
new people the Jewish community in Beausejour 
had gone to Winnipeg to worship during the High 
Holy Days. The people had chosen different 
synagogues which they would attend. It gave 
these families a chance to see and visit relatives at 
the same time. Jewish merchants closed their 
business to observe the High Holy Days. 

In an effort to accomodate these families, 
synagogue services were held in Beausejour. Mr. 
Nemirovsky, who was a member of the Masons, 
arranged for the use of the Masonic Hall. Mr. Harry 
Shuster looked after securing the services of a 
cantor to conduct these services. 

This arrangement was carried on for two 
years. After that everyone decided it would be easier 
to attend synagogues in Winnipeg in order to 
observe the High Holy Days. 

By: Jerome Shuster. 

The Elim Baptist Church in Beausejour 

Rev.Jacob Rempel came to White mouth in 
1908 and served there at three different times. He 
started the Baptist Mission Church in Beausejour. 
Following Rev. Rempel came Rev. Luebeck who was 
pastor in the Whitemouth Baptist Church from 
1930 to 1934. He would come to the Baptist Mission 
in Beausejour every Sunday afternoon. In the 
intervening years the following pastors of the 
White mouth Baptist Church served as mission 
pastors in Beausejour: Eric Bonikowski, 1934 to 
1936; Rev. Palphenier, 1937 to 1940. 

The church was located at 345 Park Avenue 
West and was built around 1939. Since it was first 
built by Mr. Wm. Best, Helen Barron's father, it has 
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been remodeled and renova ted twice. Murray Barron 
recalls working on the building at that time. Other 
pastors who served were Rev.Cornelius Rempel, 
1940 to 1942; Rev.Schmidt, 1945; Rev.Ohlman, 
1951; and Rev.Kuehn in 1952. 

In the years between 1952 and 1956 various 
pastors and speakers came and went. About 1957 
Mr.Bill McLeod came. He was with the Shantyman 
Mission at Pine Falls and also was Chaplain of the 
Muskwa Air Base (then manned by the U.S. 
Airforce) located at Milner Ridge. Bill McLeod held 
special meetings in the Beausejour Town Hall. It 
was through him that revitalization among the 
Christians here took place. Bill also invited a 
graduate from Bethel College and Seminary in 
St.Paul, Minnesota by the name of Ernest Kratofil 
(whose home was Outlook, Saskatchewan) to come 
to the town of Beausejour with the intent of 
establishing a Baptist Church here. 

On October 15,1958 a meeting took place for 
the organizing of the Baptist Church. A call for 
membership was then made and 18 members were 
received, namely: Mr. and Mrs. Murray Barron, Mr. 
and Mrs. Otto Garn, Mr. and Mrs. Edmund Best, 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Dohms, Mr. and Mrs. David 
Newman, Mrs. J. Steffan, Mr. Abe Friesen, Miss 
Betty Friesen, Gaylord Newman, Glenn Newman, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Kratofil. 

Other business arising out of the organization
al meeting was affiliation with conference and a 
discussion about buying church property. The 



White mouth Baptist Church was approached in 
this matter regarding the church and property 
located on Park Avenue West in Beausejour. 

In January of 1959 the newly organized church 
in Beausejour voted to become affiliated with the 
Baptist General Conference (Swedish), and the 
name Elim Baptist was chosen. 

On March 16, 1959 a Recognition Service took 
place and Elim Baptist Church of Beausejour 
officially was welcomed into the Baptist General 
Conference. 

Ernest Kratofil remained as pastor and was 
also Chaplain of the Muskwa Air Base at Milner 
Ridge until June 30, 1960. He resigned as he and his 
wife Connie, along with daughter Shelley, left for 
Assam, India, as missionaries. Following Ernie 
Kratofil a call was issued to Pastor Herb Heppner 
from Sprague, Manitoba. He ministered here for 
one year. 

A call letter then went out to Mr. Wm. Cram 
from Three Hills, Alberta who was a student of 
Bethel College and Seminary in St. Paul, Minne
sota. He accepted the call and pastored at Elim for 
two years; July, 1961 to June 30,1963. 

In June of 1963 the church voted in favour of 
calling Arthur Coombes, also a student of Bethel, 
which he accepted. Arthur Coombes remained 
pastor at Elim until he resigned in April of 1965 and 
went to Vancouver. 

A call was given to Mr. Keith McLeod, brother 
of Bill McLeod, to become part time lay speaker. 
Keith willingly accepted and so shepherded this 
flock in Elim until pressures at work no longer 
permitted him to do so. We also had another lay 
speaker, Lincoln Lautermilck from Winnipeg, who 
came and ministered to us on a regular basis. Finally 
in January of 1968 Pastor A.Kliever of Oakbank 
Baptist Church indicated he would be willing to 
come since his pastorate at Oakbank had 
terminated. From February I, 1968 to November 
1977,Arthur Kliever was the pastor and Allen 
Unger followed from May 1,1978 until March 31, 
1981. Since Pastor Kliever came from another 
conference, namely the North American Baptist 
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Conference with its headquarters in Chicago, we 
proceeded with plans in March of 1969 to affiliate 
with the conference that he was associated with. A 
vote was taken, thus once again we became 
associated with the Conference whose roots and 
early beginnings had started the work here back in 
1908. 

In 1975, it was decided thatthechurch building 
located at 345 Park Avenue West was too small and 
the church proceeded to look for property on which to 
relocate. Harry Zielke knew there was a parcel of 
land belonging to the government located on James 
Avenue across from the East Gate Lodge Nursing 
Home. Given the go ahead by the church board, he 
made the proper contact and thus the congregation 
was able to purchase the land. With the finalization 
of the sale of the old building to the congrega tion of 
the Polish National Church, plus several large 
donations made by the members of our church, we 
were now in a position to build. The sod turning 
ceremony at the new location took place on July 18, 
1976 at 3:00 p.m. with Mayor Walterson present. 
Excavation for the new building took place on 
September 20, 1976. This was done by Naaykens 
Transport Ltd. of Beausejour. The General 
Contractor was Richard Gmiterek, with most of 
the work being done voluntarily by members of the 
church. 

The first worship service was held on May I, 
1977 and with the completion of the main 
sanctuary finally realized, the church was dedicated 
to the Glory of God on July 8, 1979. Many civic and 
provincial dignitaries participated as well as 
previous pastors and co-workers. 

We give all the praise, honour and glory to God 
for all that has transpired. 

It is the prayer of our people, that Elim Baptist 
Church will always be faithful in preaching the 
gospel in "spirit and truth" to the people of 
Beausejour and the Brokenhead Municipality in 
which we live. 

I Timothy 6 : 12 and 14. 
By: Nancy Zielke. 



Grace Lutheran Church - Beausejour 

In the early 1950's there was a gathering of 
German Lutherans in Beausejour who were 
meeting and having services in their homes. On 
September 7, 1952 a general meeting was held atthe 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Litke to elect a 
Church Board from among 65 members. The Found
ing Father of the congregation were: August Best, 
Walter Best, William Fuerst, Arthur Linke, 
Reinhold Linke, Emil Litke, Herman Litke, Harold 
Ott, Henry Ott, William Fiebelkorn, August 
Froelich, William Hastmen, Theodore Radons, John 
Reckseidler, Adolf Russell, Theophile Splett, Louis 
Sonnenberg and Henry Witzke. The first Sunday 
school was organized and classes were held in the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Litke. 

One year later on September 21, 1953, 
Rev.L.W.Koehler held the first service in the rented 
Baptist church. Rev.Koehler served the congrega
tion from Winnipeg as best he could and was 
assisted by the district vicars. Among those vicars 
were the following: Paul Schroeder, Maz Schaefer, 
Mayo Mellecke, Eugene Krentz, Richard Taron, 
Marvin Goertz, Ronald Reisdorf, Earl Steinmen 
and Charles Bunzel. 

The name Grace Lutheran Church was chosen 
by the congregation on October 19, 1953. With the 
adoption of it's constitution on August 6, 1954, 
which was received from the Mission Officers of 
Missouri Synod, Grace Lutheran Church was 
recognized as a Church body. 

Two months later, on October 20, 1954 on 
property donated by Mr. and Mrs. August Froelich, 
construction began on the church. On September 
11, 1955 when the cornerstone laying service was 
held, with the exception of the steeple, the church 
was completed. Grace Lutheran Church was 
dedicated to the service of the Lord on the 7th of 
October, 1956. 

On April 6, 1958 Grace Lutheran Church rang 
chimes for the first time throughout the Town of 
Beausejour. 

Exactly three years later, on April 6, 1961, 
tragedy struck in the form of a $13,000.00 fire. 
Completely redecorated within four months, the 
services continued as usual. 

329 

On August 5, 1962 Pastor W.A.Kaeppel 
became the first resident pastor and served Grace 
Lutheran for three years. He received and accepted 
a call to Indiana in September of 1965. During the 
vacancy, Rev.Fred Otke served as pastor and was 
instrumental in sending a call to Pastor R.Threinen 
of Lipton, Saskatchewan. 

In June of 1966 Pastor Threinen accepted the 
call to Grace Lutheran. During the 10 years prior to 
his retirement the congregation flourished. It 
became self-sustaining in 1970. 

Following Pastor Threinen's retirement in 
October of 1976, Pastor Dale Mohr served as 
vacancy pastor. On April 2, 1978, Pastor Gerhard 
Pera was installed. Following three years of faithful 
service, Pastor Pera accepted a call to the Winkler
Morden area. His farewell service was held on June 
28,1981. 

During the present vacancy, Rev.Norman 
J.Theinen is fullfilling the needs of the congregation 
until a resident pastor accepts the call. Grace 
Lutheran celebrated its 25th anniversary on 
September 6, 1981 and is still a flourishing 
congregation, fullfilling to its utmost the service of 
God. 
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Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Chwch in Beausejour 

By the year 1890 the trickle of Ukrainian 
immigrants to Canada from the Western Ukraine 
began. They came with the hope of a free and happy 
life on the broad Canadian plains. One of the first 
families to settle in the Brokenhead area was the 
Roman Kowton family. More Ukrainian families 
soon followed from the Old Country. These were 
farmers or farm labourers who were content to 
settle on the land. Some took up residence in 
Beausejour, and for the most part became c.P.R. 
laborers. They were Catholics of the Eastern Rite. 
They began to organize their own parishes. 

Accordingly, in 1903 they began construction 
of a church in Brokenhead, and in 1907 they built 
one in Ladywood. They did not attend the Roman 
Catholic services as they did not understand the 
language or customs. 

By the year 1900 there were over 20 Ukrainian 
Catholic families in Beausejour and district. They 
invited the Basilian Fathers from Winnipeg to hold 
services for them. The Fathers came by train to 
Beausejour and held services either in private 
homes or in the Roman Catholic Church. 

In 1904 Roman Kowton built the first 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Brokenhead. It was 
loea ted 12 miles north and one mile east of 
Beausejour. This "Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic 
Church" was in continuous service until 1977. The 
church was then moved to Beausejour, and now 
stands in the Centennial Museum Park. 
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Ukrainian Catholic Church Communion Class in 1939. 

The Holy Ghost Catholic Parish in Beausejour 
was founded on July 27, 1913. It is a parish of the 
Eastern Rite and in union with Rome. Among the 
active parishioners of the Ukrainian community 
were: Steve Rudakewich, Peter Zydorko, Nikifor 
Makuch, John Yarmish, Fred Nesterovich, Mykola 
Slobodjan and others. They strived to have a formal 
parish established. It was decided at a general 
meeting held on July 27, 1913, under the direction of 
Rev.E.Andruchovich, that each prospective mem
ber donate $10.00 towards the purchase of a plot of 
land for the church. However, at the general 
meeting on January 31st of the following year, it 
was decided to purchase the Roman Catholic 
Church and this building then served the needs of 
the Ukrainian Catholics of Beausejour. 

At first there were between 20 and 30 
members. Priests from Winnipeg attended the 
Parish up to 1945. In 1945 the Parish was fortunate 
enough to obtain a resident priest. In 1946 they built 
a residence for Father J. Kormylo. Since that time a 
priest has resided in Beausejour, and in addition has 
served various parishes in the district. 

The parish is developing year by year and at the 
present time has about 110 members. 



Since most of the parishoners live in the north 
end of town, it was decided in 1959 to purchase a lot 
on Park Avenue for the construction of a new 
church. 

In 1963 a new church was built onPark Avenue 
at a cost of $122,000. This is one of the most 
attractive buildings in the community, and a credit 
to the Ukrainian people. It was consecrated in 1964 
by the Metropolitan Maxim Hermaniuk. Due to the 
industriousness of the parish priest, Father John 
Iwanchuk and the parishioners, the church debt has 
been paid, and the burning of the mortgage took 

Fred Kraynyk, Father Iwanchuk, Mrs. M. Lucko, J. Dudych. 
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place in April of 1976. In 1977 the parish built a 
beautiful rectory adjacent to the church. 

In 1980 the Parish placed an order for an 
"Iconscreen" of fine craftsmanship, which will be 
installed in the church in September of 1981. The 
Screen is carved in oak, has six large and six small 
icons, and will form a link between the Sanctuary 
and the Nave of the church. The screen is not only a 
beautiful artifact of the church, but is an integral 
part of every Divine Liturgy of the Eastern 
Byzantine Rite. 



St.James A nglican Church in Beausejour 

The stone foundation of St.James church was 
begun in the year 1904 by W.R.5haw, Charles 
Howland and many others. Construction progress
ed under the able direction of Tom Johnston, who 
was the head carpenter. Richard S.Cushing, a 
student in Theology at St.John's College who later 
became the resident priest of Stjames, often 
assisted in the work. Other people of the parish gave 
materials and labour. 

On August 20, 1905 the church was opened by 
the Ven.Archdeacon Robert Phair, and was 
consecrated by Archbishop Matheson on August 
22,1915. 

On October 16,1955 commemorative services 
were held to mark the 50th anniversary of Stjames 
Church with the celebration of Holy Eucharist. The 
Most Rev.Walter Barfoot, Archbishop of Rupert's 
Land, addressed the congregation. The celebrant 
was the Rev.John Bethel, a greatgrandsonof]oseph 
Shaw Sr. who came to the Beausejour district in 
1884, and who was the former owner of the 
property on which the church was built. 
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It can be determined from the records of the 
Synod office that the Parish grew and flourished. 
The Parish was giving to the Missions; it was having 
regular Sunday services with a resident priest; it had 
a good enrollment in the choir and Church School 
and there was an outreach program serving the 
eastern area of Rennie, Whitemouth, Seven Sisters, 
Molson and St.Ouens. 

The course of history, however, took its toll in 
the parish, as it did in all congregations, and St.James 
was required to pull back. The people saw the 
ending of the resident priest, the choir, and the 
church school, and the slow deterioration of the 
building. 

The stamina of the parishioners hung on and 
on December 28, 1969 they held their first service in 
the newly renovated interior building. 

On June 29, 1975 the Rt.Rev.Barry Valentine, 
re-dedicated a completely renovated building. 

Left to right: Beatrice Deakin (Mrs. Tom Johnston), Mrs. 
Joseph Shaw Sr., Mrs. Hicks, Mrs. Howland, Mrs. W.R. Shaw, 
Student minister - Whitaker, Mrs. Jos. Shaw Jr., May Walson, 
Mrs. Jiatin Sr., Agnes Johnston (Mrs. Nelson), Mrs. Eli Law, 
Alice Dugard. 



St.James Church was greatly cherished by the 
pioneer families who built it and this tradition still 
remains in the families of today. Many beautiful 
memorials have been placed in this church to the 
honour and glory of God and in memory of those 
before. 

The original church still stands on the site 
where, 7S years ago it was erected for the edification 
of God and his Apostle St.James and to preach the 
gospel of Christ to the community. 

By: The Beausejour Beaver. 
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St.Joseph's Polish N adonal Catholic Church 
Beausejour, Manitoba 

The St.Joseph's Polish National Catholic 
Church parish was first established in the summer 
of 1927. The first organizers of the parish were 
Mr.Joseph Pirozek and Mr.Michael Sokalski. For 
the first year the services were held in the little red 
school house in Beausejour. The first service was 
held on July 24, 1927 conducted by the 
Rev.Palaszeski of the St.Mary's Polish National 
Catholic Church in Winnipeg. Then, following 
services were conducted by the Rev.Father 
Sobaszek. In December of 1927 two services were 
conducted by Rev.Father Latas. 

The first committee of the parish were 
Mr.Michael Sokalski (president), Mr.Joseph Piro
zek (vice-president), Mr.Emil Lachowski, Mr. 
Marion Myslicki (financial secretary), Mr. Michael 
Rozycki (rec.secretary). The trustees were Mr. 
Anton Shumilak, Mr.Frank Ehinger, and Mr. 
Stanley Malinowski. 

The land for the Polish National Catholic 
Cemetery was purchased from the Town of 
Beausejour on July 5, 1927. The land for the first 
church building was donated by Mr. Joseph Pirozek 
on Park Avenue West. The first church building was 
built in 1928. That first church building served the 
parish until 1976. Then, owing to the age of the 
building and repairs needed, the land and the ch urch 
building were sold. The parish purchased the land 
and church on 347 Park Avenue West, where the 
parish continues to hold services with the Rev. 
F ather Donald Malinowski conducting the services. 

By: Mrs. Myslicki. 
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Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church Brokenhead 

This church was originally built in 1904 by the 
pioneers of the Brokenhead District. It was located 
12 miles north and one mile east of Beausejour. It 
was in continuous use un til 1977 when it was closed 
due to disrepair. 

Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church 
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The church was then moved and renovated by 
the Beausejour-Brokenhead Historical SOciety in 
1979. It now stands as a tribute to the early pioneers. 
It is located in the pioneer village and museum 
complex at the Centennial Park. 

The interior of the Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church 



Pentecostal Church in St. Ouens 

The Pentecostal religious denomination came 
to St. Ouensin the year 1917, during the time of the 
great Pentecostal revival which swept the country. 
The message reached St. Ouens through the 
testimony of Emma Wuerch, who was converted at 
a revival held in the old Synagogue in Winnipeg. 
Others, interested in this news, journeyed to 
Winnipeg where they too were saved. Because of 
the inconvenience of driving to Winnipeg, they 
decided to hold meetings in their homes. In 1931, 
after 14 years of gathering in individual homes, this 
group of believers erected the first Pentecostal 
Church in the community. Their minister at this 
time was Reverend J. Scha tkowsky. 
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After 33 years of blessings and fellowship in 
this church, God moved upon the members to build 
again for His glory. The new church was started in 
October 1964 and was erected mainly by the 
members of the church. It was completed in May of 
1965 and the first service was held on June 6, 1965. 
The last service in the old church proved to be a grea t 
blessing, as many friends and former members 
gathered with the present members for a time of· -
fellowship and reminiscing. Many touching testi
monies were given by those who were members 
when the church was originally founded 48 years 
previously. The present Pastor is Cecil F. Dewey. 

By: Cecil F. Dewey. 
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Zion EvangelicalLutheran Church Beausejour 

In 1900 Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
was organized in Beausejour by the Reverend F. 
Beer from Trinity Lutheran in Winnipeg. This 
mother congregation of the synod was instru
mental in many services rendered to scattered 
Lutherans through its pastors, and grateful thanks 
is expressed. The first services of Zion were 
conducted in private homes. In 1903 the parish 
procured for the first pastor, the Reverend }. 
Burgdorf, who in 1904 led the congregation in its 
first building program. A bell tower and stained glass 
windows were added in 1911. The church served 
the people for many years, but eventually it was too 
small and did' not adequately meet the present 
needs. 

Zion Lutheran Church has experienced a 
steady growth. As the community grew, so the 
church increased in membership and extended its 
witness. 

Be'!-usejour Zion Church choir 

After a study of the needs of the congregation 
was made, an architect was obtained to project the 
results in a plan for building. The first plans of the 
building committee were not readily accepted by the 
church, but in 1965 a plan for a church and an 
educational wing was approved. A financial appeaL 
was undertaken, and after its completion instruc
tions were given to the architect to draw up plans 
and specifications for a building. The plans 
progressed and September 24th the tender for 
construction was let and construction was 
underway within a week. The newly completed 
Zion church seated 294 people in the pews and 30 in 
the balcony. Accomodation in the church includes a 
20 foot by 16 foot deep sanctuary; altar, lectum and 
pulpit of black granite; two sacristies; 24 foot 
communion rail; spacious narthex and a complete 
sound system. 
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The church area is 41 by 81 feet. The 
educational wing with narthex is 65 by 80 feet and 
contains the pastors study and office, eight Sunday 
school class rooms, a social hall with stage, kitchen, 
washrooms and lounge, The whole unit contains 
8,755 square feet of floor space. Length of the 
combined church and educational wing is 160 feet. 
The building chairman was Rudolph Schewe. 

Now, by the grace of God, we joyfully behold 
the answer to our prayer and fulfillment of our 
hopes: A place of worship and facilities for Christian 
education. The new church was dedicated April 3, 
1966. 

Dedication of Zion Lutheran Church, Beausejour, Manitoba, 
April 1966 



The Pastors that served the parish faithfully 
from 1903 to the present are: 

Rev.}.Burgdorf ................... 1903-1906 
Rev.F.}.Fuerst .................... 1906-1909 
Rev.A.Schlange .................. 1909-1910 
Rev.E.Herzog .................... 1910-1911 
Rev.A.Leonhardi ................. 1911-1913 
Rev.F.}.Fuerst .................... 1913-1915 
Rev.W.O.Zahlis .................. 1915-1921 
Rev.R.Buechner .................. 1921-1924 

The Rev.O.A.Olson, Jr., D.D., President of the Central 
Canada Synod of the Lutheran Church in America 

Rev.A.T.Mikkelsen ............... 1924-1927 
Rev.H.Moertelmeyer ............. 1927-1954 
Rev.E.S.Rosenquist ............... 1954-1962 
Rev.H.O.Hartig .................. 1962-1964 
Rev.Otto Goos ................... 1964-1970 
Rev.R.G.Sedo .................... 1970-1971 
Rev.}.Allan Roshon ............... 1971-1972 
Rev.Henry Enns .................. 1972-1974 
Rev.Stan Richards ................ 1975 

Pastor Otto E. Goos 

Rev.H.Moertelmeyer 1927-1954 Rev.E.S.Rosenquist 1954-1962 Rev.H.O.Hartig 1962-1964 
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St.Demetrius Ukrainian Catholic Church 
Ladywood, Manitoba 

Ladywood district is one of the oldest 
settlements of Ukrainian Catholics in Canada. As 
early as 1892 the first group of settlers arrived from 
Nebyliwin Western Ukraine. Wasil Yachiwwas the 
first permanent settler. 

In the files of the Land Titles' Office in 
Winnipeg, it was discovered thatthe Municipality of 
Brokenhead registered 16 Ukrainian families on 
August 18, 1896. 

We know from historical facts that a shortage 
of work and food in Ukraine forced these poor 
people to travel to unknown lands. They left 
poverty in hopes of finding a better way of life. In 
their beginnings in this new land, they had to 
overcome various tribulations, before they could 
reach a reasonable state of living. 

The condition of their spiritual life was worse. 
They were Greek Catholics, and this distinguished 
them from other nationalities and faiths. They 
suffered from a shortage of their churches and 
priests. They needed priests to hold Mass, baptize 
their children, and bless marriages. After a long 
search, they discovered that the Basilian Fathers in 
Winnipeg were willing to come to Ladywood on a 
certain specified schedule to carry out these 
services. 

In 1907 a small wooden church was built. The 
chief carpenter was Dmytro Palamarchuk, who 
even took out a mortgage on his farm to supply the 
necessary funds for the building of the church. 
Assisting him in the building were T.Hlady and K. 
Staricky. The first mass was celebrated by Father 
A.Philipiw. In 1941 the parish had a total of 85 
families. 

In 1948, while Father Kormylo served the 
parish, a new modern church was built on the same 
plot as the original one. A concrete bell tower 
holding one bell stands beside the church. 

Summer school and first communion at Ukrainian Catholic 
Church with Ukrainian language and religious classes. 
Teachers were Mary Rodych and Mary Karpetz 

At the beginning of the parish, priests came 
from Winnipeg to offer services, and then in 1945 
the Beausejour parish priests took over. The parish 
membership dwindled as the years passed, reaching 
the present low of 35 families. A parish hall stands 
across from the church - remodelled in 1980. 

St. Demetrius Ukrainian Catholic Church - Ladywood December, 1951. 
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St.John's EvangelicalLutheran Church Greenwald 

The Brokenhead, Greenwald, Thalberg area 
was settled by hard-working, hardy and usually 
quite poor immigrants. They came from Germany, 
Austria, Poland and the Ukraine. Many of these 
groups were German Lutherans. The German 
Lutherans banded together whenever possible to 
hold services together. The first Lutheran service 
was conducted by Rev. Ruccins of Winnipeg and was 
held at Ladywood in 1896. The next four years saw 
only sporadic services, but after 1900 when Zion 
Lutheran was organized in Beausejour, services 
were conducted more frequently by Rev. F.J. Fuerst. 
At other times, Mr. Rudolf Kurbis presided as lay 
reader with the congregation meeting in homes and 
then later at the Greenwald public school. 

In 1911 Thalberg and Greenwald were 
formally organized as a two-point parish with Rev. 
Julius Naegler as the first pastor. The next year Rev. 
Tourney came and remained three years. In 1916 
during the ministry of Rev. Merz, the church at 
Thalberg was built, but the Greenwald congrega
tion continued to hold services in the school. 

It wasn't until 1937 that the Greenwald 
congregation decided to build a church. The land 
was purchased from August Bauschke for a tokenof 
$1.00. The architectural plans were drawn up by 
Paul Bauschke. A building committee was formed 
which organized volunteer labour and hired a head 
carpenter, Mr. John Horvath, to oversee the work. 

On May 25, 1938 with Rev. Meinecke 
officiating, the sod turning ceremony was held. 
Then on June 7, the cornerstone laying ceremony 
took place. Soon the church was erected and 
dedication took place in September of 1938. 

The bell had been purchased from a Lutheran 
congregation at Rosenfeld, Manitoba, where it had 
been formerly used as a school bell. Mr. Albert 
Kurbis was the first sexton who, for many years 
faithfully rang the bell Saturday evening as well as 
Sunday morning as was the custom. 

The altar was built and donated by the head 
carpenter, Mr.J. Horvath. 

The cross atop the steeple was fashioned out of 
iron by a local blacksmith, Mr. John Dehn. 

The first organ was a pump and pedal style 
with bellows. The first organist was August 
Bauschke. 

The cemetery land was donated by Mr. 
William Zieske and was located at Wentland. 
Another cemetery was located near Brokenhead 
about one-half mile south of Highway 12 and PTH 
317; it predated the Wentland cemetery. 

As time went on changes were necessary. An 
interior balcony was built in 1940. In 1951 a 
cemetery was added adjacent to the church. The 
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land was purchased for $17. from Mr. August 
Bauschke. 

That modern convenience, electricity, arrived 
in 1952. In that year an electric organ was 
purchased. This organ was replaced in 1973. 

In 1961 an oil-heating system was installed, 
replacing the wood furnace. 

By 1963 both the interior and the exterior of 
the church required redecorating. The women did 
most of the inside work and the men did the outside 
work. Then in 1977 major renovation took place in 
the interior of the church. The walls were panelled, 
the ceiling laid over with styrofoam, and the floors 
were carpeted. 

But changes of a more subtle nature took place 
as well. For example, the language of services had 
always been in German. Sometimes, for special 
occasions where many nationalities were present, 
Russian services were offered, especially by Rev. 
Buehler. Gradually, English took over and at 
present St. John's has only English services, except 
for occasional services on holidays. 

Changes also occurred in the surrounding 
district which affected the church population. Many 
farmers who experienced frequent crop failures, 
found they couldn't keep pace with modern farm 
technology so they sold their land to the Hutterian 
brethren and non-Lutherans of the area. Thus the 
number of confirmed members dwindled to 30 in 
1957. 

Changes also took place in the workload of the 
pastor. Around 1946 a Lutheran congregation at 
Glenmoor was formed. These joined the Thalberg
Greenwald parish making it a three-point charge. 
However, as the farming population gradually 
declined, membership lessened. By 1967 the 
Glenmoor church disbanded with 12 of her 
members joining Greenwald. Similarly, the Bro
kenhead Lutheran Church (ELCC) suffered 
reduced enrollment and it also disbanded. These 
members now too joined Greenwald. Thus by 1968 
Greenwald's population swelled to 130 confirmed 
members. 

While this parish had been firmly established 
with a resident pastor, there was a need for pastoral 
services at the periphery of this area. Pastor Winter 
began to meet this need at point such as Libau and 
Jackfish Lake. 

For many years the area was served in this way. 
But in 1964 this parish of some 25-year standing 
found .itself without a pastor. A proposal was made 
by two southern congregations, Green Bay and 
Golden Bay, to incorporate into a five-point parish. 
This proposal was accepted, and the parish was 
served by Pastor Gloeckler. It proved to be quite 



cumbersome, as it involved many travel miles for 
the pastor and a fairly intensive time schedule. Thus 
it was not feasible for a pastor to serve the outlying 
areas of Libau and Jackfish Lake, and this practice 
was discontinued. After the demise of Glenmoor 
and Golden Bay the three-point parish once again 
existed and still does. 

341 

At the present time, with transportation 
readily available, many members living and working 
in Beausejour and Winnipeg still remain loyal and 
faithful members of their "home" rural church, a 
fact which is very encouraging. 



St.Paul's United Church in Beausejour 

The Presbyterian Church of Beausejour, 
which later became what we know now as St.Paul's 
United Church, was originally located on Third 
Street at Park Avenue on the site presently occupied 
by the Royal Bank building. The Church manse 
occupied the space between the Church and 
Shuster's Store, with a livery stable behind in which 
was kept the horse and cu tter for the Minister's use. 

The First Communion of the Lord's Supper 
was held in Beausejour and Tyndall in September 
1890 by Rev.J.Sutherland of Selkirk, assisted by 
Bryce Amos, a student Missionary. Other students 
who served the charge were Baird in 1891, followed 
by M.McKee. In 1904 a news bulletin proclaimed 
tha t a new church building had been erected at a cost 
of $1,060; that being $850 for materials and $210 
for labour. 

Use of the Church facility was granted to the 
Methodist congregation on Sundays and to the 
German Evangelical congregation evenings at a 
rental fee of 50¢ per time in summer and 75¢ in 
winter months. The Minister in 1908 was a 
Rev.Moffatt whose annual salary was $30. The 
next minister was L.J.Davis who served only a short 
time and was followed in the spring of 1910 by 
Rev.Short, who was succeeded by Rev.Fulton in 
1911 and Rev.Horn in 1914. 

Miss Jessie Turner had accepted the responsi
bility of organist and arranged for organization of a 
choir. Sunday School was organized and paid ren tal 
of 50¢ per Sunday to the church. There was also a 
Ladies Aid group with 26 members. Financial 
statements of the Ladies Aid for 1914 showed 
revenues for that year of $50.34; disbursements in 
the same period were $49.10; $1.00 of which was 
allocated for "bread for prisoners". 

In 1915 a Presbyterian Church existed at 
Molson, and it was part of the Beausejour field. 
Total budget for 1915, including the Minister's 
salary and travel expenses, amounted to $587.70. 
One of the expenses of the day was for removal of 
manure from the Church grounds. J.Fleming was 
minister at this time, and an application was made to 
have Beausejour and Tyndall churches united and 
to drop Molson which had only two families 
attending. 

After Rev.Fleming left in September of 1915, 
the charge was served by student missionaries for a 
number of years. These young men contributed 
significantly in promoting such groups as Young 
Peoples SOciety, Trail Rangers, Girl Guides and Boy 
Scouts. Some of these student ministers were: 
R.J. Love, Wesley Harland, Elliott Saunders, and 
Jacobs. 

In 1925 Church Union was imminent, and the 
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United Church was born. The Board of Managers at 
the time of Union were: Mr. Smith, Mrs. Smith, 
Mrs. Sam Turner, Dr. McDiarmid, Mr. A vison, and 
Mr. Waddell who served as the secretary. The 
minister was a young student named Armstrong 
who served a two-point charge, Beausejour and 
Tyndall, with Beausejour haVing its services at 3:00 
p.m. on Sundays. The time of Beausejour's service 
was later changed to 7:00 p.m. on Sundays. It was 
decided that the Church facility at Beausejour 
would no longer be available for the use of other 
denominations, and would be used solely for the 
worship and activities of the United Church, 
because requests from others were coming in very 
frequently, and the Board felt it could not 
accommodate all requests and they did not wish to 
favour one group over another. Since the church 
was now being served by student ministers who 
were not resident here, the manse was vacant, andit 
was therefore rented out at $8.00 per month. 

Present United Church. 

At the end of 1926 the church was entirely free 
of debt, and the Minister was allowed $10.00 per 
Sunday plus railway fare of $1.30. The field was 
now a three point charge with Garson included. The 
Church livery barn was torn down and the lumber 
used to build a fence around the church property. 
Week day Church activities included: Ladies Aid, 
Young Peoples Society, Dorcas Society (young girls 
group), Trail Rangers and the Mission Band. There 
was also Cradle Roll, under the supervision of the 
Ladies Aid, which was a baby-sitting service for 
parents during Sunday services. 



Harvest Home Festivals were an annual event, 
in each of the three Churches on different Sundays 
in September. All points assisted in each other's 
Festival to ensure its success and to encourage 
fellowship among the congregations. 

In November of 1929 special services were held 
to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the 
dedication of the church. The church was suitably 
decorated, and special music was arranged by the 
organist and choir, with a soloist coming from 
Winnipeg for the occasion. The guest speaker for 
the celebration was a Rev.Avison, then of Montreal. 

With the onset of the Depression years, the 
church, like everything else around, became hard
pressed to carryon its work and to meet its 
financial obligations. The Minister's salary was 
decreased from the previous $12.00 per week, and 
even than it could not always be met. The church 
could not have carried on without the liberal 
assistance of the Ladies Aid. The Dorcas Society also 
helped out. They would hold a bazaar and turn the 
proceeds over to the church. It was not unusual for 
the student ministers to perform such menial tasks 
as painting church steps, building bookshelves and 
cupboards and cleaning up the church yard without 
pay. An application was filed with the Home 
Mission Fund for assistance. The caretaker, who 
was paid $1.00 per week, offered to cut wood and 
keep the church in repair for the same wage. 
Enrollment in the Sunday School at this time was 
between 60 and 80 pupils. Mrs.Frieda Hayes, 
proprietress of the Beausejour Hotel at that time, 
boarded the student minister free of charge during 
the summer months. She also served faithfully on 
the Church Board and the Ladies Aid, donated 
liberally to the Church, and hosted many Church 
meetings, teas and bake sales, and even socials for a 
departing minister. 

In 1936, because of lack of support in sum
mer, Beausejour decided to try a bi-weekly 
service, alternating with the Anglicans bi-weekly 
service, and tried to acquire the services of an 
ordained minister, in order to try to keep the 
Church alive during the summer months. Under 
the guidance of Rev.McKay special efforts were 
made to enlarge the congregation, and the envelope 
pledge system was initiated. A lay representative, 
Mrs. Myrtle Waddell, was appointed to Presbytery 
in 1940. This was the first such appointment. 

The Church now had a large empty lot and 
space was allowed to Mrs. Hayes for a bus stall, and 
an area 25 feet by 60 feet was given to Gretsinger's 
for a car lot, in return for a donation to the church. 

In May of 1953 the old church site in the 
business district of the town was sold to the Royal 
Bank and the present site on Third Street North was 
purchased in the residential area, and the former 
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building was moved to its present location at the 
corner of Gerturde and Third Street. Time of 
service was changed to Sunday mornings. The re
location and subsequent renovations extended over 
several years and finally in 1956, landscaping was 
completed. The Church Hall and kitchen were not 
completed until several years later. 

Members of the Board of stewards in this 
period were: M.Gunson, J.Funk, W.Schneider, 
A. McKinnon, J.Cryderman, W.Middleton, R.A. 
Hayes, Mrs.M.Rumak, E.Boyd, and Dr. Turner 
(treasurer). 

1951 St.Paul's United Church Sunday School Class 
Back row left to right: Larry Black, Billy Black, Rae Kellett, Billy 
Klingbeil, Allison Nichols (teacher), Barry Ross, Shirley 
Wasney, Marge Klingbeil, Billy Relf, Clara Black (teacher). 
4th row: Edith DeMarco (teacher), Joan Rumak, Florence 
Kellet, Merla Englot, George Klingbell, Neil Ross, Doug 
Marshall, Gail Patterson, Joan Robertson, Marge Englot, 
Sheila Kangas. 
3rd row: Mae Englot (teacher), Sandra Kangas, Pat RelE, 
Gordon Black, Angie Funk, Marion Meuckon, Billy Shields, 
Norma Marshall, Joyce Fehr, Audrey Russell, Silva Crampton 
(teacher) 
2nd row: Marge Dugard (teacher), Roberta Hayes, Mark 
Dugard, Heather Dugard, Elaine Black, Lloyd Shields, Joan 
Fehr, Darlene Bulman, Gordon Holmes, Jeffrey Funk, 
Marlene Black, Joyce Lawrie (teacher) 
In front of second row: Lana Mullins, Janice DeMarco, Elaine 
Leiman, Keena Emberley 
Front row: Ray Kangas, Carol Holowinski, Teresa Rumak, 
Bobby Shields, Dale DeMarco, Stanley Englot, John 
Robertson, Norma Russell 

The field continued to be served by student 
ministers, among whom were Ralph Donnelly, 
I.Harland, and L. Von Sprechen, until 1958 when a 
call was extended to Rev.P.E.Henningsen, who 
came here from Saskatchewan to take over a five
point charge - Beausejour, Tyndall, Garson, 
White mouth and Seven Sisters. 

In the spring of 1958, a new manse was built 
and furnished, and the church was renovated so that 
it looked like new. Many new members were added, 



resulting in an increase in activities of the mid-week 
groups such as Tyros, Explorers, CG.I.T., and a 
Young Adult Group. The choir was lead by Marg 
Gunson, with Marg Dugard assisting at the organ. 
Marie Donahue took over leadership of the choir in 
1962 and continued in this position until 1975 when 
she retired from her teaching position here and 
moved to Winnipeg. Arnie North faithfully played 
the organ at services from 1966 until his death in 
July of 1979. 

Rev. Henningsen retired from the Ministry in 
the summer of 1974 and was replaced by 
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Rev.Norman Powell who served until June of 1980 
when he also retired. At the time of this writing, 
1981, the present minister serving Beausejour and 
Tyndall is Rev. Bob Werry. 

Present members of the Board of Manage
ment of St.Paul's United Church are: (Session): 
Ethel Rumak, Phil Stairs, Jean Maclean, Alvin 
Hayes; (Stewards); Gordon Molinski, Don Mann, 
Edna Kozyra, Bill Middleton, Irene Turner, Don 
Price, Barry Frank, Bruce Taylor, Cedric Gibson, 
and Ron Sanders. 

By: E. Kozyra. 



St.Mary's Roman Catholic Church in Beausejour 

In 1890, before the first church was erected, 
missionary priests from St. Boniface began coming 
to the Beausejour area to minister to the spiritual 
needs of the people. With no church yet built, Mass 
was nevertheless celebrated in houses and log 
cabins. One of these was the house of Daniel 
Fawcett (then the C.P.R. station and section house). 
The first Christmas Midnight Mass was celebrated 
in the house of M.J.Hoban at Sinnott (St.Ouens)in 
1901. 

Between 1905 and 1909 the first church, called 
St. Paul's, was built. Mrs. M. J. Hoban was the first 
organist. This church was sold to the Greek 
Catholics and foundations for a new church were 
laid by Father Margos in 1909, while an eight room 
house was purchased for a rectory. Father A. F. 
Polawski completed the new church and the Mass 
was celebrated in it for the first time on December 
12, 1911. On February 29, 1912 the parish was 
canonically erected under the title of Blessed Virgin 
Mary, Queen of Poland. Roman Budenka, a recent 
immigrant from Poland, did the art work and made 
the altar for the new church. 

Second St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church 

Steve Dennis, Peter Szajowski, Mr. Stadnicki and Mr. M. 
Machorek building St. Mary's rectory -1926 
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The First holy Communion class of August 14, 
1912 numbered 14. During the first Canonical 
Visitation of the Parish by the Archbishop Beliveau, 
on September 13,1914,84 children and adults were 
confirmed. 

The Oblate Fathers were in charge of the new 
parish as well as the Ladywood mission, as of 
October 1916. Electricity was installed in the church 
in December 1924. Father Meissner was the last 
Oblate Priest to serve the Beausejour Parish. 

The year 1924 marked a new era in the history 
lof Beausejour. The Archbishop of St. Boniface 
asked the La Salette Father to take charge of the pa
rish and its missions. Fr. John Zimmerman was 
temporary pastor. He would serve in that capacity 
until 1941. In his pastorate he repaired and 
remodelled the church building, and built two new 
rectories, the second of which is still standing and in 
use today. He built a new church after fire destroyed 
the one completed by Fr.A.F.Polawski. 

On February 28, 1932 both the church and 
rectory were blessed by Msgr. Jubinville, the Vicar 
General of St. Boniface. Later the church was 
beautifully decorated by a neighbouring priest. 
Both rectory and church cost about $12,000.00. 

June 10, 1935wasa memborabledayin the life 
of St.Mary's Parish. One of its sons, Father W. 
Weselak, ordained a Missionary Priest of O.L. of La 
Salette, came to Beausejour to celebrate his first 
Solemn Mass. 

Father L. Sajek 



with a corsage of 25 silver dollars on the day of Silver Jubilee 

Father Sajek left for the U.s.A in 1941, and 
was succeeded by Rev. Peter Jaworski. Fr. Jaworski 
served as Pastor of Beausejour until 1955. It was on 
February 4, 1945 that fire destroyed the church that 
Fr. Sajek built. Fr. Jaworski was in the States at the 
time. When he received the news, he extended his 
stay and undertook a preaching tour to raise funds 
for a new church, whilst Fr. Joseph Gurka, his 
assistant, converted the adjacent hall for use as a 
temporary church. 

The cornerstone of the present St. Mary's 
Church was blessed on July 21, 1946. The brick 
work was done by Adam Halicki of Winnipeg. Frank 
Wojcik did the carpentering. The plastering was 
done by Peter Szajewski and his son, Leon. The art 
work was done by Leo Molt who has gained a 
reputation as an artist and sculptor in Canada and 
abroad. 

In 1949 the Shrine of O.L. of La Salette was 
erected near the church. Completed in 1950, it is a 
facsimile of the Holy Shrine of La Salette in France, 
where the Blessed Mother appeared to two 
shepherd children on September 19, 1846. 
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Fr. Joseph Gurka assumed the pastorship of St. 
Mary's in 1955. In his pastorate the envelope system 
was introduced to the parish. Under Fr. Gurka's care 
the Altar Boys' Group, the Catholic Youth Club and 
the Discussion Groups flourished. The Knights of 
Columbus were organized by Fr. Gurka in the fall of 
1948. With the cooperation of the parishioners the 
church debt was paid off in 1959. In June of 1965 Fr. 
Gurka was transferred to Thunder Bay and Fr. 
Thaddeus Plawny assumed the charge of the parish. 

During the pastorate of Fr. Plawny the 
unfinished basement of the church was converted 
into a Parish Centre at a cost of $30,000.00. It serves 
the needs of a growing parish for conference rooms, 
teaching facilities and dining areas. The upper 
church was remodelled to answer the call of Va tican 
Council II for renewal within the church. A new 
Conn organ was purchased to enhance the spirit of 
worship. At the present writing the rectory built by 
Fr. Sajek in 1931 is being remodelled in the interior 
through the efforts of the parish ladies who make 
and sell perogies. 

The following is a list of priests connected with 
the history of St. Mary's Parish: AKulawy, 
C. Greczet Magan, Allard, Woodcutter, Belanger, 
AF.Polawski, L.Nandzik, Stojer, R.Margos, Ko
walski, Meissner, Ladislaus Sajek, Anthony Lozin
ski, Valentine Kustosz, Schil, Wenceslaus Weselak, 
Francis Sheck, Olszewski, Peter Jaworski, Joseph 
Gurka, Chester Urzedowski, Stanley Przysiezniak, 
Stanley Majka, Francis Slusarz, Stanley Pieta, 
Joseph Ferus, Lasislaus Mateuszek, Leonard 
Karpinski, John Zimmerman, Charles Litowski, 
John Janicki, James Stajkowski, and Thaddeus 
Plawny. 

Rev. T. Plawny 



At this writing St. Mary's is enjoying a 72 year 
old spiritual heritage since the building of the first 
church. What is it in the history of men and women 
that spurs them to achieve their goals with such 
success? The reader is encouraged to ponder deeply 
the inscription on the plaque of the Virgin's Shrine 

Several priests celebrated the Mass 
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located near the church. Could this be the reason the 
first missionary came to these parts, and the reason 
that prompts us to carryon in the steps of our 
fathers? 

"ALLFOR THEGREATERGLORYOFGOD 
AND THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY" 

::. 



St. Whladimer Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church 
in Beausejour 

In the early years there were many Ukrainian 
settlers in the Beausejour area. So, on May 2,1959, 
the idea of having their own Ukrainian Greek 
Orthodox Church came about. The founding 
members were John Prokop, Mike Harasymchuk 
and Steve Watsko. This church, called the St. 
Whladimer Church, was located in Garson where it 
was used as a hall. The church was moved from 
Garson to Beausejour by Pete Hlady for $203. 

The first minister was Father Sawchuk. The 
cantor at that time was Mr. Moroz. The people who 
are members of the church, or who have been 
members in the past include: Mike Harasymchuk, 
Fred Uhran, Mr.Chloroh, Mr.Tarnowski, Steve 
Watsko, Anna Verischuk, Dan Koshlak and 
Mrs.Ann Okalita. Other priests of the church 
throughout the years have been Dimitro Luchuk 
and Waladim Sluzar. The present priest is Father 
Krowchanko. Two elders of the church are John 
Soluk and Paul Sulatycki. John Mamchur is the 
present cantor. 
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The membership of St. Whladimer's is 24 
people. The services are held once a month and 
fall on the second Sunday of the month. The present 
Church Committee at St. Whladimer's includes the 
following people: president - Olga Oneschuk; 
secretary - Paul Sulatycki; and treasurer - Steve 
Zakaluk. 



St.John's Lutheran Church in Lydiatt 

The St. John's Lutheran congregation was 
organized in 1909 by the District President, the Rev. 
G. Gehrke. Services were conducted in Lydiatt, 
then known as Eichenfeld, possibly as early or 
earlier than 1903 by A. Heinemann from the 
Reformed Church, who was also the first teacher. 

The Rev.P.H.Kohlmeier was the first Pastor 
serving the congregation after it was organized in 
1909. It first belonged to the Ohio Synod. In 1930 
the Ohio Synod became known as the American 
Lutheran Church. Then in 1967 St.John's became a 
part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Canada. 

The first members of the congregation in 1909 
were: W. Steinhauer, Christian Huber, Christof 
Kunzel, Konrad Deobald, Heinrich Adolph, Wil
helm Loeb, C. Muller, Heinrich Huber, Gottlieb 
Buss, M. Adolph, D. Westfall, Peter Gammel, A. 
Steinhauer, H. Hagel, Peter Schmahl, Henry Loeb 
and Peter Loeb. 

Services were usually held once a month in the 
Lydiatt School house. As the congregation was of 
German origin, all services were conducted in the 
German language. 

In 1909 an acre of land to be used for a cemetery 
was obtained from Christian Huber, Sr. 

The first baptism was recorded in 1899 for 
Maria Elizabeth Huber. Pastor Hanson officiated. 

The first known confirmation was recorded in 
1905 and conducted by A. Heinemann. Conrad 
Loeb was in the class. 

The first known marriage was a double 
wedding held in 1914 with the union of Conrad and 
Marie Petzold and Peter Loeb and Elizabeth Adolph. 

The first known death was that of Jacob 
Steinhauer in 1903. 

Congregation after service, June 1979. 
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In the earlier years, Sunday school was held on 
Saturdays. After a full day of religious instruction 
the Pastor would visit and stay overnight with one 
of the families and officiate at a Sunday service. 

In 1921 a new school was builtin the same yard 
but closer to the main road. The old school was torn 
down. Services were then held in the new building. 

It wasn't until 1940 that hopes of building a 
church were recorded. However, it took until 1955 
before plans were put into action. 

The acre of land on which the church stands 
was donated by Fred Small. 

The first building committee was formed in 
June of 1952. Members were: Wm. Meyer, Julius 
Stengel, Fred Wiese, Wm.Loeb and Chris Schoen
berger. In 1958 Fred Wiese was replaced by W. 
Luszeck. 

Heads of a household were given the option of 
donating lumber or donating the equivalent incash. 

The women had a large part in supporting the 
construction of the building by having numerous 
bazaars and fowl suppers. 

In July of 1955 the basement was poured and 
the construction began. 

The church was completed and dedicated on 
October 18,1959. 



St.Paul's Lutheran Church in Green Bay 

St. Paul's Lutheran congregation of Green Bay 
at the present time has the singular distinction of 
being the oldest rural Lutheran congregation of 
German background in Manitoba. It was esta
blished in 1898. 

Rev. Ruccins was one of the first pastors who 
came from Winnipeg to conduct the services. The 
first services were held in the home of Mr. 
Dienegott Reckseidler. Mr. Reckseidler conducted 
reading services when the pastor was absent. Later 
the services were held in the school house. 

In 1912 the congregation decided to build a 
church. Mr. Emil Litke Sr. donated some land. 
Gustav and August Langer were the carpenters. 
They borrowed the money from Mr. Gustav Rattai. 
The members volunteered their help in building the 
church. The lumber church had a choir loft but no 
basement. 

On March 28, 1914 a meeting was held to call 
all three Lutheran congregations in the area 
together. The parish was organized by Rev. F. 
Fuerst, and the three churches that gathered were 
Holy Cross of Golden Bay, Zion of Beausejour and 
St. Paul's of Green Bay. They all agreed that 
Beausejour would pay $60.00, Green Bay $50.00 
and Golden Bay $40.00 towards the salary of a 
pastor. It was also decided that the council members 
should stay on the board for three or more years. 

Heinrich Schroeder took an active interest in 
St. Paul's Lutheran, being one of the pioneer 
builders, teaching Sunday School, conducting 
choirs, the congregational band, and doing reading 
services in the absence of the pastor. 

In 1927 Rev. Moertelmeyer came and served 
the congregation for 27 years. He started German 
classes for the younger people so that the German 
tradition would be carried on. He taught Sunday 
School, and the confirmation class. He started a 
Luther League, a youth group. Since he had no 
means of transportation, the congregation agreed 
that they would hire a church member to drive him 
around. Later the parish bought a car for Rev. 
Moertelmeyer. 

Another member who got quite involved was 
Rudolph Schewe. Rudy was a Sunday School 
teacher, the leader of the Luther League, and a 
choir director for many years. He was also the 
secretary for the congregation. 

In 1945 the congregation decided to build a 
new church. The church was 30 by 50 by 14, it had a 
full basement, a cloakroom, storage room and a 
minister's room. The inside of the church was built 
with donnacona and plywood. The church was 
built by church volunteers. Rudolph Schewe was 
one of the main carpenters. 
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They had German services until 1952 and after 
this they started having 15 minutes of English 
service each Sunday. Gradually they had all English 
services with one a month being done in German. 

In March of 1964 the congregation received a 
letter from the Beausejour congregation stating 
that they were going to be independent. The split was 
made official, and it was suggested that the two 
congregations find their own pastors. The Golden 
Bay Church was then closed, and the Green Bay 
Church joined Thalberg, Greenwald and Glen
moor. Their pastor at that time was Nicolas 
Gloeckler. 

In September of 1967 a new pastor was called 
to the parish. He was Rev.Querengesser. In the 
next few years many improvements were made to 
the Green Bay Church. Anew organ was bought in 
1967 and in 1968 the basement was renovated for 
the use of the Sunday School. 

In 1976 Rev.Peter Stiller was named the new 
minister of the parish and he is still serving the 
parish today. 

The church is still flourishing, the choir is still 
as strong, and church spirit is still present. 

By: Mrs. M. Rattai. 



Sts.Peter and Paul Catholic Church in Ladywood 

The first Polish and other Slavic settlers began 
to arrive in the Ladywood and Brokenhead area 
around 1888, with the arrival of Frank Staska and 
his wife Rose and daughter Agnes. In the 1890's a 
few Polish families arrived, among them Martin 
Modrzejewski, John Trojanowski, Francis Kubish, 
Martin Omichinski, John Barski, T.T. Wyrzykow
ski, Peter Reich and the Nowakowskis. 

Being occupied with establishing themselves 
on their farms, and being so few in number, they 
were unable to build a church, so mass was 
celebrated in the private homes of T. T. 
Wyrzykowski, John Bednarczyk and Peter Reich. 
Father Allard, a French Oblate Missionary, as well 
as Father Woodcutter and Father Sigismund 

.. Swider, a Franciscan, served these settlers. Father 
A. Kulawy extended the first regular spiritual care 
over the district. In 1899 he visited Brokenhead four 
times (July 2, August 6, October 21 and December 
8). It was he who persuaded the Polish people to 
build a church in the neighbourhood. They began 
cutting timber in the fall with the priest himself 
doing some of the manual work. All that winter the 
people were busy accumulating the necessary 
material for the church. The building was not 
commenced until 1901 by Fr.Kulawy and was not 
completed until 1902 by Father Greczel who 
succeeded Father Kulawy. 

The people were so eager to hold services in the 
church that they could not wait for completion, but 
held service on June 29th (Feast of Sts. Peter and 
Paul) while there was still no roof on the building. 

In 1905 Father Andrew Sztojer succeeded 
Father Greczel as missionary, and four years later 
the Oblate Fathers gave up their work in the 
Brokenhead district due to pressing needs 
elsewhere. 

Two diocesan priests, Father Rech Margos and 
Father Anthony Polaska successively took charge of 
Ladywood, until 1916, while residing in Beausejour. 
Father Polaska tried hard to transform Ladywood 
into a parish with a resident priest. He built a 
rectory, but when neither he nor his successor took 
up permanent residence there, the people whose 
hopes had been aroused, became disappointed. 
They considered their work and expense in building 
the residence a loss. 

After Father Polaska departed for the United 
States in 1916, the Oblate Fathers returned to 
Ladywood. First Father Leonard Nandzik visited 
Brokenhead from Winnipeg. Later he moved to 
Beausejour and celebrated mass at the Ladywood 
mission twice a month for a whole year, until Father 
Kowalski succeeded him. 

In 1920 events seemed to take a happy turn for 
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the parishioners of Sts. Peter and Paul church. 
Father Richard Kosian came to Ladywood as resi
dent priest. At last the mission was progressing at 
Ladywood. However, after a few months of 
residence Father Kosian was recalled. He was 
succeeded by Father Meisner in 1921. In 1924 the 
LaSalette Fathers took over the Beausejour Parish 
and the surrounding missions. Father John 
Zimmerman was the first LaSalette priest at 
Ladywood. In December of that year Father 
Ladislaus Sajek became priest in Beausejour while 
Father John Zimmerman remained in Ladywood as 
resident priest. In 1925 Father Sajek took charge of 
Ladywood as a mission, dependent again on 
Beausejour. 

To help in the care of Ladywood, he had as 
assistants from 1928 to 1933 Fathers Anthony 
Lozinski, John Zimmerman and Stanley Majka. 
Each served only a short time, until Father 
Zimmerman took the mission as his permanent 
charge. He revived the plan for a new church which 
had been first proposed by Father Lozinski. 

In January of 1935 the people held a meeting 
and elected a committee for the purpose of planning 
their new church. Two sites were considered: one 
was immediately north of the Ladywood School; the 
second was the then existing church site at the 
cemetery. Since there was no agreement possible 
between the parishioners on the site, the decision 
was referred to Archbishop Yelle, who decided on 
the site north of the school. Excavation started in 
1936, and Father Zimmerman went on a fund
raising tour to the United States, while the 
parishioners began their fund-raising among 
themselves. The work on the building progressed 
and Midnight Mass was celebrated in the new 
church that year. 

New Roman Catholic Church in Ladywood, 1941. 



In 1940 Father Charles Litowski was assigned 
to the Ladywood Parish. He came from the United 
States where he had been administrator of a large 
and wealthy parish. His experience, his energetic 
approach to problems, and his friendly and jovial 
manner stood him in good stead at his missionary 
post. 

Father Litkowski 

Confirmation 1951 
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Although the parish had a new church, the 
rectory remained at the old site where the cemetery 
is presently located. It was in a sad state of repair and 
Father Litkowski tactfully presented the matter to 
the people. A large majority agreed that a new 
rectory should be built. The work began 
immediately, and with volunteer help the building 
was completed at a cost of $3,000.00. 

Being aware that people in the Allegra area had 
a long way to travel to attend church in Ladywood, 
Father Litkowski organized the Parish of St. 
Thomas the Apostle of Allegra. Some of the 25 
families of the parish were: Nicholas and Anthony 
Mazur, Joseph Gmiterek, Hilary and Ignatius 
Rogocki, Andrew Zdrill, Michael Mroz, Z ygmund 
Mamrocha, Joseph Duma and Ladislaus Dobrowol
ski. 

Father Litowski was pastor at Ladywood until 
his death in 1978. Father ThadeusPlawny,Pastorof 
St. Mary's in Beausejour, and his Curate Father 
James Stajkowski, took charge of Ladywood. When 
Father Stajkowski was transferred back to the 
United States, Father John Janicki of u.s.A. was 
brought to Ladywood as a resident priest. 



Ladywood Sts.Peter and Paul Cemetery during building ofthe 
"Calvary". Left to right: Mr.Brunka, Joe Banash, John 
Schreyer, John Modrzejewski, Father Litowski, Joe Mroz, and 
John Polkowski. 
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Garson Mission Church 

Across from Gillis Quarries, in its simple stone 
splendor, stands the Garson Mission Church. 
Completed in 1910, as recorded on the northeast 
cornerstone, this has been a house of worship for 
many local residents over the years. From the start it 
was a voluntary effort, with the quarry at that time 
volunteering its stone masons to build the stucture. 
The inside carpentry, too, was done by volunteers. 
A plaque, still in place on the south wall, names 
William Donald Murray (1855-1930) as one of the 
founders of the church and pays tribute to him as a 
man dedicated to the work of God. 

After construction was completed, the St. 
Andrews Presbyterian Church opened its doors 
with a young minister, Reverend Walmsley, who 
assumed the leadership responsibilities. As he and 
his wife did not live in the immediate vicinity, they 
would stay at the home of a parishonereach Sunday 
night before heading back home Monday morning. 
A local resident, Nancy Wasney, remembers her 
sister as the first person baptized in the new church, 
within that first year. 

The early years saw a large and active 
congregation as people eagerly gathered to worship 
God. Gradually two other groups, the Methodists 
and the Congregationalists, joined in with the host 
Presbyterians, and in 1923 they united to form the 
St. Andrews United Church. The church continued 
for years served by student ministers who would 
similtaneously serve several churches. However, in 
time the congregation began to dwindle through 
deaths, moves, and perhaps the lack of commitment 
of the new generation. In 1960 the final minister, 
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Reverend Henningsen, discontinued services. 
Even then a handful of determined people kept the 
doors opened with the help of a young Baptist 
student, Herb Heppner. The time came when he too 
had to discontinue because of health reasons, and 
the doors were finally closed. 

For about nine years the church had the sad 
experience of standing empty. Joyful worship was 
no longer experienced there. In 1969 however, the 
Elm Baptist Church from Beausejour decided to 
begin a new work in Garson, beginning with a 
Sunday School. In the true spirit of serving the Lord, 
the former owners graciously gave the church to 
the new group for a token one dollar fee to make the 
transaction legal. The new Sunday School grew and 
eventually its increased attendance dictated that a 
worship service be added. As the new group grew, 
the "Mother Church" in Beausejour became 
involved in their own building program and the new 
church in Garson became independent, again 
receiving the building for one dollar. 

At present the Garson Mission Church, as it is 
now called, hosts an interdenominational group 
where people from several backgrounds meet to 
worship the Lord together. The work has again 
expanded to include a Sunday School, a Youth 
Group and a Worship Service along with Bible 
Studies on a regular basis. Various special events 
also occur. The little stone church stands again as a 
happy testimony of the faithfulness of God who will 
be honored forever. 

By: Reverend Hiebert. 



Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Polish Catholic Church in Garson 

In 1935 a group of people representing 38 
families from the village of Garson and the 
surrounding farms met to plan the building of a 
Catholic Church. This being the height of the 
Depression, money was very hard to come by. The 
families were ready, however, to make any 
sacrifices necessary to realize their dream of having 
a church in their community. 

Among these self-sacrificing and willing 
people, along with Father Richard Kosian, O.M.I., 
were Konstantin Chorney, Sebastian Banash, 
Joseph Gelmuda, Basyli Kolysnyk, Stephen Lech
owicz, Joseph Obirek, John T ront, John Bialek, Mike 
Czajkowski, Frank Domanski, Joseph Jareb, 
Thomas Dudek, Frank Hinc, Paul Krzyszycha, 
Andrew and Boleslaw Nieduzak, John Podporski, 
Stephan Pilik, Andrew Witko, Andrew Wozny, 
John Zasada, John Dominik, Joseph Lasko, Nick 
Grycki, John Kordupel, Mike Kotello, Fran 
Neduzak, Angeline Pataluck, Mike Slusar, Bert 
Szalanski, John Wazny and Bertha Zygarlicki. 

In the interim, Mass was celebrated, first 
periodically and then regularly, in the Lutheran 
Church. This church was rented at first and then 
bought in 1937 for $300.00. 

In 1938 Father Richard Kosian, aMI, who 
served the newly founded parish, went to Poland. 
The care of the new church fell to Father Richard 
Latusek, aMI, who served it from the Holy Ghost 
Parish in Winnipeg. 

In August of 1940 F ather La tusek was replaced 
by Father Joseph Kucharczyk, aMI., who likewise 
travelled from Winnipeg. In 1942 he moved from 
Winnipeg to a rough, rude little cabin in Garson to 
be nearer his people and his work. 

In 1941 a Government permit was obtained to 
cut lumber for the proposed new church. Mike 
Wazny, John Tront, Frank Howard and Frank 
Dudek with his sons, Stanley, Michael and Walter, 
set out for Pine Falls to cut the timber. After hauling 
the logs and hewing them, work began on the 
construction of the church in 1942. 

The foundation of the building was laid out by 
John Kotello. Father Kucharczyk, with the help of 
parishioners who volunteered their labour, erected 
the framework. In the fall the then school boys, 
Michael and Edward Bialek and Casimir Neduzak 
shingled the roof. The following spring the steeples 
were built and the doors and the windows installed. 

Though the interior was not completed, all the 
furnishings were transferred from the old building, 
the former Swedish church, and on Easter Sunday 
in 1944, Mass was celebrated in the new church. It 
was a day of great rejoicing in the parish. 
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After completing the interior of the church, 
the parish turned its attention to providing more 
suitable accomodation for the priest. A small house 
was purchased to serve as a rectory. At this time, 
also, two acres of land were obtained from Martin 
Zolondek for a cemetery. The first to be buried in 
the new cemetery was Konstantine Chorney, one 
of the founding members of the new church. 

In October of 1945 Father Stanley Prokop, 
aMI., succeeded Father Kucharczyk and set about 
finishing the interior of the church. Newpews were 
purchased, side altars added and new stations were 
obtained. Finally in June of 1949 the church was 
blessed by Archbishop Cabana under the innvoca
tion of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

Much care and expense had been put into 
preparing a fitting place of worship. In 1952 it was 
decided that the time had come to provide the priest 
with a rectory worthy of that name. The contract 
was let to L. Dudek. Father Prokop did' not, 
however, enjoy the comfort and convenience of the 
new rectory for long. Hardly was the house finished 
when he was assigned, in February of 1953, to a new 
place in Toronto. 

His successor, Father Mieczyslaw Wecki, 
aMI., had the thankless task of paying off the debt 
on the rectory. Through his gentleness and 
kindness, he won the hearts of his parishioners. In 
the short time he was priest, he lowered the debt 
considera bly. 

In 1954 Father Casimir Holick, aMI., took 
charge of the parish. Besides paying off the debt 
completely and stuccoing the steeples, he turned his 
attention to the grounds. Itis thanks to him that the 
church and grounds present so neat an appearance. 

On September IS, 1961 Father Casimir 
Buchwald, aMI., was sent to the parish he had 
helped organize 25 years earlier from Cook's 
Creek. Preparations were made to celebrate the 
25th anniversary of the church the following year. 
Firstly, a modern heating system was installed. 
Secondly, the women of the parish, along with the 
priest, undertook the painting of the interior of the 
church. About 20 women were at the church daily 
and by Christmas the work was completed; even the 
final decorations painted by the priest. Finally, to 
give the church a fresh appearance for the 
celebration, the exterior was stuccoed. Amazingly, 
after all this work, the parish celebrated its 25th 
anniversary debt free. By 1962 the church was 
completed and no new work was required. 
However, in 1977 carpeting was laid down the 
center aisle as well as the sanctuary. In 1978 new 
windows were installed inside the church and in 



1980 the tempermental heating system was 
discarded for a gas furnace. Gas was also installed in 
the rectory. 

On July 2, 1981 the parish was privileged to 
celebrate what parishes rarely experience, the 
golden jubilee of the priesthood of Father Casimir 
Buchwald, OMI. A beautiful mass was celebrated 
with the Archbishop Antoine Hacault and Very 
Reverend John Mazur, OMI., provincial of 
the Assomption Province of the Oblate Father, 27 
priests from Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta, 
as well as many friends from Winnipeg. Temporary 
chairs and benches were installed in the church to 
increase seating capacity. The overflow was 
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accomodated on benches set up in the church 
grounds. 

After the mass the parishioners with their 
guests moved in a body to the Community Hall for 
the Testimonial Banquet in recognition of the years 
of service in God's Vineyard to honour our beloved 
priest. The Master of Ceremonies, Mr. Henry 
Kazina, made the introduction and called for 
speeches. Besides a purse of money, Father 
Buchwald was presented with a plaque that 
expressed the sentiments of the parishes of Tyndall 
and Garson for his 50 years of selfless and 
unstinting service to God. 



St.John the Baptist of TyndaH 

The first Roman Catholic mass was conducted 
in Tyndall in about 1933. The La Salette Missionary 
Fathers performed the mass, as they thought it was 
quite far for the people to go to Beausejour or Cooks 
Creek. The mass was held at Mr. Andrew 
Komisarchuk's home. One of the first fathers to 
come was Father Sajek, M.S. (Missionary Lasal
ette), followed by Father Weslak, M.S. 

The Parish later rented the Swedish Church 
(which was located on the baseball diamond at the 
time) for several years. Father Weslak served the 
people there. Families from all around Tyndall and 
Garson came to Tyndall's church. Some of the 
families that attended church there were: Swirski, 
Sliva, Schreyer, Golemboski, Komadowski and 
Onsowicz. 

In 1937 the people asked the bishop for 
permission to build a church in Tyndall. The bishop 
decided to send the Oblate of Mary Immaculate 
Missionaries (O.M.!.) to Tyndall, instead of the La 
Salet Fathers, as they were busy at other missions. 
Paul Golemboski donated one acre of land for the 
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church. The building was completed in 1937 by the 
volunteer work of many families: Jaworski, 
Schreyer, Golemboski, Chorney, Horeczy, Kom
adowski, Zasada and others. Mass was started as 
soon as the outside of the church was completed. 
Father Latusek, who came from Winnipeg, was one 
of the first priests. 

Father Holyk served the people before the 
present priest, Father Buchwald, arrived. Father 
Buchwald came to Tyndall in 1961. He served the 
church in Garson, Sacred Heart of Jesus, and the 
church in Tyndall, St. John the Baptist. The church 
was totally completed in 1961. 

Father Buchwald serves about 25 families in 
Tyndall today. Mass is held every Sunday at 11:00 
a.m. 

On July 2, 1981 the Tyndall parish, along with 
the Garson parish celebrated the golden jubilee of 
the priesthood of their priest, Father Casimir 
Buchwald,OMI. 

By: The Parishioners of St.John the Baptist. 



Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church in Tyndall 

The Greek Orthodox Church in Tyndall was 
built in 1933. The people got together, and Mr. 
Anton Prychun, an architect, drew up the plans. 
There were about 15 members and they all worked 
as volunteers. 

The committee was formed in 1926. In 1930 
they bought a lot where the church now stands. 
Before that they had rented the Swedish Church, 
which was located where the baseball diamonds are 
now. In 1933 the church was completed. 
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The first service was held on July 12, 1933. The 
minister was Peter Zaparnuk. Father Zaparnuk was 
there for five years. After his priesthood, all the 
other priests came out from Winnipeg. 

Reverend Slusar had been serving the church 
quite regularly for the past 10 years. 

The first people to start the church included: 
Anton, Nick and Steve Prychun, Michael and Kost 
Hnatiuk, and Jacob, John and Andrew Dolyniuk. 

By: M. Hnatiuk andJ. Manchur. 



St.Michael's Ukrainian Catholic Church 
Tyndall Manitoba 

The parishoners of this church are Ukrainian 
Catholics who began to settle in the Tyndall and 
Garson areas in the early 1900's. They arrived from 
Western Ukraine and expected to find in Canada a 
better life with more freedom. Beginnings in this 
new country were very hard for them. All the 
surroundings were foreign to them; the language, 
culture, climate, people, and a new way of life. While 
trying to overcome physical impediments they 
longed for their faith and the church of their 
forefathers. Thus, from the very beginning they 
began to organize themselves into religious and 
church communities. For them, all the existing 
religious activities, which were connected to the 
Roman Catholic (Latin Rite) Church were foreign, 
so each Sunday they gathered in their homes and 
sang religious hymns, until they found a Ukrainian 
Catholic priest who would come from time to time, 
from Winnipeg and celebrate the Divine Liturgy in 
the homes. He would also baptize their children, 
bless marriages and have funerals. 

In 1916-17 a small church was built on a one
half acre plot, the present site on Highway 44. The 

St.Michael's Ukrainian Catholic Church - Tyndall 
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church was built of wood, and cost $750.00. The 
carp en ter was Mr. A. Prychun. A bell tower of stone 
was built in 1928. One-quarter of a mile north of the 
church a parish hall was built in 1927, during the 
years that Father Krashicki served the parish. 
Membership was about 29 or 30, increasing to 50 
families in 1941. 

The first and most note-worthy pioneer 
parishioners were: Dmitro Kazina, Constantine 
Batonchuk, Alex Lucek, Hewko, Dolynuik, Chymy
shyn and Cornelius Bodnarchuk. 

The parish served by priests from Winnipeg in 
1930 was taken over by Father Philip Ruh from 
Cook's Creek. 

In 1961-62 a new and modern church was built 
on the site of the original wooden church. It was 
built of Tyndall Stone, and the carpenter was Father 
M. Kotowich, who was the parish priest at the time. 

Today the parish has a membership of about 60 
families. Divine Liturgy is held every second 
Sunday. The parish priest is Father John Iwanchak, 
who resides in Beausejour. 

Sand Hill Church built in 1936. Founders were J.Semenko, 
Lysoher, J.Kulbaba and P. Tarnowski. 



St. Michael Church -1932-33 Communion Class. 
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Church oj God in Christ Beausejour 

The Beausejour congregation of the Church of 
God in Christ was begun in 1967. This small 
Mennonite congregation held services in their 
homes until 1976, when with an increased 
membership they built a church. The church is 
located on 14-13-7E, two miles north of Beausejour . 

In 1977 they established their own private 
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school, "Willow Grove School". This school enrolls 
about 15 students from grades one to eight. 

At this time this small, but thriving 
congregation is without a resident pastor, and one 
comes from Winnipeg to serve the congregation's 
worship needs. 



Organizations 

Pioneer Village Museum: A Pledge to the Past 

The concept of a Pioneer Village and Museum 
at the Beausejour-Brokenhead Centennial Park 
became a reality when the Broken-Beau Historical 
Society was established in December, 1972. A 
Committee of seven was appointed by the joint 
Councils of the Town of Beausejour and the Rural 
Municipality of Brokenhead. 

The original members appointed were: Anton 
Ottenbreit, Peter H. Kozyra, Julian Ilchena, Mike 
Hladun, Nellie Larson, Stan Witoski, and Don 
James. 

The newly appointed Historical Society elected 
Anton Ottenbreit as President and he served in that 
capacity till 1978, when Peter H. Kozyra became 
President. 

Ways and means of obtaining Federal and 
Provincial grants were pursued by the Committee 
and the search for suitable buildings for restoration 
began. 
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The Sebright School had already been moved 
to the park in 1967 and Julian Ilchena's collection of 
artifacts, primarily of agricultural type which had 
been donated by him, were already placed on 
display. 

Julian Ilchena and Peter Kozyra began their 
search for a suitable early log type building and 
located the old Brightstone Community Hall on 
Highway 317. This building was made of logs and 
had been built in 1928 by the residents of the 
Brightstone Community. An arrangement to 
purchase this hall was negotiated by Julian and Peter 
with Ed Sikora, one of the remaining members of 
the Hall Committee. The cost was $100.00 and two 
committee members immediately returned to 
Beausejour and appeared as a delegation at the R.M. 
of Brokenhead to raise the needed funds for 
purchasing the Building. The R.M. of Brokenhead 
Council unanimously agreed to fund the purchase 



and a cheque for $100.00 was issued and delivered 
to Ed Sikora the same day. 

An application under the P.E.P. (Provincial 
Employment Program) was made for the amoun tof 
$14,800.00 and the Pioneer Village Project began in 
January, 1973. 

James S. Chorney, Casmir Greschuk, and 
Roger Mroz were hired for this initial reconstruc
tion of the Hall. 

It should be noted at this early stage of the 
Pioneer Village development, that the Manitoba 
Provincial Government offered considerable gui
dance to the Committee as to sources of funds as 
well as initial planning, etc. 

Plans for 1974 included the restoration of a 
Church, the C.P.R. Station at Beausejour and a log 
house owned by Len Buss. 

The Committee was finally successful in 
obtaining part of the C.P .R. Station which had been. 
purchased by John Funk and donated by him to the 
Museum Complex. 

A section of this building was moved to the 
Pioneer Village site and no work on restoring it was 
carried out as our application for a P.E.P. grant had 
been rejected in 1974. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Loeb, Jr. of Lydiatt, offered 
to donate a two storey pioneer log home in very 
good condition and the Historical SOciety gratefully 
accepted their offer. 

During the summer of 1974, Julian Ilchena, 
Peter Kozyra, George Van Buckenhout, Anton 
Ottenbreit, and Mike Hladun, along with interested 
citizens such as Fred Small, Julius Hintz, Peter 
Benzik, and Wm. Horodyski volunteered to 
dismantle the Wm. Loeb log house and this was 
accomplished and the logs and lumber moved to the 
Pioneer Village and stored for completion as soonas 
further funds were available to carry out the 
restoration. 

An L.I.P. (Local Initiatives Project) federal 
grant was applied for and received in 1975 as well as 
a grant from the province allocated under the 
Museums and Miscellaneous Grants. 

Gillis Quarries were very cooperative and 
helpful in providing Tyndall Stone for the 
foundations of the restored building at a very 
reasonable cost. 

The C.P.R. Station was completed by using the 
logs from the Loeb house. As it stands now, only the 
front wall is original and the sides and back wall are 
taken from the log house. 

The Committee began discussing plans to 
write a Centennial History Book in 1975 and two of 
its members, Mike Hladun and Connie Krawchuk 
were appointed to be part of a newly formed History 
Book Committee. 

Plans to construct a large metal building to 
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house larger type artifacts such as farm implements 
were made in 1976, and an appeal to the Town and 
Rural Councils was made for some financial 
funding for this project. The funds were made 
available by the Councils and a metal building of 
approximately 44 ft. x 60 ft. was erected that year. 

A continuation of the search to restore a 
Church was under way in 1977 and 1978. The 
Committee of the Ukrainian Catholic Church at 
Brokenhead had been contacted in 1974 and 
arranged to have their Church moved and restored. 

They decided not to accept it at that time and 
were again approached in 1978. The Church 
became available for restoring after much 
negotiation with the parish Committee, Father J. 
Iwanchuk and the Church Archbishop Maxim 
Hermaniuk C. Ss. R. Metropolitan for the 
Ukrainian Catholics in Canada. 

A Canada Works Grant was applied for and 
received and the Church restoration project began 
early in 1979. The completion of the Church 
marked a major accomplishment as this Church is 
fully restored with all the religious artifacts intact. 

In the year 1980, the Committee did some 
major landscaping and building wooden sidewalks 
at the Pioneer Village. They added a Wind Tower, a 
Bake Oven and an Admission Booth as well as 
paving an outdoor area for placing implements on 
display and paving the floor in the metal storage 
building. 

In 1981, a pole shelter building was erected 
over the paved area and other general restoration 
maintenance was carried out. 

Although the Broken-Beau Historical Society 
primarily pursued various Federal, Provincial and 
local Municipal grants for financial funding of the 
Pioneer Village development, the Society has also 
been active in raising funds through raffles, walk-a
thons, souvenir plaques, and jugs, etc., as well as 
gate admissions to the Pioneer Village Museum. In 
addition, revenues from rental of the metal building 



to the Jay-Cees, and the Agricultural Society and a 
Centennial Forest Project generated additional 
revenues in the past several years. 

Additional members who have served on the 
Historical Society Committee replacing those who 
left are: George Van Buckenhout, Connie 
Krawchuk, Charles Zielke, Rose Zielke, Edward 
Smith, and Angela Dzioba. 

The Broken-Beau Society has accomplished 
much in developing the Pioneer Village Museum 
and have given much of their time, energy and 

365 

abilities in this regard and the Community can well 
be proud of their efforts in the relatively short space 
of approximately 10 years. 

Space does not permit to record all accomplish
ments and activities carried out by this Committee 
and the reader is invited to pay a visit and enjoy 
reminiscing at the Pioneer Village to see it all. 

By Peter H. Kozyra - President 
Broken-Beau Historical Society 
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,,:: 



The purpose of 4-H work is to provide 
educational opportunities and responsibilities that 
will help young people develop into mature 
individuals, responsible family members, and 
effective citizens. 

The informal education provided by leaders 
with the help of the Extension Service Branch of the 
Manitoba Department of Agriculture through 4-H 
Club work, uniquely supplements training received 
in the home, school, church and other youth
serving agencies. 

Objectives of 4-H Club work are: develop 
leadership talents and abilities; promote study and 
practice of good citizenship; develop a knowledge of 
and opportunities for agriculture and home 
economics; and acquire knowledge, skills and 
attitudes for a satisfying personal, family and 
community life. 

The emblem - the four H's. Head -learning 
to think, making decisions, understanding the 

4-H 

366 

"whip", and gaining new and valuable knowledge. 
Heart - being concerned with the welfare of others 
and accepting responsibilities of citizenship, 
determining values and attitudes by which to live 
and learning how to work with others. Hands -
learning new skills, perfecting skills already known 
and developing pride in work and respect for it. 
Health - practicing healthful living, protecting the 
well-being of self and others and making 
constructive use of leisure time. 

4-H Pledge: I Pledge my Head to clearer 
thinking, my Heart to greater loyalty, my Hands to 
larger service, my Health to better living for my 
club, my community, and my country. 

4-H Motto: "Learn to do by doing". 
4-H Colours: The 4-H colours are green and 

white. Green is the symbol of agriculture and youth. 
White is the symbol of purity. 

Manitoba 4-H Club Leader's Handbook 



4-H Clubs in Green Bay and St.Ouens, J936-J950's 

In the fall of 1936 I was teaching in the senior 
schoolroom in the newly built school at Green Bay. 
Under Mr.Ed Howe, the Ag.Rep's persuasion we 
organized a sewing club, liThe Busy Bees". At that 
time the clubs were known as boys and girls clubs. It 
was about 10 years later that the name 4-H was 
adopted. This corresponded with similar clubs in the 
United States that were always called 4-H. The 
older young people there were called "Young 
Farmers". This was later dropped. Mr.Howe 
attempted to organize a Beef and Calf Club but was 
not successful. It was too difficult in the Depression 
to buy a good purebred calf and there were no 
purebred herds in the district. 

The girls did very well and enjoyed the 
meetings. We never did attend any rallies. But of 
course, there were achievement days, with the joy 
of getting a ribbon for the lucky girl's work. 

Some of the girls who were in the sewing club 
were: Madeline Fuerst and sister Margaret, Alma 
Witzke, Pauline Peitsch, Betty Selch and Mary 
Freund. 

Madeline told me that she still has the pattern 
from which she made her dress in the club. 

In June, 1940, we had a final get together. It 
was made more like a party than a meeting. I left 
Green Bay that year, but I believe the sewing club 
carried on. Years later I attended their achievement 
evening with my sewing club "Little Stitches" from 
St.ouens. 

In 1944 I came to teach in the north St.Ouens 
school. Again Mr .Howe got me to organize a sewing 
club and a garden club. The sewing club was called 
"Little Stitches". There were not enough girls old 
enough to form a sewing club 50 we took in a couple 
of boys. Bertram Towle was one of the boys. He was 
50 successful in his first year tha t the apron he made 
won first prize at the Brandon Exhibition. 

St.Ouens 4-H sewing club, Little Stitches, and the boys of the 
garden club at Selkirk 4-H rally. Assistant leader Mrs.G.V. 
Towle leading the group. The small girl at the left is Evelyn 
Lanoway (Arnott). 

The girls are wearing the au tfits they made: white blouses and 
turquoise skirts, jackets and cap (beanie), 1940's. 

Evelyn Lanoway merits special mention. She 
became a junior leader and was chosen as a delegate 
to a 4-H Convention in Minneapolis. She also won a 
trip to the Canadian National Exhibition. As well 
she won a number of ribbons for her work. She 
went on to take a degree in Home Economics at the 
University of Manitoba. 

Edna Hastman (Rosin) was the secretary of the 
club. She is leader of the sewing club in Beausejour. 

The garden club won first prize for its 
vegetable display at the rally in Selkirk. The 
St.Ouens Gold Diggers were very proud of that. 

The club continued to function under the 
teachers who followed me when I left to teach in 
Beausejour in the 1950's. 

This is the St.Ouens 4-H Club lining up for the parade, 1940's. 
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Sebright 4-H, 1940's 

In 1941 and 1942 Sebright School District 
formed a 4-H sewing club. It was started by Miss 
Ethel Edwards who was born in Carberry and 
taught at many country schools. At that time, the 
club was not called 4-H Club, but was part of the 
extension service of the Department of Agricul
ture. The original members were: Alma and Freda 
Best, Muriel, Geraldine and Doreen Beaudry, 
Lorraine Engles, Jean Englott, V.Gmitrowski and 
Louise Marynewich. The girls held business 
meetings and learned parliamentary procedure 
The project consisted of sewing and knitting simple 
knitted articles, a dress and a slip, and studied 

pamphlets on style and taste. 
On Achievement Day, two people from the 

extension service judged the girl's work. The first 
prize for project work was a week at camp at Gimli. 
It was won by V.Gmitrowski, but because of illness 
at home, she was unable to attend. The second prize 
went to Alma Best, who was also unable to attend. 

During the year the members held a concert to 
raise money for the Red Cross, and also collected ?; 
money for Britian. 

In the second year Miss Edwards accepted a 
teaching position in Winnipeg and most of the girls 
had finished school and the club was disbanded. 

Beausejour Tractor Club, 1948 

This was Manitoba's first tractor club. Under 
the leadership of Alf Modjeski it took first place 
against four other Manitoba Clubs in 1948. The 

following picture is the Awards Supper at the 
Beausejour Hotel. 

Award Supper at the Beausejour Hotel 
Left to righ t: Joe Szajewski, Steve Jurewicz, Ray Jurewicz, Bert 
Towle, Joe Moroz, Abe Friesen, Joe Broza, Roger Moroz, 
Clarence Baker, Ernest Ottenbreit, Raymond Weselak, Vic 
Towle, Morly Douglas (Assistant Deputy Minister of 
Agriculture), Casmir Brzoza, John Brzoza, George Towle, 
George Bryce (Agricultural Engineer for the Manitoba 
Department of Agriculture), Alf Modjeski (Leader), Ed Baker 
and Ed Schreyer. 
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Beausejour Brokenhead Tractor Club 
Left to right: Victor Towle, Clarence Baker, Eddy Baker, 
Jos.Szajewski, Roger Mroz, Ray Jurewicz, John Brzoza, 
unknown, Cas.Brzoza, Edward Schreyer, Ernie Ottenbriet, 
Joe Brzoza, Lawrence Jurewicz and Alf Modjeski. 

Lydiatt Calf Club, 1953 

In 1953 Agriculture Representative Fred 
Slevin sky started a beef club in the community of 
Lydiatt, Manitoba. Mr .Smith, manager of the Royal 
Bank, offered a one hundred dollar loan, co-signed 
by the parents, to any boy or girl who wanted to buy 
a calf and join a 4-H club. There were 11 who did. 
Stanley Wilgosh picked up some short horn and 
Hereford calves at Wa wanesa and Cypress River. A 
year later there were more members buying calves, 
and by the third year they were raising their own. 
The leaders were: Kazina, Jim Chorney, Fred Small 
and Bill Meyer. They showed their calves at 
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Brokenhead fair and were invited to the Searle 
Farms in Selkirk to learn judging. John Small won a 
week at camp in Gimli and also won an award trip, a 
week in Winnipeg. There were 57 boys staying at 
one hotel in Winnipeg and 62 girls staying at the 
St.Regis Hotel. They were all from Manitoba. They 
were taken to see the stock yards, the University, 
and many other points of interest. The beef club 
lasted four years. They then raised dairy calves for a 
couple of years. After the members finished school 
the club disbanded. 



Cloverleaf 4-H Seed Club, 1950-1958 

From 1950 to 1958 the village of Cloverleaf had 
a 4-H Seed Club, formed and led by the late Fritz 
Kirner, Scottish Co-op Elevator Operator. It was a 
big club composed of local boys. Among them were: 
Bernie and Nick Mazur, Wally and Harold Krebs, 
Wesley Sawchuk, Clarence Kozie, Bob, Ken and 
Steven Regula, Ed Shuet Albert Ruchkall, Ted 
Kula, Arnie Betker and Aldridge How. 

Bernie and Nick Mazur were Gold Watch 

award winners. Nick at the Beausejour Rally and 
Bernie at the Red River Exhibition. One young 
fellow spent one week at Gimli Camp. They did 
judging both at the Exhibition andin Brandon. They 
raised money by having skating parties and whist 
drives to pay for their trips. Another trip they had 
was a weekend at Clear Lake. 

Mrs.Kirner and Mrs.Duchiniski made the 
Cloverleaf banner, which is still in existence today. 

Brokenhead 4-H Seed Club, 1950's-1970's 

In the early 1950's Mr.William Ferens 
organized a 4-H Seed Club at Brokenhead. Most of 
the members were his pupils at the Brokenhead 
School. 

In 1954-55 Paul Krawchuk spent aweekat 4-H 
Camp at Gimli. In 1957, at the 4-H Rally at 
Beausejour, the Brokenhead 4-H Grain Club 
received top honors in the educational display in 
agriculture. 

In 1961 Don Hutniak received the Manitoba 
Federal/Provincial 4-H Seed Club Award. He was 
the grand champion. In 1965 Don won at Lakehead 
trip. In 1966 he received the Eaton's Gold Watch at 
the Dugald Rally. 

July, 1964, from the Beausejour Beaver: "The 
Brokenhead 4-H Club held a meeting on June 19 at 
the Brokenhead School. Mr.Hildebrandt from the 
extension service gave a talk and demonstrated the 
correct form of judging grain. The members also 
had marching practice. June 27, the club motored to 
the Red River Exhibition. Mr.].Chorney, Mr.J.Fosty 
and E.Michalow drove./I 

August 1964, Jack Kowalchuk won a Lake
head trip. Some of the members were: Douglas 
Chorney, Johnny Huska, Clarence Worona, Steven 
Fosty, Leonard Mariash, Jack Kowalchuk, Brian 
Differ, Kenny Paseshnik, Don Hutniak, Harlon 
Kintop, Rodney Differ, Garry Habing, Elmer 
Shumila, Allan Shu mila, Ernie Mariash, Dennis 
Zieske and Kurt Bauschke. 

March, 1965, meeting. The officers were: 
President Ramsay Huska, Vice President Douglas 
Chorney, Secretary-Treasurer Don Hutniak, Club 
Reporter Garry Bauschke, and Junior Leader Jack 
Kowalchuk. The leaders were: Steve Kowalchuk, 
J.Hutniak andJ.Chorney. 

In November, 1966, Jack Kowalchuk was 
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June 1972. The Brokenhead 4-H Field Crops Club at the 
Regional4-H Rally parade in Beausejour. The members were: 
Blaine Krawchuk, Ronald Mariash, Bob Krawchuk, David 
Galay, Myron Hutniak, Vern Mosquin, David Mariash, Ted 
Ilchyshyn, Keith Otto, Randy Kolton, Robert Otto, Casmir 
Ilchyshyn, Larry Boleschuk, Garry and Darryl Makarchuk. 
The leaders were Dan Mosquin and Bernie Mariash. 

chosen as delegate to the National 4-H Club 
Conference in Ottawa and Toronto. Fourteen 
other members from each province were chosen to 
go for one week. Jack also was awarded a week at 
Gimli 4-H Camp, a short agricultural course in 
Brandon and an Eaton's Gold Watch. 

In August, 1967, two members were chosen to 
go to 4-H Camp at Gimli: Brian Differ and Jimmy 
Zieske. President Steven Fosty was chosen as camp 
counsellor. 

In 1970-71 David Hutniak received a gold 
watch at 4-H Rally at Beausejour. 



Boys' and Girls' Clubs oj Cromwell 
Hold Exhibition in 1929 

The boys' and girls' Calf and Poultry Clubs of 
Cromwell and district held a fair on Saturday, and 
the success that attended it brought credit to the 
young people for their work in these two branches 
of agriculture. 

The exhibition was held near the Cromwell 
School and was well attended not only by residents 
of the surrounding district but by interested parties 
from Winnipeg and other outside points. 

While much credit is due to the young people 
for their interest shown in the work, a great deal of 
merit is coming to WDDavies, livestock specialist, 
and J.C.Scholes, poultryman, of the Manitoba 
Agricultural College, for their assistance in 
connection with the exhibition. 

Nine prize winners in the calf exhibit receiving 
awards ranging from $15. to$2.,intheordernamed 
were: Elsie Urbanski, Lawrence Steffes, John 
Ilchena, Alfred Modrzejewski, Eddie Modrzejew
ski, Otto Reckseidler, John Steffes, Marian 
Lachowski and Sabina Lachowski. 

Herdsman prizes of halters dona ted by the 
Winnipeg Kiwanis club were won by Lawrence 
Steffes and Elsie Baker. This award was based on 
the way the young exhibitors handled their animals. 

Prof. H.B. Summerfeld of the Agricultural 
College judged the calves. 

Four classes of prizes were awarded to the boys 
and girls who had exhibits in the poultry fair. They 
were awarded as follows: Alfred Modrzejewski, 

cockerel first prize; Helen Polkowski, cockerel 
second prize and pullet first prize; Clara Strecker, 
cockerel third prize and pullet second prize; 
Lawrence Steffes, cockerel fourth prize, pulletthird 
prize, and young pen first prize; Alma Hastman, 
pullet fourth prize, young pen first prize and adult 
pen second prize; Edna Hastman, young pen second 
prize, adult pen third prize; Adele Lachowski, young 
pen fourth prize; Elsie Urbanski, adult pen first 
prize; and John Ilchena, adult pen fourth prize. 

Special prizes donated by the Winnipeg 
Kiwanis club were donated to winners of each class 
in the poultry exhibits. These awards were: poultry 
drinking fountain to winner in young pen class; 50 
lbs. of meat meal to winner of adult pen class; 25 leg 
bands to winner of cockerel class; and poultry toe 
punch to winner of pullet class. 

P of M.C.Herner of the Agricultural College 
judged the poultry. 

About 200 persons attended the fair including 
20 members of the Winnipeg Kiwanis Club. The 
majority of those present were farmers and their 
families of the Cromwell district, which was settled 
about 40 years ago, and where, today, mixed 
farming is well established. 

This was the second year the Boys' and Girls' 
Poultry club has had a fair in Cromwell, and the first 
time the Calf Club has held an exhibit. 

By: Julian Ilchena. 

First Poultry Club in Manitoba, 1929 
Front row left to right: Two girls, Adolf Hastman, Lawrence 
Steffes. Second row: Pat McAlister, Margaret Engel, Adeline 
Urbanski, John Przednovek, -, and John Steffes. Back row:-. 
Man standing at left is Julian Ilchena. In doorway is Adolf 
Hastman. Man holding box is Mr.Scholes. 
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Manitoba Co-operators 4-H Rally inBeausejour, 1957 

Twenty-four 4-H clubs participated in a club 
rally and achievement day at Beausejour recently. 
Of the 18 clubs that participated in the parade, 
Ladywood 4-H Garden Club was the grand 
champion winner. Jean Kulbaba, Thalberg, was 
chosen fashion queen. Gold wrist watches were 
presented to Ann Arneson, Great Falls, and Billy 
Meyer, Lydiatt. Stead 4-H Garden Club won the 
agricultural demonstration and Great Falls 4-H 
Food and Clothing Clubs were first in the 
demonstration and educational displays (clothing) 
respectively. Brokenhead 4-H Grain Club received 
top honors in the educational display in agriculture. 

Lydiatt Beef Calf Club Achievement Day 
grand winner was Billy Meyer, while the reserve 
champion went to Bobby Meyer, Lydiatt. 

Bob Lanoway, St. Ouens was the grand 

champion winner at the Beausejour 4-H Dairy Calf 
Club Achievement Day, while Dorothy Fuerst, 
Beausejour, won the reserve champion. 

Judging com petion results were 
clothing project five Bernice Kianski, Beausejour; 
beef senior Billy Meyer, Lydiatt; beef junior Lorna 
Small, Lydiatt; dairy senior James Storsley, 
St.Ouens; dairy junior Dorothy Fuerst, Beausejour; 
Garden 10 to 12 years Connie Kindefora, 
Brokenhead; Garden 12 to 14 Rita Kowalchuk, 
Brokenhead; Garden 15 and over, Beatrice Bosak, 
Brokenhead; Grain 15 and 16 years, Ernie Mariash, 
Brokenhead; Grain 17 and over Allan Shumila, 
Dencross; Beef Showmanship Alfred Chorney, 
Tyndall; and Dairy Showmanship Robert Lanoway, 
St.Ouens. 

The Brokenhead Saddle Club, 1964 

They took grand championship for their 
demonstration. R.C.M.P. Constable Danny Fitz 
assisted the club. Lynn Kaatz received first place in 
the mare and colt class. Wayne Gould's colt took 
first place. 

Other members included: Glen Steinke, 
Candace Prettie, Dallin Steinke, Laurie Gretsinger, 
Ron Beckett, Diane Ostryzniuk and Sharon 
Graham. 

Sandhil14-H Garden Club 

Elizabeth Smolinski won a gold watch at the 
Red River Exhibition. In 1966 the Bright Star Potato 
Club had 13 members. Richard Chorney was the 
leader, assistant leader was Pauline Thorarinson, 

president was Brian Yokimas, vice-president was 
Marcel Denis, secretary was Judy Wasylik, 
treasurer was Louise Wasylik and reporter was 
Gerald Wasylik. 

Ladywood 4-H Garden Club 

Achievement was held on September 8,1964 
at St.Mary's Hall. It consisted of 10 members. Linda 

Syrowitz was the secretary and Steve Bahry was 
the leader. 

Rattray Garden Club 

This club consisted of nine members: Patricia 
Matychak, Diane Matychak, Dinah Rogocki, 
Kenny Rogocki, Edna Baumgartner, Lance Baum
gartner, Arthur Baumgartner, Debbie Golembioski 
and Melodie Golembioski. Edna Baumgartner 
served as president, Arthur Baumgartner as vice-
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president, Dinah Rogocki as secretary, Pat 
Matychak as treasurer and Melodie Golembioski as 
reporter. Caroline Golembioski was the leader and 
Mrs.J.P.Golembioski and Mrs.L.Baumgartner 
were assistant leaders. 



Green Glen 4-H Club, 1967 

This club was formerly known as the 
Ladywood 4-H Club. Their leaders were Mrs.L. 
Baumgartner, Mrs.Steve Harasym and Mr.Harry 
Stobert. The president was Janice Semchuk, vice
president was Arthur Baumgartner, secretary was 
Edna Baumgartner, treasurer was Bruce Trojano
ski and reporter was Pat Mikoliew. There were 17 

members: Pat Matychak, Diane Matychak, Pat 
Mikoliew, Debra Romanow, Louise, Lance, 
Arthur and Edna Baumgartner, Kenny Harasym, 
Robert Modjeski, Percy Nikodem, Bruce T rojano
ski, Sharon Trojanoski, Janice Semchuk, Andy 
Modjeski, Keith Stobert and Cindy Modjeski. 

Brokenhead 4-H 

The Brokenhead 4-H Garden Club, 1957 to 
1959. The leaders were Mary Kowalchuk, Helen 
Bergen and Ann Ferens. 

The members were: Beatrice Bosak, Connie 
Kindefora, Nadia Paseshnik, Adaline Hintz, Beverly 
Krawchuk, Patricia Paseshnik, lona Bauschke, 
Ethel Mazur, Eleanor Boleschuk, Jeanie Shumila, 
Rita Kowalchuk, Constance Kowalchuk, Judy 
Bosak, and Diane, Erna and Myrna Bauschke. 

First year uniforms were yellow blouses and 

turquoise full skirts. Second year uniforms were 
orange skirts and black blouses. Third year 
uniforms were red skirts and white blouses. 

Winners of the Champion and Reserve 
Champion exhibits in 1957 were: Champion Rita 
Kowalchuk and Reserve Champion Beatrice Bosak. 
At the Dugald Rally, Brokenhead 4-H Garden Club 
received 10 dollars for being Champions and the 
Ladywood Garden Club were Reserve Champions. 

Beausejour Rally, 1957 

On this morning Beverly, Eleanore and I went 
with the bus to Beausejour. It was only after nine 
when we got there and we did not have to be on the 
grounds until 10 o'clock. We walked around town 
and had some lunch. We were all dressed alike. Our 
colours were yellow blouses and peacock blue skirts. 
There was a kangaroo on the grounds. There were 
many rides, including the ferris wheel. We then had 
our judging. I won first prize ($3.00) in the age 
group 15 years and over. Rita won first prize in her 
age group. We then were able to go and have our 
dinner. We had our dinner at Hobans (Bev and I). We 
got such poor service there tha t we almost were la te 
for the parade. 

Ernie Mariash led the parade. He carried the 
Union Jack. Then came the Scotch band from 
Winnipeg. We were the first club and the rest 
followed. We marched down Park Avenue twice. 
We then got back to the fair grounds, where we 
lined up and waited for the prizes. 

Ladywood received first prize and we came in 
second. We then had the rest of the day to ourselves. 
We could have rides on an y of the ones there. We got 
home at about six o'clock. Our next thing to look 
forward to was our achievement night. This rally 
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Beausejour rally, 1959 

was very colourful. There were over 20 clubs taking 
part in this rally. The Brokenhead Grain Club 
received first prize for their display of safety on the 
farm. I hope Beausejour will have many more rallies 
that will turn out even better than this one in the 
years to come. 

By: Beatrice Bosak, Brokenhead 
4-H Garden Club 



Brokenhead 4-H Home Ec.Club 

In the early 1940'5 Mrs. Krusiak was a teacher 
at the Brokenhead School. At lunch hour or after 
school she would teach the girls sewing and cooking. 
The second year Nellie Wychreschuk and Mary 
Mosquin took over teaching the girls. Later Miss 
Baskerville taught girls sewing Friday afternoons. 
They made tea towels, learned sewing and knitting, 
and compiled a scrapbook of samples of the different 
things they had learned. This handiwork was 
displayed at the Beausejour Fair. Prizes were given 
for the best work. First prize was 50 cents and 
second was 25 cents. Trips to Gimli were also 

Centennial Fair, August 1967 
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awarded. 
The next 4-H leader in the 1950'5 was Nellie 

Greschuk. After Nellie, Arlene Storsley continued 
the club. 

In 1965 I was asked to starta4-Hclubtoteacha 
few girls sewing. They were: Diane Galay, Arlene 
Wychreschuk, Cynthia Tymchuk and Diane 
Kolton. The name of our club was the "Brokenhead 
4-H Busy Stitchers Sewing Club". The other leaders 
were Rose Wychreschuk and Ada Galay. In 1968 
our club name changed to Brokenhead Home 
Ec.Club. 



Dugald Rally, 1970 

The members from 1970 to 1981 were: Diane 
Matychak, Pat Matychak, Shirley Staska, Jo-Ann 
Suttrop, Pat Mikoliew, Grace Hladun, Susan 
Huska, Maureen Kozyra, Daffine Furlong, Lynn 
Tymko, Helena Drewlo, Nadine Differ, Janet 
Holyk, Karen Holyk, Sharon Holyk, Shelly 
Kowalchuk, Bob and Brenda Krawchuk, Karen, Pat 

and Susan Mariash, Laurie Molinski, Gail Stefan
iuk, Michelle and Brenda Sternat, Cheryl, Timmy 
and Tracey Weselak, Blaine Krawchuk, Gerri, 
Darcy and Lyndon Mosquin, Weseley and Ward 
Omichinski, Monica Spence, Kathy Smolinski, 
Twyla Goritz and Bonnie Holigroski. 

Back row: Cynthia Hunt, Arlene Wychreschuk, Diane Galay. 
Front row: Marilyn Bauschke, Shirley Peluk, unknown, 
Debbie Novakowski, Sandra Peluk, Judy Mikoliew. 

Lac du Bonnet Rally, 1974 

Members were (left to right): Timmy Weselak, 
Michelle Sternat, Pat Mariash, Sharon Holyk, 
Cheryl Weselak, Vern Mosquin, Wesely Omichin
ski, Karen Mariash, Allan Kehler, Bob Krawchuk, 

The Brokenhead Busy Bunch 
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Blaine Krawchuk, Valdine Differ, Laurie Molinski, 
Evelyn Kehler, Brenda Krawchuk, Geraldine 
Mosquin, Susan Mariash, Karen Holyk, Brad West 
and Janet Holyk. 



. :" .. ' 

Steinbach Rally, 1975 

These people were elected first as candidates 
by their own 4-H clubs, then they were interviewed 
and chosen on the basis of participation and good 
citizenship in the club. They are (pictured left to 

right): Prince Paul Willems of Dugald, King Bob 
Krawchuk of Brokenhead, Queen Thelma Samson 
of Hazelridge and Princess Shirley Rohleder of 
Tyndall . 

Brokenhead Busy Bunch achievement night award winners, 
May 1977. Front row left to right: Brenda Krawchuk, dress 
review unit B; Janet Holyk, Busy Bunch Princess and seven 
year membership seal; Michael Holyk, Busy Bunch Prince; 
Evelyn Kehler, five year certificate; Susan Mariash, 
handicraft; and leader Connie Krawchuk, 10 year certificate. 
Back row left to right: Twyla Goritz, handicrafts; Tracey 
Weselak, dress review unit A; Karen Holyk, five year 
certificate; and Blaine Krawchuk, six year seal and skit. 
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Brokenhead 4-H Busy Bunch Home Nursing Group 

This group held its first session with a tour of 
East Gate Lodge in Beausejour on Friday afternoon, 
May 27, 1977. Prior to the tour, the girls presented 

hospital administrator, Mr.Beaque, with a card 
thanking him for allowing them the use of the 
premises during their course. 

Standing left to right: Mrs.A.Sternat, Brenda Stern at, Evelyn 
Kehler, Nadine Wychreschuk, Pat Mariash, Michelle Sternat 
and Maureen Kehler. Seated left to right: Gerri Mosquin, 
Karen Mariash and Gail Stefaniuk. Valdine Differ is missing 
from photo. 

Brokenhead Busy Bunch, 1977 

The Brokenhead Busy Bunch had a very 
exciting day at the district rally at Whitemouth on 
June 18th. To start our day we were chosen 
champions in the parade. Our uniforms were beige 
jumpsuits with rust coloured belts and black and 
orange scarves. Everyone enjoyed themselves. 

Participating from our club were: Wesley 
Omichinski, Blaine Krawchik, Michael Holyk, 
Darcy Mosquin and Timmy Weselak. Cheryl and 
Timmy Weselak received a silver dollar each for 
representing our club in the Junior King and Queen 
competition. Our educational display on conserva
tion received the Reserve Champion Award. 
Brenda Krawchuk was chosen first princess in 
Junior Dress Review. Also participating from our 
club were Cheryl Weselak, Helena Drewlo and 
Janet Holyk. Twyla Goritz and Susan Mariash had 
fun working with clay in the crafts competition. 
Members in our club are going to camp. We have 
had a rewarding year and are looking forward to the 
next one. 

Club reporter - Blaine Krawchuk. 

This year's officers of the Brokenhead Busy 
Bunch 4-H Club: President Brenda Krawchuk, 
Vice-president Kathy Smolinski, Secretary Tracey 
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Brokenhead Busy Bunch, 1977 

Weselak, Treasurer Trevor Krawchuk and new 
reporter Bonnie Holigroski. 

Connie Krawchuk is the head leader and the 
project leader is Thelma Smolinski (foods). 

The members include: Bonnie Holigroski, 
Robert Janzic, Tommy Janzic, Brenda Krawchuk, 
Trevor Krawchuk, Susan Mariash, Brian Rosin, 
Debra Rosin, Ka thy Smolinski and Tracey Weselak. 

After 15 years as a 4-H leader I find it very 
rewarding to see former members carryon the skills 
they have learned by doing the different projects. 

By: Connie Krawchuk. 



Winners in the dress review portion of the Annual 4-H 
Regional Rally held in Lac du Bonnet on June 2, 1979 were (left 
to right): Rally Queen Janet Holyk of Brokenhead; Princess 
Linda Flanagan of Great Falls; and Princess Sheila Rattai of 
Beausejour. 

Mrs.Bangert also presented the winner's trophy to the Senior 
Curling champs (left to right): Darcy Mosquin, Mrs.Bangert, 
Leah Winnemuller, (skip) Debbie Rerick and Brenda 
Krawchuk. 
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Winners of the Beausejour-Springfield 4-H bowling contest 
had their awards presented by MrsDiane Bangert (left), vice
president of the Beausejour-Springfield 4-H District Council, 
1980. The winners are left to right: Tracey Weselak, Scott 
McCauley, Leona Winnemuller and Rosemarie Rowntree. 

The Junior Curling champs also received awards from 
Mrs.Bangert. They were (left to right): Tammi Komadowski, 
Nicky Pronych and Deanna Launsbury. 



Tyndal14-H 

The Tyndall 4-H Club re-organized in 1970. 
Because 34 girls enrolled to learn to sew, they were 
called the Tyndall Thimbles 4-H Club. In 1973-74 
this club underwent a change, not only in name but 
also in projects offered. For the first time boys were 
able to get involved. At this time the name again 
changed, this time to the Tyndall Handy Helpers 4-
H Club. The projects undertaken were: clothing, 
handicrafts, foods, power toboganning, wood
working, photography and home nursing. 

Presidents of the Tyndall 4-H have been: 
Margaret Kazina, Angela Jamieson, Janice Stefan
sson, Kris Stefansson, Karen Bukoski, Shirley 
Rohleder, Carolyn Kazina, Leanne Mulla and Rose 
Rowntree. 

During the years, the club participated in many 

Dugald Rally, 1972 

Beausejour parade, 1975 
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worthwhile activities such as: project work, public 
speaking, curling, bowling, whist drives, bake and 
ticket sales, exchange trips, camps and rallies. 

Some of the leaders were: Eva Greschuk, 
Laura Armstrong, Bertha Komadowski, Polly 
Thorarinson, Mary Jane Stefansson, Helen Rohled
er, Florian Komadowski, Irene Flett, Evelyn 
Bukoski, Diane Komadowski, Anna Thorarinson, 
Jack Komadowski, Josie Plazio, Eleanor Komadow
ski, Eileen Zarvie, Dianna Bangert, Lucille 
Katazinski, Margaret Katazinski, Shirley Mulla, 
Maureen Bzdell, Roberta Winnemuller, Marion 
Naurocki, Ruth Hastman, Marlene Bukoski, 
Eleanor Nazarewich, Wanda Komadowski, Steve 
Cesmystruk, Hope McMurrich and Bonnie Buko
ski. 

Public speaking finalists at Lac du Bonnet, 1981, left to right: 
Leah Winnemuller, Leanne Mulla, Kevin Mulla, Brenda 
Bukoski and Lisa Winnemuller. 



Clothing group achievement, 1976, left to right: Karen 
Bukoski, Carolyn Kazina, Cheryl Jamieson, Tammy Trinke, 
Kris Stefansson and Debbie Naurocki. 

Gold watch winners, 1978, Brian Bukoski and Sheila Rattai. 
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4th N ational4-H Conference, 1980 

Blaine Krawchuk of R.R.3 Beausejour was one 
of 105 delegates and staff who attended the 49th 
National4-H Conference at the Royal York Hotel, 
Toronto, Ontario. The conference began on 
Tuesday, November 11, 1980, and concluded on 
Sunday, November 16th. Eight members of 4-H in 
each province plus nine from the u.s. 4-H program 
and five young farmers from England came 
together with conference staff and guests to 
exchange ideas, to explore a topic of current and 
mutual concern, and to build public awareness of 4-
H. 

The theme of the 1980 National 4-H 
Conference was "Energy Use in the Food System". 
The program consisted of discussions, tours of 
Toronto area industries and other activities related 
to the theme. The following industries hosted 
delegates: Campbell Soup Company Inc., Canada 
Packers Limited; Christie, Brown and Company 
Limited; Dominion Stores Limited; Maple Leaf 
Mills Limited; Weston-Loblaws; and Robin Hood 

Multifood Limited. Among the guest speakers who 
participated in the conference were: John Ridsdel, 
Petro-Canada; John Hollins, Energy Mines and 
Resources, Canada; Brian Thompson, Pickering 
Nuclear Centre; and Kevin Conway, C.P.Raii. In 
addition to all their hard work during the week, 
delegates and staff also participated in a tour of 
Toronto, and visit to the Royal Agricultural Winter 
Fair and many other social and educational activities 
including a trip to Niagara Falls. 

This conference was co-sponsored by the 
Canadian 4-H Council and Petro-Canada, with 
additional support from many of the member 
companies of the Canadian 4-H Council: Canadian 
Meat Council; Firestone Canada Limited; Ford 
Motor Company of Canada Limited; Goodyear 
Canada Inc.; Imperial Oil Limited; International 
Harvester Canada; J.I.Case Company; John Deere 
Limited; Massey Ferguson Industries Limited; 
Royal Agricultural Winter Fair; and Simpson-Sears 
Limited. 

Manitoba Contingent at 4th annual4-H conference 
Front row left to right: Betty Lyon, Donna Chic, Shaunda 
Rossengton, Kathy Jakubowski and Karen Allison. Back row 
left to right: Brian Remus, Blaine Krawchuk, Gordon Nixon, 
Claire Vinck and Ken Darling. 
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Beausejour 4-H, 1966 

The Beausejour 4-H Sunbeams head leader 
was Mrs. Hartig. Other leaders were: Mrs. Fuchs, 
Mrs.Englot, Mrs.Pleskach, Mrs.Pastula, Mrs.Hoey 
and Mrs.Schreyer. 

When the group formed there were 30 
members. Janet Schreyer, Rita Hlady, Carol 
Pastula, Janice Tonn and Deborah Hartig attended 
the 4-H Rally at the Red River Exhibition. 

The rally winners were: Sharon Rosin, 

Beausejour Fair, 1979 

Marilyn Bahry, Norma Wilgosh, Gladys Protosav
age, Cheryl Abrodovich and Linda Przednowek. 

In junior dress review Donna Gmiterek 
modelled an apron. Karen Stelmack and Norma 
Wilgosh modelled skirts. Senior dress review was 
modelled by Connie Urbanski who modelled a 
sports outfit and Carol Pastula who modelled a 
blouse and jumper. 

4-H Prince and Princess Marie Van Bukenhout and Jeffrey 
Gibson, May, 1979 

Receiving their seals and certificates for another year of 4-H 
achievement left to right: Carol Pleskach, Diane Van 
Buckenhout, Sheila Rattai, Marie Van Buckenhout, Margaur
ite Weedmark and Debra Rosin. 
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Brokenhead Busy Bunch marching in the 1978 Beausejour 
Fair, left to right: Brenda and Trevor Krawchuk and Susan 
Mariash. 

Ladywood 4-H Woodworking Club, c1917 

The 4-H senior winners in the 1979 public speaking 
competition left to right: Bill McLean, Royal Bank; Champion 
Beverly Gregg; and Reserve Champion Debra Rosin. 

Members of the Beausejour Golden Streamers at achievement 
night at the Beausejour Town Hall on April 28, 1980. 
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4-H Exchange, 1978 

On July 2, 1978, 4-H club members from 
Beausejour, Springfield, Whitemouth and Winni
peg River Districts boarded a plane and flew out to 
Newfoundland to take part in a one week 4-H 
exchange trip. While in Newfoundland our 
Manitoba members took part in many activities that 
gave them an insight into the 4-H program in 
another part of our beautiful country. On July 9th, 
the Manitoba members returned home bringing 
with them many souveniers and their guests, 15 
Newfoundland members and their chaperones. 

They boarded a bus on Tuesday and were off to 
Winnipeg. There they toured the Legislature 
grounds and building; the museum and enjoyed a 
lunch at Assiniboine Park and toured the zoo. For 
supper they were all taken to the big "M", 
McDonalds. They also went to a musical entitled 
"Oliver". Wednesday was an open day except for the 
evening when they gathered at the Beausejour 
Centennial Grounds for a wiener roast. At this time 
Mayor Walterson and Reeve C.Baker were on hand 
to welcome our visitors. Each of the members and 
their chaperones received a coat of arms lapel pin 
with the Beausejour crest on it. They were told that 
they were part of an elite number of persons, those 
who have received this pin. They also received 

booklets on our area and the power toboggan races. 
Thursday the group went on another 

excursion. They went to Great Falls and toured the 
paper mill and Manitoba Hydro plant. Later they all 
gathered at the Great Falls Hall for hamburgers and 
a pot luck supper, followed by a dance. Souvenir day 
was on Friday. This gave members time to pick up 
some gifts and reminders of their trip to Manitoba. 
This was done in Winnipeg. The members took in a 
movie and went roller skating. They left byplaneon 
Sunday at nine o'clock in the morning. 

The 15 members from Newfoundland were: 
Sherry Hookey who was hosted by 
Diane Van Buckenhout; Debbie Smith, hosted by 
Kris Steffanson; Peggy Jones, by Shirley Rohleder; 
Betty Roosney, by Merle Ferguson; Frances Kelby 
by Michelle Sternat; Sherry Reid by Debbie Rosin; 
Tony Stroud by Brian Bukoski; Lucy Conners by 
Brenda Sternat; Diane Hatcher by Debbie 
Naurocki; Owen Doosney by Bob Krawchuk; 
Mabel Anderson by Debbie Roeland; Barbara Rowz 
by Carolyn Kazina; Della Penney by Cynthia 
Magura; Barbara Stead by Sheila Rattai; and Sharon 
Curtis by Beverly Gregg. The chaperones were Mr. 
and Mrs. Alan W illie Loder, and they were hosted by 
Mr.and Mrs. Wilfred James. 

Newfoundland 4-H exchange members and chaperones at 
Beausejour Centennial Grounds, July 11. 
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The Brokenhead Agricultural Society 

The Brokenhead Agricultural Society was 
formed in 1910. Fairs were held in 1910 and 1911, 
but not in 1912. In 1913 the fair was held again with 
a big parade and horse show. All records from 1913 
to 1929 were accidentally burned, so there are no 
records of who served as Presidents in that interval. 
However, from 1929 to 1981, the Presidents were: 
From 1929 to 1937 Joe Steffes 
From 1938 to 1941 G.V. Towle 
From 1942 to 1946 Jack Sinnott 
From 1947 to 1950 G.V. Towle 
From 1951 to 1952 J.J. Steffes 
From 1953 to 1960 N.W. Kubish 
From 1961 to 1961 W. Golembioski 
From 1962 to 1971 G.V. Towle 
From 1972 to 1981 Fred Steinke 

Mr. G.V. Towle first became a member of the 
Brokenhead-Agricultural Society in 1924 and at 
that time there were 15 to 20 members. Today the 
Society has grown to 200 members, with about 35 of 
them being active. 

The Farmers' Market was held every Friday in 
the Brokenhead Agricultural Society grounds witl) 
every farmer coming to the market with hogs, 
chickens and eggs. Produce was sold off their 
wagons and trucks free of charge until the 1940's. 

Then, in the 1950's, the Agricultural Society 
charged $1.00 from every farmer coming into the 
fair grounds with wagon or truck of hogs and 

Some of the board members (1979). 
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poultry, and a membership was gained. With the 
$1.00 membership, you had 10 entries free for the 
fair, and the $1.00 that came in from these 
producers was then used to pay the taxes for the fair 
grounds. 

In 1967, Canada's Centennial Year, the SOciety 
sold the fair grounds for $1.00 to the Town of 
Beausejour and the R.M. of Brokenhead. Itisnamed 
the Beausejour-Brokenhead Centennial Park. 

In the 1950's there were also fall fairs, where 
the exhibitors entered bacon, fowl, ducks, geese 
and turkeys. A man from Canada Packers came to 
judge the entries. 

Fairs in the 1950's were one day summer fairs 
with parades, horse shows and exhibits, until 1972. 
Since then it has always been a Friday evening 
parade and Saturday and Sunday fair days. 

There are baseball tournaments, horse shows 
and a midway. The exhibition building is all decked 
out with a large section in school work and crafts for 
junior exhibitors. There is also a special section for 
senior citizens. There is a large section for 
vegetables, grain, sheaves, flowers, knitting, 
sewing, baking, canning and craft exhibits. 

There is also an annual event, a fall wind-up 
dinner and dance with 28 trophies presented by 
Beausejour businesses. The awards are presented 
to the winners of the most first prizes in each section 
of the fair. 



Brokenhead Fair - October 2, 1902. 
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Beausejour Lions Club 

The Beausejour Lions Club was organized on 
September 28,1948 by Mr. T. Winton. The Charter 
Nite was November 22,1948 and 25 members were 
in attendance. Club dues were set at $12. Donald 
Young, District Governor was also in attendance. 
The elected officers of the Beausejour club were as 
follows: 
President, James H. Armstrong; and Secretary
Treasurer, John Robertson. The 25 charter 
members ranged from doctors to farmers, and 
lawyers to merchants. These men were as follows: 
James H. Armstrong, Kenneth Batenchuk, Abra
ham I. Bronstein, Dr. Joseph Brook, Fred Dreffs, 
Morris Einhorn, Abram D. Friesen, Abe Greenberg, 
Edward H. Gretsinger, Gerald V. Hoban, Harold E. 
Kreger, John J. Leeder, Harold M. Matheson, 
Arnold Meltzer, Sidney Meltzer, John Robertson, 
James Rosenstock, Oscar Russell, Claude H. 
Shields, John (M.P.) Sinnott, Joseph Abramson, 
R.A. Hayes, Albert Larson, Dr. H.H. Lippmann, and 
Joseph Bellan. 

The past Presidents of the Lions Club are: 

1948-49 J.H. Armstrong 
49-50 J.H. Armstrong 
50-51 A. Greenberg 
51-52 C. Shields 
52-53 A. Larson 
53-54 H. Genaske 
54-55 W. Schneider 
55-56 A. Meltzer 
56-57 H. Lippmann 
57-58 L. Stebbe 
58-59 Sid Meltzer 
59-60 J. Shuster 
60-61 L. Kaatz 
61-62 W. Middleton 
62-63 E. Walters on 
63-64 H. Mitchell 

1964-65 A. Neyedly 
65-66 W. Kozyra 
66-67 G. Brown 
67-68 M. Lucko 
68-69 W. Lambert 
69-70 W. Lambert 
70-71 L. Cherrey 
71-72 L. Brethauer 
72-73 B. Dyne 
73-74 H. Podealuk 
74-75 P. Westhoven 
75-76 B. Dyne 
76-77 T. Dattani 
77-78 B. Baxter 
78-79 E. Otke 
79-80 B. Stoddart 
80-81 Paul Deol 

In 1949 the Beausejour Lions Club, with a 
membership of 30, held the first Winter Ice Carnival 
under the chairmanship of Bert Larsen. They 
donated their proceeds as follows: $1000 to the War 
Memorial Rink; $290 to the Institute for the Blind; 
and $775 for the purchase and installation of a P.A. 
system in the Memorial Rink. 

In 1950, with a membership of 33, the Lions 
Club donated $1500.00 from the 2nd Winter Ice 
Carnival to the Memorial Rink. They also 
reimbursed Lion Sandy Hayes $10.00, which he had 
donated to a blind man. This handicapped 
gentleman had been put off the bus at Beausejour, 
while enroute to Kenora because of insufficient 
funds. Mr. Hayes provided accommodation at the 
hotel free of charge, and with the aid of the $10.00 
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the man proceeded to his destination the follOWing 
day. He later expressed his appreciation in a letter 
written for him and mailed to Lion Sandy. Sid 
Meltzer, chairman of a bingo nite and crib 
tournament, sent the proceeds of $90.34 in aid of 
furnishing a room at the Beausejour District 
Hospital. A special flood relief committee formed 
with Lion Claude Shields as chairman. 

In 1951, with a membership of 40, the Lions 
Club donated $800 to the Memorial Arena, and 
later another $500. Another $225 was donated to 
the Hospital. The Halloween party for children had 
its beginning. Alma Schiller was provided with a 
sewing machine for $116.45. 

In 1952, with a membership of 38, the Lions 
donated $2,000 of their net profit of $2,900 to the 
Memorial Arena. 

In 1953, with 40 members, they purchased a 
wheelchair for Louis Neskar. They also bought 15 
uniforms for the Junior Hockey team and spon
sored a boy scout group. 

In 1954 and 1955, with 45 members, the Lions 
presented the school with a studio lounge, donated 
$100 for baseball equipment, $25 to the March of 
Dimes, $50 to Ontario Flood Relief, $62.37 to help 
pay for the installation of a fire escape at the Arena, 
$275 for a ladies rest room at the Arena, $1,700 to 
the Memorial Arena, $25 to a fund for the purchase 
of an artificial limb, and $25 for the National 
Institute for the Blind. They also donated most of 
their $2700 Carnival Proceeds to the Arena. 

In 1956, with 48 members, they assisted the 
Institute for the Blind in placing a record player and 
records with a blind patient in our district. 

In 1957 the membership increased to 52 and 
attendance jumped from 40% to 50%. 

In 1958, with 41 members, they donated 
$415.00 for the purchase and placement of sheet 
metal for the Memorial Arena. 

In 1959, with 40 members, they turned over 
$1,000 to the Crippled Children's Fund (Easter Seal 
Campaign). They also purchased all of the baseball 
equipment for the Pony League. 

In 1960, with 33 members, they set aside 
$1,500 (the net proceeds from the Carnival) for the 
erection of a Kiddie's Playground. They dona ted 
$51 towards purchase of three uniforms for the 
Boy's Band. The Lion's Club, to date had donated 
about $12,000 to the Memorial Arena. 

In 1961, with 37 members, they donated $1900 
towards a Kiddies Park. 

In 1962, with 32 members, they started 
discussions on the need for a Senior Citizens Home. 
Lion Bill Middleton was appointed Zone Chairman 
for the Lions International District. The C.N.I.B. 



canvas started for the first time. 
In 1963, with 39 members, Beausejour's 1st 

Winter Farewell celebration and the birth of the 
Canadian Power Toboggan Races were held and 
managed by the Lions Club. They also sponsored 
the organization of the Lac Du Bonnet Lions Club, 
and purchased an eye-testing machine for use in all 
schools in the district. 

In 1964, they sponsored a new club at Pinawa. 
Lion Eyfi Walters on was appointed Zone Chairman 
of District 5M3. Plans were made to extend the 
Winter Farewell to a two day event. 

In 1965, with 40 members, the Lions Club filed 
an application to register the name: CANADIAN 
POWER TOBOGGAN CHAMPIONSHIPS. They 
donated money to the Canadian Association for the 
Mentally Retarded. A CN.I.B. canvas netted $500. 

In 1966, with 38 members, they built a 
permanent Lions Float to be entered in various 
parades in the area. The Club relinquished the 
rights and the management of the Winter Farewell 
and Power Toboggan Championships to the 
community as a whole. The CN.I.B. netted $600. 

In 1967, with 37 members, Lion Archie 
Neyedley was successful in having his very own 
recipe published in the Tuscalooso Lions Club Wild 
Game Recipe Book. $250 was donated to the Foster 
Children's Home being built at Beausejour. 

In 1968, with 39 members, the club committed 
itself to an equity position of $28,000 for a 20 unit 
elderly persons housing project. The first Annual 
Turf Races were launched. Lion Bob Dyne was 
appointed Zone Chairman. A CN.I.B. canvas 
netted $416. 

In 1969, with 40 members, the Club held many 

kinds of fund-raising events, including bond sales to 
interested citizens and business establishments. 
The Town donated $9,300 and the R.M. of 
Brokenhead donated $2,000. Official opening of 
Lion's Lodge was on September 14. A CN.I.B. 
canvas netted over $600. 

In 1970, with 38 members, the Club sponsored 
Beausejour's first Beer Gardens. 

In 1971, with 39 members, they discussed the 
need for and the feasibility of a new Recreational 
Complex for the community. 

In 1972, with 34 members, the CN.I.B. canvas 
netted $600. 

In 1973, with 30 members, they donated $50 to 
Air Cadet Squadron. 

In 1974, the membership increased to 36. The 
Lions, for the next three years, were instrumental 
in supporting locai sports and community projects. 
In 1974, they donated $50 to the Senior School 
Track Team, in 1975 they gave the North-Eastern 
Comets $500, and in 1976 they gave supporttothe 
local library. 

1979 was a big year for the Beausejour Lions. 
The Lionesses held their charter nite on October 20. 
Now Beausejour had both the brother and sister 
organizations working in their community on their 
behalf. 

For the next two years, the Lions donated to 
the Agassiz Festival of the Arts, Terry Fox 
Marathon, and other community projects. 

The Lions have had their highs and lows but 
still are strong, willing, and able community 
members with only one goal in mind - the 
betterment of Beausejour. 

Left to right: Bill Murrell, Stan Henderson,]. Bellan, O. Russell, Mr. Hoban, Mr. Matheson, 
Mr. Greenberg, S. Hayes, Don Brook. Foreground: Mr. Armstrong. 
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Beausejour Masons Ophir Lodge No. 112 

Dispensation for a Masons club was issued on 
March 2nd, 1909 by M.W. Bro. Henry J. Pugh, 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Manitoba. The 
first meeting held under dispensation was on April 
8th, 1909. The Charter was signed on June 8th, 
1910, by: James D. Boine, GrandMaster, George W. 
Baker, Deputy Grand Master, John Wymis, Grand 
Sr. Warden, William Chambers, Grand Jr. Warden, 
and James A Ovasm, Grand Secretary. The lodge 
had members from the following points: AnoIa, 
Warren, Rennie, Beausejour, Portage La Prairie, 
Winnipeg, Brandon, Hadashville, Seven Sisters, Lac 
Du Bonnet, Tyndall, Dugald, B.C. Points, Stony 
Mountain, Great Falls, and White mouth. 

The first officers of Ophir Lodge #112 were: 
Bro. George A Shade, S.W., Bro. Chauncey E. 
Coke, J.W., Bro. Daniel T. Fawcett, Treasurer, Bro. 
George Young, Secretary, Bro. John Stephen 
Hough, Chaplain, Bro. William Bethel, S.D., Bro. 
Joseph Shaw,J.D., Bro. Charles A Maddin,I.G.,and 
Bro. James Drysdale, Tyler. 

The Ophir Lodge #112 has about 120 members 
and they meet once a month. 

The officers for 1981 are: 

Master 
Senior Warden 

W. Bro. Thor. H. Bjarnson 
Bro. Frank Chmuhalek 

Masons W. Brother L.J. Pulfer and R.W. Brother L.L. Taylor. 
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Junior Warden 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Tyler 
D. of C. 
Senior Deacon 
Junior Deacon 
Inner Guard 
Senior Steward 
Junior Steward 
Chaplain 
Organist 
I.P.M. 

Bro. Jack Hildebrand 
W. Bro. Malcolm Murray 
Bro. David W. Kirkham 
Bro. D. Donald Chmuhalek 
W. Bor. WilliamJ. Whaley 
Bro. Hendrikus Theunissen 
Bro. A. Freeman Fjeldsted 
Bro. Clide Hickson 
Bro. Carl Kummen 
Bro. Boris Hyworon 
Bro. Ronald W. Jackson 
Bro. Gerald R. Denisuik 
W. Bro. Alexander Kinghorn 

1975 - Bob Emmet, a long time brother 
in Ophir Lodge, is honored this year for 
his many years of service. He was 
originally from Lac Du Bonnet, and the 
older Lodge members will remember him 
coming by push car from Lac Du Bonnet 
all the way to Beausejour in the winter to 
attend meetings. Mr. Emmet will be 
awarded his 60 year bar. 

Mason and Knights of Columbus March. 



Beausejour Hospital Guild 

The Beausejour Hospital Guild was first 
organized in 1949 with Mrs. Anne Genaske as 
president and Margaret Rumak as secretary
treasurer. Mrs. Celia Hoban became the Guild's 
second president. Some of the active members 
included Mrs. Wasnie, Mrs. A. Greenberg, Mrs. 
Flekke, Mrs. Crampton, Helen Meltzer, Francis 
Warkentin, Mrs. Hastman, Mrs. Kraut, Anne 
Wolanin, Mrs. Czastkiewiecz, Anne Stebbe, Betty 
Emberley, Audrey Koslack, Mrs. Bush, Mrs. 
Kielback, Mrs. Weselake, Mrs. Mitchell, Mrs. 
Renshaw, Mrs. Przednowek, Mrs. KlingbeIl, Mrs. 
Drysdale, Mrs. Gretsinger, Mrs. Lippman, Mrs. 
Cryderman, Mrs. Pulfer, Mrs. Tolosko, Mrs. 
Larson, Mrs. Johnson and Ethel Rumak. 

Monies were raised by having Tom Cat Teas, 
Tag Days, Dances, lemonade sales, rummage sales, 
teas, bake sales, theatre nights, barn dances, bingos, 
concerts, implement show, cedar chests and whist 
drives. 

No record has been found as to what items 
were purchased for the Hospital, but purchases 
were made from the T. Eaton Co., Gaults Ltd., the 
Hudson Bay, Campbell and Hyman Surgical 
Supply, Fairfields and from many of the Beausejour 
stores. 

in 1959 the Womens Institute took over the 
Hospital Guild with a balance of $33.00, which was 
later turned over to the matron of the hospital. 

On February 10, 1972 the Beausejour Health 
Auxiliary was reorganized with Sigrun Walterson 
as president, Alice Otke treasurer and Gerri Walker 
as secretary. Other presidents have been Cora Ott, 
Adeline Kamarous, Marion McBain, Mary Lau
rent, Sigrun Walterson, again, and this year Cora 
Ott presides. The auxiliary has continuously had 
about 25 active members and 10 volunteer workers. 
They meet every third Thursday of every month 
except July and August. The Auxiliary has provided 
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and operated a roving cart with patient needs and 
other goodies three times a week. Magazines and 
books are supplied periodically, volunteer sewing 
has gone on continuously whenever necessary by 
Tillie Fuerst, Mary Ottenbreit and Julie Pfiefer. 
Volunteer drives are available to the hospital for 
patient transfer. A showcase of gift articles -
mostly all made by and donated by the auxillians -
remains at the hospital for patients and visitors. 
This provides a service and alsoa continuous project 
and is a money maker. The Auxilliary has two other 
major projects during each year - usually a Spring 
Tea and a Fall Rummage Sale or raffle. The monies 
made are given to the hospital administrator to buy 
many needed supplies for the Beausejour District 
Hospital and East Gate Lodge. Some of the articles 
purchased are: Ohio Transport Incubator, Jolly 
Jumper, play pen, cart wagon, shaver, hair dryer, 
baby walker, sewing and providing drapes for the 
entire hospital, television for the patients lounge, 10 
upholstered easy chairs, flower vases, adult 
commode chairs, weigh scale, window blinds, over 
bed tables, beside tables, mattresses, Christmas 
decorations and the list goes on and on. 

The Auxilliary furnished one room at East 
Gate Lodge. It also provides Mothers and Fathers 
Day corsages, flowers at Christmas and a donation 
to their Christmas party each year. 

Social activities are a Christmas Party for all 
members and volunteers and a June wind-up pot 
luck dinner. 

The Beausejour Health Auxilliary is always 
represented at the Regional, Provincial and 
National meetings. 

The Auxilliary is a busy and very self
satisfying organization. Anyone is welcome to be a 
member. 

By Sigrun Walterson 



Beausejour Scouts, Cubs, andBeavers 

On May 31,1929 Mr. Robert Hayes called for a 
meeting of those interested in forming a Scouts 
group in Beausejour. Due to the good response a 
committee was formed and plans were put into 
effect. The committee elected Mr. Hayes as 
Chairman and Mr. Alex Waddell as Secretary. The 
committee members were: Mrs. A. Gretsinger, 
Mrs. M. Hoban, G.M. Huntley, A. Nemirovsky, 
Reverend Moertelmeyer, Father Sajek, and Robert 
Watson. 

Application for the registration of the 
Beausejour Scout Pack was submitted and accepted. 
Beausejour Scouts became known as Charter #94. 
Mr. R.J. Love was selected as Scout Master. His 
assistants were: Wm. Frame, E. Menzies, Dr. W.G. 
Riddell and R. Watson. The pack consisted of 
approximately 14 children and was well attended. 

Because there were many registration renew
als, the charter number changed, in 1932, to #429. 
With each of these renewals came different leaders, 
commitee members, and sponsors. The one thing 
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that has not changed over the years is the great 
support the scouts have received from the parent 
body. 

The last registration renewal available was 
from 1977-78. The group was then known as 
"Beausejour Beavers and Cubs", and registered as 
Charter #429. The sponsoring body at this time was 
the "Interested Parents" group. The register 
showed payment for: eight committee members, 23 
cubs, and 39 beavers. The committee for this period 
consisted of: Dick Holder, Chairman; Alyne 
Houghton, Secretary; and Marlene Cyncora, 
Treasurer. The special events commitee was 
headed by Nancy Ott. Marlene Baker and Karen 
Carmichael were in charge of the ladies' auxiliary. 
Reverend Hal Roebuck was the registered 
Chaplain. The leaders were: Marion Baker, Charles 
Siedel, Gail Richter, Irene Kinaski, Dianne Tetrault, 
George Gillespie, Elaine Baker, Benita Szajewski, 
Jean McLean, Valerie Towle, Peter Spice, and Grant 
Johnson. 
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Lion's Lodge Senior Citizens Home 

The Lions Club began discussion in regards to 
a senior citizens home in 1962. In 1966, the 
enthusiasm grew and things began to happen. In 
1967 discussion was centered around the conflict 
between a Kiddies Playground and the Senior 
Citizen Home. The decision took place in 1968 and 
plans were set down for the senior citizens home. 

Fund raising began la ter that same year and the 
club also made a commitment of $28,000 in equity 
towards this project. Raffles, a walkathon and 
Monte Carlo Nite were the major fund raising 
activities. Lions Larry MacDonnell and Pat Koslak 

Clocked at 15 miles per hour past Colmer's 
Park last week was Julian Ilchena out on a 
practise run prior to Pinawa to Beause
jour walkathon this Saturday. Over 40 
walkers will be in the walkathon with 
proceeds going to the Beausejour Home 
for Senior Citizens. (1968) 
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spearheaded the acceptance of tenders in August of 
1968. Fund raising continued in 1969 with the 
biggest event being the sales of bonds to interested 
citizens and business establishments. 

Jerome Shuster, Phil Shuster, and Bob Dyne 
were appointed to the Board of Directors in 1969. In 
March of the same year an Open House was held, 
and by April 23 all the suites were filled. The official 
opening took place on September 14, 1969 and in 
1970 landscaping at Lion's Lodge took place. 

By Lion's Club of Beausejour 

Walkathon nets $2050 jor home 

The Beausejour Lions Club spon
sored Julian's Walkathon June 29 from 
Pinawa to Beausejour has netted the 
Lions $2050. The money will be used for 
the construction of the elderly citizens 
home to be built here this summer. 

According to Lions president Bill 
Lambert, $346 is still to be collected by the 
walkers from sponsors presently on 
vacation or on business trips. 

Success of the walk is being 
attributed to the enthusiastic support 
given by walkers, organizers and spon
sors. 

Walkers who walked 30 miles or 
more are: Julian Ilchena, Doug Berg
mann,Ron Woligroski,J.Rogoski, Walter 
Dudych, D. Bullman, Allan Carbolinski, 
Rusty Craig, D. Ferchoff, R. Hicks, B. 
Barrett, C. Mikoliew, J. Fenton, B. Berg
mann, J. Ostryzniuk, Maureen Henning
sen, Dale Dreffs, and Florence Neyedly. 

Walking 20-30 miles were Ray 
Nixon, M. Chura, S. Foxwell, Joe 
Dudych, Harley Shuster, Ken Rapin
chuk, Robert Rondeau, L. Belluk, H. 
Klopak, Ken Cretsinger, Cord Brown, 
Larry McDonald. 
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40 already signed jor walkathon Sat. 

Some 40 walkers have registered for 
the Pinawa to Beausejour walkathon to 
be held Saturday, June 29 and more are 
expected to do so this week before closing 
time June 27. 

Walkers will be taken to Pinawa by 
bus and leave there at 4 a.m. Participants 
must be at least 13 years old. Walkers will 
meet at 3:30 a.m. in front of the 
Beausejour Town Hall. 

All proceeds of the walk are going 
towards the construction of the new 
senior citizens horne in Beausejour. It is 
sponsored by the Beausejour Lions Club. 

The walkathon is being called 
Julian's Walkathon after veteran walker, 
68-year-old Julian Ilchena, who it is 
rumoured, has more money riding on his 
efforts June 27 than many a horse at 
Assiniboia Downs. 

Beausejour Senior Citizen's Club 

A group of seniors met several times with the 
thought in mind of having a Senior's Group. 
Eventually, they had enough to ga ther together and 
hold a meeting. At this meeting elections of an 
Executive and Board Members was held. The 
Executive was as follows: Fred Small, President; Bill 
Struss, Vice-President; Annie Molinski, Treasurer; 
and Beatrice Rattai, Secretary. The Board Members 
were: Gertie Mikolash, Minnie Litke, Julius 
Hintz, Mrs. Valenta, Louis Vogel, and Helen 
Vogel. 

Town Hall. It was decided that the Town Hall would 
be available on Wednesdays and Fridays for the 
seniors to play cards, shuffleboard, checkers, and 
bingo. 

A New Horizons gran t was applied for and on 
March 28, 1974 they were informed that the 
application had been accepted. After meeting with 
the Mayor and Council, aHorse Shoe Pit and tables 
for checkers and cards were set up at the rear of the 
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With the help of Stewart Duncan, the summer 
recreation director, arrangements were made for 
bus trips to special events and fairs that seniors 
wished to attend. 

With the news that all seniors were invited to 
corne out and use the facilities made available, a 
grand opening was held on June 26, 1974. 

For the 100th Anniversary of Beausejour 
(1875-1975), the Seniors entered a float in the 
parade. They received first prize for their efforts. 

by Mrs. E. Tait 



Senior citizens are dropping in 
at Beausejour Town Hall 

twice a week 
"We have the bull by the tail and 

we were just a headin' down hill," 
laughed Mr. Fred Small, chair
man of the Beau-Head Senior 
Citizens Centre as he watched 80 
senior members of thecommunity 
enjoy using the Beausejour Town 
Hall for the first time on 
Wednesdasy afternoon; June 26. 

As he watched, Mr. Trapp was 
playing a rousing rendition of 
'Clementine' on the mouth-organ 
while Mr. Vogel warmed up his 
violin. Others were enjoying a 
coffee while listeningto the music. 
Tables were being set up for bingo 
and cards. Smiling faces were 
everywhere to be seen. 

A shorrtime before, Mr. Small 
had addressed the gathering of 
senior citizens to explain that they 
would be using the Town Hall as a 
'drop in' centre on Wednesday 
and Friday afternoons beginning 
at 1:00 p.m. 

"The federal government has 
allocated $10 million to commu
nities that have senior citizens 
who will organize themselves," he 
explained. 

"We held our first organiza
tional meeting last March. In a 
short time, the federal govern
ment had granted us $5,000 so we 
could get together and enjoy life 
more. We are buying furniture 
and games equipment. And, we 
have a promise of another $2,500 
in future. 

"There were 40 people at our 
meetings and we began looking 
for a suitable place for senior 
citizens to meet. We couldn't find 
anything that was suitable to rent. 
We needed to be in the Centre of 
town and we needed space enough 
for shuffle boards, etc. 

"Someone suggested that the 
Town of Beausejour might let us 

use the Town Hall. We asked 
Council and sure enough, they 
said we could if we didn't mind 
sharing with other community 
groups and the Court on certain 
days. 

"Well, here we are," he said, 
"and we are very grateful and 
thankful to the Council members 
for the privilege of using the 
Town Hall and we will sure keep it 
looking good." 

"We are going to be looking for 
communication between us older 
folk and our young people. We 
don't want to be segregated as 'old 
people'. We want to invite the 
young people to drop in and visit 
us and maybe join us in a game of 
cards or horse shoes. 

"This is a truly historic occasion 
for Beausejour and for us. It will 
make life much more enjoyable to 
have a place like this to get 
together." 

Mayor Walters on then ad
dressed the gathering saying, 
"Let's get one thing straight from 
the start. The Town Council 
hasn't done you any great favours 
by letting you use the Hall. Who 
do you think paid for it? You did. 
The Hall belongs to everyone in 
Beausejour. 

"There is one thing that Council 
would like all of you here to keep 
i,n mind," he said. "The East Gate 
Lodge personal care home will be 
opening in the fall. You people 
here today are healthy. I know it 
will be a bit of a walk up there but 
we hope you will manage to take 
time to visit and play games with 
the folks who will be living at East 
Gate Lodge. Come here to Town 
Hall but please keep those other 
people in mind and try and share 
some of your fun with them. We 
would really appreciate it. 
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"Some of your members have 
worked hard to put in a horseshoe 
pit behind the Town Hall. There is 
a long bench to sit on there and 
lawn darts to play. Don't just sit 
down here. Get some recreation 
too." 

At this point, a sprightly senior 
asked the Mayor if Council would 
mind some music or dancing in 
the Town Hall. 

"As far as I know," he laughed, 
"two people have already gone 
home for their instruments. Sure 
you can dance. If I hear the music, 
I will be in to enjoy it. 

"I hope you have so much fun 
here that you don't have to come 
to my drugstore to get pills for 
your rheumatism," he concluded. 

Stew Duncan, provincial sum
mer recreation director for Beau
sejourwas then introduced by Mr. 
Small. 

Mr. Duncan explained that he 
is here to help senior citizens have 
fun by bringing in special enter
tainment and by arranging for 
free bus transportation for groups 
wishing to visit interesting loca
tions or fairs, etc. 

"Leave your names with your 
secretary Mrs. B. Rattai if you 
would like to go ona bustrip."he 
c.oncluded. 

Mr. Duncan then began setting 
up tables for bingo. 

A comfortable couch and chair 
are already installed at the Hall. 
Another 20 comfortable chairs 
have been ordered and chairs 
belonging to the Town are also in 
use. A shuffle board is on order as 
are card tables. 

All senior citizens are invited to 
use the Town Hall on Wednesday 
and Friday afternoons. Special 
activities will be announced in this 
newspaper. 



WE HAVE THE BULL BY THE HORN and we are just a headin' down hill' 
Fred Small told senior citizens at the Beausejour Town Hall on Wednesday 
afternoon as they began using the hall as a drop-in centre. 

THE MUSIC BEGAN to play at Beausejour Town Hall on 
Wednesday and Friday afternoons; on the left is Mr. B. 
Trapp playing the mouth organ. Mr. Louie Vogel listens 
carefully as he warms up his violin. 

SOME SETTLED DOWN TO A GOOD CARD GAME while others played penny bingo at the 
Town Hall on Wednesday as senior citizens began using the facility for a meeting place. 
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Senior citizens to 
use Town Hall 

Groups of retired Canadians from 
coast to coast including those in 
Beausejour, are embarking on inno
vative enterprises and activities as a 
result of the federal government's 
"New Horizons" program. 

The objectives of "New Horizons" 
are threefold: to encourage the 
retired to participate in community 
life, to provide an opportunity for 
senior citizens to utilize their know
ledge, and experience and to foster 
friendships and encourage mutual 
aid among retired persons. 

Funds are granted under the 
program to include such items as 
accommodation, rental, purchase of 
equipment, travel, etc. 

In Beausejour an active senior 
citizens group has formed under the 
leadership of Mr. Fred Small. Mr. 
Small and other senior citizens met 

with Mayor Walters on and Council
lors recently to request the use of the 
Town Hall on Park Avenue as a 
drop-in centre for senior citizens. 

"The Town Hall belongs to the 
citizens of Beausejour and they are 
welcome to use it as much as 
possible," said Mayor Walterson. He 
noted that other community groups 
such as the Beausejour District 
Hospital Auxiliary use the Town 
Hall for various events. 

"We welcome the use of the Hall by 
our senior citizens," he said, "but we 
must leave time allocations for other 
groups as well." 

He then suggested that the senior 
citizens will be invited to use the 
facilities at East Gate Lodge (per
sonal care home) scheduled for 
opening in the early fall. However, as 
East Gate Lodge is a good walk from 

Beausejour Home and School 

Park A venue, Council felt that the 
Town Hall would be more appro
priate for a casual centre. 

After some discussion with Mr. 
Small, it was decided that senior 
citizens will have full use of the Town 
Hall on Wednesdays and Fridays 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

In an interview on Saturday 
morning, Mr. Small said that the 
"N ew Horizons" grant will be used to 
purchase a shuffle board, furniture, 
card tables, games, horseshoes, 
darts, etc. which will be at the Town 
Hall for the enjoyment of senior 
citizens. 

Mr. Small invited all senior 
citizens to drop in attheTown Hallin 
the near future. Watch The Beaver 
for opening day. 

Beausejour Home and School has had a history 
of struggling to become established and to remain 
alive; sometimes dying out, only to be revived in 
later years. Following the amalgamation of the 
Agassiz School Division, Beausejour Home and 
School first originated with Wally Zillman, Jean 
Cretsinger, Robert Dyne and Mr. and Mrs. Archie 
Warren being instrumental on the first executiv~s. 
Unfortunately, apathy and poor attendance at the 
meetings discouraged the executive and therefore 
they disbanded Home and School entirely. 

Edward Schreyer Senior School. The ideas and 
guidance from the Manitoba Federation of Home 
and Schools and the Parent-Teacher Association 
provided the necessary leadership in establishing 
the Beausejour Home and School as a link between 
the main partners in the educa tion of our children -
the parent and the teacher. 

In 1980, another group of people approached 
the School Board asking how they could become 
more involved in their school. They were advised to 
form a Home and School group again. The first 
Executive included Daphne Keck (President), 
Brenda Newman (Secretary-Treasurer), Irene 
Mazur (Vice-President), Al Tymko as the 
representative from the Beausejour Elementary 
School, and Jim York as the representative from the 
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We strive to create a positive attitude through 
recruiting and involving parents in volunteer work 
in the schools. Through this, parents gain an 
opportunity to know their own child's teachers and 
exchange valuable information; teachers gain 
parental interest, understanding and support; 
students gain pride in parental participation in their 
schools and encouragement through a combined 
effort. 

Hopefully, this time Beausejour Home and 
School will continue to flourish. 

by Daphne Keck 



Beausejour Knights oj Columbus Council 5870 

The Knights of Columbus was started in 
Beausejour in 1949, with William J. Renshaw as 
the first Presiding Knight. In June 1951 the organi
zation was granted Sub-Council status of the 
Winnipeg Council 1107. The first executive of the 
Beausejour Sub-Council was elected at a meeting 
held in the home of Bro. J.C Ilchena. The members 
are: Wm. Horodyski, Presiding Knight; J.C Ilchena, 
Vice Presiding Knight; Jos. E. Shelson, Secretary; 
Rev. Peter Jaworski, Chaplain. The following were 
members of the Sub-Council: M.J. Hoban, Sr., 
Anton B. Weselak, Michael Przednowek, John 
Przednowek, W.J. Renshaw, Andrew Rewucki,Jos, 
E. Shelson, Frank Sternat, Anton Strecker, Anton 
Tolosko, Julius Wielgosh, Frank Wojcik, Jos. 
Omichinski, Walter Novak, John Modrzejewski, J.J. 
Modrzejewski, Alf Modrzejewski, Steve Lozinski, 
L.M. Lewis, John Kruk, E.A. Keilback, H.S. 
Ka weeki, Jos. Bukoski, J.A. Kososki, Steve Jurewicz, 
J.C Ilchena, W. Horodyski, CC Baker,J.E. Tymko, 
Anton F. Ottenbreit, W.C Malenchak, Leonard J. 
Naaykens, Jos. M. Szajewski, Guy Chauvier, Paul 
G. Duma, Stanley Galka, J.J. Horoshko, Jos. 
Kanaroski, Father Peter Jaworski, Father Jos. Gurka 
and Lawrence Surowich. 

This group carried on as a Sub-Council until 
1966. Bro. Stan Witoski, then the Presiding Knight, 
the Bro. Stan Greschuk, Chairman of the Member
ship Committee, spearheaded the drive to form a 
separate council. The required number ofinsurance 
members was obtained, and on June 15th, 1966 it 
became Council No. 5870 of the Beausejour 
Knights of Columbus. The following are charter 
members, with Bro. Stan Witoski as the first Grand 
Knight, and Ben West as District Deputy: CC 
Baker, C Bialek, A. Bodnarchuk, R. Gavin, A. 
Gmiterek, S. Greschuk, W. Greschuk, J.C Ilchena, 
H. Kruk, Don Kucharski, A. Kula, W. Lambert, S. 
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Lozinski, Ed Modjeski, J. Neduzak, J. Pleskach, J.J. 
Modjeski, D. Schade, J. Schultz, D. Soluk, C Steffes, 
J. Szajewski, W. Wilgosh, S. Witoski, J. Antosz, E. 
Baker, M. Belluk, M. Bodnarchuk, N. Bodnarchuk, 
E. Borsa, S. Ferens, W. Horodyski, S. Jurewicz, F. 
Kirner, L. Kisiloski, M. Kula, S. Kula, A. Modjeski, E. 
Naaykens, Rev. Thadeus Plawny, J. Przednowek, 
M. Przednowek, W. Renshaw, A. Schreyer, J. 
Shelson,J. Steffes, S. Sternat, A. Tolosko,F. Wojcik. 

The Grand Knights to date have been as 
follows: 1966-67 Bro. Stan Witoski; 1967-69 Bro. Ed 
Modjeski; 1969-71 Bro. StanPleskach; 1971-72 Bro. 
Gerald Antymis; 1972-75 Bro. Steve Ferens; 1975-
77 Bro. J. Steffes; 1977-79 Bro. Lawrence Surowich; 
1979-81 Bro. John Steffes; 1981 Bro. Emile Robert. 

Council 5870 comprises St. Mary's R.C 
Parish; Ukrainian Holy Ghost Parish; Ukrainian St. 
Michael's Parish, Tyndall; Sacred HeartR.C Parish, 
Garson; and Sts. Peter & Paul R.C Parish, 
Ladywood. 

It has a large group of Fourth Degree members 
and the formation of an Assembly is contempla ted. 

The Knights sponsor the annual March of 
Dimes (Ability Fund) drive and the Red Cross Blood 
Donors' Clinic, together with the Beausejour J.C's 
One member takes an active part in the annual Red 
Cross fund drive. 

A strong effort was made to build a swimming 
pool from the proceeds of the CF.R.Y. Talent 
Shows. This has fallen through despite the tireless 
efforts of Bro. Steve Ferens, chairman of the 
project. This is due to escalating costs. 

Our membership is reaching the 100 mark, 
and many of the charter members are gone. The 
remaining old timers still take a very active part in 
Council and community affairs. 

by Bill Horodyski 



The Canadian Association jor the 
MentaNy Retarded 
Beausejour Branch 

An organizational meeting for the Canadian 
Association for Retarded Children was held in the 
basement hall of the Agro Bldg. at Park and Fourth, 
in April 1964, because some parents and a few public 
minded citizens were concerned that no education 
was being provided for retarded children in the 
public schools. From the nine person Board of 
Directors, an executive was chosen: President Don 
Maclean, Secretary Emily Dreger, Treasurer 
Martha Matthews and Ways and Means lillian 
Schreyer (Mrs. Tony). The first classroom was 
opened October 1964 in the basement of Grace 
lutheran Church, the teacher was Doreen Best and 
six pupils were in attendance. Since the immediate 
pressing problem was one of finances, Lil Schreyer 
organized a joint Bake Sale, Bazaar, Tea and Bingo, 
in which all churches were asked to participate, and 
turn over all proceeds to the school for the retarded. 
Public support was so gratifying that this became an 
annual event from that year on. 

It was in 1967 that the Manitoba Division of 
the CA.R.C put enough pressure on the Manitoba 
Dept. of Education that all special schools for 
retarded children in the Province came under the 
responsibility of the local School Division Board, 
and were integrated into the public school system. 
In 1970 the class moved to quarters in the 
Elementary School where a qualified teacher was 
provided to instruct the children. 

Then, in 1969, the local Association Board 
turned its attention to the next undertaking, a 
workshop for retarded adults. This opened in 
September that year in the legion Hall on Ashton 
Ave. The one staff person, Mrs. Helen Rattai was 
kept busy with six trainees engaged in teaching 
handicrafts, plastic flowers and car tops for 
weddings, baking and personal hygiene and 
grooming. In 1970 the name of the Association was 
officially changed to Canadian Association for the 
Mentally Retarded (Beausejour Branch). That year 
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also a male manager was hired as there were men in 
the class who could benefit from woodworking 
training. later Mary Bodnarchuk, who had taught 
in the Special Class for the Retarded, was hired as 
his assistant. 

Before long, there were more trainees and the 
old legion Hall was bursting at the seams, so after 
months of negotiating with Crown Assets, the 
Board was able in 1972 to purchase the old Post 
Office Building at Park and Third, for the princely 
sum of $6,000. At Christmas 1972, the shop moved 
in, and by 1976 the building was paid for by the 
proceeds from the Annual Bake Sale, Bazaar, Tea 
and Bingo. When the manager, Hank Walstra, left 
for the milder climes of B.C in June 1974, he was 
ably replaced by Mike Chymyshyn, still assisted by 
Mrs. "B" who remained with the shop until she 
retired at Christmas 1980, to be replaced by Mrs. 
Vera Mclean. 

In addition to the regular program for 19 
trainees upstairs, the shop opened its doors in 1973 
at the request of Agassiz School Division for the 
teaching of woodworking skills for some of the less 
academically oriented students at the Beausejour 
Senior School. The School's industrial arts 
department was taxed to the limit, so a plea went out 
to all service clubs to buy power tools to meet the 
additional needs. The result was that a first rate 
workshop was equipped in the basement. Memorial 
gifts in memory of deceased friends of the retarded 
have paid for two of these machines. 

At the time of writing, it is hoped that a 
program of foster boarding care can be expanded for 
those retarded adults who need a place to live, so 
they can learn skills which will better enable them to 
become as independent as possible. 

by Jean Maclean 
Secretary, 1981 



The Tot Stop and Kids Centre 

Tot Stop was founded in the fall of 1978 when 
Mrs. Joan Grabowski and Mrs. Bonnie Roebuck saw 
a need for day care in the area. They applied for a 
Proviciallicense to operate such a day care facility. A 
house on Oak Avenue was rented, and the "Oak 
Avenue Tot Stop" was established. 

The first year was a struggle as the centre was 
staffed by volunteers. During this year Mrs. Joanne 
Kozarsky and Mrs. Eljean Schiller put in long hours 
to insure the continuation of the day care centre. In 
May of 1979, The Tot Stop moved to the present 
location, at the corner of Park Avenue and Fifth 
Street. The Town of Beausejour gave great support 
to Tot Stop throughout the second year of 
operations. Thanks also should go to Dr. John Elias, 
who donated $1000.00 for equipment. 

Volunteers again supplemented the staff in 
1979-80. The staff was: Bonnie Roebuck, Director; 
Bonnie Haywood, Supervisor; and Jeanne Boi
soneault and Doris Koss, child care workers. 
Marlene Lestition, Barb Birch, and Betty Bates were 
volunteers. A Parent Committee was formed at this 
same time, consisting of: Chairman Mike Czuboka, 
Daphne Keck, Marlene Lestition, Barb Birch, 
Carolyn Holder and Pat McCooeye. 

In the fall of 1980 The Tot Stop was to obtain a 
government subsidy, due to an increase in the 
provincial day care budget. To be eligible for this 
funding, The Tot Stop had to be incorporated into a 
non-profit business. At this time Hal and Bonnie 
Roebuck turned the business over to a parent board 
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in November of 1980. At the annual meeting 
officers were elected. They were: Dennis Adams, 
Chairman; Pat Nevistuik, Treasurer; Dianna Fosty, 
Secretary; Pat Eastman, Publicity Chairman; and 
Bonnie Roebuck, Staff Representative. 

Lawyer Frank Baker led The Tot Stop through 
the procedure of incorporation. One of the first 
responsibilities the Board had was choosing a new 
name. The first choice, "Jack and Jill Playhouse" was 
rejected after a name search found it was already 
being used. The name "Beausejour Kids Centre 
Inc." was then picked and became official. Mr. Gerry 
Nault gave the Board assistance in setting up its 
books. 

The centre provides day care to many families, 
single parents, two parents both working, parents 
of special needs children, families where one or both 
of the parents are training, as well as families new to 
the area, where English is needed to be taught as a 
second language. It tries to meet all the needs of the 
children - mentally, socially, physically, and 
emotionally. All of the staff have received special 
training in Early Childhood Education. They are still 
continuing training through Red River Community 
College courses. The staff now consists of: Bonnie 
Roebuck, Director; and Barbara Birch, Child Care 
Staff. Manda Molkoske, Kim Riopka, Doris Koss, 
Dorothy Bomek and Joan Plaetnick are volunteers. 

The staff appreciates the dedication of it's 
Board, which puts in long hours to coordinate the 
activities of the "Beausejour Kids Centre". 



Beausejour Air Cadet Squadron #249 

The Beausejour Air Cadet Squadron #249 was 
first formed during the 1940's. Interest was high 
during the war years, but after 1945 the Squadron 
was disbanded. 

Beausejour Squadron of Air Cadets #249. (1944) 

The Squadron was revived in 1966. The first 
Commanding Officer in 1966 was Captain Mickey 
Hoban. He was followed by Captain M. Brezina. 

Captain Michael Czuboka was the Command
ing Officer from 1970-73. During this period the 
strength of the squadron was increased from a low 
of about 10 cadets to a high of more than 90. The 
average enrollmen t during this period was between 
60 and 70. Captain Czuboka was able to increase the 
enrollment in the squadron by recruiting in Lac du 
Bonnet, Pinawa, and Whitemouth areas as well as 
Beausejour. Captain Czuboka also organized its 
first "Parents Sponsoring Committee" because he 
was unable to get sponsorship from existing 
organizations. During this period the squadron 
won an award for being the best rural squadron in 
Manitoba and Northwestern Ontario. 

In 1973 the squadron was taken over by 
Commanding Officer Captain p.o. Unfried. As of 
October 1,1975 a new lady officer, Elsie Shewchuk, 
came to help out. On September 21, 1978 Peter 
Unfried informed the Parent Sponsoring Body that 
he would be leaving the squadron. Lt. Alex 
Shewchuk took over as Commanding Officer in 
October of 1978. Following Lt. Shewchuk in 
November of 1979 was Lt. R. Stagg, who is the 
present Commanding Officer. Peter Unfried is now 
the Commanding Officer at the Senior Leaders' 
Summer School at Cold Lake, Alberta. 
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Beausejour Leaders of Air Cadets #249: Wm. Doerksen, Tom 
Donahue, Lou Pulfer. (1944) 

During the period of 1973-1976, cadets from 
No. 249 squadron have been chosen to represent 
Canada Overseas. In 1974, F. Sgt. R. Stremscheg of 
Pinawa, acted on behalf of Canada on a tour of 
Sweden. In 1975 WO I Wayne Wittmeier of Stead 
was awarded a trip to the United Kingdom. F. Sgt. 
Conrad Schnellert, also of Stead, was the recipient 
of another trip to Great Britain. Since only three 
cadets from Manitoba are chosen annually for this 
award, No. 249 squadron has reason to be proud of 
these young men. 

Lt. Col. 
P. Unfried 

W.o. 1 
Miles Macauley 



In 1977 First Class Warrent Officer Miles 
Macauley of Beausejour won a scholarship donated 
by Air Park for a Private Pilot License Training 
Course. 

Outstanding L.A.c. for 1979 was K. Bera, in 

1980 it was A. C. Roberta Kitchen, and in 1981 it was 
Jeff Lindstrom. Beausejour Squadron No. 249 has 
received a number of awards as outstanding 
squadron in Manitoba and Northwestern Ontario. 

Executive members of the Parent Sponsoring Committee for No. 249 
Beausejour Air Cadet Squadron, starting in September 1971 have been as 
follows: 

Date Chairman Secretary-Treasurer 
Sept. 1971 Louis Nagy Leda Podealuk 
Nov. 1974 J. McKoluff Leda Podealuk 
Nov. 1975 Lonson Prettie Elsie Beger 
Oct. 1976 Harold Krebs Elsie Beger 
June 1977 Harold Krebs Lorraine West 
Nov. 1978 Peter Cliche Lorraine West 
Nov. 1979 Peter Cliche Gib Nault 
Jan. 1981 Joe Szajewski Lyn Lindstrom 

This Parents Committee is a non-profit group, to help develop in youth the 
attributes of good citizenship, leadership, physical fitness, and to stimulate 
the interest of youth in the air element ofthe Canadian Forces, through fund
raising and guidance. 
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St. Mary's C. W.L. 

The organizational meeting of St. Mary's 
Catholic Women's League (C.W.L.) was held on 
Sunday, April 9th, 1967 at 2 p.m. in St. Mary's Hall, 
Beausejour. 

The Catholic Women's League of Canada has 
its roots at the parish levels. However, the concerns 
of the members to their fellowmen is extended not 
only to the fellowship in the parish, but beyond the 
boundaries of the parish. 

The formation of St. Mary's C.W.L. succeeded 
the parish organization of St. Mary's Altar Society. 

The charter members are: Mesdames J. 
Pleskach, A.M.Lewis, J.J.Naaykens, Elsie Kawecki, 
Wm. Lambert, G.A. Brown,J. Antosh, S. Witoski,J. 
Adolph, S. Mroz, G . Hickey, S. Wilgosh, L. Pleskach, 
J. Neduzak, V. Machew, E. Borsa, P. Schade and 
Miss Caroline Dennis. Rev. T. Plawny, pastor of St. 
Mary's parish has been director since the formation 
of St. Mary's C.W.L. 

Executive 1967-68: President, Mrs. M. Brown; 1st 
Vice President, Mrs. A. Lewis; 2nd 
vice president, Mrs. T. Borsa; 3rd 
vice president, Mrs. A. Lambert; 
secretary, Mrs. C. Pleskach; trea
surer, Mrs. J. Naaykens. 

Executive 1968-69: President, Maureen Brown, 1st 
vice president, Anne Lambert; 2nd 
vice president, Sylvia Mroz; 3rd 
vice president, Caroline Dennis; 
Secretary, Fran McKay; trea
surer, Carol Mazur. 

Executive 1969-70: President, Carol Pleskach; 1st vice 
president, Anne Lambert; 2nd vice 
president, Sylvia Mroz; 3rd vice 
president, Benita Szajewski, secre
tary Fran McKay; treasurer, 
Carol Mazur. 

Executive 1970-71: President, Carol Pleskach, 1st vice 
president, Sylvia Mroz; 2nd vice 
president, Benita Szajewski; 3rd 
vice president, Carol Mazur; se
cretary, Anne Lambert; treasurer, 
Elsie Wilgosh. 

Executive 1971-72: President, Nell Larson; 1st vice 
preSident, Sylvia Mroz; 2nd vice 
president, Julie Pfeifer; 3rd vice 
president, Carol Mazur; secretary, 
Anne Lambert; treasurer, Elsie 
Wilgosh. 

Executive 1972-73: President, Carol Pleskach; 1st vice 
president, Julie Pfeifer; 2nd vice 
president, Sylvia Mroz; 3rd vice 
president, Mary Ottenbreit; se
cretary, Carol Mazur; treasurer, 
Violet Neduzak. 

Executive 1973-74: President, Carol Pleskach; 1st vice 
president, Julie Pfeifer; 2nd vice 
president, Sylvia Mroz; secretary, 
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Executive 1974-75: 

Executive 1975-76: 

Executive 1976-77: 
and 1977-1978: 

Executive 1978-79: 

Executive 1979-80: 

Executive 1980-81: 

Executive 1981-82: 

Carol Mazur, treasurer, Barbara 
Nikodem. 
President, Julie Pfeifer, 1st vice 
president, Mary Ottenbreit; 2nd 
vice president, Carol Mazur; se
cretary, Sylvia Mroz; treasurer, 
Barbara Nikodem. 
President, Julie Pfeifer, 1st vice 
president, Mary Ottenbreit; 2nd 
vice president, Carol Mazur; se
cretary, Sylvia Mroz; treasurer, 
Jean Rogocki. 
President, Jean Rogocki; 1st vice 
president, Sylvia Mroz; 2nd vice 
president, Barbara Nikodem; se
cretary, Carol Mazur; treasurer, 
Carol Pleskach. 
President, Yvonne Van Bucken
hout; 1st vice president, Julie 
Pfeifer; 2nd vice president, Carol 
Mazur; secretary, Sylvia Mroz; 
treasurer, Susie Urbanski. 
President, Jean Rogocki; 1st vice 
president, Benita Szjewski; 2nd 
vice president, Barbara Nikodem; 
secretary, Sylvia Mroz; treasurer, 
Carol Mazur. 
President, Jean Rogocki, 1st vice 
president, Elsie Wilgosh; 2nd vice 
president, Carol Pleskach; se
cretary, Barbara Nikodem; treasu
rer, Carol Mazur. 
President, Sylvia Mroz; 1st vice 
president, Elsie Wilgosh; 2nd vice 
president, Carol Pleskach; se
cretary, Carol Mazur; treasurer, 
Virginia Kubish. 

Since 1969, a bursary has been awarded to a 
grade 12 student of Beausejour Senior School who 
pursued his/her education. The recipients are: 
Gloria De Neve, 1969; Natalie Szalai, 1970; Daniel 
De Laloye, 1971; George Poschadel, 1972; Lilly 
Kozody, 1973; Eugene Mamrocha, 1974; Susan 
Schewe, 1975; Louise Reiman, 1976; Denise 
Rondeau, 1977; Alexander Szalai, 1979; Mark 
Lange, 1980; Marguerite Weedmark, 1981. 

The members of St. Mary's C.W.L. have 
supported the renovation of St. Mary's Parish 
Center. They have funded the purchase of the rug 
installed in the center aisle in the church. In recent 
years, they have provided funds which were used 
for the renovations in the rectory. A new set of 
vestments for the pastor was purchased. Some 
members instruct the children of the parish enrolled 
in the catechetical program. In the month of 
October, members recite the rosary at every 
Sunday mass during that month. In the month of 



May, the members recite the Litany at each Sunday 
mass. The deceased relatives of the members are 
remembered in the offering of a mass and sympathy 
card. The members have been responsible for the 
organization of the list for gift-bearers at Sunday 
masses. The senior citizens of the parish have been 
honoured at an annual dinner for them. 

Support of community projects and activities 
has been given by the group or by individual 
members. There are the annual drive for funds by 
the March of Dimes (Ability Fund), the Cancer 
Society, etc. St. Mary's C.W.L.lentitssupporttothe 
construction of the Lions Senior Citizens Home. 
The group has supported A.R.C. Industries at their 
annual bazaar. 

Other highlights of St. Mary's C.W.L. 
endeavours are: participated in a clothing drive 
during Manitoba Centennial Week which was 
proclaimed from October 25 to November 1, 1970; 
sponsored a "hunger meal" on Sunday, April 15, 
1973 with funds designated for World Develop
ment and Peace; hosted a tea at the reception for 
new Canadian citizens at the International Friend
ship Centre in Winnipeg once a year; attended a 
pilgrimage at St. Michael's Church, Cooks Creek 
held to commemorate the Holy Year on October 27, 
1974; sponsored two members, Carol Pleskach and 
Benita Szajewski, to attend the "Festival to Life" 
demonstration against abortion held on Parliament 
Hill in Ottawa on November 3, 1974. This C.W.L. 
council convened the 26th annual convention ofthe 
Manitoba Provincial Council of the C.W.L. on 
Friday, June 14, 1974. A 10th anniversary tea was 
held on Sunday, March 13, 1977. The following 
members were honoured for their ten years 
membership in St. Mary's C.W.L. They are: Elsie 
Kawecki, Nell Larson, Vickie Mackew, Carol 
Mazur, Sylvia Mroz, Violet Neduzak, Carol 
Pleskach, Elsie Wilgosh and Lillian Ilchena. 

Proudly displayed is the C.W.L. crest which was made by 
Charter member Angela Lewis on the occasion of St. Mary's 
C.W.L. 10th anniversary tea on March 13, 1977. 
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This C.W.L. has provided funds to the 
Manitoba School for the Deaf, Christmas Cheer 
Board, Italian Earthquake Relief Fund and St. 
Boniface Hospital Research Centre. Clothing drives 
have been organized for needy families. Supported 
the Meals on Wheels program in Beausejour by 
paying for the meals on April 26 of each year. This is 
the feast day of the patroness, Our Lady of Good 
Counsel. Some members also help to deliver the 
meals. At each meeting 1% of each members 
personal purchases is collected and monies are 
remitted once a year for Development and Peace. 

In 1980 the members purchased a banner 
which they proudly display at assemblies. 

Faithful to the C.W.L. motto "For God and 
Canada", the members of St. Mary's C.W.L. 
continue to provide leadership in their parish and 
their community. 

Get-together of the members of St. Mary's Altar Society with 
Father Joseph Gurka in 1965. Front row (L to R): Louise 
Kososki, Olive Wilgosh, Vickie Modjeski, Rev. J. Gurka, Carol 
Pleskach, Carrie Laurie; middle row, Marie McCracken, Nell 
Larson, Nell Rumak, Julie Wilgosh, Helen Drewlo, Lillian 
Ilchena; back row, Pat Kozak, Stella Horodyski, Josephine 
Urbanski, Josephine Naaykens, Anne Wolonin, Angela Lewis 
and Elsie Kawecki. 

St. Mary's C.W.L. 10th anniversary tea held on March 13, 
1977. (L to R): Mrs. Theresa Craig, president of St. Boniface 
Diocesan C.W.L. pours tea while Mrs. CarolPleskachattends 
to the tea table. 



Beausejour Women's Institute 

History means looking back and remembering. 
Beausejour Women's Institute is an important part 
of the history of the Town of Beausejour, a story of 
hard work and good times resulting in lasting 
contributions to a community. 

Part of the largest international women's 
organization in existence, the Beausejour Women's 
Institute began in 1923 when officers were elected 
at a meeting in the Municipal Hall on June 20th. 
There were twenty-seven members with yearly 
fees set at twenty-five cents. The first president was 
Mrs. M.J. Hoban whose daughter, Mrs. Nellie 
Larson, also a charter member, is still a member of 
the Beausejour W.I. 

Always community-conscious, during the 
early years the Women's Institute started a 
travelling library, sewed for needy people in the 
district, supplied wash basins to the school, provided 
sand piles for the school playground and donated 
sports equipment, arranged for the upkeep of the 
military plot in the cemetery, supported the Tennis 
Club, made poppies for Remembrance Day - the 
list of good causes supported is endless. Funds were 
raised mainly by holding card parties, dances and 
raffles. Through delegations and letters, requests 
were made locally and provincially for services 
which would better the community - a town 
curfew, the services of a Public Health Nurse for the 
school, assistance for handicapped children in the 
area, TB tests for cattle in and around Beausejour, 
and in later years, warning lights at railway 
crossings within town limits and a pedestrian cross
walk on Park Ave. 

When Red Cross work began in 1928, the 
members took an active part and continued through 
the Depression years to meet regularly to sew, knit 
and quilt, answering many calls for help throughout 
the district. For several years a thirty-dozen cra te of 
eggs was sent to the Salvation Army Camp each 
summer. In 1934 the W.I. sent gifts to the district of 
Waskada, hard-hit by drought, and in the same year 
arranged for a carload of vegetables to be sent to 
Tilston, Manitoba. This car stopped at Tyndall and 
Garson where more produce was contributed. Until 
recent years Christmas hampers and clothing were 
distributed annually. In 1934 plans were made to 
start a Library in Beausejour. Books were obtained 
for many years from the Department of Extension 
Library and were available from members' homes. 

Alongside fund-raising and working projects 
were social and cultural activities. Musical evenings, 
programmes featuring guest speakers, literary 
reviews by members, courses such as home 
nursing, corn roasts, skits, conventions - all were a 
part of Women's Institute. 
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With World War II the Institute directed their 
efforts to knitting and providing food parcels for 
local boys in the Forces, contributing to drives for 
clothing and milk for Britain and selling War 
Savings Stamps. A hand-made quilt was presented 
to each war bride arriving in the district. These were 
but a few of the works undertaken during the war 
years. 

Beginning in 1937, the W.I. took charge of the 
skating rink, then an open-air rink on Third Street. 
In 1938, the members helped the Town Council to 
arrange and finance moving the fence and club 
house to a new location on Gertrude Avenue. 
Continuing to support and partly finance the rink, 
delegates took part in original planning for a closed
in facility. Until 1962 fund-raising projects were 
channelled toward the upkeep of the Memorial 
Arena. 

Help was given to the hospital in organizing a 
guild. A ward was furnished, curtains were 
provided for the nurses' residence and dining room, 
and money and supplies were donated on different 
occasions. 

In 1962, the members of the W.I. appeared in 
the Beausejour 50th Jubilee Parade dressed in old
fashioned gowns of mauve and yellow gingham, 
riding on a horse-drawn float. Tea was served to all 
visitors on Mitchells' lawn. 

A trophy was purchased in 1965 to be 
presented on a yearly basis to the Grade Ten 
student achieving the highest marks. 

Through the sixties and seventies the W.I. 
continued to support local endeavours. A Centen
nial Tea and Fashion Show for the community 
marked Centennial Year, 1967, featuring the dress 
of the past (back to the 1800's), present and future. 
Members hosted the opening ceremonies at both 
Lions Lodge and Twin Maples, themselves 
equipping the kitchen, and buying, as a joint project 
with the Lions Club, an organ for the lounge of 
Lions Lodge. 

The Winnipeg Interlake Region of W.I. held its 
annual convention here in 1964. By 1968 eight 
members had received life membership pins - Mrs. 
Freda Shade, Mrs. Nellie Larson, Mrs. Helen 
Shulhan, Mrs. Frances Warkentin, Mrs. Fanny 
Drysdale, Mrs. Bertha Novak, Mrs. Helen Kozak 
and Mrs. Louise Giesbrecht. 

Fifty years of community service were 
celebrated in 1973 by holding the Regional 
Convention in Beausejour and by publishing the 
Golden Jubilee of Beausejour W.I. History Book. 
Countless hours went into the preparation of this 
interesting and worthwhile publication. 

A far cry from 1942 when the minutes tell us 



that because of food shortages and impending 
rationing, " ... it was decided to curtail the lunches to 
one cup of tea and sandwich, with each member to 
bring her own sugar", in 1970 some of the members 
worked together to produce 900 buffalo burgers for 
the July 1st festivities in the area. 

For some years the W.1. took an active part in 
sponsoring an annual Amateur Concert, thereby 
realizing considerable help for the Library Fund. 

In times past members sponsored or assisted 
with TB Clinics, Blood Donor Clinics, Red Cross 
Swimming Classes and canvasses for numerous 
charities. Present day projects centre on local 
interests such as entertaining at East Gate Lodge or 
A.R.C. Industries. For some years a Christmas 
concert made up of local talent has been held for 
senior citizens. Through the Provincial and 
Federated Women's Institutes help has been given 
in collecting eyeglasses for use overseas, contri
buting to a Wells Project in Africa, a Landrover for 

Mrs. R. Hayes, hostess of meetings for many years. 
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Lesotho in Africa and the support by our Eastern 
Region of a Foster Child, presently in the 
Philippines. As well, support is given to the 
Children's Hospital Book Drive and the Institute for 
the Blind. This year a contribution of money was 
sent to the Children's Rehabilitation Hospital and 
an afghan made by members will be sent to that 
hospital. In recent years a one-day Mini School was 
held and, in April of 1981, a display of paintings by 
local artists was shown at the Regional Convention 
here. Both events attracted considerable interest. 

The closing months of 1981 will see the 
establishment of a Regional Library in Beausejour. 
This will be the fulfilment of a dream for W.1. 
members who, starting with a travelling library in 
1923, have worked steadily toward this day. Thus, 
the Beausejour Women's Institute will carryon, 
hoping to maintain the high standards set for us by 
those who gave us this organization and worked 
tirelessly "For Home and Country". 

Mrs. M.J. Hoban, first W.I. President 



Beausejour Hotel W.I. meetings held 1925 -1956 

Beausejour 50th Jubilee -1962 
Front row: Mrs. Jean Gretsinger, Mrs. Bertha Novak, Mrs. Helen Meltzer, Mrs. Marie Donahue, Mrs. Louise Giesbrecht, Mrs. Yvonne 

Kruk, Mrs. Pearl Shuster. 
Second row: Mrs. Agnes McKinnon, Mrs. Martha Schaffrott, Mrs. M. Shulhan, Mrs. Esther Shuster, Mrs. Helen Kozak, Mrs. Fanny 

Drysdale, Mrs. Evelyn Turner, Mrs. Tillie Drewlo, Mrs. Margaret Westhoven, Mrs. Nellie Larson, Mrs. Mildred Robbie. 
Third row: Mrs. Angela Lewis, Mrs. Kornelson, Mrs. Anne Wolanin, Mrs. Phyllis Klingbeil, Mrs. Francis Warkentin, Mrs. Nell Rumak, 

Mrs. Clara Black, Mrs. Marge Wilson. 
Missing from photo: Mrs. Phyllis Turner, Mrs. Lydia Schewe. 
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Beausejour Lioness Club 

On Wednesday, June 27,1979, at the home of 
Gib and Martha Nault, a meeting was held to 
organize a Lioness Club. 

The purpose of a Lioness Club is to assist the 
local Lions Club, to carry out its service programs 
and activities, to provide community service 
opportunities to women and to unite it's members 
in friendship, fellowship and mutual understand
ing. Membership in the club shall be granted to any 
female person who is oflegal majority, the wife of a 
member in good standing of the Lions Club, or a 
female person who is sponsored by another 
member of the Lioness Club, even though sheis not 
the wife of a Lions Club member. 

The Beausejour Lioness meet every third 
Wednesday of the month, except July and August, 
and are generally dinner meetings held at various 
restaurants. The club's executive officers meet the 
first Wednesday of the month in the lounge of 
Lions Lodge. 

The first executive officers of the Beausejour 
Lioness were as follows: 
President: Mrs. Sig. Walters on 
1st Vice Pres. Mrs. Gloria Cameron 
2nd Vice Pres. Mrs. Linda Baxter 
3rd Vice Pres. Mrs. Ajit Deol 
Secretary Mrs. Cora Ott 
Treasurer Mrs. Penny Meltzer 
Lioness Tamer Mrs. Doreen Lewis 
Tail Twister Mrs. Pam Hawranik 
Directors Mrs. Penny Stoddart (2 years) 

Mrs. Doria Koss (one year) 
Mrs. Martha Nault (2 years) 

Liaison Officer Lion Bun Baxter 

President - Mrs. Siggi Walterson being presented Lioness 
charter by Lion District Governor Peter Dyck. (October 20, 
1979). 
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Members other than the executive were: Mrs. 
Doreen Bowers, Mrs. Margaret Dyne, Mrs. 
Caroline Holder, Mrs. Janice Omichinski, Mrs. 
Alice Otke, Mrs. Lida Podealuk, Mrs. Barbara 
Riopka, Mrs. Pearl Shuster, Mrs. Vera Shuster, 
Mrs. Linda York. 

The above mentioned people were the 
beginning of the Beausejour Lioness Club and 
Charter Night was held on October 20, 1979 in the 
upstairs hall of the Beausejour Brokenhead Arena. 

Although the Beausejour Lioness Club is a 
comparatively young club, the members have been 
busy with many and varied projects. Some of these 
projects are as follows: 
1. Presented 14 raincoats to the school patrol at 

the Beausejour Elementary School. 

Presentation of school patrol raincoats. Mr. AI Tymko -
principal; Mrs. Doria Koss, Mrs. Linda Baxter, Mrs. Gloria 
Cameron and school student. (1981). 

2. Provided films, entertainment and pot luck 
suppers for residents of Lions Lodge; also held a 
Christmas party for the residents. 

3. Held two scavenger hunts for young children 
and teenagers with prizes awarded to winners. 
This was in conjunction with the Beausejour 
Winter Farewell. 

4. The Lionesses provide an annual school bursary 
to a student at Edward Schreyer School. 

5. A Bowl-A-Thon was held to raise money for the 
Lions Telethon. 

6. Several members assisted at the Lions TV 
Telethon in Winnipeg and presented a cheque 
on behalf of the Beausejour Lioness Club. 

7. Over a period of two years, we held a "Fun Fair" 
for children in the community. 

8. An annual event has become "Dance Down 
Memory Lane" with members and guests 
enjoying music from the "40's, 50's and the 
60's". 

,::. 
.~ .. 



9. A National School Orchestra Association 
Trophy was presented to the Edward Schreyer 
School and presented to an outstanding student 
in the school orchestra. A trophy lapel pin is also 
presented to the student along with a 
certifica te. 

Among other projects, the Lionesses have 
assisted the Beausejour Lions Club in many of their 
projects. 

Beausejour Lioness June Barbeque (1980). Ladies are dressed in Indian saris. 
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Brokenhead River Planning District 

Early in 1975 negotiations were begun with 
the Town of Beausejour, R. M. of Brokenhead, 
Village of Garson and the R. M. of Springfield to join 
together and form a Planning District to maintain 
an orderly fashion of development to our area with 
the general aim of protecting farm land. Several 
meetings were held during the course of the next 
two years until final agreement was reached. On 
May 25,1977, by Order in Council, the Brokenhead 
River Planning District was created. 

The Planning District was formed by the 
municipalities of Garson, Beausejour and Broken
head. The first board was comprised of Chairman, 
Robert Carlson of Garson and members: E. o. 
Walters on and Joe Szajewski of Beausejour; 
C.Baker and Ed Borkowsky of Brokenhead with 
Wayne Omichinski as secretary-treasurer. In July 
of 1977 an advertisement was placed for the hiring 
of a full time secretary-treasurer and development 
officer. This position was taken by W. Omichinski. 
Debbie Hlady was hired as office secretary in March 
of 1979. 

Since the formation of the District, the board 
had acquired Interim Development Control on 
October 13, 1978 and has adopted the Tyndall Basic 

Planning Statement in August of 1979. During the 
period of August, 1978, to March, 1979, Wendy 
Celentino was hired to assist in the preparing of a 
development for the entire District. Funding from 
the province was received to cover this work. Also, 
the province supplied the services of a Liason 
Planner to assist the District Board in the 
preparation of a Development Plan. Dennis Jacobs 
was the first Liason Planner to assist the District 
formation to the fall of 1978. Ron Jackson took the 
position at that time and is at present the Liason 
Planner. 

Members of the Board since 1977 are as 
follows. Garson Representation: Bob Carlson, May 
1977 to November 1977; Walter Skiba, November 
1977 to November 1980; and Richard Rentz, 
November 1980 to present. R. M. of Brokenhead 
Representation: C.Baker, May 1977 to present; Ed 
Borkowsky, May 1977 to November 1979; H.Mark 
Dugard, November 1979 to November 1980; andEd 
Komadowski, November 1980 to present. Town of 
Beausejour Representation: E. O. Walterson, May 
1977 to present; Joe Szajewski, May 1977 to 
November 1980; and Mike Czuboka, November 
1980 to present. 

Weight Watchers 

In July of 1969, Marilyn and Sheldon Reich, the 
directors for the area, came and opened the first 
Weight Watchers class in Manitoba. Two weeks 
later Iris and Ray Walsh arrived in Winnipeg to take 
on the duties of area managers. 

The success of the classes spread quickly and by 
1971 a class was opened in Beausejour. Connie 
Krawchuk was the lecturer. 

Weight Watchers is an international weight 
control program. It has a four-pronged approach. 
The first is the food plan. These include the three 
different levels with variety, and necessary 
nutrition. The Maintenance plan is next. This level 
works to keep the pounds off. The Personal Action 
Plan is the positive changes in personal behavior. 
The final level is the Pepstep Personal Exercise Plan. 
This plan shows two optional ways to trim down 
and stay trim. These weight watcher classes provide 
an atmosphere of mutual sharing, understanding 
and encouragement and help from the staff. 

The Beausejour class has many lifetime 
members enjoying a new life in the community. 

409 

Left to right: Marily Reich (Area Director), Iris Walsh (Area 
Manager), Eileen Marshal (Office Staff). 



TyndaU A erie No. 3386 
of the Fraternal Order of Eagles 

The Fraternal Order of Eagles, founded by six 
theatre owners in a waterfront shipyard in Seattle 
on February 6, 1898, does more than just promote 
good fellowship, do good deeds and provide benefits 
for their members. The Eagles reach outside their 
own ranks to fight for the welfare of all because they 
believe that ordinary men and women are entitled 
to the right to life, to liberty and to the pursuit of 
happiness. As a result, Eagles have resolutely 
supported programs for Old Age Security, Cancer 
Research, Youth Guidance and Inter-Faith Bro
therhood. 

The idea of organizing an Aerie in Tyndall was 
first conceived by Mike Pasieka. He discussed his 
plan with Ted Weselake, another life-long 
resident of Tyndall, who enthusiastically endorsed 
the project. Mike and Ted then enlisted the aid of 
James Paslowski, who proceeded to organize the 
Aerie. 

On April 20, 1969, in an impressive ceremony 
at Teddies Place, Tyndall Aerie #3386 was officially 
instituted by Instituting Deputy Peter MacArthur 
of Fargo Aerie No. 153 and the Degree Team from 
Winnipeg - No. 23. The charter showed that 53 
men were elected to membership on that day. 

Under the direction of President Gary 
Weselake, the young Aerie held its first meeting on 
May 4,1969 at Teddies Place, which was to remain 
the Aerie home until the wee, dark morning hours 
of January 1, 1972 when that lofty structure was 
unfortunately levelled by fire. After alternating 
between the Tyndall Motor Hotel and the Tyndall 
Curling Rink, the Executive finally made perma
nent arrangements to conduct Aerie meetings and 
social functions at the Tyndall Curling Rink. 

Perhaps, as a result of the loss of Teddies Place, 
the Aerie undertook its first major fraternal project, 
the organization of an appreciation night for Ted 
and Mary Weselake. More than 500 friends and 
relatives packed into the Tyndall Motor Hotel to pay 
tribute to Ted and Mary and to wish them good 
health and happiness in their new home in 
Winnipeg. 

Approximately one year later, fire destroyed 
the home of James and Frances Chorney and once 
again the Aerie took the initiative and organized a 
well-attended, successful benefit night. 

The basic philosophy behind all Eagle 
organizations is that of people helping people. 
Tyndall Aerie has practiced that philosophy by 
supporting, as much as was financially possible at 
that time, the following organizations: the Tyndall 
Curling Club, the Garson-Tyndall Minor Hockey 
Association, the Tyndall Rate Payers Association, 
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the Beausejour-Brokenhead Memorial Arena, the 
Garson Senior Citizens Home, the Winnipeg Sports 
Complex for the Deaf, the Busy Buddies Nursery 
School, the annual Lions Club Telethons, the 
Hazelridge Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion, 
the Beausejour Barons Track Club, the Tyndall 
Fastball Club, the Tynda1l4-H Club, the Manitoba 
Provincial Aerie, the Knights of Columbus, the 
Eagles Klown Klub and the Canadian Arthritis 
Society. 

Because the Aerie has contributed annually to 
the Jimmy Durante Children's Fund in the United 
States, it was able in 1978 to receive a grant of one 
thousand dollars from Grand Aerie. This grant was 
passed on to the Beausejour Branch of CAMR in 
order to help the handicapped attend a summer 
camp. 

Perhaps the most significant project that the 
Aerie spearheaded was the acquisition of a specially 
equipped van for the senior citizens of the 
Beausejour-Garson-Tyndall area. By putting four 
thousand dollars on the line and persuading the 
Rural Municipality of Brokenhead and the Beause
jour Town Council to contribute two thousand 
dollars each, the Aerie was pleased to advise Ray 
Beaque, Administrator of the Beausejour Hospital 
and East Gate Lodge, to proceed with plans to 
purchase the van. 

The Aerie also provides social functions for its 
members and for the general public. Children's 
Christmas parties, family picnics, steak barbecues, 
poker derbies, curling bonspiels, cribbage tourna
ments, horseshoe tournaments, social evenings and 
New Y ear's Eve frolics are some ofthe activities that 
the members have been instrumental in sponso
ring. 

Although 53 members initially joined the Aerie 
in 1969, only a bout a dozen of these remain on the 
Aerie roster. Membership at one time soared above 
100, but today there are only seventy paid up 
members. 

The original executive consisted of Gary 
Weselake - President; Ted Weselake - Junior Past 
Worthy President; Brian Kotchon - Vice-president; 
Laurie Wozny - Chaplain; Allan Kazina - Secretary; 
Richard Kisiloski - Treasurer; William Bourgeault
Conductor; Richard Sanderson - Inside Guard; 
Gord Holyk - Outside Guard; and Michael Pasieka, 
Barry Winkler, Ted Rosmus, Dennis Winkler, 
Harry Kruk, Ed Kruk and Rudy Novakowski served 
as trustees. 

Today's executive consists of Doug Wozny -
President; Gerald Dufault - Past President; Fred 
Kazina - Vice President; Henry Kazina - Secretary; 



Stan Kazina - Treasurer; John Wozny - Inside 
Guard; Gerald Dufault - Conductor; Michael 
Mamchur - Outside Guard; David Roy - Chaplain; 
and John Kazina, Michael Swirski, William Kwiat
kowski, and Joe Mulla serve as trustees. 
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Other presidents during the years were Peter 
Kazina, Stan Kazina, John Komadowski, Wayne 
Riddell, Luther Woodcock, Fred Kazina and Gerald 
Dufault. Henry Kazina is completing his tenth 
consecutive year as secretary of the Aerie. 



The History oj the Brokenhead Trail Blazers 
Power Toboggan Club Inc. 

The Brokenhead Trail Blazers Power T obog
gan Club Inc. was organized on March 9, 1970 at 
Brokenhead. The first meeting was held at the 
Crossroads Store at Brokenhead with the following 
people present: Roy Kryschuk, Ed Molinski, Don 
Froehlick, Henry Saluk, John Kryschuk, Mike 
Chorney, Herb Soluk, Allan Trombo,andRaymond 
Kryschuk. The club was organized to establish and 
promote recreational and social activities in the 
Brokenhead area primarily during the winter 
months. The membership increased to 23 members 
for the year 1970. 

The first Power Toboggan race was held at the 
Crossroads Store property on March 15, 1970, and 
was a great success. In 1971, the club leased 
property from Allan T rombo and purchased a 
Winnipeg Transit Bus which was renovated to be 
used as a clubhouse to hold meetings. The regular 
monthly meetings are held on the second Sunday of 
the month during the months of November, 
December, January, February, March, and April. 

In 1972 some members loaned money to build a 
clubhouse on Allan Trombo's property. Later that 
year the club furnished a room in the Beausejour 
Hospital with money saved from holding races and 
banquets. In 1975, the club held their first Power 
Toboggan Poker Derby and this has been an annual 
event since. 

In January 16, 1977 a constitution was drawn 
and read by Ed Molinski and on February 10, 1977 
the constitution was adopted by the members of the 
Brokenhead Trail Blazers to promote the better
ment and activities of the club. In 1979 the 
clubhouse was relocated on property adjacent to 
Mars Hills, leased from the Rural Municipality of 
Brokenhead. A trail groomer was purchased to 
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groom trails on the Mars Hills for Poker Derbys. In 
1980 a snowmobile trail was established connecting 
the clubhouse to the North Star Trail north of Stead 
and to Grand Beach, Pine Falls, Lac du Bonnet and 
Pinawa. 

On February 16, 1981, the Brokenhead Trail 
Blazers Power Toboggan Club was incorporated 
with a membership of 50 members. 

1970-1972 
1972-1973 
1973-1974 
1974-1976 
1976-1977 
1978-1979 
1980-1981 

1970-1971 
1971-1972 
1972-1973 
1973-1974 
1974-1975 
1975-1976 
1976-1977 
1978-1979 
1979-1980 
1980-1981 

1970-1974 
1974-1975 
1975-1976 
1976-1977 

1970-1971 
1971-1975 
1975-1976 
1976-1977 

1977-1981 

Presidents 
Henry Saluk 
Allan T rombo 
Henry Saluk 
Allan T rombo 
Raymond Kryschuk 
Lome Holigroski 
Roy Kryschuk 

Vice-Presidents 
Allan T rombo 
Roy Kryschuk 
Bill Omichinski 
Allan T rombo 
Ralph Kubish 
Roy Kryschuk 
Ed Molinski 
Raymond Kryschuk 
Jim Baker 
Howard Holigroski 

Secretarys 
Raymond Kryschuk 
Winnie Baker 
Raymond Kryschuk 
Winnie Baker 

Treasurers 
Ed Molinski 
John Holigroski 
Winnie Baker 
Betty Holigroski 

Secretary-Treasurer 
Winnie Baker 
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Beausejour Girl Guides, 1929 - left to right: Hilda Brendt, 
Bertha Stepanuik, Esther Stickler. 

War Finance Committee, Beausejour Unit -1945 
Front row, left to right: Walter Malenchak, Wm. Horodyski (chairman), Ethel Rumak, (secretary), Bert Hoban. Centre row: Hugh 
McKay, L. Pulfer, Jo Kazowski, S. Bahry, Mike Chambers. Back row: Ziggy Ehinger, Wm. Craik. 
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The Brokenhead River Regional Library 
Established 1981 

The Women's Institute of Beausejour organ
ized the first attempt to establish a library in the 
region. On June 9,1975 and June 23, 1975 meetings 
were held by the Town of Beausejour, Village of 
Garson and the R.M. of Brokenhead and the 
Women's Institute of Beausejour, represented by 
Mrs.Margaret Dyne. It was agreed that a library 
was needed and the councils were asked to prepare 
the necessary resolutions so that the Regional 
Library could be proceeded with. 

Unfortunately the question of a library at this 
point was dropped and a lot of work that was put 
into this project was to no avail. It was a great 
disappointment to the Women's Institute and other 
participating organizations. 

In 1979 Dr. Ed Otke, president of the 
Beausejour Lions Club, appointed three members 
to help the Women's Institute to reorganize and 
a ttempt to revitalize the library project. These three 
members were Gordon Albright, Clarence Koss 
and E. Gordon Kaatz. A series of meetings were held 
under the chairmanship of E. Gordon Kaatz. 
Petitions were circulated by many volunteer people 
and groups with 54.85% of the electors from 
Garson, 22.99% from Beausejour and 18.31 % from 
the R. M. of Brokenhead, indicating their consent 
for the establishment of a Regional Library. 

The necessary paper work, resolutions, etc., by 
the three municipal councils was done and each 
appointed three members to the Library Board. 
From Beausejour they consisted of the chairman, E. 
Gordon Kaatz; councillor, Fred Kraynyk; Margaret 
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Opening ceremonies, November 21, 1981. Left to right: 
Deputy Mayor Fred Kraynyk, Town of Beausejour, Reeve 
Clarence Baker, R.M. of Brokenhead, Sam Uskiw M.L.A., 
Province of Manitoba, Deputy Mayor Richard Rentz, Village 
of Garson, E. Gordon Kaatz, chairman Regional Library 
Board. 

Dyne, who resigned due to moving out of the 
regional area; and Mary Middleton. From the R. M. 
of Brokenhead came treasurer, Virginia Mariash; 
councillor, William Kozyra and Bert Dawson. From 
the Village of Garson came secretary, Doreen 
Oberick; councillor, Richard Rentz and Carolyn 
Porhownik. Linda Pleskach was appointed as the 
librarian. 

The official opening ceremonies were held on 
November 21, 1981 at The Edward Schreyer 
School, which is the location of the Brokenhead 
River Regional Library. 



Pioneer Agriculture 
By Clarence Baker 

In 1876 the first shipment of Red Fife wheat 
was shipped out of Manitoba. It consisted of 857 
bushels. The wheat was sent by Red River 
Steamer south to Fisher's Landing, then by rail to 
Duluth and finally by lake boat to Toronto. This 
ushered in the era of commercial agriculture 
to Western Canada. 

Seven short years later, with the coming of 
the first east to west railroad, the first homesteads 
in our area were being granted. Homesteads 
generally consisted of 160 acres, although many 
early pioneers raised large families on 80 acres or 
less. The area along the Brokenhead River and 
west of it was the first to be settled. The large 
spruce and tamarac swamp east of the river was 
cleared in the dry thirties. 
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This is a certificate of recommendation for a homestead for 
E.A Dugardr one of the first applicants in the Brokenhead area, 
dated October 24r 1887, The homestead was taken out only10 
days after the first shipment of Red Fife Wheat was shipped 
from Winnipeg by Red River Steamer "S.S, Minnesota", The 
wheat was shipped from Winnipeg to Fisher's Landing, then to 
Duluth by rail, and by lake ship to Toronto, 

Settlement came before any roads or 
drainage, so early settlers developed a system of 
trails. They would follow the higher ridges of land 
and if they had to cross a lower or swampy area 
they laid wood rails across the trail. This was 
called the corduroy. The only drainage consisted 
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of creeks and natural land draws. A typical land 
area of a homesteader would usually consist of 
wooded ridge, where he would build his house; 
some lower land that was covered with peat (the 
vegetation usually being willows and grass); and 
some parts of the land, because of a lack of 
drainage were called floating bogs. 

Early clearing of the heavily wooded land was 
done by hand using what was called a" grub hoe" 
or "hook". The larger stumps were later removed 
with horses or oxen using a sturn p puller. A winch 
sort of device was anchored to a stump and the 
horses or oxen were driven in a circle winching the 
stump out. 

Some of the peat areas were cleared in the dry 
years by burning away the peat; therefore 
exposing the stumps. A farmer and his family 
would then pile the stumps up and burn them. 
This was hard and dirty work because of the 
ashes. A common practice was to tie twine around 
ones' pants at the ankles to help prevent the ashes 
from not just getting you dirty, but causing an 
awful irritation. Stones were piled at the 
headlands and some were used for building 
founda tions. 

Early pioneers had to suffer many hardships 
and work very hard to clear the land and build 
their homesteads. However, the type of land in 
this area lent itself well to the kind of mixed 
farming that was practised in those early years. 
The high land would be used to grow cereal crops 
such as wheat, oats, barley and some flax. The 
lower land tha t remained wet for longer periods of 
time was used for hay; while any land that was not 
suited to either would be fenced and used for 
pasture. Because we live in a relatively high 
rainfall area it was necessary from the outset to 
start improving the drainage to prevent the 
damaging floods that took place in the spring or 
sometimes after heavy rains. 

The first main drains were built with 
draglines to drain areas that usually remained wet 
for long periods of time. The secondary drains, 
which were used to solve individual problems, 
were usually dug by the farmers themselves using 
forks in the bog areas and shovels or horses and 
scrapers on higher land. 

In the early 20'S the R.M. of Brokenhead, to 
have a better organized and more efficient 
drainage program, passed a by-law that was called 
Statute Labour. Farmers with certain assess-



The Rural Municipality of Brokenhead's crest 
illustrates the broken head of the river, hence the 
name. The grain elevators and the livestock 
represents the main industry of the area. The crest 
also illustrates the vast recreational opportunities, 
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such as camping, golfing and snowmobiling, 
available along the Brokenhead River. We also pride 
ourselves as being the birthplace of the Governor 
General of Canada, Edward Schreyer. 



ments were required to put in a certain number of 
days at drainage work or, in lieu of that they were 
to pay certain amounts of money. A foreman who 
was called a "pathmaster" was in charge of 
individual projects. 

When the R.M. of Brokenhead purchased an 
elevating grader in the late 30's this system was 
done away with. This proved to be the fastest and 
most efficient way of providing drainage and also 
excellent roads. This caused some spring flooding 
problems, as some of these roads blocked off 
natural drains. This caused water to build up to 
abnormal heights and because of the substantial 
drop to the river (seven feet per mile in places) its 
rapid and sudden flow would cause a lot of 
valuable soil to be washed away, leaving 
unproductive sub-soil exposed. To counteract 
this, a dyking program was started to contain the 
flood waters in the drainage ditches. 

In a few years almost all major drains were 
rebuilt in this fashion, eliminating most of the 
problems of soil erosion. In more recent years the 
municipal employees, using cats equiped with v
plows, remove the snow from as many drains as 
possible, further enhancing their function. About 
the same time as these improvements were 
started, farmers started recovering from the 
economic problems of the 30's. More and more 
power equipment was purchased, eliminating the 
need for a lot bf pasture, hayland and oat land 
previously needed to feed the hundreds of horses. 
This land, some of which was peat land, was found 
to respond extremely well to fertilizer. Farmers 
also found that small amounts of fertilizer 
increased the yields of grain, even on summer 
fallow. 

Just after the W.W.I war effort was over, 
several weed chemicals were released for use, 
allowing farmers the option of not having to 
summer fallow to control weeds. In succeeding 
years there was less and less summer fallowing. 

With better drainage, the switch to mechan
ical power, and the more extensive use oHertili}:er 
and weed chemicals, grain production increased 
dramatically. However, the smaller acreages, 
because of low grain prices and the increasing 
costs of inputs, began to experience difficulties. 
The trend to larger and larger, more specialized 
farms, began with the over-production of cereal 
crops and consequen t lower quotas for grain. This 
caused many farmers to look to alternate cash 
crops. They found that because of our unusually 
high subsoil moisture, abundant rainfall, and our 
heat units (that are similar to the Red River 
Valley), many special crops such as corn, 
sunflower, faba beans and much of the forage 
seed crops, all of which require high moisture 
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Early type barn - Turner farm. 

Seeding on the Sobetski farm. In those early days the farm fuel 
was grown right on the farm, in the form of oats and hay. If the 
energy crisis persists perhaps history will repeat itself. In the 
future years fuel may be grain alcohol or rapeseed and 
sunflower oil. 

Ernie Meyer planing lumber using steam engine. 



intake, make them well suited to this area. Other 
special cash crops grown are peas, lentil beans, 
canary grass and even a small amount of lettuce 
and strawberries. On many farms, over one-third 
of their acreage is planted to special crops, and this 
had added greatly to the economy of the whole 
community. 

This area is part of the Winnipeg Milk Shed 
and many of our farmers operate well equiped 
modern dairy farms. As well there are several beef 
and pork operations. The skyline of our 
countryside is graced by many high moisture 
grain and hay silos. 

Since that first shipment of grain, over 100 
years ago, our early pioneers and subsequent 
stewards of our land have been developing our 
agriculture potential. Because of this, today we 
can respond to an even greater degree; to the 
challenge of feeding a hungry world. 

As was said at the beginning, the task was not 
easy. The work of those who settled the dry 
grassland areas of the prairies was like a Sunday 

Stack Threshing. 

First straw burning grain dryer in wes tern Canada at Naurocki 
farm. 
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school picnic compared to the work of our early 
pioneers, who had to contend with heavy bush 
and swamp, and then found that after clearing 
some of the land they had to spend thousands of 
dollars to provide adequate drainage and flood 
protection. 

Enough gratitude from present and future 
generations can never be expressed, but from 
those on this book committee, all those 
descendants of pioneers whom this history book 
portrays, and those descendents who for some 
reason it does not, we humbly dedicate this book. 
If God would permit them to respond from the 
ground that holds their earthly remains and from 
the land that has absorbed their sweat and tears, I 
am sure they would use the words of a famous 
philosopher to tell us: 

"I am the land, care for me 
And I will feed you, your children 
And your children's children 
Neglect me and we shall both die." 
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Land breaking - Mrs. Panas standing in furrow. J. Chorney on 
tractor. 

This Case tractor was used on the Joseph Keilback farm south 
of Beausejour. One of the men shown is John Reifschneider, a 
glass blower at the Beausejour Glass Factory. 

In the early 1950's, Agriculture Canada, in coopera tion with Ed 
Modjeski, established an Experimental Farm and Weather 
station miles north of Beausejour on Highway 12. 
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Joe Kubish steam threshing outfit was used in the Ladywood 
district into the late thirty's. The engine was also used to saw 
lumber for many years. 

Otto and Ernie Meyer breaking scrub bush with 15-30 
McCormick Tractor. 

Award winning dairy farm owned by the Kreb brothers. 



Threshing on William Loeb's farm at Lydiatt with one of the 
first steel threshers. Early threshers were framed outof wood. 

One of the first elevators, on the site of what is now the United 
Grain Growers elevator. To the south can be seen the Roman 
Catholic St. Mary's Church. Directly north across the tracks 
was the original site of the Friday's Farmers Market. 

Pool A in background, capacity of 125,000 bushels. In foreground, behind UGG elevator, the original Dominion 
Malting Co. elevator. Capacity less than 25,000 bushels. 
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I PRICES GREATLY REDUCED I KENWOOD PRICES GREATLY REDUCED I 

