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Foreword
Many hours of thought and work have gone into
this production and the members of the Arizona
Women's Organization wish to thank the following:
- Marjorie Williams, Doug McIntyre, Mr. and
Mrs. R. D. Peck and Harvey Robinson for assisting
in collecting material.
- Bev Nicholson for his contribution on prehistoric Arizona
- Stuart Murray and Inga Elmhirst for editing
- Bonnie Carritt, Joan Carritt, Cheryl DeAthe}k.kilfO\.j\l!
Lois Radford and Bonnie Willis for typing
- Joyce 'Evans and the Department of Culture
and Recreation for their grant
- the individuals who took the time to write their
family stories and contribute pictures
- and all the others, too numerous to mention,
who helped or encouraged this endeavour.
The Arizona Women's Organization

This book is a history of the land, the people and
the events of Arizona, Manitoba and its surrounding
districts.
One hundred years have passed since Robert Bell
filed the first homestead claim in the area. It is the
desire of the Arizona Women's Organization to make
a permanent record of our community history before
it is completely forgotten. This is our centennial
project. It is our desire to honour the pioneers, who,
by their hard work and determination, created the
foundation of this community we call home.
The following members of the Arizona Women's
Organization responsible for compiling and preparing the material are: Bessie Bagnall, Anne Carritt,
Claire De' Athe, Pearl De' Athe, Betty Handyside,
Mary Handyside, Evelyn Kilfoyle and Mary Peck.
Our stories develop from many different versions. We have tried to be as accurate as possible and
apologize for any ommissions or discrepancies.

Editor's Note
History has always interested me, not only for the
wonderful stories it has generated, but also as a
source of information and knowledge from which I
can better understand my present and future lifestyles. Perhaps for these reasons, I readily accepted
an offer to edit a collection of family histories from
the rural district of Arizona. Each story reveals, in a
variety of style and prose, the abstract essence of
determination, ingenuity, humor, generosity and
courage that characterized the early pioneers of this

district. For many readers of this history, the names
and places mentioned will hold for them a special
significance. However, other interested parties can
share in the sense of adventure, danger and progress
that marked the development of this region, by introducing themselves to the many characters, families
and stories that represent an era gone by. For me it has
been an interesting and educational linguistic journey
into the past. I'm sure it will be the same for you.
Stuart Murray
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Arizona, the Community
Prehistory of the Arizona District
The Arizona district is located on the Upper Prehistoric Assiniboine Delta. This delta is composed of
outwash deposits from the glacial spillway which
drained meltwater from the receding Laurentian Ice
Sheet by way of the Qu' Appelle Channel. The head
of this vast delta is found immediately east of Brandon. The eastern margin of the Upper Delta is
marked by the Campbell Beach, known locally as the
Arden Ridge, and extends approximately from
Arden to Treherne. The Upper Prehistoric Assiniboine Delta is approximately 1600 square miles in
area and the Lower Delta which extends to Burnside
covers an additional 900 square miles.
The variable soils throughout the district reflect
the geological and climatic factors which governed
the formation of the delta. The head of the delta is
characterized by boulder lag deposits and coarse
sands sorted by the fast moving water pouring from
the spillway. Further east are the coarse sands around
Shilo. Around Carberry local ponding and delta marshes allowed finer particles to settle out forming the
fertile Carberry Plains. Still further east where the
radiating channels of the delta entered Lake Agassiz
the fine rich soils of the Arizona, Sidney and Firdale
areas settled out of the meltwater. The lower wet areas
of the delta were quickly stabilized by rushes, marsh
grasses and willows. The higher, sandy beach bar
deposits were whipped into sand dunes, some of
which are still active in the Bald Head Hills area
north of Glenboro.
As the waters of Lake Agassiz dropped to the
level of the Campbell Beach (Arden Ridge) as the
result of an eastern spillway opening to the Great
Lakes, delta channels such as Pine Creek, Squirrel
Creek and the modern Assiniboine River cut deeply
into the eastern escarpement of the delta, leaving the
ravines which are so much in evidence in the eastern
part of the Arizona district.
The delta was probably not a very inviting place
to live at this time. It would have been a landscape
dotted with large marshes, surrounded by miles of

blowing sand and intersected by deeply eroded channels. The high flanks of the delta, the Tiger Hills and
the Riding Mountain Highlands, were covered with a
boreal forest composed of black spruce, aspen and
birch. Aside from seasonally nesting waterfowl,
there was probably very little game in the area. A few
Paleo-Indian projectile points recovered from the
Carberry, Douglas and Mentmore areas indicate that
occasional hunters may have followed the channels
into the upper delta, but there is nothing to suggest
permanent residence in the area until Archaic times
- possibly 4-5,000 years ago.
Bearing in mind that very little archaeological
work has been done in the area, the earliest confirmed occupation of the Arizona district is indicated
by the distinctive eared projectile points of the Oxbow cultural group. There are no dated sites in the
Arizona district but elsewhere these points have been
recovered in dated contexts ranging between 3000
and 500 B. C. A few McKean complex points have
also been found which are roughly contemporaneous
with Oxbow. Later Pelican Lake, Besant, Plains and
Woodland side-notched points are relatively common, although thinly scattered through the area.
These scattered materials probably represent single
kills of game or places where individual animals
were butchered. A few locations containing evidence
of stone tool manufacture or pottery were probably
seasonal campsites. A few favoured locations such as
the Sharpley Site and the Kneeshaw Site on the John
McPherson farm were sporadically occupied, off and
on over a period of several thousand years.
The groups of people who utilized these sites
were probably extended families who travelled
through the area on a seasonal round. Such a round
might involve moving onto the plains in the spring to
exploit migratory waterfowl which stopped to nest or
to rest at sloughs on their way further north. With the
retreat of winter snow, animals, such as elk which
had wintered in the sheltered valleys and river bottoms, moved onto the prairie, and bison drifted onto
the open plains from the parklands and from regions

In 1867, only pockets of civilization were to be
found west of the Canadian Shield. The new Canadian Government looked west and saw a vast country
waiting for development. After 1873, law and order
was maintained by the North West Mounted Police
and the settlers had little to fear from Indians or
unscrupulous fur traders.
Politicians set to work and promoters were sent
across Europe to recruite settlers. Their offers of
"free land" and freedom from persecution in Canada
were responsible for bringing many people across the
sea. Speculators obtained large tracts of land and
resold it at a huge profit. To struggling Scottish
crofters, oppressed Welsh, and English miners, and
hungry Irish tenants, it was truly a gift from God.
Many families moved from Ontario where most of
the good land had been taken. They were tired of
picking rocks and clearing hardwood forests. Men
returned to the east with stories of bumper crops
grown from newly plowed soil. Americans came
north; some favoring the more controlled British
judicial systems, others lured by the fertile plains.
Adventure beckoned. Many men from affluent families wanted freedom to establish themselves in a new
land away from family pressures.
The first homestead recorded in Arizona was by
Robert H. Bell, May 21,1882. Others filing the same
year were James Routley, 1. R. Routley, James Paisley
and Alfred Cann. They received their patents or land
titles some time later.
To secure a homestead, one was required to register with the land titles office. The cost was ten
dollars. The homesteader had to live on the land at
least six months of the year and build a suitable
dwelling. At least thirty acres of land had to be
broken with a minimum of twenty acres in crop. Each
one was allowed three years to meet these regulations. Some homesteaders completed the requirements quickly, others took several years. Most
received their titles eventually but a few men went on
to other endeavours and some left the district. The

further south. The hunters would have followed these
animals to their summer ranges. In fall, migratory
waterfowl would again have been exploited and family groups would have moved to areas where saskatoons and other berries were ripening. During winter
they would have moved to wooded ravines where
shelter and dry fuel were readily available. The plains
animals would also have moved into these areas.
The known distribution of sites in the Arizona
district supports this general scheme. The Sharpley
site probably overlooked a prehistoric marsh which
later drained to become a grassy plain. The exposed
location of the Kneeshaw site overlooks Jackson
Lake and a broad valley to the west where game could
be observed moving to and from water. Sites in the
ravines east of Jackson Lake would meet the requirements for winter camps.
The increased number of late prehistoric projectile points probably indicates population increase in
the area and migration of woodland peoples from the
east. When Pine Fort was established in the late
1760's by Free Traders from Montreal a diverse group
of Native People were travelling through the area and
harvesting rich crops of beaver and other furs. The
early fur trade accounts and the account of John
Tanner, some 30 years later, indicate that the Sioux
and Assiniboine from the south, resident Cree, and
eastern groups such as Saulteaux, Ottawa and various
Ojibway bands were all trading or hunting in the
area. It is almost certain that some of these people
passed through or wintered in the Arizona district.
This situation prevailed until the 1880's when European settlement began to affect the landscape and
game resources, and the Indian populations, decimated by European diseases, were settled on reserves
according to treaty provisions with the Federal Government.
B. A. Nicholson
Staff Archaeologist
Brandon University

Arizona and Its Development
by Bessie Bagnell, Claire and Pearl DeAthe
"Across this land to take their stand the early
settlers trod. With sweated brow they took the plow
and broke the prairie sod. "*
Settlers came by the thousands to Western Canada from 1870 to about 1920. They seized the opportunity to make a better life for themselves with
strength and enthusiasm. They turned the prairie
grassland into a vast food producing unit. Little did
they know what great wealth they were unlocking
with those first furrows. They could not foresee the
western provinces becoming the "bread basket of the
world. "

Benjamin Stuckey's Log house in the Langley District.
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The Wm. Beswitherick Barn built in 1906. l. to R.: George Beswitherick, Joe Mclntryre, Addie Beswitherick, Lottie Beswitherick,
Norma Laggo, Ernie Beswitherick.

miners, fishermen, and recent immigrants. Some
were adept farm hands; others were unskilled and had
to learn every task. These men spread tales of the
western provinces and many returned with their families to make permanent homes. Arthur Dunton made

incentive to complete the terms of agreement was to
receive the title and own the land.
A second ~omestead could be acquired after the
first was proved up. If the land was near the original
homestead, the homesteader did not have to build a
second house. He was required to break at least fifty
acres and have thirty acres in crop to receive the title.
Arizona pioneers were mainly of Anglo-Saxon
descent. A few came from the British Isles but the
majority were from Ontario. Some families, such as
the John McIntyre family, were impressed by the
stories brought east by troops returning from the
Manitoba Metis Rebellion.
By the 1900's men from the eastern provinces
were arriving by train loads to help gather the harvest. These men were a motley crowd and included

The "Charlie Mcintyre Farm". (Barn built in 1918).

Harry Peck (J.H.) the winter of 1946-47.

The Sharpley Home built in 1910.
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farmers had one or more hired men and often a girl to
help with domestic chores.
Prairie fires, started by lightning more often than
human carelessness, ravaged the plains killing young
trees and keeping forest growth to a minimum. It
wasn't until after the 1930's when fires could be
controlled that "poplar bush" began to appear. Now
in 1982, the aspen threatens to overtake pasture land.
Present day woods are a mixture of aspen, birch,
spruce and oak. Chokecherry, hazelnut and willow
"scrub" are now a problem to farmers. Today many
land owners are clearing trees from their land so it
can be used for agricultural purposes again.
Despite the blessings bestowed on Arizona, the
settlers endured many hardships. The sloughs and
muskegs prevented direct travel to Sidney. The road
went north from the Langley farm for about three
miles where it met the Red River Route, a cart trail
near Bert Calvert's farm yard. There it forked to
Sidney on the east and Carberry on the west. Leslie
North recounts that his grandfather, Thomas North,
walked cross-country from Great Carleton to Carberry for supplies and returned home the same day.
Prairie fires were a threat especially in dry
weather and several families had their possessions
burned. Flies and mosquitoes plagued humans and
animals and farmers made smudges (smokey fires) to
give their animals some relief from these pests.
The pioneers were ill prepared for the isolation of.
their homesteads. The winters were the hardest times
to bear. Blizzards could last for several days and kept
families close to home. Buildings could be covered
with snow and had to be shovelled out. Only men
ventured to town for mail and supplies.
Doctors were scarce and called only in extreme
circumstances. Families depended upon neighbors
for assistance in times of sickness and childbirth.
Epidemics of diseases such as diphtheria, meningitis
and influenza struck Arizona from time to time.
Little could be done for affected families but the
neighbors helped as they could by bringing supplies,
nursing the sick, and sometimes making shrouds and
coffins. Many parents suffered the loss of children
either at birth or later from disease or injury. Diseases
such as appendicitis were fatal and pneumonia was as
dreaded as cancer is today.
Hardships caused the development of community
spirit. Disease and tragedy struck without distinction. People who wouldn't have associated with each
other in Britain were united in a struggle for survival
and became respected neighbors and valued friends.
Everyone did not remain on the land. Some went
to other occupations and started small businesses of
their own. Regardless of their choice, they all helped
open the west and make it what it is today.

Lunch Break beside Carritt's Model-T ford, 1920. Back Row: L.
to R.: Anthony Dupris, Bill Henderson, Hugh Langley. Front
Row: Ray Creasy, Charlie Carritt, Vauden Outhwaite.

Stanley Robinson's new house built in 79/80.

two excursions to Manitoba before he brought his
family to settle here.
The early settlers found Arizona to be a beautiful
country. Hunters and trappers had eliminated beaver
and buffalo but other animals abounded. Elk and
deer ran on the grasslands and moose were to be
found in the numerous sloughs and bogs. Rabbits
and wild fowl were easily shot and butchered.
As soon as the winter snow began to retreat furry
little crocus buds popped through the ground to be
followed by buttercups and innumerable varieties of
flowering plants. In their season orange tiger lilies,
roses and goldenrods dotted the hills and in the low
lands grew yellow and pink lady slippers and marsh
marigolds.
Although most trees were located toward the Assiniboine River hills and in the Melvin district, wild
fruit bushes were scattered throughout. Saskatoons,
wild raspberries and wild currants were picked in
quantities and added variety to the diet. Chokecherries, pincherries and cranberries were easily found
but were too bitter to be eaten and had to be made into
jams or other sweetened mixtures.
The district of Arizona prospered from the beginning. This is evident by the fine brick houses and the
large barns for livestock. Before 1940, farm labor
was cheap and help easily acquired. Most established
4

The "Dirty Thirties" were felt in Arizona as in
the rest of Canada. Though there was never a complete crop failure the yields were small. Much of
Arizona has only a thin layer of top soil and the
continuous plowing and summer-fallowing pulverized it. Hot winds whipped the loose soil, dunes
built up along fence lines and large blow-outs appeared. Grasshoppers consumed the sparse crops and
pasture. Prices were poor and sometimes farmers did
not get enough for their livestock to pay the freight
charges. Some farmers lost their land and everyone
had hardships. The people who lived through the
thirties emerged with a new outlook. They tended to
be cautious and wary of debts. The fear of another
depression remained with them.
In 1980, Manitoba suffered one of the driest
times in its history. The winter of 1979-1980 had a
low snow fall, the last coming in early March. April
and May were extremely hot months wIth temperatures in the ninety degree fahrenheit range and often
over one hundred. No grass grew but as farmers ran
out of hay, they were forced to turn their cows onto
bare pastures. Residents of Arizona were worried
that a fire would start in the tall dry grass of Spruce
Woods Provincial Park and sweep northward threatening many farms. Fortunately a heavy shower fell
on May 28 breaking the drought.
One severe winter was 1955 to 1956, when over
six feet of snow fell. Blizzard followed blizzard. The
roads that could be plowed had banks ten feet high.
Bryden De' Athe, Charles Carritt and Roy McDonald
took turns taking their teams and sleighs to Sidney
for mail and groceries. Their wives and children
stayed home. Christmas shopping was done from

Eaton's mail order catalogue. Christmas festivities
were limited as no guests could travel on the roads.
Pearl De' Athe remembers looking out an upstairs
window on May 7 that spring and seeing the fields
still white with snow.
Arizona has changed since Robert Bell's plow
marked the prairie. The marshes and small lakes are
gradually draining away. Paisley's Lake is nothing
but a small slough. The once open prairie is now
covered with fields and trees. Crocuses are only
found in the native pastures and the lady slipper is an
endangered species. The prairie roses thrive; their
pink blossoms even brighter where they benefit from
chemical fertilizer. There are still lots of coyotes and
deer and Arizona is a very popular hunting area. The
beaver are busy damming creeks and building houses
in farmer's dugouts.
The community is still progressing. The straight
roads run past pleasant homes with well trimmed
lawns. A wide variety of crops grow in the fields and
cattle can be seen in their pastures. The residents tend
to be industrious and self-sufficient. The pioneers are
gone but their spirit lives on.
*Traditional song written by Doug Noton formerly of
Boissevain, Assistant Supervisor of the Agricultural
Society of Manitoba.

Machinery and Crops
Bessie Bagnall
The homesteaders broke the prairie sod with the
one-bottom breaking plow and a team of horses or
oxen. As times improved, four and six horse teams
drew larger machinery. Steam engines were used for
threshing and some breaking. Both horses and

Bob Beswitherick's Stack Threshing. George Hall (facing at right).
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steamers were replaced by tractors which burned
fossil fuels. Tractors grew larger as did the implements to match them. Several hundred horsepower,
four-wheel drive tractors pulling forty feet or more of
tillage equipment are not uncommon today. Seeding
went from broadcasting by hand, to seven foot shoe
drills, to large press drills and seeder discers.
Many remember with nostalgia, the colorful
threshing outfits with steam engines, threshing machines, grain boxes, and stook teams. Harvesting
was not just work, it was a social event. The neighborhood participated and men, women, and children
each had their duty. Today that is replaced by the high
capacity, combines, often with air-conditioned cabs,
radios and two-way radios. Many would say the gang
is still there, only the composition has changed today it is the farmer, the equipment dealer, the fuel,
fertilizer and chemical agents, and the banker!
Probably the earliest crops grown in Arizona
were wheat for bread-making, and oats for animal
consumption. Red Fife was the first red, hard, spring
wheat in general use and for a time was the standard
for wheat grading. Later, Marquis became commonly used as it was an earlier maturing, more rustresistant crop. As Marquis succumbed to rust,
Thatcher replaced it. As each variety became susceptible to rust, plant breeders developed more resistant
strains. Ruby, Ceres, Renown, Redman, Selkirk,
Neepawa, and Sinton have been grown. Early maturity was also a priority in developing suitable varieties for the relatively short growing season of the
prairies. Similarly, many varieties of feed grain and
flax have come and gone. The later crops in 1981 had
some rust, so it would appear the battle against crop
disease must continue.
The Arizona soils have proven themselves adaptable to a wide range of crops. In addition to cereal
crops, such as rapeseed, buckwheat, sunflowers,
lentils, com, peas, cucumbers, fababeans, potatoes,
and forage crops have been grown successfully. In
their natural state, the Arizona soils tend to be somewhat dry and have a lower level of fertility than, for
example, the soils of the Portage Plains and the Red
River Valley. However, response to fertilizer is dramatic and yields on the better soils can equal any in
the Province. Interestingly, it was a lady farmer,
Maud Benton, who was the first in the district to use
commercial fertilizer. The use of chemical weed and
insect control has also contributed to more reliable
crop production.
Hoarce Willis was credited with introducing
broam grass to Arizona. Roger Sharpley recollects
that the first broam he saw was a row Mr. Willis had
grown in his garden. Roger, a young lad at that time,
ran his fingers over the heads and knocked the pollen

Ernie and Archie Beswitherick moving a building.

Bob Beswitherick's Steamer breaking in the early twenties.

Putting hay in the loft using slings at the Raymond Peck Farm,
1947.

Stacking clover with a farmhand, 1954. Bryden Oe'Athe on
stack and Maurice Oe'Athe on tractor.
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Mclntyre-Robinson's tractor trailer, 1980.

Fred Peck's new Model-G John Deere Tractor purchased from
Dougal Beswitherick of Sidney in 1939. Jim McPherson standing, Fred Peck at controls.

Fred Peck's farm sale, 1944.
Harvesting potatoes, 1981. (Carritt's and McDonald's).

off, thus earning himself a thorough scolding. Before
the thirties, sweet clover was introduced and it
proved to be a very valuable crop during the drought.
Clover will grow in sandy soil with very little moisture. In the 1940's alfalfa became popular and from
the 1950's to present day an alfalfa and broam mixture is the major livestock feed.
Potatoes are grown successfully in Arizona. A
good yield is dependent upon heavy use of fertilizer
and rigorous weed, insect and disease control. Farmers have to invest in specialized buildings and equipment. Since the establishment of the Carnation Foods
Plant in Carberry, several farmers are either growing
potatoes or renting out land for that purpose.
In the 1960's farmers began to buy and use electric welders to save time and expense with machinery
repairs. Before this everything had to be taken to the
nearest blacksmith which could be several miles
away. Once there, one would wait in line to have his
work done. Blacksmiths were becoming scarce because young people were not learning the trade. By
1980 many farmers have become skilled in welding
and working with metals. Some have made equipment such as drill movers for the wide drills, and bale
wagons to haul large round bales.

Doug and Bryden De'Athe swathing barley in 1968.

Home made drill transport made by Doug and Bryden
De'Athe, 1979.
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Livestock Production

or cow might be led behind a wagon to town to be
butchered. Steers were frequently two or three years
old before being mature enough for slaughter.
In the thirties trucks made their appearance and
could transport two or three large animals at a time.
Dougal Beswitherick was perhaps the first one to
have a stock truck in Arizona. John McDonald (Sr.),
from Pleasant Point also picked up animals in Arizona in the thirties. Sometimes a cattle buyer bought
livestock at the farm; more often they were shipped to
a commission buyer in St. Boniface Stock Yards. As
time went on stock trucks got larger, and more farmers hauled their own livestock. More recently, cattle
are also sold through auction marts such as the ones
at Gladstone and Brandon.
Most farmers had a sow and raised a few pigs for
their own use, hoping to have a few extra to sell. The
black and white Berkshire was popular in the 1920's,
and later replaced by the white Yorkshire. Landrace
and Lacombe are popular breeds now. Like other
livestock production, hog-raising has become more
specialized. Walter Surminsky is the largest hog producer in Arizona at this time.
Several farmers raised sheep. The difficulties of
confining the sheep was solved with a special wire
mesh. Coyotes were a problem. Sharpleys and Surminskys are the only ones with sheep now. Surminskys have several black Jacob Four-Horned sheep
which are rare and date back to Biblical times.
As soon as possible, pioneers obtained chickens.
Their motley flocks laid eggs only in warmer months
as their buildings were very cold in winter. Specialized breeds were a rarity until the 1950's although
Nora Sharpley raised prize White Leghorns and
Horace Willis was known for his Black Minorcas. In
the past, raising chickens began with persuading a
broody hen to sit on eggs. To improve the flock, a
setting of eggs or a rooster was purchased from a
neighbour.
Before refrigeration, eggs were a staple food in
the summer months or for special occasions, a rooster was often sacrificed. Eggs were shipped and sold
with the cream and butter.

Bessie Bagnell
From the beginning nearly everyone had a few
milk cows, first selling butter then cream. Cream was
skimmed by hand before separators were available.
Testing was originally done at the farm and later at
the creameries. A fresh product brought a better
paycheck so cream was kept cool in ice houses or
lowered down the well. Butter was churned at home,
then traded at the store for supplies or sold locally.
The first creamery in the area was at MacGregor and
a man with a team and democrat called at different
homes to pick up the cream cans and deliver them to
the creamery. For a time cream was shipped in express cars on the train. In the thirties, Mr. Pi no from
Chater picked up the cream with an old car, delivering it to Brandon. Top price for five gallons of cream
was about one dollar and fifty cents. Later Hugh
Palen took the route with a more modern truck. Since
then there have been several truckers and other
creameries. The cream check used to be an important
source of farm income.
Hydro was brought in, in 1952. Refrigeration
improved the grade and quality of cream. In the
1960's the trend changed from a few hand-milked
cows to specialized dairies complete with milking
machines. Today there are only a few cream-shippers
in the area. Cliff Hawkins and Donald Beswitherick's Holstein dairy cows produce milk which
is transported in stainless steel tanks.
No records are available of the first breeds of
cattle in Arizona but after 1900 farmers began to
improve their breeding stock. Sharpley's had dual
purpose Red Polls; Horace Willis specialized in Aberdeen Angus; Carritts, Langleys, and Sharpleys
raised Galloways for a time; Mrs. Benton had Jerseys
for dairying. Later Carritts replaced the Galloways
with Herefords brought in by Charles. Many bought
breeding stock from him and so improved their
herds. Ernest Beswitherick also had a good herd of
pure bred Herefords and that breed seemed to predominate in the community. Later Bryden DeAthe
improved his breeding herd of Herefords by importing stock from Alberta. Some were subsequently
chosen for export to Mexico. Jim and Mary McPherson established a herd of pure bred Shorthorns.
When Senator Harry Hays was minister of agriculture a plan was promoted to encourage importation of
European cattle for crossbreeding. Since 1960 several cattlemen in Arizona have been crossbreeding
their herds. The predominating strains in this district
have been Charolais and Simmental.
In early days cattle for market were driven to a
loading yard at a railway siding where they were
marked and loaded on cattle cars. Sometimes a steer

Mrs. Maud Benton's Jerseys.
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Charles Carritt with "Golden Boy" (Palomino).
Charlie Carritt's "British Mischief 21st" from J. M. Campbell,
Stavley, Alberta.

The horse population had greatly increased by
the twenties. Every farm had several outfits of four or
six horses that they could work in the field and a
special team of lighter horses for driving. These
could be Hackney, Standardbreds, Thoroughbreds,
or a cross of several breeds.
Farmers kept a chore team for winter use; extra
horses were often turned out to forge for themselves.
Bryden De' Athe remembers large herds of horses
wintering in the unfenced areas of Arizona and south
to the river. These horses came from Sidney and
surrounding areas. Occasionally disputes arose over
the ownership of some animals. The farmers would
start gathering their horses in February or March so
the teams would be in better condition for spring
work. During the drought of the 1930's horses suffered. They were sometimes brought home from the
hills in poor condition but the farmers had little grain
to feed them. Some farmers were so short of feed that
their beasts were worked on the land for half a day
and then turned out to pasture for the remainder of the
day.
The Federal government promoted good horses
by their" Stallion Scheme". To take advantage of
government assistance, a club had to be formed and a
specified number of mares were signed up for breeding. The owner of the mares paid a service charge to
the stallion owner. The government paid a percentage
to the stallion owner as well and an equal percentage
to the club for mares proven to be in foal. Of course,
the stallion had to pass inspection for the owner to
qualify. These stallions were purebred and of one of
the following breeds: Clydesdale, Percheron,
Belgian or Shire. Tom Zachary raised and sold registered Clydesdales. Joe Carritt is credited with improving the draft horses of Arizona. For many years,

Many farm wives raised poultry for pin money.
By the 1940's chicks were ordered from hatcheries
and today, most chickens are raised in confinement.
Occasionally, a few exotic birds such as pheasants
and peacocks have been raised in Arizona.

Horses
Pearl DeAthe
Horses were used to open the west. If oxen were
the beasts of burden that provided the power to clear
the forests and break the land in Eastern Canada,
then horses can be said to have done the same for
Western Canada. Our settlers used some oxen. Many
had both a horse and ox. As soon as finances would
allow, horses were acquired, as they had better temperaments, were easier to handle and traveled much
faster.

Joe Carritt's Percheron Stallion "Kitchener Latona". Tom Jeffery at the halter.

9

know whose guiding hand established one in Arizona. Members appreciated the fresh meat the beef
ring made possible. It was a change from cured pork
that was the usual fare for summer meals.
The area was canvassed and twenty members
formed the ring. Horace Willis, was chosen butcher
from among the group. A "slaughter house" was
built on his property. One member would donate an
approved steer per week. The carcass or the animal
would be weighed and cut into twenty shares. At the
end of the season each member should have had the
equivalent of a whole animal. In some cases, two
families might combine to share the. meat of one
membership. The first six animals slaughtered in the
spring were to be grain fed and valued accordingly.
The next fourteen would be "grassers" as people
didn't usually maintain a feed lot in summer. These
would be valued as "grassfed" steers. A member
whose steer was heavier than average would be paid
for the overage. It is not known if those with lighter
than average animals had to make up the difference.
The steer was delivered to the butcher on Monday
and killed on Tuesday evening. Mr. Willis cut it up
and bagged the meat for this purpose early the next
morning. Cotton sacks (usually flour sacks) with the
member's name printed on them were provided by
each member. The meat was generally picked up
before breakfast. A person in one area might take
turns distributing the meat for himself and neighbours.
A social event of the fall was the "Beef Ring
Supper". It was much the same as the church fowl
supper. The usual good Arizona cooking was
provided. The first course consisted of a variety of
meats, salads and vegetables, followed by desserts.
A short program usually concluded the evening.
Disagreement arose and the beef ring was disbanded but sometime later, Harold (Nibs) Saunders
from Sidney ran a beef ring and delivered the meat
for a few years.

Lloyd Willis' quarter horse stallion "Lap n' Tap", 1958.

he travelled a Percheron stallion for breeding purposes.
By the end of the thirties, tractors and cars were
taking the place of horses. Horse populations went
into a steep and rapid decline. A few were kept for
chores during the forties and fifties. By 1980, chore
teams were scarce.
The pleasure horses were popular in the sixties
and seventies. In the forties, Charles Carritt had the
first Palamino stallion in the district. The sixties saw
Lloyd Willis with a fine quarter horse stallion. Bill
Bickford and Lloyd Willis had cutting horses and
were founding members of the Manitoba Cutting
Horse Association. Several gymkhana and trail rides
originated from the Willis farm. Judy and George
Mack turned their land into a holiday ranch where
Judy teaches horsemanship to her young guests.
In 1966 a new industry came to Manitoba, the
production of estrogens from the urine of pregnant
mares. The drug company "Ayerst Organics" established in Brandon, and there were several hundred
producers in Manitoba. In the beginning, Arizona
had two participants, Bill Bickford and Lloyd Willis.
Present producers are Alec and Elsie Patterson and
Bill Carritt. This industry was responsible for an
increase in the number of horses through the sixties
and seventies.
A few farms have saddle horses for working with
cattle. The magnificent draft horses of the past are
preserved in a few show herds. They can be seen at
fairs in all their splendor. In our district, Bill Carritt
has started a herd of Belgians.
Although horses have limited use now, they
reigned surpeme throughout the West for about sixty
years.

United Grain Growers
Bessie Bagnall
Although one or two older families in the area are
still receiving dividends on United Grain Growers
shares, little seemed to be known about a local organization, as there had been no elevator at Arizona.
Luckily, when enquiries were made, D. H.
Fraser, assistant to the United Grain Growers presi-.
dent, came across information in the files of the
Petrel elevator, which showed where and when Arizona was part of aU. G .G. organization.
A United Grain Growers local board was established in 1920, with members in Carberry, Arizona,

Beef Ring
Bessie Bagnall
The Beef Ring was one of the more practical
organizations of the community. No one seems to
10

and Fairview. The minutes of the annual company
meeting, November 1920, showed W. R. Fallis from
Carberry as the delegate, so the board's location was
entered as Carberry. The 1921 meeting showed
Thomas Zachary of Arizona, as delegate, so the
board's location that year was entered as Arizona. It
must have been confusing for anyone who did not
know that the location given to the local organization
depended upon where the chosen delegate called
home.

ery and other farm supplies. Cattle were thought to
be bought and shipped out also.

The Farmer's Union
Bessie Bagnall
The Farmer's Union was not widely supported in
Arizona. Mr. and Mrs. Bill Loney from north of
Austin canvassed the district to stimulate interest.
Warner Jorgenson from south of Winnipeg came to
speak on the subject at the hall. Mrs. Beth Crewson
and Bill Beam, directors from Portage also came to
the district to help organize. Many district residents
were of the opinion that farmers could never present a
united front.
A district organization was formed in 1958. That
year the board consisted of President - Harvey
Robinson, Vice President - Ernie Bagnall, and Secretary-Treasurer - Dorothy Hyde.
The June 1959 meeting is the last one on record.
Interest in the "Farmer's Union" was gone and has
never regained popularity in the Arizona district.

A complete list of board members in 1920-1921
was Thomas Zachary, Chairman (Pratt), Wm. Goggin (Sidney), 1. W. Carritt (Sidney), T. S. Rogers
(Carberry), W. R. Fallis (Carberry), A. R. Olmstead
(Gregg). Mr. Fallis was chosen as delegate and Mr.
Rogers as alternate delegate. A. C. Sharpley
(Sidney) and H. A. Mickie (Sidney) became local
board members. Thomas Zachary was chairman and
delegate in 1921-1922, and chairman in 1922-1923.
Wm. Goggin was alternate delegate that year. Other
persons who served as delegates were 1. W. Carritt,
A. C. Sharpley, and H. A. Mickie. In 1923-1924 Mr.
Sharpley and Mr. Goggin were still mentioned on the
board. Mr. Goggin was the last person from Arizona
mentioned in the years 1931-1932. From then on,
only citizens of Carberry were mentioned in the
annual report after 1939-1940. In this year, 1981, the
district name is now Petrel, where the large new
United Grain Growers elevator is located.

Transportation
Bessie Bagnall
To begin with, work horses and oxen provided
transportation for people and supplies. Frequently
people walked to save their draft animals for the
heavy field work. Later, light horses replaced heavy
work horses for lighter loads. Popular vehicles were
buggies, carts, and democrats in summer; and a
variety of lighter jumpers and bob-sleighs in winter.
Bicycles may have been used prior to the advent
of the automobile. Probably they were not very popular as very few can remember them. It is known that
Schneiders, who cam~ from Edrans to build Sharpley's brick house in the early 1900's, used bicycles.
Also in the early twenties a man working on the
C.N .R. section at Arizona owned a motor bike with a
side car. Speculation is that sandy trails and muddy
ruts discouraged any would-be bicyclers.
Cars made their appearance in Arizona prior to
1915. However, automobiles were not to replace
horses completely until roads improved and cars
became more dependable. It was not until the 1940's
when municipalities, with the aid of large road grading equipment, were able to build better roads and
keep them clear for part of the winter. By the 1950's
the main roads were kept open all winter.
Increasing affluence, all-weather roads, and
comfortable, winterized vehicles all contributed to
the demise of the horse as a mode of transportation in
Arizona.
The Model T Ford was only one of the early
automobiles to appear in Arizona. People remember
the Chevrolet 490, Overland, Buick, McLaughlin,

Older Arizona residents remember United Grain
Growers picnics at the home of Thomas Zachary,
which was attended by three to four hundred people.
There was never an elevator at Arizona, but in the
1920's, Harry Matthews of Carberry, bought grain
locally for the United Grain Growers, and it was
loaded in box cars at Arizona. In early years, farmers
could order a grain box car from the railway compa-ny, which would be "spotted" at the nearest railway
siding. There, horse drawn loads of grain were shoveled by hand into the grain car, and shoveled back
until the car was filled. If the farmer had less than a
car load, a neighbour might share the car, putting in a
"bulk head", or partition, to separate the shipments.
The railway kept a supply of "grain doors" at the
siding to be used in the grain cars. A farmer could
ship two kinds of grain in one box car, by "bulk
heading". The farmer would be charged for the
number of grain doors that he used.
United Grain Growers shipped barrels of apples
to Gateside and Arizona stations. The barrels of
"Russets", "Baldwins" and "Northern Spy" apples
were well wrapped in blankets and robes, and taken
quickly home to be stored in the potato cellar for t.he
winter. U.G.G. also shipped in coal, some machm11

Road Building
Bessie Bagnall
Now roads are taken for granted, but travel for
the early pioneers must have been difficult, as many
sloughs cross the area. The first roads in Arizona
were meandering trails running parallel to the
sloughs and crossing them at strategic points. Even
now some of these trails can be observed on native
prairie.
The later pattern of roads was determined by the
survey system which established ownership of land
in square sections - one mile by one mile, with road
allowances ninety-nine feet wide between each section. The land was surveyed in about 1875 before the
influx of settlers. The development of a prosperous

Robert Edgar and sister Jean in their first new car 1915.

Studebaker and Grey Dart. These were soon replaced
by covered in coaches and sedans. Choosing a color
was no problem they were predominantly black.
Ownership of an automobile was a luxury at first
but soon became a necessity. Banks were reluctant to
lend money for such items as a car and credit had to
come from a mortgage company. Most farmers
would do without if cash was not available. In 1919
Joe Carritt paid nine hundred dollars for a new Model
T Ford.
For most people in Arizona, particularly in the
1930s the cash to run the automobile was hard to
obtain. Mrs. Albert King and her family would trap a
badger or two in the spring to raise money for a
licence and repairs to get their Durant car running for
the summer. Perhaps the railroad men were most able
to afford a car as they had steady wages from the
Canadian National Railway. People sacrificed many
things to keep the car running in depression years.
After the Second World War came the return of
optimism and affluence. Cars became more comfortable and attractive. Sixteen meant being old enough
to obtain a driver's licence and the keys to the family
car. After getting a job, ownership of a car was a
priority.
Trucks have been very important to agriculture.
Most farms have at least one light truck. These trucks
can be completely functional or luxurious as the Ford
Supercab. Small farm trucks abound on our roads
hauling light loads, delivering fuel and meals to the
field and making quick trips for repairs. They haul
recreational vehicles, stock trailers and grain boxes,
often by means of a fifth wheel.
Large trucks, usually deisel powered, are indispensable to farmers as they move grain, potatoes,
livestock and hay.
Many farm families have recreational vehicles
and use them for holidays and weekends at the lake.
Even farmers are becoming sophisticated.

Ernie 8eswitherick and Allan Patterson maintaining the road.

community depended upon roads for travel and commerce. Once constructed they must be maintained.
One method of getting the roads built was the use
of statute labour. This was a system in which each
farmer was expected to work on the road adjacent to
his land. If the work was completed and passed
inspection, a sum of money was deducted from his
taxes. If he didn't do his statute labour the same
amount of money was added to his taxes. The councillor appointed a local resident as "pathmaster" to
supervise the statute labour. The pathmaster called on
residents of the area and suggested what work they
should do on road improvements. He would return
later to inspect the work and make his report.
Road building was back-breaking work. The
scrapers and graders supplied by municipalities were
primitive implements pulled by horses. Usually one
person handled the horses and another managed the
scraper. In some cases, one man did both. To dump
the load successfully, the team was required to continue moving steadily while the handle on the scraper
was lifted. This required an important combination
of strength, dexterity and horsemanship.
Today the municipality is completely responsible
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for roads and their maintenance. One councillor
oversees several permanent employees. Huge equipment has replaced the horses and the awkward little
scraper.

Canadian National Railway
Betty and Mary Handyside
The Canadian National Railway went through the
district of Arizona in 1904. The year before, it had
been completed as far as Pratt. In 1904 it was finished
to Brandon Junction and opened for traffic on April
2, 1905.
A large station was built with living quarters for a
station agent and a section foreman, as well as a
freight shed. A town was surveyed but this never
materialized.
The station burned in the dead of winter around
1915. The station agent and his family were rescued
by a train crew who just happened to be passing at the
time. The large station was replaced by a small waiting room and freight shed. A small separate house
was built for the track foreman and a bunk house for
the workmen.
There was a train wreck just east of Arizona in
those early years. The engine and several cars drove
off the rails into a sand bank along the track. The
fireman was scalded and lost his life. Oscar Dunton
remembers that he and his brother Harvey rode down
on their ponies after school to view the disaster.

The first Arizona Station.

The railway was a great benefit to rural residents.
They were able to send their produce such as eggs, .
cream, poultry, livestock, and grain to market by
rail. Although it was only a flag stop it brought
freight which the section men looked after. Passengers could flag the train at any time of year and
travel to their business appointments without the long
drive with horses. When roads and motor vehicles
became more reliable, the railway lost some of its
importance.
About 1950 Jock Lunn opened a store and post
office about two miles east of Arizona where the
Worby passing track was situated. This became
known as Worby General Store and Post Office. With
the train stopping regularly at Worby for mail deliv-

Building the side track at Gateside. Some of the men working are Mac Sloan, Lawrence Routley, Sam Cheney and Jim Paisley.
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ery the freight and passenger service at Arizona was
gradually eliminated. The waiting room and freight
shed were moved to Worby. The workmen remained
at Arizona and continued to look after the freight
shed and waiting room at its new location.
This continued until the death of Jock Lunn in
1971 when the store and post office were closed. The
railway line was phased out. The last train on the
Canadian National Railway to go through Arizona
was August 1, 1978. In September of that year, the
track was removed ending a service that had meant so
much in earlier years.
The first foreman was Stuart Davidson, who later
became roadmaster. Section foremen who followed
were Mr. Robinson, Frank McArthy, Tom Muirhead,
Nick Homenuik, Emerson Harburn, John Kufflick,
Len Lamb, John Strilic and Carl Saydah.

butter and eggs were bartered for groceries. Churning was done in a barrel-type churn. What a wonderful convenience it was when creameries were
established and cream could be shipped. Today some
farms do not have a milk cow to supply milk for their
own family. Keeping food from spoiling was a problem. Meat, mostly pork, was salted. This was a
method of putting excess salt on, meat. Cured this
way, it would keep for quite a while. This meat was
so salty it had to be soaked in water before cooking.
Canning was not very successful in early days as the
sealers available could not be sealed tightly. When
the "Gem" jars with the screw top came along in the
twenties, all that changed. The women were able to
preserve the fruits and vegetables from their gardens
for winter use. In 1981 fresh fruits and vegetables are
available year round, although many women still
prefer to preserve or freeze their own. In the thirties
and forties, some folks had an ice well to keep food
cool, especially cream for shipping. This was a shallow hole in the ground, with a roof over it. In the
winter, this would be filled with large blocks of ice
from Jackson Lake, then the ice was covered with a
deep layer of sawdust for insulation. The ice house
was put in a shaded spot. These worked fairly well,
but were messy and not very convenient, especially if
cream was needed for an unexpected evening guest's
coffee. The ice was handy to make ice cream for
special occasions. Ice often was melted by August,
and left the family with no cool spot for the fall
season.
Children were born at home, with a midwife in
attendance. Doctors were a luxury, and sometimes
did not arrive until the event was over. Some midwives serving the community were Mrs. Fred Roseberry, Mrs. Robert Bell, Mrs. Thomas Stephenson,
Mrs. John McIntyre, Mrs. Duncan McIntyre, Mrs.
Joe Williams, Mrs. Bill Goggins, Mrs. Sam Cheney,
Mrs. John Outhwaite, Mrs. Bradley and Mrs. Hearst.
Some of the doctors serving our area in the early
years were Dr. Goodwin, Dr. Hazard, Dr. Bryan, and
Dr. Waugh. In 1980 hospital services are available at
Carberry and McGregor although some people travel
to Portage or Brandon ..
Keeping the family clothed was a time consuming job for the pioneer women. Spinning, weaving
and knitting were necessary crafts. Sewing was done
by hand in the early years. The first sewing machines
were turned by hand, followed by the treadle machines, which were used for many years. A great deal
of sewing is still done in the homes, although garments of every description are available in stores.
The long skirts of the early century were prevalent up
to the first World War. Then styles started to change!
Skirts began to get shorter, and it was considered

Women
Pearl DeAthe
Life was very hard for the pioneer women. They
had to cope with loneliness, sickness and very limited finances. Everything was done at home - sewing,
cooking, caring for the sick and dying, as well as
helping with work outside. There were no supermarkets or shopping malls in those days, just a general store in the nearest town, with bags of flour and
bolts of cloth to be turned into food and clothing for
the family.
For many years after our district was settled,

Mrs. Tom Stephenson carrying water.
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very daring to let your ankles be seen. In the twenties, hemlines were up to the knee, although they
lowered again in the thirties. The most dramatic
change occurred in the thirties, a few women were
seen in trousers. At first they were worn only for
helping outside, and gradually for some household
chores. Now slacks and pant suits are an accepted
dress for almost any occasion.
Hair styles have changed too, but never back to
the uncut hair of the early century, when little girls
wore braids, and it was a sign of adulthood to do your
hair up in a bun. There have been deep waves, permanent waves, cold waves, and heat waves, to name a
few. All were designed to make the ladies more
beautiful. Arizona is now fortunate to have a resident
hair dresser Valerie McDonald.
Washing was another backbreaking chore for our
pioneer women. Water was carried from outside
wells, heated on wood burning stoves and clothes
scrubbed on a wash board. If the family was large,
the laundry could take all day. Little wonder they
welcomed any device to speed up this work. The first
washing machines were little better than the board.
They were wooden tubs with handles that had to be
operated by hand. They were aptly called arm strong
machines. It was a big advancement when the machines came with a gasoline motor. Electricity
brought electric motors and now automatic washers
and dryers.
Ironing was tedious work. Sad irons were heated
on a woodstove. All clothing was of natural fibers
and had to be ironed. Electric irons made a big
difference with automatic heat settings.
The telephone relieved some isolation and loneliness when the lines were put through the district in
1905. Neighbors could pass on news, good or bad,
more quickly. Help could be reached in times of
sickness, fire or disaster. In later years, it became a
social, as well as a business convenience. Many
people shared one line and each party had a combination of long and short rings to identify their calls.
Eavesdropping was prevalent and one had to be careful of the remarks he made.
Entertainment in the home has also changed. For
those not talented enough to make their own music,
the old gramophone was a popular instrument. The
very old ones can be seen in museums with their big
speakers and cylinder-type records. These have been
steadily improved until, by our centennial year,
many homes enjoy sophisticated stereo systems. The
radio, too, was a great entertainment source for the
rural people. The first ones were equipped with ear
phones, to which only one person could listen. When
loud speakers became available, families gathered in
the living room to hear such comedies as ''Amos and

Andy", "Fibber Magee and Molly", and "The Jack
Benny Show". The radio brought news and sports
into the home as well. It is still providing these
services and others, like market reports and weather
forecasting. Radios are electric now, a big improvement over battery operated ones.
City residents had been enjoying television for a
few years before the rural customers. Now every
home has a T. V. set to provide all the entertainment
this electronic convenience can supply.
The one development in the last hundred years
that made the most difference to women's work was
the rural electrification program. It came to Arizona
in 1952. This made it possible to have water on tap in
the home and modern bathroom facilities. No more
the Saturday night ritual of bathing in the laundry tub
beside the kitchen stove!
Meal preparation could be done on an electric
range. The wood stove had served well, but no one
longed for the chore of filling the wood box or
cleaning stove pipes. Some homes had wood or coal
furnaces that worked well if attended regularly.
However, they usually went out before morning.
Now thermostatically controlled heating is possible.
One only has to rise in a cold house to appreciate
what central heating means to a family. Electric lighting eliminated the need to fill, trim and clean lamps.
This was a messy job at any time. A light on the stairs
and in the basement meant no more dark corners.
Electricity also powered fridges and deep freezers.
Fresh meat could be kept year round. Milk and cream
kept fresh and sweet in the fridge. With a flip of the
switch, the houswife's work went from that of drudgery to a life of comparative ease. The rural family
could enjoy all the conveniences that were once only
available to urban dwellers.
Women, more or less, remained in the home until
World War II. With the young men away defending
their country, there was a shortage of help on the
farms. Women put on overalls and went out to drive
tractors, trucks and the family car. They enjoyed their
new found responsibilities and did not go back to
exclusively women's work. When the men returned
from the war, women were taking their place
alongside their husbands, in almost anything. Many
took jobs outside the home. They managed their
house and cared for their family with time to spare.
Our pioneer women could not have imagined the
life style of the eighties: the sick being cared for in
modern hospitals, television, air conditioning, refrigeration, lighting, heating and electric kitchen
aids for every job. Could one ask for more? I believe
our pioneers would be simply overwhelmed by our
modern life sty Ie!
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Arizona School District #4781888-1968

The school was erected at a cost of four hundred
dollars. In 1888, it was opened. Miss Sadie Wright
was the first teacher. No information is available
regarding early teachers' salary or qualifications.
At that time note books were difficult or impossible to obtain and finances limited. The children used
slates and whatever books were available. An old
Grade one reader from Ontario started with Charles
Dicken's story, "The Death of Little Nell" .
Most men and some women from the district
seemed to have had a turn serving on the school
board. Early members included Alfred Cann, James
Paisley, John and Nichol McDougal, James Michie,
and Wesley Down. Alfred Cann was the secretary
treasurer in 1888. Ernest Waring served on the school
board from 1923 to 1950. He had the longest term as
secretary in Arizona.
The teachers must have been popular in the predominately male settlement. Jack McDougal married
one teacher, Carrie Sparling from Sight Hill and
Alfred Cann married another, Maggie Vanalsteen
who taught in Arizona in 1893.
The Arizona School District was the first district
formed in the area, even earlier than Sidney. Children

Bessie Bagnall - Claire DeAthe
By 1885, Arizona had changed from raw prairie
into a farm community. The settlement had a few
families but most homesteaders were bachelors. That
year, a meeting was held at Duncan McDougal's
residence. Unfortunately no record of the minutes
were available but there it was decided to build a
school. Each man present agreed to supply three
tamarac logs for the building. Richard Routley donated one acre of land on the corner of S .E. 16-10-12
in the rural Municipality of North Norfolk. The
school was also to be used for religious purposes.
On September 2, 1886, the Protestent Section of
the Board of Education confirmed by-law number
forty-five of the Municipality of North Norfolk. This
by-law provided that the School District of Arizona,
number478 be established. The lands included in the
district were as follows: Section one to thirty-one
inclusive in township ten, range twelve west. The
school site to be fixed at the south east corner of
section sixteen, township ten, range twelve. A seven
hundred dollar debenture was issued to build the
school.

The original Arizona Log School. Built in 1888 and the Class of 1891. Row of Girls. L. to R.: Maud Elliot, Bella McDougall, Ethel
Hope, Hannah Parkinson, Maime Paisley, Pearl Routley, Minnie Mcintyre, Jessie Hope. Boys sitting L. to R.: Willie Elliot, Wes
Roseberry, Archie Michie, Jimmie Parkinson. Boys Standing at the Back: Roger Parkinson, Jimmie Hope, Charlie Routley, Dan
(Donald) McDougall. Two small boys standing in front. Douglas Michie, Bob Hope. Seated on Doorstep. Oscar Roseberry, Ella
Paisley. Teacher at door. Miss McLellan.
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were brought as far as seven miles to school. Those
living near the school walked, the others rode or
drove horses. Children from several families came
together when possible. The school "pony" could be
any size but was usually quiet and dependable. Despite this, races going to and coming from school
were exciting and injuries sometimes resulted.
Teachers were boarded within one mile of school.
Miss Emma Carr was hired to teach from April to
November 1897. Bad roads kept her stranded in
Sidney for a week until Wesley Down managed to
bring her to Arizona with his team of oxen. Poor
roads remained a problem until the 1950's.
When 1900 arrived, forty-nine pupils were attending Arizona School. Miss Gertrude McMillan,
the teacher, heled plan the new red brick structure.
Though it was more modem, it is always remembered for being very cold in winter.
This was the first year school was held in Arizona
from January to June. Prior to this, classes were
taught from April to November or December with
short summer holidays in July or August. The new
school year which lasted from late August to the
following June presented new problems. Charles
Carritt recalls that children could not be taken to
school during very cold or stormy weather; thus
some required three years before they completed one
grade.
Children's clothing was inadequate. The girls
wore dresses kept clean by white pinafores. In cold
weather they wore several pairs of hand knitted woolen stockings. The boys wore rubber boots or moccasins all winter. Feet, chilled coming to school,
didn't warm on the cold school floor. Sore itchy
chilblains resulted and often were a continuing problem. November 4, 1918, the school was closed until
March 3, 1919 when the influenza epidemic was
rampant.
The old brick school was well known for being

cold in winter. It was not insulated and the heating
system was poor. A caretaker looked after the school
and lit the fire each morning but students often huddled around the heater wearing their coats until noon.
Despite different heating systems, Arizona pupils
endured many cold mornings until the Linwood
School was moved in 1963 and central heating installed. Some of the men remember when they lit the
school fire forfive cents each morning. Any boy who
received twenty-five cents per week felt rich.
Tranna Rogers (Calvert) mentioned that the
caretaker in Arizona during the 1930's was very thorough. The walls and ceilings were kept clean and

The last Arizona School.

Last Class in Arizona School, 1968. Back Row: L. to R.: Earl
Blair, Doug McPherson, Cyril Stephenson, Mike Blair. Middle
Row: Lee Stephenson, Glen Blair, Elsie McPherson, Mrs.
Carol Kilfoyle (teacher), Darlene Hawkins, Diane Bagnall.
Front Row: Randy Creasy, Rodney De'Athe, Donald McPherson, Cheryl De'Athe, Debbie Blair, Rocky Creasy. (missing
Jamie Blair).

The Arizona Brick School, 1921.
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Arizona Red Brick School. Built in 1900 and the Class of 1905. Back Row: L. to R.: Bill Stephenson, Graham Paisley, Ernest
Beswitherick, Frank Roseberry, Belmont McDougall, Ruby Roseberry, Lottie Beswitherick. Second Row: Mary Sharpley, Effie
McMillan, Jennie Muirhead, Edith Roseberry, Hannah Stephenson. Third Row: Olive Paisley, Elsie Beswitherick, Ina McDougall.
Clara Beswitherick, Miss Clara Langton (teacher), Sarah Stephenson, Mary Stephenson. Front Row: Elton Beswitherick, Curly
Muirhead, Roger Sharpley, Cecil Muirhead, Bill McMillan.

The next spring, the pupils covered the front of
the school with mud. When Tranna's father arrived at
five thirty that night to take her home, the pupils were
still busy washing the school with water from the
puddles.
When Mary Peck (Wiebe) was an Arizona teacher, a rivalry was taking place between the girls and the
boys. The girls, anxious for feminine equality, requested to light the hall fire in preparation for practising for the Christmas concert. Unfortunately, when
they lit the fire, the hall filled with smoke. The girls
went for help; when Mary stepped out of the school
room, she noticed a piece of tin tumble from the
chimney and when Mary and the girls returned, the
fire was going well. Evidently, the girls were not as
capable as the boys!
That evening, Mary discussed the situation with
George Hyde and his family as she boarded there.
George suggested removing a section at the bottom
of the chimney and stuffing it with rags and papers.
Before the next practise session, Mary asked' the
"male chauvinists" to look after the fire. She still
laughs about the boys consternation when the hall
again filled with smoke. There was much speculation
regarding who had blocked the chimney but Herb
Bagnall eventually made a correct guess.
Later, Mary's pupils hand pumped enough water
to make themselves a curling rink that was enjoyed

well painted. She was very dismayed when her pupils
bounced the football from the oiled floor and marked
the freshly painted ceiling.
The teacher in the one room schools had "their
hands full". They were expected to teach the eight
grades as well as help older children with highschool
correspondence classes. Often the teachers were inadequately prepared and had only a Grade XII permit
to teach. Older students would help instruct the little
ones. Occasionally brighter students were able to
progress rapidly and would take three grades in two
years. Some students finished their work quickly and
spent their spare time playing tricks and disturbing
the rest of the school. Arizona seems to have had an
abundance of pranksters. Could this be a reason that
only three teachers taught here for more than two
years?
Tranna Rogers who presided over the Arizona
students from August 1928 to June 1930 recalled
many humorous incidents. Shortly after she started
teaching she heard a noise in the school waste basket.
Close examination revealed a snake. Hoping to nip
such antics in the bud, Tranna had one ofthe big boys
(Charlie Willis) come to the front of the room and
display the snake while she taught the other pupils
about it. This method of discipline didn't work and
she later found a mouse in her cushion and a lizard in
her desk!
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even on the coldest days. This project did much to
eliminate the teasing and rivalry.
It was common for boys to be kept from classes in
seeding and threshing time. Thus, sisters often had a
higher education. High school subjects were taken by
correspondence and some students were able to
board in Austin or Sidney for their high school years.
This was expensive and only more fortunate children
were able to graduate from grade twelve until the
1950's.
Baseball was always a popular sport and the
teacher often took part. The small children were
helped by the older ones. Strike four, five or six was
frequently allowed. In the spring, various schools
played against each other at their "picnics" . Football
was enjoyed in the colder months. Another favorite
pastime was skating on the frozen slough south of the
church.
Field days or sports days were held in Austin or
MacGregor. On these occasions, marching competitions were followed by track and field events, folk
dancing, drills and ball games. Each school struggled for the highest number of points. Arizona's
colors were purple and gold but a banner wasn't used
until later years.
The annual Christmas concert provided a break
from the usual school work and was always very
much enjoyed by the public. The children decorated
the hall and evergreen tree with handmade articles.
Every child had a part and some of the older children
were involved in almost every item. The master of
ceremonies was vital to the program's success. He
had to have a good supply of jokes to keep the
audiences' attention while the pupils scrambled behind the curtain changing scenes. The audience was
treated to a variety of songs, recitations, drills, plays
and the Christmas Pageant. Finally amid much jingling of bells and ho, ho, ho's, Santa Claus would
bound into the room and distribute gifts and bags of
treats. The little bags containing candy, nuts, and an
orange were a gift of the school board. Before 1940,
it was often the only orange the children would receive that Christmas.
One teacher, Edith Peck, remembers an outstanding item at the 1965 Concert. It was a Scottish Highland dance performed by Helen and Dianne Bagnall,
Irene and Elsie McPherson and Darlene Hawkins.
That winter, the "Co-op Country Concert" was a live
program originating from CKX, Brandon. Mrs. Peck
requested an audition for the "Arizona Highland
Dancers". The evening the girls appeared, every
T. V. for miles around was turned to channel five.
Due to this, the girls had many requests to perform at
local events and in Holland and Glenboro. The dancers were given a tremendous ovation by the large

crowd attending the "Seventy-fifth Anniversary of
Glenboro". It was said their performance delighted
and warmed the hearts of many Scots who saw them.
No movie stars came from Arizona but the acting
experience taught people to move gracefully and
speak effectively before an audience. Thus, the simple Christmas concert helped the children gain the
self confidence necessary for maturity.
Many children left the district and their academic
achievements are unknown. Some excelled and were
able to get higher education. At least sixteen became
teachers and six were nurses. Several boys studied
agriculture. Rudy Rogolski was one of these; he was
employed by the Federal Government in Ottawa and
later went to Africa. Other students obtained a variety of university degrees. Thelma Willis (Durward)
and Marguerite Willis (Durward) completed their
education while they were raising their families. Several families sent their children to religious institutions to complete their high school or for a post grade
twelve course. Many youngsters left Arizona and
went into the world of business and commerce. In
whatever occupation they choose, the children of the
land often shine. From an early age, they have
learned honesty, responsibility, independence and
the value of hard work.
In 1968, Manitoba eliminated the small school
districts and large consolidated divisions were
formed. Arizona became part of the Pine Creek
School Division which has its head office in
Gladstone. Philip Stephenson was the first trustee
elected from this area. At present, 1981, the representative is George Mack.
Today Arizona students are bussed to Austin for
public school and to MacGregor for their secondary
education. The boys and girls now have the advantage of chemistry laboratories, gymnasiums, work
shops, and home economics rooms.
The era of the little school is gone and with it the
pranks, rivalries, and independence of yesterday.
The community was left without a social centre and
residents were drawn to Carberry, Austin, and MacGregor for their recreation. Perhaps, saddest of all,
the children are swallowed up by the large schools
and miss having recognition of their special talents
and unique personalities.

Arizona Teachers 1888-1968
Miss Sadie Wright, (Carberry) 1888. Miss Eliott.
Miss O'Dell. Miss McLennon. Miss Caroline Sparling. Miss Maggie Vanalstein, 1893. Miss Anna
Stuart, 1894. Miss Clara M. Buist, 1895. Miss Margaret E. MacDonald, 1896. Miss Maud Mawhinney,
1896. Miss Emma M. Carr, 1897. Miss Fanny B.
Thompson, 1898. Miss Gertrude MacMillan, 1899,
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1900. Miss Francis C. Lander, 1899. Miss Clara M.
Bemister, 1900, 1901. Miss Maud Bainslee, Miss
Maud Napper, and Miss Agnes Ainslee, 1901. Miss
Ida Watts (Carberry), 1902. Miss S. Augusta, 1903.
Mr. I. C. O. Sullivan, (B.A. Ireland), Miss L. L.
Ferguson, 1904. Miss Clara Langton, (Virden),
1904, 1905. Miss Bessie M. Ross, Miss Audrey
Young (Ontario), 1906. Miss Elizabethh Little, 1907.
Miss Clara McMaster, (Carberry), 1908. Miss Pearl
Winteringham, Miss Florence Keeping, 1909. Miss
Rosa E. Black (Neepawa), Miss Edna Younghusband, (Portage la Prairie, 1910. Miss Mona I. Morrow, 1911, 1912. Miss Laura A. Kellet (Winnipeg),
1913, 1914. Miss Ida McLean (Kenton), 1914, 1915.
Miss Vera May Babb, 1916. Miss Kathleen S. Burke,
Miss Myrtle May Wark, Miss V. Jonatanson, 1917.
Miss Olive P. Swanton (Rosewood), 1918. Miss A.
B. Campbell, Miss Marjorie E. Synder (Winnipeg),
1919. Miss Laura M. Blanks (Sanford), Miss Annie
R. Mitchell, 1920. Miss Margaret Bradley (Winnipeg), 1921, 1922. Miss C. Arminah Powell, 1922,
1923. Miss Clara Beswitherich, 1922, 1923, 1924.
Miss Vera Robinson (Pratt), 1924, 1925.
Miss Florance MacKay, (Portage la Prairie), 1925,
1926. Miss Lydia Peters (Winnipeg), 1927. Miss
Margorie E. Depuis, 1927, 1928. Miss Tranna Calvert (Sidney), 1928, 1929, 1930. Miss Ailsa Little
(Harte), 1930, 1931. Miss Jean Lane, 1931, 1932,
1933. Miss Verna Margaret Lundy, 1933, 1934,
1935. Miss Jean Olive Goulding, 1935, 1936, 1937,
1938. Miss Irene Blanche Towle, 1938, 1939, 1940.
Miss Mae Amelia Carritt (Sidney), 1940, 1941. Miss
Louise Steen, 1941, 1942. Miss Lorna Tapp, 1942,
1943,1944. Mrs. Isabel Alanna Mayers, 1944, 1945.
Miss Sophia Violet Dawshka, 1945, 1946. Mr. Kenneth M. White, 1946, 1947. Mrs. Bertha Evelyn
Gibson, 1947. Mrs. Edith Victoria Peck, 1947,1948,
1965, 1966. Miss Norine Wilma Jones, 1948, 1949.
Miss Florance Lillian Sims, 1949, 1949. Miss Edna
Irene Wardell, 1950, 1951, 1952, 1953. Mrs. Eva
Moffat, 1951, 1952, 1958, 1959, 1960, 1961. Miss
Mary Wiebe, 1953, 1954, 1955. Mrs. Marguerite
Willis (Worby), 1955, 1956, 1957, 1958. Mrs.
Shirley Moore (MacGregor), 1961, 1962. Miss
Eileen Mote, 1963, 1964. Mrs. Carol Kilfoyle, 1966,
1967, 1968.