STUMP PULLERS 
.-----------.-... -... '~ 

SAFE AND !';jIM~LI:. I 
AND ATTACHMENTS 

BUILT TO DO THE WORK, AND TO DO IT SAFELY, SATISFACTORILY AND ECONOMICALLY. 
DO NOT CONFOUND THEM WITH THE IIANY CHEAPLY CONSTRUCTED SO CALLED STUIIP PULLERS ON THE IIARKET, WHICH ARE BUILT ONLY TO SELL AND WITHO<JT REGARD 

~~~ i~~TS~f.:LY gt EC~l~RVlr~f::~EW~f CI~TMO~~~AW(W:'~~NISY~UO~~YTME~~$DJ>T~~~ m~p Gp~NL~IE~E ~r~~PCx~Lm;A~~ADCOHII~E S~~E~0~W~~Ly50~IC~~~flE 
SATISFACTION. NOH THE RIGID CONSTRUCTION OF OUR MACHINes, THEIR WOND<RFUL SIMPLICITY AND SUPERIOR DESIGN, WHICH, TOGETHER WITH THE 
EXTREMELY HIGH QUAlITY OF ALL MATERIALS USED IN TREIR CONSTRUCTION, MAKE THEil POSITIVELY THE BEST AND IIOST SUCCESSFUL STUIIP PULLERS IN THE WORLD • 

. -------------~------------------------.------------------------
A FIRST CLASS ST\JMP PULLER IS NOT AN EXPENSE. IT IS SIMPLY AN INVESTMENT WHICH IS MADE IN ORDER THAt 
=======-!:IT~S~OWNER GOOD LANDS AND THUS GREATLY INCREASE HIS INCOME. 

THE SOLID ONE-PIECE 
FRAME 

ha.s no bolt,:; to loosen, bend or 
break. 
THE LONG ANCHOR NOSE 
keeps macb.ine alway's levei. can .. 
not rear up or tip over. 
THE POSITIVE WORKING 

RATCHET 
holds eve r y I no h your team 
can pull. 
THE SCIENTIFICALLY DE-

SIGNED DRUM 
preserves the cable. by making 
every s t ran <! do its share 01 
the work. 
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Modern Agriculture 

Agriculture in the Brokenhead Municipality 
has progressed at a rapid pace in the last 25 years. 
Modern technology, diversification of crops, 
increased acreages of cultivated or improved land 
and the agressiveness of the farmers have all 
contributed. With the desire and need to create 
viable farm units, there had been a trend toward 
larger units operated by fewer farmers. The 
Brokenhead municipal area maintains a number 
of beef herds of various sizes and has done so for 
many years. The dairy producers have maintained 
a good record for the area. 

A review of the 1976 Census has revealed the 
following interesting statistics for the municipal
ity: 

Number of Farms: 

Area of Farmlands: Total: 
Crops: 

Pasture, Summerfallow: 
Unimproved: 

Livestock: Cattle: 
Swine: 
Sheep: 

Equipment Reported: Autos: 
Trucks: 

Tractors: 
Combines: 
Swathers: 

Bailers: 
Forage Harvesters: 

488 

147,429 acres 
87,534 acres 
32,791 acres 
27,104 acres 

9,677 
5,821 

468 
451 
626 
950 
382 
400 
198 

14 

The future remains bright with the 
introduction of alternate and special crops. 
Sunflower and corn, silage and grain, have been 
successfully grown in the area. Beans, such as faba 
beans, pinto, kidney and soybeans, have recently 
shown their potential. Strawberries have come 
into their own as a U-pick crop. The potential for 
other special crops for this fertile and productive 
area will improve as varieties are developed for 
the climatic conditions. The forward-looking, 
agressive producers will move with these 
developments as they occur. 

The Brokenhead Municipality has had the 
services of the Manitoba Department of 
Agriculture for many years. To assist the farmers 
with their production problems, the Department 
had, over the years, the following representatives 
for the district. 

The earliest association of Manitoba Agri
culture with the Brokenhead Municipality traces 
back to the period of 1917-1923, when the 
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This elevator was bought in 1974 by Arnold Small and used as a 
seed cleaning plant. It was located two miles east of Beausejour. 
In 1979 it was destroyed by fire. Presently there are two seed 
cleaning plants in the area. They are owned and operated by 
Richard and Adolf Rattai who have been operating for 14 
years, and Robert Small who has operated three years. 

Department had a Mr. F. H. Newcomb who 
worked out of Selkirk, and the office was closed in 
1923 due to economic reasons at that time. Mr. 
Newcomb then went to Alberta as a district 
agriculturist, and until 1929, Mr. J. R. Almey, 
together with Mr. C. S. Prodan, would go out into 
the country on extension programs. Mr. Almey 
left the Department in 1929 and Mr. Prodan 
remained as the South Eastern Manitoba 
extension agronomist from 1935 until 1959, 
working from the Winnipeg office. From 1935-
1940, Mr. Gordon Muirhead was the Livestock 
Specialist located in Winnipeg, and he was the 
organizer of the first beef calf club at Ladywood. 
Mr. Muirhead would also visit farmers with Mr. 
Joe Steffes, answering farmers livestock prob
lems. The first Holstein calf club was originated in 
Lydiatt under the direction of Mr. Gordon 
Muirhead. During this time Mr. Prodan would 
often accompany Mr. Muirhead as an interpreter. 
Then the following agricultural representatives 
took over the positions: 

1938-1949 E.T.Hower assisted the Brokenhead 
farmers from the office located in Selkirk, 
Manitoba. 

1949-1954 T.A.Sandercock also travelled out of the 
Selkirk office. 



1954-1964 The first Agricultural Representative in 
Beausejour was F .(Fred) Slevinsky, whose 
first office was located in Wojick's 
Plumbing Shop, then to C.Wyrzykowski's 
office, then in the Municipal office, and 
then he established himself in the Agro
Building on the corner of Park Avenue and 
Fourth Street. His first secretary was 
Mrs. Alice Dreffs. 

1964-1972 W.(Bill) Lambert then took over the office 
with first Stuart Lawrence and later 
William Macklem as assistant agri
cultural representative. 

1972 L.A.(Larry) Michalski then replaced Bill 
Lambert who moved to Shoal Lake. The 
agricultural representative's office in 
November, 1974, moved to the new 
Provincial Government Building on First 
Street and Park Avenue in Beausejour. 

The elevating grader was purchased by the 
R.M. in the . late thirties. It built almost all the 
roads in the R.M. because the machine not only 
built roads, but also provided land drainage at the 
same time. It was kept going almost day and night, 
when possible, for almost two decades. 

The production of grain and other special 
crops really took off after this period because in 
most cases the farmers could now seed their land 
from boundary to boundary. 

Prior to this, large drains were built with 
draglines. The smaller drains were dug by hand, 

Demonstrating the more than 20 different crops grown 
commercially, is the R.M. of Brokenhead float in the 1980 fair 
parade. The smiling grou p are from left to right: Dan Fosty, Ed 
Komadowski, Rod Strecker, Calvin Lashek, Wm. Loeb, Wayne 
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Is history repeating itself? In 1902 Eastern Manitoba Land 
Corporation Ltd. owned 28 quarters of land in Township 14, 
Range 8. Throughout subsequent years they sold it to 
individual farmers. Today vast amounts of foreign capital are 
being invested in the region in the form ofland and equipment. 
Pictured above is some of the latest most modern in grain 
handling equipment. 

Omichinski, Gayard Fuerst, Nick Kowalchuk, Mark Dugard, 
Nick Kowalchuk, Mark Dugard, Nick Swaluk, Ed Borkowsky, 
Wm. Kozyra (background), Wally Cyncora, Larry Lashek and 
Ray Klann (driving truck). 



using forks and shovels, through the intermittent 
muskeg; and horses and scrapers in the drier 
areas. This work was done under a Municipal Act 
called Statute Labour: 

"There shall be assessed in the Rural 
Municipality of Brokenhead, in the Province of 
Manitoba, upon all persons liable therefore, 
Statute Labor, according to the amount of their 
respective assessments, as follows: if assessed for 

Storsley's Dairy farm. 

a sum not exceeding $200, one day's Statute 
Labor; if assessed for a sum exceeding $200 and 
not exceeding $500, two days Statute Labor; and 
one day for every additional $500 or fraction 
thereof. Provided, however, that when the 
property assessed has been subdivided into park 
or village or town lots, then Statute Labor shall be 
commuted, and money tax be levied at the rate of 
$1.00 on each $100 of assessment." 

Manitoba Agricultural Credit Corporation's 
Presence in the R.M. oj Brokenhead 

The establishment of M.A.CC services in 
the R.M. of Brokenhead took place in 1959. At 
that time all lending activity was in the field of 
long term mortgage loans dealing primarily with 
the purchase of land. 

For the sake of interest, the following 
statistics will indicate how interest rates and loan 
amounts have accelerated over the years. For 
instance, in 1959, young farmers interest rates 
were at 4%. At this point in time, they have 
climbed all the way up to 17% (however, this is less 
a 2% rebate for the first five years on the first 
$50,000. of long term loan). The average size of 
loans in 1959 was $9.500., and for 1981 the figure 
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is $61,000. In 1959, the total amount of loans put 
out in terms of dollars in Manitoba was 4.1 
million. Whereas, the figure for 1979, twenty 
years later, was 34 million. 

In 1970, a permanent office was set up in the 
Beausejour Medical Clinic Building in order to 
better serve the farmers of this particular area. 
When the new Provincial Government Building 
was erected in Beausejour, the M.A.CC office 
was then moved to this particular location. 
William C Rines was the first Field Representa
tive to serve the area from 1959-1975. He was 
immediately succeeded by Joe OePape who is the 
present day Field Representative. 



Manitoba Crop Insurance Corporation 

All-Risk Crop Insurance was first introduced 
into Manitoba in 1960 in four test areas. In 1965, 
the crop insurance test area was increased to 
include the Rural Municipality of Brokenhead. 
The participation of farmers in the area remained 
relatively constant from 1965 to 1981. In 1965, 
there were 137 insured farmers and in 1981, there 
were 150. The peak was reached in 1969, when 
there were 194 insured farmers and the low in 
1972, with only 115 on the program. Crop 
insurance coverage to the Brokenhead Municipal 
farmers increased from $188,818. on 14,741 acres 
to $1,733,358. on 34,000 acres in 1981. 

The Crop Insurance Corporation increased 
farmers coverage from five crops in 1965 to 
twenty crops in 1981. The introduction of special 
crops into the area and the request of farmers led 
to this expansion. 

The coverage of sunflowers was offered in a 
portion of the Brokenhead Municipality in 1969, 
and no insured farmers were recorded as having 
coverage on sunflowers until one farmer selected 
coverage in 1978, three farmers in 1979 and 1980, 
and seven farmers in 1981. 

Silage corn coverage was offered in a portion 
of the Brokenhead Municipality in 1978. In that 
year and in 1979, two farmers availed themselves 
of coverage and in 1980, only one farmer was 
insured in silage corn. The number of insured 
increased to three in 1981. 

Grain corn test area was established for the 
lower heat unit areas in 1979, and this placed the 

The threshing outfit shown on the accompanying picture 
was owned by Mike Woligroski Sr. of Lowland District. It is 
now owned by grandson, Ronald Woligroski. 

The engine is a Stickney Stationary 13 H.P. water dopper 
cooler unit, using kerosene fuel. It required four horses to 
move it. The separation is a Sawyer Massey, of wood 
construction, also pulled by horses. It was hand fed. The straw 
was taken away by a carrier, so three men were required to 
move and stack the straw with forks. It had a grain bagger for 
two bags, al terna ting the grain spout from one bag to the other 
as they were filled. 

Being the first threshing outfit in a large district, the 
threshing season ran well into the winter. The grain was 
stacked into round stacks and was able to withstand the fall 
rains. Each farmer waited his turn as the threshing machine 
made its rounds. 

The machines in these two pictures are also of wood 
construction. However, later models had straw blowers. They 
are threshing from stacks that are described above. 
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Brokenhead Municipality within this area but no 
farmers insured grain corn in 1979, but in 1980, 
there were three grain corn farmers insured and 
in 1981, with the growing popularity of this crop, 
10 farmers insured under this grain corn 
insurance program. 

The Manitoba Crop Insurance Corporation 
has had three different sales personnel involved 
in selling crop insurance in the Brokenhead 
Municipality. From 1965 to November, 1969, Mr. 
Walter Frankowski of Beausejour was the 
commission agent. In 1969, when the Corpora
tion established full time agencies, Mr. Ed 
Mezinke opened his office in Beausejour where he 
remained until April, 1977. In the spring of 1977, 
Mr. Larry Zieske was appOinted Crop Insurance 
Agent as of May, 1977, and which position he 
holds at the present. 

The Crop Insurance Act provides for the 
appointment of a Board of Directors who are 
responsible for the policy of the Corporation. Mr. 
Clarence Baker, a farmer and the present Reeve of 
the Municipality of Brokenhead, was appointed in 
that capacity until September, 1978. 

The above was compiled by L.A. Michalski, Agricultural 
Representative, Beausejour; Mr. H. E. Tolton, Manager, 
Manitoba Crop Insurance Corpora tion, Portage la Prairie; and 
Mr. Joe Depape, Field Representative, Manitoba Agricultural 
Credit Corporation, Beausejour. 



The Przednowek and Baker families north of 
Beausejour used to run a family threshing 
operation. 

In the dry years of the 30's when, because of 
land clearing, many fires were burning east of the 
Brokenhead River, a lot of bears were wandering 
around the populated areas, giving rise to many 
bear stories. 

One day at dinner John Przednowek spotted 
a bear about 200 yards across the road in the 
neighbour's stooks. The 22 rifle was found, but no 
bullets. With a three pound hammer and the 
Chev's long crank, they decided to go after the 
bear anyway. So nine of them piled into Mike's 
Chevy and gave chase to the bear. 

Now the bear could manouver the rows of 
stooks better than the Chevy could, but he didn't 
have the same speed or stamina. The bear decided 
to hiball to the nearest bush, which was about one 
quarter of a mile away, and across a big ditch. The 

bear made the ditch in no time, but Mike and his 
old Chevy lost some time because they had to use 
the bridge at the Cross Roads. 

When they finally got across, old Bruin was 
half way to the bush, so Mike and his Chevy full of 
a screaming excited threshing crew tried to cut 
the bear off and run him over, but when they got 
behind the bear he jumped to the side and was 
running along side the car. In the excitement of 
the moment, someone shouted to throw the 
hammer at him. Johnny opened up the suicide 
door (opened from the front). The door hit the 
bear's rear and caused him to jump forward, right 
under the car's front wheel, pinning him there, 
where they were able to do him in with the 
hammer and crank. The next morning the 
threshing crew posed with their trophy, which is a 
good thing they did because no one would have 
believed this story without the picture. 

Left to right: Kay Przednowek, Elsie Baker, John Przednowek (with hammer), Mr. Bear, Joe Greschuk, Cas 
Przednowek, Anton Przednowek, Mike Przednowek (driver), Anton Baker (with crank) and Katie Baker. 
Background: Chevy. 
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First Hydro Line built in 1916. City Hydro Bridge across the Brokenhead River. Farmers 
used to put their grain binders on skids because it was too narrow. The Bridge was 
dismantled in 1946. Left to right are: George Schreyer, Kay Baker, Joe Greschuk, Frank 
Molinski, Victoria Greschuk and Mike Przednowek. 

Shortage of cash during the "Dirty Thirties" produced some new innovations in 
transportation. The group in this picture was lucky as they still had a motor in their car. 
Some farmers, howevere, took the motor out and hitched a team of horses instead. 
Although farmers had no money in this area, they did not suffer the effects of the drough t 
as much as the farmer in the west. They had sufficient food for themselves, and shared 
what they had left with people in Saskatchewan by shipping carloads of farm produce as 
well as hay to them. The government paid the freight. 

What used to be the Brokenhead River bridges. 
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Organic Soil Project 

In the early years of agricultural land 
developmen t in this area, a large percen tage of wha t 
is now fertile mineral soil was covered with a few 
inches to several feet of an organic layer commonly 
called peat. Historically this layer caused frost and 
fertility problems, resulting in the development of a 
controlled burning practice. The objective was to 
reduce the peat layer to a depth which could be 
worked into the surface of the underlying mineral 
soil- usually a clay. This produced a fairly fertile soil 
with less frost hazard. All too often the entire peat 
mantel was burned off leaving ashes, which if not 
well worked in, caused germination problems, or a 
heavy clay subsoil which was hard to work and 
produced poor yields. 

There was no or very little information on peat 
or organic soil management and neighbour relied on 
neighbour, or the experience of their fathers for the 
best management practices. The lack of manage
ment information usually resulted in the peat being 
either underdrained or overdrained which pro
duced poor crop yields. Eventually the peaty top soil 
came to be considered a hinderance to crop growth 
and was burned off. This continued until recently, 
when larger agricultural equipment coupled with 
environmental concerns, shed a light of disfavour 

on burning. 
Responding to the concerns of peatland 

producers and municipal people, the federal and 
provincial governments signed an agreement called 
Agro-Man, and proposed an Organic Soil Project. 
The objective of this project is to help solve the 
problems of producing crops on organic or peat soil. 
John Hudek, originally from Saskatchewan, came to 
Beausejour in November of 1979 by way of Russell 
and Souris, Manitoba to manage the project. John 
lives in Beausejour with his wife Irene and their 
children: Michael- Jeanne and Katherine. 

While the problems of organic soil farming are 
not all solved, they are capable of producing forages, 
some cereals and vegetables. Increased useofpeatin 
horticulture has created an export demand for 
horticultural peat. Two smaller peat harvesting 
plants, operating out of Evergreen and Julius bogs, 
were amalgamated in Western Peat Moss Limited. 
Western Peat Moss hasnowgrownintoa successful 
international peat harvesting, bagging and export
ing operation called Western-Fison. For the future it 
must be remembered that peat is a non-renewable 
resource and so must be used wisely and not just 
destroyed. 

E.P.Hudek 

In the fall of 1977, Mr. E. P. Hudek purchased 
land along the west side of the Brokenhead River, a 
short distance north and east of Beausejour. 

He brought his wife Christine and family to 
Winnipeg in 1956 from farming at Hafford, 
Saskatchewan, where his father Henry Hudek 
homesteaded in the early 1900'S. 
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Ed was originally employed by the Manitoba l:: 
Department of Agriculture as Senior Agricultural ; 
Engineer and became Acting Deputy Minister in the ,. 
fall of 1978. He was the Associate Deputy Minister '1 

until his retirement in December of 1981. His 
retirement interests include farming his land in the 
R. M. of Brokenhead. 



Market Days in Beausejour 
By Jerome Shuster 

Of all the events that have affected merchants 
in Beausejour, "market days" stand out 'the most 
vividly in my memory. This is one of the most 
colourful pages from our past. 

Market days had their origin in eastern 
Europe. They were specially designated days when 
farmers brought their livestock, chickens and other 
farm products to (Beausejour) towns for trading 
and selling. This custom was carried on in 
Beausejour because most of the farmers in the area 
were immigrants from eastern Europe. 

Market days in Beausejour began in the early 
1900's, soon after the arrival of the Ukrainian, 
Polish and German immigrants. They were held on 
the last Friday of every month, except during the 
coldest winter months. At first they were located on 
the south side of Ashton Avenue, between Second 
Street and Third Street. Then they were moved to 
the location of the present Arena and Curling Rink, 
where a public well supplied water for the horses 
that provided the transportation. The final site, 
during the 1960's, was on the present Centennial 
Park grounds. 

Market days were very popular with almost 
everyone. Merchants did a very brisk business with 
hundreds of farmers. The town's citizens were 
provided with excitement such as whenever teams 
of horses ran away, or whenever little pigs escaped 
custody and were chased and caught by the town's 
children. In fact, market days became so popular 
that they were eventually held on two Fridays each 
month, with the Friday closest to the 15th being 
referred to as a "half-market day". The "half-market 
days" in the middle of the month were smaller than 
the ones at the end of the month. 

One of the participants in the market days that 
I recall was a "medicine man". He worked from the 
back of an old truck, and sold a liquid which he 
claimed to be "rattle snake oil." He insisted that this 
oil would cure tooth aches, ear aches and headaches 
by rubbing it on the aching parts. As a part of his 
demonstration, he tried to show that the liquid 
would venetrate through a piece ofleather. 

Another participant was a "fortune-teller ."He 
had a parrot, and for 10 cents the parrot would pick 
out a piece of paper from a box, which always had a 
good fortune written on it. This fortune-teller 
spoke many languages, and he was therefore able to 
communicate with his parrot and clients in an 
impressive manner. He always had good fortunes 
for everyone, regardless of the languages used. 

Merchants had to prepare for many days ahead 
of each market. Groceries and other items were 
bagged and displayed. Sugar was weighed in 10 and 
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20 pound bags, and then wrapped in newspaper to 
prevent it from breaking. Flour was mostly sold in 
98 pound bags, anditwas not unusual to sell a family 
as many as 10 bags to carry it over the winter 
months! Families in these days tended to be very 
large! 

The older children of merchants frequently 
stayed away from school during market day 
periods. Their help was urgently needed in the 
store. 

Farmers started to arrive as early as 7:00 a.m. 
The first thing that they did was to drop off their 
eggs, butter and chicken at the stores that they 
patronized. Then they went to the market to sell 
their little pigs. They returned to the stores after 
their pigs had been sold. 

One of my jobs, as a merchant's son, was to 
unpack the farmers' eggs from many different kinds 
of containers, and to repack them into regular egg 
crates. Eggs were not graded. Farmers were paid 15 
cents a dozen regardless of the size of the eggs. 
Some eggs were stale, while others were fertilized 
and unhatched, but I couldn't really blame the 
farmers for trying to get rid of "bad eggs". After all, 
they were only able to get 15 cents a dozen! On 
some market days we would take in as many as 100 
cases of eggs, with each containing 30 dozen. 

As previously mentioned, the farmers re
turned to the stores after they had disposed of their 
little pigs. Most of the merchants had special 
shelters or barns for the horses of their customers, 
in somewhat the same way they have parking lots 
for cars today. After re-entering the stores, the 
farmers would frequently buy a loaf of bread and 
roll of garlic sausage for immediate consumption on 
the premises. 

On market days, H. Shuster's store often had 
as many as 20 customers at a time. There was no 
such thing as "self-service". The merchant waited 
on each customer on an item-by-item basis, with all 
items going into a tub. Groceries, clothing and 
footwear were all purchased at one time. Some 
customers took as much as two hours in making 
their selections. After all the purchases had been 
assembled, one of the Shusters would mark down 
the prices of the items in columns for manual 
addition. There were no adding machines, and as 
many as five columns of figures were used when 
large transactions were carried out. The Shusters 
were JeWish, but they were able to speak Ukrainian 
and Polish, which helped immensely in their 
communication with customers. 

Before leaving for home late in the afternoon, 
the Shusters' customers would water their horses., 



On market days these waterings literally drained 
the Shusters' well, and water had to be obtained 
from Rumak's for one or two days afterwards until 
the well replenished itself. 

One of the biggest jobs after market day was 
crating and grading eggs. These were eventually 
sold to retail outlets in northwestern Ontario. 
Butter was pounded into 50 pound containers and 
sold to buyers from Winnipeg. A Ukrainian lady 
used to come from Gonor every market day to 
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purchase chickens. A great deal of time was also 
spent in re-stocking the shelves in preparation for 
the next market day. 

As the years went by, automobiles and trucks 
began to replace horses. This era of modern 
transportation enabled farmers to come to 
Bea usejour more frequently, and even tually greatly 
reduced the value of market days. Finally, during 
the 1960's, market days disappeared into the 
colourful history of the area. 

~. 



Partners in Prosperity: 
The Story of Business in Beausejour and Brokenhead 

By Mark Dugard 

Not long ago, you could navigate your' 47 Ford 
or your '53 Dodge on a midnight trip down 
Beausejour's main street with the headlights off and 
still manage to find your way. The hanging lanterns 
of Manitoba's illuminated Million Dollar Mile would 
shed enough light in those days to keep motorists 
safely between the sidewalks. 

The carnival of light and colour that studded 
the prairie night is gone today, but the Million 
Dollar Mile lives on in Beausejour, brought to life 
instead by a business community teeming with 
individualism and foresight. The captains of that 
commerce trace their fortune to both an auspicious 
economic event, and to a unique partnership 
between the country folk of Brokenhead and the 
townspeople of Beausejour. 

It was 1906 and the railway was 24 years old 
when the Manitoba Glass Works appeared in 
Beausejour. Every day, the plant. pumped out 
thousands of bottles along with a substantial 
contribution to the economic security of those who 
worked within its walls - Beausejour's future 
seemed assured. But far-off mergers and the politics 
of industry closed the factory in 1913. 

Manitoba Glass vanished as quickly as it had 
come, but not before it had pushed Beausejour from 
the nest of commercial infancy. It remained for the 
ingenuity and courage of the people of Brokenhead 
and Beausejour to plot a course of economic 
recovery for their area, that would make it one of 
the most diversified and progressive communities 
in Manitoba. 

By 1928, there were approximately 30 
businesses in Beausejour, by 1957, 93, and well over 
100 in the 1970's. Names like the King Edward 
Hotel, Huntley's Garage, and the Beausejour 
Creamery had taken their place in a rich and 
colourful history. The town that had been merely a 
staging point for the growth of an entire 
municipality and beyond, had now matured into a 
focal point for the people of that hinterland. What 
Brokenhead gave to Beausejour in farm supply, 
payments, people, and room for growth, the town 
had returned in faith, warmth, and a sense of 
community. The two had become, beyond question, 
partners in prosperity. 

History of Business in Beausejour 

by W. Horodyski 

In early maps, the area surrounding the site of 
the Town of Beausejour was simply described as 
"Stony Prairie", while the hill upon which the Town 
itself is now situated was later given to more 
dignified name of "Burgoyne". While the origin of 
the first name remains a matter of pure speculation, 
there is a written record of when and by whom the 
town was given its present name. According to this 
literature, a log house was built on the site of 
Beausejour in June of 1875, and was occupied 
during that summer by the town's first residents, 
Mr. H.W.D. Armstrong and his wife. As a c.P.R. 
surveyor and Chief Engineer, Mr. Armstrong was 
responsible for the selection of names for proposed 
railway stations. A choice of a name for this 
particular site was left up to Mrs. Armstrong, a 
French Canadian. Being of French background, 
Mrs. Armstrong suggested the name "Beausejour", 
"A Nice Place to Stop." 
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From that year until approximately 1880 
Beausejour was to remain simply a name on a 
railroad map. Meanwhile a settlement was 
springing up along the west bank of the Brokenhead 
River, a few miles to the northeast, composed 
mostly of Scottish and Irish families from Ontario 
as well as some settlers from England, the United 
States and Europe. Since the railroad was not yet 
completed, these settlers came by way of the Great 
Lakes and wagon train to the Red River in 
Minnesota; then by barge to Selkirk; and on foot or 
oxcart from Selkirk to the Brokenhead River 
(a distance of twenty miles). 

In July 1875, John D. Campbell and his six 
daughters arrived in Beausejour to become the first 
permanent residents of the district. They were 
followed a short time later by Michael Hoban and 
family, who established their homestead on the 
Brokenhead River, approximately two miles east of 



the present town, and one mile south of the 
Campbell homestead. 

In the period between 1880 and 1890, many 
homesteads were established along the Brokenhead 
River. Since there were no bridges over the river, all 
homes were built on the west side and were linked 
together by a trail known as "Indian Jack Line". 
Portions of this trail may still be seen today. Some of 
the early settlers of the Lydiatt-Brokenhead area 
were: J.D. Campbell, D.T. Fawcett, Michael Hoban, 
John McDonald, Harry Howland, John Sinnott, 
~ylvester Sinnott, E. Towle, E.A. Dugard, E.J. 
Aston, George Aston, George Sidebottom, J. 
Acaster, James Hodkin, Charles A. Maddin, T.S. 
Gray, Samuel Turner, James L. Turner, Archie 
Bruce, John Vass, Jos. Keilback, T. T. Wyrzykowski, 
Frank Palecek and John Bednarczyk. The families of 
Gibson, Hughes, John Reid, McCowan, Morwick, 
Drysdale, Caldwell and Chagnon were also early 
settlers to the area. 

In 1881 the first store was built in Beausejour 
by Mr. T.5. Gray on the present site of the fire hall 
on Park Avenue. During the follOWing year, Mr. 
Joseph Shaw built his store near the north east 
corner of Park Avenue and 4th Street. In 1890, 

Samuel Turner opened a store on the east side of 3rd 
Street facing the c.P.R. line, and during the same 
time c.A. Maddin started his store and hotel on the 
west side of 3rd Street, also facing the C.P.R. on 
Atlantic Avenue. He also operated a livery barn. On 
the west side of the livery barn Mrs. McRury had a 
millinery shop. That house still stands. Arni 
Meltzer lived in it at one time. It is situated next to 
Murray Shuster's house. 

When the Maddins discontinued their business, 
Mr. Turtletop opened a general store in their 
building. He ran this for a number of years. 

In 1898 Samuel Turner and his brother James 
Laird Turner had a townsite laid out between what 
is presently Park Avenue and the C.P.R.1ine. This 
appeared to focus some attention on Beausejour, 
and as a result the population increased very rapidly. 
By the year 1905, many more new businesses were 
established. The first bank, the Northern Crown 
Bank, was opened that same year, and brick and 
glass factories, as well as sand and gravel pits were in 
full operation at the time. 

In 1908, the town's population had reached 
500, and thus the community was incorporated as 
the Village of Beausejour, encompassing 640 acres. 

Car on left: 1914 Buick. Driver - Harry Genaske. Car on right: 1909 Brush. Driver - Mrs. Griggs. Store owned and 
operated by George Boraiko. Photo taken 1916. 
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Moving Bakery Building, 1913. Corner of Pacific Avenue and 3rd Street, 1910. 

Sand pit near Manitoba Glass Factory, 1910. 

Sand hauling for the glass factory, 1913. David McAlister second from left. 

435 



William and Dave Bethel, early pioneers of the 
Beausejour area, established a livery stable under 
the firm name of Bethel Brothers Livery Stable 
early in 1900 succeeding Bethel & Drysdale. Along 
with livery, they brought in horses which they sold 
to the new settlers from Europe who had taken up 
farms north of Beausejour. Some of these horses 
were brought in from Alberta, while others were 
brought in from Montana and the Dakotas. These 
broncos were sold at fairly good prices, some going 
as high as $475.00 a team. While the livery stable 
was a place where farmers could put up their horses 
while doing business in town, the stable had a team 
of drivers to drive people in to the coun try, much like 
a taxi today. 

Mr. Genaske in front of Bethel's Bakery. 

Thomas and Hicks Livery Stable, 1910. 
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Commercial travellers from Winnipeg reached 
their country customers by horse and buggy, 
sometimes hauling large quantities of merchandise 
with them. To accommodate the display of the 
items, a special room in either of the local hotels was 
available where goods could be laid out for 
inspection. Such as room was appropriately called 
the "Sample Room". 

Although the doctor may have had a car in 
which to make his calls, it was not always possible to 
use it due to the condition of the mud roads. If the 
roads were muddy, he, like many others, would hire 
a livery team and buggy, cutter or sleigh and be 
driven to the patient. 

Beausejour must have had a dozen general 
stores in 1910. There was also a harness shop which 
sold coffins on the side. C.M. Huntley was the local 
harness maker. In 1920 Huntley sold his place of 
business to Richardson arid Mike Tatelman. 
Richardson was an American and Mike Tatelman 
was a local man. They converted the building into a 
garage. They carried on the business for a number 
of years. When it folded, Richardson went back to 
the U.S. and Mike moved to Winnipeg. Tatelman 
formed a construction company in Winnipeg under 
the name of M. Tallman Construction. The 
company did very well, particularly during the war 
years. The Richardson and Tatelman place of 
business in Beausejour was located on the corner of 
Third and Ashton, now the office of the Manitoba 
Telephone System. 

Huntley's Garage. 



R. Tatelman's Garage - now the site of the Telephone 
Building. 

A lumber yard owned by E.A. Dugard was 
located in the west end of town. Close by the 
Dugards also operated the first and only skating 
rink in town. When they went out of business the 
lumber yard was acquired by G.R. Scruton. Later 
Scruton sold the lumber yard to the Pereles family. 
He moved to Florida. When the Pereles family went 
out of the lumber business they sold the building to 
H.H. Mitchell, a local druggist. The land was 
purchased by August Langner. Mr. Mitchell moved 
the building to its present location adjoining the 
present Mitchell Electric. Upon the death of Mr. 
Mitchell, his daughter Dorothy carried on a novelty 
store for a number of years. Upon her retirement 
the business was discontinued and the property was 
sold to Walterson and Sanders of Beausejour. The 
present Western Drug Mart is located on a portion 
of the Mitchell property. 

The Fawcett residence on Third Street was 
built by Daniel Maddin in 1905. He and his wife 
Gertrude (Fawcett) lived in it and operated a 

Dugard's Hardware and Lumber, 1922. Harold Dugard second from left. 
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butcher shop on the premises. Part of the building 
was used as a drug store, and another part was used 
as a telephone office. When the telephone office and 
the drug store were moved across the street, the 
space was taken over by the Northern Crown Bank, 
with A.B. Ru therford as manager and J.S. Hough as 
teller. Soon, the bank built its own building just 
north of the Fawcett house. The vacated Fawcett 
residence was then taken over by the Manitoba 
Telephone System. One large room on the second 
floor of the house was used by the Masonic Ophir 
Lodge 112, and the Order of Odd Fellows. The 
Fawcett house was subsequently sold to Julian 
Ilchena, who used part of it for his insurance office. 

According to the Post Office records, the first 
post office was located on Section 36-12-7 East, just 
east of the railroad station. It was opened in 1881 
and the first post master was F. Schooly. He served 
until the end of 1886, and on January 1, 1987 J.L. 
Turner became postmaster. He held office until 
1898. His brother Samuel succeeded him, and he 
held office until 1913. By that time the post office 
had been moved to the Turner house, corner Third 
and Pacific Avenue. Sam Turner was succeeded as 
postmaster by James William Laurie, son-in-law of 
D.T. Fawcett. The post office was then moved to the 
Fawcett house, and remained there until 1937. It 
was then moved to a new Federal building corner of 
Third and Park Avenue. It is now the A.R.c. Shop 
for the Retarded. Upon the death of James William 
Laurie, his wife Caroline, who had been his assistant 
throughout their married life, succeeded him. She 
held office until her retirement in 1967. In 1971 the 
Federal Government purchased property from 
William Horodyski, just west of the existing post 
office, and built a new modern building and moved 
the post office there. Henry Podealuk, formerly of 
Grandview, Manitoba, became post master. Upon 
his retirement in November 1981 he was succeeded 
by Paynter Graham of Gladstone. 

With the discontinuance of the lumber 
business by the Pereles family, a lumber yard was 
started by the Galvin Lumber Company . It was later 
taken over by David McAlister. Mr. McAlister ran a 
lumber and hardware business for a number of 
years, and along with that he was an undertaker. 
When he sold out to the Beaver Lumber Company, 
he continued in the undertaking business. He was 
also the local auctioneer. 

H.A.Dugard was also in the lumber and 
hardware business. His place of business was on 
Park Avenue facing Third Street south. Working 
for him were John Malinowski and Peter Kozak, 
who later started their own business when Mr. 
Dugard sold out to the North American Lumber 
Company. 
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C.P.R. Station and Section House, 1906. 

Beausejour Railway Station, 1909. Demolished, 1974. 

David McAlister in white shirt in front of McAlister's 
Hardware. 



David McAlister garage - 1916. D. McAlis ter in car. 

Peter and John benefitted from their experience 
with Mr. Dugard, and when the Dugard business 
was sold, they opened a small hardware and lumber 
business. Their place of business, however, was 
destroyed by fire when the Huntley Garage burned. 
They rebuilt again in another location, on the west 
side of Pine Motors. Owing to John's illness he left 
the business, and Pete continued on his own as the 
Builders Supply Centre. The business thrived, butit 
too burned during the fire which Fred Dreffs 
sustained when his implement business burned. 
Peter Kozak rebuilt again, with a roof covering the 
whole yard. He sold the business to the Beausejour 
Lumber Company in 1968 and moved to 
Vancouver. 

The first flour mill in the area was started by 
the Barski Brothers of Ladywood, and was located 
in Ladywood. It was steam operated, and ran until 
about 1920. The second mill was started in the 
Maddin store building, Mr. Turtletop the owner at 
that time, having sold the property to a man from 
Winnipeg. This mill was operated for some time, but 
unfortunately the owner of the mill had other use 
for the grain than milling flour. One sunny 
afternoon the place was raided. Barrel after barrel of 
mash and liquor were dumped in the street, much to 
the surprise of the people, as no one suspected what 
went on in the flour mill. So ended the flour mill. 

The mill property was acquired by Abe 
Gutnick who again started up a flour mill. 
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Sometime later a creamery was opened in the same 
building. It was operated by Mr. I. Meltzer. The 
creamery and flour mill were destroyed by fire in 
September 1931. 

Sid Meltzer in front of fleet, 1938. 

Frank Palacek owned and operated a general 
store immediately north of the c.A. Maddin place. 
When he discontinued the business the property 
was acquired by D.C. Maddox, who opened a drug 
store. Maddox quit in 1914 upon the outbreak of the 
First World War. He enlisted and went overseas. At 
the end of the war he did not return to Beausejour, 



but settled in Ottawa. In 1960 he returned to 
Beausejour to renew acquaintances and as he said 
"just to see the place." He said that the place had 
changed beyond recognition. 

Mr. T.T. Wyrzykowski came from Parisville, 
Michigan, arriving in Ladywood where he took up 
farming. After the big fire in 1897 he got 
discouraged, left the farm and moved to Beausejour, 
where he opened a general store on the corner of 
Third Street and Ashton Avenue. This property is 
now owned by Julius DeMarco. Mr. Wyrzykowski 
was very successful in business, adding a 
McCormick Implement Agency to his thriving 
enterprises. The Implement Company later became 
the International Harvester Company. His son 
Dolard later added lumber to the business. In 
September 1931 the lumber yard burned down. 
This fire also destroyed the flour mill and the 
creamery. T.T. Wyrzykowski served on the Town 
of Bea usejour Council in the early days, and was also 
the Justice of the Peace for some years. 

The present property of Mrs. Kay Rumak 
(widow of Mike) belonged to the Klingbeil family. 
The Klingbells ran a butcher shop there. When they 
sold out, the building was converted to a drug store, 
which was operated by a Mr. Cameron. Upon his 
death the business was taken over by a Mr. 
Sambrook. Sambrook was succeeded by Mr. H.H. 
Mitchell. Eventually Mr. Mitchell bought one of the 
Shaw properties on Park Avenue (now Western 
Drug Mart and Mitchell's Electric), and moved his 
drug business into the old Scruton building which 
was moved onto his new location from the west of 
town. The old Kling bell building which Mr. Mitchell 
had vacated was taken over by Sam Levine and 
turned into a department store. Sometime later this 
building burned and was never rebuilt. The land 
was later acquired by Peter Rumak who built the 
house in which Kay Rumak lives. 
Rumak's store (now the Town and Country) was 
originally owned by B. Pereles and Sons. The 
partnership consisted of Benjamin Pereles, the 
father, sons Dave and Abe, also Harry Genaske, 
the son-in-law. The Pereles family carried on a very 
successful business, having the advantage of being 
able to converse in the language of the newcomers. 
They branched out by bu ying the lumber yard atthe 
west end of town from G.R. Scruton, as well as 
opening up a liquor store on the premises next to the 
present John Deere Agency. Wanting togetintothe 
wholesale grocery business, the Pereles family sold 
their interests in Beausejour to Peter Rumak and 
moved to Winnipeg. They opened the Pereles 
Wholesale Groceries. This business did not last 
long, however Mr. Pereles and Harry Genaske 
moved back to Beausejour and started business 
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again, but things were never the same. After some 
years they moved back to Winnipeg. 

The Pine Motors property was once owned by 
Alf and Ed Gretsinger, and was the business place of 
Gretsinger's Garage. Alf left the garage and started 
a transfer business, hauling freight between 
Winnipeg and Beausejour. Ed moved to the present 
site of Gretsinger's Garage. Their old premises 
were taken over by W.R. Bethel in 1940, and 
converted to an Implement Agency, handling the 
International line of farm machinery. In 1941 he 
was joined in partnership by W. Horodyski. This 
partnership was dissolved in 1944, with Bill Bethel 
retaining the business. Bill Horodyski bought the 
old Gottlieb Kaatz property across the street. He 
opened a furniture and appliance business on this 
site. Bill operated that store until his retirement in 
1971. The store property was sold to the Federal 
Government upon which the present post office 
was built. Bill Bethel sold his garage to Steve Beley 
of Lowland, retaining for himself the International 
Agency. This agency moved to the lot once owned 
by Mrs. DeMarco, on the corner of Park Avenue 
and Second Street. Here, Bill Bethel had built a new 
shop. This was later sold to Fred Dreffs. Bill Bethel 
moved to London, Ontario. In London he acquired a 
farm implement and chain saw dealership. 

Carl Kososki prucha sed a block of land in the 
early twenties. This land extended from Second 
Street west to First Street. He carried on a general 
store business until he retired in 1968. Part of the 
balance of the land wa~ sold to Johnny's Electric, one 
lot to Mike Marek for a car wash, and the corner lot 
to B.A. Oil (now Gulf). Son Joseph Kososki lives on 
one lot. He is the local Watkins dealer. Prior to 
moving to Beausejour, Mr. Kososki had a general 
store in Brokenhead. He sold this to his brother-in
law Charles Staska. Mr. Staska later sold it to R.E. 
Molinski, and the business is now known as the 
Crossroads General Store. 

Beausejour Meat Market, 3rd Street, 1910. 



Customers inside Wyrzykowski's store. 

T.T. Wyrzykowski and Mary Helen Wyrzykowski inside Wyrzykowski's store. 
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Pereles store, 1919. 

Albert Englot owned the corner lot at First 
Street and Park Avenue. It was later acquired by 
John Galay who ran a general store. Along with the 
general store, Mr. Englot had an implement agency, 
and he was also agent for Reidle's Brewery. Before 
he went into business for himself he was employed 
by T.T. Wyrzykowski for a number of years. 

Oscar Russell started his own undertaking 
business in 1941 under the name of Russell's 
Funeral Home. He apprenticed with McAlister's 
Funeral Chapel. The property upon which Oscar 
Russell established his business at one time 
belonged to Louis Gretzinger, then William 
Gretzinger. The Seventh Day Adventists had a 
small church adjacent to the Gretzinger home. 
When the congregation declined the church was 
sold to the Pentecostal Congregation. The lot was 
sold to Mr. Russell, and the Pentecostal Congrega
tion moved to a new church in St. Ouens. 

The second funeral business was owned and 
operated by William Renshaw. He was a newcomer 
to the town. His business was located on the corner 
of Fifth and Park Avenue, immediately east of the 
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The first funeral hearse in Beausejour was used by McAlister 
Funeral Home. 

Renshaw's Funeral Chapel. 



present McLeod Store. Mr. Renshaw served in the 
Canadian Armed Forces, and upon his discharge he 
went to New York where he trained as a mortician. 
He ran a very successful business in Beausejour for 
quite a number of years. When he sold out he 
retired, making his home in Beausejour. He has 
since died. His widow, Kay, is still living in 
Beausejour. 

G.M. Huntley owned the corner upon which 
the Consumers' Co-Operative store is located. Mr. 
Huntley was an Easterner, coming here in the early 
part of the century from Nova Scotia. He was one of 
the early Ford dealers, and was in partnership with 
the late Harold Drysdale. When the partnership 
dissolved Mr. Huntley continued the business on 
his own. The garage was destroyed by fire about 
1943. He rebuilt but died shortly after, following a 
car accident in Winnipeg. His daughter, Laura 
Bruce, took the business over together with Abe 
Friesen, who had been Mr. Huntley's mechanic. 
When Mrs. Bruce pulled out of the business, Mr. 
Friesen operated the business by himself. Upon his 
death the business was discontinued and the 

property was sold to the Consumers' Co-Op. 
Mr. Huntley was prominent in local CIVIC 

affairs, serving for a number of years as councillor in 
the town and mayor in 1915. He was one of the 
founders of, and very active in, the Eastern 
Manitoba Development Bureau in the twenties. 

Mickey Hoban and his wife Edna purchased 
Rudy's Photographic Studio, and opened up a florist 
shop under the name of Shamrock Florists. Mickey 
was an expert photographer. Along with his 
business in town, he was also the official 
photographer for the Atomic Energy Research 
Centre in Pinawa. His wife carried on the flower 
business. The business was later sold to Richard 
Schreyer. 

The North American Lumber Company store 
and lumber yard were located on the site 
previously owned by Bethel Brothers, upon which 
stood their livery stable. Immediately east of the 
livery stable was Joseph Shaw's property. He had his 
residence there and office and shop of the Deering 
Implement Co. The Deering Company was later 
absorbed by the McCormick Implement Company, 

Drysdale's Garage where Gretzinger's Garage now stands. Crawford Law Building on right, early 1920's. 
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and became known as the McCormick-Deering Co. 
The Shaw house was destroyed by fire and the 
property was acquired by Edward Gretzinger. On 
this property he built his garage. It is now owned 
and operated by his son Raymond. 

Louis Lentz owned a home on the location 
which is now known as the Gateway Restaurant. 
He married the widow Mrs. Kaatz. She was the 
mother of Gottlieb and Herman Kaatz who 
established the Kaatz Brothers Butcher Shop in 
Beausejour. 

Louis Lentz was a native of Russia. Having a 
better than average education than most of the 
immigrants in Beausejour and district, he became a 
key man whose advice was much sought after by the 
people. He had a general insurance business, and 
was also an agent for a steamship company. Having 
acquired a good working knowledge of English as 
well as several European languages, he was much in 
demand as court interpreter. Mr. Lentz served on 
the Town Council for many years, and was also 
active in the Zion Lutheran Church. Being 
acquainted with the intricacies of old country 
marriages, he helped to arrange some of the 
marriages during his time. 

There were three hotels in town. The 
Howland House was owned and operated by Mr. 
and Mrs. Harry Howland. They sold no liquor but 
served meals and rented rooms. Many of the local 
teachers and bank clerks stayed there. Mr. and Mrs. 
Howland were very congenial people, and the hotel 
had an atmosphere more like a home than a hotel. 
Mr. Howland was a blacksmith by trade. His shop 
was located on the property where Mrs. Nellie 
Larson's house now stands. Mr. and Mrs. Howland 
had two sons and one daughter. The boys, Charlie 
and Ernie, were both railroaders. Charlie is now 
retired (in his 90'S) and lives in Thunder Bay. When 
Ernie was not working for the railroad, he ran a 
general store and ice cream parlor, and later hewent 
into the sheet metal business. The daughter, 
Cecelia, worked as a stenographer for J.D. 
Crawford, a local lawyer. She married Dave 
McAlister, the lumber and hardware merchant. 
Ernie and Cecelia are both deceased. 

The two other hotels were located on Main 
Street, now known as Park Avenue. They were 
built across the street from one another. The 
Beausejour Hotel was built in 1908 by Pereles and 
Genaske. It was later operated by many different 
people, among them Diner, LaCasse, Forsland, 
McDougall and others. When Prohibition came into 
effect in 1917, and since liquor was the mainstay of 
a hotel, business deteriorated, as renting of rooms 
and serving meals was the only income. The hotel 
business went from bad to worse. The King Edward 
Hotel which was run by Bob Bethel, was destroyed 
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Gottlieb Kaatz. Herman Kaatz. 

Beausejour Hotel, 1924. Owner Robert Hayes in front. 

by fire prior to 1920. The Beausejour Hotel, as was 
mentioned earlier, changed ownership quite 
frequently, and the physical condition as well as its 
reputation hit bottom. 

Then in 1920, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hayes 
bought the hotel and began extensive renovations. 
Mrs. Hayes was an extremely good cook, and Bob 
was an exceptional manager. Soon, the hotel gained 
an enviable reputation for its hospitality and 
excellent meals. Community organizations were 
always welcome to hold their functions at the hotel, 
and the weekly whist drives were looked forward to 
very much by the people in town. Mr. Hayes was 
also an ardent hockey fan, and strongly supported 



The old King Edward Hotel, 1906. 

the local hockey club of which he was president for 
some time. He supplied the team with uniforms at 
his own expense and hel ped out in other ways . Their 
famous "Sunday Chicken Dinners" were known 
throughout Manitoba, and on a summer afternoon 
each Sunday, many Winnipeg people would make a 
trip to Beausejour especially for chicken dinner at 
Hayes's. 

Bob served as Mayor of the town for a number 
of years. It was during the time when a "Poll Tax" 
was levied against single men who owned no real 
estate. The local constable was always on the 
lookout for these young fellows. The pool room in 
the hotel was usually full of the boys ""ho were 
subject to the tax. It is assumed that Bob must have 
turned a blind eye many a time when the tax 
collector was on the prowl. The law stipulated that 
failure to pay the tax meant jail. Butthese boys were 
all broke, with no work and no place to hang out but 
the pool room. Bob, being the man he was, just did 
not have the heart to turn them in. 

Beausejour was a new town in the making, 
with its growing pains and other problems relative 
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Beausejour Pool Room, 1908. 

to a new community. With so many people of 
different racial origins coming together, it was 
natural that things would not run smoothly. The 
time of assimilation and tolerance was a long way 



off. In the meantime differences of cultures and 
deep suspicions were accentuated by some of the 
inhabitants having one too many in either of the 
hotels. The arguments would end up in the middle 
of the street between the two hotels. One must 
realize that having people from all over the world 
bunched together, sometime just spoiling for a 
fight, there was always somebody willing to 
accommdate. Since then, many years have gone by. 
The old animosities have been forgotten, a new 
generation has been born, and intermarriages have 
taken place. It is safe to say that after 60 or 70 years 
the place is unrecognizable. 

Since most of the land surrounding Beausejour 
was vacant and for sale, there were always people 
willing to speculate on the new land just opened up 
by the railroad. Land prices were going up by leaps 
and bounds anywhere along the C.P.R., particularly 
wherever the railroad established a station. So it 
was that a lot of the land near the new Beausejour 
settlement was taken up by American speculators. 
Much of the land was bought "sight unseen". 

A time carne that a group of American 
speculators who owned land here carne to 
Beausejour to see what they had bought. One ofthe 
local agents hired a livery team from the livery 
stable, and drove the Americans to look their land 
over. He drove them around for quite some time, 

Park Avenue, 1945. 

446 

never once crossing his own buggy tracks, but not 
covering much ground either. They were quite 
happy with their purchase, not knowing that they 
had seen only a fraction of their land, the balance 
being of very doubtful value. 

Beausejour was the County Court Seat of the 
Eastern Judicial District. Court was held once every 
three months. The presiding Judge and the court 
reporter would corne from Winnipeg. Court was 
usually held upstairs in the old Municipal building. 
Litigants would corne from as far as White mouth, 
Lac du Bonnet and the Lake Winnipeg area. If the 
docket was large the judge would stay over and hear 
the balance of the cases the next day. The County 
Court Clerk was partially paralyzed and was subject 
to dozing off during the court session. The court 
officials, including the lawyers, were very patient 
and understanding. Noting that the clerk was 
sleeping one of the lawyers would nudge him to 
wake him up, embarrassed somewhat, and the case 
would proceed. Court day in Beausejour was one of 
the main attractions every three months which the 
people were looking forward to, except the litigants 
of course. 

Anyone who had nothing to do attended these 
court sessions. Some of the cases were very 
entertaining. After all, some people enjoy going to 
police court cases even today. 



Something unique in Manitoba was the 
farmer's market held once a month on the lots just 
west of the Howland House, now the skating and 
curling rinks. The market was something in the 
style of the markets in the old country. All type of 
farm produce was brought for sale. Farm women 
would bring vegetables, sour cream, cheese or eggs. 
Home-made butter was also available. Hundreds of 
little pigs, three to four weeks old were bought and 
sold. Buyers from a distance of a hundred miles 
would be there to buy pigs. A lot of these little pigs 
were bought by local townspeople to raise for their 
winter's meat. At that time there were no 
restrictions keeping livestock within the town 
limits. These little pigs were tricky to handle, and 
fast as lightning. Usually a local buyer would bring a 
sack to carry the pigs home in. Sometimes trying to 
get the pig into the sack was like trying to get a drunk 
man through a door when he spread his feet. 
Occasionally the pig would miss the bag and make a 

beeline for the main street, with scores of kids, 
including the buyer, in hot pursuit. The pig was not 
always caught. People looked forward to these 
markets, not so much to buy or sell, but it was an 
occasion to meet and visit with people. 

When little pigs got away at the market it was 
fun, but when a team of horses took fright and ran, 
it was a different matter. This happened quite often 
in Beausejour. A team would bolt, down the main 
street, the wagon and everything on it falling apart. 
Sometimes the horses would run into a telephone 
pole, break it off, and it would swing like a 
pendulum, hanging on the wires. Sometimes a 
runaway team would be caught; usually they ran 
until they got tired. 

As farmers found other means of disposing of 
their produce, and pig buyers started buying 
directly from the farmer on site, the markets 
gradually phased out. So ended an era. 

Beausejour has always had a Market Day. Around 1912 markets were heldin the centre oftown. This picture was takenattherearof 
the DeMarco home on Ashton Ave. on the site occupied by the Gordon Kaatz home. 
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Louis Vogel's Story of the Manitoba Glass Works 

"We had some hard times, but we were happy," 
reminisced Mr. Louis Vogel. 

Mr. Vogel belies his 76 years. He is keenly 
interested in his surroundings and says that "he is 
still inquisitive". Louis has had a very interesting 
and full life . 

His parents, John and Mary Vogel came to 
Canada from NaroI, Poland in 1904 with their three 
sons and four daughters; Joseph, Louis and Anton, 
and Carrie, Stanislawa, Mary and Helen. Louis was 
six years old at this time. They were Polish, but 
somewhere along the line their ancestors were of 
German descent. They, however, did not speak 
anything but Polish. 

Prior to departure, Louis remembers the many 
persons who came to their home to bid the family 
farewell. Their house in Poland had grass shingles 
(grass bound into sheaves). 

The Vogel family travelled by train to the 
Hamburg port station. It was from there that they 
embarked on a ship called the Barsalona. They 
landed in Halifax from where they took a train 
directly to Beausejour. Coach wagons brought 
passengers from the C.P.R. station to the hotels. 

The Post Office was on the property located on 
the north-east corner of Third Street and Pacific. 
There was a meat market on the property of 
Herman Bush, also on Third Street. 

Mr. MacAllister built a store where Mr. Holyk 
had his poolroom. When Mr. MacAllister sold his 
store he went to work at the glass factory. He was 
employed as a carpenter making crates for the 
bottles. Mr. Gray had a big store built of logs on the 
site of the firehall. 

Although Mr. Vogel was a blacksmith by trade, 
and had brought some tools with him to Canada, he 
did not work at blacksmithing. He did however, help 
out Mr. Stanley Kanarowski, a local blacksmith, 
when he needed extra help. 

Mr. Vogel bought 80 acres of bush and hayland 
in Sebright, which he kept just for the purpose of 
cutting wood and making hay. He also bought 160 
acres in Cloverleaf where he made his home. This 
farm was bought from the real estate firm of Watson 
and Lewis at $12.00anacre.Mr. Vogel made regular 
payments on the land, but when the last $300.00 
came due, and Mr. Vogel was ready to pay for it, he 
found out that he couldn't get title. Apparently the 
money he had paid previously had not been paid to 
the owners of the land, who lived in the U.S.A. 
There was no use getting after the real estate 
company as they had declared bankruptcy and were 
insolvent. Mr. Vogel had to pay for the land all over 
again. There were a number of farmers in the same 
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predicament who had bought land through the 
same agency. They were also in the same situation. 

There was no income from the farm so Mr. 
Vogel worked out. He spent much of the time 
loading wood onto railroad cars for Mr. T.T. 
Wyrzykowski. He had no horses so he bought a pair 
of oxen from Marion Myslicki. In 1913 the Vogels 
moved from Beausejour to Cloverleaf where they 
made their home. 

The Vogel children all married and moved 
away to make their own homes. Carrie married Joe 
Kanarowski, Teenie married John Baker, Mary 
married Joe Minneault. The oldest, Joe, established 
himself in a radiator repair shop in Winnipeg. Anton 
made his home in Windsor, Ontario. Louis stayed 
on the farm. 

Mr. Vogel's first wife, Mary, died in 1915. He 
then married Mrs. Cewe, who was a widow of 
Lawrence Cewe. They moved to Steveston, British 
Columbia, where they had a son. Although the 
climate was milder, it did not agree with her, as she 
was asthmatic. They therefore moved back to 
Beausejour. In time she also died and Mr. Vogel 
married another widow, a Mrs. Lanoway. They are 
all deceased now. 

Louis' first job was at the glass factory at the 
age of 13. He worked there one season in the old 
factory and another in the new one. Ever since, 
Louis has had a deep and lasting interest in the glass 
factory. 

The factory employed 250 men, boys and girls 
in 12 shops (6 in the old building). The men were 
employed in several jobs such as glassblowers. The 
girls would put the tops on the sealers. They had to 
grind the tops as they did not always fit. 

In a conversation with Dave Vass, Louis 
learned that Mr. Vass' father was sure that the sand 
which was in abundance in Beausejour could be 
used to make glass. Mr. Vass was the first 
blacksmith in town. Coming from Europe, Mr. Vass 
knew that by melting sand with some chemicals 
would produce glass. He took a clay pot and filled it 
with sand and chemicals. He put this in the forge of 
his blacksmith shop and he forged it. He kept the 
mixture burning until the sand had melted to form 
the syrup mixture needed to make glass. 

Owners of the glass factory were: Mr. Joe 
Kielback, Mr. Bayne, Mr. Louis Lentz and Mr. Jim 
Turner. The latter was also the owner of the brick 
factory. 

The first ovens were fire clay pots. The pots 
were filled with sand and soda and a fire was built 
under them. The fire was left burning for a good day 
or better so that the mixture would all melt. When 



Interior of Manitoba Glass Works, 1909. 

the mixture was ready, the Polish glassblowers 
went to work on it. The pot was emptied and that 
was the end of the work for the boys. They were 
sent home. 

The bottles were put in the oven to cool slowly 
in the heat. This caused them to stick together. This 
was a waste of time and material, as the bottles were 
thrown outside in a heap and broken. When the 
ovens had cooled, the boys were called back to work 
to clean the ovens. 

There was a manager from Europe who 
decided to make a bigger tank. It was about 15' x 15' 
square. This wasn't too high. Gas was made from 
burning wood. The smoke would go up the 
chimney, and since the gas was heavier, it would go 
down. The gas was fed underground through brick 
tunnels into the tanks. There was more glass; 
however the factory couldn't be run steadily. 

When the Americans came in, they wanted the 
factory going full time, day and night. A different 
tank was constructed. The sand, soda, chemicals, 
and sometimes the scrap glass was filled from one 
end. In the centre there was a partition, with holes 
16" x 20" along the bottom. That way the melted 
glass would flow to the other end. The glass was 
going steady, day and night in eight hour shifts. 

The Polish blowers used straight pipes to blow 
the glass. This was not as good as the cone-shaped 
pipes used by the American blowers, as the Polish 
blowers couldn't pick up more glass. 

To make the glass bottles, the blowers would 
stick the pipe through the hole and pick up a bunch 
of melted glass. He would blow into the pipe to 
shape the glass in a cone shape and he would put it in 
the mold. The blower would blow in the pipe again. 

Three boys worked with the three glassblowers 
working on the bigger bottles or sealers. One boy 
was sitting down and he worked with the molds. He 
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would close one mold and open the other. The bottle 
was cooled and the boy would stand it on the scale or 
put it on the side. The other boy would pick it up 
with the pinchers because the bottle was still hot. He 
would put it in the snap, roll the neck to grind it and 
take the rough glass off the head. Then he would 
stick it in the glory hole. 

The glory hole was an oven which burned 
crude oil. This oven was something like our modern 
oil furnaces, only this oven had four smaller holes 
with fire shooting out of them. There was a bottle in 
each hole. When the first neck was ready, the third 
glassblower would take it out of the glory hole with 
a snap and make a head on it. These heads were 
made separately. 

The glassblowers would roll the bottle while 
sitting on the chair. The chair had arms on it, a rail 
and a good s traigh t iron handle. He had a tool and he 
stuck it in the head and shaped the neck of the bottle. 
The bottle was then taken on a shovel to the layer 
where it was tempered. Here it was heated slowly. 

Louis says that it was fast work. Twenty-four 
bottles were made between the three glassblowers 
in one minute. The three boys working as a team, 
rotated their work about every half hour. 

As the boys carried the bottles to the layer, men 
were on the other side unloading the loaded layer 
onto a track which resembled a dolly which is used 
for moving furniture or heavy things. This track 
was about a hundred feet long. 

Louis worked in the section where they made 
the big oval shaped bottles. At first he carried the 
bottles to the layer. Then he was put to work on the 
molds. In closing the molds the boys had to work 
fast. There was no time to fool around. If the mold 
was closed too quickly, there was the possibility of 
knocking out the glassblower's teeth. 

Louis then worked in the monkey shop. This is 



where the medicine bottles were made. Here he had 
to work just as fast. In fact, four boys worked 
alongside the three glassblowers. The extra boy 
took the bottles to the glory hole. 

A machine was used to make the threaded part 
of the neck of the medicine bottles. There was also a 
machine to make lantern glass and the bigger and 
smaller sealers. 

During their lunch hour, the glassblowers 
would make beer jugs, 26 oz. dark coloured bottles, 
canes and some lengths of pipe. One hundred feet of 
thin pipe was made in ten minutes. It was cut in 
smaller pieces and used as decorations. People 
would make baskets and stars at home with it. Some 
persons would thread pieces of coloured yarn in the 
pipe to add colour to it. 

Handmade Pelisser & Sons beer bottle made at Manitoba Glass 
Factory, 1909. 

Bits of coloured glass were melted to make the 
coloured canes. Other canes were made out of clear 
glass. 

One of the most difficult jobs was mixing the 
soda with the sand. Louis remembers that Mr. 
Rudolph worked at this job. Louis says that the soda 
was hard on the nose. 

The sand was brought to the surface by 
digging tunnels underground during the winter. 
There was a main tunnel from the glass factory with 
smaller ones leading from it. Underground the sand 
was not frozen. The land on the site of the glass 
factory bears indentations where the tunnels were 
dug. 

White sand was imported to make the clear 
glass, though Louis heard from others that the last 
manager before the factory closed down said that he 
could make clear glass using the Beausejour sand. 
They also said that machines had been purchased to 
manufacture this plate glass. 
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Louis worked with glassblower John Reifsneider 
who visited with Louis last September. 

Glass blowers from Manitoba Glass Works. 

In the fall of 1913, Louis stayed on the farm to 
help his father and two brothers, Joe and Anton, 
though Joe was hardly at home as he was working 
out. 

The girls were away and married when his 
mother died. She was only 45 years old. The men 
soon organized themselves to do the housework. 
His father did the cooking. Louis washed the clothes 
and Anton cleaned the house and washed the floors. 
Louis says that lilt was a relief for us when father 
remarried, as she was a very good woman". 

Oxen were used to work the land. They were 
stubborn beasts. Louis relates the following 
incident. One day, while driving a team to 
Beausejour to crush some grain for his father, he 
came upon a team of horses tied to a wagon box 
eating hay. The oxen went straight to the wagon, 
breaking the end gate on the box and started to eat 
the hay. Louis had a terrible time turning them 
away. Getting down from the wagon, he hit them 
on the nose with a whip handle. This started them 
running from Ashton Street to 5th Street and 
across the highway (Park Avenue). They broke the 
wagon post and finally stopped on the field. This 
was one time Louis cried. He then took the broken 
part of the post to Stanley Kanaroski, a blacksmith 
in town. Mr. Kanaroski put on a new pole and Louis 
had the grain crushed before he returned home. 

Two oxen and one horse were used to cut the 
grain. Louis would walk on a side of the binder to 
whip the oxen urging them to go faster. 

In 1921, Louis married Helen Szumilak in St. 
Mary's Church. Father Kowalski officiated at the 
wedding. The young couple started to farm three 
miles south of Beausejour. John Vogel had signed 
over his farm to Louis. 

They purchased a tractor and put 100 acres to 
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wheat that first year. Disaster struck. They lost 
their first crop to hail. Louis was left with many 
debts, but with better years ahead, he was able to 
pay them slowly. 

Then in the 30's the horses and ca ttle were sick 
and died. The farmers were told that it was swamp 
fever. The cattle died of black leg disease and from 
foot rot, while the horses died of swamp fever. 

The Depression came at about the same time 
as the grasshoppers. The crops were poor and so 
were the prices for everything. Rye fetched 12 cents 
a bushel, while barley fetched 30 cents. Cordwood 
was selling for $2.50 a cord. 

Cash was scarce during the Depression. 
Groceries were purchased by exchange, sometimes 
for cordwood, eggs, butter or cheese. Louis 
remembers that he couldn't even get the three cents 
he needed to purchase a stamp. The storekeepers 
paid no cash. 

However, it was not the same with every 
storekeeper. How well he remembers dealing with 
Harry Shuster. From him he received half cash for 
the cordwood which he and his wife had cut. 

This pleased them very much. They were able 
to go into the other stores where they didn't 
exchange and purchase clothing, shoes and even 
moccasins. They were also able to go to parties. 
These were house parties where they used to play 
games and where they sometimes danced. The 
young people didn't mind being with the older folk. 
"It sure is different today," remarks Louis. 

The Depression was the cause of much 
unemployment. The government started to send 
men to help the farmer to ease the unemployment 
situation. The farmer was paid $5 while the man 
received $5 a month. Louis and Helen took in one 
man. "We weren't outto make money,"he says."We 
gave him our $5. Besides, he was cheap labour and 
we wanted to help him. He needed it more than we 
did. This man cut cordwood and we paid him 50 
cents a cord. He also helped us with the chores." 

The Vogels were short of water on the farm. A 
20' well was dug, but it was not enough. With the 
help of his brother-in-law Bill Shumilak, he bought 
an old binder. They took it apart to make a drilling 
machine. Louis was taught by his father the art of 
smithing, as John Vogel was a blacksmith in Poland. 
The missing parts of the drilling machine were 
made in the blacksmith shop on the farm. They used 
this machine several times to dig other wells in the 
area. They were successful with all their drillings. 
One well went down to 200'. 

Later, Louis bought a threshing machine. He 
threshed for himself and for other farmers. This 
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helped to pay all their debts. They were also able to 
build a new barn, a granary and remodel the house. 

Louis feels that if farmers were less 
mechanized today there would be less unemploy
ment. Also, if farmers used the old method of 
stooking, they would have a better grade for their 
crops. 

In the manner of his father, Louis signed over 
his farm to his only son, Joe, in 1964. Louis and 
Helen retired to Town in their house on Third 
Street South. 

In 1971 they celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary. They are proud of their three 
grandchildren: Raymond, Doreen and Cheryl, and 
of their two great grandchildren: Kevin and 
Kenneth. 

His only surviving brother is living in Detroit. 
Louis has been driving a car since about 1926. 

He has never received any tickets. Twice his car was 
involved in an accident, but he was not at fault both 
times. 

He is enjoying his retirement. He says he and 
his wife are a team and they do most things 
together. They visit friends, playcardsandhedrives 
his wife and her friends to the bingo games at the 
senior citizens home.He often visits the site of the 
old glass factory and often wishes he was still 
working there. Louis likes home baked bread and he 
helps his wife to bake the bread. Helen also does all 
her own preserves. "That way, we never have to 
buy - besides it is fresh," says Louis proudly. He has 
never gone back to Poland. He and his wife recently 
returned from a most enjoyable visit to California. 

Louis has a pet project. He is making some of 
the tools that he used when he was working at the 
old glass factory. Some of these tools will be made in 
the old blacksmith shop on the farm. Once 
completed, these articles will be put on display in the 
Broken-Beau Museum. 

Louis continues to be inquisitive. Recently he 
was supervising the drilling of a well by his home. 
He is very spry for his 76 years come April. He walks 
for exercise. 

"No matter how hard it was for us, we were 
always happy and cheerful. I have everything that I 
want," he concludes. 

Good luck, good health to you both, Louis and 
Helen Vogel. 

Editor's Note: 

By: Yvonne Van Buckenhout 
(The Beaver, March 26, 1974) 

As of 1981, Mr. and Mrs. Louis Vogel are still living 
at their residence on 3rd Street in Beausejour. 



Manitoba Glass Works. 



M eyer Gornstein~ Recollections 

May 28, 1928 - Meyer Gornstein came to 
Beausejour. Wife came in October of 1928. 

1920-21 - Wolf came to Beausejour and opened 
Bargain Store in 1922. 

1926 - Dave Gornstein came to Beausejour. 

1927 - Isaac Gornstein came to Beausejour. 

1928 - Dave and Isaac opened stores in L.D.B. and 
Seven Sisters. 
Meyer had two children: Barry and Sherry. 
Gornstein ancestors came from Poland in 1919. 
Meyer bought his first car in 1928 (Plymouth). 

1928 - Meyer dealt in cattle and horses with 
farmers such as Herman Patzer, Frank Black, 
Charlie Turner, Joe Engel, Bill Trapp, and Mr. 
Fiebelkorn. 
Craik was bank manager then. 
Meyer was good friend of Bill Lentz. 

1935-36 - Meyer rented town hall as theatre. Had a 
show on Thursday and Saturday night in 
Beausejour. Admission - 25 cents. Partner was Bill 
Pitch for six months. 

May 24,1944 - Meyer built theatre in Beausejour. 
He acted as both builder and architect. The lot was 
purchased from Mrs. Hayes for, as Meyer stated," a 
very reasonable price". 

1949 - Sold theatre to Mike Hlady. 

Bargain Store first owned by Gornstein Bros. Sold 
to Bill Pitch in 1933. 

Meyer bought first house from Bill Kanarowski 
across from Renshaw's. Then he bought Bill 
Horodyski's house. Later, he moved to Larry 
Stebbes old house east of Drysdales. 

Meyer sold livery stable in 1941. 

Meyer farmed from 1943-49 (dairy) in Cloverleaf. 

Galay General Store 

John Galay bought a farm in the Dencross 
district and farmed for 10 years. In 1944 he left the 
farm and moved to Beausejour where he was 
employed by Abe Friesen who had the Ford Agency. 
He worked there until 1949 and then bough t ou t the 
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Iwacha general store at the corner of 1st Street and 
Park Avenue. He ran the store until 1975, when he 
discontinued the business and sold the premises to 
Gerald Graves, a local insurance man. It is now the 
site of the Yamaha Music Centre. 

Whiteshell Apparel- now Beausejour Sheet Metal. 



The Gift Shop 

Mrs. Alvina Reckseidler began selling her 
embroidery and crochet material in her home and 
showing it in the window of Bill Splett's radio shop. 
When Bill moved his shop next door, Mrs. 
Reckseidler opened up a store of her own in Bill's old 
spot. This was in 1950. She later introduced ladies 

Mrs. Penny Meltzer rented space from Max 
Natch in the building that now houses the Bank of 
Montreal, Dunwoody and suite rentals. Penny's 
was a ladies clothing store, specializing in 
sportswear and dresses. The business operated 

Penny's 

and childrens clothing. Mrs. Reckseidler built and 
moved into the Pic-A-Pop building. In 1975 she 
closed the shop due to poor health. 

In 1976 the building was sold to Wally Zillman 
who now rents to Pic-A-Pop. 

from 1965 to 1970 and later became a Simp sons
Sears catalogue outlet. This building has since been 
the Agassiz School Division Office, Al Adams 
Sports and Paint Store, and now Dunwoody 
Accountants. 

Mitchell's Drug Store 

Harry Mitchell moved to Beausejour in May 
1919. The original Drug Store was owned by 
Pereles and was located at the corner of 1st Street 
and Park Avenue near the old Langner home 
(where the Provincial Government Building now 
stands). Harry Mitchell operated his business as a 
Drug Store from 1919-1940. Mrs. Francis Mitchell 
operated business from 1940-1953 and, after her 

demise, their daughter Dorothy, operated the Drug 
Store until 1974. Lamplighter bought the store in 
1974 and operated their business there until they 
moved to their new quarters where Western Drug 
Mart was located. Since then, the store has been 
owned by William Kulbaba and operated as 
William's Jewellery and since operated by Glen 
Lowery as Lowery's Footwear. 

Mitchell's Drug Store - now Lowery's Family Footwear. 
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Gertrude Cottage 

The Gertrude Cottage was originally built by 
the Shaw family. In approximately 1921 the home 
was purchased by Harry Mitchell. Dorothy Mitchell 

lived in Gertrude Cottage until 1974 at which time 
the new Western Drug Mart was built on this site. 

Gertrude Cottage, 1906. Western Drug Mart now located on this site. 

Stebbe's Businesses 

Gustav Stebbe opened a blacksmith shop in 
February of 1921 and later expanded to a general 
machine shop. Mr. G. Stebbe's son Richard later 
bought the business and ran it until 1978. The 
business had remained in the Stebbe family for 57 
years. 
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Larry Stebbe opened his chip stand in 1950. 
Larry Stebbe then opened his shoe store next 

to his chip stand in the spring of 1958. Larry 
operated the business until he moved to Winnipeg. 



Bill's Barber shop 

The shop was opened in 1958 by Bill Fuerst. His 
prices were: adults $1.00 and children 75 cents. He 
began his operation in the building directly east of 
Vicki's Snack Bar. He stayed there for 2 years. 

He then moved to the old building that housed 
the Bellan, Schroeder and Baker offices. He was 
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there for 5 years. Finally he settled in premises he 
rented from the Gateway Restaurant. Here his 
prices rose to $4.00 across the board. Bill did both 
hair cuts and shaves. He also remembers doing face 
massages. 

Bill closed his shop for good in 1980. 



Russell's Funeral Home 

It began operating as a funeral home and 
ambulance service in 1941, from the home Oscar 
had purchased from William Gretzinger. 

Renovations and rebuilding took place, but the 
site of the business has not changed. 

Russell's Funeral Home, 1941. 

Russell's Funeral Home, 1946. 
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The business has been continued on for the last 
five years by his widow Bessie (Ariss) and son 
Marvin. 

Still noted for dignified service, the business 
now services all of North Eastern Manitoba. 

Russell's Funeral Home, 1954. 



Julian C. Ilchena, Agent 
Great West Life Assurance Company 

Julian C. Ilchena, who represented the Great 
West Life Assurance Company for over 31 years in 
the Beausejour area, left an exceptional record. 

At the time of retirement in 1968, he had 
qualified for the Company 5 AMon th Club, in every 
quarter, for the all star Honour Roll in every 
Quarter for 29 and 28 years respectively. 

He joined Great West Life in 1937 and at 
retirement had over $4,270,000.00 of business in 
force with his many clients. Reflecting onhis career, 
Julian comments: "I enjoyed it all and am happy that I 

was able to contribute to the welfare of so many of 
my friends." 

Julian continues to live in Beausejour during 
the summer months and avoids the icy blasts of 
winter by living in Texas. 

Peter H. Kozyra joined Great West Life in 
1968, stepping into Julian's shoes as a resident agent 
and continues to serve the community representing 
the Great West Life Assurance Company. 

By: Peter Kozyra 

A1anuobaTel~honeSystem 

In 1906 the first phones were installed in 
Beausejour. There were 30 original subscribers. 
The first agent was Sam Turner (1906-1910) and 
the second agent was D.C. Maddox (1910-1913). 
The operators were Edith Mackie from 1910-1913 
and Nettie Laurie from 1913-1915. This 1906 
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telephone line connected Beausejour with Winnipeg, 
Selkirk and Tyndall. 

The Royal Bank (19), C.P.R. (17) and Town 
Hall (3) had the same phones numbers from 1906-
1969, when the dial phones came in. Dial phones 
arrived here on March 13, 1969. 



Reimer Agencies Ltd 

In 1953, J.J.Reimer of Steinbach, by having 
passed through Beausejour a number of times on 
his way to some insurance clients in the mining 
community of Bissett and Lac du Bonnet, decided 
that Beausejour was indeed "a pleasant place to 
stop". 

He already knew that Emil Borsa, who came 
from Chortiz, near Steinbach, and who was 
teaching in the area, was a likely person to manage 
an insurance office. In no time, Emil was appointed 
as manager, and Reimer Agencies Ltd. was in 
business. 

Another local resident, Mrs. Frances Wheeler, 
was hired as the secretary and it was business as 
usual from then on. 

Reimer Agencies Ltd. brought with them a 
new approach to the Insurance Agency system. Up 
until this point in time, most insurance (personal, 
auto and business) was handled by town clerks, 
school teachers and garage auto dealers, and only 
the Portage la Prairie Mutual and the Wawanesa 
Mutual had full-time agents in the field. 

Reimer Agencies took on the theme as 
"Insurance Specialists" and provided good service 
by issuing policies on the spot and having contact 
with adjustment firms which would provide claims 
service almost instantly. 

The business grew, but in order to obtain a 
larger working volume, Reimer Agencies had to 
acquire the portfolio of those agents well 
entrenched in the community. Consequently, the 
agencies of Mr.M.J.Hoban and Lewis J.Pulfer 
locally, and the Portage la Prairie Mutual as well as 
the Wawanesa Mutual Insurance Company 
agencies were purchased and Reimer Agencies Ltd. 
formed a broad base of insurance business to offer 
its customers in the area. 

The founder and President of the firm, 
J.J.Reimer, made it a practice to call every Friday to 
encourage the staff and convince the local residents 
that, indeed, Reimer Agencies were very much a 
good local corporate citizen. 

However, it was not until September of 1955, 
when William Kozyra was lured away from his 
teaching career at White Poplar and St. Ouens 
schools, that a permanent management position 
was established. 

William Kozyra eventually purchased the 
agency from Reimers in November of 1970 and 
William Kozyra Ltd. became the successors to 
Reimers. 
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In addition to Emil Borsa and Frances Wheeler, 
the original employees, some of the people 
employed by this insurance office over the last 28 
years were: Marceda Fiebelkorn, Stanley Greschuk, 
Betty Zielke (Friesen), Phyllis Boss, Margaret 
Schroeder, Gloria Urbanski, Ellen Kaatz, Gloria 
Wylie, Elizabeth Walker, Wilfred Recksiedler, Ken 
Regula, Violet Ruchkall, Roger Adolph, Carol 
Thompson, Lillian Novakowski, Paul Duma, Irene 
Russell, Lyn-Marie Barron, Janice Barron, Stephen 
N. Kozyra, Agnes Peltz, Michael Wolanin, Dorothy 
Bisko, Emil Litke, Lorraine Drewlo, Alex Mazur, 
Angela Dzioba (Lysaichuk), Darlene Fuhl, Debra 
Schroenberger, Karen Dudeck (Bretchka), Sherrin 
Visca and Grace Kost. 

Since Autopac was established in Manitoba in 
1971, it has been possible for automobile insurance 
agents to handle a larger volume of business 
without increasing staff, as all Renewals are 
automatically sent out directly by the Motor Vehicle 
Branch and validation is effected by the simple issue 
of a sticker. 

Wm.Kozyra Ltd. has recently purchased the 
Beausejour Insurance and Realty insurance port
folio from William Middleton and Wm.Kozyra is 
starting his second quarter century in the business 
much in the same fashion as he did twenty-six years 
ago, that is, by continuing to expand the insurance 
agency service in the community in and around 
Beausejour and Brokenhead. 

Presently, Wm.Kozyra Ltd. employs Angela 
Dzioba and Alex Mazur. Wm.Kozyra is President 
and General Manager of the firm. Safeguard 
Insurance Agency and Homeguard Realty are the 
insurance and real estate branches of the same firm. 



Clariss Tea Room now Dynasty of Hair. 

Marion's Restaurant (now The Gateway) owned by Marion Lahosky (1956). Left to right: Gerry Plishke, 
Mickey Trapp and Frank Ryplanski. 
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Bank Opens Saturday In Fine 
New Building 

Spacious new premises for the Beausejour 
branch of the Bank of Montreal will be completed 
this weekend and the branch will open for business 
next Monday morning, according to F.G.Hacquoil, 
the manager. An official opening ceremony and 
"open house" has been planned for this Saturday 
afternoon, beginning at 2 p.m. 

Mr.Hacquoil said that the bank's permanent 
office has more than 2,600 square feet of floor space. 
The B. ofM. will now vacate the temporary quarters 
in the Park Avenue Variety Store occupied since the 
bank's opening here in March. 

The new office has a streamlined counter with 
accommodation for three tellers. For the conveni
ence of safety-deposit-box customers, a private 
coupon booth is located close to a large new steel
and - reinforced - concrete vault at the rear of the 
office. Fireproof storage for the bank's books and 
records is also located close to the vault. 

The interior of the new Bank of Montreal has 
been fitted with walnut woodwork, fluorescent 
lighting, an acoustic-tile ceiling and non-skid 
rubber-tile flooring. It is decorated throughout in 
pastel colours. 

"Around-the-clock" Depository 

A special feature included in the new office is 
an "around-the-clock" depository unit, which 
allows both private and business customers to make 
deposits at any time. 

Customers with private accounts are supplied 
with special envelopes by the Bank of Montreal, 
while those with business accounts are given canvas 
wallets. 

The deposits are placed in the envelopes or 
wallets, which can be placed in one of two openings 
in the face of the unit. 

The envelopes and wallets slide down a chute 
into a safe-keeping unit inside the bank, where they 
remain until the Bank of Montreal is next open for 
business. The deposits are then processed in the 
usual way. 

Experienced Manager 

Frank Hacquoil, manager of the Beausejour 
branch, has nine years of banking behind him, 

List of Managers: 

March 1964 to October 1966 F.G.Hacquoil 
October 1966 to March 1969 L.E.McDannold 
March 1969 to December 1971 W.D.Goodmanson 
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including three years on the national inspection 
staff of the Bank of Montreal. 

He has served on the regular staff at Fort 
William, Regina, Dryden, Ont., and Moose Jaw, 
Sask. He has inspected banks all across Canada and 
the bank's most southerly North American branch 
at San Francisco. 

He came to Beausejour last April from his 
previous position as accountant with the bank's 
newest branch in Moose Jaw. In a few months he 
has become known here as a chap with lots of drive 
who gets things done. 

In his spare time he is chairman of the 
Brokenhead-Beausejour Centennial Committee, 
chairman of the group committee which sponsors 
the Beausejour Boy Scouts and Cubs, a member and 
director of the Lions Club, a member of the 
Chamber of Commerce, and a member of the 
Curling Club. 

Mr. Hacquoil's business acumen may be partly 
a hereditary trait. His father is Gordon Hacquoil, 
general manager of the Steamship Division of the 
N.M.Paterson and Sons Grain Co. at the Lakehead. 

Both father and son in the Hacquoil family 
distinguished themselves in the world of sports 
before turning to business. The senior Mr. Hacquoil 
was goaltender for the Fort William hockey team in 
several Allan Cup playoffs while Frank played 
intermediate football as quarterback of the Fort 
William Redskins. His team twice made the 
Canadian championship playoffs. 

He is married to the former Gloria Partridge of 
Saltcoats, Saskatchewan, whom he met when she 
was No.1 teller in the main office of the Bank of 
Montreal in Regina. They have one son, Bradley, 
aged two. 

Friendly Accountant 

John Wylie, the friendly accountant at the new 
Bank of Montreal in Beausejour is a native of 
Nipawin, Sask., and he was raised on a farm in that 
district. He is particularly conversant with the 
problems of mixed farmers. 

He joined the Nipawin branch of the bank five 
years ago. 

Courtesy Beausejour Beaver 
Tuesday, January 19, 1965 

December 1971 to May 1973 
May 1973 to March 1979 
March 1979 to October 1979 
October 1979 

C.B.Caithness 
L.E.Thompson 
P.Gilmore 
W.T.Condon 



January 23, 1965 
The new Bank of Montreal premises were officially opened at 2 p.m. last Saturday when Mayor A. Larson snipped the ribbon. Left to 
right: F.5. Sharpe, superintendent, Winnipeg; Mayor A. Larson; M. Natch, president Winnipeg Construction Ltd.; and S. Metznor, 
Winnipeg Construction Ltd. 
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Park A venue Furniture 

In 1945 William Horodyski opened a retail 
furniture and appliance business on the premises 
which he purchased from Mrs. Ottilie Kaatz. This 
property was previously owned by William Bethel, 
Senior, and is located on the north side of Park 
A venue opposite the Beausejour Lumber Com
pany. 

Failing to get a building permit for a new store 
building because of wartime regulations, Bill was 
forced to convert the two storey residence on the 
property for his purposes. While space was small for 
such a business, it was temporarily adequate, 
considering the limited stock one was able to 
procure. 

The war created a shortage of any and all 
merchandise. Suppliers were either not permitted 
to open new accounts, even on a cash basis, or 
supply the very few selected customers, and 
sometimes to special friends of the sales managers 
or salespeople. Proof of this is that one known case 
of a sales manager being fired for channeling his 
electrical appliances to one customer, and alloting 

the bare minimum to other accounts. 
In 1947 the store building was extended 

another 20 feet to the front with a new roof over the 
whole building. Even at that time, building material 
was hard to get. To get roofing nails, as none were 
available in Beausejour, Bill went to Winnipeg, 
stopping at every hardware store, finally buying 
some at Parson's Hardware in East Kildonan at 90 
cents per pound. 

Several years after opening the business under 
the name of "Horodyski Furniture", the name was 
changed to "Park Avenue Furniture", named after 
the street on which the business was located. 

Bill was the sole owner. Along with furniture 
business, he carried on as agent for the Motor 
Vehicle Branch for the Beausejour and surrounding 
area. He held the agency for six years. 

In 1971, after 26 years in business, the 
property was sold to the Federal Government for a 
post office site. Bill is retired, but not entirely. He is 
busy in the community, presently very involved in 
helping produce this book. 

Trapp's General Store 

Paul Trapp built the store in 1948 on land 
purchased from Frank Wilgosh. The store opened in 
November of 1948 and sold dry goods, shoes, 
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hardware and groceries. In 1968 Mr. Trapp sold the 
building to Mr. and Mrs. Dan Halowaty who still 
own it. 



Rumak's Store (TomBoy) 

In 1920 the Rumak brothers came to 
Beausejour from the farm. They bought the store 
from Pereles and Genaske in 1920. They sold 

groceries, but also sold other goods such as shoes. 
In April of 1976 the store was sold to Phil 

Shuster. 

Lucko Sales and Service 

Steve Lucko, with sons Donny and Mike, 
began doing business in the Beausejour area in 1952 
when they acquired the Cockshutt Farm Equip
ment dealership. The business was established on 
Park Avenue at the east end of town. 

The business later became Lucko Sales and 
Service. The Luckos obtained a Volkswagon 
dealership, sold recrea tional products and had a Ski
Doo dealership. Steve Lucko served as president of 
the firm. In 1961 an addition was made to the 

First truck in Lucko's Transfer. 
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building, expanding the original site to twice it's size. 
In 1965, Mike Lucko obtained the Chrysler 

Dodge dealership. He established it in a modern 
building beside the old Lucko Sales and Service. 
Unfortunately in 1978 Lucko Sales and Service 
burned. The business was then amalgamated with 
the Beausejour Chrysler Dodge dealership. 

In 1977 Mike's son, Wayne, joined the business 
and is the next generation of the Lucko family to 
carryon the successful business establishment. 

Cock shutt Dealership. 



A lex's Meat Centre - A lex and Betty Girvitz 

Alex and Betty spent their entire life in the 
livestock business. They operated a small store in 
Ladywood from 1932 to 1935. It was destroyed by 
fire along with 300 cords of wood. They farmed 
from 1941 to 1967 on a dairy farm, milking 42 cows 
and raising a thousand chickens each year. Alex 
purchased the Beausejour Locker Plant from Sid 

Meltzer in 1973, and operated under the name of 
Alex's Meat Centre until 1978,atwhichtime he sold 
out to Ed Carlson. In addition, Alex had a business at 
the Union Stock Yards in Winnipeg, shipping cattle 
and pigs to the United States. Alex and Betty are 
now retired at their home in Beausejour. 

Arnie Meltzer (center) in front of Meltzer's Locker Plant. 
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Hoban's Restaurant 

Hobans started this restaurant business on 
Park A venue in the old Commadore Cafe which was 
owned by A. Nemorovsky. They ran this business 
from 1938 to 1940. They purchased a 50 foot lot 
from Mrs.Reiddle of Reiddles Brewery in 1939, 
where the King Edward Hotel had been situated, 
and in the spring of 1941 they built a stand which 
was operating until 1945. A restaurant was built 
adjacent to the stand in 1945 and then in 1958 a 
dining room was added onto the restaurant. The 
stand was eventually moved and is now located at 
Garson Esso Service. Owners since Mrs.Hoban sold 
in 1967 were: Mr. Rudy, 1967 to 1970; Mickey 
Obrodovich, 1970 to 1975; Louis and Rose 
Papagiannis, 1975 to 1979; and Peter Lee (Lee's 
Village Restaurant), 1979 to present. 

By: Mrs.Celia Kirkhope (nee Hoban). 
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Hoban's Grill 

Beausejour, Manitoba, 1954 

MENU 

DINNERS 

(Soup, Tomato or Fruit Juice) 
Club Steak 
T -Bone Steak 
Sirloin Steak 
Veal Steak 
Pork Chops 
Sausages 
Liver and Onions 
Liver and Bacon 
Hamburger 

(Beverage and Dessert Included) 
Dessert: JelIo, Ice Cream, Fruit, Pudding 

Pie 10¢ extra 

LIGHT LUNCHES 

$1.00 
1.50 
1.00 

.75 

.75 

.65 

.75 

.80 

.65 

Bacon and Eggs .60 
Ham and Eggs .60 
Fried Eggs and Sausages .60 
Egg Omelette .50 
Poached Eggs .45 
Fried Eggs .45 
Weiners and Beans .60 

(Toast and Coffee Included) 

Hot Beef Sandwich .50 
HotDog .18 
N~ .W 

BEVERAGES 

Tea 
Milk 
Coffee 
Hot Chocolate 

.10 

.10 

.16 

.10 



Sam Greenberg Developed Town's 
Inaugural Industry 

Nickel cigars were still obtainable 
and Henry Ford had just started to power 
his "autos" with V-8 engines. It was a 
grim time of Depression - the deepest 
Canada has ever known. 

The year was 1932, when the 
Greenbergs of Beausejour decided to 
launch the Beausejour Creamery. It was 
early in the infamous span of years which 
went to make up the Great Depression, 
or "Dirty Thirties", as they became to 
millions of North Americans. 

Sam Greenberg, today's head of 
Beausejour Creamery, can remember 
those early days, when: "There was lots 
of cream - We did 425,000 pounds of 
butter each year." Today, there is less 
than half as much. 

The Beausejour Creamery in 1932 , 
was the town's first industry. It employed 
three "inside employees", plus three 
drivers. 

Butter production today, says Sam 
Greenberg, lags far behind actual 
demand created by consumption. The 
creamery business, he adds, is experien
cing changes familiar to many industries. 
Most smaller producers "go under" 
because operation has become unpro
fitable, or are absorbed by large com
bines. 

Good cream is a pre-requisite to 
good butter. Greenberg pin-points a chief 
reason for the reduced production. 
Youth is today, more and more, leaving 
the farm for a variety of reasons. Elders 
try to carryon, but eventually production 
falls off. 

Another contributing factor in the 
shrinkage of butter production has been 
an over-production of cheese by many 
creameries. Many have gone out of 
business. 

Greenberg's operation, and pre
sumably other creameries, fill the activity 
gap by contracting to cup up and wrap 
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large quantities of butter for large 
packing companies. This butter is then 
shipped directly to retailers. 

Sam Greenberg is proud of the 
butter produced by Beausejour Cream
ery. "Many Winnipeggers come to 
Beausejour to stock up on our butter. 
City and local merchants sell our butter as 
a premium item." 

The residue (liquid) from butter
making has its uses too. It contains large 
quantities of vitamins and minerals, so it 
is useful to district hog-raisers. 

Regarding the future, Greenberg 
sees creamery production as undergoing 
a levelling-off trend during the 1967-68 



period. Considering all the factors, 
including location of the operation, 
competition, supply sources and the rest, 
he thinks that "all factors at the moment 
appear to be fairly stable./I 

Greenberg labels his maximum 
production years as those involved in 
World War Two. Production was en
couraged by the government, even to the 
point of exempting some farm folk from 
military service so they could function as 
food producers. 

Greenberg will always have keen 
memories of those "Dirty Thirties", grim 
times when farmers got 14 cents per 
pound for butterfat and nine cents a 
pound for sour cream. And creameries 
sold bulk butter at 18 cents a pound. 

His mind has an especial niche for a 
somewhat incredible memory of 1932. 
When farmers bought loads of piglets to 
market in Beausejour and sold as many as 
possible at 25 cents per animal. An adult 
pig brought two cents per pound on the 
hoof. 

At the end of the day's pig 
marketing, many farmers would throw 
unsold piglets into the Brokenhead River 
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enroute home. These little pigs went to 
market, but apparen tly many never made 
their way home. 

Of Beausejour, Greenberg observes, 
"A fine town, one which has been good to 
my family. Probably we could use more 
industry, more development in certain 
fields. But it will come in time." 

If all the political minds were kept as 
clean as Sam Greenberg's creamery, it 
would be a much nicer world in which to 
live. 



Kubish Family Saw Mill- Ladywood 

This sawmill was operated by the Kubish 
family at Ladywood for many years. In the 
foreground can be seen the steam engine that 
provided power by burning slabs. In later years 
diesel power was used. 

Ladywood saw mill operated by Kubish Family 

Cromwell Store 

In the early years almost every school district 
was served by a local store and sometimes the store 
served as a Post Office. But one thing was certain, 
the store always served as a local gathering point or 
hang out. Pictured here is the store owned by Alf 

and Sue Modjewski along Highway #12 at 
Cromwell. A novel way of hinting thatitwas time to 
close up was used by Sue about 11 o'clock. Sue 
would say "Come on Ale let's go to bed because the 
kids want to go home". 

Old Cromwell Store, owned by Alf and Sue Modjewski, was 
located along Highway #12. 
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Dugard's Tourist Park Ltd. 

Harold Dugard built Dugard's Tourist Parkin 
the 1930'5. The Park was situated on 42 acres of 
forested land along the banks of the Brokenhead 
River, and fronted on the then Trans Canada 
Highway, 1~ miles east of Beausejour. The park 
was comprised of 10 tourist cabins, three ball 
diamonds, a sandy beach, large horseshoe pitch 
area and tenting area. On weekends, the park 
hosted many company picnics, for example, The 

Harold Dugard at Dugard's Park 

#1 cabinat Dugard's Tourist Park (1933-1969). 
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Winnipeg Electric Co. (now Winnipeg Transit). In 
1969 Harold was 80 years of age and due to sons 
Mark and Daniel not wanting to continue to 
manage the business, he sold to the Canadian 
Association of the Mentally Retarded. The 
C.A.M.R. operated for several years as Sherwood 
Forest Camp, and then sold the park to the 
Manitoba Government. 

Typical Sunday tourists at Dugard's Tourist Park (1954) 



Winter Work In Bush Camps 

Due to the large families of the early settlers, 
and the lack of expansion opportunities in the early 
years, the farmers and their sons would go to the 
bushlands to the east of us to operate pulp and 

sawmill camps in order to supplement their farm 
income and also to provide needed lumber to rebuild 
farm buildings. 

Julius Bush Camp in the early 1930's. Wood sold for 90¢ per cord. Standing on the load is Anton Baker. 

Dor-Ed Drive Inn 

The Dor-Ed was first started by Dorothy Selch 
and her sister Edna Fedorco in 1960. The business 
remained this way until 1965 when Edna sold her 
half to Dorothy. Dorothy and her h us band Art then 
took over operations. They continued in this 
business until 1976. In 1976 Dorothy and Art sold to 
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their daughter and son-in-law, Lorraine and Dave 
Hagborg. Don Sobetski then bought the business in 
1978, at which time he changed the name to 
Chuckwagon Drive-Inn. He sold after only one year 
to Mr. Clare Swain. The business is still operating 
under the name of Chuckwagon Drive-Inn. 



St.Ouens Store 

At some time during the mid 1890's, Mr.John 
Larson built a store at St.Ouens. This place was 
called Sinnott at that time. The actual building was 
done by Gustave Briese and made from locally 
milled timber. The store was named "Sinnott 
Trading Company". Mr.Larson's brother Ossian 
(James) looked after the store for him. 

The trade was in green cordwood which was 
stockpiled in the station grounds for a season untilit 
was first class firewood. It was then shipped out. 
The settlers found this to be the convenient way to 
get groceries - selling the green cordwood to the 
store. In 1897 six thousand cords of wood were 
burned when the "Great Fire" swept through the 
District. 

Eventually Mr.Larson traded the store to 
Mr.John Reid, who was his father-in-law, for Reid's 
farm. After the postmaster Mr.Gibson leftthearea, 
the post office was moved to the store. Mr .John Reid 
died in 1907 and his widow kept the store until 1908, 
at which time she sold it to Mr.Robert Colley. The 
Colleys continued with the business until 1931 
when they sold out to David Newman. The 
Newman's tore down the old store and built a new 
one on the same site. 

Eventually the post office was closed. Because 
people did not have to "go for mail" to the store, 
business dwindled to the point where it was 
uneconomical to keep the store in operation. It was 
closed in 1972. 

St.ouens Store - June 1921 
Arvid Larson, Victor Colley, Robert Colley, John Larson 
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Old St.Ouens store (1933) 
owner - David Newman 

Ladywood General Store (1930) operated by the Karpetzs 

Willie Reid and Ossian J.Larson in front of St.Ouens Store 
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General Stores oj the Ladywood A rea 

1898 Henry Gable started a small store at Lady
wood and in 1926 Henry Gable Jr. 
took over. 18-14-8E 

1902 Grandfather Anthony Tesluk started a 
store on 25-14-7E and sold it to 
Miss Hanna Staska. When she married 
Carl Kososki it was called Kososki's 
General Store. In the year 1927 Charlie 
Staska bought the store and Kososkis 
moved to Beausejour. Mr.Staska later sold 
the store to Ed Molinski, who still 
operates the store. 

1912 Peter Cewe operated a general store for 
approximately four years. 12-14-7E 

1912 A Co-op store operated also on 12-14-7E. 
It was managed by Mr.v.P.Karpetz and 
owned by shareholders. The store was 
in operation for only a few years, until 
Mr.Karpetz bought out the shareholders. 
He then purchased a larger building which 
was to be a hotel. Due to the small 
population in the area, he could not get a 
license. He then sold to Joe Kunderman who 
operated a store and post office for 
approximately 22 years. 
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1915 George Kunderman operated a General 
Store for four years. He also had a saw
mill on the same site. 7-14-8E 

1919 Mr.Lamowatski operated a store on the lot 
next door to George Kunderman for 
three years. 

1920 Sam and Lou Baker had a store and 
tanning plant on 12-14-7E. 

1922 Steve Prokopec operated on 7-14-8E for 
about five years. He then sold to John 
Weselak who had a butcher shop as well. 
Mr. Weselak was there for only two years or 
so. He then sold to Alex Girvitz in 1929. 

1937 J.J .struss started a general store, which is 
still operating. This was in the Green Oak 
area, only three miles east of Ladywood. 
He had a post office until the government 
closed down the rural offices in 1949. 
9-14-8E 

1940 Mike Chambers had a store at the corner 
near Struss'. 

By: J.J.Struss. 
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Photo Look At Brokenhead In The 1960's 

Hazelglen General Store owner - Steve Lucko 

Mr.and Mrs.Gabel inside Gabel's General Store, Ladywood, 
Manitoba. 

Schreyer Construction 

Hlady's Store, Dencross, Manitoba 

Atelier-Ladywood, Ladywood, Manitoba 
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The Sp/ett Family Business in Beausejour 

The second and last harness shop in 
Beausejour was founded by Edward Splett between 
1917 and 1919 in the same building as the first H.H. 
Mitchell drug store on 3rd St. S. near Park Avenue. 
In 1921 he purchased the west half of lot 13 from 
Thomas John Deacon (the Coun ty Court Bailiff and 
loan town policeman) and built a shop (which is the 
present Standard Radio Shop), moved on a house 
and later added a tannery in the existing garage at 
the rear (using pulleys and shafts salvaged from the 
flour mill and creamery fire). Later a 'summer' 
tannery was built at the end of 4th St. N. with access 
from the Ehenger property (this building is the 
present Frank Wilgosh garage on the E. end of Park 
Ave.) 

At its peak the business employed some five 
people (two of which were Richard Stebbe and 
Henry Ott) and actually shipped finished product 
back to market in Winnipeg (to the Great West 

Saddlery where Ed first learned the harness trade 
along with Modest (Minto) Andereychuk (Ander
son) of Ladywood, and where he again worked 
during the depression). 

After Ed's death in 1940 his eldest son William 
"(Bill) carried on the business until enlisting in the 
RCAF and about a year later by John Recksiedler of 
Lydiatt (who married Ed's widow Alvina nee 
Sonnenberg) to the time when gas rationing ended 
after WW 2 and horses went out of style. Ed also 
owned and operated a mobile woodcutting business 
with which his second son Harold worked 
voluntarily at the age of 11. 

Submitted by: Harold Herbert Splett son of 
Edward Splett, son of 
August Splett, son of 
Gotfried Splett 
December 11,1981 

Photo of Ed ward Splett in his fur ca p, si tting on a sewing horse, 
in front of his shop on Park Avenue. 
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Railway loading dock, Cloverleaf, Manitoba 

Hand operated gasoline pump. Shul's General Store, 
Cloverleaf, Mani toba 

Shul's General Store, Cloverleaf, Manitoba 

Cloverleaf grain elevator being built 

Peter Kozyra in front of Shul's Store in Cloverleaf - 1946. 
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Photo Look At Beausejour In The 1960's 

Jack's Barber Shop John Antosh - Barber 
Two barbers - Jack Parks and Bill Fuerst 

! 
1".p'", 

H.B.Drysdale Frank Wojicik & Sons Plumbing & Heating 

Funk's Mobile Feed Service 
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Beausejour's three grain elevators remind us that our first and largest industry is farming. 

Brian Memorial Hospital 

Canadian Breeders 
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Colmer's Park 

Daytonia Beach 

R.5tebbe 

Stebbe's Machine Works 
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Ladi,,"' 

Rest 

Room 

Stefaniuk's Garage 
Left to right: Eldon Litke, Joe Wilchynski, George Cariou, 
Steve Rogocki, Arthur Linke, Jake Kester, Ken Bauer, Adolph 
Winzinowich and Henry Stefaniuk. 

PLYMOUTH DODGE 

Acetylene Wolding and R.boring 
General Machine Sh,p Work 

For Towing and Road Service 
Phone 52 

Ample 
Parking 
Space for 
Cars 
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1- The Trans-Canada HiR'h:~'~-;-n-\\~~~-C~~~ ~~::'~~:~~--~-ro-m-the Pacific Cout 
to the Lake of the Woodg. "iailors hom the East or Welt 

must pass through Eastern Manitoba 

I, I~ PASSIXG 

HU~TLEyfS GARAGE-I3"aus"joul" 
IS AT YOUR RERVleF. 

St-n·icing All ;\Iakes or Cars 
Effic:it'nt Hoad Sf'n'ice 

Gas _ Oil - LubrkllRts - Tires - TubE'S 
Endor!/.t'd hy )Ianitoba ~Iotor League 

Phone 2;) 
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Cam's A utomotive And Farm Parts Ltd. 

Mr.and Mrs.Bob Cameron started their 
business on September 1, 1977 out of the H.E.W. 
Building on the corner of Ash ton A venue and First 
Street. On October 1, 1978 they moved to the new 

building on Park Avenue. The business caters to 
farming, trucking, construction and do-it-your
seifers, and has over 7,800 different part numbers in 
stock. 

Depot Lunch 

The original business was called the "Bus 
Depot Lunch Bar" and was built by T eenie and Steve 
Beley in 1951, on property they purchased from 
Steve Rumak. They opened as a lunch bar and bus 
depot for Red River Bus Line (later bought out by 
Grey Goose) and Moore's Bus Lines (later bought 
out by Greyhound). The Beleys owned the "Bus 
Depot" until 1956 when it was bought by Anne and 
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George Zabrocki. Zabrockis operated the bus depot 
until 1962 when they sold to a man who went 
bankrupt in 1965. After two years of standing 
empty, the building and business, minus buses, 
was taken over by Mel and Ray Zabrocki who have 
operated it since 1967. 

By: Mrs. Ray Zabrocki. , 



Pine Motors 

Paul Rapinchuk took over the garage from 
Steve Beley in 1959, which Mr.Beley had rebuilt in 
1956. Paul Mazur became a partner in 1962 when he 
bought our Conrad Krieger's share. This Ford
Mercury and Lincoln dealership had three original 

employees: Abe Friesen, Larry Baker and Paul 
Letwin. The business is now four times what it was 
in 1959. The present employees are: Paul Mazur, 
Bob Mazur, Bob Shaw, Jack Komadowski and John 
Mulla. 

Beausejour Bowling Lanes 

Mike Morris built the building in 1949. Ann 
Tocher owned it from 1950 until 1955. Mr.and 
Mrs.Vandersteen owned it for the next four years. 
Harry and Sylvia Dennison operated it for 18 
months, before the present owners, the Franks, 
bought it. 

Carl Frank and his wife purchased the lanes on 
October 2, 1961. In 1962 they built on the 
restaurant. Until 1976 they had soft ice cream and 
they sold both hard and soft. They hired two girls to 
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work in the restaurant and one boy to setthe pins, as 
the pins were not set automatically yet. 

The bowling league began in 1961 with mens, 
womens and mixed leagues going on for eight 
months of the year while the public could bowl the 
other four months. Senior Citizens have been 
bowling every Tuesday for seven years, high school 
gym classes for 10 years and elementary classes for 
three years. 



Sobetski's Tire 

Sobetski's Tire was bought by Don's father in 
1959 from G. Marteniuk. Mr. Marteniuk had a 
blacksmith shop in the building previously. 

On December 1, 1980 Don (son of original 
Sobetski's Tire owner) took over the business. 

During this time the building was also occupied for 
two years by Ernie Mazur's Auto Body. 

Sobetski's is an independent dealership, selling 
and servicing tires. They not only carry car and 
truck tires, but also farm equipment tires. 

Lewis Jewellers 

This business began onJuly 1,1948 and for six 
months was situated in the Rudy Wells Studio 
which is now Shamrock Florists. Mr.Lewis rented 
the building that formerly housed Fred Zielke's 
Barber Shop and, after three years, purchased the 
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building. Seven years later the present building was 
built. Lewis Jewellers provides jewellry, watches 
and giftware sales and repair, as well as trophy and 
engraving services. 



Standard Radio 

The Standard Radio building first belonged to 
Bill Splett's father and was a harness shop. In 1945 
Bill took over and changed the business to an 
electrical repair shop, selling and servicing radios 

and appliances. In 1954, T.V. came to Beausejour 
and took over a good share of his business. Today, 
colour T. V. repair is his main line of work. 

K.P.Auto Service (Gulf) 

On July 15,1981, K.P.Auto Services started at 
822 Park Avenue in Beausejour. The owner, Ken 
Pochinko, sells automobile parts and fuel, service 

calls and towing. It also does automobile repairs. Pat 
Gmiterek has helped Ken during this time. 

Formerly Frank's Service Station - now K.P.Auto Services 
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Old Home Bakery 

The business was started on December 23, 
1959 by Ernie and Noreen Kolesar. Their aim was to 
provide good baking with a home made flavour in a 
friendly atmosphere. Ernie and Noreen had three 
sons who assisted in the bakery - Bob now living in 

East Selkirk; Ron in Vancouver; and Randy who 
works in Pinawa. The Kolesars operated the bakery 
until October 31, 1976 at which timetheysoldoutto 
Mr.Tom Tait. Tom operated the business until 
November, 1979, when he sold to David B.Merry. 

Beausejour Bakery 

The Beausejour Bakery was started by 
Mr.John Ozykowski. The contract work was done 
by W.P.Englott, and the stoves were built by Peter 
Szajewski. This bakery was known as the 
flO.K.Bakery". 

After Mr. Ozykowski, there were many 
owners. They are as follows: Louis Young, Roy 
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Langner, Dave Welsh and the present owner, Rene 
Crognali. 

Rene Crognali purchased the business from 
Mr.Welsh in the fall of 1969. He made many 
changes, the major being the installation ofrunning 
water. He also introduced many new varieties of 
bread, pastry and cakes. 

;. 
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Naayken's Transfer 

John's father bought the transfer business 
from a Mr. Holmes. Holmes, at the time, had a 
grocery store and a milk pick-up business. Holmes 
had bought out Bethel and Black. Bethel and Black 
were previously owned by Cretsinger Transfer. 

When Mr. Naaykens bought the business they 
had four trucks. These were mainly used to haul 
milk and cream. Mr. N aaykens and his four sons ran 
the operation and the grocery store for about eight 
years. In 1950 two of the sons left to join the police 
force. It was at this time that they started to hire 
outside help. 

In 1957 they bought out Cretsinger's 
Transfer. This added four more vehicles to their 
fleet. They had an agreement with Meltzers 
Transfer. Naaykens would pick up all the cream 
along the side of the roads and Meltzers would pick 
up everything in the yards. 

Naaykens has progressed over the years and 
they now have a fleet of 17 trucks which include: 
four bulk milk tankers, 19 tractors, seven straight 
trucks and 12 trailers. They employ 20 people. Their 
territory now includes Pinawa to Winnipeg. They 
also do specials to the U.S. and Ontario. 

Employees in front of Beausejour Sheet Metal, 1960's. 
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Neyedly's Clothing Store 

John and son Archie started the business in 
1949 and operated together until John passed away 
in 1951. Archie and Violet then operated the 
business until Archie's death in 1978. Violet and son 

Neyedly's Clothing Store prior to 1962 

Ralph have continued as a team. The original 
building being built in 1962. The present sales are 
men's and ladies' wear. 

Chuck's Barber Shop 

In 1954, Joseph Wolanin, known as Chuck, 
built a small barber shop at 648 Park Avenue. Chuck 
has built this small business into a big success. 
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Merke Brothers 

The owners of the business are Victor and 
Gerald Merke. The business was started in 1977. 
The names of the present and past employees are 
Robert Kuhn, Darlene Lange, Norman Burkowski, 
Pat Mariash, Claude LeBlone, Mervin Stobert, Dan 
Merke, David Knopf, George Scharer, Andy 
Nevistiuk, Judy Rehrig, Shelley Lipps and Marilyn 

Merke. The products sold there are fertilizers, 
and agricultural chemicals including soil sampling 
and testing, and fertilizer blending and spreading. 
The names of the family members assisting in the 
operation of the business are Victor Merke, Gerald 
Merke, Marilyn Merke and Ryan Merke. 

Kalos Enterprises Ltd 

Kalos Enterprises Ltd. is owned by Frederick, 
Nadine, Leita and Jade Kalinowsky.ltwas started in 
1972. The services rendered here are the sale of 
floor coverings, interior decorating supplies and 
limited building materials. Kalos Karpets was 
started as a basement business. The first floor 
covering was sold to Father Iwanchuk. Their first 
completed house was the one of Mr.and 
Mrs.Robert. It grew to become a garage business. 
Then, it became a two garage business, Kalinow-

sky's and Kraynyk's. The business then moved into 
608 Park Avenue, the Bank of Montreal building. It 
then moved to their first rented warehouse on 
Gertrude. Later it grew to a large warehouse on the 
Locker plant grounds. It then moved into the new 
Allied Store with a separate warehouse on 415 
Ashton. They remodelled a portion of the 
warehouse and opened its doors on July 16, 1981. It 
was incorporated in 1978 as part of Kalos 
Enterprises Ltd. 

Gerald W. Graves Insurance 

In April of 1965 Gerald W. Graves contracted 
with Co-op Insurance to be an insurance agent for 
Co-op Life Insurance and Co-op Fire and Casualty 
Insurance. He worked from his home at 354 Park 
Avenue in Beausejour until 1970 when he set up an 
office at 415 Park Avenue in the store front of Park 
Auto Supply, where his office is located today. 

In 1971 when the Manitoba Public Insurance 

took over the auto insurance in Manitoba, he 
expanded to handle several other insurance 
companies. As well, he had been a Real Estate 
Broker to facilitate the handling of property 
transactions for his clients. 

The insurance agency of Gerald W. Graves 
was incorporated under the name of Ger-Win 
Enterprises Ltd. in 1978. 

Hlady's Wrecking 

This operation has been in business for 20 
years. Peter Hlady is the owner and operator and is 
retiring next year. His wife and son helped many 
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years ago. Peter gets cars from autopac and sells the 
parts. 



Barry's Welding 

Barry's Welding was started in February of 
1981 by Barry Kines. His wife Arlene and his 

daughters, Josie and Patricia, have assisted in the 
business. The business provides welding services. 

Mickey's Billards 

Mickey's Billards is owned and operated by the 
Obrodovich family. The business began in 1976and 

supplies recreation. There are snooker tables, 
pinball machines and electronic games. 

Hew Development Ltd. & Hewen Construction Ltd. 

The owners of this business are E.G.Kaatz, 
W.H.Kaatz and H.R.Kaatz. This business was 
started in 1974. Before the Hew Development Ltd. 
and Hewen Construction Ltd. opened, Polaris 
Industries Ltd. and Eastern Sales were operating 

there. Eastern Sales was owned and operated by 
Clarence Bethel. Hew Development develops land 
and buildings, and provides consulting and 
construction services. 

R. Small Seed Services Ltd. 

The business is owned and operated by Robert 
Small. The Secretary-Treasurer is Candy Small. 
The business started in 1979. The present and past 

employees are as follows: Martin Nolt, John Nolt 
and Russel Van Loon. The services rendered are 
seed cleaning and buying and selling of chemicals. 

History of Willow Green Trailer Village - Beausejour 

The first trailer court was started by Alfred 
and Rose Hemminger in 1970 under the name of H 
& H Trailer Court. It was established at 633 First 
Street on land previously owned by Joe Machorek, 
Rose's father. 

The trailer court was developed to contain 14 

490 

units. Mr. and Mrs. Hemminger owned and 
operated the court until May of 1974 when it was 
sold to Lawrence and Melvene Hachkowski. At the 
time of purchase there were five trailers parked on 
the site. In 1976 the court was expanded to the 
present 24 units. 



Brokenhead Kennels 

Brokenhead Kennels is located two miles 
south on Highway 302. This dog boarding 
business is run by the Jackson family. Ron, Val, 
Ryan and Kim all help in the kennels. The first dog 
was accepted in June of 1980 but it wasn't until 
September 17, 1980 that it was officially opened. 
Reeve Clarence Baker and Mayor Eyfi Walterson 

Brokenhead Kennels 

opened it. In the first year, 50 dogs were boarded 
while their families were on vacation. The dogs are 
housed in individual indoor-outdoor runs which are 
heated in winter. The Jackson family have Labrador 
Retrievers of their own which they train for 
competition. 

Video T. V. and Appliances 

Video began in October of 1963 as a repair 
shop. It was opened by Lawrence Trombo, who still 
owns the business today. The business was first 
situated in the shoe repair shop next door to Vicky's 
Snack Bar. In 1965 Mr. Trombo boughtthe building 
he presently is in from Mr. Sandy Hayes. Mr. Bert 

Towle has worked with Mr. Trombo ever since he 
opened in 1963. 

Video has carried such lines as Fleetwood and 
Westinghouse, and for the last five years they have 
sold Hot Point. They have been selling RCA 
televisions for the past seven years as well. 

Sandy Hayes in front of Hayes Hardware. Store is now Video 
T.V. and Appliance. 
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Beausejour Consumer Co-op 

The idea of a Consumer Co-op was first 
conceived in Beausejour in the early 1950's. Fred 
Small, a dedicated Co-op man, went into Winnipeg 
to the Manitoba Wholesaler. Between himself and 
D. McLean, the district Co-op representative, they 
formed the first Co-op. The first membership drive 
brought about 100 members and there was a 50 
dollar membership fee. 

They located their first store on the corner of 
302 and 44. It was in Archie Trapp's old summer 
kitchen. In this small store they handled groceries, 
supplies, oil and gas. 

The first board of directors consisted of: 
President - Archie Trapp; Secretary - Allan McLean; 
Directors - Bill Storsley, Fred Small, Vic Towle and 
Mike Morris. 

The manager of this first store was John 
Weilgosh. After this store got too cramped they 
decided to build a bigger store. After obtaining more 
financing from the Manitoba Wholesaler, they 
constructed a new store behind the old one. Their 

Co-op Store: 1950 - Moving to corner of Hwy. 302 and 44. 
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new store was 16 feet by 24 feet. At this time they 
had about 22 families who regularly shopped at the 
store. 

As their business progressed and grew they 
bought a fuel truck, and later bigger and better 
facilities. In 1952 they had a membership of 169. 

Ten years passed, their popularity grew, and 
their definite need for more space and a new 
location became increasingly apparent. In 1962 they 
opened a brand new shopping complex on Park 
Avenue at the corner of Third Street. 

The Co-op now has a farm supply store behind 
the main shopping centre, and has a membership of 
3,218. It appears as if our local citizens have planned 
well for the future and we should make even more 
spectacular progress in the next 50 years than we 
have in the half century past. 

General Manager - Richard Kawecki 
Grocery Manager - Allan Young 

Farm Supply Manager - Brian Lackman 



Heat & Sweep 

Heat and Sweep was started on August I, 1979 
as a private business by Leonard Winnicki. The 
business provided two services which up to that 
time were not available in the area; chimney 
sweeping and sales of chimney brushes and 
accessories. It was run on a part-time basis for the 
first year while I was employed in a hardware store 
in Beausejour. 

Business caught on rapidly with the bulk of the 
chimney sweeping being done in the local area with 
occasional jobs in Pinawa, Lac du Bonnet, Selkirk 
and even in Winnipeg. For those who wished to 
clean their own chimneys, brushes and equipment 
were sold locally as well as by mail order. We have 
sold chimney brushes in every province in Canada 
with orders even from the Yukon and Northwest 
Territories. We also supply brushes wholesale to 
dealers in Ontario and the western Provinces. 

In the fall of 1980 we extended our product 
lines and services to include woodstoves and Selkirk 

chimneys, as well as wood furnaces. We stock 
several makes of stoves, although we have access to 
close to 100 makes and models of stoves, both 
domestic and imported. We can supply a customer 
with some of the "finest stoves from around the 
world". 

In December of 1980 Heat & Sweep became a 
full time business having reached the stage where it 
could no longer be run on a part time basis. 

We pride ourselves in our professsional 
installations and the safety of an installation is the 
foremost factor. 

Because wood heating installations require 
greater clearance than other forms of heating, 
coupled with the fact that about 90% of all 
woodstove installations that I have run across have 
been potentially dangerous, we now do stove and 
chimney inspections. We are prepared to offer the 
person burning wood, good sound advice on the 
proper installation of wood burning equipment. 

The Store 

The Store was opened in November of 1980. 
Jeff and Maggie Reimann, owners and operators, 

offer a variety of health foods. The business was 
slow at first, but is now making good progress. 

Babee Janes Fashions 

The manager of the business is Jane Doerksen. 
The owner of the building is Robert Fosty. The 
business was started in May of 1977. Names of the 
present and past employees are Heidi Boyko, Jane 
Doerksen, Annette Hiebert, Eleanor Rach, Susan 

Stepaniuk and Leona Weidman. Materials sold are 
fabrics and accessories. The previous owner of the 
business was Frank Broesky. The presen t owners of 
the business are Ken and Jane Doerksen. 

A ronovich and Leipsic Limited 

Aronovitch and Leipsic started in Beausejour 
in the year 1974. Sid Meltzer is the part owner who 
also works there. Aronovitch and Leipsic is also 
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known in other places in Manitoba. The business in 
Beausejour specializes in Real Estate. 



Wenzoski's Construction 

Wenzoski's Construction started in the year 
1969. The owners of the business are John and 
Myrtle Wenzoski. They have had many employees 

and still do. The business specializes in road 
construction. This business is operated by Robert, 
John and Myrtle Wenzoski. 

Custom Cover and Restoration Enterprises 

This business was started four years ago in 
1977 by Gordon Ott. Gordon ran the business with 
help from Nancy Ott. The business provides 

upholstery services. Gordy is well known in the area 
for his restoration of interiors of cars. 

Mitchell's Electric 

In September of 1941 H.H.Mitchell started an 
electrical contracting business. He later switched to 
electrical supply and repair, radio, T.V. and 
appliances. During World War II he also sold 
furniture. Over the years many people have worked 
for Mr. Mitchell. Among them were: Bert Hoban, 
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Peter Farr, Johnny Dudych, Wally Oneschuk and 
Helen Mitchell. Mr. Mitchell's family has also 
assisted in the operation of the business. Helen 
Mitchell, Dorothy Mitchell and Mr. Mitchell's 
mother, Mrs. F.M.Mitchell, have all assisted in the 
operation of the business. 

J. 



Bergies is a small thriving store. The business 
was taken over last June 1980 by Doug Bergman. 
Doug Bergman bought the store from Steve 
Kianski. Some of the present and past employees 

Bergies 

are Jeanette Laderoute, Shelia Callenberger, Carl 
Otto and Alma Bergman. Family members have 
assisted in the operation of the business. Bergies 
sells a variety of groceries. 

Community shopping centre owned by Steve Kianski is now 
owned by Bergies. 

Thrifty Cartage 

In January of 1968 the Town of Beausejour 
contracted its first garbage pick-up service to Bob 
Drewlo and Fred Muth. In August of 1969 this 
partnership was dissolved and Bob Drewlo became 
sole owner and operator of Thrifty Cartage. Since 
1969 Thrifty Cartage has employed: Ed Smoluk, Ed 
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Oneschuk, David Hay, Patty Mazur, Willy 
Katazinski, Pete Engbrecht, Mike Mason, Carl 
Schiefelbein, Allan Schiefelbein, George Baker and 
Roy Langner, who is presently employed in his 
ninth year with Thrifty Cartage. 



Cedar House Florists 

Cedar House Florists was started in 1977. The 
business was once owned by Edna Ho ban and is now 
owned by Richard Schreyer. Richard specializes in 

Formerly Rudy's Studio, then Shamrock Florists, now Cedar 
House Florists 

flowers. Richard's employees are Audrey Honstein, 
Lealyn Honstein and Janice Bisko. 

Edna Hoban, Richard Schreyer, Joanne Schreyer 

Pitch's Department Store 

Samuel Pitch and son Bill began the operation 
in 1928, upon arrival from Libau. The store was 14 of 
the size at the time. In 1936 the addition was made 
by Pitches. The store was known as a one stop 
shopping centre, selling groceries, hardware and 
dry goods. 
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In 1963 Mr.I.Shachter bought the store. The 
only major change was the discontinuation of the 
grocery department. This store is one of the oldest 
retail department stores under the same name still 
in operation in Eastern Manitoba. 



Bumper to Bumper 

The Bumper to Bumper franchise began on 
November 28, 1979, managed by Mr. and Mrs. 
Larry Chura. 

The building was built by Mr. Jack Sinnott, and 
has been many different businesses and industries 
in the past years. The building was first operated as a 
Chrysler dealership owned by Mr. Herman Bush 
(BEK Motors), McLeods, and it was then bought by 

the Shumila brothers, who ran the International 
dealership, later taken over by Mr. Hiebert. 

It was then bought by Don Sobetski who ran 
Sobetski's Tire. He later took Larry Chura in as a 
partner, until Sobetski's Tire moved to their present 
location and Bumper to Bumper is now run by Mr. 
and Mrs. Larry Chura. 

Old MacLeods Store presently Bumper to Bumper 

Robinsons 

Art Olfrey, who was the owner and manager 
of the store at the time, began the business in 1954-
55. The store was situated on the site which is now 
Parkview Furniture. It was at this location for only 
one year before moving to the present site. 

Mr. Herman Patzer took over operations in 
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1964. The store has been known as Robisto for the 
past two years. Robinsons/Robisto is a variety 
department store, selling such items as: toys, 
clothing, notions and school supplies, plus much 
more. 



Robert J. Stoddart Ltd. - John Deere Dealer 

Robert J. Stoddart Ltd., aJohn Deere Dealer, is 
now owned by Mr. RobertJ. Stoddart. The business 
started in October of 1977. The present employees 
names are: Gerald Humeston (bookkeepert Penny 
Stoddart (parts control), Paul Murray (parts 
manager), Brian Steiner (shop foremant David 
Surowich (mechanic) and James Baker (mechanic). 

Family members who have assisted in the operation 
of the business are Penny Stoddart (wife) and sons, 
Brody and James. The business sells articles such as 
farm equipment, lawn and garden tractors, 
snowmobiles and many small accessory items. The 
names of the previous owners are Roy Fiebelkorn 
and Dave Germaine. 

This building is now Robert J .Stoddart Ltd. John Deere Dealer 

Farmers Store & Lucky Dollar 

Phil Shuster's father began the business in 
1939 when he purchased the store from Anton 
Toni. The building was built by Mr. Genaske in 
1919. This original site was a Liquor Commission as 
well as Toni's and Genaske's. 

In 1947 Phil went into partnership with his 

498 

father until his father's death in 1960, at which time 
he took over the store. In 1976 he closed the original 
store and moved to the present site. The present site 
is the old Rumak's Tom Boy Store on Park Avenue 
John Deere now displays farm implements where 
the original Farmers Store was. 

, .. 



Drewlo Drilling 

Bob Drewlo, owner and operator of Drewlo 
Drilling, purchased his first Highway Drilling Rig in 
January of 1976 and it is still in good use. In May of 

1981, Bob purchased "Williams Drill Rig" for 
servicing Beausejour and surrounding areas. 

Al6edHardware and Clothing 

Allied Hardware and Clothing is now owned 
by Mr. Don Weaver. This business was started in 
approximately 1975. The names of the present 
employees are: Verna Evecsyn, Barbara Zielke, 
Bernie Lentz, Kathy MacLachlan, Georgia McLeod, 

Richard Reis, Florence Spice, Danny Wazny and 
Brent Weaver. Allied Hardware features a variety 
of goods from toys to clothing, from gardening 
supplies to plumbing needs. The previous owners 
were Al and Joyce Adams. 

Beausejour Auto Body 

The business started on June 3,1961. Ed Klann 
and Merv Tocher formed a partnership. They 
bought three lots from Bill Greschuk and built the 
building themselves. In 1975 they added onto the 
building. 

Their beginning was very slow as they had to 
take a $600. loan to pay Beaver for the supplies for 
the shop. Their first job was adjusting a door latch 
on a 1957 Ford for 50 cents. They had competition 
with Gretsinger's in town. In 1959 Ed Klann 
operated his own business for a year and a half in a 
rented area from W. Oneschuk in the Sheet Metal 
Building behind the Leslie Apartments. 

The equipment belongs to Mr. Klann and the 
lot is Tocher's. They do Autopac, painting and 

499 

windshields, etc. In June of 1980 the business 
became a limited corporation - Beausejour Auto 
Body Ltd. 
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Pfiejer Brothers Custom Cabinets 

Fred Pfiefer started to work at Beausejour 
Cabinets for Paul Oneschuk in September of 1948. 
In 1958 he worked for Alf Dreger at Beausejour 
Builders. In February of 1963 he went to work in 
Pinawa, finishing homes and installing cabinets. 

Joe Pfiefer, Fred's brother, worked at 

Beausejour Cleaners from 1946 to 1960. From 1960 
to 1963 he worked for Beausejour Builders. In 1963 
he went to work at Pinawa. 

In 1964 Fred started to work on his own. In 
1965 Joe joined him in the running of Pfiefer 
Brothers at the site of 354Yz Park Avenue West. 

Paul Mazur and Sons - Blacksmith and Towing 

Paul Mazur started the Blacksmith business in 
1948. He purchased the building and property from 
Anton Wilgosh. The business has been a family 

operation since it opened, with all of Paul and Rose's 
boys assisting in the operation. 

Beausejour Lumber and Supply 

This business was started by Peter Kozak. The 
present owners are Leona and Gordon Kaatz, Stan 
Witoski and Jerry Antymis. Employees of this 

business are Pat Nevistiuk, Brian Mazur, Gordon 
Molinski and Brad Orr. They sell lumber and other 
building supplies. 

Previously owned by Peter Kozak now Beausejour Lumber & 
Supply 
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Johnny's Electric 

In February of 1947 John received his 
electrician's license from the Manitoba Power 
Commission and went into business on his own as 
an Electrical Wiring Contractor. 

In 1955 John and his wife opened the appliance 

and electrical store at 418 Park Avenue in 
Beausejour. John continued his wiring career and 
with his wife's help also managed the sales and 
service, selling white goods, radios and televisions. 
Johnny's Electric is still in operation today. 

Dunwoody 

Gordon A. Brown opened the office in 1964. In 
October of 1970 Mr.Brown merged his practice 
with Dunwoody and Company. 

The office was first situated in Dr. Kiazyk's old 
office, before being moved to the present site on 
January 1, 1976. 

Wally's Electric Ltd. 

In 1962 Waldimar (Wally) Robert Oneschuk 
started his own electrical contracting business 
known as Wally's Electric. 

In 1965 he set up permanent establishment at 
725 Ashton Avenue East, Beausejour, and serviced 
Beausejour and surrounding area. 

In 1972 he incorporated the business and 
became president and manager of Wally's Electric 
Ltd. 

As the years went by, he branched out from 
electrical installation and repairs to electric heating, 
air conditioning and major appliance repair. 

At present the business has three employees: 
Wally as manager; his wife Phyllis in the office; and 
Richard Baker as an electrical assistant. 
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Originally Brown's Butcher Shop, then Urbanski's Meat & 
Grocery, now Waterfellow Enterprises. 



Waterjellow Enterprises Ltd. 

Dennis Riedel started Waterfellow Enter
prises about three years ago. The present 
employees are Steve Zachar and Peter Charo, and 
occasionally, Mrs. Joyce Riedel, Dennis's wife, helps 

out. The services rendered are heating and small 
engine repairs. Lawn and garden equipment and 
chainsaws are also sold. 

Parkview Furniture 

The owners of Parkview Furniture are Peter 
Riopka and Larry Riopka. The business is family 
owned and operated. Mary Riopka, Barbara Riopka, 
Ron Riopka and Kim Riopka have all assisted in the 

operation. They have a good selection of furniture 
and appliances. Parkview Furniture is well-known 
for its "Dutch Auctions". 

Old Agro-Bldg. now operated as Parkview Furniture 

PicA Pop 

Pic-a-Pop is owned by Louis Germaine and has 
been for the last five years since it opened. The 
business is operated by Louis and his wife Lorraine 
Germaine. Pic-a-Pop sells soft drinks and snacks as 

well as a variety of candy. This store was previously 
a clothing and giftware shop owned by Mrs. 
Recksiedler. 

Rogers Rug Shop 

Donald Rogers started "Rogers Rug Shop" 
with the help of his wife Lerrol on October I, 1980. 
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It specializes in floor coverings and wallpaper. 
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Anthony's Florist Shoppe 

Anthony's Florist Shoppe, owned by John 
Steffes, was first started about eight years ago. 
Anthony's is a florist shop that takes pride in its 
flowers. They make arrangements, flowers for 

special occasions, corsages and sell many different 
kinds of flowers and plants. Anthony's is operated 
by Anthony Steffes and his mother Clara. 

Originally The Food Bar, now Anthony's Florist Shoppe 

Kamaraus Garage 

This business started in May of 1939 in a 
building situated where Pine Motors is now. Later, 
the business was relocated to where West End 
Service is now. The business moved to the present 
location in 1955. The garage is a service and repair 

operation and in 1959 began Ford farm implement 
sales. The business has been operated as a 
father/son operation. Present employees are: Bill 
Kamaraus, owner, Donald Kamaraus and William 
Kamaraus Jr. 

Texaco Bulk Sales 

The owner of the business is Peter F. Mesa. 
The business began in May of 1981. The names of 
employees are Vern Otto and Peter Mesa. The 
products sold are petroleum supplies, fuels and 
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lubricants. The name of the previous owner is Lloyd 
Singbeil. The names of the family members that 
have assisted in the operation of the business are 
Gunter Mesa and Hilda Mesa. 



Irvin's Contracting Ltd. 

Irvin's Contracting is owned by Irvin Honke.lt 
was started in the year 1967. His present employees 
are Alice Honke and Henry Schmidtke. Besides 
being an employee, Alice is also Irvin's business 

partner. The family members that have helped in 
the business are Glenn and Barbara Honke. Their 
services are building, remodelling and cementing. 

Beausejour Redi-Mix 

Beausejour Redi-Mix was started in April of 
1977 by Michael Hlady. It is now owned by Barry 
Schreyer and Alvin Froehlich. Their employees are 

Alex Bush, Garnet Weedmark and Ivan Patzer. The 
service rendered here is the production of Redi-Mix 
Concrete. This business is located on First Street. 

Carol's Hair Boutique 

Carol's Hair Boutique, now owned by Mrs. 
P.Nicholson and Carol Tkach, was started in 1978. 
Carol's present employees are: Lori Peluk {nee 
Richter}, hairdresser; Connie Krawchuk, hair
dresser; Carol Tkach, hairdresser; Sharon Enns, 

hairdresser; and Susan Wall and Brenda Krebs, 
helpers. The services rendered are hair styling for 
men and women with a complete line of retail hair 
and skin products sold by professionals only. 

Beausejour Motel 

The Beausejour Motel was started in 1965 by 
Helen Bilkoski. Helen ran the business with help 

from Kenneth Bilkoski, Robert Bilkoski and Lynda 
and Terry Chercoe. 

Beausejour Golf Course 

The Beausejour Golf Course is located two 
miles east of town. The owner is Clarence Bush. I tis 
a family business. Besides the golf course, you can 
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also rent golf clubs, and there is a concession stand. 
Located along the banks of the Brokenhead River, it 
is truly an asset to the area. 



Jack's Kozy Korner 

The land that Jack's Kozy Korner is now 
situated on was originally owned by Mike Morris. 
Carl Giesbrecht moved an old clinic building to the 
site and started a restaurant. Ted Bachman and 
George Schreyer were both involved with this 
business. 

In 1970 Jack Dueck and his wife, Marion, along 
with their son, Tommy purchased the business. 

They changed the name from Kozy Korner to Jack's 
Kozy Korner. In 1979 they discontinued the Co-Op 
gas pumps and in 1980 they discontinued the indoor 
restaurant. 

It is now a drive-in specializing in Dutch Maid 
Ice Cream and famous homemade hamburgers. 
The Drive-Inn is open from April 1 until October 
31, weather permitting. 

Helga's Fabrics 

Helga Humeston started Helga's Fabrics in 
March of 1980. The store specializes in fabrics and 
many other sewing necessities. 

Helga sold out in 1981, and the site is now 
occupied by Sub's n Samples. 

Niakwa Pizza 

Niakwa Pizza was started on August I, 1981. 
The owner of Niakwa Pizza is Bill Enns. The menu 
consists of many things like pizza, barbeque ribs, 

chicken, and drinks. Family members also helped 
form Niakwa Pizza. Their names are Dorothy and 
Tammy Enns. 

The former Beauty Nook - now Niakwa Pizza. 

50S 



Wm. Kozyra Ltd. 

Wm. Kozyra Ltd. was incorporated in 
November, 1970 when William Kozyra purchased 
the insurance agency business from Reimer 
Agencies (Beausejour) Ltd. 

At that time Peter J. Reimer was sole owner of 
both the Beausejour and Steinbach offices, having 
bought out his elder brother Jacob J. Reimer's 
interest in both offices in 1969. 

The year 1970 was an historic year for all 
automobile insurance agents in Manitoba. The 
newly elected New Democratic govern men t of then 
Premier Edward R. Schreyer was committed to 
institute a provincially run automobile insurance 
program. 

This became a fact on November 1st, 1971 and 
was labelled as 'Autopac' under the General 
Insurance Department of the Manitoba Public 
Insurance Corporation. 

Many automobile insurance companies fled 
from the province. Others stayed and continued to 
write extension insurance for automobile owners 
while others dropped their automobile writing 
altogether and concentrated only on fire and 
general lines. 

William Kozyra was one of those agents who 
had faith in himself and in the knowledge that even 
though Autopac could have been serviced directly 
by the government, he felt that the agency system 
was to be retained. Although commissions were 
lower, there would be fewer agents in each 
community, thus giving those representing the 
Manitoba Public Insurance Corporation a larger 
volume of policy holders. 

He proved to be right and although some 
agents who had other sources of income or less than 
$2,500.00 annual commissions from automobile 
insurance were denied Autopac agencies, or those 
who chose to discontinue being auto insurance 
agents, these agents were offered a compensatory 
payment under the Transitional Assistance Act. 
This also applied to employees of agents and 
companies alike. 

The Autopac business was a success for 
William's agency. In the last ten years the business 
for Autopac agencies generally doubled and the 
Progressive Conservative government of Sterling 
Lyon which was elected in October of 1977 decided 
to keep the Autopac business in spite of 
recommendations from a Royal Commission to the 
contrary. 
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The Manitoba Public Insurance Corporation 
expanded into the general insurance field in 1973 
and today writes about $150,000,000.00 in auto and 
general premiums. 

William Kozyra Agencies Ltd. became known 
as Wm. Kozyra Ltd. in 1978, when the agency was 
departmentalized into the insurance department 
known as Safeguard Insurance and the real estate 
department known as Homeguard Realty. Today 
the agency employs Alex Mazur and Angela Dzioba 
at its Beausejour office and has Grace Kosthandling 
real estate out of Lac du Bonnet. Sherrin Visca was 
licensed as an insurance agent at Lac du Bonnet and 
represents Wm. Kozyra Ltd. in that capacity out of 
her home. 

William, his wife Barbara (nee Baker) and their 
two children, Bradley and Bridget live in Beausejour 
and are well-known in the community. William has 
always been involved in community affairs, such as 
the Lions Club, the Chamber of Commerce, the 
Agricultural Society and the Canadian Champion
ship Power Toboggan Races. He was elected to the 
Council of the R.M. of Brokenhead in October, 
1980. He now also serves as a representative on the 
Community Hall Committee, the Brokenhead 
River Regional Library Board, the Children's and 
Family Resource Center and the Arena Board. 

Thus William and his insurance agency staff 
are kept busy keeping both business and 
community interests attended to. 

By: Bill Kozyra 

Now Wm. Kozyra Ltd. 



Lee's Village Restaurant 

Lee's was started in 1979 by Peter Lee. Lee's 
has several employees. Their names are: Mrs. 
Victoria Bialek, Mrs. Karen Hourie, Miss Pat 
Bouque, Miss Lucille Van Buckenhout, Miss Teresa 
Markus, Miss Tracy Marks, Vince Gibson, and 
Peter Koersvelt. The menu consists of varieties 

like Chinese food, hamburgers, french-fries, 
and drinks. Lee's has a licensed dining room. You can 
have your choice of eating in or take out. The family 
members have helped Peter Lee in his success. Their 
names are: Wife Kim Lee, sons Allan, Oscar, 
Michael, and Ben, and daughters Judy and Mae. 

This building was originally Hoban's Restaurant. 

Chuckwagon Drive-in 

Chuckwagon was started in 1960. The 
Chuckwagon is owned by Clare and Betty Swain. 
Employees are: Debbie Sokol, Terry Steinke, Cathy 
Chura, Marlene Adam, and Tracey Smith. The 

menu consists of ice cream, hamburgers, french
fries, and drinks. You can eat in or take out. Art and 
Dorothy Selch originally built the premises and 
operated as the Dor-Ed Drive-in. 

Chicken Delight 

Chicken Delight is owned by Mr. Joseph 
Kalauz. It employs Otto Koch and John Rondos. 
Before 1979, the business was known as Surfside, 
owned by Mr. and Mrs. Kulbaba. Since Surfside 
closed its doors, it has been remodelled and changed 
into Chicken Delight. 
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Now operated as Chicken Delight 
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Beausejour Hotel 

The Beausejour Hotel is owned by Mr. Boris 
Hyworon. It was -started approximately 70 years 
ago. Some of the employees presently working are 
Norma Woloshyn, Wanda Goodyear, Doreen 
Vogel, Ron Wilson, Irene Prychun, Cathy Frailick 
and Joanne Fandych. The services that are offered 
are a restaurant, cocktail lounge, and rooms are also 
rented. Previous owners were Mr. Fred Nikolation 
and Mr. and Mrs. Rochell. The slogan of the 
Beausejour Hotel is "Where Great Friends Meet". 

Vickie's Snack Bar 

Vickie's Snack Bar opened for business at 719 
Park Avenue, Beausejour, in June 1950. It is owned 
and operated by Vickie Mackew. 

The original building was built in 1925 and was 
the home and business establishment of Vickie's 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ludwig Pastula. Her father 
was a shoemaker by trade. Vickie's parents operated 
a shoemaker's shop and a second hand store. After 
their death, Vickie built an addition to the existing 
building for her chi p stand. 

In 1950, the Trans-Canada Highway went 
through Beausejour. Business was brisk. To this 
day, many of her customers of those first years still 
patronize her establishment. The friendly service 
and interest in people that Vickie and her staff 
extend are sufficient reason for repeat business for 
Vickie's famous chips and cheeseburgers. 

Prices have changed over the years. Chips 
(french fries) cost 10¢ in 1950 and 80¢ in 1981; small 
cokes, 6 for 25¢ or 5¢ each in 1950, 55¢ in 1981; hot 
dogs, 25¢ in 1950, $1 in 1981; ice cream cones, 5¢ in 
1950, 55¢ in 1981; chocolate bars, 5¢ in 1950, 40¢in 
1981; cigarettes, 35¢ in 1950and $1.40 in 1981. 

Vickie's hours of business have also changed 
over the years. Till 197 4, Vickie opened for business 
at 11 a.m. and stayed open till 4 or 5 a.m. This was 
convenient for the truckers, not to mention local 
party-goers. In 1974 she became the agent for Grey 
Goose Bus Lines. Vickie has been associated with 
Perth's Dry Cleaners for more than 25 years as their 
agent in Beausejour. 

Good help is necessary for the smooth 
operation of any business. Ruth Michlosky has been 
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working at Vickie's since 1961. After being 
widowed and having raised her family, Ruth has 
made her home with Vickie since 1978. Vickie has 
received help from her sister Helen Medyk and 
brother-in-law Alex for more than 10 years. She 
now has a staff of seven people. 

No one who is in need of help has been turned 
away from Vickie's. She has given away many bowls 
of soup and arranged rides for many persons. Even 
the animals have found a friend in her, especiall y the 
countless cats and dogs which she has fed and found 
homes for. 

Vickie's has high praise for the young people. 
As adults, they continue to patronize her chip stand. 

The "secret" of her delicious chips is their 
homemade quality. The potatoes are peeled, cut and 
fried on the premises. "No frozen chips," says 
Vickie. 

Ruth Michlosky (left) and Vickie Mackew (right), December, 
1964. 



Gateway Restaurant 

The owner of the Gateway Restaurant is 
Larry Swain. The year the restaurant started is 
unknown. The Gateway Restaurant employed 
many people in the past and will continue to employ 
many people in the future. The services offered are a 

coffee shop and restaurant. The two previous 
owners of the Gateway Restaurant were Lawrence 
Kostiuk and Kenny Trapp. The Gateway has a 
reputation for delicious horne-cooked meals. 

Lamplighter 

The Lamplighter Book & Record Store carne 
on the Beausejour business scene in September 1, 
1973, when its founder, Gerald Dueck, opened the 
doors to the public for the first day of business. The 
first premises were located in a small office-type 
building near the Royal Bank. The sale of records 
and books gained acceptance in the area and two 
expansions were undertaken and two partners 
added to the business. In July of 1978 the Sears 

Old drugstore - now the Lamplighter 
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Ca talogue franchise was added to the business and 
in September of 1978, a Radio Shack dealership was 
introduced at the present location, 649 Park 
Avenue. The business has always benefited from 
strong customer loyalties and its policies are 
directed toward long term growth of customer 
relations. 

The Lamplighter is proud to achieve a niche in 
the history of Beausejour commercial life. 



Johnny~ Upholstering 

Mr. and Mrs. John Sywulsky started upholstery 
business in 1960 as a hobby. The business expanded, 
and in 1965 became a full-time operation, which is 

operated out of a building at the rear of 731 Ashton 
Avenue. 

Manitoba Pool Elevators 

Beausejour' A: Elevator Managers 
1953-54 Waldemar Chryplywy 

54-59 J .M. Kines 
59-78 Steve P. Ferens (retired) 
78-79 Joe Manzuik 
79-81 Greg Strecker 

Beausejour 'B' Elevator Managers 
1960-62 W.E. Crampton 

(Ronald Manns, temp.) 
62-67 D.G. Longmuir 
67-75 Earl Hyde 
75-77 Michael Lysaichuk 
77-81 Dean Couvier 

Secretaries Beausejour' A & B' 
1953-60 Ambrose Modjeski 

60-66 Henry Small 
66-72 Donald Soluk 
73-77 Joe Polkowski 
77-81 Garry Nurocki 

Presidents Beausejour' A & B' 
1953-56 D. Lanowy 

56-67 J. Otto 
67-72 Clarence Baker 
72-73 Mike Swirski 
73-76 Fred Steinke 
76-81 Henry Reske 

Vice-Presidents Beausejour' A & B' 
1953-58 Wally Chryplywy 

58-59 John Schreyer 
59-60 Wally Chryplywy 
60-63 John Schreyer 
63-64 Ambrose Modjeski 
64-67 Clarence Baker 
67-68 Waldemar Chryplywy 
68-69 Richard Loeb 
69-72 Joe Polkowski 
72-73 Bert Towle 
73-75 Leonard Buss 
75-77 Mark Hewko 
77-79 Bernie Mariash 
79-81 Roy Naurocki 

Delegates which represented the Pool Sub. Dist. at 
annual conventions were: Waldemar Chryplywy-
3 years, Clarence Baker - 22 years, Henry Reske -
2 years. 

April 8, 1981 
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1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 

Beausejour 'A &B' 

30,155 tonnes 
19,038 tonnes 
20,746 tonnes 

HANDLE 
Net Purchase 

638,921 bushels 
522,485 bushels 
399,331 bushels 
763,203 bushels 

1,018,591 bushels 
763,901 bushels 

600,939 bushels 
792,207 bushels 

1,014,698 bushels 
1,221,278 bushels 

771,039 bushels 
840,213 bushels 

15,689,554 bushels 

'B' Elevator -1959-60 from Lake of the Woods 

Bushels to Date 
6,342,748 



Look at Modern Beausejour and Brokenhead 

Vera's Boodle Shop, Vera McLean - proprietor. 

Crossroads General Store, Brokenhead, Manitoba - formerly 
Staska's Store 

Gretzinger's Garage. New premises construction began in 
November, 1981. 
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West End Service Station, Joe Szajewski - proprietor 

Kisiloski Farm and Garden Supply, Tyndall, Manitoba 

Crossroads General Store, Brokenhead, Manitoba. Owner -
Roy Molinski. Formerly Staska's Store. 



J.J. Struss - merchant, Green Oak, Manitoba. 

Peter H. Kozyra - proprietor. 
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H. Shuster & Sons. Proprietors - Jerome Shuster and Murray 
Shuster. 

Northern Meats, 1974. 



The Commodore Cafe 

The Commodore Cafe was built by Aaron 
Nemirovsky, The building was rented out, first to 
Len Bethel, then to Sam and Clara Goltzman and 
then to Celia Bush. Then the building was sold to 
George Gruber and he closed down the cafe and 
moved the building to Lester's at the end of town. 

,--------- ---------------.---~ 

i ,{;he EN'ew - - - I 

I,' Cornrnodo"f: Caff: I 
AT BEAUSEJOUR 

I 
Caters to the Elite Class of Tourists 

En route to scenic Eastem Manitoba ... and Lake of the Woods 
you will find our service suitable for all your needs 

Smokes Ices 
LUNCHES 

Fruit Confectionery 
MEALS 

SELECT SERVICE FOR ALL - OUR SERVICE SELECTED BY ALL I 
___________ ._~ _____ . ____ ---.i 

Lowery's Family Footwear 

Lowery's began as a business that Beausejour 
and area seemed to be in dire need of - that is, a shoe 
store. Glen Lowery purchased an existing fabric 
shop on Park Avenue on September IS, 1977 and 
opened "Lowery's Treads and Threads", a combined 
shoe and fabric store. 

As time progressed, Lowery's gradually went 
out of the fabric business, and fully into footwear. In 

From Our Yard 
at 

BEAUSEJOl:R 

We Are Serving 

LU~EER, HARUW ARE 
" EUILUERS' SUIlJlLIES 

I'Jan ... and E,..lilllatt·" flit <til (arm buildings nn' a\ailahlp (rl'l' or ('hugE' and we welcume 
,Iny 1I11j.lurlunity or 11.';1'>i";ling p,u \'lith ~llllr bl:ih!i.\~ ,,:"olJl~ln'; 

Prumpt 

S('f\ ice 

~umml'r Ct)ttaKt·~ Ert'ctt'd in E;l:-;h'rn Ih'''nrb 

YIICH I'YI'HOS.\<;J-; IS SOLIlTfEU 

BEAVER LIJND 
COMPANY LIMITED 

IN YOUR TOWN 

Br;Al"~r:JOUl{. ~f.\~ITOl~A 

Reasonable 
Prices 

-----_._-______ 1 
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November of 1980, Lowery's moved to 657 Park 
Avenue in Beausejour, and re-opened as "Lowery's 
Family Footwear". At this new location, the 
business prospered even more. 

Glenn, his wife Joanne, and children, Shannon, 
Joey and Meghan are looking forward to many long 
years as residents of this community. 

leastern flt1anifoha 8erves itself 

I with an Up-to-Date Truck Service 

113 & 13 TRA~SFER 
I 

I 
! 

I , 

I 
I 

L 

SEnVICING: 

Lockport, Gonor, Garson, Tyndall. Beausejour 
and Points East 

La,t Truck Leal-C. Winnipeg 4 p.m. Daily 

Winnipeg Address: 126 Adelaide Street 

PHONE 27119 

To say the least-we serH: the East 

Proprietor: H. BLACK, Beausejour 



Park Avenue, 1978. 



United Grain Growers Limited, Beausejour 

Beausejour di.d not enter the grain elevator 
market until the purchase of the Canadian 
Consolidated Elevator Co. on April 16, 1959. It had 
often occurred to me that it was surprising we were 
not on an important market like this one earlier. In 
reviewing old files, I find we were interested in 1935 
and approached the C.P.R. for a site. We ·were 
advised July 8, 1935 that there were no sites 
available and that Searle Grain Co., McCabe Grain 
Co. and R.B. McLean Grain Co. all had prior 
applications in that order and would get the first 
sites available. 

In 1916-1917, there was Lake of the Woods 
Milling Co. alone with an 18,000 bushel house. 
Dominion Elevator Company built in 1921 on the 
site where we are now located. They were a small 
company who had 45 elevators in the mid 1920's. 
They became part of Canadian Consolidated in 
1928 and we bought that company in 1959. 

In 1925, only one eleva tor on our site was to be 

found, but Canadian Consolidated had two when 
we bought them in 1959. From Grain Commission 
records, it appears that Manitoba Pool and 
Canadian Consolidated both built elevators in 1953 
or early 1954. The 1954-55 records of licensed 
elevators shows Canadian with 2, Pool 1, and Lake 
of the Woods 1. Pool took over Lake of the Woods in 
1959. 

Elevator managers from 1928 to the present 
are as follows: 
are as follows: 
L.J. Pulfer 1928 to 1938 
Albert Larson 1938 to July 31,1964 (retired) 
Don Kuharski July 1964 to September 15, 1969 

(resigned) 
Henry Peters September 15, 1969 to August 1974 

(resigned) 
Roger Alexis Badiou August 1974 to present 
A Harry Saluk - helper was also listed as in charge of #2 with 
Canadian when we took over in 1959. 

By: D.H. Fraser 

Manitoba Hydro 

Manitoba Power Commission took over the 
supply of electrical power to the Town of 
Beausejour from the City of Winnipeg Hydro in 
1952. In 1957 the Manitoba Power Commission 
purchased the facilities outright. An agreement was 
concluded with the Town of Beausejour, with effect 
from October I, 1957, under which the Commission 
purchased the Town's electrical distribution 
facilities. In 1961 the corporation's name was 
changed to Manitoba Hydro. 
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The district office was located at 710 Gertrude 
Avenue from 1957 until October I, 1980. It now 
operates out of a new service centre located on P.R. 
302 in the R.M. of Brokenhead. 

Departments include: District Operations, 
Business Department, Engineering, Line Main
tenance, and Live Line Crew. A staff of 27 are 
presently employed. 

A total of 3600 customers are now served in 
the Beausejour District. 



Liquor Control Commission 

The business was brought into Beausejour by 
the Manitoba Government in 1953. The staff 
consisted of Allan Hoban, Fred Rumak, Alvin 
Hayes, G. Albright, and some part time employees. 

The originaistaff of the Beausejour Liquor Commission. 

The Commission now employs Laurie Longmuir, 
Al Klapprat, Alexis Antymis, G. Albright, and A. 
Hayes. 

Beausejour Hatchery 

This business was bought by Mr.}ohnFunkin 
approximately 1943 from Inter-Ocean Grain. Past 
employees have been: Mrs. George Betker, Mr. Bob 

516 

Ehinger, Mrs. Mike Sobetski, Mrs. Mary Semchuk. 
Beausejour Hatchery is a family operation, 
operating as a hatchery and feed service. 



The Standard Press 

The origin of Standard Press began a bou t 1936 
when A.B. (Tony) Bonner swapped $15.00 in photo 
finishing and some cash for a small hand press and 
two cases of type which he used to print envelopes 
and price lists for his photography business which 
he then operated. 

It wasn't very long before church groups and 
businessmen in Beausejour and surrounding areas 
found out that he had a printing press (the only one 
east of Winnipeg and Selkirk), and Tony was soon 
printing raffle tickets and stationery for the 
community. He continued printing on a part time 
basis from his home on the corner of Third Street 
and Oak Avenue until 1951 when the Bonners 
decided to go into printing full time and rented an 
office from Nick Rumak on Park Avenue where 
they set up shop. 

Standard Press continued to grow and as new 
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equipment was added to keep up with the volume of 
work, several moves were made to larger quarters. 
During this period several local boys helped after 
school and Saturdays, particularly Gerry Plischke 
and Clifford Fuerst as well as Tony's wife Alma, 
their son Lloyd and daughter Susan. 

In 1963 the Bonners were able to purchase a lot 
from Julius and Edith DeMarco on Third Street 
South, where the present building was erected, and 
at this location more equipment and presses were 
added. The new building also served as office for the 
Beausejour Beaver newspaper which Tony managed 
un til 1972 when it was sold and moved to its present 
location. 

The Bonners continue to operate the printing 
business at 84 Third Street, but it is now being 
advertised for sale and after some 40 years in 
printing, they plan to retire. 



Royal Bank oj Canada 

Until 1906 Beausejour was without banking 
facilities. Then, lured by the establishment of aglass 
factory and other industries in the area, The 
Northern Bank (la ter The Northern Crown Bank) 
opened its doors in a small wooden building on the 
site of what is now the H. Bush residence on 3rd 
Street. The manager was R.F. Inkster, the son of 
Sheriff Colin Inkster, a man prominent in the 
history of Winnipeg and district. He was 
accompanied by Teller/Ledgerkeeper, Mr. J.5. 
Hough. 

In 1907 the bank moved to new quarters in the 
building at 201 3rd Street, now occupied by Carol's 
Boutique, and a new manager, Mr. A.W. 
Rutherford was appointed. Mr. Rutherford left in 
1910 and was succeeded by Mr. J.S. Hough who had 
been Teller/Ledgerkeeper since the bank opened in 
1906. In 1917 Mr. Hough left the bank and Mr.J.L. 
Griffin took his place. 

The Northern Crown'Bank was purchased by 
the Royal Bank of Canada in July, 1918. Mr. Griffin 
left in 1919 and was replaced for a short time by Mr. 
H.e. Chapin and subsequently by Mr. B.S. Griffin 
and in 1920 by Mr. GeorgeH. Yule. Mr. Yule stayed 
on until 1927 when Mr. Wm. Craik became 
manager. Mr. Craik had set a record for length of 
stay by 1948 when he retired. Mr. R. Vernon Smith 
then took over until his retirement and the 
appointment of Mr. Ken S. Riley in 1957. Mr. Riley 
left in 1967 and Mr. Lou Cook was appointed 
manager. Mr. William McLean became manager in 
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1972 and was succeeded upon his retirement in 
August of 1980 by the present manager, Mr. John 
Plaetinck. 

The Bank occupied a part of the Agro Building 
on Park for a short time after World War II and then 
the existing building was erected on land previously 
occupied by the United Church. 

Two staff members left the Bank to do military 
service and returned after the end of their 
respective wars; Jack Hoban in 1917 and Jack 
Robertson in 1940. 

The Bank was burglarized on 
one occasion and in January 1943 
was the victim of a Bonnie-and
Clyde style hold-up. The bandits 
made their escape in a horse-drawn 
sleigh but were soon apprehended 
by the local constable who was 
fired upon but who showed admi
rable restraint and held his fire. For 
this the officer was feted by the 
town and presented with a gold 
watch. 



ARC Industries 

ARC Industries received its charter to operate 
on May 12,1964. It was first situated at the Legion 
Hall. Then it was moved to the building which is 
known as Beausejour Sheet Metal. ARC Industries 
then moved to the old post office, where they are 
still operating in very much improved conditions. 

Mr. and Mrs. Don McLean were the founding 
members, leading the eight charter members. Mrs. 
Mary Bodnarchuk was the first hired supervisor, 
followed by Mr. Mike Chymyshyn. 

ARC Industries is a non-profit business, 
working to help train the mentally handicapped of 
the area. With the help of the government this 

Jean Cretsinger in front of the Arc Industries building. 
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industry provides 19 trainees with special skills. 
This industry produces such items as: woodwork, 
flower decorations, cartops and packaging services. 

The woodworking involves such items as: 
picnic tables, benches, lawn furniture, bird houses 
and feeders. They do packaging for assorted airlines 
and other businesses like A&W. 

The industry does not limit its work to the 19 
trainees alone, but also works in conjunction with 
the Edward Schreyer School, helping provide both 
the OEC and the TMR classes with special service 
training. 



Post Offices: From Wampum to Postal Codes 

The story of postal service in Canada parallels 
that of the country itself, with its hardships, its 
heroes, its imagination and its innovations. 

From the wampum-toting Iroquois and 
Algonquins of the pre-white man era through the 
ages of canoe, steamboat, horse, automobile and 
airplane, the history of the post office provides some 
surprises, some education, some levity and most of 
all, complete fascination. 

The first Post Office in the Beausejour area 
was opened on June I, 1881 under the 
Postmastership of F. Schooley. This office was 
located in a log cabin home, not too far east of the 
then CP. Railway station. Some time later it was 
moved to the Fawcett home under the Postmaster
ship of J.W. Laurie. In 1937 a new Post Office was 
opened on the corner of Third Street and Park 
Avenue. In 1972 the Post Office was moved into a 
new Tyndall stone, air-conditioned building at 515 
Park Avenue. 

The Postmasters in order of service were: F. 
Schooley,J. Turner, S. Turner,J.W. Laurie,Mrs. C 
Laurie, and Henry Podealuk. It is interesting to note 
that all the Postmasters, except the last named, 
were related and belonged to the same family group. 

The list of people who at one time worked in 
the local Post office is not complete. Some of them 
will be remembered as: M. Flekke, D. Burton, T. 
Laurie, B. Novak, D. Petreshyn, A. Hoban, G. 
Englot, J. Wilgosh, Ed Lewko, H. Owsianski, M. 
Barron, Irene Kizlik and L. Kososki. The present 
staff members include: W. Smith, C Cassan, S. 
Zomber, C Czuboka, and the new incumbent, P. 
Graham.' 

There is a long list of Post Offices which used to 
serve the local area. 

Old Post Office 
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Cromwell opened in 1890 and closed in 1940 
with Postmasters Amos, Howard, Aston, G. Aston 
and Anton Schreyer in charge. 

St. Ouens opened in 1895 and closed in 1970 
with Postmasters Gibson, Colley, D. Newman, 
Torson Vincent and A. Newman in charge. 

Brokenhead opened in 1886 and closed in 1970 
with Postmasters Dugard, Sidebottom, Beally, 
Kozyra, Vipond, Kindefora, Staska and R. Molinski 
in charge. 

Lydiatt opened in 1908 under the Postmaster
ship of W. Huber. Lydiatt had a total of 14 post
masters. William Horodyski is probably the only 
local postmaster who has survived the trials and 
ordeals of being a postmaster. 

Cloverleaf opened in 1912 and closed in 1970 
with Postmasters Johnson, Black, Barker, Habing, 
Schick and Ann KuHner. 

Allegra opened in 1918 and closed in 1970 
with Postmasters Halstead, Bachijwaski, Melnyk, 
Buhay, Krieger and Dan Homeniuk. 

Lowland opened in 1927 and closed in 1970 
with Postmasters Kmetiuk, Beley and Peter 
Kondratiuk, who continues to operate the store in 
which the Post Office was located. 

Hazelglen opened in 1936 and closed in 1967 
with a husband-wife team of Postmasters; Steve 
Lucko, who resigned in 1944, was succeeded by his 
wife., Anne Lucko. 

Dencross opened in 1938 and closed because 
of a fire when the Hlady Store was destroyed in 
1969. Postmasters were Dehn, Klann, Ferchoff, M. 
Hlady and Mary Hlady. 

Glenmoor opened in 1945 and closed in 1970. 
One would think that all the Postmasters were from 
one family at this Post Office, as they were all 

New Post Office 
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Hladys: Paul, Michael, John and ~aul. 
Glenfields opened in 1948 and closed in 1970 

with Postmasters M. Yakem and R. Nikodem. 
Green Oak opened in 1949 and closed in 1970. 

There was only one Postmaster, J.]. Struss, who still 
operates a store at the same site. 

Greenwald opened in 1913 and closed in 1970, 
with Postmasters A. Froelich, Rattai, Buth, Zieske 
and Peter Denesiuk in charge. 

All of these smaller post offices had an 
important role in the opening and settling of the 
Province. Most of the offices opera ted atone time or 
another out of country stores. They were the centre 
of their communities. It was here that decisions in 
regard to roads, schools, churches, marriages and 
baptisms were made. 

In 1970 the Post Office Department in 
Ottawa, in its wisdom, or lack of same, decided to 
close most of these offices. With this decision came 
the slow withering of the small communities. This 
was hastened when the local schools were closed 
and a system of bussing took place. On a road map 
most of the above named post office locations do not 

THE RESIDENTS AND BUSINESS MEN OF 

IjEAUSEJOUR 
through its Mayor and Council 

CUJelcome ~ou to the "f}{uh of the 
Bast" and the "gateway 

of the CUJest" 
A Community Centre with Exceptional 

Opportunities to the 

Ho'n~s~t;kt;.. Vat::alionisl hn·t;slo .. 
and Indusbialisl 

CHEAPEST POWER AND LIGH1' RATES IN 
RURAL CANADA 

GOMI inducements and opportunities ,)ffpred to industrial 
l'lItel'llrisL·s. Look for an ideal location. 

Gla~s .Iud E .. it:k Saud Ut;posils 

Marketing centre for largest Mixed Farming area in ?Ianitoba 

Further partitular:\ from· 

A. W.\DDELL ~1. J. HOBAN, Sec.·Treasurer 

,(;he "CJriendly" '(;own 
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show. Those that do show up on the map do not 
have buildings of any description to alert anyone 
that the location was once an energetic and vibrant 
community. 

Two other post offices have survived. Garson 
Quarry opened in 1908 with Postmasters Johnson, 
Dunn, Tatleman, Pearce, F. Strembicky and Ed 
Strembicky. This office is now located along 
Highway 44 in the Strembicky home. 

Tyndall was opened in 1893 to serve a thriving 
quarry. Postmasters were: McLeod, Healy, Hancock, 
Morden, Peterson, Walton, Blue, Nelson, Lidster, 
Whyte, and Archie Warren. The incumbent is Katie 
Warren, who operates from the Allied Hardware 
Store on Pierson Avenue. 

My records show that the first class rate of 
postage in 1867 was five cents per half ounce, in 
1899 two cents per ounce or fraction, in 1931 three 
cents per ounce or fraction, and in 198117 cents per 
ounce or fraction. And the end is not in sight! 

By: Henry Podealuk 

UR. W. G. RIUUELL 
PHYSICIAN AND ST:RGEON 

. --I 
i 
I 
i 

Phone 44, Heausejour 

llROIiENHEAIJ 
LAllYWOOf) 
CRO)IWELL 

CUp-fo-:Dafe 
~olo .. Coa(:h St; ..... it:t; 

ALL PROSPl':!{()uS EVERY DAY IN THE WEEK 
AGRICULTURAL CO)I· 
l[(JNITJI-:l' SITUATE Le,n'ing Winnipeg Suburban Bus Office, 
~~~A(g(1~~! ll"ACH Hargrave St., 5 p.m. llaily 

SERVICED llY- G. J[O~IE~ICK, Prop. 



LAC DP BONNET, MANITOBA. TUURSDA y, OCTOBER 1st, 1936 

IMPROVED 
FASTER 

TRAIN SERVICE 
between 

GREAT FALLS 

LACDUBONNET 
and 

WINNIPEG 
DAILY EX. SUN. 
Lv. Great Fall., 7.30 a.lll. 
L\'. I,8cduBonnet8.Hi a.m. 
Lv. Mol"on 9.0:') a.m. 
Ar. \\"innipl'g 10.15 a.m. 

Lv. Winnipeg 6.00 p.m. 
Ar. Molson- 7.10 p.m. 
Ar. LacduBonnet8.05 p.m. 
Ar. Great Falls 8.45 p.m. 

OPERATES 

Yia Oak Bank Mon. ·Wed. Fri. 
Yia Beausejour Tues. Thurs. Sat. 

Travel 

CANADIAN 
PACIFIC 

SAFETY - SPEED - COMFORT 

m~t 1JHytr 
no. o.J, W .. kIr S. .... IIer1Io_ ........ 

Published every Thur.da, at the 
office of The Lac du Bonnet Printing 
Company, Lac du Bonnet, C. R. Gilbert, 
publisher. 

SUB8CRIPl'IOJII RATa 
Per year ....................... 11.60 
Six Months. . . . .... .. . . .. . ...... 11.00 
All Advertising. Cuh with Order, unleu 

cred~ is prearranged 
Clae.ified Ad\'ertising is strictly CIIsh 
with order; Minimum charge 3-'ic for 

three iinllll or lea 
No o .. ders for advertisinj!' take .. after 12 
noon Wednesd .. y for inllertion in 'Current 

,..eek· 8 illlUe 

Ratee on Application 

. 

WORLD News 
At a Glance 

Approximfttely 3,(00 tt'achers are 
exp<'ctl'o to attend tilt' fa\1convention 
of the Manitoba Teachers' A~i.
tion, which will bt> held throughout 
the province in October, according 
to E.K.MarllhalJ. secretary of the 
Association, 

I A two day convention is scheduled 
for Beausejour, Oot. 8th and 9th. 

I 

Brewery Products Limited 
PHONE 8 BEAUSEJOUR 

SHEA'S DREWERY'S 
KIEWEL'S - PELISSIER'S 

--- PRICES __ _ 
1/8 KEG of 3 Y.I' 4al.. $3.00 
1/4 KEG of 6 ~ Gals. $6.00 
1/2 KEG of 13 gals. $12.00 
For Immediate FREE DELIVERY Order any of 
these from - - -
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Brewery Products 
LIMITED 

W AREHQUSE AT BEAl,lSEJOUR 



[AST[RN 
MANITOBA'S 

fiRST 

ADIO S[RVIC 
- LOCATED AT --

DUGARD'S HARDWARE - BEAUSEJOUR 
PHONE 32 

TUNE UP Your Radio for a long winter 
SPECiAL Check-up rates, FREE Tube Testing 

DeForest Crosley 

Addison Radios 
Eveready, Exide Batteries 

Rogers Metal Spray Tubes 

WRITE OR CALL AT---

~ EAST-MAN RADIO SERVICE E5 
BEAUSEJOUR, MAN. 
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Beausejour imdArea Newspapers 

Newspapers have played an important part in 
the business and social life of Beausejour and area 
since the settlement period began. Not only did 
these papers report the news of the district but in 
some cases the colourful individuals involved with 
the newspapers' production made news themselves. 

Unfortunately, at this time, there isn't a 
clear-cut list detailing the various newspapers 
which have served the Beausejour-Brokenhead 
district over the years. Such information as we do 
possess was gleaned from the diary of J. Kyryk and 
the personal recollections of Mr. Jack Hoban, as told 
to History Book researcher Terry Hayes. In 
addition, the book's researchers have investigated 
the holdings of the Manitoba Archives to attempt to 
detail, in chronological order, the constantly 
changing pattern of ownership and editors who 
worked so diligently to bring the news to area 
readers. 

The earliest newspaper on record associated 
with our area was the Brokenhead Times, published 
by J.O. lewis, according to the Kyryk Diary. The 
time of publishing was placed at 1902. 

Commenting on the evident "short-lived" 
nature of weeklies in our region, Major AM. Pratt, 
in his book, The Story of Manitoba's Weekly Newspapers, 
states: "Prior to 1910 all local news of the district 
was printed in the Selkirk Record and the Canadian 
Fishing Gazette. In 1910 H.C. Fairfield (better 
known as the founder of the famous Fairfield 
Woolen Mills) started the Beausejour Times. Alex 
Jones, who bought the Times, changed its name to 
the Beausejour Press. The Press was followed by 
the Beausejour News; the News by the Eastern 
Manitoba Record; that in turn by a mimeographed 
paper, the Beausejour Journal, published by Cas 
Holley until the outbreak of World War II." 

The Kyryk Diary notes that in March of 1922 
the Beausejour News changed ownership when 
Mr. William Westran purchased the paper from a 
Mr. Wydeman, of Kenora. 

Mr. Hoban, in his interview with Terry Hayes, 
recalled that a paper named the Lac du Bonnet Post was 
published in Beausejour in 1924. Miss Vera 
Ongman was the paper's representative and C.F. 
Westran was the publisher. . 

During the war years, 1939-45, records Major 
Pratt: " ... and for some time after Bill Childe and 
AB. Bonner printed by mimeograph the Beausejour 
Bugle for distribution to the local men in the 
services. Mr. Bonner now operates a commercial 
print shop, Standard Press." 

At the same time, AW. (Bill) Hanks, of St. 
James, distributed a paper called The Springfield Leader 
in Beausejour and .the surrounding districts. 
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Major Pratt gives the dubious distinction of 
publishing the shortest-lived paper in the area to 
Bob Fairfield (no relation to the previously 
mentioned gentleman) who published The Beausejour 
Times in 1958: " ... it published once - then paper and 
publisher disappeared." 

In more modern times, says Major Pratt: "The 
Beausejour Beaver was launched in 1959 by another 
well-known newspaper man AE. Maclennan of 
Gladstone. A year later he sold it to Stan Turner, 
who, in turn, sold three years later, to Derksen 
Printers. Since that time, under the editorship of 
Bruno Derksen, it has rapidly taken its place among 
the leading weekly newspapers of Manitoba." 

The next phase in the evolution of the 
Beausejour weekly took place when another change 
in ownership occurred in 1971. At this time the 
Beausejour Beaver was purchased from Derksen 
Printers (Steinbach) by four newly arrived local 
residents deeply committed to publishing a paper 
reflecting local concerns and viewpoints. These 
people were: Joanne Hillier and her husband, the 
late Chesley Hillier; Bob Lidstone and Dennis 
Harrison. While only Mrs. Hillier worked full-time, 
as the paper's editor, the others put in many long 
hours of work at the paper while holding down 
other full-time occupations. However, they managed 
to put out "The Beaver" each week and soon many 
new subscribers were added to the subscription list. 

To survive both finandally and journalistically 
the new owners sought tp broaden the paper's 
perspective and branch out'lnto a paper with a more 
regional emphasis, as well as adding more local news 
gathering. This format resulted in a de-emphasis of 
"Beausejour" and an over-emphasis of "The 
Beaver". This trend resulted in a short, sharp 
conflict with the Hudson Bay Co., (they publish a 
magazine called The Beaver) who objected to this 
invasion of their territory, an objection which 
brought the Beausejour Beaver its only moment of 
"national prominence" when the then Managing 
Editor, Edmund Oliverio, was interviewed on CBC 
Radio's As It Happens after The Bay threatened 
legal action for copyright infringement. 

In any case, to firmly establish the concept of 
the paper as a regional weekly the name was 
changed to its present designation, The Manitoba 
Beaver. In this respect the paper has merely tracked 
the evolution of the Town of Beausejour as it 
became more and more the main service centre for 
the surrounding area of Eastern Manitoba. While 
the paper still receives some criticism for its regional 
outlook, primarily from those who remember it as a 
Beausejour paper only, the increasing regionalization 
of the area, from Ambulance Services to Regional 



Planning District, from The Recreational Districtto 
the new Brokenhead Regional Library, the 
development of the area makes it imperative that 
residents are kept up to date with regional news. 

The change in ownership at this juncture also 
brought about a change in format to the Manitoba 
Beaver, changing from a broadsheet or metro-sized 
paper to one of tabloid size. The paper was indeed 
fortunate to have journalists associated with the 
paper who were especially skilled in layout design 
and graphics. These people included the paper's 
editor, Joanne Hillier; Managing Editor, Edmund 
Oliverio and News Editor Ken Friesen. Their many 
innovations led to a more readable, livelier, and 
perhaps most important of all, a more profitable 
paper. This same format is followed today and it is 
one that has become standard in the weekly 
newspaper field for tabloid newspapers. 

My association with The Manitoba Beaver arose 
when my brother, Dennis Harrison, persuaded me 
to invest in the company, Eastman Communications 
Ltd., which publishes the paper. Unfortunately, 
tragedy struck only a month after I joined the paper 
in April, 1975, when my brother and our Selkirk 
editor, Mr. Frank Malis, died in a boating accident in 
the Whiteshell during the 1975 May holiday 
weekend. 

My brother's organizational abilities and 
unique writing and investigative reporting skills 
were sorely missed and left a noticeable gap in The 
Manitoba Beaver. However, many individuals involved 
with the paper rallied behind it to make sure it came 
out each week on time: Bob Lidstone spent many 
hours developing photographs; Vicki Harrison, 
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Dennis' widow, helped with the layout and proof
reading; Ken Friesen rejoined the paper and put this 
writer through an intensive course in the 
publishing of weekly newspapers; and Bob 
Ellerbeck, of the Manitoba Department of Industry 
and Commerce, whose invaluable financial advice 
and encouragement kept the paper solvent; 
combined with a dedicated staff, social correspon
dents and faithful advertisers. It was a team effort in 
every way. 

Editors are essential to the successful 
functioning of any newspaper and The Manitoba 
Beaver was fortunate, during this period, to have in 
Joanne Hillier, an editor who was both skilled in 
writing interesting feature articles and creating 
effective advertising as well as possessing good 
layout sense. The present format of the paper owes 
much to Mrs. Hillier's professionalism and resulted, 
in 1977, in The Manitoba Beaver winning the first 
award put up by the Manitoba Community 
Newspaper Association of the best ad by a Manitoba 
weekly newspaper that year. 

The present publishers of The Manitoba Beaver 
are Murray and Catherine Harrison. Given the 
short survival rate of many papers in this area over 
the years, as previously mentioned, we are indeed 
proud to have been associated with the operations 
of the paper since 1975 and its owners since 1979. 
Our thanks to a loyal, hard-working and dedicated 
staff and correspondents who all work together to 
make it happen and to all the region's readers who 
have supported us throughout the years. 

By: Murray Harrison 
Editor, The Manitoba Beaver 
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Combined Assessment Roll and Tax Rollfor 1981 
FOLIO 2 WARD 0 R.M. OF BROKENHEAD #110 BUSINESS 

Ron No. Owner's Name and Address Part of Lot or Section Lot Block PI", 
or Sec. orTWP arRange 

100 Chercoe, Taras PTNE 2 13 6E 
c/o Tyndall Plumbing and Heating Plumbing and Heating 
Tyndall, Manitoba 
RoE 2Bo 

200 Bodnarchuk, Nicholas PTNE 2 13 6E 
Tyndall, Manitoba -Public Garage 
RoE 2BO 

300 McClaren, John W. PTNE 2 13 6E 
TyndalL Manitoba Bicycle Sales and Repair 
RoE 2Bo 

310 Pekary, David PTSE 2 13 6E 
c/o Apex Rubber Company Rubber Goods 
Division 0 
OM & 0 Enterprises Ltd. 
Box 61, Tyndall, Manitoba, RoE 2Bo 

350 Kroker, Peter PTNE 11 13 6E 
Tyndall, Manitoba Construction 
RoE 2Bo 

360 Bialek, Ed PT 11 13 6E 
RR 1, Beausejour, Manitoba Grain Elevator 
RoEoCo 

400 Wawryshyn, Leonard A. PT 2 2 928 
c/o Mrs. L.A. Warren All 3-2-928 
Tyndall, Manitoba Hardware Store 
ROE 2Bo 

500 Warren, Archibald Hardware Storage 5 2 928 
Tyndall, Manitoba 
RoE 2Bo 

700 Kisiloski, Richard B. PT 8 6 928 
Tyndall, Manitoba Fertilizer Storage Bldg. 
RoE 2Bo 

750 Dudeck, Dennis PT 6/7 6 928 
Dudeck, Glen Auto Body 
c/o Tyndall Auto Body 
Tyndall, Manitoba 
RoE 2Bo 

900 Chymyshyn, Evelyn PTSW 12 13 6E 
Tyndall, Manitoba Hairdresser 
RoE 2Bo 

1100 Greschuk, Ed PTSW 12 13 6E 
Tyndall, Manitoba Trucking 
RoE 2Bo 

1200 Luch, Joseph PTSW 12 13 6E 
Luch, Iris Grocery Store '.- Tyndall, Manitoba 
RoE2Bo 

1300 Tyndall Investments Ltd. PTSW 12 13 6E 
Tyndall, Manitoba Motor Hotel 
RoE2Bo 

1350 Mazur, Ernie PTSW 4 12 7E 
RR 1, Beausejour, Manitoba Auto Body 
RoEoCo 

1360 Birchwood Redi-Mix & Concrete PTSW 7 12 7E ~~ RR 1, Anoia, Manitoba Redi-Mix ;:. 
RoEoAo 

1400 ShuLRose PTPCL G 5267 
Box 6, Grp 30, RR 1 General Store 
Beausejour,Manitoba 
ROEOCO 

1460 Jackson, R. PTNE 24 12 7E 
Jackson, V. Kennels 
c/o Brokenhead Kennels 
Beausejour, Manitoba 
ROEOCo 

-,' 
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1475 Winnicki, L. PTNE 33 12 7E 
c/o Heat and Sweep Wood Stoves Sales 
Box 823, Beausejour, Manitoba 
RoEoCo 

1500 Nikodem, Ronald F. PTNW 35 12 7E 
Box 270, Beausejour, Manitoba Electrical Contractor 
RoEoCo 

1600 Beausejour Lumber and Supply Limited PTNW 35 12 7E 
Beausejour, Manitoba Storage 
RoEoCo .. 

1700 Canadian Power Toboggan SE 36 12 7E 
Championship Inc. RaceTrack 
Box 22, Beausejour, Manitoba 
RoEoCo 

1800 Beausejour Auto Body PTSW 36 12 7E 
Beausejour, Manitoba Body Shop 
ROEoCo 

1900 Hlady,Anne PTNE 1 13 7E 
Box 74, Beausejour, Manitoba Auto Wrecker 
ROEOCo 

2000 Evankevich, Tom PTSE 1 13 7E 
Box 668, Beausejour, Manitoba Contractor 
RoEoCo 

2100 Bialek, Robert Casimir PTSE 1 13 7E 
RR 1, Beausejour, Manitoba Gas Sales Office 
RoEoCo 

2200 Laurent, Harold PTSE 1 13 7E 
Beausejour, Manitoba Cabinet Maker 
RoEoCo 

2250 Ott, Gordon H. PCL Wl/2 1 10421 
c/o Custom Cover and Restoration Upholstery Shop 
Enterprises 
Beausejour, Manitoba 
RoEOCo 

2300 Beaver Lumber Co. Ltd. PT 6 2812 
c/o Property Manager Storage Site 
245 Fairview Mall Dr. 
Willowdale, Ontario 
M2J 4T1 

2760 Frailick Ltd. PTNl/2 9 15 7E 
Box 96, Beausejour, Manitoba PT SW 16-15-7E 
RoE oCo 

2800 Northern Meat & Sausage Ltd. PTNW 10 15 7E 
RR 3, Beausejour, Manitoba Killing Plant 
RoEoCo 

2815 Small, Robert Seed Cleaning .. 
2820 Kines, Barry Welding (Apr 1/81) 

Beausejour, Manitoba 

2830 Jacob, L. PTSE 29 12 8E .. 

c/o St. Owens Small Engine Engine Repair .. 
Repair 
RR 4, Beausejour, Manitoba 
RoEoCo 

2840 Lopez, M.A., Dr. PCL 1 7896 
Box 309, Lac du Bonnet, Manitoba Animal Clinic 
RoE lAo 

2900 Zielke, Carl PTSW 33 12 8E 
Box 1006, RR 4, Beausejour, Manitoba Tourist Camp 
RoEoCo 

3000 Wenzoski, John PTSW 5 13 8E 
Box 596, Beausejour, Manitoba Tourist Camp 
ROEOCO 

3100 Wenzoski, John PTSW 5 13 8E 
Box 596, Beausejour, Manitoba Construction Equipment 
RoEOCO Site 

3200 Bush, Clarence PTSW 5 13 8E 
Box 552, Beausejour, Manitoba Golf Course 
RoEoCo and Cottage Sites 
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2350 Stepaniuk, Steven 6 6267 
Box 37, Beausejour, Manitoba Cartage and Storage 
RoEoCo 

2400 Northeastern Construction Ltd. 11 6267 
16-1110 Henderson Highway Redi-Mix Concrete 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2C ILl 

2450 Kisiloski, R. PTSE 10 13 7E 
c/o Kisiloski Bulk Station Fertilizer Sales 
Tyndall, Manitoba 
RoE2Bo 

2500 Schreyer, Barry PTSE 11 J.3 7E 
16-1110 Henderson Highway Road Construction 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2G III 

2600 Dueck, Jacob PTSW 12 13 7E 
Dueck, Marion Restaurant 
Box 149, Beausejour, Manitoba 
RoEoCO 

2700 Molinski, Roy E. PTSE 25 14 7E 
RR 3, Beausejour, Manitoba Store and Workshop 
RoEoCo .". 

2750 Manitoba Hydro Electric Board PTNE 1 15 7E 
Box 815, Winnipeg, Manitoba Office (subject to grant) 
R3C2P4 

3300 Swain, Larry PTSW 6 13 8E 
Swain, Marilyn Drive-in Restaurant 
Box 1151, Beausejour, Manitoba 
RoEoCO 

3400 Struss, Joseph PCL B 10707 
Box 1, Grp 62, RR 2 General Store 
Beausejour, Manitoba 
RoEoCo 

3500 Manitoba Pool Elevator PTSE 32 12 8E 
Box 9800 CPR Row 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 3K7 Grain Cleaning 

\. 
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A II Businesses in the Town oj Beausejour (1981) 

Name Manager's Name Address Type of Business 

Jack's Meat Market Jack Arron 92 Third St. S. Meat Market & Locker 
Standard Press A.B. Bonner 84 Third St. S. Printing 
Beausejour Medical Centre Dr. Klassen 30 Third St. S. Physician 
Town & Country Lucky Dollar Phillip Shuster 536 Park Ave. Groceries 
William Kozyra Ltd. William Kozyra 528 Park Ave. Insurance 
East-Man Communications Ltd. 526 Park Ave. Weekly Newspaper 
Clothes Connections Donna Wasnie 524 Park Ave. Clothing Store 
Pine Motors Ltd. Paul Rapinchuk 518 Park Ave. Garage 
Beausejour Lumber & Supply Ltd. 510 Park Ave. Hardware & Lumber 

Family Fare Foods Michael Petrow 500 Park Ave. Groceries 
J.J. Pleskach - Car Wash J.J. Pleskach 430 Park Ave. Car Wash 
Johnny's Electric JohnJ. Dudych 418 Park Ave. Electrical Appliances 
Kaa tz Fuel Agency William Kaatz 400 Park Ave. Service Station ,-

HEW Developments 31 First St. Land Development 
Water Fellow Enterprise Dennis Riedel 

: : 
13-31 First St. Heating Equipment 

Thompson Financial Services Gerry Neault 14-31 First St. Financial Services 
Dave's Sports Equipment Dave Bush 31 First St. Sports Equipment 
Chiropractics Associates Dr. K. Walterson 31 First St. Chiropractors 
Howland Hotel William Kravec 75 Second St. S. Hotel 
West End Service Station Joseph Szajewski 405 Park Ave. Service Station 
West End Wash Joseph Szajewski 411 Park Ave. Car Wash 
Park Auto Supply Joseph Szajewski 415 Park Ave. Auto Supply Storage 
Park Auto Supply Gerald W.Graves 415 Park Ave. Insurance 
Manitoba Liquor Commission 427 Park Ave. Liquor Sales 
Cedar House Florists R. & J. Schreyer 611 Park Ave. Florist & Photo 
Fabric World Helga Humestrom 613 Park Ave. Fabric Shop 
Beausejour Consumers Co-op 605 Park Ave. Lumber & Hardware 
Gretzinger's Garage Ltd. 621 Park Ave. Garage 
Lee's Village Peter F.C. Lee 627 Park Ave. Licensed Restaurant 
Beaver Lumber Co. Ltd. 635 Park Ave. Lumber & Hardware 
Gateway Restaurant L. & M. Swain 637 Park Ave. Restaurant 
Robisto Herman Patzer 645 Park Ave. Dry Goods 
The Lamplighter R. Friesen 649 Park Ave. Book & Record Shop 
Western Drug Mart E. Walterson 651 Park Ave. Drug Store 
Lowery's Family Footwear Glen Lowery 657 Park Ave. Footwear 
Mitchell's Electric Harry H. Mitchell 659 Park Ave. Home Appliance 
Chicken Delight 663 Park Ave. Restaurant & Game Room 
Parkview Furniture P. & M. Riopka 667 Park Ave. Furniture Store ~ : 

Dr. C. Kiazyk Dr. C. Kiazyk 312 Fourth St. N. Dental Clinic 
Larry's Chip Stand R. & K.Fosty 705 Park Ave. Refreshment Stand 
Beausejour Welding M. & B. Leochko 318 Fourth St. N. Blacksmith Shop 
Beausejour Welding M. & B. Leochko 316 Fourth St. N. Parts Supply 
Beausejour Bakery Renato Crognali 711 Park Ave. Bakery 
7 -Eleven (closed) Judy Gerelus 717 Park Ave. Convenience Store 
Vickie's Snack Bar Victoria Mackew 719 Park Ave. Snack Bar & Dry Cleaners 
The Great-West Life Assurance Co. Peter H. Kozyra - agent 528 Park Ave. Insurance 
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Robert J. Stoddart Ltd. Robert J. Stoddart 733 Park Ave. Garage & Sales Lot 
Pitch's Department Store Israel Shachter 743 Park Ave. General Store 
Beausejour Tire Ltd. Lawrence Chura 751 Park Ave. Tire Shop 
Bus Depot Ray Zabrocki 523 Park Ave. Restaurant 
The Store Margaret Reimann 525 Park Ave. Health Foods 
Paul Mazur Paul Mazur 443 Park Ave. Blacksmith 
Russell Funeral Homes Ltd. Bessie Russell 437 Park Ave. Funeral Parlour 
Beausejour Sheet Metal Edwin Litke 432 Park Ave. Plumbing & Heating 
Beausejour Music Studio Karl 
Beausejour Music Studio Karl Mueller 301 First St. N. Music Studio 
Yamaha Music Centre B. Sutton 301 First St. N. Music Centre 
Bank of Montreal 608 Park Ave. Bank 
Royal Bank of Canada 602 Park Ave. Bank 
Dunwoody and Company 606 Park Ave. Accountants 
H. Shuster & Sons M. &J. Shuster 23 Third St. S. General Merchant 

.... 
Willy's Hair Styles William Parsons 37 Third St. S. Hairdresser 
Roger's Rug Shop D. Rogers 37 Third St. S. Rug Sales 
R.J.'s Glass Surgeons Rick Lovell 43 Third St. S. Glass Shop 

;" 

Carol's Boutique P. Nicholson 49 Third St. S. Hair Boutique 
Hoey Ceramics Audrey Hoey 608 Ashton Ave. Ceramics 
Manitoba Telephone System 75 Third St. S. Office-Tax Dept. 
Hickson Insulation Ltd. Clive Hickson 83 Third St. S. Insulation Company 
Beausejour Hotel 610 Park Ave. Hotel 
Diane's Laundry & Drycleaning Diane Tetreault 618 Park Ave. Laundromat 
Anthony's Florist Shop Joseph Steffes 612 Park Ave. Florist Shop 
Lyric Theatre Adolph Murray 612 Park Ave. Theatre 
Aronovitch and Leipsic Ltd. 612 Park Ave. Realty Office 
Video TV & Appliances Ltd. 620 Park Ave. Radio & TV 
Hair Designs By Lois Lois Kubesh 624 Park Ave. Hair Designer 
Neyedly's Clothing Store Violet L. Neyedly 630 Park Ave. Clothing Store 
Bellan, Schroeder & Baker 632 Park Ave. Law Offices 
Babee Jane's Fashions Jane Broesky 636 Park Ave. Dry Goods 

" 

Lewis Jewellers L. & A. Lewis 638 Park Ave. Jewellery ~'. 

Standard Radio Service William Splett 610 Park Ave. Radio Sales 
Beausejour Pic-A-Pop Lewis Germaine 642 Park Ave. Pop Shop 
Middleton Boni Hawranik William Middleton 644 Park Ave. Barristers 
Bergie's Douglas A. Bergman 654 Park Ave. General Store 
Chuck's Barber Shop Joseph Wolanin 648 Park Ave. Barber 
Beausejour Hafchery JohnJ. Funk 706 Park Ave. Hatchery & Feed Sales 
Beausejour Clinic Dr. Edward Otke 708 Park Ave. Medical Clinic 
Beausejour Clinic Dr. AH. Basman 708 Park Ave. Optometrist 
Beausejour Clinic Dr. Henry Leung 708 Park Ave. Dentist 
Beausejour Deli Leonard Langner 724 Park Ave. Take-Out Foods 
Agassiz Motors Ltd. 730 Park Ave. Implement Dealer 
Olde Home Bakery David B. Merry 726 Park Ave. Bakery 
Macleods E. Seib 738 Park Ave. Hardware 
John's Upholstery John Sywulski 731 Ashton Ave. Furniture Repair 
Wally's Electric Ltd. W. & P. Oneschuk 725 Ashton Ave. Electrical Shop 
Celia Singbeil Celia Singbeil 740 William Ave. Hair Dresser 

" 

," 
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Olojzy Jedrychowski Olojzy Jedrychowski 703 Dale Ave. Shoe Repair 
Sobetski Enterprises Ltd. Donald Sobetski 326 Fifth St. Tire Shop 
Swanees Sport Shop (vacant) John Swanson 607 Park Ave. 
Beausejour Consumers Co-op Third St. N. Gas Bar 
Beausejour Consumers Co-op Third St. N. Farm Supply Centre 
Beausejour Consumers Co-op 605 Park Ave. Grocery Store 
Alexandria Belton Alexandria Belton 521 William Ave. Hair Salon 
Margaret Westhoven Margaret Westhoven 645 Pine Ave. Hairdressing Shop 
Lucko Sales & Service M. Lucko Park Ave. Used CarLot 
Naaykens Transport Ltd. 80 First St. S. Trucking 
Mary Gmiterek Mary Gmiterek 713 James Ave. Hair Removal 
Tyndall Plumbing & Heating Terry Cherkoe Park Ave. Plumbing & Heating 
Town & Country Upholstery H. Theunissen 817 James Ave. Upholstery Shop 
Pfeifer Brothers J. & F. Pfeifer 354l1z Park Ave. Carpenters 
Provincial Office Building (Rest.) Stella Martin 20 First St. Restaurant 

:--
Alsip Brick Tile & Lumber Co. First St. Sand & Gravel 
Beausejour Hotel Helen Bilkoski 930 Park Ave. Motel 
Beausejour Bowling Lanes Karl Frank 814 Park Ave. Bowling Alley 

., 

Mickey's Billiards MichaelObrodovitch 810 Park Ave. PoolRoom 
Frank's Service Station Frank Wilgosh 822 Park Ave. Service Station 
Cam's Automotive & Farm Parts Ron Cameron 918 Park Ave. Parts Supply 
Kamaraus Garage William Kamaraus 931 Park Ave. Garage 
Allied Hardware 917 Park Ave. Hardware Store 
Kalos Enterprises Ltd. F. Kalinowsky 917 Park Ave. Carpets 
Beausejour Chrysler Dodge 901 Park Ave. Service Garage 
Manitoba Pool Elevators B Atlantic Ave. Grain Buyers 
United Grain Growers Atlantic Ave. Grain Buyers 
Manitoba Pool Elevators A Atlantic Ave. Grain Buyers 
Imperial Oil Limited B. Macintosh 79 First St. Bulk Oil Sales 
Texaco Canada Limited Lloyd Singbeil 99 Third St. S. Bulk Oil Sales 
Merke Bros. Gerald Merke 613 Atlantic Ave. Fertilizer Storage 
Shell Canada Ltd. Richard Kisiloski First St. S. Bulk Plant 
Kaatz Fuel Agencies William Kaatz 97 Third St. S. Bulk Oil Sales -' 

Beausejour Consumers Co-op Atlantic Ave. Bulk Oil Sales 
Imperial Oil Co. Ltd. Atlantic Ave. Fertilizer Warehouse 
Paul Duma & Mike Gusta Paul Duma 509 Second St. N. Auctioneers 
Gerald Wensel Gerald Wensel 66 Connor Place Electrolux Salesman 
James Graves James Graves 121 Second St. 5 Heating 
Wojcik Plumbing & Heating Albert Wojcik Box 1328 Heating 
Beausejour Electric Howard Litke 406 Fifth St. N. Electrical 
North Eastern Electric Brian Beger 400 First St. N. Electrical 

.-

Ron's Electric Ron Nikodem 502 Oak Ave. Electrical 
William Uskoski William Uskoski 225 Turner St. Refrigeration 
William Relf William Relf 334 First St. Masonry 
Rudy Busch Rudy Busch 612 Pine Ave. Masonry 
George Holowinski George Holowinski 433 Gertrude Ave. Masonry 
D. & A. Photography D. Houghton 58 Belle Place Photography 
Vi Bowcott Vi Bowcott 421 Poplar Ave. Electrolysis 
Grace Hladun Grace Hladun 405 Third St. N. Pirjo-Liisa Fashion 
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As one drives down Park Avenue in 
Beausejour in the year 1981, one sees a very 
properous and growing business community. The 
same is true if you were to go through Ladywood, 
St. Ouens or Cloverleaf. If you were transported 
back in time 70 years, you would also see two 
thriving municipalities. Businesses such as McAllis
ter's, Nemirovsky's, and the Commodore Cafe 

I CWe don i know where they all come from 

Sut we know where they all come to .. 

l3.::aus.::joul' Hol.::1 
CWhere every fiWeal is a J3anquet 

Comfortable and pleasan t 
surroundings 

Intimate pt!rsonal 
service 

Cosy and clean, with a 
home-like. restful 

atmosphere 

Our service has proved tu 
be our best advertising 

medium 

A:lIEHICAX and EUROPF.A1>< PLAK' 

The rea.R.onable rates and ex
ceptional quality of cuisine 
make thi,; a popular stopping 
place, 

CHICKEN AND TURKEY DINNERS 
EVERY SUNDAY 

During wet~k resenations can he made 
by appointment 

Phone or write - Phone 29 

ROBT, HAYES. Prop. 

BARBER SHOP - nILLJARD PARLOR 
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along with many others lined the main street of 
Beausejour. Stores such as Gabel's, Shul's and 
Struss's dotted the countryside of Brokenhead. 

If the past is any indication of the future, 
businesses and industries will continue to grow and 
flourish in Beausejour and the surrounding 
municipality. 

- Mark Dugard 

EASTERN MANITOBA IS FAMOUS FOR 
ITS PLEASURE LANDS 

l3.::aus.::joul' Aulo 
& ~a£hin.:: Shop 

is well known for paramount service 

The Premier Garage of Eastern Manitoba 
Right on Trans-Canada Highway 

Comfortable, Commodious Rest Rooms 
General Sen'ice Station for all makes of Cars 

9Jealer in EN'ew and Used ~ars 
OLDS}10BILE - CHEVROLET 

Free Crank Casf Service Safe Car Storage 

Swift Road Sen"ice 

Shop Phone No. 1 
Residence 49 

A. GRETZIKGER 
Prop. 



Unemployment in Beausejour during the Depression. 

Garson Quarries -late 1920's. 
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SECTION III: 

FAMILY HISTORIES 
The Ilchena Family History 

Andrew and Victoria Ilchena came to Canada in 
June ofi1900. They immigrated from Belzec, Poland, 
to Montreal from where they travelled by train to West 
Selkirk. Mr. Andrew Ilchena had two sisters who also 
came to this country. They were Mrs. Mike Chorney 
aRd Mrs. John Komadowski. Mrs. Victoria (Mucha) 
Ilchena had a sister and a brother who came from 
overseas; Mr. Mucha who is a relative of the Kanarowski 
family; and Mrs. Tom Banas. 

Ilchena Family back row from left to right: Frank, Joseph, 
Teenie Chorney, Mary, Bertha. In front John, Mother and 
Father Ilchena. 

Mr. A. Ilchena purchased a quarter section of 
land northeast of Beausejour. While the land was 
being cleared and his home was being built he and his 
wife lived with the Zolondek family. The home was 
built from spruce logs with dirt floors. The house 
consisted of two rooms and was 14' by 24' in size. 
Julian Ilchena was born in his parents' home on 
June 26, 1901 and was the first person christened in 
the St. Peter and st. Paul Church in Ladywood. 

Mr. A. Ilchena and neighbours used oxen and 
pulled scrapers to dig ditches and build the road in 
the area. Mr. Ilchena bought a team of horses in 1907, 
as they were a faster means of transportation and could 
also clear and plow land faster than oxen. In 1908, a 
new home was built. The home was 16' by 16' and 
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consisted of a kitchen, living room and bedroom. 
Wet conditions in 1912 brought good crops but 

meant a change in the way the hay would be cut. 
Instead of using a binder they had to use a hay mower. 
Threshing that year was done by the newly purchased 
portable steam engine and threshing machine. 

Julian first attended school at Bachman School 
until it burned and was renamed the Cromwell 
School. He attended Bachman/Cromwell School for 
four years before going to Green Oak for another two 
years. 

In 1922, Julian went south to St. Paul, Minnesota 
where he held many jobs. He first drove mules for a 
construction crew before going to the Dakotas to 
work on the harvest teams. From here he went to Des 
Moines, Iowa where he worked as a com husker. 
Then he returned to st. Paul where he worked as a 
rough carpenter for the st. Paul Railroad. On leaving 
this job he went to work as a dishwasher for the 
Athletic Club, later becoming cook and finally chef. 
He returned home in 1926 due to his father's illness. 
His father passed away in 1929 and left the land to 
Julian. 

Julian was married on his birthday in 1930 to 
Lillian Steffes. Julian and Lillian were married in the 
St. Mary's Church in Beausejour. Rev. L. Sajek, m.s. 
performed the ceremony. 

That same year he and his wife spent four 
months in Chicago with his uncle. This was the time 
of the Great Depression and jobs were scarce. In 1932 
Mrs. Victoria Ilchena passed away and in 1936 Julian 
auctioned off all the grain, machinery and horses. 
Realizing enough to payoff the debts left by his father 
he continued on as a cattle buyer. At this time Great 
West Life Assurance Co. got a hold of him by means 
of a paid up policy. They offered him a job as an 
interpreter for the Ukrainian and Polish clients of the 
area. In the late thirties he began his own agency 
covering an area east of Winnipeg to the Ontario 
border and from Hadashville to Grand Beach. To 
prevent the children from having to bus to school in 
Beausejour, Julian bought the Fawcett house in 1947. 
He and his family then moved to town. He lived here 
until 1968 when he retired and moved to a smaller 
home on Ashton. 

Mr. Ilchena was the first person appOinted to 
the Hospital Board by the government. Meetings 
were held in many schools in order to sell the need of 



the hospital to the people in the area. The first 
meeting was held in the Golden Bay School with 12 
people in attendance. Mr. Ilchena was then put in 
charge of the meetings. Along with B. Horodyski, J. 
Hoban, and M. Hoban, Mr. Ilchena was a founding 
member of the Sub-Council of the Knights of 
Columbus in 1948. 

By 1968, when Julian Ilchena retired from Great 
West Life, he had an outstanding record. He had 
qualified for the S-A-Month Club 113 consecutive 
times and for the Honor Roll 108 consecutive times. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Ilchena have one son and three 
daugh ters. They are: Andrew of T ranscona, a school 
principal in Windsor Park; Clara, Mrs. Bob Nolan of 

Brandon, a teacher; Mrs. Irene Klopak of Winnipeg, a 
nurse; and Mrs. Lyla Beluk of Winnipeg, a teacher. 

Mr. Ilchena has two brothers and four sisters 
still living: John of Hamilton, Ontario; Frank of 
Chicago, Illinois; Mrs. Katie Urbanski of Beausejour; 
Mrs. Mary Kubesh of Vancouver; Mrs. Bertha Szajewski 
of Kenora; and Sister Victoria, o.s.b. at St. Benedict 
Manor in Arborg. Two other brothers have passed 
away. 

In his retirement, Mr. Ilchena has purchased a 
winter home in Santa Rosa, Texas, where he is known 
as the "walking Canadian with the frozen brain". In 
the summer he spends his time either at home or out 
at his cabin at Bird River. 

Alexander Waddell Family History 

Alexander Waddell was bom in Harriston, Ontario 
on May 3, 1883. He received his education in his 
hometown and then left as a young man to begin as a 
telegrapher with the C.N.R.. After a brief employment, 
he joined the C.P.R., and in 1909 was appointed as 
C.P.R. agent in Ignace, Ontario, which was a very busy 
railway center. His second position was in Beausejour. 
The C.P.R. through Beausejour was then a part of the 
Trans Canada main line. In 1882, the C.P.R. main line 
went directly from Winnipeg to Kenora east; thus 
the railroad from Winnipeg through Beausejour to 
Lac Du Bonnet became the branch line known as the 
Lac Du Bonnet line. 

In 1913, Alexander married Myrtle Burrows of 
Winnipeg, and they settled in Beausejour. They had 
four children: Dufferin, Jack and William (twins), and 
Doreen. They attended the local school. completing 
their education at the University of Manitoba, Wesley 
College, and business college. 
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The three sons served in the Second World 
War. Jack lost his life in El Alamain, Africa. Dufferin 
resides in Victoria, B.C., and Doreen (Adams) resides 
in Winnipeg. 

Mr. Waddell served as Mayor of Beausejour for 
several years, and was also a Trustee and Chairman 
of the School Board. During the War, he served as 
Chairman of the Victory Loan Drive for a short time. 
Alexander Waddell was active in organizing sports 
such as hockey and baseball, and was also a charter 
member of the Curling Rink. He was also interested in 
political issues. 

Mr. Waddell's last years of C.P.R. service were 
as agent in Portage La Prairie. He resided in Sidney, 
B.C., Vancouver Island the last eight years of his life 
and died on September 18, 1964. His wife Myrtle now 
lives in Sidney, B.C. 

By: Myrtle Waddell 



Ottenbreit Family History 

John and Christina Ottenbreit came from 
Beckersdorf, Austria, in 1904, bringing with them 
four children. They were John, Catherine, Caroline 
and Anton. They made their exodus from Beckers
dorf with many families, who came to this country, 
settling either in Cromwell or Ladywood. Like most 
settlers of that day, the Ottenbreits had a humble 
beginning. They settled on an eighty acre farm 
which they purchased from Ignace Domanski. 
Situated on this farm was a log house, barn and 
granary. The land was mostly bush and swamp. A 
fifty foot deep well was dug. Since good water was 
scarce in the community, farmers from a distance of 
two and a half miles brought their cattle to water. 

John and Christina Ottenbreit. 

The Ottenbreits used oxen until 1910. Then 
they traded them for a team of horses. The horses. 
however. died from swamp fever. This type of disease 
was quite common in the early days. killing many 
horses. 

The children, John, and daughters Catherine 
and Caroline. married and left home. Anton was left 
alone to take care of the farm. Anton's father died in 
1931 and the mother died in 1958. She was 95 years 
of age. 

Anton enlarged the farm by buying 100 acres. 
He now had 180 acres. all in cultivation. He built new 
buildings. but in order to do that he cut logs for four 
winters, then sawed them into lumber at Harry 
Holyk's saw mill in Brightstone. 

Anton married Mary Kazina of Tyndall. They 
worked hard and were successful in farming. Anton 
and his wife were members of the Brokenhead 
Agricultural Society for forty years. He won eight red 
ribbons for his grain entries. Anton also served on the 
church board of Sts. Peter and Paul Roman Catholic 
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Parish in Ladywood. of which they were members. 
When farming became too arduous for them they sold 
part of the farm and retired to Beausejour. 

Anton and Mary Ottenbreit, 1939. 

In Beausejour. as a member of the Beausejour 
Knights of Columbus Council 5870. Anton acted as 
chairman for six years of the March of Dimes canvass. 
He was also member of the Beausejour Housing 
Authority. and also the curator of the Beausejour
Brokenhead Historical Museum. When St. Mary's 
Parish was building a Parish Centre. Anton was on the 
fund raising committee. Mrs. Ottenbreit is a very 
active member of the St. Mary's Catholic Womens 
League. and the Beausejour Hospital Auxiliary. She is 
always a willing canvasser for the March of Dimes and 
the Red Cross. 

The Ottenbreits have four children. Ernest is 
married to Margaret Smith. daughter of the late Harry 
Smith of Lydiatt. He is a diesel mechanic in 
Winnipeg. Richard is married to Sandy Munroe of 
Winnipeg. and is a teacher in Winnipeg. Leonard is 
single and also a teacher. Phyllis is married to Wally 
Oneschuk of Beausejour. He is in the electrical 
business. 

Ernie, Phyllis, Grandma Ottenbreit, Leonard and Richard. 

The Ottenbreits are well known in the community 
as ready and willing hard workers. 



Hoban Family History 

The new province of Manitoba attracted many 
settlers in the last years of the nineteenth century. lt 
is due to the hard work and perseverance of these 
pioneers that this is the pleasant and prosperous land 
it has become today. 

Among those who came from Ontario to Selkirk 
in 1877 were Michael Hoban and his wife, Anne 
Jordan. Both were of Irish descent. having immigrated 
to Ontario in the 1840's. They had a large family often 
children; Cecelia (McDonaldL Annie (Orr), Mary 
Ellen (Fawcett), Maggie (Sinnott), Eliza (Belgea), 
Michael James, Frank and William Clarence. Two of 
their children died in infancy. Their twelve year old 
son, Frank was tragically struck and killed by lightning 
while riding his horse from Beausejour to their home 
farm. 

Michael Hoban. 

Michael and Anne Hoban in 1898. Irene - deceased. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hoban moved from Selkirk to 
Brokenhead in 1889. They purchased a farm on the 
Brokenhead River, later known as Hoban's Park. Mr. 
Hoban farmed this land until his death in 1900 at the 
age of 63. 

Mrs. Anne Hoban was for many years the only 
midwife in the district, often acting as nurse and 
housekeeper. She died in 1917 at the home of her 
daughter, Mrs. Dan Fawcett in the old house, still 
standing, on Third Street. She was 76 years old. 
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Michael James Hoban, familiarly known as 
Mike, farmed for a few years at St. Ouens. In 1896 he 
married Anne Beatrice Fenelon of Newcastle, New 
Brunswick. Leaving the farm in 1905, he found 
employment with C. A. Maddin, who ran a general 
store and hotel on the corner of what is now Pacific 
and Third Street. Mr. and Mrs. Hoban built a house 
on Ashton Avenue, which was dismantled a few 
years ago, the family having lived in it for 68 years. 

After he left Mr. Maddin's employ, Mike Hoban 
went into partnership with R. S. Beatty, in the Massey 
Harris Implement Agency. When the partnership 
dissolved, he became clerk of the Rural Municipality 
of Brokenhead and the Village of Beausejour. In 
1909, he was Secretary-Treasurer of the first Town 
Council, a position he held until his death in 1924 at 
the age of 50. 

lt should be mentioned that Mr. Hoban was for 
many years the town auctioneer. Old timers have 
remarked that attending one of his sales was as good 
as a circus. With his Irish wit, he kept them 
entertained and amused. His powers of persuasion 
were sure to guarantee a sale of what might be useless 
junk, but in such a whimsical manner, the purchaser 
got his money's worth in laughter. lt has been said 
that he once sold two left shoes to a bemused buyer. 
Odd and interesting unsold articles he would often 
buy and bring home to the delight of the younger 
children. 

He was always interested and active in promot
ing sports, especially hockey and baseball. He 
umpired some exciting ball games between the three 
competing teams of Beausejour, Tyndall and White
mouth. For several years the C.P.R. ran a special train 
for the first of July celebrations, alternating between 
the towns of Beausejour and Whitemouth. Before the 
days of movies, radio and television, this was the 
great event of the year, eagerly anticipated by young 
and old alike. 

After Mr. Hoban died, Mrs. Hoban was active in 
the community for many years. She was elected the 
first woman member of the school board. She was 
also the first president of the Women's Institute and 
organist of St. Mary's Church for a number of years. 
Of great interest to her were her years as Brown Owl 
with the Brownies. She worked actively with this 
group of young girls, not only coaching them in the 
Brownie code of ethics, but in some cases, supplying 
the material and making their uniforms. She died in 
1963 at the age of 92. 

Ten children were born to Michael and Anne 
Hoban, of whom four died in infancy. Surviving were 
Nellie (Larson), Jack, Gerald, Bert, Kathleen (Christian) 
and Marguerite (Wayne). Gerald and Marguerite have 
since died. The others live in Beausejour at present. 



The Crawford Family History 
(1908-1941) 

James Duncan Crawford came to Beausejour in 
1908 as a very young lawyer and opened the first law 
office in the town. The office was located in a brick 
building owned by Joseph Shaw, on a lot just east of 
the present Gretsinger Garage. 

Mr. Crawford later purchased this building and 
used it as his office until the late 1930's. Several years 
before this time Mr. Crawford had been stricken by 
multiple sclerosis. When he became confined to a 
wheelchair he practised law from his home with his 
wife, who had been a legal secretary, assisting him. 
His office was taken over by the law firm of Drach and 
Matlin. 

Mr. Crawford was born in December 1884 in the 
Point Douglas area of Winnipeg, the second son of 
Joseph and Lucinda Crawford. His father was one of 
the first fifty young men recruited for the the newly
formed North West Mounted Police in Kingston, 
Ontario, in 1873 and was posted to Winnipeg and to 
Fort Macleod the following year. 

In 1913 Mr. Crawford married Margaret Lyall of 
Portage la Prairie. He had met her while articling with 
the Winnipeg law firm of Spice and Symington where 
she was a secretary. Mr. Crawford often remarked, 
jokingly, that it took him seven years to convince 
Margaret Lyall that she should marry a struggling 
young lawyer. 

Their first and only home in Beausejour was 
also purchased from the Shaw family. It was located 
on a large treed lot between Dale and Gertrude 
Avenues almost directly behind the law office. There 
are now several homes on the former Crawford 
property. 

The Crawfords had six children, one son and 
five daughters. The son, Jack, and the youngest 
daughter, Joan, died of typhoid fever in 1925. The 
four surviving daughters are: Jean Richardson of 
Pismo Beach, California; Margaret Snell of Salmon 
Arm, British Columbia; Grace Wiegand of Thunder 
Bay, Ontario; Frances Pearson of Sandy Hook, Manitoba. 

During his early years in Beausejour, Mr. Craw
ford was very active in community affairs. He was 
secretary of the Springfield Provincial Liberal Assoc
iation. He was solicitor for the Town of Beausejour 
and for the municipalities of Brokenhead, Lac du 
Bonnet and Whitemouth. He also introduced the 
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planting of fruit trees suitable to the prairie climate. 
These trees were given to the Beausejour school 
students as prizes for their scholastic achievements. 
The maple trees still growing by the Anglican Church 
were donated by him in the early 1920's. 

Mrs. Crawford was also active in the community. 
For many years she was a member of the Women's 
Institute and of the United Church Ladies' Aid. She 
and Mrs. Mike Hoban were the first women to serve 
on the Beausejour School Board. 

The Crawfords had a great love of children and 
throughout the 20's and early 30's their big yard was a 
favourite playground and meeting place for Beause
jour children. There was always a large sand box, a 
swing, a playhouse and lots of room for baseball, 
hide-and-seek and even a theatre in the old barn. 
Each Halloween there was a party for numerous 
children. The highlight of the party was a pull-taffy 
session using the special taffy made by Mrs. Crawford. 
The finished products, of assorted shapes and sizes, 
also had a wide variety of colours ranging from pure 
creamy-white to dismal grey-browns, depending upon 
the state of the puller's hands. 

Mr. Crawford died in Beausejour in May, 1941. 
Mrs. Crawford sold their home the following year and 
moved to Winnipeg where she lived for several years. 
She died in Thunder Bay in September, 1971. Both 
Mr. and Mrs. Crawford were buried in the family 
plot in the Beausejour Cemetery. 

The four Crawford daughters still keep in touch 
with many old Beausejour friends. They remember 
with fondness their growing-up years in Beausejour. 
There are memories of skating on the outdoor rink 
near the school; of tobogganing on home-made 
sleighs and pieces of cardboard at the sand pit; of 
swimming every summer at Hoban's or Dugard's Park 
on the Brokenhead River; of attending Sunday school 
picnics at Towles or Bush's farm; of taking part in 
Christmas concerts in the old municipal hall and 
later, the big new Town Hall. 

Small towns such as Beausejour boast a long 
and lively history. For 33 years the Crawford family 
were very much a part of this history and, like many 
who came before and after, they found Beausejour a 
fine place in which to live. 



President and Members of the 
Beausejour W.I. 

Beausejour, Manitoba 
May I, 1928 

PIONEER DAYS 

Coming from the South of England in the 
Spring of 1888 my husband, myself and two children, 
we spent a few months in Winnipeg then went to 
Morden where we settled as I thought, permanently. 

But it was not so to be, for my husband and 
three brothers desirous of homesteading chose in less 
than two years, what seemed to them an ideal place. 
This was no other than Brokenhead, 15 miles north of 
Beausejour, and on the East side of the Brokenhead 
River. 

My husband left me in Morden, to join his 
brothers and build a house before sending for me. On 
reaching Beausejour, however, he was told by several 
that the homestead would be nothing but a disappoint
ment, as no one could possibly make a living until the 
country on the East side of the river was drained. 
Instead of going further my husband, follOwing the 
advice given, built a small log house and a blacksmith 
shop. These stood, as near as I can remember, about 
where Mr. Wyrzykowski's store now stands. Itproved 
only too true about the homesteads, for the following 
fall they had to be abandoned. Two of the three 
brothers came out, the other being claimed by the 
Brokenhead River. The poor young man, only twenty
three, was trying to cross the river on a fallen tree to 
cut short the way home, and being of very poor sight 
and very nervous, he lost his balance and being 
entangled in the branches below, was never seen 
alive again. His body, recovered after five days, lies 
buried on the bank near the spot where he was 
drowned. This, of course, left a very sad remembrance 
whenever we thought of those homesteads, and it 
seemed to check the desire in all of the boys to go 
homesteading again. Many were the hardships 
experienced on the homestead, but the sad 
drowning minimized them all. 

I ought to have mentioned that it was through 
the kindness of the late Mr. J. L. Turner that my 
husband put up the house and blacksmith shop. 
Early in May, I came to Beausejour with the two 
children and here is where my experience in this 
district begins. 

I qUite thought I was coming to a little log 
house, and many were the plans tucked away for 
making it homey and nice. Well, there was the house 
sure enough, but the roof was not on, the floor was 
not laid down and windows not there. "What ever 
shall we do?" I said. "Look here!" said my better-half, 
"Everything's all right. See, I've partitioned off a piece 
of the blacksmith shop. We can stay here till the 

house is finished." It was no use to complain for help 
was scarce and money more so. So I tried to feel 
happy over it until the third morning, when I had to 
get ready for school. I did not tell you yet that I had 
obtained a permit to teach, and the new school was 
just completed. I taught the remainder of the year 
(1890) and part of the next. My salary was $35.00 per 
month. I believe that I lost control of my temper that 
morning, and I forget what I threatened, but anyhow 
the house was so far advanced when I returned that 
we could move into it. Of course, it wasn't finished 
but at least it had a window in it. That's what the Black 
Hole of Calcutta, as I called it, had not. 

I found the teaching very hard. Some pupils in 
every grade, from the primary up, and I always 
sympathize with the teacher of a rural school. 

My skies were sunny once again with a house to 
live in, no landlord to come collecting the rent every 
month. My next joy was a cow and I set myself to milk 
it. It was not easy for the cow or myself and I know I 
was a long time about it but I sang a song to the cow to 
take her mind off me. Presently she boxed my ears 
with her tail and walked off. I had to excuse her of 
course. After that we both behaved better. 

I was very proud when I set the milk away in 
shallow pans (creamers were not yet in vogue) but 
my joy soon turned to sorrow when I stepped on a 
board that wasn't nailed yet. How did I know there 
were no nails in Beausejour? After a few more 
spillings the floor was nailed and I was happy once 
more. 

I had now to learn how to make butter, so after 
finding out who the good butter makers were I went to 
see them and took a pencil and paper. I found out all 
they could tell me, but I needed more than that. One 
has to have practical experience and the same with 
bread, I found, and with so many drawbacks to reckon 
with - no ice - no cool milk-house etc., it is sometimes 
very discouraging. 

In May 1892 we had a misfortune. A spark from 
the house chimney set fire to the stable and blacksmith 
shop, both of which were demolished. This was a 
great setback as the money which I had earned 
teaching had been used to buy wood -work for wagons 
and buggies, and of course, was lost. 

Being unable to buy any land in Beausejour for 
the reason that it was soon to be surveyed and made 
into town lots, my husband bought a farm on the 
Brokenhead River, two miles east of Beausejour. I was 
not pleased about this as I always understood that it is 
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a mistake to launch out in farming unless you know 
something about it. but the thing was done and I must 
make the best of it. 

We put up a shanty and moved to the farm in 
October 1902. and in the spring cleared an acre or so 
for a garden - very hard work. but we were all repaid in 
the wonderful growth of vegetables. 

The outdoor work had a charm for me as did 
also raising stock. I loved every living thing we 
possessed - even the pigs. which I maintain. are far 
more intelligent than we give them credit for. 

The first butter that I tried to sell. I brought to 
the only store at that time in Beausejour. and was 
offered ten cents a pound. I took it home and sent it 
to Winnipeg where I received twenty-five cents a 
pound. the top price in those days. That old store still 
stands as if to remind us of those hard days. 

I felt very anxious to make my few cows 
produce more butter for me. and I experimented this. 
Having an old hand-made coffee-mill. picked up from 
some old scrap-heap. I ground up every night during 
one winter. a tin plate full of each of wheat. barley and 
oats. This I put in a large iron kettle and filled it with 
water. Next day I cooked it and at noon mixed up a 
portion with bran for each milking cow. I had three 
then. The result was miraculous, and if I could 
remember the depth in inches of that cream you 
probably would not believe it. but you can try it and 
decide for yourselves if it is true. 

So we struggled on. working often beyond our 
strength. with no prospect of anything different. 

In 1895 the MuniCipality held its first Agricultural 
Show. which to us seemed quite an event. This would 
give the farmers something to aim at. and keen 
competition in everything will exist. It was on. the 
;occasion of the third of these annual shows that a 
never-to-be-forgotten fire took place. The country 
had been shrouded in smoke for days and days. and 
everything seemed waiting for a chance to burn. 
During the afternoon the wind blew a terrible hurricane 
and fire was seen in every direction. People at once 
hurried away and often had to urge their horses 

through burning grass. The next day we heard that 
the north country had suffered most. eight persons 
burned to death. - the remains of horses and cattle 
visible about the charred prairie and many people 
homeless. We were among the fortunate although the 
burning bush near the house made it impossible to 
stay inside and we passed the first part of the night by 
the river. We shall not forget how the people from 
Winnipeg came to the rescue. Lumber. furniture. 
bedding and stoves were sent to the homeless. 
Desolation seemed to reign supreme for a while. 

Just as things were getting normal again. our 
turn came. In April 1902 our house was destroyed by 
fire. Now. I thought. we will surely quit farming and 
try something else. The next morning there were 
thirty neighbours - real neighbours - with axes. 
logging chains and teams. and in less than two weeks 
a log house which boasted the best made corners (the 
chief art in building with logs) that has ever been seen 
in this district. stood ready for us to enter. The only 
interference we were allowed was to say just where 
the house should stand and where we would like the 
doors and windows. 

Can there be anything to exceed such whole
hearted kindness? To us it was overpowering. and we 
have made it our duty ever since to help others as far 
as is in our power. which is the only way one can show 
their appreciation. 

We remained on the farm until the following 
summer when we sold out and built the home where 
we now live. 

In conclusion I would like to say that I look 
back on those hard times on the farm. as the best 
school I ever had. where one learns things greater 
than Book-lore. The children of which there were 
now three received the training which has served 
them in good stead. 

Yours respectfully. 

Sgd. Annie Howland. 
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HowlandFamily History 

Harry and Annie Howland - June 1927. 

Mr. and Mrs. Howland were active members of 
the Beausejour community, especially the st. James 
Anglican Church. Here Mrs. Howland was the 
organist for many years. She was also the first teacher 
in Beausejour, as mentioned in her letter. 

Mr. and Mrs. Howland operated the Howland 
House, which was a temperance hotel; this means 
they served no liquor. It was primarily for accomoda
tin of commercial travellers, and some of the bank 
staff and teachers boarded there. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Howland had three children. They 
are Charlie, a railroader who lives in Thunder Bay; 
Ernie, also a railroader, now deceased; and Cecelia. 
Cecelia worked as a stenographer for J.D.Crawford, a 
local lawyer. She married Dave McAlister. He ran a 
local lumber yard and lumber business. 

The Howlands will long be remembered as two 
of the sturdy stock of pioneers who helped build 
Beausejour. 

1._ 



Ludwig Pastula Family History 

Ludwig (Louis) Pastula was born in Poland in 
1882. In 1904 he married Clara Siwak. They had three 
children, Helen, Joe and Eddie. All three were born in 
Poland. 

Left: Ludwig Pastula in front of 719 Park Avenue, 1945. Right: 
Dolly and Vickie Pastula in front of their house and store. 
Taken on November 10, 1935. 

In 1910 Mrs. Pastula came to Canada, alone. 
She came to look for a place to live and work. She left 
the children in the care of Louis and a baby-sitter. 
She landed in Winnipeg and found work. After saving 
enough money, she sent for Louis and the children. 
They came in 1911. 

The family stayed in Winnipeg for a while and 
then moved on to Arborg. Here Louis worked as a 
shoe repairer. They were very unhappy there. After a 
year or two they moved back to Winnipeg. 

While in Winnipeg they met Mr. and Mrs. 
Google of Beausejour; they recommended Beausejour 
as a good place to live. In 1915 Ludwig and Clara 
moved to Beausejour with their children. 

Clara had a second-hand store on Third Street, 
where the Manitoba Telephone Building now stands. 
Ludwig went into business making and fixing shoes. 

The Pastulas first rented the house on 
Gertrude, which was later known as the Ed Gusse 
house. Later they bought the Purdy house, on the 
present site of'Vickie's Snack Bar'. Mrs. Purdy used 
to keep chickens, ducks, turkeys and even a mule in 
the house. 

Finally in 1925 they tore down their house, and 
built the present one. Ludwig had his own shoe
maker shop, and Clara started a restaurant. She, at 
first, sold sausages and bread, and home made soup 
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and pies. She was also very active in the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

Ludwig was very handy as he could make shoes 
for anyone that had foot problems. This trade he 
learned in the old country. He had had an accident in 
Poland, and was lame most of his life. This made it 
necessary for him to have special shoes. 

Pastulas also had an ice-house in the backyard 
which was filled with ice from the Brokenhead River. 
This ice was used in the ice box in the restaurant. 

Park Avenue was just a dirt road. It had ditches 
on both sides, and this is where the children played. 
Right next to the buildings was a boardwalk. Mr. 
Pastula later owned the old Kamaraus house on Park 
East. He rented out this house for $8.00 a month. 

Clara made many trips to Winnipeg by bus to 
pick up big bags of old shoes. Ludwig would repair 
them, and then they would be sold. 

The Ludwig Pastula residence: the shoemaker shop is on the 
right side. Taken in 1945. 

Clara and Ludwig had nine children. They are 
all living except for Eddie, who died as an infant. 
Helen, Betty, Dolly and Joe all live in Winnipeg, 
Katherine in Portage la Prairie, and Bill in Duncan, 
B.C.. Vickie lives in Beausejour, and operates the 
'Vickie's Snack Bar', on the homeplace. She has 
operated this restaurant since 1950. Stanley has lived 
in Beausejour all of his life. Stanley married Toini 
Salonen of Red Deer, Alberta. Toini raised her own 
chickens right in 'Vickie's' backyard. An odd person 
would see the big seven-pound rooster. Toini remembers 
selling these roosters for 75<1: each at Thanksgiving. 

Stanley worked next door at the Highway 
Garage, where the 7 -11 building is. In 1947 he worked 
at the Abe Friesen garage, where the Co-op store is, 
and later at "B.E.R.Motors" where Bumper to Bumper 
is now located. 

Clara Pastula passed away in June of 1945, and 
Ludwig in March of 1950, both after lengthy illnesses. 
They are both buried in the Beausejour Cemetery. 

By: Toini Pastula 



Thomas (Tymko) Hlady Family History 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hlady immigrated to 
Canada in 1900 from the Ukraine. They settled on a 
homestead in the Cromwell district. They were one of 
the founding families of the St. Demetrius Ukrainian 
Church in Ladywood. 

They had four sons and three daughters. They 
were Minnie (Rycar), Mrs. Kizilik, Mrs. Dudar, 
Michael Panko, Jacob and Andrew. 

Minnie married a young farmer from the Gonor 
area, in 1913. Harry and Minnie Rycar farmed for 
fifteen years in the Cromwell area. In 1928 they went 
into the general merchandise business, buying the 
stock from Ben Pereles. They operated the store for 
25 years until 1940. Upon retirement they sold the 
store and stock to Steve Kianski. The store is 
presently called "Bergies". 

Mr. and Mrs. Rycar had one daughter, Jennie. 
Jennie married Joseph (Chuck) Wolanin, a local 
barber. 

The R ycars were members of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church of the Holy Ghost. Mr. Rycar was on 
the church executive for 25 years. Mrs. Rycar 
was a member of the Church Sisterhood. Both were 
very hard workers in their parish. 

Mr. Rycar died in 1975. Mrs. Rycar spent her 
last years in the Beausejour Hospital, and the East 
Gate Personal Care Home. Surviving them is their 
only child; Jennie Wolanin. Chuck and Jennie have 
three children: Cathy (Rowan), Linda and David. 
Cathy and John have two children. 

Left to right: Minnie Rycar, Jennie (Rycar) Wolanin, Harry Rycar (prop.), Jacob Hlady, Michael Hlady Jr., 
Michael Hlady (Detroit), Mrs. Dennis. 
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Who are our senior citizens? Manitoba Beaver, 
1973 

Meet Mr. Julius Hintz 

Mr. Hintz is a friendly gentleman with a ready 
smile who belies his age of 74. He was born on 
January 11,1899 in the Province ofWolingen, Russia. 
Fifth in a family of 11 he had two brothers and six 
sisters and lived on a small farm. While attending 
school in the winter months he received his education 
in the Russian language in the forenoon and German 
language in the afternoon. 

They had two or three horses, a walking plow 
and a set of harrows to work the land. Nothing else 
was available. All farm work, seeding, harvesting, 
threshing, etc. was done by man. The family also had 
from 10 to 15 head of cattle. 

These were happy times. The First World War 
broke out in 1914. A year later at the age of 16 their 
lives were disrupted. The German people were 
ordered out leaving house and property. They only 
brought what they could carry. A roof was built over 
their wagon and it was located with their most 
important belongings. Bread cut into slices and dried 
hard filled many bags full for food on their journey. 

They moved slowly hoping to be called back 
home until the police caught up with them. They 
made them move on faster to parts unknown. It was 
rough travelling. One night it rained so much that 
everything was wet, even inside the wagon. It was so 
very cold that teeth rattled and the horses shivered so 
hard it almost knocked them off their feet. The sun 
came out the next morning to warm and dry them. 

Two weeks later they heard the good news that 
whoever had a son or a husband in the Russian Army 
were allowed to go back home. Not waiting to be told 
twice they returned much more quickly to their farm. 

On their return they found that their crop was 
almost harvested. They received a small share of it. 

They prepared for winter and as they were 
almost finished, shortly before Christmas, they were 
ordered to drive to the closest railway station. This 
was Gostepol about 30 to 35 miles away. Once again 
they packed their belongings. They were followed by 
people ready to pick up whatever the family would 
leave behind. 

People and their belongings were loaded into 
cattle cars. On each end of the car, two planks were 
fastened. One under the roof and another above the 
floor. This is where they slept. There were a couple of 
families to one car. During the two weeks it took to 
reach their destination, it was impossible to keep 
clean. They were infested with fleas, lice, etc. At 
some stations, hot water called 'Kipjatok' was obtained 
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for tea or coffee. Sometimes there was a prepared 
meal. 

On their arrival at Orenburg their possessions 
were loaded into sleighs. It was a long trip in deep 
Russia and no one had the proper clothing save the 
teamsters driving the sleighs. To keep warm they ran 
behind the sleigh. Mr. Hintz and his two sisters were 
separated from the rest of the family. They were re
united two weeks later. 

A house was found and shared with three other 
families. Each family had one room. The family took 
ill except for the parents. His older brother had died 
in the war and now, one by one, his five sisters died. 
He and a younger brother and sister recovered. It was 
spring, and the family was destitute and not strong 
enough to work yet. 

There was fertile soil which produced heavy 
crops. The farmers kept many horses to work the land 
and when this was finished the horses were put to 
pasture. The Russians have what they call Steppi, 
(prairie to us). A man is hired to herd the horses and 
Mr. Hintz was hired as a helper. He would herd 330 
horses. When winter came he worked for farmers. 

In 1917 there was no shortage of food as long as 
you had money. They noticed that there was less food 
on sale in the market. First it was by the week, and 
then it was by the day. 

This was the year that the prison doors were 
opened and all the criminals were let out. Everybody 
shouted 'Sloboda', freedom. Starvation was on the 
increase and so were killings and murders. People ate 
whatever they found, even human flesh. 

Most vivid in his memory is .market day in a 
little town of 'Petrolsk'. There was a great crowd of 
people. People were everywhere, even on the roof
tops. The night before four men had been caught 
fitting keys on the warehouse of the large store 
'Warganof. These men had been sentenced to die. 
While Mr. Hintz made his way to market he came 
upon the body of a man covered in blood. He was told 
that the four men were killed by a father and son with 
a crowbar. 

Not too far from where they lived, the Russian 
Czar and his family were killed. Mr. Hintz' father had 
received a gold medal from the Czar for his work in 
court. The medal was buried and the family prepared 
to leave. They feared for the father's life because 
anyone who had worked for the Czar was also killed. 

Now that the Czar was dead they were free to go, 
but there was little money left. People were beginning 



to die from hunger. They paid for their fare home with 
what money they had. 

Their home was no longer called Russia. It was 
the Ukraine. Their land had been taken over by 
someone else and they were not even allowed into the 
house. German soldiers were everywhere. It was 
difficult to find a place in which to live as they had no 
money. They did find a shack which they repaired. 
They worked for farmers and received in lieu of cash, 
potatoes and some rye which was crushed and made 
into bread. 

In 1918 the German government offered to 
settle them in the Occupied Territory. They accepted 
and were once more on the move. It was a lovely 
place. Two months later the troops were ordered 
out. The war had ended. When they had arrived at 
this settlement there were only some soldiers and 
some 20 families with the Hintzs. Now people were 
rushing over the hill. Once again they lost their 
belongings. They were rescued by German soldiers. 

They were taken to Pruschanalager which was in 
the Ukraine. Here they stayed for two weeks before 
leaving for Germany and a new way of life. There was 
also a food shortage here, but a better system of 
distribution. "Either we all live or we all die" said Mr. 
Hintz. 

Just before Christmas 1918 they arrived in 
Koenigsberg and went to work on farms. Mr. Hintz 
spent six years in Germany. 

The faded address of an uncle and aunt, Mr. 
and Mrs. George Buss was found among their papers. 
They had lost contact with each other during the war. 
He wrote inquiring about work in Canada. The letter 
reached the Buss family in Golden Bay on October 29, 
1924. When he arrived at nightfall there was no snow 
but the next morning there was about five inches. 
Neighbours who later became good friends offered 
him work making fence posts. They were Mr. and Mrs. 
Fred Dreger and the late Adolf Hastman. 

He went to the bush in the Julius district with a 
team of horses and saw a Canadian swamp for the first 
time. He had never seen this in the Old Country. It 
was impossible to walk on and he wondered how they 
would ever haul the loads out. Much to his surprise, 
they managed it. 

He helped his uncle that winter with the chores. 
Every day a load of wood was brought from the bush 
until there 25 loads. The wood would be cut with the 
bucksaw. 

When spring came he travelled to Regina and 
then to Lang. There he worked briefly for Mr. Dohm 
until he found work on the Bill Smith farm. He stayed 
there eight months, receiving $50.00 per month. It 
was while working here that he learned to speak 
English. 
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His parents, brother and sister arrived in Canada 
in the fall of 1925. 

Returning to Golden Bay, he worked with the 
late Bill Bethel. This farm was sold to the late Mr. 
Mullens. Mr. Hintz married Helena Buss in 1927. 
They bought land in 1928 at 8% interest. It was 
impossible to start farming without a plow, horses 
and money, so he worked out for another year. With a 
family coming a 14 x 20 foot house of rough lumber 
was·built. 

Mr. and Mrs. Julius 
Hintz on their 
wedding day -
April 12, 1927. 

It was a time of depression, and prices were so 
low that they did not cover storage costs. There were 
dust storms, and the crops were very poor. There was 
no money in cattle or hogs. A good cow sold for $9.00 
and a 600 pound pig for $7.00 live weight and a 
dressed 150 pound pig for $5.00. 

There was no danger of starving here as there 
was always a hit of grain. Wheat was crushed for 
porridge, coffee, etc. Wood for heating and cooking 
was plentiful in the bush. He sold wood and received 
$2.00 to $2.50 for a cord of poplar and $3.00 for a cord 
of birch or tamarack. 

In the 30's he and his team of four horses 
worked to build the old No.1 Highway. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hintz farmed in Golden Bay until 
1947 when they moved to the Brokenhead area. They 
retired to Beausejour in 1964. 

They have eight children: Dorothy Hintz in 
Winnipeg, Mrs. Olga Ockerlund in East Kildonan, 
Mrs. Helen Tober in St. Vital, Alfred in Watrous, 
Saskatchewan, Mrs. Lorene Kenyon in St. Vital, Mrs. 
Edna Otto in Fort Garry, Mrs. Adeline Kopp in 
Edmonton and Elmer in Beausejour. There are 13 
grandchildren. 

Mr. Hintz' brother Henry and sister, Mrs. Augusta 
Grenke live in Beausejour. 

Looking back on his life, Mr. Hintz says that 
throughout his lifetime people have never had better 
times than they have right now. In the tough times of 
the past people were glad to have a loaf of bread on 
the table. Nearly everyone is well fed now. 

You have certainly had a very exciting life, Mr. 
Hintz. Best wishes for many more years. Also 
congratulations to you and your wife on your recent 
46th wedding anniversary. 



John Galay Family History 

Theodore Galay and his wife Katherine, were 
born in Nowosiulka, Podhajce, Poland. Mr. Galay 
emigrated to Canada in 1908. Mrs. Galay, with her 
three children, Michael, John and Nicholas, arrived 
in 1910. 

Mr. and Mrs. Galay settled in Ladywood, in a 
rented house. Mr. Galay obtained employment with 
Joseph Omichinski, doing various types of work, from 
farming to lumbering, as at that time the Omichin
skis operated a saw mill in conjunction with their 
farm. He was so employed for two years. 

Ted Galay was a coachman for a wealthy land 
owner in the old country, and even though he was not 
very familiar with farming, he filed for a homestead in 
1912. He built a shelter for his family, also a barn, and 
moved to the homestead, a part of section 35,15,9 
East. Five more children were born in Canada: 
Joseph, Victor, Carrie, Walter and Mary. 

There was no Ukrainian Catholic Church in the 
district, so the family attended the Roman Catholic 
Church in Brightstone, four miles distant. 

Son, Walter, served in the Armed Forces during 
the Second World War. Mr. Galay died in 1939, and 
Mrs. Galay died in 1965. At the end of the war Walter 
returned home and took over the farm. The home 
farm has since been sold. Son, John, married Lena 
Garbolinski of Lowland. He bought a farm in the 
Dencross district and farmed for ten years. In 1944 he 
left the farm and moved to Beausejour, where he was 
employed by Abe Friesen, who held the Ford Agency. 
He worked there until 1949, when he bought out the 
Iwacha general store, corner of First Street and Park 
Avenue. Itis now the Yamaha Music Centre. He ran 
this store until 1975. He discontinued business and 
sold the premises to Gerald Graves, a local insurance 
man. 

Galay grocery store in Beausejour. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Galay had three boys, Victor 
and Carl (twins), and Theodore. The boys are all on 
their own. Victor and Carl are married and Theodore 
is single. The three of them attended school in 
Beausejour until Grade XII. 

Victor received his B.A. from the University of 
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Manitoba on a scholarship. He obtained his Master's 
on a scholarship from a university in Australia. He 
spent two and half years there. Upon his return to 
Canada he entered the University of Edmonton for 
his PhD. in Hydraulic Engineering on a scholarship 
also. He is now Director of International Operations 
for the Northwest Hydraulic Consultants Ltd. He is 
presently on an assignment in India. His family lives 
in Vancouver. 

Galay family: seated: Parents, John & Lena Galay. standing: 
Carl, Theodore & Victor. 

Carl taught for six years in Manitoba; then he 
spent four years at Fort Smith in the Northwest 
Territories. He returned to Manitoba and entered the 
University of Brandon where he received his B.A. For 
the last twelve years he has been teaching in Flin 
Flon. 

Theodore, the youngest son, received his B.A. 
from the University of Winnipeg, and his Masters 
from the University of Brandon, both on scholarships. 
He received his PhD. from the University of British 
Columbia in mathematics, also on a scholarship. He 
taught for ten years in Vancouver. Being very 
interested in Ukrainian drama and culture, he took a 
two year sabbatical to devote full time to Ethnic 
Theatre. He has written two one act plays, "After 
Baba's Funeral". and "Sweet and Sour Pickles", both 
of which have been highly acclaimed. He is now 
writing a Ukrainian Musical, with the assistance of 
grants from the Secretary of State and the Canada 
Council. 

Mr. and Mrs. Galay were members of the Holy 
Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church in Beausejour. Mr. 
Galay has served on the church board for a number of 
years. Mrs. Galay was a devoted and hard working 
member of the church Sisterhood. She died on June 
29, 1980. Mr. Galay is continuing to live in the family 
home in Beausejour. 



Chymyshyn Family History 

Harry Chymyshyn came to Canada in 1905. He 
came directly to Winnipeg, where he stayed and 
worked for several years. Harry then went back to the 
Ukraine to spend three years in the army. There he 
married Anne Hrychuk. 

In 1909 Harry came back to Canada, bringing 
his wife Anne, his daughter Pearl (Winkler), and his 
in-laws (Anne's parents), his brother, his uncle, and 
Anne's half sister (Mrs. Zelucek). They came to 
Tyndall and rented a little log house, which was 
located across from the St. Michael's Ukrainian 
Church. Harry worked at the quarries, while Anne had 
a large garden from which she sold potatoes. They 
also had a cow and chickens. 

Several years later Harry and Anne bought a 
homestead, which consisted of a lot and several 
buildings. Mike and Evelyn, and Anne Chymyshyn 
now occupy the land. In a few years they had 
purchased several more lots from Jake Winkler. 
Metro Kazina was one of the Chymyshyn neigh
bours. 

Anne Chymyshyn still lives on the Tyndall lot 
she and her husband bought years ago. Her son Mike 
and his wife, Evelyn live on one of the other lots that 
Harry and Anne bought, right next to Anne. 

By: Anne Chymyshyn 

Chorney Family History 

John Chorney (1883-1947) came to Canada in 
1905. He got off the train in Beausejour and went to 
the Ilchena homestead, where he stayed for several 
months. Within the first year he purchased 40 acres 
of bush land for about $100. in the Sandhills on the 
Selkirk line, as he had been working on the farm for 
small wages. He built a log house, along with several 
other small buildings. His bushland supplied him 
with firewood and logs to build a house. 

John was there for several months before he 
wrote his parents in Poland. In the meantime he 
purchased another 40 acres west, which adjoined his 
first farm. With the help of the neighbours he built 
another camp. 

John's parents, Mike and Anne arrived in 
Tyndall in early 1906, along with their children: Pete, 
Steve, Mary (Kodera), Katie (Modjeski), Tina (Katazinski) 
and Roman and Olga who died in the 1918 flu. 

They came directly to the second homestead 
that their eldest son, John had built for them. By 
cutting and hauling cordwood by oxen, to Beausejour, 
they were able to receive the basic necessities they 
needed. They grubbed one acre at a time so they 
could eventually cultivate the land. 

Nellie (Lilian) Teichman (1886-1966), John's 
future wife arrived in Winnipeg in 1906 at the age of 
18. She worked here for a while. She later met John. 
They married in early 1907. By horse and cart they 
travelled to John's farm on the Selkirk line. 
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Kulbabas and Semenkos (they owned the 
Sandhill Post Office) were the Chorney neighbours. 
Krawchuks now own the 40 acre piece of land Mike 
and Anne lived on and Gerry Peluk owns John's first 
farm. 

Mike and Anne stayed on their Sandhill farm, 
while John and Nellie sold their farm to the family 
and bought 160 acres in Ivan Ardin (now Rattray) 
around 1909. Ivan Ardin was about 4 miles from 
Ladywood. They went to Ladywood for groceries, for 
church and for many of the other things they needed. 
They lived here for about eight years and then due to 
the poor soil he sold his farm and bought 120 acres at 
$30.00 an acre near Devil's Creek (Walkleyburg). 

In 1924 they got their first tractor and thresher. 
Also, in 1925 they got their first car - a Cadillac. 
They had it for two years, before trading it in for a 
Model T. They lived here until 1946 and then moved 
to West Selkirk. Johnny Chorney, the youngest son, 
now owns that farm. 

Through all these years John and Nellie had 
eight children: James (Francis Kwiakowski), Mike 
(Sophie Bulbaba), Carrie (Joe Stena), Anton (Adeline 
Zaborniak), Joe (Stella Zaborniak), Mary (Frank 
Mikolash), Stella (Peter Wasylik), and Johnny (Stella 
Kazina). 

By: James Chorney 



KososkiFamily History 

My father Carl Kososki. was born in Poland and 
came to Canada in 1910. My mother. Agnes. came to 
Canada from Czechoslovakia with her parents. Frank 
and Rose Staska. at the age of two. 

My parents were well known in the Brokenhead 
area. where from 1908 to 1922 they operated a general 
store. and farmed forty acres. part of which was 
pasture. 

Ladywood store before 1922. 

In the early days business was conducted on a 
barter basis. and many hundreds of pounds of butter 
had to be stored in the ice house during the summer 
months. Eggs brought by the pail full. usually packed 
in grain or bran for safe handling. had to be trans
ferred to thirty dozen crates. and loads of blueberries 
had to be packed into 16 pound baskets. Since 
electric lights were unknown at that time. each farmer 
would bring his gallon container for coal oil (kerosene) 
for lighting purposes. 

At first my father hauled everything by wagon. 
and later by express wagon. to the railroad station in 
Beausejour for shipment to Winnipeg. On the return 
trip. he brought groceries. hardware and dry goods 
which were shipped by rail from Winnipeg to Beause
jour. Flour. shorts and bran were also hauled from the 
Lake of the Woods Elevator in Beausejour. 

There was a change in the 1920's as buyers from 
Winnipeg came in trucks and took the produce away. 
For our own transportation. other than horses. my 
father bought a 490 Chev. touring car. the second car 
in the district. 

In 1922 my father sold the store to my uncle 
Charlie and my aunt Jean. and moved to Beausejour. 
There were at that time four children. Mary. Joe. Rose 
and Clara. In Beausejour they continued in the 
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general store business. but as time went on only 
groceries were handled. Again business was conducted 
by barter. On market day. which was held on the last 
Friday of each month. on the property adjacent to the 
store. nine of the empty lots would be filled with 
horses and wagons. Everything from chickens. pigs. 
calves. grain. potatoes. etc. were sold. Motor vehicles 
were rare. and those that were parked on the grounds 
belonged to the buyers from Winnipeg and other 
areas. 

Kososki's store in Beausejour - built in 1922. 

During the winter my father traded merchandise 
for cord wood brought in by farmers. If a town 
resident wanted a cord of wood delivered the farmer 
would make the delivery direct to the customer. but 
collected his pay from my father. Most of the wood. 
however. was piled on our yard. After seasoning 
during the summer. the wood was loaded on railroad 
cars and shipped to Winnipeg. 

With the coming of automobiles and trucks. 
more use of coal and oil for heating. living conditions 
and business changed. My father confined his 
business strictly to groceries. until he retired from 
business. 

The four children all married. Mary married 
John Milne. Rose married Julius Wielgosh. Clara 
married Phil Andre, andIoe married Louise Toni. 

My parents were members of St. Mary's Parish 
in Beausejour. Father died at age 82 in 1968, and my 
mother died at age 89 in 1974. 

By: Mary (Milne) Kososki 



Kohar Family History 

George and Theresa Kohar were married 
in Czechoslovakia (Austria-Hungary) in 1893. In 1896 
they immigrated to Canada with their daughter. 
Cassie. They settled in Field. British Columbia. where 
Mr. Kohar obtained a job on the railroad. He worked 
for the C.P.R. for ten years. finally becoming a 
foreman. Coming from the prairies in the old country. 
it was hard for him to get used to living in the 
mountains. He asked for a transfer to the prairies. but 
the railroad refused to move him. He therefore quit 
his job and moved east. arriving in Ladywood in 1906. 
By then they had more children. 

Mr. Kohar bought a quarter section of land. on 
1.14.7 East. from Mr. Emilies. Mr. Kohar was not 

involved in any community affairs. not being politically 
minded. but he was an ardent church supporter. He 
was a member of Sts. Peter and Paul Church in 
Ladywood. 

The Kohars' surviving children live in all parts of 
North America. Cassie married Mike Uhach and lives 
in Portage la Prairie, Cecelia married Chris Ogard and 
lives in Winnipeg. Mary was married to John 
Modrzejewski - both are now deceased. Susan is 
married to Ben Kubish. Olive married Martin Omichinski. 
Both live in Phoenix. Arizona. George is married and 
lives in Kamloops. Louis is married to Mary Doore. 
They are retired and live in Beausejour. 

By: Bill Horodyski 

This is a photograph of the Kohar family taken in 1910. Left to right are Mary (Modrzejewski), Cecelia 
(Ogard), Susan (Kubish), Mr. Kohar, Olive (Omichinski), Mrs. Kohar with George Jr. on her knee, and 
Cassie (Uhach). Son Louis is standing in back. 
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Gustav Rattai Family History 

Gustav Rattai was born in 1872 and married 
Leocadia Theise in 1896. While still living in Ostrov, 
Poland, they had two children: a daughter, Emille and 
a son, Edmund. A third child was born on arrival in 
Canada in 1902. 

Gustav and Leocadia Rattai. 

Gustav and Leocadia went to a land agent in 
Winnipeg upon arrival to this country. He told them 
to settle in Green Bay because it was a German
speaking area with good farmland. Like so many of 
the other immigrants from Europe, they heard of the 
fine opportunities in the New World. 

At one point Gustav had 700 acres of land, and 
the clearing of this land was very hard work. During 
their life in Canada, Gustav and Leocadia had seven 
more children: Henry who died at the age of three 
because of diptheria; August who married Beatrice 
Banash; Martha who married Fred Dreffs; Edna who 
married Ed Schroeder; Edward who married Lenora 
Freund; Hilda who married Louie Singbeil; and Adolf 
who married Helen Banash. 
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Emille and her husband lived in Green Bay and 
farmed. They had nine children including a set of 
twins. She presently lives in Beausejour as her 
husband has passed away. 

Edmund, who married Rose Frailick, also lived 
and farmed in the Green Bay area. Here they brought 
up four children of their own. 

Ferdinand married Rita Breise and had five 
children of his own. He farmed for 16 years in the 
Tyndall area before coming back to Green Bay to 
continue farming. 

August farmed in the Green Bay area and 
bought the old homestead back. August and Beatrice 
had three children, two of whom have since passed 
away. 

Martha, who married Fred Dreffs, had five 
children. The Dreffs moved around quite a bit, while 
never leaving the R.M. of Brokenhead. Before retiring 
Mr. Dreffs worked for International Harvestor. 

Edna and her husband farmed and lived in the 
Green Bay area. They had five children as well. 

My grandparents, Edward and Lenora, purchased 
160 acres from Gustav and still live and farm on this 
land. My mother Myrtle had two sisters and two 
brothers. My mother was married in 1954 to John 
Wenzoski and had four children; two boys and two 
girls. 

Hilda and her husband had three children. 
They lived in both the Golden Bay and Green Bay 
areas before moving to Winnipeg where they live at 
the present time. 

Adolf and his family of one daughter and one 
son, along with wife Helen, lived in Green Oak until 
he retired and moved to Beausejour. 

Gustav and Leocadia moved to Beausejour in 
1950 to retire. He passed away in 1955 and Leocadia 
remained in the house until 1969, when she moved to 
Lions' Lodge. Mrs. Rattai passed away in 1979 at the 
age of 99. 

By: Cindy Wenzoski 



Bunio Family History 

Among the early settlers in the Brokenhead 
district were the Bunio family: Michael. the father 
and his wife Katherine, their son Michael and his 
wife's sister Annie, a brother-in-law, Mr. Kaluzniak 
and his family of seven. They came to Canada in April 
1903 from Starzawa, Galicia, Austria. The trip from 
Hamburg took thirty days. 

Upon arrival in Halifax, during the usual medical. 
the Bunios were detained and were not allowed to 
continue their journey west, because of Mr. Bunio's 
red eyes. An agent came around and threatened to 
send the Bunios back to the old country unless he was 
paid a certain sum of money. Mr. Bunio claimed that 
he was broke and dared him to send them back. The 
agent relented and letthem stay un til Mr. Bunio's eyes 
healed. The Bunios continued their journey to East 
Selkirk, where upon arrival they were put into a large 
immigration hall. 

In East Selkirk a man came around and offered 
to help them locate on a farm. He took them to an 
area between Libau and Dencross. The land was 
heavily treed, but that did not deter the Bunios. Too 
long they had been living in Galicia where wood of 
any kind was very scarce. At least they would now 
have their own fire wood and building material. 

On the farm Mr. Bunio built a log cabin for his 
family of four and they spent the winter there. The 
Kaluzniaks also stayed with them. There were nine 
of them, making it quite crowded for the two fami
lies. This must have tried their patience to the limit. 
In the spring of 1904 Mr. Bunio built a bigger home, 
this time 16' x 26', adding a lean-to later. The Bunios 
moved to the new house while the Kaluzniaks remained 
in the first log cabin. They were hardly settled in the 
new place when the log cabin burned, and the 
Kaluzniak family moved in with the Bunios again. 
The following year in 1905, the Kaluzniaks acquired 
their own farm at Walkleyburg, about 18 miles 
northwest of Beausejour. 

It was a hard life for the Bunios during the next 
few years. The land was not good, mostly sand and 
muskeg. Their only means of support was the 
proceeds from the sale of some livestock and pOUltry. 
Their main income was from the sale of wood in 
Selkirk, thirty miles distant. It took two days and 
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nigh ts to make the return trip with oxen to and from 
Selkirk. Wood sold at $3.00 per cord. Mr. Bunio also 
went harvesting to supplement his farm income. The 
most that he would bring home would be about 
$40.00 for the season. 

Their greatest loss was in 1912, when three of 
their children died of scarlet fever. They died so fast 
that while one was being buried the others died. They 
are buried on the family farm. The graves were 
marked by spruce trees, and now these trees have 
grown to be very large. 

That year the farm was sold to a Szczygiel 
family, but the Bunios kept on living in the house 
together with the new owners until 1913. By then Mr. 
Bunio had built his own house on the new farm in 
Walkleyburg, and he moved the family there. 

Mr. Bunio died at 53, but ten years earlier he 
had been very ill and prayed that he should be spared 
for at least ten years, until his family grew up. He died 
ten years later to the day. During his ten years of grace 
there were more children. For the first time in his life, 
he had been clear of debt. He was happy to know that 
his wife would live comfortably for the rest of her life. 
She died at 81 years. 

Mr. Bunio was a generous man, and never 
turned a stranger away. Although he did not leave his 
family much of worldly possessions, he was happy in 
the knowledge that he always taught his family that 
neighbourliness was much more valuable than money. 

By: John Bunio 

Michael Bunio Jr. in front of his father's home near Libau. 
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Michael Czuboka Family History 

Michael and Carole Czuboka moved to Beause
jour in 1969 when Michael was appointed as the 
Superintendent of the Agassiz School Division. He 
had previously been the Principal of Neelin High 
School in the City of Brandon, Manitoba. John, Jill 
and Jane Czuboka were all born in Brandon during 
the 1960's. Jeff was born in Beausejour in 1974. 

Mike Czuboka Family: Back row left to right: John, Carole, 
Mike; Front row left to right: Jane, Jeff and Jill. 

Michael was born in Brandon, Manitoba, in 
1931, and grew up at Rivers, Manitoba. He was with 
the Princess Patricia Canadian Light Infantry in the 
Korean War during 1950-51. He also served in 
Germany, qualified as a paratrooper, and left the 
Army as a Second Lieutenant. He attended the 
University of Brandon and the University of Manitoba, 
obtaining B.A., M.A., B.Ed., and M.Ed. degrees. While 
at the University of Brandon he was named "the 
outstanding student exemplifying a combination of 
athletic skills, academic excellence, sportsmanship 
and leadership". At the Canadian Army Officer 
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Training School he was selected as the "outstanding 
officer candidate". He later became an aeroplane pilot. 

Michael's parents were Anthony Czuboka and 
Rozalia Mazur, both of whom were born in Galicia in 
the Ukraine. Anthony Czuboka came to Canada in 
1908 and worked as a section labourer on the C.N.R. 
in Manitoba. Anthony and Rozalia were only able to 
attend school for one year each while living in 
Galicia. They had no schooling in Canada. Michael 
had one Polish grandmother and is therefore "three
quarters Ukrainian and one-quarter Polish" in origin. 

Carole Czuboka's maiden name is "Megaffin". 
She is the daughter of Allen and Pearl Megaffin. 
Carole's grandparents, the Megaffins, McMurchys, 
Elliotts and Coulters, all came to Manitoba from 
southern Ontario in the late 19th century. They 
settled in the Virden, Manitoba area where Carole was 
born in 1938. 

Carole met Michael in 1960 while she worked in 
the office of the Minister of Labour in the Legislative 
Building in Winnipeg. She worked as a "housewife" 
from 1960 till 197 6, when she became manager of the 
7 -11 store in Bea usej our. She started employment as 
a Post Office Clerk in Beausejour in 1980. 

The children of Michael and Carole Czuboka 
are of Ukrainian, Polish, Irish, Scottish and English 
origin, and exemplify the way in which ethnic assim
ilation has taken place in Western Canada in the late 
20th century. 

Michael and Carole Czuboka and their children 
have enjoyed living in Beausejour since 1969, and 
they have become very attached to the area's people 
and places. Michael has been the President of the 
Beausejour-Brokenhead Arena and Chairman of the 
Artificial Ice Committee. He has also served as the 
Commanding Officer of the Beausejour Air Cadets, as 
President of the Beausejour-Brokenhead Minor Hockey 
Association, as President of the Beausejour Curling 
Club, and as President of the Royal Canadian Legion 
in Beausejour. Carole and Michael were honoured to 
receive the Beausejour Jaycees "Landscaping Award" 
in 1980. Michael was elected as a Councillor for the 
Town of Beausejour in 1980. He is also on the 
Executive of the Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic 
Church. 

Michael and Carole Czuboka are grateful for 
the hospitality and friendship that has been shown to 
them by persons from all walks of life in this part of 
Manitoba. Although not "pioneers", they feel a strong 
attachment for the area and its people. 



Kunderman Family History 

Max Kunderman and his wife Margaret came 
from Beckersdorf. Austria in 1895. They brought with 
them their eight children: Annie. Caroline. Mary. 
Phyllis. Katie. Elizabeth. Margaret and George. One 
son. Peter. was left in Austria to complete his military 
training. He arrived in Canada in 1897. joining his 
family in Ladywood. Max Kunderman together with 
the other early settlers of the area founded the St. 
Peter and Paul Roman Catholic Parish and built the 
Ladywood church. Marion Modrzejewski designed 
the church and supervised the construction. Lumber 
for the church was cut locally with all the parishoners 
donating labour and time. 

In 1912 Max Kunderman together with his wife 
and seven daughters and son George left Ladywood 
and moved to Winnipeg where they made their home. 
George returned and became a councillor for the 
Brokenhead Municipality. He also ran a sawmill and 
a threshing operation. He had the store in Ladywood 
until 1915. 

Max's son Peter stayed in Ladywood and married 
Pauline Palecek. Peter and Pauline raised a family of 
five: Jack. Joseph. Peter. Mary (Trombo) and Mrs. 
Orink. Three are surviving and living in Beausejour. 
They are Mary, Joseph and Mrs. Orink. 

Peter Kunderman was very active in community 
affairs serving on the church board of trustees of the 
Sts. Peter and Paul Parish for over 35 years. 
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Upon the death of his first wife he married Mary 
Lachowski. widow of Emil Lachowski of the Cromwell 
district. Upon retirement they moved to Beausejour. 
where they lived until their death. 

Max and Margaret Kunderman. 



BestFamily History 

August Best was born in Volynskaya, Gubernia, 
Russia in the year 1899. His wife Amelia Grauman was 
born in 1902 in the same municipality. In the early 
1920's August was conscripted into the Polish army. 
He was released from the services on December 3, 
1923. 

In 1924 August and Amelia were married. After 
three more years in Poland they immigrated to 
Canada. All seven of their children were born in 
Canada. They were: Arthur, Walter, Otto, Edgar, 
Elsie, Alicia and Edna. 

Upon his arrival in Canada in 1927, he worked 
for his father, William Best, who was a farmer in the 
Beausejour area. In 1928 he bought his present home 
place. Wanting to become a farmer, he bought a 20 
acre piece of land from Dan Klucznik. Some time later 
he bought another 30 acres from the E. A. Dugard 
estate, a small distance from Beausejour. He then 
started a small herd of Jersey cows. Not wanting to 
buy his feed, he purchased 100 acres from Mike 
Morris, on which he raised feed for the livestock. In 

1937 he started a dairy farm with 50 Jersies. His dairy 
business flourished and August built it up to 500 milk 
customers. 

In 1940, Mr. A. Best bought his first team of 
horses. With them he did a lot of custom plowing of 
town gardens. As he says, there is hardly a garden in 
town that he has not plowed at one time or the other. 
Times being hard in the Depression, he also did a lot 
of custom butchering for local townspeople and 
neighbouring farmers. He says that he butchered 
from 250 to 400 animals during a year. 

An interesting experience he mentions is that 
he had to meet a debt of 35 dollars. In order to do this 
he and his family killed, and dry plucked 200 
chickens at five cents a bird, and on another occasion 
they plucked turkeys at two for fifteen cents. 

Mr. and Mrs. Best are now retired, having 
disposed of their cows. They are still living in the old 
home place. Their children have all left and married, 
except for Edgar. 

August Best and his milk wagon. Taken about 1950. 
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Fred Riehl Family History 

Fred Riehl and Pauline Russell were married on 
November 17, 1901. They were both born in Poland, 
Pauline came to Canada in 1897. Fred did not 
arrive until 1899. Mr. Riehl began working in 
Winnipeg with the public works department, installing 
sewer systems. Mrs. Riehl worked as a nurse's aide at 
the General Hospital, and then as a maid on Reimer's 
farm. This was about the time Fred and Pauline met 
and shortly after their courtship the wedding was 
announced. Fred's brother William and RosUe Pohl 
were married on the same day. 

Fredrick and Pauline Riehl. February 1958. 
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Fred and Pauline lived in Winnipeg for four 
years, until they had enough money saved to buy 
land. They purchased an 80 acre parcel of land in the 
Green Bay area. Most of the land was covered by 
heavy bush, meaning hard work since the land was 
to be cleared by hand. The first nine years were very 
hard due to several crop failures, drought and hail. In 
1910, Fred Riehl bought a farm in Golden Bay on 
section 11,13,8 East. The farm was perfectly located 
near the school and the main road. Some of their 
Golden Bay neighbours were: August Dreger, John 
Dalke and Gottlieb Hastman. 

The Riehls prospered in time, acquiring a 
section of land. Much of the land was covered still by 
bush. With the help of two other men and sixteen 
horses the land was cleared and much was earned 
from the sale of the wood. In 1932, Mr. Riehl drilled a 
well which had enough pressure to run the water into 
both his house and barn. Being the first farmer to 
have such a well, many farmers came to haul the 
water to their own places and water their own 
livestock. In 1936, he built a barn 100 feet long, large 
enough to house all of his cattle. 

Mr. and Mrs. Riehl retired in 1946 and moved to 
Winnipeg, Mr. Riehl invested his money in rental 
homes in the city. He passed away in 1961, at which 
time his wife returned to Golden Bay to live with her 
daughter. In 1977, she moved to East Gate Lodge 
where she passed away on February 23,1979. 

There were nine children. Four died at infancy; 
the other five are: Anne, Willie, Elsie, Mabel and 
Edith. 



. '.t;~ 

Habing Family History 

Frederick George Habing and Elizabeth Wilhelmina 
Hadaller grew up near Effingham, Illinois, U.S. They 
married in October, 1905. He was 21 years of age and 
she was 17. 

In March of 1906 they migrated to Manitoba, 
Canada. Their box car load of settlers was unloaded at 
Tyndall, Manitoba, then the main line of the C.P.R. In 
the box car amongst other things were six horses, a 
hunting dog, some chickens, a horse type haybaler, 
walking plow and various pieces of household effects: 
beds, dresser, tables, dishes, pots and pans and an old 
organ. Their destination was Rossmere (now known 
as the Hazelridge area). When they left Illinois it 
,seemed quite springlike, but on March 3rd Manitoba 
still had winter and a bad storm was raging. 

John HadaUer, a friend who had come along on 
the trip, walked the 12 miles in the blizzard to 
Rossmere where a friendly neighbour came back and 
helped them move all of their possessions to a small 
log home in the area. The cost of moving had pretty 
well stripped them of cash and they found it hard, 
strangers in a strange country, to get a foothold. 

They moved around looking for a small farm 
and in the spring of 1908 they leased a farm just south 
of Tyndall. It was known as the "Hudson Place", but 
was very stoney and had very poor buildings which 
were all made of logs. Two neighbours, the "Cutters" 
and the "Orvaces" were very good to them and a 
storekeeper called Thompson in Garson, helped them 
a lot. Fred bought some machinery and things from 
him, including a new horse powered hay baler. He 
made his living by baling hay and straw for his 
neighbours. 

They bought a 240 acre farm near Cromwell and 
moved onto it in the spring of 1909. The farm was 
located Y2 mile east of the Cromwell school. They 
had the north east Y4 of the first section and 80 acres 
on the next one east. 

They bought the farm from the McNichol 
brothers, but it was commonly known as the "Bachman 
Place". Some of their closer neighbours were Jacob 
Lachowski, Emil and John Lachowski, Joe Steffes, Ed 
Thomas, Jack Baker, Mr. Hlady, Mr. Greschuk, Mr. 
Berminski, the T onns, Dan Felski and the Modjeski 
family. 

Fred Habing was able to clear and break about 
30 acres each year for crop land and he made hay on 
the rest of it. He spent the winter baling for himself 
and his neighbours and that was the main source of 
income for the family. The hay was loaded on cars at 
Beausejour. 

They received their mail in Beausejour. The 
postmaster was Mr. Turner and Alex Waddell was the 
station agent. 

Fred bought horses and machinery from the 
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Bethel brothers, and also from Huntley, who dealt in 
farm supplies. They bought their groceries at 
Pereles' and Wyrzykowski's. 

Gretsinger was the blacksmith in Tyndall, and 
Kanaroski was the blacksmith in Beausejour. J. D. 
Crawford was the legal advisor of Beausejour. 

During these years their family was coming 
along too. Lawrence was born in 1906, Gerald in 

- 1908, Virgil in 1911, and Violet in 1913, while they 
were on the farm. 

A serious hot water scalding accident almost 
cost the life of Gerald when he was two years of age. 
There was no hospital any closer than Winnipeg so he 
was attended by Dr. Coke from Beausejour and also 
by Dr. Golden from Tyndall. 

Fred used horses on his baler and sometimes 
farm power was hard to come by. His wife remembers 
driving a mixed team of horses and oxen while 
helping out with the field work. Oxen were used quite 

-a lot in that part of the country for doing farm work. 
The Habings were working hard to try to pay for 

the farm they had purchased at $20.00 an acre. They 
had 130 acres of crop seeded in 1912 when heavy 
rains in the early fall caused the Brokenhead River to 
overflow its banks and flood the countryside. Farmers 
could not harvest their crops. After it froze up John 
cut whatever grain he found with a mower on the ice 
in order to get some feed for the livestock. All of the 
farmers have cause to remember that wet fall of 1912. 

By the time it dried up in the spring of 1913 the 
crops went in late and were poorly seeded. The 
summer turned dry and the crops didn't turn up 
much. The Habings gave up their farm and moved 
into Beausejour, on the northwest corner of town. 
They lived in the Neyedley place for some time and 
then purchased the Langner place. Some of their 
new neighbours included: Paul Monetta, Ptasnik, 
Ott, Cheop, William Pitt, August Goltz and Edward 
Smith. 

Bill Laurie operated the post office now. Dr. 
Bissett was now in Beausejour and the Nemirovsky 

_ brothers and Shusters were in the store business. 
The older children went to Sunday school in the 

Presbyterian church located at the main intersection 
of town. Lawrence and Gerald started school in the 
little school behind the Lutheran church, where the 
boys and girls often sat together in double seats. 

Fred bought 80 acres of land from Jim Hodkins, 
just a Y2 mile west and north of town which he used 
mostly for pasture and hay land. He stayed in the hay 
business making hay in summer and shipping it to 
Winnipeg during the winter months. He bought an 
engine driven, power hay baler from the Bethel 

- Brothers. It was the first power baler to be brought 
into the area. He made custom baling and selling, his 



business. During the war years the demand for feed 
(hay) became very strong and the Habings prospered. 
Gerald stated, "Dad always said he was in Canada for 
ten years before he financially got on his feet". 

As an extra bit of income, and when Fred was 
not baling hay or straw, he used his engine to crush 
and grind grain for the farmers who brought it into 
town in bags. He also sawed wood around town and 
in the country as it was a time when there were not 
many stationary engines around and there were no 
tractors yet. The fields were worked by horses and in 
the north a lot was done by oxen. 

The farmers used their oxen teams to bring in 
their loads of tamarack cordwood; dozens at a time. 
Looking north on a frosty winter morning you could 
see a string of oxen teams coming into town with 
steam rising over them like a fog; early in the morning 
too, because you could catch a ride on their sleighs to 
school. Some of them would be going home about the 
time we got out of school again. Long piles of 
cordwood would be stacked up behind Wyrzykowski's 
store. 

Around 1915 Fred rented an 80 acre farm four 
miles north of Beausejour on the road past Blacks'. 
He farmed it from town. This required several horses 
and in 1916 he built a large new barn. Most of the 
building materials were cut and sawed in Bill Hoban's 
park. A year later the new barn, full of hay, was struck 
by lightning and burned to the ground. He rebuilt the 
barn, but not quite so big. 

As the war ended in 1918 the demand for hay 
lessened. Cartage and warehousing firms in Winnipeg 
were turning to trucks and the big draft horses were 
going out. Fred got the urge to farm again. He bought 
a 240 acre grain farm near Hazelridge at $50.00 an 
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acre, adjacent to the place they had lived in their first 
year in Canada in 1906. Two more boys had been 
added to their family while living in Beausejour. 
Norman was born in 1915 and Mernie in 1917. 

The Fred Habing family moved out of Beausejour 
and out of the Municipality of Brokenhead on March 
13, 1920 to establish a new home in the Hazelridge 
area. 

However, some 11 years later they returned to 
Brokenhead Municipality by taking up residence on 
the W. H. Carter farm one mile east of Cloverleaf. 
They had all their family now with Floyd born in 1920, 
June in 1922, Leonard in 1925, and Raymond in 1927. 
Mom had born ten children, eight boys and two girls 
in 20 years-all born at home and all nursed. 

Their ten ure on the Carter farm was a lease ar
rangement. There were 4,000 acres of land, much of 
it under cultivation, a milking herd of 40-50 cows and ,: 
a flock of sheep. They also raised a lot of hogs. These 
were the depression years-a lot of work, but not
much money. Contract milk brought $1.50percwt, 
while the over contract quota surplus paid off at $. 90 
percwt. 

The Habing family was divided up, with the 
older children operating the farm at Hazelridge -
now 560 acres - and Fred and his wife and the 
younger ones living at Cloverleaf. Fred supervised 
both farms so he was '~"etty busy. The load was 
pretty heavy for them, ... it they managed. 

The lease on the Carter farm was completed in 
1936 and they decided to move back to the home farm 
at Hazelridge. The Municipality of Brokenhead had 
been good to them. 

By: Gerald Habing 



Staska Family History 

Frank and Rose Staska came to Canada in 1888, 
arriving in Winnipeg. They brought with them one 
daughter, Agnes. After spending three years in 
Winnipeg, they took a homestead in Brokenhead, 
located on Section 26, 14,7 East. Seven more children 
were born in Canada. They were: Mary, Frank, 
Joseph, Annie, John, Charlie and Josephine. Although 
Mr. Staska was a shoemaker by trade, he worked as a 
labourer prior to moving to Brokenhead and to his 
homestead. He was quite a linguist, being able to 
speak fluently Czech, his native tongue, German, 
Polish and a working knowledge of English. He was a 
correspondent and contributed extensively to a Czech 
newspaper in the United States on things Canadian, 
particularly life as he found it in Brokenhead and 
how the newcomers fared in the new land. There 
were then about ten or eleven Czech families in the 
district, some of whose descendants are still living 
here. They were the Nikodems, Yansas, Neyedlys, 
Sternats and Weselaks. He was quite knowledgeable 
in farming and the raising of cattle and other 
livestock, and was called upon quite often by the 
neighbours on the common farming problems. 

Some years after arriving in Brokenhead he 
purchased a general store from Mr. Tesluk, which was 
at that time the first store in the community, and gave 
it to his daughter Agnes and her husband Carl Kososki 
to operate. The store was situated on a 40 acre piece 
of land. The Kososkis ran this store until about 
1921. It was then taken over by Mr. Staska's son, 
Charles and his wife Jean, who prior to her marriage 

was Jean Tymko, a daughter of one of the new 
settlers. After the death of Charles the store was sold 
to Ed Molinski. The business is now known as the 
Crossroads General Store. 

Mr. Staska's daughter Mary, never married. As 
stated above, Charles married Jean Tymko. They had 
four children, three sons and one daughter. Joseph 
never married. John married Minnie Evertoski. They 
are retired and live in the Armstrong Manor in 
Beausejour. John is the only surviving son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Staska. 

Mr. John Staska recalls that living conditions 
were quite primitive when they moved to Brokenhead. 
The country was wild and heavily timbered. There 
were many wild animals around and roamed quite 
close to the farmsteads. One instant he remembers 
very clearly is when a wild cat came to raid their ducks 
and geese. When the cat was surprised by Mrs. 
Staska, he tried to attack her, but fortunately she was 
close to the house and just managed to run into the 
house and close the door. The cat did not stop there 
but tried to claw the door open. The two dogs which 
they owned were too scared to attack the cat. Mr. 
Staska finally killed it. 

There were many Indians around and they 
hunted where they willed. On one of their hunts 
some of the shots missed their marks as they entered 
the house wall, in between two logs. The bullets 
ended up in the oven. There were three holes in the 
oven door. 

Nemirovsky Family History 

In 1916 the Nemirovskys came to Beausejour. 
The family consisted of the old parents and their 
sons, Aaron, Benjamin and Morris. They purchased 
the old Henry Shaw store corner of Fourth Street 
(then known as Tarlton Street) and Park Avenue. The 
property was large, the lot extending from Park 
Avenue to Gertrude Street on the north. They dealt in 
groceries, dry goods and hardware. At one time they 
were sale agents in the district for Coca-Cola. In 
1919, during a potato shortage, they bought up most 
of the potato crop in the district, and shipped them by 
the carload. Since cord wood was used as barter, they 
handled hundreds of cords of wood which was stored 
on their back lots. They were also heavily involved in 
pulp wood business. When their brother Mike arrived 
from Russia he married Gertrude Nadler who was a 
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stenographer in J. D. Crawford's law office. He was 
also involved in pulpwood as well as operating a 
general store in Molson. Unfortunately, he died of 
exposure while checking his wood limits in Rennie. 
Ben also ran a hotel in Molson. 

Nemirovskys built a flour mill which was loca
ted on the north end of their property, off Gertrude 
Avenue. This mill was in operation during the thirties, 
and during the war years, and much of their output 
went to Europe. Some flour was sold locally. Upon 
their retirement, Nemirovskys sold the mill to Mr. 
Grubert and Joe Freund. 

The only surviving son is Benjamin who lives in 
Winnipeg. His son, Morton Nemi, is a practicing 
lawyer in Winnipeg. 



George Green Family History 

George and Elizabeth Green owned the little 
house with the big spruce trees near the railway on 
south Second Street. They lived there from August 
1912, until April 1924. It was the only place available 
when they arrived. Two glass factories and a brick 
plant were in operation; these along with the farms all 
around the town made Beausejour one of the busiest 
towns in Manitoba. 

Residents came from many countries. Some 
were American glassblowers, who lived in a row of ten 
project dwellings farther down the street. They 
were not aware that the quiet-living newcomers 
were the descendants of much earlier immigrants to 
Canada. Mr. Green's Irish-English great grandpa
rents, back in 1816, settled in the big timber country 
near Newboro, Ontario. He was raised in a squared 
log building. 

Mrs. Green was a granddaughter of a Scottish 
girl who reached Red River through Hudson Bay in 
181 S, and a Swiss mercenary soldier who accompanied 
the Earl of Selkirk to Kildonan in 1817. She, too, was 
born in a log home, in now what is known as Elmwood 
Park. 

As Elizabeth McPhail she was the first trained 
teacher in Beausejour. She taught at the school a mile 
east of the town from 1893-94. She boarded at the 
original Campbell homestead on the Brokenhead 
River. 

George Green came west in 1882, helping to 
build elevators in Manitoba and Saskatchewan. He 
then took charge of one in Dominion City in 1896. He 
was the pioneer grain agent in Beausejour for the 
Lake of the Woods Milling Company. The first 
elevator was destroyed by lightning, then replaced 
before being taken over by the Wheat Pool. 

Mr. and Mrs. Green raised three boys. Wilson F. 
and John L. (Jack) were born in Dominion City; the 
first in 1905 and the second in 1906. George M. was 
born in 191 S. He attended school in the orginallittle 
red frame building moved beside the two-storey 
cement block structure in town. It is now used for the 
Canadian Legion. 

Mr. Green died in Winnipeg in 1931; Mrs. Green 
passed away early in 1968, two months short of her 
93rd birthday. 

Jack died suddenly in 1959, ending an interest
ing and varied career. Early in the Depression his 
hobby of short-wave radio led to employment as a 
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radio operator for Canadian Airways at Great Slave 
Lake, Great Bear Lake, Norway House and Llc du 
Bonnet. He was also active in music, history and 
astronomy. Washington sent him a letter acknow
ledging an error he had detected in their charted 
course of an early Sputnik. He had no children. 

Wilson Green also was interested in history. He 
visited almost all points of historical significance in 
Western Canada. In 1974 he published an outline of 
North American activity dating back almost ten 
centuries. Two years later he organized a national 
movement, Alerted Canadians Alliance, to help keep 
Canada a strong nation. He has a daughter, Heather, 
son-in-law, William Pacey, and great grand
daughters Elizabeth and Jessica. 

George Green Jr., is the only one of the family to 
have a male heir. Davis of Swift Current, Saskatchewan, 
has two sons, Matthew and Louis, and two daughters, 
Rhonda and Jacquline. He is married to Dixie 
Morrison. George was in charge of welding operations 
at the big MacDonald Aircraft complex during World 
War II. He is now a partner in Canadian Steel Tank in 
Brandon. This is where he now lives with his wife 
Ruth Hodgkinson. His principal hobby of assembling 
and playing electric organs is now shared with 
experimenting in transforming wind power into depend
able energy. His only daughter Carol and son-in-law 
Robert Biggar, and three grandsons; Stephan, Kevin 
and Paul reside in Winnipeg. 

George Green family left to right: George Sr., George Jr., 
Elizabeth, Jack, Wilson. Taken in 1931. 



Deakin Family History 

Thomas Deakin and his brother Robert and 
wives and children left England in 1904, at the 
invita tion of Mr. and Mrs. Emson. The Emsons were 
friends of the Deakins who had immigrated to 
Canada a few years before. The Emsons lived about 
two miles east of Beausejour, and the Deakins 
stayed with them until they got their own place. 

Thomas John Deakin became the foreman in 
the sand pit and also worked in the glass factory. 
Later he became the town policeman. Thomas was 
one of the first organizers and builders of the St. 
James Anglican Church. Prior to leaving England, 
Thomas was a head male nurse in a large hospital. 
This training helped him when there was a flu 
epidemic in 1918-1919. Thomas went around and 
helped Dr. Bissett on his calls throughout the 
country. Along with all of these duties he was also 
the Bailiff for the Eastern Judicial District. He held 
this position for 37 years. 

Upon his retirement he moved to Norwood in 
Winnipeg. He died in 1954 at the age of 91. Thomas's 
brother Robert also worked in the glass factory. 
Robert however moved to Winnipeg in 1919. 

Grandfather John Deakin, and his wife arrived 
in Canada in 1905 with their two daughters, Anne and 
Beatrice. Anne managed a small laundry in Beausejour, 
and Beatrice was a dressmaker. Before coming to 
Canada, Beatrice was asked to go and make clothes 
for the Royal family in Paris. John Deakin and his 
wife lived in a small cottage across from the school. 
He was the caretaker of the school, and also the St. 
James Church. 

The Deakins were an important family in the 
Beausejour area, and Thomas is remembered especially 
as a prominent citizen. 

Burzminski Family History 

Valentine Burzminski and his wife Mary, were 
born in Buczacz, Poland. They had four children: 
three daughters, Pauline (Mrs. Joseph Specht), Ludwika 
(Mrs. Kupczynski) and Tekla (Mrs. Platner), and 
son, Marian. They immigrated to Canada in 1898 
with their son, who was then fifteen years of age. They 
settled on a farm in Cromwell, six miles northeast of 
Beausejour. According to the Brokenhead Municipality 
records, Marian Burzminski bought 120 acres of land 
from a man named L. Peck, the land described is Legal 
Subdivisions 1-8-9, in section 30, township 13 and 
range 8 East. 

In 1903 when Marian was nineteen years of age 
he married Petronella, daughter of John Trojanowski 
and his wife L udwika (nee Horodyski), in Sts. Peter and 
Paul Church in Ladywood. Petronella was born in 
Podhajce, Poland. They had eight children: daughters 
Beatrice, Mary and Helen and sons, Casimir, Max, 
William, Anton and Victor. 

Marian and Petronella farmed in Cromwell 
until 1917 , when they sold the farm to James Baker, 
and moved to a farm closer to Beausejour, which they 
bought from Ludwig Budner. This farm is located a 
mile east and one and a half miles south of Beausejour, 
in the vicinity of the Provincial Garage. 

In 1919 Mr. Burzminski built a store in Beause-
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jour on the property upon which is now located the 
John Deere Agency. He only operated the store for a 
year and rented the premises out to Mr. Abraham 
Shuster. In 1922 he sold the store to Bernard and 
Anton Toni. In 1926 or 1927 he bought Frank 
Gornicki's property which was adjacent to the Beause
jour Hotel, and started another general store. He did 
business there until 1931. He then sold it to Robert 
Hayes, owner of the Beausejour Hotel. He returned to 
the farm to give his full time to farming, since the 
family had developed a pretty successful milk shipping 
business. 

As retirement years were approaching, and the 
children leaving home and going on their own, Mr. 
Burzminski felt that he should dispose of the farm 
and retire to Beausejour. The farm was sold to Mr. 
Koersvelt. Mr. Burzminski and his wife moved to 
Beausej our, to a new home which he had built near St. 
Mary's Church on Third Street. They occupied the 
house until their death. Mrs. Burminski died in 1967, 
and he died in 1974. 