The Langley School built in 1956.

the district be named after Mr. Langley, for he was
truly a fine man and a wonderful neighbour. "
As there were only a few pupils, a van was purchased and children were driven to Sidney. The route
alternated every week as the pupils who were picked
up first left home at seven a.m. and those picked up
last left home at eight a.m. However, those who were
picked up first were taken home first so the time they
spent on the road and at school was ten hours a day
for both groups.
For winter, a van built on a sleigh was used. This
was made of lumber and not very warm. The only
source of heart was foot warmers. These were metal
containers with compartments for heated bricks or
charcoal and only kept the soles of the feet warm. In
those days, mothers dressed their children in warm
clothes with home knit woolen socks, mitts, toques,
scarves and long underwear.

School District of Langley
Inga Elmhirst
The Union School District of Langley Number
2082 was formed in 1921 comprising parts of Arizona
and Castle Hill School Districts. The district was
named after W. B. Langley, one of the first settlers in
the district. A pioneer stated, "It was only fitting that

Langley School Class of 1960. L. to R.: Front Row: Jo~n
Burke, Joan Carritt, Marj Elmhirst, Bev De'Athe, Don Carntt.
Back Row: Howard McDonald, Allan McDonald, Doug
De'Athe, Bill Carritt.
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The van was used only three or four years. Then
the pupils went to nearby schools. The Carritt and
Langley children attended Arizona or Sidney. The
Creasy children went to Castle Hill and the Henderson, Dawska and Gay families went to Melbourne.
These children had three or five miles to go. Some
walked, others rode horseback, some were taken by
horse and buggy, sleigh or car. Is it any wonder they
sometimes stopped at a friend's place along the way
for cookies or a piece of fresh homemade bread?
In 1956 three grade one pupils were taken to
Sidney. In 1957, four families, those of Charles Carritt, Roy McDonald, Bryden De' Athe and Allan Jarvis persuaded the Manitoba Department of Education to build a school. This was accomplished in the
fall of 1957. The new school had oil heat, indoor
toilets and was quite comfortable. Six boys started
school with Mrs. Inga Elmhirst as teacher
(1957-1961).
Teachers who taught were Leonard Gluska
(1961-1962), Lydia Weibe (Sept. to Dec. 1962),
Muriel Alton (1963-1964), Eva Moffat (1964-1965).
In 1965, the larger school division was formed
and Langley became part of Beautiful Plains School
Division. The school closed and later was sold. It was
used as a dwelling for a time. The children were
taken to Carberry by school van and later by the
larger school bus.

Many of these small churches have fallen into
disrepair but a few have been beautifully preserved
by donating them to local museums. This is the case
with the Arizona Church which now can be seen in
the Agricultural Museum at Austin.
The Rev. 1. W. Bell, a Methodist, was the first
minister to come to Arizona in 1884. He lived in
Carberry and served that district as well as Sidney,
Austin and Wellwood. Rev. Bell travelled around on
horseback or walked. Prayer meetings were held in
the homes at that time.
In 1888 a Sunday School was started with Mr.
Wesley Down as superintendent. It carried on for
eleven years.
The church built in 1898, known as the Presbyterian Church, started regular Sunday services.
The Rev. Simmons was the first regular minister.
This building was used continuously until the mid
1960's when the church was closed.
The folks of Methodist persuasion held Sunday
School regularly in the hall after it was built in 1901.
Sunday School over, the congregation walked over to
church and joined their Presbyterian neighbours in
worship. This continued for many years.
Travelling evangelists came through the district
from time to time. They held a series of meetings
which had their influence on the community. Two of
them were Rev. Turner and Rev. Gilbray.
In 1925 the congregations of the Methodist and
Presbyterian Churches of Canada voted to unite. This
union is known as the United Church of Canada. By
this time ministers were situated in all small towns.
Arizona shared ministers with Sidney and other surrounding points.
Ministers serving Arizona where: Rev. Thorne,
Rev. Farnsworth, Rev. Little, Rev. Magwood, Rev.
Mosley, Rev. Palmer, Rev. Maddoch, Rev. Cooper,
Rev. Sallows, Rev. Marchant, Rev. Hambley, Rev.
Caskey, Rev. Rathwell, Rev. Johnston, Rev. Shaver,
Rev. Harland, and finally Rev. Sly.
Organists were local women. Mrs. William
Elliot, Emma Cann, Addie Beswitherick, Beatrice
Peck, Elsie Peck, Alice Benton, and Jean McIntyre
were a few organists. Marjorie Hawkins is one who
played the organ for Sunday School.
The early ministers drove horses to keep their
appointments in the various parishes. The depression
years were especially hard. The members of the
congregation took turns driving the minister out from
Sidney for Sunday services and returning him, during the winter months. In summer, the ministers
drove themselves first with horses and later cars.
The church served the community well. Weddings, funerals and baptisms took place there as well
as regular worships.

Churches (Methodist & Presbyterian)
by Pearl DeAthe
The settlers came to the prairies and brought their
religion with them. This is very evident by the many
small churches of every denomination that dot the
country side. Our pioneers found comfort in their
faith during those first lonely years. It also helped to
unite them against the hardships they endured.

The Arizona Church.
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church building was moved to the Austin Agricultural Museum.

Declining population made the cost of keeping
the church too much for a small congregation. Regular services stopped in the mid-sixties.
A meeting was held April 20, 1972 at which time
it was decided that a committee consisting of Robert
Stephenson, James McPherson and 1. Harvey Robinson be appointed to approach The Manitoba Agricultural Museum Board about taking the church. This
was accepted and a fund for moving was started.
After receiving the money and contacting a
mover, the church was moved to the museum in
December, 1974. A dedication service was well attended in July, 1976. Several ministers who had
served at Arizona were present. A cairn was erected
in August, 1977 by John Seaman on the site where
the little church had stood for seventy-eight years.

Hall - Forrester's
Claire DeAthe
"All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy".
These words were as true in the 1880's as they are
today. The early Arizona settlers provided their own
entertainment by visiting, work bees, house parties,
and practical jokes. Church meetings were also a
social time as the people stayed and visited after
services. It became a tradition for anyone going into
"town" to pick up mail and supplies for his neighbours. When the parcels were dropped off, the delivery man would usually stay for tea or supper and
sometimes for the evening. Many occasions were
turned into social events. Bam building, wood sawing, and quilting bees were well attended and well
enjoyed. Despite the work involved, threshing was a
jolly time. Stories were told and jokes played. People
tended to gather in homes that contained pianos and
organs. The Arizona baseball team was well known
in the 1880's.

The Anglican Church
Betty and Mary Handside
The first Church of England service was held in
the home of Mr. and Mrs. G. H. North on July 12,
1891. The clergyman was Rev. Sykes. Services were
also held in the homes of the Sharpley family and the
Carritt family and others until 1939.
Rev. Farnsworth, Rev. McCartney, Rev. Finley
and Rev. Joseph Milner were some of the ministers
officiating through the years. Mr. Milner lived in the
district as early as 1905. He later became rector of St.
Agnes Church in Carberry where he remained for
many years.
During the summer months, until the mid 1940 's,
the Arizona Anglicans would go to Pleasant Point,
Sidney or Austin for Sunday services. Now, in 1981,
the closest Anglican churches are in Carberry and
Austin.

Evangelical Free Church
Mary Peck

Arizona Hall, 1982.

In 1952 several families of the Arizona community helped form a church fellowship in Sidney under
the name of People's Church. In 1957, when the hall,
where services were held, was sold; the group temporarily met in the Arizona church. Here, some of
the local people were also involved with community
Sunday School work.
During the following year, the People's Church
affiliated with the Evangelical Free Church of America (Prairie District). From 1960 to 1964 the Arizona
Church was much apprecited as a place to worship.
However, the Evangelical Church chose Carberry
as its site for a building. Consequently, services in
Arizona were discontinued, though local people continued teaching Sunday School till 1969. After that,
several Free Church people contributed toward Vacation Bible School work in the community until the

The earliest formal gatherings were house parties. Friends and neighbours from miles around
would crowd into buggies, sleighs or whatever conveyance was going. They arrived early and stayed
late; sometimes all night. Entertainment was singing,
card playing, parlor games, eating and dancing till
dawn.
The International Order of Forresters was a benevolent society dating from the fifteenth century in
England. It provided a type of disability pension and
life insurance to its members. Perhaps this influenced John McDougall, William Robert Routley,
Thomas Henry Routley, James R. Routley, Duncan
McIntyre, William Rayner and Archie McIntyre to
organize a chapter in Arizona. In 1901, the Forresters
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Arizona Ball Team of the 1880's. (these names are not in order). Tom Williams, Kit Parkinson, Dunc. McDougall, George Mcintyre,
Wesley Downs, Fred Doubt, Charlie Bee, Tom Routiey, Jack Jeffery.

purchased some land, beside the school, for fifteen
dollars from 1. R. Routley and built the present hall.
Mick Schoaff was the major carpenter. The hall was
built on the road allowance and therefore became an
obstruction. After World War I, Joe Robinson,
helped by the school children and using rollers and
winches, moved the hall to its present location. Soon
after the hall was moved, the Forresters disbanded
and the hall had to be sold. The community was
afraid some outsider would buy it and move it away.
Joe Carritt and Algernon Micklewright purchased it
in trust for the community. The Women's Institute
bought it back in 1922. The sum was paid in small
bills and coins. Enough money was left over to build
a twelve foot addition on the east end.
From time to time the hall was renovated. In
1938, vandals broke in, smashed windows and
damaged the piano. Shutters were then put on the
windows and Dugald Beswetherick repaird the
plano.
By the 1940's the community was more affluent.
The interior of the hall was painted, electricity put in
and an oil burner installed. In 1958 the hardwood
floor was laid. Lately, the hall is being refurbished
again. Ivory siding and black shingles have renewed
the weathered exterior. The windows have been
changed. A sixteen foot addition was built in 1980.

Sawing wood at Harry Peck's, 1930's.

This has been made into an entrance, cloak room,
bathroom and kitchen. The hall seemed much larger
when the oil furnace was moved to the addition.
Plans have been made to panel the interior and put in
a new ceiling. Since 1975 most work has been done
by volunteer labour, the major carpenters being Roy
Kilfoyle and Bryden De'Athe.
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ing towns. The hall was used less, mainly for showers and presentations. The 4-H members held
Christmas concerts there until 1972.
In 1975 the council decided the hall should be
moved unless a group with a paid membership be
responsible for it. Largely due to the efforts of Marjorie Hawkins, the Arizona Women's Organization
was reformed.
It wasn't long until the women saw the need to
renovate the old hall. Snowmobile derbies, fall suppers, teas and bake sales are some of the money
making projects. An annual Christmas supper is a
community event and the Arizona Women's Organization honors newlyweds and sends gifts and flowers
to welcome babies and to comfort those who are ill or
bereaved.
The Organization published a cookbook, "Treasured Recipes, Past and Present" in 1980. These are
some of the ways the Arizona Women's Organization
is fostering a new bloom of community spirit.
In the last hundred years there are several people
who have been noted for their performing talents.
Mrs. Roland Jackson and her sister, Mrs. Ernest
Waring, who had received voice lessons in Britain
were talented singers. Mr. Jackson often did duets
with his wife. Dugald Paterson was sent to Winnipeg
for musical instruction. Mrs. A. Sharpley was an
accomplished pianist. Gertrude Lemercier and Nora
Sharpley sang at many of the hall suppers accompanied by Mrs. Sharpley on the piano. Mrs. Langley
sang, accompanying herself on a guitar. Horace
Willis used to chill his audience with such vivid ghost
stories they were afraid to go home. Jim McPherson,
Sr. played the accordion with Ernest Waring chording on the piano.
Some outsiders entertained in Arizona, Harold
Graham, violinist, of Melbourne was accompanied
by his nephew Ernie Creasy on the banjo. Mae Bennett and Bill Benton also played with them. Mamie
Bates from Castle Point was well known for her
monologues. Mrs. Stanger from Pleasant Point, had
been a music hall entertainer in England and was
famous for such humorous renditions as the "Tale of
the Shirt".
Herb and Mable North played for local dances in
the 1920's. When they stopped, Ernie Creasy, Fred
Peck, Bill Benton and Mae Bennett took over and
supplied dance music until the early fifties. For several years Archie Mcintyre and his children Murray
and Elsie played in an orchestra. Murray continues to
play in a band. Presently, Harvey Robinson sings in
church and at many local functions. Bev Murray
(De' Athe) is often asked to play the piano and sing.
Her great joy is in the conducting of choirs.
Other people too are held in esteem for their

After the hunt. L. to R.: Roy McDonald, John Brennan, Hugh
Langley (seated), Charlie Carritt.

The hall has been used in all seasons. It has seen
grief and happiness. It has been used for church and
Sunday School, suppers, receptions, socials,
dances, elections, meetings and funeral lunches.
Each year the school held its Christmas concerts
there.
Several community organizations have used the
hall as a base. The "Home Economics" group was
established by local women during the World War 1.
This was later changed to the Women's Institute.
The Women's Institute was an organization supported by the Extension Service of the Manitoba
Department of Agriculture. The educational programs were practical and usually involved sewing
and nutrition.
The W. I. ladies were very active. They supported charities such as fresh air camps, the Cancer
Society, and the Salvation Army. Donations were
made towards the ministers' salaries. During the thirties, it was hard for fathers to provide clothing for
their children, particularly if the families were large.
The W.1. helped with donations of clothes and shoes.
Money was raised from community functions.
They included fall suppers in the hall followed by
concerts in the church, social evenings, bazaars, teas
and picnics. Actors came from other districts to perform in the Arizona Hall. The profits were shared
with the W.1.
In 1938 Arizona celebrated its Golden Jubilee. A
picnic complete with lemonade and ice cream was
held on the school and hall grounds.
After World War II the W.1. became less active.
A community club was formed to promote dances,
card parties and other social evenings. Ernest Waring
was chairman, Sarah Stephenson secretary. This
group lasted only a short time.
In 1961, the W.1. was replaced by the Arizona
Women's Organization. Dorothy Hyde was the first
president. The municipal council was given responsibility for the hall. At this time, the people were
more interested in supporting events in the surround24

community spirit. In the early years, Mr. and Mrs.
Tommy Stephenson were willing helpers and kindly
neighbours. Elizabeth Brown was a good organizer
as was Maud Benton. Mr. and Mrs. William Dunton's home was a favorite gathering point for neighborhood young people.
Let us not forget the quiet workers; the ones who
help us clean the hall, make the tea and see that fires
are lit. It is truly these people who have been, and
will continue to be the backbone of our community.

rence Bickford, Ernest Bagnall, George Hyde, Bill
Ireland, Gerald Blair and Walter Surminsky.

Red Cross

A waiting room was built in November and December. That first year it had only a saw dust floor,
and lanterns provided light for the skating area. Later
on, John Lunn's generating plant supplied light for it.
When hydro came to the area more black poplar
was cut, and more lumber was hauled to Worby. A
curling rink was built, with a small waiting room,
and a basement to accommodate a pump for flooding
the ice. This waiting room was joined to the skating
rink waiting room and a cement floor was put in.
Counters to serve the people were also built with
black poplar and covered with old lineoleum from
Harvey and Isabelle Robinson's home.

In the spring of 1951 black poplar trees were cut
down, directly south of the store. That fall the logs
were sawed in a saw mill owned by Don Carrothers,
and situated in Dave Marnock's pasture. The lumber
was then hauled to Worby, and the building of the
rink was underway.
The land for the rink was leased from Lloyd
Willis, at one dollar per year for ninety-nine years or
as long as the rink was in operation.

Betty and Mary Handyside
The Arizona Ladies assisted in projects for both
World Wars. In the first war, they sent comforts and
treats to the soldiers, raised money for the war effort,
and did knitting for the Red Cross.
In December of 1939, following the outbreak of
the Second World War, Mr. 1. P. Lawrie, M.L.A.,
and Mrs. Lawrie attended a meeting at the Arizona
Hall to organize a branch of the Red Cross. It was a
very active group and the ladies of the district made a
commendable contribution to the war effort. They
were assisted by the ladies of Castle Point district.
The first parcel of yam and sewing materials was
received on February 24, 1940 and the last in October, 1946. When the work was finished, it was returned to the Red Cross. During that time, they
completed 1,755 articles of sewing and 1,692 articles
of knitting. There were also several quilts donated,
and social events sponsored to raise money.

Ross Bickford, Ernest Beswitherick, Bill MacGregor, Roy Kilfoyle and Harvey Robinson were
some of the carpenters involved.
Worby had a very competitive hockey team
called the "Worby Warblers". Some of the players
were Archie McIntyre, Tom Meffin, Lawrence Bickford, Ronnie Roberts, Francis North, Lloyd Willis,
Gerald Cathcart, Jim Helliwell, Doug MacGregor
and Bill Bickford.

The Worby Rink
Judy Mack

Worby rink can also boast about several successful carnivals, with over one hundred anp fifty people
attending. Community mothers spent hours making
beautiful costumes for their youngsters to wear.
There was also crowning of the Carnival Queen.
Second hand curling rocks were purchased from
the Austin Curling Club. There were about fourteen
rinks that curled regularly in the schedule, and Worby sponsored many successful bonspiels, attracting
rinks from Sidney, Austin, Carberry, MacGregor,
Holland and Treherne.

During the summer of 1950, a public meeting was
held in the Arizona Hall, and about forty or fifty
enthusiastic people attended. Lloyd Willis was appointed chairman, and Marg. Willis acted as secretary. Location of a skating rink was number one on
the agenda.
There was a movement afoot, about the same
time, to close the Arizona C.N.R. Station, and the
C.N.R. was being petitioned to have a Post Office,
and appoint a Post Master at Worby, where a General
Store, had been built by John Lunn. After much
discussion Worby was chosen for the community
rink, and John Lunn was appointed caretaker.
Everyone backed the project strongly and
worked very hard to realize this facility. Some of the
families who helped to build the rink were Archie
and Ernest Bewitherick, Bill and Charlie MacGregor, Harvey Robinson, Roy and Earl Kilfoyle,
Bill, Ross, and Keith Bickford, Reg Purkess, Dave
Marnock, John Lunn, Lloyd Willis, Bill Wood, Law-

The rink operated for approximately twenty
years. After the death of John Lunn in 1971 and the
closing of the general store and post office, the interest of many people began to wane. Due to the lack of
support from the community, the curling rocks, and
the building were sold by public auction, and proceeds were given to the Arizona Women's Organization. The land then reverted back to the original
owner.
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4-H In Arizona
Pearl De' Athe
4-H Pledge
"I pledge
My HEAD to clearer thinking,
My HEART to greater loyalty,
My HANDS to larger service,
My HEALTH to better living,
For my club, my community, and
my country. "
4-H grew to be a worldwide government promoted organization. In Manitoba, it is sponsored by
the Extension Service of the Department of Agriculture. The purpose was to educate rural youth in better
farming practices.
The movement had a humble beginning in the
small town of Roland, Manitoba. In 1911, a group of
citizens published rules for a Home Garden Competition open to all students of the Roland School. Silver
medals were awarded as prizes in the fall, along with
a good scolding, to all the parents, for their lack of
interest. They were urged to support the competition
the following year.
Working for the Extension Service, Mr. Edgar
Jones and Dr. W. 1. Black from the Department of
Agriculture decided to promote boys' and girls' clubs
across the province. In April, 1913, they contacted
six regions, Roland was one of these. Mr. Jones had
come from Roland and was a former winner in agricultural competitions. This gave Roland the distinction of having helped to start the 4-H movement in
Canada.
Competition and education are the essence of
4-H. The boys and girls, ages ten to sixteen, were
given one of the following:
(1) a setting of eggs from a good laying flock;
(2) good seed potatoes of a named variety;
(3) 300 kernels of the best three varieties of fodder corn available.
The club members were to grow the produce and
care for it until fall. They were required to bring it to
the fall fair, here it was judged by a respresentative
from the Department of Agriculture. Cash prizes
were awarded.
The first year there were one hundred and six
members, and the following year, one hundred and
ninety-two. In all of Manitoba the total was four
hundred and seventy-two. That was just the beginning! The first clubs, grain and poultry, were soon
expanded to include swine and beef calf clubs.
Garden, dairy, pony, sewing and cooking clubs soon
followed. As the clubs grew to include urban youth,
handicrafts such as ceramics, woodwork, and gun
clubs were added.
In the beginning, the organization started

Sidney Beef Calf Club Marching at MacGregor in 1968.

through the schools. That soon changed when local
residents were asked to serve as leaders and lend their
expertise to the various projects. The young people
were to be responsible for their project; doing all the
work themselves. They were enthusiastic supporters.
The motto of 4-H was "Learn to do by doing"; and it
certainly worked.
The movement grew and spread. In 1952 it became known as 4-H. Canadian clubs, and 4-H members throughout the world continued to pledge head,
heart, hands, and health to the greater service of their
clubs, communities and countries.
In Manitoba some awards for outstanding work
were trips to the Toronto Royal Winter Fair, Red
River Exhibition, Brandon Winter Fair and Summer
Exhibition. Also camping experiences and exchange
trips to other provinces and the U. S. A. were offered.
By the sixties, there were thousands of 4-H members marching in club uniforms in connection with
major fairs. These were known as 4-H rallies. These
rallies held inter-club competitions in judging, dem-

The Sidney Calf Club in 1956.
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onstrations, marching and displays. The home economics clubs competed in dress reviews and bakeoffs. Handicraft clubs had their work judged and on
display. Competition was very keen. Each member
did his best to win points for his club.
4-H members were encouraged to conduct their
meetings in parliamentary fashion; a skill that would
be useful to them all their lives. They learned to keep
proper minutes and financial books. Each child was
made to feel important because he was judged on his
achievement. Each improvement, no matter how
small, was recognized as a gain. Young people with a
4-H background were a credit where ever they happened to live.
4-H came to Arizona in 1947. Ernie Bagnall
remarked around MacGregor that he wished there
was a 4-H Calf Club for his boys to join. Ed Chant
overheard him, and sent the acting agricultural representative, Ray DePape, from Portage la Prairie to
Arizona to organize a Calf Club. The first meeting
was held in the elevator office in Sidney. Dave Smith
was chosen as leader with Ernie Bagnall, assistant. A
club with members from Arizona, Sidney, and Aus-

eventually showed at MacGregor rather than Carberry. The members attended the 4-H rallies at Portage
la Prairie. They had two Grand Champions when
Philip Stephenson won at Carberry the first year and
Herb Bagnall won at MacGregor later.
The club entered a new era when Gil Bagnall,
Bryden De' Athe and Cliff Hawkins became leaders.
Under these men, the Calf Club grew to as many as
eighteen members. They were from Sidney, Arizona
and Pratt. In 1965, Sidney Beef Club had the distinction of winning both Grand Champion and Reserve
Grand Champion at the MacGregor fair. Sidney club
was competing against five other clubs. Quite often,
the club came home from the fair with more than half
of the prizes awarded to the 4-H clubs.
In 1968, Sidney Club took six calves to the 4-H
competition at the Red River Exhibition in Winnipeg. A calf shown by Doug De' Athe won from a
class of seventy calves and brought honours to the
Sidney Club. The members entered public speaking
competitions and won many red ribbons for their
efforts. Boys and girls competed in demostration
contests at the Portage Rally and Carberry Fair with
good results. Bev De' Athe and Dianne Bagnall won
a trip to Winnipeg for their demonstration - '~Freeze
with Ease".
Several members from Arizona were chosen for
4-H exchange trips Douglas De'Athe to Michigan,
U.S.A.; Cheryl Hudson to Wisconsin, U.S.A.; Beverley De'Athe to Minnesota, U.S.A.; Dianne Bagnall to Minnesota, U.S.A.; and Herb Bagnall to the
Minnesota State Fair, U.S.A.
Gold watch winners for showmanship in the Calf
Club were Dianne Hawkins, Douglas De' Athe, Alvin Hickey and Beverly De' Athe.
Those having camp experiences were Lynn Blair,
Brian Early, Cheryl Hudson, Elsie McIntyre, Beverley De' Athe, Helen Bagnall, Dennis Early, Barry
Hudson, Allan McDonald, Murray McIntyre, Dianne Bagnall, and Douglas De' Athe.
There were Leadership Conference award trips to
Brandon and Winnipeg. Members going from Arizona were Cheryl Hudson, Barry Hudson, Allan
McDonald, Douglas De'Athe, Robin Bagnall, and
Evangeline Penner.
Five and ten year certificates were awarded to
several members. A number of leaders also received
five, ten, fifteen, and even twenty year certificates.
Their dedication was an inspiration to young people
they worked with.
Arizona boys and girls also belonged to garden,
pony, sewing, and dairy clubs as well as the beef calf
club.
Some of the leaders from the district for sewing
and gardening were Marjorie McIntyre, Emma Hud-

Doug De'Athe with his Grand Champion at the Red River
Exhibition in 1968.

tin was formed under the name of "Sidney 4-H Calf
Club". Albert Surminsky from Arizona, Philip Stephenson, Ron Calvert, Harold and Henry Calvert all
from Sidney area were members of the club. The
calves were shown at the fat stock show held at
Carberry Fair. This club ran for two years, became
dormant and then was revived when Vern McNair
became agricultural representative at Carberry. Ernie
Bagnall again was chosen leader. Later, Ernie resigned and Bob Owens took his place. The club
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son, and Edith Peck. Bill Bickford was a leader of the
pony club.
4-H was very popular for a few years but the
young people grew up and some went away. They
went for further education or to work. A number of
them had been in 4-H for nine or ten years. It was
truly a wonderful outlet for their energy and added an
important dimension to their education. This was
especially true in the smaller clubs where everyone
was needed. Each member had a job. The shy children received some experience speaking in public,
even if it was only at the regular meetings. This was
not always possible in the large clubs.
In 1972 the leadership of the Sidney Beef Club
went to Bert Lintott of Sidney. Garden clubs did not
seem popular any more. Perhaps the new system of
busing children to the town schools left little time for
other activities. What ever the cause, 4-H has not
been active in Arizona for a number of years, although it is active in other regions.
Many parents and young people have remarked
that the years of their involvement with 4-H were the
best of their lives. The friendly rivalry and the social
times were what made 4-H so enjoyable and worthwhile. Hopefully, some time in the future, it will be
active again in our community.

George Mack cutting on his horse, Brilliant Arrow.

objective was to promote the Quarter Horse breed in
Manitoba. Many interested people from all over
Manitoba attended and Mr. Bill Bickford was elected
the Association's first president, and Lloyd Willis as
vice president.
Many Gymkhana's (or Horse Shows) and Cutting
Competitions were held in this area, mainly because
not many of the associations members had the facilities, and the cattle available, that could be provided
by Bill Bickford and Lloyd Willis at that time. The
Manitoba Girls Barrel Racing Association used these
facilities for their" Spring Start-Ups" , and many of
the early trail rides in this area, originated from the
Willis farm.
The Manitoba Cutting Horse Association flourished, became affiliated with the Canadian Cutting
Horse Association and performed, competed, and
sponsored many clinics throughout the province.
Bill Bickford, Lloyd Willis, Judy Mack, George
Mack and Campbell Makinson were among the campaigners from this area. Judy Mack competed at the
International Horse Show held in the Winnipeg
Arena in 1971. Her horse won the Provincial Championship in 1972 (for the Registered Cutting Horse
with the most points.) Campbell Makinson competed
on his cutting horse at the Toronto Royal in 1977.
This local horse, "Cutter Buck", was Manitoba
Champion three years in a row.
Probably the highlight for the Association was
when its members were asked to put on a cutting
demonstration before the Royal Family at Swan
River, Manitoba iri 1970, as part of Manitoba's Centennial Celebrations. The performance was excellent. The Royal Family left their seats in the stands,
filed down in front of the cutters, patted the horses,
and congratulated all the performers personalli
A C.B.C. National Television Program filmed at
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Bill Bickford, in 1965, was

International Agricultural Exchange
Association
Claire DeAthe
In 1972 Bill Carritt journeyed to Sweden and
Australia under the LA.E.A. program. He spent six
months in each country. His brother Ken visited
Denmark and Tazmania, Australia, with an LA.E.A.
tour which lasted from April, 1976 to April, 1977.
After hearing of Bill and Ken's experiences, it was
not surprising that their sister, Joan, joined LA.E.A.
and spent six months in New Zealand from November 1977 to April 1978.
Charlie and Anne Carritt were an LA.E.A. host
family for three years. Their trainees were Jan Montefiore of Western Australia, Anne-Grethe Nilausen
of Denmark, and Jenny Christiansen of Sweden.
Doug and Claire De' Athe participated in the
LA.E.A. host family program from 1977 to 1980.
The agricultural trainees who stayed with them were
Anne-Christine Andersson of Sweden, Kicki
Sjoblom of Sweden, Anette Christianson of Denmark and Christine Gregg of Australia.

The Manitoba Cutting Horse Association
and C.B.C. National Television in Arizona
by Judy Mack
The Manitoba Cutting Horse Association held its
inaugeral meeting in the spring of 1962, at the home
of Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Willis. This association's
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also a plus for the Manitoba Cutting Horse Association. It was called Red River Jamboree, a half hour of
country music and square dancing. The show was
hosted by Mr. Reg. Gibson. Reg. was not only a
country and western singing celebrity, he had recently become a member of the Manitoba Cutting
Horse Association, had purchased a champion cutting horse from out of province and had done some
competing both in this area and others throughout
Manitoba. This particular area was chosen for the
filming of this television show because of the facilities that were available for working cattle, and also
because of its beautiful landscape, of rolling hills and
trees, perfect for any country and western film setting.
On arriving, the C.B.C. celebrities and the technical crew were treated to a home cooked meal at the
Arizona Hall, compliments of the Arizona Ladies.
Filming got underway at the Bickford farm, starting
with a welcome to the national television viewers by
Bill Bickford, followed by a small round-up, a cutting demonstration done by the members of the Manitoba Cutting Horse Association, and narrated by
Lloyd Willis, songs by Reg. Gibson and Peggy Nevil, square dancing. The sequence was concluded
under the spruce trees with a campfire scene, complete with a chuck wagon, and some old cowboy
songs.
The cast was served lunch once more by the
Arizona Women's Organization at the Bickford
farm.
C.B.C. Television crews took advantage of our
landscape again a few years later, when an advertisement for Labatts' Brewery was filmed in the hills just
south of the Bickford yard.

Mrs. Maud Benton with her driving horse.

following the trail of blazed trees. Later he brought
his family in.
Strangers who come to Arizona, frequently ask
how the place received its name. It is said that James
Williamson and Donald McKinnon came to the district looking for land. When Mr. Williamson returned
to Pleasant Point, he reported jokingly that he had
been to ''Arizona'' and that he had found it to be a
place flowing with milk and honey. At that time,
apparently, the State of Arizona enjoyed a reputation
for being wild and wooly.
The first settlers who came to the district were the
Fred Roseberrys, who homesteaded the farm now
occupied by Pete Surminsky. They came in the spring
of 1883, and stayed until 1905, when they left for
Saskatchewan. John Williams returned in the fall of
1883 and homesteaded on the land opposite the farm
at present owned by D. Beswitherick. Mr. Williams'
son William homesteaded the quarter on the side of
the road from C. K. McIntyre's, now owned by A.
Beswitherick. He later joined the North West
Mounted Police.
Mr. Williams' other son John, Jr., homesteaded
the farm at present owned by Cliff Hawkins. Mr.
Williams' son George had the distinction of being the
first white child born in the district. He came into the
world in November, 1884. Mr. Williams' daughter
later married John Wells, and this constituted the first
wedding in the district.
Mr. Williams died on August 8, 1888. He had
gone to North Dakota to fetch home a son who was
suffering from typhoid fever, but unfortunately he
contracted the disease, and although his son got
better, he died. He was buried in Carberry.
Until the winter of 1884, the settlement consisted
of Bells, Wesley Down, James and Alf Cann, John
McIntyre, who had come in 1883, and Thomas
Paisley. James Cann lived on the farm now occupied
by Bob Stephenson, and Alf Cann lived in the white
house on the corner, north of Sharpley's. John

Maud Benton's Memories
Mrs. Maud Benton wrote her recollections of
how Arizona was settled. They were published in the
"MacGregor Herald" May 3, 1962. We present it
here with permission from the editor of the "MacGregor Herald" .
Dan Tidsbury and James Routley were noted for
their hunting proclivities, and while on an expedition
looking for jumping deer saw that the land in this
neighborhood was good for agricultural purposes.
Mr. Tidsbury was married to a daughter of John
Williams. He told Mr. Williams of his find, and Mr.
Williams and his two sons shortly entered for homesteads.
Mr. Routley also returned subsequently and
homesteded the farm now worked by Archie Beswitherick, Mrs. Beswitherick, was a granddaughter
of Mr. Routley's. For two summers Mr. Routley
bunked on his homestead, reaching it in each case by
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will proceed to relate some of their activities. The
school district was formed in the fall of 1885 and the
ratepayers met at the residence of Mr. McDougall to
elect trustees, and to arrange for the opening of the
school. The meeting consisted mainly of bachelors,
who (it speaks well for their far-sightedness and
public spiritedness) all agreed to the erection of a
schoolhouse.
Each of those present at the meeting agreed to get
out three tamarack logs to go towards building the
school. When the building was finally erected and
equipped at a cost of four hundred dollars, the teacher
was chosen, who was Miss Sadie Wright of Carberry.
Further, at the preliminary meeting, it was agreed that
when the schoolhouse was not in use for school
purposes, it should be available for religious services.
Even before the school was erected, Rev. 1. W.
Bell, Methodist, had held services at the home of Mr.
Roseberry every Wednesday night. Mr. Bell used to
walk from Carberry, and he carried his gun with him,
so that he could shoot ducks and chicken if the
opportunity was afforded. Mr. Simmons followed
Mr. Bell and began the first Sunday services. Mrs.
Elliot was the first organist for the church services.
The first Church of England service was held in
the home ofG. H. North, July 12,1891 with Rev. Mr.
Sykes officiating.
One feature of the religious life of the early settlers was the cottage prayer-meetings which were
regularly held. When the meetings were at
Williams' , Mr. Routley would walk over to lead the
meetings (a distance of four miles) no matter what the
nature of the weather.
The first secretary for the school district was Alf
Cann. The first member of the Municipal Council
was Jas. Cann. John Williams, Sr., was later a member of the council, until the time of his death. Mr.
Williams used to walk to MacGregor to council
meetings.
The first Sunday school was organized in the
spring of 1888 with Mr. Down appointed as superintendent, which office he held and enjoyed for eleven
years. Miss Emma Cann and Miss Maude Elliot
(Mrs. Harry Benton) took a leading part in the singing. Thos. Bell was the first Bible Class teacher, and
John McDougall was the first Sunday school secretary.
The first Arizona picnic was held on June 28,
1889 at what was then known as Paisley'S Lake. It is
now nothing but a slough. The road going south from
John Moffat's passes over it. The first concert was
held in January, 1889. There were no instruments at
this affair. The first Anglican entertainment was held
in Mr. Cooper's house. Mrs. A. H. McIntyre took her

Williams, Jr. had married Ellie Routley at Pleasant
Point. Ellie had come to Arizona previous to her
marriage, and was the first white woman to come to
the district.
In 1886, Mr. and Mrs. G. H. North, and Mr. and
Mrs. A. Sharpley arrived from England. Sharpleys
returned to England after staying one year. Ed Probert and A. H. McIntyre also came in this year. In the
summer of 1887, Miss Ebbles arrived and married T.
A. North on October 7, 1887. In 1888 Mrs. A. H.
McIntyre joined her husband. They lived with Alf
Cann for two years before they homesteaded.
In 1888 there came also some of the Duntons
(Mr. Dunton, Sr., and James), also the Harleys, Kit
Parkinson, a brother of Mrs. Thomas Stephenson,
came in 1888, and rest of the family in the following
year. The Parkinsons lived on the hill just across the
road from the old Anderson farm, on land now
owned by E. Bagnall.
The Parkinsons for a number of years kept the
post office in the kitchen of their sod roofed shack.
Some of the present inhabitants will recall their
childish prank of loving to play on the roof of the post
office - when the Parkinsons were away. The Parkinsons also carried the mail twice a week to and
from Sidney.
In 1889 Harry Peck came. He worked for a year at
Pleasant Point, and the following year he worked for
Nick McDougall, then he put up his shack and went
back to Ontario for his bride. Alf Michie and his
brother also came out in this year, and the Sharpleys
returned from England. With the Sharpleys came Mr.
and Mrs. Cowley, and Mr. Langley. Horace Willis
came out in 1889. Mrs. Cowley died in 1893, and her
interment was the first in the Sidney cemetery.
Mr. Benney too came in 1889, and lived on the
farm now owned by Mrs. M. Benton. In this year
Thomas Paisely married Miss Dunton. They lived
south of Robert Bells on land owned at present by
Roy Kilfoyle. On November 5, 1889, Mr.
McDougall's eldest daughter Flora married Charles
Andrews, and moved from the district. In 1890 the
parents of the Cann brothers came, and with them
Miss Emma Cann (Mrs. Norman Ham).
In the spring of 1891, Mr. and Mrs. Zachary
settled on the farm now occupied by Peter Dyck. The
Elliots came in 1891, and the rest of the Dunton
family. On December 1, 1891 Ed. Probert and Miss
Cooper were married. Miss Cooper had arrived the
preceding February. Miss Cooper was a sister to
Harry Cooper who had come to Arizona in 1889 from
Wawanesa. In 1893 the rest of the McIntyre family
arrived. With this year, the first stage of Arizona's
history may be regarded as complete.
Having given a sketch of the early settlers, we
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organ; there was a splendid program, and the receipts
amounted to twelve dollars.
From 1886 to 1891, numerous surprise parties
were held at the homes of different settlers. It is
reported that frequently the crowd would gather at a
certain place without having a very clear idea where
they were going to have the party. They would simply
go, and when they thought they had travelled far
enough, they would stop at one of the houses and
have their fun.
These parties, called Hooligans, were helped
along by the original Arizona orchestra, which consisted in those days of a milk pan, a tin whistle, and a
cornet. It was very much in demand.
The first election that affected the community
was held on March 5, 1889. The first provincial
election was in 1892. This was the first time that there
was a polling booth in Arizona district. Mr. Lyons of
Carberry, was elected member.
The first threshing in the district was done by a
horse power machine owned by John Williams, Jr.
The first steam outfit was brought in from Portage,
and was owned by a Mr. Brooks. To the consternation
of the ladies, the machine broke down, and Mr.
Brooks announced that it would be necessary to go to
Portage for repairs.
That meant that the ladies would have to make up
beds for the extra men for days. Fortunately, Mr.
Sharpley came to the rescue. He had some tools from
England, and he was able to repair the machine,
earning, thereby, the eternal gratitude of the female
portion of the community.
The pioneer life was a wholesome healthy life,
but it was not without its drawbacks, and the ladies in
particular had to endure many inconveniences. In
those days the Indians were somewhat of a worry to
the settlers. They went about the country digging
snake root, and frequently camped quite close to the
houses. Sometimes in the absence of the settlers,
they would enter the houses, and help themselves to
articles which they fancied.
Mrs. Jack Williams tells of one occasion when
the men folk were away, and the Indians came to her
house. She fastened the doors, and drew down the
window shades. After some time, desiring to know
whether the Indians had left, she peeked through the
key-hole. To her surprise, and terror, her gaze met
that of a big burly Indian on the other side of the door
who was trying to look in. It was some time further
before Mrs. Williams again had courage to look, but
this time the Indian had really gone.
Mrs. Elliot used not only to fasten the doors in the
ordinary way, but to lean the axe against it as an
additional precaution against the Indians.
Perhaps the Indians had a worse reputation than

they deserved. Many of them undoubtedly were honest, and were glad to make a trade. They would make
kitchen utensils out of trees, and endeavour to exchange them for meat and other farm produce.
At times the life must have been rather lonesome
for the women folk. Mrs. Harry Peck tells of being
anxious on one occasion when her husband did not
return home as soon as she expected him. She was
afraid that he must be lost in the woods. She set out
with the dog in search of him, and soon she realized
that she was lost. However, she tied her apron to the
dog and sent him home. Mr. Peck had returned in the
meantime. When he saw the dog, he knew what had
happened, and went with a lantern in search of his
wife. Apparently he found her.
Mrs. Peck tells us that she got tired of seeing
nothing but men around her, and one day when she
saw a stranger approaching in the absence of her
husband, she determined that she would not let him
in. She curtly informed the stranger that her husband
was not home, and she closed the door. It turned out,
however, that the visitor was her husband's brother
William. On receiving explanations from him, she
was more cordial.
There was a fine spirit of comradeship among the
settlers. They were always ready to be of any possible
service to each other. They were ready to lend anything that they possessed: bedding, dishes, tools,
implements, etc. But ready money was scarce.
Mrs. A. H. McIntyre tells of being very anxious
to write a letter home on one occasion as she had not
heard from her folks for some time. She had no
money and no postage stamps. But her husband's
brother had left an old trunk with her, and he had said
that she might have it if she would dispose of its
contents. In turning out the contents, preparatory to
destroying them, she found some unused postage
stamps. She declares that a hundred dollars today
could not mean any more to her than did those
postage stamps then.
It may be interesting to quote some of the prices
received for produce in those days. Oats sold from
ten to sixteen cents per bushel; butter 7 cents per
pound (l¢ cheaper anywhere but Carberry): eggs 6¢
a dozen; wheat from 30¢ to 35¢ per bushel.
Frequently the men would drive to Carberry with
their wheat, and were able to pay livery for their
horses, but could not afford to buy dinner for themselves, and had to return to Arizona without a bite to
eat.
Usually all the money from the wheat was exhausted in paying back bills. In fact it is said that the
creditors would be waiting for the farmers as they
came into town, to make sure they did not get away
without paying something on their debts.
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It is good for the soul to remember such things
today. Yet with all their hardships and difficulties, the
pioneers lived a happy life together, and spent little
time complaining.
Mrs. Benton also tells us that she came to Arizona with her parents at the age of nine in 1891. Mr.
and Mrs. Wm. Elliott and their family of five settled
across the road from the farm now occupied by
Archie Beswitherick. Mr. Elliott helped to lay the
railroad, a branch of the C.N.R. which runs through
Rossendale, Lavenham, and Pratt.
Mrs. Benton also remembers the Purkess family
moving in from Lake Manitoba. Their family and
belongings were all in a covered wagon drawn by a
team of oxen. They were caught in a storm and had to
take shelter in a vacant shack. Neighbors helped
them out with food, etc. for their family and later
they settled in the Southfield district.

cattle track, told us to follow that till we came to a
creek (possibly the old Moose Lake road) where we
would find a wagon track. All went well and we came
presently to a tiny shanty and log stable, standing in a
small clearing of a few acres. That was Nick McDougal's (now McPherson's) but he was not living there
then, but lived in a log house at his father's, old Mr.
Duncan McDougal's near the Arizona log school
house which we came to in due course. But first we
passed another log shanty and saw old Mr. McIntyre
standing at the door of his log stable (on east side of
road on knoll). We went in and enquired the way to
Bells' and while talking to him, saw a man walking
down the wagon track we had just left, and Mr.
McIntyre said it was Mr. Sharpley, just back from a
trip to England, after previously being out here the
year before.
We arrived at Thomas Bell's for dinner. The
house was log, thatched with straw, daylight showing
through the thatch in places. Half the building was
floored overhead for a bedroom, and Mary Bell
brought in a ladder at night to retire there. The
weather was warm and sunny, and a very dry summer
followed and a very light crop.
There were few settlers then and no one between
us and Cuthbert's (George Hay's now). No one had
been to Austin except by Sidney (or Moose Lake) or
by the east end road, past Zachary's and North's.
We lived chiefly on prairie chickens and pancakes and porridge, but it was a glorious country for
a young man. I broke up 3f4 section mostly with a
light plow and sowed by hand. We sawed our wood
with a bucksaw till we got a horse power.
There was no church, but Professor Robertson of
Manitoba College, came in one day and called a
meeting. He said he was surprised to find a settlement in there back of the sandhills and wanted to start
Presbyterian Services at Arizona. He sent a namesake, Robertson, a young student for the summer,
who stayed at Paisleys' , I think, he rode horseback, in
overalls, taking them off in the school yard, before
the service. He used to visit a lot around, and was a
nice active young man.
There were no roads qround our place then, so the
road to Arizona went through Stephenson's farm
which belonged to Jim Cann and to Sidney we went
through Bob Bell's and McIntyre's (now Nesbitt's).
I have carried half a bushel of potatoes from
Arizona on my shoulders, as our crop was no good in
1889.
The first two years we got a threshing machine
from Austin (Kennedy's outfit), a steamer which
burned wood. There were about ten in the gang and
they slept on the floor in our shanty, in pretty cold
weather. They used to go home week ends and often

A Letter to Sarah
THIS is a letter written to Sarah Stephenson by Mr.
Alfred Michie from 497 Stiles St., Winnipeg, Manitoba, March 10th, 1952.
I cannot go much further back than 1888, as that
was when my brother Harry came and stayed the
winter with Tom Paisley (who lived behind the Bell
place) and old Mr. Bell, (Bob Bell's father) having
come from Burnside where he worked all the summer of 1888, for Tom Paisley's brother, Hector. It was
that year also that Frank Parkinson broke 110 acres on
23-10-12 (Harry 1. Peck's place). In the spring of
1889, my brother Harry bought the above half section from Frank Parkinson, and my father sent me out
to help run the farm. I was fifteen years old and had
just left school in England, near London. I arrived on
April Fool's Day (April!) at Sidney on Sunday morning at 4:00 a.m., after spending Saturday in Winnipeg, which was then so small, that we walked right
through it and wondered where the town was. There
was not a single building north of the C.P.R. Station.
We saw a white log house in the distance and started
to walk to it. It was a farm building, I think, about a
mile away, but I and my friend (who came across the
big pond with me) never got there, as we got stuck in
the thick clay (real blue clay) and made our way the
best we could back to the depot.
On our arrival at Sidney, old Mr. MacElrea, who
was station agent, brought two planks into the waiting room, and laid them on the arms of the seats for a
bed. Early Sunday morning, Jim Paisley (later he
lived on farm SW 14-10-12) sent over Dick Davis
from the Section House and invited us to breakfast
after which he took us over to about where the
Methodist Church now stands and, pointing to a
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came back half seas over (if you know what I mean).
They would wake us up in the middle of the night,
shouting and singing at the top of their voices.
Prairie fires and mosquitoes were our worst trouble, no fireguards and no mosquito netting, nothing
but bush and muskeg. We had all our buildings burnt

in 1890, but of course they were all log then. We had
all our furniture for a new house and a new fanning
mill, burnt, along with the first sheaf stack I ever
built myself. The fire jumped the fire guard where we
had been drawing straw in the winter (while we were
watching other sides).
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Veterans of Arizona and Surrounding
Districts

Harry Elliott - Army
Hugh Gray - Army
Ronald Handyside
Russel Hay - Army
James Hodgins
Albert King - RCI
Stanley King - RCI
John Lauder - 1st CMR (killed in action)
Robert Lauder - 1st CMR
Jack Lee - (W.W.I. Army)
(W.W.II. Veteran's Guard of Canada)
Duncan MacGregor
Alfred Neale - R. W.R. 5th Battalion
Albert North
Jack Parry - Army (killed in action)
Harry Peck
Thomas Peck
William Purkess - Second Machine Gun Battalion
Frank Roseberry (killed in action)
Joe Sexton - (killed in action)
Christopher Stephenson - Army
William Stephenson
World War n (1939-1945)
Ernest Anderson - RCAF
William Baker - Army
Frank Beswitherick - RCA
Cyril Bickford - Regina Rifles (died of wounds)
Keith Bickford - RCAF
Albert Blair - RCASC

Reil Rebellion
Robert Bell
Edward Probert (Civilian Transport Driver)
Boer War
Benjamin Arnold
William Lauder Sr.
Percy Switzer
World War 1(1914-1918)
Arthur Adlard - Army
Arthur Allwood - Army (killed in action)
Charles Badley - Army
William Badley - Army
Ernest Beswitherick - Army
Thomas Beswitherick - Army
James Blair - Army
Harvey Brennan - Army
James Buchanan - Army
George Burton
Arnold Cathcart - University Battalion
Simeon Cheney - Army
Ernest Creasy - RWR 8th Battalion
Arthur Down - Army (killed in action)
Frank Down - Army (killed in action)
James Down - Army
Orson Dunton - Army
George Edgar - Army (killed in action)
William Edkins - Army
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Gordon Blair - RCA
Walter Bodnarchuk - South Saskatchewan Regiment
Jack Borley - RCAF
Percy Boughton - RCE
Robert Creasy - RCAC RCI
Wilbert Creasy - 18 REGGE 17th Duke of York
Maurice De' Athe - RCASC
William Durward - RCA
George Fenton - RCA
Henry Fenton - RCE
Robert Finley - Army
Fred Green - Army
John Green - PPCLI (died of wounds)
Roy Hall - 18th RCCE Manitoba Dragoons
Alan Harburn - RCN
Cliff Hawkins - Army - Carleton - York
Duncan Hay - M.P.
Robert Hay - M.P.
Stanley Head - RCA
George Hyde - RCASC
Thomas Hyde - Fort Garry Horse RCA
William Ireland - RCE
Alan Jarvis - Sgt. Army
Robert Johnston - Sgt. Cameron Highlanders
(killed in action)
Vernon Johnston - P.P.C.L.I. and Black Watch
Edward Kilfoyle - RC Regina Rifles
Harold Kilfoyle - RC Regina Rifles

Lawrence Kilfoyle - Cameron Highlanders
Evelyn King - Medical Corps.
Leonard King - RCA
Elsie Kneeshaw - RCAFWD
Howard W. Kneeshaw - RCEME
Douglas MacGregor - RCASC
Elsie MacGregor RCN W.D.
George MacGregor - Seaforth Highlanders
Keith MacGregor - RCAF
Stanley MacGregor - PPCLI
Fred Marnoch - RCE
Archie Mcintyre - RCN
John Mcintyre - Cpl. RCA Instructor
John McMillan
James Menzies - RCAF (killed in action)
Stanley Mikall - RCN
Thomas Nesbitt - Army
Robert Owens - RCN
Clifford Prout - RCAF
F. Reginald Purkess - Cpl. PPCLI
Ken Roberts - RCN
Lyle Ruth - Flight Sgt. RCAF
Robert Ruth - RCAF First class warrant officer
Warren Ruth - RCAF
John Stephenson - RCN
Edward Strain - RCWR
Frank Watson - RCAF
Lloyd Willis - RCAF
Bill Younie - RCAF (killed in action)
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Family

· tories

The James Anderson Family

the homes of their family. Mable Beam has in her
possession some fine clear glassware. Ernest has
some cranberry glass, fine china, colored enamelware and some of his parents' furniture. Elwin has
the fine old mantle clock which James and Mabel
Mae received as a wedding present.

by Anne Carritt with information from the
family
James Anderson came to Manitoba from Huron
County, Ontario. With him came a brother and a
sister. The brother perished in a blizzard near MacGregor and his sister married and lived at Ninga. In
1902, James married Mable Mae, daughter of Harry
Anderson of Firdale. Harry Anderson was a tinsmith, and it was he who built a house in the district
which was known as the "Tin House". The hill on
which it was located is still known as "The Tin House
Hill" . James and Mable homesteaded and built a log
house on NE 23-11-13 in the Firdale district, now
owned by John Poole. In 1910, they moved to the SE
16-10-12, on which stood the Arizona school. They
brought with them cast iron cooking pots, broad
axes, and other settlers equipment. They donated a
piece of their land to the Community for hall
grounds, as originally the hall was built on the road
allowance.
They raised six children. Millicent was born in
1903. She married Relton Thompson of Winnipeg.
Mable, born in 1906, married Norman Beam. They
have one daughter Lenore, and they live in Portage.
Ernest, born in 1908, married Melrose Gamble. They
have two children Allana and Brian, and they live
west of Carberry. Elwin, born in 1911, married Margaret Burton. They have three children Jim, Eddy
and Beverly and they live in Brandon. Lewis born in
1916, married Alice Brown of Crawford Park. They
have three children, Bob, Betty and Garry. They live
in Quesnel, B.C. Fern, born in 1919, married Bill
Paycheck of Winnipeg. They had twelve children,
Johnny (who was killed this year), Lewis, Micheal,
Robert, Fred, Morley, Gary, Jean, June, Fern, Marian and Irene.
Mr. and Mrs. Anderson retired to Portage la
Prairie in 1937 and later moved to Firdale. James died
in 1940 and Mable Mae in 1953.
Many of the wedding gifts received by James and
Mae, as well as some of their furniture, remains in

Atkey
by Marilyn Atkey
Larry Atkey came from Edmonton, Alberta. He,
his wife Marilyn (nee Hammond, of the Rose Hill
district) and their three children, Terra Dawn, Kevin,
and Dana, came to Arizona in 1971, and rented the
Bickford house on N. W. 35-9-12. While they were
there, Larry was employed at mines in Leaf Rapids,
Man., and Marilyn was our Fuller Brush dealer. A
son, Derek, was born to them there. They left Arizona in 1973 to operate the Bagot Transfer.
Marilyn and the children moved to Sidney in
1977, and now operate the Hickory Hollow Hobby
Farms, east of town. They are members of Manitoba
Farm Vacations Association and host school tours,
and trail rides. On their farm is room for campers and
the children can enjoy farm birds and animals.

The Atkey Family. Standing at back is Tara Dawn. Seated:
Derek. Marilyn. Mrs. Ethyl Poyser and Dana.
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William Badley

er". While there, she met and married Ernest Dee.
They had three children: Joan, Diane and Charles.
Winnie now lives in Birch Island, B.C. Dorothy
married George Carmichael of Arizona. They had
four children: June, Alma, Bill and Barbara. Dolly
lives in B.C. Stella married Hugh Gibson and they
adopted two children, Lynne and David. William
married Doris Mercer of Winnipeg. They had two
children, Elizabeth and William. Mae married Ernie
Mobberly of Winnipeg. They had one daughter, Susan.
After Mr. Badley retired he lived with different
members of his family until his death in 1945. He was
buried in Sidney Cemetery beside Christina.

by Anne Carritt
John William Badley was born on his father's
farm in Lincolnshire, England. He worked at
Birkenhead as a railway man. In 1907, he immigrated
to Canada with his wife Christina, their children, and
Christina's brother, Jim McMahon. Another daughter Mae, was born in Canada. Christina died shortly
after Mae's birth, so a neighbor, Mrs. McIntyre took
baby Mae, and raised her as her own for three years.
On first arriving in Canada, they stayed with the
Joe Carritt family, as Mrs. Carritt was Mr. Badley's
sister. Mr. Badley later built a log house on SE
21-10-12. This farm, he occupied, until after the
death of his wife. He then moved to Sidney, and
worked as foreman of the Sidney Brick Yard. He
married again to Mrs. Isobel Hurst. She was well
known in the district as a nurse and midwife. She
brought with her, her daughter Mollie.
In 1914, when the first world war started, the
brick yard was closed, and Mr. Badley and family
moved to Winnipeg. He worked as a checker on the
C.N.R. until he retired. The second Mrs. Badley
died in Winnipeg.
William and Christina had seven children. Their
first son, Charles, married Buelah McIntyre. They
had one daughter, Dorothy, known as Dolly. She
married Bill Sylvester of Sidney, their daughter Gail
is Mrs. Ed Wiebe of Carberry. After Buelah's death,
Charles married Ada Mercer. They had one son,
Arthur. Christina ("Sis") married Frank Pions of
Kentucky, U.S.A. They had one son, Frank. Winnifred was employed by the Dradge family of Sidney,
and when Mr. and Mrs. Dradge moved to Kamloops
B.C., Winnie went with them as a "Mother's help-

The Bagnalls
by Bessie Bagnall
When Fred Bagnall steamed through Manitoba
en route to Saskatchewan in 1885 or 86, he wouldn't
have thought that he and two-thirds of his descendents w,ould be connected with a district called
Arizona. He proved up on a homestead near Saltcoats, Saskatchewan. He was joined there by his
father, Arthur, two younger brothers, Herbert and
Percy and a sister Kate from Manchester, England.
His step-mother and half-sister remained in England.
Adverse weather conditions gave the family severe
setbacks. They sold their possessions and gave the
proceeds to their sister Kate. With the money, Kate
and Percy established themselves in British Columbia. Kate married a man whose surname was Max-

The William Badley family before 1906. Back Row: Left to
Right: Bill and Mr. Badley. Middle Row: Christina, Mrs. Badley
and Charlie. Front Row: Dolly, Stella and Winnie.

Bessie and Ernest Bagnall.
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Christina married John McIntyre, and went to
Bersford Lake, Manitoba. They lived in Arizona for
a short time. They had four girls: Louise, Stella,
Hazel, and Rosemary, and a son Dale, who died in
July 1980.
Ernest and Elizabeth moved from the Raynor
place to the William Brown place, N.W. 9-10-12 in
1944. They had two sons, Robin Gilbert, born in
1940, and Herbert Ernest in 1941 and two girls Helen
Marie born in 1952 and Dianne Elizabeth in 1954.
Ernest served as chairman on the school board, as
a 4-H leader, and did volunteer work for his church
and community, besides his farm work. He sold the
farm to his second son Herbert in 1980, but continues
to live there. Elizabeth was a member of the local
women's group, and was serving on the school board
when it closed.
Robin was educated at Arizona school and
Sidney Collegiate. While growing up, he was a member of the 4H beef club. He attended a seminar in
Winnipeg, participated in a showmanship camp at
the Brandon Exhibition. He enjoys baseball, curling
and golfing. He joined the Canadian Air Force at the
age of seventeen. He had basic training at St. John,
Quebec from October 1957 to January 1958 and took
electronics at Clinton, Ontario. Robin was stationed
at Winnipeg, Manitoba, Rockcliffe, Ontario; St.
Hubert, Quebec; North Bay, Ontario and Bagotville,
Quebec. He also was assigned temporary po stings at
Transport Command St. Hubert and Pisa, Italy. After
serving ten years in the Air Force he took grade
twelve at the University of Winnipeg, then obtained a
Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Education at the
University of Manitoba. He worked at a number of
Jobs. After graduation, Robin joined the Manitoba
Government as an economist with the Department of
Mines and Natural Resources. He obtained a Master's Degree while still working. He presently lives in
an apartment on Kenaston Boulevard in Winnipeg.
Herbert, attended Arizona elementary school,
Sidney Collegiate and Austin Collegiate. Herb was
enthusiastic member of the 4-H Beef Club. He had a
Grand Champion at MacGregor show and sale. He
took part in Public speaking, won a trip to Minnesota
State Fair and attended some 4H camps. He also
curled and played baseball. Herbert taught at Elk
Ranch School, worked for the summer on the railroad and then went to normal school in Winnipeg. He
taught at Terrace School in Flin Plon for one year. He
then enrolled at the University of Manitoba in the
Faculty of Agriculture. He did soil surveying during
the summer months and obtained his degree in 1966.
Herb worked for The Toronto Dominion Bank in
Toronto and Winnipeg for a year. He then obtained a
job with Federal Farm Credit Corporation as Ap-

well and had a son and three daughters. Percy
remained single.
Herbert eventually established a cattle ranch and
mixed farm near Stenan, Saskatchewan. He married
Daisy Wilson, daughter of a settler from Iowa,
U.S.A. They were childless.
Their father, Arthur, spent time living with his
two older sons and working for farmers. He died and
was buried at Swan River.
Fred returned to Manitoba. He worked first for
Freeman Rice at Binscarth, and on farms owned by
Speeds and Campbells between Sidney and Austin,
until he acquired a quarter section farm of his own.
He met and married a vivacious sixteen year old
brunette, Edith Burton, who, at age fourteen, had
come to Canada with a group of other young women,
who were sponsored with the idea that they would
settle and make their homes in this country. She
remembered when coming over, the boat being
stopped in the St. Lawrence River by dense fog, and
the beauty of the many islands in the river. Edith
adapted quickly to pioneer life. As well as performing the usual labours of a pioneer farm wife, she
enjoyed gardening.
They had six children: George, Ellen (Nellie),
Ernest, Myrtle, Gilbert and Christina.
Fred died August, 1938 and is buried in the
Sidney cemetery. Edith was an energetic and industrious woman. When widowed, she cared for maternity cases in her home. She died December, 1950.
George went west to Wilkie, Saskatchewan, and
established a transport business. He married a school
teacher Irene Crannage and they had eleven children.
He died in 1968.
Ellen (Nellie) married Owen Jones of the Sight
Hill district. They had three children: Evelyn, Jean
and Raymond. They retired to Austin, leaving Raymond on the farm. Ellen died in June 1981.
Myrtle married Clifton McIntyre who was in
partnership with Ernest Bagnall on the Forbes Ironside farm, SW 5-10-12, in Arizona. They lived on
one of the four corners which were humorously
calied "Pumpkin Center". The partnership was dissolved, and Cliff and Myrtle settled on the Raine
place, S.W. 20-10-12, where they raised their four
children, James, Gilbert, Myrna and Barbara.
Ernest moved to the Bill Raynor farm, N.E.
6-10-12, and bought Isaac Raynor's land in the Victoria municipality. He married Elizabeth (Bessie)
Ward in March 1939.
Gilbert married Ida Brown of Arizona in 1939
and settled on the home farm north east of Sidney.
They raised a family of two, Doreen and Mark. They
retired on the farm when Mark took over. Gilbert
died in October, 1980.
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praisal and Advisory Services officer where he continues to be employed. He has bought the home farm
from his Dad and rents it.

Nicole Leanne was born June 11, 1976 and Amy
Dianne was born October 13, 1978.

Herbert married Evelyn McKenzie, a home economics teacher, in August 1967. They bought a house
in Crestview, Winnipeg. Their children are Anne
Louise, born 1970, Brian, born 1972 and Kevin, born
1977. Evelyn's mother was the former Ruth Calvert
of Pleasant Point and her father Neil McKenzie
farmer at Oberon and later was a storekeeper a~
Melita.

by Judy and Vaugn Jones

Alfred Bain Family
Fred's father, Samuel Bain, a native of Scotland
and Antrim, Ireland and a tailor by trade, immigrated
to Canada sometime in the 1820's, landing at York
(Toronto).
In 1836 at the age of twenty-five he married Jane
Bone, at age twenty, a native of Plymouth, England
and a seamstress apprentice. They lived in York for a
time, then with four sons moved to take up land in
Scott Township. The land was a pine forest, no roads,
just a path through the woods. Here they raised a
family of thirteen of whom John Alfred was the
second youngest.
In 1887, John Alfred, better known as Fred,
married Sarah Jane Moulds at Mount Albert Ontario.
During the next ten years they began their family
with the birth of three girls, Vera, Maud and Nora.
In 1897 they came to the Sidney district from New
Market, Ontario. As times were very hard, Fred rode
a freight train from Ontario. There wasn't any money
to purchase a ticket. Mrs. Bain and the three girls
came a little later by passenger train.
They lived in Sidney for a time, where Fred ran
the livery stable and his wife did sewing and kept
boarders. They then decided to try farming, and
rented the Nick MacDougall farm south of Jackson's
Lake. There, the fourth daughter Vaughan, (Mrs.
David Jones) was born. In a few years they bought the
Younie farm, east of Jackson's Lake. They broke it
with the walking plough. They also had to cut logs to
build some buildings. With the help of the two oldest
girls, Vera, (Mrs. Walter Duncan) and Maud, (Mrs.
William McIntyre) they picked and hauled many of
the stumps away. Soon they could sow a little wheat
enough to take to the mill and get it ground into flour.
The Arizona school was the nearest so the girls drove
a pony and cart.
In 1902 the third girl, Nora took very sick with
diphtheria. She died in October 1903. In 1910, they
moved to Austin where they farmed successfully two
miles east of town until Fred's death in 1928. After
Fred's death the farm was sold and Mrs. Bain, along
with Maud (Mrs. McIntyre) moved to town (Austin).
After Mrs. Bain's death in 1953, Mrs. McIntyre
continued living there until her death in 1975.

Helen, the older daughter, attended school at
Arizona, Austin and MacGregor Collegiates. Helen
belonged to the 4-H beef club and sewing club.
Helen worked one fall on a potatoe digger at Carberry and one winter at the Carnations Foods potato
plant at Carberry. She went for a trip to England were
she visited cousins, her mother's aunts and the place
where her Grandmother Ward had been born. She
then took a course at Success Business College and
worked for Oldfield, Kirby and Gardiner Real Estate. She went to Pasadena, California and enrolled in
Ambassador College; she attended four years before
graduating with a Bachelor of Arts degree. She went
to Isreal and worked eight weeks on a kibbutz. She
became engaged to a fellow student John Laskos of
Athens, Greece and married him in Pasadena in
1977. Helen took some courses pertaining to landscape architecture at Pasadena City College, while
working at Ambassador College and for the Parsons
Company. On February 2nd, 1980 their daughter
Jasmine Dawn was born. Since then Helen has stayed
home to raise their daughter. John works for an electronic company. They are hoping to come to Canada
when Canada Immigration will allow. Presently they
live in Altadena, fairly high on a mountain overlooking Pasadena and Los Angeles, on the edge of the
Angeles National Forest.
Dianne attended Arizona, Austin, and MacGregor schools. She was Valedictorian in grade
twelve and tied for top standing in her class, and
received a scholarship. Dianne, belonged to Sidney
4-H Beef club. She attended camp at Killarney, a
demonstration, seminar in Winnipeg along with Bev
De' Athe, and also won an exchange trip to Cannon
Falls, Minnesota. Dianne worked one fall on a potato
digger. She took a business course at Assiniboine
Community College, Brandon. She then went to
work for the Manitoba Telephone System as a service
representative. She met and married Don Noto of
Brandon and they live on Lyndale Drive in that city.
Don is a plumber and is presently starting his own
business in the plumbing and heating field. Dianne is
at home raising their two daughters. The eldest,

Baker Family
by Lionel Creasy
James Ernest Baker (Jimmy) was born in 1890 in
Lewis, England. In 1902, when he was twelve years
old, he was a stowaway on a ship bound for Canada
and late arrived in Arizona, Manitoba. Jimmy mar40

Canadian National Railway. He helped unload the
Countess of Dufferin in Winnipeg when it was
brought up the Red River on a barge from Fargo,
North Dakota.
Mr. and Mrs. Bell took an active part in the
community. She was a member of ladies' aid and
boarded several teachers. Many people remember
Mrs. Bell's cookies which were generously handed
out to all children.
Mrs. Bell passed away in 1934 following a heart
attack. Mr. Bell continued to live alone for a year
before selling the farm. He then went to live with
lifelong friends, Mr. and Mrs. William Younie until
he passed away in 1939.

ried Lucy Elizabeth Grey formerly from Ontario in
1911. Jimmy supported his family by working at the
Sidney Brick Yard as well as for many farmers in the
district including the Thomas Stephenson's. Jimmy
made a great many life-time friendships due to his
happy, easy going ways. Folks around still remember
the old country songs he sang every morning.
Lucy was also known for her good heartedness.
She was always helping her neighbors in times of
sickness and tragedy.
Jimmy and Lucy had two children, Billy and
Edith. William Wallace Wellington (Billy) was very
much like his father and known for his good humor
and generosity. Billy married Ivy Ellen Hall, daughter of George Hall, and they farmed 30-10-12 of
North Norfolk. Billy and Ivy raised two children,
Margaret May and Joan Virginia.
Joan married James Oswin of Douglas. They live
on the home farm and James works for the C. N. R.
Joan and James have three children, Charmaine, Billie Joe and Leo.
Margaret (May) married Lionel Creasy, son of
Ernest and Mae Creasy of Arizona. She is known for
her active interest in her church and her devotion to
her family. May now works in Carberry Hospital.
May and Lionel have four children, Rocky, Randy,
Shane and Jane and one grandchild, Lionel Leonard
(Randy's son). Little Lionel is a fifth generation
descendent of Jimmy Baker.
Jimmy and Lucy's daughter, Edith, had one son
Ralph Baker. Ralph moved to Ontario where he married Helen Goodmurphy. Presently, Ralph works for
the Ontario Department of Highways. He and Helen
have three children Douglas, Marie and Jeffery.

The Bennetts
by Mae Hill
In the spring of 1910 Mr. and Mrs. Ben Bennett
and Mr. and Mrs. John Porter arrived in Manitoba
from Peterboro, Ontario. They came to the farm land
of Mr. and Mrs. John Calvert of Castle Point, as Mrs.
Calvert (Erma) was a niece of Mrs. Porter's.
The Porters and Bennetts came from Ontario by
train and Mr. Bennett rode in the car with a few
household effects, two horses and three cows. They
farmed in the Castle Point district on the Billie Froom
farm. After some few years, they moved to the
William Calvert farm in the Pleasant Point district. In
1930 they moved to Arizona to the William Goggin
farm one quarter mile east of the Arizona school.
Mr. and Mrs. Porter passed away in the middle
1930's. Mr. and Mrs. Bennett later moved to the
Micklewright farm, six miles south of Sidney. The
farm buildings were situated on the NE quarter of
7-10-12, near the four corners where the Arizona'
road turns north to Sidney. On this corner Mr. Bennett was called out of bed all hours of the night or day
to pull cars out of the ditch, either with his team of
dapple greys or the tractor. This corner was solid clay
and after a heavy rain it was almost impossible to turn
the corner without getting in trouble. This corner is
still known as "the Bennett corner".
Mr. and Mrs. Bennett were very active in community affairs and Mrs. Bennett was a member of the
United Church and the Women's Institute. Mr. Bennett was always ready to help anyone in need of
assistance.
Mr. and Mrs. Bennett had two children; Ernest
Mauwood and Lillian Mae. Ernest stayed with his
parents until he received his education in the Pleasant
Point district. In 1933 he married Florence Brown,
also of the Arizona district. After their marriage they.
farmed on the Haley farm. During their farming
years in Pleasant Point they raised two children,
Douglas Ernest and Verna Mae. Later Ernest and

Robert Bell 1849·1939 and Agnes Bell
1861·1934
by Margaret Triggs
Robert (Bob) Bell was born at Bruce County,
Ontario. He was the eldest son of Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas Bell, who emigrated from Scotland. Mr. and
Mrs. Bell moved to the Burnside district of Manitoba
when their children were very small. They were
among the earliest settlers in the district.
Mr. and Mrs. T. Bell's daughter Nellie married
and remained in the Portage area, Margaret married
Mr. P. Fenwick of Brandon and her family descendants are still in the area. Mary and William (Willie)
did not marry and lived their life out with their
brother Bob and his wife Agnes in the Arizona district.
Robert (Bell) married his cousin Agnes Bell of
Port El!!in She had come out west to be with her
sister Mrs. Joe Hudson of MacGregor. He also
worked for the railway that was later known as the
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Mae Bennett went to work immediately upon
arrival in Carberry. In 1955 she married Louis Hill of
Winnipeg, who was working at the Carberry Airport,
as chief inspector. Mae and Louis were moved to
different places west and then back to Winnipeg,
where Louis had to resign from Bristol Aircraft due
to ill health. After Mr. Bennett's death, Louis and
Mae lived with Mrs. Bennett in Carberry. Mrs. Bennett was a resident of the Personal Care Home in
Carberry from its opening. In 1974 Mae's health
problems encouraged her retirement. Louis Hill died
in 1980. Mrs. Bennett passed away in the Home in
October 1980. Mae then sold the home her father had
built and is now living in the Carberry Plains Lodge.

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Bennett.

Benney

Florence moved to Dauphin, Manitoba where Ernest
became employed in the Dauphin hospital as an engineer. In 1955 the Ernest Bennett family moved to
Brandon where Ernest was employed as an assistant
engineer at the Brandon Mental Hospital. He worked
hard, studying to complete his education and was
chief engineer when he retired in 1976. In 1980 they
left Brandon and are presently living in Abbotsford,
British Columbia.
Douglas Bennett married Sylvia La Blanc in
1959 and raised a family of three; Wendy-Mae,
Michelle and Kevin. Douglas Bennett presently lives
in Coquitlam, British Columbia and owns a trucking
business. Wendy-Mae is now married and has two
little girls, which has made five generations in the
Bennett family. Kevin is the only male to carry the
Bennett name.
Verna Mae Bennett, after completing her education in Dauphin and Brandon, found work in Winnipeg with Gulf Oil of Canada. After eight years in
Winnipeg she was transferred to Vancouver where
she continues her work for Gulf Oil as assistant
manager.
Mae Bennett completed her education in Pleasant
Point school and instead of taking high school, she
preferred music lessons, which she received from
Blanche Bate (Mrs. Elmer Williamson) Mae made
good use of her music as she was organist in the
United Church in Pleasant Point for many years, also
playing in a community orchestra for a number of
years.
In 1951 Mr. and Mrs. Bennett and Mae moved to
Carberry to a home on Young Street, built by Mr.
Bennett. Mr. Bennett worked for a few farmers helping them combine and doing other odd jobs. Later he
worked at the Fox Memorial Hospital as a helper to
the regular care taker. He worked there only a short
time, as ill health forced him to resign. In 1961 Mr.
Bennett passed away in Carberry Hospital of a heart
condition.

by Anne Carritt
Mr. Benney came from northern England to Canada. In 1889 he bought N.W. 7-10-11, and was
quickly able to cultivate large fields, as his. land was
open prairie. His crops were good, but pnces were
poor, and Mr. Benney did not adapt well to the
lonesome life on the prairies. He brought with him a
fear of the Fenians, and built his shack with loop
holes, so he could defend himself from the inside.
The Fenians were the nineteenth century version of
the present Irish Republican Army, and in the late
1800's anti-British Irish on the United States side of
the border, frequently made terrorist raids on the
Protestant Irish in British Canada.
There can be no definite date when Mr. Benney
went, but he was there in December 1896 to shelter
the Purkesses when their caboose upset and burned,
as they were moving here from the Interlake country.
He must have been a man well ahead of his time. He
built a box on his sleigh, installed a stove in it, and
drove about in comfort in the coldest weather, much
to the amazement of his neighbours. Maybe he could
picture us all now, hurtling about the country in our
heated boxes.
When Mr. Benney lost all his horses, and was no
longer able to operate his farm, Mr. Clifford of Austin arranged fdr his transportation back to his family
in England. The farm was abandoned and was later
bought by the Bentons.
Although, Mr. Benny didn't make a success of
farming, he left a mark in Canada. South of Bent.ons
is just a slough now, but to the people of Southfield
it's still referred to as "Benny's Lake".

The Benton Family
by Harvey Robinson
Harry Benton came from England in late 1890
and worked as a hired man for Robert Beswetherick.
He later married Maud Elliott, a girl who was born in
the area. They bought land that had been home42

ployed by Paul's Hauling Company. He met an untimely death at the age of forty-two. While repairing
a truck carrying ammonia he was overcome and died
as a result.
Harvey Robinson tells this story about Mr. Benton. They were friends and neighbors. Mr. Benton's
favorite saying was "By Garry".
Joe Robinson, Harry Benton's northern neighbor
had a pair of fiery driving horses, and was considered
to be an inferior driver by the Bentons. Mr. Benton
predicted the team would get away someday. One
April Fool's morning, Joe Robinson phoned the Benton's to get out to the road and stop his horses as they
had gotten away. Mr. Benton made the remark "By
Garry, I knew this would happen!" while rushing out
to stop the runaway team. After waiting a few minutes at the road it dawned on them that this was an
April Fool's joke. They rushed back to the house and
nearly rang the phone off the wall but there was no
answer.
The Bentons. From Left to Right: Wayne, Buster (Bill), Maude,
Harry and Alice.

William Thomas Beswitherick
by the family
Anthony C. Beswitherick came to Canada from
England with his parents. He married Margaret Elizabeth Hamilton a native of Ireland. They settled in
Scarborough, Ontario, where they raised six children: John, James, Robert, William, Elizabeth and
Margaret.
William Thomas was born in 1859. He married
Lydia Ann Pugsley in 1885. Lydia was the granddaughter of Edmund Pugsley, who had sailed from
Bristol, England to New York in 1833. The diary
Edmund kept during the voyage is a fascinating account of rigours and challenges. During the days

steaded by Mr. Benny. This land was the SW quarter
of7-1O-11. They had two children, Alice and William
(known as Buster).
Maud Benton taught Sunday School at Arizona
for years. She was well known for her excellent
horsemanship. She won many red ribbons for her
driving of Eaton 's Hackney horses at Brandon Winter
Fair. Bentons also showed heavy horses at Carberry
Fair and later drivers which they had raised themselves. Maud was keenly interested in agriculture.
She maintained a fine herd of Jersey cows. She is
credited with being the first person in Arizona to use
a chemical fertilizer.
Mr. Benton passed away in Winnipeg hospital at
the age of seventy-eight years. Mrs. Benton and
Alice retired to Carberry in 1956. Alice never married. She passed away in Brandon Assiniboine Hospital in 1968 at the age of sixty-seven years.
William (Bill) married Mona McConeghy in
1928. They farmed for three or four years on what
was then known as the Zachary farm (NE 7-10-11 W).
They then moved to Sidney and later to Carberry. Bill
had the restaurant on the comer of what is now No.1
and 5 Highways. He operated a successful business
for several years. When his health began to fail he
sold it to Allan Peill.
William Benton passed away at Carberry at the
age of sixty-two in 1966. Mona died in 1981. She had
been confined to a wheelchair after suffering a
stroke, some eighteen years previously.
Bill and Mona had one son, Wayne. He married
Gwendolyn Ford and lived in Brandon. He was em-

Anthony C. Beswitherick.
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The William Beswitherick Family 1905. Back Row: Left to Right: Elton, Lottie, Ernest, George and Addie. Seated: Elsie, Nellie, Mr.
Beswitherick, Mrs. Beswitherick, Archie and Clara.

aboard ship, between October and December, much
time was spent in waiting, at first, for more crew due
to a mutiny on board. The autumn storms they encountered were severe, causing the mast to break.
Fifteen tons of iron cables placed in steerage came
loose, smashing several berths, miraculously unoccupied at the time. From New York, Mr. Pugsley had
travelled to Canada, where he worked and waited for
several months, until his wife Hannah and family
were able to join him. Their son Edmund was thirteen
years old at that time.
Edmund married Lydia Ann Shoup, a daughter of
United Empire Loyalists of Pennsylvania Dutch origin. Twenty years later, it was their little daughter,
Lydia Ann Pugsley who married William Thomas
Beswitherick. They began their married life in Melancthon, Ontario, and moved to Manitoba in 1893
with their four small children, Adeline, George, Ernest and Lottie.
It is said that a train car was rented for only ten
dollars. In this they carried all their belongings,
including horses and machinery. They arrived in
Carberry, where they lived for several months, and
then proceeded to Boissevain by team and wagon.
Water was scarce, so they didn't stay long. From
there, they moved to the Arizona district where they
purchased the south-east quarter of section 14-10-12.
This time they travelled by train to Sidney.
William Beswitherick bought the farm from John

and Jack Williams. Later he purchased the quarter
section across the road to the south.
With another son, Elton, added to the family in
Boissevain they now settled into the hard, slow work
of making a living in the pioneer era of our community. Addie, age nine, had started school in Carberry
and George, age seven, in Boissevain now began
attending school in Arizona.
The four family members born in Arizona are
Elsie, Clara, Nellie and Archie. The brick house
built in 1910 replaced the original log house. What
happy family times ensued! Friends and neighbors
also appreciated the warm hospitality of their home.
Grandfather Anthony Beswitherick came to
Manitoba after the death of his wife, Margaret Elizabeth, as most of his family had preceded him west.
After spending time with another son and a daughter,
he settled in a small cottage of his own in the Beswitherick yard. There he passed away in 1911 at the
age of eighty-seven years of age.
The family attended the Methodist church services, which were held on alternate Sundays in the
Forrester's Hall. However, they also frequently attended the Presbyterian services in the church built
just south of the hall.
Addie, the oldest of the family, did not get married. She remained at home, keeping house for her
parents. After her father's death in 1939 and her
mother's in 1945, Addie kept house for her brother
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Ern, who worked the farm. He was a purebred Hereford breeder and was known for his way with horses.
In 1958, at harvest time, he took seriously ill and
passed away shortly afterwards. Addie was active in
the local Sunday School as teacher of teen-age girls.
Twice she took her class camping near the Assiniboine River. When the Carberry Plains Lodge
opened she took a suite there. Soon she required
personal care and entered Heritage Lodge in Winnipeg. There on Christmas Day, 1977, she slipped
away in her sleep and was buried in Sidney cemetery.
George married Edith Cridland from England on
December 15, 1915.
Lottie married Samuel Bickford of New
Brunswick on November 9,1917.
Elton worked on the farm until the early forties,
when he took up blacksmithing in Sidney. Several
years later he visited Ontario, where he enjoyed
improved health. What began as a trip down east,
became a new home for him. In time, he entered the
Lambton County Home in Petrolia, Ontario where he
still lives.

Donald 8ewitherick Family. I. to r.: Daryl, Lyndon, Mary with
Myron, Donald and Richard.

Elsie continued her schooling in Sidney, but after
Grade eleven remained at home on the farm until her
marriage to Harry Peck (son of William Peck) on
November 9, 1927, in the Arizona church. They
farmed in the Melvin district, where their only child,
Raymond, was born. When his brother Wilfred
moved to Sidney in 1939, Harry and his family
moved to the farm which had been bought by his
father in 1907. Raymond worked with his father,
except for the time he spent away at high school and
at Bible School at Caronport, Saskatchewan. In
1966, he married Mary Wiebe of Sidney and moved
into the home he had built in his parents' yard that
summer. Raymond worked the farm with his father
until January 14, 1968 when Harry passed away after
a brief illness.

1963. Eventually, unit four of Rotary Park became
her home.
As a young woman, Nellie attended the Winnipeg Bible Training School, where she met Earle
Lintott. They were married in 1928. In 1950 they
moved to Saskatchewan, and spent much of their
married life there in church and Bible School work.
Recently, they returned to Manitoba and now live in
Carberry. They had four children - Lloyd, Gretta
Mae, Paul and Robin. Lloyd married Tina Klassen
and lives in Regina. They have three children; Laura,
Larry, and Kevin. Gretta Mae was married to Helmut
Friesen in the Arizona church. Their children are;
David, Lorna, and Donna. Paul married Diane Noble
at Kindersley, Saskatchewan and has a family of four;
Jim, Angela, Bill and Bob. Robin died at the age of
ten after a severe illness.
Archie remained on the home farm, until 1928,
when he married Verna McIntyre, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Charlie McIntyre. They made their first
home north of the Arizona school, but later moved to
the Bob Beswitherick farm on the Arizona road.
There, Donald, Dale and Dorothy were born.
However, Dale died in infancy. When Charles McIntyre retired to Sidney in 1946, Archie and Verna
moved onto their farm. Years later a small home was
established near the old home for Donald, when he
married Mary Krahn of Swift Current, Saskatchewan. After Lyndon and Daryl were born, theyexchanged homes with Archie and Verna. Two more
boys, Richard and Myron, arrived to liven up the old
home.

Elsie remained in her home until ill health necessitates her move into a convalescent home in Winnipeg. She recovered her health enough to enjoy
needlework and other crafts. After several years, she
was able to visit her home periodically until her death
early in 1979.
Clara began her teaching career at West Poplar
Point in 1921. She spent twenty-eight years in her
profession, usually in rural schools, but sometimes
in small towns, teaching elementary grades. Four
different times she taught at Great Carleton, once
teaching the children of a former pupil. On one
occasion she spent two days at school during a prairie
blizzard. Fortunately no pupils ventured out. In
1959, she retired and after living at home on the farm
for a few years she moved to Portage la Prairie in
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Dorothy married Fred Wiebe in 1966. They had
three sons; Bruce, Gordon and Tyler. Fred died accidentally in 1975. In 1976, Dorothy married a widower, John Giesbrecht of MacGregor. They had one
daughter, Amy Jane. John's family of his previous
marriage are: Art, Clarice, Bruce, Sharon, Dale,
Joyce and Debbie.
In November 1974, Vema went to be with the
Lord, leaving Archie alone, but in the midst of his
grandsons and the farm work which he has always
enjoyed.

Robert Beswitherick
by Marjorie Williams, Lena Beswitherick and
Harvey Robinson
Robert Beswitherick came to the Carberry area
from Ontario in 1892. He later moved to the Arizona
district and married Edith Michie in 1898. He bought
the S .E. 13-10-12 from Henry Benton and built a new
home. He later purchased the N.E. 13-10-12 which
his daughter Ivy Beswitherick still owns and is
farmed by Donald Beswitherick. The other quarter,
S.E. 13-10-12 was sold to Stanley Robinson in 1976.
In the late twenties he bought another quarter, the
N.W. 7-10-11, west of Thomas Zachary. This land,
stil owned by his daughter-in-law Lena Beswitherick
is farmed by Stanley Robinson.
Mr. and Mrs. Beswitherick had two children:

Ivy and Dougal Beswitherick.

Bob Beswitherick's Steamer. L. to R.: (Back Row): unknown, Billy Hall. (Front Row): Harry Michie, unknown, Bob Beswitherick,
Horace McDonald, Harry Elliott, Hugh McGregor, Wilfred Peck, unknown.

46

neer stopped the machine instead of letting it blow
the straw out through the blower. The separator was
burned out completely. Before evening the outfit was
threshing again with a borrowed separator from a
neighbour. The burned thresher was rebuilt and used
again the next year.
Another fire episode on the same outfit occurred
when a man drove his stook rack into the smoke from
the engine. The boss signaled him to speed up. Instead he stopped right in the smoke, got down and
came over to the boss to ask him what he wanted.
Sparks from the engine ignited the load of sheaves.
Fortunately the workers were able to unhitch the
horses before the load and wagon burned completely.
Robert Beswitherick made his home in Winnipeg
during his later years. His summers were spent with
his son Dougal in Sidney. Robert Beswitherick spent
his time overhauling his threshing outfit in preparation for harvest. He passed away in 1943 at the age of
seventy-nine in his home in Winnipeg.

Dougal and Ivy. Dugald married Lena Thorn in 1928.
Dougal was a gifted musician and freely shared his
talent with the community. He played the organ at
Sidney United Church for many years. Dougal successfully operated several businesses. He was one of
the first truckers to serve Arizona and also established a garage which he later sold to Wilfred Peck.
Later he was a dealer for Imperial Oil in Sidney and
delivered fuel in barrels to surrounding farms. Dougal took a John Deere dealership and soon the countryside was well supplied with the "green machines". His last business venture was "Sidney
Electric", now operated by John Sisko He lived in
Sidney until he passed away in 1974 at the age of
seventy four. His wife Lena still lives in Sidney. Ivy
Beswitherick never married and lives in Vancouver
B.C.
Robert Beswitherick didn't farm his own land for
many years. He left around 1905 and rented it from
that time on. In the last sixty years it has seen only
four renters. Mr. Beswitherick with the help of his
steam engine broke considerable land of section
13-10-12 west and other land south of him. Mr. Beswitherick also was well known for his threshing
machines as those implements were few and far between in those days.
At one time he owned two portable machines,
one threshing in the Sidney area and the other in the
Arizona district. Joe Robinson and Tom Peck operated the outfit in the Arizona district. He later purchased a larger non-portable engine and separator
which he operated till 1939, when combines became
available. His separator in the early 1930's was
burned by fire near the end of threshing season. He
repaired the machine himself and it was ready for use
the next year. As late as 1939 he still threshed, with
one machine, around Sidney and Arizona for fifteen
or sixteen farmers. Most of his men were local such
as the Williams, Browns, Laggos, Halls, his
nephews, Harry and Tom Peck, Harry Elliott and the
Robinsons. Mr. Beswitherick was a mild spoken
man, but he could fire someone without that person
really realizing he had been dismissed. Mr. Beswitherick also owned one of the first cars in the
Arizona district which was quite a novelty in those
days.
One little story Joe Robinson used to tell was
about his horse and buggy leaving him behind one
day. It went into Mr. Beswitherick's yard, but could
not be found, till they noticed two buggies in the
buggy shed. On close examination they had found
one had a horse hitched to it.
Bob Beswitherick's threshing machine burned in
early 30's. It was plugged full of straw and it was
ignited by sparks from the steam engine. The Engi-

The George Beswitherick Family
by Dorothy E. Beswitherick
Edith Eleanor Cridland, born February 18, 1891
in Wellington, Somerset England, came to Canada
under the sponsorship of the Salvation Army. She
settled in Portage where she was employed by the
Meighen's and the Watter's families. At the Salvation
Army Citadel where she attended services with her
English girlfriend, she met young George Beswitherick. George had been born July 23, 1888, and
was eldest of the William Beswitherick family of
Arizona. George and Edith were married December
IS, 1915 in Salvation Army uniform. They settled on
the Bob Beswitherick farm, east of George's home
farm, for a couple of years. Then they bought the
Paisley farmland west of Mom and Dad Beswitherick's. Here they had their tan brick one and a
half storey cottage built. Later their new red barn was

The George Beswitherick Family. Left to Right: Frank, Mr. and
Mrs. Beswitherick, Marion and Marjorie.
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built by Uncle Sam Pugsley of Toronto. They took
pride in keeping their property tidy and well kept.
They were both staunch supporters and helpers in
the Arizona Sunday School which was held in the
Arizona Church. Often they opened their home for
Sunday evening hymn sings and prayer meetings. In
winter neighbors gathered for crokinole while the
young folk skated on the front yard rink.
During the war years, the Beswithericks moved
into Sidney for a number of years while Marjorie
attended high school and worked for the Manitoba
Telephone System. Later they moved back to Arizona to Marj and Cliff Hawkin's farm where they
have since resided.
The Beswitherick's were honored in October,
1980 with an open house tea and family dinner for
their 65th wedding anniversary.
~ They have enjoyed reasonably good health for
their ages and with help they have been able to
remain in their own home until George suffered a
stroke in September 1981 which has confined him to
MacGregor Hospital. Edith remains at home.
Their family consists of Frank, 1916, Marion,
1921, and Marjorie, 1928, who all attended Arizona
school for their public school education.
After schooling Frank worked at home for a time,
played baseball and hockey on the Arizona teams. In
1936, he attended Winnipeg Bible Institute to train
for the ministry. He graduated in 1940 and worked
under the Canadian Sunday School Mission and at
Lorette as minister. In January 1941 he signed up with
the Canadian Armed Forces training at Brandon,
Shilo and Barrie, Ontario. He served overseas from
December 1944 to January 1946, seeing action in
Belgium, Holland and Germany. In May 1946 he
began his pastoral ministry at Morden, later Swan
River and is presently pastoring in Killarney. On July
12, 1946 he married Dorothy Kneeshaw of Carberry,
a school teacher. They have three sons; Grant, Lyle
and Dale, all of Brandon.
Marion took three years training at Winnipeg
Bible Institute, where she met Edwin Hickey of
Stonewall. They were married October 9, 1942. Ed
saw service with the R.C.A.F. at Dauphin and Calgary. After the war they farmed at Stonewall. Later
they entered the ministry of Northern Canada Evangelical Mission as flying missionaries where they
served at Buffalo Narrows and then at The Pas where
they are presently located. Ed is now director of the
Central Canada District of N .C.E.M. Marion and
Ed's family consists of Alvin of Kamloops, in aviation; Orval of Edmonton; Shirley (Reader) of Swan
River; Gerald of Stonewall; Donald of The Pas; Brian
at Nipawin Bible School; and Esther Leeper of The
Pas.

Marjorie took her high schooling in Sidney, then
worked as a telephone operator for Manitoba Telephone System. She married Clifton Hawkins of New
Brunswick, May 5, 1950, also an employee of
M. T. S. Two years later they farmed her grandparent's farm, then owned by Uncle Ernest Beswitherick, which they purchased after his death.
Both Cliff and Marjorie have taken an active part in
district activities. Marj also worked part-time at the
Worby Post Office until it closed. Their large country
home has been opened to a large host of friends and
relatives for many years. The Hawkins celebrated
their 25th Anniversary May 5, 1975. Marjorie passed
away May 3, 1979. The Hawkins family includes;
Diane Beverley Braaksma of Winnipeg, a secretary;
Darlene Barber of Thompson, an employee of
M. T.S., and Craig, a mechanic at Portage la Prairie.
Cliff Hawkins still resides on his farm.

The Sam Bickford Family
by Judy Jones
Sam and Lottie Bickford, as they were known to
their friends and neighbours, raised their family on
the north half of 34-9-12, later acquiring the southeast quarter of 33-9-12, the southeast quarter of
34-9-12, the southwest quarter of 10-10-12 and the
southeast quarter of 9-10-12. The original farm site,
with some changes, is the present home of Alex and
Elsie Patterson.
Samuel Nelson Bickford was born at Mount Middleton, Kings County, N.B. on June 2, 1887. He
grew up in New Brunswick working at various jobs,

Sam and Lottie Bickford.
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primarily farming. At the age of twenty he came west
on a harvest excursion and stopped in Manitoba. His
first employer in the Arizona district was Bill Ford
Senior, who owned the farm where Mr. and Mrs.
Walter Surminsky now live. Our father tells of being
introduced to a quarter section of wheat, cut and
laying in sheaves, waiting to be stooked. It must have
been quite a challenge! He also worked on the farm
of Archie McIntyre, Senior. This is now the home of
Archie and Marjorie McIntyre. The next few years he
spent farming in the Arizona and Sidney district.
Then he moved to Portage La Prairie where he
worked for the Singer Sewing Machine Company
until 1915. The next six years he spent travelling
about the country as "The Rawleigh's Man". Records show the area in which he worked included
Sidney, Helston, Golden Stream, Austin, MacGregor, Burnside, Portage La Prairie, Edwin, Rossendale, Lavenham, Pratt and Arizona. The mode of
travel then was horses, winter and summer. Records
also show that credit was a problem for anyone in
business then as it is today.
On November 9, 1917, Sam married Lottie
Gertrude Beswitherick at the home of her parents
William and Lydia Beswitherick of the Arizona district. The minister was Rev. 1. F. Palmer. The couple
had met during Sam's first harvest in Manitoba.
From the time of their marriage till early in 1921, they
lived in MacGregor, Manitoba. During those years
they began their family with the birth of a daughter
Ruth and a son Ross and the adoption of a daughter
Alberta. In March of 1921 they purchased and moved
onto 34-9-12, the building site being on the northeast
quarter. It was here they were to raise their family of
ten children: Alberta (adopted 1919), Ruth, Ross,
Cyril, Keith, Barbara, Mona, Louise, William (Bill)
and Hazel.

The farm was operated as a mixed farm with the
main source of income over the years being the dairy
and beef cattle herd. In the early years, once a day,
either early morning or near midnight, Sam would
have to deliver his cans of cream to the C.N. station at
Gateside. He would light the signal lantern and wait
to flag down the train.
Although the farm was located in the R. M. of
Victoria and we resided in the S.D. of Southfield, we
attended Arizona school which was three miles away.
We also attended Arizona Church and Sunday
School, located very close to the school. In the early
years this distance was covered by horse and buggy
or sleigh and very often on foot. Some mornings it
was a long three miles.
Our post office was at Sidney, Manitoba. Being
ten miles away meant mail service was not too regular
in the early years. However, as one thinks back, life
was made easier as neighbours helped one another,
the delivery of mail being a good example. If someone went to town (Sidney) they would pick up the
mail and drop it off at various places on the road
home. One such place was our Uncle George Beswitherick who lived two miles north of our home.
Today it's at thejunction ofP. R. #352 and the Worby
road. Even today we sometimes refer to it as Uncle
George's comer.
Christmas was a time of year we always looked
forward to, the school Christmas concert being one
highlight. On Christmas day we always went to
Grandpa and Grandma Beswitherick's. That was the
place all the family who were able, gathered for a
very enjoyable day and evening.
Although there were many enjoyable times, life
was not without its trials and sadness. As we think
about the pressures and stress of today's world, our
parents no doubt suffered the same problems.
The winter of 1932-33 was one year we will not
soon forget. Scarlet fever hit our family and we were
quarantined all winter. In December of 1932, Louise
age three, died of the disease. Our family doctor, Dr.
R. 1. Waugh, practiced in Carberry. At that time he
was called only in an extreme emergency! Due to the
quarantine, the funeral arrangements were rather
unique. Charlie McIntyre accompanied our father to
Carberry by train to obtain a casket. Funeral arrangements and burial were done by relatives and friends.
The day of the funeral people gathered around in
sleighs outside the house. The front room window
was opened and the minister, Rev. W. T. Marchant
performed the ceremony from outside the open window with Ruth providing the music on the piano in
the house with the rest of the family.
At Christmas we were overwhelmed by the gifts
of food and presents sent to our home, some from

The Bickford children in 1931. From Left to Right: Louise,
Mona, Barbara, Keith, Cyril, Ross, Ruth and Alberta.
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Albert and Bertha Kilfoyle, of Pratt. Keith and Betty
farmed until the spring of 1959, when Keith took
employment with North American Lumber Ltd. He
rented the land to Arnold Fredrich until the spring of
1965, when they returned to the farm. In 1973 Keith
and Betty sold their farm to Triple Oak Ranch and
moved to Portage La Prairie, where they now reside.
Keith and Betty have one daughter, Valerie, born
in 1962 at Oxbow, Saskatchewan. At present, Valerie resides in Winnipeg.

people we knew only by name. That particular winter
brought us to realize how much one must depend on
one's friends and neighbours.
In the early 1940's, Alberta became very ill and
has been confined to a hospital in Brandon ever
since. The outbreak of World War II meant many
young people left the district. Cyril enlisted in the
army in January 1943 and paid the supreme sacrifice.
He died of wounds November 11, 1944.
Our parents left the farm in the winter of 1958-59,
moving to a small acreage directly across the road
from the home farm. There they lived in retirement
until their passing. They both enjoyed travelling.
During their years of retirement, they trvelled from
coast to coast to visit their sons and daughters, as well
as friends and relatives. Still, the one thing they
enjoyed most was the visits from their family and
friends, and particularly their grandchildren.
Lottie passed away January 9, 1971 and is buried
in Sidney Cemetery. Sam passed away October 29,
1971 and is also buried in Sidney Cemetery.
What of Sam and Lottie's family in 1981?:
- Alberta is in Brandon Hospital.
- Ruth (Mrs. Jack Stephenson) lives at Austin,
Manitoba.
- Ross resides at Vernon, B.C.
- Cyril is buried in Brookwood Cemetery, England (Memorial at Sidney Cemetery).
- Keith resides at Portage La Prairie, Manitoba.
- Barbara (Mrs. Robert Stephenson) lives at
Carberry, Manitoba.
- Mona (Mrs. Cecil Bridgen) lives at Surrey,
B.C.
- Louise is buried in Sidney Cemetery.
- William (Bill) lives at Fort St. John, B.C.
- Hazel (Mrs. Tom Lowe, Jr.) lives at Austin,
Manitoba.

Blairs
by Bessie Bagnall with information from Edith
Blair
James H. Blair and his wife Joan came from
Miami, Manitoba to Arizona in the spring of 1940.
They settled in the north-east quarter of 31-9-12 in
Victoria Municipality. They spent most of their lives
farming, but for a period of about ten years when they
lived at Mimico, Ontario near Toronto. Here, James
learned the brick laying and plastering trades. He
served for five years in the Army during the First
World War. They retired to Brandon in 1946. At the
time of his death in 1958 James was a member of the
Brandon Legion. Joan Blair died in 1967.
Their five children and a daughter-in-law accompanied them when they moved to Arizona. Gordon
married Dorothy Miller from Miami, Manitoba. Herbert (Bert) married Pearl Hall who lived in the Arizona district. Gerald married Edith Roberts from
Toronto, Ontario. Marion married Don Halfyard
from Newfoundland; she later married George Fiddler of Winnipeg, Manitoba. Jessie married Ronald
Ludd from Miami, Manitoba. Jessie died in 1972.
Gerald and Edith still remain on the home farm.
Gerald is a Maintenance Supervisor for the Parks
Board for Spruce Woods Park and Westman. They
raised eight children, all educated in Arizona and
Carberry. Lynne married AIcid Henry and lived in
Brandon. Her husband is a painter and decorator and
runs an arcade in Portage la Prairie. They have two
daughters, Angela and Melanie.
Terry married Judy Harkness and lived in Carberry. They have two daughters, Brandy and Amanda.
Terry is a foreman for the Parks Branch (west end)
and supervises winter recreation trails for that area.
Earl married Gwen Wiebe of Carberry. They had
two children, Kevin and Sandra before Gwen died.
He later married Linda Mahaymetz from Winnipeg.
Earl has worked for the Parks Branch at Spruce
Woods since high school.
Mike married Donna Williams of Austin. They
have two children: Tanya and Ryan. Mike and Donna
live in Portage where he is a car salesman for Ford
Motors.

Keith and Betty Bickford
by Keith Bickford
Keith, son of Sam and Lottie Bickford, was born
and raised on his parents' farm. He received his early
education at the Arizona School, as well as training
in the R.C.A.F. From 1944-45 he lived on the farm
with his parents.
In the spring of 1947 he purchased the Allan
Patterson farm, being SEY4 3-10-12 and SWY4
2-10-12. The spring of 1950 saw the demolition of the
original log house that had been built in the 1890's.
The new home was constructed just south of where
the old log house was situated. Many articles, which
are antiques today, were considered worthless and
were discarded.
Keith married Edna Elizabeth (Betty) Kilfoyle on
October 18, 1950. Betty, the youngest daughter of
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Glen married Pauline Johnson of Carberry. They
live on the Blair home farm. Glen works for the
Carnation Food Plant at Carberry where he is an
industrial mechanic. They have two children: Daniel
and Carla.
Debbie married Murray Thompson and had one
daughter, Dana. Debbie was remarried to Brian
Bolack and they have a daughter, Nicole.
Jamie lives on the home farm and works for the
Parks Branch as carpenter and on the ski trails in
winter.
Vicki received her education from Carberry. She
lives at home and works at the Carnation Plant at
Carberry.
The Blairs have a talent for horticulture which
helps them in their work for the Parks Branch. This
gift is also visible in the landscaping of the grounds
around their dwelling.

children: Florence, Gamet, and Ida. Irene was born
in 1920, Gamet died in 1921. Another daughter, Beatrix, died in 1916. Bill Brown was employed by the
C. P. R. as section foreman before coming to Arizona.
At MacDonald and Oberon Mr. and Mrs. Brown
were both active workers in the community. They
moved to Carberry in 1944 where Bill worked for the
Highway Department for several years. Lizzie became an active worker in St. Agnes Anglican
Church.
Billy died in August 1958 and Lizzie in October
1963. Surviving were three daughters: Florence Bennett, Ida Bagnall, Irene Cady and seven grandchildren. Florence and Ernest Bennett farmed at
Pleasant Point and Arizona. They moved to Dauphin
and then to Brandon where Ernest worked as a steam
engineer and Florence did office work at Brandon
University. After retirement they spent some winters
in Texas. Now they live in Abbotsford, B.C. They
had two children, Doug and Vema. Verna is unmarried. Douglas and his wife Sylvia have three children
and two grandchildren.
Ida and husband Gilbert Bagnall farmed north of
Sidney. They had two children: Doreen and Mark.
Doreen married Jim Burney, they have one daughter,
Carol and live at Chater, Manitoba. Mark married
Doris Henry from New Brunswick. They have two
children: Dawn and Boyd. Mark took over the home
farm. His father, Gilbert, died in 1980. Ida lives in
her son's yard in a mobile home.
Irene Cady and husband Percy had twin girls and
one son, Walter. They lived in Carberry, Holland,
and now in Winnipeg where Percy is custodian of a
school. The girls married the Wilcox brothers. Walter is also married. The Cadys have four grandchildren.

Brennan
by Anne Carritt
John Brennan married Molly Langley, daughter
of William Langley, and worked with her brother
Hugh for a few years. They had one daughter Beth,
who now lives in Sanjuan, California.
John and Molly moved to Sidney in 1948, where
Molly and Beth lived. John worked for years driving
heavy road equipment, during the building of the
Alaska highway. About 1955 they sold their house in
Sidney, and moved to British Columbia where they
operated a boarding home for fourteen elderly people. John died about 1960.

William and Elizabeth Brown
by Ida and Bessie Bagnall
William H. (Billy) Brown and his wife Elizabeth
(Lizzie) came from Oberon, Manitoba in March,
1918. They resided in Arizona on the farm on Section
9-10-12, north half. Mrs. Brown (Lizzie) was the
daughter of Miles and Anne Stephenson of Sidney.
On their arrival in Arizona in 1917, they had three

James and Robina Buchanan
by Bessie Bagnall with information from Mrs.
Buchanan
James Buchanan, a younger member of a large
pioneer family, was born at Miami, Manitoba. They
were members of the numerous Scottish Buchanan
clan. Jim joined the Canadian Expeditionary Force,
Sixteenth Battalion in 1916. He was on active duty
and was wounded, with shrapnel. He was hospitalized and had a silver plate inserted in his head.
Like many others his general health was not improved in the trenches of the First World War.
When overseas, Jim visited old friends of his
family and came to know Robina (Ruby) Ironside.
She later joined him in Canada after his return. They
were married at Miami in 1920 where they farmed
until 1925. Their son Robert was born in 1921. In
1925 they moved to Toronto where they had relatives.

The Brown Family. From Left to Right: Ida, Florence, Mrs.
Brown, baby Irene, and Bill Brown.
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Jim worked at various jobs while Robina worked in a
silk mill (or factory). Their son was killed accidently
while riding his bicycle in 1932.
Robina went to Scotland later and wasn't able to
return for a time due to the Second World War. She
worked in a war material factory while there. The
Red Cross helped her to get a passage home eventually. She, and a boy she had been asked to care for
on the trip to Canada, were picked up by an Army
truck and taken to a boat. They started out with what
seemed to be a convoy but by morning their boat was
out in the ocean alone. It took a zig zig trip back to a
Canadian port to avoid German V-boats.
In the meantime Jim had been staying with a
brother at Miami. In 1943 they came to visit Jim's
sister Anne and her husband Jim Blair in Arizona.
Jim stayed with the Blairs in the William Goggin
house that winter while Ruby went back east to work.
The Blairs and Jim moved to the McDougall place
when Pete Surminsky bought the Goggin place. The
McDougall place, the N.W. 10-10-12, was for sale so
Robina and sister and brother-in-law, Adeline and
George Roberts, bought it for Jim, Ruby and the
Robert's son, Kenneth. Ken Roberts and wife Dorrie
spent a year there, then returned east to Emsdale,
Ontario. George and Adeline came to Arizona in
1955. George died in 1956. Adeline stayed until 1967
then returned to Toronto to keep house for her son
Ronald and his wife. Adeline was the secretary of the
school board while in Arizona.
Robina boarded teacher Sophie Dawshka and her
brother Karl. Robina was the first President of the
Women's Institute when it was reorganized.
Jim died in November 1972. Robina returned
with her sisters to Toronto for the rest of the winter.
She returned to Arizona in March 1973, accompanied by her brother, Jim Ironside, who had retired
that same year. He bought the Arizona School when
the community decided to sell it. He fixed it up as a
home for himself and sister as the farm was sold to
John McClurg in July 1981.

and land renewer) He seemed to have homesteaded
the quarter where Gerald Blair lives. Old timers
remember his sister Mrs. Hall and her husband living
there for a time.
Mr. Cameron was a railroad engineer in Scotland
and came from around Edinburgh. When he arrived
in Winnipeg he applied for an engineer's job, but was
told his papers were not in order and that he must put
in two years in a roundhouse. He started there and
found that he was more qualified than the instructors.
He quit there and came to Arizona. I don't know if
that was before or after his sister Mrs. Michie lived
there.
He worked out for Archie McIntyre Sr. and others and did carpentry work. He ran for councillor and
won, but resigned after a year owing to the long walk
to McGregor, for meetings, as being a bit much. He
baby sat Herbert McIntyre and later worked for him
and baby sat Herb's son Archie.
He played chess and was a keen photographer,
developing and printing his own films. He developed
films in the cellar (dark room) put negatives in the
sun for prints on occasion. He was very interested in
electricity, as well.
(Later in life) Mr. Cameron lived on a small
income from Scotland. His main diet was bannock,
white sugar syrup, sweetened cooking chocolate. He
grew some garden and bought an odd bit of meat and
other things. He remained in bed, most of the time, in
his latter days.
He had built small tidy buildings. His house
lathed for plaster but was never plastered. Another
building was a "squirrel proof" granary. There were
cans of unused paint on hand when he died. Yet the
buildings did not appear to have been painted at
anytime.
In the latter 1920's a sister, Mrs. Hall, came to
stay with him. He obviously preferred to be on his
own, as she left again, possibly going to Saskatchewan.
He visited around for meals sometimes occasionally staying several days. At the time of his last
illness he came to a A. Micklewright's and eventually
someone took him to Portage La Prairie hospital
where he died. He was buried in Portage.
He left the farm to a namesake, Alex Michie and
other things to his sister Mrs. Michie, who came
from the west when he died.
The old buildings and substantial wind-break still
stand, and the terrain of his terraced lawn and garden
is still visible.

Mr. Alexander Cameron
by Bessie Bagnall
Mr. Cameron was remembered by neighbors and
their children as being somewhat different in his
approach to life. He had plenty of time as he seemed
to live a retired life on his quarter section farm,
through which the railroad cut. Most of the place
seemed to have been worked at one time and was a
rich source of "wild tomatoes" or "stubble berries"
for a time, I can remember on it, an odd plant of
alfalfa. This was long before alfalfa became a forage
crop which is now generally grown and considered a
necessity on mixed farms in the district. (as forage

Cann
by Penny Ham
The Cann family no longer exists in the Arizona
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(SW 22-10-12-W). He was a carpenter and gave up
farming to move to California where he was active in
the building trade. Thus it was at the age of sixty-five
that Uriel Cann, his wife Mary and daughter Emma
moved to Arizona to take over Jim's farm.
Alfred Cann, one of the first councillors on the
R.M. of North Norfolk Council for Arizona, owned
extensive land in both the Sidney and Arizona districts. He was born on July 17, 1862 and died on
March 7, 1912 at Arizona.
Alfred married a teacher who came to preside
over the Arizona school; Maggie VanAlstyne. Maggie died in her early thirties on Sept. 25, 1906 during
a typhoid fever epidemic which took the lives of
many Sidney and Arizona residents.
Maggie and Alf Cann had three children:
Sifton (born 1900) - trained as a lawyer.
George (born 1902) - was an engraver and
printer. (now deceased)
Grace (born 1904) - was a teacher by profession
and married Wallace Casson, a Greenridge farmer.
(now deceased)
Emma Cann was born at Little Britain, Ont. on
February 1, 1868, one year after Canadian confederation. She accompanied her parents to the Arizona district and was one of the first church organists
in Arizona.
Emma married Norman Ham at Sidney on Sept.
8,1897 and spent most of her married life on the farm
Norman Ham purchased just west of the village of
Sidney (SW 7-11-12-W). She had two sons; Murray
and Frank.
Frank Ham still resides in the Sidney area on the
farm purchased by his father. Murray is now a resident of Brandon having spent his life in a variety of
occupations ranging from farming to working for the
Manitoba Hydro.
Uriel Cann died in 1920 at his only daughter's
home in Sidney; he was over 90 years of age and was
predeceased by his wife Mary in 1907. During his
lifetime Reilly Cann put down roots on Canadian soil
and the branches of that family tree now extend
across North America.

Emma Cann (Mrs. Norman Ham).

district but this family played an active role in the
early religious and political life of the community.
The Canadian story of the Cann family began on
March 27, 1851 at Stanton, England near Cornwall
- a picturesque seaside resort area on the English
coast. On that date Uriel Cann and Mary Babcock
were united in marriage by the Rev. Woods.
Mary and Uriel Cann spent their honeymoon
aboard a ship crossing the Atlantic Ocean. The voyage took six weeks by sea and the newlyweds landed
in Prince Edward Island.
Uriel Cann, often referred to as Reilly by friends
and family, moved west from P.E.I. to take up residence on a farm near Maripais, Ontario - a community located in Victoria County near the present
day Lindsay, Ontario in the Lake Simcoe Region. In
the decade between 1850-1860 many British born
immigrants flocked into this region of Ontario and
Uriel Cann's new home (Maripais) was, therefore,
appropriately first referred to as Little Britain.
To Mary Babcock and Uriel Cann were born six
sons and one daughter. The Cann's only daughter,
Emma, was to recall that her birth was somewhat of a
disappointment because, according to popular mythology, the seventh son in every family was to be a
doctor. Emma said that in the 1860's, when she was
born, no family ever thought of a daughter following
a profession.
Settling in the Arizona district in the early 1880's
were two of the Cann's six sons, James (Jim) and
Alfred (Alf).
Jim homesteaded on the property referred to today as the Stephenson farm in the Arizona district

Carritt Family
by Anne Carritt
Joseph William Carritt came to Canada from
Lincolnshire, England, in 1895 to the Arizona district, where his sister, Mrs. Alfred Sharpley was
living. He worked on farms for several years before
homesteading on NW 18-10-12. Then, in 1898, he
bought SE 13-10-13, a farm originally owned by
Robb Swaze, and made it the family home. He returned twice to visit in England, and in 1903 his
fiancee, Mary Louisa Badley, of Theddlethorpe, En53

and father and baby Helen (Nellie). Mary died a few
years later in Canada.
After being confined to a wheel chair for seven
years, Joe Carritt died in 1933. Mrs. Carritt continued to live on the farm with her family until 1948
when she left to make her home in Brandon with her
daughter, Mae. She lived there until her death in
April, 1970, at the age of ninety-seven years.
Kathleen married Frank Micklewright. She is
now widowed and lives in Creston, B.C.
Charles married Anne Johnston of Pine Creek in
1950. They have six children - Bill, Don, Joan,
Ken, Russ and Bonnie.
Mae became a school teacher. She married Frank
Watson and they had four children - Pat (Mrs. Larry
Kenyon of Winnipeg); Shirley (Mrs. Ed Powell of
Edmonton); Peggy (Mrs. Tony Mullie of Snow
Lake); and Judy (Mrs. Leo Berthelette of Winnipeg).
After the death of Frank, Mae remarried and is now
Mrs. English.
Marjorie also became a school teacher. She married John Seaman of Edrans. Later they moved to
Austin, where she became assistant principal in the
secondary school. They had two children, Jacqueline
(Jackie) who is an x-ray technologist instructor and
Rae, who married Judy Hodgins of Austin. Marjorie
passed away in 1963.
Charlie and Anne continue to live on the farm.
Charlie specialized in raising Hereford cattle and
horses. The boys continue to do this. Bill has a
P.M. U. operation and Don helps him with this endeavour. Ken and Russ continue to raise cattle and
grow crops such as potatoes, sunflowers and grain.
Joan is currently living and working at Bar 5 Simmental Breeders at Douglas, and Bonnie is a legal
secretary in Brandon.
Anne's business of hobby ceramics is an added
interest in the district.
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The Carritt home and view to the east, 1906.

gland, met him in Winnipeg, where they were married. Their home became a centre for the district,
with Anglican church services held there by visiting
ministers, and music lessons taught there by Miss
Blanche Bates. Mrs. Carritt was small of body, but
large of spirit, and settled down happily to a life
much more rugged than the one to which she was
accustomed. Mrs. Carritt had been a children's governess in England, and her love for, and understanding of young people made her a very popular person
in the district. Several English people made it their
"home-away-from-home" when they were new to
the country. They joined in the district parties, which
were held from home to home and provided a social
life for the pioneers.
Joe Carritt will be remembered for the Perc heron
horses he raised and for the improved quality of
horses in the district through the use of his registered
stallion which was travelled on the road for him by
Thomas Jeffrey.
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Carritt had six children Kathleen, Helen (Nellie), Charlie, Mae, Mary and
Marjorie. In 1910, the family returned to England to
visit for the winter. While they were there, a flu
epidemic claimed the lives of Mrs. Carritt's mother

Carmichael
by Anne Carritt
James Carmichael, his wife Helen (nee
McKeowen) and their family of twelve came to Canada from Dungiven, Derry, in Northern Ireland. Most
ofthe family settled in Toronto, Ontario, but George,
Bert, Sam and Jean came to Manitoba and farmed for
a time on the west half of 24-10-12.
George married Dolly Badley of Arizona, and
they farmed in the Pleasant Point district. They had
four children: June, Alma, William and Barbara.
George died in 1958.
Bert and Sam moved to the MacGregor district
and farmed there for a few years before moving to
Harte, where Bert married Mrs. Smart.
Sam married Bertha Hall of Binscarth. They have

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Carritt and Kathleen.
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two daughters, Moira (Mrs. Robert Carradice of
Elkhorn) and Janice (Mrs. David Minkus of
Neepawa). In 1975, Mr. and Mrs. Sam Carmichael
retired, and now live in Carberry.
Jean married 1. R. MacGregor of the Melvin
district. They had two children, Helen and Douglas.
Mrs. MacGregor moved to MacGregor where she
died about 1960.

William Carswell
by Pearl DeAthe with information from Mae
Hill
William Carswell came to Arizona from the Carberry district. Bill as he was known, was married
twice. His first wife, Evaline (Porter) died in 1915.
They had one daughter, Vera. She was raised by her
aunt and uncle. Mr. and Mrs. Ben Bennett.
A few years later, Bill Carswell married Renie
Porter, a sister of his first wife. They resided in
Arizona a few years and then retired to Sidney in
1944. In 1952 they moved to Carberry. Bill passed
away a few years later and was buried in Carberry
Cemetery. His wife resides now in Fairview Home in
Brandon.
Vera married Bill Kerega, a railway man. They
lived several years at Atikokin, Ontario. Now they
are retired and live in Thunder Bay. They have no
children.

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Cheney's wedding picture 1902.

mined to turn around and go right back to England.
However, she had no money for the fare and neither
did Sam, so she HAD to stay. It wasn't what one
would call a wonderful start for married life, but in
time she came to accept her lot and proved herself to
be a good wife for Sam. She may have been the real
head of the house! Sam didn't seem to mind and he
started a herd of black Galloway cattle, which was his
pride and joy. He also raised huge black Orpington
hens. They had guinea fowl, which could be heard
screeching when anyone was near. Sam's father came
out from England and lived with them the rest of his
days, helping around the farm. As far as crops went
Sam wasn't much of a farmer, but he sowed a bit of
rye, and wheat, and "alfar-alfar" (alfalfa) for the
cattle, and horses. Although he never made much
money, he managed to live off the land as gardening
was his favorite occupation.
Sam was a kind man and a good neighbour. He
also became the amateur "vet" for the neighbours.
He would go to help anyone who was having trouble
with sick cows, pigs or horses, often staying up most
of the night if necessary.
His sense of humour was a bit odd and came out
in jokes or tricks he liked to play on his friends.
About a mile away lived the Johnny McGregor family. They had twelve children. Sam was really fond of
young folk and he loved to tease, so he got into the
habit of visiting the McGregors every Sunday morning. The three smallest girls weren't too pleased
when Sam was determined to kiss them on every trip
to their house, and they did their best to get away. He

Simon and Adelaide Cheney
by Marjorie Williams - next door neighbour
for 21 years
Simon Cheney, or Sam as he was generally
known, was born March 18, 1867 in the village of
Toproft, in County Norfolk, England. As a young
man he emigrated to Canada in March, 1892, to seek
his fortune. He worked for farmers in the Burnside
and Sidney districts for a couple of years, and then he
went back to England. The pull of the new country
must have been strong because in 1896 he was on his
way back. This time, he established himself on a
farm in the Arizona district, on the SW quarter of
1-10-12, where Earl Kilfoyle now lives. On his way to
the farm, he bought a team of horses and a buggy in
Carberry and started his long drive across country.
He stopped at the home of Billie and Martha
Williams for dinner, and Martha gave him a clucking
hen and a setting of eggs to start his poultry flock. He
had help from the Schneiders to build a small cottage
of only two rooms. Some might call it a shack, but
Sam thought it was adequate.
In 1902, he persuaded his girl friend, Adelaide
Cobb of Ipswich, England, to travel out to Canada
and marry him. She came and they were married, but
when she arrived at her future home, she was deter55

was an odd looking man with red hair and a bushy
moustache so that when he chased the girls, they
were terrified. He always brought a bag with him,
and he said he intended to take a girl home in it. So,
Shaddy, Elsie and Edna McGregor were determined
he wasn't ever going to get them in a bag or kiss them
either. When he came, often the girls would have
disappeared completely, but when it was rainy and
they had to stay in the house, it was Sam's tum to
have some fun. At times the fights got pretty rough
and once at least, Mrs. McGregor had to pull the
three girls off Sam, as they had him down. That day
he went home with a few scratches, but he probably
thought it was great fun. He talked about those girls
all his life, and told stories of the fun he had with
them.

gave him a rocky, bumpy ride around the place. Lots
of fun!
Mrs. Cheney was also quite a character, with
definite ideas of her own on every subject. She
thought people never needed to go to bed if they were
sick. It was merely a sign of laziness and they would
get better just as fast, if they would "just keep pottin'
around". She wore "pinnies", made simply with a
hole for the head, short sleeves and straight fronts
and back, over all her dresses. She washed and
ironed every Monday, and had it finished by afternoon. Anyone who didn't do the same wasn't a good
housekeeper and anyone who left clothes on the line
over night was really wierd! When she died at the age
of seventy-nine years in 1951, Sam was like a ship
without a rudder, but his gardening kept him going
and he did love people to visit him. The ladies in
town kept an eye on him. On his birthday they would
take a cake along and have a celebration. Howard
Thorn was very good to him, and helped him when
he had business to attend to. Bette Thorn, now Bette
Craig, he watched grow up from a babe, thus she was
a particular favorite. Lena Beswitherick, Lila Hood
and many country friends visited him regularly so he
wasn't too lonesome. Going to the post office for the
mail each day was a highlight, as the postmaster,
Harry De Athe was a good friend who connived with
Sam to tell some tall tales and have some jokes on
those who came in.
Sam died on October 4, 1959, at the age of
ninety-two years after a short illness. No-one will
forget the rain that poured down the day of his funerai, or the difficulty of reaching the cemetery. That
was the year the rain turned to snow which heaped in
banks, and never did go away, giving us the earliest
winter ever, as well as the longest. But in Sam Cheney, Sidney had lost a unique character - a personality which no one who knew him well will ever
forget. He lives on in our memories. They were both
true pioneers, who took whatever came and did their
best. We honour them for their persistence and hard
work, for making us laugh, and just for being interesting people.

Financially, Sam and his wife often had a battle to
keep the wolf from the door, but they kept going and
finally they decided to retire. They had a sale in 1938.
He bought a cottage in Sidney from the Lintotts, and
since there was plenty of land for a garden Sam began
a second career of the "Best Gardener" in town. He
had to have his seeds in and his garden up before
anyone else, and he usually did. He loved flowers
and grew gladioli, peonies, and delphiniums, among
others. He was a pioneer of sorts, he would experiment. He tried to grow new strains of potatoes by
planting the real seed pod of the potato and nursing
the plants along each year, hoping to find a better
potato. He did the same with gladioli and would with
great patience plant the tiny corms, and look after
them year after year until he had a regular sized bulb.
He and his wife both welcomed visitors and always
they would have the tour of the gardens and look at
everything he was growing. He was generous and
often slipped a gift of vegetables or flowers for the
visitor to take home. He fancied himself as a winemaker, and tried making wine out of hips, dandelions
and beets, among other things. Clare Williams, his
next door neighbour in Sidney, used to cut his hair
and trim his moustache. In return for this service,
Sam would give him a drink of beet wine. Clare had
trouble getting it down at times, and was dismayed
when Sam would insist on another glass. No wonder
Clare let his hair get long in between cuts, for he
didn't dare insult Sam by refusing the payment.