No member of their family resides in the 
district. The nearest relative, Victor, lives in Winnipeg, 
where he teaches school. The rest of the family live in 
British Columbia, California and Illinois. 



Ehinger Family History 

My father, Zygmund, and mother, Anastazia, 
and two brothers, Marian and Joseph, were born in 
Austria, Western Ukraine. In 1906 my father immigrated 
1'0 Canada. He arrived in Beausejour some time in the 
spring. He got a job in Point du Bois, on the 
construction of the power house. In two years he 
saved enough money to send tickets for us to join him 
in Canada. We arrived in the fall of 1908. We spent 
the winter in Ladywood with the Reich family, who 
were related to us. Mrs. Reich was my father's sister. 
In the spring of 1909 we moved to Beausejour and 
lived in a house which we rented from Tom Horodyski. 

My father took me to Point du Bois and I got a 
job as a water boy on the power house construction. I 
worked there through the summer, and in the fall I got 
a job in the Beausejour Glass Factory. I worked there 
for three winters. In 1912 my father took a contract in 
Point du Bois to make railroad ties. He took me along 
to help. We were paid on a piece work basis, and 
during my stay we made $250.00, which was a lot of 
money at that time. We worked there for two winters. 
In the summer I went harvesting, and worked at other 
jobs. 

In 1914 the First World War broke out, and I, 
Paul Horodyski and Frank Herda went to Winnipeg 
to join the army. We were told that the barracks 
were full and we couldn't be accommodated, 
but to come back at a later time. I went back to 
Beausejour. The following spring Bill Kupczynski 
and I walked to Emerson from Winnipeg. We swam 
the Red River into the u.S.A. We walked all the way 
to Milwaukee. Bill took a job on a farm which paid 
$1.00 a day, and I went on to Chicago. After spending 
two weeks looking for a job, and failing to get one, I 
went to Herkimer, New York, where I had a cousin 
living. I got there by riding a freight train. Through 
my cousin's husband, who worked in a furniture 
factory, I also got a job there. In that town there was a 
Polish Soldier's Organization, and I joined it. 

I got married in 1916. By 1918 we had two sons 
and a third child on the way. During that time they 
started recruiting for the Polish Army under Gener
al Haler. I joined up and went overseas. In France we 

saw action twice. From France we were sent to Poland 
where we saw more action. Developing knee trouble, 
I was sent back to Canada where, during my absence, 
my wife had moved. In Canada another son, Robert, 
was born. 

I worked at different jobs after I got out of the 
army. I spent some time as a logger. I also worked for 
the City of Winnipeg railroad in Point du Bois under 
Peter Specht, the section foreman, and also worked in 
Timmins in the gold mines. In Beausejour I worked as 
a stone mason making grave stones. I also did a 
considerable amount of carpentry work. 

By 1939 I had eight boys and one daughter: 
Frederick, Zigmund, Robert, Arthur, Frank, Casmir, 
Albert, Edward and Sophie. My sons joined the army 
when World War II started: Fredrick in 1939, 
Zigmund in 1940, Bob and Arthur in 1941, and I in 
1941 as well. Frank joined in 1942. Fred went 
overseas in 1940, Zigmund in 1941, Art in the fall of 
1941. Bob and I went overseas in the spring of 1942. 
Frank was ready to go over in the fall of 1942 but, 
being only sixteen years of age, my wife stopped him. 
He went to Germany in 1946 with the army of 
occupation. He stayed there for two years. Arthur 
stayed on in the army after the war ended and served a 
total of 24 years. In 1951, Arthur and Albert went to 
Korea with the Princess Patricia Light Infantry as 
paratroopers. They stayed in Korea until the end of 
the war. In 1953, Edward joined the R.C.A.F. and 
served for 24 years. Fred was killed at Monte Casino 
in Italy. Arthur died in Victoria, B.C. The youngest 
son died accidently. He also tried to join the army, 
but was refused because of health reasons. 

I was discharged from the Canadian Army in 
1945. While overseas mysonZigmund wasmyN.C.O. 
in England. On the way home I was an escort of the 
prisoners of war to the U.S.A. In Winnipeg I 
remained in the army to the end. During my stay in 
Winnipeg I was with the garrison military police. 

I am now a widower and am residing in the 
Armstrong Manor in Beausejour. 

By: Frank H. Ehinger 

F.H. Ehinger family, from left to right: Frank, Fred, Zigmund, Robert, Arthur, Frank, Casimir, Albert, 
Edward, Mother, Helen. Missing: daughter Sophie. 
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Left to right: Frank Ehinger, Ethel (wife of Fred), Fred, and Bob. Taken in 1942 in England. 
Fred was later killed at Monte Casino in Italy. 

Canadian graves at Monte Casino in Italy. The grave on the left foreground is that of Fred Ehinger. 
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Albert Przednowek Family History 

Albert Przednowek arrived in Canada as a single 
man in 1900. In 1902 he married Julia Bukoski. Both 
were born in Narol, Poland. They bought a quarter 
section of land on Section 30-13-8 East, in the 
Cromwell district. 

Mr. and Mrs. Przednowek had nine children: 
Mary, John, Stella, Michael, Josephine, Anton, Bertha, 
Katherine and Casimir. All are surviving except for 
John. He died in 1980. John was a veteran of World 
War II. He served with the Princess Patricia's 

Canadian Light Infantry. 
Mr. Przednowek was an ardent member of the 

St. Peter and Paul Roman Catholic Church in Lady
wood. There he was the organist for many years. 
Upon his death his son, Anton, succeeded him as 
organist. When Anton left for British Columbia, his 
daughter, Mary Szajewski, took over. Although she 
now spends most of her time in Beausejour, she still 
finds time to play in the St. Peter and Paul Church. 

Frank Przednowek Family History 

Frank Przednowek and his family arrived in 
Canada in 1900. There were six in the family: four 
girls and two boys. 

The family landed in Quebec, where they 
boarded a train for Winnipeg. From Winnipeg they 
took the train to Beausejour. The Przednoweks were 
met by Frank Palachek. He ran a general store in 
Beausejour. They bought a farm in the Brokenhead 
area. There was one building on the land. It had a 
thatched roof, and was used for both living quarters 
and a barn.· They also shared their living quarters 
with the Mike Mroz family. It was a most uncomfortable 
situation, lacking privacy and general comfort. 
The patience and tolerance of both families must 
have been tried. 

The farm was bought in 1918 from H. Buss. 
When Mr. Przednowek bought a farm in St. Ouens, he 
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sold his first farm to Joe Palecek. Some years later he 
sold the st. Ouens farm to Mr. Lanoway, and moved to 
Michigan, U.S.A. After a stay of one year, he came 
back to Canada, settling in the Green Bay area. Upon 
his retirement he moved to a small farm adjacent to 
Beausejour, which he bought from a Mr. Hocking. 
The farm is now owned by the Labno family. 

Mr. Przednowek was a prominent figure in the 
Beausejour area. He was active in the St. Mary's 
Church. Along with farming, he kept a quite large 
apiary. 

The oldest daughter, Mary, married a Golembioski. 
Julia married Anton Strecker. Son John married 
Leocadia Labno. Daughter Jessie married Joe Sokol: 
both of them now reside in Armstrong Manor. Son 
Albert is a widower and resides in Beausejour. 
Daughter Rose Jankiewicz resides in Winnipeg. 



Strecker Family History 

Anthony Strecker and his wife Mary arrived 
from Austria on September 25, 1905. They were in a 
group of seventeen. When they got off the train in 
Beausejour there was no way to get to their son-in
law, Waclaw Weselak. He lived in Green Bay, a 
distance of six miles. So the Streckers walked to the 
Weselaks and stayed the winter with them. In the 
spring they bought 80 acres for $1500.00. There were 
no buildings on the property. Twenty acres were 
broken, and this was sufficient for the small crop they 
put in. A pair of oxen were bought to work the land. 
The oxen were kept for two years, but having no 
means of transportation, the oxen were traded for a 
team of horses. They bought these from the Bethel 
Brothers for which they paid $370.00, being allowed 
$120.00 for the oxen. 

The Streckers raised ten children. They were: 
Anton, Bill, John, Mary (Weselak), Frances, Minnie, 
Edward, Elizabeth; and two young children who died 
in infancy. Four of these children are still living. 
Anton lives in Beausejour, Frances in Edmonton, 
Edward in Portage la Prairie, and Bill in Hamilton. 

Edward took over the family farm. Anton. 
bought forty acres right beside the family farm. He 
paid $112.00 for it and this was during the beginning 
of the Depression. In 1929 he sold a fifteen hundred 
pound bull; for this he received 34 of a cent per 
pound. With this money he was able to buy a pair of 
eye glasses and had fifty cents left over. In 1930 
sixteen hundred bushels of wheat were sold at 
between 26 and 30 cents a bushel. 

Anton married Julia Przednowek. Julia and 
Anton have two children, Clarence and Clara. Upon 
the retirement of his parents, Clarence took over the 
family farm. Clarence married Elizabeth Ferens, and 
they have 6 children; Greg, Audrey, Sheri, Dwayne, 
Rodney and Darren. 

The Strecker's daughter Clara married John 
Steffes. They operate "Anthony's Florist Shop". John 
is also employed by the Canadian Forces base at 
Milner Ridge. They had four children: Clara Mae, 
Rodney and Clifford both deceased, and Anthony. 
Their son Anthony is the Assistant Principal at 
White mouth School. The Steffeses have three 
grand children: Tony, Brian and Clarice. 

Anton served for many years on the Brokenhead 
Municipal Council, during the terms of Reeves, Alex 
McLeod, Fred Small, Jack Sinnott and Archie Trapp. 
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Clara Strecker and John Steffe's wedding picture. Left to right: 
Mrs. Strecker, Mrs. Przednowek, John, Clara and Mr. 
Przednowek. Lyla Ilchena (Belluk) flower girl sitting, Theresa 
Przednowek (Buss). 

Strecker family picture at the 60th anniversary of Julia and 
Anton. Back row: Rodney, Greg, Doug Kuzmak, Clarence, 
Dwayne, Joe. 

Middle row: Darren, Audrey, Eliza
beth, Clara, Clara Mae, Audrey, Anthony John. 

Front row: Randy, Grandma Streck
er, Grandpa Strecker, Brian, Clarice and Trevor. Julia and 
Anton. Missing: Tony and Sheri. 



Reid Family History 

In 1882 John Reid and his wife Jane (Paterson). 
with their three oldest children left Glasgow. Scotland 
headed for Winnipeg. The oldest two boys. Robert 
(13) and John (II). along with Catherine (3). were the 
children who carne to Canada. Elizabeth and William. 
the two youngest in the family. were born in Manitoba. 
The family lived a year in Lee Court in Winnipeg. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Reid. 

Early in 1883 after having receiving a grant of 
land along the Brokenhead River. in the Brokenhead 
district. they left Winnipeg. They wentto Selkirk first 
and travelled east by ox team to their new homestead. 

The first order of business was to build a horne 
for themselves and a shelter for their animals. There 
were many oak trees for building. and plenty to cut 
and make railway ties with. This was the way that Mr. 
Reid made a living until his land was cleared. It was 
hard work but his boys and brother-in-law. Henry. 
were able to cope. and also were glad to have a means 
of earning a living. 

After settling in. Mr. Reid turned his attention 
to the education of his children. Together with other 
parents in the area. they organized a school district. 
The first classes were held in a room in the Reid horne. 
They then set about building a school house. In 1887 
John Reid. Charlie Madden and Dan McKenzie built 
the first school building in the Brokenhead School 
District. 

Roads as such were non-existent. In the 
summer they travelled along the river. seeking high 
ground to avoid the swamps. In winter when the 
swamps were frozen a more direct route to the railway 
was possible. It was then that they could haul out the 
ties. 

The level of the river in those days was much 
higher than at the present time because it was 
continuously fed by water from the swamp. These 
lands have since been drained and are all under 
cultivation. 

Indians paddling their birchbark canoes were a 
common sight at that time on the Brokenhead River. 

During the time the family stayed in the Broken
head district. Mrs. Reid's brother. Henry Paterson. 
took ill and died. He was buried on their property near 
the river. as there were no cemeteries. 

To be closer to the railway. Mr. Reid sold his 
holding and bought part of SE 32.12.8 E .. which lay 
north of the railway at Sinnott. The name Sinnott was 
later changed to St. Ouens. The change was necessary 
because mail was often sent to Sinnott. Saskatchewan. 
Part of his land lay across the river. and due to the fact 
there were no bridges. this was eventually sold to 
Mr. O. J. Larson. 

Their new property was heavily wooded. but a 
fairly large open space was found for the house and 
other buildings. This space was called the "hole in 
the bush". 

First Brokenhead School, built in 1887 by John Reid, Charlie 
Madden and Dan McKenzie. 
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The younger children, Catherine, Elizabeth and 
William attended the "little red school house" that 
stood on the corner of highways 12 and 44. This 
building is now the Legion Hall in Beausejour. 
Church services were held in the schoolhouse, and 
Catherine Reid taught Sunday school there when she 
was 16. 

Shortly after the turn of the century the Reids 
traded the fari:n for John Larson's store and post 
office. 

Mr. Reid died of pneumonia on January 23, 1907, 
and was buried in the Beausejour cemetery. Mrs. Reid 
kept on with the business until around the year 1909, 
then she sold out to Robert Colley. She went to 
Vancouver with her son William. Her son, John, was 
already living there. They moved into a house on Union 
Street, later renamed Adanac Street. Mrs. Reid died on 
May 21, 1941. 

Robert Reid served in World War I. He married 
a Miss Ring, from Darlingford, Manitoba. They have 
on daughter, Jean, who lives in Thunder Bay. 

Robert Reid. 
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Catherine married John Larson. They had two 
sons, Albert (Bert) and Arvid. 

Elizabeth married Archie Bruce. They had two 
daughters and a son, Jessie, Jean and Archie. They 
farmed in the Green Bay area on a farm that is now 
owned by the Rosin family. 

John married but has no children. Willie never 
married. 

All the Reids have passed away. 
By: Arvid Reid Larson 

Catherine, Mrs. Reid and Elizabeth. 



The Bukowski Family 

Michael Bukowski was born in 1856 in Narol. 
Austria (now Poland). After marrying Maria Zygarlicki, 
they farmed a small piece of land. Making a living 
became difficult. so they decided to leave with their 
seven children for a better way of life in another land. 
They were destined for Brazil, but their plans were 
changed, and they arrived in Halifax. The departure 
from home was a tearful one, as they knew they would 
never see one another again. Michael left behind all 
}lis family. 

Spending four weeks on a boat, they arrived in 
Canada in May 1899. They boarded a train west, and 
arrived at Selkirk. They went from there to an 
Immigration Home in Winnipeg and arranged, with a 
family they came to Canada with, to buy an 80 acre 
farm from a Chmilniski widow at Cook's Creek. 
The Bukowskis and the Przednoweks divided the farm 
so that they each started with 40 acres. Travelling 
by horse from Winnipeg to Cook's Creek, they carried 
with them their only possessions; a cross-cut saw, a 
little stove, tools, trunks, clothes and garden seed. 

Michael and Maria and their seven children 
travelled with the horses they bought in Winnipeg 
over roads made out of logs laid in the swampy land. 
They had to contend with mosquitoes, sand flies and 
a lack of food in the beginning~ 

The first home they built for themselves on the 
divided land was a log house which had a hay
covered roof and a floor made· of split trees. The tools 
that were used were brought from the old country and 
Michael did his own work on the house. 

They bought a cow and lived on cornmeal. 
bread, milk and tea for the first while. 

There were many Anglo-Saxon families in the 
area, and the Bukowskis broke the land using their 
neighbour's oxen. They farmed the land using 
walking plows, seeded by hand and harvested the 
grain using flails. 

Michael died in 1920, leaving behind his wife 
and ten children: Lawrence, Julia (Mrs. Albert 
Przednowek), Caroline (Mrs. Joe Gmiterick), Albert, 
Stanley, Josephine (Mrs. John Wazny), Anton, Rose 
(Mrs. Gregory Marek), John, Julian, Katie (Mrs. Nick 
Petroff) and Teena (Mrs. Louis Dudek). 

Michael's son, Stanley, and Caroline Marek 
were married November 12, 1916 in Cook's Creek, and 
settled on 40 acres there. After two years, they 
moved to the Sebright district on the farm now owned 
by Alfred Bukoski. They then moved to a farm near 
Tyndall around 1945. That farm is now owned by 
Casmir Bukoski. 

Stanley and Caroline raised 11 children: 
Joe (deceased 1970), Alfred, Jean (Mrs. Kasmir Shumilak), 
Pauline (deceased 1965), Kay (Mrs. Stan Krut), Minnie 
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(Mrs. Lawrence Surowich), Ted, Edward, John, Stanley 
(deceased 1939) and Casmir. 

They enjoyed many years with their family, and 
celebrated their fiftieth wedding anniversary in 1966. 
Stanley passed away May 4, 1970, and Caroline on 
May I, 1979. 

Stanley Bukowski family picture (1947). 
Top row: John, Alfred, Kay (Krut), 

Joe, Minnie (Surowich), Ted, Edward. 
Front row: Jean (Shumilak), Stanley, 

Casmir, Caroline, Pauline. 

Ted Bukoski in front of Bukoski General Store around 1947 
near Garson. 

Most of their children settled around the Tyndall
Beausejour area. In 1947 Ted Bukoski opened the 
Bukoski General store near Garson. He then sold it to 
his sister Jean and her husband Peter Hladki. It was 
then known as the Hladki General Store. In 1966, the 
property was sold to Jean's brother Edward. The store 
building burned in 1968 and the land became the site 
of the residence of Edward Bukoski. 

By: Karen and Kim Bukoski 



Dolyniuk Family History 

In the late 1800's or early 1900's Jacob Dolyniuk 
and his two sons, Andrew and John, came to Canada 
from Austria. They first lived in Cook's Creek. Jacob, 
Andrew and John were all employed at the quarries. 
They worked twelve hours a day for twenty to thirty 
cents an hour. 

Jacob's wife, Maria, came to Canada about a 
year or two after he arrived. She came with Jacob's 
nephew to Cook's Creek. They lived there until 1913. 

In 1913 they moved to Tyndall. They bought 
two farms: one on Section 23-13-6 and the other on 
Section 26-13-6. The farms were all bush and stone 
and had to be cleared. Each farm consisted of 160 
acres. Their first farm was purchased from Dr. 
McMunn for very little. There were no roads, just 
trails. 

The first road was started in 1913, along with 
the first ditch. Some of the women baked loaves of 
bread for the ditch diggers and road builders. By this 
time the Dolyniuk's had purchased another 80 acres 
on Section 24-13-6. 

The first Dolyniuk farm now belongs to Ted 
Faryon and Billy Dolyniuk owns the other farm. 

Jacob, Andrew and John, along with the parish
oners, were the first builders of the Greek Catholic 
Church (The Ukrainian Catholic Church now stands 
there.), in Tyndall. They cut the logs and hewed them 
and Jacob planted the spruce trees that still stand 
near the church. 

By: Julie Dancho 

Maria and Jacob Dolyniuk. 
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Horec~ Family History 

Mary Kosak came from Poland when she was 
one year old. She came with her parents John and 
Rosalia, her sister Mary and brother Mike. Before 
reaching Canada, Mary got chicken pox. The family, 
along with three other families whose children had 
come down with the disease, were taken off the ship 
near Halifax. They stayed there for eight days 
before they boarded a train and left for Winnipeg. 

They spent two days at the Immigration House 
before leaving for the Winkler area. They lived there 
for four years before moving and settling in the 
Cook's Creek area, where a lot of their Polish friends 
had settled. 

Mary met William Horeczy and they were soon 
married in Cook's Creek. They owned 80 acres in the 
Cook's Creek area and farmed for a living. They 

William, Joe and Mary Horeczy. 
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moved to Dugald, where they lived for about five 
years. Then they moved to Tyndall in 1931. They 
bought 160 acres north of Tyndall. They farmed there 
until 1947. 

Their daughter Stella bought the farm, before 
selling it to Don Shumilak (the current owner). 
William and Mary moved to Winnipeg, where they 
lived until 1955 . They then moved to Garson. In 1959 
William died, so Mary bought a house in Tyndall 
(across from Luch's) and lived there until her death in 
1969. 

William and Mary had nine children: Jeanie 
(Fecek), Stella (Novakowski), Joe, Nellie (Chepsuik), 
Katie (Bassler), John, Helen (Unger), Frances (Gravel
line) and Carl. 

Jeanie and Stella still live in Tyndall. 

Top row: Stella, Joe, Carl (in Joe's arms), Jeanie. Bottom row: 
Frances, Katie, John, Helen, Nellie (behind Helen). 



Pleskacz Family History 

Joseph and Rosie (Wilgosh) Pleskacz were 
married in 1900, and came to the Sandhills around 
1905. They, along with Stanley and John Corda, Mike 
Mactula, the Burkowskis and others had come from 
Poland by ship. They landed in Halifax and came by 
train to Winnipeg. Two days later they arrived in 
Beausejour. 

When they arrived they knew some of the 
people at the Sandhills, including the Banashes. 
While Joseph went to Brokenhead to look for land, 
Rosie stayed in Beausejour with people they knew. 
He failed to find any land in Brokenhead, so the 
Pleskacz family returned to the Sandhills. They 
bought 80 acres for about $500.00. 

In 1932 their eldest son bought a farm, all bush, 
four miles north and one-half mile east of Tyndall. 
John, their son, farmed until 1966. He then moved 
into Tyndall. 

Joseph and Rosie lived on their farm until 1949. 
They retired and moved to Beausejour, where they 
died. Joseph lived from 1880-1951 and Rosie lived 
from 1879-1958. 

Joseph and Rosie Pleskacz had eight children: 
Mary married Frank Marynewich, Carrie married 
Julian Bialek, John is not married. Anton married 
Nellie Kulbaba, Eddie married Rosie Novitski, Josie 
married Mike Saronchuk, Jean married Ben 
Borsowich and Florence married Mike Skiba. Mary 
has since died and Julian has also died. John lives in 

Joseph and Rosie Pleskacz. 

Tyndall. Anton and Nellie reside in Winnipeg. Eddie 
and Rosie are in Beausejour. Josie and Mike live in 
Kenora. Jean and Ben are in Winnipeg. Florence and 
Mike live in Thunder Bay. 

By: John Pleskacz 

Steve Hlady Family History 

The Hlady brothers, Steve and Tymko, arrived 
from Austria in 1900. They landed in Quebec. Steve 
and his wife brought their three children with them, 
Fred, John and Mary (Holigrocki). The family settled 
in the Brokenhead area. They purchased their 
homestead from the Provincial Government. 

Steve bought two oxen, with which they worked 
the few cultivated acres. He also bought two cows. 
Their first house was built of logs, which were cut 
from the farm. Not having any money with which to 
buy shingles, the roof of the house was thatched with 
hay. Since the land could not provide a living for the 
family, Steve was forced to go out and work with the 
Mennonites south of Winnipeg. 
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The first Ukrainian settlers in the Brokenhead 
area consisted of about thirteen families. A very 
important part of their life was the church. Their 
church was greatly missed in this new land. The 
settlers therefore decided that they needed a church 
in which to worship. Each of the families donated 
40 dollars in cash, and also their labor. A church 
was built and was used for many years. It is now 
vacant as many of the people have joined other 
parishes, particularly Beausejour. It is however a 
monument to the hardy pioneers. The church 
building has been moved to Beausejour, and added to 
the Pioneer Village. 



Martin Monetta Family History 

Martin Monetta was the only son of Paul and 
Anastasia Monetta. Paul was born in Poland in 1874 
and Anastasia was born in 1872 also in Poland. Their 
first place of residence after immigrating to Canada, 
sometime before 1905, was Winnipeg. In 1912, 
Mr. and Mrs. Monetta moved to Beausejour, settling 
on a two and a half acre piece of land on the 
northwest outskirts of Beausejour. Paul died on 
May 14, 1951, and Anastasia died on August 31, 1958. 

Paul and Anastasia Monetta. Daughter, Ailene, in middle 
(1940). 

Martin's father Paul was an unskilled labourer, 
working at various jobs, as other immigrants did at the 
time. Their main concern was to earn enough to 
feed the family. He worked on the Provincial 
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Highways, harvesting or whatever came along. 
Young Martin was born in Winnipeg on Sept

ember 8, 1905. He attended school in Beausejour, 
and even as a boy, showed great talent both mechanic
ally and artistically. During the Christmas season it 
was Martin who would be asked to decorate the 
classroom with drawings of Santa Claus and reindeer. 

Martin left school early, owing to economic 
reasons, as did other boys his age. Martin's education, 
however, did not cease. He was very interested in 
things scientific, and was an avid reader of books and 
periodicals on science and mechanics. His knowledge 
at that line was better than that of the average 
person. As a boy he began making models of farm 
buildings and farm machinery, such as threshing 
machinesJ tractors and hay balers. 

As he grew to adulthood, he became interested 
in other things. Among them was designing and 
building boats, as well as painting. He had en
rolled as a student in the Musgrove School of Art in 
Winnipeg. His specialty was in landscapes. Some of 
his murals were outstanding. One such mural was 
done for Dr. R. Giesbrecht. 

Martin married Irene Hadaller of Hazelridge, 
daughter of Frank and Katherine Hadaller. Their 
oldest daughter, Patricia, is married to Wayne Hladki 
of Beausejour. The youngest daughter, Maureen, is 
married to Tim Marcenkow, of Winnipeg. They also 
reside in Beausejour in the old Monetta home. 

Martin's oldest sister Ailene is married to Jack 
Simcox of British Columbia. They have one son, Jim, 
living in the Yukon. The younger sister, Rose, was 
married to Charles Ruddock of Edmonton. He is now 
deceased. 

Martin died on February 17, 1969. His widow, 
Irene, is re-married and is now Mrs. Steve Kizlyk, of 
Beausejour. 



MAN OF MANY TALENTS 

If the citizens of Beausejour and 
district were to look for the man amongst 
them possessing the greatest number of 
talents they would most likely select Martin 
Monetta. Not that Martin is very famous or 
very rich. 

But he does in many respects resemble 
that famous Italian of old, Leonardo da 
Vinci. Like Leonardo, Martin is a first class 
artist - at one time he was offered a job at 
$100. a week- (at the height of the Depression 
mind you) as a commercial artist with 
Canada's biggest firm of engravers. 

"Two weeks of drawing tomato cans 
and shoes was just enough for me. I need 
more action than that," says Martin. 

However, he was active in Winnipeg 
art circles for many years and still can whip 
out a cartoon in 15 minutes flat. 

However, boats have been Martin's 
chief love since boyhood. His first one was 
an affair built out of barrel staves and the 
canvas cover the neighbours used to cover 
their wood sawing rig. "It sure scared the 
horses when my chum and I first carried it 
down to the river," he recalls. 

Electricity is another thing that has 
always held a fascination for Mr. Monetta. 
In the early 20's he worked in California, 
building transmission lines, then worked 
for City Hydro from 1927 to 1939. Justfor 
fun he's built electric motors the size of a 
bean to run off a flashlight battery. Why? 
"Just to see how small you can make one," 
Martin smiles. 

For a good many years he worked as 
a layout man for the Peterborough Boat 
Company in Ontario. This was prior to his 
switch to electrical work because of an 
ever-increasing allergy to dust in the boat 
factory. At Peterborough he helped design 
and build many kinds of boats. Some of 
the larger boats he helped to build are still 
in service today. Later, while already living 
in Beausejour, he built boats on the side 
for corporations and private individuals. 

Mr. Monetta is still building boats 
today. While his car sits outside all winter, 
his two garages are filled with a boat each -
both of them close to completion. In his 
large garage or workshop, a large boat 
slated for the Yukon is waiting for the 
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finishing touches. 
"Couple of my friends in the gold 

mining business ordered it," he says. 
"They'll be around to pick it up this summer." 

The other boat looks like a creation 
straight out of Buck Rogers. Its sleek prow 
is pointed towards the horizon and its stem 
boasts a large fin that would do justice to 
any of today's missiles. 

Who is it for? Well, it's just for Mr. 
Monetta and his family. All the metal 
fittings have been carved out by hand, cast 
in a Winnipeg foundry, polished mirror 
smooth by Martin's loving hand, then 
nickel plated and installed. 

Modelling sailing ships is another 
passion of Martin's. In 1932 his model of a 
ship under full sail won him a first prize in 
a cross-Canada modelling competition. 

This object d'art now reposes in the 
living room of Beausejour's Dr.R.Giesbrecht 
Its workmanship has been much admired 
by all those that have visited the Giesbrecht 
home. Mrs. Giesbrecht admits that it's a 
little hard to vacuum with all its miniature 
line, intricate rigging and fragile sails. 

Besides all this, Mr. Monetta is also 
interested in nuclear physics, hunting, 
fishing, geology and a host of other things. 

"Guess if I had ever channelled my 
interests into one field, I might have made 
a pot," Martin muses, "but there are too 
many things that interest me. As far as 
money goes, all it ever said to me was 
'Goodbye'. Although I must say, I never 
was really hard up. One thing though, I've 
always enjoyed life and I'm always content 
with myself." 

The Monetta's live with their two 
daughters, Patsy 13, and Maureen, aged 9, 
in a house at the edge of town. Martin says 
he married a little late in life, but was glad 
he waited until he met his wife. 

"Did a little wiring job on a farm 
around here one day. Suddenly this girl 
struck me." And what happened? Martin 
gave up 'tinkering' as he calls it, until she 
said yes. 

At the present time, Mr. Monetta is 
employed as a lineman with the Manitoba 
Hydro. 

- Courtesy of Beausejour Beaver 



Shumilak Family History 

In the year 1900 my parents. Stanislaw and 
Paulina Shumilak. my grandparents. Paul and Jagusia 
Shumilak, Mikolaj and Karolina Bratkiewiecz, along 
with my uncles and aunts. Jan and Elizbieta Shumilak. 
Michael and Elizbieta Czostkiewietz. Poitr and Maria 
Gmitrowski. Leon and Karolina Dobrucki. and my 
single uncles Frank and Anton Shumilak. came to 
Brokenhead from Poland. which was under Austria at 
that time. They all lived with my Uncle Joseph and 
Aunt Julia Pirozek. who had come to Brokenhead the 
year before in 1899. They all lived in a two room 
house. The cradles were hung from the ceiling as 
there was no room on the floor. 

Arriving in Brokenhead in the month of June. 
there still was frost at night. They planted a garden 
and had a fair crop. The potatoes were very young 
when dug up in the fall. Mother used to say the skins 
would just peel off. 

The following year. 1901. my parents bought 60 
acres. which is part of the farm still owned by my 
brother Kazmir. My Grandfather and Grandmother 
Bratkiewicz lived with them. My Dad, with the other 
men. went out West to the big farmers for harvesting. 
The women made their own hay. dragging it to the 
stack with a rope. which was tied around a coil of hay. 
Later my parents raised a steer. When the steer was 
one year old they used the steer to drag the hay to the 
stack. The following year they bought an old mare. 
my Dad made a stone boat. hitched the steer and mare 
together and hauled the hay in that way. By this time 
they had two little girls. one being born in 1900 
(Mary). the year they came to Brokenhead and the 
other a year and a half later (Gladys). My parents had a 
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home of their own now and with the men gone 
harvesting all summer the women were kept busy 
with farm work. such as haying. cutting grain and 
bush clearing. as the land they had bought was mostly 
bush. By 1907. they had two more daughters: Cecilia 
born in 1905. and Victoria born in 1907. They also 
managed to clear most of the bush on this land. 

In 1909 the first son (Stanley) was born. Two 
years later. in 1911. Kazmir was born. It was at this 
time that my Dad decided to leave a half acre of this 
bush in its original state until all the children were 
born. 

In 1915 came another daughter. Caroline. followed 
in 1919 by daughter Helen. By 1925 one girl was 
married and three were working in Winnipeg. A 
family picture of the Shumilaks can be seen in the 
Settlement Period chapter. 

In the summer of 1925. the oldest boy cut the 
last half acre of poplar. while the younger children 
watched the big trees (and I mean big!) fall. The 
poplars from that half acre were over 30 feet high. 

As I write this little piece of my family's history. 
I can still remember that one-half acre with all its 
berries, Dove bird nests, its wonderful aroma at 
blossom time. and I am thankful that my Dad left this 
half acre. so that I can say I really know what the 
country looked like in the past. back in the early 
1900·s. And I am grateful and thank my parents from 
the bottom of my heart that they came to Canada so 
that their children and my children would have a 
better beginning. 

By: Caroline Golembioski 



Alex Girvitz Family History 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam and Ethel Girvitz were born in 
Vilno, Russia. In 1897, they left Russia for economic 
reasons, along with other reasons and arrived in 
Liverpool, England. They decided to stay here for a 
while. Three children were born to them: sons Ben 
and Alex, and daughter Ann. After a stay of three 
years they left England for Canada. They arrived in 
Winnipeg in 1900, taking up residence on Jarvis 
Avenue in north Winnipeg. This was the final 
destination for many east and central Europeans. 

Work was not very plentiful in Winnipeg so 
Mr. Girvitz took a job with the City of Winnipeg street 
department. The city was laying wooden blocks on 
Main Street, as blacktop surfacing came much later. 
The work was very hard as well as dirty. Boots worn on 
the job would have to be washed and dried each night, 
ready to be worn the next day. One day, as usual, the 
boots were cleaned and set in the oven to dry, but 
unfortunately Mrs. Girvitz forgot to remove them 
when dry. The boots dried so much that Mr. Girvitz 
could not put them on the next morning. At fifty cents 
a day he could not afford a second pair of boots, so 
that he had to wrap his feet in rags in order not to miss 
a day's work. 

Times were very hard, so everyone in the family 
able to work had to contribute with supporting the 
family. Alex says that he had a job at the stock yards 
for which he was paid $1 S. a month. It was not an 
eight to five, but a six to nine hour job. He was then 
IS years of age. 

In 1926, with the children pretty well grown up, 
the family moved to Beausejour. They rented a 
building, which was located near the present Vicky's 
stand, and opened up a second hand store. Business 
was good so they moved to the building on Third 
Street, just south of H. Shuster & Sons store. By then 
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Alex was taking a greater part in the running of the 
store. One day a jobber drove up and offered Alex a 
truck load of rubbers for $5.00. This looked like a 
good deal. Much against his father's advice not to 
buy as he suspected something fishy, Alex, never
theless, bought the truck load of rubbers. When they 
checked the merchandise over, it was found that the 
rubbers were all mismatched and were all for the 
same foot. Alex, although dismayed, was not beaten. 
At the next market he took the load of rubbers and 
sold them all at ten cents a pair. 

After the death of Mr. Girvitz, the boys expanded 
into cattle buying. Ben, however, did not stay long in 
Beausejour, and moved to Winnipeg. Alex continued 
in business by himself. In 1940 he married Elizabeth 
Schreyer, daughter of Jack Schreyer. They bought a 
farm two and a half miles from Beausejour, which is 
just a half mile south of the toboggan race track. They 
operated a dairy and grain farm. In 1968, Alex sold the 
farm to the Nolt family, who were recent arrivals from 
Pennsylvania. They are presently farming it. Alex 
again went into cattle business, buying locally and 
selling directly to the Chicago market. 

On November 19, 1972, Alex wanted a change 
and bought out the Beausejour Locker Plant from Sid 
Meltzer. He was very successful in his new venture, 
serving customers from as far as Pinawa, Lac du 
Bonnet and Winnipeg. Due to ill health, he sold the 
business and is now retired with his wife, Betty, and is 
living at 301 Ash Street. 

Alex and Betty, among other attributes, are 
remembered well because of their interest in this 
community and particularly their generosity to the 
Beausejour Hospital and East Gate Lodge, the personal 
care home. 



Larson Family History 

On February 1, 1872 in the Parish of Koping, 
Oland Island, Sweden a baby boy was born to Lars 
Peter Olsson. They named their first son John Olaf 
Helge Olsson. 

At the early age of 16 John immigrated to 
Canada on May 4, 1888. According to Swedish 
custom, he being the son of Lars, took the name 
Larson for his surname. From then on he was known 
as John Olaf Helge Larson. 

After he arrived in Canada he began to work as 
the c.P.R. sectionman at Eagle River. He also worked 
at VermilIon Bay, Kenora and Sinnot. He supervised 
the building of the present main line from Molson to 
Winnipeg, through Lydiatt. This made a much 
shorter route than the original line. 

John Larson was a kind, friendly, generous 
man, and a loving brother. 

After the death of his mother in 1889, he began 
to bring his brothers and sisters out from Sweden. 
Ossian (James) and Arvid came to stay with John for a 
time. Alex and the two sisters went to the United 
States. Freda, who was Arvid's twin sister, married 
and had two daughters and one son: Roma, Lois and 
Edwin. Signe married a man named Otto Schmidt. 
Alex stayed in Chicago, where he worked as a 
carpenter for a while. He then came to Winnipeg 
where he remained. He was part owner of the Bell 
Hotel. Arvid built a house at 122 Landsdowne, in 
Winnipeg for his wife and son Cecil Arvid. When 
Arvid went to the United States, where he remained, 
Alex took over the house. Arvid's son Cecil stayed 
with John Larson's family, until he was 17, when 
he too went to the States. He is married and lives 
in Detroit. Alex married Gerda Stendahl. They 
have both passed away. 

Ossian stayed with John for a number of years 
and operated the store that his brother had built. In 
1907 he leftfor Kenora, and later worked for the C.P.R. 
at Keliher, Saskatchewan, and in 1913 he arrived in 
Portage la Prairie, with his wife Florence and their 
children James, Elsie and Loraine. He passed away in 
1937. 

John Larson was an enterprising young man. 
He built a store in St. Ouens, which was operated by 
his brother, Ossain (James). He also operated the 
sand pit, shipping out car loads of sand. He bought 
up to 6000 cords of wood a winter from the settlers, 
allowed the wood to season, and shipped out carloads 
of seasoned cord wood. 

On July 2, 1898, John married Catherine Reid. 
They were married in Kenora. They had two sons, 
Albert (Bert) John Olaf in 1899 and Arvid Reid in 1901. 

At first the Larsons lived in the section house. 
Once, during the railway workers strike, they were 
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obliged to vacate the premises until the strike was 
over. In the meantime they stayed in the living 
quarters in the back of the Larson store. 

Wedding picture of Catherine Reid and John Larson, July 2, 
1898. 

Shortly after this Mr. Larson traded his store for 
the Reid farm. This left the little house on the farm 
empty, although it was rented out several times. The 
15 acres across the river, Mr. Larson sold to his 
brother Ossian (James) who built a little log house. 
During the time that Ossian operated the store there 
was a tiny zoo in the backyard. The chief animal was a 
black bear. There were also a wolf, a fox, and several 
cages of birds. When the bear had grown large he got 
loose and began to attack the poultry and then 
threatened the people. The bear was destroyed, and 
the zoo closed. 

Mr. Larson and family moved to Molson. He 
had been promoted to a shorter section, including a 
yard. They lived there for 13 years and then came 
back to St. Ouens when Mr. Larson left the C.P.R. He 
farmed there with his sons and nephew. However, 
this was not the end of railroading for him. John then 
supervised the building of the spur line from White
mouth to Seven Sisters Falls in 1928. This was when 



the power plant was being built there. The purpose of 
the spur line was to bring supplies and equipment. 
The line has since been torn up, its usefulness ended. 
Again when John was 75 years old, in 1947, he 
supervised the relocation of the tracks and bridge at 
Lee River. 

Arvid, Mrs. Catherine Larson, Mrs. John Reid holding 
grandson Archie Bruce, Bert Larson at right. 

The Reid home in SE 32-12-8 E. This later became the home of 
John Larson and family. Catherine Reid Larson is holding Bert 
Larson. 
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He retired from farming in 1944. Arvid who had 
been farming with his father, took over the farm. 

Arvid married Elta Borrowman (Atkins) on August 
1, 1942. Bert who at one time worked as a brakeman 
for C.P.R., began working for Canadian Consolidated 
Elevator Company. He had charge of the elevator at 
Whitemouth, and later in Beausejour. He served as 
Mayor of the Town for some years. He married Helen 
(Nellie) Manchester in October 1948. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Larson celebrated their 
golden wedding anniversary on July 2, 1948. The 
following year on April 30, John Larson was struck by 
a fast moving car as he was crossing Third and Park in 
Beausejour. He passed away on May 10 as a result of 
the accident. 

Mr. and Mrs. Larson in later years, at their 50th wedding 
anni versary. 

~. 



He had been a member of the Odd Fellows 
Lodge, and was an active member of the Masons. He 
was given a Masonic funeral. 

His wife Catherine passed away on March 25, 
1962 on her 80th birthday. 

Arvid continued farming until 1970 at which 
time he sold the farm to Dr. Ed Otke. For 26 years he 
raised turkeys, pure bred cattle (short horn) and 
later, herefords. There was also a small number of 
pure bred Jersey cows. 

After selling the farm, he had a home built on an 
11 acre piece of land across the road from the 
farm. The place provided a full time occupation for 
Arvid and he kept the grounds in beautiful condition. 

In 1979 he won the award for the best "Non
Farm Home Ground" in Manitoba. The municipality 
entered the grounds in the competition. They also 
presented Arvid with a sign to be placed at the 
entrance of the grounds for the year 1979-80. Mr. and Mrs. Larson's house grounds in 1981. 

Albert Larson 

Albert Larson, eldest son of John and Katherine 
Larson, was born in St. Ouens in 1899. He received 
his early schooling there, until his father was trans
ferred to Molson, Manitoba, as C.P.R. Section Foreman. 
At 16 years of age he started working for the 
C.P.R. at many different jobs, finally ending up as a 
Trainman. 

During the slack times in the late 20's, he left 
the railroad and became a grain buyer at Whitemouth 
for the Canadian Consolidated Grain Company. In 
1936 he was transferred to Beausejour. 

Always keenly interested in civic affairs, he was 
elected to Town Council, as Councillor and was 
Mayor for 12 years, from 1952 to 1964. During his 
term as mayor he worked hard against much public 
opposition for the installation of waterworks. His 
dream became a fact in 1959; something that all 
citizens now appreciate. 

He was an expert curler and was secretary ot'the 
Beausejour Curling Club for many years. He was also 
a member of the Masonic Lodge. 

In 1947 he married Nellie Manchester (nee 
Hoban) and their home was open house to their many 
friends. Bert died in 1967. 

By: Nellie Larson 

578 

Mr. Larson promoting the Winter Farewell and Power 
Toboggan Races. 



Zubatiuk Family History 

My great grandfather, John Zubatiuk, was born 
in Kleevoden, Austria. My great grandmother, Anna 
Derkach was also born in the same small village. Both 
of my great grandfathers are of Ukrainian origin. 
John was a farmer and owned his own land in Austria. 
He farmed grain and tobacco, as well as raising cows 
and chickens. John and Anna had three children: 
William, Zamdra and Magdeline. 

William (my grandfather), realizing there was 
no fortune to be made in the old country, moved to 
Canada. Zanxira and Magdeline stayed with their 
parents in Kleevoden. They still live on the same 
farm, even though their parents John and Anna have 
both passed away. 

Zubatiuk children: Zanxira, Grandfather William, Magdeline. 

William's sister Zanxira, and her husband John 
were both farmers. John was killed in 1917, while 
fighting in World War 1. They had one child, 
Stephanie who was a housewife. Stephanie and her 
husband Peter Wook were married in 1925. They had 
one child, Maria. Maria is a cook in a restaurant, and 
her husband Michael works on the collective farms. 

William's youngest sister Magdeline was born 
in 1900, and she married John Koblick. They were 
also farmers. Their daughter Maria works on a 
collective farm. One of Maria's four sons is an 
electrician. 

William's father gave him $200. in Austrian 
money for the trip to Canada. In 1912, William paid 
$150. for transportation from Kleevoden to Quebec 
City. John Sawchuk, who had been living in Canada 
for 30 years, helped William come to Canada. William 
left Kleevoden with $50. and the clothes on his back. 
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On the trip over there was a total of about 1000 
immigrants going to Canada. They received three 
meals a day, consisting of meat, potatoes, bread and 
tea to go with lunch and supper. Each passenger had 
a single bed to sleep on. These beds were in a cleaned 
out area of the ship since cattle and prod uce had been 
shipped to Holland from Canada in this same area of 
the ship. William said that he never got seasick, and 
that conditions were satisfactory. 

From Quebec City he took a train to Montreal 
where he stayed for two days. After clearing all 
immigration procedures, William set out for Winnipeg. 
It took him 50 hours to reach Winnipeg. Here he met 
with uncle Peter and his uncle Steve. Peter had lived 
in Winnipeg since 1906, and Steve in Fisher Branch 
since 1909. William stayed with his uncle Peter in 
Winnipeg. His first job was helping a stone mason. 
He sent money home to his parents in order to repay 
them for his fare. With this money they bought land 
for William back in the old country. William was 
planning on going back to Austria, but his plans got 
cut short with the outbreak of World War 1. William 
attempted to join the army, but was turned down 
because he could not speak English. During 1916 
William did odd jobs like dishwashing, furnace work 
and he also got involved with building the water line 
from Shoal Lake to Winnipeg. 

During the winter of 1919, William was a 
cement finisher working on the tunnels through the 
mountains. These train tunnels were layered on the 
inside with cement to prevent falling rocks. He 
worked there for three months. Then he went to work 
in a paper mill on Vancouver Island. His duties at this 
job included adding chemicals to the wood to break it 
down. 

In 1920, William moved back to Fisher Branch. 
Here his two uncles and himself, built and managed a 
flour mill. In 1921, William went to Fort Frances to 
work in the paper mill. Here he worked the machines 
that ground the wood into chips. He worked here 
until the fall of 1923. In the winter of 1923, he went to 
help with the flour mill. He then went to Pine Falls 
and worked as a cement finisher. 

In 1926, William got married to Anna Ruchka. 
During the first two years of married life they lived in 
Fisher Branch. They moved to Winnipeg in 1928. 
William and Anna had three children. 

During the winter of 1928 William went to 
carpentry school. Their eldest daughter, Stella, was 
born in 1928. Stella married Peter Shumila. Stella 
teaches Kindergarten in Beausejour, and Peter was an 
implement dealer and a farmer. They have one 
daughter, Pamela. Pamela is currently taking dance 
lessons and is a high school student. 



William and Anna Zubatiuk, 1976. 

William and Anna's second child, John, was 
born in 1945. John is a teacher, and his wife, Pat, is a 
nurse. They have a daughter, Tanya, born in 1973, 
and a son born in 1975 named Jonathan. 

Their youngest daughter, Linda was born in 
1949. Linda is a medical secretary and her husband is 
a hairstylist. They have no children. 

All of the children of William and Anna Zubatiuk, 
are now residents of Winnipeg or Beausejour. All the 

William and Anna Zubatiuk's children: Linda Delmage, John 
Zubatiuk, Stella Shumila and her husband Peter. 

offspring of Zanxira and Magdeline are still living on 
the old homestead in Kleevoden, Ukraine. 

By: Pam Shumila 

Peter and Stella Shumila, daughter Pamela. 
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Tolosko Family History 

Ignace Tolosko, his wife and small son, Alex 
immigrated from London, England. They arrived 
there in 1896 from Poland. In England he was 
employed as a cabinet maker. News of opportunities 
in Canada reached the Toloskos and in 1899 they left 
England and came to Winnipeg. There Mr. Tolosko 
obtained employment with the C.P.R. building rail
road coaches. In 1901 the railroad began laying off 
men so Mr. Tolosko decided to try farming. 

The family moved to Cromwell, settling on an 
80 acre farm on the Brokenhead River. He later 
moved to a larger farm in the Sandhill area. The rest of 
the children were born in Sandhill. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Tolosko have since died, and their two surviving 
children are Ann (Horton) from Arkansas, and Anton 
from Beausejour. 

Anton married Margaret Baker. After they were 
married they started a small business in Julius, on the 
main line of the C.P.R. Their business consisted of a· 
general store, a sawmill and a wood and pulp business. 
Margaret was a school teacher. She taught four years 
in Fisher Branch, three years in Julius and one year 
in Cromwell. They have two children: Judy and 
Sandy. 

Tolosko Family. Back row: Beatrice, Ann, Jack, Joseph and 
Alexander. Front row: Francis, Mrs. T olosko, Anton, Mr. I. 
Tolosko. 
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They stayed in Julius several years, and finally 
moved to Beausejour. Anton established a wood and 
coal bu.siness. He also installed a public scale, on the 
property bought from the E. A. Dugard estate. He 
acquired some industrial equipment and did a con
siderable amount of'custom work, such as excavating 
and stripping. He and Marg have since retired to an 
easy life of fishing and more fishing. 

Their two daughters both attended school in 
Lorette and are both married. Judy is married to Larry 
Desmarais, of Lorette. They live in Vermillon Bay, 
Ontario, and operate a string of resort cottages. Sandy 
is married to Allan Bodnarchuk of Tyndall. Allan runs 
the Tyndall garage and is an avid stock car racer. 

Anton Tolosko family: Margaret,Judy, Sandy, Anton. 



Harry Gibson Family History 

In the late 1890's the Harry Gibson family came 
to Canada from South Africa. They arrived in 
Winnipeg, and eventually acquired a piece of land in 
Sinnott, as this district of st. Ouens was then called. 

There were five children in the family: Millie, 
the eldest, Evelyn, Gladys, and the boys, Cyril and 
Cuthbert. They al~o had a coloured maid with them. 

Mr. Gibson was an Englishman. His wife was a 
native of one of the Channel Islands, Jersey Island. 
Her town was called st. Ouens. 

Mr. Gibson was the first postmaster in St. 
Ouens, then called Sinnott. The mail used to be sent 
sometimes to Sinnott, Saskatchewan and vice versa. 
This was inconvenient and confusing so a change of 
name became necessary. Mrs. Gibson suggested st. 
Ouens and the name was adopted for the post office. 
Later the C. P. R. changed the name of the station to st. 
Ouens also. It eventually became the name of the 
district. 

Mr. Gibson used to receive money from his 
family in England. With some of this money he built a 
large barn on the river bank. It had a lower floor for 
the cattle, and a 10ft above for the hay. The site of the 
house and barn was SW 33-12-8 E., which was the 
same property that is now owned by Arvid Larson. 
Other owners after the Gibson's were the Joy's; then 
the George Robson family. The original log house of 
the Gibson's burned down. The people of the district 
got together and built another log house for the 
Gibson's-a fine example of community spirit. 

Mr. Gibson had had one of his legs amputated. 
He wore a wooden peg leg. He used to go daily to 
Beausejour for the mail bag. One winter day he was 
driving his little horse hitched on his toboggan. His 
peg leg hit a stump and broke off. He was incon
venienced until he could obtain a replacement. 
People were sympathic because of breaking his leg, 
until they realized it was a wooden leg that he broke. 

582 

Demolition of the old Gibson house (1970). 

The Gibsons did not stay too long in St. Ouens. 
They wished to get higher education for their children. 
Their daughter Evelyn studied law and became the 
first woman lawyer in Winnipeg. 

After their place was empty for a long time it 
was bought by Walter Joy. The log house had fallen 
into disrepair, so he did some remodelling, and put 
siding on the outside. The large barn was bought by 
Herman Bush, and moved to his farm. This is where 
Clarence Bush now lives. 

No further knowledge about this family has 
come to the people of st. Ouens. But the name St. 
Ouens is still the name of the area even though there 
is now no post office, school or store. Even the 
elevator that was built in 19"35 is gone, having burned 
down in 1979. The name St. Ouens is a permanent 
contribution of the Gibson family to this area. 

By: Arvid Larson 

r· i·: 



Harold Augustus Dugard 1889 - 1972 
Son of Edward 

Harold Augustus Dugard attended Manitoba 
Agricultural College and then Winnipeg Business 
College. He worked for George Scruton who bought 
out E. A. Dugard's hardware store in Beausejour. In 
1916 he sent a telegram from Winnipeg to his parents 
that he was driving home in a car he had bought (one 
of the first few in Beausejour) but it took all day to 
make the trip over the muddy roads and swamp. He 
taught his eight year old brother, George, to drive and 
left soon after to serve overseas with the Eighth 
Battalion (Little Black Devils). 

In 1917 Harold was wounded at Vimy Ridge 
with shrapnel embedded in the lower spine. After 
repeated surgery, Dr. White, a lady surgeon, was 
successful in removing the shrapnel and splicing the 
vertebrae with a silver plate. After months of hospital
ization in England he returned to Canada where he 
went into the hardware and lumber business for 
himself. In 1920 he married Nettie Laurie. 

Losing his store to fire in 1923, he built a larger 
store and yard on Park Avenue eventually selling out 
to the North American Lumber Company. The 
building was once operated by Beausejour Consumer's 
Co-op Appliance Centre, now by Helga's Fabric. 

During Harold's term as Mayor many sidewalks 
were built in the town. He purchased a parcel of land 
along the river, south of the highway bridge and 
turned it into a park in 1929, employing many people 
who were out of work during the Depression. This 

enterprise became Dugard's Camping Grounds Ltd., 
until 1968 when it was sold to the C.A.M.R. (Canadian 
Association for the Mentally Retarded) and renamed 
Sherwood Forest Camp. 

In 1936 Nettie Dugard died. 

Funeral Services For Mrs.H.A.Dugard 
Largely Attended 

Beausejour was deeply grieved to 
learn of the death of one of its most 
beloved citizens last Friday in the passing 
of Mrs. Nettie Anne Dugard, wife of HADugard, 
prominent businessman and former mayor 
of Beausejour. Mrs. Dugard's death was 
unexpected as she appeared to be progressing 
favorably after undergoing an operation 
earlier in the week. 

Born at St. Ouens, Manitoba, 44 
years ago, the deceased married Harold A. 
Dugard shortly after his return from over
seas service. Held in high esteem by all 
who knew her, Mrs. Dugard leaves a host of 
friends to mourn her death. 

Funeral services were conducted in 
St James Anglican Church by Yen Archdeacon 
D. T. Parker of Fort Garry, and was attended 
by many friends from Beausejour and 
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Winnipeg. The casket was banked high 
with many beautiful floral tributes, showing 
to some extent the high esteem and respect 
felt towards the deceased. 

So large was the crowd attending the 
service that many were unable to gain 
admission but followed the cortege to the 
graveside. 

Besides her husband the deceased is 
survived by three brothers; J. W. Laurie, 
Beausejour, P. Laurie, Pointe du Bois, 
Manitoba, and another brother living in 
Winnipeg. The pallbearers were: M.J.Hoban, 
G.V.Towle, W.M.Monnington, E.H.Towle, 
APitt and E.W.Holland. D. McAlister of 
Beausejour handled funeral arrangements. 

- The Flyer: Lac du Bonnet 
October 1, 1936. 



In 1943, Harold married Marjorie Barclay (nee 
Cresswell). His six children are Ruth, Raymond, 
stepson James, Heather, Mark and Daniel. During his 
last 20 years, he celebrated his birthday by driving out 
to the site of the old homestead on the Brokenhead 
River, visiting neighbours. Here he reminisced about 
the early days when as children they dug seneca root 
for a few pennies or rode steer through the bush. A 
favorite anecdote was about a special team of his 
father's: "an ox hitched up with a cow of matching 
stride". This would lead to tales of Brother Bill's pet ox 
always referred to as "my ox" which lapsed into 
"m'ox" and consequently became known as "Mox". 
Then there were springtimes when men built a raft to 

get supplies from the Beausejour store. The raft was 
made of sturdy logs tied together and was crude but 
river worthy. When they encountered a jam that was 
too heavy to portage they would be beached and 
another raft would be built above the river jam. 

A sombre note might end the visit. The memory 
of the big fire of 1897 which raged from the railway 
tracks north to Lake Winnipeg destroying homes and 
cattle, but sparing their house. Harold's father, who 
always made provisions for fire safety had burned fire 
guards. 

Mr. Dugard died in 1972, and Mrs. Marjorie 
Dugard is a retired school teacher living in Beausejour. 

Bednarczyk Family History 

John Bednarczyk immigrated from Poland, with 
his mother in 1886. John was eight years old when 
they arrived in Winnipeg. They lived in Winnipeg 
until John's marriage to Julia Reich of Ladywood. 

The young couple moved to Ladywood where 
they took up a homestead. John bought a team of 
oxen, and enough farm implements to break a small 
piece of land for a garden, and some grain to seed for 
feed. Times were very hard but they were able to raise 
a large family of 14. The three surviving children 
are Mrs. Mike Shulan and Mrs. John Kawecki 

Mr. and Mrs. John Bednarczyk. 
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both of Beausejour, and also Mrs. Antoinette Germain 
of Winnipeg. 

Mr. Bednarczyk was a colourful figure in the 
community. He held the office of Justice of the Peace 
for many years, and acted as court interpreter. He 
took an active part in Municipal, Provincial and 
Federal politics. John was a member of the Conserv
ative party all of his life. The family were members of 
the St. Peter and Paul Roman Catholic Church in 
Ladywood. 

Mr. Bednarczyk died in 1957 at the age of 88. 



Edward Augustus Dugard Family History 

Edward Augustus Dugard came to Canada from 
Birmingham, England to work as a surveyor on the 
Canadian Pacific Railroad. At the age of21 he cast his 
first vote in Ontario for Sir John A. MacDonald. He 
was articled to a lawyer, Fred Heap of Winnipeg and 
became an excellent conveyancer. In fact no contract 
ever drawn up by E. A. Dugard was ever successfully 
contested in court, and he was offered a partnership. 
He refused because it entailed living in the city. 
Instead he moved to Brokenhead in 1882 as the first 
settler in this district. He married Annie Wood, from 
Holland, Manitoba. 

In early years he worked as accountant and 
bookkeeper in the Town of Selkirk, coming home at 
the end of each week. Returning one day carrying a 
100 pound sack of flour on a tumpline, he was 
attacked by wolves. He named the neighbouring 
district, "Ladywood", as Ladywood was the section 
of England which he had corne from. In the year 

Edward Augustus Dugard 
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1908 he became councillorofthe Rural Municipality 
of Brokenhead. 

Their seven children were: Alice, Frederick, 
Harold, William, Gwen, May and George. 

In 1901, the Dugard's moved to the SW corner 
of Park Avenue and First Street in Beausejour. Here 
they built a hardware store and a triplex barn for their 
wholesale hay business. This triplex housed a 
covered in press for baling by horse power. Three 
boxcars were kept in the siding at all times, with one 
always filled to ship at a moments notice. The family 
home at the south side of the property, 108 First 
Street, Beausejour, is now owned by the Naayken's 
family. 

The Dugard boys were sent to school on 
Saturdays to learn the German language from Pastor 
Fuerst, as their father considered this a golden 
opportunity to further their education. It proved to be 
an asset in business throughout their lifetime. 
Frederick (1897 -1974) married Elsie Black, who taught 
school in Beausejour; Harold (1889-1972) married 
Nettie Laurie. After her death Harold married a local 
school teacher, Margaret Barclay. William (1891-
1973) married Annie Pescitelli, a Beausejour girl who 
was a telephone operator. George married Lillian 
Nimrod of Winnipeg. Alice became Mrs. Jack Shean, 
May married Ernest Howland, a C.P.R. telegraph 
operator. Gwen died in infancy in 1908. 

George Edward Dugard, born 1908, was brought 
up in Beausejour and served in the Air Force (1943-
1945). Having two degrees in music - Bachelor of 
Music in Voice and ARCT in Voice - he taught music 
in Manitoba, California and British Columbia. Being a 
Bachelor of Theology, he was a Baptist pastor in 
Winnipeg, Anaheim and Catalina Island in California 
and Kelowna, B.C. He is now retired and living in 
Toronto. 

E.A. Dugard house. 



Joseph Keilbach Family History 

Joseph Keilbach was born in Ketsch, a small 
town ou tside of Mannheim in Germany. He was the 
eldest of three children and led a soft life in his 
youth, since his father was quite wealthy. He was 
14 and attending boarding school when his mother 
died. 

He underwent compulsory military training and 
had many stories to tell about the sternness and rigors 
of army life under the Kaiser. He did not get along 
with his step-mother and often quarreled with her 
and. as a result. his father too. One night his father 
insulted him in a beer parlor where he was with some 
of his friends. saying that he was no good and never 
would be. Cut to the quick, he decided that he would 
leave home. and the next morning he informed his 
father that he was going to go to America. His father 
just laughed saying that he did not have any money. 
Joseph reminded him that he had an inheritance from 
his mother and wanted it. 

He immigrated from Germany in 1881. arriving 
in Sprucedale, Parry Sound, on September 3rd. He 
visited a cousin there named Bellinghoff with an 
interest in learning about conditions and the possibility 
of establishing himself in the community. He was 
told about a German immigrant family with seven 
daughters living just two miles down the road. He 
visited and met his bride to be: Mary Pearl Geisler. 
Ten days later. September 13. they were married. The 
wedding was moved forward to tie in with one of the 
infrequent visits of a Catholic priest in the region. 
They had a long. happy marriage and had 12 children. 
including the first which was still born and the last 
who died in infancy. 

The Keilbachs lived in Spruced ale for the next 
15 years. cutting wood and farming. While the family 
remained there Joseph travelled to the u.s. to visit 
relatives and then went to Winnipeg. He found work 
in the fields near Portage la Prairie and Brandon. With 
the money he had made in his pocket. he returned to 

Joseph and Mary Keilbach taken in 1922. 
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Winnipeg. Through a real estate office he learned of 
the rich farmlands to the east and purchased 160 
acres at Cromwell. 

He returned to Spruced ale and then. in the late 
fall of 1896. left with his cattle to take up farming in 
Manitoba. His eldest sons. Edward. Carl and Henry 
accompanied him. The boys were 9. 10 and 12 years 
of age at the time. They began the task of clearing the 
land and cutting wood for income. By 1897 he had 
built a home and sent his wife money to join him. 
They lived in Cromwell for three years. A second 
purchase of 400 acres of land near Green Bay was 
made. A home was built on it and the family moved 
there in 1900. In 1902 a third purchase was made; this 
was 1 Y2 sections at Beausejour where the family 
home was built in 1905. 

Joseph became a very prosperous farmer through 
hard work on his part and that of his sons. Monies 
were made through the cutting and selling of cord
wood and the sale of hay and grains. As owner of the 
first baler and thresher in the region. he contracted 
this service through the late fall and winter to those 
not having these implements. 

In the year 1905 he established the Manitoba 
Glass Works. "So successful did the glass enterprise 
prove to be. that within a couple of years it had 
captured practically all of the glassware market in 
western Canada". (quoted from the Beausejour Beaver 
of June 23. 1964). This undertaking failed due to the 
high cost of production and the competition of larger. 
well-established glass works in the East. His only 
voiced regret was that he lacked the foresight to have 
invested his money in beer parlors. 

The Keilbachs had a large family. nine of whom 
survived to adulthood. A photograph taken in 1908 in 
front of their Beausejour home shows the family. 
Four of them: Louis. Frank. Ellen and Eva are still 
living. and were the honored guests at a family 
reunion on July 18 and 19. 1981. The reunion 
commemorated the centennial of the family pa
triarch's arrival in Canada. It was attended by some 
100 of the 127 offspring. The seven brothers 
shown, all owned farms in the Beausejour district 
and worked together with shared equipment 
during the harvest. Two grandsons, Glenn and 
Rodney, of the eldest family member, Edward, still 
farm south of Beausejour. 

The Keilbachs were hard-working. God-fearing 
citizens who took a strong interest in their church and 
community. Patriarch Joseph was a member of 
Beausejour's first council formed in 1909. and served 
as councillor for several years. He was the Mayor of 
Beausejour in the year 1921. He also served for many 
years on the Council of the Rural Municipality of 
Brokenhead. His eldest son. Edward. was a Trustee of 
the Beausejour School District for 32 years, 



and a member of St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church 
Board for almost as long. 

The offspring of Joseph and Mary Keilbach, in 
chronological order, and their spouses are: Edward 
and Catherine (Kate) McDonald; Carl and Gladys 

Shumilak; Henry and Caroline Engel; Joseph and 
Anne Wuckert; Louis and Mary Ann Gunn; Ellen and 
Stanley Brown; Frank and Katherine (Kate) Steinhauer; 
John and Helen Kaszowski; and Eva and Harry 
Montford. 

Joseph and Mary Keilbach family, 1908. Standing: Louis, Eva, 
Carl, Ellen, Edward, Henry, Joseph. Sitting: John and Frank. 

587 



Boyko Family History 

On my father's side, my Great Grandfather, 
Andrew Boyko, was born in Wylyki Howyliw, 
Ukraine in 1864. My Great Grandmother, Favrona 
Laskow, was born in 1875 in a little Western 
Ukraine town, Pshenetz. They were married in 
1890. Out of five children born, three were born in 
Canada and the other two were born in the Ukraine. 
Bill, the eldest was born in 1891, and Walter,second 
eldest was born in 1902. 

Andrew, in 1910, at the age of 46, left his 
homeland and family and set out for Canada. He was 
the first member of his family to arrive in Canada, and 
his one month trip overseas was long and rough. He 
arrived in Winnipeg with hopes of finding a job with 
higher wages. After six weeks of job hunting, he 
finally got on as a lineman with the C.N.R. Andrew 
would not have left his beloved homeland but since 
there was a depression in the Ukraine he decided that 
it would be wise for him to 90me to Canada and see if 
the living conditions would be better. Also, all of his 
friends were coming over so he would not be alone. 

Andrew, Favrona, Bill and Walter were forced to 
clear their land by hand. The only equipment they 
had were a few axes and a hand saw. Their house was 
built with logs and filled in with clay at the joints. It 
had two rooms. One room served the purpose of the 
kitchen, dining room and a bedroom. The other room 
was the living room during the day and it was 
converted to three bedrooms at night. 

During their first year there, they did not have 
much in the line of farm animals so the food they had 
was gained from hunting. 

The next year was a better one. Andrew had 
bought a cow in the spring and it was killed in the fall 
to supply meat for the winter. In the summer, the 
meat was pickled in pickling spice and salt and then it 
was preserved in jars. For the winter the meat was 
frozen and kept in the granary. My Great Grandmother, 
Favrona, managed to plant a garden that yielded a 
good supply of vegetables. The vegetables lasted 
from the fall of one year to the fall of the next: and kept 
the family well fed until the new batch came in. To 
store the vegetables through winter, Favrona placed 
them in sand boxes and during the summer they were 
placed in the root cellar. 

The water used to wash the floors was softened 
with ashes and the laundry soap was made of lye and 
beef fat. 

Favrona would save the cream from the milk to 
make butter. She would then take the butter, 
approximately 12 pounds, to the store and in 
exchange she would make her own rye bread and 
bake it in an outdoor clay oven. 

On their homestead, Andrew and Favrona had 
three more children: Pete, born in 1913; Ann born in 
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1914; and Mary born in 1917. All the children stayed 
on the homestead until they were married and moved 
on their own. 

Great Grandmother Favrona, Grandmother Anne and 
Edward. The picture was taken on the farm in Julius (1935-
1936). 

My Great Grandfather, Andrew, to his own 
satisfaction, carved his coffin. He wanted to be 
buried in it when he was laid to his eternal rest. When 
his time finally came, his coffin was not completely 
finished, but he was buried in it as he requested. He 
passed away in 1940 at the age of 76. My Great 
Grandmother, Favrona, passed away in 1960 at the 
age of 85. 

Both of my Great Grandparents were laid to rest 
in the Beausejour Cemetery. 

Bill Boyko, eldest son of Andrew and Favrona, 
was born on May 11, 1891. In 1924 he married Nettie 
Brick; born February 11, 1906. 

Bill was employed for several years as a lineman 
for the C.N.R. He quit his job there and then worked 
for Manitoba Hydro until his retirement. 

Bill and Nettie reside in Whitemouth, Manitoba. 
They have five children: 1) Michael was born on May 
12, 1926 and died in 1962 at the age of 36. He was a 
miner in Ontario and was killed instantly after acci
dentally falling down a mine shaft, while working. 
He was survived by his wife Linda and his only child, 
a daughter, Linda. 

2) Stefanie was born on July 
8, 1927 and in 1948 she married Slem Doorman, born 
in 1926. They have one daughter, Jennifer, born on 
September 18, 1960. Steffie and Slem now reside in 
Thunder Bay, Ontario. 

3) Ann was born on July 28, 
1931. In 1952 she married Lloyd Spurs, born in 1927. 
They have one son, Keith, born on October 12, 1956. 
Ann and Lloyd reside in Terrace Bay, British Columbia. 
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4) Jennifer was born on April 
20, 1933 and in 1951 she married Nick Kogocik, born 
in 1925. They have one daughter, Tracy, born on 
February 13, 1963. Jenny and Nick reside in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. 

5) Paul was born on August 
12, 1939 and in 1963 he married Betty, born in 1942. 
They have one daughter, Kim, born on January 7, 
1964. Paul and Betty reside in Hope, British Columbia. 

Walter Boyko, second eldest son of Andrew and 
Favrona was born on October 13, 1902. Walter is my 
grandfather and on July 11, 1931 he married my 
grandmother, Ann Jacob, born August 28, 1913. 

Walter came from the Ukraine in 1912 at the age 
of 10. He helped his father, Andrew, until he was 
14. At the age of 14 he went to work for the 
farmers during harvest. When the harvest was 
done, he worked for three months during the winter in 
a logging camp. Sometimes he travelled as far as 
Quebec to work with the loggers. Then he went to 
work in a restaurant as a short-order cook. He also 
worked in a brickyard and manufactured bricks. 
During his teens he held many jobs to earn money. In 
1924, at the age of 22, he was hired by the C.N.R. as a 
section man. He worked as a section man for 10 
years and was then promoted to a section foreman. 
He held this position for 30 years and retired from 
his job in 1964 at the age of 62. 

While my grandfather was holding his job as 
section foreman, he was transferred to remote and 
isolated areas. In some areas they had Indians for 
neighbours and the Indians supplied them with wild 
meat for food. They also picked and preserved wild 
fruits and berries. 

In the winter my grandfather would walk in the 
bush for a pasttime because there was no other 
people close to them or there were no activities for 
entertainment. 

My grandfather was able to attend school in the 
Ukraine, in Winnipeg and in Cooks Creek for a few 
years before he had to go to work to help his family. 
When he moved out to Julius there were no schools 
for him to attend. 

My grandfather said his life was hard during the 
Depression and because jobs were scarce at that time, 
they would be left without money at certain times. 

Walter lived in Julius until he was married and 
is now residing in Tyndall, Manitoba. Walter and Ann 
have three children: 

1) Ed ward, the eldest and my 
father, was born on August 27, 1933. On August 8, 
1959 Ed married my mother, Irene Malski, born April 
5, 1938. 

My dad is a shop foreman at the Agassiz School 
Division and my mother is a housewife. They have 
three children: Doug, born October 6, 1960. Doug is 
employed at the School Garage as well as lives at 
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home. Linda, born on September 16, 1964. Linda is in 
Grade 11 and lives at home. Wally was born on May 
29, 1967. Wally is in Grade 8 and is at home as well. 

My family lives in Tyndall, Manitoba. 

Grandmother and Grandfather (Walter and Anne Boyko), 
Evelyn and Pearl. Taken about 1944. 

2) Evelyn was born onJuly 9, 
1935. She had one son Michael (Wiczling) from her 
first marriage, born August 12, 1950. Michael 
married Gabriela Patzer of Beausejour. In 1961 
Evelyn married Michael Chymyshyn of Tyndall, 
who was born October 14, 1919. This was Michael's 
second marriage. He and Evelyn had one son, Dale, 
born December 27, 1963. Michael also had two 
children from his first marriage; they were Howard 
and Donald. Howard lives in Winnipeg, and is a 
musician, Donald is a radar technician and is 
presently employed in Saudi Arabia. Michael is 
manager of A.R.C. Industries in Beausejour, and his 
wife Evelyn is a hair dresser. They make their home 
in Tyndall. 

3) Pearl was born on August 
28, 1941. On May 27, 1961 she married John 
Klimchuk, born February 10, 1937. 

John is a Lineman Foreman and is employed 
with the Manitoba Telephone System. Pearl is a 
housewife. They have two children: Brenda, born on 
June 20, 1963. She is in Grade 12 and lives at home. 
Michael was born on November 8, 1967. He is in 
Grade 8 and lives at home. 

John and Pearl reside in Tyndall, Manitoba. 
Peter Boyko was the third child of Andrew and 



Favrona. He was born on September 27. 1913 and on 
May 17. 1941 he married Mary Nykoluk. born August 
29. 1920. died February 27. 1972. 

Peter was employed at Western Peat Moss for 
30 years as a welder. He retired in 1980 at the age 
of 67. Mary died of cancer in 1972 and is laid to rest at 
the Beausejour Cemetery. Pete resides in Julius. He 
is a few miles away from his place of growing up. They 
had six children: 

1) Ronald was born in 1941. 
On July 16. 1966 he married Eva Rosenfelt. born in 
1942. Ronnie is a carman. employed with the C.N.R. 
and Eva is a hairdresser. They have one child. Randy. 
born February 12. 1967. 

They reside in Transcona. Manitoba. 
2) Dorothy was born on 

August 4. 1942. On January 30. 1960 she married 
Orest Kalinski. born June 10. 1940. Orest is self
employed as a welder. Dorothy is a housewife. They 
have three children: Bob. born June 3. 1960. Bob 
works for Hand R Block and resides in Winnipeg. 
Kevin. born February 20.1965. is in Grade 10 and lives 
at home. Jason. born April 2. 1972. is in Grade two 
and lives ilt home. Dorothy and Orest reside in 
Tyndall. 

3) Richard was born on 
March 2. 1949. On May 15. 1971 he married Fran 
Sherlock. born April 3. 1951. 

Richard is a self-employed truck driver. Fran is 
a housewife. They have two children: Bret. born 
October 13. 1973. is in Grade one and Bradley. born 
June 21. 1977. is still at home. 

Richard and Fran reside in Calgary. Alberta. 
4) Carol was born on April 5. 

1953. On August 21.1971 she married Terry Martin. 
born March 15. 1947. 

Terry is a truck driver and Carol is a clerk at the 
Beausejour Town Hall. They have one daughter. 
Shelley. born on May 5. 1975. 

Carol and Terry reside in Beausejour. Manitoba. 
5) Edward was born on June 

9,1954. On October 1, 1977 Ed married HediHowk, 
born August 4, 1958. 

Ed is a self-employed contractor. They have no 
children. Ed and Hedi reside in Beausejour. Manitoba. 

6) John. the youngest. was 
born on December 24. 1955. On June 9. 1979 he 
married Pearl Buss. born February 18. 1959. 
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John is employed with the C.P.R. as a section 
man. John and Pearl have two children: Gordie. born 
January 8. 1978 and Hope. born July 7. 1980. 

John and Pearl reside in Julius. Manitoba. 

Ann Boyko was the fourth child of Andrew and 
Favrona. She was born in 1914. She married Frank 
Stupak. born 1913. 

They reside in Winnipeg. Manitoba. Frank and 
Ann have three children: 

1) Irene. born in 1950. 
married Ron Gaudreau. born in 1947. They have two 
children: Jeremy. born 1975 and Sean. born 1978. 

Irene and Ron reside in Winnipeg. 
2) Barbara and Leona were 

twins and were born in 1954. Barbara married Richard 
McVicar. born in 1949. They have one child. Natali. 
born in 1975. 

Barbara and Rick reside in Winnipeg. 
Leona married Rene Buros. born in 1944. They 

have no children and reside in Winnipeg. 

Mary was the fifth and youngest child of 
Andrew and Favrona. She was born in 1917. Mary 
married Tony Frosk. born in 1915. Mary died of 
cancer in 1973 and Tony remarried. They had no 
children. 

My great great Aunt Natalie Mazur was born in 
the Ukraine in 1884. She married Paul Mazur and 
they had one child. Alex. 

Natalie lived in a two room log house. Her son. 
daughter-in-law and their two children lived with her. 
The children slept in wicker baskets. which were 
suspended from the ceiling. 

In the spring she added 100 chickens to 
the already cramped quarters. The chickens were 
too small to be kept in the chicken coop so until they 
were big enough she kept them in the house. 

My great great Uncle Paul sowed grain by 
hand and also weeded it by hand. He also planted 
potatoes. 

In the fall when they received the money for 
their crops. they hardly had enough to cover their 
mortgage payments. Today. Natalie is 97 years old 
and she has survived her husband. Paul. who passed 
away in 1964 and her son Alex who passed away in 
1952. at the age of 44. 

By: Linda Boyko 

~: 



Stepaniuk-Okolita Family History 

Tekla and Gregory Okolita with their children 
Pearl, Joseph. Anastasia. Michael, Johanna and Steve 
left Czernica. Austria on the 29th day of May 1907. 
They were accompanied by a neighbour's son. Nicholas 
Stepaniuk. who was to later become their son-in-law. 
The group travelled to Antwerp. Belgium where they 
boarded the Ship "S. S. Arcadia" destined for Canada. 
The ship arrived in Canada at the port of Quebec at the 
end of June. 

Travelling to Manitoba (by train) they settled in 
the Beausejour area. While Gregory Okolita was a 
carpenter and cooper by trade. he found steady 
employment difficult to find. 

In November. 1910. Nicholas Stepaniuk wed 
Pearl Okolita and the Okolitas and Stepaniuks con
tinued to reside in Beausejour until 1920 when they 
moved to Ledwyn in the Interlake District of Manitoba 
to farm. 

Nicholas Stepaniuk found the land poor and 
with his family growing he found it increasingly hard 
to make a living. In the spring of 1921 Nicholas 
decided to return with his family to Beausejour. 
Nicholas and Pearl along with their children Peter. 
Bertha. Steven and Michael left Ledwyn by an oxen 
drawn wagon. The roads became impassable and the 
Stepaniuk family were forced to board a Winnipeg 
bound train in Riverton. From Winnipeg the family 
returned to Beausejour and purchased a few acres of 
land fronting First Street North, from Joseph Shaw. 

Stepaniuk family left to right: Nick Lysy and Mary Lysy 
(neighbours), Grandfather Gregory Okolita, Steve Stepaniuk, 
Mother Pearl, Father Nicholas, Peter. 

Front row: Bertha, Michael. Taken 
the summer of 1923 at 707 First Street. 

Joseph and Michael Okolita. finding the farm 
life equally hard in the Ledwyn area followed the 
Stepaniuk family back to Beausejour a few years later. 
Gregory also returned to Beausejour and passed away 
in 1950. his wife Tekla in 1948. 
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Nicholas established a small tailor business in 
Beausejour and the family became active members in 
community and church work. The Stepaniuks were 
members of the Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church. 

In 1926 Nicholas Stepaniuk. along with son. 
Peter. travelled to Milwaukee. Wisconsin and took 
work in a steel foundry. While in Wisconsin. his 
youngest son. Paul, aged four. passed away. 

Returning to Beausejour in 1928. Nicholas went 
to work for the C.P.R. 

In 1934. Nicholas Stepaniuk established a 
trucking business. "Stepaniuk Brothers Transfer". 
with his three sons. 

Though life in Canada was hard and demanding 
for Nicholas. he was always grateful for the opportun
ity for his family to grow with the country. Unfortun
ately. his life met a tragic ending in 1938 when he was 
struck down by an automobile while riding his bicycle 
home. He died the following day in the Miseri
cordia Hospital, leaving the Stepaniuk roots long 
established in the area which had given him and his 
family much happiness and satisfaction. His wife 
Pearl passed away in 1954. 

Eldest son Peter married Louise Motyka from 
Melrose, Manitoba in 1935 and established a farm 
near Garson. Manitoba. Eventually Peter and Louise. 
with their family Peter Jr.. Gordon. Patricia and 
Richard moved to Winnipeg. Their first born. a 
daughter. Margaret. died in 1939. Peter worked as a 
carpenter and foreman for various companies until 
his retirement in 1976. 

Bertha Stepaniuk married Walter Novak from 
Transcona in 1939. The Novaks have resided most of 
their married life in Beausejour with their children. 
Waltra and Robert. reaping the benefits of a small 
town upbringing. 

Steven Stepaniuk married Lorene Warkentine 
of Stephenfield. Manitoba in 1947. They are living on 
the original family homestead property in Beausejour 
and have continued in the trucking business with an 
excellent reputation. Steven and Lorene have a 
family of three children. Gary. Janet and Garth. all of 
whom have also enjoyed their small town upbringing. 

Michael Stepaniuk. the youngest son. married 
Hedy Lippman of Beausejour in 1941. He remained in 
the trucking business with his brother Steven until 
1950. when along with his wife and two sons. Hugh 
and Kent, moved to Vancouver. B.C. Michael became 
very active in the construction industry. later moving 
to Seattle where he has since retired. 

The Stepaniuk Clan have held reunions, have 
gathered at weddings and have gathered at 
funerals. They always speak of Beausejour - the 
memories of friends, family and their roots. 

By: Bertha Novak. 
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John D. Campbell Family History 

Mr. John D. Campbell came from Ontario and 
settled on a farm on the Brokenhead River. He was the 
first settler of 1875. The Campbell's brought six 
daughters with them. There were three sons as well: Alex, 
Tom and John. Upon the death of Mr. Campbell, the 
farm was taken over by his son, John. He farmed it for 
a number of years. He also had a beautiful site for 
picnicing known as "Campbell's Grove". There were 
many church picnics and socials held here in the 
early days. The son, John, sold this farm to James 

Ryan, a Winnipeg millionaire, and moved to Sask
atchewan. Some years later he moved back to Broken
head and purchased a farm from Mr. John McDonald. 
This farm was also on the Brokenhead River and 
adjacent to the old homestead. The Ryan farm was 
later sold to Joseph Urbanski, who still farms it. Harry 
Cornish married Nellie Campbell, one of the daughters. 
He was the first Secretary-Treasurer of the Brokenhead 
Municipality. 

Pierson Family History 

Per Pierson and Caroline Olson came to Brandon 
in 1888. Per worked on the railroad and Caroline 
worked in a sewing factory while they stayed in 
Brandon. Several years later they moved to Ontario. 
Per worked in a sawmill. 

Per and Caroline were married in Kenora, 
Ontario in 1890. In Ontario their two children were 
born to them: Leo in 1892 and Alexander in 1900. 

In 1901 they moved to Tyndall. Two years 
before they moved to Tyndall they had purchased a 
farm where John Kazina now lives. They paid four 
dollars per acre for the 240 acres of bush and stone. 
They lived in the house that was there and in the first 
year built a bam, with the lumber shipped from 
Ontario,as Per had worked for a sawmill in Ontario. 
Per later sold 40 acres of the 240 acres to Strimlin 
because of the limestone on it. Per farmed, but also 

worked in the quarries for 17 years. 
Caroline died on the farm in 1931 at the age of 

69. Per lived there until his death in 1950 at the age of 
88. Alexander farmed the land when his father 
retired, as his older brother had died in 1911 at the age 
of 19 years of appendicitis. 

Alexander married Esther Nelson. They had a 
daughter, Patricia (Popham). Esther died in 1957. 

Alexander (better known as Sandor) sold the 
farm and worked on the powerlines for a while, before 
he began to operate a garage across from Bodnarchuk's 
present garage. 

Sandor married Ruby Nelson (Riley) in 1968. 
They lived two miles north of Tyndall; they had lived 
in Tyndall all their lives. In 1978 Sandor and Ruby 
moved to the Limestone Villa in Garson. 

Nelson Family History 

Anders Nelson came to Canada in 1902 from 
Sweden. Skilene, who lived in Garson, had visited 
Anders in Sweden and convinced him to come to 
Canada. Anders arrived in Garson in 1904. While 
working for Bill Henry at the quarries, Anders lived at 
Anderson's in Garson, until 1904. 

In 1904 Anna (Berglund) Nelson, Ander's wife, 
and three sons: Gus, Oscar and Carl came to Tyndall, 
where Anders lived. Anders had been working for 
Strimlin, who ran small lime kilns. He had received 
1 % acres and a cow from Strimlin instead of money 
for his labour. Anders had built a log house before his 
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family had come. 
Anders later worked at the Tyndall Quarries. He 

worked there until he retired. He also worked a lot on 
railways. 

Their land was mostly bush, so they had to dig a 
garden by shovel. They lived in the same house all 
their lives with a little remodelling done at intervals. 

The Nelsons had three more children: Astrid, 
Alec and John. In 1938 Anders died and in 1949 Anna 
died. 

John Nelson, their youngest son, still resides in 
their home and in the same yard. 



Sergent Family History 

Robert John Sergent came to Canada in 1903 
from India. His wife to be. Mary Daniels came to 
Canada from England in 1905. 

In 1906 they came to Tyndall and in 1907 they 
were married in a Grace Church in Winnipeg. 

Dr. Golden and his wife. Livina (Robert John's 
sister) had moved to Tyndall earlier. Robert and Mary 
had come to Tyndall mainly because they had relatives 
in Tyndall. 

In 1906 they bought twenty acres one and a half 
miles north and three-quarters of a mile east of 
Tyndall. They built a log house and cleared some of 
the land. Robert worked in Ashford's Grocery in 
Winnipeg. He travelled to Winnipeg by train and only 
came home on weekends. His income was very small. 
but Mary was able to supplement it with a large 
garden and much wild fruit. They also kept cows and 
horses. Robert had started working in the Selkirk 
Mental Home. In 1925 he became a full-time farmer. 

Some of their neighbours here were: the Holmbergs. 
the Dureski's, Holmstrom's and Rassmuss's. 

They sold their farm and in 1928 they bought 80 
acres. next to the Tyndall Cemetery. one mile north of 
Tyndall. There was an old log house there. which they 
later fixed up. Ten to twelve acres were already 
broken. and they had to clear the rest. They had 
cattle. horses and chickens. Their new neighbours 
were: the Nelson·s. Alex McLeod and Percy McKay. 

In 1927 Robert Jr. got a "Model T", the family's 
first car. 

Robert and Mary had six children: Bessie (who 
drowned at the age of22). Robert. Herbert. Richmond. 
George. Sam and Donald. All the children are in 
Tyndall. except Richmond and Donald. who are in 
British Columbia. 

Robert died in December of 1963 at the age of 
83 and Mary died in October of 1971 at the age of 81. 

By: Robert and George Sergent 

Barton Family History 

In 1907 Alexander and Kostenzene Ba tynch uk 
(later changed to Barton) and their children. Steve and 
Nick. came from Austria-Hungary to Winnipeg in 
1889. 

They lived in Winnipeg for several years before 
buying a small homestead in Brokenhead. There was 
no timber there and the people that did have some on 
their land were cheated out of it by signing a contract 
of some sort. They were here for several years. until 
they bought a quarter section in Melrose (now Cooks 
Creek). They stayed in Melrose for several years 
before selling it and coming to Tyndall in 1907. 

Many of their relatives came to Tyndall also. 
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These included Luke. Nestor and Jacob Dolyniuk. 
and others. 

The Bartons bought 80 acres south of 
Devil's Creek. They lived there for the rest of their 
lives. The land still belongs to the family: Philip 
Barton and Theodore Batynchuk. 

Some of the neighbours around the Bartons 
were: the Komadowskis. Fred Rattai. the Slivinskis. 
the Winklers. Sergents and Mike Tattleman. 

The Bartons also had 11 children: Steve. 
Nick. Mary. Jack. Joseph. Katharine. Eva and Adam 
(twins). Max (he and his wife still reside in Tyndall). 
Michael and Annie. 



Riley Family History 

William Riley was born in Ontario and so was 
his wife to be. Elizabeth Morden. They were married 
in 1872. 

William and Elizabeth Riley (1922) 
50th Wedding Anniversary 

In 1898 William and Elizabeth Riley. along with 
their four children: Frank. Simeon. William and 
Minnie (Rawon) came to Tyndall. They bought 160 
acres two miles north and one mile east of Tyndall on 
the north corner. William. Elizabeth. and the children 
siowly cleared the land and built a log house. Within 
a short time they had built a barn and shed. 

William hauled wood by horse and cart to the 
quarries for a living. He also hauled wood to the 
smaller quarries (known as lime kilns). where he 
burned lime and then sold it. It was then shipped to 
Winnipeg by train. Elizabeth and the children 
planted a large garden. picked wild fruits and helped 
seed the land that they had cleared. 

In later years the family moved right into the 
town of Tyndall. Within several years they bought 
160 acres north of Tyndall. where Joe Nazarewich 
now lives. They came back to Tyndall and moved 
many more times after that. but they lived in the 
Tyndall district all of their lives. 

William died in 1928 and Elizabeth died in 
1938. 

Their son. Simeon. was born in 1875 in Ontario. 
In March of 1900 Simeon and Evelyn Julian were 
married. Before they were married Simeon had 
bought the quarter section two miles north of Tyndall 
where James Chorney now lives. He cleared some of 
the land and built a log house before he and his wife 
moved onto the homestead. Simeon farmed and 
burned limestone for a living. 

In 1935 they sold their farm and moved to 
Tyndall (where McLarens now live) because of many 
crop failures. They built a frame house and several 
log sheds. 

By this time they had had five children: 
Wilbert, Violet (Johnson). Ruby (Pierson). Fern (Anderson) 
and Marge (Nelson). 
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Simeon and Evelyn Riley on their wedding day. 
March 14, 1900 

Four generations (1914 or 1915) 
Bottom row: Philomine (great grandmother) and Wilbert. 
Top row: Simeon Riley, Elizabeth Riley. 

In 1956 Simeon died. Evelyn stayed at the 
house for several months. but decided to move to 
Winnipeg to live with her two daughters. She later 
moved to British Columbia to live with her other 
daughter. Evelyn lived here until her death in 1970. 

Their daughter. Ruby. married Fred Nelson in 
1942. They had two children: Laurel (Hownslow) and 
Allan. Fred died in 1966 and Ruby married Sandor 
Pierson in 1968. They lived in Tyndall all of their lives 
until 1978 when they moved to the "Limestone Villa" 
in Garson. 



Loeb Family History 

In 1839 my great great grandfather was born in 
Samaria, Russia, and he died in 1913. In his 20's he 
married Maria Christina (nee Becker). She was born in 
1837, and died in 1904. They had more than one 
child, but I only knew of one: Heinrich Wilkelm Loeb 
was born in 1862 in Samaria, Russia, and he died in 
1942. He married Katherina Elizabeth (nee Steinhauer). 
She was born in 1862 also. After they were married 
they had a total of nine children. 

Heinrich and Katherina Loeb. 

Their children were Anna, Christian, Heinrich, 
Maria Elizabeth, Peter, Conrad, Wilhelm (my grand
father), Johannes and Michael. They all were married 
and had many children. Johannes was the only one 
who never married. All the children except for 
Michael were born in Bangert, Russia. Michael was 
born in Lydiatt, Manitoba. My great uncle Christian 
was a conductor, and my great aunt Maria Elizabeth 
was a maid. All the other children were farmers, and 
all spread out along the Brokenhead River. 

Loeb family, left to right: Michael, John, Wilhelm, Conrad, 
Peter, Maria, Heinrich, Christian and Anna. Seated: Heinrich 
and Katherina Loeb. 

The first members of the family to come over to 
Canada were my great grandfather, and great 
grandmother. They came over from Bangert, 
Russia, in 1898. When they came over my 
grandfather was only four years old. 
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From the old country they travelled across the 
ocean for 15 days, and they finally landed in Hal
ifax. From Halifax they travelled by train to their 
destination. My great grandfather and great grand
mother were separated on their journey to the new 
land. My great grandmother finally reached her 
destination. They walked down from St. Quens to 
Lydiatt. When she and her children got to Lydiatt, 
they began to dig a big hole. When this was finished 
they put logs on top of the hole, then they put straw 
and mud on top of this. They stayed there until my 
great grandfather arrived. It took him a long time 
because he had the chicken pox and was quarantined 
before he was allowed into Canada. When he finally 
made it to Lydiatt he moved the family to Winnipeg. 
Here he worked at the Mennonite Village, and my 
great grandmother worked as a housekeeper for the 
richer people. My great grandfather found out that he 
really didn't like the work, so they went back to the 
farm in the Lydiatt area. It now seemed that my great 
grandparents were ready to settle down and bring up 
their family. 

My grandfather and grandmother were married, 
and they lived with his parents on the Loeb home
stead. My grandmother's maiden name was Reinhardt. 
While they were living with their parents they started 
to build their own house. Their house was one mile 
east of my great grandparents. This house is 53 
years old, and it is the house which my parents are 
living in today. 

Elizabeth Reinhardt (Schoenberger), Katherina Loeb, Hein
rich Loeb and Daniel Reinhardt. 

My grandparents had four children. They were 
Hugo, Ethel, Heintz Wilhelm (my dad) and Margaret. 

In the yard my grandmother planted trees (elms 
and maples) which surround the house and to the 
south she planted lilacs and spruces. She planted a 
very large garden and did a lot of canning with fresh 
fruits and berries. One year they got 18 wagon boxes 
full of potatoes, all of these picked by hand. One 
wagon box holds 70 bushels, which makes a lot of 
potatoes to pick. 



My grandfather was a farmer who was involved 
in a community pasture. This pasture was about three 
miles from our place, and was all bush and swamp. In 
the evening they would spend hours trying to find the 
cattle. After the cows were milked they would sep
arate the milk from the cream. They then put the milk 
into five and eight gallon cans and hauled it to the end 
of the lane. Here the Meltzer's transfer picked it up 
and took it to Beausejour. The cream cheques would 
be left in the empty cream cans. 

All the field work was done by teams of horses. 
When threshing time came, everybody would help' 
each other. One day they would do this yard, and the 
next day they would do the next. 

The first tractor that my grandfather got was a 
10-20 McCormick-Deering. He got this from Beausejour 
in 1935 or 1936. This tractor had steel wheels with 
some kind of metal flaps. The second tractor he got 
was a 1940 Case which can still be used today. His 
first car was a green 1929 Chevy Essex. 

The first hydro they had was in 1950. The first 
electrical appliances were a mix master (which we still 
use today), a fridge and a washing machine. They 
never did get a phone or running water. My grand
father was the only person around who could play an 
organ. 

The local school was about 20l miles from their 
home, and my grandfather was secretary-treasurer for 
31 years. My dad and his brother and sister only went 
to school until about grade 8 or 9. They all had to stay 
home and help with the farming. 

The first church services were held in the 
school in 1909. There were no resident pastors, so 
they had to come out from Winnipeg by train. Later 
on the pastor got his own car; the people still supplied 
him with meals and a resting place. My grandfather 
was the organist at the church for 35 years and now 
my cousin Elsie Loeb is the organist. Sunday school 
was held on Saturdays, and the first confirmation was 
a great uncle Conrad's in 1905. The first known 
double wedding was my great uncle Conrad's and 
Peter (they were brothers). In 1921 a new school was 
built, and the church services were held there .. By 
1940 they hoped to build a church, but this wasn't put 
into action until 1955. One acre ofland was donated 
by Fred Small, and in 1955 the basement was dug and 
construction began. The first baptism in the church 
was my cousin, Valerie Loeb. Our whole family still 
goes to the same church as my ancestors, the St. 
John's Lutheran Church. 

Some of their recreation time was spent swim
ming and playing hockey on the Brokenhead River. 
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The men played cards and drank home brew (bought 
from the Cloverleaf area). The women would knit, 
crochet and do embroidery. During the winter 
months they would meet at someone's house two or 
three times a week. 

When my dad, Heintz Wilhelm married Mary 
Yestrau, my grandfather and grandmother moved to 
Beausejour, and my dad got their house. My parents 
were the first to have running water and an indoor 
bathroom. Since they have been married my dad has 
stuck to farming, but we have no cattle. My mother 
was a school teacher for eight years, and is now a 
housewife. They had two children: Janice (me) in 
1964 and Terry in 1965. 

H. William and Mary Loeb's wedding picture. 
Left to right: William and Amelia Loeb, Mary (Yestrau), H. 
William Loeb, Mary and William Yestrau. 

My father'S brother, Hugo, was born in 1928, 
and married Bernice Schmidt. They had three children: 
Debbie in 1956 and then Valerie and Lorna. Debbie 
married Allan Lashek and Valerie married Tom Smith. 
Hugo mainly farms grain and such. His farm is 2 miles 
east of our place. 

In 1929 my aunt Ethel was born. She married 
Rudy Kunkel. They had three children, Lisa, Rena and 
Donna. For the first part of their marriage they lived 
in Transcona, where Rudy was a bus driver. They 
moved out to the Lydiatt area a few years ago and are 
currently living 0l miles east of Hugo's place. Ethel is 
a housekeeper and Rudy now farms and does odd 
jobs. 

My aunt Margaret was born in 1937 and married 
Don Drewlo. They lived in Winnipeg for a couple of 
years. There my aunt was a housewife and my uncle a 
chartered accountant. They then moved out to 
Beausejour where Margaret is a housewife and Don 
"does the books" for Agassiz Motors. 

By: Janice Loeb 



Yestrau Family History 

In 1868 my great grandfather, Frank Yestrau, 
was born in East Prussia, Germany. He married 
Louise Lucas, who was born in 1874 in Germany. My 
great grandfather along with his wife and brother Carl 
came to Canada in 1895. They started homesteading 
in Holland, Manitoba. While they were in Holland 
they had four children. They were William (my 
grandfather), John, Frederick and Harry. 

Frank and Louisa Yestrau. 

John was born in 1949. He was a farmer and 
never married. The other three were also farmers, but 
they all married and had children. 

In 1926 my great grandfather moved to the 
Rosewood area, and here he took up farming. He was 
a member of the Rosewood School Board for many 
years and was a councillor for the Municipality of 
Tache. In Rosewood they had four more children: 
Louise, Emma, Ernest and Frank. Louise and Emma 
were teachers, John a bachelor farmer, and all the rest 
were farmers also. All of the children in their earlier 
years had bought land and each son's land usually 
touched the others' land. 

In 1926 my grandfather, William Yestrau, married 
Mary Smith. They were married in Winnipeg at the st. 
Matthews Anglican Church. They then moved about 
three miles from his parents house, cleared land, and 
built a house. This is the same house which my 
grandmother lives in today. They had four children: 
Edith, Mary (my mother), Frank and Dorothy. 

Their main grains were wheat. oats and barley. 
The land was seeded by horses. For the first years of 
their marriage they had to cut grain by hand, make 
sheeves and stook it. When threshing time came, my 
grandfather had about eight men and their teams of horses 
come over and help him. They would usually work for 
about three to four days. My grandmother would make 
them all breakfast at five in the morning. It con
sisted of fried potatoes and salted pork. At 10 she 
would go out into the field and give the men cake, 
sandwiches and tea. At 12:00 they would all come in 
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for a full course meal. Then at 4:00 she would take 
them tea and pie. The men would keep threshing 
until I 0:00. They would then come in for another full 
course meal. 

My grandmother did all this plus the house and 
barn chores with only one helper. 

When the Depression came everyone found it 
very hard. Sugar, tea, coffee and butter were hard to 
come by. They had to use ration coupons to buy food. 

My grandparents had a mixed farm. There was 
grain plus cows and chickens. The first tractor that 
my grandfather had was a 1929 Fordson on steel 
wheels and their first truck was a 1922 Model-T Ford. 

My grandfather was a keen tobogganist and he 
had one of the first toboggans. My grandmother 
became a registered nurse at a children's hospital in 
Winnipeg. Since there was little demand for nurses, 
her career was short lived. 

My mother was born in 1936 in Rosewood, 
Manitoba. She went to the Rosewood School until 
grade 8, and then to the Lorrette Collegiate. In her 
earlier years all she talked was French. She later went 
to Normal School and became a teacher. In 1956 she 
went to Lydiatt to teach school. The school there was 
called the Corrall School. My mom shortly after 
married Heintz Wilhelm Loeb. They had two children: 
Janice (me) and Terry. 

William Loeb family, left to right: H. William, Mary, Janice and 
Terrence. 

My aunt Edith was born in 1929 and married 
Dalton Christofferson. They moved to B. C. and had 
two children: Mark and Brett. Edith is a seamstress 
and Dalton is a carpenter. 

My grandmother had four children that died. 
Frank was born in 1947. Frank married Luciannia 
Mireault. They live on the same yard as my grand
mother. Frank and Luciannia have one son, Randy. 
Frank is a farmer and Luciannia is a high school 
teacher. 

In 1940 my aunt Dorothy was born. She married 
Gordon RosIer and moved to Chilliwack, B.C. They 
have four children: Kevin, Rhonda, Peggy and Bruce. 
Dorothy is a housewife and Gordon is a furnace man. 

My grandparents had four children to survive, 
one boy and three girls. 

By: Janice Loeb. 

' .. "' 



Rudy Nikodem Family History 

Rudy Nikodem was born on February 28,1925, 
at Brokenhead, Manitoba. He is a semi-retired farmer. 
His parents were Wladyslav Nikodem and Gena 
Molinski. Wladyslav Nikodem was born on October 
28, 1902, at Ladywood, Manitoba. He was a farmer. 
His wife, Gena Molinski, was born on August 24, 
1902, at Brokenhead, Manitoba. Rudy Nikodem's 
grandparents were Frank Nikodem, Pezetka Novakowski 
and Peter and Christina Molinski. Frank Nikodem 
was born in 1851 at Praha, Czechoslovakia. His wife, 
Pezetka Novakowski, was born in the year 1869 at 
Herza, Poland. Peter Molinski was born at Sohowola, 
Poland, in 1886. His wife, Christina, was born at 
Brodiw, Poland, in 1888. Rudy's ethnic origin is 
Polish. His religious affiliation is Lutheran. Rudy's 
grandparents were the first to arrive in this area. 

Rudy Nikodem's wife is Wilma Schmidtke. She 
was born on July 6,1933, at Burwald, Manitoba. She 
is a housewife. Wilma's parents were Rienhold 
Schmidtke and Lydia Grienke. Reinhold was born on 
November I, 1896, at Volhynia, Russia. He was a 
farmer. His wife, Lydia, was born on April 16,1909, at 
Friedensfeld, Manitoba. Wilma Schmidtke's grand
parents were Gottfried Schmidke, Christine Markwal1, 
Michael Grienke and Aamalia Wiedman. Gottfried 
Schmidtke was born in Ludmilpol, Russia. His wife, 
Christine, was born at Marionpol Volhynia, Russia, on 
December 11, 1871. Michael Grienke was born at 
Volynsky, Ukraine, on June 5, 1883. His wife, 
Aamalia, was born on December 19, 1882, at Tomyn, 
Ukraine. Wilma Schmidtke's ethnic origin is German. 
Her religious background is Lutheran. Her grand
parents were the first to arrive in this area. 
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Nikodem family, left to right: Lyla, Robert, Percy, Sandy, 
Wilma, Rudy, Jennifer (on knee) and Leanne. 

Rudy and Wilma were married on June 14,1950, 
in the st. Paul's Lutheran Church in Brokenhead. 
Pastor L. Hartmass officiated. After their marriage 
they lived with Rudy's parents. In the fall of 1951 
Rudy's parents moved to the town of Beausejour, at 
which time they took over the farm. 

Rudy and Wilma have three children: Lyla, 
Percy and Leanne. Lyla Valerie was born on May 30, 
1953. On October 11. 1980 she married Robert Lloyd 
Ready. Lyla and Robert live in Edmonton, Alberta. 
Percival William was born on January 23, 1957. He 
married Sandra Hauser of Edmonton, Alberta on 
December 29, 1979. Percy and Sandy have two 
daughters, Jennifer and Brandy Lee. They reside in 
Edmonton. Leanne Joy was born on December 8, 
1970. She is in Grade six in the Tyndall School. 



Ferdinand Rattai Family History 

Ferdinand Rattai was born in 1902. He married 
Renota Briese (born 1908) on October 29, 1926. He 
and his wife began farming in Tyndall on a 320 acre 
farm, which they bought with the help of Ferdinand's 
father, Gustav Rattai. In 1945, Ferdinand bought 300 
acres on section 27 -13-8 E. in Green Bay from his 
brother-in-law, Fred Dreffs. He had also bought 240 
acres of swamp land from his father. This land was 
burned off and put in crop by Ferdinand's brother-in
law, Ed Schroeder. Although the crop was good, wet 
weather prevented the land from being harvested. 
The stooks froze to the ground. 

Ferdinand was a progressive and successful 
farmer. He always tried out new farming methods, 
and was the first farmer in the area to seed Thatcher 
Wheat. He was also director of the local wheat pool. 

Ferdinand and Renota had five children: Arvid, 
Alex, Harold, Beatrice and Gary. All were musically 

inclined. Some of the boys formed their own band to 
play at weddings and socials. . 

Ferdinand retired in 1968, and sold his 660 acre 
farm to his sons Arvid and Alex. He moved to 
Beausejour to a new home at 504 James Street South. 
He died in 1978. His wife Renota is living at East Gate 
Lodge in Beausejour. 

Harold Rattai, son of Ferdinand and Renota 
Rattai, married Marlene Lange, daughter of Arthur 
and Edith Lange. The Rattais had two children: 
Melvin who is married and Sheila who is attending 
Red River Community College in the field of 
Computer Programming. 

Harold and his wife have a successful farm 
operation in Green Bay near the st. Paul Lutheran 
Church. They bought the farm from Reinhold Sachvie. 
Mrs. Rattai had done a lot of 4-H work, for which she 
has received an award for outstanding effort. 

Lange and Rattai Family 
Front row: Arthur and Edith Lange. Second row: Marlene, 
Harold and Sheila Rattai and Alfred. Back row: Melvin and 
Bernice Rattai, and Donald and Wesley Lange. 

Arthur Lange Family History 

Edith Riehl was 16 years of age when she met 
Arthur Lange. He had been working off a debt for 
grain which he had bought from Fred Riehl. Edith's 
father. Arthur and Edith became acquainted and 
when he proposed marriage she accepted. They were 
married on June 16,1935, in the Golden Bay Lutheran 
Church. 

After their honeymoon they made their home 
on the Riehl farm. They built a house on the same 
yard as Edith's parents had their home. The Langes 
had four children: Marlene who is married to Harold 
Rattai; Donald is employed by Comstock International; 
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Wesley works on the family farm; and Alfred is at 
home. 

In 1960 Arthur's mother, Mrs. Pauline Goltz, 
came to live with them. She stayed until her death in 
1962. 

Arthur was a member of the Golden Bay church 
board. He is also the church custodian. He was very 
interested in the Golden Bay school and was a trustee 
for 15 years. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lange are semi-retired. They still 
help their son Wesley with the running of the family 
farm. 



Holyk Family History 

The forefathers of the Holyk family were Mathew 
and Anna. They were both born in Bochar. Western 
Ukraine. Mathew and Anna and their three daughters. 
Sabina. Tekla and Yustina. and their one son. Samuel, 
left their homeland and were bound to settle in Texas. 
U.S.A. On route they came across some old friends 
and changed destinations to Manitoba. They arrived 
in Winnipeg in 1900. 

The three daughters married and dispersed to 
various parts of Canada. Samuel continued to farm 
the homestead at SW 24-14-7 E. This 80 acre property 
was originally bought from John Bodnarchuk. 

In 1910 Samuel married Mary Nelestuk of 
Grenfell. Saskatchewan. She had also immigrated 
from the same place as he had in the old country. 

Samuel and Mary Holyk, taken in 1910. 
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They have three living sons and four daughters. 
Michael was accidentally killed in 1929. John and 
Philip are retired and living on the home place. Philip 
served during World War II. After being discharged 
from the army. he worked as the janitor at the 
Canadian Forces Station northeast of Beausejour. 
Their four daughters are: Anne Baskiwich of Winnipeg; 
Sally-Hall of Langley. B.C.; Mary De Rain of st. Clair 
Shores. Michigan; and Alice Sternat of Beausejour. At 
the present time there are 10 grandchildren and nine 
great grandchildren. 

Samuel was very active in the St. Demetrius 
church at Ladywood. He also served on the Ladywood 
School Board for 20 years as a trustee. 

Samuel Holyk family (1917), left to right: Mike (eldest son
killed accidentally in 1929), Samuel, John, Mary, Sally on 
mother's lap and Anne. 



J. C. Hoey Family History 

John (Jack) C. and Audrey Hoey arrived in 
Beausejour on November 29, 1964 with their six year 
old son, Murray, and their seven month old daughter, 
Karen. 

Employed with the Manitoba Telephone System, 
Jack was transferred to Beausejour from Pilot Mound, 
Manitoba. 

Murray received his education in Beausejour, 
and his journeyman's bricklayer's certificate from 
Red River Community College in Winnipeg. He is 
presently employed by Busch Masonry of Beausejour. 

Karen is completing her high school in 1981-82. 
In 1976 Audrey started a ceramic business at 

the family residence on Ashton Avenue. 

Morden Family History 

Simeon David Morden was born in 1867 in 
Wentworth, Ontario. Mary Anne Julian was born in 
1867 in Cornwall, England. On August 14, 1890 
Simeon and Mary were married. 

Simeon was employed as a pipe fitter while in 
Ontario. The town folded because the pipeline went 
dry, so in the 1890's Simeon and Mary arrived in 
Tyndall. Simeon and Mary had three children while in 
Ontario: May (died at the age of nine from scarlet 
fever), Blake and Irene. 

Their first home in Tyndall was down Main 
Street on the left side. They bought a lot which had a 
log house on it. They stayed here for a short time, as 
they were later flooded. Simeon had now been 
employed as a blacksmith - a jack of all trades. 

They moved to the corner of Pierson and Main 
(on the left side). From this location they ran a post 
office. Simeon built a log house here. 

How they picked up the mail was an extra
ordinary thing in itself. Mary, who operated the post 
office, would take the bag of mail to a post, which 
stood near the railway track. She put the bag on a 
hook and when the train passed through Tyndall it 
didn't even have to stop. Somebody stuck his hand 
through the window and grabbed the mail bag from 
the post. Stamps were about two cents each. 

The Mordens moved to the north end of Tyndall, 
where the Pronych family now lives. They lived here 
for some time before buying a farm. They bought a 
240 acre farm half a mile east of Tyndall, even though 
Simeon had never farmed. Simeon was now employed 
at the quarries. He would walk to the quarries and 
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then work a 12 hour shift. Their other two sons, 
Fred and Earle (who were born in Tyndall), farmed and 
ran their store. 

They had to clear the land before they built a 
log house. They lived here until 1945 and then moved 
back to Tyndall (next to Ed Wenzoski's). 

Irene married Bill Kenney. They had a son, 
Blake. They lived in Garson, but after Bill died Irene 
and Blake moved to Tyndall to live with Simeon and 
Mary. Irene also died and their son, Blake, still 
resides in Tyndall. 

Fred Morden married Liley Sandberg. For a 
while they ran a store around Bodnarchuk's. They 
sold out and moved to Winnipeg. Fred and Liley then 
operated a candy shop in Winnipeg. They had five 
children: May, Ron, David, Blake and Marilyn. 

Their youngest child, Earle, married Gladdis 
Bryan in 1932. They farmed on Simeon's farm east of 
Tyndall, and won many awards for their farming. 
They sold the farm and moved to Tyndall. They built 
their present home, located on the corner of Pierson 
and Main. Gladdis ran the store for 17 years, while 
Earle worked for the Hydro. They had one son, Brian. 
They still reside in Tyndall. 

Simeon Morden also built Bodnarchuk's present 
garage. It has since had some remodelling done. Fred 
and Earle also ran the Morden Store, which was 
located at the end of Pierson on the left side. 

Simeon died on September 10,1962, and Mary 
died in July of 1951. 

By: Earle Morden. 



Theofil Polkowski Family History 

Theofil Polkowski was born in Germany in 
1857. Upon the death of his father, his mother was 
left with five children: three sons and two daughters. 
Being the oldest of the children, Theofil did what he 
could to help his mother support the family. When he 
was old enough to leave home, he went to work on a 
ship as a sailor. It is not known how long he sailed, 
but he said that he had crossed the ocean nine times. 

Theofil married Karolina Galonski, also of 
Germany. In 1884 young Theofil and his wife 
immigrated to the United States, settling in Consho
hocken, Pennsylvania, where he got a job in the steel 
mill. They stayed in Pennsylvania for 10 years. 
Having saved some money, they decided to go back to 
Europe. This time they went to Galicia, in the 
Ukraine. In 1889 they sold the twenty hectares of 
land which they owned and left Poland, and came to 
Canada. They settled in Plum Coulee, Manitoba. 
Theofil and his sons, John and Adam, worked for 
local farmers. 

Mr. and Mrs. Polkowski had six children. They 
were: Mary, John, Adam, Stanley, Annie and Helen. 
Mary married Paul Surowiec; John married Margaret 
Schreyer; Adam married Mary Brzoza; Stanley married 
Emilia Trojanowski; and Annie married Minto Anderson. 
Helen died at the age of six. 

In 1902 another move was made by the Polkowskis, 
and it was to Ladywood, Manitoba. There they 
purchased a quarter section of land, being the N.E.Ytt. 
of 6-14-8 East. This land was not cultivated, and there 
were no buildings on it. There was, however, a lot of 
hay and heavy bush. Mr. Polkowski and his sons built 
a log house and barn. That summer the sons went 
back to Plum Coulee to work for the local farmers. Mr. 
Polkowski stayed home to break some land. This he 
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did with the machinery which he purchased in Plum 
Coulee. Times were hard, but there was a great 
demand for hay, and since there was a lot of it on the 
farm, they were able to make enough for sale. Also, 
the wood on the farm was cut and sold as cord wood. 
The sale of hay and cordwood enabled the family to 
live quite well. 

John, the oldest son, married Margaret Schreyer 
on May 20, 1907. He was given eighty acres, located 
on the west half of 26-13-7 East. The other son, Adam, 
got the east half of the same quarter. The total cost of 
the land was $850.00, of which Mr. Polkowski paid 
$400.00. The balance was left for the boys to pay. 

When Mary married Paul Surowiec, she was 
given a dowery of money. The young couple moved to 
a homestead in Athabasca, Alberta. They lived there 
for a while, but came back to Manitoba and settled on 
a farm in Brightstone. Stanley with his wife Emilia, 
settled on a farm on the NY2 of the S.E.Ytt. of 25-14-7 
East. Annie and her husband, Minto Anderson, 
moved to Winnipeg. Minto was a harness maker and a 
mechanic. They moved back to Ladywood and there 
they opened a harness shop and garage. 

Theofil Polkowski prospered on the farm, and 
was in a financial position to loan money to neighbours, 
secured by mortgages. This was not very satisfactory. 
He later warned his grandsons never to loan money to 
friends if they were to retain them as friends. When 
he died in 1937 a number of the mortgages were left 
uncollected, and were only paid by the children of the 
mortgagers. 

A granddaughter, Angela Lachowski, farms the 
original homestead. She is married to James Lachowski 
of Lydiatt. 

By: John Polkowski. 



John and Margaret Polkowski Family History 

John Polkowski and Margaret Schreyer were 
married on May 20. 1907 in St. Peter and Paul Church 
in Ladywood. They settled on an 80 acre farm on 
section 26-13-7 East. John was born in Friedrichshof. 
Preus. Margaret was born in Beckersdorf. Austria. on 
January 13. 1887. Her father was Anton Schreyer. 
born in 1851. Her mother was Karolina Hepp. born in 
1855. 

John and his wife had ten children. They were 
John. Joseph. Helen. Carrie. Frances and Bertha. 
Some of the children died during the flu epidemic in 
1919 and 1920; two died in infancy. Joseph. John and 
Helen are not married. Frances served three years in 
the Canadian Army "C.W.A.C.". She is now married to 

Polkowski family - front row, left to right: Father, Berthaand 
Mother. Back row: Joe, Helen, Frances, and John. Taken in 
1940. 
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Don Brown of Seattle. Washington. Bertha married 
Joseph Banash of Sandhill. Manitoba. 

John Polkowski used oxen on the farm until 
1912. He then sold them and bought a team of horses 
from Bethel Brothers of Beausejour for $425.00. In 
1917 Mr. Polkowski sold the farm for $2.000.00 and 
moved to Green Oak. where he bought the S.W.~ of 
section 4-14-8 East from Joe Engel for $4.000.00. 
They moved to the Engel place on April 1. 1918. 
During the war years grain paid well. so he decided to 
buy more land. He incurred a debt of $3.500.00. He 
borrowed the money from the Great West Life Company. 
and paid Joe Engel off. By that time the Depression 
came along. and with grain prices tumbling. with 
wheat selling at 23 cents a bushel, they were in bad 
shape financially. It was not until 1942 that they were 
able to payoff the mortgage on the land. 

By 1929. as the family grew up. one by one. they 
left home and went to work. Each contributed 
towards the home. The boys worked and were paid 
from $10.00 to $15.00 per month; the girls were paid 
from $8.00 to $10.00 per month. In the winter the 
boys cut cordwood for which they received SO cents a 
cord. Son. John. was also janitor at the Green Oak 
School for which he received $38.00 for the year. 

By 1942 they farmed 480 acres of their own. and 
rented another 240 acres. John and Joe farmed the 
original homestead until 1976. That year the farm was 
sold to Clarence Baker and his sons. The parents 
retired in 1945. living with their sons. John and Joe. 
They both died in February 1954. 

By: John Polkowski. 



Domanski Family History 

Anna Lotecki came to Canada when she was 
eight or nine years old. She, along with her three 
brothers, Andrew, Samuel and William, and her 
parents, Agnes and John, came from Poland in 1901. 
They came to Melrose and stayed with some friends 
for a while. They eventually bought some land 
around there. Agnes and John stayed there until 
their deaths. Family members took the farm over 
and the farm now belongs to grandchildren. 

Anna Lotecki married Anton Domanski in 1911. 
Anton had come to Canada when he was 17 years old. 
They bought 80 acres in the Municipality of St. 
Clements. They stayed there until 1925. In St. 
Clements they had five children: Frank, John, Mary, 
Joe and Stanley. 

Anton and Anna then bought a 160 acre farm in 
Garson. They had three more children in Garson: 
Julie, Helen and Walter. Anton and Anna stayed on 

the farm until they retired in 1954. They then moved 
to the village of Garson. Anton was there until 1971. 
He was moved to a hospital in Winnipeg. In 1972 he 
died at the age of 89. Anna stayed in Garson for 
another four years. She then moved to East Gate 
Lodge. She lived there for a year and then, in 1977, 
died at the age of 85. 

Frank married Catharine Jacyk, and they have 
three children. John married Jean Laskowski, and 
they have two children. Mary married Nick Bodnarchuk, 
and they have one child. Joe married Ilene Thomson, 
and they have one child. Stanley married Adele 
Sawchuk. Julie married David Fain, and they have 
two children. Helen married Roy Budd, and they have 
one child. Walter married Verna Kotello, and they 
have two children. 

By: Mary Bodnarchuk. 

Winkler Family History 

Jacob Winkler was born in 1868 in Denmark. 
Three brothers of Jacob's (Carl, Anton and Nels) 
eventually came to Canada after Jacob. 

Jacob stayed in Winnipeg for a while before 
coming to Tyndall. Carl also came to Tyndall, but he 
stayed only for a short while before settling in Virden. 
The Winklers had come to Tyndall because they had 
known some of the people that had come from 
Denmark to Tyndall. 

In 1894 Jacob married Amanda Gottart. Amanda 
had also come to Canada in the early 1890's. They 
were married in Winnipeg and the same night they 
came to Tyndall on the train. Mr. Steve Woods, the 
foreman of the railroad workers, took Jacob and 
Amanda home for supper that same night (their 
wedding night). 

Jacob bought a homestead before he married. 
He and Amanda lived on that homestead for the rest 
of their lives. The same homestead now belongs to 
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their son, Nels, who has since extended the farm by 
buying more land. 

Jacob ran the butcher shop in Tyndall. He 
supplied Garson and Tyndall with meat. He delivered 
the meat that he had butchered himself by horse and 
buggy. He quit the butchering business in 1912 to 
become a full-time farmer. Jacob also served on the 
Rural Municipality of Brokenhead Council for many 
years. 

Jacob and Amanda had nine children: Anne 
(who was killed on the railroad when she was only 17 
years old), John (who was killed overseas when he was 
20 years old), Carl (who resides in Winnipeg), Nels 
(married Pearl Chymyshun), Hilda (married Enger 
Lindstrom - both drowned in 1955), Edward (died as 
an infant), Martin (died in 1952), Herman (married 
Nancy Fahlen), and Anton (married Mayzie 
Mathews). Anton was killed in the bush in 1963). 

By: Herman Winkler. 



Russell Family History 

Adolphe immigrated from his native Russia in 
1910. Four years later he was able to send for his wife, 
Julianna, who was still home in Russia with their 
daughter. After Julianna arrived in Canada, they 
settled in Beausejour. Here Adolphe made his living 
as a carpenter. 

In Beausejour they raised a family of 12. 
Six of their children have passed away. They are: Kay, 
Fred, Harry, Oscar, Alma and Lorraine. Their surviving 
children are: Sarah (Plant), Violet (Wall), Lillian 
(Robinson), Linda (Bodner), Marge (Graboski) and 
Albert. 

In 1956 Adolph and Julianna celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary. Julianna died in 1959 at 
the age of 69, and Adolphe died in 1963 at the age of 
82. 

Julianna and Adolphe's eldest son, Oscar, re
mained in Beausejour all his life. Born in 1912, Oscar 
grew up in the area, and in 1939 married Bessie Ariss. 
At the time Bessie operated the "Clariss Tea Room". 

In 1940 the young couple bought a house on 
Park Avenue. They purchased this from William 
Gretsinger. In the spring of 1941 they opened the 
Russell Funeral Home and Ambulance Service. Over 
the years the building has been expanded and rebuilt 
on the original site. 

Oscar served on the Town Council and also as 
Mayor from 1950 to 1953. After his death in 1976 the 
business continued with the Russell tradition of 
dignified service. It has been operated by his wife, 
Bessie and son, Marvin. 

Oscar and Bessie had four children: three 
daughters and one son. Their daughter Audrey 
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Oscar Russell- 1958 
Running for MLA. 

married Ken Josling and they reside in Ottawa. They 
have one son, Eric. Norma Russell married R.W.Hinds 
and they have one son and one daughter. They live in 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. Irene married Jasper 
Naested. They have one son and they live in Calgary, 
Alberta. 

Marvin resides in Beausejour and is carrying on 
the family business. 



Who are our senior citizens? 

MR. AND MRS. JOHN DAMMANN. 
PIONEERS OF OUR LAND. 

The bravery and strength of the early 
settlers has held an important role in the 
shaping of life as we now know it in 
Canada. John Dammann of Tyndall is a 
living example of the character of men who 
pioneered this land. 

John was born near Hamburg, Germany, 
in 1889. At 14, a sister and himself came to 
New York City leaving behind their mother 
and father, two sisters, two brothers, and 
all that was familiar to them. 

The pair travelled to Melvin, Illinois 
to join their uncle who was at that time 
(1903) farming in the area. John took up 
employment with a local farmer for two 
years until moving to Wyoming and the 
prospects of a job on one of the huge cattle 
ranches in operation. 

Two years later, after lengthy prep
aration and correspondence, John, his 
brother who had later immigrated to America, 
and his cousin journeyed north to Edmonton 
and found employment on the construction 
of the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway line. 
Later the threesome were transferred to 
Saskatchewan to build the branch line 
from Baker to LaVern. 

In 1913 the men took up a homestead 
at Ruthhilda, Saskatchewan, which consisted 
of 160 acres of raw prairie. The lumber for 
the house was hauled thirty miles from 
Rosetown by ox cart, the only means of 
transportation at the time. The farm site 
soon grew to contain a small 16'x16' house, 
a sod barn for the six oxen, and the few 
chickens that the men had accumulated. 

The day started at dawn, when the 
temperature was cool enough to allow the 
oxen to work without overheating. Eighty 
acres was eventually cleared by this slow, 
monotonous method in temperatures which 
sometimes reached 105 degrees on that 
treeless terrain. 

It was in 1915 that John returned to 
Illinois to marry Minnie Bertram; an acquaint
ance from his earlier days there. The 
couple remained in the United States for 
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two years with John working for local 
farmers in order to raise money for the 
household goods needed to homestead in 
Saskatchewan. On December 29, 1915, 
just months before returning to the home
stead, Minnie gave birth to her first child, a 
daughter, Marie. 

The family travelled by train and 
began the serious task of making for them
selves a productive farm life. Wheat, flax, 
oats and barley were soon growing in 
abundance in that fertile prairie soil. The 
family farmed successfully until 1924 before 
mOving to Moosehom, Manitoba, and taking 
up a rented farm consisting of 80 cleared 
acres. 

For two years the family lived in 
Moosehorn trying to make a living with 
John working in a nearby store as well as 
attending to most of the farm chores. 

John came to Tyndall with his wife, 
three daughters and his son in 1926 and 
acquired 80 acres on the Federal Govern
ments 'Back to the Land' program set up to 
allow capable and needy persons to accum
ulate farmlands free of charge in order to 
help cope with the economic problems of 
the early depression years. 

Again the family built a successful 
farm with cleared land for the grain needed 
to feed the livestock, and a large garden. 
When times were hard, John worked at the 
quarry in Garson. 

With the Tyndall farm running prod
uctively, John had spare time and found 
employment with the Municipality of Broken
head, which at the time was constructing 
the excellent system of mile roads we 
enjoy in this area today. John had a hand 
in the building of every mile road in the 
municipality and is proud of his 15 year 
service. 

Today at 84, John Dammann still 
shows the strength he had as a young man 
in a young country. The grounds at his 
neat Tyndall home are well maintained and 
his garden is free of weeds. Residents of 
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the area see him almost daily as he bicycles 
or walks to town for his mail. Sometimes, 
as one drives past his house on Highway 
44, one sees Mr. Dammann and his wife, 
Minnie, watching the activities on the 
highway with interest and perhaps con
templating the ease at which we hurl 
ourselves along at speeds of 60 or 70 miles 
per hour, then recollecting the smells of 
the ox harness, and the creak of anoxcart 
as it stumbled down the road in the after
noon sun. 

John and Minnie have four children: 
Marie Dammann, Anne Dammann and 

Minnie Eliot of Winnipeg and Orville 
Dammann of Drumheller. The couple have 
11 grandchildren and two great grand
children. 

As with all pioneers, John Dammann's 
story cannot be completely told in a news
paper article. The many small joys and 
great pains can never really be known; only 
sensed. As John himself said "I would take 
several entire 'Beavers' to tell the story of 
my life." 

Courtesy of Manitoba Beaver. 
September 11, 1973. 

House of Memories 

In 1905 Daniel Maddin built the 
three storey house now known as the 
Fawcett House. It is located on Third 
Street, just north of the C.P.R. tracks. To 
this home he brought his new bride, Gertrude 
Fawcett, daughter of Dan and Ellen Fawcett. 
Mr. Maddin ran a butcher shop in the store 
in front of the house until his untimely 
death in 1906. 

The first bank in Beausejour, the 
Northern Crown Bank, opened an office on 
the north side of the building. This bank 
was later absorbed by the Royal Bank of 
Canada in the new building on the corner 
of Ashton Avenue and Third Street. 

Another business enterprise, the first 
drug store in Beausejour, occupied the 
premises for a time. 

Mrs. Maddin continued to live in the 
big house until her marriage to William 
Laurie. The Post Office was moved into the 
building, and Mr. Laurie became Post
master. 

Mrs. Laurie died in 1916, leaving two 
daughters, Eleanor and Vera. Mr. and Mrs. 
Dan Fawcett left their farm and moved to 
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town to care for the children. The building 
from then on was called the "Fawcett 
House". 

The Masons and the Oddfellows held 
their first lodge meeting in the large front 
room on the second floor. The Manitoba 
Telephone System had an office on the 
north side of the building for about 15 
years. 

The home was the scene of births 
and deaths, and many happy family reunions. 
Mr. and Mrs. Fawcett were known for their 
hospitality and during their residence there 
was always an "open house". 

Later, several suites of rooms were 
made, as well as business offices. 

The old building changed hands 
many times over the years. It was purchased 
from the Fawcetts by Meyer Gorenstein. 
Later it became the home of Julian and 
Lillian Illchena. Then Herman Bush and 
family followed, and many others until 
today. The old building still stands, a 
repository of many memories. 

By: Kathleen Christian. 



Toni Family History 

Anton Toni was born in Beckersdorf, Austria, in 
1891. He was the son of John Toni and Margaret 
Dohr. He had an older brother, Bernard, and a sister, 
Ann. 

Anton immigrated to New Haven, Connecticut, 
in 1909. After a stay of two years he came to 
Winnipeg. In 1914 he mariied Mary Trojanowski. She 
had arrived in Canada with her parents John Tro
janowski and his wife, Ludwika, in 1896 at age three. 
They were married at St. Peter and Paul Church in 
Ladywood. Mr. and Mrs. Toni lived in Winnipeg for 
eight years. In 1922 Anton and his brother, Bernard 
bought the general store from M. Burzminski. He was 
also an agent for the Massey Harris Company and also 
the North Star Oil Company. 

The Tonis had five children: Louise, Stanley, 
Joan and Stefanie. One son, Raymond, died in 
infancy. Stanley died accidentally in 1935. He was 
17 years of age. Louise married Joseph Kos
oski, Joan married Ray McNab and Stefanie 
married Thomas Romaneck There are three grandsons, 
four granddaughters and four great grandchildren. 

During the Second World War, Mr. Toni worked 
in the munitions plant (DIL) in Transcona, and later in 
the Howland Hotel. He was very involved in comm
unity affairs; serving on the Beausejour Town Council 
for many years and also on the St. Mary's Church 
Board. He was one of the founders of the Beausejour 
Curling ClUb. 
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Anton and Mary Toni on their 
60th wedding anniversary (1974). 

Mr. and Mrs. Toni were married 63 years. 
Prior to her death, Mrs. Toni spent considerable 
time in the Beausejour Hospital and East Gate Lodge 
Personal Care Home. She died in 1978. Mr. Toni is 
now living with his daughter, Stefanie, in Winnipeg. 
He is reaching his 90th year with a very sharp mind, 
and is still very interested in present day politics. 



Fahlen Family History 

Peter and Karen Anderson and their children: 
Berger, Ada, Conrad, Ylba, Annie, Betty and Selby (two 
sons died in earlier years) came from Sweden to 
Canada in 1892. They settled along Highway 44, 
where Frank Howard now lives. 

Peter and Karen were there for the rest of their 
lives. Peter died in the early 1900's. Karen remarried 
Wilfred Johnson in 1905. Karen and Wilfred continued 
to live on the Andersonfarm. Karen died in 1929. 

Berger married Josephine. They had seven 
boys and one girl. They lived in Garson and later 
moved to Winnipeg (in the forties), where they died. 

Ada married Chris Malmstrom and they had two 
girls and five boys. They lived in Garson until they 
died. Ada died in 1931. 

Conrad married Celena Scalene. They had 
three boys and two girls. They also lived in Garson 
until they died. 

Ylba married Hyalmar Fahlen. They had three 
boys and three girls. They lived in Tyndall, but later 
moved to Washington State, where they died. 

Annie married Charlie Nelson. They had two 
boys. They moved to Washington State, where Annie 
died. Charlie still resides there. 

Betty married Bill Christian. They had two girls. 
They lived inSt. Vital and then moved to Washington 
State in the 40's. Bill has since passed away, but Betty 
still lives there. 

Selby married May Hallet. They had two boys. 
They lived in Garson until they died. 

Hyalmar had come to Canada in 1899. He had 
come by himself, without any family. He had been 
working in the woods and on the railroad for several 
years while in Tyndall. In 1905 Hyalmar John Fahlen 
married Ylba Anderson. They bought 10 acres of 
land (located on the south side of the Polish Roman 
Catholic Church). They built a house here. During 
the 20's and 30's Hyalmar worked in the quarries. 
They stayed there until 1942, when they decided to 
move to Washington State. 

Hyalmar and Ylba had six children: Fred, Arvid, 
Olga, Sandy, Dorothy and Nancy, who were all born in 
Tyndall. 

Fred married Vivian Garret. They lived in 
Washington State. Fred has since died, but Vivian is 
.Still there. 

Arvid married Beulah Savage. They had two 
boys. Arvid has since died, but Beulah is still in 
California. 

Olga resides in Washington State. 
Sandy married Blanche Hill. They had a girl and 

a boy. Theyresided in California. Blanche died and 
Sandy remarried Dorothy. 

Dorothy married Albert Robinson and they had 
two girls. They reside in Washington State. 

Their youngest child, Nancy, married Herman 
Winkler. They had two girls and one son. They reside 
in Tyndall. 

Hyalmar died in 1953 and Ylba died in 1960. 
By: Nancy Winkler. 

Joseph Wolanin Family History 

Joseph Wolanin was born on November 25, 
1930, at Beausejour, Manitoba. He is a barber. His 
parents were Nick Wolanin and Mary Cherko. 
Joseph's ethnic origin is Ukrainian. His religious 
background is Ukrainian Catholic. His nickname is 
"Chuck". 

Joseph Wolanin's wife is Jenie Rycar. She was 
born on April 23, 1933, at Beausejour, Manitoba. She 
is a receptionist and a housewife. Her parents were 
Harry Rycar and Minnie Hlady. Her grandparents 
were Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hlady. Jenie's ethnic 
origin is Ukrainian. Her religious affiliation is 
Ukrainian Catholic. 

Joseph Wolanin's father, Nicholas Wolanin, 
came to Canada as a young man to work on the 
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railway in Saskatchewan. He married Mary Cherko 
and took up residence in Beausejour in 1928. He 
laboured as a miller until his retirement. He first 
worked in Nemy's Flour Mill, and then for Grubert's 
Flour Mill when the mill changed owners. Nicholas 
was well known around Beausejour because he 
enjoyed bicycling during his retirement, and would 
stop off to talk with friends as he rode his bicycle into 
town. He did this at least once a day until a few days 
before his death in 1978. He had been widowed in 
1944. 

Nicholas and Mary had five children. They had 
three sons: Michael, Joseph and Edward; one daughter: 
Helen; and one child who died in infancy. 



Protosavage Family History 

Emil Protosavage (Protasiewicz), son of Thomas 
Protosavage and Julia Protosavage (nee Dripchuk) of 
Cook's Creek, was born in Lublin, Poland. Mary 
Slivinski was the daughter of Casimir Slivinski and his 
wife Katherine Slivinski (nee Regula). Emil and his 
wife, Mary, were born in the district and married in 
Beausejour at St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church on 
October 25, 1941. Emil was employed by the Canadian 
National Railway in Transcona as a painter's assistant. 
He held this job for six years. In 1948 Emil bought 200 
acres of land in Lydiatt. He farmed for 15 years. In 
November of 1962 he sold the farm to Ernie Weise, 
because of ill health, and moved to Beausejour to 

Casimir and Katherine Slivinski (1939). 
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semi-retirement. He and his wife, Mary live in a home 
on First Street and Elm Avenue in the north end of 
town. 

Mr. and Mrs. Proto savage have four children: 
Gerald of Beausejour; Audrey of Vancouver; Gladys 
Cumming of Birds Hill (she has two sons); and Gloria 
Rempel of Winnipeg, who has one son. 

Emil and his wife are members of St. Mary's 
Roman Catholic Church in Beausejour. Mary is a 
tireless community worker, both in her church, and 
also the March of Dimes and the Red Cross. 

By: Bill Horodyski. 



Henry D. Buss Family History 

I, Henry D. Buss, was born May 20, 1902, in 
Walkleyburg, Manitoba. My father, Gottlieb Buss, was 
born February 18, 1865 in Guborn Kailish, Gemena 
Sobotka, Poland. My mother, Louisa Buss (nee Riehl), 
was born December 14, 1869 in Karlinufki, Volinin, 
Russia. They were married February 15, 1888, in 
Tornopol, Russia. Pastor Althausen married them. 
They made their horne in a village called Slomyack, 
Volinen, Russia. They farmed a very small way, with a 
few cows, pigs and chickens, raised some grain, hay 
and garden until 1900 . They had four children by this 
time: Louis, born May 30, 1889; Minnie, born June 8, 
1893; Adolf, born March 1, 1896; and Catherine, born 
April 12, 1899. By this time, they had heard alotabout 
Canada, where you could buy any amount of land 
cheap. 

In 1900, they and other relatives, friends and 
neighbours carne to Canada by ship. It was a long 
voyage. Dad, among others, took up a homestead in 
Walkleyburg, a bout 5 liz miles north -east of East Sel
kirk, Manitoba. When my parents arrived at their 
homestead, there wasn't even a little shack to move 
into. Father putupa brushshelter;atleasttherewas 
shade from the sun. With a couple of pots of smoke 
to keep the flies away, they survived. Dad bought a 
cow, so there was milk for the children. Land was 
cleared with an axe and grub hoe, and finally some 
land was ploughed with oxen. There were many 
stones, so Dad built a stone fence of the stones they 
hauled from the land. A well was dug and cribbed. 
Dad made a heavy set of wooden harrows and 
levelled the ploughed land as best he could. He cast 
some grain by hand. They also put in potatoes and a 
garden. They raised a fair crop and garden and 
prepared more land. Hay was mostly made with the 
scythe. 

On this homestead, I, Henry, was born May 20, 
1902, and my sister Florence was born May 1, 1904. 
On account of the many stones, Dad sold this place 
and moved to Winnipeg. In the fall of 1904, Dad 
rented a house at 573 Selkirk Avenue, and went to 
work for the City of Winnipeg for 25 cents an hour. As 
long as the pork. beef, potatoes, barrels of sauerkraut 
cucumbers and vegetables lasted, which they brought 
from the farm, Dad could save a little out of his 
earnings, but when all was gone it was rough going to 
support their big family. 

Father bought a farm in the spring of 1905 in 
Lydiatt, Manitoba. It was north-east of the old Henry 
Adolf farm across the river. Here too were hardships: 
no roads or road allowances. Dad bought a few cows, 
calves, hogs and chickens. He also got three oxen and 
a few pieces of machinery. Louis started working on 
the section and brought in extra money. Dad bought a 
buggy and pony. 
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I started school here. It was three miles to the 
Lydiatt School. I walked with brother Adolf and sister 
Catherine. Sometimes while walking along the rail
road tracks, the section men would give us a ride on 
their hand car, which we enjoyed very much. A Mr. 
William N au was our teacher. Some of the farmers in 
Lydiatt were: The Wurches; The Kelberts; The Westfalls; 
Henry Adolfs and his parents; The Millers; The Spaat 
family; The Wields; The Huberts; Loebs; and Schmalls. 
We farmed here for five years and then sold this farm 
to our teacher, Mr. W. Nau, who rented the farm to 
Mr.Kenzell. Dad bought 240 acres of bush at eight 
dollars an acre in the Golden Bay district in the spring 
of 1910. He also bought an old log house from Mr. 
George Young. Later, Dad built a kitchen into it. Then 
Dad and the boys started hauling the machinery, rails, 
fence posts, fire wood, hay and some straw to the new 
farm. Dad had bought a young team of oxen from Jim 
Fiddler. 

In the fall of 1918, a problem arose. The 
influenza swept the country. In almost every horne 
families were sick. Some died. At my parent's horne, 
the school children got it first. Mother nursed them 
back to health and they went back to school. Then 
Mother got sick and she was laid up for about 10 days. 
Florence stayed horne from school and did the house 
work and cooking. The family was smaller already: 
Louis had gone to Portland, Oregon; Minnie was 
married and living in North Kildonan; Adolf was in 
Winnipeg working in the C.N.R. shops; and Catherine 
was also working in Winnipeg. Our father Gottlieb 
Buss never did get the flu. He got himself a gallon of 
horne brew, like many other men, and used it for 
medical purposes. 

The year of the bad cyclone (1921) many young 
men were going out to harvest. I went with Andrew 
Hastman; we were both 19. My dad took us to the 
Beausejour station and we both went to Otterburne, 
Manitoba, south of Winnipeg. We worked on a 1200 
acre farm. Wages were around $4.50 per day. We 
carne back to Winnipeg and got jobs at the C.P.R. We 
later worked at a slaughter house. 

The next fall (1922), Andrew and I and others 
went harvesting to Lange, Saskatchewan. We put in a 
good season. Wages were from $5.00 to $6.50 per day. 
When this was done, I went into Winnipeg and got a 
job at Moncroff Box Factory. 

In 1923 I took a job with a contractor who built 
houses on piles in St. Boniface. I dug the holes for the 
piles for $25.00 per house. Then, in the winters of 
1923 and 1924, I took a job with Mr. Duesdali at 
$45.00 a month plus board, driving one of his teams 
hauling coal and wood for David Swail Coal Company 
on Logan Avenue West. I delivered everywhere and 
liked my work. 



In the spring of 1924, I worked for a while for 
John Whil. He used to farm a little in north Lydiatt 
and had fuel wood that he shipped from time to time. 
His main job was building sidewalks and taking up 
basements with horses and scraper. I took a job at 25 
cents per hour. 

On the 19th of June, 1925, I married Matilda 
Steinke, daughter of Adam and Augusta Steinke. 
Adam and Augusta Steinke were married in W olinin, 
Russia on February 2, 1904. Mr. Steinke came to 
Canada alone on February 18, 1910 on the ship called 
Corsecan. Mother Steinke and her children: Sam, 
Edward, Matilda and Adolf came to Canada on June 
12, 1913 on the ship Ascania. Father Steinke worked 
as a carpenter in Winnipeg until his family came. 
Then he settled in the Golden Bay district two miles 
north and a half mile west of the Golden Bay School. 
He bought a bush farm one mile south and a half mile 
west of the Golden Bay School. They farmed here as 
long as they could. Their son, Harry Steinke still 
farms this land. 

Our parents didn't care about a big wedding and 
we cared less. I made our arrangements in Winnipeg. 
We were married at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Fandrick by Reverend John Leypoldt. The witnesses 
were Herman Felske and Florence Steinke. My father 
and two sisters and Matilda's mother and sister were 
present at our marriage. 

When the Jim Fiedler place came up for sale my 
father wanted me to buy it and farm the land. I didn't 
want to farm, but I bought the land and my father and 
father-in-law farmed it. We lived in Winnipeg for 
another summer. Late in the fall we went backout to 
St.Ouens. 

Our little home was only a 10' by 24' shanty with 
a tarpaper roof. I had a hard time getting adjusted to 
this kind of small scale farming. I was determined to 
work hard and own a bigger farm, but we were happy it 
was our own. 

In the spring of 1927 I bought a team of horses 
(Shorty and Babe) from Jack McNab west of Beause
jour, and a walking plow for $7.00 from Mr. Rohloff, a 
new Adams wagon from Wyrzykowski in 
Beausejour and four sections of harrows. 

April 29, 1927 our eldest son, Leonard was 
born. He was quite a boy by fall. When winter came 
and there wasn't much to sell to turn into cash, I took 
a permit on pulp south of Molson from the Hudson 
Bay Company. Bill Buss and Ed Steinke were cutting 
for me. I paid them $2.00 a cord. The permit was for 
$1.25 per cord. I sold to the store keeper, Mike 
Nemerovsky at $6.50 per cord. 

In the spring of 1928 Mr. Adolf Opyc, who had 
the north 80 acres of this quarter, wanted to buy my 80 
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acres. I was looking around for a bigger place, but it 
was hard to find in a hUrry. In April, 1928, I sold our 
little farm with all my improvements, for $1 ,450. cash. 
Mr. Opyc was a glass blower at the Glass factory in 
Beausejour. We ended up renting my dad's farm. On 
October 1, 1928, I bought 120 acres, all cleared, half a 
mile west from the school on the north side of the 
present Highway 44 from Fred Dreger for $3,000. I 
hauled all our machinery and grain and hay to our 
new farm. Mr. Dreger had the house rented out until 
he sold this farm. It was great to be on our own again. 
We had good a log house and a log barn and granary. 
I made extra money hauling wood to Beausejour. In 
1926 the highway was started. Work went on into the 
1930's. By this time the Depression had hit hard. 
Wheat sold as low as 35 cents a bushel and oats 15 
cents. I was offered four dollars for a red cow by 
Meyer Gornstein. Two dealers offered me $26.00 for 
four pigs. I wanted $40.00, but they said no. Butcher 
Brown, from town, bought the pigs for $32.00. Eggs 
sold as low as seven cents a dozen. 

In 1941 I bought my first tractor, a Formall H, 
for $987. In 1943 I rented the cultivated land where 
Golden Bay Cemetery is located. I farmed it for a 
couple of years and then Fred Dreger bought it. It was 
the old Albert Badde place in earlier days, around 
1908. It is now owned by Reinhold Peitch. On 
October 10, 1945 I bought 159 acres from Edith 
Lange, Arthur's wife. It was the old Young farm on the 
N.E. quarter of section 35-8 E. The Church had an 
acre on the corner near the school. I bought it for 
$6,837. From time to time new machinery had to be 
bought. Around 1948 I built a new barn. 

I bought a herd of dairy cows from Fred Dreffs 
and started shipping milk. We used an old Waterloo 
separator I bought for threshing. In 1951 I traded in 
my Formall H tractor for a new Massey 44. On August 
17, 1954 I bought a self-propelled combine, a Massey 
Harris, from Roy Fiebelkorn. 

We raised a family of seven sons and they were 
all a great help on the farm as the years went by. We 
farmed until 1964. By this time six of our sons were 
married and on their own. George, the youngest, went 
to work for the Hydro, and he is still with them. 
Reinhold and Betty are still farming our hoinestead 
and our eldest son, Leonard married in 1949 to Olga 
Fuerst. They farm just south near the school on the 
south side of the highway. Willie is in Trail, B.C. with 
his family. Alfred and family live in Beausejour. He 
works for Allied equipment. Gordon, Herbie, George 
and their families all live in Winnipeg. All of our 
family is grown and we all have fond memories of our 
life in Golden Bay. 



Abe Greenberg Family History 

Abe and Mary Greenberg came to Beausejour in 
the fall of 1941. They brought with them their 
daughter Esther (age 9) and their son Lawrence 
or "Butch" (age 4). Mrs. Greenberg's parents, Mr.and 
Mrs. I Meltzer, had been residents of Beausejour 
since 1930. Mr. Meltzer and his two sons Arnie and 
Sid carried on a successful Transfer and Locker Plant 
business. Mr. Greenberg entered into business when 
he bought Mr. Aron Nemerovsky's general store. 
This is now the site of Chicken Delight. The building 
was later sold to Mr. Grubert. Mr. Grubert built, next 
door, a building which became Greenberg's General 
Store and the Royal Bank (now the site of Parkview 
Furniture). Abe and Mary ran a successful general 
store until 1955 when they purchased the Criterion 
Hotel and moved to Winnipeg. 

Abe and Mary Greenberg (1960). 

During the early years of their business, general 
merchants dealt in a wide variety of goods. They 
bought fresh and dressed pOUltry, candled eggs and 
sold coal oil from a pump behind the store. Although 
few in numbers, for those customers who came by 
horse and buggy, stalls were provided in the backyard. 
On Sundays when the store was closed, many local 
chaps held their weekly crap games in these same 
stalls. Mr. Greenberg (Uncle Abe to many) was an 
active supporter of all sports, especially baseball in 
the days of the Pine Falls - Beausejour feud. 

Abe was a charter member and president of the 
Lion's Club as well as a member of the Chamber of 
Commerce. He also served on the volunteer Fire 
Department and was a founding member. Abe was 
very instrumental in the evacuation of st. Norbert 
residents to Beausejour during the 1950 flood. As 
well, he originated the Lion's Halloween Party in an 
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attempt to keep children off the streets. Mary was a 
member of the Beausejour Women's Institute. 

The Greenbergs were not only storekeepers but 
friends to all their employees and customers. Some 
former employees were; Lil Schreyer, Olga Loeb, Emil 
Litke, Dave Vass, Lydia Schewe, Ann Schlekt and Joe 
and Jenie Wolanin. 

Their daughter Esther married Murray Shuster 
in 1953 and they have lived in Beausejour ever since. 
Murray is associated with his brother Jerome in a 
general store. Esther is a teachers-aide at the Edward 
Schreyer School. They have three children; Sara, 
nursing in Kitkatla, B.C., Harold, working in Whistler, 
B.C., and Steven, attending Red River Community 
College. 

Lawrence, who left Beausejour in 1951 to 
further his education, graduated from the Faculty of 
Law at U.of M. in 1962. He was called to the bar in 
1963 and received his Q.C. in 1976. He carries on a 
successful law practice with his wife Sharon, his 
office manager. 

Lawrence and his first wife Lois have fourchil
dren; Adrienne, working at VIA Rail, Judy, Jeff and 
Allan, still attending school. Lawrence fulfilled a life 
long dream of owning a race horse and called it 
"Beausejour Boy". 

By: Esther Shuster. 

Esther and Lawrence Greenberg in Beausejour (1940). 



Abe and Mary Greenberg are shown in their store at 667Park Avenue in Beausejour. This photograph was taken in the 
late 1940's or early 1950's. Parkview Furniture now occupies these premises. 

Abe Greenberg. 
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Anton Schreyer Family History 

Anton Schreyer (August 29, 1851 - October of 
1950) and his wife Caroline (December 8, 1854 - July 
30, 1946) immigrated to Canada on April 19, 1896. 
They brought with them six children, while leaving 
one behind. Their daughter, Anna (Techerski) re
mained in Poland with her husband. The children Mr. 
and Mrs. Schreyer brought with them were: Caroline, 
born November 28, 1877; Elizabeth, born August 14, 
1879; Anton, born July 14,1883; Margaret (Perchowski) , 
born January 20, 1887; Joseph, born February 13, 
1889; and Catherine, born in 1892. 

Accompanying the Schreyers were two young 
boys, Jacob Niedzwiecki and Joseph Engel. Once in 
Canada the Schreyers had three more children: Peter, 
born August 9, 1897; John, born June 6, 1898; and 
George, born September 3, 1899. 

They arrived in Winnipeg on May 18, 1896. As 
soon as the family was settled in the Immigration 
Hall, Mr. Schreyer took the train to Beausejour where 
he had an uncle. He hoped to settle on a farm in the 
Beausejour area. Mrs. Schreyer and the children 
made their home in the Immigration Hall for two 
weeks during Mr. Schreyer's absence. While Mr. 
Schreyer was away a real estate agent approached 
Mrs. Schreyer, offering to sell them an 80 acre farm 
one half mile north of the C.P.R. station for $600. Mrs. 
Schreyer saw the property and was quite eager to buy 
it, but she had to wait until her husband returned 
from Beausejour. However, before he returned the 
land was sold. 

When Mr. Schreyer returned to Winnipeg he 
took his family back to Beausejour. He rented a 
wagon and a team of oxen and drove to his uncle's 
place four miles north of Beausejour. The next day 
they continued their journey to Ladywood, another 
five miles north. In Ladywood they made their 
temporary home in the school house, spending their 
nights in the school, and vacating the building during 
the day, for school classes. 

Mr. Schreyer lost no time in constructing a 
shelter for his family. He and his eldest son, Anton, 
erected a makeshift building and on the third day they 
put a roof on the house. Since wood shingles were not 
available they used hay as a thatch. Mr. Schreyer filed 
for a homestead and got it, but owing to the distance 
from the road (now Highway 11) he did not build on it. 
The best farms were located along the Brokenhead 
River. These farms were settled by Anglo-Saxon 
people. There were 36 families in all who settled in 
this area. These people, however, did not stay on the 
land for a long period of time. In ten years time there 
were only four families left. 

Mr. Schreyer bought a 120 acre farm at $2.00 
per acre from Ed Thomas. There was a school house 
on the land, about 100 acres of heavy timber, and the 
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balance was slough. The house on it was 20' by 25', 
and too small for the large family. The Schreyers then 
began to construct another house large enough to 
accommodate themselves. It took a month to cut 
enough lumber for the ceiling and floor. This was 
done by hand, and to make the cutting possible a 
scaffold was constructed. With one person on top 
and the other on the ground, using a crosscut saw the 
job was easier. The work was tedious and the hours 
long. Nails were not available in Beausejour, there
fore, forcing them to be brought out from Winnipeg. 

A team of oxen were purchased from one of the 
German settlers. He had a herd of forty head. These 
oxen were young and unbroken, weighing about 1800 
pounds each. It took some time to train them, but 
were excellent sources of power when finally trained. 

The nearest neighbour was a half a mile away. 
They were German people who had arrived from 
Ontario. Needless to say, the Schreyers were very 
happy to have neighbours with whom they could 
speak in their own language. 

Since money was scarce, the Schreyers cut 
wood on their farm and bartered it in Beausejour for 
groceries and other essentials. Mrs. Schreyer comment
ed; "that as long as they had a lot of wood on their 
farm they would not starve". 

Soon more settlers arrived; Germans, Austrians 
and Poles. Owing to the harsh climate, some 
of the Austrian people wished to return to the old 
country. Some of the families to arrive in the area in 
1896 were: Peter Schreyer and family, Max Kunderman 
and family, Lawrence Cewe and family, and as 
previously mentioned Jacob Niedzwiecki and Joseph 
Engel. Jacob Lachowski also arrived at this time. 
These people came from Beckersdorf, Austria. Others 
to arrive were the Bauschke, Milbrandt and Kurbis 
families. These families came from Russia. There 
were also three families from Poland, as well Martin 
Modrzejewski and the Bednarczyk family from Russian 
Poland. T.T.Wyrzykowski came from Minneapolis. 

Mr. Schreyer and his oldest son, IS years of age, 
were busy cutting cordwood and hauling it to Beause
jour. Mr. Schreyer would do most of the cutting, 
while the son did the hauling. It was rough work in 
the winter as the roads built up with snow so that it 
was almost impossible for two teams to pass one 
another. Consequently, on one such trip the Schreyer 
load upset, pinning the boy's leg, and breaking it. 
Medical attention was not sought as there were no 
doctors in Beausejour. The boy was in great pain, and 
when Mr. Schreyer finally took the boy to Winnipeg 
for medical attention, gangrene had set in and the boy 
died shortly after. 

Their son John was born in 1897, and it was also 
the year of the big fire which swept through the area. 



The Schreyer buildings would have been wiped out 
except for the quick action of Mr. Schreyer and his 
son who started a back fire, thus saving the buildings. 

There was no church in Ladywood, nor a school 
in Cromwell prior to 1900. The school was started in 
1899 and completed the next year. The Church of 
Sts. Peter and Paul was built in 1900. Church services 
were held four times a year, with a priest coming from 
Winnipeg to say mass. There were 15 pupils in the 
Cromwell School and the first teacher was a Mr. 
Cooper from Killarney. He taught for three years and 
made his home with the Schreyers. Later a Mr. 
Czumer taught, and at this time part of the instruction 
was in Ukrainian. 

In 1901 other settlers arrived. They were: the 
Wensel Bakers, Mr. John Greschuk, and the Hladys. 
These people were neighbours of the Schreyers back 
in Austria; therefore, they were a welcomed addition 
to the community of Cromwell. 

Mr. Schreyer was postmaster in Cromwell for 27 
years until the post office was closed in 1940. The 
surviving Schreyer children all married: Catherine 
married Anton Pfeifer, Jacob married Florence Weise 
and upon her death married Rosie Przednowek, 
Paul married Mary Haas, George married Mary Weselak, 
Caroline married Joseph Engel, John married Elizabeth 
Gottfried, and Joe married Caroline Doore. 

Anton and Caroline Schreyer (seated). Surrounded bysomeof 
their children and grandchildren on their 50th wedding 
anniversary. 
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John Schreyer Family History 

John Schreyer (born June 6, 1898) married 
Elizabeth Gottfried (born October 28, 1901) on May 
18, 1919. John and Elizabeth moved from the farm to 
Winnipeg where John worked for the Sherwin-Williams 
Paint Company. Mr. Schreyer worked for this company 
for six years before moving back to the farm in 1927. 

Mrs. Schreyer tells the story of how prices have 
changed over the years. She says: "We bought a 
house on 704 College in 1920 and paid only $1800. 
When we sold it in 1927 we got $2300. The people we 
sold it to have since sold it, and after 50 years of living 
in it, they received $37,000. for it." 

While in Winnipeg the Schreyers had three 
children. They were: George, born on May 8, 1920; 
Henry, born on August 29, 1923; and Eleanor, born in 
Jan uary, 1925. Once on the farm the Schreyers had 
another three children: Tony, born on January 28, 
1928; Len, born on October 20, 1929; and Edward 
born on December 21,1935. 

Once back on the farm Mr. Schreyer, with the 
help of his sons, worked in the bush for 18 years. 
With the money from working in the bush, Mr. 
Schreyer bought land in the Parkdale area for the 

boys. In 1947 he first bought 199 acres for $25. per 
acre, and later he purchased another 240 acres for 
$37. per acre. He later sold 40 acres of the land to the 
people who built the St. Andrews Airport. John died 
in 1977, and Mrs. Schreyer went to live with her son 
Ed, in Winnipeg, returning to the farm on the 
weekends. Mrs. Schreyer then moved to Beausejour 
to live at the South Haven Senior Citizens Home. The 
farm has been rented out to Clarence Baker since 
1965. 

The children of John and Elizabeth are all 
married. George married Lily Baker on July 9, 1945. 
They now live in Parkdale. Len and Elsie Hintz were 
married on June 23, 1951, and they also reside in 
Parkdale. Eleanor married Don Thomas on May 10, 
1947, and they live in Vancouver. Anton married 
Lillian Rattai on December I, 1951, and they reside in 
Winnipeg. Henry married Florence Simondis. 
Upon Florence's death, Henry married a Mrs. Watson. 
They live in Winnipeg at the present time. Edward 
married Lily Schultz. Lily and Ed now live in Ottawa 
where Mr. Schreyer holds the position of Governor
General of Canada. 

Back row: George, Matt Doore's granddaughter, Eleanor, 
Henry and John Schreyer. 
Middle row: Tony, Matt's daughter, Len, and Mrs. John 
Schreyer. 
Seated: Anton and Caroline with Edward. Taken in 1939. 
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The Matthew Doore Family History 

Matthew Doore carne to Canada in 1899. He 
carne alone to look the country over, leaving his wife 
and five children in the old country, Austria. He 
stayed two years and liked what he saw so he went 
back to bring his family over. He returned to Canada 
in 1902 bringing his wife and children: Margaret, 
Katherine, Caroline, Anton and John. He bought sixty 
acres of land in Ladywood, built a small log house, 
and being a blacksmith, he opened up a small shop. 
He did a little farming, but that was not enough to 
keep him occupied fully. He therefore did some 
custom work for his neighbours, which consisted of 
making simple farm tools such as plow, harrows, 

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Doore. 

garden cultivators, sleighs and wagons. He soon 
bought eighty acres from Joe Shaw, who was moving 
to Beausejour, and extended his farming. 

The daughters married local boys, Margaret 
married Clement Barski; Katherine married Joseph 
Omichinski; Caroline married Joseph Schreyer. Mary, 
who was born in Ladywood, married Louis Kohar. 
The sons, Anton and John, left after finding the farm 
too small. John went to Winnipeg while Anton went 
to Victoria. Mary Kohar and her husband Louis are 
retired and are living in Beausejour. 

By: Mrs. Mary Kohar. 

Dmytro Klucuzik Family History 

Dmytro Klucznik was born in Austria. He 
married Annie Swirski in 1897. They immigrated to 
Canada in 1905 and settled in the Ladywood District. 
They had one daughter, Mary, born in 1907. Their 
daughter married Joseph Zawadski in 1927. They 
lived on the same farm with their parents, Dmytro and 
Annie. Joe and Mary had four daughters: Kay, Steffie, 
and twin girls Betty and Lorna. Mr. Joe Zawadski 
passed away in 1936. Dmytro and Annie Klucznik and 
their widowed daughter and four children lived on the 
same farm in Ladywood until Mary Zawadski married 
Harry Boyko in 1940. The Klucznik, Zawadski and 
Boyko family then moved to Walkley burg in 1940. 
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They lived in Walkleyburg until 1943 when they 
moved to Garson. Mary and Harry Boyko had two 
more children (twins), Bruce and Audrey. Dmytro 
passed away in 1949. Annie Klucznik in 1964, and 
Harry Boyko in 1970. Their son Bruce and his wife 
Betty (nee Jablonski) still live on the family farm in 
Garson. 

Their daughters have each married and moved 
away. Kay and Larry Schlamp live in Edmonton, 
Alberta. Steffie and Frank Rusak live in Kenora, 
Ontario. Betty and Ozie Harrison, and Audrey and 
Frank Gouglas both live in Calgary, Alberta. Lorna 
and Julius live in B.C. 
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Gottlieb Hastman Family History 

Gottlieb Hastman was the son of Karl and 
Rosalie Hastman. He was born in Marijanka School 
District. Warsaw. Poland. in 1873. He was confirmed 
in the Lutheran Church. and grew up in the area. In 
1894 he married Maria Welesiak. born in 1877. 
daughter of a Polish family. Martin and Anna Welesiak. 

Gottlieb and Maria Hastman. 

Gottlieb and his wife. Maria. and their two 
children. son John. five years old. and daughter. 
Helena. three years old. immigrated to Canada in 
1901. Their destination was Winnipeg. Upon arrival 
in Winnipeg. Mr. Hastman got a job with the City of 
Winnipeg in sewer construction. It was a pick and 
shovel job. Digging in the Winnipeg gumbo. Mr. 
Hastman found. was very hard work. He stayed at that 
job until 1904. That year they decided to try farming 
and settled on a homestead in the Golden Bay district. 
But homesteading. they found. was also a hard life. 
since their farm was undeveloped. All of it was 
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covered by bush and swamp. There were no roads. 
only trails. and travelling from home to Beausejour. or 
even to their neighbours. was not easy. 

In Golden Bay more children were born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Hastman. They were: Otto. Paul, Amanda. 
Herman. Olga. Alex. Edith. Emil and Anna. The 
children all learned to speak German and Polish. Mrs. 
Hastman's mother tongue was Polish. and since her 
German was not fluent. she spoke Polish to the 
children. while the father talked to them in German. 
They learned both German and Polish in the home. 
and later English in school. The children today are 
still fluent in the three languages. 

The Hastmans were members of the Holy Cross 
Lutheran Church in Golden Bay. Mr. Hastman took a 
keen interest in local affairs. and served many years 
on the Golden Bay School Board. 

John died in 1931. Helena (Ertman) in 1944. 
an.d Anna (Vorrhove) in 1980. Otto married Elsie 
Dreger. and they live in Beausejour. Paul married 
Velma Schroeder and lives in Tyndall. Arrianda 
(Singbell) lives in Beausejour. Herman married Elsie 
Schroeder and they live in Beausejour. Olga (Mika) 
lives in Winnipeg. Elsie (Pratt) lives in Toronto. Alex 
married Ann Ward of Sudbury. and lives in Mississauga. 
Ontario. Emil married Elsie Zielke, and they live in 
Golden Bay. 

Son Herman purchased the family farm in 1947. 
He farmed until 197 3. then sold it to Alvin Tymko. the 
principal of the Beausejour Elementary School. 

Gottlieb Hastman died in January. 1948. He 
was 73 years old. His wife. Maria. died in March of 
1966. She was 89 years old. 



Sternat Family History 

Jacob Sternat and his wife, Elizabeth, were 
born in Komorowka, Poland. Mr. Sternat was born in 
1875 and his wife in 1883. Komorowka was largely 
settled by Czechs, and as many of their friends were 
emigrating to Canada or the United States, the 
Sternats also decided to seek their fortune in Canada. 
They left Poland in 1899, arriving at the Port of New 
York. From New York they took a train to Manitoba, 
their destination being Winnipeg. In Winnipeg they 
learned of some Czech families who had settled in the 
Ladywood area; they therefore took the train for 
Beausejour. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Sternat. 

Dr. S.J. Robbie and Stan J. Sternat (1929). 

As the Anglo-Saxons were leaving the farms 
north of Beausejour, their land was eagerly bought by 
the new settlers from Eastern and Central Europe. 
The Sternats settled on one of these farms. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sternat raised a large family, 
which consisted of three sons: Frank, Joseph and 
Stanley: and four daughters, Mary (Gabel), Angela 
(Herda), Gertrude (Carson), and Deloris (Peluk). 
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Deloris (Peluk), Gertrude (Carson), Angela (Herda), Mary 
(Gabel), Joseph, Frank and Stanley. 

Mrs. Gabel is widowed and is residing with her 
daughter and son-in-law, Ernest Novakowski in Lady
wood; Frank is unmarried; Stanley is married to Alice 
Holyk, who had worked as a registered nurse in the 
Beausejour Hospital, and is running the family farm; 
Joseph married Caroline Chorney and lives in Selkirk; 
Angela lives in Sylmar, California; Gertrude lives in 
Norwood, Manitoba; and Deloris Peluk lives in Lady
wood. 

The Sternats were members of the Sts. Peter· 
and Paul Roman Catholic Church in Ladywood, and 
were one of the founding members of the parish. 

Mrs. Gabel recalls an incident when her father 
had to bring a bundle of hay into the house, for one 
reason or another, and apparently some gophers were 
hibernating in the hay. After an interval, when the 
gophers revived, there was much commotion in the 
house, since these little animals were not too keen on 
leaving the newly found comfortable living quarters. 
It is supposed that it was with some regret that the 
gophers had to be put out into the cold. 

By: Alice Sternat. 

Stanley Sternat Family: Brenda, Michelle, Alice and Stanley. 
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Kotello Family History 

George Kotello came to Canada in 1890. He 
stayed in Winnipeg for several years. but because 
work was very scarce George went to B.C. where he 
was employed as a carpenter in the mines. He made 
$900. and then came back to Winnipeg. He was lucky 
enough to find work as a carpenter. 

George met his future wife in Winnipeg. In 
1900 George Kotello married Katharine Grycki. They 
were married at the Holy Ghost Church by the late 
Father Albert Kulawi. The Kotellos stayed in Winnipeg 
for two years before moving to the Garson area. 

They bought 80 acres of heavy bush. They cut a 
lot of the wood into cordwood and sold it to the Gilles 
Quarries. After they cleared some land. they built a 
log house. This same house has since been remodelled 
inside and outside and is now occupied by George 
and Katharine's son. John and his wife. Julie. George 
and Katharine farmed all of their lives. Their son. 
John. now farms the land. 

George and Katharine had eight children: 
Annie. Nicholas. Rosie. Mini. Joseph. John. Nellie 
and Mike. All the children were born on the farm 
outside of Garson. except Annie. who was born in 
Winnipeg. 

Annie married Nicholas Koltalo. They have five 
children and lived in Hazelridge. until they passed 
away. Nicholas married Anne Teres. They had five 
children. Nick and Anne lived all of their lives in 
Garson. Nick passed away. but Anne still lives in 
Garson during the summer season. Rosie married 
Alec Malmstrom. They had three children. Rosie and 
Alec lived in Garson. but later moved to Winnipeg. 
Alec drowned. Rosie lives in Winnipeg. Mini married 
John Sigurdsson. They have two children and live in 
Winnipeg. Joseph married Mary Pointeck. They had 
one child. Mary died and Joe later married Annie 
Kirsch. and they live in Hazelridge. John married 
Julie Komadowski. They have three children. John 
and Julie live on the farm outside of Garson. Nellie 
married Mike Wasko. She later married Louie Parker. 
but they have since been separated. Nellie lives in 
Selkirk. Mike married Annie Zoreski. They have two 
children and live in Winnipeg. 

George died in 1926 at the age of 52. Katharine 
died in 1971 when she was 91. 

By: Anne Kotello. 

Kowalik Family History 

In 1904 Louie and Annie Kowalik and their four 
children. Nellie. Julie. Paulie and Andrew came from 
Austria to Canada. Along with them came Max. 
Louie's nephew. Max's mother. Katie. had died when 
he was two months old. so Louie (Katie's 'brother) and 
Annie took him in. 

They came to Selkirk to the immigration house. 
They stayed there for a year or two. An agent. 
representing the Immigration Office. sent the Kowaliks 
out to a farm at Poplar Park. five miles north . of 
Libau. They paid him a certain amount of money. 
Louie and Annie lived there for the rest of their lives 
as farmers. 

In 1926 Max Kowalik married Mary Palecek. 
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They farmed in the Brokenhead area for 20 years. 
They then moved to Greenwald, where they lived 
for about 24 years. While at Greenwald, Mary 
passed away. In 1970 Max moved to Beausejour, 
where he still lives. 

Max and Mary had five children. Josie married 
John Sobetski. They have three children. Josie and 
John live in Beausejour. Annie died when she was six 
weeks old. Emily married Frank Kozera. They have 
three children. Emily and Frank live in Greenwald. 
Edward married Allene. They have three children. 
Edward and Allene live in Brokenhead. 

By: Max Kowalik. 



Michael Peltz Family History 

Michael and Agnes Peltz recall the beginning of 
their life in Canada with a long ride by train across 
Eastern Canada to Beausejour. 

Agnes arrived from Poland as a young girl of 10 
with her parents, Michael and Frances Chipelski, and 
her sisters Victoria, Mary and Anne, and two brothers, 
Anton and Steve. Two older brothers arrived three 
years later. Her father knew only one person in 
Beausejour and the family stayed at his home that 
night. The day they arrived, Agnes was asked to 
babysit the two N eyedly boys since it was haying time, 
so she stayed with the Neyedly family the whole 
summer. There were no unemployment problems in 
those days! The rest of the family stayed with John 
Omichinski who often took in new immigrants. The 
following spring her father built interim lodging to 
house his family while work on their permanent home 
would be done. He helped other farmers with their 
harvest to make some money and work continued on 
their house, while their interim lodging remained 
their home for three years. 

Michael Peltz arrived in Canada in 1903 at the 
age of 16, with his sister and her husband, Anne and 
Albert Samborski. They built a log house that first 
winter and Michael remembers working and sleeping 
in their winter coats as it was so very cold. He 
remembers cutting cordwood for 45<1: per cord and 
working for the railroad for $1.50 per day. Deductions 
from this wage included 16<1: per day for board, 3<1: per 
day for letter carrier service and 2<1: per day for 
"Medicare". His parents arrived three years later with 
his brothers William and Frank, and his sister Albina. 

Agnes recalls meeting her husband, Michael, in 
Beausejour when he helped her throw cordwood from 
the sleigh after she hauled it into town for her father. 
Their families attended the same church, Sts. Peter 
and Paul Roman Catholic Church in Ladywood and 
often saw each other at neighbourhood gatherings. 
Michael asked her father permission to marry Agnes 
and her father encouraged her with "It would be good 
to marry a farmer who already has bought a farm and 
you can build your own house". The couple was 
married on February 20, 1911. 

The newlyweds lived with Michael's parents, 
John and Mary Peltz, for two years while Michael 
cleared some land for their house. He had purchased 
100 acres one mile west and five miles north of 
Beausejour and this land consisted largely of bush 
with a patch of open prairie. Their first child, Ada, was 
born during the first two years. When 20 acres were 
cleared and their house was built, the couple moved 
in with their baby. This house was of log construction, 
plastered and whitewashed, and had three rooms -
kitchen, livingroom and bedroom. Agnes' father had 
helped them with the construction, bringing to Canada 
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his carpentry skills that he had practiced in Europe. 
The kitchen was the centre of family activity and 
children slept in the livingroom and later in bedrooms 
in the attic. Agnes remembers borrowing $10. from 
her older sister to buy sugar and flour for the first 
winter. Her furnishings consisted of an old stove 
borrowed from her father, a home-made table, a bed 
made of logs and boards with a mattress of burlap 
filled with hay, white sheets sewn from flour and 
sugar bags and a feather tick made by her mother as a 
traditional gift made by mothers for their daughters; 
and of course, a swinging cradle for their baby. 
Dishes and other kitchen wares had been received as 
wedding gifts and met the basic kitchen needs. These 
items are not at all similar to the often over-stocked 
kitchens of today! 

During the first winter in their new home, 
Michael went to the bush to cut cordwood to be 
bartered in Beausejour for food staples. The next year 
he bought one cow, and Agnes' mother gave her a hen 
with its eggs ready for hatching. They also bought a 
pig. That was the beginning of agriculture in Manitoba 
as they knew it. They were able to cut hay from their 
land that summer and some oats was also harvested. 
Michael also bought a horse to team with a horse he 
had left with his parents, and this team was used to 
work the land. 

Each year they cleared a few more acres of their 
land and a few years later finished this task with the 
help of a man whose salary of $1.00 per day was paid 
by the government if board and room were provided 
by the new farmers. Threshing gangs became common 
and for a few cents per bushel, they had their crops 
harvested. 

They purchased their first car, a Grey Dort in 
1921 for $1,800. and Michael states proudly that he 
drove for 50 years without an accident or a ticket! 

Michael and Agnes Peltz, February, 1981. 



The Peltzs have five children: Ada, married to 
David Preston; Anne. married to Harold Jensen; 
Anton. married to Frances Pfeifer; and Carolyn. 
married to Joe Dancho. all of Winnipeg. Adolph 
married the former Agnes Kawecki. and has farmed 
the family farm since 1950. There are also five 
grandchildren: Dick Preston. Beverly Dancho. Kim 

Alexander (Dancho). Wendy MacLean (Peltz) and 
Glenn Peltz. 

In February of 1981 Michael and Agnes Peltz 
celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary and at the 
time of this writing. reside together in their own home 
in Beausejour where they moved in 1959. after 
retiring from farming in 1958. 

Michael Lysaichuk Family History 

In 1905. Harry and Mary Lysaichuk came to 
Canada from the Ukraine. They settled in the Libau 
area of Manitoba. Harry farmed an 80 acre parcel of 
land north of Libau. They had three sons. Dmytro. 
Michael. and Fred. They also had four daughters. 
Evelyn. Katherine. Anne and Pearl. 

Michael was born on March 28. 1917. In his 
early years he helped his father on the farm. From 
1937 to 1939 he travelled across Manitoba with 
moving picture shows. In this line of work he was 
employed by an oil company and later a transfer 
company. 

Michael met Pearl Sitar and they were married 
on June 12. 1943. Pearl's parents were Michael and 
Eva Sitar. They had immigrated in 1904 from the 
Ukraine. They settled on a 40 acre farm. three miles 
north -eastof Liba u. They had six children. Katherine. 
Ann. Mary. Evelyn. Sophie and Pearl. Pearl was born 
on November 4. 1917. Pearl grew up on the farm. and 
later worked in Winnipeg for 12 years. 

After their marriage. Michael and Pearl first' 
lived in Selkirk. Here Michael worked for Brown's 
Bakery as a bread deliverer. 

In December of 1944 Michael was offered a job 
as a grain elevator agent for the Scottish Coop Society 
Ltd. in st. Ouens. Manitoba. They moved to St. Ouens 
immediately. 

They have two daughters. Marlene. born on 
April 24. 1945. and Angela. born on November 7. 
1954. 

Marlene attended the St. Ouens School and 
Beausejour Collegiate. She went on to become a 
Registered Nurse and is presently working in the 
U.S.A. Angela attended the same schools, and then 
became an employee of Wm. Kozyra Ltd. 

Pearl started working for Monarch Wear in 
1962. Later. in 1970. she was offered ajob as a cierkat 
Beausejour Drugs. She still works there today. 
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Left to right: Pearl, Marlene, Michael, Angela (on Pearl's lap). 

In 1973. Manitoba Pool purchased the Scottish 
Coop Company and the St. Ouens elevator was closed. 
Michael was transferred to the Pool Elevator in 
Beausejour. Michael and Pearl lived in Beausejour 
until his retirement in 1977. 

Michael and Pearl then moved back to their 
home in St. Ouens. In 1979. the Scottish Elevator. 
which was located right beside Mike and Pearl's 
house. burned. Michael is now enjoying fishing trips 
with his friends. and Pearl still enjoys working at the 
drug store. 

Marlene is married to Terry Hutchinson. They 
have three children, Leslie, Gordon and Bradley. 
They live in Clovis, New Mexico. 

Angela is married to Allan Dzioba and they live 
in the Rural Municipality of Brokenhead. 

By: Angela Dzioba. 



August and Eva Dreger Family History 

August Dreger came to Canada in 1901. He was 
born in Volhynia, Russia in 1868 and married Eva 
Borowsky in 1890. Eva came to Canada two years later 
with six of their children: Milly, Molly, Fred, Emil, 
William and Julius. Herman, Lydia, Olga, Roy, Elsie, 
Henry and Gustave were born in Golden Bay. 

Dreger family, left to right: Henry, Gus, Harry, Bill, Lydia, 
Elsie, Otto and Roy. Missing from the picture: Fred, Milly and 
Molly. The picture was taken in October of 1948. 

August left Volhynia in 1901 and came to 
Canada by ship. It was a rough journey. Their lights 
went out in a bad storm and the ship had from two to 
three inches of water on deck. A lot of people became 
sea-sick, especially the young children. Meals on 
ship consisted mainly of bread and other simple food. 

The ship landed in Halifax and the rest of the 
journey to Winnipeg was made by train, where August 
found temporary lodging in a small house owned by 
his brother, Dan Dreger. He went to work for the 
C.P.R. for $1.25 per day. Eva came two years later and 
also went out to work a few days a week. 

In 1904 the family came to Bear's Creek, now 
called Golden Bay, and took up a homestead. Logs for 
the house were made by the older ones in the family. 
They were off the homestead. The floors were made 
of rough lumber. Bricks for the chimney and the 
windows were bought. Two men came to help. One 
was a Gus Bear and the other was a Mr. Treichel. 
Homemade benches and beds with straw filled 
mattresses and open shelves for storing kitchen 
utensils, etc., were made. 

The barn was built with the help of neighbours. 
It was completed by August, with a straw covered roof 
and mud floor. Wood from the homestead was cut 
with a buck-saw. It served for heating and cooking 
purposes. Coal-oil lamps were used for lighting. 
Bear's Creek, running through the farm, supplied the 
house and stock with water until wells were made. 
The land, bought at $3.00 per acre, was swamp land 

624 

and was cleared of bush by members of the family. 
The first crop of five acres of barley was sown. Wild 
game was obtained for meat, and wild fruit was 
plentiful. Flour was home-made in a flour mill at 
Oakbank, Manitoba. 

Clothing was home-made of flour bags and 
cotton. Bed covers were made from goose feathers. 
Socks and mitts were made of wool spun at home. 
Cotton material was bought locally. 

The family doctor travelled by horse and buggy 
and later by car. Home-made remedies consisted of 
poultices made of heated grain put in a bag for chest 
colds, etc. Milk and garlic was boiled and was used 
for sore throats and bad colds. In 1918, a bad 
epidemic broke out called ''The Flu". Many people 
died and many families were stricken when neigh
bours came in to help out feeding the stock and 
looking after the sick. The nearest hospital was in 
Winnipeg. Some medicine and drugs were obtained 
in town which was then called Stony Plain, and later 
named Beausejour. 

Groceries, which consisted mainly of flour, 
sugar, salt, yeast. soap and coal oil, were paid for from 
the sale of wood which was taken off the homestead, 
and taken to town by a team of oxen, and later with 
horses. 

Mail order catalogues were first sent out at the 
turn of the century. Articles bought were: clothing, 
horse blankets, harnesses, stoves, castile soap, etc. 
Each farmer had a dog and a cat for pets. Toys were 
whistles from willow, and sling shots and rag 
dolls for the girls of the family. Games played were 
Blind Man's Bluff. hide-and-go-seek, and many other 
simple forms of entertainment. 

The boys of the family would go out to snare 
rabbits and prairie chickens. They trapped mink, 
weasel and muskrats, along the creek which ran 
through the farm. 

Eva and Roy Dreger sitting in their car. Taken in 1933 on the 
Dreger farm. 



School picnics were held once a year on the 
school grounds. Candy, home-made lemonade and 
ice cream were a treat for the children and also to the 
older ones. Travelling around the country was done 
by horse and buggy and bicycle, and later the Model T 
car came on the scene. The first car owned in the 
district was by Adolf Hastman and Fred Dreger. Roy 
Dreger bought his first car, a 1927 Chev Touring car, 
in 1933. The nearest railway station was Sinnott, 
where wood and grain was hauled. Cream was sold in 
this manner and shipped to Winnipeg. Later a 
creamery was opened in town. 

The first Lutheran church was organized in 
1912 in Green Bay. The first church was builtin 1920. 
The minister's name was Reverend Furst. 

A weekly paper called "Der Nordwesten" was 
obtained through the mail from Winnipeg. 

Mouth organs and violins were the first instru
ments used. Gramophones were owned by some 
people in the 1920's and radios in the early 1930's. 

A very bad hailstorm hit the area in July of 1922. 
The crops were destroyed, but some farmers managed 
to salvage some of the crop for gr.eenfeed. Drought 
and grasshoppers also plagued the farmers in the 
1930's. During the Depression there was no work and 
crops were poor. People went out to find some odd 
jobs at $.75 per day and a dozen of eggs sold for lOll:. 

The first tractors owned in the district were by 
Fred Dreger and Fred Reihl. 

Electrification came to the district in 1952, and 
power farming with self-propelled machinery. Tele
vision sets and other luxuries followed. 

By: Elsie Dreger Hastman. 

Carlson Family History 

John Carlson was born July 20, 1860 in Sweden. 
He came by train to Tyndall and met Regina Martenson, 
who had been born January 1,1880, also in Sweden. 
They were married and moved to a farm north of 
Tyndall - that is, the northeast corner of section 
35-13-6. John and Regina had 10 children: Charlie, 
Alfred, Anna, Jerry, Hilda, Tilda, August. Albert, 
Martha and Julia. 

Charlie married Freda Abramson and they had 
seven children: Shirley, Eileen, Diane, Floyd, Leslie, 
Violet and Eric. Charlie and Eric has since passed 
away. Alfred was born on August 29, 1907. He died in 
a house fire on his homestead on section 13-14-6 on 
December 2,1980. Anna was born on July 21, 1909. 
She married Ami Thorarinson. They have five children: 
Mabel, Eileen, Laura, Ami and Julia. Jerry (1911-
1973) married Margaret Turner and they have one 
daughter, Regina. Hilda was born in 1913, but she 
died at birth. Tilda was born in 1914 but she died of 
diptheria and scarlet fever at four years of age. 
August was born on January 23, 1918. Albert was 
born on April 17 , 1920. He married Frances Mulla and 
they had three children: Robert, Fred and Barbara. 
Martha was born on October 13, 1922 and she married 
Marino Bjornson. They have five children: Douglas, 
Heather, Eric, Margaret (died in a school accident) 
and Marino Jr. Julia married Magnus Magnusson. 
She was born on July 18, 1927. They have five 
children: David, Christine, Susan, Lillian and William. 

The Carlsons moved to Tyndall in the late 
1920's. They settled at the southwest corner of 
section 14-13-6 next to the Palmquists. 
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Regina Carlson lived to see four of her grand
children, who remember her fondly. She passed away 
on March 1, 1939. John passed away on March 6, 
1940, just a year and five days later. 

By: Laura Armstrong. 

Back row: At.Igt.Ist, Albert and Alfred. Front row: Papa John 
Carlson, Mabel (granddaughter), and Mother - Mabel. 



Duma Family History 

John and Mary (Stefani uk) Duma, along with 
their one and a half year old daughter, Tiennie, came 
to Canada in 1908. They came from Salo Suchowola, 
Povit, Brody and the western Ukraine. They arrived at 
the Beausejour station and were met by Mary's 
brother, Alex Stefaniuk. He had settled in the 
Brokenhead district in 1903. Alex had purchased 160 
acres in this area. The Dumas bought about 100 acres 
of bush land next to Alex's land. Here they built a log 
house, eight by twelve. They started to clear the land 
by axe and pick. They also cut cordwood and hauled 
it to Beausejour. At Beausejour they sold the wood for 
$4.00 a cord. 

Duma family - back row: Ann, Jean and Paul. Front row:John 
and Mary Duma. Missing - Tiennie. 

Three years later they built a two room log 
house. Their family by that time had increased to 
three children: Tiennie, Annie and Jean. In 1913 
their son Paul was born. All three of the children 
attended the Rattray School. All of the sisters left 
home to work in Winnipeg when they were about 15. 
Paul was left on the farm to help his parents. 

In the year 1927 a big fire was started by a young 
boy named Mike Skarptha. He was making a smudge 
for cattle. The fire got out of control, and about seven 
thousand acres of grassland and bush was burned 
out. Even though this fire destroyed a lot, it also 
helped. Now much of the land was cleared of bush. 

The Depression years came and farmers bought 
up this land for four dollars an acre. Many of these 
farmers came from Steinbach. At the age of 18 years, 
Paul Duma bought one hundred acres with 20 dollars 
as a down payment. The land yielded well, but the 
price of wheat was 25 cents a bushel, and if you 
delivered more grain to the elevator than your quota, 
you had to pay storage. 

Paul's sisters were all gone from the homestead 
and they were getting married. Tiennie married John 
Sol uk, and they live in Brokenhead. Jean married 
Roy Hall, and they live in Winnipeg. Annie never 
married, and she lives in Toronto. 
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In 1932, Paul was elected as a trustee for the 
Rattray School. Here he served for four years. He was 
also on the building committee for the construction 
of the St. Thomas Roman Catholic Church in the 
Allegra district. 

Paul was married in 1935 to his school chum, 
Ella Tymko. They raised a family of two: Elaine and 
Roy. As the children reached school age, the family 
decided to move to the town of Beausejour. 

In 1945 Paul bought Mrs. Bethel's house and 
moved to Beausejour. Along with them came his 
parents. They bought Mrs. Lavoie's property. Paul's 
first job in town was selling Watkins products. He 
then got a job as the caretaker in the Beausejour 
School. 

In the year 1964 Reimer Agencies asked Paul to 
be a salesman for their Company. He took a few 
lessons and obtained his licence to sell Real Estate. 
The business was good at the time as a lot of farmers 
were retiring, and the younger generation was moving 
to the cities. When these older farmers sold out their 
properties there was always an auction sale. Paul 
then thought it would be good to become an auction
eer. Again, after a few lessons, he got his licence to 
auction. This is a pastime that he enjoyed very much. 
When the real estate business slowed down, he took a 
job driving a school bus, and also became a mail 
courier for the Beausejour Post Office. 

Between the years 1954 and 1960 Paul served as 
a Councillor for the Town of Beausejour. He has also 
been a trustee for the St. Mary's Church for eight 
years. He is a 4th degree Knight of Columbus. 

At the age of 65 Paul retired from driving school 
buses, but still has his mail route and auction sales. 

Duma family - back row: Roy Duma, Father Paul Duma, Ron 
Dufily. Front row: Bernice (Kianski), Mother Ella, and Elaine 
Duma. 

Daughter Elaine married Ron Dufily and they 
live in Flin Flon. Elaine is a lab technician, and Ron 
works for Hudson Bay Mining and Smelting. Son Roy 
married Bernice Kianski, and they live in Winnipeg. 
Roy is a security guard and Bernice is a secretary. 

By: Paul Duma. 



Shaw Family History 

Members of the Shaw family were early settlers 
along the Brokenhead River near Ladywood. north of 
Beausejour. The Shaws were a large family. descend
ants of Joseph the Elder and Frances (Draper) Shaw. 
They took out homesteads in the early 1880·s. During 
the first year they prepared clearings in the heavy bush 
land and built log dwellings using spruce boughs to 
cover hand hewn pole rafters. Later they improved 
their homes and cleared plots of land. 

The Shaws were stone masons. bricklayers and 
carpeniers by trade and came to Canada from Kimberly. 
Nottingham. England. To supply the necessities of 
life during those early years they either walked from 
Ladywood to Winnipeg. or travelled by oxen team. a 
distance of some 45 miles. In Winnipeg they helped 
construct many of the early stone and brick buildings. 
some of which still stand today. 

Winnipeg was enjoying a building boom at the 
time and the sons. William. Joseph and Henry were 
able to earn good wages for that era. With their 
savings. they purchased a block of land which 
comprised most of the portion of the town of Beause
jour north of Park Avenue. They subdivided it and 
built substantial homes. many of brick and mortar 
construction. Joseph Shaw the Elder's home. was 
called "Gertrude Cottage". and was located on the site 
now occupied by Western Drug Mart. His son William 
built a home and named it "Derwent Cottage". at the 
northwest corner of Park and Third Street. Joseph 
built his home facing Park Avenue, just east of Third 
Street. Henry had a home and general store at the 
northeast corner of Park Avenue and 4th Street. 
Frances. one of the daughters. lived in a brick and 
masonry home on Park. where the Lamplighter now 
stands. William Bethel. who married Phebe Jane 
Shaw. daughter of William. lived in a home on Park. 
where the post office building is now located. 

William. son of W. R. Shaw and his wife. Emma 
(Bachman) Shaw, and his family lived in a home on the 
corner of Third and Dale Avenue. The William Bach
mans (Emma's parents) lived right across the 
street. Emma (Bachman) Shaw is now 95 years old and 
living in Winnipeg. Her sons. daughter. grandchildren. 
and great-grandchildren mostly live in the Winnipeg 
area. Gervase Jones. son of Frances (Shaw) Jones. 
lived on the northwest corner of 4th and Dale. 
William Shaw Jr. and Gervase Jones operated a 
sawmill near the site of the Masonic Hall on Third 
Street. 

The Anglican Church property on 2nd Street 
and Park Avenue was donated to the Church by the 
Shaw family. The Shaws named the settlement north 
of Beausejour now known as Ladywood. A two storey. 
four room concrete block school built on 2nd Street 
in 1905 and since demolished was called Kimberly 
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School. so-named by the Shaws, who helped build it. 
The Black families, descendants of William 

Black and Frances, daughter of Joseph Shaw, are the 
only remaining Shaw descendants in Beausejour. 

Rose, Tarlton, Frances, Gertie and Queenie. Taken in 1904 in 
the lot where the present day Gretsinger Garage stands. 

The Shaws were among the founding members 
of the Brokenhead Agricultural Society. William R. 
Shaw was noted for his purebred Jersey herdandhis 
stock won many ribbons during the early years of the 
Society. 

Joseph Shaw was a prominent merchant and 
farm equipment dealer in the early days, handling the 
Deering line of machinery. His son Tarlton, farmed 
about two miles north of Beausejour. Rose (Shaw) 
Elliott. operated a store and ice cream parlour on the 
north side of Park Avenue and Third. 

Joseph Shaw in his office in Beausejour. 



William Bethel owned and operated the King 
Edward Hotel. which formerly stood opposite the 
present Beausejour Hotel. He was also a prominent 
farm equipment and livery stable operator and was 
the first Ford dealer in town. 

Some of the members of the family moved to 
various places in Ontario and the Western Provinces. 

The Shaw family and relatives by marriage were 
prominent in Municipal and Town affairs. serving as 
elected officials in tile early days. 

William R. Shaw served as the first Mayor of the 
incorporated Village of Beausejour in 1908. Will 
Bachman (father of Mrs. Emma Shaw. wife of William 
Shaw) served as the first Mayor when Beausejour was 
incorporated as a Town in 1912. Joseph Shaw also 
served on the first town council. as did William 
Bethel. William Bethel later served as Mayor of the 
Town in 1938 and as Reeve of the Municipality of 
Brokenhead in 1919. His son. Clarence Bethel. served 
on the Beausejour Town Council from 1939-1942. 

Joseph and Annie (Law) Shaw. 

The Shaws will long be remembered by the 
citizens of Beausejour as hard-working. God-fearing 
pioneers. 

Strandberg Family History 

Herman Strandberg came to the Tyndall area 
before 1890. He was born in Sweden in 1864. He had 
a twin brother and two sisters: Amanda Winkler of 
Tyndall; and Hilma Fimsted. who moved to Kenora. 
His father. John Gottart. lived his last years with 
Amanda. 

Karin Wid mark and her second husband Victor 
lived south of Tyndall. on the southwest corner of 
section 1. Karin's mother was over 100 years old 
before she died. She lived with them until her death. 
Karin had a daughter. Martha. from her first marriage. 

Herman married Martha when she was 13 years 
of age. They had a large home built on section 19-13-
7 E. Herman and Martha had 13 children: John. 
William. Annie. Emil. Oscar. Alfred. Edwin. Emanuel. 
Herman. Ellen. Evelyn. Agnes and Violet. 

John died on August 21. 1893 when he was one 
and a half years old. William died on September 1. 
1893. at one and a half months old. Annie died in a 
train crossing accident on June 10. 1912 when she 
was 18 years old. Emil died on January 18. 1898 when 
he was three months old. Oscar lived to a ripe old age. 
He died in 1971 in B.C .. where he had spent most of 
his life. Alfred died on August 22. 1900 when he was 
four and a half months old. Edwin married Vera 
Anderson. They operated a garage in Garson. They 
later moved to Washington. They have five children: 
Howard. Iris. Beverly. Lois and Edwin. Emanuel died 
September 5. 1902 when he was three months old. 
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Herman drowned while out working when he was 
about 25 years old. Ellen was born September 26. 
1904. She married Gerald Armstrong. They had four 
children: Roy. Richard. Elaine and William. Evelyn 
married Lars Pearson and are in B.C. Agnes Downey 
has one son. Douglas. Violet lives in the U.S. 

The Strandbergs eventually decided to move 
closer to Tyndall. Therefore. one day everything was 
readied. Twelve teams of horses were trying to move 
their large two storey house three and a quarter miles. 
The destination was just north of the Tyndall Cemetery. 
The house had three large rooms downstairs. an 
enormous kitchen and four bedrooms upstairs. Mrs. 
Strandberg cooked the meals inside while the house 
was being moved. Apparently it was a difficult job 
trying to move the house. and the horses were not co
operating. So after about a week of struggle. Herman 
Strandberg. upon a suggestion. used his two teams of 
oxen and a neighbours three teams of oxen. and the 
house arrived at its present site within two days. 

After Mrs. Widmark's husband died she moved 
in with the Strandbergs. The Strandbergs moved to a 
new site along Devil's Creek on the south side of 
section 15-13-6. 

Herman. Martha. and her mother. Karin Widmark. 
died tragically in 1930 during the coldest day of that 
winter. 

By: Laura Armstrong. 



The Lee Family History 

In 1896. Stephen Lee was born in the Kuk Po 
Village of Hong Kong. His father was both a farmer 
and a fisherman. When Stephen was 10 years old. he 
had learned all there was to know about farming and 
fishing from his parents. He helped his parents in 
farming and fishing and decided to follow in his 
father's footprints when he grew up. However. in the 
drought of 1910. he was forced off the land and into a 
search for a better life. 

On the suggestion from his friends who had 
migrated to Canada some time earlier and after a long 
meeting with his family. Stephen decided to move to 
Canada in hope of a better life. 

After a long travelling time. Stephen arrived in 
Canada in 1911 in mid-year. He was surprised when 
he saw such great plains. as he had never imagined 
such vast spaces of land before. His friend. David 
Wong. was a farmer settled in an area south of Regina. 
Saskatchewan. in a region called Bakarres. His farm 
consisted of a quarter-section. most of which had not 
yet been cleared. He had land cleared for his house. 
stable. grains and livestock. His building. was of log 
well-plastered with clay. the dwelling being veneered 
lumber. white-washed. and painted. 

Stephen worked from seven o'clock in the 
morning to six o'clock in the evening. as did David. 
There were no coffee breaks or days off. They took 
fifteen minutes for lunch and half an hour for supper. 
The major jobs Stephen had were: clearing land for 
the following years. getting wood from the forest and 
seeding. The work was hard. but there was no other 
job for him due to his language difficulties. After 
work. David taught Stephen some useful and simple 
English. 

Two years later. David got married. and Stephen 
made up his mind to move to Winnipeg to make his 
fortune. After a long time of travelling on foot, he 
finally arrived in Winnipeg. However. he could not 
find a job because he could not communicate with 
other people. After he spent most of his money he 
feared he would starve to death soon. Luckily. at this 
hopeless moment. a Chinese man named Henry 
Tsang invited him to work on the construction of a 
road. The work was very hard. but no one wanted to 
quit because a lot of others were waiting for jobs. 
Stephen worked as hard as he could to keep his job. 

After three years of working hard. Stephen met 
Marie in 1915. They liked and needed each other. 
Marie had immigrated from a small village in Hong 
Kong called Skek Tau Kok with her parents in 1908 in 
search of a better life. Her father was both a farmer 
and a shoemaker. Marie worked on the farm as hard 
as a man and also helped her mother with the 
housework. Stephen married Marie in 1915. They 
decided to have a farm of their own and to start a 
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homestead. They left the city and moved southwest 
of Saskatoon in an area around Rouleau. They 
obtained a quarter section of land that was not yet 
cleared. Shortly after they arrived. about ten or 
fifteen men got together and built a log house for 
Stephen. Stephen soon found out they lived not far 
away and therefore they were neighbours. They 
told him of the farming conditions of the area. 
However. Stephen could only understand half of what 
they said. and the neighbours had to use hand 
signals in order for Stephen to fully understand. The 
neighbours gave Stephen some flour and some food 
to start. Stephen was very happy to meet all of them. 

Stephen started his work. The first thing he did 
was clearing a small portion of land for Marie to grow 
some vegetables and build a stable to keep livestock. 
Then. with the help of his neighbour. he dug a well. 
Stephen got his water supplies from that well. as 
water was necessary for drinking. washing and other 
purposes. Stephen also went into the forest to cut 
some wood for the fire. for cooking and for heating 
the house in winter. 

Stephen and Marie worked from before sunrise 
until after sunset every day. Marie kept the house 
clean and neat, seeded the garden. went to the forest 
to hunt for food. since she was the chef of the house. 
Wild fruits were available in summer. Marie used it 
for jam and as fresh fruit. There were beautiful 
gardens with vegetables and fruit in them. Stephen 
and Marie went fishing at certain times. when they 
wanted to eat fish. They ate the fish fresh and put the 
extra fish in a big pail. They covered these fish with 
salt. Two days later. they dried the fish under sunlight 
and the fish would not spoil. 

Stephen got his groceries from a store which 
was five miles from his house. Marie washed their 
clothes with bars of laundry soap. They got all the 
dairy products directly from their cow. 

Marie cooked the food outside the house in 
summer and inside the house in winter. There were 
no electric stoves or ovens. 

Sunday was the best day for all the farmers. 
They went to church in the morning and visited each 
other in the afternoon. They talked about all the 
wonderful things that happened during the week and 
their plans for the future. 

Stephen harvested the grain usually in September; 
however. this varied. depending on when he seeded 
his grain and the condition of the growing months. 
Then. he sent the grain to the city and got cash to buy 
food for the long winter. 

In winter they didn't have to work as hard as in 
summer. Stephen would go to the city and find 
himself a job. His jobs varied every year. One year he 
cut wood. delivered groceries and dug wells for other 



farmers when their wells went dry. Stephen came 
back every two weeks. While Stephen was working 
outside the farm, Marie took care of the farm and 
the house work. She also hunted in the woods. 

In 1917 Stephen decided to take Marie back to 
Hong Kong to meet his parents. In 1918 Marie moved 
back to Kuk Po Village and in early 1919 two children 
were born. They were called Jack and Ellen. In the 
following year, Marie moved to Canada again and left 
her parents to look after her son and daughter. 

Stephen and Marie had a very good life in the 
followng 1 ° years. However, in the 1930's drought 
conditions on the prairies forced them off the land. 
Therefore, they returned to Hong Kong and worked at 
their original jobs again. 

Jack Lee helped his father in both farming and 
fishing. In 1937 Jack married Anne and they obtained 
more farm land to work on. Although they were not 
wealthy, they enjoyed that kind of life. In 1939 their 
first child was born and named Peter. In 1941 Hong 
Kong was attacked by the Japanese. Shortly after this 
the Japanese moved into Ktik Po Village and gave the 
farmers, including Stephen and his family, a hard 
time. The Japanese stayed in Hong Kong for three 
years and eight months. During that period of time, a 
lot of people in the village starved to death. David, the 
second son of Jack, was born during the war in 1943. 

After WorId War II, Jack continued farming and 
fishing and life was enjoyable. As Peter and David 
grew up, they attended school and helped on the farm 
after school. 

When Peter was 16 years old, he migrated to 
England for adventure. He worked in a restaurant for 
12 hours a day, with one day off a week. After eight 
years of hard work, he returned to Hong Kong and 
married Kam. Kam's parents lived in a small village 
called Salt Field, China. 
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In 1963 Peter's first child, Allen, was born. 
Shortly after Allen was born, Peter went back to 
England. When Allen was three years old, Kam 
migrated to England to join Peter and they started a 
business in Great Yarmouth in 1966. Allen's other 
brothers and sisters Oscar, Michael, Ben, Judy and 
May were born in 1966, 1968, 1970, 1972 and 1974, 
respectively. 

David moved to Canada in 1975 for schooling at 
the University of Manitoba. In 1976 he married 
Helen. Both David and Helen worked in a restaurant. 
David worked after school as a part time chef, and 
Helen worked as a full time waitress in the same 
restaurant. In 1978 David graduated and started a 
restaurant called Lee's Village Restaurant, in Steinbach. 
The following year, because the restaurant lacked 
workers, Jack and Anne migrated to Canada to help 
their son. 

By the suggestion of his brother David, Peter 
decided to sell his restaurant and all his properties in 
England. He and his family migrated to Canada in 
1978. Peter worked for his brother in the first year and 
learned how to cook, as he used to be a manager in 
England. Allen and his brother went to help on 
weekends. 

The following year, Peter found himself a 
restaurant in Beausejour and started his own business. 
The winter in Canada is a bit too long for the Lees and 
work is very hard, but life is more enjoyable than ever 
before. The Lees go to Winnipeg for supper once a 
month and visit their uncle twice a month. 

They all like Canada because it gives them great 
hope for life in the present and for the future. 

By: Allen Lee. 



William Zielke Family History 

Born in Russia in 1896, William Zielke came to 
Canada with his parents at the age of four. They 
settled in the St. Ouens area in 1904. His parents were 
Michael Zielke and Justina Peitsch. Michael and 
Justina had eight children: Mabel, William, Olga 
(now Kelbert), Mary (now Brown), Hilda (now Smith), 
Albert, Lenora and Ruth. 

In 1921 William married Ernestine Felske. 
Ernestine was born on the present day Harry Stobert 
farm, on March 30, 1904. Her parents were Dan and 
Pauline (Jachiam) Felske. Dan and Pauline came 
from the old country as young children. Dan farmed 
in the Green Bay area. They had ten children. None of 
the Felske children reside in the area, except for 
Ernestine and William Zielke's descendants. Their 
children are: Hilda (1895), Ida (1896), Lena (1897), 
Herman (1900), Bertha (1902), Ernestine (1904), Elsie 
(1906), Henry (1908), Tillie (1911), and William (1913). 

William and Ernestine had one of the largest 
families in the area. They raised a family of seven 
boys and seven girls. Their children are: Ernest, of 
Kitchener, Ontario; Fred, of Surrey, British Columbia; 
Mrs. Ed (Ruth) Hoban of Calgary, Alberta; Ed, of 
Prince George, British Columbia; Sam, of Kamloops, 
British Columbia; Steve (Otto) of Chiliwack, British 
Columbia; Mrs. Esther Strachan of Edson, Alberta; 
Mrs. Carl (Freda) Petterson of Brandon, Manitoba; 
David, of Edmonton, Alberta (deceased January 17, 
1978); Jack of Winnipeg, Manitoba; Mrs. Ed (Annie) 
Russell Jr. of Winnipeg, Manitoba; Mrs. Gordon 
(Louise) Pommer, of Seddons Corner, Manitoba; 
Mrs. Fred (Eleanor) Weedmark Jr. of Beausejour, 
Manitoba. Their son Leonard died in infancy. 
William and Ernestine had 55 grandchildren and 28 
great grandchildren. 

Zielke Family 

Besides taking much pride in his family, Mr. 
Zielke won many prizes at local fairs for his fine 
horses. He also sold both cattle and horses. 

Mr. William Zielke. 

Known to be a kind man, he never turned 
anyone away from his door, even in the Depression. 
He was semi-retired when a fire swept through his st. 
Ouens home. Mr. and Mrs. Zielke lost most of their 
belongings. Because of the generosity and kindness 
of their neighbours, they were able to make it through 
those rough times. 

Mr. William Zielke passed away on March 19, 
1967, and Ernestine remarried Gus Rattai in 1972. Mr. 
Rattai died in December of 1977. Ernestine still lives 
on the farm. 

The only members of the Zielke family living in 
this area are Mrs. Louise Pommer of Seddons Corner, 
and Mrs. Eleanor Weedmark of Beausejour. Eleanor 
married Fred Weedmark in February of 1963. They 
live in St. Ouens. Fred works as a surveyer for the 
Province of Manitoba. They have four sons: Dale, 
John, James and Stephen. 

By: Eleanor Weedmark. 

Back row, left to right: Fred, David, Ernest, Ed, Jack, Sam and Steve. 
Front row left to right: Freda, Ester, Ruth, Mrs. William Zielke (Mom), Linda, Eleanor, Louise and Annie. 
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DeMarco Family History 

Peter DeMarco was born in Calassio, Italy, on 
May 29, 1881. Emily DeMarco (nee Pescitelli) was 
also born in Calassio, Italy, in 1885. 

In order to improve their fortune, the DeMarcos 
left Italy for the U.S.A., settling in Talusa, Illinois. 
Their stay in the U.S. was not long. Hearing of 
opportunities in Canada, they decided to come to 
Manitoba, and take up farming. They arrived in 
Beausejour on April 18, 1912. After waiting the 
required three years, Mr. DeMarco became naturalized 
on July 16, 1915. 

Mr. DeMarco rented 250 acres on the Broken
head River from Daniel Fawcett. They farmed this 
land until 1919. During the influenza epidemic Mr. 
DeMarco died. Unable to farm alone, with only their 
small children, Mrs. DeMarco left the farm and moved 
to Beausejour. She bought a house on Park Avenue. 
The location is now the business site of the Beause
jour Lumber Company. 

Peter DeMarco and wife Emily with Julius. 
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Four children were born in the United States. 
They were Louis, born July 15, 1908; William, born 
October 15, 1909; Adolph, born November 19, 1910; 
and Alfred, born April 11, 1911. Louis, William and 
Adolph are now deceased. Other children were born 
in Beausejour. They were: Hugh, Julius, Doris, Peter 
and Cecelia. 

All of the children attended the Beausejour 
school. The three eldest children - with the 
exception of William, who died in Beausejour at an 
early age - moved back to the United States, and 
were later followed by Mrs. DeMarco and two children, 
Peter and Doris. They have lived there ever since. 
Mrs. DeMarco is still living, and is now ninety-six 
years of age. 

Julius is the only member of the family still 
residing in Beausejour. He is married to Edith Bush. 
They have four children. Dale teaches in Thompson, 
Manitoba. He is married and has one son. Janice 
married Ronald Selch. They have two children. She is 
a nurse, and operates a Day Care Centre in Dauphin, 
Manitoba. Janice and her husband, Ronald, reside in 
Dauphin. Linden teaches in Beausejour at the 
Elementary School. Shelley is also a teacher, and 
during 1981-82 will be teaching in Fort Franklin, 
North West Territories. 

Julius was in the armed forces during W.W.II 
and served in Belgium and Holland. After the war he 
operated a tinsmith shop and heating establishment. 
Later he discontinued business and took employment 
at the Pinawa Atomic Research Centre. He is now 
retired and lives at the corner of Third Street and 
Ashton Avenue. In the early days T.T.Wyrzykowski 
had a general store at this location. 

By: Julius DeMarco. 



Armstrong Family History 

Thomas Armstrong was born in 1856. He was of 
Irish origin. He met Mary H. Sharp. who was born in 
1856 as a "wee English lass". They were married and 
lived at Port Credit or Credit Forks in Ontario. They 
had five children: Richard. William. Lillian. Gerald 
and Wentworth. 

Thomas and Mary moved to Garson after their 
children were born. Tom was boss at the quarries. 
where he worked until he died on his way home from 
work. He had the fatal heart attack on March 20. 1916 
in his 60th year. 

The Armstrong children and grandchildren (Mary 
and Isabelle) used to refer to Mary's mother as 
"Granny Sharp". She lived with the family in Garson. 
She died on March 14. 1920 at the age of 84. 

Mary Armstrong and grandson, Richard. 

Richard and his wife Isabelle had two daughters: 
Mary and Isabelle. Mary married John Wilson and 
they had three children: Elizabeth. Ian and Isabelle. 
Isabelle married Gordon Rutherford and they have 
one daughter: Allison. While in Garson. Richard and 
his wife Isabelle had a large boarding house. which 
was located about half a mile north of the highway. 
Richard and Isabelle later moved to Winnipeg. 

William bought a farm on the S.W. comer of7-
13-7. William. Lil. Gerald. Went and their mother. 
Mary. lived on this farm. William was employed as a 
carpenter. but they also mixed farmed. William died 
in 1954. 

Lillian lived from 1893-1951. 
Gerald married Ellen Strandberg. He was born 

onJune 19, 1894. Gerry served in both World Wars. 
He worked in the quarries in Ohio and also was a third 
class stationery engineer working at construction and 
later Garson Quarries. Gerry and Ellen had four 
children: Roy. Richard. Elaine and William. Richard 
married Laura Thorarinson and they have four children: 
Darlene. Richard. Neil and Dwayne. The family 
resides in Tyndall. Elaine married Leonard Applegate 
and they have two children: Brenda (Mrs. Dan 
Jorgensen) and Freddie. William married Corrine 
Baker and they have two children: Maria and Gina. 
When Went passed away Gerry moved into Went's 
house in Garson. where he lived until he became ill 
and spent the last few years in Deer Lodge Hospital. 
Gerry died on May 12. 1975. 

Wentworth was a private in the army and 
worked as carpenter. He lived from 1895-1951. 

By: Laura Armstrong. 

Top row, left to right: Wentworth, Gerald, Lillian, William and Richard. 
Bottom row, left to right: Granny Sharp, Mary and Thomas Armstrong. 
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Antymis Family History 

The history of the Stephen Antymis family in 
the Brokenhead area dates back to Gabriel Harry 
Antymis and Mary Antymis. 

Gabriel and Mary Antymis. 

Gabriel Antymis was born in Austria in 1884. 
His parents and sister Dora lived in the village called 
Navoshilka. They were peasant farmers and were 
known to be a nice, quiet family. 

When Gabriel reached the age of 17, he decided 
to look for work elsewhere. Some of his friends had 
already gone to Minneapolis. Others left for Canada 
to live in Brokenhead, Manitoba. In 1904, Gabriel 
with two of his friends left Austria destined for the 
U.S.A. After a short stay in Minneapolis, Gabriel 
decided to leave for Brokenhead. Upon his arrival he 
stayed a t the home of Timothy and Katherine Sabada. 
He enjoyed the visit but had to leave to look for work. 
For several years Gabriel found work at different jobs. 
During the summer months he helped farmers with 
harvesting. He worked on the railroad in Manitoba, 
and for a few years he worked at the Fort Whyte 
Canada Cement Company. 

His wife, Mary Sol uk, was born in Austria, on 
September 15, 1897. She came to Canada when she 
was two and a half years old. Mary was the eldest 
daughter of John and Justina Soluk. 

Gabriel met Mary Soluk while visiting the Soluk 
family in Thalberg. Shortly after Mary and Gabriel 
decided to marry. They were married in the st. 
Demitrius Catholic Church in Ladywood, on February 
24, 1913. 

Gabriel had purchased 80 acres of land in the 
Brokenhead district before their marriage. Since 
there was no home on the property, after their 
marriage they went to live with the Sabadas. They 
stayed with the family for four and a half months, 
while their house was being built. Their farm was 
small and the land was not completely cleared. 
Gabriel went out working to earn money to buy more 
land. In 1919 they decided to sell their land, when an 
opportunity arose, to buy 200 acres of land in 
Thalberg. Here they cleared the land, and mix-farmed 
for several years. 
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Besides caring for her family and farmwork, 
Mary found time to work for her church. She was 
president of the Sisterhood of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Thalberg for 13 years, and two years in 
Beausejour. 

During the time that Gabriel and Mary lived in 
Brokenhead their children were born - two boys and 
two girls. Their names were: John, Anne, Stephan 
and Alice. 

Gabriel and Mary's children from left to right: Anne, Steve, 
Alice and John. 

The children attended school at Thalberg. The 
school was two miles away from their home and the 
roads were very poor. In spring the water often 
crossed the road making it difficult to walk. The 
school had two rooms, and held classes from grade 
one to grade eight. After school and during summer 
holidays the children helped with the field work and 
farm chores. 

When the children finished school, they stayed 
home for a few more years, to help their parents with 
farming. Then one by one they went to work in the 
city, or wherever they were able to find work. Stephan 
at the age of 14 went to work for the local sawmill. 
This was seasonal work, and paid 1 5¢ an hour to start. 
His wages increased some years later when he was 
promoted to sawyer. For a few years in summer 
Stephan worked for the neighbours and operated a 
steam engine used in running a threshing machine. 

While working in the city, Anne Antymis met 
Herman Nickel. They were married in Winnipeg, in 
February 1936. John the eldest son of Gabriel and 
Mary, married Irene Tymchuk in November of 1942. 
Stephan married Pearl Bendera, of Thalberg, and Alice 
married Edward Cronk of Winnipeg, on September 7, 
1946. 

Gabriel and Mary farmed for a few years more. 
In 1951 they retired to make their home in Beausejour. 
Gabriel Antymis passed away on July 10, 1965. Mary 
at the age of 83 still lives in her own house. She 



enjoys sitting outside to watch her flowers bloom and 
her garden grow. 

Stephen Antymis, the second son of Gabriel 
and Mary, was the only child to remain in the 
Beausejour-Brokenhead area. Stephan was born in 
BrokenheadonFebruary2, 1916. He had known Pearl 
Bendera from early childhood as they both lived in 
the same neighbourhood and attended the same 
school and church. 

On Sundays they would often visit each other's 
homes. Pearl and Alice were close friends, and 
Stephan's best friend was Pearl's brother John. 

Pearl's parents, Cornelius and Tekla Bendera 
both came from Europe. Cornelius was born in 
Chemliski, Austria, on September 24, 1876. He was 
orphaned as a child and was left without any financial 
prospects. Pearl's mother Tekla was born in Mochanivka, 
Austria, on January 18,1882. She was the daughter of 
Gregory and Pearl Matchizen. They were peasant 
farmers and lived in the village of Mochanivka. As the 
two villages, Mochanivka and Chemliski were close 
together, Tekla and Cornelius would meet often. 

Cornelius and Tekla Bendera in the early 1930's. 

On November 8, 1900, Cornelius and Tekla 
were married in the Greek Catholic Church at Chemiliski. 
After the wedding they went to live with Tekla's 
parents. One day, four months after their marriage, 
Tekla's father came home and told them they were all 
moving to Canada. This shocked the family, but they 
were even more shocked when he told them he had 
just sold the house and land. Tears were shed, but 
there was no time to waste as the belongings had to be 
packed for they were to leave in a few weeks. They 
arrived in Brokenhead in March of 1901. Here they 
lived with the Krawchuk family for one year. 

A few months after their arrival in Canada, 
Cornelius purchased a homestead in the Thalberg 
area for 10 dollars. In winter, without any roads to 
follow, he walked 11 Yz miles daily to get to his 
homestead and back. There he cut logs and started to 
build a new home. In March 1902, their house was 
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not yet finished when the weather turned very warm. 
They had to cross the Brokenhead River while it was 
still frozen. They hired a friend with a team of oxen, 
packed their belongings, bundled their two babies, 
and left for their new home. 

When they arrived at their new home, a March 
snow storm came up. The house had no roof, and the 
babies had to be protected from the falling snow. The 
four parents hurried to prepare a shelter for their 
children. Cornelius made a fire in the middle of the 
house on the dirt floor, Gregory put some hay on the 
bed and a linen sheet was nailed to the wall to form a 
roof. By evening the four parents had the roof up and 
covered with hay. The stove and their belongings 
were put into place. Cornelius and Tekla now owned 
land and a home. Within a few weeks they even heard 
from their new neighbours, Peter and Barbara Soluk. 

For the first few years, hay to these settlers was 
of great value. Some of the roofs of their buildings 
were covered with hay. Hay took the place of 
mattresses. 

Everyday life on the farm was mostly work and 
little play. In summer Cornelius and Tekla went otitto 
work the fields and to clear land. The older children 
went along to help. The younger children stayed 
home to babysit. prepare food for lunch and do light 
chores. During the winter days, and when the chores 
were done, Cornelius would sit down and teach the 
children to read in Ukrainian. Sometimes the family 
sat around the table; there, Cornelius would teach 
and lead the children in hymn singing. Some of the 
evenings were spent plucking wool, but most days 
were spent stripping feathers to make pillows and 
comforters. Stripping feathers was boring and hard 
on one's back. To lighten the task, Cornelius and 
Tekla would sing, tell stories, or talk of their child
hood and pioneer days. Stripping feathers paid off in 
the end, for each child was given a big feather 
comforter and two pillows as a wedding gift. 

T ekla was always busy with her family, 
preparing food and clothing. She spun wool on a 
distaff with a spindle for scarves, mitts and 
stockings. Her home was kept tidy. In 1939, 
Cornelius built their third new home while living in 
Canada. This home had three bedrooms, a living 
and dining room. T ekla was happy to move into 
their new home. 

This is a short but a true story of Cornelius and 
Tekla Bendera, who left their country for a place 
unknown to them with only a few dollars in their 
pockets and a few essentials. Their strong faith in 
God, and the many songs that they used to sing 
wherever they went, carried them through their 
pioneer days. They loved Canada, and worked very 
hard to clear the land, and to raise a family, always 
hoping for a better future for themselves and their 
children. Cornelius and Tekla raised 11 children and 
saw 10 of their children happily married. They were 



happy to hear that in 1938, Christine Justina, was 
entering a convent to become a nun with the Sister 
Servants of Mary Immaculate. They passed away after 
their many wishes were fulfilled. Cornelius Bendera 
passed away on March I, 1949. Tekla Bendera wentto 
her resting place on August 10, 1954. 

The Bendera Family 
Nellie - married Nick Slobodian 
Mary - married Bill Mariash 
Anne - married Peter Pasoluko 
Helen - married Henry Romano 
John - married Emeline Geschke 
Pearl - married Stephen Antymis 
Doris - married Alex Ksiazek 
Justina Christina - Sister Choritina, S.S.M.l. 
Pauline - married William Soluk 
Michael - married Anne Weremy 
Geraldine - married Harold Plischke 
Two of their children died within a week, 
one son died at nine months. 

Stephen Antymis and Pearl Bendera went to
gether for four years before getting married on 
October 19, 1940 in Sts. Peter and Paul Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Thalberg, Manitoba. They had a 
small reception at the home of Stephen's parents 
mostly just relatives and close friends. 

Three weeks after Stephen and Pearl were 
married, Stephen and his brother, John, left for the 
bush camp. Pearl stayed at home with her parents and 
sister. He would come home every two weeks to pick 
up food for himself, and feed for his horses. 

On May 10, 1941, Stephen and Pearl moved to 
their farm. Before Stephen and Pearl were married, 
Stephen had given a down payment for a quarter 
section of land, in an agreement between Stephen, 
the Old Age Pension Branch and Cirillus and Maria 
Sabada. Stephen was to give them one third share of 
all the crops and was responsible for their maintenance 
support and care during the remainder of their 
natural lives. In return he would get full ownership of 
the quarter section of land. Since Stephen and Pearl 
didn't own a home of their own, they went to live with 
the elderly couple. Cirillus and Maria had no children 
of their own, so were happy to have the young couple 
stay with them. They got along very well living 
together in the same home. Stephen went to bush 
camp in winter to cut cordwood, firewood and logs for 
lumber to build a home. Three and a half years later, 
Stephen built a new home. Cirillus and Maria Sabada 
moved into the new home to live with the young 
family. Baba and Dido Sabada, as the young couple 
and their children used to call them, loved Stephen 
and Pearl's children. They would take care of them 
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when Stephen and Pearl went to work in the fields or 
do farm chores. Maria Sabada passed away on 
February 28, 1949. Cirillus Sabada died on April 27, 
1951. 

Left is Cirillus Sabada. Left to right, back row: Mary Antymis, 
Tekla Bendera, Cornelius Bendera and Gabriel Antymis. Front 
row: Maria Sabada and Pearl's grandmother. 

Every year during the winter months Stephen 
went out working or to the bush camp. Pearl stayed 
home to take care of the family, and to look after the 
animals and other farm chores. Even though the 
children were quite young, they used to help with the 
chores after they came home from school. At times it 
wasn't easy to do farm chores, especially after a heavy 
snowfall. All the paths would have to be cleared in 
order to get to the well, barn and granary. 

Stephen and Pearl were in mixed farming, and 
were beginning to notice that the little old barn, that 
Cirillius and Maria had built, now had to be replaced. 
Stephen cut a lot of lumber during the winter, and had 
enough to build a barn. In 1948, Stephen hired a 
carpenter, and with some labourers and himself, built 
a round roof barn, 48' x2S'. During the building of the 
barn, Pearl was kept busy preparing and serving all 
the meals for the men. 

The roads in Thalberg, where Stephen and Pearl 
lived, were seldom cleared in winter. There wasn't a 
phone at home to be used in cases of sickness in the 
family or of animals. The only pay phone in the 
Thalberg District was two and a half miles away. In 
winter when they went shopping or visiting, it was by 
sleigh and horses. And if they wanted to use a car to 
go to town, or the city, the car had to be towed by 
horses the first half a mile. Pearl would steer the car, 
and Stephen drove the horses. They would then leave 
the horses at William and Pauline Soluks (Pearl's 
sister and brother-in-law), to use again for going 
home. In summer when the roads were rough and 
muddy, Stephen and Pearl drove by wagon or buggy 
with horses. And if they went by car Stephen had to 
put chains on the back wheels for traction, or else he 
had to tow the car by horses. 



Pearl, even as a small child, always loved to 
sing. She especially loved church music and hymns. 
In 1949 she was approached to become a cantor for Sts. 
Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church in Thalberg. 
She gradually took over from the retiring cantor, and 
for several years sang for services in four other 
churches. One of these churches now stands in the 
Pioneer Village in Beausejour. 

In 1952 Stephen and Pearl bought more land. 
This was a quarter section of land adjoining their own 
farm. This farm was mostly bush, except for about 25 
acres of cultivated land. The same year that he 
bought the land, Stephen hired help and had more 
land cleared. Then a few years later, a fire started in 
the area of Thalberg and got into the bush farm. This 
helped to clear the land. The following year Stephen 
hired a bulldozer and plow and had the land broken. 
But before the land could be tilled, the roots and 
rocks had to be picked off the plowed field. This is 
hard work, so Stephen, with his three sons, and some 
hired help, set out, and in a few days had the job done. 

For quite some time, Stephen and Pearl had 
been planning to move off their farm. In 1962, they 
bought a lot on Gertrude Avenue in Beausejour, and 
had their house moved there. They found the people 
in Beausejour to be very friendly. Their children liked 
the idea of having the short distance to school. 
compared to the mile and a half they walked while 
living on the farm. 

Stephen and Pearl had five children while living 
on the farm in Thalberg. Gerald, their eldest son, was 
born in Beausejour on April 16, 1942. Gerald attended 
school at Thalberg and took his grade 12 at the 
Beausejour Collegiate. Gerald and Alexis met while 
attending school at Beausejour. Gerald Antymis and 
Alexis Bush were married on February 8, 1964 in the 
Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church in Beausejour. 
Gerald and Alexis have three children, two girls and 
one boy. They are Susan, Dean and Lee. Gerald is 
manager for Beausejour Lumber and Supply in Beause
jour. 

Stephen and Pearl's second child was a girl. 
Sharon was born on May 22, 1945. She attended 
school at Thalberg, and took her grades 11 and 12 at 
the Beausejour Collegiate. She then went on to train 
at the St. Boniface Hospital School of Nursing, but 
due to illness had to quit. Sharon had known Allan 
Witzke, a Beausejour boy, for quite some time. On 
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April 16, 1966, Sharon Antymis and Allan Witzke 
were married at the Holy Ghost Church in Beause
jour. Sharon and Allan have three children, Scott, 
Shawn and Nicole. Allan is a supervisor for a 
construction company in Alberta. 

Eugene was born on April 13, 1949. He 
attended school in Beausejour, and was known at the 
Collegiate as "Smiley". After graduation from grade 
12 he went on to the University of Winnipeg. Eugene 
had known Jennifer since she also lived in Beause
jour and graduated the same time he did. Eugene 
Antymis and Jennifer Sanders were married on July 
26, 1975 at st. Joseph's Church in Winnipeg. They 
have a daughter, Megan Jane. Eugene is a commercial 
credit officer with the Toronto Dominion Bank in 
Winnipeg. Jennifer is a teacher. 

Theresa was born on July 30, 1950. She 
attended school in Beausejour, and after graduating 
from grade 12 went to train at the St. Boniface 
Hospital School of Nursing. Theresa met Peter Kozak 
while attending school at the Beausejour Collegiate. 
Theresa Antymis and Peter Kozak were married on 
June 19, 1971 at the Holy Ghost Church in Beausejour. 
They have two girls, Erin and Lindsay. Theresa is a 
registered nurse. Peter is a chartered accountant and 
has his own business in Richmond, B.C. 

Neil, the youngest in the family, was two years 
old when his parents moved to Beausejour. He 
attended school in Beausejour, and after graduating 
from grade 12 went on to Red River Community 
College in Winnipeg. On June 25, 1981, Neil graduated 
from a course in Business Administration. 

After they moved to Beausejour, Stephen found 
a job in Pinawa working on construction. Three years 
later he was hired at the Canadian Forces Station in 
Beausejour. Here he worked on maintenance, and at 
the Water Treatment Plant, until his retirement in 
February, 1981. 

Pearl still is a cantor for the Holy Ghost Church 
in Beausejour, and Sts. Peter and Paul Church in 
Thalberg. She loves writing poems and songs for a 
hobby. She also finds time to care for her house 
flowers and plants. Stephen is still a farmer at heart. 
Even though his land has been rented for quite a few 
years, he loves going out to see it. There he looks for 
odd jobs that should be done and comes home tired 
but happy. 

By: Pearl Antymis. 



William A. Black Family History 

William Alexander Black was born in Ireland, 
on April II, 1876. He came to Canada in the early 
1900's and moved to the Beausejour area. He married 
Gertrude Shaw and settled on the homestead now 
known as Black's Corner. Mr. Black bought a grocery 
store and with his wife's help ran a very good 
business. In 1909 Mrs. Black died. Mr. Black then 
married Frances Winnifred Shaw who had been born 
in Beausejour on March 21, 1892. 

Mr. Black died in 1954. Frances Winnifred 
married Ernest Howland in 1960. Mrs. Howland is 
still living in Vancouver at the age of 89. 

Frances and William Black with three sons, left to right: Frank, 
Harry and Bob (1916). 

The William A. Black family (1931). Left to right - front row: 
William A. Winnifred, Anne and Bob. Back row: Harry, 
Frances Winnifred, W. Frank and Gervase. 

Mr. Black and his first wife had one son, Harry 
Joseph Tarlton Shaw Black, born on November 25, 
1908. With his second wife he had four sons and 
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three daughters. They were: William Frances, born 
May 14, 1914; Robert Edward, born October 18,1916; 
Gervase Edmund, born in October of 1918; Winnifred 
Eileen, born in September of 1923; Anne Elizabeth, 
born in March of 1920; as well Wilfred and Josie, both 
died in infancy. 

Harry married Stella Miller and worked for his 
own transfer company in partnership with Bill Bethel. 
Harry and Stella had six children, all of whom now 
live in the city of Vancouver. 

William Frances "Frank" Black married Clare 
Irene Minion on October 28, 1936 in Colville, Wash
ington. Mr. and Mrs. Black moved to Beausejour in 
1941. The Blacks have five children - three sons and 
two daughters. They are: Larry Minion, William 
Frances, Gordon Shaw, Elaine Mary and Marlene 
Joyce. Frank Black is a man of many talents; he has 
worked at jobs such as: smelterman, farmer, diamond 
driller and miner. 

Robert Edward Black married Evelyne Owsian
ski on June 16, 1937in Trail, British Columbia. They 
have three children and six grandchildren. Robert is 
the only one of Frank's brothers who is still living. 

Gervase Edmund married Dorothy Borrowman, 
the daughter of Elta Larson. Gervase and Dorothy 
have two children and eight grandchildren. Gervase 
was killed in September of 1943 while serving in the 
Second World War. 

Winnifred married James Johnson in the year 
1949. They had one child, Sharon Frances, born on 
July 2, 1950. Sharon Frances married a Mr. Stone and 
they have one child, Sara Amber. Winnie died in 
January of 1952. 

James Johnson married Anne Elizabeth, after 
the death of Winnifred. Anne and James had one 
child, William James, who was married in June of 
1981. Anne still lives in Duncan, British Columbia. 

Frank Black is the only member of the William 
Alexander Black family residing in this area. His first 
son, Larry Minion, was born on June 17, 1937, in 
Trail, British Columbia. Larry married Daphne Anne 
Lillies on June 27, 1957. They had three children: 
Larry Leslie, Leslie Larry and Frances "Charlie" 
Minion. All of the boys are married, and both Leslie 
and Charlie each have one daughter. 

William Frances (Bill) was born on March 26, 
1939 in Rossland, British Columbia. Bill married 
Margaret Norma Otto on June 10, 1960. They have 
three children: Kelvin, Reginold and Charlene. All 
thr€le children still live in Beausejour. Bill retains the 
land that is known as Black's Corner. Bill is known as 
the area's sheep farmer, with a stock of approximately 
285 adult sheep and 150 lambs of various types. They 
also have about 50 goats. 



Lucek Family History 

Harry Lucek was born in the Western Ukraine, 
in the Village of Beloezlote. He was a farmer. In 1870, 
at the age of 16, Harry married Mary Lucyk in the 
Town of Borchivoke. Borchivoke was a farming 
community about the size of Beausejour. Harry and 
Mary had six children: Ann, Peter, Caroline, John, 
Yankin and Alexander. 

Ann married Chic and lived on a farm in the 
village of Beloezlote. They had one child named Carol. 
Peter, the second oldest child, married Pearl and they 
also lived in Beloezlote. They had one girl named 
Mary. The third child, Caroline, married Harry and 
lived in Beloezlote as well. They had three children: 
Ann, Pearl and Carol. Both John and Yankin were 
drafted into the Russian army. They were both killed 
in their early 20's. 

Alexander,. the youngest of the six children, 
stayed at home and worked on the farm. He worked 
day and night on the farm for three years. After 
working seven days a week for three years he was 
finally able to buy a ticket to Canada. 

In 1902 a farming accident took the life of Harry 
Lucek at the age of 40. Mary Lucek died at the age of 
75 in 1931. 

After his father's death, Alexander Lucek left 
his family behind and headed for Canada. He left the 
Ukraine because it was over-populated and he wanted 
to own more land and have a better life. Weeks later 
he landed in Halifax. Alexander caught a train to 
Winnipeg. After two years Alexander left Winnipeg to 
go to North Dakota and find a better job. He worked 
for a period of time on a potato farm near Fargo. 

On his way back to Winnipeg, Alex met up with 
the Mlodjinski family from the Cook's Creek area. He 
began seeing Jessey Mlodjinski and in 1913 they were 
married at Cook's Creek. Jessey had been born in 
Poland in 1892 and came to Cook's Creek in 1895. 

Carol Dwolinski and Alexander & Jessey Mlodjinski. 
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When in Winnipeg, Alex tried the restaurant 
business, along with several friends. The business 
failed. He then went out to the rural area, but because 
he didn't have any money he couldn't buy any land. 
He started working in the Garson Quarries. While he 
was employed in Garson, Mary and Alex lived in a 
company house. They later bought a parcel of land 
and started to build a house, but the house burned 
down before it had been completed. They then had to 
build another house. At this time Alex was working as 
stone cutter in the Quarry and also farming. As time 
passed, Alex and Mary bought more and more land 
around Tyndall. Alex quit his job at the Quarry to 
become a full-time farmer. 

Alexander and Jessey had eight children: Mike, 
John, Peter, Mary, Anne, Sophie, Kay and Eva. As the 
sons grew up they helped out on the farm. 

Mike married Emily Howard and they now live 
in AnoIa. John married Mary Wasnyk and they reside 
in Tyndall. Peter married Barbara Swalukail.d they 
live in Hamilton. Mary married Mike Lashyn and they 
reside in Hamilton. Anne married Paul Mozel. Anne 
has since died. Sophie married Art Schynal and they 
live in st. Catharines. Kay married Mike Kisiloski and 
they live in Tyndall. Eva married John Wasynuk and 
they live in St. Catherines. 

John and Mary, along with their son, Donnie, 
now run the farm. In 1978 Alexander died at the age 
of 92, and Jessey died in 1978 at the age of 87. 

By: John Lucek. 

Eva, Sophie, Annie (part of her head is hidden), Mary, Mike, 
John, Pete, Jessie (standing next to chair), Alexander (sitting). 



Bodnarchuk Family History 

Panko and Barbara Bodnarchuk, along with 
their four children, Cornelius, Netty, Anne and Mary, 
arrived in Cook's Creek in 1900 from the Ukraine. 

Cornelius, born in 1887, married Katharine 
Tepilo, who was born in 1892, in 1910. They lived in 
Cook's Creek until 1921. They then came to Tyndall 
with their four sons, John, Nick, Michael and Steve. 
There were extremely old buildings on the land. They 
farmed for a living and also kept farm animals. They 
lived in the old log house for several years and in 1929 
they built a new house. 

Netty and Mary, along with their families, 
settled in Cook's Creek. Anne settled in Winnipeg 
with her family. 

While in Tyndall, Cornelius and Katharine had 
two more sons, Roy and Ronald. In 1930 they bought 
another 1 S6 acres in the area. Their neighbours 
included the Roths and Chercoes. 

In 1932 Panko and Barbara came to Tyndall. 
They stayed in Tyndall until their deaths. Barbara 
died in 1937 and Panko died in 1940. 

Cornelius and Katharine lived most of their 
lives in Tyndall. In 1970 they moved to a nursing 
home in Winnipeg. In 1971 they celebrated their 61 st 
anniversary. Katharine died there in 1973. Cornelius 
is now 9S and still lives in a nursing home in 
Winnipeg. 

Cornelius and Katharine Bodnarchuk on their wedding day in 
1910. 
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John married Margaret Gordon. They live in 
Winnipeg. John and Margaret have five children: 
Jean, Carol, David, Margaret and Arthur. 

Nick married Mary Domanski. They live in 
Tyndall. Nick and Mary have one son, Allan. Allan 
married Sandra Tolosko and they have two children, 
Leanne and Cory. They also live in Tyndall. 

Michael married Olga Batynchuk. They reside 
in Tyndall. They have three children: Marsha, 
Michael and Philip (Scottie). Marsha married Allan 
Vernon and they have two children, Trina and Troy. 
They reside outside of Tyndall. , 

Steve married Vera prychun. They are in 
Winnipeg. They have two children, Steven and 
Donald. 

Roy married Helen Domanski. They have one 
child, Neil, and they reside in Minneapolis. 

Ronald married Marie Zinnick. They have two 
children, Byron and Kevin. They reside in Vancouver. 

By: Michael and Olga Bodnarchuk. 

Cornelius and Katharine on their 61st wedding anniversary. 

,.' 



Thorarinson Family History 

Arni August Thorarinson was the first home
steader in the Bright Star area of Walkleyburg. 

Ami Thorarinson and his wife. Johanna Sigurdsson. 
and their children. Rosie. Freddie and Hullie. came to 
"New Iceland" and settled at Husavik. 

Arni and Johanna Thorarinson. 

On August 11. 1892. a son. Arni August. was 
born and two years later. on February 13. 1894. a 
daughter. Laura Johanna arrived. 

The Thorarinsons were raising cattle. but found 
it very difficult at Husavik. Arni Sr. and his brother. 
Sigurdur. loaded up their families. belongings. and 
livestock on flatboats and headed south on the Red 
River. Arni Sr. settled at East Selkirk. His brother went 
on to start a dairy in St. James. Manitoba. 

Arni Jr .. or "Gusty" as he was known. was an 
adventurous lad and was gifted with the ability of 
learning new languages easily. Besides his native 
Icelandic. he could speak Swedish. Polish. Ukrainian. 
German. Bohemian. Czech and Cree Indian. as well as 
English. As a result of his talent he was called upon to 
be an interpreter for many people and he became an 
aid to the Roman Catholic priests in their efforts to 
contact the settlers east of the Red River. He 
transported the priests to Libau and Scanterbury by 
sleigh in winter and by two wheeled carts over trails in 
summer. 

In 1909 Arni and his sister. Laura. were the first 
permanent settlers to homestead at Walkleyburg. 
They built the first one and a half storey frame house 
on the northwest corner of section 11 ~14-6 east. 

On December 18. 1927 Arni married Anna 
Carlson. She was the daughter of John Carlson and 
his wife Regina Martensen. 

Anna was born on July 21. 1909. She went to 
school in Tyndall. completing grade six. When she 
was nine years old she worked for Mrs. Elizabeth 
Little at the old Tyndall Hotel. cleaning and scrubbing 
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floors. At 12 she was doing housework in Winnipeg as 
a maid on Victor Street. Pay was 10 dollars per 
month with no time off. When Anna was about IS she 
was employed on a farm at Portage la Prairie. where 
her wages were IS dollars per month. All the money 
was sent home to her parents. 

When Gus and Anna had been married for 
about three years. Gus decided to build his own 
home. So he moved to the northwest corner and built 
a one and a half storey log house. which remained 
until 1964. He later moved a large two storey house 
from around Lac Du Bonnet onto the old foundation. 

In the late 1920's Arni and his friends used to do 
custom threshing. They travelled as far as Holland. 
Manitoba. and to Pense and Regina. Saskatchewan. 

Arni was very fond of hunting and fishing. In 
the early days it was a necessity for food and in later 
years as recreation. 

In the early days one had to try various ways to 
make a living. Winters often found him out in the 
bush like most of the other neighbours. cutting wood 
to make into lumber or selling it for pulp. 

Mixed farming was the way of life at Walk1eyburg. 
The Thorarinsons raised sheep for a few years. (Dogs 
sometimes killed them.) Shearing. washing. carding. 
spinning and knitting woolen mitts. socks. scarves 
and even underwear was done by Anna. She also 
made all the clothing for the children from old 
clothes. The only time new material was bought was 
for new dresses for everyone at Christmas. Easter and 
the beginning of school each year. These clothes 
were usually made without a pattern - just a glance at 
the old Eaton's catalogue. 

Gus was on the Bright Star School Board for 32 
years. He was one of the trustees when the local 
board took over from the Official Trustee. and he was 
on the board when the school closed after 48 years of 
operation. 

Gus and Anna (seated) Thorarinson and their five children. 
Left to right: Julia, Mabel, Gus, Arni, Eileen and Laura. 



Gus was a self-taught butcher. He was remark
ably skilled at healing sick animals. He never refused 
a call regardless of time of day (or night) to try to heal 
or save a sick cow or horse. His payment was a drink 
of "cheers" and a grateful thank you. 

For a number of years Gus operated a road 
grader for the Municipalities of Brokenhead, st. 
Clements, Victoria Beach and Lac Du Bonnet. 

Life was not always easy during the "Dirty 
Thirties" for Anna and Gus. In 1934 while "scuffling" 
potatoes a sudden storm arose. Gus hurried to the 

. barb wire gate and while opening it, was struck with a 
bolt of lightning. His neighbour and friend, Steve 
Boyko, drove him to Selkirk Hospital. Dr. Ross looked 
after him. It took four months to recuperate while his 
wife kept the farm operating. After this accident, he 
always slept soundly through electrical storms, 
while everyone else was petrified. 

Gus had one of the first Model Ts in the area. 
Gus and Anna belong to the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in Selkirk. They also have five children: 
Mabel, Eileen, Laura, Arnie and Julia. 

Mabel married Ray Elcombe. They have three 
children: Beverly, who married Richard Muzyk; James 
and Linda. Eileen married Mike Zarvie. They have 
five children: Debra; Dennis, who married Cathy 
Williamson; twins Marianne and Maureen; and Sharon. 
Laura married Richard Armstrong. They have four 
children: Darlene, Richard, Neil and Dwayne. Arnie 
married Pauline Sawchuk. They have two children, 
Janice, who married Torn Hemminger, and Bradley. 
Julia married and had a daughter, Arleigh. 

As well as the 15 grandchildren, Gus and Anna 
had three great-grandchildren: Keri-Ann and Sheryl
Kristy Muzyk and Sharleen Zarvie. 

. Gus is remembered by his loved ones for his 
~entertaining - singing (western, old time' favourites 

as well as foreign songs), story telling and playing the 
harmonica, 

He drove his own car until he was 80 years old 
and was alert and able to walk unassisted until a heart 
attack claimed his life on Easter, April 15, 1974. 
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His son Arnie still operates the homestead that 
he claimed in 1909. 

Anna also had many accomplishments. She 
was a 4-H Leader for seven years. She canned meat 
and fish before the era of electricity and fridges. 
When unexpected company arrived, she could always 
prepare a delicious full course meal on the spur of the 
moment. 

Anna's dream was to be a teacher and she 
inspired three of her daughters to that goal. Eileen 
taught at Barnwall, near Ashern. Laura taught at 
White Poplar, Lilydale, North Thalberg, Garson, Tyndall, 
Greenwich and Hazel Glen. Julie taught at Red Deer, 
North Thalberg, Bright Stone, Lac Du Bonnet and 
Thompson. 

By: Laura Armstrong, 

Anna Thorarinson (great-grandmother), Mabel Elcombe 
(grandmother), Beverly Muzyk (mother), and Kerri Ann 
Muzyk. 



Cyncora Family History 

Nicholas Cyncora was born in Poland. Nicholas 
married Kathleen and they had three children -
John, Mike and Nick. 

John was born in Poland in 1887. 
Mike was born in Poland in September of 1900. 

He farmed in the Cloverleaf area and married Francis. 
Mike and Francis are presently retired and residing on 
Park Avenue in Beausejour. 

Nick Cyncora was born on February 20, 1907. 
In 1908 he came to Canada from Poland. His father 
farmed in the Hazelridge area where Nick attended 
school. On October 14, 1928 he married Tini Sawchuk. 
They moved to Cloverleaf where they farmed until 
their retirement in 1972. They moved to Beausejour 
and lived on Dale Avenue. Upon his wife's death, 
Nick moved to Armstrong Manor, where he 
presently resides. 

Nick and Tini had four children who were 
raised on the farm and went to school in Cloverleaf -
Peter, Sophie, Larry and Wally. 

Peter was born in Cloverleaf in September of 
1929. He married Adeline Bialek. Upon their 
marriage they moved to Winnipeg. They now live in 
Transcona, where he is employed by the City of 
Winnipeg. Peter and Adeline have three children: 
Brian, Sheryl and Nick. 

Sophie was born in Cloverleaf on April 24, 1933. 
As a young girl, Sophie worked as a waitress. She 
married Ray Watsko and they have three children: 
Miles, Debbie and Randy. They presently reside in 
Dugald. 

Larry Cyncora was born in November of 1928. 
On May 14, 1960 he married Alice Stankewich. When 
Larry married Alice they moved to Beausejour and 
lived on Pine Avenue. Larry is employed with the 
C.P.R Alice works at the Beausejour Hospital. They 
now live on Watson Avenue in Beausejour. They have 
two children, Bradley and Dana, who both attend the 
Edward Schreyer School in Beausejour. Larry has 
played baseball with many teams in Beausejour. 

Wally was born on May 25, 1943 in Cloverleaf. 
Wally has worked in construction since 1959. He was 
employed with Watsko Construction. On August 7, 
1965 he married Marlene Litke. They lived in 
Beausejour on Gertrude Avenue. They then moved to 
Second Street, where they now live. Presently Wally 
is employed with the RM. of Brokenhead. They have 
three children: Rick, Jayson and Heather. Wally has 
played a lot of baseball in the Beausejour area. 

By: Marlene Cyncora. 

Paul Trapp Family History 

Paul Trapp married a Mrs. Patzer. Her family 
has lived in this area for many years. Both Mr. and 
Mrs. Trapp are Canadian born. Mr. Trapp had five 
brothers and two sisters. Mrs. Trapp had four 
brothers and five sisters. The Trapps were business 
people in the community from 1938 until 1965. 
Before 1938 they were farmers in the area. They have 
two daughters, both of whom are married and living in 
other parts of Canada. 

Winny married Corporal Gerry Schlader of the 
RC.M.P., and is presently living in Ottawa. They have 
a daughter, Karen, and a son, Glen. 

Clara married Bruno Zirk, who is employed as 
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an agrologist. They live in Lockport and have three 
children: Curtis, Lori Lynn and Debin. 