Mr. and Mrs. William Clapham
by Pearl DeAthe with information from Mary
Waring
Mr. and Mrs. Clapham farmed in the Rae district
from 1912 until they bought Arley Farm from Thomas
Zachery in 1930. They did not move immediately as
the farm was rented to Bill Benton until 1932. Mr.
Clapham allowed the lease to run out before moving
to their new home. They found a great difference in
the land and farming practices in Arizona. The Rae
farm was a good grain and stock farm with natural

One day, after Mrs. Cheney had died, his old
friends, the McGregor girls, now married and living
far away came to see Sam. He was delighted and
treated them royally, even to pouring the beet wine
generously. They were smart though, and when Sam
wasn't looked managed to water all his house plants
with wine. Then to get even with him for some of his
teasing, they loaded him up in a wheelbarrow and
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England in 1889. Mr. Cowley was employed by A. C.
Sharpley, and they lived in a house across the road
from the Sharpley home. Mrs. Cowley became ill on
the boat coming over, and died in 1892. She was the
first person buried in the Sidney cemetery. There
seems to be no record of who raised Flossie, who, at
that time, would be four years old. She died in
Carberry in 1912. Mr. Cowley homesteaded on S.W.
6-10-12, where he lived until 1908, when he sold his
farm to 1. W. Carritt. He then moved to Carberry,
where he was employed by the C.P.R., at the crossover diamond where the C. N. and C. P. rails crossed.
He died in 1923 and is buried in the Sidney cemetery
beside his wife and daughter. Although it is many
years since Mr. Cowley left the district, the farm is
still known as the Cowley place, and a strange hilly
formation on it, filled with spruce and juniper, is
known far and wide as the Cowley hill.

shelter for the cattle in winter. At Arley Farm the land
was light, quack grass and Russian thistle were
weeds they were not accustomed to handling. The
livestock had to be stabled in winter. Mr. and Mrs.
Clapham went from beef cattle to a milking herd and
shipped cream. There were several buildings on the
Arley Farm and these made good facilities for pigs
and chickens. They raised both in large quantities. It
was a struggle to pay for a farm in the thirties. Mr.
and Mrs. Clapham had one daughter, Mary. She
married Tom Waring.
Mr. Clapham died in 1950. Mrs. Clapham sold
the farm to a Mr. McKenzie of Portage who had his
son-in-law operate the farm. Mrs. Clapham remarried and became Mrs. Wyndom Thick. They lived in
Holland until 1960 when he too passed away. Mrs.
Thick, now in her ninety-seventh year still retains the

The Creasy Family
by Lionel Creasy
James Creasy was born in Molk Sohn, Suffolk
County, England. He married Elizabeth Jane Goodenham of Monesoden, Suffolk, (Elizabeth's family
had lived in the same house since the fourteenth
century and descendents continue to live there today). James and Elizabeth came to Canada in 1888
and purchased S.W. 33-10-13 W. in the Melbourne
district from Mary Alcock. In 1904, they sold their
farm to James and Fred Creasy and retired to Sidney
where they spent the rest of their lives.
James and Elizabeth's children were: William
Goddenham who homesteaded S.E. 6-10-12 North
Cypress, and later owned the livery barn in Austin.
In 1906, William died of typhoid fever. He was thirtyfive years of age.
Frederick married Elizabeth Ross and they lived
in Portage la Prairie. They had six children; Gerald,
Ross, Elizabeth, Walter, George and Dorothy.
Edith married Thomas Zachery of Arizona. Their
children were Evelyn, Harry and Gladys.
Alfred John (Jack) purchased S.E. 11-10-13 North
Cypress from George Thorn in 1913. The Soldier
Settlement Board then purchased it and re-sold it to
Jack's nephew, Ernest Creasy, in 1920. Jack later
owned N.W. 28-10-12 North Norfolk, which he sold
to David and Edward Stephenson. Jack's last business was the lumber yard he operated in Sidney until
his death in a hand car accident between Sidney and
Melbourne in 1914.
Sarah died in England at age six of typhoid fever.
Charles Lionel married Jane Stella, daughter of
Alex and Marion Graham of Melbourne. Charles was
a grain buyer in Sidney for many years before he

Charlie Cowley at the controls of the cross-over diamond at
CNR and CPR junction.

gracious and dignified mannerisms of bygone years.
She resides in the Carberry Personal Care Home.

Cooper
by Anne Carritt
Harry Cooper came to Canada with Ned Probert,
Sharpleys and Tom and Harry North. He homesteaded on N.W. 7-10-12, and built a two story log
house there. His brother Brian and sister Julie came
to Canada to stay with him. Julie married Ned Probert, they had two daughters; Daisy and Dorothy. She
and her son died at his birth. Her sister, Jenny had
come from England to stay with Julie, and after
Julie's death, accompanied Ned and the two little
girls back to England. She later returned to Canada
with her brother Wallace, who went on to live in
Alberta. Jenny stayed in Manitoba and married
George Edkins. She died in 1956.

Charley Cowley
by Anne Carritt
Charlie Cowley, his wife Emily Jane, and their
daughter Flossie came to Canada from Lincolnshire,
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retired to Lucky Lake, Saskatchewan. He resided in
Lucky Lake until his death.
Charles and Jane had six children. Beatrice (Mrs.
Harold Tabor of Toronto, Ontario) was a director of
the Victorian Order of Nurses. Beatrice died in 1961.
Ray married Margaret Kellett and raised one son,
Jack.
Kathleen married Trevor Benedict from Lucky
Lake, Saskatchewan where he had a lumber business. They had three children; Graham, Charles and
Marion.
Marjorie married Melvin Lambert of Welwyn,
Saskatchewan. They later moved to Carberry where
Mel worked for "Good Roads" until his retirement.
They raised two children, Trevor and Jean.
Jack Creasy married Mary Elton of Welwyn,
Saskatchewan. Jack was a medical doctor and practiced at Tisdale, Saskatchewan and in Winnipeg until
his death in 1951. They had three children, Janet Lee,
Robert and David.
Ernest was the only member of the family to
remain in the Arizona area. He married Mae Pearl
Outhwaite and they farmed on the east half 11-10-13
North Cypress.
Ernest went overseas in World War 1. He spent his
eighteenth birthday in the trenches in France and his
twenty-first after his return to Canada. Ernie was
very musical and could play the banjo and violin. He
played with many other local musicians such as Sam
Muirhead of Carberry, Dugald Beswitherick and in
an orchestra with Mae Bennett, Bill Benton, and
Fred Peck. Ernest always encouraged his family to
play musical instruments and at one time had a small
band which contained three of his children. Ernest
loved hockey and baseball. He was a member of a
Castle Point team that won a memorial cup.
Ernest and Mae raised their seven children on the
farm (11-10-13) until 1951 when they sold their farm
to Bryden De' Athe and moved to a farm near Wellwood. Ernest farmed until his death in 1976. His
children were the fourth generation to be raised in
this area. Their children were Wilbert, Robert,
Keith, Kay, Lionel, Sharon and Richard.
Wilbert James served in World War II from 1940
to 1946 where he was in active service in France,
Belgium and Germany. Wilbert married Bernice
Long and they live in Winnipeg where he works for
the city of Winnipeg. Their seven children are, Linda, Ernest, James, Peggy, David, Arden and Valerie.
Robert Hart married Eileen Watt. He also fought
in the second World War. He was in Sicily and mainland Italy and later with the troops occupying Germany. He returned to Canada in 1947. Bob is now
very active in the Royal Canadian Legion and helps
promote minor sports and other events. Bob and

Eileen's children are, James, Jean, Allan, Lome,
Brian, Janice, Patricia, Glen, and Brenda.
Ernest Keith (Keith) married Ann Leopky of
Arden. He was very sports minded and had the pleasure of seeing his eldest son, Ray, play hockey professionally. Keith and Ann raised four children, Ray,
Debbie, May and Kenneth in Winnipeg. Keith died
in 1977.
Kay Francis became a school teacher and taught
in Pleasant Point, Langruth and East Kildonan, Winnipeg. She was an accomplished piano player, played
at local events for many years, and gave music lessons in Carberry. Kay married Lawrence Bickford of
Worby and they raised three children, Richard, Jody
and Shelly.
Lionel Charles married Margaret May Baker of
Sidney. They farm 21-10-12 North Norfolk. Following family traditions, Lionel is also a musician and
plays the piano and accordion. He has had the pleasure of playing for several anniversary dances for the
same people his father had played for, for their weddings thirty and forty years earlier. Lionel and May
raised four children and all are living in Arizona.
Rocky Lionel married Connie Houle adopted
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Henderson of Edrens.
Rocky and Connie have their own home on Lionel's
farm. Rocky works at Carnation Foods in Carberry.
Randy Ernest George married Dixie Balcunias,
of Firdale. Randy also works for Carnations Foods.
He and Dixie and their son Lionel Leonard also
reside on the farm. Little Lionel has the distinction of
being the sixth generation of Creasys to live near
Arizona. He is also a descendent of James Paisley and
John Outhwaite, pioneers of Arizona in the 1880's.
Shane and Jane live with their parents. Shane has
finished school and works at Carnation Foods with
his brothers. Shane enjoys music and plays the piano.
Jane attends Carberry Collegiate and also plays
the piano and sings. She is a member of the Sidney
United Church Choir and sings at local functions.
Ernest and Mae's youngest daughter, Sharon,
married Gerald Neale of Stockton where he is employed. They had three children, Dale, Jolene, and
Darrel. Darrel was adopted by Sharon and Gerald
after his parents Joan (Gerald's sister) and Ken Willis
were tragically killed in a car accident.
Richard (Butch) is the youngest of Ernest and
Mae's children. He is also an accomplished pianist
and violinst having taken music lessons for fourteen
years. Butch has taken part in many musical occasions including old time fiddler's contests. He married Connie Miller from Stockton and they made
their home in Brandon. Butch is a piano tuner by
trade.
Thus, the family tree started by James and Eliz58

naIl and George Hyde, with Mrs. A. Roberts as
Secretary Treasurer. This committee was instrumental in having the original Arizona school demolished
and having it replaced with a school purchased from
the Linwood School district.
Our daughter Lois (Mrs. Ralph Soltys) is presently living at Churchbridge, Saskatchewan and has a
family of two. The children are; Tammy Rae, age
five years and Levy Burton, age one year.
Our son Bruce and wife Lynda and son Joshua
James, age one year, are presently living at
McKenzie, British Columbia.
Marion and myself are presently living in Winnipeg. However, we have purchased some property
south of Austin known as ''Antler Acres" and hope to
renew acquaintances with friends still residing in the
Arizona district.

abeth Creasy has grown and spread to include six
generations since 1889.

William Crowder
by Mary Peck
Mr. and Mrs. William Crowder emigrated from
England in the early 1900's and settled on what is
known as the Gatley place. After they left that farm
their log house was temporarily used as the Melvin
School when it burned down.
Their new home on N .E. 27-10-12 was a comfortable frame building known as "The Hermitage".
Though, far off the main road, the children of the
community enjoyed congregating in this childless,
but friendly home for sing-songs. While Beatrice
Peck pumped away at the organ, Mrs. Crowder
played the concertina.
Mabel Peck still remembers the added enjoyment
when Flossie Greenslade came from Portage and
helped out at the farm. The former neighbours of the
Crowders still remember them as fine community
builders during the period of approximately
1906-1912 after which time they returned to England
to resume village life again.

Dawshka
by Anne Carritt
Nickolas Dawska, his wife Maria, three children
and his mother, Anna Dawshka, came to Canada
from Poland in 1929. Nick first worked near Pratt.
About 1935 they moved to 14-10-13. In 1938 they
bought 23-10-13, where they lived and raised registered Hereford cattle until 1958, when they sold out
to Ron Calvert. They already owned N.W.l4-1O-14
near Carberry, so Mr. and Mrs. Dawshka, now living
alone, moved and made their home there. Nick
farmed until his death in 1969. Mrs. Dawshka lived
on at the farm for a few years. Later she lived with her
daughter Sophie in Winnipeg until her death in 1974.
Although Mrs. Anna Dawshka never learned to
speak English, she enjoyed Canadian life and, like
Nick and Mary, really appreciated the freedom
which we take for granted; while she helped with the
garden, the housework and her grandchildren. She
died in 1955.
Nick and Mary's children were:
Constantine who lived in Winnipeg and drove a
city transit bus. He and his wife Judy had four children; Charles, Ronald, David and Pdtricia. Con died
in 1974.
Marie is Mrs. T. Sigurdson of Winnipeg.
Sophia, a school teacher, taught in Arizona in
1945-46. Then she attended university to become a
social worker. Sophie is now Mrs. R. Yaeger of
Winnipeg.
Karl, who was born in Canada attended school at
Arizona for two years. He was a social worker with
the Children's Aid Society in Portage la Prairie. He
and his wife had two children. Karl died in 1969.

Amos Currie Family
by Amos Currie
My first association with the Arizona district was
when I obtained a permanent trackman's position on
the Arizona Section in October of 1948, working
under John Kufflick, track maintenance foreman. I
left Arizona that same year and worked at various
locations on the Main line of the Canadian National
Railways until April, 1953. Marion, Lois, Bruce and
myself returned to the Arizona district, and moved
into the house owned by Lawrence Bickford until the
fall of that year, at which time we moved into the
Micklewright place owned by Roger Sharpley. We
lived there until I purchased a house at Harte Manitoba. We had it moved to a location east of Ross
Bickford's shop, onto three acres of land purchased
from E. Beswitherick.
Marion looked after the store for Jock Lunn on
numerous occasions when" Jock" felt it necessary to
take a day off or when he had to purchase supplies
from Brandon.
Lois started school at Arizona in 1956 and Bruce
started at Arizona in 1958 and took Grades 1-8 and
1-6 respectively until the time we moved to Melville,
Saskatchewan in 1964. They completed their education in Melville.
I was elected to the position of school trustee on
which I served for a period of time. Other members
of the trustee committee during the above period
were "Jock" Lunn, Robert Stephenson, Ernie Bag-

The DeAthe Family
by Claire DeAthe
George DeAthe of Walsal, England immigrated
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and cleaned the church until her final illness forced
her to give it up.
Harry died in 1961 after a short illness and Jean in
1978.
Several children were born to Jean and Harry.
The three who survived infancy were: Bryden Joseph
who married Pearl Goudy and lives in the Langley
district. Maurice James married Gertrude Schmidt of
Griswold and they live in Arizona. Inez Eleanor
became Mrs. David Morley of Vancouver, British
Columbia.
Bryden spent most of his childhood in Sidney.
His interest in horses was evident. He spent hours
watching the teams which came into town, especially
the fiery ones. Times were hard when Bryden was a
boy, so like many other children, he helped earn the
family's living. He carried wood and water and did
other chores for neighbours. He turned the few cents
he made into the household funds. Bryden became
great friends with two old gentlemen; Charlie and
Sam Babb. Bryden helped the Babbs and in return
had the use of the Babb horses to get the wood his
family needed.
Bryden quit school at fifteen and went to work.
His first employers were several farmers around
Sidney. He was a proud man when he bought Molly
and Dolly his first team of horses. Bryden was then
sixteen years old.
Bryden married Pearl daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Wilmot Goudy on Rememberance Day 1940. Their
first home was at the Younie place they had rented
from George Thorn. Money was scarce so Bryden
cut wood and sold it to buy the groceries they needed.
The days of horse-drawn equipment were limited. In 1946, Bryden sold enough cattle to pay cash
for a new John Deere A. R. tractor. At that time, cows
were an unheard of thirty cents per pound.
The first child, Douglas Bryden, arrived in 1950.
When he was almost two, the DeAthes purchased
Ernie Creasy's farm N.E. 11-10-13 North Cypress.
When the family moved in November, 30,1951 there
was a foot of snow on the ground.
It was a good feeling to have their own land, and
they set to work making it as profitable as they could.
Bryden had the yard leveled and built a barn and outbuildings. The house was renovated as time and
finances permitted.
In 1952 Maurice, Bryden's brother, purchased a
combine. Bryden made a swather from a ten foot
binder. That fall they combined the wheat but not
trusting this modern miracle, harvested the oats with
the binder and threshing machine. Almost enough
profit was made on the wheat to pay the farm off.
Beverley Dianne was born on November 15,
1953. The little family was complete.

The De'Athe Family 1980. Back Row: Left to Right: Doug,
Claire. Centre Row: Bryden, Sharon and Pearl. Front: Baby
Signe.

to Canada in 1906. He found employment and a
loving home with the Tommy Stephensons in Arizona. In 1909, he was joined by his fifteen year old
brother Joseph Henry, who became known as Harry.
Harry, at five feet, four inches, was not tall but he
was wiry and of an indomitable spirit. He worked for
Tommy Stephenson and Duncan McIntyre until he
and George obtained a farm of their own in the
Pleasant Point district. Several years of bad crops
encouraged the brothers to disband the partnership
and Harry worked for other farmers and the Canadian National Railway.
In 1919 Harry married Jane Anne (Jean) McIntyre, one of Duncan McIntyre's daughters. The couple set up housekeeping in the neighboring district of
Melbourne. After this Jean and Harry lived in Arizona for four or five years until they moved to Sidney.
Harry, who had studied bookkeeping in England,
took over the Sidney Post Office in the early thirties.
Harry was an avid reader of non fiction and loved
gardening. He spent much time and thought growing
and improving his vegetable garden. Potatoes were
his specialty.
Jean was a good housekeeper and even in her
senior years enjoyed wallpapering. She loved family
celebrations and would spend hours decorating the
house and baking a large variety of delicacies. In
later years, her roses and grandchildren gave her
great pleasure. Jean was a staunch supporter of the
Sidney Pentecostal Church. She played for services
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Bryden had always used purebred Hereford bulls
and by the 1950's, his herd almost completely carried
Hereford traits. He bought his first registered cows in
1964. Despite the pressure of late to crossbreed,
Bryden felt there would always be a place for good
Herefords.
Though a quiet retiring man, Bryden has led an
active life. He is always'~ready to improve the land.
He was a member of the "Save the Soil" organization started by Vern McNair when he was agricultural
representative at Carberry in the fifties. At that time
soil erosion was rampant in the sandy soil.
Doug became a member of the Sidney 4-H Beef
Calf Club. When a leader was needed, Bryden filled
the gap and continued for about ten years. Both
Bryden and Pearl thoroughly enjoyed the years their
children were in 4-H and remember them as among
their happiest.
Pearl is a homemaker in every sense of the word.
From her mother she inherited a talent for needlework and a love of flowers and gardening. Some of
her most notable plants are the ferns that decorate her
home. Her work is done quickly and efficiently.
Doug and Bev remember many things their
mother has done to help them on their journey to
adulthood. These varied from warm hugs to firm
words and even to applications of the flyswatter.
When the children came home from school, Pearl
would have a treat of fresh baking waiting for them.
She drove miles taking Bev to music lessons and
sat for untold hours at music festivals and recitals. It

degree in voice from Western Board of Music and a
scholarship towards further education.
Bev married Stuart Murray, son of Mr. and Mrs.
George Murray of Brandon, in the summer of 1977.
Stuart also a teacher is involved in drama and theatre
production. He and Bev work together on many of
their projects.
Doug has always lived in Arizona. He was an
active boy who loved being outdoors. As his Goudy
forefathers, he has an instinctive understanding of
mechanics and electronics. As a young child, when
he went to fairs, he spent all his time in the machinery
displays. Doug was a member ofthe Sidney 4-H Beef
Calf Club for ten years. He learned a lot and his work
was rewarded. In 1968 he showed the Grand Champion 4-H calf at the Red River Exhibition. He won a
4-H trip to Michigan in 1967.
When Doug quit school he went into partnership
on the farm with Bryden. In October 1971, Doug
married Claire Dianne Elmhirst, daughter of Jack and
Inga Elmhirst of Melhourne. Bryden and Pearl built a
new house and Doug and Claire set up house-keeping
in the old one.
Though Doug has a herd of cattle, machinery and
grain growing are his major interest. Doug is now
trying several special crops. In the spring of 1975,
Doug joined the Manitoba Team Roping Association. He roped off his fifteen year old saddle horse,
Buddy. Buddy is a small horse of about twelve hands.
Never the less, he carried Doug to the Provincial
Team Roping finals in Brandon. Doug and Buddy
placed third. Doug roped on the provincial circuit for
three years but increasing farm responsibilities encouraged him to relinquish his membership.
Claire graduated from Brandon General Hospital
School of Nursing. She practised nursing in Brandon, mostly on the pediatric ward, until her marriage. She worked in MacGregor Hospital for three
years and in Carberry Hospital for the next five.
Claire is fond of meeting people and especially
relating to children and older folk. She is happy to be
living on a farm again. Claire is an outdoor person
and is fond of riding horseback and working with
livestock.
Doug and Claire adopted their first daughter,
Sharon Marie, in December 1976. Sharon was eleven
days old. Since her arrival, Sharon has been a great
source of joy to her parents.
Signe Dianne (Siggie) was born in Carberry Hospital March 2, 1980. As an eighteen month old toddler, she's already showing signs of inheriting her
fathers happy mischievous nature.
Many changes have occurred since 1909 when
Harry DeAthe first saw these hills. One can only

is little wonder Bev still values her mother's opinion
on music performances. Pearl was a member when
the Arizona Women's Organization was reorganized.
A staunch supporter, she has helped develop many of
their projects. She was chairman for three years and
always has new ideas for the group.
Today "Grandpa Bryden" and "Grandma Pearl"
are very important people in the lives of two little
girls. Grandpa can usually find time to answer questions and push the swing. As for Grandma, she's still
found baking cookies and providing juice for small
visitors.
Beverley grew from a little girl, who loved teaching her kittens, playing the piano, and singing. She
was a member of the Sidney 4-H Beef calf club and
won several awards, including a trip to Minnesota,
U.S.A. Bev was educated in Langley and Carberry
schools and spent four years at Brandon University
studying music. She graduated in 1975 with a Bachelor of Music degree. Since 1976 she has worked for
the Tiger Hills School Division as a classroom teacher for the first year and since as division choral and
elementary music supervisor. In 1980 Bev received a
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Saskatchewan; she got her education in the Coot Hill
School district. After finishing her education, she
worked her way to a full time position in Jacobson's
Studio in Souris. Gertrude worked in many aspects
of photography including photo-finishing, dark
room work, and also coloring. She worked with
Maurice's sister Inez who introduced Gertrude to her
future husband.
Their two children, Rodney and Cheryl, attended
Arizona School and went there until the closing of the
school in June of 1968. They were then bussed to the
Austin Elementary and Junior High and then to MacGregor Collegiate where they both graduated in
1979.
Rodney has had many interesting job experiences
since leaving school. He worked one year for CKX
Television in Brandon, Manitoba then left there to
work for Capital Accounting out of Winnipeg. He is
now presently employed as a welder at Metals Industries in Brandon where he is also living.
After leaving school, Cheryl received a position
in Safeway in Brandon, and later went on to work for
Portage Mutual Insurance in Portage la Prairie. She is
now secretary at Carberry Transfer Ltd. and lives in
Carberry, Manitoba.
During the years, there have been many enjoyable outings which we will all remember. A special
one to all of us was our trip to British Columbia in
July, 1976. We had a memorable two week holiday in
which we visited many friends and relatives camping
out along the way.
Due to a heart attack in the fall of 1980, Maurice
was hospitalized for six weeks during harvest time.
Brydon and Doug De' Athe, Jack Elmhirst, Lome
and Laurie Clark, Fred Peck, George and Jim MacGregor, Brad Williams, Wiebe brothers and Chris
Gregg (an exchange student from Australia who
stayed with Doug) all helped harvest the crop, lifting
a great load from us. For this we are grateful to our
community and the closeness that is maintained
within it.

wonder what will transpire during the lives of his
great grandchildren.

Maurice De' Athe
by Gertie DeAthe
Maurice De'Athe, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry
De' Athe, Sidney, Manitoba, spent his boyhood years
in Sidney, where he received his education. At the
age of nineteen, he joined the Canadian Army on
November 2, 1942. He took his advanced training in
Shilo, Manitoba and then a three month drivers mechanics course at Woodstock, Ontario. After leaving
Woodstock, he received his Motor Mechanics Diploma in Winnipeg. On June 5, 1944 he went overseas
where he served as a private with the 4th Armoured
Division. He was wounded in action on September
14, 1944 and admitted to the 4th Canadian General
Hospital in England. After six months in the hospital, he returned to the Royal Canadian Army Service
Corps, where being a tradesman, he served as a
Motor Mechanic. Being issued an honorable discharge in March of 1946, he returned home from
overseas.
In the spring of 1946, Maurice began his farming

Maurice and Gertie Oe'Athe, Rodney and Cheryl.

career by working for Fred Peck until the spring of
1948. Maurice and Charlie Bredin then left for Hay
River, Alberta where they worked on road construction. They returned home late that fall and the
spring of 1949, Maurice worked the Langley farm
while living with Mr. and Mrs. Brydon De' Athe. He
then purchased the Ironside Farm where he bached
for a number of years. In the fall of 1958, he moved
from the Langley district to his present farm S.E.
sec. 17-10-12 in the Arizona district.
On April 25, 1959, Maurice married Gertrude
Schmidt of Souris, Manitoba, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Rudolf Schmidt of Griswold, Manitoba.
Gertrude's childhood days were spent in Wapella,

Down
by the family
The first record of the Down Family goes back to
a Captain Down who served with Wellington and lost
a leg at the Battle of Waterloo. After that he married a
daughter of his employer, the current Lord Northcote. The Northcotes were not too pleased about the
match and the young couple eloped. Their son was
named William Northcote Down and was born in the
country of Devonshire in England. He inherited
some of the Northcote money and used it to bring his
wife to Canada about 1857. They settled on a homestead north of the present city of Oshawa. Since he
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The W. Wesley Down Family. Back row I. to r.: Elda, Jennie, Frank, Rosetta, Mr. Down, James. Front row: Mrs. Down, Annie, Ray,
Herbert.

Liza Jane Nesbitt of Lindsay, Ontario. In 1917 they
moved to a farm on the outskirts of Holland, Manitoba where they lived until Mr. Down died in 1943
and Mrs. Down died in 1952.
Mr. Down was nearly 40 years in municipal life
in North Norfolk, South Cypress and Victoria municipalities. He was also many years on the school
board and in Agricultural society work. He was a life
member of the United Church and a veteran in the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows.

knew nothing about farming, he picked a very poor
farm which is no longer cultivated and is again growing up in trees as it was 120 years ago. Here at
Blackstock, his family of 3 sons, James, Wesley
(born 1860), Edward, and 5 daughters, Elizabeth,
Sophia, Ella, Priscilla and Nellie were born.
William Wesley Down, along with his brothers
James and Edward came to Portage in 1883. His
widowed father, W. N. Down, and five sisters came
soon afterwards. William Northcote Down and part
of his family settled at Carberry and moved to Old
Holland in 1866. They later moved to Glenboro. He
married twice more to Mary Anne Murray who died
in 1905 and to Anne Foster who died in 1913. Mr.
Down died in May of 1913 at the age of 82 years. He,
two of his wives and his daughters Elizabeth (Mrs.
Dunsmore) and Sophia (Mrs. Dixon Garnett) are
buried in Glencoe cemetery as is his son William
Wesley Down.
William Wesley Down married Mary Parkinson
at Portage la Prairie in 1886. Mary Parkinson was
born in Tuswater, Ontario in 1865. They settled at
Sydney where Rosetta, Jennie, Elda and William
Roy were born. Annie and Franklin were born at
Arizona, Manitoba and in 1899 they moved to Glenboro where James, Herbert and Minnie were born. In
1910 Mary Down died and in 1914 Mr. Down married

Rosetta - 1887-1967. Married William 1. Trimble in 1906 at Glenboro. In the spring of 1918 they
moved to Tisdale, Saskatchewan and settled on a
farm nine miles north. Although they had no children
of their own, they took and raised Robert and Ellen
Steel when their mother died in 1943.
Jane Edna - 1889-1913. Was a teacher and was
never married. She drowned tragically in 1913.
Elda Laurel-1890-1932. Never married. Graduated as a nurse from the St. Boniface Hospital. Her
death occurred while she was working at the hospital
in Tisdale and she is buried in the cemetery there.
William Roy - 1892-1958. Married Florence
Humphreys at Holland in 1919. They moved to the
Runciman district north of Tisdale. They had four
daughters, Jean, Muriel, Marion and Shirley. Mrs.
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Down now lives in Tisdale with her sister Phobe
Humphreys.
Annie Priscilla-1893-1966. A teacher, married
Elgin Rusk at Holland in 1917. They farmed at Glenboro, Holland and Treheme before moving to the
village of Treheme in 1949. They had a family of 10
children, Norman, Donald, John (deceased 1928),
Evelyn, William, Margaret, Pearl, Rhoda, Doris and
Patricia.
Edward Franklin -1896-1917. Unmarried. Was
a teacher. He was killed on active duty overseas in the
First World War.
James Wesley - 1899-1978. Served overseas in
the first World War. Following discharge he went to
the Tisdale, Saskatchewan district where he was a
successful farmer. He married Edith Herbert at
Tisdale in 1928. They had five children, Isobel,
James, Kathleen, Betty Joan and Glen. After the
death of his first wife, Jim remarried to Billie Allan
(Lamb) in 1967. She survives him.
John Herbert - 1901-1963. Was a farmer, never
married. He lived at home and cared for his aging
parents until their death. He lived most of his life at
Holland.
Mary Ella Sophia - 1903-1943. Was a teacher.
Married Andrew Steel at Holland in 1929. They had
five children, Mary, Wesley, Andrew, Robert (Barry)
and Ellen.
Wm. Wesley Down and his second wife adopted
a daughter, Eulah. She married Francis Tamblyn and
resides with him in Winnipeg.

Wm. and Mary Jane Dunton.

Arthur, Herbert, Orsen, Marion-Louise, Edith and
Stephen. The girls married local men and the boys
took homesteads in the district.
William Dunton and his wife Mary Jane lived on
S.E. quarter of 17-10-12. Their home was a popular
place for the young people of the district to gather.
William died February 5, 1913 at the age of eighty
years. His wife Mary Jane died in 1916. Their final
resting place was in Sidney cemetery.
Lillian married William Raynor. They had no
children. She passed away June 2, 1924 after sixtyfour years of life.
James homesteaded the S. W. quarter of 18-10-13.
He married Ellen Small. She passed away October
18, 1905 at the age of nineteen years, of typhoid
fever. There were no children. After baching alone

Lyle Duncan
by Pearl DeAthe with information from Eva
Duncan

Lyle Duncan and his wife Eva (nee Manns of
Firdale) came to Arizona in April of 1940. They lived
on SE quarter 17-10-12 for three years and left in
1943. Before coming to the district they had lived
three years at Petrel. Their eldest son, Clarence, was
born there. Two more sons were born while at Arizona; Murray and Glen in 1941 and 1943 respectively. They now live in Carberry where five more
children were born, Sharon, Linus, Larry, Earle and
Lisa.
Clarence lives in Brandon and Murray and Glen
both reside in Carberry.

Dunton Family
by Pearl DeAthe with information from Oscar
Dunton and Irene Calvert
The Dunton family came to Arizona from East
York Township in County York, Ontario. William
and son James came out first in 1888. The rest of the
family followed at a later date. There were nine
children: Mary Jane Adeline (Eliza), Lillian, James,

Jim and Nellie Dunton.
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for a number of years he went to live with his brother
Stephen, who was also a bachelor. In the spring of
1939 he left Manitoba to make his home on Vancouver Island. James worked for a time there until he
retired. He was buried at the Coast.
Herbert homesteaded the north quarter of
12-10-13. He married Christine Godfrey of
Melbourne. They had two sons: Godfrey and Fred.
The family lived on section 35-10-13 where they
farmed a number of years. After their auction sale,
Herbert took his family to Victoria, British Columbia, where he worked in the shipyards until his retirement. His sons married and they have resided at the
Coast. He was buried there.

Orson Dunton.

They lived for a few years on the S. W. quarter of
10-10-12. They moved to a small district called Regild, near McDonald. Eliza and Tom had seven children: Thomas, Herbert, Lillian, Ethel, John, Gordon
and Lorna. All the children have passed away except
Lorna, (Mrs. Carl Hastings of Regild). Eliza died
February 12,1915 at thirty-two years. She was buried
at Burnside. Tom Paisley married again and raised
two more children.
Marion Louise (Minnie) never married, she lived
at home and took care of her parents until her death in
October of 1911.
Stephen had homesteaded in Victoria Municipality. He lived with his parents until they passed
away. He never married. He had the misfortune to
have his house bum down. Steve lived with his brother James while a new house was being built, later
James moved in with Steve. They batched together
until they left Arizona in the spring of 1939. Steve
went with James to the Coast. He retired there and is
buried there.
Arthur was born October 27, 1870 in Ontario. He
farmed with his parents until he was married on
January 5, 1898 to Charlotte Fell, daughter of George
and Arma Fell of Lancashire, England. They continued to farm in Ontal io for five years before coming to Arizona to join the rest of the family. Arthur
had made a trip or two to Mantioba on the harvest
specials. He and his wife came to stay in 1903. Their
land was partly broken. It had a little shanty for a
house and a log bam. In those early years they were
able to haul their grain to the grain cars on the railway
siding at Arizona. Filling railway cars by hand was
very hard work as there were no augers in those days.
A few years later they were able to build a new home
with lumber from British Columbia.
The Arizona community was well established by
this time. There was a school, church, Forrester's
Hall, railway and station, blacksmith shop, store and
post office. Arthur and his wife took an active part in
the community. Charlotte belonged to the women's
groups and helped with all the events in the district.
They retired to Sidney. Arthur passed away in 1947
and Charlotte in 1958. There were seven children

Herb Dunton.

Orsen married a girl whose first name was
Agnes. No one seems to remember the surname.
They farmed and Orsen also had a Deering machine
dealership in Sidney. He disposed of it when he
enlisted in the first World War and went overseas.
Agnes had the misfortune to fall while skating, she
was hospitalized and died three years later as a result
of injuries sustained from the fall. When Orsen returned from the war his wife had died; he left Sidney
and went to California to make his home there.
Edith married Edward Joseph Sweet. He was an
Englishman who had come to Canada at the age of
sixteen. Like many others he never returned to his
native country. They raised five children: Irene, Eva,
Sam, Wilfred and Phyllis. Irene is the only one living
nearby, at Carberry. She became Mrs. Ernest Calvert. They farmed for some time in the Elsmere
district, until their retirement when they moved to
Carberry. Ernest died in September of 1981. They
have three children: Eileen living in Calgary, and
Glen and Harold residing at the Coast. Eva had three
children: Jean, David and John. They all live in
Alberta. Sam had one son Douglas. They also reside
in Alberta. Wilfred remained a bachelor. Phyllis was
married but died young.
Eliza married Tom Paisley of Arizona in 1899.
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twisting sandhill roads standing up with our bare toes
dug into the horse's back. Our mother insisted that we
ride bareback for fear of getting caught in the stirrup
and being dragged to death.
Mother, Mrs. Durward, born Euphemia MacFarlane in Scotland, in 1887, had been a governess in
Glamis Castle there before immigrating to Canada.
She was pretty strict but woold deprive herself of
every luxury so that we could get an education. She
was determined, above all else, that we become educated, and she always maintained that the devil
would find work for idle hands; she saw to it that we
were never idle. A couple of the family members had
better looking noses than others. She always said,
"He has a Queen's nose. " We used to look at pictures
of Queen Victoria and the other homely old Queens
in the history books and think, "Gosh, her nose is not
so hot. " Later, as we got older we discovered that her
mother's name had been "Queen" and that that family had had nice noses. She died in June 1944.
Our father, Charles Durward, was also born in
Scotland in 1882. He was a good natured, fun loving
person whom we could all twist around our little
fingers. In the depression, when nickles were scarce,
every time he went anywhere he always brought us a
bag of candies. He was an extremely hard workerusing the horses until they were tired and then returning to the field to stook until midnight. A neighbour
who imitated the bagpipes on his violin could bring
him out of the dark fields on the run. Dad accompanied us to the local dances on cold winter nights, as
otherwise we would not have been allowed to go, or
got out of bed to put our horses away when we came
home late, or if it were especially cold. We had lots to
eat during the depression as the old dirt cellar was
filled to the brim with vegetables in the bins, newspaper-wrapped cabbages hanging from the ceiling,
barrels of assorted types of apples, ten pound pails of
honey and syrup, and hundred pound sacks of both
brown and white sugar. All the staples had to be
bought in the fall because we usually went on horse
back for little things in the winter. We would carry a
twelve-dozen crate of eggs on horseback down to
Pratt store in exchange for the extras. Some of those
trips were mighty cold, but as long as we had a horse,
we were happy to make the trip.
Our father's big and only outing of the year was
the Robbie Bums Stag attended by all the old Scots of
the area. He'd come home loaded with "risque"
stories to tell Mother. We used to listen over the
bannister. I still remember some of them.
When he got his first brand new model T Ford in
1917, he was going down a hill, when 10, and behold,
he saw a couple of ladies in a buggy just ahead! He
stood up and pulled for all he was worth on the

born; five died in early childhood leaving two boys,
Harvey and Oscar. The boys grew up on the farm,
driving four miles to school at Arizona. Their education was completed in Sidney. Harvey worked for the
C.P.R. as a section man. He married Marion
Williams of Sidney, daughter of Joe and Libby
Williams. They lived in the station and looked after
the express for a number of years. The C.P.R. closed
the station and discontinued express service, so they
moved to a house of their own. Marion passed away
in 1965. They had no children. Harvey lived alone
until his passing in 1973. Oscar stayed on the farm for
a while after finishing school, helping his parents.
He married Jane Brown (Jenny), daughter of William
and Marion Brown of Sidney. They farmed a few
years on their own, until Oscar took up truck driving;
an occupation he continued until his health forced
him to retire. Oscar and Jenny had one son William
(Bill). He worked for a number of years as brakeman
on the C.P.R. When the company became more
mechanized many jobs were eliminated. Bill felt his
future with the railway was uncertain so he took
employment with the city of Brandon as a policeman. He married Jean Hollingsworth, daughter of
Philip and Jennie Hollingsworth of Brandon. They
have three sons: Rodney, Brent, and Eric. They all
reside in Brandon. Oscar and Jenny are living in
Sidney, enjoying their garden and their grandchildren.

Durward
by Alanna Saunders
Half way between the Great Carlton and Arizona
Schools, on the Arizona Road, lived the Durwards.
The neighbours used to say, "Here comes the Durward cavalry" , as the six of us thundered down that
dirt road. We all rode horseback long before we went
to school, and a special feat was to gallop through the

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Durward and Bill.
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steering wheel, yelling, "Whoa! Whoa! Whoa!" He
never lived that down.
Our parents met and married in Canada and their
first farm was at Petrel, in partnership with Kenny
Chisholm. Then they moved to the Billie Brown farm
just west of Arizona. Walter, their first son was born
there in 1914. He died accidentally when he was two
and one half years old.
Bill, the second arrival was born in 1916, just
after Mother's brother William, who had spent some
time on the farm with them before going overseas in
W. W.! , was reported killed in action. Bill worked
hard on the farm, sacrificing a lot of schooling to do
so. He has a natural mechanical ability and has been
working in that field all his life. He built his own little
red "bug" in the 30's out of several old cars and we
went to dances far and near. As many as could hang
on were welcome to come along. We could go if we
pressed his clothes and had a clean shirt ready for him
when he came in from the field. Bill joined the
Service Corps of the Army in W. W.II and again put
his mechanical ability to good use. Upon his return
he married Winnifred McKay of Niagara Falls. She
passed away six years ago leaving five children:
Norman owns and runs a furniture business in
Niagara Falls. He and Barbara have two children.
Debbie owns a dry-cleaning business in Palm
Springs, California.
Donna, with husband Jim, lives in Niagara Falls.
Stewart and Gordon have careers in British Columbia.
When Bill comes to Manitoba to visit now, he and
Harvey Robinson are the only two left out of the old
gang including Jack Borley, Jim Menzies, and Harry
Peck. Bill has always owned and operated a service
station in Niagara Falls.
Marguerite was born September 20, 1918 and is
married to Lloyd Willis, and has had a full and varied
life. Besides her life at Triple Oak Ranch, the old
Willis homestead, she has had a very successful
career as a teacher in both Manitoba and British
Columbia. She began teaching at Great Carlton and
finished at MacGregor Collegiate. She has a Bachelor of Arts degree and a Bachelor of Education from
the University of Manitoba. She holds a private pilot's licence and is at present selling real estate in
Salmon Arm, B.C.
Marguerite and Lloyd have three daughters.
Joyce Rampton B.Ed., who lives near Ottawa and is
married to a geologist, Dr. Vern Rampton. They have
three children:- Shannon, who excels as a student
and at speed skating. Joey's forte is hockey, and
Kevin is a born comedian. School is very important
to all of them.
Lorraine Makinson, graduated from Success

Business College. She and her husband Campbell,
who is district supervisor with Manitoba Hydro at
Pilot Mound, own and operate a car-wash and laundromat-drycleaning establishments. They are active
in promoting sports in the area. Their son, Daryl is an
outstanding hockey player. They also have a daughter, Leanne, but I don't know her claim to fame. She
must have some - besides her looks.
Judy, and her husband George Mack of Triple
Oak Ranch are mostly interested in raising beef cattle
and Quarter Horses. In the summer they operate
camps where urban girls, ten to sixteen, learn horsemanship and country living in a deluxe camp which
boasts a beautiful pool and miles and miles of trails
for riding. Judy has Bronze Cross Life Saving
qualifications. George holds a commercial pilot's
licence with a helicopter endorsement. He uses his
Cessna 182 to locate cattle and horses on the Ranch,
as well as for his own transportation. Their children
are Garret, Dana and Paula. Paula, whose middle
name is "Jean" is their "natural" on a horse.
Isabel (Alanna Saunders) was born March 24,
1921, married Joe Mayers. While he was overseas in
W.W. II she was an inspector on Bofor Anti-Aircraft
guns in Hamilton, Ontario, working for the British
Government. They have two sons:- Dan and Ted.
Dan, who married Jo Anne Moore of Cartwright, is
designer and sales representative for Lawson Business Forms in Calgary. He and JoAnne have two little
girls. Joleyne (Jolie) who is six, takes lessons injazz,
swimming, skating, and belongs to Brownies, and
Dana, who is four and loves her many dolls. They are
the writer's pride and joy and we all go swirling down
the snow covered hills on those round, plastic flying
saucers. Sleighs and toboggans prove too tame. Danny obtained a B.A. in Graphic Arts and Physical
Education in Bimidji, North Dakota. JoAnne is a
legal secretary but sticks to her promise to herself
that she will not work while the children are small.
Ted married Peggy Thomson of Kelowna, B.C.
Ted has a B.A. from Ottawa University and Peggy is
an R. N. He has his own landscaping business and a
new baby girl, Meghan, born Sept. 6, 1981. He took
a year off, bought a sailing vessel in Boston, and
sailed for a year in the warm southern waters. He
came back happy and broke, and started over again.
Their mother, Alanna, received her B.A. from Ottawa University in 1967. She married Claude Saunders there in 1966. He died of cancer in 1977. She has
now retired and has taken up downhill skiing for her
retirement pleasure. She enjoys those beautiful snow
covered Rocky Mountains at Banff, Sunshine and
Lake Louise. Both her sons and their wives also ski.
Thelma was born July 20, 1924, and married
Charlie Willis. She is an operating room technician
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in Brandon General Hospital. She has always had a
special interest in horses, devoting all her spare time
to them. She loves the Carberry Hills with a passion,
and she expressed that love in a poem made for a
speech at a function put on by the Woodberry Riding
Club of Carberry.

nie and Arthur and their two children Darwin and
Jody.
Kathy married Larry Penner of Glenboro. They
grow a large acreage of potatoes. Kathy is gifted with
a lovely singing voice. They have two lovely girlsAmy and Lindsay.
Jim, born March 28, 1928, married Enid Morris,
B.Sc., of Austin. Jim has been with the C.P.R. for 37
years. He has worked his way up, holding every
position of maintenance that exists, until now he is
Supervisor of the Maintenance of Way from Thunder
Bay, Ontario to Revelstoke, B.C. They reside in
Winnipeg and have one son, Jamie. Jamie married
Cheryl Deacon, and works in insurance in Vancouver. Jim and Enid also had a daughter Mavis, who
is a supervisor in a medical laboratory in Winnipeg.
Mavis and her husband Charlie Hall, have two little
boys, Graeme and Tyler. The proud grandparents Jim
and Enid - have taken up Alpine skiing instead of
sitting in rocking chairs. The Rockies proved too
tame last winter, so this year they plan to ski for a
week at Fairmont in the Kootenay Mountains of B. C.
Jean was born March 7,1930. Our beautiful baby
sister was killed in a car accident in September 1954,
on her way home to be married. At that time she was
working in the Hudson's Bay Store in Winnipeg.
Many thanks to Anne and Ben Collier for opening
their home to her, following our Mother's death.
I guess family characteristics don't change. We
were all together, fifty-five of us, at a reunion at
Triple Oak Ranch during the summer of 1981. It was
the first time since 1954 that we had all been together.
All the cousins, most of whom had never seen each
other, came from far and wide, and we had a super
four-day weekend, ending with a delicious banquet
in the Arizona Hall catered by the Arizona Women's
Organization.
We discovered that we had really been quite an
active and versatile family. We reverted to our young
days and went for long trail rides on horseback, swam
in the pool, talked of our experiences: skiing, flying,
and riding clubs and decided that Mum's training
concerning idleness had really reaped rich rewards.

"These hills are mine, as far as I can see
As far as blue horizons rim a free
Unfettered sweep of green and fertile land.
These hills - I stand aloft and in command
Of all this vast domain, each shrub and tree.
Oh, never has a deed assigned to me
And never was demanded any fee,
And yet, these rolling hills on which I stand,
These hills are mine.
This wild estate was never meant to be
Controlled and dominated by law's decree.
But here, the flow of time's eternal sand
Drifts smoothly as the day all this was planned.
And, in my soul I sing on bended knee
These hills are mine. "
Thelma and Charlie had 'six children: Heather,
Grant, Kenny, Laurel, Arthur and Kathy. Heather
and her husband Everett Ray of Paradise Hill, Sask.
raise Thoroughbreds, and are beginning to make
quite a name for themselves at the race track.
Grant; who is ajourneyman electrician, has spent
several years in the North working on large scale
projects for the oil companies. He married Irene
Forsythe of Brandon and they live there with their
two daughters, Sherri and Karen.
Kenny, who married Joan Neal of Carberry was
embarking on a career as a jockey at Assiniboine
Downs, when he and his wife were killed in a car
accident, leaving their baby son, Daryl.
Laurel is married to a lieutenant-commander in
the U.S. Marines, Glen Sicks. Their home is in
Hawaii but at present they are in Japan where Glen is
inspecting ships being built for the U .S. Navy. Laurel
is a journalist, presently teaching English to the Japanese.
Arthur was nicknamed "Hunter" because he was
born during hunting season. He married Bonnie
Rathwell of Argyle, Manitoba. Arthur worked for
the C.P.R. for 15 years, and now is employed as a
boiler-maker. Bonnie and Arthur moved from their
home in Brandon and bought the old Zachary place,
a mile east of Harvey Robinsons farm. That place
brings a sense of nostalgia to the Durwards. We
played there when the Zackary's from Holland were
children living there. Then we visited when Mr. and
Mrs. Clapham and Mary lived there. Then came
Buster and Mona Benton - and now our own Bon-

Robert Edgar
by Alice Bodnarchuk
Robert Harold Edgar was born September, 1893
at Burghead, Morrayshire, Scotland. He was the son
of a tailor. He had three brothers and two sisters.
In 1911, at the age of seventeen, he left his native
Scotland to join his brother George in Manitoba, in
the district known as Melvin.
The first summer he was employed at different
farms, spending his first winter working for A. 1.
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From Left to Right: Alex McLennan, Robert Harold Edgar, and
George Edgar 1912..

Michie. Robert helped his brother George break up
the land on the S.E. 25-10-12.
War broke out in 1914 and George and Robert
went to enlist. George went overseas, where he died
of wounds in 1918. Robert was not accepted and
remained on the farm.
In 1920 he married Olive Irene Thomson of the
Ravenshoe District. Their family included two
daughters; Catherine and Alice.
Robert and Olive retired from farming to live in
Austin in 1948. That same year, daughter Alice married Walter John Bodnarchuk of Rathwell, Manitoba
and they took over the home farm, where they have
farmed for thirty years. They still reside on the farm.
They have two children: Donna Marie and Douglas
Edgar. Douglas married Shannon Lynne Borton of
MacGregor, Manitoba in 1978. They have one son,
Chad Douglas.
Douglas is now working the home farm and resides in MacGregor, Manitoba. Douglas is also employed at the Agricultural Museum at Austin.
Donna Marie taught at the Business College in
Brandon and in 1974 married Terrance Wayne Smith
?fEdrans, Manitoba. They reside in Neepawa, ManItoba. They have one daughter Tannis Nadene.
. Rob~rt Edgar passed away in 1979 at the age of
eIghty-fIve years. His wife Olive still resides at their
home in Austin.

Mrs. Bill Edkins, in 1903.

in 1890 from Derby, Derbyshire, England. Before
coming to Canada, Mr. Edkins had been employed
for two years in railroad shops, and three years as
caretaker in a large school. At first he stayed in
Portage, where his brother Arthur had a market
garden. While there, he met William Cuthbert, who
had a farm on N.W. 30-10-11. William and family
came out to the Austin district to work for him. He
homesteaded on N.E. 30-10-11; a bush quarter with
quite a few hills. The land closer to Austin was
almost all settled and was very wet, but Mr. Edkins'
hills were high and dry. The only open ground was on
hillsides, so they dug out a flat space on a hillside and
built a "shanty", a small log building with a shed
roof, where they lived for five years, until they got
level ground cleared. They then built a two story log
house and other buildings. Later, they replaced the
log house with a two story frame house. Their son
William, was born in 1896. The children attended
Great Carleton School.
George married Jenny Cooper, an English girl
who came to Canada to stay with her sister, Mrs. Ned
Probert. He homesteaded on N.E. 20-10-11, and
later moved to S.E. 19-10-11. He died in 1946 and
Jenny in 1956.
Annie married Arthur Hillis of Pratt. They had
seven children: Edith (Mrs. Warland Cathcart of
Neepawa), Arthur of Lake Lenore, Saskatchewan,
Alice (Mrs. Don Makinson of Austin), Albert of
Claresholm Alberta, Freda of Portage, Mary in Win-

Edkins
by Anne Carritt with information from Bill

Edkins
William Edkins, his wife Hannah, son George
and two year old daughter Annie, arrived in Canada
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Army for the First World War. He and his bride,
Violet, returned to Arizona after the War and lived on
what was known as the Paisley farm, (NW 1-10-12).
Later, the house was torn down by Mr. Tom Routley
and son, Ken, and rebuilt in Sidney.
Mr. and Mrs. Elliott built a new home on the SE
2-10-12 land which is now owned by Murray McIntyre. The house remodeled, may be at Blairs, and
lived in by Glen Blair.
Mr. and Mrs. Elliott lived here till around 1928
and then moved to Carberry. They had two children:
Peter and Cicily. Mrs. Elliott returned to England in
the early thirties to live with her sister. Mr. Elliott
later bought what was known as the Pratt Store. Then
he sold out in the early forties to Mr. Jim Hilland. Mr.
Elliott spent his last years living in Austin with Mr.
Joe Robinson and family and passed away in 1952.
His wife passed away in 1953 in England.

Henry Enns and Family
by the family
Henry Enns moved with his family from southern Manitoba to Arizona in 1954. Six of his children
atte'nded Arizona School. These children were: Jake,
Harry, Anne, Marie, John, Linda and Peter. The
three older girls, Helen, Betty and Katie were all
members of the sewing club and did exquisite work
(as did their mother). They lived on 17-10-12, on what
was originally the Dunton place.
In 1957 they moved to the 7-10-11, (the former
Zachary place). The children attended Spruce Hills
School while they lived there.
From Arizona, the Enns moved to Boissevain;
then purchased a nine quarter section farm at Nin~a.
Mr. and Mrs. Enns retired to Morden, leavmg
three boys on the farm. From Morden, Mr. and Mrs.
Enns went to Winkler. Henry died in June 1980. Mrs.
Enns still lives in Winkler. Her daughters Linda and
Betty are nurses in Morden. Helen is Mrs. Sawatsky
and lives at Keyes.
Katie lives in MacGregor, she is Mrs. Ed Friesen.
Both Helen and Katie have children who are married.
The three boys on the farm, Harry, John and Raymond run a dairy of one hundred and forty one cows,
along with a mixed farming operation.
Anne Marie was crippled by polio as a child. She
worked for an insurance company in Los Angeles,
California for some years. She has now returned to
Winnipeg and works for the same company.
Jake works in Winnipeg.

Bill Edkins, 1919 in the 16th Queen's Scottish Regiment.

nipeg and Helen in Edmonton. Annie Hillis now
lives in Austin.
William's home was on S.E. 19-10-11. He
served overseas with the regiment in the first World
War.
Mr. Edkins Sr. kept a diary, and it tells of a way of
life which is forgotten by us today. As there were few
livestock and poultry, it was important to see that the
clucky hen was set on eggs (for next fall's chickens),
and that the milk cow was taken to be bred. There was
no artificial insemination in those days, and only the
farmer with several cows could afford to keep a bull.
Mr. Edkins had a "Brantford" binder to cut his wheat
crop in 1891. Mrs. Edkins drove the two o~en o.n the
binder, while Mr. Edkins stooked. Mr. Edkms dIed at
the farm in 1931 and Mrs. Edkins in 1938. Both are
buried in the Austin cemetery. Bill continued to live
on the farm until 1942. He is one of our few surviving
people who can remember what his parents told him
about the country when it was being settled. At that
time, there was a family living on every quarter along
the Arizona road. Later, as some families moved
away, their land was bought by neighbors.
Bill served overseas in the first War in the 16th
Queen's Scottish Regiment.

The Elliott Family
by Harvey Robinson
Mr. Harry Elliott came to Canada from England
and worked in the Arizona district for Mr. Bob Beswitherick, Mr. Joe Robinson and Mr. Tom Zackary.
He returned to England in 1914 and joined the British

The Louis Erickson Family
by Ron Erickson
Louis Erickson was born in Sweden in 1890. He
came to America when he was six months old with
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his Mother and Dad, two brothers and five sisters.
They settled in the State of North Dakota. After his
Dad died, he moved to Northern Saskatchewan to
homestead.
Mary Hanna was born in 1898 and was raised in
the Katrime District of Manitoba. Later she moved to
Saskatchewan where she took up a homestead and
met and married Louis.
The Erickson family, Louis, Mary and sons Clarence, Earl, Ronald and David settled in the Arizona
district in the fall of 1950. They purchased the south
half section 1-10-13, commonly known as the
Mickelwright farm, from the Creasys.
Clarence had already finished school. Earl, Ron,
and Dave completed their grades in the "red brick"
Arizona school house.
The house the Erickson family live in was built
around 1928, from used materials salvaged when a
boarding house in Sidney was tom down. Their old
wood burning cook stove, purchased from Mr. Angus Stewart of Pine Creek, was the same stove used in
the boarding house.
Louis died in 1974 and was buried in the Sidney
cemetery.
Mary, retired, still lives with Earl and Ron on the
farm now owned by son Dave and his wife. Dave
married Fay Anderson of Carberry. Dave, Fay and
their three children; Clay, Dean, and Gayle have
resided on the farm since June 1968.

and was discharged in 1952. He now lives in Winnipeg.
George enlisted in the Army in 1941 and was
discharged in 1946, at which time he took up the
family farm. Bruce left for points west in 1948 and
settled near Edmonton. He married Dixie Needles
from Penticton, B. C. They had three boys and one
girl, all still living near Edmonton.
Alice married Leslie Law from Cypress River in
1948. They had four boys and one girl. They lived in
Winnipeg for some time and later they moved to
Lundar to farm. Willie enlisted in the Army in 1951
and served only a short time until he was discharged.
He now lives in Winnipeg.
In 1951 George married Arva, the youngest
daughter of Herb and Mabel Abrey, also of the Southfield district. They had four girls and one boy. The
oldest girl died as an infant.
Nelson died in March of 1949 at the age of sixtyone, and Mabel died in May of 1953 at the age of
sixty-three.

Finlay
by Anne Carritt
Mr. and Mrs. Duncan Finlay and Duncan's brother John lived on 14-10-13 North Cypress. Mr. Finlay
drove the Langley district school van. Finlays and
their children Angu~, Bob and Margaret returned to
Scotland in 1936. John moved to Winnipeg. Bob
served in the army during the war and now lives in
B.C.

The Fenton Family
by Arva and George Fenton

William Goggin

Nelson Fenton and wife Mabel came to the Arizona district in the spring of 1930, from the Castle
Hill district where they lived in the North Cypress
Municipality on the SW quarter of 36-9-13. They
came to the NW quarter of 8-10-12 and lived in a
house known as the "Brick House". They moved
from there in 1935 to the Southfield district, in the
municipality of Victoria on the SW quarter of
23-9-12.
Nelson came to Manitoba in 1911 from Elmira,
Ontario. In 1919 he married Mabel, the youngest
daughter of George Holmes from Cypress River.
They lived at Cypress River from 1919 to 1923 where
George, Henry and Bruce were born. In 1923, they
moved to a place north of the Assiniboine River in the
Victoria Municipality on the NW quarter of 32-8-12,
known as the "John Roubillard" place. They left
there in 1925 and moved to the NE quarter of36-9-13
in the municipality of North Cypress. In 1927 they
moved to the SW 36-9-13. Here Alice their only girl,
was born. Willie was born at the "Brick House" in
the Arizona District, North Norfolk Municipality.
Henry enlisted in the Army in 1940 went overseas

by Pearl DeAthe with information from
Lawrence Stuckey.
The William Goggin family came to Arizona
about 1912. They farmed section 15-10-12 North Norfolk. Mrs. Goggin was Margaret Harkness, who had
come out from Ontario with her family in 1870.
William (Bill as he was known) had worked on
the Assiniboine River barges for the C.P.R. as a
young man. Later he became a successful farmer. He
usually had three outfits in the field at once. There
was no shortage of horses or equipment. He had a
large steam threshing outfit and custom threshed for
many neighbors. At one time the entire farm was
fenced for sheep. Goggin's horses pastured in the
hills now known as Spruce Woods Park, in the winter, as did a great many settlers' horses at that time.
They also ran cattle there in the summer and fenced
large tracts of land to keep them from wandering too
far.
Bill Goggin's enterprises went beyond farming.
In the winter he operated freight lines with horses
hauling fish on Lake Winnipegosis to the railhead at
Winnipegosis. He also was involved with sawmills at
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katchewan with ~is parents in the year of 1901. They
ca~e from O~tano and homesteaded on the prairies.
WIlmot was flfte~n years old at the time and helped
break the land wIth a horse and an ox. The railroad
was through, so they did not have great distances to
go for supplies. Coming from Ontario with all its
beautiful trees, they found the prairies very bleak.
This motivated them to plant trees around their building site. A fine grove resulted and was a land mark in
the district for many years.
Katherine Goudy died in 1904. Wilmot continued
to f~rm ~ith h~s father. In 1916 he married Eva May
Lano. FIve chIldren were born of the union. Grace
(deceased at eighteen months) Margaret Isabell,
Pearl Irene, Calvin Wesley, Donald Webster. George
died in June, 1930.
When the thirties ushered in the drought, that part
of the province looked very grim. Wilmot and his
wife brought their family to Manitoba in 1934. They
settled some distance from McCreary. The children
attended Sunrise School. It was wonderful to fihd
wild fruit at hand, lots of meadows to cut hay for the
livestock and everything green, in comparison to
what they had left.
In 1938 the family moved to Sidney. They lived a
short time on the old McIntyre homestead (se
30-10-12) and then on the Mikall place. (se 19-10-12).
They farmed at Austin three years and also south of
Castle Point. Wilmot retired to the village of Edrans
when poor health made it impossible to continue
farming.
Wilmot Goudy died April, 1956. Eva May, his
wife passed away in November, 1956. They are both
buried in Carberry Cemetery.
Margaret Isabell married Robert Maben of
Sidney and resides in that district. They have four
children: Agnes, Glen, Terry, and Audrey.
Pearl Irene married Bryden DeAthe. They live in
Langley district. They had two children: Douglas and
Beverly.
.
Calvin married Marie Poles, they have no children. They live in Calgary, Alberta.
Donald married Peggy Sager, they raised seven
children: Roy, Shirley, Dianna, Barbara, Arthur, Allan and Randy. They live at Stonewall, Manitoba.
Wilmot left his children with a deep appreciation
of family ties. He loved grain farming and the machinery that made it possible. His mechanical talents
have been passed on to his sons and grandsons.
Eva May was a home maker. She loved her
garden and house plants. She spent untold hours
sewing, knitting, hooking rugs and doing all types of
needlework. Although she endured many hardships,
she bore them cheerfully and courageously.
The Goudy descendants of this union enjoy a

Mrs. William Goggin.

Dauphin and supplied the Carberry Plains with much
of its lumber for houses and barns in the early years.
He was an excellent shot and could bag a goose or
duck from the buggy at very short notice.
Mr. and Mrs. Goggin had three children: Percy,
Charlie, and Myrtle.
Charlie moved to the United States.
Percy went to British Columbia where he married
and raised two daughters. He is now deceased.
Myrtle was born November 12,1897 and married
Arnold Cathcart in 1920. They had two children:
Margaret Myrtle Loraine, born November 9, 1921
and Bryan Douglas born May 12, 1923. Myrtle died
May 18, 1923, just six days after her son was born.
Margaret married Joe Bax on December 30
1944. They have raised five children: Virginia Mari~
(Jenny), Bryan, Wayne, Kenny and Murray. There
are two grandchildren. Margaret died January 30,
1971.
Bryan married Yvonne Leask on March 8, 1950.
They have three children: Carmen, Elaine and Brant.
Bryan and Yvonne have one grandson. They live in
Victoria, British Columbia.

Mr. and Mrs. Wilmot Goudy
by Pearl DeAthe
Wilmot Goudy, son of George and Katherine,
came to the district of Alameda and Frobisher, Sas72

family picnic every summer. It started out in 1962 as
a one day affair and now has become a camping
weekend. This has proven to be a wonderful way to
keep in touch.

vised him to leave the farm and got him into the Blind
Institute in Winnipeg. Ellen was able to work at the
Blind Institute also. The former neighbors received
gifts of wicker work from "Will" for some time
after. Some made a point of buying some of his work
also.
Will eventually died and Ellen decided to go
"home" to England. She corresponded with friends
for a time after.
One thing remembered of their life on the farm
was a crippled hen named Dids, who was kept in the
house. It was a red letter day when "Dids" layed an
egg. A very large brown horse sold at their sale was
afterwards named, "Pat Haines".