While in Beausejour the Trapps were well
known and friends to everyone. Mr. Trapp was very 
interested in politics and at one pOint ran for Council. 
Mrs. Trapp was a member of the Lutheran Church 
organization throughout her life, and taught Sunday 
school for 12 years. She was also a member of the 
choir. 

Upon selling their store, the Trapps moved to 
Winnipeg, where they have been living for the past 13 
years. 

By: Paul Trapp. 



Gabel Family History 

The Gabel family. Henry and Christina. left 
Austria in May of 1898. with their seven children. 
They were Lizzie. Barbara. William. Wilhelmina. 
John. Caroline and AdelIa. Also with them came Mr. 
Gabel's parents. Jacob and Catherine Gabel, and their 
bachelor brother. Joe. There was no luxury liner to 
take them to their destination. so they travelled by 
an old freighter. 

During their voyage measles broke out and the 
whole family became sick except Joe. He prepared 
extra meals for the family and generally nursed them 
back to health. Nearing Halifax the measles broke out 
again. This meant that instead of docking in Halifax 
they were taken to an island. and kept there under 
quarantine for three more weeks. At the end of this 
period they were able to proceed by train to Winnipeg. 

Upon arrival in Winnipeg the family was left 
with some relatives while Henry Gabel went to 
Saskatchewan where he had heard there was good 
farm land available. Upon 'looking over the land he 
decided that he did not like the place and returned to 
Winnipeg. In Winnipeg he was told of a farm which 
was for sale in Ladywood. 45 miles to the northeast. 
He went there. looked the farm over. and bought the 
160 acres for five dollars per acre. 

The land was not yet broken. but it did have 
several log buildings on it. For the present. at least. 
the famly would have a roof over their heads. 
Drinking water was available from a well dug on the 
land. There was also a school near by. The school 
building was new. as it replaced one which was 
burned two years before (1897) during the big prairie 
and bush fire. Prospects for their future looked good 
so he moved his family from Winnipeg. They 
travelled to Beausejour by train. and in town with the 
help of the Keitzer family. they were able to arrange 
the purchase of a team of horses. a wagon. and other 
essentials. and began their trip to Ladywood. 

The trip to their new home was anything but 
comfortable. Roads were mere trails with logs in some 
places. but mostly mud. Having had a rain a short 
while before. the horses had more than they could 
handle to make the nine miles to Ladywood. It was 
not a pleasant introduction to their new home. 

Life in Ladywood was very hard. Consequently 
the whole family had to do what they could in order to 
survive. Even the grandparents in their 70's worked 
alongside the younger members of the family. 
Needless to say. they all felt quite homesick for their 
comfortable home they had left in Austria. Time and 
hard work took its toll and Grandmother died. Shortly 
afterwards Grandfather Jacob also died. They were 
buried on the banks of the Brokenhead River six miles 
from Ladywood. 
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Henry and Christina had three more sons in 
Ladywood. They were. Henry Jr .. Joe and Jack. Henry 
Gabel Sr. wished to do something more than run a 
farm. He realized that a general store was greatly 
needed in the area. He therefore put up a building 
along the highway (now =#= 12) and started his business. 
He handled everything from groceries to clothing. 
hardware and general farming equipment. It was 
more of a barter business as there was no money to be 
had. He therefore traded his merchandise for cord
wood. livestock. poultry. butter. eggs and blueberries. 
All of these he shipped to Winnipeg. When the 

.Ladywood post office was established. he became its 
postmaster. helping augment the family income. 

Originally the Ladywood and Brokenhead districts 
were settled by Anglo-Saxons. The name "Ladywood" 
was the name of a place in England where some of 
these English settlers came from However. upon the 
arrival of people from Central Europe into the Lady
wood area. one by one the English settlers sold their 
farms to the newcomers and moved to Beausejour 
and opened up the various businesses usually found 
in a small village. The European newcomers were 
mostly of Polish. Ukrainian and Czech descent. with 
some German people from the Bekersdorf colony in 
Austria. They were all either Roman Catholics or 
Ukrainian Catholics. 

There were no Lutherans in Ladywood except 
the Gabels. so they met with the Keitzer family and 
others to hold worship in private homes. 

In those days weddings were celebrated in the 
old country fashion. with the whole community 
taking part. and a wedding usually lasted for two to 
three days. depending on the supply of eats and 
refreshments. Music was supplied by the then 
popular Czech musician by the name of Kunish. He 
had an orchestra made up of his son and two 
grandsons. The music was very beautiful, and to this 
day many of the dances are played by some of the 
local musicians. 

The Gabel children grew up and left home. 
Soine of the boys went to Saskatchewan to take up 
homesteads; some went to Winnipeg to school; the 
girls married off. taking up residence in Saskatchewan 
and British Columbia. Henry Jr. and John stayed 
home. John farmed and Henry took over the family 
business. Henry married Mary Sternat from Lady
wood in 1931. They have two girls, Constance and 
Grace. 

A country store in the early days was more than 
just a place to do your shopping. It was a community 
centre where people gathered not only to trade. but 
also to meet their neighbours and discuss their 
problems. joys and sorrows. It was also the place 



Henry and Mary Gabel in front of their store in Ladywood 
(1960). 

where budding politicians received their first taste of 
politics. It was the place where local, provincial and 
world affairs were discussed and "solved". 

With the death of Henry Gabel, his widow. 
Mary. discontinued the business and sold out, thus 
ending an era of fond memories. The old building is 
now an Art Studio run by Len Anthony. 

By: Mrs. Mary Gabel. 

Jaworski Family History 

In 1913 Frances Rogal arrived in Halifax from 
Poland. The C.P.R. took her through Montreal 
straight to Tyndall. Her sisters, Maria and Antonia, 
came with her. They lived with their sister and her 
husband, Pietra and Martin Pichnicki, for a while. 
Frances and Antonia worked as live in help at 
Johnsons', who ran the post office in Garson. Mary 
found a job in Winnipeg. 

MichaelJaworski came to Canada around 1910. 
He and his friends arrived on the S.S.Michigan. 
Michael and some of his friends worked on the Trans
Canada Railway. 

Frances later worked in Winnipeg. where she 
met and married Michael Jaworski in 1916 at the Holy 
Ghost Polish Church. After marriage. Michael worked 
in the ironworks and Manitoba Bridge. 

When the big General Strike happened in 
Winnipeg in 1919. after the First World War. Michael 
and Frances left Winnipeg and bought eighty acres 
one mile north and three-quarters of a mile east of 
Tyndall. With two of the eighty acres cultivated. they 
paid twenty dollars an acre. They eventually cleared 
fifty-five acres of land. 
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Two children were born to them when they 
resided in the city. Eleanor and Mary. 

On their Tyndall farm there was an old two room 
log house in which they lived. They had bought the 
property from John Procek. There was an old barn 
there and they builttwo granaries. Later they built a 
new log house. They hauled the logs from Bright
stone. They farmed for a living. They also shipped 
out cream to the C.P.R. for a little cash and they sold 
eggs. 

When they needed a household item they went 
to Goldstein's Store, later Wawryshyn's. The chil
dren walked to the old Tyndall Schoot of which 
Michael was a trustee for several years. The family 
attended St. Michael's Church in Cooks Creek and 
St. Mary's in Beausejour. 

Along with Eleanor and Mary. the Jaworskis 
had five more children: Joseph. Apolonia (Pearl). 
Tadeus (Ted). Genevieve and Teresa. 

Joseph has since passed away. but his wife. 
Frances. and daughter. Mary. still reside in Tyndall. 

By: Mary Jaworski. 
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Pidwinski Family History 

Roman Pidwinski immigrated to Canada from 
Austria in 1904, bringing with him his wife, Mary, 
three step-children, Alec, Tessie and Barbara 
Herman, and two small daughters, Annie and 
Katherine, who was only six weeks old at the time. 
After six weeks at sea, a voyage during which they 
encountered ice-bergs, they continued by train and 
oxen to the Brokenhead district and settled with Mrs. 
Pidwinski's sister and family, Mr. and Mrs. Tom 
Sabada, who lived along the Brokenhead River about 
12 miles north of Beausejour, and who had arrived 
four years prior. Shortly after they moved about one 
mile south to a 40 acre homestead. The youngest of 
the family, Nellie, was born here. 

Back row: Annie, Nellie and Katherine. Front row: Barbara, 
mother Mary Pidwinski and Tessie. (1937). 

The family built a two-room house of logs, 
plastered with clay and white-washed inside and out. 
The flooring was of rough boards. The chimney was a 
large pipe. The ceiling was of rough boards as well. 
The walls were white-washed with lime. Home-made 
wooden beds had home-made mattresses of jute, 
filled with straw. The cookstove was made from cast 
iron and pots, brought from Europe, were cast iron as 
well. Coal oil lamps were used for lighting. 

A log building which housed cows, oxen and pigs 
all in one area, was chinked with clay and chopped hay. 
Land was cleared by hand with oxen pulling out the 
stumps. Grain was cut with a scythe and tied with its 
own straw. The first steam engine in the district 
appeared in 1908. 
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The family grew its own vegetables and dried 
peas and beans for winter use. Hemp was grown for 
oil and the stocks were used to make ropes for tying 
cattle. Homemade linen was made from flax and 
hemp and used to make bedcovers and jackets. 
Sheep wool was carded to make sweaters, mitts and 
socks. Eggs and chickens were traded to pedlars in 
exchange for used clothing and shoes. 

It was 12 miles to the nearest store. There you 
could exchange eggs for sugar, rice and matches. 
Flour was milled at home and wheat roasted to make 
coffee. The children gathered wild plums, high bush 
cranberries, raspberries and hazel nuts. 

In winter the men cut cordwood and hauled it 
to Libau to the train. Two days of hard labour brought 
$2.25 for a cord of wood, which was used to buybasic 
necessities. 

Mrs. Mary Pidwinski served as a mid-wife for 
the whole district, and brought many new babies into 
this world as attested to by many of the birth 
registrations of that era. The nearest hospital and 
doctor was 60 miles away. Stomach disorders were 
treated with camomile tea, cough medicine made 
from yarrow, and common plantain used in poultices. 

The Free Press Prairie Farmer arrived by mail 
once a week, and the first Eaton's catalogue, in 1910, 
made it possible to buy fabric for clothing. 

In 1917, John Tymko owned the first car in the 
community. 

At Christmas the family travelled over dirt roads 
in a home-made wagon pulled by oxen to visit 
relatives. Dinner consisted of whole wheat with 
poppy seeds, sweetened with honey, cabbage rolls, 
headcheese and prune busters. Carols were sung for 
the rest of the evening and often someone played the 
violin. There was no liquor, although some people 
made blueberry wine. 

In June, 1920, Roman Pidwinski died, leaving 
Mrs. Pidwinski to bring up the two youngest daughters 
on her own. 

Alec Herman left home first, settling in Julius, 
Manitoba with his wife, Nellie. He died in an 
accidental shooting in 1922, leaving Nellie with six 
children. 

Barbara married Paul Beally, and settled in 
Brokenhead where they ran a general store and Mr. 
Beally was postmaster. 

Mr. Beally also served as Councillor of the R.M. 
of Brokenhead. The Beallys had eight children: Peter, 
John, Anne, Mary, Mike, Harry, Bernard, Lawrence 
and Evelyn. In 1950 the Paul Beallys moved to 
Detroit, Michigan where most of their children already 
were. 

Tessie married Anthony Bilan, settled in Broken
head and raised two children, Michael and Eleanor. 



Eleanor taught school at Brokenhead for a number of 
years before moving to Winnipeg. 

Annie married Steve Beally, Paul's brother, and 
they raised five sons: Ernest, John, Harry, Ben and 
Raymond. 

Katherine married Nicholas Krawchuk in 1924. 
They settled on the original Pidwinski homestead in 
Brokenhead. They had seven children: Mildred, 

Alice, Lawrence, Shirley and Doreen and two boys 
who died in infancy. 

Nellie married George Tait in 1932, lived in 
Winnipeg, and raised three sons: Gerald, Kenneth 
and Bill. 

By: Edna Kozyra 
as related by K.Krawchuk. 

William Trapp Family History 

William Trapp Sr. was born in Kreis, Rommils
burg, Pomerania, Germany. In 1870 he went to Russia 
and settled in the Province of Wohynien. William 
came to Canada alone in 1891, to earn enough money 
to bring his wife and children, who were left in 
Germany, over. In 1894 he brought his family to 
Canada. In 1895 his son William Jr. was born. The 
Trapps settled in the Brokenhead area on a farm that 
they purchased from Charlie Maddin. 

There were a couple of log buildings, one being 
used as a house and the other as a barn. The water 
had to be carried from the river, since no well had 
been dug. No farming was done for several years as 
the land was not yet cleared, except for a piece for the 
family garden. In order to get enough money to feed 
the family, William Trapp Sr. took harvesting jobs in 
the Rosenfeld and other Mennonite districts. In a few 
years he was able to save enough money to buy a team 
of horses. Year by year he broke more land in order to 
grow some grain for his own use. Coming from one of 
his harvesting jobs, he bought a cow in Altona and 
walked it back to Brokenhead - about 100 miles. 

It was not always convenient or possible to buy 
groceries. They used a coffee grinder to crush barley 
into porridge. The nearest place to buy flour was 
Beausejour, but since there were no roads, they 
travelled on Indian trails. This was so difficult that 
three neighbours would each take a turn to bring one 
bag of flour, which they would split three ways. At a 
later time farmers took their wheat to a grist mill in 
Oakbank to make flour. 

The Trapp's neighbours were: Rudolph Kurbis, 
Mike Fraelich, August Bauschke, Steve Hlady, Wasyl 
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Krawchuk, Kyrylo Tymchuk and Nicholas Stecyk. 
These people mostly immigrated from Russia and 
Austria. 

Some of the families walked from Winnipeg to 
Brokenhead to reach their homesteads. This took 
three of four days. Mr. T ra pp St. remembers that on 
one occasion, as they neared the Trapp home, a big 
windstorm came up and blew the roof off their cabin. 
That meant sleeping in the barn until a new roof could 
be built. 

To supplement their living they hunted deer, 
rabbits and partridge. They also did a lot of fishing in 
the Brokenhead River. Mrs. Trapp made the children's 
clothing. She spun her own yarn from which she 
made socks and mitts. Settlers cut cordwood during 
the winter which they hauled to Beausejour and 
traded for groceries. Some of the yard goods were 
purchased from Jewish peddlers who travelled from 
farm to farm. 

There was no Lutheran Church in Brokenhead. 
Services were conducted in the Greenwald School. At 
one time Rudolph Kurbis conducted services since 
no ministers were available. They received many 
weekly newspapers which were printed in German. 
They were: Der Nordwesten, The Courier and The 
Walking Postman. 

The Trapp family always took an active part in 
community affairs. One of the older boys, Albert F. 
served as Reeve of Brokenhead for several years and 
was later M.L.A. for the St. Clements Constituency. 
Later his son Archie served in the same capacities. 
Rudolf is the only original Trapp still living. Rudolf, 
now 87 years of age, lives near Selkirk. 



Stanley Smolinski Family History 

Stanley Smolinski is the son of Michael Smolinski 
and Mary Wychstra, both of whom were born in 
Poland in the 1880's. Michael was of Polish origin, 
and Mary was Ukrainian. They were Roman and 
Ukrainian Catholics. 

Michael and Mary came to the Beausejour
Brokenhead area in the early 1900's. They were 
married after their arrival in Canada. They had five 
sons: Frank, Stanley, Bill, Charlie and Peter; and a 
daughter, Mary. Stanley was born in 1914 in the 
Ladywood district. 

The Smolinskis homesteaded in Ladywood on 
160 acres of land. Their land was originally covered in 
bush, and like many other pioneers, they had to work 
very hard to clear it. Michael and Mary owned oxen in 
the early years, but much of the clearing had to be 
done by manual labour. 

Michael and Mary could not read or write. 
Michael, however, was a strong believer in the virtues 
of education, and he helped to form the first "White 
Poplar School District". 

Michael and Mary Smolinski. 
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As was the case with many Slavic and Germanic 
immigrants, the Smolinskis had to work at various 
jobs to obtain extra money. Michael worked as a 
railway labourer and for other farmers. Mary worked 
as a housemaid in Winnipeg for $8.00 per month. 

On one occasion, shortly after his marriage, 
Michael decided to go to the United States to obtain 
work. Mary was desperately lonely on their home
stead. She was alone and frightened in the harsh and 
strange wilderness. There was no mail service, and 
they could not read or write, in any event. Finally, 
after an absence of 11 weeks, Michael returned to 
Mary, who was on the verge of despair. This kind of 
human suffering was typical among the Ukrainian, 
Polish and German settlers at the turn of the century. 

Michael had two brothers who also came to 
Canada. John farmed in the Ladywood area. Peter 
obtained a farm near Riverton, Manitoba. John and 
Peter both raised families. 

Stanley Smolinski, the son of Michael and 
Mary, grew up on his parent's farm. Stanley married 
Thelma Varnes, the daughter of Harry Varnes and 
Maude Dudgeon, both of whom were born in Ontario 
in the 1890's. Thelma Varnes is of English origin. 

Stanley and Thelma have a daughter called 
Kathy. Kathy attends the Edward Schreyer School, 
and she is also a ringette player. Stanley has 
developed a keen interest in the ringette team, and 
spends a great deal of time helping to organize and 
transport the players. Stanley and Thelma have 
retired from the farm, and now devote their energies 
t<;>wards volunteer work in the community. 

By: Michael Czuboka 



Mulla Family History 

Paul Michael Mulla came to Canada in 1907. at 
the age of 21, to escape the poverty that was prevalent 
in Poland. He was born in Hucia Rozoniecka. 
Lubaczow. Poland. on April 6. 1886. His sister Evelyn 
followed him so that she too could escape poverty. 
She settled in North Chicago. 

Paul first came to Glenella. Manitoba. His 
major problem after he arrived was that he did not 
know the language - he only knew how to farm. He 
later moved to Cook's Creek. where he married Maria 
Angela Zolondek. in 1920. 

Mary Zolondek was born on April 5. 1904 at 
Cook's Creek. Manitoba. Her parents came to Canada 
in about 1903. She attended school in Cook's Creek 
for about three years. 

Paul and Mary Mulla lived in Highland Glen for 
a number of years. They bought a farm just west of 
Tyndall in 1937 and moved. with their family. onto 
that farm in 1938. They moved to Tyndall in 1954. 

Paul and Mary MuIIa (1956). 

Mary and Paul had eight children: John. 
Frances. Henry. Joseph. Albert. Paul, Edward and 
Gladys. 

The eldest child was John Michael Mulla. who 
was born in 1921. He married Victoria Niznik. They 
also had eight children: Victoria Ann. born in 1944. 
died in 1944; John Ernest. born in 1945; Allan Edgar. 
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born in 1947; Norbert Leo. born in 1949. died in 1954; 
Josephine Eva. born in 1953; Joseph Anton. born in 
1956; Susan Jane. born in 1958; and Elsie Eleanor. 
born in 1960. John and Victoria now live in Tyndall. 

Frances Florence Mulla was born in 1922. She 
married Albert Carlson. her next door neighbour. She 
had three children: Robert John Paul Carlson. born in 
1946; Albert Frederick Carlson. born in 1955; and 
Barbara Frances Ann Carlson. born in 1955. Frances 
Carlson died in May of 1980. Albert still lives in 
Garson. 

Henry Edward Mulla was born in 1924. He 
married Wilma Schmale and they have five children: 
Gregory David. born in 1940; Dennis George. born in 
1951. died in 1955; Patricia Mary. born in 1953; 
Marlene Dorothy. born in 1954; and Dorene Faye. 
born in 1957. Henry and Wilma live in Winnipeg. 

Joseph Thomas Mulla was born in 1926. He is 
employed as a bus driver for the Agassiz School 
Division and he also farms on the Mulla farm west of 
Tyndall. He married Darlene Schmale. Wilma's sister. 
They have two children: Ronald Joseph. born in 1968 
and Charlene Gail. born in 1970. 

Albert Leo Mulla. a mechanic. was born in 
1929. He married Barbara Ironside. They have three 
children: Donna Lynn. born in 1962; Cynthia Dawn. 
born in 1964; and Karen Claine. born in 1968. Albert 
and Barbara live in Winnipeg. 

Paul Stanley Mulla was born in 1932. He 
married Shirley Park. They have three children: Paul 
Matthew. born in 1959; Donald Mark. born in 1963; 
and Michael Luke. born in 1968. They now live in 
Tyndall. 

Edward Peter Mulla was born in 1934. He 
married Shirley Cumming. They have two children: 
Leanne Catherine. born in 1964 and Kevin Walter 
born in 1968. Ed and Shirley live in Tyndall. 

Gladys Lillian Mulla was born in 1938. She 
married Ernest Nikel. They had two children: Rhonda 
Ruth Nikel, born in 1959 and Charles Ernest born in 
1961. Ernest Nikel died in 1962. She later married 
Arthur Gessie and they have two children: Arthur 
Trevor. born in 1970 and Kyle Christopher. born in 
1972. 

Paul Mulla died in 1967 and Mary now lives in 
Selkirk. 

By: Leanne M ulla. 



Joseph and Mary Urbanski Family History 

The late Joseph Urbanski was the son of John 
Urbanski and Katherine Ilchena. His wife. Mary 
Urbanski. was the daughter of Stephan Kizlyk and 
Katherine Gouge. Joseph Urbanski's family came 
from Belzec. Poland. Mary Urbanski's family came 
from Chortkiw. Brody. Western Ukraine. 

Stephen Kizlyk and his wife were married in 
1918 in the Western Ukraine. Mr. Kizlyk came to 
Canada in 1932. leaving his wife and children in the 
old country. He arrived in Telford. Ontario. where his 
brother Peter was working on the railroad as a C.P.R. 
sectionman. Stephan also obtained a job with the 
C.P.R. In 1937 Mr. Kizlyk brought his wife and 
children to Canada. Their children were: William. 
Mary and Raymond. William now lives in Winnipeg. 
Raymond in Toronto. and Mary in Beausejour. 

Mary married Joseph Urbanski, a farmer in the 
Cromwell district. They farmed a 100 acre farm of 
their own. and also rented an 80 acre piece. To 
augment their income Joe also worked in the bush 
cutting lumber. He did this for a number of winters. 
For eight and a half years before he died he worked for 
Atomic Energy of Canada in Pinawa. 

Joe Urbanski logging in Bird River. 
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Joe and Mary had three children. Grace 
married Vern Decterow of Winnipeg. They have no 
children. Grace is employed by the Freshwater 
Institute for the Government of Canada. as a secretary. 
Her husband. Vern. is employed by MacDon Industries 
of St. James. 

Joe and Mary Urbanski. 

Joe and Mary's children: Grace, Richard and Ronald. 

Their two sons Richard and Ronald work for 
Enviricon Eastern. Mississauga. Ontario. Richard is a 
plant manager. and Ronald is in Marketing and 
Technical Services. 

Richard is married to Charlotte Kinred. They 
have two children. John Paul and William James. 
Ronald is not married. 

Joseph died in 1974. His widow. Mary. lives in 
Beausejour. She is employed by the East Gate Lodge 
Personal Care Home as a Culinary Supervisor. 



John Semenko Family History 

John Semenko was born in Austria in the year 
1868. In 1897 he came to Canada and worked for two 
years in a Winnipeg bakery. In 1899 he returned to 
Austria and in 1901 returned with his family to 
Canada. Coming with him to Canada were his wife, 
Allana (nee Kulbaba), and their four children: 
Nicholas aged seven; Minnie aged five; and twin 
boys, Alex and Stephen aged one. 

John and Allana Semenko. Taken in 1933. 

Also coming to Canada with them were John's 
sister Catherine, and her husband Nicolas Panas; 
Allana's parents Fredrick and Justina Kulbaba; her 
two brothers Marko and Maxim; and her infant sister 
Theodora or "Fanny". 

On their arrival to Canada they came to the 
Sand Hill District and settled in an abandoned saw 
mill camp-house that was located one mile west of the 
Sand Hill school site. Each member set out to clear 
their own land and build their homes. 

John Semenko settled Y2 mile south of the 
Sand Hill school site and raised his family there. John 
was one of the founders and builders of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church in Sand Hill. He also served as a 
school trustee for some time. John passed away in 
1938. 
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In the late 1940's Allana moved to a house that 
was built for her on the yard of her daughter Anne 
Bisko, where she resided until her death in 1964. 

John and Allana Semenko raised ten children: 
Nicholas, Minnie, Stephen, Alex, Anne, Marie, Pearl, 
Mike, Tina and Ellie. 

Nicholas Semenko married Nellie Griskie of 
Cook's Creek. They settled in Sand Hill where they 
farmed and operated a grocery store and post office. 
They had four sons: David, Eddie, Jack and Larry; and 
three daughters: Irene, Elaine and Diane. Nicholas 
passed away in 1948. 

Minnie married Peter Moskalyk and lived in 
Winnipeg, California and Beausejour until her death 
in 1979. They had one son, Johnny. 

Stephen and Alex, the twin boys, passed away at 
young ages in the years 1920 and 1922. 

Anne married Theodore Bisko and lived on their 
farm in Sand Hill until her death in 1967. They had 
one daughter, Joyce, and two sons, Garry and Robert. 

Marie married Herbert Robertson. They live in 
Winnipeg and have one daughter, Pamela, and one 
son, Herbert. 

Pearl married Harold Roades and lived in 
California until her death in 1974. They have one son, 
David. 

Mike Semenko married Edna Prusky and resided 
in Winnipeg and later in Toronto until his death in 
1964. They had one son, Kenneth. 

Tina married Bill Nimchuk of Hazelridge. She 
taught school in the district and later in California 
until her retirement lately. She resides in California. 
They have one son, Clifford, and one daughter, Pat. 

Ellie married Sam Stachursky. They live in 
Winnipeg. EI is a gifted oil painter specializing in 
religious paintings. Many of her works can be seen in 
Ukrainian Orthodox and Ukrainian Catholic churches 
throughout Western Canada. They have no children. 



Gustav Jauster Family History 

Gustav Jausterwas born in Wolinyan. Russia in 
1889. His wife Hanna was born in the same place in 
1897. Gustav served seven years in the Medical Corps 
in the Russian Army prior to his marriage. Gustav and 
Hanna were married on September 8. 1908 in Wolinyan. 
Russia. Shortly after their marriage they left for 
Germany. In Germany both Gustav and his wife 
worked for five years for a wealthy land owner. 

Gustav and Hanna Jauster. 

In 1923. with the help of an uncle. Gottlieb 
Rohloff. Gustav and Hanna were able to leave Germany 
and come to Canada. Upon arrival in Golden Bay they 
worked for a year for Fred Reihl. one of the prosperous 
farmers in the area. During harvest in 1924 Gustav. 
with many other young men, went harvesting in 
Western Manitoba. while his wife Hanna remained in 
Golden Bay. 
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In 1926 Gustav and Martha German and their 
son. Irwin. arrived from the old country and made 
their home with the Jausters. A sister. Emily German 
and Rudolf German also arrived. All of the new 
arrivals lived with the Jausters until they were able to 
get their own place. 

In the fall of 1924 Gustav bought a small farm 
from Leonard Dalke. where they made their home. 
They did well on the Dalke farm. and in 1927 they 
rented a farm from Leopold Budner two miles east of 
Beausejour. on the south side of the C.P.R. track. 
Gustav and Hanna moved there. In 1928 their 
daughter Irene was born. In 1930 they moved back to 
Golden Bay. and in 1934 they bought a quarter section 
of swamp land a mile and a half north of the present 
Highway 44. 

Since his farming operation was not large 
enough to support a family and make headway. 
Gustav cut firewood which he hauled to Beausejour 
where he sold it to the townspeople. In 1940 another 
quarter section of swamp land was purchased in the 
same locality north of Highway 44. Financially things 
were looking up for Gustav and Hanna Jauster. and in 
1946 they bought the Juenke farm. It was owned by 
August and Roy Juenke. The Jausters now had 520 
acre of land. of which 260 acres were under cultivation. 

In the fall of 1950 Gustav Jauster died. His 
widow Hanna sold the farm to her daughter Irene 
Szatkowski and her husband Albert. Mrs. Jauster died 
in 1975. 

Irene and Albert Szatkowski have four children. 
They are: daughter Darlene. and sons Earl. Howard 
and Larry. Larry married Brenda Jasten. They have 
one daughter and one son. 



Lucas Oneschuk Family History 

Lucas Oneschuk was born in Brody, Austria, in 
1863. He grew up on a seven acre farm and eventually 
married Barbara Mysky. They had six children of 
which four died in childhood. Two surviving daughters, 
Nellie and Annie, immigrated with them to Canada in 
1904. They purchased 80 acres of "tax sale" land 
which was all bush at the time, in Ladywood, 10 
miles north of Beausejour on Highway 12, 24-14-7, 
for the price of $7.49. Lucas purchased two oxen 
and began clearing the land and building a home
stead. He made a living on the farm and by cutting 
cordwood in the bush. Lucas and Barbara had two 
more children, a son and a daughter, William and 
Mary. He traded the oxen for horses, and in 1912 he 
bought a binder which is still in working condition 
today and is on display atthe Broken-Beau Museum 
in Beausejour. 

Daughter Nellie married John Holigroski and 
settled in Ladywood. Annie married Mike Basarbowich 
and settled in Brokenhead and later .in Winnipeg. 
Mary married George Basarbowich and settled in 
Peace River, Alberta. 

Barbara Oneschuk died in 1928 at the age of 68. 
Lucas remarried and left the farm to his son William 
and settled in Pine Ridge until his death in 1934 at the 
age of 71. 

William Oneschuk was born in Ladywood on 
June 28, 1905. He attended Ladywood School and 
took over his father's farm in 1928. He married Eva 
Lysak on June 10, 1928. In 1929 they moved to 
Hamilton, Ontario, where Bill worked in the foundry 
until they returned to their farm in 1931. They had 
two children, a son Waldemar (Wally) and a daughter 
Bernice. Bernice married Jim Kazina and settled in 
Winnipeg. 

Besides farming, Bill was self-employed as a 
carpenter from 1931 to 1948 and then went into 

building bridges until 1961. From 1961 until his 
retirement in 1975 he was employed as foreman for 
the Manitoba Government Department of Mines and 
Natural Resources. 

Bill and Eva sold their farm in 1972 and moved 
to 340 Park Avenue, Beausejour, where they still 
reside today. 

Bill is an active member of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church and was instrumental in the con
struction of St. Dymetrius Church at Ladywood. He is 
now a member of the Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Beausejour. 

Wally Oneschuk was born in Ladywood on 
April 2, 1933. He was educated in the Ladywood 
School and then became an apprentice as an electrician. 
He married Phyllis Ottenbreit on June 9, 1956 and 
settled in Winnipeg, employed with Bubbs Electric 
and then Active Electric. They had one son, Bruce, 
born in 1958. Wally started his own electrical 
business as Wally's Electric in 1961 and moved to 725 
Ashton Avenue, Beausejour, in 11965. He incorporated 
the business in 1971 and is presently manager and 
president of Wally's Electric Ltd. in Beausejour. 

Bruce Oneschuk was born in Winnipeg on 
February II, 1958. He attended Maple Leaf School in 
North Kildonan for two years and moved to Beausejour 
in 1965 with his parents. He graduated from Beause
jour Senior School (Edward Schreyer School) in 1976. 
He attended the University of Manitoba for one year 
and in July of 1977 he started his apprenticeship as 
electrical technician with Manitoba Hydro. He 
successfully completed his apprenticeship and is 
presently employed with Manitoba Hydro, Eastern 
Region, Selkirk, Manitoba. 

By: P. Oneschuk. 

Oneschuk family 
Wally, Phyllis, Jim, Bernice, William, Eva and Bruce. Taken in 1978. 
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Schiller Family History 

The history of my ancestors begins in Gruec, 
Kalisz, Poland. This was the district in which my 
grandfather, Edward Schiller, was born on April 16, 
1885. Edward was one of six children born to 
Christian and Christine (nee Janott) Schiller. The 
other children's names were Paul, George, Gottlieb, 
Emilia and Alma. 

Christian and Christine's children all attended a 
school, but I do not know for how many years. An 
average school week was from Monday to Saturday 
with religious studies on Wednesday and Saturday. 
When the children went to confirmation classes they 
were not taught by the minister but by someone else. 
However, the minister did give the confirmation 
examination, which often consisted of topics not 
ta ught to them by the students' confirmation teacher. 
Thus, there was a high failure rate which meant a 
repetition of another year. My grandfather, Edward, 
passed on the story of a girl who committed suicide 
because she kept failing her confirmation exams. She 
probably felt the great pressure of schooling which 
was much more strict than it is now. It apparently 
created her desire to kill herself by jumping in the 
river. 

When Edward became of age (21), he served 
three years in the army, which was compulsory for all 
men. After this he began to work for a living. One of 
the jobs he obtained was working in a brick yard in 
Germany. He worked there for a period of 12 months. 
The reason for this is that law stated that anyone 
could stay in Germany for a year, after this time period 
you would have to leave or become a German citizen. 

As time passed the children of Christian and 
Christine grew up to begin families of their own. 
News of a possible World War began to spread 
throughout Europe, and many countries started to 
train their men for it. Offers of better land to be found 
in North America attracted many Europeans to the 
new country. Along with these new settlers was my 
grandfqther and his wife. 

In 1910, Edward married Christine Maier, and 
in January of 1913 they immigrated to North America. 
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Edward, who was the first in his family to come to 
North America, left from Hamburg, Germany on a 
ship which was part of the Hamburg-Amerika Linie 
(Hamburg-American Lines). Together with his wife 
he docked in New York and from there took a train to 
Canada. When entering North America, Christine's 
maiden name changed from the German spelling 
"Maier" to the English "Meyer". 

Edward and Christine Schiller on their wedding day. 1910. 

Edward's sisters, Emilia and Alma married two 
Hoffman brothers and moved somewhere within 
Russian territory. Gottlieb, Edward's younger brother, 
married and after World War II was living in Dussel
dorf, Germany with his family. Meanwhile, Paul and 
George moved to the United States. 

Christian and Christine Schiller made several 
moves throughout Europe in their lifetime in order to 
find better living conditions. They both died during 
the First World War and were buried in Russia. 

>". 



Maier Family History 

Christine Maier was born on December 7. 1882 
in Neu Dorosin near Lutzt, Russia. Her parents 
Ludwig and Julianna Maier had five other children: 
Emilia. Gustav. Wilhelm. Herman and Gottfried. 

Gustav Maier married Eva Kupske and moved to 
Brazil in the postwar years. They had five children: 
William. Gladys. Harry and two others I do not know 
the names of. 

Herman Maier married Alvina Block and moved 
to Brazil in 1908. Due to Portugese spelling the name 
Maier changed to Mayer. Herman and Alvina had 
eight children: Hugo Mayer, born in 1914, married 
Hilda Mundstock; Martha Mayer, born 1913, 
married Louisa Puckal; Eda Barbara Mayer, born 
1909, married August Miller; Alfred Mayer, born 
1916, married Ella Puckal (sister to Louisa); Bruno 
Mayer, born 1920, married Gisela Graff; Guil
herme Mayer, born 1921, married Gertrude Klaus; 
and Helmut Mayer, born 1923, married Inge Ott. 

Wilhelm Maier married Maria Schroeder and 
they had two children: Maria and Elsa. Wilhelm and 
his family stayed in Europe. located in an area under 
Russian control. While in this area. Wilhelm was a 
guard for the Czar of Russia. However. when comm
unists overtook this area. Wilhelm and Maria were 
sent to Siberia where they contracted typhoid fever 
and died. 

Gottfried Maier also stayed in Europe. however 
much is not known about him. 

Emilia Maier married Gustav Schultz. They 
stayed in Europe and had six children: Ida. Molly. 
Albertina. Mathilda. Emil and another daughter. Ida 
Schultz married Kaspar Zeitler and after several 
moves they settled in Winnipeg. Manitoba. Molly 
Schultz married Fred Stebbe. They have one daughter 
and now reside in Vancouver. B.C. Albertina married 
Henry Klingbeil in Manitoba and settled in Kelowna. 
B.C. 

Emilia and Gustav moved from their original 
place of residence during World War I to Germany. 
After the war. Gustav and one of his daughters (whose 
name is not known) went back to claim their land. but 
never arrived there and were never heard of again. 
During the war Emil Schultz was sent to fight the 
Russians, and died as a soldier or prisoner of war. 
Emil had been married and had one son named 
Gerhard. A few years following the war Emilia took 
Gerhard and Molly and moved to Canada. They 
stayed at Edward Schiller's until they decided to move 
to B. C. Following this Emilia moved back to Manitoba 
and resided in the Beausejour-Winnipeg area until 
her death in 1969. Mathilda married and lives in 
Brazil. 

Christine Maier married Edward Schiller in 
1910 and immigrated to Canada in 1913. Christine. 
along with Edward. was the first of her family to come 
to North America. They settled in Manitoba in the 
district of Green Bay. 

Herman Bush Family History 

Our father. Herman Bush. was born in the 
Muskoka District. of Ontario in 1877. He came to 
Manitoba in 1898. He then met our mother. Rachel 
Williamson. She had come from Scotland in 1882. 
They were married in 1906 in Headingley. Here they 
settled and raised a family. They had three children. 
Celia. Fern and Herman. 

They went by horse and wagon to stake a claim 
at Verlo. Saskatchewan. My mother stayed in Sask
atchewan while my father returned to Manitoba. He 
bought a piece of land in St. Ouens. My mother came 
back in 1912. and they rented the John Larson house. 
While in Saskatchewan. Lyle was born. 

In St. Ouens. Herman started a dairy farm. In 
1917 he bought a Chevy touring car from a Dr. Bissett. 
who was the agent. 

In the fall of 1918. he sold the farm to Frank 
Przednowek and then bought the Fawcett home
stead two miles east of the Town of Beausejour. 
While living here, Edith and Jean were born. 

In 1943 my mother and father retired from 
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farming and moved to Beausejour. Lyle bought and 
built on the Dugard land. and Clarence remained on 
the homestead. 

Rachel Bush. our mother. died in 1956. and 
Herman Bush Sr. died in 1957. 

In 1960 Clarence started a golf course. and it is 
now a beautiful and challenging course. He married 
Eleanor Laurie. Eleanor is the granddaughter of D. 
Fawcett. the man who Herman originally bought the 
homestead from. Besides the golf course they built 
about 70 cabins along the river. 

The years have been good for our family and all 
of the nine children are still living: Mrs. Fern 
Merriman of Hawaii; Ms. Hattie Bush of Beausejour; 
Mrs. Celia Kirkhope of Kelowna, B.C.; Mr. Herman 
Bush. also of Kelowna; Mrs. Jean Cunningham of 
Winnipeg; Mr. Lyle Bush. Mr. Clarence Bush Sr .. Mr. 
Alec Bush. and Mrs. Edith Demarco. all of Beausejour. 

By: Celia Margaret Kirkhope 
and Hattie Bush. 



Schiller-Maier Family History 

After arnvmg in Canada in 1913 by ship, 
Edward and Christine Schiller settled in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. During the years that they resided in 
Winnipeg, Edward worked digging sewers for the city. 
Meanwhile, Christine worked at the Bemis Bag Factory. 
Some time later, Christine acquired a job working in 
Beausejour in the first Howland Hotel. She lived in 
the hotel until the closing of the glass factory. During 
this time Edward was still working in Winnipeg. 

In the following years Edward purchased the 
land of Section 22, Township 13, Range 8; previously 
owned by the Reckseidler family. This land was 
purchased in the district of Green Bay, Manitoba 
because of its situation near the Brokenhead River. 
Edward and Christine lived with the Dienegott Reck
seidler family while Edward cleared their own land 
and cut logs for their house. Edward would have to 
walk an approximate two miles every day in order to 
work on his land. 

On November 2, 19i4 Gottlieb Schiller was 
born to Christine and Edward. The following spring 
Edward and his family moved into their new home, 
and started their new roots in a rural farming community. 
In the first years on their new homestead they seeded 
crops by hand and harvested it with a scythe, then 
tied it by hand with straw. When they started farming 
they had no horses so if they could not get a ride to 
Beausejour with a neighbour, they would walk the 
distance in order to get their groceries. Since Edward 
had no horses he would clear the land for his 
neighbour and in exchange for this the neighbour 
would break the land for him. 

By 1925 the Edward Schiller family had five 
more members - William, born 1916; Rudolph, born 
1918; Elsie, born 1920; Adolph, born 1922; and Alma, 
born 1925. Since the family had grown so much it 
became harder to make ends meet. Therefore, in 
order to acquire the extra cash needed, Edward would 
travel to Saskatchewan during the harvest seasons in 
the early 1920's. Here he would work in the fields. 
One place of employment was found in Kronau, 
Weyburn and Yellowgrass. While Edward was away, 
Christine looked after the children and kept the farm 
going. 

Every third Sunday the whole family would 
venture out to st. Paul's Lutheran Church in Green 
Bay. Until the days of the horse and buggy this 
distance would be walked. During their childhood 
the Schiller children attended the first Green Bay 
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School (still standing opposite St. Paul's Lutheran 
Church, but remodeled as a house). Most of the 
children of the area attended school until grade 5. 
After this the children would work on their parent's 
farm. 

In 1937 Alma, the youngest of the children, 
contracted polio and spent 10 years in the Winnipeg 
Children's Hospital. As a result she is permanently 
paralyzed from the waist down. She acquired a job at 
a college in Weyburn, Saskatchewan, and is now 
retired. 

Gottlieb Schiller married Elgean Klym in 1937 
and they lived in the District of Green Oak, where they 
farmed. They have three grown children and presently 
live in Beausejour, Manitoba. Gottlieb is now retired, 
but still owns his farmland in Green Oak. 

William Schiller married Elsie Fuerst in 1955. 
William bought some land in the Green Oak district 
where he farmed until his move to the Green Bay 
district in the early sixties. Here he farmed until his 
accidental death in 1975. William and Elsie had nine 
children, half of whom still live in Green Bay with 
their -mother. 

Adolph Schiller married Sylvia Klym (sister to 
Elgean). They moved to Sudbury, Ontario and started 
their family of four children. Adolph worked in the 
Sudbury mines until his accidental death there in 
1966. After several years Sylvia married Victor 
Meleanon. All of the children are grown and some 
have families of their own. 

Elsie Schiller married Ed Yeske in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. After several moves Ed and Elsie settled in 
Kamloops, B. C. There he worked for the city until his 
retirement. They have two children with their own 
families. 

Rudolph Schiller married Helene Otto in 1953. 
They lived on the original farmland of Edward's until 
their move to Beausejour in 1965. Rudolph and 
William (his brother) were drafted for military training 
before the end of the Second World War. William 
underwent three months of training before the war 
ended and Rudolph underwent a few weeks. Their 
brother, Adolph, volunteered service and was sent 
overseas before the end of the war. 

In 1965 Edward Schiller died at Bethania Nursing 
Home, Middle Church, Manitoba. He was predeceased 
by Christine in 1952, who died suddenly in Green Bay, 
Manitoba. 



Otto Family History 

On July 2, 1878 Friedrich Otto was born to 
Wilhelm and Henrietta Otto, in Shobrin, Volhynien. 
He became the first in his family to come to North 
America. In later years Wilhelm and Henrietta Otto 
along with their three other children followed Friedrich 
to Canada. 

Henrietta and Wilhelm Otto. 

Friedrich settled in the district of Thalberg, 
Manitoba. Here he met Emilia Trapp, whom he 
married. Together they had two children. In 1904 
Emilia died and Friedrich remarried on November 14, 
1904. 
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Friedrich and Pauline Otto. 

Friedrich married Pauline Stubel. Pauline was 
born in Rowne, Volhynien to Timoteus and Mathilda 
Stubel. Pauline must have come to Canada by herself 
since her parents died in Europe. Friedrich and 
Pauline had nine children plus the two from Friedrich's 
first marriage. The children from the first marriage 
were Edith, born 1903, and Herman, born 1901, both 
of whom married. Friedrich and Pauline's children 
were: Reinhold, born 1907; John, born 1909; Bertha, 
born 1911 and died 1914 of diptheria; Emeline, born 
1912; Albert, born 1915 and died 1916 of whooping 
cough; Anna, born 1917; Martha, born 1919; Helene, 
born 1922; and Alfred, born 1925. 

All of Friedrich's children grew up in the district 
of Thalberg, Manitoba, and all have families of their 
own. Friedrich and Pauline died in 1965; Friedrich 
died at age 87 and Pauline died at age 80. 



Schiller-Otto Family History 

After their marriage in 1953, Rudolph and 
Helene Schiller farmed on the original Schiller farm
land in Green Bay. In 1954 twins were born to 
Rudolph and Helene, but they died a few days after 
birth. In 1955 Louisa Christina was born; in 1957 
Richard Frederick; in 1959 Bernard Edward; in 1960 
Marianne Pauline; in 1961 Albertina (stillborn); in 
1964 Verna Ruth; and in 1968 Holly Jean. 

Louisa and Richard attended the third Green 
Bay School until the family moved to Beausejour. In 
1965 Rudolph sold the land to Mr. E. Schewe. The 
first house that Edward Schiller built on the land had 
been moved and partly remodeled by Edward. This 
house and the farm buildings still stand on Mr. 
Schewe's land. 

Schiller family 
Back: Louisa, Bernard, Richard. Front: Verna, Holly, 
Marianne. 
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When Rudolph and his family moved to Beause
jour, Rudolph received a job with a construction firm 
in Pinawa. From 1961 to 1969 Rudolph worked for 
three different construction companies in the Pinawa 
area. He presently works for Taubensee Construction 
in Winnipeg and the surrounding areas. In 1970 he 
received his job from Taubensee while they were 
working on the new addition to the Senior High 
School in Beausejour. During the twelve years that 
Rudolph and his family lived in the Green Bay district, 
Rudolph worked for Western Peat and farmed. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rudy Schiller. 



August Selch Family History 

Christian Selch was born in 1832, and his wife 
Wilhelmiena was born in 1848. Christian and his son, 
August (born in 1875) immigrated to Canada from 
W olhynien, Poland. They settled in Winnipeg where 
they saved enough money to bring Wilhelmiena and 
three sisters to Canada. The three sisters were: 
Pauline (Mrs. August Freund), Mary (Mrs. Gottlieb 
Freund) and Theophia (Mrs. Julius Sommerfeld). 

Christian Selch passed away on March 6, 1928 
and Wilhelmiena on September 5, 1923. Both are 
buried in the Beausejour Cemetery. 

In 1896 August Selch took a homestead in 
Green Bay. His parents and three sisters came along 
with him. 

In 1900 he married Amalia Weise. Amalia had 
arrived from Europe and met August in Winnipeg. 
August and Amalia had seven sons and three daughters: 
William, Alvina, Hilda, Leo, Edward, Arthur, Thelma, 
Fred and Albert. One son died in infancy. 

Mr. and Mrs. August Selch. 

Their homestead was a dense forest, but with 
the help of a team of oxen and a lot of hard labour 
they cleared the land. In 1917 the Selch family moved 
to another farm, which is now on the corner of 
Highway 12 and 44, east of Beausejour. Up to today 
this corner is known as "Selch's Corner". 
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In 1928 August Selch started the dairy business. 
Initially all milk was placed into eight gallon cans. 
These had to be hauled to the railway station to be 
shipped to Winnipeg. By 1935 the milk was picked up 
and shipped directly to Winnipeg by trucks. 

August Selch was one of the founders of the st. 
Pauls' Lutheran Church in Green Bay in 1898. He was 
also very active in the Municipality of Brokenhead, 
where he served as a councillor for many years. 

August Selch passed away on June 27,1941 and 
his wife on July 14,1972 at the age of89. She lived to 
see her eldest son, William and his wife, Alvina 
celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary in June of 
1972. 

Their two sons, Arthur and Albert continued the 
dairy business. Albert left for Winnipeg in 1945 and 
Arthur took over the dairy. 

Arthur married Dorothy Stebbe. They continued 
the dairy and in 1952, when power came to the 
country, everything was electrified. They sold the 
dairy in 1963 and have now retired in the old farm 
home. They raised a family of seven children: Sandra 
(Phoenix) lives in Comox, B.C.; Ronald lives in Dauphin; 
Eleanor (Parent) lives in Ottawa as does Lorraine 
(Hagborg); Constance (Lindlardsen) lives in Vancouver; 
and Donna (Peluk) lives in Beausejour. Robert is still 
at home, going through his grade 12. Their eight 
grandchildren come to enjoy the family life and the 
large lawn with big oak trees, where they are always 
welcome. 

Mr. and Mrs. August Selch, with Leo, Hilda and Edward. 
Taken in 1910 in Green Bay. 



Victor Galay Family History 

Victor Galay of Brokenhead is another son of 
Theodore and Katherine Galay (see John Galay history). 
While his brother Walter was overseas during World 
War II, Victor farmed the family farm in Red Deer. 
Before settling on a farm in Brokenhead in 1949, he 
farmed in Glenmoor and then Balmoral. 

In 1950, Victor married Ada, the daughter of 
John and Helen Holigrocki of Ladywood. They have 
continued to work the Brokenhead farm, although for 
the past 10 years, Victor has also worked at Pinawa 
and at Versatile Farm Machinery Manufacturing in 
Winnipeg. They bought a house in Winnipeg in 1975 
and spend the winters there. 

Victor and Ada have been active in community 
affairs in Brokenhead. Victor was elected to the 
school board in 1962 and served until it was dissolved 
in 1969 and merged with the Agassiz Division. Ada 
worked with the 4-H when their children were involved. 

The children, Diane and David, were very active 
with 4-H. They received their elementary education 
in Brokenhead and high school in Beausejour. Diane 
married Mark Naaykens of Beausejour in 1979 and 
they live in Winnipeg. Mark is with the Manitoba 
Department of Highways, and Diane works as a flight 
attendant for Air Canada. 

David lives in Winnipeg and is an experimental 
mechanic with Versatile. He worked the family farm 
with his father for a number of summers, and has 
made a venture into housing construction. 

Victor has been retired for several years now, 
but continues to spend his summers in Brokenhead 
as a "gentleman farmer". The entire family, well
known and respected by friends and neighbours, 
maintains a close connection with their home comm
unity. 

Holmstrom Family History 

John and Hilda Holmstrom came to Canada 
from Sweden in the 1890's. They stayed in Winnipeg 
until 1902. John was employed as machinist for the 
C.P.R. while in Winnipeg. In 1902 the Holmstroms 
moved to Henryville (just east of Garson) with their 
three sons, Frank, Albin and Leonard. 

They bought 180 acres of bush. There were no 
roads or drainage and the people would have to walk 
through a foot of mud and water. John bought the 
farm for speculation. He could not farm because he 
had been crippled by rheumatism. John's main 
source of income was derived from repairing watches. 

In 1906 John and Hilda sold their farm, keeping 
four acres, and moved just north of their farm. They 
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built a house there. John and Hilda later sold two 
acres to their neighbours. They lived there for the rest 
of their lives. John died in 1943 and Hilda died in 
1957. 

Frank was killed in action in World War I and 
Leonard died in 1920. 

Albin worked in the paper mills for several 
years before returning to Garson to work for farmers. 
Albin also worked in Winnipeg for the Cordite Co. and 
Canadian Rogers Co. Albin semi-retired in 1960 due 
to poor health. Albin still resides outside of Garson in 
his parents' home. 

By: Albin Holmstrom 



Anderson Family History 

In 1902 Johanne and Emma Skalin. and their 
seven children: Helena. Carrie. Martha. Tillie. Gustav. 
Helmer and Anna. arrived in Garson from Sweden. 
Johanne and Emma bought a piece of property east of 
Garson. where the Smiths now live. The Skalins 
remained in Garson for the rest of their lives. Emma 
died in 1903 and Johanne died in 1932. 

Hjalmar Anderson came to Garson in 1908. 
Along with Hjalmar came his brother. Wilfred. 
Wilfred went back to Sweden and returned to Garson 
with his daughter and nephew. Wilfred later returned 
to Sweden. where he remained. Another brother. 
Oscar. came to Garson in 1926. 

In 1910 Anna Skalin and Hjalmar Anderson 
were married. They bought a piece of property in 
Garson. where their son-in-law. Fred Leiman and 
daughter. Gladdis. now live. Anna and Hjalmar lived 
in Winnipeg for several years. but returned to Garson 
in 1927. Hjalmar and Anna had six children: Elma. 
Hilma and Hildur (twins). Ida. Esther and Gladdis. 

Elma married Albert Malmstrom. They had 
three children: Ralph. Jim and Janet. Albert has since 
passed away. but Elma resides in Ontario. Hilma 
married August Gustafson. They had three children: 
Leonard. Carol and Stuart. August has since passed 
away and Hilma is in Garson. Hildur married Emil 
Gustafson and they have five children: Jacylyn. 
Shirley. Carla. Clifford and Clinton. Hildur and Emil 
live in Garson. Ida married Paul Adolf. They had two 
children: Margaret and Annalee. Paul has since 
passed away. but Ida lives in Winnipeg. Esther 
married Cyril Dineen. They have two children: Barry 
and Lynda. Cyril and Esther are in Ontario. Gladdis 
married Fred Leiman. They have two children: 
Kimberly and Grant. The Leimans reside in Garson 
where Gladdis serves as secretary for the Village of 
Garson. 

Hurrell Family History 

William and Esther Hurrell and their children: 
Harry. Dave. Eva. Hariot. Ethel. Christina. Pearl and 
Hugh came to the district of Sebright in the 1890·s. 
They bought a homestead which consisted of 160 
acres. They farmed there. William died when he was 
in his 40's and Esther then moved to Tyndall. 

Hugh worked in the quarries. Around 1910 
Hugh married Winifred Cook. They bought a farm 
east of Garson. which was known as Henryville. They 
lived in Henryville for the rest of their lives. Hugh and 
Winifred had seven children: Art. Viola. Lome. 
Margaret. Ray. Frances and Gerald. 

Art married Amy Gustafson. They had four 
children: Maxine. Errol. Keith and Marvin. Art 
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resides in Garson. Viola married Harold Ostholm. 
They had one daughter. Millie. Harold resides 
between Garson and Tyndall. Lome married Margie 
Bliss. They had five children: Garth. Lynn. Greg. 
Dwayne and Eddie. Lome and Margie reside in British 
Columbia. Margaret married Harold Olson and they 
live in Saskatchewan. Ray married a Colombe. 
Frances married John Hosko. They have two sons: 
Sidney and Jim. The Hoskos reside in Tyndall. Gerald 
married Ilene Jones. They had four children: Gerry 
Anne. Murray. Kevin and Maureen. Gerald resides 
outside of Tyndall. 

By: Art Hurrell. 
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Steve Kianski Family History 

Steve Kianski is the son of John and Irene 
(Karachok) Kianski. Both of his parents were born in 
the Ukraine. They immigrated to Canada after their 
marriage and raised four children. Mr. and Mrs. John 
Kianski first lived in Emerson before moving to 
Arbakka, Manitoba. John and his wife, Irene, had 
four children: Matt, now deceased; Mrs. Anne 
Moffatt, who passed away in 1979; Mrs. Mary Nyckyforchyn, 
now living in Toronto, Ontario; and Steve, born on 
April 7, 1911, at Arbakka, Manitoba. 

Steve is the only member of the John and Irene 
Kianski family still living in this area. He married 
Helen Kizlik. Helen was born on February 2, 1917, in 
Cromwell, Manitoba. Helen is the daughter of 
Alexander and Anna (Hlady) Kizlik. Alexander and 
Anna were both born in Brody, Galicia and came to 
Canada together. Alexander was born on March 28, 
1882, and Anna was born on July 28, 1889. 

Alexander Kizlik in Austrian Army uniform in 1905. 
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Both the Kianski and Kizlik families are of 
Ukrainian background and both spoke Ukrainian 
upon arrival to Canada. Both families attended the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church. 

Steve and Irene Kianski have two children -
one son and one daughter. Their daughter Bernice is 
married to Roy Duma, and presently lives in Winnipeg. 
Ted, their son, is married to Carol Singbeil and lives in 
Beausejour. Bernice was born on June 10, 1940 and 
Ted was born on June 20, 1951. 

Steve Kianski has been a well-known citizen of 
Beausejour for many reasons. He has served on Town 
Council for 15 years, first being elected in 1958 and 
only missing election once since that date. He was 
the Rawleighs dealer in Beausejour from 1936 until 
1945. In 1945 he rented a store from Harry Rycar. 
When his lease expired in 1950 he opened a hotel in 
Selkirk. He remained there for three years before 
returning to Beausejour. 

Mr. Kianski purchased the Rycar store upon his 
arrival back to Beausejour. He operated it until 1980 
when he sold it to Doug Bergman. 

Mrs. Kianski has been an active member of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church. She was on the U.C.W.L. 
Ladies Club of which she is an honorary member. 



Edward Schmidt Family History 

Edward Schmidt was born on June 18,1881 and 
Philipina Presser was born on June 25, 1889. They 
were both born in a German village in Strembi, Russia 
and they married there. 

Phyllis and Edward arrived in Canada in 1910, 
settling in the Elmwood area of Winnipeg. They came 
to Canada by boat with some of their family; baby 
daughter Kay; Phyllis' sister, Mrs. Augustine Simon, 
her husband, and three children, Pauline, Lizzie and 
Bertha; and also Mrs. Schmidt's mother and brother. 

After working at Reedle's Brewery on Talbot 
Avenue in Winnipeg, the Schmidts with their four 
children: Kay, Lydia, Clementine and Edward, travelled 
to Herbert, Saskatchewan. There they lived for one 
year. Pauline was born in Winnipeg, and then the 
family moved to Beausejour in 1918. They resided at 
the corner of Park and German, and became known to 
their family and friends as "Mummie" and "Tuttie". 

Another six children were then born: Annette, 
William, Martha, Gladys, Elmer and Cora. 

"Tuttie" was the local beekeeper and some of 
the grandchildren remember him saying, "don't make 
noise-the bees are sleeping". 

Edward and Phyllis Schmidt. 

liT uttie" died in October of 1951, and "Mummie" 
later married Samuel Lang of Winnipeg. "Mummie" 
died in March of 1961. 

Phyllis and Edward's oldest child, Kay, married 
Stanley Holicki of the Cromwell area. They spent 
several years in the Beausejour area, and then moved 
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to Clinton, B.C. They had seven children: Claudia, 
Bill, Reggie, Don, Gary, Marilyn and Ron. Claudia 
married Joe Kanaroski of Beausejour. They lived in 
Beausejour for a few years and then moved to Alberta. 
All the other children are in B. C. Stanley died in 1965 
and Kay lives in B.C. 

Their second child, Lydia, married Reg Davis, 
and died in 1932. 

The third child, Clementine, married Pete Brown, 
and she died in 1940. 

Phyllis and Edward's next child, Edward, married 
Ann Buyarski of Beausejour. They are still living in 
the original home on the corner of Park and German. 
Ann and Ed have three children: Elmer, Flora and 
Sandra. Elmer married Edith Dubel in 1956. They 
have two daughters, Cindy and Brenda. Cindy 
married Ray Archer in 1977. They reside in Calgary 
where Ray works for the R.C.M.P. Brenda married 
Dale Laurent, and they also live in Calgary. 

Elmer works as a stores foreman for Atqmic 
Energy of Canada in Pinawa. Edith is the coordinator 
of a federal government outreach project. 

Flora and her three children, Cliff, Grant and 
Donna, live in Winnipeg. 

Ed and Anne's youngest daughter, Sandra, 
married Richard Chorney. Sandra and Richard farm in 
the Tyndall area. They have two sons, Kevin and 
Vincent. 

The fifth child to be born to Phyllis and Edward 
was Pauline. Pauline lived in Toronto and Winnipeg. 
She returned to Beausejour with her two children, 
Robert and Rhoda. Pauline remarried John Telewiak, 
and they reside in Beausejour. Her son Robert is 
married and lives in Winnipeg. He and his wife Peggy 
have two children, Tim and Sandy. Rhoda also lives in 
Winnipeg. 

The sixth child, Annette married Les Bruce of 
Beausejour. Les worked for the highways. They have 
three children: Macolm, Shirley and Heather. They 
later moved to Selkirk where Les works for the steam 
plant. Heather married Phillipe Erhard, and Shirley 
married Gerald Taylor; both of these couples live in 
Winnipeg. Their son Macolm works in Thompson. 

The second son of Edward and Phyllis, William, 
married Pauline Hagel. "Pal" as William was known 
and Pauline settled in Lampman, Saskatchewan. 
They then moved back to Beausejour, and finally 
settled in Kamloops, B. C. They had three children: 
Richard, Brian and Diane. Richard and Diane have 
two sons. Brian and Karen have one daughter, and 
Diane and Allan have one son and one daughter. It is 
interesting to note that so far there are only two great 
grandsons, Richard's sons Jason and Devon, to carry 
on the family name. 

Edward and Phylis's eighth child, Martha, married 



Ed Greening of Lampman. Saskatchewan. They have 
four children: Sharon. Melvin. Rodney and Donna. 
Martha and Ed are presently living in Selkirk. Three of 
Martha and Ed's children live in Saskatchewan and 
the other lives in Winnipeg. 

Gladys. the ninth child of Ed and Phyllis 
married Stuart Thomson of Calgary. They have five 
children: Terry. Kathy. Kenny. Linda and Kim. Gladys 
and Stuart live in Langley, B.C., and their children 
all live in the B.C. area. 

The third son Elmer Harold died as a young boy 
in 1934. 

Phyllis and Edward's last child. Cora. married 

Garth Griffin of Portage la Prairie. After living in 
Winnipeg for a number of years they settled in The 
Pas. They had six children, Chris, Randy, Charleen, 
Rhonpa, Wendy and Jeffrey. Chris and Randy are 
marri/ed and living in the B.C. area, and Charleen is 
married and living in Alberta. The rest of the 
children are still at home. 

Diane Smith Gilbert of B.C. and Sandra Smith 
Chorney of East Selkirk have started plans for a family 
reunion to be held in 1984. At that time Edward and 
Ann Smith will be celebrating their 50th wedding 
anniversary. 

By: Sandra Smith Chorney. 

Emil Lachowski Family History 

Emil Lachowski was born in Podhajce, Poland. 
Emil .. his wife Mary. and her parents. Stanley and 
Kathryn Kaszowski. came to Canada. arriving in 
Beausejour in 1903. 

Emil left Poland for the promised land hoping 
to make a better home for his family - and he did. 

, He bought 160 acres in the Cromwell area of 
undeveloped land. mostly swamp and bush. and 
settled there. 

Their only source of income for many years was 
cordwood. which they cut and hauled to Beausejour. 
With this they bartered for groceries. clothes and 
badly needed farm items. never receiving any cash. 

Emil and Mary had nine children: Eleanor, 
John and Edmund were born in Poland; Emily 
Bernice, Albert, Sue, Adele and Marion were born 
in Canada. 

Eleanor and John made their home in Saskatch
ewan. Edmund lived in Ontario and later retired to 
Olive. B.C. Emily lives in Winnipeg. while Bernice and 
Adele live in Toronto. Sue lives in Cromwell. Marion 
owned the Gateway restaurant in Beausejour for 
many years. Albert. and his son Allan. own and 
operate the family farm. 

There are 23 grandchildren and 15 great grand
children. 

Emil was a great lover of horses. He took pride 
in having some of the finest horses in the district. It 
was important that they had the best care. Emil even 
objected to graveled roads that hurt their feet. 

Emil died in September. 1930. at the age of 59. 
His wife. Mary. died in May. 1975. at the age of 96. 

By: Sue Modjeski. 
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Left to right: John Baker, the late Mr. Bill Schultz, Clara and 
Rose, Alfred Baker, Albert Lachowski, Mr. Marion Lachowski 
who passed away January 15,1967. Marion Lachowski was 
owner of the Gateway Restaurant. When Marion owned the 
restaurant it was called Marion's Cafe. Marion is holding Pat 
Schultz now known as Mrs. Richard Rattai. This was taken 
during a lunch break at threshing time. 
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Joseph Regula Family History 

Joseph Regula and his wife. Annie Englot. came 
to Canada in 1904. They brought with them four 
children. They were sons John and Robert. and 
daughters Katherine and Nellie. All were born in 
Podhajce. Poland. For a while they lived in Cromwell. 
Manitoba. They then moved to Beausejour where 
work was more easily available. 

Mr. Regula was a brick layer and worked on the 
first St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church in Beausejour 
during its construction. He also worked on the 
Beausejour Hotel. This hotel is still standing. There 
was however. no great demand for brick layers in 
Beausejour since most of the buildings were of frame 
construction. so Mr. Regula decided to try farming. 
He bought 80 acres of land three and a half miles 
south of Beausejour. and moved the family there. He 
farmed this land for 15 years. In time he found that 
this farm was not large enough for his growing family. 
so he sold it and moved to a half section of land which 
he bought at Cloverleaf in 1914. 

Mr. Joe Regula. 
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More children were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Regula. They were sons Marion. Albert. Carl and 
Frank. and daughters Petronella and Mary. 

Katherine married Casimir Slivinski of Monominto. 
Manitoba. They had seven children. Nellie married 
Walter Woychuk of Acadia. Alberta. John married 
Mary Pura of Transcona. They farmed two miles north 
of the home place. John and Mary are both deceased. 
They had five children. Robert married Rose Drozda 
of Transcona. They had four children. Robert retired 
to Beausejour and made his home on Turner Street. 
He died in the winter of 1979. Marion married Adele 
Slugocki of Winnipeg. They have three children. 
Marion continued to farm the home place until his 
retirement in 1973. He lives on William Avenue in 
Beausejour. His son Kenneth now farms the home 
place. Albert married Mary Sawchuk of Cloverleaf. 
They had three sons. Albert farmed east of Cloverleaf. 
Both Albert and his wife died in a car-train accident. 
Carl is unmarried and farms in Cloverleaf. Petronella 
married John Lachowski of Hamilton. They have 
three children. Mary married Albert Possia of Lydiatt. 
They have five children. Mary is now widowed and 
resides in East Kildonan. Frank married Frances Pots 
of Edmonton. They have five children. Frank served 
in World War II. They reside in Edmonton. 

Joseph Regula and his family were members of 
st. Mary's Roman Catholic Church. except his son 
John. He was a member of st. Joseph's Polish 
National Church in Beausejour. Both Joseph and his 
son John served on the Cloverleaf School Board for a 
number of years. 

~ 



John Pescitelli Family History 

Grandfather. Michael Pescitelli. was born in 
Sicily in 1887. Grandmother. Mary. was born in 
Toluca. Illinois. U.S.A. in 1893. Grandfather moved to 
Toluca about 1910. His first and only job in America 
was in a coal mine in Toluca. When the mine closed. 
he moved to Canada. arriving in Beausejour. He 
bought 160 acres two miles northeast of Beausejour. 
Together in the farming venture as partners were his 
sons: Dominic. John and Angelo; and daughters: 
Annie. who married William Dugard of Beausejour; 
Amelia. who married Peter DeMarco; and Antonia 
who married Theodore Bartolo. John married Rose 
Del Grossi of Toluca. Illinois. Angelo is unmarried, 
and Dominic was married but is now deceased. 

Michael and Mary Pescitelli. 

William Dugard and his wife Annie Pescitelli. 
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Upon the death of grandfather Michael, his son 
John took over the managing of the farm, and bought 
another 240 acres from Jack Schreyer, one mile south 
of Beausejour. The total acreage of the farm was now 
400 acres. Along with grain farming, the Pescitellis 
ran a daIry. William, one of John's sons, operates the 
240 acres south of Beausejour at present, and still 
ships milk. The land north of Beausejour is farmed by 
John's son Mike. 

John and his wife Rose had 14 children. They 
were Mike, William, Anthony, Lawrence, George, 
Charlie, Henry, John and Fred; and also daughters 
Mary KlingbeIl, Carrie Zygarlicki, Alice Litke, Theresa 
Caranfa and Margaret Dutton. 

John and Rose's sons - back row: George, Mike, John Jr., 
Anthony, Charlie. Front row: Fred, Dad, William. Missing: 
Henry and Lawrence. 

John and Rose's daughters: Carrie, Alice, Theresa and Dad. 
Missing - Mary and Margaret. 

Mike married Margaret Olecka of Molson, William 
married Nellie Mykietowich of North Kildonan, Anthony 
married Mary Gmiterek of Cloverleaf, Lawrence married 
Anita Rougeau of Winnipeg, George married Olive 
Hiebert of Elie. Charlie married Ann Predinchuk of 

,. 
'. 



Winnipeg, Henry married Cecile Hiebert (Olive's 
sister), John married Olga Boros, and Fred married 
Shirley of Grandview. 

John's wife, Rose, died in 1936 and is buried in 
Beausejour. John did not remarry until 1949. He then 
married Anna Bartolo of Italy. John died in 1975; his 
widow Anna lives in the home they established at the 
corner of Third Street and Pescitelli Road. 

The Pescitelli family were members of St. 
Mary's Roman Catholic Church in Beausejour. John's 

brothers and sisters, Mrs. DeMarco and Ann Dugard, 
all live in Peoria, Illinois. 

John's children have all left home and live in 
various parts of Manitoba, with the exception of Mike 
and William, who farm in the Beausejour area. For a 
number of years Mike worked on the railroad for the 
C.P.R. Since his retirement from the railroad he 
devotes his full time to his farm north of Beausejour. 
He lives on the southern outskirts of Beausejour. 

By: Mike Pescitelli. 

Lawrence Hamende Family History 

Lawrence Hamende was born in Makinak, 
Manitoba, and moved to Gladstone with his parents, 
Laurent and Florence, and brother George, during the 
1930's. In July, 1954, he married Helen Moger, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Moger of Gladstone 
(formerly of Mayfeld district). Shortly after, they 
moved to Somerset, Lawrence being transferred with 
the Manitoba Telephone System. They then moved to 
The Pas in 1957 and back to Gladstone in 1958 before 
moving to Beausejour. 

To this family were born Larry, Cheryl and 
Michael, all of whom received their educations in 
Beausejour. Larry attended the University of Manitoba, 
graduating with his Bachelor of Science degree in 
Geological Engineering in 1977. He is now employed 
with Chevron Standard at Fox Creek, Alberta. In 1977 , 
Cheryl married Robert Shaw, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter Shaw, of Beausejour. Cheryl is a nurse's aide 
at Beausejour Hospital. Michael is also at Fox Creek, 
Alberta, employed as a plant attendant with Wapiti 
Oilfield Services. 

667 

Lawrence has served on the Beausejour-Broken
head Memorial Arena Board for many years, during a 
period when renovations were made. A new roof and 
artificial ice were installed in the rink. Lawrence has 
been a past member of the Town Planning. He spent a 
number of years on the executive for Minor Hockey. 
He is presently on the executive for the Intermediate 
Hockey Club. Lawrence assisted with Minor Baseball 
in the 1960's and has been a board member for the 
Beausejour Comets Junior B Hockey Club. 

The Hamende family attend the United Church. 
Helen is an active member of United Church Women 
and is involved in their many activities, along with 
volunteer work at East Gate Personal Care Home and 
Meals on Wheels. 

The Hamendes are very happy to live and work 
with the people of Beausejour and surrounding 
districts. 

By: Helen Hamende. 



Theodore Bisko Family History 

Theodore Bisko was born in the year 1890 near 
the town of Lavoriv near the City of Lviv in The 
Ukraine, to Nickolas and Pearl Bisko. He immigrated 
to Canada in the year of 1914, leaving behind his 
parents, his only brother Sam, and two nephews, Nick 
and John. Upon his arrival in Canada he worked on 
various jobs and mainly on the farm of Martin 
Modrzejewski in Sand Hill. He later worked as a cook 
at the Flin Flon mines for three years. Ted then 
returned to the Sand Hill district, and in the year 1930 
married Anne Semenko, daughter of John Semenko 
and Allana Kulbaba. 

Theodore Bisko (1926): 

Ted and Anne lived with Anne's parents for one 
year then moved to Flin Flon. After spending one year 
in Flin Flon they returned to Sand Hill in 1932, and 
settled on their 50 acre farm located % of a mile east 
of the Sand Hill school site. They tilled their land and 
increased their acreage to 240 acres; this also included 
the Semenko homestead. In 1967 they planned to 
retire in Beausejour. They started to build a house on 
Fourth Street, when a tragic farm accident caused 
Anne to lose her life. Ted Bisko now resides in the 
Twin Maples Senior Citizens' Home in Beausejour. 
Ted and Anne had three children- Joyce, Robert and 
Gary. 

Joyce, after attending school in Sand Hill and 
Beausejour, worked for a number of years in Winnipeg. 
She is now employed at the Agassiz School Board 
office in Beausejour. Joyce married Edward Weselak 
of Ladywood. They have one daughter, Debbie, and 
reside on Oak Avenue in Beausejour. 
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Sitting: Allana Semenko. Front row: Annie Bisko, Theodore 
Bisko, Gary Bisko. Back row: Robert Bisko, Joyce Bisko. 

"Bob", after attending school in Sand Hill and 
Ladywood, worked the family farm for one year. In 
1955 he left for Winnipeg, where he worked servicing 
and tuning pipe organs with Blanchard Brothers. In 
order to get away from the travelling between the 
Lakehead and Alberta, Bob took a course in Architect
ural Drafting through International Correspondence 
Schools. This led to a new career in 1961 as an 
estimator for Kraft Construction of Winnipeg. During 
his eight year stay at Kraft. Bob took additional 
courses to qualify as a Building Estimator, Building 
Inspector and Building Contractor. In 1969 Bob 
decided to venture into his own contracting business, 
and Robisko Construction was formed. Many local 
buildings were built by this firm, such as the Provincial 
Office Building, Post Office, and Agassiz School 
Board Office. In 1979 he subdivided and developed a 
portion of his land in the south end of Beausejour 
into a modern 41 lot residential subdivision with a 
central park. 

Bob married Frances Wazney of Tyndall. They 
have three daughters: Louise, Janice and Corrine. In 
1976 they moved from Winnipeg to Beausejour to 
reside on Bisko Boulevard. Bob "retired" in 1980. He 
spends his time in gardening, fishing, sports and 
travel. 

Gary is the youngest in the family. After leaving 
school, Gary worked on the family farm for a number 
of years. He also worked at Western Peat Moss until 
1969 when he started work at Robisko Construction. 
Here he served his apprenticeship in carpentry. Gary 
is now working in Pinawa as a carpenter. Gary is 
married to Dorothy Krebs of Cloverleaf. They have 
one son, Chad, and one daughter, Kristy. They reside 
on Bisko Boulevard in Beausejour. 

The Bisko farm property is still owned and 
maintained by the family although the land is rented 
out. 



Nicholas Semenko Family History 

Nick Semenko was born in 1894 in Austria to 
John Semenko and Allana Kulbaba. In 1901 the 
Semenko family immigrated to Canada and settled in 
the Sand Hill District. Nicholas worked on his father's 
farm and attended Sand Hill school on a part-time 
basis. He later worked on the Shoal Lake aqueduct to 
Winnipeg. He also served in the army during the last 
year of the First World War. 

Mrs. Allana Semenko and Katherine Panos. 

In 1920 Nicholas married Nellie Gritskie of 
Cook's Creek. They settled in their family farm in 
Sand Hill. Nick served as a school trustee for a 
number of years and postmaster until his death in 
1947. 

A common sight in the 1940's was to see most of 
the young people in the district gather at the Semenko 
place on a winter weekend to skate and play hockey 
on their rink. or to take in a game of black jack on the 
Coca Cola cooler in the store. 

Nellie Semenko operated the Post Office until 
1965 when she sold the farm and moved to Selkirk. 
where she now resides. Nicholas and Nellie had four 
sons: David. Eddie. Jack and Larry; and three 
daughters: Irene. Elaine and Diane. 

David. the eldest. completed school in Lady
wood. joined the army in 1943 and served overseas 
during the war. Upon his return he graduated from 
teachers' college and taught school at Greenwich. 
Melrose. Petersfield and Selkirk. After 25 years David 
retired from teaching and now works at Lower Fort 
Garry. David married Ann Pastushenko of McMunn. 
They have two daughters. Tammara and Rena. and 
live in Selkirk. 
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Edward Semenko passed away while attending 
school at Ladywood at the age of 16. 

Irene. after leaving school. worked in Winnipeg 
and later moved to Toronto. Irene is married to 
Dwayne Beers. They have two daughters. Marlene 
and Peggy. and live in Verona. Wisconsin. 

Elaine worked in Winnipeg and is married to 
Earl Johnson. They have one son. Vance. and one 
daughter. Gail. They presently live in Winnipeg. 

Jack Semenko. after leaving school. worked at 
Pine Falls and later moved to Edmonton where he 
took up plumbing. Upon his return to Winnipeg. Jack 
married Noreen Actim. Jack is employed at Deer 
Lodge Hospital and is now serving as a municipal 
Councillor in East St. Paul. He is also active in 
hockey. They have four sons: David. Brian. Bradley 
and Mark. Their eldest son. David. plays hockey for 
the Edmonton Oilers in the N.H.L. 

Dave Semenko. 

Diane graduated from high school in Winnipeg 
and is now working for Air Canada in Winnipeg. 
Diane is single. 

Larry Semenko. the youngest. graduated from 
high school and joined the Selkirk Mental Hospital as 
a male nurse. He later studied at the University of 
Manitoba and became a psychologist. Larry married 
Sharon McLeod. They have five daughters: Lisa. 
Rhonda. Laurie. Kelly-Anne and Kimberly. They 
reside in Selkirk. 



John Frank Wielgosh Family History 

John Frank Wielgosh and his wife Petronella 
arrived in Canada in 1903. Mr. Wielgosh was born in 
Belzac, Poland, in 1867. His wife was born in 
Brezezin, Poland, in 1872. They were married in 
Belzac in 1888. 

Upon arrival in Halifax, the Wielgoshes journeyed 
west to Beausejour. They were met by Mr. Wojciech 
(Albert) Przednowek, who had settled in the Cromwell 
area. He took them home and the Przednowek and 
Wielgosh families lived together for one year. 

Since land was still available for homesteading, 
Mr. Wielgosh bought a parcel of 160 acres for the fee 
of ten dollars. After receiving the title of his land, he 
sold 80 acres to Mr. Thomas Banash. To the 
newcomers this was an amazing amount of land to 
own as in the old country 10 acres would have been a 
large farm. They farmed the remaining 80 acres for 20 
years, and then sold 40 acres to Thomas Banash, and 
the other 40 acres to Frank Mikolash. 

With the proceeds from this sale, Mr Wielgosh 
bought a quarter section in Cloverleaf from Rudolph 
Pische. His latest farming operation did not prove 
successful. All that was left were the few farm 
implements, which were sold. The Wielgoshes then 
moved to Beausejour where they lived in retirement 
until their deaths. John Frank died in 1932 and 
Petronella in 1945. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wielgosh were members of St. 
Mary's Roman Catholic Church in Beausejour. Mr. 
Wielgosh held office on the Sandhill School Board for 
five years. 

There were eight children in the family, five 
boys and three girls. They were: Peter (now deceased), 
David, Louis, Julius, John, Frances, Bertha and 
Leona. 

David married and is now living in Chicago. He 
is now retired. He worked as a construction foreman. 
Louis is an Industrial Engineer in Toledo, Ohio. 
Julius is married with four children. He works in the 
C.N.R. yards, and they reside in Winnipeg. Frances 
married John Gurnik, and they live in Winnipeg. 
Bertha married Tony Wilgosh and they also live in 
Winnipeg. Leona is retired and lives in Winnipeg. 
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The Wielgosh family 
Louis, Julius, Peter, Mother, Leona, Bertha and father 
Wielgosh. 

John was the only member of the family to stay 
in Beausejour. John married Julia Szajewski on 
September 22, 1935. John did various jobs through
out his career, and they now retired and living in 
Beausejour. John and Julia have three children, 
Joanne, John and Allen. Joanne is married and lives 
in Toledo, Ohio. John works as a supervisor in 
Norway House for the Provincial Government. Allen 
married Teresa Rumak. He is an inspector for the city, 
and she is a school teacher in Beausejour. 



Anne Pruchniak's Family History 

I was the first born to Michael and Mary 
Bazylkiecz (Bazlik). We came by boat to Canada, with 
my two brothers, Michael and John, in the fall of 
1905. We settled in a small two room house in the 
west end of Beausejour. 

Michael and Mary Bazylkiewcz (Swodowski). April 6, 1924. 

My father was a shoemaker and a musician. He 
actually made a few pairs of shoes by cutting a pattern 
from an old pair, besides repairing them. He played 
the harpsichord, drums and violin for parties and 
weddings that sometimes lasted several days. He 
made his own instruments; two violins, a harpsichord 
and dried his own skins to stretch on a frame for a 
drum. 

My mother and father later had four boys and 
four girls: Pauline, Stephen, Mary, Julia, Elsie, Victor 
and Joseph. Then Joseph died and they named their 
next son after him. 

Being the oldest in the family, I spent a lot of 
time helping my mother with the children and with 
the housework. We made our own toys; dolls out of 
rags and slingshots out of tree branches. 

The Town in those days, about 1910, centered 
around the railroad track and along Third Street 
which had Madden's general store and Madden's 
hotel, also a store owned by Joseph Palecek and one 
owned by T. T. Wyrzykowski. Both sold general 
produce and implements. On the corner was a three 
storey building built by William Klingbeil and occupied 
by a butcher shop and a millinery store. C. D. Maddox 
had a drug store in Third Street and was a switchboard 
operator for the few phones in Beausejour. G. Brown 
had a blacksmith shop. D. Bethel had a livery stable 
and a meat market owned by D. T. Fawcett. On the 
corner of Park Avenue and Third Street was the Uni,ed 
Church, where the Royal Bank now stands. Next was a 
house, then a general store, first owned by George 
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Boraiko, then renovated and run by Harry Shuster. 
Some of these businesses were eventually either 
burned or torn down. The business section soon 
moved from Third Street to Park Avenue. 

Park Avenue was unadorned by gravel. It was 
rutted by wagon wheels and churned to mud by every 
rain. There was even a small slough just off the street. 

Streets were lit with old gas lamps on poles that 
had a copper tube running from a pressurized tank of 
gasoline at the base of the pole. 

The first Municipal Hall of the Rural Municipality 
of Brokenhead was built the same year as the 
Municipality was incorporated in 1902. Beausejour 
was incorporated as a Village in 1908 and a Town in 
1912. The buildings were mostly painted a dirty 
brownish red colour, more as a protection against the 
weather than as a means of beautification. 

About 1914 the first car came to Beausejour, 
owned by J. L. Turner, the owner of the brick factory. 
There were only a few cars in 1915; therefore, the 
roads were not built for automobiles and could only 
be driven a short distance out of Town. The two large 
businesses in town were the Brick Factory and the 
Glass Factory, where my uncle Anton Swodowski 
worked. 

I married Alexander Paulishyn on February 6, 
1917. In 1918, we had our first child, a girl we named 
Mary. Later there followed Jennie, John, Pat, Helen, 
Ted, Julia, Olga and Vera. My husband, Alex, worked 
for McAllister's store on Third Street, then for many 
years for T. T. Wyrykowski, for 50 dollars a month. We 
bought a Ford car for 120 dollars, with curtains on the 
windows and a crank on the front to start it. My 
mother died in 1925 and my father remarried Mary 
Rusak in 1928. They had a son, Edward. 

Anne & Alex Paulishyn, Mike & Mary Bazlik, and Olga & Vera 
Paulishyn (1944). 



In 1937, I started working part time at the 
Beausejour Hotel for $1.25 a day. Mrs. Freda Hayes, 
who was very famous for her chicken dinners, needed 
the extra help as she had as many as 3000r 400 people 
to feed on some Sundays. The dinners were 50 cents 
each. 

Many evenings were spent gathering together 
with the neighbours for plucking feathers or carding 
wool for quilts and pillows. 

Everyone helped each other as many people 
could not afford to pay for things they needed. My 
husband would cut wood in the bush to burn in the 
stove during the winter. Because he did not have any 
way to bring it home he would have to cut two extra 
cords for the neighbour to haul it home with his 
horses and sleigh. 

I recall a bank robbery at the Royal Bank where 
Carol's Beauty Salon now stands in the spring of 1944. 
The bandits used a team of horses and farm sleigh as a 
get-away car. They chose a March blizzard for the job 
and were soon lost in a swirl of snow driving down 
Ashton Avenue. The bandits were two young farm 
boys who wanted to be put in jail, as they expected to 
be called into the army. Because of family connections 
in Germany, they did not want to fight against their 
relatives. They were caught in an open field where the 
Edward Schreyer School now stands, by Constable 
Bill Dennison. The package they stole turned out to 
be unsigned bonds which were worthless. 

My husband died in 1947. On May 1, I married 
William Pruchniak, who worked for the C.P.R. railroad 
for many years. He died in 1955. 
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I am now 80 years old and have fond memories 
of Beausejour. It is indeed what the name implies-a 
beautiful resting place-as three generations of my 
family are living here: Walter and Olga Shaw and their 
family, Brian, Joanne and Bruce and their married son 
Bob and his wife Cheryl. Bernie and his wife Cindy, 
live in Winnipeg. My daugher Mary and her husband 
Melvin and her family also live in Beausejour. 

By: Anne Pruchniak. 

Left to right: Walter, Brian, Cheryl, Bob, Bernie, Cindy, Bruce, 
Olga & Joanne Shaw and Ann Pruchniak. 



The Hayes Family History 

Robert Hayes. born in Glasgow. Scotland. in 
1885. came to Canada and settled in Nova Scotia for a 
short period of time. From there he moved to 
Providence. Rhode Island. where he learned the Iron 
Molding trade. He worked in almost every state in the 
United States as a molder. A man by the name of 
McArty was his partner. Bob enjoyed travelling and 
he and his friends would work on cattle boats in order 
to get to Scotland for periodic visits. 

Wanting to see more of Canada. Bob arrived in 
Winnipeg and took a job with the Vulcan Iron Works. 
He met Sandy Forseyth whom he joined in a partner
ship in a hotel in Teulon. As there were facilities for a 
barber shop in the hotel. Bob decided to train in 
barbering-a profession which he carried with him to 
Beausejour. 

Mr. Bob Hayes (barber) with Mr. M.J. Hoban in chair. 

Beausejour Hotel, Testaks store, Butcher shop (Dreslow). 
1921. 
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While in Teulon. Bob met Freda Kunzelman 
who was to become his wife in January of 1921. In 
March of that year they came to Beausejour and 
purchased a hotel from Nathan Diner for $5.500. 
Although the purchase price was not staggering. the 
renovation costs were to exceed $10.000., as the hotel 
had been condemned by the town in 1920. 

Bob's residency in Beausejour may have been a 
short one. but there is no doubt that it was a 
productive one. A civic minded man. he was the 
Mayor of the Town from 1923 until 1925 . He held this 
office again in 1933 for a part term due to his untimely 
death. Bob was a member of the Masonic Order and a 
chartered member of the Beausejour Curling Club. 
He was also the President for the Eastern Manitoba 
Development Bureau from the time it was founded in 
1925 until 1931. During this time his project was to 
get the main highway. which is now Highway #44. to 
pass through Beausejour instead of bypassing the 
Town. This he was successful in accomplishing. and 
may be credited for keeping our town on the map. 

Road through Beausejour before Highway 44 was construct
ed. 

The Hayes started the famous chicken dinners 
in 1929. As Jack Hoban states. "These dinners were as 
famous as Kentucky Fried Chicken of today". Indeed. 
as many as 500 to 600 meals were served on Sunday 
by a staff of 25 employees. After Bob's death. his wife 
Freda continued to operate the hotel for the next 22 
years with the help of her good friends Dutch and 
Nettie Fenning. The hotel was sold in 1955 to the 
Sawchenko family. During those years Freda was the 
first woman chairperson of the Beausejour School 
Board. She was one of the original members of the 
Women's Institute which was formed in 1923. Mrs. 
Hayes' hotel became the meeting place for many of 
the activities that went on in the Town. The various 
organizations held their monthly meetings there and 
teas and sales were annual events. It soon became 
tradition that every young bride in the area had her 



"shower" in the Beausejour Hotel. It was also 
tradition for the baseball and hockey clubs to hold 
their "wind-ups" at the hotel. compliments of Mrs. 
Hayes. 

Hotel staff (1931): Margaret Drewlo, Olive Woodgren, Elsie 
Hoban and Emma Frailick. Missing from picture: Alex Adair 
(waiter), Elsie Litke, Ida Myers, Margaret Drewlo, Myrtle 
Mitarek (cook), Nettie Fenning (cook), Dutch Fenning, Leona 
Englot, Mable Rattai, Mrs. Muth and Helen Drewlo. 

The Robert Hayes family. 
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In 1953. Freda married David Shade. a long time 
friend of the family. After a short time in the hotel 
they moved to Winnipeg. Deciding Beausejour was 
really home. they returned and lived here until 1964. 
In May of that year Freda passed away very suddenly 
and Dave was to follow two months later. after a 
lengthy illness. 

Bob and Freda Hayes had three children: 
Robert. better known as Sandy; Irene; and Alvin. 
Sandy married Evelyn Trithart. and in turn they had 
three daughters: Roberta. Deborah and Kimberly. 
Irene married Jack Krassie and had one daughter. 
Jacqueline. Alvin married Annette "Chic" Batenchuk 
and had two sons. Darryl and Terrance. The Alvin 
Hayes family is still residing in Beausejour. 



Bob Carmichael Family History 

Bob Carmichael was born in Portage La Prairie 
in 1946. His wife, Karan Munro was born in Winnipeg 
in 1948. Bob's ethnic origin is Scottish and English, 
and Karan's is Scottish. 

Bob and Karan came to Beausejour in 1974, 
with Bob having a position in the Municipal Planning 
Branch. 

The Carmichaels have two children: Daryle 
who is 11 years old; and Travis, who is 8 years old. 

Bob is a very good softball player, and presently 
plays for the "Mad Batters" in the District's slow pitch 
league. Karan works in ceramics in her spare time. 

By: Michael Czuboka. 

Mike Wasylin Family History 

Mike Wasylin was born in Brandon in 1954. His 
wife Claire was born in London, England, in 1954. 
Mike's ethnic origin is Ukrainian, and Claire's is 
English. 

Mike's grandparents were the first Wasylins to 
come to Canada. They settled in the Brandon, 
Manitoba area. Claire's family came to Canada in 

1965. 
Mike is a lawyer by profession. He works in the 

law firm of Bellan, Schroeder and Baker. 
Mike is a very good softball player. He presently 

plays for the "Mad Batters" in the District's slow pitch 
league. 

By: Michael Czuboka. 

Dennis Adams Family History 

Dennis Adams was born in Selkirk, Manitoba 
on January 12,1947. His wife, Patricia Freeman, was 
born in Selkirk on October 23, 1950. Dennis is of 
Welsh and Salteaux origin, and Patricia is English. 

Dennis and Patricia have two daughters: Megan 
Jill, who was born on August 28, 1977; and Leigh 
Nicole, who was born on February 6, 1981. 

Dennis is a Registered Psychiatric Nurse, and is 
employed by the Provincial Government. 

Pat enjoys knitting, curling and sewing. Dennis 
curls, plays hockey and is a member of the "Mad 
Batters" team in the slow pitch league. He also enjoys 
woodworking. He is an excellent athlete. 

By: Michael Czuboka. 

Dennis Leclerc Family History 

Dennis "Hoss" Leclerc is the son of Joe Leclerc 
and Alice (Boris) Leclerc. His father's ethnic origin is 
French, and his mother's origin is German. Dennis 
was born in 1963 in Beausejour. 

Dennis has four brothers and two sisters: 
Norman, Ron, Len, Aruel, Giselle and Jeannette. The 
Leclerc family came to Beausejour in the early 1960's, 

and all of the children of Joe and Alice attended 
Beausejour schools. 

Dennis is called "Hoss" by his friends. He is a 
very good hockey player and softball player. He is 
presently a rnernberofthe"Mad Batters" of the slow 
pitch league. 

By: Michael Czuboka. 

Barry Frank Family History 

Barry Frank was born in Portage La Prairie, 
Manitoba in 1947. His wife, Karen Hilton, was born in 
The Pas, Manitoba in 1952. Both Barry and Karen are 
of German ethnic origin. 

The Franks have three children: Julia, who is 
seven years old; Tracy, who is four years old; and 
Kristen, who is seven months old. 
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The Franks came to Beausejour in 1978. Barry 
works for the Manitoba Telephone System. 

Barry and Karen are both curlers. Barry also 
plays very good hockey and softball. He is presently a 
member of the "Mad Batters" of the slow pitch league. 

By: Michael Czuboka. 



Schade Family History 

Leo Schade and his wife Wilhelmina Kruger 
carne to Canada in 1901 from Poland. They settled 
and remained in Beausejour. Leo and Wilhelmina 
had three sons: Emil, Adolph and Gustave, and one 
daughter. 

Back row: Adolph, brother-in-law, sister, Emil's wife, Gustave 
Middle row: Adolph's wife, Leo, Wilhelmina, Emil 
Front row: cousin and Art (Emil's boy). 

Gustave Schade married Louise Langnaese on 
October 12, 1927. Louise was the daughter of 
Wilheim (William) Langnaese and Emilia Drawita. 
Louise was born in Friendenstal, Manitoba. 

Gustave and Louise Schade had four children: 
Leo, Donald, Eleanor and Albert. Leo and Albert are 
both unmarried and live in Winnipeg. Donald works 
for the Provincial Highways Department and lives in 
Beausejour. He married Pat A1larie in 1954, and they 
have five children: Douglas, Bruce, Leslie, Suzanne 
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and Gerald. Douglas married Debra Martin. Doug 
works for J. Martin's Sporting Goods, and Debra 
works for the Federal Government. They reside in 
Winnipeg. Bruce lives in Beausejour and is employed 
as the Recreation Director of the area. Leslie lives in 
Winnipeg and works for Atkins. Suzanne and Gerald 
attend school in Beauseiour. 

Eleanor married Casmir Gmiterek in 1952. 
Eleanor was one of the community's caterers for 
seven years and her husband, Casmir, is a custom 
carpenter. Eleanor and Casmir have five children: 
Donna, Peter, Paul, Patrick, and Teresa. Donna 
married Charles Relf. They live in Beausejour with 
their two children, Tyler and Ryan. Peter died 
accidentally at the age of 23 on January 13, 1979. 
Paul is an autopac adjuster and Patrick is a mechanic, 
and they both live in Beausejour. Teresa is a hair 
dresser and works in Winnipeg, but still considers 
Beausejour her home. 

Back row: Teresa, Paul, Pat, Peter, Bruce, Don, Doug, Les, Cas, 
Charlie. 

Front row: Gerald, Laurie, Kathy, Pat, Debra, Eleanor, Donna, 
Suzanne. 



Krawchuk Family History 

John Krawchuk (1898-1974) was born in the 
village of Skalat in the province of Ternopol, Ukraine. 
His parents Tom and Anne (nee Bryk) immigrated to 
Canada in 1900 bringing two children, three year old 
Mary and eighteen month old John to start a new life 
in a new land. Promises of free land and prosperity in 
local newspapers and posters prompted many poor 
Ukrainians to sell or leave behind what property they 
had and take what little they could carry and board 
immigrant ships for America. In the spring of 1900 
Tom, his family, and Tom's brother and his wife and 
children sailed for America. The conditions were 
poor on the overcrowded ship, disease flourished 
and many a parent buried their beloved children at 
sea. 

They arrived in Boston, Massachusetts in the 
summer of 1900. Tom's brother and his family sailed 
on to Brazil. Infrequent letters soon stopped and 
family ties were broken. Tom, Anne and their 
children travelled by train to Winnipeg and then on 
to East Selkirk. There, at the Immigration Office, Tom 
purchased a homestead for $10.00. Eighty acres in 
the south west quarter of Section 10, Township 14, 
Range 7 in the R.M. of Brokenhead became his. When 
they arrived at their new home - 80 acres of bush, no 
buildings and no shelter and no money to return, Tom 
cleared a small area and built a log cabin. Here they 
were blessed with four more children: Bessie, Mike, 
Pearl and Anne. 

From left to right: Daughter Mary, Theodore, Mother, Mary, 
John holding Katherine, Nick, Irene, Lily, Anne standing in 
front of Mother. Taken in 1950. 

677 

On May 31, 1931 John married Mary Gurniak of 
Landerville, Manitoba. Mary was the oldest daughter 
of Peter and Katherine Gurniak. Peter and Katherine 
were married in 1907 in the Ukraine and immigrated 
to Canada in 1909 with their first born son, Bill. Mary 
was born on June 27, 1910 at Ladywood, Manitoba. 
Katherine Gurniak's mother, Marguerite Morski and 
her husband joined Katherine and Peter on their 
voyage to Canada. Marguerite was a midwife in the 
Lac du Bonnet, Brightstone and Landerville areas, 
and many area residents were brought into the world 
with Marguerite's gentle hands. Up to the time 
Marguerite moved to Windsor, Ontario in 1949, she 
delivered well over 250 children, including her grand
daughter Mary's daughters Lilly and Mary and a son 
Theodore. Nick, the eldest son was delivered by a 
local midwife, Mrs. Panas. John and Mary had eight 
children; seven of whom are living. A son, Tom, died 
two days after birth. 

John and Mary took over the original home
stead in the late 30's when John's parents died. Here 
they raised their family. Lily, the eldest daughter 
married Stanley Czastkiewicz in 1952 and has two 
grown children: Jean and Bobby. Nick married 
Wendy Wiley of Winnipeg in 1965. They have three 
children: Linda, John Jr. and Laura. Mary married 
Alex Lazaruk of East Selkirk in 1954 and have a son, 
Barry and a daughter, Cindy. Irene married Bernard 
Murphy, a Canadian Air Force Captain, in 1962 and 
lives with her husband and daughter Bernadette in 
Como x, B.C. Anne married Jacob Dennis Friesen in 
1960. They have three daughters: Bliss, Donna and 
Sheri and three sons: Jamie, Wesley and Mark. They 
own and operate a successful janitor business in 
Edmonton, Alberta. The youngest daughter, Kathy 
married Bill Fecio of Hazelridge in 1970. They have 
three children: Brock, Billy and Tannis. Bill works for 
Canadian Odeon Theatres as a Maintenance Supervisor 
and farms approximately 300 acres. Bill inherited the 
family farm from his father, Dmytro, who immigrated 
to Canada in 1926. 

The younger of the two Krawchuk sons, Theodore 
remained single and lives on the original homestead 
with his mother, Mary. Ted inherited the farm two 
years before his father's death in 1974. 

John Krawchuk was a true pioneer, a true 
Ukrainian and a dedicated farmer. He farmed all his 
life in the area once known as Sand Hills, Manitoba. 
Before his death he acquired clear title to 480 acres of 
prime farmland and over 500 acres of bush property 
where he and his sons cut and sold lumber for about 
15 years. John was born in a field in the Ukraine on 
October 15,1898 and on June 6,1974 diedinafield 
on his beloved 80 acres of Section 10-14-7. 



John Krawchuk (1998-1974): 

His love of his farm and his family 
will be cherished forever in the hearts of 
his children. He taught them to be 
honest, God loving citizens. Often they 
listened to the story of his childhood, his 
parents immigration to Canada and the 
hardships they encountered. He asked 
his children to always remember who 
they were, where they came from and to 
always be proud to be Ukrainian. With his 
wife, Mary, he raised his family in the 
Depression years when luxuries such as 

hydro, telephone and running water 
were unheard of in rural areas. Many a 
time Mary walked to Tyndall to Danchos 
General Store and carried a heavy sack of 
flour home on her back so she could bake 
bread for the children. Her three 
youngest children, Irene, Ann and 
Katherine were born at home without 
the aid of a doctor or midwife. Times such 
as these would not be endured by today's 
generation. 

Harold Dugard Family History 1889-1972 

Edward and Annie Dugard left Torquay in 
Devonshire and York in the early 1880's to come to 
Brokenhead and homestead on the Brokenhead River 
about a half mile south and a mile east of the present 
site of Brokenhead School. On the homestead, 
Harold was born in 1889. The Dugard family formed 
part of a little group of settlers from England who 
were attracted by the shelter of the trees along the 
Brokenhead River, and by the river itself as a means of 
transportation in the absence of roads. 

The settlers organized the Brokenhead School 
and a Sunday School, whose first teacher was Katie 
Reid. 

In 1897 the Dugard family moved to a farm 
located at what is now called Se1ch's Corner at the 
junction of Highways 4 and 12. Here, the settlers built 
a little red schoolhouse which was later moved into 
Beausejour and now forms part of the Beausejour 
Legion Hall. At this same corner, Edward Dugard 
opened a hardware and lumber business, which in 
1901 was moved into Beausejour. Harold took the 
diploma course at the Manitoba Agricultural College 
and also graduated from the Winnipeg Business 
College. 

Harold's brother Fred Dugard, born in 1887 at 
the homestead also attended Manitoba Agricultural 
and the Winnipeg Business College. Fred farmed for 
several years, then sold his farm and went into the oil 
and machinery business. He later moved to Winnipeg, 
retiring from active business in his seventies. 

Harold served as manager of Thos. Millard and 

678 

Sons oil and machinery business in Beausejour. In 
the First World War he enlisted in the 8th Battalion of 
the 90th Winnipeg Rifles, named by the Germans 
"The Little Black Devils". He was severely wounded 
in the fierce fighting at Vimy Ridge on April 9, 1917 
when a piece of shrapnel lodged itself in his back. 
After five operations and the installation of a steel 
plate in his back, Harold was able to function 
normally. 

Repatriated to Canada in 1919, Harold became 
manager of the Cockshutt Plow Company in the area 
around the lakes. Following this experience he 
became manager of National Lumber Yards in Beause
jour for two years, later buying out the business and 
operating Dugard's Hardware and Lumber Co. from 
1922 to 1940. In 1940 he sold to North American 
Lumber. During the 1920's Harold served on the 
Beausejour Town Council and was elected mayor of 
Beausejour in 1929. 

During the 1930's, Harold developed Dugard's 
Park situated on the south side of the highway, 1 Y2 
miles east of Beausejour. He operated this Tourist 
Park until he sold to the Canadian Association of the 
Mentally Retarded in 1969. 

In 1920 Harold married Nettie Laurie, who 
passed away in 1936. In 1944 he remarried to 
Marjorie Barclay. Harold is survived by his wife 
Marjorie of Beausejour, Ruth Mercier of Winnipeg, 
Ray Dugard of Pine Falls, Heather Lindsay of Winnipeg, 
Mark Dugard of Beausejour, and Daniel Dugard of 
Brownsville, Ontario. 



Omichinski Family History 

William Omichinski was born in the Village of 
Beckersdorf, Austria, in the year 1884. His parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Omichinskihadafamilyoffive 
children: Joe, Victor, William, Frances and Mary
all born at Beckersdorf. The entire family immigrated 
to Canada and homesteaded at Ladywood in 1896. 
William remained on the farm with his father until 
1907, at which time he married Elizabeth Ow sian ski, 
and with his new wife, located a parcel of land near 
the rock outcrop at Allegra, and homesteaded at that 
location. 

During the period of time that William and 
Elizabeth were living at Allegra they had born to them 
six children: Jennie, Victor, Joe, twins Edward and 
Annie, and Mary. In 1915 William purchased property 
from the Pfeifer family at Ladywood and a house was 
built on the property to which the family later moved. 
At their new farm in Ladywood, five more children 
were born: William, Johnnie, Evelyn and two who 
died in infancy. William, with his boys, being 
somewhat inclined towards carpentry, helped in the 
construction of many of the homes, barns, farm 
buildings, stores, schools and churches in the area. 

William remained on his farm until his death in 
1946. His wife, Elizabeth, died shortly after in 1951. 

Jennie, the oldest of the family, married John 
Weselak and the two of them opened a store at 
Ladywood. John died a few years later and Jennie 
married again to another John Weselak. The store 
remained open and Jennie and her husband continued 
operating the business until her death in 1963. Her 
husband resides in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

Victor, the oldest son, married Evelyn, the 
daughter of Joseph and Annie Reich, and they 
purchased Martin Omichinski's farm at Ladywood. 
Victor farmed all his life along with being in partner
ship with his brothers in the construction trade in the 
area. Victor and Evelyn had five children: Ethel, 
David, Robert Garry and Clifford. Victor passed away 
in 1972 at the age of 62. His wife, Evelyn, now lives in 
Beausejour. 

Joseph married Rose Weselak, daughter of 
Albert and Angela Weselak of Saskatchewan in 1945. 
Joseph and his wife took residence on a parcel of land 
west of the Ladywood Church, and a couple of years 
later moved to his father's farm. Joseph and Rose had 
three children: Eloise, Wayne and Warren. Joseph 
remained on the farm until his death in 1963. His 
wife,Rose, resides at Ladywood. 

Edward married Rose, daughter of Harry and 
Ann Holyk of Brightstone, Manitoba. Edward and 
Rose purchased the Gach farm east of Ladywood. 
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Edward and Rose had one child, Martin. Edward 
farmed until he suffered a stroke, at which time he 
sold his farm and moved to a new home along the 
Brokenhead River and there retired until his death in 
1980. Rose now resides at their home at Ladywood. 

Annie married George Lukie and they purchased 
some property east of the Brokenhead River, where 
they homesteaded. Annie and George had six children: 
Bill, Sonia, Frances, Pearl, Nick and Doreen. Annie 
and George lived on the farm for many years and then 
moved into Beausejour. A few years later George 
passed away. Pearl also passed away while living in 
Beausejour. Annie now resides in Winnipeg. 

Mary married Jack Chraplewe of Ladywood and 
lived on property south of the Ladywood Ukrainian 
Church. Mary and Jack farmed for many years on this 
property with Jack being very well known in the area 
for his barbering. Two children were born to the 
family: Archie and Agnes. Mary and Jack retired from 
the farm and moved to Winnipeg. Jack passed away a 
few years later. Mary now resides at her home in 
Winnipeg. 

William married Evelyn, daughter of Albert and 
Charlotte Trapp of Brokenhead. William and his wife 
resided and farmed a parcel of land west of the 
highway on the Selkirk Line. William was in partner
ship with his brothers in the construction trade as 
well as farming his property. William and Evelyn had 
one daughter, Lorna. William died in 1975 at the age 
of 59. His wife, Evelyn, remarrried and resides on 
their farm. 

Johnnie, the youngest of William's sons, married 
Helen, daughter of Michael and Mary Szajewski. 
Johnnie and Helen farmed in the Ladywood area and 
resided on the property west of the Roman Catholic 
Church in Ladywood. Johnnie and Helen had two 
children: Jane and Kevin. Johnnie farmed until his 
death in 1961 at the age of 42. Helen has remarried 
and now resides in Garson. 

Evelyn, youngest of the family, married Adam 
Reich, son of Joseph and Annie Reich of Ladywood. 
Evelyn and Adam purchased property at Ladywood, 
where Adam operated "Reich's Transfer" for a number 
of years, along with farming their parcel of land. 
Evelyn and Adam have two children: Glen and 
Terrance. The family resides on their farm at Lady
wood. 

The family of William Omichinski got its beginning 
on the farm in Ladywood passed down from William's 
father, Martin, who homesteaded in 1896. Descend
ants of this family can still be found in this area. 



Fosty Family History 

The roots of the Fosty family originated in the 
Ukraine. The first person of the Fosty family to 
immigrate to Canada was Stephan Fosty. He was born 
in the year 1878 in the village of Palipchi in the 
Ukraine. He came to Canada in 1909 and lived with 
Peter and Nettie Huska in the Brokenhead area. The 
following year, in 1910, Paraska Huska immigrated to 
Canada to live with her parents, Peter and Nettie 
Huska. Paraska did not immigrate to Canada with her 
parents and brother and sister as she was married and 
therefore remained in the Ukraine. Her married name 
was also Huska. She had two girls by her first 
marriage. One girl passed away as an infant. When 
her husband passed away, she immigrated to Canada 
with her two year old daughter, Ann, to live with her 
parents. It was here that Stephan Fosty and Paraska 
Huska met and married about a year later. Paraska 
and her family came from the village of Babinchi in 
the Ukraine. 

After Stephan and Paraska were married, they 
moved to the homestead about eight miles cross 
country to the northeast to what was or still is known 
as Lowland, Manitoba. It was here that they cleared 
and broke land. It was no easy task, as the bush was 
very thick and there were clouds of mosquitoes, and 
the snakes literally crawled everywhere. They built a 
rather large log home consisting of three large rooms 
on the main floor and an upstairs with two big 
bedrooms. There was a crawl hole under the main 
floor which was used as a cellar. Attached to the 
house was a veranda. They dug a well and had plenty 
of water. They built a barn, machine shop, chicken 
house and several granaries. 

Stephan and Paraska Fosty had four children. 
Mitro (Dan) was born in September, 1911. Mike was 
born in August, 1913. Mary was born in February, 
1915. John was born in June, 1917. 

Paraska's daughter, Ann, married Robert McComb 
and lived in Toronto most of her life. She had three 
children, Theresa, Ann and Robert. Ann passed away 
at the age of 77 years in 1981. 

Mitro (Dan) married Anne Buchko from 
Cloverleaf. They farmed in Lowland, Manitoba, on a 
homestead until their retirement in 1979 at which 
time they bought a home in Beausejour. Anne and 
Dan have five children: Gloria, Mildred, Richard, 
Robert and Steven. 

Gloria married Renato Crognali in 1962 and 
they presently reside in Beausejour. They own and 
operate the Beausejour Bakery. They have three 
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children:- Gregory, Jeffrey and Shauna. 
Mildred married Wilfred Betker in 1962 and 

they presently reside in Bird's Hill, Manitoba. Mildred 
is employed with Ladco Homes. Wilfred is employed 
with Stern Trucks, where he holds the position of new 
trucks sales manager. Mildred and Wilfred have two 
daughters, Carla and Shiela. 

Richard married Dianna Borkowsky in 1968 and 
they presently reside on a farm in the Brokenhead 
area. Richard farms part-time and is employed by the 
Federal government as a meat inspector in Winnipeg. 
Dianna works part-time as a receptionist at East Gate 
Lodge. Richard and Dianna have two children, 
Joshua and Erin. 

Robert married Karen Borkowsky in 1971 and 
they presently reside in Beausejour. They own and 
operate Larry's Chip Stand. Robert and Karen have 
one daughter, Colleen. 

Steven married Lynn Patzer in 1973. Steven 
and Lynn bought the family farm from his father in 
1979 and reside there. Steven and Lynn farm two 
sections of land. They have two daughters, Lisa and 
Robin. 

Mike never married and his whereabouts is 
unknown. 

Mary married John Jurchuk and has lived in 
Winnipeg all of her married life. Mary was employed 
with Eaton's, Pennington's and is now employed at 
the Health Sciences Centre. John was employed with 
the C.N.R. until his retirement several years ago. John 
passed away in 1979. Mary and John have one son, 
Norman, who is not married. He is a broker and 
makes his home in Los Angeles, U.S.A. 

John married Tilly Kolody. They farm in the 
municipality of Lac du Bonnet. They have six 
children: Barbara, Larry, William, Murray, Pamela 
and Robert. 

Stephan and Paraska Fosty worked very hard 
and had a very hard life. They were one of our first 
pioneers in this area and left us many, many, beautiful 
memories which we shall never forget. 

Stephan Fosty passed away on August 27, 1960 
at the age of 82 years. 

Paraska passed away on January 6, 1962 at the 
age of 83 years. 

The Fostys still have cousins in the Ukraine, but 
no longer communicate with them. European con
nections gradually disappear as the older generations 
pass away. 

By: Gloria Crognali. 



Wurch Family History 

Frank Wurch. of German decent. was born in 
Russia in the year 1852. He married his cousin 
Hannah Wurch and they had nine children. two of 
them dying in childhood. Those that remained 
included five boys: Henry. Adolf. Reinhold. Sam and 
Julius; and two girls: Mollie and Bertha. Due to an 
accident resulting from a runaway horse. in which 
Hannah was severely injured. she died. leaving Frank 
with a family of very young children. A young widow. 
Katherina Kraus (nee Rode). 20 years younger than 
Frank. became his second wife. She took over the 
care of the young family. and was loved by all. She 
also presented Frank with five more boys. David. 
William. John. Gus and Otto. and four more girls. 
Ruth. Lilly. Emma and Elsie. 

As the family grew. Frank became anxious that 
his sons should not serve in the Russian army. so he 
decided to immigrate to Canada. His son Henry. 
having established himself as a miller in Russia. 
chose to remain. Adolf had previously immigrated to 
the U.S.A. with some of his friends. Reinhold decided 
to go to the U.S.A. also. where his uncle was. Frank 
then took the oldest of the remaining boys and 
crossed the ocean to Canada. They landed in Halifax 
and made their way to Winnipeg. In approximately 
1903 he bought a farm along the Brokenhead River. 
six miles southeast of Beausejour. in the district then 
known as Sinnott. There. a little later. his wife 
Katherina and the remaining children joined him. 
They began to clear the land and he also built a large 
two-storey house with balconies around the first and 
second storeys. His dream was to one day hear his 
sons playing musical instruments from the top balcony 
of the house to the honour of God. 

The City. however. began to lure the boys away 
from the farm. There. money could be made more 
easily and quickly. Frank decided to sell the farm and 
moved to the City. The buyer failed to make payments 
and the farm went up for taxes. His son. Adolf. having 
immigrated to Canada from the States. decided to 
redeem the farm and so it came back under the Wurch 
name. During the war Frank lost his city home and 
moved back to the farm. He lived with his son Adolf 
and family for five years. He then decided to buy 40 
acres next to the C. P. R. track in Lydiatt. There he lived 
until his death on August 20. 1922. Katherina lived 
with her children until her death in 1946. A history of 
the children follows: 

Henry remained in Russia. His life history is 
unknown. 

Mollie. the second child of Frank Wurch. 
married John Kelbert. John was a carpenter in 
Winnipeg. He died on August 24. 1924. After her 
husband's death Mollie moved back to the country in 
St. Ouens. She died in 1939 at Easter while visiting in 
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Detroit with her daughter. They had six children: 
John Jr .. Lillian. Alice. Waldrene (Irene). David and 
Ruth (deceased). 

John married Olga Zielke and they lived in the 
St. Ouens area. He was a carpenter. a well driller and a 
dairy farmer. He was on the Board of Directors 
representing the milk shippers for his district for 
many years. He was also a trustee and chairman of 
the St. Ouens School Board. He and his family were 
active members of the Pentecostal Church of St. 
Ouens. In 1962 he sold the farm where Don MacLean 
is presently living and moved to Winnipeg where he 
operated a grocery store until 1968. when they moved 
to B.C. John and Olga presently reside in B.C. Their 
children are as follows: 
1. Arthur married Sadie Avison. They have two 

children. Joline and Douglas. They reside in 
Redding. California. 

2. Clarence married Ruth Krebs. They have three 
children. Diane. Randy and Gary. They live in 
Burnaby. B.C. 

3. Edward married Rose Wurch. They have five 
children: Hannah. Timothy. LOis. Gail and 
David. They live in Red Deer. Alberta. 

4. Donald married Dorothy Goddard. They have 
two children. Raymond and Carolyn. They 
reside in California. 

5. Dorothy married Bill Litke. They have two 
children. Lorne and Brenda. They live in 
Oregon. 

6. Henry married Elsa Weiss. They have three 
children. Iris. Linda and David. They live in 
Surrey. B.C. 

7. Victor married Helen Gerbrandt. They have two 
children. Bruce and Gwendolyn. They reside in 
Winnipeg. 

8. Wilfred married Linda Agar. They have two 
children. Connie and Kathy. They reside in B.C. 

9. Geraldine married Adolf Wurch. They have two 
children. Norman and Nancy. They reside in 
California. 

10. Allen married Beverley Avasiuk. They have two 
children. Bryanna and Corrie. They reside in 
Calgary. 

11. Elaine married Wayne MacIntosh. They have 
two children. Bonnie and Danny. They reside in 
B.c. 
Lillian is the second of Mollie and John KelbeIt's 

children. She married Frank Richter (deceased) and 
lives in Detroit. 

Alice. their third child. married Dave Weinbender 
(deceased). They had two daughters: Joan, married to 
Grant Neil has two children. Kevin and Todd; and 
Gail. married to Bob Miller. has two children. Kerry 
and Stacey. Alice lives in Winnipeg and in her early 



years often camped with her family by the Broken
head River on the Wurch farm. 

Waldrene (Irene), the fourth child, married 
Bernard Penny. They have two children, Garry and 
Allan. They reside in Calfornia. 

David married Frances Baxter. They have 
resided in Michigan for many years. They have five 
children: David Jr., Penny, Daniel, Wayne and 
Marlena. 

Ruth, the youngest member, married Carl 
Schnaman. She died at a young age on July 25,1967, 
leaving her husband with five children: Gary, June, 
Gordon, Carol and Ron. 

Adolf, Frank Wurch's third child, was born in 
1882 in Russia. He immigrated to the U.S.A. in 1898, 
at age 16. He worked in the States for seven years. In 
approximately 1905 he moved to Winnipeg and 
worked with his brother Julius as a plasterer and brick 
layer. About this time he also began to purchase some 
city lots and the farm that his father had first 
purchased and sold. He rented the farm to his sister, 
Mollie and her husband. ln 1913 he married Jenny 
Riesenweber, but she passed away the following year. 
Two years later he decided to move back to the farm 
and also to get married. In 1916 he married Peter and 
Rosalie Rattai's young daughter, Wanda. She was 16 
years younger than he and was a lovely, quiet. gentle, 
unspoiled farm girl. They had ·13 children; five boys 
and eight girls. One died as a baby, a boy Albert died 
at 5 Y2 months and a girl, Frieda at 3 Y2 years of age. 
The remaining children, Alice, Lillian, Leonard, Rose, 
George, Edna, Irvin, Velma, Norma and Sadie, are still 
living at present. 

Theirs was a family farm. All the children, boys 
and girls alike, were expected to help with the outside 
work. There were also many happy and fun filled 
evenings shared by all, playing musical instruments, 
singing and popping corn. 

The farm produced rye, wheat. oats and barley, 
but the rye grew best. Philip Rattai, Adolf's brother
in-law, threshed for him for many years until he got 
his own machine. He also raised some cattle and cut 
chaff for them. It was this machine that severed the 
fingers from his right hand. The quick thinking of his 
nephew, Arthur Wurch, saved his hand or even his 
arm from being cut off. 

In 1938 the house that Frank Wurch had built. 
burned, leaving the family homeless. His brother, 
Bill, helped him build another one. In 1940 and 1944 
he built two barns with the help of his boys, Leonard 
and George, son-in-law, Herman Boss, and brother
in-law, Adolf Arndt. They hauled the lumber with 
sleigh and horses from near Bunker Hill and across 
the swamp. 

In 1942 they began to ship milk to Winnipeg. In 
1952 he rented the farm to his sons, Irvin and George. 
In 1955 his son Irvin left the farm and attended Bible 
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School in the States. At age 76, Adolf decided to sell 
the farm to his son George. 

Adolf was not only a hard worker but an 
honest Christian. He and his family believed in 
serving God, and their lives centered around the 
Pentecostal Church, which they attended. 

On October 1, 1973 at the age of 91, Adolf died 
in the Beausejour Hospital, thanking and praising his 
God who had given him a good life down here and a 
hope of an eternal one up there. His wife, Wanda, 
who is now 82 years old, lives on the farm in her little 
house just across the garden from her son, George, 
daughter-in-law, Marie and their family. 

Adolf's and Wanda's children and their families 
are as follows: 
1. Alice married Herman Boss. They have four 

children: Phyllis, married to Matthew Hale. 
Phyllis and Matt have one son, Richard; Beatrice, 
mrried to Ken Rauch. Beatrice and Ken have one 
daughter, Kerry; Normalee, married to Jim Nelson. 
They have one daughter, Shelley; Ronald married 
Marianne Reinke. Alice and Herman reside on a 
farm in Lydiatt. 

2. Lillian married Nelson Storsley. Their children 
are as follows: James, married Donna Rattai. 
Jim and Donna have three children, Leroy, 
Jennifer and Leighton; Dennis; Darlene married 
Tom Bray; and Elson. Lil and Nelson reside on a 
farm in St. Ouens. 

3. Leonard married Dorothy Anderson. They have 
four children: Douglas, married Maureen Ulch. 
They have one son, Jeffery; Sandra married Don 
Friesen; Donald; and Brian. Leonard and Dorothy 
reside in Brandon. Leonard Wurch was formerly 
the Paster of The st. Ouens Pentecostal Church. 

4. Rose married Edward Kelbert. They have five 
children: Hannah, married to Robert Damur. 
Hannah and Bob have two boys, Ben and 
Jonathan; Timothy, married to Lucille Prince. 
They have one daughter, Lisa; Lois; Gail; and 
David. Rose and Edward reside in Red Deer, 
Alberta. 

5. George married Marie Tinant. They have four 
children: Janice, married to Craig Moorman; 
Philip married Carolyn Petterson. Philip and 
Carolyn have one daughter, Alisha; Andrew; and 
Maralee. George and Marie live on the old 
Wurch farm in St. Ouens. 

6. A daughter, Edna, resides in Winnipeg. 
7. Irvin married Marion Nicholson. They have 

three children: Daniel; Glenda, married to John 
Nordstrom; and Cynthia. They reside in Dryden, 
Ontario. 

8. Velma married Gerhard Wittmeier. They have 
four children: Robert married Ruth Barrett. 
Robert and Ruth have two children, Michael and 
Janette; Richard married Sharon Pilgrim. They 



have one daughter, Cherise; Glen; and Kathy. 
Velma and Gerry reside in St. Ouens. 

9. Norma married Eric Nicholson. They have five 
children: Rosalie, married to Robert Fugitt; 
Carolyn, married to Ezequiel Texiera; Bruce 
married Jody Kiefling. Bruce and Jody have a 
daughter, Kristjana; Darrell; and Kenton. Norma 
and Eric reside in Winnipeg. 

10. Sadie married Cecil Dewey. They have three 
children: Mark, Jonathon and Sharon. Cecil 
Dewey is presently the Pastor of the St. Ouens 
Pentecostal Church. 
Julius, the fourth of Frank Wurch's children, 

married Mabel Zielke. They had three children, 
Waldrene, Lenora Stenger and son, Alvin; one grand-
son. 

Julius lived on the farm with his father for a few 
years, then moved to Winnipeg and worked as a 
plasterer and bricklayer. He owned the Lydiatt store 
for a period of time, then moved to Windsor, Ontario 
and worked for the Ford Motor Company until his 
death. 

Bertha, the fifth child, came to Canada from 
Russia as did her husband-to-be, Theodor Arlt. They 
were married on February 19, 1908 in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. They made their home in Winnipeg where 
Mr. Arlt was a construction labourer. On December 
21, 1910, William was born into the family. Approx
imately two years later, on February 2, 1913 a 
daughter, Violet was born. Soon after, in 1913 the 
family moved to Moosehorn, Manitoba. The second 
a son, George, was born here on March 26, 1919. They 
farmed here until 1926, sold the farm and briefly 
moved back to Winnipeg. Almost immediately hereafter 
they moved to Lydiatt, Manitoba where they farmed 
until November 1949 and then moved to Vancouver, 
B.C. where they retired. 

In 1944 William married Irma Reinhardt. They 
were blessed with three children: Dennis,Katherine 
and Jamey. 

In 1946 Violet married Jack Stark. They had two 
children, Delores and Wayne. 

In 195.0 George married Dorothy Wiese. They 
had two sons, Kenneth and Clifford. 

Bertha Arlt passed away on May 20, 1956, and 
her husband, Theodor, on April 20, 1972. Their son 
George passed away on July 7, 1980. 

Reinhold, the sixth of Frank's children, received 
his education at Columbia University in New York. 
Reinhold visited Beausejour from time to time. He 
decided to return to Russia and take a government 
position. He lost his position when the Communist 
party came into power and became a minister of the 
Gospel. For making this choice, he spent many years 
in a Siberian prison camp. However, he never denied 
his faith and when released, spent the rest of his life 
preaching. Reinhold married Adella Wurch, a distant 
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relative. They had three children. He died on 
December 14, 1969. 

Sam came to St. Ouens, but soon left to live with 
his stepmother's relatives in Edmonton, Alberta. He 
married Hannah Rode and they adopted one son, 
Leroy. Sam and Hannah bought a farm in Leduc, 
Alberta and later retired in Edmonton. Sam died on 
January 4, 1970. 

David, the eighth child (now deceased), married 
Matilda (Tillie) Peitsch in 1916. They had two 
daughters, Dorothy (deceased) and Emma. Tillie 
passed away in 1919 when the children were very 
young. Emma married Bill Storsley and they now 
reside in the Beausejour area. They have five 
children: Sandra, married to Herbert Schroeder. 
Sandra and Herb have two boys, Sheldon and Preston; 
Gary married Gloria Kosick. They have three boys, 
Jason, Darren and Rodney; Garnet married Carleigh 
Brown. They have three children, Malynda, Gillian 
and Jordan; Arlene married Gerald Rattai. They have 
two sons, Vincent and Vaughn; Joan married Jim 
Mackenzie. They have two children, Scott and Marla. 

David married Ruth Lentz in 1922 and the 
children from his second marriage are as follows: 
Betty married Melvin Wright. They have five children; 
Harvey married Elsie Kublick. They have three 
children; Sam married Alice Wiese. They had four 
children (one deceased); Ella (deceased) married 
Steve Nemeth. They had two children; Fred married 
Sophie Glazer. They have four children; Doreen 
married Roy Glazer. They have four children; Bernice 
married Jim Michels. They have two children; Joan 
married Hubert Wurch. They have two children. 

Ruth was the ninth child. She married Adolph 
Schott. They had five children: Violet. Gladys, 
Evelyn, Myrtle and Allan. Ruth and her husband are 
now deceased. 

William (now deceased) married Natalia Rattai 
(also deceased) in 1921. They settled near the 
Brokenhead River, did some mixed farming and Bill 
also drilled wells in this area together with John 
Kelbert. He bought a farm in Lydiatt which later 
belonged to Fred Small. Bill and his family moved to 
Woodslee, Ontario in 1939 where he was employed by 
the Ford Motor Co. Bill and Natalia's children are as 
follows: Lawrence married Shirley Durham. They 
have eleven children; Elsie married Robert Howson. 
They have two daughters; Harry married Joan Ulch. 
They have five children; Raymond married Phyllis 
Thorpe. Raymond and Phyllis have five children; 
Pearl married Keith Mills. They have three sons; 
William Jr. married Anne Leili. They have five 
children; Arthur married Mary Ann Kuntz. They have 
six children. 

John, Frank Wurch's eleventh child, married 
Lena Will. Due to the war they moved out to st. Ouens 
and built a house near the Brokenhead River. This 



property is presently farmed by Joe Zachar. They had 
seven children as follows: Arpah. married to Bill 
Zielke; Alma married to Adolph Steinke; Herbert 
married to Lydia Winnick; Norman married to Erna 
Kowalske; Iris married to Hugo Litke; Joyce married 
to Adolph Litke; and Lorraine also married. 

The twelfth child of Frank Wurch. Lillian. 
married Adolph Arndt (deceased). They lived in the St. 
Ouens and Lydiatt districts for many years. They had 
a farm and Adolph worked out as a carpenter. From 
this area they moved to Winnipeg with their four 
children: Harvey. believed to be in Oregon. has two 
children. Barbara and Darrell; Evelyn. married Harvey 
Wright. They have two children. Norlene and Donald. 
Evelyn and Harvey reside in Ontario; Gordon married 
Betty Bretti. They have three children. Ginnette. 
Lucille and Gordon Jr.; Lorna married Steve Atamen
chuk. They have two children. Gillee. married to 
Theodore Middleton. and Faye. married to Bertrand 
Wiebe. Gordon and Lorna. as well as their mother. 
Lily. reside in Winnipeg. 

Emma. the thirteenth child. married Edward 
Wuerch (deceased). They bought a farm beside the 
Brokenhead River where they did some mixed farming. 
Around 1949 they sold their farm and moved to 
Winnipeg. where Edward and the boys went into the 
plastering and construction business. Their next 
move was to Los Angeles. Calfornia. They had five 
children as follows: Arthur married Myrtle Robson. 
They have five children; Hannah married Carl Betschel. 

They have two children. Harold married Irene Dripps. 
They have three daughters. Beatrice married Floyd 
Sawyer. They have three children. A daughter. 
Lavern. resides in California. as well as her mother. 
Emma. 

Otto. and his wife. Mary. had one daughter. 
Lavern. who is married to Roger Setera. Lavern has 
two children and she and her husband. Roger. reside 
in Portland. Oregon. Otto is now deceased. 

Gus. the fifteenth child of Frank Wurch. was 
hospitalized most of his adult life and died at an early 
age. 

Elsie. the youngest of the children. was born in 
1908 in St. Ouens. Manitoba. She moved to Winnipeg 
to find employment where she met Jack Horne. and 
they were married in 1929. Jack was born in 1909 in 
Argentina. South America. moving to Winnipeg at a 
young age. Jack was in his own plumbing business 
when they first married. Later he went to work for the 
Marlborough Hotel as Head Engineer. He was 
working there when he passed away October 1. 1968. 
Elsie passed away November 8. 1975. 

Elsie and Jack were blessed with two children: 
Dorothy married Allan Clifford Huff. They have two 
children. Clyde and Marla. Yvonne married Dawson 
Charles Brown (Bud). Yvonne and Bud have two 
children. Craig and Sandi. 

Elsie and Jack last resided at 578 Rupertsland 
Avenue in Winnipeg. 

Gogal Family History 

Joseph Gogal (1877-1948) came to Beausejour 
in the early 1900's to work in the glass factory. He had 
come to Canada from Poland leaving his wife Ursula 
and a small daughter. Betty. behind. When he had 
accumulated enough money for their passage. they 
arrived and made their home in Beausejour for many 
years. 

Mrs. Gogal (1880-1935) was educated in a 
convent in Poland. She could read and write in Latin. 
Polish and Ukrainian. She was well versed in Roman 
Catholic liturgy and local parish priests relied on her 
as a faithful church worker. She was artistic and 
adept at flower arranging and the making of artifi
cial flowers, ornaments and other decorations, 
especially for holiday services. 

Elizabeth (Betty 1905-1971). took up nursing. 
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moved to Hollywood and worked as a private nurse to 
many of the children of movie stars in the late 20's 
and early 30·s. including the youngsters of Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard Dix. Other children born to the Gogals in 
Beausejour were: Genevieve (Jean). Regina (Queenie). 
Frances. Joseph and Albert (Barney). The girls were 
very popular and many parties were held at their 
home. Joe Jr. played hockey for the Beausejour team 
during his youth. Both he and Albert served overseas 
with the Canadian Armed Forces in the Second World 
War. 

When the glass factory was sold and moved to 
Medicine Hat. Alberta. Mr. Gogal found work as a 
sectionman. He lived with his daughter Queenie and 
son-in-law. Clarence Bethel. 



Schindel Family History 

Johann and Augustine Schindel lived in Suche. 
Poland in the early 1800·s. They had five children: 
Wilhelmine. Maria Anne. Michael. Gottlieb and another 
son who settled in Janzen. Saskatchewan. Wilhelmine 
was born in 1826. She married Gustov Freund in 
Russia. Marie Anne was born in 1835 and married 
Karl Hollander and lived at Niverville. Manitoba. 
Michael Schindel married and had four daughters: 
Theofile Lutze. Otelia Lachman. Mrs. Ludwig Reske 
and Augustina. Michael also had one son but he died 
at the age of seven from a snake bite. 

Gottlieb Schindel had one son. William. and 
three daughters. Williamina. Julia and Tillie from a 
first marriage and one son Gustav from a second 
marriage. Williamina married Gottlieb Freund. They 
lived at Friedensfeld. Manitoba. Julia married Gustav 
Freund. the brother of Gottlieb. They lived at 
Friedensfeld. Manitoba. Tillie married Julius Fiebelkorn. 
also at Friedensfeld. Manitoba. William married 
Augustina. his cousin. daughter of Michael Schindel. 
William and Augustina had two sons. Adolf and 
August. Gustav married Methilea Schultz. They lived 
at Friedensfeld and later at Morden. Manitoba. 

Adolf Schindel married N atelia Fredericks. 
They lived at Friedensfeld and later in the Broken
head. Manitoba district. 

August Schindel was born in W olhyien. Russia 
in 1890. He married Emma Reske. daughter of August 
and Emelia Reske (nee Schultz) at Tutjehn. Russia. 
August and Emma Came to Canada in 1913. along with 
his parents William and Augustina and his brother 
Adolf. They settled in the Friedensfeld. Manitoba 
area. They had three children. Adolf. William and 
Pauline. 

In 1918 Emma died in the flu epidemic at 
Friedensfeld. 

In 1921 August. his parents and the three young 
children moved to Green Bay. Manitoba where they 
purchased the N.W. quarter of 8-13-8. 

In 1927 August married Olga Reske. a sister of 
his late wife Emma. 

August and Olga had two sons. Rudolf and Fred. 
August died in 1958. 

Adolf married Minnie Pholack. daughter of 
Rudolf and Helena Pholack (nee Freund). They have 
one daughter. Marlene. Marlene married Dave Kerr of 
Winnipeg. Manitoba. Marlene and Dave have two 
sons. David and Derrick. Adolf and Minnie Schindel 
are presently living in Winnipeg. Manitoba. William 
married Margaret. daughter of Ertman and Williamina 
Rosin (nee Litke). They have three children. Edwin. 
Evelyn and Reinhold. William and Margaret live in 
Green Bay. Manitoba. 

Edwin married Beverly. daughter of Andy and 
Irene Aitkenhead (nee Wardrop) of Whitemouth. 
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Manitoba. They have four children. Rhonda. Ronald. 
Cindy and Gerald. Edwin and Bev live in Green Bay. 
Manitoba. 

Evelyn married Doug. son of Marie and the late 
Tom Donahue. They live in Winnipeg. 

Reinhold is still at home. 
Pauline married Roy. son of Emil and Lena 

Merke (nee Berndt) of Seven Sisters. Manitoba and are 
now living in Whitemouth. Manitoba. They have 
three children. Margie. Alvin and Iris. 

Margie married Norman. son of Andy and Irene 
Aitkenhead (nee Wardrop) of Whitemouth and are 
now living in Wawa. Ontario. Margie and Norman 
have two sons. Rockwell and Rory. 

Rockwell married Joan. daughter of Eric and 
Linda Rohrig of River Hills. Manitoba. Rocky and 
Joan have one son. Jovan. 

Rory is still at home. 
Alvin married Marlene Krampetz of Seven Sisters. 

Manitoba. They have four children. Marlis of 
Winnipeg and Bennett. Jayne and Shawn at home. 
Alvin owns and operates the International Dealership 
at Whitemouth. 

Iris married Ronald Aitkenhead. brother of 
Norman. of Whitemouth. Manitoba. Ronald and Iris 
have three daughters. Melody. Holly and Kim. They 
live at Wawa. Ontario. 

Rudolf married Lora Pinnisch of Beaver. Man
itoba. Rudolf and Lora farmed in the Green Bay area 
and later Rudolf worked for Anton Tolosko for several 
years. Rudolf and Lora have one daughter. Ann. and 
are now living in Coaldale. Alberta. 

Ann married John Berg of Coaldale. Alberta. 
They have two children. Jocelyn and Michael and are 
now living in Calgary. Alberta. 

Fred married Anne. daughter of Julius and 
Hulda Schiefelbein (nee Pfaiffer) of Green Bay. Fred 
farms and has also worked at various jobs. which 
included working for Anton Tolosko and driving an 
Agassiz school bus. Fred and Anne also spent 1 Y2 
years at Grand Forks. Later Fred worked for Wolfe 
Reimann and is presently employed by Trio Drywall in 
Winnipeg. Fred and Anne have two children. Bonnie 
and Richard. They still live on the first Schindel 
homestead in Green Bay. 

Bonnie married Gordon. second son of Dan and 
Lily Rosentreter (nee Selch) of Cloverleaf. Manitoba. 
Gordon and Bonnie have two daughters. Angelyn and 
Robyn. They live in Green Bay and Gordon works for 
Trio Drywall in Winnipeg. 

Richard married Maureen. youngest daughter 
of Jake and Tillie Sachvie (nee Topnik) of Green Bay. 
Maureen was a teacher at Beausejour Elementary 
School for two years. Richard and Maureen live in 
Calgary where Richard is employed by Digital Equip
ment. 



Samuel Turner Family History 

Samuel Turner and his brother, James Laird 
Turner, settled in the Beausejour area in the 1880's. 
They arrived from Toronto, Ontario, but it is not 
certain where they originated. The general belief is 
that they came from Ireland. 

Samuel and his brother James Laird acquired a 
tract of land south of what is now known as Park 
Avenue. They sub-divided it into residential lots. The 
land north of Park Avenue was owned by the Shaw 
family, and the Shaws sub-divided their land into 
residential lots. 

Samuel Turner was married to Jean Mowat, who 
was born in Scotland. They had five children. The el
dest, Jessie, taught school in Beausejour. At the end 
of the First World War she married Ted Towle, who 
had just returned from overseas. They had one 
daughter, Jean, who is now Mrs. Cannon, ofVancou
ver. Son, William, married Gertie Shaw. She was a 
teacher, and taught in the district. William was a tele
grapher and worked for the c.P.R.; his last posting 
was in Alberta. Samuel Jr., was employed by the 

Royal Bank of Canada. He started in Beausejour and 
was later transferred to Rosetown, Saskatchewan. 
John M. Turner was employed as a law clerk in the 
J.D. Crawford law office. He attended Wesley 
College. He worked for the E.L. Drewery Brewery 
in Winnipeg and later managed the Sutherland 
Hotel in Winnipeg. He was elected to the House of 
Commons for the Constituency of Springfield. He 
died in his second term of office. John was married to 
Rose Olensak. James Valentine Turner, the 
youngest son, also worked for the C.P.R. as 
assistant agent in Beausejour. Later he managed 
the Sutherland Hotel and worked for the Manitoba 
Liquor Control Commission. He was married to Greta 
Ross of Cloverleaf, Manitoba. They had two children, 
son, Ross, and daughter, Verlie. 

Samuel Turner Sr., and his brother James Laird 
were both telegraphers and worked as agents for the 
C.P.R. in Beausejour. Prior to that they were post
masters in Beausejour; J.L. from 1887 to 1898 and 
Samuel from 1898 to December 1913. 

Nahaczewski Family History 

In 1900, Ludwig and Julia Nahaczewski imm
igrated to Canada from Poland. They bought a small 
farm in Morden. They had six children. Three boys 
and one girl were born in Poland, and their youngest 
son, Marion, was born in Canada in 1901. They later 
moved to Cook's Creek and raised their family. 

Marion met a young lady by the name of Emily 
Komadowski. They were married in 1935. They 
purchased 80 acres and resided in Brokenhead with 
Marion's brother Mike. Marion and Emily had four 
children: Bernie, Casmir, Mary and Victoria. 

In 1945, Marion and Emily purchased 320 acres 
at AnoIa, where the family lived for 20 years. 
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In 1960, Bernie married Elizabeth Anderson. 
They had two children, Sharon and Teresa, while they 
resided in AnoIa. 

They later had the opportunity to purchase a 
larger farm along the Springfield-Brokenhead boundary. 
Marion and his son, Bernie, took this opportunity in 
1965. Both families then moved to their new farm. 

Another two children, Sandra and Barbara then 
arrived into the· family. 

In 1976 the family built a new home on the 
Brokenhead side of their property. They have been 
residents of the Rural MuniCipality of Brokenhead 
ever since. 



Edward Gretzinger (Gretsinger) Family History 

Edward and Pauline Gretzinger came to this 
district at the turn of the century. In the 1920's 
Edward and his brother. Alfred. started an automobile 
business in Beausejour. Alfred later moved into 
trucking. and eventually retired to Kelowna. B.C. 
When Edward died in 1962 his automobile business 
was taken over by his sons. Raymond and Kenneth. 
Raymond continued the business on his own after the 
death of his brother Ken in 1973. 

Edward and Pauline Gretzinger had four children: 
Arlene. who married Don Vickers; Kenneth. who 
married Rachel Hoban; Raymond. who married Jean 
Neduzak; and Carole. who married Bryan James. 

Kenneth·s wife. Rachel Hoban. was the daughter 

of Gerald V. Hoban and Cecilia Bush. Ken and Rachel 
had four daughters: Paula. who is a Medical Doctor; 
Gene. who is travelling in Europe; Tanis. who graduated 
with a B.A.; and Joanne. who is planning to do a 
European tour as of 1981. 

Raymond and Jean also have four children: 
Lori. Carla. Kurt and Mark. Kurt and Mark are 
presently working in Gretzinger's Garage along with 
their father. Lori is married to Norman Brunear. and 
they have one son called David. Carla is married to 
Arnold Wenzoski. and they have two children. Jill and 
Reed. 

By: Mike Czuboka. 

Hnatiuk Family History 

Michael Hnatiuk was 18 years of age when he 
came to Canada from the western Ukraine in 1906. He 
arrived in Winnipeg by train with three other friends. 
They walked all the way from Winnipeg to Cooks 
Creek. and were taken in by the Sawchuk family. who 
arrived in Canada a few years before. and knew the 
Dolyniuks. 

He came to visit the Dolyniuks and stayed with 
them that first winter and cut cord wood for 50 cents 
per cord. He did chores around the place and also 
taught the children to read and write in Ukrainian. 
and that included Anna, whom he later married in 
1914. 

Hnat and Maria Dolyniuk. Anne's parents. 
arrived in Canada in the year 1899. With them came 
their family consisting of Mike and Anna. and later 
born in Canada were Katherine and John. 

They first sett;led in the Cooks Creek area. later 
moved to a homestead in Elma. Mr. Dolyniuk was a 
business man at heart. bought and sold property in 
different areas. and later moved to Tyndall. He 
established a general store and pool room. on the 
same property where the Hnatiuks live today. 

They later sold this place to Tepilos. and moved 
to a farm near Hamilton. Ontario. They stayed there 
for three years. then moved back to Tyndall. Hnat 
passed away shortly after. at the age of 42. Maria lived 
in Tyndall for many years after. and passed away in 
1936. 

Mike worked on the Extra Gang for the C.P.R. 
and helped to build the bridges at East Selkirk and 
Devil's Creek in Tyndall, where they were required 
to mix a carload of cement by hand. 

He also worked for the Tyndall Quarries for a 
number of years. 

In the early 1920's Mike and Anna moved to 
Hamilton. Ontario. settling on an 80 acre farm. but 
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disliked the weather there. so moved back to the 
Tyndall area. They then bought 10 acres. from the 
Tepilos. where the Maurice Hnatiuk family lives now. 
In 1933 they bought another 80 acres of land at $9.00 
per acre. Mike's main interests were bee keeping and 
horticulture. 

He started off with a few hives. and later in 
years, he owned an apiary of over 200 hives. He also 
loved to putter around with fruit trees. and knew how 
to graft them. and make them grow into a beautiful 
orchard. 

Their children. Katherine. Sophie. Olga. Maurice 
and Vera were all born in the Tyndall area. (One son 
John. passed away at the age of 19 years in 1936.) 

Mike and Anna were devoted members of the 
Greek Orthodox Church. which was built in 1933. 
They volunteered many days of labour and financial 
help - always willing to help others who were less 
fortunate. 

They left their children a good example of love 
and devotion to each other. Both passed away at the 
age of 73, Mike in 1961 and Anna in 1970. 

Michael and Kost Hnatiuk helped each other all 
through their lives. They cleared most of the land on 
the 80 acre farm. Kost was a very good carpenter and 
built most of the buildings on the farm. induding his 
own new house in Tyndall on the site where the 
Wegers now live. His place was always a show place 
with all the trees and fruit trees he had planted 
through the years. 

He was a bachelor. harvested in Saskatchewan 
for many years. and did shoe repair. barbering and 
gardening. 

He was one of the finest. good hearted people 
in the district. and was one of the oldest pioneers in 
Tyndall. He passed away at the age of 95 in 1981. 

By: Maurice Hnatiuk. 



William Krieger Family History 

I. William Krieger. was born in July. 1915. in 
Golden Bay. Beausejour area. I was baptized and 
confirmed in the Holy Cross Church. Golden Bay. and 
attended the Golden Bay School. When I was 14 years 
old I had to quit school and work on the family farm. 

In October. 1938. I married Marie Fiebelkorn. 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Adolf Fiebelkorn. We lived 
with my parents. Mr. and Mrs. August Krieger. for one 
and a half years in Golden Bay. Our daughter. 
Lorraine. was born in February. 1940. In the spring of 
1940. we moved to the Glenmore district to a rented 
farm. and farmed there for seven years. It was hard 
with no roads and no school close by. We joined the 
St. Pauls Lutheran Church in Brokenhead. which I 
helped to finish. I served on the Church Council for a 
number of years. My wife. Marie. was active in L.C. W. 
Lutheran Church Women's Organization. Lorraine 
played the organ for a while. Our son. Herbert. was 
born in March. 1943. In 1947 we bought our own 80 
acre farm in the Allegra district. It was a thrill to live at 
least close to school and have better roads. Both 
Lorraine and Herbert attended the Bonar Law School 
until Grade 8. then Grade 9 by correspondence 
courses. then Beausejour and Winnipeg. 

In 1948. I took on the mail carrying job. first for 
Allegra only. then after for Lowland and Glenfield. I 
also had the Allegra Post Office at our house. There 
was mail once a week. which was Friday. then later 
three times a week. Monday. Wednesday and Friday. 
In September. 1958. we gave up the job of mail 
carrying and moved to Winnipeg for the winter 
months. 

With both of us working in Winnipeg. we were 
able to give the children a better education. and we 
were able to buy more land. too. We also had a small 
pig operation. which we started in 1968. as grain was 
not easy to sell. Quotas were not open enough to 
make ends meet. With hard work. and a little better 
times. we managed quite well. In 1976 we sold our 
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farm. and in the spring of 1977 had an auction sale. 
We bought a house in Beausejour and joined in more 
church activities. We have more friends close by and 
are enjoying our retirement. 

My father. Mr. August Krieger. was born in 
Wolenien. Russia. in March. 1890. He fled from 
Russia over to Germany as a boy of 17. and came to 
Wisconsin. U.S.A. in 1907 by himself. and lived with 
uncles and aunts. and worked wherever work was 
available. Later he came to the Beausejour area to 
visit another uncle. Leo Schmaltz. who lived in 
Golden Bay. Again he worked where work was found 
and liked it better here. so he stayed and in June of 
1912 he married Marianne Richter. the youngest 
daughter of Karl Richter. They had six children: Leo. 
William. Bert. Roy. Harry. and one boy who died in 
infancy. We attended the Golden Bay school. There 
were hard times and everyone was poor; nobody 
could afford to go to High School. Therefore. when 
children were 14. they stayed home and helped on the 
farm to clear bush and make more land. My father 
owned 80 acres at that time and later bought more 
land. My father liked bush work. He had a sawmill 
and cut lumber for the farmers. In the winter for quite 
a few years. my father planed lumber. He was quite 
active in community affairs. He helped build the 
Golden Bay Holy Cross Church and served on the 
Church Council. He also taught Sunday School, as 
there was no resident Pastor. He operated a threshing 
machine. and threshed grain for the farmers as there 
were no combines. Grain was cut with a binder. and 
sheaves were stooked. and hauled in by team to 
thresh. In 1949 he sold out and moved to Dryden. 
Ontario. as most of the children lived there at that 
time. I. Willie. was left here in Beausejour. Manitoba. 
Mother passed away in February of 1972. and is t 
buried in the Dryden Cemetery. while father is in a 
Kenora nursing home at the age of 92 years. ',:, 

By: William Krieger. 

" 



Karl Bialek Family History 

Karl Bialek was born in 1884 in Narol. Poland. 
the son of John and Katie (Wilgosh) Bialek. He 
married Rosalia Panek from Belzec. Poland. in 1906. 
A son. Stanley. died in infancy. 

Karl Bialek came to Canada with his mother. 
three brothers. and one sister. Another brother. Joe. 
remained in Poland. It was May. 1910. when they 
arrived in Winnipeg. Karl's brothers. Tom and John. 
took up jobs in the area. while brother. Albert and his 
wife. settled in Garson with Katie Bialek. Matilda 
married and settled in Winnipeg. 

Karl and Rosalia settled in Garson. Two months 
after arrival. a daughter. Frances. was born to them. 
They endured many years of hardship on the farm. 
They had eight more children: Bill. Mary. Carrie. 
Nellie (died at three weeks). Katie (died at five 
months). Stella. Walter and Joyce. 

When Karl died in 1930. Rosalia was left to raise 
their children alone. She worked very hard. in true 
pioneer spirit. 

Frances married Joe Winzinowich and settled 
in Cloverleaf. They had three children: Leonard. 
Florence and Irene. Irene and husband. Wes Sawchuk, 
still farm in the Cloverleaf area. Joe and Frances are 
now retired in Winnipeg. 

Bill Bialek (now Bailey). married Jean Zygarliski. 
They settled in Winnipeg where Bill had a construction 

company. They had four children: Evangeline. 
Edward. Rosemarie and Stella. Bill and Jean are 
retired in Winnipeg. 

Mary married Bill Czastkiewiecz. They farmed 
near Beausejour. They had four children: Helen. 
Leonard. Mary and Joe. Mary Czastkiewiecz died in 
1956. 

Carrie married Joe Sabatowski. They also 
farmed near Beausejour. They had three children: 
Helen. Edward and Shirley. Joe died in 1979. Carrie is 
retired on their farm near Beausejour. 

Stella married Mike Kawa. They settled in 
Sudbury. Ontario. They had three children: Larry. 
Sharon and Mallory. Mike Kawa died in 1981. Stella 
lives in Sudbury. 

Walter married Adeline Syrowitz. They settled 
on the same homestead owned by Karl and Rosalia. 
They had three children: Lawrence. Clarence and 
Beverley. 

Joyce Bialek became Sister Regina in 1946. She 
is now a Superior General in North Bay, Ontario. 

Rosalia Bialek lived on the farm with her son. 
Walter. and his family until she moved to the Arborg 
Nursing Home in 1964. She died six months later. 
The original 20 acres homesteaded by Karl and 
Rosalia Bialek is still owned and farmed by son. 
Walter Bialek. 

Stefaniuk Family History 

Eugene Stefaniuk was born in 1938 in Broken
head. He was born to John and Mary (nee Rogocki). 
John was born in 1900 in Austria and Mary was also 
born in Austria. John farmed and Mary was a home 
maker. John was born to Alex and Annie Stefaniuk. 
who also farmed for a living. Mary was born to Alex 
and Edna Rogocki. and they also farmed. The 
Stefaniuk's ethnic origin is Ukrainian and their religious 
affiliation is Ukrainian Catholic. Eugene married 
Patricia Relf. 

Patricia Gail Relf was born in 1941 in St. Ouens. 
She was born to Clement and Violet (nee Leah) Relf. 
Clement was born in 1911 in Sussex. England. Violet 
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was born in 1915 in Winnipeg. Manitoba. Clement 
was a brick layer and Violet was a home maker. 
Clement was born to George and Beatrice Relf. 
George was born in 1882 in England and Beatrice was 
born in 1882 in England. They farmed for a living. 
Violet was born to William and Alice Leah. William 
was born in 1881 in England and Alice was born in 
1881 in Wales. He was a painter and she was a home 
maker. The Relfs' ethnic origin is English and their 
main religious affiliation is Anglican. 

Eugene is a contractor and Patricia is a home 
maker. They have two children: Cole en. who married 
Mark Lewis. and Curtis. 



Singbeil Family History 

The first members of our family to come to 
Canada were Ludwig and Augustina. Ludwig was 
born in the province of Wolhynien in Russia in 1864. 
He married Augustina (maiden name was also Singbeil), 
born there as well, in 1865. As was customary they 
began a rather large family. They had a total of nine 
children: Roy, William, Lena, Olga, Fred, Edward, 
Adolph, August and Louie. 

After hearing of a better life and better farmland 
Ludwig decided to moved his family to Canada. They 
settled in Golden Bay and proceeded to clear a good 
deal of land by hand. Needless to say, it was an 
exciting moment when the virgin soil was turned over 
and they knew the first crop was soon to follow. They 
farmed here for many years until the 1940's when they 
began a well-earned retirement. 

Their eldest son, Reinhold (Roy), was born in 
Russia in 1889. When he was 24 he met Helena 
Jabush, born in Rosenfelt, Manitoba, in 1897. Helena 
with a gleam of mischief in her eye, claimed it was 
Roy's gold teeth that first caught her eye. Within the 
year they were married, on November 15, 1914. After 
the ceremony at the Golden Bay School they found 
themselves caught in a snowstorm. 

They made their first home in Beausejour. Here 
Roy worked as a bronc buster at Bethel's Livery 
Stables. He became quite well known for his skill 
with the horses. 

They later settled in Golden Bay on land Roy 
had purchased from his father. They raised six of 
their own children here: Herman, William, Erwin, 
Elsie, John and Leonard. In addition, when they were 
first married they took in Annie Sorocco. When 
Helena's youngest sister died, they took in her 
children, Lesley and Glen Caslake. When Roy's sister
in-law died, they took in her three children, Harold, 
Lloyd and Henry Singbeil. They also raised my 
mother and uncle, Rosemarie and Ronald Singbeil, 
when their mother passed away. In addition to all 
this, they cared for Ludwig and Augustina, after 
Ludwig was paralyzed by a stroke. 

Ludwig died in 1953 at 89 years of age and 
Augusina in 1957 at 92 years. 

Roy and Helena held open arms to anyone in 
need. Their supply of love seemed endless, and in 
fact was. As well they were active members of the 
Lutheran Church right up until their death, and it was 
their faith that brought them through many of the 
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difficult times they faced. 
After many years of hard work, they retired in a 

small home in Beausejour. Several years later, in 
1970, Helena lost her husband of 56 years. Helena 
joined her husband and several of her children in July 
of 1981. 

Their eldest son, Herman Singbeil, married 
Lena Briese and had two children, Rosemarie and 
Ronald. Rosemarie married Paul Baker and had three 
children: Duane, Lisa and Candace. Ron married 
Sharon Fuerst and had two children, Wendy and 
Darren. Herman, who was pre-deceased by his wife, 
Lena, died accidentally. 

William Singbeil married Olga Singbeil. They 
had two children, Elmer and Lynda. Elmer married 
Wendy (last name unknown) and had one child, 
Brenda. Lynda married Gerald Miller and had three 
children, Theresa, Roger and Andrea. 

Erwin Singbeil married Tillie Wasylenko and 
had five children, Judy, Donna, Barbara, Brenda and 
Tammy. Judy married Ronald Boomhower and had 
two children, Jennifer and Candice. Donna (Betty) 
married Martin (Marion) Dykalski and had one child, 
Elizabeth. Barbara married Victor Park and had two 
children, Darcy and Paula. Brenda married Mark 
Thompson and also had two children, Kristie and 
Curtis. Tammy married William Anderson. Erwin 
died of a hereditary disease in 1980. 

Elsie married Rudy Richter. She passed away 
suddenly in 1975. 

John married Gladys Obie and had five children: 
Larry, Dallas, Norma, Garland and Bonnie. Larry 
married Sandra Melgrem and had two girls, Kassy and 
Colleen. Dallas married George True and had two 
children, Trevor and Tracy. Norma married Brian Hay 
and had two children, Bryna and Shannon and one 
son, Ken, by her second husband, Ken Seymour, 
deceased. 

Leonard married Irene Reich and had three 
children, Faith, Roxanne and Christine. Faith married 
Ralph Suttorp and had three children, Leanna, Jacylyn 
and David. Roxanne married Albert Loewen and they 
have one child, Jolene. 

Although much of the family still resides in 
southern Manitoba, part of it is growing in Ontario as 
well. 

by Duane Baker. 



Young Family History 

The first members of the Young family to come 
to Canada were Jacob and his wife Louisa. They were 
of German descent from Austria. The only language 
they spoke was German. Jacob and Louisa farmed in 
the Thalberg area of Manitoba. 

Their son, John Young (1893), also farmed in 
this area. John married Mary Moser of Winnipeg on 
November 20, 1915. They had 11 children. 

Carrie married Charlie Miller and they live in 
Ontario; Dorothy married Mike Shady and she lives in 
Stead; Helen married Joe Gluting and they live in 
Winnipeg; Leonard married Irma Zirk and they live in 
Beausejour; Edna married Harold Klann; Harold married 
Inez Rach; Leona married Chuck Kramble; Marion 
married Rudy Friesen, and all of these children reside 
in Winnipeg; Loretta married Wally Sklepowich and 
they live in Arborg. 

Leonard was the only member of the family to 
remain in the area. He married Irma Zirk on September 

5,1953. Irma's grandparents and parents both farmed 
in the Stead area. Her grandparents were Ferdinand 
Zirk and Justine Sonnenburg, and Herman Patzer and 
Rosyna Hemminger. Irma's descendants were also 
German. Her parents, Louis and Lydia Patzer, were 
married on December 26, 1928. They farmed in Stead 
and then in Thalberg. 

Louis and Lydia had five children: Albert and 
Raymond, who are still working the family farm; Irma; 
Leona who married Bob Stubel; and Alma who 
married Ron Loeb. 

Leonard and Irma farmed in Thalberg until 
1960, moving then to the Town of Beausejour. Here 
Leonard worked as a custom carpenter until 1981 
when he was hired by the Town of Beausejour. They 
have one son, Allan, who was born on June 29,1954. 
Allan is the Grocery manager for the Co-op store in 
Beausejour. Allan married Alice Ott of Beausejour on 
August 9, 1980 and they reside in Beausejour. 

Shumila Family History 

My great grandfather, John Shumila, was born 
and lived in Bruchnel-Yaworiw, Austria. He and his 
wife had two sons, Steven and Bill. John died when 
he was young. Marcella, Steven, Bill and his bride 
moved to Canada in 1898. Bill and Katie brought their 
six month old son, John, with them, and Steven, who 
was twelve years younger, came alone as he was still 
single. 

It took them about six weeks, by boat, to arrive 
in Canada from the old country. They then took a 
train from Halifax to Winnipeg and here they stayed 
at the immigration office for two weeks. In the fall of 
1898, they bought a homestead in the heavily bushed 
area of the Brokenhead River. 

The main reason they moved to Canada was the 
scarcity of land in Austria. Here they had all the land 
they could afford. Their only problem was the 
language barrier. 

The first building was built in the fall of 1898. It 
was a one room, thatched roof house, just like they 
had in the old country. They built a bigger, three room 
house, of the same style, in 1900. This homestead 
was located NW 31-14-8 E. Bill and his wife soon 
moved out and located SW 31-14-8 E. 

Steven met Sadie Burak and they were married 
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in 1901. By this time they had a three room house, 160 
acres of land, horses and cows. 

In 1912 Bill and Katie moved to Saskatchewan. 
By train, he and his family went to Tisdale, which is 
near Swift Current. Bill had bought this property from 
a map. When he got to Tisdale, they found that his 
land was covered by a lake. Bill and Katie then had to 
purchase more property. 

Steven and Sadie were farmers in the Broken
head area. They had ten children. Henry is the oldest. 
He took an electrical course and moved to Chicago. 
Mary was the first girl in the line of ten. She did 
waitressing jobs in Winnipeg, Jasper, Atikokan, 
Portage la Prairie, Hudson and Banff between the 
years 1924 and 1938. She is now a rooming house 
operator in Winnipeg. Katie was Mary's twin sister, 
but she died at two months with the measles. Fred 
and William were farmers at Brokenhead. Anne was a 
waitress when she was young, and now lives in 
Vancouver. John, Paul and Peter were all farmers and 
they owned an implement dealership. The youngest 
daughter, Victoria, died at the age of four. 

Mary and William live in Winnipeg and Fred, 
John, Paul and Peter live in Beausejour. 

Submitted by: Pam Shumila. 



Bachman Family History 

William Bachman, a well-read and honorable 
gentleman, and his wife, arrived from Germany in the 
mid 1880's. They took out a homestead in the 
Ladywood area. Before coming to Canada, William 
had been an officer in the Prussian army, serving in 
the cavalry in the German War. 

The little schoolhouse a few miles north of 
Beausejour was originally named Bachman School 
after this pioneer, but during the anti-German hysteria 
of the First World War, it was changed to Cromwell 
School. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bachman and their daughter, 
Emma, moved into Beausejour in the early days of the 
original village. Mr. Bachman was on the first Village 

While he was mayor of the town a 
humorous event took place. It was 
instigated by Michael J. Hoban who was 
the town clerk at the time. Mike Hoban 
was known throughout the settlemen t as 
a practical joker. At the time a new 
jailhouse had been constructed with 
bricks from the local brick factory. It was 
located near the Town Hall on Park 
Avenue. At the official opening Mayor 

Council in 1909, and was elected Mayor when the 
Town was incorporated in 1912. 

Emma Bachman, their only daughter, married 
William Shaw Jr., son of William R. Shaw of the 
pioneer Shaw family. William Jr. operated a sawmill 
for a number of years one block south of Park Avenue 
on Second Street. His partner in the venture was 
Gervase Jones, son of Mrs. Frances Jones (nee Shaw). 
Frances was widowed early and later married Jack 
Hicks. 

During Mr. Bachman's retirement period he 
acted as truant officer of the local school board for 
many years. The Bachman home was a neat cottage 
on Second Street next to the school yard. 

Bachman and Chief Constable Thomas 
Deakin were making an inspection tour 
of it, and while they were inside, Mike 
Hoban locked the entrance door. Several 
hours passed with loud calls and threats 
emanating from the jail in a German
accented voice. Finally the door was 
opened and a fuming Mayor and Chief 
Constable were released. They were 
recorded as the first inmates of the jail. 

Witzke Family History 

Kenneth Henry Witzke was born on October 7, 
1943 in Winnipeg, Manitoba. He was born to Harold 
Arthur and Helen Eleanor (nee Baker) Witzke. Harold 
was born on July 26, 1917 in Green Bay. Helen was 
born on October 20, 1921 in Cromwell. They farmed 
for a living. Harold was born to Henry and Emilia (nee 
Tiese) Witzke. Henry was born on January 28, 1881 in 
Poland and Emilia was born on October 27, 1883 in 
Poland. They also farmed for a living. Helen was born 
to James and Helen (nee Strecker) Baker. James was 
born on March 17, 1894 in Poland and Helen was born 
on December 9, 1897 in Cracow, Poland. They 
farmed for a living. The Witzke's main ethnic origin is 
German and their religious affiliation is Lutheran. 
Kenneth Witzke married Darlene Sachvie. 

Darlene Eleanore Sachvie was born on January 
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19, 1949 in Winnipeg, Manitoba. She was born to 
Jacob and Mathilda (nee Topnik) Sachvie. Jacob was 
born on August 26, 1922 in Green Bay, Manitoba. 
Mathilda was born on March 1, 1920 in Hochstadt, 
Manitoba. He was a farmer and she was a housewife. 
Jacob was born to Edward and Mary (Freund) Sachvie. 
Edward was born on December 1,1883 in Berestovez 
Wolynien, Russia. They farmed for a living. Mathilda 
was born to Johann and Lydia (Oswald) Topnik. 
Johann was born on February 26, 1892 in Kleifeld, 
Manitoba and Lydia was born on April 8, 1900 in 
Friedensfeld, Manitoba. They also farmed for a living. 
The Sachvie's ethnic origin is German and their 
religious affiliation is Lutheran. 

Kenneth is a computer programmer and Darlene 
is a secretary. 



Garbolinski Family History 

Sabina Brenowski (born in 1891) at the age of 14 
had an early opportunity to display the determination 
and stubborness needed by the early Ukrainian 
pioneer. Immigrating to New York from her native 
Ukraine (Melnicia-Podilka, near Borschiv) in 1905, 
she was refused entry because of swollen glands in 
her throat. Her aunt in New York. who had sent her 
the fare, did not even see Sabina who was not allowed 
to leave the boat. In 1907, when she was 16, she 
immigrated again to Canada with the help of an uncle 
in Lockport, after having worked for two years in a 
hospital in Cracow to finance an operation on her 
throat. 

Orphaned at an early age, she had been separated 
from her brother. Only in later years did she hear from 
a John Brenowski in Soviet Ukraine who wondered 
whether he might be her brother. They were unable to 
determine a relationship, but continued to correspond 
as brother and sister until Sabina's death. 

In Winnipeg, Sabina worked as a servant. There 
she came across Alex Garbolinski (born 1890) who 
had immigrated from Melnicia-Podilka in 1908 with 
the help of his brothers, Fred, Mike and Andrew. A 
fourth brother, John, returned to the old country 
where he died at an early age. A sister and six other 
brothers remained in Ukraine. Like many other young 
Ukrainian men, Alex had been anxious to avoid mili
tary service with the Austrian army. In Winnipeg, he 
was employed by his brother, Fred, who owned a 
prosperous fuel yard, but several years after his 
marriage to Sabina in 1911, they took a homestead in 
Lowland, a swampy, unpromising area, but to them, 
as to most Ukrainians, the opportunity to finally own 
one's own land was irresistible. 

The Lowland farm remained in the family from 
1914 until 1964. It was farmed by Alex until he was 
hospitalized for tuberculosis in 1946, at which time it 
was farmed by his youngest son, John. Alex died in 
1954 and Sabina in 1978. Both are buried in the 
cemetery of st. John's Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Lowland. 

Alex and Sabina had six children: Mary, Lena, 
Ann, Mike, Nick and John. Because the boys were 
born later, the two oldest girls often went with their 
father to cut cords and were left in charge of the 
family farm when he went away to work. Mary and 
Lena learned to do men's work long before they 
learned the home-making skills for which they were 
so well-known in later years in Beausejour. 

The oldest daughter, Mary, born in 1912, married 
Peter Holyk of Springwell. They farmed the Holyk 
farm until 195 I, when they moved to Beausejour, and 
Pete bought the local poolroom, where he became 
well-known to several generations of school boys. 
Mary, in her own right, is a familiar figure at the 
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Gateway Restaurant, where she worked for years. 
Pete died in 1979. Their oldest son, John, remained 
on the family farm with his wife, Leona Cyncora, 
where they raised four children: Jim, Ken, Carol and 
Karen. Stanley married Anne Krawchuk of Lowland, 
raising two children, Don and Sharon. Stanley is a 
manager with Canadian Tire and lives in Winnipeg. 
Their daughter, Irene, married Neil Bruce of Beausejour. 
They presently reside in Ottawa, with their sons, Ian 
and Aiden, where Neil is with the civil service. The 
youngest son, Gordon, a boiler and machinery inspector 
with Royal Insurance Group, married Carol Wilson of 
Winnipeg. Gordon and Carol live in Winnipeg with 
their two children, Brenda and Greg. 

The second daughter, Lena (born 1914, died 
1980) married John Galay of Springwell and had three 
sons, Victor and Carl who are twins, and Ted. Her 
vivid memory and gift for story-telling inspired some 
plays written by her youngest son. Further details of 
her life can be found in the John Galayfamilyhistory. 

The third daughter, Ann (born 1916), married 
Mike Osadchuk of Libau. They farmed in the 
Springwell area, until ill health forced their move to 
Transcona in 1977. Their eldest daughter, Betty, 
married Ed Mamrocha of Allegra; they also reside in 
Transcona and Ed is employed at Canada Packers. 
They have three children, Brian, David and Cheryl. 
Brian is studying engineering at the University of 
Manitoba. The second daugher, Joyce, is married to 
George Murash of Lowland. They live on the family 
farm with sons, Darren and Alan. 

Alex's and Sabina's first son, Michael (born 
1918) married Mary Smerski of Gull Lake. They 
farmed in Lowland, and for many years, Mike sold 
Christmas trees in Winnipeg. He also worked as a 
contractor of pulp wood until they moved to Beause
jour in 1975. Mary works part-time at the Gateway 
Restaurant. Their eldest daughter, Jean, is married to 
Ed Wozny of Cook's Creek, where they live. Ed is a 
drywall applicator. A second daughter, Sally, a child 
and family service clerk at Beausejour, is married to 
Joe Schultz of Ladywood. Joe is a fibreglass applicator 
with Monarch Machinery of Winnipeg, driver and 
lives in Beausejour. The youngest daughter, Debbie, 
lives at home and works for Monarch Life in Winnipeg. 

The second son, Nick (born 1920), married 
Stella W oligroski of Lowland, and moved to Hamilton 
for two years. They returned to farm in the Springwell 
area, then moved to Beausejour in 1954 where Nick 
was well-known as a house painter and independent 
trucker. He was employed as a painter at Pinawa for 
12 years before his death in 1977. Stella is employed 
at the personal care home, and is active in church 
activities. Nick and Stella raised three children. Their 
daughter, Judy, is married to Denis Robbie, an 



electrical engineer. and son of the late. well-known 
Dr. Robbie of Beausejour. Judy originated and acted 
as the first coordinator of Day Care in Lac du Bonnet. 
and takes satisfaction from the fact that the programme 
is thriving after her departure. Judy and Denis live in 
Rothe say. New Brunswick. and are awaiting the 
arrival of their first child. The eldest son. Alan served 
with the R.C.M.P. for seven years. then took a leave to 
try his hand at the garage business in Alberta. He 
currently manages two stations. one at Pocahontas 
and the second at Hinton. The youngest son. Tom. 
has just finished high school and is about to enter the 
engineering programme at the University of Manitoba. 

The youngest son of Alex and Sabina. John 
(born 1925). married Adele Mamrocha of Allegra. 
After leaving the family farm in 1960. John and Adele 
moved to Beausejour. After several years at the Moss 
Plant. John began to work at Pinawa. and Adele works 
for the Agassiz School Board. He has become 
well-known to local residents for years as the source 

of their annual Christmas tree. John and Adele have 
continued to participate in activities in Lowland. 
helping to organize the annual picnic at St. John's 
Ukrainian Catholic Church on St. John the Baptist 
Day. which has become a reunion for the pioneer 
settlers of Lowland and their descendents. John and 
Adele have two children. Their eldest daughter. 
Dianne. married Brian Honke. and they live in Calgary 
where Brain works at insulating. Dianne has worked 
as an accountant. Dianne and Brian have two 
children. Beverley and Derek. A second daughter. 
Grace. is married to Glen Honke of Beausejour. where 
they currently live. Glen is a carpenter at Pinawa. 
Grace and Glen have one son. Bradley. and are 
awaiting the arrival of their second child. 

All in all. Alex and Sabina Garbolinski had 48 
direct descendents: six children. 18 grandchildren 
and 24 great grandchildren. The family roots. trans
planted from Ukraine. have taken hold firmly and 
flourished in Canada. 

Leiman Family History 

Jack and Emma (Weider) Leiman were married 
in May of 1914 in Winnipeg. Jack was born on 
November 8. 1889 in Saratatof. Russia. Jack left 
Russia in 1911 at the age of 22. Emma was born in 
1888 also in Russia. 

The Leimans lived in Winnipeg for several 
years before moving to Tyndall in 1918. They bought 
a piece of land. which was covered with bush 
northwest of Tyndall (it now belongs to Kazinas). 
They cleared the land so they could make a living off 
of it. Eventually. the Leimans purchased another 80 
acres. Jack worked as a carpenter for many years. 
when farming was difficult. 

Jack and Emma had nine children. Jake 
married Elsie Ehman. They have two children. Allan 
and Debbie. and they reside in Selkirk. Kay married 
Arnold Macauley. They have four children: Sharon. 
Wayne. Ron and Len. They reside in Dryden. Anne 
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married Jack Lawson. They have two children. Arlene 
and Bonnie. The Lawsons operate a grocery store in 
Garson. Fred married Gladdis Anderson. They have 
two children. Kimberly and Grant. and they also 
reside in Garson. Mel married Norma Warren and 
they live in Winnipeg. George married Janice Kopp. 
They have three children. Barry. David and Donna. 
They reside in Tyndall. Henry married Lil Rowan and 
they have two children. Dale and Darryl. They live in 
Kelowna. B.C. Bill married Bonnie Emerson and they 
reside in Winnipeg. Marge married Bernie Schroeder. 
They had two children. Diane and Mark. Marge later 
married Eugene Jeski and they have one son. Gerald. 
They live in Winnipeg. 

On September 6. 1967. Emma passed away at 
the age of 79. Jack remained in his home until his 
death on December 11.1979. at the age of 90. 

By: Anne Lawson. 

i:. 



Zabrocki Family History 

George Zabrocki came to Canada in 1921 from 
the City of Borcgow in the Western Ukraine. His 
father, Wasyl Zabrocki, was a shoemaker who had 
several men working for him while he took shoes to 
the market. Wasyl Zabrocki was orphaned when he 
was about six years old but he worked hard and 
brought himself to the point where he could afford to 
build one of the finest houses in the city. The house 
he built was of brick and had a large garden with many 
fruit trees and walnut trees. In those days marriages 
were arranged by parents, and so it was arranged for 
Wasyl to marry Magdalena Kulczycki, the daughter of 
the Secretary of the City. Petro Kulczycki was a 
landowner as well as a city official and George can 
remember many visits to the farm, on horseback, with 
his grandfather to check on the farm. 

Wasyl and Magdalena were married in 1905, 
after he finished his army service, and in 1909 he 
went alone to Canada to see what the new world had 
to offer. He came to Winnipeg because he knew some 
people who lived there. In 1910 he went back to the 
Ukraine and then came back to Canada in the same 
year. He found that he preferred the life style in 
Canada to the one he left behind. While Wasyl was in 
Canada, Magdalena and son George (who had been 
born in 1909) lived in the city in their fine house. 
When war spread through Russia, the army came and 
occupied their house so they had to go and live with 
Petro Kulczycki, her father. Both father and mother 
died in the great flu epidemic of 1918, within hours of 
each other. Fortunately, Magdalena and George did 
not have to leave her father's house but they had a 
very hard time keeping body and soul together for the 
next three years. 

It was the custom in a Ukrainian household to 
keep the bread on the table, covered with a towel. 
Each time the occupying army came to the house to 
check it, they took half of what the people had. 
During the course of a day the house might be 
checked two or three times and each time half of the 
food was taken. George remembers his mother 
making bread of cornmeal and mixing in sa wd ust to 
make it go further. When George was about eight 
years old a Russian soldier was riding on horseback 
with George. They came to the gate. The soldier said 
to George "Open it." George said, "I am too small." So 
the soldier got off George's horse and opened the 
gate. George rode through the gate but did not stop 
for the soldier to get on. The soldier called for him to 
stop but he didn't because he didn't want the soldier 
to take his horse. The soldier shot and hit George in 
the leg. George hid in the garden (gardens were acres 
large) for three days and then went to a neighbour's 
house. He was very wise in his choice because there 
were soldiers at his house waiting for him. In a few 
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days time they gave up waiting and went away. Then 
George came home. 

Another time the soldiers came and took him to 
be a munitions boy. His mother did not take kindly to 
this idea and followed the army and pestered the 
commanding officer into letting George go back 
home. 

In 1921 Wasyl was going to return to the 
Ukraine. It must have been a very hard decision for 
him to make because he wanted to see his family, who 
he hadn't seen for 11 years, but he knew what a hard 
life they had and he didn't want to go back to that. He 
sent money to his family, hidden inside post cards 
many times to make certain it wasn't stolen by the 
new government. Wasyl decided to go back to the 
Ukraine. He packed his bags and went to the station. 
Once there, in the station, he changed his mind, 
returned to his room and sent the fare to bring his wife 
and son to Canada. 

Before getting on board a ship to Canada, 
Magdalena and George had to wait six months in 
Warsaw, Poland. When their turn came to leave, they 
had to go through steam baths, have their hair cut 
very short and have their clothes sterilized. Then it 
was straight on to the ship. The ocean crossing took 
14 days, three of which were very rough. Magdalena 
was sick throughout the voyage but George felt no 
such ill effects and ran all over the ship making a 
nuisance of himself (his own words). At one time the 
sea was very rough and he would have been washed 
overboard had it not been for a screen that caught 
him. 

The ship docked in Halifax and they took a train 
to Winnipeg. As they travelled through the Maritimes, 
Quebec and Ontario, George kept wondering "where 
is all the farm land?". Once in Winnipeg, they settled 
in a house on Pritchard Avenue and later moved to 
Burrows. George went to St. Nicholas Church School 
for four years, then to King Edward for four years then 
to Isaac Newton High School. The year he left school 
he went to Saskatchewan in August to get work 
harvesting. He worked for a good man who had him 
back for five years. He came back to Winnipeg after 
harvesting and worked at Canada Packers for two 
years then set up a meat market business in partner
ship with Walter Harrison in 1933. Shortly before 
this,in the fall of 1932 George went to Toronto but 
could not find work there. However, he did find a girl. 
He met Anne Woligrocki at a party given by his 
cousin. Anne was born in 1911, the daughter of 
Michael Woligrocki and Mary Mickoluff. At the age 
of 13 she left home to go to work. She worked in 
Winnipeg and then went to Toronto where she met 
George. When Anne returned to Winnipeg she met 
George again and this time he decided that he 



wouldn't let her get away again. They were married in 
October of 1935 and had one son, Ray, in 1937. 
George sold his share of the meat market in 1938. 
After this he went to work for the Winnipeg School 
Board parks as a playground instructor and then 
moved to the steam engineering department. Anne 
worked at Swifts until a few months before Ray was 
born then Anne and Magdalena operated a grocery 
store for about a year. When Ray was about two years 
old, Anne went to work at Sterling Cloak as a sewing 
machine operator. 

In 1956 George and Anne left jobs behind and 
ventured into the business world again. They bought 
the Bus Depot in Beausejour and operated it until 

1962. They sold it and moved back to Winnipeg 
planning to retire. However, their plans did not 
succeed and in three years they were back in business. 
They bought a grocery store - apartment block and 
operated the grocery store. While they were there 
their son and daughter-in-law returned to Beausejour 
and the Bus Depot and re-opened it in 1967. George 
and Anne sold out and retired to a little house in 
Beausejour and were quite content there until Anne's 
death in 1980. George still lives there. Raymond and 
Melvina Zabrocki and their two children, David and 
Sandra, still own and operate the Depot Lunch 
Restaurant. 

Hutniak Family History 

The H utniak family has lived in the Brokenhead 
area since the early 1900's when Harry Hutniak, born 
on February 15, 1882 in the Ukraine, migrated from 
the village of Brody to Brokenhead where he joined 
his brothers, Tom and Mike, in farming along the 
river. 

In 1918 Harry married Mary Oneschuk, who 
was born on July 23, 1895 in the Ukraine. Mary had 
arrived in Canada at the age of 15. Harry and Mary 
raised five children: Anne Ferens of Beausejour, 
Margaret Chorney of Brokenhead, Teenie Gmiterek of 
Allegra, Elsie Chryplywy of Beausejour and John 
Hutniak of Brokenhead. 

John Hutniak, born in Brokenhead on December 
11, 1922, married Mary Stilkowski, born on November 
4, 1927, in Thalberg, Manitoba. Mary was born to 
Wasyl (born on February 11, 1898 in Galica, Austria) 
and Sophie (Dwornik, born on May 5, 1902, also in 
Austria) Stilkowski. 

The Hutniaks were of Ukrainian Catholic des
cent and the Stilkowskis were of Ukrainian and Polish 
descent. 

John and Mary have lived in Brokenhead for 
36 years. Fourteen of those years were at Dencross, 
where they owned and operated a B.A. (Gulf) service 
station and farm supply service. John was also a 
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private truck operator. 
At present John and Mary live on a farm in 

Brokenhead. John is also a bus driver with the 
Agassiz School Division and Mary is employed at East 
Gate Lodge. 

John and Mary have three sons, Donald, David 
and Myron. Donald and his wife, Bonny, and their 
daughter, Sara-Dawn, reside in Selkirk. Donald is a 
teacher in the Lord Selkirk School Division. David 
and his wife, Sandra, and their daughter, Kristin 
Michelle, reside in Denver, Colorado, where David is 
employed with Great West Life Assurance Company. 
Myron is presently residing in Edmonton, Alberta, 
and works for Calgary Power. 

John and Mary Hutniak have both been involved 
with community activities throughout the years. 

John was a school trustee and chairman of the 
former Brokenhead School District and they were also 
involved in the Brokenhead 4-H Seed Club as leaders. 
They were members of the former Brokenhead Holy 
Trinity Church, which is now located on the Beause
jour Centennial grounds. John and Mary are presently 
members of Holy Ghost Ukrainian Church in Beause-
jour. 

Brokenhead is a good place to live and raise a 
family. 



Rosentreter Family History 

Edward Rosentreter. born in Russia on October 
11. 1888. was the fifth child of John and Rosalia 
Rosentreter. The other children were: August. 
Herman. Hilda. Minnie. Tillie and Dan. 

John. the father. arrived first from Russia in 
1909 and set up a temporary home for his family at 
Arnprior. Ontario. Rosalia and the children followed 
in 1910. They then continued west following the 
harvesting. In 1918 John and Rosalia eventually 
settled on a farm four and a half miles south of 
Beausejour. 

Edward married Mary Sepke (who was born on 
June 14. 1902 in Brown. Manitoba to Fred and Atilia 
(nee Walske) Sepke) on July 24. 1920 in Morden. 
Manitoba. Pastor G. A. Winger officiated. He then 
brought his bride to the family homestead. It was 
here that Ed and Mary raised 10 children. helping the 
parents and brother Dan with the farm work. As well 
as farming. Ed trapped to provide the necessities for 
his family. 

Ed and Mary Rosentreter's family include: 
Henry (Heinz). Annie. Sam. Lydia. Carl (Chuck). Alma. 
John. Kenneth. Richard and Eleanor. One child. 
Albert. died in infancy. 

Edward died October 24. 1945. Mary was 
remarried on November 22. 1947. in Winnipeg to Fred 
Dublestein. She and her second husband remained 
on the Rosentreter homestead where she still lives 
today. Fred Dublestein passed away on January 8. 
1969. 

Henry (Heinz) the eldest child married Esther. 
daughter of Fred and Elsie Schultz of White mouth. 
Manitoba. in 1948 in the Zion Lutheran Church by 
Pastor Moertalmeyer. They were blessed with one 
son. Wayne. Four years were spent in Schreiber. 
Ontario. and then 12 years were spent in Winnipeg. 
They then moved to Vancouver where they still 
reside. 

Annie Rosentreter married Bill Henschel in 
Winnipeg on December 23. 1941. Bill. the youngest 
son of Emil and Bertha Henschel, came from River 
Hills. Manitoba. Ann and Bill were blessed with four 
children: Kenneth. Karen. Leslie and Kimberly. They 
lived for many years in Beausejour. In 1967 they 
moved to Winnipeg where they now reside. 

Sam married Shirley Penny. daughter of George 
and Marjorie Penny of Souris. Manitoba. They were 
married at the John Black Memorial Church in 
Winnipeg on February 8. 1958 and were blessed with 
three children: Edward. Dale and Tracy. The Sam 
Rosentreter family now reside in Billevue. Washington. 
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Lydia Rosentreter married Peter Peters. son of 
Jacob and Susan Peters of Morden. Manitoba. on 
September 30. 1950 in the Zion Lutheran Church in 
Beausejour. Pastor Moertalmeyer officiated and this 
union was blessed with their children: Robert. 
Rodney, Brenda and Donna. They presently reside 
in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

Carl (Chuck) and Jean were married on June 23. 
1956 in the Beulah Baptist Church in Winnipeg by 
Reverend Forbes. Jean is the daughter of Olga and 
Rudy Germain of Beausejour. This union was blessed 
with four children: Jeanette. James. Elaine and 
David. They are currently living in the rural area of 
St. Quens, Manitoba. 

Alma Rosentreter and Tony Bergman. son of 
Isaac and Anna Bergman of Morden. Manitoba. were 
married in Beausejour at the Zion Lutheran Church 
on June 1. 1951 by Pastor Moertalmeyer. They were 
blessed with three children: Douglas. Barbara. and 
Janice. Tony and Alma reside in Beausejour at 
present. 

John was united in marriage to Jo Anne on June 
18. 1964 in the Grace Lutheran Church by Pastor A. 
Koslawsky. Jo Anne is the youngest daughter of 
Bruno and Bernice Roscoe of Winnipeg. John and Jo 
Anne were blessed with five children: Craig. Audra. 
Dean. Tania and Marcie. Their home is the original 
homestead. 

Kenneth and Geraldine. daughter of Peter and 
Anne Lukwecki. were married by Pastor Hamilton in 
the John Black Memorial Church in Winnipeg on 
April 25. 1964. Their marriage was blessed with the 
birth of: Lana. Diana and Wade. They reside in 
Dugald. Manitoba. 

Richard and Carol, daughter of Bill and Pearl 
Warren of Great Falls. Manitoba. were united in 
marriage on August 15. 1962 in the Grace Lutheran 
Church by Pastor Kaeppal. Richard and Carol were 
blessed with Lisa. Darcy and Bruce and they reside 
three and a half miles south of Beausejour. 

Eleanor. youngest daughter in the family. married 
Lloyd. son of Walter and Ila Johnson of Carman. 
Manitoba. They were wed by Pastor Threinen in the 
Grace Lutheran Church on May 8. 1970 and are 
blessed with Gavin. Sean and Bridget. Eleanor. Lloyd 
and family are living in Grand Centre. Alberta. 

Mary and the late Edward Rosentreter were not 
only blessed with 11 children. but now have 33 
grandchildren and to date there are eight great 
grandchildren. 

:~: 



Graves Family History 

Gerald William Graves was born on May IS, 
1938 in Welwyn, Saskatchewan. Gerald was born to 
George William and Wilma Edith (nee Barron) Graves. 
George was born on May 19 1905 in Kirkby, England. 
He was employed as a farmer and later a transit bus 
driver. Wilma was born on November 26, 1908 in 
Purves, Manitoba. George was born to George and 
Charlotte (nee Powell) Graves. George was born on 
May 7, 1874 in Trusthorpe, England. Charlotte was 
born on March 14,1877 in Bromley, England. George 
was a railway man and farmer and Charlotte was a 
homemaker. Wilma was born to James and Myrtle 
(Fred) Barron. James was born on June 20, 1871 in 
Waulkmills Banfeshire, Scotland. Myrtle was born on 
January 26,1885 in Veronamills, U.S.A. James was a 
farmer and Myrtle was a home maker. English was the 
main ethnic origin of the Graves family and they are 
of United Church religion. Gerald Graves married 
Winnifred Charlton. 

Winnifred Ann Charlton was born on August 2, 
1938 in Winnipeg, Manitoba. She was born to 

Norman and Winnifred Elizabeth (nee Stobart) Charlton. 
Norman was born on June 14, 1893 in Newcastle on 
Tyne, Northumberland, England and Winnifred was 
born on August 29, 1909 in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
Norman was a carpenter and Winnifred was a home 
maker. Norman was born to Joseph and Annie (nee 
Pigg) Charlton. Joseph was born in England in 1839 
and Annie was born in England in 1851. Joseph was a 
millwright and Annie was a homemaker. Winnifred 
was born to Matthew and Dorothy (nee Anderson) 
Stobart. Mattew was born on September 30, 1884 in 
Northumberland, England. Dorothy was born on July 
14,1884 in Sacriston Durham, England. Mattewwas a 
painter and decorator and Dorothy was a home 
maker. The Charltons were English people and of 
United religion. 

Gerald and Winnifred Graves were the first of 
their family to arrive in Beausejour. Gerald is an 
insurance agent and Winnifred is a bookkeeper and 
homemaker. 

Porhownik Family History 

Lawrence John Porhownik was born on October 
22, 1939 in Selkirk, Manitoba. His parents were John 
and Mary (nee Drobot) Porhownik. John was born on 
December 28, 1911 in NaroI, Poland. Mary was 
born on March 29, 1918 in Pinewood, Ontario. John 
was a machinist and Mary was a civil servant. John 
was born to Conrad and Mary (nee Yaremchuk) 
Porhownik. Conrad was born in 1877 in L viv, Ukraine 
and Mary was born in 1880 in Lviv, Ukraine. He was a 
farmer and she was a housewife. Mary was born to 
John and Anastasia (nee Gowriliuk) Drobot. John was 
born in 1887 in Austria and Anastasia was born on 
May 15,1897 in Winnipeg. John was a railway worker 
and farmer and Anastasia was a housewife. The 
Porhowniks religious affiliation is United and their 
ethnic origin is Ukrainian. Lawrence Porhownik 
married Carolyn Schneider. 

Carolyn Jean Schneider was born on November 

698 

9, 1946 in Stratford, Ontario. Her parents are Kenneth 
Rae and Viola May (nee Gross) Schneider. Kenneth 
was born on May 19, 1921 in Gadshill, Ontario and 
Viola was born on September 1, 1920 in Normanby 
township, Grey County, Ontario. Kenneth was employed 
as a salesman and Viola a sales clerk. Ken's parents 
were Conrad Charles and Lydia Wilhelm Schneider. 
Conrad was born on November 16, 1899 in Perth 
County, Ontario. He was a farmer and she was a 
housewife. Viola was born to George Lorens and 
Sarah Amanda (nee Durst) Gross. George was born on 
December 3, 1884 in Bluth County, Ontario and Sarah 
was born on April 27 ,1889 in Huron County, Ontario. 
George was a minister and Sarah was a housewife. 
The Schneider's ethnic origin is German and their 
religious affiliation is United. 

Lawrence and Carolyn Porhownik run the 
Garson Grocery Store. 



James Storsley Family History 

James Storsley came to the United States in the 
year 1863 at the age of 12 years with his parents, three 
sisters, and one brother: Knute, Isabel, Margaret and 
Julianna, from Norway. They settled in Wisconsin. 
Isabel married Thomas Anderson and moved to 
Minnesota. Margaret married Edward Hoff, an En
glishman. They moved to Saskatchewan. Julianna 
married Thomas Obie and moved to North Dakota. 
Knute was later killed in an accident. He did not keep 
in touch with his sisters, although they knew where 
he lived and some of his nephews visited him in 
Canada. In Wisconsin the family went into the dairy 
business. 

After his parents passed away, he sold the dairy 
and property in Wisconsin, and moved to Minnesota 
Idaho, Iowa, South Dakota and then to North Dakota. 
There he farmed many years and accumulated over 
1000 acres of land. In North Dakota he took up the 
horse breeding business. He had a sizable herd of 
Percheron horses that were sold and also used on the 
farm. 

Then, at the tum of the century, he sold all his 
land and most of his horses and came to Canada. He 
bought a farm near Meadows, Manitoba. He farmed 
there a while, and also opened a general store. The 
store business was a failure. He gave too much credit, 
and some of the customers were not too honest. One 
spring his farm was completely flooded. There was a 
lot of snow that winter, the land was level and there 
was little or no drainage. So the crop was put in late. 
In 1903 he sold part of his farm in Meadows and 
traded a half section for a half section of land 25-12-
7E southeast of Beausejour, Manitoba, now owned by 
Martin Nolt. 

When he moved to Canada he brought some 
brood mares, a stallion, mules and his farm mach
inery. He started horse breeding again and raised 
some very fine percheron horses. He also raised a 
team of mules that proved almost impossible to 
restrain. They made many run ways and broke 
wagons and harnesses. They were put through many 
indurance tests on the hay-press. Mr. Storsley 
shipped many car loads of pressed hay to Winnipeg. 

There was a lot of bush on this farm, so he 
employed many men clearing land. He also supplied 
many of the Beausejour residents with their winter 
supply of meat. This he butchered himself with hired 
help, and delivered to their doors. 

Mr. Storsley had the first steam powered engine 
and 38 inch Case separator threshing outfit in the 
area. Later the steam engine was sold and a 45 HP 
Interntional gasoline engine was bought. This elim
inated the "water-man" and the "fire man". The fire 
man had to get the firewood as that was the fuel used. 

He had various housekeepers. One of them was 
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Adeline Wurch, whom he married in 1911. They had 
eight children: Linda (Mrs. Melvin Obie), Annie (Mrs. 
David Newman), Isabel (Mrs. Charles Anderson) of 
Los Angeles, California, William and Orpha (twins) -
Orpha (Mrs. Jim Redisky) in B.C., Mildred (Mrs. Art 
Brady) of Salem, Oregon, U.S.A., Nelson, and Violet 
(Mrs. J. Leiman) in Winnipeg. 

In June, 1921, a devastating cyclone 
hit the area, uprooting and blowing down 
trees, chicken houses, hog sheds, homes 
and barns. One could hear a far distant 
roll of thunder, then before the windows 
could be shut, the fury of the wind and 
hail came on. It was said that children 
sleeping upstairs exclaimed "Let's go 
down, let's go down, the house is coming 
down". One of the older ones replied "Not 
yet. What you hear falling are just the 
bricks from the chimney. We11 wait until 
something more frightening or terri
fying happens." It wasn't bricks falling. It 
was the huge hail stones rolling down the 
roof of the house. 

Some people ran outside to shut barn doors 
and hen houses, but never made it back to the house. 
They took shelter in sheds and barns until the storm 
passed. Fortunately, not any of these buildings were 
blown down. On one farm a log house was blown 
down, a baby was killed, and the mother lay half 
naked with a badly broken and twisted leg until the 
morning when the neighbours went to see how she 
had fared through the storm. Her husband was 
working in Winnipeg and came home on weekends. A 
newly built hay rack was picked up off the wagon as it 
had been backed up against the bam and carried into 
the woods more than one quarter of a mile away. 
There was not a useable piece of board left in it. It was 
left there in the woods until more land was cleared 
and the wreckage removed with the brush. This storm 
covered a 10 mile path. So many window panes were 
broken, that the lumber dealer ran out of window 
glass and people had to wait for a new shipment to 
arrive. 

James Storsley was always conscious about 
having his children attend school. 

In the spring of the year the water ran off and 
drainage was very slow. A part of the dirt road was 
inundated for a quarter of a mile. The water came up 
to the axle of the democrat (the vehicle used to haul 



the milk). It was indeed a heavy load with four 
children, the driver, Jim, and three eight-gallon cans 
of milk, to haul through mud and water. Many times 
he would unload the children when he got to the 
railroad crossing and turn around and pick up the 
neighbours children and convey us all to higher 
ground. 

One day he met an acquaintance who called out 
to him, "Jim are them those all your kids?" His reply 
was "Yup" with humor. (There were six of the 
neighbour's children in the wagon box.) One of his 
children exclaimed, "Oh no papa they are not." He 
said, that was alright, the fellow was just joking 
anyway. 

The railroad track was the shortest route to 
school, and was used winter and summer. During the 
coldest months of the winter, the children drove to 
school, unloading the milk at the railway station, and 
the horse was stabled in the livery barn. The Livery 
barn was then owned by David and William Bethel. 
One winter there was not enough room in the livery 
barn. The horse was then stabled at William Gret
singer's blacksmith shop. A foot warmer was used to 
keep the driver's feet warm. Live coals were used to fill 
the metal unit, and it would keep you warm for several 
hours. Bricks also were heated in the oven or on top 
of the kitchen stove and were a very satisfactory 
heating system, under a goatskin driving robe. 

Many times in winter the roads were so badly 
drifted up that the one horse cutter often upset and a 
quantity of milk spilled. It was a problem to get 
enough water supply for the large herd of cattle, 
horses and the household. Several wells were hand 
dug to the depth of 40 feet or more. The wells were 
full of water in the spring and early summer, but 

went dry during the hot summer. Livestock was 
watered at a neighbour's place whose well was drilled, 
and there was an ample supply of water. Water had to 
be hauled for the household. The neighbour had a flat 
rate charge per month for the water. A well driller was 
a hard thing to get, as there just weren't many around. 
Finally, two men who had formed a company were 
contacted. They came in the month of November and 
took their time, and only worked a few hours per day. 
some days when they thought it was too cold, they did 
not start up the drilling rig at all. They were well 
satisfied with themselves, as they had free room and 
board. Finally in mid March they went to work more 
earnestly and at the end of March they said that they 
had struck enough water now at 90 some feet or so. 
What a relief not having to haul water anymore, nor 
to drive the livestock to the neighbout's well. Hauling 
water had been done by stoneboat and two huge 
wooden barrels. 

Haying was always a long drawn out season, as 
all the hay (loose) was hand forked onto a hayrack, 
and hauled into the hayloft, with a huge 10ft hay lift 
fork. The large barn 10ft was filled to capacity. The 
rest was hand stacked in the hay yard. Several men 
were hired during the haying season, one man was 
hired year round. 

A Storsley family reunion was held in July, 
1975. The oldest family member was Mrs. Nettie 
Anderson of North Dakota, a niece of James Storsley, 
aged 87 years. The youngest member was his great 
granddaughter, Darcie Lee-Ann Buss, aged 10 days. 

James Storsley passed away on May 5, 1925 and 
was buried in the Beausejour Cemetery. 

By: Annie Storsley Newman. 

Joseph Steffes Family History 

Joseph Peter Steffes of West Chicago, Ill., 
U.S.A., and Mary A. Besch of Winfield, Ill., U.S.A., 
were married in St. John the Baptist R. C. Church of 
Winfield, Ill., on March 29, 1910. They came to 
Canada on April 10, 1910, settling on a farm eight 
miles northeast of Beausejour. As they brought along 
horses and machinery to help start their farming, all 
had to come by freight train, with Joseph and his 
helper, Mr. F. KIien, riding along with the stock to 
look after it. 

Mary and her sister-in-law, Anna Steffes, left a 
few days later by passenger train. They arrived in 
Winnipeg at the same time as Joseph, Mr. Klien, and 
the stock. 

Then they went to Beausejour together, stayed 
overnight at the Beausejour Hotel, and the next day 
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went out to the farm. 
Joseph and Mary raised a daughter and two 

sons. In 1919 they built their new house on the farm 
which was their pride and joy. In 1930 their daughter, 
Lillian married Julian Ilchena. They now live in 
Beausejour. In 1940 their son, John, married Clara 
Strecker. They now live in Green Bay. In 1942 their 
son, Lawrence, married Mary Urbanski. They now 
live on the farm at the old homestead and in the same 
house that was built in 1919. 

Then, in 1951, Joseph and Mary Steffes moved 
to Beausejour, on Dale Avenue, where they lived until 
Joseph passed away in 1957. Mary stayed on at the 
same house until 1971, when she moved to the Lion's 
Lodge Senior Citizen's Home, and is still living there 
today. 



Eckert Family History 

Harry A. Eckert was born on March 21, 1931 in 
Green Bay. He was born to Edward and Ottlllia (nee 
Lentz) Eckert. Edward was born on June 29, 1888 in 
Volenian. Ottlllia was born on September 3, 1899 in 
Green Bay. Edward and Ottlllia farmed. Edward's 
parents were Martin and Gustavina Eckert. Ottlllia's 
parents were Gottlieb and Pauline Lentz. The Eckerts 
are of German origin and of Lutheran religion. Harry 
Eckert married Alice Ruth Reckseidler. Harry is 
employed as a labourer for Canada Packers and Alice 
is a housewife. 

Alice was born on March 15, 1934 in Beause
jour to August A. and Lillian R (nee Milbrandt) 
Reckseidler. August was born on January 29, 1908 in 
Green Bay to Dinegott and Henriette Reckseidler. 
Dinegott was born in Russia in 1854 and Henriette in 
1864. August was employed as an engineer. Lillian 
was born on April 11, 1915 in Tomahawk, Alberta to 
Roy and Hilda Milbrandt. Roy was born on February 
24, 1890 in Russia and Hilda was also born in Russia 
on February 13, 1895. The Reckseidlers are of German 
origin and of Lutheran religion. 

Graham Family History 

Joseph Graham married Annie Allan in 1903 in 
Scotland. They had eight children; four boys and four 
girls. Joseph came to Canada in 1907. 

Jock was born in Scotland. He came to Canada 
with his mother in 1909. Jock passed away in 1921. 
Twins were Jean and Joseph. Joseph died at six 
months of age. 

Jean married William Gustafson and they had 
two children, Douglas and Richard. Mr. Gustafson 
passed away in 1949 and Jean married Edwin Anderson 
and they had three children: Gale, Ed and Rocky. 
Jean passed away in 1969. 

Nancy was born in 1912. She married Mike 

Wasney and they had three children: Wayne, Eileen 
and Allan. Anne was born in 1914. She married Cyril 
England in 1940 and they had one son, Robert. They 
resided in Kenora, but later moved to Thunder Bay, 
where Anne passed away in 1978. 

Joseph was born in 1919. He married Kay 
Medal in 1955 and they have one daughter, Joan, and 
they reside in Winnipeg. 

Edith was born in 1921. She married Alfred 
White in Geraldton, Ontario and they had two girls, 
Nancy and Patricia. Edith passed away in 1955. Two 
other children died in infancy. 

Sobetski Family History 

Karl Sobetski was born on November 24, 1946 
in st. Boniface, Manitoba. He was born to Michael 
and Mary (nee Gmitrowski) Sobetski. Michael was 
born on September 19, 1912 in Ladywood, Manitoba. 
Mary was born on December 24, 1927 in the RM. of 
Brokenhead. Michael was a farmer and Mary a 
nurse's aide. Michael was born to Kingrod and 
Justina (nee Feduik) Sobetski. He was born in 1880 in 
Ternopol, Ukraine and Justina was born in 1879 in the 
Ukraine. Mary was born to Stanley and Ann (nee 
Koshley) Gmitrowski. He was born in 1894 in Poland 
and she was born in 1905 in Selkirk. The Sobetskis 
main ethnic origins are Polish and Ukrainian and 
their religious affiliation is Catholic. Karl Sobetski 
married Beverley Halayko. 

Beverley Halayko was born on July 24, 1949 in 
St. Boniface, Manitoba. She was born to John and 
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Josephine (nee Barski) Halayko. John was born on 
December 10, 1909 i.n the RM. of Brokenhead. 
Josephine was born on July 4, 1924 in the RM. of 
Brokenhead. John was a farmer and Josephine was a 
housewife. John was born to Stanley and Petronella 
(nee Siekerski) Halayko. Stanley was born in 1868 in 
Galicia, Western Ukraine. They immigrated to Canada 
in 1895. Josephine was born to Klemens and 
Teodozya (nee Stryk) Barski. Klemens was born on 
December 10, 1879 in Galicia, Western Ukraine and 
Teodozya was born on January 8, 1889 in Galicia, 
Western Ukraine. They immigrated to Canada in 
1895. The Halaykos ethnic origins are Polish and 
Ukrainian and their religious affiliation is Roman 
Catholic. 

Karl is a farmer and Beverley is a secretary. 



Lavoie Family History 

Three members of the Lavoie family taught at 
Beausejour. 

Elzear Lavoie was born in Rimouski, P.Q. in 
1905, and came to St. Boniface College where he 
obtained a Bachelor of Arts. He trained as a teacher 
and taught at Somerset, Manitoba, where he was a 
principal. While there he met and married Isabel 
Magne, who was also a teacher. Along came baby 
Delores in 1933. The family then moved to Tyndall 
where Mr. E. Lavoie taught for a few years. Then Mr. 
Lavoie began to teach at Beausejour, and Carmen was 
born in 1934. The family then moved to a little yellow 
house across the street from the present Elementary 
School. Mr. Lavoie taught there until 1938 when he 
unfortunately caught Scarlet Fever during an epidemic, 
and died from it in February of 1938. He is buried in 
the R.c. Cemetery at Beausejour. 

Mrs. Lavoie, now left with two small girls, 
decided to go back to teaching in Beausejour. Many 
students probably remember her as their grade four 
teacher, teaching the multiplication facts, or even 
playing Danish baseball at recess time. Mrs. Lavoie 
taught there for eight years until 1946. 

Carmen Kolt Remembers ... 
As a former resident of Beausejour 

and with many fond childhood memories I 
thought I would put down a few which 
might jar a few memories. Do you remembeI? 
- The cinder roads all over town. 
- When Pitch's Store was the last building 

on the town's outskirts. 
- When Langners' made and sold well 

rounds. 
- When Mr. Gretzinger and then Mr. Wilgosh 

had the blacksmith shop one half block 
away from school. and had teams of 
horses driving up to get grain ground for 
feed. 
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The family moved away to Notre Dame de 
Lourdes when Mrs. Lavoie remarried. The girls 
completed grade six and grade eight at Beausejour. In 
time Dolores and Carmen grew up, went to University, 
and became teachers too. The oldest decided to teach 
in Beausejour around 1955. Dolores left Beausejour 
to become a nun with the White Sisters in Africa. She 
still works in Libongue, Malawi, as a teacher and 
organizer of religious programs for the diocese. 

Mrs. Lavoie Ronceray returned to teaching in 
St. Boniface for another 12 years. She retired at 67 
years of age after teaching some 32 years. She 
enjoyed good health, gardening and her six grand
children, until she passed away in April of 1978 from 
cancer. 

Carmen, the youngest daughter, taught for 
three years and married Stanley Kolt, also a teacher. 
They have six children: Mark, Alain, Dolores, Glenn, 
Marielle and Lysianne, and reside in the Norwood 
area of Winnipeg. Stanley teaches for the City of 
Winnipeg and Carmen keeps the home running and 
still comes to Beausejour to tend her father's grave. 

By: Carmen Kolt. 

When Mr. Brendt came tearing out of his 
house to chase kids off the rumbly tin 
High School Fire Escape (noisy thing). 

- When you could pick wild tiger lilies 
along the railway track in town. 

- When the elevator burned down. 
- When the R. C. Church burned down 

and you dug in the ruins for melted 
coloured glass. 

- The packed R. C. midnight masses. 
- The knitted square blanket made by 

Mrs. Lavoie's students and sent off to 
Winston Churchill and his letter of 
reply. 



C. E. Turner Family History 

"There's a lot of work at Tyndall" was all that he 
needed to know and he was game to go. That is all the 
encouragement it took on the part of Jack Gardiner to 
sell Charlie Turner of Beaverton, Ontario, on an 
adventurous trip west. 

The time was 1898 and on an impulse move 
they both boarded a train and headed west, destination 
Tyndall and the promise of work at the stone quarries. 
When C. E. Turner set foot on Manitoba soil it was the 
beginning of a relationship that lasted over 60 years. 

Charlie was born in Therah Township near 
Beaverton, Ontario, on December 10, 1874. He was 
one of a family of six. He well remembers watching 
his father cutting grain with a large scythe-like tool 
called a cradle, while his mother sheathed it by hand. 
It was his job to sit in waiting for the swarms of 
pigeons hungrily waiting to devour the sheaves of 
grain and scare them off by pounding a big metal tub 
with stick. Everyone was expected to share the load 
of carving a living out of the dense Ontario bushland, 
so the luxury of going to school came to an end at the 
age of 11 when for seven dollars a month he was hired 
out to a neighbouring farm. In the winter the wages 
were cut to five dollars. After three years so occupied, 
he advanced to bush work, cutting logs. Log cutting 
finally led to the prime ambition, river driving. At the 
age of 16, Charlie Turner got his chance at river 
driving and although the wages weren't too much of 
an improvement, the prestige that went with the job 
was worth the dangerous and gruelling drives up 
Northern Ontario rivers to Georgian Bay. He had just 
worked himself to foreman when the urge to go west 
plus the encouragement of "lots of work in Tyndall" 
got to be too much to resist, so he boarded a train and 
bought a one way ticket to Tyndall. 

The year was 1898 and there was work in 
Tyndall all right, lots of it, for 15 cents per hour at the 
quarries which were flourishing. 

The huge squares of now famous Tyndall stone 
had to be horse drawn on pole rails - a chore that 
required strong horses and hardy drivers. 

In the winter you could always supplement 
your income by going to the bush and cutting wood at 
50 cents per cord. By these means in a little over a 
year, "C. E." had saved enough to buy a farm, 240 
acres, which cost him $240.00 and is the site of the 
present Turner farm. Taxes were $16.00 per year. 

He was a landowner now, but he wasn't exactly 
sure where his holding was. J. D. Campbell, councillor 
for the R.M. of st. Clements, which was the municipal
ity to which it belonged, was summoned to measure it 
off. With the help of iron stakes and plenty of 
slugging on foot they finally established his official 
address. 

The farm was a far cry from the smooth rolling 
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grain fields and modern buildings that it is today. It 
was dense forest. The land had to be cleared, so in true 
pioneer style he gouged out the first quarter section 
with a walking plough. A shack came next and by 
1902 the first crop was taken off the Turner farm. In 
1906 he was the first farmer in the district to load a 
railroad car at the siding - 700 bushels at 57 cents 
per bushel. 

In 1903, at a wedding ceremony in Winnipeg, 
Annie Hill of Tyndall, became his bride. Mrs. Turner 
was the personification of a pioneer wife and mother, 
to whom no sacrifice was too great in the interest of 
her home and family. 

The lovely big frame home that replaced the 
original shack in 1914 still stands at the farm and is 
occupied by Bert and Irene. Many people seeing the 
big white house as they pass by, will fondly remember 
the happy times spent there. The sing-songs, the 
dances, tables loaded with good food and genuine 
hospitality that was always in abundance for their 
countless friends. Many a skating party started out in 
high spirits, destination Turner's farm, knowing warm 
welcome awaited them. 

In 1947, Mr. and Mrs. Turner retired to Beause
jour and began taking life comparatively easy. A big 
family reunion in 1953 marked their Golden wedding 
anniversary, when the whole family and many friends 
gathered to honour them on 50 years of marriage. 

The family suffered a great loss when Mrs. 
Turner passed away in February, 1955. 

Since his retirement, Mr. Turner had done a 
considerable amount of travelling to Ontario, British 
Columbia, Alberta, and other points, when commenting 
on his numerous trips he replied enthUSiastically, "I 
sure haven't seen enough yet, I've got to get to 
Alaska". 

In looking back on his full life, many happy 
memories remain of the years that were hard but 
certainly punctuated with lots of good times and 
sincere congeniality. "Charlie's Camp" as it was 
fondly known to cronies like Alex Waddell, Gordon 
Caldwell, Bill Craik, B. Larson, Ed Gretzinger, Jack 
Watson, etc., stood where the U.S.A.F. Base is now 
located at Milner and plenty of hunting excursions 
wound up there with big camp style meals and all the 
trimmings. 

Long known for his prowess with a reel and 
rifle, he was one of the first fishermen to pioneer the 
now overcrowded fishing haunts. His three H-P 
outboard motor was one of the originals to travel 
the waters of Linklatter and other favoured fishing 
spots. 

Always an ardent hunter, he shot his last deer 
north of Basket Falls, a few days before his birthday 
- the birthday in question was number 80. Of course 



he got his experience in the early days when the rifle 
came off the wall every Saturday to go out and get the 
weeks supply of meat. 

How many moose has he shot? Well they 
haven't built a trophy room large enough to accommo
date even a small portion of the big game that fell to 
the crack of his rifle. Just as an example, "The year 
before Mother and I were married I shot six in two 
days. The year after I was married I got 17 one year; 
you figure it out. It wasn't all work either. There were 
times to get out and play baseball, football and 
hockey. Tyndall had a dandy football team too. They 
played real football, not this darned nonsense you see 
now." 

In 1917 the Beausejour Ford dealer got in five 
cars, the first in the district. They were sold for $550. 
each to C. Turner, Ed Thomas, Mike Hoban, Bill Shaw 
and Dave Bethel. Usually before the "sports" could 
take off in their horseless hot rods, they had to get the 
old gray mare out and make a few repairs to the roads. 
A charter member of the Beausejour Curling Club, 
which was started in 1930, one of his proudest 
possessions is a framed life membership presented to 
him on February 5, 1955 which reads: 

"As a token of appreciation to and in 
recognition of the sterling sportsmanlike qualities. 
The Beausejour Curling Club presents to Charles E. 
Turner - for his ardent support in all club activities 
over the past 25 years. His years of general good 
fellowship over those years has endeared him in the 
hearts of his many friends and club members, who 

this day honour themselves by making him herewith 
an honorary life member of the club". 

Also during his busy life, he found time to serve 
for 27 years as Secretary of the Sebright School. 

The above is taken from an article in the 
Manitoba Beaver on the occasion of Charlie Turner's 
85th birthday in 1959. He passed away in 1962. 

Of the 13 Turner babies, all born at the farm, 
there are now nine surviving: Cliff and Tom in 
Beausejour, Jim of Calgary, Charlie of Sylvan Lake, 
Alberta, Belle Smith of Winnipeg, Mae Englot and 
Margaret MacDonald of Beausejour, Thelma Christensen 
of Geralton, Ontario and Bert on the farm. 

In 1966, Cliff and Tom retired and Bert and 
Irene and their children are now farming the "home 
place". 

Others coming to the Sebright area at the same 
time as Charlie Turner were Gardiners, Dave Little, 
Bill Little, Jack McNabb, Ostrauts, Mottsons, Dave 
Bethel, Bill Bethel, Al Cathcart,DuncMcDonaldand 
Hugh Hurrell. Several of these families still have 
relatives in the general area. 

The property on which the Sebright School was 
built was donated to the school board by the Gardiners 
who farmed the quarter adjacent to the Turners. It 
was called Sebright because of the little town in 
Ontario they all came from. After consolidation of the 
school districts, the school building was moved to 
Beausejour to become part of the museum and the 
land was purchased by Bert Turner. 

Christian Huber Family History 

Christian Huber was born in Lonsmoya, Wohlinyan 
in 1877. His wife, Sophia Katherina (nee Huber) was 
born in Lonsmoya, Wohlinyan in 1875. They were 
married in 1896 in Lonsmoya. 

In 1898 along with their son and Christian's 
mother (nee Otto) and his brother and wife and their 
two children, they came to Winnipeg, Canada, and 
then on to Lydiatt (which was then called Eichenfeld) 
where they had some friends. They bought 80 acres of 
land, cleared some, and built a log house on the banks 
of the Brokenhead River. Christian's brother and 
family moved to California in 1907. Christian and 
Sophia continued clearing land and bought more 
land and built more buildings until they had a nice 
320 acre farm. 

Christian was school trustee for over 40 years 
for the Lydiatt School, and was Reeve of the Broken
head Municipality from 1922 to 1927 and 1934 to 
1936, and also took an active interest in Provincial 
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affairs. He was also president of the Agricultural 
Society for one year during the Agricultural Society's 
first year, and was always interested in community 
affairs. He was also one of the founding members of 
the Lutheran Church in Lydiatt. 

Christian and Sophia had 13 children. Four 
passed away as infants and one son at 20 years. Ted 
and Bill moved to California where they married and 
are still living. Edward and his wife Chrissie live in 
Winnipeg; Chris and his wife Hilda farmed the home 
farm where Chris is still living; Elsie married Ernie 
Meyer and they live in Lydiatt; Albert and his wife 
Bernice live in Fort Frances; Sophie married Bill 
Deobald and they live in Winnipeg; Rose married Phil 
Deobald and they live in Winnipeg. There are 15 
grandchildren. 

Christian passed away in October 1961. His 
wife Sophia passed away in June 1944. Christian and 
Sophia were some of the first settlers in Lydiatt. 



Frank Wojcik Family History 

Frank Wojcik was born in Warsaw, Poland, in 
1903. He served in the Polish Army with the 5th 
Heavy Artillery Battalion. Upon his discharge from 
the army in 1929, he immigrated to Canada. Upon 
arrival in Winnipeg, he made his home with Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry Christie, friends of his. He stayed in 
Winnipeg for six months before going to Weyburn, 
Saskatchewan, to work on a farm. In 1932 he came to 
the Beausejour-Ladywood area. Here he met Pauline 
Engel, daughter of Mathew Engel and his wife Frances 
(Chaykowski). Mr. Engel's first wife and three 
children died in a big fire which swept through 
Ladywood in 1897. 

After the wedding, Frank and Pauline moved to 
Wadhope, Manitoba, where he obtained a job in the 
mines. He also worked in Beresford Lake and Flin 
Flon. It was in Flin Flon, after only working five days, 
that he had an accident in the mine, which crushed 
his leg necessitating amputation. It hampered his 
activity for a while, but not too long. 

He moved to Beausejour with his family and 
purchased a piece of property on ParkAvenue. Mr. 
Wojcik made an addition to the building that presently 
stood there. He used the addition for living quarters 
and opened a plumbing business in the other part of 
the building. He later added heating services to his 
business. His sons, Edward and Albert, apprenticed 
with him, along with taking courses in Winnipeg and 
becoming qualified heating and plumbing tradesmen. 
Frank, despite his disability, worked right along with 

his sons, making for a thriving business. Wojcik and 
sons did much of the work when the Town of 
Beausejour installed their waterworks and sewer 
system. They also did maintenance for the town, such 
as water main breaks and much more. 

Although Albert was away on occasion to 
Calgary and Edmonton working at plumbing and 
gas heating jobs, he returned to Beausejour and ran 
"Wojcik Plumbing and Heating". Edward works in 
Northern Manitoba and the younger sons, Raymond 
and Donald, are both in Calgary working on con
struction. The two daughters of the family are Joyce 
Stevens of Battle Creek, Michigan, and Barbara, still 
living with her mother in Beausejour. 

Frank Wojcik was a man of many talents. As 
well as being a good plumber and heating man, he was 
also a good carpenter. He did much of the building 
during the construction of St. Mary's Church in 1948-
49. He did the difficult job of laying the Maple 
Parquet floor, as well as building the main altar. He 
also worked on the construction of the LaSalette 
Shrine on the church grounds. He worked on the 
Beausejour School. Beausejour Hospital and the MTS 
Building. 

Frank served on the Beausejour Town Council 
for a number of years and the Hospital Board. Frank 
was a Charter Member of the Beausejour Knights of 
Columbus, Council #5870. At his death on April 4, 
1980, Frank was an Honourary Life Member of the 
Beausejour Council. 

Van Buckenhout Family History 

The Van Buckenhout family arrived in Beause
jour after the closure of the base in Gimli in 1971. 
George started work as stationary steam engineer at 
C.F.S. Beausejour in November, 1980. Yvonne and 
four daughters, Rita, Lucille, Diane and Marie arrived 
in Beausejour in September, 1971, after the sale of 
their house in Gimli. George has been involved in the 
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Beausejour Knights of Columbus, Catechetical program 
of St. Mary's Church as chairman, and as a member of 
the Broken-Beau Historial Society. Yvonne has been 
active with St Mary's C.W.L., Winter Farewell Committee, 
Brokenhead Fair Board, Beausejour Health Auxiliary 
and citizen representative the Citizens Advisory 
Committee for the Lasem Legal Aid Office. 



Baker Family History 

The first members of our family to come to 
Canada were Wensel Becker, his wife Elizabeth 
Nedwiecki and their children: Jacob, Anton, John, 
James, Caroline (Dancho) and Margaret (Englot). 
They came from Beckersdorf, Austria ("dorf' meaning 
village in German), in 1898 and settled several miles 
north of Beausejour. They began farming here and 
did so for many years. 

Wensel also had two sons, Joseph and Peter, 
who remained in Austria to complete their military 
service. They came to Canada for a short time, but 
soon returned to Austria. 

Wensel and Elizabeth's eldest son, Jacob, married 
Katherine Martini, and had nine children: John, 
Joseph, Casmir, Anton, Jean (Brennan), Leona (Williams), 
Mary (Gryniuk), Rosie (Sagecki) and Annie 
(Kunderman). Katherine died in 1929. 

On October 13, 1931, he remarried Anastazia 
Hrabarchuk, daughter of Mike and Mary Harabaczuk. 
Together they had six children: Peter, Jacob, Paul. 
Nicholas, Marion and Barbara. 

They were engaged in mixed farming at Seddon's 
Corner until Jacob was killed in a train accident in 
1964. Anastazia then moved to a small home on First 
Street and lived there for many years until 1978, when 
she rented a suite in South Haven, where she 

currently resides. 
Their eldest son, Peter, was born in 1936. After 

a lengthy and difficult battle with cancer, he passed 
on at 23 years of age in 1959. 

Jacob, the second son, married Shirley Scott of 
Red Lake, Ontario. They had four children: Kimberly, 
Craig, Jackson Dale and Susan. Today Jack is 
working as a trucker and lives in Winnipeg. 

Paul married Rosemarie Singbeil from Beause
jour. They had three children, Duane, Lisa and 
Candace and reside in Beausejour. Paul works with 
two of his brothers, Nick and Marion, in their 
contracting business, Bakers Drywall. 

Nicholas married Elaine Black, also of Beause
jour. They are currently living in the Brokenhead 
district with their four children, Steven, Donna, 
Robert (Bobby) and Gary. 

Marion married Elaine's younger sister, Marlene. 
They also live in Beausejour with their two children, 
Tracey and Vincent. 

Barbara married William Kozyra of Brokenhead. 
They live in Beausejour with their two children, 
Bradley and Bridget. Bill works in his Insurance and 
Realty service, William Kozyra Agencies, and is also a 
councillor for the Rural Municipality of Brokenhead. 

By: Duane Baker. 

Shumilak Family History 

Donald J. Shumilak was born on March 10, 
1946 in Selkirk, Manitoba. He was born to Anton and 
Sophie (nee Komadowski) Shumilak. Anton was born 
on February 9, 1914 in Beausejour to Anton and 
Katherine Shumilak. Anton Sr. was born on May 31, 
1883 in Poland. Katherine was born on June I, 1890 
in Poland. Anton farmed and Katherine was a 
housewife. Sophie was born to Albert and Annie 
(Rudzinski) Komadowski. Albert was born on March 
3, 1893 in Poland and Anne was born on May 5,1893 
in Poland. Albert was a farmer and Anne was a 
housewife. The Shumilaks ethnic origin is Polish and 
they are Roman Catholic. Donald Shumilak married 
Linda Szarkiewicz. 

Linda Szarkiewica was born on March 15,1950 
in Winnipeg, Manitoba. She was born to Frank and 
Olga (nee Czyz) Szarkiewicz. Frank was born on May 
I, 1911 in Poland and Olga was born on February 20, 
1923 in Poland. Frank was a tailor and Olga was a 
housewife. Frank was born to Stephen and Antonia. 
They were both born in Poland. Olga was born to Jan 
and Maria, and they also were born in Poland. Jan 
was the Chief of Police and Maria was a housewife. 
The Szarkiewiczs are Roman Catholic and their ethnic 
origin is Polish. 
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Donald is a farmer and Linda is a nurse. 
Anton Shumilak Sr. came from Poland in 1900 

with his parents, Paul and Agnes. They settled in 
Ladywood then moved to Sebright. In 1899 Katherine 
Sajewski came from Poland with her parents, Joe and 
Agnes, and settled in Ladywood. In 1911 Anton 
married Katherine. In 1929 they moved just north of 
Garson to establish the family farm. Their marriage 
was blessed with 12 children; five sons: Paul, Anton 
Jr., Joe, Stanley and Bert; and seven daughters: 
Agnes, Katherine, Bernice, Mary, Carol. Lee and Roz. 

Albert Komadowski came to Canada from Poland 
in 1927. After establishing a home just north of 
Tyndall, he sent for his family and in 1928 Anne 
(Rudzinski), his wife, and five children arrived in 
Manitoba. Their marriage was blessed with five sons: 
Mike (deceased), Frank, Casmir, Joe and John; and 
two daughters: Jean and Sophie. 

Anton Shumilak Jr. and Sophie Komadowski 
were married in 1943. They settled just north of 
Garson. They were blessed with three children: 
Donald, Richard and Marsha. 

Donald married Linda Szarkiewicz. They have 
two sons, Ian and Aaran. Richard married Irene Reich. 
Marsha is in Winnipeg. 



Briese Family History 

The first member of the Briese family to come to 
Canada was Gottfreid. Gottfreid was born and raised 
in Russia. He later became a judge, and worked at this 
for much of his life. He died in Beausejour in 1923. 

In 1866, he and his wife had a son, Gustav. 
Gustav was also raised in Russia, and received his 
education there as well. He married Karoline Donst. 
Together, they lived in the province of Volenya, 
Russia and had eight children: Lydia, born January 
13, 1892, Pauline, Adolf, Elsie, Rita, Hartha, Martha 
and Emil. 

Gustav died in June of 1950 and his wife in 
1954. Both were in their early 80's. 

Emil was born in Russia, September 7, 1895, 
received two years of schooling there and immigrated 
to Canada at the age of nine. Their family settled in 
Beausejour on the banks of the Brokenhead River 
(present day Bulman residence), where his father 
farmed. 

He received grade five education, and was 
confirmed in Beausejour. He worked on the farm, and 
in Winnipeg, and also drove horses for the livery 
stables. 

He was musically inclined and self taught at the 
accordion. He played for most of the weddings and 
dances. 

He married Augusta Dreffs in 1920. Augusta 
was born, confirmed and educated in the Thalberg 
area. Her parents came from Poland and Russia. 

They lived in Saskatchewan for a few years after 
their marriage where Emil worked for the C.P.R. They 
then returned to Manitoba and settled on a home
stead in Golden Bay and later in St. Ouens where they 
farmed. Poor health forced a semi-retirement upon 
them in 1950. 

Augusta was an energetic homemaker who 
loved to read current events in the papers, and any 
books available to them. Together, Augusta and her 
husband worked hard and endured the Depression 
years with a large family. The mixed farming they 
engaged in provided well, and they had plenty to give 
to others in need. 

Music was important to them as well. It helped 
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keep their spirits up during the Depression. The 
whole family would gather around the table while 
Emil played the accordion. 

Concern for the family was first and they strived 
that each member of the family grow up a Christian, 
showing honesty and respect towards all. 

They sold the farm they lived on and kept one, 
which later became their son, Harry's, and moved to 
Beausejour. 

Illness shortened their lives. Emil suffered 
from heart disease and shortly after when he died in 
1953, it was discovered Augusta had cancer. She 
passed away in 1956. 

They had seven children: Lena, Edward, Elsie, 
Harry, Hazel, Emil and Roy. 

Their eldest child, Lena, married Herman Sing
beil. They had two children, Rosemarie and Ronald. 
Rosemarie married Paul Baker and had three children, 
Duane, Lisa and Candace. Ron married Sharon Fuerst 
and had two children, Wendy and Darren. 

Edward Briese died in infancy in 1922. 
Elsie married Ernest Schlecht and they had 

three children, Bernice, Shirley and Howard. Bernice 
married Hector (Max) McLennan and had two child
ren, Shane and Troy. Shirley married Andy Fecho and 
they had one child, Amber. 

Harry married Velma Kaletzki and they had four 
children: Allan, Janet, Tannis and Noreen. Allan 
married Carol Buss. Tannis married Nelson Recksiedler 
and had one child, Ryan. Noreen married Joe Zachar 
and had one daughter, Wendy. 

Hazel married Russell Dutchak and they had 
two children, Kelly and Darryl. 

Emil Herbert passed on in 1954. 
Reinhold (Roy) married Eleanor (Toody) Litke. 

They had two daughters, Cindy and Cathy. Cindy 
married Lance Wadelius. 

At the time of this writing, the preceding 
children are all that exist. The majority of the 
family still live in and around the town of 
Beausejour, and is still growing. 

By: Duane Baker. 



Hintz-Henschel Family History 

Wilhelm Hintz (April 4. 1864 - January 8. 1939) 
married Wilhelmina Buss (January 1. 1868 - October 
22. 1941) in Poland. Their family included: Emil. 
Helena. Lacaudia. Adolf. Adele. Julius. Henry. Emma. 
Augusta and Huilda. 

Julius. born on January 11. 1899 in the prov
ince of Wolinien, Russia, remembers living on a 
small farm. Attending school during the winter 
months. he received his education in the Russian 
language in the forenoon and in the German language 
in the afternoon. When World War I broke out in 
1914. the German people were ordered out of Russia. 
The Hintz family was taken to the Ukraine and then 
on to Germany where Julius spent six years. Julius 
immigrated to Canada. arriving in Golden Bay on 
October 29. 1924. 

Wilhelm and Wilhelmina Hintz. as well as their 
son. Henry. and their daughter. Augusta. arrived in 
Canada in the fall of 1925. Wilhelm and Wilhelmina 
lived with their son. Henry. on the farm in Golden Bay 
until their deaths. 

Henry Hintz married Paulina Grenke of Beause
jour on January 16. 1931. They settled in Golden Bay. 
where they farmed until their retirement in 1966 to 
Beausejour. where they still reside. They had four 
children: Elsie. Hertha. Hilda and Reinhardt (Ronnie). 

Augusta Hintz married Ignace Janke of Golden 
Bay on November 21. 1926. They eventually settled in 
the Cloverleaf area. where they farmed for 33 years. 
They retired to Beausejour in 1965. Ignace died in 
1975. Augusta presently lives at Lion's Lodge in 
Beausejour. 

Julius married Helena, the only daughter of 
Michael and Amelia Buss. Michael Buss (September 
13, 1881 - August 12, 1966), son of Andrew and 
Rosalia Buss (nee Wendzel) married Amelia Singbeil 
(February 20, 1885 - November 28, 1973), 
daughter of Christoff and Amelia Singbeil (nee 
Lempke) in Poland. They, along with their children, 
Bill and Helena, immigrated to Canada in 1912, 
settling in the Golden Bay area. Two more sons, Roy 
and Rudy, were born there. Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
Buss remained on the farm in Golden Bay after they 
retired. 

Bill Buss married Lydia Hastman of Green Bay 
on May 18. 1935. They farmed in the Golden Bay area 
for 17 years. then moved to Whitemouth. farming 
there until 1980 when they retired to Beausejour. 
Their family includes: Eillen. Herman. Joyce. Oscar. 
Agnes. Emily. Lawrence. Shirley. Wilfred. Darlene. 
Carol. Sharon and Betty. 

Roy Buss married Elsie Hastman of Green Bay 
on September 18. 1937. They farmed together with 
his parents. taking over the family farm when his 
parents retired. Their family includes: Hazel. Edwin 
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and Linda. They are building a new home in 
Beausejour where they plan to retire. 

Rudy Buss married Anna Otto of Thalberg on 
October 9. 1948. They settled on a farm in Golden Bay 
where they still reside. They have one son. Kenneth. 

After Helena Buss (born in Russia on May 4. 
1910) and Julius Hintz were married in Golden Bay on 
April 12. 1927. they farmed in the Golden Bay area for 
19 years. In 1947 they moved to the Brokenhead 
district where they continued to farm until their 
retirement to Beausejour in 1964. Their marriage was 
blessed with eight children: Dorothy. Olga. Helen. 
Alfred. the twins Lorene and Edna. Adeline and Elmer 
and 16 grandchildren. The Hintz family. at their 
family get togethers. often reminisce about their 
school days and life on the farm in the Golden Bay 
and Brokenhead areas. Julius and Helena are enjoying 
their retirement, taking an active part in the Beau
Head Senior Citizens group and in the Zion Lutheran 
Church. 

Emil Henschel (born to Ernest (John) Henschel 
and the former Ragina Schtroschien who was born in 
Zerrishief. Poland on March 2. 1870) immigrated to 
Emerson. Manitoba where he worked for Mennonites 
on their farms. Emil met Bertha Grapke (born to 
Andrew Grapke and the former Christina (Kareza) 
born in Kruse in Volhynia. Poland on September 22. 
1876) when Bertha was working in a restaurant in 
Emerson. They were married in Plum Coulee on April 
11,1896 and started a homestead in Neche, North 
Dakota. Because Bertha's parents had settled in River 
Hills. Emil decided to take a homestead there too. and 
they moved to Grubert's Corner, which is near River 
Hills. Manitoba. They stayed a few years. until Emil 
got a job in Morris at his brother. John Henschel's 
place. to which they then moved. They stayed there 
eight years. but Bertha became homesick. so the 
family moved back to River Hills to stay. Before they 
left Morris. they bought two horses. Emil Henschel 
was the first man to drive a team of horses from 
Morris to Whitemouth. He drove toward Winnipeg, 
taking a short cut around the city, and followed the 
Old Dawson Trail to Whitemouth and River Hills. 
As well as farming in River Hills, Emil worked for 
some time at the brick yard in Whitemouth. Emil 
and Bertha were blessed with 11 children, two of 
which died at a very young age. Their children were: 
John, Louis, Fred, Lena, Henry (Harry), Alex, 
Lawrence, Hannah and William (Bill). Emil died 
September 12, 1951 and Bertha November 5,1965. 

Emil and Bertha Hanschel's youngest son. Bill. 
married Annie. the daughter of Edward and Mary 
Rosentreter of Beausejour. 

Edward Rosentreter (born in Russia on October 
11. 1888) married Mary Sepki (born Maria Magdalina 
in Brown. Manitoba on June 14. 1902 to Fred Sepke 



and the former Atelia Walske) in Morden. Manitoba 
on July 24. 1920. Pastor G. A. Winger officiated. 

Ed's parents. John and Rosalia Rosentreter (nee 
Lentz) had immigrated to Canada from Russia. After 
spending some time in Arnprior. Ontario. they were 
on their way out west with a threshing crew when they 
decided to settle in the Beausejour area. In 1918. they 
finally settled on a homestead four and a half miles 
south of Beausejour. which is where Edward brought 
Mary to live after they married. 

Mary and Ed raised their 10 children on the 
family homestead. working along with his parents 
and his brother. Dan. As well as farming. Ed trapped 
to provide the necessities for his family. Ed and 
Mary's family included: Henry (Heinz). Annie. Sam. 
Lydia. Carl (Chuck). Alma. John. Kenneth. Richard 
and Eleanor. One child. Albert. died in infancy. 

Ed Rosentreter died October 24. 1945. 
Mary was remarried on November 22. 1947 in 

Winnipeg to Frederick Dublestein (born in Russia. 
July 4. 1891). She and her second husband remained 
on the Rosentreter homestead where she still lives 
today. Fred Dublestein died on January 8. 1969. 

William (Bill) Henschel. born in Whitemouth 
on April 2. 1919 to Emil and Bertha Henschel. was 
married to Annie Rosentreter (born in Beausejour on 
October 2. 1923 to Edward and Mary Rosentreter) in 
Winnipeg on December 23. 1941. 

They began their married life in River Hills. Bill 
working in the bush camp for George Grubert near 
Whitemouth and Ann working as camp cook. In the 
fall of '43 they moved to Beausejour. where Bill drove 
a truck for George Grubert's Flour Mill. during the war 
years. He later drove Gretsinger's highway transfer 
which brought in supplies daily from Winnipeg to the 

Beausejour merchants. Naakyen's Transfer bought 
out Gretsinger's in 1955. so Bill drove transfer for this 
company for a couple of years. He later took up a 
trade as a plumber. commuting daily to Winnipeg for 
several years. 

Bill and Ann's children. Kenneth (Ken). Karen 
and Leslie (Les) were raised in Beausejour and they 
have many fond memories of their childhood. growing 
up across the street from Galay's store. 

In 1967. two years after their youngest child. 
Kimberly was born. Bill and Ann moved to Winnipeg 
where Karen and Les continued their education. Ken 
was married to Mary Ann (nee Hodnett) and was living 
in Winnipeg at the time. 

The Henschels did not leave Beausejour perm
anently. however. since Bill and Ann (and daughter 
Kim) as well as Ken have cottages on the Clarence 
Bush property. This enables Bill and his sons. Ken 
and Les. during their leisure time away from their 
trucking business. to enjoy the challenge of the 
Beausejour golf course every summer. 

Ken has two sons. Chad and Cal. Les and Irene 
(nee Lekendie) have two daughers. Angela and Jacqueline. 
Karen. too returned in 1970 to Beausejour. where she 
taught grades one and two at the Beausejour Elementary 
School for several years. 

Karen married Elmer Hintz. youngest son of 
Julius and Helena Hintz. on July 3. 1971 at the Zion 
Lutheran Church in Beausejour. When first married 
they lived in the same house in which Karen grew up. 
For several years now. Elmer has commuted to 
Winnipeg daily. where he owns and operates his 
truck. In January of 1977 they took up residence in 
the home which they had built. where they now live 
with their two little girls. Kari and Ainsley. 

Novakowski Family History 

Stanley and Mary (Hyduck) Novakowski. Stanley's 
brothers: Joe. Henry. Peter and Anton. daughters: 
Carrie and Katie. and also some friends. which 
included the Gmitereks. came to Canada from Poland 
around 1900. 

In 1900 they arrived in Green Oak. They bought 
40 acres close to the Brokenhead River and built a log 
house. where they all lived. They gradually bought 
more land and built more houses. They lived there for 
about three years before moving to Brokenhead. They 
sold their 40 acres and bought 80 acres where the 
Rattray School now stands. Joe bought land in the 
Sandhills. Henry stayed in Green Oak. Peter and 
Anton went out to work. and the two others disappeared 
into the United States. 

Mike was born in Green Oak and he farmed in 
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Brokenhead. There were five more children born to 
Stanley and Mary: Stella (Zdrill). Bill. Helen (Fox). 
Rose and John; 

Some of their neighbours included Mike Mroz. 
Andrew Zdrill. Joe Gmiterek and Alec Tymko. 

In 1920 they moved to Tyndall where they 
bought 240 acres. Mike Wazny later owned the 
property. They built all the buildings on the property. 
Some of their neighbours in Tyndall included: Jacob. 
Henry, John and Loui Dolyniuk, Leimans, Barclays, 
Dureskis, Holmbergs and the Jaworskis. 

In 1932 Mary died. In 1934 Stanley retired and 
moved to Beausejour. where he died. Stanley and 
Mary's son. Bill. and his wife. Stella (Horeczy). still 
reside in Tyndall. along with one of their sons. Allan 
and his wife. Vicki. 



Woligroski Family History 

Canada, the land of opportunity, lured many a 
young couple, among them Michael Woligroski Sr. 
and his wife Mary (Krawchuk) with their young son, 
William. 

In 1903 Mary's mother and stepfather (Tekla 
and Hnatko Mikoluff) immigrated with Mary's younger 
brothers and sisters to Canada from the village of 
Suchovola, Western Ukraine. Mary, being the eldest 
in the family and married, was left behind. She 
missed her family so much that she and her husband 
and nine month old William followed them in 1907. 
Mike's younger brother, Nick, came with them. He 
got married in Canada and raised 12 children. 

Mike bought a homestead in the Lowland area, 
not far from where Mary's parents were settled. In 
later years Mike bought more land, and in total had 
over one section in the Lowland area. They raised 
eight children. 

Mike was one of the first to own a threshing 
outfit that had to be transported by horses. Later, 
when his sons were bigger, he purchased a more 
modern threshing machine. He went from one farm 
to another threshing grain, often until snow was 
already on the ground. Mary and the younger 
children took care of the homestead during this time. 

In the early 30's Mike. "tried his hand" at 
beekeeping. He became one of the first and largest 
beekeepers in the area. Although his English was very 
limited, he accumulated many faithful customers of 
different nationalities, greeting them with "What do 
you want honey?" when he really meant, "What do 
you want? Honey?"! 

In 1946 Mary passed away and in 1947 Mike 
remarried and moved to Beausejour. He willed the 
farm to his son, Mike Jr. and during the summer 
months he kept bees as a hobby. Mike died in 1960. 
The farm remains in the family and has been passed 
to Mike Jr.'s son, Ronald Michael Woligroski. 

The eldest son, William (born in 1906 and died 
in 1976), married Teenie Leshko of Thalberg. They 
farmed directly west of his father's land. They had 
nine children: Casmir, Julian, Joe, Dan, Gladys, Elsie, 
Lawrence, Clarence and Rudy. Only Rudy and Elsie 
are single. Three live outside of Winnipeg: Joe in 
Toronto, Dan in Vancouver, and Julian in Dugald. 
There are 14 grandchildren. 

The second son, Harry (born in 1909), married 
Rose Zdrill from Allegra. They farmed in Lowland 
until the early 40's when they moved to Winnipeg. 
Harry worked for the City of Winnipeg until his 
retirement. They have two married children: Helen 
who has three children and lives in Birds Hill, and 
Malcom who has two children and lives in Winnipeg. 

Their first daughter, Anne (born in 1911 and 
died in 1980), married George Zabrocki of Winnipeg. 
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There they operated a grocery store and later were 
owners of the Bus Depot in Beausejour. Their son, 
Raymond, married Melvina Weselak of Ladywood. 
They have two children and are the proprietors of 
Depot Lunch at Beausejour. 

The second daughter, Teenie (born 1913), married 
Steve Beley of Winnipeg. They moved to Lowland and 
built the first General Store. It is now owned by Peter 
Kondratiuk. Steve and Teenie also purchased a 
garage in Beausejour (now Pine Motors) and were the 
first owners of the Depot Lunch Bar. In 1956 they 
bought a Motel and Trailer Court in Bonita Springs, 
Florida, U.S.A. Although they still reside in Bonita 
Springs, Beausejour is their summer home. They have 
two children: Victor, married to former Helen Sys of 
Allegra with two stepchildren in Florida, and Lillian 
married to Bill Dean of Rochester, N.Y. She lives with 
her two children in Ridgewood, N.J. 

The third daughter, Mary (born in 1915), married 
Julian Joba of Allegra. They moved to Winnipeg and 
later to Los Angeles, California. She is a clerk at the 
International Airport in L.A. They have three children: 
Richard, married with two children in Vernon, B.C.; 
Robert, married with one child in L.A.; and Elizabeth 
married in L.A. 

The third son, Mike Jr. (born in 1923); married 
Anne Przednowek of Allegra. He farmed at the 
homestead and later moved to Winnipeg. He now 
resides in Beausejour and is an electrician at the 
Whiteshell Nuclear Research Establishment in Pinawa. 
They have two children: Patricia, married to Gerald 

Woligroski Family 
Back row left to right - William, Lena, Mary, Anne. 
Front row - Stella, Mike Sr., his wife Mary, Steve Beleywith 

Victor (son), Mike Jr. 
Missing - Harry and Teenie. 
Photo taken in 1935. 



Thibault of Quebec with one child. who is now 
residing in Beausejour and teaching; and Ronald. 
married to Pat Zirk of Glenmoor. who is a welder at 
WNRE and resides in Beausejour. Mike was a town 
councillor from 1974 to 1976. 

The youngest daughter, Stella (born in 1925), 
married Nick Garbolinski of Lowland. After living in 
Hamilton for two years. they purchased a farm in 
Springwell. Manitoba. They moved to Beausejour and 
Nick was a painter at WNRE until his death in 1977. 

Stella is employed at the East Gate Lodge Personal 
Care Home. They have three children: Judith. 
married to Denis Robbie of Beausejour and now 
residing at Rothesay. New Brunswick; Alan who lives 
in Hinton. Alberta; and Thomas. presently attending 
the University of Manitoba. 

Mike and Mary W oligroski. a staunch Catholic 
family. had eight children. 23 grandchildren and 28 
great grandchildren. 

Crognali Family History 

Renato Crognali immigrated to Canada in Sept
ember of 1957. 

He is the son of Domenico and Teresa (nee 
Magnifico) Crognali. His father and mother were born 
and lived most of their young lives in Piano Vamano. 
Italy. which is about a four hour drive north of Roma 
up in the mountains. Shortly after his parents were 
married. they moved down from the mountains to 
Castelnouvo Di Porto and later Riano. Italy. which is 
about a twenty minute drive north of Roma. 

Renato Crognali was born in 1939 in a most 
beautiful. peaceful town. Anquilara Sabbazia in Italy. 
His sister. Adele. was born in 1942 in Roma and his 
brother. Franco. was born in 1949 in Roma. 

Renato's father was a sheep farmer and herded 
about three thousand sheep. He would herd sheep for 
months at a time on mountain sides over vast areas. 
many miles from home. For the winter he would bring 
his sheep home. His father milked the sheep and 
made various types of cheeses. Renato went to school 
and later helped his father with the sheep. At the age 
of 15 Renato went to Roma to work in a butcher shop. 
Adele went to school and helped her mother. Franco 
never attended school in Italy as he was too young. 

Renato's father passed away in 1956. The 
following year Renato. his mother Teresa. sister Adele 
and brother Franco came to Canada under the sponsor
ship of Renato's uncle Guiseppe Magnifico (Teresa's 
brother who was living in Winnipeg). Within the first 
year. Renato. his mother and sister obtained jobs in a 
sewing factory. Renato and Adele attended English 
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classes in the evenings. Franco started school and 
attended a private school throughout his school 
years. They bought a home in the st. Boniface area 
the first year they were there. Renato remained with 
the sewing factory for only a short while and ~en 
obtained a job with Dominion Store, where he took 
up the baking trade. 

In 1962 Renato married Gloria Fosty. Renato 
continued to work for Dominion Stores and Gloria 
worked as a medical secretary. In 1963 Renato and 
Gloria bought a home in St. Vital. Renato and Gloria 
have three children: Gregory, who was born in 1964 
and is now in Grade 12; Jeffrey, who was born in 
1969 and is in Grade seven; and Shauna was born in 
1970 and is now in Grade six. 

In 1969 Renato. Gloria and their children 
moved to Beausejour. It was in 1969 that Renato 
Crognali bought the Beausejour Bakery and to date 
Renato Crognali is owner and operator of the bakery. 