Mr. and Mrs. William Haines
by Bessie Bagnall
Mr. and Mrs. Haines were an older English couple who farmed where Pete Loewen lives at present
(1981), on the NE quarter of 36-9-13. They were living there from 1920 till 1922. They were a childless
devoted couple, who also had their differences as the
nearest neighbors would sometimes hear on a still
morning.
They were hospitable and served nice English
cooking. Mrs. Haines (Ellen) seemed to have a quantity of costume jewellery, bits and pieces, which she
would give to a child as a gift. They made ginger beer
which they bottled in stone bottles with spring tops.
Also, they made preserves in pint sized stone jars.
These receptacles were bought at their sale and were
around for a time after. Their "gramophone" was
also bought and one or two records may be around
yet. This was probably one of the first to come after
the cylinder shaped records.
Mr. Haine's sight was failing and it seemed there
could be little done about it. One day, Dr. McCann
from Carberry, an old army doctor, was hunting
prairie chickens around their place and became aware
that William must be going blind. This doctor ad-

John Hall
by Pearl DeAthe with information from Carrie

Hall
John Hall came to Arizona with his three sons.
He was a retired engineer. The sons names were
Wilbur, John and Jim. This family stayed about three
years. Mr. Hall's wife did not care to join him on the
prairies so they all returned to Ontario. They had
brought with them a well broken dray team. Before
departing he sold his team to Sharpleys and his land
to Henry Mickall. John Hall was a brother of William
Hall.

The William Hall Family
by Claire DeAthe with information from Carrie
Hall
William Charles Hall married Margaret Jane Beswitherick September 2, 1886 at Malathan, Ontario.
Mr. Hall moved to Manitoba in the spring of 1892;
Mrs. Hall followed later. She and her two little boys
arrived in Winnipeg on July 1. She had twenty-five
cents in her pocket. The family lived in several
places. First, with her brother, Bob Beswitherick (at
the Jim McIntyre farm) and then in Carberry and
Sidney. On January 23, 1897, they got homestead

The Bill Hall Family.

Mrs. Haines.
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rights to NE 18-10-12. They built a log house and
covered it with a sod roof. Later, Mr. Hall purchased a
quarter of 19-10-12 which adjoined his land.
In some areas land needed clearing of bush and
trees. This was often done in the winter months by a
gang of men. A camp was set up in Mr. Clifford's
bush (probably in the Melvin district): Mr. Hall cut
wood and his enterprising wife boarded some of the
men and did the cooking.
Mrs. Hall led a busy life. Besides raising a family
of eight, she managed to help some of the local
bachelors. Four notables were Charles Bee, Albert
King and Forbes and Billy Ironside. For one dollars
Mrs. Hall would bake a hundred pound sack of flour
into bread. She cooked for the bachelors during
threshing time. Somehow she also found time to do
extra knitting. Ted Willis bought twenty pairs of her
mitts to take to the bush and resold them.
By 1903 the Hall family had outgrown their old
home. Mr. Hall moved his family to vacant buildings
on the Fred Raine place. He and some neighbours got
busy and added a second story to their house complete with a shingled roof.
During the temporary stay at the Raine place,
Mrs. Hall gave birth to Carrie. Midwives in attendance were Mrs. John McIntyre and Mrs. Roseberry.
Mrs. Roseberry was very anxious that the new baby
be named after her daughter Ruby. She sent away the
birth forms naming her Ruby Caroline without the
know ledge of Mr. and Mrs. Hall!
Later, the Hall family moved back to their remodeled home where they lived till 1920. Mr. Hall
was made pathmaster for the road building and maintenance in the area when Joe Robinson was counsellor.
In 1918, Mr. Hall was affected by blood poisoning. He was hospitalized for a few weeks but never
regained full use of his hand. After this, farming was
difficult for him. Willie stayed home and helped for
two years.
When an opportunity to rent the boarding house
in Sidney came in 1920, Mr. and Mrs. Hall took it and
began a new venture. Unfortunately, in 1921, daughter Edith became seriously ill and Mrs. Hall was
needed to nurse her. The boarding house was given
up.
Mr. Hall never retired. He did draying around the
town and was caretaker of the Sidney United Church.
In 1929, fours days after developing pneumonia, Mr.
Hall died. He was sixty-nine years old.
Mrs. Hall continued to live in town. Her health
began to deteriorate in the late 1940's. Carrie, who
still lived at home, assisted her mother until Mrs.
Hall's death August 19, 1951 at the age of 81.
Mrs. Hall was a good example of the resourceful

and hard working women who helped open the west.
She taught her daughters to be good housekeepers.
They are all noted cooks and talented needle women.
Mr. and Mrs. Hall had eight children. George
Henry and William Anthony were born in Ontario.
Edith arrived during their stay in Carberry and the
five younger ones in Arizona. George will be long
remembered in the Sidney, Arizona area. He only
farmed for two or three years and then he and his wife
(Ida Mae Brennan) moved to Sidney. George became
the local "pump man" . He was very good at his work
and could handle either sand points or deep well
systems. Despite the nature of his work George always looked neat, and "half dressed up". Whenever
he had an appreciative audience George could spin
yams and old tales for hours. He took an interest in
photography and was one of the first people in the
area to develop his own pictures. His talents extended to playing the violin and mouth organ.
Ida died in 1963. George continued to work with
wells and pumps until a heart attack slowed him
down. He lived some of his last years with daughter
Pearl Blair and a granddaughter. At his death on May
21, 1979, George was a resident in the Carberry
Personal Care Home.
Ida and George's children are Ivy Baker
(Sidney); Ethel McDonald (Winnipeg); Mildred
O'Brian (Carberry); Roy Hall (Sidney); Pearl Blair
(Souris); and Lawrence Hall (Sidney).
Willie Hall never married. He farmed at Arizona
and Bagot. The last four years of his life were spent
with his sister Mabel at Holland. In 1916, Willie had
an almost fatal experience. He left home at nine a.m.
for a load of wood in the south hills. A blizzard came
up. The horses got off the trail and Willie was lost.
After he got his bearings, he realized he was near
Duncan McGregor's farm in Southfield. One horse
bogged down in a hole and could not be rescued.
Willie unhitched and mounted the other. He got home
at five the next morning. His feet were badly frozen.
Mr. Hall and Forbes Ironside had been out in the
south hills all night looking for him. His mother had
stayed up keeping the fires burning.
Mary Edith (Edith) married Bert Pate of Oxbow,
Saskatchewan February 25, 1914. They farmed in
Oxbow and Glen Ewan, Saskatchewan until they
moved to Sidney in 1921. Later they resided in Portage la Prairie. Mr. Pate passed away in 1971. Edith
continues to live in her own home. One year she took
thirty-three of forty-three prizes at Portage Fair for
home crafts. Manitoba Hydro presented her with a
new electric stove for this achievement and featured
her in the "Hydro" folder one month.
Annie Loretta was the first Hall baby to be born in
Arizona. She married Dougal McGill vary Septem74

ber 23, 1940. They farmed in Longburn for two
years, then moved to Sidney and Carberry. Annie
looked after her home and made many of her clothes
until her death, July 16, 1980.
Ethel Dorothey was born in the summer of 1900.
When she was past four years old, she contacted
spinal meningitis from a neighbour and quickly died.
The other family members, except Mrs. Hall and
baby Carrie were affected.
Ruby Caroline (Carrie) grew up in Arizona. In
1920, when the family moved to Sidney, she worked
at George Drage's Confectionary Store for five
months. A position was open for telephone operator
in Sidney in 1922 and Carrie got the job. Carrie's
familiar voice was heard over the phone until 1968
when the system was changed to dial and she was
transferred to Portage. Until her retirement in 1969,
she was Chief Operations Clerk. Presently, Carrie is
living in Carberry.
Minnie Adeline (Addie) married Jack Brown of
Sidney. The couple resided in Carberry. Jack died in
1953 and Addie in 1968. Crocheting was one of
Addie's many accomplishments. Addie and Jack have
one daughter, Velma Cryderman of Carberry.
Albertha Mabel (Mabel) is the youngest daughter. She worked for Manitoba Telephone System as
an operator in Sidney. She and Harvey O'Brian were
married in 1931 and have resided in Sidney, Holland,
Portage and presently Notre Dame DesLourdes,
Manitoba. The O'Brian children are Raymond (Calgary); Pat Hilliwell (Notre Dame DesLourdes);
Donna (Deceased); Sam (Treherne); Vivian (Deceased); Ralph (Holland); Mervyn (Calgary); and
Diana (Deceased).

Mary and Betty Handyside.

Harburn Family
by Audrey Harburn
Albert Emerson Harburn was born at Harte,
Manitoba the oldest son of Mathew and Priscilla
Harburn. He received his education locally and went
to college in Saskatoon. He worked part time for the
Canadian National Railways and later remained with
them for 45 years. He married Hilda Durrant from
Watford, England and they spent their early married
years at Rivers, ManitoJa, where two sons were
born. Emerson's first job as section foreman began at
Stead, Manitoba. In 1942 the family moved to Arizona, where he worked as section foreman. They
moved to Brandon Junction in 1944 and later to
Carberry, where Emerson retired. Hilda passed away
in 1969 and Emerson in 1976.
Their son Allan received his education in Rivers
and Sidney, and later served in the Canadian Navy
until 1946. He worked for Manitoba Hydro until
September 1980 when he retired. Allan married the
former Audrey Hoglund of Castle Point and they
have a daughter, two sons, and four grandchildren.
Eric, the youngest son, received his education at
Rivers and Arizona schools, and went to Flin Flon to
work for the Hudson Bay Mining and Smelting Co.
Except for a short period with the Canadian Armed
Forces, he has continued with the company and is a
mine superintendent.

Handyside
by Betty and Mary Handyside
Hugh Ronald Handyside, son of Rev. Thomas
and Elizabeth Handyside of North Cockerington,
Lincolnshire, England, came to Canada in 1911. He
was accompanied by Fred Allison and George Parker. Ronald was employed by Mr. Joseph Carritt.
He joined the Canadian Army in 1914 and returned to Canada at the conclusion of the First World
War. In 1921, he married Mary Sharpley. They
farmed at Keyes then returned to Arizona and the
home farm. On February 10, 1926 their twin daughters, Amelia Mary and Elizabeth Matilda were born.
During the Second World War, he was employed
at McDonald Airport. Following the war, he worked
as an orderly in Deer Lodge Hospital for over seventeen years. He then worked in the Nursing Home at
Selkirk until his retirement. He passed away January
14, 1974. Mary Handyside passed away October 8,
1978.
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The Harley Family

Hawkins

by Betty and Mary Handyside

by the family

Mr. and Mrs. Harley lived on the farm which was
later purchased by Mr. Langley. They had a harrowing experience on the way to Manitoba when coming
through the Rainy River area of Ontario. The railway
was flooded! It put the fire out in the train and it was
very cold.
After three of their children died, the Harley's
became disinterested and returned to England.
Mr. Harley was interested in herbs. After they
returned to England, he wrote to ask that snake root,
cherry bark and other plants to be sent to him.

Clifton Hawkins arrived at Sidney, Manitoba in
August of 1946 along with twenty five other men
from Millville, New Brunswick. He went to the
Wrights for the harvest and worked with Lawrence
and Lionel. That fall he went to Alberta, then to
Gifford Station, B. c., where he stayed till April. He
then returned to New Brunswick. He came back in
August of 1948 and worked for the Wrights again.
After harvest was over, he became employed by the
Manitoba Telephone System. This is where he met
Marjorie, youngest daughter of George and Edith
Beswitherick of Sidney. Marj was also employed by
M. T. S. as a switch board operator. Cliff and Marj
were married in May of 1950 and both continued

Mr. Harley.

Harkness
by Pearl DeAthe with information Lawrence
Stuckey
In 1879 the entire family of William Harkness
immigrated to Manitoba.
Family members were: Margaret, wife of
William Goggin, George Gregory, who moved to
Dauphin, married, and raised a family, William who
was killed by lightening near Pleasant Point on October, 1879, Charlotte, who married Benjamin Thomas
Stuckey, Anabella, who married Thomas Ray, and
farmed in the Dauphin area, and John 1. Harkness
who homesteaded NE 2-10-13 North Cypress. It is
not known how long they lived there. The Harkness
family moved on to other occupations and area. The
descendents live in the Carberry and Dauphin districts.

Marjorie and Clifton Hawkins, 1950.

working for M. T. S. and later came to the Arizona
district to work for Marj's uncle, Em Beswitherick
on the Bill Beswitherick farm. After Em's death in
1958, Cliff and Marj took over the farm. They had
two girls and one boy.
Diane (Mrs. Donnie Braacksma) was born
November, 1951; Darlene (Mrs. Gary Barber) was
born August, 1955 and Craig was born June 1962.
Marjorie passed away in May, 1979. Cliff and
Craig are still on the farm. Also, Marj's parents,
George and Edith, at 93 and 90 years of age, have
their own home on Cliff's farm.
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Hendersons

The Hodgins Family

by Gretna McDonald
Mr. and Mrs. John Henderson, nee Mary Bate,
were among the earliest settlers in the Castle Point
district.
John was born in Omeemee, Ontario, in 1853 and
Mary was born in Rochester, New York in 1852.
In 1872 they were married in Rochester, New
York and moved to make their home in Omeemee,
Ontario. Three children were born to them, Annie
and Thomas who were born in Omeemee and Walter
who was born in Rochester. Annie married William
Fee and made her home in Omeemee later moving to
Manitoba. Annie passed away in 1906.
John and Mary moved to the Castle Point district
in Manitoba around the year 1890 and were very
active members in the growing community. Their
homestead was the S.E. 36-9-13. Walter passed away
of diphtheria in 1892 at the age of eleven and the loss
of Walter remained with them the rest of their lives.
Sidney and Myrtle were born in Carberry, Manitoba. Sidney in 1891 and Myrtle in 1893.
Thomas married Ethel Henderson of Omeemee,
Ontario, and made his home in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. He passed away in 1959.
Myrtle married John Gordon Coutts in 1912 and
they lived in Regina, Saskatchewan. Myrtle died in
1957.
Sidney remained on the home farm with his
mother who passed away in 1945 at the age of ninetythree. She had been predeceased by her husband
John in 1925. Sidney died in 1949.
Of true pioneering spirit the Henderson's were
always willing to help their neighbors. Mrs. Henderson acted as midwife at the birth of many of the
neighbors' children and was always available in the
event of any illness or trouble. Her kindness and
generosity is still remembered by so many who were
growing up at that time.
William Henderson, John's brother, came to Castle Point and purchased a homestead on the S.E.
2-10-13. He made his home with Mr. and Mrs. Henderson.

by Evelyn Kilfoyle with information from the
family
Sam and Wilfred Hodgins came west from Ontario as young men to Pratt, Manitoba. After a few
years Sam returned to Ontario for awhile and on his
return to Manitoba he brought his parents with him.
Sam married Sarah Hanley in 1912 and they
adopted Russell several years later.
Wilfred married Jane Wilson of Lundar in 1917
and they had three children: Evelyn, Gordon and
Irene.
Sam and Wilfred with their families moved to the
Arizona district in the fall of 1920. Sam and Sarah
lived in the white house at the comer, known as the
Micklewright house. Wilfred and Janie lived in the
red brick house known as the old Routley place. It
was in this house their youngest daughter, Irene, was
born on October 4, 1921. Incidently the old house
still stands. Wilfred only stayed about three years and
they moved back to the Pratt district. Sam and Sarah
stayed until 1926 or 1927. They moved to Sidney and
then back to Pratt for the remainder of their lives.
Sam died on December 24, 1961. Sarah died in
1940 and they rest in the Sidney cemetery. Russell
lives at the West coast.
Wilfred died May 1, 1968 and Jane died October
2, 1970. they rest in the Austin cemetery. Their
daughters, Evelyn and Irene, both live in MacGregor.
Irene married Ross Anderson and they have one son
Bob and two grandchildren. Ross died in November
1977. Evelyn never married. Gordon lives in North
Bay, Ontario and has a family of five.

Nick and Kate Homenuick
by Bessie Bagnall
Nick and Kate Homenuick came to Arizona in
1926 where Nick took the job of section foreman at
Arizona Station. When they arrived, they had three
daughters: Mary, Annie, and Grace. John and Violet
were born while they were at Arizona.
Kate was industrious and sewed for her family
and grew a large garden. The Homenuicks were good
neighbors and took an interest in the community. The
children all went to school at Arizona. In November,
1940, the Homenuicks went to Rossendale. Later,
Nick quit the railroad as his health was poor. They
had relatives in the United States and. settled in New
Holland, Michigan and resided there till their death.
At last recollection, John and Violet were in New
Holland, Michegan. Anne was in California, Grace
in Toronto, and Mary in Winnipeg.

Henderson
by Anne Carritt
Mr. and Mrs. William Edgar Henderson moved
to 14-10-13 North Cypress in 1920, from Amaranth,
Manitoba. They farmed there for some years until the
death of their only son, who was kicked by a horse,
whereupon they sold this farm and moved north of
Sidney. Later they and their three daughters moved to
the Kelwood district.
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Hudson

salesperson at a Woolworth store. Their three children are Ronnie, Glen and Diana.
Ron is a member of the Calgary city police. He
married Karen Kujala in 1971, and they have one
daughter, Leanna Marie.
Glen is in partnership with his father. He married
Ruth Bryan of Douglas in 1973, they have two children, Sherry Ann and David Allan.
Dianna is a legal secretary in Calgary.

by Pearl DeAthe with information from Emma
Hudson
Elsworth and Emma Hudson and children Cheryl
and Barry, moved to about four miles south of Sidney
(SEY4 19-10-12) in the spring of 1953. They farmed
there until the fall of 1963. Cheryl and Barry took
part in 4-H sewing, gardening and calf clubs. Emma
was a leader for fourteen years; ten at Arizona and
four more in Carberry.
Cheryl married Raymond Orr, formerly of Minnedosa and now of Winnipeg. They have two children; Doug and Shelly. Ray is employed in the City
Hall and Cheryl is a nurse in the Health Science
Centre.
Barry married Marilyn Cox of Carberry. They
have two children; Garnet and Jeri Lynn. They live in
Brandon. Barry is employed by Manco in the refrigeration department. Marilyn works in the Court
House.
Els is sign foreman for the Department of Highways in the Minnedosa area. Em does volunteer duty
in the local care home.

Ironside
by Betty and Mary Handyside
Forbes Ironside arrived in Sidney from Aberdeen, Scotland in 1904. He was employed by Mr.
A. C. Sharpley, until he rented the Willis farm while
the Willis family were away at Pincher Creek, Alberta. He then purchased a farm one half mile south of
Arizona station. He farmed there until the early thirties then he sold out. He next worked in a hotel at
Souris, and at Lac du Bonnet where he later passed
away.
William (Billy) Ironside arrived a few years after
Forbes. He had been a baker in Scotland. He also
worked on the Sharpley farm and later operated a
garage and filling station in Carberry. He bought a
farm in Arizona and continued to farm there until
about 1938 when he opened a general store in Sidney.
He operated this until he became ill. He passed away
June 22, 1958 and was buried in Carberry cemetery.

Hyde
by Anne Carritt
George Hyde, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Hyde of
Pratt, served in the Army in Canada during the Second World War. In 1946 he married Dorothy Dahmer
of Austin. He was employed at the farm of Bill Alton
for seven years. In 1949, they bought ne 8-10-12 in
the Arizona district, where they raised their family,
farmed, and were involved in many community projects. In 1972 they sold their farm to Weibe Bros. of
Pleasant Point and moved to Calgary, Alberta, where
George has a carpentry business and Dorothy is a

Jackson
by Iris Madson
Roland Jackson of Yorkshire, England came to
Canada on his honeymoon in 1908. He was an apprentice at Vickers Machine Works near Sheffield,
England where he met Ernest Waring.
He married Kate Johnston of Wombwell. She
belonged to the Wombwell Operatic Society where

The Jacksons and Warings. From Left to Right: Roland Jackson, Frank Watson, Ernest Waring. Seated: Mrs. Jackson, Iris
and Mrs. Waring.

Dorothy and George Hyde and son Ronald.
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she was their leading soprano. She was also a member of their church choir from childhood to adulthood.
Roland and "Kitty", as she was called, left for
Canada on Friday the thirteenth, 1908 along with
Ernest Waring and her sister Annie Ethel Johnston.
They came to Sidney where they had their first
meal in the boarding house and for the first time they
came in contact with com on the cob. Seeing a table
full of people eating com on the cob came as a shock
to them but they soon learned to enjoy it.
They worked on farms in Arizona until they
rented the Raine farm from 1. Carritt.
Mr. and Mrs. Jackson eventually settled in the
farm which was formerly Nick McDougal's on the
south east end of Jackson's Lake. They had a row
boat, the "Gwen-Iris" , which they used on the lake.
It afforded them much pleasure.
Life on the farm was very different from what
they had been used to in England especially for Mrs.
Jackson and Mrs. Waring. Mrs. Archie McIntyre,
senior, taught Mrs. Jackson how to make her first
cake.
Mrs. Jackson sang occasionally and directed
some plays, but they had more pleasure from the
musical evenings they had at the homes of Mr. and
Mrs. AlfMichie, Mr. and Mrs. 1. Robinson, Mr. and
Mrs. A. Sharpley and Mr. and Mrs. 1. Carritt. The
ladies played the piano and Mr. Michie and Mr.
Jackson sang, Mrs. Jackson sang soprano, Mrs. Waring alto, and Mr. Waring tenor.
They moved to Carberry in 1948 where Mr. Jackson found employment with the Highway Department. Roland was a gifted artist, and his oil paintings
are valued by his relatives and friends. Mr. Jackson
passed away on October 30, 1970 and Mrs. Jackson
passed away earlier in August of 1954. They are both
buried in the Sidney Cemetery.
They had one daughter, Iris Eleanor, a school
teacher. She married Laurence Madson, who served
overseas, in the Armed forces, after the second
World War they lived in Winnipeg. They had five
children, Gail of El Paso Texas; Sandra of Winnipeg;
Carol of Surrey, B.C.; Roland, who was accidently
killed in a hunting accident and Colleen who passed
away from the effects of diabetes.

bours marveled that he had not died of exposure. Mr.
Jobbling was better prepared for the winters to follow. He built himself a little log house with a sod
roof. A canvas hung over the door.
Times were hard but he seemed especially poor.
He lived on bannock made of flour and water. The
smoke from the fire blackened the inside of the house
so much one would think it had been painted. furnishings were very sparse. For a bed, he slept on a
plank and covered himself with buffalo robes. It is
said that the board showed the imprint of his body at
the worn places. This humble abode was shared with
a few chickens, a pony and a cow. The cow and pony
served as transportation. They were hitched together
on a sleigh which he used summer and winter. The
harness was made of twine and rope. In winter he
would be seen with icicles on his long beard.
A women's organization of Sidney heard of Mr.
Jobbling's living conditions and were shocked and
dismayed. They immediately set about providing
him with what they considered essential comforts;
namely a bed and bedding. When it was presented to
him, he thanked them politely and asked them to take
it back. Of course, they would not hear of this so it
remained, never used except by the chickens for a
roost.
Mr. Jobbling had his own code of ethics. He
believed in owing no man and would allow no man to
owe him. He worked by day for the neighbors when
they needed extra help. Each night he collected his
wages. He was just as quick to pay what he owed.
Eventually he sold his land to Mr. John Hall and
went to Winnipeg. He was last seen there. It was
believed that he returned to England. Although "Old
Jobbler" has been away since the early decades of
this century, stories about him are still recounted.

Johnston
by Anne Carritt
William Johnston came with his parents from
Carlton Place, Ontario to the Edrans district in 1895.
As a young man, he was employed in lumber camps,
and as a farm hand. He married Ella Schneider. of
Edrans, who had come with her parents and grandparents from Kitchener, Ontario in 1901. While he
was working for Bill Booth of Austin, they lived on
NE 30-10-12. Later they farmed in the Sight Hill
district, then near Pine Creek.
The Johnstons had four children. Grace married
Norman Hay of Pratt. Their four children are Edith,
Ella, Norma and Frazer. Now a widow Grace lives in
Gladstone. Bob married Joyce Patterson of Helston.
Their four sons are Allen, Andy, Larry and Ken. Bob
lives in Gladstone. Anne married Charlie Carritt of
Sidney. They have six children: Bill, Don, Joan,

George Jobbling
by Pearl DeAthe
Arizona was not without its colorful characters.
Most districts had one kind or another. Ours was an
Englishman, George Jobbling. Many people knew
him as "Old Jobbler". He homesteaded S .E.
20-10-13 in the early 1900's. He spent the first winter
on his land in a shelter built around a tree. Neigh-
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Ken, Russ and Bonnie. Vernon was killed in action in
France in the Second World War, at the age of twentyone years.
Mr. and Mrs. Johnston retired to live in Carberry
in 1962. After Mr. Johnston's death in 1970, Mrs.
Johnston moved to Gladstone.

and wanting to take up farming, we had the opportunity of starting up on George Beswitherick's place
in Arizona. This is the community where we made
our home for many years. In 1947 we purchased Fred
Marnock's farm, north of the school. Brian was born
in 1947 while we were still at Beswithericks. Violet
(1950), Linda (1952) and Donald in 1955 were born
on our own place. Brian and Violet started their
schooling in the Arizona School. Brian's first teacher
was Mary (Wiebe) Peck and Violets first teacher was
Mrs. Willis.
After eleven happy years in this district we had to
pull up stakes. For medical reasons Howard had to
change his occupation. He worked at Shilo for five
years. The family had moved to Carberry on the
boy's tenth and second birthdays (November 18,
1957) Then, in 1966, we went into the general insurance business in Carberry.
We are happy to say that our association with the
friends and neighbors we lived among in the Arizona
district is warmly cherished. Some still are our
friends and some, again, are our neighbors.
Our family has all married. Brian, Blythe, and
their family: Mary Lee, Danny and Tyler, live north
of Carberry in the Petrel district. Donald, Dale, and
their family Ryann and Kyle also live north of town
in the Fairview district. Violet and Bob Lozinsky and
their family Robyn, Shawna and Travis live at St.
Albert in Alberta. Linda and Ron Stansfields and
daughter Kristen live in Dryden, Ontario.

The Albert King Family
'by Winnie Goodrich
Albert Edward King arrived in Canada in the
spring of 1897 at the age of fourteen. He got off the
train at Austin and walked to the farm of Billy
Williams, south of Austin in the Pratt district which
was later known as the farm of Andy Strain. He went
later to the Henderson farm in Castle Hill district. He
took up a homestead and farmed the NE quarter of
31-9-12, in the Municipality of Victoria until 1905.
Ada Eliza Andrews of Kent, England arrived in
February 1913 at Sidney. She worked for Mr. and
Mrs. Bert Calvert at Sidney until March 20, 1913
when she and Albert were married. They had three
children; Evelina, Dorothy and Leonard before Albert joined the 181 Battalion and went overseas in
1916. After the war he returned to farm in the spring
of 1919. They had more children; Winnie, Florence
and Robert who passed away in January, 1935. They
continued farming until 1936, when they left and
took up residence in Brandon. In 1944 they moved to
Carberry, where they lived until the time of his passing in 1965.
Ada never made it back to England after she
arrived here in 1913 until 1966.
Their eldest daughter Evelyn passed away in
South Hampton, Ontario in September, 1975. Dorothy, the second daughter, now lives in Regina, Saskatchewan and their son Leonard lives in Brandon.
Their daughter Winnie lives in Carberry and Florence in Toronto, Ontario.
They have twelve grandchildren and twenty great
grandchildren and one great great granddaughter.
Stanley King came to Canada assisted by his
brother Albert and took up a homestead south of his
brother's farm. He continued living with his brother
and married his brother's hired girl. She already had
one son and they had one son, Douglas, of this
marriage. Stanley went overseas in the same Battalion as Albert, and was killed in France. His son
Douglas lives in Calgary and Mrs. Stanley King lives
with him.

Knelson
by Dora Knelsen
Andreas John was born May 1952 to Jacob and
Helen Knelsen. Andy spent his younger years in
Swift Current Saskatchewan. The family moved to a
farm north of Gladstone in 1965, where Andy attended school. He worked for Strand Steel when the
Carberry Recreational Centre was built in 1970 and at
Carnation Foods, Carberry until September 1972,
when he started working at Castle Point Farms.
Andy married Dora Driedger July 1972.
Dora was born in September 1952 to John and
Katherine Driedger. Her. father farmed in the Rose
Farm district in southern Manitoba. Dora attended
the Rose Farm school. In 1965 the family moved to a
farm two miles north of Austin and she attended the
Austin school for three years. She worked at Carnation Foods in 1971 and 1972.
Andy and Dora have five children, Darrell Andrew born May 1973, Stacey Dwayne born September 1974, Angela Katherine born July 1976, Karen
Elaine born November 1978, and Gregory Mark born
October 1981.
Andy and Dora moved to Arizona in December

Kneeshaw Family
by Elsie Kneeshaw
On January 19, 1946, Howard and myself (Elsie)
were married and we both got our discharge from the
armed services. In looking for an area close to home
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1976 renting the house on Wiebe Brothers farm
N.W.9-1O-12. Andy and his brother Jake bought the
farm in the spring of 1981.

John passed away in January, 1944. Norma
passed away in January, 1981.
Gilbert became a minister and lives in Winnipeg.
He married Bernice Whitehead of Winnipeg and they
have a family of three.
Lamina married Charlie Breden of Firdale. They
lived at Shilo before his death in 1968. Lamina and
Charlie had five children: Errol, Karen, Cheryl,
Marilyn, and Valerie. Lamina is now Mrs. Clarence
Moore, and resides in Carberry.

Kufflicks
by Bessie Bagnall with information from Lena
McPherson
Mr. and Mrs. Kufflick came to Arizona section
house in 1944. There were seven children in the
family and all lived at Arizona. Four attended Arizona school: Lena, Steve, Helen and William.
Frank, Jessie and Anne worked in the district, helping at harvest time or when extra help was needed.
Jessie went to work for the Manitoba Telephone
System in Sidney and later in Portage la Prairie.
Jessie died in 1969.
Frank bought a farm in the Forestville district,
north of Sidney and farmed for a number of years
until his death in 1974.
Anne married Nick Goodz and went to live in
Portage. They had three children: Gary, Allen and
Dianne. Anne was widowed at an early age, she still
lives and works in Portage.
Lena married John McPherson and remained on
their farm in Arizona. They have four children:
Irene, Doug, Elsie, and Don.
Helen married Arthur Clark and lives in Brandon. They had one daughter, Marlene.
Steve resides in Winnipeg. He pursued a career in
electronics and is married with a family of three
daughters: Dorrie, Linda, and Geraldine.
William (Bill) and Steve took over Frank's farm
where they continue to live with their mother. Bill
also works for Safeway and is not married.

Lamb
by Anne Lamb
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Lamb came to Arizona
from Firdale in 1951 where Len was employed as
section foreman. During that time he worked with;
Jim Hellwell, Jimmie Lambert, Amos Currie and
Lionel (Bud) Creasy as well as several others who
stayed only a short time. Len enjoyed curling and
joined in the district sports. He died in 1954.
Anne moved back to Firdale, to make her home
with her mother and brother (Mrs. Anticura and
Walter). In 1955, Anne took up permit teaching at
Pratt. She later completed her high school education
and graduated from teachers training in 1958. Anne
taught for twenty-one years in several schools until
her retirement. Her views on teaching are expressed
thus:
"I sum up my years of teaching as a wonderful
and rewarding experience and would not have missed
it for any other profession. To be a successful teacher
you have to love children and treat each one as an
individual, search and find each one's potential and
treat them accordingly. Each child is a treasure and a
gift from God, and if treated with love, will respond
and the results are tremendous and rewarding beyond
measure."

John Laggo
by Pearl DeAthe with information from Lamina
Moore

Sam Mahon

In early 1900, John Alexander Laggo from Morewood, Ontario came to Manitoba on a harvest excursion along with other men seeking work. He found
work on the farm of Duncan McIntyre in Arizona,
Manitoba. In August 1908 John married Norma
McIntyre. They lived on a farm owned by Robert
Beswitherick which is now owned by Robinsons. A
son, Joseph Albert was born in October 1909 but died
in April 1910. In July 1915, a daughter Lamina Elizabeth was born. A son, Gilbert was born later to
complete the family.
They left the farm for a short time, to return again
to Arizona on the farm of Duncan MacDougal. Many
happy memories are held by the family as they attended activities at church and school. Around 1927
once again the family left the district to live in
Sidney, Manitoba.

by Bessie Bagnell
Samuel Mahon homesteaded SW 24-10-12 in the
Municipality of North Norfolk on the edge of district
of Arizona. Not very much is remembered of him.
He married Annie Stephenson, a daughter of Miles
Stephenson. They had two daughters, Beatrice and
Myrtle. They had moved to Sidney where Sam operated a livery barn. They had one high spirited team of
drivers, which Anne had been warned not to go near.
However, she undertook to feed them one day and
was knocked down and trampled by them and tragically died. Samuel remarried later but had no additional family.
One sister-in-law remembers that he was very
careful with his money. A niece recounts that she
looked forward to his visits in the spring when he
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used to help her mother plant her garden. As a small
girl she and her sisters loved the stories he used to
tell.
He used to work at carpentry after living in
Sidney. He retired to Winnipeg and died there at an
advanced age. His daughters are believed to have
married and gone to live in eastern Canada.

Mrs. Langley was a gifted artist, and several of
her paintings remain in the Arizona district. She was
also a musician, and played her piano beautifully.
She sang at concerts, and accompanied herself on the
guitar. She was a good horsewoman, and Dollie
remembers her riding sidesaddle on a mare that used
to shy and jump.
Mr. and Mrs. Langley had four children - Hugh,
Dollie, Mollie, and Gertie. Despite difficult and the
long distance from school, all the Langley children,
received a good education. This showed the foresight
and dedication of their parents. Mrs. Langley died in
1924, age 54, and Mr. Langley died in 1938, age 85.
Hugh took over the farm from his father. He
raised Belgian horses, a few cattle and a lovely
garden. He could make a beautiful bouquet from one
row of mixed flowers. Hugh was an excellent horseman, and like most farmers of that era, broke and
trained the horses he and his father raised. He was
also quite adept at roping. Hugh was a good neighbor
and could be depended on whenever his friends or the
vet needed help with livestock.
Dollie married Dick Horton, whom she met
while they were both going to Agricultural College in
Winnipeg. They lost a baby son while living at
Mafeking, Manitoba. They farmed at Nobleford,
Alberta, before moving to British Columbia where
Dick worked for Air Canada for twenty-five years.
They now live in Surrey, B.C. They raised four
daughters; Bernice, Shirley, Joyce and Betty (who
died in 1981).

Langley
William Bedam Langley came from Lincolnshire, England in 1889 with his friend, Alfred
Sharpley and they farmed in partnership for four
years. He was previously married in England but his
wife died shortly before he came to Canada. He
brought her little terrier dog over with him. Mr.
Langley had a very kindly nature and was a good and
trusted friend. He bought a quarter section 7-10-12
which he later sold to Alfred C. Sharpley. He homesteaded on SW 12-10-13. He married Alice Elizabeth
Creasy, who had come with her brother, Alfred
Creasy from Molk Sohn, Suffolk County, England.
Mr. Langley had several Indian friends and used
to hunt with them. He raised Clydesdale horses,
Galloway cattle and sheep. He enjoyed reading, especially as he grew older. He was the first permanent
resident in the district, and when a school district was
formed west of Arizona, it was named in his honor.

Bill Langley and his sheep. 1930.

Mollie married John Brennan in Alberta where
John worked on a farm near Carmongay. Later
they lived in Sidney until about 1955, when they
moved to Vancouver, British Columbia where Mollie
operated a boarding home for retired people. Now
widowed, Mollie is retired. Their daughter, Beth,
lives in San Juan, California.
Gertie, a school teacher, married Ted Sims of
MacGregor. He was killed on duty as a policeman in
Winnipeg. They had two boys and one girl, Grant,
Keith and Joan. Gertie died in 1978.

Back Row: Left to Right: Mrs. Bill Langley. Hugh. Front Row:
Baby Gertie. MOllie and Dollie.
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Robert (Bob) Lauder Family

neighbor, but still lives on the farm in the Arizona
district.

by Evelyn Kilfoyle
Robert Lauder was born May 20th, 1899 in Selkirk, Scotland and came to Canada with his parents
in 1907. For a few years the family lived at Sidney
and MacGregor. In 1912 they moved to the Assiniboine Valley, south of Castle Point where they farmed
for thirty-six years. On February 15th, 1916 Bob
enlisted at Cypress River with the 222nd Battalion of
the first C.M.R. 's (Canadian Mounted Rifles) and
went overseas. He was severely wounded at Vimy
Ridge in 1917 and lay in hospital in England for many
months. Bob returned home in May of 1918. He was
given an honorable discharge in October of 1918,
along with a small pension. He worked as a hired
man for Jack Calvert and Ted Stephenson. He talked
much of the Cal verts , Stephensons and MacGregors.
As time went on he took over the farm at home
and also cared for his aging parents. It was in the fall
of 1937 he met the girl who was to become his wife.
He married Evelyn Purkess on August 1st, 1939.
Evelyn was from the Southfield district (Pratt) and
was the eldest daughter of Fred and Mary Purkess. In
the first nine years that followed, three children were
born: Doris, Beatrice and Bobby. How well I remember, in 1943, making a hurried trip to the Holland
Nursing Home at three A.M. in the morning. In an
old car, we raced the stork over hills and dales.
We were kind of isolated and only got our mail
once a month, in the winter, from Castle Point. When
spring arrived we forgot about the snags of winter as
it was always beautiful in the valley. The mosquitoes
were always large and healthy however, and took the
joy out of the evenings.
With no school in the valley, we had no choice but
leave it. So in the fall of 1948, Bob purchased the
land of Duncan Paterson in the Arizona district, four
miles west of Pratt. A year later, in November his war
disability flared up. He underwent surgery in Deer
Lodge Hospital to remove shrapnel from behind the
ear that had burrowed through to the back of the
brain. For the next two months he fought another
battle, but got tired and gave up. He was laid to rest in
the Sidney cemetery February 1st, 1950.

Roy, Evelyn and Vera Kilfoyle.

Le-Mercier
by Betty and Mary Handyside
Malcolm (Jack) Le Mercier came to Canada before the tum of the century. He worked for Alf Cann
and other farmers. His father, mother and sisters,
Gertrude and Margaret, followed in the early 1900's.
Jack took up a homestead on SW 24-10-13 North
Cypress, north of the Langley farm. At one time his
parents lived north of Sidney, they later moved to
Winnipeg.
In September, 1923 while Jack was doing chores
on his farm an unknown person shot and critically
wounded him. The would be murderer was never
found. Following this, he left the farm. He worked
on farms in the district at harvest time for many
years. At the completion of harvest he visited friends
in the vicinity. He worked in the greenhouses of
Dale's Florists at Brampton, Ontario for a number of
years.
In 1949, he moved back to Arizona to farm on
N.E. 1-10-13, Billy Ironside's property. Jack was an
interesting conversationalist with his knowledge of
nature study, and astrology. He also had a great love
<)f the sea and ships and had some experience as a
sailor, hence his nickname of "Jack". He was a
member of the Cutty Sark Club. He enjoyed walking
and had a long swift stride which he had adopted
from his former occupation as a postman in London,
England. He returned to Winnipeg where he lived
with his sisters until he passed away in 1961.

Roy Kilfoyle Family
For the next six years my eldest brother, Reg
Purkess, stayed with us and we carried on. I remarried in October 1956 to Roy Kilfoyle, son of the late
Albert and Bertha Kilfoyle of MacGregor. He grew
up in the MacGregor district and moved to the Assiniboine Valley with his parents before moving to
Worby in the fall of 1950. "
Our daughter, Vera, was born in April 1962. Roy
sold out in April of 1974 and has the land rented to a
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Margaret died in 1961.
Gertrude, Mrs. Frank Micklewright, passed
away in 1974. She had two sons, Norman and Malcolm. Norman was in broadcasting for forty-two
years. The last thirty-four years as an announcer and
music producer for C.B.C. Radio. Malcolm is professor of economic geography at the University of
Victoria.

Peter and Elmer Loewen bought the Stephenson
Transfer of Austin in 1979 and changed the name to P
& E Transfer.
In 1975, Margaret and Pete took a trip which
included Japan, Tokyo, Hong Kong, Thailand, Singapore, Australia, New Zealand, Figi, Hawaii, and
landed in Vancouver. It was a good way to escape the
cold winter.

Loewen
by the family
Peter Loewen, the son of H. 1. Loewen was born
in 1928 and was raised on a farm located eight miles
north east of Morden. Margaret Hiebert was born in
1929 and was raised on a farm nine miles south of
Morden in the Alexander School District. They were
married April 11 , 1955 and resided in Morden where
Peter farmed, hauled gravel and worked as an electrician in the winter time. On March 21, 1957, Lloyd
Peter was born; 2 years later, on October 5, 1959,
Doris Patricia was born completing the Loewen family.
In the spring of 1963, on April 27, they moved to
the Arizona community because Pete owned a share
in his brother, Joe's farm. Lloyd and Patsy attended
the Castle Point School till it was closed and then
furthered their education in Carberry. They were
involved in the Arizona 4-H Club in 1966 and 1967.
Lloyd quit school in 1972 and began trucking and
helping on the farm. He attended the Peace River
Bible Institute in Sexsmith, Alberta. He took one
semester in 1975, another in 1980, and then again in
1981. He worked for Trimac in Winnipeg for three
months in 1973 and then continued to do private
trucking. He took a number of trips on a motorcycle
to B.C. and one to California in 1980. In 1978, Lloyd
traveled in Europe for five weeks with his cousin,
Glenn Loewen. Lloyd has spent some time working
for his dad's transfer and at present is trucking for an
organization in the United States called Basic Youth
Conflicts by Bill Gothard. He committed himself for
a year.
Patsy graduated from Carberry Collegiate in
1977. While in school, she spent the summers helping at home and with the Vacation Bible School at
Arizona. She attended the Peace River Bible School
in January of 1978 and graduated in April 1981. The
summer of 1979 she went on a work team to Germany
and in 1980 she was working for Child Evangelism
Fellowship which is operated out of Winnipeg. This
involved work like Vacation Bible School and was
done through Manitoba. The summer of 1981 she was
on a team with nine other people who went to Ireland
for six weeks to share their faith in Jesus Christ with
the people there.

John (Jock) Lunn
by Judy Mack
John (Jock) Lunn was born 1904 on Coden Bath
Farm in the Shire of Fife, Scotland. He was employed
as a farm laborer. Jock came to Manitoba around
1921, as a harvester to the farm of Thomas Zackary of
Pratt. He worked for Mr. Charlie North of Pratt. Later
he was hired by the McGregor family and worked
there for several years. He started farming for himself in the Rosehill district and again in the Arizona
district on what was known as the Paisley farm, north
of where Earl Kilfoyle now lives. He left there and
moved to what was known as the Pell farm south of
the old Edkin's farm now owned by the Hidden
Valley Hutterite Colony. He moved back again to the
Rosehill district living at Jack Jeffrey's home and
farmed in that area. Around 1940 he bought the Sam
Cheney farm which he sold to the Kilfoyles in 1949.
Jock opened the Worby store in 1949. He was
instrumental in obtaining a post office there and was
the post master until 1965 when he had to accept
mandatory retirement at the age of sixty-five.
Jock was noted for his honesty. He ran a successful business and was liberal in allowing credit. He
would gladly and promptly get an item for you if he

Jock Lunn in his store at Worby.
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didn't have it in stock. It was discovered when the
estate was settled that he had a good variety of general merchandise; items that people would have bought
had they known Jock had them in stock.
The Arizona community had no need of a newspaper, as Jock's store was a meeting place for all.
Many experiences were related on that old grey
bench.
Jock supported all community efforts. He was
the first caretaker of Worby rink. He curled in the
schedule and in all the bonspiels and attended the
dances held at the Arizona hall. He was a dedicated
follower of the Liberal party and loved a good argument.
He was on the Arizona School Board from 1961
to the closing of the school in 1968. He was chairman
most of the time. He strongly opposed the closing of
the school, thinking that this would contribute to the
general disintegration of the community.
Jock was never married, but he loved kids. Most
Sundays would find him visiting with his neighbours. He had a nice way with animals; he loved
Sunday suppers, Christmas dinners, and a good
Scotch whiskey.
As a child, while waiting for my parents to finish
curling, I would slip over to Jock's store. At approximately midnight, Jock and I would trudge across the
road with the bags of mail to meet the train. Jock
would exchange the bags of mail and back we'd go to
the store as the train pulled out. Jock would then start
to sort the mail as I snuggled down on his couch in
the kitchen to warm my feet.
Jock passed away in 1971; an individual who is
missed by the community. He will be long remembered.

Dave Marnock and his horses.

skating rink at Worby. They, as a family, participated
in the fowl suppers, curling and skating.
During the years of 1953 and 1954 Don Corruthers operated a saw mill, driven by a steam engine, on their farm. This created much interest in the
community.
In 1957 they sold their farm and moved back to
Carberry. They felt it was too far to travel the four
miles to and from school. Dave took employment
with the Department of Highways and in 1962 was
transferred to Brandon. In 1967 Dave was transferred
to Minnedosa, retiring as superintendent in 1980.
Since leaving the Arizona District they have been
back on a few occasions and do look forward to
renewing many acquaintances in 1982.

The Dave Marnoch History

John McClurg

by Beryl Marnoch
Dave and Beryl Marnoch moved in to the Arizona District on October, 1944 onto what was known
as the Carswell farm. Three years later they built a
house on the Forbe's Ironside farm, moving in October, 1948.
They had two children: Bette Louise in 1949 and
David Allen in 1955. Bette started her schooling at
Arizona school under Mrs. Willis. Both children
were christened in Arizona Church which is now
located at the Austin Museum. Bette is a school
teacher, married, has a daughter, lives in Winnipeg,
and teaches in St. Vital. David is married, lives in
Minnedosa and is an engineering aid with the Department of Highways.
They took a keen interest in the Arizona Hall,
where they had many happy times. Dave was one of
the instigators in the construction of the curling and

by Anne Carritt
with information from J. McClurg
John McClurg was born in 1951, and raised in the
Swan River district. He has lived around Arizona
since 1975.
In 1981 he bought N.W. 10-10-12 North Norfolk
from Mrs. Buchanan's nephew, Ken Roberts of
Toronto, Ontario.
He is a driver for Carberry Transfer, and George
Smith Trucking of Winnipeg. Frequently he makes
trips to the west coast.

McDonald Family
by Valerie McDonald
Roy McDonald came from Winnipeg in 1939 and
started farming on the Tom Menzie farm (se
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Mrs. Nichol McDougall and Emma 1928. Mr. Duncan
McDougall.

Orillia, Ontario to Burnside, Manitoba. In 1885 they
moved to the Arizona district and were among the
first to locate there on the NE quarter of 10-10-12.
They endured the hardships of pioneer life, but by
steady persistent efforts, they succeeded in their
farming operations so that their latter years were
spent in the comfort of a fine farm home. They
moved into this house on December 2, 1909.
The "Rear View Mirror" records that in 1885
ratepayers met at the home of Mr. D. McDougall to
elect trustees and arrange for opening a school. All
agreed to building a school. Each of those present
agreed to get out three tamarack logs to go towards
the building of the school.

The Roy McDonald Family. Back Row: Left to Right: Allan,
Donald, Roy, Colin, and Howard. Centre Row: Heather, Joan,
Margaret, Valerie and Lisa. Front Row: Ronald, Brian and
Jason.

14-10-13) North Cypress. He married Margaret
Tomkins in 1949, a city girl.
They had four sons: Allan, Howard, Donald, and
Colin.
Allan started school in Sidney, then in 1957 the
Langley school was built and Allan and Howard
attended school there. Allan married Joan Fish of
Winnipeg in 1970, and took up residence on the
Penner farm (sw 20-10-12) North Norkolk. Joan
taught in Austin Elementary school until the arrival
of their first son. They have three children; Ronald,
Brian, and Heather.
Howard married Valerie Strain of Carberry in
1972. They started farming on John Moffat's, formerly the Beswitherick place (14-10-12) North Norfolk. Valerie is a professional hairdresser. In 1977
they moved to Roy's farm after Roy and Marg retired
to Carberry. Howard and Valerie have two children;
Jason and Lisa. Howard and Allan are engaged in
mixed farming and recently have started a potato
growing operation.
Don is presently employed with his brother Allan, helping with the farm operation.
Colin in attending school at Carberry Collegiate.

The McDougall History
by Florence Henderson and Lena Thorn
Mr. and Mrs. Duncan McDougall were born in
Scotland, moved to Ontario and in 1879 came from

Nichol McDougall and Lena celebrating their birthday October
8,1928.
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The McGregor Family

Grandpa was a twin. He and his brother were
bringing in the cattle during a thunder storm. They
ran under a tree for shelter. Lightning killed Grandpa's twin. We never heard of any other family.
Grandma was Sarah McIntyre. Her brother John
was an early settler in Arizona. She spoke only
Gaelic, till she came to Manitoba.
They were life long Presbyterians and missionaries were always welcome in their home.
In 1913, Grandma passed away at her home at the
age of seventy-nine. Grandpa passed away the next
year at the age of eighty-five.
The following is a short account of their family in
order of ages. Nichol, named after his grandma's
surname, was born in Simcoe County, Ontario. He
married Sarah Braden of Melbourne. They farmed in
Arizona district and in 1911 moved into Sidney. He
was Pathmaster for many years. The Pathmaster was
a local resident responsible for the statue labour in
the construction of roads. Nichol was often called to
locate water by well witching. He along with Mr. Jack
Thorn and Mr. Jack Brown of Sidney helped plant the
spruce trees at the Sidney Cemetery. Their family
were Ross, Alvan, Ava, Erna and Lena. He passed
away October 26, 1943.
Flora married Charlie Andrews and lived for a
short time at Sidney. Their family were Mabel, Ida,
John, Wilmer, Wesley and Archie. She passed away
at Swan River in 1938.
The twins were Jack and Catherine - known as

cont'd
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by the Family
In June, 1908, James McGregor, his wife and five
small children left their native land of Buckiside,
Duniplace, Scotland to make their new home in Canada. They settled in the Melvin district and set up
farming on (30-10-11).
James was the son of John and Martha (nee McIntyre) McGregor, one of a family of twelve, born June
14,1866 at Kilchrenan, Loch-awe Side, Argyleshire,
Scotland.
On June 1, 1899 he married Elizabeth Robertson,
the only daughter of John and Annie (nee McDougal)
Robertson. Elizabeth was born September 3,1878 at
Newbegging, Errol, Perthshire, Scotland. She had
three brothers: David, James and John.
They married at Tyndrum, Perthshire. Of this
union were born eleven children namely:
Elizabeth: Born June 8,1900 at Buckiside, Duniplace. She married Donald Michie October 30, 1929
and settled on the Michie farm in the Melvin district.
She passed away October 2,1946. To this union were

"*

The Jim McGregor Family. Back Row: Left to Right: John,
Annie, Martha, Christina, Lizzie and Hugh. Middle Row: Kate,
Mrs. McGregor, Mr. McGregor and George. Front Row: Edith,
Jim, and Mary.

born seven children: David, Edith (Cronk), Gladys
(Wicklund), Rita (Simms), Lloyd, Winnifred
(Grebe), and George.
Martha (Mattie): Born November 3, 1901 at
Buckiside, Duniplace, Scotland. She married Russel
A. Hay December 20, 1922 and farmed in the Melvin
district until they retired to Austin. They have five
children, Janet (Jones), Ross, Evelyn (Pool), Dorothy
(Duncan) and Kenneth. Martha passed away on
March 26, 1974.
Annie: was born April 20, 1903 at Buckiside,
Duniplace. In October 1923 she left her home to seek
employment in Winnipeg and on October 24, 1931

Mr. and Mrs. Jack McDougal with Belmont and Ina.

87

she married Andrew Davidson formerly of Stonehaven, Scotland. They have two children: Betty
(Mrs. Harold Horsch) and son Gordon. All reside in
Winnipeg.
Christina: born March 28, 1905 at Buckiside,
Duniplace. She married James McPherson formerly
of Dufftown, Banffshire, Scotland on July 28, 1926
and took up farming in the Melvin district, later
moving to the Arizona district. This union had six
children: James - now deceased, John, Elizabeth
(deceased in infancy), Margaret (Lintott), Mary and
Hugh (twins).
Christina passed away on May 8, 1959.

John: born February 13, 1907 at Invergowan,
Glenorchy, Scotland. He came to Canada with his
parents at the age of fifteen months and has resided
on the family farm in the Melvin district. Here he is
now retired.
Hugh: born September 12, 1910 on the farm at
Melvin. On leaving home as a young man he worked
for W. T. Peck on the farm and moved to Sidney in
1939 to work in Peck's garage until the garage was
sold in 1980. He now is retired and living in Sidney.
James David: born December 24, 1911 at Melvin
and has spent his life on the family farm.

*'

Kate Margaret: born April 5, 1914 at Melvin.
She married Robert Young of Austin, Man. on September 26, 1936 and they farmed in the Melvin
district until April 1943 when they bought the
McLaren farm in the Ravenshoe area. They farmed
there until her husband's passing on March 7, 1968.
At this time she rented her farm and moved to Sidney.
At the present time she resides with her brother
George. Bradley Williams now operates the farm.
Mary: born at Melvin October 8,1916. She married Arthur Thorn of Sidney on June 12, 1954. They
lived in Sidney until his accidental passing September 16, 1956. She moved back to the family farm at
Melvin with her brothers John and James, where she
still resides.
Duncan George: born September 27, 1918 at
Melvin. He worked at home until he enlisted in the
Second World War with the Princess Patricia's, Canadian Light Infantry in September, 1942. He went
overseas in January, 1943, landed at Grenock, Scotland and was stationed at Whitney Camp at AIdershott, England and at Barrhead in Scotland. He
saw active duty in Sicily and Italy. While in Sicily, he
transferred to Seaforth Highlanders of Canada.
George was stationed in Holland for a short time
before returning to England. He returned to Canada
in October, 1945 and received his discharge in
November of the same year. He returned to farm with
his brothers until on the passing of his brother-in-law,
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Tom Nestbit, in 1950. He lived with his sister Edith
on the farm 22-10-12 until his death 1981.
Edith Isabel: was born at Melvin July 19, 1921.
She married Tom Nesbit November 2, 1946 after his
return from World War II, and they resided on the
groom's farm until his passing. On December 28,
1951, she married Kenneth Williams and they moved
to Sidney where they now reside. They have a family
of two: Heather (Mrs. Graig Thomson) and a son
Bradley.
This was one big happy family who spent many
years under the parents' roof. They saw good times
and bad together with their friends and neighbors.
Their home was always open to people, young and
old.
James passed away December 5, 1932; Elizabeth
on November 4, 1953. Of this happy union, there are
many grandchildren, great grandchildren and a few
great great grandchildren to carryon the family traditions.
Kate. Jack married Carrie Sparling, farmed at Arizona, then moved to Carberry. While in Arizona Jack
took an active part in the affairs of the community as
a school trustee and as secretary and superintendent
of the Presbyterian Sunday school. They had two
children; Belmont and Ina. Jack passed away in 1926.
Kate married Angus Grant at Burnside. They moved
to Sidney in 1898, then to Kenville in 1915 where
Kate passed away in 1951. Their family were Annie,
Minnie, Sidney, Huldah, Evan, Duncan and Florence.
Duncan and Archie never married. The former
served the community well as a school trustee and
pathmaster for many years. He passed away in 1929.
Archie retired to Carberry in 1934 and was known as
"the gardener". His passing was in 1959.
Dan married Emma Hough. They farmed for a
short time, then moved to Kamsack and then to
Vanscoy, where he worked on the C.N .R. Lastly,
they moved back to Kamsack where he was caretaker
of a school till his retirement. He died in 1960. They
had one son, Gerald.
Bella and son, Harold, looked after the farm
home and tended her parents in their declining years.
Her last days were spent in a Brandon Nursing Home
where she passed away in 1972.
The following stories were often told in our
household. Grandma's niece came weeping to her.
"Oh Auntie, Sir John A. McDonald has died"!
Grandma; "Was he the Tory?"
Niece: "Yes, Auntie".
Grandma: "I'm very glad" .
Kate and Flora would often talk Gaelic over the
phone, especially if there was a bit of spicy gossip.
One day, suddenly a man's voice came over the wire

many home made quilts. Mrs. McGregor taught
school for one year at Killarney. She then came to
Southfield school, where she was employed for one
year with only two pupils to teach, Dunc McGregor
and Alice Purkess.

saying in Gaelic, "May I have this phone"? That set
Kate and Flora back on their heels!

John McGregor Family
by the Family
Mr. John McGregor came from Scotland with his
parents in 1890. He married Edith Lindsay, daughter
of William Lindsay of Emerson in 1913. They farmed
on S.E. 35-9-12 in Victoria Municipality. They had
twelve children: William, Margaret, Isabelle, Douglas, Edna, Elsie, Shaddie, Charlie, Stanley, Donald,
Howard, and Keith.
William married Lucy Kubaski and raised a family of three. William passed away in 1978. Their
children's names are: Isabelle, Carolyn and Clifford.
Margaret married Clarence Pennell and raised
Colin, Jean, and Douglas. All are living in MacGregor.
Isabelle married Harvey Robinson and had one
child, Stanley, Harvey and Isabelle now reside in
Austin and Stanley manages the Robinson farm.
Douglas married Marion Chant and raised three
children: Betty, Cindy, and Terry. Marion and Douglas now live in MacGregor.
Edna married Gordon Hay of Austin. Their home
is now in Vancouver. They raised two sons: Jerry and
Robert.
Elsie married Charlie Schmidl and is now living
in Montreal. They raised Mona and Howard.
Shaddie married Jack McGuinnis and moved to
Vancouver. They raised a family of three: Brian,
Lynn and Gordon.
Charlie is living on the home place.
Stanley married Edith Thompson and they now
live in Brandon. Stanley passed away in 1975. They
had Brian, George, Richard, Keith and Glen.
Donald married Elene Benson and raised two
children, Glen and Gale. They now live in Vancouver.
Howard married Blanche Rochen and had six
children: Myrna, Robin, Melaney, Sharon, Timothy
and Gregory. Howard passed away in 1980.
Keith married Peggy Grant. They had seven children: Micheal, Lorne, Sharon, Kevin, David,
Leanne, ne, Robert and Sandy. They reside in Toronto.
John McGregor passed away in December 1937.
Edith passed away in July 1959. Mr. John McGregor
was councillor in Victoria Municipality for a number
of years until his death. William McGregor, his son,
was councillor some years later for the same ward
until his death in 1978. Mrs. Edith McGregor, after
her husband's death, was left to raise a large family.
Depsite this she remained active in community affairs. She was a wonderful seamstress and made

The Michie Family
by Edith Cronk
Harry Michie arrived in 1885 from Kent, England and settled on the farm now owned by
Raymond Peck, nw 23-10-12. Alfred James Michie
followed in 1887 at the age of fourteen. He lived with
Harry and helped clear three quarters of land to the
north.
Sometime later their parents, Richard and Ruth
Michie and the rest of their family, Edith, Douglas,
and Jessie, settled with Harry. Jessie soon passed
away. By 1907, all but Alfred moved to Vancouver
seeking a milder climate; more like England's. The
farm was sold to William Peck, grandfather of Raymond.
Alfred made two trips back to England. On
March 23, 1906 he met his fiancee, Kate Cleaver of
Uxbridge, Middlesex, England as she came off the
ship at New York. They were married there. After a
few days train ride to Sidney, Mr. Harry Peck met
them in a brand new buggy.
One son, Donald James, was born to Alfred and
Kate in 1908. He farmed fifty-six years on the same

Alfred Michie Family. Back Row: Donald and Elizabeth. Centre
Row: Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Michie; Order of children uncertain:
David. Edith. Gladys. Reta. and Lloyd.
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farm. Donald married Jim MacGregor's daughter,
Lizzie, in October of 1929.
In 1937, his parents retired to MacGregor for nine
years, but returned for five years upon the death of
their daughter-in-law, Lizzie in 1946.
Donald and Lizzie had seven children: David of
Oyen, Alberta; Edith Cronk of Austin, Manitoba;
Gladys Wickland of Marquette, Manitoba; Lloyd of
Regina, Saskatchewan; Winnifred of the Cameroons,
Africa; and George of Vancouver, British Columbia.
Donald married Edith Climahage of Ontario in
1951. Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Michie moved to Winnipeg until their passing in 1962 and 1963, at the ages
of ninety and ninety-two. After Mrs. Edith Michie's
death in 1973, Donald married Anne Shyk of Teulon,
Manitoba.
In 1979 they retired to Austin, Manitoba. Lloyd
now operates the Michie farm from his home In
Regina.
Donald's grandchildren include:
David and Dorothy Michie's family of one son,
Glen, two daughters, Leila and Marilyn.
Edith and Mervin Cronk's family of one daughter, Lizabeth, four sons, John, Douglas, Patrick and
Roy.
Gladys and Harold Wickland's family of two
sons, Lyle and Neil.
Reta and Carlton Sims' family of two daughters,
Alison and Gina and two sons, Wesley and Ronald.
Lloyd and Rose Michie's family of three sons,
Mark, Mitchell and Maury.
Winnie and Karl Grebe's family of three sons,
Charles, Stefan and Jonathan.
George is not married.

farm until 1961. She now lives in Carberry. Their
other daughter, Kay, is now retired, but worked for
many years in the offices of Swift Canadian Company. She lives in Winnipeg.
Their second son, Bill, lives in Alberta where he
has been employed by Canada Cement Company,
since 1947.
Mr. and Mrs. Mickall retired to live in Carberry.
Henry died in 1966, at age eighty. Mrs. Mickall, now
eighty-nine, lives with her daughter Jean.