Adele married Romolo Fracassi. They live in 
Southdale and have two children. Teresa (12 years 
old) and Liugi (16 years old). Romolo is a tailor by 
profession. 

Franco married Linda Lackhurt. Franco is with 
the automotive industry and they have no children. 

Teresa Crognali is retired and lives in st. 
Boniface. Manitoba. 

To date, Renato has a large family on his 
father's side living in Italy. 



Ludwig Lentz Family History 

Mr. Ludwig Lentz was born in Poland in 1870. 
In 1893 he emigrated to Canada with his wife Juliana 
and two children. With 75 cents, which was all he had 
to his name, he planned to make his future here. He 
was a teacher in Poland, but that was not of much use 
to him here, so the first job he got was with the City of 
Winnipeg digging sewers. He found the work extremely 
hard since he was not used to manual labour. In order 
to get different employment, he had to learn the 
English language. He studied after working hours, 
and in a short while he got employment with the 
C.P.R. steamship division, helping out the newly 
arrived immigrants from Europe. He could speak, 
read and write German, Polish, Ukrainian and Russian. 
He tutored the immigrants in the ways of this new 
land and wrote letters for them to their families in 

Europe as most of them were illiterate. 
He moved to Beausejour and was to some 

extent involved in the glass factory. Later he moved 
back to Winnipeg, and he and his brother, Fred, ran 
the Dufferin Hotel. He moved to Beausejour again. In 
1910 Mrs. Lentz died and left him with six children. 
Olga, the oldest, married Gustav Stebbe. Mr. Lentz 
then married Mrs. Kaatz. There were eight in the 
Kaatz family; seven boys and one girl. 

Mr. Lentz took an active part in the affairs of 
the community, both in the municipal and church. 
He also operated a real estate and insurance business, 
and was court interpreter. 

None of the Lentz family now reside in the 
Beausejour area, except Mrs. Art Selch who is a 
granddaugh ter. 

Fawcett Family History 

Mr. Dan Fawcett was born at Pettecodiac, N.B. 
in 1858. Mrs. Mary Ellen Fawcett (Hoban) was born at 
Orillia, Ontario, in 1864. They were married in 
October 6, 1881. Mr. and Mrs. Fawcett came to 
Beausejour in 1884, and for many years lived in the 
C.P.R. section house. Mr. Fawcett was section 
foreman until he resigned that pOSition so he could 
take up the farm next to Mrs. Fawcett's parents. 

Their three children were born here. A little boy 
died at the age of three. Elder daughter, Annie, was 
Mrs. Peter Heenan of Ottawa. Gertrude married 
Daniel Madden of Beausejour, and later married 
William Laurie, also of Beausejour. 

Mr. Daniel Madden built the three storey house 

now known as the "Fawcett House", which is located 
on Third Street just north of the C.P.R. tracks. 

Mrs. Laurie died in 1916, leaving two daughters, 
Eleanor and Vera. Mr. and Mrs. Dan Fawcett left their 
farm and moved to Town so they could look after the 
children. 

Mr. Fawcett served several terms on the Town 
Council and was also interested in the highway 
movement. Mrs. Fawcett was known for her kind 
sympathy; especially when early pioneers were sub
merged with difficulties. She was a "Sister of Mercy", 
and her home was a place of rest for the tired 
travellers. 

George Young Family History 

George Young and his wife, Agnes (nee Martin), 
were born in Scotland. They emigrated to Canada in 
the 1890's. They settled on a farm in Sinnott. In 1897 
during the big fire, their homestead was wiped out, 
including all of their possessions, and they barely 
escaped with their lives by going into the Brokenhead 
River. They continued to live in Sinnott for some 
time, finally acquiring a farm in the Golden Bay 
district. 

Mr. and Mrs. Young had seven children: 
Robert, John, Jessie, Mary, George, William and 
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Agnes. 
Mr. Young retired in 1919 due to ill health, and 

moved to Winnipeg. They bought a home in Norwood. 
In 1920 Mr. Young died. Daughter, Agnes, died in 
1921. Mrs. Young remarried in 1934 to Robert 
McKerracher of Argyle, Manitoba. She died in 1963, 
and daughter, Jessie, died the same year. William 
died in 1964, Robert in 1968, George in 1973 and John 
in 1977. Mary, the only surviving member of the 
family, lives in Edmonton, Alberta. There are many 
grandchildren. 



Wenzoski Family History 

Joseph and Paulina Wenzoski came to the New 
World in the late 1890's. Their family followed later 
on with the exception of Agnes, who stayed in Poland. 
Mr. Wenzoski was one of the many men who helped 
get the glass factory in Beausejour off the ground. 
Joseph and his wife settled and lived their entire lives 
in Molson. 

John Wenzoski (grandfather) was in the Polish 
army before he came to Canada to live with his 
parents. He helped on the farm as well as working in 
the glass factory as a glass blower. 

Victoria Herda (his wife) came to Canada with 
her parents in 1903 at the age of 12. Victoria and John 
were married in 1907. The marriage was planned by 
their parents and together they raised a family of 15. 

When the glass factory in Beausejour closed, 
John and his wife with their two sons (Dollard and 
Edward) moved to Red Cliffe, Alberta. Here grand
father worked in the glass factory as well until he had 
enough money to buy land and move back to the old 
homestead area. John bought land near Buchan (now 
Seddon's Corner). He sent his wife and two sons 
ahead as he stayed to earn money while the land was 
being cleared. Once the land was cleared and he had 
enough money he was reunited with his family. John 
and the boys built a house on the land as well as all 
the other buildings needed to begin farming. 

John gave up glass blowing and became a full 
time farmer. John worked and farmed the land, while 
Victoria took care of the house and raised their large 
family. John later built a post office on his land. This 
building still stands today, although it no longer is in 
use. The train would drop the mail off at John's 
everyday and he would deliver it to the people of the 
area. 

John's house burned in 1950 but luckily no one 
was injured. With the help of his children still at 
home, John rebuilt. Here he remained until his death 
four years later. The post office business was moved 
to his son Dollard's store which is also located and 
still operated today at Seddons Corner. The store now 
is run mainly by Anne and Dollard's only daughter 
and her husband - Sandra and Neil Ross. 

Edward Wenzoski and his wife had two children: 
Keith and Eileen. Edward is now retired and lives in 
Tyndall. He worked for the Rural Municipality of 
Brokenhead most of his life. His wife is Rose Miller. 

Dollard married Anne Gregor and owned the 
store at Seddons Corner. It is now run by their 
daughter, Sandra. 
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Leo married Mary Trouten and had three child
ren: Judy, Kenneth and Debbie. They live in B.C. and 
he is now a building contractor. 

Peter married Agnes and now lives in Winnipeg. 
Helen married Walter Hogan and has two 

children: Gary and Sharon. Helen was a nurse in Fort 
William (now called Thunder Bay). She and her 
husband have both since passed away. 

Bert married Hilda and their children were: 
Bruce, Mickey, Brenda, Shelly, Barbara and Marilyn 
(deceased in 1972). Bert and his wife are now retired 
and living in Hamilton. 

Stan married Elsie Bailer and had three children: 
Donny, Ricky and Shelly. Stan was in the army, and 
Elsie was a school teacher in Golden Bay. He later 
farmed in Saskatchewan and now lives in B.C. working 
as a home contractor. 

Julius married Marian. Their children are: Gail, 
Brian, Elsa and Len. They live in Beardmore, Ontario. 
He now works in the bush camps in the area. 

Mary married Gorden Morfoot and had six 
children. They are: Judy, Kim, John, Tom, Warren 
and Pam. Mary now lives in Winnipeg. 

Victor married MarjOrie Williams. Their children 
are: Steve, Susan, Cheril, Tom and Barbara. Tom died 
about two years ago at the age of 19. 

Florence married Tom McAndrews and had a 
family of three: Carol, Janet and David. They live in 
Hamilton and her husband works in a ship yard. 

John married Myrtle Rattai and had four 
children: John, Robert, Deirdre and Cindy (me). 
They have lived in Beausejour all of their lives. My 
father has worked in bush camps and quite a few 
years ago he started his own construction business. 
John and Robert both live in Beausejour with their 
wives and both work with their father. Deirdre 
presently lives in Fort McMurray with her husband. 

Leona married Doug McNeil and they have a 
family of three: Debby, Drew and David. They lived in 
Winnipeg for a while, then Regina, and presently in 
Edmonton. 

Theodore married Alma Beger. They had four 
children: Sherrie, Kim, Donnie and Jacqueline. Ted 
owns and lives on his fathers old farm. He bought this 
farm in 1955, and now is a very successful dairy and 
grain farmer. 

Larry married Lynn Walker. Their children are: 
Lori, Terri and Tod. They live in Stonewall where he 
farms, after retiring from the Hydro. 



Edward (Eddy) and Lilly Borkowsky 
Family History 

Lilly and I met while I was serving in the Armed 
Forces during the Second World War. Lilly is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Fiebelkorn of 
Brokenhead. Manitoba. My parents were the late Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry T. Borkowsky of Steinbach. Manitoba. 
Lilly and I were both born at Steinbach. Her parents 
moved to Brokenhead in 1934. We were married at St. 
Paul's Lutheran Church in Brokenhead in 1944. while 
I was stationed in Prince Rupert. B.C. with the 17th 
Heavy Coast Artillery. After our marriage, Lilly 
returned to Prince Rupert with me and worked in a 
hospital there until the fall of 1945. The war was 
almost over and I got Harvest Leave and was transferred 
to Winnipeg. In January of 1946 I got my Discharge. 

Ed Borkowsky and friend, Clare Marienu, at Prince Rupert 
Army Depot (1945). 

In the spring of 1946. we bought a farm in the 
Dencross district that had previously been owned by 
a Mr. Pankrant. The family had rented the farm and 
moved to Winnipeg. No one had lived in the 
buildings for three years. and consequently they were 
all in poor condition. The house was built of one ply 
rough boards with rails between the studs and 
plastered with mud. The barn was built of slabs and 
rails also plastered with mud. However. being young 
and anxious to make a home for ourselves we moved 
into the place in the spring of 1946. I had loaned the 

714 

money from the V.L.A. to buy the farm and a small 2-
plow tractor. plow and cultivator. Today the price of a 
12 H.P. garden tractor is higher than what I paid for 
this machinery to work a quarter section of land. 

Lilly's Dad and my Dad each gave us two cows. 
so we had four cows and one pig and we were in 
business. Cream cheques amounted to about $4. or 
$5. for five gallons of cream. but that first summer 
they paid for our groceries and fuel to work the land. 
Gas was around $9.00 for a 45 gallon drum. 

In July of 1946 our first daughter, Dianna, was 
born. She is married to Richard Fosty. son of Mr. and 
Mrs Dan Fosty of Lowland. and they have taken over 
our family farm and are living there now. Lilly and I 
live in Beausejour. 

Our first few years on the farm were tough. 
Besides looking after the livestock. we had to replace 
all of the farm buildings. and this took not only our 
time but all the money we could save. leaving no 
opportunity for holidays. The advice our parents had 
given us was that when you live on a farm you need to 
keep a little of every kind of livestock. and you will 
always make a living. This was true for us. but now 
times have changed. and you must specialize in 
whatever you choose to do. 

Dianna Borkowsky in front of old house (1949). 

During the 1950's there were years when prices 
for farm products were poor. as well as years when 
crops were poor. which made it necessary for me to go 
to work in bush camps to earn enough money to pay 
taxes and interest. Meanwhile Lilly was left home 
alone to look after the livestock. milk the cows. 
shovel snow and care for our two daughters. I would 
get home Saturday nights. help to arrange feed for the 
livestock for the week. then leave again early Monday 



morning. Most of the farmers north of Beausejour 
lived the same way. farming in summer and working 
in the bush camps during the winter. At the camps 
they either cut pulp for the Paper Mill at Pine Falls. or 
they cut logs to be sawed into lumber for their own 
use. 

In June of 1951 of second daughter. Denice. 
was born. Now married to Lloyd Peacock. son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Murray Peacock of Boissevain, they live in 
Winnipeg where Lloyd is employed as an electrician. 

Thirty-five years may not seem like such a long 
time, but there have been many changes in the rural 
area of the R.M. of Brokenhead since 1946. There 
were no good roads in the area then. and I can 
remember Eric Bauschke going around on his bicycle 
to collect money from the farmers to pay for gravelling 
the road going east from Dencross corner which is 
now P.R.#317 leading to Lac du Bonnet. Every year a 
few more roads were gravelled and today every 
resident of the Municipality of Brokenhead has a 
gravel road to travel on. In 1952 we got electricity east 
of P.T.H.# 12. which really changed our lifestyles. 
We could now enjoy electric stoves. fridges and deep 
freezes. which formerly only the city people could 
enjoy. and it made the women's housework a pleasure. 
In 1960. we finally got telephones. long overdue since 
we were only 20 miles from Beausejour. The telephone 
saved us many a gallon of gas. 

In 1967 the large School Divisions were formed. 
and the children are now bused to one big school. 
This had the effect of giving the rural children the 
same opportunity as the town children in getting a 
high school education. However. we also lost some-

thing when all the small schools closed. The little 
country school house was where the action was in 
each community. It was the social centre. The 
teacher usually lived in a cottage on the school yard. 
or in living quarters attached to the school. and 
frequently served as the caretaker as well. It was 
usually the teacher who arranged meetings. socials. 
dances and Christmas programs where the people of 
the community got to meet and know each other. 

The people were closer to the school system 
then. Every School District had three trustees and a 
Secretary-Treasurer. elected by the people. and who 
were not paid for their services. After two terms or so 
the trustees would retire. giving some one else the 
opportunity to serve. and thereby giving more people 
a chance to get involved. Now in the large School 
Divisions we sometimes forget to get out to vote. and 
have little opportunity to get to know the trustee(s). 

Brokenhead was one of the oldest School 
Districts in this area. It was divided into two schools. 
a larger school along P.T.H.# 12. and a smaller school 
located three miles east of the Dencross corner. This 
was in the days when people made their living on 80 
or 160 acres of land. As the smaller landowners 
moved or retired and sold out to the neighbours. the 
Brokenhead (East) School. Mars School and Green
wald School were all closed. and the children were all 
bussed to the larger Brokenhead School located on 
P. T.H. # 12 (SW. Sec 6-15-8 E.). Not long after this. the 
Agassiz School Division was formed. and all these 
children are being bussed to Beausejour. The former 
Brokenhead School is now being used as a Community 
Centre and is being renovated and enlarged. 

Looking west from municipal road. Stooks in background, new 
buildings in foreground, old farm buildings in background 
(1951). 
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As a young boy i-was always interested in local 
government. I attended meetings with my Dad when
ever I had the chance. So it wasn't long after we came 
to Brokenhead that I was elected School Trustee and 
the Secretary-Treasurer of the School District. I also 
served as President of the Brokenhead Farmers Union 
Local. I served on the Council of the R. M. of 
Brokenhead from 1965 to 1971, at that time under the 

ward system. I was re-elected as Councillor in 1975 
and have served until the present time under a no
ward system, and I must say that I think that is the 
best change the Council has made. 

In my opinion, the R.M. of Brokenhead has 
made great strides in the last 35 years that we have 
lived here. 

By: Ed Borkowsky. 

Buyarski Family History 

Alexandria Pratba was born in the Ukraine on 
June 3,1895. She came to Canada in 1909 at the age 
of 14. 

Ignace Buyarski was born on February 20, 1896 
in Brody, Poland. Ignace married Alexandria. They 
farmed in the Beausejour district for a number of 
years and eventually retired to town. They had three 
children: Anne, Olga and Frank. 

Anne married Ed Smith. The Smiths reside in 

Beausejour. Olga married Ross Hnatiuk of Kirkness, 
Manitoba. They had two children, David and Paul. 
Frank had two sons with his first wife, Leona: Wesley 
and Jeffrey. Frank has since remarried Cathy Smith. 
Frank works for the CF Station and they reside in 
Beausejour. 

Ignace died in 1974 and Alexandria died in 
1981. 

By: Sandra Chorney. 

Alexandria and Ignace Buyarski (1934). 
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Reverend Wenceslaus Weselak 

Burma is a country known for its precious 
woods, especially teakwood, its rice crops, and a 
devotion to Buddha. About 80% of Burma's population 
are Buddhists, 600,000 Protestants and approximately 
177,000 Catholics. 

It is among these Catholics that a boy from 
Beausejour was to be one of the first group of La 
Salette Missionaries to set foot there. Since then, 
what they built was destroyed during the War and 
then rebuilt again. 

Father Bill, third child of William and Mary 
Weselak was born October 6, 1908 on the family farm 
in Green Bay. He attended school in Cromwell and 

Beausejour. He was ordained on May 26, 1934. 
In 1937 the La Salette Fathers were assigned the 

mission of Arkan in lower Burma. On April I, 1937 
Burma began living under its own constitution. This 
new Burma was in the cradle when the first five La 
Salettes arrived. The quintet became a quartet in 
early 1938. Father Bill, after touring the Chin villages 
and drafting plans on how he would work among 
these tribal people, contracted a fever and died within 
a few weeks on February 4, 1938. He was only 29. His 
superior, Bishop Newman (one of the first five), read 
prayers at his graveside in Burma. 

By: Trudy Whibley. 

Reverend Wenceslaus Weselak, M.S. 
Born October 6,1908. 

Ordained May 26,1934. 
Died February 4,1938. 
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William Weselak Family History 

William C. (Wencel) Weselak, born in 
Mattnaca, Russia, on September 22, 1878 came to 
Winnipeg in 1901 to work on the railway. In 1903 
William's parents, William and Mary (Heindl), came 
from Russia to a 240 acre farm in Green Bay (Sec. 
20-13-8 E.). With them came their children, Andrew 
Anton, Joe and Kate (Burkowski). 

In 1904 Mary, born in Angelowka, Austria, on 
September 23, 1884, came to Winnipeg where she met 
and married William in February of 1905, and moved 
to the family farm in Green Bay. 

On September 21,1905 Mary's family, Anthony 
Strecker (born on August 14, 1885, died 1942) and 
Maria (Sokol born on April 16, 1886, died April 23, 
1930), and eight children: Jacob, Johan, Joseph, 
Anton, Helena (Baker), Franciska (Andrachuk), 
Ana (Herbacz) and Julie (Watson) arrived in Canada. 
They spent the winter on the farm in Green Bay, 
then bought 80 acres from William Weselak Senior. 
Here Edward, Willie and Elizabeth were born. On 
February 2, 1906 William and Maria Weselak Sr. and 
the boys returned to Russia. 

William and Mary Weselak Jr. kept the farm 
until 1919, when they sold it to Gus Freund, John, 
Mary (Sliva), William (Father Bill), Joseph, Anna 
(Hunt), Jessie (Proctor) and Anton were born on the 

farm. In 1919 they moved into a clay and stone house 
on Third Street. This was the largest house in 
Beausejour, as it had 13 rooms and was once the Post 
Office. Angela (Gollenger) and Lawrence were born in 
Beausejour. The house burned in 1921 and the family 
moved to the hall behind St. Mary's, where Leo was 
born. Mary's sister, Julie Watson, died and daughter, 
Betty (Tocher), came to live with the family. 

During this time William also rented land near 
his farm in Green Bay, and worked it and the farm in 
Beausejour. They built the house in Beausejour on 
Third Street, beside the tracks, which still stands 
today. They owned cows in Beausejour and shipped 
the milk to a dairy in Winnipeg. They owned a Case 
(steam) threshing outfit while they lived in Green Bay, 
and also one of the first Model-T Fords in the area. 

William died on February 28, 1962 and Mary 
died on October 4, 1974. They, along with Leo, 
Joseph and Betty are buried in the Beausejour 
Cemetery. Father Bill is buried in Burma. They have 
20 grandchildren. 

Helen Baker, Anton Strecker, John, SallyWeselak, 
Lawrence and Dorothy Weselak and Linda Brancowski 
(Leo's daughter) still live in Beausejour. 

By: Trudy (Weselak) Whibley. 

Left to right back row: Angela,John, Lawrence,Anton,Joseph, 
Jessie. 

Seated: Ann, William, Father, Bill, Mary, Mary. 
On the ground: Betty, Leo 
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Anton Weselak Family History 

Anton, son of Mary and William, was the last 
child born on the family farm in Green Bay, on 
February II, 1918. In 1919 he moved to Third Street 
in Beausejour. He attended school in Cromwell and 
Beausejour, then attended St Paul's College in Winnipeg. 
In 1941-42 he was Assistant Municipal Clerk for 
Beausejour and operated a "Coffee Shop" next to 
the Beausejour Hotel. Here he met Goldie (born in 
Molson, Manitoba on August 27,1924),daughterof 
John Whincup (born on August 24, 1901 in Barsley, 
England) and Mary Rudolph (born on December 9, 
1900 in Rochester, New York and died in 1942) of 
Molson, Manitoba. 

Anton and Goldie were married February II, 
1942. Anton worked as Municipal Clerk for the town 
of Neepawa for three months and then was called up 
to the R.C.A.F. in May of 1942. He graduated first of 
his class of Instrument Technicians, and went over
seas February of 1945. Anton was home on leave for 
V.J. Day and as he was the only serviceman in 
Beausejour that day he was placed on the hood of a 
car and paraded through Beausejour. After R.C.A.F. 
he attended Law School at the University of Manitoba. 
Here he received the "Honorable Alexander Isbister 
Scholarship for the Highest Grand Aggregate for 
four years of Law School". He also won the Carswell 
Prize and Isbister Prizes for top marks. Veterans' Af
fairs offered to send him to Harvard for Business 
Administrative, but he turned it down. He 

graduated in 1948 and moved to Beausejour. He 
opened a practice in the Beausejour Hotel, then 
joined the firm of Drache and Matlin. In 1953 he 
bought out Matlin and was joined by William 
Middleton. They built the Weselak and Middleton 
building on Park Avenue and had a branch office in 
White mouth. 

Anton was elected Liberal M.P. for Springfield 
in 1953-57 under Louis St. Laurent. He went to the 
United Nations with L.B.Pearson, Minister of External 
Affairs, as an observer, when Pearson handled the 
Suez Canal Crisis and won the Nobel Prize for work 
done at the United Nations. 

Anton was Honorary Secretary of the Liberal 
Party of Canada, Chairman of the Beausejour Hos
pital Board, President of the Chamber of 
Commerce, Solicitor for the Municipalities of Beau
sejour, Brokenhead and White mouth, and a 
member of many local organizations. Goldie was 
President of the Canadian Ladies Legion Auxiliary 
and active in local organizations. 

In 1967 Anton was appointed a Member of the 
Immigration Appeal Board in Ottawa. In 1972 he was 
appointed Vice-Chairman of the Immigration Appeal 
Board in Toronto. This is the largest Immigration 
Office in Canada. Anton and Goldie reside in Toronto. 
They have three children: Trudy (Whibley), Tony and 
Karen (Hardy). They have seven grandchildren. 

By: Trudy Whibley. 

Anton and Goldie Weselak, February 11, 1942. 
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Louis (Alois) Palecek Family History 

Louis (Alois) was 12 years old when he came to 
Canada in 1884 with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Palecek. They came from Czechoslovakia. There 
were also other children: Joseph, Pauline (later Mrs. 
Peter Kunderman) and Rose (Mrs. Duma). 

Josephine and Frank Palecek (1884). 

Louis married Rozalia Yakoshova, whom he 
met in Winnipeg. She was also a native of Czechos
lovakia. Joseph, the younger brother married Mary 
Baranowski and they had eleven children. 

Louis and his wife had two surviving children, 
Joseph and Mary. Joseph married Rose Kodyra of the 
Sandhill district. They had no children. Mary married 
Max Kowalyk. They had three children: Josephine, 
who married John Sobetski of Beausejour; Emily, who 
married Frank Kozera of Greenwald; and Edward, who 
took over his father's farm. 

Louis Palecek owned 240 acres. He gave Mary 
80 acres as a dowry upon her marriage to Max 
Kowalyk, leaving him 160 acres. His son, Joseph, 
stayed with the father helping him to run the farm. 
When Mr. Palecek's health began to fail, he gave the 
farm to his son, Joseph. 

Louis Palecek's wife died in 1940. Louis died in 
1946. 

In 1928 Louis Palecek built a house on his farm. 
It was a very large house, containing seven rooms, 
and it was two storeys high. There were three 
bedrooms upstairs, one bedroom on the main floor, 
as well as a living room, dining room and kitchen. It 
was of frame construction, and quite an imposing 
structure in the district. It seems that it was much too 
large for the family of four, but in those days it had 
"class". The Paleceks occupied this house from 1928 
until 1946, the year of Mr. Palecek's death. It has 
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stayed empty since that time - a monument to one of 
the last pioneers. 

Mr. Frank Palecek, an older brother of Louis, 
also owned land in the Brokenhead area, but he liked 
business better than farming so he sold his land and 
bought a general store in Beausejour in the vicinity of 
the railroad station. He carried on business for some 
time, and was particularly helpful to the new immi
grats from Eastern Europe who were flocking to the 
area. He ran this store for some time, but decided that 
he would like to try a business in Winnipeg. He sold 
his Beausejour business and moved to Winnipeg, 
buying a general store there. But the wanderlust was 
not through with him yet. He sold his Winnipeg store 
and moved to Swift Current, Saskatchewan, where he 
bought a section of land and began farming. He died 
many years ago, as did most of his family. 



Editor's Note: 
Louis Palecek's abandoned farmhouse is located 

about 12 miles north of Beausejour on the west side of 
Highway =#= 12. It is an imposing structure, and seems 
to stand as a stark, haunting memorial to the pioneers 

of the district. Like many other passers-by, the Editor 
experiences strangely-mixed feelings of nostalgia 
and sympathy for "the human condition" whenever 
this house comes into sight. 

- M. P. Czuboka. 

Old Houses 
By: Don James 

Old houses with no people in them 
always look lonely. 
All day they stare with their blind eyes 
after the cars going by 
full of people. 

Old houses have memories. 
You can tell at a glance 
they are reliving them. 
They are recalling 
the laughter of the children 
that lit up their rooms. But now 
there are only ghosts. 

Old houses have character. 
Lots of it etched in their time-visited faces. 
You have got to live a lot. 
feel, hurt, rejoice, 
to get that look of being lived in 
that old people have, 
and old houses. 

Old houses are more than wood and nails 
and stuff insensate. Old houses 
have a soul. 

Bergman Family History 

Tony Bergman was born in Winkler, Manitoba, 
on September 13, 1927 to Issac and Anna Bergman. 
He received his schooling in Winkler and then at age 
14 he moved to Morden, Manitoba with his parents 
where they had purchased a small ranch. He contin
ued his schooling in Morden. He went to Winnipeg in 
1948 where he gotajob as a carpenter at the Hudson's 
Bay Company. He worked there for one year and then 
in October of 1949 he got a job as a truck driver for 
Gretsinger and Sons Transport. In 1955 Gretsinger 
and Sons sold out to Naaykens Transport, and Tony 
stayed on with them to help in running the business. 
October, 1981, will mark 32 years in the transportation 
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industry for Tony. 
Tony married Alma Rosentrator of Beausejour 

on June I, 1951, in Beausejour. They lived in 
Winnipeg for the next 11 years and in 1962 when 
Naaykens Transport decided to move the head office 
to Beausejour and run everything out of one location. 
Tony and Alma bought a house in Beausejour, and 
have called Beausejour their home ever since. 

Tony and Alma have three children. Doug is the 
owner of Bergies Store. Barbara married Harlon 
Kintop and now lives in Winnipeg. Janice lives at 
home and is working in Winnipeg. 



,", " ,"," ."- "' -~ :. --:.:: 

Dudych Family History 

John and Emily Dudych have lived in Beause
jour since 1955. They are owners of a business known 
as Johnny's Electric. 

John is the son of Jacob and Mary Dudych, 
both from Western Ukraine. His parents came to 
Canada with their respective families in 1911. They 
were married in 1914 and settled on a homestead five 
miles north of Chatfield, Manitoba. After spending 20 
years on developing their homestead, they moved to a 
grain farm in Hazelridge, Manitoba. This was the 
spring of 1935. Times were hard (known as the Dirty 
Thirties), however, they managed to bring up a family 
of four; two sons and two daughters. Their daughter, 
Kay (Rumak) lives in Beausejour; Diane (Tchir) in 
Winnipeg; son Steve in Vancouver, B.C.; and John in 
Beausejour. 

John received his primary education in the 
Chatfield School district of Wheat-Hill. He took 
Grades Nine, Ten and Eleven by correspondence. 
Later, from Hazelridge, he studied Electrical Engineer
ing with American Schools. While on the farm, John 
took an active part in the Co-op movement and the 
Farmer's Union. He also worked with the Hazelridge 
Junior Seed Growers Club. He held the title of Junior 
Wheat King for four consecutive years, and one year 
came second in the Toronto Royal Fair senior compet
ition. 

In February of 1947, John got his electrician's 
license from the Manitoba Power Commission and 
went into business on his own as an Electrical Wiring 
Contractor. At the time of writing, John has devoted 
34 years of his life to his trade. He still talks of the 
thrill in his life, admiring all those farm yard-lights 
when the power was first turned on in rural areas. 
Where there was nothing but total darkness before, 
he says he felt as though he gave life to the farms. 

In 1954, John married EmilyYanowsky, daughter 
of Martin and Mary Yanowsky of Vita, Manitoba. 
Emily came from a family of three sisters. Her sisters 
Anne and Margaret are married to two brothers and 
live in Toronto, Ontario. Her parents also migrated 
from Europe, settling on a homestead in Vita. In 1944, 
Emily's father passed away. The mother did her best 
to continue farming, but in 1949 sold the farm and 
took her family to Winnipeg, Manitoba. The girls as 
well as the mother took up any employment available 
in order to make a living. 

When John and Emily married they moved 
to Beausejour, taking Emily's mother to live with 
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them. In 1955, they opened an appliance and 
electrical store at 418 Park Avenue in Beausejour. 
John continued his wiring career and with Emily's 
help also managed the sales and service, selling white 
goods, radios and televisions. 

John and Emily are both devoted members of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Parish of The Holy Ghost. 
They are also active with the Parent's Committee of 
Winnipeg, working to promote st. Vladimir's College, 
which is a Minor Seminary. Their three sons all took 
their high school training through this College. 

John and Emily are parents of three sons and 
three daughters: Joseph, Walter, Nestor, Theresa, 
Christine and Veronica. 

Joseph attended the University of Manitoba 
and the University of Winnipeg. He taught school at 
St. Vladimir's College for two years and was a choir 
director and teacher of Ukrainian dancing. He was 
one of the 20 dancers who were chosen to represent 
Canada at the U.S.A. Centennial celebration. He was a 
member of the Hoosli Choir, and made a recording of 
Ukrainian songs. He was a participant in other 
recordings. While teaching at Roblin, he directed the 
st. Vladimir's choir and made another recording of 
religiOUS songs, which was recorded in the Cook's 
Creek Prairie Cathedral. He teaches music and his 
ambition is to become a recording producer. 

Joseph is married to Sandra Osachuk who was a 
news announcer with CKRC and later a staff reporter 
with the Roblin Review. 

Walter, a graduate of St. Vladimir's Minor 
Seminary, obtained his Bachelor of Arts from York 
University in Toronto. He is now studying Theology 
in Rome. His ambition is to become a priest. 

Theresa graduated from Beausejour Collegiate, 
and studied nursing at Misericordia School of 
Nursing. She has since graduated and is now 
employed as an R.N. at Misericordia Hospital. 

Nestor completed his Grade 12 at st. Vladimir's 
College and intends to enter University to study 
engineering. 

Christine and Veronica are twin sisters, still 
studying at Edward Schreyer Collegiate, with an eye 
towards the medical profession. 

John and Emily have made a lot of friends in 
the Beausejour-Brokenhead area, and plan to retire in 
Beausejour. 

By: Mr. John Dudych. 
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Ernest and Augusta Drewlo 
Family History 

Ernest Drewlo was born in Zhitomir. Volhynia. 
Russia on August 30. 1882. He was the son of 
Christian Drewlo and his wife Ernestine (Bauch) 
Drewlo. 

They emigrated to Canada in 1905. their destin
ation being Beausejour. 

Mr. and Mrs. Drewlo had eight children. all 
born in Canada. They were: Bert. Olga. Margaret. 
Arthur. Leonard. Alma. Hamilton and Mae. 

Bert is married to Doris McCaully and lives in 
Winnipeg. Olga married Oscar Fred Jenkins of 
Winnipeg. Margaret married Anthony Sokol of Winnipeg. 
Arthur married Tillie Litke and lives in Winnipeg. 
Leonard (Len) married Helen Kaszowski of Beause
jour. Alma married Anthony Bonner of Beausejour. 
Hamilton (Ham) lives in Winnipeg. Mae lives in 
Clandeboye and is married to William Streich. 

Ernest Drewlo was a laborer with no special 
skills. He therefore took whatever jobs he could get. 
Upon arrival in Canada his first employment was in 
the Beausejour Glass Factory. He worked there until 
the factory closed. He then got a job in the 
neighbouring brick factory. at that time operated by 
the late J. L. Turner. When that factory closed he 
started work with Litz Movers of Winnipeg. At times 
he was self employed as a handy man around 

Ernest and Augusta Drewlo. 
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Beausejour. doing odd jobs. including some building 
repairs. In 1932 he took a contract loading sand for 
the Alsip Brick and Tile Company in Beausejour. This 
lasted until 1935. His sons Bert. Arthur and Leonard 
helped. In the latter part of his life he was caretaker of 
the Town Hall and Offices in Beausejour. He held this 
job until he retired. 

Mr. and Mrs. Drewlo and the family were 
members of the Zion Lutheran Church in Beausejour. 
and for some time Mr. Drewlo was choir director in 
that church. His musical talent was not limited to 
singing only. as he was quite good with musical 
instruments. He organized and trained a local band 
made up of church members. They were Karl Kern. 
Andrew Kern. Jack Ott. Dan Rosentreter. Fred Martin. 
Gustav Litke. Ed Schoenberger. Albert Sies and Wally 
Best. One old time resident remembers that it was a 
treat to hear the band play on New Year's Eve. 
accompanied by the church bells from the various 
churches. ushering in the New Year. On Easter 
morning they would play in front of the old Zion 
Church welcoming the sunrise. 

Ernest Drewlo died on November 21. 1971. His 
wife Augusta died in 1962. 

By: Len Drewlo. 



Clement Relf Family History 

George Head Relf was born in Sussex. England. 
in 1882. He married Beatrice Ethel Dowling in 1908 in 
Sussex. England. She was born in 1882. They 
emigrated to Canada in 1914. bringing with them their 
three children: Clement. Barron Richard and Beatrice 
Ethel. They settled in London. Ontario. where Mr. 
Relf obtained work on a farm. He worked on that farm 
for one and a half years. He then moved to Molson. 
Manitoba. and from there to St. Ouens. In St. Ouens 
he started work with the C.P.R. and worked there from 
1915 to 1922. When he left the railroad he bought a 
farm in the St. Ouens area. He farmed until 1946 . Two 
more children were born in Canada. They were 
George Raymond and Violet Valentine Eliza. Mr. Relf 
sold his farm in 1946 and moved to Beausejour. taking 
up residence in the old Joseph Keilback house on 
First Street South. 

Barron Richard. the eldest son. married Evelyn 
Stock of Brandon. where he owned and operated 
"Relf's Plumbing and Heating". Some years later he 
built and operated the North Hill Motel until his death 
in 1969. Barron and his wife. Evelyn. had five 
children. 

Beatrice Ethel. the eldest daughter. married Joe 
Rowland of Winnipeg. They had two daughters and 
made their home in Lethbridge. Alberta. Joe is now 
deceased. 

George Raymond married Ruby Parks of Lac du 
Bonnet. They have six children and reside in 
Winnipeg. 

Violet married George Holowinski of Beause
jour. They have four children. They live in the old 
Relf home on First Street South in Beausejour. 

Clement married Violet Leah of Winnipeg in 
1938. Clement worked on his father's farm until 1944. 

He and Violet moved to Beausejour. and started his 
own business as plasterer and bricklayer. He worked 
at that trade until his retirement in 1977. Clement is a 
member of the Canadian Order of Foresters. He is also 
on the Board of st. James Anglican Church and has 
held that position for many years. 

Clement and Violet had three children. One is 
William Clement who is married to Olga Splett. 
They have four children: Kathy. Keith. Patti and 
Lome. William followed in his father's footsteps as a 
bricklayer and plasterer. William has been active in 
many community affairs. such as the Jay-Cees. 
Canadian Power Toboggan Championship Races. Curl
ing. hockey and baseball. He and his wife Olga are 
members of the Grace Lutheran Church. 

Patricia Gail married Eugene Stefaniuk of Allegra. 
Manitoba. They have two children. Colleen Joy. who 
is married to Mark Lewis of Winnipeg and Curtis 
Eugene. who is unmarried and resides at home. 
Eugene has his own business of Taping and Texturing. 
He works in the Beausejour area. Patricia is active in 
the Guides and Brownies. and also in curling. Eugene 
and Patricia are members of the St. James Anglican 
Church in Beausejour and Patricia is on the church 
board. 

Charles Thomas married Donna Gmiterek of 
Beausejour. They have two children. Tyler and Ryan. 
They reside in Beausejour on Third Street South. 
Charles is active in the Curling Club. He is also on the 
st. James Anglican Church Board. He works as a 
government meat grader in Winnipeg. 

Clement and Violet. although retired. still are 
active in many ways in the community. They reside in 
Beausejour at 338 First Street South. 

By: Clement Relf. 

George and Beatrice Relf around 1940. 
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G. Albright Family History 

Gordon McRae Albright was born in Manitou in 
1921. He arrived in Beausejour in October. 1953. to 
manage the new Liquor store. 

In Beausejour. he met Lilly Reinhardt. who had 
come to the Lydiatt area from Western Prussia. in 
Germany. in 1926. with her parents and brothers and 
sisters. The Reinhardts farmed in Lydiatt until 1946. 
wnen they moved to Chilliwack. B.C. Lil. however. 
returned to Beausejour. worked at the Royal Bank. 
and married Gordon Albright in March of 1955. Lil 
and Gordon have lived in Beausejour ever since. They 
have both been active in community affairs. Gordon 
served as Secretary-Treasurer of the local Lions Club 

Albright Family (1972). 
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for many years. was President of the Curling Club. 
Secretary-Treasurer of the short-lived Golf Club. 
member of the Legion and Chamber of Commerce, 
and Treasurer of the United Church for many years. 

Lil taught Sunday School at St. Paul's United 
Church. sang in the choir there. and served as 
Treasurer of the UCW for many years. 

Gordon and Lil have two children: Kendall 
Gordon. born in September of 1961 and presently 
attending the University of Manitoba; and Sherri 
Lynn. born in May of 1966 and presently in Grade 10 
at the local high school. 



Peter Stiller Family History 

Peter and Anne Stiller moved to Beausejour 
from Siegen, West Germany, in May of 1976, accepting 
a call to pastor the Beausejour Rural Lutheran Parish 
(St. Paul Lutheran Church, Green Bay; st. John 
Lutheran Church, Greenwald; and Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Thalberg). 

Peter was born in Hanover, West Germany 
during World War II. He spent the first five years of 
his life in the country where his family had been 
forced to resettle because of the war. He attended 
school in Hanover, Frankfurt (Main) and Bremen, 
and graduated from Tabor seminary in Marburg 
(Lahn) in West Germany. He was ordained to the 
ministry in 1969. That same year Peter went to the 
Chicago area of the U.S.A., where he pastored a 
small German-speaking congregation. It was 
during this time that he met his wife, Anne (nee 
Watson). 

Anne was born in Tampa, Florida. When she 
was seven years old her parents became missionaries 
to the Orient. The family lived in Japan and Korea for 
about eight years. For several of these years the 
children were taught at home by their mother since 
there was no school they could attend. In 1959 they 
returned to Florida where Anne attended high school. 
She went on to Bible College, nursing school and then 
was graduated from the University of Illinois College 
of Nursing in 1968. 

Anne was an instructor at West Suburban 
Hospital School of Nursing in Oak Park, Illinois, when 
she met Peter, who was then pastoring his first 
church. They became engaged, and she left for a year 
as a short-term missionary in Rhodesia, Africa, where 
she taught in a mission nursing school. Meanwhile, 
Peter had enrolled in the master's program at Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School in Deerfield, Illinois. 

Peter and Anne were married in Chicago on 
March 26, 1972, soon after Anne returned from Africa. 
Anne worked as a public health nurse in Wheaton, 
Illinois while Peter finished his course work and 
thesis for his MA degree. In the spring of 1973, Peter 
received a call from a parish in Siegen, West Germany. 
They moved to Germany in April, and Peter began his 
job as associate pastor for a parish of about 4,000 
members. On June 26, 1973, a son, David Peter, was 
born in Siegen. Anne spent her time as wife and 
mother, and began learning the German language. 
They remained in Siegen until the spring of 1976, 
when Peter received a call to become the pastor of the 
Beausejour Rural Lutheran Parish. 

The Stillers moved into their home at 221 
Turner Street, Beausejour, in April of 1977. On May 
10, 1978 their daughter, Suzanne Goree, was born in 
Winnipeg. The whole family keeps busy with parish 
and community activities and enjoys living in Beause
jour. 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Stiller and family (Sept. 81). 
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William Scharein Family History 

William Scharein was born in Niverville, Man
itoa in 1920. He, with his parents, August and 
Augusta Scharein, three brothers and four sisters 
lived in many parts of Manitoba. William served with 
the Army Medical Corps from 1940 to 1945. In 1944 
he married Irma Wagner of Prairie Grove, Manitoba. 
Their first home was on Cheriton Avenue in North 
Kildonan. After a year they moved to Westbourne, 
Manitoba, where they farmed for three years. 

In April of 1952, William and Irma purchased 
the Martin Nicholson farm, situated seven miles 
southeast of Beausejour, along the Brokenhead River 
in the Lydiatt district. William's brother, Louis, 
purchased the adjoining property which he farmed 
for 16 years. In 1953, William's parents and brother, 
Frank, moved from Westbourne, Manitoba. They 
resided with William and his family for one year and 
in 1954 Frank purchased the Edward Hastman farm in 
Lydiatt. He farmed here until 1979, sold his farm and 
retired to Beausejour. August and Augusta resided 
with Frank for a few years. They purchased a home in 
Beausejour and resided there until their deaths -

The William Scharein residence in Lydiatt. 
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August in 1959 and Augusta in 1969. 
William and Irma practised mixed farming for 

28 years. During part of this time, William also 
worked for Building Products Ltd. at Seddons Corner. 
Since moving to this area, the Scharein family have 
been members of the Zion Lutheran Church in 
Beausejour, where William served on the Church 
Council for some years. 

William and Irma had two daughters, Linda and 
Carol. Linda taught school in Winnipeg for nine 
years. She married David Sigurdson of Ames, Manitoba. 
They have three children, Darren, Sheralyn and Kevin 
and reside in East Kildonan. Carol teaches school in 
Winnipeg. She married Gerald Smith of Winnipeg. 
They reside in East Kildonan and have purchased the 
Frank Scharein farm as their country residence. 

In 1980 William and Irma moved to Beausejour. 
Their farm was purchased by Bernie and Karen 
Perron. William is presently employed at Pinawa 
Nuclear Research Centre and Irma continues to 
enjoy gardening at their new home. 



Reginald H. Wheeler Family History 

Reg was born in Saskatchewan. Later his family 
moved to Manitoba. Reg spent his school years in 
Winnipeg. He is the oldest son of Alfred and Dorothy 
Wheeler (now deceased), has one older sister, Ethel 
Taylor who lives in Selkirk, Manitoba, a half-brother, 
Gordon, and a half-sister Bernice, both living in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

After leaving school, Reg worked on a mink 
ranch in Ontario, and then joined the Army, serving 
first with the Service Corps, and later with the 2nd 
Armoured Brigade. He spent three and one-half years 
overseas, in England, France, Belgium, Holland and 
Germany, returning to Winnipeg in 1945. He presently 
has over 25 years of service with the Canadian Legion. 

Reg has worked for Eaton's in Winnipeg, the 
Beausejour and the Howland Hotel, on the power line 
at MacArthur Falls, and for the Provincial Engineering 
Department. He was working at Polaris Industries 
when the plant closed and then secured employment 
with the Provincial Parks Branch, working out of Lac 
du Bonnet, Manitoba. 

He met the former Frances Szajowski, and they 
were married in 1947 in St. Mary's R.C. Church in 

Reg. Fran and Ron Wheeler. 
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Beausejour, Manitoba. 
Frances is the daughter of Leo and Anne 

Szajowski. She attended all her school years in 
Beausejour, and after graduating, went to work for 
Eaton's in Winnipeg. 

After they settled in Beausejour, Fran worked 
for the first office of Reimer Agencies, which was later 
changed to William Kozyra Agencies for a total of 19 
years. 

She served as a secretary, and on committees 
for various organizations, enjoyed being an active 
member of the Ladies Legion Auxiliary, and was the 
first woman to serve as a Chairperson of the Spon
soring Committee of the Air Cadet League of Canada. 
She was flown to Penhold, Alberta, to observe the 
cadets at camp and to take in some of their sports 
events. While there, she attended a final parade 
which was televised. Fran is presently employed part
time with the firm of Middleton, Boni, Hawranyk. 

Reg and Fran have one son, Ronald, who 
married Jeanne Dinel. Ronald, Jeanne and grandson, 
Jeffrey live in Timmins, Ontario. 



Leo Szajowski Family History 

Leo was the oldest son of Peter and Mary 
Szajowski. Born in Poland, he emigrated with his 
mother, sister, Carrie, and brother, John, to the U.S.A. 
where his father had emigrated two years previously. 
Then two years later, in 1911, they came to Beause
jour, where his father worked as a bricklayer and 
plasterer. 

As Leo grew up, he worked with his father, 
constructing town sidewalks, worked on St. Mary's 
R.C. Church, on many of the town commercial 
bUildings, and on the Beausejour Hospital. 

He met and married the former Anne Ewecsyn 
in 1925. Anne worked for Mrs. Bars, a local seam
stress, and clerked for many years in the Cosmopolitan 
Store, managed by Mr. Springman. Later she bussed 
back and forth with many others from Town, to work 
at the D.LL.Plant. Anne was fond of working in her 
vegetable and flower garden, and did lovely crochet 
work. 

Leo had served on the Town Council and at one 
time was employed as a night watchman for the Town 
of Beausejour. When his father retired, Leo worked 
with Mr. Steve Badran, combining carpentry and 
bricklaying - plastering in the surrounding district. 

Later he secured employment at the American 

Radar Base and remained employed at the C.F.S. until 
his death in 1962. Anne had passed away in 1961. 

Leo and Anne had two children. One was 
Frances, who married Reg Wheeler, and they had one 
son, Ronald. 

Larry was their only son, and born to them in 
their latter years. Larry attended Beausejour schools. 
He joined the Cubs and Scouts as a boy, and later the 
Army Cadets. He spent two weeks one summer at 
Clear Lake Cadet Camp; the following summer he 
went to the Cadet Camp at Vernon, B.C.; and the next 
year he attended the Cadet Camp at Calgary, Alberta. 
Larry received the Outstanding Cadet of the Year 
Award in 1965. He reached the rank of Lieutenant in 
the Air Cadets and received an award for Outstanding 
Cadet Service from 1962 to 1968. While in high 
school, Larry worked with Mr. M. J. Hoban, learning 
the photography trade. He enjoyed the aerial camera 
work he took part in. He decided to change his line of 
work when he left school. He served an apprentice
ship and attended the required courses, and five years 
later, received his papers as a plumber. His work has 
taken him into the U.S.A., western Canada, the Yukon, 
Alaska, Tuktoyaktuk, and as far north as Cape Perry, 
N.W.T. Larry is presently living in Beausejour. 

Left to right, back row: Leo Szajowski, son-in-law Reg 
Wheeler. Front row: Anne Szajowski, son Larry, daughter 
Fran. 
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Ronald Wade William Wheeler 
Family History 

Ronald is the only son born to Reginald and 
Frances Wheeler. He received his education in 
Beausejour, and as a boy, served as an altar boy at St. 
Mary's R.C. Church. He joined the Cubs and Scouts, 
where he won the Beausejour "Best Scout of the Year" 
award. 

Later he joined the Beausej our Squadron of the 
Army Cadets. During the first summer two weeks 
were spent at the Clear Lake Cadet Camp at 
Vernon, B.C., where he was chosen as a member of 
the Honor Guard. In 1964 he received the Out
standing Cadet of the Year award in Beausejour and 
reached the rank of Lieutenant. 

After leaving school, Ron was accepted at the 
Haileybury School of Mines in Ontaria, where he 
graduated in 1971. The first summer he worked in 
Newfoundland, and the second summer in northern 
Quebec. 

He has received his private pilot's license, and 
wrote for Zone Three for "Angler and Hunter", a 
magazine featuring wildlife in Ontario. He served as 
secretary for his zone. He is presently employed by 
Texas-Gulf. 

While in Haileybury, he met Jeanne Dinel, the 

third youngest daughter of 10 surviving children born 
to Leo and Pearl Dinel. 

Jeanne was born in North Cobalt, Ontario, and 
attended school in Haileybury, and later, College in 
Timmins. An active curler, she enjoys cross country 
skiing and boating with her husband. At present she 
is employed with the Bank of Nova Scotia in Timmins, 
as an Internal Auditor. 

Ron and Jeanne were married in September of 
1972 in the Holy Cross Church in Haileybury, Ontario, 
and chose the same church for the christening of 
their first-born, Jeffrey Wade, in 1979. 

Jeffrey Wade has the following 'family tree': 
His parents are Ronald Wheeler and Jeanne Dinel; 
Grandparents: Reg Wheeler, Fran Szajowski, Leo 
Dinel, Pearl Palmer; Great grandparents: Leo Szajowski, 
Anne Ewecsyn, Alf Wheeler, Dorothy Langabeer; 
Great-great grandparents: Peter Szajowski, Mary 
Bratkiewicz, George Ewecsyn, Mary Pendekowski; 
Great-great-great grandparents: Jacob Szajowski, 
Anna Palczynska, Mikolaj Bratkiewicz and Caroline 
Tyndorf. 

The above names indicate English, French, 
Polish, Ukrainian and possibly German ancestry. 

Left to right: Ronald, Jeanne and son Jeffrey Wheeler. 
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Reinhold Linke Family History 

Reinhold Linke was born on July 12. 1901 in 
Warsaw. Poland. After serving with the Polish Army 
during World War I. he carne to Canada. making his 
first horne in Weyburn. Saskatchewan. in 1926. Here 
Reinhold worked on the railroad and on a farm. It was 
here in Weyburn that he met Hilda (Saunerburg) of 
Cromwell. Manitoba. who became his bride on Decem
ber 31. 1928. Here they lived and laboured for six 
years and were blessed with two daughters and a son. 

Along carne the 'Dirty 30's' and they picked up 
lock. stock, and barrel, and moved to the Beausejour 
District. After a few short months they took up 
permanent residence on the farm just southwest of 
Beausejour where Hilda still resides. Here on the 

farm Reinhold farmed prosperously and was blessed 
with four more children. In 1970 Reinhold retired 
from the farm and his eldest son purchased the farm. 
his four daughters. Freida. Alma, Evelyn and Manda 
are now living in Manitoba. His eldest son, Art. is on 
the horne farm. Son Edward is in Ontario and 
youngest son. Rudy is in B. C. 

Reinhold was an active member and one of the 
founding fathers of Grace Lutheran Church Beausejour 
until his passing on November 17. 1980. 

He left his wife Hilda (on the horne farm). seven 
children. 24 grandchildren and five great grand
children scattered across our great land. 

The Sokalski Family History 

Michael Sokalski, his wife and three sons. 
John. Anton and Frank. carne from Poland in 1905. 
After landing in Quebec, they proceeded to Cornwall. 
Ontario. They stayed in Cornwall for a while, but they 
wanted to farm so they carne to Beausejo1,1r. He 
bought 240 acres at 10 dollars per acre in the Sebright 
area. The farm is still in the family and is now being 
farmed by a grandson. Kasimir. The land was 
unimproved and covered mostly by heavy bush. 
There were no buildings so a two room log house was 
built. using logs cut on the farm. The living quarters 
were very crowded for the five members of the family. 
but before the comfort of the family was taken care of. 
sufficient land had to be cleared in order to put in a 
garden and a little grain. The family cut cordwood 
and hauled it to Beausejour and traded for groceries, 
some clothing and anything else that was needed. Mr. 
Sokalski bought a team of oxen for which he paid 
$110.00. He worked the land with these oxen for 
three years, after which he sold them and bought a 
team of broncos from Bethel Brothers of Beausejour. 
The land in the Sebright district was wild and 
unimproved. Some of it was dry but a lot of it was 
swamp or bog. extending from what is now No.12 
Highway at the Modjeski farm. running northwest to 
Lake Winnipeg. 

One day the cattle strayed away from the farm. 
The boys found them on the land which is now owned 
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by Melvin Kurtz. two miles north of Beausejour. One 
of the cows was stuck in the bog and could not 
extricate itself and the more it struggled. the deeper 
she sank in the bog. The boys, not being able to help 
the cow. ran two and a half miles to the farm of Mr. 
Jarske. He harnessed a horse and went back with the 
boys, but when they got there. there was no sight of 
the cow. She had gone down. out of sight. 

Mr. Sokalski was a most welcome settler in the 
community because. being familiar with veterinary 
work from the old country, he was able to look after 
the health of the livestock throughout the neighbour
hood. 

Roads were mostly non-existent at that time 
and the roads that were constructed. were impassable 
after a heavy rain. At one time. Mr. Sokalski, corning 
horne from Beausejour with his oxen. got about a half 
mile from his horne. The wagon got bogged down so 
badly that the oxen could not budge it. The oxen were 
unhitched and the wagon was left in the mud for three 
weeks before they could get it horne. 

The Sokalski family attended the Ladywood 
Sts. Peter and Paul Church. there being none in 
Beausejour. The boys attended the old Bachman 
(later Cromwell) School. The Sokalski family still 
farms the original homestead in the Brokenhead area. 
although it has now expanded to 960 acres. 

~. 
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Don Mann Family History 

Don Mann was employed with C.P.Rail and was 
appointed to the position of Mobile Supervisor for 
this area at the time the C.P.R Station was closed in 
Beausejour and when Customer Service Centre at 
Winnipeg was implemented in early December of 
1972. Don. his wife. Lois. and their family of five 
moved to Beausejour in April of 1973. from Stonewall 
where they lived only seven months prior to moving 
from southeastern Saskatchewan. They lived at the 
Beausejour Motel out of suitcases for three months 
before finally getting a house to rent on Dale Avenue. 
owned by Reg Wheeler. In the fall of 1973 Don and 
Lois purchased a lot on James Avenue. had a house 
built by Beausejour Lumber and Supply. and moved 
in in January of 1974. They still live there today. Lois. 
employed with the Beausejour Co-op. works in the 
meat department. Cynthia. their eldest daughter. 

graduated from the E.S.S. She was the C.P.T.C. 
Carnival Queen. She is now taking occupational 
therapy and lives in Winnipeg, Kurtis, their eldest 
son. graduated from E.S.S. He is employed with C.P. 
Rail as a Train Dispatcher at the Winnipeg Dispatching 
Centre. Lorelei. in Beausejour. helps during summer 
months with 'Meals on Wheels'. lives at home. Kevin. 
the youngest son. graduated from the Edward Schreyer 
School. He is well-known to many in Beausejour 
through hockey participation. He is presently in 
training at the RC.M.P. Training Centre in Regina. 
Monica. the youngest daughter. hopes to complete 
her schooling in Beausejour very soon. 

The Manns are active members of the United 
Church. Don is a board member and the local church 
treasurer. Lois is with the U.C.W .. has served on the 
various offices. and is now president. 

Pulfer Family History 

I, Lewis James Pulfer, was born near Bramp
ton, Ontario, on April 25, 1893. My father, mo
ther, a sister, and two brothers came west in April 
of 1900 and relocated near the C.P.R where the bridge 
crossed Sturgeon Creek. They spent the first winter 
there. I attended Little Mountain School No.32. 

The following year my father purchased land 
near Balmoral and erected a building. 

I attended Centre School until 1910, at which 
time the Northern Crown Bank accepted my application. 
and then I was employed at various places until 1916. 
I was then made manager of the Bank of Miniota. 
Manitoba. 

The recruiting offices of the army and air force 
had turned down my application but. in 1916 I was 
accepted. Due to my having clerical training. I was 
promoted to First Class Clerk. I returned to Canada in 
1919. 

In January of 1920 I received employment with 
the Bank of Toronto. but I did not remain with the 
bank. I took up a "soldier settlement'· and cleared and 
broke up about 60 acres. In the meantime. I was 
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employed as grain buyer for Canadian Consolidated 
Grain Company. 

On December 7. 1921. I married Vera Gaudhe. 
Owing to heavy frost in 1927. which reduced 

the marketable grain. I moved to Beausejour. Manitoba. 
where I worked for the grain company until 1937. 
Then I had the opportunity to apply to the Rural 
Municipality of Brokenhead as a clerk. I held that 
pOSition until 1967 when I retired. We moved to 
Victoria. B.C .. where we lived for a number of years. 
We are now back in Winnipeg. 

There are six children in our family. Bernice 
married Arthur Lawlor. James married Beverly Mc
Donald. Albert (Marty) married Norma Giffin. Lois 
married Phil Masho. Verna married Jim Ormiston. 

There are 16 grandchildren and seven great 
-grandchildren. 

I also served as Mayor of the Town of Beausejour 
from 1946-1949 and was on the War Finance Committee 
during the Second World War. I also served on the 
other various community projects. 

By: Louis Pulfer. 



The Towle Family History 

Mr. E. A. Towle came from Liverpool. England, 
in 1880. He was 21 years old and single. His wife, 
Georgina Monnington was also single and came 
about the same time. They were married in Winnipeg 
and settled there, with Mr. Towle obtaining a job as a 
section man with the C.P.R. Mr. Towle was promoted 
and was transferred to Morris as a section foreman. 
He also worked in Niverville. In Morris he was in 
charge of the construction of the 'Diamond', the point 
where the C.N.R. crosses the C.P.R. 

In 1890, Mr. Towle quit the railroad and pur
chased 240 acres of land on the Brokenhead River at 
Sinnott, now called st. Ouens. The land was described 
as part of Section 28-14-8 East. In 1891 Mrs. Towle 
and her three children, Georgina, Edward (Ted) and 
Victor left Winnipeg and moved to the farm at st. 
Ouens. 

When the First World War broke out in 1914, 
Ted joined the Armed Forces with the Canadian Horse 
Artillery. He was wounded in action and at the end of 
the war he returned home. His first marriage was to 
Jessie Turner, an only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Samuel Turner, pioneers of Beausejour. Jessie had 
been teaching school in Beausejour. They had one 
daughter by the name of Jean. Ted bought a farm in 
Swan River and he and his wife and daughter moved 
there. Mrs. Turner became ill and died in a Winnipeg 
hospital. His second marriage was to Margaret Reed, 
who had been employed by a surgical supply company, 
Fisher Burpee, of Winnipeg. He had no children with 
her. They lived for a while in st. Ouens and later 
moved to Rabbit Lake, Saskatchewan. He died there. 
His wife remained in Rabbit Lake. Georgina married 
Ernie Frayne, who was employed by the Pine Falls 
Paper Company in Pine Falls in the company store. 

Both Ted and Victor were sportsmen. Ted 
played baseball for Beausejour and Victor played 
hockey for Beausejour. Some of Victor's team mates 
were Alex Waddell, John Turner, Jim Turner, Bill 
Dugard, Alex Small and Gordon James. 

Vic also says that he was a musician. He played 
the violin with a local dance orchestra, which included 
Dave Shade and John Turner. Unlike today, there 
were many dances in the community during the 
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winter. Therefore, Vic must have been kept very busy. 
Upon the death of Mr. and Mrs. Towle, their son, 

Victor, took over the family farm. In 1929 Victor 
married Laura Ella Jones of Winnipeg. They had two 
sons, George and Bert. George is married and lives in 
Lac du Bonnet. Bert is also married and lives in 
Beausejour where he is employed by Video T.V. as a 
technician. 

Mr. Towle says that their farm was covered by 
heavy timber. There was nothing cleared. His father 
had to clear enough land to put in a small garden. 
They owned a team of oxen which they used for 
clearing the land. The smaller trees were chopped 
down with an axe. The larger trees had to have their 
roots cut all around and then a rope was tied near the 
top. Then the tree was pulled down by oxen. It was 
very tedious work but there was no other way to do it. 
Mr. Towle says that, on the average, 10 acres of land 
was cleared each year. There was a small wood lot at 
the south west corner of the farm. There were very 
large trees on it and only within the last few years the 
trees were sold for lumber. Although the stand was 
not very large, there were so many trees on it that the 
saw mill was going all winter. Mr. Towle now regrets 
that the trees were cut. Mr. Towle also mentions that 
the land between the house and the road west of the 
farm produced three carloads of wood some years 
back. 

The Towles were not politically minded, but 
Victor did serve as Trustee and Secretary of the St. 
Ouens School District #909 for quite a number of 
years. He was also president of the Brokenhead 
Agricultural Society for 20 years. 

Farm life was very hard in the early days and 
people of necessity had to be cooperative and helped 
each other out in order to survive. 

The Towle family members were Anglicans and 
supported the St. James Anglican Church in Beause-
jour. 

Mr. Towle is now 89 years of age and one of the 
last living pioneers. He is in good health, although he 
says his eyesight is deteriorating. He lives alone on 
the farm and spends his time reading and enjoying his 
many memories. His son, Bert, now farms the land. 



Brendt Family History 

Coming to Canada from Marimberg, Poland, as 
a young man in 1907, Walter Brendt's first job was on 
a farm in Rosenfeld, Manitoba, where he worked for a 
year. Then moving to Winnipeg he worked as a 
"teamster". It was on one of many produce deliveries 
to the Royal Alexander Hotel that he met Frieda 
Guthermuth who worked there at the time and was a 
recent arrival from Chemnitz, Germany. They courted 
for a year and were married in 1910. Moving to 
Beausejour in 1911 they figured they "Stopped at a 
Good Place" and decided to make Beausejour their 
home. They proceeded to raise a family. Mr. Brendt's 
first job in Beausejour was at the glass factory where 
he worked until it closed. Then he worked at Black's 
farm until 1920; then for the Beausejour School until 
1957. Besides being janitor, Mr. Brendt was recruited 
many times as truant officer. He was also as a 
"Sunday traffic cop" in 1929 and 1930, at the corner of 
now First Street and Park Avenue, when the roads 
were gravel and people were beginning to take 
Sunday car rides from Winnipeg in Model 1's and 
Chevy cars to the Beausejour Hotel for the delicious 
dinners served by the Hayes. The purpose there was 
to direct the on coming cars to the right of a wooden 
post that was pounded into the ground in the center 
of the street, and for the out going traffic to keep to 
their right. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Brendt and their children; extreme left, 
Kurt, Mrs. Brendt holding Hilda; and Elsie, standing. 
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In the 1940's he also "babysat" overnight 
prisoners for the local R.C.M.P. in a small jail house 
behind the Town Offices. 

In the 1920's Mrs. Brendt worked out doing 
housework and washing. Being a thrifty person, she 
saved enough money, and was the first woman in 
town to own an electric wringer washing machine, a 
"Marshall Wells" purchased at Dugard's Hardware in 
Beausejour, with a copper bottom and inside casing. 

The first child born to Walter and Frieda was a 
daughter, Elsie. She attended school in Beausejour 
and went to work in Winnipeg as a young girl at the 
Fort Garry Hotel. In 1929 she married Richard Litz in a 
double wedding ceremony at Zion Lutheran Church, 
the other bride and groom being Olga Drewlo and Fred 
Jenkins. These two couples have celebrated their 
25th, 40th and 50th wedding anniversaries together 
with large family and friends gathering. Elsie and 
Richard had one daughter, Violet, who married Norman 
Berft and they have two children: Hugh and Donna 
Vi-Anne. 

The second child born to Walter and Frieda was 
a son, Kurt. He attended school in Beausejour. As a 
young man he worked at Gretzingers Garage. He also 
chauffered the Doctors Dubnov and Oelkers to 
emergency calls in the country. In 1930 he moved to 
Winnipeg and worked for Bradleys Transfer, R. Litz 
Movers and from 1935 to 1975 at Building Products. 
He married Mary Kozak in 1934. They had two 
children: Elsie and Robert. Elsie married Joseph 
Hetzel and they have five children: Robert, Debbie, 
John, Curt and Sandra. Robert and wife, Laurie, have 
two children: Rory and Lisa. 

The third child born to Walter and Frieda was a 
daughter, Hilda. She attended school in Beausejour. 
She worked at the Fort Garry Hotel in Winnipeg. She 
married in 1941 to Harold Mullan. They moved to 
Rouyn, Quebec, then Sault St. Marie, then Toronto, 
where Harold died. Hilda worked for the Blind 
Institute, starting in 1944 in Toronto, for 28 years. 
She married Oliver J. Kimber and they now reside in 
Mississauga, Ontario. 

The fourth child was a daughter, Martha. She 
attended school in Beausejour. She worked in 
Toronto and then Winnipeg. In 1943 she joined the 
Womens Naval Service (Wrens). She took her training 
in Galt, Ontario, and was stationed in Halifax, then 
overseas and stationed in Scotland. She returned to 
Canada and was stationed in Victoria, B.C. She 
received her discharge in 1946. She married Joseph 
A. Moar in 1947. They farmed three miles north of 
Selkirk. Joe was also working as a mechanic for 
International Harvester. They had four children: 
Wesley, Kathleen, Janet and James. All are married 
and there are 11 grandchildren. Her husband was 
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deceased in 1974. She now lives in Selkirk. 
The fifth child born to Walter and Frieda was a 

daughter, Clara. She attended school in Beausejour. 
She worked at the Fort Garry Hotel in Winnipeg until 
joining the Air Force in 1943, and trained as a 
practical nurse. She was stationed in St. Thomas, 
Ontario, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia and in Alberta. She 
married William Parr in 1945 in Toronto. They had 
two sons, now all living in London, Ontario. They 
have two grandchildren: Shauna Jane born to Brian 
and wife; and Matthew born to Warren and Linda. 

The sixth child born to Walter and Frieda was a 
daughter, Violet. She attended school in Beausejour. 
She worked in Winnipeg and Beausejour. She 

married in 1951 to Archie Neyedly. They made their 
horne in Beausejour and carried on the clothing 
business on Park Avenue. They had two children: 
Ralph and Florence. Archie passed away in October of 
1978. 

The seventh child born to Walter and Frieda 
was a son, William. He attended school in Beausejour. 
In 1944, at the age of 18, he went into the army. On 
returning, he was employed as a tinsmith. Presently 
he is employed by the Agassiz School Division, and 
resides at the "horne place" which has been the family 
property for 70 years. 

By: Vi Neyedly. 

Hazel Drysdale Family History 

As Hazel Drysdale and then Stanley, I spent the 
first 26 years of my life (1920 - 1946) in Beausejour. I 
grew up knowing the old timers or pioneers and I 
remember the early beginnings of a town. 

In 1940 I was the first woman to join the staff of 
the Royal Bank of Canada; remaining until 1946. I 
married J. Edward Stanley of Brandon, Manitoba. Ed 
served four years with the Canadian Army, most of 
these in Italy. In January of 1946 he became 
employed by the Federal Government and we made 
our horne in Winnipeg. Here four children were born: 

Janet, David (died in infancy), Sheila and Harold. In 
1964 we moved to Calgary, Alberta, where Ed died in 
1978. 

All of the family are graduates of the University 
of Calgary. Sheila also obtained a Master's degree in 
music from the University of Victoria. There are two 
grandchildren: Jessica and Peter Marshall, Janet's 
family. 

I am proud to tell people that I'm from Beause
jour, not just Manitoba. 

By: Hazel B. Stanley. 

Lewis Nagam Family History 

Lewis was born in Eriksdale, Manitoba, on 
August 2, 1922. He is the son of Alex and Lena 
(Curley) Nagam. Alex was born in Syria and Lena was 
born in Romania. The Nagam's ethnic origin is 
Syrian and Romanian and their religious affiliation 
is Roman Catholic. 

Lewis's wife is Elva Paterson. Elva was born on 
March 29,1932 in Gilbert Plains, Manitoba. She is the 
daughter of Bill and Marie (Brown) Paterson. Bill was 
born on September 4, 1911 in Manitoba and Marie 
was born on September 20, 1912 in Ontario. The 
Patersons were of English, Irish and Scottish descent. 
Their main religious affiliation is United. 

Lewis and Elva Nagam, along with their eight 
children: Melvin, Dennis, Larry, Bonnie, Greg, Jeffrey, 
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Rhonda and Rodney, arrived in Tyndall in May of 
1966. 

Melvin married Cecila. They have three sons: 
Trevor, Ellius and Brian. They reside in Winnipeg. 
Dennis resides in Edmonton. Larry married Gloria. 
They have two children: Jeffrey and Shannon. They 
also live in Winnipeg. Bonnie married Steve Sims. 
They have three children: Michelle and Melissa and 
Stefannie (twins). The Sims now reside in Tyndall. 
Greg married Marie. They have one daughter, Rhonda 
May. They reside in Winnipeg. Jeffrey married 
Beverly and they reside in Hinton, Alberta. Rhonda 
married Allan Catellier and they reside in Beausejour. 
Rodney lives in Winnipeg. 



Andrew Seraphin Family History 

The Andrew Seraphin family was comprised of 
seven family members. Andrew and his wife, Frances, 
had five chifdren: one son, John, and four daughters, 
Pearl, Mary (Quigley), Anne (Wolanin) and Nell (Rumak). 

Andrew arrived in Canada from Novosiulka, 
Poland in 1910, alone, whereupon he travelled to 
British Columbia to be employed by Canadian National 
Railways on construction. Following a brief return to 
Poland to bring his family over, he settled in the west 
end of Beausejour in 1912, together with his wife, 
Frances, son, John, and daughter, Pearl. Their 
Second Street residence next to the present Beause
jour Elementary School became the longest lived in 
Seraphin home (1920-1961). As the "Depression
Hungry 30's" brought high umemployment, Andrew 
was forced to seek employment away from home. 

Southwestern Saskatchewan, in the area of 
Gravelburg, was where he became employed as a CNR 
sectionman (1926-1931). Layoff brought him back to 
Beausejour to join his family and ill wife. Frances 
died in 1930 on December 16th. 

With the expansion of the Beausejour Elementary 
School, Andrew sold his home property to the School 
and moved to a house he bought on Gertrude Avenue 
West. He died on May 15, 1963. 

Son, John, is retired and lives on the farm south 

Andrew Seraphin, July 1956. 
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of Beausejour. Daughter, Pearl, was unmarried and 
died on June 5, 1962. 

Mary married Joseph Quigley of Cochrane, 
Alberta. They had no children. Joseph died on July 
22, 1967. Mary now resides in Winnipeg. 

Anne married Michael Wolanin of Beausejour. 
They had two sons, Jim and Raymond. Michael died 
on June 23, 1975. Jim married Verna Jurewicz and 
they live in Winnipeg. He teaches at R. B. Russell 
School. His wife, Verna, is nursing at the St. Boniface 
Hospital. They have three sons. Raymond is a 
Pharmacist and is presently Assistant Director of 
Pharmacy at the General Hospital in Brantford, Ontario. 
He is unmarried. Anne is residing in Beausejour. 

Nell was married to Fred Rumak of Beausejour. 
They had two children, son, Fred Jr. and daughter, 
Andrea. Fred died on November 6, 1970. Fred Jr.is a 
Geologist and living in Calgary, Alberta. He is 
employed by Gulf Oil of Canada. He is married to 
Verna Kazina of Tyndall and they have two children. 
Fred Jr. was the first baby born in the Beausejour 
Hospital on December 13, 1950. Andrea is single and 
is employed by the City of Winnipeg as an Organization 
Analyst with the Personnel Department. Nell resides 
in Beausejour and is employed with The Atomic 
Energy of Canada Limited, Pinawa. 

i 

t 
~: . 



Joseph and Elizabeth Groinus 
Family History 

Joseph was born in 1860 at Kovno. Lithuania 
and prior to emigrating to Canada in 1894 was a 
coachman for an aristocratic family. He worked on a 
farm north of Beausejour and during the winter 
months hauled many loads of cordwood into town. 
On one of these trips he saw a young lady and decided 
he would marry her - he never even spoke to her. 
The chance meeting occured when Elizabeth Schreyer 
met one of these returning caravans of empty sleighs. 
Her father. Anton. had asked one of the neighbours 
hauling wood to town to bring back an order of 
groceries for the family which Elizabeth went to pick 
up from the returning neighbour. 

Joseph moved into the city of Winnipeg to work 
and stayed with the Tolosko family. Anton Tolosko's 
father. Remembering the young lady that caught his 
eye and also in the interval having purchased a farm 
(NY2 of SE!4 2-14-7E) from Thomas Kawecki in the 
area, he asked Mr. Schreyer for the hand of his 
daughter, Elizabeth. Times were a little difficult but 
funds were found for Anton to take Elizabeth by 
train to Winnipeg to meet suitor Joseph. A marriage 
was arranged and the following day of January 4, 
1900 they were married at the Holy Ghost RC. 
Parish in Winnipeg. Elizabeth did not even have 
time to fetch her wedding dress in her hope chest. 
That winter they lived with the T olosko family but 
in the spring they moved out to the farm that cost 
him $95.00 in July of 1898. 

Joseph and Elizabeth Groinus (1919). 
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They lived in the old house on the farm but 
found it very cold in the winter. They built on a new 
site a two room log house and later added a lean-to for 
a kitchen. In 1919 they built a new home from lumber 
- the year of the great hail damage in the area on 
July 18th. The crops were totally destroyed and funds 
had to be borrowed for taxes and provisions to the 
new crop year. 

Six children were born to the family: Anton 
(1900). John (1902). Leona (1903). Frances (1905). 
Arthur (1907). Stanley (1909) and George (1914). 

Leona, Arthur, Frances, mother Elizabeth, George, Anton, 
Stanley. 

Son. Anton. married Eva Lachowski and they 
farmed on the paternal farm before selling and re
establishing at Dugald. They sold this farm and 
moved to the Vancouver area where widow Eva lives 
currently. Their son. Alfred married to Bernadette 
Pyra. is part of the B.C. Railroad management team 
while son, Joseph is single and works in the B.C. Te
lephone field. Daughter, Gloria, is married to Ron 
Dufault who is with the sheriff's office currently but 
was a member of the R.C.M.P. and a member of the 
North Vancouver police force. 

Son. John married Helen Mikolash and they 
farmed in the Tyndall area. They are both deceased 
and left no family behind. 

Daughter, Leona, married John W. Pfeifer and 
they farmed in the Ladywood area un til they sold and 
retired to live in Beausejour. John was famous for 
miles around as the "bicycle repair shop". He also 
livened up parties with his accordion. Their son. Joe 
married Bertha Urbanski and he and his brother. Fred. 
are respected for their quality finish carpentry work. 



Fred married Julie Kozina and they reside in Beause
jour. Both brothers played for many years in an 
orchestra - accordion and banjo. Daughter, Helen, 
married Nick Basarowich and make their home in 
Anoka. Minn. U.S.A. Son. Henry. married Bernice 
Martini and they make their home in Winnipeg where 
he is engaged in the aircraft industry repair field. 
Daughter. Frances married Anton Peltz who farmed in 
this area but now they make their home in Winnipeg. 
Son. Stanley. married Sally Gmitroski and they make 
their home in Winnipeg. 

Daughter. Frances. married Alphonse Kawecki 
and are still on the farm north of the Groinus paternal 
farmstead. Their son. Richard. married Edna Belluk 
and has been with the co-operative retailing system 
for the last 28 years. currently at Beausejour. 
Daughter. Florence. now deceased. married Ambrose 
Modrzejewski and farmed in the Sand Hill district. 

Son. Arthur married Marie Tracey and make 
their home in the Minneapolis area where he is re
tired from the Honeywell Corp. Their son, Robert, 
is in police work in Minneapolis. Daughter, Janet, 

married to Bill Chenney makes her home in Black 
Duck, Minn. Son, Gary and daughter, Carol, are 
both married and residing in the Minneapolis area. 

Son, Stanley married Mary Hlady and farmed 
in the Tyndall area but later he worked at the Cana
dian Forces Base at Muskwa before retiring. Maryis 
deceased but son. Laurence lives with his father 
while son. Wilfred is married and resides in Tyndal. 

Son. George. married Genvieve Pichnicki and 
farmed south of the paternal farm before relocating to 
a dairy farm in Prairie Grove. where they live in 
retirement. Their son Edward has taken over the 
family farm but is also an Air Canada employee. 
Daughters. Elizabeth and Clara married brothers. 
Lado and Frank Chongva and they make their homes 
in Dugald. Daughter. Marieanne. married Al Hoyer 
while daughter. Rose Mary. married Tom Foster and 
daughter. Grace. married Keith Page. 

Elizabeth. after the death of Joseph. married a 
Fredrich Rattai and lived in Beausejour until he 
predeceased her. She was in her 99th year at the East 
Gate Manor when she died. 

Wilhelm and Paulina Trapp Family History 
1850-1939 

Wilhelm Trapp was one of a family of three 
children born to landowners. Gottfried and Augusta 
Trapp (nee Bauschke). at Rummelsburg. Germany in 
1850. 

After growing up and serving in the Prussian 
Army for a period of time. he moved to Kries Rovno 
Province of Volyhnia, Russia in 1877, a distance of 
some 500 miles. There he met and married Paulina 
Kuehn. They farmed in the area for 13 years and had a 
family of five children. 

Political unrest and suppression in the country 
precipitated his decision to emigrate to Canada in 
1890. He came alone and obtained employment in 
Winnipeg. In three years he earned enough to pay his 
family's passage to Canada. They arrived in the fall of 
1893. By 1896 he had purchased and moved his 
family to N.E'Y2 of 12-15-7 E. at Brokenhead. He had 
paid $10.00 on a claim on N.W.~ of7-15-8 E. and his 
son Gustav had filed a claim on the adjoining 80 
acres. 

The immense task of clearing and breaking the 
land was undertaken by all with the exception of 
daughter. Emelia. who had married Fredrick Otto. She 
took up residence in Thalberg. Wilhelmina and 
Herman had died in early childhood. They are buried 
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in the family cemetery on the banks of the Broken
head River. The names of the other family members 
are: Gustav. Albert. Reinhold. Rudolph and William. 

The Trapp farm was a busy place with many 
cattle and always some fast stepping horses. The 
Trapp home was known to always being open to 
travellers from far and near. It was used regularly by 
many as a stopover for a warm meal and rest for weary 
people and animals, for the age of the auto had not 
arrived. 

As was the custom. the home farm was taken 
over by son. William. with whom the parents lived out 
their days. 

Grandmother Paulina Trapp died in 1928 at the 
age of 69 and is remembered for her unbounded love 
and generosity. 

Grandfather Wilhelm Trapp died in 1939 at the 
age of 89 and is remembered for his deep interest and 
involvement in all matters political. his subscription 
to and reading of publications both English and 
German. and also his ability to converse with people 
of various ethnic origins in their own tongue. 

By grandchildren: Eleanor Bauschke 
Evelyn Nault 
Arthur Trapp 



John Vass Family History 

John Vass was born in Balintor, Scotland in 
October of 1857. The son of Captain Finly Vass and 
Elsie Vass. Margaret Vass was born in Balintor, 
Scotland in October of 1872. She was the daughter of 
Alexander Skinner and his wife, Ann Ross. 

John Vass came to Canada in 1877 at the age of 
20. He arrived in Beausejour and celebrated his 
birthday with Angus McLeod. Angus farmed where 
the Government garage now stands. Mr. Vass worked 
at his trade as a blacksmith in Winnipeg and West 
Selkirk. He was a regular visitor to Beausejour. He 
found the people friendly, and they made the young 
Scot feel at home. 

In 1885 he left Winnipeg for Medicine Hat, 
Alberta. He stayed there for three years, then left for 
Boston, Mass., to work with his cousin in his business. 
In 1890 he was called home to Scotland owing to 
sudden illness of his mother. 

On April 2, 1891, he married Margaret Skinner, 
and on April 3rd, they left Scotland for Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. After arriving in Winnipeg, they stayed at 
Mrs. Vass's cousin's place, who was Mr. Ross of the 
"Ross House". John began work at Mr. Ashdown's 
store. Mr. Ashdown had a horse and buggy and they 
picked up syrup and lard pails, or sheet metal they 
could use. John was handy with the tin snips, and 
they turned the cans into pots, pans and frying pans. 
Mr. Ashdown asked John to go in to the company with 
him, but in the meantime Ann McKenzie, proprietor 
of the Merchants Hotel. invited Mr. and Mrs. Vass to 
Selkirk. On that visit Mrs. Vass fell in love with 
Selkirk, so John gave up his work at Ashdown's shop 
and moved to Selkirk. He opened a shop on Eveline 
Street in October 1891 and had a very prosperous 
business after receiving a contract from the govern
ment to repair barge and freight ships used in 
transportation to and from Norway House and points 
north. In 1895 John's friend Angus McLeod became 
ill, so John had Angus move to his home in Selkirk. 
Between Dr. Grain and Mrs. Vass's good care, they had 
him back on his feet in six months, and back on his 
farm in Beausejour. 

This is something I must mention. John Vass 
forged a large chain in his shop. The Government 
men said it could not be done on his forge, but John 
assured them it could be. That chain was used for the 
anchor on a large barge. I can't remember the 
captain's name on the barge. This chain is some
where in Selkirk or Winnipeg. Perhaps through this 
book somebody will contact me. In 1897 the owner of 
the building that John was renting, returned to 
Selkirk, and decided to take over the prosperous 
business which John had worked up. Bell McRae and 
Wiliam Kingsberry talked John into renting the Lilly 
farm in Clandeboye. Oddly enough it was a pros-
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perous venture but the land was only rented and the 
owners took over. 

On March 8, 1898, John's friend, Angus McLeod 
died. The funeral was from the residence of Mr. M. J. 
Reid. In 1899 the McLeod will was probated and he 
left the farm to Mrs. Vass as a token of appreciation 
for the care and help during his illness. In 1900 John 
bought five lots in Beausejour, three facing Ashton 
Aveue, and two on Pacific Avenue. He built a 
Blacksmith shop on Pacific Avenue. He worked three 
days in East Selkirk in the Roundhouse, and three 
days in Beausejour. He found that he could make 
more money in one day in Beausejour than in three 
days in East Selkirk, so in 1901 he moved the family 
and went back to Beausejour and lived on the McLeod 
farm. The McLeod house was very small so he 
decided to build a house in Beausejour on Pacific 
Avenue, but while the house was being constructed, 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Laurie invited John and his family to 
live with them. Jim Laurie was section foreman at 
that time. 

In 1902 John bought a quarter section in the 
Golden Bay district. Mrs. Vass was very active in 
church and community concerts. She was quite an 
elocutionist in Scotland. She finished her teacher's 
course in Inverness, having high hopes of teaching in 
Canada, but that was not to be, as she devoted her 

John and Archie Vass (1920). 



love and care to her family. Mrs. Vass won many 
prizes for her baking and preserving. 

Most of John Vass' work is gone. In 1904 the 
elders of the Presbyterian Church in Beausejour 
consulted him on how to prevent the walls of the 
church from spreading. John installed a steel rod, 
thus keeping the walls in place. This rod is still in 
place. 

The pastor at that time was Rev. R. M. Dickie. 
The Church is now the United Church. 

In 1907 John decided to farm. He was quite a 
gardener, and on that farm he won many prizes for 
grain and vegetables. John was very proud of his 
prize pumpkin, which weighed 475 pounds. It took 
first prize in Canada, and second prize at the W orId 
Fair in Chicago, edged out by a 500 pound pumpkin. 
That was in 1911. 

John retired in 1927 and moved to Beausejour. 
He died in 1937. His wife, Margaret, died in July of 
1952. 

Mr. and Mrs. Vass had five sons and one 
daughter. They were: William, John, David Finly, 
Alexander Roy, Gladstone, Archie and Elsie Ann. 
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Margaret Vass. 

There was one grandson, Duain Vass, and his wife, 
Joann, and also four great grandchildren. 

By: Elsie Vass. 



James Drysdale Family History 

James Drysdale was born in Elmvale, Ontario, 
on June 17, 1866. He married May Ranny in Portage 
la Prairie in 1891. May Ranny was also from Ontario, 
being born in Petrolia in 1872, a descendent of the 
United Empire Loyalists. 

While they were living in Portage they had their 
first child. Harold was born on July 10, 1893. It was 
not long after that they moved to Tyndall. Here their 
second child, Roxy, was born in 1896. The Drysdales 
then started farming one mile northeast of Beause
jour. Here their second son, Dwight, was born in 
1901, and another daughter, Lulu, in 1904. James 
then built a home for his family in the Town of 
Beausejour. He gave up farming and opened a livery 
stable in the town. 

James Drysdale Family (1919) 
Back row: Lulu, Dwight, May, Harold. 
Front row: Roxy, James, Fanny. 

Roxy has written: "Papa built many buildings, 
among them the Beausejour Hotel, the bank and 
Wyzykowski's store". 

The family left the town, going first to Molson, 
and then to Winnipeg. All the children married and 
went their own ways. Harold was the only Drysdale to 
return to Beausejour. 

Harold married Fanny Lenton on August 20, 
1919. Fanny was from Miami, Manitoba. Theymoved 
from Miami with their infant daughter, Hazel, to 
Beausejour in 1920. Fanny had come from England in 
1913. 

Harold and G. M. Huntley joined partnership in 
a garage. In the 1930's, Harold took on the North Star 
Oil Agency. He continued with this work until his 
death in 1956. 

Harold and Fanny had three children: Wilfred, 
Shirley and Bernard. Harold was very active in sports, 
especially baseball and hockey. He was a charter 
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member of the Beausejour Curling Club. He never 
lost any of his interests. Another interest of his was 
people. Harold served as Mayor of the Town of 
Beausejour in 1939. It was under his mayoralty that 
the Town put in overhead street lamps on Park 
Avenue. 

Harold and Fanny Drysdale (1942). 

Fanny Drysdale will best be remembered for her 
years of devoted service to the people of Beausejour, 
especially those less fortunate than herself. 

Their eldest daughter, Hazel, married Ed Stanley. 
They have three children. Hazel still lives in Calgary. 

Wilfred married June Sylvester. Wilfred is the 
manager of a Bank of Commerce. They have three 
children. Wilf served in the Air Force as a navigator in 
World War II. 

Shirley married Arnie Thompson, and they 
reside in Winnipeg. Shirley is a nurse. They have one 
child. 

Bernard was the only son of Fanny and Harold 
to remain in Beausejour. Bernard took over his 
father's business. During the course of his business 
the operation was changed to Shell Oil. Bernard ran 
fuel trucks all over the area. He was very active in 
curling and baseball. 

Bernard married Beryl Nichols, and they had 
four children. These children were third generation 
Drysdales to grow up in Beausejour. Allison, the 
eldest, is a teacher in Dauphin. Danny is a dentist in 
Pine Falls. Elaine is in Toronto working in a hotel. 
The youngest daughter, Ruth, works for Cable Inter
national in Winnipeg. 

Bernard gave up the business in Beausejour in 
1973, and is now working for Eastern Sales in 
Winnipeg. The four generations of Drysdales have 
happy memories of this: "Our Town". 



Seredynski Family History 

Nicholas Seredynski was born in 1857 in or 
near the Town of Podhajce. Poland. His wife. Mary 
Wnek. was born in 1872 in Rzeszow. Poland. They 
came to Canada in May 1906. landing in Quebec. 
From Quebec they came to Winnipeg. then on to 
Ladywood. They stayed for a year with Mr. and Mrs. 
John Greschuk. Mr. Seredynski obtained a job with 
the C.P.R. in Beausejour. moved his family to Beause
jour, and settled in a house which they purchased on 
Dale Avenue. He worked for the railroad until 1918. 
and then moved to a quarter section of land south of 
Beausejour. Mr. Seredynski farmed until his death in 
1934. Upon the death of his father. son Henry. took 
over the farm. and together with his mother. farmed 
until 1940. That year Mrs. Seredynski moved to 
Beausejour and made her home on Turner Street. and 
lived there with her son. William. In 1949 the farm 
was sold to Mr. Louis Germain. Mrs. Seredynski died 
in 1951. 

Mr. and Mrs. Seredynski had 10 children. They 
were: Joseph, Bernice, Leopold, Petrunella, Clemen
tine and Frank, who were born in Poland; and Anton, 
William, Henry and Adeline, who were born in 
Canada. 

Joseph was born on March 16. 1888. He was 
married to Julia Cheop. They had five children: Elsie. 
Adolph. Kasimir. Agnes and Leon. Joseph was 
employed by the C.P.R.. and was section foreman at 
Kalmar. Ontario and Molson. Manitoba. 

Bernice was born on September. 26. 1891. and 
was married to Sam Basnicki of Raymond. Alberta. 
They had four children: Jennie. Michael, Anne and 
Mary. 

Leopold was born in January of 1893 and was 
married to Mollie Stadnicki of Parkland. Alberta. 
They had five daughters: Laura (now deceased). 
Florence. Helen. Leona and Marcella. 

Petrunella was born on May 3. 1896. She 
married E. R. Keener of Canora. Saskatchewan. They 
had four children; Grace. John. Bernice and Edward. 

Clementine was born on January 6. 1899. She 
married Paul Gmiterek of Cloverleaf. They had five 
children: Emily. Casimir. Anton. Edward. Victoria and 
Rose. 

Frank was born on December 15.1902. He was 
married and had two children: son Harry and 
daughter Charlotte. Frank and his family were 
residents of Lethbridge. Alberta. He is now deceased. 

Tony was born on January 12. 1907. He is 
married to Anne Walecko. and lives in Tabor. Alberta. 
He and his wife had two children: Mary and Sally. 

William was born on August 30. 1909. He was 
not married and is now deceased. 

Adeline was born on March 7. 1916. She was 
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On the left is Stanley Burayko and Petru nella Keener. 
On the right is Leopold Seredynski and Julia Seredynski. 

married to Mike Magura of Cloverleaf. They have four 
children: Laura Eliason. Joan Blace. Jerry and 
Stanley. 

Henry was born in September of 1911. and is 
married to Elizabeth Shumilak of Cloverleaf. They 
had five children: Dorothy married Lawrence Warwaruk 
of Erikson; Leonard married Joanne Rostek; Allen 
married Lynne Ollis; Bridgette married John Gruszecki 
and Stephen was not married. He died in 1962. 

Henry. after leaving the farm. took a job with 
the C.P.R.. more or less to follow the family tradition. 
In 1956. however. he left the railroad and got on with 
the Post Office in Winnipeg as a mail sorter. He put in 
21 years in the service until his retirement. He and his 
wife Elizabeth live in Winnipeg. He does have an 
interest in this area. in that he keeps a few hives of 
bees on his friend's farm near his former home in 
Beausejour. 

The Seredynski family have all been railroaders. 
or married railroaders. except William who was an 
invalid. and Henry. who tried it and gave it up for the 
post office. All members of the family were members 
of St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church in Beausejour. 
and took an active part in the church life. Henry and 
his sisters. Clementine and Adeline. were longtime 
members of st. Mary's choir. 

Henry visits this area to check on his bees. He 
also makes occasional visits to see his friends and 
to renew acquaintances. 

By: Henry Seredynski. 



Thomas Weselak Family History 

Joseph Weselak married Susannah Nejedly in 
Kormorufka. a village in what was then Austria. near 
the Russian border. They married in about 1880. 
Joseph and Susannah farmed two or three acres on 
this farm. They had seven sons: John (died in 
infancy). Joseph. Frank. Albert. William. Adolph and 
Anton. 

Left to right: Albert, Anton, William, Mary, Adolph, Joseph 
and Thomas. 
Seated: Susannah Weselak. 
Missing: Frank. 

In 1899 they immigrated to Canada and settled 
in the Cromwell area. They bought 160 acres from the 
Kielback family. and on this farm raised their sons. A 
son, Thomas. and a daughter. Mary. were born here. 
The last two children. born in Canada, went to 
Cromwell School. I remember my father. Tom. telling 
me that the school was packed with 70 to 80 children 
during the years that he attended. 

Joseph married Leona (Elsie) Lachowski and 
moved to Arborg. Manitoba. and then to Gerald. 
Saskatchewan. Joe developed cancer and came to 
Winnipeg for treatments. While in Manitoba. he 
came to visit his family. It was here that he passed 
away. He is buried in Sts. Peter and Paul Cemetery in 
Ladywood. 

Frank married Katie Klimesh and moved to 
Arborg. Manitoba. and then to Spy Hill. Saskatchewan. 

Albert moved to Arborg. Manitoba. then to 
Gerald. Saskatchewan. where he met and married 
Anne Weselak (that was her maiden name as well). He 
lived there until his death and is buried in Gerald. 

William moved to the st. Adolphe area where he 
rented a farm and met and married Katie Bonk. He 
farmed in different areas before settling in Transcona. 
Here he worked in the railroad shops. William 
remained there until his death and is buried in 
Transcona. 
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Adolph moved to Arborg. then to Gerald. where 
he met and married Elizabeth Weselak, a sister to Al
bert's wife, Anne. He died and was buried in Gerald. 

Anton homesteaded and rented farms in various 
areas until his father's death in 1936. He then 
returned to the family farm where he remained until 
his death in 1960. He is buried in Sts. Peter and Paul 
Cemetery in Ladywood. 

Mary married George Schreyer and moved to a 
farm in Dugald where she lived until her death in 
1960. She is buried near Winnipeg. 

Tom worked on the family farm and in 1922 
travelled to Gerald. Saskatchewan. to attend his 
brother. Albert's wedding. He was unsure of the way 
and when he asked directions he was told to go to 
"that red barn" and that the people on that farm would 
tell him how to get to his brother's place. When he got 
to that farm he met Jacob and Anne Tochor with their 
daughter. Elizabeth. It was quite early in the morning 
so he was invited to have coffee with them. and then 
Jacob gave Tom a ride to Albert's place. Jacob Hruska 
was from Komorufka. the same village that Joseph 
Weselak came from. In Austria. Jacob helped his 
parents on the farm. In those days in Austria. when a 
man turned 21 he had to join the army for three years 
and so Jacob did. While he was in the army. his 
parents moved to Canada. Jacob did well in the army 
and moved up in rank. He might have stayed in the 
army but for the letters that came from Canada. His 
parents told of large farms and also. they needed his 
help. When his required time was done. he joined his 
parents in Saskatchewan. Jacob's parents. Martin 
Hruska and Katie Kellner moved to Canada because 
of the freedom. 

In Austria they had only two acres of their own 
and they had to work the land for the land owner. It 
was difficult to raise a family on such small acreage so 
they left this behind and moved to Kaposvar in 
Saskatchewan. There they stayed with some friends. 
the Tochor family. until they and then their son 
Jacob. got their homesteads in the Dongola area. The 
Hruskas farmed their homesteads together. During 
this time. Jacob also worked for other farmers to earn 
enough to set up his own farm. All the while the 
Hruskas were still staying with the Tochors; Annie 
Tochor was staying with her brother in Brandon and 
then she worked in Elkhorn. She was away for about 
six months. When she returned she was a young lady. 
not the little girl who left. and so she caught the eye of 
Jacob Hruska. They were married on September 30. 
1900. Jacob and Annie had five children: Annie. 
Barbara. Elizabeth. LudWig and Joseph. They were 
born in a sod-roofed house and grew up with only 
home made furniture. Eventually Jacob and Annie 
bought a farm near Gerald and that is where Tom and 



Elizabeth met. After a courtship that was mostly by 
mail, Tom married Elizabeth in Gerald on November 
25, 1925. They settled on the farm of Tom's parents in 
Cromwell. When they first were married they lived in 
a big house with Tom's parents. They then built their 
own house on the same yard 12 years later. They had 
six children: Laura, Agatha, Evelyn, Raymond, Thomas 
and Melvina, all of whom presently live in Manitoba. 

In 1948 Tom and Elizabeth bought a farm from 
Julian Ilchena, six miles north of Beausejour and one 
half mile east of highway 12. They lived and farmed 

there until 1966 when they moved into a new house 
on the original Weselak farm. Tom lived there until 
his death in January of 1981 and Elizabeth and 
daughter, Laura, still live there. Tom was a life-long 
member of Sts. Peter and Paul Church in Ladywood 
and is buried in that cemetery. 

When he was a young man, Tom played for 
dances and weddings. He was quite handy with a 
violin and a button accordion. He was also a 
photographer and took and developed wedding pictures 
for many couples in the area. 

Rose Shaw-Elliott Family History 

Bert Elliott came to Canada in 1910 from 
England. For the first five years he worked on farms, 
for the C.P.R., and in a butcher shop in Winnipeg. 

In 1915 he moved to Beausejour where he 
opened a butcher shop on Third Street. There 
he met and married Rose Shaw, the fourth daugh ter 
of Joseph and Annie Shaw, who were early settlers 
of the Brokenhead District. 

In 1920 they left Beausejour and bought a farm 
in Welwyn, Saskatchewan. They were blessed with a 
family of five daughters and four sons. They farmed 

Rose and Bert's 50th Wedding Anniversary. 
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until 1958 when they returned to Virden, Manitoba. 
Rose and Bert celebrated their Golden Wedding 

Annversary in 1968. Bert passed away in 1970. 
In 1975 the Elliott family and Josephine Luross 

(Shaw), organized a Shaw reunion at Rose's daughter's 
home in Killarney, Manitoba, on July 5th and 6th. 
Over 125 of the Shaw Clan were present from Hamilton 
to Victoria, B.C. 

Rose still enjoys good health and celebrated her 
80th birthday in January of 1980. 

Rose Elliott's (Shaw) 80th birthday. John Bethel, standing. 
From left to right: Allen Elliott (Rose's son), Rose, Francis 
Howland and Joe Penland. 



Stanley Trombo Family History 

Stanley Trombo's father. Andrew. was born in 
Skalat. Chieliska. Poland. as was his mother. Annie 
Dowhan. They left Poland in 1908. coming directly to 
Beausejour and continuing to a farm in Brokenhead. 
They settled on a 120 acre farm. 

There were 10 children in the family: John. who 
never married; Mary (Mrs. Frank Yansa); Katherine 
(Mrs. Earl Langley) of Vancouver; Stanley. who married 
Mary Kunderman of Ladywood; Steve. who married 
Jean Boleschuk of Brokenhead; Doris (Mrs. Tom 
Duffield); Nellie (Mrs. Arthur Sweet); Joseph. who 
married Carrie Kupchinski of Ladywood; and Laura 
(Mrs. Henry Krawchuk). 

Stanley and his wife. Mary. had one son. Ralph. 
Stanley did not farm. although he owned 80 acres of 
land in Brokenhead. He worked for the Municipality 
of Brokenhead for 25 years as the Municipal Assessor. 
as well as doing other municipal work relative to road 
construction. When occasion arose. he acted as 
enumerator and D.R.O. for Municipal. Provincial and 
Federal elections. He also enumerated many times 
for the Dominion Bureau of Statistics during the 
Census enumeration. 

Ralph attended high school in Beausejour. 
Upon completing his Grade 12. he entered the 
University of Manitoba. where he received his Bachelor's 
degrees in Arts and in Education. For the last 25 years 
he has been in Teulon as a teacher and as Principal of 

the Teulon Elementary School. He married a local 
girl. Joan Haglun. They have three children. 

Stanley retired in 1972. He and his wife. Mary. 
moved to Beausej our and made their home at 714 Oak 
Street. He was in ailing health for some time prior to 
his death on May 23. 1981. His widow. Mary. still 
resides in the family home on Oak Street. 

Steve was one of nine children. He attended 
Brokenhead school for his education. After his 
schooling. he left the Brokenhead area to do some 
travelling across Canada and the U.S.A. He worked in 
the Iron Mine near Detroit, Mich .. in the 1920·s. Then 
he moved back to Western Canada where he worked 
on many Saskatchewan farms. 

In 1931 he married Jean Boleschuk and settled 
in the Dencross area where they farmed until 1972 
when they retired. They moved their house to 
Beausejour where they lived until 1975 when Steve 
passed away. Jean still resides in Beausejour. 

They had three children: Edward. who married 
Ruth Gowriluk. lives in Gonor. Manitoba. They had 
two children, Cheryl and Ricky (deceased). 

Ruth. who married Fred Reske. lives in Winnipeg. 
Manitoba. They had three children. Darlene. Randy 
and Barry. 

Lawrence. who married Alice Lavoie. lives in 
Beausejour. Manitoba. They had two children. Bonnie 
and Kevin. 

Steve and Jean Trombo, Edward, Lawrence & Ruth. 
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Joe and Caroline Gmiterek 
Family History 

Joe and Caroline Gmiterek came to Canada in 
approximately 1900 from Poland, and farmed on 
Section 22-14-8 E. Their children are: Kay (deceased 
1933), Mike Gmiterek of Beausejour, Jean Novak of 
Kenora, Ontario, Anton Gmiterek of Beausejour, Mary 

Moore of Toronto, John Gmiterek of Allegra, Rosie 
Duma of Allegra, Stan Gmiterek of Allegra, Joe 
Gmiterek of Winnipeg, Helen Fandych of Allegra, and 
Edward Gmiterek of Winnipeg. 

Stan and Jean Gmiterek Family History 

Stan married Jean Kryschuk in 1950. Jean had 
attended White Poplar School and Stan attended 
Rattray School. They are presently residing onJoe and 
Caroline Gmiterek's homestead at Section 22-14-8 E. 
Stan worked in the timber industry in Manitoba and 
Ontario in his younger years and has farmed all his 

life. Son, Randy Gmiterek, is now farming with Stan 
and resides on the same yard. Children of Stan and 
Jean are: Sharon, who married Mark Dugard in 1970 
and resides in Beausejour; and Randy, who married 
Laura Lafreniere in 1981. resides on the same farm as 
his parents. 

Left to right: Mark Dugard, his wife Sharon Gmiterek, Jean 
Gmiterek, Stan Gmiterek, Laura Lafreniere and Randy 
Gmiterek. 
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Meltzer Family History 

The founder of the Meltzer Family, Israel 
Meltzer, was known widely in Eastern Manitoba, 
where he built up one of the most successful cream 
purchasing agencies that has been seen in this 
country since settlement began. 

He was born in Russia in 1873. Under the 
Czarist regime he left that land of pogroms and 
discrimination early in life to seek a better way of 
living. He sought it first in England, where he spent 
10 years, apprenticed to the shoe manufacturing 
industry, before coming out to the New world, where 
he had heard of greater opportunities. 

Mr. Meltzer settled on a homestead in the Swan 
River Valley of Manitoba in 1900. After improving the 
land he sold his farm and invested in a dairy farm at 
West Kildonan. He sold this too and moved on to 
Stony Mountain, where he bought a larger dairy 
farm and milk selling business. 

At one time he milked 100 cows and the older 
ones among his eight children learned the ins and 
outs of the dairy business from the bottom up -
milking up to 10 cows each, morning and night, by 
hand. 

In 1919, he changed occupations completely 
by selling out the dairy business and buying a soft 
drink and candy franchise in Winnipeg. He owned 
Blackwoods Beverages and was distributor for the 

Mr. and Mrs. Israel Meltzer. 
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brand of soft drink known then as "Thistle". 
Never one to be easily satisfied, he sold this 

business too, and in 1926 moved to Beausejour to 
take over operation of a creamery and flour mill on 
the comer of Pacific Avenue and Third Street in the 
same building known in the early days as Maddin and 
Son Ltd. General Store. In 1930 just as the Great 
Depression was beginning to be felt across the land, 
Mr. Meltzer relinquished the creamery and flour mill 
and bought a truck for hauling cream. He launched 
out into the cream handling agency, which was the 
back-bone of the business right through the 30's. 
Also, as a customer service, he picked up and 
delivered items from Eaton's catalogue. 

In spite of the poor years, Mr. Meltzer's talent 
for public relations enabled him to expand right 
through the Depression until by 1938 he had six 
trucks on the go. The Meltzer fleet picked up cream 
within a radius of Beausejour, which extended at 
some points, as far as 50 miles, taking in the Lee River 
and Hadashville areas. An original employee, Henry 
Ott of Beausejour, started with Meltzer Transfer in 
1935 and remained an employee until his retirement 
in 1972. 

As the parents of eight children, Mr. and Mrs. 
Meltzer managed to send them all through school, 
and no less than three became medical doctors. 

Mr. Israel Meltzer passed away in February of 
1946 just at the time the Beausejour Locker Plant 
became operational. 

Arnie and Sid remained in Beausejour and 
operated the Locker Plant until Arnie left in 1965. 

The oldest daughter, Rae, now deceased, lived 
in Vancouver, and she had three sons. Dr. Sara 
Meltzer passed away in 1942. Mrs. Marie Greenberg 
lived in Winnipeg until her death,leaving two children, 
Esther and Lawrence and seven grandchildren. Dr. 
Herb Meltzer and his wife, Jean, live in Edmonton. 
They have two children and one grandchild. Mrs. 
Clarice Michel and husband, Henry, live in Winnipeg. 
They have two children and two grandchildren. Sid 
lives in Beausejour with his wife, Penny, and they 
have one daughter. Dr. David Meltzer and wife, Zivia, 
live in London, Ontario, and they have two children. 

Meltzer's trucks. 



Greschuk Family History 

Frank Greschuk was born in Austria in 1889. He 
immigrated to Canada where he met and married 
Mary Semkiw, who had also come from Austria. They 
moved to a farm five miles north of Beausejour, where 
they raised their four children, three boys and one 
girl. They are Bill, Kasmir, Frances and Stanley. 

Bill, the eldest son, left the farm and went to 
find work in Saskatchewan when he was 17 years old. 
He later returned home and went into business for 
himself as a trucker, buying and selling cattle. Bill 
also helped build the Ladywood Church and was a 
trustee of the Cromwell School for a short time in 
1936. He also is a member of the Knights of 
Columbus. 

Bill met and fell in love with Elizabeth Bertha 
Tocher. Betty (Elizabeth) is the second eldest of the 
eight children of Scott and Annie Tocher of the 
Beausejour area. Betty was born in Arrowwood, 
Alberta, and later moved several times with her 
family, first to Saskatchewan, and later to Beausejour 
in 1937. Betty's parents first lived on Ryan's farm and 
later owned the Dave Bethel farm one mile north of 
Beausejour, where Jack's Kozy Korner is today. Betty 
worked on the farm until she and Bill were married on 
July 26, 1947 by Father Gurka, at the st. Mary's 
Rectory in Beausejour. 

They made their home on Bill's land at First 
Street South in Beausejour where they still live after 
34 years of marriage. Bill and Betty were blessed with 
seven children, two boys and five girls. They were all 
born and educated in the Beausejour area. 

Greschuk family. 
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Connie, the oldest child, was born in 1948. She 
worked for a while in Winnipeg before meeting and 
marrying Bruce Johnston. They are presently living in 
Roland, Manitoba, and have two children, Carly and 
Andrea. 

Dianne was born in 1949 and lived in Winnipeg 
after she completed schooL She married Tom Thompson 
and they make their home in Winnipeg. Tom and 
Dianne have three daughters, Tracy, the first grand
child, Terri and Jodie. 

Bill was born in 1953 and is the oldest son of Bill 
and Betty. Bill is a mechanic and is working in 
Beausejour. He married Brenda Magnusson and they 
have a home in Town. 

Cheryl was born in 1955 and lived in Winnipeg 
for several years after she finished school. She later 
married Dave Lisoway and they presently live in 
Oakbank. So far Cheryl and Dave have one child, 
David. He is the first grandson for Bill and Betty. 

Garry was born in 1957 and is working as a 
bodyman in Beausejour. Garry is presently living at 
home with his parents and his two younger sisters. 

Kim was born in 1962 and lives at home with her 
parents. Kim commutes back and forth to her work in 
Winnipeg. 

Heather was born in 1963 and is the youngest of 
the family. She is currently attending Edward Schreyer 
High School. 

All together this makes three generations of 
Greschuks living and working in the Beausejour 
area over a period of 84 years. 



John Trojanowski Family History 

John Trojanowski. his wife Ludwika. and six 
children came from Austria in 1896. The Troj anowskis 
settled in Ladywood on a homestead they purchased 
for $10. The children who came along were: 
Petronella (Mrs. M. Burzminski). Joseph. Stephen. 
Victor. Mary (Mrs. Anton Toni). and Emily (Mrs. 
Stanley Polkowski). Mr. Trojanowski was very active 
in his Parish Church of Sts. Peter and Paul. which he 
helped organize and build. He died at the age of 95. 
Upon his death the farm was taken over by his son 
Joseph. who was married to Mary Kupczynski of 
Beausejour. They had one son John who predeceased 
them. Upon the death of Joseph and Mary. the farm 
was given to Mary's nephew. Allan Trombo. who is 
still farming there. Son Stephen bought a farm near
by, but finding the place too small for his family of 15, 
he sold it and moved to a larger farm in Glenfield. 
Stephen was very much involved in politics. particularly 
municipal. serving as Councillor for his ward for 

many years. Stephen and his wife Victoria are both 
decea~ed. Their son Julian is now farming the home 
place. One son. Kasmir. died in Holland during the 
Second World War. The rest of the children have left 
the district. Some live in such places as: British 
Columbia. Winnipeg. Colorado and Pennsylvania. 

It is interesting to note that a lady from 
Winnipeg had visited Holland. While visiting the 
Canadian Military Cemetery. she noticed one stone 
marker with a name and a Winnipeg address. She 
took a picture of it and upon arriving home showed it 
to Mrs. Chris Salzen at St. Amant Hospital where 
both are employed. Mrs. Salzen took the picture and 
showed it to her father. William Horodyski. who 
recognized the name of the soldier as Kasimir Trojanowski. 
a close relative. The picture was turned over to Mrs. 
Trojanowski. the mother. She was very happy to get it. 
almost like a personal visit to her son's grave. 

Left to right: Peter Reich, Emily Trojanowski, Antonia Reich, 
John Trojanowski, Josephine Trojanowski, John Prezednowek, 
Victoria Trojanowski (nee Bukoski), Steve Trojanowski, Mary 
Trojanowski (nee Kupchinski), Joe Trojanowski, Petronilla 
Burzminski (nee Trojanowski), Marion Burzminski, Mary 
Toni (nee Trojanowski), children of Steve and Victoria 
Trojanowski; Joe, Mary and Beatrice. Picture taken by Anton 
Toni at Trojanowski farm at Ladywood, Manitoba, in August 
of 1914. 
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Joseph John Rosmus Family History 

Joseph John Rosmus was born in Poland in 
1894. He came to Canada in 1900 with his parents, 
Joseph and Eva (Kulbuck), one sister, Patricia, and 
four brothers, Peter, William, Samuel and Henry. 
Young Joseph's parents came to the Beausejour area 
and farmed 80 acres three miles southwest of the 
town. 

Joseph married Mary Frances Rayter from Lady
wood in 1922, and had five children: Zigmond, 
Leonard, Benedict, Lauretta and Patricia. During 
their marriage, Joseph and Mary built three new 
homes in Beausejour, while raising their family. 

Joseph worked for McAlister, Beaver Lumber 
and North American Lumber of Beausejour as a 
hardware, planer and glazer man. During World War 
II, he worked for MacDonald Douglas Air Craft in 
Winnipeg. After the war, he worked for the U.S.A. Air 
Force in Fort Churchill. Joseph then retired to his 
acreage, one half mile south on Third Street in 
Beausejour. Joseph always felt his greatest accom
plishment was to have continuous employment in 
Beausejour during the Depression, without having to 
leave town or take relief help. 

Mary Frances Rosmus died in 1962 and Joseph 
John Rosmus died in 1976. 

Joseph and Mary Rosmus. 
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Zigmond married Doreen Sellers of Brandon, 
Manitoba, in 1948 and they live in Oakville, 
Ontario. They have three children: Kenneth 
(married and living in Vancouver, B.C.), Janet 
(married and living in Oakville, Ontario), and 
William (living at home). 

Leonard married Cecelia Hanrahan of Stavely, 
Alberta, in 1947 and live in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario. 
They have three children: Joey (married and living in 
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario), Hugh (married and living in 
Medicine Hat, Alberta), and Brian (living in Sault Ste. 
Marie, Ontario). 

Benedict lives in Picton, Ontario. 
Lauretta married Fred Davis of Hollywood, 

Maryland, U.S.A. in 1954. They live in Hollywood, 
Md., with their two children: Jeffrey and Mary-Jo. 

Patricia married James Shelor of Petersburg, 
Virginia, U.S.A., in 1954, where they live with their two 
children: Timothy (married and living in Petersburg, 
Va.), and Kristen (living at home). 

By: Len Rosmus. 

Top left to right: Ted Chmelnickiand Len Rosmus. Bottom left 
to right: Benny Rosmus and Jimmy Gmiterek. 
The picture was taken in 1935 at the rear door of the old Saint 
Mary's Church hall in Beausejour at classes for speaking and 
writing Polish. 



Len Drewlo Family History 

Len Drewlo was born in Beausejour in 1913. He 
is the son of Ernest Drewlo, born in Zhitomir, 
Volhynia, Russia, in 1882, and Augusta Drewlo. 
Helen Drewlo, his wife, is the daughter of Joseph 
Kaszowski, born in Podhajce, Poland, in 1880, and 
Eva (Peltz) Kaszowski, also of Podhajce, Poland, born 
in 1885. 

Len and Helen were married in 1940. They have 
three children. Donald married Margaret Loeb 
of Lydiatt in 1968. They have no children. Donald is 
with Agassiz Motors Ltd., in Beausejour, and holds 
the position of Executive Vice-President. Son Bob 
married Lorraine Molinski in 1968. They have two 
children: Darren, eight years old, and Lorry Lynn, six 
years old. Bob owns and has operated Drewlo 
Drilling since 1976. Daughter Grace married Mel 
Darroch in 1972. They have two children: Lome, 
five years old, and Lee-Ann, three years old. Both 
Mel and Grace had worked in the Royal Bank in 
Beausejour. Mel is now a chartered accountant and 
is employed by Dunwoody and Company in 
Beausejour as Supervisor. 

Len has had a varied experience during his 
working years. In 1932 to 1935 he worked in the Alsip 
Brick and Tile Company sand pit in Beausejour, 
loading sand. From 1935 to 1939 he worked as a bar 
tender in the Beausejour Hotel. Following that he 
worked for the McDonald Aircraft in Winnipeg doing 
aircraft repairs. Later he joined the Royal Canadian 
Navy Reserve as a shipwright4/C. In 1947 he started a 
building construction business together with his 

brother, Art, under the name of Drewlo Brothers. In 
the early 1950's he began operating on his own as 
L.E.Drewlo & Company. In 1960 he incorporated the 
business under the name of L. E. Drewlo Co. Ltd. He 
ran this business until his retirement in 1981. 

During the many years in the building trade, he 
built the Beausejour Arena and the Curling Rink, 
Beausejour Water and Iron Removal Plant, Beause
jour Clinic, the office and residence of the late Dr. 
H.H.Lippmann, the Family Fare Store, the Beausejour 
Bowling Lanes, including the manufacturing of the 
west lanes. In Selkirk he built the Arena, and in Pine 
Falls the school and the gymnasium, and the addition 
to the United Church. 

There were many custom homes built in the 
area. He pioneered the R. T.M. (ready to move homes) 
in the Beausejour district There were many renovations 
done, including the first renovations to the Town 
Hall, Beaver Lumber Store, Russell Funeral Home, 
Gateway Restaurant. St Mary's Church Centre, re
building Grace Lutheran Church after the fire. He 
also relocated the United Church. 

In serving the community, he sat on the Beause
jour Town Planning Board for many years, also is an 
active member of the Royal Canadian Legion in 
Beausejour. 

Len and Helen are both members of the Broken
head Agricultural Society, Helen having won many 
awards and trophies at their fairs. Len is a member of 
Zion Lutheran Church, while Helen is a member of St. 
Mary's Roman Catholic Church. 

Leonard Drewlo Family 
Left to right: Grace Darroch, Mel Darroch, Lorraine Drewlo, 
Bob Drewlo, Margaret Drewlo, Don Drewlo, Helen and Len 
Drewlo. In front: Lee-Ann, Lorne, Lorry and Darren. 
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Casimir Machorek Family History 

Casimir Machorek was the son of Nicholas 
Machorek and his wife, Ksenia. Together with his 
sisters, Josie and Annie, they arrived from Poland in 
1906. They stayed with friends on a farm in Sand Hill. 
With them were other people, also recent arrivals 
from the old country. Being overcrowded, they all 
slept on straw spread on the floor. Nicholas saw that 
it was urgent that a more suitable place be found. He 
found one in Beausejour, on what is now Oak and 
Third Street. The place was small but quite adequate. 
His neighbours were Mr. and Mrs. Wozny and the Joe 
Owsianski family. Later he moved to Dale Avenue. 
The lot was quite large, and he had room enough to 
accommodate a few hives of bees. He kept bees for 
almost as long as he lived, and that provided him with 
a modest living. He also made concrete grave 
markers. Some of them are still to be seen in St. 
Mary's Cemetery, and other cemeteries in the district. 

Son, Casimir Machorek was a teen aged boy at 
the time of the family's arrival in Canada. One of his 
first jobs in Beausejour was in the glass factory. Many 
of the young local boys worked there. Casimir 
recalled that he worked on the tall chimney during the 
building of the glass factory, footings of which he 
found some years before his death. Later he worked 
on the railroad, first as a water boy then as a section 
man. 

Caroline (Banash) Machorek on the right back. Next to her is 
her mother Katherine Banash. Kneeling is Rose Banash -
Caroline's niece and Rose Machorek. 
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Casimir met his wife, Caroline, who had come 
to this country in 1904. She was born in 1899, 
daughter of John Banash and his wife Katherine. 
They also had a son, Walter. The Banash family lived 
in Sand Hill, and were neighbours of the 
Modrzejewski family. 

Casimir and Caroline were married in St. Mary's 
Church in Beausejour on January 13,1914, by Father 
Anthony Polawski. To bring the wedding party to 
Beausejour, Casimir hired a team of horses and buggy 
from the livery barn in Beausejour. There wasn't 
sufficient snow for a sleigh that winter, but it was very 
cold. 

Casimir worked on the railroad in Kalmar, and 
his section foreman was Joseph Seredynski. It was 
very inconvenient travelling to Kalmar each week, so 
he left the railroad and obtained work in Beausejour, 
working for the various merchants in town. They 
were: B. Pereles, Nemerovski Brothers and H. H. 
Mitchell. Being an enterprising man, he decided to try 
something on his own. He began making concrete 
well cribbings and installing them throughout the 
country. This proved to be a very profitable business 
as there was a great demand for a cribbing that would 
withstand rot. 

Living on the outskirts of Beausejour, he saw 
the need of a little convenience store, so he converted 
part of his house for this purpose. He handled 
everything from groceries to dry goods. He did not do 
his buying from regular suppliers, but bought from 
jobbers and large department store sales. He did a 
very thriving business and had his regular customers. 
The large quantities of bread which he bought from 
Winnipeg would be sold during the weekend. It is 
assumed that many a housewife in the neighbourhood 
was saved embarrassment on a Sunday when un
expected company arrived. A few cans of Klik or other 
canned meat was always available at Machorek's. The 
Machoreks carried on this business for many years, 
and towards the end that was their only means of 
making a living. Making concrete cribbings became 
too hard for the aging Mr. Machorek. 

Back: Rose, Bertha and Joe. Front: Casimir and Caroline. 



Casimir and Caroline had three children. They 
were: Joseph, Bertha and Rose. Joseph served in the 
armed forces during the Second World War. On his 
discharge he worked for a number of years for Pitch's 
Department Store. Owing to an automobile accident. 
he had a leg amputation from which he never 
recovered. He was unmarried and died in 1978. 

Rose married Alfred Hemminger of Beausejour. 
They have five children. Both reside in Beausejour. 
Alf is employed at the Atomic Research Centre in 

Pinawa. He is also on the Town of Beausejour 
Council, and is now serving his second term. 

After a long, happy and productive life, Casimir 
died on April 1, 1980 at the age of 89 years. His widow 
still lives in the house on First Street. Her daughter, 
Bertha McGugan of Winnipeg visits her on weekends, 
and helps her with house work. Bertha has two 
children, Carne Armason and Robert. 

By: Bertha McGugan. 

Herman Rosentreter Family History 

Herman Rosentreter, second son of Johann and 
Rosalia (nee Lentz) Rosentreter, was born in Wolhynien, 
Russia. He married Pauline Doring in 1903. Herman 
arrived in Canada in the fall of 1905 to prepare a home 
for his family. In 1912 Pauline and two daughters, 
Martha and Maria, were reunited with Herman in 
Arnprior, Ontario where Herman was employed as a 
rock driller. Here they were blessed with two more 
children, Henry who died at six months of age and 
Helen. In 1917 the family moved west on a harvest 
excursion but a friend convinced them to remain in 
Manitoba. They settled in Beausejour where three 
sons were born: Emil, Daniel and Bill. Later they 
purchased a farm in Cloverleaf, Manitoba. Herman 
worked the farm until his death in 1928. Pauline 
remained with her children until she moved into the 
Bethania Personal Care Home in Winnipeg. Pauline 
died in 1976. Herman and Pauline are both buried in 
Beausejour. They were blessed with three sons and 
three daughters. 

Martha married Carl Kern. They settled on the 
Rosentreter farmstead where their sons Edward and 
Herman were born. Edward took over the farm and 
his parents remain living on the farm with Edward. 
Herman married Noreen Watson. Daniel. Kathy and 
Heather are the grandchildren. They live in Trans
cona. 

Maria married Gottlieb Schwark. They settled 
in Morris, Manitoba. Gottlieb's first wife died leaving 
him with three daughters: Greta, Edith and Lena. 
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Gottlieb and Maria had four more children: Evy, 
Irene, Hartley and Marlene (deceased). Gottlieb and 
Maria still live in Morris. 

Helen married Jacob Heinkel. They settled in 
Pine Falls where they still reside. They have three 
children. William married Marilyn Anderson. Susan 
and Colleen are the grandchildren. They live in 
Winnipeg. Margaret married Brent Wylie. Andrew 
and Kristin are the grandchildren. They reside in 
Calgary, Alberta. Marilyn lives in Winnipeg. 

Emil married Doreen Gagnon. They settled in 
Nipigon, Ontario. They had four children: Robert, 
Roy, Lawrence and Dianne, and two grandchildren, 
Nicole and Michael. Emil and Doreen presently 
reside in Thunder Bay, Ontario. 

Daniel married Lily Selch. They settled in 
Cloverleaf. They were blessed with seven children. 
Lloyd married Irene Thevenot. Jacqueline, Michelle 
and Crystal are the grandchildren. They live in 
Cloverleaf. Gordon married Bonnie Schindel. Angelyn 
and Robyn are the grandchildren. They live in Green 
Bay. Fred is still at home. Annette married Alfred 
Hiebert. Derek and Clinton are the grandchildren. 
They live in Beausejour. Cynthia lives in Beausejour. 
Norine and Tim still live at home. 

Bill married Phyllis Luy. They settled in Pine 
Falls, where they still reside. They had three children. 
Allan married Donna Wilson. Rieva is the grandchild. 
Jack married Heather Kinley. Kelly is the grandchild. 
Kurt is still at home. 



Fred Small Family History 

Fred Small was born October 15. 1902. He and 
his brothers. Dave and Henry farmed together as grain 
farmers in Lydiatt. Eventually they started a Jersey 
herd. shipping milk to the City Dairy. Milk from 
Jersey cows was special as it had to test 5% butter fat. 
They achieved considerable success with their Jersey 
cows. even receiving an award at the Stonewall 
Provincial Fair. The Small Brothers had one of the 
first threshing machines in the Lydiatt district. As 
well as threshing their own crop. they did considerable 
custom threshing. Since the grain was stacked into 
circular stacks. they were able to thresh well into the 
winter months. Fred was the operator of the threshing 
outfit. 

One by one the brothers married and decided to 
go their separate ways in farming. Henry stayed on 
the home place. Dave bought a farm in Clandeboye. 
Fred married Phyllis Vallance Johnston of Winnipeg 
in 1940. and moved to a quarter section of land on the 
N.E.Y-i of section 6-12-8 East. He also purchased the 
S.W.Y-i of section 8-12-8 East. and the NY2 of the 
N.W.Y-i. and the NY2 of the N.E.Y-i of section 5-12-8 
East. 

Fred did not continue with Jersey cattle. but 
started raiSing registered Polled Herefords. acquiring 
five cows as a start. that was in 1950. He was very 
successful with his herd. When Fred retired in 1970 
he had by that time built up the herd to 200 head. 
which he sold. 

Peter Small (1920). 
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Fred and Phyllis were very active in the Farmer's 
Union movement. They also campaigned for the 
larger school areas. so that all children would have 
equal opportunity with the children from urban 
districts. Fred served on the Brokenhead Municipal 
Council for Ward 2. During his term in office he 
worked hard for the purchase of road building 
machinery. especially the elevating grader. There 
was. however. strong opposition to this. as those 
opposing believed that the most economical way to 
build roads was with horses. They were proven 
wrong as is evident today. 

Fred also served as Reeve of the MuniCipality. 
and during his term in office an agreement had been 
reached with the Provincial Government to build up 
the Ladywood road. and the Province taking over the 
maintenance of the Market roads. 

Fred and Phyllis supported the organization of 
the local Co-op. and the building of the Pool Elevator 
in Beausejour. 

The Smalls have seven children. five girls and 
two boys. The eldest. Barbara. was the first in the 
Lydiatt District to go into the teaching profession. 
She taught at Ferris. Poplar Point and Portage la 
Prairie. She now works at the Portage Credit Union 
Office. She is married to Melvin Rintoul of Bagot. 
Manitoba. 

Doreen was the first from Lydiatt to become a 
registered nurse. She is now Director of Nursing at 

Mrs. Susan Small (90 years old). 



the St. Boniface Hospital. Department of Psychology. 
She is married to Robert Papineau, who is a chartered 
accountant. 

Nadia married William Sharyk of Turner 
Valley, Alberta. They live on a 20 acre farm and raise 
quarter horses. Nadia also runs the Sears Catalogue 
Office. 

Lorna graduated as a registered nurse, married 
Jeffrey Rutter of Ottawa, and she and her husband 
reside there. 

Robert has taken over the family farm in 
Lydiatt. He built and is operating a seed cleaning 

plant on the farm under the name of "Small Seed 
Services". 

Douglas graduated as an Agricultural Engineer, 
and is employed by the Manitoba Department of 
Agriculture. 

Jacqueline attended the Red River Community 
College, taking up Business Management. She is 
employed by Sci-Com. 

Fred and Phyllis in their retirement in Beause
jour, live on Pine Avenue. They have 13 grand
children. 

Neduzak Family History 

Albert Neduzak came to Canada from Poland in 
1913. He went to Edmonton, then Regina, and finally 
to Cooks Creek. Here he bought land from Joe 
Marenewich. In 1918 he married Mary Marek. 

They then sold the land and moved out to 
Brokenhead. Here he bought 160 acres, and the 
three-quarters of a section. 

Albert and Mary raised three children:· John, 
Jenny and Joe. Joe took over the home place and 
farmed it. He married Violet Kuffner and raised three 
children: Sandra, Gail and Bradley. All three of these 
children are musically inclined, all playing different 
instruments, and winning many awards. Joe was a 
school trustee and while farming worked for the 
government. 

Jenny and her husband farmed in Garson prior 
to moving to Winnipeg. They now reside in the 
Sebright area. 
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John married Violet Haier. They raised two 
children, Marilyn and Chester. They farmed for many 
years in the Cloverleaf area, and John and Violet now 
reside in Beausejour. John, though "retired", now 
works as a security guard at the CFS Station at Milner 
Ridge. Violet works as a nurse's aide in the Beausejour 
Hospital. 

Their daughter, Marilyn, is a registered nurse, 
and works for VON. She married Allan Kazina. Allan 
works for Manitoba Hydro. They have two children: 
Colin and Robynne. 

Chester is also musically inclined. He plays in 
the band "Yours Truly". Chester worked as an X-Ray 
Technician for three years, and now works for the 
Canadian Cancer Society as a radiation field officer. 

The Neduzak family is well known for its 
musical talents all across the district. 



Fred Kraynyk Family History 

Fred Kraynyk. who first came to St. Ouens as a 
teacher in 1955 and has remained in this area since 
that time. is descended from Ukrainian immigrants. 
John and Paraska Kraynyk. 

John Kraynyk came to Canada with his uncle 
and aunt. Fred and Maria Kraynyk. from the village of 
Pelypche. in the Municipality of Borschiv in the 
Western Ukraine in 1901. They settled in the Vita 
area. Paraska Yarema came to Canada in June of 
1906. to reside with her relatives. Mr. and Mrs. 
Nicholaus Cesmystruk in Vita. She came from the 
village of Germakiwka in the Municipality of Borschiv 
in the Western Ukraine. 

John and Paraska were married in November of 
1906 in the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Lonesard. 
They settled in the Vita area. 6-3-8 East. Here they 
raised eight children. 

Fred Kraynyk was born in Vita. Manitoba on 
April 12. 1931. He completed his elementary education 
at Kupchenko School. and Grade 12 at St. Paul's 
College in Winnipeg. He won the Robert Goulet 
Scholarship in Grade 11. 

After three years of working in Northern Ontario 
and British Columbia. Fred went to Teacher's College 
in 1954-1955. His first teaching job was in St. Ouens 
South School (1955-1956). He then taught three years 
at the Sebright School, just three miles west of 
Beausejour. He then taught at the Beausejour Elemen
tary for six years. and finally at the Beausejour 
Collegiate in 1964. The school changed its name to 
Beausejour Senior School in 1971 and then to Edward 
Schreyer School in December of 1979 where Fred is 
presently employed as the Assistant Principal. Fred 
attended the University of Manitoba obtaining his 
B.A. Degree in 1965. and Bachelor of Education in 
1968. 

In 1959 Fred married Florence Pleskach and 
they raised three children: Janice. Terry and Lisa. 
Janice is a talented musician and plays piano and 
organ. She also teaches these two instruments. 
Presently she had completed her first year of nursing 
at St. Boniface School of Nursing. Terry has completed 
Grade nine. and has received an award for the highest 
academic achievement in Grade nine. He is also a 
musician and won the Winnipeg Mens' Music Club 
Award for the best accordion solo in his division. 
Terry dances with the Troyanda Ukrainian 
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Group in Selkirk. They have performed at many 
events including Winnipeg's Folklorama in 1980 and 
1981. Lisa has completed Grade five and is doing 
quite well academically. She also loves singing and 
dancing. 

The Kraynyk family. 

Professionally. Fred has been active in the 
teacher's organizations. serving as the department 
head for Social Studies. He was a member of the 
Ukrainian Curriculum Committee in 1975 and chair
man in 1978. He has also been active in community 
affairs in Beausejour. He has been on the Holy Ghost 
Ukrainian Catholic Church Executive as secretary 
since 1960. and president from 1972 to the present. 
In 1969 Fred was elected to the Town of Beausejour 
Council ami was appointed Deputy Mayor in 1975. a 
position he still holds; 

The Kraynyk family resides in Beausejour. 



Gmiterek Family History 

Peter and Katarzyna Markewicz Gmiterekleft 
Poland around 1899 and came to Canada with six of 
their seven children: Pearl. Joe, Paul. Bert, Mike and 
Mary. Jacob died when he was two. They first 
stopped in Halifax before coming to Cooks Creek, 
Manitoba. From there they settled in Lydiatt. 

While in Canada, five more children were born 
to Peter and Katarzyna: Stanley, Victoria, Agnes, 
Marcela and Albert. 

Pearl (Leia) lives in Prince Albert; Joe lives in 
Buffalo; Paul. Bert and Mike all farmed in this district; 
Mary (Onhauser) resides in Narol. Manitoba; Stanley 
lives in Chicago, Illinois; Victoria (Szajewski) lives in 
Wnnipeg; Agnes (Gusnoski) worked around Beause
jour until she married and settled in Narol; Marcela 
Myrtle worked at the Beausejour Hotel for years; 
and Albert lives in Ontario. 

Paul Gmiterek (1890-1948) married Clementine 
Seredynski (1899-1972) in 1917. Clementine's parents, 
Mikolaj (Nicolas) Seredynski (1860-1934) and his 
wife, Maria (Wnek) (1872-1951), came to Canada in 

Nicolas and Maria Seredynski. 
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1906 from Poland. Maria came first with the six 
children: Joe, Bernice, Len, Teenie, Clementine and 
Frank, and stopped in Ladywood. Then her husband 
joined her and they moved to Beausejour, where they 
lived the rest of their lives. They had four more 
children born in Beausejour: Anton, Willy, Henry and 
Adeline. 

Joe lived in Beausejour; Bernice lived in Alberta; 
Leo, Teenie, Frank and Anton all live in Alberta; 
Clementine lived in Beausejour; Willy, Henry and 
Adeline Magura lived in Winnipeg. 

Paul and Clementine had six children: Emily 
(Solar) who had three children and spent most of her 
life in Hazelridge; Casmir; Tony, who has five child
ren - Karen and son-in-law Phil Winnicki, Russel. 
Ernie, Gail and Bonnie, and they all live around the 
Beausejour district; Edward, who spent most of his 
life in Cloverleaf, and died in 1972; Victoria (Bugua), 
who has three children and lives in Winnipeg; and 
Rose (Stetz), who also lives in Beausejour and has 
three children. 

~. 



Kaatz Family History 

The ancestors of the Kaatz family who first 
settled in the Beausejour area can be traced to the 
1800's. The name "Kaatz" is derived from the German 
language. Its members in Canada have character
istically been of the Lutheran faith. 

Julius Kaatz was born in 1861 in Poland. His 
wife,Emilia Hoffman, was born on November 14, 
1863, in Sabulin, Poland. Julius and Emilia were 
married on October 16, 1880 in Poland. Later that 
year they moved to Volyhnia, Russia, where Julius 
was employed as an overseer of an estate. 

During the next 25 years, Emilia gave birth to 
seven boys and two girls. One daughter died during 
infancy. Following are the names of Emilia and 
Julius' children and their dates of birth from oldest to 
youngest: August, Gottlieb (Dec.7, 1885), Herman 
(Nov. 8, 1888), Lena Ouly 24, 1892), Leopold, 
Federick (1899), Ernest (Emil - Nov. 4, 1902), and 
Erwin Ouly 24, 1905). 

In 1905 the opportunity arose for Julius and his 
family to leave Kostopal, Ukraine, and immigrate to 
Canada. They were delayed three weeks in Liverpool 
after their youngest son, Erwin, became ill after a 
vaccination shot. Travelling with the Kaatz family 
was a 14 year old foster boy who was deaf and dumb. 
He, however, was refused admission into Canada and 
was sent back to Russia. 

Julius and Emilia Kaatz arrived in Winnipeg 
with their family in September of 1905. Their eldest 
son, August, had arrived before them in 1903. In 1906 
the Kaatz family moved to Beausejour and set up 
permanent residency. 

Upon arrival, Julius Kaatz started a butcher 
shop in Beausejour in 1906. This shop was located at 
635 Park Avenue East, on which the present Beaver 
Lumber now stands. The next year, Julius bought a 
lot next door and moved his shop to where the present 
Gateway Restaurant is located at 637 Park Avenue. 

The logo sign on the building was a pig with a 
curly tail. At that time the family dining room was 
used as a restaurant by the farmers who came to 
Beausejour. Homemade bread, garlic sausage and 
buckwheat sausage made up the main course. 

In January, 1910, Julius Kaatz at the age of 49, 
passed away and was buried in Beausejour. 

Emilia Kaatz remarried in February of 1912 to 
Ludwig Lentz. Emilia and Ludwig did not have any 
children. Ludwig was born in 1870 and died at the age 
of 63 on March 21, 1933. Emilia died in 1954, at the 
age of 91, leaving eight children, 43 grandchildren 
and 40 great grandchildren. 

August, eldest son of Emilia and Julius, married 
Ottilia Hoffman and had four children. 

Lena married John Lemke and had seven 
children. She later married Harold Greenless and 
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moved to Summerland, B.C. 
Leopold joined the Armed Forces and received 

his training in Winnipeg before being transferred 
overseas. He was killed three weeks before the 
Armistice of the First World War in 1918. 

Frederick had one child from his first marriage 
and four from his second marriage to Dora Wyrzykowski. 

Erwin married Ann Donaldchuk in 1937 in 
Winnipeg. They made their home in Beausejour and 
had two sons, Barry and Fred. 

Herman, third son of Emilia and Julius, worked 
in the Glass Factory outside of Beausejour in 1911. 
From 1912 to 1914 he worked in the Pereles and 
Genaske Grocery Store which was located at the 
corner of 536 Park Avenue and Third Street in 
Beausejour. 

On September 2, 1914 Herman married Louisa 
Schroeder. Louisa was born in Warsaw, Poland, on 
November 25, 1894. Herman and Louisa lived in 
Winnipeg for two years. In 1916 Herman and Louisa, 
along with their first son, Leo, moved to Cleveland, 
Ohio, U.S.A. While in the States, both Louisa and 
Herman continued to work. 

Gottlieb married Ottilia Hollander on November 
1, 1910 and moved to Niverville, Manitoba, the home 
of his bride. They had 15 children. 

Left to right: Emil and Leopold Kaatz, Emilia (nee Hoffman
sitting), second husband Ludwig Lentz and Erwin Kaatz. 
Photo taken in February of 1912. 



Gottlieb Kaatz returned to Beausejour with his 
family in 1919. In 1920 he started a butcher shop at 
526 Park Avenue. This new business could not have 
been possible without the help from neighbours. 
Because money was scarce, Harold Dugard offered 
Gottlieb the lumber for the building on credit. Mr. 
KlingbeIl gave Gottlieb the lot, which he repaid at a 
later date. When the workload became too heavy, 
Gottlieb sent for his brother, Herman, to join him. 

In 1921 Herman and Louisa returned to Beause
jou with their two sons, Leo and Archie. Gottlieb and 
Herman then operated the business with the help of 
their brother, Erwin, who worked there until 1925. 

The workshop at the rear of the store was once 
again used for light lunches by the local farmers. 
They still enjoyed the homemade sausage fresh from 
the smokehouse. 

The family of Gottlieb and Ottilia (nee Hollander) Kaatz 
(1928). Front row: Alfred, Ottilia and Gottlieb Kaatz, Vera, 
Elmer, Noreen and Norma. Second row: Reinhart, Richard, 
Elsa, Herman, Emil, Theresa, Anna and Emma. Missing from 
photo: Leonard and Betty. 

I 

Herman & Louisa (nee Schroeder) Kaatz (1947). 
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In 1932, Herman bought Gottlieb's share of the 
business. This made Herman the sole owner of the 
shop. After a lengthy illness, Gottlieb passed away at 
the age of 48 on March 12, 1933. He left 15 children 
and many grandchildren, who moved to various parts 
of Canada and the United States. Mrs. Ann Englot and 
Mrs. Elsie Hoban were two daughters who remained 
in Beausejour. 

Herman and Louisa Kaatz had seven sons and 
three daughters. Following are their names and dates 
of birth in order of oldest to youngest: Leo Irvin 
(Sept.9, 1915), Arthur Herman (Oct.11,1917), Elsie Dor
othy (March 27,1922), Edith Agatha (Sept.24,1923), 
Edward Gordon (Sept.26, 1925), Robert Lawrence (July 
29,1927), Ruth Lenora (July 29,1927), Harold Richard 
(July 2,1928), George (Aug.27,1931), and William 
Herbert (July 2,1933). 

Operating a butcher shop in the 1930's was a 
. nip-and-tuck affair. If you worked hard enough and 

had enough boys to help you, you could make a 
living. Although Mr. Kaatz was a hard worker and had 
a large family to help him, there just was not enough 
clerking or delivering in the store to keep seven sons 
and three daughters busy. In fact, there was barely 
enough business during those lean Depression years 
to feed 10 such hungry people. 

It was during the Depression that Herman had 
an idea of how he could utilize the extra manpower 
and earn money at the same time. Once a month a 
carload of western bronchos would arrive at the 
Beausejour stockyard. After the good horses were 
bought by farmers for approximately $25. each, 
Herman would buy the 'mean' horses that remained 
for $10. or $15. a piece. 

Now came the hard part, for it 
was up to the Kaatz uncles and boys to 
harness the horses and break them in. 
These harness-broken animals later 
brought in a pretty fair price after 
being sold as work horses to neigh
bouring farms. With the end of the 
Depression came the end of the 
broncho business. 

The Kaatz family bought and butchered thebe 
own livestock until 1950. They also became well· 
known for their garlic sausage, which they manufactured 
themselves until 1957. 

Herman died on Saturday, April 25, 1953 at the 
age of 65, after a protracted illness. Leo and Gordon 



then operated the business for their mother until 
December of that same year. It was at this time that 
they bought it as a partnership and became the third 
Kaatz generation to operate a store in Beausejour. 
Leo and Gordon carried on the slogan "Your Leading 
Shopping Centre for Finer Foods". 

Throughout the years. the butcher shop had 
undergone a great many changes. One important 
modernization in the meat business was the arrival of 
refrigeration. In 1931. Herman and Gottlieb installed 
modern refrigeration which replaced the ice packing 
of meat. Another significant step occurred in 1936 
when the meat shop was expanded to include the sale 
of groceries. The store building was remodelled and 
enlarged another three times after this. in 1947. 1956 
and 1960. 

In 1964. after enlargements and remodelling 
were not enough. a new store was built at the corner 
of 500 Park Avenue and Second Street. Leo and 
Gordon remained in partnership until April 5. 1975. at 
which time the business was sold. 

Louisa Kaatz died on January 6. 1973 at the age 
of 79. She left 10 children and 28 grandchildren. She 
lived a full life which encircled her family and 
membership in the Zion Lutheran Church in Beause-
jour. 

At the present. Leo and his wife. Meta (Mitzie). 
reside in Beausejour. They have three children. 

Arthur and his wife. Chris. live in Los Angeles. 
They have two sons. 

Elsie and her husband. Lonny White. live in Los 
Angeles. They have two children. 

E. Gordon and his wife. Ruth. presently reside 
in Beausejour. They have four children. 

Robert and his wife. Anne. live in Vancouver. 
B.C. They have four children. 

Ruth and her husband. Don Murray. live in 
Winnipeg. They have three children. 

Harold and his four children reside in Winnipeg. 
George and his wife. Ellen. live in Prince 

George. B.C. They have three children. 
William (Bill) and his wife. Joyce. live in 

Beausejour. They have four children. 
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Leo. Gordon and Bill are the only sons who 
remained in Beausejour. All three have made signif
icant contributions to their community. 

Leo has been a member and chairman of the 
Beausejour School Board; member and chairman of 
the Beausejour 50th Anniversary Committee; member 
and chairman of the Beausejour Lions Club; member 
and chairman of the Beausejour Town Planning 
Committee; member and vice president of the Beause
jor Chamber of Commerce; member and chairman of 
the Power Toboggan Public Relations Committee; 
member and interm president of the Beausejour 
Industrial Development Board; and member and 
chairman of the Zion Lutheran Church Board. 

Gordon has been a member and president of 
the Beausejour Jaycees; member of the Beausejour 
Lions Club; member and president of the Beausejour 
Chamber of Commerce; member and treasurer of the 
East-Man Development Corp.; member of the Zion 
Lutheran Church Board; member and president of the 
Lutheran Men's Club; member and president of the 
Beausejour Arena Board; member and director of the 
Canadian Power Toboggan Championships; and member 
and chairman of the Brokenhead River Regional 
Library. 

Bill Kaatz has been Fire Chief and a member of 
the Beausejour Volunteer Fire Brigade; member of the 
Beausejour Jaycees; member and director of the 
Beausejour Chamber of Commerce; member and 
director of the Power Toboggan Championships; 
member and on the executive of the Zion Lutheran 
Church Board; and an agent for Gulf Oil in Beausejour 
for the last 24 years. 

The history of the Kaatz family parallels and 
contributes a large part to the history of Beausejour. 
The success of our forefathers can be attributed to 
their courage. determination and hard work. This 
ambition and drive has been passed on to following 
generations. Today the Kaatz name continues to 
survive and prosper after more than 75 years of 
existence in this area. For the Kaatz family. Beause
jour proved itself to be "A nice place to stop". 

By: Debra L. Kaatz. 



Family gathering July 1, 1969. 10 children and 22 
grandchildren of Herman and Louisa (nee Schroeder) Kaatz. 
Front row: Cindy, Jill, Debbie, Leanne, Patti, Nancy, Glen, 
Ron, Billy, Larry, Lloyd, Neil, Brenda and Ron. Second row: 
Karen, Anne, Bob, Robert, George, Lome, Lisa, Louise (wife of 
the late Herman Kaatz), Laurie and Elsie. Third row: Edie, 
Elaine, Chris, Jan, Ruthie,Joyce, Metzie,RuthandRick. Fourth 
row: Raymond, Donny, Archie, Harold, Bill, Leo, Gord, Don, 
Ervin Kaatz and wife Anne. Missing from photo: Barbara, 
Janet, Linda, Donna and Carol. 
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Tymko Family History 

Blasko and Mary Tymko (nee Zdrill) were married 
in Suchowola, Brody, Ukraine, in February of 1900. 
After their marriage, they sold their holdings in the 
Ukraine, packed up their belongings, and along with 
Blasko's parents and Mary's mother, they spent their 
honeymoon on the ship while in route to Canada. 
Upon their arrival to Manitoba, they spent their first 
few months with the Peter Molinski family in Broken
head. A short time later they bought the 80 acre farm 
on which the former Brokenhead School is located. 
They developed a beautiful farmyard and orchard at 
the Brokenhead River end of the 80 acre farm. While 
Blasko and Mary were busy farming, Blasko's father, 
Fred, was busy being the area blacksmith and bee
keeper. 

After farming the original farm for two years, 
Blasko was able to get a homestead in Allegra 
approximately six miles away. He farmed both places 
for about eight years upon which time he sold the 
original home place to Mike Hologroski and moved to 
the homestead. 

Blasko and Mary were blessed with six children: 
John (deceased), Ann Molinski, Jean Staska 
(deceased), Harry, Ella Duma and Joe. 

On October 16, 1938, Joe married Mary (nee 
Oneschuk). Nicholas Oneschuk, Mary's father, left 
Suchowola, Brody, Ukraine, on Good Friday in 1907. 
He spent a few months in Germany, then in France 
and finally in England. During his stays in the 
different countries, he learned the languages. To
wards the end of 1907, Nicholas finally arrived in 
Canada. 

Blasko and Mary Tymko. Nick and Annie Oneschuk. 
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In 1910, Nicholas and Annie (nee Duma) were 
married. Their first farm was in Lowland. Joe 
Molinski presently lives on this farm. A few years 
later, Nicholas and Anton Mazur traded farms, resulting 
in Nicholas and Annie moving into Allegra. While 
here they had seven children: Michael (deceased), 
John, Mary Tymko, Fred, Teenie (deceased), Bill 
(deceased), and Paul. As well as being engaged in 
farming, Nicholas was involved with the church 
committee, the local school board, and was the local 
interpreter for the police, post office, etc. 

Back: Gail. Front: Carla, AI, Marg and Cathy. 

On their first anniversary, October 16, 1939, Joe 
and Mary's first son, AI. arrived. He was followed by a 
sister, Diane, by twins, Bernie and Betty, and a sister, 
Barbara. Joe and Mary farmed the homeplace until 
1962. Upon leaving the farm, Joe was employed by 
the Agassiz School Division as a mechanic, bus driver 
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Joe Tymko family. 

and maintenance man for 14 years. For the last four 
years before their official retirement in 1980, Joe and 
Mary managed the Beausejour Brokenhead Memorial 
Arena. 

As for Joe and Mary's children: Al is presently 
the principal of the Beausejour Elementary School; 
Diane is a real estate agent in Phoenix, Arizona; 
Bernie is with the Edmonton City Police Force; and 
Barbara is a housewife in Haney, B.C. 

In 1964, on the 25th day of July, Al and Marg 
(Kovachik) were married. AI. Marg and family, 
consisting of Gail (14 years), Cathy (12 years) and 
Carla (eight years), presently reside on the former 
Herman Hastman farm in Golden Bay. 



Peter Loeb Family History 

Peter Loeb (Lob) Sr. was born on September 1, 
1888, in the village of Bangert, which was located on 
the Russian steppes east of the Volga river. He was 
the son of Heinrich and Katherina Lob (nee Steinhauer). 
They were a part of the community known as the 
'Volga's Gemeinde (community of Parish),. 

In 1898, when Peter was 10, the Lob family 
decided to emigrate to Canada. It was at this time that 
the spelling of the family name was changed from 
Lob to Loeb, on the advice of a teacher friend of the 
family. 

The family lived in North end Winnipeg for 
three years, and in 1901 moved to the homestead in 
Lydiatt. They have been a part of the history of the 
community ever since. 

When the C.P.R. main line was relocated on a 
direct line from Molson to Winnipeg in 1906 and 
1907, Peter worked as a cook's helper feeding the 
work crews. He saw the station, freight sheds and 
section house built, and witnessed the station being 
named Lydiatt, after a manager working for the 
railway. Peter was also active in community affairs, 
and was a charter member of the St. John Lutheran 
Church when it was formed in 1909. 

On December 27, 1914, Peter Loeb was married 
to Elizabeth Adolph. She was born in Yankton, South 
Dakota on November 27, 1892. Her family had been 
among the first settlers in the Lydiatt district. Some of 
her brothers had made the journey from South Dakota 
on horseback, bringing their cattle with them. 

Elizabeth Adolph attended school at st. Ouens 
when the schoolhouse was located on the sand ridge 
just south of the Sinnott farmstead on the east side of 
the road. When the Eichenfeld (later Lydiatt) school 
opened, she attended there. 

Elizabeth and Peter Loeb Sr. 
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The marriage of Peter and Elizabeth Loeb was 
blessed with 10 children, six boys and four girls. 
Theirs was not an easy life. Long hard hours were 
spent in the fields, followed by late-night milking, 
separating, and looking after the needs of the live
stock and growing family. Land was cleared, using 
human and animal muscle, until the first tractor was 
purchased in the mid 1930's. 

The family, in common with others of the 
period, was of necessity baSically self-sufficient. 
Elizabeth Loeb's gardens were always bountiful, even 
during the dry years of the 30's. Water was carried in 
buckets to feed the thirsty plants and parched ground, 
and they responded. Preserves filled up basement 
shelves, for canned or fresh vegetables and fruit were 
an un affordable lUXUry. Sauerkraut and pickles were 
put up in barrels. Watermelons were buried in grain 
bins, and could be eaten fresh into early winter. 
Sometimes a melon or two would be lost in the grain, 
and would show up as a smelly mush in the spring. 
Refrigerators and ice boxes were unknown, and an ice 
house was virtually a necessity in the summer. 

In the 1930's the growing family experienced a 
sudden unexpected expansion in numbers. Nieces 
and nephews from the Steinhauer family living near 
Swift Current, Saskatchewan, were forced to leave 
their home because of the severe drought. The boys 
found work on farms in the area, while the girls were 
employed in Winnipeg. 

Peter Loeb, Sr., was the operator of a threshing 
outfit for many years, first with steam and later with 
gasoline tractors. Throughout the 1920's, 1930's and 
until the late 1940's he and four of his brothers owned 
and operated a threshing machine and tractor for 
their common use. This co-operative effort was 
beneficial for all concerned. How can anyone who 
was there ever forget the late afternoon lunches in the 
field, or riding home in pitch darkness so bone weary 
you had to hold onto the harness to keep from falling 
off your tired horse? 

The family grew and attained moderate success, 
until 1939 when it suffered a grievous loss. On April 
24th of that year, Elizabeth Loeb died in the house to 
which she had come as a young wife and mother, the 
result of pleurisy and pneumonia. She is buried in the 
Lydiatt cemetery, and after more than 40 years her 
memory is still strong with those who knew her. 

In December of 1940, another disaster befell 
the Peter Loeb family, when fire completely destroyed 
the farm home. Nothing was saved and there was no 
insurance. Neighbours and friends pitched in to help 
out, and their kindness and generosity is still re
membered. 

In November of 1940, just weeks before the fire, 
the eldest child, Eleanor, was married to Ray Matheson 



of the Cloverleaf area. Most of their wedding presents 
were lost in the fire. In the mid 1940's their new barn 
southeast of Cloverleaf was the scene of many a barn 
dance, and many a romance was started there to the 
music of bands like Fred Hadaller's. The property is 
now owned by Mike Masnyk. 

In 1947 Ray and Eleanor moved permanently to 
Winnipeg. Ray was employed as a milk-man and 
manager with Modern Dairies until his retirement in 
1979. They now reside in East Kildonan and have 
three children. 

Peter was the second child. He worked at many 
different jobs in his younger years, in Manitoba as 
well as Saskatchewan and Alberta. In 1941 he married 
Genie Bealieu, the daughter of the Lydiatt store 
keeper and post master. Stories are still told in the 
family of how Peter angered his future father-in-law 
by tying his horse, Buster, to a tree on the lawn while 
he was visiting Genie. By the time Peter was ready to 
leave early in the morning, there wasn't much grass 
left within the circle of the rope. It had all been 
stomped into the ground. 

Peter Jr. served in Italy and the Western front as 
a member of the Canadian tank corps during W.W.II. 
Settling in Abbotsford, B.C., after the war, he joined 
the Air Force in 1954 and served at various postings in 
Canada and Europe until his retirement. He and 
Genie now live in Prince George. They have four 
children. 

The third child of Peter Sr. and Elizabeth was 
their son, Walter. He too had to look for employment 
at an early age, in common with other youths of the 
time. He worked in the forests in the winter, and on 
farms in the summer. Walter also saw service during 
the Second World War. He was an artillery-man, and 
did duty on Canada's west coast, as well as active 
service in the Low Countries, from which he returned 
safely. 

In 1944, Walter was married to Kay Scott, whose 
family farmed just north of Cloverleaf. After the war 
they settled in Winnipeg, and eventually moved to 
Calgary, where they operated a very successful business 
enterprise. They have two children. 

Fred Loeb followed in the footsteps of his older 
brothers. He worked in the forests and on farms, and 
saw service during W.W.II; however, he did not get 
overseas. In 1953 he married Eleanor Danielson of 
Arborg. They lived in Toronto for a time, but returned 
to Winnipeg where they raised seven children. Their 
children have distinguished themselves in the sports 
field. Their son, David, has been a Canadian all-star 
volleyball player, while his brother, Rick, has played 
hockey in Europe. 

Clara was the second girl in the family. She 
married Dave Lackman in October of 1942. The 
Lackman family had moved to Lydiatt from Winnipeg 
in the 1930's. Dave and Clara have farmed the home 
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property ever since their marriage. They have five 
children. 

Ernest and Richard were too young to serve 
during W.W.II. They and their sisters helped operate 
the farm while their brothers were gone. This was a 
time when farming was still a very labour intensive 
industry. 

After the war, Ernest started a career as a 
trucker and saw most of Canada and parts of the 
U.S.A. from a truck seat. He and his wife, Lillian (nee 
Kretchmer), live in Elmwood and have two daughters. 

Richard married Elsie Endler of the White
mouth area in July of 1950. After his experience as a 
lumberjack and heavy equipment operator, they took 
over his father's farm in 1954, and still operate it 
today. They have five children. 

Irmengard married Les James in 1948, in a 
double wedding with her brother, Ernest. She and Les 
have managed the James family farm since their 
marriage, where they raised their three children. Les 
served as an infantryman during the war, and saw 
active service in Europe. Fortunately, he arrived 
home safely. 

Helen married Julius Endler of Whitemouth in 
July of 1950, in a double wedding with her brother, 
Richard. She and her husband have farmed very 
successfully since their marriage, and have three 
children. 

Alfred Karl, the youngest child, joined the 
Canadian Army in 1954, and settled in southern 
Ontario following his discharge from the service. He 
married Lynn Earley, and they live near London, 
where they've raised five children. 

Following the death of his wife Elizabeth in 
1939, Peter Sr. married a widow, Molly Michaelis (nee 
Mohr) in October of 1942. After his death of a heart 

Eleanor, Peter, Clara, Walter, Irmengard, Fred, Helen, Alfred, 
Richard and Ernest. 



attack in 1955, she married a widower, Henry Schroeder. 
They now live in Winnipeg. 

Peter Loeb Sr. died at the age of 67 in the last 
week of December, 1955, and is buried beside his wife 
Elizabeth in the Lydiatt cemetery. He had seen and 
experienced many things, and had successfully adapted 
to a new language and customs in a new and virgin 
land. He, together with his wife and children, had met 
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the challenge of hard and trying economic and 
physical conditions, and succeeded where others 
might have failed. They had always involved them
selves in the welfare of the community and nation. 
This reflected itself in military, political, and other 
forms of community service - a service which 
continues today. 

B. Uskoski Family History 

August 23, 1954 saw a young electrician, Bill 
Uskoski, and his wife, Pauline, embark on a new 
adventure. It was then that Bill became civilian 
electrician with the United States Air Force 916 AC & 
W Squadron. This later became the Pine Tree Radar 
System under the Canadian Forces. Driving 116 miles 
daily became tedious. Bill and Pauline decided to 
make Beausejour their home. 

Willie (better known as Bill) and Pauline are 
both from pioneer stock. Willie is the son of Steve 
Uskoski and Julie Nimchuk of Hazelridge. Willie's 
father was from Woloshen, Chasaniw, Austria. His 
mother was from Dzurin, Chzortkow, Austria. They 
were married in 1906. They lived in Hazelridge, 
raising a family of nine. 

Pauline is the daughter of Hazelridge merchants, 
Adam Nazarko and Ahafia Wuss. Pauline's father 
came from Cheasaniw, Austria at an early age. He had 
to go to work at 12 years of age when his father was 
killed in a threshing accident. Her mother came from 
Novasiola, Lubacziw, Austria. They were married in 
1916. They raised a family of six. 

February 19, 1955 was a red letter day in their 
lives, for that was when red haired, Bill Steven became 
the first branch on the Uskoski Family Tree. 

It was shortly after this, that Bill was asked by 
the Americans to take a Refrigeration Course in York, 
Pennsylvania. After a short stay in York, Bill returned 
with a diploma in Refrigeration. This was the birth of 
the Park Avenue Refrigeration business in Beausejour. 

July 20, 1958 saw Terry Len, another little 
redhead join the family tree. Terry was closely 
followed by Cheryl Lynn on September 21, 1959. The 
enormous amount of thick, long, dark hair she was 
born with amazed hospital staff and friends alike. For 
many years, the girls were outnumbered three to two. 
September 15, 1965 changed all that with fair haired, 
Linda Karen joining the family to even up the score. 

The following years were filled with the old 
cliche, "The trials and tribulations of raising a family 
in these times". The family had it's share of illness, 
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knocked out teeth, and even Terry locking himself in 
a refrigerator. But, thank God, the parents survived, 
and the children grew up healthy. 

Bill Jr., following his father's footsteps, graduated 
from the Red River Community College with a diploma 
in Refrigeration. He is a Refrigeration Technician 
with Scott Refrigeration of Winnipeg. And, like his 
father, he has a small refrigeration business that he 
carries on at home. Bill married Sylvia Marlene 
Dancho, daughter of Frank and Margaret Dancho of 
Tyndall, Manitoba, on August 11, 1979. Sylvia is 
nursing at the Health Sciences Centre in Winnipeg. 
They reside in Pine Ridge Village. 

Terry, after graduating from the Selkirk Regional 
Comprehensive School in June of 1977, majoring in 
Auto Body, decided that he would rather be a Tele
communications Technician. He entered Red River 
Community College, graduating as a Telecommunica
tions Technician in June of 1979. He is employed by 
Northern Telecommunications Ltd. of Winnipeg. He 
resides in Winnipeg. 

Cheryl graduated from the Selkirk Regional 
Comprehensive School in June of 1977, majoring in 
Drafting. After working for a short period at Motor 
Coach Industry of Winnipeg, she married Allan Kurtz 
No It, son of Martin and Edna Nolt of Beausejour on 
June 17, 1978. They have further expanded the family 
tree with their young son, Scotty Allan, born April 17 , 
1979. Allan, a farmer at heart, gave up the "rat race", 
and with his wife and son, accepted the management 
of a 1,000 acre farm for Mr. M. Cohn. They now reside 
in Hazelridge. 

Linda, following the lead of Terry and Cheryl, is 
attending the Selkirk Regional Comprehensive School. 
She is in Grade 11 and is majoring in Graphic Arts. 
She will graduate in 1983. 

We, the U skoskis, are proud to be part of the 
"History" and the future of Beausejour. We think
rather than-"A Good Place to Stop"-it is a good 
place to live. 

By: Pauline Uskoski. 



Meyer Family History 

Wilhelm. his wife Marie (nee Heine). their two 
sons. Otto and Ernest, and a friend of the family. 
Gustave Hoodt, immigrated to Canada from Her
mannsburg. Germany in 1925. A son. William. 
followed a year later. Through the Rev.P.Kohlmeier. 
who had connections with the immigration board and 
also served the Lutheran congregation in Lydiatt. 
they purchased land in that area. The Meyers were 
hard working people; besides farming each winter the 
father and his sons worked in the bush. The first years 
they cut cordwood; then in 1928 they built their own 
saw mill and cut logs and lumber. as far away as 
Contour. The bush work was a necessity to make the 
payments on the farm. Gustave helped wherever he 
was needed. He died in 1936. Marie passed on in 
1935 and Wilhelm in 1956. 

Marie and Wilhelm Meyer and granddaughter, Gertrude. 

William (Bill) born in 1903. married Clara 
Hesse. also from Hermannsburg. Germany in 1931. 
That same year they bought 100 acres of heavy bush 
along the Brokenhead River in Lydiatt. which was 
mostly cleared with axe and grub hoe. Later they 
bought 80 acres of partial swamp. which they cleared 
and brought under cultivation. This they farmed until 
Bill's death in 1960. They had three daughters: 
Gertrude. Erika and Eleanor. In 1955 the St. John 
Lutheran Congregation wished to build a House of 
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Worship. Under Bill's guidance, the church was 
built and dedicated in 1959. Gertrude (Trudi) mar
ried Herman Lange from Rochester, Alberta. They 
farm in the Allegra area. They have six children: Mark, 
Susan. Lome. Nancy. Holly and Paul. Erika is married 
to George Smith of Lydiatt and they farm in that area. 
Eleanor married William Newton from Lavenham. 
Manitoba. They bought her parent's farm. They had 
two children: Kenneth and Cynthia. Kenneth passed 
away in 1977. Bill is presently employed as a 
mechanic. Clara happily lives in her own house on 
the home place. 

Bill and Clara Meyer. 

Otto and Pauline. 



Otto born in 1905, married Pauline Burkhardt in 
1934. Pauline born in Southern Russia moved to 
Germany with her family in 1918. They then immigrated 
to Canada in 1927. Otto and Pauline took over the 
home farm, the 120 acres that the Meyers settled on. 
They also bought another 80 acres uncultivated. 
Besides farming Otto also worked for the hydro for a 
number of years as ground man and also as foreman. 
Otto and Pauline have three children: Gretel, Rudy 
and Erwin. 

Gretel married Robert Cook from British Col
umbia. They have two children: Bruce and Carol. 
Bruce is at present a Youth Staffer for the Lutheran 
Church in the Interlake area. Gretel and Carol live 
and work in Winnipeg. 

Rudy took over the home farm, but sold the 120 
acres in 1972. He owns and operates his own tandem 
truck and is also a part-time farmer. Rudy married 
Lillian Malkoske from Whitemouth. They live in 
Pine Ridge. 

Erwin is married to Alice Schalla from Steinbach. 
They have three boys: Kenneth, Wayne and Chris
topher. They live in Gillam where Erwin is employed 
by the Hydro as an operator driver. 

Otto and Pauline have retired to Beausejour. 
Ernest Henry was born in 1908. He married 

Elsie Huber in 1936 and bought a farm in Lydiatt. 

Ernie and Elsie Meyer. 
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Besides farming, Ernie continued sawing lumber and 
planing in the spring and summer. They have three 
sons: Ronald, Billy and Bobby. 

Ronald, born in October of 1938, married 
Pauline Woods in July of 1959 in Toronto and lived 
there until 1968 when they moved to Ottawa. He was 
in the computer business for the R.C.M.P. until he 
went into a computer business for himself in 1977. 
They have a son, Tim, and a daughter, Stephie. 

Billy and Bobby (twins) were born in April of 
1941. Billy married Edna Kathy Doerkson in July of 
1964. They lived in Winnipeg for several years where 
Billy worked for Univac and then was transferred to 
Calgary and is still with Univac as "Systems Manager". 
They have a daughter, Shauna, and a son, Kyle. 

Bobby married Diane Mikoloff in October of 
1964 and bought a farm close to home. Besides 
farming, Bobby worked at different jobs until he 
bought his father's farm in 1975. He built a shop 
where he fixes cars, trucks, etc. They have two 
daughters, Tracy and Kim. 

Ernie and Elsie kept two acres of their farm and 
built a house on it in 1975, where they now live and 
are enjoying their retirement. 

The Meyers were of true pioneer stock. They 
had a hand in making the country what it is today. 

Grandfather Meyer with his grandchildren. 



Struss Family History 

John Struss was born in 1879 and educated in 
Austria. He came to Canada with his parents. Thomas 
and Katherine Struss. They arrived in Winnipeg in 
1896. settled on the farm in the Ladywood area. and 
began farming in 1898. They were blessed with five 
children: Annie. John. Peter. Mary and Irene. As the 
years went by the children grew up and started 
farming on their own. When Thomas and Katherine 
retired they moved to Beausejour. where they lived 
until they passed away. 

In 1903 John married Anastasia Tesluk of 
Ladywood. They lived and led a happy. healthy life. 
farming. building. acquiring more land. and purchasing 
farm machinery. He hauled logs and helped in the 
construction of the first Roman Catholic st. Peter and 
Paul Church of Ladywood. The family prospered. The 
eldest son. Joseph. while attending Ladywood High 
School, frequently asked his father to help him out 
with his homework in mathematics. The second son. 
Stanley. purchased a Model T Ford car in 1922. 
replacing the double seater buggy and grey-white 
dapple horses that the Struss family was noted for in 
the district in raising and selling. 

Thomas and Katyryna Struss. 
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On the 17th of May in 1925. John passed away 
at the early age of 46. leaving his loving wife and 11 
children grief-stricken. 

The family continued farming. but it was not 
the same. They grew up and left home. Anastasia 
passed away on June 30. 1966 at Beausejour. John 
and Anastasia's 11 children were: Joseph. Stanley. 
Frank. William. Andy. John Jr .. Peter. Edward. Kay. 
Mary and Paul. 

John and Anastasia Struss. 

Joseph married Mary Homeniuk. They live in 
Green Oak and operate a grocery store. He was a 
councillor in the Brokenhead Municipality. Joe and 
Mary have three children: Ray. Eleanor and Marie. 
Ray is married to Anne Roshko. He is manager of the 
Royal Bank of Canada at Lac du Bonnet. Ray and 
Anne and their two children. Kelly and Shelley. live in 
Lac du Bonnet. Eleanor is married to Henry Saluk. 
They have one son. Randy. They own and operate 
Wonder Shows. and they live in Lockport. Marie is 
married to Lawrence Kiernicki and they live in North 
Kildonan. They are both employed with Wonder 
Shows. Marie and Lawrence have one son. Ryan. 

Stanley went to live in Detroit, Michigan. He is 
married to Sophie Dymitryk. and they celebrated their 
50th Wedding Anniversary on June 27. 1981. Stanley 
retired from Great Lakes Steel after 37 years of 
employment. The couple's children are: John. 
Ronald (deceased). Dick. JoAnn. Nancy. Gerald and 
Janice. Their family circle includes 28 grandchildren 
and one great grandchild. Stanley and Sophie live in 
River Rouge. Michigan. 

Frank married Anne Baker of Cromwell. He i' 



moved to Windsor, Ontario, where he purchased a 
farm. He was employed with Chrysler Corporation 
until his retirement. Living in Ontario. Frank and 
Anne have three children: Edgar. Marge and Rudy. 
They are all married and have children of their own. 
They are all living in Vancouver. British Columbia. 

William learned the art of cooking and baking 
from his mother at home. He joined the Canadian 
Armed Forces. but due to serious injury was unable to 
remain and continue his training. He later was 
employed with Ford Motor Company in Windsor, 
Ontario. Returning to Manitoba. he married Ada 
Holigroski. During his farming years he was also 
employed with CFS Beausejour. Ada is employed at 
the Beausejour Hospital as a dietician. William and 
Ada live in Beausejour. They have four children: 
Gordon. Kenneth. Edward and Linda. Gordon is 
employed with a screen printing firm in Winnipeg as a 
printer. Ken is married. He and his wife. Norma. own 
and operate a garage at Blue River, B.C. They have 
two children. Edward is employed at the Vancouver 
dry docks. Linda is married to Constable Jim Bartsch 
and they live in Winnipeg. 

Andy moved to Vancouver. B.C .. where he was 
self-employed. He built a comfortable home. Andy 
and his wife. Roonie. have one son. Glenn. They are 
successful in their business venture. 

John Jr. married Anne Golembioski. They farm 
and live in Ladywood. They have one son. Winston. 
He is an architectural draftsman and designer. 
Winston is married to Eileen Patzer. They have two 
children: Doreen and Cheryl. Winston and Eileen. 
and their children live in Winnipeg. 

Peter moved to Michigan. He was a bus driver 
in downtown Detroit. He joined the American Forces 
during the Second World War. Peter and his wife. 
Millicent (both deceased now). had two daughters: 
Janet in Idaho and Diane in California. 

Edward married Augusta Kurbis. They are 
presently living in Beausejour. Ed and his son. Rod. 
farm the family farm at Ladywood in addition to being 
employed with the Manitoba Rolling Mills at Selkirk. 
Ed served as a Trustee on the Ladywood School Board 
for a number of years. Edward and Augusta have 
three children: Ruth. Barbara and Rodney. 

Ruth married Lawrence Hastman of Tyndall. 
They own and operate a hog and grain farm. They 
have three children: Laurie, Tim and Leslie. 

Barbara is married to Sergeant Calvin Hunt of 
Newfoundland. They have one daughter. Callie. 
They are presently stationed at Sudbury. Ontario. 
where he is with the Canadian Armed Forces. 
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Rod was employed with the Manitoba Rolling 
Mills in Selkirk. Besides farming. he also plays with 
an orchestra in Winnipeg. 

Kay married Greg Underwood of Windsor. They 
had one son. Greg Jr.. who lives with his wife in 
Moose Jaw. Saskatchewan. Kay is deceased. 

Mary married Leopold Labossiere of Somerset. 
He was a school principal, school inspector and 
became Assistant Director of Administration for the 
Department of Education. Leopold and Mary of 
Winnipeg had four children: Edward. Robert. Theresa 
and Susan. Leopold passed away on January 4. 1969. 
Edward is married to Barbara Bulee and had four 
children: Lisa. Paul, Kyra and Sara. Edward is the 
Principal of st. Norbert Collegiate. They live in st. 
Adolphe. Robert is a graduate student in the Nova 
Scotia College of Art and Design in Halifax. Theresa is 
married to Michael Shaw. They have one daughter. 
Erin. They live in Winnipeg. Susan is married to John 
White and resides in Winnipeg. 

Paul joined the Canadian Armed Forces vol
untarily during World War II. He was trained at 
Petawawa Camp, Ontario. Mter the war, Paul re
turned home purchasing a farm in the Lac Du 
Bonnet area, where he farmed for a number of 
years. He then went to the U.s.A. on a non-quota 
basis where he is still employed. He and his wife, 
Helen live in Michigan and have three children: 
Valerie and Coleen, who are both at home and son, 
Dr. Paul Wayne of Chicago. 

Scattered in Canada and the U.S.A .. the Struss 
family will be remembered as true pioneers of Lady
wood. Manitoba. 

By: John Struss. 

Mary Labossiere, Kay Underwood, Edward Struss, Peter 
Struss, John Struss, Andy Struss, Bill Struss, Stanley Struss, 
Joseph Struss, mother Anastasia Struss (1961). 



Tesluk Family History 

Anthony Tesluk was born in Western Ukraine in 
1855. He married Ann Kozier and together with their 
six children. arrived in Quebec. Canada. in the late 
evening of April 30. 1896. Shortly after. they arrived 
in Winnipeg, Manitoba, purchasing a farm in S.E. 14 
of Section 25-14-7 E., 10 miles north of Beausejour. 
Here they had four more children. Being a business 
man. he started a grocery store and also operated a 
windmill. Fifteen years later he sold his store and part 
of the land to Miss Anna Staska. He moved to 
Beausejour. where he started a general store and a 
theatre on the same location that the present theatre 
'is located. His children attended Beausejour and 

Anthony and Anne Tesluk (1900). 

Winnipeg schools. He sold his store business and 
theatre to Mr. and Mrs. Borayko. moving to Stinen. 
Saskatchewan. where he purchased a store. He was in 
business there for some time. however. he eventually 
sold his business and moved to Detroit. Michigan. 
From there they moved to British Columbia. where 
they retired and later died. 

The Tesluks had 10 children. nine daughters 
and one son: Mary. Anastasia. Fernie. Lottie. Katy. 
Stanley. Rose. Anne. Ada and Margaret Their daughter 
Anastasia became Mrs. John Struss of Ladywood in 
1903. 

By: J. J. Struss. 

Anastasia Struss and Ruth Hastman. 

Dear Grandma Anastasia Struss: 

I loved her more than any other 
person in this world. She was so good to 
me. When I came home from school she 
always had all kinds of special treats 
cooked up for me; little yellow pancakes 
(that I have never been able to make myself 
since). small young potatoes fresh from the 
garden. and young peas cooked with their 
shells on. 

At night we would snuggle in her big 
feather comforter (pyryna) and she would 
tell me stories about the Old Country. She 
told me about the apples growing in the 
orchards of the villages (selo) and how 
beautiful everything was. She told me 

771 

about the awful witches (bida) that would 
jump on your wagon. if ever you were out 
driving at night. 

When I grew older I used to confide 
in her any trouble that I had with girl 
friends in school. I used to tell her which 
boy I liked the best She would listen and 
offer advice. 

Grandma always told me that when 
she died she would telephone me. But she 
never did. 

Love. 
Your granddaughter. 
Ruth Hastman 
(nee Struss) 



Kurbis Family History 

Rudolf Kurbis was born in 1857 in Volyhnia, 
Russia. He married Henrietta Glowe and had a family 
of two daughters and four sons. Hearing of the North 
American Homestead Act, he left for Canada with his 
family in the year 1896. arriving in the Altona area. 

His oldest son. Albert Kurbis. born in 1882. 
came to Greenwald. Manitoba. where he took up a 
homestead for himself along the Brokenhead River. 
On January 7. 1905. he married Pauline Bauschke 
who also had immigrated to Canada with her parents 
in 1897. They were blessed with 10 children: five 
sons and five daughters - August. Paul. Henry 
(deceased). Annie (Trapp). Fred. Hertha (Koenig). 
Elizabeth (Biedler). Augusta (Struss). Elsie (Pokrant) 
and Wilfred. 

Raising 10 healthy children through the De
pression years was not an easy task but with good 
management and his ever strong faith in the Lord. he 
excelled. After a hard day of toil in the fields. his one 
way of relaxing was to sit at his beloved organ and 
play his favorite hymn. "Lobet den Herrn". On rainy 
days. he spent the day in the carpenter's tool house 
making neck-yokes. double trees. etc .. for his own 
use. 

Henriette and Rudolf Kurbis. 
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Albert and Pauline Kurbis. 

Likewise his wife. Mrs. Kurbis. was kept busy 
cooking and mending for her family. A large garden 
was planted and bags of potatoes were harvested for 
the long winter months. also barrels of sauerkraut, 
watermelon rind and cucumber pickles put up. Many 
hours were also spent spinning and knitting socks. 
mitts. and even sweaters from the wool of their very 
own sheep that were raised on the farm. Money was 
scarce but food was always plentiful at their table. 

Albert Kurbis was a great 
sportsman. One of his favorite past
time was hunting big game, keeping 
his family well supplied with wild 
goose, duck, moose and venison. The 
hides from the deer was taken to the 
Indian reservation at Scanterbury to 
be tanned. He then made moccasins 
and jackets from them. Conveniently 
living by the river, he fished in the 
spring, knitting his own fish nets from 
strong linen string. 



There never was an idle moment for him. 
Winter months found Albert Kurbis and his sons in 
the bush camps, cutting and hauling cordwood to the 
Pine Falls Paper Company while the mother and 
daughters took care of all the livestock at home. 

Albert Kurbis was both a church and school 
trustee for many years. When the new St. John's 
Lutheran Church was built at Greenwald, he was 
church custodian, building early Sunday fires in the 
big wood furnace and tolling the church bell, calling 
people to worship. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kurbis moved to Beausejour in 
1952. Although his life was full, rest and relaxation 
were not to be his, for Albert died at the early age of 
70, in 1953. His wife lived on for a few more years 
with two of her daughters, Elsie and Annie. She died 
in 1966 and went to rest beside him at the Beausejour 
Cemetery. They were worthy pioneers who did their 
share in making this a better Canada. They were two 
renowned settlers of the Greenwald district. 

By: Augusta Struss (Kurbis). 

Wilfred Kurbis, Elsie Pokrant, Paul Kurbis, Gustie Struss, 
Lizzie Biedler, Henry Kurbis, Paul (hidden), Hertha Koenig, 
Annie Trapp, August Kurbis. 
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Gotlieb Brown Family History 

Gotlieb and Paulina Brown emigrated to Beause
jour from Odessa. Russia. approximately in 1906. 
They arrived in Winnipeg first. in the latter part of 
1905. They brought their two children: Alex (my 
father) and Minnie. ages five and three. They were 
also expecting their third child. Charles. who was 
born in Canada not too long after their arrival in 
Winnipeg. 

Gotlieb and Paulina Brown. 

My grandfather. Gotlieb. was sponsored to 
come to Canada by his brother. Gustav. Gustav 
operated a blacksmith shop in Garson for some years. 
My grandfather worked for his brother for a short 
while. but he was a butcher in Russia. and opened a 
small butcher shop in Beausejour in 1908. 

Gotlieb and his oldest son. Alex. and in later 
years. the youngest son. Edward. operated the Beause
jour Meat Market. later changed to G. Brown and Son. 
until they finally sold in 1948. 

Gotlieb and Paulina Brown had a large family. 
of which only eight reached maturity. They are as 
follows: 

Alexander. the oldest, now 81. resides in Winnipeg. 
He had three children: Ralph. living in Winnipeg; 
Irene (Mrs. N. A. Lott) living in Calgary; and Lorraine 
(Mrs. A. Kalmboch) living in Winnipeg. 

Ralph has four children: Ronald. Colin. Terrance 
and Barbara. 

Irene has four children: Larry. Leonard. Dean 
and Cheryl. 

Lorraine has two children: Kimberley and 
Sherry. 

Minnie Klan is now deceased. She died in 
Trenton. Michigan. at the age of 35 from double 
pneumonia. Minnie had two children: Bill and 
Delores. 

Robert was killed in a car accident at the age of 
15. 
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Charles. now 75 years of age. is retired from the 
Edison Company. He presently resides in Trenton. 
Michigan. 

Emily (Mrs. R. P. Hatt) age 72. resides in Harbor 
Beach. Michigan. 

Mary (Mr. H. Goddard) age 70. lives in Windsor. 
Ontario. 

Edward. now 65. lives in Lakefield. Ontario. He 
is still working as a piano teacher. 

Alice (Mrs. H. Drewitz) now 59. the youngest 
child. lives in Clearwater. Florida. 

Gotlieb Brown. who started the butcher shop. 
retired in Windsor. Ontario. and passed away there at 
the age of 86 in 1962. His wife Paulina. passed away 
11 months later in 1963 at the age of 84. 

Brown's Butcher Shop enjoyed a fine reputation 
for "homemade sausage". cured meats. etc.. in the 
surrounding area. and as far away as Winnipeg. also. 
Gotlieb learned his trade in the Old Country. and 
brought his skills to Canada. 

By: R. G. Brown. 

Left to right: Ralph Brown, Gotlieb Brown, Alex Brown. 

Alice Brown. 



Arthur Trapp Family History 

As a descendant of one of the many pioneer 
families who settled in the various areas of the 
Brokenhead region, I offer a brief historical and 
family resume covering the early years and up to the 
mid 1960's. 

My parents were Albert and Charlotte Trapp. 
Father was the second oldest son of pioneer Wilhelm 
Trapp who emigrated to Canada in the early 1880's 
and settled in the Brokenhead area. Mother was a 
daughter of the Gustav Arnhold family who emigrated 
to Canada in the early 1900's and settled in Greenwald. 
They were married in 1913 and moved on to their own 
S.W.~ of 29-14-8 E., five miles south of the parent's 
farm two years later, and lived there until their 
demise. 

I was born in 1918, an only son in a family of 
four. Now, in 1981, I look back and feel fortunate to 
have lived and been part of that period of history of 
the Brokenhead area. 

My recollections of the very early twenties are 
of rough lumber and log buildings, miles of swamp
land, heavy woodland forests, deep rutted roads, 
roads that didn't always follow section lines as they 
do now, but would often go through settlers yards, 
because that was where the high ground was. This 
meant opening and closing wire or pole gates in the 
inevitable farm fences. It was a chore mostly for 
young boys, or so it seemed. 

Travel and transportation was by horse and 
wagon although oxen were used by some and there 
was still the odd span of mules used for field work. 
The Model T Ford was becoming increasingly popular. 

Except for the town of Beausejour, which was 
our supply centre, other towns and villages were 
known by name only and seemed far away. A visit to 
Winnipeg for some was like one trip in a lifetime. 

Those were the days of conti
nuous land clearing activities, of 
fields of stumps and root piles all 
grubbed out and piled high by men, 
women and children. The accom
panying smell of burning wood, 
leaves and moss to this day still 
lingers on in ones memory. 

It was still the time of the large threshing outfits 
with steam engines whose shrieking whistles scared 
the wits out of curious boys, and which also caused 
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more than one runaway team of horses. Farmers with 
considerable acreage would wait for the threshing 
crews to arrive. Smaller farmers would pile their 
sheaves in high conical shaped stacks and await their 
turn. This could be into late November. The delivery 
of grain to market was usually done by horse and 
sleigh in the winter. Neighbours often helped one an
other in the long haul to the grain elevator or box car. 
The highlight of the trip for young boys like myself 
was a meal of garlic sausage and bread purchased 
from the local butcher shop, then eaten right there 
around a warm stove. 

My parents, like many others, had heavy mortgage 
payments to meet. So winter was a time when extra 
income could be earned by cutting and selling 
fuelwood to town and city dealers. So it was that 
mother, my sisters, and I, would care for the livestock, 
etc., during the long winter months. Father would be 
in a bush camp many miles from home. I didn't have 
to wait long - at the age of II, I had my first 
introduction to that kind of life. 

These were also the years when smallpox, T.B. 
and Diptheria were the dreaded diseases. The memory 
of the flu epidemic was still very much in mind. It is 
also remembered that the neighbours always came to 
help when needed. Race, colour or religion were no 
barrier. A well worn foot-path through brush, pastures, 
grainfields, gardens and farm yards linked us all 
together, as in a common bond to fight adversity. 
Those of us of the earlier generations remember the 
times when we would be sent for help with an urgent 
"run, quick, get the neighbour". 

My father was active in Municipal work during 
the 20's and this is probably the reason I recall how 
agricultural development placed an ever increasing 
demand for better roads, bridges, and drainage on 
municipal authorities. The number of tractors and 
trucks was increasing. Cars were not doing very well 
on pot hole roads. The need for a road to market was 
obvious and the Beausejour North Highway # 12 was 
started in 1928. The beginning of a system of main 
drains was also being developed at that time. 
Agricultural expansion continued at a steady rate 
with new settlers moving in. However the affluence 
of the ever expanding era of the 20's came to an 
abrupt end with the stock market crash of 1929. 

We entered the 30's with disaster 
facing us from every side. There was 
drought. Clouds of grasshoppers and 
grain rust took the rest. There were 



unbelievably low prices for farm 
commodities and livestock. It was a 
day to day battle to keep what one had 
or lose it all. It meant "work harder 
than before, but now for almost 
nothing". It must have been heart
breaking for my parents, butwe never 
went hungry and were always well
clothed. 

I was a boy of 12 at the beginning of the 
Depression and no stranger to work. At that age one 
was expected to do the work of an adult and one did as 
expected but not always measuring up. Those were 
endless years of work and worry and our family was 
able to hang on without relief or handouts. 

The dry years. however. brought with them 
unexpected benefits. Dried up swamps were cleared 
by bush fires burning away the roots. debris. peat 
moss or turf as it was called by most. down to the rich 
underlying loam. and thousands of acres of hitherto 
unarable land were now accessible to the breaking 
plow. These new agricultural opportunities attracted 
people from the Western Dust Bowl as well as dried 
out farmers from the south. for our conditions had 
never been as severe as theirs. It proved to be the start 
of a land development era far more extensive than
could be forseen at the time. 

By 1932. I was 14 years old and out of school. 
Education. while desirable. did not rank high in the 
1930's list of priorities. This meant full time farm 
work and bush camps in the winter. But even while 
people had experienced hard economic times. progress 
and development had somehow continued. The age 
of mechanization had crept in. as was evidenced on 
all sides by cars and tractors. Combines were now be
coming part of the agricultural scene. The age of 
steam engine, oxen and large threshing crews was 
fading and by the end of the 30's rubber was 
replacing the steel wheel on tractors, and combines 
were coming fully into their own. The decade came 
to an end with considerably better prices and the 
Second World War. Many of the young men were 
called away. They had known nothing but hard 
times in their short lives. 

We entered the 40's with a raging World War. 
whereas previously there had been dozens of men 
available for work and no money to pay for their 
labour. we were now faced with a shortage of help. 
Gone were the young men from the farms. The 
stooking and threshing crews now had to be made up 
of husbands. wives and children. This created great 
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difficulties for farmers. especially at harvesting time. 
Our family was no exception. I had met and married 
Judy Freund in 1941. whose family had migrated to 
the Brokenhead area from Steinbach in the latter part 
of the Depression. It became the task of my young 
bride. me. my father. and sister to complete the whole 
harvest operation. and somehow we struggled through. 
Along with the farm and winter woods operation. we 
found time to contribute our efforts to community 
affairs through work in the Farm Movement Co
operative retail organization and 4-H work. 

In the early 40's economic conditions vastly 
improved. For those who had been able to hang on 
through the 30·s. it meant "catch up and consolid
ation". For others it was a chance to start over again. 
Agricultural expansion and development continued. 
For me and my wife it was also a beginning. However. 
it was expected for us to remain on the family farm 
and help retire the financial encumbrances my father 
had assumed in 1918. So it was 1945 before we took 
over the family quarter section and were finally on 
our own. Our lifestyle didn't change. It continued to 
be the farm in the summer and bush camps in the 
winter. As the late 30's saw the effects of the 
Depression disappear. so did the late 40's see the last 
vestiges of restraint and shortages as a result of the 
war effort disappear. An era of unprecedented 
growth and development came with rural electrif
ication, telephones and roads. 

Gone into history were the pioneer years of the 
20·s. the drought and DepreSSion of the 30·s. and the 
agonizing years of war and restrictions of the 40·s. For 
once in three decades all available resources would 
be directed towards upgrading the quality of life and 
improving education. transport and communications 
systems. It was a time when all those issues that 
could not be addressed over the years for various 
reasons would finally get the required attention. 

Municipal men and others joined to plan and 
develop the highway and market routes to new 
modern standards and the link up of major and minor 
communities, which serve all of Eastern Manitoba to 
this day. The same comprehensive approach was 
taken to the continuing problem of drainage and 
flood protection. resulting in the present day system 
of dykes and drains. Needless to say. none of this 
came easily. but only after endless meetings and 
negotiations and planning. The little red school 
house had filled the need in the 20·s. Secondary 
school districts were developed later. These now gave 
way to consolidated school districts. only to disappear 
in the late 50's when the new school divisions were 
formed. Now students would be bussed to school 
every day. What a difference from those distant days. 
when as a boy of 5 Y2 years. my two sisters and I would 
walk the distance of 3 Y<l miles to the Brokenhead 
School through fields. gardens and winding paths 



along the Brokenhead River, only to return home after 
classes .and do the inevitable farm chores. 

I was given the privilege to represent the area in 
a number of appointed and/or elected capacities. 
Among other duties I served as Reeve of the Muni
cipality of Brokenhead and was M.L.A. for the con
stituency of Lac du Bonnet. My wife and I are glad to 
have had the opportunity to help bring about some 
improvements of a lasting nature. We ceased farming 
in 1964 and presently reside in Thompson, Manitoba. 

I am District Manager for the Department of 
Indian Affairs, and am responsible for dealing with 

8,000 native Indian people living in remote Northern 
communities. My understanding of Municipal ad
ministration, our educational and social development 
systems, as well as experience gained over the 
intervening years is all an undeniable asset. But the 
teaching of my father to have respect and tolerance 
for all men has proven the most valuable to me. 

Our daughter, Lyla, married Daniel McLean. He 
has since died in a mining accident. Lyla is a Public 
Health nurse and lives in The Pas, Manitoba with her 
son, Danny. 

By: Arthur A. Trapp. 

Judy and Archie with daughter, Lyla and grandson, Danny. 
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Albert and Charlotte Trapp Family History 

Our father, Albert Trapp, was the son of Wilhelm 
and Paulina Trapp. He was born in the colony of 
Lashoff, Kries Rovno Gubernia, Poland, on October 2, 
1887. 

He emigrated to Canada in 1893 with his 
mother, brothers and sister to join their father in 
Winnipeg, who had preceded them by three years. 
They then moved to Brokenhead in 1896 and settled 
on the N.E.~ 12-15-7 E. 

Little is known of the hardships encountered in 
their travels except an occasional reference to crossing 
the Red River, leading their only cow through swamps, 
forest roads and how they spent the first winter in a 
little log house. There was no mention of hardships, 
only an unbounded faith in a promising land. 

There was work for adults and children alike, 
and little time for formal schooling. However, our 
father attended the Brokenhead School long enough 
to learn the basic three "r's". From there on it was 
pure self education, which he got from extensive 
reading and also working with and in various cap
acities such as land surveying with civil engineers, 
ditching, road building, carpentry, bridge building, 
etc. He accumulated an extensive library of reference 
material which was put to use quite frequently. He 
thus acquired the knowledge required to cope with 
most of the problems encountered in a developing 
agricultural area, and took an ever broadening interest 
in district and regional concerns which eventually led 
to public office. 

Our mother, Charlotte Trapp, was the daughter 
of Gustav and Teophilia Arnhold. She was born on 
December 24, 1893 in the village of Bergtal, Volga 
district, Russia. They had emigrated to Canada and 
Greenwald, Manitoba in 1900. 

Mother and father were married on May 11, 
1913. They lived with father's parents for two years, 
and then moved onto the S.W.~ 29-14-8 E., which 
father had purchased in 1909. This then became our 
home and this is where we children, Eleanor, Margaret, 
Arthur and Evelyn grew up. 

Mother was a faultless housekeeper and kept 
our home filled with good cooking, beautiful pastry, 
houseplants, embroidery work, etc. Her flower garden, 
among other things, was her pride and joy. She was a 
tireless worker at any task, and could drive a four 
horse field team as good as anyone and could stook 
up a field of bundles faster than most. She had the 
full responsibility for her family and livestock during 
the winter months when father was away at his 
woodcutting camps. We children shared in the 
chores and never knew what hard times were. After a 
lengthy illness, mother passed away on December 30, 
1949. 

While mixed farming was father's main occu-
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pation in later years, he had at the young age of 18, 
purchased a steam threshing outfit and soon was 
involved in ditch and road building contracts, a 
registered Percheron Stud Service, a sawmill operation, 
as well as an annual winter woods operation which he 
continued up until 1939. 

He also maintained a healthy interest in local, 
Provincial and Federal affairs. He was first elected to 
the office of Reeve of the RM. of Brokenhead in 1921, 
and then again in 1928. He was part of the driving 
force that started the construction of the Beausejour 
North Highway =If: 12. He also served as drainage 
trustee for many years and helped shape the system of 
drainages for the Brokenhead River Drainage Basin as 
they are today. 

Albert and Charlotte Trapp. 

So it was that our home had 
many visitors, some with Municipal 
problems, some looking for winter 
work, others looking for advice on a 
variety of matters, and again others 
with legal documents that required 
interpretation. His proficiency in the 
ethnic languages of the area was a 
profound asset and helped many. We, 
as children, grew up in this spirit of 
humanism and neighbourliness. 



So it was that our home had many visitors, some 
with Municipal problems, some looking for winter 
work, others looking for advice on a variety of 
matters, and again others with legal documents that 
required interpretation. His proficiency in the ethnic 
languages of the area was a profound asset and 
helped many. We, as children, grew up in this spirit of 
humanism and neighbourliness. 

Our father's life span in this country was 60 
years. He had seen the wilderness of swamp and bush 
land disappear under the continuous onslaught of 
the pioneers. The construction of roads and ex
cavation of drainage ditches brought to full real
ization the promise of the land as seen by those early 
settlers. 

In 1951 he was elected as a Liberal represen
tative in the Manitoba Legislative Assembly for the 
Provincial Constituency of St. Clements. He imme
diately brought his influence to bear so that the Pro
vincial Government took over full responsibility for 
maintenance and repair of the Beausejour North 
Highway, thereby freeing the Municipality of Bro
kenhead from an intolerable burden. The construc
tion of the Stead-Pine Falls Highway connection 
will remain as his monument. As always he 
continued to press for a highway and an all-weather 
market road system that would serve the whole 
region. He died on January 9, 1953, before the end of 
his term. Besides being interested and concerned 
about the political and cultural aspect of this area, 
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father was also interested in sports. As an M.L.A. he 
donated a trophy to the Brokenhead Baseball Club 
which was organized in 1950. 

So it was that the boy of 10, who journeyed from 
Winnipeg to a new home at Brokenhead away back in 
1896 was to become one of the architects of the 
future, which is today. 

Eleanor married August Bauschke in 1933. 
They farmed in the Brokenhead area until his demise 
on December 25, 1975. Their children are: Arthur, 
Alvin, Reinhart, Lorin and Kurt. Eleanor now lives 
with Alvin and Lorin on the family farm. 

Margaret married Mike Bruchanski in 1934. 
They farmed in the Brookfield area of Lac du Bonnet. 
She died on October 19, 1959. Their children are: 
Allan, Lorette, Morton, Beverly, Sharon, Wayne, Grant, 
Bonnie, Brenda and Margaret. 

Arthur married Judy Freund in 1941. They 
farmed in the Brokenhead area until 1964 and now 
live in Thompson. They have one daughter, Lyla and 
a grandson, Danny. 

Evelyn married William Omichinski in 1944. 
They farmed in the Ladywood district until his death 
on June 26,1975. They had one daughter, Lorna, and 
a grandson, Timmy. Evelyn is now remarried to Luc 
Nault. They continue to live on the farm at Lady-
wood. 

By: Eleanor Bauschke 
Evelyn Nault 
Arthur Trapp 



Wilhelm Schmuland Family History 

Wilhelm Schmuland was born in the Volhynia 
area of Polish Russia on September 14. 1887. the son 
of Ertman and Justina (nee Fuch) Schmuland. They 
had 12 children but only six survived past infancy. 
They were: Justina. August. Molly. Wilhelm. Lydia 
and Adolph. 

Wilhelm married Helena Schindel. daughter of 
George and Rosalie (nee Kampert) Schindel. Helena 
was born in Milavena. Russia on November 30.1893. 
They were married on January 17. 1912 and settled on 
a farm in the Volhynia area of Polish Russia. When 
World War I broke out. Wilhelm was required to fight 
in the Russian army against the Germans. While he 
was in the war much of his homeland became 
battleground and his family was forced to flee tothe 
Schleswig-Holstein area of Germany. When he 
returned from the war there was nothing left of his 
farm and it took him a year to locate his family. 

Wilhelm and Helena Schmuland. 
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One daughter. Augusta. was born in 1913. and 
sons Henry in 1917 and Albert in 1919. Albert died at 
five months of age. The Schmuland family eventually 
ended up in Frederiksgaard. Denmark before coming 
to Canada in 1923. They originally settled in Melville. 
Saskatchewan where Helena's relatives had settled 
earlier. However. in 1924 the family moved to a farm 
4Y2 miles east of Beausejour where their second 
daughter. Ruth. was born. In 1926 the family moved 
again to S.E. 21-12-8 E. where they rented a house and 
garden plot until 1930 when they bought their own 
farm at S.E. 18-12-8 E. where their last son. Harold. 
was born. Life was not very easy those first years. 
They raised cattle. pigs. geese and chickens and 
managed to make a living. 

Their first daughter. Augusta. married John 
Rairie and they had a family of five children: Robert. 
Donald. Darlene. Elaine and Judith. They lived for 
many years in the Birds Hill area where they earned a 
living as market gardeners. 

Henry married Anne Herald and settled in 
Lydiatt at N.W. 6-12-8 E. and still farms there today. 
They had four children: Floyd. Teresa. Mark and Joy. 

Ruth married Reinald Loeb and farmed in 
Lydiatt at S.E.7-12-8 E. They raised three children: 
Ronald. Doreen and Gloria. 

Harold married Anne Vnuk and still farms his 
parents' farm. They had two children: Clayton and 
Susan. 

Wilhelm Schmuland passed away in 1957 in 
Beasejour. Helena gave up farming in 1958 and 
moved to Beausejour where she spent her time 
gardening and making hooked rugs. Helena passed 
away in 1976 and was buried next to her husband 
Wilhelm in the Lydiatt Cemetery. 

Harold, Henry, Helena (mother), Augusta, Ruth. 



Peter Gmitrowski Family History 

Peter Gmitrowski was born in 1854 in Naro!, 
Poland near Cracow. He married Josephine Shumilak 
and they had four children: John, Jadwiga, Stanley 
and Mary. After Josephine died, he married her sister, 
Mary. 

Peter had thought of emigrating for some years, 
but the question was where. Australia was very far 
away, Brazil was on the equator, and he thought the 
climate would be disagreeable, and the political 
situation was unstable. There were too many revo
lutions. Canada seemed to be the logical choice, 
especially since many people from that part of the 
country had already gone there. One was Mary's 
oldest sister, Julia. She married Joseph Pirozek, and 
moved to Beausejour, Manitoba. She had written 
many times telling them what a fine country Canada 
was and urging them to come. 

They left in April of 1900 with Peter's four 
children. Peter's family remained behind. His 
mother, Sophia, his sisters, Josephine and Elizabeth, 
and his half-brother, Mary's brother, Andrew, 
remained behind. The rest of the family emigrated. 
Her parents, Paul and Agnes Shumilak, and her 
brothers, John, Stanley, Anton and Frank. Also her 
sisters, Elizabeth Czastkiewiecz and Carrie Dobrus
ki, their husbands and children. They sailed from 
Hamburg. 

It was a rough trip and many people became ill. 
Mary and John were among the few who didn't. She 
was so busy nursing the sick and caring for her four 
month old son, Joseph, that she scarcely had time to 
eat. John was assigned to a cabin with strangers, and 
they were not disposed to look after an 11 year old 
boy, so he had very little to eat and did not get sick. 

During one storm, Mary was walking along a 
passage at the bottom of a flight of stairs carrying her 
son, and a cabin boy appeared at the top carrying a 
large dish pan. The ship gave a sudden lurch and the 
boy stumbled, dropping the dish. Mary raised her arm 
and took the brunt of the blow on her arm and 
shoulder, thus saving the infant's life. 

They landed in June and went by 
train to the prairies. When they 
reached Beausejour, most of the 
passengers refused to leave the train. 
They declared that since it did not look 
like their old home it could not be their 
destination. At that time there were 
three public buildings in the town; a 
railroad station, post office, a store 
and some private houses. 
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They landed in June and went by train to the 
prairies. When they reached Beausejour, most of the 
passengers refused to leave the train. They declared 
that since it did not look like their old home it could 
not be their destination. At that time there were three 
public buildings in the town; a railroad station, post 
office, a store and some private houses. 

Peter and Mary bought land in Brokenhead. A 
farmer living nearby had a four room house. He 
rented three rooms, one per family, and they lived 
there while Peter built a house. Though it was late in 
June, he planted wheat and potatoes. They grew but 
remained green for a long time and he was worried. 
He said that if they had an early frost they would have 
nothing to eat. But it was a long warm fall. The grain 
ripened and they had a good crop. 

Peter had been a blacksmith, a carpenter, and a 
cobbler as well as a farmer, and he made use of his 
trades throughout his life. He put up the buildings 
and kept them in repair. He made the tools for the 
house, garden and barn, and repaired the family's 
shoes. He also kept bees. In the winter he made 
furniture-tables, chairs, china cabinets and benches. 

Peter and Mary lived in Brokenhead for 10 
years, then bought a farm near Beausejour. They had 
two sons, Joseph and Walter (who died of a heart 
condition at the age of five), and five daughters: 
Carrie, Alice, Regina, Jennie and Helen. Regina died 
during the flu epidemic in 1918. Mary died in 1939 
and Peter in 1941. 

Three daughters, Alice, Carrie and Helen are 
still living as of 1981. Peter and Mary had 86 
descendents. 

In 1912 Jadwiga married Frank Kozloski and 
moved to Biggar, Saskatchewan. They have six 
children. Frank married Dorothy Colville, Henry 
married Ann Allen, Helen married Abel Hoogeveen, 
Jean married Kazimer Wilchek, Mary married William 
Bradley and Wanda married Edward Storto. There are 
18 grandchildren and eight great grandchildren. 
Frank died in 1941 and Jadwiga in 1963. 

In 1922 John married Albina Peltz. They had six 
children. Carl died in infancy. Mary married Thomas 
Regula. They have four children: Grace who married 
Henry Kudlowich and have two children, Michael and 
Pamela; Jim; Margaret; and Daniel. John married 
Rose Schultz and they have one daughter, Sharon. 
Anton married Audrey Johnson. They have three 
children: Wendy, Christine and Bonnie. Robert 
married Mildred Ostholm. They have two children: 
Wynn married to Doreen Bechtel; and Sheldon. 
Elizabeth married William Bodner. They have three 
children: Linda married to Larry Pleskach with two 
sons, David and Jeffrey; Randal; and Gary. Albina 
died in 1932 and John in 1965. 



Left to right: Peter and Mary Gmitroski, Albina and John 
Gmitroski. 

In 1926 Stanley married Anne Koshley. They 
had three daughters. Mary married Michael Sobetski. 
They have one son. Karl. married to Beverley Halayko. 
who have one son. Derek. Helen married Daniel 
Sawchuk. They have one daughter. Shannon. 
Victoria married Casmir Surovich. They have two 
sons. Stanley married Joyce Winnemuller and John 
married Carol Lomax who have one son. Kevin. Anne 

died in 1934. and Stanley married her sister. Elsie. 
They had two daughters. Cecelia married Stanley 
Pfeifer and Katherine married Barry Johnson. Stan
ley died in 1952. Elsie married Steve Manyk, who 
died in 1968. She now lives in Moose Jaw, 
Saskatchewan. There are 13 grandchildren and 
three great grandchildren. 

Mary married Max Wolonczyk in 1924 and they 
moved to Minneapolis. Max passed away in 1956 
and Mary in 1972. 

Joseph married Mary Pirozek. They had one 
son. Ted. married to Helen Painter. They have five 
children: Kimberley. Leslie. Barbara. Teddy and 
Tammy. There are three great grandchildren. Joseph 
died in 1976 and Mary lives in Beausejour. 

Carrie married Anton Dolenuk. They had one 
daughter. Vera. who married Peter Jurkiew. Anton 
died in 1956 and Carrie lives in Tyndall. 

Alice married Fred Tepilo and moved to Minn
eapolis. They had one daughter. Helen. married to 
David Shore. There are two grandchildren and one 
great grandchild. Fred died in 1970 and Alice lives in 
Minneapolis. 

Jennie married Hector Sinclair. They had one 
daughter. Joan. married to Lawrence Bialek. who 
have one daughter. Shelley. Jennie died in 1974 and 
Hector in 1975. 

Helen married Bert McKay. They had one son. 
Dick. married to Judy Karpishan. who have one 
daughter. Cheryl. Helen and Bert now live in Tyndall. 

Left to right: Jennie, Ann (Mary), Stanley, Kay Kosley, John, 
Helen, Elsie Kosley, Mary and Peter Gmitroski. 
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Ronald Joseph Galay Family History 

Ronald Joseph Galay was born on January 21. 
1944 at Pine Falls, Manitoba. His parents were Joseph 
Galay and Jennie Baumgartner. He has two sisters, 
Rosemarie Roskivich and Shirley Sikora, both of 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. He has two half sisters and one 
half brother. They are: Violet Wazny of Lac du 
Bonnet, Manitoba; Lillian Sellers of Calgary, Alberta; 
and Louis Gmiterek of Beausejour, Manitoba. 

Ronald attended Red Deer and Overwater Schools, 
which were 2Y2 and 2 miles respectively from home. 
He usually had to walk to and from school. 

At the age of 16, he started work by cutting pulp 
wood during the winter months and during the 
summer months he ran the family farm at Glenmoor, 
as his step-father, Alex Gmiterek, was not able to do 
much work because of a war injury. 

In 1964 Ronald started work at the Granite 
Quarry in Lac du Bonnet, where he was a stone 
polisher. 

In 1968 he married Valerie Shumilak of Lady
wood, Manitoba. Valerie is the eldest daughter of 
Stanley and Bernice Shumilak. Her brother and sister 
are Bernard Shumilak and Angela Shumilak. Valerie 
worked at the Royal Bank of Canada as a teller, and 
Ron worked at West End Service as a Mechanic and 
took a course in Front End Wheel Alignment at 
Scarbourgh, Ontario in December of 1968. 

On April 4, 1969, Josephine Rose Galay was 
born. 

In February of 1973 Valerie started employment 
at Beaver Lumber Co. Ltd. in Beausejour as a book
keeper. 

On January 15,1974, Stewart Ronald Galaywas 
born. 

In June of 1974, Ronald started work at Frailick 
Ltd. as a mechanic where he worked until December 
of 1980. 

Josephine started kindergarten at the Beause
jour Elementary School in 1974. She is presently in 
Grade 7 at the Edward Schreyer School and is a 
"straight A" student. She is also taking violin at 
school for the third year. 

Last year, Josephine, along with her friend, 
Liana Price, had entered a science project in the 
Science Fair at the Edward Schreyer School. Their 
project was entitled "How Exercise Affects the Heart 
Beat". Their project won Second Place in Beausejour. 
Their project was then entered at the Science Symposium 
at the University of Winnipeg, where they won Third 
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Place and were presented with Bronze Medals. 
Josephine is going to be playing Ringette for 

the second season in 1981-82. She is also a member 
of the Girl Guides of Canada and is a helper with the 
Beavers of Canada. 

Josephine also enjoys reading, ceramics and 
various other crafts. 

Stewart started kindergarten a t the Beausejour 
Elementary School in 1979 and is presently in Grade 
two and is an average student. 

Stewart is going to be playing hockey for the 
second season this year, 1981-82. Stewart is also a 
member of Beavers of Canada this year. He enjoys 
hockey and Beavers very much. 

Stewart enjoys reading and doing various crafts 
as well. 

Ron, VaI, Josephine and Stewart Galay. 

Ronald and Valerie, along with Josephine and 
Stewart, live in Beausejour and are members of st. 
Mary's Roman Catholic Church. 

Ronald is presently employed by Naaykens 
Transport in Beausejour as a mechanic and Valerie is 
employed as a legal secretary by the law firm of 
Middleton, Boni, Hawranik. 

Ronald and Valerie and their family also enjoy 
camping and fishing during the weekends and during 
the summer holidays. 



Peter Szajowski Family History 

Peter Szajowski was born in 1872 in Cieszanow, 
Poland where his parents, Jakub Szajowski and Anna 
Palczynska lived. Peter's nephew, Zbigniew Szajowski 
now living in Cracow, Poland, has traced the family 
history back to 177 5. At that time their ancestor, 
Melchior Szajowski was a captain in the Polish Royal 
Army. The full family name was Sulima-Szajowski. 
Later Sulima was dropped from the family name. 

In 1898 Peter married Mary Bratkiewicz, daughter 
of Mikolaj Bratkiewicz and Karolina Tyndorf. Mary 
was born in Tomaszow, Poland. 

In 1900 Mikolaj and Karolina Bratkiewicz em
igrated to Canada together with their daughter and 
son-in-law, Paulina and Stanley Shumilak, and they 
resided together in Ladywood, Manitoba. After a 
short time Mikolaj and Karolina moved to Beausejour 
where they lived until their deaths. They resided in 
the frame house which is still standing and is 
presently known as 426 Fourth Street North. 

Mikolaj Bratkiewicz was employed for some 
time as a labourer with the C.P.R. He was also a brick
layer. Later he went into the business of buying 
cordwood for re-sale and shipping to Winnipeg by 
flatcar and raising hogs for sale. He helped build the 
first Roman Catholic Church in Beausejour and 
donated a large painting of St. Anthony which hung at 
the side altar. It was also a result of his constant 
urging that Mass on Christmas Eve was celebrated at 
midnight. His wife kept a garden and she was the first 
lady to sell vegetables door to door. Since she could 
not speak English she would carry denominations of 
coins with her and point out the price of the 
vegetables. 

In 1907 Peter Szajowski emigrated to Haw
thorne, a suburb of Chicago. Two years later his wife 
joined him, accompanied by their three children: 
Carrie, Leo and John. Here also their daughter Jean 
was born. As jobs were scarce, the family came to 
Beausejour in 1911 and lived with Mary's parents 
un til Peter was able to build a home to accommoda te 
his family. This is where their younger daughters, 
Julia and Bernice were born. 

Peter Szajowski was a bricklayer and plasterer 
and his work was in demand for many years. Many 
times he had to walk to his job carrying his tools. 
Later he used a bicycle. In the early days when his 
work took him away from home he would be driven by 
horse-drawn wagon, etc. to the farmstead where he 
had been hired. Here he would live in with the family 
and then return home. After a few years he was able to 
provide his own means of transportation by way of a 
Model T Ford. Also in those years employment was 
available only during summer months. Winter was 
the lean time of the year as it was for many other 
families. In the early years, many families were able 
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to supplement their food supply by keeping a cow, 
chickens, hogs and growing a large garden. Many 
wives helped by taking in washing and picking 
berries for sale. Later when his son, Leo, grew up he 
joined his father in his work. 

In the early years, Peter Szajowski also con
structed cement sidewalks in the Town of Beausejour. 
He had a large mixer which he used. Many of these 
old sidewalks are still in use today after many years of 
service. Some of the buildings in Beausejour which 
Peter and his son, Leo, helped construct are St. Mary's 
Church and interior plaster work, the first rectory in 
1926, Gretsinger's Garage, Town and Country Food 
Store (formerly Rumak's), the first Beausejour Hospital, 
St. Demetrius Ukrainian Catholic Church of Lady
wood, numerous fireplaces in the West Hawk Lake 
area and countless chimneys which are still in use 
after many years. He also constructed a type of 
firebrick indoor stove for heating homes during the 
winter and brick ovens for baking bread. These types 
of stoves were in great use in the part of Poland where 
he came from. The field stone altar erected at the base 
of the La Salette shrine near St. Mary's Church was 
built entirely by Peter Szajowski who at the time was 
in his late 70's. He offered this work to his parish. He 
was Sacristan for St. Mary's Church for several years. 
In his later years "Old Pete", as he was affectionately 
known, spent his leisure time making flower stands 
from willow canes and constructed a hand-made 
100m on which he turned out many scatter rugs. He 
also enjoyed making many hand made toys for his 
grandchildren. Peter died in 1956 and Mary in 1960. 

Anne and Leo Szajowski (1950). 
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Eight children were born to this family: 
Carrie. married James MacLean; they farmed 

near Beausejour. They had three sons: Allan. 
Douglas and Kenneth. Douglas married Muriel 
Kenyon and they have eight children. 20 grand
children and one great grandchild. Kenneth married 
Kathleen Cook James died in 1966. 

Two children. Louis and Caroline. died in 
infancy in Poland. 

Leo married the former Anne Ewecsyn. They 
had two children. Frances and Larry. Frances married 
Reginald Wheeler and they have one son and one 
grandson. Anne died in 1961 and Leo in 1962. 

John died at age 10. 
Jean is married to Walter Jurkiewicz. 
Julia is married to John Wielgosh. They have 

three children: Joanne. John Jr. and Allen. Joanne 
married Howard Wright. and they have two children 
and one granddaughter. Allen married the former 
Teresa Rumak and they have two sons. 

Bernice is married to Stanley Shumilak They 
have three children. Valerie. Bernard and Angela. 
Valerie married Ronald Galay and they have two 
children. 

Even though most of our hardy pioneers are no 
longer with us. we must cherish their memories since 
through their hardships and perseverance they 
helped build this beautiful country and left us a 
legacy of freedom and prosperity which we all now 
enjoy. 

By: Bernice Shumilak. 

50th wedding anniversary of Peter and Mary Szajowski 
(1948). F ron t, left to right: Carrie, Peter and Mary. Back,left to 
right: Bernice, Julia and Jean. 
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Stanley Edward Shumilak Family History 

Stanley Edward Shumilak was born in Lady
wood in 1909, the eldest son of Stanley and Paulina 
Shumilak. He grew up in a family of six sisters and 
one brother: Mary (Chryplywy), Gladys (Schultz), 
Cecilia (Benzik), Victoria (Koziar), Kazmir, Caroline 
(Golembioski) and Helen (Shumilak). He attended 
grade school at Ladywood, two and one-half miles 
from home. In those days children had to walk to 
school and during the severe winter weather classes 
were missed many times. 

At age 14, Stanley left school to help his father 
with working in the fields, making hay, stooking grain 
and threshing. He helped bring in the year's supply of 
firewood and cut logs in the bush to be made into 
lumber. At age 16, after harvest was completed at 
home, he went west to work in the grain fields of 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta. In those days 
hundreds of other farm workers also went west using 
free transportation (riding the rods or beating the 
freight as it was then known). Wages then were $1.00 
per day for anyone lucky enough to be hired; many 
workers had to return home as they could not find 
work. During the Depression years, Stanley also 
worked with horses and scrapers to build ditches to 
help pay for municipal taxes. At this time the wage 
was 25¢ per hour - no cash was paid, only credit 
applied on the tax bill. During these and later years, 
Stanley and his brother, Kazmir, found employment 
painting rural homes and barns. In the winters they 
would supplement their income by working in bush 
camps. 

At age 12, Stanley went partridge and rabbit 
shooting with his father to supplement the family 
food supply; at age 18, he started big game hunting 
which he did until age 65. This included deer, moose 
and bear. Many times during the fall partridge 
season, city acquaintances would come out to the 
farm and they would accompany him to the bush for a 
day of partridge shooting. 

Stanley - hunting season, 1936. 
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Taxidermy was a favourite hobby of Stanley's
since completing his course in 1934, numerous 
specimens of his work are still to be found locally and 
in many parts of Canada and the U.S.A., including 
Vancouver, Toronto, Toledo, Ohio and Springfield, 
Mass. Another favourite pastime was being a member 
of the local baseball team and he played ball for 16 
years. He was also a local barber for about 20 years 
as in those days barbers were not too common. He 
provided this service free to family, friends and 
neighbours. 

In 1958 Stanley took up employment on a part 
time basis at the Shell Oil Refinery in St. Boniface and 
retired from this work in 1978. 

In 1948 Stanley married Bernice Szajowski, 
daughter of Peter and Mary Szajowski. Bernice was 
born in Beausejour in 1919 where she grew up, 
youngest daughter in a family of three sisters and one 
brother: Carrie (MacLean), Leo, Jean (Jurkiewicz) and 
Julia (Wielgosh). She attended elementary and high 
school in Beausejour. In 1936 she was employed by 
the law firm of Drache & Matlin until June of 1948. 

Stanley and Bernice took up residence in Lady
wood in 1948 where they belonged to St. Peter and 
Paul Roman Catholic Church. Here they worked and 
farmed and brought up their family of three children: 
Valerie, Bernard and Angela. 

Family of Stanley E. Shumilak (1980). Left to right: Angela, 
Valerie, Bernard, Stanley, Bernice (seated). 

Valerie attended elementary school in Lady
wood and high school in Beausejour where she 
graduated in a Commercial Course. She was a 
member of the Ladywood 4-H Garden Club for a 
number of years. She was employed as a teller by the 

":" 



Royal Bank in Beausejour and she married Ronald 
Galay in 1968. They have two children, Josephine 
and Stewart. Valerie is now employed as a legal 
secretary by the law firm of Middleton, Boni and 
Hawranik. 

Bernard attended elementary school in Lady
wood, high school in Beausejour and graduated as a 
Dean's Honour List member from the University of 
Manitoba in 1974 with a B.Sc. degree in Civil En
gineering. He is now employed by Manitoba Hydro, 
main office, Winnipeg, as a Hydrologist. 

Angela also attended elementary school in 
Ladywood, high school in Beausejour and School of 
Nursing at the Health Sciences Centre in Winnipeg 
where she graduated as a Registered Nurse in 1975 
with an award in general proficiency. She is now 
employed at the Health Sciences Centre Emergency 
Ward. 

Both Bernard and Angela belonged to the 

The Shumilak family in 1950 c. 
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Beausejour-Pine Falls Band for a number of years and 
took part in many concerts as well as parades during 
Canada's Centennial year in 1967 and Manitoba's 
Centennial in 1970. They also had the honour of 
playing for the Queen during her visit to Sherwood 
Forest Camp in 1970. 

In 1962 Bernice returned to work as a legal 
secretary for the firm of Weselak & Middleton, later 
Middleton & Dattani, and retired in 1978. Her hobbies 
are gardening, needlework and ceramics. 

Stanley and Bernice still live on the family farm 
near Ladywood, while Bernard commutes to work in 
Winnipeg. They now enjoy semi-retirement, still 
keeping busy with the farm, stock, gardening, etc. and 
the freedom and privacy as only anyone living in the 
country can appreciate; remembering happy mem
ories of the past and looking to the future with hope 
and confidence. 

By: Bernice Shumilak. 



Paul Shumilak Family History 

Paul Shumilak and his wife, Agnes (Zuchoska), 
emigrated to Canada from Narol, Poland in 1900. 
Seven children came with them, namely: John, 
Stanley, Frank, Anton, Elizabeth, Mary and Caroline. 
One son, Andrzej, and his wife, Julia, remained in 
Poland. They had six children. 

John and his wife, Elizabeth, farmed in the 
Brokenhead area, later moving to Cloverleaf. They 
had six children. Helen married Louis Vogel and they 
farmed south of Beausejour. They are now retired and 
live in Beausejour. Victoria married Jack Tolosko and 
lives in Los Angeles, California. Bill married Mary 
Gurska. John married Helen Kochanoski and now 
lives in Ocala, Florida. Carl is married and lives in 
Toronto. Betty married Henry Seredynski and lives in 
East Kildonan. 

Stanley and his wife, Pauline, farmed in Broken
head all of their lives. They had eight children. Mary 
was born in 1900 and married Wasyl Chryplywy and 
they farmed one-quarter mile from the home place. 
After her husband passed away she moved with her 
son, Wally,. to the former Henry Keilback farm. Wally 
married Mary Newhall and they live in Winnipeg. 
Son, Steve, now lives in Beausejour. He married the 
former Elsie Hutniak and they have two children. 

Gladys married Carl Keilbach and was widowed 
after eight years. Three years ·later she married 
Stanley Schultz who drove a cream truck. Later they 
moved to Beausejour and opened a barber shop. 
Stanley was known as "Doc Schultz". They retired in 
Winnipeg and lived near their only daughter, Mary 
Jean, who married Lawrence Kozier; they had six 
children. 

Cecilia married Peter Benzik. They farmed in 
Brokenhead until they retired to Beausejour about 10 
years ago. 

Victoria married Anton Kozier. They farmed at 
Ladywood and later moved to Winnipeg where Anton 
trained as a barber. They retired to British Columbia. 
They had two daughters: Fern married Bruce Penny
cook and Alicia married Harry Cooke. Alicia and 
Harry have three children. They all reside in Rich
mond, B.C. 

Stanley married Bernice Szajowski and they 
have lived and farmed at Ladywood since 1948. 
Stanley was employed at Shell Oil, St. Boniface, for 
many years while still farming. They had three 
children: Valerie who married Ronald Galay; Bernard 
who is now a Civil Engineer; and Angela who is a 
Registered Nurse. 

Kazmir lived and farmed on the home farm 
most of his life and during this time he also did very 
satisfactory veterinary work. He retired to Beausejour 
in 1977 and married Carol Witko. He now lives in 
Beausejour with his present wife, Jean (formerly 
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Hladki). 
Caroline married William Golembioski and they 

farmed in the Glenfields area. They had four children 
and one adopted son. After her husband's death in 
1975, Caroline took up residence in St. Andrews with 
her youngest daughter, Sylvia, and her husband, 
Lloyd Mazur, and two grandchildren. Harold died in 
infancy. Virginia married Bernard Marish and they 
live in Brokenhead. They have five children. Wilfred 

. lives in Ste. Anne. He has two children. Larry lives in 
Winnipeg. 

Helen married Edward Shumilak and they farm 
in Cloverleaf. They had three children: Nelson; 
Charlotte married Arthur Kowalchuk and they have 
one daughter; and Grace married Ian Rosser and is 
now living in Edmonton. Helen now works at the King 
Edward Hospital in Winnipeg. 

Frank married Katherine Niedzwiecki in Canada. 
They farmed in Brokenhead for a while and then 
moved to Cloverleaf. They had eight children: 

. Bernard now residing in East Dundee, Ill.; Stanley and 
Anton, still farming in Cloverleaf; Frank died in early 
manhood; Edward and wife Helen farm in Cloverleaf; 
Jack, Mary Winzinowich and Helen Niemchuk reside 
in Winnipeg. 

Anton married Katherine Szajewski in Canada. 
They farmed in the Mayfield district then moved to 
the Tyndall-Garson area. They had twelve children: 
Paul and wife Nettie from north of Garson; Anton and 
wife Sophie farm in the Garson area - Anton was also 
a Councillor for the R.M. of Brokenhead for many 

.years; Joseph and wife Pat farm the home place and 
Stanley resides with them; Agnes married Joseph 
Richlicki and lives in Los Angeles; Kay Komadowski 
lives near her brother's farms; Bert and wife Steffie 
farm in the same area; Carol Derraugh lives in 
Winnipeg; Bernice Forest and Angela Cashman live in 
Toronto; and Mary Ross and Rose Rousseau live in 
Sault Ste. Marie. 

Julia married Joseph Pirozek in Poland and 
came to Canada in 1899. They farmed in Brokenhead. 
Later they settled in Beausejour where they farmed 
for the rest of their lives. Their home is still standing 
on Elmdale Street and Ashton Avenue. They had four 
children. Frank married Anne Pfeifer and they farmed 
in the Beausejour area. Frank later retired to British 
Columbia. Gladys married Joseph Widecki and they 
farmed in Beausejour and later moved to British 
Columbia until their deaths. Ludwig married Mary 
Nowolski and they farmed in Beausejour until his 
death. His widow still lives in Beausejour. Bernard 
lived at home and died in his teens. 

Elizabeth married Michael Czastkiewicz. They 
farmed in Brokenhead and later moved to the Beause
jour area, now the home place of George and Bertha 



Schreyer. They had six children: Frances (Sabatowski) 
Naurocki; Max and wife Adele; Michael and wife 
Caroline - Caroline lives with daughter and son-in
law George Schreyer; Bernard; Bill; and Wanda, 
widow of Paul Komadowski. Wanda now resides in 
Beausejour. 

Josephine married Peter Gmitrowski in Poland 
and they had four children. John farmed in 
Beausejour - his son now lives on the home place. 
Mary married Max W olanchuk and later moved to st. 
Paul, Minn. Jadwisia married Albert Kozloski and 
moved to Saskatchewan. Stanley farmed in the 
Beausejour-Cloverleaf area. After Josephine died, 
Peter married Josephine's sister, Mary, and they came 
to Canada in 1900 with his four children. Six children 
were born of the second marriage - Joseph who 
farmed on the home place; Elsie Tepilo moved to st. 
Paul, Minn.; Regina who died at age 14; Carrie 

Dolenuck lives in Tyndall; Jean Sinclair resided near 
Tyndall; and Helen McKay lives in Tyndall and is the 
organist in two churches. 

Caroline married Leon Dobrucki. They em
igrated to Brightstone in the early 1900's where they 
homesteaded. Their son, Edward, still lives on the 
home farm. They had 12 children: Walter; Vera Hem; 
Kazmierza Liss of Winnipeg; Helen Bruno; Gladys 
Wojchiechowski of Lac du Bonnet; Wanda; Joseph; 
Edward; Marion; Bernice Bruno of Lac du Bonnet; 
Eleanor; and Carl and wife Maria of Landerville. 

We are most grateful to our grandparents for 
emigrating to Canada with most of their children to 
settle in this great country of ours, especially in and 
around Beausejour where this wonderful book is 
being printed which will be an inspiration for future 
generations. 

By: Bernice Shumilak. 

Paul Shumilak and wife Agnes, son Anton, and nieceJudwiga. 
Taken in Canada in 1904 at Ladywood. 
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William Golembioski Family History 

William Golembioski, son of Michael and Anna 
(Stupak), was born in 1901 in the Rural Municipality 
of Brokenhead on the west bank of the Brokenhead 
River, later moving across the river to the east side 
where the family house still stands. Here 12 children 
were raised (seven more died in early childhood): 
George, Mary, John, Cecilia, William, Beatrice, Carrie, 
Katie and Jessie (twins), Henry, Jean and Anne. 

William (Bill) farmed along with his parents. He 
later obtained employment at Ford's in Detroit, Michigan, 
for three years. 

In 1935 he married Caroline Shumilak, daughter 
of Stanley and Paulina (Bratkiewicz). They resided 
and farmed one-half mile south of Rattray School for 
over 30 years. 

Besides farming, Bill also constructed bridges. 
His first bridge was built in 1939 at Green Oak. This 
bridge still stands. He later built the Green Bay 
bridge and many others where his wife worked with 
him. After his retirement from farming, he helped 
construct a wharf at Ames, Manitoba. 

Bill was an active member of the community, 
serving on the Rattray School Board as Secretary for 
25 years and as President and Recording Secretary of 
st. Joseph's Polish National Catholic Church in 
Beausejour. Bill and Caroline were also active 
members of the Brokenhead Agricultural Society for 
many years, serving on various committees, with 
Bill serving as President for two years. Caroline was 
a 4-H leader for 15 years and also served on the 
Beausejour Hospital Board. 

After many years of working alongside her 
husband both in farming and construction, Caroline 
went to work at the sewing factory in Beausejour,later 
taking employment as a cook at the Gateway Restaurant 
for two years. She then started her own catering 
service under the name of Caroline's Country Style 
Catering. Caroline's hobby is cake decorating. In 
1967 she had the honour to bake and decorate 
Beausejour's Centennial cake which weighed 500 
pounds. She still decorates wedding cakes. 

Bill and Caroline had five children: Harold, 
Virginia, Wilfred, Sylvia and Larry, whom they adopted 
at the age of eight years. 

Harold was born in Winnipeg in 1937 and died 
as an infant the same year. 

Virginia was born in Ladywood in 1938. She 
finished school in Beausejour, taught school in 
Malonton, Manitoba for one year and worked at the 
Royal Bank in Beausejour. She married Bernard 
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Marish in 1958. Bernie and Virginia operate a large 
farm in Brokenhead with the help of their children. 
Besides farming, Bernie works as a Heavy Duty 
Mechanic in the woods garage of Abitibi Mills in Pine 
Falls. They have five children: David, Ronald, Karen, 
Patricia and Susan. 

Wilfred was born in Beausejour in 1942. He 
finished school in Beausejour, worked in Winnipeg 
for one year, and then joined the R.C.A.F. for five 
years. Wilfred took his course in accounting at Camp 
Borden, Ontario. He was also stationed at St. Jean, 
Quebec and Gimli, Manitoba. He married Bonnie Cyr 
in 1964 and they have two children, Jim and Lori. 
Wilfred is now divorced and works for Ontario Air 
Lines in Gimli. 

Sylvia was born in st. Boniface in 1945. After 
completing school in Beausejour, she went to Success 
Business College in Winnipeg. After completing her 
college course, Sylvia found employment with Fred 
Martin Agencies Sporting Goods in Winnipeg where 
she has been employed for the last 17 years. Sylvia 
married Lloyd Mazur of Ladywood in 1965. They 
have two children, Kevin and Kimberley. Lloyd has 
been employed at Fleming Pedlar Refrigeration for 
the past 17 years and is now Office Service Manager. 

Bill died in 1975. Since that time, Caroline sold 
the farm to her grandsons, David and Ronald Mariash. 
Caroline moved to St. Andrews where she now lives 
with her daughter, Sylvia, and son-in-law, Lloyd 
Mazur, where she is known by all as "Babci". 

By: Bernice Shumilak. 

Family of William Golembioski. Left to right: Sylvia, Wilfred, 
Caroline, William, Virginia and Larry (1958). 



Anthony B. Bonner Family History 

Tony Bonner, as he is popularly known, was 
born on January IS, 1913 and received his high 
school education at Beausejour. He left school at the 
height of the Depression. Work was scarce and he got 
his first job in a newly opened bakery on Park Avenue 
as delivery boy at $10.00 per month. 

After several years, Tony quit the job and tried 
harvesting in Saskatchewan, travelling in the accepted 
manner of the time by box car, or the "Side Door 
Pullman" as they were called. When harvesting was 
over, he, along with some friends from Beausejour, 
went to Northern Ontario to work in the highway 
camps at a similar salary of $10.00 per month and 
board. In order to supplement his income, Tony was 
correspondent for the Toronto Star, and the Winnipeg 
Tribune and Free Press. He also took photos of camp 
life and scenery which he developed and sold to 
newspapers as well as men in the camp. 

The camps closed in the fall of the following 
year and Tony returned to Beausejour and started a 
photo finishing business which was conducted locally 
and by mail. It was called the Standard Photo 
Company and was operated from the home of his 
grandparents, Thomas and Julianna Kuchcicki, on 
the corner of Third and Oak where the Bonners now 
reside. 

in June of 1940, Tony married the former Alma 
Drewlo of Beausejour. They have two children, a son 
Lloyd and daughter Susan. Alma assisted in the 
photography work and they acquired a small press to 
print envelopes and price lists for the photo business 
and this resulted in doing printing for local church 
groups and business men of the community and 

eventually developed into the printing business the 
Bonners now operate. 

At the outbread of the Second World War, 
photographic materials began to get scarce and Tony 
took a job with the Rural Municipality of Brokenhead 
as assistant secretary-treasurer. He later served with 
the Royal Canadian Ordinance Corps as clerk and was 
stationed at Kingston, Ontario and St Jerome, Quebec. 
On his discharge in September, 1945, he returned to 
his work with the R. M. of Brokenhead. He also 
became Secretary of the Beausejour Chamber of 
Commerce and held that position for over twenty 
years. It was also at this time that he was appointed 
Clerk of the County Court of Beausejour, which he 
held for 14 years, until the court was moved to 
Winnipeg. 

In the years following the war, the community 
was involved in the building of the Beausejour
Brokenhead Memorial Arena and Tony was secretary
treasurer of the annual Winter Carnivals conducted 
to raise money for this project which were conducted 
by the Chamber of Commerce and later by the Lions 
Club of Beausejour. He was also active in Winter 
Farewell celebrations. 

Early in 1968, Tony was appointed as Returning 
Officer for the Federal Constituency of Provencher, 
and his wife, Alma, was appointed Election Clerk in 
1972 - positions they still hold in addition to 
operating their printing business. The printing bus
iness is now for sale and when it is sold, will come an 
end to an era of the Standard Press under the 
ownership of the Bonners for over four decades. 

Seated: Alma and Tony Bonner. Standing: Susan and Lloyd. 
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Smith Family History 

George and Amelia came to Canada at an early 
age. George, born in 1883, came with his parents, four 
brothers and a sister from Lithuania in 1895. 

Amelia was born in 1900 in Sallasha, Russia and 
came to Canada with her parents, Peter and Wilhelmina 
(nee Roloff) and two brothers in 1905. 

George and Amelia were married in 1918 and 
settled on a homestead. There they cut cordwood and 
hauled it to the railroad in Molson. In 1926 they 
bought land in Lydiatt. George passed away in 1950. 
Five children were born to them at the homestead. 
They were: Daisy, Molly, Bertha, Eva and Marten 
(Fritz). Daisy and Molly died in infancy. Three more 
were born in Lydiatt. They were: George, Arthur and 
Albert. Bertha married William Schneider of Rhein, 
Saskatchewan and they live in Tonkin, Saskatchewan. 
Eva married Don Robson of St. Ouens. They have two 
children, June and Bruce. Don passed away in 1972. 

Eva has since remarried. She is now Mrs. Don Lowry. 
They live in Winnipeg. Marten also lives in Winnipeg. 
He is married to Olga Pohle from Lake Alma, Sask
atchewan. They have four children: Gerald, Iris, Lois 
and Audra and three grandchildren. George married 
Erika Meyer of Lydiatt. They live on the home farm. 
Arthur married Mary Belevety from Lac du Bonnet. 
They live in Vancouver. They have two daughters, 
Arleigh and Barbara and three grandchildren. Albert 
lives in Dryden and is married to Madeline Slota from 
Oak Bank. They have three sons, Andrew, Russel and 
Edward. 

Amelia's home is with her daughter, Eva, in 
Winnipeg. At the age of 81 years she spends much of 
her time visiting her children in four different prOvinces. 
To date she had six great grandchildren. 

George, Eva, Arthur, Amelia~ Albert! Bertha, Martin. 
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William Krawchuk Family History 

My grandparents, William and Annie Kraw
chuk arrived in Canada with five small children in 
1900. They had come from Galicia, in the 
southeastern part of Ukraine. Grandfather was of 
Ruthenian (Ukrainian) origin, and was born in 1860. 
Grandmother, whose maiden name was Annie 
Bernadin, was Polish, and was born in 1864. 

Upon arrival in Manitoba, they settled on N .E. 
Sec. 1-15-7E, which is still held in the family name, 
as it was subsequently willed to my brother, Paul. 
Four more children were born in Manitoba. Nick 
was born in 1901, and John in 1908. Two others died 
in infancy and are buried along the Brokenhead 
River bank on the originalBillTrappfarm,onSec. 7-
15-8E. 

Their oldest child was Mary, who married 
Wm. Bychuk. They settled at first in Fisher Branch, 
where they farmed, and where their 10 children 
were born. 

The second daughter, Teenie married Wm. 
Bullock, and they farmed all their lives just two 
miles outside of Portage La Prairie, where they 
raised their 10 children. 

The youngest daughter, Nellie, married Tony 
Smith and they lived in the City of Portage Lil Prairie 
and raised three children. 

My father, Paul, was the oldest of the sons. He 
married Mary Klym, and they settled on Sec. 6-15-
8E, which my father and his brothers had purchased 
from the John Acaster family. I can remember my 
parents showing me the spot in our farmyard where 
the original Brokenhead School had be~n located in 
1887. My parents had five children, of whom I am 
the oldest. My husband, Peter Kozyra, and I have 
three children. Michele is now Mrs. Robert Day, 
and she and Bob have two children, Darren and 
Heather. Maureen is married to Dan Day, (Bob's 
brother) and they live in Winnipeg. 

Our son David, is married to Connie 
Thomson, daughter of Ruth and Robert Thomson, 
of Stead. They live in Winnipeg where David is a 
draftsman, employed with Shell Oil Co. 

My sister Evelyn married John Wallenborn. 
They have no children and presently live in Tooele, 
Utah. 

Paul (Jr.) is married to Connie Bosak, daughter 
of Mike and Jessie Bosak, and they live on the family 
farm at Sec. 6-15-8E. They have four children. 
Robert, the oldest, works for Palliser Furniture in 
Winnipeg; Blaine is taking Chef's training and 
working in Selkirk at the Lord Selkirk Hotel; Brenda 
and Trevor both attend Edward Schreyer School in 
Beausejour. Paul has been employed with the R.M. 
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Brokenhead, as an equipment operator since 1974. 
Beverly, the youngest of the girls, married 

Douglas Brady, and they have four children; Lyle, 
Lori, Lyndon, and Lonnie-Paul. They live in Carlyle, 
Saska tchewan. 

Douglas, born in 1950, was the youngest in the 
family and he died of cancer in 1959. My father died 
in 1965, of injuries sustained in a farm accident. 

Next in the Wm. Krawchuk family was Henry, 
who married Laura Trombo. They lived on the 
original homestead on Sec. 1-15-7E, and subse
quently lived in Vancouver and Beausejour. They 
had no children. Laura died in 1963, and Henry died 
four years later, willing the originalfarmstead to his 
nephew Paul. 

Nicholas Krawchuk, who was born in 1901, 
married Katherine Pidwinski, and they lived on the 
old Pidwinski homestead in Brokenhead, where 
they raised five children. Mildred, now Mrs. John 
Brent of Saskatoon, Alice who married Norman 
Kalika, and they are presently residing in Indonesia, 
Lawrence and his wife Joyce live in Vancouver, 
Shirley and husband Bill Culbraith live in Florida, 
and Doreen, who married John Zachar, of 
Beausejour. Nicholas died in 1961, at the age of 61 
years. 

The youngest of my grandparents' children 
was John, born in 1908.John had contracted typhoid 
fever when he was four years old, and as a 
consequence, suffered total loss of hearing. He 
entered the School for the Deaf in Winnipeg, in 
1918, and spent the next 10 years there. John 
adapted to his handicap so completely that he has 
lead a very normal life and has been a source of 
inspiration and has set a marvelous example for all 
of us. His wife, Anne is also totally deaf, and 
together they have raised two children, Gloria 
(Denning) and Gordon. They have one grandson, 
Trevor Denning, who has brought them much joy. 
John and Anne farmed for a time after their 
marriage, in the Dencross area, then they moved to 
Charleswood in 1953 where they are still residing. 
John worked as a labourer from the time they 
moved to Winnipeg until April, 1980, when, at the 
age of 72, he was forced to retire because of ill 
health. 

I never knew my grandfather, who died in 
1926, seven years before I was born, but I do have 
fond memories of my grandmother who lived with 
my parents until her death in 1957, at the age of 93 
years. 

- by E. Kozyra 

, 
, . 



From left to right: MutraPaseluko, Mary Krawchuk (sister-in
law to Wm.and Annie Krawchuk, Katherine Pasesnik (a 

John, the youngest in the Wm.Krawchuk family, with his wife 
Anne, and their daughter, Gloria. Taken in 1979. 
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neighbour), and Annie and William Krawchuk. 

Left to right: Back row Robert and Blaine; Front row Trevor, 
Paul, Connie and Brenda. 

" 



Wilhelm Selch Family History 

Wilhelm Selch was the son of August and 
Amalie Selch, nee Weise. Wilhelm was born on 
September 9, 1901. He married Alvine Litke, 
daughter of Emil and Julianna Litke, nee Appel, of 
Green Bay. They were blessed with five children; 
Elizabeth (Betty), Fredrick (died in early childhood), 
Lily, Dorothy, and Evangeline (Vangie). 

Wilhelm Selch took over the Green Bay 
homestead from his father August Selch, section 
16-13-8E, when he married Alvine Litke on June 13, 
1922. They were married in the Zion Lutheran 
Church in Beausejour by Pastor Buechner. 

Betty was born on September 6, 1923. She 
married Fred Martin, born on August 4,1921, the 
son of Henry and Seraphine Martin, nee Zirk, of 
Beausejour. Fred and Betty were married in Zion 
Lutheran Church in Winnipeg on October 2,1943 
by Pastor W.E. Riekert. They settled in Beausejour 
and were blessed with four children: Jean, Terry, 
Debra, and Kathy. Jean married Wayne Erickson of 
Tyndall, Terry married Carol Boyko of Beausejour, 
Debra married Brian Schewe of Green Bay, and 
Kathy resides at home. Betty and Fred have five 
grandchildren: Joyce, Brenda, and Kelly Erickson, 
Shelly Martin, and Kyle Schewe. 

Lily was born on June 27, 1927. She married 
Daniel Rosentreter, born on November 12, 1920, 
the son of Herman and Pauline Rosentreter, nee 
Doring, of Cloverleaf. (See Rosentreter, Herman). 

Dorothy was born on July 16, 1931. She 
married Reinhold (Roy) Sachvie, born on December 
9,1926, the son of Reinhold and Emilie Sachvie, nee 
Fruend. Roy and Dorothy were married in the St. 
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Pauls Lutheran Church in Green Bay by Pastor H. 
Moertelmeyer. They are residing in Beausejour. 
Roy and Dorothy were blessed with three children: 
Caroline, who married Wayne Vogen of Selkirk; 
Kenneth and Beverley. Roy and Dorothy have four 
grandchildren: Donna, Kimberley, and twins, 
Candace and Linda Vogen. 

Evangeline (Vangie) was born on May 4,1941. 
She married Martin Okolita, who was born on 
October 23, 1933, the son of Joseph and Katherine 
Okolita, nee Chmil, of Beausejour. Martin and 
Vangie were married on June 24, 1961 in the St. 
Paul's Lutheran Church in Green Bay by Rev. 
Green of Lac du Bonnet, as Green Bay was 
temporarily without a minister. Martin and Vangie 
are residing in Green Bay. They were blessed with 
three children: Constance, Tamara, and Dennis. 

Wilhelm and Alvine Selch were mostly 
engaged in mixed farming. Besides farming, 
Wilhelm also worked for the Rural Municipality of 
Brokenhead as an operator of a pull-type road 
grader and later he owned and operated a well 
drilling machine with his brother-in-law, Emil 
Litke. Wilhelm recalls those winters when he used 
to pick up cream in cans from the farmers in Green 
Bay, and hauled them to the Beausejour Creamery 
in Beausejour. For this purpose a horse-drawn 
caboose, mounted on a sleigh, was used. 

Wilhelm and Alvine Selch officially retired 
from farming in 1977 when their daughter Vangie 
and son-in-law Martin took the farm over. Wilhelm 
and Alvine continue to reside on the same yard and 
in the same house that they built in 1946. 



Yarmish Family History 

Mr. and Mrs. John Yarmish were Ukrainian 
immigrants from Suchowala, Brody, in the 
Austrian province of Galicia. They came to Canada 
in 1907, along with their Galicia-born children: 
Stephen, Jennie, Michael and Annie. They 
purchased a home on the west side of Beausejour, 
and had five more children: Mary, Joe, William, and 
twin girls called Olga and Lettie. The Yarmish 
family moved to the Ukrainian Catholic Holy Ghost 
Parish in Beausejour. They probably chose 
Beausejour as their Canadian home because the 
Beausejour area had many other Ukrainian families 
from the Brody district of the Galician Ukraine. 

Stephen Yarmish, the oldest child, was born in 
Brody, Galicia on August 5, 1896. He was therefore 
about 11 years old when his family moved to 
Canada. Stephen attended school in Beausejour. He 
enlisted in the Canadian Army Expeditionary Force 
and served in France during the approximate period 
of WWl (1914 - 1918). He was with the 107th 
Battalion in France and Belgium. 

While in England or France, he received a 
special medal from the Beausejour-Brokenhead 
district for his service in the war. Apparently this 
medal was presented to all men from the 
Beausejour-Brokenhead district during the pe
riod 1914-1918. This medal somehow strayed 
from his possession, and ended up in an antique 
shop in Sheffield, England in 1981. (See 
accompanying story in box). 

Also, while in France, Stephen met his future 
wife, a young lady called Simonne Maria Septans. 

Simone was born in the "Seine Department" 
near Paris, France on October 3, 1903. She probably 
met Stephen Yarmish in 1918, when she was about 
15 years old. Perhaps Stephen and her parents 
thought she was too young to marry. In any event, 
Stephen went back to Canada alone immediately 
after the war. He was discharged from the Army in 
Winnipeg in March, 1919. 

Stephen returned to France and married 
Simonne Septans on March 25,1922. She was then 
about 19 years old, and Stephen was about 26. 
Following their marriage, Stephen and Simonne 
travelled to Canada, where Stephen obtained 
employment as a railway dining car chef on the 
railway between Winnipeg and Vancouver. The 
whole Yarmish family moved to the Vancouver area 
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of British Columbia in 1922. Their connections with 
the Beausejour area ceased at that time. 

On September, 1981, the editor of this book, 
Michael Czuboka received a letter from a Martyn 
Coombs of Sheffield, England, requesting informa
tion about Stephen Yarmish and his medal (see box). 
The editor replied in a letter that was sent to Mr. 
Coombs in September IS, 1981 (see box). Further 
information was then obtained from Bill Horodyski 
and Marcelle Yarmish. The story continues as 
follows: 

Stephen Yarmish died in 1956 at the age of 
about 60 years. His wife Simonne died in 1968 atthe 
approximate age of 65. Stephen and Simonnewere 
predeceased by their daughter Audrey, who died at 
an early age in the 1920's. They were survived by 
one son, Sidney, who was born in 1924 and who died 
in the early 1970's. Sidney left three children, one of 
whom was Marcelle Yarmish, now living in the 
Vancouver, B.C. area. 

- by Michael Czuboka 

This photograph of Stephen and Simone Maria Yarmish was 
taken in British Columbia in 1940 when Stephen was 44 years 
old and his wife was 37. The caption on the back of the original 
photograph read "Moi et mon Marl' which means "me and my 
husband" in French. 



h~~ _______ ___ ~~_-'_~_ ~--------- ------'----,. ~------ ----- --- --.---.------~--- - -----~----~----,-------

Dear Sir, 
I found a small medallion, issued I 

believe to returning troops at the end of 
World War I, by your town in Canada. I 
found it in a little antique shop in 
Sheffield. 

I have discovered the recipient was a 
chap called: S. Yarmish, who was I believe 
a Private in the 107th Canadian Infantry. 

The reason for the letter is simple. 
Can you tell me anything more about 
man or medal, ego the man's name, 
address, birthplace, date, education, 
profession, was he a survivor, any 
photographs, etc., etc., and medal- who 
designed it, who decided to do it, who 
paid, who decided who qualified to 
receive it, etc., etc.! 

A pretty tall order!?! Sorry. Perhaps 

Mr. Martyn P. Coombs, 
111 Peveny Road, 
Sheffield, England 
SlL 7AQ 
Re: S. Yarmish: 
Dear Mr. Coombs: 

I have received your letter post
marked at some time in September, 1981, 
and shall try to answer your questions to 
the best of my knowledge. 

Bill Horodyski, the Chairman of our 
History Committee, has advised me that 
Stephen Yarmish was the son of 
immigrant Ukrainian parents who came 
to Canada at the turn of the century. 

John Yarmish, Stephen's father, 
was a plasterer and bricklayer. He also 
pulled teeth on the side as a kind of non
professional dentist! John and Mary 
Yarmish had nine children: Bill, Stephen, 
Michael, one other son; and daughters 
Jennie, Annie, Mary, Lettie and Olga. 
They were members of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Beausejour. 

Bill Horodyski remembers that 
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September, 1981 
111 Peveny Road Sheffield, England 

if you cannot help me you could push this 
epistle onto someone who has more 
knowledge; a local historian, or librarian, 
or records office. I would willingly pay for 
any photocopy charges incurred. 

I take this opportunity to thank you 
in advance for your help and to apologize 
for any inconvenience caused. I would 
normally, in a letter of this sort enclose a 
self addressed envelope, but I bought the 
enclosed at a local stamp stop - are they 
still valid? I do hope so. Again, many 
thanks for your help. I am really looking 
forward to your reply. 
Grateful thanks and warmest 
best wishes, 
Martyn P. Coombs 

September IS, 1981 

Jennie Yarmish was a very tall, attractive, 
flaxen-haired lady. She married Peter 
Cewe, and they moved to British 
Columbia. 

Stephen Yarmish, one of the four 
sons, went to France with the Canadian 
Army, and eventually married a French 
lady. He apparently learned to speak 
French quite fluently. He survived W.W. 
1 and moved to Richmond, British 
Columbia in the early 1920's. Other 
members of the family also moved to B. C. 

I telephoned the Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Directory assistance on Sep
tember IS, 1981 and asked for a number 
for"S. Yarmish". I was given 1-604-277-
8196, and upon telephoning this number, 
spoke to a young lady called "Marcelle 
Yarmish." Marcelle told me that her 



parents were both deceased, and that she 
had a vague recollection about her 
grandfather coming from Manitoba. She 
also felt tha t she was of Ukrainian origin. 
Marcelle may be contacted at the 
following address: 
Marcelle Yarmish, 
9000 Railway Avenue, 
Richmond, British Columbia 
Canada V7E 2B5 

Our community is presently writing 
a history of this area, and we are 
therefore extremely interested in the 
story of this medallion. I am sending a 
copy of this letter to Marcelle Yarmish, 

Dear Mr. Czuboka: 

Please forgive my apparent rude
ness on taking so long to reply to your 
terrific letter. I am, by trade, a merchant 
seaman and have been away from home 
since early September - your letter was 
waiting for me when I finally got home on 
the 9th. I only hope I am on time, because 
rather than sending you a photography, I 
am enclosing the three medals awarded 
to Stephen Yarmish. 

I have to pinch myself to realize 
what is happening - your response and 
the enormous cooperation is so astound
ing! I have been collecting medals since I 
was a mere button - over 25 years and it 
is only in the last 15 months or so that 
prices have risen so dramatically that I 
have concentrated on the story behind 
the medals - but I have never had a letter 
so packed with information and contacts 
like yours!!! Can you give me any 
information at all about why the medal 
was given, how many who received 
them, is there a roll of honour, etc. etc. 
etc.!! 
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and respectfully request that she write to 
me with whatever further family inform
ation that shemayhave. In any event, you 
can be sure that this story will be 
published in our book! 

I would also like to hear from you 
again, Mr. Coombs, and would be 
particularly grateful for a photograph of 
your medallion. 

I shall look forward to hearing from 
both of you, at your earliest convenience, 
inasmuch as our book is in the printing 
stage. 
Sincerely yours, 
M.P. Czuboka 

111 Peveril Road, 
Sheffield, England. 

December 12,1981 

Its cold and snowy in England, but I 
bet from experience it is a darn sight 
colder in Manitoba. 

I close by wishing you every success 
with your book project andl would love to 
purchase a copy!! Perhaps you would like 
to display these medals for a time -
please feel free to hold them for as long as 
you need them. I am pleased and proud to 
own them and would be overjoyed if my 
collection will give other people some 
pleasure. Who knows: perhaps it may 
generate enthusiasm among some young 
people to start collecting. 

Again, many, many thanks for your 
kind help - I will certainly contact 
Marcelle, next time I am in Vancouver -
may my company send me on a ship that 
calls there!! 

Very, very best wishes to you and all 
the Beausejour-Brokenhead area for 
Christmas and the New Year. 

Martyn Coombs 



M osquin Family History 

William Mosquin was borninPomirciBuczacz, 
Ukraine and came to Canada in 1904 with his 
parents, Iwan (1861-1924) and Maria (1865-1939), 
nee Pawliuk) Moskwyn. Arriving with them were 
daughters: Anna, Paraska, and Ella, (born on the 
ship). They first stayed with friends by the name of 
Wilkie (Wowk). During the same summer they 
bought 80 acres (south half of NW quarter 35, 14, 7) 
from Mr. Strogush for 300 dollars. 

Maria Mosquin (Pawliuk) 76 years old (1864-June 1940). 

It is probable that a log house already existed 
when John Moskwyn moved there in 1904. Mr. 
Strogush had cut many of the large trees and hauled 
them to Trouton's saw mill, which was later bought 
by a Mr. Yadlowski, near the present site of the 
Brokenhead School. In winter cord wood was cut 
and hauled with oxen to Beausejour to buy flour, 
salt, kerosene, corn meal, buckwheat, syrup and tea. 
It was 12 miles to Beausejour so they were back 
home after nightfall. In summer, William Mosquin 
went harvesting in southern Manitoba orout West. 
In the summer of 1916 he worked on railroad 
construction in Trail, B.C. This money was all used 
for buying machinery and horses. 

By 1924 they had four horses, two colts, seven 
cows, and other domestic animals. They had a sulky 
plow, hay mower, sleigh, and harrows. A gang plow 
(two furrow) was bought in 1926. Sixty acres ofland 
had been cleared in 20 years of work. 

The oldest daughter, Annie, went to work in 
Winnipeg and married· Andrew Bosak. They 
returned and lived in a small log house near the 
Moskwyn's family house until Andrew Bosak built 
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John Moskwyn and his daughters Sadie and Ella (about 1920). 

his own house on the property he bought from 
Yakim Feschuk. 

Bill Mosquin remained on the farm. He 
married Nellie (Anastasia) Kushnir in 1924. 

Paraska married Steve Husak and lived for a 
while in Ladywood near his sister, Mrs. Widish. 

Ella married Dan Netrebiak and lived in 
Winnipeg. 

Sadie was born in 1906. She married Louis 
Vinet and lived in Winnipeg. 

Left to right: Back row Bill (father) and Nellie (mother); Middle 
row John, Mary and Emily; Front row Harry, Victoria, Daniel 
and Theodore. 



Bill Mosquin had seven children: Mary, was 
born in 1925, and later married Albert Molinski; 
John was born in 1926; Emily was born in 1928, and 
married George Kyrylo. She later married Don 
Kyle. Harry was born in 1930,andmarriedDorothy 
Champagne. He later remarried Lucy Kuysten. Dr. 
Ted Mosquin was born in 1932. He married Linda 
Lideen. Victoria was born in 1933, and married Dr. 
A. Olchowecki. Daniel was born in 1935, and 

married Elsie Chorney. 
Daniel resides on the family farm. He attended 

the University of Manitoba (1953 and 1955) and 
completed the Diploma Course in Agriculture. He 
married Elsie Chorney on August 12, 1961. They 
have five children: Geraldine, born in 1959; Vern, 
born in 1960; Lyndon, born in 1964; Darcy, born in 
1966; and Daniel Patrick, born in 1974. They also 
have one grandchild, Ryan Scott, born in 1979. 

A dolph and Natalie Schendel Family History 

My father, Adolph Schendel, who was born 
and raised in Russia in the Province of Volhynia, 
came to Canada on June 5, 1913. With him also on 
this journey came his parents, William and 
Augustina Schendel, one brother August, one aunt, 
Mrs. Otelia Lachman (who was a widow), and two 
nephews. 

The family settled in Friedensfeld, Manitoba. 
Dad and his parents rented a house from Fred 
Freund, and here they made their home for one 
year. 

In 1914 my Dad's parents bought a 160 acre (65 
hectare) farm, in Friedensfeld, Manitoba. Here the 
family was fortunate enough to obtain a two-room 
house which had wooden.floors. 

During the period 1914-20 many interesting 
things occurred. My Dad's aunt, Otelia Lachman 
(who was a widow) met Andrew Frederick (a 
widower with a family) in Steinbach,Manitoba. 
Shortly thereafter Otelia and Andrew got married 
and moved to Esk, Saskatchewan. My father, 
Adolph Schendel, got to know my mother (Natalie 
Frederick) through the marriage of the widowed 
aunt (Otelia Lachman) and the widower (Andrew 
Frederick). The meeting of my parents took place on 
a casual visit, which my grandparents and Dad took 
to Esk, Sask. It was during this visit that Mother and 
Dad got married, which was on January 6, 1920. 
After their marriage they took over the family farm 
in Friedensfeld. That very same year my 
grandparents, (William and Augustina Schendel) 
and Uncle August moved to Green Bay, Manitoba. 
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In 1924, Dad sold the farm in Friedensfeld and 
moved to Green Bay and lived there with his parents 
for two years. He then built his own home (at a 
corner) on the same farm. Since there was not 
sufficient income from the farm, Dad worked as a 
carpenter in The Pas and Flin Flon, Manitoba. 

In May, 1933, Dad bought a farm 160 acres (65 
hectares), (Section 9, Township IS, Range 8) in the 
Brokenhead area. My husband, Bill, and our family 
have made this our home since 1958. The barn on 
our farm was built by my Dad in 1940 and is still used 
for raising hogs. 

My father and mother raised a family of eight 
children: Alvina (married to Adolf Goritz) 
Winnipeg; Mary (married to Ron Schrimshaw), 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, U.S.A.; Emil (married to 
Tilly Klann), Winnipeg; Elsie (married to William 
Kintop), Brokenhead; Henry (married to Evelyn 
Fiebelkorn), Maple Ridge, B.C.; Harry (married to 
Jackie Waken), Winnipeg; Roy Schendel in 
Winnipeg; and Lillian (married to Bill Shpak) living 
in Winnipeg. There are 17 grandchildren. 

In closing, on behalf of my sisters and brothers, 
we wish to express our thanks concerning the 
guidance we have received from our parents. 
Mother and Dad saw to it that each member of the 
family received a Christian education. This will 
always be appreciated. 

Mother died on June 10, 1967 and Dad on May 
22,1971. Both parents are resting in the Greenwald 
cemetery. 

- by daughter Elsie (Mrs. Wm. Kintop) 



Klym Family History 

Lesko Klym (1842-1931) and his wife, Tekla 
(Lysak) (1871-1945), carne to Canada from a village 
near Brody, Ukraine, in the spring of 1905. With 
them carne five boys by Lesko's previous marriage: 
Harry, Martin, Onofrey, Henry and Mike. Agnes, 
Nick and Anna were children of the existing 
marriage. When they arrived in Brokenhead they 
stayed at Koziers. 

Lesko bought NE 35-14-7; 80 acres at $5.00 an 
acre. The bush was ex tremely thick. In order to clear 
the land the trees were chopped down and burned 
on a trail. One such fire got away and three straw 
thatched buildings were lost. They lost some 
livestock in the barn. Tekla managed to save three 
bags of flour by putting them on a cleared garden 
patch. It took a long time to replace the buildings, for 
the logs had to be hewn by hand. 

The first 10 acres were seeded by hand and the 
traditional over the shoulder apron. Later oxen 

Nick Klym. 
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were purchased and then horses. To earn extra 
money Lesko would cut cords all winter for $1.75 a 
cord. Lesko farmed until he retired. His son Nick and 
his wife Mary (Kandia) continued farming and 
raised a family of three: Edward, Leona and 
Lawrence. 

Lesko and Tekla's children were: Agnes, Nick, 
Mary, Sadie and Teenie. 

Agnes married Casmir Mazur. They had 11 
children: Annie, Bill, Joe, Ada, Mary, Minnie, Jean, 
Tilley, Bernice, Patsy and Victoria. 

Nick married Mary Kandia. 
Anna married George Kelly. They had one son, 

George (Jr). She was later remarried to Byron Welch. 
Mary married Paul Krawchuk. They had five 

children: Edna, Evelyn, Paul, Beverly and Douglas 
(who has since passed away). 

Sadie married Ron Howell. 
T eenie married Max Morton. 



Czastkiewicz Family History 

Maciej (Max) Czastiewicz was born in NaroI, 
Poland on February 24, 1981. He came to Canada by 
ship at the age of eight in 1900 with his father 
Michael Czastkiewicz and mother Elizabeth (nee 
Szumilak), his older sister Francis, and younger 
brother, Mike . Two other brothers Bob and Bill, and 
sister Wanda were born in the Brokenhead area. 

Max grew up in the Brokenhead district on a 40 
acre farm that his parents bought. Later, his family 
moved to a larger farm outside of Beausejour on 
Section SE 10-13-7E. Max worked at the Glass 
Factory in Beausejour until it closed. He married 
Adele Nawrocki on November 10, 1918. They 
settled on an 80 acre farm and started their new life 
together. 

Adele Nawrocki was born in Krolowka, Poland 
on November 15, 1901. She came to Canada by ship 
at the age of five with her mother Josephine 
Nawrocki (nee Michalowska). Her father John 
Nawrocki came to Canada . five years earlier and 
worked in the Beausejour Glass Factory to earn 
money to bring his wife and daughter to Canada. 
Her younger brother John was born in Beausejour 
in December of 1909 and died August 12, 1981. 
Adele, her parents and brother lived in a two room 
house where the Beausejour Clinic now stands. 
That same house was later moved and remodelled to 
what is now Jack's Kozy Korner Restaurant. Adele 
lived in Beausejour until the age of 14 when her 
father moved to the farm after the Glass Factory 
closed. 

Max and Adele Czastkiewicz farmed all of 
their lives. Max passed away on July 28,1952. Adele 
still lives on the family farm. They had two sons. 
The oldest, Bert, was born on September 21,1921 in 
the Brokenhead municipality on Section SE 10-l3-
7E in his grandparents home, Michael and Elizabeth 
Czastkiewicz. He operates his farm in the 
Brokenhead municipality and is also employed at 
Canada Messenger in Winnipeg. 

The youngest son, Stanley William, was born 
on August 14, 1925 on Section SW N;.? 23-i3-7E in 
his parents home, a small log house in the 
Brokenhead municipality. Stanley married Lillian 
Doris Krawchuk. 

Lilliam Doris Krawchuk was born in her 
grandparents home, Peter and Katherine Gurniak 
on Section NW 10-15-27 in the Landerville School 
District of Lac du Bonnet Municipality on August 3, 
1931. Lillian's parents are John Krawchuk and Mary 
(nee Gurniak). 

Stanley and Lillian Czastkiewicz had two 
children. Their daughter Jean Karen was born on 
July I, 1952 in Beausejour. Their son Robert Stanley 
was also born in Beausejour on August 1,1954. 
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Stanley and Lillian still operate the family farm 
in what was once known as the Sebright School 
district of the Brokenhead Municipality. 

In May of 1980, the International Pageant 
Board announced Bob Czastkiewicz as being 
selected as the Canadian Director for the Miss 
International Beauty World Pageant. 

For several years, Bob had worked as a member 
of the Production Staff for the Miss California 
Beauty International, Miss International Beauty 
U.S.A., and Miss International Beauty Pageants, 
under the direction of Louise Madlin of Palm 
Springs, California. He had served in various 
capacities for the International Beauty Pageant 
system such as the Reception Committee, Security, 
Judge, and presently coordinates Canada's partici
pation for the program. Bob attended the Mardi 
Gras in Mazatlan, Sinaloa, Mexico in February of 
1980, as a special guest of the Mazatlan Gran 
Carnaval and served as official escort to Miss 
International Beauty U.S.A. - Rhonda Dobb of 
Atlanta, Texas. 

In August of 1980, Bob escorted five Canadian 
beauty contestants on a California tour where the 
girls were entered to compete in the world finals of 
the August 9 - 12, Miss International Beauty 
Pageant at the Variety Arts Centre in Hollywood, 
California. 

The group visited such places as Twentieth 
Cen tury Fox Movie Studios, several talent agencies, 
the actors picket line during the strike at Universal 
Studios to see some of the famous Hollywood Stars, 
Disneyland, Marina del Rey, and the Hollywood 

Mrs.Lily Schreyer and Governor-General Ed Schreyer took 
time out from their busy round of viSiting with local residents 
to wish contestants to the Miss International Beauty Pageant 
in Hollywood, California the best ofluck (August 6,1980). Left 
to right: Mrs.Lily Schreyer; Canadian Pageant Director, Bob 
Czastkiewicz; Miss Hungary International, Irene Bulejsza; 
Governor-General, Ed Schreyer; and Beausejour resident, 
representing Canada in the Pageant, Miss Cindy Mann. 



Stuntmens' Association where each of them were 
awarded memberships to the Association by 
Norman White, President. 

Several of the Canadian Beauty Queens have 
appeared on live television interviews and on 
national and international television commercials. 

Beausejour was well represented in Holly
wood at the Miss International Beauty Pageant by 
Cynthia Dawn Mann, Miss Canada Beauty 
International 1980. Cynthia brought home the title 
of Miss Photogenic International 1980. Irene 
Bulejsza of Garson, Manitoba, Miss Hungary 
Beauty International 1980 returned home with the 

John Krawchuk, Mary Krawchuk, Lillian & Stanley Czast
kiewicz, Adele & Max Czastkiewicz. 
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distinction of being first princess to the title of Miss 
International Beauty 1980 and also won the 
Country Costume Award. Beausejour and the 
surrounding areas were well represented by the 
achievements of these two outstanding young 
ladies in this world event held annually in 
California. 

Five generations of the Czastkiewicz family 
Back: Lillian Czastkiewicz, Katherine Gurniak. Front: Mary 
Krawchuk, holding Jean Czastkiewicz, Marguerite Morski. 



Louis Zielke Family History 

Louis Zielke was born in 1869 in Volhynia, 
close to Brezina in Russia. He married Ernestine 
Weiss and together with their two children, Edward 
aged five years, and Henry aged two years, they 
emigrated to Canada in 1903, arriving on March 15 
at Halifax, Nova Scotia. They came by train to 
Winnipeg and lived there for two years. During the 
summer Mr. Zielke worked as a finishing carpenter 
and in the winter he cut cord wood into stovewood 
lengths and then split it as well for $1.00 a cord. 

In 1905 he bought 15 acres of bush land near 
the Brokenhead River in the Green Bay district. He 
cleared it all by hand, and built a house oflumber and 
a log barn. He purchased a team of oxen which were 
used to plough the land, haul firewood and go into 
Beausejour to do the shopping. He had this team for 
about seven years. Mr. Zielke also bought a holstein 
cow from a Mr. Louis Peitsch, and acquired some 
chickens and pigs. Since his acreage was small, he 
continued to work in Winnipeg as a finishing 
carpenter for about 30 years. 

In 1919 his eldest son Edward left home to 
work for a farmer in Moss Bank, Saskatchewan. 
With the money that he earned that year, he bought 
a team of black horses, harness and all from a Mr. 
Budner. From that time on, horses were always 
used. Both Louis and Ernestine Zielke were hard 
workers and took great pride in their home and farm 
yard as everything was always kept very neat and 
tidy and nicely painted. Everything had to be "just 
so", even the harnesses were always polished and 
the brass kept shiny. 

Louis and Ernestine were blessed with seven 
children. Edward is now 84 and resides in Beausejour. 
Henry of Winnipeg passed away on September 2, 
1981, at age 79. Rudolf died in 1938. Alvina 
(Singbeil) lives in Winnipeg. William lives in Dallas, 
Texas. Florence (Schoger) and Emma (Arbuckle) 
both live in London, Ontario. 

One of the very interesting areas of Louis'life 
as a finishing carpenter was that he was called upon 
to construct coffins. During his time most of the 
coffins in and around the Green Bay and Golden Bay 
districts were constructed by him. He took great 
pride in this aspect of his workas not a nail was used. 
Some coffins were painted, others varnished or 
covered with cloth. It depended on what the family 
of the deceased had requested. He even constructed 
a coffin for his own mother. 

Louis and Ernestine Zielke lived on their farm 
for 48 years. He then sold the place to Mr. Arthur 
Peitsch and moved in to Beausejour in 1953 to a new 
home that was built at 614 Fourth Street. On 
December 15, 1957, his beloved wife passed away. 
He continued to live there alone un til the house was 
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Ernestine and Louis Zielke at their residence at 614 Fourth 
Street (1957). 

The family picture of Edward Zielke family taken April 20, 
1974, Art, Mom, Dad, Elsie, Harry. 

sold to his grandson, Harry, in the spring of 1958. he 
then went to live on the farm of his eldest son 
Edward and daughter-in-law Martha in the Golden 
Bay district. Here he enjoyed life to the fullest as he 
would cut, split and pile wood during the summer 
months. In the winter he would busy himself 
shovelling the snow off the steps and sidewalk and 
would shovel pa ths to the barn, garage and chicken 
house. In 1962, when the town of Beausejour was 
celebrating its 50th anniversary, he was made its 
"honorary citizen" as at the age of 91 he was the 
oldest living person in town. For this recognition he 
attended a special banquet and received the "gold 
key" of the Town of Beausejour from Mayor Bert 
Larson. 



Mr. Zielke continued to enjoy good health and 
just prior to his death, at 97 years of age, he had 
taken one last walk around the section where he 
lived. Being weary and overcome with fatigue, he 
spent a week in the hospital and then returned 
home. Being a Godly man and a fine Christian he 
told his daughter-in-law Martha that God had 
revealed to him that he would soon be going to his 
"heavenly" home. A week later he died peacefully in 

his sleep on October 20, 1967. Both he and his wife 
are buried in the St. Ouens Cemetery. He is 
survived by his son Edward living in Beausejour, 
William of Dallas, Texas, Alvina (Singbeil) of 
Winnipeg, Florence Schoger and Emma Arbuckle of 
London, Ontario. Also 23 grandchildren, 38 great 
grandchildren, and 10 great great grandchildren. 

by Nancy Zielke 

Peitsch Family History 

Mr. Ludwig Peitsch immigrated to Canada 
from Wolynian, Russia with his wife, Ernestina and 
with his two little girls: Mathilda and Florentine, 
and his mother (Maria) in the year 1901. 

The farm they operated in Russia was leased 
from the government on a 99 year lease, and was 
managed by his father and grandfather. The lease 
had become due, so they decided to sell what they 
owned and immigrated to Canada, as many others 
did. 

When they arrived in Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
they had $800.00 on which they lived for a little 

while in Winnipeg. They then came to the Green 
Bay district and bought 100 acres of land, and later 
60 acres more, by the Brokenhead River, where 
they lived and raised a family until the Lord called 
Ludwig unto himself in 1940. His son, Arthur and 
wife, Milly now reside on the home place. 

With all the hardships that confronted them 
they were happy to live under the leadership of a 
great Monarch, Queen Victoria. Thanks be unto 
God for a great country - the Dominion of Canada. 
We hope and pray it will remain as it is. 

by Mrs. Adolph Rattai (nee Magdalena Peitsch) 

Adolph Singbeil Family History 

Adolf Singbeil married Bertha Rentz and had 
three children: Lloyd, Harold and Henry. Four years 
after Bertha had Henry, she died, in 1938. 

On August 31, 1940, Adolph remarried. He 
married Lydia Hoffman. 

Lloyd married Celia Bullman and had two 
children: Valerie and Wesley. Valerie married David 
Bell of Whitemouth, and they have one daughter, 
Candice. 

Harold married Lorna Lions of Saskatoon, and 
had nine children: Diane, Kathy, Laverne, Karen, 
Keith, Murray, Kim, Lyle, and Sherri-Ann. Dianne 
married Bruce Archibald of Kenora, Ontario, and 
they have three children: Natalie, David, and Jesse, 
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and one adopted girl, Michelle. Kathy married Allan 
Biese of Port McNeil, B.C. and they have two 
children: Rory, and Hanna Lee. Laverne married 
Wayne Creed of Ignace, Ontario, and they have 
three children: Jody, Allan, and Tommy. Karen 
married Ralph Newman of Port McNeil, B.c. Keith 
married Jill of Ignace, Ontario, and they have one 
child, Katelynn. 

Henry married Rose Thompson and had three 
children: Carol, Connie, and Lesley. Henry died 
aCcidentally in February, 1973. Carol married Ted 
Kianski of Beausejour, Manitoba. Connie married 
Robert Wenzoski of Beausejour, and they have one 
son, Rushford. 



Peopieat Work 
Brief close-ups of the builders of 

our communities 

Mr. Louis Zielke, 97, of Golden Bay 
Age is a quality of mind and that is 

why Louis Zielke, of Golden Bay belies 
his close to 98 years. A fine old gentleman 
and one of our oldest pioneers still living 
today, Mr. Zielke attributes his longevity 
and healthy condition to a good diet and 
plenty of hard work. He is a living 
testimony to the theory that it's not work 
but the worry that makes the world go 
old. 

Raised in south Russia, Mr. Zielke 
became a carpenter at the age of 18 and 
has worked at this trade, along with 
farming, all his life. He came to Canada in 
1903 with his wife and children, first 
living in Winnipeg and then moving to 
Green Bay area. He has lived with his son, 
the Edward Zielkes, since his wife passed 

806 

away at the age of 82, ten years ago. 
Still enjoying good health, Mr. 

Zielke believes strongly in a good diet and 
works hard at his wood lot every year. All 
the wood in the picture above was cu t and 
split by him. Even today he still enjoys 
working and getting his exercise. He 
drinks a lot of milk and eats mostly dairy 
products and fruit. The fare of our 
modern youth - TV dinners, soft drinks 
and potato chips - would never be 
approved by him. 

Mr. Zielke has six children, 12 
grandchildren and 23 great grandchil
dren. His children are Edward of Golden 
Bay, Henry of Winnipeg, Mrs. Ed Singbeil 
of Winnipeg, Bill of Texas and daughters 
Emma and Florence in Ontario. 

- Manitoba Beaver 



Boleschuk Family History 

John and Eva (nee Mazur) Boleschuk came to 
Canada in 1906. John was born in 1874 in the 
Ukraine and Eva was born in 1875 in the Ukraine. 
John, Mary and their daughter, Mary came to 
Brokenhead, where they stayed with Eva's brother 
Frank Mazur. They lived here for about a year. 

John and Eva Boleschuk. 

They then purchased 40 acres (across the road 
from Frank's) for $600.00 from Mr. Kunderman. 
They cleared the land and built a log house. During 
the first two winters John chopped tamarac 
cordwood with an axe, for which he received 50 
cents a cord. This money was saved and for $60.00 
John bought two oxen from Mr. Bauschke. This 
made it easier to haul out the cords the following 
winters. As more land was cleared more grain was 
seeded. He had his threshing done by "Loiza" 
Palacek. Mr. Palacek owned a thresher and a 
steamer. John would haul water for the steamer 
from Kubic's spring well. For this he had his 
threshing done. 
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John also went from neighbour to neighbour 
with Mr. Palacek and hauled water for the steamer. 
John farmed without a tractor until he retired in 
1947. His son, John and his family have continued 
farming to the present day. John died in 1953 and 
Eva died in 1955. John and Eva had seven children: 
Mary, Teenie, Frances, Jennie, Katie, Minnie and 
John. 

Mary married Joe Polson. They had nine 
children: Bill, Della, Danny, Peter, Emily, Jennie, 
Olga, Jerry and John. Teenie married Jim Oliver. 
They have one son: Norman. Jennie married Steve 
Trombo. They had three children: Eddie, Ruth and 
Lawrence. Katie married George Reid. They have 
two children: Leslie (who has since died) and Joan. 
Minnie hasn't married. John married Bina 
Maybroda. They have two children: Eleanor and 
Larry. 

Back row: Mary, Tennie, Mother, Jennie, Father. Middle: 
Frances, Katie. Front: Minnie, John Jr. 

' .. . ", ~ 



Ludwig Rogocki Family History 

Ludwig and Maria Rogocki with son Joseph 
immigrated to Canada from Brody, Austria in 1900 
and settled along the Brokenhead River on L.S.16, 
Section 30-14-8E. They purchased additional 
property through their years of progress. Ludwig 
and Maria had five children born in Canada: Ann, 
Tennie, Alice, Nick and John. They spent many 
years in establishing a good place to live. 

Maria passed away in 1939. Ludwig died in 
1948. 

Joseph married Margaret Buhay, who had 
three sons from her previous marriage: Eugene, 
Fred and Donald Buhay. Joseph, Margaret and 
family lived on the original homestead, along with 
Ludwig. Joe and Margaret sold theirs in 1966 and 
moved to Beausejour. Joe Rogocki passed away in 
1969 and Margaret resides at Twin Maples, 
Beausejour. 

Ann married Tom Haluska and lived in various 
places in Manitoba. Tom was employed with the 
railway. In 1960 Tom and Ann moved to 
Vancouver, where Ann lives in a senior citizens' 
apartment. Tom passed away in 1976. Tom and Ann 
had seven children: Bill, Steve, Joe, Charlie, Margie 
and John. One died in infancy. 

Tennie married Walter Samborski and lived in 
Montreal for many years. Walter Samborski passed 
away in 1973, and Tennie presently lives in 
Vancouver. 

Alice married John Dobinski and they operated 
a store for many years at McCreary, Manitoba. They 
sold their store and moved to Winnipeg in the 60's. 
Alice passed away in 1978. John Dobinski resides in 
Winnipeg. John and Alice have four children: Gloria, 
Vera, Nadia and Orest. 

Nick married Mary Zdrill and lived for two 
years on a 40 acre parcel which was divided off from 
the original homestead. They then purchased 
property from Bill Basarbowich in 1945 on Section 
32-14-8E where they farmed until 1965, when they 
moved to Beausejour where they still reside. Nick 
and Mary have two children: Lorraine and Richard. 

John married Leona and moved to Oshawa 
where he was employed with General Motors. 
Later he was transferred with General Motors and 
moved to Detroit, Michigan, where he still resides. 
John and Leona have four children: Angela, Ian, 
Kenneth and Russell. 

By: Lorraine Baker. 

Country Wedding 
Tom and Ann Haluska - November 8, 1917 

Bride's sister Alice, bridegroom - bride's brother Joe. Bride's 
sister Teenie. Peeking over their shoulders, brother Nick (6 
years old). 
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Michael Zdrill Family History 

Michael Zdrill arrived in Canada in the fall of 
1898 from Brody, Austria. He settled on an 80 acre 
homestead Sec. 25-14-7E, which he later purchased 
from D. Strobus. He built his home and cleared a 
few acres where he was able to sow some grain and 
grow a garden. 

In 1901 Michael's wife and children came to 
Canada: sons Andrew, Philip, Joe and John and 
daughter, Tennie. They found that there was not 
enough land for everyone, and land was hard to buy 
here, so Philip, Joe, John and daughter Tennie 
moved to Saskatchewan where they could purchase 
land for $10.00 per quarter section. They settled in 
the Prince Albert area. 

On November 9,1904 Andrew Zdrill married 
Teckla Mazur, daughter of John and Marie Mazur. 
Andrew and T eckla lived on the same place. Michael 
Zdrill, Andrew's father, passed away in 1910. 
Andrew and Teckla Zdrilllived on this homestead 
with Andrew's mother until December 1919 when 
they moved to a new homestead NW 22-14-8E 
which they purchased from Anton Cacho 

Andrew and Teckla Zdrill had eight children: 
Anton, Paul, Helen, Mary, Ann, Jessie, Charlie and 
Margaret. 

Son Anton died in 1925. 
Paul married Mary Hawraniuk and set up their 

farm on NE 15-14-8E and had five children: Edward, 
Patricia, Albert, Connie and Bernie. Paul and his 
family moved to Transcona where he operated a 
service station until his death in 1965. 

Helen married Fred Holigrocki and set up their 

homestead NE 18-14-9E. Fred and Helen moved to 
Beausejour in 1962. Fred passed away in 1973 and 
Helen still resides in Beausejour. 

Mary married Nick Rogoski and set up their 
farm on NE 30-14-8E in 1943, and in 1945 
purchased property from Bill Basarbowich on SE 
32-14-8E, where they moved. They had two 
children, Lorraine and Richard. In 1965 Nick and 
Mary and family moved to Beausejour where they 
now reside. 

Ann married Mike Stupak and set up their 
farm on NW 15-14-8E. They had three children: 
Ronald, Alvin and Adolph. Mike and Ann and family 
moved to Winnipeg in 1951, where they still reside. 
Mike and Ann still have their homestead. 

Jessie married Anton Stupak and set up their 
homestead on SE 15-14-8E. They had five children: 
Steffie, Roger, Bernie, Gary and Irwin. Anton and 
Jessie and family moved to Winnipeg in 1957 where 
they still reside. They also still operate their 
homestead. 

Charlie married Elsie Patrush and he took over 
the original farm on NW 22-14-8E, which he still 
operates. They have four children: Richard, Bonnie, 
Kelly and Rodney. Charlie and his family moved to 
Winnipeg where he still resides. 

Margaret married Peter Sochaski and moved 
to Transcona. Peter Sochaski passed away in 1975. 
In 1978 Margaret married Peter Romaniuk. They 
still reside in T ranscona. 

Teckla Zdrill passed away in July, 1968. 
By: Lorraine Baker. 

Andrew and Teckla Zdrill family (1934). 
Back row: Ann, Helen, Charlie, Mary, Jessie. Front row: 
Andrew Zdrill, Teckla ZdriIl, Margaret, Paul. 
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NovakowskiFamily History 

Joseph Novakowski married Ann Zolandek in 
1909. Ann had come to Canada in 1900 from Narol, 
Poland. Joseph had arrived in Canada in 1905. After 
they married they came to Cromwell with their 
parents, where they farmed. Joseph worked in 
Beausejour, and then settled on a farm next to the 
location of the White Poplar School. He farmed 
there for 30 years. His son, Casmir and his wife, 
Alice lived on the same farm and later took it over. 

Joseph and Ann Novakowski had seven 
children: Julia, Casmir, Helen, Bill, Charles, Cecile 
and Jean. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph (Ann) Novakowski (1930). 

Mrs.Novakowski (Casmir's grandmother -1900's). 
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Julia married Jack Buy. They had one 
son,Lawrence. Casmir married Alice Litkowich. 
Casmir died in 1979. They had seven children: 
Ernie, Emily,Eddie, Robert, Lillian, Larry and 
Annette. Ernie married Helen Nyznyk and they 
have two children: Glen and Debbie. Emily married 
Mickey Lucko. Eddie married Hazel Speicer and 
they have one daughter: Sheryl. Robert married 
Dale Mikolash. Lillian married Bill Kowalchuk and 
they have one son, Todd. Larry married Bernice 
Rogaski and they have two children: Dean and 
Chris. Annette married Les Schewe. Helen married 
Frank Moskwa. Bill did not marry and died in 1978. 
Charles did not marry and died in 1960. Cecile 
married Fred Monson. Jean married Thomas Reiss. 
Jean died in 1972. 

March 1978 
Back row: Alice Novakowski, Annette, Larry, Alice, Emily, 
Robert. Front row: Ernie, Casmir, Lillian, Eddie. 

Mike and Cecile Sikora and Casmir Novakowski 



Sawchuk Family History 

Peter and Eva (nee YeseasmoskO Sawchuk 
were married in Austria and came to Canada in 
1905. Peter was born in 1880 in Brody, Austria and 
Eva was born in 1885 in Brody, Austria. Peter and 
Eva settled in Garson, where Peter worked for the 
Garson Quarry. They later moved to Hazelridge, 
where they farmed for some time before taking up 
farming in the Cloverleaf area. 

Peter and Eva had 12 children. Kay 
(Duckworth) lives in Niagara Falls, Ontario; 
Harry in T ranscona, Manitoba; Steve in Cloverleat; 
Peter in Winnipeg;John, Anton, Mary, Nick, Teena 
and Annie all are now deceased; and two children 
that died in infancy. 

John, Peter and Eva's son, was born on 
November 21, 1911 in Garson. He later married 
Olga Kazina, who was born in 1922 in Tyndall to 
Dmytro (Dave) and Eva Kazina. 

Dmytro was born in 1890 in Austria. He came 
to Canada when he was 12 years old. Eva was born 
in 1900 in Austria. She came to Canada when she 

was four years old. Her family settled in Sapton, 
Manitoba, for several years, before moving to 
Tyndall, where they remained for the rest of their 
lives. Dmytro farmed for most of his life, but he also 
worked for the c.P.R. Dmytro and Eva had 12 
children: Olga (Luby),John, Nick, Jean (Bukoski), 
Sophie (Mlodjinski), Mary (Okolita), Marge (Ko
madowskO, Helen, Julius, Stella (Chorney), Ray
mond and Steve. 

Mrs. Eva Sawchuk celebrated her 96th 
birthday on May 21, 1981 at East Gate Lodge, 
Beausejour,Manitoba. Mrs. Sawchuk celebrated 
her birthday with her four surviving children: Kay, 
Harry, Steve and Peter. Mrs. Sawchuk also has 31 
grandchildren, 52 great grandchildren and eight 
great greatgrandchildren. 
Five generations left to right: Mrs. Myrtle 
Novakowski, Mrs. Eva Sawchuk, Mrs. Olga Luby, 
Mrs. Cheryl Kazina and great grand nephew, Keith 
Kazina, son of Willie and Cheryl Kazina. Tyndall, 
Manitoba. 

Five generations left to right: Mrs.Myrtle Novakowski, 
Mrs.Eva Sawchuk, Mrs.Olga Luby, Mrs.Cheryl Kazina and 
great grand nephew Keith Kazina son of Willie and Cheryl 
Kazina. Tyndall, Manitoba. 
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Buchka Family History 

Steve Buchka was born on January 1, 1891 in 
Valazicke, Austria. His mother (nee Kozie) died 
when he was eight and his brother, John, was six. 
His father remarried and Steve was raised by the 
local priest, Father Ewaniski, until he joined the 
army. 

Steve came to Canada in 1908. He lived in a 
boarding house on Gomez Street in Winnipeg and 
found employment with a construction crew who 
were building the present Eaton's store. After that 
Steve worked with a section crew on the railroad 
near Cloverleaf, Manitoba. 

In the fall of 1912 Steve married Nettie Maika 
(born on October 9, 1894) of Sapton. Nettie's 
parents, Dmetro and Anne (nee Mozel) came to 
Canada in 1904 on a ship called the "F. Missler 
Bremen". They came from Przemysl, Austria, in the 
Ukraine. 

Steve and Nettie Buchka. 

Steve bought land in the Cloverleaf area and 
farmed there until they moved to Hamilton in the 
fall of 1945. 

Steve and Nettie had six daughters: Nettie and 
Jessie both died in infancy; Anne (born August 24, 
1915); Stella (born December 25, 1918); Sophie 
(born April 7, 1920); and Ethel (born on April 21, 
1927). 
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Anne married John Dudeck of Tyndall. They 
now reside in Winnipeg and have two daughters: 
Gertrude and Adele. Stella married Victor Garbatt 
of Grimsby, Ontario and had one daughter, 
Virginia and three sons: Stephen, Ernie and 
Tommy. Ethel married Norman Komaranski of 
Hamilton and has one son,Dr. Norman Komaran
ski. Sophie married William Chorney of Dencross. 
She has one daughter, Elsie and three sons: Ernest, 
Norman and Garry. 

The Buchka family were devout Ukrainian 
Catholics and the entire family helped with the 
construction of the present Ukrainian Catholic 
Church at Cook's Creek. Steve Buchka placed the 
first shovel of cement in the footing. Cement for the 
church was mixed by hand, transported by wheel
barrow and pulled up in pails with a block and tackle. 

The Buchka children attended 
the Cloverleaf School. They have 
fond memories of a teacher named 
Mr. Danstead, who taught grades one 
to eight and had an enrollment of 75. 
Stella recalls the incident in which she 
"accidentally" placed her gum in Mr. 
Danstead's open fur cap, and of the 
"hair-raising" result. 

Back row: Stella Garbatt, Sophie Chorney. Front row: Ethel 
Komaranski, Nettie Buchka, Anne Dudeck. 
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John Crampton Family History 

On August 5, 1941, William Malgen Edward 
Crampton and I, Silva Caroline Crampton, arrived 
in Beausejour. 

In the early 1880's, John Crampton of 
Yorkshire, England, and Mary Elvina Cottrell of 
Norfolk, England, came to Canada. He was of 
English parentage and she of Irish and English. They 
were married at Fritroy Harbor, Carlton, Ontario, 
in 1887. He worked as a farm labourer. 

In the early 1890's the Cramptons moved west 
to the Province of Manitoba, settling and farming 
near Dominion City, just north of Emerson. 

On December 10, 1900, William (Bill) was 
born, the seventh child of a family of nine children. 
English was their mother tongue and they adhered 
to the Anglican faith. Later, some children changed 
and are now adherents of the United Church. 

In 1916, John Crampton and son, Bill, boarded 
a "Harvest Train" for Saskatchewan. They found 
work around Morse, west of Moose Jaw. 

That winter John Crampton got employment 
at the Morse Town Hall and continued there until 
his retirement, at 70 years of age. He had, in the 
spring of 1917, returned to Dominion City and 
moved his wife, Mary, and their two youngest 
daughters to Morse. 

Bill, meanwhile, had hired out as a "hired man" 
and continued as such, around Morse, until 1921. In 
1921, Bill was on a "repair crew" for the Lake of the 
Woods Milling Company. 

In 1922, the Company placed him as "Second 
Man", with the buyers at Shaunavon, to learn grain 
buying. 

In 1923, as Bill was old enough to be "Bonded" 
and had his apprenticeship finished, he was sent to 
Frontier to run the elevator. In August, 1926,1, Silva 
Caroline Grimm, arrived at Frontier, to teach the 
Intermediate Room. 

I trace my maternal lineage, Warner, back to 
the settling of the State of Virginia, by the English 
and Irish, in the early 1600's. Warner is Irish. 

My paternal family, Grimm, came in 1682, 
when William Penn brought his "Quakers" from 
England and Holland to settle Pennsylvania. 

Descendants of these two families moved 
westward by different routes with the opening of 
new States, until in the 1880's, my father, Lorenzo 
Brice Grimm, and my mother, Mary Eleanor 
Warner, met in Boyde County, Nebraska. They 
were married on September 5,1890. 

In 1902, selling their holdings in Boyde County 
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where my father farmed and was Indian Agent, 
they moved to Venus, near Orchard. 

There, in January of 1903, I was born, the sixth 
child of a family of eight children. Soon after, my 
father purchased a flour and grist mill in Sioux City, 
Iowa, which he ran until 1911. Selling the mill and 
home, the family emigrated to Canada, settling in 
Trossachs, Saskatchewan, 20 miles west of 
Weyburn. 

In June, 1926, having finished Normal School 
in Regina, I went to Frontier to teach. 

William Crampton and I were married in 
Shaunavon on April 18, 1927, Easter Monday. I 
continued teaching until I received my Saskatche
wan Permanent Certificate in 1928. 

In 1934, the "Dirty Thirties" hit the Frontier 
district and Bill was moved, as buyer, to their 
Coderre elevator, until that district, too, was hit, in 
1937. 

The Company then transferred Bill to 
Manitoba, first near Deloraine and then, in 
October, to Newdale. The Company moved me 
down there, where we resided until being 
transferred to Beausejour in 1941. 

Bill bought grain here for the Lake of the 
Woods Milling Company, until they sold out in the 
1950's to the Ogilvies Mills Ltd., and they sold ou tto 
the Manitoba Pool. 

However, both of these Companies kept Bill on 
as their buyer. 

October 26, 1961, Bill Crampton had the 
misfortune of falling down the elevator shaft and 
breaking both legs. Becoming an amputee forced 
him to retire from his chosen profession, grain 
buyer, after 39 years. 

Mr. Crampton's death in 1978, as we were 
childless, ended the line of John Crampton's name, 
as his only other son who reached manhood, lies in 
Flander's Field. 

English was the only language spoken in the 
four generations that I know in the family. We were 

. Protestant. I was brought up a Methodist and now, 
a member of the United Church. 

I have found Beausejour an interesting place to 
live, with its many ethnic groups and their different 
cultures. I have learned much and enjoyed 
association with so many ofthem, while I was able to 
get out amongst them. I have found Beausejour is A 
Good Place to Stop. 

By: Silva Caroline Crampton. 



YadlowskiFamily History 

Adam and Katherine Yadlowski came to 
Canada from Czechoslovakia. They lived in 
Winnipeg and had three daughters: Ann, Nellie and 
Mary. They had one son Frank (1878-1957). 

Frank worked in Winnipeg for Eaton's. The 
Eaton's building was being built at that time. 

A few years later, Frank met Paranka (Polly), 
also called Lottie (1885-1941). Lottie Tymko 
worked at the Leland Hotel as a cook. They were 
married and lived in Winnipeg. They had two 
daughters born in Winnipeg: Ann and Jean. Later 
they moved to Gonor, where they had a large 
vegetable farm. They travelled to Winnipeg with 
horses, to sell their vegetables. 

Lottie's parents later gave her 80 acres in 
Brokenhead, next to the present Brokenhead 
School. They moved to Brokenhead and had four 
more children: Helen, Walter, Sally and Leona. 

Helen, Dad, Ma, Walter, Leona, Donald. 
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Frank and Lottie stayed for some time in 
Brokenhead. They then sold their 80 acres in 
Brokenhead and moved back to Gonor. They lived 
in Gonor for about five years, and then moved back 
to Brokenhead to farm for many years. Frank and 
his son, Walter, also operated a saw mill. 

After Lottie passed away in September of 
1941, Frank farmed until his retirement. His son 
Walter turned the front part of the house into a 
store which he operated for many years. 

Ann married Steve Wupori. They have six 
children: Victor, Archie, Helen, Margaret, Victoria 
and Florence. Jean married Pete Krawcenko. They 
have three children: Lona, Elizabeth and Donald. 
Helen married Pleun Post. Walter is single. Sally 
married Vincent Luloff. They have one son Richard. 
Leona married Michael Lesko. They have two 
children: Brian and Sidney. 

Frank and Lottie Yadlowski (anniversary 1941). 



Bullman Family History 

Adolph and Pauline Bullman arrived in this 
area from Russia in 1912. They settled in the Green 
Bay district. After living there for approximately 16 
years, they moved to St. Ouens. There they farmed 
for five years before moving to Lydiatt in 1933. 
Their St. Ouens farm is presently owned by Harvey 
Hildebrand. In Lydiatt they purchased the 
northeast quarter of 36-11-8E. They remained 
there throughout the great Depression and 
drought of the "Dirty Thirties". Their income at this 
time was earned through the sale of cordwood 
hauled to either the village of Lydiatt (seven miles) 
or to Beausejour (14 miles). The Bullmans moved to 
Beausejour in 1946. They purchased a retirement 
home on Pine and lived out the latter years of their 
lives there. 

Adolph and Pauline had 10 children, three of 
whom were born in Europe. The eldest, Carl, 
married Eveline Stenson. Carl was a mechanic and is 
presently retired and living in Beausejour. Fred 
farmed just east of the Brokenhead River bridge. He 
and his wife Martha (nee Brieze) are now retired. 
Emil, the third child born overseas, is a maintenance 

Carl and Eveline Bullman. 
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man and lives in Winnipeg. He is married to Lenna 
Hastman. August, the first child born in Canada 
lives in Winnipeg with his wife Olga (nee 
Kabernick). Alec is married to Dorothy Stenson, 
sister of Eveline, and presently works at East Gate 
Lodge in Beausejour. Alma is still single and living in 
Winnipeg. Edith (now Mrs. Verne Byhers) lives in 
Birds' Hill. William is contracting in Revelstoke, 
B.C.: Herman is deceased, and Daniel is with the 
Civil Service in Germany. Carl, Emil and Alec are 
the only members of the family still residing in the 
area. Carl has one son, Douglas, who is working in 
the mines; and also two daughters: Darlene, who 
married Gord Molinski; and Barbara. Carl is 
"honorary fire chief" at the Beausejour-Broken
head Fire Department. 

F red has two daugh ters and a son as well. Betty 
is married to Steve Hologroski and Cecelia married 
Lloyd Singbeil. Their son, Danny lives in Dryden. 

Alec has two sons and a daughter. Eleanor is 
married to Larry Frank and living in the Northwest 
Territories. Dave married Linda Allison, and the 
youngest, Raymond is single. 

T.::-



Differ Family History 

Procop Differ (1899-1975) was born in 
Staryawa, Austria. He was raised by his uncle, John 
Yakimas. When he came to Canada, he stayed with 
his uncle, who had come to Canada earlier and had 
settled at Walkleyburg. . 

On July 13, 1913 Procop married Mary Grech 
of Brokenhead. Mary was the daughter of Tomas 
and Nastia (nee Siss) Grech who had come to 
Canada in 1902 from Lubaczawa, Austria. Mary's 
father had died before her marriage so Procop and 
Mary moved in with her mother until they built a 
home of their own. 

Procop Differ and his wife Mary. 

Mary and Procop raised a family of 10: Helen 
(Mrs. Len Knight) of Winnipeg; Katie (Mrs. Alec 
Winding) of Winnipeg; Mary (Mrs. Fred Sh umila) of 
Brokenhead; John of Winnipeg, married to Betty 
Kowalchuk; Mike of Coquitlam, B.C., married; Nick 
of Oshawa, Ontario, married; Sally (Mrs. Bill 
Domish) of Winnipeg; Steve of Winnipeg; Anne 
(Mrs. Bob Campbell) of Winnipeg; and Peter of 
Dencross, married to Nettie Makarchuk. 

The children will remember the 
fables with which Mother Gretch kept 
them entertained. This love of story 
telling was inherited from her father, 
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Tomas. Her mother, Nastia, would 
gather hazel nuts and give them out to 
her grandchildren as a treat during 
the winter months, and occasionally, 
as a special treat, would make her 
grandchildren a fried egg. Eggs were 
rarely used because they were sold to 
buy other staples. 

The Differ children attended the old Mars 
School which was built in 1916. The location of the 
school was the southwest quarter of 16-15-7E. 
When the school was destroyed by fire, a new school 
was erected. The new Mars School was located at 
the southwest corner of 14-15-7E. Peter Differ 
served many years as trustee of the new Mars 
School. 

Three sons, John, Nick and Steve served in the 
armed forces during World War II. Nick was 
wounded in Sicily. 

John, who lives in Winnipeg, now owns the 
homeplace. Peter still lives in Dencross, a mile from 
his birthplace. He farms and works for the R.M. of 
St. Clements. 

Peter married Nettie Makarchuk on July 15, 
1950. They have three children: Brian, Rodney and 
Val dine. Brian (born on June 1, 1952) married Becky 
Leggit on October 11, 1975. Brian is employed as a 
diesel mechanic at Grey Goose Bus Lines in 
Winnipeg. Rodney (born on August 28, 1953) of 
Winnipeg is employed at the Manitoba Rolling Mills 
at Selkirk. Valdine (born on August 13, 1960) 
married Neil Harrison on January 28, 1978. Neil is 
formerly of Lanchashire, England, now residing in 
Winnipeg. Valdine is employed as a head teller at a 
Toronto-Dominion Bank. 

Front row: Ann Campbell, Sally Domish, Mary Shumila, Kay 
Winding, Helen Knight. Back row: Mike Differ, Nick Differ, 
John Differ, Steve Differ, Peter Differ. 



Brian attended Mars School until he was in 
grade eight and then went to Beausejour Senior 
School. Rodney attended Mars School until grade 
seven. The school was then closed due to 
consolidation so Rodney completed his grade eight 

at Brokenhead School. Valdine started at Broken
head School (up to grade five) then completed her 
education at the Edward Schreyer School (formerly 
Beausejour Senior). 

Front row: Brian Differ, Valdene Harrison, Rodney Differ. 
Back row: Nettie Differ, Peter Differ. 

Boyko Family History 

John Boyko was born in 1880 in the Ukraine. 
The Boykos were Ukrainians. Their religious 
affiliation was Greek Catholic. John married 
Pauline Krawchuk. Pauline was born in 1879 in the 
Ukraine. John and Pauline Boyko and their three 
children; Ada, Steve and Mike came to Canada from 
the Ukraine in 1906. 

They purchased 40 acres of land from Vaclav 
Neyedly, in the Ladywood area. They cleared the 
land so they could build on it and farm it. In 1916 the 
Boykos moved to Walkleyburg to purchase more 
land. After some time, John left older sons to farm 
the Walkleyburg farm, while he and Pauline 
returned to Ladywood in 1926 to their original 40 
acres. They farmed there until they retired. 

John and Pauline had four more children while 
in Canada: Pete, Paul, Harry and Mary. 

Ada married Nick Hladiuk. They had four 
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children: Annie, Johnny, Bill and Pete. Ada has since 
passed away. _ 

Steve married Mary Bretchka. They had three 
children: Rosie, Peter and Steffie. Steve has since 
passed away. . 

Mike married Jennie Hunchariuk. They have 
five children: Clifford, Violet, Zinnia, Adam and 
Lynn. 

Pete married Irene. They had seven children: 
Jennie, Irene, Helen, Madeline, Rudy, Eddy and 
Elvie. Pete has since passed away. 

Paul married Eva Kozak. They have six 
children: Lorraine, Paulette, Sylvia, Milton, Steffie 
and Marlene. 

Harry married Mary Zawatski. They have two 
children: Audrey and Ambrose (Bruce). 

Mary married John Okolita. They have two· 
children: Eric and Larry. 



H. KazinaFamily History 

My great grandfather, Nicholas, was born in 
Grochy, Poland, in 1891. His wife, Antonia Rogal, 
was born in N arol, a small district of Poland, in 1892. 
They sailed to North America in an overcrowded 
boat, spent a short time in the United States, and 
finally wound their way to Tyndall, Manitoba, 
where they married and hoped to begin a new and 
better life. 

In spite of the difficult times, my great 
grandparents raised a large family of 11 children: 
Peter, Joseph, Walter, Alex, James, Paul, Minnie 
(Mrs. An ton Ottenbrei t), Kay (Mrs. Joseph Cordin), 
Julia (Mrs. Fred Pfeifer), Susan (Mrs. Henry 
Urbanski) and Cecilia (Mrs. Gordon Mikoliew). 

My grandfather, Peter, was born in 1917 and 
married Katherine Yascheshyn from Melrose, 
Manitoba in 1938. They too, raised a fairly large 
family of seven children. My father, Henry, the 
eldest, was born in 1939. His brothers and sisters 
include: Eleanor (Mrs. Lawrence Strick) who lives in 
Winnipeg; Peter who lives in Nipigon, Ontario; 
Stanley, at home in Tyndall; Verna (Mrs. Fred 
Rumak) who lives in Calgary, Alberta; Alfred, in 
Vancouver, British Columbia; and William, in 
Tyndall. 
. Dad attended school in Tyndall, went to 

Teachers' College, and, at the tender age of 18, 
began his teaching career at Greenwich School, a 
small rural school about three miles north of 
Tyndall. He taught grades one to nine there for two 
years and then in September, 1959, he obtained 
employment in Tyndall School where he taught a 
combination of grades six, seven and eight students 
for 12 years. He was also Principal of the school and 
then, after consolidation, of the Garson-Tyndall 
Schools. He transferred to the Beausejour Senior 
School (now the Edward Schreyer School) in 1971 
and is currently the Assistant Principal of the 
school. He teaches grades seven and eight 
mathematics as well. 

Dad met my mother, the former Lorraine 
Meyer, from Morden, Manitoba in 1959 while she 
was attending Teachers' College. Mom is currently 
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Sometimes Dad tells me how 
hard he had to work when he was a 
boy. He had to clear bush by hand, 
haul hay, shovel grain, do chores, pick 
stones, and walk four miles to and 
from school each day. Quite often he 
would walk another four miles after 
the chores were done in the winter to 
play hockey in Tyndall. I sometimes 
wonder if he's bragging or com
plaining. Maybe he's just rubbing it in 
since we have comparatively little 
hard work to do today. 

teaching grade one at the Beausejour Elementary 
School. 

So far, my parents have three children. The 
eldest, Carolyn, born in 1963, has already finished 
high school and is now attending classes at the 
University of Manitoba. I was born in 1964 and am 
taking grade 12 at the Edward Schreyer School. 
Cindee came along in 1966 and is in grade 10 at the 
Edward Schreyer School. 

My grandfather passed away in 1975, but my 
grandmother still lives on the old farm in Tyndall. 
She is a wonderful, kind lady and all her children and 
grandchildren enjoy getting together at her place 
during Christmas, Easter and other special 
occasions. 

We, too, live on a small farm about two miles 
north of Tyndall. However, I harbor no intentions 
of remaining there for too many more years. Once I 
complete my education, I intend to head west and 
attempt to create a life of my own. Poor Dad! He11 
have to get someone else to help him pick all those 
stones, stones, and more stones! 

By: Robert Kazina. 

,. 



Bill McLean Family History 

Bill McLean joined the Royal Bank on July 2, 
1940 after completing high school in Minnedosa, 
Manitoba. Shortly thereafter he entered the 
Services. He then returned to Minnedosa and the 
Royal Bank in late 1945 after a dis tinguished double 
tour of duty overseas with the RCAF. 

Bill married Vera Sinclair on October 8, 1949 at 
John Black Memorial United Church in East 
Kildonan, Manitoba. Bill and Vera have three 
children. David S. is a Sales Representative for 
Pitney Bowes in Brandon, Manitoba; he married 
Vickie Hanwell in 1976. W. Jeffrey is an Area 
Geologist with British Columbia Resources Invest
ment Ltd. in Calgary, Alberta, and he married Judy 
Harvey in 1979. Sara Jane is at home attending high 
school at the Edward Schreyer School in 
Beausejour. The McLeans have lived in several rural 
Manitoba cities and towns while with the bank. 

After 40 years of service with the bank in 
various capacities, Bill retired on August 2,1980 in 
Beausejour where he had been manager for the past 
eight years. 

Vera has always been extremely interested in 
the arts and has become well known throughoutthe 

province for her abilities in the arts and crafts field. 
Currently, she is engaged as Supervisor for ARC 
Industries in Beausejour. 

Jeff and Judy McLean. 

Bill McLean Family: David, Vickie, Judy, Bill, Sara and Vera. 
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A rnie North Family History 

Arnol (Arnie) North was born on October 31, 
1912 in Barrie, Ontario. His parents were Samuel 
North and Jessie Ferguson. At the age of 16 Arnie 
accepted his first band engagement as trumpet 
player with the "Southampton Band". He spent the 
summer working in a furniture factory, managed 
by the Bandmaster, Mr. Scott, whose wife also kept 
boarders, one being Arnie. 

Prior to World War II, Arnie was on the Cruise 
Ship "North Star" with the famous "Stan Wood's 
Band", sailing from Miami to Nassau in the 
Bahamas. Before that commitment they spent a 
period broadcasting from the Corona Hotel in 
Montreal, playing at the Chateau Laurier in 
Ottawa, and also the Frontenac Hotel in Quebec 
City. 

Arnie married Edna Sanderson, who was born 
on June 11, 1917 in Treherne, Manitoba. Her 
paren ts were Fred Sanderson and Florence Duncan. 
Edna was employed as a secretary and then a 
housewife. 

"They Stopped at a Good Place" ... yes, July of 
1960, Arnol Norths did just that as they camped by 
the Brokenhead River at, then "Daytonia Beach", 
owned by Mr. Jack Sinnott. Cottagers urged us to 
build ... the tranquility ... the air ... all was right, 
hence August Fuerst erected the frameworkforthe 
"Cloverleaf" and Labor Day weekend friends had a 
"bee", going in swimming 11:00 p.m. on the HOT 
Saturday evening; and so, the fifth cottage was 
created. Fall frosts forced moving from tent onto 
bare floors 'mid beams, partitions, lumber, etc. 
Progress was made and, as skaters gracefully glided 
up the river, the Norths packed in insulation. The T. 
Eaton Company shipped their bed mattress to St. 
Ouens station, from there, with the help of Glenn 
Newman, it was 'transported' by toboggan -
HAND toboggan - across the field to the 
"Cloverleaf". 

Weekends were full. During the winter the car 
was plugged in at the farm or Mrs. Newman's ... 
again supplies packed by the faithful toboggan, until 
the year Arn broke his ankle and walking proved 
difficult in the snow. The first of three "Snow 
Cruisers" was purchased. This was a wise 
investment - invaluable for hauling wood, etc., not 
to mention the hours of pleasure, especially when 
friends came to skate on the rink, which was kept 
clear (and flooded by wheelbarrow) until after the 
Explorers from St. Paul's United had their annual 
"Skating Party"; power toboggan rides were added 
through the co-operation of Mike Lysaichuk and 
Frank Lewis. 

Each year brought it's own special adventure ... 
someone might be stuck and rescued by Frank's 
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jeep, the ice breaking and river overflowing the 
'bridge' which meant leaving cars on west bank and 
trekking over the railway bridge. (The piano arrived 
on a 'last crossing' in 1961.) A vivid recollection of 
one Saturday evening in April, 1963 ... After a 
delightful dinner at the Lewis', together with 
Reverend and Mrs. Henningsen, we went home .. . 
10:30 p.m .... a knock at the door ... Ice had broken .. . 
water over the bridge ... tried the back road ... both 
cars stuck! Consultation - then thinking ground 
would be firm in the morning all retired. That 
beautiful, sunny Sunday morning Gerry, Frank, 
Reverend and Mrs. Henningsen trudged past the 
roaring bridge that wasn't, up the steep bank ... over 
the railway bridge and to our car which was on the 
west bank. Reverend Henningsen took his church 
services at Tyndall and Beausejour, Gerry met us, 
Frank got a tow truck. "Ivy's Road" was put through 
in 1966. The, by then, "Kenbro Park" was attached 
to the outer world ... and Park population increased. 

Brokenhead Agricultural Fair. Arnie North and Pete Hlady 
performing in front of drug store, 1976. 

"Lady", our puppy dog, became an important 
member of the family in 1968. Many a long walk did 



she take with her master! Some, even by herself 
when we were away ... one being to the Soft Ice 
Cream Bar where she was presented with a cone! 

One other year of note was 1974 when, again 
an April Sunday morning, we looked out and saw a 
duck swimming past the picture window! The place 
was surrounded by water. Next morning we moved 
to Dad's at Selkirk for a week. Friends reported daily 
and assured us all was well. We were indeed 

Arnie and Edna North. 

fortunate in experiencing little damage despite the 
fact water was some three inches deep in the 
cottage. Another fall-railway men were burning 
along the track - the pasture caught fire! 
Fortunately it was brought under control in time, 
but we received a tiny idea of what a forest fire 
might be like. We also realized how very precious 
Kenbro Park was to us, and we thanked God. 

By: Mrs. E. North. 

James Laurie Family History 

James Laurie was born in Glasgow, Scotland, 
and came to Winnipeg in 1870. His wife, Eleanor 
Monington, was born on the Isle of Man, and also 
immigrated to Canada. They were married in 
Winnipeg. 

Mr. and Mrs. Laurie had five children: William, 
Walter, Percy, Jeanette and Ethel and seven 
grandchildren: Eleanor (Mrs. Clarence Bush) of 
Beausejour, and Vera Metzler of Toronto are the 
daughters of William; Melvin (now deceased), was 
the son of Walter; James (Jimmy) of Point du Bois, 
Raymond Dugard of Pine Falls, Ruth Mercier of 
Winnipeg, Violet (deceased), Doreen Goddard, 
William Laurie and Joyce Alexander also of 
Winnipeg were Percy's children. 

James Laurie was a c.P.R. section foreman in 
Beausejour for 40 years, succeeding Daniel Fawcett, 
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who left the railroad and started farming. Mr. 
Laurie received a special commendation from the 
railroad for the excellent condition of the road bed 
on his section. Prior to Mr. Laurie's employment 
with the C.P.R., he served in the Northwest 
Rebellion as a soldier in 1885. 

Jeanette was married to Harold Dugard of 
Beausejour. Son William was postmaster: in 
Beausejour from 1913 to 1951, Walter and Percy 
served in the Canadian Army during the First World 
War. Upon returning to civilian life, they were 
employed by the Winnipeg Electric Company in 
Point du Bois as stationary engineers. 

All of the Laurie family are now deceased. Of 
their grandchildren, Eleanor Bush is the only one 
residing in the Beausejour area. 



Beausejour Mourns Passing 
oj Prominent Citizen 

Beausejour residents were sad
dened to hear of the passing away of 
Arnie North, on Friday, July 20,1979. 

During Arnie's 15 years in Beause
jour, he spent most of his time assisting 
the musical work of his church and in 
developing the musical talent of all who 
sought his help. Arnie was the product of 
a disciplined life - the discipline of his 
early musical training and the discipline 
of his army life. 

He commenced studying the trum
pet at nine years of age and by the age of 
13 was playing with his grandfather at 
community dances. He moved on to learn 
the piano and other instruments through 
the years, but the trumpet was his first 
love. 

Arnie was a member of the armed 
services for 27 years. He served overseas 
in the Second World War in the 
Ambulance Brigade. In 1953 he returned 
to Germany on a concert tour. He rose to 
become Warrant Officer 1, second in 
command of the Royal Canadian Horse 
Artillery Band. 

He retired in Winnipeg from the 
army in 1967, but continued his musical 
activity by joining the Winnipeg Concert 
Band. 

In 1960 he and his wife, Edna, began 
their association with Beausejour when 
they began work on their summer home 
at Kenbro Park. In 1967, after his 
retirement, he and Edna moved to the 
Park as their permanent home. 

In 1961 they began their association 
with St. Paul's United Church and they 
soon joined the choir. Arn's deep bass 
voice was a welcome addition~s was his 
musical scholarship and his keen sense of 
humour. 

As soon as the need of a replacemen t 
for our organist arose, he accepted the call 
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for help and soon became a proficient and 
excellent organist. Both he and Edna 
made themselves available to their 
church without reservation. 

His excellent musicianship and 
generous nature resul ted in his appearing 
as an organist whenever a need arose in 
most of the churches in Beausejour. I 
suspect he attended more weddings and 
funerals than most clergymen in Beause
jour during those years. 

He also used his free hours teaching 
music on the numerous instruments on 
which he excelled. Many young people of 
the district are indebted to him for 
enriching their lives with an appreciation 
of music. 

Neither time nor financial remune
ration were a consideration to him if he 
found someone with a true desire to work 
to develop his or her talent. He became, as 
a result, an unofficial accompanist at all 
the talent shows and concerts. 

He spent his nights rehearsing his 
protegees and attending with them at the 
Beausejour Collegiate, East Gate Lodge 
or wherever their talents sent them. He 
always made himself available. 

I believe there is hardly a soul living 
in Beausejour who has not heard his 
musical presentations at some time. As 
you can see - music was Arn's life and he 
gave of himself to it unsparingly. God had 
given him a musical talent. He shared that 
talent. 

Arnie was a very reserved but 
friendly man. He never took himself or 
those around him too seriously, and he 
always had a twinkle in his eye when his 
sense of humour was aroused. He leaves a 
void in our community which will not 
soon be filled. 

- Courtesy The Manitoba Beaver 
Vo1.6 No.31 Wednesday, August 1,1979 



Schewe Family History 

Gustave Schewe was the son of Christian 
Schewe and wife Wilhelmina Harms. He grew up in 
the Province of Volyhnia, Russia. In 1900, he 
emigrated from Russia to Germany, where he 
worked for one year on a farm. From there he 
travelled on to Scotland where he worked in a coal 
mine for a couple of years to earn enough money to 
come to Canada. He arrived in Manitoba in 1903 and 
worked in different places wherever jobs were 
available on farms. He also worked on the railroad 
and helped build the railroad from Humbolt, 
Saskatchewan to Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. He 
also worked in Western Ontario near Vermillion 
Bay, Ontario. He made his home in Beausejour 
where his friends were located. 

In 1907 Gottlieb Rattaiandhiswife Louise (nee 
Bohlman) came to Canada, bringing with them 
their daughter Justina. They made their home in 
Green Bay, Manitoba. It did not take long for 
Gustave Schewe to find Justina. They were married 
on June 7, 1908 by Pastor Fuerst. Witnesses were 
Fredrick Rattai and Lydia Briese. Gustave Schewe 
was born on December 25, 1881. Justina was born 
August 15, 1891. They bought a small farm from 
Henry Witzke which was on the east side of Green 
Bay and also on the east side of the Brokenhead 
River. This was a beautiful place in the woods. They 
had a little two room log house to live in, and a small 
barn for their stock. Gustave and Justina had 11 
children. 

In 1909, on April 10th, their first son was born. 

50th anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. Gustave Schewe. 
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They named him Rudolph. They had to work very 
hard to make a living. After a number of years the 
family increased to six boys and five girls, namely: 
Rudolph, Adolph, Herman, Arnold, Olga, Elsie, 
Velma, Sophie, Edmund, Norman and Esther. 

Gustave and Justina bought more land to 
expand so that they would have enough work for 
their increasing family. Naturally, they had to build 
a larger home. At thattime, they were able to go into 
the woods and haul out more logs. By that time, I, 
Rudolph Schewe, was big enough to help. 

At the age of 15 years I was asked to go into the 
Ministry by Pastor Harms who came out from the 
Seminary of Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. But lacking 
money and being the oldest in the family, I had to 
stay and help my parents at home. 

Schewe brothers: Rudolph, Herman, Arnold, Eddie and 
Norman. 

Schewe sisters: Olga, Elsie, Esther, Velma and Sophie. 



I married Lydia Neiser on February 17,1935. I 
was a building contractor in Beausejour. My wife 
and I had two children, Magdaline and Zeke. 

Magdaline married John Nordstrom. They are 
presently living in Edmonton, Alberta. Magdaline 
works in the Royal Bankin Edmonton, and John is a 
mechanic. They have two daughters, Janet and 
Ingrid. 

Zeke Schewe is an electrician in Stettler, 
Alberta. He married Lorraine Vincient from 
Killarney, who is a nurse. They have one son, Mark, 
and one daughter, Heather. 

I was very active in the St. Paul's Green Bay 
Zion Lutheran Church. Gustave and his family 
were also very active in church life. Gustave served 
on the church council for nine years. 

Gustave and Justina's second child, Herman, 
married Sarah Gaetz from Lydiatt, Manitoba. They 
have three children: Diane Georgina, Ronald 
Richard and Garry Kenneth. Diane married William 
Miller from Winnipeg. They have two children, 
Christopher and Jason. Ronald married Gladys 
Reinhardt from Sprague, Manitoba. Garry married 
Nina Judd from Winnipeg, Manitoba. They have 
three children: Kenneth, Jeffrey and Keri-Lynn. 

Gustave and Justina's third child, Arnold, 
married Beatrice Remus from Emerson, Manitoba. 
They have two children: Lenora Beatrice and 
Robert Arnold. Lenora married Donald Nicol from 
Domionion City, Manitoba. They have two 
children, Shawn and Jason. Robert Schewe is 
unmarried. 

Gustave and Justina's fourth child, Olga, 
married Otto Witzke. They had six children: Edwin, 
Gordon, Allan, Myrtle, Margie and Richard. Edwin 
married Livia Melynachuk. They have two children, 

Ralph and Brenda. Gordon married Victoria 
Nahaczewski. They have two children, Susan and 
Leanne. Allan Witzke married Sharon Antymis 
from Beausejour, Manitoba. They have three 
children: Scott, Shawn and Nicole. Myrtle married 
Romie Shewega from Revelstoke, B.c. They have 
two children, Jamie and Debora. Margie married 
George Aitkenhead. They have two children, Lee 
and Tara. Richard married Bonnie Kellet. They 
have one daughter, Kerry. 

Elsie Schewe was a housekeeper all her life. She 
is now retired. 

Velma, Gustave and Justina's sixth child, 
married Kenneth Sullivan. They have two children, 
Julie and Jack. Julie married James MacKenzie of 
Winnipeg. Jack married Nancy Buckles. 

Gustave and Justina's seventh child, Sophie, 
married David Fresorger. They have one child, Iris. 
Iris married Hugh Pearman of Ottawa. 

Gustave and Justina's eighth child, Edmund, 
married Mary Alice Ulman. They have four 
children: Anita Marie, Susan Kathleen, Barbara and 
Andrew. 

Gustave and Justina's ninth child, Norman, 
married Lorraine Schroeder. They have four 
children: Leslie, Brian, Karen and Kevin. Leslie 
married Annette Nowakoski. Brian married 
Deborah Martin and they have one son, Kyle 
Bryant. 

Gustave and Justina's tenth child was Esther. 
She married William Shewaga of Revelstoke, B.c. 
They have four children: Duane, Lorie, Cathy and 
Bradley. 

By: Rudolph Schewe. Mr. and Mrs. Gustave 
Schewe 50th wedding anniversary Johnny, Rudy, 

Zeke, Maggie, Lydia & Lorraine 

Johnny, Maggie, Rudy, Lydia, Zeke, Lorraine. 
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Michael Golembioski Family History 

Michael Golembioski was born in Narol, 
Poland in 1861. He attended school there. When he 
grew up he took arm y training. He also had a trade in 
brick making. 

Michael married Anna Stupak. They had three 
children: George, Mary and John. Michael, Anna, 
and their children came to Canada. They arrived in 
Winnipeg in 1899 and settled in the Ladywood area 
on the west side of the Brokenhead River. Here was 
good land and timber in abundance. He purchased 
additional land across the right of way which was 
the only (road clover) trail in existence on the east 
side of the river. There he moved and built his 
permanent buildings. Together with his wife and 
children, he cleared more land and continued 
farming, raising stock and good crops. He served on 
the local school board for Ivan Arden School which 
was later renamed "Rattray" and helped in the 
construction of the first Roman Catholic St. Peter 
and Paul Church of Ladywood. As the years went by 
Michael and Anna had nine more children: Cecelia, 
William, Beatrice, Carrie, Katie, Jessie, Henry, Jean 
and Anne. They all attended the local school. They 
had many hardships throughout their life but 
managed to overcome them. 

Michael passed away on April 26, 1935. His 
wife, Anna, on August 27,1948. 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Golembroski. 
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George, the eldest, married Mary Adamicki. 
He taught school in Elma and Tolstoi. They later 
moved to Winnipeg where he was employed as a 
stationary engineer for the CP.R., Crescent 
Creamery and Domtar Chemicals until his 
retirement. They raised eight children: Eva, Cecelia, 
Caroline, Ted, Florence, Lucy, George Jr., and 
Frank. Eva married August Phillips (now deceased). 
They had three children. Cecelia married Bernard 
Smith. They had five children. Cecelia is now 
deceased. Caroline married Michael Marciniev. 
They have two sons. Ted served in the Second 
World War. He and his wife have three children. 
The above live in Winnipeg. Florence married Glen 
Standen. They have two daughters, and reside in 
Winnipeg. Lucy was with the CW.A.C in the 
Second World War. She married Don Olfrey. They 
have four daughters and live in Victoria, B.C 
George Jr. is married to Phyllis Smith. George is 
employed by CN.R. and they have three children. 
They live in Winnipeg. Frank is married to Kay 
Morris. They have three children. He is self
employed in Winnipeg. 

Mary married Anton Luy of Cromwell. They 
moved to Winnipeg and later to Detroit, Michigan 
where he was employed. They are both deceased. 

John married Beatrice Zubrzycki. They 
farmed in Brokenhead one half mile from home. 
John planed lumber for many years. He also drilled 
wells for people in the community. He was a self
taught mechanic and was always willing to help 
others in that capacity. They had two children, 
Eleanore and John Jr. Eleanore married Alex 
Okrainic and is on the staff at the Manitoba Dental 
College. Alex is in Real Estate and does Wood Craft. 
They have one daughter, Bonnie Lyn. She is 
married to Danny Siemens and they live in 
Winnipeg. John Jr. is married to Mary Joba.They live 
and farm on his father's home place. They have 
three children: Melody, Debra and Ian. Melody and 
Debra are married and Ian attends high school in 
Beausejour and helps his parents on the farm. 

Cecelia married Stanley Martini of Cromwell. 
Stanley taugh t school in Rattray and Cromwell. He 
had an implement dealership in Beausejour. They 
had two children, George and Eleanore. Stanley, his 
wife, and the children, moved to Michigan where he 
operated a service station. Stanley passed away in 
1950. 

William went to Detroit, Michigan. He took up 
mechanical drafting. Returning to Canada, he 
married Caroline Shumilak. They bought a farm in 
the neighbourhood and made their home there. 
While operating the farm, William worked on 
different construction projects. His wife Caroline 



was in the catering business. They raised four 
children: Virginia, Wilfred, Sylvia and Larry. 
William is now deceased. 

Beatrice married Joseph Sitar. They farmed in 
Elma until their retirement. They now live in Lac du 
Bonnet. They have eight children: Edward, Helen, 
Eleanore, Casey, Ted, George, Celia and Joan. 
Edward was in the armed forces overseas in the 
Second World War. He and his wife Ruby live in Lac 
du Bonnet with their children. The rest of the 
children are married and live elsewhere. 

Carrie married John Harbaty of Julius and 
moved to Detroit, Michigan where he was 
employed as a foreman at the Ford Motor 
Company. While John lived at home, he and his 
father, who was one of the very early settlers of 
Julius district, worked for the C.P.R. Later,Johnand 
Carrie returned to Canada and purchased land in 
Essex, Ontario. They raised one daughter, Dolores. 
She is a nurse. Dolores married Jim Winne. They 
have two children, Tammy Ann and Jamie. Jim is 
district Manager for Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Co. They live in Michigan. 

Katie married Tony Jedziniak. They were in 
the tailoring business. Both are now deceased. 

Jessie and Henry never married. Jessie lives in 

M.Golembioski family. 
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Mulvihill and Henry is deceased. 
Jean married Roy DeWerff and lives in Dixon, 

Illinois. Roy was employed as a lineman with 
Commonwealth Edison. He served overseas with 
the American Armed Forces. On his return home, 
he went back to his job which was kept open for him. 
Jean is retired andis a hospital volunteer. Roy passed 
away in 1978. 

Anne married John Struss. They own the 
family farm and live in Ladywood. They also 
purchased more land in the ensuing years. John was 
employed by the Federal Government, and he also 
worked on construction. They have one son, 
Winston. He took architectural drafting. He 
married Eileen Patzer. Winston was employed with 
the Province of Manitoba, Water Resources, and 
also with the Northern Electrical Development 
project as chief draftsman and office Engineer, and 
later as a technical assistant for Genstar 
Construction. Presently he is operating a franchise 
rug and upholstery dealership. Eileen is employed 
by Comcheq as a key punch operator. They have 
two children, Darren and Cheryl. 

Those hardy pioneers will be remembered for 
their contribution to this country. 

By: Anne Struss (nee Golembioski). 



Kyryk Family History 

Luke Kyryk, the father of John Kyryk, was 
born on October 27,1858 in Brody and the Town of 
Leshnow in the Western Ukraine (at that time 
known as Austrian Ruthenia). He married Melanie 
Huncharyk (born in Leshnow on January 31, 1861) 
and had several children before they immigrated to 
Canada on the freighter "Christania" in April of 
1896. Two of Luke Kyryk's offspring, Alexander 
and Andrew, died at young ages, but three others, 
Mary (born in July of 1888), Kate (born in 1891) and 
John (born on October 3,1895), survived to make 
the journey to Canada. A fourth surviving 
descendant of Luke and Melanie Kyryk, Anthony, 
was born in Brokenhead on January 31, 1898. 

John Kyryk's early years were 
marked by the death of his mother, 
Melanie, on January 3, 1903, an event 
that contributed to an early sense of 
self-reliance. He was apt to reminisce 
that, due to the absence of a mother, 
and the lonely hours spent by his 
father farming, itwas often necessary 
to chase and kill his supper, invariably 
an unfortunate fowl in the family 
coop. 

John ran away from home at the age of 12 to, as 
he put it, "see the country", and stowed away on a 
c.P. freight car due east. It took three months for his 
father to locate and retrieve him. 
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After his father's remarriage in 1912 to Kate 
Dudinsky (children, Steve and Nellie Kyryk), John 
decided to strike out for himself and worked as a 
railroad labourer for the next five years. Then he 
followed the example of his younger brother, 
Anthony (Anton), and went to the United States to 
travel and work. 

After holding several jobs in the U.S., including 
that of a cement mixer in La Salle, Illinois, he 
returned to Canada in 1921 and took up 
employment as a boilermaker for the C.P.R.; a job 
that he held until his retirement in 1959. 

John Kyryk married Mary Yurysti of 
Brookbank, Manitoba in 1928. They had two 
children, Adeline Elva (born in 1928) and Norma 
Olive (born in 1933). In addition to providing for and 
raising a family, John was occupied in his spare time 
by his interest in ancient archeology and history. He 
compiled a number of collections of drawings of 
ancient and classical art, and compiled several 
geneologies of noted antiquarians. John continued 
these pursuits in retirement; the last 15 years of 
which were spentinNorth Vancouver, B.C., where 
he lived with his daughter, Norma, and her 
husband, Everest Joseph Lawrence Bawchouz, and 
their son, John William (born in Winnipeg on July 7, 
1957). 

John K yryk died on February 15, 1980 in North 
Vancouver, B.c. after a lengthy illness, having led a 
full and useful life. He was predeceased by his 
father, step-mother, half-brother Steve, half-sister 
Nellie, his two older sisters, Mary (she married and 
had five children) and Kate (unmarried), and his 
wife, Mary. He was survived by his brother, Anton, 
daughters, Adeline and Norma, and his grandson, 
John William. 
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ElIapxiH: 
Dioecesis: 

IIoBiT: Numerus: 
Districtus : 

eBi.llfJIITBO ypOJlIfH 

Testimonium orius 

YpSlt n8poxisnaHil o6p. rp.-J<&T. . ... :1""c .. £~".0-ti...{;l.l"' 
Ex parle officii parochfalis r. gr.·cath. 

aaSBlJJl9, mo B !tBBrax MeTPJlRUItBBX Toi IlepKBIi. TOloC .. ~ .• JJ[_'" ...... . 
notum testatumque fit, in Iibris metticaJibus huju5 EcC'lc~r.re tomo 

, Anno Domino 

: Millesimo 
iD ril;'JehTt.J!' 
(()\O ~J.1,I''I\If:.''''(,o. 
18e~!"-"'1J I)t,~ 
J2<~. U,ii . 

CTOp. 
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Parochia: 

Go 
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HaxolUlTLCH C.IIillYiOlJO: 

repcriCi sequenll;t: 

PO)(B'li xpe-

Quas testimoniales manu propria subscribo sigilloque Ecclesiae parochialis corrobClro 
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-OF"NEl'O KA:-r"r'TX',..-n~-. ,,-."""l. ........r.--o_ ..... 11 _ .• , 

.. ~ ~ "~!.'.1".r.. . . . -1' .:. : '!- :,(-,.", ~.; ""'. I ~ ~-..;';or. d,r' ..... ~ 

(bv. &rATS. CAN .• C. 113, S. 13.) 

: ~olUtnton of ~anadll. l 
~rolltntt of ~anttoba. 

··IN THE .... ~~~~£~~4~ .. 

~ 

has complied with the several requirements of The Naturalization Act, and has duly resided 

in Canada fox the period of ./ d~ years. And whereas the 

certificate grauted to the said ~ /r:yrz.rh ~ Iff~~ 
under the tenth section of the said Act has been duly read iu open Court. and thereupon 

by order of the said Court. has been filed of record in the same pursuant to the said Act . . < 

This is thcreforc to ccrtify to all wi IOn I it JJ1"Y concern, that under and hy vIrtue of 

. _ •..• the said Act, ~A4 tf-Y"y,-;' ~.f ;rf!'ur!t;'''/''A.J(~' V-, .,.,,/ has 
"!'.:~l'l)lIll~ U.LrIl,;"",.(u a: .. ii.'J;liL1:-.'; :', ' ,. '.' . ..". . 

• .J '. 111 I.~ I' • 

::; other rights powers ad' '1 d '. .. . 
I. ,. n PTIVI eges, an IS slbJect to all oblIgatIons to \VIIlC'1 a natllral hom 

~~ .,. British snbject is entitled or subject within ~anada, with this ql1alificatiou;that he shall lIot, 
when within the limits of the r . S f h' h h b' . . . 10relgn tate. w Ie e was a su ~ect (or Cltlzeu) prevIous 
to the date hereof be dee d t b B" J b' . . . • DIe 0 e a TltlS J 5U ~ect nnless he has ceased to be a subject (or 

cItIzen) of that State, in pursuance of tli! laws thereof. or in pursuance of a treaty or 
convention to that effect. 

day 
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Marlin Cheop Family History 

Martin Cheop was born on October 25, 1868 
and his wife Suzanna was born on September 23, 
1875. Both Martin and Suzanna were born in the 
town of Narol, Poland. They immigrated to 
Canada in 1900 with their one daughter, Julia. 
Their first place of residence was Winnipeg. Here 
they lived until 1907. During that time, three 
more children were born: William, Frank and 
Stanley. 

In July of 1907, Mr. Cheop and his family 
moved to Beausejour, taking up residence at the 
west end of town. Here they rented a house from 
Joseph Perozek. They occupied this house until 
just before 1910. They then bought a small house 
situated on a lot in the north end oftown. More 
children were born here: Joseph, John, Bertha, 
Casimir, Stephanie and Elsie. There was now a 
family of ten children. 

Times were particularly hard, and work was 
scarce. Mr. Cheop was happy to take any 
employment. He worked on the c.P .R. during the 
summer, harvesting, and in the Beausejour Brick 
Factory. During a most critical time he worked in 
Brightstone clearing land with a grub hoe. There 
was no means of going to and from Brightstone 
except walking. It would take almost 12 hours to 
walk there from Beausejour. 

Mr. Cheop became ill and unable to work. 
There was no government assistance and it was a 
problem to feed such a large family. Some of the 
older children were out working and contributed 
to the support of the family. Mr. Cheop's health 
continued to worsen. His only wish was to live 
long enough so as to spend his last Christmas with 
his family. He died December 26, 1920. Mrs. 
Cheop died on October 17, 1947. 

Joseph learned the printing trade, having 
worked for several newspapers. He returned to 
Beausejour and worked for the Town of 
Beausejour and the R.M. of Brokenhead 
Municipal offices. He was also County Court 
Clerk for the Eastern Judicial District, and the 
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Justice of the Peace. For a number of years he was 
the Secretary of the Beausejour School District, 
and the Beausejour Hospital. He was also district 
agent for the Motor Vehicle Branch. He served in 
the armed forces during W.W.II. Now retired, he 
lives in the family home in Beausejour. 

William left for Chicago in 1925. He married 
Pearl Kolatz of Chicago. They had two children. 
William died in 1980. 

Julia married Joseph Seredynski in 1914. He 
was a C.P.R. section foreman in Molson. They had 
five children. Casimir is a pharmacist in Flin Flon. 
Adolph and Leon were with the meteorlogical 
Bureau in B.C. Leon is now deceased and Adolph is 
retired and lives in Saskatoon. Elsie married 
Casimir Golebeski of Molson. He was a C.P.R. 
conductor and is now retired. They have one 
daughter, a registered nurse in Thunder Bay. 
Agnes married Allan Ward. They reside in 
Cannon Falls, Minnesota. They have no children. 
Frank is retired from c.P. Telegraphers, and is 
living in Kenora, Ontario with his wife, the former 
Mary Rumak of Beausejour. They have two sons, 
Frank Jr. and Paul. Frank Jr. is an architect in 
Edmonton, and Paul a pharmacist in Steinbach. He 
is married and lives in Steinbach. Stanley married 
Gladys Thompson of Winnipeg. He was with the 
c.P. telegraphers. They have three sons: David, a 
lawyer in the law firm of Schwartz, McJannet, 
Weinberg and Riley; Allen of Winnipeg; and Larry, a 
musician in Toronto. Stanley died in March of 1978. 

John marri!,!d Muriel Mitchell of Beausejour. 
He was a c.P.~~ station agent. They had two 
daughters. John died in 1980. Bertha is unmarried 
and living in Thunder Bay. 

Casimir is retired and living in Vancouver. 
He has two daught:ers: Stephanie is married to 
Ralston Rohey of Port Coquitlam, B. C. They have 
one son. Stephanie served in the Canadian Armed 
forces in Canada during W.W.II. Casimir's other 
daughter, Elsie, married Harvey Stephanson of 
Winnipeg. He is a machinist. They have one son. 



P. Chorney Family History 

Prokop Chorney was born on October 17, 
1867 in Austria. His father died when he was quite 
young. His widowed mother came to Canada in the 
mid 1890's with her parents and her two sons, 
Onafrey and Prokop. They settled at Vita, except 
for Prokop who went to Brokenhead. 

Prokop Chorney married Nellie (Anastasia) 
Tymchuk in 1897. He was given 80 acres ofland by 
her father, Kirilo Tymchuk. Kirilo (1834-1922) 
Tymchuk, his wife Irene (who died in 1912), their 
two daughters, Irene (died in 1906 at the age of 16) 
and Nellie, and one son John had come from 
Brzozow, Poland. They settled near Emerson 
where they experienced a narrow escape from a 
bush fire. All their belongings were destroyed and in 
order to escape they took a ladder and crawled into a 
well. Potatoes which were already plan ted were dug 
up and eaten while the peelings were replanted. 

Prokop and Nellie raised a family of 10: Anne 
(Mrs. John Gerylo) of Walkleyburg; Nick; William; 
John; Minnie (Mrs. Paul Kellar) of Winnipeg; Mike; 
Mary (Mrs. Walter Stegmaur) of Winnipeg; Pearl 
(Mrs. Sidney Alston) of Toronto; Steve; and Peter. 

To supplement their food supplies, the 
Chorney boys became expert woodsmen and 
hunters keeping the family well supplied with 
venison, rabbits and wild fowl. The woods also 
supplied various types of berries and mushrooms 
which were dried and used during winter. 

Mike and Bill became skilled trappers and 
supplemented their income with the sale of wild 

pelts. When no longer in school, the older boys 
would go to the "bush camps" for the winter, 
where John, Bill and Nick cut and swamped timber, 
while Mike worked as camp cook. 

The Chorney family attended school in 
Brokenhead. Later their address was changed to 
Dencross. A post office and a store were located 
where Highways 317 and 12 North meet. The 
proprieter of the store was John Dehn and the 
location, being a crossing, was therefore called 
"Dencross". 

Prokop Chorney died on December 6, 1942 
and his wife Nellie died on August 12, 1958. Mike 
lives on the homeplace in the original house which 
was built in the early 1910's by a Mr. Harasymchuk. 

Bill lives at the site first settled by Kirilo 
Tymchuk (NW 12-15-7E). He married Sophie 
Buchka on October 12, 1937. They have four 
children: Ernie (born 1938) of Surrey, B.C., married 
to Agnes Lesosky of Thalbery in 1959. They have 
two sons, Dwain and Darin. Elsie (1940) married 
Daniel Mosquin of Brokenhead in 1961. Their 
family consists of one daughter, Geraldine, four 
sons: Vern, Lyndon, Darcey and Daniel Patrick, and 
one grandson Ryan Scott. Norman (1943) of 
Winnipeg married to Myrtle Bendera of Thalberg in 
1963. They have three sons: Kevin, Todd and Dean. 
Garry (1947) of Winnipeg married to Eloise 
Omichinski of Ladywood in 1968. They have one 
son,Jason. 

Chorney Family 
Sitting: Grandad (Prokop) and Grandma (Nellie) Chorney. Left to right, standing: Mary, John, Bill, Nick, Steve, Peter, Mike, 
Minnie. Back row, (behind): Pearl and Annie. 
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Henry Schroeder Senior Family History 

Henry Schroeder was born in Russia on 
January IS, 1873 and was baptized in the Lutheran 
faith. At 19 years of age, he took the passport which 
was meant for his older brother, and left for Canada. 
Edward, whose family at the last minute decided not 
to go, stayed in Russia. Henry took an extra shirt 
and pair of pants from his brother, and left on a train 
for Canada without saying any goodbyes to the rest 
of his family. 

In winters he worked in the bush and during 
the summer months, on farms. He worked for an 
English family in the Niche, North Dakota area. 
This is where he learned the English language. He 
married Julianna Dreger on March 10, 1900 at 
Gretna, Manitoba. Julianna was born on July IS, 
1879 in Volhynia, Russia, and was baptized and 
confirmed in the Lutheran faith. Julianna immi
grated to Canada in 1896. She worked in North 
Dakota for four years for German people and never 
learned to read or write the English language. 

They moved to Rosenfeld, Manitoba, where 
they farmed until 1904. Here two children (Martha 
and Theodore) were born. 

Then Henry and his parents, Stanley and 
Karoline - who in the meantime had immigrated 
with his brother, Edward, and family - moved to 
Green Bay (15-13-8E) on the west side of the 
Brokenhead River. Their neighbours there were 
Peter Rattai to the south of them and Mike 
Bachman, Guss Rattai and Henry Witzke to the 
north of them. It was here that another son, 
Edward, was born. They lived there only a short 
while. Their next move was to 19-13-8E. They 
stayed for one year. This land was later sold to the 
Tonn family. At present this farm belongs to 
William Scheer. 

From there they moved to 15-13-8E on the east 
side of the Brokenhead River. After the death of 
Henry's father, his mother lived in a small house on 
their yard. Here they farmed for 32 years. For 
another three years they farmed at Lydiatt on the 
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land they had previously purchased for their son, 
Theodore, who had died in 1927. This farm is now 
owned by Ernie Schoenberger. Giving up the 15-13-
8E farm to their youngest son, Henry Jr., they 
moved back across the road from their son, Edward, 
for one summer before taking up residence in 
Beausejour. They moved to Third Street North and 
then later to the corner of First Street and Ash 
Avenue. Here they lived until Henry's death. 

After the death of Henry on December 20, 
1962, Julia spent some time with her daughters, and 
then moved to Lions Lodge. With her health failing, 
on November 12, 1974 she went to the Lutheran 
Nursing Home in Winnipeg. In December of 1976, 
Julia came back to Beausejour to East Gate Lodge. 
There she resided until her death on Feburary 26, 
1978. 

Mr. and Mrs. Schroeder took an active interest 
in St. Paul's Lutheran Church, being one of the 
pioneer builders of the church. Before a church was 
built, services were held in the homes. The 
Schroeder home was among them. 

Henry Schroeder Sr. taught Sunday School, 
conducted choirs, the congregational band, and 
conducted reading services in the absence of the 
pastors. Also, he taught confirmation classes and 
tried a youth choir. In recognition of outstanding 
service to the congregation at Green Bay, he was 
presented with a medallion by Pastor Moertelme
yer. After moving to Beausejour, the Schroeders 
became members of the Zion Lutheran Church. 

They were blessed with 12 children: Martha 
who married Edward Zielke; Theodore who died in 
1927; Edward who married Ida Rattai; Edith who 
married August Kletke; Minnie who married 
Andrew Kern; Henry who married Alvina Eckert; 
Daniel who died in infancy; Velma who married 
Paul Hastman; Wanda who married Leo Jeske; Elsie 
who married Herman Hastman; Waldarina who 
married Harry Steinke; and Hannah who married 
William Rogers. 



Edward Schroeder Jr. Family History 

Edward Schroeder, son of Henry Schroeder 
Sr. and Julianna Dreger, was born on September 7, 
1905. He was baptised and confirmed in the 
Lutheran faith. He attended school at Green Bay. 

If illness and cold weather did not keep them 
away from school, they attended most of the 
winter. Being one of the oldest in the family, when 
help was needed at home, Edward was kept from 
school. One winter was missed entirely because of 
pneumonia. Miss Emon, the school teacher at the 
time, kept him at the teacherage so that he had a 
chance to recover. Punishment in school came in the 
form of a long hickory stick across the back. Edward 
quit school at 13 years of age. At 11 years of age he 
was pitching sheaves. Mrs. Bachman was amazed 
that he kept up to her, even if she put in two at a 
time. At the age of 11 he also helped his Dad cut oaks 
two feet in diameter. 

In 1924 Edward spent the summer on a 
Saskatchewan farm. He worked for a monthly wage 
of $50.00, and during the harvest his wages were 
$.50 per hour. One year he spentin the bush cutting 
logs in Ontario near Thunder Bay. 

On February 12, 1930 he married Ida Rattai 
who had been born on December 31, 1909. Her 
parents were Gustave Rattai and Leocadia Theise. 
Ida was also brought up in the Lutheran faith. She 
attended school at Green Bay, walking the two 
miles in winter with rubber boots that usually were 
frozen to her feet by the time she arrived at school. 
In summer, if the handed down shoes did not fit, she 
could always go barefoot. She quit school at the age 
of 14 years. One winter she went to do housework 
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in the City for four months. The lady for whom she 
worked was going to send her to cooking school, but 
spring came and they needed help on the farm again. 

The first year they were married, Edward and 
Ida, lived with Edward's parents, while their house 
was being built on 14-l3-8E. The first year they 
lived in the house with just outside walls put up. Ida 
saved money for a pair of shoes, but when the 
horses needed a harness, she gave up her shoes for a 
harness. In 1935 they built a large barn. It was built 
with a high round span roof which is still there 
today. 

Edward and Ida belonged to St. Paul's 
Lutheran Church and later to Zion Lutheran 
Church. Edward was a school trustee. He was also 
on the church council and in the church choir. Ida 
belonged to the ch urch ladies group. Every once in a 
while during winter months, the teachers would 
put on a dance at school, finding local talent to play. 

In 1970, being semi-retired, they moved to 
Town, keeping 130 acres to farm until 1978. 

Their marriage was blessed with five children: 
Lorraine was born on November 16; 1932; she 
married Norman Schewe, and now lives on the 
home farm 14-l3-8E; Alfred Gordon was born 
March 8, 1936, and married Beverly Patluck, and 
now lives in Kamloops, B.c.; Richard Kenneth was 
born March 22, 1939 and married Olga Kushnir and 
now lives in Winnipeg; Margaret Helen was born 
July 9, 1943, married Vernan Landgraff, and now 
lives in Winnipeg; and Jeanette Irene, born April 2, 
1945, married Daniel Gregg and now lives in 
Winnipeg. 



Sinnott Family History 

Michael Sinnott was born in Wexford, Ireland 
around 1819. He died in 1916. 

He came to Toronto as a young man. He was a 
contractor. He also had some race horses. He was 
married twice and in later years moved to Winnipeg 
where he lived until his death at 97. He is buried in 
St. Mary's Cemetery. He had three children: 
Sylvester, Margaret and John, all born in Toronto. 

John Michael Sinnott was born in Toronto on 
December 29, 1861. In 1882 he came to Winnipeg 
from Toronto. He worked as a butcher for a short 
time while he had a homestead at East Selkirk. He 
later moved to Beausejour district and married 
Margaret Hoban in 1893. They lived on a farm in 
Sinnott (later changed to St. Ouens) as there was 
another station called Sinnott in Saskatchewan. 
John never really farmed himself, but he had men 
working for him. He went into construction, 
supplying the C.P.R. with railroad ties, whichhecut 
east of Beausejour. The big fire in 1897 burned 
everything in the area, but fortunately his farm and 
the wood camps were not touched. 

John left the C.P.R. in 1899 to contract with 
McKenzie and Mann, who were building the 
Canadian Northern Railway (later part of the 
C.N.R.) west of Dauphin. He liked the country 
there so well that he, along with Rod McKenzie, 
bought a farm in the townsite of what is known as 
Grandview and divided it into lots for buildings. He 
moved his family, wife, son Frank, and daughter 
Annie, to Grandview. 

A few years later he started a sawmill at 
Shortdale, Manitoba, 18 miles west of Grandview. 
He had two more daughters, Rita born in 1907 and 
Lila born in 1908. He built hotels at Kamsack and 
Canora, Saskatchewan, and resided alternately 
between those points and Grandview. He moved 
back to Winnipeg in 1920, but still had his interests 
in the west. In 1922, he moved back to Grandview 
until 1927 when he returned to Winnipeg and 
resided there until his death in 1944. Grandma 
Sinnott died in 1936. 

John Sinnott spent some time on Lake 
Winnipeg and had a camp there in order to look for 
timber. He had meat for the camp stored in barrels 
at a short distance from camp. One day his cook told 
him some animals were taking the meat, so early 
next morning just before daybreak, John was 
waiting with a gun and when he saw several 
shadowy forms around the barrels, he fired and ran 
back to camp. Later they discovered it was some 
dogs that belonged to Indians further up the lake. It 
wasn't long until the Indians came to see who had 
killed their dogs. The Indians would not go away 
until they were paid in tobacco and food. The cook 
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was married to an Indian so was able to in terpret for 
them and explained that they thought the dogs 
were wolves. 

Once, while in Selkirk, John was 
in a hotel and an American was there. 
The American was quite a boaster 
and claimed he could cut a jack in the 
deck of cards with one cut. He put up 
some money for a bet. The American 
returned with a little hatchet, walked 
over to the table with his hatchet and 
brought it down on the deck of cards. 
John took his hand from behind his 
back and showed him the four jacks 
which he had previously removed. 
Everyone laughed at the American, 
who quickly left and never came back 
to the hotel. 

Jack Sinnott and Beauty Queens of the day. Grand opening of 
Jacks Park Ouly 1,1958). Anybody know who the beauties are? 



The first hotel John built in Canora, 
Saskatchewan, had just been completed and 
furnished. He had insured it, but had not received 
his policy and so went to Winnipeg to see about it. 
Early the next morning, just after he arrived, he got 
a telegram saying that the hotel had burned so he 
went to the insurance company and asked about his 
policy. They told him not to worry as he was 
covered. So he said to the employees, "You heard 
that and you are witnesses to what he said", and 
then he told them that the hotel had burned down 
the night before. 

John Sinnott was responsible for the installa
tion of water and sewer system in Grandview, at 
that time one of the first in rural Manitoba. 

Their son Frank died in 1954. There are the 
three surviving daughters: Mrs. Ann Finlan, Mrs. 

Rita Young and Mrs. Lila Moffat, and many 
grandchildren. 

Sylvester Sinnott was born in Toronto in the 
year 1856. While in Toronto he was employed as a 
firemen. He later moved to Winnipeg where he 
joined the Winnipeg Fire department. While in 
Winnipeg he married Eva Maycumber and shortly 
after they moved to Sinnott, now known as St. 
Ouens. This was where Sylvester's younger 
brother, John had been living. Sylvester and. his 
family lived on the land which is known as the "Prill 
Farm". When John moved west, Sylvester bought 
his farm. 

Sylvester and Eva had five children: Annie, 
Kathleen, Clarence (who died in infancy), John and 
Gordon. Gordon is the only surviving member of 
the family. He resides in Windsor, Ontario. 

Okalita Family History 

Anton Okalita was born in 1867 in the 
Ukraine. The Okalita's main ethnic origin is 
Ukrainian and their religious affiliation was 
Ukrainian Catholic. Anton married Anna Sawchuk. 

Anna was born in 1872 in the Ukraine. The 
Sawchuk's main ethnic origin was Ukrainian and 
their religious affiliation was Ukrainian Catholic. 

In 1906 Anton and Anna Okalita and theirfour 
children, Mary, Nellie, Fred and Katie came from 
the Ukraine to Canada. They stayed in Ladywood 
with the Schultz family for a year. They then 
bought 40 acres of bush. They eventually cleared 
the land and farmed. Anton and Anna had four 
more children while in Canada: Francis, Jessie, John 
and Jean. 

Mary married Pete Werlien. They had seven 
children: Jim, Anton, Betty, Nelma, Francis, 
Barbara and Bobby. Nellie married Paul Holow
chuk. They had two children: Milton and Danny. 
Fred married Mary Kazina. They had one daughter, 
Virginia. Katie married Mike Waskin. They have 
one son, Eugene. Francis married Alex Chriss. They 
have two children: Teddy and Kay. Jessie married 
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Bill Nahorny. They had three children: Steve, Olga 
and Norman. John married Mary Boyko. They have 
two sons: Eric and Larry. Jean married Adam 
Laginak. They have one child, Waltra. 

Anton died in 1952 and Anna died in 1962. 

Anton and Anna Okalita 

>.: 



Barbara Prychun oj Garson 

When Barbara Prychun gave birth 
to her fifth child in 1916 she felt death 
might be a blessing. 

The delivery was a harrowing 
experience; she was miles away from 
anyone who could help. 

By the time her 15th child was born, 
she was quite used to managing on her 
own. 

Now nearly 80, Mrs. Prychun, a 
resident of Garson, Manitoba, looks back 
without a single regret. 

"I'm proud of all my children", the 
Ukrainian speaking woman said with the 
help of an interpreter during an 
interview. 

Mrs. Prychun feels the struggle to 
raise her family has brought her a sense 
of fulfillment. Her main concern has 
always been the children and she likes it 
that way. 

Her 15 children "just happened" and 
Mrs. Prychun wasn't about to change the 
course of nature. She said she wouldn't 
consider having an abortion, even 
though she knew of women who did. 

A midwife helped deliver her first 
four children, but when the Prychuns 
moved from Highland, Manitoba, to a 
farm in the Brokenhead area, there were 
no mid-wives close at hand. 

Mrs. Prychun's late husband Anton 
always seemed to be away doing 
carpentry work when the children 
arrived. And since there were no 
neighbours nearby, she was left quite 
alone. 

"I felt I would have rather died than 
lived," she said about the first solitary 
delivery. 

But she thinks women who don't 
have a family are missing out on a great 
deal. 

"I never had time to worry about 
anything else, like politics for example. 
My children kept me busy." 

Women today don't enjoy life as 
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they might, she said. Everything happens 
so fast and there's too much emphasis on 
material things. In the old days the family 
was the vital concern. 

"People used to be happy with what 
they had. Today children get so much and 
they want more." 

Mrs. Prychun said women who 
choose to have a family belong with it. 
They should devote their time and 
energy to their children. 

Born December 14, 1892, in Austria, 
Mrs. Prychun moved with her parents to 
Manitoba at age eight. She first lived in 
Cook's Creek where her father built a log 
cabin for the family. Her strongest 
memories are of "roads and mosquitoes". 

She recalled that her father was 
once a road builder and he was paid $35. 
for three months' work. "We almost 
starved. We had to live on half a bag of 
flour while he was away," she said. 

She married Anton in Highland, 
when she was 17. They lived with her 
parents for 10 years until buying a farm. 

Their farm house had four bed
rooms to accommodate husband, wife, 
and 15 children. Gradually as the children 
got married, the family had more room. 

Mrs. Prychun said she kept bees and 
sold their honey in order to buy clothes 
for herself and the children. She now has 
12 beehives and sells honey for a hobby. 

She also is busy with gardening, 
sewing and knitting. She lives alone and 
does her own cooking. A few years ago 
she dug out a basement for her home. 

She said she owes her long happy life 
to faith in God. "Religion has brought me 
through. I get my strength from it." 

Twelve of Mrs. Prychun's 15 
children are now living. She also has 44 
grandchildren, 38 great grandchildren, 
and" a few" great great grandchildren. 

- Phyllis Freedman 
Winnipeg Free Press 

1972 c. 



Kanarowski Family History 

The first member of the Kanarowski family to 
immigrate to Canada was Stanley and his wife and 
son Victor. Stanley came from the Brody district in 
Poland, where he was a blacksmith by trade. When 
Stanley arrived in Beausejour he opened a 
blacksmith shop. He opened this shop in 1907. 

In 1907 Stanley's father, Konstantin (1845-
1928), arrived in Beausejour. After Konstantin got 
established in Beausejour he sent for his wife Maria 
Pankiw (1857-1941), and their other two sons, 
Joseph and William. 

Konstantin and Maria Kanarowski (c.1920). 

Times were very hard in Canada, with no jobs 
available. In 1909, when William was barely 13, he 
got a job with a local farmer named Jarske. He was 
paid $2.00 a month, plus room and board. After this 
job he took one in the Beausejour Glass Factory, for 
40 cents a day. Some of the glass blowers he 
remembers are John Opyc, Zigmund Miller, John 
Adam, Stanley Wenzoski and Kazinierz Dabrowski. 
ski. 

William was athletically and musically inclined. 
He played for the Beausejour and Garson baseball 
teams. He also played the flute in the Beausejour 
Band. Some of his fellow band members were Paul 
Wojciekowski, Waclaw Kunish, Connie Wolanczyk 
and M. Ehinger. On a few occasions they played 
during the midnight mass in St. Mary's Church in 
Beausejour. 
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William married Frances Mucha. They had 
three children: Helen, Edwin and Edmund. William 
worked at his brother Stanley's shop for a while and 
then tried to work at the Garson Quarries. In 1921 
he quit the quarries and joined Canada Cement. He 
left the company in 1949 and came back to 
Beausejour. Here he opened a blacksmith shop. His 
land was located where the Holy Ghost Catholic 
Church now stands and Lucko Sales is. Upon his 
retire men t he sold the machine shop to the Town of 
Beausejour. It is now the Beausejour-Brokenhead 
Fire Hall. 

William Kanarowski (c.1940). 

Brother Stanley operated his blacksmith shop 
until his death in 1927. It was then taken over by his 
son Victor. Victor married Ada Molinski and he 
stayed with the shop until his death in 1951. The 
property was then sold to McLeods and Agassiz 
Motors. 

Blacksmithing involved mostly work for the 
local farmers. There were plow shares, cultivator 
shoes and harrow teeth to sharpen, set steel tires on 
wagons and also repair and replace wooden spokes. 

Building up plow shares or joining two pieces 
of metal was done by forge welding. This was done 
by heating two pieces of metal, applying borax to the 
joint, then hammering them together until solid. 
Since there were few tractors in the early days most 
of the farm work was done by oxen and horses, 
consequently there was a lot of shoeing to be done. 
In order to shoe the not so cooperative horse, 
Stanley rigged up a sling which suspended the horse 
from the rafters. Since the horse was in this position 



it was almost impossible for him to kick, and shoeing 
was very simple. Blacksmithing was a very essential 
service and as one of the first smiths in the area, the 
Kanarowskis were well known for their excellent 
craftsmanship. 

Some Kanarowski children are still in the area. 
Helen and Zigmund Ehinger live in Winnipeg where 
Zigmund is retired and Helen is a classical piano 

Frances, Helen, Edmund, Edwin (c. 1930). 
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teacher. They have two children, David and John. 
Edwin married Shirley Flekke of Beausejour in 
1959. Shirley's parents came from Carman in 1949 
and in Beausejour her father was the district 
manager for Manitoba Telephone System. Edwin 
and Shirley have five children: Bill, Barb, Susan, 
Sandra and Joe. 

Edwin Kanarowski in front of the Kanarowski Blacksmith 
Shop around 1954. 



John Kulbaba Family History 

John Kulbaba was born September 29,1891 in 
Austria (Celo) Kamionki (Powet) Scalot, the son of 
Metro and Paraska Kulbaba. The entire family 
immigrated to Canada in 1902. John had four 
brothers: James, George, Luka and Bill. He also had 
three sisters: Tekla, Barbara and Pearl. 

His parents settled in the district of Sand Hill, 
Manitoba where as a young boy he worked on his 
father's farm with his brothers. 

On November 22, 1914, John married 
Theadora Kulbaba (a distant relative) better known 
as Feshka, born in Austria on May 2,1895. She came 
to Canada with her parents in 1902. The daughter 
of Fred and Stella Kulbaba, she had two brothers, 
Marko and Maxim and also one sister, Olena. 

After John and Feshka were married they 
continued farming with John's parents for two 
years. 

In 1916 John and Feshka moved to their own 
homestead on Section 9, Township 14, Range 7, 
where they raised a family of six children. Their first 
born was a son, Peter. They had five daughters: 
Anne, Mary, Tennie, Irene and Olga. Peter helped 
work the land with his father. All of their children 
attended school at Sand Hill, Manitoba. 

In 1945 Peter took a job with Burns and 
Company and also continued to help his parents, 
working the land on weekends. He retired from 
Burns and Company in 1980. Anne married Mike 
Kulbaba of Brokenhead, Manitoba in 1938 and 

moved to Winnipeg. They had two daughters, Janet 
and Elizabeth. 

Mary married Nick Didick of West Selkirk in 
1942. They have two children, son Norman 
and daughter Carole. 

T ennie married John Malyna of East Selkirk in 
1948. They have three children: son John Robert 
and daughters, Cheryl and Betty. 

Irene married Joe T rochim of Libau, Manitoba 
in 1953. They have one daughter, Arlene. 

Olga married Leonard Wusoty of Libau, 
Manitoba. They have one son, Darrell. 

John and Feshka farmed in Sand Hill for many 
years and retired in 1961. They then moved to 
Winnipeg to make their home with their daughter, 
Irene and son-in-law, Joe, at 820 Jefferson Avenue, 
where they resided until their deaths. 

Theodora (Feshka) passed away July 11, 1973. 
John passed away November 6, 1973. Their 
daughter, Anne, passed away on September 14, 
1980. 

John and Feshka's children are all residing in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba at the present time. 

Tekla Kulbaba Tarnowski was born on June 
17, 1884 and came with her parents to Canada in 
1902. She worked in Selkirk, Manitoba and then 
later in Winnipeg. She married Prokip Tarnowski. 
They purchased a farm in 1925 next to her brother 
John at Sand Hill, Manitoba. She retired to 
Winnipeg where she passed away in 1969. 

John and Theodora Kulbaba taken on their 55th anniversary. 
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A lexander (Lesko) Tymko Family History 

Alexander Tymko, eldest son of Fred and Eva 
(nee Golonzosky), was born in 1867 in the village 
"Selo" Sochowola in the District "povit" Brody, 
Halychyna, Western Ukraine. He married Mary 
(nee Homycz) in 1895 and shortly after was 
conscripted to serve three years in the Cavalry 
Brigade of the Austrian Government. Upon 
discharge, he pondered the idea of departing his 
homeland as a result of much activity by Agents 
from Canada and Brazil who were promoting 
emigration to their respective countries. 

In 1900, leaving behind his wife and infant 
daughter, Christina, he departed on a fast moving 
mail ship - destination Halifax and then by railway 
to Winnipeg where he applied for homestead patent 
and continued via railway to Beausejour. From here 
he headed on foot to Ladywood, crossed the 
Brokenhead River by log raft (no bridges existed 
then) and continued eastward for approximately 
two miles to his assigned homestead SW 22-14-8E. 

On arrival here his immediate task was having 
shelter and a sod house was constructed. The 
following days and weeks involved the daily tedious 
task of clearing the land of timber with an axe, the 
only tool available. All household needs, including a 
cook stove, were purchased in Beausejour and 
carried home by hand along the trails and paths. To 
soothe his unbearable loneliness he occasionally 
visited his father, Fred, who had settled on the banks 
of the Brokenhead River in the vicinity of the 
Brokenhead School. Here his father had established 
a profitable apiary and mother, Eva, having some 
limited medical knowledge, became the communi
ty's midwife and attended also to the aches and pains 
of the neighbours. Brother, Blasko, farmed in the 
immediate area of his father's apiary. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tymko. 
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Some two years hence, Alexander had cleared 
and cultivated enough land to grow a substantial 
garden and cereal crop. He sent for his wife and six 
year old daughter, Christina, and sold all of their 
possessions, including land, in the Ukraine. Mother 
and child arrived in Canada and their new home in 
1903. A team of oxen was acquired in 1904, replaced 
by a team of horses in 1906, at which time a larger 
part of the 160 acre homestead was cleared of 
timber and placed under cultivation. 

Not too long after their arrival in the new land, 
a spiritual void became ever evident to these 
religious immigrants. A number of them, including 
Alexander, Father Fred, Brother Blasko, Wasyl 
Holigroski, Roman Kolton and others organized 
and built the Holy Trinity Ukranian Catholic 
Church on the river bank in the vicinity of the 
Brokenhead School. The church was completed in 
1904. 

The children of Alexander and Mary were: 
Christina Semchuk, who passed away in 1980, 
Anne Bass residing in Winnipeg; Michael residing 
adjacent to the original homestead; and Joseph 
residing on the homestead. 

Alexander and Mary Tymko. 



Michael, the eldest son of Alexander and Mary, 
was born in 1911. In 1933 he married Helen (nee 
Zdrill) the eldest child of Joseph and Jessie of Allegra 
area. Michael and Helen made their home and 
farmed on 23-14-8. Their children, Donald and 
David, were born on July 4, 1937 and November 16, 
1941 respectively, and received their formal 
education in the Rattray Elementary, Ladywood 
High, and David also attended the Beausejour 
Collegiate. 

In 1959 Donald married Beatrice (nee Bosak), 
daughter of Michael and Jesse Bosak. They took up 
residence in North Kildonan, a suburb of Winnipeg. 
Donald became active in his community, becoming 
the area Fire Chief, served on a number of 
community committees and the River East School 

Michael and Helen Tymko. 
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Board. He is gainfully employed with the City of 
Winnipeg Fire Department. Their children are: 
Lynne, born in 1960, attending the University of 
Manitoba, Faculty of Education; Timothy, born in 
1961, attending Red River Community College, 
Chemical Technology; Wendy, born in 1962, 
attending Red River Community College, Business 
Administration; Daniel, born in 1964, attending 
River East Collegiate, Grade 12; and Susan, born in 
1968, attending John Pritchard Jr. High, Grade 
eight. 

In 1963 David married Eileen (nee Kafka), 
daughter of Carl and Cecil KaJka of Buchan, 
Manitoba. Prior to his marriage he was with the 
R.CA.F. They reside at 8 Byng Crescent, Pinawa, 
Manitoba where David is active in community 
activities, especially in sports. He is employed with 
the Atomic Energy of Canada, Pinawa, Manitoba. 
They have two children: Pamela, born in 1966, 
attending the Pinawa Secondary School, Grade 11; 
and Curtis, born in 1968, also attending the same 
school, Grade seven. Pamela is an ardent figure 
skater and is gaining renown in the Province. 

Donald Tymko family. 



Nicholas Kozyra Family History 

Nicholas and Maria Kozyra emigrated to 
Canada from the Village of Sieniawa, Djstrict of 
Zbaraz, County of Tarnopol in the Ukraine, in 1901. 
Nicholas was the son of Alexander and Catherine 
Kozyra, born on December 12, 1855. Maria was the 
daughter of Stefan and Alexandra Koltoniuk, born 
on March 1, 1863, 

The children of Nicholas and Maria Kozyra 
were all born in the Ukraine, except for Steve who 
was born in Manitoba. The three girls, Mary, Ann 
and Frances were the oldest followed by the sons, 
Mike, Tony, Harry and Steve. On arrival in Canada 
they settled with Nicholas's brother Peter and his 
family who had emigrated before them and had 
settled along the Brokenhead River, about 12 miles 
north of Beausejour. They stayed with Peter's 
family for about a year and then built a small house 
on a school section near the Rogoski, Roshko and 
Dyma families. In 1902 a bush fire swept through 
the property, destroying their small home and all 
their belongings, and the family was forced to 
relocate at another site owned by the Strobush 
family on the SE 34-14-7E, which they purchased 
for $100. 

By this time the girls had found employment in 
Winnipeg and the boys had helped their father to 

Nicholas Kozyra 
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clear the land and cut logs which were hauled to a 
saw mill at Ladywood, six miles away. The whole 
family contributed in building a small house on this 
new site which was completed in the summer of 
1903. Neighbours lent assistance to the family. 
Steve M urmillo owned a team of horses and wagon 
that hauled the logs to the sawmill. Marian 
Basarabowicz provided Nicholas with a source of 
livelihood in cutting cordwood. 

Finally in 1921 a major change occurred when 
Harry, Michael and Steve purchased a half section 
of land in Starbuck, Manitoba. Due to bad weather 
which resulted in poor crops, the family was soon 
forced to move back to the former farmstead at 
Brokenhead. The girls in the family had married by 
this time. 

Harry Kozyra 2nd generation. 

Mary married Andrew Balczar and they had 
six children and lived in Winnipeg. Ann married 
Michael Misurak. They had four sons and lived in 
Winnipeg. Frances married John Kuczer. They had 
three children and lived in Winnipeg first, later 
moving to Toronto. Mr. Kuczer will be remembered 
for the fact that he made and repaired violins. His 
children too were all musically inclined. Mary 
taught piano, Judy was a singer and Michael taught 
music at the Royal Conservatory in Toronto until 
his death in 1975. 

Tony married Stella Chornencki. They had 
two sons and a daughter and one child that died in 
infancy. Tony operated the Canteen at United 
College for many years and will be remembered by 
students who attended the college during the 50's 
and 60's. 



Steve married Teenie Kozier, daughterofWm. 
Kozier of Ladywood. She taught school for many 
years at White Poplar, Libau and Brokenhead. Steve 
drove truck for the Beausejour Creamery and 
operated a store and Post Office at Brokenhead. 
They had one daughter, Nadia, born in 1939 and 
now living in California. 

Steve Kozyra's Brokenhead Store and Post Office 1947-1952. 

Harry married Katherine Kryschuk of Lady
wood and they had two sons, Peter and Bill. Each of 
the boys taught school for a few years, then turned 
to other means of livelihood. Bill worked for Reimer 
Agencies, an insurance business which he bought in 

Peter Kozyra 3rd generation. 
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1970 and has continued in ever since. He married 
Barbara Baker, daughter of Jacob and Anastasia 
Baker, and they have two children, Bradley and 
Bridget, both presently attending school at 
Beausejour. 

Peter married Edna Krawchuk, daughter of 
Paul and Mary Krawchuk of Brokenhead. They 
lived in Winnipeg for ten years, returning to 
Beausejour in 1961 where Peter has established a 
sign business and acts as an agent for Great West 
Life. They have three children, Michele, Maureen 
and David. 

Michele (Kozyra) Day 4th generation. 

Michele, the oldest daughter, after graduating 
from college worked at the Grain Exchange until 
1975 when she married Dr. Robert Day. They live in 
Winkler. They have two children, Darren and 
Heather. 

Darren and Heather Day, children of Dr.and Mrs.Robert Day 
5th generation. 



Maureen, the second eldest, married Daniel 
Day (Bob's brother) also in 1975, and continued her 
studies at the University of Manitoba, from which 
university she received her Bachelor of Fine Arts 
and Certificate in Education. 

David, the youngest, studied at N.A.I.T. in 
Edmonton, and graduated from that institute in 
1976 with a Diploma in Engineering Design and 
Drafting Technology. He is presently employed asa 
draftsman with Shell Oil Company in Winnipeg. 

Bridget and Bradley Kozyra (1977). 

Kozyra farm 1924. 
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David is married to Connie Thomson, eldest 
daughter of Ruth and Robert Thomson of Stead, 
Manitoba. 

Harry and Katherine moved to Beausejour in 
1966. Katherine worked at the Veterinary Clinic 
until her death in May of 1981. 

The family farm is still owned by Peter and Bill 
and is being rented out. 

By: Peter Kozyra. 



KrukFamily History 

John Kruk was born on December 20,1907 in 
Allegra, Manitoba. He was born to Theophane and 
Palahia (nee Yakimow) Kruk. Theophane was born 
in 1883 in Austria and Palahia was born in 1881 in 
Austria. They farmed for a living. in 1904 
Theophane and Palahia Kruk immigrated to 
Canada from Syhowola, Austria. They lived in 
Brokenhead Municipality for one year, before . 
moving to Allegra and settling on a farm. 

John Kruk started to farm in April of 1930 in 
the Brokenhead Municipality. OnJune 8, 1935 John 
married Annie Holyk. Annie Holyk was born on 
Ma y 18, 1911 on a ship coming to Canada. She was 
born to John and Julie-Hanna (nee Basarab) Holyk. 
John was born in 1860 in Austria and Julie-Hanna 
came to Canada in May of 1911. They livedinLacdu 
Bonnet for some time before buying a farm in 
Springwelt Manitoba. 

John and Annie Kruk had four children: 
Marion, Fern, Stanley and Millie. 

Marion, Fern, Annie, Millie, Stanley, John. 

Marion married Joe Tymko. Joe was born on 
June 12, 1929 in Allegra, Manitoba. He was born to 
John and Ann (nee Melnyk) Tymko. John and Ann 
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also had a daughter, Jean. John was born on 
February 7, 1901 in Brokenhead and Ann was born 
on December 24, 1909 in Brokenhead. They farmed 
for a living. John was born to Basil and Mary (Zdrill) 
Tymko. Basil was born in 1875 in Austria and was a 
farmer. Mary was born in 1877 in Austria and was a 
housewife. Ann was born to Wasyl and Mary (nee 
Modrek) Melnyk. Wasyl was born in 1873 in Austria 
and Mary was born in 1889 in Austria. They also 
farmed for a living. Marion and Joe Tymko have 
three children: Allan, Kelly and Brenda. 

John and Ann Tymko. 

Tymko family: Allan, Brenda, Kelly, Joe, Marion. 

Fern lives in Winnipeg with her two children: 
Rex and Darlene. Fern is employed as a legal 
secretary. 



Stanley lives on the family farm. He married 
Diane Rasmusson. 

Stanley and Dianne Kruk. 

Millie married James Schultz and lives in 
Edmonton, Alberta. They have one son, Jason. 

Millie and James Schultz and Jason. 

Fern and her children, Darlene and Rex. 
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George Sidebottom Family History 

The George Sidebottom family came from 
Yorkshire, England, and settled along the Broken
head River on Sec. 32-14-8E, where Mr. Sidebottom 
served the community as Postmaster during the 
period 1896-1911. He had taken the Post Office 
over from E.A.Dugard who had been Postmaster 
for Brokenhead from 1884-1896. 

The Side bottoms had eight children: Annie, 
who remained single and carried on as Postmistress 
of Brokenhead after her father from 1912-1915; 
Reginald, who married Annie Shaw, the daughter 
of Joseph Shaw Sr.; Ernest, who died at the age of 

The old Sidebottom house and Post Office with George 
Sidebottom Sr. standing. Ukrainian Church in background. 
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four years; George Jr. who married Ida Garland; 
Florence, who married John S. Acaster; Arthur, 
who married Gladys Biddle; Walter; and James. 

Mrs. Sidebottom (Frances Jeffries) died in 1896 
while they lived at Brokenhead and was laid to rest 
near the spot where the old Post Office had been 
loea ted (now Mariash's). The rest of the Sidebottom 
family moved to North Battleford, Saskatchewan, 
around 1915, and Mr. Sidebottom died there in 
1924. 

By: E. Kozyra. 

George Sidebottom Jr. son of the old Brokenhead Post Master 
and John Kryk. Taken at North Battleford in 1959. 



John Beally Family History 

The John Beallys came from Austria at the turn 
of the century and settled with their five children on 
SW 6-15-8E, right along the Brokenhead River. 
Their children were: Mary (Murmillo), Anne 
(Popiel), Paul, Steve and Harry. Their son Paul will 
be remembered for the many years that he and his 
family ran a country store and Post Office at 
Brokenhead, about one quarter of a mile south of 
the original family home where his elderly parents 
lived. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Beally were affectionately 

called "Grandma and Grandpa" by the neighbour
hood children, for whom they always had a warm 
welcome and a treat. They both lived to be over 80 
years of age and are buried in the cemetery at 
Brokenhead. 

The Paul Beally family left Brokenhead in 
1946, lived for a short period in Beausejour, and 
then moved to Detroit, Michigan where Mr. and 
Mrs. Beally lived until their demise. Some of their 
children and grandchildren still reside there. 

By: E. Kozyra. 

John Beally's first house (1901 left) and later house. Taken in 1924. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Beally. 
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H afichuk Family History 

The Hafichuk family moved into Beausejourin 
August of 1969 and became residents from that date 
to the present, residing at 650 William Avenue. 

Ernie was born in Dauphin, Manitoba and 
received his elementary and secondary education 
there. He entered the teaching profession in 1950 
and while teaching, completed his degree programs 
by night course and summer schools. He assumed 
principals hips at: Cranberry Portage, Clearwater 
and Pilot Mound until 1969, at which time he was 
hired as an Assistant Superintendent of the Agassiz 
School Division #13, the position he still holds. 

While teaching in The Pas, Ernie met Lillian 
Wilchowy, who was born in Wakaw, Saskatche
wan She took her training in Lab and X-Ray at St. 
Anthony's Hospital in The Pas. Upon her 
graduation from Lab and X-Ray in 1958, Ernie and 
Lillian were married. They have four children: 
Wesley (22), Andrea (21), and twins Martin and 
Michele (18). All four children have graduated from 

the Edward Schreyer School with -a-Grade 12 
standing. Andrea is presently enrolled at Misericor
dia Hospital in her second year of nurses' training, 
Michele is employed in Winnipeg with Systems 
House Compu ters, Wes is a driverfor Naaykens and 
Martin is employed at CN.Telecommunications 
and has intentions of pursuing further education at 
the University level. 

Ernie and Lillian have taken an active role in 
community and church activities and have devoted 
much time and effort in making the community a 
safer and a better place for their childrens' safety 
and welfare. Ernie served on the Beausejour 
Hospital Board, served on the church board, 
devoted many years as a President and Board 
member of the Beausejour-Brokenhead Memorial 
Arena, is a member of the K of C in Winnipeg, and 
served three years as a councillor on the Town of 
Beausejour Council, 1977 -86~~ 

John Wilgosh Family History 

John Wilgosh was born in Poland near the 
town of Podhajce in 1883. His wife, Margaret Luy, 
was born in Beckersdorf, Austria (later Poland), in 
1890. They immigrated to Canada in 1900 and were 
married in 1908 at St. Peter and Paul Church in 
Ladywood. They began their married life on a small 
forty acre farm in Ladywood given to them as Mrs. 
Wilgosh's dowry by her father, Peter Luy. They 
farmed this land until 1921 at which time they sold it 
to John Ottenbreit. They bought a bigger farm in 
the Cromwell area in 1922 from Joseph Kaszowski. 
Here they stayed until 1931 when due to several bad 
years and other adverse conditions they lost the 
farm to a mortgage foreclosure. From Cromwell 
they moved to Wakleyburg and purchased a 220 
acre farm on which they stayed until 1946. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Wilgosh retired and moved to 
Beausejour. Their family had grown up and moved 
their own separate ways. Three of the sons 
remained in Beausejour. Frank went into the farm 
implement business and later opened a filling 
station. Anton bought out Gretsinger's Blacksmith 
shop and George ran a restaurant and now drives a 
bus for the Canadian Armed Forces Base at Milner 
Ridge. 

The last four years Mr. and Mrs. Wilgosh lived 
with their daughter, Mary Patterson, in St. 
Boniface. Mr. Wilgosh passed away in 1970 and 
Mrs. Wilgosh in 1971. There were 11 children in the 
family: Joseph, Anton, Frank, Stanley, Edward (died 
tn 1971), George, Casmir, John, Bernie, Mary 
Patterson and Ann Kazina. 



Molinski Family History 

Christine and Peter Molinski landed in the 
Winnipeg Immigration Building in 1894 with one 
child. They had left Poland because it was hard to 
make a fair living on about 16 (Canadian) acres, 
with a family to feed. In Winnipeg he worked for a 
while for the C.P.R. Then the Immigration 
Department advised him that there were some 
homesteads available in the Brokenhead area at $10. 
per quarter. Two or three other couples were also 
interested, so the men went to Beausejour and 
walked along a path along the Brokenhead River 
looking at different locations. Peter Molinski chose 
the SW 25-14-7E which was Yz mile west of Staska's 
store and there he built a two-room shack with no 
floor and dry grass for a roof. 

When it rained hard they would 
have to sit under the table. They lived 
on rabbits, partridge and whatever 
they grew in their garden. Peter 
walked to Portage la Prairie looking 
for summer work. He earned a team 
of horses which he also walked back 
home. Then he cleared the land with 
horses and a stump puller. Later he 
built a four room log house where five 
of his children were born. 

In 1915 he bought a steam threshing outfit 
which required a fireman, water-man and a 

Molinski's threshing outfit, 1930. 
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separator man to operate it. He was the only one in 
the neighbourhood who had a thresher, and he 
sometimes threshed from stacks until November. 
Grain prices were good in 1921 and Peter bought a 
new all steel thresher and tractor for about $1,200. 
from Gretzingers in Beausejour. 

When the Hydro line was being built north of 
the Brokenhead School, Peter had a contract to haul 
steel from Beausejour at $2.85 per ton. By this time 
he had eight or nine horses but the road was so bad 
that you sometimes had to hook up four horses to 
get through at certain spots. 

In 1924 Peter built a two-storey house that still 
stands there today. No one lives there since Frank 
passed away and the property has been sold to 

John Molinski in front of his pool room Beausejour, 1935. 
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someone else. 
His son Joe got married in 1929 and moved to a 

farm one mile north of the home place. Son John 
married Martha Peterson in 1933 and opened a Pool 
room at Grand Beach for a short time and then took 
over a Pool room at Beausejour which he bought for 
$950. It had two tables, ice cream freezer and a pop 
cooler. 

Marth Peterson (now Molinski) on steps of (old) Brokenhead 
School where she taught 1932/33. 

Molinski family, 1944. 
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In the spring of 1936 John took his share of the 
farm which was $1,500. in cash and bought a truck 
for $1,290. Gas was $.29 per gallon then. He sold the 
Pool room and went trucking on the No.1 Highway 
which was being built between the Ontario 
boundary and Whitemouth. He then worked 
trucking at Relief Camp at Hawk Lake until the war 
broke out in 1939 and the camps were closed. John 
then bought a piece of land along the highway at 
White mouth from the late Fredrick Zink, who told 
him he could buy it on condition there would be no 
drinking, no dancing and no gambling on the place. 
John and Martha operated their restaurant there 
from the spring of 1940 when they opened it until 
1979 when it was destroyed by fire. 

John and Martha had one son. They still live in 
White mouth where they built a new house after the 
fire. John was appointed Justice of the Peace in 1952 
and he still carries on these duties to date. Of the 
family, Mary and Frank have passed away, and 
Margaret (Wachal), Jennie (Nikodem), Ada (Ku
chinski), Joe and John survive. 

By: John Molinski. 



Gmiterek Family History 

Michael Gmiterek is the second child of Joseph 
and Caroline Gmiterek of Brokenhead. His father 
purchased 80 acres of land at $8.00 per acre and here 
all the children were born and raised. Michael was 
born on October 10, 1910, and later attended 
Rattray School. As a young boy he worked in the 
bush camps near Pine Falls. Providing his own team 
of horses and his board and room, he once earned 
$198.00 working from January 1 to the 19th of 
March. 

Until he was 29 years of age, Michael worked 
with his father. In 1936 he purchased 160 acres of 
land for $700.00. In 1939 he began building a house 
and barn. In 1940 he married Mary Zahurka of 
Riverton, whom he met while Mary was working 
for Walter and Stella Duma, her sister. 

Their first daughter, Joyce, was born in 1942, 
Joan in 1945 and twin daughters in 1949. All the girls 
were born in February. 

The girls attended Rattray School and then 
Beausejour Collegiate for their high school
education. 

Joyce graduated from the Manitoba Teachers 
College in 1961 and taught in Glenmoor for one 

year and then ventured into the big city of 
Winnipeg. She married Norm Jurkow in 1967. They 
have two children, Michael and Gillian, and live in 
Charleswood. 

_ Joan chose nursing as her profession and 
completed her studies at the St. Boniface General 
Hospitalin 1967. She married Joe Schofield in 1971. 
They have three children: Shannon, Neil and 
Lindsay and live in East Kildonan. 

Bernice worked at the Royal Bank in 
Beausejour as well as the Manitoba Telephone 
System. She married Leslie Colmer in 1969. For 
three years they lived in Minneapolis, but now live 
in Selkirk with their two children, Carlisle and 
Chantal. 

Linda became a hairdresser and worked in 
Winnipeg until she met her husband Dick 
Hildebrandt. They were married in 1969. They have 
two children, Jodi and Steven and also live in East 
Kildonan. 

The farm was sold in 1974 and Mary and Mike 
are very much enjoying their new home in 
Beausejour. 

Left to right: Joan, Joyce, Michael, Mary, Bernice, Linda. 
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Frederick and Maria Kintop Family History 

Frederick Kintop was born in Russia on 
December 5, 1886. His hometown in Russia was 
Niespodzianka, near the Town of Tuczyn (Tuchin) 
and City of Rovno, in the Province of Volhynia. He 
served three years in the military (1909-1912) 
under Czar Nicholas II near the seaport city of 
Vladivostok, and in 1913, after having spent a year 
at home with his family, set out for Canada. He 
arrived in Halifax, Nova Scotia, and in Winnipeg in 
June of 1913. He left his family (parents, brother and 
sister) in Russia, never to be reunited, except for 
two sisters, Mrs. Alvina Schade of Winnipeg and the 
late Mrs. Emily Budner of Hamilton, North Dakota, 
U.S.A. 

Frederick was fully bilingual in Russian and 
German. He received his basic education in Russia 
under a non-compulsory attendance system where 
each school day was half in Russian and half in 
German. Basics such as History, Arithmetic, 
Geography, the Languages, Art, etc. were taught. 
Frederick remembered very well people his own age 
from the same community who could neither read 
nor write because of their lack of attendance due to 
being needed at home or for other reasons. 

His wife, Maria Kintop, was born in 
Gretna,Manitoba on September 19, 1901. She was 
the daughter of the late Daniel and Augusta Klann 
(nee Hemminger) of Thalberg, Manitoba. Maria's 
family (brothers and sisters) all lived or are living in 
Canada,in and around the Thalberg area. 

At the time of his arrival in Canada, Frederick 
spent some time in the immediate Greenwald 
area,namely with his uncle and aunt (Michael and 
Rosalia Froehlich) (nee Kintop). 

Being an adventurous and energetic young 
man, he did some exploring. He left Greenwald for a 
few months for Michigan, U.S.A., spending time 
with friends and relatives in Bay City, Benton 
Harbour and Three Oaks. Since Michigan fruit and 
vegetable farming was not his prime interest, he 
came back to the Canadian prairies. Here he worked 
on huge farms during harvest season and during the 
winter months he cut ties in the Pine Falls area for 
the Canadian National Railroad. 

In and around 1918 Frederick met Maria 
Klann. They were married on March 14, 1920 in 
Thalberg Trinity Lutheran Church. The officiating 
pastor was Reverend B. Merz. 

Shortly after their marriage, Frederick and 
Maria left Greenwald for Morris, Manitoba. Here 
Frederick worked for a farmer by the name of Mr. 
Julius Locht. After a variety of jobs, in 1921 he 
decided to buy some land in Greenwald. He bought 
35 acres (14 hectares) of land (the present home of 
Ronald Kintop, R. R. #3, Beausejour, Manitoba, 
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Section 30, Township 15, Range 8). 
We remember our parents telling us that they 

were very poor. As previously mentioned, in order 
to make a living, Dad (Frederick) spent many 
summers on the Canadian prairie working on farms 
and many winter months cutting cordwood. 

Slowly, things were beginning to improve. In 
1927 Dad (Frederick) purchased a team of horses 
(bronchos). With these horses, cordwood was 
hauled from around Range 9 to Libau, Manitoba. 
This cordwood (tamarack) was sold for $4. 00 per 
cord. With this money Dad would buy a bag of flour 
(98 pounds of 44. 5 kg at $2.95). In 1938 Dad 
purchased 160 acres (65 hectares) oflandat Section 
29, Township 15, Range 8, for $12. 35 per acre or 
$31. 00 per hectare. 

Little by little, more things became available. 
Maria and Frederick kept a few cows. The first 
shipment of cream in the neighbour hood was taken 
to Beaconia, Manitoba, via horse and wagon. An 
eight gallon or approximately 40 litre can of cream 
sold for $3. 00. The Kintops were also one of the first 
owners of a cream separator (Stockholm). This was 
in 1921. Pasturing the cows and getting them home 
for the evening was very difficult. Emanuel (second 
eldest son of Frederick and Maria) remembers 
herding cows in and around Section 27, Township 
15, Range 8. Often the cows would wander in the 
bushes and willows and were located near the old 
Glenmoor School area or farther east. Sometimes 
the cows could not be found until the next morning. 
Cows very often went astray because of dense pea t 
moss fire smoke during the summer months. 

There was no vehicle transportation. Frede
rick often mentioned walking to Beausejour, 
Beaconia and Stead for groceries. He even 
mentioned walking to Winnipeg. Sometimes a team 
of horses could be loaned from Wilhelm Zieske, a 
pioneer from the 1890's. Frederick purchased a 
buggy around 1936-38, making transportation a 
little easier. 

Frederick took an interest in gardening and in 
beautifying his farm yard. The maple trees along the 
Glenmoor Road in the north-south direction were 
planted in 1936 and he just kept planting more, row 
by row. 

Maria (mother) did her own baking, preserv
ing,sewing, knitting, spinning and needlework. 
Each year a large garden was planted. Meat was 
obtained from the farm chickens, pigs or cows. The 
delicious aroma of homemade bread was a delightin 
our house. Freshbutter and bread was considered a 
treat. 

In the midst of the Depression, Dad started to 
build a house. The family house was built in 1933 
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(presently occupied). The logs for the house were 
hewn by Dad (Frederick). Dad hired a carpenter, 
Ludwig Kruschel, for assisting with the carpentry. 
He was paid $1.50 per day (10 hours a day). This 
included board and room. . 

During the years 1938-41, William and 
Emanuel (eldest sons) and Dad cut enough logs (to 
be sawed into boards) to build a cattle barn 
(presently on the farm). These logs were hauled 
from the St. George-Pine Falls area via horse and 
sleigh. The initial construction of the barn was done 
by Dad but he hired William Bauschke and the late 
Paul Bauschke to assist with the cutting and the 
erection of the rafters. The barn was completed by 
Dad, William and Emanuel (sons). 

During all this hard work we are all sure there 
must have been some jovial moments. Coming 
home with cordwood, Dad and William once came 
across a dead animal. They picked it up and, being 
dark, thought it was a dog. But to William's surprise 
and excitement it was a timber wolf. With Dad's 
assistance, he skinned it, sold the hide, and bought 
himself a fur cap for $1.50 and a violin for $3.50 
from the Eaton's Sale Catalogue. 

Hauling hay was a toilsome chore during the 
winter months. William and Emanuel (sons) were 
reliable hands. The snow some winters was as deep 
as one or two metres and the hay had to be hauled 
eight or more kilometres. Often William and 
Emanuel packed a trail through the snow (by foot) 
and then Dad would follow with the horses. 

Church services were held in the old 
Greenwald School (School District No. 1160). 
Mother and Dad would walk to church on Sundays 
on a regular basis. They would even take the 
youngsters along either by sleigh or on a small 
wagon. This was about a 1. 5 kilometre hike. Prior to 
the establishment of regular Saturday classes the 
Kintop parents taught their children at home -
reading and writing of the German language and 
the small Catechism. With the establishment of a 
church we remember attending Sunday School and 
Saturday classes on a regular basis to study reading 
and writing of the German language, as well as the 
small Lutheran Catechism for confirmation. 

We remember in our home many devotional 
services. This was of vitalimportance to our parents 
and we were fortunate to get to know some of the 
most well-known German chorales. An organ was 
bought and brought into our home around 1937-38. 
During the years 1928-1932 (approximately) before 
regular Lutheran church services in the Greenwald 
School, "Christnacht" or Christmas Eve service was 
held at the residence of Rudolph Singbeil. This 
service usually included two or three families. The 
children did their recitations and sang appropriate 
Christmas carols with the parents. 
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Later on we remember that Christmas 
concerts were held in school, and it became an 
annual event,and the same goes for the annual 
"Christnacht"concert, in church or church school. 
Here children participated with enthusiasm. 

In the early 1920's there was no underground 
well on the Kintop farm. A well was dug by hand 
and shovel to nine metres and followed six metres 
(by hand auger). At this depth the water came 
gushing out in artesian form so fast that if a ladder 
had not been already positioned inside the cribbing 
our uncle Fred Klann digging at this well could 
have easily drowned. Prior to the well Mother and 
Dad melted snow during the winter months. This 
water was sufficient for three to six cows and 
regular household purposes. Since the Kin tops lived 
near the present #12 highway, and since there was 
no Glenmoor Road (early 1930's), we remember 
farmers that lived farther east of the Highway who 
brought cream for storage at the Kintop well on 
one day for shipment next day to Beausejour 
(Meltzers). 

Social entertainment was often mere visiting 
of neighbours. The German newspaper "Nordwes
ten" was a weekly publication received at the house. 
Much time was also spent in sing-song sessions. 

Mother and Dad celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary on March 14, 1970, in 
Thalberg Trinity Lutheran Church. This occasion 
was also a family reunion and included some of their 
bridal party. 

Our parents reared five sons and four 
daughters. Hulda (married to Leonard Patzer; now 
deceased) living in Thalberg; William and Daniel 
(twins), William (married to Elsie Schendel) living in 
Dencross, Daniel (married to Rose Geschke) living 
in Stead; Emanuel living in Greenwald (home place); 
Natalie (married to Roy Schnellert) living in Pinawa; 
Alma Kintop living in Winnipeg; Linda (married to 
Ervin Beck) living in East Selkirk; Walter (married to 
Betty Rempel) living in Greenwald; and Ronald in 
Oxford House, Manitoba. There are 19 grandchil
dren and 10 great grandchildren. 

Daniel was reared in Thalberg, Manitoba from 
infancy by his maternal grandparents. The reason 
for this was to decrease Maria's daily family 
workload, and the desire of the maternal 
grandparents and their children to have Daniel as 
one of the regular family. 

It is very difficult to realize or even 
remember, in our affluent society, the struggles and 
hardships endured by our parents and other 
oldtimers. We are sure these experiences brought 
us closer as neighbours and friends. The value of 
this friendship is something we can treasure for a 
long time to come. 

Last, but not least, Maria and Frederick were a 



very healthy couple. They survived some conta
gious and fatal diseases such as the influenza 
epidemic of 1918, typhoid fever and small pox. Their 
children were also well cared for and are in good 
health to this day. For all this, one can only be 
thankful to the Lord. For it is He who ultimately 
preserves and protects us from all danger, peril, 
disease and pestilence. It is through Him that we 
constantly get hope through Christ, and are 
revitalized to live every day with new enthusiasm. 

Both lived out their retirement years on the farm in 
R. R. #3, Beausejour, Manitoba. 

Frederick's earthly life was ended on July 16, 
1972 at home on the farm at the age of 85. Maria's 
earthly life came to an end on December 24,1976 in 
the Winnipeg Health Sciences Centre at the age of 
75. Both are resting in the Beausejour Lutheran 
Cemetery. 

By: the sons and daughters of the Kintop family. 

Wedding of Frederick and Maria Kintop, March, 1920. 

Zielke Family History 

William Zielke was born on October 9,1907 in 
the Brokenhead Municipality. William was born to 
Louis and Ernestine (nee Weiss) Zielke. Louis was 
born on March 9, 1869 in Russia. He was employed 
as a farmer and also a carpenter. Ernestine was born 
in 1876 in Russia and she was a homemaker. The 
Zielke's main ethnic origin is German and their 
religious affiliation is Pentecostal. 

Arpa Margaret Wuerch was born on October 
18,1918 in the BrokenheadMunicipality. Arpa was 
born to John and Pauline (nee Wills) Wuerch. John 
was born on January 15, 1898 in Russia. He was a 
farmer and also in construction. Pauline (Lena) was 
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born on May 4, 1898 in Russia. She was a 
homemaker. John was born to Frank and Katherine 
(nee Rhodes) Wuerch. Frank and Katherine were 
both born in Russia. Frank farmed and Katherine 
was a homemaker. Lena was born to Gotlieb and 
Justina (nee Dregar) Wills. Gotlieb was born in 
Poland and farmed for a living. Justina was born in 
Russia and she was a homemaker. The Wuerch's 
main ethnic origin is German and their religious 
affiliation is Pentecostal. 

William Zielke married Arpa Wuerch. William 
is a building contractor and Arpa is a homemaker. 



Witko Family History 

Andrew Witko was born in Poland in 1881. He 
came to Canada in 1903. Anne Burek was also born 
in Poland in 1892. Andrew and Anne met and were 
married in 1909 at St. Michael's Church at Cook's 
Creek, Manitoba. They bought a 30 acre farma mile 
west and 1!z mile south of Garson. There they built a 
one-room loghouse and a few other buildings. Later 
they bought more land and moved a mile north from 
the first site. There they built a two-roomloghouse. 
The family became larger; therefore, Andrew and 
Anne built a two-storey six-room house. They 
raised 10 children: Frank, Tom, Nellie, Walter, 
Kasmir, Mike, Ted, Frances, Alma and Steffie. 

Andrew worked in the Garson Quarry for 35¢ 
an hour, while Anne and the older children helped 

Andrew Witko ploughing stubble field on his farm in Garson. 

Andrew Witko and sons threshing grain from stacks in late fall. 
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with the younger children and tended with the farm 
chores. 

In 1939, when the Second World War broke 
out, four of their sons, Kasmir, Mike, Ted and 
Walter joined the services. Tom and Frank worked 
on the farm. The girls helped at home and later got 
married. 

In 1945 both Andrew and Anne retired to a 
home in Beausejour. Kasmir came back from the 
war services in Europe and took over the farm. He 
got married in 1948 to Helen Koltalo. They raised 
three children: Leonard, Ray and Annette. In 1971 
Kasmir passed away and the farm was sold to Farle 
and Milly Rounds who still live there. 

Andrew and his wife Anne in their retirement home at 
Beausejour. Son Kasmir is standing behind them. 

Garson elementary teachers of 1947-48 at the corner of the 
Garson stone school. Left to right: Gladys Paci, Helen Koltalo 
(Witko) and Anne Jones. 



Thomas and Maria Kawecki 

Thomas and Mary along with son Henry lived 
in Warsaw, Poland where he worked as a coachman 
for a wealthy family. Thomas and Mary were born 
in Kolo and Konin respectively. Thomas had also 
done a stint in the Russian army (Poland was under 
Russian Occupation at the time in that sector) as a 
jailor. Times were difficult so the family decided to 
emigrate to Canada. Thomas, with 40 dollars in his 
pocket, set off alone for Winnipeg in 1892. The 
following year his family followed via the 
S.S.Stubbenhuck from the port of Antwerp and 
after 13 days arrived in Montreal on May 9th. They 
boarded a train for Winnipeg to join Thomas and 
lived for a time in a shanty on north Main Street. 
Thomas sustained his family by working at manual 
labour jobs; ego bucking wood, in season harvesting 
in the Altona, Manitoba and Neche, N.D. areas. 

Thomas and Maria Kawecki, c. 1934. 

In 1896 the Kawecki and Bizzio (Edward and 
Ludwika) families left Winnipeg togo farming in the 
Ladywood district. They purchased from Thomas 
Higgens the N~ of SE1,4 of 2-14-7E which was 
earlier acquired from Daniellmlah who received the 
homestead patent on the whole 1,4 on September 
17,1888. They built their homes side by side on a 
knoll near the eastern road allowance where 
artifacts of broken china, pottery, glassware, 
buttons, and chimney bricks are still visible in the 
field today. 

In 1897, while Kawecki and Bizzio were 
working in southern Manitoba as farm labourers, 
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the great fire went through Ladywood destroying 
most everything. The families at home took shelter 
during the night in the green potato garden to avoid 
being burned by fire in their home - a fate 
experienced by the Max Engel family in the area. 
This experience lasted two days and two nights. The 
Bizzios had a stack of unthreshed bundles of grain 
beside their home. This stack caught fire as a result of 
a flying ember and their home also went up in 
smoke. Mary was able to save her stack of 
unthreshed grain by covering it with wet blankets. 
Mary had a telegraph message sent to Thomas 
asking him to return home to help out in the crisis 
and he made his way home on foot by following the 
railroad tracks. At one point barking dogs came 
running up and a nearby frightened cat ran up 
Thomas' back and alighted on his head. In 
unexpected fright and in quick protective action
not knowing what had run up his back - he grabbed 
the frightened animal and hurled it at the ground 
where it breathed its last. In this same trek home 
down the road-bed he encountered another black 
cat with two white strips. Unwise to Canadian 
wildlife, he kicked this" cat" out of the way to avoid 
another attack - so to speak. His reward was a 
strong spray of "Eau de La PueTT from the skunk plus 
the need to bury his clothes when he got home. 

A quarter mile south of the yard was the 
"big swamp", better known as the "Great Mosquito 
Land". Great clouds of mosquitoes were often 
visible from a distance.The farm was sold to Joseph 
Groinus and Thomas Kawecki purchased the 
adjacent quarter (NE1,4 2-14-7) from the R.M. of St. 
Clemen ts at a tax sale for $100.00. It belonged to the 
George Wood Boyd family who got it as a home
stead patent on February 1, 1893. They had a home 
near the middle of the farm close to the "tote" road 
that meandered from Beausejour to the White 
Poplar area. Very little land was cultivated as the 
Boyd family's main interest was in cutting the larger 
trees for lumber. The Boyd family left to purchase a 
clothing store in Winnipeg. 

The Watsons and Gardeners were neighbours 
at the time.Mr. Watson was a C.P.R. engineer on 
the old Lac du Bonnet local. The two Aston brothers 
were doing photography work in the area, as well as 
operating the Cromwell Post Office which was 
approximately two miles from the Kawecki farm 
which trip young Henry recalled making as a 
youngster on many an occassion. 

The land was gradually cleared and in 1905 the 
farmstead was moved to the northwest corner of 
the quarter. A sad happening was the loss of a horse 
on this farm in a man-made saw pit made in the Boyd 
family days. The pit was designed for a man to stand 



in and operate one end of a two-man rip saw cutting 
logs into lumber by hand. Thomas looked far and 
wide in the countryside for his missing horse and 
even advertised in the "lost and found" column of 
the newspaper of the day. His own and 
neighbourhood horses would gather in the 
evenings around this pit commiserating with the 
trapped horse but no one twigged to the idea that 
the missing animal was there right on their own 
farm. Weeks later the dead horse was discovered. 

Mary's brother, who apparently came to 
Canada in 1906, was employed as a locksmith by the 
c.p .R. He came to visit his kin at Ladywood and 
became suddenly ill and died at the age of 36. 
Alexander Pekasz (Pecarz) was buried in the St. 
Peter and Paul cemetery in Ladywood on January 
30,1907. 

Children born to the Kaweckis in Canada were 
Janina Mary (1896), John (1898), Alphonse (1899), 
Phyllis (1902), Kasimierz (1904) and Genowefa 
"Gertrude" (1905). 

Son Henry helped his parents pioneer the early 
farm life but his health was not too robust so he was 
sent off to school. He earned his teaching certificate 
under the provincial government (Premier Roblin 
in office) financial assistance program in 1911. He 
taught at schools in Sand Hill, Ladywood, Sapton, 
Woodrow, Gonor and at a point near Roblin. He 
emigrated to the United States and after studies 
became a registered Doctor of Chiropractic in 
Chicago, Ill. in 1924. In 1925 he married Ottilie 
Schmidt who received her R.N. Certificate in 1929. 
In 1948 they emigrated to Beausejour and opened a 
practice as a chiropractor for another 17 years 
before retiring to the Okanogan Valley, B.C. in 
1966. He was a Charter Member of the Beausejour 
Council #5870 of the Knights of Columbus. A 
yearning to be closer to his friends and family was 
too strong and they moved back to Beausejour in 
1976 and lived in the Armstrong Manor. Henry died 
in 1980. 

Henry and Ottilie Kawecki. 
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Daughter Mary married Frank Fordon, a 
schoolteacher, and raised a family of three: Eleanor, 
Ted and Ronald. Eleanor emigrated to California, 
U.S.A. and married Wm. Jenson.Her father joined 
her in the u.s.A. Ted is a building contractor at 
Cupar, Sask.and is married to Marion Grof.Ronald 
is in Winnipeg working with Canada Packers. 
Currently, Mary is in the Tache Nursing Home in 
Winnipeg - a bed patient due to paralysis. 

Mary and Frank Fordon, 1915. 

Son John also helped clear the homestead and 
made farming his lifestyle. He married Elsie 
Bednarczyk and they had a family of two, Edward 
and Agnes.John farmed the SW1,4 of section 11-14-
7E, part of the so called "school section". Thomas, 
his father, initially purchased a quarter section for 
pasture purposes at $10.00 per acre. In 1913 he sold 
the EY2 of the W14 to Anton Schreyer (grandfather 
of Governor General Edward Schreyer) at purchase 
price and in 1914 he sold the WY2 of SW14 to Thomas 
Tomchuk at $11.00 per acre. However, in 1915 he 
bought back the 80 acres sold to Schreyer but now 
with some improved acreage. In 1919 he also bought 
back the 80 acres sold to Tomchuk but at $55. per 
acre since it was all cleared and broken. In 1953 John 
moved into Beausejour and soon got restless off 



the farm so he worked for several years at Moss 
Spur at the peat moss plant before finally retiring. 
Their son Edward, after high school at Ladywood, 
enlisted in the RCAF but was discharged shortly 
thereafter for medical reasons. He joined the Winni
peg Electric Company as a streetcar operator and to
day drives the bus for handicapped persons with a 
seniority badge in the teens. He married Ann Dreb
nicki and they have a family of two sons. Agnes 
married Adolph Peltz and she also put her secretar
ial training to use by working currently with the 
Agassiz School Division. They have a daughter and 
a son. 

Elsie and John Kawecki, 1972. 

Son Alphonse also helped out on the family 
farm and currently resides on same. He married 
Francis Groinus and they have a family of 
two,Romuald "Richard" and Florence. Alf was 
mechanically inclined and operated a threshing 
machine between 1925 and 1940, doing considera
ble custom work in the community. During the 
organization of the co-operative elevator in 
Beausejour in 1956 he was the first to make the 
standard $50. loan to indicate member support in 
the area. He was also an ardent hunter during his 
active lifetime. Richard also spent three years in the 
RCAF before joining the Co-operative Retailing 
System in Beausejour in 1953. Other points were 
Arborg, Altona, Dauphin, Virden and Melville, 
Saskatchewan, before returning to Beausejour in 
1981. He married Edna Belluk and they raised a 
family of four children Daughter Florence after 
graduating from business school and working in 
Winnipeg, married Ambrose Modrzejewski who 
farms the old family homestead on Slh of 3-14-7E. 
They raised a family of five children. 

Daughter Phyllis married Tom Grace, a golf 
pro for many years in the Brandon area. She now 
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Alphonse and Francis Kawecki, 1975. 

resides in the Sarnia, Ontario community. They had 
two children. Mary is a lab technician who married 
Robert Cook, an engineer with the Sarnia radio 
station and they have two children. Son Robert 
never married and is a salesperson. 

Phyllis and Tom Grace. 

Son Kasimierz helped out on the farm until he 
emigrated to Chicago. He died in an industrial 
accident while electric welding inside a large tank in 
1929. His was the first casket to be drawn by the 
horse drawn hearse owned by MacAlister Funeral 
Service of Beausejour. 

Daughter Genowefa married Jacob Mikolash 
and they farmed a mile north of the paternal 
homestead. They raised seven children. Eleanor 



married Nick Krystic of Winnipeg who was a 
trucking contractor and they raised two children. 
Robert got into the carpentry trade and married 
Evelyn George. They have one son. Ralph, also 
in the carpentry trade, married Irene Conway and 
they have a family of four. Jim, another carpenter, 
married Donna T rombo and they have a family of 
three. Dorothy married John Bahry who drove a 
country pick-up unit for People's Co-op Creamery. 
Their family consisted of three daughters. Gerald 

Kasimiesz Kawecki, c. 1928. 

who has worked in lumberyards, married Irene 
Smith and their family consists of three daughters. 
Jacob, employed by the Winnipeg Parks Board, 
married Evelyn Boily and they have two children. 
Genowefa resides in Beausejour. Genowefa first 
moved into Beausejourin 1966, has been appointed 
to the Beausejour Housing Authority since 1973, 
and currently resides in the Armstrong Manor. 

By: R. Kawecki. 

Genowefa and Jacob Mikolash. 

Jones Family History 

Thomas P. Jones, long time resident of Garson, 
Manitoba, immigrated from St. Asoph, North 
Wales to Canada in 1882 when he was 18 years old. 
He settled in Calander, Ontario where he met and 
married Elizabeth Cox on May 18, 1888. They had 
five children born to them in Ontario: Edwin, 
Arnot, Ethel, Irene and Mae. 

Thomas, Elizabeth, and their five children 
moved to Tyndall. They stayed here for a short time 
before moving to Garson. While in Garson they had 
four more children: Russell, Dave, Roy and Thelma. 

Edwin worked in the Garson Quarries, but 
was killed in an accident in Garson in 1915. Arnot 
married Marion Dunn. They settled in Vancouver, 
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B.C. Both have since died. Ethel died in Tyndall at 
the age of 11 of diptheria. Russell married Muriel 
Cunningham of Nesbitt, Manitoba, who was a 
school teacher in Garson. They have three children: 
Lois, Kenny and Karen. Russell and Muriel live in 
Winnipeg. Dave married Tillie Skalin of Garson. 
Both are deceased. Roy married Dorothy Cenn. 
They have one child, Marilyn, who married John 
Maglio. Roy, Dorothy and their family reside in 
Victoria. Thelma married Parnell La Belle of 
Windsor, Ontario. Parnell was born in Kenora, 
Ontario but moved to Beausejour at an early age. 
Two children died at birth. 

By: Thelma LaBelle. 



Loeb Family History 

The Loeb (originally Lob) family roots go back 
to what is now Southern Germany. In the 1760's the 
family's ancestors joined in the migration to the 
Volga region of Russia. This was during the reign of 
Catherine the Great. The immigrants suffered 
severe hardships and misfortune, but in time the 
"Volga Gemeinde" (community or parish) grew in 
numbers and prosperity. 

Heinrich Wilhelm Loeb I was born in Samara, 
Russia on January 7, 1839. He married Maria 
Christina Becker who was born in the same city on 
February 11, 1837. They had two daughters who 
came to the United States. They also had one son 
who came to Canada before them. Heinrich I was a 
farmer and carpenter. They came to Canada in 
1902. Maria died in 1904 and Heinrich died in 1913. 
Both are buried in Lydiatt Cemetery. 

Heinrich Wilhelm Loeb II was born on March 
18, 1862 in Samara, Russia. His wife, Katherine 
Elizabeth Steinhauer, was born on March 14, 1862. 
They farmed near the village of Bangert Russia on 
the east side of the Volga River. They had nine 
children, eight of whom were born in Bangert and 
one in Lydiatt. The children were: Anna, Christian, 
Heinrich, Maria, Wilhelm, Peter, Conrad, Johannes 
and Michael. They came to Canada in 1898 and 
settled in the north end of Winnipeg where they 
lived for three years. In 1901 they moved to the 
original homestead at NW 33-11-8E in what is now 
known as the Lydiatt area. Heinrich I was in charge 
of building the new log house when he arrived in 
1902. This same house was dismantled in the late 
1970's to build a replica of Beausejour's first C.P.R. 
station on the Beausejour-Brokenhead museum 
grounds. Though the house had been unoccupied 
for 30 years the material was still in excellent 
condition. Heinrich II died in 1942 and his wife 
Katherine died in 1943. They are also buried in the 
Lydiatt cemetery. 

Heinrich III was born in Bangert, Russia on 
March 29, 1885. He came to Canada with his 
parents, brothers and sisters in 1898 when he was 
14 years of age. When the family moved to Lydiatt in 
1901 he had much to do because he was the oldest 
son at home. A few years later he met Paulene Ei 
who had come to Canada from Hamburg,Germany. 
They were married and moved to Winnipeg where 
they had their first four children: Heinrich, Paut 
Matilda and Paulena. Heinrich III earned a living 
working for Brown Rutherford Lumber Company 
and they resided on Boyd Avenue. 

The Heinrich Loeb III family spent a brief 
period in Emerson, Manitoba before moving back to 
Lydiatt at NE 32-11-8E where they farmed and had 
four more children: Christina, Reinald, Victor and 
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Ester. The four oldest children attended Lydiatt 
School. 

In 1920 they purchased a different farm at 
SE26-11-8E from the Wildt family who moved on to 
Oregon, U.S.A. Most of the farm was large trees 
which had to be cleared. Any time that could be 
spared was used to clear trees and stumps and 
prepare the new land. A fire was started in the peat 
soil that covered most of the farm which helped to 
clear the stumps and peat moss. The following three 
years yielded 65 bushels per acre wheat crops.One 
year they threshed 5,000 bushels of wheat. 

The Heinrich Loeb home was a local gathering 
place for many activities. The boys had a rink in the 
yard so all the neighbours' young people would 
come to play hockey or skate for pleasure. In 
summer it was baseball. There were many parties at 
the Loeb household. Heinrich played the auto harp 
and mouth organ and everyone danced. 

Every Saturday was a big day. Bread, buns and 
cakes with fruit toppings were baked. There was a 
very large garden to look after as well as helping 
with work in the fields, particularly at harvest time. 
School picnics were a great social occasion for the 
community. 

Each winter found Heinrich and several of his 
sons in the bush east of their farm cutting wood. 
Most of the wood was hauled to Lydiatt to be loaded 
on the train to Winnipeg. The sale of wood helped to 
supplement the farm income. 

Their eldest son, Heinrich IV, married Lena 
Goetz and they lived in T ranscona where he worked 
in a garage. They had three children: Sharon, Edgar 
and Jeanette. Later they moved to Chilliwack, 
B.C.where he worked in a lumber mill until his 
retirement. Their daughter, Matilda, married 
Jacob Hein and they farmed for several years just 
north of her parent's farm. They moved to Bird's 
Hill where he worked in a gravel pit until his 
retirement. They had seven children: Lawrence, 
Eileen, Arnold, Gladys, Edward, Violet and Linda. 

Paul married Martha Gould and farmed just 
south of his parents home. They had two children, 
Douglas and Ruby. They moved to Winnipeg in 
later years. 

Paulena married Alex Goetz who worked in a 
garage in Winnipeg. There were two children, 
Alaine and Arnold. 

Christina married Fred Burkhardt. They 
farmed in the Lydiatt area and kept large flocks of 
chickens. They had one daughter, Adria. 

Reinald married Ruth Schmuland and they 
farmed in Lydiatt at SE 7-12-8E. They had three 
children: Ronald, Doreen and Gloria. 

Victor married Elma Weimer and they farmed 



the original homestead. They had two children, 
James and Clifford. They later sold the homestead 
to the Hutterites and moved to Brantford, Ontario 
where they operate a dairy farm. 

Ester married Ed Neiser who worked in 
Winnipeg. They raised five children: Lorraine, 
Constance, Carol, Wilfred and Clifford. 

Many of the descendants live in Manitoba but 

the only people living in the Brokenhead 
Municipality are Gloria Loeb who resides in 
Beausejour and works for Traveller's Insurance in 
Winnipeg, and Ronald Loeb who married Alma 
Zirk, lives also in Beausejour and works at Atomic 
Energy of Canada at Pinawa. They have two 
children, Rhonda and Nancy. 

Loeb family left to fight: Ester, Victor, Reinald, Christina, 
Paulena, Matilda, Paul and Heinrich IV. Seated: Heinrich III 
and Paulena (1942). 
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Laverne Cherrey Family History 

Laverne and Jean Cherrey both grew up in the 
Souris area of western Manitoba. In 1961 the 
Cherrey family moved to Lac du Bonnet where 
Laverne became the Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Rural Municipality. Laverne is a grandson of 
WoO.Halliday, a prominent Lac du Bonnet pioneer 
and Secretary-Treasurer of the R.M. from 1917 to 
1923. In 1967 Laverne Cherrey became Secretary
Treasurer of the Agassiz School Division and the 
Cherrey family moved to Beausejour. 

The Cherreys have seven children: Norman, 
Ken, Don, Eleanor, Shirley, Allan and Arlene. 
Norman played hockey and attended the University 
of Wisconsin in Madison, and now lives in 
Milwaukee with his wife. Don married Judy 
Ostryzniuk, a Beausejour girl, and became a 
Chartered Accountant. They now live in Calgary. 

Eleanor is an Occupational Therapist and 
works at the Health Sciences Centre in Winnipeg. 
She is married to Laboratory and X-Ray Technician 
Gordon Stelmack of Beausejour, who works at 

Concordia Hospital. 
Ken and Allen both work for the Manitoba 

Hydro. Shirley works for the Imperial Bank of 
Commerce in Winnipeg. Arlene is scheduled to 
begin studies at the University of Winnipeg as of 
September 1981. 

The Cherrey family is very athletically 
inclined. Norman was a serious prospect for the 
National Hockey League. All the Cherrey boys are 
very good hockey players and golfers. 

The Cherreys, including Jean, are also good 
curlers, and Laverne has been President of the 
Beausejour Curling Club. Jean was actively 
involved with figure skating in Beausejour for a 
number of years. 

On November 28, 1981, Shirley Cherrey 
married Rick Kaatz, the son of Gordon and Ruth 
Kaatz. Shirley and Rick now live in Edmonton 
where Shirley works in an Imperial Bank and Rickis 
completing university studies. 

By: M. Czuboka. 

Laverne and Jean Cherrey and family - left to right: Don, Judy, Grandmother Helen 
Brown, Allan, Jean, Laverne, Shirley, Ken, Eleanor, Gord, Arlene and Norman. 
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Casmir Bialek Family History 

Casmir was born in Cook's Creek in the year 
1924 and went to school in Sapton. He is one of 10 
children born to Albert and Julia Bialek. BothAlbert 
and Julia (nee Lentowich) were born in Poland. They 
came to Canada and were married in 1910 at Cook's 
Creek. They settled and farmed in Cook's Creek 
until 1944 and then moved to a farm at Beausejour. 
In 1950 they retired to the Town of Beausejour and 
Casmir took over farming. Both are now deceased. 

Casmir met and married Adele Regula in the 
fall of 1952. They have three children; a son, Ben, of 

Vancouver; daughters Cindy of Brandon and 
Tammy of Winnipeg. Adele was born and educated 
in Cloverleaf. She is the youngest of four children 
born to Bob and Rose Regula. Both Bob and Rose 
(nee J andrio) were born in Poland. They immigra ted 
to Canada and were married in T ranscona in the 
year 1927. They settled and farmed in Cloverleaf 
until their retirement in 1962 when they moved to 
the Town of Beausejour. Bob died in 1980 and Rose 
still lives on Turner Street in Beausejour. 

Lachance Family History 

Patrick Adrien Lachance was born on 
September 12, 1953 in St. Eustache, Manitoba. 
Patrick was born to J.B. Adrien and Ida (nee 
Fleury)Lachance. J. B. Adrien was born in May of 
1928 in St.Eustache. He is a farmer. Ida was born on 
November 25,1933 in Woodlands, Manitoba. Sheis 
a housewife. J.B.Adrien was born to Clement and 
Bernadette (nee Rivard) Lachance. Clement was 
born on September 13, 1904 and Bernadette was 
born on March 25, 1900. They farmed for a living. 
Ida was born to]. A. and Marie-Rose (nee Milette) 
Fleury. J. A. was born on February 19, 1893 and 
Marie-Rose was born on August 22, 1895. They 
farmed for a living. The Lachance's main ethnic 
origin is French and their religious affiliation is 
Roman Catholic. 

Louise Annette Painchaudwas born on July 16, 

1957 in Fannystelle, Manitoba. Louise was born to 
Maurice and Rita (nee Poirier) Painchaud. Maurice 
was born on September 13, 1935 in Fannystelle, 
Manitoba. Rita was born on October 26, 1936 in 
Dollard, Saskatchewan. Maurice was born to 
Raymond and Annette (nee Morrissette) Pain
chaud. Raymond was born on February 26, 1911 in 
F annystelle. Rita was born to Joseph and Celina (nee 
Roy) Poirier. Joseph was born on December 13, 
1904 in St. Eustache. He was a farmer. Celina was 
born on September 24, 1907 in St. Ambroise. The 
Painchaud's main ethnic origins are French and 
Belgian and their religious affiliation is Roman 
Catholic. 

Patrick Lachance married Louise Painchaud. 
Patrick is a farmer. 

Juravsky Family History 

Louis and Luba Juravsky and daughter, 
Lottie,immigrated from Russia in 1922. In 1924 
they came to Garson from Scanterbury. 

The Juravsky's first store was at the east end of 
Garson. They later opened the Blue Store on the 
west end of Garson, around 1929. In 1938-39 they 
built the new store, which later belonged to 
Lawsons. They also built the hotel at this time. In 
1944 they sold the hotel to John Harasym and the 
store to Peter Stepaniuk. 

Louis and Luba had six children: Lottie, 
Maurice, Wilfred, Abe, Sam and Malik. Lottie 
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(Cohen) resides in Calgary. They have two children, 
Shelley and Gale. Maurice lives in Winnipeg. They 
have four children: Hope, Allan, Shirley and Jodi. 
Wilfred resides in Winnipeg and has four children: 
Lori, Tanis, Sheldon and Gary. Abe died in a car 
accident. Sam has two children,Lyle and Martin, 
and they live in Winnipeg. Malik has four children: 
Louis, Nancy, Marsha and Cathy, and also resides in 
Winnipeg. 

Louis Juravsky also served as Mayor for the 
Village of Garson. 



Klym Family History 

Fred and Maria Klym ventured to Canada in 
1907. By train they reached Rotterdam, Holland. 
From Rotterdam they went to London. They 
crossed the English Channel. After two or three 
days in London they boarded a big boat called 
"Liverpool" to cross the broad Atlantic. In seven 
days they crossed the Atlantic and arrived at 
Quebec City on the first day of August in 1907. 
Four days later they arrived by CP.R. at 
Beausejour, Manitoba. 

From Beausejour they travelled north to 
Brokenhead with someone who took them down to 
two miles north of the Rattray School, whichatthat 
time was called Ivan Arden. After a year or so in that 
area they purchased a farm about two and a half 
miles east of Ladywood. They farmed until 1949 
when they moved to Beausejour. Their eldest son, 
Fred, bought the farms and farmed there until 1972 
when his nephew, Barry, took over. The farms have 
remained with the same family for 72 years. 

A fairly big drain went past the farm draining 
the water into the Brokenhead River. Roads were 
prairie trails. Bridges were practically unknown. 
Fred and Maria Klym, with the help of neighbours 
from the Ladywood and Green Oak area, erected 
the first Ukrainian Catholic Church at Ladywood. 
A new church was built in the early 40's. 

Their eldest son, Fred, took up teaching as a 
career, starting in 1930. After teaching for 26 years 
he wen t into more farming. Finally in 1959 upon the 
advice of the electors of Springfield, Fred was 
persuaded to run for the Legislature. He won the 
Constituency seat very handily, whereupon he was 
re-elected again in 1962 and in 1966. 

Fred and Maria also raised a family. One son, 
Peter, is farming east of Ladywood. Steve lives in 
Garson and is a Councillor of the Village. Three 
daughters were school teachers. Three daughters 
live in Winnipeg and one in Beausejour. There are 
two daughters living in Sudbury, Ontario. 

Walter Best Family History 

Walter Best was born on June 12, 1926 in 
Beausejour. He was born to August and Emily 
(Graumann) Best. August was born on April 14, 
1899 in Volhynia, Russia. Emily was born on Feb
ruary 7, 1902 in Volhynia, Russia. They farmed for a 
living. August was born to Wilhelm and Amalia 
(Weber) Best. Wilhelm was born in 1873 in Poland 
and Amalia was born in 1871 in Poland. They farm
ed for a living. Emily was born to William and Juli
anna (Muth) Graumann. William was born in 1868 
in Poland and Julianna was born in 1871 in Poland. 
They also farmed for a living. The Best's main 
ethnic origin is German and their religious 

affiliation is Lutheran. 
Elizabeth Schwark was born on September 23, 

1931 in the Municipality of St. Clements. She was 
born to Gustave and Marie (Gross) Schwark. 
Gustave was born on April 1, 1891 in Poland and 
Marie was born on October 3, 1905 in Steinbach, 
Manitoba. They farmed for a living. Marie was 
born to August and Forintina Oauster) Gross. They 
also farmed for a living. The Schwark's ethnic origin 
is German and their religious affiliation is Lutheran. 

Walter Best married Elizabeth Schwark. 
Walter is a mechanic and Elizabeth is a housewife. 

Bruce Taylor Family History 

Bruce Taylor was born in Newfoundland 
shortly after Newfoundland became a Province of 
Canada in 1949. After completing school, he joined 
the R.CM.P. and was posted to Manitoba. 

While in Manitoba, Bruce met and married 
Louise Grace, a teacher from New Zealand. Louise 
had come to Canada in 1969. 

Bruce served in the R.CM.P. for about eight 
years, and then decided to make Beausejour his 
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permanent home. He is currently employed as a 
salesman for Gretsinger's Garage. Louise teaches 
at the Beausejour Elementary School. Bruce is an 
excellent softball player. 

Bruce and Louise have two children: Danica, 
who is nine years old; and Shane, who is six years 
old. 

By: Michael Czuboka. 



Stejansson Family History 

Arni Stefansson was born in Sigluvik, Iceland 
in 1881 and arrived in Winnipeg in 1887 with his 
father, step-mother, two brothers and a sister. His 
brother, John, stayed on in Winnipeg where he 
studied medicine and graduated as an eye, ear and 
nose specialist. The remainder of the family settled 
in the R.M. of Argyle, where they bought land and 
started farming. 

In 1902 Arni took a homestead in Kandahar, 
Saskatchewan. During the winter months he 
would leave the homestead and come in to Winnipeg 
where he took vocal lessons from am usic teacher by 
the name of Mr. Powell. 

In 1911-13 he attended the University of 
Manitoba, at the time located in Tuxedo. He 
entered the Faculty of Agriculture. After spending 
three years at the university he returned to his farm 
on a full-time basis. When the First World War 
broke out he volunteered for service, but did not 
pass his medical because of aruptured appendix that 
had occurred the previous year. 

In 1915 he rented out his land and went to 
Detroit, Michigan where he studied airplane 
mechanics. After he graduated, the American 
government wanted him to join their army but he 
refused. Instead he went on to New York where he 
continued his vocal lessons for one year before 
deciding to make singing his career. 

In 1919 he travelled to Naples, Italy and became 
a full-time student of opera singing. He studied 
under the supervision of Mr. Perilli. "The Great 
Caruso" also studied under Perilli. Both Arni and 
Caruso were tenors and Perilli once commented 
that Caruso's and Arni's voices had similar qualities 
except Caruso's voice was better trained from an 
earlier age. 

Arni studied opera singing for four years and 
was preparing for his debut when he fell ill with 
typhoid fever. Three of his class mates died during 
that typhoid epidemic. After recovering, his severe 
illness left him in general poor health and he was 
unable to continue his singing career so he 
returned to Manitoba in 1924. 

Between 1924-1928 he worked for a carpenter 
by the name of Arni Goodman and together they 
constructed numerous barns. In 1928 they 
purchased a 1200 acre farm in Vivian, the present 
day location of the Springfield Hutterite Colony. 
Here they started a dairy operation with 15 
registered Holsteins brought in from Ontario. 

In 1929 Arni married Kristin Breckman. 
Kristin was born in 1898 and spent most of her life in 
Lundar, Manitoba helping her parents operate the 
Lundar Creamery. The newlyweds and Arni 
Goodman operated the dairy farm until the 
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"depression prices" of milk forced them to sell their 
cows and milk contract. 

In the spring of 1935 Arni Goodman and the 
Stefansson family took up residence at the present 
day location in Tyndall, Section 12-13-6E. They 
brough t all the young stock from their former dairy. 
By this time the Stefansson family had grown to 
four members, with the birth of Lois in 1931 and 
Irvin in 1932. 

In 1938 they started a dairy operation again. 
Arni started the first 4-H dairy calf club in the 
Tyndall area. He also served as a school board 
member at the Tyndall School. 

The dairy operation continued for the next 23 
years. In 1961 all the milk cows were sold. Arni and 
Stina retired to Selkirk, Manitoba. Arni died in 1970 
and Kristin continues to maintain her own home 
and remains active in the community serving on the 
Selkirk Fair Board Executive and the Senior Citizen 
Group. She also does volunteer work with students 
in the Selkirk schools. 

In 1955 Lois Stefansson graduated from the 
University of Manitoba with a degree in Home 
Economics. She spent one year working as a 
dietician at the Portage la Prairie Hospital. In 1956 
she married Wilfred Martin. Together they have 
since operated a very successful hog operation in 
East Selkirk. Lois and Wilf have four children: 
Douglas, 24, who is working towards his degree in 
agriculture; Susan, 23, who is employed as a medical 
secretary in Winnipeg; Bill, 13, and Gillian, 12, still at 
home attending school. 

Irvin, better known as "Rick" attended Tyndall 
High School and later attended courses in 
agriculture at the University of Manitoba. He was 
very active in sports in the community. He enjoyed 
hockey very much, but his greatest love was 
baseball. He was on the Tyndall Baseball team for 
many years. He also served as leader ofthe 4-H Seed 
Club in the 1950's and early 1960's. 

In 1957 he married Mary-Jane Ruchkall, a 
school teacher from Hazelridge. Rick expanded the 
farm operation in the next few years to its present 
size, after going out of the dairy business in 1961. 

In 1971 he was elected Reeve of the 
MunicipalitY-of Brokenhead. He served two terms 
and then decided to go out of political life. In 1975 he 
was hired by the Canadian Wheat Board in the 
transportation department. He now serves the 
board in the capacity of Assistant to the Chief of 
Inspectors for the Canadian Wheat Board. 

In 1965 Mary-Jane went back to her teaching 
profession at the Ladywood School. She taught 
there for two years and then got a school nearer 
home in Tyndall. She continues to teach to the 



present day at the Tyndall School. 
Rick and Mary-Jane have four children: 

Richard, 23, who attended Bemidji State University 
where he took Business Administration and is now 
employed by Tri-City Drilling Ltd. in Edmonton, 
Alberta; Janice, 22, who is attending N.A.I.T. 
(Northern Alberta Institute of Technology) in her 
final year of study in Court Reporting; Kristin, 20, 
who is completing her third year in the Faculty of 
Education majoring in Home Economics at the 
University of Alberta; and John, 18, who attended 

Edward Schreyer High School taking grade 12 in 
1980-81. He is now employed by Tri-City Drilling 
Ltd. in Edmonton, working with his brother. 

All four children were very active in 
community events and won many trophies and 
awards for their achievements. Richard and John 
were always very involved in sports, especially 
hockey and fastball. Janice and Kristin were very 
involved with 4-H work. The whole family have all 
been life-long members of the Tyndall Curling 
Club. . 

Sp/ett Family History 

Teofil Splett was born on April 13, 1894 in 
Dubnok, Russia. His parents were Ludwig and 
Henrietta (Stoltz). There were eight children. 
Teofil immigrated to Canada in 1913 with his sister 
Elma and husband Rudolph Schiller. He was a 
painter and farmer after he came to Canada. He 
worked for a time on the threshing crews of the 
Prairie Provinces. 

On March 30, 1928 Teofil married Rosalie 
Sonnenberg, who was born in Cromwell, Manitoba 
on October 11, 1905 to Gottleib Sonnenberg and 
Molly (Grenke). Rosalie came from a family of 12 
children, five of whom died in infancy. 

T eofil and Rosalie homesteaded three and a 
half miles south of Beausejour and raised six 
children. Rheinhold married Irene (Charles) and 
has four children and now lives in Hartney, 
Manitoba. Adolph died at the age of 31 in 1961. 
Henry married Margaret (Pluchinski) and has four 
children and now resides on a portion of the family 
farm. Martha married Donald Borst and has three 
children and now resides in Daggett, Michigan, 
U.S.A. Marlene married Rev. Dale Mohr from 
Grenfell, Saskatchewan and has one son, Jeremy, 
and a stepdaughter, Gail. Rev. Dale Mohr is a pastor 
at Redeemer Lutheran Church in Portage la Prairie, 
Manitoba. Olga married Bill Relf and they have four 
children: Kathy, Keith, Patti and Lome. Bill is a 
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bricklayer and plasterer and has served on various 
organizations in the community. Olga is a 
homemaker and has been active in Brownies and 
Guides, Curling Club and the Grace Lutheran 
Church. 

T eofil was one of the founders of the Grace 
Lutheran Church of Beausejour. Teofil passed 
away in 1977 and was followed by Rosalie in 1980. 

Left to right: Henry, Rienhold, Moni (with Olga) Martha, Dad, 
Adolf. (missing -Marlene). 1937. 



Weidman Family History 

Ferdinand and Emilia Weidman were both 
born and raised in Friedensfeld, Manitoba. Fred was 
the youngest son of Gottlieb and Christine 
Weidman who immigrated to Friedensfeld from the 
Poland-Russia area. Emily was the third child of 
Frederick and Caroline Freund who had also 
immigrated to Friedensfeld from the Poland-Russia 
area. 

They began their married life in November of 
1925 by settling in Friedensfeld and farming, but 
decided, along with others in the area, to move 
north and pioneer a new area of Manitoba. 

In 1936 they sold 290 acres for $900.00 and 
started loading their personal possessions into 
wagons and hay racks. Fred remembers that it took 
nine trips by horse un til everything was moved and 
the horses got so used to the trail that they stopped 
on their own where they had stopped for water 
before. The cattle were herded all the way by foot 
and by horse by Fred and a couple of helpers. 

Emily, along with her young children, were 
able to travel by car to their new home in Glenmoor, 
Manitoba. 

The first winter came fast and hard. The 
family slept on hay and their shelter was two 
granaries pushed together to make a small two 
room house. The barn had been started in late fall 

Left to right: Allen Tiffenbach, Rhonda Weidman and yougest 
son Ken Weidman. 
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but didn't get a roof until the next spring. The 
horses spent the winter in a shelter made from slabs. 
The overturned wagon housed the chickens. 

The family fixed up the granaries and lived in 
them for the next eight years until they bought the 
John Galay farm. Emilie's mother was a midwife 
and she delivered all of their children except for the 
youngest two. There were nine children. Roy 
married Alice Soluk of Thalberg, and now resides in 
Westbank, B.C. William died in infancy. Ilene 
married Clarence Baker of the Cromwell district 
and they still reside on the homestead. Irene 
married Lawrence Steinke of Thalberg and they are 
now living in Winnipeg. He also farms his home
stead. Ted married Louise Nejedly of the Ladywood 
area and they now live in the St. Andrews area. Herb 
married Leona Tiffenbach of Niverville, Manitoba 
and they also reside in the Town of Beausejour. 
Lillie passed away in infancy and Ken is now 
working and living in Winnipeg. 

Fred and Emily farmed and raised their family 
in Glenmoor un til 197 4 and then retired to the town 
of Beausejour. In 1975, together with their family, 
relatives and friends, they celebrated their 50th 
anniversary and are still blessed with reasonably 
good health. 

Emilie, (Herb), Ferdinand, Roy, Ted, Ilene, Irene, Hilda. 
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Mo!inski Family History 

Frank and Anne Molinski were born in Poland 
and carne to Canada in 1905. They settled on a farm 
in the Brokenhead district where they both farmed 
for many years. They brought up a family of nine: 
Mrs. Bill Price (deceased), Mrs. Bill Markewich 
(Stella), Mrs. Mickie Stark (Jessie), Frank, Leo, 
Adolph, Mrs. Steve Paseshnik (Rose), Albert and 
Mrs. John Kubara (Minnie). 

They retired from farm work in 1940 and took 
up residence in the Town of Beausejour where they 
resided up until the time of their deaths. 

Leo and Sally (Senkow) Molinski were married 
on April 18, 1942. They settled on the old horne 

farm place of Frank and Anne in the Brokenhead 
district. They had a family of two girls, Lorraine 
(Mrs. Bob Drewlo) and Eva, as well as two 
grandchildren, Darren and Lorry-Lynn. 

They both farmed the land and Leo was em
ployed with the Water Control Board building 
bridges for many miles around. 

In 1957 fire completely destroyed their horne. 
They then moved to Beausejour and still kept the 
farm until 1962 when they moved back to the farm 
where they built a new horne. In 1972 the farm was 
sold. They moved back to Beausejour where they 
still reside and are now retired. 

Frank and Anne Molinski family on the occasion of their 61st wedding anniversary in May of 1965. 

Leo Molinski, Sally Molinski, Bob Drewlo, Lorraine Drewlo, 
Eva Molinski, Lorry Drewlo & Darren Drewlo. 
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Wyrzykowski Family History 

A favourite Halloween prank of the teenage 
youth in the Beausejour area in the early 1900's was 
the "Biffy Brigade". In the early hours of the 
morning the lads encircled the designated out
house. While one acted as sentinel, the Brigade 
cautiously advanced and carried off the Biffy to a 
temporarily more suitable location. 

Whether the one hundred percent effective 
defence practised by the Wyrzykowski family was 
the idea of the rather dignified commanding T. T., or 
the impish inspiration of his generally serious
minded eldest son, c.T., is incidental. In the late 
hours one Halloween eve the Wyrzykowski males 
lifted their own outhouse first, and moved it just 
about four feet back, carefully covering the exposed 
hole as animal traps were covered. Afew hours later 
the Brigade approached, encircled, moved in and 
fell. 

The Wyrzykowski outhouse was never again 
designated. 

Theophil Theodore Wyrzykowski, "T.T.", was 
born in Parisville, Michigan, in November of 1865, 
his father having emigrated to that area from 
Poland by sailing ship via Hamburg about 1845. He 
was one of the older members of a family of 11, 
seven boys and four girls. His. parents moved to 
Minneapolis where they were fortunate enough to 
settle in the right place at the right time. They 
became quite wealthy, through lumber and 
through selling their land to the railroad, but they 
lost much of it. Most of his family remained single, 
some obtaining good positions with the railroad, 
one becoming a priest, one anglicising the name to 
Wilson. T.T. entered a seminary but did not stay, 
and then met and married Mary Helen Bednarczyk 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota in 1892. 

Mary Helen Bednarczyk, born in August of 
1872, was one of three children, the younger 
daughter of the Bednarczyks who emigrated from 
Przeclaw, Poland about 1875. They were among the 
very first Polish citizens to come to Winnipeg. 
Having some money, they set up and operated three 
corner confectionery stores and later Branislava, 
under the name of Bush, did fine needlework for 
Eaton's. She moved to Beausejour about 1898. 
Though the elder sister, Marie, visited Beausejour 
in later years, she remained and died in Poland. The 
brother, John, was a colourful member of the 
Beausejour community. He farmed there, raising a 
family of five. Grandma "Bush" Bednarczyk later 
supported herself in the community with her 
needlework. 

T.T. and Helen's first child, Casimir Theodore, 
was born in Minneapolis in 1893. Health reasons 
for Helen was one of the factors in moving them 
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north again - to try their hand a farming in the 
Ladywood area. Losing all their possessions, and 
nearly losing their eldest daughter, Leona, who 
cowered under the bed, in the terrible fire, they set 
up business as the first general store in Beausejour 
in 1897. 

Initially business was mostly trade and barter, 
outfitting settlers and trappers and then gathering 
in the wood, grain or furs. One winter the snakes 
hibernated in these log piles and much of the year's 
income was burned along with the thousands and 
thousands of reptiles in the slithering snake balls. 

As it became known that T.T. handled large 
amounts of currency, his store was often broken 
into and his safe blown. He secreted his money 
elsewhere, and finally left the safe open at night. 

In 1915 they closed up - only to re-open at the 
corner of Third and Ashton, Phone No.14, dealing 
in "Dry Goods, Clothing, Books, Shoes, Crockery, 
Flour and Feed", and being" Agent for McCormick 

Bronislawa Bednarczyk, John Bednarczyk and Mary Helen 
Bednarczyk (later Wyrzykowskil. This must have been before 
they moved to Beausejour about 18907 18887 Mary Helen was 
born in 1872 so estimate her age. 



and Deering Binders, Mowers, Rakes, Wagons, 
Buggies, Sleighs, Cutters, Plows and all kinds of 
Farm Implements". "Interest at one percent per 
month charged on all Overdue Accounts". 

There was no interest charged on the barrel of 
apples opened each Halloween outside the front 
door of the store - an insurance against pranks? All 
apples were always gone. 

The Wyrzykowski family were 
deeply involved in the community, 
"T. T." of Brokenhead being appointed 
Justice of the Peace on July II, 1900, 
and thereafter serving as alderman, 
school trustee and police magistrate. 
At one time he undertook single
handed to disarm a desperado hermit 
who arrived in town fully armed with 
rifle and knives with the avowed 
intention of killing the local constable. 
T.T. walked down the center of the 
street, unarmed, and accosted the 
man, placed him under arrest, dis
armed him, and subsequently in his 
capacity as magistrate, sentenced him 
to a long term of imprisonment! 

Mary Helen acted as interpreter, nurse and 
druggist, there being no physician closer than 
Winnipeg. Though T.T. did not speak Polish, she 
was fluent and the store was a natural gathering 
place. The child's severed thumb brought in 
carefully wrapped in a dirty cloth was not replaced, 

Bronislawa Bednarczyk. 

Wyrzykowski family. 50th wedding anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. T.T.Wyrzykowski. 
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'-:--'." but practical advice and old fashioned home-style 
remedies were freely dispensed. 

Take carrot juice every day to clear your blood. 
It is very beneficial to the system. Tobacco juice or 
lemon juice clear topical skin ailments. Camomile 
tea solves all problems - acne to cankers. 

One young man (Alex Waddell), one winter's 
night, overstayed at a hockey game in Garson
Tyndall. He had to walk home to Beausejour to be at 
work the next morning. He severely froze his legs 
and the new local doctor recommended amputation 
in Winnipeg and wired for the transcontinental to 
stop the next day. Helen sent out the distress call for 
camomile - it came in gunnysacks. All night she 
poulticed and next morning Alex walked away. 

During Depression years business failed and 
the store closed in the late 30's. T.T. and Helen 
visited a married daughter, Elsie, in California with 
a thought of settling there but were pleased to 
return and end their years in Beausejour. 

They raised nine children, now scattered over 
the continent. Casimir Theodore became a lawyer, 
married Grace Hackett of Winnipeg, had two boys 
and two girls. C. T. and later his elder son, Conrad, 
maintained a small practice in Beausejour. 
Leona Magdalene taught school for many years, 
married W.R. "Bob" Sherriffs, the first provincial 

constable in Manitoba, in 1931, raised three 
daughters, and presently lives in the area with her 
granddaughter, Ginny, and George Szalai. Dolor 
Adam married Wanda in Buffalo, eventually settled 
and died in Detroit, leaving five children. Dominic 
married May Modrzejewski of Beausejour, had one 
now-deceased son, and settled and died in British 
Columbia. Elizabeth (Elsie) married George Scott, 
with the Royal Bank, and they eventually settled 
and died in California leaving two sons. Helen 
(Mayme) became a secretary, married Alex LeSage 
with the Transport Commission, and eventually 
settled in Ottawa to raise three boys and a girl. 
Agnes became a nurse, married Mark Kearns, 
settled in Vancouver and raised three girls. Frances 
Theresa married Harry Gyles, also with the Royal 
Bank, settled in Winnipeg with one surviving son. 
Theodora (Dora) became a teacher, marriedJ. Kaatz 
and eventually settled in Detroit to raise two girls 
and one boy. 

T.T., Mary Helen, and her mother, Branislava, 
all lived full lives dying in their 80's in 1949,1953 and 
1933, and are resting in the Beausejour cemetery. 

By: Grace (Wyrzykowski) Hargrave. 

Editor's Note: Another Wyrzykowski photograph appears on 
page 1053. 

Kurtz Family History 

Melvin H. Kurtzwas born on September 19, 
1935 in New Holland, Pennsylvania. Melvin was 
born to Christian B. and EllaN. (nee Hoover) Kurtz. 
Christian was born on April 13, 1906 in 
Pennsylvania and he farmed. Ella was born on 
February 2, 1904 in Pennsylvania and she was a 
housewife. Christian Jr. was born to Christian and 
Martha Nora (nee Brendle) Kurtz. Christian and 
Martha were both born in Pennsylvania and farmed 
for a living. Ella was born to Joseph and Lizzie (nee 
Nolt) Hoover. Joseph was born in Pennsylvania and 
he farmed. Lizzie was born in Pennsylvania and she 
was a housewife. The Kurtz's main ethnic origins 
were Pennsylvania Dutch and English and their 
main religious affiliation was Mennonite. 

Ruth Naomi Martin was bornonJune21,1933 
in Lancater' Co., Pennsylvania. She was born to 
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Moses W. and Mary Elizabeth (nee Hursh) Martin. 
Moses was born on March 16, 1894 in Lancaster 
Co., Pennsylvania and Mary was born on April 7, 
1897 in York Co., Pennsylvania. They farmed for a 
living. Moses was born to Henry and Lydia (nee 
Weaver) Martin. Henry was born on October 6, 
1881 in Lancaster, Pennsylvania and Lydia was born 
on August 22, 1881 in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 
They also farmed for a living .. Mary was born to 
Joseph and Margaret (nee Sechrist) Hursh. The 
Hursh's ethnic origin was English and their 
religious affiliation was Mennonite. 

Melvin Kurtz married Ruth Martin. In March 
of 1965 they moved to this area from Lebanon, 
Pennsylvania. Melvin and Ruth have seven 
children: Mervin, Ruth Ann, David, Lamar, Arlene, 
Melvin Jr. and Janice. 



Pioneer Beausejour Couple Celebrate 
Golden Wedding 

At Beausejour, where they have 
resided the past 45 years, Mr. and Mrs. 
Theophil Theodore Wyrzykowski Tues
day celebrated their golden wedding 
anniversary. 

Mrs. Wyrzykowski is one of Mani
toba's early pioneers, having come to 
Winnipeg from Poland over 65 years ago. 
Her parents engaged in business and at 
one time operated two stores on Main 
Street and one in Fonseca. 

In the early days Mrs. Wyrzykow
ski, as a young girl and conversant with 
the Polish and English languages, acted as 
interpreter for the immigrants then 
coming in, particularly for the Czechs 
brought in by Count Esterhazy, founder 
of the Esterhazy district of Saskatche
wan, and as a pupil of the Immaculate 
Conception school was Msgr . Cherrier's 
office interpreter. 

From Winnipeg, in the 1870's her 
parents moved to the Beausejour district, 
where they formed part of the little band 
of pioneers which, with the exception of 
herself and her parents, was composed of 
English and Scottish settlers. 

In the 1880's her parents moved to 
Minneapolis, and there in 1892 she 
became the bride of Theophil Theodore 
Wyrzykowski, an American born Pole 
whose father had emigrated from Poland 
to the U.S.A. over 100 years ago. The 
elder Wyrzykowski operated the lumber 
mill near Minneapolis. 

Some years following the young 
couple moved to Winnipeg and after a 
short stay, proceeded to Beausejour 
district. After engaging in farming near 
Beausejour for a short time Mr. 
Wyrzykowski in 1897 entered into the 
general store business and continued in 
the business for over 40 years. 

Mr. Wyrzykowski was for a time an 
alderman of the town, a school trustee, 
and was also for about 20years a justice of 
the peace and later a police magistrate. In 
his capacity as magistrate he had many 
unusual experiences. At one time he 
undertook single-handed to disarm a 
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desperado hermit who arrived in the 
town fully armed with rifle and knives, 
with the avowed intention of killing the 
local constable. Mr. Wyrzykowski, in his 
capacity as magistrate, walked down the 
centre of the street, unarmed, and 
accosted the would-be-murderer, placed 
him under arrest, disarmed him, and 
subsequently in his capacity as magis
trate sentenced him to a long term of 
imprison men t. 

During his early residence Mr. 
Wyrzykowski acted as counsellor, banker 
and general adviser to the early settlers of 
the countryside, whilst his wife acted as 
doctor, nurse and druggist, there being 
no physician closer than Winnipeg. 

The settlers bought their supplies at 
the store on credit and in the winter drew 
thousands of cords of wood. Later, 
growing of crops was commenced. 
Drawing in the grain substituted the 
drawing in of cordwood, and Mr. 
Wyrzykowski then acted as grain buyer 
for certain Winnipeg elevators. Presently 
it became known that he was handling 
large amounts of currency and that he 
maintained in his store a large safe in 
which to keep the currency. On several 
occasions the store was broken into by 
night, and his safe was blown, but Mr. 
Wyrzykowski by night secreted his 
money elsewhere. As the safe-cracking 
grew to become a habit, he ultimately 
made it a practice to leave the safe doors 
ajar by night. 

Mr. Wyrzykowski recalls trappers, 
and particularly Indians, from the Lake 
Winnipeg and the far north country 
journeying great distances to Beausejour 
to trade their furs at his store. 

On the occasion of the celebration of 
their golden jubilee Mr. and Mrs. 
Wyrzykowski held a reception at the 
Beausejour hotel, which was attended by 
some 250 persons from the immediate 
locality, from Winnipeg and from distant 
points. 

Tuesday morning nuptial mass was 
celebrated at St. Mary's church at 



Beausejour, attended by a number of the 
Polish clergy from Winnipeg and parishes 
surrounding Beausejour. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wyrzykowski are the 
parents of nine children - three sons and 
six daughters - all of whom are married. 
C. T. Wyrzykowski, barrister, of Winni
peg; Leona Sherriffs, wife of W. R. 
Sherriffs, of Beausejour, aircraft fore
man; D. A. Wyrzykowski, lumber 
merchant of Buffalo; D. V. Wyrzykow-

ski, dealer of Vancouver; Elizabeth Scott, 
wife of George Scott, bank manager, of 
Los Angeles; Helen Lasage of Calgary, 
wife of Alex Lasage of the railway 
commission; Agnes Kearns, wife of Mark 
Kearns, manufacturers' brokers, Winni.,. 
peg; Frances Giles of Winnipeg, wifeofH. 
F. Giles, bank accountant; Dora Katz of 
Detroit, wife of}. Katz. 

There are 25 grandchildren. 

Left to right: Mamie and Frances Wyrzykowki in 1915 c. 
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Harry Shuster Family History 

At the turn of the century thousands of 
Eastern European Jews left their homeland. In 1912 
so did Harry (Herschel) Shuster, from Zhitomir, 
and his wife to be, Fanny (Fania) Roitman, from 
Odessa. Harry had finished serving the compulsory 
military training of three years in the Russian 
Army. 

They turned their eyes to America to escape 
from the oppression and pogroms taking along 
nothing but hope. Mr. H. Shusterspentashorttime 
in Cordova, Argentina, before going to Winnipeg 
and joining his family. To earn a livelihood, he 
purchased a horse and wagon and made a small 
investment in assorted merchandise, mostly dry 
goods, wearing apparel and small wares. He then 
covered the farming areas of Gonor, NaroI, Cooks 
Creek, Ladywood and the Brokenhead districts. 

He selected this route because it had a large 
Ukrainian population and he could speak their 
language fluently. Therefore, communication was 
not a problem and he was warmly welcomed with 
his wares. Harry would leave the City at the 
beginning of the week and return before sunset on 
Friday in order to observe the Sabbath on Saturday. 

On June 22, 1913 Harry Shuster and Fanny 
Roitman were married in Winnipeg, where they 
resided for seven years. Harry was in a partnership 
with a younger brother, Abraham, at that time. 
They opened a dry goods store in Elmwood, which 
Abraham managed, while Harry continued making 
his rounds of the country. 

In 1920 this partnership was dissolved. In the 
spring of 1920, Harry and his devoted wife and 
family of three children: Jessie, William (Bill) and 
Jerome, moved to Beausejour. 

Mr. Shuster had the opportunity to purchase a 
general merchandise business from Mr. Burzmin
ski on the site where the Farmers' Store was 
situated on Park Avenue. A year later Harry bought 
a building on Third Street from a Mr. Borayko. He 
renovated it and to this day it has been the site of H. 
Shuster and Sons. This building was built in 1906 
and was originally situated on Ashton Avenue 
where the present Beausejour Hotel parking lot is. 
The building was moved to the present site in 1912. 
At that time Third Street was an established section 
of many active businesses, including: the Royal 
Bank, Post Office, Telephone Exchange, the 
Creamery, a flour mill, as well as a drug store, an ice 
cream parlour, printing offices, two general stores, 
a lumber yard, machinery and implement dealer, 
and the c.P.R. station, which in those years was an 
extremely busy depot. 

Having peddled throughout the area north of 
Beausejour, Harry Shuster had established regular 
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customers, who now came to the store to purchase 
their supplies. In the early 1930's, Mr. Shuster 
applied to the government for a permit to attend 
"Treaty Days" held on Indian Reservations, and sell 
provisions to them at the Hodgson and Fairford 
reserves. He did this for three years. 

In 1933 a merchant, Mr. B. Pereles, who was 
operating a business (on the present site of Bellan, 
Schroeder, and Baker law offices), wished to retire, 
and so approached Harry Shuster to purchase his 
stock. An agreement was reached with Mr. Shean, 
the owner of the building, to rent for $20.00 per 
month. The building was renovated and a 
groceteria and ice cream parlor was established. It 
was called "The Coffee Shoppe". Since it was in the 
middle of the Depression, this venture did not prove 
to be as profitable as anticipated, and after one year 
Harry disposed of it. 

Between the years 1922 and 1927 the family 
had grown. Three more children were born: Bertha 
(deceased in 1968), Dorothy, and Murray. 

In 1942 Jerome joined the army, and after his 
discharge in 1945, became a member of the 
business. Jerome worked with his father and his 
brother, Bill. 

In 1950 the N. & D. store at Whitemouth was 
purchased and operated by Bill and Murray. This 
business was sold in 1952 when Bill left to reside in 
Winnipeg. Bill went into the finance business and 
Murray rejoined his father and Jerome in 
Beausejour. 

Fanny Shuster was very much involved in the 
operation of the business until the time of her 
passing in 1943 at the age of 53. She did all the 
buying of the fabrics, dress goods and childrens and 
ladies wear. Being an excellent seamstress, when 
necessary she would do the alterations required. 

As the children were growing up, there was 
always domestic help to assist with the care of the 
family and the h'"lusehold. They were young girls 
from the surrou. ling farms. They would remain 
with the family fo. , number of years and become 
"members" of the family. Mrs. Shuster would 
sometimes make their wedding dresses. Many of 
them learned to prepare some of the favorite Jewish 
dishes. At the same time, they taught Harry to 
recognize the various kinds of cordwood that he 
was buying. At first he did not know the difference 
between spruce, jackpine and tamarac! 

Since both parents were orthodox, observant 
and caring Jews, the children were raised in an 
orthodox home. The Sabbath and Jewish holidays, 
traditions and customs were faithfully observed 
and taught. 

To this day, after 61 years, the store is still 



closed for the High Holy Days. So that the children 
could receive a Jewish education, for as long as 
necessary, Harry and FannyengagedaJewish tutor. 
This tutor usually "lived in" with the family, and so 
the children learned to read and write Yiddish as 
well as Hebrew. 

As occupied as Mrs. Shuster was in the store, 
the care of the family and her horne always carne 
first. Fanny Shuster, a very understanding and 
compassionate person, was always ready to help 
anyone in difficulty. She was an active member of 
the Women's Institute. She was also a willing 
participant in skits, contests and demonstrated her 
special technique of "strudel" making. During the 
War years, she did a great deal of sewing for the Red 
Cross. 

Harry and Fanny participated in the Jewish 
community as well, assisting in fund-raising for 
Jewish causes. Just prior to the outbreak of World 
War II, in 1938 and 1939, several Jewish families 
who had left Poland, settled on farms in St. Ouens 
and Cloverleaf. Names that corne to mind are 
Dubman, Kraut, Shapiro and Weitsner. The local 
Jewish community, in order to accomodate these 
families that wished to observe the High Holy Days, 
arranged to hold services in Beausejour. The 
Masonic Hall was rented and Harry Shuster, being 
one of the elders, was appointed to interview and 
select a Cantor to conduct the services. 

A romance between Murray and Esther 

Greenberg, the daughter of the late Abe and Marie 
Greenberg, became a reality. In 1953 they were 
married in Winnipeg and took up residence in 
Beausejour. From 1953 to 1955 Murray was with 
his father-in-law, also operating a general store in 
town. When Mr. Greenberg disposed of his 
business, Murray returned to the Shuster firm. 

Harry retired in 1953, taking up residence with 
his daughter in Winnipeg. In 1955 he passed away at 
the age of 68. The present owners, brothers Jerome 
and Murray, are serving third and fourth 
generation customers at H. Shuster and Sons. 

The children of the late Harry and Fanny 
Shuster are: Jessica, Bill, Jerome, Dorothy and 
Murray. 

Jessica of Winnipeg married Jack Goldberg 
(deceased 1962) in 1939. They have a son, Morley, 
and a daughter, Faigie, as well as three 
grandchildren. Bill also of Winnipeg married Beulah 
Sodomsky in 1950. They have one son, Joel. Jerome 
of Beausejour married Vera Landa in 1947. Jerome 
and Vera have two sons, Michael and Harley. 
Dorothy of Dryden, Ontario married Phil Daiterin 
1948. The Daiters have one son and one daughter. 
They are, Jay and Mamie. They also have two 
grandchildren. Murray of Beausejour married 
Esther Greenberg in 1953. Murray and Esther have 
one daughter, Sara, and two sons, Harold and 
Steven. 

By: Jerome Shuster. 

Left to right: Jerome, Bertha, Dorothy, Bill, Murray, Jessie, 
Jack Goldberg, Fanny and Harry Shuster (October 22nd, 
1939). 
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The Shusters in 1982. Left to right: Murray, Esther, Vera and Jerome. 

Left to right: Murray & Harry Shuster in 1929 c. 
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Walterson Family History 

Eyfi, Sigrun, Kevin and Dianne arrived in 
Beausejour on November 1, 1956. They rented a 
house from Bill Neiser and stayed there for one 
year. That house now is owned by Bill and Olga 
Frailick. At that time Eyfi came to work for Jay 
Cryderman in the small drugstore now owned by 
"Lamplighter", Radio Shack and Sears Order 
Office. In November of 1957, Eyfi was left to 
manage Cryderman Drugs and the Waltersons 
moved into the house behind the drugstore. 

In November of 1958 Eyfi bought the 
Pharmacy and Ron Sanders joined him as a full 
partner in April of 1959. They adopted the name 
"Beausejour Drugs Ltd.". Ron and Eyfi worked 
together at that store until 1975 when they moved 
into the very large "Western Drug Mart" store 
where they still operate. 

Eyfi Oliver was born on June 14, 1928. His 
parents were Joseph and Gudbjorg Walters on and 
they lived at Bru in the rural municipality of Argyle. 
Eyfi was educated at a country school called "Oliver 
School", then Glenboro High School and the 
University of Manitoba, School of Pharmacy where 
he received his degree in Pharmacy in May of 1953. 

Sigrun Margaret, nee Sigmar, was born on 
April 1, 1928. Her parents are Stefan and Emily 
Sigmar and they lived at Grund in the Rural 
Municipality of Argyle. Sigrun was educated at a 
li ttle co un try school called Frey School, then Baldur 
High School and the Winnipeg General Hospital 
where she became a Registered Nurse. 

Eyfi and Sigrun practised their professions in 
Winnipeg, Portage la Prairie, and Dryden, before 
coming to Beausejour. They have always been 
active members of the community and their church 
wherever they have resided and they continue to be 
that way in Beausejour. Eyfi was Senior Stick and 
Valedictorian in his graduating year in Pharmacy. 
He served for two years with the University Naval 
T raining Division. 

His first job after graduation was at Hill's East 
Drugstore in Portage la Prairie where he first met 
his future business partner, Ron Sanders. While 
there he was an active member of the Kinsmen 
Club. One year later came the move to Dryden, 
Ontario which was to last two and a half years. Eyfi 
was an active member of the Order of Foresters, 
Treasurer of the Golf and Country Club, a member 
of the Royal Canadian Legion and first joined the 
Lions Club, an International Service Club. 

Then came the move to Beausejour and a 
number of involvements over a period of many 
years: 
- President Canadian Cancer SOCiety Beausejour 

Branch 
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- President Beausejour Curling Club 
- President Beausejour Industrial Development 

Corpora tion 
- One of the founding Fathers and President of the 

Canadian Power Toboggan Corporation 
- President of the Beausejour Lions Club 
- Deputy District Governor of Lions International 
- Member of Advisory Board to National Drugs 

Ltd. 
- President of the Pinawa Business Association 
- Served two years as member of Pinawa Library 

Board 
- Member of Zion Lutheran Church, choir and 

building committee 
- Elected Mayor of Beausejour in 1971 and is 

presently serving his tenth year in that office 
- He is presently serving on the Board of the 

Winnipeg Enterprise Development Corporation 
He is a member of the Kellog Foundation 

Monitoring Committee on Health Care Services 
in Manitoba 

- Chairman of the Board of Directors of the 
Beausejour District Hospital 

- Chairman of the Board of Directors of East Ga te 
Lodge 

- Member of the Board of Directors of the 
Brokenhead River Planning District 

In 1964 Eyfi and Sigrun and their family moved 
to Pinawa and Eyfi operated th~ Pinawa Pharmacy 
for five years. Eyfi and Ron then sold that business 
to Ross Grant and the Waltersons moved back to 
Beausejour. They purchased their home from Leo 
Post where they presently reside. 

Sigrun worked for the late Dr. S. J. Robbie for 
eight years before retiring in October of 1980. She 
fills in at the Pharmacy when and if necessary. She 
was the organizing president of the Beausejour 
Health Auxilliary in 1972 and remains an active 
member. Sigrun was the organizing president of 
the new Lioness Club in 1979 and still holds an office 
on the executive. She is a practicing artist with the 
Eastman Art Group. She has played a low profile as 
the Mayor's wife but she supports and encourages 
all Eyfi's endeavors. 

Eyfi and Sigrun have three children: Kevin 
Fredrick was born on May 5, 1954 at Portage la 
Prairie, Manitoba. He was educated at Pinawa, 
Beausejour Senior School, the University of 
Winnipeg and Davenport, Iowa - Palmer College 
of Chiropractics where he attained his Doctorate in 
May of 1977. He married Connie Rodzinski in 
September of 1975 and they have two daughters, 
Shannon Marie and Roxanne Sigrun. Kevin 
practises his profession in Winnipeg where they 
reside. 



Dianne Lynn was bornonNovember17,1955 
in Dryden, Ontario. She was educated at Pinawa, 
Beausejour Senior School and Winnipeg. She has 
been employed by Dr. S. J. Robbie, Western Drug 
Mart anf for the last few years by the Bank of Nova 
Scotia in Winnipeg where she resides. 

Brian Kelly was born on January 11, 1961 at 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. He has been educated at 

Pinawa, Beausejour Senior School and presently is 
attending Herzing Institute. He expects to graduate 
in April of 1981 as a Computer Programmer. 

The Waltersons chose to live in Beausejour. 
Beausejour is truly, as its name implies," a good place 
to stay". 

By: Sigrun Walterson. 

Eyfi and Sigrun Walterson and family on December 15,1976. 

Badiou Family History 

Roger Alexis Badiou was born on March 
29,1953 in Cardinal, Manitoba. He was born to 
Aime and Louise (nee Philippot) Badiou. Aime was 
born on February 20,1924 in Cardinal, Manitoba. 
He is a farmer. Louise was born on March 20, 1930 
in St.Claude, Manitoba. She is an activity director. 
Aime was born to Simon and Ernestine (nee Charre) 
Badiou. Simon was born on November 17, 1888 in 
Ferrand, France. Ernestine was born on March 2, 
1896 in Chaspuzac, France. They farmed for a 
living. Louise was born to Alexis and Marie (nee 
Philippe) Philippot. Alexis was born on June 5,1889 
in Guern, France and Marie was born on June 19, 
1894 in Pontevy, France. They also farmed for a 
living. The Badiou's main ethnic origin is French and 
their religious affiliation is Roman Catholic. 

Simone Marie Marion was born on October 8, 
1953 in Notre Dame de Lourdes. She was born to 
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Paul and Francine (nee Allec) Marion. Paul was born 
on February 9, 1925 in St. Jean Baptiste, Manitoba 
and Francine was born on August 24, 1922 in 
Haywood, Manitoba. They farmed for a living. 
Paul was born to Laurent and Lucie (Ricard) Mar
ion. Laurent was born on November 4, 1889 in St. 
Jean Baptiste and Lucie was born on January 7,1894 
in St.Jean Baptiste. He was a labourer and Lucie was 
a housewife. Francine was born to Jos and Marie 
(Martin) Allec. Joe was born on March 20, 1877 in 
Laye, France and Marie was born on October 9, 
1893 in Orcieres, France. They farmed for a living. 
The Marion's ethnic origin is French and their 
religious affiliation is Roman Catholic. 

Roger Badiou married Simone Marion. Roger 
is the manager of the United Grain Growers. 
Simone is a dietary maid. 

'",,:. 



Waclaw Becker Family History 

Waclaw Becker (in the third generation it was 
changed to Baker), his wife and six children: Jacob, 
Anton, John, James, Caroline (Mrs. Henry Dancho) 
and Margaret (Mrs. Albert Englot) came from 
Beckersdorf, Austria in 1896. The settlement of 
Beckersdorf was named after Waclaw Becker's 
ancestors. He purchased 240 acres of land from E. 
A. Dugard. The land was located five miles north of 
Beausejour and Waclaw paid $750.00 for it. This 
land was unimproved, being mostly heavy timber 
north of Beaver Creek, and muskeg south of the 
Creek. Having no means of making a living, they 
used what little cash they had and bought a pair of 
oxen. They cut wood and went to town to barter 
with it for groceries. A cord was worth about 80 
cents. 

Mr. Becker was a blacksmith. He did no 
custom work, but did make his own farm 
implements. He improvised a forge with a hand
powered blower. Having no money for coal for his 
forge, he picked up the loose coal along the CPR 
tracks. 

One year the family was in dire 
straits, with potatoes growing only to 
a walnut size. Mr.Becker asked his 
neighbour, William Bachman, if they 
could pick up the heads of wheat 
which were left on the field. These 
heads were shelled by hand and used 
for food. 

Anton and Pauline on the first homestead in 1911. 
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Mr. Becker's two sons, Peter and Joseph, who 
were left in Austria to complete their military 
service, arrived in Canada at a later date. They only 
stayed one summer and then returned to Austria 
saying the flies and mosquitoes were too much for 
them. 

Waclaw's son, Anton, married Pauline Koma
dowski. Anton first worked at the Glass Factory. 
After that business went bankrupt, he had $17. in 
his pocket and with this he went to homestead in 
Biggar, Saskatchewan. After the death of Waclaw 
Becker, the family moved back to the Brokenhead 
area. Anton farmed his father's farm until his son, 
Clarence, took over in 1951. 

Anton and Pauline have seven daughters and 
three sons. Caroline married Joe T olosko and they 
live in Chicago, Illinois. They have two sons. Marge 
married Anton Tolosko; they have two daughters 
and are retired in Beausejour. Elsie married Steve 
Rysen and they live in Castlegar, B.C. They have 
three daughters and two sons. Kay married John 
Kruk and they live in Keewatin, Ontario. Kay and 

Anton and Pauline with two of their daughters. 



John have four daughters and two sons. Josie 
married Bill Smyk and they have one daughter and 
three sons. They reside in Thunder Bay, Ontario. 
Lil married George Schreyer and they live in 
Parkdale, Manitoba. They have three daughters 
and two sons. Adeline and Claude Sutherland live in 
Robson, B.c. They have one daughter and three 
sons. Clarence married Ilene Weidman and they 
have two daughters and three sons. They live in the 
Beausejour area. Ed married Victoria Yaremkevich. 
They have one daughter and live in Parkdale, 
Manitoba. 

Clarence married Ilene Weidman in 1951. 
Clarence bought the farm and changed the family 
name to Baker. Clarence and his sons have 
extended the farm operations considerably. They 
now farm 2,500 acres. Not only did they expand 
acreage, but also their cropping. The Bakers now 
grow corn, sunflowers and timothy seed along with 
the regular crops. 

Clarence takes a very active role in community 
affairs. He sits on many different committeesandis 
always willing to lend a hand for this or that 
organization. Currently he is serving as the Reeve 
for the Rural Municipality of Brokenhead and has 
done so for the last six years. Previously he served as 
councillor for three years. This last year he was 
elected to sit on the Board of Directors for the Union 
of Manitoba Municipalities representing the 
Eastern Region. Clarence has been the President of 
the Chamber of Commerce, President of the 

Curling Club and a 25 year member of the Knights 
of Columbus and seven years on the Manitoba Crop 
Insurance Corporation. Clarence and Ilene are 
active members of the St. Mary's Roman Catholic 
Church. Clarence and Ilene have two daughters, 
Corrine and Debbie, and three sons, Andy, Curtis 
and Terry. 

Andy has purchased land adjacent to his 
father's farm, known as the "River Farm". He also 
farms with his father. Andy is very active in racing 
and promoting snowmobile races. He was the 
President of the Canadian Power Toboggan 
Championships, and very active in the Farmers' 
Union of Manitoba. 

Curtis works on the farm also, and plans to go 
back to school to take Business Administration. 
Curtis married Gail Witoski on May 30,1981. Gail 
works in the Beausejour Dental Clinic. She plans on 
going back to school also. 

Terry, the third son, also works on the family 
farm. Terry is a graduate of the Edward Schreyer 
School. He has worked for the CPR as a sectionman. 

Corrine, the eldest daughter, is a school teacher 
and has taught in Beausejour. She married Bill 
Armstrong in 1975. Bill works for c.P. Rail as a 
welding foreman. They have two daughters, Maria 
and Gina. 

Debbie works for the Provincial Government 
in the Planning Department. She married Keith 
Litke in 1975. Keith and Debbie have two children, 
Colette and Jared. 

Clarence and Ilene with children: Corrine, Debbie, Andy, Curtis and Terry. 
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Bill Modrzejewski Family History 

Bill Modrzejewski was born in Poland on July 
14, 1878. He was the first born of Martin and 
Paulina Modrzejewski. He was always very 
protective of his younger brothers and sisters. He 
was not a very tall man, but as far as his work was 
concerned he could keep up to anyone. Billy will be 
remembered for his singing. He loved to sing, 
especially Christmas carols or Easter songs. He was 
unable to read because he had no opportunity to 
attend school, but his memory was fantastic. He 
sang from memory verse upon verse. In fact it was 
said he could start at 7:00 a.m. and go right on 
singing to 10:00 p.m. without singing the same song 
twice. 

Bill and Agnes Modrzejewski. 
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Bill married Agnes Graboski in 1924 and 
they settled approximately one mile west of their 
home place (on Sec. 5 Township 14 Range 7E). On 
this land was located a bountiful supply of gravel 
and this gravel was hauled and used for years on 
local roads. He also loved bees and had one of the 
largest apiaries in the area. 

Billy and Agnes had three daughters. Eleanor 
was born on August 14, 1925. She married William 
Wasylik on June 24, 1948. Their children are 
Geraldine, Kenneth, Carol, and Will. They are now 
living and farming seven miles north of Tyndall, 
Manitoba. 

Verna was born on February 21, 1929. She 
married Robert Battellino on May 28,1955. Their 
children are Carl and Donald. They are now living in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

Leona was born on August 10, 1938. She 
married Jim Murphy on September 7, 1958. They 
are now living in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

Bill Modrzejewski died on June 4, 1956, and 
was buried at the Ladywood R.c. Cemetery, 
Ladywood, Manitoba. Agnes died April 14, 1979, 
and is buried along side her husband. 



Andy Modrzejewski Family History 

Andy Modrzejewski was born in Poland on 
November 23, 1880. He was the second born in the 
Modrzejewski family, a slender, tall man always 
known to wear a hat. He loved his family, friends 
and neighbours and was always ready and willing to 
help anyone, and did. 

Andy Modrzejewski. 
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Andy had no opportunity to go to school. One 
day he had an accident while working in the bush. 
He cut his toe with an axe which caused him to keep 
off his feet for some time. When this happened, his 
mother saw the chance for Andy to do some 
studying. She handed him a prayer book and said, 
"Andy, you know your prayers by heart, now I want 
you to learn how to read them." With this tech
nique, Andy learned to read and write both English 
and Polish. 

Andy was quite a bush man. He knew how to 
handle an axe. It was known that he could cut 4 to 5 
cords of wood a day of fire killed standing poplar. He 
learned how to use a broad axe from his father, and 
when he worked there was no fooling around. 

He was always able to find odd jobs, like being a 
postmaster for the Municipality and getting 
contracts for building roads, and digging ditches 
during the spring and fall. In the winter, he would 
take bush contracting jobs and was capable of 
managing a lot of men that worked for the 
Modrzejewskis. 

In 1920, he ran for Reeve of the R.M. of 
Brokenhead and served the community for one 
year. He ran again in 1928, but after two months 
had to resign due to a road contracting job he was 
granted. He was replaced to the end of the term by 
Albert Trapp. 

Andy was still living at home when his younger 
brother John got married. He lived with John and 
Mary until he got the rare disease called Hodgkin's 
Disease. While he was ill he went to visit his mother 
and sisters in Kelowna, B.C He remained with 
them until his death on February 20, 1933. Andy 
was buried in Okanagan Mission R.C Cemetery, in 
Kelowna, B.C 



Helen Niedzweicki (Modrzejewski) Family History 

Helen Modrzejewski was born in Poland on 
February 20, 1883. She was the first daughter and 
the third child of the family. Being the eldest 
daughter, she had the responsibility of caring for 
her younger brothers and sisters, and was a great 
help to her mother. It was no easy task for her. 
However, her mother made sure she had an 
opportunity to get away from home and work out. 
Helen worked first for the Fawcett family in 
Beausejour, then the Putman family in Winnipeg as 
well as a family in Bird's Hill. 

At the age of 20 she married Jacob Niedzweicki 
at the Ladywood Church on January 10, 1903, with 
the reception held at the Modrzejewski homestead. 
Her father, Martin, helped them build their house 
which was located on Sec.17, Township 14, Rge.8E 
in Ladywood, Manitoba, and which they occupied 
for approximately 17 years. They were blessed with 
a large family. 

Helen Modrzejewski. 

Mary was born on December 25, 1903. She 
married Alec Magel of Lydiatt, Manitoba. Her 
children were: Robert, Harold and Allan. She is now 
living in Vancouver. B.C 
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Velma was born on September 6, 1905. She 
married Harold Hudson of Los Angeles, California, 
U.S.A. Her children are Gordon and Helene. She is 
now living in Los Angeles, California, U.S.A. 

Ed was born on February IS, 1907. He married 
Ann Allen of Kelowna, B.C His children are Allan 
and Michael. Ed was injured in a logging accident in 
Kelowna, B.C, and died three days later on 
November 29, 1952. 

Jack was born on April 25, 1910. He married 
Nancy Bosfield of Oliver, B.C His children are 
Russel, Margo, Kenneth, Jim, Danny, Bill, Jack and 
Tom. Jack was injured in a logging accident on July 
23, 1963, and suffered for 15 years. He died in 
Vancouver Compensation Hospital on August 19, 
1978 and was cremated. 

Alf was born on April 1, 1913. He marriedJanet 
Maculey of Kelowna, B.C Their children are Marie, 
Allan, Stanley, Larry, Colleen, Gary and Deborah. 
Alf is now living in Kelowna, B.C 

Beth (Elsie) was born on August 13, 1915. She 
is now living in Vancouver, B.C 

The twins, Joseph and John, were born on 
September 14, 1917 and both died on September 14, 
1917. 

In 1918, Jacob and Helen Niedzewiecki sold 
their home place and bought another farm near 
Beausejour, Manitoba, Sec.25, Township 12 
Rge.7E, where they farmed as well as operated a 
large dairy. Their five youngest children were born 
in Beausejour, Manitoba. Joseph was born on 
March 19, 1919. He married Eileen Bowes of 
Kelowna, B.C Their children are Gregory and 
Gillian. Joseph is now living in Kelowna, B.C 

Jennie (Vema) was born on August 24,1921. 
She married Len Boetler of Vancouver. Their 
children are Brian and Barbara. Jennie died on April 
IS, 1976 and was buried at the Ocean View 
Cemetery, Vancouver B.C 

Helene was born on March 11, 1924. She is 
now living in Vancouver. 

Larry was born on February 14, 1926. He 
married Dedie Dickie of Vancouver. They have one 
daughter, Lori. They are now living in Kelowna, 
B.C 

Tom was born on September 8, 1928. He is 
now living in Los Angeles, California. 

After raising this large family and after all the 
hardships Helen encountered in her lifetime, she 
was able to enjoy a few peaceful, happy years with 
her children in Kelowna. Helen died on September 
10,1954. She was buried in the Kelowna Cemetery. 



Rose Modrzejewski. 

Rose Bailey (Modrzejewski) Family History 
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Rose Modrzejewski was born in Poland on 
October 1, 1885. She was the fourth child and the 
second daughter of Martin and Paulina. She worked 
along side her sister Helen, helping her mother with 
household chores, etc. As a young girl she had an 
opportunity to work in Winnipeg and did so for 
several years. In 1924 she went to visit her sister, 
May, in Kelowna, B.C and never came back to this 
part of the country. She loved the mountains and 
the countryside and decided to make B.C her home. 
To begin with, she got a job in Kelowna then in 1927 
she met and married John Melchor Bailey. John 
owned a little log cabin in an area called "Joe Ridge" 
and that's where he took his bride. There they had a 
family of two, Mary and Jack. 

Rose became very ill in "Joe Ridge" and they 
thought she would lose her life. She survived, 
although she was left with very bad legs. Being in 
this condition, she was forced to be in bed 75% of the 
time for the rest of her life. This didn't stop her from 
being a wonderful housekeeper and cook. The buns 
that came out of her kitchen were prize winners 
every time. During the time she was off her feet and 
in bed, you could see her propped up on her pillows, 
her fingers busy knitting to beat the band making 
supplies for the whole family. 

Rose lived to the age of 89 years. She died on 
November 14, 1974 and is buried in the Okanagan 
Mission R. C Cemetery, Kelowna, B.C 



Joseph Modrzejewski Family History 

Joseph (Joe) Modrzejewski was born in Poland 
on August 12, 1888. He was the fifth member of 
Martin and Pauline's family. He was known to be 
the hunter and the meat provider of the family. 
When Modrzejewskis first came to Canada and 
settled in Winnipeg, he was only four years old. His 
mother often sent him to the store. He knew how to 
use his charm and was able to get extra soup bones 
or meat from the butcher for just a few cents, and 
sometimes for nothing. When they moved to the 
homestead he became the proud owner of a shot 
gun, and at the age of eight years he was being 
trained on how to use it. Joe became a terrific shot. 
Very seldom would he come home from his hunting 
trips empty handed. He would shoot prairie 
chickens or rabbits and sometimes a deer. There 
was always something for his mother to prepare for 
the family to eat. 

Joe was a very serious-natured person. When 
there was work to be done, there was no "Tom 
Foolery". Whatever job he undertook was done to 
perfection. He also loved good horses. He made a 
wonderful teamster. He knew how to groom 
horses, feed then and take care of them. When they 
brought the horses home from hauling heavy 
cordwood all winter, they were in better physical 
condition than when they went to the bush in the 
fall. These same horses that worked so hard all 
winter also had to do the harrowing, seeding, etc. in 
the spring. Joe would have their harnesses in tip top 
shape, all polished, and when he hitched his horses 
to the wagon, sleigh, or what have you, they looked 
like show horses. They understood every word that 
Joe spoke to them! . 

Joseph and Katherine Modrzejewski. 
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As serious as Joe was, he proposed and married 
a very fun loving beautiful neighbour by the name 
of Katherine Chorney, better known as Katie. Joe 
and Katie were married on July 23, 1912 at the 
Ladywood Roman Catholic Church, with the 
reception held at the Modrzejewski homestead. 
They also lived there with the family for a year and a 
half. In 1913 Joe and Katie bought 240 acres from 
E.A.Dugard described as Sec.18, Township 13, 
Range 8E. That area was also named the "Whiskey 
Marsh" due to the swampy lands around. In May of 
1914 Joe and Katie along with their three month old 
son, Alfred, moved to their new home. They settled 
here and built up their beautiful farm and raised 
their five children. 

Joseph and Katherine Modrzejewski. 

Their first born was Alfred (Alf), who was 
born on February 12, 1914 in Sandhill, Manitoba. 
He married Sabina (Sue) Lachowski on November 
7, 1936. They had one daughter, Dorothy. Alf and 
Sue still farm their land in Cromwell, Manitoba and 
live there all summer and during the winter they 
enjoy their home in La Feria, Texas, U.S.A. 

Edward (Ed) was born on August 25, 1919 at 
Cromwell, Manitoba. He married Victoria (Vicky) 
Urbanski on June 17,1944. Their family consists of 
Donald, Gerald (Gerry), Reginald and Cathy. Ed 
and Vicky run the experimental farm in Cromwell, 
Manitoba and to this day Ed still faithfully reads the 
temperature every day and keeps a record of it. 

John Oohnnie) was born on March 14, 1923 at 
Cromwell. He married Joan Schultz on October 6, 
1951. Their children are: Audrey, Robert, Cynthia 
and Barbara. John and Joan farm 660 acres of land in 
Cromwell, Manitoba, just one and a half miles east 
of the Ladywood Highway. 



Victor was born on April 27, 1925 at Cromwell. 
He married Agnes Dreger on November 7, 1951. 
Their children are: Sandra, Janice, Ronald and 
Sharon. Victor settled on his father's place and is still 
farming his 400 acres. 

Josephine, the youngest and only girl, was born 
on May 6, 1930. She married Leonard (Leo) 
Naaykens on September 30, 1950. They had one 
son, Mark. Josephine presently lives in Beausejour, 
Manitoba and is employed by the Town of 
Beausejour in the Municipal Office. 

Joe and Katie had a very good life together, and 
there are not too many couples that worked hand in 

hand as they did. However, at a fairly young age 
they were forced to retire, for Katie got ill and had to 
leave the farm. In 1949 Joe and Katie built a home on 
Third Street South in Beausejour and as Katie often 
indicated, it was "a heaven on earth and truly a 
dream come true". They were both very happy but 
not for long, for Katie died three years later on 
March 14, 1953. Joe continued living in this home 
with his daughter Josephine and grandson Mark, 
until his death on February 28, 1970. Both Joe and 
Katie are buried in the Beausejour Roman Catholic 
Cemetery. 

Josephine Modrzejewski Family History 

Josephine Modrzejewski was born in Poland 
on March 20, 1892. She was only nine months old 
when her father and mother, Martin and Pauline, 
came to Canada. She grew up to be a tall, friendly 
lady with a big heart for everyone. She had an 
opportunity to get some schooling. During the 
summers she helped out on the homestead, and 
during the winters, when her family did the bush 
contracting jobs, she did all the cooking at their 
camps. As a young girl she worked in Winnipeg, and 

Josephine Modrzejewski. 
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around 1925 she travelled west to Kelowna, B.C to 
visit her sister, May. In Kelowna she became a joint 
owner of the Corner Store which she and her sister 
May operated for 23 years. Upon selling the store, 
she travelled east to Halifax where she was a hostess 
for six years at Bishop's Palace. Josephine worked 
for Bishop McNally until his death in 1952. She 
returned to Kelowna, B.C and settled on a parcel of 
beach property, which she was determined to buy as 
the "most heavenly spot" of all of Okanagan Lake. 
She lived and enjoyed the beach and had her arms 
opened to all her family and friends to enjoy it with 
her. She was known by all for many, many years as 
"Aunt Jo", not only to her family but to everyone in 
Kelowna. She died on March 12, 1975 at Kelowna 
and was buried in the Okanagan Mission Roman 
Catholic Cemetery, Kelowna, B.C 

:c:-



May Wyrzykowski (Modrzejewski) Family History 

May Wyrzykowski (Modrzejewski). 

May Modrzejewski was born on Patrick 
Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba, on March 27, 1895. 
She was baptised at Immaculate Conception 
Church on Austin Avenue, just north of the c.P.R. 
Station in Winnipeg. Six weeks later her parents 
took up the homestead in Ladywood, Manitoba. 
Being the youngest daughter, she was privileged to 
go to school. She finished her education at St. 
Mary's Academy in Winnipeg and became a teacher. 
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Her first school was the local neigh bourhood school 
at Sandhill where she taught for one year. Next year 
she taught at White Poplar, which was also in the 

. Sandhill district. In 1921 she married Dominic 
Wyrzykowski at the St. Mary's Roman Catholic 
Church on St. Mary Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
and with him, travelled west as far as West Bank, 
B.C. While living in West Bank, they scouted the 
area and loved Kelowna, B.c., which was located 
across the Okanagan Lake from West Bank. They 
purchased a corner lot upon which they built a 
corner store. May was the owner and operator of 
that store for 23 years. Also there she raised her one 
and only son, John. In February of 1944 she lost her 
son. He was killed in an airplane crash at Penhold, 
Alberta while serving in the Air Force during the 
Second World War. 

One year after his death they sold the corner 
store and settled on their beach property along the 
beautiful Okanagan Lake. Away from the main 
house she built a little secluded cabin where she did 
her sewing, reading and reminiscing. Her door was 
always open to all her family and friends and she 
welcomed everyone with open arms. She was called 
Aunt May by many people. After the death of her 
sister, Jo, in 1975, she disposed of all their earthly 
belongings, sold the beautiful property which was 
often described as a "little bit of heaven", and moved 
to a nursing home in Vancouver. She lived there for 
two years until her death on February 24, 1978, and 
was buried along side her loved ones at the 
Okanagan Mission Roman Catholic Cemetery, 
Kelowna, B.C. 



John Modrzejewski Family History 

John Modrzejewski. 

John Modrzejewski was born on April 1, 1897 
at Ladywood, Manitoba. He was the second 
youngest in a family of four sisters and three 
brothers. Modrzejewskis, being a pioneering 
family, the eldest never had an opportunity to have 
any formal schooling. They had decided that 
the two youngest, John and May, would get some 
basic schooling in the three R's at Sandhill, 
Manitoba. 

John was nine years of age at the time and large 
for his age when he began school. He felt ill at ease 
when he found himself with the six year olds. It 
embarrassed him to no end. This made him buckle 
down and he made four grades that first year. Then 
he passed all his grades yearly until he finished his 
grade eight. 

The family decided that Johnny should get 
further schooling in Winnipeg where he attended 
Mulvey Public High School for two years. The first 
year and a half went along fine but then he got 
homesick and couldn't study anymore. He begged 
the family let him come home and they consented. 
Being a strapping young man of 16 years, he felt this 
was where he belonged, along with his family, 
clearing the land of trees and stumps and plowing 
the land. Pioneering introduced him to a life of hard 
work and everything else that goes with farming. 

At the age of 24, he decided to marry a beautiful 
young girl by the name of Mary Kohar. The union 
took place at the Roman Catholic Church at 
Ladywood (the church that his father, Martin, had 

889 

helped to build of logs) on the 24th of January in 
1922 by Rev. Joseph Misner, witnessed by Stephen 
Peluk and Susan Kohar. 

John and Mary had three children. The eldest 
was Ambrose, who was born on December 7,1922. 
He married Florence Kawecki of Ladywood, 
Manitoba on November 11, 1950. Their children are 
Martin, Christine, Paul, Bruce and Karen. Ambrose 
is still living and farming with his son Bruce on the 
original homestead of Martin and Paulina Modrze
jewski. 

Leonard was born on March 8, 1930. He 
married Dorothy Graham of Minnedosa, Manito
ba. Their children are Jeff, Robert, Coleen, Murray, 
Jimmy and Dawn. Leonard is now living in 
Kamloops, B.C. 

Olive, the only daughter, was born on 
December 11, 1937. She married Robert (Bob) 
Rudolph of Tampa, Florida, U.S.A. Her children are 
Greg, Curtis and Stuart. Olive is still living in 
Tampa, Florida. 

John and Mary lived, farmed, and raised their 
children on the original Modrzejewski homestead 
until 1967 when they retired leaving their farm for 
their son, Ambrose, to carry on. The folks moved to 
Beausejour and John settled next to his older 
brother Joe, where they were able to enjoy their old 
age together and reminisce about old times. 

John encountered many hardships as so many 
pioneers did. One terrible set back was when he had 
his neck broken on November 24, 1940. This took a 
long time to get over and he never did feel the same 
again. 

John was a school trustee for eight years for the 
Sandhill School District. He also had been 
instrumental in excavating the basement for the 
present Roman Catholic Church at Ladywood. 

In the latter part of his life he reinforced the 
original crucifix his father had built. It is now 
erected in front of this church. He also helped erect 
the Calvery monument that now stands at the 
Ladywood Cemetery. He was still very close to all 
the pioneers occupying this cemetery and to them 
he made a tribute. He imprinted a sign which is still 
hanging on the cemetery gates. It is imprinted in 
Polish and in it the pioneers are talking to us saying 
"Who you are I have been and who I am you will be". 

John joined his pioneer friends on July 27,1971 
and his wife, Mary, joined him on December 19, 
1980. They are now lying side by side in the Roman 
Catholic Cemetery in Ladywood, Manitoba. 



Alfred (Alj) Modrzejewski Family History 

Alfred (Alf) Modrzejewski was born in 
Sandhill, Manitoba on February 12,1914. He is the 
eldest son of Joseph and Katherine Modrzejewski 
and the first grandson of Martin and Paulina to 
carryon the Modrzejewski name. He was born on 
the Modrzejewski homestead. In May of 1914 when 
Alf was only three months old he moved along with 
his father and mother to their new location at 
Sec.1S, Township 13, Range SE. 

Alf's Aunt May was a school teacher at White 
Poplar School. In 1920, Alfwent to stay with her and 
was introduced to his first schooling. The following 
year he started school permanently and attended 
the Cromwell School until he completed his grades. 

Like most pioneer children, and especially 
being the eldest, Alf was very helpful to his parents. 
He worked alongside his dad and mother 
throughout the years. He also spent five winters 
logging in bush camps with the Modrzejewski 
family. 

At the age of 22 years Alf married his school 
chum Sabina (Sue) Lachowski on November 7, 
1936. Alf and Sue lived the winter with Alf's folks 
and the following spring started to build their own 
little quarters across the road from the Cromwell 
School. In front of the house was attached a store 
where they supplied groceries for the community 
and school supplies for the children attending 
school. This was the only store in this location and it 
became very popular. In the evenings it was an ideal 
place for the neighbouring fellows to gather for 
games of cards, a neighbourly chit chat, and of 
course many came for their groceries. There were 
no particular hours kept for the store. The doors 
were opened at any hour in the morning and closed 
only when everyone went home at night. When 
chores, field work or shopping in the City had to be 
done, the store would be closed. But on the other 
hand, if Alf and Sue were in, that store would 
remain open from early morning to late at night, 
seven days a week. 