Micklewright
by Bessie Bagnall
Algeron (Andy) Micklewright emigrated from
Shropshire, England in time to work for the Canadian Pacific Railway Company when it was being put
through the prairies. We know little of his family in
England. His mother seems to have had the most
influence on him. He spoke of her calling him" Jackie" always and enforcing her discipline with a wet
dishcloth. She seems to have had a sense of humor.
There appeared to be other children in the family.
They lived in a rural area and he spoke of walking

Mickall
by Anne Carritt with information from Jean

Mickall
John Henry and James Mickall came to Canada
from the Ukraine in 1910.
Jim homesteaded on NE 20-10-12 North Norfolk.
Later, he worked as a farm hand until he bought the
East Half of 19-10-12, where he planted an orchard of
crabapples and plum trees. After leaving there, he
worked on the railroad, and did carpentry work at
Shilo. He died in 1955.
Henry first worked in Winnipeg, where, in 1914,
he married Annie Karbonik, who had come from the
Ukraine with her parents in 1912. They moved to the
Sidney area in 1919, where the family farmed while
Henry worked for the railroad. Their oldest son,
Stan, left home in 1939 to join the navy. He and his
wife, Kay, have two daughters - Diana and Jo-anne.
They now live in Winnipeg.
Jean, Henry and Annie's daughter, lived on the

A. Micklewright with his colt "Tim".

four miles to school. He had just barely learned the
rudiments of the three R's, but had a "good head" for
figures.
After the railway work and other jobs Andy settled near Clarkleigh and married Frances Paul. They
had three children: Frank, Frances and Percival.
They joined the exodus from the Interlake to
Southfield, along with the McGregor, Purkess and
Hodgins families. The Micklewrights settled on
25-9-12 in the municipality of Victoria; south west of
Pratt.
Frances, Andy's wife, died suddenly in 1897,
while they were in Southfield or "Sing-Sing" as they
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half section of pasture land. He had a sale and moved
there in 1921 taking his housekeeper and her small
daughter and his older son who by this time had
returned to the parental roof.
He improved the half section by breaking some
land and fencing the rest for his herd of cattle. He had
kept the Rumely tractor, threshing machine and some
horses. Much of the chattels sold at the sale had been
sold on "time", according to the custom of those
days, and a good deal was never paid for.
Though experiencing set backs from several
fires, a new house was built using some material from
Mrs. Regelous's old boarding house in Sidney and
some new material.
Because of the depression, the Hodgins brothers'
farm business failed and Algernon had the main
estate back on his hands for the thirties. This was
indeed a burden for an aging man. He had paid
$36,000 on the price of the $24,000 for the land and
still owed over $10,000 in the depression. The debt
adjustment board cut the debt to about $8,000 and
some machinery was repossessed. Then came the
final blow - a diagnosis of cancer and death in
August 1935.
Like many older people he did not master the
driving of his automobile. He helped his sons when
they were away from home and got into difficulties.
He had pride in his three fine grandchildren, (Percy's
children in Regina) and was deeply hurt when the
second child was killed by a car in the street. He
knew little of Norman and Malcolm, Frank's sons in
Winnipeg. But when Norman Micklewright's name
appeared in the Free Press, in reports of outstanding
scholastic achievement, at Daniel McIntyre School,
in Winnipeg, he showed satisfaction. Had he lived a
little longer he would have been thrilled to hear this
grandson's voice as he became a chief announcer for
the C.B.C. Radio in Winnipeg. He would also have
taken pride in the achievements of Malcolm, who is a
Professor of Economic Geography at the University
of Victoria, in British Columbia. Malcolm and his
wife, Connie, have one son, James.
Mr. Micklewright served on Arizona and Langley
school boards and to some capacity in the beef ring.
He was interested in politics and other local happenings. He worked steadily every day in spite of being
handicapped by a twisted arm, the result of a bad
break when he became entangled in the belt of the
threshing machine. Aside from his lifelong interest
in farming, his recreation was reading the daily Free
press and other papers and the recreation of business
trips.
As a teenager, Frances Micklewright kept house
for her father after her mother had died. Then she left
home to work in Winnipeg. She left Manitoba in the

Francis Mickelwright.

called the district. It was here that the children obtained their education. As a child, Percy spent a good
deal of time with the Livingstone family.
When the Cann Estate in the Arizona district
came up for sale the Micklewrights moved there.
The farming was done with large horse outfits
and later with tractors such as a Titan or an Advance
Rumely and a plow with a dozen or so furrows.
After Mrs. Micklewright died, there seem to
have been several housekeepers, one of whom Algernon married. She left when family life became difficult. For a time, she kept in touch by sending parcels
to the children. She faded out of the picture and was
last heard of in British Columbia.
Frank left home and married Gertie Lemercier of
Winnipeg. They had two sons, Norman and Malcolm.
The daughter, Frances, went to work in Winnipeg
and remains sturdily independent.
Percy, decided farming wasn't for him and went
west to Regina. He married there and had three
children.
With his family gone, Algernon decided he
didn't need a large farm for himself. He made a deal
to sell the bulk of the estate to the Hodgins brothers to
payoff the mortgage and still leave him with one half
section of 1-10-13 in North Cypress clear of debt. He
built a shanty and some other modest buildings on the
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1920's to work for McClure's Publishing Agency in
Waterbury, Connecticut. She had different jobs
through the depression and would often say that
when the wolf appeared on the doorstep, she would
take it in and cook it! When the Second World War
broke out, she got ajob in Washington, D.C. with the
British and American purchasing commission. At
the end of the war, Frances returned to Connecticut.
Besides her regular job she would help serve at
banquets for wealthy people. Frances was a vivacious, fun-loving person and a hard worker. She
was preparing to return to Manitoba to visit her father
during his terminal illness, but when he died she
decided against coming. During the 1950's she had
her own health troubles and had an operation for
cancer. After recovering, she worked for a health
food company and spent time in San Francisco on her
job. She had another operation and reported that she
was "over the hump" again. She planned to return to
Manitoba to visit the scenes of her childhood and to
see her favorite relative, cousin Mrs. Gladys Greenham of Clarkleigh. It was not to be as she began to
lose her gallant fight against cancer. Her friends and
relatives received word from a lawyer that she had
died.
In later years, Frank remarried, to Kathleen Carritt of Arizona. They made their home in Castlegar,
British Columbia where Frank worked in the mines

at Trail. Later he did carpentry in Calgary and in
Banff. They retired to the fruit belt in Creston, B.C.
where Frank died in 1973, at age 83. Kathleen continues to live in their home, surrounded by roses,
fruit trees and mountains.
Percy moved to Ontario, where he worked on the
locks of the St. Lawrence Seaway. For a time he
operated "Mickie's Garage" there. He also remarried. He died in 1979 at age eighty-three.

The MacIntyre Family - John and
Duncan
by John Mcintyre and Claire DeAthe
MacIntyre is an old Gaelic surname meaning son
of the carpenter. After the family had been in Canada
the name was changed from MacIntyre to McIntyre.
In the year 1795 on the north west shore of Lock
Greenart in County Argyle, Scotland, a son, Archibald, was born to Donald MacIntyre and his wife
Mary MacGill. Archibald grew up in a stone house
beside a brook on the family property called "Leek
Grunart". In 1818, Archibald married Catherine
MacEacheran from Cornish Farm, two miles away.
Archibald built a mill and mill wheel on the end
of his house where the brook would turn the wheel.
Thus, Archibald became a miller and provided
"meal" for the many Island Gaelic Scots.

John and Mary Ann Mcintyre's Golden Wedding 1905. Back Row: Left to Right: Duncan, Joseph, Margaret, Mary E., Sarah Ann,
Wm. George and Charles. Seated: Archibald, Mrs. M. Mcintyre, Mr. J. Mcintyre, and Catherine.
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teacher who married another man causing Jim to die
of a broken heart in 1898.
Margaret (Maggie) married David Smith. They
farmed in Imperial, Saskatchewan and had one
adopted son. Maggie was widowed at an early age.
Sarah (Annie) married Tom Rout1ey of Arizona
and they lived on the Duncan McDougall farm and
later moved to Sidney. Many of their descendents are
still in the area.
Charles married Pearl Routley and farmed Jim's
homestead.
Mary (Minnie) married Robert Johnston. They
set up housekeeping in the old red brick house
(across the road from Maurice De' Athe's farm). They
had two children, Rita and Bert. Minnie and Robert
moved to Saskatoon during the building boom and
later farmed in Star City, Saskatchewan.
Duncan, the second child of Mary Jane and
John,married Elizabeth Beswatherick, daughter of
Anthony C. Beswatherick and Anne Jane Hamilton.
Elizabeth was born in 1868 and married in February
1886. In 1889 Duncan left his family in Shelbourne,
Ontario and moved west. Duncan found work with 1.
B. Murphy, who owned Murphy's Ranch near
Melbourne. Elizabeth set out for Manitoba the next
year. Minnie was almost two years old and Joe less
than one. The trip was very hard and made more
uncomfortable because they had to use nail kegs for
seats.
Lydia (Norma) was born in 1891 and Hazel
Agatha followed in 1894.
During this time, Duncan was employed at the
ranch. In 1896, Duncan took a homestead in the
Elsmere district. Minnie and Joe attended school at
Melbourne. Because the Elsmere homestead was so
far from a school Duncan made arrangements to take
over his father's homestead in Arizona NW22-1O-12.
John and Mary Jane moved to their other quarter.
Anne Jane (Jean) 1896, Edna Irene 1899, Buelah
Pearl 1901, were born to Duncan and Elizabeth in
Arizona.
Duncan purchased the Routley land 16-10-12
(now John McPherson's) in 1904 and moved there.
Florence May and Lena Omega were born in 1904
and 1906. An old Indian told Duncan that when he
(Duncan) got older, his wife would have more boys.
Duncan prayed for this to happen. Sure enough on
November 27, 1908, Clifton James arrived to see a
world of many sisters fussing over him. Both parents
rejoiced! Then on November 28, 1911 John Archibald arrived. He was hollering and asserting his
rights to a piece of this old world and has continued to
do so ever since.
Duncan was a brawny Scottish Canadian. He was
quick to speak his mind and his grandsons still re-

Times were hard and the island crowded so Archibald sold the mill and with Catherine and their
seven children immigrated to Barrie, Ontario in
1854. They bought the farm where Barrie City Hall
now stands.
John, the eldest son was born in Scotland in 1826.
He worked on his father's farm until he moved to
Homing Mills and found employment there. In 1855,
he married Mary Jane Strong. Mary was a Celtic girl
from County Monaghan in Ireland who had immigrated to Canada a year earlier. John and Mary Jane
pioneered in the heavy timber of Ontario. They
raised ten children: Archibald (1857-1910), Duncan
(1862-1941), Joseph (1864-1955), Catherine
(1866-1907), James (1868-1898), William (George)
(1871-1953), Margaret (1875-1954), Sarah (Ann)
(1877-1943), Charles (1878-1962) and Mary
(1885-1948). The government of Upper Canada was
promoting settlement in western Canada, so John left
his wife in Toronto and moved to Arizona, Manitoba.
It is believed he filed for a homestead on NW
22-10-12 North Norfolk. Mary Jane and the younger
children followed him and another homestead was
filed on SE 30-10-12 under her name. John and Mary
lived on 22-10-12 until about 1895 when they moved
to 30-10-12 and built the house now lived in by
Lawrence Hall.
John and Mary celebrated their Fiftieth Wedding
Anniversary in 1905. All their descendents attended
except Jim who had died in 1898. John died in 1916.
Mary Jane went to Saskatoon in 1918 with her daughter where Margaret was to be married. The great
influenza epidemic was raging at this time. Mary
Jane contacted the disease and died that December.
She was buried in Saskatoon as the railway wouldn't
transport bodies of flu victims.
Archibald settled in Arizona and his wife Molly
Sloan joined her husband in 1888. They lived with
Alfred Cann for two years before acquiring a homestead.
Joseph married Minnie-Belle Dean and William
(George) married Kate Clark in Ontario. The brothers were among the last of John's children to immigrate. They arrived in Arizona in 1893, but only
stayed briefly. They both went to Minnedosa where
they operated a grist mill.
Catherine (Kate) married Michal Shoaf. Mick
was a carpenter and built most of the Mcintyre homes
as well as many other buildings in Arizona.
James homesteaded S. W. 13-10-12. He was musical and made himself a violin from wooden match
boxes. He played for dances with this home made
instrument until his friends presented him with a
purchased one. An old story said he fell in love with a
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Edna married Archibald Brown of Sidney. He
worked in the brick yard and later for the C.P.R. as a
section man. Archie died of pneumonia in the early
thirties leaving Edna to raise their five children. Edna
died October 1965.
Beulah married Charles Badley and lived in
Sidney where Charlie worked in the brick yard.
Beulah died in July 1925 at the age of twenty-five.
Her daughter Dorothy (Dolly Sylvester) was raised
by Duncan and Elizabeth.
Florence and Walter Hoover were married in Detroit, Michigan, U.S.A. where they lived a few
years. They later moved to Winnipeg. They had two
children Beulah and Walter Junior. Florence died
after the birth of young Walter and Duncan and
Elizabeth raised the children.
Lena married Stanley Head from Minnedosa.
They farmed in the Arden district until the late thirties then moved to Sidney. Stanley went overseas in
World War II. On return, he worked for the C.P.R.
Stan and Lena raised three girls, Doreen, Bonnie and
Maxine. Now retired, they live in the Carberry Plains
Lodge.
Clifton married Myrtle Bagnall in 1932. They
farmed the Ironside place S. W. 5-10-12 south of
Arizona; Later they moved to the Raine place S. W.
20-10-12 north east of the "Hall Slough Road".
About ten years later they moved to Sidney and later
to Brandon. Cliff and Myrtle retired and have made
their home in Calgary since 1972.
Cliff was a very hard worker and tackled any job
with enthusiasm. He was especially proud of the
cattle he raised while farming. Cliff was a trucker in
the Arizona district and hauled grain, fuel, ice, and
whatever he could to "make a dollar". He began
carpentering when he lived in Sidney. When he
moved to Brandon he continued his trade and
branched into contracting. Cliff enjoyed hunting and
had a keen shot. Cliff and Jim, his son, and grandson, Danny McIntyre, returned to hunt in Arizona in
1980.
Myrtle was a thrifty and conscientious partner.
She enjoyed helping Cliff by doing the books for
their various enterprises. She gave piano lessons and
several of her students· passed the Toronto Conservatory Examinations with honors.
Cliff and Myrtle raised four children, James,
Gilbert, Myrna and Barbara.
John married Christina Bagnall in 1936. He
worked in the gold mines at Beresford Lake and later
on the highway. During World War II, he enlisted in
the Winnipeg Grenadiers and instructed troops at
Brandon and Portage la Prairie. He was later transferred to the 20th Field Company Royal Canadian
Engineers and served on the West Coast of Canada

member his discipline, particularly when he caught
them swinging the tom cat by the tail. A favorite
pastime was attending auction sales. Duncan died in
1941.
Elizabeth was a good cook and housekeeper. She
was very proud of her milk cows which were some of
the first Holsteins in the area. Elizabeth will be
remembered for her fine garden especially the large
raspberry patch. Elizabeth served the district as midwife and was quick to lend a helping hand in time of
need. She was always praying for her children and
encouraged them to be honest and good. Elizabeth
died in 1947.
The McIntyres were a large family who greatly
enjoyed jokes and teasing each other. A favorite story
told was of Minnie and her treatment of boyfriends.
One day in 1901, Horrace Campbell, who had a
crush on Minnie called. While he was visiting a
cyclone passed and took the roof off the log part of
the house. Although a log had fallen on Horrace,
Minnie rushed to rescue baby Buelah and stepped on
the log that lay on Horrace.
Minnie Eveby was the first on Duncan's family to
marry and leave home. She married Charles Fetterly
and they moved to Oak Lake. In 1907, they moved to
a homestead five miles west of Statwart, Saskatchewan. No buildings were available near their land so
they slept under the wagons until a sod house could
be built. Eventually they and their five children
moved into a fine home. Minnie died in 1918. She
was thirty-one years old.
William Joseph Albert (Joe) never married. He
stayed home and worked with this father. Joe was
very mischievous a!1d loved to torment his sisters,
especially if they were being courted. He was very
fond of animals. A favorite pet was the little terrier
dog who would stand guard over him and not let
anyone wake Joe as he enjoyed his after-dinner nap.
Joe was well liked and the community was saddened
when he died in 1928 after an accident while sawing
wood with a stationary engine.
Norma married John Laggo and they settled in
Arizona. Later they moved to Sidney. Norma and
John had two children Gilbert and Lamina. Norma
was widowed in the 1940's. Norma was a quiet lady
who centered her life around her family and her
church. She passed away January, 1981.
Hazel married George Nesbit. They lived in
Elsmere where George worked for Chess Pool. They
had one son Thomas. Hazel died after a long illness
in October 1921 and Tom made his home with the
John Laggo family.
Jean married Harry De' Athe. They raised three
children, Bryden, Maurice, and Inez. Jean died in
1978.
94

until his discharge. John and Chris lived in Sidney
until 1950 and then moved to Brandon where he
continued in the construction industry until 1962. He
worked for Hughes and Company for five years and
the next six as maintenance supervisor for the Brandon Agricultural Research Station. In 1973, he retired and he and Chris continue to live in Brandon.
John and Chris's children are Louise, Stella, Hazel,
Rosemary and Dale (deceased 1980).
In the summer of 1981 the descendents of John
and Mary Jane McIntyre met at Wasagaming, Manitoba for a reunion. There they found that the McIntyre family is now widely spread across North
America.

Archibald McIntyre

The Mcintyre Family 1970. From Left to Right: Murray, Archie,
Herb, Jennie, Marjorie and Elsie.

by Douglas Mcintyre
Archie was the eldest child of the late John and
Mary McIntyre. He was born January, 1857 in Ontario. After leaving school he became the top teamster for a good lumber company.
In 1886 he married Mary Jane Sloan, (born
November 26, 1861) on July 14, in Mulmur, Ontario.
In the spring of 1887 he came west to Sidney, Manitoba, and procured work with Alf Cann in the Arizona district. Mr. Cann, being a bachelor, had Archie
send for his wife. Archie and Mary Jane stayed with
Mr. Cann through 1887-88 with time out to locate and
build a house and barn on N.W. 13-10-12. In the
spring of 1889 they moved to the present farm of
Archie McIntyre (grandson) who still lives there.
Father and Mother had three children: Herbert S.
born December 1891, 1. Douglas born June 1898 and
Janet, "Jean" was born August 1903.
Father was a good farmer and was well supported
by Mother. They continued to improve their stock by
raising many of their horses. Their crops were frozen
completely one year. During another year, Father
sold his wheat for thirty-six cents a bushel and drew it
ten miles. They worked hard but had time to enjoy
friends and neighbours.
In June of 1910, Father developed heart trouble
and passed away December 22. He was buried December24. Mother lived until April, 1936. They left,
with their children, most pleasant memories and a
wonderful heritage.

tyre farmyard. Herb died on September 14, 1976 and
Jennie died on October 23, 1978. They were buried in
the Sidney cemetery.
Archie McIntyre attended public school in
Melvin and high school in Austin. He joined the navy
during World War II and was stationed at Fort
William and Port Arthur for two years. When he
received his discharge from the navy he returned to
Arizona to farm with his father. Archie married Marjorie Arthur in the United Church, Gladstone, on
July 10, 1947.
In 1948 on October 26, a son, Murray Allan, was
born to Archie and Marjorie. In 1952, on August 25,
a daughter, Margaret Elsie Jean was born. They were
both born in the Gladstone Hospital.
Archie worked as a Record of Performance dairy
inspector for eight years and helped his father farm
when he was home between assignments. He returned to farming and he and his wife are still living
on the McIntyre farm.
Murray attended public school in Melvin and
high school in Austin. He completed his Grade XI
and quit school to farm with his dad. Murray and
Archie drove a bus for a few years when the country
schools closed and the children were bused to Austin. They purchased a farm from their uncle Douglas
McIntyre. Over the years, they switched from dairy,
to hogs and then to grain farming. Archie is the third
and Murray is the fourth generation to work the home
farm.
Murray married Marlene Nelson of Pine Creek
on July 21, 1973. They live on the Douglas McIntyre
farm and are presently grain farming. They have two
children; a daughter, Jody Lynn born on June 19,
1976 and a son, Kyle Dean born on October 5,1979.
Marlene is a nurse and works in the MacGregor

The McIntyre Family
by Archie Mcintyre
Herbert Sloan McIntyre married Jennie Peck on
June 30, 1920 in the Harry Peck residence. They
lived on the McIntyre farm, NW 13-1O-12W for the
rest oftheirlives. In 1924 a son, Archibald Peck, was
born to Herb and Jennie.
They retired to a second house built in the McIn95

Church and played the organ there. She was also an
active member in the Women's Institute, the Arizona
Women's Organization, and did Red Cross work as
well.
Douglas and Jean had an auction sale in 1965 and
retired. They moved to Carberry in 1967 and continued to take part in and have an interest in the
church and community.

Hospital. Murray learned to play the violin and plays
with an orchestra named "The Cross Country Express". They play old time and modern music.
Elsie attended Melvin public school for five years
and completed her schooling in Austin. She trained
as a nurse in the Misericordia Hospital in Winnipeg,
and in 1972 she received her R.N. diploma. Elsie is
presently working in the MacGregor Hospital. Elsie
married James Wright of Sidney on September 9,
1972. They lived in Winnipeg a short while then
purchased a farm west and north of Austin where
they are presently living. Jim and Elsie have three
children; Kimberly Dawn, born November 24,1974;
Scott Wilson born February 2, 1977; and Angela
Marie born May 1, 1981. Elsie learned to play the
piano at an early age. She, with Murray and Archie,
have many pleasant memories of the dances they
played for in Spruce Hills School.

Charles McIntyre
by Eva Moffatt
Charles King McIntyre was born in Ontario, July
18, 1878. He was the youngest son of John and Mary
(Strong) McIntyre. In 1884 his father came west and
took a homestead in Arizona (N. W. 22-10-12) in the
municipality of North Norfolk. When Charles was
about eleven years old, he, with his mother and three
sisters, came west and joined his father. His older
brothers and sisters had arrived prior to this. In
March 1900 he married Pearl Routley and took up
residence on the farm previously owned by his deceased brother, James. This farm is two and onequarter miles east of the Arizona School, S. W.
13-10-12, in the municipality of North Norfolk.
Charles and Pearl lived there for almost fifty years
and raised a family of three daughters. When they
retired to Sidney, Manitoba, in 1946, the farm was
sold to their son-in-law, Archie Beswitherick.
Charles died March 7,1962: Pearl died July 12,1965.
Their family consisted of Verna Blanche born
December 22, 1900 - died November 18, 1974;
Margaret Dorothy (Gretta) born August 9, 1905 died November 30, 1957; and Eva Marion born June
21,1908.
Verna was married to Archie Beswitherick
November 17, 1928. They had two children (son
Donald and daughter Dorothy). Now living on the

Douglas and Jean McIntyre
by D. and J. McIntyre
Douglas McIntyre and his sister Jean bought the
Eliott farm and returned to Arizona and Southfield in
1935. Prior to this they had resided in the Pleasant
Point district for a number of years.
Douglas served on the Southfield school board

Doug MCintyre.

and took an interest in church, community, and politics. He also built up a herd of dual purpose Shorthorn cattle. Jean took an interest in the United

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Mcintyre.
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original McIntyre farm are Archie Beswitherick, son
Donald, his wife Mary (Krahn)and grandsons Lyndon, Daryl, Richard, and Myran.
Dorothy's home is in MacGregor, Manitoba. Her
first husband, Fred Wiebe died accidentally July,
1975. She had three sons, Bruce, Gordon and Tyler.
Dorothy later married John Giesbrecht of MacGregor
and has a daughter, Amy Jame, from her second
marnage.
Margaret Dorothy (Gretta) married Harold 00nogh of Brandon, on September 21, 1946. They had a

Mervyn is with the air division of the R.C.M.P. as an
engineer.
Marion married Milton Voth of Morden, Manitoba. They and their children, Joy and Daniel, live in
Oakbank (close to Winnipeg). Milton is employed by
Reimer Express Lines. Marion, a registered nurse,
works part time at Concordia Hospital in Winnipeg.

The McLennans
by R. D. Peck, MacGregor
Alex McLennan emigrated from Scotland about
1911. He accompanied Mr. William Younie's mother
to Canada. Alex worked for my dad, Harry Peck, and
I can remember going over the field close to our
house to see the new man plowing with three horses.
He was very kind to other people and loved
animals of all kinds. He bached and his dog was a
very close companion. On several occasions he was
included in sawing bees or when neighbors joined
forces to load grain cars at the railroad. On one
occasion, while working for a farmer, Alex was
asked how they could move a sow and piglets to
another pen. Alex had been feeding these pigs and
his comment was: "Dunna frash your head about the
piggies!" He opened the door of the pen and shook a
pail of oats in front of the sow, scratched her ears and
said: "Come away piggy, piggy. We're going to
another pen!", and that was just what the whole
family of piggies did!
After a few years working with other farmers, he
purchased a farm of his own. He made a trip back to
Scotland. Since Alex told his neighbors what he was
going to do, the neighbors assumed he would be
bringing a Scottish bride back to our district.
However that did not happen and he continued to
farm and bach.
His brother, Bob McLennan and wife, also came
to Canada about the time Alex started to farm for
himself. They worked as a married couple in farm
homes in Arizona and Melvin districts and at Petersfield in Manitoba. They had a family of boys and
one girl. At the time of the last Great War, one boy
joined the Army. During war time, they moved west
to Carrot Creek. From the letters they wrote to my
mother, they seemed quite happy with the move they
had made. There was lots of employment in that area
at saw mills.
.
Another brother, Jim McLennan, came to Canada
about the time Mr. and Mrs. Bob McLennan came.
He was very quiet and seemed to do very little conversing with people. However he was a willing worker and seemed to get along well wherever he worked.
He also moved to Carrot Creek with the Bob McLennan family.
The farm Alex McLennan had was not very pro-

John and Eva Moffat and family. Glen, Mervyn and Marion in

1964.

daughter, Faye Marie. Faye married Ron Johnston
also of Brandon who was an aircraft pilot. They were
living in Ontario at the time of his accidental death in
November, 1979. Faye is now living in Brandon with
their little son Rhett.
Eva married John Moffatt of Gregg, Manitoba on
November 11,1939. John was the eldest son of Sparling and Eliza Moffatt (McAmmond). John's parents
both came from Ottawa to the Gregg district and were
married there. John and Eva lived in Gregg for ten
years, then in 1949 they bought the farm at that time
owned by George Beswitherick in Arizona
(14-10-12). In 1972 they sold the farm and moved to
Carberry, Manitoba. They had two sons and one
daughter.
Glen with his wife Florence (Funk) and children
Gregory and Theresa, live at Saskatoon. Glen is a
heavy duty mechanic working for the Case Company.
Mervyn married Ruth (Backlin) and lives in Ottawa. Their children are Keri, Lonita and Bradley.
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field district where the family went to school. They
raised fourteen lively, fun-loving very musical children, who were:
Hugh, who married Mary Fletcher of Lavenham.
They had three children, Ida, Lawrence and Roy.
Hugh is dead, Mary lives in Glenboro, and Lawrence
died September 1981.
Flora married Hugh McGill of Pleasant Point;
both are buried in Carberry cemetery.
Dan married Marjorie Elmhirst of Carberry.
They had three children: Malcolm, Louise, and Isla.
He died in B.C. in 1970.
Gorden, who lived in B.C., died in 1962.
Effie married Gorden Kane of Rossendale. They
had four children: Clarice, Jean, Harvey and Eileen
(Mrs. Glen Hughson of Pine Creek). Effie died in
1943.
William married Emily Sigurdson. They had
three children: Jean, Ronnie and Jackie. They lived in
B.C. William died in 1963. Jack served overseas in
the Royal Engineers regiment. While he was there,
he married an English girl, Dorothy Scott. They have
three children: Margaret, Ian and Roy. William and
Emily live in Calgary.
George married Josephine Reynolds of Carberry.
They had one son, Wilfred. George died in 1952.
Blanche married Harold Donnely of B.C. They
have six -boys: Roy, Jack, Murray, Norton, Michael
and Calvin.
Lona married Townsley Barr of Carberry. They
had three children: Richard, Norman and Kathleen.
Townsley died in 1.968 and Mrs. Barr now lives in
Brandon.
Charlie married Dorothy McDonald of Firdale.
They had two boys: Earl and Barry. Charlie died in
1936.
Lavina married Herb Rodgers. After his death
she married John Haidy. They had one son: Larry.
Lavina now lives in Winnipeg.
Mary married "Scotty" Jim McGregor. They
had two children: Robert and Gayle. Now widowed,
Mary lives in Winnipeg.
Mr. and Mrs. McMillan retired to a farm home in
the Pleasant Point district south of Carberry, about
1915. Malcolm died in 1924 and Mrs. McMillan in
1948.

ductive for growing grain, so in later years Alex went
back to working for other farmers. He decided to
return to Scotland in the early 1960's. We learned of
his "passing on" a few years after his retirement in
his native land.
There were several Scottish people who came to
the Melvin and Arizona districts in the early 1900's.
For many of these people who established a home
here, life was not a bed of roses. Most have contributed a lot to Canada, especially in times when there
was not much prosperity.
We continue to think with "kind regards" of the
good citizens the McLennans were.

McMahon
by Anne Carritt
Jim McMahon came to Canada in 1907 from
England, with his sister and her family, Mr. and Mrs.
W. Badley. He was first employed as a farm hand. He
married Margaret "Maggie" Hogg, and they farmed
on SW 20-10-12. Later they farmed north of Sidney,
and also in the Pratt district. They had two children;
Cecil, who died as achild, and James Jr. Maggie died
when James was born. Jim could not farm alone, so
he had a farm auction sale. Times were hard in those
days, and Jim sold two year old colts for less than the
breeding fee that he had paid. Jim and the baby
moved to Winnipeg to live with his brother-in-law,
W. Badley and family. He remarried to Mollie Hurst.
They, with little James, farmed first near the Pas,
Manitoba, then at Fork River, Manitoba.
Jim and Mollie had two daughters also; Doreen
and Patricia.
James Junior farms near Fork River and is married to Adeline. They have two children; Colleen and
Harley.
After Jim and Mollie retired, they lived in Fork
River. Jim died in 1955.

Malcolm McMillan
by Anne Carritt with information from the
family
Malcolm McMillan, his wife Jenny (nee McDougal) and family came from Owen Sound, Ontario, to
Arizona in 1898. He homesteaded on NE 4-10-12,
where he farmed and operated a blacksmith shop.
Malcolm had been a blacksmith in Ontario, and
brought with him the tools and skills of his trade. He
shod horses, made and sharpened plow shares, set
tires on wagons and buggies, and repaired other farm
implements and tools for himself and his neighbors,
more often as a friendly deed, than for cash. He
owned and operated one of the first steam engines
and threshing machines.
The family moved to Pincher Creek, Alberta for
two years, then returned to Manitoba to the South-

Wallace McMinn
by Pearl DeAthe
Wallace McMinn was born in 1890 at
Shelbourne, Ontario. He came west with his father
and brother and settled at MacGregor for a few years.
His mother had passed away in Ontario before the
family came out west. His father and brother are both
buried at MacGregor.
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many years, and threshed around the Melvin district.
The neighbours he threshed for in Arizona included:
Duntons, Willis', Smiths, Edgars and Duncans.
He was caretaker for Sidney cemetery for approximately fifteen years. He loved music and in his
younger days played his fiddle or accordion for
dances on many occasions.
Christina, "Teenie", as she was known to many,
was a happy go-lucky soul whose main interest in life
was her home and family. She was always ready with
a helping hand to one and all. Teenie passed away in
May 1959. James died in September 1969.
James Jr. was born in the Melvin district in February 1927. As a young man he operated the farm with
his father and had a keen interest in livestock. He
raised a fine herd of purebred Shorthorn cattle and
Perc heron horses. He exhibited these at summer fairs
for a few years and earned his share of honours. He
served on the church board for a number of years
and, after his father's demise, was caretaker of the
Sidney cemetery from 1969-79. He also loved old
time music and could play the violin and accordion.
Jim and his father played for local dances. Jim died
suddenly in April 1979.
John was born in the Melvin district in July 1928.
He worked at home until he married Lena Kufflick in
June 1950 in the Sidney United Church. They took up
farming on the N.E. 27-10-12. They now reside on
N.E. 16-10-12, the former Dunc McIntyre place.
They have four children: Irene (Mrs. Murray
Wasilka), Douglas, Elsie and Donald.
Irene resides in Dauphin. She works for the Manitoba Telephone System.
Douglas is a bookkeeper and is employed at the
Extended Care Home in Shoal Lake.
Elsie and Donald are at home farming with their
father.
Elizabeth was born in Arizona in March 1930 and
died September of the same year.
Margaret was born in Arizona, May 1931. After
finishing school she worked for Manitoba Telephone
System as an operator at Sidney for three years. She
married W. 1. Lintott in August 1953 at Sidney. They
have a family of four: Ronald, Grant, Lloyd and
Elizabeth.
Mary was born December, 1932 in Arizona. She
worked as a domestic for the Rev. 1. Shaver, D.
Leslie, Roy Storie, Sam Riedle, Albert Humeston,
A. Brown, F. Watt, B. Ducharme, P. Olmsteads and
George Hay and others before returning home to
nurse her mother. Mary farmed with her brother Jim.
Since his demise, Mary has continued to operate the
farm.
Hugh was born December 1932 in Arizona. As a
young lad he worked for Albert Manns and Bill

Wallace (Mac as he was known to his friends)
never married. He farmed a few years at the river and
then went to work for Bill Guthrie of the Pleasant
Point district. While there he bought the NW quarter
of 2-10-13 North Cypress. On the property he built
log buildings, a house, barn, granary and work shop.
He moved to his place and broke some land with
horses. He produced enough feed, mostly oats, for
his horses and a few head of cattle.
Mac was a terrific man with an axe. He could
shape a building log, or a wagon tongue from a tree
with great expertise in a very few minutes. He was
also a very good blacksmith as evidenced by having
his own forge and sharpening his own plough shears.
He loved animals and made pets of his horses. He had
a pair of black Pomeranian dogs that he treated like
children. Cats gave him much company in his later
years.
He sold his farm to Bryden DeAthe but remained
in the buildings for several years.
He died October 5,1979 alone, as he lived, a very
independent spirit.

McPherson Family
by Mary McPherson
James, son of James and Isabel (Dyker) McPherson, was born December 1894 at Drywells, Parish of
Cabrach, County Banff, Scotland. He had two brothers and four sisters.
He was a shepherd. When he came to Canada as a
young man, he worked for 1. K. Nelson Menzie until
he obtained his own farm, the McRae place (24-10-12
S.E.) In the fall of 1928 he moved to Nick
McDougall's farm on S.E. 28-10-12.
He married Christina McGregor of Melvin in
July of 1926 at Austin. They had six children: James
Jr., John, Elizabeth, Margaret and a set of twins:
Mary and Hugh.
James, served as trustee for the school districts of
Melvin and Arizona. He owned a threshing outfit for

Mr. and Mrs. Jim McPherson Sr. The children from Left to
Right: Jim. John. Hugh. Mary and Margaret.
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Alton. He drove a truck for Howard Thorn for a
number of years. Hugh purchased the Sidney Transfer from Bob Maben in 1953. He married Fern Kellet
of Carberry in August 1957. They have three children: Darryl, Valdine and Kristi-Lynn.
They moved to Carberry in 1974, where Hugh
drives for Carberry Transfer.

Often the young people would visit their cousins in
the Carberry area.
In 1891, they were excited to hear that Billie's
sister Lizzie was travelling by herself all the way
from Ireland to become part of their family. She
arrived in Carberry by train, and was met by her
relatives. On the platform that day was a young man
by the name of James Routley. When he saw this
pretty Irish girl step off the train, he said to himself,
"There's the girl I intend to marry". He immediately
got acquainted as he belonged to an Arizona family
and after a proper courtship, the couple were married
in 1894. They homesteaded on the land where the
Arizona School is now situated, and went on to raise
a family of eleven children. This is covered by the
Routley story elsewhere in this book. After about
twelve years, somewhere around 1900, Billie and his
family moved to another homestead at Estevan, Saskatchewan. We knew they were still in this area in
1910, but later they moved to homestead number
three, this time in Northern Saskatchewan at Turtleford. There they farmed until most of their family
was grown and establishing homes of their own. But
once again, Billie seemed to get "itchy" feet, and he
along with his son Cecil went to Prince George and
started to farm in that area. There, Billie lived until
his death and he is buried at Prince George. The
mother, Sarah, on the other hand, stayed on at Turtleford until she retired and went to make her home
with one of her daughters at the coast. Of this large
family, only the three youngest boys are surviving,
Earl and Stanley who live in Prince George, and
Wilson who lives at Armstrong, B.C.
Alex Patterson's grandfather, John Muirhead, of
the Helston district was a first cousin of ''Army
Billie" and Lizzie (Muirhead) Routley. Alex married
Elsie Bickford in 1978 and is now farming in Arizona. Probably Alex has never heard of "Army Billie" but the relationship is there, and Billy sits on a
large branch of Alex's family tree.

William and Sarah Muirhead
by Marjorie Williams
William, son of Samuel Muirhead, and his wife
Sarah came with their family of three small children
from Ballymena, County Antrim, in Northern Ireland, in the year 1888, straight to Carberry, Manitoba. They were able to come overland by train as
the rails had gone through in 1882. Already many'
relatives of the large Muirhead clan had settled
around Carberry, Douglas and Gladstone. Thus, they
were met by family members who helped them get
settled. William had become a member of the Salvation Army and even after he came to Carberry kept in
touch with that organization. For this reason, he was
nicknamed ''Army Billie" and that name stuck with
him most of his life. It was one way of distinguishing
him from the dozens of William Muirheads that were
in the clan.
After a careful search for land in the areas
around, he chose a homestead in the Arizona district
in section 10-10-12, just south of the Arizona School,
about half a mile. Their children started to school and
more children arrived to bless their home. Altogether, they had a family of fourteen. Although
some died quite young and there were eleven left to
grow to maturity. Their names were: Stanley, Earl,
Graham, Minnie, Jennie, James, Bill Jr., Sarah, Wilson, Cecil and Currell.
One of the first deaths happened on the night
when there was to be a Christmas tree in the school.
Little Samuel, two years old, was playing around
while his sister Sadie prepared supper for the family.
A large pot of soup was bubbling on the stove. When
Sadie's back was turned, little Samuel managed t~
reach the pot and pull it over himself, receiving a
terrible scalding. The bum was so severe that Samuel
could not be saved, so that made a very sad Christmas
for the family. The little boy was buried in Carberry
cemetery. The mother, Sarah, had a tin trunk she had
brought from Ireland and in this she kept keepsakes.
Among them were some of Samuel's clothing, as
well as the bag of candy which was on the Christmas
tree with Samuel's name on it, that fateful night.
Many, many years later, she still kept these mementoes in her old tin trunk.
All times were not sad though, and the family
enjoyed everything that went on in the community.

Peter Mysach
by Harvey Robinson
Peter Mysach came to work for the Harry Bentons in the thirties and remained with them until they
retired in 1956, and moved to Carberry. He then
bought a farm where Norman Purkess now lives and
later moved to Winnipeg. He frequently visited the
Bentons until he passed away in 1970.

George Nesbit
by Pearl DeAthe with information from Lamina
Moore
George Nesbit was born in the district of Wooler,
County of Northumberland, England. He came to
Canada in 1912.
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On November 18, 1915 he married Hazel McIntyre of Arizona. Their only child, Thomas, was born
in August 1918. In 1921 Hazel died. Tom came to live
with the Jack Laggo family. He attended school at
Arizona and left the Arizona district in 1927 when the
Laggo family left. He completed his education in
Sidney.
George worked for several farmers in the Arizona, Sidney, and Firdale districts. In his declining
years he suffered from arthritis and was a resident of
the Margearet Rose Memorial Home in Carberry. He
passed away in June 1961.
Tom married Edith McGregor. He served overseas in World War II. When the war was over Tom
and Edith took up farming in Arizona. His death in
1950 while fixing his well was sudden and unexpected. It was a great shock to the family and community.

Mrs. North continued to make her home on the farm
until her daughter Ethel was widowed. She then
moved to Austin. Later, Ethel and Mrs. North moved
to Victoria, British Columbia where Mrs. North died
October 23, 1952 at the age of ninety-nine years.
Charles married Maud Lee of England. They had
three children; Horace, Rose and David.
Ernest married Ethel Woods. He farmed on SW
16-10-11, They raised two children Francis and Lily.
He died in 1980. Francis married Jean Godfrey. Francis is presently a councillor for the R.M. of North
Norfolk.
Ethel married John Collier of Austin. They raised
two children, Albert (Bud) and Doris.
Albert remained on the home farm. In 1928 he
married Agnes Woods of Pratt, who had come with
her family from England in 1920. They also raised
four children; Leslie, Elsie, Ronald and Eileen. Albert served as municipal counsellor for six years, and
on the local school board for many years. He died in
1979. His wife continues to live on the family farm.
Leslie lives on NW 17-10-11. He married Doreen
Beaulieu of Portage of Prairie. They have six children; Olga, Tracey, Dan, Dwight, Douglas and
Arthur.
Elsie married Bill Bickford of Worby. They lived
on 34-9-12, Vict0ria and raised four children; Bev
(Mrs. Joe Gross), Dale, Faye and Darrin. Elsie remarried and is now Mrs. Alex Patterson.
Ronald lives on 4-10-11. He married Ora Kennedy of Westbourne. They have one son, Timothy.
Eileen married Harold Downey of Wellwood.
They have three children: Rhonda, Derek and Stuart.
Mrs. Tom North's brother, Teddy Ebbel, also
lived in the Arizona district for many years, although
it is not known for sure if he owned land here.

North
by Anne Carritt with information from Ron

North
Tom North came from Great Carlton, Lincolnshire, England in 1886. He settled on S. W.
17 -10-11 and built a two-story log house there. In
1887, his fiancee Miss Elizabeth Ebbel, of England,
joined him in Canada. They were married in Carber-

Outhwaite
by Anne Carritt
John G. Outhwaite Jr. came from Shelbourne,
Ontario to Arizona in 1900. He settled on S.E.
3-10-12. His parents John Outhwaite Sr. and his wife
Jemima (nee Hunter) and sons Charles, Robert, Alfred, and Thomas came in 1902 and homesteaded on
N.E. 1-10-12.
John Jr. married Mary Anna (Mamie) Paisley of
Arizona. They had three children; Mae (Mrs. Ernie
Creasy) of Carberry. Vauden, who married Muriel
Thompson, lived at Justice. Arden married Vyvian
Calverly. They farm at Stockton. John Jr. died in 1909
and Mamie, a midwife, passed away in 1933.
Charlie married Ella May Paisley. They had four
children Mabel (Mrs. John Cramer of Carberry, died
in 1981). Graham, Claire and Beth Ella (Mrs. McLarty of Regina).

Mr. and Mrs. Tom North with Charlie (seated), Ernest (standing) and Ethel.

ry on October 15. Mr. North was active in the Arizona district before the Great Carlton school district
was formed. His name is one of those on the original
deed of the Arizona hall.
Mr. and Mrs. North raised four children; Charles,
Ernest, Ethel and Albert. Mr. North died in 1921.
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Bob married Beatrice Brigham of Austin. They
lived in the Sight Hill district. They had one son
Earle.
Tom did not marry. He worked for Mamie Outhwaite after the death of her husband.
Alfred married Lillian Mae Esbester. They
farmed on his father's homestead until they retired to
Brandon in 1952. Their children were Thomas of
Carberry, George of McGregor, Raymond of Brandon, Lawrence of Winnipeg and Marian (Mrs. Allan
Jarvis) of Carberry.

Bob and June Hales of Calgary, Alberta were
married in 1973. Bob had done his courting over the
telephone. June also handicapped by multiple sclerosis, loved antiques and beautiful things. She was an
accomplished ceramist. Unfortunately June's condition deteriorated until she was spending most of her
time in hospital. In 1978 she became a full time
resident in Lyon's Manor, Portage la Prairie. June
returned to Calgary in 1980 and now lives in Dr. Vern
Fannings Extended Treatment Center where extensive physiotherapy is available.
Bob continues to reside in his house assisted by
"Home Care" . He is unable to get out very often but
prefers to live in the midst of his beloved hills.

Robert Denton Owens
by Claire DeAthe with information from Robt.
Owens.

James Paisley

Robert Owens (Bob) was born in Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan. His father, Walter, was an executive of
the Canadian National Railroad. Because of this, he
was moved to several cities before he became general
manager of the C. N . R. for western Canada in the
1950's. Bob was educated in Winnipeg, Montreal,
Saskatoon and Edmonton. Mr. Owens was very anxious for his family to be well educated. Bob's studies
were completed in Ravenscourt, a private boys'
school in Winnipeg.
World War II broke out when Bob was a teenager.
On his eighteenth birthday, Bob enlisted in the Navy.
It is interesting to note that his ship was one of the last
to be torpedoed during the war. Following his discharge, Bob became a ranch hand. He loved outdoor
life. Two notable places he worked for were the
Douglas Lake Ranch in British Columbia and the
Gilchrist spread near Maple Creek, Saskatchewan.
Later he was employed by 1. R. Speers on his ranch
south of Carberry.
In 1952, Bob purchased Herb Abery's farm, SW
22-9-12, Victoria Municipality. He settled down to
raise cattle. Bob preferred to cross breed his herd. He
found that a mixture of Shorthorn, Angus and Hereford were hardiest and good producers. Bob also
raised and broke most of his saddle horses.
In 1961 and 1962 Bob began to develop symptoms of multiple sclerosis. Despite his increasing
handicap, he maintained his herd of cattle until 1977 ,
helped by his niece Donna Owens.
Wayne WieIer worked for Bob in 1972. When
Wayne returned late one evening the furnace exp1oded. Despite the blazing fire, Wayne assisted Bob
and his cat from the house. All Bob's household
effects and his dog were lost. Wayne was presented
with the Governor General's Medal of Bravery for his
actions.
Bob rebuilt near the old site. His new home has a
comfortable western decor and a southwest view to
capture the winter sunset.

by Anne Carritt with information from the
family
James Paisley was born in Ceerlyle, Cumberland,
England in 1859. He and his brother Tom came to
Canada as young men. James married Elizabeth
White in Chippewa Hill, Ontario in 1880. They came
to Manitoba by Red River cart that year, and Mr.
Paisley helped build the main line of the C.P.R. in the
Camp Hughes area.
In 1882 they homesteaded on SW 14-10-12 in the
Arizona district. There was an Indian burial ground
on their farm, and Mrs. Paisley told her children of
seeing beads scattered there on the ground. Because
of the lake near by, Indians often stopped and called
at Paisleys' house for eggs and other food. James and
Elizabeth had seven children; Ella May, Mary Anna
(Mamie), Mabel, Olive, Graham and two boys who
died as infants. Mrs. Paisley was a fine seamstress.
Mary Peck has in her possession, a toddler's dress
made by Mrs. Paisley in 1898.
The Paisleys lived in Arizona for eighteen years.
James returned to work for the C.P.R. as section
foreman at Camp Hughes, a position that was later
held by his grandson Graham Outhwaite. James then
worked on the cross-over diamond at Portage la Prai-

Lorna and John Paisley.

102

rie and later the same job in Gladstone. He retired
from the C.P.R. in 1928, bought the house in Carberry now occupied by his grandson Graham, and died
in 1934. Mrs. Paisley had died two months earlier.
They are buried in Carberry Cemetery.
Ella May married Charlie Outhwaite. They had
four children; Mabel (Mrs. John Cramer), Graham,
Claire and Beth Ella (Mrs. McLarty of Regina)
Mary Anna (Mamie) married John Outhwaite, Jr.
They had three children; Mae (Mrs. Ernie Creasey)
Vaudan and Arden.
Mabel married Norman Sharp of Portage la Prairie. They had one son, Norman.
Olive married Dave Dyers of Iron River, Alberta.
Graham drowned in Crescent Lake, Portage at
age seventeen.

Robert and Hannah established a post office in
their home bringing mail from Sidney three times a
week by horseback, buggy or sleigh. Whether it had
a name or was just a subdivision of the Sidney Post
Office is not known.
From there they moved to the Southfield district
but left behind buildings, and a rhubarb patch that
was still growing in 1930. The plants flourished and
may still be there, for you know how hardy the
rhubarb roots are! In Southfield they owned the se
quarter of 26-9-12 and rented the nw quarter for
pasture.
James and Rodges worked for various farmers
while Hannah helped her mother and her sister Clarinda (Stephenson) with her family.
About 1903 Grandpa and Grandma Parkinson,
Rodges, Hannah and Jim moved to Prince Albert for
the winter. In the spring they decided to go to a
homestead thirty miles from Maymont, Saskatchewan. There they lived until their death; Robert in
1919 and Hannah in 1933.
Rodges farmed there for a time then went to
Meadow Lake where he died.
Jim married Davina Ritchie, farmed at Prince
Albert a few years then moved to Vancouver where
he worked on the waterfront for fifteen years, before
his death in 1951.
Hannah married George Pennell and farmed at
Kamsack, Saskatchewan for a number of years before moving to spend their last years in town.
Meanwhile Ellen married Walter Ritchie and they
moved to Nanaimo, British Columbia. Ellen died in
1908.
Christopher, who started it all in the Arizona
district, married Ellen Hough and lived a number of
years one half mile south of Sidney. The remnants of
the long line of Manitoba maples that bordered their
lane may still be seen. Three of their children were
born there and the other three at Kamsack, where
they settled after a brief time at Souris. There he
worked for the town until his retirement and subsequent death in 1958.
Some descendants of the Parkinson families meet
with the Stephenson members at reunions. What fun
it would be if all could do so!

The Parkinsons
by Hope Collier
Christopher Parkinson arrived from Tees water,
Ontario to the Arizona District about 1888. By the
study of early maps, he seemed to have acquired a
number of quarter sections in the area. His two sisters
Ellen and Clarinda arrived in 1889 and their parents
that fall. Their parents, Robert and Hannah Parkinson, settled on land shown under Chris's name as
. C.P.R. Grant no. 3272, one quarter mile west of the
Arizona school on NE 9-10-12. Robert Parkinson had
been born in Heysham, England in 1832 and came to
Ontario where he met and married Hannah Hodgson
of New Brunswick, who had been born in 1844. They
were married at Teeswater, CuI ross County, Ontario
on October 31, 1865. All six children were born on
the farm. The three older members of the family,
Ellen born in 1866, Christopher in 1868, and Clarinda in 1871, had preceeded their parents to Arizona.
That left them to bring Rodges, born 1880, Hannah,
born 1882, and James in 1886. These three grew up in
Arizona and attended school there.

Paterson Family
by Evelyn Kilfoyle with information from the
family
It is believed the Patersons came to Canada from
Scotland between the years 1906 to 1908, when most
Scottish folk arrived. When the Patersons came they
stayed at 396 Flora Avenue in Winnipeg with an
uncle. It is believed they moved to Arizona district
around 1912.

Mr. and Mrs. Parkinson.
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colnshire, England. The church which the family
attended was built in the year 970, and still is in use at
Thurlby. Joseph, his wife Sarah and one daughter
were buried there. Three of their children remained
in England, but three sons, William, Harry and
Joseph immigrated to Canada.
Harry, my father, was born on July 19, 1859 in
Cawthorp. He had little formal education because
each child had to take money to school each Monday
morning to pay for that weeks' schooling. At the age
of ten years, he became a farm laborer.
He came to Canada about ten years later. Harry
and his brothers came to Port Hope, Ontario. Another eight years as a laborer followed, and then he
and Will came west to Carberry.
They both worked on farms near Carberry (all the
while) searching for land. They went to Oakville,
and MacDonald and finally to the site in the district
which became known as the "Melvin District". Father purchased the N.E. of 23.10.12 from the North
West Land Company for $6.00 per acre. He built a
log house and barn from trees growing on this land.
Now Father was ready to return to Port Hope for
the girl who was waiting for him there. He married
Margaret Mackay on January 10, 1892. She was then
thirty years of age. She had been totally deaf from the
age of sixteen, but conversed with everyone by reading their lips. How much she missed; never hearing
her babies cry, nor their first words or childish laughter.
Mr. and Mrs. Peck spent their honeymoon coming west towards a pioneer life in the log cabin. A
neighbor met them in Sidney. When Margaret arrived at her home, she looked around for the house.
She thought both log buildings were stables. They
did look the same, both having log walls, sod roof
and being half covered with snow.
Neighbors were generous with wedding gifts - a
bag of grain, a pig, two hens and a rooster, a quilt and
other necessities of pioneer life. One wedding gift ate
up another - the pig ate the rooster, much to the
bride's dismay!
The house had two rooms. The walls were whitewashed, but when it rained, the rain brought mud
down from the sod roof and badly stained the white
walls. Their bed was made of poplar poles and all the
furniture was crude. Three daughters, Alice, Mabel,
and Jennie were born in that log house. Before the
fourth daughter, Bertha, was born in 1899, they had
built a house, with bricks from the brick yard at
Sidney. This house was enlarged by the building of a
new wing in 1904.
The first son born into the family died at birth. In
1904 I, Robert Douglas, was welcomed into the
world. Brother Fred arrived five years later and

Mr. Paterson was a baker by trade and ran a small
bake shop in Scotland. Little is known of his first
wife. By the time the family had come to Canada he
had remarried to Margaret McNab. His six children
are from his first marriage.
His eldest daughter, Jeannie, married a baker in
Scotland, but died when quite young.
Next came the twins, Dugald (Dougie) and John
and they both worked for the C.N.R. in Winnipeg.
Later Doug moved to Montreal and became secretary
of the building's exchange. He married Ella Caic and
they had two sons, Allan and Donald.
Duncan, the next son, farmed in Arizona. He
married Mattie McGregor of the Southfield district
and they farmed N.W. 2-10-12 and S.E. 10-10-12
until they sold out and retired to Carberry in October,
1948. Duncan died in 1956 and Mattie May 23,1965.
They are buried in Carberry cemetery.
Following Duncan, was Allan who stayed on the
home farm, until moving to Montreal in 1938. He
sold the farm to Keith Bickford in 1947. He married a
Scottish lassie, Jeannie, who, after Allan's death,
returned to Scotland and remarried.
Lastly a daughter, Charlotte, worked in Winnipeg
until she married A. E. Whiting and moved to
Montreal. She had two sons; Douglas and Howard.
Mr. Paterson Sr. served on the school board as
well as the Church Board in 1925, when the Methodist and Presbyterian Churches united. It is not known
when he and his wife left Arizona and returned to
Winnipeg.

The Harry Peck Family
By R. D. Peck
The Peck family had its origin in England. My
grandfather, Joseph Peck, lived at Thurlby, Lin-

Mrs. Harry Peck and family. From Left to Right: Jennie Mcintyre, Robert, Fred, Mable, and Alice Duncan. Seated is Mrs.
Peck.
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received fifteen cents per bushel for forty bushels of
wheat; a total of six dollars. The wheat had been
damaged by frost.
Father kept careful records. His journal, which is
still in good condition, shows thirty-six pages of
closely written entries from January 1902 to 1907.
Each page of his journal was for a specific purpose
such as: material for tool shed and granary, farm
expenses, blacksmithing, house department, wheat
sold, loans made, business with the neighbors and
with hired men, and records from the grist mill.
On April 19, 1902 Samuel Hodgins commenced
work for seven months for $l70.00. This record is
followed by a record of payments made to him during
this time. Sam was certainly not a spendthrift, as at
the end of the seven months, he was paid the balance
owing $155.70. I remember Father talking about this
summer's work. Sam was hired to cut scrub and dig
roots, which he did continuously for seven months
with only one day off, and that was because he was
ill. Even this day's illness is shown in the records.
The following are entries from another account
book used by Father in 1906 and 1907. Notice the
wages paid to harvesters - $1.50 per day. The two
English men did not stay long. Two Scots, who came
later, were paid $2.00 per day.
Names of other men with whom he did business
also appear in the journal: 1. McElrea, 1. Cornwell,
R. Pearn, H. McGregor, R. Beswitherick, E. Keepeny, Alex Duncan, A. McIntyre, 1. Outhwaite, Wm.
Younie, H. E. Hamilton, Henry Benton, 1. Hay,
Clifford Booth, 1. C. Babb, 1. R. Michie, 1. Robinson, A. Robertson, F. O. Michie, W. B. Shannon,
and G. S. Haslam. It would be interesting to know
how many of the descendants of these men still reside
in this part of Manitoba.
The following are a few items selected from
various pages of the journal.
Blacksmithing 1902
Jan. 9 team shod. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
.75
March 29 paid B. Pearn
for 1 share (sharpening) . . . . . . . . .
.45
Nov. 4 one water trough ........... 3.00
House Department 1902
Jan. 303 lamp glasses .25 . . . . . . . . .
.75
Feb. 15 one dipper, .15¢, one thread. 1O¢,
I stove lifter. 10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
.35
Aug. 5 paid for 3 bags of flour
(100 Ib bags) .................. 6.00
Nov. 27 paid R. 1. Michie for 145 Ibs.
beef at 7¢/lb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 10.15
Dec. 3 bought rubbers for Alice ....
.50
1904
Mar. 3 paid 1. Babb for 5 lbs of tea. . . 1.75

Mother and Father were happy to have sons as well as
their four lovely daughters.
The summer after they were married, Mother
insisted that they buy a cow. The first cow was
difficult to keep close to home, as there were no
fences on the farm. When she wandered away it was
difficult to find her in the thick bush. Once Mother
went with a young dog to hunt the cow. After hunting
for a long while, she decided she was lost. She tied
her apron around the dog's neck, and tried to send
him home, so Father might guess what happened.
After much scolding, the dog took off, but met Mother later in a different part of the bush. By this time
only the apron strings were left on the dog's neck.
She did, however, finally find her way back.
Later Father had a turn at hunting the cow. In this
hunt he was IV2 miles north, and came upon a clearing in the bush and a man clearing land. He found
they had some neighbors; Mr. and Mrs. Jim Hay.
The early years were hard as money was scarce.
Groceries were purchased by selling eggs, cream and
butter. Mother also made farmers overalls for neighbars. She got denim from the Stanley Mills in Ontario. Before her marriage, she had worked in a
garment factory. For making a man's suit she was
paid $1.25. Occasionally she had made a suit in a day
by taking it home to finish in the evening.
In these years horses were expensive, but Father
bought some and raised more. One of the first horses
he purchased died before he had completed paying
for it, but he had to continue payments. The first
frame barn burned only five years after it had been
built. The next barn was a large one with a windmill
erected on it. This windmill had power enough to
crush grain and saw wood, but its main purpose was
to pump water. The horses got a drink of water as they
came past the corner of the barn. If the wind was
blowing the windmill pumped water by means of a
line shaft transferring power to the pump, also at the
corner of the barn.
In the years between 1920 and 1939 the farm kept
four men and twenty-two horses employed in the
summer time. A horse was also kept to draw the
buggy or cutter.
The farm was productive and it began to prosper,
but not without much hard work. Father bought land
all around him, adding to his acreage. The home site
was S.E. half of23.l0.12. and he purchased N half of
22.10.12 and three quarters of 24.10.12 - seven
quarters in all.
The first few crops grown were delivered to Carberry elevator, a distance of twenty-two miles. To
make the return trip in a day in the winter it was
necessary to be half way to Carberry before the sun
rose. These were long, cold trips. On one trip he
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with his team all day counted "two man day's work".
Each farmer was allowed a reduction on his taxes
because of the "statute labor" done.
The Melvin School was built two miles north of
our home. It was built as soon as the children of the
district were old enough to go to school. Miss Mae
Collier, taught the four Peck girls. Miss Collier, now
Mrs. Wallace, is now ninety-six years of age (1981)
and resides in MacGregor. When speaking to her
recently she told me that Melvin was the best school
in which she had taught. The school became the
center of the community, and church services, conducted by a Presbyterian minister, were held there on
alternate Sundays.
Our home was four miles from Arizona church
and school. As a young family we attended church at
Melvin on Sunday mornings. We arrived home, had
dinner, then went to Arizona Sunday School and
Church in the afternoon. It was a busy day for my
sister, Jennie, as for several years she played the
organ at Melvin church and taught a Sunday school
class at Arizona.
The war of 1914-18 took several sons of the pi0neers overseas. Farmers were trying to produce
grain and harvest it without the usual help of transient
labor. These men were now soldiers. In 1917 at the
age of 13, I was no longer able to attend school, and
had to stay at home to take the place of a man on the
farm.
In 1917 Father bought our first car, a "Willy's
Overland". This car was a novelty to the whole
family. We all went for a short ride. All went well
until we arrived home, and came to the wire gate at
the end of the lane. Father called "Whoa! whoa
there!", but we kept going right through the gate.
Cars don't listen and obey as horses do. Father got
out of the car and said, "Bob, you drive it". I did,
much to my pleasure, and he never drove a car again.
Another improvement Father got for our home
was a Delco electric light plant, in 1921. The house,
barns and granaries were all wired for electric lights.
The Delco plant was used for thirty years until Hydro
came to our area in 1952.
As the years passed we prospered and progressed
with the rest of the country, buying tractors and
power equipment to replace the horses and horsedrawn machinery. Fred and I both became farmers,
and as Father grew older we purchased land from
him.
Alice, Mabel and Bertha became school teachers. Jennie stayed at home to help Mother with the
work. Alice later married Adam Duncan and they
farmed nearby. Bertha married Harold Skjeie, a
banker and moved with him to Alberta. She resided

April 20 paid dinner and feed at Austin
.40
Feb. 14 paid felt boots for Mabel .... 1.80
Now, almost 80 years later, this makes very interesting reading, and gives an insight into how they
lived. All expenses were carefully recorded, as were
income and all other transactions. Even the blotter
with which he blotted the ink from his straight nibbed
pen is still in the book.
During the time my Father was working in Ontario, the first binders were made. These machines
cut the standing crop, elevated it onto a deck where a
mechanism called a knotter tied the grain into
sheaves. The first binders tied the sheaves with wire.
Because of difficulties at the threshing machines, the
knotters were soon adapted to use twine. Adjusting
the intricate knotter mechanism to tie and not "miss"
required much skill.
Men followed the binder, to do the stooking. This
was an arduous task, placing eight to ten sheaves
together to allow the grain to dry before threshing.
Getting crops harvested before winter set in was
urgent. Early threshing separators were powered by
horses going around in a circle, to work the machinery. Thus the origination of the term "horse power" .
With the horse walking quickly, a large pully was
turned which, by means of a large belt, drove the
threshing separator. Later steam engine replaced the
"horse power". These engines were stationary, and
had to be pulled by horses from one area to another.
Horses also had to pull the separator. Some horses
"balked" at having to pull such heavy loads. One
"balky" team that were terribly afraid of the whistle
of the steam engine forgot to balk when someone
pulled the whistle rope.
Some farmers who could not get a threshing
outfit early enough, stacked their crop to await the
coming of the steam outfit. All the neighbors worked
on threshing gangs as well as transient labor. It was a
big day when the outfit pulled into a farmyard. Feeding fourteen men, in addition to the family was a
busy job. Breakfast was at six a.m., dinner at twelve
noon, lunch at four p.m. and supper at eight p.m. A
lot of grain was put into the granaries. Later it would
be hauled to the railway to load into boxcars at the
siding called Gateside. This was on the C.N.R. line
about three miles south, a much shorter haul than to
Carberry.
Roads in the area were built and improved by
"statute labor". One man in a district was sent a list,
from the municipal office, stating which road each
farmer had to work on and improve. This work was
done by horses pulling scrapers to move the earth
from the top of the hills to the hollows. They filled
low spots to eliminate mud holes. Each farmer was
required to do "four man days". One man working
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in Calgary. Jennie married Herbert McIntyre and
went to live on the McIntyre farm, two miles away.
Our father passed away in June 1935, just one
month before his 75th birthday. He was active until
the last few days of his life. Mother lived to be 100
years and 11 months of age. She was quite active for
her age.
Though Melvin was my parents' school district,
living on the south side near the Arizona district and
~aking part in its church services, sawing bees, quilt1O~ bees and the picnics also made them a part of
Anzona. Our parents were truly pioneers of this area.