Alf and Sue Modrzejewski (La Feria Feb./79). 

890 

At this time the farm lands of the area were 
heavily populated. It was therefore easy for a small 
area like Cromwell, Ladywood or Sandhill to have a 
number of boys to make up a baseball team and a 
hockey team. Alf, being a very sports minded 
person, was one of the organizers. Alf played 
baseball from the time he was 12 years old, and loved 
it. He was known for his home runs. He first played 
with his school friends and stayed with them into 
their adult years. One by one his fellow players 
would give up, but Alf continued playing with his 
friend's sons and continued belting home runs. 
Only one thing was wrong. The bases were placed 
further and further apart each year, until finally he 
had to give it up. 

The Cromwell District was also known for its 
different organizations for young farmers. Alf was 
a member of the Poultry and Calf Club and a leader 
of the Tractor and Seed Club. Sue was a leader of the 
Sewing Club. Alf and Sue were directors of the 
Brokenhead Agriculture SOciety for 25 years. They 
served as Secretary Treasurers for 10 years. Alf was 
also a Secretary for the Cromwell School district 
until it dissolved. 

When cars in the vicinity became popular and 
the distance to Beausejour and Winnipeg seemed 
shorter, the young people found other forms of 
entertainment. Cromwell became a very quiet 
district. That's when Alf and Sue gave up their store 
and converted it into living quarters. 

During the fall and winters oftheyears 1947 to 
1967, Alf worked for the Province of Manitoba as a 
poultry inspector. He travelled to all parts of 
Manitoba seeing egg shippers and inspecting and 
vaccinating flocks of birds against diseases. Sue 
stayed home and kept the home fires burning. She 
also took care of their poultry farm. 

At one time, Alfand Sue farmed 720 acres of 
land. Sue worked in the fields right alongside her 
husband, from seeding to combining time. In 1980 
they decided to sell a part of their farm. They are still 
farming 240 acres and they still enjoy "country 
living". 

Alf and Sue had one daughter, Dorothy, who 
was born on November 24, 1940. She married 
Maurice Frost. They have one daughter, Gillian, 
and live in Victoria, B.C. 

In 1967 Alf and Sue travelled south to see how 
the winters felt in Texas. They loved it! In fact, in 
1971 they purchased a house in La Feria, Texas, 
which they call their winter home. Now you see 
them packing up every fall and heading south with 
the birds and returning to their home in Cromwell 
in the spring. 



Edward (Ed) Modrzejewski Family History 

Edward (Ed) Modrzejewski was born at 
Cromwell, Manitoba on August 25,1919. He was 
the second son ofJoseph and Katherine. Ed received 
his schooling at Cromwell School- a one room 
school from grades one to eight, with only one 
teacher responsible for about 72 pupils. 

No sooner was Ed finished his schooling and 
able to be of some help to his dad when he was called 
to the army in 1940. He served in the forces for four 
years. He was stationed mostly in the British 
Columbia area. He returned horne and married 
Victoria (Vicky) Urbanski on June 17, 1944 and they 
settled in the Cromwell District. 

Edward and Victoria Modrzejewski. 
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Ed and Vicky had four children. The oldest was 
Donald (Don) who is now teaching in Vancouver, 
B.c. The second one was Gerald (Gerry); he 
married Adele Henderson on July 6,1976 and they 
have a little son named Zachray (Zak). Gerry is 
employed by Eaton's of Canada and works and lives 
with his family in Vancouver, B.C. Reginald (Reg), 
their third son, was born on April 23, 1954. He 
married Beverley Ostop in 1979. Reg is employed by 
the Ford Company of Winnipeg and he and Bev 
presently live in Winnipeg, Manitoba. Cathy, the 
only girl and the youngest, is attending the 
University of Manitoba at present taking Horne 
Economics. 

Eddy and Vicky farm 480 acres of land. Their 
farm was chosen to be the Experimental Farm for 
this area in 1950. To this day you will find test plots 
of all types of grain, etc. on this farm. Also Ed is very 
faithful in taking the daily temperatures and 
keeping records. He also measures rainfall and 
other related factors. 

Ed is a very active member of the Knights of 
Columbus of Beausejour Council. He was a Grand 
Knight for two years. Ed is also a member of the 
Royal Canadian Legion. He loves his community 
work and is always willing to help. 

Ed and Vicky have given up their livestock and 
are straight grain farmers now. They still live on 
their farm and enjoy their country horne in 
Cromwell. 



John (Johnnie) Modrzejewski Family History 

John (Johnnie) Modrzejewski, the third son of 
Joseph and Catherine, was born on March 14, 1923. 
John, like his older brothers, attended the Cromwell 
School. He was the true farmer of the family. He 
loved farming and working with horses from the 
time he was a very young man. He was a gambler of 
sorts, and was able to foretell what crops would do 
good in certain fields. He would take a chance and do 
well as a result. One year, as a young lad, he wanted 
to raise pigs. His father said, "Go ahead, but I don't 
want anything to do with them". He was successful 
and with that money he purchased his first 80 acres 
of land. 

However, he also got an urge to travel, and at 
the age of 19 he and his cousin, Ambrose, headed ou t 
for British Columbia. Ambrose stayed away one 
month and returned home, but John stayed on all 
winter, got a job as a carpenter, and worked in 
Vancouver. He liked it, but still said there was 
nothing better than farming. He returned home in 
the spring of 1945. That year John wanted to plant 
rye. His father was furious! He said, "John, what are 
you doing? Rye is only 78¢ a bushel, it's worthless, 
and you are using the best land for it". But John 
wanted rye and seeded it. It produced a bumper crop 
and that fall the prices of rye shot up to $4.73 per 
bushel. Again John won out, and with this money he 
bought Joe and Stella Ilchena's farm. He settled on 
this farm after he married Joan Schultz on October 
6, 1951. The location is 1+2 miles east of Cromwell 
were he and Joan still live. They raised a family of 
four children. 
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John and Joan Modrzejewski. 

First born was Audrey, who married Stan 
Englot. They have two sons, Jason and Jeffrey, and 
reside on McCalman A venue in Winnipeg. 

Second born was son Robert (Bob). He is a 
cement finisher, and also an assistant farmer to 
John. 

Third born was Cynthia (Cindy). She is 
working in Winnipeg at the Grain Institute Co. She 
is a girl that loves to travel. 

The youngest is Barbara (Barb), who is still 
attending the Edward Schreyer School in Beause-
jour. 



Victor (Vic) Modrzejewski Family History 

Victor (Vic) Modrzejewski was the fourth son 
and the youngest boy of Joseph and Katherine and 
was born in Cromwell, Manitoba on April 27, 1925. 

Poor Vic! He got all the hand-me-downs from 
his three older brothers, and when he was finished 
with these clothes there was nothing left to pass on. 
Vic also attended the Cromwell grade school and 
completed it. Following his older brothers footsteps, 
he also became a farmer. Vic was the mechanic of 
the family. He loved to take things apart to see what 
made them tick. Occasionally things worked out 
well for him and he put them back in good shape. 
Sometimes they worked well but looked different 
and sometimes they landed in the scrap pile. But all 
in all, Vic came up with some clever ideas in making 
his farm chores and farming easier. Not only did he 
do this for himself, but for others also. 

After his father retired in 1949, Vic took his 
farm over and is still farming in the same place. His 
acreage has now increased to 400 acres. 

A t one time he tried his hand in raising pigs and 
had as many as 500. This was no easy task, but Vic, 
being mechanically inclined and inventive, rigged 
the whole system up so that feeding his pigs became 
relatively easy. All he did was push buttons. He ran 
his piggery for 20 years. He then went into mixed 
grain farming, which he is still doing to this day. 

On November 3, 1951 Vic married Agnes 
Dreger. Agnes, at a very young age, was stricken by 
Multiple-Sclerosis. After their four children were 
born, she had to use a wheelchair and eventually 
was hospitalized, leaving Vic to raise their four 
children. He did a wonderful job in raising them. 

Their first born was Sandra who was born on 
November 24,1952. Sandra married Peter Kowalyk 
and they have two children, Candice (Candy) and 
Kevin. Both live in Winnipeg. 
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Victor Modrzejewski. 

Second was Carol whom they call Janice. Sheis 
employed with the c.P. Rail Purchasing Depart
ment and resides in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

The third is a son, Ronald (Ronnie). He is a boy 
that is not afraid to tackle any job. He is very 
interested in farming and hopes to be able to take 
over his father's farm eventually. 

The youngest is Sharon. At the age of 16 she 
operated a combine by herself. At present she is 
employed by the Manitoba Pool Elevator Livestock 
Department in Winnipeg. She resides in Winnipeg. 



Ambrose Modrzejewski Family History 

Ambrose Modrzejewski was the first born to 
John and Mary Modrzejewskion December 7, 1922 
at Sandhill, Manitoba. He went to the Sandhill 
School where he completed his eighth grade. 
Ambrose hoped to continue his schooling but found 
it difficult to catch up with his studies after missing 
at least a month and a half of school due to the 
harvest and fall plowing. So he followed his father's 
footsteps and decided to take up farming full time. 

In 1940, when his father had a serious accident 
and had his neck broken in a car accident, Ambrose 
became his father's right hand. With his father's 
guidance, he started operating their 620 acres of 
land at the age of 18 years. 

At that time, the only recreation the young 
farm boys had in the area was to play baseball. 
Ambrose played ball and loved it! He played first for 
Sandhill, then for Ladywood and then was the 
pitcher for the Cromwell baseball team for seven 
years. He was known for his fast ball. The opposing 
team were always quite concerned over Ambrose's 
strong pitching arm. 

Ambrose continued helping his folks run the 
farm but in 1950 he decided he needed a partner so 
he married his school chum, Florence Kawecki. 
They built a little house in the same yard as his 
father and continued running the farm. This is 
where Ambrose and Florence started their family. 
The first born was Martin. He was born on October 
23, 1951 and presently works out of Selkirk on the 
c.P. Railroad. 

Ambrose and Florence Modrzejewski (1957). 
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Next there was a girl born to them by the name 
of Christine. She was born on June 4, 1952. She 
married Gary Noble and they have a small son 
named Jason. They live in the Tyndall area. 

Then came Paul who was born on October 17, 
1954. Paul married Gail Laurie and they have a 
family of two, Samantha and Daniel. Paul and Gail 
live on James Avenue in Beausejour, Manitoba. Paul 
is presently employed as a mechanic for Gretsing
er's Garage in Beausejour. 

Their next son, Bruce, was born on February 
25, 1959. Bruce is becoming the farmer of the family 
and is still living and loving the farm. 

After Ambrose and Florence had their 
children, they found their house getting too small 
and decided to switch homes with Ambrose's 
parents. In 1967his parents moved their little house 
to Beausejour on a lot next to his older brother, Joe. 
Ambrose and Florence continued farming the 
original Modrzejewski homestead. They had 
another child by the name of Karen who was born 
on July 17, 1968. Karen is presently attending the 
Edward Schreyer School. 

In 1975 Florence became seriously ill. Even 
with all the loving care her husband gave her, she 
died on August 18, 1979. Ambrose is still continuing 
to farm the Modrzejewski homestead, hoping his 
son Bruce will take over in time. Ambrose was 
always very mindful of his family. 



-_ .. _---_._- - ---_ .. _-_. -_._---- - _._-- - -.- -- - -- ._- - - - _ .. -- -- - - - - ._--- - - - - - - - - - -- .------------------------

Josephine Naaykens (Modrzejewski) Family History 

Josephine Naaykens Modrzejewski was born 
in Cromwell, Manitoba on May6, 1930. She was the 
youngest and only girl born to Joseph and Katherine 
Modrzejewski. At the time of her birth, her brother 
Ed stood behind the kitchen door with a broom and 
said that if that mid-wife delivered another boy he 
would let her have it. Luckily it was a girl and all were 
safe. Being the only girl and having four older 
brothers, her duties began at a very young age, 
helping her mother take care of the home and 
learning all her techniques in housekeeping. She 
worked alongside her not only in the house, but in 
the garden as well as doing the daily farm yard 
chores outside. 

Again, being the youngest and the only girl, 
her father and mother were always very protective 
of her. They would take her along wherever they 
went. At that time her father owned a 1929 green 
Nash car and when he drove, he was no speeder. If 
he travelled 35 miles an hour, he was in a hurry. 
Normally it was 25, 20, 15 and if you didn't like it you 
could always get out and walk. There was no radio in 
the car and she was not allowed to talk or make 
noises when her father and mother were discussing 
all kinds of conditions and situations. She had to sit 
in the back seat and listen. To this day, she can come 
up with some fantastic stories. 

Josephine and her brothers attended the 
Cromwell Grade School. She took her grade nine by 
correspondence, continued her schooling at 
Ladywood and completed it at Kelowna, B.C. She 
had also attended the Herbert Business College at 
Kelowna where she completed her stenography 
course. 

Just as she was ready to head out into the 
business world she was called back home. Her 
mother was sick and needed help. Josephine came 
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back and settled on the farm again. It wasn't long 
after that she met a young man by the name of 
Leonard (Leo) Naaykens, and married him on 
September 30,1950. They had one son named Mark 
who was born on September 29, 1954. Mark 
married Diane Galay on November 3,1979. They 
live in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

Josephine was able to be with her mother, 
Katherine, until her death on March 14,1953. She 
also remained with her father, Joseph, until his 
death on February 28, 1970. Josephine is now 
employed by the Town of Beausejour, working at 
the Town Office. She lives in Beausejour, 
Manitoba. 

Josephine and son Mark Naaykens. 



Modrzejewski (Modjeski) Family History 

The Modrzejewski family originally came to 
Canada in 1892 from Berestecko, Smolawa 
Volyhnia, Russia. It was a part of Poland but under 
Russian Rule. Martin and Paulina came with their 
six children ranging in age from 14 years to nine 
months. They were: Billy, 14 years; Andy, 12 years; 
Helen, nine years; Rose, seven years; Joseph, four 
years; and Josephine, nine months. Just when 
Josephine was born, another religious upheavel was 
starting to brew. That's when Martin and Paulina 
decided to get away from it all and headed to a new 
peaceful country to start a new life for themselves 
and their family. They sold their property and their 
belongings. However, the financial transaction was 
not quite completed. They were informed that by 
the time they got to Liverpool, England everything 
would be ready for them. In Liverpool they were to 
get their boat to come across to Canada. However, 
when they got there, their documents and monies 
were not ready. Martin and his son, Andy, were 
permitted to sail ahead of the family in order to find 
work and lodgings for the family when they arrived. 
Paulina and the rest were to remain in Liverpool 
until everything was settled. 

When Martin and Andy arrived in Winnipeg 
they scouted around for several days looking for 
jobs, but no work was available. They had heard tha t 
in Edmonton, Alberta there were openings so with 
the little bit of money they still had they bought 
train tickets for Edmonton. In Edmonton came the 
same story: NO EMPLOYMENT ANYWHERE. In 
fact, it was worse. Martin by this time was beyond 

Martin Modrzejewski. 
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himself. By now there was no money left and no 
jobs. There was only one thing left to do and that 
was to walk back to Winnipeg across country. And 
they did. They slept in hay stacks, straw stacks, 
anywhere they could find some cover. They went 
days without food. Sometimes they stopped and 
helped a farmer with some job just to get something 
to eat. Gradually they made their way back to 
Winnipeg. When they finally arrived, Paulina and 
the whole family were already there. Paulina was 
very ill on the boat and had to nurse her youngest 
child. When they finally got off the boat at Halifax 
and boarded a train for Winnipeg, they found there 
was no food. Because the mother was ill, she never 
thought of taking some. All she wanted was to get 
off the boat. The other people had taken food 
enough to last them on their journey. They shared 
some of the food with Pa uline' s children. When they 
reached Winnipeg they stayed in the immigration 
hall for some time, until they located a place to stay. 
Billy was left there to care for the children while the 
mother went out to scrub floors, wash clothes, or 
just anything to earn a few cents. 

When Martin and Andy finally located their 
family, Paulina said they looked so poor and ragged 
she had a hard time to recognize them. Martin and 
his two older sons gradually were able to locate an 
odd job here and there. Pauline continued doing 
laundry and cleaning in order to make a living. They 
finally found a suite in a duplex on Patrick Street 
where they lived and worked for three years. They 
were able to purchase a cow and some chickens so 

Pauline Modrzejewski. 
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they would have their own milk and eggs. In fact, 
Joe, who was a little over four years of age, with his 
sister, Rose, who was three years older, recalls 
pasturing the cows by the General Hospital, now 
known as the Health Sciences Centre. 

After doing every type of job imaginable in 
Winnipeg they heard of homesteads for sale, and 
although they didn't know anything about farming, 
were willing to try their hand at it. They bought 160 
acres of heavy timber land which consisted of 
jackpine, tamarac, poplar, elm and oak. Martin, with 
his skill of building, and his two older boys, Billy and 
Andy, started to cut trees, hewing them into logs 
and began to build up their homestead. This was on 
Section 22, Township 14, Range 7E (the present 
location would be one mile north of the present 
Roman Catholic Church and three miles west) in 
Ladywood, Manitoba. 

In April of 1895, the whole family moved to 
their new homestead along with a new addition to 
the family, a little six week old girl named May, who 
was born on March 27, 1895 on Patrick Street in 
Winnipeg. 

The years that followed were full of 
continuous hardship. The whole family from the 
oldest to the youngest had to work, clear land, build 
up their homestead, and sow their grain for 
livestock. Paulina was able to plant some vegetable 
seeds and potatoes around the trees so that they 
would have their own vegetables and also have a 
supply for the winter. 

It was nothing to hear of Martin (the father) 
carrying 100 pounds of flour from Beausejour to 
their homestead through bush, swamp and tall 
grass, approximately 12 miles, with nowhere to rest 
his bag because the ground was too wet. He could 
only lean it against trees for a break. 

Two years later after they were on this farm 
they experienced a great drought. The swamps 
became so dry that even in these areas the farmers 
had to dig holes in order to get water to drink. In the 
year 1897, a great fire started in the area from the 
smoke stack of a train. Due to the tall dry swamp 
grass along with a 60 mile an hour southwest wind, 
the fire quickly spread in a northeasterly direction 
burning everything - homesteaders, their homes 
and animals along with all wild life, etc. It made a 
clean sweep from Tyndall through to Ladywood, all 
the way down to the Brokenhead River where it 
came to a halt. It by-passed the Modrzejewski 
homestead but many of their neighbours were 
affected. Some were burned to death along with all 
that they possessed. Some only had partial losses. 
Many stories were to be told about this tragic fire. 
However, the government did help some of these 
homesteaders. Some were given beds, mattresses, 
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and bedding along with many other items which 
helped them back on their feet. 

Due to this fire there was one blessing. It 
helped clear some of the thick bush which may have 
taken years to clear. Now all the homesteaders had 
to do was remove the burned stumps and break the 
land, which still was a lot of hard work, but easier 
than if they had to cut all that heavy timber. 

It was in 1898 that the Modrzejewskis sold 
their homestead and with this money purchased 
another parcel of land. This time it was located two 
miles south of the present Roman Catholic church 
of Ladywood and three miles west (along the Selkirk 
line). It was the south half of Section 3, Township 
14, Range 7E, consisting of 320 acres. They still 
were able to pick up the crop they plan ted in their old 
homestead while building on their new location. 

When they finally moved they took with them 
a "little farmer", a one year old son by the name of 
John who was born on the first homestead on April 
I, 1897. They continued to clear more and more 
land. Their crops consisted mostly of wheat and 
flax. They were slowly becoming successful 
farmers. Two years later they purchased another 
240 acres. This time it was Section 4, Township 14, 
Range 7E. 

No matter what season or what job, it was all 
hard, heavy work. The Modrzejewskis had oxen 
and a pair of mules but did most of their work with 
horses. In the earlier days, in order to harvest their 
crops, they would cut their grain with a scythe and 
thresh the grain out with a flail. In the early 1900's 
steam engines were making their way into the area. 
A few of the first owners were Wm. Trouton, Joe 
Omichinski and Joe Kubesh. In 1910 the 
Modrzejewskis purchased their first tractor. It was 
a "Case". They also bought a Red River Special 
Thresher. That made their work easier. They also 
did custom work for almost all their neighbours for 
miles around. 

All this new land also needed roads and ditches 
for drainage. At that time the Municipality had a 
Statute of Labour Act which said that each 
homesteader had to devote his time and work to 
digging these ditches for drainage. The Municipal
ity had no monies to hire equipment and this had to 
be done. If a homesteader was not able to work, then 
he would have to pay for someone else to do so. The 
Municipality would hire a "pathmaster" and he 
would be the only man paid. He would have to 
instruct the labourers what to do and how, and also 
keep all the records of the hours worked by each 
man. Andy Modrzejewski was one of these 
pathmasters. There were others in different areas. 

The Modrzejewskis were farmers and also 
became contractors. During the spring and fall they 



would contract jobs digging ditches and building 
roads. This was done mostly by horses and scrapers. 
Many of the local dirt roads in this vicinity were built 
by them. One of these roads was the Ladywood 
Highway, better known as the "Grand Beach Road". 
They built this road from Brokenhead to the Selkirk 
Line. From the Selkirk Line to Beausejour it was 
built by McKay Construction. 

During the winter they took bush contract 
jobs and would have as many as 50 to 60 men 
working for them all winter. They would hire bush 
cutters, swampers, haulers;etc. In doing these jobs 
there were no chain saws, only axes and four foot 
Swede saws with a man at each end doing the work. 

They spent one winter in Darwin, Manitoba 
cutting tamarac fence posts six and seven feet long 
with the small end being no less that four inches. 
They would cut these posts, haul them to the 
railroad siding, load them in box cars and then take 
them away to be sold. Any posts that were too large 
for fence posts would be broad-axed on both sides, 
eight feet long by six inches -square, loaded on flat 
cars, and sold to the railways. 

Modrzejewskis spent many winters in the 
bush. They worked in the Rennie area, Lee River, 
and spent at least four winters on "Hill 500", 
situated between Lac du Bonnet and Pointe du Bois. 

They were also one of the first contractors to 
haul spruce pulpwood (1000 cords) to the Pine Falls 
Paper Mill. When the mill was first built, the 
pulpwood was hauled on flatcars by train and 
unloaded at the mill site. Another system used was 
to haul the spruce pulpwood by horse on the frozen 
river, unload the cords there, and leave them until 
spring. By spring there were acres and acres of 
pulpwood, seven feet, eight feet high, perched on 
the thawing ice. All this had to be boomed in and 
anchored to the shore by spruce logs 40 to 50 feet 
long, chained together to keep the wood from 
floating away down the river and away from the mill 
site. The Modrzejewskis were the first to do this. 

Another job that always brought in a source of 
income was to haul eight foot poplar cordwood to 
Garson. This was used to fire up lime stove kilns ana 
keep these kilns going. An unending supply of wood 
was needed for this at all times. Burning limestone 
proauced lime powder which was used by the 
homesteaders in building their homes. The 
whitewash was used as paint is today, in the interior 
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and exterior of homes. It was also a good 
disinfectant for the interior of farm yard buildings. 

Martin and Paulina Modrzejewski, being 
religious people, felt the need of having religion 
brought into the Ladywood area. At first a priest 
would be invited to come and hold services and 
without a church those services were held at the 
people's homes. Modrzejewski's was one such 
home. Martin Modrzejewski, being a carpenter at 
heart, was one of the instigators in building the first 
log Roman Catholic Church in Ladywood. It was 
situated where the present Roman Catholic 
Cemetery is located. He hewed all the logs for that 
church and also helped with the first log Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Ladywood. It was situated 
where the present church stands. In later years he 
helped with the Roman Catholic Rectory, but this 
was built out of lumber. 

He also made a crucifix out of oak wood. One 
was erected on the Ukrainian Catholic Church yard, 
and one by the Roman Catholic Church in 
Ladywood, Manitoba. This same crucifix was 
reinforced and rebuilt by his son,John, in 1958, and 
is now standing in front of the Roman Catholic 
Church in Ladywood. The Roman Catholic Church 
in Ladywood was called St. Peter and Paul. The 
name's day of St. Peter and Paul, which is June 29th, 
became a very memorable occasion. All the 
neighbours gathered together on this day, attended 
the church service, and then had a parish dinner and 
picnic. It would last all afternoon and sometimes 
even late into the evening. Martin loved this day. It 
gave him an opportunity to visit with all his 
neighbours and talk over old times. 

Martin loved Canada and never regreted 
coming here. He lived to the age of 84 years, helped 
his children to the end and enjoyed his 
grandchildren. He died just before Christmas on 
December 22, 1929 and was buried in the Ladywood 
Roman Catholic Cemetery near the church he loved 
so much. 

Paulina was asked to go and help her daughters 
in Kelowna, B.C., and she did. After Martin's death 
she lived with her daughters and was loved and 
all who knew her called her "Grandma". 

She died in Kelowna, B.C. on November 5, 
1941 and was buried next to her son, Andy, at the 
Okanagan Mission Roman Catholic Cemetery in 
Kelowna. 

By: Josephine (Modrzejewski) Naaykens. 



Horodyski Family History 

Peter Horodyski was the son of Paul 
Horodyski and Sophia Lewicki. He was born in 
Poland in 1857. His wife, Mary, was the daughter of 
George Toni (Thoni) and Anna Tarnowski. She was 
born in Beckersdorf, Poland (Austria) in 1862. Peter 
died in 1927; Mary died in 1934. 

Peter and his wife were left orphans while still 
very young children. Neither of them received any 
schooling because of the indifference and neglect of 
their guardians. When old enough, Peter was 
apprenticed to a shoemaker. Mary was sent to work 
when she was eight years old. 

Peter and Mary had a large family. Some died in 
infancy. Thomas and his younger brother, John, 
were also apprentices as shoemakers. In 1907 
Thomas left for the United States. Arriving in 
Minneapolis he obtained work in a shoe factory. He 
worked there for a year, but was persuaded to come 
to Canada by some friends that he knew in the old 
country. He also had an uncle in Ladywood. 

Thomas came to Beausejour in 1908. He 
worked at various jobs, but mostly in bush camps, 
either lumbering or cutting railroad ties. Having 
earned enough money, he brought over his 
brothers, John and Paul. In 1911 he broughttherest 
of the family: his parents, three brothers and one 
sister. They were: Anthony, Nicholas, William and 
Victoria. 

John married Suzanna Magalas and moved to 
Windsor, Ontario. He did not follow his shoe
making trade, but took up carpentry. He and his 
wife had three children: son Leo, and daughters 
Stella and Mary. John died some years ago at the age 
of 84. Paul, Anthony and Nicholas never married 
and died at early ages. 

Thomas married Regina Niegardowski of 
Brightstone, Manitoba in 1917. They had five 
children. Helen died as a small child. Emily died 
when she was 14 years of age. Casimir died 
accidentally while in training with the R.C.A.F. in 
St. Marguerite, Quebec in 1943. He was unmarried. 
William is married to Alma Witko and they have 
seven children: Bernard, William, Sandra, Donna, 
Mary, Susan and Grace. William is employed by the 
City of Winnipeg and lives in East Kildonan. 
Daughter, Helen Phyllis is unmarried and is 
employed by the Canada Employment and 
Immigration Commission. 

Thomas opened a shoe shop in Beausejour in 
1914 and worked at his trade until he retired in 1968. 
Thomas not only repaired shoes, but he made new 
shoes as well as riding boots. He regularly made 
special shoes for a man in Portage la Prairie who was 
crippled by arthritis. 

Thomas was a community-minded person and 
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served on the Town of Beausejour Council for 12 
years. He was also a member of the St. Mary's 
Roman Catholic Church Board, of which the family 
were members. He died in 1978 at the age of 92 in 
Winnipeg where he lived upon his retirement. 

Victoria married Jack Gudge of Detroit, 
formerly of Gonor, Manitoba in 1927. They had a 
daughter, Genevieve Riggins. Victoria died in 
Dearborn in 1980; Jack died in 1968. Both are buried 
in Dearborn, Michigan. 

William, the last surviving son, was born in 
Poland in 1904. He attended schoolin Beausejour.ln 
1919 he got a job as an office boy in J. D. Crawford's 
law office. He worked there for nine years. He left in 
1928 and got a job in the office of the Beausejour 
Consumers Creamery, owned by Mr.!. Meltzer. He 
worked there until 1931. The creamery was 
destroyed by fire in September of 1931. He married 
Stella Dohopolski (Donopol) of Winnipeg, who had 
been teaching in Beausejour. She taught from 1928 
until her marriage in 1931, and from 1952 to 1965. 

In 1932 Bill and Stella bought out a general 
store and post office in Lydiatt. They stayed there 
throughout the Depression. In 1941 they sold the 
place and moved to Beausejour, Bill entering into a 
partnership in a farm implement agency with W. R. 
Bethel, handling the International· Harvester 
Company machinery. In 1944 the partnership was 
dissolved and Bill started a retail furniture business 
in the old Gottlieb Kaatz property on Park Avenue. 
In 1971 he retired and sold the property to the 
Federal Government for the new post office site. 

Bill was actively involved in various commu
nity affairs. He served on the Beausejour School 
Board as Chairman during the construction of the 
present Elementary School in 1950. He also served 
on the Beausejour Town Council and on the Town 
Planning Board. He was a member of St. Mary's 
Church Board for a term. In 1946 he was appointed 
Census Commissioner for the Federal Constitu
ency of Springfield, and served for three 
enumerations: 1946,1951 and 1956. In 1957 he was 
asked to take the position of Returning Officer for 
the same Constituency. He held that position for 
seven Federal elections and by-elections. When the 
boundaries of the Springfield Constituency were 
revised, he resigned. He was succeeded by A. B. 
Bonner of Beausejour. During the Second World 
War he was chairman of the local War Finance 
Committee. This Committee was entrusted with 
the job of selling bonds. 

Bill is a charter member and also a life member 
of the Beausejour Knights of Columbus Council 
5870, and has held various offices during his 30 
years as a member. 
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There were two children born to Bill and Stella. 
Son, Leo, is a graduate of St. Paul's College and the 
University of Manitoba. He taught three years at St. 
Paul's High School; then he transferred to St. James 
Collegiate where he has been teaching for about 
22 years. He is married to Frances Lozanski of 
Winnipeg. They have two children, Angela and 
Cynthia. Frances is a nurse and works part time 
at the Children's Hospital. Daughter, Genevieve is 
also a nurse. She is married to Chris Salzen of 
Cochrane, Ontario. He works for the C.B.C. Chris 
and Gen have two children: Timothy Michael and 
Catherine Anne. Both attend the University of 
Winnipeg. Genevieve works in the St. Vital 
Hospital, St. Amant Ward. She is supervisor in the 
Day Care section. 

Bill Horodyski is the chairman of the 
Beausejour-Brokenhead Historical Book Com
mittee, the organization responsible for this book. 

By: Bill Horodyski. 

Horodyski Family 
Front row: Leo, Genevieve, Stella, William. Back row: Angela, 
Cynthia, Cathy, Timothy. Standing: Frances, Chris. 

Bill and Stella Horodyski 25th wedding anniversary in 1956. Backrow: children Leo 
and Genevieve, nephew Leo Horodyski. Front row: nephew Leo's wife Anna, 
Regina and Thomas Horodyski, Stella and Bill Horodyski. 
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Buss Family History 

Gottleib Buss was born in Poland on February 
18, 1865. When he was a young man, he and his 
whole family moved on to Russia. Here Gottleib 
met Louise Reihl. They were married in 1888 in 
T ornopol, Russia. Gottleib and Louise farmed in 
Russia for several years. While living in Russia they 
raised four children: Louis, Minnie, Katherine and 
Pauline. 

By this time they had heard a lot a bout Canada. 
In 1900 they and other friends and relatives set sail 
for Canada. They arrived in Winnipeg by train and 
Gottleib went and took up a homestead in Walkley
burg, about five and a half miles from East Selkirk. 
There were many trying hardships in this unsettled 
land, but the family made it through. 

During their four year stay in Walkleyburg, 
two more children were born, Henry and Florence. 
In the spring of 1905 Gottleib bought a farm in the 
Lydiatt area. This farm had some buildings and a 
little plowed land. The one memorable thing about 
this farm was the nine gates one had to pass through 
to get to the homestead. Gottleib and Louise had 
two more children while in Lydiatt,]ohnand Emma. 
After five years of having to put up with all the 
stones and gates the Busses moved again, this time 
to Golden Bay. 

In the spring of 1910, Gottleib and Louise 
bought 240 acres of bush. They also bought an old 
log house from Mr. George Young, and had it 
moved by four oxen. Gottleib and Louise's last child, 
Lydia, was born on this farm. 

Taken during the 1930's. Left to right, in front: Gottleib, 
Louise (nee Riehl), Louis, Adolf, Henry, Florence and Emma. 
Four children missing: Pauline, Minnie, Catherine and John. In 
door on steps: Mrs. Louis Buss (nee Emma Krause), Mrs. Mike 
Buss. On right side in background: Mr. Mike Buss - 2nd cousin 
to these Buss children. 
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Gottleib and Louise's life was never easy. They 
farmed until their retirement in 1928. At this time 
they sold the farm to their daughter Emma and her 
husband Ed Steinke. All of Gottleib's children grew 
up and moved away from home. The eldest, Louis, 
married a German girl by the name of Emma Kraus. 
Louis and Emma moved to Portland, Oregon, 
where they farmed. They raised a family of three, 
and have both since passed away. 

Taken in 1947: Left to right: Reinhold (5th son), Dad, Henry, 
Leonard (1st son), Mother, Matilda, Tillie, Gordon (4th son), 
Herbie (6th son), George (7th son), Alfred (2nd son). Missing 
- William (3rd son; living in Trail, B.C.). 

Minnie married Bill Hoehm of Winnipeg, and 
they then moved to Aurora, Illinois. Here they had 
two sons, Bill and Fritz. Minnie later remarried 
Harry Peterson. 

Adolf married a local girl, Florence Peitsch 
from Green Bay. They settled and farmed in Golden 
Bay. La ter they moved to Cloverleaf and then finally 
to Swan River. They had two sons. Adolf later 
moved to Kamloops and remarried at the age of 82. 
He now lives in Kelowna, B.c. 

Katherine went to the United States with her 
sister Minnie. Here she got a job cooking on a cruise 
ship between Florida and Bermuda. In Bermuda she 
met and married Boyd Vallis. Here they resided 
with their three children. 

Gottleib and Louise's fifth born child, Pauline, 
died at the age of 11. 

Henry married Mathilda Steinke. He worked 
in Winnipeg for a while and then in 1928 bought the 
Dreger farm. He and Mathilda farmed here for 36 



Early days on the Henry & Matilda Buss farm. The boys taking 
a rest. They will have fresh butter for sure for supper. 511z miles 
east on Highway 44 from Beausejour in Golden Bay District. 

years and then retired to Beausejour. They r~i~ed a 
family of seven boys: Leonard, Alfred, WIlham, 
Gordon, Reinhold, Herbie and George. 

Florence married Fred Kruger. They had a 
store in Stead and then bought a farm in Lydiatt. 
They had three children. Fred and Florence retired 
to Beausejour. 

John moved to Dryden, Ontario, where he 
worked at cutting wood and guiding for hunters and 
fishermen. 

Emma married Ed Steinke and they took over 
the family farm. Here they farmed until 1946. They 
then moved to Beausejour, and finally to Kelowna, 
B.C. with the rest of their family. Emma and Ed had 
three children. 
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Lydia went to Aurora, Illinois with her sister 
Minnie. Here she married Ralph Vandusser. They 
have one son. She later married Paul Menard. Lydia 
and Paul now live in Texas. 

Of all of the grandchildren the only Buss 
descendents still living around here are Henry and 
Tillie's children. 

Leonard married Olga Fuerst. Leonard and 
Olga farm in Golden Bay. They have six children: 
Ronnie, Barbara, Brian, Karen, Wayne and Mark. 

Alfred married Theresa Przednowek. Theresa 
teaches school and Alfred is a welding designer for 
Co-op Implements in Winnipeg. They have one son, 
Terry. 

William, or Cookie, worked as a cook in bush 
camps between Beausejour and Dryden. He 
then moved to Trail, B.C. and married Doreen 
Davis. They have two children: David and Cheryl. 

Gordon worked on the Seven Sisters Project 
and now has his own countracting firm in 
Winnipeg. He married Elsie Schmuland. They have 
three children: Sharon, Kimberly and Douglas. 

Reinhold farms his father's homeplace. He 
married Betty McDonald. They have four children: 
Joan, Norma, Cindy and Dale. 

Herbie works for Furnace Man in Winnipeg. 
He married Vera Paulishen. They have four 
children: Lorna,Jerry, Kathy and Tammy. 

George worked for Winnipeg Hydro. He 
married Gail Eastman and they have two children: 
Marnie and Bruce. He then went on a tour of Euro
Asia, working on various hydro projects. George 
now lives in Langenburg, where he operates a Town 
and Country store. 

The Busses will long be remembered as a large, 
friendly and neighborly farming family of Golden 
Bay. 

By Henry Buss 



D. McAlister Family History 

Mr. David McAlister was born in 1885, at 
Coleraine, CoDerry, Northern Ireland. There he 
received his schooling, and later served his 
apprenticeship in the building trade. 

He came to Canada, and arrived in Winnipeg in 
1911, where for three years he was employed by the 
Carter Hall Construction Company. During this 
period he worked at the building site at the 
University of Manitoba, and the Metropolitan 
Theatre, and then in Beausejour erecting buildings 
for the operations of the glass factory. 

In 1914 he married Cecelia Howland. Cecelia 
was born in 1884 at Tunbridge Wells, Kent, 
England, and came with her parents (Mr. and Mrs. 
H. Howland) to Canada in 1891, subsequently 
residing in Beausejour. Prior to her marriage, 
Cecelia worked as a stenographer in Crawfords' 
Law Office, and also helped her parents at the 
Howland Hotel. 

The first business venture of Mr. and Mrs. 
McAlister was a grocery store and ice-cream parlor, 
the store being next door to the old Royal Bank 
building. Their unique method in making the ice
cream was to attach the ice-cream freezer to a wheel 
of their model T Ford car, by means of a belt, Itmust 
have worked well, as the parlor was a very popular 
place, and particularly following the local baseball 
games. 

A few years later they started their hardware 
store and lumber yard, across from the Beausejour 
Hotel, and to this was added farm equipment: 
tractors and threshing machines, etc. Mr. McAlister 
was also a licensed funeral director, building 
contractor and auctioneer. His building contracts 
included the Beausejour Post Office, bridges in the 

Mr. David McAlister. 
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Ladywood and St. Ouens areas, and a power line 
north of Beausejour. His auctioneering included 
bringing in carloads of horses (via c.P.R.) from the 
west, to sell as well as the usual sales of household 
furnishings and farm equipment. 

Having acquired two gravel pits in the south 
section of town, he sold gravel to the government 
during the years of road building in the Beausejour 
area. 

When the Power Plant project was started at 
Seven Sisters Falls in 1929, Mr. McAlister built and 
operated the hotel there. A few years later, he sold 
his hardware and lumber business at Beausejour to 
the Beaver Lumber Company. 

In 1932 he was appointed agent for the 
Canadian Farm Loan Board. He also sold insurance. 

Mr. McAlister took a keen interest in politics, 
and campaigned vigorously for the election of Mr. 
J ohnny Turner to the federal government. Being an 
avid hockey fan, he at one time coached the 
Beausejour Junior Hockey Team. 

Mrs. McAlister looked after the bookkeeping 
for the various enterprises through the years. She 
enjoyed her home and family, gardening and 
sewing. She was an ardent church worker, and was 
superintendent of the United Church Sunday 
School for 20 years. 

Following the death of her husband in 1938, 
she carried on the funeral business until 194 7. Then 
she retired and spent her remaining years in 
Winnipeg. She died in 1966. 

Surviving are four daughters: Catherine King 
of Victoria, B.C.; Patricia McNeill of St. Paul, 
Minnesota; Ruby Elliott of Fullerton, California; 
and Daphne of Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Cecelia Howland McAlister. 

~:. 
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D. Froehlich Family History 

Donald Gordon was born to Lily and Henry 
Froehlich on August I, 1946, in Selkirk General 
Hospital. He has an older brother Albert, and 
younger brothers Raymond and Bernie. Donald and 
his brothers went to school in Greenwald. They had 
to walk one and a half miles to school every day. 
They seldom got a ride, only when the bridge would 
wash out. Donald was a mischievious boy and he 
loved to run around outside in bare feet, over 
thistles, and through the snow. He completed 
Grade 7 and then went to Brokenhead school for 
one year. Donald then went on to Grade 9 in 
Beausejour Collegiate. 

Don began working for Tony Schreyer 
Construction at an early age, and then he went to 
work for B.A.CM. 

Catherine Rose was born to Tena and Charles 
Staska on September 16, 1953 in Beausejour 
General Hospital. She is the oldest of six children. 
Cathy went toschoolin White Poplar. They had one 
and three quarter miles to go to school. Cathy 
completed grade eight, then went on to grade nine 
in Beausejour Collegiate. She then wenttoworkin 
Winnipeg, and came home on the weekends. Don 
and Cathy met on July I, 1970. 

They were married on September I, 1973 in 
Greenwald Lutheran Church. They lived in North 
Kildonan, Winnipeg for one year then moved to 
Beausejour, Manitoba where they lived in the 
trailer courts. They lived there for one year and then 
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bought four acres in Ladywood and moved their 
trailer onto it. A son was born tothemon October 5, 
1975. They named him Jarad. Then on December 
29, 1977, Travis was born. Jarad goes to grade onein 
Beausejour Elementary School, and Travis goes to 
the Happy Time Nursery School in Beausejour. 

Don and Cathy had a house moved on to their 
land and sold their trailer. They are in the process of 
remodeling it. 



John Mazur Family History 

My father John Mazur immigrated to Canada 
with his parents John and Mary Mazur, and also his 
two brothers, Frank and Casmir, and two sisters, 
Eva and Teenie, in 1904. They came to Brokenhead 
with Andrew Zdrill. John Mazur's son-in-law had 
acquired a piece of land for them so the family lived 
with him until Frank was able to build his shelter and 
move to his own place. He also took his brother John 
and the others to stay with him until they were able 
to buy their own land. 

They came to Canada from the Ukrainian 
County called Brody and the Village of Sukhovolia. 
Their religion was Roman Catholic and nationality 
Polish and Ukrainian. 

They had very few belongings. They had a 
stone mill (Zorna) on which they could mill their 
own flour, and scythes and sickles to cut their grain. 
They tied grain into sheaves and threshed it with a 
flail (cheap) after the sheaves were dry. 

People came to Canada mostly because they 
heard that Canada had homestead and land 
programs and they were able to acquire a parcel of 
land quite cheaply. 

Katherine Woloshyn immigrated to Canada in 
1908 with her parents Joe and Ethel Woloshyn and 
their family. They also came to Brokenhead. They 
stayed with the T rombo family until they could get 
their own parcel of land in the Lac du Bonnet area in 
1909. It was swampy and very low with no roads. 
People would sink up to their knees to get to certain 
areas. 

Then a few years later, John Mazur met 
Katherine Woloshyn and they were married in 
1913. They stayed with his brother Frank until John 
got his 160 acres of land and built a small cabin. They 
moved and called this their home. There were no 
cleared fields, only bushes and stones. All clearing 
had to be done by hand. Trees were removed and 
cleared away and stones were picked by hand and 
stacked into piles. There were no roads. They had a 
neighbor close by and they were very good and 
helpful people by the name of Mormilla. They 
started to clear their land on which they could seed 
some grain and plant a garden. Finally, they had 
about five acres cleared, a small garden was planted 
and the rest was seeded to grain. Then they 
prepared more land and at harvest time this grain 
was cutdown by scythes and tied into sheaves, dried 
and threshed by flail and stored a way for winter use. 
They got some chickens and a couple of hogs and Joe 
Woloshyn, Katherine's father, gave her a heifer to 
raise for a cow, and so their life started. 

I, Annie, was the first child born to John and 
Katherine Mazur in 1917. A year and a half later a 
brother was born. Children were born close 
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together, usually one and a half to two years apart. It 
was hard for my mother, as money was scarce. Pay 
was low, and people were working for a dollar a day. 
My father John Mazur used to go to Darlingford or 
Portage la Prairie to work in harvesting fields. The 
wages were low and had to pull them through the 
winter. The family was getting bigger and they 
always needed more food and more clothing. 
Mother was lucky. She knew how to sew, so she 
sewed long hours at night for her children. She also 
sewed for neighbors and in-laws around the area. 
Times were very hard in the Depression years. 
They would get us as babysitters and mother would 
go with father to get firewood for the winter so we 
would stay warm. In summer they cleared more 
land. They only had a small yard by the cabin as the 
small field they had was farther away. 

Sometimes, when mother was 
feeding her few chickens, a. wolf 
would sneak up and take one for 
himself. Mother would sit down and 
cry. When the boys grew older they 
were able to help. Annie and Paul, 
who now live in Beausejour, went 
with father to cut cords which he sold 
or exchanged for groceries atone 
dollar and fifty cents a cord. We used 
to cut as much as 20 to 30 cords a year. 

My father John Mazur was a musician. He used 
to play at weddings with a couple of his friends. 
Sometimes he'd stay there about two or three days, 
and mother would stay home with the children. She 
told him to: "give up that music business." 

They had 15 children: ten boys and four girls. 
They lost a little girl named Francis at age one and a 
half to whooping cough. The cough spread through 
the whole family. Everyone had high fevers. Only 
mother was able to attend to the eight children. 
Father also was pretty sick. 

More children came and all were born at home 
with no doctor. Older women acted as midwives. 

Then times started to get better. They worked 
hard and didn't have much time for fun, but they 
were happy. They used tovisittheirin-Iaws and also 
their neighbors quite often on foot. When they 
came home mother would tell us what they talked 
about and what they heard. 



Then I, Annie, John and Katherine's daughter, 
went to school. I was nine years old because I had to 
wait for brother Paul so the two of us could go 
together so I wouldn't be scared by myself. Bush 
was all around, as well as wolves and bears. I had 
only four years of school but I was good in school 
and finished grade six in four years. At 13 I was 
babysitting for my cousin for over a year for board 
and room. I then got a job in housework at seven 
dollars a month for a couple of years. 

I married Harry Kruk in 1937. He had 80 acres 
atthe time, butnohome. We stayed with his parents 
for a little over a year before we built a one room 
cabin in which we lived for seven years before we 
could build a new home for ourselves. By this time 
the boys were able to help father with harvesting. 
Mother only had three daughters: I, Annie, the 
oldest; Mary the younger; and Nettie, much 
younger. So a lot fell on mother's shoulders. We 
used to help her in the fall to plaster her home with 
certain kinds of clay to which certain fibres were 
added to hold together. Then we'd plaster the walls 
with this and whitewash them inside and out after 
they were dry. This was in the late 20's. 

Someone also got a threshing machine and so 
neighbors got together and each helped the other 
with their harvesting of grain. They also were 
digging ditches and building roads with horses and 
working off their taxes. 

In 1942 or 1943 father bought his first tractor 
and threshing machine and had his own two or 
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three teams so they didn't need much outside help. 
They were able to harvest their grain sooner and go 
out to do others. Then they built their home and 
mother was so glad because it would be much better 
for her. I, Annie, still helped her with spring cleaning 
although I had my own family now: five children, 
four girls and one boy. But she always depended on 
me. Then father started ailing and getting old, so he 
made his son Anton, fifth in line, heir to his 
property, and Anton had to look after him. In 1972 
father died. Mother died in 1976. Anton runs the 
farm now. All the others are on their own. Life, in 
the end, was good. 

Now my husband, Harry Kruk, and I are 
retired but we live on the farm. We also went 
through hard times where sometimes there wasn't 
a dollar in the house for a month or more, but I guess 
the One above us watched over us. We had good 
health, we were able to survive the bad years and we 
built our home in 1943. After thattimes changed for 
the better. Prices came up. We were able to sell grain 
at better prices and livestock, too. Children were 
growing up. They all managed to have a higher 
education and they also helped us when needed. 
They still do. Life is wonderful now. We can travel a 
bit and see the country and also go to the United 
States where one daughter is living. We give thanks 
to the good Lord above. 

By Mrs. Harry Kruk 



Komadowski Family History 

My great-grandfather, Frank Komadowski, 
was the first of the Komadowskis to arrive in 
Canada. He was followed by his brothers: Luka, 
John and Albert. Katie, the youngest of the 
Komadowskis, remained in Poland with her 
parents. 

Frank was born on November 25, 1880 in 
Rawa, Galicia, Poland. The family later moved to 
Belzec, Poland, where they grew up. It was here 
that Frank met his future wife, Pauline Lefko. 
Pauline was born in 1885 to Joe and Julian Lefko. 

In 1903 Frank and Pauline were married. They 
lived with Frank's parents, as they could not afford a 
house of their own. Even though Frank worked in a 
lumber mill, this was still not enough for a home of 
their own. 

In 1905 my great-grandparents, Frank and 
Pauline, came to Canada by ship, after Frank had 
served his three months in an infantry regiment. 
They, like most people, had come to Canada for a 
better life. My great-grandparents came directly to 
Winnipeg, where they stayed for several years. 

While in Winnipeg Frank was employed as a 
laborer and Pauline was a part-time housekeeper 
for families. They lived in a house that they rented. 
Frank and Pauline had two children while in 
Winnipeg: Josephine (who died at the age of two 
from a brain hemorrhage) and Joe. 

In 1909 Frank, Pauline and their son, Joe 
arrived in Tyndall. Frank had bought a farm: 40 
acres of bush, one and three-quarters miles south of 
Tyndall. Before they had cleared enough land to 
build their house, Frank, Pauline andJoe slept under 
a sort of hut that had been made from branches and 
leaves. They eventually cleared enough land to build 
a log house. As years passed they built other 
buildings. The family made a living from farming 
and keeping animals such as: horses, cows, pigs, and 
chickens. Frank and Pauline remained here for the 
rest of their lives. They later purchased another 120 
acres. 

While in Tyndall Frank and Pauline had five 
more children: John, Alex, Annie, Nellie and Julie. 
The Komadowski children attended school in 
Tyndall. The family attended St. Michael's Church 
in Cook's Creek. They walked to Cook's Creek 
many times, before they finally had horses to take 
them there. The Komadowskis later attended St. 
John the Baptist Church, a Polish Roman Catholic 
Church in Tyndall. Frank, along with many other 
parishoners, assisted in the building of this church. 

Pauline died on May 30,1955 at the age of 70 
and Frank died on December 18, 1957 at the age of 
77. 

On February 14, 1933 their eldest son, Joe 
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married Stella Kisiloski. In 1934 they bought a farm 
two miles east of Tyndall. They cleared the land and 
built a house. They later built a barn and several 
sheds. My grandparents have since retired. They 
still live on the farm, but their son Allan farms it. My 
grandparents had five children: Edward, Johnny, 
Evelyn, Allan and David. 

Edward married Wanda Mroz on August 11, 
1962. They also have five children: Carol, Diane, 
Lori, Cindy and Robert. Ed has served as a councillor 
for the Rural Municipality of Brokenhead for the 
past seven years. Ed, Wanda and family reside in 
Tyndall. Johnny married Rosemarie Nevin in 1964. 
They have two children: Jaclyn and Vanessa. They 
reside in Winnipeg. Evelyn married Alfred Hoas in 
1971. They have three children: Michael, Jason and 
Debbie. The Hoas family reside in Meadows, 
Manitoba. Allan resides on the Komadowski farm in 
Tyndall and David lives in Winnipeg. In 1940 John 
married Bertha Witoski. They lived on the farm 
with Frank and Pauline. They farmed for a living. 
John and Bertha have since retired, but they still live 
on the original Komadowski farm. They have three 
children: Florence, Adeline and Bernie. 

Florence married Jim McLean in 1960. They 
have three children: Maureen, Wendy (who has a 
daughter Dawn) and Charlotte. The McLeans 
reside in Winnipeg. Adeline married Roger Repar in 
1974. They have one child: Michael. The Repars live 
one and a half miles south of Tyndall. Bernie 
married Stella Ilchyshyn in 1973. They had two 
children: Charlie and Cory. Bernie and Stella have 
since been divorced. Bernie lives in Tyndall and 
Stella and the boys are in Edmonton. 

Alex married Vicki Greschuk. They worked 
and lived in Winnipeg. Alex and Vicki had four 
children: Kathy, Frank, Diane and Richard. Vicki 
died in June of 1977. 

Kathy married Rod Jackson. They have one 
child: Sandy and reside in Ontario. Frank died 
accidently in 1974. Diane resides in Winnipeg. 
Richard married Joanne Convoy. They have one 
child: David, and reside in Winnipeg. 

Annie married Joe Pavalec. They have one son: 
Edward. Annie and Joe reside in Niagara Falls, 
Ontario. Edward married Emma and they have two 
daughters: Sharon and Sheila, Edward, Emma and 
their family reside in Toronto. 

In 1940 Nellie Komadowski married Louie 
Kisiloski. They have lived in Tyndall all their lives. 
They ran a store in Tyndall and they now run a farm 
and garden supply. They have three children: 
Richard, Paulie and Larry. 

Richard married Sandra Zaborniak in 1972. 
They have two children: Cynthia and Jennifer. 
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They reside in Tyndall. Paulie married Ray Sternat 
in 1967. They have one child: Jason. The Sternats 
reside in Tyndall. Larry married Barbara Dion in 
1975. They have two children: Charlene and 
Jonathan. They also reside in Tyndall. 

In 1942 Julie married John Kotello. They still 
farm outside of Garson. They have three children: 
Frank, Jean and Mona. 

Frank married Fern Sontag in 1966. They have 
three children: Charlene, Rodney and Rob. They 
reside in Hazelridge. Jean married Ed Nieckarz in 
1968. They have two children: Paula and Daniel. 
The Nieckarzs live in Courtney, B.C. Mona married 
Rick Winzinowich in 1979. The Winzinowichs live 
in Winnipeg. 

In 1906 Luka and Julia (Gmiterek) Koma
dowski arrived in Tyndall. Luka and Julia had five 
children: Frank, Stella, Nellie, Joe and John. Frank 
married Clara. They have three children: Doug, 
Dennis and Janet. Stella married Ben Sherby. They 
had four children: Peter, Paul, Wally and Florence. 
Nellie married Paul Halipchuk. They had four 
children: Lawrence, Eddie, Kenny and Bernice. Joe 
married Doris and they have four children. John 
married Celia and they have one child: Deenie. After 
Luka died Julia remarried to a Peter Hreynkiw. 

John Komadowski, another one of Frank's 
brothers, and his wife, Petranella (Ilchena) came to 
Canada in 1907 with their four children: Frances, 
William, Rosie and Paul. They settled in Broken
head. They had one more child while in Brokenhead: 
Emily. 

Frances married Anthony Slivinski. William 
married Mary Bialek and they had three children: 
Teddy, Edmund and Casmir. Rosie married Martin 
Surowich. They had six children: Lawrence, 
Casmir, Carol, Nellie, Mary and Virginia. Lawrence 
married Minnie Bukoski. They have two children: 
David and Marie. They reside in Tyndall. Casmir 
married Vicki Gmitroski. They have two sons: 
Stanley and John. Stanley married Joyce Winne
muler and John married Carol. Carol married Joe 
Shumilak. They had three children: Tony, who 
married Carol Grabowsky, Karen and Timmy. 
Carol died in 1969. Nellie married Wally Yurkowski 
and they have three children: Rose, who married 
Phil Bray, Frank and Nick. Mary married John 
Korlewich. They have two children: Valerie, who 
married Wayne Laurie, and Philip. Mary and John 
live outside of Tyndall. Virginia married Carl 
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Malkowski and they have two children: Kirk and 
Tammy. 

Paul married Wanda Czastkiewicz. They had 
four children: Jean, Billy, Vicki and Florian. Jean 
married Ted Chorney. They have two children: 
Joan and Ronnie. Joan married George Kowalchuk 
and they have two children: Curtis and Kimberly. 
Ronnie married Valerie Schwark. They have one 
child: Chancey. Bill married Eleanor Myslicki. They 
have four children: Jack, Jim, Kathy and Tommy. 
Jim married Janette Brelis and they have two 
children: Shawn and Nadine. Florian married Diane 
Kolbuch. They have three children: Danny, Terry 
(twins) and Tammi. 

Emily married Marion Nahaczewski. 
In 1927 the last Komadowski arrived in 

Canada. Albert Komadowski came to Tyndall, 
where he soon bought a homestead (five miles 
north of Tyndall). Paul Hastman now occupies this 
farm. A year later, in 1928, his wife, Anne 
(Rudzinski) and their five children: Mike, Jean, 
Sophie, Frank and Casmir arrived in Tyndall. 

Albert and Anne had two more children while 
in Tyndall: Joe and John. Albert died in July of 1969 
at the age of 76. Anne died in March of 1979 at the 
age of 86. 

Mike married Katie Shumilak. They had one 
daughter: Carol. Carol married Max Fiddler. They 
have three daughters: Melissa, Julie and Janine. 
Mike was killed in a farming accident in 1973. Katie 
lives in Selkirk. Jean married Walter Lefko. They 
have two sons: Clarence and Lawrence. Clarence 
married Linda and Lawrence married Shirley. 
Sophie married Tony Shumilak. They have three 
children: Donald, Richard and Marsha. Donald 
married Linda Szaryiewicz and they have two 
children: Ian and Aaron. Richard married Irene Reich. 
Tony and Sophie reside outside of Tyndall. Frank 
married Gazilla Jawn. They have two children: 
Albert and Patricia. Casmir married Anne Znack 
and they have three children: Vicki, Phyllis and 
Celia. Joe married June Hobley. They also have 
three children: Richard, Randy and Joey. John 
married Marge Kazina. They have one son: Gary. 

The youngest Komadowski, Katie remained in 
Poland. Katie married Kasmir Swiatkiewicz. Katie 
and Kasmir had five children: Joe, Stanley, Sophie, 
Joan and Minnie. 

By Carol Komadowski 



Chorney Family History 

Michael and Anna Chorney originally came 
from Belzec, Poland in 1904. They came to Canada 
with seven of their eight children, three boys and 
four girls. The children that arrived with them 
were Mary 19, Peter 16, Katherine 12, Steve 9, 
Roman 7, Olga 4 and Tekla (Tennie) one year old. 
They had one more son and thatwasJohn. He was 
21 and the eldest. A year and half prior to Michael 
and Anna's arrival John, along with two other 
young boys by the names of John Wielgosh and 
Albert Przednowek ventured out to Canada. It 
was the spring of 1903. John already knew some 
people in the area. Theywere Andrew Ilchena and 
his family. He was a step-uncle to John (his mother 
Anna Chorney's step-brother). John stayed at this 
uncle's and worked in Winnipeg, building roads by 
using horses and scrapers. This is where he 
earned enough money to purchase some property 
along the Selkirk line in the Sandhill area, Sec. 33 
Township 13 Range 7E. He continued working 
and earning money so that in a year's time he was 
able to send out a passport for his entire family 
(father, mother, younger brothers and sisters). 
Some of his neighbours helped him to start 
building a home so that when his father and 
mother did arrive in the fall of 1904 they had a 
place to live. 

Meanwhile Michael Chorney was beside 
himself. He was very unhappy to see his son leave 
home to begin with, but there was no stopping 
John. John was young, brave and determined. 
Now they were all faced with another problem. 
Should they sell all their property in Poland and 
take their small children to this unknown 
country, or remain? After a lot of consideration 
they sold out, packed their belongings and headed 
for Canada. Michael never rested. He worried all 
the way to Beausejour on the train. Seeing all that 
wild country and stones (Beausejour was noted 
for its stones), he turned to his wife and said: "See, 
you wanted this country. There is nowhere to 
plant anything and there are only stones to eat!" 

When they arrived in Beausejour, John was 
there to greet them with a team of horses ready to 
take them to their new home. On the way they 
stopped for supper at Andrew Ilchena's. There the 
llchenas tried to put the family at ease. They told them 
of the wonderful country they had come to, and 
about its opportunities. Michael felt better but still 
wanted to see things for himself. That night when 
they retired in their own little house, Michael slept 
until 3:00 a.m. Then he rose. His son John heard him 
and together they went out inspecting this so called 
land of opportunity. When they returned back to 
the house at 5:00 a.m. Michael woke the whole 
family and told them to get down on their knees and 
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thank the good Lord for bringing them here. He 
then saw wha t a wonderful co un try they had come 
to. That's when the Chorney family started to build 
up their homestead, clear the land, and begin their 
lives here in Canada. 

One by one, their children got married and 
started to move away. The first child that married 
was Mary, then John, Katie and Peter. 

Then came the biggest tragedy in 
Michael and Anna Chorney's lives. In 
1918, came the great influenza 
epidemic. The family was stricken by 
this illness, along with all their neigh
bours. Many lives were lost due to this 
influenza. On November 24, 1918, 
the Chorneys lost two children. 
Roman, a young man of 22 years, died 
at 5:00 p.m. and Olga, age 18, died that 
same evening at 11:00 p.m. With so 
many people ill and no undertaker at 
the time, the pioneers had to take care 
of their own loved ones. Michael built 
the coffins with the help of the 
Modrzejewski family. Anna had to 
dress them and they both laid their 
children away. Their graves were dug 
by the family and their loved ones 
were lowered to their resting places. 
They did not cover the graves 
immediately because another child, 
Teenie, was also very ill at the time 
and they thought perhaps she too 
would die. However, her fever broke 
and the family went back to the grave
yard and covered Roman's and Olga's 
graves. Many were buried without 
church services, and it wasn't until 
April of the following year that the 
community held one massive funeral 
for all that died during the influenza 
epidemic. Around each grave candles 
were lit. It was said that during this 
funeral a meadowlark sat on top of the 
crucifix that stood at the graveyard, 
and sang his song all the way through 
the service. This tragedy was never 
forgotten by the family and neigh
bours and they often relived it in 
memories. 



The Chorneys were quiet and very kind 
people. All the neighbours would gather at the 
Chorney's home to sing songs and spend many 
happy times. 

After all of Michael and Anna's children 
married and moved out to their own homes, they 
remained on their original homestead until Anna's 
death in 1931. Atthattime, theirfamilywas going to 
celebrate their parents 50th wedding anniversary 
and preparations were being made. When it was 
brought to Anna's attention she listened qUietly and 
then walked over to the calendar and said: "When 
are you going to have this 7" When she found out it 
was a month away she said:" Oh! so many things can 
happen in a month." Sure enough, two weeks later 
she died and the anniversary was never celebra ted. 
Michael moved out then and spent the remainder of 
his life at his son John's. He died in 1934. 

Both Michael and Anna were buried beside 
their children, Roman.and Olga, at the Ukrainian 
Catholic Cemetery in Ladywood, Manitoba. 

By Josephine (Modrzejewski) Naaykens 

The Chorney family in 1925 c. 

Michael and Anna Chorney. 
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John Chorney Family History 

John Chorney was the oldest son of Michael 
and Anna Chorney. He was born in Poland on May 
5, 1883. As the first born in his family, he had to 
work especially hard. As a young boy in his teens he 
had to go out to earn extra money to help with the 
expenses of the family. To do this he cut wood and 
hauled it in for sale to a sawmill near their home in 
Poland. Being young and conniving, he would 
surrender some of the money to his father, but at 
the same time would hold back some for himself. He 
did this long enough and often enough so that by 
1903 he saved enough money to buy himself a ticket 
for Canada. When he told his parents about his plan, 
it upset them very much but they also knew that 
there was no stopping him. After all, he was 20 years 
old. So John along with his two friends, John 
Wielgosh and Albert Przednowek, headed for 
Canada in the spring of 1903. 

John knew some people in Canada. One was 
his step-uncle, Andrew Ilchena (his mother's step 
brother), who had arrived in Canada in 1900. John 
made a home with them, but at the same time he 
worked out. One of his jobs was in Winnipeg 
working with horses and scrapers building roads. 
He saved his money so that in a years time he 
purchased property of his own and with the 
neighbours' help started to build a home. It wasn't 
quite complete when he purchased tickets for his 
parents, brothers and sisters to come to Canada to 
join him. 

In that year and a half he managed to bring his 
whole family to Canada. 

On January 22, 1907, he married Nellie 
Teichman and built up his first home just 1/8 of a 
mile west of his original homestead on the property 
where his parents lived. They lived there for three 
years then sold the farm to his brother Peter and 
moved out to Brokenhead and lived there until 
October, 1918, when they moved to East Selkirk, 
Manitoba, along the Selkirk Line Road. John and 
Nellie had a family of eight children. 

The eldest one was James who was born in 
Sandhill, Manitoba on December 14, 1907. He 
married Frances Kwiatkowski on October 7,1939. 
Their children were Jean and Clarence. James lives 
one mile north of Tyndall where he farmed all his 
married life, and is retired there now. 

Michael was born in Sandhill, Manitoba on 
January 5,1911. He married Sophie BurbellaonJuly 
20, 1938. Michael still farms in the East Selkirk area 
but also owns a home in West Selkirk. 

Caroline (Carrie) was born in Brokenhead, 
Manitoba on April 12, 1913. She married Joseph 
Sternat on July 6,1935. Their children are James and 
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Raymond. Carrie and Joseph farmed in Garson, 
Manitoba and now are retired and live in Selkirk, 
Manitoba. 

Anton was born in Brokenhead, Manitoba on 
November I, 1915. He married Adeline Zaborniak 
on June 28, 1941. Their children are Gladys, Lillian 
and Douglas. Anton and Adeline were called the 
"Potato Kings". They won prizes for their potatoes 
a t the International Royal Winter Fair in Toronto in 
the years 1959, 1961 and 1963, and for their seed 
potatoes in 1960, 1961 and 1971. They were also 
successful prize potato winners at the Western 
Canadian Championship at Brandon, Manitoba in 
1959 and 1980. Anton and Adeline were awarded a 
prize in the home grounds competition in Manitoba 
in 1973, and this was sponsored by the Good Roads 
Association. In 1976, Anton was chosen "Mr. 
Manitoba Farmer". 

Joseph was born in East Selkirk, Manitoba on 
October I, 1918. He married Stella Zaborniak on 
June 28, 1947. Their children are Colleen, Murray 
and Susan. Joseph and Stella farm in the East Selkirk 
area. 

Mary was born in East Selkirk, Manitoba on 
April 9, 1921. She married Frank Mikolash on June 
II, 1942. Their children are Edward and Dale. Mary 
and Frank farm north of Tyndall, Manitoba along 
the East Selkirk Road. 

Stella was born in East Selkirk, Manitoba on 
October 31, 1923. She married Peter Wasylik on 
June 5, 1947. Their children are Barry and Brenda. 
Stella is a registered nurse and she and Peter live in 
Swan River, Manitoba. 

John & Nellie Chorney & family. 



John, the youngest, was born in East Selkirk, 
Manitoba on June 29, 1926. He married Stella 
Kazina on October 3, 1953. Their children are 
David, Harvey and Brian. John remained on the 
home place and he and his wife Stella still farm there 
at East Selkirk, Manitoba. John and Nellie lived, 
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farmed and raised their family there until 1946 
when John got ill and had to retire. They moved to 
Selkirk and lived there only one year when John died 
on July 10, 1947. Nellie lived alone in Selkirk until 
her death on October 20, 1966. Both were buried in 
the East Selkirk Roman Catholic Cemetery. 

Peter Chorney 

Peter Chorney, the third child of Michael and 
Anna Chorney, was born in Belzec, Poland, 
February 17, 1888. Peter was 16 years old when he 
arrived in Canada with his parents. Peter was a very 
quiet, obedient lad, always minding his own 
business. One of his ambitions was to clear land. If 
Peter had nothing else to do, he was always seen 
with an axe over his back h~ading for the nearby 
bush. Peter was always willing to help anyone and 
tried to make a living through those difficult years in 
Canada. He would haul his cord wood to Garson, 
Manitoba for $1.75 a cord and box wood to Selkirk 
for $4.00 a cord. He bought his first property from 
his brother John in Sandhill, Manitoba which was 
located just west of the original Chorney 
homestead. He married Antonia (Dora) Perhaylon 
May 25, 1912 and together they farmed there until 
1919 when they moved to their new location north 
of Tyndall, Manitoba. 

Peter and Dora had five children. 
The first born was Kasmir, born in Sandhill, 

Manitoba in December, 1914. He married Kay 
Marek on May 25, 1940. Their children are: Alfred, 
Bernard, Leonard and Marion. Kasmir ran a garage 
along the Selkirk Line road just five miles north of 
Tyndall and also farmed. He and Kay are still living 
on the original place. 

Jim was born in Sandhill, Manitoba on July 10, 
1916. He married Sophie Lentowich of Cooks' 
Creek, Manitoba on July 20, 1940. Their children 
are: Richard, Robert and Beverly. Jim and Sophie 
farmed north of Tyndall, Manitoba until 1968 when 
they retired and moved to Beausejour, Manitoba. 

Their third child was a little girl by the name of 
Jean. She was born in 1918 and died in 1920. 

Alice, the fourth child, was born in Greenwich, 
Manitoba on February 17, 1922. She marriedJoseph 
Bzowy on July 17, 1943. They had one son Dennis. 
He now lives in Germany, working with computers. 
Alice presently resides in Vienna, Virginia, U.S.A. 
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Lina was the youngest member of the family. 
She was born in Greenwich, Manitoba on March 21, 
1923. Lina married William Kozie on July 16,1942. 
They had two girls, Dolores and Janet. William and 
Lina lived in Toronto, Ontario. William died in 
December 1974, and Lina continues to live in 
Toronto. 

Peter and Dora Chorney, lived, farmed and 
raised their children until they were all married and 
settled on their own. In 1946, Peter and Dora sold 
their farm and moved to Tyndall, Manitoba where 
they retired and enjoyed a few more years. Dora 
died in April, 1951, and Peter lived in Tyndall until 
January 13, 1963. Both Peter and Dora were buried 
in the Roman Catholic Cemetery in Tyndall, 
Manitoba. 

Peter and Dora Chorney and family. 
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Mary Kodyra (Chorney) Family History 

Mary Chorney was the eldest daughter and 
second born of Michael and Anna Chorney. She was 
born in Belzic, Poland on January 15, 1885. Mary 
was 19 years old when she came to Canada and qui te 
often she would reminisce about her life in Poland. 
She had many interesting tales to tell. She compared 
the two countries and thought there was nothing 
better than Canada. She loved the country. As a 
young girl she worked in Winnipeg, but having a 
language barrier, was limited to menial jobs. She 
worked for a Jewish family who were able to speak 
Ukrainian and Polish. 

In 1905, two young boys came to Chorney's 
looking for jobs. The Chorney's were poor, but had 
an open heart to help others. One of these boys was 
named Mathew Kodyra and in the fall of 1905 
Mathew Kodyra, Michael Chorney and Tom 
Urbanski walked all the way to Gretna, Manitoba 
for the harvest to make money. 

In Poland, when a young man wanted to 
marry, he would not ask the young lady but her 
parents, and this is what Mathew did. He asked 
Michael Chorney if he could marry his daughter 
Mary. The children in Poland were taught to obey 
their parents. Consequently, Mary married Ma
thew on May 3, 1906 at the Beausejour Roman 
Catholic Church. They lived in Brokenhead for 
three years, and then they moved to the Sebright 
District about five miles northwest of Beausejour. 
That's where Mathew and Mary lived, farmed and 
raised their three girls. Since they were blessed with 
only girls, the girls and their mother worked like 
men. They did every job a man did. Their eldest 
daughter was Rose. She was born on August 15, 
1907. She was the first grandchild of Michael and 
Anna Chorney. 

Rose married Joe Palecek on June 28, 1932,and 
farmed in the Brokenhead area until the year 1963 
when they sold their farm and retired to 
Beausejour. Joe died September 16,1975 and Rose is 
still living in her house on Third St. South. 

Frances, born on March 7, 1910, was their 
second daughter. Frances married Joe Markowski 
on April 23, 1929. Joe was a cobbler by trade and 
Frances was a hard working, ambitious young girl. 
Together they started and opera ted a general store 
in Macklin, Saskatchewan for 16 years. Theymoved 
to Winnipeg to be near family in 1953. Joe died on 
November 2, 1974 and Frances still lives in 
Winnipeg. 
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Mamie, the third and the youngest girl, was 
born on September 7, 1920. Mamie married Wm. 
Sokalski on October 15, 1939. Together they tried 
their hand in farming, but gave it up and moved to 
Winnipeg where Bill worked as a mechanic, and 
later owned and operated a Shell garage. They are 
now retired and reside in Winnipeg. Mamie and Bill 
have four children: Victor, Donald, Veronica, and 
David. 

Mathew and Mary continued to farm until 
1944. They found it difficult to farm alone and so 
sold their farm and moved to Beausejour. They 
were able to enjoy a few years of retirement, but 
Mary could never relax. She always had a job todo. If 
nothing else, she was found braiding rugs by the 
dozen to give away to her family. She died on April 
15, 1965. Mathew then moved to live with his 
daughter Frances. He died on May 11,1968. 

They both are buried in the Beausejour Roman 
Catholic Cemetery. 

Mary and Mathew Kodyra. 



Katherine Modrzejewski (Chorney) Family History 

Katherine (Katie) Modrzejewski (Chorney) 
was born in Belzic, Poland on March 8, 1892 and was 
the fourth child of Michael and Anna Chorney. She 
was 12 years old when she came to Canada. She was 
a very active, fun-loving child and always had a 
quick answer to every problem. She attended school 
in Poland and was able to read and write in Polish. 
She also attended the school in Sandhill, Manitoba 
where she learned to read and write English. 

Katherine Modrzejewski 

When she first came to Canada, English was an 
unknown language in their household, Mary, her 
older sister by six years, got a job in Winnipeg 
working for a family where they were able to speak 
Polish and Ukrainian, so Mary was able to converse 
with them. Soon after she got a job for Katie with a 
similar situation with a language barrier. Katie 
refused it, insisting to work strictly for English 
speaking people so that she could learn the English 
language. Her sister Mary thought she was crazy. It 
wasn't easy for Katie. You can imagine how you 
could converse in English knowing 95% Polish and 
5% broken English! At the first household she 
worked at, the lady of the house was trying to 
explain something to her, Katie answered, but the 
lady did not understand and said "I beg your 
pardon?" Katie quickly said "Oh, you want baking 
powder?" The lady just looked at her, shrugged her 
shoulders and walked away. This didn't stop Katie, 
for she was a determined young miss and as the days 
progressed so did her English language. With the 
little bit of schooling she received, she conquered 
the English language and eventually spoke it 
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fluently without an accent. Later she was employed 
by the Mayor and First Lady of Winnipeg, taking 
care of their household. One day her father came to 
visit her. Katie was excited and eager to show him 
the place where she worked. After seeing the whole 
situation he said, "Katie, even heaven wouldn't be 
better for you than here!" 

Josephine Modrzejewski was a very dear girl
friend of Katie's and being neighbours, they were 
always found together, laughing and enjoying each 
other's company. One winter, Josephine was stuck 
for help as she cooked for over 60 men in the 
Modrzejewski bush camp, so she asked Katie if she 
would consider helping her. Katie was always 
willing to help and said: "Yes". It was hard work, 
with long hours, but being with her friend 
Josephine, she enjoyed it very much. Only one thing 
bothered her, and that was Josephine's brother Joe. 
He was always the one to keep order in the camp and 
when he found Josephine and Katie talking and 
laughing a little too loud in the evening he would 
bawl them out and send them off to bed. Katie 
thought he was the worst crank going. In the spring 
of that year of 1912, who came to propose to Katie? 
None other than Joe. Yes, Katie married Joe on July 
23,1912. They were married at St. Peter and Paul's 
Church at Ladywood, Manitoba. The reception was 
held at the Modrzejewski homestead with all the 
neighbours in attendance. 

For the first year and a half Katie and Joe lived 
with the Modrzejewski family and in 1913 they 
bought a farm from E.A. Dugard, just three miles 
nort of Beausejour along the Grand Beach Road. In 
May, 1914, they took up residence on this farm, 
taking along with them their three month old son 
named Alfred. Slowly Katie and Joe started to build 
up their home place. Joe always liked order and 
that's the way he ran his farm. Everything had to be 
in it's place, in good shape as well as in order. 

Katie and Joe were directors of Brokenhead 
Agricultural Society for many years. When Fair 
Days came, that's when the surrounding farmers 
would compete against one another as to who had 
the best livestock, produce or what housekeeper did 
the best baking, canning, and sewing. The 
Modrzejewski residence became an extremely busy 
place during this time. Joe with his sons and hired 
help would groom his horses, cows, calves or 
whatever they intended entering into the fair. 
Katie, with her daughter Josephine, would be 
baking cakes, pies, bread and buns. Katie took great 
pleasure in this fair, although it involved a lot of 
work. One year, Joe and Katie were awarded a prize 
for the best kept farm yard in the area, which 
delighted them both very much. 



Ka tie and Joe had five children - four boys and 
one girl. Alfred was the oldest; then came Edward 
(Ed), John (Johnnie), Victor (Vic), and finally 
Josephine. They were all married and at the present 
all still live in the Beausejour area. 

Katie enjoyed living on their farm, but she got 
sick and was forced to leave. That's when Joe and 

Katie retired, built a house on Third St. South in 
Beausejour and moved into it on October 31, 1949. 
Katie truly enjoyed her new home and had many 
plans but they all came to a halt very abruptly three 
years later when she died on March 14, 1953. Katie 
was buried at the Beausejour R.C. Cemetery on 
March 17th, 1953. 

Steve Chorney Family History 

Steve was the first born to Michael and Anna 
Chorney in Balzic, Poland on January 8, 1895. He 
was only nine years of age when he came to Canada 
with his father and mother. Being one of the 
younger members of the family, Steve attended 
some school in Poland and was able to attend school 
at Sandhill, Manitoba in order to learn to read a-hd 
write English. At a very young age, he was also 
involved in clearing land. He helped his father 
and older brothers in building up their farm 
land and buildings, as all pioneer children had to do. 
He worked ou t in order to earn extra money. At the 
age of 27 he met and married Mary Grabowski in 
July, 1922. At that time he purchased a farm from 
his brother Peter. He and his wife, Mary settled and 
lived there until 1931. There they also started their 
family. 

First born was Florence, on April 22, 1923. 
Florence married Alexander Matrick. Their chil
dren are: Sandra, Lori and Brenda. At present, 
Florence and Al live on Neil Avenue, in Winnipeg. 

Second born was Elsie, on October 24, 1926. 
She married John Morrison and had one daughter 
named Jackie. John and Elsie live in Winnipeg. 

In 1931, Steve and Mary, along with their two 
daughters, sold their farm and moved to Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. There they had another addition to their 
family, a little boy named Leonard, born in 1935. 
Leonard didn't live long. He died at one and a half 
years. Steve died very suddenly only two weeks 
later, on April 18, 1936 at the age of 42. Mary 
continued living in Winnipeg with her daughters 
until July 1, 1972 when she died. Steve, Mary and 
their son Leonard are all buried at the St. Mary's 
Cemetery in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

Steve Chorney with father, Michael Chorney. 
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Roman and Olga Chorney Family History 

Roman and Olga Chorney, the children of 
Michael and Anna Chorney, were both born in 
Belzec, Poland. Roman was born on October 12, 
1897 and Olga was born April 20, 1900. They came 
to Canada at the agesofsevenandfour. They were a 
pleasure to their parents. Their parents had high 
hopes and dreams for their children. This also 
applied to Roman and Olga. However, their hopes 
and dreams came to a very sudden end when both 
Roman and Olga died on November 24,1918. 

In the fall of 1918, this part of the country was 
stricken by the great influenza epidemic and every 
household throughout the neighbourhood was 
affected in one way or the other. The ones that got 
influenza were forced to stay in bed with a great 
fever and those that were well were out helping 
their neighbours, feeding the livestock, taking care 
of one another throughout this terrible epidemic. 
The one doctor that was located in Beausejour was 
on the go almost 24 hours a day, andevenhe was not 
able to save the stricken people. Many deaths 

Olga Chorney. 
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occurred throughout the area. It was during this 
influenza epidemic that Roman and Olga lost their 
lives. They both died on the same day. 

At this time their mother was exhausted 
taking care of her ill children and laid down for a rest 
while their father went to Beausejour with Steve 
for some supplies. A neighbour, May Modrzejewski 
sat vigil at the Chorney Residence. At 5:00 p.m. 
Roman called to May, and within seconds died in her 
arms. She laid him down gently and quietly so that it 
would not arouse the rest of the household. Just then, 
Roman's Dad and brother returned from Beause
jour. May told them what happened. The only thing 
left to do was to remove Roman from the room 
where his two sisters also lay seriously ill. They 
quietly took him out with the mattress and put him 
in the granary. At 11:00 p.m. that same night, Olga 
woke up and looked over to Roman's bed and asked 
"Where is Roman?" Before anyone could answer, 
she also died. The family had her removed because 
Tekla also laid very ill. T ekla' s fever broke in a couple 
of days, and she survived, but her brother and sister 
were gone. 

These were some of the hardships of our 
pioneers. Not only had they lost their loved ones, 
they had to clothe them, make their coffins and bury 
them alone without the assistance of an undertaker. 
With so many people ill in the area at the time, there 
was no grave side service. They were just laid to rest. 

During all this tragedy in the Chorney 
household Anna (the mother) carried on her 
duties, getting her children ready for burial without 
a tear. Three weeks later, she came across Olga's 
trunk which carried a young girl's hope chest. After 
examining it, she started to cry and those tears 
never stopped until her dying day. Also in Roman's 
jacket pocket she found a beautiful red apple. She 
recalled, just before Roman's illness, that he had 
brought her an apple just like this one and she knew 
this second red apple Roman had intended to take to 
his lady friend. Anna delivered this apple herself to 
Roman's lady friend and told her it was meant for 
her. She wanted her to have it. 

In April the following year a common service 
was held for all those that lost their lives during the 
great influenza epidemic. Candles were lit around 
each grave. For each tearful family attending it was a 
very heartbreaking Memorial Day, and is still 
remembered by some of our pioneers. 



Tekla (Tennie) Katazinski (Chorney) 

T ekla Chorney was born in Belzec, Poland in 
1903 and was the youngest child of Michael and 
Anna. She came to Canada at the age of one year 
along with her brothers Peter, Steven and Roman 
and three sisters, Mary, Katherine and Olga to join 
their brother John who was already living in 
Canada. John came to Canada one and a half years 
earlier and was instrumental in the immigration of 
the rest of his family. 

Tekla attended school at Sandhill, Manitoba. 
At the time of the great influenza epidemic in 

1918, Tekla was stricken along with so many others. 
She was gravely ill when her brother Roman and 
her sister Olga died. It was thought that she too 
would die. Tekla survived and grew up to be a 
beautiful young lady. 

Tekla Katazinski (Chorney). 

A t the age of 22 years, T ekla met a young man 
by the name of Adam Katazinski. Adam came to 
Canada when he was 17, alone, leaving his parents 
and family behind in Minsk, Russia. He worked at 
Winnipeg Cold Storage as a milk delivery boy, but 
his heart was in farming. He spent eight years 
homesteading in Maple Creek, Saskatchewan, until 
the drought forced him to leave. He returned to 
Manitoba where he met and married Tekla. They 
were married in June, 1926 and moved out to 
Grande Point where they farmed and started their 
family. 

Their first born was Alice. She was born in 
June, 1927 at Grande Pointe, Manitoba. She 
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married Joe Bernat in June, 1946, the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Harry Bernat of Grande Pointe. They still 
reside on the old Bernat homestead, involved in 
dairy farming. They have six children. Alice and 
Joe's first child born was Pearl, born June 1949. She 
married Ron Novotny, the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Novotny of La Salle, Manitoba. They have 
two children, Wendy and Wesley. 

Edward was born in 1951. He married Marcella 
Kraizik, the daugh ter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Kraizik 
of Grande Pointe. They have two children and 
reside in Alberta. 

The third child, Gladys, was born in 1953. She 
resides at home and works in the dairy. 

Helen was born in 1958. She is a stewardess 
and resides in Oakville, Ontario. 

Richard was born in 1965 and is attending 
school. 

Harold was born in 1969 and is attending 
school. 

The second child born to T ekla and Adam 
Katazinski was Vera. She was born in December 
1928 at Grande Pointe. She married Ron Helwer, 
the son of Fred and Elsie Helwer of Libau. They 
were married in July, 1956. They are in the fuel and 
fertilizer business in Brandon, and still reside there. 

They have three children. 
Sherry was born in 1959 and is attending the 

University of Chicago. 
Reggie was born in 1960 and is attending the 

University of Brandon. 
Gail was born in 1971 and is attending school. 
The third child born to T ekla and Adam was 

born in March, 1930. Her name was Margaret. She 
married Frank Dancho in 1947, the son of Andrew 
Dancho and Caroline Baker of Cromwell, Mani
toba. They are still farming in the Tyndall area. 
They have five children. 

Alfred was born in 1950. He married Trudy 
Jung in 1974, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Rheinhold Jung of Henderson Highway. They have 
two children. Jeffrey is attending school, and Heidiis 
still at home. They reside in the Tyndall area and are 
involved in farming. 

Shirley was born in 1952 and resides in 
Winnipeg. She works as a school guidance 
counsellor. 

Twins, Sylvia and Susan, were born October 
27,1955. 

Sylvia married Bill Uskoski, the son of Bill and 
Pauline Uskoski of Beausejour in 1979. They reside 
in Birds' Hill where he is involved in air-conditioning 
and refrigeration. Sylvia is a nurse. Susan married 
Wayne Peitsch in 1975, the son of Charles and Hilda 
Peitsch of Beausejour. Wayne is involved in truck 



driving. They reside in Spruce Grove, Alberta. They 
have two children, Terry and Jennifer. 

Garry was born in 1961 and lives at home. He is 
employed at the Peat Moss Plant at Seddons 
Corner, Manitoba. 

Alex Katazinski was born in 1931. He married 
Margaret Woods in 1961, the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Alex Woods of Winnipeg. They are involved in 
farming and reside in the Tyndall area. They have 
five children. 

Charlene was born in 1965, and is attending 
school. 

Corinne was born in 1967, and is attending 
school. 

Bridget was born in 1968, and is attending 
school. 

Daryl was born in 1971 andis attending school. 
Kevin was born in 1973 and is attending 

school. 
Mary Katazinski was born in 1935 at 

Haywood, Manitoba. She married Kenneth Maley 
in 1960, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Maley of Toronto, 
Ontario. Ken and Mary have two children and 
reside in Oakville, Ontario where Ken is a pilot for 
Canadian Pacific Airlines. 

Karen was born in 1962 and is attending the 
University of Toronto. 

Shannon was born in 1963 and is attending the 
University of T oron to. 

The twins, William and Jack were born in 
Tyndall, Manitoba in 1937. Jackie died in infancy in 
May, 1937. William lives and works in Selkirk. 

Roy Lloyd Katazinski was born in Tyndall, 
Manitoba in 1942. He married Lucille Lloyd of 
Selkirk. Roy is a teacher and lives in Winnipeg. They 
have two children: Chris, born in 1965 and Trevor, 
born in 1967. Both are attending school. 

Ida Katazinski was born in June 1946, and was 
the youngest of the nine children of Adam and 
Tekla. She was the Anniversary Queen for 
Beausejour in 1962. She married Robert Zebinskiin 
1965, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Ted Zebinski of 
Kirkness, Manitoba. Robertis an auto mechanic and 
they reside in Selkirk and have two children. 

T ena was born in 1972 and Tyler was born in 
1974. They both are attending school. 

Tekla and Adam lived in Grande Pointe for 
approximately seven or eight years before they 
moved to Haywood, Manitoba. They lived here for 
one and a half years and finally moved to the Tyndall 
area. 
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During the Dirty Thirties, it was difficult 
to make a living, but Adam would not give up. 
Besides farming he worked in Pine Falls in bush 
camps during the winter. Then he got a job at the 
Rolling Mills in Selkirk, Manitoba where he worked 
for over 25 years. 

So often T ekla and Adam would dream of the 
time they would retire and perhaps move to Selkirk 
where Adam wouldn't have to travel and just enjoy 
old age. This did not happen. Before they had a 
chance, Adam died on July 27, 1959, leaving Tekla 
with her younger children on the farm. However, 
Alex, one of Tekla's sons, got married on October 
21,1961 and wanted to farm the homeplace. Tekla 
decided to buy that house in Selkirk and move with 
her children and let Alex have the farm. She did, but 
did not enjoy that house for very long. She was 
there for one week when she died on December 7, 
1961. 

Both T ekla and Adam are buried side by side at : 
the Roman Catholic Cemetery in Beausejour, 
Manitoba. 

Adam and T ekla Katazinski. 



James Chorney Family History 

James Chorney was the first child born to John 
and Nellie Chorney on December 14, 1907 at 
Sandhill, Manitoba. The family lived there until 
James was two years of age, when they moved to 
Brokenhead, Manitoba (Rattray Area). This is 
where James started his grade school. He attended 
Ivan Arden School, later known as Rattray School. 
They lived in this area until James was 10 years old, 
when his parents sold the farm and purchased one 
on another location near East Selkirk, known as the. 
Walkleyburg Area. He continued his schooling in the 
Walkleyburg school until he completed his 8th 
grade. Being the eldest, he had to help his father as 
soon as he was able. He was also very mindful of his 
younger brothers and sisters at all times and all 
through their growing years. 

James, as a young man, took great pride in his 
field work and loved working with horses. In the 
1920's, the Agricultural Society of St. Andrew's 
would hold a plowing competition at the Searle 
Farms in East Selkirk, Manitoba. James took a great 
interest in this, so much so, that in 1930, he won a 
II silver cup trophy" along with his brother, Mike. He 
was also presented with a gold watch. 

In 1935, James purchased his first farm loea ted 
one mile north of Tyndall, Manitoba. In 1939, he 
married Frances Kwiatkowski and settled on this 
farm where they are still living. James and Frances 
had two children. The eldest was Jeanie, born on 
June 9, 1940. She married John Panas on November 
24, 1962 and they have two sons, Philip and Corey. 
Jeanie and Johnnie, with their two sons, live on a 
farm north of Tyndall, Manitoba. 

The second child was a son, Clarence, who was 
born on May 16, 1945. He married Donna Buys on 
October 1, 1966. Clarence and Donna had two sons, 
Michael and Jamie. Clarence and Donna have taken 
over the farm from James and Frances, and plan to 
build and make their permanent home there. 

James was always interested in Community 
work. He served on the School Board for 
approximately 11 years and for many years he was 
chairman. He was a director of the Beausejour 
Consumers Co-op, and President of the Manitoba 
Pool Elevators until 1971 when it dissolved in 
Tyndall. He was also one of the first members of the 
Fraternal Order of Eagles in this area. He is a senior 
member of the Eagles. 

James and Frances Chorney. (picture taken in 1973) 

KrukFamily History 

Stephen and Nellie (Holigroski) came to 
Canada from Suchowala, Ukraine. They were 
sponsored by the Zbowdin family. They farmed on 
2-15-7 and raised six children. 

Teofon married Pauline Yakim. They had 
three children: John, Harry and Fred. 

Annie married Stanley Stupack. They had 
eleven children: John, Margaret, Mike, Helen, 
Frank, Joe, Paul, Anton, Edward, Nick and Victor. 

Lena married Mike Kowalchuk. They had 
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eight children. Two children, Nick and Mary died at 
an early age. They also had Steve, Nick, Ann, Helen, 
Nellie and Jeanette. 

Fred married Ann Oneschuk. They had five 
children: Bill, Dan, Steve, Fred and Helen. 

Philip married Rose. They had six children: Joe, 
Betty, Gordon, Nellie, Lawrence and Randy. 

Mary married Anton Zack. They had five 
children: Paul, Ella, Mike, Steffie and Dan. 



Kasmir Chorney Family History 

Kasmir Chorney was the first born of Peter 
and Antonia (Dora) Chorney. He was born in the 
Sandhill area on December 14, 1913. He attended 
the Greenwich School and completed his 8th grade. 
Kasmir married Katherine (Kay) Marek on May 25, 
1940 and settled four miles north of Tyndall, 
Manitoba along the Selkirk Line Road. Kasmir 
operated a garage there for 38 years. He was also a 
farmer. In 1978, he gave up his garage and sold his 
farm to his eldest son Alfred. However, Kasmir and 
Kay are still living on this farm and enjoying their 
semi-retirement. 

Kasmir and Kay had a family of four children, 
all boys. The first born was Alfred who married 
Elizabeth Smolinski on May 22, 1970. They have a 
daughter, Jocelyn, and reside in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. 

The second born was Bernard, who married 
Barbara Tokarow on April 27, 1974. They live in 
Calgary, Alberta. 

Lawrence was the third son born to them. He 
married Claire Toonstra on May 23,1971 and have 
one boy, Shawn. They live in Ottawa, Ontario. 

Next was Marian who married Joan McIntosh 
on June 24,1978. Theyhaveadaughter,Angela,and 
live in Vancouver, B.C. 

Kasmir served his community as an active 
member of the Farmer's Union, Beausejour 
Consumers Co-op and the Manitoba Pool 
Elevators. 

Katherine and Kasmir (picture taken in 1980). 

Frederick Welbourne Dugard Family History 

Fred (1887-1975) was the eldest son of E. A. 
Dugard. He was born on the Dugard homestead in 
the Brokenhead Municipality. He moved to the mile 
corner with his family, where he learned the 
hardware business counting pails of lime for his 
mother, who operated his father's hardware store. 

Fred attended the Manitoba Agricultural 
College and Manitoba Business College in 
Winnipeg. 

On his return home he managed his father's 
hardware store with some help from mother, as his 
father was now Clerk of the Municipality. 

After Mr. Dugard sold the hardware store, 
Fred continued to work in the hardware, teaching 
Mr. Scruton the business. 

Along came the 1914-1918 War and Fred 
managed his father's farm as well as his own dairy 
farm. He also took over the Cockshutt Agency from 

920 

his brother, Harold, who had joined the army. He 
continued with the Cockshutt Plow Company in 
Beausejour until 1941. He then moved his family to 
Winnipeg where he continued working for 
Cockshutt until his retirement in 1956, except for 
the years of the Second World War when he was 
night supervisor of McDonald Aircraft. 

In 1929 he married Elsie Black of Brandon. 
They had three daughters: Joyce, Elaine and 
Florence. 

Fred was a Master Mason for 60 years. He was 
Master of Ophir Lodge in 1922. Fred was interested 
in the life of his community, serving as school 
trustee. He was one of the first curlers in the 
Beausejour rink and Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Anglican Church in Beausejour for 25 years. 

His retirement years were spent in travelling, 
even visiting the home of his forefa thers in England. 



James (Jim) S. Chorney Family History 

Jim was the second born of Peter and Antonia 
(Dora) Chorney. He was born July 8, 1916 in 
Sandhill, Manitoba. Jim married Sophie Lentowich 
at Cooks' Creek in July, 1940. They started farming 
near Tyndall, Manitoba, in the Walkleyburg district 
along the Selkirk Line Road. Jim was a proud owner 
of a herd of Shorthorn cattle and was a member of 
the Shorthorn Society for over 20 years. This is 
where they raised three children, two boys and one 
girl. The oldest was Richard. He married Sandra 
Smith of Beausejour in 1965. They have two sons, 
Kevin and Vincent. Richard now lives on a farm 
north of Tyndall, Manitoba and has taken over from 
his father. 

The second born was Robert, who married Pat 
Wyspianski. They have two children, Janice and 
Michael. Bob and Pat live in Edmonton, Alberta, 
where Bob is teaching. 

Their third child was a daughter, Beverley. She 
married Richard Klima and have a son named 

Robert. Beverley and Richard live in The Pas, 
Manitoba where Beverley is teaching. 

Jim and Sophie farmed for 28 years until 1965 
when their son Richard took over from his father. 
Jim and Sophie became the owners of a Snack Bar 
along Highway 59 which they operated until 1972 
when they moved into their new home on Gertrude 
Avenue in Beausejour. Here they became members 
of the Brokenhead Agricultural Society, where Jim 
is still an active member. He also has worked in the 
Centennial Park and has devoted many hours to the 
museum there. They were willing workers of their 
community wherever they lived, they were also 
active members of their church. 

Jim and Sophie were able to enjoy nine years of 
their retirement together in Beausejour until April 
4,1981 when Sophie passed away and was buried in 
the Beausejour R.c. Cemetery. Jim is still living in 
his home on Gertrude Avenue, Beausejour, 
Manitoba. 

Jim Chorney'S family: Richard, Jim, Robert, Sophie and Beverley. 
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Peter Rumak Family History 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter R umak on their 50th wedding anniversary, 
February 20, 1954. 

Peter Rumak migrated from the Western 
Ukraine in 1900. He married Anna Kutcy from the 
Ukraine on February 3, 1904 at St.PeterandSt. Paul 
Roman Catholic Church, Ladywood, Manitoba. 
Peter was instrumental in building the Holy Ghost 
Church. They farmed in the Cromwell District 
until September of 1920 when they purchased a 
general store from Mr. Pereles. Mr. and Mrs. P. 

Rumak had eight children: six sons and two 
daughters. 

Michael and Kay Rumak lived in Beausejour. 
Michael is now deceased. They had one daughter, 
Lorraine, who is married to Darryl Bukoski and lives 
in Winnipeg. 

Mary and Frank Cheop live in Kenora, 
Ontario. They have two sons, Frank and Paul. Frank 
married Elaine of Edmonton, Alberta. They have 
two children, Sonia and Frank. Paul and wife, Heide, 
of Steinbach, Manitoba have two children, Barbara 
and Shawn. 

Stephen and Ethel lived in Beausejour. 
Stephen is now deceased. They had one daughter, 
Teresa, who married Allen Wielgosh. They live in 
Beausejour and have two sons, Jodi and Christo
pher. 

Paul is presently residing in Selkirk, Manitoba. 
Fred married Nell and lived in Beausejour. Fred 

is now deceased. They had one son, Fred Junior, 
whose wife is Verna. They have a daughter named 
Andrea. Fred Junior was the first grandson with the 
Rumak name. Also, he was the first baby born in the 
Beausejour Hospital on December 13, 1950. Fred 
Junior and Verna live in Calgary, Alberta and have 
three children: Theodore, Jennifer and Andrea. 
Andrea lives in Winnipeg. 

Nicholas and wife Margaret lived in Bea use
jour. Nicholas is now deceased. They had one 
daughter and one son. Daughter, Joan, married 

Rumak Family (1955) 
Back raw, left to right: Michael, Stanley, Herb Singleton, Paul, Frank Cheop, Stephen, Fred. 
Fran t row: Mother Rumak, Helen holding son John, Ethel, Teresa, Kaywith Lorraine standing 
behind, Bette holding daughter Cathy, Nell holding son Fred Junior, Mary. Missing from 
photo: Nicholas and Margaret and their children Peter and Joan, Paul Cheop, Andrea and 
Janice. 
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William Litke and they live in Brokenhead. They 
have two children, Jocelyn and Dane. Son, Peter, 
and wife Corrine live in Winnipeg, Manitoba. They 
have one child, Michael. 

Stanley and Bette live in Windsor, Ontario. 
They have two daughters, Cathy of Windsor and 
Janice, who married Mark Sylvesters, also of 
Windsor. 

Helen and husband Herbert Singleton live in 

Winnipeg. They have one son, John, whose wife is 
Darlene. They live in Edmonton, Alberta. 

Mr. Peter Rumak also had the agency for 
Brewery Products for many years and operated the 
Howland Hotel. This was later taken over by son 
Fred and then Nicholas. 

Mr. Peter Rumak passed away in May of 1955. 
Anna passed away in Septembr of 1959. 

Joseph Specht Family History 

Joseph (September 7, 1873toJuly26, 1953) and 
Pauline (1881 to August 14, 1923 )(nee Burzminiski) 
Specht came to Canada from Buczacz,Poland. They 
arrived in Ladywood and stayed with Klemens and 
Louise Kupczynski for approximately one year. They 
then moved to Beausejour on Ashton Avenue. 

Joseph was a carpenter. He helped build the 
first Ladywood School. He also had worked on the 
Point du Bois power dam. 

Elsie, Pete, Lily, Joe. 

923 

They had four children. Elsie married Fred 
Telenko. They had three children: Mary, Stanley 
and Marjorie. Peter married Lillian Madison. Lillian 
passed away. Peteris now residing in Ladywood. Bill 
married a girl by the name of Adeline. Lillian 
married John Hudyma. They had three children: 
Edward, Daniel and John Jr. 

By: Lillian Hudyma. 



Joseph Krawchuk Family History 

Joseph and Mary Krawchuk came to Canada in 
July of 1900 on the ship "Dominion". They came 
from the Village of Kamiki in the Ukraine. 

They had a choice of going to Brazil or Canada. 
If they were to go to Brazil, they had to bring their 
own seed for farming, so they decided to come to 
Canada. When they came to Brokenhead they 
stayed with John Kyrylo. They settled in this area 
and raised five children. 

Joseph passed away at 55 years of age, leaving 
his sons to carryon farming. Later when Mary was 
left with her son Conrad, they left the farm and 
moved to Winnipeg. 

Conrad Krawchuk. 

William married Dora Kolton. They settled on 
N£ 11-15-7£. They had seven children: Steve,John, 
Mike, Annie, Peter and Harry. 

Annie married John Kindefora. They settled 
on S£ 1-15-7£ and had one son, Paul. 

T eenie married Steve Kolton. They settled on 
3-15-7. They had nine children who are listed under 
the Steve Kolton family. 

Philip married Mary Chrusch. They lived in 
Stamford, Connecticut. They had three children, 
Annie, Josephine and Pauline. 

Conrad married Katherine Harbyniuk. They 
live in Winnipeg. They had one daughter, Patricia. 

By: Annie Kindefora. 

Philip and Bill Krawchuk. 

Teenie, mother Mary Krawchuk, Annie. 
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Frank Smolarski Family History 

Frank Smolarski and his first wife settled in 
Pennsylvania when they came from Europe. They 
later moved to Yorkton, Saskatchewan. Frank was 
left with a son, Louis, after his wife died. He moved 
to Brokenhead. Frank and his second wife lived near 
the Sandhills. They later moved to SE 2-15-7. Frank 
and Julia had four children. 

Lucille married John Stankewich. They had 
five children: Louis, George, Joyce, Marge and Ted. 
Susan died when she was 14 years of age. William 
married Lucille. They had five children: Leslie, 
Gerald, William, Jean and Lucille. Walter married 
T eenie Roman. They had two sons, Edward and 
Paul. 

Walter and his family lived with Frank for 10 
years. After Frank passed away, Julia moved to 
Walkleyburg to live with her daughter Lucille. Julia 
later remarried. William, Lucy, Walter. 

Stephen Husak, Bill Smolarski, Peter Caryk, Walter Smolarski, Metro Zakaluk. 
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Hudyma Family History 

Paul Hudyma was born on June 29, 1893. He 
left Europe and came to Winnipeg. Paul met his 
future wife, Antonia Krat (born on July 10, 1893) in 
Winnipeg on a streetcar. He worked in a factory 
while in Winnipeg. Paul and Antonia settled in 
Brokenhead with John Kulbaba, sharing a house. 
Paul sold his share and moved to Ladywood where 
he farmed. 

Paul died on February 3,1955 and Antonia died 
on October 18, 1959. Paul and Antonia had five 
children: two sons, John and Wally, and three 
daughters, Olga, Jean and Bernice. 

John married Lillian Specht of Ladywood in 
1941. They settled in Ladywood near the Sandhills. 
John worked in the bush camps and farmed. Then 
he worked for the Telephone System in more recent 
years. John and Lillian had three children: Edward, 
Daniel and John Jr. 

Edward married Elaine Anderchuk. They lived 

Back row: Olga, John, Wally. Front: Antonia (mother), Jean, 
Paul (father), Bernice (on lap). 

926 

in Winnipeg and have four children: Shelly, Kevin, 
Sherri and Sandra. 

Daniel is single and is living in Ladywood. 
John Jr. married Lana McNabb. They live in 

Winnipeg and have two children, Dean and Tracey. 
John Sr. passed away in 1976. Lillian still 

resides on the original homestead. 
Olga married Arthur Doyle of Winnipeg. They 

have five children: Patricia, Donna, Marion, Gerald 
and Larry. 

Wally married Ollie Ticholice of Ontario. They 
have three children: Allen,Diana and Michael. 

Jean married Louis T assier of Winnipeg. They 
have six children: Doreen, Larry, Linda, Kenny, 
Sharon and Darryl. 

Bernice married Mike Stephaniuk of Winni
peg. They have three children: Valerie, Vivian and 
Jo-Ann. 

Lillian, John, Edward, Daniel, John Jr. 



Klemens Kupczynski Family History 

Klemens and Louise (Burzminski) Kupczynski 
came to Canada from Poland in 1900. With them 
came Valenty and Mary Burzminski and three 
children: William, Julian and Mary. They lived in 
Winnipeg and worked there. Klemens then 
purchased 160 acres for $800.00 in Ladywood. They 
lived here for a while and then moved to Beausejour. 
Klemens worked at the glass factory. They lived for 
seven years in Beausejour. After the glass factory 
closed down, Klemens moved his family back to 
Ladywood to their farm. There they stayed. 

Klemens Kupczynski. 
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They had nine children. William is single and 
lives in San Francisco. Mary married Joe 
Trojanowski. They had one son, John. Julian is 
single and lives in Chicago. Myron married Teeni 
Senicia. Louis is single and lives in Detroit. Ben is 
single. Leo is single and lives in Ladywood. Caroline 
married Joe Trombo. They live in Brokenhead. 
Edward is single. He lives in Los Angeles. Klemens 
passed away in 1929 and Louise in 1958. 

Back row: Elsie Tolenko, Caroline Kupczynski, Mary 
Trojanowski. Front: Louise (mother) Johnny Trojanowski. 
1930's. 



Huska Family History 

Peter and Nellie Huska came from Tarnopol, 
Ukraine. They settled by the Brokenhead River (SE 
7-15-8). Peter farmed and raised a family of three 
children. Peter met with an unfortunate accident in 
the early 1920's. He was crossing the river in a small 
boat or raft and drowned. Nellie was a midwife in 
the district. They had three children. 

Paraska married Stefan Fosty. They had four 
children: Dan, John, Mary and Mike. 

Irene married Frank Kasmerski. They had 
seven children: Mike, Ann, Tony, Joyce, Victoria, 
Henry and Mary. 

Michael married Mary Murash. Michael 
passed away in 1969. Michael and Mary had two 

Michael and Mary Huska, father and mother of the late John 
Huska. 
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children, John and Peter. John (1923 to December 
25, 1965) married Dorothy Frankowski. Peter 
(February 14, 1930 to November 29, 1959) never 
married. 

John and Dorothy continued to farm after 
Michael moved to Winnipeg. Dorothy owns the 
original property and resides at S.B. 1-15-7E. They 
had four children and seven grandchildren. Ramsay 
married Della (Hurly). They had two children, 
Annette and Lesley. John's children are David and 
Sandra. Patricia married Edward Wallman. They 
have one child, Joline. Susan married Melvin 
Stefaniuk. They had two children, Amanda and 
Penelope. 

Back row: Ramsay and John. Front row: Patricia and Susan. 
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Paul Mazur Family History 

Paul Mazur was born on May 1, 1925 in 
Lowland, Manitoba. He is the owner of a garage. 
Paul's parents were Louis Mazur and Anne Zdrill. 
Both were born in Poland. 

Paul's wife, Caroline Duma, was born on 
February 8, 1932 at Brokenhead, Manitoba. Sheis a 
clerk. Caroline's parents were Anthony Duma and 
Julia Tychowitz. They were both born in Poland. 

Paul and Caroline were married on October 6, 
1951 at Ladywood, Manitoba. They farmed at 
Lowland for 13 years. Paul bought into Pine Motors 
Ltd., in Beausejour in November of 1962. The 
family moved into town a year later. Paul and 
Caroline have two children: Susan Lynne, born 
December 9,1955; andRobertPaul, born December 
3,1957. 

Left to right: John, Helen, Joe, Stella and Paul Mazur, taken in 
1937 at Lowland. 
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Paul is still operating the business. Susan is a 
Registered Nurse employed at the Health Sciences 
Centre in Winnipeg. Robert Paul is married to 
Cathy Bush and works with his father in the 
business. They have an infant son, Anthony 
Robert, born November 25, 1981. 

Paul's brothers and sisters are: Stella who 
married Mike Dzuba; Joe who married Mary from 
Hope, B.C.; Helen who married Nick Pocalyuko; 
and John who married Rosemarie McGraw. 

Caroline's brothers and sisters are: Joseph who 
married Rose Gmiterek; Frank who married Betty 
Olensky; Helen who married Joe Struss; Edward 
who married Alexis Welychka; Casey who married 
Nellie Wolowich; Anthony who married Elsie 
Catena; Gene who married Eleanor Pshednowek; 
Larry who married Sally Bzovey; and Dallas who 
married Anthony Biegun. 

Caroline's mother, Julia, is 81 years old and 
lives in Winnipeg. 

Left to right: Carol, Robert, Susan and Paul Mazur. 



Paul Rayter Family History 

Paul Rayter and his wife Katherine emigrated 
to Canada in 1898 from Austria. They settled in 
Winnipeg. In 1900 they moved to Great Falls, 
Montana, U.S.A. In 1907 they moved back to 
Manitoba and settled in the Ladywood District. 
Their children are: Hedwig who married August 
Liestiko; Jessie who married Frank Koubek; Lena 
who married Paul Geibel; Tillie who married 
Clarence Higgins; Laura who married Andrew 
Sathre; Anna who married John Miller; Eugene who 
married Nellie Nejedly; and Mary who married Joe 
Rosmus. 

Paul Rayter passed away in 1936. Kathleen 
passed away in 1945. 

Eugene Nejedly was seven months old when 
he emigrated to Canada. Nellie was born in 
Ladywood. Nellie married Eugene in 1934 and they 
lived at the Rayter homestead. They had one 
daughter, Mildred. Mildred married Mike Luko
wich of Lac du Bonnet. Mildred and Mike have two 
children, Mark and Sharon. 

Left to right, back row: Eugene Rayter, Mike Lukowich, 
Mildred (Rayter) Lukowich, Nellie Rayter. Front row: Mark 
and Sharon (children of Mike and Mildred). 

JOM Pfeifer History 

John and Anna Pfeifer were born in 
Beckersdorf, Austria. John was a small farmer, 
working his land and helping his neighbours when 
the need arose. Realizing that there was no future 
for his large growing family in Austria, he decided to 
emigrate to Canada, as his neighbours had done. In 
1896 he sold his land and together with his wife and 
five children, left for Canada. His eldest son Joseph 
stayed behind. After a period of seven years, Joseph 
and his wife Caroline (Owsianski) also emigrated 
and joined the rest of the family. 

The Pfeifers settled in Ladywood, joining 
other settlers from Beckersdorf. They bought a 40 
acre farm located on 7-14-8 East. That small farm 
could not support a family of nine, so Anton and 
Mathew left home and went to Milner, Manitoba to 
work in the bush cutting logs and working in a saw 
mill. Mathew also opened a small general store in 
Milner. Both brothers stayed in Milner only a few 
years. They then moved to British Columbia, taking 
up permanent residence there. 
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The three daughters all married. Katherine 
married Jacob Lachowski, a farmer in Ladywood 
who was to move to Lydiatt later, settling on a farm 
just south of the C.P.R. on the Brokenhead River. 
Eva married William Trouton, who was in the 
lumber and wood business in Milner and who also 
ran a saw mill in Ladywood. Theresa married Jacob 
Fesser of Cromwell. Following their marriage they 
moved to British Columbia. 

Son Joseph was the last to arrive in Canada. He 
had one son, John. John married Leona Groinus of 
Ladywood. He was given a 40 acre piece of land by 
his father, upon which he made his home. John and 
Leona had six children, none of whom stayed on the 
farm. They were: Joseph, Helen (Basarowich of 
Minneapolis), Fred, Henry of Winnipeg, Frances 
(Peltz) of Winnipeg, and Stanley also of Winnipeg. 
Joseph and Fred both live in Beausejour and are 
engaged in cabinet manufacture. Joseph married 
Bertha Urbanski of Ladywood and Fred married 
Julia Kazina of Tyndall, Manitoba. 



Kindefora Family History 

John Kindefora (1881-1967) came to Canada at 
the age of 24 in 1905 from the Ukraine. His parents, 
Philip and Katherine, sisters, Wolana and Mary, and 
brother, Anton, stayed behind. His sister Teenie 
came a little later. He worked in the bush camps in 
winter and harvested for farmers in summer. He 
met and married Annie Krawchuk (1889). He 
bought 40 acres (2-15-7E) which was all bush and 
had to be cleared. With the help of neighbours, they 
built a log house. They worked their land with oxen 
then purchased horses. Annie remembers having a 
quiet pair of horses, for which she was thankful, for 
they were hers for hauling sheaves to the threshing 
machine. They had one son Paul. Annie was in 
charge of the livestock while her husband was away 
harvesting in Saskatchewan or in bush camps. 

Connie Zieske with John & Annie Kindefora. 
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John, walking home from Beausejour once, 
had a frightening experience. It was night fall and 
quite dark when he came to Cromwell or "Big 
Marsh" as it was then known. He walked right onto 
an ox lying down, right between the horns, startling 
himself and the ox. 

John continued farming with his son Paul until 
he retired. 

Paul married Jennie Janczyn and raised four 
daughters. Ethel married Andy Koshelyank. They 
had one child, Shannon. Joyce married Harold 
Schinkel. They had two children, Lori and Dean. 
Connie married Larry Zieske. They had one girl, 
Michelle. Lorraine married Gary Hlady. They had 
two children, Neal and Grant. 

Paul and Jennie Kindefora holding granddaughter Loriin 1972. 



Alexander Kowalchuk Family History 

Alexander and Malanka (Molly) were born in 
the village of Kamiki, near the town of Skalot, 
Ukraine. They came to Canada in July of 1900. With 
them came their children: Mike, Mary and David. 

When they arrived at Brokenhead they stayed 
with John Kyrylo's family. There were no extra 
buildings to stay in so they built temporary shelters 
with poles and straw. 

Alexander then acquired 1-15-7 where he 
farmed and raised his family. Alexander worked 
out, like many of the neighbours, during harvest 
and cutting cords in the winter. Alexander and 
Malanka had 10 children. 

Left to right: Malanka Kowalchuk, John Kowalchuk, 
Alexander Kowalchuk, 1946. 
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Mike married Lena Kruk. They had six 
children: Steve, Nick, Ann, Helen, Nellie and 
Jeanette. Mary married John Repula. They had 
three children: Mike, Ann and Nellie. David married 
Violet. They had two boys, George and Bill. 
Alexandra married Mike Adamchuk. They had two 
children, Steve and Dallas. Anne married Steve 
Adamchuck. They had three children: Gladys, Joan 
and Edward. Nellie married Tom Yisowich. They 
had three children: Tom, Betty and Judy. Chrissy 
married Jim Anderson. They had two girls, Sharon 
and Peggy. John married Leona. Paul married 
Grace. They had three children: Janice, Betty and 
Claudia. Steve married Mary Wycreschuk. They 
had three children: Rita, Connie and Jack. 

Left to right: David, Paul, John. Front row: Alexandra 
(Adamchuk), Mary (Repula), Steve. 



Andrew Litkowich Family History 

Andrew Litkowich was born in Narot Poland. 
He and his wife Kathleen (nee Wolanczyk) came to 
Canada from N arot Poland in 1900. They settled in 
Selkirk. Both of them did odd jobs such as gardening 
and housekeeping. 

Alexander and Victoria Litkowich were 
married in 1911 at Selkirk and settled in Tyndall. 
Alexander worked on the railroad a few years. In 
1918 he purchased some farm land in Tyndall where 
he farmed until 1958. They then moved to 
Winnipeg. They had 12 children. 

Mike Litkowich married Ursula Markawich. 
They had two children, Robert and Carol. John 
married a girl by the name of Alice. They had three 
children: Carot Don and Susan. John and Alice live 
in Niagara Falls. Alice married Casmir Novakowski. 
They had seven children: Ernie, Emily, Eddie, 

Alexander and Victoria Litkowich, 1946. 
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Robert, Lillian, Larry and Annette. James married 
Stella Semak. They had three children: Jim, Michael 
and Jeanette. Walter is single and lives in Tyndall. 
Pete married Beverly Nedomus. They had three 
children: Sharon, Marlene and Debbie. They live in 
Brandon. Victor married Ollie Shott. They had one 
son, Kenny. Emily married Joe Bay. They had four 
children: Larry, Grace, Ellen and Barbara. Joe 
married Julie. They live in Windsor, Ontario. Rose 
married Herb Kaletzke. They have one son, Greg. 
Rose and Herb live in Winnipeg. Adeline married 
Arthur Sokolowski. They had four children: Jim, 
Ron, Don and Jo-Anne. Bernie married Sharon 
Brown. They had two children, Chris and Donna. 

Andrew passed away in 1970, three weeks 
short of his 100th birthday. Victoria passed away in 
1975. 

First row (back): Walter, John, Victor, Alice, Emily. Second 
row: Rose, Jim, Pete, Mr. Alex Litkowich, Mrs. Litkowich, 
Bernie. Third row: Joe, Grandson Ernie, Adeline. 



Janczyn Family History 

Frank and Teckla (Teenie), nee Zelinewich, 
came to Canada in 1900 from Suchowola in the 
district of Brody, Western Ukraine. They had two 
sons, Nick and Paul. They settled in Brokenhead 
(25-14-7E) with their family. Paul moved away to 
Alberta and had a family of seven children. Nick 
farmed with his parents. He took over the farm 
when his parents moved to Beausejour. Nick 
married Mary Stupak and raised six children. 

Jennie married Paul Kindefora. They had four 
children: Ethel, Joyce, Connie and Lorraine. Jessie 
married John Riley (Sheppard). Rudolph married a 
girl named Victoria. They had three children: 
Sandra, David and Ronnie. Walter married Lena 
Stefaniuk. They had two girls, Debbie and Bonnie. 
Charlie married Tillie Mazur. They had two 
children, Brydon and Floyd. Stella married Paul 
Smyrski. They had four boys: John, Gary, Kenneth 
and Raymond. 

Rudolph, Walter, Charlie & Stella Janczyn. 
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Nick and Mary Janczyn with daughter Stella. 

Jessie Janczyn, Joe Ilchena, Jennie Kindefora, Rudolph and 
Walter. 



Schoenberger Family History 

Christian (Chris) Schoenberger was born in 
Tutjaknova, Russia on November 2,1899 to Jacob 
and Elizabeth Schoenberger. He had three brothers 
and two sisters. Only one brother, Robert, is still 
living. He is in a nursing home in Chilliwack, B.C. 

The Jacob Schoenberger family left Russia just 
after World War I in 1919 and went to Westpraisn, 
Germany. From there they moved to Frankfurt, 
Germany where they bought a farm and started 
farming. While living there, Chris met Anna 
Schultz, eldest daughter of Otto and Anna Schultz. 
She had two brothers and one sister. On October 9, 
1927 they were married. They rented a home in 
Rienbach, a half hour's drive from Frankfurt. A son, 
Hans, was born to them on June 15, 1928. 

Chris and Anna decided to come to Canada and 
on May 15, 1929 they arrived in Halifax, Nova 
Scotia aboard the ship "York". From there they 
travelled by train to Manitoba, stopping off at 
Lydiatt. Mr. Schoenberger's brother-in-law, Daniel 
Reinhardt, met them at the station and took them to 
his home. Chris, Anna and Hans lived there for a 
year. 

Chris started working for the different 
farmers in the Lydiatt district. He rented i1 house 
from Fred Smith and lived in it for three years. 
Having enough money, he bought an 80 acre farm 
from Harry Smith and built a house on it. The family 
lived on that farm for 16 years. During the winter, 
Mr. Schoenberger would work in the bush in 
the Julius area. He also worked out as a carpenter's 
helper. He assisted in the building of the St. Mary's 
Church in Beausejour and the St. John's Lutheran 
Church in Lydiatt, of which they are members. 
They sold this farm in 1943 to Mr. Schoenberger's 
nephew, Fred Reinhardt, and Chris and Anna 
purchased another farm in the south St. Ouens 
school district from Mr. Henry Schroeder. Here the 
Schoenbergers continue to reside. On October 9, 
1977 they celebrated their 50th wedding anniver
sary or" open house" with all their children. 

Chris and Anna Schoenberger were blessed 
with five children: Hans, Ernest, Werner (Verne), 
Helga and Lily. 

Hans married Kathleen (Pat - nee Newman). 
They have five children: Serle, Heidi, twins Owen 
and Opal, and Kyle. Serle married Julie. They have 
one daughter, Sorrel, and reside in Folkland, B.C. 
Heidi attends Simon Fraser University. Kyle lives at 
home. 

Ernest and his wife Evelyn (nee German) live 
on a farm just across the road from his folk's place. 
They have six children: Lori, Gary, Connie, Iris, 
Stewart and Shelley. Lori married Leonard 

935 

Schweedic and they have one son, Julian. Connie 
married Patrick Mazur and they have two sons, 
Kevin and Trevor. All the children reside near or at 
home. 

Verne and wife Eva (nee Wiedenmon) also 
reside on the family farm. They have three children: 
Debra, Ken and Stewart, and adopted daughter, 
Nicolle, who all live at home. 

Helga married Gerry Humeston. She lives on 
the home place and has three children: Crystal, 
Patrick and Daniel, all at home. 

Lily is married to Lawrence Wright and they 
reside in Winnipeg. They have four children: Chris, 
twins Sandra and Sharon, and Alexander, all at 
home. 

Chris and Anna. 

Mr. Schoenberger passed away on April 27, 
1979 at the age of 79. He was buried in the Lydiatt 
Cemetery. 

Today, Anna Schoenberger at the age of 76, is a 
very active person. She babysits and loves 
gardening and flowers. She does a great deal of 
handwork, including knitting, embroidering, cro
cheting and quilting. 

With most of her family living near by, Anna 
continues to enjoy her role as mother, grandmother 
and great grandmother to the fullest. God bless her. 

By: Nancy Zielke. 



PaseshnikFamily History 

In 1900, prior to the mobilization of the army, 
Fred Paseshnik decided to take his five children: 
John, Paul, Annie, Mary and T eenie, to Canada. His 
wife had died earlier. They came to Quebec from 
Nowchanika, Skalat, by ship. From there they came 
by train to Beausejour. They were met by John 
Kyrylo. They loaded all their belongings onto the 
team and walked alongside of the team. It was hard 
pulling for the team as there were no roads, just 
swamp. 

John Kyrylo brought them to the Brokenhead 
area where John and his father, Fred, bought some 
land and built a shack. They lived in it with their 
family. In 1902 John married Katherine Kutcy. 

John and Katherine built themselves a log 
home and later put a siding on it. There was plenty 
of wood to keep the house warm. They cleared the 
land little by little, and in the summer John 
Paseshnik, along with other men, went out to 
harvest for the people that needed help. They were 
paid $2.00 per day with a team. What John made was 
to keep them over the winter. John later started to 
keep bees. He also served the priest at the 
Brokenhead Church and helped build it as a 
volunteer. 

He had served two years in the army before 
coming to Canada. 

John and his dad built themselves a barn. They 
also built a granary, which still stands at the home 
where they lived. John and Katherine had six 
children: Mary, Pete, Nellie, Steve, Paul and Mike. 
John died at the age of 69 on October 21, 1944. He 
left the farm to his son Steve. In 1949 Katherine died 
at the age of 69. 

Mary married Fred Joba. Pete married Julia 
Wenta. Nellie married Mike Repula. Steve married 

Rose Molinski. Paul married Olga Lashek. Mike 
married Mary Machlowski. 

Steve married Rose Molinski on October 9, 
1938. Steve and Rose had five children. Steve was a 
carpenter and farmer. He served as Secretary for 
the Farmer's Union in the Brokenhead area, and he 
also served as Secretary and Director for the 
Beausejour Co-op. He also was on the Brokenhead 
School Board. Steve retired at the age of 65 and gave 
the farm to his two sons, Raymond and Kenny. 
Steve was the third generation on the farm and his 
wish was that his sons continue; which will be 
the fourth generation. StevediedonJanuary4,1981 
at the age of 70. 

Paseshnik Family. 

Nellie Paseshnik, Teenie Kindefora, Mary Paseshnik, Bill Krawchuk,Iohn Zabaluk, Bill Collins, John 
Paseshnik, Rose, Katherine Paseshnik. 
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Felske Family History 

Daniel Felske was born on September I, 1870 
in Poland. He married Paulina Yokum. Paulina was 
born on November 19, 1872 in Poland. After they 
were married they immigrated from Poland to 
Portland, Oregon, and then to Manitoba. They 
homesteaded on a farm in Green Bay. They had 10 
children: Hilda, Ida, Lena, Herman, Bertha, Annie, 
Elsie, Henry, Tillie and Willie. 

Hilda passed away years ago. Ida Boss lived in 
Iowa and passed away a few years ago. Lena Singbeil 
lives in Winnipeg. Herman lives in Winnipeg. 
Bertha Boss lives in Dryden, Ontario. Annie Rattai 
lives in St. Ouens. Elsie passed away. Henry lives in 
Dryden, Ontario. Tillie Bronson Wiens lives in 
British Columbia. Willie passed away some years 
ago. 

None of you knew how hard our parents 
worked to build a home! The old running well is the 
only thing left of our dad's and mother's labour. 
Before we had the well we hauled water with barrels 
on the wagon. We drove cattle once a day to the 
river, down to where the Witzkes and Rattais lived; 
tha t is when the shallow well would go dry and there 
weren't any mud holes for cattle to drink from. 

Back row: Ida and Hilda. Middle row: Pauline (mother), Lena, 
Daniel (father). Front row: Bertha, Herman and Ernestine. 
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In digging that good flowing well, our dad had 
to use a pick on the last 15 feet of rock and hard pan. I 
remember the last day we worked at it. Dad was 
down in the well; mother, Hilda and me (Ida) were 
up top using the thing called the "windless" roller 
with a rope and a bucket tied to the rope. We would 
haul it up, dump the earth, and let it down again. 
Dad found a big rock which didn't stop him. He tied a 
rope around it so that it could be pulled up. After 
loosening the rock, Dad was able to reach in to the 
hole. As it got too dark, he decided to wait till 
morning. When they went out to check the well, the 
water was about half way up the well which was 
about 35 feet deep. They were able to get a floor in 
about eight or 10 feet from the top just in case 
anything fell in. The water kept coming up and 
running all over the yard, and we got frightened 
that we might drown. We got busy and dug a trench 
to the road where there was a ditch. It continued to 
run until the 1970's. In the winter the water froze in 
a big hump and was used as a slide. That was how we 
had our fun. The pick, bar and shovel still remain in 
the well to this day! 

Daniel and Paulina Felske's son, Henry, was 
born on February I, 1908 near Beausejour, 
Manitoba. Henry went to Iowa to visit his sister, Ida 
Boss, when he was 17. While there he met his wife, 
Ma tie Christensen. Matie was born on February 25, 
1914 in Missouri Valley, Iowa, to Chris and Minnie 
(nee Stokes) Christensen. Chris was born on 
August 10, 1892 in Magnolia, Iowa. He was a 
railroad worker. Minnie was born on May 3, 1892 in 
Park Rapid, Minnesota. She was a housewife. 

Herman, Lena (Singbeil), Ida (Boss), Bill, Ernestine (Rattai), 
Matilda (Veins), Bertha (Boss), & Henry. 



Matie's parents were neighbours to Henry's 
sister Ida. They were married in 1928 and moved to 
Canada in 1933. They came to Lydiatt, Manitoba. 
When Henry and Matie crossed into Canada they 
put their hands on the Bible to swear that they 
would not ask for any government help for one 
year. We can thank our nice neighbours and friends 
for much help through our first year here. We were 
blessed with four children: Donald, Robert, 
Marjorie (Mrs. Stanley Thomson) andJudieth (Mrs. 
Victor Wice). In 1945 we bought a farm in Dryden, 
Ontario and moved there. Our children live in and 
around Dryden. We have 12 grandchildren and 10 
grea t grandchildren. We are both retired and live in 
Dryden. 

Back row: Judieth, Robert, Donald, Marjorie. Front row: 
Henry and Mattie. 50th anniversary. 

Alfred Hemminger Family History 

My grandfather Gottlieb Hemminger and 
my grandmother came to Canada in 1898 from 
Solompka, Russia. Their first home was in Gretna 
where they lived for two years. In 1900 they moved 
to Thalberg where they obtained a homestead. My 
parents Gottlieb and Alvina Hemminger came to 
Canada in 1900 two years later, as my father had to 
complete his four years of military service in the 
Russian Army. My father was born in 1873 and my 
mother in 1880. They were married in 1898. 

Upon arrival in Canada my parents lived two 
years with my grandparents. They then purchased 
a 160 acre farm and made their home there. There 
were 14 children born to them; six are still living. 
The other eight died, most of them in infancy. 
Those living are: Martha O'Brien of California; 
Freda Herman of British Columbia; Helen Jeler also 
of British Columbia; Pauline Dow of Windsor, 
Ontario; Roy of Winnipeg; and I, Alfred, of 
Beausejour. 

There being no future on the farm for me, I 
purchased a house in Beausejour in 1947 and moved 
into town in 1950. My parents moved to Beausejour 
in 1951 and made their home with me. My father 
died in 1952 and mother died in 1956. 
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I met my wife Rose in 1944 and we were 
married in 1946. She is the daughter of Casimir and 
Caroline Machorek of Beausejour. We have five 
sons. The eldest is Jerry who is married and lives in 
Ottawa, Ontario. His wife is the former Judy Buss 
of Sperling, Manitoba. They have two daughters, 
Dee Dee and Carleigh, our only grandchildren. 
Gordon is married to Chris teen Marek. Donald is 
married to Sandy Rodzinski of Garson. The other 
two sons are Thomas and Brian. Brian is at home 
living with us. 

I was employed for several years at the .. 
Beausejour and Howland Hotels in Beausejour. 
When the Atomic Energy Research Centre was 
established in Pinawa, I got employment there, 
where I am presently employed. I have been a 
member of the Beausejour Town Council since 
1977, and have started my second term. 

My wife and I appreciate the advantage of 
living in a small community, especially Beausejour. 
We enjoy living here and expect to stay. 

By: Alfred Hemminger. 



Mazur Family History 

Frank Mazur (1872-1950) and Sadie Holigro
ski (1876-1950) were born in a small village of 
Suchowola, near Brody in the Ukraine. Sadie was one 
year old when her mother passed away. She was the 
youngest in her family. She was brought up by a 
step mother. Her father William, being fairly 
wealthy, gave her a substantial dowry when she 
married Frank Mazur. Some of this dowry was land. 

People were very crowded in their community. 
Many families lived on less than an acre of land. 
When they read posters advertising land in Canada 
with stands of timber on it, they were very 
impressed. In their area if a person owned land with 
a lot of trees on it he was considered well off. 

Sadie sold her land and some expensive jewelry 
her father had given to her. One interesting item 
was a "Dukach" - a gold locket. She was told that 
jewelry like this was not worn in Canada so 
therefore she wouldn't need it. At that time it was 
valued at 50 dollars. 

In 1904, along with other families from their 
village, Frank and Sadie left for Canada. With them 
came their daughter, Mary, four years old, and 
infant son, Stanley. Also John and Marie Klym, 
Frank's parents and Frank's brothers, Casmir and 
John. They came to Halifax by ship and by train the 
rest of the way. They came to stay with Andrew and 
Tekla Zdrill, Frank's sister. Andrew and his family 
had come earlier. 

They had written to Andrew Zdrill and he 
suggested that Frank bring grinding stones 
(zhorna) for making flour. These were quite costly 
to bring because they were so heavy. They also 
brought a huge trunk (skrynia) with all their good 
clothes, linens and homespun bedspreads. 

Left to right: Jessie, Ann, Margaret, Stanley, Mike, Peter, 
Frank and Albert. 
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While Frank went out to work, Sadie went to 
stay with her sister, Nellie Kruk, for a while. Within 
a year Frank had purchased 25-14-7, 80 acres 
adjoining Andrew Zdrill's property. Frank also 
purchased a team of horses with money Sadie had 
left. Frank cleared the land and had a log house built. 

During the digging of a shallow 
cellar under the house, Frank came 
across bones and hair. Perhaps this 
was an Indian burial ground; it is not 
known for certain. As a result of this, 
after the house was built, Sadie and 
Maria would hear noises during the 
night. Also if they left little piglets in a 
tall box for the night, by morning the 
piglets would all be out. As long as the 
house stood and after it was aban
doned, it was known as the "haunted" 
house. 

Left to right: Sadie, Eva & Frank Mazur. 
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John was not well when he left the Ukraine. 
When he arrived in Brokenhead, hewas to purchase 
some land from Mr. Staska. He passed away in 1906, 
leaving Maria to live with Frank and Sadie. Maria 
lived to the age of 92 and passed away in 1937. 

Not every farmer owned a threshing machine. 
Those tha t did not, piled their stooks in long stacks 
and waited their turn for the men and threshing 
machine to come to their farm. People worked 
together a lot and shared with others whatever was 
needed. In the following years, the men would go 
harvesting with a team of horses and wagon to 
southern Manitoba where there were larger farms. 
They would be away for a month at a time, 
depending on the weather. The wife would then be 
responsible for looking after the livestock and 
sending children to school. The children walked to 
school where the present Brokenhead School now 
stands. 

In 1925 Frank purchased NE 26-14-7E, 160 
acres of Hudson's Bay land, one and a half miles west 
of their original property. The family moved in 
1928. The reason for the move was that the 80 acres 
was under cultivation, not leaving enough pasture 
for the cattle. Also there wasn't enough firewood 
left. Another log house was built with the help of 
neighbours. There were now five children left, the 
others having gone out to work, most of them to 
Winnipeg. 

Domestic meat was not eaten very often. 
Frank owned a shotgun and would go out hunting 
for rabbits and wild chickens. This was a favourite 
hobby of his. 

Frank learned to read in Polish and in 
Ukrainian, because the Ukraine was under Polish 
rule, and they had to learn both languages. He read a 
lot of newspapers and books. 

Sadie never went to school. Sadie's father paid 
a sum of money so that Sadie would be kept at home 
helping her stepmother prepare large meals for the 
working men. Something she mentioned often was 
the large amounts of potatoes and beets she had to 
peel for borscht. 

Therefore, cooking meals was not something 
Sadie had to learn when she had her own family. 
Looking after a large family was not very easy. 
Tending a large garden and housekeeping was all 
Sadie could manage, as she was a frail person and 
not well for many years. 

Frank and the family attended the Peter and 
Paul Roman Catholic Church in Ladywood every 
Sunday. In his later years when Sadie was not able 
to, Frank walked himself the 10 miles every Sunday, 
missing only if the weather was bad. 

Holidays were always special times for the 
family. Sadie would prepare all the traditional 
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Ukrainian and Polish dishes for Easter, Christmas 
and traditional holidays. 

One of Frank's special books at Christmas was 
a Polish song book "Contitchka" that everyone 
loved to sing from. 

The biggest treat for the children, of course, 
was candy and apples. 

After all the children were gone and married, 
Frank and Sadie enjoyed making rugs. Sadie used 
worn out clothing given to her by the family and 
braided colourful rugs. Frank would sew the braids 
with strong thread in oval or round shapes. These 
were found throughout the house. Also every 
member of the family had them. 

When Frank retired from farming his son, 
Stanley, took it over. Peter purchased, and still 
farms, SW 26-14-7E. Daughter, Jessie, resides on 
NE 26-14-7E. The other children moved away from 
Brokenhead. 

Frank's brothers, Casmir and John, also settled 
in the Brokenhead area, married and raised their 
families. 

Frank and Sadie had 10 children. Mary, the 
eldest, died when she was 17 years old in 1918. 

Stanley married Annie Roman. They have 
three children: Ethel, Kenneth and Alex. 

Mike married Chris Woloshyn. They had two 
children: Jim and Douglas. Mike died in 1978 and 
Chris still resides in Winnipeg. 

Margaret married John Wiess. They had three 
children: Betty, Jean and Connie. John passed away. 
Margaret remarried to Ken Kuzek. They reside in 
Winnipeg. 

Edna married Tom Macurak. They had one 
daughter, Mildred. Edna died in 1942 and Tom has 
also passed away. 

Annie married Edward Wyatt. They lived in 
Minaki, Ontario. They had three children: Marg
orie, Jim and Beverley. Edward passed away in 1979. 
Annie now resides in Winnipeg. 

Peter married Sadie Bahry. They have five 
boys: Lloyd, Gary, Ronald, Rick and Ned. Peter and 
Sadie farm in Brokenhead. 

Frank married Mary Zaharychuk. They had 
two children, Bill and Barbara. Frank passed away 
and Mary resides in Winnipeg. 

Jessie married Mike Bosak. They have five 
children: Connie, Beatrice, Judy, Shirley and 
Ronald. Jessie and Mike reside in Brokenhead. 

The youngest child, Albert, married Ann 
Kasprick. They have one son, Brian, and reside in 
Hamilton, Ontario. 

By: Jessie Bosak 
and Connie Krawchuk. 



Waclav Nejedly Family History 

Waclav Nejedly, his wife Rosalie, and Rosalie's 
father, Joseph Kunesh emigrated to Canada in 1900 
from Austria. They settled in the Ladywood 
District. Their children are: Rosie, who married 
Mathew Pfiefer; Joe, who married Mary McKee; 
John who married Annie Yachew; Barbara who 
married Frank Shaflik; Annie who married Frank 

Kubesh; Mary who married Jack Schreyer; Adolph 
who married Katie Harasym; Frank who married 
Ann Homeniuk; Margaret who married William 
Zolendek; Nellie who married Eugene Rayter; 
Elizabeth who married Fred Haines; and Rudolph. 

Waclav passed away in 1942. Rosalie passed 
away in 1933. 

Left to right, back row: Barbara, John, Annie. Second row: Mother Rosalie, Nellie, Father Waclav, Margaret, Rosie, Mary. Front row: 
Adolph, Frank. . 
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Larry andAnne Stebbe Family History 

Larry, the son of Gustave Stebbe and Olga 
Lentz, was born in Beausejour in 1923. He attended 
school in Beausejour and at the outbreak of the War 
in 1939 he enlisted with the Winnipeg Grenadiers. 
He served in the West Indies and in the Battle of 
Hong Kong where he was taken prisoner of war by 
the Japanese on Christmas Day in 1941. He 
returned to Canada in 1945 and in 1946 joined his 
brother Richard in Stebbe's Machine Shop. Larry 
and Anne, daughter of Peter Lewko and Angela 
Siekierski, were married in Winnipeg in 1947. They 
settled in Beausejour in the Stebbe family home 
which was located on Park Avenue and Fourth 
Street. In 1950, on this same property, Larry and 
Anne opened and operated "Larry's Snack Stand" 
until 1969, when it was sold toLen Wilke.lnaddition 
to the snack stand, Larry and Anne owned and 
operated, from 1958 to 1970, a family shoe store. 
The shoe store was built on the same site as the 
family home (Park and Fourth). In 1964 they built 
and moved into their new home at 627 Ashton 
Avenue. 

Larry and Anne have four children. 
Colleen was born in 1949. She completed her 

high school education in Beausejour and later 
attended Red River Community College in the 
Teacher Business Education Program. She is 
currently living in Calgary, and is Sales and 
Marketing Administrator for Norex Homes. 

Wayne was born in 1950. After completing 
high school in Beausejour, he attended the 
University of Manitoba in the Faculty of Arts. He is 
married to Terry, the daughter of Ralph and Lillian 
Kubesh of Ladywood, Manitoba. They have a 
daughter, Llana, who was born in 1977. Wayne and 
his family presently reside in Winnipeg where 
Wayne is a Commodities Broker with Merril Lynch 
Royal Securities Limited. 

Janet was born in 1956. She completed high 
school at Grant Park Collegiate in Winnipeg. She 
graduated in Interior Design from Mount Royal 
College in Calgary. She is married to Rich, son of 
Walter and Ellen Ash of Winnipeg. They reside in 
Regina where Janet is employed as Interior 
Designer with Saskatchewan Telephones. 
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Patti was born in 1962. She completed her 
elementary education in Winnipeg and is a gradua te 
of Kelvin High School. Patti lives in Calgary and is 
employed as Secretary with PCL Construction 
Limited. 

During the years that Larry, Anne and family 
resided in Beausejour, they were active members of 
Zion Lutheran Church, where Larry served with 
the church council for several years. The family 
enjoyed an active participation in the business and i 

community organizations. They left Beausejour in 
1971 to live in Winnipeg where Larry is currently 
the Quotation Manager for Luke's Machinery Ltd. 

Opening of Larry's Shoe Store in March of 1958 
Left to right, back row: Anne Stebbe, daughter Janet, Larry 
Stebbe. Front row: daughter Colleen, son Wayne. 

Larry and Anne Stebbe & family. Back row, left to right: 
Wayne, Janet, Larry. Front row, left to right: Colleen, Patti, 
Ann. 



Karpetz Family History 

Vladimir Paul Karpetz was born to Ukrainian 
parents in Lesniv, Galicia, a province of Austria
Hungary, during the last half of the 19th century. 
His future wife, Josephine Franchuk, was also born 
in Lesniv. 

During the 1890's the Liberal Minister of the 
Interior, Sir Clifford Sifton, encouraged the 
immigration of Ukrainians and other Eastern 
Europeans to Canada. Many of·these immigrants 
however, were virtually illiterate in Ukrainian as 
well as English, and the Canadian authorities began 
to recruit well-educated Ukrainians for the purpose 
of training them as teachers for the Ukrainian 
Canadian settlements. Vladimir Paul Karpetz was 
one of these Ukrainian "teacher recruits". 

Vladimir Paul Karpetz obtained his high school 
education in Lviv, in the Galician Ukraine. Not very 
many Ukrainians were allowed to attend high 
school in the Austrian controlled Ukraine, and 
Vladimir Paul was one of the fortunate few. His 
family must have been relatively prosperous, 
because he also managed to obtain violin lessons in 
Vienna, Austria. 

After Vladimir Paul Karpetz was orphaned, he 
went to live with his sister Mary, who eventually 
immigrated to Winnipeg, Manitoba, with her 
husband. Vladimir Paul followed his sister and 
brother-in-law to Winnipeg. While in Winnipeg, he 
was recruited into the "Ruthenian Training School" 
and became a teacher. 

Three teachers from the Ruthenian Training 
School were sent to the Ladywood area, including 
Mr.W.Kolodzinsky, Mr.W.Czumer, and Vladimir 
Paul Karpetz. They became life-long friends, even 
though the first two later left the Ladywood area. 
Vladimir taught at Rattray, Green Oak, Cromwell 
and Sandhill, and eventually settled at Ladywood, 
about nine miles north of Beausejour on Highway 
12. 

Ladywood was a lively village during the first 
half of the 20th century. It was situated in the heart 
of some of the richest black earth in Canada. A new 
highway, built in 1929, connected Ladywood with 
Beausejour on the Trans-Canada Highway in the 
south, and with Grand Beach on Lake Winnipeg in 
the north. In the area around Beausejour were a 
number of bustling communities including Crom
well, Ladywood, Thalberg, Stead, Green Bay, 
Green Oak, Rattray, Sandhill and White Poplar 
Small villages and the services they provided were 
very important in the pre-automobile era. 

The Karpetz and other families literally lived 
off the land during their early years in the 
Ladywood area. Annual expeditions for cran
berries, pincherries, wild plums, chokecherries, 

943 

wild strawberries and saskatoons provided pre
serves for the long winter months. The cultivated 
land produced up to 60 bushels of wheat per acre, 
and vegetables frequently took prizes at the 
Beausejour Fair. 

The first settlers in the Ladywood area were 
mainly Anglo-Saxons and they named their village 
and school "Ladywood", after a place in England. 
However, most of the Anglo-Saxons were not 
suited for farming and they sold their farms to the 
new immigrants from Europe, most of whom were 
Ukrainians, Poles, Czechoslovakians and Germans 
from Galicia in the Austrian controlled Ukraine. 
Most of the Eastern Europeans spoke Ukrainian, 
Polish and German, as well as a heavily-accented 
version of English. 

At first there were no churches in the area. 
Visiting Ukrainian and Roman Catholic priests held 
services in the homes of the settlers. For example, 
Governor-General Ed Schreyer's father, John 
Schreyer, was baptized in the home of Mr.T. 
Wyrzykowski, about 1 liz miles north of Ladywood. 
Many other baptisms, funerals and masses were 
performed under similar circumstances for the 
largely Catholic Slavs and Germans. 

The early settlers suffered many hardships. 
They had to work very hard and under primitive 
conditions, without electricity, running water, 
telephones, automobiles or modern conveniences. 
The road to the town of Beausejour, 10 or 15 miles 
away, was swampy and reinforced by lengths of 
cordwood. Fathers and mothers frequently had to 
carry heavy sacks of flour on their backs for many 
miles. In the winter most men cut cordwood to 
obtain cash or bartering power, and these "cords" 
were hauled to Beausejour by horse-drawn sleighs. 
Two of the Karpetz children, Mary and Eddie,later 
recalled that they frequently hitched their sleds to 
these sleighs to obtain free rides. 

On May 11, 1911, Vladimir Paul Karpetz 
married Josephine Franchuk. The couple moved to 
Ladywood and set up residence in an old two storey 
building. Mr.Karpetz taught school at first, but 
eventually bought some land and began to operate a 
general store. Vladimir Paul's cousin, Emil Karpetz, 
was a section foremen on the railway at Milner, and 
he became a part owner of the store; that is, he 
became a "silent partner". 

The Karpetz general store gradually expanded 
its operation. The Ladywood Post Office was 
located on its premises. Mr.Karpetz converted the 
upper floor into a dance hall with a stage and 
adjoining dressing rooms, as well as a confectionery. 
Music was provided by the Hladun boys: John, Paul, 
and Mike, with Eugene Rayter on the accordian. 



Mr. and Mrs. Karpetz 

The Karpetz Hall was also used to show silent 
movies during the 1920's. As a young girl, Mary 
Karpetz Kucin remembers watching - with her 
door ajar - the festivities that took place as young 
people from the whole area came to attend dances 
and other events. 

Business in the Karpetz store was brisk, but 
cash was scarce, and particularly during the 
Depression of the 1930's. Farmers bartered in 
blueberries, eggs and butter. Mary Karpetz Kucin 
later related that she had " ... nostalgic memories 
when during the night we would find in our yard -
wagons loaded with blueberries and their oxen with 
their drivers asleep, awaiting store-opening 
time ... The next day was a busy one for father. He 
would weigh and basket the berries with my 
brothers' help, while I candled the eggs. Meanwhile 
our spirited horse, Tom, waited to take the produce 
to markets in Beausejour or 35 miles to Winnipeg. 
When the Model T Ford arrived it simplified 
matters". 

Mary also remembers the years of W.W.I 
(1914-18), when a large army tent camp was pitched 
near Ladywood. "As a young child ... I remember 
watching from the front of our store, during 1917-
18, when military columns on horse back passed our 
place to a city of white tents behind Henry Gabel's 
store. Conscription was in full swing and soldiers 
were sorely needed." 

A total of eight stores serviced the Ladywood 
community during its peak of economic activity. In 
those days, prior to the Second World War (1939-
1945), few people owned automobiles, roads were 
very poor, and rural residents throughout eastern 
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Manitoba depended on local schools, stores and 
other community facilities. Beausejour and Winni
peg were too far away. Other stores at Ladywood 
during the pioneer period belonged to Henry Gabel, 
Charles Staska, John Weselak, and the Kunder
mans. Joe Struss opened a store at Green Oak. 
There were also three community halls and two 
churches. 

The Ladywood School burned in 1933, but a 
new one was built. It now stands empty. Mary 
Karpetz Kucin remembers " ... the Christmas 
concerts we attended the week before Christmas 
from school to school. While teaching near home, I 
conducted choirs in both the Ukrainian and Polish 
churches. During the Christmas season I played 
Santa in the neighbourhood. Our choir members 
and I went caroling, singing in the language of each 
home ... Ukrainian, Polish, German or Czech. When 
we were children we played Ukrainian Easter games 
around our church." 

Vladimir Paul Karpetz and his wife Josephine 
had four children: Eugene, Mary, Edward and Paul. 

Left to right: Paul, Eddie, Mr. and Mrs. Karpetz, Mary (Kucin) 
and Eugene. 

Eugene took engineering at the University of 
Manitoba, and became an excellent motor 
mechanic. He is now retired in Winnipeg. 

Mary became a teacher and taughtin schools in 
the Ladywood area, in Garson, Winnipeg and 
California. She obtained a B.Ed. degree and married 
Nicholas Kucin, a Ukrainian teacher from the 
Carpathian Ukraine. They eventually moved to 
North Vancouver, B.c. Mary also worked as an 
interpreter for the Federal Government from 1948 
to 1955. 

Edward became a medical doctor. While 
practicing in Saskatchewan he met and married the 
matron of a hospital, Margaret O'Handley. As 
Major Edward Karpetz, he served as the medical 



officer for the 2nd Battalion of the Princess 
Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry in the Korean 
War during 1950-51. Edward Karpetz died in 1972 
at the age of 57. He had two daughters, Diane and 
Linda, both of whom became nurses. His son, 
Edward, obtained a B.Sc. degree and became a pilot 
in the Canadian Forces. Edward Jr. met and married 
a Canadian Forces pharmacist, Heather Logan, 
while stationed in Germany, and he is planning to 
become a dentist after he returns to Canada. 

Paul was the youngest child of Vladimir Paul 
and Josephine Karpetz. He served in the Canadian 
Army during W.W.II, and later began work in the 
Winnipeg Post Office. All the Karpetz children were 
musically talented, including Paul, who played 
music in the Ladywood area. Paul married Margaret 
Staska from Ladywood, and they have a daughter, 
Sandra Doyle. Sandra obtained a B.Ed. degree and 
became the "third generation Karpetz family 
teacher" in Canada. Mr. and Mrs. C. Doyle have a 
son, Kenneth. 

The Karpetz family made a major contribution 

to life in the Beausejour-Brokenhead-Ladywood 
area. They were hard-working, energetic, talented 
and dedicated pioneers of Ukrainian origin who 
took full advantage of the opportunities that were 
offered to them in Canada. As noted by Mary Kucin, 
" ... our parents contributed immensely to commu
nity life in and around Ladywood for over 50 years ... 
we are proud to be included in the 'History of the 
Beausejour-Brokenhead, Garson and Tyndall Area 
of Manitoba in the book 'THEY STOPPED AT A 
GOOD PLACE'." 

By: Michael Czuboka from information 
provided by Mary Kucin, Eugene and 

Paul Karpetz. 

Editor's Note: 
The Editor served with 2 P.P. CL.1. in the Korean War during 
1950-51. Major E. Karpetz was his medical officer. 

- M.P. Czuboka - Editor 

Ilchyshyn Family History 

Bernard and Sophie Ilchyshyn and their 
children, Stella and Casmir, came to Canada from 
Narol, Poland on June 6, 1959 on a ship called the 
Batory. 

They came to Brokenhead and stayed five 
years with Sophie's parents, William and Mary 
Dubrowski. During this time they had another son, 
Ted. 

Both Bernard and Sophie worked at Western 
Peat Moss. Bernard then purchased the farm owned 
by Dave Kowalchuk (NE 1-15-7E), and is presently 
residing there. 

Casmir, Sophie, Bernard, Stella and Teddy. 
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Fiebelkorn Family History 

Johann Fiebelkorn was born on August 16, 
1858 in Russia. It was here that he married Matilda 
Schindel. She was born on February 6,1868, also in 
Russia. They came to Canada in 1900 and settled in 
the "Friedensfeld" or Steinbach area. Here they 
homesteaded and raised their family. They had 
eight children: Gottlieb, Adolf, Wilhelm, Lydia, 
Regina, Matilda, Helena and Reinhold. 

Their oldest son Gottlieb was born on June 24, 
1888 in the Province of Volyhnia in Russia. He came 
to Canada in 1900 with his parents. During his trips 
to Winnipeg on farm business, he met Rosina Peter. 
They were married in the St. Paul's Lutheran 
Church in Winnipeg on November 6,1910. 

Rosina's parents, Julius and Anne (Kraus), 
were both born in the old country. They came to 
Canada in 1896 and settled in southeastern 
Manitoba. They raised a family of nine: Lydia, Flora, 
Alvina, Samuel, Rosina, Charlie, Molly, Theodore 
and Hulda. 

Gottlieb and Rosina bought a farm in 
Steinbach, cleared the land and built a house. They 
raised a family of 13: Ferdinand, Edward, Wilhelm, 
Lillian, Ada, Adolf, Matilda, Charles, Ludwick, 
Rosaline, Arthur, Evelyn and Florentine. 

After they had cleared the land, they found it to 
be very stony. They tried to make a living off the 
land, but couldn't. They sold their farm in Steinbach 
in 1935. They then moved to Brokenhead and 
bought land. Here they found the land to be much 
better for farming. 

Ferdinand married Lydia Freund from Stein
bach. They raised a family of 11 children. Edward 
died in infancy. Wilhelm married Christine 
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Borkowsky. They lived in Steinbach, and raised a 
family of seven. Lillian also died as a child. Ada 
married Adolf Wonnick of Winkler. They had three 
children. Adolf married Natalie Patzer of Thalberg. 
They raised a family of three. Matilda married 
Herman Schilke. They had five children. Lydia 
married Johann Borkowsky. They raised a family of 
five. Charles married Gwendolyn Schmidtke. They 
have two daughters. Ludwick married Alma 
Kowalke. They have two children. Rosaline died in 
infancy. Arthur married Irene Kowalke, and they 
have six children. Evelyn married Henry Schindel. 
They raised a family of five. Florentine married 
Alvin Schinkel. They have three children. 

Arthur and Irene Fiebelkorn were married in 
1954. Art bought his father's farm in Brokenhead. 
While they were living on the farm, Randy, David 
and Dennis were born. They decided to sell the farm 
in 1960. During the winter Art and Irene stayed at 
Gus and Elsie Kowalke's, Irene's parents. Art 
worked in a bush camp. In 1961 they bought a farm 
in the Libauarea. It was here that Terry, Wayne and 
Donna were born. They all moved to Selkirk in 
1973, so that Art could be closer to his work at Abex 
Industries. Their eldest son Randy married Tracey 
Green in 1975. In the spring of 1976 Art and Irene 
and their children, Terry, Wayne and Donna moved 
to Westbank, B.C. Terry, after graduating, moved 
back to Manitoba and married Brian Porakyo. David 
married Brian's sister, Carol Porakyo. 

Wayne and Donna are still going to school and 
living with their parents in Port Coquitlam, B.C. 

By: Terry Porakyo. 



Scholz Family History 

Martin Scholz came to Canada from Berlin 
with his parents in 1908. His parents, Bruno and Ida 
Scholz came to Canada to set up a homestead. They 
farmed in the Sebright district. Bruno and Ida 
raised a family of six: two boys and four girls. Out of 
these six children, Martin was the only one who 
stayed and farmed in the area. Walter, Freida and 
Wanda all moved to Saskatchewan, May moved to 
Winnipeg, and Addie resides in Florida. 

Martin met and married Mary Klapprat. Mary 
was born in Bathgate, North Dakota in 1896. She 
moved to Canada with her parents when she was 
four. Her parents, Fred Klapprat and Julianna 
Worster, came from Russia. They farmed in the 
Sebright area, and raised a family of seven: Mary, 
Caroline, Dan, Ferdinand, Reinhold, John and Ed. 
Mary and Martin were married in 1919 in the Zion 
Lutheran Church in Beausejour. 

For the first two years of their marriage, 
Martin and Mary lived with Mary's parents on their 
farm. Their first child, Martin Jr., was born in 
Beausejour. Shortly after Martin Jr.'s birth they 
moved to Winnipeg. Here Martin worked at 
Western Packer's as a butcher. They stayed in 
Winnipeg for six years and then moved to. Golden 
Bay. They homesteaded there and raised a family of 
nine children. Martin was well-known in the area 
for his butchering and home-made sausages. 

Mary and Martin's oldest son, Martin Jr., 
married Eva Yurkiw. They farm in the Garson area, 
and Martin is well-known for his carpentry. Martin 
and Eva have two children, Wayne and Janet. 

Their first daughter, Margaret, married Roy 
Richardson, and they presently reside in Calgary. 
Margaret and Roy have five children: John, Marty, 
Dolores, Darrell and Susan. 

May Scholz married Joe LaFreniere. May 
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works at Pitch's and Joe is the Public Works 
Foreman for the Town of Beausejour. May and Joe 
have four children: Keith, Donna, Glenn and Laura. 
Keith is married to Jan Kaatz. Donna is married to 
Larry Lashek, and they have two sons, Kelvin and 
Derek. Laura is married to Randy Gmiterek. 

Norman is a carpenter. He married Nettie 
Romanishen and they reside in Gonor with their 
two children, Kurt and Carla. 

Mary and Martin's fifth child, Helen, died in 
1964. 

Their sixth child, Rose, married Ross Masnyk. 
They have three sons, Bob, Greg and Howard. The 
Masnyks live in Winnipeg where Ross works for 
Canada Cement and Rose works at K-Mart. 

Gordon took over the homestead when his 
parents retired to Beausejour in 1962. He also works 
with BACM. Gordon married Jean Ancel. They 
have four children: Fred, Eric, Diane and Leonard. 

Cora married Harold Ott. They have two 
children: Alice and Sandra. Alice married Allan 
Young. Cora has worked for Western Drug Mart 
for 25 years, and Harold (Spotty) works for Atomic 
Energy of Canada. 

Isabel married Gordon Buss and they had four 
children: David, Karen, Murray and Crystal. 
Gordon passed away in 1973. Isabel then moved to 
Calgary. David and .Karen moved back to 
Beausejour, where David married Noella Tessier. 

Mary and Martin retired in 1962 to 
Beausejour. In 1969 they celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary. In 1973 Martin and Mary 
moved to Lions Lodge. They remained there until 
Martin's death in 1975. Mary is now residing on the 
homestead with her youngest son Gordon, and is a 
day-care patient at East Gate Lodge. 



Cieszecki Family History 

Onefrey Cieszecki was born in 1885 in Celo 
Lechinewka, Povit Skalat in the Western Ukraine, 
being the elsest son of a farmer. He served in the 
First World War with the army delivering 
ammunition by horse drawn wagon to the Polish 
front. 

During the War, Onefrey met Katharina 
Sowiecka, who was born in 1890 in Celo T erekalci, 
which was about a mile away from where he lived. 

Onefrey and Katharina married in 1916 and 
continued to reside in Celo Lechinewka, engaging in 
farming for the nine years following the War. 

In April of 1927 Onefrey immigrated to 
Canada to begin a better life. He arrived at the 
Brokenhead area where relatives, friends and 
neighbours from the Western Ukraine had settled. 
He worked for local farmers at various jobs, one of 
which included cutting cordwood. After saving a 
few dollars, Onefrey made deposit to purchase 40 
acres of land and made arrangements for Katharina 
and the children to join him. 

At this point, Katharina sold their property in 
the Western Ukraine in order to pa y for their fare to 
Canada. In May of 1928, with only a large trunk 
containing their personal belongings, Katharina 
arrived by ship to Canada with son, John (eight year 
old), and daughters: Anne (six years old) and Mary 
(two years old). They headed for Beausejour, the 
nearest railway depot in the Brokenhead area. They 
arrived at their destination, unable to read or 
understand the English language, and much to their 
disappointment there was no one there to meet 

One frey and Katherina Cieszecki. 
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them. Katharina was at a loss as to what her next 
move would be, when a railway agent approached 
her and after examining her ticket informed her she 
had arrived several miles short of her destination. 
As the train had already departed, they had to 
continue their journey the next day. When they 
finally arrived in Beausejour, they were again 
disappointed, as Onefrey had been there to meet 
them the previous day and had no way of knowing 
of their arrival. 

While Onefrey was being located, Katharina 
and the children were taken by a local farmer to his 
farm, where they would be staying, but when they 
arrived, the farmer's wife would not let them in her 
house as her husband wasn't horne and they were 
strangers. 

So they spent the evening on the 
doorstep, waiting while wolves howled 
in the distance. Katharina, at this 
point, a stranger in a foreign land, 
with her hungry children in tears 
beside her, must have wondered why 
she had left the security of her 
homeland. When her oldest son asked 
her, "What would become of them?", 
she answered without thinking of the 
consequences, "the wolves will come 
and eat us", which only made the 
children cry louder. 

Eventually the farmer returned horne and they 
were taken in. They stayed there for several weeks 
until accomodation was found for the entire family 
in a two storey frame house. 

In the meantime, the land deal Onefrey had 
applied for fell through, so Onefrey filed a claim for 
a homestead. On June 29,1928a permit was granted 
on Section 10-15-7, which was an area two and a 
half miles west of Dencross. As the homestead was 
all bush and swamp, the family proceeded to clear 
the land and build their house. Their first house was 
built of logs with a thatched straw roof. The 
walls were made of logs held together by clay, and 
then whitewashed. The floor was made of rough 
sawn lumber, which made walking with bare feet 
very difficult. The furniture in their one room 
house was all hand made. Food consisted of every
thing grown off the land. Clothing was all 



homemade by Katharina and her daughter. At first 
the material was bought from pedlars who dressed 
like gypsies. Katharina bartered her Ukrainian 
embroidered linens which she had brought with her 
when she immigrated to Canada in order to 
purchase material. These pedlars went around the 
countryside telling fortunes. 

Onefrey and Katharina continued to clear the 
homestead in order to get more farm land. In the 
meantime the older children were off to school in 
order to receive an education to prepare them for 
their life in their new country. 

In the years to follow, Onefrey and Katharina 
increased their family by two sons. Mike was born in 
1930. Tony was born in 1933, and a daughter, 
Dorothy, was born in 1937. 

The entire family slowly began to establish 
themselves on Canadian soil. With great determin
ation and through long hours of labour they began 
to succeed. 

They farmed in the Brokenhead area for 20 
years until Onefrey's death in 1948. The eldest son, 
John, continued running the farm until he and his 
mother moved to Winnipeg in 1957, where 
Katherina resided until her death in 1969. 

The children all married. John married Helen 
Zmud. They live in Winnipeg. Ann married James 
Luchishin. They reside in Winnipeg. Mary married 
Mike Kasmerski. They reside in Beausejour. Mike 
married Steffie Plysiuk. They reside in Winnipeg. 
Tony married Mary Kuharski. They reside in 
Vancouver. Dorothy married Pete Soluk. They 
reside in Winnipeg. 

As there was a shortage of money, Mary left 
home at the age of 14 to work as a housekeeper for a 
family who ran a store in Libau. When the store was 
put up for sale, Mary was able to obtain a job as a 
housekeeper with a farm family. 

When Mary turned 16 she travelled to 
Winnipeg and managed to obtain a job as a waitress 
in a restaurant. She continued working there until 
her marriage to Mike Kasmerski in 1949. Together 
they settled on a farm in an area two and a half miles 
east of Dencross. In the early part of their marriage 
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Mike made his living cutting and hauling pulp wood 
in the bush in the winter and by mixed farming and 
hauling gravel in the summer, while Mary took care 
of the children. Joyce and Darlene helped with the 
farm work. Joyce married John Petryk. They have 
one child, Kristin, and reside in Birds Hill. Darlene 
works in Calgary. 

When Mike was able to purchase more land he 
stopped hauling cordwood and gravel and began his 
mixed farming operation in earnest. The farming 
continued through both hard times and good until 
he was able to sell his farm in 1977. At this time Mike 
and Mary moved to Beausejour where Mike retired 
and Mary continued to work at Vicki's Snack Bar. 

Back row: Joyce and Darlene. Front row: Mike and Mary. 
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Mroz Family History 

My great grandparents, Greg and Helen 
(Stupak) Mroz, were both born in Narol, Poland. 
My great grandparents lived most of their lives in or 
around Narol. They had two sons in Narol, Joe and 
Leo. Greg, however, was killed in action in World 
War I in 1914 at the age of 36. This left his wife and 
two sons, Joe and Leo, who were 12 and nine 
respectively, to manage the farm. Joe and Leo 
together farmed the land for 12 years. During this 
time Joe had served four months in the army. Leo 
never served in the army as he had a physical 
condition that made him unacceptable in the army. 

Back row: Greg Mroz. Front row: Joe, Helen, Leo. 

In 1926 my grandfather, Joe, decided to come 
to Canada. He left Leo and his mother, Helen, to 
manage the farm. Joe had come to Canada because 
he had heard that Canada was a "land of plenty". Joe 
boarded a ship .in Poland and in May of 1926 he 
arrived in Canada at the age of 24. He had no 
pro blem in coming to Canada but the trip lasted for a 
whole month. 

My grandfather, Joe, came directly to 
Brokenhead to some relatives, Stanley Stupak, Joe's 
uncle, and Karl Baumgartner, who had co-signed 
papers that made them responsible for my 
grandfather's welfare. 
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Joe found life very difficult as jobs were scarce. 
He managed to find odd jobs on farms. That 
summer he and a group of other young men went to 
Saskatchewan by train to earn some extra money. 
They worked on farms during the harvest season. 
My grandfather remained in Saskatchewan for 
about five months. During this time he earned 
$450.00. 

Joe came back to Brokenhead, where he stayed 
the winter with the Tymchuk family doing some 
carpentry and other jobs in return for room and 
board. This arrangement went on with other 
families until it was time to go back to Saskatchewan 
again. When he returned to Brokenhead, he again 
took up carpentry. 

My grandfather sent for his mother, Helen, 
and brother, Leo, in 1928. Helen stayed with her 
brother, Stanley Stupak, in Brokenhead while Joe 
and Leo went to Saskatchewan. When they came 
back they started as carpenters again. It was at this 
time that they built their first house for a Louis 
Palecek. This large two storey house still stands 
today along Highway 12, one half mile south of the 
Brokenhead School on the west side. 

In 1929 my grandfather and his brother, Leo, 
went to Tuxedo to work. In the meantime their 
mother had moved to Winnipeg so the family would 
be closer, as Tuxedo was much closer to Winnipeg 
than Brokenhead, especially when you travelled by 
horse. When winter came they all stayed in 
Winnipeg as the jobs in Tuxedo had been completed. 

At this time my grandfather, Joe, brought his 
future wife, Carrie Zanczak to Canada in December 
of 1930. This winter was a very difficult one as jobs 
were extremely scarce. Carrie was very fortunate 
and found a job working as a live-in housekeeper. 
Joe and Leo were both unemployed during the 
winter. In spring the Mrozs were fed up with the 
City so they moved back to Ladywood, where Joe 
and Leo found odd jobs to do. My grandmother, 
Carrie, remained in Winnipeg where she was 
earning $10. per month plus room and board. 

This arrangement went on for about a year 
and a half. On June 4, 1932, Joe and Carrie were 
married in a Catholic Church in Beausejour. 

My grandfather, Joe, Leo and Helen were 
living in Ladywood, so after Joe and Carrie were 
married Carrie moved in with the Mroz household. 
Joe and Carrie stayed here for five months and then 
moved to Brokenhead where they rented a house. 
Helen and Leo remained in Ladywood. During this 
time Helen married William Paziuk. They then 
moved to Cooks Creek as William was from there. 
Leo then moved in with Joe and Carrie. 

Joe and Carrie remained in their rented house 



Joe and Carrie Mroz (1st anniversary). 

for several months before buying their own farm. 
Since they had no machinery they rented the land 
out to neighbours. My grandfather and Leo worked 
out as carpenters while they rented out the land. 

My grandparents paid $1,000. for 80 acres. 
With an income of $1. per day it took them six years 
to payoff the farm. With my grandfather's $1. per 
day income and keeping farm animals, cows, pigs, 
chickens and horses, they made a living. 

Joe and Carrie had three children: Wanda, 
Richard and Stella. All the children were born on the 
farm. The house was only a one room house, but 
through the years the one room house was 
remodelled into a two storey house with three 
bedrooms, kitchen, living room, dining room, sun 
room, bathroom and basement. 

Wanda married Ed Komadowski on August 11, 
1962. They have five children: Carol, Diane, Lori, 
Cindy and Robert. The Komadowskis reside in 
Tyndall. Wanda works in the Taxation Building in 
Winnipeg and Ed works at the Atomic Energy Plant 
in Pinawa. Ed also serves as a Councillor for the 
R.M. of Brokenhead. 

Richard married Edna Shumila on October 12, 
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1963. They have two children, Donald and Sharon. 
The family resides in Brokenhead. Richard is a 
farmer and Edna is a full-time housewife and 
mother. 

Stella married Leo (Lonnie) Boyko on July 27, 
1963. They have three children: Jamie, Kurt and 
Leanne. The Boykos reside in Brandon. Lonnie is a 
salesman for Canada Packers and Stella is a full-time 
housewife and mother. 

Back row, left to right: Wanda, Stella, Richard, Ed, Lonnie. 
Middle row: Edna, Diane, Joe & Carrie Mroz, Donald, Carol, 
Sharon. Front row: Lori, Kurt, Cindy, Leanne, Jamie, Robert. 

My grandparents have since retired. They still 
live on the farm in the house they bought in 1934 
but their son, Richard, now operates the farm with 
help from his wife and children. 

Leo, my grandfather's brother, married Stella 
Kabaluk in 1939. They lived in Brokenhead until 
about 1941 before moving to Winnipeg for several 
years. In 1943 they moved to Sarnia and later that 
summer they moved to Windsor. In 1955 they 
moved to Garden City, Michigan, where all their 
children grew up. Leo and Stella have six children: 
Eugene, Donald, Joe, Virginia, Larry and Judy. 

Eugene married Sue on April 7, 1961. They 
have one son, Lee Bob, and reside in California. 
Donald married Cathy Reitz, but they have since 
been divorced. Donald resides in California. Joe 
married Janet Fairgrave on October 5,1971. They 
have one son, Brian, and reside in Michigan. 
Virginia married Bruce Bowman on August 15, 
1971. They have two sons, Doug and Rodney, and 
reside in Michigan. Larry married Janet McIntyre 
on August 5, 1979. They reside in Michigan. Judy 
married Steve Tatro on July 28, 1980 and they also 
reside in Michigan. 



Back row: Larry, Eugene, Joe. Middle row: Bruce, Virginia, 
Sue, Lee Bob, Janet, Don, Cathy. Front row: Leo & Stella Mroz, 
Judy, Doug (on Stella's lap). 

Uncle Leo and Auntie Stella still reside in 
Garden City, Michigan. 

My step great grandfather, William, died in 
1956 and my grea t grandmother, Helen, died a week 
after William. 

By: Carol Komadowski. 

Podealuk Family History 

Henry Podealuk was born in Ethelbert, 
Manitoba in 1917, the ninth child in a family of 10 
children. He is of Ukrainian origin. In 1928 when 
Henry was about 11, he and his family moved to 
Vegreville, Alberta. His parents were farmers. 

Henry attended school in Vegreville (the horne 
of the large Ukrainian Easter Egg) and played on the 
local basketball team, among other things. 

In 1940 Henry enlisted in the South Alberta 
Regiment. He served in Canada, England and 
Northwest Europe. He was commissioned in 1942 
as a Second Lieutenant. He was discharged in 1945 
as a Lieutenant. 

Henry almost became a dentist. He attended 
pre-dentistry for one year at the University of 
Alberta, but for a number of reasons, left to take 
various jobs. In 1952 he returned to Manitoba and 
became the Postmaster at Grandview. In 1967 he 
became the Postmaster at Beausejour, a position in 
which he remained until his retirement on 
November 6,1981. 

Henry married Leda Demchuk in 1945. She is 
also of Ukrainian origin. They have three children 
including: Hennie, who was born in 1948; Torn, who 
was born in 1951; and Greg, who was born in 1954. 
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Hennie Hewitt's daughter, Nadia, was their first 
grandchild. Torn recently had a son. Leda is a teacher 
at the Beausejour Elementary School. 

While in Grandview, Henry was very active in 
community affairs. At various intervals he was: a 
zone commander with the Legion; a Civil Defence 
Controller; on the Executive of the Chamber of 
Commerce; Chairman of the Boy Scouts; a Town 
Councillor; and a school trustee with the 
Inter Mountain Division. He also served on the 
executives of the Curling Club and Game and Fish 
Association. 

In Beausejour for the past 15 years, Henry has 
served on the Legion executive as an officer with 
249 Beausejour Air Cadet Squadron; as President 
of the Lions Club; and as Treasurer of the Canadian 
Power Toboggan Championships. He has also been 
involved in work with the church, Chamber of 
Commerce and Curling Club. 

A retirement dinner was held for Henry 
Podealuk on Thursday, November 12, 1981 in 
Beausejour. It was jOintly sponsored by the Post 
Office Employees and the Royal Canadian Legion. 

By: Michael Czuboka. 
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Simeon Kushnir Family History 

Simeon and Anne Kushnir arrived from 
Shyliw Zbarazh, Austria, in 1911 on the ship 
Montezuma out of Amsterdam. They arrived with 
Fred, Dmytro, Mary and Anastasia (Nellie). Their 
son, Ostop, arrived in 1913 after serving three years 
of conscriptive service in the Austrian army. 
Katherina was born in Canada. 

On arrival they stayed at the home of their 
relatives, David and Eva Bahry, until they builttheir 
own home on the northwest corner of section 35-
14-7. They bought the 160 acre homestead for ten 
dollars. 

A log cabin and furniture were built within a 
year. One feather quilt, two pillows, a home made 
bedspread and garden seeds were brought from 
Europe. Nellie, who was seven years old, 
remembers the first few winters in their new home. 
Rabbits and ruffed grouse were plentiful and were 
an important food supply in winter. Snares were 
used at first until the boys bought a shotgun for 
which they loaded their own shells. Lard for cooking 
was bought until bacon fat was available. In the 
spring piglets were bought for about fifty cents each 
and raised for food. Syrup and lard cans were very 
valued containers for milking, berry picking, water, 
gathering eggs and storing staples. The first cow 
was housed in a lean-to attached to the north side of 
the house. 

Mr. Griffin, a teacher at the 
Brokenhead School, visited one day in 
the winter of 1913 (or 1914) to 
enquire why Nellie was not at school. 
He found her with her mother 
skinning rabbits. She was not at
tending because she had no warm 
winter clothes for the two and a half 
mile walk. 

The three Kushnir boys, Ostap, Fred and 
Dmytro were popular musicians who played at 
weddings. The band instruments consisted of two 
violins and a drum. One violin and possibly both 
were brought from the Old Country. Nellie 
remembers watching the boys make a drum by 
stretching a calfskin over a frame. 
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Weddings lasted three days. On 
Saturday the bride's wreath was made 
from myrtle and ribbons by the two 
bridesmaids. Musicians played and 
there was dancing and singing by the 
young people of the neighbourhood. 
On Sunday the bride was dressed for 
church. Before leaving it was custom
ary for the family to observe leave
taking ceremonies. The parents were 
seated, a loaf of bread on the lap of 
each. The bride bowed three times to 
each, kissing the loaf and the hands of 
the parents and they gave her their 
blessings. Then she joined the bridal 
party waiting with two buggies or 
sleighs. The bride would sit with the 
two best men and the groom with the 
two bridesmaids and they proceeded 
to the church. After the ceremonies 
the bride sat with the groom and they 
proceeded to the bride's home for the 
reception. On Monday the celebra
tion continued with this portion for 
the close relatives and those who 
helped with the wedding, cooks, 
buggy drivers, those who made the 
whiskey, musicians, and those who 
helped the bride move into her new 
home. When the musicians left on 
Monday night it was the custom that 
they take the bottom crust of the 
wedding cake called "korowy". 

Nellie looked forward to her brothers bringing this 
treat. 

Nellie also attended the White Poplar school 
after it was built. In the same grade were Carrie 
Molinski, Mary Smolinski, Rosie Urbanski, Annie 
Murmylo and Steve Kozyra. At 12 she and her 
brothers went to Dandurand, Alberta where the 
boys worked at a cement plant. After returning she 
worked for a year for the Baker family on Pointe 
Road. Then she worked in the alterations 
department for the Robinson's store at Portage and 
Main in Winnipeg. She married William Mosguix:in 
1924.' 



Jock Ross Family History 

The Ross family, along with several other 
families, purchased land in Manitoba at the turn of 
the century for one dollar per acre. Most of the 
families were from Old Kildonan, north of Selkirk. 
The Ross homestead was on the boundary between 
the municipalities. 

Jock Ross was born on November 13, 1838 in 
the Orkney Islands. He married Marg Peebles of St. 
Andrews. Marg was born in 1844. Jock and Marg 
had six children. One of their children was George 
Ross, Senior. 

George Ross daughters. 

George Ross sons. 
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George Ross Senior married Elizabeth Miller. 
They lived and farmed in Cloverleaf. George and 
Elizabeth had seven children. 

George Junior married Florence Hadaller. 
They live in Winnipeg and have two children. 
George Jr. worked for Palm Dairies but is now 
retired. 

John married Charlotte Smith from Dugald. 
They live in Oakbank. John and Charlotte have two 
children. 

Cyril married Agnes Anderson. They live in 
Detroit, Michigan, and have two children. 

Cybil married Pete Milne. They live in 
Thorold, Ontario, and have one son. 

Greta married James Turner. They have two 
children. Greta and James used to live in Beausejour 
but now live in Winnipeg. James' father, Sam 
Turner, was an early pioneer. 

Hazel married Kenneth Aihart. They live in 
Port Elgin, Ontario. 

Russell married Cleo Holmes in 1938. He 
farmed in the Cloverleaf area until 1945 when he 
moved to Beausejour. Russell then did various jobs 
until his retirement in 1977. Russell and Cleo have 
two sons, Barry and Neil. Barry lives in Vancouver 
where he works as an R.C.M.P. officer. Neil married 
Sandra Wenzoski and they live in Seddons Corner, 
where they run the General Store. Neil and Sandra 
have three children: Luann, Sue and Jason. 

Cleo Holmes was born in Heflin, Alabama. Her 
parents were Neil and Agnes Holmes. They settled 
in the Cloverleaf area near the Shul General Store. 
Neil and Agnes had five children: Wilmer, Elmer, 
Neil, Cleo and Irene. 

By: George Ross. 



M.KasmerskiFamily History 

Mike Kasmerski and his wife Mary Kotodricz 
of Warsaw, Poland immigrated to Canada in 1894 
with their two children, Frank, four years old, and 
Lena, two years old. 

They lived in Winnipeg for a number of years 
until moving to a homestead in an area one and a half 
miles west of Brokenhead School. They had another 
three children: Katie, Lily and Victoria. Mike and 
Mary continued farming until their deaths when 
their eldest son, Frank, took over. 

Frank met Irene Huska who originally 
immigrated from Austria and they married in June 
of 1916. He continued farming his father's 
homestead until 1958 and during this time they had 
seven children: Michael, Anne, Anton, Joyce, Vicky, 
Henry and Mary. 

Frank and Irene Kasmerski. 
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When the farm was sold, Frank and Irene 
retired to a home in Beausejour until their deaths in 
May of 1974 and August of1963 respectively. 

Mike, being the oldest son, had to quit school at 
an early age in order to work on the farm with his 
father. One of the difficulties of being a young 
farmer for Mike involved having to place a milk stool 
up to a horse and climb up in order to harness a horse 
for plowing the fields. 

This wasn't his only misadventure with 
horses. Mike's father, Frank, had cut some hay on 
leased land for their livestock. Mike's job for the 
next clear, sunny day was to rake the hay. Of course, 
having a hard time harnessing horses, he inevitably 
hooked the harness traces too long. This resulted in 
the pole from the rake hanging too low. Of course, 
while he was raking the pole came off, hit the 
ground, and startled the horses who took off like a 
shot. Mike fell under the rake and managed to get 
himself raked up. He was rolling round and r:ound 
mixed with the hay under the rake until they hit a 
hole in the prairie where the turf had burned out 
which flipped the rake into the air freeing Mike from 
his haymaking days. So much for making hay while 
the sun shines! 

In 1941 Mike was called to thearmyfora 30 day 
training period in Portage la Prairie. 

After his stint as a soldier trainee, Mike decided 
to try his luck in Hamilton, Ontario. However, he 
couldn't locate any suitable job prospects, so he 
returned to work on his father's farm. In 1948 he 
moved out to farm on his own property and married 
Mary Cieszecki in 1949. 



Fred Steinke Family History 

Fred Steinke served with the Third Battalion, 
Royal Winnipeg Rifles and then the Royal Canadian 
Army Service Corps. He was first stationed in Nova 
Scotia and then went overseas in February of 1943, 
and remained there until the war ended. He was 
wounded in France and returned home in April of 
1946. 

Fred married Dorothy Singbeil on July 20, 
1946. They have eight children. Roydon, the eldest, 
is a Gynecologist and has his practise in Fresno, 
California. He is married to Liz McIntosh of Regina. 

They have two sons. Leslie is married to Alice 
Garnham. They have two boys and live in Portage la 
Prairie. Dianne married Steve Smith. They have 
two children and live in Minneapolis. Harvey is 
married to Kim Uhl. They live in Elkford, B.C. 
Clifford died as a result of a car accident in 1972. 
Randy is single and works in Elkford, B.C. Jimmy is 
married to Heidi Tobar and they live in Winnipeg. 
They have one child. Tommy lives at home and is 
attending school at Selkirk, Manitoba. 

Henry Ott Family History 

Henry Ott came to Canada with his parents in 
1911. His parents, Fred and Louisa Granke, came 
from Rovina, Russia. Fred and Louisa settled in the 
Beausejour area. Here they raised their 12 children. 
Fred also had a blacksmith shop in Beausejour on 
First Street. Most of the 12 children died at early 
ages, and the only three to stay in the area were 
Adam, Henry and Jack. 

Henry married Emilie Acker in 1930. Emilie 
came from Austria in 1929 with her parents John 
and Theresa Schweitzer. John and Theresa settled 
in Beausejour where John had a blacksmith shop. 

Henry and Emilie lived in Beausejour. Henry 
worked at the Garson quarries, and then opened a 
barber shop in Garson. He later started to work for 
Meltzer's Milk Transfer. Many former school 
children will remember rides to school on the back of 
his milk truck. Emilie is a well-known seamstress in 
the area. Henry and Emilie had four children: 
Harold, Arthur, Gordon and Charlotte. 

Harold, better known as "Spotty" married 
Cora Scholz. Harold has worked for the Highways 
Department, Meltzer's and Naayken's. He is 
presently employed at Atomic Energy of Canada in 
Pinawa. Cora works for the Western Drug Mart. 
Both Spotty and Cora are eager workers and both 
serve with a number of organizations. 

They have two daughters, Alice and Sandy. 
Alice married Allan Young. Allan is the grocery 
manager at the Co-op in Beausejour and Alice is 
studying to be a teacher. Sandy graduated from the 
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Edward Schreyer School and is presently working 
in Winnipeg. 

Art married Ruth Erickson from Ashern. Art, 
being very interested in electronics, set up a 
television repair ship in Beausejour. Ruth, being an 
avid seamstress, opened a fabric shop. Art and Ruth 
have five children: Rick, Cindy, Terry, Grady and 
Tina. Rick is married to Tammy Owen. The Art 
Otts all reside in Vancouver. 

Gordon married Nancy Sobovitch. Gordie 
worked for Atomic Energy for some time, but his 
interest in upholstery led him to leave AECL and set 
up Custom Covering and Upholstery. Nancyworks 
at the Selkirk Correctional Institution as an 
occupational therapist. Gordie and Nancy have two 
sons: Jamie and David. Gordie is quite active in 
sports, and also played for many years in the local 
dance bands. Gordie and Nancy reside just west of 
the Town of Beausejour. 

Charlotte married Reg Wall. Charlotte now 
lives in Beausejour with her daughter, Susan. 
Susan is attending Lord Selkirk Regional Compre
hensive School and studying to be a hair dresser. 
Charlotte works for the Provincial Government, in 
the Community Services and Corrections Branch. 
Charlotte is an avid curler and fisherwoman. 

Henry and Emilie celebrated their golden 
wedding anniversary in 1980. Henry and Emilie still 
reside in Beausejour, where they are both active in 
the Beau-Head Senior's Group. 



David Newman Family History 

I am one of the daughters of James and Adeline 
Storsley and these are my recollections of my early 
childhood and later life in the St. Ouens District. 

Annie Storsley and Mrs. James (Adeline) Storsley. 

One of my earliest memories of the "old home" 
is the spacious stairway. Half-way up there was a 
window where I would sit on the sill and watch for 
my father's return from hauling the milk away to 
the railway station. He always had a treat for the 
children when he came home. I also would notice the 
snow gradually disappearing in the springtime and 
be so delighted to see the grass. 

I recall moving to our new home in the spring 
of 1918. Only the barn had been built when we 
moved, so I missed the "old home" very much. We 
moved into the newly built barn and lived in it all 
summer while the house was under construction. 
The chickens were on one end of the big barn. One 
night a skunk came around and attacked a hen and 
her brood outside the barn under a rain barrel stand. 
The terrified hen made such commotion that we all 
woke up. My father took the shot gun and lantern 
and went out to see what the noise was about. He 
saw the skunk and shot it. 

Finally we moved into the new house. I 
remember the men struggling to get the beds 
upstairs as this stairway wasn't nearly as spacious as 
in the old house. 

James Storsley children: Nelson, Orpha, Mildred, Violet, 
Isabell. Missing: Linda, Annie, William. 
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When we were of school age my father made 
sure that we got started to school. It seemed a long 
walk, the two and a half miles, when on many an 
occasion we had to walk. We started primary and 
grade one in the "little red school house". 

After I finished school I remained at home and 
helped on the farm. In 1931 I met and married David 
Newman. He, at that time, had rented a farm near 
Sperling, Manitoba and was farming there. When 
we married he purchased the St. Ouens Store from 
Robert Colley, who was ready to retire and move to 
Winnipeg. 

Our children started to come along and made 
life very busy for me. I was the postmistress there 
also. Time passed so quickly tha t before 20 years had 
passed I had eight children. Even thoughlhadalarge 
family I was always sorry when each, in their turn, 
started school. They seemed to grow up so quickly. 
St. Ouens was indeed a good place to raise a family. 
Fortunately the children did not have far to walk to 
school. When they finished grade eight and were to 
start high school in Beausejour there was no room 
- the school was over-crowded. It was fortunate 
for us that they could get into the Tyndall High 
School. So they went via train every morning and 
came back in the evening. We were able to get a 
student rate and the tickets were for one month. 

Living near the river, the children could swim 
in summer, skate in winter, and toboggan and skiin 
the sand pit which was nearby. 

David would go out working north of 53° as a 
swing boss on a freighting outfit for many a winter. 
Then, in summer, he worked for the Brokenhead 
Municipality on building and grading roads. He was 
also an excellent diesel mechanic. 

In 1951 we built our new home and enlarged 
the store also. 

David and Annie Newman (1937). 
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Our children were: Arlene Nancy (Mrs. Harry 
Zielke); James David in Dugald, Manitoba; Kathleen 
Anne (Mrs. Hans Schoenberger) of Vernon, B.C; 
Gaylord William; Glen Nelson, now living in 
Armstrong, B.C; Searle Owen (died in infancy in 
1947); Timothy Keith whopassedawayattheageof 
22 in 1972; and Lorelei Dell (Mrs. Ron Buss). 

At an early age Nancy had made upher mind to 
become a school teacher. She taught school out west 
and in Great Falls, Manitoba, for the Winnipeg 
Hydro, and for many years in the Beausejour Junior 
High School. James married Alma Link and moved 
to Winnipeg. Kathleen also went into the teaching 
field. She taught in Vivian, Stead and several years 
in Beausejour. She now lives in Vernon, B. C where 
her husband is employed with the B.C Hydro. 
Gaylord is employed with the Atomic Energy Plant 
at Pinawa, Manitoba, and is living on his farm 
southeast of St. Ouens. He is married. Glenn is 
married and living in Armstrong, B.C after farming 
in the Golden Bay area for five years. 

In 1958 my husband passed away suddenly, 
leaving me with three children going to school and 
one not yet school age. Three were already married. 
He is buried in the Beausejour Cemetery . 
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Back row: James, Glenn, Gaylord. Front row: Nancy, Annie 
(mother), Kathleen, Lorelei Dell. 

It is now 50 years (July 1981) since I came to St. 
Ouens as a young bride. lamstilllivinghere.ln 1972 
I closed my store. The two schools north and south 
St. Ouens were closed and also the Post Office. I 
then went on a rural mail delivery for several years. 
This has been" As a life that is lived and a tale that is 
told". 

By: Annie Storsley Newman. 



Frank Staska Sr. Family History 

Frank Staska was born in 1890 in Ladywood, 
Manitoba. His parents were Rosalia and Frank 
Staska, pioneers of the Ladywood district. They 
carne from Czechoslovakia and were of Roman 
Catholic faith. 

Frank Staska Sr. 

He had four sisters and three brothers: Agnes, 
Mary, Josephine, Anna, Joseph, Charlie Sr. and 
John. 

Frank married Antonia Molinski who carne 
from Poland. They farmed about a mile from his 
father's homestead. In those days, the land had to be 
cleared of trees and brush. With the help of 
neighbours, they would hew the logs with an axe 
and build the house and barn. No nails were used. 
The other logs would be hauled by team to Selkirk to 
trade for groceries and grain. 

In the fall Frank would go to Saskatchewan for 
harvest to make some money. 

Frank and Antonia had four sons: Joe, FrankJr., 
Charles Jr., and Walter. 

When Frank Sr. passed away in 1938 Antonia 
and the boys kept up the family farm. All the field 
work was done by horses. Hay was raked and 
pitched by hand. The firewood was cut and hauled 
from the bush. 

In the winter the boys would go to cut 
pulpwood at Pine Falls to earn money. It was hard 
work and pay was low in those days but the people 
had their own entertainment and music in the 
homes. Someone always played an instrument so 
they had dances and parties at horne. As years went 
by the boys went their own ways. 
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Swamping pulp at Pine Falls in the 40's. 

Antonia lived in Twin Maples Senior Citizen 
horne in Beausejour. She is in Maples Nursing 
Horne in Winnipeg now. 

Charles took over the family farm. He married 
Tena Taskot in 1952. They have six children: 
Catherine, Shirley, David, Helen, Theresa and 
Robert. Charles played the violin with a band for 
many years. In those days they had the parties and 
weddings at horne. The weddings usually lasted two 
days. 

Most of the farmers went to work as there was 
little income from the farms. Charlie worked with 
the Telephone Company for a few years when they 
were putting in lines for all the farmers in the 
surrounding districts. He worked for and still is 
employed by B.A.Construction, crushing division. 

As years went by more families left the farms 
for the City to find employment. The country 
schools soon all closed and children were bussed to 
school in Beausejour. 

The children have their own families and 
careers but the family tree keeps growing. 
Catherine married Donald Froehlich and lives close 
to the family farm. Shirley married Eddie Sidhir and 
is living in Winnipeg. David married Brenda Wass 
and is living in Beausejour. Helen married Kenneth 
Day and they are living in Winnipeg. Theresa 
married Lance Kosack. They live in Selkirk. Robert 
is at horne going to Red River Community College 
in Winnipeg. 

A funny incident happened to Charles when 
he was about 10 years old. In those days people 
believed in ghosts. He was corning horne one 
evening from visiting the neighbours. There were 
no roads, only trails through the bush, when 



suddenly his hat was knocked off his head. It was 
dark and quiet. He thought of ghosts and ran all the 
way home. Thinking of the scolding he would get 
for losing his new straw hat, he got up early and 

Charles Staska family (1969). 
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hurried down the path. As he came to the hat up 
flew a bird. He looked down and saw a nest. He must 
have stepped by the nest and as the bird flew up, it 
hit his hat. It wasn't a ghost after all! 



Edward Zielke Family History 

Edward Zielke was born in Volhynia, Russia in 
1898. At the age of five years he emigrated to 
Canada with his parents, Louis and Ernestine, and 
brother, Henry, who was two years old. The boat 
which they sailed on landed in Halifax, Nova Scotia 
on March IS, 1903. From there they proceeded by 
train to Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

His first two years in Canada were spent living 
in Winnipeg. He then moved to the farm with his 
parents in the Green Bay district. He attended 
school at Green Bay and helped his father on the 
farm doing chores such as ploughing and hauling 
wood and whatever was required of him. 

In the spring of 1918 he left home and went to 
work on a farm at Moss Bank, Saskatchewan. He 
worked there for three years. With the money he 
had earned the first year he bought a team of black 
horses and harnesses for his father from a Mr. 
Budner. The next year he bought a new wagon with 
a grain box on it and a set of new Adam sleighs. From 
the years 1920 and onward he worked in and around 
the Green Bay district, clearing and grubbing land 
for different people at $3.50 per day, working six 
days a week and averaging $20.00 per week. During 
the winter months he worked in the bush at White, 
Ontario. 

On March 28, 1924 he married Martha 
Schroeder, eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Schroeder. The first year of their married life they 
lived with her parents. In 1925 they moved on to a 
farm which he had purchased in the Golden Bay 
District. They lived there until they retired in 
October of 1972, moving to 719 William Avenue in 
Beausejour. 

During the early years that were spent on the 
farm, Ed would go out to work in the bush every 
winter. He would cu t wood in the area east of Seven 
Sisters Falls. The last year that he worked in the 
bush was 1939, as he had enough lumber made to 
build a new home, a large barn and all the buildings 
on the farm where he lived. 

Ed and Martha took great pride in their farm. 
The yard and all the buildings were kept in 
immaculate condition. The buildings were always 
painted. The yard, even around the barn, always 
looked like a picture postcard. 

The marriage was blessed with four children: 
Arthur, Elsie, Harry and Lloyd. Lloyd was 
accidentally killed in September of 1970 on 
Vancouver Island. On October 17, 1978 Martha, his 
beloved wife, passed away after a lengthy illness. 
She is buried in the Beausejour cemetery. 
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Mr. Zielke, at the age of 83, is still enjoying 
good health and lives by himself. He remains very 
active, keeps house and helps all his neighbours 
mowing lawns and tilling gardens both spring and 
fall. In the winter he shovels snow or operates the 
snow blower for his neighbours. He still drives a car 
and during the summer months does a great deal of 
"sight seeing" driving. He always takes one of his 
neighbours out and around; the Regulas, Maguras, 
Benziks and others can vouch for that. Mr. Zielke 
continues to barber as well. If you check his calendar 
in the kitchen you will see the names of all those who 
have regular standing appointments for hair cuts 
every three weeks. If you ask Mr. Zielke what are 
some of the things he had done in his lifetime, aside 
from farming, his reply would be "pulling teeth" of 
the many who came to him seeking relief. To this 
day, his neighbours marvel at his strength, as just 
this past summer (at 83 years of age) he grubbed out 
a huge lilac bush from his back yard. If you happen to 
pass by his place on a bright, sunny afternoon you 
will see many of his friends from the neighbour
hood (some days numbering up to 14) out under the 
trees discussing topics that senior citizens generally 
discuss. 

Presently, his son Arthur and wife Joan (nee 
Bronson) and two of their three children reside in 
Winnipeg. Their eldest daughter, Pamela Mikolay
enka, and husband, Gordon live in Regina, 
Saskatchewan. Daughter, Elsie, is married to Emil 
Hastman and lives on a farm about six miles east and 
south of Beausejour. They have four children. 
Daughter, Elaine, is married to Raymond Kaatz and 
resides in Winnipeg with their two children, 
Tammy and Chad. Son, Harvey, and wife, Diane 
(nee Holowaty), live with their two daughters, Kelly 
and Dana, here in Beausejour. Son, Ronnie, works 
and lives in Winnipeg. Son, Bobby, still attends 
school and is at home. Elsie and Emil's second son, 
Harry, is married to Nancy (nee Newman), and also 
resides in Beausejour. They have three children: 
Murray in college in Thunder Bay, Ontario; 
Cynthia married to Michel Goulet live with their 
son (great grandson) Matthew in Thunder Bay and 
second son Neil attends college in Winnipeg. A 
second daughter, T wyla, was born and died in 1960. 
So with all of his immediate family living nearby, Ed 
Zielke continues to enjoy his role as father, 
grandfather and great grandfather to the fullest. 
God bless him. 

By: Nancy Zielke. 
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Tomas Grech Family History 

Tomas Grech was born in 1856 in Lubaczawa, 
Austria. He was a member of the cavalry in the 
army. 

Tomas married Nastia Siss (born 1866) who 
also came from Lubaczawa. They came to Canada in 
1902 with their two daughters, Mary (born in 1864) 
and Barbara (born in 1900). The voyage across the 
ocean was very long and very rough and many 
people got sick. Cattle were also transported in the 
cargo hold of the ship. 

Nastia Grech. 

Tomas reported to the immigration office at 
Selkirk and was granted a homestead. The complete 
transaction cost him 10 dollars. The homestead he 
received was located at 15-15-7E. He was also given 
an ox and a cow. 

When the site of the homestead was reached, a 
rough lean-to was built of fallen trees and branches. 
The family lived there until a permanent home was 
built before winter arrived. The winter of 1902 was 
very severe with much snowfall. 

Nastia Grech's original home (now used as a storage shed). 
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Tomas Grech was a very unusual and 
resourceful person. His home, which he built before 
winter, was the only one in Brokenhead with hand
hewn shingles. Tomas was a blacksmith by trade. 
He attached a "lean-to" to the house and there he 
carried on his blacksmith trade. He shod oxen and 
made scythes, sickles and" draw-knives" for peeling 
posts and logs. Nails were made of wood (pegs) or 
steel. He would exchange his produce for cloth and 
rawhide. From the cloth he fashioned and sewed 
jackets and pants. The rawhide was used to make 
mitts, shoes, hinges and harnesses. Tomas loaded 
his own shells and ta ugh t his children at an early age 
to skin rabbits and chickens. He was a natural healer 
and would concoct medicines and salves from 
various herbs and plants containing medicinal 
qualities. 

Tomas was a learned person 
and would read from a German Bible 
and translate it into Ukrainian. He 
was avid story-teller and would 
entertain his children in the even
ings with many folktales and fables. 

The following is an example of one of the 
fables: A poor man was being punished because he 
ate something he was not supposed to. He was 
placed in a cave with a bear. The poor man, feeling 
sorry that he would be eaten, began to play his fiddle 
sweetly and mournfully. The bear (who could talk) 
was so impressed by the music he made an 
agreement with the man. If the man would teach 
him to play the fiddle in such a manner, the bear 
would spare his life. The poor man told the bear that 
it was impossible for the bear to play because a bear's 
fingers or paws are not straight. In order to 
straighten his paws, the man told the bear that he 
would have to place his fingers under a huge boulder 
and keep them there until they straightened. The 
bear agreed to this and the poor man rolled a boulder 
on the bear's paws. The bear began to cry with pain 
but the man insisted that this was necessary. While 
the bear's paws were entrapped by the rock, the man 
made his escape! The moral was "Never try to be 
someone you are not". 

Tomas went to find a certain type of tree to 
build his wife a chair or a cupboard. He claimed he 
caught in a whirlwind and suffered cold and hot 
spells. He managed to get home but became 



paralyzed and died shortly afterward. In all 
probability, he must have died of a stroke. The 
approximate year of his death was 1908. Mary (the 
eldest daughter) had to take over her father's duties 
(cutting cords and hauling them to Selkirk and later 
to Ladywood). Nastia continued living at the 
original homestead until her death on May 8,1940. 

Tomas and Mary raised a family of five 
children: Mary (deceased) married Procop Differ of 
Brokenhead in 1913; Barbara (deceased) married 
George Patson of Libau; Anne married Bert 
Spalding of Winnipeg; Kay (deceased) married Bob 
Smith of Winnipeg; and Mike who is deceased. 

Yansa Family History 

Waclav and Barbara Yansa came to Canada in 
1902 from Brody, Ukraine. They settled and farmed 
in the Brokenhead district. Waclav and Barbara had 
three children: Frank, John and Mary. Frank 

married Mary Trombo. John married Carrie 
Tymko. They have two children, Charles at 
Yorkton and Mary (Noll) of Calgary. Mary married 
Tom Lowe and they settled in Detroit. 

Mrs. Barbara Yansa of Brokenhead died in 1964 atthe age of 98 
years. 
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Joseph Kaszowski Family History 

Joseph Kaszowski was born in Podhajce, 
Poland on March 19, 1880. He was the son of 
Stanley Kaszowski and Kathryn Kaszowski (nee 
Peltz) also of Podhajce, Poland. His wife was Eva 
Barski, daughter of John and his wife, Mrs. Barski. 

Joseph and Eva were married in Sts. Peter and 
Paul Church in Ladywood in 1906 by Father 
Margos. They had seven children. They were three 
sons and four daughters namely: Anton, Stanley, 
Bert, Mary, Helen, Caroline and Elsie. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kaszowski farmed in Cromwell 
until 1919. That year they sold the farm to John 
Wilgosh and moved to Beausejour, making their 
home on Gertrude Avenue, the former site of the 
Manitoba Hydro Office. 

Joseph Kaszowski, together with John Streck
er, bought the Bethel Brothers Livery Stable. They 
also acquired a farm implement agency. It was 
during the influenza epidemic and the livery 
business was brisk. Some of the time they drove 
commercial travellers to the various country stores, 
but the major part of their work was driving Dr. 
Bissett to the country to see and attend flu patients. 
For that purpose they had two teams of horses. One 
team was on the road while the other rested. Many 
times the parish priest went along with the doctor to 
administer the last rites. Weather conditions were 
most severe and it was particularly hard on the 
horses in the early fall driving on the muddy roads 
and later, in the bitter cold. To keep warm in the 
open sleigh, heated bricks were put on the bottom of 
the sleigh, and a bearskin was used to cover the 
knees. 

In 1924 fire destroyed the livery barn and the 
horses. Mr. Kaszowski sustained heavy financial 
losses and became ill as the result of this tragedy. He 
did not rebuild the livery business but went into the 
cattle buying business instead. He continued in this 
business for a number of years. He was also called 
upon to act as interpreter in the court, as well as 
helping many people with attaining their natural
ization papers. 

The Kaszowski family were members of St. 
Mary's Roman Catholic Church and Mr. Kaszowski 
served on the church board. 
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Joseph and Eva Kaszowski. 

Mr. Kaszowski was very friendly and a good 
neighbour. One resident remembers, as a boy, how 
Mr. Kaszowski never refused to drive the local small 
boys baseball team to neighbouring towns for free, 
and at times buying them lunch. 

Daughter, Helen, recalls the early days in 
Beausejour, the grandmother going to church on a 
Sunday with her church collection tied up in the 
corner of a handkerchief. It seems women's purses 
were not in use at that time, and church collections 
were made in coin only, with a rare exception of the 
occasional dollar bill put in the collection. Helen still 
has her grandmother's wollen shawl that she wore 
on special occasions. 

Mr. Kaszowski died on February 6, 1948. Mrs. 
Kaszowski died on April 11, 1952. Their daughter, 
Mary, died some years ago. Surviving are the other 
children as well as 12 grandchildren and 21 great 
grandchildren. 



Steve Lucko Family History 

In 1908 Nicholas (Nick) and Paranka (Polly) 
Lucko and their three children immigrated to 
Canada from Austria. They came to homestead in 
the Hazelglen area along with many other pioneers. 
Mr. Nick Lucko was engaged in farming for a 
number of years; however, due to his asthmatic 
condition his young sons assumed most of his 
responsibilities. 

Stephen (Steve), the oldest son, shouldered 
most of the work in establishing the first 
homestead. There were also five younger brothers 
and four sisters for him to care for. Steve only 
managed to attend school for a few years, and this 
was during the winter. 

In June of 1926 Steve married Mary Osiowy, 
daughter of Michael Osiowy and Frances Kuzyk. 
The Osiowys immigra ted to Canada from Poland in 
1901 and settled in the Hazelridge area. Steve and 
Mary took over partial responsibility for the 
Osiowy children, as Mary's parents had died at a 
young age. 

Steve and Mary built a log home in 1926. I twas 
located lh mile east of the original Hazelglen school 
on Highway 12. Steve became the proud owner of 
the first tractor and threshing machine in the area in 
1926. His first venture into business was the custom 
breaking of land and threshing in the immedia te 
area. 

In 1929 an addition to their home housed 
Lucko's Store. This was virtually a barter system 
store where farm products were traded for groceries. 
Steve purchased the first truck in the area and 
established a trucking business. He also obtained 
the dealership for Prairie Cities Bulk Oil. In order to 
maintain his trucking business, Steve was forced to 
keep the roads (virtually mud trails) open to 
Highway 1 (now Highway 44) year round. In the 
winter snowplowing was done with horses and a 
home made V plow. 

Steve and Mary Lucko were blessed with four 
children, all born in the originallog home and store. 
A midwife assisted in the births of the children. 

A one room school house was built in 
Hazelglen in 1917. It housed 60 to 70 students. The 
school also served as a community center for 
concerts and gatherings as well. In 1921 the school 
district of Hazelglen #1858 was incorporated. The 
first board consisted of Steve Lucko (Sec.Treas.), 
Lawrence Chay, Steve Watsko and Mike Zomber. 
Steve Lucko held this position until 1944. 

Steve helped establish the Hazelglen Post 
Office in 1933 and served as postmaster from its 
inception until 1944. 

In 1938 Steve and Mary Lucko purchased 
"Lucko's General Store" in the town of Oakbank. 
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They, along with their four children, Donald 
(Donny), Michael (Mike), Frances (now Haines) and 
Joyce (now Jaworski) operated this business until 
1951. During his stay in Oakbank, Steve served as a 
Councillor for the Municipality of Springfield for 
six years. 

In 1952 Steve Lucko with his sons Donny and 
Mike obtained the Cockshutt Farm Equipment 
dealership in the Town of Beausejour. This business 
establishment was located on Park Avenue at the 
eastern outskirts of the town. Subsequently they 
acquired a Volkswagon dealership, recreational 
products and Ski-Doo dealership. The business 
became known as "Lucko Sales and Service". Steve 
served as President. 

Steve and Mary in front of his truck used in his transfer. 

Lucko's Oakbank home. 



Mr. Lucko was first elected to the Beausejour 
Town Council in 1966. Besides regular Council 
duties he chaired other committees and served as 
the Town's representative on the Beausejour
Brokenhead Centennial Committee. In 1970 he was 
again elected to Council, chairing many other 
committees. He remained an active member until 
his death on Aprils, 1974. 

Three areas of community work were his pride 
and joy. The first was the active participation in the 
planning and construction of the present Holy 
Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church located next door 
to his place of business on Park Avenue. The second 
was the inception of town planning for Beausejour. 
The third was the expansion and accreditation of 
the Beausejour District Hospital. All bear ample 
evidence of his dedication to his community. 

Mary Lucko has enjoyed her contribution of 
community services as well. She has actively 
participated in the Holy Ghost Ukrainian Church, 
having belonged to the Sisterhood from 1960 to the 
present. She has been an active member of the 
Hospital Health Auxillary since 1972, and gener
ously gives her time to this worthwhile cause. 

Mike Lucko, in 1952, became as an active 
participant in the Lucko Sales and Service business 
establishment. He brought enthusiasm and new 
ideas and consequently further franchises were 
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obtained. Business was on the incline and more 
space was required. An expansion of the original 
building to over twice the size was added in 1961. 

In 1965 Mike L ucko established the Chrysler 
Dodge dealership on Park Avenue at the east end of 
Beausejour. Two years later a modern building was 
erected, establishing Beausejour Chrysler Dodge 
next to Lucko Sales and Service. Unfortunately, in 
1978 L ucko Sales and Service burned. This business 
operation was then amalgamated with the 
Beausejour Chrysler Dodge dealership. 

Mike, his wife Anne (Sitarz), and their four 
children, Connie (now Magura), Brenda (now 
Topley), Wayne and Sharon have enjoyed the 
availability of the recreational products. Connie in 
particular actively participated in snowmobile 
racing for many years. Along with her Ski 000, she 
won many championship races including the 
Canadian Women's Championship and has many 
trophies in her collection. Connie is now a medical 
doctor and Brenda is a teacher. Sharon graduated 
from the Edward Schreyer School in 1981. 

In 1977 Wayne joined his father, Mike, in the 
management and operation of Beausejour Chrysler 
Dodge Ltd. Wayne has new ideas and is the next 
generation to carryon with business ventures in the 
Town of Beausejour. 

By: Mike Lucko. 
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Andrew Wasney Family History 

Andrew and Mary Wasney came from Poland 
in 1898 and settled in Highland Glen, Manitoba. 
They were one of the pioneer settlers in that area. 
Their first child, Caroline, was born in 1902. Later 
five girls and two boys were born to them: Frances, 
Rosie, Mary, Pauline, Bernice, Peter and Paul. They 
all live in the Winnipeg area. 

Caroline Wasney married John Klos in 1920. 
They farmed in Hazel Glen. To them were born 
seven sons and two daughters, namely, Helen (who 
died in infancy), Henry, Frances, Walter, Edward, 
Leonard and Bernie. Edward and Georgette Klos 
still farm the original homestead. 

Michael Lanoway Family History 

Michael and Emma Lanoway came from 
Austria to Canada in 1900. They settled in 
Ladywood, Manitoba. They brought with them 
their three daughters, Mary, Nell and Anna. They 
farmed in Ladywood until 1912. During this time 
they had other children namely, Kathleen, Dmetro 
(Matt), Jim, Joe, John, Jean and Steve. 

In 1912 the Lanoway family moved to Lydiatt, 
Manitoba, where the last child, Henry, was born. In 
1919 they bought a farm at St. Ouens (three miles 
east of Beausejour). In 1927 Michael Lanoway 
passed away. 

During all this time Emma Lanoway's parents 
lived with them. They were Philip and Ephina 
Chryplywy. They came to Canada in 1902 from 
Austria. Philip Chryplywy passed away in 1927. 

The family continued farming and then 
tragedy struck when Steve Lanoway was accident
ally killed on a highway in 1931. 

Emma Lanoway stayed on the farm and in 
1933 Dmetro, more familiarly known as Matt, 
married Annie Sereda, daughter of Henry and 
Katherine Sereda of Eastdale, Manitoba. They took 
over the family farm. In 1934 Ephina Chryplywy 
passed away and in 1935 Emma Lanoway moved to 
Beausejour where she resided until her death in 
1954. 

The other children, except Henry and Matt, 
moved away. Henry stayed on the farm until 1939 
when he got married and moved to Winnipeg. 

Matt and Annie Lanoway expanded their 
operation to include more land. Matt was an early 
pioneer in the formation of the first Manitoba Pool 
Elevator in Beausejour, was its first president, and 
also he was president of the Provincial Board. He 
specialized in Elite seed (a special seed crop). 
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Annie and Matt had two children born to 
them, Evelyn in 1938 and Robert in 1943. Evelyn 
attended the local St. Ouen's school, Beausejour 
High School and the University of Manitoba, 
graduating in Home Economics. In 1962 she 
married Glenn Arnott and they have two children, 
Cheryl and Roy. They presen tly reside in Portage la 
Prairie, Manitoba. 

Robert Lanoway and his family live on the 
homestead of his grandfather, Michael Lanoway. 
Robert attended St. Ouen's and Beausejour High 
schools. In 1961 he started farming with his father. 
He married Virginia Klos from AnoIa in 1968. In 
1969 they took over the family farm and Annie and 
Matt Lanoway moved to Beausejour. 

Matt and Annie continued to be active in the 
Brokenhead Agricultural Society and the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church. They had always been active in 
the Farmer's Union and the 4-H Club. 

On December 18,1975 Matt passed away and 
Annie still resides near Beausejour where she is 
active in gardening, Agricultural Society work and 
the Senior Citizens group. 

Robert and Virginia Lanoway expanded the 
farming operation and in the early 70's began 
trucking and land clearing. This operation grew to 
include road construction and long-distance 
hauling and is presently known as Lanoway 
Construction. They have also established "Lano
way Corporation" in Corpus Christie, Texas. 
Virginia taught in the Beausejour schools from 
1968 to 1972. Robert and Virginia have a family of 
four children, Shannon, Sherry, Tracey and 
Reginald. Their first child, a daughter, Robynne 
Dale, was stillborn in 1972. Robert and Virginia live 
on the family farm. 



Gustav Riedel Family History 

My grandfather, Gustav Riedel, immigrated to 
Canada atthe turn of the century from Poland. This 
area was Pruss ian at the time of my grandfather's 
birth. He always maintained his family were 
"Prussian land barons", much to my grandmother's 
scepticism. 

My grandmother, Augusta Riedel (nee 
Radons), immigrated from one of the German 
settlements in the Black Sea region of Russia several 
years after my grandfather did. Married at age 18, 
my grandmother became an "instant" mother to 
grandfather's infant son, Ewald, whose mother (of 
the Shade family, still residing in Beausejour) died 
shortly after childbirth. 

In 1906 my father, Arthur, was born at home 
in Beausejour. Later, sister Lydia, passed away 
when still a toddler. Two sons, Leonard and 
Herman were born later. 

My father recalled playing with discarded 
items made at the Beausejour Glass Factory where 
my grandfather worked during several years that 
the family lived in Beausejour. Papa could also recall 
stories told by his parents that indicated much of the 
town's population was made up of German and 
Ukrainian immigrants. These storied also indicated 
a certain amount of rivalry too! 

About this time a number of these German 
immigrants took up homesteads in the Interlake 
area, specifically Amaranth, Manitoba. Here three 
more sons were born, Emil, Fred and Rudy. 

Once again a group of these adventuresome 
people moved on, responding to stories of the rich 
grain-growing prairies of Saskatchewan. They 
managed a few good farming years before the 
Depression struck. The Riedels were in the middle 
of it in the Verwood-Viceroy area of southern 
Saskatchewan. 

In 1946 my parents, grandparents and uncles 
returned to Manitoba with my own family renting 
the old Mullin farm northwest of Beausejour for 
one year. In 1947 we moved on to a Hudson Bay 
quarter that my father had purchased while still in 
Saskatchewan. It was located three miles east and 
south of the village of AnoIa, and some 12 miles 
south of Beausejour. 

Meanwhile my grandparents and four bach
elor uncles, whom we all referred to as "The Boys", 
farmed next door to us. Two of my uncles remain 
there today. 

It is possible some older Beausejour residents 
will remember the "Singing Riedel Quartette", as 
they performed for some time when the Beausejour 
Hotel first opened its White Sands Room. 

During the Thirties the entire family of seven 
sons would "take to the road", either playing for 
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dances or pu tting on a road show (usually a Western 
play), travelling across Saskatchewan and into 
Alberta. In later years the four youngest brothers 
sang on Western music shows over the Regina 
Radio Station and on the Western Hour of 
Winnipeg's CJOB. They also became known as the 
Arkansas Hillbillies, travelling about the country 
for a few years with the Casey Roadshows. More 
recently, in the 1960's, they made some L.P. records 
of German folk songs. For this effort they called 
upon their aunties, Grandma's sisters, Lydia and 
Hulda (Mrs. Ed Guttmann who continued to live in 
Beausejour where they raised their families). 

In October of 1980 Papa passed away in the 
Beausejour Hospital in the very town he was born 
after having moved to another Province, farming 
several areas, as well as coal mining in the interim. 
Here, too, died my Uncle Ed (Edwald) in 1979,aswell 
as our "quiet" Fred in 1980. He was buried in the 
Beausejour Cemetery. 

I should mention that my grand
parents and other German immi
grants who homesteaded in the 
Amaranth area became sources for 
characters in books written by the 
Canadian author, Fred Grove, and 
specifically in the book "Settlers of the 
Marsh". My father and Uncle Ed were 
taught by Mr. Grove's wife and could 
remember Mr. Grove himself. Uncle 
Ed recalled Mr. Grove in particular, 
having been severely and unfairly 
strapped by him on one occasion. 
Years later a professor from the 
University of Manitoba was doing 
research on the author, Fred Grove, 
and came to interview Uncle Ed. 

A miniature steam engine made from various 
items of "junk" put together by my handy man 
Uncle Ed was put on display in the Beausejour 
Museum several years ago. 

Today I continue to shop in Beausejour, which 
also happens to be the birthplace of my two oldest 
children. (My birthplace is in southern Saskatche
wan where my mother hails from.) Uncle Leonard's 
eldest son, Dennis, has a business on Park Avenue 
called Waterfellow Enterprises. 



I've always wondered about two things 
regarding the pleasant farm town of Beausejour: 
why did such a prosperous business such as the glass 
factory so completely disappear from the face of the 

earth, as it were. And why a French name for a town 
where no French people seem to have settled? 

By: Edith Riedel Perry. 

Adam Steinke Family History 

Adam Steinke was born in Russia and served in 
the Russian army as a young man. In 1903 he 
married Augustina and four children were born to 
them: Samuel, Edward, Matilda (Tillie) and Adolf. 

In 1910 he emigrated to Canada and worked in 
Winnipeg on the construction of the Bank of 
Montreal at the corner of Portage and Main Street. 
The building took two and a half years to complete. 
Later he was employed on the construction of the 
University of Manitoba. He often referred to this 
work and experience. 

In 1913 he had earned enough money to send 
to Russia for his wife and children. A brother also 
came, but in a short time left Winnipeg to look for 
work and the brothers lost touch with each other as 
neither could read or write. 

A bill of sale dated December 17, 1913 exists 
showing the following "chattels and goods" were 
purchased for $800.00 from John Reihl of the 
Municipality of Brokenhead. The list consists of two 
oxen, three cows, four heifers, three calves, six 
hogs, 40 chickens, one wagon, one set of harness, 
one potato cultivator, one plough, three harrows, 
one stack of hay and one sleigh. 

He farmed in Brokenhead for a few years with 
his family. Other children born were four sons and 
two daughters: Manuel, Harry, Fred, Rudolf, 
N atulia and Albertina. Adam managed to buy a new 
farm south of the Golden Bay school. After he 
brushed and cleared the land he built a log house and 
a log barn. Then, later in 1937he built a frame house 
and in 1942 a new barn. 
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He raised horses there for year round 
transportation by cutter in winter and buggy in 
summer. In 1937 he bought a Chevrolet car. 

His wife was the district midwife for several 
years. They farmed there until 1946 when Mrs. 
Steinke died. His son purchased the farm in 1951 
after renting it for some years. Mr. Steinke died in 
1971. 

Mr. and Mrs. Adam Steinke and theirfavouri te team in Golden 
Bay at their farm (about 1935). 



P1eskach Family History 

Michael and Maria Dudeck immigrated to 
Canada with their first three children in 1908. They 
settled in the Cook's Creek area. They came from 
Narol, Poland with the hope of re-establishing life in 
the new "Promised Land". Life in Poland was very 
difficult at that time so they adventurously sold all 
of their belongings in order to purchase a one-way 
ticket to Manitoba. 

The early part of their life in Canada was a 
struggle, as they cleared land for agriculture. A 
shopping trip to Winnipeg was a three or four day 
affair, usually by foot or horse and buggy. 

The Dudecks raised nine children. Their 
seventh child, Katherine, married Leon Pleskacz. 
The Dudecks, in their later years, retired to Garson, 
Manitoba. Maria died in 1953 and Michael in 1955. 

Adam Pleskacz immigrated to Canada from 
Narol, Poland in 1927. He was followed by sons, 
Leon and Andrew, in 1930. Two sons, two 
daughters and Adam's wife remained in Poland. 
Adam's plan was to establish a home in Canada after 
which he would bring out the rest of the family. 
With the onset of the Depression, this plan became 
impossible. In 1932 Andrew died of tuberculosis and 
in 1940 Adam died accidentally. Presently, Leon has 
two sisters and a brother living in Narol, Poland. 

In 1932 Leon Plaskacz and Katherine Dudeck 
were married. They raised six children: Violet, Joe, 
Florence, Stanley, Kasmer and Larry. Leon and 
Katherine farmed in the Beausejour area after their 
marriage. During the last nine years before 
retirement Leon worked at Pinawa while still 
continuing to farm. Presently, Leon and Katherine 
are retired and enjoying summer at their 
homestead. They spend winters at their second 
home in Sarasota, Florida. 

Leon and Katherine. 
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The oldest daughter, Violet, born in 1932, 
married John Globush of Bird's Hill, Manitoba. 
Violet and John have a son, Donald, born in 1954 and 
a daughter, Cindy, born in 1956. John works as a 
computer marker in a clothing factory and Violet 
supervises at Scott Bathgate. Donald married 
Dierdra Morin in 1980 and currently works for the 
Royal Bank of Canada. Cindy is employed in food 
services management in Hamilton, Ontario. 

Globush Family 
Left to right: Donald, Cindy, Violet, John. 

The second daughter, Florence, born in 1941, 
married Fred Kraynyk of Vita, Manitoba. The 
Kraynyks live in Beausejour and are best known 
through Fred who is the Assistant Principal at the 
Edward Schreyer School and has been on the Town 
Council for the past 10 years. Florence works as a 
payroll clerk for the Agassiz School Division. 

The oldest son, Joe, was born in 1934 and 
married Carol Korne of Cooks Creek, Manitoba. Joe 
and Carol have a son, Bernie, born in 1964, and a 
daughter, Cathy, born in 1975.Joe and Carol lived in 
Winnipeg until 1964 when they moved to 
Beausejour. Joe has been working at Pinawa since 
1964, where he is currently a carpenter foreman. 
Carol is known in the area for her involvement with 
4-H. 

Second son, Stanley, was born in 1942 and 
married Anne Scherbatiuk from Wadena, Sask
atchewan. Stan and Anne have one son, Stephen, 
born in 1977. Stan has been working since 1966 as a 
Research Technologist in Medical Biophysics at 
Pinawa. His wife is known by many around the area 
as a Public Health nurse. Stan and Anne can also be 
seen and heard at weddings, etc., playing in their 
dance band. 

The third son, Kasmer, was born in 1944 and 
married Jackie Van Niekirk from Winnipeg. Kasmer 
worked at Pinawa until 1973 when he and his wife 



moved to Sarasota, Florida where they purchased 
the Cadillac Motel. The family members from 
Manitoba usually look forward toa couple of weeks 
in winter to vacation at the Cadillac. Kasmer and 
Jackie have two children, Angela born in 1975 and 
Michael born in 1977. 

Joe Pleskach Family 
Left to right: Carol, Bernie, Cathy, Joe. 

Stan & Anne Pleskach and Stephen. 
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Kasmer Pleskach Family 
Left to right: Jackie, Michael, Angela, Kasmer. 

Larry Pleskach Family 
Linda & Larry, Jeffrey & David. 

Son number four and also the youngest in the 
family of six is Larry, born in 1950. Larry married 
Linda Bodnar of Garson, Manitoba. They have two 
boys, David born in 1979 and Jeffrey born in 1891. 
Larry is a carpenter by trade and Linda is a Librarian, 
currently working for the Public Library in 
Beausejour. 

The family roots were transplanted to Canada 
in 1908, bringing with them a Polish, Catholic 
heritage. With the marriage of Leon and Katherine 
in 1932, the Pleskach family have been well 
established in this area. 



Peter Struss Family History 

Some of the early families who came to the 
Brokenhead district were: Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Mazur, who arrived on boat with Grandma; Alex 
Klym, who also arrived on the boat with Grandma; 
Alex and Mary Tymko, who was Grandma's eldest 
step-sister; Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Oneschuk, who 
was the second step-sister; Alex Yakimo, who 
arrived one year earlier and was Grandma's brother; 
and Pearl Yakimo, who was Grandma's sister. 

These families came to this country because 
land was cheap. Times were so hard in the Old 
Country that they came to Canada seeking a better 
life. Everyone who arrived here stayed, set up 
homesteads, and began their new life with farming. 

Grandpa left Nowosiulka, Podhajce, Austria 
by train to Rotterdam and then went by ship to 
Quebec. From Quebec he went by train as far as 
Winnipeg. Then he came to Beausejour. The fare by 
ship was $40. for adults, $20. for youngsters, and 
less than that for children 13 years and under. He 
arrived in 1898. 

In 1905 Grandma left Socholwolia Brody, 
Poland by train to Rotterdam. She then sailed to 
England on a small vessel and then on a large ship to 
Montreal. From Montreal she wen t by train directly 
to Beausejour. Andrew Zdrill met them in 
Beausejour with a wagon and team of horses and 
took them to the Rattray district to Mary Tymko, 
Grandma's eldest step-sister, who had immigrated a 
few years previously. It took them approxima tely 14 
days to reach Canada. 

Grandma's voyage here was a very rough one. 
They encountered bad storms which made 
everyone very sea sick, except the two shipmates 
and Grandma's father who weathered through 
everything. 

Grandma remained at Louis Oneschuk's 
{formerly Bill Oneschuk's place, south of the Cross 
Roads Store} in the fall of 1905. During the winter 
Grandma left the Oneschuks and joined her father 
and sister Pearl. Spring came and Pearl married 
Onophon Kruk. Grandma's dad took a homestead 
on the range line and lived in Allegra. Aone room log 
house was built. Grandma lived there that summer 
and winter and the following summer. The next 
winter Grandpa and Grandma were married. 

Grandpa arrived in Beausejour at age 13 and 
settled on a farm which happened to be up for tax 
sale. Another knowledgeable person paid the $100. 
and Grandpa had to leave. Grandpa and his father 
and mother, along with two sisters and a brother 
moved to Winnipeg and spent the winter sawing 
wood by hand for residents in north Winnipeg. In 
spring they returned to Brokenhead and bought a 
farm for $500. It consisted of 160 acres and was 
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located one and a half miles east of Allan Trombo's 
farm. 

A two room log house was built on the 40 acres 
inherited from Grandpa's fa ther. Grandpa's mother 
and sisters plastered the walls. When Grandpa and 
Grandma were married on January 29, 1907, 
Grandma replastered the walls until they were 
smooth. They were then white-washed. They lived 
in this house for 11 years. In 1918 they bought 
another 80 acres. Grandpa and Grandma then 
dismantled their house and moved and re-built it on 
their new property. They still reside there today. 

Nick Wologroski helped rebuild the present 
home. The finishing of the house was done by 
Andrew Bosak. The furniture was all homemade 
and built by himself. Their utensils consisted of cast 
iron frying pans and pots, etc. 

The home was heated by a wood stove and 
box stove. It was all heated by wood. The only 
lighting was with coal oil lamps. Their water supply 
came from a hand-dug well. The water supply was 
limited so water was used sparingly. Some water 
was hauled in wooden barrels by horses from a 
distance of approximately a half a mile. 

Wild game was not obtained because they 
never had the means with which to hunt. Large 
gardens were grown with enough produce to last 
through the long winter months. Large barrels of 
sauerkraut and dill pickles were made ready for the 
long winters ahe-ad. Grandma picked wild fruits and 
berries for summer use. Cranberries were picked 
and jam was made. Mushrooms {pidpenky} were 
picked and dried for winter use. Flour was 
purchased in Beausejour at the flour mill. 

Spring flood at the Struss farm in 1927. 



Most clothing was homemade. Materials (or 
remnants) were purchased by trading such things 
as eggs, milk, cream and bu tter in town. Men's shirts 
and women's and children's clothing were 
handmade. Other articles such as shoes, were 
purchased in town. Farmers that raised sheep 
traded wood for other things. Wool was spun at 
home for making mitts, stockings and socks. 

Oxen were used as their first means of 
transportation. Later horses were bought. Wagons 
were used during the summer months and sleighs 
were used during the winter. Mostly Grandpa and 
Grandma did what everyone else did in those days. 
They walked. Sunday was a day of worship and 
church being two miles from home, they would 
have to start out early. Trips were made to town 
only when something was desperately needed. 

The railway was here before Grandpa and 
Grandma immigrated to Canada. 

The first automobile was owned by George 
Kunderman. It was a Model T Ford. It was 
purchased around 1916. 

The first stationary engine was owned by Alex 
Tymko. It was a stationary engine (drawn by horses 
to transport) and used to drive threshing machines. 

The first steamer tractor was owned by 
George Kunderman in 1906. 

A school was used as a community centre for 
such things as concerts and public meetings. 

Grandpa and Grandma received the Ukrainian 
paper weekly in the mail by subscription. 

Picnics were about the only social activity 
Grandma and Grandpa attended and these were 
mostly through the Church. They never had the 
time to participate in such sports as baseball and 
curling. 

Their first phonograph was bought in 1926 by 
their daughter, Carrie, who was working in 
Winnipeg. 

Quilting bees were common. 
The neighbourhood ladies gathered 
together to pluck the feathers from 
geese, ducks and chickens for quilts 
and pillows. They never had the time 
for partying after, but a cup of coffee 
and a friendly visit was enjoyed by all. 

Holidays were spent much as 
they are today. At Christmas the 
family all gathered together. Instead 
of having fancy decorations on a 
Christmas tree as we do now, they 
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used strings of popcorn, apples, 
oranges, biscuits and candies. On 
Christmas Eve it was their custom to 
line the floor with hay as in the stable 
where Jesus was born. 

Home remedies were used for 
illnesses and pains. Camomile Tea 
was used for soothing the stomachs of 
newborn children. Garlic was crushed, 
placed in a cloth, and applied to the 
soles of the feet to relieve a bad cold. 

A doctor used to come to Beausejour once a 
week to attend to patients. He did not make house 
calls. Mid-wives travelled from home to home 
delivering babies. Mrs. Pedwinski (Mrs. Katie 
Krawchuk's mother) was one of these women. 
There was no set fee. What one could afford to give 
was sufficient. 

The nearest store to Grandpa and Grandma 
was in Ladywood. It was owned by Gables. Coffee, 
tea, flour, sugar, etc. were bought in the store. some 
cash was used and the rest was by barter. Pedlars in 
summer would come walking door to door selling 
small items such as pins, needles and thread. The 
first mail order catalogues were received around 
1909 from Eaton's. 

The mail arrived once a week by train in 
Beausejour. Gables Store had a post office and the 
mail was delivered there by horse. 

Joe Struss and son Bob at the farm in 1950. 

The land was cleared by hand. Axes and saws 
were used to cut down the trees. Horses were used 
to pull out most of the stumps. Horses were then 
used to plough the land. The grains grown on the 
farm were mostly wheat, oats and barley. Binders 



were later used and stooking was done by hand. 
Threshing was a community affair. Neighbours 
would gather at one farm at a time. The work was 
done by one of the farmers who owned the 
threshing machine. In this way everyone worked 
until the crops were in. Some hay was sown but 
mostly it grew wild. Livestock was kept in barns 
during the winter. Hay and straw was their source 
of food along with some grain. Pigs, chickens, ducks, 
geese and turkeys were also raised. Self-propelled 
machinery came to Brokenhead in the late 40's. 

Most of the neighbours who immigrated to the 
Beausejour area remained there until their deaths. 
People did not usually move away in the 30's during 
the Depression. They made do with what they had, 
even though the times were hard. The hardships 
during the Depression were many. Wheat sold for 
25¢ per bushel, weanling pigs were sold for 25¢ each, 
and cows were sold for $12.00. A calf was sold for 
about $2.00. 

Floods were one of the hardships endured. At 

times grain had to be cut down with sickles because 
the water was so high. 

Grasshoppers were also a threat, especially 
during the Depression years, when they somehow 
ate everything in sight. 

There are many changes noted by Grandma 
and Grandpa. These include: cars, trucks, trains, 
buses, planes, good roads, electricity, tractors, 
combines, radio, T.V. and telephones. All of these 
things have made life easier for everyone. 

On June 11, 1976 Grandpa (Peter Struss) 
passed away peacefully in his sleep. He left to mourn 
his wife Anna (now resident of East Gate Lodge 
Nursing Home), his son Joe and wife Helen (who 
still reside on the home place), his grandson Bob and 
wife Carol, and a great grandson Danny, his 
daughter Carrie Stefaniuk, and granddaughter 
Mary (who passed away December 2, 1980), 
husband Roy Fieblekorn, and great grandchildren 
Angela and David, all of whom reside in Beausejour. 

By: Carol Struss. 

Louis Stupak Family History 

Louis Stupak was the son of John Stupak and 
his wife Susan. They emigrated to Canada in 1892, 
settling on a farm in Ladywood. They had eight 
children: Joseph, Louis, Walter, Paul, Mary Janczyn, 
Rosie, Stella Ilchena, and Carrie Broda. Son Walter 

and daughter Carrie are both deceased as are the 
parents. 

Louis is now retired and living with his son, 
Walter, in Beausejour. 

Michael Popiel Family History 

Michael Popiel and Stella Popiel (nee Sys) 
were born in Suchowola, Brody, Austria. In 1921 
they emigrated to Canada, settling in Ladywood on 
an 80 acre farm. 

Mr. and Mrs. Popiel had five children: Julia 
Woligrocki; Bernice Matychak of Green Bay; Joseph 
Popiel of Pine Falls; Frank Popiel of Ladywood; and 
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Michael Popiel of Winnipeg. 
They farmed until 1957 when they retired and 

made their home in Beausejour. Their son, Frank, 
farms the home place. Mr. Popiel died in 1967. His 
wife, Stella, is now 86 years of age and lives in a 
senior citizens home, the Twin Oaks, in Beausejour. 



Ernie Novakowski Family History 

Ernie Novakowski's father was John Nova
kowski. John was born in 1900 in Lad ywood, to Mary 
and Andrew Novakowski. He worked in Detroit 
and Winnipeg. John settled on his parent's 
homestead and worked with many threshing gangs. 

Anne (nee Harasym) was born to John and 
Mary Harasym in 1903 at Brzezany, T arnopol, 
Poland. Anne's father, John Harasym, left Poland to 
come to Canada in 1912 and worked at the glass 
factory in Beausejour. Mary Harasym (nee 
Kochonowski) came to Canada in 1914 on the last 
boat before the war. With her came her children: 
Anne, Kay (Nejedley), John and Nick. Mary and the 
children stayed in Winnipeg over the winter. When 
spring came they moved to the farm. Mother Mary 
died around 1916. She had one child a year earlier. 
Anne, being the oldest, was left to tend to the young 
children. 

Anne married John Novakowski in 1927. They 
had two children, Ernie and Irene. Anne passed 
away in September of 1967 and John inJuly of1967. 
They are survived by one son, one daughter, and 
seven grandchildren. 

John and Anne Novakowski, 1927. 
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Ernie and Irene Novakowski, 1944, children of John and Anne 
Novakowski. 

Back row, left to right: Ernie Hlady, Grace Novakowski, 
Jocelyn (nee Schnellert), Robert, Ernie, Randy. Front row: 
Debra and Mrs. Mary Gabel, 1980. 

Son Ernie took over the farm after the death of 
his parents and presently is living on the homestead. 

Ernie married Grace Gabel in 1954. They had 
three children: Debra, Robert and Randy. 

Debra married Ernie Hlady and they live in 
Ladywood. Ernie works for the Town of Beausejour 
and Debra works in the Brokenhead Municipal 
Office. They have one daughter, Kirstyn. 

Robert married Jocelyn Schnellert in 1980 and 
they live in Regina where Robert works for the 
Saskatchewan Telephone and Jocelyn is a hair
dresser. 

Randy works as an apprentice at CN. 
Ernie's sister, Irene, married Tony Gmiterek 

and they live in Cloverleaf. They had five children: 
Karen, Russel, Ernie, Dale and Bonnie. Russel 
works at the Garson Quarry and Bonnie is at home. 
Karen married Phil Winnicki and they live in AnoIa. 

By: Ernie Novakowski. 



Fuerst Family History 

In the period between 1903 and 1927 four of 
the nine children of Michael Fuerst left Eastern 
Europe to emigrate to Canada and Manitoba. They 
settled in the rich farm land of the districts of 
Golden Bay, Green Bay and St. Ouens, east of 
Beausejour. 

Some 80 years later there are over 100 
descendants of Michael Fuerst spread throughout 
Canada and the United States. 

As far as the history of the family is concerned, 
the origins of the Fuersts stem back to the Sahr 
Valley in Germany. There is one historical note 
remembered by the late Louis Fuerst, and that is 
that his great grandfather took part in a major 
European War as a soldier. It may have been the 
Franco-Prussian War. 

By the late 1800's, Michael Fuerst and his wife 
(her name is unknown) were settled in Poland, just 
outside of Warsaw, then a part of Russia. 

Many of their children were born in and 
around 1880-1900. Gottlieb was the oldest of the 
nine children and he was the first to emigrate to 
Canada with his wife Paulina in 1903. They farmed 
in the Green Bay area and were the parents of 11 
children. They were Emma Recksiedler, who died in 
1943; Apollina Wenzel, who died in 1955; Lydia 
Herman of New Westminster, B.C.; MarthaJentsch 
of Winnipeg; Holdina Lentz of Beausejour; Martha 
Tonn of Winnipeg; Madeline Urbanski of Beause
jour; Gustav of Winnipeg; August of Beausejour 
who died in 1981; Roy of Golden Bay; and Bill of 
Beausejour. 

Gottlieb and Pauline Fuerst. 
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Gottlieb's wife, Paulina, died in 1959 and 
Gottlieb died in 1945. 

About the same time that Gottlieb came to 
Canada, a sister, Melia and her husband Ed 
T ocholke, also emigrated to Canada. They settled 
on a farm in the Green Bay area. They had four 
children: Anne of New Westminster, B.C.; Lydia 
Zanke of Winnipeg; Leonard of Winnipeg now 
deceased; and Lena of Winnipeg. Melia died just 
prior to the Second World War and Ed died in 1960. 

During the time that Gottlieb and Melia and 
their families left for Canada in 1903, there were 
troubled times in Russian Poland as many German 
families were expelled from the country. Michael 
and his family worked their way to the Ukraine, but 
things weren't much better there either, as the 
Ukrainian people were hostile towards their 
settlement. 

The First World War and the Russian 
Revolution took its toll. Two of the family members 
died on the same day because of an epidemic. In 1917 
the Bolsheviks forced the Fuersts off their farm and 
they were able to get away on a train to Siberia 
where things were not any better. Starvation and 
bitter winter prevailed. Following the death of the 
mother, Michael had a hard time supporting the 
family. In order to sustain their needs, father 
Michael took son Louis aside and told him to get 
married as they required a housekeeper to cook and 
wash clothes. Louis married a young girl named 
Albertina Rader. A short time after that the father 
died. 

In 1924 brother William left for Canada. Louis, 
Albertina, and their infant child, Irvin, of Golden 
Bay, and Martha Nault, also of Golden Bay got 
sponsorship from Gottlieb to come to Canada. That 
was in 1927. They arrived in Liverpool, England and 
then boarded a ship for Montreal. From there they 
took a train for the west, arriving in L ydiatt, 
Manitoba. There they were met by Chris Huber. 
Louis and his family met the other families. It had 
been 24 years since he had seen Gottlieb and Melia. 

After settling in Green Bay, Louis farmed in St. 
Ouens by the present Brokenhead River bridge. In 
the mid 1930's the family moved to Golden Bay to a 
farm along the c.P.R. railway. In the meantime the 
family grew. Albertina gave birth to: Elsie Hankins 
now of Dallas, Texas; Olga Buss of Golden Bay; 
Lydia Richter of Beausejour; Irene Spence of 
Minneapolis, Minn.; and Eric of St. Ouens.1t was in 
the early years of World War II that Albertina died. 
In 1944 Louis married the former Tillie Trapp, 
whose husband William had died. 

Louis' family expanded again with Tillie's 
children: Arlene Richter of Golden Bay; Ken Trapp 



of Golden Bay; Cecelia Latham of Saudi Arabia; and 
Mickey Trapp of Langley, B.C. In 1953 Louis and 
Tillie and the younger members of the family, 
including grandson, Dennis, moved to Beausejour. 
Louis worked for man y years as a carpen ter and also 
managed the Gateway Restaurant in the early 
1960's. 

Louis, who was the youngest of Michael's 
children, died in August of 1971. Tillie is semi
retired and lives on Dale Avenue in Beausejour. The 
surviving member of the four who emigrated to 
Canada is William. William came to Canada under 
the sponsorship of brother Gottlieb. He married 
Toala Pohl. They had five children: Julius of Dryden; 

William and Natalia Fuerst. Taken in Russia in the 1920's. 

Louis Fuerst with daughters, Lydia & Olga. 
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Roy of Thunder Bay; Bill of Dryden; Alma Gingras 
of Thunder Bay; and Leo of the North West 
Territories. William also settled in Green Bay for a 
time, but lost his wife in the spring of 1927. He 
remarried, taking as his wife Emma Tocholke. They 
had two children, Emil of Winnipeg, and Elsie of 
Beausejour. William also farmed in Golden Bay, a 
half a mile away from his brother Louis. When 
William and Emma retired to Beausejour in 1958, 
their farm was purchased by Louis' son, Irvin. 
Emma died in 1971. Recently William, who turned 
93 in November of 1981, moved to a senior citizen's 
residence in Winnipeg. 

Louis Fuerst family. 



Bethel Family History 

William Bethel (1874-1953) arrived in Manito
ba from Monaghan Country, Ireland in 1891. He 
was the first member of a family of 12 including his 
father and mother to leave Ireland for Canada. 
Upon arrival he worked for a short period in the 
Brandon area. He then moved to North Dakota 
where he got started in business in the Village of 
Niche as a Standard Oil agent. 

In the late 1890's he came to Beausejour and 
took up a homestead about one mile east of town. 
The c.P.R. ran through the corner of his property. 
He entered into partnership with James Drysdale, 
father of Harold E. Drysdale, a former mayor of the 
town. The partnership was known as Drysdale and 
Bethel and they operated a livery stable on Park 
Avenue and Third Street. 

Once established in a thriving business, 
William was instrumental in bringing his parents 
and eight brothers and sisters to Beausejour. His 
father and mother stayed on in Beausejour, as did 
his brother David. His brother Samuel married 
Bella Hill of Smith Siding. The others moved on to 
various loca tions in Western Canada and the U.s.A. 

In the early 1900's David purchased Mr. 
Drysdale's share of the livery stable business, and 
the firm became known as Bethel Brothers. They 
expanded quickly and dealt extensively in oxen, 
horses and mules. Many carloads of broncos (wild 
horses) were purchased in Alberta, trained and 
eventually sold privately or at regularly held 
auctions to local farmers and settlers. They 
developed a working agree men t with James Ryan of 
Winnipeg (the Ryan family had a summer home on 
the Brokenhead River). During this period they 
brought several carloads of mules to Beausejour 
from Missouri. 

In conjunction with the livery stable business, 
they also sold farm equipment. Some of their 
agency lines included John Deere, Cockshutt,Adam 
Wagons, Red River Special, Case, Advance
Rumley, Studebaker horse drawn buggies and 
carriages, etc. They also became the first Ford 
dealers in Beausejour during the Model T days. 

About 1906, William purchased the King 
Edward Hotel which was located on Park Avenue 
directly opposite the Beausejour Hotel. Robert 
Bethel, eldest brother of the family, acted as 
manager and bar tender, and la ter purchased it from 
William. His son, Edley, went overseas during the 
First World War and was killed in action. His name 
appears on the monument located in the Beausejour 
Cemetery in honor of those who served and died. 
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The King Edward Hotel was the 
favorite saloon of the glass factory 
workers. The main entertainment 
offered was a black bear tied to a 
hitching post in front of the establish
ment. Jack McNab saw that order was 
maintained and acted as official 
bouncer. The hotel was destroyed by 
fire in 1916. 

In 1903 William married Phoebe Jane Wilson 
Shaw, a daughter of William R. Shaw, a member of 
the pioneer family that homesteaded along the 
Brokenhead River northeast of Ladywood in 1884. 
The Shaws later purchased most of the section 
north of Park Avenue. They had it surveyed and 
subdivided and it became part of what is now the 
Town of Beausejour. 

William served on the Town Council in 1912, 
the year Beausejour was incorporated as a Town. 
He later served as Mayor in 1938 and was also a 
member of the Brokenhead Municipal Council 
during the early years. His first wife, Phoebe Jane, the 
mother of his children, died following an auto 
accident in 1936. He later married Elsie Jones (1900-
1950 - another member of the Shaw family) and 
they retired in Winnipeg. 

William's family consisted of a daughter and 
five sons. Caroline (Cora), the eldest, was born in 
1904, attended St. Mary's Academy in Winnipeg 
and went on to become a registered nurse. She is 
now retired and living in Vancouver. 