Danita and Daryl live in Wawanesa where Danita
teaches.
In 1966, having sold their farm, the Pecks with
three daughters still at home, moved to MacGregor.
Edith taught in the MacGregor Elementary School
for fifteen years, until she retired in June, 1981.

Fred Peck
by Fred Peck
I, Fred was born June 21, 1909 - the seventh
member in the family of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Peck of
Sidney. I received my education at the Melvin school
where all grades were taught to grade nine.
At the age of eleven, having a love for music I
decided to try to playa violin. There were, in the
Melvin and Arizona communities several individuals
who played quite well. I felt encouraged by their
hidden talents and simple folk songs.
One bright Saturday spring day my brother
Douglas and myself started off with the team and
cutter to locate a farmer's place where we had heard a
violin was for sale. That gentleman's name was Mr.
Herb North. He lived close to the C.N .R. at Pratt,
Manitoba. He sold us his violin with strings, bow and
case for the total sum of five dollars. I recall, my
brother locating the five dollars deep down in his
pocket. In those days Douglas was the better financier so he closed the deal. I was extremely proud of
him and delighted in the fact that we had finally
bought a fine instrument. The older the better so we
believed! This one was really old!
By Sunday morning I had figured out how to play
a folk song, "Ye Banks and Braes". With this accomplished, my father came in and announced he
thought that would be sufficient for today, and I had
better get ready for church. I, in my opinion, never
quite mastered the art of being a violinist but through
the years one of my closest companions and greatest
joys has been my instrument. Music is the universal
language and it reaches down into the hearts of all
mankind, rich or poor, or free. It knows no barriers.

R. D. Peck Family
by R. D. Peck
In 1943 Bob Peck married Edith Wilson, a native
of Saskatchewan, who had been teaching at Melvin in
1940-1941. Their first year of marriage was spent on
the "Bell farm" (now owned by George McGregor).
At this time Fred and Edna lived on the farm called
the "McRae Place", one half mile east of the old
home. In 1944 Fred decided to leave the farm, to go
into business in Sidney. He sold his farm to his
brother, Bob, and the Bell farm, after being rented
and sold a few times, finally became George
McGregor's home.
The R. D. Peck's had five daughters: Marjorie
Lynn, Glenda Mae, Lorna Marie, Donella Dariene
and Danita Dale.
After the fourth girl, "Grandma Peck", well past
the age of ninety was still hoping for a Peck grandson
to carryon the name. She said, "You have another
one, You'll have a boy. History repeats itself. I had
four girls before I had my boys". But, when Danita
was born, Grandma, at the age of ninety-four, was
very happy and did not express any disappointment.
She was always very fond of the little one. Perhaps
she felt responsible.
This next paragraph will sound like the "begats"
in the Bible. Marjorie married Wally McMillan of
Pine Creek. They now reside in Pilot Mound. They
have three athletic sons, John, Donovan, and Dale
who have all become outstanding hockey and ball
players. Glenda married Len Martens of McGregor.
They are living in Barrie, Ontario. Their two daughters, Shari and Roberta are enthusastic about ballet
gymnastics and cross country skiing.
'
Lorna married Wayne Abbott of McGregor, Lorna, a nurse, now lives with her two small children
Cari and Jerad in Vernon, B.C. Donella married John
Thiessen of Austin and they have one daughter,
Teresa. They live in MacGregor where Donella's
Beauty Parlor is well known.
Danita married Daryl Borton of MacGregor.

Fred Peck.
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Edna Peck.

By 1924 I had completed one year in high school,
and by June of that year there was a need for extra
farm help. I went to work for my father, Harry Peck. I
earned the handsome salary of two hundred dollars
per annum. The seven years to follow were as my
father called them, "years of apprenticeship". He
claimed it took seven years to learn a trade, and to be
a successful farmer would be no exception. Little did
I know then just what I was confronted with, or
where the path would lead.
My father was a hard master, but underneath his
stern character was a heart of gold. He rose early and
worked late, and expected others to follow the example. There were times when I didn't quite meet his
expectations! His high regard for the sabbath was
second to none. Sunday was for the Lord's work and
that day was spent attending church, both Melvin,
being Presbyterian, and Arizona, which was Methodist.
In the business world the teaching was from the
word of God - "Owe no man anything". My father
obeyed it to the letter!
In the spring of 1930 my father purchased three
quarter sections of land from 1. W. McCrae and sons
of Carberry. I learned from my mother that it was
purchased so that I would have land of my own. In the
year 1932 I bought the above land from my parents. I
gave them all my savings which was in the area of two
thousand dollars. This was my beginning - It was
also the beginning of the worst depression we had
every read about or experienced. The words "Owe
no man anything" haunted me at every turn. The
months and years passed, and with the hospitability
of friends and good neighbours, many of whom had
found themselves in similar circumstances, helped
us to make the "best" of what seemed an endless
situation.
As we glance back, we can scarcely say that
economic depressions were completely harmful to
us, as I believe through hardship and suffering we
often found the true meaning of life.
In October, 1936, I married Edna McConeghy of
Gladstone. We made our home on the farm in the
Melvin district known as the McCrae farm. In February, 1944 we sold our livestock and machinery at a
public auction and moved to Sidney. While there we
operated the general store previously known as
Raynor's General Store. The business world,
however glamorous, did not completely dampen my
desire for the land. After a few short years we left
Sidney and searched for other property in the country. In the spring of 1955 we came to what was known
as the Coltart Brothers' Farm. They sold to a Mr.
Higgins of Winnipeg and we were asked to come to
the farm as farm managers. During the summer of

1955 Mr. Higgins became quite ill and passed away
that same year. We continued to operate the farm the
following year for the estate of Mr. Higgins. Two
years later we purchased the East Half and the NW
quarter of 33-10-13 plus the adjoining pasture land,
which was an additional five hundred acres.
At the time of the writing - October 1981- we
are still actively engaged in farming where we came
to reside in 1955. Our family of four girls have grown
up here and have now established homes of their
own.
The eldest Margaret Arlene lives at MacGregor
and is married to Robert Anderson. They have two
children: Allan and Heather. Allan now works for the
municipality cif North Norfolk. Heather is completing a course in hairdressing.
Myrna Beth is married to Terry Williams of The
Pas. Myrna has her Bachelor of Arts Degree and
teaches business and language. They have two children: Kathleen and Dean. Both are accomplished
students at the present time. Kathleen plays the saxophone in the school band and Dean excells in
hockey.
Sharon Patricia is married to Mr. George Jarvis of
Melbourne. They live on the NW quarter of 33-10-13
and now have a capital investment in the farm as well
as a firmly established livestock herd. They have
three children: Jacqueline, Julie and Barry. All are
attending school and are also interested in music.
Barry, is the little farmer at heart and is also studying
violin at Brandon University.
Carol Roxanne, our youngest daughter, lives at
Vancouver, B. C. She is married to Gordon Goodkey,
an executive employee of B.C. Railway. They have
two daughters. At the present they are attending
school in Tsawwassen, B.C. Rhonda is studying
voice. Charlene is also musical but has not decided as
yet where her talents should be directed.
The community of Melbourne, in which we now
reside, has witnessed several changes in the past
twenty-five years. Many of the great pioneers have
passed on but the true bond of friendship which they
established continues to flourish as young men and
women grow up and purchase the land, where once
the pioneers lived.

The William Peck Family
by Donna Harland
William Peck arrived in Port Hope, Ontario,
from England with his brother Harry, at the same
time the railroad was being built to western Canada.
Working on farms in the Port Hope area, it was their
ambition to travel west and purchase one for themselves.
As soon as the railraod was built to the west, they
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and brought back with them, their brides. Will married the former Georgina Carolina Taylor and they
first settled on a farm in the Castle Point district.
They had two sons, Henry Joseph (Harry) and
Wilfred Theodore. The family then moved to the
Ingelow district where three daughters were born, .
Beatrice Lillian, Hazel Bernice and Edna Georgina.
In 1907, the family moved to a farm next to
brother Harry, bordering on the Arizona-Melvin
School District. The farm, NW 23-1O-12W was purchased from J. R. Michie, with the crop on. The
home was known as the "House of Seven Gables".
The children could attend either Arizona or
Melvin Schools. Harry, Wilfred and Beatrice completed their education at Melvin School, Hazel and
Edna, at Arizona. Beatrice went on to study at Brandon College. Harry and Wilfred helped their father
on the farm. Wilfred's interest was in repairing machinery and vehicles for family and neighbours.
Horses were mainly used to do the farm work. Several cows were milked. Butter and eggs were taken to
the store in Sidney, often to pay for groceries in
return. They also had their regular customers in town
for butter and eggs.
A team of horses, Charlie and Pride, took the
family in the democrat to church. A surrey with a
fringe on top was the alternative mode of transportation and is vivid in the minds of family members.
Mrs. Peck would often be seen on a Saturday,
driving to town for groceries in a buggy drawn by
Princess, a hackney. It certainly was a sign of the
times when a 1917 Overland car was purchased and
caused excitement for both children and adults.

William Peck Family. I. to r.: Baby Beatrice, William, Wifred,
Harry (seated), Mrs. Georgina Peck.

journeyed to Manitoba, arriving in Carberry, March
17, 1889. They worked in the Castle Point district the
first summer and spent the first winter with Mr.
Harry Bate. This was the beginning of a lifelong
friendship, sharing together home visits, picI'lics,
musical and social events. The following spring,
Harry worked east of Sidney for Mr. N. McDougall
and Will went to Ingelow district, northwest of Carberry.
Both brothers returned to Port Hope to be married

The Will Peck Family. Left to Right in the Back Row: Harry, Mrs. Peck, Mr. Peck, Wilfred and Beatrice. Front Row: Edna and Hazel.
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filled. With co-operation of each family member they
managed very well and were very close companions.
Beatrice taught music in Austin and MacGregor and
was organist in Arizona Church.
Hazel also helped at various functions by playing
the piano. Edna helped during the harvest for several
years at the Ellwood Cowan farm at Melbourne.
Mr. Peck contributed much of his time and efforts
on church boards and organizations in the community. Family members recall how all the work had to be
completed on Saturday, including shoes polished, so
that Sunday was free for Church and Family activities. In 1933 Mr. Peck moved with his daughter
Beatrice to retire in Carberry. He died in April 1937 .
On November 9, 1927, Harry married Elsie,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Beswitherick, at
their home in the Arizona district. They first settled
on the Hugh McGregor farm in the Melvin district.
To this marriage, one son Raymond was born. In
1939 they moved to the home farm. Harry, a sincere,
diligent worker, along with his wife Elsie, contributed much in making a good home and helping with
many worthwhile projects in the church and community. In 1950 they remodelled the "House of
Seven Gables" and soon it became a modem, convenient farm home. Mixed farming was modernized
as machinery too k over from the horses. One of the
happy memories of nieces and nephews who visited,
was that of taking lunch to the field during threshing
time and being able to sit on a sheaf with the man and
share their lunch. They always had a beautiful bounteous garden, with plenty to share, especially raspberries.
Being of quiet manner, Elsie was artistic and
creative. Her handwork is cherished amongst her
relatives and friends. All who visited their home will
recall delicious food and good fellowship.
Raymond lives on the home farm. He attended

Having been employed in the home of a Judge
and family in the Port Hope area before her marriage,
Mrs. Peck readily adapted to her pioneer life in
Manitoba. Her culinary abilities are fondly remembered by her nieces who recall the delectable cakes
and pastries, with a variety of fillings that were her
specialty. She always tended a large flock of chickens
and she loved to garden. Mr. and Mrs. Peck both
enjoyed gardening. Raspberries and Strawberries
were grown for more than their own use.
The Will Peck home is especially remembered
for the community lawn socials that were held there.
Colourful flower gardens, hanging plants and lighted
Japanese lanterns hanging from trees made a decorative setting for such an event. It is recalled that during
one of the gatherings that one of the lanterns caught
fire in the trees and there was great excitement until
the fire was out. Music, singing and lawn croquet
was always enjoyed. Everyone took a tum at the
handle of the Ice Cream Freezer, the end result being
a delicious treat for such a gathering.
Teachers sometimes boarded at the Peck home
and the children remembered how they had to be very
quiet in order that they would not disturb them while
they prepared the lessons for the following day. They
recall Miss Matthews boarding with them. They also
remembered holding a Garden Party as a "Farewell"
to Miss Godfrey.
The Will and Harry Peck families were close
neighbours and the children grew up together, attending many community functions together, as well as
school Church and Sunday School. Music and singsongs were very much a part of both families. As
much fun and laughter was enjoyed travelling to the
events by horse and buggy, democrat or sleigh, as at
the event itself.
Being young, it was considered a sport at that
time, to race with the horses for short open spaces, on
the roads. When one could not see the spokes in the
buggy wheels, it was imagined that they were travelling as fast as a train.
It was a severe shock to the family and community when Mrs. Peck died suddenly at the age of 50
years, 10 months, on March 4, 1921 at Portage la
Prairie, while undergoing surgery which would now
be considered a minor operation.
Beatrice, who was studying music at Brandon
College at the time of her mother's death, returned
home to care for the family. Classmates still recall
how tastefully she prepared her two younger sister's
lunch pails and how she was loved by her brothers
and sisters. Chores were divided up amongst the five
ofthem. Beatrice and Hazel helped with the milking,
while Edna being the youngest was responsible for
the evening meal and seeing that the wood box was

The Pecks: Harry, Elsie, Raymond and Mary, October 1966.
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Melvin School and the Briercrest Bible Institute at
Caronport, Saskatchewan, returning to the home
farm where he worked with his father. On October
15, 1966, in the Arizona Church, he married Mary,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Wiebe of Sidney, with
their reception being held in the Arizona hall. Mary,
a teacher, taught at Arizona school, then spent considerable time in northwestern Ontario, at Sandy
Lake, as principal, where she taught native children.
She and Raymond built a home in the same yard as
Raymond's parents. Contributing much to their
church and community, with their special interests
and hobbies, their home, the "PECK HOMESTEAD" will always remain a very special place for
family and friends to visit.
In January 1968, Harry died very suddenly in St.
Boniface Hospital, Winnipeg. Due to illness, Elsie
lived for six years in the Convalescent Home in
Winnipeg where she enjoyed visits from friends and
relatives and continued her handicraft when she was
able. She passed away in January, 1979.
On November 28, 1928, Hazel married Hugh
Edward Hood, twin son of James and Agnes Hood of
Sidney. They were married in the Arizona church,
with a buffet reception to follow at the Peck home.
They settled on the James Hood farm near Sidney.
One son Glen was born. Moving from the farm to
Douglas, Man., Hazel and Glenn lived with relatives, Bert and Mable Aspeland, for a short time,
while Hugh worked at Red Rock, Ontario. The family then moved to Kenora, Ontario in 1938 where
Hugh was a custodian with the Kenora schools. In
1941 they moved to Fenwick Ontario where Hugh
joined the New York Central Railway and from there
to Waterford, Ontario, where they built a new home
and remained. Hazel contributed much to her church
and community with her talent of music. She was
pipe organist in Waterford United Church, sang in
the choir and assisted the other churches in the area
with their music programs during the summer and on
special occasions. She enjoyed lawn bowling, oil
painting and needlework and her family members
have been grateful recipients of her handiwork. Family and friends were always warmly welcomed on
their visits with Hazel and Hugh in the picturesque
orchard area where they lived. Two grandchildren,
Doug and Mary Jane were very special in their lives.
Hugh died suddenly in Toronto while he and Hazel
were visiting cousins during Christmas season 1959
and Hazel passed away, March 2, 1981 in Brantford
Ontario Hospital, after a brief illness.
Glen and his wife, the former Eloise Humbert of
Regina, have resided in Winnipeg for a number of
years, where they own and operate their own business, Amalgamated Sewer Services Inc. Son Doug is

a Sales Representative for London Life Insurance
and lives in Saskatoon, while daughter Mary Jane is a
Home Economics teacher in Regina.
On October 22, 1930, Wilfred married Vera,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James McConeghy of
Gladstone, Manitoba. They were married in the farm
home of Vera's sister and brother-in-law, Mona and
Bill Benton, known as the Zachary house in the Pratt
district. They settled on the home farm. Hugh
McGregor, son of James and Elizabeth (Betsy)
McGregor of the Melvin district, helped Wilfred on
the farm, after Mr. Will Peck retired to Carberry in
1933.
Wilfred and Vera had two children, one daughter
Donna and a son, Garry. As Wilfred's interests were
that of repairing machinery and vehicles he went to
work with a friend, Dougal Beswitherick in Sidney
and the family moved to town in 1939.
He and his lifelong friend, Hugh McGregor, built
a garage and business together. During war years he
ran a taxi service to the Carberry Airport. He converted his car so that a stretcher could be placed in it
to be used as an emergency service when sickness
occurred in the community. His children fondly remember him as a devoted father, with a sense of
humour, who always had time to help anyone at any
hour of the day or night. With his wife Vera, they
faithfully served their church and community. In
1949 they built their present home. Their grandchildren were a special part of their life. Wilfred had
a keen interest in the beginning of the Austin Museum and was a member of the board. Restoring the
family steam engine, he participated every summer
at the Thresherman's Reunion, driving this well
loved steam engine, in the parade. He died suddenly
at home, on April 23, 1968. Vera continues to live in
Sidney.
Donna married Ian Harland, whose father, the
Rev. Wesley Harland, was the United Church minister in this area at the time. They have spent considerable time working with Cree Indians at Oxford House,
Man., then to Red Lake, in Northwestern Ontario
and now reside in Winnipeg with their two sons,
Garry Lee and Kevin.
Garry and his wife, the former Diane Speers,
reside in Winnipeg, where Garry has been employed
as a Customer Relations Representative for many
years, with Air Canada. They have two children, a
daughter Wendy and a son, Stephen.
Edna married Robert John Hood, the other twin
son of James and Agnes Hood of Sidney. They were
married at her father's residence in Carberry. They
lived in Sidney for a short time and as Bob was
employed with the C.P.R., they were transferred to
Kenora in 1935. This meant that the two sisters and
111

district. Harry and Tom once owned the Fred
Hodgins farm (now owned by the Norths NE 8-10-11
W). After selling the farm, Harry Peck bought what
was known as the Pratt store, later selling to Tom
Menzies. He lived the rest of his life in the area and
contributed to it by his hard work as a carpenter and
painter. He never married and returned to England
only, as a soldier in the First World War. He lived
with the Hodgin's on the same farm he once owned
and, he passed away at the age of eighty-five in 1961.
For a number of years Tom Peck and Joe Robinson built barns in the Arizona district and surrounding areas. Tom also worked for John McGregor and
Albert North at harvest time. In the twenties, Tom
Peck spent several winters living with the Bentons.
He later bought a small holding and kept sheep on the
quarter section (now owned and lived on by Ronald
North) NW 4-10-11 W. Tom Peck returned to England
as a soldier, in the First World War. Tom was a very
well read man and most of his evenings were spent
reading fine literature. Tom passed away after a very
short illness in Treherne Hospital in 1965, at the age
of ninety-one.

twin brothers were able to be together often. In 1943
they were transferred to Virden, Manitoba. Edna and
Bob were keenly interested in young people. Bob
spent much of his leisure time coaching teenagers in
hockey and baseball. Young people were often found
in their home getting a helping hand or a treat. They
were a special aunt and uncle to their nieces and
nephews. Bob died November 4, 1964 and Edna
continues to live in Virden. She and Hazel spent
much time in later years holidaying together, and
visiting various places of interest in the Maritimes,
Florida, California and Hawaii. Interested in their
Peck heritage, they have made two trips to England in
recent years to trace some of the family history. Edna
continues to be active in lawn bowling, her church
and lodge.
Beatrice, the eldest daughter, married John Ford
of Carberry and they had one son Alvin. They lived
for a short time in Vancouver, then moved to Edmonton. In 1948, the family relocated to Victoria, B.C.
where they operated a delicatessen for a number of
years. Beatrice in her unassuming way appreciated
all of life. Her love for flowers was evident in her
home. Her motto was, "If you cannot say anything
good about someone - say nothing at all". She was
a Nurse's Aid at the Jubilee Hospital in Victoria.
After her husband's death, she moved to Regina in
1963 to be with her son who was teaching French at
Regina University. While visiting her sister and
brother-in-law Edna and Bob Hood, at Virden for
Christmas 1963, she fell ill and passed away at Virden Hospital, January 17, 1964. Funeral services
were held in the Anglican Church, Virden, with
burial in Victoria, B.C.
Alvin lives in Sherman Oaks, California. A
Ph. D. in French, he has taught since 1968 at California State University, Northridge, California. He has
written and published a book of medieval old French
manuscripts on the Gospel edition of Nicodemus.
Alvin is presently working on two further volumes
entitled, "The Vengeance of our Lord", (the legend
of St. Veronica).
We, the third and fourth generations of William
and Georgina Peck, appreciate the time and effort put
forth by volunteers who have made it possible for our
heritage to be put in a written format.

Pen
by Anne Carritt
George Pell came from England with his family
when he was about five. They came in a sailing ship,
which took three months to cross the Atlantic, and
settled near Sarnia, Ontario. George was sixteen
when the United States Civil war was in progress
(1861-65). He was hired by a wealthy family to replace their son in the Northern Army, and was sent
south. However, he was rejected because of his age,
and was left to find his own way home. He found
employment at various farms. He was in Minnesota
looking after a farm for some people for the winter,
when he married a runaway girl who took shelter in

Tom and Harry Peck
by Harvey Robinson
Tom and Harry Peck, English brothers, came to
this country in the late 1890's. They both worked at
different times for Robert Beswitherick and Tom
Zachary as engineer and separator men at threshing
time. Harry was known as "Red Harry" to distinguish him from two other Harry Pecks in the

George Pel! with "Jeddy" and "Kit" the Indian ponies he drove
from Minnesota.
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his home. He stayed in that place for four years, then
left his wife and daughter there, while he went to
make a home for them in another district. Although
he wrote to his wife, she never received the letters,
and when George went back for her, she refused to
leave with him.
He joined a crew of men in a lumber camp, and
later moved into an Indian Reserve, where he married an Indian woman, whom he always referred to as
"a real fine woman". They had one son. George
stayed there for twenty years, until after the death of
his wife. George had kept in touch with his family,
and knew that two of his brothers, Tom and Lye, were
in Austin, Manitoba, so he left his son with his wife's
people, loaded a sleigh with his belongings, and
drove north. In 1896, he homesteaded on S.E.
30-10-11 and lived there until 1920 , when he sold the
farm to Albert Schneider. He moved out of the district, but when he died about ten years later, he was
buried in the Austin cemetery. George is gone, but
the big hill south of the Hidden Valley Colony is still
known to old timers as the "Pell Hill."

The Penner Family - July 1980. Back row I. to r: Ken Watson,
Leonard Penner, Lorena Penner, John Klassen, Kathy
Klassen, Lee Penner, Lynn Penner, Edwin Penner. Center
row: Marcia Watson, Cynthia Watson, Evangaline Watson,
Anna Penner, Bill Penner, Mrs. Eva Penner, Tim Penner, Lowell
Penner. Front row: Vernon Klassen, Kristi Penner, Lauren
Penner, Colleen Penner, Kevin Penner.

Lorena is a teacher's aide in the elementary
school where Lauren, their youngest son, is enrolled.
The two older boys, Lee and Lowell are away in
College.
Edwin Penner went back to school to earn his
high school diploma. He did a stint of carpentry and
then studied for his teaching certificate and later took
courses towards a Bachelor of Arts.
Teaching took him and his wife Lynne, to
Thompson, Manitoba, Preeceville, Saskatchewan
and the British Honduras (now known as Belize). Ed
also taught for three years at Portage la Prairie, Manitoba. He now has settled down to farming at Pine
Creek, north and west of Austin, with his family.
Their four children, Timothy, Kevin, Colleen and
Christy, are in school. Lynne is the assistant manager
of the farm.
Evangeline (Penner) Watson went to Winnipeg
where she worked for one year, at two jobs simultaneously. This enabled her to study at the University
of Manitoba. She has worked with computers for
many years. Presently, she is a programmer/analyst
for Cybershare. Her job requires her to consult with
the client and then to write the appropiate program
for that company's needs. Vangie has twin daughters,
Cynthia and Marcia. Her husband Ken is a photographer.
Katherine (Penner) Klassen moved to Winnipeg
where she obtained considerable experience in banking, Credit Unions, and accounting with the Department of Highways - Service Branch. In the spring
of 1980, she and her husband, John moved to Muir to
start an apiary. Their farm has now branched into
chickens; laying hens and roasting chickens. Their
goals are to do intensive farming, with the possibility
of planting strawberries in the near future.

Henry and Eva Penner
by the family
Henry and Eva Penner were both born and reared
near Winkler, Manitoba. They spent the first years of
their marriage in that general vicinity. They moved to
a farm, five miles from Austin, in 1945. Their children attended the Forestville School. In 1951, they
moved again to their farm in the Arizona district. It
was located two miles west and one and one-half
miles north of the Arizona School, SW 20-10-12.
After living there for nineteen years, they decided to
relocate to a small acreage at Muir. Henry was primarily involved in carpentry until he passed away on
July 22, 1978.
That fall, Eva moved to Austin. She now resides
in the Hillview Lodge. Eva sews together squares for
quilting, but basically her sewing machine is retired
after many years of service, (especially when the
children were at home). Occasionally, she makes
stay-over visits to her children, much to the delight of
the grandchildren. She has also enjoyed a few trips
west, to visit brothers and one trip south to visit her
eldest son, Leonard.
Leonard Penner left Canada at age twenty, for the
United States, where he did voluntary service for
three years, under the Mennonnite Central Committee. He met and married Lorena Detweiller from
Wattsville, Virginia. They have three sons.
Leonard left his job as a finish-carpenter, to become the manager of a popcorn factory. He, together
with his wife, now have controlling interest in
"Yoder Popcorn".
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Kathy is back to finance. She is working in the
Gladstone Branch of the Austin Credit Union. Her
pre-school children, Vernon and Nadine, are enjoying country living.
William Penner spent much of his time in carpentry. He, together with his father, built move-away
homes. He now does all the cutting for "Decor
Cabinets" in Portage la Prairie, Manitoba.
Bill has a great interest in music. Therefore, he
spent a few years studying music and taking voice
lessons. He was instrumental in setting up the "Coffee House"; a monthly musical evening, held in the
Austin Community Hall.
His wife, Anna, shares this interest and assists
him with his proteges; a group of musicians from
Lavenham.
They live in Austin with their little daughter
Rosanna.

From Left to Right: Isaac Raynor, Jack Whitaker and Jim
McMahon.

Probert
by Anne Carritt
Edward A. "Ned" Probert was a civilian transport driver with the government army, which
marched west to Regina to fight the Metis who were
led by Louis Riel. As he travelled through the country, he liked the looks of the prairies south of Austin.
When he was through with the army, he returned to
England, and formed a group with Mr. and Mrs.
Alfred Sharpley, Harry Cooper, Tom North and Mr.
and Mrs. Harry North. They took up homesteads on
17 -10-12 in Arizona, Manitoba. Houses on these first
homesteads were allowed to have a sod roof, but on a
second homestead it was required that a shingle roof
be on the house.
Ned married Julie Cooper, who had come from
England to visit her brother Harry. They had two
daughters; Daisy and Dorothy.
Mrs. Probert and baby son died when he was
born. Ned took his little daughters and returned to
England.

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Raynor.

their return, he operated a general store in Sidney for
twenty years. He passed away on June 5, 1964.

Raynor
by Betty and Mary Handyside

James and Sarah Routley (McLarne)

Mr. William Raynor came from Lincolnshire,
England. He married Lily Dunton. They rented the
Sharpley farm from 1894 to 1901, then moved to the
former Creasy farm one half mile south of the railway. Later he moved to the farm next to the railway.
Mrs. Raynor passed away in 1924 and Mr.
Raynor in 1927.
Mr. Issac Raynor, a nephew of William Raynor,
came over in 1904 from Staton Lee Vale, Lincolnshire, England. He worked on farms in the district, then purchased a homestead. He returned to
England to marry Lucy Anne King in 1924. Upon

by Anne Carritt with information from Isabel
Stuart
The Routleys came west from Ontario about
1881. The family was born there except for the
youngest child, Pearl, who was born in or near Pleasant Point in 1882. James took a homestead one half
mile north of the Arizona school (se 28-10-12) municipality of North Norfolk. He walked with his oxen
from Pleasant Point to his land in Arizona to break it
for seeding. The oldest child (Ella) walked with him
and cooked meals for him. She had many interesting
stories to tell about the Indians visiting them. The
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Indians were intrigued with the lamps they had for
light.
James also bought land for his son James Richard
(Dick), the quarter section next to his, which included
the land the Arizona school stands on. Other members of the Routley family who lived in the district for
a time were; Thomas and his wife Annie (McIntyre),
Ella who had married Jack Williams, Anne who
married Dave Williams, Charles whose wife was
Gertrude Olmstead, Pearl who married Charlie
McIntyre and lived all her life in this area.
James died August 4, 1924 and Sarah died July
27, 1915.

James Richard Routley

The Fred Purkess Family: Back Row: Left to Right: Norman,
Harry, Gorden, Jim, and John. Seated: Edith, Evelyn, Mrs. and
Mr. Purkess, Reg and Lily,

by Anne Carritt with information from Isabel
Stuart
James Richard (Dick) Routley homesteaded in
1882 in Arizona on the se quarter section of 16-10-12.
He came from Ontario with his parents about 1881.
He married Elizabeth Muirhead from Ireland.
Their children were: Ethel Clark (deceased 1920)
who had four children; Hazel Snair who had one
child; Glyds Judge who had three children; Isabel
Stuart who had five children; Charles Routley (deceased 1981) who had ten children; Herga Boyd who
had two children; Greta Diamond (deceased 1973)
who had two children; Muriel Clarey who had one
child; Iva Greaves who had no children; and Myrtle
Pennon who had no children.
Mr. Routley let the district of Arizona build a
school house on one comer of his land. When it was
no longer used for a school it was to be given back to
him and his wife. When they were deceased it would
be reverted back to his family. This piece of land was
not to be sold to anyone without the family approval.

mother's family and got employment in an ammunition factory as we were engaged in World War II and
Mary felt she could do her part by working in a
factory turning out supplies. She met and married
Raymond (Mickey) Jones and went farming after the
war, they had no children, Mickey died April 18,
1957. Mary is now retired and lives at Burlington,
Ontario and has made a few trips back "home" to
visit relatives and old friends.
Fred remarried on July 17, 1918 to Mary Baillie
from Manitou and reared nine children. All the children completed their schooling at Southfield. The
children were:
Frederick Reginald (Reg) was born August 1919.
He worked at home and for neighbors until he enlisted with the Princess Patricia's Canadian Light
Infantry December 13, 1941. After a year in England
he served at the front in Sicily and mainland Italy,
where he was wounded. He spent sometime in a
military hospital and returned home in July 1945.
Reg still lives in the old home in Southfield that Fred
homesteaded in 1903.
Evelyn was born October 1920. She married
Robert Lauder in August 1939 and came to the Arizona district November 1, 1948 to the NE 2-10-12.
They had three children:
Doris (Mrs. Reg Mashinter). They have two
daughters, Barbara and Norma. They live in Winnipeg. Beatrice (Mrs. Jerry Kopecky). They have one
son, David. They live at Minitonas, Manitoba and
Robert, who lives at home.
Bob died January 30, 1950 in Deer Lodge Hospital from a war disability.
Evelyn remarried October 1956 to Roy Kilfoyle
and they have one daughter Vera Jean. Roy and
Evelyn retired from farming in 1974 and continue to
live in their home in Arizona. Roy enjoys doing wood
work and has helped renovate the Arizona Hall.

Fred and Mary Pur kess
by Evelyn Kilfoyle
Fred Purkess was born August 14, 1884 in Southhampton, England and at the age of four years came
to Canada with his parents, Thomas and Louisa
Purkess. Their first home was in Winnipeg and they
later moved to Lake Manitoba for a few years. On
December 1, 1896 they came in a caboose drawn by
oxen. The caboose overturned in a blizzard and took
fire and burnt. The family took shelter in Mr. Benny's
shack in Arizona. After a few days they reached the
Southfield district where they settled and farmed.
Fred married Jane Fergusen in 1913, a lassie from
Scotland. They had one daughter, Mary Catherine.
Jane died January 1916 and Mary was then raised by
her grandparents (Thomas and Louisa). Mary went to
school at Southfield and wrote her entrance exams at
Sidney. In 1941 she went to Ontario to meet her
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The Robert Radford Family

John was born September 1922. He married Margaret Green in" 1955. They had one son Glenn Murray. John and Margaret farmed at Bagot and drove a
school bus to and from MacGregor for twenty years.
Margaret, a victim of cancer, died January 25, 1979.
John remarried on March 1981 to Dorothy Highfield
and is now retired and living in Portage.
James (Jim) was born January 1925. He married
Mavis Good and they have one son, Larry Reginald.
They farm and have a herd of dairy cows in the Pratt
district.
Henry (Harry) was born January 1927 and married Muriel Wood October 1953. They have three
children: Sandra (Mrs. Roy Manns) has three children: Steven and set of twins, Kristen and Heather.
Joan (Mrs. Dennis Manns) has one son, Trevor and
Terry who lives at home. Harry started working with
Imperial Oil at MacGregor in the fall of 1944 for Bob
Stratton and has been with the company ever since,
taking over the agency in Sidney in 1959, which he
continues to manage. Harry and Muriel reside in
Sidney.
Gorden was born February 1929 and married
Mae Cathcart in July 1955. They had three children:
Patricia Mae, Robert and Cheryl. Patricia Mae (Patti)
became Mrs. Russel Loewen. They have one son
Matthew.
Gorden and Mae went to Virden after their honeymoon. For the next three years Gorden was employed by EA. France Oil Construction until the
spring of 1959 when they moved to Estevan. For the
next ten years Gorden was with Flint Engineering
and Construction. After receiving his ten year pin he
resigned and moved to MacGregor April 1969 where
he has been an agent for Imperial Oil ever since.
Edith was born January 1932 and married Robert
Woodward. They had five children: Brian (married
Shelley Erickson). They have two boys: Lance and
Nathaniel and they reside in Edmonton, Alberta.
Gary, Audrey, Ronald, and Grant who all reside at
home in Winnipeg, Manitoba.
Lillian was born October 1935 and married Roy
Patterson. They have one daughter Beverly (Mrs.
Chris Howells). They reside in Winnipeg. Roy and
Lilly reside in Portage la Prairie.
Norman was born July 1938 and married Donalda
Good. They have four daughters: Jean, Shirley, Kathleen, and Karen. Norman lives in Southfield on his
Uncle Percy Purkess's old place and has a mixed farm
as well as running a school bus to and from Austin.
He is also councillor for the rural municipality of
Victoria.
Fred Purkess died March 12, 1972 at the age of
eighty-seven. Mary died March 16, 1981 at the age of
eighty-three. They both rest in Sidney cemetery.

by Joan Radford
Bob Radford (son of Mrs. Evelyn Radford and
the late Bert Radford of MacGregor) bought the
Dyck farm NE 6-10-12 and moved in the fall of 1959.
He married Joan Radford (nee Naismith) of Brandon
in November of 1960. They have farmed there since.
They have five children: Sherry, Lois, Jim, Judy and
Catherine who attended school at Carberry. Sherry
and Lois graduated from high school in 1979 and
1980. Sherry graduated from St. Boniface Hospital
School of Nursing in 1981. Lois is helping at home
and Jim, Judy and Catherine are attending school.

The Radford Family. Back Row: Left to Right: Bob and Jimmy.
Centre Row: Joan, Lois and Sherry. Front Row: Judy and
Catherine.

Roberts
by Bessie Bagnall with information from Ruby
Buchanan
George Roberts and his wife Adeline moved from
Toronto, Ontario in August, 1955 to retire in the
district. They lived with Mr. and Mrs. James
Buchanan, the sister and brother-in-law of Mrs.
Roberts, on nw 10-10-12 in North Norfolk. George
Roberts was an employee of the C.N. Railway for
over forty years while living in Toronto. He died in
1956. Adeline served as secretary for a number of
years for the Arizona school board. In 1964 Adeline
returned to Ontario to live in Scarborough. She died
in 1975 while vacationing at her former home in
Arizona.
They had two sons and one daughter. Ron and
Ken lived in Arizona for a few years, they now live in
Toronto. Edith married Gerald Blair. They have eight
children: Lynne, Terry, Earl, Mike, Glen, Debbie,
Jamie, and Vicki.

Robinson Family
by Harvey Robinson
Mr. Joseph Robinson came from Ontario to Arizona in 1895. He settled on SW 18-10-11 in the North
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agency. They still take part in local activities. Harvey
sings in the Austin United Church choir and is often
asked to be soloist at various functions.
Stanley enlarged his farming operations by going
into partnership with Murray McIntyre. They also do
custom work and grain hauling.
Stanley and Caroline built a beautiful new home
in 1980. Their children are growing rapidly and if the
trend continues we may see yet another Robinson
family on the farm.
Mrs. Joe Robinson's wedding
picture.

Joe Robinson's wedding picture.

Abram and Eleanor Rogalsky
by Bessie Bagnall with information from Anne
Abram and Eleanor Rogalsky came to Canada
about 1930. Abram had fled from Russia during the
Bolshevik Revolution. He met Eleanor in Germany,
where they were married. Eleanor's parents had
come from Estonia to Germany. She was a widow
with two boys and a daughter, Lida, when she met
Abram. Her two boys died before they reached Canada. Lida came to Canada but didn't stay in Arizona.
Abram worked in a mine at Val Dor, Quebec when
they first came over. Then they moved to Brandon,
Manitoba where he worked for 1. D. McGregor and
others. In 1938, they came to farm on section 36-9-13
in the Municipality of North Cypress, on a "back to
the land" plan sponsored by the government during
the depression. They worked hard and were successful there. They had a famly of four when they came to
the farm and two more were born there.
The Rogalskys moved to what had been the Dunton farm, 17-10-12 in North Norfolk in 1944. Eleanor
died April 21, 1945.
Later Abram married Elizabeth Mae Wentzel of
Oxbow, Saskatchewan. She was also the mother of
Fred who had married Abram's daughter Anna.
Abram and Elizabeth moved to Winnipeg in 1952
where they bought a rooming house. Abram died in
his home in Winnipeg in 1952. His wife Elizabeth,
(Bessie) died Sept. 1980 in Winnipeg. Abram served
on the school board and helped with Sunday School.
The children followed their parents, example and
worked hard to be successful. The names of the
children of Abram and Eleanor Rogalsky were:
Anna, Ella, Frank, Eleanor (Lill), Mary and Rudy.
Anna is retired from nursing and is now in the "A
& W" business. Anna married Fred Wentzell (deceased in 1969) and has five children: Betty, who
lives in Prince George, B.C. She is a widow with
three children: Katherina, Kristopher and Clayton.
Betty is a typist.
Abe married Gladys Windsor and has two daughters: Venus and Laurie. He works on a farm in the
Portage la Prairie area.
Shirley married Edward Paul and lives in Vic-

Norfolk municipality. There he planted the cedar
seedlings he had brought from Ontario, which are
still growing today. Joseph married Sarah Harding,
daughter of Norman Harding, of Sight Hill in 1898.
Their children are Elsie, Vera and Harvey.
Elsie married Stanley C. Hunt, and have one
child; Jack. All are living in Winnipeg.
Vera married Edgar B. Sager. They have one
child; Joan. All reside in Victoria, B.C.
Harvey married Isabel McGregor from the nearby district of Southfield. They have one son: Stanley.
Joe Robinson continued farming and doing carpentry work as a side line. He built or helped to build
most of the barns in Arizona.
Joe Robinson was councillor and reeve in the
municipality of North Norfolk some forty years,
retiring in 1944.
In 1944 Joe and Sarah turned the farm over to
Harvey and Isabel and retired to Austin. In 1910, Joe
had taken out an agency with the Portage la Prairie
Mutual Insurance Co. At the time of his death in
1954, he had had this agency for 44 years.
Sarah continued to be active in the Austin Church
and women's organizations until her death in 1975.
Harvey took over his father's agency in the Portage la Prairie Mutual Insurance Co. after his father's
death. He also did carpentry work.
Isabel is active in the local women's organizations and helps in other activities. She does beautiful
needlework, ceramics, and crocheting. Stanley married Caroline Butterfield in 1963. They have three
children; Miles, Mark and Mamie.
Harvey and Isabel built their second new house in
the farm yard and moved into it. Stanley and Caroline
set up housekeeping in the first one.
The Robinson men were keenly interested and
active in baseball, curling and hockey and have always supported those activities in their communities.
The second house was built so that it could be
easily moved and in 1978, Harvey and Isabel moved
it to Austin. They turned the farm over to Stanley and
Caroline and Harvey continues with the insurance
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Wesley, and Ruby. These names are from the school
registers.
When the Roseberrys left Arizorla they settled at
Davidson, Saskatchewan. Of Emerson and Ruby
there is no trace. Oscar died in 1902 of diphtheria.
Frank was killed overseas in 1914. His wife is also
deceased. They had one son, Howard Leslie who
married in 1936 and had two children, Idyll Douglas
and Patrica Darlene. Howard passed away in 1946.
His wife remarried and now lives in Edmonton,
Alberta.
Wesley passed away in 1942, his wife is also
deceased. They lived at North Battleford at the time.
They raised two sons and a daughter: Cecil, Graham
and Irene.

tori a , B.C. They have an infant daughter Tatiana.
Shirley works for an accounting firm and is completing an accounting course.
Roy Berle married Pat Sali. They have a daughter,
Media, and live in Brandon, Manitoba. Roy is a
carpenter.
Rae is the youngest son and lives with his mother
in Golden, B.C.
Ella married Joe Greengeass and had two children living at home. Both children are in the restaurant business with their parents. Their names are
Daniel and Charlene. The family live in Chilliwack,
B.C.
Frank had four children: Allen, Darrell, Patricia
and Cathy.
Allen lives in Edmonton and is in the restaurant
business with Frank.
Darrel married Lynda and has an infant daughter.
They live in Edmonton where he works with Frank,
his father.
Patricia is also employed in the restaurant in Edmonton.
Cathy lives with her mother in Vancouver and
goes to school.
Eleanor (Lill) married John Dewar and lives in
Golden, B.C. They have no family. Lill operates an
A & Wand John has the "Husky House" in Golden,
B.C.
Mary married George Clayton. They have three
sons. The youngest son died in infancy. Dwayne and
Richard are going to school.
Rudy married Sharon Ryan of Bird's Hill and has
four young children: Mathew, Tess, Luke and Ben.
Rudy was a government employee. His work took
him to Ottawa and Africa. At this time Sharon and
Rudy are opening a restaurant in Chilliwack.

Rothwell Family
by Peggy Rothwell
Dennis is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Rothwell who moved from Flin Flin, Manitoba to Sidney
in 1961. Peggy is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Hilton
Shortridge, who moved to Sidney from Cromer,
Manitoba in 1964. Peggy and Dennis have two sons,
Michael and Bill. In 1972, they rented SE 31-9-12
from Roger Sharpley, and farmed there until 1976
when they moved to Sidney.

Sharpley
by Betty and Mary Handyside
Alfred Cook Sharpley was born at Muckton, Lincolnshire, England. After he had completed his
education at Grantham Grammar School, he took an
apprenticeship at Roby's Engineering firm in Lincoln. He was then sent to South America to establish
engines in the silver mines. While there he met a man
who had come from Canada. He told him he thought
Canada offered the best opportunities for a young
man to get a start. Upon his return to England, Lydia
Amelia Carritt became Alfred's bride on April 6,

Fred Roseberry Family
by Pearl De' Athe
Fred Roseberry and his wife are credited with
being Arizona's first settlers. We can not find any
proof of this as the homestead maps don't show any
registeration by the Roseberrys until the late 1880's.
It is reported that they bought government land; ten
dollars for quarter section - S.E. 15-10-12.
They lived in the district until about 1905 or 1906.
During the time they were here they were active in the
community. Mrs. Roseberry served the district as
midwife and Mr. Roseberry was a member of the
school board from 1902-1904. They opened their
home for prayer meetings before there was a church,
school or any other building in which to gather for
worship.
The Roseberrys raised a family of at least four
boys and one girl. They were Emerson, Oscar, Frank,

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Sharpley.
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1886. They sailed for Canada that spring. Mr. Probert
accompanied them to farm in a partnership. Grandma
(Lydia's) parents were very concerned about their
daughter going to a strange land so far from home.
Alfred and Lydia had heard of a young couple, Mr.
and Mrs. Harry North, (and his brother Tom) who
were planning to immigrate also.
They lived at Great Carlton, not far from the
Carritt home. They went to see them and they arranged to sail together.
Their first farm was on what is now Number 34
Highway, the Leslie North farm. Wild life was very
plentiful. Grandma always remembered the sight of
five large elk, their heads held high, on top of the hill
near the house.
Their first son died in infancy and was buried on
the farm. After one year, Grandpa's father passed
away and, as he was an only child, they returned to
England.
They came back to Canada in 1889, this time to
the present farm which Grandpa purchased in London, England from the Hudson Bay Company. They
were accompanied by William Langley, Grandpa's
boyhood friend, to farm in partnership Mr. Charlie
Cowley and his wife and Horace Willis also came
with them. They lived in a tent while they built a
frame house. They broke their land with oxen. The
farm was named ''Arrowhead Farm". This name was
chosen as there were a number of arrowheads found
on the hill situated south of the yard.

.They found the Indians friendly, honest and trustworthy. Pagomagen and his wife were good friends.
Grandpa went on hunting trips with him and Mrs.
Pagomagen taught Grandma how to make bannock.
A happy occasion was recorded in a diary of the
arrival of Mr. Ted Willis, who walked out from
Sidney. Grandpa and Mr. Willis had boarded at the
home of Mrs. Twiggs (Mr. Willis' aunt) and had taken
the apprenticeship at Roby's together. They were
steadfast, life-long friends.
Their second son, Gilbert Charles, was born on
March 16, 1891. He died in March 1893 and was
buried in Carberry Cemetery.
Grandpa rented the farm to Mr. William Raynor
and returned to England. Pagomagen and his wife
walked to Portage la Prairie to have a photo taken, so
Grandma and Grandpa would have a picture of them
to take to England with them. They also gave them
gifts, a buffalo horn for gun powder and some bead
work as well.
On March 28, 1894 their first daughter, Annie
Mary was born at Theddlethorpe Hall, Louth Lincolnshire (the home of her Grandparents, Mr. and
Mrs. Charles Carritt).
They went to farm at Kilvington, Nottinghamshire on the Estate of the Duke of Portland.
Their son, William Roger was born on February 8,
1896. Their daughter Nora Matilda was born on May
23, 1900.
In the spring of 1901, they left Kilvington and
went to Lisbon, Portugal where Grandma's sister
lived. Her husband was employed in a machine factory and he thought Grandpa could work with him. The
family always remembered that trip as the ship they
were on had munitions aboard destined for Gibralter.
They were not allowed in the port, so the passengers
had to go on a small boat to land. The sea was very
rough and they thought the waves would swallow
them up.
Grandpa decided not to take on the work and they
returned to England. In October, 1901 they sailed
again for Canada and their farm in the Arizona district. They were happy to meet old neighbors again.
Grandma was talented in music and on occasion
neighbors brought an organ in a sleigh box for her to
play before her piano was purchased.
Grandma's sister, Mary Elizabeth, came in 1903.
She was known as Auntie Pollie. She assisted with
the housework and also worked for Mr. Cann and for
Mrs. Ham of Sidney. She returned to England in
1914.
In 1905, they planted the shelter belt of trees that
surround the buildings.
The building of the railway was a big event with
the station on the farm one half mile away. The

The Sharpley children. L. - R.: Roger, Mary, Nora.
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railway employees became neighbors and friends.
Carloads of apples and coal were brought in. At the
completion of the railway, Grandpa bought the lumber from the bam the work crew had for their horses
and Mr. Ted Willis built a horse bam with the material.
In 1910, Grandpa's cousin, Arthur Adlard, arrived from Britain. He worked on the farm and then
on the railroad. He bought a farm two miles south of
us. In 1914, he joined the army and at the conclusion
of the war he remained in England.
Our grandparents decided to enlarge the house in
1910. That summer Jake and Adam Schnieder of
Edrans, came on their bicycles to commence building. Roger went with the buggy to fetch the tools and
Billy Hall, Junior, hauled the bricks from Sidney.
In 1912, the first flock of sheep was purchased.
Grandma's father had kept sheep and she missed
them. In 1919, a new bam was built. Nick Shoaf was
the carpenter.
On April 21, 1921 Mary Sharpley married Ronald
Handyside in the Arizona Church. They left to reside
on a farm at Keyes.
In the summer of 1921, Grandpa was attending
Brandon Fair and was very impressed with the Red
Poll cattle exhibited there. He decided to establish a
herd of the dual purpose breed.
Mary and Ronald returned to work on the home
farm in 1924. While at Keyes, Mary had started
beekeeping which she continued and expanded to
twenty-five hives. She exhibited honey at the Toronto
Royal Winter Fair and was a prize winner. The honey
was sent to the Royal Show in England. In 1936, the
house that had belonged to Arthur Adlard was moved
into the yard and Mr. Ted Willis renovated it for a
honey house.
Grandpa passed away on October 26, 1942 at the
age of 83. Grandma passed away on April 6, 1943 at
the age of 82. The family continued operating the
farm.
In 1948, they started showing Red Poll cattle at
the Brandon Exhibition, Portage la Prairie Fair, other
small Fairs, and the Toronto Royal Winter Fair. They
continued exhibitions for eleven years, and were
very successful. They took first prize, and reserve
grand champion ribbons at Toronto for two years.
A visitor we always looked forward to was a
peddlar, Mr. Kadri. He came from Syria. He started
coming about 1915, at first walking with a huge pack
on his back. Then on horseback, and later with a
team of horses and a democrat. Next he purchased a
Model T car and finally a Chevrolet. He brought
buttons, thread, jewelry, work clothes, dress material, dresses, and a few groceries. He came every two
weeks and often stayed overnight at our farm. He

called at only a few homes in Arizona and would
never expand his business. He continued until 1945
when he moved to Windsor, Ontario to operate a
large store.

Sherman
by Anne Carritt
Bob Sherman came from Ontario, and rented
S.E. 6-10-12 for three years, (1916-1918). He then
moved to a farm south of the Castle Point district. In
1925, he bought the Castle Point store and post office. This meant meeting the train twice each day
with the mail; at midnight and at 5 A.M. He married
Miss Henrietta Steele of Steel's Ferry and together
they ran a very successful business. Large item or
small, Bob would order it for you, if it wasn't in the
store. He was a grain buyer and one season, loaded
out sixty carloads of grain. He was also the Imperial
Oil agent, and delivered fuel to his customers. In
1946, the Shermans sold the store and retired to a
little home in Carberry. Mrs. Sherman died in 1958,
and Bob in 1968.

Malcolm Sloan
by Douglas Mcintyre
Mr. Sloan came to Arizona from Mulmur, Ontario before the tum of the century and made his
home with his brother in law and sister Mr. and Mrs.
Archie McIntyre, Sr. He took up the N.W. 18-10-11
and farmed for a few years. In the summer of 1907 he
took sick and after a few months he passed away at
age sixty-two at the home of Mr. and Mrs. McIntyre
and was buried in Sidney cemetery on November 27,
1907.

Frank Smith
by Bessie Bagnall
Frank and Florence Smith came to Arizona from
Yorkshire, England in the twenties. At the beginning
they worked for Forbes Ironside, then for Duncan
McDougal. They lived on Duncan's farm across from
the Dunton place (ne 8-10-12)
There were three children: Jack, Frank and
George born in England and two: Freddie and Cyril
were born in Canada.
The Smiths moved to the Albert King farm
(31-9-12) and farmed there until 1938. Their house
was burned in the winter of that year. Four of the boys
lived a month with the Wards. The rest of the family
stayed at the Purkess's for a month while passage was
being booked for their return to England.
Nothing more is known of the Smiths except for a
rumor that Frank Senior had his leg broken in a motor
cycle accident after his return. Another rumor was
that Jack had been killed in the war.
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hardships and many more during their fifty-nine
years of marriage in the Arizona District.
Tom Stephenson came to Manitoba from
Heysham, England about 1880 or 82 with an uncle
and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Miles Stephenson. That fall
he worked in the harvest fields at Portage la Prairie.
Later he cut cord wood and worked with a maintenance crew on the C.P.R.
Clarinda (Clara) Parkinson and her sister Ellen
came to Sidney from Teeswater, Ontario, to be met by
their brother Chris who had come a year earlier in
1889. Clara worked first at Sidney for Mr. and Mrs.
McElrea who was station master at the time and also
had a tiny store of sale items under the stairs. Later
she worked for Mr. and Mrs. W. Goggin at Pleasant
Point and began a friendship with Mrs. Goggin
which lasted all their lives.
How Tom and Clara met is not known but their
marriage in Carberry was June 2, 1890. Their lives
together began on the NWY4 27-10-12 just east of the
creek emptying into Jackson's Lake and so "Tommy
at the Creek" became a personality.
There they farmed first with oxen then horses,
hauling the grain to Carberry by wagon before an
elevator was built at Sidney. Knowing mother, there
would be a garden to augment the grist from their
wheat. Also there would be wild berries preserved as
well as some flowers to enhance the log cabin in
which they lived. Six of their children were born
there named Elizabeth (Lizzie), Mary, William (Will
or Bill), Christopher (Kit), Hannah and Sarah. The
two older girls walked three miles to the Arizona
School. No wonder they weren't always home at
suppertime. Their father would have to go with the
team to gather them up on the homeward way with
Mary unable to make her little legs climb one more
hill. Or he found that they had gone to Grandma and
Grandpa Parkinson's one-quarter mile west of the
school instead of tackling the long walk home. It
must have been during those years that Tom began his
lifetime passion for growing potatoes. Once, when
Will was lost, he was finally found, sound asleep
between the overhanging rows of potatoes. There
also, Mary called Mother to come and take away the
caterpillar crawling across the baby's face, only to
have her find that the snake, (mistaken for a caterpillar) was continuing its way across the cradle and out
the door. Tragedy can strike too and Kit still carries
the scars of a hot stove lid that was knocked onto his
face as he lay in the cradle close to the warmth of the
fire. We learned that the white cloth of Mother's
wedding dress made the bandages to help it heal so
none of her daughters were able to enjoy wearing her
wedding dress. The need to care for a loved child
required a sacrifice that was never bemoaned. Here,

The Smith Family
by Hazel Smith
We lived on the Jack McDougall farm for three
years.
Dad had been employed by the C.P.R. in Toronto, Ontario until an accident impaired his hearing.
The family decided to try farming in the west and
moved to Carberry in 1908. We moved to Arizona in
the spring of 1909.
There is very little to report out of the ordinary.
My brother Harry, two years older than I, was a
hemophiliac. He could not go to school and I was not
of age, so our involvement with other children consisted of watching them through the window going to
and from school.
During our stay in Arizona a second brother
Clifford was born, he was also a hemophiliac and
lived a short four years.
Mother went to church and Sunday School.
When I went to Sunday school, Miss Beatrice Peck
was my teacher.
Mother made life long friends while in Arizona.
One was Miss Addie Beswitherick. Seventy years
later, I was able to be at her bedside in Heritage
Lodge, in Winnipeg, during her last conscious
hours. I always considered the Will Beswitherick
family and the Charlie McIntyre family, true friends.
We returned to the Carberry area in 1914 and
lived on the farm next to the Carberry Fair grounds. I
became a fan of Mrs. Benton. I sat on the edge of my
grandstand seat and cheered for her as she drove in
the contest for women drivers. I felt like a millionaire
when she let me sit beside her in the buggy.
In 1920 we moved to Carberry and Dad worked
on the C.P.R. tracks. Mother began to use her nursing skills. She travelled with Dr. Waugh through out
the district. Later on when Dr. Waugh found it difficult driving long distances, we welcomed the maternity patients to our home. Many babies were born in
the little red brick house in the west end of town.
Harry died in 1939, Dad in 1947 and Mother in
1964. She had made her home with me for nine years
while I worked in the Grace Hospital in Winnipeg.
I am now retired (ten years) and live in a senior
citizen's complex on 185 Smith Street, just one block
east of Eaton's.

The Stephenson Saga
by Hope Collier
How did pioneer parents cope with loneliness,
sixteen to eighteen hour work days and big families?
There was no telephone if they did get "the long
distance feeling", nor unions to strike for shorter
hours, nor" the pill". Well, here are a few ways that
Thomas and Clarinda Stephenson dealt with these
121

Anne and Hope Stephenson at play.
The Stephenson Family in 1961. Back Row: Left to Right: Bob,
Nellie, Rose, Grace, Jane, Anne, Hope and Jack. Front Row:
Will, Sarah, Lizzie, Mary, Hannah and Kit.

too, Indian visitors called to ask for food and to
admire the white papooses while showing off their
own. This sometimes left Clara with feelings of
apprehension.
In the fall of 1899 the family moved two miles
south to the James Cann farm or SY2 22-10-12 which
was rented, bought, mortgaged and finally owned,
after fifty years of work. This larger farm, a large
frame house, with its closeness to school, church and
to Clara's parents must have promised a more amendable way of life to Tom and Clara. Here farming
continued but the west end of the half section was
very sandy and obtaining well water was a problem.
Even early cars with their hard narrow tires sank in
the Stephenson lane and had to be hauled out by an
extra two animal horsepower. With the addition of
cattle and hogs, berry bushes in the garden, and
disposing of grain by carload lots from Gateside on
the C.N. Railway, life was somewhat easier.
By 1917, the family numbered fifteen. Only one
baby, Eunice, was lost during those days which surely attests to the skill of the parents and the country
doctors to combat pneumonia, diphtheria, smallpox,
scarlet fever, pleurisy, mumps, measles and the com-

mon cold. The rest of the family members were
called Ellen (Nellie), Jane, Rose, Grace, Anne,
(seven girls in a row!) then Robert (Bob), Eunice,
Hope, and John (Jack). Jack was the only baby born in
a hospital (Portage la Prairie).
Will and Kit joined the army in World War I with
Will going overseas for one and a half years. After
basic training Kit returned to work on the farm which
by this time was enlarged by a "South Place" (six
miles south) on the EY2 27-9-12 Victoria Municipality. For a number of years seasonal work was
carried on from the home place" with men, equipment and food being sent there for a week at a time.
Later Kit batched there and then married in 1940 and
made it his home.
Crops in the 1920's and 30's were risky; even
more so than now with no chemicals for help.
Grasshoppers, drought, rust and hail took their toll.
What stamina it took to set fire to a large field of
wheat once promising a good yield, now red with
rust and empty kernels! One had to turn once more to
seek credit wherever it could be found for next year.
The "dirty thirties" were indeed that!
But still potatoes were planted. No story of Tom
Stephenson would be complete without that enterprise. Planted and dug by machine, they were cut and
readied by hand, picked by hand into wagon boxes
and stored in cellar bins. The excess went into granary space to be sold or given away before the frost was
too severe or put into ground pits where they kept a
little longer. The following summer, what had not
been eaten, fed to animals, sold or given away for
food or seed, was carried, pail by pail, out of the
cellar and disposed of to make way for the new crop
already blossoming in the field. One summer Hannah Pennell, Mother's sister, exclaimed "Nine miles
of potatoes mind you, nine miles!" And so it was, for
the eighteen rows each one-half mile long did indeed

Mr. and Mrs. Thos. Stephenson, 1940, on their Golden Wedding.
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make nine miles. Many family blessed the abundance of the Stephenson crop for, though some years
it was small, it was never a complete failure. "Beetles?" you ask? They were picked and thrown into
water in pails or dusted and sprayed with paris green.
Weeds? They were cultivated with one horse and
hoed by hand.
I, don't believe there is a way to cook or serve
potatoes that Mother didn't try except perhaps potato
chips. How Dad's heart would have rejoiced in the
eighty to one hundred acre fields seen today in the
Arizona and Carberry areas!

race for first place on the road increased the cadence
of sound.
Music was a part of the Stephenson home too. A
Karn twelve stop organ was bought in Carberry.
Lizzie, Mary, Rose, Grace and Anne learned to play
a little from music teachers and a correspondence
course. Many a night of hymn singing was enjoyed
around that organ. The first phonograph arrived one
Christmas about 1920 and the first radio, a Forest
Crossly, about 1928. Bob even built a crystal radio in
the 1930's. However, looking back, it is the vocal
music that I, Hope, seem to remember best as Mother
sang while she mended or knit mitts for her large
family. Has this been the gene passed on the Lizzie,
Jane, Grace, Jack and his daughter Louise who have
given so much pleasure to later audiences and family
gatherings?
Raising families with the nearest doctor at Sidney
or Carberry presented problems to Arizona settlers.
A doctor might have his own team or hire from a
livery bam, but many times he depended on the
district families for transportation. The Stephenson
teams or cars were always available to meet the
doctor in Sidney and drive him to whichever home in
the district needed his services. If the distance was
twenty miles or so, then the team might be changed at
our home 7 miles from town or might be met by a
neighbor who would continue the journey returning
the doctor the same way. The doctor might sleep in
the cutter, or on the floor, as he waited for the new
arrival or to see if medication relieved the condition
of his patient before he set out on his return journey.
When Tom was no longer able to drive the teams,
Kit, Bob and Jack carried on the tradition. So we
think of the light Clyde team of Babe and Duster, the
bays of Molly and Doll, and the blacks called Nell
and Rock as other families think of their teams which
helped in similar manner. Perhaps the Stephensons
worst time, health wise, was when Clara had inflammatory rheumatism. Two or three times it attacked
her but each time she learned to walk again and make
her fingers grasp the teats of cows that had to be
milked. Our scorched pillows attested to the only
known means of combating fever applying heat. For
as Mrs. Mc Intyre, Mrs. Goggin or one of the older
girls took turns heating and applying them to aching
limbs, no wonder the pillows were sometimes
scorched brown. That and the fierce desire to care for
her family, motivated Mother's useless limbs to move
again. She felt they had to move to rub aching legs,
apply hot salt to earaches or cold compresses to
aching heads of her family.
Hospitality. What a lovely word! Like the unlocked door and the light in the window, the offer of
meals was a tradition too. The Tom Stephenson home

Tom Stephenson had never learned to read or
write but could do mental arithmetic to match anyone. Clara had grade IX education from an Ontario
school so they made every effort to see that their
family received as much education as possible, even
though older family members soon had to leave
school to work in the fields or for the neighbors. Tom
served many years on the Board of Trustees; Clara
read. How many newspapers, magazines, school
acts, histories and novels were read aloud during the
winter evenings, stormy or rainy days, is beyond my
imagining. The Post, The Free Press, Prairie

Farmers, Mc Lean's, The Western Producer, The
Grain Growers Guide and authors like Ralph Connor, Zane Grey, and Nellie Mc Clung were some of
the material used. The Women's Institute Travelling
Library was a constant source of novels. Some of the
family became avid readers, too. Others found the
example too hard to follow with their limited schooling and so read little. All their lives Mother was able
to continue to read to Dad. What a dedicated teacher
she was!
Arizona had a few organizations and Tom became a Forrester in 1900. Clara became a member of
the Women's Institute serving as president a number
of times. Together they did their full share in supporting community events such as the Annual Fowl Supper, the Christmas Concert, the School and Sunday
School Picnics and dances in homes or community
hall. All of the family attended Church and Sunday
School which included Methodist, Presbyterian, English and United Services over the years. Today most
family members place their loyalties between the
latter two. Speaking of Church brings to mind those
crisp cold Sunday afternoons when after the two
o'clock service the teams would be hitched to sleigh,
cutter or covered van for the trip home, all leaving at
one time. That was when we rejoiced to the sound of
sleigh bells. The Stephenson's and Bickford's string
bells, Archie Beswitherick's and the Peck's open
bells and Herb Mc Intyre's and Em Beswitherick's
chime bells rang on the frosty air. The odd friendly
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never had a lock on the door. If any member of the
family was out, a light burned low on the kitchen
table for the last homecomer to extinguish. During
the winter storms a light was left to guide anyone
who might get lost from roads across the fields. If a
machine salesman, an insurance man, a Jewish cattle
buyer or a neighbor appeared close to meal time, he
was always invited to dine. Tom trusted that somehow Clara would make, what was prepared, stretch
to cover one or two more appetites, and it did, even if
Clara or one of the family dined a little lighter than
usual!
Tom served as pathmaster for a number of years.
In winter, roads were made across fields to lessen the
distance and make travelling easier. Tom's team often
broke the road across Jackson's Lake and up the
muskeg route to Sidney. Some muskegs had to be
corduroyed and Dad helped lay the logs on the Bill
Hall muskeg on what is now Road 352.
Recreation for the family was mostly "home
grown" and a far cry from the meaning of the word in
1981 unless the miles walked behind harrows or hunting cows could be called jogging. Summer baseball
wasn't so much fun after a one mile walk to the
school to practise or a three mile hike to the Harry
Peck farm as the older boys did. Most of the boys
learned the rudiments of swimming in "the old
swimming hole" west of our home in a creek entering the south end of Jackson's Lake. It was "skinny
dipping" mostly, so no girls were allowed. Sidney in
the late 20's boasted a toboggan slide that we enjoyed
a few times. A number of the younger members of
the family learned to skate on spring ponds and small
community built rinks, the last one at the corner of
Arizona and Worby roads. Jack lost a front tooth to
the game of hockey but no one went on to become
skating stars. Home games were checkers,
crockinole, and playing cards. Dancing and cards
came into the home after the relaxing of standards
came with the understanding that any form of recreation can be an influence for evil or good depending
on its use. Quarreling was not allowed. Mother was a
pacifist, she taught "peace at any price" and lived it.
Sarah remembers that many years later, at the" first
Stephenson reunion, when one hundred and five
descendents of all ages met, there was no whisper of
dissention that could not be solved quickly during the
three day meeting.
Telephones were a special boon to pioneers. It
was the last amenity given up and the first to be
restored at the earliest opportunity that funding could
allow. Twice the Stephenson phone had to be given
up, once in 1917 when word of Will being wounded
had to come to us by way of Dunc Mc Intyre's phone
and once in the 30's. It brought messages good and

bad, but oh so necessary! "Tell Will to meet the five
A.M. train at Gateside. I'll be home for Christmas",
from Mary or "Kit and Edna's home was burned and
wee Tommy has perished". Hope remembers too,
the afternoon Gwen Waring came exhausted to the
door from a one and one quarter mile run needing
help, by way of the telephone, for their burning
home. For a number of years our telephone was at the
end of line sixteen, and the six long rings which was
our number might be a repair man hoping that if we
answered that other phones were working after the
storm, too.
As in all pioneer families the children, too,
worked hard. The boys learned to drive teams in the
field at ten or twelve years of age. The girls herded
cows on the road allowance or in the hills north of
Jackson's Lake when pasture was poor. Cows were
milked by hand. At first cream was churned into
butter and traded for groceries but in the late 1930's
cream could be shipped by train or picked up by a
cream truck three five gallon cans to be sent to a
creamery. This was easier than churning but still a lot
of work. The girls as well as the boys learned to drive
horses when necessary on plow, rake or rack and to
stook sheaves. Girls learned to cook and were in
demand to help in many a farm kitchen, seasonally or
yearly. Perhaps because of the large girl proportion,
our family usually had a hired man. How many years
Jimmy Baker was a part of our household, I don't
know. But seeding, haying or harvest seasons would
find Jimmy seated on the wood box at 5:30 of a
Monday morning ready for work. A small wiry man
with snow white hair (the result of an accident) he
could work the long hours stooking, pitching sheaves
or hay with seemingly inexhaustable energy. Late to
bed, by 4:30 he'd be calling to bone weary lads still
asleep, "Come on Boys. Daylight in the swamp."
and you knew that his zeal and good humor would
help all near him through another day. If it rained, his
songs and the stories of his earlier adventures helped
wile away the idle hours. Jimmy's homey philosophy
on the goodness of man amidst the adversities that he
faced all his life, left our family with a deep affection
for the man.
As older members of the family worked away
from home they continued to contribute to its financial resources. A letter containing a five or ten dollar
bill; a parcel of Easter eggs, with names on them; or a
Christmas parcel to be investigated after the small
ones were in are examples. No matter where the
family members went they knew that letters from
home with advice, encouragement and news would
follow. Mother rose an extra hour early to write
whoever was on her list for the week so that not more
than two weeks separated each member receiving
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one. It might contain one or two letters of those who
had written home and so the whole family was kept in
touch by writing Mother and Dad. These were sharing, caring letters to everyone. After Mother's death
in 1958 Mary organized a family reunion to help
carryon Mother's encircling concern for the family.
This has been held every three years with the first one
at Mary's in 1961 and the eighth one planned for
Austin in 1982. They have been joyous times.
Tom and Clara continued to live on the farm with
Bob working the land and assuming the debt, and
Sarah helping mother in the house during the 1940's.
The final payment in 1950 found the Stephensons
owners of SY2 22-10-12 after fifty years of striving.
Tom died there January 2, 1950 age 87 and Clara,
January 31, 1958; almost 88. They are buried in the
Sidney cemetery. Bob married and continued to farm
the land until selling it to his son Cyril in 1979. With
the birth of Cyril's son Robert Thomas as May 6,
1981 a new Tommy Stephenson is to be found at the
old home site that has been a part of the family for
eighty-two years.
What ofthe family members in this year 1981? I'll
try to give a brief summary of each one.
Lizzie was born in 1891 and married Eddie Shaw
of Renfrew, Ontario. They had one son, Allen. After
farming at Sidney about five years they moved to
Nicholson, Ontario and later to Kirkland Lake.
Lizzie was a housewife and seamstress making and
remaking at the Kirkland Lake Hospital for many
years. Eddie died in 1948. Lizzie made her home
with her son a few years, then moved to Victoria
where she is buried, having died in 1977.
Mary was born in 1892. She married Emmanuel
(Mannie) Johansen of Pilot Mound and they raised
four children Erma, Morris, Marie (Peggy), and Edward. She spent all her life as a farm wife with all that
that implies, first at Pilot Mound and then at a homestead site at Arborfield, Saskatchewan since 1928.
Mannie died in 1965. Today she is living in a nursing
home in Carrot River, Saskatchewan where members
of her family visit her almost every day and she
continues her hobby of crocheting.
Will was born in 1894. Following his work at the
brickyard, his service overseas and a couple of winters trapping furs, Will became an engine mechanic
repairing machines in mines in central Manitoba,
western Ontario and northern British Columbia. He
married Edith Tremlett of Winnipeg and had two girls
Muriel and Barbara. Will is retired in Chemainus,
British Columbia and though unable to garden as he
did a few years ago, he continues his life time passion
of reading.
Kit was born in 1895. He spent all his active years
farming; first helping at home and then buying the

EY2 27-9-12. A lover of horses, he seemed to possess
a charmed life as he worked with them. He married
Edna Abrey and they raised three girls and a boy,
Loreene, Jean, Donald and Joan. Retired to Carberry
for about ten years, he enjoys his television and visits
from old friends.
Hannah was born in 1897. She worked at a number of jobs in Winnipeg before becoming a cook at
Braithwaite Restaurant and then at the Bank of
Montreal, comer of Portage and Main, for a number
of years, as employees ate there. She married Harold
Bradley of Winnipeg and they started their own restaurant at Oyster Bay, Vancouver Island in the 1940's.
They retired to Victoria where Harold died in 1977.
Hannah continues to live in her suite, writing letters
to dozens of friends she's made along the way. She
had no children.
Sarah was born in 1899. As a young woman she
took psychiatric nurses training at Selkirk, working
at Ponoka, Alberta and New Westminster, British
Columbia before going to Ann Arbor, Michigan.
Following her ten years with Mother and Dad in the
1940's, she returned to the U.S. taking a home nursing course and worked in Boston and Phoenix. Sarah
married Jack Butler of Phoenix and lived a few years
in Fayetteville and Carlsbad. They had no children.
Jack died in 1977 and Sarah now lives in Phoenix
spending part of each summer at "home" in Manitoba.
Nellie, born in 1901, married Jack Smith of
Richard, Saskatchewan after working for farm families a few years. They, too, farmed in Saskatchewan
during the thirties but moved to Chilliwack, British
Columbia when Jack rejoined the army in World War
II. Nellie picked berries, beans and hops to augment
the income for their six children: Margaret, Ellen,
Lillian, Ralph, David and Arthur. They continue to
live in Chilliwack where open house to many grandchildren and great grandchildren keeps Nellie baking
buns and making meals at all hours.
Jane was born in 1903. She took psychiatric training but became a housewife for an elevator agent
when she married Albert Phillips of Richard. They
lived at a number of Saskatchewan points and following that employment worked as cooks for C.N.R.
extra gangs a number of years. They raised three
children: Bill, Bob and Edith. Albert died in 1968.
Jane continues to make her home in Prince Albert as
she has for many years taking a keen interest in senior
citizen activities and even taught a class of tatting
through the university last winter.
Rose was born in 1904. She married Frank Lyons
of Carberry and they raised four boys Steven, Jim,
Douglas and Ronald. They farmed at Carberry,
Pontrillis, Saskatchewan and Swan River before retir125

five grandchildren, ninety-six great grandchildren
and twenty four great great grandchildren of Tom and
Clarinda Stephenson, we pay tribute to one more
Arizona pioneer family and acknowledge a Canadian
Heritage of which we are proud.
(All who read this account of the Stephenson
family should remember that it is only part of the
story. Hannah remembers the winter she spent with
Sam and Ada Chienney when Mother had rheumatism the first time. Sarah speaks of two years with
Grandpa and Grandma Parkinson at Maymont before
she started school. So it was a sharing, caring community of people that made it possible for our parents
to face the tears and sorrows, the joys and laughter of
long years in the Arizona District.)

ing to Winnipeg and later to Brandon where they still
reside. Rose keeps busy with gardening, quilt making, knitting and crotcheting.
Grace was born in 1905. She married Charlie
Anderson of Austin where they lived a few years
(with Charlie as blacksmith) before making their
home in Victoria. Grace always seemed to have a few
extra children to share her love - those disturbed or
needy, one who found a sympathetic home for varying amounts of time, and with her three children
Richard, Eileen and Clarinda. Grace continues to
live in Victoria where Charlie died in 1980.
Anne was born in 1908. In 1937 she married Jim
Hay and they farmed in the Ravenshoe district before
moving to Austin and then back to a farm where Jim
died in 1958. Anne then moved to Winnipeg and
worked at the Medical College cafeteria until she
retired in 1973. Since then, she has lived in Brandon
sewing for her family, knitting, tatting and doing
ceramics. She has a son Lawrence, a daughter Elsie
and two grandchildren.
Bob was born in 1909. He farmed all his life, a
mixed farm, which saw cattle and hogs being raised
as well as grain grown. He married Barbara Bickford
and they have two sons Cyril and Lee. In 1980 they
moved to Carberry but Bob continues to help at the
farm when needed or to lend a helping hand to
neighbors.
Eunice was born November 1911 but died the
following April from pneumonia.
Hope was born in 1913. She became a school
teacher and taught at rural schools before marrying
Richard Collier of Mac Gregor in 1947. There they
farmed for ten years until Dick's death in 1958.
Returning to teaching, she taught first in the Melvin
district then moved to Mac Gregor, where she continued until retirement in 1978 after almost thirty
years of teaching. Having no children of her own, she
deemed it a privilege and a challenge to work with
other people's children. Hope continues to live in
Mac Gregor and is rediscovering her hobbies of
handiwork.
Jack was born in 1917. He spent one year working
on the Vancouver waterfront and two years in the
Royal Canadian Navy during World War II where he
served escorting convoys across the Atlantic. Jack
married Ruth Bickford and they raised four daughters: Louise, Judith, Beth and Helen. After a few
years farming and driving a truck he bought the
Sidney Austin Transfer hauling livestock to, and
freight from Winnipeg for thirty years until he sold
the business in 1979. Too young to retire, he found a
job. What is he doing? Why, he's driving a truck of
course!
As we count the increasing descendents of thirty

Bob Stephenson Family
by Barbara Stephenson
On April 7 ,1953, Barbara Ann Bickford (daughter of Sam and Lottie Bickford of Southfield district)
and Robert Noble Jonathan Stephenson (son of
Thomas and Clarinda Stephenson of Arizona district) were married. They lived on the former Thomas
Stephenson farm, one mile north of the Arizona
school for a little over twenty-six years.
In April 1954 their first son, Cyril Noble, was
born. Their second son, Robert Samuel Lee was born
October, 1957.
The boys attended the Arizona school till it
closed, and then transferred to Austin in the fall of
1968. At this time Cyril was starting grade nine and
Lee started grade six.
On August 27, 1978 Lee was married to Arlene
Joanne Enns, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Art Enns of
Gretna, Manitoba. They lived in Brandon for one
year, where Lee attended Assiniboine College and
Arlene, being a licenced practical nurse, worked at
her profession. They then moved to Carberry in July
of 1979. In June 1981 a daughter, Lindsay Dawn was
born to Lee and Arlene. At the present time they are
living in Melbourne, Manitoba and Lee is working at
Carnation Foods while Arlene is nursing part time at
the Carberry Personal Care Home.
In June 1979 Cyril w,as married to Dorothy Faith
Friesen, daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Rueben Friesen
of Mali, West Africa. Dorothy spent most of her early
years in Africa with her parents and in a school. In
May 1981 their son Thomas Robert was born. When
Cyril and Dorothy married they took over the Stephenson farm and Bob and Barbara retired to Carberry.

The Dave Stephenson History
by Beryl Marnoch
Dave and Grace Stephenson and son Nevill
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moved onto the Jim Mickall farm in April, 1946.
This farm was located close to the boundary line of
the Sidney and Arizona communities. The Stephensons' took an active part in both communities.
Dave and Grace were no strangers to the community as Dave was born on the Stephenson homestead, now owned by Philip Stephenson, located five
miles from the Arizona District. In 1921 he married
Grace Nevill from Brandon and lived on a farm close
to Jackson's Lake. They had three children: one
daughter, Beryl and two sons Nevill and Murray,
while living on this farm. They spent many enjoyable
hours visiting in several Arizona homes at this time.

Dave Stephenson passed away in November,
1972 and Grace is now a resident of Lawson Lodge,
Brandon.

The Strain Family
by Verna Morgetts
Andrew Strain was raised in the Kerfoot district,
near Gregg, Manitoba. He moved to N.W. 17-10-11
North Norfolk in 1911, where he farmed for fifty-one
years. He married Ethel Purkess of the Southfield
district, in July 1918. They raised five children, Edward, Sheldon. Trudy, Greta and Brian. In 1962 they
retired to Brandon. Andy died January 7,1972, age
eighty-four years. Mrs. Strain continues to live in
Brandon.
Sheldon married Elizabeth (Betty) Penner of Elm
Creek, Manitoba. They moved to Worby, where
Shelly was employed by Cliff Hawkins. They had
three children, Larry, Verna, and Wesley. In 1970
they moved to Well wood where Shelly was employed
by A&M Potato Growers. Shelly died December 30,
1977. Betty continues to lfve in Wellwood.
Larry married Sherrel Walsh of Well wood in
1978. They have two children, Dale and Jaci and live
in Carberry.
Verna married Gordon Margetts of Cartwright in
1980. They live in Brandon.
Wesley is finishing his high school at Carberry
Collegiate.

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Stephenson.

Benjamin Thomas Stuckey

In 1927 they sold their farm and moved to Sidney
into Ashes cottage from which Dave operated a
threshing machine and wood sawing machine. He
spent several days threshing and sawing wood on
many of the Arizona farms.
After moving back they took part in the socials in
the Arizona Hall. Grace was a member of Arizona's
Women's Institute and helped in many of their activities. In 1956 they sold their farm to Els and Em
Hudson from Dugald. They moved to Carnegie district north of Brandon, here they continued farming.
They retired from farming and moved into Brandon
in 1963.
Nevill married Jeannine Robins from Rivers in
1955 and continued to farm in the district until moving to Brandon in 1980. Nevill and Jeannine had one
daughter. Murray was married, has one son and also
lives in Brandon. Beryl married Dave Marnoch and
has two children. The Marnoch family lived in the
Arizona district until 1957. They now live in Minnedosa.

by Pearl DeAthe with information from
Lawrence Stuckey
Benjamin Stuckey married Charlotte Harkness
and came to Manitoba with the rest of the Harkness
family in 1879.
They homesteaded on the north-east quarter of
2-10-13 North Cypress and built a fine log house. Mr.
Stuckey was a wagon and carriage maker and wheelwright by trade. It is unknown how long they lived on
the farm. We do know that their son Adne's birthplace in 1892 was given as Carberry. It is believed
Mr. Stuckey was still farming and also working at his
trade at that time. In 1905 the family moved to
Brandon. Benjamin was employed at McKenzie's
Carriage Shop on Sixth Street.
Adne Stuckey had a son, Lawrence, who grew up
with a close association with his grandfather, Benjamin. Lawrence is a professional photographer in
Brandon and also contributed to the formation of
Spruce Woods Park.
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Land clearing was a slow and laborous job as it
had to be done by hand. Oxen instead of horses were
the main source of power. Horses were slow in coming to the area. And when many were brought in, few
survived the winter because of the extreme cold and
lack of good feed. Feed for the horses was mostly
slough hay, very low in feed value. When land was
cleared and other types of hay grown, the horses
came into use.
Because land clearing was slow, farming was
quite some time in coming. To make money the
people in the area cut cord wood, spruce for pulp and
poplar for firewood. Spruce was five dollars a cord
cut and split and loaded on a rail car.
To further supplement their income Peter, from
the time he was seventeen, went to other parts of
Manitoba and Saskatchewan to work on the threshing
gangs or to work on the railroads' extra gangs.
In 1925, Peter married Catherine, who came to
Canada in 1914 at the age of six, from the Ukraine.
She, with her family, had settled in that area.
When married they homesteaded in Arborg, Andrew and Paul were born. They farmed for about four
years, then in 1929 they moved to Gainsbourgh,
Saskatchewan.
It was during this time that they experienced the
full effect of the drought and depression from
1931-1935. Along with the drought, there were huge
dust storms and plagues of grasshoppers. Entire
fields of crops were devestated by the hoppers, they
even ate the leaves off the trees.
Four more children were born here, Edward,
Albert, Helen and Walter.
Then in 1942 they moved back to Manitoba to
settle on 15-10-12 in the Arizona district. One more
child was born, Donald, the youngest. Peter farmed
this area until he retired in 1965, selling the farm to
Walter, who still farms. Peter Surminsky died in
1978. His wife Catherine, continues to live on the
farm with Walter and Linda. Even though Catherine
is in her seventies she continues to do some chores.
Andrew: Married and lives in Toronto, Ontario.
He is employed in a warehouse. He has three children.
,
Paul: Married Margret (Peggy Human) of Portage
la Prairie. They farm south of Carberry on "The
Little Plain". They have six children: Cathy (Mrs.
Dale Gabler), Pat (Mrs. Harvey Allen), Brenda, Danny, Shauna, and Darren.
Edward: Is a carpenter and lives in Chico, California. He and his wife have four children; Timothy,
twins Susan and Nancy, and Karen.
Albert: Works for Toronto Star Newspaper and
lives in Toronto. He and his wife have two children.
Helen: Married Joe Pashnitski of Gimli. They

The Stuckey's of Langley. Back Row from Left to Right: Benjamin (father), William George, Adene, Charlotte (mother),
Pearl.

Surminsky Family
by Walter Surminsky
Peter Thomas Surminsky came to Canada from
Austria at the age of eight in 1907 along with his
parents and an older brother and younger sister. The
family homesteaded in the Interlake area of Manitoba.
This part of the country was very uninhabitable at
the time. What land wasn't covered by water was
covered by trees, spruce and poplar. Under the trees
were rocks. Lots of them. Clearing the land was
extremely difficult and hard.
A log house plastered with mud was the type of
house that most settlers lived in at that time. The logs
came from the abundance of trees in the area. The
house had to be replastered each year as the mud
would come loose after a winter.

Mrs. Surminsky.

128

Gypsumville. They erected a log cabin with homemade shingles, giving them a dry roof. They had a
son Henry, born in 1914. During the difficult birth a
doctor was brought in from down the line by a section
man's speeder, almost too late. Henry had some birth
damage.
Daughter Elizabeth (Bessie) was born unaided in
1917. Only her aunt was present until the midwife
arrived after the birth.
The "old country" seemed to be in trouble with
the war with Germany so Francis joined the Canadian Expeditionary Forces in late 1916. He trained
briefly at Camp Hughes. He had had previous training with the "Territorials" in England. He went as a
sergeant with the Winnipeg lOath Grenadiers and
later in a machine gunner's regiment. Bertha looked
after the homestead. Henry died in 1917. The rest
survived forest fires and the rigors of a Canadian
winter without Francis. Bertha bought a cow, horse
and buggy and used Eaton's catalogue as a guide for
harnessing and hitching the horse.
In 1919 Frances returned, but was not prepared to
settle down after his overseas adventures. He went to
the United States and was not heard of by any of his
family again.
Bertha went to housekeep for Algernon
Micklewright in Arizona, supposedly on a temporary
basis. Besides raising her daughter along with her
housekeeping chores, she also found time to knit for
the Red Cross during World War II. She had come to
the "white house" on quarter 7-10-12 in Arizona and
when the Micklewrights moved to 1-10-13 in North
Cypress in 1921, Bertha and Elizabeth went along.
Algernon Micklewright died in 1935. Since she had a
quarter share in the place, Bertha stayed on at her
housekeeping job until her death in 1944.
Elizabeth went to school at Castle Hill as that
school was short of pupils and Arizona had plenty.
She later took Grade 9 at Arizona at the time Jean
Lane taught there. In those days pupils completing
Grade 8 had to go to Carberry or Sidney to write a
stiff high school entrance exam.
Elizabeth worked briefly in Winnipeg and
Melbourne and married Ernest Bagnall in March
1939.

settled in Winnipeg. She is a school teacher and they
have one son, Wayne.
Walter: Married Linda Peters of Charlottetown,
Prince Edward Island. They live on the home farm.
Donald: Married Margaret Swatsky of Winnipeg.
They live in Kindersley, Saskatchewan. He is a farm
specialist.

Ward
by Bessie Bagnall
In 1912, Francis and Bertha Ward of England
decided to try their luck in the New World. Bertha's
sister and brother-in-law had written home about the
cheap land to be obtained there. They would make
their stake and return "home" again. Bertha's father
thought he might go out too. He had been to Canada
as a young man. The story then had been to "go
west". He had invested a bit in the old Bruce Mines
in Ontario, then returned to England when a brother
had died.
Francis and Bertha sailed for Canada on the Empress of Ireland. They came by train to Winnipeg.
Bertha went on north to Grahamdale where her sister
and family were and Francis stayed in Winnipeg. He
filed sight unseen on a homestead kitty comer to t~e
one his in-laws had. Sixty-seven years later, hIS
grandson, Herbert Bagnall, would find the q~arter. ~t
would still belong to the Crown and show httle eVIdence of having been settled on. It was largely slough
and muskeg and at higher elevations, stony soil.
During their homesteading time, Francis and Bertha
harvested in southern Manitoba at Margaret and
Francis worked as a mechanic in the gypsum plant at

Waring
by Gwen Wood
.
Ernest Douglas Waring of Ratherham YorkshIre,
England came to Canada on a trip. He stayed for
about a year. He returned to England and arranged to
come back to Canada. Roland Jackson, with whom
he worked at Vickers Machine works near Sheffield,
England, came with him. Roland and his wife, the
former Kate Johnston, were married just prior to

Bertha Ward and Children: Henry and Elizabeth (Bessie).
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leaving. Mrs. Jackson's sister Annie Ethel Johnston
came with them. They left England Friday the thirteenth of August 1908. They arrived in Arizona and
worked on farms for the balance of the summer and
winter.
In the spring of 1909 Ernest and ·Annie were
married and he and Roland rented the Raine farm
from Joe Carritt.
In the fall of 1909 they bought a farm S.E.
28-10-12 from Nick McDougal and moved to it that
fall.
Ernest and Annie were fond of music and during
their years in Arizona enjoyed musical evenings at
the homes of 1. Robinson, A. Sharpley and 1. Carritt.
Ernest sang tenor, Annie sang alto and her sister Kate
sang soprano.
They had the misfortune to lose their home by
fire. They later moved to 21-10-12. Annie Ethel Waring passed away on June 23, 1938.
Ernest took an active interest in the community
and was secretary treasurer of Arizona School board
for many years.
He lived in Arizona until 1948 when he and
Roland decided to cease farming and moved to Carberry. They worked for the Highway Department for
six years. In 1954 Ernest died from a highway accident. Ernest and Annie are buried in Sidney Cemetery.
Ernest and Annie had one daughter, Gwendolin.
She became a school teacher. She married Gordon
Wood of Justice. They have one son, Bryan, who is a
very successful curler. He has competed in five
Briars and his rink won the World Championship
twice. He was recently inducted into the Canadian
Curling Hall of Fame.
Bryan is married and has two sons Kevin and
Robbie.

Their children Diane, Frances and son Donald
attended school locally. They all found employment
in the Carberry district. Diane became Mrs. James
Sylvester and now lives at Swan River and has a
family of six; Larry, Brian, Shane, Teresa, Bradley
and Jody Lee. Frances married Gerald Scott and lives
at Carberry. They have a family of four. James,
Sheena, Jeffrey and Jason. Donald married Betty
Tindall of Carberry and they live in Alberta. They
have two boys.

Tom and Mary Waring

Watt

by Pearl DeAthe with information from Mary
Waring

by Lillian Watt

Watson
by Anne Carritt
Francis 1. (Frank) Watson was born 1907, in
Rotherham, Yorkshire, England. He came to Canada
about 1924. He knew Ernest Waring so chose Arizona as his Canadian home. He found employment
with Dave Stephenson, Ted Stephenson, Sharpley's,
and a Mr. Lyons at Carberry.
Frank joined the Service Police branch of the
Royal Canadian Air Force in the fall of 1939. He was
posted first at Toronto, then Fingal base, Ont. Later
he was posted to Fort St. John Alberta, where he
served until 1945.
He was married to May Amelia Carritt of Arizona, in July 1940. They lived in Toronto for three
years, and then moved to Brandon, Frank and May
had four daughters, Patricia May (Mrs. Larry Kenyon, Winnipeg) Shirley Louisa (Mrs. Ed Powell,
Edmonton) Margaret "Peggy" Lynne (Mrs. Toni
Mullie, Snow Lake) and Frances Judith (Mrs. Leo
Bertholette, Winnipeg). There are eight grandchildren.
Frank was employed by the Brandon School
Board until his death in 1963. He is buried in the
Sidney Cemetery.

The late Alec Watt was born in 1892 in
Lumdsden, Aberdeenshire, Scotland, and came to
Canada in 1900 with his parents. They lived on
29-11-14. Alec lived on N.E. 31-9-12, (Blairs, the
King place) for three years from 1915 to 1917. He is
remembered by older residents for the spirited black
horse that he drove in a buggy. He married Grace
Wickware of Sidney and moved to the Tom Cann
farm north of Sidney. In 1919, they moved to Binscarth and in 1925 they moved back to Petrel where
he lived until his death in 1960.
There were four boys and one girl born to them.
Laurence of Carberry. He married Lydia Dyck of
Steinbach, and they have seven children: Gerald (of
Carberry), Bev (of Carberry), Shirley (Mrs. Stan
Gleiski of Bamertown, Ontario), Garry (of Carberry

Tom Waring came to Canada from England at a
young age. He is a nephew of the late Ernest Waring
of Arizona. Tom and Mary Clapham were married in
1934. Mr. Clapham, Mary's father, needed help on
the farm and so they lived there and raised their three
children.
Tomjoined the armed forces and went overseas in
October, 1941 and returned home October, 1945. In
1946, Tom and Mary bought a small farm from
Walter North, but soon found that they had made a
mistake. They could not make a living on such a
small farm. Tom began to work away from home and
eventually secured employment with the Department
of Highways in Carberry. They rented their farm and
the family moved to Carberry in 1956.
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who married Lori Pellow of Neepawa), Donald (who
is still on the farm), Linda and William. Laurence
and Lydia have five grandchildren.
Aylmer still resides on the farm with his mother.
Harold married Lillian Raven. He was employed
by the Canadian Pacific Railway until his death in
1979. They had three children: Karen, Debbie (died
at birth) and Warren. Both reside with their mother in
Brandon.
Aileen married Bob Creasy and they raised nine
children: Jimmy (married Darlene Boyd and resides
in Brandon), Glen (married Darlene Sear and they
live in Carberry), Allan (married Cindy King of
Georgetown, Ontario), Lome (married Pat Rogers
and lives in Brandon), Janice (married Brian Pierson
and they live in Carberry), Brian, Brenda, Trisha and
Jean also reside in Carberry. Aileen and Bob have
fifteen grandchildren.
Allan lives in Vancouver. He married Jean Beauvais and they had seven children: Leonard (of Vancouver), Yvonne (Mrs. Rick Cloutier of Vancouver),
David (of Vancouver), Georgina (of Carberry), Sandra (Mrs. Rick Chambers of Carberry), Jackie and
Roxanne (both living in Vancouver). Allan and Jean
have three grandchildren.

The Whytes
by Thomas Whyte
James and Georgina Whyte (nee Bartie) were
born, raised, and united in marriage in Dundee,
Scotland. A daughter, Mary and a son, Thomas, were
born before James immigrated to Canada in 1908.
Mrs. Whyte, seven-year-old Mary and six-year-old
Thomas followed a year later, arriving in Well wood
where her husband was working for James Johnstone
(a farmer) about three miles east of the village.
Mr. Whyte had arrived at Well wood via a harvest
excursion from Detroit, Michigan where he had
spent some time working in the tobacco fields and
doing a short stint in the ship yards.
Later, in the fall of the same year (1909) the
family moved to Sidney, where they settled on a farm
owned by Herb McRae. There Mr. Whyte worked as
a hired hand farming the half section on which they
lived. The children attended Melvin School during
those years.
The decision to rent took them to another farm
owned by Jack Thorn. This land is now owned by a
Mr. Lintott.
In the spring of 1914 they moved again to a farm
owned by Jack Creasy, a lumber merchant in Sidney.
While they were making the move, Jack and a friend,
Bill Turner, were accidently killed at a railway crossing.
Social life in those days was rather simple. The

The Whyte Family in 1921. From Left to Right: Tom, Mrs.
Whyte, Anne, Mr. Whyte and Charlotte.

horse and buggy kept mileage to a minimum. Once a
year, the family managed a trip to Carberry, a distance of thirteen miles.
The most important happening during their stay
near Arizona was the arrival of a baby daughter and
sister. She was Georgina and the date was June 29,
1914. By then, Mary (Mae) was thirteen years of age
and Tommy had just turned eleven.
Another exciting event was a prairie fire which
very nearly burned the family out. It certainly was a
frightening experience, and fortunately no buildings
or forage supplies were lost.
In 1914 the crop was fair; in 1915 it was excellent
and in 1916 it was just fair again.
In April, 1917 the Whyte family moved to a farm
near Arden where they remained for the next ten
years.
A new addition to the family, a baby girl, whom
they named Charlotte, was born on July 20, 1920.
The parents are now deceased. Mary married
Edward Major in 1927 but died of cancer in 1973.
Thomas married Jessie Inverarity of Well wood in
1933 and still farms in the area.
Georgina (Anne) was married in 1942 to Folmer
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Nielson of Denmark. She was widowed in 1977 and
now lives in the village of Wellwood.
Charlotte, too, was married in 1942, during the
last war, to Clayton Ferguson and moved to Fredricton, New Brunswick where they still reside.

They continued on the river to Fort Garry, then west
over the Brandon Trail to claim a homestead.
One of our best family records came from "Aunt
Bessie" (Mrs. Wellington Willis of 494 Wardlaw
Ave.) who was interviewed by a reporter in 1952. The
report, published in a Winnipeg newspaper said:
"She will leave by plane Sunday for Florida where
she will celebrate her eighty-seventh birthday with
her son-in-law and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. E. Somers
Benedick of St. Petersburg, Florida. " As she bustled
about and got tea for the reporter, she told the story of
her family arriving in Winnipeg, which was more of
a mudhole than anything else in 1871. "Mama
brought ten of us, Daddy coming along behind us
with the furniture and the horse. Do you know where
we landed after the trip from London, Ontario to
Fisher's Landing, Minnesota? We got on a flat bottomed boat there, which churned up froth for half a
mile behind (a paddle wheel boat, surely) We landed
at Fort Garry and spent our first night inside the fort.
I remember it was an old dirty place and Mama was
disgusted. She said to my brother Billy who was
eleven: "We've got to do something. We're going
out to rent a house." The story of what had happened
the year before, the shooting of Thomas Scott and the
holding of settlers as prisoners, was unknown to Mrs.
Samuel Williams. She was only interested in getting
a meal for her children in fairly clean surroundings.
She still had home made sausage and bread in the
larg'e basket she had packed. She cooked on the stove
in the Fort and made us a hot supper with porridge as
the main course. I've eaten porridge all my life and
still do. She fed us all: Nancy, Elizabeth, Jennie,
Billy, Selina, Bessie, Mary, Samuel, Joseph and
Caroline Victoria. They went out the next morning
and rented a cottage from Mr. Philips on Notre
Dame. They scrubbed it thoroughly, went to a store
and bought mattresses, not made of wool, but ones
just filled with straw. They laid them down on newspapers on the floor. The next day the baby took the
measles and a mastoid; then we all caught the measles. However, in a week Billy and Jenny and I were
able to go down to the boat to meet Daddy.
"Keep back, children," he said as he was leading
"Pomp" by the bridle. "This horse is going to rear."
After being confined to the boat, the horse went
round and round on his hind legs.
Daddy had the furniture and we had the house
and the mattresses. From October till March, the
Williams family kept pretty close to home, buying a
barrel of water for fifty cents, but handing over tea
and sugar to the Indians who would walk right in
without knocking.
"Mrs. Williams, if you feed them, they'll be here

Bill and Helen Wiebe
by Bill and Helen Wiebe
Newcomers to Arizona in August, 1973 were Bill
and Helen Wiebe from Crooked Creek, Alberta.
Strangers they were not, having lived in the Castle
Point and Sidney area years before; it was a pleasure
to renew acquaintances and form new and lasting
friendships. Their three children, Robert, Immie,
and Karen, enjoyed their three and a half years in the
community, claiming in retrospect that these were
the best of their school experience. The former Hyde
farm (ne 8-10-12), will always hold a warm spot in
their hearts when they look back at their ''Arizona
years" .

Sam Williams
by Marjorie Williams
The Williams family, in the early settlement
days, came from Ontario and settled in closely related communities stretching from Arizona to Pleasant Point. It has been a problem to decide who
started the original homesteads, and exactly where
they were located. The origin of the Williams family
may have been in Wales. One history states that three
brothers, John, William and and Samuel came to
Canada with their parents and settled in Hibbert
township; Perth County, Ontario. Some of them apparently stayed there, and descendants were stillliving in Fullerton, Ontario in 1970. In another account,
William Gurney, who married a daughter of Caroline
Williams (Mrs. Wm. Mattice) of Keremeos, British
Columbia states that the founder of the Williams
family was Samuel, a native of Cornwall, England,
who married Anne Vanstone of county Devonshire,
England. Sam moved to Canada in the late 1850's,
settling in Perth County, Ontario. I am supposing that
because Cornwall and Devonshire are so close to
Wales both the stories may be true. The Williams
may have come from Wales originally, probably settling later in nearby counties in England before the
move to Canada. Sam's son Joseph always told his
family that he had come from Mitchell, Ontario so
there again we have contradictions: it is possible that
the different families may have moved about in Ontario also.
In the year 1879, the Sam Williams family joined
the western movement. They travelled through the
U. S. via St. Paul, Minnesota, down to the Red River.
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all the time," said the neighbors. But poor Mama
didn't know!
Five of the ten children attended Central School.
The older children didn't look for work, as Daddy
wanted us to all be together, for in the spring we were
planning to go west to High Bluff. Daddy had been a
farmer in Ontario and he wanted to be a farmer in
Manitoba, and he knew how to look for land."
The journey from Winnipeg west is a clear memory to Mrs. Willis, who was only six. She said: "We
travelled in a sleigh with a canopy top and heater in it,
and all the way we only saw three houses."
They may have stopped at High Bluff, but for
some reason they didn't stay but continued on west
for a good many miles. "It was getting dark when
Daddy suddenly said, "Children, do you see a
light?" We did. We came up to a house and Daddy
went in; "Pardon me, can you put up twelve for the
night?"
"Of course, I never tum anyone away," said
Gabe Murphy of the Pine Creek Stopping House. "I
have stacks of mattresses, lets drag them down." His
sister kept house for him and later became Mrs. 1. D.
McGregor, wife of the Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba, while Gabe Murphy became a popular business man in Carberry. Samuel Williams' homestead
of three hundred and sixty acres on a pre-emption
cost him only ten dollars. Aunt Bessie doesn't say
where this farm was, but we think it was in the
Pleasant Point district.
She continued: "He and four other newcomers
got in a crop and harvested it, as well as cutting and
planing logs. They built a log house for us which was
cozy and warm. It had a kitchen stove and a heater in
another room. There was a school two miles away,
and we found that the winter wind got a terrific sweep
across the prairie on our trips to school. Our nearest
neighbor was seven miles away, nice neighbors too."
Here the family grew up. Bessie was visiting a
girl friend in Brandon quite a few years later, and at a
Robert Bums party, she met a young postal clerk by
the name of Wellington Willis. They were married
May 3rd that year (1893). They lived in Griswold for
seven years, moving to Winnipeg in 1900. There they
lived the rest of their lives.

saIl says, "After a few short years of trying to get a
farm established, John died in September 1888, leaving Louisa with the farm to manage, as well as
raising her family. Louisa was a strong, courageous
woman and could have told many stories of early
hardships and her experiences with the Indians.
When the men were in the fields working, if the
women heard Indians coming they would hang a
white sheet out the upstairs window to alert the
laborers. Sometimes, if they had time, the women
would hide in the bam, under the floor where the hay
was kept. Sometimes they would have to stay there
all night, listening to the Indians walking around over
their heads. Some would hide food and other belongings under the floor of the house, letting the raiders
take what was left in the kitchen. One day, Louisa
heard a noise outside and she ran to the bolted door
and looked through the keyhole. There was an Indian's eye staring in on the other side of the door. She
was really seeing 'eye to eye' with an Indian on that
occasion." Another time she met an Indian on the
road with his daughter and a sick papoose. Mrs.
Williams offered to care for the baby for the night and
managed to save its life. After that, the Indians were
most grateful and she had no more to fear from them.
Louisa's daughter, Florence had a millinery store
in Carberry when she was older, and later married
Wilson Harding of Austin.
Another daughter, Elizabeth married Dan Tidsbury, who had land in Pleasant Point, later moving to
Edmonton, Alberta. He was a Mountie and fell under
a street car in the winter and was killed.
When Billy Williams was growing up, he was
also very interested in sports. One time he won a race
that started in Pleasant Point and ended up in Arizona, so they must have been long distance runners in
those days too. The trophy was a hundred pound sack
of flour, a worthy prize in those days. After the race,
as he was carried aloft, he called out "Where's my
mother?" He insisted that she accompany him to the
banquet being held in his honour. He divided his
prize with his friends and neighbors.
Another reference to the Williams family is
noted, when Owen Wells of Well wood met and married Eliza Williams, who worked for Mrs. Cyrus
Turner. Her wedding was the first to be held in the
Arizona district, performed by the Rev. 1. M. Bell of
the Methodist church, on August 12th, 1884. I presume they were married in the bride's home as was
the custom in the early days. They had four sons born
to them. They moved to Pleasant Point where another
baby was born on May 11,1896, but both mother and
baby died. Eliza and her baby were buried in the
Williams plot in the Carberry cemetery near the front
gate.

John Williams
by Marjorie Williams
John Williams, a brother of Samuel, also lived in
Arizona. His wife was Louisa McLochlin from the
Isle of Jersey. They arrived in 1882; John took up a
homestead on S.E. of 18-10-11 and his wife Louisa
took one on the S.E. of 20-10-11. Their sons David,
Tom and William also claimed homesteads in the
area. "Scattered Leaves" , a history by Blanche Pear133

though it wasn't money. When Clare was about sixteen, he worked for Arizona farmer Billy Ironside for
about two weeks. When it came time to settle up,
Billie offered him his violin in place of wages. Clare
was delighted and came walking home to Sidney
seven miles, carrying the violin in an old pillow case.
He learned to play the violin by ear, and before long
was able to play waltzes and old time fiddle tunes. He
has enjoyed this music ever since and now has a
collection of violins. Another time he worked for the
Carritt family during the depression days when
money was really scarce, and one thing he was paid
with was a big fat goose. Andy Micklewright was
another farmer he worked for many times. Clare
worked in the brick yard at Sidney, but later as a
sectionman with the C.P.R. for thirty-two years.
Then he bought a farm between Sidney and Arizona
(originally homesteaded by Miles Stephenson) in the
fifties. He farmed and worked on the track until
1962, when he retired from the C.P.R. and farmed
full time. He still owns the farm which is now leased
by Philip and Brian Stephenson. Ken Williams was
also a C.P.R. man for many years, but he switched
over to C.N.R. and is still employed on that line.
Dr. Waugh of Carberry used to travel to Sidney on
the local train. Clare met him with a team of horses
pulling a cutter or sleigh and drove him wherever he
had to go; Arizona, Pratt, Firdale or wherever. Then,
he would have to wait for hours, probably all night,
before he could drive the sleeping doctor back to
town to catch the next train to Carberry. Medical
treatment in those days was limited but it was the best
they could do. Operations for appendicitis or other
emergencies, even breast removals for cancer were
performed on the kitchen table. Clare remembers
when his cousin, Jimmy Mattice had his tonsils removed by Dr. Waugh on the top of their sewing
machine.
It seems odd, that out of all the original Williams
families (large ones too) who homesteaded in the
Arizona area, there is now only one young man left
in the district by that name. He is Bradley Williams,
son of Edith and Ken Williams of Sidney, who has
been interested in farming all his life, and who has
helped his uncles - the "McGregors" in the district
ever since he was a small boy. Since graduating from
MacGregor Collegiate, Brad has farmed full time
and intends to continue raising cattle, as well as
grain.

Joe Williams
by Marjorie Williams
All the Williams who claimed land in the Arizona
district by homestead, apparently moved to other
places as the original settlers died. The only family
who remained in the area was that of Joseph
Williams, a son of Sam Williams. He married Elizabeth Moore. They had eight children; Clare, Evelyn, Marian, Dorothy, Aubrey, Ivan, Kenneth and
Pauline.
Clare, the eldest, married Marjorie Muirhead,
and they had three children; Terry, Don and LaurieJean.
Evelyn married Wilbur Sparks of Portage and
they had one son; Clifford.
Marian married Harvey Dunton, who was born in
Arizona. They had no family.
Dorothy married Fred Douglas of Brandon. They
had three children; Gail, Tommy and Wayne.
Aubrey married Lottie Roscoe and they had one
son; Gerald.
Ivan was a bachelor.
Kenneth married Edith Nesbitt (nee McGregor)
of Arizona. Their children were Heather and Bradley.
Pauline married Maurice Strong of Oak Lake.
Their children were Fred, Maureen, Mary Anne,
Kenneth and an adopted daughter.
The Joseph Williams family lived at Pleasant
Point where the children attended school. Then after
losing their home by fire, they moved to Carberry for
a year. From there they went to a farm in the Firdale
district where the family also attended school. In
1921 they moved into Sidney, and resided there until
Mr. Williams died in 1943 and Mrs. Williams in
1950. Clare and Kenneth still live in Sidney, and have
raised their families there.
Mrs. Elizabeth Williams, during her life, went
out to work as a midwife, and had many patients in
the Arizona district as well as other areas of the
country. She helped the doctor bring many babies
into the world, and helped the mothers until they
were able to manage their homes. When she went on
a case, she assisted the doctor, (if he arrived in time)
- if not, she had to manage herself. She looked after
the baby, the mother, did the washing and cleaning,
as well as getting the meals for the family. She got
paid approximately ten dollars for ten days, and
came home exhausted.
Mr. Williams had developed severe rheumatoid
arthritis, and was crippled, so it was necessary for
her to go out to work. Since there were eight in the
family, they had to be supported and fed. Clare, the
oldest, had to quit school and go to work to keep
things going. He found work with many of the Arizona farmers and always earned something, even

William J. Williams
by Marjorie Williams and Anne Carritt
William 1. Williams, a son of Samuel 1. and Anne
(nee Vanstone) Williams, was nicknamed "Lovely
Billy", to distinguish him from another Billy; and
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of the country. George Willis bought the NE 5-10-12.
He had been a butler in England, was a excellent
cook, and was very interested in horticulture.
George Willis planted rows of trees still standing
on the farm yard. He also planted the maple trees
surrounding the Arizona School.
In approximately 1905, Mr. and Mrs. George
Willis, Ethel and Horace went to Pincher Creek,
Alberta. In their absence the homestead was rented to
Mr. Forbes Ironside.
Horace Willis worked as a cowboy in Alberta for
two or three years. Some say he rode on a cattle drive
from Texas to Pincher Creek. He bought a saddle that
came from the King Ranch in Texas, and that saddle
is still being used by his great grandchildren today.

because "lovely" was a word he always used to
describe anything he liked. He married Martha,
daughter of Robert and Florinda (nee Morton) Calvert of Pleasant Point. They lived in the Arizona
district on N. W. 20-10-11. A son, Clifford was born
there. They had trouble keeping track of young Cliff
so they kept him tied by a clothesline rope to a post.
Once, they tied him to the dog, then he and the dog
wandered off into the bush and fell asleep, causing a
big search by family and neighbors. In a few years,
they moved to a homestead in Pleasant Point district,
where they built a large house and proceeded to raise
their family of five; Cliff, Blake, Manley, Eldrige
(Eddie) and Beatrice. Mr. Williams died in 1943.

Willis Family
by Judy Mack
Horace Goulding Willis came to the Arizona
District in 1889. He was seventeen years old, and
because he was so young, had travelled from England
with Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Sharpley. Around 1900, he
acquired the NW 4-10-12, North Norfolk, where the
home farm is still in operation, by his descendants.
Ted Willis, brother of Horace Willis, arrived in
1891, and bought the SW 9-10-12. Ted was an engineer by trade, and owned his own steam threshing
outfit. He did carpentry work in the area, including
some of the buildings on the Sharpley farm; and the
barns on the Willis farm, with the help of Joseph
Robinson. He was known for his keen wit, and sense
of humor. He was quite mechanically minded, and
was said to have built the first radio, in this area in
1922. Ted died in 1950.
In the early 1900's, Mr. and Mrs. George Willis,
Horace's parents and his sister Ethel came to this part

Horace Willis on the binder.

While living in Alberta Ethel Willis married Lee
Shaw. According to the "Biography of the Shaw
Family," "Ethel Shaw from Pincher Creek, Alberta,
portrayed exceptional skills in horsemanship". She
died in Victoria in 1943. Mr. and Mrs. George Willis
died there, and are buried at Cardston, Alberta.
Horace Willis returned to the home farm and on
July 3, 1912 at the Duncan MacGregor Home, married Mary MacGregor, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Duncan MacGregor.
Mary had immigrated from Scotland with her
parents in 1886. They had moved to the Southfield
District in 1892.
Mr. and Mrs. Horace Willis acquired more land
adjoining the home quarter. The farm was called the
"South Lane Stock Farm". They raised purebred
black Aberdeen Angus cattle. Mr. Willis was interested in poultry, and raised Black Minorca chickens
as a hobby. He showed both his black cattle and his
chickens at the Brandon Winter Fair.
He was an excellent butcher, and the beef ring
was located at the Willis farm for many years. The
slaughter house is still standing on the same spot.
Horace Willis was not a man tall in stature, but
was noted for his honesty, his serious nature, and
stem ways.

Horace and Mary Willis.
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Mary Willis, on the other hand is long remembered for her quick wit, and amusing sense of humor.
They had five children, all born in the Willis
home, and all received their education in the Arizona
School. The five children were: Ethel, born 1913.
She is remembered for her excellent riding ability as
a young girl. Ethel married John Haidy and lived on
NE 10-10-12. Later they moved to Portage la Prairie
where she died of tuberculosis in 1947.
George was born 1914 and is a chartered accountant. He and his wife Beth live in California. They
have three children, Paul, Brent, and Tracy Willis.
Charles was born in 1915 and married Thelma
Durward. They farmed the N.E. 10-10-12. Charles
also had a threshing outfit. They had six children:
Heather (Ray), Grant, who had two girls: Sherry and
Karen. Kenneth, who was killed accidently in 1962.
He had one son, Daryl Neale (who was adopted by
Mr. and Mrs. G. Neal), Laurel (Sicks), Arthur, who
has two childref)., Jody and Darwin, and Kathy (Penner) who has two girls Amy and Lindsey.
Arthur was born in 1916. He farmed with his
parents until he developed heart disease and died in
the spring of 1949.
Lloyd, was born 1919. He married Marguerite
Durward. They had three girls: Joyce (Rampton) who
has three children, Shannon, Joel, and Kevin. Lorraine (Makinson) who has two children, Daryl and
Leanne. Lastly, Judy (Mack) who has three children,
Garret, Dana and Paula.
Lloyd and Marg. Willis had been living in British
Columbia, but returned to the home farm in 1949
when Arthur died.
In November of 1949, Horace Willis was crushed
in a stall by a bull. He died shortly after of pneumonia.
Mary Willis continued to live on the home farm
which was then operated by her son Lloyd, until a
few years prior to her death in 1977.
Lloyd and Marg. Willis were strong supporters of
the establishment of the Worby Store, the Worby
Skating rink and the Curling Club. Lloyd played
hockey for the famed "Worby Warblers" , and played
baseball for the "Sidney Farmers". Marg. is a past
member of the Arizona Women's Institute and taught
at the Arizona School for three years.
Lloyd and Marg. continued to raise beef cattle
and increased the farm to eight quarter sections. They
began raising registered Quarter Horses. Their three
daughters attended the Arizona School. The girls
were members of the local 4H Clubs, and showed
their club calves and their horses at the local fairs.
The home farm is now known as the Triple Oak
Ranch Ltd. It was grown to thirteen quarter sections,
and is owned and operated by Lloyd and Marg.

George Mack receiving congratulations from Prince Philip
1970 Swan River.

Willis, and George and Judy Mack. They continue to
raise beef cattle, mainly Simmentals, Quarter
Horses, and offer riding camps for urban youngsters
during the summer months. The Mack children are
the fifth generation to live on the NW 4-10-12.

Harry Wilson Family
by Mrs. R. D. Peck
Alice and Harry Wilson became a part of the
Arizona community when they moved from Frobisher, Saskatchewan in the fall of 1942 to live on the
farm a half mile north of the Arizona School.
Harry Wilson had immigrated to Canada in January, 1911 and stayed with a cousin at North Battleford
for a few months. He was a city boy, from Leeds,
Yorkshire, England and knew nothing about farming. Needless to say, he learned the hard way by
experience on his homestead north of North Battleford. The girl he had left behind in England came
five years later, and they were married in Regina on
January 15, 1916. After a few years they moved to
live at Govan and then Semans, Saskatchewan. Three
of their family, Kathleen, Edith, and Arthur were
born at Govan.
In 1926 the family moved to Frobisher and
farmed there for the next few years. Then came the
1930's and the beginning of the great depression, and
drought in that area. Along with the drought came
hoards of grasshoppers, high winds and dust storms
which never seemed to end. Farmers saw their fields
turned into sandy deserts. By 1934 the situation became so serious that each farmer was allowed to keep
only four horses and two cows. There were seven
consecutive years when farmers in that area did not
have any grain to thresh and had little or no hay or
feed of any kind for livestock.
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Several gangs of men went from the area to
Melfort where they worked for ninety days baling
straw which was shipped to the home municipality of
Browning. Being in cold barns and on a diet of straw,
many animals did not survive the winter.
In March, 1934 their lives were gladdened by the
arrival of a baby, Walter. The three eldest of the
family left Saskatchewan in the mid-thirties to come
to Manitoba to work. Arthur, who left home penniless at the age of fifteen, now has a large farm at
Minnedosa. Kathleen became a nurse and Edith a
teacher. Kathleen married Walter Warren at Holland,
and Edith married Robert D. Peck of the Melvin
district. Walter was the only one living at home at the
time our parents came to Manitoba. He attended
school at Arizona for about three years before poor
health caused his father to quit farming. They soon
left the district.
Walter completed his schooling in Melvin and
Austin schools. He married Evelyn Carrothers of
Austin and had three children (now adults): Leslie,
Jean and Edwin. Walter always followed his early
inclinations. He now works as trouble-shooter with
the C.N .R. Telegraphs in Saskatoon.
Harry Wilson passed away when he was sixtytwo years of age, and Alice at the age of sixty-seven.
They are buried in the cemetery at Sidney.

until he came to Canada in 1904. Mr. Younie worked
for several farmers in the Melvin district, one of them
was Harry Peck, Sr.
William married Jessie McPherson of Dufton
Banffshire Scotland on December 24, 1909. In 1910
they bought Fred Bains farm NE 27-10-12 and built
new buildings. Ten years later, they were able to
purchase SW 34-10-12 and NE 28-10-12 from Charlie
Jackson. Their only child, William (Bill) was born
February 5, 1916. Tom Mennie, a nephew, came
from Scotland and lived with Younies a few years
until he returned to Scotland.
William is remembered as a good friend and a
fine neighbour. He passed away November 26,1937.
Jessie was known to many as "Auntie Younie". She
will be remembered for her hospitality. Her hot
scones, "cocoa tea" , and lemon butter were served
to all who called. Mrs. Younie had a natural nursing
ability and always lent a helping hand where there
was need. She was rarely seen without her knitting,
whether hunting cows, walking to town for mail, or
just visiting.
Bill Younie received his early education in
Melvin school and completed it in Sidney. William
Younie, Sr. was a firm believer in higher education
and made any sacrifice necessary for his son to
receive his high school diploma. As a young lad, Bill
entertained at concerts by reciting poetry in a Scottish dialect. He joined the airforce during World War
II and was trained at Dafoe, Saskatchewan. Bill was
shot down over France and died June 2, 1943.
Mrs. Younie returned to Scotland in 1946 and
made her home with a niece, Anne Heslop at Salashields. She never forgot the children in Canada and
continued to send mitts and sweaters although she
was bed ridden and nearly blind. Mrs. Younie passed
away January 25, 1971 at the age of ninety-four.

William and Jessie Vonnie
by Pearl DeAthe
with information from Mary McPherson and
R. D. Peck
William Younie was born in Scotland August 11,
1880. He served as a cartwright in Elgin, Scotland

Thomas Zachary
by Marjorie Williams
Thomas Zachary came from the county of
Gloucester in England, to Melbourne, Manitoba in
1885. He spent his first year with G. Dunsmuir, who
was paid to teach him farming methods. His father
applied for a homestead in the Pratt district for Tom
to work, once he learned the business. This is found
on the homestead map under the name of E. M.
Zachary and Henry Zachary, section 7-10-12 w. The
second year he worked with another farmer. Another
young man was also boarding there, his name was
"Ernest Thompson Seton", he was busy writing the
story of "The trail of the Sandhill Stag", which is
now a classic. This young man went on to become a
famous writer of nature stories. No doubt, young
Tom found him most interesting to listen to.

Jessie Younie and son Bill, 1942.
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failed and Mr. Zachary suffered a loss. There is a
lady still living in the district today who remembers
receiving a lovely warm woollen blanket as a gift
from Mr. Zachary. Mr. Zachary was a community
minded man and acted as councillor for a number of
years.
On November 4th, 1914 Thomas Zachary and
Sybil Gibbon ofthe Ray district were married. Three
daughters were born to this union; Dorothy, Katherine and Ruth. Mr. and Mrs. Tom Zachary continued farming in the same location until 1925, when
they moved to Holland, Manitoba. There, Tom and
his son Harry became farm implement dealers for the
International Harvester Company. The homestead
was taken over by Tom's daughter, Evelyn and her
husband Horace Dexter, who had been farming nearby. They lived there for about four years before
deciding to move to the west coast, with their two
small children, Edith and Eric. Different families
have lived on the farm, but today the house and some
of the land is owned by Arthur Willis. It has been
renovated and brought up to date this year, 1981, so is
once again in excellent condition and being lived in.
In 1937, Mr. and Mrs. Zachary retired from the
business and moved to Brandon, leaving Harry to
carryon. Thomas Zachary died in Brandon in July,
1949.
Evelyn Margaret Dexter still survives in Central
Park Lodge, in Winnipeg. Her brother Harry passed
away in October 1970. Edith (Mrs. Frank Muirhead)
lives in Winnipeg. They have two daughters, Joanne
McBeth and Marilyn Morrice, and three grandchildren. The Rev. Eric Dexter is an Anglican priest
at Winfield, British Columbia. He is married and has
a son, Jim and a daughter, Christine, with four grandchildren.
Of the second marriage, the daughters now are:
Dorothy (Mrs. Nels Plunkett) of Boissevain, Manitoba, who has one daughter, Jean. Katherine became
Mrs. P. Besse of Winnipeg, with one daughter, Tena.
Ruth is Mrs. A. Brotherton of Thunder Bay, Ontario
and has a family of eight: Lav ill a , Philip, Louise,
Ruth, Cathy, Sharon, Elaine and Joseph.
Their mother, the second Mrs. Zachary, died
around 1951.

The Tom Zachary Family from Left to Right: Tom, Gladys,
Evelyn, Mrs. Zachary and Harry.

In 1889, Tom married Edith Mary Creasy and
moved to his homestead in the Pratt district (also the
Great Carleton School district). This marriage was
blessed with three children: two daughters, Evelyn
Margaret and Gladys Winnifred and one son,
William Henry. Gladys contracted a dreaded disease
of the early days - diphtheria - and died when
scarcely out of her teens. Then, in April 1910 the
family was saddened by the loss of the mother Mrs. Zachary. They had made plans to build a beautiful house that year, and the husband went ahead and
completed it. It turned out to be one of the largest and
most imposing homes in the district. It was built of
white brick, which probably was purchased from the
Edrans brickyard, or shipped in from Winnipeg. It
was a large two story home with an attic, and a full
si'zed stairway running up the two flights. He built
three smaller homes for the hired men. Then he put in
the first power plant in the area; when the four homes
were lit up at night, one could imagine he was coming to a small village.
Mr. Zachary not only farmed his land, but owned
a large flock of pure-bred sheep, a herd of pure-bred
Shorthorn cattle, as well as raising registered
Clydesdale horses. He became part owner of a woollen mill in Winnipeg, and acted as secretary-treasurer
for the company. However, after a time this company
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