William Jr. (Bill), the eldest son, was born in 
1905 and attended school in Beausejour. He 
pursued many sports and business activities in 
Beausejour. In partnership with Harry Black (a 
cousin), the B. & B. Transfer was formed in 1929. 
They carried on a general truck transport business 
between Winnipeg, Beausejour, Lac du Bonnet and 
Pine Falls for many years. In the late 1930's he 
obtained the International Harvester agency and 
operated a thriving business until the late 1940's. At 
one time during this period a partnership with 
William (Bill) Horodyski was formed, at which time 
the firm imported tractors by the carload from the 
U.S. He left Beausejour with his wife and family and 



established various new businesses. Finally he 
settled in London, Ontario, during the 1950's and is 
now retired there. 

Leonard (Len) was born in the King Edward 
Hotel on July 8, 1907. He was educated in 
Beausejour and Los Angeles and started his 
working career with the local Royal Bank branch. 
He moved to Los Angeles in the mid 1920's, 
expanding his interest in finance and investment 
along the way. Around 1930 he returned to 
Beausejour eventually going into business operat
ing the Commodore Restaurant at the corner of 
Park Avenue and Third Street. After a number of 
years in this venture he moved on to greener 
pastures in Brantford, Ontario. In Brantford he 
developed a large real estate and mortgage business. 
With several partners he was instrumental in 
building a chain of drive-in theatres, one of the first 
in Canada, all the while carrying on his financial 
business interests. He married Kay Surowiec, a 
Beausejour district girl, and they are now retired 
and living in Brantford. 

Clarence (Cy) was born in 1911, educated in 
Beausejour, and tried several small business 
ventures before purchasing the oil and farm 
equipment business of his father in the late 1930's. 
He served as a Beausejour Town Councillor in 
1939-41, ran successfully as a federal Conservative 
candidate in 1945, and generally took an active 
interest in community affairs. His business 
prospered and at one time he was the local Chrysler
Plymouth, John Deere, Imperial Oil, and Minnea
plis-Moline dealer simultaneously. After selling his 
business interests in 1947 he was active in mining 
exploration, stock brokerage, real estate and other 
related activities in both Winnipeg and B.C. His 
hobby was writing and for five years he served as a 
regular feature writer for the Toronto Globe and 
Mail and wrote other articles on the side. In 1933 he 
married Queenie Gogal of Beausejour. They are 
now retired in Victoria, B.C. 

George was born in Beausejour in 1917 and 
was educated there. He died in 1935. 

John was born in Beausejour in 1921. He 
attended St. John's College in Winnipeg and went to 
Trinity College, Toronto, obtaining a degree in 
theology. He became a minister of the Anglican 
Church and served in Manitou, Manitoba, St. 
Phillips Church, Norwood, St. John the Evangelist, 
Edmonton, and is presently at St. Mary's Anglican 
Church, Kerrisdale, Vancouver. He was made a 
Canon of the church while serving in Edmonton. 
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David Bethel was born in 1872 and came to 
Beausejour from Ireland in the late 1890's. He was 
associated in business with his brother William for 
many years. When the brothers sold their business 
to Strecker and Kaszowski in the early 1920's, David 
took up dairy farming on a substantial scale. His 
main farm was located one mile north of 
Beausejour. 

David married Elizabeth Hodgkin, the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. James Hodgkin, early pioneers in the 
Ladywood area. Before marriage Elizabeth taught 
school at the little red school house located one mile 
east of Beausejour. David, for many years, served as 
chairman of the Beausejour School Board and was 
Mayor of the Town from 1940 to 1945. 

David and Elizabeth had six children: five 
daughters and one son. They were: Alma, Martha, 
James, Violet, Patricia and another female child that 
died at an early age. Alma became a school teacher 
and married Herman Seig of Seig's Corner. They 
are now retired. Martha became a registered nurse 
and before retiring was a superintendent of nurses 
at the Winnipeg General Hospital. James worked 
for the Highway Department for many years after 
returning from overseas where he served with the 
Canadian army until 1945. He died several years ago 
and is survived by his wife Edith (nee McKillop). 

Mayor Dave Bethel (1940'5). 



Gustav Stebbe Family History 

Gustav Stebbe, together with his brother, 
Herman, came to Canada in 1903, after having 
completed a five year apprenticeship as a blacksmith 
in Russia. He settled in Winnipeg, and his first 
employment was with Schragge Metals, gathering 
buffalo bones on the prairies. Later he was 
employed by the CP.R. and then the CN.R. in the 
railway shops. He also worked as a blacksmith on 
the construction of the Winnipeg water line to Shoal 
Lake. 

On January I, 1912 he married Olga Lentz, 
daughter of Ludwig Lentz. Mr. Lentz was a Notary 
Public in Beausejour and also an insurance agent. 
Mr. and Mrs. Stebbe moved to Transcona where he 
got a job in the CN. shops. He stayed there until 
1916. They then moved to a homestead in Balsam 
Bay, Manitoba. He then sent for his mother and his 
brother, Fred, who were still in Russia. After their 
arrival in Canada they made their home with 
Gustav and his family in Balsam Bay. His mother 
died on the farm. 

Gustav and Olga (nee Lentz) Stebbe Jan. 1/1912. 
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Gustav and his wife Olga moved to Beausejour 
in 1921 where he started a blacksmith shop. 

They had eight children: Richard, Leonard, 
Edna, George, Ralph, Dorothy, Lawrence and 
Eleanor. Mrs. Stebbe died on November 12, 1925. 
She was 32 years of age. 

Gustav remarried in 1930 to Ma tilda Beger. He 
was very active inhis church,servingasa committee 
member. He retired in 1946 and moved to Kelowna, 
B.C He died in 1969 at 86 years of age. 

The oldest son, Richard, joined his father in the 
blacksmith shop in 1938. By that time the business 
developed into a regular machine shop. Upon his 
father's retirement, Richard took the business over, 
and operated it until 1978. The business had been in 
the family for 57 years. Richard married Martha 
Wenzel of Green Bay. They had two children, Alvin 
and Florence. 

Son Leonard was a pipe fitter by trade, and 
worked at the west coast. He joined the army at the 
outbreak of World War II. He was discharged in 
1943 on medical grounds. He died in 1970 at the age 
of 56. 

Leonard Stebbe, 1943. 



The Stebbe brothers (1945) left to right: George, Ralph, Larry. 

Edna married John Fedorco. She was co
owner, together with her sister Dorothy, of the 
Dor-Ed Drive Inn in Beausejour until 1968. The 
business is now known as the Chuckwagon. Edna 
now resides in Winnipeg. 

Ralph enlisted in the R.C.A.F. in 1941. He 
served in the northern outpost in Labrador and the 
Alaskan Highway, also with the U.N. Forces Air 
Transport in Egypt in 1957. He retired in 1966, and 
lives in Toronto with his wife Jean and two 
daughters, Sandra and Margaret. 

Dorothy married Art Selch of Beausejour. 
They live on a farm adjacent to the town. Lawrence 
married Ann Lewko of Beausejour. Eleanor was 
killed in a car accident just east of Beausejour. She 
was 12 years of age. A precedent was set when the 
parents sued for life expectancy of the child. This 
was the only case of such nature recorded, to be won 
in the British Empire at that time. 

George enlisted in September of 1939 in the 
1st Yorkton Light Anti-Aircraft Battery. He went 
overseas late in the fall of 1940, landing at Grenock, 
Scotland. Aldershot was the Canadian staging area 
at that time. He received further training in the field 
at Brighton, Eastbourne, Hastings and Worthing, 
with almost daily action on his guns. He was 
credited with one aircraft. In 1943 he was part of the 
invasion force landing in Sicily. The fighting 
continued up the Italian east coast. Just before 

The Gustav Stebbe children left to right: Larry, Ralph, 
Dorothy, Edna, George, Leonard, Richard. 
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Ortona he was wounded by an exploding anti
personnel mine. He spent three months in the 
hospital. When he recovered he tried to get back 
with his old Yorkton Unit, but with no success as the 
Anti-Aircraft Units were being disbanded, and were 
being turned into infantry units. He volunteered 
again, this time for the Lanark and Renfrew 
Regiment, giving up his sergeant's stripes to 
become a private. He left Italy in 1944 for France, 

going through Belgium and Holland to Nijmegen in 
Germany, where he was wounded again, two days 
before V.E.Day. He came back to Beausejour in 
1945. On returning to Beausejour he married 
Connie Trithart. They have three daughters: 
Cathy, Marilyn and Shelley, and one son, Greg. 
George is now engaged in the paint and wall 
covering business, "Walls Alive", in Calgary, 
Alberta. 

The Stebbe brothers in 1962 -left to right: Herman, Fred and Gustav. 
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Frank Kubesh Family History 

Frank Kubesh was born in the Village of Baseli, 
Bohemia, Austria in 1864. He married Mary 
Vodrazka of the same village. They had two 
children, son Frank Jr. and daughter Mary. In 1889 
the Kubesh family emigrated to the United States 
settling in Veseli, Minnesota. Mr. and Mrs. Kubesh 
became American citizens in 1896. Other children 
were born in United States. They were: Joseph, Jim 
and Ben, and a daughter who died at an early age. 

In 1902 Frank Kubesh and his family moved 
again, this time to Canada, arriving in Ladywood, 
Manitoba. They bought a farm. Frank was a 
successful farmer, and as time went on he enlarged 
his operation by acquiring more land. 

The Kubesh family belonged to the Sts.Peter 
and Paul Roman Catholic Parish in Ladywood, and 
at one time Frank served on the Parish board. He 
also served on the Ladywood School Board. The 
property upon which the present church and 
rectory stand was donated by Mr. Kubesh as a gift to 
the church. 

Joseph Kubesh in W.W.I. 
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Frank Kubesh (standing), Joseph, Mary (mother) holding Ben, 
Anna, Mary, Jim, Frank Jr. 

In 1920 son Joseph married Ann Mikolash of 
Ladywood, the daughter of one of the early 
pioneers. They had two sons, Ralph and Lawrence. 
That year, Joseph, having obtained his steam 
engineer's papers, bought a steam engine and a 
threshing machine. He did custom threshing for the 
farmers in the Ladywood area and the surrounding 
district until 1941. He also operated a saw mill, 
which was an asset in that part of the country since 
most people sawed their own lumber from the 
available timber then growing nearby. Joe also 
farmed land in the Stead area, now known at 
Fatima. 

. During the period 1927to 1929Joeworkedfor 
the Ford Motor Company in Detroit, but the farm 
beckoned him back, and in 1930 he returned to 
Ladywood. That year he was appointed as a member 
of the Manitoba Provincial Police, and served in that 
capacity until 1940 . The police position was on a part 
time basis only. 



Ann Kubesh. 

Frank Kubesh retired in 1930 and is now 
deceased. Joe retired in 1961, and made his home in 
Beausejour. Joe died in 1975. Ann, his wife, also died 
in 1975, predeceasing him by two months. 

Joe Kubesh and his wife Ann had two 
children, Ralph and Lawrence. Ralph married Lillian 
Anderson, the daughter of Minto Anderson and his 
wife Ann Polkowski. They had three children, 
Kenneth of Winnipeg, Carol Weselak of Ladywood, 
and Teresa Stebbe of Winnipeg. Lawrence married 
Virginia Wilk of Sand Hill. They have five children, 
all of Vancouver. They are: Allan, Donald, Kenneth, 
Patricia and Christopher. 

Joe's brothers, Frank and Jim, left the farm and 
obtained work in Winnipeg with the c.P.R. Sister 
Mary also left home and obtained work in 
Winnipeg. She married a Mr. Suttle. Upon his death 
she moved to Los Angeles where she made her 
home. She has since died. Ben Kubesh moved to 
Chicago and was employed by the International 
Harvester Company. Upon his retirement he 
moved to Arizona, where he now resides. 

Mark J. Panas Family History 

Mark J. Panas was born at Sandhill, Manitoba 
on May 5, 1939. He was formerly an ironworker, 
but is now a farmer. His parents were Peter Panas 
and Bertha Matychak. His grandparents were 
Nicolas Panas, Katherine Semenko, Samuel 
Matychak and Anne Chykowski. Mark's ethnic 
origin is Ukrainian. His religious background -is 
Greek Catholic. 

Mark Panas' wife is Jeanie Chorney. She was 
born at Winnipeg, Manitoba on June 9, 1941. She 
was formerly a teacher, butis now a housewife. Her 
parents were James Chorney and Frances Kwait
kowski. Her grandparents were John Chorney, 
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Anellia TeIchman, James Kwaitkowski and Anne 
Winzenowich. Jeanie's ethnic origin is Polish, 
German and Austrian. Her religious affiliation is 
Roman Catholic. 

Nicolas and Katherine Panas were sponsored 
by her brother, Semenko. They arrived in Canada in 
1901 with their family of five. They settled in the 
Sandhill district. Mrs.Katherine Panas was known 
as a local doctor. 

I, John Panas, am one of Peter and Katherine's 
nine children. Although Nicolas only had one son, 
he now has 10 great grandsons to carryon the Panas 
name. 



Peter and Angela Lewko Family History 

Peter, the son of Clem Lewko and Melanie 
Burban, was born in Lemberg, Austria on July 21, 
1892. At the age of 20 he immigrated to Canada, 
arriving in Montreal in the spring of 1912. After 
working in Montreal for a short time, he sent for his 
brother, Fred, and sister, Mary. Peter then moved to 
Hamilton, Ontario where he became an employee 
of International Harvester Company. 

Angela, the daughter of John Sikierski and 
Teenie Kopecki, was born in Cromwell in the 
Municipality of Brokenhead, Manitoba on August 
31, 1902. Angela's parents, together with their sons 
Joseph and Cornelius, and daughter, Petronella, had 
left a comfortable life in Poland and immigrated to 
Canada in 1902, settling into a harsh life of farming 
in the Cromwell district. Angela and her brothers 
received their elementary education at the 
Cromwell School. Her brother Cornelius went on 
to become a school teacher. Shortly after her 
father's death in 1917, Angela's mother sold the 
family farm to Peter Rumak and moved to 
Beausejour, settling into their new home on Fourth 
Street and Oak Avenue, which is the present site of 
the Twin Maples Senior Citizen's Home. Before her 
marriage, Angela was employed at the Winnipeg 
General Hospital. 

Peter and Angela were married in Beausejour 
in May of 1920. They settled into the family home 
with Angela's mother, who shortly thereafter, 
remarried and moved to Morden, Manitoba. She 
resided there until her death in 1933. Peter 
continued his employment with International 
Harvester in Hamilton and commuted to Beause
jour several times a year. After a few years he 
returned to Beausejour. Like thousands of 
Canadians in the 1930's, Peter and his family 
endured the hardships of the Depression. During 
this time, he was sporadically employed at odd jobs. 
After the Depression, Peter commenced employ
ment with the Provincial Department of Highways. 
He was forced into early retirementin 1957 due to ill 
health. Because of the love he felt for his adopted 
country, one of the happiest and proudest moments 
of Peter's life was on May 26, 1932 when he received 
his Canadian Citizenship. Peter Lewkopassedaway 
in his 79th year on June 26, 1971. His wife Angela 
had passed away earlier on June 10, 1955. 

Peter and Angela had five sons and two 
daughters who were born and raised in Beausejour 
and who received their elementary and high school 
educations at the local schools. 

Cazmir was born in 1922. He was a welder by 
trade. At the time of his death in January of 1969, he 
had been working on the Kettle Rapids Power Dam 
in northern Manitoba. 
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Peter and Angela (nee Siekierski) Lewko. 

Anne was born in 1924. She worked in several 
areas of office services for firms in Thunder Bay and 
then in Winnipeg until her marriage to Larry Stebbe 
of Beausejour in 1947. 

Edward was born in 1925. During his lifetime 
he worked as a carpenter on construction sites, as 
well as a high rigger during the installation of the 
telecommunications lines across Canada. At the 
time of his death in 1979, he was a resident of 
Beausejour and was employed with the Provincial 
Department of Highways. 

George was born in 1935. He graduated from 
the School of Forestry in New Brunswick and joined 
the Canadian Forestry Service, working out of Lac 
du Bonnet, Manitoba. After eight years he left this 
positiqn to go into granite sales. At present, he is a 
representative for Henroux Granite of Querceta, 
Italy, as well as being a major principal in Mid-West 
Quarries. This firm quarries stone in the White
shell Provincial Park in Manitoba. In 1964 George 
married Eleanor, the daughter of Jan and Jalmar 
Hindorf of Norquay, Saskatchewan. Eleanor's great 
grandfather, the Reverend Leonard Hindorf, came 
to Canada from Sweden to minister to the Swedish 
settlers in the Beausejour and Lac du Bonnet 



districts. Eleanor and George reside in Lac du 
Bonnet with their daughter Carolyn and son 
Timothy. 

Rose was born in 1937. She left Beausejour to 
reside in Winnipeg where she is currently employed 
with the Great West Life Insurance Company. 

Henry (Hank) was born in 1941. After high 
school, Hank went into sales, working out of 
Winnipeg, then Saskatoon. At present he is self
employed as a Manufacturer's Agent. Hank 
married Gail, the daughter of Jim and Muriel 
Wardley of Saskatoon. At present they reside in 
Winnipeg with their sons Corey and Curtis, and 
daughter Christine. 

Archie was born in 1943. He graduated from 
the University of Manitoba in Civil Engineering. 
Archie is married to Sherry, the daughterofJimand 
Mavis Chester of Winnipeg. They have two sons, 
Jeffry and Shawn, and are living in Calgary. At the 
present time Archie is Manager of Canadian 
Carborundum of Western Canada. 

The Lewko children left to right: George, Edward, Anne, 
Archie, Rose and Henry. Missing: Casmir. ., 
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John Sliva Family History 

John Sliva was born in Weschywiska, Poland in 
1880 and was the son of Andrew and Marie Sliva. 
He was a tailor by trade until he came to Canada. He 
married Anne, daughter of John and Katherine 
Guty, who were originally from Ruda Rurzaniecka, 
Poland. Anne came to Canada as a young girl and 
worked in Selkirk, Manitoba until she marriedJohn. 
They settled in Arborg, Manitoba and farmed there 
for many years until they moved to the Hazelglen
T yn~all ar~a in 1929. During this time they brough t 
up eIght chIldren: Frank, Mary, Michael, Joseph, Ed, 
Frances, Wally and Carol. John died in 1956 and 
Anne in 1972. 

Frank (Shaver) being the eldest, left Canada 
and moved to the United States where he spent 
most of his years at Long Island, New York. He 
married Sue, and they had three children, Robert, 
Frank Jr. and Sue Elaine. Frank died in 1962 at the 
age of 52. Sue now resides in-Westerlo, New York. 

Mary moved to the United States where she 
spent many years. She returned to Manitoba and 
married Clem Faryon. They moved to Ontario and 
raised five children: Mary Ann; Clifford; Donald, 
who ~i~d a~ a young age; Gloria; and Carol. Mary is 
now livmg m Guelph, Ontario. 

Michael farmed the land at home until he went 
into the army. He served with the Royal Canadian 
Army Service Corps and went overseas to England. 
Upon his return he married Florence Pleskacz of 
Sand Hill and settled in Winnipeg. He was a 
carpex:ter by trade. They moved to Thunder Bay, 
OntarIo where they have resided since. They have 
three children: Valerie who married Peter Morin; 
Darlene who married Roger Wheatly; and Michael, 
the youngest. 

Joseph moved to Toronto in his young years. 
He and his wife, Helen, lived there for many years. 
They moved to the United States and Joseph joined 
the American Army. After his discharge they 
settled in Miami, Florida where he worked for Pan 
A~erican Air Lines as a machinist. They have two 
chIldren, Joe Jr. and Joyce. Joseph is now retired and 
still resides in Miami. 

Frances married Sam Jerema of Elphinstone, 
Manitoba in 1941. He went into the army and 
served with the Royal Canadian Army Service 
Corps in England, Italy, France, Belgium and 
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John Sliva Family (Sept.1938) 

Holland. During this time their daughter Gerry was 
born. After the war in 1945 they settled in AnoIa, 
Manitoba and took up farming. Four more children 
were born: Phyllis, Kenneth, Peter and Cheryl. All 
of their children are married: Gerry to Cyril 
Holunga; Phyllis to Ed Marshall; Kenneth to 
Dorothy Marshall; Peter to Debbie Kuffner; and 
Cheryl to Grant Schick. 

Ed moved to Toronto as a young man. He 
joined the army and served with the infantry. He 
was a prisoner of war in Germany for six months 
until the war ended. Upon his return he married 
Lucille and settled in Windsor, Ontario. He is a 
machinist by trade and has worked for Champion 
Spark Plugs for many years. They have three 
children: Randy, Rick and Sandra. 

Wally married Vangie Wilchinski, daughter of 
Frank and Katherine Wilchinski of Walkleyburg, 
Manitoba. They settled in Winnipeg for a few years 
before moving to Fergus, Ontario. They have two 
children, Carol and Wally Jr. 

Carol, the youngest, married Stan Witoski of 
Tyndall in 1953. They settled in Winnipeg where 
they formed Bonner Construction. During this 
time they had three daughters, Joyce, Gail and 
Lynda. In 1963 they moved to Beausejour: where 
Stan was a bulk agent for Imperial Oil. Their son, 
Leonard, was born during this time. In 1981 Joyce 
married Richard Gmiterek and Gail married Curtis 
Baker. Carol and Stan now reside in Beausejour. 



George Mikolash Family History 

George Mikolash and his wife Barbara arrived 
in Canada from Lesnow, Poland in 1899. George 
served in the Austrian Army as a cavalry man and 
his training and love of horses carried into his farm 
life in Canada, as he took great pride in his horses. 

George Mikolash and his family were Roman 
Catholic and were members of Sts. Peter and Paul 
Parish in Ladywood. Mr.Mikolash also helped build 
the church and founded the Parish. 

George and Barbara Mikolash (early 1930's). 
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Mr. and Mrs. Mikolash had 13 children. Son 
John died in infancy. The others were: Frank of 
Kenora; Ann who married Joe Kubesh; Jenny Baker 
of Cromwell; Nettie Mikolash of Minomine, 
Michigan; Jack of Ladywood; Joseph of Vancouver; 
Barbara of Winnipeg; Rose Weselak of Vancouver; 
Lawrence of Toronto; Betty Hladun of Ladywood; 
and Jim of California. 



Lippmann Family History 

Dr. Henry Hugo Lippman. 

Dr. Henry Hugo Lippmann was born on 
March 17, 1919 in Winnipeg to Ann and 
F .L.E.{Peter) Lippmann. His father, Pete Lippmann, 
was manager of the Beaver Lumber Company in 
Beausejour for many years. 

Hugh was the eldest of three children. He had a 
brother Eric and a sister Hedy, now Mrs. Michael 
Stepaniuk of Seattle, Washington. 

Most of his school years were spent in 
Beausejour, and on graduation he attended the 
University of Winnipeg (United College), and the 
Medical College in Winnipeg. He interned at the 
St.Boniface Hospital and graduated in May of 1944. 

On March, 1944 he married Phyllis Paolucci, a 
registered nurse and graduate of St. Boniface 
Hospital. 

Phyllis was born in Sioux Lookout, Ontario to 
Leonard and Georgina Paolucci. 

In May of 1944 he took his Army Officers 
Training course at Brockville and Camp Borden, 
Ontario. He was then transferred to Camp 
Aldershot, Sydney, Halifax and Bedford. 

He received an honourable discharge from the 
army as Captain. He opened a medical practice in 
Beausejour in the days before there was a hospital. 
He thoroughly enjoyed practicing medicine, and 
was a devoted and dedicated doctor. He was also an 
ardent hockey fan and served as doctor for the 
Beausejour Hockey Club. 
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Dr. Lippmann enroute to Halifax in 1944. 

Dr. and Mrs. Lippmann on holidays. 

In September of 1958 he left Beausejour and 
took a post-graduate course in Urology at the Deer 
Lodge and Health Sciences Hospital. He practiced 
both at the St. Boniface and Victoria Hospital. 

He passed away on May 17, 1978 at the age of 
59, missed by his wife, his family and many friends 
and patients. 



Frank Witoski Family 

Frank Witoski was born in MariahilEr Austria 
on the 12th day of September in 1894. He came to 
Canada in 1912 at the age of 18 and worked in 
Winnipeg in a sausage factory. He met Katherine 
Oberek, daughter of John and Mary Oberek, who 
was working as a domestic in Winnipeg. They were 
married on November 5, 1918. 

They settled on a farm in the Tyndall area. 
They had five children: Bernice, Frances, Stan, Joe 
and Ted. While their family was growing, Frank 
served on the St.Mary's Roman Catholic Church 
Board and assisted in the construction of the 
church. 

Upon Frank's death in 1954, Katherine moved 
to Garson and lived there until moving to 
Beausejour in 1971 where she now resides at the 
Lion's Lodge. 

Bernice married John Komadowski, son of 
Frank and Pauline Komadowski, on October 5 
1940. They farmed in the Tyndall area and raised 
three children: Florence, Adeline and Bernard. John 
and Bernice have six grandchildren and one great 
grandchild. 

Frances married Frank Staska, son of Frank 
and Antonia Staska of Ladywood, on October 12, 
1946. They resided in the Tyndall area where Frank 
worked as a barber before moving to Winnipeg. He 
now works at .MacMillan Bloedel. Frank and 
Frances raised four daughters: Verna, Joan, Carol 
and Lorraine. They also have five grandchildren. 

Stan married Carol Sliva, daughter ofJohnand 
Anne Sliva of Tyndall, on October 10, 1953. While 
in Winnipeg Stan started Bonner Construction. 
After 10 years, Stan and Carol and their family of 
three daughters, Joyce, Gail and Lynda, moved to 
Beausejour where Stan became the bulk agent for 

Frank and Katherine Witoski. 

Imperial Oil. Shortly after, a son Leonard, was born. 
Stan retired after 18 years with Imperial Oil and is 
still active in the Beausejour-Brokenhead Agricul
tural Society, Broken/Beau Museum, the Knights 
of Columbus, plus numerous other activities. 

Rene Joseph Dawson (Witoski) married Pat 
Chercoe, daughter of Nick and Sophie Chercoe of 
Tyndall, on September 12, 1955. They resided in 
Winnipeg until 1968 and at that time returned to 
Tyndall. Joe is employed with National Defence. 
They have two sons, Kevin and Cameron. 

Ted married Joan Dunn of Winnipeg on 
August 15, 1953. He attended university and 
received his teacher's degree and continues as a 
principal in Winnipeg for the St.James School 
Divi~ion. Joan and Ted have four children: Terry, 
Laune, Kathy and Chris. They also have three 
grandchildren. . 

Richard Gmiterek, Stan Witoski, Curtis Baker, Joyce 
Gmiterek, Carol Witoski, Gail Baker, Linda Witoski and Len 
Witoski. 

990 



Wawryshyn Family History 

Paul and Anna Wawryshyn and son, Theodore 
aged two years, arrived from Austria in 1903 and 
settled in the Sandhill district. 

Dreadfully poor, they lived on sub-marginal 
land of bush and swamp. Starting with nothing, 
they had to do most of the work by themselves in 
order to survive. If a road or ditch was needed, it was 
constructed by hand or by statute labor. If a bag of 
flour was needed, it was carried from Beausejour. A 
three-teat cow was one of their first possessions -
purchased because it was only half the price of a 
regular animal, so it went with most requirements. 

The family grew to include three boys and 
three girls. The girls left home at age fifteen to take 
jobs as house-maids for 10 dollars per month while 
the boys worked out, or on the farm. 

In 1919, the Sandhill holding was sold, a small 
store and acreage were bought, and the family 
moved to Tyndall, Manitoba. Eldest son, Theodore, 
began operation of the store. He married Mae, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Weselake of 
Ladywood. For the next 55 years they spent their 
lives in business, operating a general store, 
restaurant, hotel and small contracting enterprise. 

Ted participated. in all local levels of 
government, first as amemberofthe Tyndall school 
board, then as its chairman for many years. He 
spent 10 years serving the Municipality of 
Brokenhead; six years as a councillor and four years 
as reeve. When schools were consolidated into the 
Agassiz division, he was elected as Tyndall's first 
represen ta tive. 

. Ted and Mae Wawryshyn, 50th wedding anniversary. 
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Mr. & Mrs. Nick Korduck and Mr. & Mrs. Paul Wawryshyn. 

Ted was a controversialfigure who was either 
strongly supported or equally as strongly, rejected. 
His greatest contribution was to act as a com~ 
munity representative) was to act as a spokes
man for the Ukrainian and Polish minorities. 
His close association with Clifford Barclay and 
William L ucko in the Manitoba Legislature and with 
John Turner and John Sinnott at the Federal level 
gained the ear of respective governments. An 
excellent speaker in Ukrainian, Polish and English, 
he spent much of his time on the political hustings. 

Ted and Mae had four children: Archie, Evelyn 
(Moroz), Bob and Clifford. Mary Wawryshyn 
became the wife of a Tyndall farmer, Nick 
Batenchuk. Their children were: Margaret (Ander
son), Olga (Bodnarchuk), Elsie (Mastaller), Gertie 
(Sokal), Kenny, Annette (Hayes) and Teddy. Nettie 
Wawryshyn married Nick Korduck of Selkirk, 
Manitoba and they made their home in Chicago, ill. 
They had two children, Ted and Laverne 
(Filipkowski). Stella Wawryshyn married George 
Hattley, a Winnipeg stationary engineer, and their 
children were Jeanette (deceased) and Lovella 
(McCorrie). Bill Wawryshyn remained a bachelor 
farmer in Tyndall and Michael Wawryshyn 
operated a trucking business. These children 
became successful in their chosen careers and were 
a credit to the family. 



Brokenhead River Valley 
By: Celia Kirkhope 

During the last quarter of the 1800's people of 
many different nationalities came to live and build a 
community where only forest once stood. This 
community has prospered and become a very fine 
place to live. 

Along the Brokenhead River, which is situated 
south of No.1 highway at a place called Brokenhead, 
a pile of rocks and a small trickle of water turns into a 
sometimes very purified river which empties into 
Lake Winnipeg. Settlers came from other parts of 
Canada and the British Isles. These people did not 
remain, as a sturdier group came from Europe, 
which have cleared the land and built a very good 
farming area. 

The first settlers came when the railroad 
was being built - so I have read in a letter from the 
engineer (Mr.Armstrong) who was located there. 
He said, "Today Mr.Campbell arrived with his six 
young daughters and wifej one was born shortly 
after they arrived and later three sons came." The 
engineer and his crew were very glad to be able to 
exchange food they had for milk, butter and eggs as 
Mr.Campbell had brought a couple of cows, 
chickens and a pig. This place was known as 
Campbell's Grove, which is now owned by a 
Mr.Urbanski. 

In the early 1920's John Campbell, one of the 
sons, came back. He lived here for a few years and 
then sold to James Ryan of Ryan and Fairs, who 
brought a very large herd of white-faced cattle. John 
Campbell then bought the McDonald farm and 
from there built up Campbell's Tourist Park. 
Mr.John Campbell died in 1928and that farm is now 
owned by a Mr.Meyers who operates a market 
garden. 

Archie Bruce was situated on the river past the 
McDonald farm and north of him Alex Wardell and 
the Labelles. Also, 3,4 of a mile north of SeIches 
corner is the Pescitelli farm, where Bob Davies (a 
glass blower) son Pinkie Davies was bornj at his 
grandmothers, Mrs.McKay, and daughter Mrs. 
Annie Daviesj and if living, still lives in Transcona. 
Pinkie Davies, as you will remember, participated in 
a lot of sports. Also along the river past them were 
other families including: Howlands, Acasters, 
Pitts, Shaws and Hodkins, who later moved to 
Beausejour. 

Mr.George Young, in 1897, came to a 
homestead near Lydiatt. Mrs.Young told stories of 
the time she held two horses the night the fire of the 
late 1890's swept over their farm. They then moved 
to Golden Bay. Mrs.Young stated that she was the 
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woman Ralph Conner wrote about in his book 
"Beyond the Marshes". Mrs.Young was a cousin of 
Nellie McClung and a relation of Reverend McLean. 

Just when the Towle family came to their 
homestead in the 1890's, other people settled along 
the river at Sinnott. Some were: Gibsons, Reids, 
Howlands, Sinnotts, Movitzs, Stantons, Hobans 
and Fawcetts. 

Johnny Sinnott came into Sinnott Siding, as it 
was known then, and built his home by the sand pit. 
His brother, Sylvestor, lived east of the river and 
that farm belongs to the Prill family. Jack Sinnott, 
former M.P. for Springfield, was a son. 

Gibsons lived north of the track and had built 
John Sinnott's house. They sold the property to 
Mr.Michael Bush, who was there about 15 years 
and also owned the Lanoway farm, in 1906. 
Mr.H.Bush took the farm over in 1909. The 
Robison family later took the farm over and it was 
bought by Arvid Larson. He sold the property to 
Reids, which is now owned by Dr.Otke. Howlands 
were next to the No.44 highway, which is now 
owned by Mr.Lyle Bush and Mr. Hildebrandt. 
Across No.44 was the Hoban homestead. They, 
along with the Fawcetts, came in 1888, as 
Mr.Fawcett was a son-in-law. The Fawcett farm 
was sold to Mr. Bush in 1918 and his son Clarence 
who is married to Mr. Fawcett's granddaughter still 
lives there. The Hoban farm is known as "Hoban's 
Park". 

The old red school house that stood at the 
second mile corner east of Beausejour was moved 
into Beausejour in the 1920's, and used until after 
World War II. It was sold to the Beausejour Legion 
for $1.00 with Gerry Hoban as president. It still 
stands on Ashton Avenue. Mrs.Howland taught 
the children from the area in the old red school. 
When the school was moved to Beausejour, Annie 
Fawcett was the first teacher and she later became 
the wife of the Honorable Peter Heneen, who was 
Minister of Labor in the McKenzie government. 
Mr.Armstrong stated that he brought his wife to 
"Stoney Prairie" in a buckboard and she was so 
pleased to rest that she called it Beausejour. This 
was in 1875. The Movitzes lived where George 
ChaIcroft lived for many years. Mr. Reifschneider 
had been a glass blower in Beausejour in the early 
1900's and passed away in the fall of 1975. 

Celia (Bush) Kirkhope, along with her family, 
came to Sinnott Siding, as it was known then but 
now called St.Ouens, in 1909. They lived in the old 
"Reid house". There was a small store and post 



office run by Mr. Calley and a sta tion looked after by 
a Mr. Joy. The old school was on the Sinnott farm, 
but was later moved Yz mile north. Train cars loaded 
every day in the old Sinnott sand pit. The rural 

students had none of the luxuries that the children 
in town have. They also wor ked on the farms owned 
by their parents. 

Donald H.Sobetski Family History 

Donald H.Sobetski was born in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba on December 3, 1950. He is self-employed 
at the Tire Shop. Donald's parents were John 
Sobetski and Josephine Kowalik. His grandparents 
were Kindrat and Justina Sobetski, Maxwell 
Kowalik and Mary Palechek. His ethnic origin is 
Polish and Ukrainian. His religious affiliation is 
Catholic. Below is a picture of Max and Mary 
Kowalik, taken in 1963. At the time of the 
photograph, Max and Mary had been married for 38 
years. 

Donald Sobetski's wife is Karen D.Wiebe. She 
was born on September 20, 1952 at Beausejour, 
Manitoba. Karen is a bookkeeper and a housewife. 
Her parents were John Wiebe and Doreen Herzog. 
Her grandparents were Abraham Wiebe, Anna 
Falk, Fredinand Herzog and Hulda Kretchmer. Her 
ethnic origin is German. Karen's religious 
background is Lutheran. 

Max and Mary Kowalik. 
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Bosak Family History 

Andrew Bosakiw was the son of Ivan and 
Barbara (Warwara Bachinsky). Andrew was born in 
the Ukraine in 1891 in the small village (Selo) of 
Zyzonmur, which was near the town (Provit) of 
Buchach. The nearest city (Oblast) was Ternopol. 

Andrew ventured alone to Canada in the very 
early 1900's. He came as far as Kenora where he got 
a job with the railroad on an' extra gang'. When the 
job was completed, Andrew decided to continue on 
to Winnipeg. Not being able to cash his pay cheque 
on the weekend, he decided to walk along the train 
track, as he didn't have any cash for a train ticket. He 
walked until he got to Whitemouth; from there he 
got a ride to Winnipeg. A tthis point in time, Andrew 
decided to drop the last two letters in his surname to 
make it easier to pronounce. 

Andrew met Annie Mosquin (1891-1958) in 
Winnipeg. After they were married they came to 
Brokenhead and lived with Annie's parents, John 
and Maria Mosquin, on NW 36-14-6£. They lived in 
a log house on the same yard. Two infant boys died 
before Michael was born in 1912. They had two 
other children, Stephen and Katie. Another infant 
son, Dimeon, died at the age of six months. 

Andrew and his family lived for a few years 
with the Mosquin family, until Andrew was able to 
purchase his own land. 

Andrew made a living as a carpenter. He built a 
lot of buildings in the area such as, barns, homes, 
granaries, as well as the Brokenhead School 
teacherage. He built a new larger house for John 
Mosquin, which was to be the first house to have 
siding on the outside of the log structure. After a 
new barn or granary was completed, the young 
people in the neighbourhood would have a dance. 
One such occasion was at Mosquin's when a 
granary was completed. The 'fun thing' to do 
besides dancing was to put spruce gum from the 
new lumber in the girls' hair. 

Andrew was also involved in an interesting 
project. After the land was surveyed, Prokop 
Chorney's house had to be moved over one half of a 
mile. This was done with one horse and a stump 
puller. For the period of a month while the house 
was being moved, the occupants continued living in 
it. 

Andrew purchased 40 acres (SW 35-14-7£) 
from Yakim Feschuk. He cleared an area large 
enough for a house. The poplar trees were hewn by 
hand for logs. The house that Andrew built had 
many windows and a second storey, which was not 
common at that time. A well was dug by hand to 
provide water. Approximately one acre was cleared 
and farmed. 
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Annie (Mosquin) and Andrew Bosak. 

Andrew rented out his land and kept working 
out. Later more land was cleared. 

In all the years Andrew worked, he had only 
one accident. He was building Peter Molinski's 
house when he fell and dislocated his shoulder. 
Dr.Bissett was the doctor in Beausejour at that 
time. The shoulder took a few months to heal; 
therefore, Mr.Molinski paid Andrew $86.00 a 
month as compensation. 

Andrew was paid $125.00 on the average per 
building. The meals had to be provided as well as one 
man to help. Andrew would take Mike when he was 
old enough to help. 

Andrew was also called upon to build caskets 
for the neighbours, as there were no funeral homes 
in the area. 

Before having a radio (battery), the family had 
a gramophone with a horn. Annie's favourite 
pasttime, besides making crepe paper flowers and 
sewing, was to listen to Ukrainian records. These 
were purchased at Ladywood at the Karpetz's store. 
Mike inherited his father's woodworking talent and 
built a beautiful cabinet for the gramophone. 

To provide extra cheer for special occasions, a 
mixture of sugar, potatoes and yeast were the main 
ingredients for a simple, but powerful brew. 

Neighbours visited a lot and exchanged stories 



about their homeland. 
Everyone travelled with horses or on foot. 

Some people like Andrew owned a bicycle. Later, 
some people owned cars. 

Hallowe'en was always the greatest fun. Most 
people had large families; therefore, there were a lot 
of young people. They would form groups and each 
group would try to scare the others first. As a result 
there were many hair raising experiences. 

In 1933 Andrew purchased (NE 26-14-7E) 60 
acres from John Lysak which had been owned by 
Frank Staska previously. Cattle were kept here, 
since there was a spring well with running water 
and some pasture. The original 40 acres was also 
under cultivation. 

Andrew decided to move his home to the new 
property. In order to move the log house, it had to be 
taken apart, log by log, and rebuilt on the new site. 
Every log had to be marked or numbered to make 
sure it was rebuilt correctly. 

Andrew worked out until he retired, due to 
poor health and failing eyesight, in 1954. The last 
building he constructed was his own new home in 
1956-57. He died on October 14, 1972 at the age of 
81. Annie pre-deceased Andrew on December 8, 
1958 at the age of 67 years. 

The children, Mike, Steve and Katie, attended 
White Poplar School, which was a mile away. 

As they got older, Mike and Steve took over the 
farming. They had purchased a tractor and 
necessary machinery. 

Mike took up well drilling and building small 
furniture such as chairs, tables and kitchen cabinets. 
Mike also did minor repairs on farm machinery 
using a forge and welder that he had in a small shop. 
The welder was powered by a stationary engine. He 
took up the challenge of building a few horse drawn 
cutters. Also, an extra source of income, was grain 
crushing every Friday for the farmers in the district. 

Mike married Jessie Mazur in 1938. They lived 
on the same yard as Mike's parents. Besides being 
the neighbourhood handyman, Mike did some 
carpentry work. He helped construct summer 
cottages at Caddy Lake in the Whiteshell when it 
first opened as a resort around 1944-45. In 1947-48 
Mike was on another job at Seven Sisters Falls 
building men's bunk houses for the men working on 
the dam. Andrew, Mike and Steve also built a few 
houses in Winnipeg. 

Between 1949 and 1953, after much trial and 
error, Mike built a working model of a power 
toboggan. These were purchased mostly by 
trappers and fishermen from up north as well as 
across Canada. There was always a machine around 
for joy riding and taking the children to school when 
the roads were not open. In 1965 Mike also 
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produced a "Snow King Sled". He kept up this 
business until 1972 when he retired due to ill health. 

Besides hunting and fishing, Mike's most 
enjoyable pasttime was playing a saxophone. He 
purchased his first saxophone in 1934 with money 
he earned harvesting out west. This brought about 
a three man band with James Bahry on the violin, 
John Kruk on the banjo and Mike on the saxophone. 
They played for many social gatherings in the area. 
This band stayed together for a few years. They 
discontinued playing when each member got 
married and started looking after a family. Around 
1948, Mike started up another band. Steve was on 
violin, Eddy Mazur on the banjo, Peter Kozyra on 
the accordian, and Rudy K ulbaba on a guitar. Before 
1955, Paul Saluk (on accordian), Nellie Greschuk 
(on accordian) and Evelyn (on accordian) had played 
with the band for short periods of time. By 1955 the 
band members had changed with Henry Basiuk on 
violin, Anton Mazur on the banjo, Leonard 
Molinski on the accordian and Ken Cybulsky on 
drums. Rudy Kulbaba and Mike were the only 
original members. This group was quite popular for 
many years. They had occasion to play in many 
places throughout the province. 

John Kruk, Mike Bosak, James Bahry. 

The names for the different bands were: 
Mike's Orchestra; Mickey and his Polka Band; 
Mickey and his Vocal Chords; and Music by 
Mr.Mike. 

The last group disbanded in 1973. Mike and 
Jessie raised five children. Connie, the eldest, 
married Paul Krawchuk. They have four children: 
Robert, Blaine, Brenda and Trevor. Connie is a hair 
stylist by profession and is presently employed by 
Carol's Boutique in Beausejour. 
Beatrice married Donald Tymko. They have five 
children: Lynne, Timothy, Wendy, Daniel and 
Susan. She is presently employed as an Instruction
al Aid at John de Graff School in Winnipeg. 



Mike and Jessie Bosak, 1972. 

Bosak family 40th anniversary, 1978. Back row: Merlin 
Maslanka, Timothy Tymko, Donald Tymko, Ronald Bosak, 
Shirley Maslanka (Bosak), Ronald Olynick, Robert Krawchuk, 
Blaine Krawchuk. Second row: Lynne Tymko, Beatrice Tymko 
(Bosak), Marielle Bosak (Gevaert), Philip Bosak, Darryl 

996 

Judith married Ron Olynick. They have three 
children: Darryl, Darren and Randy. She is a 
hobbyist and does some work with pottery and 
ceramics in Oakbank where they reside. 

Shirley married Merlin Maslanka. They have 
no children. They live in Birds Hill. 

Ronald attended the University of Manitoba 
for four years after graduating from Beausejour 
Collegiate. He graduated with honors in Zoology. 
They have two children, Philip and Eric. He is 
presently employed at Versatile Manufacturing 
Company, a division of Versatile Cornat Corpora
tion, as a technical analyst. 

Steve remained a bachelor and worked on the 
farm until it was ren ted ou t. He presently resides on 
the same property. 

Katie married Max Boyko in 1941. They 
moved to Vancouver. They have three children: 
Helen, John and Larry. 

Helen married Clyde Holmes. They have four 
children: Leonard, Alan, Eileen and Joey. They 
reside at Ucluelet, on Vancouver Island. 

By: Mike Bosak and Connie Krawchuk. 

Olynick, Judy Olynick (Bosak), Brenda Krawchuk, Paul 
Krawchuk. Third row: Wendy Tymko, Daniel Tymko, Susan 
Tymko, Darren Olynick, Trevor Krawchuk, Connie Kraw
chuk (Bosak). Front row: Mike Bosak, Jessie Bosak (Mazur), 
Randy Olynick. 



Steve Kolton Family History 

Steve Kolton was seven years old when he 
came to Canada with his parents. Steve married 
T eenie Krawchuk and they raised nine children: 
Annie, John, Mary, Nellie, Loretta, Alice, Edith, 
Hazel and Ted. Steve farmed and was the 
neighbourhood "animal doctor". 

Annie is single. John married Ann Maybroda. 
They had one son, Joe. Mary married Pete 
Bruchanski. They had three children: Grace, Brian 

and Karen. Nellie married Pete Tesarski. They had 
three children: Debbie, Richard and David. Loretta 
married Pete Hanchar. They had three children: 
Joanne, Tom and Patricia. Alice married Steve 
Bruchanski. They had two children: Linda and Glen. 
Edith married Bernard Shuper. Hazel married 
Henry Hoplock. They had three children: Sharon, 
Ted and Bob. Ted married Adeline Luchiw. They 
had one son, Kenneth. 

Left to right: Mary, Annie, Edith, Mother Teenie, Adeline, Ted, Father Steve, John, Ann, Alice and Hazel. 
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Steve Kolton born in 1890 passed away Jan. 26/1958. 

Teenie Kolton and Loretta and daughter. 

John and Catherine Kozody Family History 

John Kozody was born in Brokenhead in 1910, 
the son of Paul Kozody and Mary Pawlyshyn. Paul 
and Mary were Ukrainian immigrants from Galicia, 
a Ukrainian province that was then under the 
control of the Austrian Empire. The Kozody family 
settled on a farm in the Lowland area. 

Catherine Wolanin was born in 1919, the 
daughter of Theodore Wolanin and Annette 
Dankovitch, both of whom were Ukrainians living 
in Galicia. At this time Galicia was controlled by 
Poland. Catherine came to Canada immediately 
after the end of W.W.II in 1945. She married John 
Kozody and they had three children: Raymond, Lilly 
and Eddie. 

Raymond Kozody was born in 1952. He 
attended schools in Beausejour and the University 
of Manitoba, where he obtained a Doctor of 
Medicine degree. Dr.Kozody is now practising 
medicine in the State of Washington. He is a 
specialist in anesthesia. 
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John and Catherine had twins in 1955. Lilly and 
Eddie both attended Beausejour schools, and both . 
went to the University of Manitoba. Lilly has 
completed a Master of Science degree and is 
working towards a PhD. degree. She is a medical 
researcher at the Health Sciences Centre in 
Winnipeg. Eddie also commenced studies in Science 
at the University of Manitoba. 

John Kozody works as a janitor at the 
Beausejour Post Office. John and Catherine are 
members of the Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Beausejour. 

The Beausejour-Brokenhead community is 
proud of the Kozody family and its children. 
Raymond, Lilly and Eddie have demonstrated thatit 
is possible to be successful in Canada, regardless of 
one's origins. The members of the Kozody family 
have become good Canadians, but they have not 
forgotten their Ukrainian heritage. 

By: Michael Czuboka. 



Houghton Family History 

Doug Houghton was born on January 14, 1947 
in Toronto, Ontario. He is the son of Lome 
Houghton and Myrtle White, both of whom were 
born in Ontario. His ethnic origin is English and his 
religious affiliation is Anglican. He is a municipal 
planner by profession. 

Alyn Houghton was born on April 16, 1951 in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. She is the daughter of Albert 

Lynch and Marion Swanson. Her ethnic origin is 
English, Swedish and Scottish and her religious 
affiliation is Anglican. She is a nurse by profession. 

The Houghtons have three children: Sean, 
William and Jocelyn. 

Doug plays hockey in the local industrial 
league and baseball for the "Mad Batters". He also 
operates a photography business. 

Sam Kolton Family History 

Sam Kolton bought his farm from his parents. 
He married Annie Osadchuk and raised 11 children. 
The farm is still being operated by the children. This 
farm has been in the family since 1899. 

Ethel married Mark Minar. They had three 
children: Shelly, Sherri and Mark. Adeline married 
Albert Wolfram. They had five children: Allan, 
Joyce, Gail, Tyrone and Julia. Betty married Ron 
Cornwell. They had two children: Heather and 

Blaine. Harry married Carol Beloungier. They had 
two children: Teresa and Brent. Judy married Allan 
Drein. They had two children: Darren and Cindy. 
Ernie married Sally Nenza. They had one daughter, 
Kim. Danny married Marilyn Kraynyk. They had 
two children: Laura and Tammy. Leonard and 
Kenneth remained single. Diane married Gary 
Stepaniuk. They had two children: Shannon and 
Bradley. Randy married Donnie Wenzoski. 

Homestead farm of Sam and Anne Kolton (October 1942). Pictured: Ethel, Adeline, Betty, Ernie, Judy and Harold. 
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Sobovitch Family History 

In 1904 Dick and Elizabeth Sobovitch and their 
son, Joe arrived in Canada from Poland. The 
Sobovitch family came to Cooks Creek where they 
lived until 1919 . They farmed and Dick also worked 
in the quarries. 

In 1919 they moved to Libau. They farmed 
while in Labau. In 1936 they moved to Garson. 
They lived right in Garson as Dick was again 
employed with the quarries. 

Dick and Elizabeth had eight children: Mary, 
Martin, Andy, Johnny, Frank, Alex, Elsie and Peter. 

Joe married Marie Longtin. They had six 
children: Ross, June, Edward, Edna, Dennis and 
Denise. Joe has since passed away. Mary married 

William Thorins and they reside in Winnipeg. 
Martin drowned in 1936. Andy married Kaye 
Woshinski. They have two children and reside in 
Libau. Johnny married Chris. They have two 
children, Jack and Bob, and reside in Ontario. Frank 
resides in Garson. Alex married Judy Anderson. 
They have three children: Barry, Lois and Nancy. 
They also live in Garson. Elsie resides in Vancouver. f: 
Peter married Doris. They have three children: 
Sharon, Peter and Tony. They live in Ontario. 

Dick and Elizabeth remained in Garson for the 
rest of their lives. Dick died in 1952 and Elizabeth 
died in 1978. 

Roman Kolton Family History 

There were two brothers, Roman and Maxim, 
and a sister, Julia Bially, in the Kolton family. 

Roman Kolton (October 15,1856 to Septem
ber 5, 1922) married Maria (November 5, 1863 to 
May 2, 1937). Roman had purchased the Reid farm 
from Robson in 1900. They had no children. 

Maxim Kolton was born in Austria in 1863. His 
wife Helen (nee Zaharodney) was born in 1866. Life 
was very hard in the 1800's so when posters went up 
advertising land in Canada for $10. or $15., Maxim 
decided to come to Canada with his family: wife 
Helen, grandmother, Sadie Kolton, and children, 
Mary, Steve, Sam and Dora. They left Austria in 
1898 by train. They arrived in Amsterdam and there 
boarded a ship. The ship took them to Halifax and 
from there they came by train to Beausejour. They 
got a homestead in Brokenhead (SW 14-15-7E) 
where they raised their family of eight children: 
Mary, Steve, Dora, Sam, Mike, Ann, Lottie and 
Paul. 

Mary was their first child. Steve (1890-1958) 
married T eenie Krawchuk. Dora married William 
Krawchuk. They had seven children: Steve, Mary, 
John, Mike, Annie, Peter and Harry. Sam married 
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Maxim and Helen Kolton (1930's) 

Annie Osadchuk. Mike is single. Ann married Fred 
Kushnir. They had four children: Mary, Harry, 
Olga and Ethel. Lottie married Metro Skihar. They 
had three children: Tom, Harry and Ann. Paul died 
at the age of nine years. 



Nicholas Stryk Family History: 

Nicholas John Stryk was a long time resident 
and teacher in Ladywood. He came to Canada with 
his parents at the age of five. He lived all his life in 
Ladywood. After attaining his teacher's certificate, 
he taught in Ladywood for 29 years, and during that 
time he made his influence felt in most of the 
community activities. He was especially proud of his 
school and the students he taught. Although not a 
disciplinarian in the strict sense of the word, he was 
able to instill in his pupils order and self control in 
and out of school. The school grounds were always 
neat and well kept. 

Being fluent in both English and Ukrainian, 
Nick was a great help to the elderly people who may 
have been in need of a translator or interpreter. 
Being appointed a Notary Public he could attend to 
completion of legal documents and their interpre
tations. 

In 1941, Nick Stryk was elected to the 
Manitoba Legislature as a Liberal for St. Clements 
Constituency. In the 1949 General Election he was 
again elected to the Manitoba Legislature for the 
Constituency of St. Clements. Two months after he 
was married to Elizabeth Neyedly, he died. 
Surviving him is his widow, Elizabeth, and his 
brothers; John of Inwood, Manitoba, Michael of 
Detroit, Michigan, Alex of Winnipeg, William of 
Dugald, Manitoba, his sisters; Mary Kulbaba of 
Dugald, Doris Barski of Ladywood, Ann Soroski of 
Regina, Saskatchewan, and Irene McCree of East 
Selkirk. 
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Nick Stryk was an ardent supporter of sports. 
He worked hard for Ladywood and was a good 
influence on his students. Today he is remembered 
and admired by his former students and his friends 
and neighbors. To all of them he was a good friend. 

Nicholas John Stryk. 



Joe Urbanski Family History 

In Austria, at Rava Ruska Belzec, there lived 
the family of Joe and Mary Urbanski. They had four 
children: Tom, Peter, Pauline and John. Mary, Joe's 
wife, died in Poland. Joe, with his family, then 
decided to come to Canada. They arrived in June of 
1900. They travelled as far as Beausejour where 
they settled in the Cromwell District on a farm. 
There Joe farmed and brought up his four children. 
Tom, the eldest, married Ludwiga Choep; Peter 
married Mary Omichinski; Pauline married George 
Schreyer; and John married Katie Ilchena. 

Tom and LudWiga (nee Choep) had five 
children: Carrie, Mary, Joe, John and Anton. 

Carrie married Mike Czastkewicz. They had 
three children: Bertha who married George 
Schreyer; Richard who married Joanne Suttorp; 
and Brian who married Bev Klym. Bertha and 
George had two children. Richard and Joanne had 
three children: Todd, Carrie and Pamela. 

Mary Urbanski was a spinster. 
Joe married Anne Wilko They had three 

children: Jack who married Beatrice; Gloria who 
married Mike Yeneshewski; and Leonard who 
married Judy. Jack and Beatrice had one daughter, 
Margaret-Anne. Gloria and Mike had three 
children: Bernice, Carl and Cynthia. Leonard and 
Judy had two children: Michael and Elizabeth. 

John married Jean Frankowski. They had two 
children: Jim who married Cheryl Klym; and 
Kenneth who married Diane Kozody. Jim and 
Cheryl have one child, Jennifer. 

Joe Urbanski family. 
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Anton married Nellie Bialek. They had five 
children: Lawrence, Edward, Jean, Andy and Linda. 
Lawrence married Jane Freeza. They have six 
children: Pamela, Sharlene, Greg, Bradley, Lisa and 
Janis. Edward married Marge Hutniak. They have 
three children: Linda, Jerry and Cheryl. Jean 
married Bill Carson. They have two children: Leon 
and Chris. Andy married Kathy Kielback. Linda 
remains single. 

Pete, the second son of Joe and Mary Urbanski, 
married Mary Omichinski. They had five children: 
Frank, Joe, Caroline, Anton and Bertha. 

Frank married Kay Polkowski. They had one 
son, Robert. Robert married Judith and they have 
two children: Randy and Debbie. 

Joe married Josie Hasko. They had two 
children: Irene who married Larry Lazarko; and 
David who married Paulette. Irene and Larry have 
one son, Lawrence. 

Caroline married John Corda. They had six 
children: Marilyn, Lorraine, John, Margaret, 
Elizabeth and Clair. 

Anton married Madeline Fuerst. They had 
four children: Randy who married Barbara Cox; 
Greg who married Florence Pleskach; Grant who 
married Val Borkowsky; and Leanne. Randy and 
Barbara had two children: Chris and Arin. 

Bertha was a spinster. 
Joe and Mary Urbanski had only one daughter, 

Pauline. Pauline married George Schreyer. Pauline 
and George had one son, Edward. 



The youngest son of Joe and Mary Urbanski 
was John. John married Katie Ilchena. They had 
seven children: Adeline, Joe, Mary, Henry, Vicki, 
Bertha and Eleanor. 

Adeline married Leo Post. They had five 
children: Dave, Dianne, Pat, Carol and Teresa. Dave 
married Rita McInnes. They had three children: 
Kimberly, Stacy and Daryl. Dianne has one child, 
Robert. Pat married Jim Tudball. They had one 
child, Lisa. Carol remains single. Teresa married 
Bob Shewchuk. 

Joe married Mary Kizlik. They had three 
children: Richard who married Charlotte; Grace 
who married Vern Dectrow; and Ronald. Richard 
and Charlotte have two children: John Paul and 
William James. 

Mary married Lawrence Steffes. They had five 
children: Lorraine who married Doug Grey; 
Maryanne who married Andy Dolyniuk; Joan who 

married Dave Fify; Gordon; and Danny. Lorraine 
and Doug had three children: Shaun, Shannon and 
Shane. Maryanne and Andy had one child, 
Christopher. Joan and Dave have one child, 
Tamara. 

Henry married Susie Kazina. They had one 
child, Connie. Connie married Ray Muth. They 
have two children: Carlene and Bradly. 

Vicki married Eddie Modjeski. They had four 
children: Don; Gerald who married Adele Hender
son; Reginald who married Bev Ostop; and Kathy. 
Gerald and Adele have one child, Zachery. 

Bertha married Joe Pfiefer. They had three 
children: Brian who married Wendy Chapman; 
Pamela; and Jeffrey. Brian and Wendy have three 
children: Scott, Jason and Mark. 

Eleanor married Bob Srutowski. They had two 
children: Blaine and Robbie. 

Jacob Osadchuk Family History 

Jacob Osadchuk (October 1881 to 1948) and 
his wife Mary (Onsawich, September 21, 1880 to 
1955) were born in Austria. They met in Winnipeg 
and married in 1909. They moved to Beausejour and 
later to Brokenhead (14-15-7). They raised eight 
children: Jennie, John, Mike, Ann, Nick, Paul, Nellie 
and Mary. 

Jennie married Art Priesen. John married 
Lillian Popaditz. They had three children: Eddy, 
Billy and Judy. Ann married Sam Kolton. Their 
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children are listed under the Sam Kolton family 
history. Nick married Mary Roik. They had two 
children: Alexis and Roman. Paul married Mary 
Sereda. They had four children: Paul, Brian, 
Marilyn and Donald. Nellie married Henry 
Kasmerski. They had two children: Valerie and 
Lyle. Nellie re-married Nick Serbyniuk. They had 
one child, Collen. Mary married Casmir Molinski. 
They had two daughters: Marilyn and Lori. 



Fred Kulbaba Family History 

Fred Kulbaba was born in 1865 in Lviv, 
Ukraine. He married Ustina Zakaluk. They came to 
Canada in 1900 and settled in the Sand Hill area with 
their four children: Elena, Fanny, Max and Marco. 

Elena married John Semenko. Fanny married 
John Kulbaba (son of Dmitro and Pearl Kulbaba). 
Max married Mary Krawchuk. Marco married 
Pearl Kulbaba, who was a sister to Fanny's husband 
John. 

Pearl's mother and father, Dmitro and Pearl 
Kuzik, came to Canada in 1900 and farmed at Sand 
Hill. They had eight children. James married Anne 
Mamchur. George married Mary Strick. Luka 
married Mary Dalik. Lena married Peter T arnow
ski. Barbara married Kast Wasylick. John married 
Fanny Kulbaba. Bill married Ella Pachaluko. Pearl 
married Marco Kulbaba. 

Marco and Pearl farmed in the Sand Hill area. 
They raised a family of eight, including six 
daughters and two sons: Dorothy, Evelyn, Lena, 
Minnie, Ada, Myrna, Mike and Harold. 

Dorothy married Fred Lomatski. Fred is a 
furrier and Dorothy a clerk. Evelyn is single and 
works as a clerk. Lena married Peter Meliuk. Peter 
works for the C.P.R. Mary (Minnie) married Alex 
Kundel. Mary is a computer operator and Alex 
works in construction. Ada is a caterer and she 
married Harry Millan. Harry works for Manitoba 
Telephone System. Mike married Francis Besik and 
they operate a motel. Harold is single and works as a 
bus driver. Myrna, a key punch operator, married 
Alex Wensel. 

Alex and Minnie Kundel had three children. 
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Marco and Pearl Kulbaba and theireightchildren: Ada, Myrna, 
Dorothy, Minnie, Lena, Harold, Mike and Evelyn. 

Their eldest, Ralph Alexander, married Patricia 
Ann Andruschuk. Ralph works in the Bay as the 
Finance Department manager. They have one son, 
Todd. 

Alex and Minnie's second son, Richard 
Leonard, married Beryl (Lynne) Zimmerman. 
Richard is a salesman and Beryl is a proof reader. 
They have one daughter, Donna Lynne. 

Alex and Minnie's youngest son, Raymond 
Gene, married Diane Clarkson. Ray is a musician 
and Diane is a social worker. They have one son, 
Gene. 



Gottlieb Zielke Family History 

Gottlieb and Karolina (Gaul) were both born in 
Russia. Karolina came to Canada with her family in 
1903. Gottlieb had died earlier in Russia. Coming 
with Karolina was her son Karl and his wife and 
children. Karl had married Anna (Schewe). They 
had six children: Paulina, Louis, Alex, Tiennie, 
Molly and Ephraim (Fred). 

Karl and Anna settled in the Green Bay area. 
They farmed on 4-12-8E. Karl's mother lived with 
them also. Karl and Anna had five more children in 
Green Bay. They were: Martin, Margaret, Wanda, 
Emil, and Helen. Anna died in 1921. 

Karl Zielke with first wife Annie Schave in 1918. 

Karl then married Seraphina Geik. Karl and 
Seraphina continued to farm in the Green Bay area. 
Karl was quite well-known in the area for his well
groomed horses. Seraphina was very well-known. 

. :c. She was considered the local chiropracter. Many a 
sprained limb was fixed under her able hands. Karl 
and Seraphina had one son: Carl (Charlie) Alfred. 

Karl's brothers Michael and Ludwig also came 
to Canada. Mike settled in Greey Bay. Here he 
married Justina Peitsch. He was a professional band 
musician in World War II. Mike also kept an apiary 
along with his farm. Mike and Justina had seven 
children. Ludwig also settled in Green Bay. He had a 
small farm, and worked out mainly as a carpenter. 
He married Ernestine Weiss. They had seven 
children. 

Karl and Anna's first born, Paulina, married 
Emil Ritter. They moved to Dunncenter, North 
Dakota. They had nine children. The first born son 
of KarY s and Anna's, Louis, was a local musician. He 
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Karl & Seraphina Zielke with Charlie. 

worked for CN.R. and married Tillie Keil. They had 
two children and resided in Winnipeg. Alex was also 
a professional musician. He worked for the CN .R. 
and married Ann Bangert. They had one child and 
lived in Winnipeg. Tiennie married Don Doucette. 
They resided in Timmins, Ontario. Molly married 
Chris Fridfinnson. Chris was a professional hockey 
player with the Winnipeg Falcons. Molly and Chris 
had one daughter, and they resided in Winnipeg. 
Ephraim, better known as "Fred", was the town 
barber. Fred married Pearl Chepil, and they have 
two daughters, Constance and Evelyn. 

Constance married Geo Kurtz, and they reside 
in Winnipeg. Connie and Geo have one son and one 
daughter; Rhonda and Kevin. Rhonda is a Plant 
Pathologist at the University of Manitoba, and 
Kevin is a Bio-Med Technologist at the Health 
Sciences Centre. 

Evelyn married Dr. Douglas Ellis. The had one 
son, R. Bruce, who is a research engineer at Pinawa. 
Bruce married Debbie Mc Taggert and they reside in 
Beausejour. Their other son Craig works for 
Winston's Bakery in Winnipeg. He married Sharon 
Hiebart. 

Fred barbered in Saskatchewan, Dauphin, 
Winnipeg, and Beausejour. They also farmed in 
Golden Bay. Fred now lives in Armstrong Manor in 
Beausejour. 

Karl and Anna's seven th child, Martin 



managed a hotel in Winnipeg, and was very active in 
the Shriners. Karl and Anna's daughter Margaret 
married Albert Hoston. They operated a large farm 
in Blackdale, Manitoba, where Albert also offered 
local garage service with his mechanical ability. 
They now reside in White Rock, B.C. Karl and 
Anna's daughter Wanda resided in Winnipeg. Emil 
served in World War II, and later farmed in 
Blackdale, Manitoba, with his brother-in-law, 
Albert. Emil now resides in Southaven Manor. The 
youngest child of Karl and Anna's, Helen, married 
Alfred Cook. Alfred was a musician and worked for 
CN. Helen and Alfred had two sons. 

After Anna's death, Karl married Seraphina 
Geik. They were blessed with one son, Carl. Carl, 
better known as "Charlie" married Rose Marie 
Sinnott. They had three children: Sheree, Roger 
and Dean. Charlie farmed the family place for some 
years, and then went to work in Winnipeg. Here he 
worked for ESB Canada Limited (Ray-O-Vac 
Batteries) as a supervisor and quality control 
inspector. Charlie is now working as the Tourist 
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Coordinator for the Eastern Manitoba Tourist 
Association. He also owns and operates Kenbro 
Park. Charlie is on the committee which is 
responsible for the production of this history book. 

Left to right: Helen Zielke (cook), Tienie Zielke (Doucette), 
sister-in-law of Margaret Zielke (Haston), Mr. Karl Zielke, 
and Margaret (Haston) on wagon. 

- By Charlie Zielke. 
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Jonathan Wuerch Family History 

Jonathan Wuerch was born to Frank and 
Katherine Wuerch on January 15, 1898 in Russia. 
He married Pauline Wills, daughter of Gotleib and 
Justina Wills of Beausejour on December 22,1917 in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. Jonathan and Paulina had 
seven children: Arpa, Alma, Herbert, Norman, Iris, 
Joyce and Lorraine. 

John and Pauline (Lena) met and married in 
Winnipeg. In June, 1918 they moved to a small log 
home in Lydia tt, Manitoba, where their three oldest 
children were born. They moved to Winnipeg in the 
fall of 1921, where a construction partnership was 
formed with Edward Wuerch. In the springof1927, 
land was purchased and a new home was builtin the 
St. Ouens area. They moved from Winnipeg to their 
new home in September of 1927. They lived on this 
home place until late October of 1946. All seven 
children attended the St. Ouens School. 

In October of 1946 they moved to East 
Kildonan, Winnipeg. In August of 1956 they moved 
to Chillicothe, Missouri, U.S.A. In August of 1962 
they moved to Dallas, Texas. On December 22, 
1967 a 50th Golden Wedding Anniversary was 
celebrated in Dallas, Texas with all the children, 
grandchildren, and great grandchildren present, 
along with many friends. On November 4, 1969, 
John Wuerch went to be with his Lord. 

Arpa Wuerch was born on October 18, 1918. 
She married William Zielke, son of Louis and 
Ernestine Zielke. They were married on September 
18,1937 in St. Ouens, Manitoba. Arpa and William 
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had seven children: Gerald, Elaine, Howard, 
Ronald, Leona, Cheryl and Wendy. 

Alma Wuerch was born on February I, 1920. 
She married Adolph Steinke, son of Adam and 
Augustine Steinke. They were married on 
September 2, 1939 at Calvary Temple, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. Alma and Adolph had two children: Gary 
and Marlene. 

Herbert Wuerch was the eldest son of 
Jonathan and Paulina. Herbert was born on March 
14, 1921. He married Lydia Winick, daughter of 
David and Molly Winick, on September 7, 1946. 
They had two children: Ronald and Karen. 

Norman was born on March 26, 1924. He 
married Erna Kowalski, daughter of August and 
Emma Kowalski, on October 13,1945 in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. Norman and Erna had six children: 
Noreen, Wesley, Jocelyn, Myles, Douglas and Lisa. 

Iris was born on April 19, 1929. She married 
Hugo Litke, son of Gotleib and Wanda Litke, oI).June 
28, 1947. They had four children: Arthur, Sharon, 
Martin, and Carol. 

Joyce was born on May 10, 1933. She married 
Adolf Litke, son of Gotleib and Wanda Litke, on 
August 25, 1951. Joyce and Adolf had three 
children: Glennys, Howard and Charlene. 

Lorraine was born on April 9, 1935. She 
married Donald Nevins, son of Joseph and Ila 
Nevins, on June 7, 1958. They had two boys: 
Timothey and Todd. 



McCowan Family History 

By Leona Fernie (McCowan) 

My grandfather, Fred McCowan and his wife 
Harriet (Hattie) lived on Township 12 and Range 7E 
in the late 1800's. They had five sons: Fred, Harry, 
William, Percy and Franklin, and a daughter 
Alexandria. There were also two girls anda boy that 
died at birth. 

Fred Nelson, the eldest, was born on December 
II, 1884. He left home when he was 17 years old and 
worked at various jobs among which was work in a 
logging camp preparing the railway from Jasper to 
Crows Nest. He enlisted in the 230th Forestry 
Battalion in Creston, B.C. in 1917 and transferred 
to the Seaforth Highlanders. He settled in Quill 
Lake, Saskatchewan in 1921 and married Margaret 
Govan in 1922 and had six daughters. He lived out 
his life in Quill Lake. He died in 1965. 

Harry Bertram was born in 1886. He served in 
the First World War. After the war he settled in 
Saska tchewan. He married a widow, J en, and settled 
in Brock, Sask., where they opera ted a generalstore. 
Harry died in 1945. 

Left to right: Fred Sr., Fred Jr. and Harry. 
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Harriet (Hattie) McCowan with three of her children. 

William Henry was born in 1889. He also 
served in the First World War. He laterfarmed in the 
Ponusd Lake District of Sask., after a number of 
years as a well driller. Bill remained a bachelor. He 
died in 1959. 

Percy was born in 1893. He also served in the 
First World War. Percy married a girl from Eastern 
Canada and was last heard of in Seattle, 
Washington. He has not been in contact with any of 
the family since shortly after the war. 

Franklin Wellington was born in 1895. He 
served in the armed forces during both wars. He 
lived with his father in Emo, Ontario, Cuba and 
Traverse City, Michigan. He came to Saskatoon in 
1914 and lived the most of his remaining years 
there. He married Annabelle Graham and had six 
sons and three daughters. 

Alexandria Beatrice Lillian was born in 1901. 
She settled in Saskatoon, Sask. and married Bert 
Arscott. They had no children. They retired to 
Victoria, B.C. where Lillian died. 

Hattie McCowan died at the birth of a child in 
1902. Fred Sr. remarried to a woman named Viola. 
They attended the Presbyterian Church. Fred Sr. 
died on June 6, 1940. 



Greszczuk Family History 

During the latter part of the 19th century 
there was an influx of European people to Canada. 
The availability of land at $10.00 per 160 acres also 
enticed John (Greschuk) Greszczuk to come with 
wife Francis and sons: Andrew, Michael, Frank and 
Theodore, and daughters: Antonette, Katherine 
and Carolina. They left their home land in Zubow, 
district of Trembowla, in the Western Ukraine. 

He arrived in the Brokenhead area in 1899 and 
purchased 160 acres along the Brokenhead Road, at a 
place later to be named Cromwell, and presently on 
Highway #12. This particular parcel of land is still in 
the Greschuk family, owned by his grandson, 
Stanley. 

While the land was being cleared his family was 
growing up. His sons married and more land was 
purchased. On the north of him was his oldest son 

Greschuk wedding - about 1914. 
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Andrew and on the south was his second oldest, 
Michael. Frank and his wife (Maria Semkiew) lived 
with him. 

Frank and his wife and young son William lived 
together, sharing the same house for five years. By 
this time William decided to venture out on his own. 
He decided to purchase a farm three miles west from 
his homestead, but the travelling back and forth 
with farm machinery and horses was a bother, so he 
decided to sell his farm to the Mastaler family and 
then bought the Rumak farm just across the road 
from his existing one. This transaction took place in 
1920. This farm also remains in the Greschuk 
family. 

The youngest son, Theodore decided not to 
farm, but to continue his education. He graduated in 
1919 and took up residence in the old St. Boniface 



College, where he received his B.A. in 1923. He then 
entered law at the University of Manitoba. He was 
called to the bar in 1927, and joined the law firm of 
Murray, Greschuk and Walsh. Harry Walsh is the 
prominent criminal lawyer today. Theodore was 
honored with the King's Council (K.c.) during the 
reign of King George VI on December 31,1951. 

The daughters, Antonette and Katherine 
married and moved away, living with their 
respective families in Winnipeg. Carolina, who was 
born in 1896 died in a farming accident under a 
horse-drawn disk-harrow on May 9, 1907 atthe age 
ofll. 

None of the original family is living. John 
passed away in 1926, Francis, his wife, in 1940, 
Michael in 1953, Theodore in 1958, Frank in 1959, 
Andrew in 1966, Katherine in 1977 and Antonette 
and Carolina in the early 1900's. 
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Theodore Constantine Greschuk - K.c. 
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Bauschke Family History 

Gottlieb and Fredricka (nee Nimz) Bauschke 
were blessed with three children: August Johann, 
Paul and Augusta. August Johann came to Canada. 
Paul and his descendants remained in Germany. 
Augusta married Gottfried Trapp and they were 
the parents of Wilhelm Trapp. Father Gottlieb 
passed away on May 6, 1870 in Gladdow, Prussia. 
Mother Fredricka passed away some time later. 

August Johann was born October 2, 1845 in 
Gladdow, Prussia. He was baptized in the Lutheran 
faith, and attended the village school from May 1st, 
1852 to October 8, 1859. 

All young men were drafted for army duty. He 
entered the service November 4, 1867 and fought in 
the Franco-Prussian War. He received several 
medals while on active duty. His father became ill 
and passed away. August was called home to look 
after the family property. 

In 1884 he married Caroline Warmbein (nee 
Neuman). Caroline was a widow with four sons: 
Julius and Robert came to Canada; Franz and Karl 
remained in Germany. 

August and Caroline were blessed with two 
children: Paul was born on November 10, 1885, and 
Paulina was born on November 10, 1887. 

The area in Kries Rummelsburg, Gladdow, 
Prussia became very crowded, and there was no 
room for expansion. After much deliberation they 
decided to leave their home in Germany and make 
the trip to Canada. They sold their property and 
made arrangements in preparation for the journey. 
August, his wife and two children left Gladdow on 
May 4, 1898. Travelling by train for the port of 
Hamburg, upon arrival they found, to their dismay, 
that the ship they were to board had departed two 
days earlier. This was a serious matter. There were 
other German families in this same predicament. 
One family was the Gabels of Lady wood. There was 
no turning back, so other arrangements had to be 
made. 

They bought passage on a smaller boat, 
which took them to England, then managed to 
board a cattle freighter named uBisa". This steamer 
had miserable accommodations. The sea was 
rough. Besides the usual sea sickness, measles broke 
out and quickly spread. Some died and were buried 
at sea. It was heartache. When the freighter finally 
reached Halifax, problems still remained. Upon 
inspection the health authorities would not allow 
them to land. They were taken to an island, where 
they remained in isolation for three weeks. Food and 
cooking utensils were provided during this period. 
Finally they were given permission to board the 
train for Winnipeg, Manitoba, but more precau
tions by health authorities prevented their 
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entrance into the City. They were housed in tents 
on the outskirts of Winnipeg, and were provided 
with food and necessities. Here they remained for 
two weeks. What a relief to finally be released and 
united with friends and relatives who were 
anxiously waiting! 

Then came the time to look for property. 
August and son Paul travelled as far west as 
Neudorf, Saskatchewan, to look the country over, 
but were not impressed and returned. After looking 
around they decided to settle in the Brokenhead 
area. 

Their homestead along the River was 
purchased from a Mr. McKenzie, who had built a 
small log house on the property. It was late June, 
1898, when the family got settled. What a relief 
after two months of untold uncertainty and 
discomfort to be settled at last. They lived in this 
house until the early 20's. 

August brought many tools and other useful 
articles from Germany. With the beautiful stand of 
timber on their property these tools were put to 
good use. All the furniture needed for the home was 
built, logs hewn and buildings constructed. He loved 
fishing and hunting. He would get his supplies from 
the Hudson's Bay trading post at Scanterbury: yarn 
for knitting the fish nets, and gun powderfor shells. 
He found the Indians friendly and a good relation
ship was established. 

People came from miles around to have a 
bothersome tooth extracted. No freezing was 
administered, but a swig of home brew eased the 
pain somewhat. 

Thus went the years of those early settlers, 
working tirelessly. Neighbours helped each other, 
each struggling to become established and be 
recognized as a true Canadian citizen. 

Their Christian faith was their strength in 
whatever circumstances or adversities came their 
way. August and his wife Caroline continued 
helping their children, Paul and Paulina (Mrs. 
Albert Kurbis), who lived within a mile from each 
other. Both became seriously ill. Caroline died 
March 13, 1920 in her 69th year. August died 27 
days later on April 9th. Both were laid to rest on the 
old Greenwald Cemetery. 

Paul, son of August and Caroline Bauschke, 
was 12 years old when he came to Canada in 1898. 
He had completed his schooling in Gladdow, 
Germany, and after arrival in Canada he learned to 
read and write in English. There were great changes 
from Germany to Brokenhead, where he lived with 
his parents. To make the land productive much 
work was involved, so he worked alongside his 
father as was expected. 



In September of 1903 he married Emelia 
Hertha Geschke, who had come to Canada with the 
Bauschke family in 1898. She was employed as a 
housemaid in Winnipeg for several years, earning 
$3.00 to $4.00 a month. These earnings helped 
bring her mother and other family mem bers over to 
Canada in the early part of 1900. 

As time went by the children came along, and 
much sickness too. After World War I there was the 
"flu epidemic". The dreaded children's disease 
diptheria and scarlet fever also occurred. A 
neighbour John Acaster made daily visits and then 
would report to the doctor. 

Of the 12 children born to them, three died in 
infancy. The oldest daughter Augusta married 
August Ferchoff of Saskatchewan in 1924, and died 
four years later in 1928, leaving two small sons. 
Henry remained with his father in Saskatchewan. 
Rudy came to live with his grandparents, the 
Bauschkes, in Brokenhead, where he grew up as one 
of the family. August, the oldest son, died December 
25,1975. Of this family seven are still living. 

The intervening years brought many changes. 
In 1921 a new home was built. It was the first in this 
area with a full cement basement. Their youngest 
daughter Gertrude was born in this new home. The 
little log house that had sheltered them until then 
was put to other use. 

Their farming operations gradually changed 
from horses to mechanized power. With his four 
sons and grandson Rudy progressed favorably. 
New buildings were constructed and land was 
cleared. 

Paul learned many of his father's skills. When 
his aging father could no longer extract teeth, Paul 
would do the job, whenever someone came for help. 
Paul was deeply involved in church affairs and was 
instrumental in the planning and building of St. 
John's Lutheran Church at Greenwald. He and his 
family were members of this congregation through 
the years. For him writing poetry and hymns was a 
favorite pasttime. 

Emelia worked alongside her husband helping 
with the field work, gardening, and raising the 
family. Keeping them clothed and fed was an 
endless task. She. would tell of her youth in 
Germany. She explained how yarn was spun from 
flax. She and other children of the village would 
gather the flax straw. It had to be sorted, and then 
pounded until all outer covering or shells were 
removed. The inner fibre was soaked and spun into 
yarn, which was then woven into cloth on a loom. 
Some fibre produced a course yarn which ended up 
for grain and pota to sacks. The finer yarn was used 
for bedding and clothing. She brought many yards 
of this well bleached woven linen to Canada. Her 
daughters each have a piece of the mother's 
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handiwork. She could spin skeins of sheep's wool 
that were very fine. Her nimble fingers would 
produce dozens of mittens and socks through the 
winter months. 

In 1953 Paul and Emelia moved to Chilliwack, 
B.C. to live with their daughter Erna. After a short 
stay, Emelia became very lonesome and wanted to 
return to the area in which they had spent some 54 
years. On returning to Brokenhead they made their 
home with their oldest son, August and his family. 
The family was happy to have them back. With 
three generations in one home, a bond of love, 
understanding, and devotion grew stronger as the 
years wenty by. 

Paul and Emelia had experienced many 
changes from life in Germany, to pioneering in this 
country. Much was learned from them. These early 
pioneers were diligent in every respect, striving 
tirelessly to make this a better land, and thankful to 
have had the privilege to immigrate to this country 
and become Canadian citizens. Emelia had been 
ailing for years. After much suffering she got 
pneumonia and passed away July 17,1963.Pauldied 
of a heart seizure on March 3, 1964. They died atthe 
home where they lived their last 10 years. Both 
were laid to rest at St. John's Church yard cemetery 
at Greenwald. Cherished memories will always 
remain. 

The Paul Bauschke children were all born at 
the farm house in Brokenhead and grew up in this 
area, receiving their education at the district school 
at Brokenhead Religious instruction was taught at 
home and the church. All have been faithful church 
members at St. John's Greenwald and upon moving 
to other areas. The sons worked on the farm in 
whatever capacity they were able to, until marriage 
and getting holdings of their own. They continued 
helping each other through the years. The 
daughters established homes in other areas after 
marriage. 

August was born in 1904 and died in 1975. He 
married Eleanor Trapp in 1933. He built a home one 
and a half miles north of his parents where he 
farmed. They had five sons. August loved his 
church. He served as organist, choir director and in 
other capacities through the years. He enjoyed 
farming and working the land, and was granted 
this right up till the last furrow was ploughed in 
November of 1975. He suffered a fatal stroke on 
December 24 and died on December 25. 

Augusta was born in 1905 and died in 1928: 
She married August Ferchoff in 1924. They moved 
to Lampman, Saskatchewan, where they farmed. 
She passed away in 1928 leaving two small sons. 
Henry remained with his father in Saskatchewan. 
Rudy came to live with his grandparents, the 
Bauschke's, where he lived until he set out on his 



own. 
Willy was born in 1907. He married Anna 

Patzer in 1948 and continued living on the home 
site, where he still resides. Anne passed away in 
1972. They had two children: Carol and Garry. 

Bertha was born in 1909. She married John 
Dehn in 1937. They built, owned and operated a 
general store, post office, blacksmith shop and 
transfer business at Dencross, located 15 miles 
north of Beausejour at the No.l2 and 317 highway 
~ntersection. They sold out and moved to Lockport 
In 1947, where John continued his blacksmithing 
operation, potato growing and other farming. They 
still reside on this property. The sons have taken 
over the farming operation. Their four children are: 
Leonard, Verna, Lloyd, and Helena. 

Erich was born in 1911. He married Minna 
Beyer in 1937. They farmed in the Brokenhead 
district until 1976, when they sold out, retiring to 
Beausejour. Their children are: Lorraine, Erna, 
Myrna, Iona, Eileen and Marilyn. 

Minnie was born in 1913. She married Herman 
Block in 1944. They lived in the Brokenhead area for 
a while, and then moved to Chili wack, B.c., where 
they still reside. Their children are: Diana, Gordon, 
and Joanne (deceased). 

Fred was born in 1917. He farmed in the 
Brokenhead district and went into semi-retirement 
several years ago. He built a new home along the 
Brokenhead River, where he resides. He is an 
original member of St. John's Greenwald brass 
band. The congregation is occasionally privileged to 
hear this special music. 

Erna was born in 1920. She married Fred 
Reinhardt of Rosedale, B.C. in 1951. They resided in 
different areas of B.C., and were involved mostly in 
dairy and other farm operations. They are semi-
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Paul Bauschke family in 1942 
Back row: Fred, August, father Paul, Willie and Erich. 
Front row: Minnie, Gertrude, mother Emelia, Erna and 
Bertha. 

retired and now reside in Vernon, B.C. Their 
children are: Janice, Clifford, Karen, and Annette. 

Gertrude was born in 1923. In her late teens 
she moved to B.c. and worked at the post office in 
Chilliwack, where she met Alfred Cookson. They 
were married in 1952. Their children are: Charlene, 
Ronald, and Jeffrey. After a short illness in 1972, 
Alfred passed away. Gertie resides in Sardis, B.c. 
and is still employed at the post office part-time. 

From the marriage of Paul and Emelia in 1903 
the family has grown from 12 children to 29 
grandchildren and 45 great grandchildren. Five 
children and one grandchild are deceased. 



Owsianski Family History 

The Owsianski family in Canada came from 
Galicia, a province of the Ukraine. At the turn of the 
century it was part of the Austrian Empire. In the 
Archdiocese of Lvov, Parish of Podhajce, a Catholic 
couple raised six children. Jacob Owsianski a 
farmer, and his wife Margaret Knauber had the 
follOwing children: John, Anton, Catherine, 
Caroline, Elizabeth, and Joseph. 

Three of these children came to the Ladywood 
area of Manitoba. The youngest child, Joseph 
became the progenitor of the family name in 
Canada. Two sons, John, and Anton, and their 
father Jacob were killed during the First World War 
while waiting for a train at the Beckersdorf station. 

On the last day of June, 1903, Caroline with 
her husband Joseph Pfeifer and young son, John, 
sailed from Hamburg, with the intention of joining 
the Pfeifer family who had come to Canada about 
seven years previously. They arrived in Beausejour 
on the 17th of July and were soon reunited with the 
various members of the Pfeifer family. The 
following year the couple welcomed Joseph and 
Elizabeth Owsianski, the brother and sister of 
Caroline. Elizabeth became Mrs. William Omichin
ski.~ 

Front row: Peter Reich and wife Mary (nee Ehinger). Back row: 
Helen Reich (nee Bednarczyk), Mary Owsianski (nee Reich), 
Julie Bednarczyk (nee Reich). 
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Joseph apparently did some travelling before 
he finally settled down. On the 23rd of November 
1909 he married Mary Gertrude Reich, the 
daughter of Peter Reich and Antonina Ehinger, 
whose family had come from the same area as the 
Owsianskis. 

During the years 1910 to 1930 ten children 
were born to Joseph and Mary. In the early years 
Joseph bought a piece of property consisting of 12 
lots in the Town of Beausejour. The family spent 
years living in between Winnipeg and Beausejour. 

In later years, Joseph recalled driving a wagon 
in Winnipeg during the flu epidemic. Because of the 
terrible death rate his wagon was required toactasa 
hearse. Shortly after this he opened a shoe repair 
shop in Beausejour and settled his young family 
there permanently. Joseph and Mary raised and 
educated their children in Beausejour. Their home 
was a popular gathering place for their rela tives to 
visit. One by one their children grew up and left 
home, until only their youngest son, Hank, 
remained with them. While son Dick was nearby in 
Winnipeg, the others all moved to B.C. Joseph and 
Mary visited B.C. and they planned on moving to 
Vancouver when Joseph retired at the age of 70. 
Although Joseph had suffered a stroke, he went 
back to wor k in his shop when he recovered. He was 
not to move to B.C., for in 1953 he passed away. He 
was buried in Beausejour. Friends and relatives 
remembered him to be an honorable man and 
trusted friend. 

Joseph & Mary Owsianski - 1930'S circa. 



Hank, having promised his father that he 
would look after his mother, moved with Mary to 
Vancouver in the fall of 1953, and Mary lived with 
him for the rest of her life. On the occasions when 
her children and their families were gathered 
around her, Mary was happiest. After having 
cancer for several years, Mary passed away on the 
12th of January, 1975. 

Although Joseph and Mary are gone, their 
family lives on. All of their children are living in B.C. 
They are: Edward Joseph (Dick) and wife Laura of 
Burnaby, B.c.; Peter Hubert (Pete) and wife Joyce of 

Vancouver B.C.; Evelyn Gertrude and husband 
Robert Black of White rock, B.C.; Theodore John 
(Ted) and wife Joyce of Vancouver, B.c.; Victor 
(Vic) and wife Gwen of Vancouver, B.c.; Casimir 
(Cas) and wife Eileen of Victoria, B.c.; Valentine 
Mary (Violet Muriel (Vi)) and husband James 
McLuckie of Castelgar, B.c.; Velma and husband 
Larry Campbell of Vancouver, B.C.; and Henry 
Albert (Hank) and wife Fran, of Vancouver, B.C. 

by Joyce Black 

The Owsianski famil y -left to right: Peter, Eddie, T eddie and 
Mary on mother's lap. Taken about 1925. 
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John A caster Family History 

John Acaster (Sr.) was born in Yorkshire, 
England in 1839 and came with his wife and family 
to the Beausejour area in 1884, settling for a short 
time at St. Ouens, then moving to the Brokenhead 
area to NW 6-15-8E. 

The Acaster name was a legend in Yorkshire, 
where the family history dates back to 1360. 

The first Brokenhead School was located on 
John Acaster's farm. 

Mr. Acaster served on the Council ofthe Rural 
Municipality of Brokenhead in 1909-1910. 

The Acasters had three daughters: Anna
Marie, Elizabeth and Jane, and one son, John (Jr.). 
Mrs. Acaster died in 1919 and John (Sr.) died in 1922. 
Both were laid to rest in Brokenhead on 
Sidebottom's property (now Mariash's) on the 
Brokenhead river bank on NW 32-14-8E. 

After Mr. Acaster's death, the farm was sold to 
Paul Krawchuk and the younger Acasters moved to 
North Battleford, Saskatchewan. 

Mrs. John Acaster at the time of her diamond wedding 
anniversary in 1917. 
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John Acaster (Jr.) who was born in Yorkshire, 
England in 1876 and came to Canada as a youngster 
with his parents, married Florence Sidebottom in 
1905. Florence was the daughter of George 
Sidebottom, second Postmaster in Brokenhead. 
The George Sidebottom family also moved to North 
Battleford, Saskatchewan. 

Florence and John had nine children: Fanny, 
married Gordon Madill of Altamont, Manitoba; 
George, married Agnes Lenhart; Margaret Anne, 
married John Cubbon; Arthur, married Ruth 
Ullyot; Jessie, married Tom Harrell; Walter, 
married Constance Knowlson; Catherine married 
Henry Puff; Douglas, married (wife's name 
unknown); and Arthur died in infancy. 

John Acaster (Jr.) died in North Battleford, 
Saskatchewan in March of 1963 and was laid to rest 
in the same cemetery in North Battleford in which 
descendants of both the Acaster and the 
Sidebottom families are buried. 

John Acaster (1839-1922) settled in Brokenhead in 1885. 



John Acaster wrote hundreds of poems. 
Following are two of his poems: 

Brokenhead River, October 1885 

In early October, I saw a small stream 
That looked like a River you'd see in a dream 
The slow moving waters almost stood still 
And the breeze drifted leaves on it at will. 

I stood on a carpet of soft, coloured leaves 
Beneath a few tall and leafless trees, 
And below me there lay a sight to behold 
A river of leaves coloured brown, red and gold. 

The river so decked with the gay autumn leaves 
Having no strength to move, it stood motionless 
And indulged in a pleasant, fair autumnal dream 
And beneath a blanket of leaves, bright and clean. 

Then the gay coloured leaves after giving their best 
Were herded together at the North Wind's request 
And they floated together the red, yellow and gold 
Till finally they sank to the soft river bed. 

The Whispering Waters of the Brokenhead (1887) 
(Composed by John Acaster in 1955, in answer to a request by 

John Kyryk, Pioneer and Historian) 

Beneath the sunny skies and breeze 
I pulled out of the marshes 
And wound around through scrubs and trees 
That formed o'er me waving arches. 

Now I seem to gather speed 
As through the woods I ramble 
Where contented cattle feed 
Thats owned by J.D. Campbell 

Now I float more to the east 
And I've no reason to resist 
By running east, I pass at least 
The ranch of Cowan and Smith. 

Then I go winding in and out 
Through woods and wilderness 
And hereabout, there is no doubt 
Only nature reigns and blesses. 

I twist about and straighten out 
And I pass where someone's duggin' 
Yes it is without a doubt 
The homestead of Jimmy Huggins. 

Again I twist and turn about 
With for direction little regard 
But once again I straighten out 
Near the home of E.A. Dugard. 

Now through the wold I circle round 
Till I've almost made a circuit 
Where Joe Paleczek nearly drowned 
Near the farm of Joseph Aldritt. 

Then swimming north to the swimming pool 
Where it's seven feet to the bottom 
Where big boys go swimming after school 
Near the house of George Sidebottom. 

Now I enter John Reid's land 
And eastward I go scooting 
Around the bend to beat the band 
Where the night owl does its hooting. 
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Now I'm running rather slack 
As rivers surface seem to widen 
And listen to young William Jack 
As he plays in the garden. 

I move on with ease and grace 
By scenes that ever gladden 
Then again I start to race 
Near the home of Charles Madden. 

And now as I swing in and out 
I'm really in a frenzy 
Yet I take time to look about 
At the slough near Hugh McKenzie's 

Soon I slow up and widen out 
Near the home of John Acaster 
Again I twist and turn about 
And run a wee bit faster. 

Now I'm through the nature's land 
More to the westward floating 
And soon I pass some nice high land 
That belongs to young Dick Owen. 

Then o'er the boulder stones I go 
And I do it in a hurry 
And see the mission lights aglow 
At quaint old Scanterbury. 

The mission lights fall behind me 
And I float on ahead 
And Lake Winnipeg spreads before me 
At the mouth of the Brokenhead. 

In this poem, Mr. Acaster mentions some of 
the names of his neighbors, who lived along the 
Brokenhead River during the period 1887 -1900, all 
within a three mile stretch. 

By: E. Kozyra 



SECTION IV: 

MINI-FAMILY HISTORIES 
OF STUDENTS ATTENDING SCHOOLS IN BEAUSEJOUR, 

GARSON, AND TYNDALL IN 1980-81 

Editor's Note: 

This chapter contains all of the family histories 
that were compiled from the "family tree" 
information sheets that were distributed in the 
Beausejour, Garson and Tyndall schools during the 
spring of 1981. All students and their parents were 
invited to complete these sheets. The information 
sheets received were then compiled into the 
histories that follow. 

It should be noted that the children of these 

families are not listed on these "mini-histories". 
However, the names of all students and their 
parents are included in the 1980-81 school nominal 
rolls that follow this page. 

The school nominal rolls were included in this 
chapter because the Editor wanted all young people 
in this area to be a part of this book, even if only in a 
small way. 

- Michael Czuboka, Editor. 

Teacher Marjorie Puhacz stands with her "Class of '1986" at 
the Beausejour Elementary School. For these Grade 3 
students, Grade 12 seemed a long time away, but 1977 was 
nevertheless a very good year. 
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Students' Name 

ADAM, Marlene 
ALBIETZ, Karin 
ALBIETZ, Martin 
ALBRIGHT, Sherri 
ANTYMIS, Dean 
ANTYMIS, Susan 
ARCHER, Valerie 
ARMSTRONG, Neil 
ARMSTRONG, Sharon 
ARMSTRONG, Tim 
ARTIMOWICH, Brenda 
ARTIMOWICH, Ronald 
AU, John 
BABEY, Lisa 
BAHDE, Carmen 
BAH DE, Connie 
BAHDE, Corina 
BAHRY, Sharon 
BAKER, Bobby 
BAKER, Donna 
BAKER, Duane 
BAKER, Lisa 
BAKER, Steven 
BAKER, Tracey 
BAKER, Vincent 
BANGER, Carl 
BANASH, Kevin 
BANASH, Tracey 
BARKMAN, Darlene 
BARKMAN, Gerald 
BAR SKI, Armieda 
BA VERSTOCK, Richard 
BAXTER, Chris 
BAXTER, Martin 
BEBBINGTON, Robert 
BECKINGHAM, Daryl 
BEGER, Cheryl 
BEGER, Lori 
BERRESHEIM, Sabine 
BEST, Maureen 
BETKER, Cindy 
BIALEK, Dale 
BIEDLER, Marlene 
BIRCH, Joanne 
BISEWSKI, Leonard 
BISKO, Corinne 
BISKO, Janice 
BISKO, Louise 
BLACK, Jeffrey 
BODNARCHUK, Leanne 
BOMEK, Christopher 
BOWCOTT, Dawn 
BOYKO, Linda 
BOYKO, Walter 
BOWERS, Faye 
BRONK, Beverly 
BRONK, David 
BRONK, Gerald 
BUKOSKI, Connie 
BUKOSKI, Karen 

Students of Edward Schreyer School 
1980-81 

Parents' or Guardians' Names Students' Name 

Elvin, Joyce BUKOSKI, Kimberly 
John Albietz BUKOSKI, Kevin 
John Albietz BUKOSKI, Michael 
Gordon, Lillian BULEJSZA, Irene 
Gerald, Alexis BURNETT, Maury 
Gerald, Alexis BURR, Dana 
Lawrence, Wilma BURR, Faith 
Richard, Laura BURR, Robert 
John, Audrey BURRELL, Katherine 
John, Audrey BURRELL, Shawn 
Mike, Pauline BUSS, Cindy 
Mike, Pauline BUSS, Dale 
Simon, Helen Au (Guardians) BUSS, Denise 
Robert, Stephanie BUSS, Mark 
Werner, Marianne BUSS, Rodney 
Werner, Marianne BUSS, Shawn 
Werner, Marianne BUSS, Terry 
Dorothy Bahry BUSS, Terry 
Nick, Elaine BZDELL, Sandra 
Nick, Elaine CAMERON, Janice 
Paul, Rosemarie CAMERON, Jeffrey 
Paul, Rosemarie CAMERON, Ronald 
Nick, Elaine CARLSON, Daryl 
Marion, Marlene CARMICHAEL, Daryle 
Marion, Marlene CAS SAN, Carla 
Albert, Dianne CA TELLIER, Michelle 
Ted, Joyce CESMYSTRUK, Kimberly 
Ted,Joyce CHERNECKI, Michael 
Homer, Helen CHERREY, Arlene 
Homer, Helen CHORNEY, Michael 
Charles, Adela CHRISTENSON, Kevin 
Robert, Eileen CHRISTENSON, Lynn 
Michael, Mavis CHRUSCH, Carla 
Michael, Mavis CHRYPL YWY, Wesley 
Jim, Mary Olinyk (Guardians) CHURA, Debbie 
Robert, Norman COPELAND, Laure 
Herbert, Elsie COUSINEAU, Roberta 
Herbert, Elsie CROGNALI, Greg 
Herbert, Margarete CROGNALI, Jeffrey 
Walter, Elizabeth CROGNALI, Shauna 
George, Gertrude CYNCORA, Bradley 
Lawrence, Lorraine CYNCORA, Dana 
Wilfred, Elsie CYNCORA, Jayson 
Arnold, Joan CYNCORA, Richard 
(Adult Student) CZUBOKA, Jane 
Robert, Frances CZUBOKA, Jill 
Robert, Frances DU GRAY, Raymond 
Robert, Frances DE KEYSTER, Rodney 
James, Dorothy DAFOE, Brenda 
Alan, Sandra DAFOE, Dianna 
John, Dorthee DALKE, William 
Violet Bowcott DAWSON, Brian 
Edward, Irene DAWSON, Cameron 
Edward, Irene DEOL, Minny 
David, Doreen DEWEY, Jonathon 
Gerard, Irene DEWEY, Mark 
Gerard, Irene DILLABOUGH, Cheryl 
Gerard, Irene DILLABOUGH, John 
Alfred, Frances DONAGHY, Theresa 
Ted, Evelyn DORNO, Annalisa 
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Parents' or Guardians' Names 

John, Marlene 
John, Marlene 
Ted, Evelyn 
Charles, Irene 
Gordon, Noreen 
Douglas, Florence 
Douglas, Florence 
Douglas, Florence 
Stephen, Karen 
Stephen, Karen 
Reinhold, Betty 
Reinhold, Betty 
Herman, Elfrieda 
Leonard, Olga 
Herman, Elfrieda 
Warren, Ilona 
Alfred, Theresa 
Herman, Elfrieda 
Adolph, Maureen 
Ronald, Gloria 
Ronald, Gloria 
Ronald, Gloria 
Robert, Patricia 
Robert, Karen 
Robert, Carole 
Gilbert, Clair 
Steve, Darlene 
Peter, Judy 
Laverne,Jean 
Clarence, Donna 
Elaine Christenson 
Elaine Christenson 
Michael, Anne 
Steve, Elsie 
Larry, Susan 
Eileen Copeland 
(Adult Student) 
Rene, Gloria 
Rene, Gloria 
Rene, Gloria 
Larry, Alice 
Larry, Alice 
Wally, Marlene 
Wally, Marlene 
Michael, Carol 
Michael, Carol 
Dorothy Rost 
Donald, Barbara Ostlund 

:-= 
Robert, Jeanette 
Robert, Jeanette 
Gertrude Dalke 
Bert, Audrey 
Rene, Patricia 
Udeypal, Ajit 
Cecil, Margaret 
Cecil, Margaret 
John, Lorraine 
John, Lorraine 
Ted Molinski (Guardian) 
Emil, Lisa ' 



Students' Name Parents' or Guardians' Names Students' Name Parents' or Guardians' Names 

DREFFS, Leanne Alex, Alice GRESCHUK, Louise Adolph, Eva 
DREWLO, Helena Arnold, Violet GRETSINGER, Mark Raymond, Jean 
DUBOIS, Robert Leonard, Linda GRIEGER, Michael Otto, Waltraud 
DUDYCH, Christine John, Emily GRIEGER, Peter Otto, Waltraud 
DUDYCH, Veronica John, Emily GRIEGER, Robert Otto, Waltraud 
DUECK, Tom Jack, Marion GUNNING, Lisa Edward, Diana 
DUFAUL T, Kenneth Gerald, Marjorie HAFICHUK, Martin Ernest, Lillian 
DUFAUL T, Robert Gerald, Marjorie HAFICHUK, Michelle Ernest, Lillian 
DYCK, Kevin Jake, Margaret HAINES, Jonathon Brian, Marie 
DYCK, William Cornelius, Luise HARBER, Leonard Roger, Beverly 
DZIOBA, Darrin Mary Woloshyon HARP, Richard James, Jane 
EARL Y, Candace Edward, Marilyn HARTSHORNE, Ian Derick, Mariam 
EARLY, Terry James, Irene HARTSHORNE, Lesley Derick, Mariam 
ELKE, Donna Raymond, Angela HARTSHORNE, Donald Derick, Mariam 
ELKE, Marc Raymond, Angela HASTMAN, Alma Leo, Gertrude 
ETTER, Beverly Edmond, Lynda HASTMAN, August Leo, Gertrude 
EV ANKEVICH, Elaine Tom, Verna HASTMAN, Erna Leo, Gertrude 
EVERS, Amanda Les, Diane HASTMAN, Laurie Lawrence, Ruth 
EVERS, Louise Les, Diane HAST MAN, Linda Kenneth, Julie 
FEDORCHUK, Robert John, Elsie HASTMAN, Robert Emil, Elsie 
FEDORCHUK, Diane John, Elsie HA YWOOD, Cindy Rennie, Dorothy 
FEHR, Lesley Aurther, Eva HECKERT, Darren William, Margaret 
FELBEL, Bernice Gerhard, Gudrun HECKERT, Durwin William, Margaret 
FERENS, Andrew Nester, Helen HENDERSON, Dena Barry, Lorraine Palmer 
FERENS, Pamela John, Helen HERDA, Barbara Edward, Geraldine 
FERENS, Patrick Nick, Ruth HERDA, Cheryl Edward, Geraldine 
FERENS, Trevor Nick, Ruth HERDA, Michael Edward, Geraldine 
FIEBELKORN, Timothy Donald, Connie HERDA, Pamela Edward, Geraldine 
FORDYCE, Edward Alberta McKay HERDA, Patricia Edward, Geraldine 
FOUGERE, Christopher Greg, Gloria HILDEBRANDT, Joanne Harvey, Eleanor 
FRAILICK, Donald Clarence, Shirley HLADY, Janet Casmir, Mary 
FRAILICK, Jeffrey William, Mae HLADY, Nicole Frank, Donna 
FRAILICK, Lisa Clarence, Shirley HOEKSEMA, Heidi Lippe, Ann 
FRAILICK, Susan William, Mae HOEKSEMA, Lippe Lippe, Ann 
FRIESEN, Gail Henry, Erna HOEY, Karen John, Audrey 
FRIESEN, Ronald Henry, Erna HOLDER, Ross Richard, Carolyn 
FROEHLICH, Bernie Henry, Lily HOLIGROSKI, Bonnie Steve, Betty 
FROEHLICH, Janelle Alvin, Eileen HONKE, Christopher Irvin, Alice 
FUERST, Dwayne Eric, Steffie HONSTEIN, Lealyn Kenneth, Audrey 
FUHL, Sharon {Adult Student} HOROSKO, Dennis Ben Horosko 
GALA Y, Josephine Ronald, Valerie HORVATH, James William, Vera 
GARAND, James Louis, Patricia HORVATH, Joanne William, Vera 
GARBO LIN SKI, Thomas Stella Garbolinski HOSCO, Wesley Sidney, Sharon 
GAUTHIER, Gilbert Gilbert, Celine Simard {Guard.} HOWARD, Lisa Richard, Evelyn 
GERMAIN, Lawrence David, Beverly HOYLE, Clinton Lou, Dianne 
GERMAIN, Michelle David, Beverly HRYNYK, Brian Clara Hrynyk 
GERMAINE, Cheryl Louis, Lorraine HRYNYK, Clarice Clara Hrynyk 
GIBSON, Jeffrey David, Barbara HUYGHEBAERT, Tanya Peter, Valdine 
GIBSON, Norman Cedric, Ina JANZIC, Tommy Josip, Katarina 
GIBSON, Vincent Cedric, Ina JOHNSON, David Grant, Marymae 
GILLESPIE, David George, Phyllis JOHNSON, Douglas Grant, Marymae 
GLOVER, Allen John, Linda JOHNSON, Lynda Ralph, Myrna 
GMITROSKI, Sharon John, Rose JOHNSON, Shirley Walter, Glenda 
GODIN, Grant George, Hazel JOHNSTON, Eddie Cyril, Edna 
GODIN, Stephanie Edward, Madeline JUDGE,Jay Dwight, Linda 
GOLEMBIOSKI, Ian John, Mary JUDGE, Shawn Dwight, Linda 
GORITZ, T wyla Rudy, Mary JUENKE, Calvin Ralf, Betty 
GOSHULAK, Mark Alex, Marlene JUENKE, Deborah Lawrence, Marian 
GOSHULAK, Randy Nick, Pauline JUENKE, Denise Ralf, Betty 
GRABOWSKY, Dennis Lawrence, Joan JUENKE, Kevin Lawrence, Marian 

.} GRABOW SKY, Janet Lawrence, Joan KAATZ, Jill William, Joyce 
GRAVES, Debra Gerald, Ann KABALUK, Charlene John, Betty 
GRAVES, William Gerald, Ann KALINSKI, Kevin Orest, Dorothy 
GRAY, David Gerhard, Gudrun Fiebelkorn KAMARAUS, Sheila William, Florence 

{Guardians} KAMARAUS, Shirley William, Florence 
GRESCHUK, Heather William, Elizabeth KANAROSKI, Barbara Edwin, Shirley 
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Students' Name Parents' or Guardians' Names Students' Name Parents' or Guardians' Names 

KANAROSKI, Joseph Edwin, Shirley KOZIE, Audrey Clarence, Verna 
KANAROSKI, Sandra Edwin, Shirley KOZIER, Bradley Michael, Dianne 
KANAROSKI, Susan Edwin, Stanley KOZIER, Darren Michael, Dianne 
KANASKI, Robert Stanley, Irene KOZODY, Bernice Alex, Leona 
KASHTON, Dennis Joseph, Helen KOZYRA, Bradley William, Barbara 
KAT AZINSKI, Bridget Alex, Margaret KOZYRA, Bridget William, Barbara 
KAT AZINSKI, Charlene Alex, Margaret KRA WCHUK, Brenda Paul, Connie 
KAT AZINSKI, Corrine Alex, Margaret KRAWCHUK, John Nick, Wendy 
KAZINA, Carolyn Henry, Lorraine KRA WCHUK, Linda Nick, Wendy 
KAZINA, Cindee Henry, Lorraine KRAWCHUK, Trevor Paul, Connie 
KAZINA, Robert Henry, Lorraine KRA YNYK, Lisa Fred, Florence 
KEBERNIK, James Helmut, Elizabeth KRA YNYK, Terrance Fred, Florence 
KEHLER, Anna Margaret Kehler KREBS, Beatrice Gordon, Alice 
KEHLER, Robert James, Evelyn Martens (Guard.) KREBS, Brenda Gordon, Alice 
KELLER, Kimberly Ivan, Carole KREBS, Darrel Harold, Shirley 
KELLER, Miles Ivan, Carole KREBS, Natalie Gordon, Alice 
KENNEDY, Janet Robert, Katherine KREBS, Richard Harold, Shirley 
KENNEDY, Todd Robert, Katherine KREBS, Shannon Walter, Lillian 
KIELICH, Ronald Helmut, Martha KREBS, Susan Gordon, Alice 
KINES, Janet James, Shirley KREBS, Wendy Gordon, Alice 
KINES, Joanne James, Shirley KREVESKY, Liana Ruth Krevesky 
KINES, Josephine Barry, Arlene KROEKER, Douglas Peter, Sandra 
KINTOP, Colin Walter, Elizabeth KRUK, Darryl Joseph, Joyce 
KINTOP, Douglas Walter, Elizabeth KRUK, Douglas Joseph, Joyce 
KISILOSKI, Keri Clifford, Beverly KULBABA, Sherry William, Adele 
KISILOSKI, Kevin Clifford, Beverly KULY, James Albert, Norma 
KISSOCK, Murray Jack, Jean KUMHYR, Steve Beverly Kumhyr 
KITCHEN, Darren Gladys Kitchen KUNKEL, Donna Rudy, Ethel 
KITCHEN, Roberta Gladys Kitchen KUNKEL, Rena Rudy, Ethel 
KLAPPRA T, Gail Lawrence, Brenda LADEROUTE, Kimberly Joseph, Beverly 
KLAPPRA T, Larissa Alvin, Alice LADEROUTE, Pamela Joseph, Beverly 
KLAPPRA T, Pamela Lawrence, Brenda LANDRIAULT, Noreen Michael, Sylvia 
KLAPPRA T, Robert Wilbert, Cecelia LANGE, Holly Herman, Gertrude 
Klapprat, Sandra Lawrence, Brenda LANGE, Lorne Herman, Gertrude 
KLAPPRA T, Scott Alvin, Alice LANGE, Nancy Herman, Gertrude 
KLAPPRAT, Shirlee Wilbert, Cecelia LANGE, Susan Herman, Gertrude 
KLIMCHUK, Brenda John, Pearl LANGNER, Elizabeth Roy, Helen 
KLIMCHUK, Michael John, Pearl LAURENT, Kurt Harold, Mary 
KLOS, Colleen Edward, Georgette LAVOIE, Roy Marjorie Lavoie 
KLOSE, Katherine Fred, Doreen LEAKE, Shauna Freda Leake 
KNAPP, Lori Edward, Kathy LECLERC, Anna (Adult Student) 
KNAPP, Susan Edward, Kathy LEE, Allen Peter, Kim 
KOERSVELT, Peter Peter, Diane LEE, Michael Peter, Kim 
KOERSVEL T, Robert Peter, Diane LEE, Oscar Peter, Kim 
KOERSVEL T, Suzanne Peter, Diane LEFKO, Bernadine Bernie, Lovey 
KOMADOWSKI, Carol Edward, Wanda LEFKO, Eric Bernie, Lovey 
KOMADOWSKI, Daniel Florian, Dianna LEITENBERGER, Brigette Martin, Helen 
KOMADOWSKI, Diane Edward, Wanda LENTZ, Andrew Richard, Evelyn 
KOMADOWSKI, Lori Edward, Wanda LEOCHKO, Carl Michael, Bernice 
KOMADOWSKI, Tami Florian, Dianna LEPINE, Jeffrey Gerald, Teresa 
KOMADOWSKI, Terrance Florian, Dianna LEPINE, Martin Gerald, Teresa 
KOMADOWSKI, Tom William, Eleanor LINDEN SCHMIDT, Karin Erich, Rita 
KONDRA TIUK, Sheila Adolph, Elizabeth LINDEN SCHMIDT, Karl Erich, Rita 
KOSS, Kathleen Clarence, Doris LINDSTROM, Jeffrey Kenneth, Lyh 
KOSTER, Eddy Fred, Mary LINKE, Debbie Arthur, Patricia ~: 

KOSTIEW, Dana Ernest, Lorraine LITKE, David Albert, Olga ." 

KOSTIEW, D'arcy Ernest, Lorraine LITKE, David Edwin, Hazel 
KOSTIEW, Loni Ernest, Lorraine LITKE, Glen Albert, Olga 
KOSTIUK, Darryl Lawrence, Vicki LITKE, Greg Helen Litke 
KOSTIUK, Kimberly Lawrence, Vicki LITKE, Joycelyn William, Joan 
KOWALCHUK, Shelley Nick, Helen LITKE, Raymond Paul, Roberta 
KOWALIK, Marcy Eddy, Allene LITKE, Richard Paul, Roberta 
KOWALIK, Richard Eddy, Allene LETWIN, Todd Clarence, Marcella 
KOWALKE, Colleen Arthur, Diana LOEB, Greg Richard, Elsie 
KOWALKE, Kimberly Arthur, Diana LOEB, Janice William, Mary 
KOZAN, Linda Ted, Julie LOEB, Lorna Hugo, Bernice ~. :: 

." 
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Students' Name Parents' or Guardians' Names Students' Name Parents' or Guardians' Names 

LOEB, Terrance William, Mary MOLINSKI, Christine Gordon, Darlene --

LOEWEN, Doreen Frank, Janet MOLINSKI, Kenneth Joe, Helen 
LOEWEN, Gail Frank, Janet MOLINSKI, Laurie Roy, Rosalie 
LOEWEN, Henry Frank, Janet MOSQUIN, Darcey Daniel, Elsie 
LOEWEN, Linda Frank, Janet MOSQUIN, Lyndon Daniel, Elsie 
LONG, Deborah Ronald, Karen MROZ, Bradley Roger, Sylvia 
LONG, Jeffrey Ronald, Karen MROZ, Darryl Roger, Sylvia 
LUCAS, Sharon Judy Lucas MROZ, Donald Richard, Edna 
LUCEK, Donnie John, Mary MROZ, Glenn Roger, Sylvia 
KUKACIN, Terrance James, Sandra MROZ, Sharon Richard, Edna 
KUKIE, Chad Nick, Mary-Anne MULLA, Kevin Edward, Shirley 
LUKIE, Darrin Nick, Mary-Anne MULLA, Leanne Edward, Shirley 
LUKIE, Dean Nick, Mary-Anne MULLA, Luke Paul, Shirley 
LUCKO, Sharon Michael, Anne MULLA, Ronald Joseph, Darlene 
LUSSIER, Cory Roger, Rose Marie MURASH, Allan George, Joyce 
LUSSIER, Lise Roger, Rose Marie MURASH, Darrin George, Joyce 
LUSZECK, Brian Arthur, Lenora MUTIC Dane Bodgan, Jelena 
LUSZECK, Lori Arthur, Lenora NAA YKENS, John John, Pauline 
MacINNES, Freddie Fred, Pearle NAGY, Suzanna John, Elizabeth i.-. 

MacINTOSH, Leah Barry, Diane NAHACZEWSKI, Barbara Bernie, Elizabeth 
MacINTOSH, Sandra Barry, Diane NAHACZEWSKI, Sandra Bernie, Elizabeth 
MacKENZIE, Christopher Brian, Beverly NAULT, Derrick Bernard, Martha 

( MacKENZIE, Steven Brian, Beverly NAULT, Tracey Bernard, Martha 
McBAIN, Scott John, Marion NAZAREWICH, Susan Steve, Eleanor 
McCALMAN, Karen James, Marion NEDUZAK, Bradley Joseph, Violet 
McKAY, Cheryl Dale, Judy NOVAKOWSKI, Dean Larry, Bernice 
McLEAN, Sara William, Vera OBIE, Jim Norman, Joyce 
McLAREN, Sharon John, Mildred OBlE, Valerie Orlin, Myrtle 
McMURRICH, Bruce John, Hope OGRODNIK, Andrew Gordon, Jayne 
McMURRICH, Sara John, Hope OGRODNIK, Lori Gordon, Jayne 
MAGNUSSON, Shane Bud, Elsie OGRODNIK, Peter Gordon, Jayne 
MALCOLM, Terri Barry, Leona OKOLIT A, Tamara Martin, Evangeline 
MANN, Monica Donald, Lois OLECKA, Heather Edward, Leona 
MAREK, Jeffrey Michael, Jean OMICHINSKI, Ward Martin, Janice 
MAREK, Michelle Michael, Jean OMICHINSKI, Wyatt Martin, Janice 
MARIASH, Patricia Bernard, Virginia ONESCHUK, Brenda David, Pearl 
MARIASH, Susan Bernard, Virginia ONESCHUK, Darren David, Pearl 
MARK, Tammy Morley, Margaret ONESCHUK, Michael Edward, Muriel 
MARKUS, Teresa Norman, Dorothy ONESCHUK, Shannon Edward, Muriel 
MAROWITCH, Dean Mike, Sam OPYC, Greg Eva Opyc 
MARSHALL, Tracey Charles, Evelyn ORR, Bruce Bruce, Edmonde 
MARTIN, Brenda Roy, Elva OSTRYZNIUK, Kenneth Paul, Rose 
MARTIN, David Roy, Elva OTKE, Martha Edward, Alice 

~~ MARTIN, Diane Roy, Elva OTT, Sandra Harold, Cora 
MARYNEWICH, Lisa Joseph, Adeline OTTO, Carl Clarence, Beverly ~~: 

MATCHETT, Ramona Alex Matchett OTTO, Colleen Melvin, Donna 
MAZUR, Larry Phillip, Margaret OTTO, Heather Melvin, Donna 
MAZUR, Lori Phillip, Margaret OTTO, Kimberly Gordon, Joan 
MAZUR, Robert Robert, Irene OTTO, Randall Clarence, Beverly 
MEISNER, Kurt Sandra Meisner OWENS, Holly Jerry, Agatha 
MESOJEDNIK, Debbie Walter, Barbara OWENS, Jeffrey Jerry, Agatha 
MEYERS, Tammy Leonard, Eleanore PANAS, Corey John, Jean 
MICKEY, Christopher Norman, Marcia PANAS, Phillip John, Jean 
MICKEY, Darlene Norman, Marcia PARKE, Pamela Victor, Joan 
MICKEY, Jody Norman, Marcia PARKINSON, Deborah Barry, Joan Nielands 
MICKEY, Kerry Norman, Marcia PARKS, Curtis Harold, Margaret 
MIDDLETON, Andrew William, Mary PASTULA, Jamie Stanley, Toni 
MIDDLETON, Richard William, Mary PATTERSON, Darren Tim, Sherri Wyenberg (Guard.) 
MIKOLUFF, Debbie Walter, Betty PEARCE, Brian Wesley, Merle 
MIKOLUFF, Richard Walter, Betty PEARCE, Lynn Wesley, Merle 
MILLS, Brent James, Maureen PEARCE, Sian Wesley, Merle 
MILLS, Grant James, Maureen PEITSCH, Neil Herbert, Loise 
MINARZ, Darren Jerry, Nancy PEL UK, Cindy Gerald, Ruth 
MINARZ, Kevin Jerry, Nancy PELUK, Lisa Kenneth, Mary 
MODJESKI, Barbara John, Joan PERA, Jonathon Gerhard, Ruth 
MODRZEJEWSKI, Karen Ambrose Modrzejewski PERA, Paul Gerhard, Ruth 
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Students' Name Parents' or Guardians' Names Students' Name Parents' or Guardians' Names 

PESCITELLI, Jeffrey Michael, Margaret ROSENTRETER, Dean John, Joanne 
PESCITELLI, Karen Michael, Margaret ROSENTRETER, Lisa Richard, Carol 
PETERS, Donald Adolf, Isobel ROSENTRETER, Tim Daniel, Lily 
PETERS, Jonathon Patrick, Sally ROSIN, Brian Arthur, Edna 
PETTIPAS, Connie Paul, Valerie ROSIN, Debra Arthur, Edna 
PETZNIK, Anita Alfred, Delila ROSS, Alexandra Neil, Sandra 
PFEIFER, Jeffrey Joseph, Bertha ROWNTREE, Edward Arthur, Marge 
PHILLIPS, Hugh David, Sheila ROWNTREE, Rosemarie Arthur, Marge 
PLAETINCK, Carolyn John, Joan RUCHKALL, Ardine Albert, Iris 
PLAETINCK, Robert John, Joan RUCHKALL, Sheldon Albert, Iris 
PLESKACH, Bernie Joseph, Carol RYBACK, Darlene Steve, Lorraine 
POPIEL, Larry Frank, Adeline RYBACK, Darren Steve, Lorraine 
PORHOWNIK, Cindy Lawrence, Carolyn RYBACK, Debbie Steve, Lorraine 
PRATT, Dawn Glenn, Donna RYBACK, Derrick Steve, Lorraine 
PRA TT, Michael Glenn, Donna SABOURIN, Ila Eugene, Eleanor 
PRATT, Roger Glenn, Donna SACK VIE, Beverley Roy, Dorothy 
PRETTIE, Melanie Lawrence, Clara SACK VIE, Kenneth Roy, Dorothy 
PRETTIE, Tracy Lawrence, Clara SANCLEMENTE, Walter Walter, Maureen 
PRETTIE, William Lonson, Beverly SASLEY, Jamie Donald, Barbara Ostlund 
PRICE, Liana Donald, Shirley SAWCHUK, Michelle Marge Sawchuk 
PRILL, Sandra August, Lena SCHADE, Gerald Donald, Patricia 
PROKOPEC Rae Harry, Pearl SCHADE, Suzanne Donald, Patricia 
PRONYCH, Corrine Paul, Lorna SCHALLIER, Wolfgang Erich, Rita Lindenschmidt 
PRONYCH, Monique Paul, Lorna (Guardians) 
PROTOSA VAGE, Sherry Carol Protosavage SCHEWE, Andrew Edward, Mary 
PRUSE, Brenda John, Margaret SCHEWE, Kevin Norman, Lorraine 
PRUSE, Terrance John, Margaret SCHILLER, Albert Elsie Schiller 
PUHACZ, Darren George, Marge SCHILLER, Alfred Elsie Schiller 
PUKALO, Cari Michael, Ellen SCHILLER, Holly Rudolf, Helen 
PUKALO, Laura Michael, Ellen SCHILLER, Irene Elsie Schiller 
RACH, Tammy Bennis, Bernice SCHILLER, Lilly Elsie Schiller 
RACHUK, Jimmy Mike, Jean SCHILLER, Verna Rudolf, Helen 
RACHUK, Michael Mike, Jean SCHINDEL, Cindy Edwin, Beverly 
RACHUK, Patricia Mike, Jean SCHINDEL, Rhonda Edwin, Beverly 
RADONS, Tracy Ronald, Sherry SCHINDEL, Ronald Edwin, Beverly 
RA TT AI, Debbie Ronald, Patricia SCHMIDTKE, Barry Henry, Audrey 
RA TT AI, Debra Richard, Patricia SCHMULAND, Clayton Harold, Anne 
RA TT AI, Kevin Richard, Patricia SCHNELLERT, Christine Edward, Victoria 
RA TT AI, Pamela Alvin, Laura SCHNUBB, Georgina George, Judy 
RA TT AI, Shawn Alvin, Laura SCHNUBB, Lori George, Judy 
REICH, Anne Adam, Verna SCHOENBERGER, Iris Ernest, Evelyn 
REICH, Doreen Adam, Verna SCHOENBERGER, Kenneth Verne, Eva 
REIS, David Charles, Fern SCHOENBERGER, Stuart Verne, Eva 
RELF, Lorne William, Olga SCHOENBERGER, Stuart Ernest, Evelyn 
RELF, Patricia William, Olga SCHOLZ, Dianne Gordon, Jean 
RERICK, Deborah Clifford, Irene SCHOLZ, Eric Gordon, Jean 
RERICK, Glen Clifford, Irene SCHOLZ, Leonard Gordon, Jean 
RESKE, Donald Emil, Violet SCHROEDER, Donald Alvin, Dorothy 
RICHARDS, Aaron Stanley, Nadine SCHUL TZ, Dawn Donald, Margaret 
RICHARDS, Marianne Stanley, Nadine SCHUL TZ, Bonnie John, Celine 
RICHARDS, Norman Stanley, Nadine SCHWARK, Brian Charles, Florence 
RIDDALL, Jeffrey Wayne, Marlene SCHWARK, Christine Raymond, Irene 
ROBINSON, Jerrod Leonard, Christine Liberty SCHW ARK, Karen Charles, Florence 

(Grandparents) SCHWARK, Kimberly Daniel, Irene 
ROBINSON, Luciann William, Irene SCHWEEDIC Suzanne William, Florence Kamaraus ~~; 
ROEBUCK, Carla Hal, Bonnie SEIDEL, Douglas Robert, Lorraine 
ROEBUCK, Gary Hal, Bonnie SELCH, Robert August, Dorothy 
ROMANISHEN, Darrell Alex, Doreen SEMCHUK, Donna John, Joyce 
ROMANISHEN, Glenn Alex, Doreen SEMCHUK, Douglas John, Joyce 
ROMANISHEN, Terry Alex, Doreen SHAW, Bruce Walter, Olga 
ROMANISHEN, Todd Alex, Doreen SHAW, Joanne Walter, Olga 
RONDEAU, Monique Richard, Alma SHEPERTYCKI, Greg Ronald, Judy 
ROSENTRETER, Audra John, Joanne SHEPERTYCKI, Tammy Ronald, Judy 
ROSENTRETER, Bruce Richard, Carol SHEWCHUK, Donna Sonia Shewchuk 
ROSENTRETER, Craig John, Joanne SHUMILA, Pamela Peter, Stella 
ROSENTRETER, David Charles, Jean SHUSTER, Wendy Phil, Pearl l ~, 

,. 
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Students' Name Parents' or Guardians' Names Students' Name Parents' or Guardians' Names 

SIBILLEAU, Corrine Emilien, Jeannine STRECKER, Darrin Clarence, Elizabeth 
SIEMENS, Howard William, Gladys STRECKER, Rodney Clarence, Elizabeth 
SIEMENS, Shannon William, Gladys STUART, Susan Garry, Margaret 
SIKORA, Carla Edna Sikora STUART, Gail Garry, Margaret 
SIKORA, Melissa Edna Sikora STUBEL, David Robert, Leona 
SIKORA, Sheryl Edna Sikora SUROWICH, Marie Lawrence, Minnie 
SIMCOE, Denise Peter, Donna SUSS, Anton Gerhard, Gerda 
SIMMONS, Joanna Robert, Giselle SWIRSKI, Christine Mike, Helen 
SIMPSON, Clare Clifford, Joan SWIRSKI, Peter Mike, Helen 
SINGBEIL, Christine Leonard, Irene SYROWITZ, Heather Albert, Ethel 
SINGBEIL, Darren Ronald, Sharon SYROWITZ, Robert Albert, Ethel 
SINGBEIL, Dawn Gerald, Sharon SYWULSKY, Beth John, Doreen 
SINGBEIL, Kassy Larry, Sandra SZAJEWSKI, Tamara Joseph, Benita 
SINGBEIL, Wendy Ronald, Sharon SZAJEWSKI, Trevor Joseph, Benita 
SIWAK, Terry Lenard, Helen T A VENER, Sharon Stewart, Irene 
SKIBA, Andrew Walter, Leona TERPSTRA, Johannes Gerrit, Patricia 
SLOBODIAN, Kenneth Kelvin, Eleanor TERPSTRA, Richard Gerrit, Patricia 
SLOBODIAN, Lisa Kelvin, Eleanor TETREAULT, Ginette Rosaire, Diane 
SLOBODIAN, Michael Kelvin, Eleanor THIBODEAU, Angie Lydia Thibodeau ,.' 

SMALL, Darlene Beverly, Augusta THOMASSON, Kristin Douglas, Denise 
SMALL, Kenneth Arnold Small THOMPSON, Edward Lawrence, Diane 
SMALL, Lloyd Beverly, Augusta THOMSON, Tammy Robert, Ruth : 
SMILEY, Wendy Roy, Clara TOEWS, Mary Jane (Adult Student) 
SMITH, Jeffrey Walter, Elaine TOMASSON, Charlene Chris, Ardith 
SMITH, Rosemarie Roy, Leonie TOMASSON, Richard Chris, Ardith 
SMITH, Tammy Paul, Elsie TOWLE, Jo-Anne Bert, Joyce 
SMITH, Walter Roy, Leonie TRAPP, Nancy Kenneth, Joan 
SMOLARSKI, Anthony Edward, Zonie TRAPP, Shelley Kenneth, Joan 
SMOLARSKI, Myron Edward, Zonie TROMBO, Bonnie Lawrence, Alice 
SMOLARSKI, Tammy Edward, Zonie TROMBO, Karen Allen, Elizabeth 
SMOLINSKI, Kathleen Stanley, Thelma TROMBO, Kevin Lawrence, Alice 
SMYRSKI, Richard Joseph, Jane TYMKO, Brenda Joseph, Marion 
SOKALSKI, Carol Kasmir, Mae TYMKO, Catherine Alvin, Margaret 
SOKOL, Dawn John, Judith TYMKO, Gail Alvin, Margaret 
SOKOL, Debbie John, Judith URBANSKI, Sean Ethel Urbanski 
SPEERS, Diane Clarke, Shirley URSEL, Crystal Brian, Dianne 
SPEERS, Nancy Clarke, Shirley URSEL, Karen Brian, Dianne 
SPEERS, Sharon Clarke, Shirley URSEL, Shannon Brian, Dianne 
SPENCE, Monica John, Selma Van AERT, Ellen Corneilus, Anne 
SPICE, Kevin Peter, Florence Van AERT, Joanne Corneilus, Anne 
SPICE, Michael Peter, Florence Van AERT, John Corneilus, Anne 
SPITZ, Cynthia Klaus, Mary Van AERT, Richard Corneilus, Anne 
SPLETT, Darren Henry, Margaret Van BUCKENHOUT, Marie George, Yvonne 
SPLETT, Donna Henry, Margaret Van LOON, Carolyn John, Cathy 
STAIRS, Cheryl Philip, Treasure Van LOON, Russell John, Cathy 
ST ANIUL, Michael Walter, Gayle VENABLES, Allan Arthur, Laurette 
STANLEY, Anthony Jack, Beverly VOROS, Jody Paul, Marjorie 
STANLEY, John Jack, Beverly VOSS, Janet Norman, Eleanor 
STANLEY, Kerry George, Diane VOSS, Joanne Clarence, Gail 
STANLEY, Schell George, Diane VOSS, Richard Clarence, Gail 
ST ANLEY, Thad George, Diane VOSS, Sylvia Norman, Eleanor 
ST ANTIC, Peter Paul, Renate WALL, Donald George, Anne 
STEFANIUK, Gail Donald, Rose WALL, Janet George, Anne 
STEF ANIUK, Howard Donald, Rose WARD, John-Paul Kathryn Ward 
STEFANIUK, Kimberly Paul, Marie WARREN, Catherine Robert, Audrey 
STEFANIUK, Pamela Harry, Doreen WASNIE, Danny Ralph, Marlene 
STEFANSSON, John Irvin, Mary-Jane WASNIE, Kimberley Ralph, Marlene 
STEINKE, Gregory Harry, Walderine WAYNE, Michael Michael, Carol 
STEINKE, Kenneth Rudy, Freida WEAVER, Brian Rodney, Elaine 
STEINKE, Thomas Fred, Dorothy WEAVER, Rodney Rodney, Elaine 
STENGEL, Jeffrey Harold, Leona WEEDMARK, James Fred, Eleanor 
STENGEL, Wendy Harold, Leona WEEDMARK, Margurite Garnet, Adele 
STETZ, Marilyn Alex, Rose WEEDMARK, Stephen Fred, Eleanor 
STEVENS, Janet William, Camilla WEIDMAN, Kelly Herbert, Leona 
STEVENS, William William, Camilla WEIDMAN, Rhonda Herbert, Leona 
STILKOWSKI, Bonnie Nick, Mary WENSEL, Janet Gerald, Joan 
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Students' Name 

WENSEL, Shannon 
WENZOSKI, Cindy 
WENZOSKI, Jackie 
WENZOSKI, Susan 
WERNER, Janet 
WESELAK, Cheryl 
WESELAK, Tim 
WESELAK, Tracey 
WEST, Allan 
WESTHOVEN, John 
WILGOSH, Michael 
WILKE, Dana 
WILSON, Timothy 
WINNE MULLER, Leah 
WINNEMULER, Leona 
WINTER, Kelly 
WITOSKI, Leonard 
WITTMEIER, Lisa 
WITTMEIER, Mona 
WITTMEIER, Roxanne 
WITZKE, Susan 
WOJCIK, Arthur 

Grade 1 

BOONSTRA, Kimberly 
BREDIN, Richard 
GOW, Dougie 
GRESCHUK, Crystal 
HASTMAN, Leslie 
HEWINS, Charles 
HRYCIW, Karleen 
KLEIN, Karen 
KOWALKE, Krystin 
KOWALKE, Leanne 
KOWALKE, Shawn 
KOZAK, Kalyle 
KROEKER, Brent 
LAING, Jason 
MALCOLM, Michael 
NAZAREWICH, Perry 
NIEMCZYK, Mark 
OSNACH, Trevor 
SIMPSON, Robert 
SLOPER, Christopher 
SMITH, Mark 
WUTKE, Hollie 

Grade 2 

BABISKY, Michael 
BANGERT, Mark 
BODNARCHUK, Cory 
BOMEK, Andrea 
BOYKO, Kyle 
BUKOSKI, Holly 
EARL Y, Bobby 
GROINUS, Tracey 
KAT AZINSKI, Kevin 
KISILOSKI, Cynthia 

Parents' or Guardians' Names 

Gerald, John 
John, Myrtle 
Theodore, Alma 
James, Muriel 
Eric, Irma 
Ernest, Carol 
Ernest, Carol 
Ernest, Carol 
Lorraine West 
Peter, Margaret 
Stanley, Elsie 
Leonard, Lynda 
Ronald, Phyllis 
Herman, Roberta 
Herman, Roberta 
David, Marge 
Stanley, Carol 
Harry, Lilly 
Harry, Lilly 
Harry, Lilly 
Gordon, Vicky 
Edward, Margaret 

Students' Name 

WOJCIK, Christine 
WOJCIK, David 
WOJCIK, Richard 
WOLOWICH, John 
WOLOWICH, Michael 
WOOD, Cindy 
WOOD, Tracey 
WURCH, Maralee 
WYNEBBERG, Sherry 
ZABROCKI, David 
ZABROCKI, Sandra 
ZACHAR, Carol 
ZACHAR, Shannon 
ZACHAR, Tracy 
ZIESKE, Allan 
ZIESKE, Brenda 
ZIESKE, Sherry 
ZOMBER, Kelly 
ZOMBER, Sheila 
YORK, Karin 
YUSISHEN, Cheryl 

Students of Garson-Tyndall Elementary School 
1980-81 

Tim, Laura KNAPP, Kent 
Rick, Debbie KOMADOWSKI, Robbie 
Doug, Pat KOWALKE, Kurtis 
Adolph, Eva LOSKY, Shannon 
Lawrence, Ruth MODLA, Andy 
David, Jessie SABOVITH, Marni 
Barry, Marilyn SHANNON, Jacqueline 
Ken, Maureen SKIBA, Keri-Anne 
Herbert, Diane ST ANIUL, Colleen 
Lenard, Lynette STELMACK, Gregory 
Ron, May STELMASCHUK, Glenn 
Jacqueline VERNON, Treena 
Peter, Sandra ZOLONDEK, Susan 
David, Margaret 
Barry, Leona Grade 3 
Joe, Marge BASSENDOWSKI, Wayne 
John, Henryka CARLSON, Colleen 
Wayne, Carol DYCK, Lawrence 
Joseph, Patricia GESSIE, Kyle 
Catharine GRESCHUK, Barbara 
David, Donna HOSCO, Stacey 
Gordon, Lucy KOWALKE, Cathy 

KOZAK, Thomas 
LABOSSIERE, Nicole 

George, Hazel LAING, Kristine 
Albert, Diana MILLS, Mamie 
Alan, Sandra NIEMZCYK, Gregory 
John, Dorothee NA VOKOSKI, Carrie 
Bruce, Betty OBIE, Richard 
Casmir, Bonnie PAVLICK, Naomi 
James, Irene SIMPSON, Izena 
Wilfred, Sylvia SKIBA, Barbara 
Alexander, Margaret STELMASCHUK, Dianna 
Richard, Sandra VENCHUK, Thomas 
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Parents' or Guardians' Names 

Edward, Margaret 
Edward, Margaret 
Edward, Margaret 
Daniel, Florence 
Steve, Linda 
Kenneth, Mary 
Kenneth, Mary 
George, Marie 
Tim Wyenberg (Husband) 
Raymond, Melvina 
Raymond, Melvina 
John, Doreen 
John, Doreen 
Irene Zachar 
Harvey Zieske 
Gustav, Eleanor 
Alfred, Lillian 
Walter, Shirley 
Walter, Shirley 
Jim, Linda 
Edward, Leona 

Edward, Katherine 
Edward, Wanda 
Herbert, Diane 
Larry, Hazel 
Andrej, Zora 
Dennis, Mary 
Kenneth, Barbara 
Lawrence, Linda 
Walter, Gayle 
William, Sonia 
Alexander, Lorna 
Allen, Marcia 
Stanley, Valerie 

William, Emily 
Robert, Patricia 
Jake, Margaret 
Gladys 
Adolph, Eva 
Sidney, Sharon 
Ron, May 
Victor, Agnes 
Romeo, Carla 
David, Margaret 
Jim, Maureen 
John, Henryka 
Allan, Vicky 
Orlin, Myrtle 
Albert, Linda 
Clifford, Joan 
Selby, Rose 
Alexander, Lorna 
Victor, Agnes 

~>: 



Students' Name 

Grade 4 

BOONSTRA, Walter 
BORLEY, Gilbert 
BROWN, Tyler 
BUKOSKI, Christine 
CHERCOE, Jayson 
COE, Jason 
DE JONG, Marianne 
DUBE, Marci 
FEHR, Rodney 
FIEBELKORN, Tammy 
FIEBELKORN, Tomas 
HLADY, Richard 
HORVATH, Janet 
KAT AZINSKI, Daryl 
KOLEHMAINEN, Lisa 
LOSKY, Quint 
MALBY, Gordon 
MARYNEWICH, Carol 
MESOJEDNIK, James 
MESOJEDNIK, Sean 
MYRCHAK, Richard 
NAZAREWICH, Trevor 
RIDDALL, Holly 
ROWNTREE, Alex 
SABOVITCH, Cindy 
STRUMBICKY, Angela 
WINKLER, Michelle 
WINNEMULLER, Lisa 

Grade 5 

BANASH, Tammy 
BARON, Corey 
BIALEK, Andrew 
BOMEK, Laura 
BREUS, Kevin 
BUKOSKI, Brenda 
BUKOSKI, Glen 
CHORNEY, Jamie 
EARL Y, Raedene 
GESSIE, A. Trevor 
GROIN US, Trevor 
HORVATH, Jeff 
JAMIESON, Don 
JEFFERY, Lee Ann 
KNAPP, Corinee (Cory) 
KOMADOWSKI, Cindy 

ADRAIN, Shawn 
ANTYMIS, Lee 
ARMSTRONG, Anita 
ARSENAULT, Derek 
ARSENAULT, Shawn 
BABEY, Paula 
BACHMAN, Dana 
BACHMAN, Michael 
BADIOU, Michelle 

Parents' or Guardians' Names Students' Name 

KOZAK, Maria 

Tim, Laura KOZIER, Jason 

Waynne LABOSSIERE, Sheri 

Alex, Coral LA VOlE, Penny 

Casmir, Bonnie MALCOLM, Deborah 

Terry, Linda MULLA, Charlene 

Ronald, Edna NIKODEM, Leanne 

Ron, Mickey NOVAKOSKI, Jeffrey 

Roger, Margaret P A VUCK, Conrad 

Arthur, Eva PRUDEN, Christine 

Donald, Connie SIMPSON, Craig 

Donald, Connie SKIBA, David 

Frank, Donna VENCHUK, Darlene 

William, Vera 
Grade 6 Alexander, Margaret 

Eric, Jackie ARMSTRONG, Dwayne 
Larry, Hazel BANGERT, Brian 
Gerald, Karen BROWN, Shauna 
Leonard, Patricia BUKOSKI, Greg 
Walter, Barbara BZDELL, Rhonda 
Walter, Barbara DeJONG, Michael 
Michael, Rita GENSOREK, Robert 
Joseph, Margaret HASTMAN, Tim 
Wayne, Marlene HORVATH, Joyce 
Arthur, Margie JENSEN, Glen 
Dennis, Mary KAZINA, Kerry 
John, Nellie KNAPP, Sheri 
Marvin, Raymonde LAVOIE, Jamie 
Herman, Roberta LOSKY, Kelly 

MACAULEY, Scott 
MARYNEWICH, Donna 

Ted, Joyce McMURRICH, Jeff 

Edna MODLA, Michelle 

Robert, Violet NAZAREWICH, Gary 

John, Dorothee NAZAREWICH, Pamela 

Michael, Mary PETERS, Dwayne 

John, Mary PLAZIO, Linda 

Alfred, Frances PORHOWNIK, Royden 

Clarence, Donna PRETTIE, Jason 

Edward, Marilyn REICH, Penny 

Gladys SHANNON, Kenneth 

Wilfred, Sylvia SIMPSON, Joseph 

William, Vera SIMPSON, Maureen 

Gordon, Eileen SKIBA, Theresa 

Carole SLOPER, Jennifer 

Edward, Katherine ST APOR, Steve 

Edward, Wanda 

Students of Beausejour Elementary School 
1980-81 

David Bullman, Linda Adrain 
Gerald, Alexis 
John, Audrey 
Brian, Brenda 
Brian, Brenda 
Robert, Stephanie 
Floyd, Charmaine 
Floyd, Charmaine 
Roger, Simone 
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BADIOU, Patrick 
BAH DE, Cathrine 
BISKO, Chad 
BAKER, Candace 
BAKER, Gary 
BARKMAN, Michelle 
BASTIE, Chris 
BASTIE, Chuck 
BAXTER, Karl 

Parents' or Guardians' Names 

Victor, Agnes 
Mike, Diane 
Romeo, Carla 
Margaret 
Barry, Leona 
Joseph, Darlene 
Rudolf, Wilma 
Allan, Vicky 
Albert, Linda 
William, Mayme 
Joseph, Patricia 
Frank, Valerie 
Linda 

Richard, Laura 
Albert, Diana 
Alex, Coral 
John, Marlene 
Adolph, Maureen 
Ron, Mickey 
Diane 
Lawrence, Ruth 
William, Vera 
Jeannie 
Stanley 
Edward, Ka therine 
Margaret 
Larry, Hazel 
Robert, Lorraine 
Len, Pat 
John, Hope 
Andrej, Zora 
Steve, Eleanor 
Joseph, Marge 
Ed, Ruby 
William, Josephine 
Lawrence, Carolyn 
Lawrence, Clara 
Adam, Verna 
Kenneth, Barbara 
Joseph, Patricia 
Clifford, Joan 
Frank, Valerie 
Catharine 
Steve, Helen 

Roger, Simone 
Werner, Mary-Ann 
Gary, Dorothy 
Paul, Rosemarie 
Nick, Elaine 
Helen, Homer 
Gerald, Deborah 
Gerald, Deborah 
Bun, Linda 

~'" 
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Students' Name Parents' or Guardians' Names Students' Name Parents' or Guardians' Names 

BAXTER, Keith Bun, Linda FRANK, Julia Barry, Karen 
BERGSON, Natalie Dan, Judy FREDERICKSON, Tammy Lorne, Agnes 
BEST,Shaun Otto, Lorraine FREUND, Mark Allan, Margorie 
BEST, Shelley Otto, Lorraine FROEHLICH, Cory Alvin, Eileen 
BETKER, Fred George, Gertrude FROEHLICH, Jarad Donald, Catherine 
BIRCH, Adam Barrie, Barbara FROEHLICH, Kevin Alvin, Eileen 
BLIXT, Janie John, Alice FUERST, Tiffany Eric, Stephanie 
BLIXT, Kenneth John, Alice GALA Y, Stewart Ron, Valerie 
BOWERS, Lorelei Bruce, Doreen GARAND, Darren Louis, Patricia 
BOWERS, Stacy Bruce, Doreen GERMAINE, Curtis Louis, Lorraine 
BOYKO, Gillian Bruce, Betty GIBSON, Allan Cedric, Ina 
BREEN, Elsa-Ann Harold, Margaret GIBSON, Dean David, Barbara 
BUCHHOLZ, Trevor Ken, Jo-Ann GLOVER, Shane AI, Linda 
BURRELL, David Stephen, Karen GOODYEAR, Erin Ernest, Wanda 
BUSH,Cory Dave, Linda GOODYEAR, Kristy Ernest, Wanda 
BUSH, Rhonda Dwight, Darlene GORITZ, Shannon Rudy, Mary 
BUSS, Kelsey Ronald, Lorelei GOUGEON, Rene Aime, Jeanne 
CADE, Dwaine Jack and Linda Schwark GRANT, Heather Robert, Nancy 
CAMERON, Bobby Ron, Gloria GREENE, Jody Beverley 
CARMICHAEL, Travis Robert, Karen GRIEGER, Susanne Otto, Waltraud 
CASSAN, Laura Lee Robert, Carole GUIBOCHE, Elliot Joseph, Patricia 
CHASZEWSKI, Arthur Daniel, Carol GUNNING, Shauna Edward, Diana 
CHAY, Jarod Ronald, Lucille GUSTA, Glen Edward, Iona 
CHAY, Tara Ronald, Lucille HABING, Becky Lorne, Helen 
CHERCOE, Crystal Terry, Linda HABING, Brandi Lorne, Helen 
CHiMUK, Douglas Dennis, Cecelia HABING, Pamela Lorne, Helen 
CHIMUK, Brian Dennis, Cecelia HABING, Trevor James, Irene 
CHRISTENSEN, Penny Gerald, Linda HAINES, Collin Brian, Marie 
CHRISTENSEN, Laura Gerald, Linda HANSELL, Jeffrey Barry, Diane 
CHRUSCH, Curtis Frank, Christine HARBER, Roger Roger, Bev 
CHRUSCH, Jo-Ann David, Shirley HARRIS, Jessica Rory, Phyllis 
CHRUSCH, Kyle Richard, Shirley HAST MAN, Kelly Harvey, Diane 
CLEMENTS, Paul James, Anne HASTMAN, David Leo, Gerty 
COMPTON, Claire James, Helene HASTMAN, Leo Leo, Gery 
COPELAND, Diannah Charles, Eileen HAYWOOD, Chloette Jonas, Penny 
COPELAND, Joanna Charles, Eileen HA YWOOD, Chris Remi, Dorothy 
COUVIER, Shelby Dean, Donna HA YWOOD, Dustin Jonas, Penny 
CYNCORA, Heather Wally, Marlene HA YWOOD, Michael Remi, Dorothy 
CZUBOKA, Jeff Michael, Carole HENDERSON, Dax Barry and Lorraine Palmer 
DAFOE, Debbie Robert, Jeanette HEWINS, Sarah David, Jessie 
DECAIRE, David Garry, Maureen HEWITT, Nadya Dennis, Henrietta 
DEGRAVE, Raymond Ray, Annemarie HIEBERT, Karen George, Ann 
DENISUIK, Trevor Gerald, Irma HILL, Chad Bryan, Darlene 
DICKERSON, Chad Claude, Patricia HNA TIUK, Denise Ken, Gloria 
DICKEY, Colin Robert, Donna HOLDER, Calvin Richard, Carolyn 
DEWEY, Sharon Cecil, Margaret HOLIGROSKI, Crystal Lorne, Diane 
DONAGHY, Patrick Pam HOL YK, Arlene Phil, Carol 
DREWLO, Darren Bob, Lorraine HONKE, Lawrence Irvin, Alice 
DREWLO, Lorry Bob, Lorraine HORROCK, Angie Jerry, Joanne 
DUBE, Michelle Roger, Margaret HOUGHTON, Sean Doug, Alyn 
DUCHARME, Paula Paul, Gray HOUGHTON, William Doug, Alyn 
DUKE, Jared Jerry, Doreen HUBICH, Erin Kenneth, Carol 
DUMA, Peggy Cliff, Corliss JACKSON, Ryan Ronald, Valerie 
EARLY, Trevor James, Irene JACOB, Manuel John, Lucy 
EASTMAN, Michelle Dori, Pat JANZIC, Robert Josip, Katarina 
ERICKSON, Lisa Emil, Lenore JOHNSON, Danny Lawrence, Patricia 
EWASKO, Wayne Lome, Lydia JOHNSON, Kevin Walter, Glenda 
FANDYCH, Jay-Lynn Brian, Jo-anne JOHNSTON, Danny Cyril, Edna 
FELBEL, Johanna Gerhard, Gudrun JUENKE, Chris Lawrence, Marian 
FERENS, Kathy Nestor, Helen JUENKE, Shelley Raymond, Shirley 
FIEBELKORN, Tracy Kenneth, Lisa JUENKE, Tammy Raymond, Shirley 
FONDEUR, Teresa Raymond, Shirley KALINOWSKY, Leita Fred, Nadine 
FOSTY, Colleen Robert, Karen KALINSKI, Jason Orest, Dorothy 
FOSTY, Lisa Steven, Lynn KEBERNIK, Owen Helmut, Elizabeth 
FOUGERE, Justin Greg, Gloria KECK, Heidi Wilmar, Daphne 
FRAILICK, Debra William, Mae KECK, Tamara Wilmar, Daphne 
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Students' Name Parents' or Guardians' Names Students' Name Parents' or Guardians' Names 

KEEFE, Ryan John, Louise MacKENZIE, Rhonda Don, Doreen 
KEHLER, David Edna MacLEAN, Conally Wesley, Joanne 
KEHLER, Jeff Edna MARKUS, Stephen Norman, Dorothy 
KEITH, Sandy Chris, Elsie MARTIN, Shelley Jerry, Carol 
KELLER, Tracy Frank, Shirley MAROWITCH, Kirk Michael, Alexis 
KIMAK, Mary-Lou John, Dolores MARYNEWICH, John Leonard, Pat 
KINTOP, Tim Walter, Elizabeth MATCHETT, Sonia Alexander 
KISILOSKI, Jennifer Richard, Sandra MAXSOM, Tracy Rick, Kay 
KITCHEN, Tina Gladys MAZUR, Jayson Leonard, Pat 
KLOSE, Glen Fred, Doreen MAZUR, Suzette Robert, Irene 
KLYM, Angie Barry, Rosemarie McCOOEYE, Kelly Danny, Patricia 
KLYM, Tammy Roger, Gloria McCOOEYE, Kyle Danny, Patricia 

~ . 
KOMADOWSKI, Charles Bernie, Stella McLACHLAN, Trevor Ken, Sharon 
KaNDRA TIUK, Milton Adolph, Elizabeth MEYER, Tracy Bob, Diana 
KOSS, Heather Clarence, Doris MIDDLETON, Evan William, Mary 
KOSTER, Billy Fred, Mary MILBRANDT, Ryan Ronald, Lynn 
KOSTER, Karen Fred, Mary MINDERLEIN, Allen Herman, Joan 
KOWALCHUK, Curtis George, Joan MODJESKI, Sammy Paul, Gail 
KOWALCHUK, Todd Bill, Lillian MaLINSKI, Alison Charles, Sheryl 
KOWALKE, Terry Arthur, Diana MaLINSKI, Deanna Ted, Violet 
KOZIE, Daniel Clarence, Verna MaLINSKI, Renee Charles, Sheryl 
KRAWCHUK, Laura Nick, Wendy MaLINSKI, Sandy John, Kathy 
KREBS, Bernice Gordon, Alice MaLINSKI, Terri Roy, Rosalie 
KREBS, Colleen Wally, Lillian MaLINSKI, Trevor Joe, Helen 
KREBS, Todd Gordon, Alice MaLINSKI, Wayne Gordon, Darlene 
KREVESKY, Warren Ruth MOSQUIN, Daniel Elsie, Daniel 
KRISTJANSON, Kris Finley, Dyanne MROZ, Dean Roger, Sylvia 
KRUK, Dwayne Joe, Joyce MUTH, Pamela Fred, Carol 
KRYSCHUK, Darren John, Mary MUTH, Shawn Fred, Carol 
KRYSCHUK, David Roy, Pat MUTIC, Dijana Bogdan, Jelena 
KRYSCHUK, Jason John, Mary NAA YKENS, Shayanna Ron, Wendy 
KULBABA, Nicky William, Adele NAUROCKI, Renne Richard and Sharon Worona 
KURBIS, Brian Leslie, Esther NEVISTIUK, Shauna Andy, Pat 
KURBIS, Timothy Leslie, Esther NIKODEM, Leanne Ronald, Barbara 
KWITNOSKI, Rosanna Adam, Linda NISZTUK, Scott Stanley, Pauline 
KWITNOSKI, Terry Adam, Linda NOV AKa SKI, Ryan Allan, Vicky 
LACKMAN, Debbie Brian, Carol NOVAKOWSKI, Chris Larry, Bernice 
LADEROUTE, Joey Joe, Bev O'BRIEN, Jody Patrick, Janice 
LADEROUTE, Kristine Joe, Bev O'BRIEN, Kim Patrick, Janice 
LAGIMODIERE, Billy William, Jacqueline OKOLIT A, Dennis Martin, Evangeline 
LAGIMODIERE, Kelly William, Jacqueline OMICHINSKI, Joel Warren, Arlene 
LANDRIAULT, Brent Mike and Sylvia Roman OMICHINSKI, Lisa Wayne, Darlene 
LANGE, Paul Herman, Gertrude ONESCHUK, Jeff Edward, Muriel 
LANOWAY, Shannon Robert, Virginia ONESCHUK, Kenny Edward, Muriel 
LANOWAY, Sherry Robert, Virginia OTT, David Gordon, Nancy 
LaPORTE, Derek Robert, Virginia OTT, Jamie Gordon, Nancy 
LASHEK, Kelvin Larry, Donna OTTO, Chris Ernest, Leona 
LAUZIER, Melanie Jacques, Esther OTTO, Darren Ernest, Leona 
LI, Ben Peter, Kam OTTO, Roxanne Gordon, Joan 
LI, May Peter, Kam OWENS, Theressa Gerald, Agatha 
LI, Judy Peter, Kam PALMER, Alana Barry, Lorraine 
LENTZ, Jennifer Bernie, Barb PARKE, Patricia Victor, Joan 
LETWIN, Mark Clarence, Marcella PARKE, Paul Victor, Joan 
LEPINE, Allan Gerald, Teresa PARKINSON, Kevin Barry and Joan Neilands 
LINDSTROM, Jason Ken,Lyn PARSONS, Shane William, Sandra 
LINKE, Dean Arthur, Patricia PEITSCH, Bobbi-Jo Wilfred, Rosemarie 
LITKE, Colette Keith, Debra PEITSCH, Shannon Wilfred, Rosemarie 
LITKE, Dane William, Joan PELUK, Dawn Ken, Mary 
LOEB, Rhonda Ronald, Alma PEL UK, Scott Gerald, Ruth 
LaNGMUIR, Tammy Gregory, Lori PELUK, Tamara Ken, Mary 
LUKACIN, Rega James, Sandra PERA, Diyah Gary, Ruth 
LUSSIER, Colleen Roger, Rose-Marie PESCITELLI, Justin John, Deborah 
LUYEN, Dan Simon, Helen PESCITELLI, Steven Michael, Margaret 
LUYEN, Lynn Simon, Helen PETERS, Jimmy Adolph, Isobel 
MacINNES, Christina Fred, Pearl PETTIPAS, Shauna Paul, Valerie Bell 
MacINTOSH, Susan Barry, Diane PETZNIK, Jason Alfred, Delila 
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Students' Name Parents' or Guardians' Names Students' Name Parents' or Guardians' Names 

PHILLIPS, Shari David, Sheila SOBETSKI, Jeff Donald, Karen 
PLAETINCK, Mark John, Joan SOBETSKI, Tammy Donald, Karen 
PLESKACH, Cathy Joseph, Carol SOKOL, Robin John, Judith 
PLOHMAN, Angela Gary, Krystyna SOLOTKI, Scott Gary, Beverley 
POITRAS, Kathy Arthur, Judy SOMERVILLE, Mary Larrie, Jackie 
PRILL, Selena Marlene SPENCE, Beverly John, Selma 
PROWSE, Joann David, Jean SPENCE, Wilfred John, Selma 
PROWSE, Johna David, Jean SPLETT, Mark Henry, Margaret 
PRZEDNOWEK, David Richard, Susan STAIRS, Philip Phil, Treasure 
PUHACZ, Robyn George, Marjorie STALKER, Gordon William, Dorothy 
PUKALO, Chuck Michael, Ellen STANLEY, Cory-Lee John, Beverly 
PUKALO, Kit Michael, Ellen ST ANTIC, Andreas Paul, Renate 
RADONS, Wendy Ron, Sherry ST ASKA, Shawn David, Brenda 
RANKIN, Sunny Ross, Shelley ST ASIUK, Anita Kenneth, Elsie 
RANKIN, Zoe Ross, Shelley ST ASIUK, Julie Kenneth, Elsie 
RATHBONE, Kenneth Jeannette Laderoute STEFANIUK, Kevin Harry, Doreen 
RATT AI, Crystal Ron, Pat STERNAT, Jason Ray,Pauline 
RA TT AI, Mike Ron, Pat STILLER, David Peter, Anne 
REID, Duncan Jacob, Carol STODDARD, Brody Robert, Penny 
REP AR, Michael Roger, Adeline STODDART, Jamie Robert, Penny 
RILEY, Wade Allan, Shirley STORSLEY, Gillian Garnet, Carleigh 
RITTWAGE, Stephanie Robert, Anita STORSLEY, Malynda Garnet, Carleigh 
ROHLEDER, Tina Charles, Collette STRUCK, Mark David, Judy 
ROLSKY, Lisa William, Shirley STUBEL, Randy Robert, Leona 
ROLSKY, Rosemarie William, Shirley STUBEL, Rhea Robert, Leona 
ROMANISHEN, Gina Joe, Brenda SWAIN, Andrea Clare, Elizabeth 
ROMANISHEN, Tammy Joe, Brenda SZAJEWSKI, Michelle Cas, Mary Lou 
ROSENTRETER, Angel Gordon, Bonnie SZAJEWSKI, Tim Cas, Mary Lou 
ROSENTRETER, Tania John, Joanne SZAJEWSKI, Todd Joseph, Benita 
ROSS,Jason Neil, Sandra SZALAI, Robert George, Virginia 
RUCHKALL, Leanna Albert, Iris TANG, Edna Mike, Sue 
SACHVIE, James Gerald, Pat TANG, Patrick Mike, Sue 
SACHVIE, Kim Gerald, Pat TAYLOR, Danica Bruce, Louise 
SALUK, Bradley Paul, Edna TAYLOR, Jason Margo 
SAN CLEMENTE, Leanne Walter, Maureen TAYLOR, Krista Margo 
SCHEWE, Jeffrey Gary, Nina TAYLOR, Shane Bruce, Louise 
SCHEWE, Kenneth Gary, Nina TETREAULT, Andre Rosaire, Diane 
SCHINDEL, Gerald Edwin, Beverly TETREAULT, Claude Rosaire, Diane 
SCHMIDT, Jason James, Carol THEUNISSEN, Rhonda Hank, Ruby 
SCHMIDT, Tammy James, Carol THIBAULT, Justin 
SCHMULAND, Susan Harold, Anne THOMASSON, Michael Douglas, Denise 
SCHOENBERGER, Shelly Ernest, Evelyn TOMASSON, Michael Chris, Ardith 
SCHROEDER, Shelly Ernest, Evelyn TRAPP, Suzanne Kenneth, Joan .-
SCHROEDER, Douglas Elvin, Dorothy TROJANOWSKI, Greg William (Guardian) - Victoria T. --
SCHUL TZ, Stephen Donald, Margaret TRUE, Tracey George, Dallas 
SCOTT, Julie David, Ann TRUE, Trevor George, Dallas 
SCOTT, Sean David, Ann TRUONG, David Karen "z-
SEMMLER, Bobby Kurt, Hildegard TRUONG, Scott Karen 
SENEBALD, Nicole Roger, Paulette TYMKO, Carla AI, Margaret 
SEYMOUR, Bryna Norma UNGER, Shannon Allen, Lorraine 
SHUMILAK, Ian Donald, Linda URSEL, Randel Brian, Vivien 
SIEMENS, Jeremy Bill, Gladys VAN LOON, Timmy John, Cathy 
SIMARD, Helene Gilbert, Celine VOGEL, Kevin Doraine 
SIMCOE, Glen Peter, Donna VOGEN, Donna Wayne, Carol 
SINGBEIL, Colleen John, Gladys VOGEN, Kim Wayne, Carol 
SINGBEIL, Bonnie John, Gladys WALLMAN, Judy Joseph, Marlene --' 

SINGBEIL, Stacey Gerald, Sharon WALLMAN, Robert Joseph, Marlene 
SMALL, Clint Robert, Candy W ASNIE, Kelvin Marlene 
SMALL, Cyndi Arnold, Judy WAUGH, Tara Russell, Cheryl 
SMALL, Kevin Robert, Candy WEEDMARK, Garnet Garnet, Adele 
SMALL, Rhonda Arnold, Judy WEGER, Bradley Richard, Janice 
SMITH, Jennifer Eleanor WEIDMAN, Barry Herbert, Leona 
SMOLARSKI, Christine Edward, Zonie WELSH, Colin William, Monique 
SMORANG, Karen Robert, Melodie WELSH, Tanya William, Monique 
SMYRSKI, Curtis Joseph, Jane WERNER, Mellissa Robert, Shirley ,-. 

SOBETSKI, Derek Karl, Beverley WESELAK, Barbara Thomas, Doreen 
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Students' Name Parents' or Guardians' Names Students' Name Parents' or Guardians' Names 

WESELAK, Jeffrey Ernest, Carol WITZKE, Kerry Richard, Bonnie 
WESELAK, Todd Ernest, Carol WITZKE, Lea-Anne Gordon, Victoria 
WEST, Debra Lorraine WOJCIK, Shannon-Michelle Albert, Karen 
WIELGOSH, Chris Allen, Teresa WORONE, Jason David, Linda 
WIELGOSH, Jody Allen, Teresa YORK, Neal James, Linda 
WILKE, Pamela Leonard, Lynda YOSYK, Dalilah Alvin, Susan 
WILSON, Christopher Ron,Phyllis ZIRK, Jerry Daniel, Gloria 
WINNICKI, Maureen Leonard, Rosemarie ZYGARLISKI, Andrea Ted, Lorraine 
WINZOSKI, Jill Arnold, Carla ZYGARLISKI, Kelly Gerald, Judy 
WITZKE, Kelly Kenneth, Darlene ZYGARLISKI, Teddy Ted, Lorraine 

Beausejour Elementary School Staff: 1980-81 

BUSH,Carol HOLOWINSKI, Gisele PLESH, Irene SZAJEWSKI, Mary-Lou 
BUSH,Linda KAZINA, Lorraine PODEALUK, Leda TYMKO, Alvin 
DeMARCO, Linden KEITH, Christopher PUHACZ, Marjorie WARREN, Dave 
DUGARD, Sharon MARIN, Penny RONDEAU, Robert WARREN, Janice 
HILL, Heather NAZAREVICH, Alexandra SHUMILA, Stella WIELGOSH, Teresa " 

HILL,Judie OSIOWY, Robert STEP ANI UK, Lorene 

~' 

Edward Schreyer School Staff: 1980-81 ;"; 

BABEY, Robert GMITROSKI, Wynn KAZINA, Henry OKOLIT A, Martin 
BASIUK, Loretta GOAL EN, Lawrie KINES, Arlene OMICHINSKI, Darlene 
BAXTER, Linda GRANT, Robert KOSS, Clarence PLOHMAN, Grant 
BUSH, Margaret HACHKOWSKI, Melvine KOW ALCHUK, Morris RAYMOND, Suzanne 
BUSS, Theresa HARRISON, Fred KOZUSSEK, Lorraine RECKSIEDLER, Nelson 
CASSAN,Bob HATTIE, John KRA YNYK, Fred SHUSTER, Esther 
CHIMUK, Dennis HATTIE, Judy KREVESKY, Ruth SMART, Kevin 
CONRAD, Janice HAYES, Annette LAZARKO, Lawrence SOMERVILLE, Larry 
DEOL,Ajit HLADKI,Pat LESTITION, Brian STELMACK, Nick 
DYNE, Bob HLADY, Janet LINDENSCHMIDT, Erich THIBAUL T, Pat 
ESPEDIDO, Loreta HOLDER, Richard LUY, Don WARREN, Audrey 
FROEHLICH, Eileen HRYSIO, Charmaine NIECKARZ, Joe. WILKIE, Bonnie 
GALKA, Sophie KALINOWSKY, Fred NOWAKOWSKI, Allen YORK,Jim 

Garson Elementary School Stqff: 1980-81 

BOIL Y, Georgina FRAILICK, Shirley HOGUE, Audrey STEF ANSSON, Mary-Jane 
DORNO, Lieselotte 

Tyndall Elementary School Staff: 1980-81 ~: 
\,' 

BREDIN, Tillie FRAILICK, Shirley MAZUR,Don WITKO, Helen 
CESMYSTRUK, Steve FUNK,Henry 
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Peter Lee Family History 

Peter Lee was born in Hong Kong on November 
17, 1938. He is a restaurant manager in Beausejour. 
His parents were Jack and Anne Lee. His grand
parents were Stephen and Marie Lee, and Paul and 
Judy Lee. Peter's ethnic origin is Chinese. His 
religious background is Buddhism. 

Peter's wife is Kam Y. Ho, and she is a chef. She 
was born on December 17, 1943, in China. Her 
parents were David and Amy Ho. Her grandparents 
were Denis and Susan Ho, and John and Mary Ho. 
Her ethnic origin is Chinese. Her religious affiliation 
is Buddhism. 

Ronald G. Cameron Family History 

Ronald G. Cameron was born at Birtle, Manitoba, 
on December 3, 1935. He is self-employed. Ronald's 
parents were Donald Cameron and Laura Peters. His 
ethnic origin is Scottish, Irish, English and Ukrainian. 
His religious background is Protestant. 

Ronald Cameron's wife is Gloria 1. Hamilton. 
She was born at Winnipeg, Manitoba, on February 16, 
1943. She is self-employed. Gloria's parents were 

William and Elsie Hamilton. Her ethnic origin is 
Scottish, Irish, German and Dutch. Her religious 
affiliation is Anglican. On Gloria's father's side, the 
family's arrival in Canada dates back eight gener
ations, while her mother's family's arrival dates back 
three generations. The first families settled in 
Treheme, Manitoba. 

Robert Carlson Family History 

Robert Carlson was born at Tyndall, Manitoba 
on July 6, 1946. He is a water treatment technician. 
Robert's parents were Albert Carlson and Frances 
Mulla. His grandparents were John and Regina 
Carlson, and Paul and Mary Mulla. His ethnic origin 
is Swedish and Polish. His religious background is 
Roman Catholic. 

Robert Carlson's wife is Patricia Oberick. She 
was born at Garson, Manitoba, on January 19, 1948. 
She is a housewife. Her parents were Frank Oberick 
and Olga Bodnar. Her grandparents were Michael and 
Katherine Oberick, and Michael and Frances Bodnar. 
Patricia's ethnic origin is Polish. Her religious 
affiliation is Roman Catholic. 

Adolph Bzdell Family History 

Adolph Bzdell was born on September 2, 1943, 
in Winnipeg, Manitoba. He is presently employed as 
a foreman. Adolph's parents were Adolf Bzdell and 
Mary Stelmaschuk. His grandparents were Nick and 
Katy Bzdell, and Michael and Anne Stelmaschuk. His 
ethnic origin is Ukrainian. His religious background 
is Ukrainian Catholic. 

Maureen Barnes, born August 10, 1946, in 
Toronto, Ontario, is Adolph's wife. Maureen is a 
homemaker. Her parents were Claude and Irene 
Barnes. Her grandparents were Bill and Runa Barnes, 
and Ole and Elizabeth Barnes. Her ethnic origin is 
Swedish and Icelandic. Her religious background is 
Lutheran. 

Robert L. Drewlo Family History 

Robert L. Drewlo was born in Beausejour, 
Manitoba, on December I, 1942. He is a contractor. 
His parents were Leonard Drewlo and Helena Kaszowski. 
His grandparents were Ernst Drewlo, Augusta Durks, 
Joseph Kaszowski and Eva Barski. Robert's ethnic 
origin is German, English and Polish. His religious 
affiliation is Roman Catholic and Lutheran. 

Robert Drewlo's wife is Lorraine E. Molinski. 
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She was born at Beausejour, Manitoba on August 8, 
1942. She is a homemaker. Lorraine's parents were 
Leo Molinski and Sally Senkow. Her grandparents 
were Frank Molinski, Ann Lysak, Mike Senkow and 
Ann Dickie. Her ethnic origin is English, Ukrainian 
and Polish. Her religious background is Roman 
Catholic. 



Cecil F. Dewey Family History 

Cecil F. Dewey was born at Montreal, Quebec, 
on March 6, 1933. He is a pastor and mail courier. His 
parents were Cecil C. Dewey and Louise Sturge. His 
grandfather on his dad's side was John Dewey, and 
his grandmother on his mom's side was Alice Sturge. 
Cecil's ethnic origin is English. His religious affiliation 
is Pentecostal. 

Cecil Dewey's wife is Margaret Wurch. She was 
born on May 23,1939, at St. Ouens, Manitoba. She is 
a housewife. Her parents were Adolf Wurch and 
Wanda Rattai. Her grandparents were Frank and 
Hannah Wurch, and Peter and Rosalia Rattai. Her 
ethnic origin is German and her religious background 
is Pentecostal. 

William Dalke Family History 

William Dalke was born at Golden Bay, Manitoba, 
on September 27, 1913. He is a farmer. His parents 
were Johann Dalke and Emilie Greening. His grand
parents were Ernest Greening and Emilie Buch, on his 
mother's side. William's ethnic origin is German. His 
religious background is Lutheran. 

William Dalke's wife is Gertrude Rossol. She 

was born at Golden Bay, Manitoba, on July 30,1918. 
She is a farmer. Gertrude's parents were Gottlieb 
Rossol and Hulda Greening. Her grandparents were 
Gottlieb Rossol, Wilhelmina Riehl, Friedrich Greening 
and Henrietta Wielke. Her ethnic origin is German. 
Her religious background is Lutheran. 

Gerald R. Dufault Family History 

Gerald R. Dufault was born at Ile des Chenes, 
Manitoba, on October 4, 1937. He is a government 
employee. Gerald's parents were Isreal Dufault and 
Gracia Beauchemin. His grandfather on his father's 
side as Gaspard Dufault. His ethnic origin is French. 
His religious background is Roman Catholic. 

Gerald Dufault's wife is Marjorie M. Dancho. 

She was born on December 10, 1940, at St. Boniface, 
Manitoba. She is a L.P.Nurse. Her parents were 
Andrew Dancho and Julianna Dolyniuk. Her grand
parents were Andrew and Caroline Dancho, and 
Andrew and Ksenia Dolyniuk. Marjorie's ethnic 
origin is Czechoslovakian, German and Ukrainian. 
Her religious affiliation is Roman Catholic. 

Kenneth B. Frank Family History 

Kenneth Barry Frank was born at Portage la 
Prairie, Manitoba, on July 18, 1947. He is a telephone 
repairman. His parents were Jack Frank and Marion 
McCaskill. His grandparents were Henry Frank, Julia 
Kechter, Kenneth McCaskill and Vivian White. 
Kenneth's ethnic origin is German, Scottish and 
English. His religious background is United. 

Kenneth Frank's wife is Karen Fay Hilton. She 

was born at The Pas, Manitoba, on August 18, 1952. 
She is a housewife. Her parents were Robert Hilton 
and Bernice Harpe. Her grandparents were Ellice 
Hilton, Margaret Johnson, Wesley Harpe and Sarah 
Campbell. Her ethnic origin is German, French, 
Scottish and English. Her religious affiliation is the 
Alliance Church. 

Alvin Froehlich Family History 

Alvin Froehlich was born on December 23, 
1941, at Beausejour, Manitoba. He works as a general 
manager for a concrete manufacturer. Alvin's parents 
were Fred Froehlich and Noreen Block. His grand
parents were William Froehlich, Alvina Klann, Julius 
Block and Emilia Schwark. His ethnic origin is 
German. His religious affiliation is Lutheran. 
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Alvin's wife is Eileen Bauschke. She was born 
on January 8, 1945, at Winnipeg, Manitoba. Eileen is 
a teacher. Her parents were Eric Bauschke and 
Minnie Beyer. Her grandparents were Paul Bauschke, 
Amelia Geschke, Albert Beyer and Regina Fiebelkorn. 
Her ethnic origin is German. Her religious back
ground is Lutheran. 



Lome Ewasko Family History 

Lome Ewasko was born in Beausejour, Manitoba, 
on August 30, 1942. He is a branch manager. His 
parents were Frank Ewasko and Helen Bretchka. His 
grandparents were Joseph Ewasko, Sophie Poschipan, 
Peter Bretchka and Frances Tomchuk. His ethnic 
origin is Polish and Ukrainian. His religious back-

ground is Roman Catholic. 
Lome Ewasko's wife is Lydia Kelner. She was 

born at Morden, Manitoba, on September 30, 1942. 
She is a housewife. Her parents were Joseph Kelner 
and Mary Egert. Her ethnic origin is Czechoslovakian. 
Her religious background is Greek Orthodox. 

Wally Cyncora Family History 

Wally Cyncora was born at Cloverleaf, Manitoba, 
on May 25, 1943. He is a heavy equipment operator. 
Wally's parents were Nick Cyncora and Tekla Sawchuk. 
His grandparents were Nicholas and Kathleen Cyncora, 
Peter Sawchuk and Eva Juesamoski. His ethnic origin 
is Ukrainian and Polish. His religious background is 
Roman Catholic. 

Wally Cyncora's wife is Marlene Litke. She was 
born at st. Boniface, Manitoba, on May 11, 1947. 
Marlene is a housewife. Her parents were Emil Litke 
and Jean Skaling. Her grandparents were Gottfried 
Litke, Paulina Dreffs, Albert Skaling and Jennie 
Rogerson. Her ethnic origin is German and Irish. Her 
religious affiliation is Lutheran. 

Larry Cyncora Family History 

Larry Cyncora was born at Cloverleaf, Manitoba, 
on November 11, 1938. He is a supervisor for C.P.R. 
His parents were Nick Cyncora and Teenie Sawchuk. 
His grandparents were Nicholas and Kathleen Cyncora 
and Peter Sawchuk and Eva Yeseamoski. Larry's 
ethnic origin is Ukrainian and Polish. His religious 
affiliation is Roman Catholic. 

Larry Cyncora's wife is Alice Stankewich. She 
was born in Beausejour, Manitoba, on August 12, 
1940. She is the dietician at the Beausejour Hospital. 
Her parents were Frank Stankewich and Anna Worona. 
Her grandparents were Albert and Anna Stankewich, 
and Mike and Martha Worona. Her ethnic origin is 
Polish. Alice's religious background is Roman Catholic. 

Irene Zachar Family History 

Irene Zachar was born on February 9, 1944, in 
Ontario, and is now employed as a clerk-typist. Her 
parents were born in Czechoslovakia, her father, 
Joseph Zachar, on October 30, 1900, and her mother, 
Apolonia Karas, on April 9, 1908. They came to 

Winnipeg, Manitoba leaving their farming parents, 
Tony and Katherina Zachar, and John and Anna 
Karas, in Czechoslovakia. Irene's religious affiliation 
is Roman Catholic and her family's main language 
before coming to Canada was Slovak. 

Dennis A. Chimuk Family History 

Dennis A. Chimuk was born at Brantford, 
Ontario, in 1948. He is a teacher. His parents were 
Maurice Chimuk and Jeanette Gustafson. His grand
parents were John and Mary Chimuk, and Arthur and 
Louise Gustafson. His ethnic origin is Ukrainian, 
Belgian, French and Swedish. His religious back
ground is Roman Catholic. 
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Dennis Chimuk's wife is Mary C. Leckie. She 
was born at Treherne, Manitoba, in 1947. She is a 
housewife. Mary's parents were Neil Leckie and 
Helen Stephenson. Her grandparents were Tom 
Leckie, Fanny Fletcher, and Fred and Ellen Stephen
son. Her ethnic origin is English, Irish and Scottish. 
Her religious affiliation is Roman Catholic. 



David M. Chrusch Family History 

David M. Chrusch was born on March 9, 1952. 
His parents were Steve Chrusch and Margaret Syrowitz. 
His grandparents were Michael Chrusch, Mary Tromba 
and John and Mary Syrowitz. His ethnic origin is 
Polish and Ukrainian. His religious background is 
Lutheran. 

David Chrusch's wife is Shirley Ann Stubb. She 

was born in Winnipeg, Manitoba, on June 6, 1952. 
Shirley is a secretary. Her parents were Berthold 
Stubb and Mary Stubb. Her grandparents were Julius 
and Matilda Stubb, Fredrick Rosnow, and Marie 
Chrnisky. Her ethnic origin is German. Her religious 
background is Lutheran. 

Dean Couvier Family History 

Dean Couvier was born on April 17, 1946, at 
Deloraine, Manitoba. He is an elevator manager. His 
parents were Stuart Couvier and Sylvia Deans. His 
grandparents were Herbert Couvier, Gladys Swanton, 
Alexander Deans and Sarah Meredith. His ethnic 
origin is English and Welsh. His religious affiliation 
is Anglican. 

Dean Couvier's wife is Donna Kelesnik. She 
was born at Souris, Manitoba, on September 1, 1948. 
Her parents were Daniel Kelesnik and Cicelia Urban. 
Her grandparents were Fred Kelesnik, Anna Halyska, 
and John and Sophie Urban. Her ethnic origin is 
Ukrainian and Polish. Her religious background is 
Roman Catholic and Lutheran. 

Raymond A. Juenke Family History 

Raymond Allen Juenke was born in Golden Bay, 
Manitoba, on February 17, 1944. He is of German 
ethnic origin and is a farmer, as were his parents and 
grandparents. His parents were Ephrain Juenke and 
Elsie Betker. His grandparents were John and Albertina 
Juenke and Fred Betker and his wife. Raymond's 
religious background is Lutheran. 

Shirley Rose Sabatowski is Raymond's wife and 
was born October 29, 1948, at st. Boniface, Manitoba. 
Her parents were Joseph and Caroline Sabatowski, 
who were farmers. Her grandparents were Victor and 
Frances Sabatowski and Karl and Rose Bialek, who all 
came from Poland and settled in theSebright district. 
Her religious background is Roman Catholic. 

J. Brian Keefe Family History 

J. Brian Keefe was born June 7, 1945, at North 
Sydney, Nova Scotia. He is a building foreman. His 
parents were John Keefe and Isabel McLean. John's 
ethnic origin is Irish and Scottish. His religious 
affiliation is Roman Catholic. 

John Keefe's wife is Louise Catellier. She was 
born on March 16, 1947, at Pine Falls, Manitoba. She 
is a homemaker. Her parents were Gilbert Catellier 
and Claire Laferte. Her ethnic origin is French. Her 
religious background is Roman Catholic. 

Rudy H. Kunkel Family History 

Rudy H. Kunkel was born on March 25, 1927, in 
Germany. He is a farmer. His parents were Rudolf 
Kunkel and Martha Schick. His grandparents were 
Samuel Kunkel. Anna Japs, Julius Schick and Emilie 
Schultz. Rudy's ethnic Origin is German. His religious 
background is Lutheran. 

Rudy Kunkel's wife is Ethel Loeb. She was born 
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on August 27, 1929, at Lydiatt, Manitoba. Ethel is a 
housewife. Her parents were William Loeb and 
Amalia Reinhardt. Her grandparents were Henry 
Loeb, Katharina Stienhauer, Daniel Reinhardt and 
Elizabeth Scheonberger. Her ethnic Origin is German. 
Her religious background is Lutheran. 



Helmut Kielich Family History 

Helmut Kielich was born in Lithuania, on April 
25, 1932. He is a stone cutter. His parents were Emil 
Kielich and Emma Kraft. His grandparents were 
William and Emial Kielich, and Albert and Lydia Kraft. 
Helmut's ethnic origin is German and Austrian. His 
religious background is Lutheran. 

Helmut Kielich's wife is Martha Friedenberger. 
She was born on August 12,1937, in Poland. Martha 
is a housewife. Her parents were Gustaff and Olga 
Friedenberger. Her ethnic origin is German. Her 
religious background is Lutheran. 

Wilmard Keck Family History 

Wilmard Keck was born on May II, 1944, at 
Schoenwinkel. Poland. He is a civil technologist. 
Wilmard's parents were Waldemar Keck and Tamara 
Bayer. His ethnic origin is German. His religious 
affiliation is Lutheran. 

Wilmard Keck's wife is Daphne C. Hoffman. 
She was born on November 4, 1947, at Morris, 

Manitoba. She is an occupational therapist. Her 
parents were Samuel Hoffman and Elma Neher. Her 
grandparents were Wilhelm Hoffman, Julianna Jahnke, 
John Neher and Christina Meidinger. Daphne's 
ethnic origin is German. Her religious background is 
Lutheran and Baptist. 

Kenneth Lindstrom Family History 

Kenneth Lindstrom was born at Teulon, Manitoba, 
on March 31, 1942. He is a mechanic. His parents 
were John Lindstrom and Selma Johnson. His ethnic 
origin is Swedish. His religious affiliation is Lutheran. 

Kenneth Lindstrom's wife is Lyn Maskow. She 
was born at St. Boniface, Manitoba, on March 2, 1944. 

Lyn's parents were William Maskow and Mary Majewski. 
Her grandparents were Sam and Ann Maskow, and 
Stanley and Ann Majewski. Her ethnic origin is 
Ukrainian and Polish. Her religious background is 
Roman Catholic. 

Lome N. Holigroski Family History 

Lorne N. Holigroski was born in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, on April 22, 1948. He is a farmer and an 
electrician. His parents were Nick Holigroski and Kay 
Kryschuk. His grandparents were John and Olenko 
Holigroski, and Peter and Helen Kryschuk. His ethnic 
origin is Ukrainian and Polish. His religious back
ground is Greek Catholic. 

Lorne Holigroski's wife is Diane C. Matychak. 
She was born in Beausejour, Manitoba, on May 25, 
1955. Diane is a housewife. Her parents were John 
Matychak and Bernice Popiel. Her grandparents were 
Samuel and Anne Matychak, Mike Popiel and Stella 
Sys. Her ethnic origin is Ukrainian and Polish. Her 
religious background is Greek Catholic. 

Frederick Kalinowsky Family History 

Frederick Kalinowsky was born on August 16, 
1934, in Saskatchewan. He is a teacher. Frederick's 
parents were Fred Kalinowsky and Anastasia Molowchuk, 
His grandparents were Metro Kalinowsky, Pearl Bern
atsky, Cecil Molawchuk and Stephanie Tretewich. 
His ethnic origin is Polish and Ukrainian. His 
religious affiliation is Protestant. 

Frederick Kalinowsky's wife is Nadine E. Wingert. 
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She was born on November 23, 1945, at Benito, 
Manitoba. She is a retired laboratory and x-ray 
technologist and a housewife. Her parents were 
Joseph Wingert and Mary Schmidt. Her grandparents 
were Joseph Wingert, Magdeline Barchette, Joseph 
Schmidt and Mary Safari. Her ethnic origin is German 
and Hungarian. Her religious background is United. 



Clifford Kisiloski Family History 

Clifford Kisiloski was born on December 9, at 
Selkirk, Manitoba. He is a mechanic. His parents 
were Mike Kisiloski and Katherine Lucek. His grand
parents were Joe and Julia Kisiloski, and Alex and 
Jessie Lucek. Clifford's ethnic origin is Ukrainian 
and Polish. His religious background is Roman 
Catholic. 

Clifford Kisiloski's wife is Beverly Walske. She 
was born on December 23, 1945, at Selkirk, Manitoba. 
Beverly is a receptionist. Her parents were Albert 
Walske and Mary Gertz. Her grandparents were 
Gustav and Emilie Walske, and Fredrick Gertz and 
Matilda Schultz. Her ethnic origin is German. Her 
religious background is Lutheran. 

Lawrence E. Klapprat Family History 

Lawrence E. Klapprat was born in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, on July 15, 1938. He is a plumber. His 
parents were Ferdinand Klapprat and Erna Neumann. 
His grandparents were Frederick Klapprat, Julian 
Wurster, Karl Neumann and Martha Geschke. His 
ethnic origin is German. Lawrence's religious affiliation 
is Lutheran. 

Lawrence Klapprat's wife is Brenda J. Green-

wood. She was born in Winnipeg, Manitoba, on 
January 8, 1943. She is a housewife. Brenda's parents 
were Thomas Greenwood and Natalie Hemminger. 
Her grandparents were Thomas Greenwood, Mary 
Mason, Adolf Hemminger and Karoline Zirko Her 
ethnic origin is German, English, Irish and Welsh. 
Her religious background is Lutheran. 

David A. Laing Family History 

David A. Laing was born on April 1, 1944, in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. He is a machine operator. His 
parents were Arthur Laing and Doris Jenner. His 
grandparents were David Laing, Ida Tomlison, David 
Jenner and Elizabeth Gillis. David's ethnic origin is 
Scottish. His religious background is Anglican. 

David Laing's wife is Margaret Yanick. She was 

born on July 11, 1946, at Shore'n By the Sea, England. 
She is a housewife. Margaret's parents were Melvin 
Yanick and Dora Richards. Her grandparents were 
Michael Yanyck, Margaret Hrysak, Frederick Richards 
and Lillian Richards. Her ethnic origin is Ukrainian 
and English. Her religious background is Catholic 
and Anglican. 

Ron Kowalke Family History 

Ron Kowalke was born at Selkirk, Manitoba, on 
June 27, 1946. He is a tinsmith. His parents were 
William Kowalke and Lena Neurenberg. His grand
parents were Michael Kowalke, Julianna Betker, 
Ferdinand Neurenberg and Alvina Nachtigal. Ron's 
ethnic origin is German and Polish. His religious 
background is Lutheran. 

Ron Kowalke's wife is May Posaluko. She was 
born at Winnipeg, Manitoba, on May 19,1949. Sheis 
a housewife. Her parents were Steve Posaluko and 
Katherine Firczuk. Her grandparents were John 
Posaluko, Agnes Yurczak, Marko Firczuk and Mary 
Bendera. May's ethnic origin is Ukrainian. Her 
religious background is Greek Orthodox. 

George Kowalchuk Family History 

George Kowalchuk was born on September 6, 
1941, at Winnipeg, Manitoba. He is a stores clerk. His 
parents were Mr. Kowalchuk and Violet Shymko. His 
grandparents were John Shymko and Nellie Dowhe. 
George's ethnic origin is French and Ukrainian. His 
religious background is Roman Catholic. 

George Kowalchuk's wife is Joan Chorney. She 
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was born on May8, 1948, at Winnipeg, Manitoba. She 
is a banker. Joan's parents were Ted Chorney and 
Jean Komadowski. Her grandparents were Kon
stanty Chorney, Agneszka Howard and Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul Komadowski. Her ethnic origin is Polish 
and Ukrainian. Her religious affiliation is Roman 
Catholic. 



0. 

William Ko~ra Family History 

William Kozyra was born at Brokenhead, Man
itoba, on December 17, 1929. He is an insurance 
salesman. His parents were Harry Kozyra and Katherine 
Kryschuk. His grandparents were Nicholas and Maria 
Kozyra and William and Domicelia Kryschuk. William's 
ethnic origin is Ukrainian. His religious affiliation is 
Ukrainian Orthodox. 

William Kozyra's wife is Barbara Baker. She was 

born at Buchan, Manitoba, on March 7, 1944. Barbara 
is a housewife. Her parents were Jacob Baker and 
Anastasia Hrabarchuk. Her grandparents were 
Wensel Baker, Elizabeth Nedwiecki and Mike and 
Mary Hrabarchuk. Her ethnic origin is Ukrainian 
and German. Her religious background is Roman 
Catholic. 

Arthur H. Gessie Family History 

Arthur H. Gessie was born at Beausejour, Man
itoba, on December 31, 1935. He is an equipment 
operator. His parents were Rudolph Gessie and Lydia 
Radons. Arthur's ethnic origin is German. His 
religious affiliation is Lutheran. 

Arthur Gessie's wife is Gladys Mulla. She was 

born at Tyndall, Manitoba, on September 19, 1938. 
She is a bank clerk. Her parents were Paul Mulla and 
Maria Zolondek. Her grandparents were John Mulla, 
Mary Herda, John Zolondek and Josephine Zaborniak. 
Her ethnic origin is Polish. Her religious background 
is Lutheran and Roman Catholic. 

Nick Goshulak Family History 

Nick Goshulak was born on December 8, 1913. 
He is a farmer. Nick's parents were Dymtro Goshulak 
and Julie Chakaluk. His ethnic origin is Polish. His 
religious background is Catholic. 

Nick Goshulak's wife is Pauline Phillips. She 

was born at Poplar Park, on October 17,1914. Sheis 
a presser. Her parents were John Phillips and 
Annastisa Kowalik. Pauline's ethnic origin is 
Ukrainian. Her religious background is Catholic. 

Rudolph Schiller Family History 

Rudolph Schiller was born at Green Bay, Man
itoba, on September I, 1918. He is a building 
construction labourer. His parents were Edward 
Schiller and Christine Meyer. His grandparents were 
Christian and Julia Schiller, Ludwig Meyer and Julianne 
Schultz. Rudolph's ethnic origin is German. His 
religious background is Lutheran. 

Rudolph Schiller's wife is Helene W. Otto. She 
was born at Thalberg, Manitoba, on August 8, 1922. 
She is a housewife. Her parents were Friedrich Otto 
and Pauline Stubel. Her grandparents were Wilhelm 
Otto, Henrietta Maron, Timoteus Stubel and Matilda 
Garz. Her ethnic origin is German. Her religious 
background is Lutheran. 

Helmut Kebernik Family History 

Helmut Kebernik was born on June 7, 1941, at 
Skurzewal. Germany. He is a farmer. His parents were 
Richard Kebernik and Adina Tischer. His ethnic 
origin is German. His religious affiliation is Lutheran. 

Helmut Kebernik's wife is Elizabeth Schmalz. 
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She was born on May 28, 1936, at Lodz, Poland. 
Elizabeth is a secretary. Her parents were Gustav and 
Olga Schmalz. Her ethnic origin is German. Her 
religious background is Lutheran. 



Ed Komadowski Family History 

Ed Komadowski was born at Selkirk, Manitoba, 
;on March 9, 1934. He is a stores clerk. Ed's parents 
were Joe Komadowski and Stella Kisiloski. His grand
parents were Frank Komadowski, Pauline Lefko and 
Joseph and Julia Kisiloski. His ethnic origin is Polish. 
His religious background is Roman Catholic. 

Ed Komadowski's wife is Wanda Mroz. She was 

born at Brokenhead, Manitoba, on April 19 , 1935. She 
is an income tax clerk. Her parents were Joe Mroz and 
Carrie Zanczak. Her grandparents were Greg Mroz, 
Helen Stupak, Albert Zanczak and Catharine Stupak. 
Her ethnic origin is Polish. Her religious background 
is Roman Catholic. 

Ronald Galay Family History 

Ronald Galay was born at Pine Falls, Manitoba, 
on January 21, 1944. He is a mechanic. Ronald's 
parents were Joseph Galay and Jennie Baumgartner. 
His grandparents were Teodor Galay, Catherine 
Smerchanski, Charles Baumgartner and Rosie Stupak. 
His ethnic origin is Polish. His religious background 
is Roman Catholic. 

Ronald Galay's wife is Valerie Shumilak. She 
was born at Winnipeg, Manitoba, on May 8, 1949. 
Valerie is a secretary. Her parents were Stanley 
Shumilak and Bernice Szajowski. Her grandparents 
were Stanley Shumilak, Paulene Bratkiewicz, Peter 
Szajowski and Mary Bratkiewicz. Her ethnic origin is 
Polish. Her religious background is Roman Catholic. 

Gerald J. Peluk Family History 

Gerald J. Peluk was born at St. Boniface, 
Manitoba, on August 30, 1939. He is a farmer. HiS 
parents were Michael Peluk and Olga Ferens. His 
grandparents were Dmytro Peluk, Helen Kulba, Paul 
Ferens and Cassy Kandia. Gerald's ethnic origin is 
Ukrainian. His religious background is Greek Catholic. 

Gerald Peluk's wife is Ruth 1. Lysak. She was 

born at Brokenhead, Manitoba, on February 17, 1941. 
She is a housewife. Ruth's parents were Harry Lysak 
and Helen Dobrowolski. Her grandparents were John 
Lysak, Telka Semchuk, Walter Dobrowolski and Francis 
Mazur. Her ethnic origin is Ukrainian and Polish. Her 
religious background is Greek Catholic and Roman 
Catholic. 

James Habing Family History 

James Habing was born at Beausejour, Manitoba, 
on July 14, 1952. He is a carpenter. His parents were 
Leonard Habing and Pearl Morfoot. His grandparents 
were Fred Habing, Elizabeth Hadaller, Thomas Morfoot 
and Minnie Nieman. His ethnic origin is three
quarters German and one-quarter Scottish. His 
religious background is United. 

James Habing's wife is Irene Gosselin. She was 
born at st. Pierre, Manitoba, on October 21, 1952. She 
is a housewife. Irene's parents were Gustave Gosselin 
and Marie Dupont. Her grandparents were Aime 
Gosselin, Lucie Malo, Adalbert Dupont and Fredeline 
Theriault. Her ethnic origin is French. Her religious 
background is Roman Catholic. 

Kenneth Hiiatiuk Family History 

Kenneth Hnatiuk was born at Winnipeg, Man
itoba, on June 8, 1948. He is a farmer. His parents 
were Maurice Hnatiuk and Pauline Burbelka. His 
grandparents were Michael and Anna Hnatiuk, and 
William and Mary Burbelka. His ethnic origin is 
Ukrainian. His religious affiliation is Ukrainian Greek 
Orthodox. 
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Kenneth Hnatiuk's wife is Gloria Semeniuk. 
She was born at Winnipeg, Manitoba, on March II, 
1950. She is a housewife. Her parents were John 
Semeniuk and Mary Wazny. Her grandparents were 
John and Agnes Wazny. Gloria's ethnic origin is 
Polish. Her religious background is Roman Catholic. 

.~ .. 
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Leonard B. Winnicki Family History 

Leonard B. Winnicki was born on November 10, 
1950, at Beausejour, Manitoba. He is a retail sales
man. Leonard's parents were John Winnicki and 
Cecilia Bialek. His grandparents were Jacob Winnicki, 
Apolonia Magalas, Albert Bialek and Julia Lentowich. 
His ethnic origin is Polish. His religious background 
is Roman Catholic. 

Leonard Winnicki's wife is Rosemarie A. Zirko 
She was born on July 17, 1954, at Beausejour, 
Manitoba. Rosemarie is a banker. Her parents were 
William Zirk and Adella Schnellert. Her grandparents 
were John Zirk, Amelia Hemminger, William Schnellert 
and Marie Welk. Her ethnic origin is German. Her 
religious affiliation is Lutheran. 

Gary A. Solotki Family History 

Gary A. Solotki was born at Canora, Saskatchewan, 
on April 1, 1944. He is a peace officer and a steel 
worker. His parents were Alexander Solotki and 
Nancy Yakichuk. His grandparents were George and 
Rose Solotki and William and Mary Yakichuk. Gary's 
ethnic origin is Romanian, Ukrainian and Austrian. 
His religious background is Greek Orthodox, Ukrainian 
Orthodox and United. 

Gary Solotki's wife is Beverley S. Otto. She was 
born at st. Boniface, Manitoba, on October 11, 1948. 
She is a L.P.N. Her parents were John Otto and 
Augusta Geschke. Her grandparents were Fred Otto, 
Pauline Stubel and Otto and Martha Geschke. 
Beverley's ethnic origin is German. Her religious 
affiliation is Lutheran. 

Barry Klym Family History 

BarryKlym was born at Winnipeg, Manitoba, on 
March 3,1948. He is a farmer. His parents were Peter 
Klym and Stella Hlady. His grandparents were Jacob 
and Anna Hlady. Barry's ethnic origin is Ukrainian. 
His religious background is Ukrainian Catholic. 

Barry Klym's wife is Rosemarie Yakimow. She 

was born at Winnipeg, Manitoba, on February 19, 
1950. She is a housewife. Her parents were John 
Yakimow and Nellie Petrush. Her grandparents were 
John and Anna Yakimow, and John and Anna Petrush. 
Rosemarie's ethnic origin is Ukrainian. Her religious 
affiliation is Ukrainian Catholic. 

Bob Meyer Family History 

Bob Meyer was born on April 11, 1941, in the 
Rural Municipality of Brokenhead. He is a farmer. 
His parents were Ernie Meyer and Elsie Huber. Bob's 
ethnic origin is German. His religious background is 
Lutheran. 

Bob Meyer's wife is Diana Mikoloff. She was 

born in the Rural Municipality of Brokenhead, on 
November 6, 1943. She is a housewife. Her parents 
were Joe Mikoloff and Pauline Mazur. Her ethnic 
background is Ukrainian. Her religious affiliation is 
Roman Catholic. 

Wayne Omichinski Family History 

Wayne Omichinski was born at St. Boniface, 
Manitoba, on February 26, 1950. He is a Municipal 
Clerk. Wayne's parents were Joseph Omichinski and 
Rose Weselak. His grandparents were William and 
Elizabeth Omichinski, and Albert and Angela Weselak. 
His ethnic origin is Polish and German. His religious 
background is Roman Catholic. 
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Wayne Omichinski's wife is Darlene Steinke. 
She was born at Beausejour, Manitoba, on July 10, 
1951. She is a housewife. Her parents were Rudolph 
Steinke and Fredia Germain. Her grandparents were 
Adam and Augustina Steinke, and Emil and Matilda 
Germain. Darlene's ethnic origin is German. Her 
religious affiliation is Lutheran. 



Mark J. Panas Family History 

Mark J. Panas was born at Sandhill, Manitoba, 
on May 5, 1939. He was formerly an ironworker, but is 
now a farmer. His parents were Peter Panas and 
Bertha Matychak. His grandparents were Nicolas 
Panas, Katherine Semenko, Samuel Matychak and 
Anne Chykowski. Mark's ethnic origin is Ukrainian. 
His religious background is Greek Catholic. 

Mark Panas' wife is Jeanie Chorney. She was 

born at Winnipeg, Manitoba on June 9, 1941. Shewas 
formerly a teacher, but is now a housewife. Her 
parents were James Chorney and Frances Kwaitkowski. 
Her grandparents were John Chorney, Anellia TeIchman, 
James Kwaitkowski and Anne Winzenowich. Jeanie's 
ethnic origin is Polish, German and Austrian. Her 
religious affiliation is Roman Catholic. 

Nick S. Baker Family History 

Nick Baker was born at Cromwell, Manitoba, on 
August 23, 1939. He works as a drywall applicator. 
His parents, Jacob and Anastazia Hrabarchuk, were 
both born in Austria. His grandparents were Wensel 
Baker, Elizabeth Nedwiecki, Mike Hrabarchuk and 
Mary Kostchuk. His ethnic origin is Ukrainian and his 
religious background is Roman Catholic. 

Nick Baker's wife is Elaine Mary Black. She was 
born in Beausejour on May 13, 1945. She is a 
housewife and hairdresser. Her parents are William 
Black and Clara Minion. Her grandparents were 
William Black, Frances Shaw, Ira Minion and Sarah 
Hodgins. Her ethnic origin is Irish, and her religious 
affiliation is Anglican. 

Paul L. Baker Family 

Paul Lucas Baker was born August 13, 1938 in 
Cromwell, Manitoba. He is a brother to Nick S. Baker, 
and their family information is listed above. 

Paul married Rosemarie Singbeil. Rosemarie 
was born on November 8, 1942, in Golden Bay, 

Manitoba. Rosemarie is a housewife. Her parents 
were Herman Singbeil and Lena Briese. Her grand
parents were Reinhold Singbeil, Helena Jabush, Emil 
Briese and Augusta Dreffs. Her main ethnic origin is 
German and her religious background is Lutheran. 

Wa"en Buss Family History 

Warren Buss was born on January 15, 1927, in 
Nokomis, Saskatchewan. He is a farmer. His parents 
were William Buss and Thelma Beeler. His grand
parents were Gustaf Buss, Tofe Henkel and Mabel 
Beeler. Warren's ethnic origins are German and Irish. 
His religious background in United. 

Warren married Ilona Kuhn. Ilona was born on 
July 8, 1942. She is a housewife and hairdresser. Her 
parents are Fredrick Kuhn and Martha Kwiram. Her 
grandparents were Adolf Kuhn, Louise Locht and 
Rudolf and Wilhemina Bliske. Ilona's ethnic origin is 
German and her religiOUS background is Lutheran. 

Robert Bialek Family History 

Robert Bialek was born on June 18, 1937, in 
Beausejour, Manitoba. He is a farmer and self
employed. His parents were Julian Bialek and Carrie 
Pleskach. His main ethnic background is Polish and 
his religiOUS background is Roman Catholic. 

Robert married Violet Shaward. Violet was born 
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on November 10, 1939 in Tyndall. Her parents are 
Stanley Shaward and Angela Zolondek. Her grand
parents were Andrew and Mary Shaward, and John 
and Josephine Zolondek. Her ethnic origin is Polish 
and her religious background is Roman Catholic. 



Otto Best Family History 

Otto Best was born on November 11, 1941, in 
Beausejour. He works as a lineman for Manitoba 
Telephone System as central officeman. His parents 
were August Best and Emilie Graumann. His grand
parents were Wilhelm Best and Amalia Weber, and 
Wilhelm and Juliana Muth. Otto's main ethnic origin 
is German and his religious background is Lutheran. 

Otto married Lorraine Miller from st. Boniface. 
Lorraine was born on June 6, 1943, and is a registered 
nurse. Her parents are Lome Miller and Fridolin 
Streib. Her grandparents were Nicholas and Alvina 
Miller and George and Katharina Streib. Lorraine's 
ethnic background is German, and her religious 
background is Lutheran. 

Herb Beger Family History 

Herbert Beger was born January 30, 1934, in 
Beasejour. He works as a lineman for Manitoba 
Hydro. His parents were Gustav Beger and Ottilia 
Weckwert. Herb's ethnic origins are German, English 
and Polish. His religious background is Lutheran. 

Herb married Elsie Lucko. Elsie was born on 

August 18, 1939. She is a housewife. Elsie's parents 
were Michael Lucko and Ann Winzinowich. Her 
grandparents were John Winzinowich and Celilia 
Dudda. Elsie's ethnic background is Polish and 
Ukrainian. Her religious affiliation is Roman Catholic. 

Warren Omichinski Family History 

Warren Omichinski was born on June 28, 1951, 
at Ladywood, Manitoba. He is a prison guard. His 
parents were Joe Omichinski and Rose Weselak. His 
grandparents were William and Elizabeth Ornichinski 
and Albert and Anne Weselak. Warren's ethnic origin 
is Polish and Czechoslovakian. His religious back
ground is Roman Catholic. 

Warren Omichinski's wife is Arlene Mikoliew. 

She was born on May 20, 1953, at Green Oak, 
Manitoba. Arlene is a housewife. Her parents were 
Gordon Mikoliew and Cecelia Kazina. Her grand
parents were Oleksa Mikoliew, Antonia Kandia, Nikolas 
Kazina and Antonia Rogal. Her ethnic origin is 
Ukrainian. Her religious background is Ukrainian 
Catholic. 

Donald J. Schultz Family History 

Donald J. Schultz was born at Swift Current, 
Saskatchewan, on February 11, 1943. He is a fire
fighter. His parents were Johann Schultz and Katharina 
Funk. His grandparents were Pete Schultz, Annie 
Banman, Pete Funk and Mary Penner. Donald's 
ethnic origin is German. His religious affiliation is 
United. 

Donald Schultz's wife is Margaret A. Gray. She 
was born at Swift Current, Saskatchewan, on January 
28, 1943. She is a registered nurse. Her parents were 
George Gray and Freida Campbell. Her grandparents 
were Daniel Gray, Anne Macfadden, Peter Campbell 
and Alma Balgeman. Margaret's ethnic origin is 
Scottish. Her religious background in United. 

Paul Saluk Family History 

Paul Saiuk was born on November 22, 1932, at 
Ladywood. He is a farmer. His parents were John 
Saluk and Tillie Duma. His grandparents were Philip 
Saluk, Ann Godoski, John Duma and Anne Stefani uk. 
His ethnic origin is Ukrainian and Polish. His 
religious background is Catholic. 

Paul Saluk's wife is Ada Kulbaba. Shewas born 
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at Sandhill, on May 20, 1935. Ada is a housewife. Her 
parents were William Kulbaba and Ella Pacaluiko. 
Her grandparents were Dymtro Kulbaba, Paraska 
Kucyk, Pete Pacaluiko and Kay Mucha. Her ethnic 
origin is Ukrainian and Polish. Her religious back
ground is Ukrainian Catholic. 

'" :,: 
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James S. Schmidt Family History 

James S. Schmidt was born on June 2, 1946, at 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. He is a labourer. His parents 
were Harry Schmidt and Bertha Strand. His grand
parents were Martin Schmidt. Eva Gundras, Olai 
Strand and Elisa Vik. His ethnic origin is German and 
Norwegian. His religious background is Baptist and 
Lutheran. 

James Schmidt's wife is Carol J. Agnew. She 

was born at Victoria, British Columbia, on December 
4, 1948. Carol is a homemaker. Her parents were 
Howard Agnew and Doris Ogden. Her grandparents 
were James Agnew, Emma Taylor, Herbert Ogden and 
Sarah Redfern. Carol's ethnic origin is English and 
Irish. Her religious background is Methodist and 
United. 

Donald H. Sobetski Family History 

Donald H. Sobetski was born at Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, on December 3, 1950. He is self-employed 
at the Tire Shop. Donald's parents were John Sobetski 
and Josphine Kowalik. His grandparents were Kindrat 
and Justina Sobetski, Maxwell Kowalik and Mary 
Palechek. His ethnic origin is Polish and Ukrainian. 
His religious affiliation is Catholic. Below is a picture 
of Max and Mary Kowalik, taken in 1963. At the time 
of the photograph, Max and Mary had been married 

for 38 years. 
Donald Sobetski's wife is Karen D. Wiebe. She 

was born on September 20, 1952, at Beausejour, 
Manitoba. Karen is a bookkeeper and a housewife. 
Her parents were John Wiebe and Doreen Herzog. 
Her grandparents were Abraham Wiebe, Anna Falk, 
Fredinand Herzog and Hulda Kretchmer. Her ethnic 
origin is German. Karen's religious background is 
Lutheran. 

Russell L. Waugh Family History 

Russell L. Waugh was born at Bath, New 
Brunswick, on December 19,1946. He is an R.C.M.P. 
officer. His parents were Oral Waugh and Inez Lewis. 
His grandparents were Fraser Waugh, Verna McDougall, 
James Lewis and May Rideout. Russell's ethnic origin 
is English. His religious background is United. 

Russell Waugh's wife is Cheryl A. Haukeness. 

She was born on April 20, 1950, at Dryden, Ontario. 
She is a public health nurse. Her parents were Harold 
Haukeness and Lila Laforrest. Her grandparents were 
Erling and Hilda Haukeness, John Laforrest and Mary 
Smith. Her ethnic origin is Norwegian and French. 
Her religious background is United. 

Dennis Sabovitch Family History 

Dennis Sabovitch was born on July 4, 1947. His 
parents were Joe Sabovitch and Marie Ange. His 
ethnic origin is Polish and French. His religious 
background is Roman Catholic. 

Dennis Sabovitch's wife is Mary Johnson. She 
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was born at Winnipeg, Manitoba, on August II, 1950. 
Mary is a test clerk at Burns Meats. Her parents were 
Ernest Johnson and Lillian Hedren. Her grandparents 
were Ellis Johnson and Anna Bergland. Mary's ethnic 
origin is Swedish. Her religious affiliation is Lutheran. 



Edmund Schewe Family History 

Edmund Schewe was born at Green Bay,Manitoba, 
on June 17, 1929. He is a farmer. His parents were 
Gustav Schewe and Justina Rattai. His grandparents 
were Christian and Wilhemina Schewe, Gottleib Rattai 
and Louise Bolman. His ethnic origin is German. His 
religious affiliation is Lutheran. 

Edmund Schewe's wife is Mary Ulman. She was 

born at Lettonia, Manitoba, on July 27, 1934. She is a 
teacher. Her parents were John Ulman and Emma 
Apsit. Her grandparents were Mr. Ulman, Catherine 
Johnson, John Apsit and Marija Peterson. Mary's 
ethnic origin is Latvian. Her religious background is 
Lutheran. 

Peter Shumila Family History 

Peter Shumila was born at Brokenhead, Man
itoba, in 1917. He is a retired implement dealer and 
farmer. His parents were Steven Shumila and Sadie 
Burak. His grandparents were John and Marcella 
Shumila. Peter's main ethnic origin is Ukrainian. His 
religious background is Greek Catholic. 

Peter Shumila's wife is Stella Zubatiuk. She was 

born at Fisher Branch, Manitoba, in 1928. She is a 
teacher. Her parents were William Zubatiuk and Ann 
Ruchka. Stella's grandparents were John Zubatiuk, 
Anna Derkach, Anton Ruchka and Agatha Lozak. Her 
ethnic origin is Ukrainian and Polish. Her religious 
background is Greek Orthodox. 

David M. Phillips Family History 

David M. Phillips was born at St. Boniface, 
Manitoba, on July 19, 1936. He is a civil servant. His 
parents were William Phillips and Edith Lowe. His 
grandparents were Thomas Phillips, Mary Fletcher, 
Robert Lowe and Rebecca Smith. David's ethnic 
origin is Welsh, Scottish and English. His religious 
background is Anglican and United. 

David Phillips' wife is Sheila C. Fesser. She was 
born at Regina, Saskatchewan, on August 11, 1934. 
She was formerly a chief clerk. Sheila's parents were 
Adam Fesser and Agnes Hinger. Her grandparents 
were George Fesser, Katherine Kohlmann, Joseph 
Hinger and Theresa Hoffmeister. Her ethnic origin is 
Austrian. Her religious affiliation is Roman Catholic. 

Joseph Wallman Family History 

Joseph Wallman was born on January S, 1943, 
at Poplar Point, Manitoba. He is a heavy equipment 
operator. His parents were Joseph Wollmann and 
Mary Waldner. His ethnic origin is German. His 
religious background is Hutterite. 

Joseph Wallman's wife is Marlene Huber. She 
was born on February 24, 1946, at Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
She is a housewife. Her parents were Chris Huber and 
Hilda Reinhardt. Marlene's ethnic origin is German. 
Her religious background is Lutheran. 

Walter Smith Family History 

Walter Smith was born at Beausejour, Manitoba, 
on February 9, 1941. He is a clerk at the Post Office in 
Beausejour. Walter's parents were Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Smith. His ethnic origin is German. His 
religious background is Lutheran. 

Walter Smith's wife is Elaine Lachowski. She 
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was born on November 29, 1944, at Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. She is a housewife. Her parents were 
Albert Lachowski and Marguerite Keilback. Elaine's 
ethnic origin is Polish and German. Her religious 
background is Roman Catholic. 



Dennis Rach Family History 

Dennis Rach was born at Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
on April 20, 1949. He is a self-employed heavy 
equipment operator. His parents were Albert Rach 
and Mary Recksiedler. His grandparents were Ernest 
Rach, Otillia Gehlest Gottlieb Recksiedler and Henrietta 
Schmidt. His ethnic origin is German. His religious 
affniation is Lutheran. 

Dennis Rach's wife is Bernice Kowalke. She was 
born at Selkirk, Manitoba, on May 18, 1949. She is a 
domestic engineer. Her parents were William Kowalke 
and Adeline Neurenberg. Her grandparents were 
Michael Kowalke, Julianna Betker, Ferdinand Neurenberg 
and Alvine Nachtigal. Bernice's ethnic origin is 
German. Her religious background is Lutheran. 

Martin Okolita Family History 

Martin Okolita was born on October 23, 1933, at 
Ledwyn, Manitoba. He is a teacher. His parents were 
Joseph Okolita and Katherine Chmil. Martin's ethnic 
origin is Ukrainian. His religiOUS background is 
Greek Orthodox. 

Martin Okolita's wife is Evangeline Selch. She 

was born on May 4, 1941, at Green Bay, Manitoba. 
She is a teacher, clerk and housewife. Her parents 
were Wilhelm Selch and Alvine Litke. Her ethnic 
origin is German. Her religious background is 
Lutheran. 

Larry Novakowski Family History 

Larry Novakowski was born on September 18, 
1947, in the Brokenhead Municipality. He is a farmer 
and millwright. His parents were Casmir Novakowski 
and Caroline Litkowich. His grandparents were 
Joseph NOVakowski, Anne Zolandek. Alexander Litkowich 
and Victoria W olanczyk. Larry~s ethnic origin is 
Polish and Ukrainian. His religious background is 
Roman Catholic. 

Larry Novakowski's wife is Bernice Rogocki. 
She was born on September I, 1946, at st. Josephs 
Hospital in Winnipeg, Manitoba. She is a housewife. 
Her parents were Michael Rogocki and Ann Tokarz. 
Her grandparents were Alexander and Antonia Rogocki 
and John Tokarz and Katherine Orloff. Her ethnic 
origin is Polish and Ukrainian. Her religious back
~round is Roman Catholic. 

Walter Shaw Family History 

Walter Shaw was born at Garson, Manitoba, on 
May 3, 1928. He is a groundman for the Hydro. His 
parents were Anthony Shaw and Eva Gryniewicz. 
Walter's ethnic origin is Polish. His religious back
ground is Roman Catholic. 

Walter Shaw's wife is Olga Paulishyn. She was 

born at Beausejour, Manitoba, on June 19,1932. She 
is a housewife. Her parents were Alexander Paulishyn 
and Annie Bazylkiewicz. Her grandparents were Mr. 
and Mrs. Louie Paulishyn, Michael Bazylkiewicz and 
Mary Swodowski. Her ethnic origin is Ukrainian and 
Polish. Her religious background is Roman Catholic. 

Neil Ross Family History 

Neil Ross was born at Clover Leaf, Manitoba, on 
July 3, 1941. He is a merchant. Neil's parents were 
Russell Ross and Cleo Holmes. His grandparents were 
George Ross, Elizabeth Miller, Neil Holmes and Agnes 
Jones. His ethnic origin is Scottish and English. His 
religious background is United. 

Neil Ross' wife is Sandra Wenzoski. She was 
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born at Winnipeg, Manitoba, on December 13, 1942. 
She is a general merchant. Her parents were Dollard 
Wenzoski and Anne Gregor. Her grandparents were 
John and Victoria Wenzoski and Fred and Mary 
Gregor. Her ethnic origin is Polish and Ukrainian. 
Sandra's religious background is Roman Catholic and 
Greek Catholic. 



Edward Yusishen Family History 

Edward Yusishen was born on November 19, 
1936, at Stead, Manitoba. He is a farmer. His parents 
were Jacob Yusishen and Rosalia Charney. His grand
parents were Jacob Yusishen, Stella Lesoska, Nickolas 
Charney and Mary Kurzynowska. His ethnic origin is 
Ukrainian and Polish. Edward's religious affiliation is 
Catholic. 

Edward Yusishen's wife is Leona Molinski. She 

was born on November 18,1938. Lowland, Manitoba 
was her place of birth. Leona is a homemaker. Her 
parents were Joseph Molinski and Margaret Mazur. 
Her grandparents were Joseph Molinski, Anna Tymus, 
Anton Mazur and Agnes Duma. Her ethnic origin is 
Polish and Ukrainian. Her religious background is 
Catholic. 

Stanley Witoski Family History 

Stanley Witoski was born on July 21, 1928, at 
Tyndall, Manitoba. His parents were Frank Witoski 
and Katherine Oberek. Stanley's ethnic origin is 
Polish. His religious affiliation is Roman Catholic. 

Stanley Witoski's wife is Carol Sliva. She was 

born on April 24, 1930, at Tyndall, Manitoba. She is a 
housewife. Carol's parents were John and Ann Sliva. 
Her grandparents were Andrew and Marie Sliva, and 
John and Katherine Guty. Carol's ethnic origin is 
Polish. Her religious background is Roman Catholic. 

Gordon Witzke Family History 

Gordon Witzke was born on January 6, 1941, in 
the Rural Municipality of Lac du Bonnet. He is a meat 
manager. His parents were Otto Witzke and Olga 
Schewe. His grandparents were Gustav Schewe and 
Justina Rattai. Gordon's ethnic origin is German. His 
religious background is Lutheran. 

Gordon Witzke's wife is Victoria Nahaczewski. 

She was born on May I, 1949, at Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
She is a housewife. Victoria's parents were Marion 
Nahaczewski and Emily Komadowski. Her grand
parents were Ludwig Nahaczewski, Josie Habinski, 
John Komadowski and Patricia Illchyna. Her ethnic 
origin is Polish. Her religious background is Roman 
Catholic. 

Brian D. Ursel Family History 

Brian D. Ursel was born at Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
on April 30, 1941. He is a farmer. His parents were 
John Ursel and Lillian Krieger. His grandparents were 
Frederick Urse!. Karoline Koch, Barney Krieger and 
Cecelia Praies. Brian's ethnic origin is German. His 
religious affiliation is Lutheran. 

Brian Ursel's wife is Vivien D. Hadaller. She was 

bornatSt. Boniface, Manitoba, on April 29, 1943. She 
is a capriculturist (goat dairy farmer). Vivien's parents 
were Erne Hadaller and Margaret Hudson. Her grand
parents were Franklin Hadaller, Katherine Pille, Peter 
Henry Hudson and Blanche Nicholson. Her ethnic 
origin is English, Scottish and German. Her religious 
background is United. 

Albert J. Pavlick Family History 

Albert J. Pavlick was born at Vassar, Manitoba, 
on December 26, 1933. He is an insulator. His 
parents were Albert Pavlick and Angeline Szeliga. His 
grandparents were James Pavlick. Antonia Parchel. 
John Szeliga and Mary Pisarek. His ethnic origin is 
Czechoslovakian and Polish. His religious affiliation 
is Catholic. 
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Albert Pavlick's wife is Linda L. Amos. She was 
born at Deloraine, Manitoba, on February 20, 1948. 
She is a housewife. Linda's parents were Ernest Amos 
and Irene Cook. Her grandparents were Ben Amos, 
Gerelda Robinson, William Cook and Della Collins. 
Her ethnic origin is Scottish and Irish. Her religious 
background is United. 
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Bernard Nahaczewski Family History 

Bernard Nahaczewski was born at Brokenhead, 
Manitoba, on August II, 1936. He is a farmer. His 
parents were Marion Nahaczewski and Emily Komadowski. 
His grandparents were Ludwig Nahaczewski, Josie 
Habinski, John Komadowski and Patricia Illchyna. 
Bernard's ethnic origin is Polish. His religious 
background is Roman Catholic. 

Bernard Nahaczewski's wife is Elizabeth A. 
Anderson. She was born at Rosewood, on May 20, 
1938. She is a housewife. Her parents were Wesley 
Alexander Anderson and Evelyn Dunlop. Her grand
parents were James Anderson, Lottie Walker, Thomas 
Dunlop and Edith Irwin. Her ethnic origin is Scottish 
and Irish. Her religious affiliation is United. 

Douglas A. Thomasson Family History 

Douglas A. Thomasson was born on June IS, 
1951, at Winnipeg, Manitoba. He is a farmer. His 
parents were Julius Thomasson and Kristin Isfeld. 
His grandparents were Ami Thomasson, Kristin Lindal 
and Mr. and Mrs. Hjuringur Isfeld. His ethnic origin is 
Icelandic. His religious background is Lutheran. 

Douglas Thomasson's wife is Denise A. Sabourin. 

She was born on July 25, 1951, at St. Boniface, 
Manitoba. She is a cashier at Safeway in Winnipeg. 
Denise's parents were Roland Sabourin and Gloria 
Johnson. Her grandparents were Maurice Sabourin, 
Edna Nadon, Bartholemew Johnson and Alice Asselin. 
Her ethnic background is French. Her religious 
affiliation is Roman Catholic. 

Victor Parke Family History 

Victor Parke was born at Thalberg, Manitoba, 
on October 2, 1921. He is a farmer. His parents were 
Harry Parke and Annie Molinski. His grandparents 
were Mr. and Mrs. John Parke, Paul Molinski and 
Catherine Tymchian. Victor's ethnic origin is Polish. 
His religious background is Roman Catholic. 

Victor Parke's wife is Joan Worrall. She was 

born in England, on March 7, 1927. She is a 
housewife. Joan's parents were Thomas Worrall and 
Lucy Roberts. Her grandparents were Jack Worrall, 
Sally Martin, John Roberts and Lucy Elcock. Her 
ethnic origin is English and Welsh. Her religious 
background is Protestant. 

Walter E. Sanclemente Family 

Walter E. Sanc1emente was born at Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, on July 27, 1941. He is a construction 
superintendant. His parents were Louis Sanc1emente 
and Irene Kozak. His grandparents were Battista 
Sanc1emente, Maria Cadario, Andrew Kozak and 
Frances Komadowski. Walter's ethnic origin is Polish 
and Italian. His religious affiliation is Roman Catholic. 
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Walter Sanc1emente's wife is Maureen Andrews. 
She was born at Farmore, Oxford, England, on Sept
ember 9, 1948. She is a housewife. Maureen's parents 
were Francis Andrews and Doris Farley. Her grand
parents were Mr. and Mrs. Frank Andrews, and Ralph 
and Florence Farley. Her ethnic origin is English. Her 
religious background is Pentecostal. 



Mu"ay Shuster Family History 

Murray Shuster was bom at Beausejour, Manitoba, 
on August 11, 1927. He is a merchant. His parents 
were Harry Shuster and Fanny Roitman. His grand
parents were Israel Shusterman, Dvorak Wachnow, 
Jerichman Roitman and Tzessi Brucha. His ethnic 
origin is Jewish. His religious background is Judiac. 

Murray Shuster's wife is Esther Greenberg. She 

was born at Winnipeg, Manitoba, on March 26, 1932. 
She is a teacher's aide and a housewife. Her parents 
were Abraham Greenberg and Marie Meltzer. Her 
grandparents were Marfer Greenberg, Dvorak Himelfarb, 
Israel Meltzer and Esther Abrahamson. Her ethnic 
origin is Jewish. Her religious background is Judiac. 

Renato Crognali Family History 

Renato Crognali was bom at Anquillara, Sabbazia, 
Italy, on April 8, 1939. He is a baker. Renato's parents 
were Domenico Crognali and Teresa Magnifico. His 
grandparents were Raffaele and Consolina Crognali, 
on his father's side. His ethnic Origin is Italian. His 
religious background is Roman Catholic. 

Renato's wife is Gloria Mae Fosty. She was born 

in Winnipeg, Manitoba, on March 15,1939. Gloria is 
a medical secretary and a housewife. Her parents 
were Dmitro Fosty and Anne Buchko. Her grand
parents on her father's side were Stephan Fosty and 
Paraska Huska. Her ethnic origin is Ukrainian. Her 
religious affiliation is Ukrainian Greek Catholic. 

Back row - standing, left to right: Greg and Jeff . Sea ted, left to 
right: Renato, Gloria and Shauna. 
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Frederick R. Weedmark Family History 

Frederick R. Weedmark was born in Vita, Man
itoba. He is employed as a surveyor. He is the son of 
Frederick Weedmark and Margaret Brooks. His 
grandparents are George Weedmark, (Mary) Ellen 
Crampton, Art Brooks and Rose Hobbs. Frederick's 
ethnic origin is English and his religious background 
is Pentecostal. 

FrederickR. Weedmark's wife, whom he married 
on February 23, 1963, in St. Quens, is Eleanor Zielke. 
She was born in Winnipeg. She is the daughter of 

William Zielke and Ernestine Felske. Eleanor's grand
parents are Michael Zielke, Justina Peitsch, Daniel 
Felske and Pauline Jochiam. Her ethnic background 
is German and her religious affiliation is Pentecostal. 
Frederick and Eleanor have four children: Dale 
Frederick Robert, born March 3, 1964; Jonathan 
Wayne, born July 19, 1965; James Ralph, born May 
23, 1968; and Stephan Raymond, born March 23, 
1970. 

Alan R. Bodnarchuk Family History 

Alan R Bodnarchuk was born at Selkirk, Manitoba, 
on July 2, 1940. He is a self-employed mechanic. His 
parents were Nicholas Bodnarchuk and Mary Domanski. 
His grandparents were Cornelius Bodnarczuk. Katherine 
Tepilo, Anton Domanski and Anna Lotecki. Alan's 
ethnic origin is Ukrainian and Polish. His religious 
background is Greek Catholic. 

Alan Bodnarchuk's wife is Sandra P. Tolosko. 

She was born at Beausejour, Manitoba, on March 25, 
1943. She is a housewife and a bookkeeper. Sandra's 
parents were Anton Tolosko and Margaret Baker. Her 
grandparents were Ignace Tolosko, Valeria Juchniewicz, 
Anton Baker and Pauline Komadoski. Her ethnic 
origin is Polish and German. Her religious back
ground is Roman Catholic. 

Romeo Labossiere Family History 

Romeo Labossiere was born on January 15, 
1946, at Haywood, Manitoba. He is a truck driver. 
Romeo's parents were Viteur Labossiere and Angel 
Rouire. His grandparents were Leonard and Margaret 
Labossiere, and Arthur and Rose Rouire. Romeo is of 
French descent and Roman Catholic affiliation. 

Carla Gustafson is Romeo's wife. She was born 

on August 3, 1947, in Winnipeg, Manitoba. She is a 
housewife. Her parents were Carl Gustafson and 
Hilour Anderson. Carla's grandparents were Wilhelm 
and Caroline Gustafson, and Jalmer and Anna Anderson. 
Her ethnic origin is Swedish. Her religiOUS back
ground is Lutheran. 

Doraine J. Vogel Family History 

Miss Doraine J. Vogel was born on July 11,1946 
in Winnipeg, Manitoba. She is presently a waitress. 
Doraine's grandparents were the first to arrive in 
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Canada, and they settled in Beausejour, Manitoba. 
She is of English descent and of the Roman Catholic 
religion. 



Lawrence E. Hastman Family History 

Lawrence E. Hastrnan was born at Green Bay, 
Manitoba, on March 28, 1937. He is a farmer. His 
parents were Paul Hastrnan and Velma Schroeder. His 
grandparents were Gotlieb Hastrnan, Marie Welesiak, 
Henrich Schroeder and Julia Dreger. Lawrence's 
ethnic origin is Polish and German. His religious 
affiliation is Lutheran. 

Lawrence Hastrnan's wife is Ruth E. Struss. She 

was born at Selkirk, Manitoba, on August 13, 1944. 
She is a housewife. Ruth's parents were Edward 
Struss and Augusta Kurbis. Her grandparents were 
John Struss, Anastasia Tesluk, Albert Kurbis and 
Paulina Bauschke. Her ethnic origin is Polish, 
Ukrainian and German. Her religious background is 
Ukrainian Catholic and Lutheran. 

Lawrence T. Surowich Family History 

Lawrence T. Surowich was born at Cromwell, 
Manitoba, on May 4, 1924. He is a farmer. His parents 
were Martin Surowich and Rosie Komadowski. His 
grandparents were Michael and Maria Surowich, and 
Jan and Petra Komadowski. Lawrence's ethnic origin 
is Polish. His religious background is Roman Catholic. 

Lawrence's wife is Minnie G. Bukoski. She was 

born at Tyndall, Manitoba, on December 20, 1925. 
She is a housewife. Minnie's parents were Stanley 
Bukoski and Caroline Marek. Her grandparents were 
Michael and Mary Bukoski, and Katherine Marek on 
her mother's side. Minnie's ethnic origin is Polish. 
Her religious background is Roman Catholic. 

Eric Fuerst Family History 

Eric Fuerst was born at Golden Bay, Manitoba, 
on March 16, 1938. He is a plasterer. Eric's parents 
were Louis Fuerst and Albertina Redar. His ethnic 
origin is German. His religious affiliation is Lutheran. 

Eric Fuerst's wife is Stephanie Chymyshyn. She 
was born at Selkirk, Manitoba, on April 9 , 1941. She is 

a housewife. Stephanie's parents were Michael 
Chymyshyn and Pauline Boss. Her grandparents on 
her mother's side were Andrew and Katherine Boss. 
Her ethnic origin is Ukrainian. Her religious back
ground is Catholic. 

Norman Schewe Family History 

Norman Schewe was born in Beausejour, Man
itoba, on June 4, 1932. Norman is employed as a 
farmer and does some carpentry work. He is the son 
of Gustave Schewe and Justina Rattai. His grand
parents were Christian Schewe and Wilhemia Herrms, 
and Gottlieb Rattai and Louise Bolman. Norman's 
ethnic origin is German and his religious affiliation is 
Lutheran. 

Norman Schewe's wife is Lorraine Schroeder. 
Lorraine was born on November 16, 1932, in Beause
jour. She is the daughter of Edward Schroeder and Ida 
Rattai. Lorraine's grandparents were Henry Schroeder 
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Sr.; Julianna Dreger, Gustave Rattai and Leocadia 
Theise. Her ethnic background is German and 
Lutheran is her religious affiliation. 

Norman and Lorraine Schewe have four children: 
Leslie Clifford was born September 23, 1954. He 
married Annette Novakowski and is presently living 
in Winnipeg. Brian Howard was born April 23, 1956 
and married Debora Martin. They are living in 
Beausejour. Karen Nancy was born April 7, 1960 and 
is now living in Winnipeg. Kevin Wayne was born 
January 13, 1965 and is living at home. 



Nick S. Baker Family History 

Nick Baker was born at Cromwell, Manitoba, on 
August 23, 1939. He works as a drywall applicator. 
His parents, Jacob and Anastazia Hrabarchuk, were 
both born in Austria. His grandparents were Wensel 
Baker, Elizabeth Nedwiecki, Mike Hrabarchuk and 
Mary Kostchuk. His ethnic origin is Ukrainian and his 
religious background is Roman Catholic. 

Nick Baker's wife is Elaine Mary Black. She was 
born in Beausejour on May 13, 1945. She is a 
housewife and hairdresser. Her parents are William 
Black and Clara Minion. Her grandparents were 
William Black, Frances Shaw, Ira Minion and Sarah 
Hodgins. Her ethnic origin is Irish and her religious 
affiliation is Anglican. 

Marion R. Baker Family History 

Marion Robert Baker was born at Cromwell, 
Manitoba, on August 9, 1941. He is a brother to Nick 
S. Baker and Paul L. Baker. Their family information 
is listed above. Marion is a drywall applicator. 

Marion married Marlene J. Black. Marlene was 
born on December 5, 1946, at St. Boniface, Manitoba. 
She is a housewife. Marlene is a sister to Elaine M. 
Black, and their family information is listed above. 

Paul L. Baker Family History 

Paul Lucas Baker was born August 13, 1938 in 
Cromwell, Manitoba. He is a brother to Nick S. Baker, 
and their family information is listed above. Paul is a 
carpenter. 

Paul married Rosemarie Singbeil. Rosemarie 
was born on November 8, 1942, in Golden Bay, 

Manitoba. Rosemarie is a housewife. Her parents 
were Herman Singbeil and Lena Briese. Her grand
parents were Reinhold Singbeil, Helena Jabush, Emil 
Briese and Augusta Dreffs. Her main ethnic origin is 
German and her religious background is Lutheran. 

Steve Nazarewich Family History 

Steve J. Nazarewich was born on September I, 
1940, in Beausejour, Manitoba. He is a farmer. His 
parents were Stefan Nazarewich and Dora Klimchuk. 
His main ethnic origin is Ukrainian. His religious 
background is Ukrainian Catholic. 
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Steve married Eleanor A. Roshko. She was born 
at Selkirk, Manitoba, on June 4, 1947. She is a 
housewife. Her parents were Ignace Roshko and Lena 
Goshulak. Her ethnic origin is Ukrainian. Eleanor's 
religious affiliation is Ukrainian Catholic. 



Gerhard Wittmeier Family History 

Gerhard Wittmeier was born in Stead, Manitoba, 
on November 28, 1930. Gerhard is employed as a 
parts manager. He is the son of John Wittmeier and 
Christine Miller. His grandparents were; Paul and 
Rosana Wittmeier and Joseph and Matilda Miller. 
Walter's ethnic origin is German and his religious 
affiliation is Pentecostal. 

Gerhard Wittmeier's wife is Velma Wurch. 
Velma was born on June 16,1932. Sheisthedaughter 
of Adolph Wurch and Wanda Rattai. Velma's grand
parents were: Frank and Katherine Wurch and Peter 
and Rosalia Rattai. Her ethnic origin is German and 
Velma's religious affiliation is Pentecostal. 

Robert Cassan Family History 

Robert Cassan was born in Brandon, Manitoba, 
on June 4, 1941. Robert is employed as a school 
teacher. He is the son of Daniel Cassan and Freda 
Swan. His grandparents were: James Thomas Cassan 
and Effie Whitmore, and Andrew Swan and Mary Bick
erton. His ethnic origin is English and Swedish. 

Robert Cassan's wife is Carole Noonan. Carole 

was born March 6, 1943. She is the daughter of Carl 
Noonan and Ethel McInnes. Carole's grandparents 
were: Richard Noonan and Clara Mellor, and William 
McInnes and Ellen Wilson. Carole is employed as an 
Assistant I at the Beausejour Post Office. Her ethnic 
origin is English and Irish. 

Charles T. Relf Family History 

Charles T. Relf was born in Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
on December 10, 1945. Charlie is employed as a 
primary products inspector. He is the son of Clement 
Relf and Violet Leah. His grandparents are George 
and Beatrice Relf and William Leah and Alice Black
man. Charlie's ethnic origin is English and his 
religious affiliation is Anglican. 

Charles T. Relfs wife is Donna Lee Gmiterek. 
Donna was born on September 3, 1953, in Beausejour. 
She is the daughter of Casmir Gmiterek and Eleanor 
Schade. Donna's grandparents are: Paul Gmiterek 
and Clementine Serdynski, and Gustave Schade and 
Louise Langnaese. Her ethnic background is German 
and Polish. Donna's religious affiliation is Anglican. 

Walter Banash Family History 

Walter Banash was born in Garson, Manitoba, 
on January 29,1929. Walter is employed as a farmer. 
He is the son of Sebastian Banash and Anne Witko. 
His grandparents were: John Banash and Antonina 
Wolanin, and Joseph Witko and Eva Gryniewicz. 
Walter's ethnic origin is Polish and his religious 
affiliation is Roman Catholic. 

Walter Banash's wife is Myrtle Ruchkall. Myrtle 
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was born December 26, 1933. She is the daughter of 
Joseph Ruchkall and Nellie Chura. Myrtle's grand
parents were: Albert Ruchkall and Annie Nieckarz, 
and Michael and Katherine Chura. Her ethnic 
background is Polish - Ukrainian. Myrtle's religious 
affiliation is Roman Catholic. 

Walter and Myrtle Banash have three children, 
Brenda, Sandra and Douglas. 



SECTION V: 

COMMUNITY PHOTO ALBUM 

The King Edward Hotel in Beausejour in 1906 c. 
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The residence of T.T. Wyrzykowski in Beausejour in 1912 c. (Left to right) Mary Helen Wyrzykowsl.d, T.T. Wyrzykowski, Agnes, Helen (Mayme), Elsie. 
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Pastor A Kliever. 

Kathy Warren, 1981. 

Ladywood School with Union Jack. Firemen Bill Kaatz (top) and Mickey Trapp in 1964. 
- (Derksen Printer's Photo). 
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Helen and Henry Romanow. - P. Antymis Photo. 

Queen Elizabeth II in Beausejour in 1970 during Manitoba's Centennial Year. 
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Park Avenue in the 1930's. G. Brown's "Beausejour Meat Market" is the first full building on 
the left. 

Shrine of Our Lady of La Salette, erected Sept. 1950, 
Beausejour, Manitoba, Canada. Exact replica of the apparition 
of the Weeping Mother of God to the Shepherd Children at La 
Salette, Isere, France, Sept. 19, 1946, complaining against the 
transgressions of the Ten Commandments of God. The path 
taken by the Blessed Virgin when she appeared to Maximin 
and Melanie is the same pattern as the route taken by Our Lord 
when He carried the Cross from Pilate's house to the hill of 
Calvary. The scale is 1/100 of the original Way of the Cross. 

Rev. Peter A. Jaworski, M.S., V.F. 
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Beausejour in 1912 looking northeastward from a grain elevator. 

Prosperity School at Garson (Lyall) about 1898. 
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The Madden Family 1916 c. 

Beausejour's R.CM.P. Detachment in the 1970's with CO. 
Sgt. Stan Gatchell. 
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The Paseshnik Family at Lac du Bonnet on July 1,1939. WW II 
was two months away. 

William Reid of Beausejour in the early 1900's. 



Transportation in Beausejour in 1911. 

Beausejour's Grade XII Class in 1949. Front row left to right: 
Joyce (Flekhe) Brockington; Marjorie Hill; Esther (Greenberg) 
Shuster; Elizabeth (Ferens) Strecker. Back row left to right: 
Normand Freund; Beryl (Nichols) Drysdale; Alvin Hayes. 
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Posing left to right in 1941 were: Leo Horodyski, Georgina 
Bethel, Genevieve Horodyski and Billy Bethel. 



The Shaw Family in 1898. 

Sarah Ann Shaw and Tartleton Shaw in 1915. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Reid, 1890's. Citizen Ron Sanders. 
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St. John's Ukrainian Orthodox Church at Stead. Susie Kanaroski, 1981. 

Dr. Keith Robson at the Beausejour Animal Hospital in 1966. 

Rev. H. Threinen of Grace Lutheran Church. 
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Canada's new "Maple Leaf" flag being raised at the Beausejour Town Hall in 1965. 

tz 711~if1f: 
Bill Horodyski in 1939 at Lydiatt. Leo and Genevieve 
Horodyski are on the sled. 

1062 

Brenda Tymko, 1981. 



Sandy Kanaroski, 1981. 

Ken Allen, R.C.M.P. 
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8_eausejour Hotel, Beausejour, Manitoba, between 1909-1911. 
- Photo by John Reifschneider. 

Pilot Mike Brezina. 



"Stop at Triller's Drug(s)" in Beausejour. 

This house was built in Tyndall in 1905 for Mr. R. Nixon, a 
railway station agent. 

St. John's Lutheran Church at Lydiatt. 
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Beausejour Hotel in the 1940's. Liz Langner, 1981. 

Ami Stefansson of Tyndall was an excellent singer. 
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BACK ROW: Doug Small, Steve Mazur, Marion Chorney, Percy Funk, 
Michael Shuster, Wayne Stebbe, Bernard Komadowski. MIDDLE ROW: Glenn 
Steinke, Sharon Wittmeier, Thereas Antymis, Sally Garbolinski, Judy Wasylik, 
Violet Gmiterek, Bonnie Kotchon, Jack Kowalchuk, Laurie Wozny, Anthony 
Mathews. FRONT ROW: Lorraine Rumak, Patricia Weselake, Irene 
Urbanski, Gloria Semeniuk, Darlene Storsley, Sharon Hlatkey, Elaine 
Wychreschuk, Janice Patluk, Shelly Holmberg. 

o Canada 

Grace 

Dinner 

Toast to the Queen 

Toast to the Graduates 

... Mr. A. Tymko 

Return of the Toast 

Chairman's Remarks 

... Mr. R. F. Dyne 

Valedictory Address 

... Mr. Wayne Stebbe 

Presentation of B. C. 1. Presidential Gavel 

Presentation of Awards 

Auld Lang Syne 

The Queen 

Beausejour Collegiate's Grade XII Class of 1970 had the honour of graduating during Manitoba's Centennial Year. 
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Gabel's Store in Ladywood in 1960. - Manitoba Archives. 
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Some Track and Field stars from the Beausejour Elementary 
School in June, 1967. 

The Beausejour-Brokenhead Historical Committee. re
constructed the Brightstone Hall on the site of the Centennial 
Grounds in 1973. Pictured from left to right are: Peter Kozyra, 
Julian Ilchena and Anton Ottenbreit. 



IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

Rev. Charles Litowski, M.S. 

Missionary of Our Lady 
of LaSalette 

Born 

January 6, 1891 

Ordained 

November 30, 1919 

Died 

March. 31, 1978 

Burial 

Tuesday. April 4, 1978 
St. Peter and Paul Roman Catholic 

Cemetery 

"Well done good 
and faithful servant" 

.T '?Y. (""c., VJ/<>"d 

S"kc-Ccl. 6y /"?"7o~pt:A, 
"'BB~ U$"'.I ~ «./-
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Kanaroski's Blacksmith Shop. 

John Naaykens in 1967. John was a member of the Ted 
Bachman Band. 



BEAUSEJOUR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

FFLD SLEVINSKY 

l:;t Vied President 

B. H; MtTCHELL President 

WM. MIDDLETON 

2nd 'Vice President 

Beausejour's Chamber of Commerce in 1962. 
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L. O. WALTEFSON 

Industrial !)(:vc:luprmmt 

Kathy Thomson of Stead is a graduate of the Edward 
Schreyer School in Beausejour. 



Joseph Shaw Sr. and his family in Beausejour in early 1900's. 

Stella and Bill Horodyski (left foreground) celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary in 1981. 
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Stella Horodyski in 1924. 



Ted Bachman and his Beausejour Band in 1967. 

The Stanley Shumilak Family in 1905 c. 
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Brokenhead pioneers in 1900 c. were Annie Sidebottom (left) 
and Miss Wardell. - Manitoba Archives. 



The "Class of 1992" poses in 1981 with Teacher Louise Taylor at the Beausejour Elementary School. 

Ron Jackson (left, rear) and Chic Lenahan (right, rear) coached the Beausejour Termites in 1979-80. 
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David Kozyra cools his feet on the bank of the Brokenhead 
River after walking 36 miles. 

Then joins Lawrence Suttorp for a drink of water. 

May, 1970. Walkathon. First to return after 38 miles were: Peter Gmiterek, David Kozyra, Lawrence Suttorp, and Gene Parke. 
~ Photos Beausejour Beaver, 1970. 
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They Stopped at a Beautiful Place. 
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communities of Garson and 
Tyndall have a colourful history/ 
that began when stone-cutters I 

and labourers arrived from 
Britain, eastern Canada and 
Europe. Tyndall stone has been 
used in many buildings across 
Canada, and this book contains 
an excellent chapter on its 
history, and of the people who 
came to cut it. 

The Beausejour
Brokenhead area lies in the 
geographic heart of Canada. It is 
a kind of "border country", or 
transition zone between eastern 
and western Canada. It has 
strong cultural economic and 
kinship ties with Whitemouth, 
Lac du Bonnet, Pinawa, Pine 
Falls, Stead, Selkirk, the City of 
Winnipeg, and even 
northwestern Ontario. 

They Stopped At A Good Place 
has been written, to a large 
extent, by the sons and 
daughters of the immigrants. It 
is a tribute to all of the 
courageous and adventurous 
pioneers who "stopped at a good 
place" so that their children and 
grandchildren could live in 
prosperity and freedom in a 
great land. Their stories will be 
treasured by succeeding 
generations in this part of 
Canada, and indeed by all 
Canadians everywhere in the 
years to come. 






